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PREFACE.

COTEMPORARY remarks, * This is an eventfal year for M.
Spurgeon,” and his words are trne. The reader must forgive us
if in our own magazine we become autobiographical, and rehearse the
story of the year 1879, in its bearings upon the work which has found
a centre in the Tabernacle. Its earliest hours saw the Pastor a prisoner,
unable to rise from the bed of pain, but meanwhile his ever faithfal
people were busy in creating a memorial of the Lord’s mercy to him
and to them during their happy union of twenty-five years. Love was
busy in a thousand ways, hiving its sweets. A bazaar upon an enor-
mous scale was carried out with enthusiasm, and was in all respects a
very wonderful success. Never can we forget the fervent affection dis-
played by an army of friends to one whose only justification for receiving
such love lies in the fact that he loves in return.

The Pastor himself, much against his own wishes, was compelled to
take a furlongh of three months, during which his pain of body ceased,
his spirits revived, and his mind recovered from a pressure which had
somewhat overpowered it. The demands made npon head and heart by
ministering to so great a congregation, and superintending so many
forms of Christian work, will never be known except to him who feels
them, and it is no wonder that sometimes the strain is too great, and
mind and gpirit sink into painful depression, from which there is no
Tecovery but by rest.

We returned in April. The Conference of ministers who had been
-educated in the Pastors’ College met in May, and it was a joyous occa-
sion. The presence and power of God were manifestly felt, and the
meetings were consequently full of life and enthusiasm. The number
of men who have passed throogh the College is 548, and of these 432
remain actually in the field and in the Baptist ministry. From the first
we have given as good an education as the exigences of the times
allowed, but as the demand for ministers is not now so pressing, and
the supply of students is also larger, we have been able to allow oar
young brethren a longer term of study, and the majority of them now
remain for three years instead of two. We have never deserved the
reproach of lowering the standard of ministerial education, for we laid
out our life to raise it. We hope soon to sweep away the last rag of
reason for the charge. The gospel and the Holy Spirit are with us far
before human culture, but, when we have these, the more a man knows
the better. :

Soon after the Conference our beloved people presented us with a
testimonial of £6,223 10s. 5d., which we had great pleasure in handing
over to trustees for the Lord's work., Thus our Almshouses are now
endowed, so that the support of the aged sisters will never become a
burden to the church. For this to be accomplished as a deed of love is
pleasant beyond expression to our heart, and we trust it is well pleasing
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alro to onr Lord. If mothing else had been accomplished this would
have been an eventful year.

On June 19 we were able to make a fair start with the Girls’ Orphan-
age, end this fo ws is the recond great advance of 1379. Depression
and diraster have been painfully felt in almost every quarter, and many
charitable institutions have been advertising their abject poverty, but,
to the honour of our gracious Lord, we wish to bear witness that never
have our College and Orphanage been so well supported as during this
trying reason. By the first of October we had bought and paid for the
¢ Hawthorns.” and were on the way towards the purchese of the inter-
vening meadow, so that we are at this present able to report the ground
in possession and almost paid for,* with seven houses promised, and
many other helps. Well may we say, “ What hath God wronght!”
We know that all this entails upon us more responsibility, but we know
also that God can and will give strength sufficient for the burden, and
send supplies equal to the demand.

It is also a great joy to us that all the various agencies are well
officered, and all properties are in the hands of fitting trustees. We
are aided by business men whose watchfulness is stimulated by their
love to Jesus and his work, A gracious tone pervades all, and the
Holy Spirit is using every agency for the glory of God. Prayer is
more fervent than ever. Unity and concord reign. All is well with us!

O that we conld do more for Jesus! Our Colportage, which is a
great blessing to thomsands, does not yet increase to dimensions worthy
of ite value. It is no small thing to have seventy or eighty workers
diligently engaged in spreading heelthy literature and vieiting the poor ;
but we ought to Lave four times as many, and wonld have them if the
funds were forthcoming.

Our Evangelists have had the greatest success. Each one of the
three has becn made of God to be a mighty soul-winner, and this is
reward enongh. Those who sopport them may rejoice right heartily,

if we might be eo bold, we would beg our readers to increase the sale
of this magazine and the weekly sermons. Such an effort, if successful,
might produce great results. Sonls might be saved, friends might be
found for our work, and truth might spread.

O that we could do more for Jesus! Reader, do you not utter the
same desire 7 He deserves to be made known where’er the sun pursues
hie daily course. Let us labour to publish his fame abroad. Brother,
sister, do your own part, and help us, for Jesu's sake.

Yours to serve through life,

* Wiiting tlis ou November 12, we calculate that we need £750 moie lo meet
precet lisbilities. A legacy of £1,600 is mot yet actually paid, but it is included
1B cur estimute, We hope the £750 will come in before the New Year.
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL.

JANUARY, 18709.

Thoenty-fibe Pears ago.

A FRAGMENT BY C. H SPURGEON.

1 WENTY-FIVE years ago we walked on a Sabbath morning,
M according to our wont, from Cambridge to the village of
Waterbeach, in order to occupy the pulpit of the little
Baptist Chapel. It was a country road, and there were

> four or five honest miles of it, which we usually measnred
cach Sunday foot by foot, unless we happened to be met by a certain
little pony and cart which came half way, but conld not by any possi-
bility ventare further because of the enormeus expense which woald
have been incarred by driving through the toll-gate at Milton. That
winter's morning we were all aglow with our walk, and ready for our
pulpit exercises. Sitting down 1n the table-pew, a letter was passed to
us bearing the postmark of London. It was an unusual missive, and
was opened with curiosity. It coutained an invitation to preach at New
Park Street Chapel, Sonthwark, the pulpit of which had formerly been
occupied by Dr. Rippon,—the very Dr. Rippon whose hymn-bovk was
then before us upon the table, the great Dr. Rippon, out of whose
Sclection we were abont to choose hymns for our worship. The late
Dr. Rippon seemed to hover over us as an immeasurably great man, the
glory of whose name covered New Park Street Chapel and its pulpit wich
awe unspeakable. We quietly passed the letter across the table to the
deacon who gave out the hymos, observing that there was some mis-
take, and that the letter must have been intended for a Mr. Spurgenn
who preached somewhere down in Norfolk. He shook his heal, and
observed that he was afraid there was no mistake, as he always kuew
that his minister would be ron away with by some large church or
other, but that he was a little surprised that the Londoners should
have heard of him quite so soon. “Had it been Cottenham, or St.
1
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Ivee, or Huntingdon,” said he, “I should not have wondered at all;
but going to 1.ondon is rather a great step from this little place.” He
rhook his head very gravely; but the time was come for us to look out
the hymns, and thercfore the letter was put away, and, as far as we can
rqmgmber, was for the day quite forgotten, even as a dead man out of
mind.

On the following Monday an answer was sent to London, informing
the deacon of the church at Park Street that he had fallen into an
error in directing hie letter to Waterbeach, for the Baptist minister of
that village was very little more than nineteen years of age, and quite
unqualified to occupy a London pulpit. In due time came another
epistle, setting forth that the former letter had been written in perfect
knowledge of the young preacher’s age, and had been intended for him,
and him alone. The request of the former letter was repeated and
pressed, a date mentioned for the journey to London, and the place
appointed at which the preacher would. find ledging. That invitation
was accepted, and as the resnlt thereof the boy preacher of the Fens
took his post in London.

Twenty-five years ago—and yet it seems but yesterday—we lodged for
the night at a boarding-house in Queen Square, Bloomsbury, to which
the worthy deacon directed us. As we wore a buge black satin stock,
and used a blue handkerchief with white spots, the young gentlemen
of that boarding-house marvelled greatly at the youth from the country
who had come up to preach in Londcn, but who was evidently in the con-
dition known as verdant green. They were mainly of the evangelical
church persnasion, and seemed greatly tickled that the country lad
shounld be a preacher. They did not propose to go and hear the youth,
but they seemed to tacitly agreeto encourage him after their own fashion,
and we were encouraged accordingly. What tales were narrated of the
great divines of the metropolis, and their congregations! One we
remember had a thonsand ¢ty men to hear him, another had his church
filled with fhoughtful people, such as could hardly be matched all over
England, while a third had an immense audience, almost entirely com-
posed of the youngmen of London, who were spell-bound by his eloguence.
The study which these men underwent in composing their sermons, their
hercnlean toils in keeping up their congregations, and the matchless
aratory which they exhibited on all occasions, were duly rehearsed in
our hearing, and when we were shown to bed in a cupboard over the
front door, we were not in an advantageous condition for pleasant
dreams. Park Street hospitality never sent the young minister to that
far-away hired room again, but assuredly the Saturday evening in a
London boarding-house was about the most depressing agency which
conld have bLeen bronght to bear upon our spirit. On the narrow bed
we toseed in solitary misery, and found no pity, Pitiless was the grind
of the cabs in the streei, pitiless the recollection of the young city
clerke whose grim propriety had gazed upon our rusticity with such
amusement, pitiless the spare room which scarce afforded space to
knecl, pitiless even the gas-lamps which seemed to wink at us as they
flickered amid the December darkness. We had no friend in all that
city futl of human heings, hut we felt among strangers and foreigners,



TWENTY-FIVE YEARB AGO. 3

hoped to be helped throngh the scrape into which we had heen brought,
and to escape safely to the serene abodes of Cambridge and Waterbeach,
which then seemed to be Eden itself.

Twenly-five years ago it was a clear, cold morning, and we wended
our way along Holborn Hill towards Blackfriers and certain tortaous
lanes and alleys at the foot of Southwark Bridge. Wondering, praying,
fearing, hoping, believing,—we felt all alone and yet not alone. Expect-
ant of divine help, and inwardly borne down by our sense of the need of
it, we traversed a dreary wilderness of brick to find the spot where our
message must needs be delivered. One word rose to our lip many
times, we scarce know why—*He must needs go through Samaria.”
The pecessity of our Lord's journeying in a certain direction is no doubt
repeated in his servants, and as our present journey was not of our seeking,
and had been by no means pleasmg so far a8 it had gome—the one
thought of a *“ needs be"’ for it seemed to overtop every other. At sight
of Park Street Ohapel we felt for a moment amazed at our own temerity,
for it seemed to oar eyes to be a large, ornate, and imposing structare,
snggesting an audience wealthy and critical, and far removed from the
humble folk to whom our ministry had been sweetness and light. It
was early, so there were no persons entering, and when the set time
was fully come there were no signs to support the suggestion raised by
the exterior of the building, and we felt that by God’s help we were
not yet out of our depth, and were not likely to be with so small an
audience. The Lord helped us very graciounsly, we had a happy Sabbath
in the pulpit, and spent the intervals with warm-hearted friends; and
when at night we trudged back to the Queen Square narrow lodging
we were not alone, and we no longer looked on Londoners as flinty-
hearted barbarians. Oar tone was altered, we wanted no pity of any-
one, we did not care a penny for the young gentlemen lodgers and their
miraculous ministers, nor for the grind of the cabs, nor for anything
else under the sun. The lion had been looked at all round, and his
majesty did not appear to be a tenth as majestic as when we had only
heard his roar miles away.

These are small matters, but they rise before us as we look over the
twenty-five years’ space which bas intervened : they are the haze of that
other shore between which rolls a quarter of a century of mercy. At
the review we are lost in a rush of mingled feelings. ¢ With my staff
I crossed this Jordan, and now 2 Oar ill health at this moment
scarcely permits us either to hold a pen or to dictate words to another,
we must therefore leave till another season such utterances of gratitade
a8 the fulness of our heart may permit us. Common blessings may find
a tongue at any moment, but favours such as we have received of the
Lord throughout this semi-jubilee are not to be acknowledged fitly with
the tongues of men or of angels, unless a happy inspiration should bear
the thankful one beyond himself.

The following items must, however, be recorded: they are but as a
handful gleaned among the sheaves. To omit mention of them would
be ingratitude against which stones might justly cry out. )

A church has been maintained in order, vigour, and loving unity
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during all this period. Organised upon the freest basis, even to
democracy. yet has there been seen among us a discipline and a com-
pact oneness never excelled. Men and women associated by thousands,
and each one imperfect, are not kept in perfect peace by human means ;
there is @ mystic spirit moving among them which alone could have held
them as the heart of one man, No schism, or heresy, has sprung up
among us; division has been far from us; co-pastorship has engendered
no rivalry, and the illness of the senior officer has led to no disorder.
Hypocrites and temporary professors have gone ont from us because
they were not of us, but we are atill one even as at the first; perhaps
more truly one than ever at any former instant of our history. One
in hearty love to our redeeming Lord, to his glorious gospel, to the ordi-
nances of his house, and to one another as brethren in Christ. Shall not
the God of peace receive our humble praises for this unspeakable boon ?

That church has continned steadily to increase year by year. There
have not been leaps of progress a.ng then painful pauses of decline.
On and on the host has marched, gathering recruits each month, filling
up the gaps created by death or by removal, and steadily proceeding
towards and beyond its maximum, which lies over the border of five
thousand souls. One year may have been better than another, bat not
to any marked extent; there has been a level richness in the harvest
field, a joyful average in the crop. Unity of heart has been accom-
panied by uniformity of prosperity. Work has not been done in
spurts, enterprises have not been commenced and abandoned ; every
advence has been meintained and has become the vantage ground for
vet another aggression upon the enemy’s territory. Faults there have
been in abundance, bat the good Lord has not suffered them to hinder
progress or to prevent saccess. The Bridegroom has remained with
us, and as yet the days of fasting have not been proclaimed, rather has
the joy of the Lord been from day to day our strength.

The gospel of the grace of God has been continnally preached from
the first dsy until now—the same gospel, we trust accompanied with
growing experience and appreciation and knowledge, but not another
gospel, nor even another form of the same gospel. From week to week
the sermons have been issued from the press, till the printed sermons
now number 1450. These have enjoyed a very remarkable circalation in
our own country, and in the Colonies and America; and, besides being
scattered to the ends of the earth wherever the English tongue is spoken,
they have been translated into almost every langunage spoken by Christian
people, and intosome of the tongues of the heathen besides. What multi-
tndes of conversions have come of these messengers of mercy eternity
alone will disclose : we have heard enough to make our cup ran over with
unutteriable delight. Shall not the God of boundless goodness be ex-
tolled and adured for this? The reader cannot know so well as the
preacher whut this prinfing of sermous involves. This is a tax upon the
brain of a most serions kind, and yet it has been endured, aud still Lhe
poblic read the sermons,—best proof that all their freshness has not
departed. Oh Lord, all our fresh springs are in thee, else had our
miniatry long since been dried up at the fonatain, the unction would
have departed, and the power would have fled. Unto the Eternal Spirit
be infimte glory for his long forbearance and perpetual aid.
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Nursed up at the sides of the charch, supported by her liberality,
fostered by her care, and watched over by her love, handreds of young
men have been trained for the ministry, and have gone forth everywhere
preaching the word. Of these some few have fallen asleep, but the
great mujority still remain in the ministry at home and in the mission
field, faithfol to the things which they learned in their youth, and
persevering in the proclamation of the same gospel which is dear to the
mother church. When we think of the four hundred brethren preach-
ing the gospel at this moment, of the many churches which they have
formed, and of the meeting-houses they have built, we must magnify
the name of the Lord who has wronght by so feeble an instrumentality.

Evangelists are now supported by the agency at the Tabernacle, and
sent forth hither and thither to arouse the churches. Upon this effort
a special blessing has rested, enough tu fill all hearts with delighted
thaokfulness,

During a considerable period hundreds of orphans have been fed, and
clothed, and trained for time and eternity bemeath the wings of the
church of God, and many scores of these are now engaged in honourable
business, prospering in life, in membership with Christian charches, and
- delighting to own themselves in a special manner children of the Taber-
nacle, sons of the Stockwell Orphanage. This is a well-spring of joy
sufficient for a life. Those who have laboured with us in this holy
work have a wealth of satisfaction in looking back upon the way
wherein the Lord hath led us in this benevolent enterprise. Both the
providence and the grace of God have been abundantly illnstrated
in this delightfnl service. If the story could ever be fully written—as
it never can be—it would redound to the praise of the faithful, promise-
keeping Saviour, who said to us at the first, “ My God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

Nor is this all, nor can all be told. An army of colporteurs at this
present moment covers our conntry ; ninety or more men are going
from house to house with the word of God and pare literature, endeav-
ouring to enlighten the dark hamlets, and to reach the neglected indi-
vidnals who pine alone upon their sick beds. Priestcraft is thus assailed
by an agency which it little expected to encounter. Where a Noncon-
formist ministry could not be sustained for want of means, a testimony
has been kept alive which has safficed to fetch out the chosen of the
Lord from amid the gloom of superstition, and lead the Lord’s elect
away from priests and sacraments to Christ and the one great sacrifice
for gin. This work grows and must grow from year to year.

The poor but faithful ministers of our Lord have had some little
comfort rendered to them by a quiet, unobtrusive work, which has sap-
plied them with parcels of useful books: a work which is only oars,
and yet most truly ours, becanse it is performed in constant pain and
frequent anguish by her who is our best of earthly blessings. The
_Boolc Fund has a note all its own, but we could not refrain from hear-
ing it as it swells the blessed harmony of service done during the
twenty-five years. ¢ She that tarried at home divided the spoil.”

Time would fail us to rehearse the whole of the other enterprises
which have sprung up around us, and were we inclined to do so and to
become a feol in glorying we should not be able, for bodily weakness
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placks us by the cleeve and cries “ Fordear.” We will forbear, but not
till we have exolaimed, * What hath God wrought | ” Nor till we have
noted with peculiar gratitude that to us is doubly fulfilled the promise,
“ Instead of the fatlrers shall be the children.” Our sons have already
begun to fulfil our lack of service, and will do s0 more and more if our
infirmities increase.

It was right and eeemly that at the close of this period of twenty-
five years some testimonial should be offered to the pastor. The like
bas been worthily done in other cases, and brethren have accepted a
sum of money which they well deserved, and which they have very
properly laid aside as a provision for their families. In our case it did
not seem to us at all fitting that the offering should come into our own
purse : our conscience end heart revolted from the ides. We could
without sin have accepted the gift for our own need, but it seemed
not to be right. We have been 80 much more in the hands of God
than most, e0 much less an agent and so much more an instrament,
that we could not claim & grain of credit. Moreover, the dear and
honoured brethren and sisters in Christ who have snrrounded us these
many years have really themselves done the bulk of the work, and' God *
forbid that we should momnopolize honour which belongs to all the
sainte ! Let the offering come by all means, but let it return to the
source from whence it came. There are many poor in the church, far
more than friends at a distance wonld imagine—many of the most godly
poor, “widows indeed,” and partakers of the poverty of Christ. To
aid the church in its holy duty of remembering the poor, which is the
nearest approach to remembering Christ himself, seemed to ns to be
the highest nee of money; the testimonial will, therefore, go to support
the aged sisters in the Almshouees, and thas it will actually relieve the
fands of the church which are appropriated to the weekly relief of the
necesritous. May the Lord Jesns accept this cup of cold water which
i6 offered in his name ! We see the Lord’s servants fetching for us
water from the well of Bethlehem which is within the gate, and as we
see them cheerfolly and generously setting it at our feet we thank
them, thank them with tears in our eyeg, but we feel that we must not
drink thereof; it must be poured out before the Lord. 8o let it be.
O Lord accept it !

@ht's gowr Perswasion ?

SOME years ago a visitor said to a poor wounded soldier, who lay

dying in the hospital, *“ What church are you of ?” *Of the
church of Christ,” he replied. *I mean, what persuasion are you of ?”’
‘ Persuagion,” said the dying man, as he looked heavenward, beaming
with love to the Saviour, * I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,
shall Le able to separate me from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus.”  None should rest contented with any hope less sure or bright.
—Frow Day to Day. By RoBerT Macponarp, D.D.
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Pustorless Klochs.

UR excellent ocontemporary 7he Walchman, of Boston, United

States, has an article npon American charches and their diffi-

culties in finding pastors which is singularly applicable to the condition
of things in England. We quote the whole paragraph : —

“It is ad to see sheep without a shepherd, and as sad to see a
church without a pastor. At the present time a number of ounr
most able churches are in a pastorless condition, The First
Church in Cleveland has no successor to Dr. Gardner. Emanuel
Church, in Albany, has not filled the place of Dr. Bridgman. The
First Church in Chicago comes into the number of the pastorless.
The old First Charch in New York, for the first time in many years,
has a vacant pulpit. Warren Avenue Church, in Boston, still
waits. The Tabernacle Chorch, Albany, parts with Rev. Frank
Morse, and puts up the sign, ‘ Pulpit to let.” The Fourth Church
in Philadelphia mourns the withdrawal of its favourite. Other
great churches are without pastors. The question arises, * What
is the matter ? We ask not why the pastors left, for in most
cases the reason is obvious. But why is not the pulpit filled ?
Why should Emanuel Church and the Cleveland Church be so
many months in securing a new minister ? There seems to be a
false taste prevailing in our churches which prevents any speedy
settlement of a pastor when a vacancy occurs. The habit is to
send all abont the country to find some wonderful man to do some
wonderfal work, When a ‘supply committee ’ is chosen, they look
over the field, and get their eyes npon some brilliant man who is
supposed to stand at the head of the list. They have the most
important field in the country, and feel sure the genius will come.
They call, and the call is declined. Then the committee strike a
notch lower. Now they are sure, but the elect says, ‘No. Then
they try again—a notch lower, with the same result. By this time
the committee has learned something. The church is tanght
humility, and a call is given to some fair man, who accepts, and
the machinery gets in motion again. What is to become of these
great pastorless churches? They are too big for our theological
institations to fill. They are too important for ar ordinary race
of ministers, They find nobody in the country equal to their
necessities. What is to be done? We might import Spurgeon,
but he refuges to be imported. We might call Hogh Stowel Brown,
but he will not come. Certain it is that churches must be more
moderate in their wants, or we must have a new race of ministers
raised up by some special providence. As it is, we have too many
big charches, or too many little men. The churches are often
made big by fictitious means. They become swollen by self-
laudation. 1Is there no way to swell the ministers? We know of
a lot of men good enough for the best of the vacant churches if
they could only be swollen a little. An institution to inflate
ministers so that they would fil/ vacant pulpits is a desideratum in
our times, when so many churches find it so hard to obtain the men
they want.”
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Mr. Watchman is wickedly poking fan when he talks about inflating
ministers. No preacher would be improved by being “swollen,” and
we are quite sure that 7%he Wakhman would be the very first to object
to the process, The remedy lies in the tgc{)posit,e direction. Churches
need to be brought down from their exalted notions of themselves, and
their eelf-laudstion must come to an end ; or else the old proverb will
find illustration in unexpected quarters—* Pride goeth before destruc-
tion.” When Christian men grow dainty and quarrel with the bread
of life becauee it is not baked in silver tins they are evidently in a
sickly condition, and are in need of something else besides an able
preacher. When they are strong and vigorous they can feed on good,
wholesome spiritual meat, served up without the condiments of genius
and sensationalism : let them judge themselves, aud see whether this
strength does not still abide with them, and if so, let them shake off their
whimsies, and sit down to homely fare, like their brethren.

We know at the present moment churches which are worthy of all
honour from their past history, their pogition, and their liberality to the
cause of God—charches which it would be an hononr to any man to
preside over, for they are composed of intelligent, thooghtfal, Christian
men ; and these churches cannot find & minister in all her Majesty’'s
three kingdoms. It wounld be an iojustice to charge any one of the
members of those churches with self-conceit, for personally snd
privately they are each one sober-minded and lowly; but there
16 8 certain something called *“the church and its status,” of
which they are very proud, and when they meet together in their
corporate capacity this ¢ church and status” is paramonnt in their
thonghts, and they are as puffed up about it as they well can be.
“We must have a man of the first order. It matters not how long
we wait, nor where we look, nor what we give ; our church is of such
8 character and occupies such a position that only a first-class preacher
can be thonght of.” " Filled with this idea, these brethren have heard
some of the excellent of the earth, and have enjoyed their ministry;
but they have conscientionsly denied themselves the privilege of inviting
them to the pastorate, because they have felt that these admirable
brethren were Jacking in classical attainments, or in brilliant oratory.
For themselves, and for their children, the esteemed ministers
whom they have heard were all they could desire; but there were
learned men ontside, or men supposed to be learned, persoms of
influence, or persons thought to be influential, hovering g'ound the
church doors, and for the sake of these the sound, edifying divine must
be put on one side while they looked for a brother who would be abreast
of the times, and would meet the philosophical turn of thought so
current among ‘“‘our more thoughtful young men.” We confess to a
smile as we write the last five words ; fur we have heard of these gentle-
men 80 often that we have the same awe of them as of *the Conserva-
tive working-man.” These churches have several times hit upon the
right men, as they thought, and have endeavoured to entice them away
from the congregations over which they were scttled, bat_their invita-
tions have been respectfully declived. They are still looking out, and
probably will be looking out for anything under the next quarter of a
century, unless they can modify aud moderate their notions of what
they ought to find 1p & minister.
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Besides the risks which they ran by remaining so long pastorless,
risks by no means to be under-rated, there is one which they forget,
namely, that when they do make their choice they will probably select
o man far less worthy of their election than several whom they have
gussed over. The old story of the boy in the wood who needed a stick,

ut felt that with so many around him he should be sure to meet with
a better one by-and-by, has been repeated hundreds of times. That
worthy, as we all know, came at last to the end of the copse, and was
obliged to cut any one he could find, having passed by scores of better
ones earlier in the day.

One of the best things that a church can do is to catch a minister
young, and train him for themselves, Some of the happiest and longest
pastorates in our denomination commenced with the invitation of a
young man from the country to a post for which he was barely quali-
tied. His mistakes were borne with, his efforts were encouraged, and
he grew, and the church grew with him. His pastorate continued for
many & year, since he was under no temptation to leave for another

osition, because he felt at home, and could say, like one of old, “I

well among mine own people.” If our large churches will not try
young men, but must all be provided with tried, experienced, eminent
pastors, there will probably be many vacant pulpits, and a great
mauny reasons for their heing vacant will be stated by letter-writers in
the religions newspapers—reasons all more or less amusing becauose
they show how men can spin theories, as spiders spin webs, oat of their
own interiors, making a little substance go a very long way. God has
promised to send the churches pastors according to his own heart, but
not according to the hearts of those who say ‘° Our pulpit is one of the
most important in the denomination, and therefore we want something
more than sound gospel preaching.” Ouor Lord will never suffer the
churches to be destitute of soul-winning and edifying ministers, but he
hag never promised to give them orators, poets, philosophers, and deep
thinkers. The gifts of the Spirit he will not withhold, bat there are
gifts of mind which are rare, and always will be rare so long as the
earth remaineth, and these he may not see fit to give to a larger average
of men in this age than in former periods. If the churches direct
their choice by these rare mental attainments, the selection of a pastor
will be difficult in all cases, and growingly difficult as the number of
our churches shall be multiplied.

‘We by no means suggest that pastors should bechosen in a hurry, or
that intelligent churches should select ignorant ministers, or that zeal
and spirituality should alone be considered in the election; on the
contrary, we heartily recognise the need of care, and we sympathize with
the difficulties felt by our larger churches in finding suitable preachers.
It is far better to wait for years than Lo be carried away by a few
starring sermons, and choose a man who will cling to the church like a
limpet, and suck out its very life Jike a fungus. Better no man than
the wrong man. Our larger and more educated churches might with
advantage have refined and learned men as their leaders. We believe
that the more a man knows the better, and the more culture he has
the better; but at the same time education, refinement, talent, and
culture are not everything, and the admiratiou of them may be carried
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a great deal too far. Gifts may be exalted above graces, and the flowers
of nature made to rival the fruita of the Spirit ; and this will be a
grievous error. We also believe that large and influential churches
should, ne a rule. look out men of considerable experience and proved
ability to be their spiritnal overseers, but even this may be overdone, and
50 much overdone that, when the Lord sends the right mau for the place,
he may be rejected, because of his youth, to the church’s serious loss.
Let the higheet and holiest ends of the gospel ministry be well con-
sidered, and let a pastor be sought for mainly with the view of edifying
the church and glorifying God, and we are persnaded that a pastor will
be found ere long. Let the brethren meet in prayer continually, and
lay their case before the great Head of the church, and we feel per-
suaded that he who holds the seven stars in his right hand will find a
star for each pleading church. We are far from wishing to insinuate that
the pastorless churches have not prayed already, but we would urge them
o greater importonity in supplication, and beg them to couple with
heir earnest request a full resolve to have a man not eo much of their
»wn choice as of the Lord’s own choosing. We may not succeed when
re pray for a pastor after our own ideal, but we cannot fail when we
lay all our wishes and desires at the Master’s feet, and cry, ““ Send by
whomsoever thou wilt send.” This business must become more divine
ind less buman; we must Jook up as well as look around, and we shall
ind the upward glance to be the more successful. C.H S

Glermml Punishment.

VENERABLE minister, with compassionate earnestness, once
A preached 8 sermon npon eternal punishment. On the next day
wome thonghtless men agreed that one of their number shounld go to
him, and, if possible, draw him into a discussion. He went accord-
ngly, and began the conversation, saying, “I believe there is a small
lispute between you and me, and I thought that I would call this
morning and try to settle it.” < Ah!” said the good man, “ what is
it “Why,” he replied, “ you eay that the woe of the finally impeni-
tent will be eternal, and I do not think it will.” ¢ Oh, if that is all,”
he anewered, * there is no dispute between you and me. If yom turn
to Matthew xxv. 26, you will find that the dispute is between you and
the Lord Jesne Christ, and I advise you to go immediately and settle
it with him.”

@hy Fegroes ure Buplists.

T the American and Foreign Bible Society’s annual meeting last
A vear, one of the speakers, the Bev. Mr. Lodge, eaid, ¢ In answer
to the question, why so many of the coloured Christians are Baptists, he
said bLe was of the opinion of an old Negro Baptist, who, when
asked why this was so, replied, * We culled folks hab no book larnen, so
we're foced and druve to take de Bible straight as it read, and we counld
come to no other conclusion.” ”— Laplis! Almanacl.
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A Huturduy Fight at Forthampton.

BY G. HOLDEN PIKF,

HAVING long desired to see Northampton, the capital of the leather
. trade, we accomplished our purpose on the second Saturday of last
October, one of those bright, bracing autumnal days which are the glory
of the fall of the year in our English climate. Thetrain, by the Midland
route, passes many spots of great historical interest. At Bedford we are
in the county of Bunyan and of numberless Paritan associations; and
while we are passing the still delightfully quiet village of Olney, we
naturally think of poor Cowper—of his hares, nis gardening, and his
summer-honse study, then of his charming letters, which now rank
with our standard literature. Busy Northampton is reached at two
o’clock, just when the factories are closing for the week, and the work-
people are turning out for half-a-day’s marketing and relief from toil.
If it were not for certain drawbacks, a Saturday afternoon in a pro-
vincial manufacturing town would constitute one of the happiest sights
of England. Unbappily many drawbacks are paiofully apparent; and
to some of these, as well as to the means used for their extinction, we
purpose devoting the present paper.

Northampton is an ancient town ; so old, indeed, that archaologists
are not able to give an account of its origin. Through the Dark Ages
the place repeatedly suffered from the warlike factions which then dis-
tracted the nation. It has seen sieges and battles too numerous to
mention; and its area has been wasted twice by fire. Though fortified
in the Parliamentary interest during the civil war in the seventeenth
century, one of the principal churches glorifies the memory of Charles
I1., by retaining a statne of that royal merry-andrew over its main
entrance. In walking through the main thoroughfares the sight-seeing
tourist will find plenty of objects worthy of attention ; and if he cares
to ascend the tower of the ancient roand charch of the Holy Sepulchre,
the view will amply repay him for the trouble and risk of climbing
worn narrow steps and old ladders. Localities of special interest can be
pointed ont in various directions; but as our present business lies in
the streets below, we have not leisure sufficient to give them attention.

Probably we should not be exceeding the trath if we were to say that
Northampton has trebled its population in filty years. In 1833 there
were some thirteen hundred boot and shoemakers resident in the town ;
but we have in our own time heard of a manufacturer who would occa-
sionally employ a thousand people on his own account. In the old days of
slower travelling Northampton boasted much of the extensive traffic
brought by those waggons and coaches which passed daily to and fro
along the Great North Road ; and so carefully were vested interests pro-
tected that the railway company were frustrated in their wishes to place the
town on the main line. The coaching traffic contributed to enrich
certain clasges of the population ; but the era of railways has brought a
commercial activity and a general prosperity which never entered into
the dreams of a former generation. Though the extensive stables of
some favourite ‘hostelries may still remain desolate, only to remind us
of the days that are gone, great factories have arisen in their stead. and
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streete of enburban villas, standing where hedgerows used formerly to
luxariate, all tell the same story of spirited enterprire and abounding
wealth.

If we torn our attentiom to the industrial population, we shall find
that they are injuriouely affected by two giant encmies—Drink and
lufidelity. If they were all clustered together, the public-houses in this
ape town wonld form & large sized village; for in certain spots they
appear to stand as thickly as stacka in a rick-yard. But as rivers must
have their springs, 8o must drinking-shops have their sources of supply ;
and, accordingly, several extensive breweries have daring the last few
years arisen in Northampton. In conversing on local matters, one

ears some ominous references made to the * brewing interest;” and we
need only look at the great buildings, with their tall chimneys and
powerful machinery, to understand that that interest is very strong
indeed. A vast proportion of the workpeople’s earnings must go in
exchauge for drink ; otherwise brewers and publicans wounld be less
thriving than they are. Abroad in the streets on Saturday night we
see enough to confirm this testimony. The taverns are doing what the
vulgar call “a roaring trade”; and in the low parts of the town the
riotous telk and Bacchanalian songs of a ‘free and easy ” make night
hideoas, while they show how readily youths and girls will crowd the
path to ruin. Some hours later, or after eleven o’clock, other sights
and sounds are met with which still testify that when the drink is in
the wits are ont. Drunken people stagger hither and thither across
the path of orderly passengers, they fight and quarrel among themselves,
and create an uproar at home in a manner too sadly characteristic of
their classto need depicting. The vested interests of great brewers and
wealthy poblicans are necessarily bnilt upon no more worthy fonnda-
tion than the shame and misery of a large proportion of the working
classes.

The market-place is so far a pleasant contrast to all this that it
resembles & provision fair. Butchers and grocers have their stalls, and
business is as brisk as it always is where there are thonsands of working
people abroad with wages in their pockets which they are bound to
spend. To judge from the large quantity of foreizn meat which is
disposed of, there is no prejudice emong carriers and shoemen against
Awmerican fed beef and bacon ; and to be impartial the samples ex-
hibited of these, as well as the cheese and other articles, are sufficiently
tempting to eatisfy even a fastidions appetite. The cheap-jack and the
quack vendor of universal remedies for human maladies can each com-
mand an audience, many of whom, however, are happily nostram proof.
The scene is on all sides as diversified as it is animated.

Again, we turn to a darker phase of life ; for the day happens to be
what the townspeople call the Michaelmas Mop-fair for hiring servant
girle. In past days this was an important institution of the county,
and the maidens really stood in rows to be hired like so many intelli-
gent cattle. However picturesque this costom may have been, it has
now become obsclete as an ordeal too humiliating and dangerous for
connlry women to undergo with impunity. At the same time the
ancient costom lingers, and if it should ever die at all the fair shows a
disposition to die hard. As it ig, troops of girls living in the outlying
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country distriots regard the day as a holiday, and come into the
town by way of recreation. They may be seen all aboat the main streeta
maoking strenuous endeavours to enjoy themselves, and looking as if
they succceded in doing so in the rough fashion which is alone possible
under the circumstances. Still, as night draws on apace the spectacle is
not & cheery one ; and the notice put up at the Corn Ezchange, “A
Ball to-night—admission sixpence each'; is not in any sense re-
asguring. It may be very business-like on the part of the Ezchange
managers to look well after the main chance, to let no opportanity slip
of making money, and so to attract inexperienced yoang creatares into
the arena of temptation for the sake of their sixpences ; but we shounld
certainly have respected them more if, in this respect, they had shown
less enterprige. A large number of girls, young men, and hobbledehnys
paid for admission ; and on looking into the great room we saw enough
to convince us that to many such a place might prove the very threshold
of rnin. At first sight it seemed perfectly amazing that young women to
whom a good name was their capital, and perhaps their only fortune,
should voluntarily trifle with a reputation which, like the bloom on
summer frait, is lost for ever if lost at all. The hilarity of the fair
without, with its horse laughter and coarse sports, was sufficiently de-
pressing; but it was a stage above the sixpenny ball-room, where the
very mirth produced a sickening effect until we were glad to turn
away.

While perambulating the streets with a gentleman who kindly acted
ag guide and informant in general on local topics, we naturally made
enquiries respecting the work of the town miesionary ; and finding that
this deserving Christian brother was well known, we turned down a
side street, knocked at the door of a certain little house, and before we
thoroughly realized the fact, we were earnestly engaged in cenversation
with a man we looked upon for the first time. Our new friend, who had
a very open, cheery countenance, spoke about his work with an enthn-
siasm which was irresistible. His heart was in his work, and so it had
need to be, since he labours in a parish where a third part of the six
thousand inhabitants are deists, infidels, and atheists. Did any extra-
ordinary cases of reclamation occor ? O yes, many of the conversions
were very remarkable. The Bible-reader placed the candle on the table,
and sifting down in his shirt sleeves he leaned forward resting on his
arms, and narrated one example after another of the triumphs of grace
over Northampton secularists. We found that he could also tell of the
terrific consequences of dying impenitent. In the course of a quarter
of an hour we had come upon the very source of information we were
longing to find. We listened with greedy ears, and were beyond
measure interested. How came infidelity to strike its deadly roots so
deep among the Northampton artisans ? What was the temper of its
professors ?  What were the prospects of Christian work in the town ?
These were the questions we bad for some time wished to have
angwered, and our newly-found acquaintance was the very man to
illuminate our understanding.

Daring some years we have usually regarded Northampton as a dark
8pot upon the map of England, as one of the strongholds, in point of
fact, of the unbelieving world. We found, however, that Atheistical
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Scculariem was not precisely the kind of thing we had supposed it Lo
be. In itself the system is a8 deadly as anything which the devil and
deloded men could invent ; but it is not easy for the human heart to
rest upon such & foundation and hush itself into peace. A woman like
Mire Martineau might be able to travel, in a few natural stages, from a
Socinian meeting-house to the goal of blank atheiem; and in a
queralous, chattering old age talk about peace, end the Lreezes of
nature ; the case is far different with thoughtful working men, who
have not quite forgotten their Sunday-school lessons learned in past and
happier years. They did not start from the Socinian half-way house;
and when they want to be right, and yet all the while can only Aspe
that their system is true, it is terribly difficult work to live a Secu-
larist, and to determine to die one. It is comparatively easy to fill
the head full of arguments, but, desperately wicked as it is by natare,
the heart will not always follow. The Secularist may live the life of a
dare-devil, but he is never sure that he is right. There is a vulnerable
spot upon his heart, his eye yields before the cold glance of the last
coemy. On this account a parish which is confessedly a hotbed of
atheism may prove to a devout mind e school of uuanswerable
Christian evidence. The manner in which secularism breaks down in
sickness and death is one of the finest possible testimonies that the
gospel alone can supply the wants of man in the hour of need. Let
us give a case in poini on the anthority of our trustworthy friend,
the missionsary.

A year or two ago there was a man living at Northampton who went
by the name of Old C——, and for some years prior to C——'s last
illnees he was well known to the Bible-reader. Though only an
ordinary artisan the man prided himself on his intelligence ; he read
books and periodicals; he attended *Free thought” lectures; he
thought for himself, and whatever he did or left undone in the
world the man fully determined to be consistent throughout and
to “ die like a brick.” Being an extreme radical in politics, and
an uncompromising partisan of the Secularist leaders, who from
time Lo time visited the town, C—— did not care even to engage in
conversation, save when talking gave him an opportunity of opposing
the claims of Christianity. During five long years the man was vieited
by thLe Bible-reader, but nothing could be made of him; it seemed as
likely that the heavens wonld fall as that the unbeliever wounld yield his
poeitions. He gave out that he was thoroughly decided and satisfied ;
he intended to hold on as an atheist till the last, and then to reflect
credit on his profeseion by dying ae he had lived.

About twelve months before his death C—— received into his
house a lodger, a single young man, whose mind was soon assailed by
hie landlord’s notions. Because no chance was allowed to go by, these
endeavoure were partially successful: the gospel was rejected; atheism
wae Liailed as a system wortby of universal acceptance. There was, how-
ever, one weak place in the young man’s mind—the thonght of death
inepired him with extreme horror. He could look up to his elder friend
and respect bis opinions; but still the question would be asked, ¢« How
shall you gel on at death# “ My boy,” answered C——, feeling that
liis pride was touched in a tender place, “if you are with me in the
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hour of death you will see me die lile a brick.” In his own home
was tolerably kind and affable, and on this account his lodger became
attached to him, and correspondingly prejudiced against Christianity.

In course of time the young man left the house of his old friend,
married the woman of his choice, and set np a home of his own. Then
came other changes; for as he increased in years C—'s failing eye-
sight necessitated his going into the workhonse. To a hard working
man the sorest cross in life has come when he goes on the parish, and
we are not aware that C was any exception to the rule. Be that as
it may, the young man manifested unwonted interest when he heard of
his late landlord’s misfortnnes, and he heartily, as well as generously,
formed his plans accordingly. He had not forgotten the boast about
being able to die like a brick, and he wished to test,in a straight-
forward manner, a sceptic’s courage in prospect of death. With this
object in view, be actually offered the infirm old infidel a room rent-free,
the privilege of being allowed to witness the last victory in an atheist’s
career being regarded as ample remunneration. The offer was grate-
fully accepted, without the aged man’s being aware of the thoughts
which were coursing through his friend’s mind.

After leaving the workhonse C—— gradually became weaker, and at
last he necessarily remained indoors, without any prospect of being
able again to go abroad. The time of sifting and of testing had come.
If there was anything sapporting in atheism, now let it be proved. In
health and strength a resolve had been made to ““die like a brick;” if
the Bible was not what it professed to be, all things were favourable to
the keeping of the resolution. The poor old man sorely needed some-
thing to comfort him ; for as he lay half blind and helpless he seemed
to lack all that was cheering, both as regards this world and the next.
The enemy was at the door ; what could he say to him? A set of
principles that had fed self-conceit in the day of strength were nothing
now; or if they were anything they were nothing better than a set of
phantoms which had allured him on to destruction, to leave him alone
in anguish at last to shift for himself. Through wakeful nights and
long monotonous days the man lay thinking of his sad state, and at
length he said to his wife, ¢“ T can’t die lLike this/” What ? not after
all that he had professed ? Not after having declared through a long
life that he would close up by dying like a brick? Well, what
then ; would he like to see the Scripture-reader ? He thought it
extremely doubtful whether the district visitor would come, but if the
wife would make a trial he should be glad. The woman went on her
errand, the Bible-reader at once responded to the call, to find C—
helpless in a chair. * O sir,” he cried, “I am glad to see you; I was
afraid you would not come. I ask you to forgive me the many hard
things I've often said.” (O, what were they?” asked the reader.
“You know, sir, I've often called you the old gospel-grinder,” answered
C——. “But O, feel very sorry. I know infidelity can do me no
good. Tam like a man tossed about on the sea without an anchor.
What shall I do?” The infidel having been a sailor in younger years,
he used a_terribly suggestive simile when he spoke of an anchorless
ship; and anxiety marked his features and gleamed out of his eyes as
he repeated the ‘question, * What shall I do?” The enquiry called
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forth a ready soswer, however. The Christian friend spoke about the
gift of Christ ; bat at once foond that when he had to explain the plen
of malvation it was necessary to begin at the very beginning. Like
thousands of others, C had rejected the gospel without inowing
anything about its natare or the evidence that proved its sapernatural
origin. He now heard about the law, and for the first time listened
earnestly to the recital ; but when the sequel came of how Christ died
and took away the curse, tears coursed down the old man’s face s he
cried, “ What good news, if I can only get it!” He was assured of
God's willingness to save to the uttermost, and after being committed
to his Father’s keeping in prayer, he was left in a hopeful condition.

On the following day, being Friday, C—— was visited in the morning,
and also in the evening. While the hymn « Jesus loves me ”* was being
sung he called out, *“ Yes, I have it now, now Jesus loves me.” While
making a forther visit on the sncceeding Sabbath, the reader was ac-
companied by the vicar of the parish and the vicar’s wife. O, sir,
how good God is,” said the dying man to the minister, “ He has saved
my soul.” The vicar spoke about the finished work of Christ and of
the joys of heaven. The man’s face became illumined with joy as he
asked the friends to sing another hymn, *“The great Physician now is
mear.” “ O sir,” he continued, still looking at the vicar, * how beantiful
this is ; but O the misspent time ; it will follow me through eternity.”
Though the vicar remarked that what God had forgiven would never be
remembered, there were still bannting thoughts of misspent time—
thoughts which have power to sting and torture, even after the sweetness
of pardon is realized. C—— lay for several weeks after this, and per-
sistentiy called on those around not to weep for him, but to weep for
sin and to have faith in God. During the last few remaining days of
his life his faith strengthened, and he pasesd away triumphantly from
earth to heaven. If it can be said that C died like a brick after
all, we shall have to admit that he did so in a manner quite contrary
from what was originally intended. .

An experience like the foregoing would seem to prove very conclasively
that Lhowever secnlarism may seem to cover & man in fair weather, it
utterly fails when its snbjects want a shelter from the storms and ills of
life during the weakness of age or disease. In nine cases out of ten
which come under the notice of the Christian visitor, infidelity breaks
down in the hour of trial. We mention a trath to avoid any show of
exaggeration ; but in point of fact the proportion is even greater. The
testimony of the Bible reader is that the instances in which Secalarism
holde out consistently without misgiving till the last are very few and
far between. This is a cause for thankfulness; but at the same time
we necd not shuot our eyes to the unutterable ruin and remorse which
scepticism is capable of bringing down on the heads of its votaries.
We are not fond of writing detsils of this description, though ome
striking exemple may be given by way of warning. The man M
wus well known to many in Northampton as a bootmaker; and onr
friend the reader, who had frequently spoken to him in life about the
interzsts of the sonl, also stood by when the messenger of death had
come.

M—— was addicted toexcessive drinking, and in that respect was unlike
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Old C——, from whom he also differed in some other traitaof character,
being far less sociable and amiable. C was natarally good
natared ; M——— was a more morose unbeliever. As a rule, he was ton
proud and self-satisfied even to receive a tract ; and he nsually refused
to converse on religious topics, excepting when he happened to be the
worse for drink; he wounld then retail the questions and objections he
had heard started by so-called working men leaders at Secalarist mees-
ings in the town. Though Northampton is a stronghold of scepticism,
the entire fabric appears to rest on no firmer foundation than this:
professional lecturers, who make a living by their calling, do their best
to revivify old objections such as bring no difficnlty to Christian
scholars, and which have been answered again and again by competent
critics. The artisans who embrace these opinions naturally take the
one-sided views of men who are constantly hearing only one side, and
thus the mischief extends its fatal empire.

On the last Sabbath of his life, M——, in accordance with the cns-
tom prevalent among his class, toiled at his trade throngh the livelong
day, and in the evening found himself suddenly overtaken by a painfal
internal disease. The doctor who was now hastily summoned at once
pronounced the case to be entirely hopeless. On hearing this doleful
news the woman with whom M had cohabited became so far con-
cerned about her paramour’s eternal interests that she was not willing
to stand by and see him die like a dog, without prayer or Scripture
being uttered at the bedside. In her anxiety or terror she sent for the
reader, who attended immediately, as requested. Our friend the mis-
sionary is not likely ever to lose his vivid recollections of that Sunday
night’s experience. He approached the dying man, and enquired in kindly
tones abount his condition. There was, however, no time for common-
place civilities, for the haggard countenance and the glare of the man’s
eyes as he stared at the intruder with wild intensity told what kind of
a crisis wasat hand. “ Would yon like me to read and pray with yom,
M—— ?” agked the visitor. ¢ No, it’s too late,” was the man’s reply,
the very room shaking as he spoke. Terrified at what he beheld,
the Scriptare reader felt the Bible shaking in his hand. Then he
endeavoured to offer a silent prayer ; but he felt as thongh the heavens
had become brass, while some invisible influence checked his aspira-
tions. He found that he could onmly stand motionless and helpless,
an unwilling spectator of the scene. Then he was startled by
hearing the stricken bootmaker—now a sceptic no longer—call
out with shocking emphasis, “He’s mocking! He’s laughing!”
Feeling that his nerves were failing the reader sank into a seat,
and asked, “ Who is mocking, my friend, who is langhing ?” “ Why
God !” replied the other with a furious stare. Then he would
continue, *‘ He’s laughing ! He’s mocking me ! Too late! Too late!”
The terrified reader could say no more, for he believed that the man was
given up by the Lord. His confession was heightened by another in-
cident observed by no one save himself. The Bible he held opened as
if of its own accord, and the words which met his cye were, ““ I also will
laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh.” So far
Phe scene was altogether a fearful ome, but it was not quite ended.
The woman, who had usnally been recognised as Mrs. M——, stood
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within the chamber ; and, glancing savagely in that direction, the dying
man had a word for her. “Go out!” he shrieked with peremptory
earnestness ; *“ Go out; you've helped to damn my soul!” The reader
hurried from the scene. The news next heard told him that M——
was dead.

The two cases we have given will show that there are two ways of
dying; and that while the pardoning mercy of God can reach to the
very gates of destruction, as it did in the case of C , 6 man may trifle
too Jong and be surrounded at last with the black night of despair. We
give the case as an example, and as a warning. Already good has been
brought out of evil; for one of the atheistical school who attended with
otherson M in his sickness surrendered the principles of Secnlarism
once and for ever. It was possible to Zve without religion, but he had
seen quite enough to convince him that infidelity was not a thing to be
carried into the gathering shades of life’s last honrs. C—— mades
resolve that he wonld die like a brick; and he died so much better
than he intended that some declared he was bonght by the parson.
M-——, on the contrary, held on until it was too late to retnrn, and
found that Secularism brought bitterness and confusion. Two trees
are before us ; is it not fair to judge of them by their fruits ?

“ There's the Lord's Amsfoer.”

BIANY years ago, when in my country charge, I returned one after-

noon from e funeral, fatigued with the day’s work. After a long
ride, I had accompanied the mourners to the churchyard. As I neared
my stable door, I felt a strange prompting to visit a poor widow who,
with her invalid daughter, lived in a lonely cottage in an outlying part
of the parish. My natural relnctance to make another visit was over-
come by a feeling which I could not resist, and I turned my horse’s
head towards the cottage. I was thinking only of the poor widow’s
spiritnal needs; but when I reached her little house I was struck with
its look of unwonted bareness and poverty. After putting a little
money into her hand, I began to enquire into their circumstances, and
found that their supplies had been utterly exhausted since the night
before. I asked them what they had done. *I just spread it out
before the Lord !” “ Did you tell your case to any friend ?” * Oh no,
gir; naebody kens but himsel’ and me! I kent he wadna forget, but
I didna ken hoo he wad help me till I saw you come riding ower the
brae, and then I said, ‘ There’s the Lord’s answer !"” Many a time
has the recollection of this incident encouraged me to trost in the
loving care of my hLeavenly Father.
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Letter from omr Brethren in Spuin,

ELOVED PRESIDENT,—We are passing through scenes in some
points similar to those which the Reformers passed through in the
sixteenth century, and throungh which the readers of 74e Sword and the
Trowel pass mentally at their winter evening firesides as they read of
those times. We thus have some sympathy with I)’Aubigné’s words
in the preface to his * Reformation,” where he says that ““ He was called
by the circamstances in which he was placed in Germany and in his own
country to take part in struggles similar to theirs (the Reformers’) . .
The fields of labour on which he was engaged were, it is true, not ex-
tensive; the battles he had to fight were, in comparison to theirs, to
use a celebrated expression of Voltaire, but as a tempest in a tambler
—Une tempéle dans une verre d'eau, while those of the Reformers were
like the ocean storms which beat and break to pieces the stardiest
ships.”

VpVe labour amongst a people as ignorant as that before which a2 monk
could rise and say, © They have invented a new language, which they
call Greek, and all who read it infallibly become heretics; and as for
the Hebrew, my brethren, those who study it immediately become
Jews.” The priests are as boldly liars as the writer of the decretals of
Isidore, and are immoral enough to be described in the main by Luther’s
words : * Every man feels disgust when he sees or hears of an ecclesi-
astic.”” Even their bishops think the priests bad enough to tell them
in conclave that the church greatly owes its low state to the im-
moral conduct of the priests; and as for the.ciwil authorities, they join
with the ecclesiastical power to give battle to the spreading of the
word of God. We are also glad to add that as the people in Luther’s
day longed for something better than the domination of Rome, so we
find it now. This may help to explain much that you may read about
Spanish work, and it may be, in a special manner, what we are now
about to write.

As we told yon, when we saw you last, we wish to hire preaching-
places in the villages and small towns about Vigo. The last placenpon
which we fixed was Redondella, a small town scarcely three leagues from
Vigo, toward the fanatical town of Santiago. We went one fine morn-
ing to spy out the place, and, as we expected, on our arrival we found
one firm friend, a man who had been converted at one of our meetings
bere in Vigo. We left him to look out for a house fit for our purpose.
He found ome, on which we fited. But now begins the “tempest.”
The bishop of the diocese authorises the priests to rent any house
which we may be endeavouring to obtain at any cost; and what with
their threatenings and promise of more rent, the landlord refused us
the house, and let it to the priests. No matter, we got another and a
better, and there is no fear of the priests getting it.

We have arrived from Vigo, and have gone down from the railway
station to the meeting place. Our friend the carpenter has done his
work. There is the little platform, there are the seats, unpretentions
enough certainly. Now, thank God for giving us the house,* thank

* What a number of towns and villages in the immediate neighbourhood, easily
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God for enabling us to furnish another meeting-place! May many come,
and fill it. and may the glory of God fill it too during the preaching.
Oh to think that in this place for centurios, if ever, the gospel:has not
been preached! Two or three men come to the door. ¢ Come in,
friende—take seats,” and so they do.

Whatever noise is that ? The whole town must be up. Shout after
shout from dozens of voices ! ** Mueran los Protestantes!” (Let the
Protestants die). If that continue, farewell preaching this night, and
farewell congregation teo, for what Spaniard ever so desirous of coming
will dare pass through the mob, as pass he must if he come to the
meeting ¥ Here comes one who has done it, all excited and panting with
fear! Hear him! The priests have hired those rascals! They are
bearing two large banners, with a caricature of Luther, and the super-
scription—* Out with Luther!” So gasps out our new comer between
breaths ; and one who accompanied us from Vigo, bearing o piece of
canvas ahout five feet long, says, * Yes, and here is one of the banners.”
The fact is, the last speaker, a Christian, not knowing much of Christian
practice just yet, had set upon the whole mob and-robbed them of their
ensign. What could we do? A

“You receive the people, and I'll see the magistrate,” we said one to
the other, and we went into the black and dark night, thinking Ged
alone can make us safely reach the magistrate’s office. Here we ap-
proach the first crowd. How shall we pass throngh it ? God had pro-
vided for it long ago. ¢ One shall chase a thousand.” The fear of the
Lord was upon the people ; and when we approached, crowd after crowd
fled as fast ag did the Philistines after their champion had been slain.
We reminded the magistrate of his duty to keep public order; and re-
turned to our friends. But what howling! What a din of yelling of
“ Let Luther die! Ount with you! out with yon! Let the Protestants
die ! let the Protestants die”” And all this coming from a hundred
voices at once. Imagine this repeated as we pass through crowd after
crowd, all in the dark, only a feeble oil lamp here and there making
darkmess visible. Last of all, when we arrived at the most lonely and
dark part of the way, the whole gang gnashed and yelled behind us,
and we could only think, “ My sonl, wait thou only npen God, for my
expectatian is from him ;” and, thanke be unto God, we did return with
our lives.

“Why ever did you go among euch fanatics ? Of course, nobody
after this came to hear?” Quite the contrary. We are not allowed to
advertise our meetings ; but no advertisement could have served our
turn half o well as this priestly manifestation. Not a person is there,
either far or near, who does not know all about our meetings after that
most notorions yelling. Do not think the noise represented the feelings
of the majority. Now that these men had done all that they could
against us as they thought, they fell into the pit which they had digged.

accessible, need the gospel ! Of course in every new place we open we have to pay
for furnishing and the rent. Money received from the Tabernacle aseisted us te
furnish this place ; and we threaten if we receive plenty of money and prayers from
the readers of The Sword and the Tromel, to drive the whole of the priests out of
Gulicia! What more could anybody want, except it be the salvation of the sheep
when forsaken by these wolves ?
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Not only did they announce our meetings to others more favonrably
inclined, but they even disgusted their own party ; and staunch Roman
Catholics came to us at the commencement of the service, saying, “ We
have come to protest against this acandalons affair.” One of the prin-
cipal men of the town came right through the crowd ap to the door,
ond said, “I cannot come into your meeting, my conacience forbids.
that; but I come to protest agninst what the priests have done to-
night.” Another gentleman stood with us in the midst of the crowd
in the open market-place, saying, ‘I am sorry, gentlemen, for what is:
taking place ; but rather than you should be harmed, I will be the first
to die.” A third passing throngh the crowd said to the disturbers,
“TLeave that nonsense, I am going to the meeting, you come along.”
All seemed hushed as by magic; aud during the preaching not a single
sound was heard to interrupt, either from within or without. Thus
began, continued, ceased, and resulted in good, the maehinations of the
iests.

“ Not a good preparation for preaching,” you think. Ah, but there
was One there who cduld say, ‘ Be still and know that I am God ”; ay,
and beside all that, who could help preaching ? Man ! See those people
crowding into the small room; and others crowding outside too, who
had never heard the everlasting gospel before! Why, it would nearly
make the dumb speak! Begging help and power from God, we told
them abont him of whom the angel eaid to Joseph, “ Thou shalt call
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.” We told
them that he saves from the punishment of sin by being punished for
us on the cross ; from the power by his Holy Spirit changing our hearts;
from the practice of sin in the same manner, for whosoever is born of
God sinneth not. Ay, ke himself saves. Not Mary, blessed as she was
and is; not Peter, nor any saint. He came to save his people,—his
people, those chosen ones of God, who everywhere recognise their Re-
deemer, and proclaim him with shouting both Saviour and King.

During the preaching much seriousness reigned. Nods of assent
came from every quarter. The fact is, the people during the meeting
were being nndeceived. Those to whom the priests had said of us,—
‘“ They neither believe in God nor Christ,”—saw that the reverse was the
case. Those to whom they had said, ‘* They speak evil of the Virgin,”
heard her praised ; and people who had been informed that we were
licentious men, heard good works put into their proper place. Yes,
and best of all, those who have been from their yonth up accustomed
to see heaven bought and sold, heard of a Saviour who not only saves
Wflthoult our money, but more, who himself pays in blood the ransom
of souls.

All retired quietly, some having stayed a while behind to bid us wel-
come to the town, and explain that the meeting-place was far too small,
and that a crowd had to go away for lack of room. If, after the
novelty has passed away, there be necessity, we hope to obtain a larger
place from the same landlord.

“You spoke about the civil anthorities joining with the priests.”
Yes, and on Lord’s-day last we went to preach, and when in the pulpit
giving out the first hymn, the sergeant of police came right into the
chapel in full uniform, his sword by his side, and said, “ The pastor or
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pastors must at once present themaselves in the magistrate’s office.” We
were thus taken from our pulpit, obliged to leave our congregation, and
on pain of disobedience to go to the magistrate. All that this
functionary had to say to ua was, “I have complaints that either
you, or your dependents, have been pubicly propagating your religious
views; and I will write to Pontevedra and ask the governor to allow me
to proceed against you legally.” “ We have no dependents; we have
made no public manifestation” (it happened this time to be so). * Have
you anything further to say ?’ “No.” * Well, you have broken the law
in a grave matter ; you have, contrary to law, entered our chapel, taken
us from the very pulpit, and have kept our congregation waiting for us.
This we have witnesses to prove. Good day.”

Now, what can English resders think of such barbarous conduct as
this ? Here are priests and legal authorities linked together, the latter
even breaking, in the most shameless maunner, the law which they are
sel up to enforce. What motives can they have ? Of course, they mean
to frighten the ignorant. Poor people, what do they know of the law,
and how can they understand, but in the sense most unfavourable to
the gospel, an armed chief of police taking the minister from the pulpit ?

We visited the place again, end had our week-night meeting on
Tuesday last, and learned that they are getting up the said case against
us. How annoying all this is your readers will understand. We are
expecting, at every moment, the police officers to come and hanl us
away to answer an unfounded charge, perhaps, backed up by a hundred
false witnesses; but the Lord of hostsis with us, the God of Jacob is
our refuge, and we calmliy look to him. Of course we have written to
the English vice-consul here, and by this time he will have asked an
explanation of the magistrate as to his illegal conduct; but this would
not hinder the case going on against us. We should be glad if you would
remember us at the Monday evening prayer-meeting, praying that we
may be delivered from these wicked men, and that the congregation
may not decrease.

“Yes, yes, but yon know very well there are no results in your Spanish
work.” Indeed! you a reader of T%s Sword and the Trowel, and think
any of the students of the Pastors’ College preach without souls being
saved! The fact is, with respect to mach of our work there are results
which we can know nothing about for the present. On the seed-plot of
many a hundred souls during our six years’ labour in Spain the seed of
the kingdom of God has been sown. We sowed it broadcast among
thoussnds during our stay in Barcelona; we expect fruit from our
preaching in the open-air, from village to village, round about Madrid ;
thonsands have heard in Corunna the word of life; and of Vigo we
may say the same. True, we hope there are many results we know
nothing about ; but also with respect to what we know, we thank God
that he has not allowed our efforts to be fruitless. In our last letter we
spoke of five baptized and received into church fellowship in Corunna.
Since then we have received twenty others. Shortly after, we left the little
company with its own native pastor, having endeavoured during two
years to give him what instruction we could. They continue holding
their ground till now, and the last news is that the congregation
nereases, and others are near the kingdom. In Vigo, where we
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now labour, we are neither without manifest frmit nor signs of life.
We had baptized our first four, lately we baptized two—a husband
and wife. One, anxious about his soul, fastened upon the passage,
“Lnter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly.” He has obeyed, and does obey the
command ; and amidst the yells and blasphemies of his own household,
contioues to do it. Who can doubt the resalt ? The other day a young
prodigal came smongst us—a regular rascal. He had been tempted
by another Joseph’s mistress to enter into deeper sin than he had been
accustomed to. When about to plunge in he got amongst us, God
found him, filled him with sorrow and joy—sorrow for sin, and plen-
teous joy in the Lord. His head, heart, and mouth are full of Christ.
Because he confessed him with bis mouth he lost his situation. He
has obtained other means of getting a livelihood, and is unchanged
in his open confession of Christ. This moroing an old man who sits
at the wayside begging confessed to having received sight from the
touch of the Son of David. “I am seventy-seven years of age. My
wife, two-and-a-half months ago, was taken from me. The people call
me a fool becaunse I believe in Jesus. I can scarcely walk, but night
and day the word of Christ is present with me, and I have peace and
joy in my heart. Jesus paid my debt on the cross, and at death heaven
18 mine.” Ah! fruit! we have fruit, and our heart bounds with joy,
to hear an old, ignorant man of seventy-seven say, I found Jesus of
Nazareth as he passed by;” the prodigal of twenty, ‘I have sinned
against heaven and before thee,” or any other, amidst the music and
the dancing heard by faith, rejoicing in conscious pardon.

“ We have fruit such as this, the priesthood and government being
unfavourable, withal ?” Yes, for God is on our side; and the people
know that we are in the right. Wellington, who engaged in a campaiyn
different from ours just about these parts, never departed while the
bulk of the population was for him, whether the government showed
petty aversion or no. This is our case. The government is hostile, but
we have the vor populi, and, best of all, the omnipotent zoz Dei, on our
side ; and not only have we good comfort, but we, with all engaged in
similar services, are sure o win.

Yours, beloved President,
Most affectionately,

YVigo, Dec. 2, 1878. THos. BLAMIRE,
Placer de Afuera, Spain, 13-2° J. P. WIGSTONE.
{It is time that these two brethren were not only specially remem-

‘bered in prayer, but helped also in a pecuniary sense. They depend
wholly upon the Lord, and therefore the Lord’s stewards should think

upon them for good. We will gladly forward anything which may be
sent by us.—C. H. §.]
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Logalty to Christ v Souree of Bistwrbunce in
the @@orld.”

BY E. C. PIKE, B.A,, OF BIRMINGHAM.

THE charm of the meetings held this evening is the earnest purpose
which the promoters of them have in view. It is hoped that the
may serve to deepen and intensify our spiritnal life, and send us bac
to our work more resolute in our endeavours to advance the kingdom of
our Lord. T read the other day of a Scottish clergyman who, being
absent from his pulpit one Sunday morning, asked the beadle on his
retarn what sort of a service they had had. The reply was, * Weel, sir,
it was ower plain and simple for me. I like those sermons best that
jumbles the joodgment and confoonds the sense.” And the beadle
paid his pastor the compliment of adding that he did not know anyone
who was equal to him in that respect. A proportion of the people who
attend our places of worship seem to come only for form’s sake. If they
do not exactly prefer the sermons which “jumble the joodgment and
confoond the sense,” they cannot be brought to realise that what is said
is for a practical purpose, and that no preacher, worth the hearing,
would care to preach at all unless he hoped to be instrumental in raising
the tone of spiritnal life in Christians and in leading sinners to Christ.
The subject on which I have now briefly to speak is Zoyalty to Christ
a Sourcs of Disturbance in the World. It was a saying of Napoleon's,
“My dominion ends where that of conscience begins.” Our Lord,
howerver, claims to sway a sceptre where earth’s mightiest potentates
are weak ac infants. Men are slow to perceive the nature of his royalty.
When he has manifested his glory and satisfied their needs, they would
“take him by force and make bim their King.” They do not see that
he 4s a King; they would make him one after their poor earthly fashion.
Intimate friends ask for places on his right hand and his left hand in
his kingdom without any true idea what sort of kingdom that is. Error
concerning the Kingship of Jesns has shown considerable tenacity
of existence, and caused not a little commotion from the time when
“Herod the king was tronbled, and all Jerusalem with him,” down to
the Fifth Monarchy men of the period of the Commonwealth, and their
lineal descendants of the present day, whom I will not now name.
Let the error pass, however, and adopt the troe view of Christ’s
Kingship. Is the trouble any less ? Christ himself declares that he
has come to send fire on the earth, and not peace, but a sword ! He
makes all who would be his disciples understand that the cross must
precede the crown. When Christ is preached on the day of _Pe_nteco_st,
multitudes are pricked to the heart. Wherever the early missionaries
go, disturbance is caused among the people. At ome place they are
bronght before the magistrates charged with exceedingly tronbling the
city. In another the mob shonts, * These that have turned the world

* A speech delivered at Leeds at the evening meetings of the Baptist Union in
the Town Hall and East Parade Chapel, Oct. 10, 1878, We were much struck with
this address, and, having seen no other verbatim report of it, we are delighted to be
eble to give it here.
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upside down have come hither also.” At a third the foremost preacher
ia stoned and left for dead. In Greece insurrection is made against
Paul, for they say, “ This fellow persuadeth men to worship (fod con-
trary to the law.” In Asia Minor the men of Ephesus, perceiving that
if the preaching of the gospel is permitted idolatry is doomed, and with
idolatry their craft, become furions and raise hour after hour the
deafening shout, * Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” as thongh truth
needed to be made safe by noise, or falsehood could be propped up by
blatant breath,

The heralds of the gospel were loyal to Chriat, and they distarbed the
world. It was inevitable they should do so in the days when Gentiles
were wholly given over to idolatry and Jews hated the name of him who
“being a man,” they said, “ made himeelf God.” But Aere and now why
should there be disturbance? Jews have mo power to persecute, and
idolatry has been swept away long ago. In heathen countries there may
be tumult, but why in Christian England—rather say christened En-
gland, a very different thing ! In truth, however, the opposition to the
Christian faith lies deeper than attachment to idolatry. ‘ The carnal
mind is enmity against God : for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be’”” The idols may be utterly abolished, yet if the
heart remain unchanged when Christ comes, he is a disturber, If we
preach Christ, and if we live Christ, we thereby protest against the
pride, the selfishness, and the vanity of the world. All sorts of vested
interests are tonched, and all manner of craftsmen are troubled. Two
or three illustrations will suffice to show this. If the bent of a man’s
mind be to acquire, if his supreme desire is to get gold and hold pro-
perty, Christ insists npon all this being changed. The poor grasping
worldling must learn that renunciation rather than acquisition befits
the follower of him who, though rich, for oursakes becarae poor. If the
craving of the heart be for fame, that shall place its possessor high
amongst his fellows, the divine King says “that may do for the realms
of this world, but in my kingdom he who is willing to be least is on the
way to greatness, and they who restlessly push themselves forward will
have to take the lowest place of all.” If by sheer force of intellect
natural man would find out the things of the kingdom and the mysteries
of God, the Master lets it be understood that the firmly-fastened gates
are not to be forced by human might, but that one of childlike spirit
can have the key from his hand, and then they will open easily to him.
If the vain and frivolous meet Christ, they learn that life is not intended
to be one gay dream, or to be turned into a mad rush after pleasure;
but that there must be a serious purpose, and a hard battle against
easily besetting sins. Man’s whole being has to be revolutionized, if he
submits to Christ as King. Then, there must, from the very nature of
the caee, be disturbance in the world, where Christ’s claims are urged.
Our own souls, in which, alas, the conflict is not yet over, will supply
sufficient proof. The cross has not yet lost its significance, nor will it
until the world is thoroughly permeated with Christian influence, and
entirely conquered for Christ.

How, as a matter of fact, is Christ treated in this world? Leaving out
of the reckoning pagan peoples strongly entrenched in their several
idolatries, see if there be not something like a vast conspiracy against
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the Lord’s Anointed. There is the Jew who spits upon the very name
of the Nazarene, and who thinks he was rightly nailed to the cross. There
is the Mahommedan who regards Christ a8 a good man, but casts aside
the very pledge of redemption, not admitting that he was crucified at
all. There is & vast community, bearing his hame and claiming to be
the one catholic church, which hides the Saviour behind the Virgin, and
which out of the very reverence felt for him has allowed its priests to
compound the most cunning denial of his claims. And in the church
bearing our national name there is fostered a class of men who inter-
ggse themselves between the Saviour and the sinners he comes to redeem,
nt on enslaving the hearts and minds of the freest people on this
carth. Have we not found, too, every now and then, how bitter is the
opposition to Christ in the world when some young man or woman has
stepped forward to make profession of fuith ? Relatives and friends
knowing that their own lives are bad, and having no hope for the
future, resent and oppose, with what seems almost a Satanic malevo-
lence, the beginning of a nobler life in one they should hold dear.

There is peril lest we shonld settle down in churches, and forget that
a Christian profession should be the opening of a campaign rather than
the celebration of a victory. We have taken Christ’s name that we
may obey bis will. We are Christ’s soldiers, not to lounge about in
barrack yards, but to engage in a stern life and death conflict. Let us
not mistake; there will be no compromise made with the Leader’s
sanction, and withoat it what are compromises worth ? They may seal
the roin of those who make them. They will certainly not interfere
with the Captain’s plan. He speeks plainly enongh. If we choose to
trifie with great principles, and play fast and loose with his commands,
eve perish, but As can wait for truer men to obey his orders and secure
the triumph of his kingdom.

It is eacy to be blind to the dangers of our times. The world does
not persecute as once it did. A softer method pays better. It would
coax us out of onr faith. Its tone is this: * The days of narrowness
are past. Bigotry is dead. A broad tolerance is distinctive of the
times. Let bygones be bygones.” Under these fine phrases there often
lies concenled an evil spirit, like a powsonous viper, whose aim is death
to all belief. The lines of the Laureate are perpetually dinned in our
cars :—

% There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in half the creeds.”

Those lines are well enough in their place, well enough in the place the
Laureate puts them : but on the lips of men who quietly assume that ail
doubt is stamped with honesty, and who mean by ‘ half the creeds”
the whole of the creeds, they are a delusion and a snare. They who so
glibly quote the lines usnally forget to be just to the poet, and add what
immediately follows :—
« He fought his doubts and gathered strength,
He would not make his judgment blind,
He faced the spectres of the mind
And laid them : thus he came at length
To find a stronger faith his own.”

By all means let us have the “ sweeter manners.” Let us have ¢ the
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larger heart, the kindlier hand,” but let us not accept a ‘faithless
coldness,” as if it were & heaven-sent boon. The rongh style of the
centuries gone by is not needed, though that were ten thousand times
to be preferred to a smooth subserviency to an evil world. Christians
ghould be genial, of course, but underneath the geniality there must be
firmneas of principle. What would the beauty which clothes the
mountain side be worth if there were not the hard rock not so very
far beneath ? The graces of Christ should adorn the Christian ; yet,
be it remembered that when the Lord builds his impregnable church he
takes care to have a man of rock to begin with, and living stones from
bottom to top.

One thing we may count as certain, men of the world do not mean to
yield. Theydo not mean it even when they are most courteous and
complimentary. The Old Adam is there under the smoother exterior,
and it will not be long before the innate antipathy to vital godliness is
plainly seen by a true disciple of Christ. If onr belief in the true atone-
ment Christ has made for our sins be a reality, and if we veritably
trust in him both for the present and the future, can there be any
question that we oughtto be obedient to his lightest word? There ia
no question in our minds about that, but there is an old nature clinging
to us, the influence of which is very strong. Then we have to learn by
heart the necessity for the absolute abandonment of all self-confidence,
and complete reliance upon a higher power. I know a little girl who
when reproved by her mamma for some fault, and told she should teach
her little brothers to do right, replied, “ How can I do right when there
is no right in me ?’ Now, if we would as frankly confess that “ in us,
that is in our flesh, dwelleth no good thing,” and cast ourselves un-
reservedly on the grace of God, we should know how to ke loyal to
Christ, not only in the teeth of the fiercest opposition, but also
when the enemy we have to encounter is hidden behind specious pro-
mises and enchanting smiles. I was once upon the summit of a
mouatain in the blackness of midnight. I could not see the ground on
which I stood, and could barely discern the form of the gnide, who held
my comrade lest he shonld fall, and whose steps I was closely to follow.
That guide knew the way. Our guide knows the way. The prospect
is often all covered in darkness. We are disappointed and bewildered
because of the small progress of the kingdom of Christ. The dark
clouds will pass away ere long. The day will dawn : the mystery of
God will be finished: and we shall know what it is to enter into the
Joy of our Lord. Only let us be loyal to him, come what may.

The Bonkle Gull.

A GOOD Methodist elder was listening to a young mechanic who
thought he had a call to give up his shop and go to preaching.
‘T feel,” said the young ardent, ‘‘that I have a call to preach.” ¢ Hast
thou noticed whether the people seem to have a call to hear thee?”
said the shrewd old man. *I have always noticed that a true call of
the Lord may be known by this, that people have a call to hear thee.”
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Euther ut the BDict of Worms.”

BY DR. K. R. HAGENBACH.

HAD Lather performed no greater action than the burning of the

Pope’s bull, and the issac of a few polemical writings, his fame
woul deservedly have been small, and he would have shared it with
those whp in every age have sounded the tocsin. Bat if a man, and
especially a Christian, appears greatsst upon occasions when pure en-
thusissm lifts him above passion and its paroxysms; when the pure
consciousness of right alone gives him that loftier courage which not
even passion, st its highest point, is able to bestow; when, in the
patient bearing of his cruss, he follows his Lord and Master, then is he
great indeed ; and it is upon such an eminence, attained by few, that
we are now about to behold Luther, on the occasion of his appearance
before the Dist of Worms.

This Diet had assembled toward the end of the year 1520. The
Emperor Charles, whilst at Oppenheim, had requested the Elector of
Saxony to bring Luther with Eim to the Diet, in order that the Re-
former might there undergo examination. This, however, was not
agrecable to the Papal party, and especially the legates, because it did
not seem to them proper that a matter which belonged exclusively to
the ecclesiastical tribunal should be decided at a secular Diet. The
effort was therefore made to hinder, by any means, Luther's appearance
at Worms; another bull had even been launched against him, in which
his excommunication wes declared in such wise that every Catholic
Christian was bound to regard the mere holding of intercourse with
him as a sin. Notwithstanding this, Luther was cited to appear before
the Diet, and a free imperial safe-conduct was offered him, and Luther
showed himself inclined to obey the citation.

At this Diet a number of complaints, emanating from secular quar-
ters, and amounting in all to 101, had been urged against the Pope;
and even those who were unfavourable to the cause of Luther—Duke
George of Saxony, for instance—agreed in these complaints. The re-
lation which the Diet sustained towards Luther resembled the relation
snstained by the Synod of Constance towards Huss. Men wished for
a reformation, but hated the reformer; they were desirous of victory,
bnt shunned the conflict. Luther, indeed, anticipated a fate similar to
that of Huss, but, neverthelees, went resolutely to meet it. < If I do
not return,” said he to his beloved Philip Melancthon, as he took leave
of him, “if I do not return, and my enemies murder me, I conjure
thee, dear brother, not to cease to teach and to stand by the truth.
Work, meantime, for me also, because I cannot be here; thou canst dp
better than J. It is not of much consequence what becomes of me if
thou remain. The Lord has a learned warrior left in thee.” Luther
then tore himself from the arms of his friend and set out for Worms.
He wus accompanied by his colleague, Nicholas Armsdorf, and by the
learned professor of law, Jerome Schurf, who was his advocate at the

* Our readers have no ;loubt;e’e; several accounts of Luther at Worms, but there
ale puints uboat Dr. Hagenbach’s description which will be new and striking, at
leas: they are 80 tO us.
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Diet ; a nobleman, and his own brother, James Luther, also went with him.
The imperial herald, Caspar Starm, in his robes of office, and bearing
the imperial engle, rode on horseback, with his servant, in advance of
Luther and his party. Justas Jonas, who had recently received a call
to Wittenberg, travelled from Erfart to Weimar to meet the Reformer.
Luther’s journey resembled a triumphal procession, although he was
under the ban of the Pope. His reception at Erfurt was particnlarly
brilliant. The rector and the professors of the university met him at
Nora, o village on the borders of the Erfurt territory, at a distance of
aboat two leagnes from the town; in this party there were forty men
on horseback, besides a number who followed on foot. The rector,
Crotus Rubianus, and the learned Eoban Hesse, greeted the distin-
guished guest with orations and poems. Surrounded by a mass of
human beings, the waggon which contained Luther and his friends
drove into the city, whose streets, gates, and roofs were crowded with
spectators. After much persnasion, Luther preached a sermon in the
church of the Augustinians, in presence of a numerous andience. In
thie sermon, which was against work-righteousness, he declared that
among three thousand priests it wonld be difficalt to find four upright
ones. During the germon there was some confusion in the gallery,
which threatened to fall on account of the crowd. Luther, remarking
this, exhorted the congregation to pay no regard to this devilish
sport,” nor to suffer their minds to be drawn off from their devotion.
Tradition afterwards affirmed that the devil on this occasion moved a
stone from the gable of the church. A similar anecdote is related con-
cerning a sermon preached by Luther in Gotha. At Eisenach he fell
sick, but recovered “ upon the letting of some blood, and the taking of
a cordial that the physician gave him.,” ¢ When he entered a town,”
says a contemporary, Frederick Myconius, ¢ the people flocked together
to see the wonderful man who was so brave, and who dared make a
stand against the Pope and all the world, that held him to be a god, in
opposition to Christ. Some gave him poor comfort, telling him that,
because there were so many cardinals and bishops at Worms at the
Diet, he would speedily be burned to powder, as Huss had been at
Constance, but, Luther answered such men as follows: ¢ And if they
should build a fire between Wittenberg and Worms that woumld reach
up to heaven, in the Lord’s name I would appear, and step into
behemoth’s mouth, between his great teeth, and confess Christ, and let
him do his pleasare.”” As the friends of Huss had once been anxions
to turn him from his purpose, 8o the friends of Luther were desirous of
dissuading him from carrying out his intentions. At Oppenheim he was
met by Bucer, who was then in the service of the Knight Francis Von
Sickingen, and who offered him the castle of the latter, the Ebernburg,
as a secure residence. It was thought that he might there come to an
understanding with Glapio, the confessor of the Emperor, who was com-
missioned to dispute with him, without its being necessary for him to go
to Worms. But Luther answered : “ I will go on; if the emperor’s con-
fessor has anything to say to me, he can say it at once.” Spalatin also,
the court preacher of the Elector of Saxony, and the intimate friend of
Luther, advised him, by a post messenger, that he must not go imme-
diately to Worms. It was then that Luther uttered his ever memorable
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speech : * And if there were a8 many devila at Worms as there are tiles
apon the roofs, I would go thither.” = This, manifestly, i the moment in
Luther’s life when he appears at his greatest; he has reached the cul-
minating point of manly strength and decision ; he is far removed from
all visionary fapaticism and arrogant assumption, and elevated above
all the considerations of human weakness. He stands forth a hero in
the hand of God, resting only in that faith which is mighty in the
weak. He was, subsequently, himself unable to compreheng this bold-
ness, and looked upon it as a miracle, due entirely to the grace of God.
1 was undismayed " (he declared at a later period, in regard to his
condition of mind, so incomprehensible to himself) “and afraid of
nothing. God is able, I doubt not, to-make a man so mad-brained. I
know not whether I should be so joyous now.” And Matthesius, his
pious biograpber adds : “Thus docs the beart expand within the body,
giving strength and courage to both preachers and warriors.” On the
16th of April, 1521, at ten o'clock in the morning, Luther entered
Worms in company with his escort ; many of the nobility had met him
outside the city, and over two thousand persons escorted him to his
lodgings. Let us hear his own description of his arrival : *Thus, with
my hood on my head, I drove into Worms in an open waggon. All the
geople poured into the streets, desiring to see Dr. Martin, the monk. I

rove to the Hotel of Duke Frederick, who was troubled on account of
my having come to Worms.”

On the morning after his arrival he was cited by the Hereditary
Marshal of the Empire, Ulric Von Pappenheim, to appear before the
assembled Diet. Pappenbeim himself called for him at four in the
afternoon, and went before him in company with the Imperial Herald.
They had to work their way through an immense crowd, and, because
the streets were overflowing with human beings, were frequently obliged
to pass through the adjoining gardens to reach the‘ House of Judg-
ment,” as Lother called the place were the Diet was convened. At the
door of the hall the grey-haired warrior, George Frundsberg, was
stationed. This veteran tapped Luther on the shounlder, saying, “O
little monk, little monk ! thou art marching now to make such a stand
as was never kmown either by myself or many another officer in the
hottest battle. If thou art in the right, and sure of thy cause, go for-
ward in God’s name, and be of good cheer, for he will not forsake thee.”
Thus greeted, Luther entered the lall, and found himself in the midst
of the assembled lords of the Diet. Near the Emperor sat the Arch-
duoke Ferdinand, his brother; and besides these two high dignitaries
there were six electoral princes, twenty-eight dukes, thirty prelates, a
number of landgraves and margraves, archbishops, bishops, abbots,
deputies from cities, and ambassadors from almost all the kingdoms of
Europe, making an assemblage of about two hundred illusirious per-
sonsges. The two papal legates, Marimo Caraccioli and Jerome
Alexander, were all present. Several thousand persons were assembled
in the passages, the neighbouring streets, and about the windows. On
a table in the middle of the hall lay Luther's books. John Von Eck,
chancellor of the Archbishop of Treves (not to be confounded with Eck
of Ingoldstadt), asked Lim if he acknowledged these books to he his,
to which Luther replied in the affirmative. He was then asked
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whether he wonld recant them. This question he desired time to con-
gider. The next day he was again sent for at four o’clock in the after-
noon to attend the Diet; but it was not until six that he gained
admission to the hall, the crowd outside being so great. Permission
to speak was now granted him, which he accordingly accepted. He
began by excusing himself with much modesty for any offence against
form that he might commit during his disconrse, or for any mistake that
he might be guilty of in the use of the titles of those in whose pre-
gence he stood, “ not having been brought up,” as he said, “in courts,
but in the cloisters, and therefore unaccustomed to speak before
great lords.” He then defended himself in regard to the books
which he had written, showing that it was impossible for him to
retract any of these, so far as the essential contents of them were
concerned, although he acknowledged that he might now and then
have nsed more vehement expressions than were consistent with his
station. * But,” he continued, *“I being a man and not God, cannot
help or defend my poor books in any other way than that pursued by
my Lord and Saviour with reference to his doctrine. When he was ques-
tioned by the high priest’s servant, he said, ‘If I have spoken evil,
prove that it is evil” Now if the Lord, who knew that he could not
err, refused not to listen to testimony against his doctrine, even from a
mean and contemptible servant, how much more should I, who am but
dust and ashes, and apt to err, challenge testimony against his doctrine ?
‘Wherefore, by the merey of God, I entreat your imperial majesty, your
electoral and princely graces, or any other person of high or low degree,
who may have the requisite ability, to bring testimony against me, to
prove by prophetic and apostolic Scriptures that I have erred. If I be
convinced of this, I shall be willing and ready to recant all error, and
will be the first tofling my books into the fire.”

These words, and many besides, were spoken by Luther, at first in
German, and then, at the emperor’s request, in Latin. But his op-
pouents were not satisfied. The electoral official Yon Eck demanded
that he should give a short and positive answer as to whether he
would recant or not. Upon this Lather said, “Since your imperial
majesty and your electoral and princely graces desire a plain, simple,
and positive answer, I will give you cne which shall have neither
horns mor teeth,—namely, unless I am conquered and convinced
by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures, or by open, clear, and
dietinct grounds and reasons,—for I believe neither Pope nor councils
alone, because it is manifest that they have often been mistaken
and contradicted themselves,—unless, therefore, I am convicted [of
error] by passages that I have myself cited, and my conscience is thus
taken captive by the word of God, I can and will recant pothing, for it
is neither safe nor prudent to do anght against one’s conscience. Here
I stand. I can do no otherwise. God help me. Amen.”

After having thus spoken, he was dismissed, with an escort of two
men, Some noblemen who thought that he was being led away
Prisoner, made emphatic demonstrations against such a procedure, but
professed their salisfaction when they heard that he was only about
being conveyed to his lodgings. .

Luther’s disconrse made a powerful impression upon the minds of
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those who heard him, and several of the princes and counts who were
present at the Diet visited him at his inn. Duke Eric, of Brunawick,
sent him a can of Eimbecker beer by a page. Luther, upon seeing that
Do harm was meant him, took a draught of the beer, and said, « As Duke
Eric hae this day remembered me, so may the Lord Jesus Christ re-
member him in his last struggle.”  Eric thought of these words upon
his death-bed, and desired a page who stood by—Francis von Kramm by
name—to refresh him with the consolations of the gospel. The young
lendgrave, Philip of Hesse, afterwards one of the most active promoters
of the Reformation, was among the number of those who visited Luther:
at hie departure he shook the Reformer by the hand, saging, « If you are
in the right, Doctor, may God help you!” That which was of special
importance to Luther, however, was that his own sovereign, the Elector
Frederick the Wise, was won over entirely to his side, and being, as it
were. mailed and armed by Luther's speech, he henceforth took more
vigorous measures in defence of his cause. The very same evening,
before supper, the elector sent to Luther’s inn for Spalatin, received
him in his cabinet, and made the following remark to him : “ Father,
Dr. Martin spoke well before the emperor and all the princes and estates
of the empire. He was but far too bold for me.”

luter e Roots,

NE sweetly says, “In 8 window this summer there was a flower-
pot, containing a plant whose use it was to be odorous and
beauntiful. The leaves were just beginning to curl up. I poured a cup-
ful of water into the saucer in which the flower-pot stood ; and a child
looking on asked, ¢ Why did you not rather pour water on the leaves ?’
It was a child that asked, and I explained the reason; adding, that
when God wounld bring beanty and fragrance and healthfulness into our
lives, he waters os at the root.”” It is even so0 ; and yet how many
are there that are just like that child. The leaf is everything to them,
the root nothing. “ Why dwell so much on the love of Christ,” they
say, “ and on faith in him, and on atonement and conversion, and the
other doctrines of grace, when, after all, it is better morality we need,
and better living and acting?” They forget that there is nothing more
practical for all kinds of true work than the letting the love of Christ
“ get in abont the roots of our being.”

3n ®. @,

AI\T Irish gentleman, pointing to a young man, once said, * Is he an

0. 0. v"—* What do yon mean by O. O.?”—* I mean,” was the
reply, “ia he ont and out for Christ ?” This is what all ought to be
who bear Christ's name. “ When all who belong to the Lord,” one
gaye, ““are willing to speak for him, willing to work for him, willing to
die for him, then Christianity will advance, and we ghall see the
work of the Lord prosper.—DR. ROBERT MACDONALD.
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The Iate Fonuthan @utson, of Edinburgh,

JFEW weeks ago there quietly passed away from our midst a cotemporary
A of Carey, Marshman, Knibb, and the Haldanes, nemely, Jonuthan
Watson, for so meny yeurs the best known Baptist Pastor in Edinburgh. We
remember meeting him once or (wice, but our personal acnaintance was slight.
He was a solidly good man, and his Jight shone brightly even to the end. Our
readers will be glad to peruse the following tribute to his memory, which lell
from the lips of Dr. Audrew Thomson when preaching his funeral sermon in
Dublin Street Chepel, November 3, 1878.

“1 have spoken in the body of my discourse of the instructive diversity of
the times and circumstances in which good men leave the world, and of these
as always & matter of divine appointment and arrangement, the Master in every
instance signifying by what desth they should glorify God. In the case of
your departed senior pastor, Mr. Watson, life was prolonged to an unwonted
period, and his active ministry extended over a length of years that is reached
by very few. He died in the eighty-fourth year of his age, and in the sixty-
fourth of his ministry, and thus almost approached the old patriarchal measure.
In him the words of the Book of Job were accomplished: ¢ Thou shalt come to
thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.’

*1t is not necessary that I should present you with more than the shortest
biographical notices of our departed father. These huve already been snpplied
to you by other means. You have been told of his early and thorough secular
education in the academy of his Dpative town of Montrose, and of his yet more
important Christian education in & truly Christian home, leading to his early
conversion, and unreserved consecration to the service of Christ. It waswhile
approaching to manhood that he took advantage of such facilities as were
afforded by his native town for acquiring that knowledge of surgery and medi-
cine, which in some measure shaped the whole of his future life, while it
supplied him with en instruament of good, which he was not slow to use. The
brief season spent by him as a young surgeon in the Greenland whaler,
Neptune, proved his aptitude for surgery as well as for hard work, and I
have no doubt formed a valuable part of his education, giving him that prac-
tical knowledge of men and of common life, in which those who have not known
anything but a student’s life are often found to be deficient. The old Puritans
and the early Nonconformists showed much wisdom in sending, for a time, to
business those sons who were intended for the Christian ministry, and it is not
difficult to trace the benefit of a season or two spent in a scrivener's office in
the case both of Henry and Doddridge.

“ After spending a short time in Dundee, where he united the labours of an
apothecary with the care of e little Baptist church, he settled et the age of
twenty in Cupar, Fife, where he continued for twenty-six years, combining
here in the earlier years of hia residence the work of a dispensing chemist and
a pastor. He gave much both of his medicine and of his medical advice gratis
to those whom it would have straitened to remunerate him, and as it was im-
possible for such & man, while practising the healing art, not to speak out of
the abundance of his heart of the great Physician, he exemplified the principle
which has since taken form in one of the most effective of our modern benevo-
lent agencies—the Medical Missionary Society. As years went on, much of
the care of tbe shop was transferred to other hands, ang gradually the chemist
became merged and forgotten in the Christian minister.

“It wasin the year 1841 that Mr. Watson, now ripe in experience, and in the
vigour of a natural maunhood, removed from Cupar, Fife, to exercise the co-
Pestorate of this congregation along with the venerable Dr. Innes, the congre-
tion then worshipping in a comparatively small chapel in Elder-street. Mr.
Watson could not have had a more desirable colleague than that singularly
genial and saintly man. I remember him well, for I loved bim much. There

3
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was 8 sunny gladoess which ever shone upon his countenance, and told of the
Christian peace and joy within. Indeed, I never knew a man that more united
in himsell the most scrupuloue conscientiousness and fidelity to conviction with
the most sincere and far-reaching charity. With graceful manuners, brought
with him from the old parish manse at Gifford, he united a sanctified courtesy
which drew little children to his feet. Iis treasury of Christian anecdote and
singular gift of narrative helped him to realise in a rere degres Dr. Watts'
iden of parlour preaching ; and on the decke of steamboats, in stage conches,
and railway trains, he was ever busy with his traots, which even the indifferent
and the hostile oould not refuse to accept from the hands of one whose very
leok and voice conquered opposition. The united ministry of the two men was
mutually confiding and mutually strengthening. It would be superfluous were
I to trace the history of Mr, \{’atson's long and successful pastorate among
you, which would, in fact, be to narrate your own history ae a church. Nor
ehould I now do more than refer to your removal to this niore elegant and com-
modious place of worship which you erected more than twenty years ago, and
to that invaluable help which was brought to Mr. Watson in his advancing
{ea.rs. when oune so eminently qualified as Mr. Newnam became his co-pastor.

should rather devote the few minutes that remain to some referencesto Mr.
Watson's characteristics as a Christian minister.

* Mr. Watson’s theology was that of the good old school of which your own
Haldanes were such eminent representatives. He did not fail to proclaim in
clear and glowing terms the Fatherhood of God, neither did he hold back
or cast into the shade God's essential relations to us as our moral governor;
and it is only a theology which presents these two aspects of the divine char-
acter and relations that is scriptural and full. He preached the gospel which
recognises and manifests God in both of these aspects, as a matter of his own per-
sonul experience. It had met and satisfied his own spiritual necessities. He
needed nothing elss, and he spoke that which he knew; he believed, and there-
fore spoke. The gospel which be proclaimed through his long ministry was no
barren theory or unfelt truth, but that which had brought a new life into his
soul. This does much to make a ministry powerful, for hearers soon discover
when & men is speeking from immovable convictions, and deep personel exge-
rience. The testimony which one of our greatest statesmen gave on bearing
the famous Ebenezer Brown, of Inverkeithing, preach, might have been given
of Mr. Watson. ‘That man speaks as if the Son of God were at his elbow.’
The consequence was that all through his ministry he was receiving welcome
intelligence of cases in which God had used him as the instrument of convert-
ing einners from the crror of their way. Then, so great and unreserved was
Mr. Watson's self-consecration to his sucred work, and such his confidence in
the might and adaptation of his message, as well as his love for it, that he had
8 passionate delight in preaching. His pulpit was his throne. I had almost
eaid it was bis paradise. Had it been possible to hold bim back from preach-
ing so long as he had physical strength forit, I believe it would have embittered,
and even shortened, hie life. His experience in this respect reminds us of John
Newton's words, when some one asked him to spare his strength in his old age.
‘What! shall the old African blasphemer give up preaching? No; not while
he can speak.” These qualities and attainments formed the solid foundation of
his popularity, and these were aided in their effect by a remarkable facility and
fluency of speech, by a considerable power of vivid description, and a glow of
emotion which was not produced by the rhetoric of the schools, but sprang from
the tone of a sanctified heart. His volume of sermons, ¢ Preparing for Home,’
now iao its third edition, is a valuable specimen and memorial of his ministry.

‘ He was essentially a man of prayer. This was not his task, but his chosen
element and his heart's joy. Instead of needing to be forced into his closet, no
force could have kepthim out of it. And when sore afflictions gathered around
him, as they did at certain periods of his life, these brought bim to the sanctuary
of private prayer all the more, God was more and nore his refuge and his
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Sotices of @{mha.

Speeches by C. H. Spurgeon, at Home
and Abroad. 2s. 6d. Passmore and
Alnbaster.

Mr. Pike has with much assiduity
guthered up these spceches, which we
cupposed had gone the way of all talk.
They range from 1864 to 1878, and
rome of them we are right glad to see;
while others are mere notes, conveying
no fair idea of what we said: these last
might as well have passed into oblivion.
We Lave had nothing to do with the
preparing of this volume, and the
“speeches” are mere reports which
have never been revised ; but still they
will interest our friends, and some of
the remarks will, we hope, edify them too,

Lectures on Baptism. By the late WrL-
1AM SHIRREFF, Minister of the Gos-
el, Glasgow. With a Preface by C.

. Srurceon, Price 2s. 6d. Pass-

more and Alabaster.

Me. SHIRREFF was an eminent Presby-
terian divine who flourished during the
first quarter of this century. When he
changed his views upon baptism, and
united with the Baptists, it was natural
that he should explain his thoughts to bis
former friends and new acquaintances.
This bie did in a series of lectures, of which
itis not too much to say that more honest,
and yet more conciliatory, addresses
were never delivered. In these lectures
Mr. Shirreff exhibits supreme reverence
for the word of God, which was to him
everything, not merely a creed for his
opinions, but a practical guide for his
actions. He only wished to know the
will of God, and bis heart was set upon
obeying it at all hazards. His reason-
ings upon believers’ beptism are remark-
ably clear and forcible. The subject
afforded no room for the display of
oratory, and there is no attempt at any;
the speaker is too intent upon proving
his point to garnish his periods. He
was even in danger of becoming a little
tedious through following over and over
again the same method of argument, but
that very sameness was a part of his
reasoning, and was intended to add
strength to it. How much we wish that
our beloved brethren who do not see
believers’ baptism would give this book

& fair reading! Here is an important
ordinance, which to many of us seems to
be shrouded in grave error, and out of
that error flows the most pernicious
teaching—teaching which the evangeli-
cal believer in infant baptism abhors as
much as we do, but for which he will
always be in part responsible so long as
he holds and pradgises that unscriptural
rite. Not with any desire for contro-
versy, but that we all may come to a
rerfect. knowledge of the truth, these
cctures are anew sent forth into the
world, and we trust they will be favour-
ably received.

The Messenger for the Children of the
Presbyterian Church of England, An-
nual Volume for 1878. 28, Warwick
Lane, Paternoster Row.

PresBYTERIAN children may think them=
eelves happy in having such an excellent
little maguzine prepared for them. It
contrasts with the ‘ Juvenile Missionary
Herald ” of the Baptists, and makes us
wonder how our Missionary Society can
continue to issue such a wretched affair
when others can do so much better.

The Leisure Hour and The Sunday af
Home. Religious Tract Society.

TresE two magazines maintain their
high character, and can always be wel-
comed in our families without fear.

Good Words and Sunday Magazine.
Daldy, Isbister, and Co.

TaEsE remain high class serials, though
their contents are a little mized, and we
never feel quite sure where we may be
landed. As things go in these unsettled
times there is not much to find fault
with in these magazines, and a good
deal to admire.

From the Tract Society comes our
old, old friend, The Child's Companion,
more gorgeous than can be imagined.
Let those who doubt ues just get o peep
at the biniling and at the coloured fron-
tispiece. We have seen nothing like it.
The Tract Magazine is a sober, solid,
useful affair. 7he Cottager and Artisan
is & kind of British Workman, and a
worthy rival of that useful serial.
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The Sunday Schabl Mn gends ua
The Childs Own Magazine, which is
pretty good, but wduld bear improvingj
as to its illustratiers, ) The Mornin@aﬁ
Life is instructive nnd lively : g
Lenceforth to be published uk the
title of * Bxcelsior.’} -

The Christian Trt'u.niry. Johnstone and

Hunter: Edinburgh,

VERY good, but just a little dull at
times. As there are so many periodi-
cals which aim chiefly at amusing, we are
right glad of this more old-fashioned
monthly, which spezds all its strength
upon edifying. )

The  Ilustratled Missionary News.

Partridge and Co,

A FimsT-cLAss advocate for missions.
As to illustrations and letterpress, it is
of 2 high order, and is well calculated to
promote the cause which it has espoused.

Our Conrtemromamies. The Baplist
Magazine is now seventy years old, and
assuredly it was never better than now.
We used to think it dry as the Sahara,
but now it has the excellency of Carmel
and Sharon. Life has returned to the
ancient trunk, and the tree is in full
foliage and beauty. The General Bap-
tist Magazine is edited with marvellous
vigour, and in every page reveals a
masterly hand. Mr. Clifford is eye and
soul to the General Baptist body : long
may he be preserved to fill his place
among his brethren. The Bapiist
Messenger is our very good friend and
ally, and we are glad to see it doing its
work so well. It is a very excellent
pennyworth. The Church and The
Appeal occupy useful spheres in denomi-
national literature. 7The Gospel Mag-

zine is a very ancient publication, and

remains true to sound Calvinistic doc-
trine and to genuine Christian experi-
ence. In literary matters it might be
1mproved, but no doubt its readers care
most for spiritual savour and unction,
Ilgd in that respect there is no falling
off.

Kind Words, Annual Volume for 1878.
Sunday School Union.

"T1r1s magazine seems to us more adapted
to supplant base juvenile literature than
any other at present in the market. Its
stories always have a right tone and
noral, but they are almost as sensa-

&
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tional s those of * ghe Bloody Hand"
sor “Jack Sheppnrdl fyhes in fact,
“th %& such as"‘boy e s¥etto read.
ﬂ ick, Tefgp, sor*Harry ance- begin
one of these stories, and he will .never
be content till he hns@g&rough it.
Frankly, we do not caré®or Sensational
literature for the young, in and of itself.
but since the boys of England will read
gensational stories, it is a good and law-
ful thing to provide them with such as
are morally wholesome, so that they
may not be ruined by the abominations
of the sensual press. It is not so much
a matter of question as to what we
prefer, but what will the boys prefer,
and how far can we gratify their taates,
and at the same time guard their morals.
The Sunday School Union does ad-
mirable service by producing such a
work as “ Kind Words.” Tt ought, we
think, to consider how it can get a sale
for this magazine in the little hole-and-
corner shops where the burglar novels
are now vended.

The British Workman, Band of Hope
Review, The Family Friend, Friendly
Visitor, Children’s Friend, The In-
fant’s Magazine. Annual Volumes
for 1878. S. W. Partridge and Co.

Or all these we may say that they are
all good, always good, and always good
alike. They promote temperance in
connection with piety, and not only do
it in a fervent spirit, but with a degree
of life and genius seldom met with in
such publications. Long may the es-
teemed brother who presides over the
production of these various forms of

pure, useful literature be found in
vigorous and genial activity, serving his
day and generation!

Anuual volumes of Hand and Heart,
and The Fireside, 7s. 6d. each. The
Day of Days, and Home Words, 2s.
each. 1, Paternoster Buildings. Inall
these magazines Mr. Bullock displays
a natural genius for editing periodicals.
They are all maintained in a remark-
able degree of freshness and vigour, and
consequently they win a large circula-
tion. ~Mr. Bullock must have been
born for the work, for he does so much
of it, and does it so well. Above all,
the design of these magazines is in the
highest degree commendable, and it is
followed out in the best possible spirit.
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Old Jonathan. Vol. 1TI. Third Series.
Price 1s. 6d. W. H. and L. Colling-
ridge, Aldersghte Street.

“Oup JoNaTrHAN ” is always vigorous,

and heartily evangelical. It should be

scattered on all sides in the homes of
the poor. ‘

The Sunday School Teacher's Class Re-

gtster.  The Sunday School Illustrated
Almemack. The Teacher's Pocket
Book and Diary. Sunday School
Upion.

THE various almanacks, calendars, and
registers of the Sunday School Union
supply teachers with all they can pos-
sibly need of this kind of thing. As
punctuality is greatly to be desired in
the Sunday School, everything which
may in any measure conduce thereto is
to be pressed upon the teacher’s notice.
The pocket book is a very good one,
and those who are not teachers will find
it useful.

The Minister's Pocket Diary and Visil-
tng Book, 1879. Price 2s. Hodder
and Stoughton.

Oor good, methodical brother ministers,
who do things in proper style, and keep
a diary and visiting book, will find here
all they can possibly want. They can
enter the names of candidates for church
membership, baptisms, marriages, fun-
erals, sermons preached, texts of ser-
mons, visitations of the sick, church-
meeting business, addresses of friends,
and almost any mortsl thing within the
range of humen experience. Person-
ally we have too much to do to keep any
account of it, but we can well imagine
that euch a record as this would be in-
valuable to laborious visiting pastors,
and save them from forgetting engage-
ments, or making two in a day.

The Baptist Almanack and Congrega-
tional Handlbook for the year 1879.
Robert Banks, Racquet Court,
Fleet Street.

As a guide to the Baptist chapels of
Londen, this twopenny almanack is
most complete. It contains informa-
tion not to be found elsewhere, but
some of it seems to us to be of small
value, such as the names of Sunday-
school superintendents, who could each
one be reached by a letter addressed to
him as *“the superintendent™ of such-

and-such a school. Weare a little aur-
prised to notice a female preacher in
the list of “ ministers without churches.”
The denominatiqnsl information is well
condensed, and, upon the whole, accu-
rate. y We commend the almanack to
all ou? friends in London, and all who
want to know about London.

J. E. Hawkins' Christmas and New
Year Cards, Fine Gold, six for 2s.
Silver Cards, New Year Cards, Text
Packet and Verse Packet, twelve
for 1s.

Tre six cards entitled * Fine Gold,”
although they are ather dear at four-
pence each, are worth all the rest. In
the other packets there seems to us to
be a sad want of taste, but as taste is a
point upon which no one can judge for
others, it is just possible that there are
persons who will greatly admire them.
The texts are well selected, and the
Ppoetry is tolerably good.

The Christian Birthday Souvenir. Se-
lected and arranged by “Derra.”
Virtue and Co.

Tais is a birthday album, but not of

the usual kind, for it is about twice the

regulation size, and is replete with
elegant extracts. The poetical quota-
tions have been collected with con-
siderable care and spiritual taste. We
have no doubt that ¢“The Christian

Birthday Souvenir" will have its own

circle of admirers.

Our English Bible; its Translations
and Trauslators. By Jomn StoueH-
ToN, D.D. The Religious Tract
Society.

Tae Christian public ought by this time

to be well acquainted with the history

of the English Bible, for it has lately
been favoured with several versions of
the goodly story. Dr. Stoughton always
writes with a facile pen; and in this
case specially so, for he is at home with
his subject, and in love with it, and
therefore he is a ready writer. Most of
the facts in this volume are well known
to ue, yet we confess to having derived
much refreshment from the perusal of
them. We hope that many hundreds
more will be quickened by reading the
brave story of those who lived, laboured,
cuffered, and died, that the word of the
Lord might be given to the people.
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Bible Lays; or, Paraphrases and 1llus-
trations of Scripiure. By Jonxn
Lowamuir, A.M,, LL.D. Edinburgh:
The Edinburgh Publishing Company.
London : Simpkin, Marshail, and Co,

Tne author is not unknown to fame,
baving issued a selection of poetical
pieces bearing upon “ the sea, the ship,
and the sailor,” under the title of
«Qcenn Lays.” The present volume
consists of very respectable versifica-
tions of incidents in holy narrative and
passages of sacred Scripture. There
are here and there striking passages
which we should like to quote, and as a
whole the verses rise superior to the
ordinary level of such productions.

The House Surgeon; or, the Doctor at
Home. Containing instructions for
the prompt treatment of accidents
and emergencies before the arrival
of Medical Aid. By the late ALrED
Smee, F.R.S. Published by the
Accident Insurance Company, 7,
Bank Buildings, Lothbury. Price
6d.

A very useful book to lie about the
house. Accidents will happen, and it is
highly important to be acquainted with
those simple remedies and handy surge-
ries by which a life or a limb may be
saved. Doubtless a little prompt com-
‘mon sense has proved to be the temporal
salvation of many.

Short Papers on Prophecy. By J. E.
Hawrgins, 36, Baker Street. W,

WE do not believe in these papers, and
hope that our readers will never receive
such views of prophecy. The subject
bas been dragged 1n the mire so long
that thoughtful men are slow to write
on it. The best thing about these
“short papers " is that they are short.

Daily Life. A book of Scraps and
Fragments for the Labouring Classes
in Town and Country. By Rev. F.
Boumpirron, M.A. "London: Re-
ligious Tract Society.

Just the thing for the table of reading-
rooms or mechanics' institutes, or in-
deed for any table where an odd few
minutes need to be occupied. One
hundred and ninety-two pages of boldly
Printed plain talk in lively style and in

short doses ; and all for sixteen pence,
Need we say any more ?

History of the Reformation in Germany
and Switzerland chiefly. By Dr. K.
R. HacensacH. Translated from the
fourth revised edition of the German,
by Everixa Moone. Vol. I. Edin-
burgh: T. and T. Clark.

Der. Hagenpacu's “ History of the Re-
formation” has passed through four
editions in his own country during the
thirty-six years since it first saw the
light. We do not wonder at its popu-
larity, for we have been greatly charmed
with it. It has all the interest of light
reading, and yet is solidly instructive,
We have inserted elsewhere in the
magazine an extract, illustrating an in-
cident in the life of Luther, in which ne
rose to his supreme height. Our aathor is
not one half so cloudy as the most of
his brethren, and iofinitely more inter-
esting. We hope Messrs. Clark will sell
as many editions in English as have
been sold in German.

The Wedding Ring. By C. H. Panisn.
James Nisbet and Co.
A sort of wedding album, containing
a poetical effusion for every day of the
year upon married life. It is rather a
novel idea thus to girdle the year with a
plain gold ring. We suppose the daily
spaces are intended for ladies to enter
the marriage days of their friends in
them, for, of course, they will need
only one or two spaces for themselves.
Bluff King Hal filled up a week and
a day over, but there are few per-
sons whose circumstances are equally
advantageous for multitudinous mar-
riages. This album is unique. We
have never met with a more remarkable
collection of verses upon the sweet sub-
ject of matrimony. It is not a spiritual
book, and yet it contains some choicely
spiritual verses ; its range is very wide,
from piety down to sentiment; but we
must confess that we have a liking to
all that helps to married love, not even
excepting the verses of Robbie Burns:
#So fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep inlove am 15
And I will love thes still, my dear,
Tilla’ the scas gang dry;
Till a’ the seas gaug dry, my dear,
Anq the rocks melt wi' thesun:
I will love thee still, my dear.
While the sands of life shall run.”
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Seeking  Direction and Working for
Jesus. By Mra. Beves, 12, Albert
Terrace, Clapham Road. One Penny
each.

Trmse pleacing rhymes are produced
by an esteemed sister in Christ, and she
sells them on behalf of the Testimonial
Fund.

Eventide at Bethel ; or, the Night Dream
of the Desert. By J. R. Macourr,
D.D. London: Nisbet and Co.

Twe character and life of Jacob, though
full of spiritusl suggestion, have been
but veryscantily honoured by expositors.
Recognising this Jack, Dr. Macdufl bas
made the angel-vision at Bethel the
subject of this interesting and instruct-
ive volume. All the sweetness and
beauty of treatment which we expect to
find in Dr. Macdutl’s books are here ap-
parent, and a sturdy, inspiring spirit of
wanly Christianity, which will make it
« favourite with young men, for whom
it is principally designed. This is the
way in which the blessings of lone-
liness are described : the author ijs
speaking upon the solitude of Jacob’s
resting-place and vision, and he says—
“Jacob’s experience was in harmony
with that of the most privileged saints of
every age. Loneliness seems to be a
necessary condition of receptivity in re-
gard to the loftiest and divinest revela-
tions of a personal God. Moses was
alone in the solitudes of Sinai when
Jehovah appeared to him in the midst
of the burning bush. Eliphaz was
alone when the mysterious spirit passed
before his eyes. Job waes alone when
the near Presence unfolded itself.
LElijah was alone in the cave of Horeb
when lie became spectator of the great
drama of the wildernees, which began
with the mighty wind and ended with
the still small voice. John was alone in
the Isle of Patmos when he beheld his
Lord arrayed in the lustre of glorified
humanity. And it wes when all other
lights had paled, and no other footstep
was near, and Jacob lay in the darkness
away {rom the trodden highway, that
the path of angels was made visible and
the voice of God was heard. Soit is
still.  Siated periods of quiet and retire-
ment are needed for the purturing of
the spiritual pature. The finer sensi-
bilities get soiled by constant contact
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with the world, its fevered hents, and
tempting hours, and restless turmoil.
The soul necds at times removal to na
calmer atmosphere—‘ the sphere of
silence.’” Altogether, the volume Le-
fore us is a worthy production of its
author’s charming powers,

The Ladder of Cowslips; or, What is
Sound? By the late Lany Kav
SaurriEwortR.  Edited by her
Daughter, James Nisbet and Co.

TrE elementary principles of music and
harmony are here taught in the most
simple and amusing manner. The
mysteries of the score are unveiled and
made easy. The learning of music is-
too often drudgery: the child goes
through a great deal of daily practice to
learn to play the piano tolerably by
sight, and perhaps by degrees some-
musical ideas are introduced into the
mind, but the game is seldom worth tbe:
candle. The authoress of this pretty
book, on the other hand, endeavours to-
instil the first principles in a pleasing
manner, so as to awaken in the child an.
intercst in the science of harmony, and
lead it to perform intelligently what
otherwise would be a mere slavish exer-
cise. We wish that every boy and girl,.
before learning to sing or play, could
read these charming pages.

From Day to Day ; or, Helpful Words.
for Christian Lite. Daily Readings for
a Year. By Ronerr Macponarp,
D.D. T. Nelson and Sons,

Wz have many admirable works of this.
kind, but Dr. Macdonald’s will rank
among the best. Sound in doctrine,
deep In experience, wise in utterance,
and yet thoroughly popular, his readings
for every day will command an immense-
constituency, and will bless and edify
thousands for many years to come. Our
own spirit Las been greatly refreshed
while reading one and another of these
portions; and as we have thanked God
tor our own profiting,we bave felt a desire
that others should be partakers of the
benefit. We understand that this is
Dr. Macdonald's only book : there is no-
need that he should write another ; this
will suffice to make bim live among the
tried and afflicted family of God as one
who is able to speak a word in season to
him that is weary.

LAl
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The History of the Tea-cup; with a
Descriptive Account of the Potter’s
Art. By the Rev. G. R. Wapawoob.
Wesleyan Conference Office.

It has seldom fallen to our lot to read
n book so full of interesting details all
directly bearing upon the subject in
Land. It is singular that there should
be a Rev. Wedgwood to write a history
of the tea-cup, and as appropriate as it
is singular. We think that this Wedg-
wood as much excels in writing the
history as the other Wedgwood did in
making the tea-cup itself. Old and
young will be equally pleased with this
book. There is no ““ padding” in it,
no introduction of foreign themes in
order to swell the size of the book.
The author is never dry or prolix, he
says what he has to say, says it briefly,
and says it well. There may be more
laborious histories of the art of pottery ;
we do not doubt that there are several
which a man might go to sleep over,
but for putting the matter in a nutshell
commend us to the present pretty little
volume. We congratulate the Wes-
leyan Conference Office upon publishing
such a book, which, if its sale should be

commensurate with its merits, will com-
mand an extensive circulation.

Paper, Pens, and Ink : abrief sketch of
the principal writing materials used
in all ages. DBy Daniec Frazer.
Glasgow: David Bryce and Son.

A smarr book upon a fraitful topic. Tt
is conceived in an excellent spirit, but
written in an execrable style. We do
not like such Frazerised English. If
the matter had been clothed in the
ordinary language of our country, with-
out new words, slipshod expressions,
and inaccuracies, we should have heartily
recommended the book. Hereisa pretty
sentence :—* The collection of English
rags gives employment to great num-
bers of itinerant china merchants, aliax
‘bowl-women and men,’ a3 well as to
the architects, artificers, and retailers of
the gaudily-painted, but non-grinding
‘wind-mills,’ that bedeck the® one-
wheel carriages’ of the ¢ old iron, old
brass’ merchants who perambulate to
the infinite delight of ‘the young and
rising generation’—our urban by-lanes
and retired streets, our sequestered vil-
lages and secluded hamlets.”

Sotes,

SnouLp there be errors in the notes, or in
acknowledgment of goods, or in aught
besides, it is hoped and believed that the
editor’s ill-health will be a sufficient
apology. We have done our best; but
with & pained and wearied brain, which is
the root of our malady, we cannot but fail
in many ways.

‘We have kept as much aloof as we
could from the excitement all around us as
to the Testimonial and the Bazaar; and
friends must excuse us if we continue to
do 80, for our head will not bear it.

All the while that we have been tossing
to and fro in pain the money for the various
objects has flowed in at a rate seldom expe-
rienced before. It seems as if the Lord
had bidden his stewards take double care
of our work while we were suffering. To
God be the first praise, and then to every
donor our personal gratitude

Mrs. Spurgeon has been passing through
A very grievous time of pain and weak -
Dess, and therefore has felt quite unequal
to writing a report. Gladly would we
have undertaken it for her, but we have

been laid aside also. The Book Fund
is beginning to be four years old, and is
entering, we hope, upon a still more useful
existence. Its need, its urgent need, among
poor ministers appears wore sadly every
day. It is true that pastors ought to be
sufficiently paid to be able to buy books
for themselves, but so long as they are not
it is a good and needful work to find them
brain food. A blessing has rested upon
Mrs. Spurgeon’s distribution of books, for
the recipients have written again and again
to acknowledge the invigoration and the
reviving received through the volames.
The hearts of others have also been stirred
up to think upon the great evil of minis-
terial poverty, and books have been spon-
taneously given which otherwise would
not have filled the pastors’ shelves, More
money was recoeived last year, and more
given, and the poor suffering worker had
yet strength sufficient, as she hopes tc
have for another year. It would grieve
her much if friends supposed that the
work might slacken on account of her ill-
ness. Sheasks for continued remembrance



42 NOTES.

and help. She will send at lenst n balance-
sheet to subscribers very soon. The report
hangs in the cloude at preseut, nor do we
vet see in what form it can or will descend ;

ut our confidence is Lthat those who gave
to the Book Fund because they saw the
great need will not give theless even if no
report can be written.

A few weeks ago we suffered a great
lose by the death of Mn. Hexry IHonson,
to whose memory we raised a verbal me-
morial at our Monday evening meeting,
but we must also pour out & few elegiac
sentences here. He was a quiet, unobtru-
sive member of the church; we suppose a
butler who had saved enough money to
purchase & comfortable annuity. KEver
since we first knew him all his time has
been spent in endeavonring to bring indi-
viduals to Christ, in his own way. He
paid for & whole pew at the Tabernacle,
and then went abroad into Hyde Park and
other places, and invited young men to
come and hear Mr. Spurgeon, promising
them a eeat. After service he entered
into conversation, gave another invita-
tion, and by other means sought to secure
the person. Many bas he in this way
led to the Saviour, and then to the church.
His style of living was parsimonious that
he might be able to give to the Orphan-
age and the College, and especially that he
might buy a weekly heap of sermons,
which he distributed with great care in
the parks. Although in advanced years,
he wulked erect, with somewhat stately
tread and aristocratic air, and this mo
doubt ensbled him to introduce his ser-
mons and his seat-tickets where a less im-
pressive physique might have failed.
Scarcely known to anyone but to us, our
comrade has our loving regrets until we
meet again. When shall we see his like ?
“ Faith{ul unto death,”’ we lay our wreath
upon his tomb !

CoLLecE.—During the past month Mr.
P. Hutton has settled at Nailsworth,
Gloucestershire ; and Mr. Collins at Mil-
ton, Oxon. Mr. H. W. Taylor, of Markyate
Street, has removed to Redruth, Corn-
wall: and Mr. J. B, Warren, of Cotten-
bham, to Colnbrook, Bucks. May the
divine blessing atlend both of these
changee. The students will reassemble
after the Christmas vacation on Tuesday,
January 7, when they will be joined by a
number of others whom we have accepted
oot of a host of applicants. The new men
will bring up the Lst to neerly one hund-
red students, and we have & large number
waiting, so that there is mo fear of the
succession ceasing from among us.

Evangerisrs.—Mesars. Smith & Clarke’s
services at Leicester have been full of
power and blessing. The meetings were
commenced in the%uptiat Tabernacle, but
this soon proved to be too small, and the
larger chapel in Archdeacon Lane was
afterwards used, as well as the one in
Nicholas Street. From the very first
night the Lord set his geal to the work in
the conversion of sinnerls and the reclama-
tion of backsliders. One day was set
apart for fasting and prayer in the draw-
ing-room of a lady, who invited about
sixty ministers, missionaries, Bible-women,
and friends, to plead for the divine bless-
ing on the services, This meeting exerted
a powerful influence for good upon the
Christian workers, and through them upon
the general public. This month our
brethren are to visit Grimsby, and in
February they are to hold three weeks’
services at tho Tabernacle.

Mr. Burnham's services at Parson’s
Hill Chapel, Woolwick, appear to have
been very useful. Our esteemed brother,
Mr. J. Turner, the pastor of the church,
mentions several interesting cases of con-
version, two of which resulted from Mr.
Burnham'’s singing. On four of the even-
ings he was happy in securing the help of
our brethren Sawdy, Fellowes, H. R.
Brown, and Inglis, who delivered earneat
evangelistic addresses, and twenty of Mr.
Turner’s friends materially assisted the
work by going from house to house to in-
vite people to the services. The weather
was most unfavourable, but the congrega-
tions were very good. Mr. Turner also
says—** The singing of our brother was
highly appreciated, and the addresses of
the brethren were full of life and power.
It has been & time of refreshing to the
church., I bless God for the meetings,
and pray that in every place like blessings
may follow the labours of our brethren.”

During the past month Mr. Burnbam
hes visited Winterslow, near Salisbury,
where the chapel was crowded each even-
ing. Many enquired the way to Zion, and
some found the Baviour. From there he
went to Bower Chalk, where the remem-
brance of former visits brought a large
congregation every evening. In addition
to the services at the chapel, many were
reached by means of a house to house
visitation. Walthem Abbey, Rotherhithe,
and Southampton have also been visited
during December. .

It may save some disappointment if we
inform friende who are hoping to avail
themselves of the evangelists’ services that
Mr, Burnham, as well as Messrs. Smith
and Clarke, is fully engaged until the
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meoting of the Conference, so that it will be
ugeless to write for him to visit any place
until the end of April or the beginning
of May. Ilis engagements for the present
month are Kynsford, Malmesbury, Aven-
ing, Woodohester, Minchinhampton, and
Highgate. Our earnest prayer is that
every place msy receive great and lasting
goad,

OrPHANAGE.— Parlowr Bazaars.—In our
Jist of contributiona this month there is one
amount which calls for special notice. It
is this—* Proceeds of parlour bazaar at
Mrs. McKollen’s, £5 10s. 2d.” Some little
children, who are themselves fatherless,
gave up nearly all their pley time for three
months, and at the end of that period held
g bazaar in their mamma's parlour, and
gent the proceeds to us for our orphan
lads. Many thanks to our little helpers.

Owur Songsters in the South.—~The or-
pbans’ trip to Southempton, Portsmouth,
and the Isle of Wight, from December 2nd
to 6th, was most successful in every
way. Friends everywhere vied with one
another in the heartinees of the reception
which they gave to Mr. Charlesworth and
his choir of thirty boys. Large crowds
gathered in each place to listen to their
singing, and liberal help was given to the
institution, which ‘will probably benefit
{from the collections, &c.,to the extent of
at least £100. Southampton was the
first place visited, and our {riend, Mr.
Mackey, had sent us 8o interesting an ac-
count of the whole of the proceedings
there that we cannot do better than let our
readers enjoy the contents of the letter
which was written to cheer us in our
season of sickness : —

“My dear Mr. Spurgeon,—Having seen
in The Sword and the Trowel your note,
asking that the friends in Southampton
would do their best to make the visit of
the orphan boys a success, I thought a
short account of their visit would be cheer-
1ng to you in the time of your weakness.

“ When first we looked forward to their
coming it was with mingled feelings of
pleasure and anxiety, for there were thirty
lads and three adults for whom to provide,
not merely a place in which to sing, but a
tea on their arrival, and a bed and break-
fast ere they started for Portsmouth the
next morning. ‘Would the people res-
pond to our invitation to volunteer to
take the lads ? Or should we heve to go
begging for beds and breakfasts ?’ These
were some of the questions we asked our-
felves as we replied to Mr. Charlesworth,

Yes, we should be glad to see- and

hear the boys. Conceive our surprise,
sir, when upon putting it to our people,
we had more than forty lads volunteered
for, and in some cases wero therefore com-
pelled to give only one where two would
most readily have been welcomed. This
gave us great encouragement, and we de-
termined to do our best to get a [ull house
on the evening. The hoardings of the
town soon bscame plentifully decorated
with bills, inviting people to como and
hear ‘Spurgeon’s Orphan Boys’—a des-
cription which I am thankful to say is not
strictly correct, for in their present happy
home they can scarcely be called ‘orphans.’
The next thing was to arrange for the
boys to have something to eat after their
long end cold journey; for though Tom
Tuckera should sing for their suppers, they
need tea before they begin tosing. It was
thought to be undesirable to take the cost
of the tea out of the proceeds of their
entertainment, so we asked some ladies to
undertake the whole affair, and invite
contributions in kind towards the same.
About half-an-hour’s persuasive confer-
ence among the ladies, and all the needed
provisions were secured, and ready help
volunteered in the preparation of it. The
way being thus clear, we wrote, saying,
‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ The
weather, which during the previous week
had been very dismal and wet, seemed as
though going to clear up and become fine
specially for the orphans’ southern trip.
At any rate, when the lads alighted at the
station on Monday, the sun was just wait-
ing to give them a glance before he retired
for the night, and introduce them to the
rising moon, who should help to guide
them to their temporary homes. We soon
got the lads filed into pairs, and then
marched them through the town to the
no small curiosity of the many gazers.
After a walk along the shore to whet their
appetites, we went into the schoolroom to
tea, and within five minutes of the order
to ‘fall to,’ the place was most ‘ suggest-
ively silent —the lads had found their
(only) natural enemy, and were doing their
best to absorb him.

“Long before the time announced for
the concert folks were at the door, clamour-
ing for admission, and when at last the
bolts were flung back, in came the mass of
people, all eager to get a good seat. For
a good while 1t was as much as we could
do to get the visitors well placed, and when
the concert began the chapel was crowded.
The chair was taken by Mr. Alired Pegler,
who is always ready to help on any good
work. The capital precision and tuneful-
ness of the several pieces delighted the
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nudience, as did also the neive style of
some of the reciters.

* After the concert was over, it did one
good to see the eager and proud look nupon
the faces of the friends who had volun-
teered to play the part ol hosts. In the
morning,—orders baving been given to
the lads on the previous evening to be at
the pier at eleven, to start for Southsea—
parties of tbree and four could be seen
going with their young charges along the
streets leading to the pier-head, and when
at last the whistle wus sounded as the
signel for sturting, the lads, with Mr.
Charlesworth at their head, gave their de-
lighted entertainers & hearty cheer, and
received muny full-hearted good-byes’
from them. As the boat gracefully an-
swered to her helmsman, and darted out
into mid-stream, sending us a farewell
swell of water which counsiderably dis-
turbed our flouting landing-stage, we re-
traced our steps homeward, and thanked
Grod for the visit of the orpban boys.

“With much love to yourself, I am,
yours sincerely, H. O. MackEer.”

At Portsmouth, Mr. Medhurst and a
number of the ladies of his congregation,
reccived the party most cordially, and
provided them with tea. Lake Road
Chapel had been decorated for the occa-
sion with various mottoes, such as “ Wel-
come to the orphan lads,” “Your
heavenly Father feedeth them,” ¢ Jehovah
Jireh.” “ God bless Mr. Spurgeon,” &c.,
and, shortly after the doors were opened,
the building was well filled, although a2
charge was made for admission, the favor-
able impression produced by the boys’ last
visit aitracting a large audience. Mr.
Medhurst presided, and announced that
the members of his Bible-class had col-
lected £29 for the Orphanage during the
year, and Mr. Charlesworth presented
prizes to the three young people who had
obtained the largest amounts. The Hamp-
shire Telegraph  says that * the healtby
appearance and neat attire of the boys
retlected great credit upon the officials of
the institution.” On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4th, the party was taken in the
government steam launch to Her Majesty’s
ships * Victory " and * Duke of Welling-
ton,” and one of the royal yachts, where,
afier being shown all the objects ot
interest, they sang several of their school
songs to the great delight of the otficers
und crew. Heturning to the chapel, they
were prepared to do ample justice to the
dinner which awaited them, provided and
served by a party of young ladies, under
the direction of Mrs. Light and Mrs,
Haurris.  In the afternoon they crossed to

the Isle of Wight, and again received a.
cordinl welcome from Mr. Chamberlain
and the friends of George Street Chapel,
Ryde. The mceting was held in the New
Town Hall, which was crowded in every

art. The Isle of Wight Times of Decem-

er 14th contained & most flattering
report of the meeting, but we have only
spuce for a few extracts:—<The mere
appearance of about 10 boys on the plat-
form, comfortably clad, with bright, in-
telligent, and happy-looking faces, and n
modest, quiet, and even gentiemanly
demeanour, is of itself & powerfully
eloquent appeal for the support of such.
an institution. . . ... ... Wehave no
hesitation in saying that Mr. Spurgeon is
entitled to the sympathy and support of
all who can appreciate a truly noble and
unsectarian work, and if sny of our
readers would run down to Stockwell
when they are in town, they would see
and hear something which would amply
repay them for their trouble.

The next evening, Dec. 5, 8 meeting was
held in the Baptist Chapel, Newport, of
which theRev. Fred. Trestrail sends us the
following account: “When the proposal
first came, it looked to us all as rather a
formidable thing to receive and entertain
thirty boys and three masters. DBut the
difficulty soon vanished, and I had not to-
ask but for one bed. After lunch they
went to Carisbrook Castle, to which firee
admission was kindly granted. Several
friendsmet them at tea, and long before the
time of service, a great crowd was at the
doors. 1In a few moments the place was.
crammed ; aisles, schoolrooms, lobby, and
every spot where a person could hear, was
occupied. I had no idea such an intense
interest would have been excited. The
boys sang exceedingly well, and the reci-
tations were delivered with great propriety
and intelligence. Every one, as far as I
know, was gratifed, and I have heard
only one opinion as to the excellent con-
duct of the lads. Some of the friends said
they wished they were going to stop a
whole week. The vicar kindly altered
the day for an organ recital, so as not to
interfere with our service, and gave frec
admission to the church, which is a very
fine structure, and contains a beautiful
monument to the Princess Elizabeth, who
died at Carisbrook Castle. If we live to
see another year, and the boys pay us a
second visit, we will get the Drill Hall,
which will hold twice as many as our kirk.
I was gratified to observe how pleased our
excellent brother Charlesworth and his
assistants were with the visit and its
results. Mr. Harry Abraham rendered
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most efficient help.” The trip was brought
to a close on Friday evening Dec. 6th,
when the Wesleyan Chnpel, Cowes, was
crowded to ils utmost cnpncity, while large
numbers who wished to see and hear the
boys, were unnble to obtain admission,
although the chapel was the largest in the

lace. Mr. C. W. Warder presided, and
the meeting was of the most enthusinstic
character. The arrangements had been
made by Mr. Sparks, “the boat-builder
parson,” who was delighted with the man-
ner in which all denominations assisted to
ensure the success of the evening, We
heartily thenk sll friends who in any
.degree contributed to the pleasure and
profit of the week's engagements, and
earnestly pray that the blessing of the
Father of the fatherless may be their con-
tinual portion.

CoLroRTAGE AssociaTioN.—This im-
portant work is being vigorously prose-
-cuted, as far as the means at our disposal
will allow. It is gratifying to know that
nearly the whole of the 30 additional dis-
tricts started by the liberal aid of two
‘generous friends, at the beginning of the
present year, will be continued. In many
-of these instances the full amount of £40
per year has been promised for the coming
JYear; but, in several cases, we have had
to help the friends in the districts by con-
tinuing the agent for a less sum in the
hope that they will, during the year, be
able to arrange for the full amount in
future, and that other friends will give (as
‘we are thankful so many have done in the
past) liberal aid to our general funds. We
:are thankful to all our donors just now,
when our fundshave run low, and specially
for a large and generous donation of £100
from one friend, and £25 from another,
+during the past month, and trust that other
friends will bear our work in mind and
continue to aid. The Committee have
arranged to start new districts, as follow—
Essex Congregational Union, one agent;
Liverpool, one agent; Ottery St. Mary,
Devon, one agent, and hope for much
blessing on this extended 'effort. The

Bideford District, where the Colporteur is
doing a good work, will have ts be dis-
continued, as no local support can be
obtained, unless some friend volunteers
help to keep it on. An extract from the
Colporteur’s letter is very interesting.
He says:—

*“ Attended Bideford Market, as usnal,
and met with great encouragement, for in
addition to other books, I sold four bean-
tifully got-up copies of God’s Word It
was the best day’s sales [have yet realized
in the market. Met with a gentleman who
was greatly interested in the work of our
society, and said that such a work was
greatly needed in this part of Devon, and
hoped that I should be the means of shed-
ding a little light upon the priest-ridden
population of its towns and villages, see-
ing that high-toned Ritualism so exten-
sivelyabounds, and the people are being led
back to Rome as fast as their blind leaders
can draw them that way. Visited
nine miles from Bideford. When about
four miles on the way I was accosted by
some men, who were breaking stones by
the roadside, who asked for a book which
I did not possess, but opened my pack,
and among other things showed them a
2s. 6d. edition of ‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’
ordered for another customer. One of
them gave me an order for a copy of the
same book, and on a second occasion
another of them purchased a 4d. Testa-
ment. I am glad to say that my sales
increase, and I hope to raise them to 2
fair standard in my monthly account.”
It would be a pity if we were compelled
to remove this agent.

Reports have reached us of two Col-
porteurs “in perils from robbers.” In one
case the agent lay senseless on the road
for half an hour, having been attacked by
three men. In these trying times, and
during this severe winter, our brethren
the Colporteurs claim a warm place in
our hearts, and a constant interest in our
prayers. Communications should be sent
direct to the Secretary, W. Corden Jones,
Colportage Association, Metropolitan
Tabernacle, Newington Butts, S.E.

Pustors’ @ollege, etropolitan Tubernacle.,

Statement of Receipts from November 20tk to December 19th, 1878.

£ s d.
8. 8. Absolum e e e 050
Ashford o me e e 100
ASavedOne.. ... s e we 0 26
Well Wisher, Newtown, Mont. ... .. 8 0 0
Mr. C. Matthews ... .. .. w 010 6
Alr. B. Tice ... aes . 110 0
Mr. ThomasR. ... .. .. 200

£ s.d.
N. M. ... 1L v o
Mr. J. Bange! 110
Mr. Griffith 110
E. H. B. . 1 00
Margaret M. D, Fergusson 150
Mr. J. Masters e 1 (: 3

v o3

Mary Ann Wilson ...
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S8TOOKWELL ORPHANAGE,

B 4 s
J M.,In Memoriam, on reading Me- Profit on Sale of Mr. !pur- & ¢
moir of W, H. Priter 100 geon’s Books ., 300
In Memoriam. on mdmg l(emolrofw _— 910
H, Iriter .. [STS, ws 1 1 0 | Miss Ratelift e - . 0178
Mr G. Wren e we 010 0 [ Mr. and Mrs. Krell o we 8 00
Marin Gonding . we O 5 0| Mr W, MncGlll M.D. .. . w 1 1 0
A Friend in Beotland .. v .. 20 0 0 | Mr. W. Macfle W 10 0 v
Mrw. Townsend, Ann. Sub. e . 1.1 0| AWidow’ sT'hsnkoﬂerlng, AKX’ w 3 00
The Widow's Mlte, Dundee ., e 0 2 6 | Miss Armstrong ... e  w we 1 00
-H.B. v .00 06 0 . Mm.J. Johnstone., we .. 1 npo
Mr. R. Fortune ... .. . 0 5 0 | FirstFruits)... W e e . 010 0
Mr. J. Sommervill... . 010 0 | Mr.D. Rutherford.. w 1 0 0
Mre. Barah Arnold... [ . 1 1 0 | Rev.J. Bridge w. 010 0
Mr. T. Kenpard ... .. we 1 00 gev w, Llewellyn . w. 010 0
Collected . igma... 500
Mdmsbv_ Mre. James Withers, Oontributions at_Salem Chapal Dover
per Rev. E. J. Edwards., 214 6
Messrs. Helassand Co. ., 110 ‘Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab —Nov.24 30 910
Mr. Andrew Richardson ... 100 w oo o ow Dec. 1 39 8 1
Mre, John Leach ... - 010 o ” » ” ”» ” y 8 3 6 6
Mr. R. Oakshott - 010 0 w oo . w1520 8 0
Jemer Withers . . 010 0 oo
r Gosmm - 050
J. H. Fuller .. - 050 £33 9 2
Statement of Reocipts from November 20th to December 19t), 1878,
£ 5 d. £ s8.d.
Rev, J. Bridge e w. 010 0 | Mrs.J. Smith .- . . .. 110
Mr. E. R. Cleare ... w. 0 6 0 | Stamps from Berwick ... . w 0 50
Mr. Jerry ... . we 0 5 0 | Mr. H. Smith’s Box . e 2 48
Mrs. Bateman .- s . 1 0 0 | Mrs. Marple... e . B 0O
Mr. A. Lamb - - e 1 1 0 [ Mr. T. Kennard ... . - w 100
Mrs. Carter ... .. 2 00 .E. ... e . . 10 00
A Thankoffering, S.-on-A. wen . 010 0 Mrs. S. Arnold . . 110
Three Sermon Readers, Ku'kmldy 0 7 6 | Mr.R. Fortune . 050
Mrs, Ann Aldred ... 1 0 0] H.N.andA.C. .. . 010
Mrs. Threlfall - - 1 0 0 | AServant Girl, near Forres we 0 21
Ashford . -~ 1 0 0 | A Mother and threo Clnldren w 0 50
A Saved One.. 0 2 6 | Mrs. Dncket . 020
Pnut sold for the Orp]mns . 010 0 | Miss Edwards 01 ¢
. . 0 2 6 Mr. and Mre. Trickett 1 00
G Tavlor and J. Lu;htbody e we 010 0 | Mr.J Sommervill . . 010 0
Rev. William Saunders ... o w 2 2 0 | Mr. and Mrs. E. Baw s 010
Collected by Eliza Lloyd ... o .. 1 5 0 | Two Poor Widows _, . we 010
Collected by 8. Buxton ... .. 1 2 8 | Mr James Wnrd,Ju-n . we 0850
§8.and N. “ Dust Oh!" .. 10 0 0 | M.C. .. . . 015 0
H. Ades e — .. 1 00 A Thm.koﬂ'ermg from S. M. 5 00
Mr. G. Weston ... - w= 0 1 0 ] Collected by the Pastors’ Bible Cla.ss
Mr. A. Fowler . o w 070 conducted by Rev. T. W. Medhurst 29 0 ©
Mr. J. Burnett ... 1 0 06 | E. Farmer . 02 6
Mr. A. Falconer, perl[r G.Walker ... 1 0 0 Collected by Mrs. James Wxthers,
Metmpolmm Store... - - 1 00 Reading .—
T L W. .. .15 00 Mr. M. H. Sutton... ven 2 20
Mr. B. Tice ... 110 0 | Messrs, Helass and Co. .. 110
Mr, Thomas B. ... . ... 256 0 0 { Mr. J. Boorne . 010 ¢
Mrs. J. Robertson Ailoman o 3 0 0 | Nellie Withers R " 010 &
Yroceeds of Pariour Bazaor, at Mrs. J. H. Fuller... 050
McKellen’s, Ardwick . w 510 2 | Mr. Jewell . 0 50
Mr. J. Masters 1 0 0 | Mr. Harris ... o . 010 0
Mrs. II. Smith . . 5 0 0 | Rev. E. Porter 02 6
Tuankoffering for ‘a Beloved Mother's James Withers 05 0
lif¢ spared... ven . . 010 0 Harriet Cooper 011
Mr. Tuvlor .. o .. 1 00 Mrs. Blackman . - 011
AMr. G. Wren we 010 0 Millie Allright's Box P 1 0 0
Mr. G, W, Burrows . w. 1 1 0 | Thos, Woodeson . 200
B.W.C. o wee e e .. 1 1 v | Edwin T. Woodeson 1 40
Mrs. Griliam o . w 1 0 0 | Williem Woodeson . 013 6
Mr. W. Paine - 1 1 8| AFriend ... ¢ 26
Mr. R Maxwell .., .. .. .. § 00 —— 1013 2
Mr:. Harvey... o w 0 5 0 | Mr William Shepherd ... or we 1 0 0O
D. R. ... 2 0 0 | Mrs. Winsor's Bible Class . . 0120
Mr~. M. A. Freneh ... ©010 0 | A Friend, per Mr. Perkins . . 500
Callected by Miss M. Thomus ... 110 0 | Miss 8. Muir .- . 0l o
Mr. H. Hill ... eon w 1 1 0 ) Mrs Wilson .. o . we 010 0O
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A Leamington Friend

Friends at Oodnlmlng, per Mr. W, N

Finlayson .. o - e
Jan. C. . . v
. Dack .. e .
M. W. Kyle.. “
Mr. W {ac@ill, M.D. we

A Widow's lhnnkollerln AK.
Sale of Chuin, cte., recel ved through
detol of '* Christian IIernld
M A
Mr. nml ‘Mrs. A. E. Cowl
Collection at Dourton Chapol, pcr Rev.
R. W. Manefield.,.
Miss H. Fells
Walter Buok
Edward H, Duck .
Mr. S. Joiner
Collected by Mrs, H. E. Bunker
Mr. E. Clover .
Mr. W. J. Galloway
Contributions at Sl\lem Chupd Dover,
per Rev. E. J. Edwards .-
Mrs. Faulconer ...
The Widow of the late Mr. T. Dawes,
Town Missionary, Shrewabury
Mr. George Fryer...

Mr, James Walker..,
Mrs. Arnold’s Box — “ .
Miss Spurrier's Box - o

Mr. Peter Lamont.. .
A Family Offering from Newcustle
Mrs. J. Johnstone...
Mr, I'. Gamman_ ...
Collections at Wllhnghum, after Ser-
mons by Mr. C. Spurgeon, junior
Firstfruits ...
Exccutors of the late Mrs. E. Pxerson
S.H.W. ..
Mr. and Mrs, Krell "
Stamps for the Orphannge
JMr. Robinson Hindle ..
Mr. D. Rutherford . e
Annual Subscriptions —
Mrs, Benj. Barrat ...
Mrs. Weston... .
Mr. D. Heelas
Mrs. Townsend ... -
Per F. R. T. :—
AMiss Winckworth. ..
Mr. Ajrey _ ...
Mr. T. R. Johnson...
Mr. Pewtress .
Mr. Keen ...
Mr. A, Tyson

oCcoCoo
S neoen
(=2 N R-N—3-]

Mr. and \Irs Kna

Mr, Fidg . pp

Miss Fldge .

Concert at Portland Chnpel
Southampton, by Stock-
well Orphanage Choir ..

Mr. A. Pegler e

Mrs, Norris,.,

[
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—
oo
=X -3=]

Concert at George Strect
Chapel, Ryde, by Stock-
well Orphanage Chaoir ... -
Donations per Mr. Chailesworth :—

Scrvice of Song by Orphan-
age Choir, Newport, Islo
of Wight ...

Service of Song, West

Cowes, Isle of Wight ...

List of Presents, per AMr.

13 6 0
111 0

of Rice, Mr, J. L. Potier; 120 Eggs, Miss Janet Ward ; 20 1bs. each Plums

Figs, &e. .y Mrs. Arnold ; 5 cwt. Fruit Preserve, S. Chivers and Son.
CLovuing, ete.:—50 Wool Comforters, Miss Winslow and pupils;

Drunsficld and Pupils; 12 pairs Socks, Mr, Kine; 4 dozen Bows, and 6 dozen Ties,
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£ s d.

G, E. MofTatt we e 11
4517 0
Boxen at Tabernacle Gates . 313 0
Mr. W,J. Evang’ Box ... 016 o
£492 4 0

Christmas Festival at the Orphanage:

Mra. T. .
aW..
%‘wo Friends at Earl’s Colne ..
Jono Matthews -

Mary Best ... .
Cnrohne Frearson ... .

Fxnnk Oa.kley

H.E. 8, .

Mrs. R. Lane

Mrs. 8. Barlow .

Miss Lumsedaine .,
Collected by Mrs. . Tolier —

e

Mrs, Toller ... 050
Mrs, Goosey... wee 0 5 0
Mrs. Allen ... .. .. 0 26
Mr.J.B. Elgar .. .
Mr. Tickle ... e . .
Mrs. Wilson... e -
Mr. Geo. Laurence... v 2 00
Collected by Mr. Gteo. Lau-

Tence 10 2 0

J. Early, Contents of Money
Box of a dear little Boy,
removeq to the better land 080

Mr. James Lang’s Children
R. and L. E..
Mr. and Mrs. K.Lrby
Mrs. Burbage v
Miss Love
Marian and Agnes...
Mr, Edwin Davis ...
Senior Class, Brookfield Ragged School
Birmingham vee .-
Mr. John Wood
A Friend, Nuneaton
A Reader of * Sword and Trowel ’”
Dumfries , -
Daughters of Mr. C. Rowland ... ...
Mary, Nelly, and Edith Spurrier
Mr. Samuel Rudd ...
Mrs. Munday
Mrs. William Sutcliffe ... -
Colgacted by Miss Nellie Cnﬁ'y'n

Mrs. B. Tice,..
Mattie, Lome a.nd Bermce Tlce
Sarah Hopwooﬂ

Mr. Thomas Bury ...
Mr. John Storey
Anérish Friend

Mr. R. Hindle
R. N, “ Ampthill”
Wnlter, Frank, Cornelm, Carry, and
Gerty e o e
Mrs. Arnold... . -
Mrs. Virtue ... e e eem
£

and Currants, 2

FoR Sarx Hoox:—A Pair of Wool Slippers, pnrtly wrought, Mrs. Browne.
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Charlesiorth.—ProvisioNs, ete, :—116 1bs. of Beef, Mr. Haydon ; a bag

boxes of

50 Flannel Shirts, the Misses
Rix and Bridge.
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@olgortage Association,

Statement of Receipts from November 20th to December 19th, 1878.

Stubseriptions and Donations for Districts :— 8 s d.
£ s d. | Mr. Fewka ... w 0 2 ¢
T. Wm]lcv an Mnatlock ... .. 2 0 0| Mr. Antill . .. 0 20
Rov. C. rgoon l'or Dorking s 2210 0| Mr, Wheatley... . 0 240
"I (vruhb nq., 1210 0 | A Friend w 0 76
Grent Y armouth Town Mlanion per — 200 0
K. W. I'age, Enq. e e w 710 0 ri un., Erq., for Cardif¥... w 10 0 0
T(ndloigh District .. 10 0 0 R w Gﬂﬂlthn, Keq., for Frltlmm 10 0 0
I, Cary, Enq.. for Castleton ... ... 10 0 0] G. . Dean, Eeq., for Sittingbourne.. 10 0 0
Oxfordehire Association for Stow ... 10 0 o© I}Irmlnghum Town Migslon ... w123 0 0
Oxfordshire Ansoclation forV\itney 10 0 0 | Mrs. R. Clark, for Axbridge ... . 500
Southport Dintrict 710 0] Mev.G. H. Dnvics for Abilngdon .. 710 0
Rbyvl Distriet ... %10 o | Skipsea District, on account .« 8 00
Northam mn Assoclation . 30 0 0 | Minchinhampton District 090
Ter Mr. T Lewis, tor Crudlwe{ lo 0 O Worceswrsh e (,olpom\ge Assocm-
Young 1.adies’ Bibleclnsa, et‘ropoll- 0o 0
tan Tabernacle ... w 5 00 lllss Hn.dﬂeld for’ Bydc o .. 10 0 0
C. 1. Alliron, Eeq., forCrl\wley 610 O -
Tiptree district, per Rev. H. Hl.gel 10 0 O £426 10 ©
Newbury Distriet . .10 00 . _
Arnold Distriet, pcr Miss Wells :— Subscriptions and Donations to the General
Rev, J. Truman - 2 20 Fund.
Mr. Mellor ... 220 £ 8. a.
Mr. Wells ... 100 Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton w 220
My. Goodliffe w 1 009 A Schoolmaster, per J. Moody . 020
Mr, Taylor .. ... 110 Miss Dann, Dentou w 06 0
Mr. Leigh ... 1 00 T. H.... - e e 050
Mr. Armitage... 1 00 M. . 0 5 0
Mr. Elliot . 100 Readers of “Christ,mn Herald” 11 6 2
Mr. A . Wells ... .- w 1 00 Mr. Thomas R, .., 25 0 0
Mr. Cowper ... . 1 00 E. B., Quarterly ... 25 0 0
Mr. Wilkinson w 1 0 0 Mr, D Heelas . 2 00
Mr. Bireh ... 1 00 Mr. J. R. Bayley ... .. 100
Mr. H. Ashwell - 1 00 Mr. H. Barringer, Collectmg Bot we 0 27
Mr. F. Burton .. 0100 J. B. Bacon, qu . 500
Mr. Dabel - 0100 Mr. E. Brayne ... .. 010 6
Mr. Bexou ... w .. 010 O Messrs. Cassell, Petter, n.ndGn.lpm e 220
Mrs. Thackery 010 O Messrs. Rogers and Cook . 220
Mrs. Crofts ... . 0 5 0 Mr. B. Hellter ... 610 6
Miss Cheetham - w 0 50 Mrs. Hellier... 010 6
Mr. Watson ... e e 050 — 110
Mr. Lindley ... . . 050 Mrs Townsend e . 110
Mr. Gripper .. .- - 050 M. H. o ... 100 0 0
Mr. Newton ... . 050 Mr. W. C. Murrell, - 110
Mrs. Wocdward ... .. 026 Mr. Izard, 1678-9..  wo e .. 220
Mr. Acton w 0 2 6 :
Mr. Burton 0 2 6 £182 7 3
Mr. Mallett 02 6
§umtg of Gbungelists.
Statement of Receipts from November 19th to December 20th, 1878.
£ s 4 £ 8. d.
Trowbrldge e . 410 0 | Mr. J R.Bayley ... .. w 1 00
w 0 5 0 A Friend in Scotland ... 10 0 0
Mr A He.n]y .1 0 0 | AFriend, for Mr. Burnham ... . 25 00
Mre. Paterson w. 1 0 0 | Melton Mowbray ... ... e 1 0
Mrs. Ligter ... . . 1 0 0
Mr. Thomas R. ... e e 250 O £7116 0
Ann Fyfe .. .. e .. 100
Mr. J. Masters ... o 1 001

“BPURGEON TESTIMONIAL.”

The “list of love” will be published next month, containing all receipts by the Treasurer to
January 19th, 1879,

Friends sending presents to the Orphanage are earnestly requested to let their
names or initials accompany the same, or we cannot properly acknowledge them ; and
also to write Mr. Spurgeon if no acknonledgment i8 sent within a week.

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Nightingale Lane,
Balham. Should any sums be wnacknowledged in this list, friends are requested to
wrile at once to Mr, Spurgeon. Post Office Orders should be made payable at the
Clief Ofiice, London, to C. H, Spurgeon,
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THE

SWORD AND THE TROWEL.

FEBRUARY, 18709.

& Futmrduy Hight ut FHorthampton.

Part II.
BY G. HOLDEN PIKE.

Z2)1HE two narratives given in our last paper—the oue of timely
rescue from the toils of Secularism, the other of ruin and
death too dreadful to contemplate—were a contrast such
as we trust may exercise a salutary effect npon any sceptical

= reader who may have perused the details. We proceed to
give some further examples of the Scripture-reader’s work among the
infidels of Northampton.

Some time ago there was a resident in the town of the name of
3——, who, from the age of sixteen, professed to be a hard-and-fast dis-
ciple of a well-known atheistical secularist lecturer. Through reading
and hearing what the leaders of his party had to say he came to be
thoroughly grounded in the stock objections to Christianity. He °
missed no opportunity of openly proclaiming his scepticism; io-
deed, he declared it was impossible for him to believe in religion as
revealed in the Bible. At the same time S—— presented a favourable
contrast to many others of his rank in life, for he was not a drunkard,
and he never indulged in violent language ; but, on the contrary, was
kind and respectful in his bearing to others.

The day arrived in which S—— was laid upon a bed of sickness,
and although he did not seek the services of the Scripture-reader, the
latter called as soon as he heard of his affliction. The usnal question
wes asked, “Shall I pray with you, my friend?” ¢ No,” was the ready
4
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reply, “I do not believe in such nonsense as prayer; I believe in a
good heefsteak.” During the next eight or nine months the man was
visited twice a week withont any good results being visible. He would
converse on theological eubjects, but he talked for the sake of battling
againgt God's word, and of disproving the divine origin of Christ-
ianity. He said he would mot receive the gospel; he would have
nothing to do with it. Yet the sceptic became more docile, and
gradually listened to the truth without raising so many objections.

It happened to be the holiday month of August, and the visitor was
about to spend a few days at Dover, while poor S was anticipating a
speedy removal to Brompton Hospital. Prior to his departure the Evan-
gelist called to say good-bye, and in doing so expressed the hope that
they might meet in heaven if they saw each other no more on earth.
His wish was not reciprocated. Who knew where heaven was ?
sincc no one had ever returned fram the spiritnal world to tell of its
nature and locality. In a balf joking manner the infidel remarked
that if one was going to Dover, and the other to Brompton, they might
possibly meet on the lire. He could join with his friend in hoping
that good might come of the skill of the London surgeons, but as to
prayer or trust in God he had nothing to say. A characteristic dia-
logue then followed. ‘“Would you like me to pray with you before I
leave ?” asked the visitor, who presently added, ““ Remember, I shall pray
for you every morning at seven o’clock.” Oh, verywell; thank you,”
answered S——, as thongh he would be glad for the subject to drop.
“ Good-bye; I hope to see yon again,” said the reader. “ Yes, I hope
80 t00.” “ Supposing nothing can be done for you at Brompton ?” ¢ I
shall have to return.” ¢ And what then ?” ‘Don’t know ; I suppose
I shall have to die.” ‘And what then ?” ¢ That don’t trouble me
but very little.” Thus the two parted; the one seemingly indif-
ferent to his best interests, the other anxious to see him yield his
heart to the Saviour. During the last few minntes S—— listened
without showing his habitual, stolid obstinacy. There was a strange-
ness in his behaviour as though one of the pins in the secular system
had snddenly loosened. His friend’s unanswered question, And what
then ? was reverberating through the chambers of his desolate sonl.

The Scripture-reader remembered the sceptical consumptive at
Northampton, and on the 23rd of August wrote a letter to the vicar
of 8t. Anpdrew’s parish, to say that they were holding a prayer-
meeting to ask for S——'s conversion. In the same hour that this
. little letter arrived at the vicarage a mescenger also called to request
the vicar to visit the invalid and to speak to him about the interests
of his sonl. When the vicar entered the chamber of sickness he was
gladdened that the man had surrendered all his sceptical notions.
“Oh, sir,” be cried, “1 am so glad you have come. I have been
wrong all my life in trying to think there was no God. There is
a God ; I know it ; there is a heaven, and there is a hell. Oh, I'm so
great a ginner, sir ; do you think salvation is for me ?”* ¢ There is sal-
vation for all who come to Christ and believe on him as the Saviour of
the world,” replied the vicar, who then proceeded to make the matter more
plain. Onp the day following a message reached Dover—* S—— has
lighit dawning in his sonl and is rejoicing in Jesus: pray on!” When
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all that had been happening was explained to him, S—— himeelf
declared that all bad come as an answer to prayer. A few days subse-
quently he died & triumphant death, after calling his friends to his bed-
gide to reccive his dying testimony. * Bob,” he said to a brother who
was in the army, “tell my companiona that I have given up infidelity,
sand I am going to heaven. My boy, meet me there.” He desired the
hymn “Rock of Ages " to be sung, and then he died, desiring that the bell
might be rung, and not tolled, at his funeral. Am endeavonr was made
in this case to spread abroad the report that the convert was bought,
or that he was not quite in his right mind. In answer to this, how-
ever, a brother-in-law, well acquainted with the case and with 8———g
temperament, says he was never more sane. Through seeing and
hearing what he did, this relative became a changed character. The
wife and family, also, have since attended public worship.

About the same time there was a man in the town of the name of
A—, who in politics and general sympathy sided with the secularist party,
although his own creed was a compound of Socinianism and more ad-
vanced infidelity. A— was naturally a very intelligent man, and was
sufficiently weil edmcated to have been a pupil-teacher in a Church of
England school. Perhaps he might have risen to a higher social
position had he not been addicted to drinking. When intoxicated he
became garrulous, and showed a disposition to dispute on various theo-
logical subjects.

One night, when it was growing late, the mother of A— called on the
Scripture-reader to inquire if he would pay a visit to her son who was in
a deplorably depressed condition, and sadly needed some one to speak
with him. On the morning following the wished-for visit was
paid, when the visitor saw a strange spectacle. A— was sitting in
the house seemingly disconsolate, the surroundings all tending to
aggravate his wretchedness. The room was littered and dirty ; it looked
as though no one had the heart or courage to sweep and wash, and
change the confusion to order. *“ Good morning, Mr. A—,” said the new
comer. * Good morning,” was the reply in gruff, uncanny tones, “I
don’t want you; I can settle my own matters withont men like you.
I suppose father has sent you here. I don’t want either him or you to
interfere with me.” The speaker was quietly given to understand that
he had made a wrong guess—the father had not been seen. A— then
became somewhat quieter. He called his wife, and asked the visitor to
take a seat. At first the woman behaved as roughly as her husband ;
but when both were assured that feelings of friendship alone were
entertained they became more amiable. Finding that he had now
an opportunity of speaking, the Reader set to work, and, as forcibly as
he could, set before this strange couple the blessings which would flow
from believing in Christ, and from abandoning drink. The man listened
to what was said without making any promise of amendment; but in-
timated that he would take everything into consideration, and then he
would give an answer on the following day. The visitor left the house
With this understanding.

In the course of twenty-four hours, at.the time appointed, the
Scripture-reader called at the house, when he witnessed a transforma-
tion which at the time appeared to be little short of miraculous. The
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man whose manners only a short while before had led to the snspicion
that he meditated relf-destruction, sat with his wife in his right mind.
Everything in the room was orderly : the chairs, the table, the grate
were rernpulously clean. The man’s features seemed also to have un-
dergone as great a change as his outward surroundings ; and with tears
filling his eyes he said, “ I'm 8o glad to sce you; with God’s help I've
determined to be a changed man from this hour” The Evangelist
began to ask himself whether the change was not too sudden, and whether
A— knew enough about the gospel to ensurc his building on a firm
foundation. He spoke of Jephthnll)'n’s vow, and of the danger of making
rash promises withont counting on the assistance of the grace of God.
“This day I'm a Christian,” answered A——, “ and vou are the best
friend I have on earth.” Then he commenced to give a summary of
his personal history. And what & history the man had to tell! He
must surely have been a sceptic because he was afraid to be anything
better. He had been a thief; he had lost at least twenty good situa-
tions; in a word, he had been about as bad a man as could well be to
cscape the gallows. The change was stupendous; but because it wns
one of the miracles of grace it was genuine. As the months passed
away he walked circumspectly, a blessing to his home and to those
around him. He coufessed that when he had stolen he seemed to hear
a voice saying “ Don’t do it,” but he had not listened. For long he was
a terror to his family, the daughter having testified that frequently
she was afraid to go to bed while her father was quarrelling; but now
he was an example of gentleness and sobriety. When the man and his
dependents contraeted their former calamities with their reformed con-
dition, their gratitude was correspondingly great. On all occasions
A— was ready to witness on behalf of the truth. At one meeting his
intelligent face attracted attention, and he was requested to make 2
speech. Stepping forward, he told the people how for years he had
carried the pnblican’s siznboard, and the only reward received for his
rags and red nose was his empty pocket. He had tried to rebut the
Reader’s arguments, but conscience had reproved him. Under Secular-
ism he was a drunkerd and a knave; the gospel, as it were, gave him
back his soul and presented him with the best things of life. He asked,
as we do, that men wonld judge of the tree by its fruits.

These cases fairly represent the classes which are constantly sought
out by the Northampton Scripture Readers’ Society, an organization
chiefly supported by individuals in the town who belong to the Evan-
gelical section of the Church of England. The working members visit
from house to house, hold open-air meetings in the season, conduct
cottage services, distribute gospel publications, and do whatever lies
within their power to diffuse a knowledge of the good news of salvation.
The examples we have given all came under the notice of one worker ;
but there are several others in the town engaged in the same good work.
for instance, Mr. B is able to give this gratifying testimony :—

“ Besides personal effort, I have enlisted the sympathy of working-
men who have been rescued from the degrading and enslaving habit
of drunkenness; with these I bave co-operated to liberate others from
the like evil. Iufidelity, too, especially in my visits, bas received my
attention ; and I trust by such means access has been obtained to many
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aveptical minds, To most of these men’s homes I gain a ready welcome ;
and many of them frecly state their ‘objections,” and patiently hear my
replies to the same, I feel able more effectually to deal with them in
this quiet and gentle manner than at exciting public meetings; their
antagonism not being aroused, their judgmenta are less prejudiced, and
their hearts more susceptible. Though [ cannot report ‘startling
results,’” yet I believe the leaven of divine truth is largely doing its
work among manry who attend no public worship, and who are only
reached by being visited in their homes. When commencing work in
one of the most populous and degraded streets in my present district, [
could scarcely secure a house to conduct services in, and the only one
I could obtain belonged to an unmarried couple; but the Lord has so
opened my way among the people that I have succeeded in holding
meetings at nearly twenty different houses in it. I can condact open-
air services in the street, not only without interruption, but obtain the
most respectful attention, and there is scarcely a hounse at which I am
not welcomed; and God hes been pleased to grant me some pleasing
and, I may say, striking instances of conversion. What can be said of
this street may be affirmed more or less of the whole district, the
moral improvement of which has been a matter of general observation.
In relation to ome street, a trustworthy person who has lived in it
twenty years bore the following testimony : ¢ When we first came into
the streeb it was so rough we thonght we should not be able to remain;
but it seems as guiet as a village now. I have often felt for you, and
have wondered how you could endure the interruptions you have had
to contend with. You certainly have persevered and worked hard. I
have been surprised how you could preach at all.””

The most devoted secularist who may delude himself with the notion
that he is making the most of this world, must be prepared to admit that
his system cannot pretend to be a cure either for drunkenness or squalor.
A profession of its tenets never raises a man above low grovelling and
sensual indulgence, if that be the bent of his inclinations. How does
infidelity account for the fact that the gospel always effects a cure when
all mere human inventions have failed ?

One case in point was unusually interesting. A secularist of the
town one dag called on one of the readers while actually suffering from
deliriun tremens. Once or twice on former occasions the man had
been on the verge of committing suicide. He now entered the house,
looking haggard and wild, as though contemplating some folly or mis-
chief. I have been wandering about since three o’clock this morning,
and can find no rest,” he cried, in tones betokening the torture he en-
dured. “Idon’t know what to do, I am sure.” That day was the turning
point, and the miserable unbeliever has long since become a reformed
man, He once produced quite a sensation in one of the cottage gather-
ings by thaoking God for being allowed to be found at such a meeting
as that. Well might he do so when he contrasted what he had been
with what he was,

_ What the operatives themselves say about these little religious meet-
ings is both encouraging and snggestive. One poor woman remarked
at the close of one of them,  Your meeting at the mission-room has
already done good. A man in this street was there who has been
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addicted to drink, and was 80 wrought upon that he has resolved to give
it up. 1 could not avoid noticing how he looked at you. I felt sure
he was deeply impressed. I am very glad, as he has not behaved
kindly to eome of his children. I was surprised to see so many there
who I know had not attended a place of worship for years.” Another
woman at whose house the meetings were held was converted through
their instramentality.

A man who had led aloose kind of life once remarked : “I was
present at your meeting, and am resolved to give up visiting public-
houses. 1 am convinced there is no life 8o happy as a religious one, and
I'hope I may beable to live such an one. Your remarks about places of
smusement were very true; they are the ruin of many an one. I wish
there were more such meetings as yours ; there should be something
every night to keep people from public-houses. When you were speak-
ing of the sanctity of marriage one man there hung his head, and well
he might ; for he has left his wife and is living with another woman.
I could not avoid noticing how ashamed he looked. I hope he may see
his errors and renounce them. I mean to continue to attend your
meetings, and trust they may be the means of good to many.”

These Scripture-readers have not, as a rule, benefited by any special
training for their work; but they are able, nevertheless, to present the
gospel to enquirers in a simple, effective way. One of them has this
note respecting a seeker who found some difficulty in grasping the great
trath that salvation is without money and without price:—* When ex-
plaining to him God’s readiness to save repentant sinners, I used the
following illustration : ¢ Bupposing a child of yours stood knocking at
your door during a storm, could you refuse to open it ?* ‘I should
think I could not,  he replied. “God is more willing to open the door
of mercy to you than ever you could be to open the door to your child.’
‘Ishe ? T am glad to know that.” ¢If you were tocall your child,
and were to close your door against him, would that be acting like a
father ? ¢1 conld not do such a thing, I should be glad to welcome
him.” Jesus says—‘ Come nnto me. Him that cometh I will in no
wise cast out.” ‘Do you think he says what he does not mean ?* ‘Oh
dear no ; how can I think so ?* ¢If you were in want, and I were to
offer you food, and you would not hold out your hand to acoept it, whose
faolt would it be if you did not have it ?’ ¢ Why, my own, to be
sure’ ‘Jesnsdied to purchase you salvation, and offers it you without
money and without price ; whose fault will it be if you don’t have it ?’
‘Why, my own. I did not think it was so; I begin to see the matter.
If Jesns will as readily save me as I would open the door to my child,
I believe I shall be saved, for I want to be. You have greatly helped
me : my mind is moreat rest.” On another occasion, not long before
his death, I asked him if he were afraid to die ? when he replied :—* No,
I am longing for the time.’ ‘Do you think yourself prepared for so
solemn an event ‘I look to Jesus and believe in him ; and you told
me the Bible says :—Whosoever believeth in him shall not perish : but
have everlasting life.’ “ Then you don’t feel to need any other Saviour?’
“No, I only need one like Jesus. He’s enough ; I feel him to be so.
He came to save sinners, and I know I'm one. I remember what you
told me about his being more willing to open the door of mercy to me
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than I should be to admit my child. T feel he has opened this door ;
I am now waitiog for him to open to me the door of heaven.” Thus he
died.”

Mr. 8——, another visitor employed in a district called Kingsthorpe
Hallow, says that he found the neighbourhood very benighted and
sceptical. Good feeling now exists, and much good has been done.
“When I first begun my labours,” he says, “ I opened two services a
week, on Sunday and Thursday evenings; but they proved failures, one
aged man alone attending beside myself, and he one night failed; but
after much prayer to God, making house to house visitation, and getting
up tea- meetings, after which, prayer, singing, reading the Floly Scrip-
tures, and addresses were given by friends, the schoolroom in which we
held our services became too small for us, numbers having to go into an
upper room. We have been obliged to open extra services in accord-
ance with the wishes of the people.”

Regarding the fruits of these cottage gatherings, he gives this ex-
ample as a specimen : “A young man and his wife were induced to
attend one of the tea-meetings, the man having been a great drunkard,
having furnished and sold his home up four times, and spent the money
among drunken companions, leaving his wife and children destitute;
while listening to the parable of the Prodigal Son, he saw his own cage,
and, bursting into tears, he said he had had enough of the husks; from
henceforth he would serve God.”

There was another young man who, having been *‘ a great drunkard,”
but having become a *‘temperance man,” felt his need of something
better, for he said his home had been a hell upon earth long enough,
and he wished to know what he could do to alter it, when, after showing
him how willing God was to blot out his transgressions like a thick
cloud, and hissins and iniquities he would remember them no more, he
at once closed with God’s plan of mercy, and was enabled to find peace
with God through the blood of his Son. His wife and child, with him-
gelf, are now all endeavouring to walk so as to please God.

There is another evil which Secularism, with all its cant about
making the best of this world, has failed to cure, namely, wife-beating.
We are sorry to have to testify that in Northampton wife-beaters are
far too numerous. In a certain cottage a woman in weak health, and
suffering from the effects of her husband’s ill-usage, is still anxious about
her eternal interests. She is questioned closely about her condition.
“Do you fear hell ?” ¢“I do.” She then goes on to narrate a very remark-
able dream which she experienced nearly twelve months before. She
Imagined that two supernatural beings entered her chamber, and bbat
each pressed her to accompany him to an unknown land. Following
one of the creatures as a guide, the way was led along a dark passage
until they seemed to have arrived at the world of shadows. So awtul
were the surroundings that the woman begged to be allowed to return
once again to her home and children ; but not until she had pleaded
earnestly was she allowed to doso. She then encountered the otherangel,
who guided her to a city of liberty and beauty. The palace was ablaze
with light, and the heart of every inhabitant swelled with joy. When
she awoke in profuse perspiration, and told her husband, he langhed at
her simplicity, Soon after he beat her in a brutal manner, and by other
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means endeavonred to keep her out of the kingdom. Some of the
bravest and most heroic creaturcs on earth are found among poor
women with ungodly husbands—wives who, in spite of every hindrance
sel up by men and devils, are pressing forward to win the crown of
cverlasting life. True heroines, they deserve to be mentioned in the
daily prayers of all the saints.

We have said enough to show the general character of the North-
ampton town mission, and the kind of success which is rewarding its
agents. We do not intend to insinuate that they are the only workers
in the field. Far from it, there are in the thick of the fight good men
and true of our own and other denominations, but just now we keep to
this one agency. Though the battle with infidelity is strictly speaking
a local matter, the work is on many accounts a service of national im-
portance, and, as such, is worthy of the cordial support of friends at a
distance. The town is the provincial head-quarters of Secularism, and
for that very reason should receive great attention from the church at
large. Though the agents of the mission are for the most part mem-
bers of the Establishment, their devotion to the work bears a Puritan-
like stamp, and their superintending vicars, such as Mr. Lamb and Mr.
King, are thoroughly evangelical. If subscriptions flowed in more
frecly the hands of all would be strengthened. Besides money, approved
gospel publications would be cheerfully received. The honorary collector
is Mr. Richard Harris, 6, Bridge-street, Northampton.

@errors of the Lord to be Preached,

DO vou believe the Bible? Then depend upon it Aell 7s a subject

that ought not to be lept back. 1t is striking to observe the many
texts about it in Scripture. It is striking to observe that none say so
much abont it as our Lord Jesus Christ, that gracious and merciful
Savionr ; and the apostle John, whose heart seemr foll of love. Truly
it may well be donbted whether we ministers speak of it as much as we
ought. I cannot forget the words of a dying hearer of Mr. Newton :—
“8ir, you often told me of Christ and salvation, why did you not
oftener remind me of hell and danger ?” Let others hold their peace
about hell if they will—I dare not do so. I see it plainly in Scripture,
and I muost speak of it. I fear that thousands are on that broad
way that leads to it, and I would fain arouse them to a sense of
the peril before them. What would you say of the man who saw his
neighbour’s honse in danger of being burned down, and never raised
the cry of “Fire”? What ought to be said of us as ministers, if we
call onrselves watchmen for souls, and yet see the fires of hell raging in
the distance, and never give the alarm ? Call it bad taste if you like,
to speak of hell. Call it charity to make things pleasant, and speak
smoothly, and soothe men with a constant lullaby of peace. From
such notions of taste and charity may I ever be delivered! My notion
of charity is ever to warn men plainly of danger. My notion of taste
in the ministerial office is to declare all the counsel of God. If I never
spoke of hell, I shonld think I had kept back something that was
profitable, and should look on myself as an accomplice of the devil.—
J. C. RyLE.
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“@nly u liftle one.”

Matthew xviii. 5.

I
Darl was the night, and cold the wintry wind,
Wlhen at my door a feeble knock I heard;
To leave the genial warmth I had no mind,
Until a thought of pity in my bosom stirred.

1L
Perchance some trav’ler, wandering from his road,
In unknown barts was lost amid the storm ;
Would ask the pathway to his own abode,
Or beg a shelter till the dawn of morn.

II1.
Bitter the gust which through the portal blew ;
My light was quenched, the evening was so wild :
But, drenched and trembling, from the storm I drew,
All pale with fright, a little stranger child.

IV.
A little child, in thin and tattered garb ;
All tangled by the wind his golden hair:
By no ill feature was his beanty marred,
I thought him one almost divinely fair.

V.
I took away his torn and dripping dress,
And wrapped him in a raiment of my own:
He drank my cup, which first he sweetly blessed,
And shared the food I thought to eat alome.

VI
I know not how it was, but all that night
Sweeter than e’er before was evening rest ;
There seemed to hover round me beings bright,
And a sabbatic calm was in my breast.

VIIL
With morning light I sought my storm-brought child,
And, lo! he was not there :
But in his place, all dignified and mild,
One filled his vacant chair.

VIIIL.
A thorn-crown wore he on his regal brow,
A wound was in the hand he gently raised.
All filled with shame unto the dust I bowed,
While thus my evening ministry he praised:

IX.
“ Heaven’s blessings on thee for thy kindly deed ;
Such acts of mercy I do always see:
Feed thou a hungry little one in need
And thou hast made a royal least for me.” ALFRED Bix.
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“Tempted of o Bebil.”

AN ADDRESS RY C. H. SPURGEON, AT THE PRAYER MEETING AT
THE TABERNACLE, ON A MONDAY EVENING.

The letter which I am about to read comes from & certain county in
Scotland. Each line begins in the original with a capital letter, so that
it wears the appearance of poetry. I believe the idea is current in
remote country places that this is the correct way of writing, and the
writer is too earnest to do anything carelessly or contrary to rule.
Here is the letter : —

“To the Very Rev. C. H. Spurgeon—Believing that you are one of
the faithful servants of God, and also that you have a large congregation,
and that there is many a true believer among them; therefore I pro-
posed to write to you in the hope that you and your congregation will
remember me in your daily prayers, and also that it will be made public
that I am requesting the prayers of the Lord’s people for my soul and
everlasting salvation, knowing that the effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much. Dear sir, I may tell you that I am suffer-
ing much from the adversary. It is true that I cannot compare myself
to that holy man, John Bunyan, but in the book that he wrote under this
title, ‘Grace Abounding,’ he tells us how he was tempted; and I feel
that the old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, who deceived Eve in
the Garden, and who was tempting that saint John Bunyan, with many
of the same temptations, tempteth me on this day, and if you would know
all that I am suffering from his fiery darts, you would have commisera-
tion with me. I believe it will be twenty-five years now, if not more,
since I began to pray to God, and yet my temptations are terrible. Vet
I cannot say that I am in despair, for I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and I will seehim. My trials from the adversary are awful. It may be
when I am on my knees praying to God that he will come to me as
sudden as 2 gunshot, and I believe doing all he can to steal my heart
and affections away from God and heaven, and trying to make me say
some wrong word; and many a time he will make my heart and flesh
tremble while I am at my meat or talking, or in the house of worship,
or travelling. In whatever condition I am, I feel that he is doing all he
can to ruin my poor soul ; therefore, I request the eamest prayer of all
Christians for my poor soul, and I know for one, and for the first one,
that you will not refuse this supplication to me. I believe that we never
saw one another in the flesh, and God only knows if we will see each
other on the face of the earth; but I hope we will see one another in
heaven where the adversaries can never come near us. I hope this will
be told before your congregation on Sabbath first.—I am, dear sir, your
obedient servant, who resides in the county of ‘The Lord
knoweth all them that are his.’

P.S.—1I will be happy to see your kind advice either in a tract or ina
newspaper. 1 am a reader of the Herald.”

1 very much demur to the commencement, ¢ To the Very Reverend
C. H. Spurgeon,” for no reverence is due to me, Romaine used to
say that it was very astonishing to observe how many reverend, right
reverend, and very reverend sinners there were upon the face of the
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carth. Assuredly reverend and sinner make a curiona combination, and
as I know that I am the second, I repudiate the first. To me it is sur-
prising that such a flattering title should have been invented, and more
amazing still that good men should be found who are angry if this title
be not duly given to them. FHowever, the superscription is a small
matter. I would make a few remarks upon the letter iteelf in order
that we may the more intelligently and fervently present our sup-
plications on the writer's behalf.

And first we notice with pleasnre that fhe writer is not allogether in
despair, for he expressly says, * I know that my Redeemer liveth.” If
he would dwell more on his living Redeemer, and look less at the
changeful current of his own thoughts, the snare would be broken, and
he would escape. It is very charming to see how poor souls when
tossed to and fro by the devil will yet hold on to their hope : half afraid
to think that Jesus is theirs, they nevertheless feel that they could not
give up what little hope they have. By a blessed inconsistency they
doubt and yet cling, dread and yet trust, condemn themselves and yet
hope. Such souls are a riddle, puzzling their friends, and most of all
confusing themselves. Could we but persuade them to give their
thoughts to that blessed “I know,” they wonld soon chase away the
enemy, for Satan abhors a believing ‘“I know.” He is more content
with “I hope,” and best pleased with «“I am afraid”; but “I know”
stings him dreadfully, and if he who can truly say it will arm himself
with that mind he will ere long overcome the ememy. Satan dreads
the Redeemer’s name, and he falls like lightning from heaven before
those who know how to plead it with confidence.

Having noticed the pleasing point in the letter, we are now forced to
remark that 4 s a very dreadful thing fo be templed twenly-five years
an this way, and yet this 1s not the only case we have heard of in which
temptation has been both lobg and strong. I have in my library a
book by Timothy Rogers upon “ Trouble of Mind,” in which he tells us
of Mr. Rosewell and Mr. Porter, both ministers, the latter of whom
was 8ix years oppressed by Satan, and yet afterwards rejoiced in the
light of God's countenance. Mr. Robert Bruce, many years ago
minister in Edinburgh, was twenty years under terrors of comscience,
and yet found deliverance. Rogers says—* You have in the ‘ Book of
Martyrs,’ written by Mr. Fox, an instance of Mr. Glover, who was
50 worn and consumed with inward trouble for the space of five years,
that he neither had any comfort in his meat nor any quietness of sleep,
nor any pleasure of life ; he was as perplexed as if he had been in the
deepest pit of hell, yet at last this good servant of God, after such
sharp temptations, and strong buffetings of Satan, was freed from all
his trouble, and was thereby led to great mortification, and was like
one already placed in heaven, leading a life altogether celestial, abhorring
in his mind all profane things.” None of these cases extend to quite
the length of time mentioned in the letter, bub I remember to have
heard of one who lay in the prison-house some twenty-seven years, and
yet came forth to perfect liberty: but even this is less remarkable than
the case mentioned by Turner in his * Remarkable Providences,” of
Mr. Charles Langford, the author of a book called ““ God’s Wonderful
Mercy in the Mount of Woeful Extremity.” He therein says chat for
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near forty years he had been severely buffeted by Satan, who left no
stone unturned to do him all the mischief he could. For forty years
was he led throngh the uncomfortable wilderness of temptation, aud his
clearest day all that time was but dark, Satan filling his soul with
cureed injections, blasphemons thoughts, and dreadful temptations.
The Lord was pleased to make use of his godly wife for his deli-
verance. He overheard her pleading at the throne of grace, as was her
wont, after this fashion—“ My Father ! My I"ather ! What wilt thou
do with my husband? He hath been speaking and acting still in thy
cauce, Oh, destroy him not, for thine own glory. What dishonour will
come to thy great name if thou do it! Oh, rather do with me as thon
wilt. But spare my hosband,” &c. “God, who delights to advance
his own power by using small and unlikely means, came,” said he,
“and owned his own ordinance, and crowned the cries, and faith, and
paticnce of a poor woman with such success that iy praise shall be
continually of him. Mine adversary, the devil, was sent to his own
place by my dear Lord Christ, who brake the door of brass and rescued
me from his fary.” So you see that long temptation by Satan is not
s0 rare a trial as some would suppose.

But these lemplations of the devil, do they come lo really gracious men ?
Certainly. The instances I have given prove it, and besides, our
reason would lead us to expect it. If a foot-pad were on the road, and
knew something about the travellers, he would not stop beggars, for he
would know that they have nothing to lose. Would he try to rob the
rich or the poor ? Those that have money, of course, would be his
game, and just 50 Saten assaults those who have grace, and leaves those
who have none.

When a sporteman is engaged in duck-shooting, be does not hurry
himself to pick up the dead ducks that fall around him, he pays
all his attention to those which are full of life and are only wounded,
and may perhaps get away. He can pick up the deed ones at any time.
Even 50, when Satan sees that a man’s soul is wounded, and yet that it
has a measure of spiritnal life, he bends his strength in that direction in
the hope of gecuring that poor bleeding spirit. It is grace that attracts his
malicious eye and his diabolical arrowe. He would not sift if there were
no wheat, nor break into the house if there were no treasure within.
It is no ill proof, therefore, when you find yourself tempted of Satan,
his assaults are no sign of a want of grace, but rather a token of the
presence of it.

But can a good man be lempled lo use bad language ? Ah, that he can.
The purest mind is sometimes most of all assaulted by insinuations
of the filthiest thoughts and most horrible words. I was brought up
as a child with such care that I knew but very little of foul or profane
language, having ecarcely ever heard a man swear. Yet do I remember
times 1n my earliest Christian days when there came into my mind
thooghts so evil that I clapped my hand to my mouth for fear I should be
led to give utterance to them. This is one way in which Satan tortures
those whom God has delivered out of his hand. Many of the choicest
saiuts have been thus molested. DBeloved, think it not strange con-
cerning this fiery trial when it comes upon you, for no new thing is
happening unto you but such as is common to men.
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What is 1o be done, then, in the case of one who i3 beaten down
and harassed by fierce temptation? If T were the writer of this
letter, I suppose I should do as he does, but if I acted rightly 7 wou/d
goand tell the Lord Jesus (‘hrist all about the devil's sugeestions, and
beg him to interfere and restrain the evil one. It is his office to bruise
the serpent’s head, and he can and will do it. We need not fear that
our poor cries and tears will be in vain: Jesus is very faithfal. and
will come to onrrescue. ‘‘ That great Shepherd of the sheep” will not
allow the wolf to worry his lambs to death.

In addition to spreading his case before the Lord, it may be helpful
to the tempted ome to wrile down his trouble. Very much of pertur-
bation of mind arises out of absolute con'usion of thought, and a
written statement may help to clear away the cobwebs. Luther threw
an inkstand at the devil's head at the Wartburg, and the example may
be wisely followed, for often when you see your misty thought con-
densed in black and white before your own eyes it will not exercise
over you one half the power which it possessed before, and often there
will be an end of it altogether. I have told you before of the poor
woman who complained to her minister that she did not love the
Saviour., So the pastor went to the window, and with his pencil wrote
on a piece of paper, “I do not love the Lord Jesus Christ.” Taking
it to the good woman he said, “ Now, Sarah, will you put your name
to the bottom of that ?” Her horror was most manifest, and she
cried, ¢ Oh, no sir, I could not do it; I wounld die first.”” * But yon
said so.” *Yes, I did, but I will not write it. I love the Lord Jesus
too much to sign any such a document.” Is there not wisdom in my
advice to write down your temptation ?

Still the main remedy is lo keep on going fo the Saviour as each
new blasphemy is injected, and as each fresh sin is suggested, for he
will send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to deliver you. If Satan sees
a soul constantly driven to Christ by his temptations, he is too crafty
to continue them. He will say to himself, *These attacks of mine
accomplish nothing, for every time that I tempt him he rans to his
Saviour, and so becomes stronger and holier. I will let him alone,
and perhaps he will then go to sleep, and so I shall do him greater
mischief by my quietness than by roaring at him.” The devil
is a cowardly spirit, and fears to meet the courageous in heart.
Stretch out your hand and lay hold upou the sword of the Spirit, and
give him a believing thrust, and he will spread his dragon wings in
dastard flight. A man had better go a hundred miles ronndabount,
over hedge and ditch, rather than meet the arch enemy, yet if any of
you must meet him, be not dismayed, but face it out with him. Resist,
and le will flee: May we in all our conflicts with him fight the good
fight so bravely that when a memorial is set up to record the conflict
it may bear those lines of honest John Bunyan :—

“The man so bravely played the man,
e made the fiend to fly ;
Whereof a monument I stand,
The same to testify.”

May the brother whose letter I have read find the Lord to be his
Ttrﬁng helper, and speedily come forth out of darkuness into marvellons
ight !



62

@hen foill the Wail of the Bying Willions be
Hrard

BY MR. B. BROOMHALL, OF THE CHINA INLAND MISSION.

DURING the last few days my thoughts have been dwelling upon
L/ some remarkable words of Mr. Spurgeon’s. When noticing in
his magazine, The Sword and the Trowel, our volume of China's
Mallons for 1877, Mr. Spurgeon suggested that it would be a worthy
work to purchase the volume and give it to others that it might plead
for China. He then went on to say, “ How vast the area, how profound
the meed, how wurgent the claims of that vasi empire! The Christian
Church has not begun to think of it yel in @ thoroughly earnest spirit.
When will the wail of the dying myilions be heard®” 1 do not know how
in 60 few words there conld be a more powerful appeal on behalf of
China. There ia a recognition of China’s vast need and claims, a
solemn statement, and an almost despairing question. We cannot
umprove the order of thought, let us follow it.
Mr. Spurgeon refers to

THE VAST AREA OF CHINA.

How few realize this! In extent, China proper is about eighteen times
larger than Great Britain; while the empire of China is as large as
Lurope, and abount one-third more. Larger than Europe, it is richer
in agricultural products, and richer also in its mineral resources. China,
therefore, as the largest heathen country in the world, and as the most
important heathen country in the world, has powerfal claims to
attention.

Bat Chins, regarded merely in its superficial extent, or in view of
its almost bonndless natural wealth, fades into insignificance before

CHINA IN ITS HUMAN ASPECTS.
“This,” to qunote Dr. Williamson’s impressive words, “is a most
absorbing subject. Just think of it: that vast, wide, and most pro-
mieing territory, full of human beings, immortal spirits, made in the
image of God, possessing no knowledge of their Father in heaven, of
the love which God has for them, or of Jesus Christ whom he hassent ;
darknees in them, above them, round them, and before them; knowing
nothing of a sure foundation; no anchor to their souls; like waifs on
a restless ocean, driven hither and thither by the passions and opinions
of men. One-third of the fallen family of man withont that letter
from heaven which God has placed in our hands to be distributed
among them for their salvation ! One-third! But this does not bring
the matter properly before us. Suppose no China, and suppose that the
Chinamen were distributed over the whole world—Europe, Asia, Africa,
America, Australia, and the isles of the sea—why, every third man you
shonld meet would be a Chinaman, and every third house a Chinese
dwelling! Speak of Jamaica! why, there are more people in Peking
than in the whole island ; or of the Samoan Islands, a most promising
group of the South Seas, with it 85,000 people ! why, that would only

* Thougl this has been already issued in “ China’s Millions,” we must give it here,
uoping that God may bless it.
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be a little bit of a city in China. There are a dozen cities within a few
doys’ journey of Chefoo, in which there are a3 many, and in several in-
stances double that population. Speak of Madagascar, with its
4,000,000 or 5,000,000 —that is only one-seventh of the single province
[Shen-tung] in which it i3 my privilege to dwell.”” With such a
country in view, and with such spiritual destitation, Mr. Spurgeon
may well exclaim, *“ How wvas! the area, how profound the need, how
urgent the claims of that vast empire I
But is he justified in saying that

‘“ THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH HAS NOT BEGUN TO THINK OF CHINA
YET IN A THOROUGHLY EARNEST SPIRIT "?

Has not the London Missionary Society had missionaries in China
for seventy years ? Have not all the principal missionary societies
missionaries in China ? Is the assertion warranted ? The statement
is one solemn to awfulness. It is deliberately made, and in well-chosen
words ; but is it true 7 Can it be, that concerning a country so vast
and so populous “the Christian Church has not even begun to think
of it yet in a thoroughly earnest spirit ”? The enquiry concerns each
one of us. In a spirit of personal responsibility, and with a desire to
know the truth, let us see.

If the Christian Church had begun to think of China in a thoroughly
earnest spirit, how should we know it ? What would be the evidence
and proof ? Would not this earnestness find its manifestation in three
ways ? Tirst, in earnest, unceasing prayer for China. True concern for
the salvation of the millions of China would find its first expression in
importunate believing prayer to God in their behalf. In a realizing
view of China’s need there would be borne in upon the Church, as
never before, the meaning of the Saviour’s words: “ The harvest traly
is great, but the labourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he wonld send forth labourers into his harvest.”

Secondly, shonld we not look for the manifestation of this earnestness
in the number of men sent to China ? In answer to the prayers of a
church in earnest, many young men would be forthcoming and would
be sent out.

Thirdly, should we not look for the evidence of this earnestness in
the amount of the freewill offerings given to carry on the work of
spreading the gospel in China ?

Here, then, are three tests by which the accuracy of Mr. Spurgeon’s
statement may be tried—

The prayer offered

The number of men sent for China’s evangelization.

The amount of money given

FIRST TEST.

Let us apply these tests. First, as to prayer. This, the truest test,
is the most difficult to apply. Only He who is the hearer and answerer
of prayer knows how much prayer is offered day by day for the poor
dying millions of China. He who alone is able to say, “I know thy
works,” knows how much we care for these neglected ones, these
perishing multitudes to whom He commands us to make known His
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love. Our missionary prayer-mcelings, however, afford some cvidence,
Are they numerous and well aitended ? Do they show that the Church
hes begun to think of China in a thoroughly earnest spirit? We lenve
the question to be answered by personal experience,

SECOND TEST.

Next, the number of missionaries sent to China. 'This is easily ascer-
tained ; but to judge whether they are as many as the Christian Church,
if in earnest, would send, the number of labourers going ont must be
compared with the work to be done, and with the number of labourers
at home. How does the matter stand ?

There is in China about one missionary to spread abroad the know-
ledge of the Name which is above every name, among a million of
people! Teking China as a whole, the missionaries there say, “ We
stand as two missionaries for Scotland”; and ashalf the missionaries in
China are from America and Germany, it appears that the churches of
Englsnd, Ireland, and Scotland, all united, have only in China one
missionary to two millions of Chinese. Is this evidence of & church in
earnest about China ?

Will our friends bear with us if we go a step farther, and refer in
detail to what the churches are doing? We do so, let it be distinctly
understood, not by way of reflection upon any section of the Christian
Church, but to bring out more clearly the extent of present endeavour
for China. The fact that the London Missionary Society has had mis-
sionaries in China about seventy years, and that all the principal mis-
sionary societies have missionaries there, may cause many to suppose
that more is being done for China than really is, and Mr. Spurgeon’s
statement that ¢ the Christian Church has not begun to think of it yet
in a thoroughly earnest spirit”” may appear to some a disparagement of
present effort. Let all who care for Christ’s cause in China consider
the following particulars :—

TEE CEURCH OF EXGLAND.—From a statement before us it appears that
theclergy of the Church of England number 23,300. What proportion
of these are in China? We turn to missionary reports, and these
show that the Church of England is represented in China by 23
missionaries, of whom 21 are connected with the Church Missionary
Society, and 2 belong to the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel. One missionary to about 15,500,000 souls.

The CONGREGATIONALISTS, whose ministers number 2,500, are repre-
sented by 23 missionaries of the London Missionary Society,
being one misesionary to about 15,500,000.

The PRESBYTERIANS have 28 missionaries, or one to 122 millions.

The WESLEYANS, whose ministers number 1,910, and with about 14,000
local preachers, are represented by 20 missionaries in China—one
missionary to about 18 millions.

Other branches of Methodism,—the NEw CoNNEXION and the UNITED
MeTEODIST FREE CHURCH, are represented by 7 missionaries in
China—about 1 to 51 millions.

The BapTisTs, whose minicters number 2,000, are represented by two
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missionaries in China, in connection with the Daptist Missionary
Society—1 missionary to abont 180 millions,

1f the missionaries in connection with the Crriva INnAND MIssIoN
who are members of the above-named churches, were added to each, it
would somewhat modify the above numbers; but even then, would it not
be manifest that, tried by the test of the number of missionaries sent
out, we cannot eay that the Christian Church is in earnest ahout the
cvangelization of China ?

We rejoice to hear that the Baptist Missionary Society purposes to
gend out five more missionaries to China. Sarely it is time. We
should rejoice to know that all the sections of the Church were enabled
to double or treble the number of their missionaries.

THIRD TEST.

‘We now pass to the third test named, viz., The money expended for
the evangelization of China :—

We receive from China through our Indian Government from seven
to nine millions sterling yearly, in the shape of duty on the opium,
which, to China's great injury and to our own national dishonour, we have
thrust upon that country. This is what we have done and are doing for
China’s 1njury: what are we doing for China’s good ? It appears upon
examination that the total missionary expenditure of England in one
year for China’s enlightenment does not exceed £70,000. Not as much
as one-seventeenth part of a penny in the pound income-tax wounld
produce ! Not as much in five years to spread the gospel in China as
is expended in intoxicating drinks in this country in one day! Not
even as much to make the gospel known among a third part of
the population of our earth as is sometimes expended in this country in
the erection of a single church or chapel.

Our remarks, however, must be limited to those who truly constitate
the Christian Church, and here again the measure of earnestness will be
all the more clearly shown if we refer to its several sections. The
amouunts expended by the various missionary societies, as stated in the
lagt reports, are as follows :—

Church Missionary Society —«ouoieceiiienniiinnnin £17,175
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel......... 901

£18,076

London Missionary Society....-c.ecoveeviiininannne 10,529
English Presbyterian Mission .......cc....ooveeie. 10,440
United Presbyterian Church ........................ 2,377
Irish Presbyterian Mission ........................ 832
Church of Scotland Presbyterian Mission......... 789

——  £14,438
Wesleyan Missionary Society «......ccoovevieeniinns 6,238
New Connexion Methodist Mission ............... 5,969
United Methodist F'ree Churches .................. 1,260

—  £13457

Baptist Mission ............oouvveniiiieiiiraieieeeeaenn 491

UNDENOMINATIONAL MISSIONS.
British and Foreign Bible Socieby* ........c.ooovveiiimeiiiiiins £1,538
National Bible Society of Scotland ..........ccoccooviiiiiiiiiiins 967

* IncludingiJaparc.
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Religious Tract Society® ..............cccoeeeiivieenerni i 604
China Inland Misgion .....o.oovveeriivniinee 8,644
Society for Promotion of Female Education..................... 500

*® Including Japan- Total............ £69,304

Do these amounts show the measure of China’s need ? or do they
indicate the limit of the Church’s capacity to give ?

Let us look at them a little more closely, and once again let it be
distinctly understood that we disclaim most sincerely any disposition
to uncharitable criticism. We would, if we knew how, bring every
Christian in England face to face with China’s deep spiritual need, and
with unequivocal plainness, but in a epirit of charity and love, show
them what is being done for China by the Church at large.

Weknow well the self-denying spirit of many, both rich and poor,
who esteem it a privilege to give as they are able. The entire income
of the China Inland Mission being made up of voluntary offerings, we
have from time to time most touching proof of the self-sacrificing
efforts of many whose sympathy hes been called forth by the knowledge
of China’s need.

Last month a contributor wrote, saying that he felt constrained again
to send help for sending out more missionaries, and added, “ You know
how glad I am to be the privileged chaunnel.” He enclosed a cheque
for £200. This with what he had sent the month before made £594.
Only this morning & letter came saying, ‘“ A friend of very limited
means remits yon £1, the tenth part of her half-yearly income.” No
name is given, but the amount 1s sent through another friend; and
sums much smaller, down to a few postage stamps, are continually
being received with words of such real and deep sympathy tbat it is
evident the givers would most gladly send more if they could.

There is Dot a miscionary society whose donation lists do not repre-
sent similar devotedness. With this in mind, a few words on the total
amounts contribunied through the missionary societies for China may
not be in vain.

It eppears from the figures we have quoted that the amount expended
yearly by—

The CrUrcH Misstonary Socteries,  China, is about £18,000,
If this sum were divided among the professed members of the Charch
of England, we do not know what it would amount to for each, but if
divided among the benefices, of which it appears there are 13,857, it
would be much less than 30s. from each congregation. Will not many
friends of missions who are members of the Church of Eugland be
startled with these figures ?

The LoxpoN MissioNARY SOCIETY expends, it appears, £10,5629
yearly in China. This Society had the honour of being first in the
field: it sent ont those noble men, Morrison, Milne, and Medhurst ;
and its missionaries ever since have held a distinguished place in China.
Do the friends of this Society realize the fact that the total amount
of their expenditure for the spread of the Gospel among a third part
of the world’s population is less than one-third the money expended at
home in the erection of a single chapel ?
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The WrSLEYAN MISSIONARY SBOCIETY reports £6,238 expended in
China.

Mr. Smithies has suggested that a box should be put on the tea-
table, and a penny put in for missions in China whenever we have tea.
Will Mr. Smithies believe that if every Wesleyan Church member put
one half-penny into the box once a month, it would come to more
money than our Wesleyan friends are now giving for the conversion of
China ?

Tur BapTist M1sS1oNARY SOCIETY reports an expenditure in China
of £491. Taking the number of members, as reported in the “ Baptist
Hand-Book,” we find that one half-penny a year from each member put
into the missionary box for China would raise a larger sum than they
now give for missionary work in China !

These calculations are startling, and almost incredible. We koow
that we may be reminded that we are speaking of only one part of the
great mission field. We know that; but we are speaking of the
largest heathen country in the world, of the most important heathen
country in the world ; containing about a third of the population
of the world; and this is what the principal sections of the Christ-
ian Church in this land are doing to bless and save these count-
less multitudes, who, without the knowledge of salvationm, are passing
into eternity at the rate of a million a month, or 33,000 every day!
“ What an agonizing thought ! Souls of men endowed with the most
glorious faculties, perishing for lack of that knowledge which has been
entrusted to us for diffusion! Souls which might be emancipated from
gin, transferred into the kingdom of God, and thus established in a
career of ever-widening intelligence, and ever-deepening joy,  to shine
as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever.””

In view of what the Church is doing, whether regard be had to the
prayer offered, the men sent, or the money given for China, the state-
ment that “ The Christian Church has not begun to think of it yet in
a thoroughly earnest spirit” is awfully true, and Mr. Spargeon may
well ask almost in despair,  When will the wail of the dying millions be
heard?” We reiterate the question; and the thoughts now expressed
will not be in vain, if they lead each one to ask, “ What am I doing ?
Am I doing all, absolutely all I can ?”

But we must not close without a word of encouragement. We have
gladly noticed the resolve of the Baptist Missionary Society to send out
more men. Other societies are also desiring to increase the number of
their workers. Our Presbyterian friends have honourably distinguished
themselves, and in the devotion of a Burns, a Sandiman, a Carstairs
Douglas, all sections of the Church have rejoiced. The Church Mission,
the London Migsion, and all the other missions in China have had cause
for encouragement to go forward. The labourers of the China Inland
Mission, representing no one section of the Church, but connected with
all, have been greatly blessed, and during the year twenty-three new
missionaries have been added to the band of workers, and others, besides
the four now with us, are about to follow.

We note these and other indications of increasing interest in China
with deep thankfulness ; but the Church generally has not yet risen to
the faintest conception of its duty and privilege in relation to the people
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of that land. Notwithstanding all that has been done, making the
fullest and most generous allowance possible, we reaffirm Mr. Spurgeon’s
rtatement. that the Christian Church has not yet begun to think of
China in a thoroughly earnest spirit. The wail of the dying millions
hae not been heard.

The native Christians send over the message, “ Come over and help
us.” A hundred and twenty missionaries assembled in conference, and
representing the whole body of Protestant missionaries in China, call
carnestly upon the whole Church of God for more labourers. They
appeal to young men to go, reminding them that the fields are white
unta the harvest, and that everything is inviting them to noble service.
They appeal to fathers and mothers not to hinder, but to encourage
their sons and daughters to enter upon mission work, and to rejoice if
God inclines them to do so. They appeal to pastors of churches and
heads of colleges. They say, “ We do not know what to do for lack of
men. The country opens: the work grows. Think of one man to
hold his own against the surging tide of heathenism! We areready to
be overwhelmed by the vastness of the work. Many among us are
tempted to undertake too many dutics; hence the broken health and
early death of not a few of our best men. We beseech you, therefore,
to place this matter before the minds of the young.” They wish
students to be reminded that they are under the most solemn obliga-
tions to give to the claimsof China their earnest, unbiassed, and prayer-
ful consideration. They ask, and we repeat,

THEIR EARNEST AND SOLEMN QUESTIONS,

< When will young men press into the mission-field as they struggle for
positions of worldly honour and affluence ? When will parents conse-
crate their sons and danghters to missionary work as they search for
rare openings of worldly influence and honour ? 'When will Christians
give for missions as they give for luxuries amd amusements ? When
will they learn to deny themselves such earthly objects as are dear
to their hearts? Or rather, when will they count it no self-denial, but
the highest joy and privilege, to give with the ntmost liberality for the
spread of the gospel among the heathen ?”

Will not all this be done when the wail which Mr. Kiiner, Secretary
of the Wesleyan Miesionary Suciety, called * the unheard wail, the un-
heeded wail, the uncared-for wail of millions of our fellow-creatures who
have been unreached by the gospel” is heard by the Christian Church at
home ? Then what prayer will ascend to the throne of God on behalf
of those neglected multicudes! Then how eagerly will the Church’s
choicest yonng men press into the mission-field, and how gladly will
those who cannot go sustain and care for those who do go! The gifts
for Christ’s cause in China will not then be small in comparison with
the provision made for personal expenditure, for home adornments, for
costly places of worship at home, and for the selfish accumulation of
property. But that time has not yet come; and while in heathen dark-
ness, unenlightened, unsaved, abont twelve millions pass into eternity
every year, we need to ask ourselves and each other, “ How long shall
thie fearful ruin of souls continue ?” and to repeat Mr. Spurgeon’s
solemn and impressive question, “WHEN WILL THE WAIL OF
THE DYING MILLIONS BE HEARD?”
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God's cure for Bis people.

ANY of the inhabitants of Manchester and the snrrounding towns
will remember a singular old minister, with a red, round, pleasant-
looking countenance, and & bald head, who usnally preached in a velvet
gkull-cap. He was a man of strongly Calvinistic views, but almest un-
equalled in his description of Christian experience. This man once
preached in Rochdale from the text, ¢ Lord, help me!” Having read
his text, he took off his spectacles, and, in his usual deliberate way,
looked round on the congregation, saying :— -

“ I'riends, by way of introduction, I will tell you how I got this
text; and if you will allow me to speak in the first person, I can tell
you easier by saying “1” than “he.”

“ Well, then, before I was fully devoted to the ministry I was in
business, and, as most Dbusiness men do, I worked a little on credit.
When I gave up business and settled as a preacher and pastor of a
congregation, I was owing several sums of money; but much more
was owing to me, so that I had no fear of being able to pay my creditors.
One of these creditors, to whom I owed twenty pounds, called upon me
for the payment. I said to him, ¢ I will see what I can do for youn next
Monday.’ He called on the Monday, but I had not got the money.
He was rather cross with me, saying I had no business to promise
except I intended to perform. This observation roused my pride, and
I told him that I would pay him on the coming Monday. He went
away in a rage, saying he hoped I would.

“T set out the following day to see some of my debtors, not fearing
but I could raise the twenty pounds; but I did not get one farthing.
I tried others, but with the same success, I then put duwn on a sheet
of paper the names of several of my friends, certain that I could
borrow twenty pounds from any one of them. But, to my utter amaze-
ment, I was mistaken. All of them could sympathise with me a deal
better than Jend me anything; and I began to find out that if a man
wants to know how many friends he has he had better try to borrow
some money.

““The next day I made out another list of names of those not so
well able to help me as the former, for, I thought, if I can get five
pounds here, and five pounds there, I shall be able to raiseit all. T
travelled many miles on my errand, spending a whole day, but returned
in the evening without one penny. I began to ask myself, ‘How is
this, that I, a respectable man, and, as some people say, a popular
Preacher, cannot in the whole of my acquaintance borrow twenty
pounds? I thought I had as mauy friends as most men, but now I
cannot find one that will trust me twenty pounds.’ My pride got a
terrible shake, and I felt myself very little indeed.

“Friday came, and my spirits were sinking. I could not tell which
way to turn. I had promised to pay, and was very anxious to fulfil my
promise for good reasons. My honour and veracity as a minister of the
gospel were at stake. I feared that, if I did not pay the man, he would
send me the bailiffs; and for a parson to have the bailiffs would be a
terrible disgrace. I read the seventy-third Psalm that morning at family
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worehip, for I thought it was nearest my case. The mournful portions of
God's word best agree with the feelings of God’s mourning people. I
Legan to look ont texts for the Sunday, but I could find none, for I
could think of nothing but twenty pounds. I tried to read, but it was
no use: the twenty pounds covered all the letters. Twenty pounds
scemed written on everything—on the ceiling, on the walls, in the fire,
on my dinoer-plates, on the faces of my wife and children, and the
whole of that day was a day of morbid depression of spirits, I was
reallv miserable.

‘ Saturday morning came, and I rose from a sleepless bed. T ate
very little breakfast ; and when at prayer I was 8o overcome with my
feclings that my wife asked me if I was poorly or in trouble. *Yes,’I
replied, ‘T am in trouble enough’; and I then told her all about the cause
of my sorrow. She was silent for a few minutes, and then said, * You
Lave often talked and preached about the power of faith; I think you
will now need some yourself.” Having said this, she rose from her
chair, and went rattling amongst her pots and kettles. She was evidently
mortified becanse I had been refused the money by those she had con-
sidered our friends.

“ My wife is 8 good Christian woman, but she thinks works are the
best evidence of faith, both in preacher and people.

‘‘Saturday was spent mach as Friday had been. I was in a state of
torpor until evening. I then, with a heavy heart, went upstairs into a
lictle room I called my study; for I had three times to preach on the
Sunday and no text, twenty pounds to pay on the Monday and no
morey. What was I to do ? For a long time I sut with my face buried
in my hands, and then I fell on my knees, and I believe I said, ¢ Lord,
help me!” a hundred times, for I could say nothing but ¢ Lord, help
me! Lord, helpme!” While praying, I felt an impression that these
words might serve me for one text, and as Sunday camne before Monday,
I began to prepare, as well as I could, for the Sunday work; but no
other text could I think of but ‘ Lord, help me!’ .

“While preaching on the Sonday morning, I had so many thoughts
and illustrations arising out of the subject, that I felt great liberty in
preaching. One of my illustrations was about a man I well knew, who
was & deacon of a church, and bad been an executor for two orphan
children. He was tempted to make use of the money, and much of it
was lost. This 8o preyed upon his mind that he began to drivk. He
lost his character, lost his peace of mind, and died with the reputation
of a rogue. ‘Now,’ I said, ‘ had this man, the executor, when he first
thought of taking the children’s money, resisted the temptation, by
calling on God to help him—help him to be honest, help him to do
nothing but what a professing Christian ought to do—instead of losing
the money, his good name, his peace of mind, and, perlaps, his life,
God would have heard his prayer, and saved him.’

“Noon came; bot my sermon was not half done. I preached from
tlie text again in the afternoon, and again in the evening; and I felt
that 1 conld have preached from it a week. So, you see, the Lord
helped me throngh iy work on the Sunday; and I believed he would,
some way, help me through the Monday.

“ Afier finishing the night’s service, when I got to the bottom of the
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pulpit stairs, & young man stood there, with his hat in his hand, wishing
to see me in private. I took him into the vestry, and requested his
crrand, cxpecting it would be something about his soul. For several
minutes we were both silent, but at length he said—

“¢You knew my mother, Mr. Gadsby.’

“ 1 looked him in the face, saying, ‘Surely I did; but I did not know
you at first sight.’

“«Well, gir, when she died, she left me some money—in fact, all she
had, except two small sums she wished me to give: one sum of five
pounds to a poor old woman of her acquaintance; and, speaking of you,
she said, “ Our minister needs help, and I wish you to give him twenty
pounds.” I paid the five pounds to the old woman ; but, thinking no
one kuew, I resolved never to give you the twenty; but, while you were
talking about the roguish executor this morning, I felt thunderstrack,
and I have now brought you the twenty pounds. Here it is. Do take
it, and do forgive me.’

“ It was now my turn to be thunderstruck. I was amazed; and
while the young man was putting the twenty sovereigns into my hand,
1 trembled all over. God had heard my prayer. He had helped me
through the Sunday, and sent me the twenty pounds for the Monday.
It was mine, and I took it. I shook the young man by the hand, and,
without putting the money into my pocket, I went quickly home, spread
it out on the table before my wife, saying, ‘ Here it ja! Hereitis! I
now see how it was that I could not borrow the money. God knew
where it was, and he has sent me the twenty pounds, and delivered me
out of my trouble. He has heard my prayer, and helped me, and I
will trust him, and praise him as long as I live” Oh, my dear {riends,
when that little prayer, ¢ Lord, help me !’ comes from the heart of one
¢f God’s children in distress, neither men, devils, nor angels can tell its
power. It has brought me thousands of blessings, besides the twenty
pounds.,”—From The Sower for 1878.

The thoo Habures,

A WELL-KNOWN missionary tells us of a poor African woman
who once said to him, groaning heavily, that she had two hearts,
a new and an old, and they were so constantly contending, the one say-
ing, «“ Come to Jesus,” the other saying, * Stay away,” the one bidding
her do good, and the other bidding her do evil, that she knew not what
to do. He read to her the seventh chapter of the Romans, and showed
that the apostle felt the same things. When he came to the verse,
“Q wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of
this death ?” she said, ** Ah, massa, that me, and me know not what to
do.”  And when he afterwards added the words, “I thank God through
Jesus Christ,” and explained them, she burst into tears of grateful
joy. What comforted her may well comfort all similarly tempted and
sorrowing ones.—ROBERT MACDONALD, in From Day lo Day.
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Beport of o Wetropolitor Tabermucle Floloer
Mission for 1878,

I OW beeutiful and how instructive are the words of Jesus ! They are

indeed * apples of gold in baskets of silver,” because they are
“fitly spoken ” and are suitable for all times, all circumstances, and all
gorts of need. Like precious diamonds they flash forth their radiance
whichever way we turn them, and reflect a cheerful ray on every varied
walk of life. Let us go then to God's rare casket of jewels, and see if
we may not take one of these bright diamond-words, and delight
ourselves in its lustre: for, dropping all figure, we need to be taught
to be more earnestly and devotedly working and walking as children of
the light.

“ Work awhile 4t is called to-day, for the night cometh when no man
can work.”  These words, first spoken by our Saviour to the Jews of
old, seem to us to be peculiarly fitted for our motto in the work of the
Flower Mission. They are appropriate, in the first place, as we remem-
ber that it is only in the bright glad time of summer that we can well
work, for as the dreary night of winter slowly and silently closes in, the
flowers gradually disappear and, putting off their gay-coloured garments,
go to their warm beds of earth where, by-and-by, their cloud-attendant
will spread over them a soft white coverlet of snmow, tucking them
snugly in until the dawn of spring shall once more call them to their
work of life. True, there are some lingerers who seem loth to bid us
their long good night, and have not yet retired to rest, and when we
think of these, and of the early-rising snowdrops and violets, we are
glad to remember that for a short time only are we left without the
flowers. But still the work is limited, and we may truly learn the
lesson, that we must work in sumwer’s day, when our materials are
abundant, for the night of winter will goon close in upon us when the
flowerets are but few.

As the apostles on retorning from their mission told the Master all
things that they had done, so we also feel that we ought to render an
account of our stewardship, not only to the Lord himself, but also to
those of his disciples who, by sending texts and flowers, have been his
agents for supplying us with the implements for work.

Twenty-one thousand six bundred and forty-eight bunches of flowers
have been given away this year, thus showing an increase of three thou-
sand on the number mentioned in our last report. QOur warm thanks
are due to Mr. Paget, florist, High-street, Clapham, who has very kindly
given us several plants which have been placed in the wards of the
Lembeth Infirmary.

The places selected for distribution have heen the Lambeth Work-
house and Infirmary, the Small Pox Hospital, the Pastor's Almshouses,
and the private dwellings of the poor. Flowers have also been giveh
to those who come to the workhonse for parish relief, and several of the
women there met with have been persuaded to become members of
mothers’ meetings. Here again our little diamond text flashes forth ano-
ther and yet brighter ray, for have we not in yet another sense to work
while it ie called to-day, knowing that the night cometh when no man can
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work ? In theinfirmary especially do we find this true. How often do the
little iron bedsteads change their occupants, and how frequently are we
disappointed to find that one for whom perhaps we had cherished hope
and offcred prayer has left ¢uite suddenly, and gone we know not whither.
Often, alas, death itself has come sooner than we had thonght, and the
gad fear will cross onr minds that the weary suffering one had no!
found rest, and the question will make itself heard, Did we worl
while it was called to-day 7 Did we really try to win that soul ? Did
we plead with all our hearts? Truly, we must have much grace in
order to be workers who need not to be ashamed !

1t is 8o sad sometimes to see the indifference with which the gospel
message is received. One young man who at first seemed interested,
and to whom books and sermons had been sent, at last said, after having
been often urged to accept Christ, * You needn’t talk to me, I'd rather
take my chance.” Another, who received a Testament, promising to
read it, said the next week that he hadn’t looked at it, having had
such ‘“ excoriating pain in his face that he hadn’t had the ambition to
read it.” But with all the discouragements, and they are many, our
hearts have often been gladdened with the story of forgiveness realized,
and a Saviour found. To one poor woman, the Christmas gift of
Newman Hall's ¢ Come to Jesus ” was made a blessing ; while another
man says he knows Mr. Spurgeon’s ‘ Seven Wonders of Grace” almost
by heart, and lends it to all his friends, in the hope that they, tov, may
profit by it as he has done. By a little girl, suffering much from in-
flammation of the lungs, the flowers were very eagerly received,
together with the text, “ We love him because he first loved us.” She
said she had only learned to love Jesus since her illness, adding with a
smile, ¢ He is so precious to me now.” The case of a Frenchman who
remained in the Infirmary for seven months was also full of interest.
He gladly accepted some of Mr. Spurgeon’s Sermons in the French
language, and was so delighted with them that he read them over and
over again each week, telling us that they were truly “ magnifique.”
He has now returned to Paris, hoping to earn a livelihood by hair-
dressing, and he has promised to write. We are rejoicing in the hope
that our labour will indeed prove, in this instance, not to have been in
vain in the Lord.

As on going out into the sunshine, after having been in a darkened
room, we are for a time blinded by the excess of light, so doesit seem
to be with some sin-darkened souls when the light of the Sun of
Righteousness shines in upon them. They are sensible of the change,
but cannot at first realize what it is, nor how it affects them. There
was one man who had been for several weeks enquiring after the truth,
and who, though an earnest and anxious listener, seemed unable to
grasp it for himself. At last, however, the visitor was gladdened with
the good news that he had found peace, and that her words had been
the means of leading him to Christ. His joy was very great, and he
spoke with much longing of the time when he should be well enough
;_o go home and tell his {riends what great things the Lord had done
or him.

Sometimes we meet with those who are already bright and happy
Christians, and they always seem so pleased to find those with whom
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they can spenk nwhile of the things which they have « made touching
the King.” We call to mind one old man who said, * There’s a picture
in the booksellers’shops I always likes to stop and look at; it's a young
woman a-clinging to a cross, and underneath there’s the words, ¢ Simply
to thy cross I cling.” That’s it, miss, that's just it! Simply clinging. We
can't do more than that, but we don’t need to, for Jesus did all the
rest !”  And though the old man’s face was but a homely one, and his
eyes were weak and sore, there was something shining in that counte-
nance which made it good to look upon. Yes, beautiful indeed is the
beauty of holiness reflected from the face of the Altogether Lovely One
upon everyone who has ventured to gaze at him with the upturned
cye of faith. Thus we go from bed to bed, sometimes cheered, often
discouraged, and frequently saddened at the stories of want and suffer-
ing which we hear from one and another.

A very distressing case met with a short time since, shows how hard
a thing it is for the poor wife to keep together the little home when the
bread-winner is laid aside for a time by sickness. It was that of a-poor
man who had been in the infirmary for two years, and whose wife had,
during that time, supported herself and children by making button-
holes at one penny a dozen. At the time that we first saw her she had
had an attack of erysipelas in the eyes, which of course left the sight
very weak. The man was extremely delicate, and, though pronounced
convalescent, was quite unfit for any hard work. The question was,
How can we help them, and for many reasons it seemed at first some-
what difficult to enswer. At last a fish-barrow was suggested, and
through the kindness of several friends the sum necessary for its pur-
chase has now been raised ; and it is hoped that before long this poor
but honest family will be earning something more than the scanty pit-
tance which has, until now, maintained them.

It has been often found that the flowers, with their simple text
attached, will gain an entrance where we ourselves would never be
admitted, and the following circumstance will, we think, clearly illus-
trate this fact. One day the cews was brought of a home not far off in
which a lady was lying very ill, dying slowly of cancer. She was, it was
said, one of those who live for this world only, and now that she was so
soon to leave it, had no friend near who dared to speak to her of death.
Accordingly one of the prettiest bunches of flowers was selected, with
the words attached, “ Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast
out.” A friend returning home that way took the little bouquet and
left it at the door, asking that it might be given to the invalid upstairs.
Some time afterwards she went again, when she was told that the weary
sufferer had passed away. DBut there were good tidings, too. The
message of the flowers had been accepted, and going to Jesus even at
that eleventh hour, the dying one had proved it sweetly true that He
would in no wise cast ber out. She gave her soul into his keeping, and
her end was peace. Thus have the little flowers proved keys to many a
door of usefulness, and unlocked many a fast-closed portal which, but
for them, might even now be shut.

Finding that tracts and books are almost always eagerly received, we
have frequently taken them with the flowers, and one of our ladies also
visits the Infirmary every Sunday afternoon, for the purpose of leaving
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Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons in the form of loan tracts, while another reads
ploud to the old people in one of the smaller wards of the workhouse.
That the visits are appreciated and looked forward to, the following
extract of a letter addressed to the Secretary by the matron, Mrs.
Davey, will testify :—*'The Flower Mission has worked admirably.
When‘Wednesday’ comes, the people are full of excited pleasure,
looking forward to the time when they shall receive their boucuets and
hear the hymns sung. It has never in the slightest degree interfered
with the discipline of the house, but it has been a source of the greatest
pleasure to the inmates.”

Besides the flowers and sermons, however, we have on two or three
occasions been allowed by the guardians to give the old people an
evening of Sacred Song, with which, judging by their happy faces and
warm expressions of gratitude, they have been very much delighted.
The Rev. V. J. Charlesworth, of the Stockwell Orphanage, has kindly
arranged everything for us, and besides enlisting the services of others,
has also himself given a short address. We remember one evening in
particular, when he carried the thoughts of the old people back to the
early home of childhood, and after stirring memories of bygone years
which had long lain dormant, went on to tell them of the Home beyond
the sky, where trouble never enters and changes never come. There
were not a few tearful eyes in the workhouse hall that night, and we
trust that the good seed then sown will even yel spring up, yielding an
abundant harvest to the glory of our blessed God.

But notwithstanding all the opportunities for usefulness, and all the
pleasure which we know our visits give, we often get much discouraged
and cast down when we think of the little good done and the few souls
led to Jesus. Often and often have we come away sick at heart to
think, not only of the indifference of some to whom we go to speak,
but also of our own coldness and want of zeal. Oh, how c¢an we expect
others to heed ns if we ourselves are only half in earnest? Could we
but carry the Master’s diamond constantly with us, we should see it
ever becoming more and more like a ruby with the red warning glow,—
“The night cometh.” Could we but continually remember that the
shades of evening are fast gathering round, and that the dread dark
night of Eternity is silently, but surely, closing in for all who know
not Christ, surely we should not so often have to mourn over our in-
difference and wecp over work half done.

Let us, then, ask the earnest prayers of the friends of the * Bible
Flower Mission,” that we may have grace given us, so that knowing that
“now is the accepted time, and now is the day of salvation,” we may
indeed *“ Work while it is called to-day,” remembering that ** the night
cometh when no man can work.”

All communications, flowers, and Bible texts should be addressed to
the Secretary, Bible Flower Mission, Metropolitan Tabernacle, New-
ington, London, S.E. Fresh senders of flowers will be welcomed.
Friends will be so good as to see that all boxes and parcels are *‘car-
riage paid.”—[ Wrilten by one of the workers.]
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“ @hristian Eugland ” i 1878,

BY PASTOR E. C. PIKE, B.A.,, OF BIRMINGHAM.

IN these days stirring events succeed one another so rapidly that we

have barely time to look at them before they are lost in the mists
of the half-forgotten past. The past year has been full of exciting inci-
dents for dwellers in the British Isles and elsewhere. One day we are
startled by the demand of the Government for six millions sterling, not
necessarily to be spent, but as an expression of confidence! Then we
hear that the troops of Russia are advancing on Constantincple, and
forthwith the British fleet steams through the Dardanelles, despite the
protest of the power supposed to keep the key. Anon British reserves
are called from their peaceful avocations to play at soldiers, whilst
their wives and families in not a few instances endure grievous pri-
vations; and Indian troops are brought to Malta to show Europe the
use to which Christian England can put her heathen subjects. Mean-
while, statesmen of high character have resigned their positions in an
administration whose policy they can no longer conscientiously endorse
—one day it is the Earl of Carnarvon who secedes, another day it is
the Earl of Derby.” Hope and fear in respect to peace and war alter-
nate. There are weary weeks and months of uncertainty. For awhile
it seems probable that an Enropean conference will assemble, but the
prospect changes from hour to hour. Presently all hope is at an end,
and the horrors of war seem imminent. Yet hope dawns again, this
time to be realized, and for a month, in the middle of the year, states-
men representing the various powers interested in the Eastern Question
meet together in Berlin. The treaty of Berlin, preceded by the pre-
liminary treaty of San Stefano between Russia and the Porle, is accom-
panied by a startling compact called the Anglo-Turkish Convention,
by which England takes the island of Cyprue, and certain indefinable
respousibility in respect to Asiatic Turkey. We are told by a jubilant
premier that we have “peace with honour.” We are thankful for
peace. Opinions as to whaet constitutes honour differ very much
amongst wen! The war spirit in the country has this year been noisy
and violent, and a detestable rowdyism has tried hard to silence the
voices of reason and Christianity which have kept on protesting
against a policy leading to national crime and disgrace. We have
been mercifully preserved from war with Russia, but England’s hands
are not unstained with blood. There have been fightings with Jowakis
on the Indian frontier, and more or less throughout the year with
Caffres and Zulos at the Cape ; and following these comes the wicked
Afghan war.

1t has been a year of huge disasters on sea and land., Four are
chronicled, in each of which the lives eacrificed are told by hundreds.
On a Sunday afterncon in March H.M.S. EurYDICE, in sight of home
after a long voyage, is canght by a sudden squall, and goes down
with 350 men and boys, of whum only two are saved. On the last
day of May a squadron of three German ironclads is passing down
the English Channe], when one of them is accidentally struck by
another and sinks in a few minutes—286 of her crew are drowned. In
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the month of September the Thames is the scene of an accident of
indescribable horror: a large pleasure-boat is strnck by a screw-
steamer, and more than 600 human beings find a watery grave: and as
if this were not enough for & month, an explosion in the Abercarn Col-
liery destroys pearly 300 more. In addition to the sufferings caused
by long continued depression in trade, the closing months of the year
have brought poverty and misery to many a homestead throuzh the
stoppage of important banks, and the failure of large houses of busi-
ness. Whilst, however, we are appalled by calamities at home, we
cannot forget that there are other and worse sufferings abroad, towering
over which in its unutterably dreadful dimensions we note the famine in
China. Thus death has made wholesale slanghter by water and by fire,
by war, by pestilence, and by famine. There have also been smitten
down the bearers of well-known and illustrious names. When the
year was young Rome saw two notable burials, that of the redoubtable
Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy, and that of the aged Pope Pius IX.
Other palaces have also been entered by the spoiler, who has taken from
Madrid the youthful bride of the King of Spain, and from Hesse Darm-
stadt the Grand Duchess, best known here as the Princess Alice of
England. In the varions departments of human interest and labour
conspicuous chairs have been made vacant—we name but two of the
eminent departed. No Englishman can fail to miss the sturdy and
venerable Earl Russell, and all Christians will revere the memory of
that noble missionary, Dr. Alexander Daff.

It is natural to be solemnly impressed by the flight of time, yet as
we call to remembrance the incidents of such a year as 1878 quite
another sensation also is produced in our minds, viz.,, one of surprise
that certain things should appear upon the record. So much has
happened since, that we had deemed them much further off than they
really are.

‘ Christian England.” It may be asked what claim our country has
to the title * Christian.” Many will point to a national church in
proof of the propriety of the claim, and affirm that were the existing
connection between Church and State to be severed the nation would
thereby be unchristianized. Manyassume, moreover, that if the ceremony
called christening be duly performed, the population will thereby be
rendered a Christian population. But Christianity involves a thorough
inward and spiritual change of heart, which, of course, no ecclesiastical
machinery or outward ceremonial can secure. So there may be a com-
plete parochial system, tithes duly paid, stately cathedrals here and
there, commodious churches studding the land, a wonderful arrange-
ment of bishops and deans, and priests and deacons, and yet Chrisb'ian
England” may be a make-believe after all. A nation is only Christian
when the current of its thought and feeling and the principles of its
actions are Christian. It is Christian as its sons and daughters are
Christians. The influence of every life in the population is helping to
make the country Christian or otherwise.

In view of this title “ Christian” let us glance a few moments at—
1st. The business life of the country; 2nd. The social condition of the
people ; 8rd. The spirit of the national policy. The tree is known by
its fruit, and faith is proved by works. Doubtless there is much at



78 ¢ OHRISTIAN ENGLAND” IN 1878,

which we may rejoice nnd give thanks; but there is much also which
must cause sll thonghtful people sorrow and great searching of heart.
1. The business life of the country. We English have been called a
pation of shopkeepers. Well, it is much better to be that than to be a
military nation. We shall be wise to keep to commerce rather than to
follow after martial glory; and may the time never come when, in
imitation of continentsl countries, England shall become a kind of
armed camp. But the question arises, how do we manage our shop-
keeping ? Are the principles which lie at the root of our business
transactions sound and good—are they in a word Christian principles ?
Will our manufactures bear rigid examination, being what they profess
to be, and no other, in respect to material and durability and general
worth ? Does plain dealing characterise our buying and selling in the
varions departments of trade? May buyers at home or in far-off
lands be rure of getting the articles they bargain for? There are ugly
things said both in respect to manufacture and to trade by those who
ought to know, and sometimes one hears shameful confessions made in
8 shameless manner. One cannot walk along the streets withoyt seeing
evidence of paltry tricks in trade intended to secure customers, or look
into the newspapers without the eye lighting on some lying advertise-
ment, and many an unworthy puff. Now, if the manufacturer does not
gut conscience into his work, and if the merchant’s word be not his
ond, and 1f the shopkeeper do not abjare tricks, a spirit the reverse of
Christian is in their business. Where Christian principles are acted
upon, confidence is not abused; trade is not a matter of *“ diamond cut
diamond,” but an illustration of the sublime precept “ As ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even go to them.” Without painting
a too gloomy picture of present times, we may solemnly ask whether
the commercial integrity of to-day is equal to that of years ago. Alas!
that it should be possible for shrewd men to regard a negative as the
only true answer to the question. The way in which men deal with
money not their own is one of the lamentable features of the times.
The bankruptey courts tell many strange and sad tales, and there
is reason to know that they serve to hide other tales stranger and
more sad. The collapse of large and pretentious firms and the stoppege
of well-known banks have laid bare in the light of day an awfully selfish
disregard of the rights of others, and an utter recklessness of conse-
quences on the part of men deemed by their fellows to be respectable
and religions. It is indeed a painful spectacle, and a satire on our
Christian name, that men supposed to be honourable during a long life
should have to stand, with their grey hairs upon them, in a criminal
dock, to make answer in respect to transactions which have destroygd
the comfort of many a homestead, and spread misery and ruin
far and wide. Yet let us not concentrate our indignation solely
on cne set of men, bowever conspicuous and culpable. Those
vast Lankroptcies do but show on a large scale the sin which
frequently disports itself on a narrower stage. Circumstances may be
different, but ein is sin whether a man deal unrighteously with millions
or with mites.
Before leaving this question of business Jife one cannot but advert to
the frequent disturbances in the relation of capital and labour, as
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unhappily illustrating the comparative feebleness of Christian infAlnence.
Whether the blame lie with the masters or with the men, or with both,
strikes and lockouts are proof that the principles which Jesus tanght
arc not daly applied to the things of ordinary life. Every quarrel of
this sort is, at least, a doubt cast on the national Christianity.

2. The social condition of the people. Can a Christian country have
o large o criminal population as at the lowest computation this island
must contain? Can it tolerate the existence of such dens of infamy as
are to be found by ecores and hundreds in the metropolis, and our large
towns and cities ? Can it grow crop after crop of street arabs, whose
home is the guntter, whose lot is dirt and wretchedness, and whose liveli-
hood must almost inevitably be made by plunder? Can it bear the
stories of passion, and crime, and brutal lust, which are constautly
being forced upon ite ear? Can such things be, and the name ‘ Chris-
tian England” be other than a sarcasm and a snare? Think of the
vices that no law of man’s framing can touch, but which are destroying
men, body and soul, every day. Think of the mad race after riches
which men in all ranks of society are befooled into—as though Christ’s
word meant nothing when he said, “ It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.” Think of the ease and luxury in which so many
waste away their lives, and which others seek as the supreme good : as
though Christ had made no mention of a cross to be borne, as though
heaven and hell were myths, and the appropriate motto for beings who
will live beyond the grave were, ¢ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow
we die.” Think of how large a contribution is received by the imperial
treasury from potent sources of misery and crime—of the large sum
realized by the manufacture and importation of intoxicating liquors
here, and the exportation of & noxious drug from India. Think of the
ever-widening gulf between classes where there ought rather to be a
movement towards fellowship and brotherhood. Think of the blank
infidelity of one mass of the community, and of the ridiculous
superstition of another, and then say as firmly as you can * Christian
England!”

3. The spirit of the national policy. Shall we find a brighter prospect
in the high regions where statesmen act for the country ? Is there any-
thing there more consonant with the Christian name, or must we
mournfully confess—

“ But the age of virtuous politics is past,
And we are deep in that of cold pretence.
Patriots are grown too shrewd to be sincere,
’ And we too wise to trust them.”

The year has brought not a little damage to some notable reputations,
and the habit of plain, honest speech, supposed to belong to English-
men, has been departed from, so that great men have been put to
pitiable shifts in defending their conduct. The national policy has
seemed at times to be a mixture of intrigue and bluster. It has de-
veloped also into “ blood and iron.”” Revenge has been ostentatiously
announced as a national duty. Revenge for what? TIn fact, people
were told for a brutal affront, put by the Afghan on the messenger of
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the Indian vicerny. The story of that rudeness was a complete fabri-
cation. The ordinary courtesy had been shown when the passage of the
messenger was refused. Yet no one who knew the truth contradicted
the lie until it bad served its base purpose and inflamed the warlike
passions of a high-spirited people. Well, but a cause of quarrel
with the Ameer had been found. It was necedful to maintain the
prestige of England by wreaking vengeance on the Afghan chief; and,
moreover, a frontier needed to be rectified ! This may be a policy in
accordance with “ the wisdom of this world ”; it may be after the tra-
dition of the blood-stained centuries of the past, but it is not a Christian
policy. 1f anyone should reply that peoples are not advanced enough
to put into practice these principles, and that they will not work as
society is constituted and nations exist, the result is obvious and brief:
“ Do not, then, pretend to Christianity. ¢Christian England ’ must act
upon Christian principles or renounce her name.” With some people
success is a god to be worshipped, and if a war is quickly ended, as this
Afghan war seems likely to be, and in a manner consonant with the
national vanity, they do not care to enquire into its justice. This is
their creed, though not often so candidly stated : —

“And if we only
Stand on the height with dignity, “tis soon
Forgatten, Max, by what road we ascended.
Believe me, many a crown shines spotless now,
That yet was deeply sullied in the winning.
To the evil spirit doth the earth belong,
Not to the good.”

To the Christian, however, this question of justice is paramonnt ;
for he cannot be willing to share the responsibility of a crime. The
Christian is not prepared to hand the world over to the sole rule and
covernance of “the evil spirit,” but with a true patriotism he seeks
to touch the conscience of his people. ]

England hes a great mission in the world—no less than to give the
gospel to heathen countries. We are not sure that anything else will
justify us in counting on continuance in the front rank of the nations.
But how are we qualifying for our missions ? How shall England take
Christ’s gospel to Afghanistan ? Are steel and gunpowder good pioneers
for the faith? Will the blood of slaughtered Afghans cry out in wel-
come, or will it rather prove the seed of deadly hate ? It is easy to
see what is probable. All the more need, then, for Christians to stand

uite clear of complicity in the sin which puts so hoge a stumbling-
block in the way of the gospel of their Lord.

The times are bad, who wonders that they should be? We deserve,
as a country, all we get. God deals with nations still in this present
life, since pationg, as such, will have no other. They make their choice,
and they must abide by the consequences of it. As they seek they
find. As they sow they reap. The times are bad, but the real badness
is in the sin, and not in the suffering. It is possible for poverty to be
an honour and wkalth to be a reproach. Integrity of character is not
the monopoly of rich or poor. It may be good for nations as for indi-
viduals to pase through the purifying furnace. )

Nothing las Leen said on the more favourable signs of national
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Sotices of Poobs,

The Sword and the Trowel. Annual
Volume for 1878. DPassmore and
Alabaster.

WrE haope all our readers will keep a
complete copy of The Sword and the
TFrowel, for the nrticles are of lasting
interest. If any have failed to preserve
their numbers they can procure the
year's magazine, handsomely bound, for
five shillings, if they apply pretty soon.
Some of the earlier volumes of the ma-
guzine fetch considerable prices, and we
believe that in years to come the whole
6eries will be regarded as & most inter-
esting mass of reading. 'We should like
our last volume to be placed at once on
the shelves of our friends’ libraries.

Afehanistan and the Central Asian
Question. By Ferp. H. Fisgeg,
B.A. With Map. James Clarke.

Furw of information peculiarly interest-

ing at this juncture. We have seldom

read a work in which there is so much
really instructive matter.

The Weekly Welcome. Annual Volume
for 1878. S. W. Partridge and Co.
I~ our judgment this is second to none
of all our periodicals. When bound in
a volume it surpasses all others in
beauty. "It contains such a wealth of
illustration, and such variety of useful
reading, that it deserves to be purchased

by millions.

DenominaTioNaL NEwsparERS.—We
are glad to see 7%he Baptist putting on
s0 bold a face by eularging its size.
It is now equal to any of the denomina-
tional penny papers, and far superior to
the moet of them. We like the earnest
tone of many of its articles, though we
have had to difler from certain of its per-
sonal remarks. The Freeman is also a
weekly paper well worthy of the Baptist
denomination, and there is plenty of room
for both. We generally look at the two
papers,and should be sorry to miss either
of them. When we see the Baptist news-
papers which reach us from America,
we are astonished that anyone should
consider two such journals too many for
Epgland. Almostevery township seems
10 have its own Banner or Sentinel;
wlile such splendid papersas the Boston

Watchman, and the New York Ezaminer
circulate by thousands throughout ell
the States. We suppose that a large
constituency will maintain a good paper,
and a good paper will command a large
constituency ; but at which end must
we begin in England? If we have hens
we shall have eggs ; but there must be
eggs before there will be hens. We
hope The Freeman and The Baptist will
work out this difficult problem, and
that both the papers and the public will
share the benefit.

New Coins from Old Gold; or, Homely
Hints from Holy Writ. By Tromas
Cramrness. Hodder and Stoughton,

Mge. Coampness has written these
twenty-one short sermons in a lively,
catching style. He has evidently laid
Limself out to be homely that the com-
mon people may be led to read, and
may be able to understand. We are
glad that the City Road has such a
preacher; London needs many of the
stamp. Wherever these “ New Coins "
are scattered they are likely to enrich the
possessor. The gospel is simply and
earnestly put before the reader, and we
do not know that we can give a higher
commendation.

China's Millions. Annual volume for
1878. Morgan and Scott.

Every Christian should read “China’s
Millions,” and ponder it. Itis omlya
penny periodical, but it deals with the
greatest mass of human beings ever
congregated. It treats of the souls, of
bundreds of millions of immortals,
and therefore no paper except that
which bears the word of God itself can
contain anything one-half so important
to the Christian heart.

The Sower. Vol. XVL
and Sons.

THis magazine containe many spiritual
and profitable pieces, but the volume
has sn old-world look, and an antedilu-
vian appearance. Its value will, how-
ever, to many far more than outweigh
its poverty of appearance, We have
taken one of its parratives, and have
given it elsewhere in The Sword and
the Trowel,

Houlston
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The Home Visitor and District Com-
anion; an illustrated magazine,
edited by the Rev. P. B. Power,
M.A. Vol. V. William Hunt and
Co. ’

AnyraiNg which comes from Mr.
Power's pen is sure to be attractive,
Probably this mngazine is best suited
for the latitude of the Church of En-
gland, but by no means exclusively so.
It may be joyfully welcomed into any
family.

Life Mosaic: the ministry of song, and
under the surface. By Frances Rip- »
LBY Havergar. With twelve illustra-
tions by the Baroness Helga von
Cramm. James Nisbet and Co.

TaEr book itself is a mosaic: pictorial
beauty inlaid in song. We have been
charmed with every page that we have
looked upon. Miss Havergal is a true
poetess; her muse is not inspired by
the things of eartb, but by high spi-
ritual and heavenly themes. To per-
sons of taste combined with spirituality
this volume will afford unlimited plea-
sure. :

Here are two verses which perchance
may catch a careless eye, and lead the
heedless heart to consider the evils of
delay:— °

“God’s ‘now’ is sounding in your ears ;

Oh et it reach your leart!

Not only from your sinfulness
He bids you part;

Your righteousness as filthy rags
Must all relinquished be,

And only Jesus' precious death
Must be your plea.

' Now trust the one provided rope,

Now quit the broken mast,

Before the hope of safety be
For ever past.

Fear not to trust his simple word,
So sweet, 80 tried, 60 true,

And you are safe for evermore ;
Yes,—even you!”

Sermons Preached to the Masses. By
Rev. E. J. SiLverTon, of Exeter Hall,
Nottingham. Passmore and Alabas-
ter.

Me. SiLverToN is evidently prepared to
Liave this volume severely criticized, and
we should not wonder if he would even
enjoy a thorough cutting up. We shall
Not, however, put his volume through
this process. Practical results much
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sway our judgment of human speech,
and we think we have good warrant for
allowing it to be so, since it is written
“by their fruits ye shall know them.”
Hundreds have been converted, and
thousands have been edified by these dis-
courses, and yet there are many not over
fastidious who will be shocked by them.
“Every man in his own order,” and
after his own fashion ; so long as Christ
is preached we therein rejoice, yea, and
will rejoice. The volume is unlike any
other we have ever seen, and we do not
wish to see it imitated ; but it is Mr.
Silverton's own, and affords us a fair
sample of the discourses by which he
has moved the masses, and gathered an
immense congregation.

The Little Gleaner. Vol. XXV, Houl-
ston and Sons.

Tae most old-fashioned of juvenile
magazines, but warranted sound.

The Children's Record of the Free
Church of Scotland. Vol. XXXIV.
Edinburgh: T. Nelson and Sons.

TaE best of children's missionary maga-
zines. Long may its indefatigable
editor continue his useful labours.

The Methodist Family. Vol. IX. 61,
Paternoster-row, E.C.

Tars is a magazine for Methodist fami-
lies, full of life and interest, and sure to
make its way.

Mgz. Frowpk's Facsimile Bibles, from
the Oxford University Press, are as
good as we can ever expect to see, and
fairly rival those of Bagster and Spottis-
woode. The helpful matter bound up
with the Bible constitutes a library of
Scriptural information, and, as a Con-
cordance is added, there is rather too
much than teo little for the student.
The largest size strikes us as too heavy;
but the little Bible, which can be easily
carried in the waistcoat pocket, is a
little gem. The type is thoroughly
readable, and yet there is the whole
Bible in the space which, years ago, was
considered to be the orthodox size of a
snuff-box. From this bijou up to the
largest copy there are several grada-
tions, and any of these bound in limp
morocco would be as valuable a present
as one might wish to receive or give.
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Scriptural Marke of a True Believer.
By the Rev. F. A. C. LiLLiNGsron,
M.A. Wm. Hunt and Co. :

Mr. LrLLingsToN seys in his preface that
‘the only legitimate object of looking
at and examining ourselves is to cause
ur to trust more fully and unreservedly
in Jerus, and to look out more con-
stantly at him who is our life” Marks
and evidences mentioned in this spirit
will not be placed out of their proper
position, nor has our author erred in
that direction. Tbere is nothing very
deep in this little volume, but much thet
may be belpful to thosewho are earnestly
uestioning whether they are on the
ock of Ages or not. We like much
the explanation of the passage, * Who=
soever is born of God doth not commit
gin,” for the line is accurately drawn
between the folly of perfectionism and
the licenee of antinomianism.
The Ezpositor. Vol VIIL. Hodder
and Stoughton.

Amip much that is admirable we are
continually meeting in the pages of
« The Expositor” with a subtle unbe-
lief of which we are more afraid than of
avowed infidelity. In the article upon
Balaam’'s ass, a remarkably fresh piece
of writing by the editor himself, there
is an apparept defence of the plain
statement of Holy Scripture, and yet a
principle is bronght forward which
virtually deprives us of every revelation
worthy of God, for it leaves us no per-
fect and infallible declaration of the
divine mind. We do not believe that
revelation ever was imperfect; on the
contrary. we see the same light in Gene-
sis as in John, and as much of it, only
shining in another manner. How
areatly we wish that men would not
iry 1o rob us of the infallibility of
Scripture, for it is the anchorage of
Protestant and Christian faith !

TLe Life of the Rev. Richard Knill, of
St. Petersburg. By the Rev. C. M.
Bireerr. New and Revised Edition.
Religious Tract Society.

Ricart well does this memoir deserve to
a0 through edition after edition for
many years to come. The interesting
story of Mr. Knill's having foretold our
carcer while we were yet in childhood

is here mentioned. The narrative is
true, but it does not tell all the truth
concerning that deeply intereating
event; perhaps if it Sid some might
not believeit,

Mr. Knill was one of the most simple,
earnest, straightforward soul-seekers
that we ever knew. It was his natural
element to be talking about the Lord
Jesus, and he was never so truly Richard
Knill as when he was endeavouring to
lead a soul to repose itself upon Christ.
He never put himself out of the way to
talk to others upon religion, holy con-
versation was always in his way, and he
came to it as naturally as other men
come to their meals, The book has a
capital portrait for a frontispiece, but
we should have liked it all the better
if underneath it had been placed the
words which we remember to have seen
there years ago—* Brethren, the heathen
are perishing : willyou let them perish #”
Those two sentences, to our mind, give
the moral and spiritual portrait of the
man most vividly. Those of our
readers who have never seen this bio-
graphy of a perfect and an upright man
should lose no time in getting it.

Orthodozy : with Preludes on Current
Events. By Joserm Coox. Glasgow:
David Bryce and Son.

Transcendentalism. Same author and
publisher,

Trese two volumes are worthy com-
panions of the * Biology,” by the same
author, which we recently noticed. As
a whole, we know of no books on Chris-
tian evidences which so powerfully meet
and expose the fallacies of modern oppo-
sition to the truth, The author’s read-
ing seems to have been omnivorous, and
there is scarcely anything in heaven or
in earth but has been pressed into the
gervice of this defender of the faith.
We feel inclined to quote the words ap-
plied to the schoolmaster in the ¢ Vicar
of Wakefield” by the astonished
children—

“They looked, and looked, and still tbe

wonder grew,

That one small Lead could carry all he
knew.”

The publishers, too, have done their
best to make this edition worthy of the
small price charged for it. No student
should be without these books.
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Dantel Quorm, and Lis Religious No-
tions. Second Series. By Mark
Gur Pearse. Wesleyan Conference
Office.

Tne first series of “ Daniel Quorm, and
his IReligious Notions " has reached
forty-three thousand ; and the second
series, which we are right glad to see,
will, we trust, be equally popular. The
chief character is true, original, fresh,
and simple-hearted, and the language
put into his mouth is natural and
striking, so that Daniel Quorm is quite
a real friend of ours. The secondary
characters are well drawn, the rustic
dialect increases the interest, and the
quaint Methodistic fervour addas to the
charm. Daniel Quorm will be immortal.
We confess that we cannot read more
than one chapter at a time, for it sets
us weeping and laughing at about equal
rates. Get ¢ Daniel Quorm” at once :
if you repent of the bargain, you may
write and let us know; but we shall
think very little of your judgment.

The Way of Peace 1llustrated by Fact,
and not by Fiction; through the ex-
perience of those who bhave found it.
By Rev, W. PooLE Bavrern, Brighton.
Partridge and Co.

Our greatly afflicted friend Mr. Balfern
writes very sweetly, with a measure of
delicate poetry in his expressions, admi-
rably wedded to the true spirituality of
his thoughts. In this little book he
keeps along the common highway of life,
and relates instructive incidents in plain
and telling speech, seeking in all he says
to win men’s souls for his Lord, gently
and in love. “The Way of Peace
Illustrated ” is the kind of: book to give
to our ungodly friends, if we wish to
put before them a pure gospel message,
So stated that they will be attracted to
read it.

George's Temptation, Litile Bess, The
Infant Zephyr. 1s. 6d, each. The
Chained Book., Who shall Win?
Is. each. Sunday School Union.

ALL these stories possess a fair share
of interest, and are evidently written to
Promote the interests of virtue and
goodness. We suppose there are readers
for all this story literature, but its
dmount certainly surprises us.

Sound in Charity; or, the Power and
Beauty of Christian Love. Five
Sermons on 1 Cor. XIII., preached at
the Royal Hospital for Incurables,
Putney. By the Rev. Samuer Min-
ToN, M.A. Elliot Stock.

A vemY acceptable exposition of the
apostle’s eulogium upon charity. We
bave once preached to the inmates of
the Royal Hospital for Incurables, and
certainly the audience is unique. This
is not, however, a reason why all ser-
mons preached there should be pub-
lished. Mr. Minton’s five discourses
have other claims, and we trust they
will be useful to many who are not
incurable.

Loyal Responses ; or, Daily Melodies for
the King’s Minstrels. By Frances
Riprey Havercar. James Nisbet.

We have heen charmed with Miss
Havergal's exquisite little books upon
the King, his commandments, invita-
tions, and bounties ; they are each one
rich with food for the mind and cheer
for the heart. Condensed spiritual meat
of the finest quality, we might call them.
She now most fitly closes the series with
“ Loyal Responses.” These are choice
poems, a few of which, such as—
“ Take my life, and let it be

Consecrated, Lord, to thee,”
are well known to the Christian public.
Most of the others are new, and ex-
ceedingly good. The little book is a
marvellous shillingsworth of gracious
minstrelsy.

Pithy Proverbs Pointed. By SawuEeL
B. James, M.A. ‘“ Hand and Heart”
Office.

WEg referred this volume to John

Ploughman, who is on our staff as

judge of proverbial literature. He

says—it won't do; the Rev. Samuel B.

Jumes has not a proverbial style; his

sentences are too stilted, and his tallk

too twaddly. The book is micely got
up, and wmay please children, but ic is
not up to the mark.

The Faithful Saying. A Series of
Addresses. By D. L. Moopx. Morgan
and Scott.

ADDREssEs in the forcible style peculiar

to Mr. Moody, full of the gospel, well

illustrated, a little Americanised, but
thoroughly alive.
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Pierrot. Humbly Borm, but Noble of
Heart. By 8. DeK. E.Merlborough
and Co.

A wMORAL story, thoroughly well told.
The scene is laid in the Revolution of
1798, and the days of the First
Napoleon.

Mary with Many Friends. By GrorGINA
M. Mooge. E. Marlborough and Co.

A prrETTY little book about a good
little girl who kept ber eyes open both
at home in London, and out in the
country, It is written ina simplestyle,
suitalle' for very little children, but
contains many things which ought to
make them imitate Mary and ask their
friends to explain to them what they do
not understand.

An FEzamination of the Doctrines of
Conditional Immortality and Univer-
salism. By T. R. Grecory. London:
Wesleyan Conference Office.

Tre doctrine of Conditional Immor-
tality, or, as we prefer to call it,
Religious Materialism, is here very
thoroughly refuted. The idea that man
is but a brute, as soulless as a dog or a
lion until conversion takes place, is to us
unaccountably profane and absurd, and
yet it is held by many preachers of the
modernschool. Itslogical contradictions
are mercilessly exposed in this short
volume. and its distortion of the Scrip-
tures made apparent. Heretic hunting
is sorry work, but in the hands of our

NOTES.

author it is powerfully and thoroughl
performed. ng it accomplish the wor
it designs, in helping many who have
been bewildered by strange fancies to
return again to the old paths.

The Unsafe Anchor; or, ** Eternal
Hope ™ a False Hope. Being Stric-
tures on Canon Farrar's Westminster
Abbey Sermons. By C. F. Cimwpg,
M.A. London: W, Hunt and Co.

ALTHOUGH the interest and excitement
caused by Canon Farrar’s sermons have
very largely vanished, yet it was well
that the antidote here provided should
be preserved in a permanent form. The
poison—as we Delieve it to be—was
presented in essentially a popular and
insidious manner, and the mischief
has not yet ceased to work. Hence
the value of this little volume, though
it comes somewhat late in the day.
The author does not play with his
opponent, but in his sturdy, trenchant
style handles very roughly the stale
fallacies and insipid sentimentalities
of the Canon. His exposure of the
contradictions of the preacher’s view—
or, rather, position, without definite
view—is exceedingly powerful. We
heartily agree with his summary of the
sermons when he says—“I have never
read a work by an Anglican divine of
which the theology was so shallow, the
reasoning so inconclusive, or the eriti-
cism so unsatisfactory. Certainly I
never encountered one the style of
which was so offensively arrogant, so
passionately dogmatic.”

Slotes, .

Prersoxsl. During the past few weeks,
long weeks indeed, we have been laid
aside by illness. There bave been inter-
vale of ability to write, as our readers will
see by erticles in this and last month’s
magazine, but for the most part we have
been a prisoner, under bonds to cease from
work. Our happy lot has embraced within
its bounds sharp afflictions and excessive
labcure, and these are probably meant to
balance each other, and enable us to bear
those great mercies with which we have
been fuvoured. We are now recovering
strength, and before this sheet meets the
reader’s eye, we hope to be out of the colds

and damps in the south of France. We
are surrounded by the kindest of friends,
and love floats in the atmosphere we
breathe. Our chief regret is that we
cannot be accompanied by our best be-
loved, who is quite unable to leave her
home. She will not be forgotten, we
trust, by our sympathising friends, Our
church-officers, the best helpers that
ever a minister had, have united in’ re-
questing us to seek rest for a period.
We received the following document with
their signatures appended—we print it
because it will interest some of our
friends :
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 Metropolitan Tabernacle,
* Newington.

“Dear Pastor,—Itis with much earnest-
nees and love that we, your church-officers,
wish to lay before yom this, our united
sppeal.

“We consider it to be the path of wis-
dom for you to Jay on ome side for three
monthsr your public duties in our midst, so
a8 to obtain the complete rest you so much
require. Your many labours, in season
and out of season, in which we heartily
rejoice, have led us to the conclusion that,
unless you renew your power by s long
cessation from active work, you will be
prevented from the continuance of it in the
future. Our hearts have sorely grieved
over the suffering and weakness which
Lave aeized you so often of late, and we
therefore deemn it imperative that you
should try the effect of an entire change
of scene for three months. We will make
any arrangements you may desire for the
carrying on of your work while you are
away, but most affectionately yet firmly
Wwe press our unanimous judgment upon
you for your consideration. We shall
mies you sadly, and ehall hail with joy
your return to your loved and prosperons
labours; still, we cannot but see that you
are wearing yourself away at your post,
and must spare yourself for the future wel-
fare and service, not only of our own
beloved church, but of the whole Christian
world.

“May our Heavenly Father speedily
restore you, and yet more abundantly
bless you. So pray your loving fellow-
workera.”

Nor did the officers merely send this
letter, but the deacons saw to it that the
means should be provided for the rest, it
being out of the question for Tabernacle
riends to do anything by halves when
the Pastor is concerned.

This rest is rendered the more truly
restful by the fact that our subscribers
have been doubly generous to the various
funds, and thus make us feel that no work
will suffer while we ere away. Of course
the outlay for the various enterprises goes
on, but there is at this moment a fair
balance in hand on all accounts, and the
assurance that kindly hearts will not forget
to keep all needs supplied, and yet above
that the confidence that our God will gup-
Ply all our needs.

Tue TWENTY-FIVE YEARS TESTIMONIAL.
Part of the Testimonial was to be raised
bya Bazaar, for it was felt that this would
onable even the poorest to bave a finger in
4 It was hoped that £2,000 would be
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: the resultof the Bazaar, and that this with
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donations would make up £5,000, and put
the Almshonses in a sale financial condi-
tion. The result has [ar exceeded all ex-
pectations. The Pastor was unable to be
present, or even to leave hia bed, but night
by night amazing news of succesa comforted
him, till the friends were ablo to send him
word that the grosa takings were .£3,100
19s. 3d. Everything waa done upon an
immense scale, especially the giving of the
goods, which exceeded all former occasions.
After all the fitting, advertizing, decorating
and commissariat are puid there will remain
£3,000 more orless. This is very wonderful,
and shows what a willing people can and
will accomplish, Donations up till now
have reached £2,300, and the promises are
£1,000. There will thus be a noble Testi-
monial to present to the Pastor, who still
adheres to his declaration that he will take
no portion for himself, and that he will
divide the amount among the various insti-
tutions. The Committee will probably
erect a tablet in the Almshouse schoolroom
in memory of the event, and see that in Mr.
Spurgeon’s house there is placed some sub-
stantial bronze, or piece of furniture, with
a guitable inacription, but beyond this all
that has been or will be given to the
twenty-five years’ testimonial will go
directly to works of charity and religion.
May the Lord accept the thank-offering
and give his blessing therewith.

ANxvaL MEETING OF THE TABERNACLE
CHurcH.—This was a large and enthusi-
astic gathering, though the senior pastor
could not be there. . Among other resolu-
tions the following was passed :—* Re-
solved, That we record our thankfulness
to our Heavenly IFather for enabling us to
carry to so successful a completion our
Testimonial Fund. We have found it
most profitable thus to unite in an effort
to mark with some emphatic token of love
the twenty-fiith year of our dear Pastor’s
ministry. We are grieved to know of hia
continued weakness and pain, and pray
that all grace may rest upon him, soothing
his suffering, restoring his health, gladden-
ing and refreshing his spirit.

“ We regret that we cannot now present
him with the Testiruonial we have raised,
but we instruct the deacons to consult
Mr. Spurgeon as to the time and circum-
stances of the future presentation, and
leave the disposal of it entirely to his own
decision.”

The treasurers will keep the account
open for a short time longer, for there are
still friends who are unaware of the Testi-
monial who would not like to be left out.
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Statetice.  During the year 1878, 304
persons have bean received into the church,
hut as we have sent out a colony to form
the church at Peckham, and many have
removed to other churches, no less than
253 of our increase vanishes under that
head ; 57 have been called home, 45 have
been lost by non-attendance, and 3 have
been withdrawn from for other reasoms.
Thus. after a year's work the nett increase
at home is only 36; but this gives ns no
sorrow, we only wish that we crnld send
ofl another swarm this year to till a new
hive. So long as the church of Christ
gains we have no need to fret, should we
never get hevond our present mamber,
which is ,066.

Correce. During the past month Mr,
C. A. Cook has completed his College
course, and returned to Canada to take the
oversight of the church at Kingston, On-
tario. Mr. R. Maplesden has promised to
become the pastor of the church at New
Town, Madras, when he leaves us, should
the friends there think fitt Mr. W. E.
Rice has accepted the pastorate at Earl’s
Colne. Essex, and Mr. J. Barton is about
to commence an engagement as an evan-
gelist at Haydock, Liancashire.

Removals. Mr. T. G. Tarn is leaving
Peckham Park Road for St. Andrew’s
Street, Cambridge; Mr. G. W. Tooley, of
Brierley Hill, goes to Dumfries ; Mr. W.
Smith, of Molton, to Cullingworth, York-
shire; Mr. Albert Bmith removes from
Sunderland to Esher, Surrey; aud Mr.
J. J. Fitch from Lymington to Notting-
ham.

Worl: in South Africa. Mr. Batts, who
went out to Cape Town to relieve our good
friend and former student Mr. Hamilton,
sends us a cheering report of the work
already accomplished in that part of ¢ the
Dark Continent.” We are not surprised
to hear that Mr. Hamilton ¢ greatly needs
change and rest,” when we learn that in
addition to preaching three times every
Sabbath, he has held & service regularly
every might in the week either in Cape
Town or one of the neighbouring villages.
‘With the help of Mr. Batts a special effort
was put forth in the latter end of last year
in & village principslly inbabited by Dutch
and English, and containing also some
Malsyve and natives, The work commenced
in a week of special prayer : almost every
house was visited by our brethren; one
week’s services were found insufficient to
meet the constantly increasing interest of
the people, 80 a second week was devoted
to the same object, and even then, not-

withstanding the needs of the other parts
of the district, it was considere1 advisable
to remain seven days more. The result'is
that several have already been baptized,
others are now before the church, and the
co-workers believe that a great deal more
of the blessing remsins yet to bs seen,
The lease of ths preaching station having
expired, a large wine-atore has been pur-
ohased for £1,400, and this ie now being
“ converted ” into a chapel.

Mr. Batts says, tha great desideratum
is a chapel for Cape Town, and he hopes
that many friends will be ready to respond
to Mr. Hamilton’s appeal when he comas
home to collect for the new building. We
hose 80 too. There are now 155 members,
and eight candidates for church member-
ship. What hath God wrought? It is.
but a few months ago since Buiptists had
neither place nor name in Cape Oolony.
When Me. Hamilton comes over he ought
to be helped right gemerously. * More
appeals for money’’ says a reader. Yes,
dear friend, the cause of our Lord Jesus
needs it, and while we are alive on this
earth, we owe him too much to leave off
either the giving of our own or the stirring
up of others to give also.

The next College Conference. 1t may be
well for our brethren in the ministry to
know that our next Annual Conference will
probably be postponed to May 5, i.¢, the
week succeeding the annual meeting of’
the Baptist Union. This is later than
usual, but necesearily 80 that the President
may be at home.

Mr. Dunnet's Busts of C. H. Spurgeon.
Mcr. Dunnet, minister at Newcastle-under--
Lyme, finding it needfal to build a chapel,
and having only a poor people around
him, hopes to raise funds by selling Mr.
Spurgeon's bust, in Purian, at One Guinea.
He hassent us a specimen, and it is a well-
executed reduction of the original marble
bust by Mr. Adams Acton. 'We wish Mr,
Duunet every success in hia endeavour,.
but really these poor populous places ought
to be taken up by wealthy Christians, and
they should place chapels in them. What
amonument to a deceased father or brother
would a new chapel be, if put up in this
great pottery town, where there is 2 man
ready, by God's blessing, to All it with-
eager hearers. Baptists have neglected
the Pottery district, and something gener-
ous ought to be done for the regivn.

EvANGELISTS. Messrs, Clarke and Smith
have been taking their much needed rest
during the earlier part of the past month,
and for the last week or two they have
been at Grimsby. Our* Notes” are obliged
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to be made up before any report of their
gervices can reach us, and we mast, there-
fore, let this head remain bare. During
February these brethren will condact
gervices at the Tabernacle.

The Watch Night Service on New Year's
Eve was one of the best ever held. The
Tabernaole was crowded in every part,
and the ainging and addresses of Messra.
Clarke and Smith were so highly appre-
ciated that the people could hardly be in-
duced to leave the building “ when the old
year died.”

Mr. Burnham’s engagements for Feb-
ruary are at Ecton, Northampton; Mill
Street Chapel, Bedford; Broughton, near
Kettering ; Isle of Thanet; and Forncett,
Norfolk. This brother exhorts and sings
in a manner most acceptable to the village
audiences among which he chiefly labours.
His physical strength is not equal to the
thous«nds, but the smaller churches need
an evangelist as well as the lafger ones,
and Mr, Burnham is in his right place in
working among them.

Mgs. Spurceon’s Boox Funp. Mrs.
Spurgeon is issuing the following note to
her subscribers. During the year she has
distributed more than 7,000 valuable works
to poor ministers.

‘“My Dear Friends,—The past year has
been crowned with the goodness of God to
me and to my beloved work, and, there-
fore, I all the more deeply regret that
through weakness and affliction I have
not as yet been able to prepare a detniled
account of the blessings the Book Fund
has received and bestowed. Tais lack of
service on my part will, I trust, be svon
supplied by a kind friend, and a full re-
port of my work shall then be laid before
you. Meanwhile, I send forth this little
messenger to testify to the uafailing faith-
fulness and goodness of the Lord in
strengthening me for the service which his
love hay allotted me.

“Sore need have I had for his tender,
pitiful care, and he has never failed me ;
but, in spite of almost constant ill-health,
he has enabled me to accomplish even an
increased amount of work, and has ex-
tended the benefits of the Book Fund far
and wide. To his name be the praises of
my heart.

“From all parts of the world T have
abundant testimony to the reviving and
refreshment of spirit God's minwstors re-
ceive through the quist agency of this
book-giving, and the loving letters of
gratetul heurts are no slight comfort and
reward for service often done in weariness
and pain,

‘“ “‘Mr. Spurgeon’s works are cenmmed
fall of the good old corn of Cannan;’ o
writes a pastor labouring in Qneansland,
and I count it a high honoue thut the
¢ Lord of the harvest ' has given ma charge
of so glorious a granary, from whose pro-
cious stores I can scatter so widely both
‘seed for the sower, and bread for the
eater.’ My accounts show that eighteen
thousand six hundred and ninety-three
volames have been distributed during the
three years of the ‘ Fund’s’ existence;
this is a brief, bare statement of facts, and
does not reveal the joy and blessing which
lie beneath it; but, thanks be to God, I
can truly say that ‘the administra ion of
this service not only supplieth the wantof
the saiats, but is abuadant alsb by many
thanksgivings anto God.’

“My most heartfelt thanks are ten-
dered to you, dearfriends, for your constint
remembrance of my work, the loving in-
terest you have taken in its welfare, and
the generous help you have givea to its
funds.

“ Your gifts are received as ¢ from the
Lord,’ often coming a3 special answ-rs to
prayer, and always as tokens of his
tavour and approval of the work; and
when they have thus enriched my soul
they carry to the weary, toiling servants
of the Master substantial blessings, divine
luxuries, the worth of which omly a poor
‘bookless’ pastor can rightly appreciate.

“ With a heart full of gratituls to the
Lord and to you, believe ma, dear Frisads,

“Your deeply obliged Servant,
“Soste SPURGEON.”

Poor MiNisTers’ CrLoTHING SoCIETY.
Mcs. Evans asks us to acknowled ;e the
receipt of several useful parcels of v itecial
for the Clothing Society, and shs wishes
us also to say that she will be glulif all
dooors will kindly dicect theic girts to be
seat to the Metropolitan Taberna-le, as
extra labour and expenss are caused if they
go to Mrs. Evans’s house.

OrPEANAGE, . The Christmas festival
seems to have been as great a success as
in past years, althonugh the Presidant was
contined to his sick chamber iastzad of
being able to preside over the fustival.
Libural offerings in moasy and kind were
seut in by many fricads all over the
country, and if they could have swon the
way in which the boys exscutud tae
“happy despatch” with the gool things
get bofore them they would have been
more than rewarded tor their remswmbriace
of vur fatherless family. Tae beet, plam
puddings, nuts, oranges, sweets, and bright
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new shillings were as good as ever, and
the amusements in the evening were as
heartily enjoyed as on any previous 0o-
camon.

We have lost another dear little boy, of

. peculiarly ohofce epirit. Mr. Chatles
worth will we bave no doubt give usn
memoir next month, for the child wan very
gracious, and bore an affecting testimony
for Jesus.

Pustors’ ollege, Fetropolitm Tabermucle.
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‘Thomaa Milward
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