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PllEF ACE. 

A COl'EMPORARY remarks, "This is an eventful year for ::\fr. 
Spurgeon," and his words are trne. The reader must for,1ive 11~ 

if in our own magazine we become autobiographical, and rehearse the 
story of the year 187!), in its bearings upon the work which has found 
a centre in the Tabernacle. Its earliest hours saw the Pastor a prisoner, 
unable to rise from the bed of pain, but meanwhile his ever faithful 
people were busy in creating a memorial of the Lord's mercy to him 
and to them during their happy union of twenty-five years. Love was 
busy in a thousand ways, hiving its sweets. A. bazaar upon an enor
mous scale was carried out with enthusiasm, and was in all respects a 
very wonderful success. Never can we forget the fervent affection dis
played by an army of friends to one whose only j nstifica.tion for receiving 
such love lies in the fact that he loves in return. 

The Pastor himself, much against his own wishes, was compelled to 
take a furlough of three months, during which his pain of body ceased, 
bis spirits revived, and his mind recovered from a pressure which had 
.somewhat overpowered it. The demands made upon head and heart by 
ministering- to so great a congregation, and superintending so many 
forms of Christian work, will never be known except to him who feels 
them, and it is no wonder that sometimes the strain is too great, and 
mind and spirit sink into painful depression, from which there is no 
-recovery but by rest. 

We returned in April. The Conference of ministers who had been 
-educated in the Pastors' College met in May, and it was a joyous occa
sion. The presence and power of God were manifestly felt, and the 
meetings were consequently full of life and enthusiasm. Tb.e number 
-0f men who have passed through the College is 548, and of these 432 
-remain actually in the field and in the Baptist ministry. From the first 
we have given as good an education as the exigences of the times 
3llowed, but as the demand for minister:1 is not now so pressing, and 
the supply of students is alBo larger, we have been able to allow our 
young brethren a longer term of stndy, and the majority of them now 
remain for three years instead of two. We have never de,erved tl1e 
.reproach of lowering the standard of ministei·ial education, for we bid 
-0ut our life to raise it. We hope soon to sweep away the last rag of 
reason for the charge. The gospel and the Holy Spirit are with u:1 far 
before human cult.ure, but, when we have these, the more a man knows 
the better. 

Soon after the Conference our beloved people presented us with a 
testimonial of £6,223 I0s. 5d., which we had great pleasure in handing 
over to trus~ees for the Lord's work. Thus our Almshouses are now 
endowed, so that the support of the aged sisters will never become a 
burden to the church. For this to be accomplished a~ a deed of love is 
pleasant beyond expression to our heart, and we trust it is \\'ell pleasing 
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el1-10 to onr Lord. If nothing else had been accomplished this would 
hu,·e been en eventful year. 

On .June 1 ~ we were able to make a fair start with the Girls' Orphan
age, end this lo t1s is the i;eoond great advance of 1879. Depression 
and disaster ha'l"e been painfully felt in almost every quarter, and many 
cheritehle inetitutioni; hal'e been advertising their abject poverty, but, 
to the honour of oar j?l'Bcions Lord, we wish to bear witness that never 
ha'l'e our College end Orphanage been so well supported as during this 
trying l'eoson. By the first of October we had bought and paid for th& 
'' Hawthoruf.."' and were on the way towards the purchase of the inter
'l'<'Ding meadow, so that we are at this present able to report the ground 
in possel'sion and almost paid for,• with seven houses promised, and 
many other helps. Well may we say, "What bath God wrou!'ht ! ,. 
We know that all this entails upon us more responsibility, but we know 
also that God can and will gil'e strength sufficient for the burden, end 
send impplies equal lo the demand. 

It is also a great joy to us that all the various agencies are well 
officered, :ind all properties are in the hands of fitting trustees. We 
Rre aided by business men whose watchfulness is stimulated by their 
love to .J csns and his work. A gracious tone pervades all, and the 
Holy Spirit is using every agency for the glory of God. Prayer is 
more fervent than ever. Unity and concord reign. All is well with us! 

0 that we could do more for J esns ! Our Col portage, which is a, 
J!Tcat blessing to thousands, does not yet increase to dimensions worthy 
of its value. It is no small thing to have seventy or eighty workers 
ciligently engaged in sp:-eading healthy literature end visiting the poor; 
but we ought to have four times as many, and would have them if the 
funds were forthcoming. 

Our Ernngelists have had the greatest success. Each one of the 
three has bern made of God to be a mighty soul-winner, and this is 
reward enough. Those who sopport them may rejoice right heartily. 

If we might be so bold, we would beg our readers to increase the sale 
of this magazine and the weekly sermons. Such an effort, if successful, 
might produce great results. Souls might be l!aved, friends might be 
found for our work, and truth might spread. 

0 that we could do more for Jesus! Reader, do you not ntter tbe 
iaame desire? He deserves to be made known where'er the sun pursues 
his daily course. Let ns labour to publish his fame abroad. Brother; 
i;isier, do your own part, and help us, for Jeeu's sake. 

Yours to serve through life, 

* \V1itrng tLi. uu Kc.nmber 12 we calculate that we need £i50 moie lu mett 
prt,H,L liaLiJiLito A legacy c,f £1:500 is not ytt actually paid, but it is included 
in c,ur cctin. .. u,. ·we hope the £750 will come in before the New Year. 
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

JANUARY, 1879. 

ifutnlJZ-fibt ftars ago. 
A FRAGMENT BY~ a SPURGEON. 

D 
WENTY-FIVE years ago we walked on a Sabbath morning, 

according to our wont, from Cambridge to the villa11:e of 
Waterbeach, in order to occupy the pnlpit of the litrle 

~ Baptist Chapel. It was a country road, and there were 
four or five honest miles of it, which we usually measured 

each Sunday foot by foot, unless we happened to be met by a certain 
little pony and cart which came half way, but could not b_v any possi
bility venture further because of the enormous expense which would 
luive been incurred by driving through the toll-gate at Milton. That 
winter's morning we were all aglow with our walk, and ready for our 
pulpit exercises. Sitting down in the table-pew, a letter was passed to 
us bearing the postmark of London. It was an unusual missive, and 
was opened with curiosity. It coutainE>d an invitation to preach at New 
Park Street Chapel, Southwark, the pulpit of which had formerly been 
occupied by Dr. Rippon,-the very Dr. Rippon whose hymn-book was 
then before us upon the table, the great Dr. Rippon. out of whose 
Selection we were about to choose hymns for our worship. The late 
Dr. Rippon seemed to hoTer over us as an immeasurably grPat man, the 
glory or whose name covered New Park Street Chapel and its pulpit with 
awe unspeakable. We quietly passed the letter across the table to t~e 
deacon who gave out the hymns, observing that there was some mis
take, and that the letter must have been intended for a Me. Spurgel)n 
who preached somewhere down in ~orfolk. He shook his bead, and 
observed that he was afraid there was no mistake, as be always knew 
Lhat his minister would be run uway with by some large church or 
other, but that he was a little surprised that the Londouers should 
have heard of him quite so soon. "Had it beoo Cottenham, or St. 

1 
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Ive11, or HnntinF?don," 11&id he, "I should not have wondered at all· 
but going to London is rather a great step from this little place." H~ 
11hook his heRd very gravely; but t.he time WBB come for us to look out 
the hymns, and therefore the letter was put away, and, as far es we can 
remember, wa.~ for the day quite forgotten, even as a dead man out of 
mind. 

On the following Monday an answer was sent to London, informing 
the deacon of the church at Park Street that he bad fallen into an 
error ~n directing hie _letter to W aterb~ach, for the Baptist minister of 
that n~lage was very little more than nmeooen yea.re of age, and quite 
unqnahfied to occupy a London pulpit. In due time came another 
epistle, setting forth that the former letter had been written in perfect 
knowledge of the young preacher's age, and bad been intended for him, 
and him alone. The request of the former letter was repeated and 
press~d, a date mentioned for the journey to London, and the place 
appointed at which the preacher would, find lodging. That invitation 
was accepted, and as the result thereof the boy preacher of the Fens 
took his post in London. 

Twenty-five yp,ars ago-and yet it seems but yesterday-we lodged for 
the night at a boardinf?-house in Queen Square, Bloomsbury, to which 
the worthy deacon directed us. As we wore a huge black satin stock, 
and used a blue handkerchief with white spots, the young gentJemen 
of that boarding-house marvelled greatly at the youth from the country 
who had come up to preach in Loudon, but who was evidently in the con
dition known as verdant green. They were mainly of the evangelical 
church persuasion, and seemed greatly tickled that the country lad 
should be a preacher. They did not propose to go and hear the youth, 
but they seemed to tacitly agree to encourage him after their own fashion, 
and we were encouraged accordingly. What tales were narrated of the 
great divines of the metropolis, and their congregations! One we 
remember had a thousand city men to hear him, another had his church 
filled with thoughtful people, such as could hardly be matched all over 
England, "°hile a third had an immense audience, almost entirely com
posed of the youngrnen of London, who were spell-bound by his eloquence. 
The study which these men underwent in composing their sermons, their 
herculean toils in keeping up their congregations, and the matchless 
oratory "hich they exhibited on all occasions, were duly rehearsed in 
our hearing, and -when we were shown to bed in a cupboard over the 
front door, we were not in an advantageous condition for pleasant 
dreams. Park Street hospitality never sent the young minister to that 
far-away hired room again, but assuredly the Saturday evening in a 
London boarding-house was about the most depressing agency which 
could have Leen brought to bear upon our spirit. On the narrow bed 
we tosEed in solitary misery, and found no pity. Pitiless was the grind 
of tlie cabs in the stree:, pitiless the recollection of the young city 
clerkE "\\hose grim propriety had gazed upon our rusticity with such 
arnm,ement, pitiless the spare room which scarce afforded space to 
kneel, 1,itile;,s even the gas-lamps which seemed to wink at us as they 
flickered amid the December darkness. We had no friend in all that 
ci:y full of human beings, but we felt among strangers and foreigners, 
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hoped to be helped through the scmpe into which we had been brought, 
and to escape safely to the Rerene abodes of Oambridge and Waterbeach, 
which then seemed to be Eden it.eelf. 

1'wenly-flvo yt1ara ago it was a clear, cold morning, and we wended 
our way along Holborn Hill towards Blackfriars and certain tortuous 
lanes nnd alleys at the foot of Southwark Brid~e. Wondering, praying, 
fearing, hoping, believing,-we felt all alone and yet not alone. Expect
ant of divine help, and inwardly borne down by our sense of the need of 
it, we traversed a dreary wilderness of brick to find the spot where our 
message must needs be delivered. One word rose to our lip many 
times, we scarce know ,why-" He must needs go through Samaria." 
The necessity of our Lord's journeying in a certain direction is no doubt 
repeated in his servants, and as our present journey was not of our seeking, 
and had been by no means pleasing so far as it had gone-the one 
thought of a "needs be" for it seemed to overtop every other. At sight 
of Pork Street Ohapel we felt for a moment amazed at our own temerity, 
for it seemed to our eyes to be a large, ornate, and imposing structure, 
suggesting an audience wealthy and critical, and far removed from the 
humble folk to whom our ministry had been sweetness and light. It 
was early, so there were no persons entering, and when the set time 
was fully come there were no signs to support the suggestion raised by 
the exterior of the building, and we felt that by God's he! p we were 
not yet out of our depth, and were not likely to be with so small an 
audience. The Lord helped us very graciously, we had a happy Sabbath 
in the pulpit, and spent the intervals with warm-hearted friends; and 
when at night we trudged back to the Queen Square narrow lodging 
we were not alone, and we no longer looked on Londoners as flinty
hearted barbarians. Our tone was altered, we wanted no pity of any
one, we did not care a penny for the young gentlemen lodgers and their 
miraculous ministers, nor for the grind of lhe cabs, nor for anything 
else under the sun. The lion had been looked at all round, and his 
majesty did not appear to be a tenth as majestic as when we had only 
heard his roar miles away. 

These are small matters, but they rise before us as we look over the 
twenty-five years' space which has intervened : they are the haze of that 
other shore between which rolls a quarter of a century of mercy. At 
the review we are lost in a rush of mingled feelings. "With my staff 
I crossed this Jordan, and now --." Our ill health at this moment 
scarcely permits us either to hold a pen or to dictate words to another, 
we must therefore leave till another season such utterances of gratitttde 
as the fulness of our heart may permit us. Common blessings may find 
a tongue at any moment, but favours such as we have received of the 
Lord throughout this semi-jubilee are not to be acknowledged fitly with 
the tongues of men or of angels, unless a happy inspiration should bear 
the thankful one beyond himself. 

The following items mnst, however, be recorded: they are but as a 
h~dful gleaned among the sheaves. To omit mention of them would 
be mgratitude against which stones might justly cry out. 

A church has been maintained in order, vigour, and loving unity 
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during all this period. Organised upon the freest b&sis, even to 
democracy, yet has there been seen among na a discipline and a com
pact onenesi; never e:rcelled. Men and women as11ociated by thousand11, 
11.nd each one imperfect, are not kept in perfect peace by human mean11; 
there is a mystic spirit moving among them which alone could have held 
them as the heart of one man. No schism, or heresy, baa 11prung up 
among ns; division has been far from n11; co-pastonhip has engendered 
no rfralry, and the illnes11 of the senior officer has led to no disorder. 
Hypocrites and temporary profe!l8ors have gone out from us because 
they were not of us, bnt we are still one even BI! at the first; perhaps 
more truly one than ever at any former instant of our history. One 
in hearty love to our redeeming Lord, to his glorious gospel, to the ordi
nances of his hout:e, and to one another as brethren in Christ. Sh11ll not 
the God of peace receive our humble praises for this unspeakable boon? 

That church has continued steadily to increase year by year. There 
have not been leaps of progTess and then painful pauses of decline. 
On and on the host has mBl'ched, gathering recruits each month, filling 
up the gaps created by death or by removal, and steadily proceeding 
towards and beyond its mu.imam, which lies over the border of five 
thousand sonls. One year may have been better than another, but not 
to any marked extent ; there has been a level richness in the harvest 
field, a joyful average in the crop. Unity of heart has been accom
panied by nniformity of prosperity. Work bas not been done in 
sports, enterprises have not been commenced and abandoned ; every 
advance has been maintained and bas become the vantage ground for 
yet another aggression upon the enemy's territory. Faults there have 
been in abundance, bnt the good Lord has not suffered them to hinder 
progress or to prevent success. The Bridegroom has remained with 
ns, and as yet the days of f11Sting have not been proclaimed, rather has 
the JOY of the Lord been from day to day our strength. 

The gospel of the grace of God has been continually preached from 
the first day until now-the same gospel, we trust accompanied with 
growing experience and appreciation and knowledge, but not another 
gospel, nor even another form of the same gospel. From week to week 
the sermons have been isened from the press, till the printed sermons 
now number 1450. These have enjoyed a very remarkable circulation in 
our own country, and in the Colonies and America; and, besides being 
scattered to the ends of the ee.rth wherever the English tongue is spoken, 
they have been translated into almost every language spoken by Christian 
people, and in to some of the tongues of the heathen besides. ,v hat multi
tudes of conversions have come of these messengers of mercy eternity 
alone will disclose: we have beard enough to make our cap run over with 
unutterable deligbL. Shall not the God of bonndless goodness be ex
tolled and adored for this? The reader cannot know so well as the 
preacher whlit this printing of sermous involves. This is a tax upon the 
brain of a most serious kind, and yet it has been endured, aud still Lhe 
public read the sermons,-best proof that all their freshness has not 
departed. Oh Lord, all our fresh springs are in thee, else had our 
ministry long 1,ince been dried up at tbe fountain, the unction would 
have departed, and the power would have fled. Unto the Eternal Spirit 
be infimk glory for his long forbearance and perpetual aid. 
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Ntmed up at the sides of the church, supported by her liberality, 
fostered by her care, and watched over by her love, hundreds of young 
men hRve been trained for the ministry, and have gone forth everywhere 
preachin~ the word. Of these some few have fallen asleep, but the 
great IDHJority still remain in the ministry at home and in the mission 
field, fuithfol to the things which they learned in their youth, and 
persevering in the proclamation of the same gospel which is dear to the 
mother church. When we think of the four hundred brethren preach
ing the gospel at this moment, of the many churches which they have 
formed, and of the meeting-houses they have built, we must ma!mify 
the name of the Lord who has wrought by so feeble an instrumentality. 

Evangel£sts are now supported by the agency at the Tabernacle, and 
sent forth hither and thither to arouse the churches. Upon thi& effort 
a special blessing has rested, enough to fill all hearts with delighted 
thankfulness. 

During a considerable period hundreds of orphans have been fed, and 
clothed, and trained for time and eternity beneath the wings of the 
church of God, and many scores of these are now engaged in honourable 
business, prospering in life, in membership with Christian churches, and 

• delighting to own themselves in a special manner children of the Taber
nacle, sons of the Stockwell Orphanage. This is a well-spring of joy 
sufficient for a life. Those who have laboured with us in this holy 
work have a wealth of satisfaction in looking back upon the way 
wherein the Lord bath led us in this benevolent enterprise. Both the 
providence and the grace of God have been abundantly illustrated 
in this delightful service. If the story could ever be fully written-as 
it never can be-it would redound to the praise of the faithful, promise
keeping Saviour, who said to us at the first, "My God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 

Nor is this all, nor can all be told. An army of colportenrs at this 
present moment .covers our country; ninety or more men are going 
from house to house with the word of God and pure literature, endeav
ouring to enlighten the dark hamlets, and to reach the neglected indi
viduals who pine a.lone upon their sick beds. Priestcraft is thus assailed 
by an agency which it little expected to encounter. Where a Noncon
formist ministry could not be sustained for want of means, a testimony 
has been kept alive which has sufficed to fetch out the chosen of the 
Lord from amid the gloom of superstition, and lead the Lord's elect 
away from priests and sacraments to Christ and the one great sacrifice 
for sin. This work grows and must grow from year to year. 

The poor but faithful ministers of our Lord have had some little 
comfort rendered to them by a quiet, unobtrusive work, which has sup
plied them with parcels of useful books: a work which is onl}'. ours, 
and yet most truly ours, because it is performed in cunstan_t pam and 
frequent anguish by her who is our best of earthly blessmgs. The 
Boole Fiend has a note all its own, but we could not refrain from hear
ing it as it swells the blessed harmony of service done during the 
twenty-five years. "She that tarried at home divided the spoil." 

Time would fail us to rehearse the whole of the other enterprises 
which have sprung up around us, and were ,ve inclined to do so and to 
become a fool in glorying we should not be able, for bodily weakness 
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pkiokB us by the sleeve and criN "For'bear." We will forbe,u·, but not 
till we ha.ve exclaimed, "Whiat hth God wrought I " Nor till we have 
not«i w;th })f'cnliM" gratitude that to 1111 is doubly fulfilled the promi11e, 
" Instead of the fat.lrer8 t1!ii11U be the children.'' Our sons have elready 
begun to fulfil onr lack of aervi~ and will do eo more and more if our 
infirmities increaae. 

It WIii! ri,:rht and seemly that at the clo!!e of this period of twenty
fi.-e yeani @ome testimonial should be offered to the pestor. The like 
ha!; been wo1tbily done in other CRBell, and brethren have accepted a 
sum of mfflley which they well deserv-ed, and which they have very 
properly laid aside RB a provision for their families. In our case it did 
not seem to us at all fitting that the offering should come into our own 
pm-sc: our conscience and heart revolted from the idea. We could 
without sin have accepted the gifl; for our own need, but it seemed 
not to be right. We haV'e been so much more in the hands of God 
than most, l!o mnch less an agent and so much more an instrument, 
that we could not claim a grain of credit. Moreover, t.he dear and 
h1,noured brethren and sisters iu Christ who have surrounded us these 
meny years have really themselves done the bulk of the work, and· God 
forbid that we should monopolize honour which belongs to al.I the 
saint~ ! Let the offering come by all means, bnt let it return to the 
source from whence it CRD:!e. There are many poor in the church, far 
more than friends at a distance would imagine--many of the most godly 
poor, "widows indeed," and partakers of the poverty of Christ. To 
aid the church in its holy duty of remembering the poor, which is the 
nearest approach to remembering Christ himself, seemed to us to be 
the highest nee of money; the testimonial will, therefore, go to support 
the aged sister11 in the Almshouses, and thus it will actually relieve the 
funds of the church which are appropriated to the weekly relief of the 
necesRitollt!. Mey the Lord Jesus accept this cop of cold water which 
is off'ered in hit1 name ! We see the Lord's servants fetching for us 
water from the well of Bethlehem which is within the gate, and as we 
see them cheerfully and generously setting it at our feet we thank 
them, thank them with tears in our eyes, but we feel that we mnet not 
drink thereof; it mllt!t be poured out before the Lord. So let it he. 
0 Lord accept it ! 

Wapt's ~our ftrsmuian? 

SOME years ago a visitor said to a poor wounded soldier, who lay 
dying in the hospital, " What church are you of?'' " Of the 

church of Christ," he replied. "I mean, what persuasion are yon o~ ?'' 
" Persue.sion," said the dying man, as he looked heaven ward, beam1_ng 
with love t.o the Saviour, " I am persuaded that neither death, nor hfe, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
shell be able to separate me from the love of God, which is in Christ 
,Terns." Kone sbouldrest contented witb any hope less sure or bright. 
~Fr01,, Day to hay. By RoBERT MACDONALD, D.D. 
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Jmdarltrs~ jlacks. 
OUR excellent oontemporary The Watchman, of Boston, t" nited 

States, has an article npon American churches and their diffi
culties in finding pastoi,s which is singularly applicable to the condition 
ofthings in England. We quot.e the whole paragraph:-

" It is sad to eee sheep without a shepherd, and as sad to see a 
church without a pastor. At the present time a number of our 
most able churches are in a pastorless condition. The First 
Church in Olevelaud has no successor to Dr. Gardner. Emanuel 
Church, in Albany, has not filled the place of Dr. Bridgman. The 
First Church in Chicago comes into the number of the pastorless. 
The old First Church in New York, for the first time in many years, 
has a vacant pulpit. Warren Avenue Chun:h, in Boston, still 
waits. The Tabernacle Church, Albany, parts with Rev. Frank 
Morse, and puts up the sign, 'Pulpit to let.' The Fourth Church 
in Philadelphia mourns the withdrawal of its favourite. Other 
great churches are without pastors. The question arises, 'What 
is the matter ?' We ask not why the pastor11 left, for in most 
cases the reason is obvious. But why is not the pulpit filled ? 
Why should Emanuel Church and the Cleveland Church be so 
many months in securing a new minister ? There seems to be a 
fal11e taste prevailing in our churches which prevents any speedy 
settlement of a pastor when a vacancy occurs. The habit is to 
send all about the country to find some wonderful man to do some 
wonderfol work. When a' supply committee' is chosen, they look 
over the field, and get their eyes upon some brilliant man who is 
supposed to stand at the head of the list. They have the most 
important field in the country, and feel sure the genius will come. 
They call, and the call is declined. Then the committee strike a 
notch lower. Now they are sure, but the elect says, 'No.' Then 
they try again-a notch lower, with the same result. By this time 
the committee has learned something. The church is taught 
humility, and a call is given to some fair man, who accepts, and 
the machinery gets in motion again. What is to become of these 
great pastorless churches ? They are too big for our theological 
institutions to fill. They are too important for an ordinary race 
of ministers. They find nobody in the country equal to their 
necessities. What is to be done? We might import Spurgeon, 
but he refuses to be imported. We might call Hugh Stowel Brown, 
but he will not come. Certain it is that churches must be more 
moderate in their wants, or we must have a new race of ministers 
raised up by some special providence. As it is, we have too many 
big churches, or too many little men. The churches are often 
made big by fictitious means. They become swollen by self
laudation. Is there no way to swell the ministers? 'IYe know ?f 
a lot of men good enough for the best of th~ va?an~ churc~es 1f 
they could only be swollen a little. An 10st1tut10n to mflate 
ministers so that they would fill vacant pulpits is a desideratum in 
our times, when so many churches find it so hard to ol.,tain the men 
they want." 
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Mr. Watchmnn is wickedly poking fnn when he talks nbont inflatinir 
ministers. No preer.her would be improved by being "swollen," and 
we are quite sure that Th~ Wallchman would be the very first to object 
to the process. The remedJ lies in the opposite direction. Churchc11 
need to be brought down from their exalted notions of themselves, and 
their fll'lf-landetion must come to an end ; or el11e the old proverb will' 
find illust.retion in unexpected quarters-" Pride goeth before destruc
tion.'' When Christian men grow dainty and quarrel with the bread 
of life becam1e it is not baked in silver tins they are evidently in " 
sickly C'ondition, and are in need of something else besides en able 
preacher. When they are strong and vigorous they can feed on good, 
wholesome spiritual meat, served np without the condiments of genius 
and sensationalism : let them judge themselves, and see whether this 
strenJ?"th does not still abide with them, and if so, let them shake off their 
whimsies, and sit down to homely fare, like their brethren. 

We know at the present moment churches which are worthy of all 
honour from their pest history, their position, and their liberality to the 
cause of God-churches which it would be au honour to any man to 
preside over, for they are composed of intelligent, thoughtful, Christian 
men ; and these churches cannot find a minister in all her Majesty's 
three kingdoms. It would be an injustice to charge any one of the
members of those churches with self-conceit, for personally and 
privately they are each one sober-minded and lowly; but there 
is a certain something called "the church and its status," of 
tvhich they ere very proud, and when they meet together in their 
corporate capacity this " church and statue'' is paramount in their
thcinghts, and they ere as puffed up about it as they well can be. 
"We must have a man of the first order. It matters not how long 
we wait, nor where we look, nor what we give ; our church is of such 
a character and occupies snch a position that only a first-class preachei· 
can be thought of." Filled with this idea, these brethren have heard 
some of the excellent of the enrth, and have enjoyed their ministry, 
but they have conscientiously denied themselves the privilege of inviting 
them to the pastorate, because they have felt that these admirable 
brethren were Jacking in classical attainments, or in brilliant oratory. 
For themselves, and for their children, the esteemed ministers 
whom they have heard were all they could desire; bnt there were 
learned men outside, or men supposed to be learned, persons of 
influence, or persons thought to be influential, hovering round the 
church doors, and for the sake of these the sound, edifying divine mast. 
be put on one side while they looked for a brother who would be abreast 
of the times, and would meet the philosophical tnrn of thought eo 
current among •• our more thoughtful young men." We confess to a 
smile w; we write the lest five words; fur we have heard of these gentle
men so often that we have the same awe of them as of" the Conserva
tive working-man." These churches have several time;; hit npon the 
right men, as they thought, and have endeavoured to entice tli_eu~. a\_\'ay 
from the congregations over which they were settled, bnt their invita
tions Lave been relilpectfully decliued. They are still looking out, and 
probably will be looking out for anything under th~ nex~ quarter of a 
cemury, unlesE they can m1Jdil5· aud moderate thell" notions of what 
they ought to find i.n a minister. 
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Besides the risks which they ran by rem11ining so long pastorless, 
risks hy no means to be nuder-rated, there is one which they forget, 
namely, that when they do make their choice they will probably select 
n m1m for less worthy of their election than eeveral whom they have 
possed over. The old story of the boy in the wood who needed a stiek, 
bnt felt that with so many aronnd him he should be sure to meet with 
n better one hy-ond-by, has been repeated hundreds of times. That 
worthy, es we all know, came at last to the end of the copse, and was 
obliged to cnt any one he could find, having passed hy scores of better 
ones earlier in the doy. 

One of the best things that e church can do is to catch a minister 
young, and train him for themselves. Some of the happiest and longest 
pastorates in our denomination commenced with the invitation of a 
young man from the country to a post for which he was barely quali
fied. His mistakes were borne with, bis efforts were encouraged, and 
he grew, and the church grew with him. His pastorate continued for 
many a year, since hP. was under no temptation to leave for another 
position, because he felt at home, and could say, like one of old, " I 
dwell among mine own people." If our large churches will not try 
young men, but must all be provided with tried, experienced, eminent 
pastors, there will probably be many vacant pulpits, and a great 
many reasons for their being vacant will be stated by letter-writers in 
the religions newspapers-reasons all more or Jess amusing because 
they show how men can spin theories, as spiders spin webs, oat of their 
own interiors, making a little substance go a very long way. God has 
promised to send the churches pastors according to his own heart, but 
not according to the hearts of those who eay " Our pulpit is one of the 
most important in the denomination, and therefore we want something 
more than sound gospel preaching." Our Lord will never suffer the 
churches to be destitute of soul-winning and edifying ministers, bot be 
bas never promised to give them orators, poets, philosophers, and deep 
thinkers. The gifts of the Spirit he will not withhold, bot there are 
gifts of mind which are rare, and always will be rare so long as the 
earth remaineth, and these he may not see fit to give to a larger average 
of men iu this age than in former periods. If the churches direct 
their choice by these rare mental attainments, the selection of a pastor 
will be difficult in all cases, and growingly difficult as the number of 
our churches shall be multiplied. 

We by no means suggest that pastors should be chosen in a hurry, or 
that intelligent churches should select ignorant ministers, or that zeal 
and spirituality should alone be considered in the election ; on the 
contrary, we heartily recognise the need of care, and we sympathize with 
the difficulties felt by onr larger churches in finding suitable preachers. 
It is far better to wait for years than to be carried away by a few 
starring sermons, and choose a man who will cling to the church like a 
limpet, and suck out its very life like a fungus. Better no man than 
the wrong man. Onr larger and more educated churches might with 
advantage have refined and learned men as their leaders. We believe 
that the more a man knows the better, a11d the more culture he bas 
the better; but at the same time education, refinement, talent, and 
culture are not everything, and the admiration of tliem may be cLl.rried 
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R greet deal too far. Gifts moy be exalted above graces, and the Rowers 
of neture mode to rival the frnit.s of the Spirit ; and this will be a 
grievous error. We also believe that large end influential churches 
1,hou ld, m; o rule, look out men of considerable experience end proved 
ability to be their spiritual overseers, but even this moy be oTerdone. and 
:-o much overdone that, when the Lord sends the right man for the place, 
he moy be rejected, because of his yonth, to the church's serious loss. 
Let the highe1St and holiest ends of the gospel ministr, be well con-
1,idered, and let a pa.i;tor be sought for mainly wilh the view of edifying 
the church and glorifying God, and we are persuaded that a pastor will 
be found ere long. Let the brethren meet in prayer continually, end 
lay their case before the great Head of the church, and we feel per
suaded that he who holds the ~even stors in bis right hand will find a 
:,tar for each pleading church. We are far from wishing to insinuate that 
the pastorless churches have not prayed already, but we would urge them 
o greater importunity in supplication, and beg them to couple with 
heir earnest request a foll resolve to have a man not so much of their 
:wn choice as of the Lord's own choosing. We may not succeed when 
>re pray for a pastor after our own ideal. but we cannot fail when we 
lay all our wishes and desires at the Meeter's feet, and cry, " Send by 
whomsoever thou wilt send." This business must become more divine 
md less iinman; we must look up as well as look around, and we shall 
lnd the npward glance to be the more successful. 

C. H. 8; 

QEitnml Juuisgnttnf. 
t VENERABLE minister, with compassionate earnestness, once 
/1. preached a sermon upon eternal punishment. On the next day 
10me thoughtless men agreed that one of their number should go to 
him, and, if poseible, draw him into a discussion. He went· accord'
mgly, and began the conversation, saying, " I believe there is a small 
iispute between yon and me, and I thought that I wonld call this 

morning and try to settle it." "Ah!'' said the good man, "what is 
it ?" " Why," he replied, "you say that the woe of the finally impeni
tent will be eternal, and I do not think it will." " Oh, if that is all,'' 
he answered, " there is no dispute between yon and me. If you tarn 
to Matthew xxv. 26, you will find that the dispute ie between yon and 
the Lord J esue Christ, and I advise you to go immediately and settle 
it with him." 

m:.vll ~tgrats art ~apfisb. 
AT the American and Foreign Bible Society's annual meeting last 

year, one of the speakers, the Rev. Mr. Lodge, said, "In ~newer 
to the question, why so many of the coloured Christians are B11.pt1sts, he 
said lie was of the opinion of an old Negro Baptist, who, when 
asked Khy this was so, revlied, 'We culled folks hab :10 book larnen, so 
we·re foad and druve to take de Bible straight as it read, and we could 
cun:ec ~c, nc, o,her conclusion.' "-lJaptist A lmanacl.·. 
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BY G. HOLDEN PIKF. 

HAVING long desired to see Northampton, the capital of the leather 
t.rade, we accomplished oar purpose on the second Saturday of last 

October, one of those bright, bracing autumnal days which are the g-lory 
of the fall of the year in our English climate. The train, by the Midland 
route, passes many spots of great historical interest. At Bedford we are 
in the county of Banyan and of namberleee Puritan associations; and 
while we are passing the still delightfully quiet village of Olney, we 
naturally think of poor Cowper-of his hares, his gardening, and his 
summer-house study, then of his charming letters, which now rank 
with our standard literature. Busy Northampton is reached at two 
o'clock, just when the factories are closing for the week, and the work
people are turning out for half-a-day's marketing and relief from toil. 
If it were not for certain drawbacks, a Saturday afternoon in a pro
vincial manufacturing town would constitute one of the happiest sights 
of England. Unhappily many drawbacks are painfully apparent; and 
to some of these, as well as to the means used for their extinction, we 
purpose devoting the present paper. 

Northampton is an ancient town ; so old, indeed, that arch::eologists 
are not able to give an account of its origin. Through the Dark Ages 
the place repeatedly suffered from the warlike factions which then dis
tracted the nation. It has seen sieges and battles too numerous to 
mention; and its area has been wasted twice by fire. Though fortified 
in the Parliamentary interest daring the civil war in the seventeenth 
century, one of the principal churches glorifies the memory of Charles 
II., by retaining a statue of that royal men-y-andrew over its main 
entrance. In walking through the main thoroughfares the flight-seeing 
tourist will find plenty of objects worthy of attention ; and if he cares 
to ascend the tower of the ancient round church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
the view will amply repay him for the trouble and risk of climbing 
worn narrow steps and old ladders. Localities of special interest can be 
pointed oat in various directions; but as oar present business lies in 
the streets below, we have not leisure sufficient to give them attention. 

Probably we should not be exceeding the trath if we were to say that 
Northampton has trebled its population in firty years. In 1833 there 
were some thirteen hundred boot and shoemakers resident in the town ; 
but we have in our own time heard of a manufacturer who would occa
sionally employ a thousand people on his own account. In the old days of 
slower travelling Northampton boasted much of the extensive traffic 
brought by those waggous and coaches which passed daily to and fro 
along the Great North Road; and so carefully were vested interests pro
tected that the railway company were frustrated in their wishes to place !he 
town on the main line. The coaching traffic contributed to enrich 
certain classes of the population; but the era of railways has broug~t a 
commercial activity and a general prosperity which never_ entereu mto, 
the dreams of a fo1·mer generation. Though the extensive sta~les ot 
some favourite ·hostelries may still remain desolate, only to remmd us 
of the days that are gone, great factories have arisen in their stead. and 
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11tr<'eti: of snburhRn Tillas, standing where hedgerows uaed formerly to 
luxnriate, all t<Jll the same story of spiritoo. enterpri11e and abonnding 
wealth. 

If we tarn oar at.tentio!l to the industrial population, we shall find 
thRt. they are injoriom,ly affected by two giant enemies-Drink end 
l nfidelity. If they were all clustered together, the public-houses in this 
one tow-n woold form a large sized villai;re; for in certain spots they 
appenr to stancl ai; thickly as stacke in a rick-yard. But as rivers must 
have their springs, so most drinking-shops have their sources of supply ; 
and, accordingly, iicveral extensive breweries have during the last few 
vears arisen in Northampton. In conversing on local matters, one 
bean; some om in ons references made to the "brewing interest;" and we 
need only look at the great buildings, with their tall chimneys and 
powerful machinery, to understand that that interest is very strong 
indeed. A vast proportion of the workpeople's earnings must go in 
exchange for drink; otherwise brewers and publicans would be less 
thriving than they are. .Abroad in the streets on Saturday night we 
see enough to confirm this testimony. The taverns are doing what the 
vulgar call "a roaring trade"; and in the low parts of the town the 
riotous talk and Bacchanalian songs of a "free and easy" make night 
hideons, while they show how readily youths and girls will crowd the 
path to rain. Some hours later, or after eleven o'clock, other eights 
and sounds are met with which still testify that when the drink is in 
the wits are out. Drunken people stagger hither and thither across 
the path of orderly passengers, they fight and quarrel among themselves, 
and create an uproar at home in a manner too sadly characteristic of 
their class to need depicting. The vested interests of great brewers and 
wealthy pnblicans are necessarily built upon no more worthy founda
tion than the shame and misery of a large proportion of the working 
classes. 

The market-place is BO far a pleasant contrast to all this that it 
resembles a provision fair. Butchers and grocers have their stalls, and 
business is as brisk as it always is wl,ere there are thousands of working 
people abroad with wages in their pockets which they are bound to 
spend. To judge from the large quantity of foreign meat which is 
disposed of, there is no prejudice among cnrriers and shoemen against 
American fed beef and bacon ; and to be impartial the samples ex
hibited of these, as well as the cheese and other articles, are sufficiently 
tempting to satisfy even a fastidious appetite. The cheap-jack and the 
quack vendor of universal remedies for human maladies can each com
mand an audience, many of whom, however, are happily nosLrum proof. 
The scene is on all sides as diversified as it is animated. 

Again, we turn to a darker phase of life ; for the day happens to be 
v.bat tbe townspeople call the Michaelmas Mop-fair for hiring servant 
girls. In past days this was an important insLitution of the county, 
and the maidens really stood in rows to be hired like BO many intelli
gent cattle. However picturesque this custom may have been, it has 
now become obsolete as an ordeal too humiliating and dangerous for 
country women to undergo with impunity. At the same time the 
aucient cuatc,rn lingers, and if it should ever die at all the fair shows a 
di5}-JUSitic,n to die liard. As it iE, troops of girls Jiving in the outlying 
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country districts regard the day 88 a holiday, Rnd come into the 
town by way of recreation. They may be seen all about the main streetA 
mnking strennons endee.vonre to enjoy themselves, and looking as if 
they sncccoded in doing so in the rough fashion which is alone possible 
under the circumstances. Still, ne night draws on apace the spectacle is 
not e. cheery one ; and the notice pat np at the Corn Exchange, "A 
Ball to-night-admission sixpence each"; is not in any seMe re
o.eeuring. It may be very business-like on the part of the Exchange 
managers to look well after the main chance, to let no opportunity slip 
of making money, and so to attract inexperienced young creatures into 
the arena of temptation for the sake of their sixpences ; but we should 
certainly have respected them more if, in this respect, they had shown 
less enterprise. A large number of girls, young men, and hobbledehoys 
paid for admission ; and on looking into the great room we saw enough 
to convince us that to many such a place might prove the very threshold 
of ruin. At first sight it seemed perfectly amazin!! that young women to 
whom a good name was their c11pital, and perhaps their only fortune, 
should voluntarily trifle with a reputation which, like the bloom on 
summer fruit, is lost for ever if lost at all. The hilarity of the fair 
without, with its horse laughter and coarse sports, was sufficiently de
pressing; but it was a stage above the sixpenny ball-room, where the 
very mirth produced a sickening effect until we were glad to turn 
away. 

While perambulating the streets with a gentleman who kindly acted 
as guide and informant in general on local topics, we naturally made 
enquiries respecting the work of the town missionary ; and finding that 
this deserving Christian brother was well known, we turned duwn a 
side street, knocked at the door of a certain little house, and before we 
thoroughly realized the fact, we were earnestly engaged in cenversation 
with a man we looked upon for the first time. Our new friend, who had 
a very open, cheery countenance, spoke about hia work with an enthu
siasm which was irresistible. His heart was in his work, and so it bad 
need to be, since he labours in a parish where a third part of the six 
thousand inhabitants are deists, infidels, and atheists. Did any extra
ordinary cases of reclamation occur? 0 yes, many of the ronversions 
were very remarkable. The Bible-reader placed the candle on the table, 
and sitting down in his shirt sleeves he leaned forward resting on his 
arms, and narrated one example after another of the triumphs of grace 
over Northampton secularists. We found that he could also tell of the 
terrific consequences of dying impenitent. In the course of a quarter 
of an hoar we bad come upon the very source of information we were 
longing to find. We listened with greedy ears, and were beyond 
measure interested. How came infidelity to strike its deadly roots so 
deep among the Northampton artisans? What was the temper of its 
professors ? What were the prospects of Christian work in the town? 
These were the questions we ha~ for some time wished to have 
answered, and our newly-found acquaintance was the very mau to 
illuminate our understanding. 

During some years we have usually regarded Northampton as a dark 
spot upon the map of England, as one of the strongholds, in point of 
fact, of the unbelieving world. We found, ho1vever1 that Atheistieal 
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&-cu]erism was not preciRely the kind of thing we had supposed it to 
be. Jn itself the system is 88 deadly as anything which the devil and 
deluded men could invent ; out it is not easy fot· the h11man heart to 
Tellt upon snch a foundation and hnsh itself into peace. A woman like 
:Mii:s :M artinean mi~ht be able to travel, in a few natural stagos, from a 
Socinian meetinir-honse to the goal of blank atheism; and in a 
quernloui;, chattering old age talk about peace, and the breues of 
nature ; the c.ase is far different with thoughtful working men, who 
ha,•e not quite forgotten their Sunday-school lessons learned in pBBt and 
happier years. They did not start from the Socinian half-way house; 
and -when they we.Et to be right, and yet all the while can only hupe 
that their system is true, it is terribly difficult work to live a Secu
larist, and to determine to die one. It is comparatively easy to fill 
the head full of arguments, but, desperately wicked as it is by nature, 
the heart will not alnys follow. The Secularist may live the life of a 
dare-de¥il, but he is never sure that he is right. There is a vulnerable 
spot upon his heart, his eye yields before the cold glance of the last 
enemy. Ou this account a pa.rieh which is confessedly a hotbed of 
atheism m~ prove to a devout mind a school of unanswerable 
Christian evidence. The manner in which secularism breaks down in 
sickness and death is one of the finest possible testimonies that the 
gospel alone can supply the wants of man in the hour of need. Let 
us give a case in point on the authority of our trustworthy friend, 
the missionary. 

A year or two ago there was a man living at Northampton who went 
by the name of Old C--, and for some years prior to 0--'s last 
illness he was well known to the Bible-reader. Though only an 
ordinary artisan the man prided himself on his intelligence ; be read 
books and periodicals ; he attended '' Free thought"· lectures ; he 
thought for himself, and whatever he did or left undone in the 
world the man fully determined to be consistent throuj.!hout and 
to •· die like a brick." Being an extreme radical in politics, and 
an uncompromising partisan of the Secularist leaders, who from 
time to time visited the town, 0-- did not care even to engage in 
coD\·ersation, save when talking gave him an opportunity of opposing 
the claims of Cbristi8.llity. During five long years the man was visited 
bv tLe Bible-reader, but nothing could be made of him; it seemed as 
l1ktly that the heavens would fall as that the unbeliever would yield his 
positions. He gave out that be was thoroughly decided and satisfied; 
he intended to hold on as an atheist tiJl the last, and then to reflect 
credit on his profession by dying as he had lived . 

.!.bout twelve months before his death 0-- received into hie 
Louse a lodger, a single young man, whose mind was soon assailed by 
his landlord's notions. Because no chance was allowed to go by, these 
endeHours were partially successful: the gospel was rejected; atheism 
wai, Lailed as a system worthy of universal acceptance. There was, how
e.er, one weak place in the young man's mind-the thought of death 
inEpired him with extreme horror. He could look up to his elder friend 
&.nd respect Lis opinions; but still the question would be asked, "How 
til1a/L !/011 get on at death!'" "My boy," answered C--, feeling that 
liiE pnde was touched in a tender place, "if you are with me in the 
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hour of death you will see me die like a brick.'' In his own home C-
wae tolerably kind and affeble, and on this account his lodger becRme 
attechcd to him, and correspondingly prej 11diced against Christianity. 

In course of time the young man left the house of his old friend, 
married the woman of his choice, and seL up a home of his own. Then 
came other changes; for as he increased in years C--'s failing eye
sight necessitated his going into the workhouse. To a hard working 
man the sorest croee in life has come when he goes on the parish, and 
we are not aware that C-- was any exception to the rule. Be that as 
it may, the young man manifested unwonted interest when he heard of 
his late landlord's misfortunes, and he heartily, as well as generously, 
formed his plane accordingly. He had not forgotten the boast about 
being able to die like a brick, and he wished to test, in a straight
forward manner, a sceptic's courage in prospect of death. With Lhis 
object in view, he actually offered the infirm old infidel a room rent-free, 
the privilege of being allowed to witness the last victory in an atheist's 
career being regarded as ample remuneration. The offer was grate
fully accepted, without the aged man's being aware of the thoughts 
which were coursing through his friend's mind. 

After leaving the workhouse C-- gradually became weaker, and at 
last he necessarily remained indoors, without any prospect of being 
able again to go abroad. The time of sifting and of testing had come. 
If th1ire was anything supporting in atheism, now let it be proved. In 
health and strength a resolve h:i.d been made to '' die like a brick;" if 
the Bible was not what it professed to be, all things were favourable to 
the keeping of the resolution. The poor old man sorely needed some
thing to comfort him; for ae he lay half blind and helpless he seemed 
to lack all that was cheering, both as regards this world and the next. 
The enemy was at the door ; what could he say to him ? A. set of 
principles that had fed self-conceit in the day of strength were nothing 
now; or if they were anything they were nothing better than a set of 
phantoms which had allured him on to destruction, to leave him alone 
in anguish at last to shift for himself. Through wakeful nights and 
long monotonous days the man lay thinking of his sad state, and at 
length he said to his wife, '' I can't die like this!" What ? not after 
all that he had professed? Not after having declared through a long 
life that he would close up by dying like a brick? Well, what 
then ; would he like to see the Scripture-reader ? He thought it 
extremely doubtful whether the district visitor would come, but if the 
wife would make a trial he should be glad. The woman went on her 
errand, the .Bible-reader at once responded to the call, to find C-
helpless in a chair. " 0 sir," he cried, "I am glad to see you; I was 
afraid you would not come. I ask you to forgive me the many hard 
things I've often said." "0, what were they?" asked the reader. 
"You know, sir, I've often called you the old gospel-grinder," answered 
C--. "But 0, I feel very sorry. I know infidelity can do me no 
good. I am like a man tossed about on the sea without an anchor. 

, What shall I do ?" The infidel having been a sailor in younger years, 
he_used a terribly suggestive simile when he spoke of an ~nchorless 
ship; and anxiety marked his features and gleamed out of his eyes as 
he repeated the question, " What shall I do ?" The enquiry called 
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forth a ready answer, however. The Christian friend !poke about the 
gitl. of Christ ; but at once foond that when be had to explain the plan 
of salvation it was necessary to begin at the very be(itinning. Like 
thousands of others, C-- had rejected the gospel without knowin~ 
anything about its nature or the evidence that proved its supernatural 
origin. He now heard about the law, and for the first time listened 
earnestly to the recital ; but when the sequel came of how Christ died 
and took away the curse, tears coursed down the old man's face as he 
cried, "What good news, if I can only get it!" He was assured of 
God's willingness to save to the uttermost, and after being committed 
to his Father's keeping in prayer, he was left in a hopeful condition. 

On the following day, being Friday, C--was visited in the morning, 
a.nd also in the eveninl!. While the hymn "Jesus loves me" was being 
sung he called out, "Yes, I have it now, now Jesus loves me." While 
making a further visit on the succeeding Sabbath, the reader was e.c
com panied by the vicar of the parish and the vicar's wife. •• 0, sir, 
how good God is," said the dying man to the minister, " He has saved 
my i;oul." The vicar spoke about the finished work of Christ and of 
the joys of heaven. The man's face became illumined with joy as he 
asked the friends to sing another hymn, "The great Physician now is 
near." "0 sir," he continued. still looking at the vicar, "how beautiful 
this is ; but O the misspent time ; it will follow me through eternity." 
Though the vicar remarked that what God had forgiven would never be 
remembered, there were still haunting thoughts of misspent time-
thoughts which have power to sting and torture, even after the sweetness 
of pardon is realized. C-- lay for several weeks after this, and per
sistentiy called on tho!!e around not to weep for him, but to weep for 
sin and to have faith in God. During the last few remaining days of 
his life his faith strengthened, and he pl\sesd away triumphantly from 
earth to heaven. If it can be said that U-- died like a brick after 
all, v;e shall have to admit that he did so in a manner quite contrary 
from what was originally intended. 

An experience like the foregoing would seem to prove very conclusively 
that however secularism may seem to cover a man in fair weather, it 
utterly fails when its subjects want a shelter from the storms and ills of 
life during the weakness of age or disease. In nine cases out of ten 
whic!.i come under the notice of the Christian visitor, infidelity breaks 
down in the hour of trial. We mention a truth to avoid any show of 
exaggeration; but in point of fact the proportion is even greater. The 
testimony of the Bible reader is that the imtances in which Secularism 
holds out con1;istently without misgiving till the last are very few and 
far bt!tween. This is a cause for thankfulness; but at the same time 
v;e need not shut our eyes to the unutterable ruin and remorse which 
scepticism is capable of bringing down on the heads of its votaries. 
We are not fond of writing details of this description, though one 
strik:ng example may be given by way of warning. The man M-
wi.e well known to many in Northampton as a bootmaker; and our 
friend t.he reader, who had frequently spoken to him in life about the 
inter-::sts of the soul, also stood by when the messenger of death had 
come. 

M-- was addicted to excessive drinking, and in that respect was unlike 
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Old C--, from whom he also ditrered in some other traitf! of character, 
heing far lees sociable end amiable. C-- well! nl\tnrally goo<l 
natnred ; :M--- wee II more moroAe nnbeliever. AR a rule, he WM too 
proud and self-satisfied even to receive a tract ; and he nsually refnBed 
to converse on religious topics, excer.ting when he happened to be the 
worse for drink; he would then rete1I the qur.etionR and objections he 
had heard started by so-called working men lear:lers itt Secularist meet
ings in the town. Though Northampton is a stronghold of scepticism, 
the entire fabric appears to rest on no firmer foundation than this : 
professional lecturers, who make a living by their ~ailing, do their best 
to revivify old objections !Inch as bring no difficulty to Christian 
scholars, and which have been answered again and again by competent 
critics. The artisans who embrace these opinion'! naturally take the 
one-sided views of men who are constantly hearing only one side, and 
thus the mischief extends its fatal empire. 

On the last Sabbath of his life, M--, in accordance with the cus
tom prevalent among his class, toiled at his trade through the livelong 
day, and in the evening found himself suddenly overtaken by a painfnl 
internal disease. The doctor who was now hastily summoned at once 
pronounced the case to be entirely hopeless. On hearing this doleful 
news the woman with whom M-- had cohabited became so far con
cerned about her paramour's eternal interests that she was not willing 
to stand by and see him die like a dog, without prayer or Scripture 
being uttered at the bedside. In her anxiety or terror she sent for the 
reader, who attended immediately, as requested. Our friend the mis
sionary is not likely ever to Jose his vivid recollections of that Sanday 
night's experience. He approached the dying man, and enquired in kindly 
tones about his condition. There was, however, no time for common
place civilities, for the haggard countenance and the glare of the man's 
eyes as he stared at the intruder with wild intensity told what kind of 
a crisis was at hand. " W onld yon like me to read and pray with yon, 
M-- ?" asked the visitor. "No, it's too late," was the man's reply, 
the very room shaking as he spoke. Terrified at what he beheld, 
the Scripture reader felt the Bible shaking in his hand. Then he 
endeavoured to offer a silent prayer; but he felt as though the heavens 
had become brass, while some invisible influence checked his aspira
tions. He found that he could only stand motionless and helpless, 
an unwilling spectator of the scene. Then he was startled by 
hearing the stricken bootmaker - now a sceptic no longer-call 
out with shocking empbasi_s, "He's mocking! He's laughing!" 
Feeling that his nerves were failing the reader sank into a seat, 
and asked, "Who is mocking, my friend, who is laughing?" "Why 
God !" replied the other_ with a furious stare. Then he would 
continue, " He's laughing ! He's mocking me ! Too late I Too late!" 
T_he terrified reader could say no more, for he believed that the man was 
g_1ven up by the Lord. His confession was heightened by another in
cident observed by no one save himself. The Bible he held opened as 
if of its own accord, and the words which met his eye were, "I also will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fea1' cometh." So far 
the scene was altogether a fearful one, but it was not quite ended. 
The woman, who had usually been recognised as Mri1. M--, stood 

2 
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v.ithin the che.mber ; e.nd, glancing se.ve.gely in the.t direction, the dying 
man had a word for her. "Go out!" he shrieked with peremptory 
eernestness; "Go out; you've helped to damn my soul I" The reader 
harried from the scene. The news next heard told him that M-
we.s dead. 

The two cases we have given will show that there are two ways of 
dying; and that while the pardoning mercy of God can reach to the 
very gates of destruction, as it did in the case of C--, a man may trifio
too long and be surrounded at last with the black night of despair. We
give the case as an example, and as a warning. Already good hRB been 
brought out of evil; for one of the atheistical school who attended with 
others on M-- in his sickness surrendered the principles of Secularism 
once and for ever. It was possible to li"ve without religion, but he had 
seen quite enough to convince him that infidelity was not a thing _to be 
carried into the gathering shades of life's last hours. C-- me.de a 
resolve that he would die like a brick; and he died so much better 
than he intended that some declared he was bought by the parson. 
M--, on the contrary, held on until it was too late to return, and 
found that Secularism brought bitterness and confusion. Two trees 
are before us ; is it not fair to judge of t.hem by their fruits ? 

"igtr.c's fgt ~.o-rh''s iusfu.er." 
"I~ ANY yea.rB ago, when in my country charge, I returned one after
ll'J. noon from e. funeral, fatigued with the day's work. After a long 
ride, I had accompanied the mourners to the churchyard. As I neared 
my stable door, I felt a strange prompting to visit a poor widow who, 
with her invalid daughter, lived in a lonely cottage in an outlying pari 
of the parish. My natural reluctance to make another visit was over
come by a feeling which I could not resist, and I turned my horse's 
head towlll'ds the cottage. I was thinking only of the poor widow's 
spiritual needs; but when I reached her little honee I was struck with 
its look of nnwonted bareness and poverty. After putting a little 
money into her hand, I began to enquire into their circumsta.ncea, and 
found that their supplies had been utterly exhausted since the nigM 
before. I asked them what they had done. "I just spread it out 
before the Lord !" " Did you tell your case to any friend ?" " Oh no, 
sir; naebody kens but himsel' and me ! I kent he wadna forget, but 
I didna ken hoo he wad help me till I saw you come riding ower the 
brae, and then I said, 'There's the Lord's answer !' " Many a time 
has the recollection of this incident encouraged me to trust in the 
loving care of my heavenly Father. 
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~tfttr fr.am aur ~rttvrtn in Jpain. 
BELOVED PREBIDENT,-We are pas~ing through scenes in some 

points similnr to those which the Reformers paAsed through in the 
sixteenth century, nnd through which the renders of The Sword and the 
Trowel pass mentally at their winter evening firesicles as they re,1d of 
those times. We thus hnve some sympathy with D'Anbigne's words 
in the preface to his "Reformation," where he says that "He was called 
by the circumstances in which he was placed in Germany and in his own 
country to take part in struggles similar to theirs (the Reformers') .. 
The fields of labour on which he was engagP.d were, it is true, not ex
tensive; the battles he had to fight were, in comparison to theirs, to 
use a celebrated expression of Voltaire, but as a tempest in a tumbler 
-Une wmpete dans une verre d)eau, while those of the Reformers were 
like the ocean storms which beat and break to pieces the sturdiest 
ships." 

We labour amongst a people as ignorant as that before which a monk 
could rise and say, ~ They have invented a new language, which they 
call Greek, and all who read it infallibly become heretics; and as for 
the Hebrew, my brethren, those who study it immediately become 
Jews." The priests are as boldly liars as the writer of the decretals of 
Isidore, and are immoral enough to be described in the main by Luther's 
words : " Every man feels disgust when he sees or hears of an ecclesi
astic.'' Even their bishops think the priests bad enough to tell them 
in conclave that the church greatly owes its low state to the im
moral conduct of the priests; and as for the.civil authorities, they join 
with the ecclesiastical power to give battle to the spreading of the 
word of God. We are also glad to add that as the people in Luther's 
day longed for something better than the domination of Rome, so we 
find it now. This may help to explain much that you may read about 
Spanish work, and it may be, in a special manner, what we are now 
about to write. 

As we told you, when we saw you last, we wish to hire preaching
places in the villages and small towns about Vigo. The last placenpon 
which we fixed was Redondella, a small town scarcely three leagues from 
Vigo, toward the fanatical town of Santiago. We went one fine morn
ing to spy out the place, and, as we P,Xpected, on our arrival we found 
one firm friend, a man who bad been converted at one of our meetings 
here in Vigo. We left him to look out for a house fit for onr purpose. 
He found one, on which we fixed. But now begins the "tempest." 
The bishop of the diocese autborises the priests to rent any house 
which we may be endeavouring to obtain at any cost; and what with 
their threatenings and promise of more rent, the landlord refused us 
the house, and let it to the priests. No matter, we got another and a 
better, and there is no fear of the priests getting it. 

We have arrived from Vigo, and have gone down from the railway 
station to the meeting place. Our friend the carpenter has done his 
work. There is the little platform, there are the seats, unpretentious 
enough certainly. Now, thank God for giving us the house,* thank 

• What a number of towns and villages in the imm~diate neighbourhood, easily 
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God for enablilij? ns to furnish 11.11other meeting-place! May meny come, 
and fill it. and may the g-lory of God fill it too during tlic prPaching. 
Oh to think thRt in this place for oenturi98, if ever, &he goapel •ho.a not 
been preached! Two or three men oome to the door. "Come in, 
friends-take seaai," end so they do. 

Wh~te,·er noise is that ? The whole town must be np. Shout after 
shout from doirens of voices ! "Mueran los Protestantes I" (Let the 
·Protestants die). If that continue, farewell preaching this night, and 
farewell congregation too, for what Spaniard ever so desirous of coming 
will dare pallll through the mob, 11,s pass he must if he come llo the 
meeting ? Here comes one who has done it, all excited and panting with 
fear: Hear him! The priests have hired those reseals I They ere 
bearing two large banners, with a cariooture of Luther, and the super-
6Cription-" Out with Luther!" So gasps out our new comer between 
breaths ; and one who accompanied us from Vigo, bearing a piece of 
canvas about five feet long, says, "Yes, and here is one of the banners." 
The fact is, the last speaker, a Christian, not knowing much of Christian 
practice just yet, had set npon the whole mob and·robbed them of their 
ensign. What could we do P 

"Yon receive the people, a.nd I'll see the magistrate,'' we said one to 
the other, and we went into the black and dark night, thinking God 
alone can make us sa.fely reach th~ magistrate's office. Here we ap
proach the first crowd. How shall we pass through it ? God had pro
vided for it long ego. "One she.11 chue a thoUBand." The fear of the 
Lord w.as upon the people ; a.nd when we approached, crowd after crowd 
fted as fast u did the Philistines after their champion had been slain. 
We reminded the magistrate of hie duty to keep public order; and re
turned to onr friends. Bnt what howling! What a din of yelling of 
" Let Luther die ! Ont with you I out with yon ! Let the Protestants 
die ! let the Protestants die !" And all this coming from a hundred 
voices at onoe. Imagine this repeated as we pass through crowd after 
crowd, all in the dark, only a feeble oil lamp here and there making 
darknas.s visible. Last of e.ll, when we arrived a.t the most lonely and 
dark part of the way, the whole gang gnashed and yelled behind us, 
and we could only think, "My son!, wait thou only upon God, for 'f!J-Y 
expectation is from him ;" and, tha.n.ks be unto God, we did return with 
0111' lives. 

" Why ever did yon go among such fanatics ? Of course, nobody 
after this came to hear?" Quite the contrary. We are not allowed to 
advertise oor meetings ; bnt no advertisement could have served our 
turn half so well as this pries~ly manifestation. Not a person is there, 
either far or near, who does not know all about onr meetings after that 
most notorious yelling. Do not thmk the noise represented the feelings 
of the majority. Now that these men had done all that they could 
against ns as they thought, they fell into the pit which they had digged. 

a.cct:iiBible, need the gospel ! Of course in every new place we open we have to pay 
for furni..ihing and the rent. Money received from the Tabernacle aaoisted us te 
furnish this place; and we threaten if we receive plenty of money and p~ayers from 
the readers of T/i,e Sword and tke Tru,ul, to drive the whole of th.e prie~ta out of 
G-u1icii. ! W.11.11.t more could anybody want, exoopt it be the salvation of the sheep 
wb~u forliu.ken by these wolves? 
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Not only did they annonnce our meetings to others more favo11r,1hly 
inclined, hut they even disgusted their own party; and staunch Roman 
Cat.holies came to us at the commencement of the senice, saying, '' We 
have come to protest against this ecandalons affair." One of the prin
cipal men of the town came right through the crowd np to the door, 
ond said, " I cannot come into your meeting, my comcience forhidi;;• 
that; but I come to protest against what the prie3tB have done to
night." Another gentleman stood with ns in the midst of the crowd 
in the open mBrket-place, saying, "I am sorry, gentlemen, for whRt is· 
taking place ; but rather than yon should be harmed, I will be the first 
to die." A third passing throngh the crowd said to the distnrbers, 
"Leave that nonseme. I am going to the meeting, yon come along." 
All seemed hnshed as by magic; and during the preaching not a single 
sound was heard to interrupt, either from within or without Thn!J 
began, continued, ceased, and resulted in good, the maehination11 of the 
priests. 

"Not a good preparation for preaching," you think. Ah, but there 
was One there who could say, " Be still and know that I am God"; ay, 
and beside all that, who could help preaching ? Man ! See those peop~ 
crowding into the small room; and others crowding outside too, who 
had never heard the everlasting gospel before ! Why, it would nearly 
make the dumb speak! Begging help and power from God, we told 
them about him of whom the angel said to Joseph, "Thon shalt call 
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins." We told 
them that he saves from the punishment of sin by being punished for 
us on the cross ; from the power by his Holy Spirit changing onr hearts; 
from the practice of sin in the same manner, for whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not. Ay, he himself saves. Not Mary, blessed as she was 
and is; not Peter, nor any saint. He came to save his people,-his 
people, those chosen ones of God, who everywhere recognise their Re
deemer, and proclaim him with shouting both Saviour and King. 

During the preaching much seriousness reigned. Nods of assent 
came from every quarter. The fact is, the people dnring the meeting 
were being undeceived. Those to whom the priests had said of us,
" They neither believe in God nor Christ,''-saw that the reverse was the 
case. Those to whom they had said, "They speak evil of the Virgin," 
heard her praised; and people who had been informed that we were 
licentious men, heard good works put into their proper place. Yes, 
and best of all, those who have been from their youth np accustomed 
to see heaven bought and sold, heard of a Saviour who not only saves 
without our money, but morEI, who himself pays in blood the ransom 
of souls. 

All retired quietly, some having stayed a while behind to bid ns wel
come to the town, and explain that the meeting-place was far too small, 
and that a crowd had to go away for lack of room. If, after the 
novelty has passed away, there be necessity, we hope to obtain a larger 
place from the same landlord. 

"You spoke about the civil authorities joining with the priests." 
Yes, and on Lord's-day last we went to preach, and when in the pulpit 
giving out the first hymn, the sergeant of police came right into the 
chapel iu full uniform, his sword by his side, and said, " The pastor or 



22 LETTER FROM OUR DRETHREN IN SPAIN, 

pastori, mn11t et once prel!ent theml!elve11 in the magi11trate's office," We 
were thus taken from our pulpit, obliged to leave our congregation, and 
on pain of disobedience to go to the magistrate. All that thil! 
fonl'tionary had to say to ns was, " I have complaints that either 
yon, or your dependents, have been pubicly propagating your religious 
Tiews; and I will write to Pontevedra and ask the governor to allow me 
to proceed against you legally." " We have no dependents; we have 
made no public manifestation" (it happened this time to be so). "Have 
yon anything farther to say ?'' "No." "Well, you have broken the law 
in a grave matter; you have, contrary to law, entered our chapel, taken 
ns from the very pulpit, and have kept our congregation waiting for ue. 
This we have witnesses to prove. Good day." 

Now, what can English readers think of such barbarous conduct ae 
this ? Here are priests and legal authorities linked together, the latter 
even breaking, in the most shameless manner, the law which they are 
set, up to enforce. What motives can they hne ? Of coarse, they mean 
to frighten the ignorant. Poor people, what do they know of the law, 
and how can they understand, but in the sense most unfavourable to 
the gospel, an armed chief of police taking the minister from the pulpit? 

We visited the place again, end had our week-night meeting on 
Tuesday last, and learned that they a.re getting up the said case against 
us. How annoying all this is your readers will understand. We are 
expecting, at every moment, the police officers to come and haul ne 
away to answer an unfounded charge, perhaps, backed up by a hundred 
false witnesses; but the Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is 
our refuge, and we calmly look to him. Of course we have written to 
the English ,ice-consul here, and by this time he will have asked an 
explanation of the mal!'istrate as to his illegal conduct; but this would 
not hinder the case going on against us. We should be glad if you would 
remember us at the Monday evening prayer-meeting, praying that we 
may be delivered from these wicked men, and that the congregation 
may not decrease. 

"Yes, yes, but yon know very well there are no results in your Spanish 
work.'' Indeed ! yon a reader of The Sword and the Trowel, and think 
any of the students of the Pastors' College preach without souls being 
saved ! The fact is, with respect to much of our work there are results 
which we can know nothing about for the present. On the seed-plot of 
many a hundred souls during our six years' labour in Spain the seed of 
the kingdom of God has been sown. We sowed it broadcast among 
zbousands daring our stay in Barcelona; we expect fruit from our 
preaching in the open-air, from village to village, round about Madrid; 
thousands have heard in Corunna the word of life ; and of Vigo we 
may say the same. True, we hope there are many results we know 
nothing about; but also with respect to what we know, we thank God 
that he has not allowed our efforts to be fruitless. In our last letter we 
spoke of five baptized and received into church fellowship in Coru~na. 
Since then we have received twenty others. Shortly after, we left t~ehttle 
company with its own native pastor, having endeavoured durrng two 
years to give him what instruction we could. They continue hold(ng 
:.heir ground till now, and the last news is that the congregat10n 
:.Ucreases, and others are near the kingdom. In Vigo, where we 
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now laboar, we are neither without manifest fruit nor signe of life. 
We had baptized oar first four, lately we baptized two-a hasbe.nd 
and wife. One, anxious about hie eoul, fastened upon the pe.sse.D'e, 
"Enter into thy closet, and when thon hast shut the door, p~ay 
to thy Father which is in secret, and t,hy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly." He has obeyed, and does obey the 
command : and amidst the yells and blasphemies of his own household, 
continues to do it. Who can doubt the resnlt? The other day a young 
prodigal came amongst us-a regular rascal. He had been tempted 
by another J oseph's mistress to enter into deeper sin than he had been 
accustomed to. When about to plunge in be got amongst ue, God 
found him, filled him with sorrow and joy-sorrow for sin, and plen
teous joy in the Lord. His head, heart, and mouth are full of Christ. 
Because he confessed him with his month he lost his situation. He 
has obtained other means of getting a livelihood, and is unchanged 
,in his open confession of Christ. This morning an old man who sits 
at the wayside begging confessed to having received sight from the 
touch of the Son of David. "I am seventy-seven years of age. My 
wife, two-and-a-half months ago, was taken from me. The people call 
me a fool becaase I believe in Jesus. I can scarcely walk, but night 
and day the word of' Christ is present with me, and I have peace and 
joy in my heart. Jesus paid my debt on the cross, and at death heaven 
is mine." Ah! fruit! we have fruit, and our heart bounds with joy, 
to hear an old, ignorant man of seventy-seven say, " I found J esns of 
Nazareth as he passed by;" the prodigal of twenty, '' I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee," or any other, amidst the music and 
the dancing heard by faith, rejoicing in conscious pardon. 

" W c have fruit such as this, the priesthood and government being 
unfavourable, withal?" Yes, for God is on our side; and the people 
know that we are in the right. Wellington, who engaged in acampai!!;n 
different from ours just about these parts, never departed while the 
bulk of the population was for him, whether the government showed 
.petty aversion or no. This is our case. The government is hostile, but 
we have the vox populi, and, best of all, the omnipotent vox De·i, on our 
side ; and not only have we good comfort, but we, with all engaged in 
similar services, are sure to win. 

Yours, beloved President, 

Vigo, Dec. 2, 1878. 
Placer de Afuera, Spain, 13-2° 

Most affectionately, 
THOS. BLAlliRE, 

J. P. WIGSTONE. 

[It is time that these two brethren were not only specially remem
bered in prayer, but helped also in a pecuniary sense. They depend 
wholly upon the Lord, and therefore the Lord's stewards should think 
upon them for good. We will gladly forward anything which may be 
,sent by us.-C. H. S.J 
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~aualty ta i~rist a jaurtt of ~istnrbauct iu 
tve 6arl~: 

RT E. C. PIKE, B.A.,, OF BIRM:INOHAM. 

THE charm of the meetings held this evening is the earnest purpo11e 
which the promoters of them have in view. It is hoped that they 

may serve to deepen and intensify our spiritual life, and send us back 
to our work more resolute in our endeavours to advance the kingdom of 
our Lord. I read the other day of a Scottish clergyman who, being 
absent from his pulpit one Sanday morning, e.sked the beadle on his 
return what sort of a service they had had. The reply was, "Weel, sir, 
iL was ower plain and simple for me. I like those sermons beet that; 
jumbles the joodgment and confoonds the sense." And the beadle 
pa.id his pastor the compliment of adding that he did not know anyone 
who was eqnal to him in that respect. A proportion of the people who 
attend our places of worship seem to come only for form's sake. If they 
do not exactly prefer the sermons which "jumble the joodgment and 
confoond the sense," they cannot be brought to realise that what is said 
is for a practical purpose, and that no preacher, worth the bearing, 
would ea.re to preach at all unless he hoped to be instrumental in raising 
the tone of spiritual life in Christians and in leading sinners to Christ. 

The snbject on which I have now briefly to speak is Loyalt_q to Christ 
a &urce of Disturbanu in th6 World. It was a saying of Napoleon's, 
"My dominion ends where that of conscience begins." Our Lord, 
however, claims to sway a sceptre where earth's mightiest potentates 
are weak ai; infants. Men are slow to perceive the nature of his royalty. 
When he has manifested his glory and satisfied their needs, they would 
" take him by force and make him their King." They do not see that 
he is a King; they would make him one after their poor earthly fashion. 
Intimate friends ask for places on his right hand and his left hand in 
his kingdom without any true idea what sort of kingdom that is. Error 
concerning the Kingship of J esns has shown considerable tenacity 
of existence, and caoi;ed not a little commotion from the time when 
"Herod the king was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him," down ~o 
the Fifth Monarchy men of the period of the Commonwealth, and their 
lineal descendants of the present day, whom I will not now name. 

Let the error pass, however, and adopt the trne view of Christ's 
Kingship. Is the trouble any less ? Christ himself declares that he 
has come to send fire on the earth, and not peace, hnt a sword ! He 
makes all who would be his disciples understand that the cross must 
precede the crown. When Christ is preached on the day of ~e~teco~t, 
multitudes are pricked to the heart. Wherever the early m1ss10nar1es 
go, disturbance is caused among the people. At one place they are 
brought before the magistrates charged with exceedingly troubling the 
city. In another the mob shouts, " These that have turned the world 

" A speeeh delivered at Leeds at the evening meetings of the Baptist Union in 
the Town Hall and Ea.t Parade Chapel, Oct. 10, 1878. We were much struck with 
this address, a.nd, having seen no other verbatim report of it, we are delighted to b(l 
able tc, give it here. 
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upside down have come hither also.'' At a third the foremost preocher 
is stoned end left for dead. In Greece insurrection is made a!;;iimt 
Paul, for they say, "This fellow persuadeth men to worship fl-od c0n
trary to the law." In Asia Minor the men of Ephesus, perceiving that 
if the preaching of the gospel is permitted idolatry is doomed, and with 
idolatry their craft, become furious and raise hour after hour the 
deafening shout, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians,'' as thong-h truth 
needed to be made safe by noise, or falsehood could be propped up by 
blatant breath. 

The heralds of the gospel were loyal to Christ, and they disturbed the 
world. It was inevitable they should do so in the da.ys when Gentiles 
were wholly giYen over to idolatry a.nd Jews hated the na.me of him who 
"being a man," they said," made himself God." But here and now why 
should there be disturbance ? Jews have no power to persecute, and 
idolatry has been swept away long ago. In heathen countries there may 
be tumult, but why in Christian England-rather say christened En
gland, a very different thing ! In truth, however, the opposition to the 
Christi!I.D faith lies deeper than attachment to idolatry. "The carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be." The idols may be utterly abolished, yet if the 
heart remain unchanged when Christ comes, he is a disturber. If we 
preach Christ, and if we liYe Christ, we thereby protest against the 
pride, the selfishness, and the vanity of the world. All sorts of vested 
interests are touched, and all manner of craftsmen are troubled. Two 
or three illustrations will suffice to show this. If the bent of a man's 
mind be to acquire, if his supreme desire is to get gold and hold pro
perty, Christ insists npon all this being changed. The poor grasping 
worldling must learn that renunciation rather than acquisition befits 
the follower of him who, though rich, for our sakes became poor. If the 
craving of the heart be for fame, that shall place its possessor high 
amongst his fellows, the divine King says "that may do for the realms 
of this world, but in my kingdom he who is willing to be least is on the 
way to greatness, and they who restlessly push themselves forward will 
have to take the lowest place of all." If by sheer force of intellect 
natural man would find out the things of the kingdom and the mysteries 
of God, the Master lets it be understood that the firmly-fastened gates 
are not to be forced by human might, but that one of childlike spirit 
can have the key from his hand, and then they will open easily to him. 
If the vain and frivolous meet Christ, they learn that life is not intended 
to be one gay dream, or to be turned into a mad rush after pleasure ; 
but that there must be a serious purpose, and a hard battle against 
easily besetting sins. Man's whole being has to be revolutionized, if he 
submits to Christ as King. Then, there must, from the very nature of 
the case, be disturbance in the world, where Christ's claims are urged. 
Our own souls, in which, alas, the conflict is not yet over, will supply 
sufficient proof. The cross has not yet lost its significance, nor will it 
until the world is thoroughly permeated with Christian influence, and 
entirely conquered for Christ. 

How, as a matter of fact, is Christ treated in this world? Leaving out 
?f the reckoning pagan peoples strongly entrenched in their several 
idolatries, see if there be not something like a vast conspiracy against 
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the Lord's Anointed. There is the Jew who spits upon the very name 
of the Nazarene, and who thinks he was rightly nailed to the cross. There 
is the Mabommedan who regards Christ as a good man, but caste aside 
the very pledge of redemption, not admitting that he was crucified at 
all. There is a vast community, bearing his name and claiming to be 
the one catholic church, which hides the Saviour behind the Virgin, and 
'Which ont of the very reverence felt for him has allowed its priests to 
compound the most cunning denial of hie claims. And in the church 
bearing our national name there is fostered a cl&Bs of men who inter
pose them eel ves between the Saviour and the sinners he comes to redeem, 
bent on enslaving the hearts and minds of the freest peoele on this 
earth. Have we not found, too, every now and then, how bitter is the 
opposition to Christ in the world when some young man or woman has 
stepped forward to make profession of faith ? Relatives and friends 
knowing that their own lives are bad, and having no hope for the 
future, resent and oppose, with what seems almost a Satanic malevo
lence, the beginning of a nobler life in one they should hold dear. 

There is peril lest we shonld settle down in churches, and forget that 
a Christian profession should be the opening of a campaign rather than 
the celebration of a victory. We have taken Christ's no.me that we 
may obey his will. We are Christ's soldiers, not to lounge about in 
barrack yards, bot to engage in a stern life and death conflict. Let us 
not mistake; there will be no compromise made with the Leader's 
sanction, and without it what are compromises worth? They may seal 
the ruin of those who make them. They will certainly not interfere 
with Lhe Captain's plan. He speaks plainly enough. If we choose to 
trifle with great principles, and play fast and loose with his commands, 
we perish, but he can WKit for truer men to obey his orders and secure 
the triumph of his kingdom. 

It is ea~y to be blind to the dangers of our times. The world does 
not persecute as once it did. A softer method pays beUer. It would 
coax us out of our faith. Its tone is this : " The days of narrowness 
are past. Bigotry is dead. A broad tolerance is distinctive of the 
times. Let bygones be bygones." Under these fine phrases there often 
lies concealed en evil spirit, like a po1Bon0us viper, whose aim is death 
to all belief. The lines of the Laureate are perpetually dinned in our 
cars:-

"There lives more faiLh in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in half the creeds." 

Those lines are well enough in their place, well enough in the place the 
Laureate puts them: but on the lips of men who quietly assume that all 
doubt is stamped with honesty, and who mean by "half the creeds" 
the whole of r.he creeds, they are a delusion and a snare. They who so 
glibly quote the lines usually forget to be just to the poet, and add what 
immediately follows :-

" He fought his doubts and gathered strength, 
He would not make bis judgment blind, 
He faced the spectres of the mind 

.And laid them: thus he came at length 
To find a stronger faith his own." 

By all means let us have the "sweeter manners." Let us have "the 
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huger heart, the kindlier hand," but let us not accept a "faithless 
coldness," as if it were a heaven-sent boon. The rough style of the 
centuries gone by is not needed, though that were ten thousand times 
to be preferred to a smooth subserviency to an evil world. Christiana 
should be genial, of course, but underneath the geniality there must be 
firmness of principle. What would the beauty which clothes the 
mountain side be worth if there were not the hard rock not so very 
far beneath? The graces of Christ should adorn the Christian; yet, 
be it remembered that when the Lord builds his impregnable church he 
takes care to have a man of rock to begin with, and living stones from 
bottom to top. 

One thing we may count as certain, men of the world do not mean to 
yield. They do not mean it even when they are most courteous and 
complimentary. The Old Adam is there under the smoother exterior, 
and it will not be long before the innate antipathy to vital godliness is 
plainly seen by a true disciple of Christ. If our belief in the true atone
ment Christ has made for our sins be a reality, and if we veritably 
trust in him both for the present and the futnre, can there be any 
question that we ought to be obedient to his lightest word? There is 
no question in our minds about that, but there is an old nature clinging 
to us, the influence of which is very strong. Then we have to learn by 
heart the necessity for the absolute abandonment of all self-confidence, 
and complete reliance upon a higher power. I know a little girl who 
when reproved by her mamma for some fault, and told she should teach 
her little brothers to do right, replied, "How can I do right when there 
is no right in me?" Now, if we would a.s frankly confess that "in us, 
that is in our flesh, dwelleth no good thing," and cast ourselYes un
reservedly on the grace of God, we should know how to be loyal to 
Christ, not only in the teeth of the fiercest opposition, but also 
when the enemy we have to encounter is hidden behind specious pro
mises and enchanting smiles. I was once upon the summit of a 
mountain in the blackness of midnight. I could not see the ground on 
which I stood, and could barely discern the form of the guide, who held 
my comrade lest he should fall, and whose steps I was closely to follow. 
That guide knew the way. Our guide knows the way. The prospect 
is often all covered in darkness. We are disappointed and bewildered 
because of the small progress of the kingdom of Christ. The dark 
clouds will pass away ere long. The day will dawn : the mystery of 
God will be finished: and we shall know what it is to enter into the 
joy of our Lord. Only let us be loyal to him, come what may. 

ll}'t ~.oublt Qtall. 

A GOOD Methodist elder was listening to a yonng mechanic who 
thought he had a call to give up his shop and go to preaching. 

"I feel," said the young ardent, "that I have a call to preach." " Hast 
thou noticed whether the people seem to have a call to hear thee?" 
said the shrewd old man. "I have always noticed that ~ true call of 
the Lord may be known by this, that people have a call to hear thee." 
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~ttf ~tr at tgc ~ id .of &arms.· 
BY DR. K. R. BAGENBACH. 

HAD Luther performed no greater action than the burning of the 
Pope's bull, and the issue of a few polemical writings, his fame 

wou],i deservedly have been ~mall, and he would have shared it with 
those wh,il in every age have sounded the tocsin. But if a man, and 
especi11lly e Christian, appears greatest upon occasions when pure en
thusiat<m lifts him above passion and its paroxysms; when the pure 
cont-ciousness of right alone gives him that loftier courage which no.t 
even passion, at its highest point, is able to bestow; when, in the 
patiem bearing of his cross, he follows his Lord and Master, then is he 
great indeed; and it is upon snch an eminence, attained by few, that 
we are now about to behold Luther, on the occasion of his appearance 
before the Dist of Worms. 

This Diet had assembled toward the end of the year 1520. The 
Emperor Charles, whilst at Oppenheim, had requested the Elector of 
Saxony to bring Luther with him to the Diet, in order that the Re
former might there undergo examination. This, however, was not 
agreeable to the Papal part_f, and especially the legates, because it did 
not seem to them proper that a matter which belonged exclusively to 
the ecclesiastical tribune.I shonld be decided at e. secnlar Diet. The 
effort was therefore made to hinder, by any means, Luther's appearance 
at Worms; another bull had even been launched a~ainst him, in which 
hifi excommunication was declared in such wise that every Catholic 
Christian was bound to re,zard the mere holding of intercourse with 
him as a sin. Notwithstanding this, Luther was cited to appear before 
the Diet, and a free imperial safe-conduct was offered him, and Luther 
showed himself inclined to obey the citation. 

At this Diet a number of complaints, emanating from secular quar
t1m,, and amounting in all to 101, had been urged against the Pope; 
and e\'en those who were unfavourable to the cause of Luther-Duke 
George of Saxony, for instance-agreed in these complaints. The re
lation which the Diet sustained towards Luther resembled the relation 
sustained by the Synod of Constance towards Huss. Men wished for 
a reformation, but hated the reformer; they were desirous of victory, 
but shunned the conflict. LuLher, indeed, anticipated a fate similar to 
that of Huss, but, nevertheless, went resolutely to meet it. •' If I do 
not reLUm,'' said he to his beloved Philip M:elancthon, as he took leave 
of him, " if I do not return, and my enemies murder me, I conjure 
tLet-, dear brother. not to cease to teach and to stand by the truth. 
W urk, meantime, for me also, because I cannot be here; thou canst do 
better than I. It is not of I1Juch consequence what becomes of me if 
thou remain. The Lord has a learned warrior left in thee." Luther 
then tore himself from the arms of his friend and set out for Worms. 
He w11s accompanied by his colleague, Nicholas ArIIl6dorf, and by the 
learned professor of law, J eNme Schurf, who was his advocate at the 

• Uur readers have no doubt seen several accounts of Luther at Worm•, but there 
are _!Juiot.! abollt I>r. Hagenbach's deBcription which will be new and 1;triking, at 
lell.8: they are so to Ull, 
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Diet; a nobleman, and his own brother, ,James Luther, al Ao went with him. 
The imperial her11ld, Caspar Storm, in his rohes of office, encl heflring 
the imperial eagle, rode on horsebnck, with his servant, in adv,rnce of 
Luther and hie party. Justus ,Jonas, who had recently received a call 
to Wittenberg, travelled from Erfart to Weimar to meet the Reformer. 
Lut.her's journey resembled a trinmphnl proce~sion, although he was 
under the bnn of the Pope. His reception at Erfurt was particularly 
brilliant. The rector and the professors of the university met him at 
Nora, a village on the borders of the Erfart territory, at a di~tRnce of 
about two leagues from the town ; in this party there were forty men 
on horsebRck, besides a number who followed on foot. The rector, 
Crotus Rubinnus, end the learned Eoban Hesse, greeted the distin
guished guest with orations and poems. Sarrounded by a mass of 
human beings, the waggon which contained Lather and his friends 
drove into the city, whose streets, gates, and roofs were crowded with 
spectators. After much persuasion, Lother preached a sermon in the 
church of the Augustinians, in presence of a numerous audience. In 
thie sermon, which was against work-righteousness, he declared that 
among three thousand priests it would be difficult to find four apright 
ones. Daring the sermon there was some confnshm in the gallery, 
which threatened to fall on account of the crowd. Luther, remarking 
this, exhorted the congregation to pay no regard to this "devilish 
sport," nor to suffer their minds to be drawn off from their devotion. 
Tradition afterwards affirmed that the devil on this occasion moved a 
stone from the gable of the church. A similar anecdote is related con
cerning a sermon preached by Luther in Gotha. At Eisenach he fell 
sick, but recovered "upon the letting of some blood, and the taking of 
a cordial that the physician gave him." "When he entered a town," 
says a contemporary, Frederick Myconius, " the people flocked together 
to see the wonderful man who was so brave, and who dared make a 
stand against the Pope and all the world, that held him to be a god, in 
opposition to Christ. Some gnve him poor comfort, telling him that, 
because there were so many cardinals and bishops at Worms at the 
Diet, he would speedily be burned to powder, as Huss had been at 
Constance, but. Luther answered such men as follows: 'And if they 
should build a fire between Wittenberg and Worms that woald reach 
up to heaven, in the Lord's name I would appear, and step into 
behemoth's month, between his great teeth, and confess Christ, and let 
him do his pleasure.'" As the friends of Huss had once been anxious 
to turn him from his purpose, so the friends of Luther were desirous of 
dissuading him from carrying out his intentions. At Oppenheim he was 
met by Bucer, who was then in the service of the Knight Francis Von 
Sickingen, and who offered him the castle of the latter, the Ebernburg, 
as a secure residence. It was thought that he might there come to an 
understanding with Glapio, the confessor of the Emperor, who was com
missioned to dispute with him, without its being necessary for him to go 
to Worms. But Luther answered: "I will go on; if the emperor's con
fessor has anything to say to me, he can say it at once." Spalatin also, 
the court preacher of the Elector of Saxony, and the intimate friend of 
Luther, advised him, by a post messenger, that he must not go imme
diately to Worms. It was then that Luther uttered his ever memorable 
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speech : '' An<'I if there were as many devils at Worms BB there ere tiles 
np<in the roofs, I would go thither." This, m1mifestly, i11 the moment in 
Lntlier's life when he appears at his greatest; he has reached the cul
minating point of me.nly strength and decision ; he is far removed from 
e.11 visionary fanaticism and arrogant assumption, and elevated above 
all the considerations of human weekne1:s. He stands forth a hero in 
the bend of God, resting only in that faith which is mighty in the 
week. He was, subsequently, himself unable to comprehend this bold
ness, end looked upon it es a miracle, due entirely to the grace of God. 
" I was undismayed '' (he declared at a later period, in recrard to his 
condition of mind, so incomprehensible to himself) "and afraid of 
nothing. God is able, I doubt no't, to-make a man so mad-brained. I 
k~ow n?t whether I should be so joyous now." And Matthesius, hie 
pious b10grapber adds : "Thus does the heart expand within the body, 
gi,ing strength end courage to both preachers and warriors." On the 
16th of April, 1521, at Len o'clock in the morning, Luther entered 
W-orms in company with bis escort ; many of the nobility had met him 
outside the city, and over two thousand persons escorted him to his 
lodgings. Let ns beer his own description of his arrival : "Thus, with 
my hood on my bead, I drove into Worms in an open waggon. All the 
people poured into the streets, desiring to see Dr. Martin, the monk. I 
arove to the Hotel of Duke Frederick, who was troubled on account of 
my having come to Worms." 

On the morning after bis arrival he was cited by the Hereditary 
Marshal of the Empire, Ulric Von Pappenheim, to appear before the 
assembled Diet. Pappenheim himself called for him at four in the 
afternoon, and went before him in company with the Imperial Herald. 
They had to work their way through an immense crowd, and, because 
the streets were overflowing with human beingi;:, were frequently obliged 
to pass through the adjoining gardens to reach the" Honse of J udg
ment," as Luther called the place were the Diet was convened. At the 
door of the hall the grey-haired warrior, George Frnndsberg, was 
stationed. This veteran tapped Luther on the shoulder, saying, "0 
little monk, little monk ! thou art marching now to make such a stand 
as was never known either by myself or many another officer in the 
hottest battle. If thou art in the right, and sure of thy cause, go for
ward in God's name, and be of good cheer, for he will not forsake thee." 
Thus greeted, Luther entered the hall, and found himself in the midst 
of the assembled lords of the Diet. Near the Emperor sat the Arch
dnke Ferdinand, his brother; and besides these two high dignitaries 
there were six electoral princes, twenty-eight dukes, thirty prelates, a 
number of landgraves and margraves, archbishops, bishops, abbots, 
deputies from cities, and ambaEsadors from almost all the kingdoms of 
Europe, making an assemblage of about two hundred illuslrions per
son11ges. The two papal legates, Marimo Caraccioli and Jerome 
Alexander, were all present. Several thousand persons were assembled 
in tLe passages, the neighbouring streets, and about the windows. On 
a tal,le in the middle of the hall lay Luther's books. John Von Eck, 
cbanc:ellor of Lbe Archbishop of Treves (not to be confounded with Eck 
of lngoldstadt), asked Lim if be acknowledged these books to be his, 
to wliH:b Luther replied in the affirmative. He was then asked 
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whether he wonld recRnt them. Thie question he desired time to c0n
sider. The next day he was 1iga.in sent for at four o'clock in the afler
noon to 11Uend the Diet; but it waq not until six that he gained 
admission to the hall, the crowd outside being so great. Permission 
to speak was now grnnted him, which he accordingly accepted. He 
began by excusing himself with much modesty for any offence against 
form that he might commit daring his disconrse, or for any mistake that 
he might be guilty of in the nse of the titles of those in whose pre
sence he stood,'" not having been brought np," as he said, "in courts, 
but in the cloisters, and therefore unaccustomed to speak before 
great lords." He then defended himself in regard to the books 
which he had written, showing that it was impossible for him to 
retract any of these, so far as the essential contents of them were 
concerned, although he acknowledge<! that he might now and then 
have nsed more vehement expressions than were consistent with his 
station. '' But,'' he continued, "I being a man and not God, cannot 
help or defend my poor books in any other way than that pursned by 
my Lord and Saviour with reference to his doctrine. When he was ques
tioned by the high priest's servant, he said, ' If I have spoken evil, 
prove that it is evil.' Now if the Lord, who knew that he could not 
err, refused not to listen to testimony against his doctrine, even from a 
mean and contemptible servant, how much more should I, who am bnt 
dust and ashes, and apt to err, challenge testimony against his doctrine ? 
Wherefore, by the mercy of God, I entreat your imperial majesty, your 
electoral and princely graces, or any other person of high or low degree, 
who may have the requisite ability, to bring testimony against me, to 
prove by prophetic and apostolic Scriptures that I have erred. If I be 
convinced of this, I shall be willing and ready to recant all error, and 
will be the first to fling my books into the fire." 

These words, and many beRides, were spoken by Luther, at first in 
German, and then, at the emperor's reqnest, in Latin. But his op
ponents were not satisfied. The electoral official Von Eck demanded 
that he should give a short and positive answer as to whether he 
would recant or not. Upon this Lother said, "Since your imperial 
majesty and your electoral and princely graces desire a plain, simple, 
and positive answer, I will give yon one which shall have neither 
horns nor teeth,-namely, unless I am conquered and convinced 
by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures, or by open, clear, and 
distinct grounds and reasons,-for I believe neither Pope nor council& 
alone, because it is manifest that they have often been mistaken 
and contradicted themselves,-unless, therefore, I am convicted [of 
error] by pasEages that I hfl.ve myself cited, and my conscience is thus 
taken captive by the word of God, I can and will recant nothing, for it 
is neither safe nor prudent to do aught against one's conscience. Here 
I stand. I can do no otherwise. God help me. Amen." 

After having thus spoken, he was dismissed, with an escort of two , 
men, Some noblemen who thouoht that he was being led away 
prisoner, made emphatic demonstrations against such a procedure, bu~ 
pr?fessed their satisfaction when they heard that he was only abour. 
berng con,vey~d to his lodgings. . . . 

Luther s discourse made a powerful impression upon the rrnnds ot 
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those who heard him, and several of the princes and connte who we~ 
pres.ent at the Diet visited him at his inn. Duke Eric, of Brunswick, 
!lent him a can of Eimbecker beer by a page. Luther, upon seeing that 
n,) berm wai; meant him, took a draught of the beer, and said,•• As Duke 
Eric has thii; day remembered me, so may the Lord Jesus Christ re
~ember him in hie 111.~t i;1truggle." Eric thought of these words upon 
lns death-hed, and desired a page who stood by-Francie von Kramm by 
name-to refresh him with the consolations of the goRpel. The yonng 
landgrne, Philip of Hesse, afterwards one of the most actiTe promoters 
of the Reformation, was among the number of those who visited Luther: 
at hill departure he shook the Reformer by the hand, saying," If you are 
in the right, Doctor, may God help yon!" That which was of special 
importance to Luther, however, was that hie own sovereign, the Elector 
Frederick the Wise, was won over entirely to his side, and being, as it 
were. mailed and armed by Luther's speech, he henceforth took more 
vigorous measures in defence of hi11 cause. The very same evening, 
bef<1rc supper, the elector sent to Luther's inn for Spalatin, received 
him in his cabinet, and made the following remark to him : "Father, 
Dr. Martin spoke well before the emperor and all the princes and estates 
of the empire. He was but far too bold for me." 

Battr fge ~aats. 

01'."'E isweetly says, '' In a window this summer there wee a flower
pot, containing a plant whose nee it was to be odorous and 

beantifuL The leaves were just beginning to curl up. I poured a cup
ful of water into the saucer in which the flower-pot stood; and a child 
looking on asked, ' Why did you not rather pour water on the leaves ? ' 
It was a child that asked, and I explained the reason ; adding, that 
when God would bring beauty and fragrance and healthfulness into our 
lives, he waters us at the root." It is even so ; and yet how many 
are there that are just like that child. The leaf is everything to them, 
the root nothing. " Why dwell so much on the love of Christ," they 
say, "and on faith in him, and on atone1;11e~t and conver~ion, and the 
other doctrines of grace, when, after all, 1t IB better morality we need, 
and better living and acting?" They forget that _there ie nothing m~re 
practical for all kinds of true work than the letting the love of ChrJSt 
• • get in about the roots of our being." 

in ®· @. 

AK Irish gentleman, pointing to a young man, once said, "le be an 
0. 0. ?''-" What do yon mean by 0. 0. ?"-" I mean," was the 

reµly, "is he out and out for Christ ?" This ie what all ought to be 
who bear Christ's name. "When all who belong to the Lord," one 
sayE, "are willing to speak for him, willing to work for him, willing to 
die for him, then Christianity will advance, and we shall see the 
work of the Lord prosper.-D.a. RoBERT MACDONALD. 
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QG{r.e Intt i.onni~un ~nfson, of ®binbnrgg. 
A FEW weeks ngo there quietly pa.seed awe.y from our midst A. cotemp0rary 

of C11rey, l\forshman, Knibh, end the Hnldanes, namely, ,Jonuth11n 
Wntson, for so many y~urs the best known Baptist Pastor in Edinbnrgh. We 
remember meeting him once or twice, bnt our personRl e.cr111aint11nce was slight. 
Ho wo.s n solidly good man, and his light shone hrightly even to the end. Our 
readers will be glad to peruse the following tribute to his memory, which l'ell 
from the lips of Dr. Audrew Thomson when preaching his funeral sermon in 
Dublin Street Chapel, Novemher ii, 1878. 

"I bo.ve spoken in the body of my discourse of the instructive diversity of 
the times and circumstances in which good men leave the world, and of these 
as e.lways a matter of divine appointment and arrangement, the Moster in every 
instance signifying by whe.t death they should glorify God. In the case of 
your departed senior pastor, Mr. Watson, life was prolonged to an unwanted 
period, and his active ministry extended over 11 length of years that is reached 
by very few. He died in the eighty-fourth year of his age, and in the sixty
fourth of his ministry, and thus almost approached the old patriarchal measure. 
In him the words of the Book of Job were accomplished: 'Thou she.It come to 
thy grave in a full age, like as e. shock of corn cometh in in his see.son.' 

"It is not necessary thlit I should present you with more the.n the shortest 
biogrnpbice.l notices of our departed father. These have already been supplied 
to you hy other means. Yon have been told of his early and thorough secular 
education in the academy of his native town of Montrose, e.nd of his yet more 
important Christian education in a truly Christian home, lee.ding to his early 
couversion, and unreserved consecration to the service of Christ. It was w bile 
approaching to manhood that he took advantage of such facilities as were 
afforded by bis native town for acquiring that knowledge of surgery and medi
cine, which in some measure shaped the whole of his future lifo, while it 
supplied him with an instrument of good, which he we.a not slow to use. The 
brief season spent by him e.a a young surgeon in the Greenland whaler, 
Neptune, proved his aptitude for surgery as well e.s for hard work, and I 
have no doubt formed a valuable pe.rt of his education, giving him that prac
tical knowledge of men and of common life, in which those who he.ve not known 
anything but a student'6 life are often found to be deficient. The old Puritans 
and the early Nonconformists showed much wisdom in sending, for e. time, to 
business those sons who were intended for the Christian ministry, and it is not 
-difficult to trace the benefit or e. see.son or two spent in e. sc1·ivener's office in 
the case both of Henry e.nd Doddridge. 

'' After spending a short time in Dundee, where he united the labours of an 
apothecary with the care of a little Baptist church, he settled at the e.ge of 
twenty in Cupe.r, Fife, where he continued for twenty-six years, combining 
here in the earlier years of hia residence the work of e. dispensing chemist and 
a pastor. He ge.ve much both of bis medicine and of his medical advice grntis 
to those whom it would have stro.itened to remunerate him, and as it we.s im
possible for such a man, while practising the healing e.rt, not to speak out of 
the abundance of his heart of the great Physician, bll exemplified the principle 
which has since taken form in one of the most effective of our modern benevo
lent agencies-the Medical Missionary Society. As years went on, much of 
the care of the shop wu.s transferred to other hands, and gradually the chemist 
hece.me merged and forgotten in the Christian minister. 

"It was in the year 1841 the.t Mr. Watson, now ripe in experience, and in the 
·Yigour of a natural manhood, removed from Cupar, Fife, to exercise the co
pastorate of this congregation along with the venerable Dr. Innes, the coogre
tion then worshipping in a comparatinly sme.11 chapel in Elder-street. )Ir. 
Watson could not have be.d a more desirable colleague the.n that singularly 
genial and saintly man. I remember him wellifor I loved him much. There 

3 
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wa1, a sunny gladnesa which ewr shone upon hie countenance, and told of the 
Chrietian peaoe and joy within. Indeed, I never knew a man that more united 
in himeeH the most ecrupuloue conecientioueneBB and fidelity to conviction with 
the most eincere and far-reaching charity. With graceful manners, brought 
with him from the old parish manee at Gifford, he united a aanctifled courtesy 
whirh drew little children to his feet.. Hie trellBury of Christian anecdote and 
singular gift of narrative helped him to realise in a rare degree Dr. Watts' 
idea of parlour preaobing ; and on the decks of steamboats, in stage coaches, 
and railway trains, he wu ever buey with hie tracts, which even the indifferent 
and the hostile could not refuse to accept from the hands of one whose very 
look and voice conquered opposition. The united ministry of the two men was 
mutually confiding and mutually strenR"thening. It would be superfluous were 
I to trace the history of Mr. Watson's long and successful pastorate among 
you, which would, in fact, be to narrate your own history as a church. Nor 
should I now do more than refer to your removal to this more elegant and com
modious place of worship which you erected more than twenty years ago, and 
to that invaluable help which was brought to Mr. Watson in hie advancing 
years, when one so eminently qualified as Mr. Newnam became bis co-pe.etor. 
I should rather devote the few minutes that remain to some references to Mr. 
Watson's characteristics as a Christie,n minister. 

"Mr. Watson's theology was tbe.t of the good old school of which yonr own 
Haldane.s were such eminent representatives. He did not fail to proclaim in 
clear and glowing terms the Fatherhood of God, neither did he hold back 
or oe.st into the shade God's essential relations to us as our morel governor; 
and it is only a theology which presents these two aspects of the divine chur
acter and rel~ons that is scripture.I and full. He preached the gospel which 
recognises and manifests God in both of these aspects, as a matter of his own per
sontil experience. It had met and satisfied his own spiritue,l necessities. He 
needed nothing else, and he spoke that which he knew; he believed, e,nd there
fore spoke. The gospel which he proclaimed through his long ministry was no 
barren theory or unfelt truth, but that which had brought a new life into his 
soul. This does much to ma.ke a ministry powerful, for hearers soon discover 
when e. man is speaking from immovable convictions, and deep personal expe
rience. The t.estimon_y which one of our greatest statesmen ge,ve on bearing 
the famous Ebenezer Brown, of Inverkeithing, pree.ch, might have been given 
of Mr. Watson. 'That IlllLil speaks RB if the Son of God were e.t his elbow.' 
The consequenoe was that all through hie ministry he was receiving welcome 
intelligenoe of cases in which God had used him RB the instrument of convert• 
ing sinners from the error of their way. Then, so gre&t and unreserved was 
:Mr. We,tson's self-consecr&tion to hie sacred work, and such his confidence in 
the might and ade,pte.tion of his message, RB well as his love for it, that he had 
a passionate delight in preaching. His pulpit was his throne. I bad almost 
eaid it was his paradise. Had it been possible to hold him hack from preach
ing so long as he had physical strength for it, I believe it would have embittered, 
and even shortened, his life. His experience in this respect reminds us of John 
Newt.on's words, when some one asked him to spare his strength in his old age. 
'What! shall the old Africe,n blasphemer give up preaching? No; not while 
he can speak." These qualities e,nd attainments formed the 501id foundation of 
his popularity, and these were aided in their effect by a remarke.ble facility and 
:fluency of speech, by a considerable power of vivid description, and e. glow of 
emotion which was not produced by the rhetoric of the schools, but sprang from 
the tone of a se.nctified heart. His volume of sermons, ' Prepe,ring for Home,' 
now in its third edition, is 11. valuable specimen o.nd memorial of his ministry . 

.. He was essentiall,Y a man of pre,yer. This was not his task, hut his chosen 
element e.ud his hearts joy. Instead of needing to be forced into his closet, no 
force could have kept him out of it. And when sore afflictions gathered e.ronud 
him, as tl,ey did 11.t certain periods ofbis life, these brought him to the sanctuary 
of private prayer all the more. God we,s more and more his refuge and his 
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strength, until his waking houre beoame an almost continual connne with 
God. 

" He wae a miniater of the Belptist church through the prererence of a sincere 
oon't'iction ; but he was a lonr of all good men. Wherever he diecovered a 
Christian it waa his joy to own a brother. What a bereavement to his Christian 
heart it would ha't'e been had it been possible to narrow his intercourse and his 
sympathies to any denomination under heaven ! 

"In his ]aat months, when be could no longer preach, he busied himself in 
preparing and issuing tracts and leaflets, all of them good, and some of them, 
such as' Jeanie Deans,' written in our own homely Doric, of great excellence. 
And now, the long, busy, useful. unblemished life is ended. The end came 
gradually, like the ebbing of e. tide, or the setting of a sun. There were no 
clouds to dim the setting e.s he Railed into the fair heavens, and his last words, 
• Glory everlasting to him th11t )overt us,' seemed like the tuning of his heart for 
the high and eternal worship of heaven.'' 

PLAY-HALL OF STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.-SCENB OF CHRISTlUS SPORTS. 
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Spurh,-R b.1/ C. 
a,id Abroad. 
AIRba1<ter. 

itatitts .of ~aha. 
H. SpvrgeMt, at Home a fRir readinp:! Here is an important 
2s. 6d. Pusmore and ordinance, which to many of us seems to 

:f\lR. P1KE hes with much Rl!Biduity 
guthered up the1<e ~pcecbe~, which we 
Fuppo~ed had gone the way of all talk. 
'I'hey range from 1864 to 1878, and 
Fome of them we are right glad to see; 
while others are mere notes, conveying 
no fair idea of what we said : the"e le.st 
mig-ht as well have passed into oblivion. 
'\Ye have had nothing to do with the 
prepa1·ing- of this volume, and the 
"speeches" are mere reports which 
have ne,·cr been revised ; but still they 
will interest our friends, and some of 
the remarks will, we hope, edify them too. 

Lecture.• on Baptism. By the late Wn.
LIAM 8mUEFF, Minister of the Gos
pel, Glas;row. With a Preface by C. 
H. SruaGBON. Price 2s. 6d. Pass
more and Alaba.st.er. 

MR. SaIB.REFF was an eminent Presby
terinn divine who flourished during the 
fir,;t quarter of this century. When he 
chanl!ed his views upon baptism, and 
united with the Baptiste, it was natural 
that he should explain his thoughts to his 
former friends and new acquaintances. 
This he did in a series oflectures, of which 
it is not too much to say that more honest, 
and yet more conciliatory, addresses 
were never delivered. In these lectures 
Mr. Sl.ii.rreff exhibit;; supreme reverence 
for the word of God, which was to him 
everything, not merely a creed for his 
opinions, but a pra.cticel guide for his 
actions. He only wished to know the 
will of God, and his heart was set upon 
obeying it at all hazards. His reason
ings upon believers' be.pti.sm are remark
ably clear and forcible. The subject 
afforded no room for the di.splay of 
oratory, and there is no attempt at any; 
the speaker is too intent upon proving 
his point to garnish hill periods. He 
was e•en in danger of becoming a little 
tedious tl.irough following over and over 
age.in tbe se.me method af argument., but 
that very sameness we.s a part of his 
reasoning, and was intended to add 
strengr Li LO it. How much we wish that 
our Leluved brethren who do not see 
belie,ers' baptism would give this book 

be ehrouded in grave error, and out of 
thllt error flows the most pernicious 
~aching-teachin1r which the evangeli
cal believer in infant baptism abhors as 
much as we do, hut for which he will 
always be in po.rt responsible so long o.s 
he holds end praQiises that unscriptural 
rite. Not with any desire for contro
versy, but that we nil may come to IL 
perfect knowledge of the truth, these 
lectures are anew sent forth into the 
world, end we trust they will be favour
ably received. 

The lrlessenger for the Childre11 of tl1e 
Presb.11terian Church of•Enl(land. An
nual Volume for 1878. 28, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row. 

PRESBYTERIAN children may think them• 
selves happy in hnving such an excellent 
little meg11Zine prepared for them. It 
contrasts with the "Juvenile Missionary 
Herald" of the Baptists, and makes us 
wonder how our Missionary Society can 
continue to issue such a wretched affair 
when others can do so much better. 

Tlie Leisure Hour and The Sunday al 
Home. Religious Tract Society. 

TBESB two magazines maintain their 
high character, and can always be wel
comed in our families without fear. 

Good Words and Sunday Magazine. 
Daldy, L,bister, and Co. 

THESE remain high class serials, though 
their contents are a little mixed, and we 
never feel quite sure where we may be 
landed. As things go in these unsettled 
times there is not much to find fault 
with in tbese magazines, and a good 
deal to admire. 

From the Tract Society comes our 
old, old friend, The Chil,d'a Companion, 
more gorgeous than can be imagined. 
Let tho~e who doubt us just get n peep 
at the binding e.nd at the coloured fron
tispiece. We have seen nothing like it. 
1'ke Traci Magazi,ie is a sober, solid, 
useful affair. 1'ke Cottager and Artisa1t 
is a kind of Briti8h Workman, and a 
worthy rival of that useful serial. 



I 
NOTIOES OF BOOKS. 37 

The Bundny Bchohl ~n sends us tional as those of ".,e ·•~otly Hantf'' 
TIie Child's Own Magazine,. which. is ,or ",Jack Sheppnr ' !y')ieo-? in fact, 
pretty goocl, but wduld bear 1mprov1~ j • t_b~~ such M' b6j e· ~"98'to read. 
as to its illustratifrls. ) The Morning·,lii:i,, JIJft" DiGk, T-,p," .t,~ p.r.ry QIICe• begin 
Life is instrudtive nnd livelyr,:, flt' ls· one of these stories, and,~will -neve_r 
henceforth to be pnblisbecl ui tb'e be content till he bas 14ii~ rough it. 
title of II Excelsior.'.~- • ;, Frankly, we do not car~o . ensntionnl 
1'he Christian Tr'eu.,11ry. Johnstone and litera~ure for the yuunl?, in and o! itself. 

Hunter: Edinburgh. but sa~ce the h~ys ?f _England wall ren<I 
- d b t • t J'ttl d 11 t sensataonal stor1e~, at 1s a good and law-
~ ERY glo 'th u JUS n a e u. d~ ful thing to provide them with such n• 
tim

1 
es.h. b 8 . er~. ~re 8i° many perJO 1- are morally wholesome, so that they 

c~shw 1
1
cdaimf ct,.)e ya amu

1
_~rntig,h~earel may not be ruined by the abomi □ atir,nK 

rag t g n o u1s more o u- I.Ill 1one1 f tb I It • t h 
hi h' h 1 II 't t th o e sensua press. 1s no so muc 

moot Y! ~ IC spe 8 a 1 9 8 reng a matter of question as to what we 
upon edifymg. , • prefer, but what will the boys prefer, 
'l'lie Illustrated Missionary News. am) how far can we gratify their ta;;tes, 

Partridge and Co, and at the same time guard their morals. 
A FIRST-cLA.ss advocate for missions. The Sunday School Union does ad-
As to illustrations and letterpress, it is mirable service by producing snch a 
of a hi"h order, and is well calculated to work as "Kind '\Vords." It ought, we 
promote the cause which it has espoused. think, to consider how it can get a sale 

OuR CoNTEMPOB.AllIEs. The Baptist for this magazine in the little hole-and-
M · · t Id d corner shops where the burglar novels 

agazme. 1s now seven y years o , an are now vended. 
assuredly 1t was never better than now. 
We used to think it dry as the Sahara, 
but now it has the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon. Life has returned to the 
ancient trunk, and the tree is in full 
foliage and beauty. The General Bap
tist Magazine is edited with marvellous 
vigour, and in every page reveals a 
masterly hand. Mr. Clifford is eye and 
soul to the General Baptist body : long 
may he be preserved to fill his place 
among his brethren. The Baptist 
ilfessenger is our very good friend and 
ally, and we are glad tcr see it doing its 
work so well. 1t is a very excellent 
pennyworth. The Church and Tlie 
.Appeal occupy useful spheres in denomi
national literature. 7'he Gospel 11.fog
azme is a very ancient publication, nod 
t·emains true to sound Calvinistic doc- 1 

trine ancl to genuine Christian experi
~nce. In literary matters it might be 
improved, but no doubt its readers care 
most for spiritual savour and unction, 
and in that respect there is no fallin(J' 
off. 

0 

Kind Words, Annual Volume for 1878. 
Sunday School Union. 

'fms magazine seems to us more adopted 
to supplant base juvenile literature than 
any other at present in the market. Its 
stories always have a right tone and 
1noral, but they are almost ns sensa-

The British Workman, Band of Hope 
Review, The Family Friend, Friendly 
Visitor, Childre11's Friend, The In
fant's Magazine. Annual Volumes 
for 1878. S. W. Partridge and Co. 

OF all these we may say that they are 
all good, always good, and always good 
alike. They promote temperance in 
connection with piety, and not only do 
it in a fervent spirit, but with a degree 
of life and genius seldom met with in 
such publications. Long may the es
teemed brother who presides over the 
production of these various forms of 
pure, useful literature be found in 
vigorous and genial activity, serving his 
day and generation ! 

Annual volumes of Hand and Heart, 
and 1'he. Fire,ide, 7s. 6d. each. The 
Day of Days, and Home Word;, 2s. 
each. l, Paternoster Buildings. lo all 
these magazines Mr. Bullock di,plays 
a natural genius for editing periodicals. 
They are all maintained in a remark
able de(J'ree of freshness and vigour, and 
conseq~ently they win a large circula
tion. Mr. Bullock. must have been 
born for the work, for he does so much 
of it, ancl does it so well. Above all, 
the design of these m,1g,1zines i~ i~ t~e 
hio-hest derrree commendable, and 1t 1s 

followed o~t in the best possible spirit. 
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Old ,lonn/1,an. Vol. HI. Third Series. 
Price h. 6d. W. H. and L. Colling
ridge, Aldel'lf'lte Street. 

•• OLo ,JONATHAN'' i11 always vigorous, 

and be11rtily evangelical. It should be 
scattered on all sides in the homes of 
the poor. 
The Sunday School Ttarlter's Claaa Re

gi.<te,·. The Sunday Srltnol lllu.,trated 
A lmanark. The Teacher'., Pocket 
Book and Diary. Sunday School 
Union. 

THE variou~ almanacks, calendars, and 
re!!ister~ of the Sunday School Union 
supply teachers with all they can pos
sibly need of t.his kind of tbini;p;. As 
punctuality is greatly t.o be desired in 
the Sunday School, everything which 
may in any measure conduce thereto is 
t.o be pressed upon the teacher's notice. 
The pocket book is a very good one, 
and those who are not teachers will find 
it useful. 

The Ministl'r's Pocket Diary an,l Visit
ing Book, 1879. Price 2s. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

OOll l?Ood, methodical brother ministers, 
who do things in proper style, and keep 
a diary and visiting book, will find here 
all they can possibly want. They can 
enter the names of candidates for church 
membership, baptisms, marriages, fun
erals, sermons preached, texts of ser
mons, visitations of the sick, church
meeting business, addresses of friends, 
and almost any mortsl thing within the 
l'llilge of human experience. Person
ally we have too much to do to keep any 
account of it, but we can well imagine 
that such a record as this would be in
valuable to laborious visiting pastors, 
and save them from forgetting engage
ments, or making two in a day. 
The Baptist Almanack and Co11gref!a

tumal Handbook for the year 1879. 
Robert Banks, Racquet Court, 
Fleet Street. 

As a guide to the Baptist chapels of 
Lond1,n, this twopenny almaoack is 
most complete. It contains informa
tion not to be found elsewhere, but 
some of it seems to us to be of small 
value, isuch W3 the names of Sunday
school superintenden~, who could each 
one be reached by a leLter addressed to 
him as ·• the superintendent" of such-

and-auch a school. We are a little sur
prised to notice a female preacher in 
the list of "ministers without churches." 
The denominaliqnal information is well 
condensed, and, upon the whole, accu
rRte. l,. We commend the nlmanack to 
all ou, friends in London, and all who 
want to know about London. 

J. E. Hawkins' Chri.,tmas and New 
Year C,ird.,, Fine Gold, six for 2s. 
Silver Cards, New Year Cards, Text 
Packet and Verse Packet, twelve 
for ls. 

THE 8ix cards entitled " Fine Gold," 
although they are 'rather dear at four
pence each, are worth all the rest. In 
the other packets there seems to us to 
be a sad wnnt of taste, but as taste is 11, 

point upon which no one can judge for 
others, it is just possible that there are 
persons who will greatly admire them. 
The texts are well selected, and the 
poetry is tolerably good. 

The Christian Birthda.1/ Souvenir. Se
lected and arranged by "DELTA," 
Virtue and Co. 

T111s is a birthday album, but not of 
the usual kind, for it is about twice the 
regulation size, and is replete with 
elegant extracts. The poetical quota
tions have been collected with con
siderable care and spiritual taste. We 
have no doubt that "The Christian 
Birthday Souvenir" will have its own 
circle of admirers. 
Our English :flible ,· its Translations 

and Translators. By JOHN STOUGH· 

TON, D.D. The Religious 'l'ract 
Society. 

THE Christian public ought by this time 
to be well acquainted with the history 
of the Eoglish Bible, for it ha~ lat_ely 
been favoured with several versions of 
the goodly story. Dr. Stoughton always 
writes with a facile pen ; and in this 
case specially so, for he is at home with 
his subject, and in love with it, and 
therefore he is a ready writer. Most of 
the facts in this volume are well known 
to u~, yet we confess to having derived 
much refreshment from the perusal of 
them. We hope that many hu_ndreds 
more will be quickened by read mg the 
brave story of those who lived, laboured, 
8uffered, and died, that the word of the 
Lord might be given t.o the people. 
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Bil,le Lays; or, Paraphrase., and Jllua
t,·ation., of Script11re. Bf JORN 
LoNOMUIR, A.M., LL.D. Edinburgh: 
The Edinburgh Publishing Company. 
London: Simpkin, Marshall, e.nd Co. 

'TnE nuthor is not unknown to fome, 
hnvin<" issued e. selection of poetical 
.pieces"bearing upon "the sea, the ship, 
nnrl the snilor," under the title of 
"Ocenn Lnys." The present volume 
consists of very respectable versifica
tions of incidehts in holy nnrrative and 
pnssnges of sacred Scripture. There 
are here and there striking passages 
which we should like to quote, and as 11 

whole the verses rise superior to the 
ordinary level of such productions. 

The House Surgeon; or, the Doctor at 
J-lome. Containing instructions for 
the prompt treatment of accidents 
and emergencies before the arrival 
of Medicnf Aid. By the late ALFRED 
SMEE, F.R.S. Published by the 
Accident Insurance Company, 7, 
Ilank Buildings, Lothbury. Price 
6d. 

A VERY useful book to lie about the 
houee. Accidents will happen, and it is 
highly important to he acquainted with 
those simple remedies and bandy surge
ries by which a life or a limb may be 
saved. Doubtless a little prompt com
·mon sense has proved to be the temporal 
salvation of many. 

Short Papers on Prophecy. By J.E. 
H.nvKINS. 36, Baker Street. W. 

WE do not believe in these papers, and 
hope that our readers will never receive 
such Tiews of prophecy. The subject 
has been dragged in the mire so long 
that thoughtful men are slow to write 
on it. The best thing about these 
"short papers" is that they are short. 

Daily Life. A book of Scr~ps and 
Fragments for the Labouring Classes 
in Town and Country. By Rev. F. 
BouRDILLON, M.A. London: Re
ligious Tract Society. 

JusT the thing for the table of reading
rooms or mechanics' institutes, or in
deed for any table where an odd few 
mrnutes need to be occupied. One 
hu_ndred and ninety-two pages of boldly 
printed plain tulk in lively style and in 

short doses ; and all for sixteen pence. 
Need we say any more? 
History of the Reformation in Germany 

and Switzerland chiefly. By Dr. K. 
R. HAaENBACH. Translated from the 
fourth revised edition of the German, 
by EvELINA MoonE. Vol. I. Edin
burgh: T. and T. Clark. 

DR. HAGENDACfr's " History of the Re
formation" has passed through four 
editions in his own country during the 
thirty-six years since it first saw the 
light. We do not wonder at its popu
larity, for we have been greatly charmed 
with it. It has all the interest of light 
reading, and yet is solidly instructive. 
We have inserted el~ewhere in the 
magazine an extract, illustrating an in
cident in the life of Luther, in which ne 
rose to his supreme height. Our author is 
not one half so cloudy as the most of 
his brethren, and infinitely more inter
esting. We hope Messrs. Clark will sell 
as many editions in English as have 
been sold in German. 
The Wedding Ring. By C. H. P.iRISH. 

James Nisbet and Co. 
A SORT of wedding album, containing 
a poetical effusion for every day of the 
year upon married life. It is rather a 
novel idea thu8 to girdle the year with a 
plain gold ring. We suppo8e the daily 
spaces are intended for ladies to enter 
tl:.e marriage days of their friends in 
them, for, of course, they will need 
only one or two spaces for themselves. 
Bluff King Hal filled up a. week and 
a day over, but there a.re few per
sons whose circumstances are equally 
advantageous for multitudinous mar
riages. Thid album is unique. We 
have never met with a more remarkable 
collection of verses upon the sweet sub
ject of matrimony. It is not a spiritual 
book, and yet it contains some choicely 
spiritual verses; its range i~ very wide, 
from piety down to sentiment; _ b~t we 
must confess that we have a hkrng to 
all that helps to married love, not even 
excepting tbe verses of Robbie Burns: 

"So fair art thou, my bonnie lass, 
So deep iu love am I; 

clud I will love the• still, my ,lettr. 
'l'ill (l.' the seas gang dry; 

Till a' the seas ga.ug dry, my deiu. 
An,! the rocks melt wi' the suu: 

I will love thee •till, my deo.r. 
While the sands of life shl\ll run.'· 
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Seeking Dir-eclion Rnd liVorking for 
• Tr.•11.•. By Ml'!I. BEn:s, 12 Albert 
Terrace, Clapham Road. O~e Penny 
each. 

Tnm1=: plee~in,z rhyme11 Rre prod11ced 
by an e,~teemed eieter in Christ, Rnd ehe 
!!ell11 them on behalf of the Testimonial 
l<'und. 

E"e11h'rie at Bethel; nr, the Night Dream 
of the De.•ert. By ,J. R. MACDUFF, 

D.D. London: Nisbet and Co. 

Tm. chRrocter and life of Jacob, though 
full of spiritual suggestion, hove been 
but very scantily honoured by expositors. 
Recognising this lack, Dr. Macduff bas 
mode the angel-vision at Bethel the 
subject of this interesting and instruct
ive volume. All the 11weetness and 
beauty of treatment which we expect to 
find in Dr. Macduff'& books are here ap
parent, end a sturdy, inspiring spirit of 
wanly Christianity, which will make it 
R fnourite with young men, for whom 
it is principally designed. This is the 
way in which the blessings of lone
lines~ :ire described : the author is 
speaking upon the solitude of Ja.cob's 
restinJ!-ploce and vision, and be says
,, ,Jacob's experience was in harmony 
with that of the m~stprivileged saints of 
every age. Loneliness seems to be a 
necessary condition of receptivity in re
gard to the loftiest and divinest revela
tions of a personal God. Moses was 
alone in the solitudes of Sinai when 
Jehovah appeared to him in the midst 
of the burning bush. Eliphaz was 
alone when the mysterious spirit passed 
before bis eves. Job wns alone when 
the near Presence unfolded itself. 
El\jah was alone in the cave of Horeb 
when be became spectator of the great 
drama of the wilderness, which began 
with the mighty wind and ended with 
the still small voice. John was alone in 
the Isle of Pa.twos when he beheld his 
Lord arrayed in the lustre of glorified 
humanity. And it was when all other 
light£ had paled, and no other footstep 
wws near. and Jacob lay in the darkness 
away from tLe trodden highway, that 
the path of angels was made ,,ii,ible and 
the voice of God was heard. So it is 
still. SLated periods of quiet and retire
ment are needed for the nurturing of 
tLe spi.ritu11l nature. The finer sensi
bilities g.,r soiled by constant contact 

with the world, its fevered herits e.nd 
tempting houl'I!, and restless tur:Ooit . 
The soul needs at times remove.I to ri 
calmer atmosphere-• the ~phere of 
silence.'" Altogether, the volume be
fore ue is a worthy production of its 
author's che.rmiog powers. 

The Ladder nf Cowslip.,; o,., What is 
S01trid-' By the !Rte LADT KA y 
SHUTTLEWORTH. Edited by her
Daughter. James Nisbet and Co. 

Tm;: elementary principles of music and 
harmony are here taught in the most 
simple and amusing manner. The 
mysteries of the score are unveiled and 
made ea.•y. The learning of music is
too often drudgery: the child goes 
through a great deru. of daily practice to 
learn to play the piano tolerably by 
sight, and perhnps by degrees some
musical ideas are introduced into the 
mind, but the game is seldom worth the
candle. The authoress of this pretty 
book, on the other band, endeavours to
instil the first principles. in a pleasing 
manner, so o.s to awaken m the child an. 
interest in the science of harmony, and 
lead it to perform intelligently what 
otherwise would be a mere slavish exer
cise. We wish that every boy and girl,. 
before learning to sing or play, could 
read these charming pages. 

From Day to Day; or, Helpful Words. 
for Christian Life. Daily Readings for 
a Year. By RonEBT MACDONALD, 

D.D. T. Nelson and Sons. 

WE have many admirable works of this
kind, but Dr. Macdonald's will rank 
among the best. Sound in doctrine, 
deep in experience, wise in utterance, 
and yet thoroughly popular, bis readings 
for every day will command an immense
constituency, and will bless and edify 
thousan_ds for many years to come. Our 
own spirit has been greatly refreshed 
while reading one a-nd another of these
portions; and as we have thanked God 
for our own profiting,we have felt a desire 
that others should be partakers of the 
benefit. We understand that this is 
Dr. Macdonald's only hook: there is 110-

need that he should write another; this 
will suffice to make him live among the 
tried and afflicted family of God as one 
who is able to speak a word in season to 
him that is weary. 
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T!,e 1/iAlory of tlie Tea-cup; with a 
Deecriplive Account of the Potter's 
Art. By the Rev. G. R. WEnowoon. 
Wesleyan Conference Office. 

IT hns seldom fnllen to our lot to read 
11 book so full of interesting details nil 
directly benring upon the subject in 
hand. It. is singular thnt there ehould 
be n Rev. Weclgwoocl to write n history 
of the ten-cup, nncl os nppropriate as it 
is singular. We think thnt this W edg
wood 11s much excels in writing the 
history as the other Wedgwood did in 
moking the tea-cup itself. Old ond 
young will be equnlly pleased with this 
book. 'l'bere is no "podding" in it, 
no introduction of foreign themes in 
order to swell the size of the book. 
The author is never dry or prolix, be 
says what he bas to say, says it briefly, 
and says it well. There may be more 
laborious histories of the art of pottery ; 
we do not doubt that there are several 
which a man might go to sleep over, 
but fo1· putting the matter in a nutshell 
commend us to the present pretty little 
volume. We congratulate the Wes
leyan Conference Office upon publishing 
such a book, which, if its sale should be 

SnouLD there be errors in the notes, or in 
acknowledgment of goo,Js, or in aught 
besides, it is hoped and believed that the 
editor's ill-health will be a sufficient 
apology. We have done our best; but 
with a pained and wearied brain, which is 
~he root of our malady, we cannot but fail 
mmany ways. 

We have kept as much aloof as we 
could from the excitement all around us as 
to the Testimonial and the Bazaar ; and 
friends must excuse us if we continue to 
do so, for our head will not bear it. 

All the while that we have been tossing 
to and fro in pain the money for the various 
o?jects has flowed iu at a rate seldom expe
rienced before. It seems as if the Lord 
had bidden his stewards take double care 
of our work while we were suffering. To 
God be the first praise, and then to every 
donor our personal gratitude 

Mrs. Spurgeon has been passing through 
a very grievous time of pain and wee.Ii:• 
ness, ~1'.d therefore has felt quite unequal 
to wntmg a report. Gladly would we 
have Ulldertaken it for her, but we have 

commensurate with its merit8, will com
mand an exlensive circulation. 

Poper, Pen.,, and Ink: a brief sketch of 
the principal writing materials use<! 
in all ages. By DANIEL FRAZER. 
Glasgow: David Bryce nnd Son. 

A SMALT, book upon a fruitful topic. It 
is conceived in an excellent spirit, but 
written in an execrable style. We do 
not like such Frazerised Eng-lish. If 
the matter hod been clothed in the 
ordinary language of our country, with
out new words, slipshod expression~. 
and inaccuracies, we should have heartily 
recommended the book. Here is a prett)· 
sentence:-" The collection of Engli;h 
rags gives employment to /?rent num
bers of it.inerant china merchants, fllia.,· 
'bowl-women and men,' as well as to 
the architects, artificers, and retaile1'3 of 
the :iaudily-painted, but non-grinding 
'wind-mills,' that bedeck the ' one
wheel carria,ges' of the ' olJ iron, oltl 
brass' merchants who perambulate to 
the infinite delight of' the young :rnd 
rising generation '-our urban by-lanes 
and retired streets, our sequestered vil
lages and secluded hamlets.'' 

been laid aside also. The Book Fund 
is beginning to be four years old, and is 
entering, we hope, upon a still more useful 
existence. Its need, its urgent need, among 
poor ministers appears more sadly every 
day. It is true that pastors ought to b~ 
sufficiently paid to be able to buy books 
for themselves, but so long as they are noc 
it is a good and needful work to find them 
brain food. A blessing has rested upon 
Mrs. Spurgeon·s distribution of books, for 
the recipients have written again and again 
to acknowledge the invigoration and the 
reviving received through the volnmes. 
The hearts of others have also been stirred 
up to think upon the great evil of minis
terial poverty, and books have been spon
taneously given which otherwise would 
not have filled the pastors' shelves. More 
money was received last year, and mor~ 
given, and the poor suffering worker had 
yet strength sufficient, as she hopes to 
have for another year. It would grieve 
her much if friends supposed that th~ 
work might slacken on account of her ill
ness. She asks fo1· continued remembranc~ 



liOTEB. 

and help. She will 11end a.t leaet R. ba.lance-
11heet to 11u bscribel'l!I very 1100n. The reporl 
hRng11 in the oloud11 Rt pre11ent, nor do we 
yet 11ee in what form it can or will de11cend ; 
but our confidence i11 tbR.t tho11e who ge.vc 
to the Book Fund beoe.u11e they ow the 
great need will not give the lees even if no 
report ce.n be written. 

A few weekll ago we 11uffered a great 
lOM by the death of MR. REXRY HonsoN, 
to whOBe memory we raised e. verbal me
morial et our Monday evening meeting, 
but we must e.lso pour out e. few elegiac 
11entence11 here. He we.s e. quiet, unobtru
sive member of the church; we suppose e. 
butler who bo.d 8Rved enough money to 
purche.11e e. comfortable annuity. EYer 
Hince we first knew him all his time be.a 
been spent in endee.vonring to bring indi
viduals to Christ, in his own we.y. lie 
pa.id,.for e. whole pew n.t the Te.beme.cle, 
and then went abroad into Hyde Park and 
o,her plnces, and invited young men to 
come a.nd hear Mr. Spurgeon, promising 
them a seat. After service be entered 
into conversation, gave another invita
tion, and by other means sought to secure 
the person. Many he.s be in this way 
led to the Saviour, and then to the church. 
His sty le of living was parsimonious that 
he might be able to give to the Orphan
age and the College, and especially that he 
might buy a weekly heap of sermons, 
which he distributed with great care in 
the parks. Although in ad ve.nced years, 
he walked erect, with somewhat stately 
tread and aristocratic air, e.nd this no 
doubt enabled him to introduce his ser
mons and his seat-tickets where a less im
pressive physique might have failed. 
Scarcely known to anyone but to us, our 
comrade has our loving regrets until we 
meet again. When shall we see his like ? 
"Faithlul unto death," we lay our wreath 
upon his tomb ! 

CoLLEGE.-Dnring the past month Mr. 
P. Hutton has settlea at Nailsworth, 
Gloucesterllhire ; and .M.r. Collins at Mil
ton, Oxon. Mr. H. W. Taylor, of Ma.rkyate 
Street, has removed to Redruth, Corn
wall: and Mr. J. B. Warren, of Cotten
ha.m, to Col.nbrook, Bucks. May the 
di vine blessing a.tt.end both of these 
clw.nges. The students will reassemble 
after the Christmas va.cation on Tuesda,y, 
Jawu1,r11 i, when they will be joined by a 
number oi others whom we have accepted 
ont of a host of applicants. The new men 
will bring up the list to nearly one hund
red students, and we ha.ve a large number 
w .. iting, so that there is no fear of the 
succeos10n cell.Sing from e.mong us. 

E,· ANGELIBTs.-Me11ers. Smith & Cl1trke's 
service11 at Leicester have been full of 
power and bleesing. The meetings were 
commenced in the Baptiet Tabernacle, but 
this soon proved to be too small, and the 
larger chapel in Archdeacon Lane wa.s 
afterwards ueed, as well a.a the one in 
Nicholas Street. From the very first 
night the Lord set his ~eal to the work in 
the conversion of sinnerls a.nd the reclama
tion of backsliders. One day was set 
ape.rt for faeting and prayer in the draw
ing-room of a. lady, who invited about 
sixty min_isters, missionaries, Bible-women, 
and friends, to plead for the divine bless
ing on the services. This meeting exerted 
a powerful influence for good upon the 
Christian workers, a.nd through them upon 
the general public. This month our 
brethren are to visit Grimsby, and in 
February they are to hold three weeks' 
services at the Tabernacle. 

Mr. Bumh1tm's services at Parson's 
Hill Chapel, IVooltvich, appear to ho.ve 
been very useful. Our esteemed brother, 
Mr. J. Turner, the pastor of the church, 
mentions several interesting cases of con
"<"ersion, two of which resulted from Mr. 
Burnham'& singing. On four of the even
ings be we.s happy in securing the help of 
our brethren Sa.wdy, Fellowes, H. R. 
Brown, and Inglis, who delivered ea.meet 
evangelistic addresses, and twenty of Mr. 
Turner's friends materially 8.8Bisted the 
work by going from house to house to in
vite people to the services. 'l'he WAather 
was most unfavourable, but tbe congrega
tions were very good. Mr. T11mer also 
sa.ys-" The singing of our brother was 
highly appreciated, a.nd the addresses of 
the brethren were full of life a.nd power. 
It be.s been a time of refreshing to the 
church. I bless God for the meetings, 
and pray that in every place like blessings 
may follow the labours of our brethren." 

During the pa.et month Mr. Burnham 
he.11 visited Winterslow, nea.r Salisbury, 
where the chapel wa.s crowded ea.eh even
ing. Ma.ny enquired the way to Zion, a.nd 
some found the Saviour. From there he 
went to Bomer Chalk, where the remem
brance of former visits brought a large 
congregation every evening. In addition 
to the services a.t the chapel, many were 
reached by means of a. house to house 
visitation. Waltham Abbey, llotherhithe, 
e.nd Southampton ha.ve also been visite4 
during December. 

It may save some disappointment if we 
inform friends who are hoping to avail 
themselves of the evangelists' services that 
Mr. Burnham, as well as Messrs. Smith 
e.nd Clarke, is fully engaged until the 
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meeting of the Con Ference, so that it will be 
useless to write for him to visit ,my place 
until the end of April or the beginning 
of May. llis engagements for the present 
month are Eyneford, Malmeebury, Aven· 
iRg, Woodohester, Mincbinbampton, and 
Highgate. Our earnest prayer is that 
every place may receive great and lasting 
good, 

OnPIIANAOE,-Pa,·/0111· Bazaa1·s.-In our 
Jistof contributions this month there is one 
amount which cells for special notice. It 
is this-" Proceeds of parlour bazaar at 
Mrs. McKellen's, £5 I0s. 2d," Some little 
children, who are themselves fatherless, 
gave up nearly all their ple.y time for three 
months, and at the end of that period held 
a bazaar in their mamma's parlour, and 
sent the proceeds to us for our orphan 
lads. Many thanks to our little helpers. 

01w 8011gste1·s in tlte Sout1,.-The or
phans' trip to Southampton, Portsmouth, 
.and the Isle of Wight, from December 1nd 
to 6th, was most successful in every 
way. Friends everywhere vied with one 
another in the heartiness of the reception 
which they gave to Mr. Charlesworth and 
his choir of thirty boys. Large crowds 
gathered in each place to listen to their 
singing, and liberal help was given to the 
institution, which 'will probably benefit 
from the collections, &c., to the extent of 
at least £100. Southampton was the 
first place visited, and our friend, Mr. 
Mackey, had sent us so interesting an ac
count of the whole of the proceedings 
there that we cannot do better than let our 
readers enjoy the contents of the letter 
which was written to cheer us in our 
see.son of sickness:-

" My dear Mr. Spurgeon,-Having seen 
in The Sword a·nd the Tron:el your note, 
asking that the friends in Southampton 
would do their best to make the visit of 
the orphan boys e. success, I thought e. 
short account of their visit would be cheer
ing to you in the time of your wee.knees. 

" When first we looked forward to their 
<:oming it was with mingled feelings of 
pleasure and anxiety, for there were thirty 
lads and three adults for whom to provide, 
not merely a place in which to sing, but e. 
tea on their arrive.I, and a. bed and break
fast ere they started for Portsmouth the 
next morning. • Would the people res
pond to our invitation to volunteer to 
take the lads P Or should we have to go 
begging for beds and breakfasts ? ' These 
were some of the questions we asked our
Reives as we replied to Mr. Charlesworth, 
' Yes, we should be gll\d to see,, and 

hear the boys.' Conceive our Rurprise, 
sir, when upon putting it to our people, 
we had more than forty lads volunteered 
for, and in some cases wero therefore com
pelled to give only one where two woulu 
most readily have been welcomed. Thie 
gave us great encouragement, 11nd we de
termined to do our beet to get a full house 
on the evening. The hoardings of the 
town soon b~came plentifully decorated 
with bills, inviting people to como and 
hear 'Spurgeon'• Orphan Boys '-8 des
cription which I e.m thankful to say is not 
strictly correct, for in their present happy 
home they can scarcely be c&lled • orphane.' 
The next thing wae to arrange for the 
boys to have something to eat after their 
long and cold journey ; for though Tom 
Tuckere should sing for their suppers, they 
need tee. before they begin to sing. It was 
thought to be undesirable to take the cost 
of the tee. out of the proceeds of their 
entertainment, so we asked some ladies to 
undertake the whole affair, and invite 
contributions in kind towards the same . 
About half-an-hour's persuasive confer
ence among the ladies, and all the needed 
provisions were secured. and ready help 
volunteered in the preparation of it. The 
way being thus clear, we wrote, saying, 
'Come, for all things are now ready.' The 
weather, which during the previous week 
had been very dismal and wet, seemed as 
though going to clear up and become fine 
specially for the orphans' southern trip. 
At any rate, when the lads alighted at the 
station on Monday, the sun was just wait
ing to give them e. glance before he retired 
for the night, and introduce them to the 
rising moon, who should help to guide 
them to their temporary homes. We soon 
got the lads filed into pairs, e.nd then 
marched them through the town to the 
no small curiosity of the many gazers. 
After a walk along the shore to whet their 
appetites, we went into the schoolroom to 
tea, and within five minutes of the order 
to ' fall to,' the place was most ' suggest
ively si!ent '-the lads had found their 
( only) natural enemy, e.nd were doing their 
best to absorb him. 

" Long before the time announced for 
the concert folks were at the door, clamour
ing for admission, and when at last the 
bolts were flung be.ck, in came the mass of 
people, e.11 eager to get a good seat. For 
e. good while it was as much 11s we could 
do to get the visitors well placed, and when 
the concert began the chapel was crowded. 
The chair was taken by Mr. Allred Pegler, 
who is always ready to help on e.ny good 
work. The capital precision and tuneful
ness of the several pieces delighted the 
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audience, 11.e did al10 the Mive 1tyle of 
Borne ol the recitel'II, 

"After the concert wu over, it did one 
good to see the egger 11.nd proud look upon 
the faces of the friende who bll.d. volun• 
teered to play the put ol' hostB. In the 
moming,-ordel'II having been gh·en to 
the lads on the previoue evening to be at 
the pier at eleven, to ,tart for Southsea
parties of three 11.nd four could be seen 
going with their young ch11.rg .. s along the 
street,; leading to the pier-head, and when 
at last the whistle wwi sounded as the 
signal for eturting, the lade, with Mr. 
Charlesworth at their head, gave their de
lighted entertaineni a heR.rty cheer, and 
received m1my full-hearted 'good- byes' 
from them. As the boat gracefully an
swered to her helmsman, and darted out 
into mid-stream, sending us a farewell 
swell of water which considerably dis
turbed our floating landing-stage, we re
traced, our steps homeward, and thanked 
God for tbe visit of the orphan bo1·s. 

" With much love to yourselt; I am, 
yours sincerely, H. 0. MACKEY." 

At Pm·tsmoutl,, Mr. Medburst and a 
number of the ladies of his congregation, 
received the party most cordially, and 
provided them with tea. Lake Road 
Chapel had been decorated for the occa
sion with various mottoes, such as " W el
come to the orphan lads," "Your 
heavenly Father feedeth them,'' "Jehovah 
Jireh," " God bless Mr. Spurgeon," &c., 
and, shortly after the doors were opened, 
the building was well filled, although a 
charge was made for admission, the favor
able impression produced by the boys' last 
,·isit attracting a large audience. Mr. 
Medhurst presided, and announced that 
the members of his :Bible-class bad col
lected £29 for the Orphanage during the 
year, and Mr. Charlesworth presented 
prizes to the three young people who bad 
obtained the largest amounts. The Hump
sl,i,-c Tcl,,gmpl, says thu.t "the healthy 
appeuranc;e and neat attire of the buys 
ret!ected great credit upon the oftic;ials of 
the institution.'' On 'Wednesday, Decem
ber 4th, the party was taken in the 
government steam launch to Her Majesty's 
ships" Victory" and" Duke of Welling
ton," and one of the royal yachts, where, 
after being shown all the objects ot 
interest, they sang several of their school 
~ungs to the great delight of the officers 
and crew. lteturning to the chapel, they 
were prepared to du ample justice to the 
dinner which awaited them, provided and 
served by u po.rty of young ladies, under 
the direction of Mrs. Light and Mrs. 
Harris, In the i,,fternr,ou they croosed to 

the Isle of Wight, 1tnd again received ll 
cordial welcome from Mr. Chamberlain 
and the friends of George Street Chapel, 
RJJde. The meeting was held in the New 
Town Rall, which wae crowded in every 
part. The /ale of Wight TimM of Decem
ber 14th contained II most flattering 
report of the meeting, but we have only 
spu.ce for a few extracts : - "The mere 
appearance of about :10 boys on the plat
form, comfort.Rbly clad, with bright, in
telligent., and happy-looking faces, and a 
modest, quiet., and even gentlemanly 
demeanour, is of itself a powerfully 
eloquent appeal for the support of such. 
an institution. . . . . . . . . We ha va no 
hesitation in saying that Mr. Spurgeon is 
entitled to the sympathy and support of' 
all who can appreciate a truly noble and 
unsectarian work, and if any of our 
readers would run down to Stockwell 
when they are in town, they would see 
and hear something which would amply 
repay them for their trouble. 

The next evening, Dec. 5, a meeting was 
held in the Baptist Chapel, Newpm·t, of 
which the Rev. Fred. Trestrail sends us the 
following account : "When the proposal 
first cnme, it looked to us all as rather a 
formidable thing to receive and entertain 
thirty boys and three masters. Dut the 
difficulty soon vanished, and I had not to
ask but for one bed.• After lunr.h they 
went to Carisbrook Castle, to which fi·ee 
admission was kindly granted. Several 
friends met them at tea, and long before the 
time of service, a great crowd was at the 
doors. In a few moments the place was. 
crammed; aisles, schoolrooms, lobby, and 
every spot where a person could bear, was 
occupied. I had no idea such an intense 
interest would have been excited. The 
boys sang exceedingly well, and the reci
tations were delivered with great propriety 
and intelligence. Every one, as far as I 
know, was gratified, and I have heard 
only one opinion as to the excellent con
duct of the lads. Some of the friends said 
they wished they were going to stop a 
whole week. The vicar kindly altered 
the day for an organ recital, so as not to 
interfere with our service, and gave free 
admission to the church, which is a very 
fine structure, and contains a beautiful 
monument to the Princess Elizabeth, who 
died at Carisbrook Castle. If we Ii ve to 
see another year, and the boys pay us a 
second visit, we will get the Drill Hall, 
which will hold twice as many as our kirk. 
I was gratified to observe how pleased our 
excellent brother Charlesworth and his 
assistants were with the visit and it8 
results. Mr. Harry Abraham rendered 
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most efficient help." The trip wns brought 
to n close on .Friclny evening Dec. 6th, 
when the Wesleynn Chnpel, Cowes, WM 

crowded to its utmostcnpncity, while lnrge 
numbers who wisher] to see nnrl hear the 
boys, ware unable to obtnin arlmi~sion, 
although the chapel wns the lnrgest m the 
plncn. Mr. C. W. Wnrclcr presided, and 
the meeting wns of the most enthusinstic 
chnmcter. The nrmngements hnd been 
mnde by Mr. Spnrks, '' the boo.t-builcler 
pnrson," wbo wns clelightccl with the mnn
ncr in which nil clenominntions assisted to 
-ensure the success of the evening. We 
henrtily thnnk nil friends who in any 
-clegree contributed to the pleasure ancl 
profit of th.e we~k's ~nga~ements, ancl 
earnestly pray that the blessing of the 
Father of the fatherless may be their con
tinual portion. 

CoLPORTAGE AssocrATION.-Thie im
portant work is being vigorously prose
. cuted, as far as the means at our disposal 
will nllow .. It is gmtifyin~ to know that 
nearly the whole of the 30 additional dis
tricts started by the liberal aid of two 
generous friends, at the beginning of the 
present year, will be continued. In many 
-uf these instnnces the full amount of £40 
J>er year has been promised for the coming 
_year; but, in several cases, we have had 
to help the friends in the districts by con
tinuing the agent for a less sum in the 
hope that they will, during the year, be 
able to arrange for the full amount in 
future, and that other friends will give (as 
·we are thankful so many have done in the 
past) liberal aid to our general funds. We 
,are thankful to all our donors just now, 
when our funds have run low, and specially 
for e. large e.nd generous donation of£ LOO 
from one friend, and £25 from another, 

• during the past month, and trust that other 
friends will bear our work in mind and 
-continue to aid. The Committee have 
arranged to start new districts, e.s follow
Essex Congregational Union, one agent; 
Liverpool, one agent ; Ottery St. Mary, 
Devon, one agent, and hope for much 
.blessing 011 this extended effort. The 

Bideforrl District, where the Colporteur is 
cloing n good work, will h11ve to he dis
continued, as no local Aupport cnn be 
ohtninerl, unless some frii,nd volunteers 
help to keep it on. An extract from the 
Colporteur's letter is very interesting. 
He says:-

" Attended Bideford Market., as usnal, 
and met with great encouragement, for in 
addition to other books, I sold fonr hea11-
tifully got-np copies of God's Word It 
was the best day's sales I have yet realized 
in the market. Met with a gentleman who 
was greatly interested in the work of our 
society, and said t)lat snch a work was 
greatly neeclecl in this part of Devon, and 
hoped that I shoulcl be the means of shed
ding a little light upon the priest-ridden 
population of its towns and villages, see
ing that high-toned Ritualism so exten
si vP.ly abounds, and the people are being led 
back to Rome as fast as their blind leaders 
can clraw them that way. Visited --
nine miles from Bideford, When about 
four miles on the way I was accosted by 
some men, who were breaking stones by 
the roadside, who asked for a book which 
I dicl not possess, but opened my pack, 
and among other things showed them a 
2s. 6d. edition of 'Pilgrim's Progress,' 
orderecl for another customer. One ot 
them gave me an order for a copy of the 
same book, and on a second occasion 
another of them purchasecl a 4d. Testa
ment. I am glad to say that my sales 
increase, and I hope to raise them to a 
fair standard in my monthly account." 
It would be a pity if we were compelled 
to remove this agent. 

Reports have reached us of two Col
porteurs "in perils from robbers.'' In one 
case the agent lay senseless on the road 
for half e.n hour, having been attacked by 
three men. In these trying times, and 
during this severe winter, our brethren 
the Colporteurs claim a warm place in 
our hearts, and a constant interest in our 
prayers. Communications should be sent 
direct to the Secretary, '\V. Corden Jones, 
Co )portage Association, Metropolita11 
Tabernacle, Newington Butts, S.E. 

Jmd.orff' Qt.olltgtr ~tir.op.olihtn iabtrnad.c. 
Statement of Receipts jr011i Noi·embm· 20th to December 19tli, 1Si8. 

~- 8. Absolum 
Ashford •.• .,, ... . .. 
A Saved One... ... ,., .. . 
Well Wisher, Newtown, AJ.ont ... . 
Mr. C. Matthews 
Mr. ll. 'l'ico ... 
Mr. Thoma.s R. 

£ s. d. 
0 5 0 
l o 0 
O 2 6 
3 0 0 
0 10 6 
l 10 0 

2; 0 0 

N.M ...... . 
Mr. J. Hanger ... 
Mr. Gri.flith .. . 
E.H.ll. ... .. . .. 
Margarnt M. D. Fergusson 
l\lr. J. }lastns ... 
Mary Ann W,lson ... 

£ s. d. 
I tJ 0 
I I o 
I l 0 
l o O 
1 5 0 
l o o 
u 2 O 
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J. M .. In Memori111n, OD reading Me-
moir orw. H. Pritcr ... •• ... 

In M Mnoriam. on reading Memoir of W. 
n. I'riter ... ... ... ... ... 

){r G. Wr,,n 
M11ria o-ding ... 

ii a. d. 

0 0 

1 l 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 

A Friend in Scotland ... 
Mr•. Town..,nd, Ann. 8nb. 
Th" " 1idow's Mite, Dundee 
l!:. H. s. ... ... . .. 
Mr. R. Fortune .. . 

20 o 0 
l l 0 

... 0 2 II 
.. 100 O 0 

0 5 0 
Mr. J. Sommenill ... 
Mn. &t11h Amold ... 
Mr. T. Kennard 

Collected b:c Mn. Jameo Wither,,, 
ReAding:-

M_,... Hela. .. and Co. 
Mr. Andrew Richardaon 
Mn. John Leach 
Mr. R. Oa.kshott 
.Jamet- Vtithers 

0 10 0 
l 1 0 
I O 0 

Profit on !!11le of Mr. !!pur-
geon'a Boob .... . .. 5 0 0 

MIM Ratcliff ... 
Mr. ,md Mr&. Krell 
Mr. W. MacGill, M.D. 
Mr. W. Macfte ... ... ... 
A Widow'• Tbankofl'erlng, A. K, 
M'iM Annat"rong ... ••• ... 
Ml'II. J. JohnBtone .. . 
FimFrult.1... . .. 
Mr. D. Rutherford .. . 
Rev. J. Bridire .. . 
:ev. W. Llewellyn .. . 
1gma·.... ... ... ... ... . .. 

Contribution• at Salem Chapel, DoTer, 
per Rev. E. J. Edwardo.. ... ... 

Weekly Olferings at Met. Tab,-Nov. 24 
Dec. l 

8 
., 15 

a a. d. 

9 l o 
0 7 8 
& o n 
l I o 

10 0 U 
s o n 
l O II 
l O 0 
0 JO (l 

l O & 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 

2 14 6 
30 9 10 
39 6 l 
35 6 6 
20 3 0 

Mr. Go,;tajr<, 
J. H. Fuller ... 

l l 0 
l o 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 Ii 0 

£323 9 2 

ji.otkhrtll ®rpgmmgt. 
State,,1mt t1f &oMpUfrom November 20tli t" .December 19tl1, 1878. 

Re:c . .T. Drid,re 
Mr. K R. Clean, 
Mr. Jerry ... 
Mrs. Bateman 
Mr. A. I..e.mb 
Mrs. Carter ... ... ... 
A ThankofferitU?, S.-on-A. ... 
Three Sermon Readers, Xirkcaldy 
lllrs. Ann Aldred 
Mrs. Threl1al.l 
Ashford ... 
A Saved One... ... ... 
Fruit sold for the Orphans 
N. .. .. ....... 
G. Ta:clor and J. Lightbody 
Re..-. William fiaunders ... 
Collected by Elim Lloyd ... 
Colleeted by S. huxton 
S. and N. •• Dust Oh!" 
H.Ad"" 
Mr. G. Weston 
Mr. A. Fowler 
lllr. J. Burnett ... ... ... ... 
Mr. A. Falconer, per :Mr. G. Walker ·
Metropolitan Store,_ 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
l O 0 
l l 0 
ll O 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 6 
l 0 0 
l O 0 
l O 0 
O 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 ll 6 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 5 O 
l 2 8 

10 0 0 
l 0 0 
O l 0 
0 7 0 
l O 0 
l O o 
l o 0 

T.L. W. . .. 
ll!r. B. Tice 
Mr. Thomas R. ... ••• 
Mrs. J. Robertson Aikman 
}'rocel'd:- of Parlour liaz8Jll', 

... 15 0 0 
l 10 0 

25 0 0 

·,;,i lire":' S O 0 

lJcKelleu's, Ard.wick ... 
:i1r. J. :lli,.,,-u,rs 
~lr,. Il. Smith ... ... . . ... 
Tiunkotlcring for e Beloved :Mother's 

hit.- spa.red .. . 
Mr. Tu,lor .. . 
llr. G. ·wren ... 
""\lr. tJ. "W". lJu.rrow-:,; 
B. w.c. ... 
Mrs. GrahRJu 
Mr. W. Paine 
)lr. R. :Ma.>::well 
Mr,. Harvey .. . 
D. It. ... ... ... 
~tr,. M. A. J<'rench ... 
(;c.llect.cd by .Mi.,;,; M. Thomw; 
Mr. ll. llili ... 

5 10 2 
l O o 
5 0 0 

0 10 0 
l O O 
0 10 0 
l 1 0 
l l o 
l o o 
l l 8 
5 0 0 
0 5 0 
2 O 0 
O 10 0 
1 10 0 
l 1 0 

Mn. J. Smith ... 
Stamps from Berwick 
Mr. H. Smith's Box 
Mrs. Marple ... 
:Mr. T. Kennard 
B.E. ... ... 
Mrs. S. Arnold 
Mr. R. Fortune 
H. N. and A. C. ... ... 
A Servant Girl, near Forres 
A Mother and three Children 
Mrs. Dncket 
111.iss Edwards ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Trickett 
Mr. J. Sommervill ... 
llfr. and lllrs. E. B•w 
Two l'oor \\'idows ... 
llfr. James Ward,jun. 
M.C. ... .. ... . .. 
A Tban.koffering from S. M. ... . .. 
Collected by the Pastors' Bible Class, 

conducted by Rev. T. W. Medhurst 
E. Farmer .. ... ... ... .. 

Collected hy lllrs. James Withers, 
Reading.-

llr. M. H. Sutton ... 
Messrs. Helass and Co. 
Mr. J. Boorne 
Nellie Withers 
J. H. Fuller .. . 
ll£r. J ewe II .. . 
Mr. Harris .. . 
Rev.E.Porter 
James Withers 
Harriet Cooper 
Mrs. Blackman . ... 
Milli• Allright's Box 
Thos. W oodcaon ... 
Edwin T. Woodeson 
William Woodeaon ... 
.A.Friend 

Mr. William Shepherd ... 
Mr•. Winsor·• B1ble Cl,... 
A Friend. per Mr. Perkins 
Mis• 8. Muir 
:Mr•. Wilson ... 

2 2 O 
1 l 0 
0 10 l' 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 O 
O JO 0 
0 2 6 
O 5 0 
0 1 l 
O l l 
l O O 
2 0 0 
I 4 O 
0 13 6 
0 2 6 

;£ s. d. 
l l 0 
0 5 0 
2 4 S 
5 0 0 
l 0 0 

10 0 O 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
O l 0 
o 2 l 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 O 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
o l 0 
0 1 O 
0 5 0 
0 15 0 
5 0 0 

29 0 0 
0 2 6, 

10 13 2" 
l O 0-
0 12 o 
5 0 0 
0 11 O· 
010 O· 
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A Lenmington Friend ... ... . .. 
Friend• nt Oodnlmlng, per I\Ir. W. N. 

Flnlnyson .. . 

ffi"1!~i< ... . .. 
)I. W. ICyle... ... 
)lr. W. MncOill, l\I.D. ... ..• . .. 
A Widow'• Thnnkoll'erlng, A .K. ... 
th,lc of Chnin, etc., received thronffh 

Editor of " Christian llernld' ... 
M.A.D. ... ... . .. 
Mr. nnd Mrs. A. E. Cowl ... ... 
Collection nt Dourton Chapol, per Rev. 

H. W. Mnnofleld... ... ... ... 
)(is, H. Fells 
WRlter Duok 
Edwnrd H. Duck 
Mr. S. Joiner ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. JI. E. Bunker 
Jllr. E. Clover ... 
Mr. W. J. GRlloway ... ... ... 
Contributions nt Salem Chapel, Dover, 

per Rev. E. J. Edwards •.. . .. 
Mrs. F11.ulconer ... ... ... ... 
Tho Widow orthe late Mr. T. Davies, 

Town Missionnry, Shrewsbury 

~~: f.~:~\~~fi:':;::. ::: ::: 
Airs. Arnold's Box 
Mbs Spurr:ier's Box. 
lllr. Peter Lamont... ... . .. 
A Family Offering from Newcastle 
:Mrs. J. Johnstone ••• 
Mr. F. Gammon ... ... ... ... 
CollecLions P.t Willingham, nfter Ser-

mons by Mr. C. Spurgeon, junior ... 
Firstfiutts ... ... ... ... . .. 
Executors of the l<Lte Mrs. E. Pierson ... 
S.H.W. ... . .. 
:i\lr. and Mrs. Krell ... 
Stamps for the Orphanage 
)lr. Robinson Hindle 
lllr. D. Ruthe1ford ... . .. 

Annual Subscriptions :
Mrs. Benj. Barrat ... 
Mrs. Weston ..• 
Mr. D. Heelns 
Mrs. Townsend 

Per F. R. T. :-
Miss Winckworth .. . 
lllr.Airey •.• .. . 
Mr. T. R. Johnson .. . 
Mr. Pewtress 
lllr. Keen ... 
Mr. A. Tyson 

Mr. nnd Mrs. Knapp 
Mr. Fidge ... ... . .. 
Miss Fidge ... ... ... 
Concert <Lt Portland Chapel, 

Southampton, by Stock
well Orphanage Choir ... 

Mr. A. Pegler .. . 
l\lrs. Norris... .. . 

O 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 

2,1 1.; o 
l O 0 
0 5 0 

Concert nt George Street 
Chapel, Ryde, by Stock-
well Orphanage Choir ... ... .. 
Donations per Mr. Charlesworth:-

Service of Son~ by Orphan
age Choil', Newport, Islo 
of Wight ... .,, ... 13 6 0 

Service of Song, West 
Cowes, I.le of Wight 31 11 0 

I, •· d. 
0 10 0 

o 10 n 
I O O 
0 10 6 
O 5 0 
1 I O 
5 0 0 

0 5 6 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 

2 10 O 
0 5 0 
0 1 O 
0 1 0 
1 1 0 
I 10 4 
2 10 O 
1 0. 0 

4 2 0 
10 0 0 

50 0 0 
0 8 9 
0 5 0 
1 10 O 
0 14 6 
0 IO 0 
0 15 0 
2 0 0 
0 15 0 

11 10 2 
0 10 0 

100 0 0 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 
3 0 0 
1 1 O 

1 10 0 
2 2 0 
l 1 0 
I 1 0 

26 0 0 

15 10 

O. E. Moffl,tt 

BoxeA Rt T11bernn.c1e G&te~ 
Mr. W. J. Evone' Box 

I 1 0 
£ •· d. 

4; 17 0 
a n o 
0 W 0 

£402 4 0 

Cl1rinma1 Festi11al at tl111 O,,.pkanage :-

Mra. T. 
o.w.... ... .. ... 
Two Friends at Earl'• Colne 
E P. ... . .. 
Jone Matthews 
Mory Best ... .. . 
Co.roline Fren.rsun .. . 
J. J. ... .. 
Frank Ookloy 
H.E.S. ... 
Mrs. R.LBne 
Mrs. S. Barlow 
Miss LumsdRine ... . .. .._ 

Collected by Mrs. J. Toller;-
Mrs. Toller ... O 5 O 
Mrs. Goosey... O 5 O 
Mrs. Allen ... O 2 6 

Mr. J.B. Elgar 
Mr. Tickle ..• 
Mrs. Wilson... . .• 
Mr. Geo. Lanrence . . . .. 
Collected by Mr. Oeo. Lau-

rence ••• ... . .. 10 2 0 
J. Early, Contents of Money 

Box of a dear little Boy, 
removed to the better land 

Mr. James Lang'• Children 
R. and L. E.... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirby 
Mrs . .Burbage ... 
Miss Love ... . .. 
Marian and Agnes ..• 

0 8 

Mr. Edwin Davis ... ... ... ... 
Senior Class, Brookfield Ragged School, 

Birmingham ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. John Wood .. . 
A Friend, Nuneu.ton ... ... _ 
A Reader of " Sword and Trowel,'• 

Dumfries ... ... ... . .. 
Daughters of Mr. C. Rowland ... 
Mary, Nelly, and Edith Spurrier 
Mr. SILmuel Rudd ... 
Mrs. Munday ... 
Mrs. Will,;a.m Sutcliife ... • .• 
Collected by Miss Nellie CILffyn ... 
A.E.T. ... 
Mrs. B. Tice... ... ... . .• 
Mattie, Lottie, and Bernice Tice 
Snrah Hopwood ... 
Mr. Thomas Bury ..• 
Mr. John Storey 
An Irish ~-riend 
C.H.... ... 
Mr. R. Bindle ... 
R. N .• H Ampthill" ... . .. 
WRlter, Frank, Comella, CILrry, and 

Gertr ..• 
Mrs. Arnold .. . 
Mrs. Virtue .. . 

10 0 0 
O I 6 
0 I 0 
I O 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
I I 0 
I O 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

0 12 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 U 

12 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 3 6 
0 1 u 
0 1 0 
I 10 0 
0 5 0 

0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 

I 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 
I u u 
0 10 0 
0 15 0 
I) 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 t) 

0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 

0 6 4 
0 I u 
0 10 0 

£H 2 lU 

List of Presents, per Mr. C'Anrles1001·t1&.-Pnov1s1oxs, etc. :-116 lbs. of Beef, Mr. Hayd~n; a bag 
0 fllicc, Mr. J. L. Potier; 120 }:ggs, Miss Janet Ward; 20 lbs. each Plums and CuITnnts, :. bo:<es ot' 
J,1gs. &c., llrs. Arnold; ; cwt. J,'ruit Preserve, S. Chivers and Son.. . ._ 

CLOTIIINo, etc. ;:-50 Wool Comforters, Miss Winslow and pupils; 50 Fla~el ~hu~, tb.~ Mi::-ses 
Dransflcld and Pupils; 12 pairs Socks, Mr. Kine; 4 dozen Bows, and 6 dozen Ties, Rtx and Bridge. 

Foa S.uE Roo.'1 :-A Pair ot Wool Slippers, pnrtly wrought, Mrs. Browne. 
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i.aI;·ortagt ~ssothdi.ou. 
8fafemtmt of R~ce.ipu fn•m Nor,eniber 20th to December 19th, 18711. 

811hsrriptfo,,s nnd Donation& for Districf/ll :-

T. W'Mlky, F.•q .. Mntlock ... .. . 
n~,-. C. ll. Spurgeon, for Dorklng .. . 
R ,1. l;ruhh, 1<;,q., for Oxford... .. . 
(irent Y•nnouth Town Ml••ion per 

~- '"· 1'"-""• E•q. 
Tiadleurh Dl•trlct ... 
.T. Cory,: E•q .. for Cs•tlcton ... 
Oxford•hlrc A ••oclation for l'ltow ... 
Oxford•hlre A•ooolstlon for 'Witney 
:,,.out hport Di•trlet .. . .. . .. . 
l:hyl District ... ... ... .. . 

~i;~;~m,rr.:-1s:.o;;::~dle ... ::: 
Y ouni; 1,adtee' Bible Claes, ~tropoll-

tan 1'abernscfo ... ... ... -• 
C. F. Allisou. Eoq., forCrRwley ... 
Tiptr~ district. -per Rev. H. Hagell 
Newbury Di@trict ... ... ... . .. 

Arnolrl District, per Miss Welle:-
l{c,·, .1. 'l'ruma.n 2 2 O 
11lr. Mellor 2 ! 0 
)lr. Wells 1 O O 
)lr. Goodltlfc 1 O o 
11lr. Tuvlor l l 0 
lllr. Ldl!h ... I 0 0 
)lr. Armitage... 1 0 0 
)[r. Elliot 1 0 O 
)lr. A. Wells ... l O O 
11!r. Cowper ... 1 0 0 
::ltr. "'llklneon 1 0 o 
::llr. Birch ... 1 o o 
Mr. H. Ashwell 1 0 O 
)lr. F. Bunon o 10 o 
11lr. Dabe! o 10 O 
llr. Bexon ... o 10 o 
:Mrs. 'l'hnckery O 10 0 
:Mrs. Crofts .. . O 5 o 
lliss Chcctb&m 0 5 0 
lllr. Wn.t,;on ... 0 5 0 
Mr. Lindley ... 0 5 o 
Mr. Gripper _ 0 5 O 
llr. ISewton ... o 5 0 
Mrs. Woodward o 2 6 
llr. Acton O 2 6 
llr. Burton ... 0 2 6 
:Mr. Mallett ... 0 2 6 

£ •- d. 
2 O 0 

22 10 0 
12 10 0 

7 10 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
7 10 0 
7 JO 0 

30 0 0 
JO 0 0 

5 0 0 
6 10 0 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 

Mr. FcwkA 
Mr. Antill .. . 
Mr. WheAtley .. . 
A J,'1iend .. . 

O 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 (1 

0 7 6 

£ •· d. 

20 0 0 
R. C\>ry. Jun., E.q., for Cardiff... ... 10 o o 
It. W. l!I, Grlffltb1, 1<:sq., for FrlthR.m.. 10 0 o 
G. H. Dean, ll:eq., for ISlttlngbourne.. 10 o o 
Blrn.lnghR.m Town Mission ... . .. 125 o o 
!111'1!. R Clark, for Axbrld,e;e ... 5 o o 
nev. G. H. DR.Vies, for Ablngdou 7 10 o 
Sklpeea District, on account .. . ... 8 o o 
Mlnchlnhampton District ... ... 10 o o 
Worceetcl'llhlre Colportago Aseocla-

tion... ... ... ... ... ... 40 o o 
lilies Hadfield, tor llyde... 10 o o 

£42G 10 0 

S,d>scriptio111 and Do1111tio11s to the ~ 
.F11ntl. 

Meesl'!l. Hodder and Stoughton 
A Schoolmaster, per J. Moody 
Ml•• DllDn, Denton ... . .• 
T.H ... . 
M . .............. . 
Readel'!l of "Cbrietio.n Herald'' 
Jllr. Thomas R. 
E. B., Q,uo.rterJy 
Mr. D. Heelae ... 
lllr. J. R. Bayley ... ... ... 
Mr. H. Barringer, Collecting Box 
J.B. Bacon, Esq.... ... . .. 
Mr. E. Brayne ... ... . .. 

£ s. d. 
2 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 

11 6 2 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 

Messrs. Cassell, Petter, and Go.Jpin 

~~n~-Je'lfi;,~" o.n_~_coo~.. ·;; 10 6 

2 0 0 
1 0 0 
O 2 7 
5 0 0 
0 10 6 
2 2 0 
2 2 O 

Jllrs. Hclller... o 10 6 

Mre. Townsend 
M.H.S. ... . .. 
Mr. W. C. Mnrrell. 
Mr. Izard, 1678-9 ... 

1 
... 1 
... 100 

1 
2 

1 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
2 0 

£182 7 3 

jaritf11 Df Qtbangtlisfa. 
Statement of Rece;71t1 f•·om Noi,ember 19th to .December 20tl,, 1878. 

Trowbridge ... 
M . ..... . 
:Mr. A. Henly 
llrs. Paterson 
Mrs. Lister •.. 
llr. Thom.e.s R. 
.Ann l'yfe ... 
Mr. J. lii&sten; 

£ •. d. 
4 10 0 
O 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

25 0 0 
I O 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. J. R. Bayley ... 
A Friend in Scotland ... 
A Friend, for Mr. Durnh&m 
Melton Mowbray ... 

"SPURGEON TESTIMONIAL." 

£ s. d. 
l o 0 

JO O 0 
25 0 0 

l l 0 

£71 16 0 

The "list of love" will be published next month, containing a.II reoeipta by the Treasurer to 
.January 19th, 1879. 

Frie,i.ds 1e1uling pre&ents t,o the O,p/1,Q,nage a,·e earn,estly req1te1ted to let tl1eir 
'IUJ,me• or i.·nitiau acoompafllJI tlu: same, or ,ve camwt p1·ope,•ly ack1w1uled,ge tltem; a1t1l 
also to 1mite Mr. Spm·gtJon if 'fl.O aekno1vkt/,gflient ia ,e,it witkin a week. 

,S11h1w1-ipti01u, 1vill be tl,a,ilifully received by C. H. Spu,·geon,, Niglitingale La1ie, 
Balliam. Slw11ld any StJ,flU be t1,'f/,Q,ck11mvktl,ged in tM, li1t,frie1uu are 1·eq11eated to 
1r,rite at once to Mr. Spurg~n. Post Ojfice Ord8r1 1/tould be 'RUlfU payable at tlt6 
Ckirf Office, Lo,ulon, t,o C. H. /jpugeon. 



THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

FEBRUARY, 1879. 

J jttfurlnt!l Jig:gt ut ~ortflampf.ou. 
PART II. 

BY G. HOLDEN PIKE, 

D
HE two narratives given in our last paper-the one of timely 

rescue from the toils of Secularism, the other of ruin and 
death too dreadful to contemplate-were a contrast such 
as we trust may exercise a salutary effect upon any sceptical 
reader who may have perused the details. We proceed to 

give some further examples of the Scripture-reader's work among the 
infidels of Northampton. 

Some time ago there was a resident in the town of the name of 
8----, who, from the age of sixteen, professed to be a hard-aud-fast dis
ciple of a well-known atheistical secularist lecturer. Through reading 
and hearing what the leaders of his party had to rny he came to be 
thoroughly grounded in the stock objections to Christianity. He 
missed no opportunity of openly proclaiming his scepticism ; in
deed, he declared it was impossible for him to believe in religion as 
revealed in the Bible. At the same time S-- pre~ented a favourable 
contrast to many others of his rank in life, for he was not a drunkard, 
a~d he never indulged in violent language ; but, on the contrary, was 
kmd and respectful in his bearing to others. 

The day arrived in which S-- was laid upon a bed of sickness, 
and although he did not seek the services of the Scripture-reader, the 
latter called as soon as he heard of his affliction. The usual question 
was asked, "Shall I pray wHh you, my friend?" " No," was the ready 

4 
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reply, "I do not belie"t"e in such nonsen!le all prayer; I believe in a 
good hce~t.eak." Daring the next eight or nine months the m1tn was 
nsit.ed t.wiee a week without any good results being visible. He would 
eomeIBe on theological 1mbjects, but he talked for the Rake of battling 
agaimt God's word, and of disproving the divine origin of Christ
ianity. He 1<11id he would not receive the gospel; he would have 
nothing to do with it. Yet the sceptic became more docile, and 
gradaall_v listened to the truth without raising so many objections. 

It happened to be the holiday month of August, and the visitor was 
about to spend a few days at Dover, while poor S-- was anticipating a 
speedy removal to Brampton Hospital. Prior to his departure the Evan
gelist called to say good-bye, and in doing so expreseed the hope that 
they might meet in hear-en if they Faw each other no more on earth. 
His wish wr.s not reciprocated. Who knew where heaven was? 
since no one had ever returned from the epiritual world to tell of its 
nature and locality. In a half joking manner the infidel remarked 
that if one was going to Dover, and the other to Brampton, they might 
possibly meet on the line. He could join with his friend in hoping 
that good might come of the skill of the London surgeoRs, but as to 
prayer or trnst in God he had nothing to say. A characteristic dia
logue then followed. "Would you like me to pray with you before I 
leave?"' asked the visitor, who presently added,'' Remember, I shall pray 
for you ernry morning at seven o'clock." '' Oh, very well; thank you," 
answered S-, as thongh he would be glad for the subject to drop. 
" Good-bye; I hope to see you again," said the reader. "Yes, I hope 
so too." " Supposing nothing can be done for you at Brampton ?" '' I 
shall have to return.'' "And what then ?" "Don't know ; I suppose 
I shall have to die." "And what then?" "That don't trouble me 
but very little.'' Thus the two parted ; the one seemingly indif
ferent to his best interests, the other anxious to see him yield his 
heart to the Saviour. Daring the last few minntes 8-- listened 
without showing his habitual, stolid obstinacy. There was a strange
ness in his behaviour as though one of the pins in the secular system 
had suddenly loosened. His friend's unanswered question, And what 
then f' was reverberating throngh the chambers of his desolate soul. 

The Scripture-reader remembered the sceptical consumptive at 
Northampton, and on the 23rd of Angust wrote a letter to the vicar 
of St. Andrew's parish, to say that they were holding a prayer
meeting to ask for 8---'s conversion. In the same hour that this 

. little letter arrived at the vicarage a mes.,enger also called to request 
the vicar to visit the invalid and to speak to him about the interests 
of his soul. When the vicar entered the chamber of sickness he was 
gladdened that the man had surrendered all his sceptical notions. 
"Oh, sir," be cried, "I am so glad you have come. I have been 
wrong all my life in trying to think there was no God. There is 
a God; I know it; there is a heaven, and there is a hell. Oh, I'm so 
grtat a sinner, sir; do you think salvation is for me ?" "There is sal
vation for all who come to ClD."ist and believe on him as the Saviour of 
tbE: world," replied the vicar, who then prol!eeded to make Lhe matter more 
plain. On the day following a message reached Dover-" S-- has 
ligLt dawning in his soul and is rejoicing in Jesus: pray on!'' When 
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All that had been happening was explained to him, S-- himself 
declnred that nil bad come as en answer to prayer. A few day11 subse
quenLly he ~ied ~ triu_mphant_ death, after calling hi~ friends to hi11 bed
side to receive his dyrng testimony. "Bob," he said to a brother who 
was in the ar_my, "tell my companions that I have given up infidelity, 
and I am go10g to heaven. My boy, meet me there." He desired the 
hymn "Rock of Ages" to be sung, and then he died, desiring that the bell 
might be rung, and not tolled, at his funeral. A11 endeavour was made 
in this case to spread ~bro_ad t~e ~eport ~bat the convert was bought, 
or that he was not qmte m his nght mmd. In answer to this how
ever, a brother-in-law, well acquainted with the case and with s-' -'s 
temperament, says he was never more sane. Through seeing and 
hearing what he did, this relative became a changed character. The 
wife and family, also, have since attended public worship. 

About the same time there was a man in the town of the name of 
A-, who in politics and general sympathy sided with the secularist party, 
although his own creed was a compound of Socinianism and more ad
vanced infidelity. A- was naturally a very intelligent man, and was 
sufficiently well educated to have been a pupil-teacher in a Church of 
England school. Perhaps he might have risen to a higher social 
position had he not been addicted to drinking. When intoxicated he 
became garrulous, and showed a disposition to dispute on various theo
logical subjects. 

One night, when it was growing late, the mother of A- called on the 
Scripture-reader to inquire if he would pay a visit to her son who wa.s in 
a deplorably depressed condition, and sadly needed some one to speak 
with him. On the morning following the wished-for visit was 
paid, when the visitor saw a strange spectacle. A- was sitting in 
the house seemingly disconsolate, the surroundings all tending to 
aggravate his wretchedness. The room was littered and dirty; it looked 
as though no one had the heart or courage to sweep and wash, 1md 
change the confusion to order. "Good morning, Mr. A-,'' said the new 
comer. "Good morning," was the reply in gruff, uncanny tones, "I 
don't want you; I can settle my own matters without men like you. 
~ suppose father has sent you here. I don't want either him or you to 
mterfere with me." The speaker was quietly given to understand that 
he bad made a wrong guess-the father had not been seen. A- then 
became somewhat quieter. He called his wife, and asked the visitor to 
take a seat. At first the woman behaved as roughly as her husband ; 
but when both were assured that feelings of friendship alone were 
entertained they became more amiable. Finding that he had now 
an opportunity of Rpeaking, the Reader set to work, and, as forcibly as 
he could, set before this strange couple the blessings which would flow 
from believing in Christ, and from abandoning drink. The man listened 
t? what was said without making any promise of amendment; but in
timated that he would take everything into consideration, and then he 
W?uld give an answer on the following day. The visitor left the house 
with this understanding. 

I_n the course of twenty-four hours, at, the time appointed, the 
S_cr1pture-rectder called at the house, when he witnessed a transforma
t10n whicl1 11t the time appeared t-0 be little short of miraculous. The 
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man whoi:e maimers only R. f<l10rt while hcfo,·e had led to the smpicion 
t.ht1t he mC'dit.11ten. 11elf-<lPstruction, s11t with his wire in his right minrl. 
Er-<'ryt.hing in I.he room was orderly : the chairs, t.he table, t,hc grate 
were i:crnpulonsly cleRn. The man's fe:itureR seemed also to have un
dergone as great e change as his outward surroundings; and with teqrs 
filling his eyes he said, " I'm so glad to see you; with God's help I've 
determined to be it chRn.crcd man from this hour." The Evangelist 
began to ask himfilelfwhelher the change was not too sudden, and whether 
A- knew enough about t.he gospel to ensure his building on a firm 
foundation. He i::poke of Jephthah'svow, and of the danger of me.kin~ 
rash promil'les withont connt.ing on the assistance of the grace of God. 
"This day I'm a Christian," answered A--, " and you are the best 
friend I have on earth." Then he commenced to give a snmmarv of 
bis pe1 son al history. And what a history the man had to tell ! • He 
must sorely he.ve been a s?eptic because he wns afraid to be anything 
better. He had been a thief; he l1ad lost at least twenty good situa
tions; in a word, he had been about as bad R man as could well be to 
escape the gallows. The change was stupendous ; but because it was 
one of the miracles of grace it was genuine. As the months passed 
away he walked circumspectly, a blessing to his home and to those 
around him. He confessed that when he had stolen he seemed to bear 
a voice sayinl?'" Don't do it," but he had not listenea. For long he was 
a terror to his family, the daughter having testified that frequently 
she was afraid to go to bed while her father was quarrelling; but now 
he was an example of gentleness and sobriety. When the man and his 
dependents contre.@ted their former calamities with their reformed con
dition, their gratitude was correspondingly great. On all occasions 
A- was ready to witness on behalf of the truth. At one meeting his 
intelligent face attracted attention, and he was requested to make a 
speech. Stepping forward, he told the people bow for years he bad 
carried the publican's si!!nboard, and the only reward received for his 
rags and red nose was his empty pocket. He had tried t-o rebut the 
Reader's arguments, but conscience had reproved him. Under Secular
ism he was a drunkard and a knave; the gospel, as it were, gave him 
back his soul and presented him with the best things of ijfe. He asked, 
as we do, that men would judge of the tree by its fruits. 

These cases fairly represent the classes which are constantly sought 
out by the Northampton Scripture Readers' Society, an organization 
chiefly supported by individuals in the town who belong to the Evan
gelical section of the Church of England. The working members visit 
from house to house, bold open-air meetings in the season, conduct 
cottage servicei;, distrihnte gospel publications, and do whatever lies 
within their power to diffuse a knowledge of the good news of salvation. 
Tbe examples we have given all came under the notice of one worker; 
but there are several otberi,; in the town engaged in the same good work. 
for instance, Mr. B-- is able to gir-e this gratifying testimony:-

" Besides personal effort, I have enlisted ihe sympathy of working
men who har-e been rescued from the degrading and enslaving habit 
of drunkenness; with these I have co-operated to liberate oth_era from 
the like evil. Infidelity, too, especially in my Yisits, bas received my 
&.tlention ; and I trust by such means access ha8 been obtained to many 
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1111epticnl minds. To most of these men's homes I gain a ready welcome ; 
nnd many of them fredy st11te their' objections,' and patientl_y hear my 
replies to the same. I feel able rnore effectually to deal with them in 
this qniet and gentle manner than nt exciting public meetings; their 
antagoniHm not being aroused, their judg-ments are less prejudiced, and 
their hcnrts more susceptible. Though I cannot report 'startling 
results,' yet I believe the leaven of divine truth is largely doing itR 
work among many who attend no public worship, and who are only 
reached by being visited in their homes. When commencing work in 
one of the most populous nnd degraded streets in my present district, I 
could scarcely secure a house to conduct services in, and the only one 
I could obtain belonged to an unmarried couple; but the Lord has so 
opened my way among the people that. I have succeeded in holding 
meetings at nearly twenty different houses in it. I can conduct open
air services in the street, not only without interruption, but obtain the 
most respectful attention, and there is scarcely a house at which I am 
not welcomed; and God has been pleased to grant me some pleasing 
and, I may say, striking instances of conversion. What can be said of 
thit! street may be affirmed more or less of the whole district, the 
moral improvement of which has been a matter of general observation. 
In relation to one street, a trustworthy person who has lived in it 
twenty years bore the following testimony: 'When we first came into 
the street it was so rough we thought we should not be able to remain; 
but it seems as quiet as a village now. I have often felt for you, and 
have wondered how you could endure the interruptions you have had 
to contend with. You certainly have persevered and worked hard. I 
have been surprised how you could preach at all.'" 

The most devoted secularist who may delude himself with the notion 
that he is making the most of this world, must be prepared to admit that 
his system cannot pretend to be a cure either for drunkenness or squalor. 
A profession of its tenets never raises a man above low grovelling and 
sensual indulgence, if that be the bent of his inclinations. Huw does 
infidelity account for the fact that the gospel always effects a cure when 
all mere human invenlions have failed? 

One case in point was unusually interesting. A secularist of the 
town one d~ called on one of the readers while actually suffering from 
delirium tremens. Once or twice on former occasions the man had 
been on the verge of committiug suicide. He now entered the house, 
looking haggard and wild, as though contemplating some folly or mis
chief. " I have been wandering about since three o'clock this morning, 
and can find no rest," he cried, in tones betokening the torture he en
dured. "I don't know what to do, I am sure." That day was the turning 
point, and the miserable unbeliever has long since become a reformed 
~an. He once produced quite a sensation in one of the cottage gath_er
mgs by thanking God for being allowed to be found at such a meetmg 
as that. Well might he do so when he contrasted what he had been 
with what he was. 
. W~at the operatives themselves say about these little religious meet
ings 1s both encouraging and suggestive. One poor W?~an remarked 
at the close of one of them, "Your meeting at the rn1ss10n-room has 
already done good. A man in this street was there who has been 



A SATURDAY NIGHT AT NORTRAMPl'ON. 

addicted to drink, Rnd WRR so wrought upon that he has resolved to give 
it up. I could not avoid noticing how he looked at you. I felt sure 
he was deeply impre11sed. I am very glacl, as he hRe not behRved 
kind)~ to 11ome of his children. I was surprised to see so many there 
who I know bed not attended e, place of worahip for years." Another 
womRn 11.t whose house the meetings were held was converted t.l1rough 
their instrumentality. 

A man who hed led a loose kind of life once remarked : "I was 
pre!!ent at your meeting, and am resolved to give up visiting public
hoases. I am convinced there is no life so happy BI! a religious one, and 
I hope I may be able to live such an one. Your remarks about places of 
amusement were very true; they are the ruin of many an one. I wish 
there were more such meetings as yours ; there should be something 
every night to keep people from public-houses. When yon were speak
ing of the sanctity of marriage one man there hung his head, and well 
he might ; for he has left his wife and is living with another woman. 
I could not avoid noticing how ashamed he looked. I hope he may see 
his errors and renounce them. I mean to continue to attend your 
meetings, and trust they may be the means of good to many." 

These Scripture-readers have not, as a rule, benefited by any special 
training for their work; but they are able, nevertheless, to present the 
gospel to enquirers in a simple, effective way. One of them has this 
note respecting a seeker who found some difficulty in grasping the great 
truth that salvation is without money and without price:-" When ex
plaining to him God's readiness to save repentant sinners, I used the 
following illustration: 'Supposing a child of yours stood knocking at 
your door during a storm, could you refuse to open it ?' ' I should 
think I could not,' he replied. 'God is more willing to open the door 
of mercy to you than ever yon could be to open the door to your child.' 
'Is he ? I am glad to know that.' ' If yon were to call your child, 
and were to close your door against him, would that be acting like a 
fe.ther ?' ' I could not do such a thing, I should be glad to welcome 
him.' Jesus says-' Come unto me. Him that cometh I will in no 
wise caF-t out.' ' Do you think he says what he does not mean ?' ' Oh 
dear no ; how can I think so ?' ' If you were in want, and I were to 
offer you food, and you would not hold out your hand to acoept it, whose 
fault would it be if yon did not have it ?' ' Why, my own, to be 
sure.' ' J esns died to purchase you salvation, and offers it you without 
money and without price ; whose fault will it be if you don't have it ?' 
' Why, my own. I did not think it was so; I begin to see the mat~er. 
If Jesus will as readily save me as I would open the door to my child, 
I believe I shall be saved, for I want to be. You have greatly helped 
me : my mind is more at rest.' On another occasion, not long before 
his death, I asked him if he were afraid to die? when he replied:-' No, 
I am longing for the time.' 'Do you think _you~sel~ prepared for so 
solemn an event ?' 'I look to Jesus and believe m lum ; and you told 
me the Bible says :-Whosoever believeth in him shall not perish : but 
have everlasting life.' 'Then you don't feel to need any other Saviour?' 
' No, I only need one like Jesus. He's enough ; I feel him to be so. 
He came to save sinners, and I know I'm one. I remember what you 
told me about his being more willing to open the door of mercy to me 
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thnn I should be to admit my chilcl. I feel he has opene<l this door ; 
I nm now waiting for him to open to me the door of heaven.' Thus he 
died." 

Mr. S-, another visitor employed in II district called KingRthorpe 
Hnllow, says thal he found Lhe neighbourhood very benighted and 
scl'ptical. Good feeling now exists, and mnch good has been done. 
"When I first begun my labours," he says, "I opened two Rervices a 
week, on Sunday and Thursday evenings; but they proved failureR, one 
aged man alone attending beside myself, and he one night failed; but 
after much prayer to God, making house to house visitation, and getting 
up tea- meetings, after which, prayer, singing, reading the Holy Scrip
tures, and addresses were given by friends, the schoolroom in which we 
held our services became too small for us, numbers having to go into an 
upper room. We have been obliged to open extra services in accord
ance with the wishes of the people." 

Regarding the fruits of these cottage gatherings, he gives this ex
ample as a specimen: "A young man and his wife were induced to 
attend one of the tea-meetings, the man having been a great drunkard, 
having furnished and sold his home up four times, and spent the money 
among drunken companions, leaving his wife and children destitute; 
while listening to the parable of the Prodigal Son, he saw his own case, 
and, bursting into tears, he said he had hall enough of the husks; from 
henceforth he would serve God." 

There was another young man who, having been" a great drunkard," 
but having become a '' temperance man," felt his need of something 
better, for he said his home had been a hell upon earth long enough, 
and he wished to know what he could do to alter it, when, after showing 
him how willing God was to blot out his transgressions like a thick 
cloud, and his sins and iniquities he would remember them no more, he 
at once closed with God's plan of mercy, and wes enabled to find peace 
with God through the blood of his Son. His wife and child, with him
self, are now all endeavouring to walk so as to please God. 

There is another evil which Secularism, with all its cant about 
making the best of this world, has failed to cure, namely, wife-beating. 
We are sorry to have to testify that in Northampton wife-beaters are 
far too numerous. In a certain cottage a woman in weak health, and 
suffering from the effects of her husband's ill-usage, is still anxious about 
her eternal interests. She is questioned closely about her condition. 
"Do you fear hell?" "I do." She then goes on to narrate a very remark
~ble ~ream which she experienced nearly twelve months before. She 
1magmed that two supernatural beings entered her chamber, and t~at 
each presBed her to accompany him to an unknown land. Followmg 
one_ of the creatures as a guide, the way was led along a dark passa~e 
until they seemed to have arrived at the world of shadows. So awful 
were the surroundings that the woman becro-ed to be allowed to return 
once again to her home and children ; b1~t not until she had pleaded 
earnestly was she allowed to do so. She then encountered the other angel, 
w\10 g~ided her to a city of liberty and beauty. The p~lac~ \"\"0.S ablaze 
with light, and the heart of erery inhabit.ant swelled with Joy. When 
she awoke in profuse perspiration, and told her husband, he laughed at 
her simrilicity. Soon after he beat her in a brutal manner, and by other 
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means endeavoured tb keep her out of the kingdom. Some of the 
brave1,t and most heroic creatures on earth are found among poor 
11"omen wit,h ungodly husbands-wives who, in spite of every hindrance 
i;et up by men and devils, are pressing forward to win the crown of 
everh11,ting life. True heroines, they deserve to be mentioned in the 
daily prayers of all the saints. 

We have said enough to llhow the general character of the North
ampton town mission, and the kind of success which is rewarding its 
&.gents. We do not intend to insinuate that they are the only workers 
in the field. Fa.r from it, there are in the thick of the fight good men 
and true of our own and other denominations, but just now we keep to 
this one agency. Though the battle with infidelity is strictly speaking 
a local matter, the work is on manv accounts a service of national im
portance, and, as such, is worthy of the cordial support of friends at n 
distance. The town is the provincial hend-quarters of Secularism, and 
for that very reason should recei-1-e great attention from the church at 
large. Thongh the agents of the mission are for the most part mem
bers of the Establishment, their devotion to the work bears a Puritan
like stamp, and their superintending vicars, such as .Mr. Lamb and Mr. 
King, are thoroughly evangelical. If subscriptions flowed in more 
freely the hands of all would be strengthened. Besides money, approved 
gospel publications would be cheerfully received. The honorary collector 
is Mr. Richard Harris, 6, Bridge-street, Northampton. 

ltrrars .of fgt ~orh fa bt frtttCMth. 
DO you believe the Bible? Then depend upon it hell is a subject 

that ou_qht not to be kept back. It is striking to observe the many 
texts about it in Scripture. It is striking to observe that none say so 
much a.boot it as our Lord Jesus Christ, that gracious and merciful 
Saviour; and the apostle John, whose heart seem11 fall of love. Truly 
it may well be doubted whether we ministers speak of it as much as we 
ought. I canMt forget the words ofa dying hearer of Mr. Newton:
" Sir, you often told me of Christ and salvation, why did you not 
oftener remind me of hell and danger ? " Let others hold their peace 
about hell if they will-I dare not do so. I see it plainly in Scripture, 
and I must speak of it. I fear that thousands are on that broad 
way that leads to it, and I would fain arouse them to a sense of 
t,he peril before them. What would you say of the man who saw his 
neighbour's house in danger of being burned down, and never raised 
the crv of" Fire"? What ought to be said of us as ministers, if we 
call o~rsel ves watchme11. for souls, and yet see the fires of hell raging in 
the distance, and never give the alarm? Call it bad taste if you like, 
to speak of hell. Call it chai·ity to make things pleasant, and speak 
smoothly, and soothe men with a constant lullaby of peace. From 
such notions of taste and charity may I ever be delivered! My notion 
of charity is ever to warn men plainly of danger. My notion of taste 
in the ministerial office is to declare all the counsel of God. If I never 
spoke of hell, I should think I had kept back something that was 
profitable, and should look on myself as an accomplice of the devil.
J. C. RYLE. 



57 

H ®nlu n litfit ant." 
Matthew xviii. 5. 

I. 
Dnrk W!IB the night, and cold the wintry wind, 
When at my door a feeble knock I heard; 
To leave the genial warmth I had no mind, 
Until a thought of pity in my bosom stirred. 

II. 
Perchance some trav'ler, wandering from his road, 
In unknown f:Jarts was lost amid the storm; 
Would ask the pathway to his own abode, 
Or beg a shelter till the dawn of morn. 

III. 
Bitter the gust which through the portal blew; 
My light was quenched, the evening was so wild: 
But, drenched and trembling, from the storm I drew, 
All pale with fright, a_little stranger child. 

IV. 
A little child, in thin and tattered garb; 
All tangled by the wind his golden hair: 
By no ill feature was his beauty marred, 
I thought him one almost divinely fair. 

V. 
I took away his torn and dripping dress, 
And wrapped him in a raiment of my own : 
He drank my cup, which first he sweetly blessed, 
And shared the food I thought to eat alone. 

VI. 
I know not how it was, but all that night 
Sweeter than e'er before was evening rest; 
There seemed to hover round me beings bright, 
And a sabbatic calm was in my breast. 

VII. 
With morning light I sought my storm-brought child, 
And, lo ! he was not there : 
But in his place, all dignified and mild, 
One filled his vacant chair. 

VIII. 
A thorn-crown wore he on his regal brow, 
A wound was in the hand he gently raised. 
All filled with shame unto the dust I bowed, 
While thus my evening ministry he praised: 

IX. 
" Heaven's blessings on thee for thy kindly deed ; 
Such acts of mercy I do always see: 
Feed thou a hungry little one in need 
And thou hast made a royal feast for me.'' ALFRED B.u:. 
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AN ADDRE!'IS RY 0. H. 8PURGEON, AT THE PRAYER MEETING AT 
THE TARERNACLEl ON A MONDAY EVENING. 

The letter which I am about to read comes from B certain county in 
Scotland. Each line begins in the original with ll capital letter, so that 
it wears the appearance of poetry. I believe the idea is current in 
remote country places that this is the correct way of writing, and the 
writer is too earnest to do anything carelessly or contrary to rule. 
Here is the letter:-

" To the Very Rev. C. H. Spurgeon-Believing that you are one of 
the faithful servants of God, and also that you have a large congregation, 
and that tbere is many a true believer among them; therefore I pro
posed to \\Tite to you in the hope that you and your congregation will 
remember me in your daily prayers, and also that it will be made public 
that I am requesting the prayers of the Lord's people for my soul and 
everlasting salvation, knowing that the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. Dear sir, I may tell you that I am suffer
ing much from the adversary. It is true that I cannot compare myself 
to that holy man, John Bunyan, but in the book that he wrote under this 
title, 'Grace Abounding,' he tells us how he was tempted; and I feel 
that the old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, who deceived Eve in 
the Garden, and who was tempting that saint John Bunyan, with many 
of the same temptations, tempteth me on this day, and if you would know 
all that I am suffering from his fiery darts, you would have commisera
tion with me. I believe it will be twenty-five years now, if not more, 
since I began to pray to God, and yet my temptations are terrible. Yet 
I cannot say that I am in despair, for I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and I will see him. My trials from the adversary are awful. It may be 
when I am on my knees praying to God that he will come to me as 
sudden as a gunshot, and I believe doing all he can to steal my heart 
and affections away from God and heaven, and trying to make me say 
some wrong word; and many a time he will make my heart and flesh 
tremble while I am at my meat or talking, or in the house of worship, 
or travelling. In whatever condition I am, I feel that he is doing all he 
can to ruin my poor soul; therefore, I request the earnest prayer of all 
Christians for my poor soul, and I know for one, and for the first one, 
that you will not refuse this su pplicat:ion to me. I believe that we never 
saw one another in the flesh, and God only knows if we will see each 
other on the face of the earth ; but I hope we will see one another in 
heaven where the adversaries can never come near us. I hope this will 
be told before your congregation on Sabbath first.-1 am, dear sir, your 
obedient servant, who resides in the county of --. 'The Lord 
knoweth all them that are his.' 

P.S.-1 will be happy to see your kind advice either in a tract or in a 
newspaper. I am a reader of the Herald." 

I very mnch demur to the commencement, "To the Very Reverend 
C. H. Spurgeon," for no reverence is due to me. Romaine used to 
say tliat it was "l'ery astonishiag to observe how many reverend, right 
reverend, and very reverend sinners there were upon the face of the 
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cnrth. Assuredly reverend and sinner make a curious combination, and 
ns I know that I am the second, I repudiate the first. To me it is sur
prising that such a flattering title should have been invented, and more 
nmAzing still that good men should be found who are angry if this title 
be not duly given to them. However, the superscription is n. sm,ill 
mntter. I would make a few remarks upon the letter itself in order 
tha.t we may the more intelligently and fervently present our sup
plicaLions on the writer's behalf. 

And first we notice with pleasure that lhB writer is not alto_r;ether in 
despair, for he expressly say11, "I know that my Redeemer liveth." If 
he would dwell more on his living Redeemer, and look less at the 
changeful current of his own thoughts, the snare would be broken, and 
he would escape. It is very charming to see how poor souls when 
tossed to and fro by the devil will yet hold on to their hope : half afraid 
to think that J eeus is theirs, they nevertheless feel that they could not 
give up what little hope they have. By a blessed inconsistency they 
doubt and yet cling, dread and yet trust, condemn themselves and yet 
hope. Such souls are a riddle, puzzling their friends, and most of all 
confusing themselves. Could we but persuade them to give their 
thoughts to that blessed "I know," they would soon chase away the 
enemy, for Satan abhors a believing "I know." He is more content 
with" I hope," and best pleased with" I am afraid"; bat" I know" 
stings him dreadfully, and if he who can truly say it will arm himself 
with that mind he will ere long overcome the enemy. Satan dreads 
the Redeemer's name, and he falls like lightning from heaven before 
those who know how to plead it with confidence. 

Having noticed the pleasing point in the letter, we are now forced to 
remark that it is a very dreadful thing to be tempted twenty-jive years 
in thz's way, and yet this is not the only case zce have heard of in which 
temptatien has been both long and strong. I have in my library a 
book by Timothy Rogers upon " Trouble of Mind," in which he tells us 
of Mr. Rosewell and Mr. Porter, both ministers, the latter of whom 
was six years oppressed by Satan, and yet afterwards rejoiced in the 
light of God's countenance. Mr. Robert Bruce, many years ago 
minister in Edinburgh, was twenty years under terrors of conscience, 
and yet found deliverance. Rogers says-" You have in the 'Book of 
Martyrs,' written by Mr. Fox, an instance of Mr. Glover, who was 
so worn and consumed with inward trouble for the space of five years, 
that he neither had any comfort in his meat nor any quietness of sleep, 
nor any pleasure of life ; he was as perplexed as if he had been in the 
deepest pit of hell, yet at last this good servant of God, after such 
sharp temptations, and strong buffetings of Satan, was freed from all 
his trouble, and was thereby led to great mortification, and was like 
one already placed in heaven, leading a life altogether celestial, abhorri~g 
in his mind all profane things." None of these cases extend to qmte 
the length of time mentioned in the letter, bub I remember to have 
heard of one who lay in the prison-house some twenty-seven years, and 
yet came forth to perfect liberty: but even this is less remarkable than 
the case mentioned by Turner in his "Remarkable Providences," of 
Mr. Charles Langford, the author of a book called" God's "\Yonderful 
Mercy iu the Mount of Woeful Extremity." He therein says that for 
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neRr forty yeers he had been severely buffeted by Sat1m, who left no 
l'ltone unturned t.o do him all the mischief he could. l<'or forty years 
Wal! he led t-hrongh the uncomfortable wilderness of temptation, aud hi.a 
cleare11t dey all t.hat time was but dark, Satan filling his soul with 
ent'fled injections, blasphemous thoughtR, and dreadful temptations. 
The Lord was pleal'led to make use of his godly wife for hie deli
verance. He overheard her pleading at the throne of grace, ae was he1· 
wont, after this fai;hion-" My Father ! My Father! What wilt thou 
do with my husband? He bath been flpeaking and actini:r still in thy 
came. Oh, destroy him not, for thine own glory. What dishonour will 
come t.o thy great name if thou do it ! Oh, rather do with me as thou 
wilt. But spare my husband," &c. "God, who delights to advance 
hiF own power by using small and unlikely means, came," said he, 
" and owned his own ordinance, and crowned the cries, and faith, and 
patience of a poor woman with such success that my praise shall be 
continually of him. Mine adversary, the devil, was sent to his own 
place hy my dear Lord Christ, who brake the door of brass and rescued 
me from his fory." So you see that long temptation by Satan is not 
so rare a trial as some would suppose. 

But these temptations of the devil, d,o they come to really gracious men? 
Certainly. The instances I have given prove it, and besides, our 
reason would lead us to expect it. If a foot-pad were on the road, and 
knew something about the travellers, he would not stop beggars, for he 
would know that they have nothing to lose. Would he try to rob the 
rich or the poor ? Those that have money, of course, would be his 
game, and just so Satan assaults those who have grace, and leaves those 
who have none. 

When a sportsman ii;; engaged in duck-shooting, he does not hurry 
himself to pick up the dead ducks that fall around him, he pays 
all his attention to those which are full of life and are only wounded, 
and may perhaps get away. He can pick up the dead ones at any time. 
Even so, when Satan sees that a 1p.an's soul is wounded, and yet that it 
has a measure of spiritual life, he bends his strength in that direction in 
the hope of securing that poor bleeding spirit. It is grace that attracts his 
malicious eye and his diabolical arrows. He would not sift if there were 
no wheat, nor break into the house if there were no treasure within. 
It is no ill proof, therefore, when you find yourself tempted of Satan, 
his assaults are no sign of a want of grace, but rather a token of the 
presence of it. 

But can a good man be (,empted to use bad language? Ah, that he can. 
The purest mind is sometimes most of all assaulted by insinuations 
of the filthiest thoughts and most horrible words. I was brought up 
as a child with snch care that I knew but very little of foul or profane 
language, having scarcely ever heard a man swear. Yet do I remember 
times in my earliest Christian days when there came into my mind 
thoughts so evil that I clapped my hand to my mouth for fear I should be 
led to give utterance to them. 'l'his is one way in which Satan tortures 
thoae whom God has delivered out of his hand. Many of the choicest 
sai1,ts have been thus molested. Beloved, thi::ik it not strange con
cerning this fiery trial when it comes upon you, for no new thing is 
happening unto you but such as is common to men. 
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What is fo be dono, fhen, in the ca~c or one who i11 bcat,en down 
and IJRrnsscd by fierce temptation? If I were the writer of' t.hiR 
Jetter. I ~nppo~c I Ahonltl do nR he does, hut if I acted rightly T 11•011/il 
_r;o awl tell the Lord Jrrns ('!trist all about the devil'11 sug-Qestions, and 
beg him to interfere and restrain the evil one. H is his office to brni~e 
the serpent's head, cmd he can and will do it. We need not fear that 
our poor cries and tears will be in vain: Jesus is very faithful, and 
will come to our rescue. "That great Shepherd of the sheep'' will not 
allow the wolf to worry his lambs to death. 

In addition to spreading his case before the Lord, it may be helpful 
to the tern pted one to write down his trouble. Very much of pertur
bation of mind arises out of absolute con~usion of thought, and a 
written statement may help to clear away the cobwebs. Luther threw 
an inkstand at the devil's head at the Wartburg, and the example may 
be wisely followed, for often when you see your misty thought con
densed in black and white before your own eyes it will not exercise 
over you one half the power which it possessed before, and often there 
will be an end of it altogether. I have told you before of the poor 
woman who complained to her minister that she did not love the 
Saviour. So the pastor went to the window, and with hi~ pencil wro~e 
on a piece of paper, "I do not love the Lord Jesus Christ." Taking 
it to the good woman be said, "Now, Sarah, will you put your name 
to the bottom of that ?'' Her horror was most manifest, and she 
cried, " Oh, no sir, I could not do it; I would die first." "But you 
said so." ••Yes, I did, but I will not write it. I love the Lord Jesus 
too much to sign any such a document." Is there not wisJom in my 
advice to write down your temptation? 

Still the main remedy is to keep on going to the Saviour as each 
new blasphemy is injected, and as each fresh sin is Ruggested, for he 
will send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to deliver you. If Satan sees 
a soul constantly driven to Christ by his temptations, he is too C'rafty 
to continue them. He will say to himself, "These attacks of mine 
accomplish nothing, for every time that I tempt him he runs to his 
Saviour, and so becomes stronger and holier. I will let him alone, 
and perhaps he will then go to sleep, and so I shall do him greater 
mischief by my quietness than by roaring at him." The devil 
is a cowardly spirit, aud fears to meet the courageous in heart. 
Stretch out your hand and lay hold upon the sword of the Spirit, and 
give him a believing thrust, and he will spread his dragon wiag-s in 
dastard flight. A man had better go a hundred miles roundabout, 
over hedge and ditch, rather than meet the arch enemv, yet if any of 
you must meet him, be not dismayed, but face it out with him. Resist, 
and he will flee; May we in all our conflicts with him fight the good 
fight so bravely that when a memorial is set up to record the conflict 
iL may bear those lines of honest John Bunyan :-

" The man so bravely phlyed the man, 
He made the fiend to flv; 

\Vhel'eof a monument I stand, 
'l'he same to testify." 

May the brother whose letter I have read find the Lord to be his 
strong- helper, and speedily come forth out of darkness into Illarvellon,; 
light! 
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BY MR. B. BROOMHALL, OF THE CHINA INLAND MISSION'. 

DURING the last few daye my thoughts have been dwelling upon 
some remarkable words of Mr. Spurgeon's. When noticing in 

his rnagezine, The Sword and {he T,·owel, our volume of China's 
.thll1ons for 1877, Mr. Spurgeon suggested that it would be a worthy 
work to purchase the volume and give it to others that it might plead 
for China. He then went on to say, "How vast the area, how profound 
the need, how urgent the claims of that vast empire ! The Christian 
C~urch has not begun to think of it yet in a thoroughly earnest spirit. 
!f hen will the wail of the dying milli.cms be heard?" I do not kn0w how 
m so few words there could be a more powerful appeal on behalf of 
China. There i11 a recognition of China's vast need and claims, a 
soiemn statement, and an almost despairing question. We cannot 
rmprove the order of thought, let us follow it. 

Mr. Spurgeon refers to 
THE VAST AREA OF CHINA. 

How few realize this ! In extent, China proper is about eighteen times 
larger than Great Britain; while the empire of China is as large as 
Europe, and about one-third more. Larger than Europe, it is richer 
in agricultural products, and richer also in its mineral resources. China, 
therefore, as the largest heathen country in the world, and as the most 
important heathen country in the world, has powerful claims to 
attention. 

But China, regarded merely in its superficial extent, or in view of 
its almost boundless natural wealth, fades into insignificance before 

CHINA IN ITS HlJl{AN ASPECTS. 

"This," to quote Dr. Williamson's impressive words, "is a most 
absorbing subject. Just think of it: that vast, wide, and most pro
mising territory, full of human beings, immortal spirits, made in the 
im9?e of God, possessing no knowledge of their Father in heaven, of 
the love which God has for them, or of Jesus Christ whom he has sent; 
darkness in them, above them, round them, and before them; knowing 
nothing of a sure foundation; no anchor to their souls; like waifs on 
a restless oceim, driven hither aud thither by the passions and opinions 
of men. One-third of the fallen family of man without that letter 
from heaven which God has placed in our hands to be distributed 
among them for their salvation l One-third! But this does not bring 
the matter properly before us. Suppose no China, and suppose that the 
Chinamen were distributed over the whole world-Europe, Asia, Africa, 
America, Australia, and the isles of the sea-why, every third man you 
should meet would be a Chinaman, and every third house a Chinese 
dwelling! Speak of Jamaica l why, there are more people in Peking 
tlian in the whole island ; or of the Samoan Islands, a most promising 
group of the South Seas, with its 35,000 people l why, that would only 

• TL0ugL thi, bas Leen already issued in" Cbina'B Millions," we muBt give it here, 
i,c,F,;r,g tL11t Gud may bless it. 
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be a liUle bH of n city in China. There are a dozen citiea within a few 
days' journey of Chefoo, in which there are as mFLny, and in severnl in
stances double thnt population. Speak of MadagaRcar, with itil 
4,000,000 or 5,000,000-that is only one-seventh of the single province 
[Shan-tung] in which it is my pri'filege to dwell." With such a 
country in view, and with R11ch spiritual destitntion, Mr. Spurgeon 
may well exclaim, "How vast the area, how profound the neetl, how 
1ergent tho claims of that vast empire !" 

But is he justified in saying that 

"THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH HAS NOT BEGUN TO THINK OF CHINA. 
YET IN A THOROUGHLY EARNEST SPIRIT "? 

Has not the London Missionary Society had missionaries in China 
for seventy years? Have not all the principal missionary societies 
missionaries in China ? Is the assertion warranted ? The statement 
is one solemn to awfulness. It is deliberately made, and in well-chosen 
words ; but is it true ? Can it be, that concerning a country so vast 
and so populous "the Christian Church has not even begun to think 
of it yet in a thoroughly earnest spirit"? The enquiry concerns each 
one of us. In a spirit of personal responsibility, and with a desire to 
know the truth, let us see. 

If the Christian Church had begun to think of China in a thoroughly 
earnest spirit, how should we know it ? What would be the evidence 
and proof? Would not this earnestness find its manifestation in three 
ways ? First, in earnest, unceasing prayer for China. True concern for 
the salvation of the millions of China would find its first expression in 
importunate believing prayer to God in their behalf. In a realizing 
view of China's need there would be borne in upon the Church, as 
never before, the meaning of the Saviour's words: " The harvest traly 
is great, but the labourers are few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.'' 

Secondly, should we not look for the manifestation of this earnestness 
in the number of men sent to China ? In answer to the prayers of a 
church in earnest, many yonng men would be forthcoming and would 
be sent out. 

Thirdly, should we not look for the evidence of this earnestness in 
the amount of the freewill offerings given to carry on the work of 
spreading the gospel in China ? 

Here, then, are three tests by which the accuracy of Mr. Spurgeon's 
statement may be tried-

The prayer offered } 
The nnmber of men sent for China's evangelization. 
The amount of money given 

FIRST TEST. 

Let us apply these tests. First, as to prayer. This, the truest test, 
is the most difficult to apply. Only He who is the hearer and answerer 
of prayer knows how much prayeL" is offered day by day for the poor 
dying millions of China. He who alone is able to say, " I know thy 
works," knows how much we care for these neglected ones, these 
perishing multitudes to whom He commands us _to make known His 
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lon.-.. Oar missionary prayer-meetings, however, afford some evidence. 
Are they numerous and well attended ? Do they show tllllt the Church 
hos began to think of Chin rt in I\ thoroughly earnest spirit? We lertve 
the question to be answered by personal experience. 

SEC0:SD TEST. 
Next, fhe number of mi.m"ci11arir.~ sent to China. This is easily ascer

tnined; but to judge whether they are as many as the Christion Church, 
if in earnest, would send, the number of labourers going ont must be 
compared with the work to be done, and with the number of labourers 
at home. How does the matter stand ? 

There is in China about one lllissionary to spread abroad the know
ledge of the Name which is above every name, among a million of 
people! Taking China 11s a whole, the missionaries there say, "We 
stand as two missionaries for Scotland"; and as half the missionaries in 
China are from America and Germany, it appears that the churches of 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, all united, have only in China one 
mii:sionary to two millions of Chinese. Is this evidence of a church in 
earnest about China ? 

Will our friends bear with us if we go a step further, and refer in 
detail to what the churches are doing? We do so, let it be distinctly 
understood, not b_v way of reflection upon any section of the Christian 
Church, but to bring out more clearly the extent of present endeavour 
for China. The fact that the London Missionary Society has had mis
&ionaries in China about seventy years, and that all the principal mis
sionary societies have missionaries there, may cause many to suppose 
that more is being done for China thau really is, and Mr. Spurgeon's 
statement that "the Christian Church has not begun to think of it yet 
in a thoroughly earnest spirit" may appear to some a dit:paragement of 
present effort. Let all who care for Christ's cause in China consider 
the following particulars:-

THE CHUB.CH OF ENGLAKD.-Frorn a statement before us it apprars that 
theclergyoftheChurcb of England nnmber2::l,300. What proportion 
of these are in China? We turn to missionary reports, and these 
show that the Church of England is represented in China by 23 
missionaries, of whom 21 arc connected with the Church Missionary 
Society, and 2 belong to the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel. One misRionary to about 15,500,000 souls. 

The CONGREGATIONALISTS, whose ministers number 2,500, are repre
sented by 23 missionaries of the London Missionary Society, 
being one missionary to about 15,500,000. 

The P.H.ESBYTERIANS have 28 missionaries, or one to 12J mi!lions. 
The WEBLEYANS, whose ministers number 1,910, and with about 14,000 

local preachers, are represented by 20 missionaries in China-one 
missionary to about 18 millions. 

Other branches of Methodisrn,-the NEW CONNEXION and the UNITED 
METHODIST FnEE CHUl!CH, are represented by 7 missionaries in 
China-about 1 to 51 millions. 

The BAPTISTS, whose ministers number 2,000, are represented by two 
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missionaries in China, in con11ectirm with the Dapti8t Missionary 
Societ.v-1 misAionary to ahont 180 milliom. 

If the missionaries in connection with the Crmu INf,AND MrnRr0N 
who are memhers of the 11hove-named chnrchrR, were arlrlerl to ench it 
won Id somewhat modify the above numbers; but, even then, woulrl it ~ot 
be munifest that, tried by the test of the namher of mi~sionariP8 sent 
out, 'l'l'C cannot say that the Christian Church is in earnest about the 
cvangelization of China ? 

We rejoice to hear that the Baptist Missiomtry Society purpose8 t0 

send out five more missionaries to China. Surel.r it is time. We 
should rejoice to know that all the sections of the Church were enabled 
to double or treble the number of their missionaries. 

THIRD TEST. 
We now pass to the third test named, viz., The money expended for 

the evangelization of China:-
W e receive from China through our Indian Government from seven 

to nine millions sterling yearly, in the shape of duty on the opium, 
which, to China's great injury and to our own national dishonour, we have 
thrust upon that country. This is what we have done and are doin:r for 
China's injury: what are we doing for China's good? It appears upon 
examination that the total missionary expenditure of England in one 
year for China's enlightenment does not exceed £70,000. Not as much 
as one-seventeenth part of a penny in the pound income-tax would 
produce ! Not as much in five years to spread the gospel in China as 
is expended in intoxicating drinks in this country in one day! Not 
even as much to make the gospel known among a third part of 
the population of our earth as is sometimes expended in this country in 
the erection of a single church or chapel. 

Our remarks, however, must be limited to those who truly constitute 
the Christian Church, and here again the measure of earnestness will be 
all the more clearly shown if we refer to its several sections. The 
amounts expende:l by the various missionary societies, as stated in the 
last reports, are as follows:-
Church Missionary Society ... ...... ......... ...... £17,175 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel......... 901 

London Missionary Society .......................... . 
English Presbyterian Mission .................... . 
United Presbyterian Church ....................... . 
Irish Presbyterian Mission ....................... . 
Church of Scotland Presbyterian :Mission ........ . 

Wesleyan Missionary Society ....................... . 
New Connexion Methodist Mission .............. . 
United Methodist Free Churches ................. . 

10,4-!0 
2,377 

832 
789 

6,238 
5,9G9 
l,2GO 

Baptist Mission ......................................... • • • • • • • • • · · · · 
UNDENOMINATIONAL MISSIONS. 

British and Foreign Bible Society• ............................. . 
National Bible Society of Scotland ............................. . 

£18,076 
10,529 

£1!,438 

£13,-!G 7 
4n 

£1,5~8 
9J7 

5 
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Religions TrRct Society• ......................................... . 
Chine Inland Mission ............................................ . 
Society for Promotion of Female Edncation .................... . 

8,G44 
500 

• Including Japan• Total............ £Gn,301 

Do these amounts show the measure of China's need ? or do they 
indicate the limit of the Church's capacity to give? 

Let ns look at them a little more closely, and once again let it be 
distinctly understood that we disclaim most sincerely any disposition 
to uncharitable criticism. We wonld, if we knew how, bring every 
Christian in England face to face with China's deep spiritual need, and 
mth nneqnfrocal plainness, but in a spirit of charity and love, show 
them what is being done for China by the Church at _large. 

We know well the self-denying spirit of many, both rich and poor, 
who esteem it a prinlege to give as they are able. The entire income 
of the China Inland Mission being made np of volnntery offerings, we
have from time to time most touching proof of the self-sacrificing 
efforts of many whose sympathy has been called forth by the knowledge 
of China's need. 

Last month a contributor wrote, saying that he felt constrained again 
to send help for sending out more missionaries, and added, " You know 
how glad I am to be the privileied channel." He enclosed a cheque 
for £200. This with what he had sent the month before made £594. 
Only this morning a letter came saying, " A friend of very limited 
means remits you £1, the tenth part of her half-yearly income." No 
name is given, bnt the amount is sent through another friend; and 
sums much smaller, down to a few postage stamps, are continually 
being received with words of such real and deep sympathy that it is 
evident the givers would most gladly send more if they could. 

There is not a misEionary society whose donation lists do not repre
sent similar devotedness. With this in mind, a few words on the total 
amonntE contribuied through the missionary societies for China may 
not be in vain. 

It appears from the :figures we have quoted that the amount expended 
yearly by-

The CHURCH MrssroN.A.RY SOCIETIF.S, China, is about £18,000. 
If this sum were divided among the professed members of the Church 
of England, we do not know -vhat it would amount to for each, but if 
divided among the benefices, of which it appears there are 13,357, it 
would be much less than 30s. from each congregation. Will not many 
friends of missions who are members of the Church of England be 
startled with these :figures ? 

The LONDON M1ss10N.A.RY SocIETY expends, it appears, £10,529 
yearly in China. This Society had the honour of being first in the 
field: it sent out those noble men, Morrison, Milne, and Medlmrst; 
and its missionaries ever since have held a distinguished place in China. 
Do the friends of this Society realize the fact that the total 11mount 
of their expenditure for the spread of the Gospel among a third put 
of the world's population is less than one-third the money expenued at 
home in tht erection of a single chapel ? 
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Tho WFJALEYAN MIASIONARY SOCIETY reports £6,238 expentlell in 
China. 

Mr. Smithies has snggested that n. box shonld be pnt on the tra
table, and a penny put in for missions in China whenever we have t8~. 
Will Mr. Smithies believe that if every Wesleyan Church member put 
one half-penny into the box once a month, it would come to more 
money than onr Wesleyan friends are now giving for the conversion of 
China? 

THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY reports an expenditure in China 
of £491. Taking the number of members, as reported in the "Baptist 
Hand-Book," we find that one half-penny a year from each member put 
into the missionary box for China would raise a larger sum than they 
now give for missionary work in China ! 

These calculations are startling, and almost incredible. We know 
that we may be reminded that we are speaking of only one part of the 
great mission field. We know that; but we are speaking of the 
largest heathen country in the world, of the most important heathen 
country in the world ; containing about a third of the population 
of the world; and this is what the principal sections of the Christ
ian Church in this land are doing to bless and eave these connt
less multitudes, who, without the knowledge of salvation, are passing 
into eternity at the rate of a million a month, or 33,000 every day! 
"What an agonizing thought ! Souls of men endowed with the most 
glorious faculties, perishing for lack of that knowledge which bas been 
entrusted to us for diffusion I Souls which might be emancipated from 
sin, transferred into the kingdom of God, and thus established in a 
career of ever-widening intelligence, and ever-deepening joy, 'to shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever.''' 

In view of what the Cbnrcb is doing, whether regard be had to the 
prayer offered, the men sent, or the money given for China, the state
ment that "The Christian Church has not begun to think of it yet in 
a thoroughly earnest spirit'' is awfully true, and Mr. Spurgeon may 
well ask almost in despair, " When will the wail of the dying mz"llions be 
heard?" We reiterate the qnestion; and the thoughts now expre~sed 
will not be in vain, if they lead each one to ask, '' What am I doing ? 
Am I doing all, absolutely all I can?" 

But we must not close without a word of encouragement. We have 
gladly noticed the resolve of the Baptist Missionary Society to send out 
more men. Other societies are also desiring to increase the number of 
their workers. Our Presbyterian friends have honourably distin~uished 
themselves, and in the devotion of a Burns, a Sandiman, a Carstairs 
Douglas, all sections of the Church have rejoiced. The Church Mission, 
the London Mission, and all the other missions in China have had cause 
for encouragement to go forward. The labourers of the China Inland. 
Mission, representing no one section of the Chw·ch, but connected with 
all, have been greatly blessed, and during the year twenty-three new 
missionaries have been added to the band of workers, and others, besides 
the four now with us, are about to follow. 

We note these and other indications of increasing interest in Chi:rn, 
with deep thankfulness ; but the Church generally has not yet risen to 
the faintest conception of its duty and privilege in relation to the people 
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of that land. Notwithstanding all that hes been done, making the 
fullcl'lt end most generon~ a~lowance pos8ible, we reaffirm Mr. Spurgeon's 
11t.a~~m~nt. that the Ohnstum Church hRs not yet begun to think of 
CIHna m a thoroughly earnest spirit. The wail of the dying millions 
haF not been heard. 

The native Christians send over the message, '' Come over and help 
m." A hundred and twenty missionaries assembled in conference, and 
repre11enting the whole bo<ly of Prntestant missionaries in Chine., call 
earnestly upon the whole Church of God for more labourers. They 
appeal to young men to go, reminding them that the fields are white 
nnto. the harvest, and that everything is inviting them to noble service. 
Th~y appeal to fathers and mothers not to hinder, but to encourage 
their soni; and daughters to enter upon mi~sion work:, and to rejoice if 
God inclines them to do 80. They appeal to pastors of churches and 
heads of colleges. They say,'' We do not know what to do for lack of 
men. The country opens : the work grows. Think of one man to 
hold his mm against the surging tide of heathenism ! We are ready to 
be overwhelmed b_r the vastness of the work. Many among us are 
tempted to undertake too many duties; hence the broken health and 
early death of not a few of our best men. We beseech you, therefore, 
to place this matter before the minds of the young." They wish 
students to be reminded that they are under the most solemn obliga
tions to give to the claims of China their earne.st, unbiassed, and prayer
ful consideration. They ask, and we repeat, 

THEIR EARNEST AND SOLEMY QUESTIONS, 

'' 'When will young men press inLo the mission-field as they struggle for 
positions of worldly honour and affluence ? When will parents conse
crate their sons and daughters to missionary work as they search for 
rare openings of worldly influence and honour? When will Christians 
give for missions as they give for luxuries at!d amusements ? When 
will they learn to deny themselves such earthly objects as are dear 
to their hearts? Or rather, when will they count it no self-denial, but 
the highest joy and privilege, to give with the utmost liberality for the 
spread of the gospel among the heathen ?" 

Will not all this be done when the wail which M1·. Kilner, Secretary 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Sueiety, called "the unheard wait, the un
heeded wail, the uncared-for wail of millwns of our fellow-creatures who 
J,,ave been unr,aclwd by the gospel'' is beard by the Christian Church at 
home ? Then what prayer will ascend to the throne of God on behalf 
of those neglected multitudes! Then how eagerly will the Church's 
choicest yonng men press into the mission-field, and how gladly will 
those who cannot go sustain and care for those who do go! The gifts 
for Christ's canse in China will not then be small in comparison with 
the provision made for personal expenditure, for home adornments, for 
costly places of worship at home, and for the selfish accumulation of 
property. But that time bas not yet come; and while in heathen dark
ness, unenlightened, unsaved, abuut twelve millions pass into eternity 
every year, we need to a;,k ourselves and each other, "How long shall 
thiE fearful ruin of souls continue ?" and to repeat Mr. Spurgeon'B 
solem.n and impressive question, "WHEN WILL THE WAIL OF 
THE DYHW MILLIONS BE HEARD?" 
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MANY of the inhabitants of Manche@ter nnd the snrrounding towns 
will rPmember a singnlRr old minister, with a red, round, plea.~:mt

]ooking countenFrnce, nnd a bnld head, who uRnal ly preached in a velvet 
skull-cap. He was a man of strongly Calvinistic views, hut almoRt un
equalled in his description of Christian experience. ThiR man once 
preac.:hed in Rochdale from the text, "Lord, help me I" Having rc<1d 
bis text, he took off his spectaeles, and, in his usual deliberate way, 
looked round on the congregation, saying:- _ 

" Friends, by way of introduction, I will tell you how I got tl1is 
text; and if you will allow me to speak in the first p&rson, I can tell 
you easier by saying "I" than "he." 

"Well, then, before I was fully devoted to the ministry I was in 
business, and, as most business men do, I worked a little on credit. 
When I gave up business and settled as a preacher and pastor of a 
congregation, I was owing several sums of money; but much more 
was owing to me, so that I had no fear of being able to pay my creditors. 
One of these creditors, to whom I owed twenty pounds, called upon me 
for the payment. I said to him, ' I will see what I can do for you next 
Monday.' He called on the Monday, but I had not got the money. 
He was rather cross with me, saying I had no business to promise 
except I intended to perform. This observation roused my pride, and 
I told him that I would pay him on the coming Monday. He went 
away in a rage, saying he hoped I would. 

" I set out the following day to see some of my debtors, not fearing 
but I could raise the twenty pounds; but I did not get one farthing. 
I tried others, but with the same success. I then put duwn on a sheet 
of paper the names of several of my friends, certain that I could 
borrow twenty pounds from any one of them. But, to my utter amaze
ment, I was mistaken. .All of them could sympathise with me a deal 
better than lend me anything; and I began to find out that if a man 
wants to know how many friends he has he had better try to borrow 
some money. 

"The next day I made out another list of names of those not so 
well able to help me as the former, for, I thought, if I can get five 
pounds here, and five pounds there, I shall be able to raise it all. I 
~ravelled many miles on my errand, spending a whole day, but returned 
Ill the evening without one penny. I began to ask myself, 'How is 
this, that I, a respectable man, and, as some people say, a popular 
preacher, cannot in the whole of my acquaintance borrow twenty 
pounds ? I thought I had as many friends as most men, but now I 
cannot find one that will trust me twenty pounds.' My pride got a 
terrible shake, and I felt myself very little indeed. 

"Friday came, and my spirits were sinking. I could not tell which 
way to turn. I had promised to pay, and wus very anxious to fulfil my 
promise for good reasons. My honour and rnracity as a minister of the 
gospel were at stake. I feared that, if I did not pay the man, he would 
sen~ me the bailiffs; and for a parson to have the bailiffs would be a 
terrible disgrace. I read the seventy-third Psalm that morning at family 
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wor!lhip, for I thought it was nearest my case. The mournful portions of 
God'~ word hest Rgree wit.h the feelings of God's mournin~ people. I 
beg:1n to look ont trxts for the Sunday, but I could find none, for I 
could think of nothing but twenty pounds. I tried to read, hut it was 
no use: the twenty pounds covered all the letters. Twenty pounds 
seemed written on everything-on the ceiling, on the walls, in the fire, 
on my dinner-plateta, on the faces of _my wife a_nd childr_e~, and the 
whole of that day was a day of morbid depression of 1,pmts. I was 
reall'" miserable. 

"Saturday morning came, and I rose from a sleepless bed. I ate 
ver_r little breakfast; and when at prayer I was so overcome with m_y 
feclmf:s that my wife asked me if I was poorly or in trouble. 'Yes,' I 
repl:cd, 'I am in trouble enough'; and I then told her all about the c11.use 
of 1:1y i;orrow. She was silent for a few minutes, and then said, 'You 
baYe often talked and preached about the power of faith; I think you 
will 11011" ueed some yourself.' Having said this, she rose from her 
chair, and went rattlinl!" amongst her pots and kettles. She was evidently 
monified because I had been refused the money by those she had con
sidered our friends. 

"}Iy wife is a good Christian woman, but she thinks works are the 
best e1·idcnce of faith, both in preacher and people. 

"Saturday was spent much as Friday had been. I was in a state of 
torpor until evening. I then, with a heavy heart, went upstairs into a 
little room I called my study; for I had three times to preach on the 
Sunday and no text, twenty pounds to pay on the Monday and no 
mol'fy. What was I to do ? For a long time I s11t with my face buried 
in my hands, and then I fell on my knees, and I believe I said, 'Lord, 
help me:' a hundred times, for I could say nothing but ' Lord, help 
me'. Lord, help me!' While praying, I felt an impression that these 
words might serf'e me for one text, and as Sunday came before Monday, 
I beran to prepare, as well as I could, for the Sunday work; but no 
other text could I think of but 'Lord, help me!' . 

" While preaching on the Sanday morning, I had so many thongbts 
n.nd illustrations arising out of the subject, that I felt great liberty in 
preaching. One of my illustrations was about a man I well knew, who 
was :1 deacon of a church, and bad been an exe.;utor for two orphan 
children. He was tempted to make use of the I9oney, and much of it 
was lost. This so preyed upon his mind that he began to drink. He 
lost his character, lost his peace of mind, and died with the reputation 
of a ~·ogue. 'Now,' I said, ' had this man, the executor, when he first 
thought of taking the children's money, resisted the tempt~tion, by 
caliing on God to help him-help him to be honest, help him to do 
nothing but what a professing Christian oug~t to do-instead of_los~ng 
the money, his good name, his peace of mmd, and, perhaps, his hfe, 
God would haf'e heard bis prayer, and saved him.' 

" Koon came; bnt my sermon was not half done. I preached from 
the J.ext again in the afternoon, and again in the evening ; and I felt 
that I could have preached from it a w£ek. So, you see, the Lord 
hell-Jed me t!Jrough my work on the Sunday; and I believed he would, 
some way, help me through the Monday. 

"AfLer finishing the night's service, when I got to the bottom of Lhe 
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pnlrit Rt11irs, a young man stood there, with his h11t in hiA hand, wishing 
to Pee me in priv11te. I took him into the vestry, and requrn~ted his 
crrnnd, expecting it, would be something abont his soul. For several 
minute~ we were both silent, hut nt length he said-

,,' You knew my mother, Mr. Gadsby.' 
" I looked him in the face, saying,' Surely I did; bnt I did not know 

yon at first sight.' 
''' Well, sir, when she died, she left me some money-in fact, all she 

had, except two small snms she wished me to give: one sum of five 
pounds to a poor old woman of her acquaintance; and, speaking of you, 
she said, "Our minister needs help, and I wish you to give him twenty 
pounds.'' I paid the five pounds to the old woman ; but, thinking no 
one knew, I resolved never to give you the twenty; but, while you were 
talking about the roguish executor this morning, I felt thunderstruck, 
and I have now brought you the twenty pounds. Here it is. Do take 
it, and do forgive me.' 

" It was now my turn to be thunderstruck. I was amazed ; and 
while the young man was putting the twenty sovereigns into my hand, 
I trembled all over. God had heard my prayer. He had· helped me 
through the Sunday, and sent me the twenty pounds for the Monday. 
It was mine, and I took it. I shook the young man by the hand, and, 
without putting the money into my pocket, I went quickly home, spread 
it out on the table before my wife, saying, ' Here it is ! Here it is! I 
now see how it was that I could not borrow the money. God knew 
where it was, and he has sent me the twenty pounds, and delivered me 
out of my trouble. He has heard my prayer, and helped me, and I 
will trust him, and praise him as long as I live.' Oh, my dear friends, 
wben that little prayer, 'Lord, help me!' comes from the heart of one 
cf God's children in distress, neither men, devils, nor angels can tell its 
power. It has brought me thousands of blessings, besides the twenty 
pounds.''-From The Sower for 1878. 

igt tfua Jaturts. 
A WELL-KNOWN missionary tells us of a poor African woman 

who once said to him, groaning heavily, that she had two hearts, 
-a new and an old, and they were so consbantly contending, the one say-
-ing, " Come to Jesus," the other saying, " Stay away," the one bidding 
her do good, and the other bidding her do evil, that she knew not what 
to do. He read to her the seventh chapter of the Romans, and showed 
that the apostle felt the same things. When he came to the verse, 
"0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death ? " she said, " Ah, massa, that me, and me know not what to 
do.'' And when he afterwards added the words, "I thank God through 
Jesus Christ," and explained tliem, she burst into tears of grateful 
joy. What comforted her may well comfort all similarly tempted and 
1wrrowing ones.-ROBER'r MACDONALD, in From Day to Day. 
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~qrort of 1gt ~tdra~·olihtn iabtrmtdc JI.ofutr 
~issio1t for 1878. 

IfO': beRnt.ifnl Rnd how instructive Rre the words of Jesus I They are 
rndeed '' applt>s of gold in baskets of 11ilver," because they are 

"fitly i-poken" anrl are suitable for all Limes, all circumstances, and all 
eorts of need, Like prPcious diamonds they flnsh forth their radiance 
whiche,·er way we turn them, nnd reflect a cheerful ray on every varied 
walk of life. Let us go then to God's rare casket of jewels, and see if 
we may not take one of these bright diamond-words, and delight 
ourselrei; in its lustre: for, dropping all figure, we need to be taught 
to be more earnestly and de,otedly working and walking as children of 
the light. 

'· Work 1l'11£/p, it £s called to-day, .for the night cometh when no man 
can wod. '' These words, first spoken by our Saviour to the Jews of 
old, seem to us to he peculiarly fitted for our motto in the work of the 
Flower :Mission. They are appropriate, in the first place, as we remem
ber that it is onl_y in the bright glad time of summer that we can well 
work, for as the dreary night of winter slowly and silently closes in, the 
flowers gradually disappear and, put.ting off their gay-coloured garments, 
go to their warm beds of earth where, by-and-by, their cloud-attendant 
will spread of'er them a soft white coverlet of snow, tucking them 
snug-ly in until the dawn of spring shall once more call them to their 
work of life. True, there are some lingerers who seem loth to bid us 
their long good night, and have not yet retired to rest, and when we 
think ol' these, and of the early-rising snowdrops and .violets, we are 
glad to remember that for a short time only are we left without the 
flowers. But still the work is limited, and we may truly learn the 
lesson, that we must work in summer's day, when our materials are 
abundant, for the night of winter will soon close in upon us when the 
flowerets are but few. 

As the apostles on returning from their mission told the Master all 
things that they had done, so we also feel that we ought to render an 
account of our stewardship, not only to the Lord himself, but also ~o 
those of his disciples who, by sending texts and flowers, have been his 
agents for rnpplying us with the implements for work. 

Twenty-one thousand six hundred and forty-eight bunches of flowers 
have Leeu given away this year, thus showing an increase of three thou
sand on the nnmber mentioned in our last report. Oar warm thanks 
are due to Mr. Paget, florist, High-street, Clapham, who has very kindly 
given us several µ!ants which have been placed in the wards of the 
Lambeth Infirmary. 

The places selected for distribution have been the Lambeth Work
house and Infirmary, the Small Pox Hospital, the Pastor's Almsho~ses, 
and the µrivate dwellings of the poor. Flowers have also been given 
to those \\ ho come to tbe workhouse fur parish relief, and several of the 
\fomrn tliere met with have been persuaded to become members of 
mothers' meetings. Here again our little diamond text flashes forth ano
ther and yet Lrighter ray, for have we not in yet another sense to work 
while it is called to-day, knowing that the night cometh when no man can 

I 
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rrork? In the infirmBry especially do we find thiR true. How often do the 
little iron bedsteads change their occupant~, and how freqnently a.re we 
disappointed to find that one for whom perhaps we had cherisher\ hope 
and offered prayer has left quite soddenly, and gone we know not whither. 
Often, alas, death itself has come sooner than we had thought, anrl the 
sad fear will cross our minds that the weary suffering one h~d not 
found rest, and the qnP,stion will make it8elf heard, Did "l\'e worlc 
while it was called to-day ? Did we really try to win that Roni ? Did 
we plead with oll our hearts? Truly, we must have much grace in 
order to be workers who need not to be ashamed ! 

It is so sad sometimes to see the indifferenee with which the gospel 
message is received. One young man who at first seemed interested, 
and to whom books and sermons had been sent, at last said, after having 
been often urged to accept Christ, "You needn't talk to me, I'd rather 
take my chance." Another, who received a Testament, promisin~ to 
read it, said the nett week that he hadn't looked at it, having had 
such " excoriating pain in his face that he hadn't had the ambition to 
read it." But with all the discouragements, and they are many, our 
hearts have often been gladdened with the story of forgiveness realized, 
and a Saviour found. To one poor woman, the Christmas gift of 
Newman Hall's" Come to Jesns" was made a blessing; while another 
man says he knows Mr. Spurgeon's "Seven Wonders of Grace" almost 
by heart, and lends it to all his friends, in the hope that they, too, may 
profit by it as he has done. By a little girl, suffering much from in
flammation of the lungs, the flowers were very eagerly received, 
together with the text, "We love him because he first loved us." She 
said she had only learned to love Jesus since her illness, adding with a 
smile, "He is so precious to me now.'' The case of a Frenchman who 
remained in the Infirmary for seven months was also full of interest. 
He ,gladly accepted some of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons in the French 
languoge, and was so delighted with them that be read them over and 
over again each week, telli11g us that they were truly" magnifique." 
He has now returned to Paris, hoping to earn a livelihood by hair
dressing, aud he bas promised to write. We are rejoicing in the hope 
that our labour will indeed prove, in this instance, not to have been in 
vain in the Lord. 

As on going out into the sumhine, after having been in a darkened 
room, we are for a time hlinded by the excess of li~ht, so does it seem 
to be with some sin-darkened souls when the light of the Sun of 
Righteousness shines in upon them. They are sensible of the change, 
but cannot at first realize what it is, nor how it affects them. There 
was one man who had been for several weeks enquiring after the truth, 
and who, though an earnest and anxious listener, seemed unable to 
grasp it for himself. At last, however, the visitor was gladdened with 
the good news that he had found peace, and that her words bad been 
the means of leading him to Christ. His joy was very great, and he 
spoke with much longing of the time when he should be well enough 
to 1,:0 home and tell his friends what great things the Lord had done 
for him. 

Sometimes we meet with those who are already bright and happy 
Christians, and they always seem so pleased to find those with whom 
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they r:m speRk nwhile of the things which they he.ve " made touching 
the KinR."' We call to mind one old man who said, "There's a picture 
in the booksellers' shops I always likes to stop and look at; it's a young 
womnn a-clinging to a cross, and underneath there's the words, 'Simply 
to thy cross I cling.' That's it, miss, that's just it! Simply clinging. We 
can't do more than that., but we don't need to, for J csus did all the 
rest ! '' And though the old man's face was but a homely one, and his 
eyes were weak and sore, there was something shining in that counte
nance which made it good to look upon. Yes, beautiful indeed is the 
beauty of holiness reflected from the face of the Altogether Lovely One 
opon everyone who has ventnred to gaze at him with the upturned 
eye of faith. Thus we ~o from bed to bed, sometimes cheered, often 
discouraged, and frequently saddened at the stories of want and suffer
ing which we hear from one and another. 

A very distressing case met with e, short time since, shows how hard 
a thing it is for the poor wife to keep together the little home when the 
bread-winner is laid aside for a time by siekness. It was that of a-poor 
man who had been in the infirmary for two years, and whose wife had, 
during that time, supported herself and children by making button
holes at one penny a dozen. At the time that we first saw her she had 
had an attack of erysipelas in the eyes, which of course left the sight 
very weak. The man was extremely delicate, and, though pronounced 
convalescent, was quite unfit for any hard work. The question was, 
How can we help them, and for many reasons it seemed at first some
what difficult to answer. At last a fish-barrow was suggested, and 
through the kindness of severe.I friends the sum necessary for its pur
chase has now been raised ; and it is hoped that before long this poor 
but honest family will be earning something more than the scanty pit
tance whieh ha.s, until now, maintained them. 

It has been often found that the flowers, with their simple text 
attached, will gain an entrance where we ourselves would never be 
admitted, and the following circumstance will, we think, clearly illus
trate this fact. One day the news was brought of a home not far off in 
which a lady was lying very ill, d,ring slowly of cancer. She was, it was 
said, one of those who live for this world only, and now that she was so 
soon to leave it, had no friend near who dared to speak to her of death. 
Accordingly one of the prettiest bunches of flowers was selected, with 
the words attached, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out.'' A friend returning home that way took the little bouquet and 
left it at the door, asking that it might be given to the invalid upstairs. 
Some time afterwards she went again, when she was told that the weary 
sufferer bad passed away. But there were good tidings, too. The 
message of the flowers had been ace;epted, and going to Jesus even at 
that eleventh hour, the dying one had proved it sweetly true that He 
would in no wise cast her out. She gave her soul into hii; keeping, and 
her end was peace. Thus have the little flowers proved keys to .many a 
door of usefulness, and unlocked many a fast-closed portal which, but 
for tLem, might ernn now be shut. 

Finding that traets and books are almost always eagerly received, we 
have frequently taken them with the flowers, and one of our ladies also 
visits tLe Infirmary every Sunday afternoon, for the purpose of leaving 
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l\fr. flpnrgeon's sermons in the form of loan tracts, while another reads 
olonrl t.o the old people in one of the smaller wards of the workhouse. 
That, Lhe visits are appreciated and looked forward to, the following 
extract of a letter addressed to the Secretary by the matron, Mrs. 
Davey, will testify:-" The Flower Mis~ion hat1 worked admirably. 
Wl1en • 'Wednesday' comes, the people are full of excited pleasure, 
looking forward to the time when they shall receive their bouquets and 
hear the 11,vmns sung. It has never in the slightest degree interfered 
1Vith the discipline of the house, but it has been a source of the greatest 
pleasure to the inmates." 

Besides the flowers and sermons, however, we have on two or three 
occasions been allowed by the guardians to give the old people an 
evening of Sacred Song, with which, judging by their happy faces and 
warm expressions of gratitude, they have been very much delighted. 
The Rev. V. J. Charlesworth, of the Stockwell Orphanage, has kindly 
arranged everything for us, and besides enlisting the services of others, 
has also himself given a short address. We remember one evening in 
varticular, when he carried the thoughts of the old people back to the 
early home of childhood, and after stirring memories of bygone years 
which had long lain dormant, went on to tell them of the Horne beyond 
the sky, where trouble never enters and changes never come. There 
were not a few tearful eyes in the workhouse hall that night, and we 
trust that the good seed then sown will even yeL spring up, yielding an 
abundant harvest to the glory of our blessed God. 

But notwithstanding all the opportunities for usefulness, and all the 
pleasure which we know our visits give, we often get much discouraged 
and cast down when we think of the little good done and the few souls 
led to Jesus. Often and often have we come i.way sick at heart to 
think, not only of the indifference of some to whom we go to speak, 
but also of our own coldness and want of zeal. Oh, how can we expect 
others to heed us if we ourselves are only half in earnest? Could we 
but carry the Master's diamond constantly with us, we should see it; 
ever becoming more and more like a ruby with the red warning glow,
" 'l'he night cometh." Could we but; continually remember that; the 
shades of evening are fast gathering round, and that the dread dark 
night of Eternity is silently, but surely, closing in for all who know 
not Christ, surely we should not so often have to mourn over our in
difference and weep over work half done. 

Let us, then, ask: the earnest prayers of the friends of the "Bible 
Flower Mission," that we may have grace given us, so that knowing that 
"now is the accepted time, and now is the day of salvation," we may 
indeed "Work while it is called to-day," remembering that "tht: night 
cometh when no mcm can work." 

All communications, flowers, and Bible texts should be addressed to 
the Secretary, Bible Flower Mission, Metropolitan Tabernacle, New
ington, London, S.E. Fresh senders of flowers will be welcomed. 
Friends will be so good as to see that all boxes and parcels are "rnr
riage JJaid. "-[ Written by one of the workers.] 
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"«;t-risdiau ~uglanh" iu 1878. 
BY PA~TOR E. C. PIKE, B.A., OF BIRMINGHAM. 

IN tl1e11e dnys stirring events succeed one another so rapidly thnt "'e 
have barely time to look at them before they are lost in the mi~ts 

of the half-forgotten past. The past ye11.r has been full of excitin,z inci
dents for dwellers in the Briti~h Isles and elsewhere. One dtty we are 
startled hy the demand of the Government for six millions sterlin,z, not 
necesi:arily to be spent., but as an expression of confi<lence ! Then \Ve 
hear that the troops of Russia arc advancing on Constantinc,ple, and 
forthwith the British fleet steams through the Dardanellee, despite the 
protest of Lbe power supposed to keep the key. Anon British reserves 
are called from their peaceful avocations to play at soldiers, whilst 
their wives and families in not a few instances endure grievous pri
.ations; and Indian troops are brought to Malta to show Europe the 
use to which Christian England can put her heathen subjects. Mean
while, statesmen of hi1,th character have resigned their positions in an 
administration whose policy they can no longer conscientiously endorse 
-one day it is the Earl of Carnarvon who secedes, another day it is 
the Earl of Derby." Hope and lear in respect to peace and war alter
nate. There are weary weeks and months of uncertainty. For awhrle 
it seems probable that an European conference will assemble, but the 
prospect changes from hour to hour. Presently all hope is at an end, 
and the horrors of war seem imminent. Yet hope dawns again, this 
time to be realized, and for a month, in the middle of the year, states
men representing the various powers interested in the Eastern Question 
meet together in Berlin. The treaty of Berlin, preceded by the pre
liminary treaty of San Stefano between RuEsia and the PorLe, is accom
panied by a startling compact called the Anglo-Turkish Convention, 
by which England takes the island of Cypru~, and certain indefinable 
responsibility in respect to Asiatic Turkey. We are told by a jubilant 
premier that we have "peace with honour." We are thankful for 
peace. Oj.iinions as to wbe.t constitutes honour differ very much 
amongst men! The war spirit in the country has this year been noisy 
and violent, and a detestable rowdyism bas tried hard to silence the 
voices of reason and Christianity which have kept on protesting 
against a policy leading to national crime and disgrace. We have 
been mercifully preserved from war with Russia, but England's hands 
are not unstained with blood. There have been fightings with Jowakis 
on the Indian frontier, and more or less throughout the year with 
Caffres and Zulus at the Cape; and following the,;e comes the wicked 
Afghan war. 

lt has been a year of huge disasters on sea and land. Four are 
chronicled, in each of which the lives ~acrificed are told by hundreds. 
On a Sunday afternoon in March H.M.S. EURYDICE, in sight of home 
after a long voyage, is caught by a sudden squall, and goes down 
wiLh 350 men and boys, of whom only two are saved. On the last 
day of May a squadron of three German ironclads is passing down 
the Engli;;h Channel, when one of them is acddentally strul:k by 
anotber and sinks in a few minutes-286 of her crew are drowned. In 
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the month of September the Thames ie the scene of an accident of 
indescrilmblc horror: n large pleasure-boat is strnck by a screw
steamcr, and more Llrnn GOO human being~ find a watery grave: and aR 

if thiR were not enough for a month, an explosion in the Abercarn Col
liery destroys nearly 300 more. In addition to the sufferingR cirnRed 
hy long continued depression in trade, the cloRin,g months of the year 
lmve bronght poverty and misery to many a homestead through the 
stoppage of important banks, and the failure of large houses of busi
ness. Whilst, however, we are appalled by calamities at home, we 
cnnnot forget that there are ot.her and worse sufferings abroad, towering 
over which in its unutterably dreadful dimensions we note the famine in 
China. Thus death has made wholesale sLrnghter by water and by fire, 
by war, by pestilence, and by famine. There have also been smitten 
down the bearers of well-known and illustrious names. When the 
year was young Rome saw two notable burials, that of the redoubtable 
Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy, and that of the aged Pope Pius IX. 
Other palaces have also been entered by the spoiler, who has taken from 
Madrid the youthful bride of the King of Spain, and from Hesse Darm
otadt the Grand Duchess, best known here as the Princess Alice of 
England. In the various departments of human interest and labour 
conspicuous chairs have been made vacant-we name but two of the 
eminent departed. No Englishman can fail to miss the sturdy and 
venerable Earl Russell, and all Christians will revere the memory of 
that noble miesionary, Dr. Alexander Duff. 

H is natural to be solemnly impressed by the flight of time, yet as 
we call to remembrance the incidents of such a year as 1878 quite 
another sensation also is produced in oar minds, viz., one of surprise 
that certain things should appear upon the reoord. So much has 
happened since, that we had deemed them much further off than they 
really are. 

" Christian England.'' It may be asked what claim our country has 
to the ~itle " Christian.'' Many will point to a national church in 
proof of the propriety of the claim, and affirm that were the existing 
connection between Church and State to be severed the nation would 
thereby be unchristianized. Many assume, moreover, that if the ceremony 
called christening be duly performed, the population will thereby be 
rendered a Christian population. But Christianity involves a thorough 
inward and spiritual change of heart, which, of course, no eccle8iastical 
machinery or outward ceremonial can secure. So there may be a com
plete parochial system, tithes duly paid, stately cathedrals here and 
there, commodious churches studding the land, a wonderful arrange
ment of bishops and deans, and priests and deacons, and yet" Christian 
England" may be a make-believe after all. A nation is only Christian 
when the current of its thought and feeling and the principles of its 
actions are Christian. It is Christian as its sons and daughters are 
Christians. The influence of every life in the population is helping to 
make the country Christian or otherwise. 

In view of this title " Christian" let us glance a few moments at
lst. 'l'he business life of the country; 2nd. The social con~ition of the 
people ; 3rd. The spirit of the national policy. The tree 1s known by 
its fruit, and faith is proved by works. Doubtless there is much at 
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which we may rejoice nnd g-ive th&nks; but there is much also which 
must cRme Rll thoughtful people sorrow and great searching- of heart.. 

I. The b11sr:ness life of the country. We English have been called a 
nation of shopkeepers. Well, it is much bettet· to be that than to be 11 

military nation. We shall be wise to keep to commerce rather than to 
follow after martial glory ; and may the time never come when, in 
imitation of continentAl countries, England shall become a kind of 
armed camp. But the question arises, how do we manage our shop
keeping? Are the principles which lie at the root of our business 
tremactiom, sound and good-are they in a word Christian principles? 
Will our manufactures bear rigid examination, being what they profess 
to be, imd no other, in respect to material and durability and general 
worth ? Does plain dealing characterise our buying and selling in the 
various departments of trade ? May buyers at home or in far-off 
lands be Fure of getting tbe articles they bargain for? There are ugly 
things Eaid both in respect to manufacture and to trade by those who 
oui:rht to know, and sometimes one hears shameful confessions made in 
a shameless manner. One cannot 111"alk along the streets witho1;1t seeing 
evidence of paltry tricks in trade intended to secure customers, or look 
into the newspapers without the eye lighting on some lying advertise
ment, and many an unworthy puff. Now, if the manufacturer does not 
put conscience into his work, and if the merchant's word be not his 
bond, and if the shopkeeper do not abjure tricks, a spirit the reverse of 
Christian is in their business. Where Christian principles are acted 
upon, confidence is not abused; trade is not a matter of" diamond cut 
diamond," but an illustration of the sublime precept "As ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." Without painting 
a too gloomy picture of present times, we mey solemnly ask whether 
the commercial integrity of to-day is equal to that of years ago. Alas ! 
that it should be possible for shrewd men to regard a negative as the 
only true answer to the question. The way in which men deal _with 
money not their own is one of the lamentable features of the times. 
The bankruptcy conrts tell many strange and sad tales, and there 
is reason to know that they serve to hide other tales stranger and 
more sad. The collapse of large and pretentious firms and the stoppe,ge 
of well-known banks have laid bare in the light of day an awfully selfish 
disregard of the rights of oLhers, and an utter recklessness of conse
qnencei; on the part of men deemed by their fellows to be respectable 
and religious. It is indeed a painful spectacle, and a satire on our 
Christian name, that men supposed to be honourable during a long life 
should have to stand, with their grey hairs upon them, in a criminal 
dock, to make answer in respect to transactions which have destroyed 
the comfort of many a homestead, and spread misery and ruin 
far and wide. Yet let ns not concentrate our indignation solely 
on one set of men, bowevtr conspicuous and culpable. Those 
vast Lankruptcies do but show on a large scale the sin which 
frequently disports itself on a narrower stage. Circumstances ~ar be 
different, tut ~in is sin whether a man deal unrlghteously with m1l110ns 
or with mites. 

Before kaving this question of business life one cannot but advert to 
the frequent distmbances in the relation of capital and labour, as 
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unhnppily illnstrnting the comparative feeblenesil of Christian influence. 
Whether the blame lie with the masters or with the men, or with both, 
strikes nnd lockouts aro proof that the principles which ,Jesns tanght 
nre not dnly 11pplied to the things of onlinnry life. Every quarrel of 
this sort is, nt lenst, a doubt c11st on the national Christianity. 

2. The social r,ondition of the people. Can a Christian country have 
so large a. criminal population as at, the lowest computation this island 
must contain? Can it tolerate the existence of such dens of infamy as 
are to be found by scores and hundreds in the metropolis, and our large 
towns and cities ? Cnn it grow crop after crop of street arabs, whose 
borne is the gutter, whose lot is dirt and wretchedness, and whose liveli
hood must almost inevitably be made by plunder? Can it bear the 
stories of passion, end crime, and brutal lust, which are constantly 
being forced upon its ear? Can such things be, and the name "Chris
tian England" be other than a sarcasm and a snare? Think of the 
vices that no law of man's framing can touch, bnt which are destroying 
men, body and soul, every day. Think of the mad race after riches 
which men in all ranks of society are befooled into-as though Christ's 
word meant nothing when he said, " It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God." Think of the ease and luxury in which so many 
waste away their lives, and which others seek as the supreme good: as 
though Christ had made no mention of a cross to be borne, as though 
heaven and hell were myths, and the appropriate motto for beings who 
will live beyond the grave were, "Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die." Think of how large a contribution is received by the imperial 
treasury from potent sources of misery and crime-of the large sum 
realized by the manufacture and importation of intoxicating liquors 
here, and the exportation of a noxious drug from India. Think of the 
ever-widening gulf between classes where there onght rather to be a 
movement towards fellowship and brotherhood. Think of the blank 
infidelity of one mass of the community, and of the ridiculous 
superstition of another, and then say as firmly as you can "Christian 
England!" 

3. The spii-it of the national policy. Shall we find a brighter prospect 
in the high regions where statesmen act for the country? Is there any
thing there more consonant with the Christian name, or mast we 
mournfully confess-

" But the age of virtuous politics is past, 
And we are deep in that of cold pretence. 
Patriots e.re grown too shrewd to be sincere, 
And we too wise to trust them.'' 

The year has brought not a little damage to some notable reputations, 
and the habit of plain, honest speech, supposed to belong to English
men, has been departed from, so that great men have been put to 
pitiable shifts in defending their conduct. The national policy has 
seemed at times to be a mixture of intrigue and bluster. It has de
veloped also into "blood and iron." Revenge bas been ostentatiously 
announced as a national duty. Revenge for what? In fact, people 
were told for a brutal affront1 put by the Afghan on the messenger of 
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tht>: Indi11n viceroy. The story of that rndeness was a complete fabri
CRtton. The ordinqr_v- courte~y h11d been shown when the passa~e of the 
mcs,:ienger was refu!"eti. Yet no one who knew the truth contradicted 
the lie until it had served it11 base purpose and inflamed the warlike 
P~""ions of a high-~pirited people. Well, hut a cause of quarrel 
w1t.h the Ameer hRd been found. It was needful to maintain the 
prt'i;tige of England by wre11king venge,mce on the Afghan chief; and, 
moreover, a frontier needed to be rectified ! This may be a policy in 
accordance with II the wisdom of this world "; it may be after the tra
dition of the blood-stained centuries of the past, but it is not a Christian 
policy. If anyone should reply that peoples are not advanced enough 
to put into pract.ice these principles, and that they will not work as 
society is constituted and nations exist, the result is obvious end brief: 
•· Do not, then, pretend to Christianity. 'Chrietie.n England' must act 
upon Christian principles or renounce her name.'' With some people 
success is a god to be worshipped, and if a war is quickly ended, as this 
Afghan war seems likely to be, end in a manner consonant with the 
national vanity, they do not cBl'e to enquire into its justice. This is 
their creed, though not often so candidly stated:-

" And if we onlv 
Stand on the hei_!!'ht with digniry, ·•tis soon 
Forgotten, Max, by whnt road we ascended. 
Beliel'e me, mRny a crown ~hines spotless now, 
That yet was deeply sullied in the winning. 
To the el'il spirit doth the earth belong, 
Not to the good." 

To the Christian, however, this question of justice is paramount; 
for he cannot be willing- to share the responsibility of a crime. The 
Christian is not prepared to hand the world over to the sole rule and 
governance of "the evil i::pirit," but with a true patriotism he seeks 
to tonch the conscience of his people. . 

England hes a greet mission in the world-no less than to give the 
gospel to heathen countries. We are not snre that anything else will 
justify us in connting on continuance iu the front rank of the nations. 
Bnt how are we qualifying for our missions? How shall England take 
Christ's gospel to Afghanistan? Are steel and gunpowder good pioneers 
for the faith? Will the blood of slaughtered Afghans cry ont in wel
come, or will it rather prove the seed of deadly hate ? It is easy to 
see what is probable. .A.II the more need, then, for Christians to stand 
quite clear of complicity in the sin which puts so huge a stumbling
block in the way of the gospel of their Lord. 

The times are bad, "\\ho wonders that they should be? We deserve, 
as a country, aU we get. God deals with nations still in this present 
life. since nations, as such, will have no other. They make their choice, 
and they must abide by the consequences of it. As they seek they 
find. As they sow they reap. TI.le times are bad, but the real badness 
is in tbe sin, and not in the suffering. It is po~sible for poverty to be 
an honour and ~alth to be a reproach. Integrity of charactp,r is not 
the monopoly of rich or poor. It may be good for nations as for indi-
viduals to pasE through the purifying furnace. . 

l\"othing has l,ten said on the more favourable signs of nat10nal 
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character, for no one questions that there are many ChriRtiHns in 
England; but is their influence so potent as to give the country the 
right to the title "Obrietian "? As followers of Christ, we long for our 
country to stand before the world unquestionably hie. We wiMh to 11ee 
reality in all walks of life, and in all the dealings of man with man. 
We would substitute for the snperfici11I the substantial, for the fictitious 
the true, and we would abolish shams in high places and in low. In 
our Lord's kingdom the unreal can have no place, for hypocrisy, how
ever specious, is doomed by his lips with 11 withering woe. If England 
be not yet "Christian," let us remember it is our business, by the 
grace of God, to do 1111 that in us lies to make her so. 

USE OF THE SCHOOLROOMS OF THE STOCKWELL ORPHA.~A.GE. 
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J,tofuts of ~aaks. 
Tht' Sword mid f1,e Trowel. AnnuRI 

Yolume for 1878. Pe.esmore Rnd 
Alab1.ster. 

WF. hope all our readers will keep a 
complete copy of Tlie Sword and the 
Trrm,el, for the Articles are of lasting 
interest. If any have failed to preserve 
their numbers they can procure the 
year's magazine, handsomely bound, for 
five shillings, if they apply pretty soon. 
Some of the earlier ,·olumes of the ma
pzine fetch considerable prices, and we 
believe that in yean; to come the whole 
tleries will be regarded as R most inter
esting mas~ of reading. We should like 
our last volume to he placed at once on 
the shelves of our friends' libraries. 

.A.f,rhaniJifa11 and the Ce11lral Asian 
Question. By FaED. H. F'IsHEB., 
B.A. With Map. James Clarke. 

FULL of information peculiarly interest
ing at this juncture. We have seldom 
read a work in which there is so much 
really instructive matter. 

The Weekly Welcome. Annual Volume 
for 1878. S. W. Partridge and Co. 

!JS" our judgment this is second to none 
of all our periodicals. When bound in 
a volume it surpasses all others in 
beauty. ·It contains such a wealth of 
illu8tration, and such variety of useful 
reading, that it deserves to be purchased 
by millions. 

DENOMIKATIOJS"AL NEwSPAPEas.-We 
are glad to see 77,e Baptist putting on 
~o bold a face by enlarging its size. 
It is now equal to any of the denomina
tional penny papers, and far superior to 
the most of them. We lik.e the earnest 
tone of many of its articles, though we 
have had to difier from certain of its per
sonal remarks. The Freeman is also a 
weekly paper well worthy of the Baptist 
denomination, 11nd there is plenty of room 
fur both. We generally look _at the two 
1,apers, and should be sorry to miss either 
uf t!Jem. When we see the Baptist news
papers which reach us from America, 
we are astoni.ished thnt anyone should 
<·on:,ider two such journals too many for 
England. ALnost every town~hip seems 
u, have its own Banner or Sentinel; 
while such splendid papers as the Boston 

Watc1imnn, and the New Yol"k Examiner 
circulate by thou&ands throughout all 
the States. We suppose thRt a large 
constituency will maintain a good paper 
and a good pRper will command e. larg; 
constituency; but at which end must 
we begin in England P lf we have hens 
we shall have eggs; but there must be 
ep:gs before there will be hens. We 
hope The Freeman and The Baptist will 
work out this difficult problem, and 
that both the papers and the public will 
share the benefit. 

New Coins from Old Gold; or, Homely 
Hinu from Holy Writ. By THOMAS 
C!uMPNEss. Hodder and Stoughton. 

Ma. CHAMPNESS bas written these 
twenty-one short sermons in a lively, 
catching style. He has evidently laid 
himself out to be homely that the com
mon people may be led to read, and 
may be able to understand. We are 
glad that the City Road has such e. 
preacher; London needs many of the 
stamp. Wherever these "New Coins" 
are scattered they nre likely to enrich the 
pos8essor. The gospel is simply and 
earnestly put before the reader, and we 
do not know that we can give e. higher 
commendation. 

China's Millions. Annual volume for 
1878. Morgan and Scott. 

EvERY Christian should read "China's 
Millions,'' and f.onder it. It is only a 
penny periodica , but it deals with the 
greatest mass of human beings ever 
congregated. It treats of the souls, of 
hundreds of millions of immortals, 
and therefore no paper except that 
which bears the word of God itself can 
contain anything one-half so important 
to the Christian heart. 
The Sower. Vol. XVI. Roulston 

and Sons. 
T:a:1s magazine contains many spiritual 
and profitable pieces, but the volume 
has an old-worlc.l look, and an antedilu
vian appearance. Its value will, how
ever, to many far more than outweigh 
its poverty of appearance. We have 
taken one of its narratives, and have 
given it elsewhe1·e in 7'he Sword and 
the Trowel. 
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Tl,e 1/ome Visitor anrl District Com
panion; an illustrated mngn:r.ine, 
edited by the Rev. P. B. PowER, 
M.A. Vol. V. William Hunt and 
Co. 

ANYTHING which come~ from Mr. 
Power's pen is sure to be nttro.ctive, 
Probabl_y this mn)!azine is best suited 
for the latitude of the Church of En
J?lnnd, but by no means exclusively so. 
It may be joyfully welcomed into nny 
family. 

Life Mosaic : the mini.,try of song, and 
under the surface. By FRANCES Rm-• 
LBY HAVERGAL. With twelve illustro.
tions by the Baroness Helga von 
Cramm. James Nisbet and Co. 

Tm: book itself is n mosaic : pictorial 
beauty inlnid in song. We have been 
charmed with every page that we have 
looked upon. Miss Havergal is a true 
poetess ; her muse is not inspired by 
the things of earth, but by high spi
ritual and heavenly themes. 'l'o per
sons of taste combined with spirituality 
this volume will afford unlimited plea
sure. 

Here are two verses which perchance 
may catch a careless eye, and lead the 
heedless heart to consider the evils of 
delay:-

" God's 'rww ' is souncling in your ears ; 
Oh let it reach your heart! 

Not only from your sinfulness 
He bids you part; 

Your righteousness as filthy rags 
Must all relinquished be, 

And only Jesus• precious death 
M: ust be yuur plea. 

" Now trust the one provided rope, 
Now quit the broken mast, 

Before the hope of safety be 
For ever past. 

Fear not to trust his simple word, 
So sweet, so tried, so true, 

And you are safe for evermore; 
Yes,-ven you!" 

Sermons Preached to the Ma.,ses. By 
Rev. E. J. S1LVERTON, of Exeter Hall, 
Nottingham. Passmore and Alabas
ter. 

Ma. S1LVEllTON is evidently prepared to 
have this volume severely criticized, and 
we should not wonder if he would even 
enjoy a thorough cutting up. We shall 
not, however, put his volume through 
this process. Pmetical results much 

sway our judgment of human Apeech, 
and we think we have good warrant for 
allowing it to be so, since it i~ written 
"by their fruits ye shall know them." 
Hundreds have been converted, and 
thousands have been edified by these dis
courses, and yet there are many not over 
fastidious who will be shocked by them. 
"Every man in his own order,'' and 
after his own fashion ; so long as Christ 
is preached we therein rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice. The volume is unlike any 
other we have ever seen, and we do not 
wish to see it imitated ; but it is Mr. 
Silverton's own, and affords us a fair 
sample of the discourses by which he 
has moved the masses, and gathered an 
immense congregation. 

The Little Gleaner. Vol. XXV. Roul-
ston and Sons. 

THE most old-fashioned of juvenile 
magazines, but warranted sound. 

The Children's Record of the Free 
Church of Scotland. Vol. XXXIV. 
Edinburgh : T. Nelson and Sons. 

THE best of children's missionary maga· 
zines. Long may its indefatigable 
editor continue his useful labours. 

The Methodist Family. Vol. IX. 61, 
Paternoster-row, E.C. 

Tms is a magazine for Methodist fami
lies, full of life and interest, and 8Ure to 
make its way. 

MR. FxownE's Facsimile Biblell, from 
the Oxford University Press, are as 
good as we can ever expect to see, and 
fairly rival those of Bagster a.nd Spottis
woode. The helpful matter bound up 
with the Bible constitutes a library of 
Scriptural information, and, as a Con
cordance is added, there is rather too 
much than too little for the student. 
The 111.rgest size strikes us as too heavy; 
but the little Bible, which can be easily 
carried in the waistcoat pocket, is a 
little gem. The type i~ thoroughly 
readable, and yet there is the whole 
Bible in the space which, years ago, was 
considered to be the orthodox size of a 
snuff-box. From this bijou up to the 
largest copy there are several gmda
tions, and any of these buund in limp 
mprocco would be as valuable a present 
as one might wish to receive or give. 
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Sc,-iptural Ma,-h of a T,-ue Relie!H!,-, 
By the Rev. F. A. C. LILLINGsToN, 
M.A. Wm. Hunt and Co. 

Mr. Ln..LJNGf!TON eaye in hie preface that 
"the only legitime.te object of looking 
at and examining oul"l!elves ie to cause 
ll~ to trnet more fully and unreservedly 
m Je~us, and to look out more con
~tantly at him who is our life." Marlre 
and evidences mentioned in this spirit 
will not be placed out of their proper 
position, nor has our author erred ill 
that direction. There is nothing very 
deep in this little volume, but much that 
may be helpful to tho~ewho e.re earnestly 
que~tioning whether they are on the 
Rock of Ages or not. We like much 
the explanation of the passage, "Who,;. 
soever is born of God doth not commit 
sin," for the line is e.ccurately drawn 
between the folly of perfectionism and 
the license of antinoIDJ.&Dism. 

The Erposito,.. VoL VIII. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

AMID much that is admirable we are 
continually meeting in the pages of 
"The Expositor" with a subtle unbe
lief of which we are more afraid than of 
avowed infidelity. In the article upon 
Balaam's ass, a remarkably fresh piece 
of writing by the editor himself, there 
is an apparent defence of the plain 
statement of Holy Scripture, and yet a 
principle is brought forward which 
virtually deprives us of every revelation 
worthy of God, for it leaves us no per
fect and infallible declaration of the 
divine mind. We do not believe that 
revelation e"l"er was imperfect; on the 
contrary. we see the same light in Gene
sis a• in John, and as much of it, only 
shining in a_nother manner. How 
n-reatlv we 1nsh that men would not 
ITT t~ rob us of the infallibility of 
s;ripture, for it is the anchouge of 
Protestl!Jlt and Christian faith! 

TJ,r, Life oj the Rev. Richard Knill, of 
St. Peter,·burg. By the Rev. C. M. 
Brn11ELL. New and Revised Edition. 
Religious Tract Society. 

P..1GHT well does this memoir deserve to 
~o through edition after ~dition for 
many years to come. The 1Dterestmg 
story uf Mr. Knill's having foretuld our 
career wLile we were yet in childhood 

ie here mentioned. The narr1ttive is 
true, but it does not tell all the truth 
concerning that deeply interesting 
event; perhaps if it did some might 
not believe it. 

Mr. Knill was one of the most simple, 
earnest, straightforward soul-seekers 
that we ever knew. It was his natural 
element to be talking e.bout the Lord 
Jesus, and he was never so truly Richard 
Knill as when he was endeavouring to 
lead a soul to repose itself upon Christ. 
He never put himself out of the way to 
talk to others upon religion, holy con
versation was always in his way, and he 
came to it as naturally as other men 
come to their meals. The book has a 
capital portrait for a frontispiece, but 
we should have liked it all the better 
if underneath it had been placed the 
words which we remember to have seen 
there years ago-" Brethre11, the heathen 
are perishing : will you let them perish?" 
Those two sentences, to our mind, give 
the moral and spiritual portrait of the 
man most vividly. Those of our 
readers who have never seen this bio
graphy of a perfect and an upright man 
should lose no time in getting it. 

Orthodoxy: with Preludes on Curre11t 
Events. By JosEPH CooK. Glasgow: 
David Bryce and Son. 

Transcendentalism. Same author and 
publisher. 

THESE two volumes are worthy com
panions of the "Biology,'' by the same 
author, which we recently noticed. As 
a whole, we know of no books on Chris
tian evidences which so powerfully meet 
and expose the fallacies of modern oppo
sition to the truth. The author's read
inu seems to have been omnivorous, and 
th~re is ~carcely anything in heaven or 
in earth but has been pressed into the 
service of this defender of the faith. 
We feel inclined to quote the words ap
plied to the schoolmaster in the " Vicar 
of Wakefield " by the astonished 
children-
" They looked, and looked, and still the 

wonder g:rew, 
Tha.t one srna.lJ !wad could carry all he 

knew." 
The publishers, too, have done their 
best to make this edition worthy of the 
small price charged for it. No student 
should be without these books. 



NOTIOEB 01' BOOKS, 85 

Do11iel Quorm, a11d Ids Religious No
tion.,. Second SerieA. By MARK 
Our PEARSE, Wesleyan Conference 
Olllce. 

TnE first series of II Daniel Quorm, and 
bis Religious Notions " hos reached 
forty-three thousand ; and the second 
series, which we o.re right glnd to see, 
will, we trust, be equo.lly popular. The 
chief chnmcter is true, original, fresh, 
and simple-hearted, o.nd the language 
put into his mouth is nntural o.nd 
striking, so that Do.niel Quorm ia quite 
a rent friend of ours. The secondary 
characters are well drawn, the rustic 
dialect increases the interest, and the 
quaint Methodi~tic fervour adds to the 
chnrm. Daniel Quorm will be immortal. 
We confess that we cannot read more 
than one chapter at a time, for it sets 
us weeping and laughing 11,t about equal 
rates. Get "Daniel Quorm" at once : 
if you repent of the bargain, you may 
write and let us know ; but we shall 
think very little of your judgment. 

The Way of Peace Illustrated by Fact, 
and not by Fiction; through the ex
perience of those who have found it. 
By Rev. W. PooLE BALFERN, Brighton. 
Partridge and Co. 

Oun greatly afflicted friend Mr. Balfern 
writes very sweetly, with a measure of 
delicate poetry in his expressions, admi
rably wedded to the true spirituality of 
his thoughts. In this little book he 
keeps along the common highway of life, 
and relates instructive incidents in plain 
and ~elling speech, seeking in all he says 
to wm men's souls for his Lord, aently 
and in love. " The Way of Peace 
Illustrated" is the kind of, book to give 
to out· ungodly friends, if we wish to 
put before them a pure gospel message, 
so stated that they will be attracted to 
read it. 

George's Temptation. Little Bess. The 
lnjant Zephyr. ls. t:d. each. The 
Chained Book. Who shall Win., 
ls. each. Sunday School Union. 

AL_L these stories possess II fair share 
of interest, and are evidently written to 
promote the interests of virtue and 
goodness. We suppo8e there are readers 
for all this story literature, but its 
amount certainly surprises us. 

Sound in Charity; or, the Power and 
Beauty of Christian Love. Five 
Sermons on 1 Cor. XIII., preached at 
the Royal Hospital for Incurables, 
Putney. By the Rev. SAMUEL MIN

TON, M.A. Elliot Stock. 
A VERY acceptable exposition of the 
apostle's eulogium upon charity. We 
have once preached to the inmates of 
the Royal Hospital for Incurables, and 
certainly the audience is unique. This 
is not, however, a reason why a.11 ser
mons preached there should be pub
lished. Mr. Minton's five discourses 
have other claims, and we trust they 
will be useful to many who &re not 
incurable. 
Loyal Respo11ses; or, Daily Melodies for 

the King's Minstrels. By FRANCES 

RIDLEY HAVER.GAL. James Nisbet. 
WE have been charmed with Miss 
Havergal's exquisite little books upon 
the King, his commandments, invita
tions, and bounties; they are each one 
rich with food for the mind and cheer 
for the heart. Condensed spiritual meat 
of the finest quality, we might call them. 
She now most fitly closes the 8eries with 
" Loyal Responses." These are choice 
poems, a few of which, such as-

" Ta.ke my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to thee;' 

are well known to the Christian public. 
Most of the others are new, aud ex
ceedingly good. The little book is a 
marvdlous sbillingsworth of gracious 
minstrelsy. 
Pithy Proverbs Pointed. By SDIUEL 

B. JAMES, M.A. "Hand and Heart" 
Office. 

WE referred this volume to John 
Ploughman, who is on our staff as 
judge of proverbial Ii terature. He 
says-it won't do; the Rev. Samuel B. 
Jl!.mes bas not a proverbial style; his 
sentences are too stilted, and bis talk 
too twaddly. The book is nicely got 
up, and may please children, but it is 
not up to the mark. 
The Faithful Saying. A Series of 

Addresses. By D. L. MooDr. Morgan 
and Scott. 

ADDRESSES in the forcible style peculiar 
to l\lr. Moody, full of the gospel, well 
illustrated, a little Amei-icauised, but 
thoroughly alive. 



86 NOTB& 

Pierrat. Hu,r,bly Born, lmt Noble n_f 
Hnrrt. By S. DE K. E. Marlborough 
and Co. 

A MORAL ~tory, thoroughly well told. 
The l!Cene iR laid in the Revolution of 
l i98, nnd the days of the Fin;t 
N~poleon. 

Mary with ltfm1.11 FriendR, By GEORGINA 
M. MooRE. E. Marlborough and Co. 

A l'RETTT little book about a good 
little girl who kept ber eyes open both 
nt bnr11e in London, and out in the 
countn. It is written in a simple style, 
suitnbl~' for Yery little children, 

0

but 
contains many thinf!• which ou,zht to 
make them imitate Mary end oak their 
friends to explHin to them what they do 
not understand. 

An Exomi11atinn nf the Doctrines of 
Co11di.ti011al lmmnrtality and Univer
·•ali1mi. By T. R. GnEGORT. London: 
Wesli>ynn Conference Office. 

THE doctrine of Conditional Immor
tality, or, as we prefer to call it, 
Religious Materialism. is here very 
thoroughly refuted. The idea that man 
is but a brute, as soulless as a dog or 11, 

lion until com·ersion tukes place, is to us 
unaccountably profane and 11.bsurd, and 
yet it is held by many preachers of the 
modern school. Its logical contradictions 
are mercilessly exposed in this short 
volume. and its distortion of the Scrip
tures made apparent. Heretic hunting 
is sorry work, but in the hands of our 

author it is powerfully and thoroughly 
performed. May it accomplish the work 
it design~, in helping many who hRve 
been bewildered by strange fancies to 
return again to the old paths. 

The Unsafe Anchor; or, "Eternal 
Hope'' a False Hope, Bei11g Stric
tm·e., on Canon Farrar'., Westminster 
Abbey Sermon.,. By C. F. CnILDE, 
M.A. London: W. Hunt end Co. 

ALTHOUGH the interest and excitement 
caused by Canon Farrar's sermons have 
\"ery largely vanished, yet it was well 
that the antidote here provided should 
be preserved in a permanent form. The 
poison-as we believe it to be-was 
presented in essentially 11, popular and 
insidious manner, and the mischief 
has not yet ce11.Sed to work. Hence 
the value of this little volume, though 
it comes somewhat late in the day. 
The author doea not piny with his 
opponent, but in his sturdy, trenchant 
style handles very roughly the stale 
fallacies and insipid sentimentalities 
of the Ca.non. His exposure of the 
contradictions of the preacher's view
or, rather, po~ition, without definite 
view-is exceedingly powerful. We 
heartily agree with his summary of the 
sermons when he says-" I have never 
read a work by nn Anglican divine of 
which the theology was so shallow, the 
reasoning so inconclusive, or the criti
cism so unsatisfactory. Certainly I 
never encountered one the style of 
which was so offensively arrogant, so 
passionately dogmatic." 

i{o1ts. 
P1msosAL. During the past few wee.ks, 
long wetks indeed, we have been laid 
aside by illness. There have been inter
vals of ability to write, as our readers will 
aee by articles in this and le.st month's 
magazine, but for the most part we have 
been a prisoner, nnder bonds to cease from 
work. Our happy lot he.s embraced within 
its bounds sharp e.fflictions and excessive 
l.e.lx,urs, and these li.l'e probably meant to 
balanec each other, and enable 118 to bear 
those great mercies with which we have 
bePn fuvoured. We are now recovering 
strength, and before this sheet meets the 
reader's eye, we hope to be out of the coldB 

and damps in the south of France. We 
are surrounded by the kindest of friends, 
and love floats in the atmosphere we 
breathe. Our chief regret is that we 
cannot be accompanied by our best be
loved, who is quite unable to leave her 
home. She will not be forgotten, we 
trust, by our sympathising friends. Our 
church-officers, the best helpers t.hat 
ever a minister had, have united in' re• 
questing 118 to seek rest for a period. 
We received the following document with 
.their signatures appended-we print it 
becal18e it will interest some of our 
mends: 
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" :Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
"N ewiogtoo. 

11 Dear Pnetnr,-Itia with much earoeet
neea and lov" tbnt we, your churoh-officere, 
wieh to lay before you thie, our united 
lppeRJ. 

" We coneider it to be the path of wie
dom for you to Joy on one aide for three 
monlhR your public dutiee in our midst, eo 
ae to obtain tho complete reet you eo much 
require. Your many laboure, in seaeon 
a.nd out of eeaeon, in which we heartily 
rejoice, have led us to the conclusion that, 
unless you renew your power by J long 
ceseation from nctive work, you will be 
prevented from the continuance of it in the 
future. Our hearts have eorely grieved 
over the suffering and weakness which 
have seized you so often of late, and we 
therefore deem it imperative that you 
should try the effect of an entire change 
of scene for three months. We will make 
any arrangements you may desire for the 
carrying on of your work while you are 
away, but most affectio1;1ately yet firmly 
we press our unanimous judgment upon 
you for your consideratiori. We shall 
mi•s you sadly, and shall hail with joy 
your return tQ your loved and prosperous 
labours; still, we cannot but see that you 
are wearing yourself away at your post, 
and must spare yourself for the future wel
fare and service, not only of our own 
beloved church, but of the whole Christian 
world. 

"May our Heavenly Father speedily 
restore you, and yet more abundantly 
bless you. So pray your loving fellow
workers." 

Nor did the officers merely send this 
letter, but the deacons saw to it that the 
m~ans should be provided for the rest, it 
b?mg out of the question for Tabernacle 
r1ends to do anything by halves when 
the Pastor is concerned. 

This rest is rendered the more truly 
restful by the fact that our subscribers 
have been doubly generous to the various 
funds, and thus make us feel that no work 
will suffer while we are away. Of course 
the outlay for the various enterprises goes 
on, but there is at this moment a fair 
balance in hand on all accounts and the 
assurance that kindly hearts will ~ot forget 
to keep all needs supplied, and yet above 
that the confidence that our God will sup
ply all our needs. 

THE TWENTY-FIVE YEARS TESTIMONIAL. 
Part of the Tgstimonial was to be raised 
bye. Bazaar, for it was felt that this would 
0nable even thii poorest to have a finger in 
lt It was hoped that £2,000 would be 

the result of the Bazaar, and that this with 
donations would make up £,i,000, nod put 
the Almshouses in a safe financial condi
tion. The result has far exceeded all nx
pectationP. The Pastor was unable to be 
present, or even to leave his bed, but night 
by night amazing news of success comforted 
him, till the friends were ablo to send him 
word that the gross takings were £3,:iOO 
19s. 3d. Everything was done upon an 
immense scale, especially the giving of the 
goods, which exceeded all former occasions. 
After all the fitting, ad vertizing, decorating 
and commissariat &re p•id there will remain 
£3,000 more or less. This is very wonderful, 
and shows what a willing people can and 
will accomplish. Donations U1' till now 
have reached £2,300, and the promises are 
£1,000, There will thus be a noble Testi
monial to present to the Pastor, who still 
adheres to his declaration that he will take 
no portion for himself, and that he will 
divide the amount among the various insti
tutions. The Committee will probably 
erect a tablet in the Almshouse schoolroom 
in memorv of the event, and see that in Mr. 
Spurgeon.'s house there is placed some sub
stantial bronze, or piece of furniture, with 
a suitable inscription, but beyond this all 
that has been or will be given to the 
twenty-five years' testimonial will go 
directly to works of charity and religion. 
May the Lord accept the thank-offering 
and give his blessing therewith. 

A=t;.!.L ;\fEETl:SG OF THE T..!.BER:S..!.CLE 
CHURCH.-This was a large and enthusi
astic gatherin!!, though the senior pastor 
could not be there. Among other resolu
tions the following was passed :-" Ue
solved, That we record our thankfulness 
to our Heavenly Father for enabling us to 
carry to so successful a completion our 
Testimonial Fund. We ham found it 
most profitable thus to unite in an effort 
to mark with some emphatic token of love 
the twenty-Ii fth year of our dear Pastor's 
ministry. ·we are grieved to know of bis 
continued weakness and pain, and pray 
that all grace may rest upon him, soothing 
his suffering, restoring his health, gladden
ing and refreshing his spirit. 

" \Ve regret that we cannot now present 
him with the Testimonial we have raised, 
but we instruct the dee.cons to consult 
1'lr. Spurgeon as to the time and circum
stances of the future presentation, and 
leave the disposal of it entirely to his own 
decision." 

The treasurers will keep the account 
open for a short time longer, for there are 
still friends who are unaware of the Testi· 
monial who would not like to be left out. 
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STATT"TIC~ Daring the yeaT 1878, 394 
pel'l!one bR'l"e been 1'00ei'l"ed into the chnroh, 
but as we have Bent out a colony to form 
the church e.t Peckham, and many have 
removed to other churches, no leBR than 
21i3 of our iucreue vaniehes under that 
head ; 5i have been 011.lled home, 45 ha'l"e 
been IOl!t br non-attendllnce, and 3 have 
been "·itbdrawn from for other Tee.sons. 
Thus. After R 'l"CR.r'• work the nett incree.ee 
at home is only 3G ; but this give• ns no 
11orrow, we only 'Wi•h that we cn11lJ send 
off another swa.rm this year to till e. new 
hive. So Jong e.s the church of Christ 
ge.ins we have no need to fret, should we 
ne'l"er get hevond our present number, 
which is fi,OGG. 

CoLLEGE. During the past month Mr. 
C. A. Cook has completed his College 
course, and returned to Canada to take the 
oversight of the church at Kingston, On
tario. Mr. R. Me.plesden has promised to 
become the pastor of the church at New 
Town, Madras, when he leaves us, should 
the friends there think fit. Mr. W. E. 
Rice has accepted the pastorate at Earl's 
Colne. Essex, and Mr. J. Barton is about 
to commence an en~ement as an evan
gelist at Haydock, Lancashire. 

Removals. Mr. T. G. Tarn is leaving 
Peckham PII.J'k Road for ~t. Andrew's 
Street, Cambridge; Mr. G. W. Tooley, of 
Brierley Hill, goes to Dumfries; Mr. W. 
Smith, of Molton, to Cullingworth, York
shire; Mr. Albert Smith removes from 
Sunderland to Esher, Surrey; and Mr. 
J. J. Fitch from Lymington to Notting
ham. 

lrorl· in Soutl, Africa. Mr. Batts, who 
went, out to Cape Town to Telieve our good 
friend and former student Mr. Hamilton, 
sends us a cheering report of the work 
alread~- accomplished in that part of "the 
Dark Contin<>nt.'' We are not surprised 
to hear that Mr. Hamilton "greatly needs 
change and rest," when we learn that in 
addition to preaching three times every 
Sabb11.th, he has held e: service regularly 
every night in the week either in Cape 
Town or one of the neighbouring villages. 
With the help of Mr. B .. tts a special effort 
Wll6 put forth in the latter end of last year 
in a vill~11:e principally inhabited by Dutch 
and EngliBh, and contsining also some 
Mala,·s and natives. The work commenced 
in a week of special prayer: almost every 
house WIJ.S visited b.r our brethren ; one 
week's services were foond insufficient to 
meet the constantly increuing interest of 
the people, so a second week was devoted 
to the s11mEc object, e.nd even then, not-

wi.that11.nding the needs of the other p,rts. 
of the diatTict, it w,n considerel adri~"ble 
to rem,ia seven days more. The reBult'iB 
that Beveral h"ve alrelldy been b'l.ptized, 
otheni are now bef,1re the church, and the 
co-workeni believe tb 'Lt e. great de:\\ more 
of the ble,sing remains yet to be seen, 
The leaae of th~ pre~chiug etation having 
expired, e. ler!fe wine-store h'LB been pnr
ohaaed for £1,400, and this ia now being 
" converted" into e. chapel. 

Mr. Bttts says, the q-re11.t desideratum 
ii a chapel for Oape Town, and he hopes 
that many friends will be relldy to respond 
to Mr. H11.milton's appeal when he comes 
home to collect for the new building. We 
hope so too. Th.ere a.re now 155 members, 
and eight c11.ndid1Ltes for church m11mber
ship. What bath God wrouitht? It is. 
but a few months ago since B ,ptiste had 
nAither pl11.ce nor name in Cape Oolony. 
When Mr. Hamilton comes over he 011ght 
to be helped right generously. " More 
appeals for money" says a reader. Yes, 
dear friend, the c11.use of our Lord Jesus 
needs it, and while we are alive on this 
earth, we owe him too much to le1Lve off· 
either the giving of our own or the stirring 
up of others to give also. 

TJ,,e next College Conference. It may be 
well for our brethren in the mini.try to 
know that our next Annual Conference will 
probably be postponed to MtLy 5, i.e, the· 
week succeeding the annual meeting of· 
the B11.ptist Union. This is l1tter than 
usue.1, but necesearily eo that the President 
may be at home. 

Mr. IJunnet's Busts of C. H. Spurgeon. 
Mr. Dunnet, minister at Newc11stle-nnder-
Lyme, finding it needful to build e. chapel, 
a.nd having only a poor people a.round 
him, hopes to raise funds by selling Mr. 
Spurgeon's bust, in P11.rian, at One Guinea. 
He hu sent us e. specimen, and it is a well
executed reduction of the ori~inal marble 
bust by Mr. Adams Acton. We wish Mr. 
Dunnet every success in his endeavour, 
but really these poor populous places ought 
to be taken up by wealthy Christians, and 
they should place chapels in them. What 
a monument to a dece .. sed father or brother 
would e. new chapel be, if put up in this 
great pottery town, where there is a man 
ready, by God's blesijing, to fill it with 
eager hearers. Baptists have neglected 
the Pottery district, and something gener
ous ought to be done for the regiun. 

EvANGELISTS. Messrs. Clarke and Smith 
have been taking their much needed rest 
during the earlier p11.rt of the put month, 
and for the last week or two thHy have 
been at Grimsby. Our" Notes" are obliged, 



1'C11T.S. 89 

to be m11de up before any report of their 
services can reaoh us, and we most, there
fore, let this he11d remain bare. Doring 
February these brethren will condact 
services nt the T11berna.cle. 

The Watch Niglit Service on New Year's 
Eve wa.s ene of the best ever held. The 
Ta.bernaole was crowded in every pa.rt, 
a.ud the singing a.nd addresses of Messrs. 
Clarke and Smith were so highly appre
ciated that the people could ha.rdly be in
duced to leave the building "when the old 
yea.r died." 

Mr. Bumham's engagements for Feb
ruary are at Ecton, Northa.mpton; Mill 
Street Chapel, Bedford; Broughton, near 
Kettering; Isle of Thanet; and Ft>rncett, 
Norfolk. This brother exhorts and singe 
in a manner most acceptable to the village 
audiences among which he chiefly labours. 
His physical strength is not equ"l to the 
thous ,nds, but the smaller churches need 
an evangelist as well as the larger ones, 
and Mr. Burnham is in his right place in 
working among them. 

Mas. SPuRGEON's BooK FuND. Mrs. 
Spurgeon is issuing the following note to 
her subscribers. During the ye<U" she has 
distributed more than 7,000 valuable works 
to poor ministers. 

"My Dear Friends,-The past year has 
been crowned with the goodness of GJd to 
me and to my beloved work, and, there
fore, I all the more deeply regret that 
through weakness and affl.iction I have 
not as yet been able to prepare a det,iiled 
account of the blessings the Book Fund 
has received and bestowed. Tnis lack of 
service on my part will, I trust, be eoon 
supplied by a. kind friend, a.nd a full re
port of my work eha.ll then be laicl before 
yeu. Meanwhile, I send forth this little 
messenger to testify to the unf«iling faith
fulness and goodness of the Lord in 
strengthening me for the service which his 
love hao allotted me. 

"Sore need hav.i I ha.d for his tender, 
pitiful care, a.nd he has never failed me ; 
but, ia. spite of a.lmost const;<nt ill-health, 
he has enabled me to accomplish even an 
increased amount of work, and has ex
tended the benefits of the Book Fund far 
and wide. To his name be the prai,es of 
my heart. 

" From all parts of the world I have 
abundant testimony to the reviving and 
refreohment of spirit God's mim,tars re
ceive through the quiet agdncy of this 
book-giving, and the lovia.g letter; of 
grateful hearts are no slight comfort and 
reward for service often done in wearia.ess 
and pain. 

'' 'Mr. Spurgeon's works ,ue cr11mmed 
foll of the good old corn of c,.n..lln ; ' so 
write~ R pa.stor labouring in Q,1ean,la.nd, 
and I count it a high hono11r tt11lt the 
'Lord of the harvest' h,.s given ma ch,.rge 
of so gloriou, a granary, from wh'>M pre• 
cious stores I can scatter so widelv both 
'seed for the sower, and bread for the 
ea.tar.' My e.ccounts show that eighteen 
thousand six hundred and ninety-three 
volumes ha.ve been distributed during the 
three years of the ' Fund's' e,ciatence ; 
this is a. brief, bare sta~ement of f .. cts, and 
does not revea.l the joy and ble,isin~ which 
lie benea.th it; but, thank~ be to God, I 
can truly say that ' the admini.➔tra·.ion of 
this service not only eupplieth the wa.ut of 
the saints, but is abundant a.lab by m·~ny 
thanksgivings unto God.' 

"My most heartfalt thanks are ten
dered to you, dear friends, for your const<nt 
remembrance of my work, the loving in
terest yoa. have takea. in its welfare, and 
the generoa.s help yon have given to its 
funds. 

"Your gi~s a.re received as' frorn the 
Lord,' often coming as special an,w,ra to 
prayer, and al ways as tokens of his 
favour and approval of the work ; and 
when they have thus enriched my soul 
they carry to the weary, tt>iling serv>tnts 
of the Master substantial blessing•, Ji vine 
luxuries, the worth of which only o. poor 
'book less' pastor can rightly appreciate. 

" W,th a heart full of gratitu 1~ to the 
Lord aa.d to you, believe ma, dear l!'nea.d.:!, 

"Your deeply obliged Servant, 
"SusIE SPOBGEON." 

Poo11 M1~1sTERS' CLOTIII~G SocrETY. 
Mra. Evans aslls us to aclcn,,wleJ. ;e the 
receipt of several useful parcels of ID. ,teria.l 
for the Clothing Society, .ind oh ➔ ,vi;hes 
us also to say that she will be gh l if a.II 
dont>rs will kindly direct their gitc; tJ be 
seut to the Metropolit~n Taberca ·le, as 
extra labour and expense are c .. used if they 
go to Mrs. Ev.i.ns's house. 

ORPHA..'IAGE.. The Christmas festival 
seems to have been as great a ,uccess as 
in past years, although the Presid,rnt was 
confined to his sick chamber tDste«J. of 
being able to pre,ide over t,,e fdst, val. 
Libdral offerings in montty ancl ki,1,l were 
seut in by many friends all over the 
country, and if they could hwe ot>rlD. the 
way in which the boys execut.,J t.1e 
"hap11y despatch" with the g,,uJ. thiug~ 
set bofore them they woulcl have beea. 
more than rewarded for thdir rdmombr:L 11ce 
of our fatherless family. Tne beef, plum 
puddings, nuts, orange~, swaet:i, aa.'1 bri~llt 
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new llhillinp "'"" a■ good u e'ftl', and 
the 11111-• in the e,-iq wwe u 
heartily -.foyecl u oa any pnvioua oo
ca~on. 

W ti haft lOBt 1111ot.ll• 4_. lMle 'bor, of 

" peculiarly choice IJ)h;t. Mr. Charlee
worth will - ban no doubt give u1 1 
memoir ne:r:t month, for the child wu ve'l'J' 
l'ftCioua, uul bore an 11ft'eoting teatimon, 
forJe11u1. 

f utm' lo'Iltgt, ~ttra;armm lttbtrtntdt. 
~ of &«i,tt. fr- DNJem,1-- ~ot, 1878, ttJ Ja11114ry 18t.\, 1879, 

£ •. 4. 
Church In Plum ~ B:ouOll, 11or Mr. 
M;'°it~ ... ... ... ::: ~ lg ~ 
Mr. llayl.., ... 2 2 0 
Mr. l<nrtlll'! ,.. 0 6 0 
:Mn-. Ellwood I l 0 
Mr. W. C. Pn.tt 2 2 0 
Mi"" E . .T. Bowley . .. o 10 0 
Mn-. Jnne ,luniroon l O 0 
111.r. ,1. M. l'eriru•on l O 0 
Mr-.. lllitn..,rgh O 10 0 
Mn-. C. H-,hert,,on.. 0 16 0 
'Mr. K King . .. l O 0 
Mr. I::. I'. Gibbon . .. l! 0 0 
l'. ll .. J) um bartonahirc I O 0 
Mr. A. Bult... 0 10 0 
:Mr. ,T. Clover 6 0 0 
lllr. R. Pwwar o 10 0 
Mr. T. Mann ... 10 o 0 
From Dear Onnny O 6 0 
M.r. R Uymer . . . 6 0 0 
H. T. ... ... ... ... ... . .. 6 o O 
R,,aders of the " Cbri£tian Herald" . . . 12 6 'I 
ll. o.nd M. Ball l o 0 
Mr. Il. Ormond ll O 0 
M.r. ,T. )l......,,. 5 6 0 
Mr. ,T. Hector ... l O 0 
The lri_,. Dransfield 2 2 O 
llr. Williun Johnson 6 0 0 
M.r. lllundstnne 1 O O 

Mr. R. &ott... . .. 
Mn. De Ka"1Ulallh 
Mr.T.W.LialJar ... 
Mi"" M. Miller ... 
.T. B. T., Greenoak ... 
P<r Mn. Gooding 
Mn. 8. Brown .. . ... 
Friend&, Craig, Montrooe 
8. s. Aboalum (with 211. for llfui: 
Mr8:~r.•~~ll:.~d! .. 
Mr. R.Hunt ... 
Mr . .T G. Ball ... ... ... . .. 
Colleotiou at Drummond Roo.d, per Rev. 

.T.A. Brown ... ... ... . .. 
Rev . .r . .A. Brown .. . 
Rev. G. 11can,on ... ... ... . .. 
Put Collection at Grosvenor Street 

Chapel. Manchester . . . . . . . .. 
Put Collection at East Hill Chapel, 

Wandsworth . .. . . . . . . . .. 
Collection at Dalston Junction Chapel, 

.Annual S,,b,eriptiona :
Mr. W. Ewing 
Mr. W. Ca.aaon ... ... ... ... 
Rev. W. Hetherillgton ... ... . .. 
Wew<ly Ollennga at .Met. Tab.-Deo. 22 

,. 27 
.Tan. 6 

.. J2 

£ •. "· 1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
Q 10 0 
0 6 0 
l 0 0 
0 6 0 

0 8 0 
0 18 0 
1 l 0 
l 1 0 

, 10 0 
l 1 0 
l l 0 

6 0 0 

8 0 0 
6 3 0 

l 0 0 
l 0 0 
l 0 0 

62 12 8 
60 18 11 
·12 9 6 
26 14 6 

Mrs. Armitage ... 0 10 0 
Mr. Bowker'• Claa 1' 10 0 £310 2 2 
)lr,.. A. r. w..- l! 0 0 
ll.rs. ll.ullipn 0 10 0 

,tackhrtll @rp{ntnttgt. 
SfntM11flnt trf l1t1D8i;pt• fron& December 20tl,, loi8, to January 18t11, 1879. 

£L~ £ s. d. 
7 6 
0 0 

Hrs. Townoend .. . . .. 
.A Frie11d, per Mn,. White 
!14,. B. Barrett 
lL,, L. I'ri,-e . . . . .. 
fi:rntlw-Jch. ).ICI' Bo.nke:n ... ... . .. 
Ml. Spr.... ... ... ... .. 
<:o!,, ctiou, Carley 8treet Chapel. Lei• 

,.,.,,,.,. per llr . .T. C. Forth ... 
Yr-. Helzcndarf, New z.eaJ&nd 
~L!, !Javis ... 
lh-,; Hagger 
:Mr,._ Mott ... ... ... ... . .. 
Cun,..-a.11 Road Smlday Scbool,BmdAm 
M., Wtidw,d ... . .. 
A Well-W1"1.oer, Soutblm 
Mn,. T. W. Fra.nk1in 
Mn,. Dimwl ... 
J. <:. ... . .. 
Hr. Ellwood ... . .. 
1D Jl!"emory of dmr Caroline 
C&rn liuf" fi Broth.era 

:,:_~~~ 

o 6 o Mn. C. Bowie . . . . .. . .. ... o 
c, 10 6 A Sermon lleader New Coventry ... 1 
1 ll 6 Collected by Grieff Boyl' e.nd Girls' Re-

~ ~ g Hr~i'."ii~~ ::: ::: ::: ••• 
o 6 0 A ColJ!Orteur's Thankoll'ering . . . . .. 

1 4 0 
1 10 0 
6 0 O 
1 0 0 
0 12 0 
1 9 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
I O 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
I 1 0 
9 10 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

Colleeted by :Mr. Matthews, Colporteur 
T. A.H. P. W. ... ... ... . .. 
A Fellow-l&bourer... . . . . . . . .. 
Mias H. Millar, pa.rt of first earnings ... 
Mr. W . .r. Francis .. . .. . . .. 
:Mr. and Mrs. Bristow, New Drighton 
Grace, ~e•, Mabel, a.nd Eva D.-i.1,(ow 
Mr . .r. N1ckinson ... ... ... . .. 
Miss E. J. Rowley .. . 
Mr. W. G. Wilkina 
J . .r. T. .. ... . .. 
Ernest a.nd Percy Monk ... 
.A poor Widow ... ... 
Mary Watkins 
Mr. A . .AuatiD . .. . .. 
Collected by Mr. Clover ... 
Camberwell 'Bu-Driver ... 

0 17 3 
10 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 13 i; 

10 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 G 
0 ~ 0 
1 0 0 
0 14 11 
:I G O 
0 II, 0 
1 1 0 
0 4 3 
0 I 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 II 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
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Orpbana' Oonoert at Pmtamouth, 1-
_println,r, eto.1 at 8ve plaoe■ '9Ulte4 ... 

Mr. 'rhomno Jll lwRnl ... ... . .. 
DapU.t Bumlay Bchool, Anltruther ... 
Gmnnrd l'IU'k, Roehamr, Haue 

~oj_'~~r~l;"l!a,~on... ::: ::: 
0, C .. M. JC., N. D. ,.. ... . .. 

r;.!· 1I~~forri of ,i'iba Sword°&nd the 
Trowel'' ... .., 

Mr. F. E. nrownlng 
Mr. E. Wlllfarn• .. . 
Mr. J. n. ·wnugh .. . 
Jllr. E. P. Gibbon .. . 
Jllr. W. Jllnthowoon ... ,.. ... 
Jllr. Thomus lireen'e Sunday School 

Closs ... ... ... ... ... 
Jllr. A. Dult .. . ... . .. 
Collected by lilies E. Fry .. . 
l\Ir. J. Clover ... ... .. . 
A Friend, per Rev. A. A. Rees .. . 
Jllr. R. Purser ... ... 
Jllr. Willio.m Tuoknott .. , 
From deo.r Grnnny ... 
Messrs. Phillips o.nd Bon 
Miss Stnnley .. . 
lllr. W. E. llloOD .. . 
Jllr. G. Hilton ... ... 
Collected by W. E. Ilickmnn 
Jllre. E. Dames 
From nn Orpho.n .. , 
From an In valid ... 
Jllr. A. Bcurd 
Jllr. R. Brown ... .. . 

t:.i~.fA.'ir!~urgh .. . 

~J~;';;;,~0
IT.";ie B~wo.rd ',',', 

Jllr. Robert Rymer .. . 
Mrs. Jll. Jellq• .. . 
Kate M. Wilhnms .. . 
Mrs. J. Spence 
Jllrs. J. Cobb 
J.G.J. 
JI. T. ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Proceeds of a Christmwl 'Tree, per 

Mr. John Field ... ... ... ... 
Mrs. M. Smilh 
M. o.nd M. Htill ... 
Mr. Jurnes Rosa Kay 
Mr. W. Bninhridge 
Ann Ferguson 
Mr. D. Drontch 
Mrs. P. Wright ... 
llletropolitun Store 
R. J. "' ... 
Mias K. Oaldey ... ... ... 
Mias M;. Grnnt, per Mr. W. Mowat 
-:E. A. nnd M. l'. ... .. . 
E.M.Lnyo.rd ... .. . 

Collected aftrr n Lecture 
by llev. J. K Crnclmell 15 0 0 

Thankoll'cring from Jllre. 
Cracknell s,•nior .. . 1 0 0 

Mrs. Walker 
Mrs. E. Ntipier 
Jllr. H. Ormond ... 
"Every Little Helps" 
Jllr. G. Beckett .. . 
lllr. W. Turner ... ... .., 
Baptist Church, Long Preston ... 
lllr. 8. Gloss... ... ... ... 
Jllatt. XIV. 40 
Mr. Compton 
Jllr. J, Hect.or 
W.A .... .............. . 
Vallllhall Baptist Sunday School, per 

Rev. G. HeB1110n ... ... ... 
'Per Bankero ... 

t. •· d. 

15 5 e 
10 0 0 
1 0 0 

9 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 8 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
110 0 

IIO 0 0 

0 7 0 
0 10 0 
111 6 
5 0 0 
8 0 0 
1 0 0 
110 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
110 0 
0 6 O 
0 2 8 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 2 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 12 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 

15 6 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 

10 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 11 0 
6 0 O 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 S 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 

8 0 0 
1 1 O 
1 0 0 
2 O 0 
0 7 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
2 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
l 1 0 

1 0 0 
II 2 0 

1111nday Colleotlona at Dinner Table, bf 
Ro,., and Prank lll'ye . .. .. . ... 

A New Yea.r'1 01ft 
Mr. 0. Pope .. . 
H.E... ... ... ... ... ... 

From the CaptRin, Oftloer11, and Crew 
of tho Ile.1que "Brito.nnia," of Rhorc
hnm:-

CnptulnC!ao&ton 
Mr. Jlavey ... 
Mr. Thompaon 
Mr. ,Tohn,oo ... 
Mr. PoulM>n ... 
Mr. Nihlet 
B. Drown .. . 
R. Hopkin• .. . 
F. l'rior .. . 
J. Hut,hinga 
8. Hurt 

0 10 0 
0 7 8 
0 6 0 
0 II 0 
0 li O 
O 6 0 
o a o 
o a o 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 II 0 

One who has wom the 11111110 bonnet 
n~flrly t_wo years ... 

MR-,ter W. Oakley ... 
J. L., Regent'• f'e.rk 
Mr. Henry Atwood ... ... ... 
Collection at Baptist Church, Mine!rlng, 
~j~W~tbr Rev ... Ro~- Ho1:"'.ee 
Stumpe from e. Friend 
W.A.M .... 
Mr. E. Martell 
Jllr. A. Barrett .. . . .. .. . 
Ruth, Gro.ce, Ada, nnd Ernest .. . 
A Render of the Almanack 
From two Friends ... 
Richmond Chapel Sunday "schooi; 

Liverpool ... 
Mr. B. Harwood .. . 
Mr. W. J. Scott .. . 
Marin Chilling-worth 
A New Year'• Offering 
Annie Paul ... . .. 
A Country Jllimster 
Mrs. Tnylor 
P. 0. 0. from Elgin 
Mrs. ,valliei'e !lox 
Mr. and Mrs. Horton 
Mr. Thomas W. Lister ... ... . .. 
Sunduy School Collections e.t Broughty 

Ferry ... ... ... ... .. . 
Executors of the late Mr. T. Chilton .. . 
Fricncls at )lorice Squ:uo, DevonI1ort, 

ufu?t{~~~it~~;,'rJ'~~~ ::: ::: 
C. T., Thnnkolfcring 
Mrs. E. Webb .. . 
)[rs. Miller . . . ... . . . . .. 
Collected by Mr. E. V. Johnson ... 
Trinity Road Church, 'C'pper Tooting ... 
L.B. ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Rcuders of "John Ploughmo.n'• .A.l-

manuck,, ... 
W. H. S. ~L ... 
Mro. Ellison . .. .. . . .. 
Brandcrbur;;h Sunday School 
•

1 }'rccly ye hn.ve received" 
Mrs. S. Guilford .. . ... .. . ... 
Jllrs. E. Portt•r. 5 per cent. on Earnings 
Mrs. E. Y. Wilkinson 
Miss A. 'Wbntley ... 
Mr. J. Crocker ... 
Mr. Wil!ill.lll Bigg,, ... 
Mrs. Book ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. Ligar ... ... 

r:·R!i~f'ili~~ Frie~d ... 
Friends nt Broek!ey Road, by Mrs. S. 

G. l'hilli'Jld... ... ... ... 
U. P., &,bbath School, Gorebridge 
Mr. T. P. Alder 
FwTy's Pence 

,. •. cL 

0 10 I 
0 & 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 6 

210 0 

0 4 0 
0 3 0 
0 13 0 
1 0 0 

2 0 1 
3 3 0 
0 1 0 
0 -i 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 8 
0 2 0 
0 4 0 

8 4 8 
5 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 II 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
I) 3 
1 O 0 
0 5 0 
5 1 1ll 
2 2 o 
0 10 0 

3 0 0 
W O 0 

1 5 0 
3 0 0 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 
Ii O 0 
0 I~ 0 

0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 ti 
I O 0 
0 o 0 
:l 3 -1 
1 '.J 0 

l) ll 

0 lll tl 
~ 10 O 
2 10 0 
1 ll S 
I) " 
0 1:) 0 

15 0 0 

6 8 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 ti 



8'1'001tWEJ,t Ol\PHANAGr!:. 

Mn. &ra.h Brmm 
£ e. d. II .. d. 
1 f) 0 llrn. G. Dill ... 0 II 0 Mr. "\\". RJ,nfmtl 1 0 0 llrn. R. Taylor 3- g 0 Mr. J. Bmitb 0 10 0 F. R. T. . .. 0 Mr. ,T. ll. Mead 

Clapt<>n, 
... 
... 

10 0 0 In Tl'lllembra.noe 0 II 0 
Down'! Chapel, per Mr. Probin 8 II 0 

W11y 8 12 8 llrn. Probln : : : 0 II 0 
Mi""~·-· 0 10 0 llliME.Oooke 0 II 0 
Mi.•• Gibbo ... 0 Ii 0 Mre. Lawrence 0 II 0 

Jlondiom, per Hr. Ch8J"leinvorth :- Mr. T. Higgiru, 0 II 0 
Rev. F. Tucker 0 II 0 .T. O'Gram ... 0 10 0 Mn. H. Brown 0 II 0 

S l\fol'l!"ln 0 Ii 8 s II 0 
u ~T!~:~owl~ ~ 0 10 0 Cltlri,tm.a, Fe,tival at tlie 
Mn<. Kerridg,, 0 2 8 Orpha1n,age:-
J. Heed .. 0 4 8 Yr. Warmington 0 10 0 Part Proceed,; of Bervioe ~f ~-.t'E= 0 10 O· 

:,;o~. n...,,.., Pi<rk, Lee, 1 1 o· by rPharuig,, Choir ... II 0 0 G. H. Bateman 0 6 0 E. Ward ... ... . .. 0 II 0 J. KiDnB 1 1 0 Mi~.-. Grc1.nt •·· 0 II 0 A. H. a.nd iCw. 0 10 0 J.P. 0 Ii 0 B.W .... 0 10 0 John Magg1i: 1 0 0 S.W .... 0 6 0 
Stamps, Ba.rn,lcy .. 0 2 0 lila.rv Daviee. ;.iid Frien~ .. 0 6 0 
A Sernmt., Htib"tOl ... 0 8 0 Mr. B.. Noble, St. Helena 4 0 0 
Col1°ct.ion at Tunbridge Willie a.nd Benjie ... 1 0 0 

Well•, a.ft.er Sermon, by Mr. A. Dewar ... 0 2 6 
Mr. Charlesworth 10 10 0 Misses L. and H. Maynard ::: ::: 1 0 0 

R. Dunbar 0 2 6 Ba~- Sunday School, Brockhurst, 
l>undav Sch~le.rs; •• New rt, Teachers and Scholars ... 1 4 0 

Year's Offering, Evesha.m 8 9 6 Frien at Bures, per Mrs. Kemp ... 1 1 0 
Dalanc,, of Service of &mg Mrs. Bowes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 0 6 0 

Acco=t, Ryde ... 0 8 0 Mrs. Ba.:,:'s Bible Class ... 4 10 0 
ll. L. Plum bridge ... 1 1 0 Mr. J. Nickinson 014 0 
.. J.M. N.," Dcptford ... 0 10 0 A.rthur,JohnMurscll,A.imiee.nd

0

Gerti~ 
11.es!rs. Townsend a.nd Bennett ... ... ... ... . .. 0 10 0 

Latim<'r. l'roeeedsof Sale Mr. G. Inglis 0 6 0 
of l'bo~<!TDJ>hs . .. . .. II 0 0 Mr. A. Anstin 1 1 0 

Christmas 8:ering,Orphan Little Annie ... 0 1 0 
:Uoy,: Collecting Ca.zds ... 46 'I 6 •· Every little hela:·;; ::: ::: ::: 0 10 0 

Friend. !\o!wich ... 0 10 0 Romney St. Sun y School, Westmin-
From Sa.le Hoom ... 0 6 , ster 0 'l 0 
J. aud J . McKee ... 0 2 0 :Messrs. Hin~· Brothers 1 1 0 

74 2 11 Collectro by Mr. Ashe .,;d Fri~~ds 2 8 'l 
ol/lnrnuu ,Su/Jscripti.m :- Mr. Thomas W. J:r,:er . . . . .. ..,;d l 0 0 

Grove Road S= y School, 
Mr.Ball 1 0 0 Friends, 88.l"dway, Gosport ... 0 10 0 
Mr. Willi1m·Ewing·· l 0 0 Mr. Bobert Rymer ... 2 0 0 
Mr. W. Tel bntt ... 2 2 0 Mr. S. Corn borough . . . . .. . .. 0 10 0 
Mr. C. F. A.lldis ... 1 1 0 Ch8.l"lie, Willie, Fred., Harry, and Al-
Mi·. Grose 1 1 0 fred Bla.cksha w ... 0 6 0 

Per F. R. -r: :-
:Mr. Adrian .. 0 6 0 £625 19 2 
Mr. CilJirlier 0 6 0 

Boys' Colleetingc....ds.-Atterbury, 8s; Bell. H.,GsSd; Bailey, F., 4s; Bush, R., 68; Bi,"1lell,A.,2s6d; 
Buc.km!!"ha.m. W., 7s 9d; Bales, H., 4s; Bailey, G., 6s 7d; Bell, B. E., 48; Butler, Sa; Bentley, E., 
s~ tid; Bi.s:S, H., 16s !Ud; Burchett, T., £1 1 is 7~d; Brind, H., 8s 8d; Bates, W., 6s; Clarke, :M., 6s; 
Clark, W .. ls; Campbell, C., 4s Sd; Comnn. J., 9s 3d; Conquest, H., 4• 3d; Cooper, C., 4B 5d; 
Crisp, T., Ss; Cornwall, 7t. Sd; Dean, W ., 6s; Davies, C. and W., 10s; Drake, W., £1 2s; Dean, G., 
1~ i Dann, A., lls 6d; Ellis, H., 15s; Ellet. R. J ., 4s; Eves, G. B., JOs; Edmonds, 3s 3d; Fitch, G., 
&.; 6d; Fulton, H., 3s 6d ; Fox. H., 148 6d; Foulsha.m, W ., ls 8d; Foster, G .• 4s ;_ Jfo,ter, A., 7s 8d i 
Froo-t, F., Ss; Finch, H., ls; Forbes (per Mr. P. Smith), £1; Grinter, T., 108; 1i1Ulyhawk, J., 10d; 
Groves,~; Gladwin, F., 128 6d; Goddard, H .. 2s; Glaytiber. G., 5s; Gardiner, U; Hem:na.n, J., 6s3d; 
li!trt, R. A., 66 3d. i Ha.rt, L., 6s; Hunt, G .. 10s 4d.; Hawes. F., 8s 3d ; Hutt, ls 7d; Howard, H., 6a; 
Hart, Ralph. £1 S 6d; Johnson, G., 98 6d; Johnson, 68; Jones, C., 6s; Jones, A., Ss; Kentlleld, E., 
'ii::; ad; Kitchen, T., 18s; King, G., 9.s; Key, J ., 3s; Le.nsbury, J., 6s 6d i Lee, E., 7s; Leggo, A., 
J3, 51(1; Lewis, G., 17• 9d; Legge, S., Ss; Larkin, E., 12s6d; Messenger,J., 4s6d; Mitchell, J.,Sa; 
ll.,JJ.,., H., 7s 3d; Morgan, J. C., So 2d; Mack•·DZie, £1 7s 7d; :Morgan, A., 3s ;_ Manktelow, 5s; 
:M.u:is, H., & Sd i M.a.rley, 2s; Morton, G., 2s _; Matthews, 6s; Neville, H., lls ld; .Nee.le, 10s; Owen, 
A., 'id; Peekh.ti.m, V., ls; Pettifor, 4B 4d; Pitt, F., 10s; Pavey, 8., 3s; Poole, 7s; Pearcey, G., 2s; 
li,,ed. F., 4• 6d; &mell,J., 4s: Richards, G., 2s7d; Rees, J.,£1; Heddo.11, C., 28 Sd; Smith,F., 
'ls; Sorrell, F .. fl; Smith, A., 4s; Sne'.11, T., OS; Snow, W., 2s 3d; Simmonds, F., 4s 9d; Stroud, W,i 
1c., 9d; Echultz, A., !Ji 6d; 8e&.m.a.n, 4s; Tilly, £1; Thompson, E., 5s; Thoma.s, C. W., 48 9d; Taylor, 
D:, 5,.; Tw-ner, J., 12s 6d; Va.ller, W., 4s; WillB, M., 14s 4d; Wa.id, 7s; Wii,,hire, C. J., 10.; 
Wei.Jtn.t:r, G. W., ti; Wa.c.kretiH., 18&; Whiter, H., Ss; Whitlock, M., 6s; Wheeler, W., Se~ 
Wbit:R.h...d, W.,& 9d; WILittr, H .. 2s ld; We.ton, W., 4"; Wright, John, Sa 10d; Wiggins, H., 
lls; W,thenlen, 12'16d; Willis, \V., 138 6d; Wills,Cha.s., 78 6d; P.0.0., Devonport, 7s6d.-Total, 
:£46&.6d. 

i.,,,., of Prc.s utA, P" Mr. fJlu1rJ,Awc..rtJ,--Paov1~10N'S, etc. :-A Sack of Flour. J.E. Saur.den; 10 
Ca.lucs, li. J. Erith: 300 Oranges, rw .. Nu!lo ; Fruit, etc., for Chri.tin&s pndding, J. T. Da.intree; 
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Cnse or Orange•, B. Vickety • Cn•o of Ornniie•, E. Newman; 2,IO Boxe• of Figs, W. Ha1'ri&on ; A C11ke 
~d 2 Bo:,:cs ol Chocolnte, MiM Morris; I 14 lb•. Cake, Mr. BRrtholomew; 20 &cka of Potat.oe•, Mr. 
}!o~ben; ,oo lb•. Cake, Mr. Philcox; 9 half-box•• of Valcncio.e, J. Cantell; a flack of Flo•ll', T. 
Collin•; 120 Egr., J•net Wnrd; & fine Pig, H. Hutt; 3 Barrels of Bieouito, Huntley and Palmer; 31 
curr1nt Cakee, eek, Frean a.nd Co. i 270 Fanoy Boxel!I of SweetR, J. Hill 

CLoTmxo.-A Boy's Veat, 0. Shepperd· 10Cotton Bhirte, Anon. GlOJ'e; 8 Bmto ond8 Overcoats, :Mr. 
neath; 11 Flannel Shirts, 8! dozen pair• Boeke, 2~ dozen Scarve•, 11nd 12 pe.ira of Cuffs, Mn,. Burt and 
}'riende; 80 Hhirt.s and 19 lfnndkerchlcfe, Miss !>av:is; 86 Collars, 18 Cuff•, and 1 Comfort.er, }liso 
}[arehall • 26 Shirts, Young J..adies' A880ciation, Wynne Boe.cl, per Mrs. Pearce; 12 Pan ,,f BooUI, G. 
ll. J{erriJge; H pairs of Stockings, Mrs. With£n: 10 Woollen Acarves and 2 pairH of Cuffs, }11£1~ 
Jeffery; A LiD!•n Colle.rand IL Tie for every Boy, the MiBPee Dranelleld. 

BuNDHIEA :-A Load of Firewood, "K . .::,; a Lolld of Firewood, Jonas Surith; :H Tooth Brn•hcs, 
Anon. ; 240 New Shillings, J. D., per Mr. w. He.rnson. 

i.oip.ortagt $ss.o.datiau. 
Statement of Receipts f1·om De-ber 20th, 1878, to January 18th, 1879. 

Sub,criptiona and Donations for Diatl'ict, :-

J. Trenton, Esq., for Liverpool 
Haverfordwest District, for 1878 
Southern Associo.tion . . . . . . . .. 
Thos. Greenwood, Esq., for Brentford 
A Friend, Mu.ldon ... ... ... ... 
Per Jllr. J. S. Hockey, for Bower Che.lk 

District ... . .. 
Dorchester District .. . . .. .. , 
Slripsea District .. . .. . .. . .. . 
Chippingham, per Rev. H. B. Bardwell 
Eyethorne District... . .. .. . .. . 
Chipping Norton, per Rev. T. Bentley ... 
W. R. 1 for ReddiDgs ... 
Melton Mowbray District ... 
East Devon Colportage Mission 
Chester District .. . .. . .. . .. . 
Wilts and East Somerset Association ... 
Northampton Association .. . . .. 
Gloucester and Hereford Association ... 
Kingsteignton District ... 

Ludlow Dietrict :-
Collection, Rock Lllne 

M.is~ion ... ... . .. 
Subscriptionsper:Mr.Evana 

l',lra. Alli•on's Bible Class 
South Wilts District:

W arm.inster 
Frome ... 
South Benton 

Wat'IDinster ... . .. 
Badcock's Lane, Frome 
Shepherd's Barton ... 

1 3 0 
3 4 0 

0 18 6 
1 4 0 
1 0 0 

0 1~ 6 
1 4 0 
1 0 0 

£ e. d. 
10 0 0 

6 16 8 
52 10 0 
40 0 0 
2 10 0 

8 6 0 
10 0 0 
2 0 0 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 
7 10 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
17 10 0 
10 0 0 

7 10 0 
6 0 0 

4 7 0 
4 17 6 

3 2 6 

3 2 6 
S.S. l',Iander, Esq., for Wolverhampton 10 O 0 
Prest,n District 10 0 0 

£265 18 8 

Su/Jacription, and DOflaliOM to the Gmeml 
Fund. 

Mr. J.B. Mead 
Mr. J. Hector ... 
Rev. J. Greenwood 
W. A. Peirce, Esq .... 
Bridgwa.ter Postmark 
J. Crosaley, Esq. ... 
Miss Purcha.ss 
Mr. Monteith .. . 
Mrs. Mary Jelley .. . 
Mr. Oeo. Wbite ... 
Mr. Spencer Murch 
Mr. E. P. Gibbon .. . 
Mr. A. Bult... .. . 
Mr. A. C. Apperly 
M. and M. Hall ... 
Mr. Edward Coalson 
Mr. H. Ormond .. . 
Matthew xxv. 40 ... . .. 
S. 0. Habershon, Tuq., :M.D. . .. 
T. E. Silton, Esq. ... ... ... 
A Sermon Reader, Ce.rlton, Beds 
Lucy Howell ... 
A Tho.nkotl'ering. S.C. 
Rev. W. Saunders ... 
Mr. George Osborn 
Mrs. E. Webb ... 
Mr. George Emery 
W. P., Manchester 

£ •. d. 
10 0 0 

1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 JO 0 
1 10 0 
0 5 0 
2 10 0 
1 0 o 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 5 0 
1 0 0 
110 0 
2 •) 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 

... 10 0 0 
0 5 0 
') 2 0 Rev. F. A. Jones ... ... ... ... 

Collecting Bo:<, etc., the late :Hrs. F. A. 
Jones 

Mrs. F. Jones .. . 
"\V. Fleming, Esq ... . 
Mr. Quinn .. . 
Mr. Spri~ .. . 
Mr. Tubby ... .. . 
Ml·. E. Walmsley .. . 

0 
0 

1 1 O 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 l IJ 

j.odd!J .of ~fomgtlists. 
State;11ent of Receipt, /1·0111 December 20th, 1878, to January Intl,, 1879. 

,T. C. ... ... .. . 
::lfos E. J. Bowley .. . 
)fr. tipencn· Murch 
::l!r. ,John Coventry 
Mr. A. Bult... ... 
Mr,ll, Date .. , 

£ •· d. 
4 0 O 
0 5 0 
2 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 10 IJ 

Emmanuel Baptist Church School, Fal-
mouth, per Rev. J. Douglas ... 

l\Ir. J ohu Ban-y .. . 
Mr. T. B. Gibson .. . 
Mr. H. ,v. We•ti'Op 
:Mi·. J. Loch ... 

£ s ii,\ 

5 0 
I) 0 
t) 0 
0 0 

1 0 0 
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:Hr. F. Oamlll&ll ... 
Mr. P. Elli! ... 
W. and E. H. .. .. 
A Friend, fo1· Mr. Burnham 
Mr. John Germnn .. . 
Hr. H. W. Butler .. . 

THE SPURGEON 'l'lll8Tlll'.ONIAL. 

£ •· d. 
0 10 O Mn. Jane Allen 
t o o Ml-. JL Tubbf 
0 '1 0 

!Ii O 0 
Ii O 0 
2 2 0 

£ ■. d. 
l O 0 
l O 0 

&9 19 0-

The follo..-in{? li•t oontRins tho•e contn"bntiono only which have been received in cnsh b:r the Tre•
Furen, not tbo!W promiiwd e.nd unpaid. nor tboiro m11.de to StR.11 Keepen and invc~te-d in ~od"' for tAe 
Dll.l<R&r. of which a ocpRrRte liot will be given. The Treasurer,, deeirc to be advise<! of nny errors 
or omiAAioni-;. 

The Trcu,uren; will bo ~llld to recoivc the snms promisod, and any fu.rther contributions of friend• 
who may wish to add their nameo to the " li!t oflovo. '' 

Mr. R. Er.ins 
Mr. J. II. Doyle 
:Mr. E. lllthrny 
Mr. C. DR,1es 
)llos Con1lsll ..• 
Mtss C. 8argennt ... 
Mr .• T. H. Bowlam 
Mr. ClliOt1holm 
Mr. T. Pocock 
NoN8.Dle ... 
Mr. Wm. Evans ... 
A Jo'ricnd, per C. R. S. 
Mr. Alfred Searle .. . 
M.n;. Childs ... ... . .. 
Mr. E. E. Sawyer... . •• 
Mi"' Mary A. Webber •.. 
Coloul•l Smith 
11.n;. l\orth ... 
A Frit•nd 
A.J. l". 
J. b. I'. ... . .. 
Mr. and lllrs. Monro 
A t'rieud ... 
llr. II. \"ickcry 
A hen·nnt ... 
lurs. 'l'uustnll ... 
Mrs. hl A. Wil•on .. . 
Mr. Henry W. Wn.11,;er .. . 
llr aud Mrs. Mills .. . 
Mni. Fowler 
Mr F. Filch 
J. l\. - ••• 
M,111chc,--etcr ... • .. 
}l,-,. t;_ li. llrown ... 
111.-•. Sp001'~T .•• 
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Rev. ,J. Kemp .. 0 2 6 Rev. G. W. Pope ... 0 10 (l 
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Rev. R. S. Lewis 1 0 0 Mr. J. H. Elli~ 0 10 0 
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llev. B. Pilling . 1 3 0 Rev. H. A. James ... 3 10 II 
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lli,v, }'. Jeffrey ... 0 10 0 Rev. R. Speed ... 214 () 
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llev. M. H. Whetn•II 0 5 0 Rev. W. H. Smith . 1 u 0 



102 TRB SPURGEON TiSTIMONlAL, 
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

MARCH, 1879. 

indhtnfs .of filrafrtl ~Iuzftring ~.ounh' a filtif. 
BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

HEN we were in Turin we were delighted to see in one of the 
most public streets a Vaudois temple, which we entered, and 
found full of earnest worshippers. It was charming to think 
of the change of times, as marked by the difference between 
the fierce persecution which stained Piedmont blood-red 

and a noble house of prayer, in part erected by a royal grant, in which the 
Waldensian church was able to worship, none making her afraid. Upon 
the front of the edifice we read the text, from Jer. vi. 16, • 

" Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask /or the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls." 

This Scripture struck us as most wisely chosen, and as a noble testi
~ony against the novelties of the Church of Rome, some of which, 
mdeed, are such new inventions that the assemblies which decreed them 
h~ve ~ut lately separated, and the aged priest who was their mouth
piece 1s hardly cold in his grave. The passage impressed us so forcibly 
that we hid it in our heart, and lying there it budded and put forth five 
blo~soms, which our readers may, perhaps, develop into flowers and 
frmts. 

"\Ve saw upon it, first, A CALL TO CONSIDERATION,-''Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask." Like those to whom the prophet spoke, men 
are by nature wanderers, and if they go heedlessly onward they will lose 
themselves more and more in the many "ways" which lead the soul to 
destruction; therefore is it man's wisdom to pause awhile, and not rush 
onword heedlessly. A pause is suggested,-" Stand ye." Come to a halt, 
Etay your steps, do not be too sure that you are right; another step 

8 
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may be de.ngcromi, t'mlrefore " Stand ye." In the commencement of 
lifo young pl·ople siioald take thought, and meditate upon the deeil;{n of 
their being, and the way by which they should answer it; in middle 
life ml-'n i;hould carefully consider their ways, and mark whither they 
tend: anrl in g11ing dnwn the hill the aged should be specially aroused 
to make sure of R right ending to their pilgrimage. We are most of us 
in too great a hurry, and we blunder on as if we were infallible, and 
eould not pos~ibly he making a life-long error. As we were the other 
day_ b:ought to a dead stand while travelling in an express train by the 
exl11b1tm1? of a red flag-, so do we now hang out the signal, and cry with 
all our might to all who are thoughtless'' STAND YE." 

Crossing the Channel, on a foggy afternoon, the man on the lookout 
sang out, loud and clear, a warning voice, and the captain caused the 
Tessel to be stopped in a moment. Right ahead was the North Fore
land, we had gone a point out of our course, and we must pause and 
bear away from the danger. Looming through the haze which a 
thoui:htlul eye may pierce, there may at this moment ba a hage rock of 
sin ; let a ,oice like thunder cry "Slop her," and if need be, "Baclc 
her,'' for it is better far to shift oar course a hundred times than dash 
upon destruction. 

Then, in the text, an examinatwn is advised-" Stand ye in the ways, 
and see." Look about you, within yon, beneath yon, above you. Look 
at your road, and your companions, and the prospect beyond. Com
pare these with the chart of Scripture by the help of an enlightened 
conscience. Climbing up the olive terraces, and steep mountain 
sides at Mentone, we find it needful to look at every footstep lest oar 
feeble feet should cause ns to fall; and when we ascend a hill which is 
new to as we have to take our bee.rings pretty frequently lest we should 
miss our coarse and find ourselves altogether out of oar latitude. No 
man can go to heaven blindly. The eye of faith which looks to Christ 
will be needed all the way, and be who closes it will soon be tripped up 
by one stamblingblock or another. It is foolish to hope that a priest 
can see for as, or that we may follow the multitude with closed eyes. 
He that bath eyes to see let him eee. We shall not be excused if we 
go astray through want of thought when the Bible is in oar hands, and 
the way of life is plainly mapped out therein. 

Nor is this all, for by a third word enquiry is recommended,-" ask for 
the old paths." Select those who may reasonably be expected to know, 
and qnestion them with earnestness. Most of us have some Christian 
friends, let us ask them the way, they will be glad to tell us ; indeed, 
they are anxious to be oar guides. Best of all, we can ask of the Lord 
of the way himself, and by his Holy Spirit be will direct us into the oae 
and only path which bas been trodden from time immemorial by all his 
mints. Ask in prayer, ask by hearkening to the Word, ask by looking 
to Jesus who says, "I am the way." 

In driving about the great world of London we are frequently brought 
to a stand by the alteration of the streets, and the sudden springing up 
of new neigbbourhoodi,. We bad a coachman once who had an invin
cible reµugnance to asking his way, although we over and over again 
laid Le!ore him the m~xim "Better ask a dozen times than once miss 
your road." Ask he would not, and so we should have lost time in 
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endless mnzes had we not pulled him up very often, and soug"ht direction 
from one 11nd another who knew the region wP.11. The maRR of prople 
nowarlnys are of our coachman's mind, and will not ask. We ha\·e to 
force onr directions upon them. 0 that they would become enquirers, 
and follow UR with anxious questions; we should never weary of show
ing- them the old paths. 

Our Waldensian inscription bas a second meaning, for it contains A 
cOMi\lENDATION OF ANTIQUITY,-" ask for the old paths." In this case 
the older the better. Many think the medireval paths old, but, indeed, 
they are of ye~terday and are new inventions. May we not trust " the 
fathers," says one ? And our answer is-better far to go back to the 
apostles, and to their Master. Certain churches boast of their vener>\ble 
age, but no way of religion is so ancient as that which is found in the 
Scriptures themselves. Councils, synods, assemblies, bulls, decretals, 
are all modern ; the old paths are to be found marked down in the old 
Book, and they bear the footprints of old saints. The way of repent
ance is as old as John the Baptist, yea, as old as David ; the way of 
faith is as old as Abraham; the way of communion with God is as old 
as Enoch; the way of approaching God by the lamb slain is as old as 
Abel; yea, the true Lamb was slain from before the foundations of the 
world. Romanism and Anglicanism, and half the isms, are the moss 
which has grown upon the ancient stones: the interpolations of yesterday 
upon the writing of the ages. There is an interesting ride from Mentone 
which brings you to a cathedral adorned, after the manner of papal 
taste, with gaudy colours and childish decorations. There you will see 
all the apparatus for modern Romish worship; but you need not stay 
there. Ask for the crypt,-the old church. Descend a winding stair, 
and you shall see in the centre of the building a baptistery. What,, are 
we in a Baptist chapel ? Listen to the guide, who is the sacristan, 
and he will tell you in Italian, so like to Latin that you can understand 
him, that this is an ancient font used in those days when baptism was 
by immersion. Why not. by immersion now ? The difference in that 
ordinance is only an index of the wholesale alterations which prie3ts 
have made from time to time. Man's church covers over the church of 
God, and when you have seen the oldest of the national churches, you 
must then enquire for the old original church. New doctrines as well 
as new ordinances are taught, and new modes of life are brought into 
fashion. It is with religion as with wine, "the old is better." 

"Ask for the old paths." The infallible Word of God is older than 
th~ supposed infallible pope, the priesthood of the saints is older than the 
pr1estcraft of the clergy, the epistles are older than the thirty-nine 
articles, and the true church of God is older than any one of the sects. 
Lovers of antiquity, take care that your antiquity is antiquity. Let the 
?Id be old enough. With our own eyes we have seen "real antiques" 
Ill process of being made, and have observed the finishing touches as 
they gave the fine dark tinge to furniture of the middle ages fresh from 
the cahinet-rnaker's. 'Twas from a canal at Venice that we first saw 
veritable antiquities in their maker's workshop. Many a religious 
antique have we seen since then which was not one whit more worthv 
of acceptance. Remember that the twelfth century, the sixth century, 
or the second century are nothing to us ; we go back not to this or that 
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Anno Domim:, but to the Dominus, to the Lord himself and his apostle11, 
and we will receive nothing but what we find in the Old end New 
Testaments. We wish that all professors would do the same, and thus 
"ask for the old paths." 

Our text next gi,•es us A DE8CRIPTION OF THE WAY. It is called 
"the good way." It is not the easy way : the idle nnd the foolish ask 
for that, bnt it is not worth seeking for, since it leads to poverty and 
perdition. Neither is it the popular way, for few there be that find it. 
But it is the good way, made by a good God in infinite goodness to his 
creatures, paved by our good Lord Jesus with pains and labours im
measurable, and revealed by the good Spirit to those whose eternal good 
be seeks. It is the way of holiness, of peace, of safety, and it leads to 
heaven. Is it not good ? It has been traversed by the best of men 
since time began, and the unclean do not pass over it. It is good at its 
commencement, for at its entrance men are born again; it is good at its 
continuation, for they are righteous who hold on their way; and it is 
good in its termination, for it leads to perfection, to bliss, to. God 
himself. 

When we are asked "Where is the good way ?" we need not hesitate 
in our reply, for our Lord Jesus says, "I am the way." Faith in him 
as the Son of God, the Substitute, the Saviour, the all in all, is the way 
of life for the soul. Many are the ways which are not good. In the 
dusty weather, as we crossed a road, a boy ran in front of us with his 
broom, pretending to sweep the path, but in reality raising a cloud of 
dust around us; and this reminds us of the men with new brooms of 
modern thought, ll"bo offer their services nowadays to clear the way 
for us, though all that they do is to create a blinding dust of doubt and 
questioning. We prefer God's old, good way to their new and false 
way. We were told of a fresh road the other day, and we went to try 
it, and found it foul at its entrance, miry in its progress, and abrupt in 
its termination, landing us nowhere; the old road is very steep, and 
tires our knees, but next time we go in that direction we shall follow it, 
for we know it, and know that, though rough and rugged, it leads some
where. The doctrines of grace and Puritanic practice are not attractive 
to the flesh, but they are safe, they have been long tried, and their end 
is peace. Others may say, "We will not walk therein," but as for us, 
we have already found rest for our souls in the good road, and shall not 
leave it for another. 

Another blossom of the text is found in AN EXHORTATION TO PRAC
TICE-" walk therein.'' FirsL see where is the good old way, and then 
walk in it. Walking in the way is the end aimed at; Lbe standing, 
!>eeing, and questioning are only the means. That question, " Where 
is the good way ?" has come from many a false lip. Pilate asked, 
"What is truth ?" But what cared be? Thousands ask the eamo 
question ; the learned discuss it, the frivolous amuse themselves with 
it. Vainly do they ask, !lnd in vaiu are they answered, unless they 
enter upon the holy pilgrimage. 

Some spend their time in finding fault with \fisdom's travellers. 
"See bow be limps!" say they of one. "What a clownish gait!'' 
.say thty of another. Yet were it better for themselves if they would 
walk as cripples in the good way than to run in the broad road. 
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Others intend pursuing the road, bnt first they mnRt have sol verl for 
them a metaphysical difficulty, a petty scruple, or a theological puzzle . 
.A lady of whom we heard in our travels had worried several miniRters 
who sought her good by always telling them that she could not believe 
t,i!l they could explain to her IJ.ow God could be without a becrinning, 
"For," said she, " if he never began, then he has not begun, and there can 
be no God at all." Very dexterous are certain persons in blocking up 
their own road, and yet, perhaps, there is no great dexterity in it, for 
the proverb says, "A fool may put questions which a wise man cannot 
answer." In the Vatican at Rome we saw the renowned statue of the 
boy who has a thorn in his foot, and is busy extracting it. He was 
doing this when we first saw him, and three years after he was attempt
ing the same operation. We have good reason for believing that h.e is 
even now in the same posture, and will be found in like attitude fifty 
years hence. He is carved in marble, and therefore is excused for 
making no progress ; but what shall be said of living, thoughtful indi
viduals who year after year ·are trifling with imaginary difficulties, and 
never set foot on the road to heaven ? "Walk therein" is the advice 
of common sense as well as the command of God. 

Yet many who appear to be in the road make no progress; they sit, 
but do not walk. One cold winter's evening we were on the railroad 
between Alexandria and Genoa when the train was in a very peculiar 
condition: the wheels revolved, but the carriages made no advance on 
the journey, the rails were slippery, the wheels did not bite, and our 
engine was spending its strength for nought. Until the iron way had 
been sprinkled with sand we just held our place, and nothing more. 
We have known several persons in like case : they revolved in the 
routine of religious duty, but they had no grip, no hold upon the 
heavenward way, and did not advance an inch, with all their expenditure 
of effort. Walk therez"n,-go on, proceed, advance, lest ye glide back
ward. Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Let us not talk of repentance, but repent; neither let us be satisfied 
with knowing what faith is, but at once believe in the Lord Jesus. A 
religion of head-knowledge and theories will prove of no avail either in 
this life or in that which is to come. There are large maps upon the 
walls of many French railway stations, yet no man ever reached Paris 
or Marseilles by gazing at the map; he must take his place with other 
tr:wellers, or the train will hasten on without him. The Corniche is 
one ef the finest roads in the world, but no traveller ever passed from 
Marseilles to Genoa by a mere study of its course; there must be 
actual journeying or the highway is useless. Not the hearer of the 
word, but the doer thereof, is saved. 

The concluding words of the text contain A SENTENCE OF PROllISE. 
"Ye shall find rest for your souls." In the good old way you shall 
find rest if you have never enjoyed it before; travelling you shall rest, 
as certain birds are said to rest upon the wing. Joy shall be upon your 
head, peace shall prepare the place of your feet. It is wisdom's do
minion, and concerning her we read, "Her ways are ways of pleasa::itness, 
and all her paths are peace." Rest for the conscience come:;; to those 
who enter God's way of salvation; rest of heart arises out of their love 
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to him who is too way; rest of bra.in from their accept&nce of his 
te&chin.!!'; re,,t of desire from their satisfw.ction with his person,-in a 
word. the soul rests in all its prwers and faculties. Nor does it alone 
re11t in the pN'ioent; the future is guaranteed beyond ell fear. Trouble 
will come, we are horn to it, end our !if~ is sure to accord with our birth; 
nor n"ed we wish to be screened from affliction, for there will come 
with it surpassing nonsolations. The dungeon of the l\Iamartine, where 
a probe.hie tradition declares thRt Paul was for awhile confined, is 
entered Lhrongh a round hole in the floor of another dungecn above. 
The uppermost apartment is dark enough, but the lower one is darkness 
iuielf. so thaL the apostle's imprisonment was of the severest kind. We 
noticed, however, a strange fact :-in the hard floor there is a beautiful 
fountain of clear crvsta.J water, which doubtless was as fresh in Paul's 
day as it i11 now. Of course the Papists believe the fountain to be 
miraculous: we who are not so credulous of traditions rather see in it 
a i;ymbol of instruction :-there never was a dungeon for God's servants 
whiL:h was without its well of consolation. Sorrow never comes to a 
saint without its solace, nor care without its cure. "Ye shall find rest 
unto your souls" is the language not only of the prophet, but of the 
Lord of prophets, and we may lie doubly snre of its fulfilment. 

•· Alas," cries one, "I am in daily bondage through fear of death." 
Let not this fear hold yon captive any longer, for it is without cause, 
seeing yon havP. yonr Lord's word for it, that you shall find rest unto 
yonr soul. When we returned from Italy some years ago the Mont 
Cenis Tunnel wai; newly opened, and we reckoned that it mnst be a 
dreary passage. Six miles unclerground ! We thought it must be very 
dark, and therefore we had better be provided with a candle. It would 
be damp and close, and therefore we reckoned upon closing every window, 
for fear we shuuld find it hard to breathe the impure air. So we specu
lated ; bnt when we traversed that wonderful passage the carriages were 
exeeedingly well lie:hted, and much of the tunnel also, and we sat with 
open windows, finding it as ea•y to breathe as on the mountain's side. 
h WHS a joy rather than a peril to pass throngh the dreaded tunnel. 
So shall the voyager along tile good old way find that death is not what 
he dreams: Jesus will light the darksome way, and the soul shall need 
no candle of earth ; fresh breezes from glory shall drive away the death
dam ps, and the music of angels shall make the heart forgetful of all 
pains. How can the good old way lead into danger ? What can it 
conduct us to but the eternal rest? 

Reader, you have heard the wise advice which bids yon consider, and 
the co:nmeudation which directs you to prefer the older paths, yon have 
also been reminded that the way is good, and you have been urged to 
follow it and en•~oura!!ed by a promir;,e: what is your answer? Do not, 
we beseech yon, say, like Israel of old, "We will not walk therein"; but 
rather cry, '· Teach me lhy way, 0 Lord." 
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DURING the illness of Alfred W. Cockerton• another little sufferer 
lay in the so.me room, and at one time it we.R very rloobtful which 

little pilgrim would be the first to reach the end of life's chequered 
journey. Henry Dixon, or as he was familiarly called, Little l>icky, 
entered the Orphanage a fr11il, delicate child, whose beautifol features 
but too pie.inly indexed the nature of the disease be had inherited. As 
is the case with many of the boys admitted, the seeds of consumption 
had taken such deep root in his constitution that all the meanR which 
the skill and wisdom of the nurse and doctor could devise failed to 
eradicate the disease. Its progress was arrested, however, from time to 
time, and the hope was cherished during each period of convalescence 
that he would outgrow it. Alas, the hope was doomed to dis>1ppoint
ment, and the conviction gained strength that his days were numbered. 
At the time his companion died he felt 11ure his tum would shortly 
follow, and he said, " I think Cockerton will come out of the gate to 
meet me." It was a cheering hope that the fellow-sufferers here should 
greet each other in the home beyond. After a brief separation of nine 
months they are now reunited, and their voices blend in that ascrip
tion of praise which is at once the highest worship and the noblest 

. service of the redeemed in heaven. 
Visiting him shortly before his death I said to him, "Well, Dicky, 

you will 6oon be home now, for you have 'Loved Jerns and lived for 
heaven.'" There was an indescribable beauty in the smile which mantled 
his cheeks as he confirmed by a gentle nod the hope suggested, and 
repeated in a whisper, scarcely audible, a verse of which he was very 
fond:-

" Jesus is my Shepherd, 
Wiping every tear; 

Folded in his bosom, 
What have I to fear?'' 

His fearlessness in prospect of death was not that of the Stoic, 
hardened against natural feeling, or the excited hero thirsting for fame; 
it was born of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour anrl the 
assurance of his safety in him. Speaking of Jesus he said to Miss l\I-, 
as she sat one evening like a ministering angel by hi~ bed:;ide, "He 
had such a hold of me just now! He seems to hold me so tight
double-handed !" When asked what he meant by double-handed he 
repl-ied, ·" Like Bobby does when he carries us off in our games. I keep 
?n feeling Tie holds me. He doesn't go away !" Bearing such a scene 
m mind we read with new emphaRis the gracious words, " I will hold 
t~ee with my right band," and sing as the language of a true expe
r1ence,-

" Safe in the arms of Jesu~, 
Safe on his gentle breast; 

There by his love o'ershadowed, 
Sweetly my soul shall rest." 

,. ~ee No. 1, Stockwell Orph,mage Tracts," LoYe Jesus and LiYe for Heaven," 
admuably adapted for enclosing in lette1·s. 
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There is a snblimHy in the artleee confidence of a child whose peace ie 
not disturbed by unbelieving fears, and whose trust is not shaken by 
the questionings of doubt. To " become as a little child " ie one of the 
highest atleinmt'nte in Christian experience, and it is the childlike 
"J?irit which makes the heroes of faith. Many a timid Christian, 
d11,tre1,sed by doubts, would feel as little Dicky did, "He holdr me 
double bended," if the simplicity of a child's faith were more earnestly 
cnlti vated. 

To tbe assurance of faith there was added in the experience of this 
youthful disciple, "joy and peace in believing." Happiness was the 
certain sequence of unquestioning faith. "I am so happy,'' he eeid, 
" I long to go home. My heart keeps singing," and then he added the 
touching question, "When do yon think I shall go to Jesus?" Such 
was his rapture that he said, on another occasion, "I feel so happy, as 
if I must get up and run about for joy; only I can't. I must laugh, 
though I am in pain. I have such joy ; oh, I wish I had my voice, how 
I would talk of this ! I keep singing inside!" Those who saw the 
dear child felt the reality of his testimony, and that he simply expressed 
the experience of which he was conscious. There was no affectation ; all 
was real. 

As time wore on, and he ln1ew the end was not far distant, he not 
only had bright glimpses of heaven, but sweet foretastes of its joy. "I 
seemed to see my mother and Cockerton," he said, "waiting at the gate 
of heaven for me; I have seen Jesus; it is lovely. The angels dance 
for joy. I heard the harps and trumpets. I think I am there; 'tis so 
beautiful!" If there is something delightful in the calm sunset of an 
aged saint, there seems to be an added glory in the case of a little child 
whose sun goes down ere yet it is noon. 

The medical officer, who was unremitting in his attention, was greatly 
interested in little Dicky, and frequently addressed him as "My poor 
little boy." One day Dicky said to Miss M., "If the doctor comes and 
says, 'My poor little boy,' I shall tell him I am not a poor little boy : I 
am rich. I will tell him I am so happy, going to Jesus." The doctor 
was so impressed when Dicky carried out hie resolution, that he wrotei 
to Mr. Spurgeon the following letter:'" I cannot forbear telling yon of 
the interview I had to-day with Dixon, who is dying of consumption, 
and following Cockerton. Looking at his wasted face and limbs, I 
patted his cheek and said, • Poor little man !' He motioned to me to 
bend my head, and he whispered these words, ' Doctor, I am not a poor 
little boy. I am a very happy one, and am going home, and I think I 
have seen Cockerton !" "It may comfort you,'' adds the doctor, "to hear 
thet a child of ten years has such a vivid perception of the life to come." 
The doctor says that such an expression of fearlessness and hope from a 
child was unequalled by anything he had witnessed during a long and 
extensive practice. He writes in the medical report book, "I see many 
upon their death-beds, but few with such fine perceptions." 

We have spoken of little Dicky's assurance, happiness, and hope ; but 
this is not all, hi6 conscious enjoyment of fellowship with the Saviour 
was ve..·y apparent, and often exprelised. After Miss M. had readjusted 
his pillows, with that rare art which is natural to a skilful nurse, and 
administered a little refreshment, he said, as he lay so cosily, '' Now, I 
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nm going to have a little talk with Jesus." On another occasion he 
whispered, as well as he could, a verse of his favourite hymn-

" ,Jesus loveR me, loves me still, 
Though I'm very weBk and ill, 
From his shining throne on high 
Cornea to see me where I lie." 

"When that verse comes into my heart," he said, " the word~ ke8p 
singing there; they don't go away. Yon know I can't sing them with 
my lips; only inside. I seem to see Jesus." 

On New Year's Day he was ,ery happy, though his weakness had in
creased and his pain was very distw1sing. He Raid, "I keep on talking 
to Jesus. I have just asked him to keep me trusting in him." The 
following day he exclaimed, "I am perfectly happy, though I am 
weary;" and on the third day of the year he looked up very wistfully, 
and said, " I shall soon go now; I feel I shall. I am very happy ! '' 

With a.11 his longing to depart, however, there was no impatienc~, 
and when his pain was at its worst not a murmur escaped his lips. 
Never was grace more signally demonstrated than in the perfect re
signation of this little sufferer. On the 5th of J annary he said, " I 
shall be so glad when this is all over. I am full of pain." After 
Miss M. had prayed with him, before seeking the rest she so much 
needed, he looked up, and, with a grateful smile, whispered very 
sweetly, " I feel better, now; that has done me good." Dear child'. 
as his sufferings abounded, the consolations of J esns abounded more 
and more; as his weakness increased, the joy of the Lord became his 
strength; and as the shadows gathered darkly about his bed the light 
of the Redeemer's countenance dispelled the gloom, and lit up his path
way to the skies. Oh ! how good God is ! He not only stayeth his 
rough wind in the day of his east wind, bot becomes himself a covert 
from the storm I With every trial he sends sustaining grace and con
solation, and suffers none of bis little ones to perish. 

Almost the last words little Dicky uttered were, " I am full of pain, 
but quite happy." The sceptic may dismiss this enigma,-'' full of pain, 
but quite happy"-as incapable of solution; and the worldling may 
treat the para<lox as the delusion of delirium; but those who have had 
any experience of the divine life in the soul will at once accredit the 
testimony as no uncommon experience to the child of God. The pro
phet Habakkuk, in depicting the most desolate scene that was ever con
ceived, uttered the resolution that, should his dread conception become 
an actual experience, he would still "rejoice in the Lord"; and the 
apostle Paul, whose ministry was a martyrdom, exclaimed, " I am 
exceeding joyful in all our tribulation." Even the Saviour, who was 
"a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," never missed the solace 
of a divine joy. When the cross of Calvary flung a darker shadow 
upon his path than the gloomy olives of Gethsemane, be still had light 
within. In bis closing address to his disciples, just before he took the 
cup, whose bitterness he so well foreknew, he said, "These things ha,-e 
I spoken unto you that MY JOY might remain in you and Lhat YOl'"R 

JOY might be full." We thus see that the joy of the Christian is not 
contingent upon freedom from pain and tribulation ; it springs from 
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the knowledge of what God is to u11, our conscious fellowship with 
Jesus, end the a111mrance that " our light afflictions, which are but for 
R moment, nre not wort.hy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revenled." When the chamber of suffering is the vestibule of 
heaven, sickness and pain ere tr1msfigured, and the weakness of the 
fle~h only increeses the !!lory of divine grace. 

As his end approached, little Dicky's pains increased, but his confl
denct> was unshaken, and his peace wee unbroken. All throu~h the 
night the hours wore wearily away, and ere the morning dawned it was 
evident the last struggle would soon be over. That strange lenguor 
which steals over the wearied frame of the dying seemed to rob him of 
the little strength he had. When the watchers by his bed, weg,ry but 
wnkeful with loving anxiety, saw the grey dawn of that wintry morning, 
to the eye of faith another day was breaking. Soon after the activities 
of the day had commenced, when the year was just a week old, the 
little sufferer heaved a gentle sigh, and was kissed to rest. As we 
looked upon his marble features, beautiful in death, and thought upon 
the grnce which had been displayed in his sanctification; as we gazed 
np,m the wasted form which had been a temple of holy suffering, and 
trier! to realize the glory of the beatific vision which had met the dear 
child's waking sight, our grief and our gladness mingled in one com
mon emotion, and found expression in the language which has al ways 
had a soothing ministry for the bereaved-" So he giveth his beloved 
sleep." V. J. CHARLESWORTH. 

iftrmtl i unisl,mtnt 

DO ,on believe the Bible? Then, depend upon it, ltell is eternal. H 
i:nust be eternal, or words have no meaning at all. For ever and 

cnr- cverlaRting-unquenchable-never-dying-all the~e are ex
pre~sions med about bell, and expressions that cannot be explained away. 
Ji rnu,t he eternal, or the very fouudations of heaven nre ca8t down. 
If 11,-ll has an end heaven has an end too. They both stand or fall to
gtLher. It must 'be eternal, or else every doctrine of tbe gospel is 
unciermineil. If a man may escape bell at length without faith in Christ, 
or Eanetification of the Spirit, sin is no lonirer an infinite evil, and the~e 
v.as no sud1 rreat need for Christ making an atonement. And where 1s 

tl1ere warrant for saying that bell can ever change a heart., or make it 
fit for lwaven? It must be eternal, or hell would cease to be hell 
alto~ether. Gi\"e a man hope, and he will bear anything. Grant a 
L<,pe of deli\"erance, however distant, and hell is but a drop of water. 
Ali, theRe are solemn things l Well said old Caryl: "Fon EVER is the 
mc,st sulemn saying in the Bible." Alas for that day which will have 
no to-morrow,-that day when men shall seek death and not find it, 
and ~ball desire to die, but death shall flee from them ! Who shall 
d we] 1 with devouring fire ? Who shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 
(Rev. ix. G; Isa. xxxiii. 14).-J. C. Ryle. 
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$, jun~tt!l ~Jttrna.an in iol~tn ~nnt. 
BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

SOME time ago we received a notification from Mr. W. J. Orsman, 
of the Golden Lane Mission, to the effect that he had invited l'lome 

forty or fifty married couples to meet in an npper room at head
quarters to drink tea together on the succeeding Sunday. As the guests 
were to hear something which might be profitable to them, and a" free 
speech all round would be allowed, the opportunity to attend was gladly 
embraced in the hope that some new phases of London lil'e would be 
revealed. 

We were requested to meet at three o'clock ; but as the experiment 
was a novelty, many of the couples manifested a shyness not uncommon 
with persons in a higher station of life when new things are on their 
trial. Instead of going straight upstairs they loitered about the lower 
rooms, conversing meanwhile in an under-tone, perhaps speculating as 
to the nature of the meeting. To this cause of natural modesty must 
be attributed our loss of nearly half-an-hour. It will be borne in mind 
that the majority of those who were invited were converted persons, 
and their general appearance and dress bespoke a fair share of the 
prosperity which follows thrift and sobriety. 

The proceedings opened with singing and prayer, after which Mr. 
Orsman said something about the duties of husbands and wives from 
the Christian point of view, and though after a week ot' hard manual 
labour Sunday afternoon ifl a drowsy time, the audience were wide 
awake, appearing to be even eagerly interested in what was spoken. 
The reason was that the host's remarks went ·straight home. to each 
hearer's heart. The younger wives especially appeared glad to find 
that their difficulties were known, and that the crosses aud monofonous 
toil of their daily life excited sympathy. 

A young wife's perplexities are increased when her husband remains 
unenlightened, and the same is the case 1vith the converted husband. 
A certain man living not far awsy from where we were a~sembled was 
the secretary of a Sunday shooting club, but after attending some of 
Mr. Orsman's services at the Foresters' Hall he relinquished his office 
and sold his gun, to the amazement and chagrin of his faster comrade,. 
His wife, who also attended at the hall, became quite a changed charac
ter; but the man remain~d stationary. The sceptics of his workshop 
-the men who supplant faith by a levelling code of politics-jeered, 
joked, and raised their fools' laugh until the quondam secretary began 
to feel that he had begun to build without first sitting down to count 
the cost. He ceased to attend Mr. Orsman's ministry regularl_y as 
formerly; though not wishing to return to the shooting clnb,_he offered 
to stay at home so that his wife might attend the meetings. Tins case w~s 
remarkable in more ways than one. In the person of the woman 1t 
strangely illustrated the subduing power of the gospel: s_h~ was naturally 
self-willed, passionate, and impetuous, and when the v1S1tors presumed 
first to call on her she drove them away as intruders, for whom she euter
tai_ned no feeling but contempt. The man was the :everse of all _thi~; 
bemg of a mild disposition, and of that accommodatmg temper which 1;; 

always ready to hear two sides of a question. Yet one was taken, and 
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the other-the mo~t likely subject-was left. This shows that jeers and 
ridicule are powerful hindrRnces to "man who is not really changed, 
lmt wh0 is halting between two opinions. 

The question for the wives present was, In what degree are Christian 
people indebted to their mothers ? A similar question was once asked 
in a company of ministers, when a hundred immediately rose to attribute 
their conversion to their mothers' instrumentality. 

The wife of a physician who was present read the opening verses of 
1 Peter iii., and remarked that little could be added to the apostle's 
,vords. Carry them out, and they would all be good wives. She re
minded her sisters how frequently the names of bad men in the Old 
Testament were coupled with their mothers-" and his mother's name 
was -." They had every encouragement to persevere in seeking the 
welfare of those dearest to them. A woman who had prayed for her 
husband for a quarter of a century was tempted to give up; but in
stead of doing so she took another woman into her confidence, who also 
had an unbelieving husband, and ere long the petitions of both of them 
were granted. 

After the physician's wife had finished, a shrewd-looking young man 
rose and said that he and his wife were convf:\rted at the Subday-school, 
and since then all things had gone smoothly with them. He wished to 
warn them against the danger of being ashamed of their profession 
when living with a partner in life who did not see as they did. Indeed, 
this low-minded "shP.IIle" seemed to be a tender point all through; 
and with the poor, who are not even fortified with education or philo
sophy, we can easily see how sore a cross the thing may be, until they 
become complete conquerors by the grace of God. We were glad to 
know that the speaker himself was a fine example of freedom from this 
servil~ slavery. About a couple of hours later he might have been 
heard conducting an open-air service at the corner of Wilderness Row, 
and his quiet, earnest, straightforward mode of speech showed that he 
felt the troths he handled. 

But people may be coaxed as well as shamed out of their religion. 
Mr. Orsman related the case of a girl who, while in .an anxious state 
abont eternal things, was spoken to by her mother, and with the promise 
that she should go to a ball recei,ed a new dress worth £20. Soon 
after the girl ley upon her death-bed, and after requesting her mother 
to fetch the late costly present, and to hang it upon the foot-board, she 
exclaimed, "That's the price of my soul!'' The crisis came without 
being turned to advantage-the tide in her soul's fortune was not taken 
at the flood. Thus mothers have almost unlimited power over their 
daughters either for good or evil. 

A young man now stood up to say that he had been converted eighteen 
months before his wife, and had been guilty of feeling all the reserve and 
shyness to which others had referred. After the difficulties were over
come, he found that his wife thought her husband had behaved in a 
very silly manner. There is nothing new in all this ; a similar t.hing 
has happened a thousand times : in the eyes even of unconverted women 
manliness is compromised by concealing and not by acknowledging the 
work of grace. 

'\re now had proof of the sustaining power of Christianity as it 
affects tlie poor in their looked-for seasons of trial. The speaker as he 
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stood up in our midst dressed in his "Sunday's best,'' with his wife by 
his side, looked like a prosperous street trader or warehouseman, and 
his testimony \VOFI thnt he had acted discreetly from the first. Ile was 
converted in the days of his single life; and when the change occurred 
he at once decided that no one save a woman of kindred sentiments 
should share his lot in the world. Now, what had he gained by this? 
No one who listened to his chnracteristic, but still graphic description 
of hard times, as he sometimes experienced their pressure, could fail to 
see Lhat the gospel becomes a bank of strength to the tried artisan who 
can draw upon its supplies. If we could but have seen him, he said, 
when he was oat of work for six weeks, out oa the streets, going this 
way and that way, still unsuccessful, and still asking, " Lord, which 
way shall I go ?" we shonld have seen .that a Christian wife with her 
cheering words was then worth more than all the world beside to him, 
for her faith always kept ahead of his own, and did not go unrewarded. 
The lesson taught by this young man's experience was, that poor Chris
tians in their worldly difficulties have a constant resource in prayer, 
which in the end will be sure to bring deliverance. 

The next speaker was a more sorrowful subject, being a poor woman 
clothed in the garb of poverty, and truly of a sad countenance. She 
was a Christian; and as such, was one of that heroic band still found in 
London, whose life is a daily conflict, and who are living evidences of 
the supernatural power of divine grace. "Thank God, I'm here," she 
said in a rather broken voice, and with tears filling her eyes. Her 
husband, it transpired, was a low-minded man who did all ic his power 
to show his dislike of religion, and to debase the minds of his children 
by giving them drink, etc. This man endeavoured to hinder his wife 
from attending our afternoon gathering, and yielded at last in a very 
ungracious mood. The evangelist in London will frequently meet with 
cases like this. Perhaps the man may be an infidel, a frequenter of 
some out-of-the-way "hall of science"; and if so the believing wife will 
find to her cost that there is nothing so illiberal as the vaunted Ii her
ality of free thought; nothing among the sects so exclusively intolerant 
as the sham freedom of infidelity. 

The words of the sad-hearted woman called forth sympathy, and 
awakened many pensive thoughts in the minds of some who were 
present. At any rate no one else could tell of sorrows like hers. A more 
cheerful tone was restored, however, when a young man who called 
himself" A young husband" rose to offer a few remarks. He referred 
to the days of his youth when he was converted, when he and his 
present wife took their walks together. In th0se happy times 
they had their "partin' spot "-they all knew what '' a partin' spot 
was"; and he did not go on long before he found out what his girl's 
~ympathies were. She turned out to be a Christian ; as Christians t.hey 
were married, and the speaker bore testimony to the mutual help they 
were to one another. " I may be out of work some day, old lady," he 
has said to her, when the ready answer has come,'' Well, never mincl, I 
must turn out and work too." Because they were united by this bond 
of sympathy he declared they were as happy as the days wer~ long. 

Some conversation ensued with regard to the management of children 
on the Sabbath-day, and over-strictness was tleprecated as being likel_y to 
defeat its own purpose, A lady mentioned a household where they had 
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e 8nn1foy cnpboerd, WPek-day thingB being all put away on 8Bturday 
afrernoon. The 811ndRy cupboard being filled with all kinds of novel
tiPs the dRy WR!! hailed as the happiest of the week; but as eur.h a 
co1<t.ly TPf!lllRtion conld not be tried by costers, artisans, and labourers 
Jit.t.lc fruit would be borne by that part of the discussion. Wit]~ 
children par!'nti; mmt exercise their own discretion, remembering that 8 
child rnmit E<till be tN>ated as a child if they would fully carry out the 
Fpirit of the ,zospel. There is something manifestly wrong when a child 
is on!'ei;y or E<hy in the presence of its natural guardians. 

A ft:Rr our discussion was over tea wns served, after which the evening 
i;cr¥ice was held et the Foresters' hall in Wilderness-row. At the H111l 
of Sci!'nce, in Old-street, hard by, the devotees of Atheism and Secu
larii;m crowded the doorway, end represented an evil which society may 
well stand in dread of if it be not counteracted by the efforts of a work
ing church, like that set up in Golden-lane. As a friend of the Earl 
of Shefteshnry, and as a member of M:r. Spurgeon's church, Mr. Orsman 
bes shown himself to be a very snccessful aggressor on what at first 
seemed like a very barren, unpromising spot. It would scarcely be too 
mnch to 1<ey that costerdom throughout London has benefited by the 
united efforts of this voluntary evangelist, and those of the good earl, 
who is always happy to be foremost in any work which blesses the poor. 

In !!eoeral Mr. Orsman's mission proceeds satisfactorily, although 
the receipts have been diminished in consequence of the tide of sub
scriptions having been diverted towards those who have suffered by dis
aster on the road, on the river, or while engaged in their daily labour. 
Concerning giving discreetly to so-called missions, Mr. Orsman says :-

" We wish it were possible to impress upon the charitable before 
gi¥ing to mii:sions to ask three questions-I. Is the leader of the 
mission a member of a Christian church, and therefore amenable to 
discipline? 2. Is he (or she) dependent on the funds of the mis1ion; 
and to what extent? 3. Has he (or she) a committee? and are all 
donations, etc., dnly acknowledged and ultimately published, with a full 
statement of accounts end a balance sheet ? The above are safeguards 
which if acted upon would soon put a stop to the painful revelations 
which from time to time have appeared in the public press. We fear 
that not many g-ood people are aware that any religions charlatan can 
evade the penalties of the law if he gives no acknowledgment of his 
receipts and expenditure. We have observed that such persons have no 
compunction in getting into every local tradesman's debt, and at the 
same time giving but a minimum of relief to the poor out of the 
maximum of charity received. And yet these people, by methods above 
described, receive more donations than many a deserving, hardworking 
charity." 

Of the aggressive 'work generally it is said:-'' For the last twenty 
years we have been 'storming the fort,' while not forgetful of the 
apostolic injunction to 'hold fast.' In our aggressive evangelistic work 
we have us1-d every lawful means to win the hearts of men and women 
to the Lord. Frequent open-air singing services, house to house visi
tation, cottage meetings, tract distribution, special services in the 
Foreste1·s' H1dl and the Variety Theatre. The latter place was engaged 
in May last, owing to some structural alteralions of the Foresters' 
Hall." 
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Wo attended nt the Variety Theatre on a Saturday evening, and 
ngnin on the Sunday, when Mr. Oniman's first special service wall held, 
And nt tho time wrote descriptions of the two scenes, which were 
in~erterl in a weekly journal, e.,rt. :-

" Pitfield Street, though crowded, iR not so impassable as its neigh
bour over against the "Lane;" and ns the scene without is ~ery Rimilar, 
we will continue oar study of the people wjthin doors. The Variety 
Theatre is in this thoroughfare; and, as that establishment has bem 
hired for a succession of Sunday services, we are tempted to accept the 
landlord's invitation to view his house from behind the scenes on a 
Saturday night. The place is, of course, a minor theatre, one of which 
thousands of pleasure-seekers have never even heard; but when in its 
excessively heated atmosphere, from a ijide position on the stage we view 
the audience, the faces of 2,500 persons, all supposed to be intensely 
enjoying ihemselvee, meet our gaze. The building is a comparatively 
small one: nevertheless, with gallery above gallery, all possible space is 
utilized. The room is literally packed from floor to ceiling in a way we 
never before saw paralleled. What there is to enjoy, beyond the stifling 
beat and the effluvia-not from Rimmel's scent-bottles-the multitude 
appreciate most enthusiastically; cat-calling and whistling in chorus on 
the part of hobbledehoys and great girls being apparently a part of the 
general entertainment. The actors are chiefly little children, in dazzling 
costume, with bare arms and legs, who keep up a sort of tournament 
with velocipedes. Now they run round and round the stage. Now one 
will w heei a barrow as well as propel his horse, or he will perform a 
number of manreuvres on a drawing-room table. It was, however, when 
a breakdown occurred, whether purposely contrived or otherwise, that 
the applause became most vehement. To this must be added a song or 
two of the music-hall type, humorous, and having reference to current 
events, sung by a gentleman in fall evening dress, who can earn as 
much in a week as thousands of hard-working preachers receive in six 
mon the. Invitation cards to the Sabbath service were distributed 
to this miscellaneous throng on their leaving the house between eleven 
and twelve o'clock. 

" On Sunday evening, the weather being somewhat windy and showery, 
the rain interfered with the singing service, arranged to take place in the 
open-air, which was designed for the purpose of more widely distributing 
the invitations. Still, a crowd was attracted; then came a downpour 
of rain, and some, to escape a wetting, took refuge in a tavern hard 
by, which, like a net designed to catch stray fish, did not miss its spoil. 
On entering the theatre one is struck by the contrast to the scene of the 
preceding night. The paint and the tinsel now appear simply what 
they are; no coloured limelight invests the stage with a deceptive glare; 
and, though smoking is always 'strictly prohibited,' the atmosphere is 
still of a decidedly tap-room flavour. There are no signs that the 
house will be crowded as on the night before, bat fifteen or sixteen 
hundred came, and probably hundreds more would have appeared had 
the weather been more favourable. The service commenced bv the 
singing of • Hold the Fort,' or, as Mr. Orsruan suggested, they s·hould 
sing, ' Storm the Fort.' He remarked that the theatre was a singular 
place for them to be in, but it was a thing to be grateful for, when the 
Lord's work could be done there a, well as in a cathedral. They wished 
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to ' Btorm ' the fort, becan!le, RB Wellington once said, a line of defence 
was of no worth, unlei,s it was also a line of attnck. The portion of 
Scripture reed was Luke xv., end the sermon wes founded on the words 
in the p&rable, ' And when he came to himself.' Mr. Orsman referred 
to I.he general subject of madness, and by a few graphic touches he 
~ucceeded in bringing home this part of the lesson to the understanding 
of his bearers." 

The medical inspector thus speaks of the sanitary condition of the 
<listrict :-" Population, 13,398 ; births, 388; deaths, 285, of which 
number 60.3 per cent. were under five years of age. This death rate 
docs not include the aged who die in the workhouse and infirmary and 
the sick who <lie in the neighbouring hospitals. On the whole, how
c'l'er, the death rate is 'l'ery favourable for so poor a district. During 
the past year 550 unhealthy houses have been closed or pulled down. 
As regards the cases of infectious diseaEe, it is to be deplored that a 
desire exists to conceal the knowleclge of it from the sanitary authori
tieE, even in the rooms where no means of isolntion occur, and other 
members of the family continue to dwell by the side of the disease
stricken person. No woncler that infection spreads under such circum
stances. As an instance of the clanger people unknowingly run of 
contracting infectious disease : a tailor was found making up trousers 
for a city establishment in a room containing four of his children ill 
with scarlet fever. He at first refused to allow anything to be done, 
and it was only under threat of communicating to his employers that 
he consented to his children being removed to the fever asylum and 
disinfection being performed. The Eame danger exists where linen is 
washed and ironed in the rooms occupied by the sick.'' 

A correspondent of The Times in relating the following incident 
bears a valnable testimony to the good influence exercised by the 
mission:-" Having occasion t,o pass through Whitecross-street on 
Thursday e'l"ening, my attention was attracted to some fine turnips on 
a caster's barrow. Retaining my boyish fondness for a raw turnip, I at 
once selected one, imd, putting my hand into my pocket, paid, as I 
thought, two halfpence, the price charged. I had scarcely advanced a 
hundred yards, when a tap on my shoulder caused me to halt; and lo I 
the woman from whom I had made my last purchase accosted me. 
• Y1hat did yon give me ?' she said. I told her as above, when she 
opened her hand and displayed two bright shilling1,1, which I had given 
her by mistake, and which she now returned. Thanking the woman 
for her honesty, I rectified the matter, reflecting on my way home that 
the labours of Lord Shaftesbury and bis worthy coadjutors among the 
costermongers could not have been spent in vain; for the cleanliness, 
ci'l'ility, and 'honour bright' of these small tradera are very evident to 
those who knew the locality ten years ago." 

The present is a bard time iu the district., and we hope to see Mr. 
Orsman·s bands strengthened by those able to help, and who are in
terested in his work. The dinners for ragged, famishing children must 
be provided; and the soup kitchen. must be maintaia.ed in efficient 
working 0rder, for the sake of the sick and aged. On Christmas 
mornin6 more than a hundred deserving children received their 
usual gift of clothe8, aa.d dinner afterwards. W c are sorry to see 
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that in consequence of thrJ bnd state of trade the clnbs associated with 
the mission station are feeling the strain; and especially is thiR the case 
with the Emily Fund, which grants small loans to poor women who trade 
in the streets. On the other hand, the manager of the British Workman 
reports a fair business. Besides taking a hundred temperance pledges 
he has sold 22,000 cups of tea and coffee; 4,100 bottles of lemonade 
and ginger beer; 10,000 slices of bread-and-butter, and 2,500 lbs. of 
cairn. The district is far from being the plague-spot it was when Mr. 
Orsman commenced to work among the people, and this can readily 
be seen by anyone who likes to attend one of the Sabbath services in the 
Foresters' Hall.* 

lgt ~.a.&t of ivrist. 
BY J. OLARK, OF NOVA SCOTIA; LATE OF THE PASTORS' COI,LEGE. 

0 J esug ! Saviour ! Lord of all, 
Around, beneath, above I 

How deep, how strong, how marvellous 
Is thine unchanging love ! 

The love of men, and angels, too, 
Compared with thine, is poor; 

Thy love to me is wonderful, 
And lasts for evermore. 

Though earth's possessions pass away, 
Why should my heart repine ? 

Have I not treasures vast enough, 
Whilst thou, blest Lord, art mine ? 

Should friends an<l kindred fail and die, 
And leave me-sad and lone, 

Thon wilt not leave me comfortless, 
My Saviour, all mine own. 

At home, abroad, by night, by day, 
Thine arms are round me cast ; 

And thine almighty hands of love 
Will ever l10ld me fast. 

Thy presence is my best defence 
Against all forms of ill; 

And though thou art so near, I long 
To have thee nearer still. 

The thought of thine untiring love 
Brings joy and strength to me; 

Oh! 'tis the utmost height of bliss 
To be beloved of thee. 

M.v very soul is glad e'en now 
Through th_v redeem inp: grace; 

But, oh ! what raptures shall I feel 
When I behold thy face! 

• Mr. OrHman's Address is l\Iilton House, Shacklewell Green, London. E. 
!) 
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~'.on.c1mformit,i in ~.orfolk an~ juft'ilm.· 
NONCONFORMIS'I' history is generally put down as dry reading• 

and we do not think that Mr. Browne's addition to our store~ 
will remove the popular impression. In sRying this we do not suggest 
that the author has not industriously investigated his subject, or that 
he has not made a valuable contribution to historical literature ; but 
we are snre that his book is not one which will fascinate the general 
reader. The quotations from old books and antique documents are too 
numerous and too long to render the work easy reading to any save· 
those determined students who are most happy when pursuing know
ledge under difficulties. 

Had Mr. Browne written less reverentially, he might have saved a 
conside::-able expenditure in printer's ink, and he would have promoted 
the comfort of his readers by not encumbering his style with endless 
repetitions. The pages are some of them studded with "the Rev.," 
until the mind is nauseated, and the reader is disposed to wish that 
no such term of respect had ever been invented. Take as an example 
the ordination of Mr. Cresswell at Ipswich, in 1829: "The Rev. 
I. Sloper, of Ipswich, read the Scriptures and prayed; the Rev. 
A. Bromily, of Needham Market, prayed; the Rev. W. Ward, of Stow 
Market, delivered the introductory discourse, and asked the usual 
questions ; the Rev. J. M. Ray, of Sudbury, offered the ordination 
prayer ; the Rev. R. Philip, of Kingsland, delivered the charge from 
Heb. xiii. 17; the Rev. W. Notcutt, of Ipswich, concluded by prayer; 
and in the evening the Rev. J. Herrick, of Colchester, preached to 
the people." It is a fortunate circumstance that our national his
torians are addicted to a plainer, if a less respectful style.t 

According to Mr. Browne, both Norfolk and Suffolk have for ages 
been characterised by a stout Protestantism. Quoting from Gilling
water, he tells ns that, " one of the .first sparks of the glorious Refor
mation of the church which has enlightened all Europe, as well as m1my 
other parts of the world, was struck at the small village of Stradbrook, 
in Suffolk ; for Dr. Grosthead, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, a divine 
of great courage, learning, and piety, and who was contemporary with 
Wycliffe, and assisted him in his writings against the reigning super
stitions and corruptions of the Romish chnrch, was a native of that 
parish." It is not trne that the celebrated Bishop of Lincoln was 
contemporary with Wycliffe; and thus it is hardly correct to say that 
he was one of Wycliffe's coadjutors. According to Lechler, Grosthead 
died in October, 1253, and Wycliffe was born in the following cen
tury. 

The people in the East of England took a conspicuous share in the 
Reformation, but because they conscientiously believed Mary to be 
the legitimate heir, they aided her accession to the throne. The penalty 
very soon exacted from many of the best people in the two counties 

• History of Congregationalism and Memorials of the Churches in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. By John Browne, B.A. London: Jarrold and Sons. 1877. 

t On (;uming to the Baptist churches of Norfolk and Suffolk, "Mr." is with 
a few excei,tions substituted for "the HeY." Space may have failed, or in com
parison with Congrc,gationalists, Baptists may be considered merely lay preachers. 
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WRB martyrdom. Perhaps the best remembered of t,he whole company 
of confessors was Dr. Rowland Taylor, vicar of Harlleigh, whose memory 
is kept alive among- the conntrv people by n. roughly-hewn m!lmorial 
stone on Aldham Common. One of Dr. Taylor's curates, Richard 
Yeom1m, also died at the stake a few weeks before Mary's decease. 

If Queen Elizabeth was II Protestant at all, she was a very half-hearted 
specimen, and she was ne much a persecutor as a reformer. Her majesty 
w11s partial to ritualistic end popish practices ; and bishops like Dr. 
Parkhurst, of Norwich, who were favourable to the early Puritans, 
were sure to provoke the displeasure of the court. Many of the queen's 
whims and fancies show a mean temper; she was jealous of others for 
possessing privileges she could not enjoy herself. It is well known how 
she hated the sight of a clergyman's wife and children, and declared 
that the pious founders of colleges and cathedrals never intended their 
bounty for women. She appears to have looked with disfavour upon 
her own sex, and to have acted accordingly. 

Elizabeth was an enemy of real Protestantism in its evangelical 
purity; had she been otherwise the Establishment would have been more 
thoroughly purged of its popery. In the estimation of such a woman, 
Bishop Parkhurst was a favourer of schismatics; for under his rule 
the Puritanism of the diocese of Norwich strengthened its roots. Mr. 
Browne reprints a MS. found in Dr. Williams's* library, entitled " The 
Order of the Prophesie at Norwich in anno 1575," which affords ns a 
glimpse of the religious life of those days. "It is judged meet by the 
brethren that the prophesie be kept every Monday in Christ Church, 
in Norwich, at nine o'clock in the morning till eleven (if there be 
speakers to fill that time) and not past, so that the first speaker exceed 
not three-quarters of an hour, and all the rest of the time be reserved 
to those brethren whom God shall move to speak of the same text, who 
are very earnestly desired to be very short, specially when they see 
divers others well able to speak after them.'' 

Dr. Edmund Freeke, who succeeded Parkhurst in the diocese of 
Norwich in 1575, was a bishop more after Elizabeth's heart, for such 
was his zeal against the Puritans that in 1582 the Justices of the Peace 
of Suffolk complained of his anti-Christian conduct to the Lords of the 
Council. They complained that " the painful pastors and ministers of 
the north, by what justice they know not, are now of late brought to the 
bar at every assize ; marshalled with the worst malefactors, indicted, 
arraigned, and condemned for matters as we presnme of very slender 
moment." The result was that the petty tyrant received a rebuff, very 
wholesome for the time, but soon forgotten. The prelate's chief oppo
nents were Robert Browne, the founder of lndependency, and his fol
lowers. For them he had no mercy, much less charity. The majority 

• In common with some other historians who invent grammatical rules for them
selves, Mr. Browne writes '' Dr. Williams' library." A writer in Tlie Times 
recently pointed out that in consequence of their ignorance of the possessive case 
and its variations, there are persons among us belonging to the tribes of Jones, 
James, etc., who do not always know how to write tbeir own names. l\Iore com
mon than these errors are some others. The majority both in speaking and writing 
give baptisti·y for baptistei·y; and one M.A. whose works have been received with 
soma favour, always ignores pencil and substitutes the painter's bri.sli when writing 
about art. 
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of Elizabeth's bishops looked well after the Establishment, but in a 
Christi1m Bense they were mere worriers of the sheep. Indeed, Mr. 
Browne quotes contemporary documents "all telling the same tRle, and 
altogether giving a distressing view of the fearful state to which the 
bi~hops had brought the country and the Church." Many of the best 
1mbjeets we1-e driven from the land, and we thoroughly endorse what 
Mr. Browne 1,ays of the much ex:tolled Elizabeth: "Her reign of forty
four years was one long, weary pilgrimage of sorrow and suffering for 
those who endeavoured to advance the principles of evangelical religion 
and 1.1eriptural reformation, and to resist the backward tendency towards 
ritna.lism and Romanism manifested by tt.e ruling hierarchy." 

From 1602 to 1Gl7 the see of Norwich was held by Dr. John Jegon, 
a miser and a zealons conformist. The worthy who next held the see 
occupied it only for one year; his name was Dr. John Overall, one of 
the trani;lators of the Authorized Version of the Bible, and the author 
of that part of the Church Catechism which relates to the sacraments. 
"On comparing the present catechism with that which was taught in 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, we find that the whole of the sacramental part 
has been added," remarks Mr. Browne. "This bishop is therefore 
responsible for all the ritualism, and incipient Roman.ism, which has 
been instilled into the minds of English boys and girls by that cate
chism for more than two hundred and fifty years; the fruits of which 
have been witnessed by succeeding generations, and by none more 
remarkably than by our own." 

The next biehop, Dr. Samuel Harsnet, 1619-28, appears to have 
been very heartily hated by the people. The people of Yarmouth insti
tuted divers suits against him in Chancery and in the Court of High 
Commission; while the citizens of Norwich denounced him to the Par
liament as one who was engaged in " putting down preaching ; setting 
up images; praying to the east, punishing the innocent," etc. He 
imprisoned Thomas Cayme, the pastor of the Baptists in Yarmouth; 
but through the intercession of the Lord Chief Justice, Cayme was soon 
after set at liberty. This, however, was not the end of the Baptists' 
troubles, for others of their leaders were subsequently committed to 
prison. Mr. Browne does not think the term Anabaptist is to be under
stood as being synonymous with Baptist; but we are not inclined to 
subscribe to his opinion-not even though Archbishop Whitgift 
remarks, " I desire you to be circumspect, and to understand that 
A.nabaptism, which usnally followeth the preaching of the gospel, is 
greatly to be found in the Church of England." 

Dr. Francis White, 1628-31, followed in the wake of his predeces
sors; but his successor, Dr. Richard Corbet, 1632-35, was more of a 
Merry Andrew than a persecutor. Dr. Matthew Wren, who came after 
Corbet, was a vassal of Land's, a thorough-going" Thorough" man, who 
would have Romaniaed the Church and enslaved the people under 
pritstcraft. He drove many a good Protestant out of the country, and 
helped to arouse the spirit which produced the civil wars. Dr. Richard 
Moutague, IG;JS-40, (lffended the Parliament by publishing an apology 
for Arwiniauisrn, calltd ".A. New Gag for an Old Goose"; and he 
would have Leen dealL with according to his deserts but for the uncon
stiLutional protectiun of the King. '' Frccke, Jegon, Harsnet, Corbet, 
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Wren, anrl Montague," says Mr. Browne, "form a sacceRsion ah011t 
ns unapoRtolical ns Cfln well be conceived. Paritans and BrowniRt8 
bot.h had felt the weight of their episcopal crosiers, anti thfl history f,t' 
their rnle is, from oar point of view, a story embellished with perse
cution. suspension, imprisonment, excommunication, banishment, and 
death." 

When the Civil War really hroke oat the reigning- bishop of Norwich 
wns the well known Dr. JoReph Hall, the nnthor of the celebrated 
"Contemplations." He might have been one of the best of the prelates, 
at all events he was so if we jnrlge him by the excellence of his literary 
remttins; but because those who had e-one before had sown the wind, it 
fell to the lot of Hall to reap the whirl wind-the natural fruits of others' 
follies. One of the most determined cries which 1ITeeted the ears of the 
Long Parliament, in its early dHys, from an ontrag~d populace, was 
that of '' No bishops!" H~ll not onl.Y had to surrender his seat in tee 
House of Lords, bnt he soon found himself a prisoner in the Tower; 
and when after some monthR he was released it waR only upon his finding 
very substantial bail. He lived to see the cathedral stripped of its orna
ments by a revolutionary crowd. This be called " Hard measure"; 
but it was the hard measure of those who nndertook to pay the debt due 
to former tyrants. • 

In the sixteenth century Yarmouth, famous for a very capacious 
parish church, was served by a vicar and a preacher electetl by the 
townspeople. The tithes were farmed by those who made large profits 
by the bargain. It is also said that" the Dean anrl Chapter frequently 
thwarted the corporation in carrying oat their plans; sometime!! the 
bishop would not license the man of their choice ; sometimes the 
preachers were suspended, or pat into the High Commission Court and 
removed; and at length the right of the town to appoint their preachers 
was called in question. Bat notwithstanding the opposition with which 
the corporation had to contenrl, they, in the main, secured their object, 
and were favoured with a ministry which, with some exceptions, proved 
a blessing." At the same time Ipswich had its succession of Puritan 
prea1·hers. 

Mr. Browne gives the history of each Nonconformist church in Norfolk 
and Suffolk; but, although the det11ils may be useful for reference, the 
passages which will interest the g-rneral reader are few and far between. 
One of these passages is from Foxe, the martyrologist, and refers to 
Hadleigh :-

" The town of Hadleigh wai- one of the first that received the word of 
God in all England, at the preaching of Master Thomas Bilaey, by 
whose industry the gospel of Christ had such graeious 1mcces~, and .took 
such root there, that a great number in that parish became exceedmgly 
well lt>arned in the Holy Scriptures, as well women as men, so that a 
man might have found amoni them many that 'had often read the whole 
Bible through, and that could have said a great part of Paul's epistles 
~y heart, and very well and readily have given a godly learned sentence 
m any matter of controversy. Their children and servants were also 
brought up and learned so diligently in the right knowledge of God's 
word, tlrnt the whole town ~eemed rather a university of the learned 
than a town of cloth-making or labouring people. Aud that most is to 
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he commended, for they were for the most part faithful followers of 
God's word in their living." 

Some interesting things also occurred in connection with the pastorate 
of Mr. Edwards of Tankard-street Meeting, Ipswich. In 1765 a couple 
of housebreakers, after being tried and sentenced to death,' attended 
the_ chapel in their fetters ; they were accompanied to the place of cxe
cntton by the pastor, and were supposed to be subjects of divine grace. 

The fol lowing relates to the daily life of Nonconformists during the 
eighteenth century : 

"The social life of dissenters in these two counties in the last century 
must have been somewhat monotonous. There were few of the amuse
ments which the young people of this generalion enjoy; there were no 
societies to claim their interest, or to engage their services; and we 
have sometimes wondered what they, and especially the ladies, did with 
themselves. Of course they had their domestic engagements, and 
visited the houses of the members of the congregation; but what were 
their amusements or alternative employments ? We have found three 
things which may throw some light on this subject. I. Some wrote 
diaries, in which they entered minutely into the workings of their minds 
a11.d hearts,-to a certain extent a very useful employment, but danger
ous, inasmuch as it was likely to encourage morbid feelings, and no 
doubt often did so. Many traces of this evil exist in the written ' ex
periences ' of the time, which still survive. II. Others wrote poetry, 
and sent it about among their friends. Miss Scott, of Norwich ; Miss 
Swetland, of W rentham ; and Miss Fletcher, of N. W alsham, were 
personal friends. Some of the poetry of the two former is found among 
the papers of the latter ; and this fancy was indulged to a considerable 
extent. III. Very long personal 'experiences' of a religious character 
were prepared and written out; texts and sermons almost every Sabbath 
were recorded and written; events happening in the religious world 
were noticed, and long extracts from books were made; all of which 
occupied time, and relieved somewhat the sameness of existence. Thus, 
though they lived a life far removed from dissipation, and generally free 
from strong excitement, they had their quiet pleasures and daily calm 
enjoyments, and, on the whole, were not worse Christians, or more 
thoughtless mothers, than those who occupy a similar position in our 
own altered circumstances." We should think not. Good Mr. Browne, 
if you bad said that they were far more stable Christians, more devout, 
more holy, and more rooted and grounded in the truth, your verdict 
would have been far nearer the fact. Amusements and perpetual visit
ing are the bane of modern Christianity, and to be deprived of them 
all at one blow would be no great loss to the bulk of the Lord's people. 

Mr. Browne's volume should have contained more matter of the 
character and quality of our last extract. In the British Museum 
the materials are abundant, and though industry and genius are 
required in those who would utilize the few grains which are to be 
sifted out of vast heaps of chaff, we see no reason why the work should 
not be done. 
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m,tr. ~ttdltft'n &ark at tgt ~abtrmtdt, 
®rpgnnugt, ttnb' iimsfl.omws: 

NO account of the Metropolitan Tabernacle institutions would be 
complete unless it contained some record of the various efforts 

put forth by Mr. E. H. Bartlett, and those associated with him. He is 
a worthy son of the esteemed sister who for so many years conducted 
the gignntic Sunday afternoon Bible-class in the Lecture Hall. The 
history of that class up to the time of Mrs. Bartlett's death, has been 
fully told in the memoir published by her son abont two years ngo, and 
also in various articles in this periodical.t As the object of this paper is 
to give a sketch of the various operations that are being carried on at 
the p1,isent time by her successor, we shall not in this place repeat the 
record of the marvellous tnanner in which the Lord's strength was made 
perfect in the weakness of our dear departed friend and fellow-helper ; 
but we shall take it for granted that our readers are already acquainted 
with Mrs. Bartlett's very wonderful life and work. Her departure bas 
left a great ~ap in the ranks of the Tabernacle host in many ways, but 
ber son's activities go far to retrieve the loss, and by other develop
ments of holy zeal the Lord supplies the need of his people. 

In February, 1856, Mrs. Bartlett was transferred from Dr. Steane's 
church to New Park-street, in order that she might be a member of the 
Christian community which her two sons were about to join. She did 
not for a time continue the active employment in which she had pre
viously engaged as a worker for Christ ; but her temporary retirement 
was only a preparation for future usefulness, and when, in the summer 
of 1859, she took for one afternoon the senior class in the Sunday
Bchool, which then comprised only three young women, she commenced 
a work which grew until she had an average attendance of between five 
and six hundred, a work which produced results which only eternity can 
fully reveal, a work which she only laid down when she was summoned 
from it to the presence of her Lord. Her son Edward, however, for 
nearly a year before he united with the church, had been a teacher in 
the school at the Mission Hall in connection with Park-street Chapel. 
He was afterwards appointed secretary, and then superintendent, and 
continued in the latter office till he succeeded to his mother's position. 
Daring that period the Tabernacle was built, and the Mission Hall 
having been left, the school met at Park-street Chapel, from which Mr. 
Spurgeon and the church had removed ; and on the sale of the building 
Mr. Bartlett once more" moved on," and began under new auspices at 
the Almshouses' schools. It was, therefore, "not a novice" to whom 
the important post of leader of 

THE SUNDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE-CLASS 

was committed, when in August, 1875, the honoured" mother in Israel" 
• In previoUB articles we ha Ye given outlines of the various org_linizations and 

enterprises carried on at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and we have 1t on onr heart 
to continue them, that other workers here and there may be encouraged, and perhaps 
instructed. 

t "Mrs. Bartlett and her Class, at the Metropolitan Tabe_rnacle." By her son, 
Edward H. Bartlett. With Preface by C. H. Spurgeon. Price ~s. 6d. Passmore 
-and Alabaster. 
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who for sixt.een years had WRtched over its ever--increMing usefulnese wa11 
ealled away to receive her reward. Two hundred members of the class 
r<ig-ned a request to her son to fill the vacant chair; be accepted the 
honour and the responsibility, and now that after three years and a half 
under his superintendence there is still a membership offive hundred 
with a very encour0ging attendance, it is but fair to assert our belief 
that to a great extent the mantle of the mother has fallen on the 
l'houlders of the son. Better than the mere meeting of large numbers 
week by week is the fact that the word spoken has been to many "the 
power of God nnto salvation." The class has always produced a goodly 
band of recruits for the army of the Lord, but :Mr. Bartlett, like most 
of the other recruitini;r sergeants of the King of kings, has found that 
many who enlist under the banner of the cross, and become in most 
respects good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and some who even engage 
actively in the warfare against the powers of evil, never "put on" the 
uniform of their great Captain by making a public scriptural profession 
of their devotion to him whose they are and whom Lhey serve. Still, 
many from the class have "pnt on Christ," and confessed that they were 
first induced to become followers of the Lamb by the addresses to which 
they listened in the Tabernacle Lecture Hall on Sunday afternoons ; 
while others have united themselves with v1:1rious Christian churches 
without mentioning the special agency which was blessed to their 
salvation. 

Several interesting instances of the manner in which the Holy Spirit 
has revealed Christ to various individuals have been communicated to 
ns, and while we refer to one or two of these our readers will readily 
understand that the most striking cases of conversion are often those 
which, for obvious reasons, cannot be mentioned in such a magazine as 
T!te Sword and the Trowel. From time to time young women have been 
brought to the class, and the gospel has reached their hearts, and then 
kind enquiries have elicited sad confessions of their former terrible fall 
from the paths of virtue, and their consequent difficulties in commencing 
a new and nobler life. In more than one instance, however, these ob
stacles have been happily overcome, sometimes through the help of friends 
and relatives who have forgiven the erring ones as they have themselves 
been forgiven by their Lord ; and in at least one case a soul has been 
snatched from destruction, notwithst.anding the stern refusal of an unre
lenting parent to receive into his house the child who had disgraced his 
name. Turning from these sorrowful, yet joyful experiences, to what, by 
comparison with them, may be termed ordinary conversions, we must 
mention a young lady who was brought up as a Roman Catholic, 
and went regularly to confession, but at the class was led to Jesus as 
her great High Priest and only Saviour, and has now been a consistent 
Christian for three years, although she has not united with any church. 
A young woman, who had been convinced of sin while listening to the 
preaching of one of the students of the College (Mi·. Soper) at Dunn's 
Institute, was turned ont of her home one Sunday because she refm;ed 
to promise that she would not go to the house of God to Reek after the 
peace which comes through believing. From Pight o'clock in the 
morning she wandered about, "seeking rest but finding none,'' till in 
tLe afLtrnc,on seeing others enter the Tabernacle gates she followed 
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them into the Lectare Hall, hearil words whereby she waa saved, and 
shortly afterwards joined t.he Tahernade church, of which she iR Ati ll a 
member, anhough now living at some diRtance from London. Another 
who had for many years nttended the claR8 during Mrs. RartMt's Ii fe
time, and who had cflused her many 1mxious moments and bitter tears, 
was brought to repentance and faith by an address from the words, 
"And the door was shut"; and she alRo is now a member orthe church. 
Thus does God in his own w11y and time, and Rnmetimes by one in
strumentH!ity and at other times by another, bring his banished ones 
to him~elf and his people. 

In addition to the Sunday afternoon meetings a Week-day Bibt~-class 
is conducted every Friday evenin~ from seven till eight o'clock. All 
who lead such classes will find a week-day gathering very uReful in 
keeping the young people together. In order that female memhen of 
the class may have an opportunity of obtaining the counsel of one of 
their own sex, this is presided over by our esteemed matronly friend 
Miss Wright. At the close Mr. Bartlett ag-ain takes the chair, and 
another hour is profitably spent in prayer and Biblical instruction. 

One of the most important outgrowths of the class is the Mothers' 
Meeting on Monday afternoons from two till four o'clock. This is under 
the able management of MisR I vimey, Mr. Bartlett's share of the work 
consisting of the reception of the poor peophi's pence, and the deli very 
of half-an-hour's address. The mothers pay in small sums weekly to
wards the purchase of useful articles for themselves and their familie3. 
They are allowed a reduction of one-sixth of the valne, which is met at 
the end of the year by a grant from one of the Tabernacle collections. 
The amount thus invested is ahout £30 a year. The number on the 
books at the present time is ninety-five, and the averae-e attendance is 
abo11t sixty. This labour of love has not been carried on without signs 
of divine approval, and many who are now members of the church 
gladly bear testimony that they received their first impressions at the 
mothers' meetings. 

Loan Tract Society.-Every Lord's Day about three hundrerl families 
are visited by a band of nineteen tract distributors connected with the 
class. Their visits have been productive of great good in many ways ; 
the word of life has been spoken to those who would not otherwise have 
heard it, many have been induced to attend the house of prayer or the 
mothers' meeting, and some have been led to the Saviour. Beyond 
this, it is of the utmost importance that Christians who attend dasses 
should have work to do for their Lord, or otherwise they miss the 
healthy exercise which is as nece,sary to the soul as spiritual food. 

C~tfeP.-house Mission.-Filty coffee-houses are visited by ladies, who 
leave The Sword and the Trowel monthly for the use of the cu~tomer:s, 
Most cheerina res11lts of this work have been witnessed, especially m 
the case of o~e coffee-house keeper who had lost his wife by the sinking 
of the" Princess Alice'' steamship. 

Miss I vimey, Mrs. Ashling, 1md Mrs. Manley go every Sunrlay after
noon to speak of Christ to the inmates of the Lambeth W orkhonse 
lntirma1-y, and their kind serviees are highly appreciated. 

Before concluding our notice of the Sunday afternoon class, mention 
should be made of the annual contributions of the members towards the 
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funds of the Pastors' College, and also of the share they had in the 
recent Bazaar fol' the Silver W eliding Testimonial. In Mrs. Bartlett's 
day the class raised Yery large sums for the College; as much as £100 
was ~m several oci:asions presented to the President as a half-yearly 
offermg: but durmg the last three years the amount contributed has 
been on a constantly decreasing scale, reaching only £48 4s. ld. last 
year, as against £74 in 1877, and considenbly over £100 in 1876. 
We believe, however, that at the last annual meeting the lowest point 
was reached, and that future totals will more nearly approximate to 
those of the past. On the whole, the decrease is not much to be de
plored, since in a very large measure it may be accounted for by the 
outflow of the generosity of the class to the purposes peculiar to 
itself, which have many of them been already named. In the aggregate 
a large snm is raised, and this is well, for no class should be without 
lessons in giving, or they will become .as injuriously affected thereby as 
if a man had his hand strapped down, or his fingers bound together. 
Working and giving are as much a part of holy education as praying 
and hearing. We confess that the words No COLLECTION do not excite 
in us the rapture which they appear to inspire in certain brethren. 
Wny no collection? Why should any religious work be maimed? We 
question if any religious enterprise gains by that policy one-tenth so 
much as it loses; at any rate, among associations connected with 
Christian churches, the full development of the Chrietly life demands 
consecration, and many means for its practical display. 

The cash paid in to the Treasurers of the Testimonial Fund in the 
name of the class amounted to £45 5s. 7d., aad the sales at the stalls 
belonging to the class realized £72 7s. 8d. Of this sum £10 was 
raised by the sale of a neat little text book prepared by Mr. Bartlett, con
sisting of passages of Scripture forming the following acrostic:
" Charles Haddon Spurgeon's Pastoral Silver Wedding of the Church 
-0f Christ meeting at the Metropolitan Tabernacle." The books can 
still be obtained of Mr. Bartlett, 56, New Street, Kennington Park 
Road, S.E., at twopence each. 

Having described those portions of Mr. Bartlett's labours which are 
connected lfith the class, the rest may be referred to under the head of 

WORK .AT THE ORPHANAGE AND ALMSHOUSES. 

On Snnday mornings, as a rule, about eighty of the boys of the 
Stockwell Orphanage attend the service at the Tabernacle, or at Wynne 
Road Chapel, Brixton, leaving one hundred and sixty '' at home.'' For 
these Mr. Bartlett has held a service ever since the opening of the 
institution, and be has found a most able helper, and at times an equally 
willing substitute, in the person of our good friend Mr. John Daniella, 
who is well known to our readers by the interesting reports of his visits 
to the foreign sailors in London, and by his descriptions of the Bible 
distributions in France and Spain, in connection with the Trinitarian 
Bible Society. It is impossible to say how many of the lads have been 
taught to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ at these Sunday morning 
services, but the fact 1.hat two of our orphans a1·e already ministers of 
tbe gospel, that some have died in faith, and that many are living 
unto the Lord, is enough to encourage these two brethren, and all 
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others, who seek to train our fatherless family for heaven, still to con
tinue their Christlike service. 

Sunday evening finds Mr. Bartlett in the npper room at the 
Almshouses conducting a Children's Service, from half-past six: till eight 
o'clock. This effort was commenced in 1868, and the average attend
ance from then until the present time has been over one hundred and fifty. 
After the children have been dismissed another service is held in the 
same place from a quarter-past eight to half-past nine, which is in
tended for the young men and maidens who have grown too old to 
condescend to mingle any longer with the "young 'uns," and who 
would be left to run wild unless a meeting was provided specially for 
them. About eeventy-fi,e are present on an average, and since the 
services began about fifty have professed to be converted and have 
joined the church at the Tabernacle, or have cast in their lot at some 
neighbouring place of worship. A cheering feature of the work iii 
the attendance of a number of young men and women who for
merly formed part of the congregation at the children's service, but 
have now become Christians and workers for the Master in the various 
ragged schools of the district. When the3 have finished their labours 
for the day they gather together at the spot which is dear to them by 
many hallowed associations, and having previously fed others they are 
in their turn provided with a spiritual supper ere they retire to theil.' 
homes to rest. 

THE POLICE MISSION. 

One of the latest results of the Almshouses Services has been the 
formation of a committee of fifteen young men whose object is to seek 
the spiritual welfare of the policemen in their neighbourhood. Four 
stations are included in the sphere of operations,-Kennington Lane, 
Kennington Road, Walworth Road, and Stone's End, Borongh, in each 
of which there are twenty-six men. These are all visited every week, 
either at their homes or at the stations, a weekly periodical is given to 
each of them, and as opportunities present themselves a word for J esns 
is spoken and earnest prayer offered, that those who are only too 
familiar with sin and the law may all of them become partakers of the 
blessings of the gospel of grace. The brethren go two and two as a 
rule, and by the kindness and courtesy of the superintendents of the 
division they are allowed free access to every part of the stations. 

The constant supervision of the various agencies described in this 
paper, entailing inter alia the preparation and delivery of no less than 
three hundred and twenty addressee in the course of twelve months, 
keeps Mr. Bartlett pretty fully employed ; and yet during the past year 
he was able to visit two hundred and sixteen absent members of the 
ch~rch, was appointed visitor to twenty-eight candidates for mem~er
sh1p, and in addition carried the word of life to very many of the sick, 
!he dying, and the poor, not only in the vicinity of the Tabernacl~, b~t 
JU all parts of the metropolis. Thus in various ways a useful life 1s 

spent in the service of the church. May the bare outline stimulate and 
encourage others to find or make a sphere for themselves for the love 
of the great Lord who hes bought them to himself with his blood. 
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lofutrtr .on H igt ~it .of JatJtrix.'t 
Addressing Eng]and, Cowper not,e :-

" Hast thou admitted with a blind, fond trust, 
THE LlE that burn'd thy fathers' bones to dust, 
That, first adjudged them heretics, then sent 
Their f:onls to hraven end cursed them as they went? 
THE LIE that Scripture strips uf its disguise, 
And execrates above all other lies, 
THE LIE that claps a lock on mercy's plan, 
And gives the key to yon infirm old man, 
Who, once enscon~ed in apostolic chair, 
Is deified 11nd sits omniscient there ; 
THE LIE that knows no kindred, owns no friend 
But him that makes its progress bis chief end ; 
That, having spilt much blood, makes that a boast, 
Abd canonizes him that sheds the most? 

Away with charity that soothes A LIE, 
.A.nd thrusts the trtlth with scorn end anger by I 
Shame on the candour and the gracious smile 
Bestowed on them that 1 ight the martyr's pile, 
While insolent disdain, in frowns express'd, 
Attends the tenets that endured that test I 
Grant them the rights of men,-and while they cease 
To vex the peace of others, grant them peace ; 
Bnt trusting bigots, whose false zeal has made 
Treachery their duty,-thou art self betrayed!" 

There has never been a more forcible description of the spirit and 
principles of popery than in this concise, sublime passage, which has 
been justly pronounced to be " the most vigorous in our language"; 
yet, strange to say, it was all bat unknown for nearly a century, and 
is not to be found in any editions of Cowper's " Poems," except those 
of recent date. It was first published as a foot note in Southey's 
"Memoirs" (1836), who assigned as the cause of its long suppression one 
that was utterly untrue, viz., " That it had appeared in the first edition 
(17b:2), and was wilhdrawn from the second on account of Cowper's 
becoming intimate with an amiable Roman Catholic family" (the Th rock· 
mortons). This mistake, adopted by all succeeding biographers, has 
inflicted a stain upon his character and memory entirely undeserved. 
An article in The Rock (Oct. 4) !lave, upon the best evidence from re
search into the poet's original letters, and the earliest editions of his 
worke, an ample refutation of this error,-proving beyond dispute that, 
though written and printed as part of hie fine poem entitled "Expostu
lation" while the rest was in progress, some scruples arose in his own 
mind as to their propriety, lest they should feed the lawless spirit which 
led to the disgraceful "No popery" riots of the previous yeHr, not 
then allayed. These fears he submitted to his friend John Newton, 
who agreed in wishing their suppression at that time. Cowper accord
ingly wrote twenty-four new Imes condemning the hypocrisy of national 
fasts, as a substitute for the above. This occurred in November, 1781, 
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three yenrs b6(ore he knew the Throckmortons, with whom his ecqnaint
ance was very slight, even when the second edition was called for, 
which was not till 1786. Meantime some copies had heen issned with 
the origim1l sheets, which accounts for some of each kind being fonnd 
in the British Museum, and elsewhere. This explanation entirely 
exonerates the poet from the unjust cherge of nnfaithfalness, end does 
honour to that fine Christian spirit which would not gain applause by 
fanning the flames of fanaticism and exciting lawless partisans to law-
less acts of violence. E. H. 

IN one of the most obscure streets of Hamburg, some two years after 
the Thirty Years' War, lived a poor young man, who obtained a 

slender end precarious subsistence by means of his violoncello. After 
a while he fell sick, and he was unable to continue his musical routine. 
As this was his only means of support, he was, in the emergency, com
pelled to part with his violin to a Jew, who, with characteristic 
manceuvring, and much pretended relnctance, at length loaned him a 
sum much below its value, for two weeks ; when, if not redeemed, the 
instrument was to be forfeited. As he surrendered his violin he gazed 
lovingly at it, through his tears ; and asked the Jew if he might play 
one more tune upon it. "Yon know not how hard it is to part from 
that violin," he said; "for ten years it has been my companion and 
comforter. If I have nothing else, I have had it; at the worst it spoke 
to me, and sung back all my courage and hope. Of all the sad hearts 
that have Jeft your door, there has been none so sad as mine." His 
voice grew thick, and, pausing for a moment, he seized the instrnment, 
and commenced a tune so exquisitely soft. that even the reluctant Jew 
listened in spite of himself. A few more strains, and he sang to his 
own melody two stanzas of his hymn, " Life is weary,-Savionr, take 
me !" Suddenly the key changed: a few bars, and the melody poured 
itself out anew, and his face lighted np with a smile as he sang, "Yet 
who knows ? the cross is precious." He laid down the instrument, 
murmuring, "Ut fiat divina voluntas,"* and rushed from the place. 

Going out into the darkness, he stumbled against a person, who 
seemed to have been listening at the door. " Could yon tell me where 
I could obtain a copy of that song ?" said he to the musician : " I would 
willingly give a florin for it." '' My good friend, I will cheerfully fulfil 
your wish without the florin," w11s the response. 

But it is time the parties were introduced to the reader. The name 
of t~e musician was George Neumark, and that of his interlocutor John 
Gnt1g, who was valet to the Swedish ambassador, Baron von Rosen
kranz. Gutig told the baron the story of the hapless musician: _his 
poverty, his musical skill, his beautiful hvmns, and his grief at pledging 
his instrument; he showed the hymn he had given him also. As the 
baro_u_ was in need of a secretary, he thonght so highly of t_he poor 
mus1e1an that he forthwith sent for him, and he was at once mstalled 

• As God will, I am still. 
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into that office. George N eumark's next step was to reclaim his loved 
violoncello; and, on obtaining it, he called on his landlady, who took a 
deep sympathy in his tribulations. In a few minutes the room was 
crowded with friends and neighbours, eager to hear him again play upon 
his instrument; and he sang to them an excellent sermon in this wise, 
his own sweet hymn : " W er nur den lieben Gott, lasst walten," 

Leave God to order all thy ways 
And hope in him whate'er betide ; 

Thou'lt :find him, in the evil days, 
Thine all-sufficient strength and guide. 

,Vho trusts in God's unchanging love, 
Builds on the rock that nought can move! 

This was his thanksgiving tribute for the good Providence which had 
rescned him from trial in his great emergency. After two years, the 
baron procured for him the post of Librarian of the Archives at Weimar, 
which office he held, with honour, until the close of his life. 

This is not a mere monkish legend, but a truthful and instructive 
incident of real life; for this George N eumark was born at Thuringen, 
1621. He studied law at the University of Konigsberg, when Simon 
Dach was president; and, like him, Neumark became both poet and 
musician. But, being poor and friendless. often enduring much pri
Tation in his native place, he removed to Hamburg, in 1650, in hopes 
of better fortune, and it was here we met with him. Need we point 
the moral suggested? It is the beauty of a life of persevering integ
rity, humility, and devout trust in. God. For, when asked if he made 
the hymn himself, he modestly replied: "Well, yes : I am the instru
ment, but God swept the strings. All I knew was that these words, 
'Who trusts in God's unchanging love,' lay like a soft burden on my 
heart. I went over them again and again, and so they shaped them
selves into this song; how I cannot tell. I began to sing and to pray 
for joy, and my sonl blessed the Lord; and word followed word, like 
water from a fountain."-From F. Saunders'" Evenings with the Sacred 
Poets." 

jalforlian a lift. 
"I If A1'TY years ego, after mnch seemingly fruitless dealing with an 
lll anxious enquirer, who had been wearily toiling for months to 
make himself worthy of salvation, I at length said, "Friend, you en
tirely mistake the whole matter. You forget that salvation is a gift, and 
that so far from you having to press God to give it, he, on the contrary, 
is pressing you to take it." "A gift," he exclaimed, with surprise, "a 
gilt! Is salvation really a gift?" "Yes," I replied; "it is yours for 
the taking." Without further hesitancy, and with deeply grateful heart, 
he took what the Lord offered, and as he offered it ; and all through his 
lattr years, when at any time temptation pre~sed, and faith was li~e to 
fail, the remembrance that salvat10n was a gift cheered and sustamed 
him. His after life was holy, and his end perfect peace.-Robert 
Macdonald, i"n "From Day to Day." 
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DY PASTOR C. A. DAVIS, MANCHESTEn. 

SIMON the Zealot is the least known of the disciples. His name occurs only in 
the lists of Ma.tthew, Mark, and Luke, and in the ennmeration of the com

pa.ny assembled at the nnte-pentecostal prayer-meeting; beyond this not one 
solitary incident is recorded of him. It is only by inference, derived from his 
na.me and title, that we can form for ourselves any idea of his family surround
ings, or of his life and character. 

As to his family, he is generally supposed to have been a son of Alphreus, though 
this is nowhere directly affirmed; but the position of his name, which is placed 
by Matthew and Mark immediately after, and by Luke between, the names 
of James the less and Judas Lebbreus, sons of Alphre1Js, favours the sup
position that he was a member of that family. Here, then, in the devout 
atmosphere of this godly home his childhood and youth were spent, and 
along with his brothers James and Judas he received the early pious training 
which was afterwards to bear such good fruit. 

It is consistent with this supposition regarding his home surroundings, that 
we find him when he comes definitively into view, bearing the title of'' Zealot," 
for so be is described by Luke. And the title, "Canaanite," employed by 
Matthew and Mark (which some- have mistaken for the designation of an 
aboriginal inhabitant of Canaan, and have consequently fallen into the error of 
supposing him a Gentile) is simply the Aramaic equivalent of the Greek word 
Zelotes, used by Luke, and should be spelt Kananite. The Zealots were 11 sect of 
Pharisees, who in their zeal for the law bound themselves, as a sort of voluntary 
ecclesiastical police, to see that the Jaw was not broken with impunity, and who 
joined to their veneration for the Jaw-a veneration which they carried so far 
as_ to be ready at any time to die for it-a conviction that it was unlawful to pay 
tribute to the Romans. They were Hebrews of the Hebrews. In them was 
concentrated at once the narrowness and nobleness of the Jewish character. 
With a kind of fierce regard for their own religion and national institutions, 
and an invincible antipathy to all other nations, they associated a light valua
tion of their own lives and fortunes. Their character was a fanatical je1tlousy 
for the Jewish law, a quenchless Jove of liberty, and a lofty contempt of death. 
One of their great leaders had been that Judas of Galilee, alluded to by Gamaliel 
in his defence of the apostles before the Sanhedrim (Acts v. 37), who beaded a 
revolt against Rome in the days of the '' taxing," mentioned in Luke ii. The 
revolt was unsuccessful. The prefect, Quirinus (Cyrenius in Luke), easily 
quelled it; and, as Gamaliel tells us, Judas was slain and his ardent band of 
followers dispersed. The spirit of insubordination to the Romans, inflamed bv 
r~ligious zeal, was not extinguished by the death of Judas, and the Zealots con-
tmued to be a thorn in the sides of the Romans till the destruction of Jerusalem. 
To this patriotic band belonged Simon, living, doubtless, a life of serious 
austerity according to the "straitest sect" of the national religion. Of such 
material persecutors are made, and 11. persecutor Simon might easily have 
become. The concentrated fervour of his spirit might soon have developed into 
an intolerance which, obscuring his perception and warping his judg
ment, would have made him a powerful foe instead of an ardent defender of 
the infant church of Christ. But, as in tbo case of another and greater Zealot 
(Gal. i. 14), the grnce of God intervened, and turned the strong current into a 
beneficent channel. How the zealous Jew became first attracted to Jesus we 
are not told; but he could scarcely be ignorant of the supernatural occurrences 
connected with the birth and eurly life of his wonderful cousin; and when the 
public ministry of Jesus commenced, the marvels that occurred at his baptism, 
nnd the early manifestations of miraculous power at Cana 11.nd Judrea, aml 
ngain in Galilee, were incidents calculated to arrest his attention and attract 
his adhesion. However it was brought about, he soon bec1ime ranked amongst 
the close followers of Christ, and was one of those whom Christ selected from 
that wider circle, to become his immediate attendants and apostles. 
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The atmosphere of the teaching to whic_h he_ ~ow listened was beautifully 
adapted to foster the best elements of h1s d1~pos1t1on and correct the crudities 
and acidities that m1t1-red it. Nothing could bP. more appropriate to the stRte 
of a mind trninC'd like his than the instruction which be reeeived from hie 
Master. He had been Accustomed to venerate the old Mosaic Lttw, but it was 
a venP-ration inspired more by national zeal and by the external sanctions of its 
ant.iquity and the divine te1Tors with which it was published, and which re
flected so great a distinction upon the nation, than by any deep insight into 
its rnonll glory and beauty. How would this veneration deepen as he listened 
to the sermon on the mount, in which Jesus swept away the traditional cob
webs with which it had been covered "by them of old time," and held it up in 
the splendour of its spiritual exposition. Simon's perceptions are opening upon 
a new world ; he feels the burning eyes of the law gazing in upon the secret 
h~tred_s and lusts of his ~eart, and its strong hand arresting those subtle culprits, 
his evil thouF(hts, and his reverence for the law becomes a more enlightened 
sentiment. The jealous intolerance of the Zealot met its corrective in the broad 
clemE1ncy of Jesus, which forbad that one who was endeavouring to do good 
shou Id be suppressed for no other reasou than that "he followeth not us:" his 
narrow Judaism would gradually widen into the universal charity of Christ 
nnder such tear.biog as the parable of the good Samaritan; and his violent 
instincts of resistance to human authority would be corrected by the lesson 
upon the sacred tribute money, which Christ, though "Son" of the Lord of the 
temple, and therefore exempt from temple tribute, yet. chose to miraculously 
pro,·ide and pay rather than place a stumblingblock before the temple officials. 
Simon would not be the least interested auditor when Jesus met the Zealot 
question, " Is it lawful to give tribute to Crese.r?" with an nnswer so adruirable 
for its self-evident truth and simplicity as well as for its masterly parrying of 
the side blow aimed at his reputation tlmong his patriotic fellow-countrymen. 
"V1hy tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Show me the tribute money. And they 
brought unto him a penny. Whose is this ime.ge and superscription? They 
se.y unto him, Crese.r's. Render therefore unto Cresar the things which are 
Cresar's, and unto God the things which are God's." The genius of Christianity 
is totally different from the spirit of the "Zealot": it is not the kindling of 
revolutions against temporal government, hut hostility to the spiritual empire 
of evil. Whatever is wrong between man and man, between governors and 
governed, is to be set right, not by physical force, but by the moral power 
exerted by the advance of truth. The apostles" teachings showed th11t they had 
learned the lesson well. "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
Fear God, honour the king. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of me..n for 
the Lord's sake, whether it be to the king as supreme, or unto governors as 
unto them that are set for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of 
them that do well." Extremes are the mark of human passion: the wise 
moderation of the Bible is a result of its divine inspiration. There is much 
that is wrong in the world. It is to be righted, not by sanguinary revolution, 
but hy the mightier and diviner force of the steady promulgation of the great 
truths of the relationship between God and man, and of men's consequent re
lationship with one another; and meanwhile by the passive endurance of wrong 
till the vanquished evil falls. The hammer in the oppressor's hand will be 
shivered to pieces on the anvil of patient, steadfast endurance. 

"C nder such teaching as this, Simon was educated for his life-work, ancl 
though the story is not told, we may well surmi:;e that his natural vehemence 
was consecrated to the service of Jesus, and that after the ascension he livod no 
idle and useless life. Tradition, indeed, affirms that he preached the gospel 
tl,roughout Korth Africa, and carried it even as far as to the remote Isles of 
Brita.in, a course of Jabour consistent enough with a character which earned the 
title of Zealot; Lut the record of his career iti uot on earth. It is not necessary 
to the disciples of Christ that Time should emblaion their deeds on his perish
i.Jig ,crnll; tbey are ea graven on tbe everlasting taLlets of the memory of God, 
rmd will Le published in eternity. 
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DY REV, A, J. GORDON, D.D. 

THE simple recor<l of the <leath of John Vass:,.r, at Poughkeepsie, Decem• 
ber 7th, marks the en<l of o. most rem:,.rkable man. For sinc,leness of 

<levotion to the work of saving souls, for burnin" ze:,.I and for uiremi tting 
industry ~n the Master's work, I know not with 

O 

who~ to compare him in 
modern times. Never ho.ve I seen a man who in his activity so illustrated 
Paul's knowing nothing among men s!l.ve Jesus Christ and Him crucified; a.nd 
in his piet,r. so exhibited Augustine's "flamin" heart of consecration." From 
Maine to t:Jalifornia, in winter and in summ~r, on foot or by rail, he went 
pushing on for years iu pursuit of lost souls; going from house to house plead
mg with men night and day with tears to be reconciled to God; holding 
meetings, preaching by the wayside, in the soldiers' camp or in the backwoods' 
school-house, as opportunity opened,-such was the life he lived and the work 
he wrought. 

He was not a preacher; in his humility he disclaimed even the name of evan
gelist. And when by astonished ministers, whom in his calls he would sud
denly startle with his extraordinary zeal, he was pressed with the question, 
"Who art thou?" his quaint answer was, "Oh, I am only a shepherd's dog 
hunting up lost sheep for my Master." Hundreds of pastors bless the memory 
of the "shepherd's dog'' to-day, as they see in their flocks the sheep he helped 
them to bring in, and most of all they bear in their hearts the grateful recol
lection of the quickening and inspiration and stimulus which they received from 
contact with him. 

It may be surmised that he offended some by his zeal. His intensity of 
purpose was in such startling contrast to the ordinary consecration of Christians 
that it often awakened sharp antagonism. It was the red-hot zeal which causes 
a hissing and commotion as it is plunged into the element of lukewarm piety. 
Hence he was often charged to his face with being beside himself. Such a 
charge gave him no offence. "I was once beside myself," he would say, "when 
I was spending my energy in the work of the brewery, expecting to gain a 
fortune by the business; but when it pleased God to reveal his Son in me, I 
came to myself, and I think I have been in my right mind since then." 

What especially startled people was his abruptness. He took no time for 
apology or introduction. He never learned the art of circumlocution. He 
went at once to the person whom he add1·essed with the question, " Are yon a 
child of God? Have you been born again?" If he gathered that the person 
was not regenerated, then would come such a flood of exhortation and en
treaty and appeal as would fairly strike one dumb. Never did I see one who 
could" close in with a soul," as the old Puritans used to phrase it, like him. 
It was the grip of a man filled with the Spirit, and to hear him talk would make 
ene exclaim, as a hearer of McCheyne ouce did, "Why, it seems as though he 
were dying to have men saved!" . 

As an illustration of the impression he made on me, I recall the followmg, 
which happened while he was labouring with me a few years since in this ~ity. 
He wished to call on a Christian gentleman who was living at one of.our fashion
able boarding-houses. A young friend of mine who went with him, to show 
'him the place, reported what occurred. While waiting in the parlou~ to be 
shown to the gentleman's room, he opened conversation with a very fash10nable 
and proud-looking lady who was sitting in the room. ':ith gr_eat concern he 
began at once to urge the necessity of the new birth and 1mmed1ate acce~tance 
of Christ upon her. She was thunderstruck, and protested that she dtd not 
believe in any of those things. Then followed a most fervent appeal, texts of 
Scripture, warnings against rejecting Christ, the certainty of a. ~rath to come 
for any found in impenitence till at last. my friend said he was fairly alarmed at 
1the boldness of the assault. ' Suddenly the "entleman came in for who,u he 

0 
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was waiting, and called him out. The friend sat watching from behind his 
newspaper for the effect of the interview. In a moment the lady's husband 
came in. "There bes been an old men here talking with me about reJi.,ion " 
~he said. "Why did you not shut him up P" he asked, gruffly. "He is o~e 
of those pel'!'ons that you cannot shut up,'' was her reply. "If I had been 
here,·• bP. said, "I would have told him very quickly to go about his busines~." 
"If you bed seen him you would have thought he was about his business,•• wns 
her answer. 

No truer tribute could be paid to him than that. Seeking to save the lost 
w~s his business, and few men have ever lived who have pursued that business 
with such ardour and constancy of purpose as he. Thousands, I am sure, will 
rise up at the last day and call him blessed. A humble man, without pretence, 
without culture, he was yet mighty in the Scriptures, and often mighty in 
eloquence; and I venture to say, that our Baptist brotherhood, or the great 
church of Christ, has had few men more honoured of God than he. And indeed, 
I may add, more honoured of men where his true work was known. Henry F. 
Durant once called at my house to take him for a week to his elegant mansion, 
and he said to me as he went, "I consider myself more honoured to entertain 
this man of God than to have a king for my guest." It was truly an honour; 
for Christ dwelt in him richly, and to entertain him was to entertain Christ. 
Never shall I forget him, or cease to be grateful for his influence. How he 
sought men for God by day ! How he pleaded with God by night ! How he 
travailed in prayer with tears for souls! Truly his reward will be great in the 
kingdom ofheaven.-From The Boston Watchman. 

~nbrtftr ~urn ... 
ANDREW BURN was the child of Christian parents, and it is his own 

testimony that infant reason no sooner dawned, than they began to use 
every possible means to give that reason e. right bias towards its proper object. 
The history of his youth and early manhood reads more like e. romance than e. 
true tale, so full is it of singular com bine.tions of circumstances and hair
breadth escapes by see. and land. Rut amid his wanderings, and e.11 the 
miseries in which they involved him, he seldom thought of the God to whose 
pro'l'idence he owed so much. Speaking of his residence in Jame.ice., he says, 
'' By this time the serious impressions of childhood had lost great part of 
their influence, and e.s that diminished, the darling inclinations of e. corrupt 
heart gradually prevailed, and so far gained the ascendancy, tbe.t some of the 
most glaring sins, which e.t first appearance struck me with horror, impercep• 
tihly lost their deformity iu my eyes, and, Proteus-like, transformed themselves 
into innocent enjoyments. Thus advancing, step by step, in the dangerous 
road of sin, I soon arrived e.t dreadful lengths; drank in the deadly poison with 
e.s much eagerness e.s the thirsty ox drinks in water, and rushed on rapidly with 
the wicked multitude in the broad road to eternal ruin." From this time the 
most imminent perils and the most unexpected deliverances failed alike to im
press his heart. Brought low by e. fever on one occasion when e.t sea, he 
expected every hour to be thrown overboard with others who bad died around 
him, but be " had not the least painful conviction of his accumulated guilt." 
"I was dying," be says, "and that in every respect like the brute that perisheth, 
though endued with all the faculties of a rational being, and these in full exer
cise, unimpaired by boilily pain." On another occasion his ship struck 011 e. 
sand bank, and the scene of di~may which followed was enough to make the 
stoutest sinner tremble. One of bis messmates, who had acquired considerable 
property in J 11.maica, cursed God that he had made him spend so many toilsome 

* From "The Divine Life ; a Book of Fa.cts and History.'' By the Rev. J. 
Kennedy, D.D. R~ligioue Tract Society. 
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years in a scorohing and unheo.lthy clime.ta to procure e. little wealth; and when 
wiLh pain and trouble he had heaped it together, had tantaliv.ed him with a 
sight of the hnppy shore where he expected peacefully to enjoy it, but now with 
one oruel sudden stroke had defeated all his hopes. The conduct of this blas
ph~n:ier, whose desp~ir seemed like that o~ a fiend of the bottomless pit, wo.s in 
strikmg contrast with that of the captam, who, '' fearless, with composure 
smiled at danger's threatening form." The captain was a Christian, and with 
a presenoe of mind and a wisdom which seemed almost inspired, gave instruc
tions which were the means of saving his ship. But neither the despair of the 
blasphemer, nor the calmi.ess of the Christian, produced any salutarv impres
sion on young Bum's mind, and he landed on the shores of England as godless 
as ever . 

. '\fter a time we find him stationed at Chatham, as an officer in the Marines. 
The review of the past three years of folly and advent1,J.re led him to return to 
the externally religious habits in which he had been trained, and to observe the 
ordinances of public worship. In the esteem of manv :,e was now a good 
Christian; but his own confession is that he remained the willing slave to 
various sinful lusts and passions, and felt no remorse in daily doing many 
things which he could not think of in after life without shuddering. He was 
only a Pharisee. Yet by degrees he cut off many sins which were as dear to 
him as a right hand or a right eye. His struggles with his love of gambling 
were protracted and painful. First he vowed-and that very solemnly-that 
he would devote only a certain time to cards, and no more; but this resolution 
failing, he vowed to play only for a certain sum, and never to exceed it. ·when 
that would not do, he vowed still more resolutely to play only for recreation. 
But all proved ineffectual. The more he resolved, the stronger grew the sin. 
A multitude of broken vows heaped guilt upon guilt, and brought an accumu
lated load of sorrow upon his soul. One Lord's day, when he was to take his 
place at the table of the Lord, his conscience so condemned(him, that he tried 
in vain to pacify it by a renewal of his vows. " There is an Achan in the 
camp,'' said conscience; "approach the table of the Lo1·d, if you dare." Scared 
by these monitions, and yet unwilling to part with his darling lust, he became 
like one possessed. Restless and uneasy, he fled to the fields to vent his misery 
under the wide canopy of heaven. Thoughts of future judgment filled him 
with indignation against the" accursed thing" which we.a corrupting e.nd tor
menting his soul; and, crying to God for help, he knelt down under a hedge, e.nd 
taking heaven e.nd earth to witness, wrote on a piece of paper with his pencil a 
solemn vow that he never would play e.t cards on any pretence whatsoever, so long 
e.s he lived. This was no sooner done than his burden was gone and he was at 
peace. But, alas! the reformation was all on the surface. While endeavour
ing to heal his soul in one place, ere he was awe.re, sin broke out in another. 
At the same time there was much about him that fostered the delusion that he 
was now a Christian, and that it was impossible for him to fall into gross sins 
again. 

After enjoying his commission in the Marines for some two years, the restor
ation to peace reduced him to half-pay, e.nd circumstances took him into France, 
where he we.a left to plunge again into all manner of wickedness. It was by 
slow degrees, and after many hard fought battles with his conscience, that he 
succeeded in persuading himself that his vow to abstain from card-playing was 
rash, and need not be kept. The bondage of sin in which he was now held was 
strengthened by the inroads of scepticism. But the doubts which he gradually 
entertained as to the immortality of his soul, instead of relieving him from 
anxiety respecting the future, became e.s a quenchless fire of torment within 
him. The grossest sins assumed a very different aspect under the teaching of 
infidelity, and appeared to him nothing more than lawful gratifications, so that 
they awakened no fear. But the idea of annihilation was unbearable. "If 
death is to destroy in me this part which thinks, which reasons, and with so 
much ardour breathes after fill assurance of its existence in a future state, whet 
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a despici1ble being do I appee.r in my own eyes! Beyond e.11 expression miser
abl<' ! How much reason he.ve I to curse the de.y wherein I was born !" 

Vl'hen the poor miserable man would return to Engle.nd he had not the 
means, and he betook himself to the writing of plays to provide them, but in 
VRin. That unseen He.nd which had protected him, even e.mid his sins, e.t 
l~ngth ope_ned a ~ay. ~ut he saw ~ot its lee.ding. _On his we.y home he spent 
six weeks m Pans, and indulged without remorse m every forbidden ple1tsure 
which t~e.t city could pres~nt. After an absence of six years, Andrew Burn 
finds himself once more m England; not now e. proud Phe.risee as when 
he left it, but e. proud sceptic. He was not e. little self-comple.cent the.t he he.d 
she.ken off the prejudices of educe.tion, and could look down with pity on well
mee.ning people who knew no better. His religion we.s, he thought, of a most 
refined description, though he confessed it would puzzle e.n e.bler judgment than 
his own to define what it was. At the same time, amid the confused crowd of 
philosopbici.l notions with which bis brain teemed, he frequently heard the 
murmuring of two distinct voices which sometimes forced him to listen to them 
alternately. One, a.n importunate visitor, very roughly told him he was wrong; 
and when be endeavoured to convince him to the contrary, would grow so bold 
nnd clamorous, that, for the sake of e. little pee.ce, he was obliged to stifle the 
voice iu the pursuit of some worldly pleasure, but never could silence it alto
gether. To the other voice he listened with pleasure. It whispered to him in 
the language of hope, that a day would come when he should alter his present 
way of thinking, and adopt one far better. At the se.me time, while this hope 
was secretly cherished, his whole bent of mind was opposed to e. practical re
ception of the truths of the gospel. 

Soon after his return to England, the sudden death of a beloved brother made 
him feel the worthlessness of those notions to which he had clung tene.ciously 
for years. " They now stood dressed in their proper colours, and loudly pro
claimed their diabolical origin. A strong and restless desire to he savingly 
united to God e.nci his people, drove them from their place in his bee.rt, and 
eridently prevailed in their room. I saw (be says) the absolute necessity there 
we.s of such a Saviour e.s Jesus Christ, and was convinced there was no possi
bility of being saved e.ny other way the.n by him." While in this state of mind 
he dreamed a dream, which produced results that made him regard it ever after 
us the principal means of his conversion. He dreamed that he was sitting, a 
little before daylight, with his deceased brother, on the wall of the parish church
yard with which they he.d been familiar in boyhood. His brother asked him if 
he would not go with him into the church. Immediately rising, they walked 
together tow!ll'ds the porch, e.nd when they reached the inner door, the brother 
somehow or other passed in before him, e.nd when he attempted to follow, the 
door, which slid down from above,lik:e those in ancient fortifications, we.s instantly 
let down more the.n half we.y, so the.t he now found it requisite to bend himself 
e.lmost double before he could possibly enter. But e.s he stooped to try, the 
door continued falliug lower and lower, till the passage bees.me so narrow that 
be found it impracticable in that posture. Grieved to be left behind, and 
determined to get in if possible, be fell down on his hands, e.nd tried to squeeze 
his hee.d a.nd shoulders through ; but, finding himself still too high, he kneeled 
down, crept, wrestled, and pushed eagerly, but a.II to no purpose. He now 
threw off a.II his clothes, a.nd crawled like e. worm ; but being very desirous 
to preserve a fine silk embroidered waistcoat which he bad brought from 
France, be kept the.t on in the hope of being able to carry it with him ; then 
laying himself flat on his fe.ce, he pushed, e.nd strove, and soiled the precious 
waistcoat, but could not get iu after all. At le.st, driven almost to despair, be 
stripped himself entirely, and forced his body between the door and the ground, 
till the rough stones and gravel tore e.11 the skin and flesh off his breast, e.nd, as 
be thought, covered him with blood. Perceiving, however, that be advanced e. 
little, he continued to press in with more violence than ever, till at le.at he got 
safely through. As soon as he stood on his feet inside, an invisible hand 
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clothed him in 11. long white robe; and 11.s he looked round to view the place, 
he se.w 11. goodly compe.ny of saints-11.mong whom was his brother-all dressed 
in the 011.me manner, partaking of the Lord's Supper. He sat down in the 
midst of them, and the bread 11.nd wine being 11.dministered to him, he felt a 
seraphic ecstacy which no mortal could express. He heard a voice call him 
three times by name, and tell him he was wanted at borne. And so great was 
the joy of his soul the.tit awoke him out of his slumbers, and "made him start 
up in bed singing the high praises of God." 

Now what shell we make of this dream? It is easy to trace in it the natural 
workings of the particular state of mind in which he was 11.t the time. Sick of 
the sinful courses he had followed, end sick of that infidelity which had per
suaded him that sin was no evil, he bad now a "stronf{ and restless desire'' to 
be found in Christ. And the struggle to which this desire prompted him became, 
in bis dream, a physical struggle to effect an entrance into a material building. 
But admitting the dream to have hed this natural origin, it exhibits the intensity 
of the mental conflicts in which it originated, and became, through the mercy 
of God, the means of increasing the desires from which it sprang, and of 
encouraging him to hope for victory. That the hand of God was in it was soon 
apparent. Mr. Burn, from the day of that dream, began to live a life es 
different from thet which went before as eny two opposites could be. Old things 
were now done away, and all things became new. "Not (be says) that Job
tained a complete victory over my domineering sins all at once, or renounced all 
my false opinions in one dey; but a bitter and eternal war was instantly 
declared eg11.mst the one, end as God made the discovery to me, I let go the 
other. My mind was gradually enlightened to comprehend the glorious end 
important truths of the everlasting gospel, end the eyes of my underEtanding 
were so opened to discern spiritual things, that I now read my Bible with wonder 
and astonishment.'' As be reed the Word he grew in grace end in the know
ledge of God. " Surely nothing less than divine power," be wrote many years 
afterwards, " could in the space of a few months have thus effectually overthrown 
the massive bulwarks of infidelity, which Satan had been.continually strengthen
ing for the space of six years in my corrupt heart, or have bent my vicious and 
stubborn will to embrace the self-abasing doctrines of the gospel. That such e. 
cban ge has been wrought I am as certain as of my own existence; so likewise 
am I confident that it was not in the smallest degree attributable to eny 
inherent &t1ength of my own. • God alone must have been the author of it; to 
him, therefore, be ell the glory." At the time of bis conversion, Andrew Bum 
was twenty-six years of ege, and bis future life was one both of e)l.emplary 
virtue and of enlightened piety. '' Forty-three years," to use the words en
graved on bis tomb, "he served his God as e. faithful soldier of Jesus Christ." 

irl,.es sa. 
FORTY years ago, when I was a schoolboy in Boston, close by our scb_ool was 

the A~ylum for the Blind, of which Laure. Bridgeman was an rnmate. 
One day, when the noble preceptor was trying to teach her, little Laura spelled 
out on her fingers the question, "VVhat is the soul ?'' He answered her m the 
same mute language, "The soul is that which thinks, and leels, and hopes." 
~nd she spelled buck, while e. look of rare intelligence pussed ove~ her expr_es
s1ve fentures, "And aches so." Oh, I often think of it-the soul 1s that which 
"aches so," and which will continue to ache so if it does not have the gospel, 
and the thought of little Laura's quick apprehension of the soul's capacity for 
"aching" ol'len comes to me, and quickens me to work to reach t~e~e souls, 
and to send the go~pel to them. We have entrusted to us as Christians th_e 
only means of cure that is possible for the millions of souls that have this 
capacity for" acbing."-Ralph Wells. 
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!{atkts af ~a.ob. 
Topics for Teachers. By JAMES CoM- That Loon o' Baxter's. A tale of Scot-

PER GREY. Illustrated with over tish Fisher Life. By W. SKINNER. 
two hundred engravings. Elliot Paisley : Alex. Gardner. London: 
Stock. J as. Clarke and Co. 

WE are glad to see thRt Mr. Stock is 
bringing out a cheap edition of this use
ful work. To Sunday-school teachers, 
local preachers, and pastors who possess 
but few books of reference it would be 
invaluable. It has been well described 
as "A Bible dictionary, manual, text
book, commentary, concordance, and 
:itlas, all in one," and as it is to be com
pleted in about thirty weekly penny 
numbers, no one who needs it ought to 
be unable to get it on account of its 
cost. 

Helps to a Der,out Life: being a treatise 
on religious duties. By the late Rev. 
GEORGE LAwsoN, D.D. Edinburgh: 
William Oliphant and Co. London: 
Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 

WE are prepared to expect great things 
when we notice the name of George 
Lawson as the author of a work, but we 
must confess that in this instance we 
have undergone considerable disappoint
ment. This work does not seem to us 
to read like George Lawson's; it lacks 
vigour of thought and freshness of illus
tration, and is to our mind as dry and 
unoriginal as well could be. Devo
tional works must be warm ; if they 
contain little or no emotion they are use
less. This fault we find with this work ; 
we have read on and on with the hope 
of meeting with some words that burn, 
but they have not turned up. Instead 
thereof we have met with chapter after 
chapter of the merest commonplace, 
very good indeed, but such as one might 
turn out by the mile. Give us George 
Lawson commenting on a book of Scrip
ture, but if this is his style of helping 
devotion we want no more of him. 
After all, it is not so much with our Dr. 
George Lawson that we are dealing, but 
with a gentleman who has undertaken 
and carried out the truly impossible 
task of manufacturing a devotional work 
out of lectures on systematic theology. 
However laudable the motive, and we 
are sure none could be more so, the 
production is a failure. 

A DELic1ous story, affecting, impressive, 
encouraging-all that a story ought to 
be. We shall not soon forget having 
read it; it bas done us real good, which 
a story very seldom does. It is destined 
to be read for many e. year to come, at 
least, so we hope and think. It has the 
life and heart in it which co.use a book 
to survive when its rivals die into ob
livion. 

The Unwelcome Baby and what became 
of Him. With other stories of noble 
lives early consecrated. By S. ELLEN 
GREGORY. Wesleyan Conference 
Office. 

"TnE unwelcome baby " is the Rev. 
John Todd, and this book commences 
with his life. The title looks to us a 
little like a dodge for selling the book, 
for "the unwelcome baby '' only occu
pies a third part of it, and the rest is 
made up of the lives of John Coleridge 
Patteson, Mary Fletcher, Alfred Cook
man, Fidelia Fiske, and Emile Cook. 
We shall never cease to protest against 
this radically false method of naming a 
book from one of its articles. In this 
case, should anybody be led to buy 
the book by the title he will be able to 
put it into the hand of a youngster with
out fear, or rather with the full hope 
that it will do him good. 
In Memoriam. EDWARD LAKE, Major

General Royal Engineers, C.S.I. 
Hatchards, Piece.dilly. 

A BRIEF account of a choice Christian 
man. The Indian army has always 
had in it some of the excellent of 
the earth: Major-General Edward Lake 
was one of the foremost of these, an 
Episcopalian, but still more, a Christ
ian. No attempt is made to work up 
the narrative into e. book, it is the 
simple and unvarnished story of his 
Christian experience. Oh, that many 
may be led to tread in bis footsteps, so 
far as he followed Christ. We would not 
have Christians become soldiers, but we 
rejoice when the military man becomes 
also a follower of the Lamb. 
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Tire G,·eat Apostle; or, Pictures from 
the Life of St. Paul. A Book for the 
Young. By the Rev. JAnEZ MARRAT. 
London: Wesleyan Conference Office, 
2, Castle Street, City Road. 

A VERY useful little book for Sunday
scholars, and other young persons, who 
desire to trace, historically and geogra
phically, the path of the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles. The work is in the 
main trustworthy, although, as might 
have been expected from the place 
of publication, certain doctrines which 
we believe Paul preached are thrown 
aside, in order to make room for the 
teaching of Mr. w·esley. There are 
about thirty tolerably good illustrations 
of the principal scenes of the Apostle's 
life and labours, but the presence of a 
basin and towel in the room where 
Ananias said to Saul, " Arise, and be 
baptized," and references to "the holy 
sacrament of baptism," strike us as 
being slightly suspicious, to say the 
least. With the above exceptions we 
heartily commend the work to the no
tice of our youthful readers. 
Crocker the Clown. By BENJAMIN 

CLARKE. Second Edition. Houlston 
and Sons. 

IF any young gentleman should be in
spired with the ambition of figuring in a 
travelling show, he will probably be 
delivered from the infatuation by read
ing this amusing history of Jameson's 
Grand American Circus. We believe 
that such books as this answer a real 
and practical purpose by dispelling the 
false charms which surround theatrical 
performances. If somebody would write 
a book to take the glory out of" Robin
son Crusoe," it would be one of the 
best works of our generation, for multi
tudes of lads are no doubt led astn.y 
and ruined for practical business pur
poses by that masterpiece of fiction. 
Gospel Truths. By the Rev. ANDREW 

A. BONAR, D.D. Glasgow : Charles 
Glass and Co. London : Roulston 
and Sons. 

THERE is always life and sweetness about 
the writings of Andrew A. Bonar. These 
papers upon various subjects are quite 
new to us, though they appear to have 
been published before in various forms. 
We have exceedingly much enjoyed 
1·eading several of the chapters, and we 

do our readers a service when we com
mend " Gospel Truths " to their notice. 
Striking but not sensational, spiritual 
but not maudlin, the style and matter 
are altogether to our mind. 

The Path of Life and the Perfect Re.YI. 
By a Pilgrim of Seventy. Houlston 
and Sons. 

A LITTLE book which will we trust be 
the means of much blessing to aged 
Christians, for whom it is specially suited. 
It ministers both comfort and instruc
tion in reference to the solemn 8ubjects 
of death, the separate state, and the 
final glory of believers. It is such a 
book as only a deeply-instructed Christ
ian could write while sitting on the 
banks of Jordan, waiting for the sum
mons to meet his Lord. We knew and 
highly esteemed Mr. John Cox, who, as 
Dr. Bonar says, " was a man above 
many; steadfast in the truth, and full 
of Christian love." Our readers will 
many of them know him best as John 
Cox of Woolwich. 

Upon the wrapper enclosing the manu
script of this book, dated the 11th of 
March, 1876, Mr. Cox had written the 
following words, in which there is no 
mock modesty, but a self-forgetfulness 
which was always conspicuous in him: 
"This little work was written in the 
year 1872, just before I attained the age 
of seveuty. I thought of printing it 
then, but circumstances hindered. If 
spared a year or two I hope to see this 
done. If I should be removed first, I 
should like that it should come forth 
just as it is, with little or no reference 
to the author." 

The City of Orphans. A Brief Sketch 
of the Institution on Ashley Down, 
Bristol, founded by George 11fiiller, 
for the support of 2,050 Orphans. 
By PH1Los. ,v. Mack, 4, Paternoster 
Square. 

A BRIEF summary of the work cif the 
Lord by Georcre Muller. Those who 
can only afford a little book on this 
wonderful subject will find this suitable 
to their purses. Truly, the Lor~ has 
shown in George Muller what simple 
faith and earnest prayer can do; but 
he is quite as ready to d.o the like for 
us if we will but be as little children 
before him. 
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Q11ee11 Pomore n11d her Co11ntry. By 
the Rev. GEORGE PRITCHARD. ,vith 
en Introduction by the Rev. Dr. AL
LON. Elliot Stock. 

IT seems eges ago since our old friend 
George Pritcbard reported the lowering 
of Queen Pomare's flag by the French 
tr?ops. His Majesty Louis Philippe, 
Kmg of the French, wes tben in his 
glory. 'What a crowd of events have 
rusbe~ by_ since that period, and yet 
here 1s friend George Pritchard alive 
:md vigorous, and like that other ante
diluvinn, Robert Moffat, likely to be 
with us for years to come. 

The materials for a life of Queen Po
mere are rather slender, but Mr. Pritch
nrd has done his best with them ; and, 
though be has produced a little book, 
this is m~ch better than spinning out 
the story mto a huge and dreary ,·olume. 
Many a departed personage lies swathed, 
like a l;Dummy, in ~iles of yarn, but 
Mr. Pritchard has JUst set a simple 
stone at the head of Queen Pomare's 
gra,e, and_ has left her to rest in peace. 
A man might almost wish to live for 
ever if thereby he could escape the 
biographers, who so often beep a 
waggon-load of dry rubbish over a 
man's tomb and call it a memoir. Mr. 
Pritchard has not fallen into that error ; 
perhaps the lack of materials may have 
~erved in pert to save him from ii. 

Ephraim and Helah: a Story of the 
Exodus. By Enwns HoDDER. Lon
don : Hodder and Stoughton. 

WBETBER tl:.is kind of book, which 
might briefly be celled, the Scripture
done-into-romance class, is ofa healthful 
tendency may be seriously questioned. 
Certainly it is neither feet nor fiction, 
but fiction wo,en into the woof of fact. 
This volume is a very able imitation of 
Professor Ingraham's style of writing; 
a good deal • of ingenious description 
and of true feeling, which we venture to 
think might better have been employed, 
is here manifested. Some little bye
touches of spiritual insight reveal to us 
the power of the author, and we wish 
him a more congenial subject in his 
next e:lfort. To our rude taste "The 
Junior Clerk" and "Tossed on the 
Waves" have not been equalled by this 
latebt pniduction of Mr. Hodder. Still 

it may happen that mnny will overlook 
what we object to, in the general good 
intention of this volume. 

SerJ11011.,, Addresus, and Charges, By 
Wn,LIAM BuRT PoPE, D.D. 66, 
Paternoster Row. 

THESE are the productions of II lnte 
president of the Wesley:m Methodist 
Con_feren_ce, and were delivered by him 
during h1s term of office, They repre
sent, therdore, substantially, if not in 
every particular, the sentiments of that 
entire body, both within itself and in 
relation to other religious communities. 
And we hesitate not to affirm that the 
position of the Wesleyan Metbodists 
compares, or, rather, contrasts, with 
other denominations in this respect. 
Amidst all the changes of modern times 
they have adhered to their first princi
ples, and if in BDY ins1 ance they have 
deviated from them it has hem for the 
better rather than for the worse. Nor 
has it been for want of intelligence to 
comprehend, or cultured taste to appre
ciate, the various innovations of modern 
theorists, and the criticisms upon which 
they ere founded, that they bave been 
disregarded by them; but from a fully
enlightened conviction and a deep, heart
felt experience that the old go~pel is 
better tbon the new. "\'Ve can allow a 
president of tbe tonference to say to its 
young ministers, "You have reason to 
be thanklul in these days of dissolving 
confessions, and shifting views, and des
perate reeonciliations, that Providence 
has brought you under the bondage of 
a definite creed, the only peculiarity of 
which is its emphasis upon one or two 
of the grandest privileges of the gos
pel''; especially when be adds, "You 
have abundant scope for the free play 
of perrnnal opinion. The strictness of 
our confession of faith is not to be de
nied ; but it allows much more latitude 
in subordinate subjects than is some
times supposed." All the addresses of 
this volume are good, and some pre
eminently so. They would be more 
effective, we imagine, on account of the 
breadth of thought and oratorical style 
of composition, in their delivery than in 
their perusal; but they will he exten
sively prized, we doubt not, in the~ 
present form by those for whom they 
were principally intended. 
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Jesus of Naznretl1; who was he -' and 
whai is he 11nw? By the Rev. WM. 
PATTON, D.D. Religious Tract So
ciety. 

A coNCISE Life of Christ. We have 
nearly enough of large volumes upon 
this subject, but there is plenty of 
room for this condensed story. The 
more salient points in our Lord's 
life are dwelt upon with considerable 
power, and the object all along is not to 
apologise for the truth, and thus gratify 
sceptics, but to expound it, and so 
instruct believers. Dr. Patton's work 
must be useful, and we thank him 
for it, though we do not admire bis plan 
of slipping round the Baptism of our 
Lord. 

Father's Motto; or, the Cloud with the 
Silver Lining, and other Stories. A 
book for boys and their sisters. Re
ligious Tract Society. 

READABLE stories, but not likely to be 
much in favour with boys or their sis
ters. Young men mi11;bt read these 
pages with profit, but for boys they are 
unsuit:i.ble and unattractive. When our 
boys are old enough to be lookinl!: out 
for wives, and our girls are beginning to 
consider whether young Mr. Cordial 
would not be a euitable husband, such 
stories as these may help them to spend 
a leisure hour; but boys and their sis
ters will do quite as well to let those 
matters alone which concern a condition 
oflife upon which they cannot enter for 
years to come. There are good points 
in the book-the cloud bas a silver 
lining-but we do not think much of it 
as a book for boys and their sisters. 
The Lord is My Shepherd. A popu

lar Exposition of the Twenty-third 
Psalm. By Rev. JAMES STUART, of 
Shelford. Religious Tract Society. 

Tms wondrous Psalm bas given rise to 
a library of literature, and when we saw 
this new volume we wondered how the 
auJhor could have managed to say any
tbmg fresh upon the well-worn theme. 
But he bas managed to say something 
very fresh, as fresh as a mountain 
breeze, and as bracing and healthful. 
'Ye have heard of sermons being di
v1d_ed into two classes, one being those 
~b1ch were preached because the min
ister had something to say ; and the 

other being those which were preached 
because he had to say .,ometliing. The 
same division would hold good with re
spect to books. This is no volume made 
to order, it wa8 written because it needed 
to be written. Powers of exposition of no 
mean order are here displayed; lan
guage beautiful and clear is discrimin
atingly used; and the result is a 
valuable and original contribution to 
our Biblical literature. As a first effort 
it leads us to look for great things in 
the future. 
The Biblical 1lfuseum : a Collection ot 

Noles, Explanatory, Homiletic, and 
Illustrative, on the Holy S,·riptures. 
By JAMES CoMPER GRAY. Old Testa
ment. Vol. IV. Elliot Stock. 

WE joyfully welcome each volume of 
this most valuable exposition. Although 
rich in biblical stores, we are still de
li~bted with each instalment of "The 
Biblical Museum." How precious this 
work must be to those whose books are 
few ! Young teacher or preacher, you 
must have the Biblical Museum if pos
sible. 
Talks about Home Life. By Rev. G. 

EvEBARD, M.A. London: Religious 
Tract Society. 

Tms little volume, though of modest 
title, is of unusual merit. It is made up 
of twelve short, chatty, devout papers, 
plentifully spiced with anecdote and 
illustration, all tending to show that 
the fear of the Lord is the only source 
of home prosperity and joy. The aulhor 
is a man who bas the courage of bis 
convictions and speaks unreservedly ; if 
we mistake not, be is the same who at 
the Sheffield Congress dared \o interject 
some manly common-sense into the dis
cussion about the reform of the stage, 
and who did not mii;d being a dissentient 
from the parrot-cry of the moderates who 
are so anxious to make the theatre ap
pear a little paradise. The sty le of bis 
utterances here is, in some places, very 
powerful, and in others very be_autiful in 
imagery. Altogether the book 1s a. cheap 
eiahteen-pennyworth, and should soon 
re~ch a second edition. We shall be 
glad to see Mr. Everard in print again. 
The Adopted S011 ; and other Stories. 

Religious Tract Society. 

ToucRING little tales. 



146 NOTES. 

A Commenfary on flte Epi-stle of St. 
Patil lo the Galatians. By the Rev. 
JoR'N VENN, M.A. Ja.mes Nisbet 
and Co., Berners Street. 

OUR impression from the title of this 
book was that it could not be much 
needed, but we soon found that we were 
far better with it than without it. By 
those even who suppose themselves to 
be well acquainted with the Epistle to 
the Galatians it may be read with addi
tional licrht and profit. It is a. new and 
independent paraphrase and analysis of 
tl::e whole Epistle; not new in its doc
trinal, experimental, or practical teach
ing, becau8e not independent of the 
Scriptures themselves. On those words 
in the fifth verse of the first chapter, 
"To whom be glory for ever and ever," 
we read : " Paul most probably means 
' Christ,' whose atoning death is the 
principal subject of the preceding pas
sage. . . We must particularly observe 
the reference here made to 'this present 
e,·il age ' of the preceding verse. Those 
who lived in that age, whether godly or 
ungodly, would soon pass away ; but 
such as were believers would, through
out all the ages, be giving to Christ the 
glory due to him for having redeemed 
them by his precious blood.'' On the 
words, "V{ho loved me and gave him
self for me,'' we read : " When Paul 

Oi::11 friends enquire so frequently as to 
our health that we are compelled to be 
more personal than we could wish to be. 
The weather at Mentone has felt itself 
bound to be a little in tune with that of 
Engl.and, where Cowper says-

" The clime 
Is fickle, and the year most part deformed 
With dripping rains, or withered by a 

fro15t." 
Frosts cannot, as a rule, reach this shel
tered spot; but of rains we have had more 
than the oldest inhabitant remembers. We 
who have seen no rain here before in all 
our sojourns, except one single shower, 
:!!llnnot but feel that Mentone is not itself 
at all this year. This has somewhat re• 
tarded our progress to strength., but still 
we a.n, very greatly better, and in mind 
and body feel that our face is health-ward. 
The net result is, however, that contrary 

says, • loved rne,' ' gave himself for me,' 
he points to the wonderful and precious 
truth, that Christ did not love those 
whom the Father had given unto him 
with a mere general love, as a body, and 
die for them generally as a body; but 
that he perfectly knew every single in
dividual amongst them, and loved every 
one of them individually, and bad each 
one of them in his eye and on his heart." 
Again, on the words, " then Christ is 
dead in vain": "The point of what 
Paul here says appears to be this-if I 
should teach that righteousness can be 
obtained by the law, then I should teach 
that Christ's death not only was not in
tended to he an atonement for sin, but 
that it was not intended to accomplish 
any good purpose at all. And thus I 
should teach that what was represented 
as an act, on the part of God, of sur
passing grace to man, was in reality a 
purposeless infliction of suffering and 
death upon his own Son." The author 
has his peculiarities respecting the 
atoning virtues which the Judaising 
teachers attributed to their ancient sac
rifices, and the continued observance of 
certain Jewish rites by genuine converts 
to Christianity, but they a.re likely to 
remain peculiar to himself, and do not 
interfere with his sound theological 
teaching, nor with the course of reason
ing upon which it is founded. 

to our innermost intention we must take 
the full three months of rest, hoping that 
the fine weather, which has we trust com
menced, will have e. beneficial effect of a 
lasting kind. Our nearer friends have 
been singularly wise in refraining from. 
writing to us, but we could wish the.t an 
outer circle had a little touch of sympathy 
with a. sick man, and would let us alone a 
little more. We ought not to be followed 
up by enquiries and begging letters when 
we a.re needing retirement,-yet still they 
come. All news from home has been cheer
ing in a. high degree, but we cannot make 
the notes very complete when we are so 
far from the scene of action. 

The College works on steadily, and the 
Orphanage appears to enjoy the divine 
smile. The great Wedding Cake presented 
to us by Mr. Philcox, of Bermondsey, was 
divided among the boys; and although 
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:Mr. Charlesworth hardly expeoh that we 
heard their shouts all the way to Mentone 
we can quite believe him when he says 
thl\t the roof 0£ the building wa.s a.ll the 
sCLfer from being strongly built. Bless the 
boys' hearts, it did us good to hear that 
they, a.nd their widowed mothers, had each 
a piece of this kind memorill! of our 
twenty-five years' ministry. 1£, instead 
of a. cake to be carved, it had been a stone 
already carved, the fe.ct would not have 
been so certain to be retained in memory 
as it is now: for they will remember to 
their latest day this happy event of their 
lives. 

On Monday evening, Februa,·y 3, Mr. J. 
Hudson Taylor, the "Apostle of China,'' 
came to the Tabernacle pr, yer-meeting to 
ask for special prayers for Mr. Hunnex, 
onA of our church members, who was 
about to sail with a party of mission
aries connected with the China Inland 
Mission. Mr. Taylor announced that he 
expected to be one of the number who 
would soon leave for the strangely mis
named" Celestial Empire." We shall all 
pray that our brother may be preserved 
from perils by sea, and perils by land, as 
he goes to visit the people whose welfare 
so deeply concerns him and his noble band 
of co-workers. Is it not time that the 
whole Christian church gave to China a 
more prominent place in her prayers? 
The paper which we inserted last month 
ought to cause great searchings of heart 
on all sides. Shall these millions perish ? 
Will the followers of Jesus long be satis
fied with the attempt to feed this nation 
of nations with the mere leavings of the 
feast P Should not the greatest number 
have the greatest efforts expended upon 
them? 

Special Se1·vices at tlie Tabei·nacle.
The whole of the past month has been set 
apart as usual for specie.I efforts to reach 
the unsaved. The campaign opened with 
a largely-attended and thoroughly hearty 
prayer-meeting at the Tabernacle on Mon-
1ay, the 3rd ult., followed by smaller meet-
1~gs for prayer simultaneously in forty. 
eight different districts on Wednesday, the 
.5t~. The co-pastor preached an appro
priate sermon from Proverbs iii. 17, on 
Thursday, the 6th, after which the evan
gel_istic choir met for practice ; and on 
Friday, the 7th, a meeting for ChristiE1n 
Workers was held and addresses were de
livered by Mr. Wm. Olney, Pastors Cuff 
and Stott, and the Evangelists. Each 
Saturday evening the warriors and recruits 
have met for prayer under the leadership 

of the elders of the church ; the Sonday 
morning and evening services have been 
well sustained by Pastors W. P. Lockhart, 
W. Stott,, J. P. Chown, A. G. Brown, and 
J. A. Spurgeon, and Mr. C. Spurgeon; and 
special meetings, conducted by Messrs. 
Clarke and Smith, of the College Society 
of Evangelists, assisted by Messrs. Fuller
ton and Chamberlain, of the Tabernacle 
Evangelists' Association, ha.ve been held 
on Sunday afternoons or week evenings for 
childre~, employe.t in factories, men en
gaged m the meat trade and their wives, 
coal men, porters, and their wives, domestic 
servants, young people, women only, 
employes in potteries, policemen, and rail
way men, the series including an ex
perience meeting for believers and the 
anxious, a meeting for praise, and another 
for converts and enquirers. 

We are too far away from the spot to 
hear as yet how the work is progressing ; 
but we know that the battle is the Lord's, 
and that he is in the midst of the camp, 
and therefore we have no fear as to the 
result. As far as news has reached us to 
the time of writing, it has been, " All is 
well." and therein we rejoice and praise 
our gracious God. Those who are privi
leged to take part in holy efforts ought 
to think themselves highly favoured, for 
the day may come when, laid aside from 
actual service, they will envy those whQ 
keep the doors of the Lord's house. To 
wash the feet of the meanest servant of 
the great King is a high honour, and he 
may well congratulate himself who is per
mitted such an indulgence. To be present 
at the festival which greets returning 
prodigals is a still more joyous privilege, 
and those who are denied it have to be 
thankful when even the distant sounds of 
the music and dancing charm their ears. 

COLLEGE.-During the past month Mr. 
E. Small has accepted the pastorate of the 
church at l',farkyate-street, Herts. Our 
two brethren at the Medical Mission, Cow
gate, Edinburgh, appear to be progressing 
with their studies most happily. We 
trust that when their term is over our 
Missionary Society will find in them tho
roughly efficient labourers . 

Removals, ,S·c.-Mr. C. A. Davis is leav
ing Grosvenor-street Chapel, Manchester, 
for Zion Chapel, Bradford. We are sorry 
for our Manchester friends, but we heartily 
congratulate Bradford upon obtaining the 
services of our beloved brother whose con
tributions to our magazine are so valuable. 
:IIr. J. S. Bruce has returned to pastoral 
work at Campsbourne Chapel, Hornsey; 
and Mr, W. L. Lang, of Balham, has 
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accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Ebenezer C:hapel, Southsea. 

Mr. G. Wein~ight, late of Waterbeach, 
has remo'l'ed to Stockton-on-Tees; Mr. 
R. J. Middleton,late ofWatchet, is goinR 
to Great Torrington, Devon ; Mr. C. T. 
Johnson is le11nng Long Eaton for Long
ton, Staffordshire; and Mr. S. Skingle 
has left Stele) bridge in order to form a 
Baptist church at Mossley, near Man
chester. 

We learn from Canada that Mr. R. 
Holme8, late of Belfast, has been recog
nized as the pastor of the church at 
Minesin1<, Ontario; from Australia that 
Mr. E. Yaughan, late of Surrey-lane, Bat
tersea, has accepted the unit.d pastorate 
of the churches at South Rhine, Eden 
Valley, and Seit Creek; and from Ame
rica that Mr. G. Boulsber bas remond to 
Belle ,1lle, Iron Co., Missouri. 

EnNGELisrs.-llf essrs. Smith and Clarke 
spent the lait fortnight in Jnnuary at 
Great G1·im,,b!J, where their services were 
greatly blessed, as indeed they have been 
at every place they have visited. Our 
brother Lauderdale's large Tabernacle was 
crowded on the first Sunday evening, and 
1.000 persons remained after the close of 
the senice to pray for the divine blessing 
on the work. The largest Wesleyan 
Chapel had been secured for the afternoon 
for an address to children by Mr. Smith; 
but it was not nearly able to hold the 
crowds that sought to ~nter. A similar 
senice was held the following Sunday 
afternoon in the Baptist Tabernacle, and 
this also proved such a grand success that 
the V\7 esleyan friends requested Mr. Smith 
w address their children &gain in another 
part of the town. He readily consented 
on condition that a coUection was m•de 
for the College Evangelists' FUDd. To 
this the committee most cheerfulJy agreed, 
BIid £8 was contributed. The J>lace was 
so crowded that a second service was 
obliged to be arranged. 

The first week evening conl!'regation 
-was supposed to number· about 800, and it 
gradually increased UDtil 1,300 or 1,400 
-were prese11t each night, while on Sundays 
1,700 or more were packed into the build
ing, and bundnds were UDable to gain ad
mi.sion. The services were full of power 
from the commencement, but it was not 
UDtil the second week that the blessing 
-was realized in its fulnes~. Enquirers not 
only remaim,d in great numbers to the 
after mteLings, but the Evangelista were 
sought at all huure of the day by those who 
had bten awakened, or by Christians .,ho 
-wanted them to speak to their friendi. and 

relatives who had been reached by the 
word. Many most cheering cases of con
version were witnessed at the services, or 
in the homes of rich and poor Rlike. 

On Mondar, 27th, our brethren held a 
mitl-day service at the dticks, where the 
sonnd of the trumpet soon gathered to
gethfr a vast crowd of fishermen, flsh
merchants, smack-owners, and dockyard 
men of every description. 'l'he Spirit 
mightily helped both speaker and singer, 
and the Lord enabled them to become very 
succeFsful "fishers of men." Mr. Clarke 
told one man that they had come to try to 
win souls for the Master. "Oh," said he, 
"I'll soon catch you some fine soles." Not 
many days after he rejoiced· that the 
goFpel net had caught him. The fish
merchants showed their gratitude to the 
Evangelists, and Mr. Lauderdale, by in
viting them to dinner; and all over the 
place there was " no Fmall stir." When 
the time ea.me for them to leave they werG 
entreated to stay longer, and accordingly 
Mr. Smith remained for Sunday and .Mon
day, February 2 and 3, when the congre
gations were, if possible, larger than ever;. 
at least if no more could be packed inside, 
more had to be turned away after the 
place was crowded in every nook and 
corner. 

Our readers may be pleased to see an 
extract from a letter which Mr. Smith has 
received from a missioz,ary in Jamaica., 
who like him praises the Lord with the 
cornet. 

"St. Jean D' Acre Mission House, 
Alexandria, P.O., 

Jamaica, West Indies, 
December 23rd, 1878. 

"Mr. Manton Smith. 
"Dear brother in the Lord,-! am a 

missionary in the above-named island,
have been here for four years, having a 
veiy large sphere of labour among t~e 
negroes, or freed slans. The Lord 1s 
doing a very blessed work here at present, 
souls are being saved, and the numb~rs ~f 
anxious ones are more than can be 1nd1-
vidually sroken to; but those who are 
already decided are being brought out for 
the work. I have just re1urned a few 
weeks ago from II visit to England, where 
I had the pleasure of heariog you with 
your cornet leading the sioging, and I 
blessed the Lord from my hvart to see how 
be used even this means fur bringing the 
people together to hear the glad tidings of 
s1<lvation. I brought out with me a great 
number of your hymn-books, 'Flowers and 
Fruits of Sacred Song.' I am delighted 
with them, and so are the pe,ople. l hf:Lve 
disposed of all I had, and am sendmg 
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liome for 2,000 more. We use them e.t 
tho gospel meetings, e.nd it would cheer 
your bee.rt, I e.m sure, to hear 1,500 
black people, e.s we have often, singing, 
• On to the conflict,' or, ''Twill not be 
long.' They sing them with every muscle 
in their borly. Music is n wonderful at
traction with the negroes, nnd being of a 
rousice.l turn, it has been very much in 
my favour in getting hold of them. I play 
some six or eight different instruments, 
but my favourite is the cornet-a-piston, of 
which I have a very good silver-plated 
one. . . Praying that the Lord may 
very greatly bless you and Mr. Clarke in 
the work to which you are called. With 
much love in our risen Lord. 

"I am, dear Mr. Smith, 
Ever yours in Christ, 

"J. JOHNSTON.'' 
The Committee of the Society of Evan

gelists has just completed the arrange
ments for the next twelve months' work 
by Messrs. Clarke and Smith. The fol
lowing is the list :-March 2 to 7, West 
Croydon; 15 to 28, Boston ; April 12 to 
28, Bacup; May 10 to 25, and June 7 to 
22, West Riding, Yorkshire, Leeds, etc.; 
August 9 to 25, Blackpool; Sept. 7 to 21, 
Burnley; Oct 5 to 19, Stafford; Nov. 2 
to 16, and 29 to Dec. 15, East Riding 
Yorkshire, Hull, etc.; January, 1880, 
Shoreditch Tabernacle; and February, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

Friends are earnestly requested not to 
,seek to fill up any of the vacant dates, as 
they have been sacredly set apart, after 
mature consideration, for the rest which is 
absolutely needed, if tbe Evangelists are 
to have the physical, mental, and spiritual 
strength that is required for their happy 
but wearing work. If we only bad the 
funds we might easily double our pre
sent staff of workers ; and the eager
:ness of the pastors and churches to obtain 
their help, and the success with which the 
Lord everywhere crowns the work, prove 
!hat the supply of qualified Evangelists 
1s not anything like equal to the deme.nd. 
When will the Lord's stewards see that 
this Society presents to them one of the 
·best conceivable investments for their 
Lo~d's money? Evangelists une.tt11cbed, 
as m a certain ce.se which has been in the 
newspapers, may be objects of doubt ; but 
where brethren are connected with the 
ehu~ches and work under trustworthy di
rec!1on, there ce.n be no question about 
their usefulness. This work is of the 
Lord, and the money for it will come one 
we.y or another. This we dare not doubt. 

Applications for the services of Messrs. 
-Clarke and Smith, after Feb1-uary, 1880, 

must be sent direct to ·the Committee of 
the Pastors' College Society of Evangelists, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, not later than 
the first week in September, VI hen it is 
proposed to fix the engagements for the 
following year. 

Mr. Burnham's visit to Gloucestershire 
in January is already bearing good fruit. 
He was engaged at Malmesbury and its 
adjacent villages, Brokenboro' anrl Cors
ton from the 6th to the I 8 th, A vening 
from the 1:lth to the L3th, Woorlchester, 
16th to 19th, and Minchinha.mpton 20th 
to 26th. 

At Malmesb1try, Mr. Mumford, the Mo
ravian minister, and Mr. Rees, of Chip
penham, gave addresses one evening, and 
at the close of the Sunday night service 
Mr. Burnham saw several anxious en
quirers in the vestry. The correspondent 
who sends us these particulars adds, 
"Were I in a few words to want to give a 
resume of Mr. Burnham's work, I should 
say that in the meetings all he says is 
good, and tends to draw reluctant souls 
to Christ : his voice in singing, too, is 
exceedingly nice, but above all this one 
cannot be with him at home, or in the 
meetings, without catching the spirit of 
consecration that possesses him ; he never 
seems to tire as long as anything can be 
done in any way for the Master." 

Pastor E. Edginton reports "delight
ful meetings" at Avening, good congrega
tions in spite of very inclement weather, 
and some present whom he had never 
seen in the chapel before. In his letter 
he says, "Mr. Burnham's visit has much 
cheered the pastor, who la.hours amidst 
quiet but determined opposition. I sin
cerely hope we may have the privilege of 
his services at some future time." 

Our brother Kidner writes from ,llin
chinlia11ipton: "The result of Mr. Burn
ham's services is very encouraging. I 
am more than ever convinced of the 
value of s-inging as an auxiliary to preach
ing the gospel, and that our President 
took a wise step when he set men a.part 
for evangelistic work who have the gift of 
song. Our brother's singing has pro_ved 
useful in attracting 'them that are with
out.' '\Ve prayed before he came that the 
windows of heaven might be opened, and 
a blessing poured down upon the word 
spoken and sung, and God was pleased to 
answer our prayers above our expecta
tions. The children's service on Sunday 
afternoon was one of the best, and at 
night the crowning blessing of the week 
was bestowed. Twenty-six remained at 
the close for an enquirers' meeting, four
teen of whom had been impressed during 
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Mr. Burnharn's visit. One is already pro
posed for membership, and many others 
gi..-e decided uidence of com·ersion. The 
Lord bless our brother where,·er he may 
labour os hl' hos blessed him here, and 
even more abundantly." 

Mr. Burnham hos, since his return from 
Gloucestershire, held services at Highgate, 
Ecton, Bedford, Broughton, Isle of Thanet, 
and Forncett. For this month he is en· 
gaged at Morcott and neighbourhood, 

Ruts.; Bures, and Sudbury, Suffolk; nnd 
Halsteod, Essex. Applications for his 
services ajtri· llfay nea:t should be ad
dressed to C. H. Spurgeon, Nightingale 
Lane, Dalham. S.W. 

Cor1·ect·ion.-A corresi;>ondent points 
out that our statement m last month's 
Notes, that "It is but a few months ngo 
since Baptists had neither place nor name 
in Cape Co/011y " was not quite correct. 
We should have said Cape Town. 

f asto-rsf Qt.01Itgt1 ~tfro~.olihttt ~ahtrmrdt. 
Statement of Receipts f1°o'lli Janua1·y 20tli, to J,'eb1·11a1·y 19th, 18i9. 

Mni. Dring ... 
Mni. Fitzgt,rald ... ... . .. 
A few S~rmon Readers, Swansea 
Mr. C. W. Roberts... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Parry ... 
Mr. Edwlil"d Turner -• 
A.B.J. . .. 
Mr. Searle ... 
Mr. R. Gillespie 
Mr. J. Thomas 
Mr. J. Hughes ... 
:Mr. and Mrs. J. llleaci 
lllr. G. Elder 
S. S. Absolwn 
Miss Gough_ 
E.F.G. 

£ s. d. 
0 .ill 
2 0 0 
l O 0 
3 S 0 
l O 0 
5 0 0 
l O 0 
l O 0 
l O 0 
2 10 O 
l 10 0 
2 2 O 
1 0 0 
0 3 O 
0 5 0 

Per Mr. Keddie . .. . .• 
Mrs. and Miss B. Maldon ... 
Mr. J. 0. Cooper, per Mrs. Withers 
Collected by Miss Jephs ... ... . .. 
Collection at Long Eaton, per Rev. C. 

T. Johnson ... ... ... ... 
Collection at Victoria Place, Paisley, 

per R£v. J. Crouch . . .. . .. 
Collection at Romney Street, per Rev. 

B. Tarrant ... ... ... ... 
Weckly Offerings at lllet. Tnb., Jan. 19 

,. 26 
Feb. 2 .. ,, 9 

,, 16 

£ s. d. 
0 5 0 
0 8 0 
l 1 0 
1 5 0 

1 4 0 

4 

1 18 0 
28 0 9 
12 3 8 
25 14 6 
28 0 9 
29 4 6 

~=-rurp.a 
so 0 0 
10 0 0 
l O o 

£197 9 7 
J.:B.C. 

jtadtfutll @rgqmmgt. 
Btatemtmt of Reoeipt, frona January 20th to Peb1"1tary 19th. 

Mrs. Goodson 
lldr. Sulli'l"an ..• 
Mrs. White ... 

:~ ~J;..·, per 1f;v. n:·xnsscll 
:Ma.ster :Brightwell .. 
Miss Dixon .. 
Mr. McCe.ig ... 
Mr. Roberts .. 
M.r& Fitzgerald 
lllr. J. Hiscocks 
Mn. Walton ... ... ... . .. 
0 Every Little Helps;' " Y." .. . . .. 
lt{:ss Brine's "Young Vlomen's Bible 

Class, Hawkhurst ... 
Messrs. Wills and Packham 
lllr. C. W. Roberts... ... ... ... 
Free Church Sunday School, Fort Wil· 

liam •.. 
lie'<. E. J. Farley ... 

~~ J ~~~:e~· ~~e Mi~i-on Sun~Y 
School, Gow·ock ... 

Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Parry 

t~~;:il!;b.es to"·;.i,,...;··in th~ gooii 
wurk ... 

Mr. J. F. Yeats 
Thomas ... 
Mr. J. lia<lcock ... ,.. ... . .. 
A Trifle f.rom an Orphan... •- ... 
A Thhnl.ufl'ering for }'rayer Answered 
Mrs. Gu.Jrgc... . .. 
Mr. J. l'eace Jones 
)lr. Wiilic1rn Ronald 
Mr. Ed~ard 'l'urrn:r 
Mr. J olln J ohllotou 

£, s.d. 
0 2 6 
0 S 9 
l 2 0 
O JO 2 
0 10 0 
0 S 5 
0 3 6 
0 l 9 
0 0 6 
1 0 0 
l 7 10 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 

O 16 0 
5 0 0 
s s 0 

O 10 0 
5 0 0 
l 0 0 

0 13 6 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 

O 10 0 
10 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 II 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 15 0 
l 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 3 0 

lll. ... ... . .. 
llletropolitan Store ... 
A.H.J. ... . .. 
lllr. E. J. Upward ... 
Miss Emery ... .. , 
Miss llailey, <.:alne ... 
Mrs. Ewan .. . 
Mr. Searle ... ... ... ... ... 
Legacy, late Mrs. Elizabeth Cox, per Mr. 

Walter ... ... ... ... ... 
Mr. J. Clarke, per Rev. W. Williams ... 
Mrs. Raybould ... 
Mr. P. W. Smith ... 
Mr. Robert Gillespie ... 
Ba!beath Sunday School. .. 
Mr. T. Lewis ... ... 
A Poor Woman, South Wales 
Mrs. Padgett .. , .. . . .. . .. 
Mr. Joseph Thomas ... ... . .. 
Eythorne, Ashley, and Jfastry Sunday 

Schools 
M. G.... ... 
Colonel White 
Mr. G. Elder 
Miss Gough... ... 
Mr. aud .Mrs. Sangster ... ... ... 
Chrutmas Donations from the Readers 

of the " Christian Herald ·• 
lllr. J. Grange 
E.F.G. ... . .. 

Per Mrs. Wither.:
Mr. J. Morris 
Mr. J. 0. Cooper 
ll1r. llanis ... 

Widow's Mite 
Mr. J. Clark ... 

1 0 
l I 0 
0 JO 0 

£ s. d. 
l 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
Ii 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 0 
5 5 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 G 
1 1 0 
0 2 0 
l 1 0 
2 10 0 

2 5 7 
4 0 II 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 

11 18 5 
0 0 6 

30 0 0 

2 12 0 
0 JO 0 
1 l 0 



OOLPORTAGE ASSOOIATION. 

Per Mr. Ch•rleswortb ;-
Service• of Song-

Melton MowbrRy 
Leicester 
Derby ... 
Northampton 
Highgnto .. 
Mr. A. Doggoll ... 
Shavings and Chips 
J. A., Byerley (nnnunl) ... 
Sunday School, Sitting-

bow·ne ... ... . .. 
Smith nnd Clarke, Profits 

£ s. d. 

2•1 7 JO 
23 2 0 
9 10 0 

21 0 0 
3 0 0 
~ 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 I O 

9 

of Photographs ... 0 15 3 

oi':r':ii! Jlo:.~• c~-I~ecti~~ 
Pillar Box at Orphanago 

Oatee ... ... .,. 

Annual Subacription, :
Mr. J. Watte 
Mrs. E. JRmes 
Mr. Banister 

Per F. RT.:-
Mr. Cammack (3 months) 
Dr. A. C. Air ... . .. 
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£'·d. 

9 8 8 

2 17 9 
--- IOI 10 3 

0 
0 
0 

0 15 0 
2 2 0 

£265 0 1 

Orpho.n Boys' Collecting Card., (Christmas Offering) :-Baker, T., 3s 2d; :Barrett, 5• 6d; :Bluntach, 
W.,. 3d; Bow tell, E., £2 lOe; Brock, H., 5s; Ilurnett, H., 2s 7d; ColeI!lan, J., 13s; Corye, F., 10s; 
Da.vts, W., 3d; Fletcher, C. H., 5a; French, E., ls 8d; Goodger, ls; Hewitt, W., 5s 6d; I-hcks, A., 6d; 
Hadden, H., 2a 6d; King, H., lOs; Ncarn, J., 6s Od; Oliver, '.f., Ila; Pearce, T., 5s 6d; Ruff'head, F., 
2s; Rigby, J., 3s Bd; Stotesbury, W., 3s 6d; Smith, B., 6s; Tyler, W., !Os; Weatherby, J. H., !Os; 
Webb, C., ls Sd; White, S., 13s 2d.-Total, £9 Bs Bd. 

List of Presents, per Mr. Charleaworth.-PRov1s10Ns :-Sack of Flour. Mr. Nutter; Sack of Flour, 
Mr. Nye; some Vegetsbles, Mr. A. Parker; 120 Eggs, Janet Ward; a Turkey, Mr. Tubby. 

OLOTBING :-40 pairs Boys' Boots, J. B. Bradshaw; 150 Ties, Mis~ Farrant; 5 pairs Stockings, 3 pairs 
Cuffi-, Miss A. Leeder; 11 pairs Cuffs, Miss Smith; 18 pairs Cuffs, Miss Lottie Grove. 

SUNDRIES :-250 Copies" Boys' Own Paper/' Religious Tract Society. 
Fo11 SALE Roo>1 :-2 Cushions, Miss A. Leeder. 

~.oiu.ortagt ~S!todnfi.ott. 
Statement of Receipts f1·om Jani1a171 l9tli to Februa,71 l7tli, 1879. 

S11bacriptio,aa and Donations for Districts :- . Subscription, and Donations to the Generrzl 
R. Collins, jun., Esq., for 1878, and on £ s. d, Fund. 

account for 1879, for High Wycombe 7 O O 
Collected for Ludlow, by Miss Fitzgerald 2 7 0 
Nottingham District, per Rev, E. J. 

Silverton ... . .. 
North Wills District 
11acup District ... . .. 
Great Yarmouth District ... .. . 
S.S. Mander,Esq., Wolverhampton .. . 
Iron bridge District ... 
J. Cory, Eaq., for Castleton 
Rhyl District . . . ... ... 
G. H. Dean, Esq., for Sittingbourne 
Oxfordshire Asnociation, for Stow 
Longeaton District... . .. 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
10 O 0 
S O 0 

Birmingham Town Mission, pc~ Re:_;: 
M. Hill ... ... ... • .. 125 0 0 

£229 7 0 

Mr. J. Hector ... 
The Misses Challinor 
H. B. Frearson, Esq. 
A.H.J. ... . .. 
D. J. Leech, Esq .... 
E.F.G. ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Parry 
Mr. R. Gillespie 
Colonel \\'bite 
Miss Gough ... 

EaaATt1>1.-South Wilts District, £3 2s. 6d., printed twice la.st month. 

j.o.cittu LTf @bangtlisfa. 
Statement of Receipt, /1·0111 Januai·y 20th, to Feb1"1uwy 19th. 

£ "· d. 
Mre. J. H. Dyer ... 1 l<J O 
A Friend at New Cross . .. I O 0 
Mr. J. R.11ayley ... ... I O 0 
Stamps sent to Mr. Spurgeon O 10 0 
Mr. Thomas R. 5 u 0 

Mr.A.De..-ar 
Colonel White 
E.F. G. ... 
Great Grimsby 

Mrs. Raybould 1 U 0 
Mr. R. Gilleepie ___ 2 __ 0_0 ______ _ 

£ •. d. 
1 0 0 
I O o 
7 10 0 
1 l I} 

.. 10 0 0 
10 0 0 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

£32 16 I} 

£ s. d. 
0 :? 6 
0 10 0 

20 0 0 
2S I 0 

£6ll 13 6 

Friends s1111d·ing p,·esents to tlle O1'J)l11inage a,·e earnestly requeated to let their 
names o,• init-ials accompany tlie same, 01· me cannot p1·opei·ly _ackno,vledge tlte,n; a11d 
also to w-ite Mr. Sp1trgeon if no acknorvledgment is sent 1vitliin a n·ee_k. . 

Snbsc, .. i-,tions 1vill be thankf1elly rece-ived by C. H. Spurgeo·!t, N,glit-rngale La11e, 
Ballta'Tlt. • Should any sums be 1111ack1101vledged in this list, f1·1ends a,·e 1·1,q ue.~ted to 
w1'ite at once to J1fr. Sp111·geo11. Post Office O,·ders. should be made payable at the 
Chief Office, London, to C. H. Sp1111'geon. 
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lgt Jpurgtan itsthua11htl. 
The followin,r li•t co!'tsins thoee oontrlbntions only which have been received In caeh by the Trea

~urers, not. th?P-e promu;e,d fln_d ~np~1d, nor tho~ mRde to S~ll l{ecpers, _e.nd invested in goods for tho 
~aznur, of wh1ch I\ £-cparnte hst 18 ~ven. The 1 reasurcr,- des1rc to be ndVlsed of any errors or omissions 

The Tremmrc>rs will be glad to receive the sumB promised, Rnd any further conti-ibutione of friend~ 
...-ho may wish to add their names to the "list of love." 

Amount received to Febni,a,-y 19tli, 18i9, 
SECOXD LIST. 

:'.llr .. T. l'>foynn.rd 
Mrs. Fox ... 
Mr .. l. llal"r<'tt 
:!llr. JI. lJatchelor 
~fr. J. Smith 
Mr. Alfred Doot 
Mrs. Ai;utta 
Mr. G. Gold•ton 
Mr. J. Francis 
Mr. R. Miller ... 
Mr. R. Abrahams .. . 
Mr. C. Warers .. . 
Re<". F. A. Powell .. . 
Miss M. A. Gilbert... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Parry ... 
A Friend, per Mr. C. A.diem ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Denham. •• 
Mr. M. C. Hardy 
Mr. G. M. Babbich 
Mr. Whittle_ 
Mrs. Brand... ... ... . .. 
An Invalid Lady, pet Dr. J. Grieve 
Mr. R. J. Scott 
Mr. B. Alr.tem 
Mr.J. Evans 
Mr. B. T. Mo.son 
Mr. W. Ellis ... 
Mr. B. Littler _ 
lllr. Charles Stapdy 

.£ s. d. 
s o n 
0 7 6 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 0 
25 0 0 

l l 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 0 
I 0 0 
0 1 6 
2 0 0 
2 0 
1 0 0 
2 10 O 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
l 1 O 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 0 

Mr. R. Hanbury ... . .. 
Per Rev. W. H.J. Page:-

Mr. T. Harris ... . .. 
Miss Bailey ... 
Mr. Chappell 

Mr. J. Smith 
Mrs. Stew-art 
Mr. Ackland 
Mr. Pollard ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Keeley 
Mrs. E. James ... 
Mr. S.Brown 
Mr. J. Edwards 
Mr. A.Knell 
Mrs. Horn .. 
Mr. W. C. Jones 
Mrs. Donser ... 
Mr. Clements 
Mr. J. Green ... . .. 
Collected by Miss Gough ... 
Mr. G. H. Ma.son ... . .. 

The Bazaar-Net Result ... 
Total of First List ..• 

Total to 19th Februa.ry, 1879 

l 0 
l O O 
O 10 0 

£ s. d. 
60 0 0 

2 11 0 
0 10 0 
l O 0 
l l 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
l 1 0 
l O 0 
5 0 0 
O 5 0 
5 0 0 
l l O 
0 10 0 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 
I 0 0 

50 0 0 

210 19 6 
2B.il 15 7 
8082 3 8 

£6119 18 9 

:Errata, First List---C. Olld S. Dear should be C. and S. Dew-, £1 ls. Miss Wright, £26 5s., sb.ould be, 
collected by Miss Wright. 

. lgt u jgurgtan l.eidimanhtl'' ~Httttr. 
Gross Ilooeipts at tlte Stalls supplied and conducted by 

£ s. d. 
The Deacons ... 685 18 3 
'.fhe Elders ... ... ... . .. ... 13 7 O 6 
Ministers and Students of the College 239 8 4 
Tabernacle Sunday School ... 186 10 0 
Stockwell Orphanage ... ... . .. 141 lG 1 
Collei,e Evangelists-Messrs. Clarke Olld 

Smith -• _ ... ... 50 0 0 
Flower Mission-Miss Higgs ... . .. 161 13 0 
"United Bible Claeses-Messrs. Perkins, 

Bowker, and White ... ••• ... H 8 4 
Training Class-Mr. Goldston ... ... 3~ 5 ll 
Mr. Bartlett's Class ... • ... ..• 72 8 9 
Home and Foreign Missionary Working 

Society . .. . . . ... . . . .. . 171 19 
Ta~emacle Evangelistic Society-Mr. ~ 

Elvin ... ... ... ... ... ,0 O 9 
E,·angelistic Choir-Mr. Frisby... ... ~3 10 7 
llutcbers' Festival Committee-Mrs. 

Matthews and Mr&. Clayton ... • .. 119 19 0 
Country Eva.ngeli.etic :Mi,sion ... li 3 3 
Mansfield Street Sunday School... .. . 90 5 2 
Richmond Street Mission... ... ... 23 7 2 
Framed Photographs of the "Spurgeon 

Famil~" ... ... ... ... ... 38 II G 
Mre. Alli•on and Class •. , 159 lU 4 
Mrs. Ashling 27 14 7 
Mrs. Morgan 19 18 0 
Mr,. Mansell 6i H 4 
Mro. May 60 ]9 7 

Mrs. Rndd ... ... . .. 
Mrs. Withers (Reading) ... 
Miss Passmore ... . .. 
Mrs. Carr and Mrs. Scott ... 
The .Misse• Crumpton 
Miss Ivimey .•• 
Miss Wade .. . 
Miss Brook .. . 
Mr. Fisher ... ... . .. 
Messrs. Huckle and Woods 
Mr. and Mrs. Gwillim 
Grocery St.all 

£ e. d. 
13 0 0 
70 0 3 
~5 14 9 
70 13 JO 
0:1 18 2 
29 o 4 
30 3 4 

9 15 8 
3~ 11 4 
4ll 3 9 
21) 0 0 
61 3 1 

£3193 0 2 
Exhibition ot Edison 'e Phonograph . . . 20 o 0 
Tickets for admission ... 250 14 3 

£3463 14 5 
Deduct Erpenditnre, viz. : - Cost of 

Stalls (Timber, Cloth, and Labour), 
Decorations, Gas, Attendance, Com .. 
missariat, Advertizing, Printing, Post
ages, Carriage of Parcels, &c. ; also 
Hire of Rooms, an<! of Edison'• Pho-
nog-raph ... All 18 10 

Net result "" £2851 10 7 



THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

APRIL, 1879. 

" And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth wu an olive 
leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth."
Genesi.~ viii. I 1. 

D
HIS is the first mention of the olive in the Scriptures, and it 

is the most widely known and remembered. It is possible 
that from this incident the olive has been selected as the 
emblem of peace; otherwise it were difficult to see a reason 
in the nature of things why the laurel should en wreath the 

warrior's brow, and the olive should be sacred to peace. 
A dove bearing a considerable olive branch is frequently represented in 

various pictorial forms as the emblem of peace, and yet the idea is absurd 
in itself, and is not found in the text. We have seen a dove depicted as 
carrying quite a bough in its mouth, whereas the Scripture says only 
« an olive leaf;" and at the utmost the meaning of the term cannot be 
€xtended beyond a very small tender twig. We prefer to keep to our 
authorized version and read it" leaf." No dove could pluck off even a 
small branch from an olive ; we have found by experiment that it 
requires quite a tug to separate a twig, and even if a considerable branch 
could be plucked off by a dove the bird could not fly off with it. It is 
true that, according to Virgil, .2Eneas bore an olive branch aloft, as 
the symbol of peaoe; but it is not with Virgil, but with Moses, that 
we have now to do; and we are not dealing with a chieftain in whose 
hand a branch was appropriate, bnt with a dove or pigeon, which has 
no appliances for carrying such a load. It would be well if painters 
and sculptors, and all of us, were a little more careful in our readings 

11 
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of the word of God. Among scholars a man is expected to give his 
clasRical quotations with literal accuracy, and nothing less should be 
expected from those who make extracts from the Bible or use its inci
dents as subjects for art. The inspired narrative cannot be improved 
up0n. and some of its richest meanings may be lost by false renderings. 

Noah had received mercy from the Lord so as to be saved when all 
the rest of mankind were destroyed, and he looked forward confidently 
to the time when his bounds should be enlarged, and he should come 
forth out of the ark. That he should do so was implied in the cove
nant which God had made with him, though we do not read it in so 
many words. He and his sons, and the creatures saved with them, 
-were "to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth" (Genesis vii. 3), 
and this was tantamount to a. promise that they were to repeople the 
desolate world. Moreover, the food which had been stored at divine 
command in the ark was gradually being consumed, and the patriarch 
knew that the Lord did not preserve his family and the various animals 
from drowning in order to destroy them by famine ; and that, therefore, 
ne mnst intend to dry up the waters and give liberty to the captives. 

Thus assured, Noah expect€d the assuagement of the waters, and 
wanted no sign that it would eventually come to pass. So far from 
this, he felt so certain that the deluge would depart that he sent out a 
raven 10 see if the subsidence of the waters had already happened, 
and when he obtained no positive inrormation by that messenger he sent 
forth a dove; and when the dove returned weary, and he thns knew that 
Ehe had discm·ered no dry spot to rest upon, he waited another week 
:rnd sent forth the same far-sighted and swift-winged bird a second 
time. He had no doubt the assuagement would come according to the 
implied promise, he only desired some token that it had actually 
occurred, and that he might avail himself of the result. Here is a 
lesson for ns as to tokens for good. It would be sinful to ask fur 
signs and wonders, refusing to believe without them; but when we do 
belieTe that the Lord will fulfil his promise it may even be a proof of 
our faith if we look out for evidences that he is doing so. 

Proofs of the divine truthfulness we may not demand, but signs of the 
divine working we onght to look for and expect. The olive leaf plucked 
off did not prove that God would keep his covenant, but that he was 
already doing so in one of its important particulars. We may ask the 
Lord to show ns a sign that he is working with us and in us, and the 
Lord may graciously vouchsafe us special seal~ and evidences of grace. 
Our text may be serviceable to us in reference to the matter of tokens 
and signs. 

First, we note that in Noah's caae the token was sought for. Noah 
" sent forth a dove from him." He might have patiently waited till 
the Lord had opened the window, but he is never blamed for having 
opened it himeelf. Some professors conceive that all activity is con
trary to faith, and their teaching virtually amounts to doing nothing 
for fear we should interfere with God. Such teaching is not the rnle 
of God's word. In some things we must be quiet, and never move a 
finger: Lhe Lord shut the do01' of the ark, and Noah never thought of 
opening it or going out of it till he had a divine comman~ ; but such 
was no~ the case with the window; the Lord did not shut 1t, therefore 
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Noah not only felt free to open it, but felt bound, as God had given 
him his senses, to use them, and send out proper birds, by whose fli<,h'; 
he might ascertain the condition of the earth. Believers are not to ~et 
like fools in order to prove their faith. To go up stairs and stretch 
one's self upon the sluggard's bed, and await the fulfilment of a pro
mise, may seem to be great faith, but snch a coarse of action hardly 
finds an illustration in the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews, which is 
rather a record of heroic action than of lazy expectancy. When a 
believer is in trouble let him trust in the Lord, and iet him also open 
the window and send out a dove to see how the Lord will deliver him. 
When he is in deep waters of soul-trouble let him rejoiee that he i~ 
safe in Christ Jesus, but let him also look out for signs of the enlarge
ment which the Lord has promised him. 

A prQtended humility bas led some men to say with Ahaz, " I will 
not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord; " but we dare not imitate his 
mock confidence, for we remember the answer of the prophet to him
" Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will yon weary my God 
also ? " We long to see the salvation which we are sure that the Lord 
bas given us. Our cry is that of the psalmist in the eighty-sixth 
Psalm-'' Show me a token for good ; " and, like Pa.al, we grea· ly 
rejoice that the Lord hath given to ns the earnest of the Spirit. It is 
not our d0nbting, bat our believing which excites in ns earnest longings 
to see the hand of the Lord at work with us and in ns ; therefore, we do 
not sluggishly wait for signs of the Lord's loving operations, but we 
seek them out diligently, and t11ke great plea.,ure therein. 

Secondly, we note that the token was sent of God. Who but he could 
have guided a silly dove to pluck off an olive leaf and bear it in her 
mouth ? The matter was simple, but the hand of the Lord was in it. 
Thus doth the Lord in great mercy send us cheering proofs of his 
gracious worliing by various means. A fleece of wool, a rustling in the 
tops of the mulberry trees, the speech of an adversary, or the meeting of 
a friend, bas each one served the Lord's purpose in cheering his saiuts; 
and in our own days out of the mouths of babes and sucklings he has 
ordained strength, and he has spoken to our hearts by the humblest in
strumentalities. Still doth· the Lord comfort those that are bowed 
down, still doth he apply his consoling word with power to the heart, 
still doth he manifest himself in special nearness, and still doth he 
work marvellous deliverances, that his believing people may be encou
raged in their peaceful confidence. Send forth, then, dear reader, your 
pure and humble desire, like a dove, and it shall return to you with 
somewhat from the Lord which shall yield you consolation. Even if it 
bring no token do not distrust your God. If the promise tarry wait 
for it, and never doubt it for a moment; still watch as well as wait, and 
send out the dove again, hoping that it will yet bring you the sign that 
God has appeared on your behalf. . 

When Noah obtained his desire the token was a small tl,i,ng. Only 
a leaf, and that an olive leaf which is not the greatest among 
leaves. Even thus a few words ~f Scripture applied ~ith power may 
prove to be the assuring sign of the Lord's presence with us. Tokens 
employed by lovers are not often bulky things: a riug, or a flower, or a 
pass-word may any one of them embody a world of meaning, and yet a 
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stranger will see nothing in the symbol. The secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, and their possession of that secret enables them to 
know what is meant by the white stone, and the new name, though these 
seem to be idle forms to the rest of mankind. Half a word, a look, or a 
breath from the Lord Jesus is enough to reassure the most troubled 
disciple. We ask no angelic messenger, or celestial revelation, or 
C'cstatic joy, or midnight vision, we only seek an inflowing of the sacred 
Spirit, a sense of our Bridegroom's love, a holy calm of soul in the time 
of tribulation, a manifest moving of providence on our behalf, or a pro
mise laid home to the soul, and with any one of these we will be as 
content as Noah was with the olive leaf. 

Small as it was, in it.self the wken was remarkably suggesti"ve and 
s11Jicwnt. It was not a leaf picked up floating upon the flood, but one 
which was'' plucked off;'' which proved that a Ii ving tree was standing out 
of the water. It was a leaf from a tree which does not flourish on the cold 
tops of the mountains, as a fir or a pine might do, but one which grows 
in the lower or warmer regions : this proved that the waters had not 
only receded from the summits, but from the sides of the hills. It was 
dear that a considerable portion of the earth was visible above the flood, 
since at least one olive tree was high and dry. This leaf was quite enough 
for Koab, he needed no further evidence: what seemed a trifle was in 
fact a testimony full of assurance to him. We may learn from this to 
seek sure evidences if we seek them at all. J obn says, " We know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren"; 
this appears to be a slight evidence, but yet, like the olive leaf, it is a 
conclusive one. He also tells us that "Hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we keep bis commandments''; this is by emotional pro
feEsors regarded as an almost legal matter, yet we may well be grateful 
if our conscience assures us that we can claim it: it is an olive leaf, 
and it betokens blessing. We must have no dead signs, we must have 
a leaf plucked from the living tree. We must not rest satisfied with 
anything short of that which in very deed and of a truth proves that 
the waters of wrath are assuaged. Mere excitement and transient joy 
are such carnal things as even the foul raven of presumption might carry 
to any man, we crave a surer token such as only the dove of repenting 
faith will ever bring to us. The witness of the Spirit within us is as 
simple a matter as the olive leaf, it is the sign of life springing up in 
the new world within us, a life which rises auove the element of death 
which when we were in a state of nature covered all our powers. 
Happy those who have this pledge and earnest of complete deliverance. 

The token brought t,o Noah by the dove was exceedingly precious. 
That one leaf was priceless, for it was as it were the guarantee of his 
l"il:ierty and his permit to possess the world. It is impossible to estimate 
the value which a renewed mind puts upon the Lord's love tokens. "Can 
a maid forget her ornaments ?" Can a soul forget the special favours 
which the Lord has bestowed upon it? No. We think the whispers of 
divine love to be sweeter than music, and the gifts of that love to be 
more precious than the gold of O,!Jhir. We lay up such things among 
our treasures, biding them away in our hearts as our true jewels. 
Marks of election, calling, regeneration, sanctification, and so forth, we 
would not exchange for the proudest distinctions which monarchs could 



THE OLIVE LEAF. 

put upon us. Especiall.v after seaRons of depre11sion are these things 
unutterably precious. When like Noah we have long floated on a sea 
of desolation, we have felt safe, but not at liberty, and like the prophet, 
we have cried, "I am shut up, and cannot come forth ; " and then the 
token of the Lord's presence has had a peculiar beauty in our eyes, since 
by it we knew that happier times were dawning, and the waters of 
grief were assuaging. The prayer of J abez has been ours, " 0 that the 
Lord would bless me indeed and enlarge my coast," and then has come 
to us the assurance of enlargement, and the sense of its near approach. 
Then have we sang with David, " I will be glad and rejoice in thy 
mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul 
in adversities; and hast not shut me np into the hand of the enemy: 
thou hast set my feet in a large room." 

Noah took the olive leaf and learned its lesson, bnt he did not live 
upon it; neither may we make signEI and evidences to be our spiritual 
meat. Christ alone is the food of the soul, and not tokens, however sure 
and consoling. To put the marriage jewels in the place of her loving 
husband would be no sign of a true-hearted wife, bnt the reverse. 
Wisdom in this case is profitable to direct. Neither did Noah act upon 
the token without a divine command, but waited obediently till the Lord 
said, "Go forth of the ark;" so also we must have no ruie of action but 
the mind of God, and never may we plead signs and tokens as an e_xcuse 
for wilfulne_ss. Such things have their places, bnt it is a subordinate 
one. Faith needs them not as proofs of the indisputable veracity of 
God, she looks for them only because they are the firstfruits of her 
harvest, the drops which herald the full shower of sacred liberalities. 
As a wife believes in her husband's love, needing no token to confirm her 
full confidence in it, and yet she is pleased when he gives marks of 
his affection, even so is it with us: we wait in faith upon the Lord alone, 
for our expectation is from him and our trust is in him, yet are we glad 
when we see the signs of bis working, and know of a surety that our 
troubles are being assuaged by his power. Best of all evidences of 
divine love is that grand work of grace which shall "bi to the Lord 
for a name, for an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off." When 
we go out with joy and are led forth with peace; when the mountains 
and the hills break forth before us into singing and all the trees of the 
field clap their hands; when in our hearts instead of the thorn springs 
up the fir tree, and instead of the briar the myrtle tree,-then we need 
no other tokens, for the great joy of the grand change are evidences 
enough that the Lord is there. All other true tokens are contained in 
this, and each one is precious. Sweet, exceeding sweet, to each recei,er 
is the olive leaf plucked off which tells of mercy prepareJ for each 
believer in the Lord's own time. 
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THR(}UGH the kindness of a friend who was intimately acquainted 

. with the Houghton miller, Potto Brown, having preached in the 
Y11lnge, we are enabled to give some original and striking- reminiscences 
of that eccentric but kind-hearted philanthropist. During the last few 
rn?nths a smal_I memorial of the goM_ miller's life has also been locally 
pnnted and e1rcnlateil, and from this source we may be tempted to 
sapplemenL the ana which have been supplied first hand. For a further 
notice of the memorial the reader will please refer to our reviews. 

The unveiling of a bust in memory of the late Mr. Potto Brown, of 
Houghton, near Huntingdon, was an event of more than local interest. 
Through his trade connections as a miller, and still more by his 
Christian philanthropy, he was known in many parts of the kingdom, 
and the influence of his name and example was great. 

Born at Houghton, Jnly 16th, 1797, he resided there till the close of 
his life in April, 1871. He made the place of his birth and residence 
an ohject of his continued care, and Houghton for generations to come 
will reap the fruit of his thought and generosity. 

That he was a thoroughly generous man is certain ; but his generous 
acts were often performed in such a manner as to hinder the perception 
of the benefit, by forcing the attention to the mode. 

A man of imperious will, great determination, strong memory, yet 
at the same time with very marked eccentricities, it is difficult to form 
a true estimate of his character and its results in bane or blessing to 
others. He declined to be counted impulsive. "What I do now is 
not the result of present thought, it may have been in my mind for 
three years." He puTposely made himself and his words a conundrum, 
and the utmost one could do was to make a guess at what he meant. 
Possibly he derived his peculiarities in part from his father, for it is 

• We are g1ad·of this article from another hand because our personal acquaintance 
with Potto Brown was somewhat slight, though we held him in high esteem. In our 
youth we preached at Houghton, and had the felicitous misery of being the good 
miller's guest. How he •bocked our Calvinistic propriety! But we gave him no 
qW1.rter as to what we remember denouncing as worthless theology. It was all fo.ir 
to speak very plainly to Mr. Brown, for he never minced matters himself. We 
recollect his telling us that our preaching was 1:ery 'IIJell /01· an apprentice boy, 
which was no doubt a correct estimate, but after be had spoken in that style we felt 
quite e.t home with him, and gave him a Roland for his Oliver without the slightest 
compunction. It was a battle royal, and both the old gentleman and the 'prentice 
boy grew sufficiently warm; but no scars remained on either combatant. Mr. 
Brown walked to Huntingdon with us in loving converRe.tion, and afterwards sent 
us Haldane's "Life," as a present, with his sincere regards; and we whom he had 
horrified with his doctrinal statements felt an inward drawing towards the bluff 
heretic. Lookin~ back over some six or seven and twenty years we venerate the old 
man's memory. !'-o doubt he purposely put forward his most outre views of doctrine 
on that occasion to draw out the youthful preacher, probably intending to set him 
rig lit on many points; but he had an unpromising youth to deal with, who had no 
fear of Potto Brown, or Professor Finney, or any other A rminian before his eyes, but 
held his own opinions with a firmness which interested and did not displease the 
gc,c,d hut eccentric miller, who had usually dealt with softer material, when criti
cizing the young gentlemen who preached in his chapel on Sundays. 
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told of Mr. Brown, sen., that he did and said strange things. One 
fact stated about him is full of humour. It was his custom on a 
Saturday afternoon to extract the teeth of thP, poor people gratis. On 
one occaijion a man, R- L-, went to have an offending fang removed. 
This man had an extremely large mouth, which he opened so wide as 
to make the old gentleman say, " Richard, thee need not open thy 
month so wide, I can stand outside and draw the tooth." 

It was on a September evening that I made the acquaintance of 
Potto Brown. It was not late when I arrived, but snpper was prepared, 
and I was supposed to be prepared with an appetite to do j nstice to the 
provision. 'l'here was much that impressed me in that first interview, 
both in the appearance and manners of mine host. After supper one 
of the maid-servants read a portion of Scripture at family worship; 
this they had to do in turn, no matter thongh half-a-dozen ministers 
might be present. It must have been a great trial to them, but one 
calculated to remove bashfulness. To me this was a great novPlty, and· 
I had several things to consider when I was ushered into the prophet's 
,chamber, which, by the way, was a very snag and convenient dormitory. 

On the next morning, at my descent, I received a greeting of ap
proval. "Well, sir, you are the first gentleman who has been down in 
time on Sunday morning." This said time I had been told was " eight 
o'clock by my clock in the kitchen, and that al ways gains a quarter of 
.an hour in the week, and I let it remain till after breakfast; then I set 
it right, that the servants may know the correct time to go to public 
worship." The company at breakfast was mine host and self. Directed 
to a seat at the head of the table, I was told, " That is your place; we 
.always make the young onPs wait on the old ones." Farther direction 
was given: "There are two eggs; we always provide two eggs for the 
minister's breakfast on Sunday morning because there is a large amount 
of phosphorus in eggs, and that acts on tile brain, and so we get better 
sermons." 

In my after acquaintance with him, and the people of the village, I 
was surprised to mark how much of his spirit ot independence and 
self-assertion had been communicated to others. He well knew the 
opinions which were frequently expressed concPrning him, for one day 
be said, "Have you seen M1·. H., who is ill?" "Yes." "That is all 
right; I went one day to see him, but I am not fit to go and see sick 
people, I am an old bear." 

He 0ould be very severe upon ministers, and he delighted to try them 
greatly. He had a dislike to the use of noLes or manuscript in the pul
pit, and he asked my opinion as to which was best, read sermo □ s or 
-extempore. I replied, "The laLter." "Then why do you read yuurs ?'' 
I meekly replied that, though I used notes, I did not read the sermons. 
"Then you look down u~on your book as though you did." A short 
time after that, at a small meeting for prayer, his first request was, 
"Lord, teach thy servant to hold his head up.'' 

I suggested that, as he could so well criticize preaching, he should 
himself occupy the pulpit, and show how he considered it ought to be 
done. He replied, '' I can't preach." '' Well, but you kno1v how it 
ought to be done, and you migbt give us an example." '' I remember," 
.he said, "that I did once preach a good sermon, for I had an audience 
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of sixteen persons, and fourteen of them went to sleep, so I know it 
was a composing sermon." 

The smallness of result in the way of apparent c,mversions was :i, 

source of complaint with him, "During the last few years I have spen!; 
£ I 000 here, and there has not been a soul conTerted ; now, if that 
money had been given to the W esleyans there would have been a, 
large number eaved, for they convert them at the rate of ten shillings 
per head." 

His expositions of the Scriptures were sometimes very literal. One 
text was frequently quoted by him. " It is more blessed to give than 
to receive," and by way of exposition he said, "Now, if I should do yoM 
a favour, I get the larger blessing, and you the smaller; therefore you 
ought to thank me, but I ought to thank you for giving me the oppor
tunity of doing you a favour, and so securing a blessing." As there is 
nothing better than to put theories to a test, I did so. Meeting him 
one day on horseback, I said, "Oh, I want to give you an opportunity 
of doing me a favour." The riding whip was shaken over my head~ 
and he said, "I will lay this about you, if you mock me in my words." 
"But seriously, I do." "Well, what is it you want?" "I want you 
to give me a few walnuts to pickle, not because of their value, bu~ 
of the difficulty of getting them here." "What do you call a few ? " 
" Two hnndred." " Oh, well, you know I don't like parting with my 
money when I can help it, but as to the walnuts, I can't eat them all., 
so yon are welcome to them." He sent me three hundred nuts. 

Students who happened to assume a little importance would receive no
mercy at his hands. One who is now a minister wonld well remember 
bow on a Sunday night aner preaching at some distance he came i11 
late. " Yon are late, sir." "Yes, Mr. -- wished me to go to his 
house after service." " Then you should not have gone, you should 
think ofmy groom, he has an hour's work to do to-night, cleaning his 
horse, etc." The good brother sat down to supper, and while he wag 
refreshing himself the old gentleman turned to me and said, "You 
1.'D.ow these young men go to college and they get a smattering of 
Greek, and then they come down to talk to our villagers, and they say 
'The common version is not correct, the Greek reads so and so,' and 
the people go to their homes and say, 'Why, onr parson said to-day, 
the Bible is not true.' " It was a study to see the expression of th0 
good brother, as stopping in thP, midst of his supper, with knife and 
fork on end, he peered at his tormentor over his spectacles. The look 
of amazement was seen, and then, changing the key, he went on," Bu,t 
yon know, sir, it is very important to know Greek, and to be weW 
educated for the ministry." 

There is a charming little story told of a student who was to have 
been met by the coachman at the railway station; I.Jut as that worthy 
was otherwise engaged, Mr. Brown drove there himself. The young 
man, not knowing who his companion was, indulged in the enquiry, 
"What sort of an old fellow is this Pot.to Brown ? " To which the 
other made answer, " Oh, a queer old fellow!'' Much of the same kind 
followed during the ride. Arrived at the house, the pseudo coachman 
rang the bell, took from the visitor the orthodox little black bag and 
umbrella, ushered him inside, and drove off to the stables. After 
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being conducted to his bedroom for an ablation, the student descended 
to the supper room, to meet the very man whom he had very freely 
criticised. Very small and uncomfortable must he have felt at the 
encounter ; and the intercourse must have been of a very constrained 
character after such a beginning. 

It; came to the knowledge of Mr. Brown that a man had been stei,,ling 
some cabbages from one of his fields. He sent for the man and pre
sented him with a piece of bacon to eat with the cabbages, at the same 
time telling him when he wished for any more, not to steal them, but 
to come and ask ! He was a favourite among the children, but their 
reverence for him was not always very great, for he told on one occa
sion how he had been followed b,Y a troop of them calling out,-

" Old Potto Brown 
All round the town." 

Instead of laying his stick about them, he said, "Come, my little dears, 
and have some sweets," and so took them into a shop, and bought a 
quantity of sweets to divide among them. 

Among his last works was that of erecting two pumps on the roadside, 
one and a half miles out of the village, on one was painted,-

" Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 
On the other,-

" All good is from God, all evil from the devil." 

His end was like his life, a struggle for the mastery. The one 
opponent he could not overcome is that which lays us all low, and 
so he passed away to be remembered by many until this day and in 
many days to come. 

We now turn to the little volume previously mentioned, the joint 
work of three authors, Messrs. Goodman, Tebbutt, and Dixon, while as 
an addition Dr. Allon's funeral sermon for Mr. Brown is also inserted. 

The opening chapter, "Mental and Moral Character," by Neville 
Goodman, M.A., Cambridge, might more correctly have been called " A 
History of the Browns from the Beginning to the Present Time,'' a fact 
for which all readers of the book will be thankful, because history rather 
than philosophy is the author's forte. Indeed, the opening paragraphs of 
Mr. Goodman's essay on "An Adult Man'' in general are almost too 
indigestible for our limited caparity; but after a little perseverance the 
entertainment becomes unexceptionally good so long as Mr. Goodman 
keeps to facts. In introducing to the reader a genial old gentleman 
like Potto Brown was it necessary to begin by dividing bis "powers 
and propensities" into " Atavism, Education, and Volition''? What 
would the old gentleman himself have said ? He was a friend of 
learning, but he liked everybody to move in the clear light of ~he 
valleys rather than to see them take ambitious flights to the tops of m1st
co~ered mountains. We can comprehend Mr. Goodman's fa?ts_: bis 
philosophy resembles autumn fog-while not perfectly opaque, it 1s not 
the most transparent of mediums. 

The Browns still flourish on both sides of the Atlantic; and their 
common ancestor, who was named Richard, left two sons, who emi
grated to the New World in the seventeenth century. Richard died iu 
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1664. Having become "convinced'' by a Quaker preacher, the family 
became Friends, though noL of the strictest kind, and Potto, the best 
known of the family, always retained the characteristics of his ancestry. 
Two sons went to America to settle on William Penn's new terr1torv; 
bnt another, named Daniel, was content to remain behind end tili a 
Northamptonshire farm. Potto Brown's grandfather, John, was a 
maltster, at Earith, Hunts, in the reign of George I., end he is said to 
have been the first and last of the family " who subjected himself to the 
discipline of the Friends by taking a wife from beyond the limits of the 
society." He remained sufficiently true to his principles, however, to get 
into the Court of Exchequer, and finally into the Fleet Prison, on 
account of scruples respecting the payment of tithes. A good-natured 
'fintner near the gaol sent Mr. Brown and his two companions in 
exile a quantity of wine '' to cheer their confinement," and a por
tion of this, which is still in the possession of the family, they have 
resolved not to uncork until tithes are abolished through the disesta
blishment of the Episcopal church. In the eighteenth century obsti
nate Quakers were sometimes cruelly dealt with by the self-seeking 
clergy, and a tenant sometimes found himself quite as hardly dealt 
with by a vindictive lord of the manor. Thus, '' a farmer had the 
misfortune to kill a hare on his own ground: the lord of the manor, in stead 
of being contented with the punishment of levying the penalty of five 
pounds, which he might have done by any justice of the peace, pro
ceeded against him by action. The farmer was taken in execution for 
debts and costs amounting to the enormous sum of one hundred and 
forty pounds, and thrown into prison, where he lay upwards of eleven 
years." Those were the good old times in which Potto Brown was 
born. 

His father, William, was one of the celebrities of the neighbourhood
an odd, outspoken Christian, as eccentric in his costume as he was in his 
speech. " Well, old white hat, what do you come here for?" once cried 
an idler in a crowd, as Mr. Brown was passing through a village, '' do 
yon want to raise the price of flour ? " " Thon wilt find thine answer 
in Proverbs xx. a:nd 3rd verse," replied the miller, driving forward. 
Curious to see what the wisdom of the wise man might be in that 
particular place, e. Bible was procured, and its message read out to the 
people-" It is an honour for a man to cease from strife, but every fool 
will be meddling.'' He was one day being entertained in a friend's 
house -when the hostess politely enquired if the tea was ~o his taste. 
"Not at all; it is so weak that it has barely the taste of tea," he 
answered, lfith an honest bluntness which greatly amused the company. 
More tea of a superior quality was made, when the miller remarked, 
'' I am aware as well as you that it would have been more according to 
fashion that, being asked how I found Lhe tea, I should have said it was 
to my ta;;te ; but I appeal to you whether my way is not the best, for 
otherwise I should not ooly have told a lie, but have had a bad cup of 
tea insttad of a good one." The good old man lost no opportunity of 
speaking to strangers on religious subjects. On a coach, dnring a 
contineotal tour, or in the street, he saw his chance and never let it 
pass, and years af~erwards he found himself encouraged by a sight of 
the fruit of his seed-sowing. 
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After giving the history of the Browns down to the end of the last 
century, Mr. Goodman, in his own purely philosophical style, announces 
the birth of his more immediate subject-" We have thas endeavoured 
to gather into a focus the innate formative conditions of the character 
we have to portray, in humble imitation of the manner in which nature 
herllelf condensed ten thousand pre-existing for~es within the compass 
of the body of the little infant who first drew breath in the mill-hoase 
at Houghton on the lGth July, 1797." This, however, is surpassed by 
a characteristic statement a couple of sentences further on, which we 
trust will not be understood according to its grammatical construction: 
"It will be remembered that while yet a toothless infant his grand
father limped on crutches through the portal of Huntingdon gaol, a 
rheumatic old man, accompanie<i by his son and son-in-law.'' This, 
as a sententious paradox, well illustrates the eccentricities indulged 
in by quills and printers' type unless a strict watch on their movemer.ts 
is maintained. 

Although his early advantages were considerable, Potto Brown was 
actually an uneducated man ; and one of the tutors at Slepe Hall, St. 
Ives, declared that his pupil would "never be good for anything but a 
ratcatch.er." The tutor was not a shrewd judge, however, and his pre
diction was never verified, even though the opulent Huntingdonshire 
miller continued to be an exterminator of brown rats to the end of his 
career. He was one of the men who made up for their your hful short
comings in after life, and all along his most effective teacher was his 
mother, for whom his reverence was exceedingly strong. Mrs. Brown's 
last words every evening were, "Good night; do right"; and the words 
were burned into the boy's mind until mere "doing" may possibly have 
been thought just a little too much of 011 some occasions. At the same 
time he would have stuck to his principles bad those principles led him 
through fire and water. "I will always do right'' was a sentiment that 
was ever present in his miud, and no matter what the effort cost him
self, or what inconvenience it occasioned to others, he resolved on 
" doing right." Thus principle forbade his paying reverence to ecclesias
tical buildings, and he accordingly refused to remove his hat in St. 
Paul's Cathedral ; much as he wished to see the building ile preferred 
sitting on the steps for an hour, while the rest of his party went their 
round, to purchasing a gratifieatiou by violating conscience. Rejecting 
the Scripture doctrine of original sin, and being as Mr. Goodman says, 
'' an Armenian of the ArmP.nia.ns" (sic), his life was a prolonged etfurt to 
excel in good works. In edncation, in chapel building, in dispensing help 
to the needy, and in setting an example of genuine Engli~h hospitality, 
he did no mean service; but he would have been both a happier and a 
stronger man if his religious crotchets had been superseded by_ greater 
soundness in the faith. Virtually a Quaker to the 111st, he discarded 
baptism, whether of believers or of infants, and regularly turned away 
from the Lord's _supper. Such an example turned out to be the re~erse 
o_f salutary; for weak minds readily tread in the track of strong-willed, 
rich men, to the detriment of themselves and the cause of truth. 

But while Potto Brown was too intensely Arminiau m his notions 
respecting the goodness of human nature to be greatly successful as an 
evangelist, or always happy in his choice of the friends he valued as 



1 U l'OTTO BROWN AND THE BROWNS OF HOUGHTON. 

pulpit teachers, he very heartily fraternized with all Christian people. 
He appears to have organized a kind of Nonconformist diocese, contain
ing a number of chapels and stations, the presiding bishop of which is 
the pastor at St. Ives for the time being ; but when we were acquainted 
with the neighbourhood the attractive station was Houghton itself, 
where Mr. Cressell, a very excellent preacher, officiated in the meet
ing-house, while, hard by, Dr. Brooke, the father of a well-known 
Broad Church clergyman, preached in a church. In those days, a walk 
from St. Ives to the quiet, clrnn village on a spring or summer morning 
-memories of the poet Cowper rising at every step-was both a re
freshment ana a profitable exercise. It was no wonder that people were 
attracted from St. Ives. 

In answering the question, What was Potto Brown at home? we 
quote a passage from the third, and by far the best essay in the me
morial brochure, by Mr. R. W. Dixon, and entitled" Religious Life and 
Work"-

,, The care Mr. Brown took to educate all who came within his 
influence was very marked; the servants of his household-any friends, 
especially young friends, who might be staying in the house-he took 
pains with all. He sought to interest his household in the family wor
ship. He wished to inculcate the feeling that people should not depend 
upon any priest or one man to lead the devotions, laying stress on the 
text, 'And bath made us (all) kings and priests unto God.' He tried 
to get all to engage in this service, which he made informal and simple. 
He would hand the Bible to any one person in the circle, and say, 
' Read, please, but don't read a fighting psalm ;' or ' Don't read a long 
piece;' or, 'We are some of us going to market, read something to 
guide us in buying and 1,elling ; ' or, 'What good news is there for us 
to-day ?' or, 'We must read our Bibles the same as we read our news
papers.' Sometimes he would interrupt the reading with a remark; as 
when that psalm was read which says David roared in the night, Mr. 
Brown said, • What would they say to us if we went on like that ?' His 
younger servants he got to read the Scriptures in turn, the older ones to 
pray alo11d. The younger ones were corrected when they misread ; this 
led them · to rehearse their portion before coming in. Sometimes 
he would make a running commentary on what was read, or show 
how it applied to every-day life. Thus he redeemed a regulal' 
running senice from \That it might have become-a dull routine, 
and used it as a means of education for those about him. He found 
it difficult to get \Tomen to pray aloud, and would say to them-, 
' Women should pray aloud, or they may be 1.uspected of drunken
ness, as Hannah was.' He had great difficulty in inducing his 
first wife to pray aloud, even in private. She said she could 
not. He said, ' Could you not repeat words after me ?' She 
thou<Tht she could. Then they knelt down, and he said, 'Lord, be 
merc~ful'; she repeated, 'Lo!d, be merciful.' He con~inued, ' To me a 
i;inner.' He then rose and said, 'There, you can pray very well.' After 
a time she took her part in vocal prayer at family worship. Mr. Brown 
liked to have several short prayers. He did not appeal to anyone in 
particular, but was troubled if no one followed after he had prayed, 
when lie paused before rising to give them the opportunity.'' 
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Thus Potto Brown was one of those good eccentric mrn whom people 
learn to trust and respect as they see more deepiy into their character. 
He resembled a yeoman of the old school, and was thorouP"hly English 
in his tastes and sympathies. His veneration for the mem~ry of Oliver 
Cromwell amounted to a passion. To many he was a living paradox, 
and superficial observers would sometimes go away with ludicrously 
false notions of the man's actions. He was self-willed, and, when 
irritated, of violent temper. To those who met him casually, once in a 
way, be might appear to be a cold, hard calculator, only intent on 
driving a good bargain, but, the truth is, he was as unselfish as he was 
industrious. The heathen abroad, the poor at home, the crowd perish
ing for lack of knowledge, were ever uppermost in his thoughts. A 
large proportion of his income was devoted to the cause of education 
and morality, and workers of all shades of opinion in the Christian 
vinevard were ever welcome to his house. Persons in real distress could 
not 'find a more sympathetic friend, but impostors were at once de
tected with a glance which warned them against a second time at
tempting to impose on his credulity. What he was and what he did will 
long be remembered at Houghton, and far beyond ; for, while he was 
not great in the conventional sense, be lived and died a village philan
thropist. He did his best to excel in good works, and he found his 
reward. As for the form of doctrine which he endeavoured to promote, 
it was more likely to create immediate excitement than permanent con
version, and we marvel that he did not see through its errors. Mr. 
Goodman thinks that his hero is not equal to "Wycliffe, Fox, or 
Wesley" as a propagator of religion, and in that judgment the public 
will doubtless agree with him. 

• ®n ~m1wtmtnts. 

AS I grow older as a parent, my views are changing fast as to the 
degree of conformity to this world which we should allow to onr 

children. I am horror-struck to count up the profligate children of 
pious persons, and even ministers. The door at which those influences 
enter which countervail parental instruction and influence, I am per
suaded is yielding to the ways of good society; by dress, books, and 
amusement!'!, an atmosphere is formed which is not Christianity. More 
than ever do I feel that our families must stand in a kind but deter
mined opposition to the fashions of the world, breasting the waves like 
the Eddystone Lighthouse. And I have found nothing yet which 
requires more courage and independence than to rise even a little but 
decidedly above the par of the religious world around us. Sur~ly, the 
way in which we commonly go on is not the way of self-demal and 
sacrifice 1md cross-bearin()' which the New Testament talks of. Our 
slender influence on the ci~cle of our friends is often to be traced to our 
leaving so little difference between us. 

DR. J. w. ALEXAi.'iDER. 
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~issio'u to t~t fol,.olt ~tnfl,tn m.arlh. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF ALL WHO PRAY, '' THY 

KINGDOM COME." 

BY THOMAS R MARSHAL~ 

THE immediate evangelization of the world would do more to pro
mote the happiness and well-being of mankind than the solution 

of all existing political, financial, or scientific questions; for it is the 
reception of the gospel of God that destroys in man the cruel dominance 
of hatred, impurity, and selfishness, and substitutes the joyful and 
beneficent reign of righteousness and love. 

As, by the good providence of God, doors are now opened for us into 
nearly every part of the world, it is a question whether the time has 
not come in which it would be practicable for some Christian men of 
statesmanlike and organizing capacity, to prepare a feasible plan for a 
Special Evangelizing Mission to the whole Heathen World-say a three 
years' mission. 

Travelling being now so greatly facilitated, it would certainly be 
possible to visit almost every tribe in the earth, and, if the Christians 
throughout the world were appealed to, a sufficient num her of voluntary 
agenti; might be found to give, without salary, either one, two, or three 
years' labour. Some might also be able to pay their own expenses.; but, 
as many conld not, a fund might be raised to defray travelling expenses, 
purchase Scriptures for circulation, medicines, etc. 

Such a mission, preaching Christ only, and interfering with no eccle
siastical questiuns, would help the work of all our missionary organiza
tions, whose co-operation it would seek, and whose further progress it 
would pioneer, and might expect the good-will and countenance of 
Christians of all denominations, and of the best men of every nation. 

It would be no small collateral advantage to have the Christian church 
throughout the world avowedly and evidently engaged in a common 
enterprise; and probably the attention of many in nominally Christian 
lends would be drawn to the power and importance of the gospel of 
God, when it was known that, among the multitudes who would feel it 
a pri,ilege to endorse and further its proclamation, so many men in 
every walk of Jifr, and of varying nationalities, foremost in intelli
gence, culture, and moral worth, not only themselves personally received 
it, but also were united in recognising it as the Great Remedy for moral 
evil among men. 

To make it quite evident that the object of the preachers was neither 
political nor ecclesiastical, but solely to promote the glory of God and 
the well-being of men, some such a summary of their message as the 
following might be printed in all languages for distribution among 
peoples and rulers:-

1.-The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son of man, 
is alive and present, All-seeing, All-hearing, All-mighty. 

2.-He is infinitely pure, gracious, loving, and compassionate. 
3.-He once died to put away our sins, and lives to freely pardon 

and deliver. 
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4,-He can relieve any man from a guilty conscience, and any 
other burden. 

5.-Hc can free men from the dominion of any and every vice, 
crime, and sin, and from Lhe slavery of drink, opium, &c. 

6.-Upon. all who will give the~selves up, soul and body, to him, 
he will Lestow the Holy Spmt, that they may be filled with 
love, joy, purity, and goodness. 

7.-He will do these things at once for those who will renounce all 
their sin, and entrust themselves to him. 

8.-God invites and commands every hearer to receive this gospel 
of Christ, and to make it known to all around. 

THE MESSENGERS of these glad tidings might be men or wome~ 
the qualifications absolutely necessary being, (1) That they should be 
able, from their own personal experience, to bear unequivocal testimony 
to Christ's power to do these things; and, (2) that for wisdom and 
strength for their work they should be continuously trusting in the 
Lord Jesus, as the "Baptizer with the Holy Ghost," for that indis
pensable Anointing. 

It would, of course, be a great advantage if all the missionaries ob
tained some medical knowledge, and carried with them some of the 
remedies most useful in the several localities they were to visit, as 
"healing the sick" not only confers direct benefit, but frequently opens 
the way for lhe missionary, by furnishing an easily understood evidence 
of his good-will. 

It could be explained to all chiefs, rulers, and magistrates, in heathen 
lands, that it would be greatly to their ad vanta.ge to promote the objects 
of the mission, as the people who receive Christ abandon murder, theft, 
sedition, drunkenness, and all practices and principles opposed to the 
welfare of individuals and communities, and therefore necessarily be
come bE\tter men and better subjects. 

It might be advantageous if expressions of approval of the objects of 
the mission were elicited from poLentates and notables who sympathized 
with it, both in the countries from which the preachers came and to 
which thev went. 

Finally; is it not important that all who love the kingdom of God 
should pray perseveringly and definitely, that the church universal 
should be awakened to consecration of themselves to God, and to their 
privilege and duty of '' asking and receiving" that promised Infilling 
of the Spirit which will fit them for their divine mission of exhibiting 
the character and moral glory of Christ, and preaching his gospel to 
the world? 

0 that Christians everywhere may place themselves, their talents, 
and their wealth, at the disposal of God, with the earnest pray_er, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me t.o do aud be, that I may further thine 
own purposes in the earth ?" 
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~y·t Jifr an~ ~orlt .of a ~untl tWfomgtlhd. 
BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

HA ,IKG been acquainted with the hero of the following narrative 
during some years, we lately paid a visit to his district in Dorset

shire for the purpose of gathering some notes about his life and opera
·tions which might edify, instruct, and encourage those who desire to 
l"ee the gospel spread among our rural peasantry. Our friend, by name 
John Davis, moves over an area embracing seventeen parishes, or rather 
he confines bis efforts to that not very contracted field, because a more 
extended diocese would not mean a more extensive usefulness. In 
leisure moments, when he has time to calculate, he will sometimes 
reckon that he has ground sufficient for two itinerants to " work"; 
but when again on the road misgivings are forgotten, and he is content 
to be weary in his Master's service. The district is about seventeen 
miles in diameter, so that if we multiply this by three for the circum
ference, and take into account the five preaching-stations which have to 
be supplied every Sabbath, we have a healthy, airy piece of territory, 
not narrow enough to cramp the enterprise of an enthusiastic spirit. 
The bead-quarters are at Piddletrentbide, where a new chapel, in all 
respects suitable for the locality, bas lately been erected. This building 
was opened in 1876; the cost was £600, of which £150 yet -remains 
unpaid. Here, also, there is a Sunday-school of seventy scholars, and 
a day-school is also maintained. At Buckland Newton the neat chapel 
and pastor's house, erected some sixteen years ago, are out of debt. 
Here, .also, is a Sunday-school ; bnt though a pastor, assisted by the 
Association, was formerly re~ident in the manse, the village is now in
cluded in the evangelistic diocese of Piddletrenthide. At Broadmayne 
the services are held every Sabbath in a roomy cottage house-placi:,, 
and the church members commune at Dorchester. At Bradford Peverell 
there is a little chapel out of debt. At Winterboume Abbas a new 
chapel has recently been erected through the instrumentality of the 
e,angelist and Mr. Syme, a resident farmer, who shows a lively solici
tude for the general welfare of the villagers. Such is our friend's 
broad, interesting field of labour, and the two convenient chapels be 
bas erected are a sufficient proof of bis enterprise. Though placed in 
trust for the use of the Western Association, the buildings are not the 
work of committees and sub-committees; they would never have been 
erected bad it not been for that individual energy which can incur risk 
in the caase of religion. Having said thus much about tbe·district we 
have something to say about our friend's life and adventures which will 
be found of general interest. The example is one which should en
courage those who, without fortune and educational advantages, may 
still desire to do useful services in their Lord's vineyard. 

Close to the Quantoek hills in Somerset, four or five miles from the 
romantic beach of the Bristol channel, there is a village called Crow
combe, so named after one of the passes in the interesting range of 
bills which in one place reach an altitude of eighteen hundred feet. 
When we first became aeq uainted with the locality some years ago, 
Crowcombe, as an English village, was quite a representative place. 
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There wns the grent house, otherwise " the Court," a posseRsion of the 
Carcws, with its art treasures, old library, and antique rooms; and 
there was the church, with n vicar not over-indulgent towards DisHent; 
and there were other institutions, such as the rustic post office, and 
suntlry stores of drink or of the necessaries of life, where money could 
be wasted or laid out advantageously, according to the disposition of 
the spender. The imrroundings were delightful, but the peasantry 
were thriftless and i~orant to an incredible degree. 

At Crowcombe our evangelist was born in the year 1822, his father 
at that time holding a lucrative position as bailiff under the ancient 
family of Carew. By the majority of its inhabitants the village was 
accounted happy in having no conventicle; and its religion, such as 
it was, appeared to be of that genuine John Bull, Church-and-King 
type which may still be fondly remembered as characteristic of the 
reign of the four Georges. Like the rest of his juvenile acquaintances, 
John was educated at the National School, be attended church, and re
verenced his social superiors; but beyond all this, he knew no more 
about religion than his parents, who were entirely ignorant of the 
nature of the gospel. Their religion, however, was divided into two 
parts-attending church and annoying those who went to meeting ; 
and John DaTis was precisely of this disposition. Until he was twenty
five he was a kind of local Saul of Tarsus, hating and breathing out 
threatenings against all Methodists and Meetingers. Like the great 
apostle, he was also met with by his Lord while out on an errand of per
secution. As his conversion was a remarkable instance of the power 
of divine grace, we will give the details. 

It so happened that during the summer months a party of evangelists 
visited Crowcombe, to conduct a series of gospel services in the open 
air; but this was not done without a resolution being formed on the 
part of several adventurous youths to interfere with the enterprise. 
The preachers at length engaged a cottage, which they visited once a 
fortnight, aud the opposing forces modified or adapted their plans to 
suit the situation. John himself seems Lo have planned the whole 
affair, and to have undertaken to lead the attack. The camp of the 
gospellers was to be surprised on a Thursday evening when the sermon 
and prayer-meeting would come off; and when the unsuspecting 
preacher was to be rapidly transferred from bis desk to the cool bed of 
the river. On the Tuesday preceding the day fixed for the accomplish
ment of the heroic feat the chief of the conspirators complained of an 
inflamed foot, and on the appointed night a fall of rain discomfited bis 
comrades, who did not appear; but, true to a nature which was not 
daunted at trifles, he forced on his boots and sallied forth alone. On 
reaching the spot the service in the cottage was found to be proceeding. 
A hymn was sung, prayer followed, and then came the text as found in 
Jeremiah xxix. 13 : "And ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart." The sermon, plain and unadorned 
by human art, still produced a wonderful impression on the heart of 
the man who had entered the room in the spirit of a bully, determined 
to lay violent hands on the speaker. Though he had not turned 
coward, he seemed to be seized with an illlrnrd trembling. A deep 
horror settled upon him; but he could not tell what w11s the malter. 

12 
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All Rt once he realized that he was a sinner; and such was the intensitf 
of his convicLion that he marvelled that he did not at once fall into 
perdition. That dark rainy night was a season of awakening and of 
surprii,ing experience. 

He went home with a tortured comcience and a haggard face, 
which at once attracted attention. His mother was especially a puzzled 
spectator of the scene. " What is the matter ?" she vainly enquired; 
and the "Nothing'' she received for an answer meant a great deal more 
than one word could express. The young man retired to rest, but sleep 
was courted in vain-" the wretched he forsakes." After a night of 
pain the new day arose with new horrors-he became afraid of the evil 
one as a personal enemy. His sufferings rapidly changed from one 
pha~e to another, and an ingenious mind suggested various remedies 
for its own disorders. Having been taught to venerate the Prayer
book more than the Bible, the bewildered youth now supposed that the 
former would act as a charm to scare away the devil;. and while under 
this delusion the volume was actnally placed at night beneath his pillow. 
Stranger still, he fancied that he felt eased by the expedient, though not 
cured. This condition of soul continued for several days, and until the 
poor penitent again visited the preaching-station and vented his feel
ings. Very naturally the friends who came to the cottage were greatly 
interested in the case of the young man before them. They prayed 
with him, and were concerned to find that he was more troubled than 
ever after listening to a new sermon. Do what they would, no relief 
came to the wounded spirit. What can the wretched do but patiently 
bear their own load ? 

In the meantime the rumour flew abroad that John Davis was con
Terted. People eyed the lad with curiosity, as though he had gone 
crazy; and those who should have chiefly rejoiced at the news were the 
most deeply pained. When the news reached the ears of the father, he 
became dreadfully enraged, and after declaring with oaths that bis house 
shouJd not be a refuge for Methodists, the man suited the action to 
the word by driving his son from home. John went off as he was de
sired, and after remaining away for a week he again met his father, who 
passionately expostulated with the supposed family renegade. The old 
man at last endeavoured to effect a compromise. Considering that the 
Bible Christians who assembled at the village room were mere ranters, 
he loathed them intensely ; but if John would only hold aloof from such, 
he might attend the Baptist meeting at Stogumber. Though trial 
would attend the acceptance of this proposal, it seemed desirable to 
meet the enemy half-way. Though the seeker had not found peace, he 
left his first friends to sit among a congregation of regular dissenters. 

Stognmber, or Stoke Gomer, is an ancient village, about the same 
distance from the sea as Crowcombe, and very preUily situated in the 
broad fertile valley between the Quantock and the Brendon ranges. The 
Baptist church, as may be seen from the silver communion cups still in 
use, was planted in the persecuting times of Charles II. ; and a couple 
of patriots who were hanged at tbe time of the Bloody Assize, in 1685, 
were residents in the village. In the middle of the present century the 
congregation was chiefly composed of thriving farmers; but as ~he 
church was oppressed with the incubus of a petty endowment, which 
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had the elfed of discouraging liberality, the position of the pastor was 
a hard one, end he necessarily looked to the London and Bristol F□nds 
to make good the shortcomings of the people. With a new generation, 
the condition of the pastor has considerably improved, the duty of self
help having been successfully stimulated by the judicious action of the 
London Fundees. 

According to his father's injunction, John Davis went to Stogumber, 
and there found many valuable friends among the younger membr.rs of 
the church. One of these strongly advised him to rearl the Bible care
fully, and, acting on this advice, he soon found reason to accept the 
doctrine of believers' baptism. On offering himself as a candidate for 
church fellowship he was accepted, and soon after cast in his lot with 
the little community. Mr. Fuller, the pastor at that time, was a son of 
Andrew Fuller, and in him the courageous young convert found a stead
fast friend. The time when friends were needed had come, as unlooked
for trials were darkening the horizon. 

Like some other ancient churches in country nooks, Stogumber can 
tell of its remarkable baptismal services, and some years ago we penned 
a note on one of these episodes which directly illustrates our subject. 

Early in the present century there lived a certain maiden in these 
parts, who being both thrifty in habit anu attractive in person won the 
love of a youth in her own station of life aud well-to-do in the world. 
For a time the engagement progressed smoothly and pleasantly, until 
the girl became the subject of religious impressions, through attending 
the Nonconformist chapel, and finally offering herself as a candidate 
for baptism according to the usage of the Baptists. In those days this 
ordinance was administered in a stream in the open fields, a mile away 
from Stogumber, and the spectacle usually attracted a motley company 
of scoffers and sight-seers. The maiden's lover looked on real religion 
with little favour, and being much concerned at the turn affairs had 
taken, he declared he would also attend at the brook with some jovial 
companions, pipes, and ale; and that he would parody the action of the 
minister by dipping a dog at the same moment that the baptism Rhould 
be administered. The day came, and the threat, which sounded like 
rustic nonsense when first spoken, was actually to be executed. The 
jovial party appeared, and were seated around a table, smoking, drink
ing, and laughing in mad glee. Their mirth, however, was forced and 
repulsively unnatural. The service proceeded, the time came for the 
good old minister to immerse the candidates, and there stood the doQ", 
uninterested in what was happening, but ready to take part iu mimick
ing the scene. All this while an unseen hand was at work, and op
posed by the terror of a stricken conscience, the young farmer dared go 
no further in the profanity he had planned. Leaving his companious, 
he hurried from the place, and in retirement implored God to pardon 
his great wickedness. This was the crisis and the tnrniug point in an 
afterwards useful life. He who went to mock, but returned home to 
pray, became a valued coadjutor of William Carey in the missiou-fielLl 
of India. 

Our friend, the Dorset evangelist, was baptized at Stogumber, and 
the Sabbath of his admission into the church was a day of adventure 
never to be forgotten. In itself the season was a happy time, but the 
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scene at home in the evening was a lilOTTY contrast to the sunshine of the 
morning. Instead of congratulations of friends and relatives he found a 
fa~t-ened door, while a voice wiLhin said, "Who's there?" " I am here.'' 
"Wait a bit.," continued the mother, who presently returned with a 
little bundle of clothes, and added, "Where you've been there you can 
go again; there's no home for you here." John took the bundle, and 
entering an outhouse lay down with a number of calves. That night he 
thcught of Jacob, and realized that straw with a bundle for a pillow 
mRde a better bed than that of the patriarch. Still it seemed as though 
a crisis had come, for the term of the lad's apprenticeship had not 
expired and his father was a violent mRn. Because he much needed 
friends John Davis returoed to Stogumber. 

_,u Stognmber the fugitive was half expected, and everybody was 
kind, supplying food, shelter, and money. After he had enjoyed a week 
of the church's hospitality John was arlvised to return to his father to 
see if he could finish learning the tailoring trade. On arriving at 
Crowcombe the son found his sire in a highly excited state; his features 
were distorted, be spoke fast, and he even shed tears. The thought that 
a Davis should have become a Dissenter, a Methodist, a meetinger, 
threatened to send the old man into convulsions as he passionately de
clared how he should have preferred to see bis son carried to Taunton 
gaol and there hanged. "Hanged at the county prison! What for?" 
echoed the renegade. "Because none of your family have ever become 
Methodists before." We must do the bailiff the ju~tice to remark that 
his fears of falling into disgrace were well founded. He served a family 
of distinction, and one of the daughtei:s of the house was so zealous in 
guarding the honour of the Established Church that she desired to 
ha.e the young Baptist tied to a post that his Methodism might be 
whipped out of him. His foes now became those of his own house
hold ; life was a ceaseless conflict with relentless enemies. Choosing to 
obey God rather than man, he would not stay away from the Stogumber 
meeting- in accordance with the wishes of both parents. There hap
pened also to be a brother whose zeal for the Church equalled the 
father's, and this youth took care that his Nonconformist brother 
should have no peace in the bedroom at the time of private prayer. 
Songs were loudly sung, and other kinds of annoyance were invented. 
The history of those days fairly illustrates the manner in which Dissent 
was fought in the Somerset villages a generation ago. We do not assert 
that the temper of the better class of Anglicans was reflected in the 
perfecution, for at present the work of the Western. Association of 
EYangelists in Dorsetshire is largely supported by evangelical Church 
people ; nevertheless, as it has been so will it continue,-when aristo
cratic families lead the opposition to Christian work they will be sup
ported by the imitative barking of a crowd of ignorant subordinates. 

1\'ithout at the time knowing what he was passing through, onr friend 
was, in point of fact, undergoing a discipline which would fit him for 
future active service. From what we have heard we infer that the 
ministry of Mr. Fuller, at Stogumber, was more violent than judicious. 
He manifested too much defiant championship in the cause of Dissent, 
and tlrns, instead of strengthening himself; gave opponents an advantage 
they were not slow to use. After a time his mind failed, and the pastor 
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was succeeded by a discreet preacher, one who was well qualified to 
build up the little chnrrh in the midst of an Anglican stronghold. 
Though he remained but two years and a half in the district-1,e died 
at his post in 185G-the memory of this good man is still revered by 
mnny who remember him. One who is qualified to judge considers th,1t 
his spiritual attainments were not a whit behind those of Rutherford. 
He built up the church, he won the affection of the young ; and so fat· 
as lay in his power be set an example of hospitable liberality to a well
to-do congregation, who subscribed for his maintenance half of Lhe pro
verbial forty pounds a-year. To this friend our Dorset evangelist 
considers himself to be especially indebted. The ycnnger man was 
already at work in the hamlets and villageR of the neighbourhood, anri 
he was always faithfully encouraged and counselled by the elder. Indeed, 
so close was the bond of union uniting the two that it seems as though 
it had survived to this day. Mr. Davis assures us there are times in 
which he realizes with a strange vividness, quite unaccountable. that his 
old pastor is still interested in the salvation of men. .Again and again, 
during long, lonely walks at night, has the evangelist imagined he could 
see a well remembered face at his side, just as though the days of yore 
in Old Somerset had returned. 

"When our friend became converted he at once found himself" set 
upon'' by an ungodly world, and when he presumed to conduct gospel 
services in cottages the same world prescribed a little starvation as the 
treatment best adapted for bringing a meeting-er to his senses. This was 
no light trial to one with a growing- family, but the pressare had to be 
endured as one and then another withdrew their patronage. .An empty 
grate and a bare cupboard are potent forces in siege operations, but 
they were not victorious in this instance. This is proved by the after 
history of the high-born lady who desired to set up a local whipping
post for young Dissenters. 

In course of time this lady removed to Brighton, as did a1so that 
trusted servant of the family, Mr. Davis, the bailiff. By this time son 
John had outgrown his parents' opposit.ion; for, if they did not cease 
to regret the turn he had taken, they allowed him to enjoy religion in 
peace. .Another son who was in the naval service happened to be stay
ing at Portsmouth, and this young man one day sent to his mother a 
letter he had received from his preaching brother at Crowcombe. That 
letter was a gospel mcssnge which touched more than one heart; and 
while engaged in reading it the mother received a call from Mrs. --. , 
who as Mi@s --, had shown herself to be so bitter an enemy of Dis
sent in Somerset. "What are you reading?" was asked. •• A letter 
from Portsmouth with an enclosure from John." The very name of a 
man who had gone over to Nonconformity, and who preached in cot
tages without always respecting the rights of the eighth letter of the 
alphabet,* ruffled the lady's temper. Son J ohu ! who was he but a 

* Disregard for the aspirate is not always a sure test of scholarship, and ~ertainly 
not of ability. One of the most acceptable preachers of the last genernt10n rn rn
riably used H in that hap-hazard manner which fashion will not tolerate. A short 
time ago we heard a gentleman make a speech on a London platform, and although 
he pronounced English like 11n illiternte peasant we were assured that he was ru;c,Ler 
of the Greek Tcstumcnt. 
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l'-orry fellow not worth troubling about, nor a moment's thought? 
·while she spoke, howe,er, there was something not quite natural in 
t-he lady's tone; she asked for the letter, and after glancing nt its con
tents asked to be allowed to carry it away. From that day the once 
proud lady appears to have been not like the same person she had been 
in younger days. Instead of opposing the efforts of the Nonconformist 
local preacher she manifested an intense interest in his work. First of 
all she sent him a consignment of tracts; in the second place she re-
9.uested that the man, once bitterly despised, should visit all the cottages 
m Crowcombe to see if the people had Bibles, and a large number were 
purchased and despatched to the village to make good the deficiency. 
She next paid a visit to the depot of the Religious Tract Society and 
purchased a stock of books sufficient for a lending library, which were 
also sent to Crowcombe for the use of the inhabitants. Having done 
all this, the lady finally invited the son of her father's old servant to 
spend a season of recreation at Brighton, when she paid all travelling 
expenses and saw that he was handsomely entertained. This is a very 
singular instance of conquering or killing an enemy. The lady has 
since died; she was in death cheered by a good hope, and the man she 
had once persecuted was instrumental in bringing about the happy 
change. 

In the meantime the good work progressed at Crowcombe, while the 
worker, apostle-like, supported his household by the labour of his hands. 
Occasionally a remarkable case of conversion would occur. At one of 
the cottage services a certain man was convinced of his guilt as a sin
ner, and gave some proof of having undergone a saving change. In 
an e-vil hour certain drinking companions tempted him into a public
house, where he disgraced his new profession. Chagrined at her hus
band's folly, the wife tauntingly threatened to spread the news, on 
hearing which the man seized a knife and would have injured. the 
woman had sbe not escaped into a cottage. It providentially happened 
that at that critical moment ]'i'Ir. Davis entered the house, where he 
found the furniture dashed to pieces, and the transgressor just about to 
eommit suicide. Had the lifting of the latch been delayed only two or 
three moments the fatal knife would have done its deadly work. On 
1,eeing a friend, however, the man dropped the blade, sank into a seat, 
co,ered his faee with both hands, and remained without uttering a 
word for an hour. When at last he spoke, he confessed, with a pallid 
face and quivering lips, that he had been saved from dropping into 
bell. The man was rescued, and is now a member of the Stogumber 
church. 

Work at Crowcombe continued until the year 1862, when the Western 
Association began to entertain the idea of employing evangelists, and a 
deputation waited on each church to see what could be done in the 
matter of raising funds. Mr. Davis met the ministers at Yeovil, and 
aareed to enaaae in the work. At the end of the year he also met the 
g~neral com~ittee at Taunton. One of the testimonials shown on this 
occasion was from the curate of Crowcombe. After a number of ques
tions had been asked and answered, the business was finally settled. 

Beginning a good work is proverbially difficult, and the commence
ment of evangelistic effort in any rural district is sure to be no easy 
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task. The committee commissioned Mr. Davis to Bpend six weeks in 
his prop?s~d district, and then to present a report of its condition. 

The VlBltor passed through some strange experiences, and none waFI 
more singular than his adventures at one of the towns of the proposed 
new diocese. One of the Nonconformist ministers was a very worthy 
man, but he did not like anything resembling innovation. When our 
friend entered the manse he found a host given to hospitality, although 
at the same time the good man hoped thaL none were coming to disturb 
the peace of their little community, for the requirements of the times 
did not call for any special religious effort. In their own town, for exam
ple, he visited his people once a week, and the church minister worked 
1n a similar way; so that, while all was progressing comfortably, what 
more could be wanted? The reply was that, as this town was put down 
as one of the stations to be visited, the people must be called upon to 
satisfy the committee. The old man did not fall in with these views, 
and till the end of his days he never became reconciled with the asso
ciation for breaking the peace of pastors and people. 

After leaving the manse of the old minister, the stranger commenced 
bis work of visitation. Two doors from the chapel he called upon the 
cottagers, and, while offering a tract at the door, a voice within was 
heard: " Come in ; thou art come in answer to prayer." The speaker 
,proved to be a blind woman sitting by the fire. " How long have you 
been praying for me?" was asked; and the reply was "Two years." 
The truth then transpired that the poor people were members at the 
chapel hard by, but during two years they had received no pastoral 
visit. When their minister last called the husband lay upon his death
bed, and the former, because he sat on a chair which broke in the 
using, never repeated the call, supposing that the rickety seat had been 
given him knowingly by the people by way of paying a grudge. The 
town, with its six hundred people, was discovered to be very generally 
spiritually destitute, and, with one or two exceptions, the inhabitants 
hailed the promise of a better day. One man, a member of the Non
conformist Church, told the evangelist somewhat rudely that he was 
not wanted; and, on being offered a tract, he added, " Read it your
self; it will do you more good than anyone else." "Look here, friend," 
was the reply ; " I have another of the same sort ; you read that, and 
I'll read this, and then perhaps the tract may do us both good." When 
the report of the condition of the district was presented to the com
mittee one of the leading members declared that rather than see the 
country around Dorchester any longer without its evangelist he would 
himself find the necessary funds. Mr. Davis and his family settled at 
Charminster, near the county town, in March, 1864. He is now settled 
at Piddletrenthide, seven miles nearer Sherborne: but some further 
particulars of his work are reserved for another paper. 



176 

f tril from il,t f ul;it. 
A WARNING NOTE DY C. R, SP'lJHGEON. 

THE habi~ of perpetually mentioning the theories of unbelievers when 
_ pr~chmg the gospel, gives a man the appearance of great learn
rng, but it ali;o proves his want of common sense. In order to show 
the va!oe of wholesome food it is not needful to proffer your guost a 
il?se of poison, nor would he think the better of your hospitality if you 
did so. Certain sermons are more calculated to weaken faith than to 
render men believers ; thev resemble the process through which a poor 
~nhappy dog is frequently passed at the Grotto del Cane at Naples. Re 
is_ thrown into the g-as which reaches up to the spectators' knees, not 
mth_ .the view of killing him, but merely as an exhibition. Lifted out 
o_f his vapoury bath, he i.3 thrown into a pool of water, and revives in 
time for another operation. Such a dog is not likely to be a very 
efficient watch-dog or pursuer of game; and when hearers Sunday after 
Sunday are plunged into a bath of sceptical thought, they may survive 
t~e experiment, but they will never become spiritually strong or prac
tically useful. It is never worth while to make rents in a garment for 
the sake of mending them, nor to create doubts in order to show how 
cleverly we can quiet them. Should a man set fire to his house because 
be has a patent extincwur which would put it out in no time he would 
stand a chance of one day creating a conflagration which all the patents 
nnder heaven could not easily extinguish. Thousands of unbelievers 
have been born into the family of scepticism by professed preachers of 
the gospel, who supposed that they were helping them to faith: the fire 
fed npon the heaps of leaves which the foolish well-intentioned speaker 
cast upon it in the hope of smothering it. Young men in many in
stances have obtained their first notions of infidelity from their minis
ters ; they have sucked in the poison, but refused the antidote. The 
devil's catechists in donbt have been the men who were sent to preach 
'· believe and live." This is a sore evil under the sun, and it seems 
hard to stay it, and yet ordinary common sense ought to teach minis
ters wisdom in such a matter. 

Alas! there are public teachers who do the devil's work wittingly, for 
if you hear them for a short time you will perceive that nothing is 
certain with them but their own uncertainty. We one day heard a. 
tradesman selling old lead from off a church to a person who dealt in 
that metal. "How muc:h have you?" said the buyer. '' I will sell JOU 
eighteen hundred-weight," said the seller, "and guarantee the weight. 
if you take it away to-day; but, mark you, I will not warrant that there 
shall be nine hundred-weight to-morrow." "Why not?" said the 
buyer. "Why," replied the other, "you know better than I do that 
lead evaporates very mysteriously." The buyer nodded an understand
ing nod, and bought for immediate delivery. We also marked the 
metaphorical statement, and remembered how mysteriously the precious 
treasure of the gospel" evap ,rates" in the hands of some workmen who 
need lo Le ashamed. "Heigh, presto.'" and away the wizard makes 
iLe essential trmh to fly, though every word he uses is as ortliodox as 
tLe c:reed. In a ];ook uf Indian travels the writer states that he ha! 
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seen marvellous things performed by ja!!glers. Believe him who will 
he states that he saw. tVl'.o conjar?rs with a chain fifty cubits Jong'. 
They threw one end of 1t mto the air and there it remained sa~pended. 
A dog walked up the chain and disappeared; then a goat came forward 
and did the same; and afterwards a lion and a tiger mounted and vanished 
in like manner. Our "deep thinkers" perform this trick to perfection. 
'l'he heavenward end of their chain of thought is fixed somewhere in 
cloadland, and up this precious chain of theirs they have lone, a,,.o sent 
the doctrine of the substitution of Christ, the immortalit.y of th~ soul, 
the plenary inspiration of Scripture, and other eternal verities ; and 
now it is hinted that the Deity of oar Lord, the resurrection from the 
dead, and the personality of God are to be regarded as moot points. 
Up into the air all positive truths are to go one after another till 
nothing will be left. .At what conclusion will they arrive? A3 yet 
they have come to no conclusion but this-that nothing can ever be 
concluded. 

But silence! If you say half a word you will be called uncharitable, 
or perhaps you will be charged with bearing false witness against your 
neighbour. Rats may undermine a Dutch dyke and drown a province, 
but to hunt them would be cruelty to animals. Have not the creatures 
as much right to their own course as you have? Burglars may break 
into our houses, and even take our lives; but hold off, ye police! Be 
not so uncharitable as to interrupt a dexterity so admirable, or to raise 
a hue and cry against artistes so proficient. They are amiable men in 
family life, very clever in conversation, and much esteemed in their own 
circles; why render their occupation uncomfortable? They simply 
differ upon matters of opinion as· to rights of property, and if they are. 
a little heterodox, there are only two letters of difference between 
meum and ittum, and it is a shame to make men offenders for so insig
nificant a distinction. Bah! We execrate the thief, and with equal 
justice ought we to expose and to condemn the traitor who robs us of 
heavenly treasure, of truth vital to eternal life, truth which is abso
lutely needful to our soul's salvation. Pleas of charity to error are 
arguments for the murder of souls. Life and death hang upon the 
question of truth or falsehood ; if lies be propagated, or truth be 
clouded, the watchmen of the Lord will have to give in their account 
for permitting it. For our part we shall not cease to warn till the 
occasion is removed, and at this present time that occasion is by no 
means gone, for the world swarms with-

"Philosophers who darken and put out 
Eternal truth by everlasting doubt; 
Discoverers of they know not what, confin'd 
Within no bounds-the blind that lead tile blind." 

Till these have all fallen into the ditch and cleared the road for 
honest teachers we must not cease to warn every man, that none may be 
fatally deceived by them. 
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~:ttro1rolitau iab.crmtdt ~tinsiamtru 'fiarhing 
jadd!l, 

AMONG the organizations at New Park Street Chapel was one con
i;isiing mainly of young people, and bearing the name of "The 

J~venile MissiC1nRry Working Society.'' During the early part of its 
lnstory the nimble fingers and willing offerings of its members were 
<>mployed on behalf of foreign missions, but about twelve years ago 
their attention was drawn to the pressing claims of poor pastors in 
England, and from that time their contributions and work have been 
divided between the heathen abroad and needy ministers at home. As 
the "juveniles" grew up, the whole character of the Society became 
more suited to the capacities of adults ; and before long, the members 
found that the number of poorly-paid preachers of the gospel in our 
country towns and villages who desired to receive their help was so 
large that very little was left for mission stations in other lands, al
thongh these were not quite forgotten when opportunities of assisting 
them presented themselves. In harmony with its gradual development, 
the name of the society has been more than once altered, but its desig
nation now is," THE METROPOLIT.A....'\' TABERNACLE M1ss10NARY WoRK
[XG SOCIETY." It is often called by a far less euphonious title, and 
one that expresses better than any other the real nature of its operations. 
"The Poox: Ministers' Clothing Society.'' We are well aware that the 
bare mention of "poor ministers" will send up holy hands in pious 
horror, and that ready writers will pen wonderful articles in our re
ligious newspapers, pointing out that the ministerial market is over
stocked, and that steps must be taken to reduce the supply in order 
that pastors may be in greater demand, and that churches may be 
obliged to offer higher salaries if they intend to secure their services. 
'Ihese questions are beyond the scope of the present pa.per, and we 
cannot stay to expose the fallacies that we think we have detected, but 
we should like some of these gallant knights of the quill to remember 
that the poverty of preachers is no new thin/? in the history of the 
church of Christ. When God's only begotten Son came from heaven to 
earth to be the model for minister11 as well as the Saviour for sinners, 
he '' became poor," he had not where to lay his head; and when a 
Emall sum was demanded for tribute, he had to work a miracle in order 
to procure the money. When one of his most successful servants was 
asked for alms, be bad to reply, "Silver and gold have I none," and he 
did not i;eem to be at all ashamed to make the confession; while he who 
" was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles" wrote that he had 
been "in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings of!,en, in rold and nakedness." 

Gifts to poor ministers are also not quite such modern inventions and 
humiliating transactions as some people would have us believe. Holy 
women ministered unto Christ of their substance, and were true to him 
when the sterner sex fled in dismay from his enemies: they were faith
ful even after death, and not one of them will be left without a crown 
()f life. Paul would not be chargeable to the church to which he 
ministered, yet Le did not refuse the help which was brought to him by 
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the brethren from Macedonia; and although he could trnly say, " I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith to be content," yet 
when his kind friends sent once and again unto his "necessity," he was 
full of gratitude, and declared that their offering was "an odour of a 
sweet. smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God." No one will 
be bold enough to allege that either the Apostle of the GentileA, or his 
Lord and Master, was deficient in gifts or graces, although they were 
numbered amongst "the poor of this world"; then what right have 
they to assume that Christ's servants who resemble him in his poverty 
are. unlike him in other respects? Many men of a truly Christ-like 
spirit and apostolic zeal struggle on amid difficulties that are enough to 
daunt the bravest spirit ; and if loving hearts at the Tabernacle beat 
with sympathy towards them, and well-filled hands are stretched out to 
supply their wants, who is he that shall say that they are not honoured 
instead of humbled by the act which brings comfort and joy to their 
homes, and at the same time permits the willing donors to realize with 
ever-increasing force the words of the Lord Jesus, "it is more blessed 
to give than to receive"? The Committee of the Working Society cer
tainly seem to look at the matter in this light, for in their last Report 
they express their thankfulness "for the honour conferred upon them 
in allowing them to have been the instruments of sending joy and 
gladness into many a home, where faithful servants of our common 
Master are struggling on in poverty, labouring in the midst of many 
privations and discouragements, and content thus to labour if only they 
may glorify their Saviour and win jewels for his crown." 

We must admit that the delicate task of supplying poor pastors and 
their patient partners in privation with parcels of clothing could not 
have been satisfactorily performed unless the collectors and distributors 
had been specially qualified for the work. No movement of this kind 
could have been permanently successful nnle~s those who had the man
agement of it had possessed a deep interest in the worthy men whom they 
proposed to help, an intimate acquaintance with their circumstances 
and peculiar necessities, an aptness in selecting materials and making 
garments suited to the different individuals to whom they were sent, 
and an earnest desire to render assistance in so pleasing a manner that, 
while the gift could not fail to be appreciated, the self-respect and 
Christian dignity of the recipient should remain untouched. This last 
qualification was, perhaps, the most important of all, for we can well 
understand how some good people, with the purest motives and best 
intentions, would have wounded many a sensitive minister's feelings, 
simply because they bad not the happy knack of conferring a favour 
upon others in such a way as to appea1· to be receiving a blessing for 
themselves. The pastors who have been helped will, we think, all m~ite 
in testifying how well our good sisters ol the Missionary Workmg 
Society have succeeded in this respect. . . 

In addition to this tact in bestowing the gifts, considerable duscret10n 
is needed in making or selecting appropriate " vestments'' fo~ each 
applicant, and for the different members of his household. It 1s not 
very easy to tell whether the minister's son and heir, ''. Master ~'ommy, 
who is just turned seven," is tall or short, stout or thm, and _still more 
difficult must it be to decide for his younger brother the all-important 
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question whether his present shall consist of a pair of "breeks" or 
knickerbockers, or whether the covering for his head shall be a '' wide
awake" or a "straw yarner '' snch as the orphan boys received from their 
kind friends a.t Luton. When the committee are considering an appeal 
which 1,t.ates that the writer has four darling daughters between the 
ages of two and twel'l'"e, it is anything but child's play to send garments 
to suit the stature, complexion, and occupation of the Misses Mary and 
Martha, Rhoda, and Rnth --, yet the difficult task is constantly 
being performed, as the following extract from a letter recently received 
will show. Similar expressions occur in almost all the acknowledg
ments of the Society's help:-

" Having receired from you a most valuable and acceptable parcel of 
clothing, we desire to express our gratitude for such a boon. I wish we 
could adequately express how thankful we are. To say we are most 
deeply grateful i;:eems such an easy way of talking that we feel almost 
ashamed to use the words. The children jumped for joy, and we each 
felt like the children. Every thing is such a capital fit, and just 
what was needed. Had anyone looked into our scant wardrobe and 
taken the measurement of us all, things could not have been more 
admirably arranged. It is almost a miracle how yon could have com
passed our condition in the way you have. Truly it is the Lord's 
doing. He must have put ii into your hearts what to send. We pre.iEe 
him for his goodnes~, and we thank yon most heartily for such great 
kindness." The wife of another pastor writes: "You could not have 
sent things more appropriate than yon have done. Everything is so 
fitting, it is just as if yon had taken our measure. Mr. --'s overcoat 
suits him exactly, it was just the very thing he stood in need of. 
Little -- had on his clothes yesterday at chapel, and they are perfect, 
and the girlE' dresses also are just the thing. I wish I had words to 
tell yon how very grateful I am to yon, for it has taken a burden off 
my mind to know that the children will not want anything for some 
time to come." 

Besides this adaptability to the wearers there must also be some 
degree of suitability to the disLricts where the clothes are to be worn, 
for what would be accounted "smart" and "stylish'' in remote vil
lages and hamlets would be altogether useless in some of the towns to 
which parcels are despatched, while the stout and durable materials 
befitting the pastor who is travelling most of the week over rough 
country roads and across ploughed fields, or stone-strewn foot-paths, 
would be ec1nally unsuitable to his brother who ministers to a town 
congregation, where the people expect him always to look like a gent!e
man, though they do not pay him more than the wages of a third 
rate working-man. Variations of temperature in all parts of our 
chanaeable climate, local peculiarities, and a thousand other things known 
only to the initiated, have all to be taken into account by the ladies of 
the W?rkiug Soeiety. He~cules must have quailed before the di~
cnlties over which they triumph, and Atlas would have broken his 
back if he had attempted to carry the load which rests so lightly upon 
the ~boulders, or rather upon the hearts, of our good sisters. 

When we state that Mrs. Spurgeon is the President of the Society 
our readers will readily understaud how a great deal of information 
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about poor pastors is obtained. Her "Book Fund" has made her name 
a household word wherever needy ministers are to be found, bat that 
sweet ministry of love wns only the natural supplement of this other 
equally necessary work which has been quietly carried on for the last 
twelve years. It was but meet that she who had been so long at the 
head of a movement for supplying the much needed "eloke '' that 
should keep out the cold, or give the pastor that respectable appearance 
which his office demanded, should in dae time seek to furnish the 
" books,'' which are as indispensable to those who would "give attend
ance to reading" as the desired addition to his little library in his 
prison at Rome was to the apostle Paul. Her long and trying affliction 
has of course prevented the President from actively superintending 
the preparation and distribution of the different parcels, but many an 
applicant could tell that a well-directed hint from her first revealed to 
him a channel through which the wants of himseH and his family might 
be supplied. Here is an extract from one of the most recent letters 
before us:-" Mrs. Spurgeon wrote to me and said you would kindly 
and efficiently help me and the children." It is scarcely necessary to 
say that the request for help received in such a form as this obtained a 
ready response. Others write as follows:-" We are very thankful to 
dear Mrs. Spurgeon for mentioning our names to you." "We are un
feignedly grateful, to the utmost degree, to our dear friend, Mrs. 
Spurgeon, for mentioning our names." "I feel truly grateful to 1Hrs. 
Spurgeon for the kind sympathy she has shown towards me and my 
family in recommending our case to your very valuable Society." 

The practical work of the Society devolves principally upon the 
treasurer, Mrs. Evans, who is ably assisted by her fellow-officers and 
the ladies of the committee. Anyone who goes to the Ladies' Room at 
the Tabernacle on the Wednesday following the third and fourth 
Sundays in each month can see how heartily our energetic sisters devote 
their time and energies to the holy enterprise of ministering to the 
wants of the Lord's poor servants. We have already stated that their 
main object is to help the families of needy ministers in England by 
sending Lhem suitable parcels of clothing, but their annual Report issued 
in May last informs us that they had also assisted a few of the agents of 
the Tabernacle Colportage Association who have been ill. The gra
titude with which their gifts were received, and the facts that came to 
light about the straits in which these godly men are often placed, 
induced the· committee to determine to let them continue to share in the 
bounty they had to dispense, always provided, as our legal friends would 
say, that the claims of poor pastors were satisfied first. This is what 
they say:-" Those who are best acquainted with the colporteurs_ and 
their work know that it is a work which involves much self-sacrifice, 
and which certainly is not overpaid. While we wish to help the col
portenrs we do not intend to forget poor ministers. Our la~ours fo~ them 
we shall not in the least abate. What we ask is that our friends will help 
us in this new development of our society; for without this help is 
given, it will be impossible for us to render assistance to those hard
working and useful servants of our Master-the colporteurs. We ~re 
ready for increased labour ; our nands are willing, our hearts are will
ing. Let our friends come forward and help us, and thus share with us 
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the joy of ponring gladnm,s into hearts which otherwise might have Leen 
downca!lt Rnd sad." 

The total 'l"alne of the articles rnnt to colporteurs amounted to 
£24 10s. 3d., the snrn11est parcel being worth £3 ls. Gd., and the 
largest £5 18s. 'id. The gifts to ministers during the year ending May, 
187 8, ranF:ed from £2 8s. 9d. to £ 11 I 4s. 11 d., and reached the noble 
:mm of £139 Ss. 4½d., making the total amount distributed £16318s. 7½d., 
an increase of £:!5 14s. O½d. upon the previous year. The committee 
received in materials and clothing £89 18s lOd., and the balance was 
made up by donations from M:r. and Mrs. Spurgeon (£18), part col
lection at the Tabernacle, £10; subscriptions and donations, £30 18s.; 
and profit at annual and monthly tea meetings, £8 5s. 11 ½d, ; leaving 
£ G 15s. 10d. due to the treasurer when the account was closed. We 
:ire glad to learn that the receipts this year have been somewhat larger, 
although they are still far too small to meet the appeals for help that 
continue to come from all quarters. Mrs. Evans asks us to say the.t the 
Society needs, first, many more annual subscribers, so that new clothing 
or material may be purchased ; next, additional workers to make the 
garments, or help in the preparation and despatch of parcels; and also, 
new and even partly-worn clothes of all descripLions. Manufacturers, 
clothiers, drapers, haberdashers, milliners, and indeed all sorts and con
ditions of men and women, might help to supply the new articles; while 
others who are not engaged in business could make up parcels that 
would be acceptable to many families even though they have been worn 
a few times. It must not be supposed that the Society is occupied in 
collecting and distributing only "Old Clo'," as an article that 
appeared recently in one of our denominational papers would lead 
people to imagine, for its principal work is to send out new garments, 
although some clothes that have been worn by former owners are included 
in the parcels. We are assured tha.t "these are never sent unless they 
are good and such as no one need be ashamed to wear. . . • They 
would not disgrace the family of any minister." 

It is scarcely necessary to say that such gifts as these are most thank
fully received by those to whom they are sent, who are all of them (so 
says the Report) "ministers with large families and small incomes." 
Many men with good salaries find it difficult in these hard times to 
maintain tluir large families without getting into debt, and others who 
have, perhaps, only one or two little bodies to clothe and mouths to 
feed and minds to fill sometimes can scarcely tell how their small 
incomes can be eked out for the necessary period; but here are men 
who must present a respectable appearance, and who also are always 
expected to be ready to as~ist the distressed around them, and yet they 
have to be continually trying to answer the difficult question-how can 
an income that is barely rnlficient for one be made to supply the wants 
of four, six, eight, or it may be even ten or more individuals? It 
is no wonder that the poor preachers sometimes preach poor sermons : 
the marvel is that tbey can preach at all. Their own· clothes are 
scarcely fit to be worn in the pulpit, their wives are obliged to tarry at. 
home, for they cannot be seen in the oft-mended garments, which are 
the best and worst and all they have got ; and the children have to be 
kept from school because they can uot ue Eeut re~pectauly dressed. It 
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is not very surprising if, under such circumstances as these, they are 
found some day lying down to sleep under a juniper tree that they may 
escape for awhile from the cruel cares which, like the wicked .Jer.ehel, 
threaten to destroy them. Po~sibly, however, they imitate the nobler 
example of the "prophet of fire," as with unfaltering faith he climbed 
to the top of Carmel, and prayed till the windows of heaven were 
opened, and the blessing poured down upon the needy nation. They 
do pray, and the Lord hears and answers their petitions, and like as 
Elijah was strengthened for many days with the divinely-provided 
"cake baken on the coals," and "cruse of water," so are these his 
fellow-servants refreshed as they receive the tokens of Jehovah's faith
fulness and his people's thoughtful care. The spirit of good old Jacob 
revived "·when he saw the waggons" sent by his son from Egypt, and 
many poor pastors whose hearts before had fainted, have been lifted up 
in the same manner as their eyes have rested O!l the practical proofs 
that friends at a distance know of their needs and seek to supply 
them. 

The following letters are all extracted from the Society's last annual 
Report:-• 

"The parcel has come safely to us, and we are astonished at the large 
number of useful articles sent; we often wonder what we should have 
done to clothe our children but for your excellent Society. We admire 
the goodness of our heavenly Father in putting it into the hearts of his 
children to start and maintain a Society that helps so many of God'! 
servants in poor and isolated positions. These tokens of your love tend 
greatly to comfort our hearts, and help us on in our work." The value 
of the parcel sent was £7 8s. 

"I really am at a loss to express my thanks for the very useful things 
which you have so kindly sent ; the articles are so nice, and just what 
are needed, and we return our heartfelt thanks for your kindness. It 
has relieved our minds of a great burden; such kindness is a great help 
to my dear husband in his pastoral work, feeling as he does that kind 
friends at a distance are being moved by our heavenly Father to relieve 
our temporary wants." Value of parcel, £8 14s. ld. 

"We have just received the parcel of clothing in safety, for which we 
are very grateful. How much your kindness is appreciated we cannot 
express, but we do most sincerely tender thanks to those whose kindness 
has helped, in our case, to ease our shoulders in part of a load of 
anxiety.'' Value of parcel, £4 12s. 3d. 

" We are surprised at the number of things sent, but none the less 
pleased. They all fit remarkably well. The children are delighted at eo 
many new clothes: their eyes glistened as they saw them, and espe
cially when they found the sweets in their pockets ; and could you have 
heard them in their prayers say, 'God bless the kind friends' you 
would have felt somewhat repaid for your loving work." Value of 
parcel, £11 14s. Ud. 

"Words fail to express the gratitude we owe to our heavenly Father 
for the bountiful gifts sent to us from the Tabernacle. It would have 
gladdened your hearts to have seen the joy that filled our humble nome. 
Everything that was sent was so well selected, we could not have 
selected them better ourselves. It was worth something to witness the 
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deli~ht of the little one11. May heaven bless the givers and make their 
hcRrts !!lRd. If they can be more happy in giving than we are in 
rereiving how great must be their happiness." Value of parcel, 
£, I 711. ::Id. 

As these letters prove the need and usefulness of the-Society better 
than any words of ours, we shall conclude by quoting a few more of
them which have been received since the last annual meeting. 

As the result of the "note" in the December number of The Sword 
a11d the Trowel, a Baptist minister wrote :-

" My income is £ 1 4s. per week, with a wife and four children. 
Beinit placed in such an isolated spot, we find the necessaries of life 
very dear, clothinir particularly so, although new does not come often in 
onr wey, for things have to be turned and altered, and it is often a 
puzzle to me how my dear wife contrives as she does. My best coat 
was purchased eight years since, so that you will think I am not 
wasteful.'' 

On receipt of tbe parcel which was sent to him, he wrote :-
" The great difficulty now is to know how to thank yon and your 

helpers. The fact is you ongbt to have been here, for no words of mine 
can adequately express the joy and gladness that were expressed on my 
wife's face at the sight of the things you bad so kindly sent us. We 
both join heartily to thank you and your co-workers for the new-year's 
g-ift jnst received ; and if you have at all felt the force of the truth that 
it is more blessed to give than to receive, then I must say that you are 
blessed indeed." 

Another pastor writes :-
,, I cannot tell yon how thankful we both are to you and to the 

Ladies' Mission for the very valuable parcel yon have sent us. Its con
tents both surprised and delighted us ; it seemed as though you had 
overheard my dear wife as she bad talked with me concerning the 
many things she absolutely needed but saw no prospect of obtaining. 
We can scarcely realize that our needs have been supplied. Truly our 
heavenly Father's hand is in the matter, for he knew onr needs." 

Another:-
" On behalf of my dear wife and myself I write to say that we 

received your large and valuable parcel this evening. • It would have 
done you and the kind friends good to have seen the joy of our children 
as one after another the articles were unfolded and displayed. Every
thing, to use my wife's words, was exactly what was wanted, and the 
things you sent for her have filled her with joy and thankfulness. The 
Master will record one more act done to his servants for his sake. 
We can oniy thank you; he will commend and reward you for that 
which sprang from love to him." 

Friends who wish to aid this work are requested to forward all 
contributions, either of money, materials, or clothinl!, to the Metro
politan Tabernacle, addressed to Mrs. Evans, for the Missionary Work
ing Society. 
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~ugg Jtofudl .af ~allttugg. 
IT is no uncommon thing to se~ men who are fitted, by talents and acquire

ments, to occupy lurge and important spheres of usefulness passing their 
days in obscure positions, nnd in ministering to the help of only~ few. 

Such was the case of Hugh Stowell, o• Balle.ugh, in the Isle of Man. One 
wonders, in reading his hjstory, that he was content to pasR his life in such a 
place. Yet his time "'.as fe.r fro~ being _misspent. He successfully cultivated 
the fields he was appomted to till for his Lord. Concentrating his energies, 
he made them a power for good to those among whom he laboured. 

He owed his early religiou~ traioin_g to a pious mother; and how many have 
<lone the same! Permanent 1mpress1ons for good have been received by multi
tudes at their mother's knee; lessons that have been learnt there have never 
been forgotten. The church owes an unspeakable debt of gratitude to the in
structions and prayers of mothers. Think of how much came of such instruc
tions and prayers, as given and offared by Monica, the elder Mrs. Wesley, the 
mother of Doddridge, _and Mrs. ~a:y Winslow. None have more encourage
ment to work for Chnst than rehg1011s mothers, for, as a rule, such work is 
;productive of the largest 11.nd most blessed results. 

Hugh Stowell was for years, in his boyhood, the constant attendant of his 
afflicted mother. He daily read to her the Word from which she drew her 
-chief consolations. By what he thus read and heard of his mother's explana
tions of Scripture, his mind got gradually interested in the truth, and, yielding 
at last to its influence, he gave himself to God. The surrender was as complete 
as it was sincere. This was shown by the character he evinced, and the dedi
•cation he made of himself to the work of the Christian ministry. 

Exercising that ministry in the narrow sphere referred to, nothing of an 
eventful or exciting nature took place in connection with it. As a. man or great 
humility, and who thought little of his own capabilities and worth, he went 
about his duties in the quietest way possible, yet all the while walking closely 
with God, and seeking by many means the good of those among whom he 
Jived. 

Only four days' illness preceded his death. Catching a cold at a temperance 
meeting, inflammation followed, and, in spite of every appliance, speedily 
fol.filled its commission. 

He said to his youngest daughter, on t1,1e Saturday evening, that be wished 
her to sit by his bedside and talk with him about heaven, where be might soon 
,be. 

"Yon do not think there is danger?" she exclaimed. " Danger!" he re
•peated, "do not use the word, my dear; there can be no danger to the 
•Christian." 

His humility of spirit showed itself to his assembled children by a touching 
reference he made to a deceased daughter. "Dear Amelia said, when she was 
dying, 'I am saved like the thief upon the cross'; and so says your father, 
:my children." Memornble words, surely, from the mouth of one who for half & 

century had led a holy and useful life. 
Death did not come npon him by surprise. He had lived in the remem

brance of it, and been led to unticipate it with perfect calmness, and even with 
joy, as the entrance to a life of entire purity and bliss. 

Nor would he have had it come to him otherwise thim it did. He believed. 
·in accordance with his oft repeated prayer, that every circumstance connected 
with it was of his Ft1ther's appointment, and batle "ha.ii '' to its approach. 
"But what a sunset his encl was! how bright and cloudless and enviable. Yet it 
was in no wo.y," as his biographer remarks," tinged with enthnsi~sm." It was 
the declaration of his medicnl ttttendant that the absence of excitement in bis 
death-hed wct8 ns striking its the fulness of his joy. 

"Within a few miuntes of his departure he wiived his hand and exclaimed, 
13 
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' More than oonq11p.ror ! more than conque1·or !' Then 11.l'ter a p11use, stretching 
forth both arms, his conntenance beaming with more than earthly brightness 
he A.dded, 'a world of glory breaks upon my view; I see angels and archnngels' 
cher11bim 11.nd seraphim ; I see all our departed relatives end friends thet hav; 
died in the Lord ; I see God the Father sitting on the throne; I ~ee God the· 
Son standing at bis right hand; I see the spirits of just men mnde/erfect I' A 
momentary pause, and he expired without a sigh or a groan, an joined the 
society of those on whom he bad been g11zing with such wonder nnd delight."· 
" He that bum lileth himself shall be exalted.'' Oh how often God has 
i;rloriously honoured those in death who have daily honoured him in life.
From Dr. Fleming's "Ch1·i.~tia11 S1111scls." 

ROOM IH THE INFIRMARY OF THE STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE, 
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iaficts of ~a.ohs. 
Sermonic Fancy Work on the Figure, of 

our First Acquaintances ill Literature. 
By JoHN PAUL RITCHIE. Whitting
ham and Co., 91, Gracechurch Street. 

SHORT sermons upon Jack Homer, 
Humpty Dumpty, Jack Spratt and his 
wife, nnd other kindred things. Very 
clever, or they would be nltogether 
childish, but what is the good of them? 
Were half the ability which is here 
vainly spent occupied in something 
prnctical, n really good book might be 
the result. 
Little Tot's Album. The letterpress by 

Miss E. J. TUPPER. One hundred 
and thirty illustrations by first-class 
artists. S. W. Partridge and Co. 

A SUPERB book, its great fault being 
that no "Little Tot'' ought to be trusted 
with anything so valuable, and we do 
not like children to have toys or books 
with which they need to be careful. 
The binding is too grand, and the en
tire production is not of the sort to be 
given over to little hands to tear to 
fragments. For " Little Tots" we like 
cheap untearable books with plenty of 
coloured pictures. The Album is a 
work of art many grades beyond the 
requirements of "Little Tots." 

Leading Lights; a Scripture Daily 
Text Book. London: Simpkin. Edin
burgh : Menzies. 

A BIRTHDAY text book, strikingly bound, 
containing a portion of Scripture and a 
verse of a hymn for each day. All 
these little text books have a family 
likeness, and this is very similar to those 
which have gone before. 

Amos Fayle, by Mrs. PROSSER. Courage 
and Cowards. Ash/on Cottage. A 
Ray of Light to brighten Cottage 
Homes, Agatha Lee's Inheritance. 
Faithful unto Death, ls. 6d. each. 
James Nisbet and Co. 

HERE are six juvenile books with most 
inviting exteriors. They are remarkably 
cheap at eighteen-pence each, but we 
cannot undertake to rend them through. 
One of them, by l\Irs. Prosser, we have 
dipped into, am! cnn ,peak right well of 
it; and our confidence in our friends 

~ho_ make 1;1P "Nisbet and Co." fully 
Justifies us m recommending the rest, 
but we cannot make personal trial of 
each youthful story book. Life is not 
long enough, when a man is getting 
towards fifty, to allow of the perusal of 
j~venile books when they come six at a 
time. 

Comfort in Troubll'. By the Rev. 
SAMUEL MARTIN. Hodder& Stough
ton, 27, Paternoster Row. 

THIS book will be valued by many for 
the author's sake, whose evangelical 
simplicity, gentle spirit, and holy life 
gave a charm to everything he said and 
did. The comforts here suggested are 
such as come within the ordinary sphere 
of the Christian's sorrows and joys ; but 
they do not sink: to the greatest depths 
of his spiritual conflicts, nor rise to the 
highest sources of his consolation in the 
covenant of grace, the ever living inter
cession and the exceeding great and 
precious promises. The consoling reflec
tions here presented were well adapted, 
without doubt, and especially when 
more elabonted in public discourse, for 
the good and gracious purpose for which 
they were intended. 

Home Makers, and hou.· they made them; 
with motherly words to 1lfothers. 
By the late Mrs. CLARA L. BALFOUR. 
With a Biographical Sketch of the 
Author, by the Rev. Charlss Bullock, 
B.D. 1, Paternoster Buildings. 

ONE of the best of family books, brimful 
of practical wisdom. l\Iothers, fathers, 
children, servants may all learn some
thing from it. 1\lrs. Balfour has written 
so pleasantly, and withal so prudently, 
that we could wish to see a copy of 
"Home Makers" in every working 
man's house. The death of the authoress 
is a great loss to every worthy cause : 
in such a book as this she still speaks. 

S11nshine through the Clo11ds; or, the 
Reward of Gentleness. By FRANCES 
lsADELLE TYLcoTE. Sunday Schoo 
Union. 

A CAPITAL story for girls, especially for 
those who tease other8,or are themselves 
of a quick and fretfol dispo~ition. 
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.A. Book of Remembranre in Relation to 
the M.11~te1·y of Gnd. William Poole, 
12A, Pat.ernoster Row. 

WE give it up. The author probably 
had ~ome meRning upon his ~ind wh~~ 
he wrote his book: but he has concealed 
it by his words. \\' e have tried a friend 
or i~o, f?etting thC'm to read a page or 
!'O, but like ourselves, they were dead 
beaten before long, and declared that 
they coul<l neither make top nor tail of 
it. Distant approximations to sense 
occur, but they only tempt the reader 
onward into some sentences so obscure 
that he find~ himself utterly lost. If 
:inJ•body wishes to be completely con
fused and bewildered let him read this 
book. 

~lfany Things. Compiled by the Rev. 
CHARLES BuLLOcK, B.D. I, Pater
noster Buildings. 

Tms is a compilation of noteworthy 
facts. He who could so skilfully make 
such extracts may well be an author 
himself. There is not a dead thing in 
all the " Many Things.'' 

The Task. A Poem by WILLIAM 
CowrER. Illustrated by B1RKET 
FosTER. .Tames Nisbet and Co. 

A SPLENDID edition of Cowper's Task. 
beautifully bound, printed, and illus
trated. leaving nothing to be desired 
but the means to purchase it, and 
time to linger over every page, Cowper is 
not one-tenth as much read as he ought 
to be. He is the poet of the church of 
God beyond most others, the evangeli
cal poet who speaks more of the gospel 
than all the rest. 
.Agnes Graham, Deaconess. A Story of 

Woman"s ,ivork for Christ and his 
Church. By 111. A. l\'l. With intro
ductory paper by the Dean of Chester. 
W'illiam Hunt and Co. 

"' E commenced reading this story 
under the belief that we bad before us 
a veritable history, but soon found that 
it was a religious fiction. Reading on 
we were greatly charmed and affected 
lJy the incidents, so natural and life-like, 
ai,cl on concluding our pleasurable task 
we could not help excusing the mistake 
wLich Lad at fir,t displeased us. '.l'he 
~tory is a capital illustration of the text, 
•· 1 commend unto you Phc:ebe, our 
si,ter, which is a servant of the church," 

Rom. xvi. I. A better plcl\ for del\
conesees, or ladies set npart to visit the 
~ick 1md the poor, wn~ never written. 
Much B.s we dislike sisterhoods, \Vith 
their eccentric dresses and affectations 
we own that we could 1·nise no objectio~ 
to a sisterhood of Agnes G1.-nhnms. 
,ve wish we had such in our own 
church, officially recognised, nnd we nre 
glad that we have something like them 
without the name. The abuse of a good 
thing ought not to make us averse to the 
proper use of it. If ladies without avoca
tion would give up all their time to the 
Lord's work ns visitors of the sick, the 
fallen, the depraved, the dying, it would 
be a Christly thing, and greatly tend to 
aid the ministry of the word in the 
almost forlorn attempt to reach the 
poorest class of our vast city popula
tions. Are there none such m our 
churches? Would not ministers do well 
to speak upon the subject and suggest 
the consecration of educated and refined 
women to such a holy and needful work? 
Many ministering angels would soon be 
found among us in female form, and 
this wing of the army of faith might 
achieve great victories in the unselfish 
battle to bless the sinful sons of men. 

The story of Agnes Graham, which 
has greatly moved us, is not more 
cburchy than could well be helped, and 
gently winking our eye at a few natural 
blemishes we heartily commend it to the 
careful reading of our pastors and to 
the prayerful consideration of Christian 
women who are free from domestic cares 
and mioht find it a bliss and an honour 
to bec;me the recognised servants of 
the church, or even if unrecognised 
mi11:ht fulfil the same sacred ministry, 
feeling themselves to be called and or
dained of the Lord himself. 

"Earth has angels, though their forms are 
moulded 

But of such clay as fashions all below; 
Though harps are wanting, and bright pinions 

folded, 
We know them by the love-light on their 

brow. 

"I have seen angels'. by the sick one•s 
pillow,-

Thcirs was the soft tone and the souudless 
tread-

Where s~itten hearts were drooping like tho 
willow: 

'.l'hey stood between the living and the 
dead." 
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Tlwro11glmta1 in Cl11·istian Life and 
Practice, Dy the Rev. Sir EMILIUS 
DAILEY, .Bnrt., B.D., Vicar of St .. 
John's, Paddington. Hatchords, l'ic
codilly. 

Tms is oil that it profeeses to be, ond 
more still, ns it evinces thoroughness in 
Christinn doctrine upon which Christian 
life ond practice nre founded. While 
some Church dignitaries are giving their 
sanction to the speculative theologies of 
the present age it is pleasing to see one 
so high in rank and office clear ond out
spoken in the vindication of evangelical 
truths. '' I only touch," he ~ays, "upon 
those points in which, in the course of 
my ministry, I have specially observed 
o want of depth and completeness in 
the opinions and convictions of pro
fessing Christians." This is the duty of 
every Christian minister, and especially 
when it becomes needful, as in the pre
sent instance, to oppose a superficial 
Christianity by a thoroughness in 
Christian life and practice. What is 
meant by this thoroughness may be 
best gathered from;the few following ex
tracts:-" Woe unto us if we draw our 
inspiration from any earthly motive, if 
from fear of man or love of human ap
plause, we keep back what is profitable, 
and fail to declare all the counsel of 
God." Again, '' Shallow convictions of 
sin and half-conversions, if I may be 
allowed the expression, lie at the root of 
llluch of the defective religion of the 
present day; and one of my objects in 
~riting these pages is to warn profess
mg Christians of the danger of resting 
satisfied with any partial and incom
complete foundation of the spiritual 
life." Once more, "It is the glory of 
the gospel to do that for man which he 
cannot do for himself. Under the law 
the condition of perfect obedience is 
required to be performed by man him
•·~lf :_ under the gospel the same condi
t10n 1s proposed as having been already 
performed by a mediator. And in this 
substitution of the person consists the 
principal 11nd essential difference of 
the two schemes." Such is the tho
roughness which pervades this whole 
volume, Would that it pervaded the 
whole church to which he belongs; and 
others that profess to be more pure. 
Never was Christianity u101·e exten
sively professed, and never, we felll', less 

thorough in proportion to its elttended 
profession, than in the present day. 
Family Devotion. The Book of Psalms 

arranged for Worship. With medi
tations on each portion. By the Very 
Rev. HENRY LAw, M.A., Dean of 
Gloucester. Vols. I. and II. James 
Nisbet and Co. 

IN his own peculiar rhythm, short 
sentences with a peculiar cadence, 
Archdeacon Law gives us /!Ood things 
in profusion, in a style which is half 
prose, half poetry, but altogether 
gracious. Those who bave read his 
"Christ is All" will expect him to say 
some charming th~~$s upon the Psalms; 
and he does so. vv e do not feel that 
this is a case in which our praise is 
wanted; if it were, it should be given 
without stint. Henry Law is a name 
which is loved wherever it is known. 

Potto Brown: the Village Philanthro-
pist. St. Ives, Hunts: Albert Good
man, Green End. 

THE actual printing of a book does not 
much concern the reviewer as a rule, 
but when it is specially and singularly 
bad it is his duty to remark upon it. 
Seldom or never have we come across a 
volume so badly wrought upon the 
press ; many pages are so pale that they 
are barely legible, and others are black: in 
proportion. We thought at first that 
we had met with a spoiled sheet, but 
the work is bad throughout, and we 
earnestly call attention to it on the part 
of the firm whose imprint it bears. 

The memoir itself, for such it really 
is, is made up of three very readable 
essays by the friends of Mr. Brown, and 
a sermon by Henry Allon. Trivialities, 
more amusing than edifying, are no& 
wanting, but there is so much that is 
manly, good, and worthy of record that 
we at oue time resolved to make an ar
ticle out of the book, and so show our 
appreciation of it in the most practical 
manner. Since then we have received 
11 paper from a friend which suits our 
purpose still bet!er. ~egarded as _recol
lections of the life of an eccentric and 
excellent Christian wan the book before 
us deserves reading, aud ought to have 
a London publishe1·, 11ud to be properly 
printed. For f1;1rther_ relllar~~ we/efer 
ou1· readers to tne article 111 1 lte ,!:;u·ord 
011d the 1'rowel fur this lllunth. 
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Biblical Tlungs ,u,t ge,1e1'allg knorl'n. A 
collection of fact~, notes, and in
formation concernino- much that is 
rare, qm,int, curiou~, obscure, and 
little known in relation to Iliblicnl 
subjects. First Series. Elliot Stock. 

THis work honestly fulfils its title. In 
perusing it we have met with a laro-e 
number of sing-ularly instructive facts, 
many of which were quite unknown to 
us before, but which are calculated to 
throw considerable light upon obscure 
pass~es of the word of God. We like 
the idea of the work, and the manner 
in which it has been hitherto can·ied 
out is most excellent. \Ye give one 
specimen of the style of facts here used 
in illustration:-

"' Passing under the rod.'-Leviticus 
xxvii. 32. 

"A Christian missionary gives the 
following interesting explanation of this 
figurati,e t>xpression :-In Syria, just 
below my house, which stood facin" the 
:Mediterranean Sea, there was a sheep
fold ; a large area surrounded by high 
walls. It bad but one entrance, a little 
gatewav near the corner. It was low 
and narrow, and a man must stoop to 
get into it. Every night the shepherd 
brin!:!s home his flock from outside the 
city,~ or from the distant field, or the 
mountain side, to be gathered into this 
fold. And as they pass into this narrow 
iratewa:,,, they must f!O one by one. No 
huddling, and crowdinir, and jostling, as 
boys do sometimes at play ; and as they 
pass in, the shepherd stands by the gate 
and holds his crook over them, to count 
them one by one as they f:!O in. Every 
night the shepherd does this, and so he 
knows if any are left out in the field or 
on the mountains. And to this count
ing of the sheep as they pass under the 
rod we wish to call uttention. \Ve huve 
always Bupposed, and most people now 
think, that to pe~s under the rod means 
to pass under some affliction, to expe
rience some great trial. Some one has 
written a touching piece of poetry, 
called, • Passiag under the rod,' showing 
how one and unother was afflicted, and 
made to pa~s under the rod of God's 
ch8I!tisement. It does not mean any 
such thing; as you will see by two 
passages of Scripture. Lev. xxvii. 32. 
' .And concerning the tithe of the herd, 
or of the flock, even of whatsoever 

passeth unde1· the rod, the tenth 1\11\Jl 
be holy u!l~o the Lord.' Jer. xxxiii. 13. 
'!~ the c1tres of the mountnins, in the 
c1t1es of the vale, end in the cities of 
the south, and in the land of Benjamin 
and in the places about Jerusalem nnd 
in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks 
pa~s again unde1· the hnnds of him that 
tclleth (cormleth) them.' This is ll work 
of restorRtion, and in the fields the1·e 
shall be flocks in great number, 11nd 
they shall pass under the hand of the 
shepherd, who tells them one by one as 
he gathers them into the fold." 

Songs of S1mslii11e. By MARIANNE 
FARNINGHAM. James Clarke and Co. 

ri:E1:1s volume is a reprint of many of the 
pieces of verse which the authoress 
has contributed to religious periodicals. 
Those who enjoyed them as they were 
issued separately will he glad to possess 
them in this compact form. Though 
not certainly of the hi"hest class of 
poetic effort, there is yet~ good deal of 
sweetness and piety in them, and that in 
the judgment of many will cover e. 
multitude of sins. Consi<lerin" the 
fearful amount of unreasonin<T ~hyme 
which jingles all around us, rhese are 
not so bad after all. 

Granada; or, the Expulsion of tl1e 
Moors from Spain. By GEORGE 
CunnT. Wesleyan Conference Office. 

TeE story of the expulsion of the 
Moors from Spain is a part of the 
poetry of history. It is sad to hear the 
knell of a dying nation, even though 
above the booming sound the shouts 
of exulting victors rise into the air. 
One is glad that the Moslem power was 
driven out of Western Europe, and yet 
one's heart is sorrowful that during the 
struggle so much treachery and cruelty 
should have been associated, we will not 
say with Christianity, but with that 
which was mistaken for it. 

We have often thought thRt if the 
more fascinating parts of actual history 
were made into books for young people, 
they would interest them quite as much 
as fiction. \Ve are glad to find the at
tempt made in this instance, and sue• 
cessfully made too. We trust the 
autho1· will be encouraged to attempt 
other chapters out of the great volume 
of providence. 
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,Chapters on E11eryday, Things; ot, ~is
tories and Me.rvels m Common Life. 
Religious Tro.ct Society. 

·SucH a book as we could wish every ~oy 
and girl to 1·eacl; packed full of m
forrno.tion pleo.so.ntly given and profitably 
used, In the hnnds of our author toe 
bi·eo.kfast and tea table furnish fruitful 
themes: while our knives, our money, 
our clothes, and our summer hats ~re 
not forrrotten. It is e. book which 
Cl1ildl'en °of a le.rn-er rrrowth might read 

., o . h. 
with advo.ntage, for there 1s muc 1~no-
rauce ab1·oad a.bout common thmgs. 
Many young ladies know. more about 
Sophocles than abo11:t stockmgs, !11:1d are 
better acquainted with the position of 
Timbuctoo than with the use of a 
puddincr-bacr. The engravings are 
numero

0

us a~d good, the binding is mo~t 
attractive, and as a whole the work IS 

.nrs t-class. 

Recollections of Alexander Duff, D.D., 
LL.D. By Rev. L.-1.L BEHARI DAY. 
London: T. Nelson and Sons. 

PERHAPS one of the best incentives to 
missionary zeal is the 1·ec01·d of devoted 
labours in the mission field. Dr. Duff 
wo.s in an especial sense a worthy exam
ple of complete consecration to that 
honoured work and we heartily wel
-come this sketch from the standpoint of 
a Hindoo. The subject is such a colossal 
one that we expect a fuller and more 
exhaustive bioaraphy to appear before 
lonrr; but in th~ meantime these" Recol
lections" will serve as an outline sketch 
of the noble Scotch missiona1·y. A little 
judicious clipping and excision W?uld,_ 
we tliink have added to the merits of 
Mr. Day'; volume. Some of the incidents 
recorded are very trivial, but even these 
blemishes are proofs of the author's sin
cere admiration for a truly great man. 
May the reading of this book kindle 
afresh the missionary e.1·dour of the 
church. 

7'he Fitness of Christianity to llla11. 
Befoa- the Bohren Lectures for 1878. 
By F: 0. HUNTINGTON, S.T.D., Bishop 
of Centrnl New York. London: 
Nisbet o.nd Co. 

WHAT is commonly called the" moral 
.argument" is, we_ ~e!ieve1 e.~o~g _the 
best proofs of the d1vm1ty ot Chr1st1111llty: 
,its adaptation to the needs of man speaks 

loudly in favour of its heavenly origin. 
This is the sol id basis of these four able 
lectures. The author starts from the 
proposition that'' The Christian faith is 
found to be true by its adaptation to 
mankind. Man wants it in his consti
tution, grows and ripens in every faculty 
by its supplies, and comes to the mea
sure of the stature of his perfection 
only by the working in him of its 
power. If man is authentic, so is the 
Christian revelation. If man has a 
Jerri timate place, so has the gospel a 
pl;ce there with him, and ;iy the same 
rirrht." This argument is elaborated 
aid proved by Christianity's action on the 
human heart, on fabe religious culture, 
on doubt and disbelief, and in the sphere 
of the human will. The lectures are in 
every way commendable. 

Men and things Russian; or, Iloliday 
1i·avels in the Lands of the Cz-ir. By 
the Rev. JAMES CHRISTIE, B.A. 
Edinbm·gh : Andrew Elliot. Carlisle : 
Chas. Thurnam and Sons. 

AN amusin", chatty description of a. 
minister's h~liday spent in Russia. It 
is time that more was known about 
Russia by most peop_le, _ and t~ese_ lec
tures will be helpful ID 1mpartrng mror
mation. They are pleasant_ readrng, 
and mention many matters which would 
be passed over in more_ pretentious 
works -little matters which make us 
more familiar with real Russian life than 
some of the weightier pieces of inforwe.
tion. 

The Peacock Butterfly. Where a Pe1111y 
went to. 9d. each. Through the Rail
ings. One Talent only. Wonders of 
the Waters. Js. each. The Boys of 
Highfield. ls. 6d. Religious Tract 
Society. 

ALL good, especially "Wonders o~ the 
"\Vaters," wherein m1my common obJects 
of the see.shore are made to teach the 
manifold wisdom of God. One nature.I 
history book, well writ~en, is worth all 
the tales which could be between here 
and the moon. The tale mark~t, ho~
ever never seems to flag, but if all its 
mer~he.ndise eq u111led in value the pro
ductions of the Religious Tr11ct.Soc1ety, 
our growlings would not be halt so deep 
nor so frequent. 
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Tlte Aggres.,ive Cl,ai·acter of Ch1·is
lia11it_11. By Rev. W111. UNSWORTH, 
London: Wesle,-n Conference Office. 

AN earnest, thorough attempt to rouse 
the church of Christ to a sense of her 
responsibility as the steward of the 
gospel. Though there is little that is 
new, and here and there a sentiment 
which we do not agree with, yet, upon 
the whole, we commend this earnest pro
duction of an earnest heart. The 
chapter on " The Means of Christian 
Aggression •' is worth printing as a 
separate tract, and would help greatly 
in rightly directing much effort which 
at present is misapplied. As it needs a 
whole Christ to save the sinner so it 
will require the whole church to save 
the world, and the sooner the church is 
fully aware of this the better. 

Sermons preached at Trinity Church, 
Dublin. By the late JoeN GREGG, 
D.D., Bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and 
Ross. Nisbet nnd Co., Berners Street. 

lT is well with a Christian preacher 
when bis character and position super
sede the necessity of studied eloquence 
and a display of learning, in order to 
gain the sympathy and confidence of 
his hearers. He is at liberty at once 
and throughout to address them in a 
free and c;;-nversational manner. Such 
was evidently the case with respect to 
the sermons before us. They are 
neither too intellectual nor too collo
quial, too critical nor too diffuse, too 
emotional nor too inanimate. They 
are in all things a pattern of good 
preaching : '' in doctrine showing un
corruptness, graYity, fincerity, sound 
speech that cannot be condemned, that 
he that is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed having no evil thing to say 
of it." •· Alon_g with great original 
thought," says the preface, "sound 
doctrinal teachin_g, and very able expo
sition of Holy Scripture, they will be 
found to contain all that force of lan
guage, heart-melting pathos, and irre
sistible power of appeal, for which, as a 
preacher, John Gregg was so remarl1-
able." Bishop Gregg is said, moreover, 
to have been "the foremost pulpit orator 
in the Irish church during the present 
century." Of this we cannot form a 
judgrnent, but assuredly Mr. Gregg behl 
such a dil,tinguisbed position in bis own 

denomination thilt most fittin~ly these 
specimens of his pulpit mimstrntions 
have been preserved, 

Glimpsr.s of l11dia a11d of Missi011 L,fe. 
By Mrs. I-lnTcIU10N. Wesleyan Con
ference Office. 

EVIDENTLY written by one who has felt 
the burden of India's necessity, and s.till 
feels it. This is no ordiDBry boo!{, hut 
contains a rare amount of information. 
"re recommend its being placed in 
every Sunday-school library, not so 
much for the use of the children as for 
the teachers. Mrs. 1-Iutcheon, being 
deprived from ill he,1.lth of the power of 
se1·ving India by personal labour in that 
wonderful country, does her best in this 
volume to arouse the missionary spirit 
in others, and we hope and believe he1· 
pages will not be written in vain. ,ve 
frankly confess thnt we have been held 
CRptive by her interesting chapters upon. 
l\lysore, and we feel that we have made 
considerable ndvance in our Indiarr 
knowledge by having enjoyed these 
" Glimpses." 
Remarkable Cases of Conversion, and' 

other Experiences, showing the value· 
of Faith in the Faithful Promiser. 
By JOHN RICHARDSON PHILLIPS. 

James Nisbet and Co. 
A nooK which is calculated to be a great 
blessini. The conversions are col
lected from every quarter, and are se
lected with great judgment. As facts
are ahvays more powerful than opinions,. 
we trust that many who have read reli
oious exhortations without conviction 
~ill be struck with the remarkable 
incidents here brought before them
The natural deduction from many of the 
narratives here given is-there must be, 
and evidently is, a singular power in, 
true religion; manifestly it chases away 
melancholy, it subdues the temper, and 
changes the whole current of life in 
those who become subject to its power •. 

• What can this be which exerts so potent 
an influence? It cannot be an old 
wives' fable, or a mere fiction. The 
moral miracles of the gospel are its
standing evidence. This book, interest
ingly written, suitably illu~trated, and 
tastefully bound, is likely to win readers
where less attractive works would fail, 
antl when those readers nre won its tone 
and spirit are Buch that we shall have 
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good hope thot the readers will become 
thinkers nnd believers through God's 
good Spirit. 

Th~ Psalmist: n Collection of Hymn 
Tunes, Chants, and Anthems, pub
lished under the Editorinl Superin
tendence of EnENEZEB PROUT, B.A. 
London : J. Hnddon and Co., Bou
verie Street. 

Tms is a praiseworthy attempt to re
suscitate a book known for many 
years as The Psalmist, which was edited 
by Vinoent Novello. In the present 
edition about 150 of the old tunes have 
been retained, and some of the har
monies have been simplified. In some 
instances there are two varieties of the 
same tune to different hymns-an ex
periment of very doubtful value. Some 
of the tunes rejected should, we think, 
have been retained, and if they have 
been sacrificed to modern taste, ~o much 

ll'fENTONB.-The notes have to be made up 
early, and so we can only report ourselves 
up to the middle of the month as better, 
though weak in the knees, and liable to 
sharp rheumatic pains at every change of 
weather. We hope, however, to return 
and preach at home on the second Sabbath 
of April, unless some circumstances should 
cause an alteration, The air of Mentone 
is dry, and the weather is usually fine, 
and this together with the superlative com
fort of the Hotel de la Paix will, we hope, 
under the divine blessing further promote 
complete restoration. The genial host of 
our hotel does all that lies in his power in 
all ways to make our sojourn a pleasant 
one, and we feel quite at home in his well
ordered establishment. We are surrounded 
by friends of the choicest kind, who seem 
to come and go in succession, as if by 
arrangement. Dr. Bennet is, as usual, 
extremely kind, and exercises his best skill 
for our recovery. 

Mr. Hudson Taylor has looked in upon 
us ; Pasteur Bost we have also met both 
in public and in private with great de
light, and we have had most profitable 
and pleesing interoourse with the beloved 
George Muller, of Bristol. We count it a 
surpassing joy to have been indulged with 
several hours of fellowship with this man 
of God, His preaching is most spiritual 

the worse for modern taste. We have 
a strong conviction that the subordina
tion of the melody to harmony is not 
conducive to effective congregational 
singing, but this seems to be the 1?11iding 
principle of modern psalmocly. We may 
be called old-fashioned, but ordinary 
people must have a taking melody if 
they are to enter heartily into ·the Ser
vice of Song. The book before us is one 
of the best we have seen, for while the 
harmonies will satisfy the organist, most 
of the melodies will be found to be Con
gregational. An edition is published 
with tunes only for those congregations 
preferring to use a different collection 
of hymns. The book has its faults, 
doubtless; but its merits are such that 
we can confidently recommend it as a 
very fair compromise, which will meet 
the necessities of any ordinary con
gregation. It is well printed, and is 
published at a low price. 

and strengthening; but in private he im
presses us even more. His evident hap
piness and holy peacefulness read a blessed 
lesson to one who is far too apt to be Cll8 t 
down. We hope next month to write a. 
paper about Messrs. llliiller, Bost, and 
Taylor, if our mind be in fit order. 
Our brethren Tansley (invalided) and 
Feltham (just married) have been with 
us for a time, since the departure of Mr. 
Passmore; and so we have had two College 
men at hand, and our este~med brother 
Mr. Thomas Marshall, late of the church. 
in Bryanston Hall, who contributes a 
paper to this month's magazine, h~ also 
been in our company. \Ve ure revived m 
spirit, and strengthened in nerve, though a 
little perplexed by the report of the qol
portage Society, which we desire to br:rng 
before the Lord in prayer, at the same time 
tbat we use the means by informing his 
people. \Ve need a large measure of faith. 
a.t this juncture, and we are able to feel 
confident that the Lord will supply the 
needs of his own work. We cannot afford 
to be anxious, for this would neither 
honour the Lord nor benefit our mental 
or physical health. 

FrNANCES. - Regular readers of the 
magnzine will notice that our contribution 
lists are again short this mollth. \Ve aro 
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b1Lppy to say th1Lt none of our vessels hlLve 
run aground yet, and we do not expect any 
of them will be allowed to do so ; but we 
think it me.'\" be e.s well to let our friends 
know that the WRters which keep the good 
ships " College" and "E"'angelists" aft.oat 
ha"'e not been nearly as deep as usulLl, and 
the capt11in and crew of the" Colportage" 
are crying out pretty loudly that the 
streams ha'l"e not been flowing in tlieir 
direction lately, and as R consequence they 
are at present in 'l"ery she.How water. 

Some time ago, when m had fifty Col
porteurs e.nd little or no capital to work 
with, we made &n appeal and funds were 
gi..-en. Now there are 82 Colporteurs, 
e.nd the stock is too low to go on with, paying 
cash. Any other way of actin~ is difficult 
in practice and unsound in principle, and 
therefore we need another £1,000 capital. 
Moreover, as the sum paid by each district 
is not sufficient to support the colporteur 
and pay the ~orking expenses, we have to 
depend in pa.rt upon se.les of books, but 
o"'ing to the general depression of trade 
the sales are greatly diminished, and so each 
district is worked at a beaner loss. This 
rails for larger amounts in the form of 
subscriptions, or we shall run dry. Of late 
donations he.'<'e been very fe..,., and our ex
chequer is at the lowest ebb. A great 
work is done by the Colporteurs both in 
gospel preaching, temperance lecturing, 
tract distributing, and sick visiting, no less 
than 75,000 families being '<'isited monthly. 
This is the L~rd's work, and we are now 
in a real difficulty. Here is room for 
faith, and our faith looks up to God for 
immediate help. We cannot think that it 
is his will for us to stay this holy service, 
which he is so greatly blessing. The silver 
and the gold are the Lord's, and he can 
mo..-e a single donor to send us £1,000 if he 
pleases, or he can raise up many friends to 
make up the amount. We feel it right to 
tell our brothers and sisters in Christ of 
the need of the Lord's work just now, but 
ha'<'ing done so, we are not going to make 
any abject appeal, or to put ad>'ertisements 
in the pa.per about our distres~. Though 
this trial comes when we could have 
wished to escape it, judging according to 
the weakness of our fleah, yet we will 
rejoice in it in spirit, and bless the Lord, 
who will supply the need as surely as he 
lays the burden upon us. If any donors 
to the Orphanage or the College have 
judged the Colportage to be of secondary 
importance we assure them it is not so. 
It is doing e. grand work for the Lord in 
benight~d districts, and we love it by no 
means Iese than any other of our inatitu
tions. We have failed to interest others 

in it as ·we oould wish, ILnd seeing that we 
are powerless in the matter, e.nd straitly 
shut up b)' urgent necessity, we oast the 
whole business upon the Lord, exp,ioting 
to see his delivenng hand. Coming just 
after our Tabernacle friends have been 
giving to the Testimonial, and just before 
the annual College meeting, an appeal to 
tho Christian publio is most inopportune, 
and by no means likely to prevail ; but e.n 
appeal to the Lord is never unseasonable, 
neither is he straitened. " My soul, we.it 
thou only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him." 

SPl!:CI.I.L SERVICES AT THE TABERNACLE. 
-We are gle.d to be able to furnish our 
readers with a more detailed account of 
the evangelistic work at the Te.berne.cle 
than time would permit last month, be
lieving that many, both far and near, will 
be interested in hearing what the Lord has 
done for our beloved flock during our en
forced absence. First of all we must 
mention tl,e 1vorke1·s, upon whom the bur
den of labour has principally reated. 
There was such 11, numerous host of these 
that it is difficult to commence the list for 
fear that some of the worthies should be 
unintentionally unnoticed. Of course the 
principe.l part of the responsibility rested 
upon the College Evangelists, Messrs. 
Cia.rke and Smith, and the Tabernacle 
Evangelists, Messrs Fullerton and Cham
berlain. We have no wish to compare 
the style of the two chief speakers, or to 
contrast the methods of the sweet singers 
and pl0,yers upon instruments, but we are 
delighted to hear that every address de
livered by Messrs. Clarke and Fullerton 
has been felt to be " in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power," while the lively 
strains from the voice and cornet of Mr. 
Smith, and the tender pathos in 1111 Mr. 
Chamberlain's solos have had much to 
do with me.king the meetings e. complete 
success. The members of the choir also 
deserve our most hearty thanks, for not 
only were they found at e.11 the services in 
the Tabernacle, under the able leadership 
of our esteemed friend Mr. E. Frisby, 
singing and making melody to the Lord, 
both in their hearts and with their voices, 
but many of them also attended the Satur
day night prayer-meetings to help in the 
singing. Among the werkers we must 
not omit to name our indefatigable brother 
and co-pastor, whose labours a.re untiring 
while we are laid aside, and the dee.cons 
and elders and other friends upon whom 
devolved the task of arranging for the 
month's services, and carrying out the 
whole in a. most satisfactory 1W1,nner. As 
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ueual, our rigbtly-revBl'ed, ebirt-eleeved 
Bishop Murrnll, organized and directed 
and toiled ue no one else could do. We 
can scarcely tell how much we owe to him 
for the success of tho Testimonial Bazaar, 
to which he gave almost the whole of one 
month's thou!(ht and service, e.nd now 
that so shortly e.fterwe.rds he he.a devoted 
the same length of time to the still nobler 
ministry of seeking to so.ve souls, no 
words of ours can e.dequately express our 
.deep sense of gratitude. Mr. Murrell 
would, no doubt, tell us that the credit 
for the Bazaar must be she.red with him 
by the large number of friends who 
laboured long before the public se.w the 
result of their willing and united efforts 
as well as at the time of the great sale. 
If we a.re permitted to return e.nd to 
receive the testimonial, we will try to 
thank them as they deserve. He would 
also be sure to say that the special services 
would never have been blessed as they 
have been, unless me.ny earnest Christians 
had resulved to do a.II they could in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and for the glory 
of God, whether they were seen e.nd 
praised by their fellow Chriatie.ns or not. 
At lea•t I 50 presented themselves as 
anxious to converse with enquirers, and 
night after night they were found scat
toced all over the building, watching 
for souls as those that must give account. 
They were all furnished' with tickets on 
which wne printed "hints" as to the 
best methods of working, e.nd twenty-three 
texts that were likely tu be useful to them 
in their wo1 k, but they were all expected 
to be famili1tr with the Word of God, so as 
to give divine authority for their warnings, 
~ntreaties, instructions, or invitations. 

It i• tou e1trly to speak of the lull results 
of the meetings, but enough is known to 
me.ke u• praioe the Lord for his goodness. 
The final harvest will only be gathered in 
glory, but many golden sheaves he.ve been 
.already brou!(tit in by those who went 
forth weeping, bearing the precious seed. 
Pra) er-meetings were held before each ser
vice, and enq uirera' meetings at the close, 
and 'lfter the lirat few evenings the numbers 
remaini11g were so large that the young 
men's meetiug bad to be removed from the 
glass-room to the lecture-he.II, and the 
meeting for females from the ladies' room 
to the one vacated by the young men. It 
Wa• a great joy to the sick pastor when the 
-cheering news arrived, •• some souls hav.1 
been sai,ed at ei·ery se1·vice." To our 
!oving Lord be the whole of the glory, for 
it all lJelongs to him alone. 

We g1t,•e a brief outline last month of 
the wo1·k that was mupped out by the 

committee, and of the meetings held during 
the first week in February. On Sunday, 
the 9th, Mr._ W. P. Lockhart, of Liverpool, 
preached with much e.ccepte.nce in the 
11:1orning an~ evening to large congrega
t10ns ; e.nd m the afternoon Mr. :Smith 
conducted e. special service for children, 
when the Tabernacle was nearly filled with 
Sunday-scholars and their teachers and 
friends. The subject of the address was 
"Joseph's waggons," and six prizes were 
offered for the best report of it. Forty
four scholars competed, and their sketches 
were so good that ultimately thirteen prizes 
were aw .. rded. 

At the close of the evening service, and 
also on the two succeeding 8abbaths, a 
number of volunteers went into the sur
rounding streets and invited the passers
by to fill up the places of those who had 
left the building. In this way tl:.e Evan
geliRts reached many who would not other
wise have been present; and the short 
after-services have been described as see.
sons of unusual power. 

On Monday, the I0tb, special prayer 
was presented for a blessing on the work, 
and Messrs. Clarke and :Smith gave e.n 
account of their labours in the country 
The next night the area was re:;erved fo; 
empluyes in tactories, who were present iu 
large n_umbers_, the lower gallery being 
tilled with a mL!lcellaneous audience. The 
addresses e.nd singing were very im
press1 ve, as they were also on Wednesday 
evening, when men en~a~ed in the meat 
trade, and their wives,

0 

w~re specially in
~ited. Mr. Clarke preacutli a very effect
ive sermon on Thursday, and the next 
night about twelve hundred coalmen and 
porters were provided with a mea.t tea. 
llefore going up to the meeting in the 
Tabernacle. lUr. Smith's gravhic de
scription of the prodigal so11 was well 
received; Mr. Clarke's address on" Jesus 
the Way" must have been blessed to 
some, and Mr. Fullerton's iUustmtio11 of 
the man who tolli his companion tha.t he 
cume to tea ''just as he was, for he was 
afraid he should be too late " was very 
telling. The Saturday night prayer
meeting fitly closed a week ol gre"'t 
blessing. 

On Sunday, the 16th, our son Charles 
preached in the morning &nd evening, and 
it we.s a source of great comfort to his 
father to hear that on that de.y the congre
gations were more crowded the.n thuy had 
been at any s~rvice since he left home. It 
was still more encour.,ging to learn the.t 
the sermons were most approprillte to the 
occasion, and best of e.11 to know that the 
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Lord confirmed the word 'With signs fol
lowing in the ealvation of sinners. Almost 
all who w~re present at night remained 
for the evangelistic meeting, and others 
were brought in to fill the few seats that 
had been vacated. The afternoon service 
for domestic servants and otheni was well 
attended, and Mr. Fullerton's earnest 
words were felt to be clothed with even 
more than usual force. At the prayer
meeting the following evening the principal 
incidents were the co-pastor's soul-stirring 
address, founded on Job xxxi. 14, and the 
intnesting account given by Mr. Hamilton 
of his work in Cape Town ana neighbour
hood. The Tuesday and. Wednesday 
night senicei; for young people and women, 
respectively, were '<ery successful. On the 
latter 00<:a.sion tea was provided for a 
number of poor mothers, and others, by 
some of our kind lady friends who wished 
their bodies to be fed before they wera 
taken in to enjoy the spiritual feut pre
pared for them. Mr. Clarke's sermon on 
the Thursday was one of his beit efforts, 
and was the means of blcs~ing to both 
saved and unaaved. Friday, the 21st, was 
remarkable as being the time when the 
smallest congregation assembled. Even 
then there were about twelve hundred 
present, and as the snow was several 
inches deep no more could reasonably have 
been expected. The 'Wl'eather throughout 
the month was most unfavourable, and yet 
thousands gathered together almost every 
evening tu hear the simple gospel earnestly 
spoken or sung by our honoured brethren. 
It is vain for anyone to tell us or them 
that the old truth has lost its power, for 
1vc lw01r better. On the occasion referred 
to 11bove, arrangements had been made for 
an experience meeting, and accordingly a 
considerable number of believers testified 
to their faith in Christ and the Lord's 
dealings with them. Mr. William Olney 
and Mr. Smith were amongst the witness 
bearers. The enquirers' meeting was un
usually profitable, being held in the Taber
nacle instead of in the smaller rooms. 
Another week"s happy toil was closed 
with the Saturday night prayer-meeting 
conducied by the elders. 

Our highly esteemed friends, Pastors 
W. Stott and J. P. Chown, did good ser
vice by their powerful sermons on the 
morning and evening of Sunday, the 23rd ; 
and thi, hfternoon meeting for young men 
and women engaged in the City was a 
thoroughly good one. Mr. Cllirke was loo 
unwtll to be at the Monday night prayer
meeting, but the presence of Mr. William 
Olrn,y in the chair, and the intert,sting 
and encouraging zeports of evangelistic 

work given by Messrs. Smith, Fullerton, .. 
and Burnham ensured e. mu•t pruflt11bl0 
evening. On Tuesday the areo. w11s re
served for e111plo_yes in potteries 11nd factor
ies; and on W ednesde.y for policemen und 
railway men. Mr. Cllll'ke am.l lllr. Fuller
ton spoke both nights with gre11t unction; 
indeed, one of Mr. Clarke's enthuoie.stio 
admirers said that he had never he11rd him 
speak as ho did at W ednesd11y'• meeting o 
every word seemed to be full of lorce, and 
it is no wonder that he " sm11shed into 
those modern- thuught fellows." He 
preached again on the Thursd .. y, and pre
sided at the closing meeting of the series 
the next night, but it wus evident that he 
was quite exhausted, Previuus to this 
final service a mea~ tee. was given to some 
twelve or fourteen hundred of the poorest. 
inhabitants of the district around the 
Tabernacle; and if we were tu tel1 how 
much was consumed by the motley crowd 
our readers would scarcely believe it un
less they have catered for similar parties. 
A hymn book and sermon were presented 
to each guest before they went up•taiI'B to 
the meeting, where they listened most 
attentively to the addreseu of Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Fullerton, and N td Wr:ight, many re
maining e.t the close to the meetings for 
enquirers. The special work was closed 
by the meeting for prayer 11nd testimony 
conducted by the elders on Saturday, 
March I, and the visits paid by lhem on 
the following afternoun to the vario~s 
classes connected with the Tabernacle, for 
the purpose of" co11fi1ming the disciJJles," 
e.nd seeking to lettd to the S11viour those 
who still remained undecided. 

The cost of the month's mission will be 
v&y considerable, but it will be in part. 
defrayed by collections made on Sunday, 
March 9, a:ad the balance will be cheerfully 
met by many friends who cuunt the rich 
8piritue.l reoults worth intinittly more than 
the money nectssarily expended in ~ecu.r
ing them. Should any re11der d~sue to 
share in the discipl~s• work of feedmg the 
multitude by contributing e. barley .lo11f or 
a few bm11ll fishts, their help will not be 
rtfused, for we h,ne not now the mir11cu
lous power of actual multiplic11tion of the 
temporal food, thuugh the thous1u,ds of 
'' men, besidt>S women and children '' are 
with us, and, blessed be his name, the 
Master is present tuo. 

CoLLEGE.-During the past month Mr. 
H. Knee has left us and stttled as pastor 
of the church e.t Peckham P .. rk Road ; and 
Mr. G. Pring, late of Bre.Lourue, has gune 
to form e. new chu1ch 11.t Suuthblink, 
Middlesborough, We regret that one 01 



-our most promising studonh, Mr. H. 
Wood, hns been compelled, by ill-hee.lth, 
to cluse hie college course prematurely. 
He waB recommended to try the effect of 
e. voyage tn the antipodes, and most oppor· 
tunely an invitation came from Whangarei, 
111ear Auckl,md, New Zeal,md. So that 
the sickness, we trust, is not unto de,i,th, 
but for the glory of God. Will New 
Zenland friends make e. note of this, e.nd 
receive our brother with affection e.nd 
-confidence? 

We learn from Canada. that Mr. Cook 
hoe arrive<l in ~afety, and received a most 
hearty welcome. A friend sends us the 
following extract from e. Canadian paper: 
" Rev. Chas. A. Cook, who returned home 
from Spurgeon's College on Thursday 
last, he.a preached several eloquent and 
impressive •ermons in the different churches 
in this village. He h11s ma.de gigantic 
strides since leaving Canada three years 
~go, towards taking his place among the 
best e.nd most talented preachers of the 
day. He left Acton yesterday for Kings
ton, where he has been appointed pastor of 
the Baotist church. We wish him pros
perit1·." 

All friends of our coloured brethren and 
sister~, the J ohnsons and Richardsons, will 
be gla.,l to know that they h~ve reached 
Africa. in safety, after a pleasant voyage of 
thirty-five days. They have already found 
work n.mong the natives of the Bakwilli 
tribe. Victoria, where they are remaining 
for a while, is a place of refuge for natives 
whn esc1tpe when their r.nu,,trymen accuse 
them of witchcraft, and it is, therefore, an 
.admirable spot for a mission station. Mr. 
Richardson says, in a letter dated January 
l 4, 1 hat hA expect0d to go the next week 
with Mr. Quintin Thomson, "to hunt out 
a place where there never has been an 
altar for God," and he asks our earnest 
.Prayers on behalf of the work they hope 
·to commence there. 

Our worthy brother, Mr. Hamilton, of 
{)ape Town, has arrived in England, and 
has probably by this time made his case 
known to many who may be a.hie to help 
him in building his greatly needed chapel. 
We hope before he returns he will have 
securPd the full a.mount he needs, for he 
richly deserves it. It will be a disgrace 
to Briti•h Christianity if at the time that 
England is paring so many millions for 
thA purpose of destroying some of the in
h11bitants of Africa, the few hundreds or 
thou•ands that are required for this work 
of Bctl'ing sonls in another portion of that 
too long neglected country are not readily 
fm theoming. No one can mistt1ke the 
principle8 of Mr. Hnmilton and his friends, 
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and yet so thnroughly has he wnn the 
affection of a.II denomin:ttions that he 
brings home with him from the Cape testi
monials, not only from his brethren in 
the Baptist ministry, but also from the 
two pastors of the Independent church, 
two incumbents of English EpiRcnpal 
churches, and the ministers of the Scotch 
Presbyterian e.nd Wesleyan churches. 

0RPHAXAGE.-The boys have written 
ns some of the prettiest letters possible. 
Bless their hearts. Our invaluable Head
master has brought in for the funds 
£8(i Ds. I d. for this month from the Ser
vices of Song which have been held by the 
boys. This is noble indeed. He begs us 
to say that the choir of orphan boys are 
engaged to sing, April 1, at Witney; 2, 
Stratford-on-Avon; 3, Evesham; 4, Chip
ping Norton; i, Cambridge; 9, Water
beach; L,, John Street, Edgware Road; 
22, Chelsea; 2-1, St. Albans. Will our 
loving friends in all these places welcome 
our boys? We bespeak for them the kind 
consideration which those may well re
ceive who a.re" cast upon the fatherhood 
of God." 

EvAXGBLISTs.-We have referred else
where to the work of Messrs. Clarke a.nd 
8mith during the month of February. At 
the close of the special services at the 
Tabernacle Mr. Clarke was ordered to 
tflke at least a month's rest. He was, 
therefore, unable to accompany Mr. Smith 
to West Croydon, from March 2 to 7, but 
his place was supplied as far as possible 
by various students from the College, and 
l\fr. Gwillim, one of the elders of the 
Tabernacle Church, proved an able sub
stitute at the meetings announced for 
Boston, Lincolnshire, from March 15 to 
28. It is hoped that Mr. Clarke will be 
sufficiently recovered to labour with 2\Ir . 
Smith at Ba.cup from April 12 to 28. 
Our services at the Tabernacle have shown 
us that we have othec excellent Evan
gelists ready to go forth, but they m?st 
wait till the Lord sends the means, which 
also he will do in his own good time in 
answer to prayer. This evangelistic work 
is one of the most profitable for the 
gathering in of many sheave~ for the 
Master's garner, and our marvel 1s th_at the 
stewards of the Lord do not see this and 
put their Lord's . mo_ney into this ba~k, 
since the interest lS high and the security 
indisputable. 

Since our last notice of Mr. Burnham•~ 
work we have received the following 
repor'ts :-1:he last five days in J,mut\ry 
were ~pent by him at the Baptist Chit.pel, 
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Southwood-Ian!', Hig11gflfl', of which our 
good friend, J. R. B11rnRrd, writM, "The 
11ttendanoe proved very enoounLging, con
Bidering the ext?'!'me severity of the 
weather which pre,·Riled on the@e northern 
heights at the time. The intereBt in the 
Ben·ice6 was well mRintained from evening 
to C'Vening, Rnd many who have not been 
acC'ustomed to attend any place of wonahip 
were Rttl"Rcted to the meeting by :M:r. 
BnmhRm'e singing. His addresses were 
lil!tened to with much attention, being 
ffry happily illustrated, and his ' Gospel 
Melodies' were highly appreoiated .... 
I am rejoiced to say that these ser'l"ices 
have resulted in much spiritual refreshing 
to our church members, and to all be
lievers who hll'l"e taken part in them ; and 
we have reason to hope that impressions 
haTe been made upon the unconverted 
and undecided." 

The next place visited WRS Ecton, 
Northampton, from February 2nd to 6th, 
Pastor John Field says, "Having just 
been favoured with a visit from Mr. 
:Burnham, one of the Evangelists from the 
Tabernacle, I think it is only right that 
we should bear testimony to the work 
being done by our brother. I cannot 
conceive an agency more required, or 
better calculated to benefit our cause, 
than this enngelistic work. I wish 
most heartily every village church could 
be Yisited by our brother or some other 
persons equally qualified. There is no 
disguising the fact, it is a bard struggle to 
maintain many of our ,·illage stations : 
the work falls ·heavily upon a few hands, 
and unless we can attract and interest the 
masses our places of worship will soon be 
dosed ..... On Sunday our little chapel 
was crowded all day, and on the week 
eyenings the attendance was good 
throughout. many being attracted who 
have not been into a place of worship for 
years. Breathless attention was obsened 
while our brother sang bis beautiful melo
dies, which seemed to go to every heart." 

On Friday eYening, February i, Mr. 
Burnham conducted a service at the Baptist 
Chapel, Earl's Barto11, which was crowded 
to the doors, many being obliged to re
main standing outside for want of room 
inside the building. Mill-street Chapel, 
Bedford, was visited . on the following 
Tuesday. An exceedingly wet and un
comfortable evening prevented a large 
gathP.ring, but the audience was a very 
hearty and appreciative one, and the evan
gelist received a most cordial invitation to 
'' come again.'' February 12th to 16th 
was spent at :Br011gldon, near Kettering, 
wline a good number assembled each 

e,·ening in spite of the heavy rain nnif 
dense d1trkness. Our denr old friend, 
John P1tlmer, of Cr1tnsley, s1tys-" I cnn 
heartily endorse Mr. B11mhRm's servires. 
I was deeply interested in his graphi~ 
style and touching illustrations, On 
Lord's-day he preached in the afternoon and 
evening to full congregations, deeply at. 
tentive, and I am sure if the devil 

'Trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees• 

he trembled here when under the divine 
influence of the Holy Ghost we were 
singing so heartily, 'Tell it with joy,' and 
'A little talk with Jesus.'" 

On Monday and Tuesd1ty, February 17 
and 18, Mr. Burnham l1eld services at St. 
PPter's, in the Isle ofThanet," with good 
results." The remainder of the week Mr. 
Burnham was engaged at Ra111 .. •gnte a111I 
Deal, and since then he has visited Fo,-n
cctt, Barrowde11, Kelton, G,·etton, Bures, 
and S11db11ry. The greater part of April 
he is to be at La1m,·est,m and its neigh
bourhood, nnd on his way up to tbe Con
ference will spend an evening or two at 
his former pastorate at Fivehead and Isle 
Abbots. 

METROPOLITAN TABEBNACLB EVANGEL
ISTS' AssoCIATION.-Mr. Elvin sends us I\ 

summary of the work done by this useful 
organization since the annual meeting in 
September last. The total number of 
Sunday services has been 3!13, of which 
183 have been held at the stations belong
ing to the Association; 151 at other mis
sion halls, supplies have been sent thirty
six times to various chapels, and thirteen 
Sunday evening services have been held 
in different places of worship as the com
mencement of a week's evangelistic work. 
The week-night engagements ho.ve num
bered 254, of which 122 h n ve been specio.l 
services held on successive evenings, for a 
series of three, five, eight, or even eleven 
meetings, supplies have been sent regu
larly to 99 prayer-meetings or weekly lec
tures, and occasionally t1J 33 other 
services. 

We are glad to hear that the article in 
the December number of our magazine 
has brought some financial help to the 
funds of the Association, although we trust 
other contributions are on the way. A 
lady who has just sent £20 as a special 
thankoffering to God expresses the hope 
that the committee "will succeed in ob
taining what will enable them to establish 
many new mission halls for Christ's 
sake." She has given her "mite with her 
warmest sympathy and heartfelt appre• 
ciation of their noble work.'' 
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f md.arss' i.aIItgt, ~tfr.ap.olitnu lttlrtrnrrdt. 
Statement nf Receipt, jl'(J'Tll, Ii'~7n'ttary 20tl, tn Jlfa1·oh 19th, 1879. 

Lfnie .. , ... ... ... ... ... 
Mission Dox, Houston, per Mli;i."' Lnng 
Mr. S. l'lul{hcs .. ... 
MrA. Rosina figg ... 
W.R. F. ... .. 
Mr. W.W. Ornnt ... 
J.M.G. ... . .. 
Mrs. M. Fergusson... ... 
Collected by Mrs. A. Lloy<l 
'l'he Misses Dranslield 
Miss Winslow 
Mrs. McIntyre ... .. 
•• A Friend in Scotlo.ntl '' ... 
:Mrs.T. 

£ •· d. 
I u O 
0 15 0 
1 ll 0 
U 10 0 
IS o u 

10 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 7 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
3 3 0 
0 2 6 

25 0 0 
20 0 0 

£ s. cP. 
A Thn.nkoffering for Sunday evening, 

Mnrch 9 ... ... ... ... ... O 10 fl-
Miss Wade ... ... ... ... ... 1 O ()-
Collection at Wynne Rood, per Rev. T. 

L. Ec!ward• ... ... ... .. 6 12 ,;. 
Collection at King's Road, Reading, per 

Mr. P. Davies ... ... ... ... 11 1 I), 

Weekly Offerings at :Met. Tnb., Feb. 23 28 O !l 
Mar. 2 55 7 4 

9 12 3 >< 
16 30 ,; I 

£218 2 lU 

jt.orkfutll ®rpQmmgc. 
8tatem~11t of Receipt• .f1·0111 Febr11ary 20th to Marci, 19tl,, 18,0. 

£ •· d. £ s. d. 
Miss Sargent ... O 8 u 
Executors of the late Mrs. Clayton ... 500 0 0 
A Valentine for the Orphanage... ... o 10 0 
Mission Ilox, Houston, per l\liss Lang 0 15 0 
Part of Willie and Oeorge Stuart·• 

Pocket-money .. . 
Mr. Brooks ... .. . 
Mr. Charles Clark .. . 
W. R.F ...... . 
:Mr. John Deverell ... ... 
Collected by May Drusilla 
A Friend ... 
Yorkshire Jack .. . . .. ... 
Mr. J. Ireland, l'ietermaritzbnrg 
Mr. S. Cone... ... ... ... 
Collections at Adelaide, per :Mr. 'l'. 

0 4 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 

20 O 0 
l 19 11 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
2 10 O 
l 0 0 

Spurgeon ... 37 2 0 
E. Redshaw... ... I O O 
Mr. G. G. Gillard ... l O O 
Poor Jack ... ... 0 2 0 
Mr. Robert Hares ... 2 10 0 

i ~~.~~r o'i' Joh;;• Plo~·ghmo·;;,s A·1: 2 
O O 

mnuack ... . .. 
Stamps from Booton 
A.Z. ... . .. 
Miss Dickson 
Rev. F. Jones 
lllr. T. Willcox 
Mr. Chamberlain .. . ... .. . . .. 
llicllmond-street Mission Sunday-school, 

per Mr. W. Northcroft .. . 
Mrs. Goodson .. . ... . .. 

Collected t,y Mrs. J. Withers:-
lllr. \V. Moore ... ... 5 • 0 
Mr. J. Huntley ... 2 0 0 
Mr. J. 0. Cooper ... 1 O O 
Mr. Robert Oaksholt o 10 0 
Rev. E. Porter O 2 6 
Mrs. Blackman .. . 0 l I 
lfo1'·iet Cooper ... 0 1 l 
:.\I r. James Withers O 5 O 
'l'he Widow's lllito ... ... 0 4 8 
Clli!uren at W ecldington 

llouso 0 17 S 

0 5 0 
0 3 0 
l 10 o 
0 4 l 
U 10 0 
0 15 2 
1 I o 

13 9 2 
0 2 0 

Ernie, Mary, and Winnie... 1 I 

J. B.C. ... ... ,_ 
Bnnk Note from Holloway 
Mr. D. W. B. 'fayler 
lllrs. i\lclntyre ... ... ... ... 
(.:ontents ot" "Little Sunnie's,, ...\!oney-

bo.:t. ... . .. 
D. Hopper ... ... ... ... 
A widowed brother's Thankofi'ering 
Part of Family Uffe1ing ... 
Mrs. Hague ... 
Mrs. E. Booth 
Si,: Children... .. . ... 
P. 0. 0., from Shaftesbw-y 
H.N.F. ... ... .. . 
Stamps from Birkenhead .. . 
S. S. Absolum .. .. . 
Little Hugh's Birth-day Gift ... 
Eld Lo.ne Sunday-school, Colchc:;rc-r ... 
Charles-street Sunday-school, Ca.mber-

11 
I ()-

5 0 
I O 0 
0 I> 

0 JG 4 
0 ~ Cl 
2 U () 
0 10 0 
1 0 o 
l O () 
0 6 f)

I II O 
0 (i 

0 (I 

0 0 
0 l 11 

I 13 o 

well, per Mr. Hayward.. 1 14- G 
Boxes nt Tabernacle Gates 3 J 11 
Per llnnkers ... 2 ~ l) 

Miss Wade ... 1 O o 
llir. Wadland... •.• ... ... ... 0 lu o 

Donn.tions, &c. 1 per Mr. Charlesworth:-
Girls of the P,ncti~ing School, 

Stockwell, per Miss Hyde ... 
A Friend ut Reading, per 

Mr. Townsend 
E. L. ICemp ... 
A. Senrs, Henley 
Mr. J. Galloway ... 
R. Cl~"l.ver, N~,rthampton ... 

:Proceeds of Services ot Song 
by Orphnnuge Choir•-

Richmond, Surrey .. . 
High~ntc (balance) .. . 
Heu.ding ... .. . 
llitcbin, 'Iilehouse-stl"cct 

0 0 

" 0 •} ., 0 

ii 15 0 
0 10 0 

0 u 

6 I 7 
0 1 0 

53 15 ti 
26 11 0 

96 17 I 

Last Month's List.-Mr. J. 0. Cooper £1 ls., should be Mr.!. J. O. Cooper. 

List of P-resenfs, pe1· Mr. Oharle.,worth.-CLOTlUNo.-2-1 pairs of ~o':>llcn Cuffs, a L11dy of Seventy;. 
&O l,'\nnnel Shirts, tho Misses Dransflcld; IS pnirs of Socks, J-:. P. ll1tch111. . . 

Fon SAL}: Roo11.----1 puir~ of ~u.rrings m1d u. Fendant, Miss llickl~y; u. pan of Slippers, Anon. 
1'11onsrnlfs :-120 Eggs, Junet Wnl'(\. 
l!uNu111~s.-A Ion<! of Firewood, Mr. Lnwton; IS sm~ll Books for Boy,, Anon. 
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i.oig.ortagt lss.odatiau. 
Statement of Ileceipts f,·om Febr11a1y 18th to Ma,•cli 16th, 1879 . 

.S,d,scriptions and Donations for Districts :- 811bscriptio11s and Do1111tio11a to th• Ge,ur,d 

Elders' Bible Class Metropolitan Taber-
n&cle ... ... ... ... . .. 

Oxford Associe.tion, Witncy District ... 
Radleigh District ... ... 
Northflmpton Association, ";.~lgraV~ 

District ... ... ... 
Northampton Association, s;;lgrn,:e 

District ... .. . 
Newbury District .. . 
A Fiiend for Kent . .. .. . .. . .. . 
Matlock e.nd Wirkworth Associntion .. . 
Skipsca District .. . .. . 
Miss Hadfield, for Rydc .. . 
Dorchester District .. . 
Kingstei~t.on District .. . 
Tiptree District ... . .. 
Mrs. B.. Clark, for Cheddar 

£ s. d. Fund. 

s 0 0 Mr. Dnv:ies, Pontes bury ... 
10 0 0 H.111 ............. 
10 0 0 Dr. Moreton ... 

Mr. J. West ... 
10 0 0 Rev. - Prescott 

Miss Smith 
10 0 0 E. B., Qunrk~ly ::: 
10 0 0 l'. Fishwick, Esq .... 
31 0 Rev. J. Higg ... ... ... ... 
~9 9 0 Mission Bo:s:, Houston, per Miss Lo.ng ... 
JI) 0 0 Mrs.T. ... ... ... ... ... 
10 0 0 Miss Wade ... 
10 0 0 
i 10 0 

JO 0 0 
5 0 0 

£16> 6 0 

,.odd)! .of ~fomgclisfa. 
Statement of Ileceipt• f1·mn Feb1•1ta1·y 20tli to J,fa1·ck 19th, 1879. 

:Hi•sion Box, Houston, per Miss Lang 
A Newly Baptized One ... ... . .. 
Clarence Street Baptist Chnrch, Pen-

za.n.ce ... ... . .. 
"' A Frie-nd in Scotland"_ .. . . .. 
l!.ea.ders of the " Christian Herald'' ... 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
O 2 6 

3 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 2 2 

Mrs.T. 
F. F .... 

Receipts to Marek 19tlt. 
THIRD LIST. 

Yiss Kiermnn 
Mrs. Rawlinson •.. 
Mr. J. F. McHe.file... ... 
Collected by Mr. J. F. McHaffie 
Miss Scoular ... 
W.R.F .... 
!Elizabeth V•sey 
Mrs. Clark .. . 
Mi,s Bubb .. . 
Mr. Chamberlain 
llr. W . .Bottin~ ... 
Per Mr. S. Redford 
<:ollected b"I' llf r. Bell 
.Mr. ~Orton Smith ... 
1\!r. A. H. Seard 
~r. J. Coxeter ... ... ... . .. 

Per Metropolitan Tabernacle E,an ... 
gelist-:5' Associaticm :

.)f i ~s Levett 
3Ji~!oi Hart 

£ s. d. 
O 5 0 
O 3 6 
I I 0 
I 7 6 
l O II 
5 0 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
0 l l 
2 0 0 
I I 0 
5 0 0 
6 0 O 

Mr. W. G. Downing 
Mr. G. T. Congreve 
Mr. S. Darrow .. . 
Mr. ll. (Peckham) .. . 
Mr. J. McFarlnne .. . 
Mr. llloodworth .. . 
Mr. W. T. Smith .. . 
Rev. W. Osborne .. . 
~lrs. Osborne ... ... . . . . . , 
l•'riends at Dacre Park, per Rev. W. 

Usher ... ... ... ... ... 
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THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

MAY, 1879. 

A. COMMUNION SERMON BY C. H SPURGEON. 

"I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste."-Solomon's Song ii. 3. 

mHRIST known should be Christ used. The spouse knew her 
Beloved to be like a fruit-bearing tree, and at once she sat 
under his shadow, and fed upon his fruit. It is a pity that 
we know so much about Christ, and yet enjoy him so little. 
May our experience keep pace with our knowledge, and may 

that experience be composed of a practical using of our Lord. Jesus 
casts a shadow, let us sit under it: Jesus yields fruit, let us taste the 
sweetness of it. Depend upon it that the way to learn more is to use 
what you know; and, moreover, the way to learn a truth thoroughly 
is to learn it experimentally. You know a doctrine beyond all fear of 
contradiction when you have proved it for yourself by personal test and 
tl'ial. The bride in the Song as good as says, " I am certain that my 
beloved casts a shadow, for I have sat under it, and I am persuaded 
that he bears sweet fruit, for I have tasted of it." The best way of 
domonstratin()' the power of Christ to sa,e is to trust in him and be 
saved yourself; and of all those who are snre of the_ divi_ni_ty of our 
holy faith, there are none so certain as those who feel its d1vme power 
upon themselves. Y 6u may reason yourself into a belief of the gospel, 
and you may by further reasoning keep yourself orth?dox ; bnt a per
sonal trial, and an inward knowing of the truth are mcomparably the 
best evidences. If Jesus be as an apple tree among the trees of the 
wood do not keep away from him, bnt sit nuder his shadow and tas_te 
his fruit. He is a Saviour; do not belie,~ that fact and yet remam 

14 
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nnsawd. As far as Christ is known to yon, so far make use of him. 
ls not this sound common sense? 

We wonl_d further remark that we are at liberty to make every possible 
11se of Clmst. Shadow and fruit may both be enjoyed. Christ in his 
infi~ite _c~ndescension exists for needy souls. Oh, let us say it over 
agam: it 1s a bold word, but it is truc,-as Christ Jesus, our Lord 
exists for the benefit of his people. A Sa,iour only exists to save. A 
physician liws to heal. The good shepherd lives, yea dies, for his 
sheep. Our Lord Jesus Christ bath wrapped ns about his heart; we 
arc intimately interwoven with all his offices, with all his honours, with 
all his traits of character, with all that he has done, and with all that he 
has ye~ to do. The_ sinner's Friend li,es for ~inners, and sinners may 
ha,e him and use l11m to the uttermost. He 1s as free to us as the air 
we breathe. What are fountains for, but that the thirsty may drink? 
1Ybat is the harbour for but that storm-tossed barques may there find 
refuge? What is Christ for but that poor guilty ones like ourselves 
may come to him and look and li,e, and afterwards may have all our 
needs supplied out of his fulness? 

W c ha,e thus the door set open for us, and we pray that the Holy 
Spirit may help us to enter in while we notice in the text two things 
which we pray that you may enjoy to the full. First, the heart's rest 
i·n Christ-" l sat down under his shadow with great delight." And, 
secondly, the heart's rejr&!unent in Chrut-" His fruit was sweet unto 
my taste." 

I. To begin with, we have here THE HEART'S REST IN CHRIST. 
To set this forth let us notice the character of the person who uttered 
this sentence. She who said, " I sat down under his shadow with 
great delight," was one who lwd known before what weary travel meant, 
and tlterejore valued rest; for the man who has never laboured knows 
nothing of the sweetness of repose. The loafer who has eaten bread he 
never earned, from whose brow there never oozed a drop of honest. 
sweat, does not deserve rest, and knows not what it is. It is to the 
labouring man that rest is sweet; and when at last we come, toilwom 
with many miles of weary plodding, to a shaded place where we may 
comfortably "sit down," then are we filled with delight. 

The spouse had been seeking her belo,ed, and in looking for him she 
bad asked others where she was likely to find him. •• Tell me," says she, 
"\"\"here he feeds his sheep, and makes them rest at noon." They told 
her to go and seek him by the footsteps of the flock, and they used these 
\"l"Ords, "Go thy \"l"ay." She did go her way, but after awhile she came 
to this resolution: '' I will sit down under his shadow." Many of you 
ba.e been sorely wearied with going your way to find peace. Some of 
you tried ceremonies and multiplied them, and the priest came to your 
help ; but he mocked your heart's distress. Others of you sought by 
various systems of thought to come to an anchorage ; but, tossed from 
billow to billow, you found no rest upon the seething sea of speculation. 
More of you tried by your good works to gain rest to your consciences. 
You multiplied your prayers, you poured out floods of tears, you hoped, 
by alrnsgiving and by the like, that some merit might accrue to you, 
and that your heart might feel acceptance with God, and so have rest. 
You toiled and toiled, like the men that were in the vessel with Jonah, 
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when they rowed hard to b1ing their ship to land, but could not for 
the sea wrought and was tempestuous. 'l'hcre was no escape for 'yon 
that way, and so you were driven to another way, even to rest in .Jesus. 
My heart looks back to the time when I was under a sense of sin and 
soug~t with all my soul to find peace, but could not discover it, high or 
low, rn any place beneath the sky; yet when I "saw one hangincr on a 
tree," as the Substitute for sin, then my heart sat down und~r his 
shadow with great delight. My heart reasoned thus with herself
Did Jesus suffer in my stead? Then I shall not suffer. Did he bear 
my sin? Then I do not bear it. Did God accept his Son as my Sub
stitute? Then he will never smite me. Was Jesus acceptable with 
God as my sacrifice? Then what contents the Lord may well enou"h 
content me, and so I will go no farther, but" sit down under his shadO'I~" 
and enjoy a delightful rest. 

She who said " I sat down under his shadow with great delight," 
could appremate shade, for she had been wnburnt. Did we not read just 
now her exclamation-" Look not upon me, for I am black, because the 
sun hath looked upon me" ? She knew what beat meant, what the 
burning sun meant ; and therefore shade was pleasant to her. Yon know 
nothing about the deliciousness of shade till you tra-vel in a thoroughly 
hot country ; then yo·u are delighted with it. Did you ever feel the 
heat of divine wrath ? Did the great Sun-that sun without -variable
ness or shadow of a turning-ever dart his hottest rays upon you,-the 
rays of his holiness and ju3tice? Did you cower down beneath the 
scorching beams of that great light, and say, "We are consumed by 
thine anger"? If you have ever felt that, you ha;-e found it a ,ery 
blessed thing to come under the shadow of Christ's atoning sacrifice. 
A shadow, you know, is cast by a body coming between us and the light 
and heat; and our Lord's most blessed body has come between us 
and the scorching sun of divine justice, so that we sit under the shadow 
of his mediation with great delight. 

And now if any other sun begins to scorch us we fly to our Lord. If 
domestic trouble, or business care, or Satanic temptation, or inward 
corruption oppresses us, we hasten to Jesus' shadow, to hide under him, 
~nd there "sit down " in the cool refreshment with great delight. The 
mterposition of our blessed Lord is the cause of our inward quiet. The 
sun cannot scorch me, for it scorched him. My troubles need not trouble 
me, for he has taken my trouble, and I have left it in his hands. " I 
sat down under his shadow." 

Mark well these two things concerning the spouse. She knew what 
~t was to be weary, and she knew what it was to be sunburnt; and just 
ID proportion as you, also, know these two things, your valuation of 
Christ will rise. You who have never pined under the wrath of God 
have never prized the Saviour. Water is of small value in this land of 
brooks and rivers, and so you commonly sprinkle the roads wit~ it, but I 
warrant you that if you were making a day's march over burnmg s~nd, 
a cup of cold water would be worth a king's rrmsom; and so to thirsty 
souls Christ is precious, but to none beside. 

Now, when the spouse was sittin"' down, restfnl and delighted, she 
was overshadowed. She says," I sat down under his shadow." I do not 
know a more delightful state of mind than to feel quite overshadowed 
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by onr beloyed Lord. Here is my black sin, but there is his precious 
blood onrsbadowing my sin and hiding it for ever. Here is my con
dition by nature, an enemy to God; but he who reconciled me to God 
by his blood has overshadowed that also, so that I forget that I was 
once an eneipy in the joy of being now a friend. I am very weak; 
but he is strong, and his strength o,ershadows my feebleness. I am 
Tery poor; but he hath all riches, and his riches overshadow my poverty. 
I am most unworthy; but he is so worthy that if I use his name I shall 
receive as much as if I were worthy: his worthiness doth overshadow 
my unworthiness. It is very precious to put the truth the other way, 
and say,-If there be anything good in me, it is not good when I com
pare myself with him, for his goodness quite eclipses and overshadows it. 
Can I say I love him? So I do, but I hardly dare call it love, for his 
lo,e overshadows it. Did I suppose that I served him? So I would; 
but my poor service is not worth mentioning in comparison with what 
he has done for me. Did I think I had any degree of holiness ? I 
must not deny what his Spirit works in me ; but when I think of his 
immaculate life, and all his divine perfections, where am I ? What am 
I ? Ha,e you not sometimes felt this? Have you not been so over
shadowed and hidden under your Lord that you became as nothing? 
I know myself what it is to feel that if I die in a workhouse it does not 
matter so long as my Lord is glorified. Mortals may cast out my name 
as evil, if they like; but what matters it since his dear name shall one 
day be printed in stars athwart the sky? Let him overshadow me; I 
delight that it should be so. 

The spouse tells us that when she became quite overshadowed, then 
she felt great tkli,ght. Great "I" never has great delight, for it cannot 
bear to own a greater than itself, but the humble believer finds his 
delight in being overshadowed by his Lord. In the shade of Jesus we 
have more delight than in any fancied light of our own. The spouse 
had great delight. I trust that you Christian people do have great 
delight, and if not you ought to ask yourselves whether yon really are 
the people of God. I like to see a cheerful countenance ; ay, and to 
hear of raptures in the heartR of those who are God's saints. T~ere are 
people who seem to think that religion and gloom are married, and 
must ne,er be di,orced. Pull do'lfn the blinds on Sunday, and darken 
the rooms; if you have a garden, or a rose in flower, try to forget that 
there are such beauties: are you not to serve God as dolorously as 
you can? Put your book undr.r your arm, and crawl to your place of 
worship in as mournful a manner as if you were being marched to ~he 
whipping post. Act thus if you will; but giYe me that religion whwh 
cheers my heart, fires my soul, and fills me with enthusiasm and ~e
light,-for that is likely to be the religion of heaven, and it agrees with 
the experience of the inspired Song. 

Although I trust that we know what delight means, I question i~ we 
have enough of it to describe ourselves as sitting down in the enJoy
ment of it. Do you give yourselves enough time to sit at Jesus' feet_? 
There is the place of delight, do you abide in it? Sit down under his 
shadow. "I have no leisure," cries one. Try and make a little. Steal 
it from your sleep if you cannot get it anyhow else. Grant leis~re to 
your heart. It would be a great pity if a man never spent five mmutes 
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with his wife, but wns forced to be always hard at work. Why, that iR 
p]rwcry, is it not? Shall we not then have time to commune with our best 
beloved? Surely, somehow or other, we can squeeze out a little season 
in which we shall have nothing else to do but to sit down under his shadow 
with great delight! When I take my Bible and ·want to feed on it for 
myself I generally get thinking about preaching upon the text and what 
I should say to you from it. This will not do; I must get away from 
that, and forget that there is a Tabernacle, that I may sit personally at 
Jesus' feet. And, oh, there is an intense delight in being overshadowed 
by him! He is near you, and you know it. His dear presence is as 
certainly with you as if you could see him, for his influence surrounds 
you. Often have I felt as if Jesus leaned over me, as a friend might look 
over my shoulder. Although no cool shade comes over your brow, 
yet you may as much feel his shadow as if it did, for your heart gTows 
calm; and if you have been wearied with the family, or troubled with 
the church, or vexed with yourself, you come down from the chamber 
where you have seen your Lord, and you feel braced for the battle of life 
-ready for its troubles and its temptations, because you have seen the 
Lord. "I sal down," said she, "under his shadow with great delight." 
How great that delight was she could not tell, but she sat down as one 
overpowered with it, needing to sit still under the load of bliss. I do 
not like to talk much about the secret delights of Christians, because 
there are always some around us who do not understand our meaning; 
but I will venture to say this much-that if worldlings could bnt 
even guess what are the secret joys of believers, they .vould give their 
eyes to share with us. We have troubles, and we admit it, we expect 
to have them; but we have joys which are frequently excessive. We 
should not like that others should be witnesses of the delight which now 
and then tosses our soul into a very tempest of joy. You know what 
it means, do you not? When you have been quite alone with the
heavenly Bridegroom, you wanted to tell the angels of the sweet 
love of Christ to you, a poor unworthy one. Yon even wished to teach 
the golden harps fresh music, for seraphs know not the heights and 
depths of grace as you know them. 

The spouse had great delight, and we know that she had, for this one
reason, that she diil not forget it. This verse and the whole song is a 
remembrance of what she had enjoyed. She says, "I sat down nnder 
his shadow." It may have been a month, it may have been years ago; 
but she had not forgotten it. The joys of fellowship with Goel are 
written in marble. " Engraved as in eternal brass " are memories of 
communion with Christ Jesus. "Above fourteen years ago," says the 
apostle, "I knew a man." Ah, it was worth remembering all those 
years. He had not told his delight, but he had kept it stored up. He 
~ays, "Above fourteen years ago I knew a man in Christ J esu.~, whether 
m the body or out of the body I cannot tell, God know~th, so gre,~t 
had his delights been. When we look back we forget birthday~, holt
days, and bonfire-nights which we have spent after the manner of men, 
but we readily recall our times of fellowship with_ the Well-b~lo,ed. 
We have known our Tabors, our times of transfignrat1on-fellowsh1p, and 
like Peter we remember when we were "with him in the holy mount." 
Our head has leaned upon the Master's bosom, and we can never forget 
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t-he iu(.cnsc delight.; nor will we fail to put on record for the good of 
others the joys with which we have been indulged. 

Now. I leave this first part of the subject, onlv noticing how 
heaut.ifnlly nRtnral it is. There wa.s a tree, and she sat down under 
the sh~dow : there was nothing strained, nothing formal. So ought 
true p1ety eYcr to be consistent with common sense, with that which 
seems most fitting, most comely, most wise, and most natural. There 
is Christ, we may enjoy him, let us not despise the privilege. 

II. The second part of our subject is THE HEART'S REFRESHMENT 
IN CHRIST. "His f111it was sweet to my taste." Here I will not en
la.rge, but gi,·e you thoug-hts in brief which you can beat oat afterwards. 
She did not feast 1tpon the fruit of tlUJ tree till first she was under the 
.-,1,adow <!f 1·1. There is no knowing the excellent things of Christ till 
you trust him. Kot a single sweet apple shall fall to the lot 
of those who are outside the shadow. Come and trust Christ, and 
then all that there is in Christ shall be enjoyed by you. Oh, unbe
lie.crs, what you miss! If you will but sit down under his shadow, 
you shall ha,e all things, but if you will not, neither shall any good 
thing of Christ's be yours. 

Bui as soon as ever she 1cas under the shadow, then the fruit was all 
hers. " I sat down under his shadow," saith she, and then "his fruit 
was sweet to my taste." Dost thou believe in Jesus, friend? Then 
.Jesus Christ himself is thine; and if thou dost own the tree, thou 
mayest well eat the fruit. Since he himself becomes thine altogether, 
then his redemption and the pardon that comes of it, his living power, 
his mighty intercession, the glories of his second advent, and all that 
belong to him are made over to thee for thy personal and present use 
and enjoyment. All things are yours since Christ is yours. Only mind 
you imitate the spouse: when she found that the fruit was hers, slie ate 
1"/. Copy her closely in this. It is a great fault in many believers, that 
they do not appropriate the promises and feed on them. Do not err as 
they do. Under the shadow you have a right to eat the fruit. Deny 
not roursel.es the sacred entertainment. 

~'ow, it '\Tould appear, as we read the text, that she obtained this fruit 
1rithout r,jfort. The proverb says, "He who would gain the fruit must 
climb the tree." But she did not climb, for she says, "I sat down 
under his shadow." I suppose the fruit dropped down to her. I know 
that it is so with us. We no longer spend our money for that which 
is not bread, and our labour for that which satisfieth not ; but we sit 
under our Lord·s shadow, and we eat that which is good, and our soul 
delights itself in sweetness. Come Christian, enter into the calm rest of 
faith, hy sitting down beneath the cross, and thou shalt be fed eYen to 
the full. 

The spouse reswd U'ltile feasting : she sat and ate. So, 0 true be
liever, rest whilst thou art feeding upon Christ. The spouse says, " I 
sat, aad- I ate." Had she not told us in the former chapter that the 
King sat at his table ? See how like the chlll'ch is to her Lord, and the 
believer to his f-iaviour ! We sit down also, and we eat, even as the 
King cioth. Right royally are we entertained. His joy is in us, and 
his peaee keeps our hearts and minds. . 

Flll'ther, notiee that as the spouse fed upon tltis fruit she had a relish 
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fo!· it. It, is not every palate that likeB every fruit. Never digpnte 
with oth~r people about tastes of any sort, for agreement is not p0ss1 ble. 
That damty which to one person is the most deliciouB is to another 
nauseous; and if there were a competition as to which fruit is preferable 
to all the rest, there would probably be almoBt aB many opinions as 
there are fruits. But blessed is he who hath a relish for Christ 
Jesus! Dear hearer, is he sweet to you ? Then he is yours. There 
never was a heart that did relish Christ but what Christ belonged to 
that heart. If thou hast been feeding on him, and he is sweet to thee, 
go on feasting, for he who gave thee a relish gives thee himself to 
satisfy thine appetite. 

What are the fruits which come from Christ? Are they not peace 
with God, renewal of heart, joy in the Holy Ghost, love to the brethren? 
Are they not regeneration, justification, sanctification, adoption, anrl all 
the blessings of the covenant of grace. And are they not each and all 
sweet to our taste? As we have fed upon them, have we not said, 
"Yes, these things are pleasant indeed. There is none like them. Let 
us live upon them evermore." Now, sit down, sit down and feed. It 
seems a strange thing that we should have to persuade people to do that, 
but in the spiritual world things are very different from what they are 
in the natural. In the case of most men, if you put a joint of meat 
before them and a knife and fork, they do not need many argumems to 
persuade them to fall to. But I will tell you when they will not do it, 
and that is when they are full: and I will also tell you when they will 
do it, and that is when they are hungry. Even so, if thy soul is weary 
after Christ the Saviour, thou wilt feed on him ; but if not, it is useless 
for me to preach to thee, or bid thee come. HoweYer, thou that art 
there, sitting under his shadow, thou mayest hear him utter these words : 
"Eat, 0 friend: drink, yea, drink abundantly." Thou canst not lrn;re 
too much of these good things: the more of Christ the better the 
Christian. 

We know that the spouse feasted herself right heartily with this 
food from the tree of life, for in after days she wanted more. Will you 
kindly read on in the fourth verse. The verse which contains our 
text describes, as it were, her first love to her Lord, her country lo,e, 
her rustic love. She went to the wood, and she found him there like 
an apple tree, and she enjoyed him as one relishes a ripe apple in the 
country. But she grew in grace, she learned more of her Lord, and 
she found that her best beloved was a King. I should not wonder but 
what she learned the doctrine of the second advent, for then she began 
to sing-" He brought me to the banqueting house." As much as _to 
~ay,-He did not merely let me know him out in the fields as the C~r1st 
In his humiliation, but he brought me into the royal palace; and, smce 
he is a King, he brought forth a banner with his own bra,e escutcheon, 
and he waved it over me while I was sitting at the table, and the motto 
of that banneret was love. 

She grew very full of this. It was such a grand thing to find a 
great Saviour-a triumphant Saviour, an exalted _Saviour! B\lt it was 
too much for her, and she became sick of soul with the excessive glory 
of what she had learned; and do yon see what her heart craws for? 
She longs for her first simple joys, those countrified delights. "Comfort 
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me with apples," she says. Nothing bnt the old joyR will rm·ivc 
ber. Did yon e.cr feel like that? I haYe been satiated with delight 
in t.he Joye of Christ as a glorious, exalted Saviour when I have seen 
him riding on his white horse, and going forth conquering and to con
quer; I have been oYerwhelmed when I have beheld him in the midst 
of the throne, with all the brilliant assembly of angels and archangels 
adoring him, and my thought has gone forward to the day when he 
shall descend with all the pomp of God, and make all kings and princes 
shrink into nothingness before the infinite majesty of his glory. '!'hen 
I ha,e felt as though I must fall at his feet as dead at the sight of him; 
and I have wanted somebody to come and tell me over again the old, 
old story of how he died in order that I might be saved. His throne 
overpowers me, let me gather fruit from his cross. Bring me apples 
from "the tree" again. I am awe-struck while in the palace, let me 
get away to the woods again. Give me an apple plucked from the tree, 
such as I ha,e given ont t-0 boys and girls in his family, such an apple 
as this-" Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will gi,e yon rest." Or this: "This man receiveth sinners." Give 
me a promise from the basket of the co,enant. Give me the simplicity 
of Christ, let me be a child and feast on apples again, if Jesus be the 
apple-tree. I would fain go back to Christ on the tree in my stead, 
Christ o,ershadowing me, Christ feeding me. This is the happiest 
state to li,e in. Lord, e,ermore give us these apples. You recollect 
the old story we told years ago of Jack the huckster who used to sing-

" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all." 

Those who 1..-new him were astonished at his constant composure. They 
had a world of doubts and fears, and so they asked him why he never 
doubted. "Well," said he, "I can't doubt but what I am a poor sinner, 
and nothing at all, for I know that, and feel it every day. And why should 
I doubt that Jesus Christ is my all in all? for he says he is." "Oh," 
said his questioner, "I have my ups and downs." "I don't." says 
Jacki-'" I can ne,er go up, for I am a poor sinner, and nothing at all; 
and I cannot go down, for Jesus Christ is my all in all." He wanted 
to join the church, and they said he must tell his experience. He said, 
"All my experience is that I am a poor sinner and nothing at all, and 
Jesus Christ is my all in all." "Well," they said, '' when you come 
before the church-meeting the minister may ask you questions." "I 
can't help it," said Jack, "all I know I will tell you; and that is all I 
know-

"' I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.'" 

He wai; admitted into the church, and continued with the brethren, 
walking in holiness ; but that was still all his experience, and you could 
not get him beyond it. "Why," said one brother, "I sometimes feel 
so full of grace, I feel so advanced in sanctification, that I begin to 
be very happy." "I neyer do," said ,Jack; "I am a poor sinner, and 
nothing at all." " But then," said the other, "I go down again, and 
think I am not saved, because I am not as sanctified as I used to be." 
"But I ne,er doubt my salrntion," said Jack," because Jesus Christ is 
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my nil in nil, nnd he never nltcrs." Thnt simple story iA grandly in
strnctive, for it sets forth n plain man's faith in a plain Ralvation; it is 
the likeness of n soul under the apple-tree resting in the shade and 
feasting on the fruit. 

Now, at this time I want you to think of ,Jesus, not as a prince, bnt 
as an apple-tree; and when this is done I pray you to sit down under his 
sltadow. H is not much to do. Any child, when it is hot, can sit down 
in a shadow. I want you next to feed on ,Jesus: any simpleton can eat 
apples when they are ripe upon the tree. Come and take Christ, then. 
You who never came before, come now. Come and welcome. You who 
have come often, and have entered into the palace, and arc reclining at 
the banqueting table, you lords and peers of Christianity, come to the 
common wood and to the common apple-tree where poor saints are 
shaded and fed. You had better come under the apple tree like poor 
sinners such as I am, and be once more shaded with boughs and com
forted with apples, for else you may faint beneath the palace glories. 
The best of saints are never better than when they eat their first fare 
and are comforted with the apples which were their first gospel feast. 

The Lord himself bring forth bis own sweet fruit to you. .Amen. 

II,t ~ult. 
" WHEN the word of God is truly written upon a man's mind, and 

laid up in his heart, he will soon be declaring it and speaking 
of it to others. True grace seeks to diffuse and propagate itself. 
Naturalists observe that mules, and creatures that are of a mongrel 
race, do not procreate after their kind ; e,en so false Christians are not 
for propagating and enlarging Christ's interests. Such men are not 
warm, spiritual, and heavenly in their discourses, and aim not at in
creasing the number of believers. Andrew when acquainted with 
Christ calls Peter, and both call Nathanael, saying,' We have found 
the Messiah' (John i. 41-45). John calls his disciples. As a hen 
when she bath found a worm, or a barleycorn, clucks for her chickens, 
that they may come and partake of it with her ; so a man acquainted 
with Christ, who bath tasted that the Lord is gracious, cannot hold his 
peace, but must be calling his friends and relations to come and share 
with him of the same grace. The more men have of God the more will 
they use their spiritual riches for the benefit of others, and the more 
eager will they be to employ all opportunities for doing good.'' 

Reader, how does this brief paragraph bear upon you ? It comes 
from the pen of an ancient master in Israel ; let it lead you to self
examination. Especially enquire whether you are of the mulish breed, 
for a sterile life is not a spiritual life. He who is never troubled for 
the souls of others has great cause to be troubled for his own. 
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~r.ofunfofu Jartg.• 
PR~M}NENT am~ngst the gifts of the A~cension, and not the lonst 

m 1mport.ance, 1s that of the Evangehst who, freed from local 
ecclesiastical ties. has "all the world " for his sphere and '' every crea
t.nre '' for his auditory. In response to the imperative "Go!" of the 
dfrine Master, his business is " to preach the ROSpel in the regions 
beyond," and, while" the love of Christ constraineth" him to untiring 
?ilige~ce, he is confirmed in his course by the dread alternative, " Woe 
is me if I preach not the gospel." Finding encouragement in the 
promise, "Lo, I am with you alway,'' he is allured by the assured 
issue to his labours, " In due season ye shall reap if ye faint not." Of 
those whose names are enshrined in the apostolic history only two are 
specifically called evangelists, but it by no means follows that these 
were the only evangelists whose itinerant labours were blessed in found
ing or extending churches. That lay a)!ency, as it is now termed, was 
widely employed admits of no question, for " those who were scattered 
abroad went everywhere preaching the gospel," the enforced opportunity 
bringing with it the necessary gifts and securing a wider sphere for 
the exercise of those already possessed. One thing is clear, the 
apostles claimed no monopoly in preaching the gospel, but welcomed as 
auxiliaries all those who could witness for Christ. Paul even rejoiced 
that Christ was preached, though the constraining motive was more 
than questionable. 

"Why the succession of evangelistR has not been maintained in one 
unbroken line it is, perhaps, not very difficult to determine. Many 
have regarded the gift as being merged in that of the pastor. That 
dual gifts are possessed by some individuals is evident, but bas not the 
church been unreasonable in demanding them in. every instance ? The 
policy of economy has doubtless originated the demand that the pastor 
should exercise the diverse functions of the two offices. The fear of 
disturbing the relations of pastor and people has also led some churches 
to look askance at the evangelist. Pastors tbemsel ves have cherished 
feelings of jealousy, and have deprecated change under the mistaken 
notion that their supremacy would be impaired. "The craft is in. 
danger" was a watchword which rallied the silversmiths of Ephesus, 
and it explained the ground of their opposition to the apostles ; but for 
ministers of the gospel to yield. to its influence and oppose evangelists 
admits of no defence, and yet we fear it has too often been the case. 
From these and other causes a permanent gift has been neglected as 
though it was only designed to be transient, and the aggressive power 
of the church has been weakened. 

Not only has there been a gross neglect of the evangelistic gift, but 
when many have attempted to exercise it they have been cast forth 
from the fellowship of the church, and branded with opprobio_ns 
epithets. It lias Leen the exception rather than the rule to recognise 
the gift as a boon and to hail its possessor as a divinely-ordained agent. 

* "llrownlow Korth, B.A., Oxon. Recorde and Recollectione." Rev. Kenneth 
Moody-:-::iLuart, :\LA.. Hodder and Stoughton. 1878. 
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That the corrupt Church of Rome ejected some of her foremost evan
gelists when they proclaimed salvation apart from the sacraments doe!! 
not surprise us, but for a Protestant church calling itself Evangelical 
to follow the exnmple is, at once, a matter of regret and censure. In many 
instances Rome has shown the greater toleration and has conceded a 
degree of liberty which, had the Church of England extended the like 
to the W esleys and others, would ~ave led to their working within her 
pale. The rejection of the prophets as heaven-sent messengers in the 
past dispensation has had its counterpart in the treatment of evange
lists in periods of the present dispensation. 

The change which has been witnessed daring the past twenty-Ii ve 
years in America and Great Britain has been the means of incalculable 
blessing to the churches. Men endowed with gifts have found scope 
for their exercise within the churches, and the results of their labours 
have been harvested. Perhaps at no previous period has there been 
such a preparedness for evangelistic efforts, never was the desire 
greater for such services than now. Since the revival in 1858 the 
churches have had forced upon them the necessity and importance of 
special means for reaching the population which lies outside the area 
of Christian fellowship. Even unauthorised adventurers have been 
welcomed as auxiliaries, though they have been unable to present the 
credentials of spiritual fitness and doctrinal information, and this has 
threatened to lead us back to the former state of things. The very 
name of evangelist has been in some quarters a synonym for charlatan, and 
the term "special services'' has come to be regarded as an eq ui vale at for 
unbridled enthusiasm and outraged propriety. Preaching has been 
debased into spiritual quackery, and the ministry has been travestied 
by gross caricatures. Burglary and fiddling to a pot-house audience 
have been relied upon as adventitious aids.in securing an audience, and 
the power to weep at will has been urged as the clear proof of a 
divine mission. While we do not disparage a man on account of his 
antecedents, we protest against the practice of making capital oat of 
past villainy. A narrative of criminal incident.s in minute and revolting 
detail, after the manner of the Pol-ice .News, may be regarded by some 
as a black foil for i-etting forth the glory of divine grace, bat it may 
subserve, at the same t.ime, the devil's interests and prove an education 
in vice and crime to those who miss the moral of the story. We 
trust we have seen the last phase of this kind of religions freebooting, 
and that a more healthful state of things has been inaugurated. We 
are not, however, quite sure of this, for fanaticism is far from extinct, 
and we have our eye upon a mournful instance of it, which we are 
right sorry to observe. 

Foremost amongsL those who have influenced the change for the 
better as to evangelists is the subject of the memoi1· now before ns, 
which we commend to our readers as one of the best books of its kind. 
The author has executed his task with considerable care, and the result 
is a work of more than ordinary interest. 

Grandnephew of Lord North, formerly premier, grandson of the 
Hon. and Rev. Brownlow North, Bishop of Winchester. and son of the 
Rev. Charles North, rector of Alverstoke, Brownlow North was Lle
acended from a noble and honoured ancestry. He was born iu the 
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yeRr BIO, and as his cousin, t.he Earl of Guildford, had no son, he was 
greeted at his birth as the heir to the earldom. His mother was a 
godly woman, and sought by prayer and Christian counsel to influence 
her son for good ; but he was a wRyward boy Rnd when at Eton he 
distinguished himself rather as an athlete than' RB a scholar, and was 
known by the soubriquet of Gentleman Jack. In his case, as in many 
others, an heirship was an excuse for reckless indifference, and his six 
years at Eton did very little for either his mental or moral character. 
The hero of the silver spoon may be envied by the boy of the wooden 
lad_le, but an inherited patrimony is not to be preferred to an ac-
9mred competence. It is a poor building which must find its strength 
~n buttr~ssed walls, and the youth who is only propped up by fortune 
1s an obJect of pity rather than of envy. 

~t the age of fifteen he went to Corfu, and joined his cousin, L~d 
G mldford, who, as chancellor of the Ionian Isles, had founded a theo
logic~l college. It was hoped that the advantages of the classes would 
be prized, and the influence of his relative would exert a salutary 
influence ; but finding one day the window of his class room converted 
into the last obstacle of an amateur steeplechase, Lord Guildford sent 
the scapegrace home as altogether beyond his control. After his return 
he was despatched to make the grand tour of the Continent, and finding 
his guardian tutor, on the first night of their arrival in Paris, in :1 

gaming saloon, he insisted, under penalty of exposure, that all books 
of study shonld be left behind. While journeying to Rome he won 
from his tutor all the money with which he had been entrusted to 
defray the expenses, became master of the situation, and assumed the 
control of his guide. He was thus exposed to one of the greatest 
perils of youthful life-freedom from restraint, and the means of 
gratifying vicious propensities. 

His father's eldest brother succeeding to the earldom, contrary to all 
expectation, Brownlow North was cast upon his own resources without 
a profession, and found himself a married man, at the age of nineteen. 
Having been made registrar of the diocese of Winchester by his grand
father, when a mere stripling, he found himself in receipt of only 
£300 a-year instead of the revenues of an earldom. Thie precious piece 
of patronage was the only fortune be ever pos1>essed. To improve hie 
finances he had recourf'e to the gaming table ; but incurring liabilities 
he bad no means of discharging, he escaped to France, and, after send
ing bis wife and her two cbilJren borne to bis mother, he enlisted as a 
volunteer in Don Pedro's army iu Portugal. Returning after an in
terval of a few months, he was forgiven, and joined bis brother-in-law 
at Abergeldie Castle, and Scotland became the home of his adoption. 
Here he addicted himself to 1<port, and became the hero of many a wild 
ad,·enture. In the midst of all his pleasure-seeking, old memories of 
a mother's teaching were revived, and former convictions broke in upon 
his false peace only to be dismissed, however, as unwelcome intruders. 
He little thought at this time that the claims of conscience would ~e 
asserted one day with an emphasis which would defy every Satanic 
expedient to siltnce them. . 

The illness of one of his children and the influence of a conversat1011 
be had witb tlie Duchess of Gordon affected hir;n for good, and he 
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resolved to enter Magdalen College, Oxford, as a gentleman-commoner, 
with the view of taking orders. When offered a curacy, he w;is cnn
scious of his unfitness for ordination to the office, and when the bishnp 
~aid to him, "Mr. North, if I were in your position and you in mine, 
would you ordain me ? " he replied, "My lord, I would not." Af,er 
leaving Oxford, he fell back again into his old ways, and lived in for
getfulness of God, and hoped that God would forget him. In sheer 
desperation he declared, as he afterwards confessed, "I must have my 
sins; I know the consequences, hut I accept them; I accept damna
tion as my portion." How hardly are they pressed whom the devil 
drives! But this state of things was destined to come to a close, and 
the story of his conversion shall be told in his own words, as narrated 
before the students of Edinburgh University in 1862 :-

,, It pleased God,'' he said, "in the month of November, 1854, one 
night when I was sitting playing at cards, to make me concerned about 
my soul. The instrument used was a sensation of sudden illness, which 
led me to think I was going to die. I said to my son, ' I am a dead 
man; take me upstairs.' As soon as this was done, I threw myself 
down on the bed. My first thought then was, 'Now, what will my 
forty-four years of following the devices of my own heart profit me ? 
In a few minutes I shall be in. hell, and what good will all these things 
do me for which I have sold my soul ? ' At that moment I felt con
strained to pray ; but it was merely the prayer of the coward, a cry for 
mercy. I was not sorry for what I had done; but I was afraid of the 
punishment of my sin. And yet still there was something trying to 
prevent me putting myself on my knees to call for mercy, and that 
was the presence of the maid-servant in the room, lighting my fire. 
Though I did not believe at that time that I had ten minutes to live, 
and knew that there was no possible hope for me but in the mercy of 
God, and that if I did not seek that mercy I could not expect to have 
it, yet such was the nature of my heart and of my spirit within me, that 
it was a balance with me, a thing to turn this way or that, I could not 
tell how, whether I should fall on my knees before that girl, and I 
believe it was the turning point with me. I believe that if I had at that 
time resisted the Holy Ghost-of course I cannot say, for who shall 
limit the Holy Ghost ?-but my belief is that it would have been once 
too often. By God's grace I was not prevented. I did pray, and 
though I am not what I should be, yet I am this day what I am, which, 
at least, is not what I was.'' 

Although the change was apparent, Christian people looked upon him 
with some degree ,of suspicion, fearing his reform was due to a tem
porary resolution, if indeed they did not call in question the grace 
which had saved him. Giving himself to the word of God and prayer, 
the anguish of soul which attended bis conviction melted into the 
"joy of the Holy Ghost," and the distress of mind which followed his 
conversion was at length dispelled by "the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding.'' His consistency disarmed suspicion, and his 
growth in grace soon proved the reality of his spiritual birth. 

At this period he frequently got up in the night, went to his study 
and agonized in prayer, and during the day he took long walks for 
meditation, and gave tracts to everyone he met. In this way he 
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acquired health of soul, which charmed away his doubts, Rnd he gained 
st.rength and resolution for Christian service. Although the issue of 
the C(>nflict was certain the process was so painful that, ten years after
wards, he expressed the wish that his worst enemy might be spared the 
same ordeal. In the course of his subsequent ministry he never 
referred to his career during his unconverted daye, except in the most 
general terms. 

As the grace of God in the soul is communicative, as well as expan
sive, after two months' retirement in the sanctuary of his own room, 
spent in reading the Bible and prayer, he came forth resolved upon de
voting himself to the service of Christ. Strong as was his resolution it 
cost him many a hard struggle to give even a tract to his former com
panions and those who had known him in his wild days ; but once accom
plished the act soon became a fixed habit. His sphere of usefulness now 
began to expand, and his next effort is here described in his own words:
" When I first came to know the Lord the spirit said to me, ' Brownlow 
North, there's that woman in the porter's lodge; you ought to go and 
speak to her about religion.' But the flesh said, 'Do nothing of the 
sort: keep what you've got to yourself.' But the spirit gave me no rest 
till I went to the woman at the porter's lodge and read the Bible to her, 
and told her what the Lord had done for my soul. Then, again, the 
spirit said to me, 'There's that washerwoman in the town, you know; 
yon should go to her, and read and pray with her also.' But the flesh 
said, 'Do nothing of the sort ; she will most likely think that she has 
more religion than yon have.' Still, the spirit would give me no rest 
till I read and preyed with the washerwoman also." 

His next plan was to conduct a cottage meeting, consisting of a dozen 
shoemakers. In a very short time the num her increased, and as his 
fame spread the neighbours crowded even the sick rooms where they 
knew be was visiting, often to the inconvenience of the sufferers. His 
work in Elgin led to the permanent appointment of a town missionary
one gentleman making over the sum of £1,000, the interest of which 
should go towards his support. 

Coming to London on a visit to his mother, be caJled to see a young 
Scotchman who was then acting as secretary to a Young Men's Christian 
Institute, and he accompanied him to King's Cross, where he was 
to bold an open-air service. The address of his Scotch friend appears 
to have lacked point and force, and there was a call for "that stout 
man with dark eyes " to speak. Seizing the opportunity he soon com
mended respectful attention, and when be had finished he was saluted 
with "Go on, sir; we want to bear more.'' This providential circum
stane;e, which points a moral, gave him the opportunity for preaching 
the gospel, and he was greatly encouraged by his success. 

Returning to Scotland, be went to his old residence for change and 
rest, but, as the minister of the Free Church was suddenly called 
away, Brownlow North was requested to occupy his place, and being 
informed that the church would be closed unless he consented to do 
so, be yielded to tbe importunity. He preached again the following 
Sunday, and the next week he conducted a series of services in a neigh
bouring town. 

He now felt that he had a distinct call to preach, and he writes-" I 
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have done all the harm I could in Scotland, and now I intend to remain 
11nd do ,all tho good I cnn. I 11m not an authorized preacher," he adds, 
"but 111 tell yon what I am; I am a man who has been to the brink of 
the bottomless pit and have looked in, and as I see many of yon going 
down to that pit, I am here to 'hollo' you back, and warn you of your 
danger. I am here, also, as the chief of sinners, saved by grace, to tell 
you that the grace which has saved me can sorely save yon." In such 
a case the lessons of experience were better than the lectures of the 
college, and the pangs of anxiety a better stimulus than the emoluments 
of office. The apostolic exhortation to "do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus'' gave him a warre.nt which no human ordination could have 
done. He used to say to others, " If you can do it in the name of J esns, 
do it : if not, don't!'' Being fairly committed to the work, invitations 
to preach came from all quarters. Assured of his commission, he went 
forth nothing daunted ; certain of the issue, in dependence upon the 
Spirit, he reaped the blessing he believed would follow. As a preacher 
he was natural, simple, and Scriptural, and as he had a commanding 
presence and considerable power of language, he fulfilled all the con
ditions of success in soul-winning. 

Avoiding the conventional model of a sermon, he talked from the 
standpoint of his attainment in the subject of discourse. He seldom 
wrote more than the heads of his address, and being sure of the truths 
he wished to enunciate and enforce he left the form of expression to 
the influence of the hour. That large crowds were always attracted, 
and that souls were blessed, must be held sufficient to justify the course 
he pursued, and it would be a clear gain, we submit, if ministers 
generally would adopt a similar method. A rhythmical diction is 
essential to poetry, but it is not a sine qua non in successful preaching. 
When sentences fly from a speaker like the coruscations from a bar of 
metal on the anvil they will burn their way into consciences, but when 
they fall like minted coins from the mould, however pretty and valuable 
they may be, they may easily be rejected at will, and their influence as 
the medium of impression will be lost. " We alRo believe, and there
fore spealc '' is the watchword of a true preacher. To be dull for the 
sake of being logically consislent is a doubtful gain, and to sacrifice 
force of appeal to felicity of expression is a decided loss. 

If we were called upon to formulate Brownlow North's preaching, 
we should state the topics in the following order :-

1. God is! His personality, omniscience, and eternity are necessary 
attributes. 

2. God has spoken ! The Bible is the revelation of the purposes 
and promises of God. 

3. God sent his Son ! In Christ the love and mercy of God are 
revealed to the world. 

4. Christ died I The death of Jesus is an adequate atonement for 
sin. 

5. The Spirit has been given ! The power of God in the convictio~, 
conversion, and sanctification of the sinner operates through his 
ministry. 

6. Man is a sinner! He is deprived of the power and will to save 
himself. 
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, . l\lan is immortal! Death fixes his eternal condition of happiness 
or woe. 

8. The gospel is the authoritative declaration of pardon on the 
ground of the atonement, and is commended to all. 

9. God is not made willing to pardon the sinner by his penitence 
or prayers. 

10. Preaching is the ordained means for urging sinners to accept the 
pardon freely offered through Jesus Christ, and to be received 
by faith. 

As he preached Christ, not casuistry; evangelical doctrine, and not 
ecclesiastical dogma, he became wise in soul winning, and the stability 
of those converted through his instrumentality was very marked. Having 
delivered his message, he rarely remained to speak to the anxious at the 
dose of the service, but would freely accord them an interview on the 
following day. In his case this method worked as well as the after
meeting for enquirers under other evangelists. We see from this that 
the Lord is not restricted to any one order of working, and we press 
the point because many have come to believe that very little good 
attends a service unless the ante-rooms are filled with weeping penitents 
at the close. 

Brownlow North's call as an evangelist being established, an over
ture was made to accord him a formal recognition in connection with 
the assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, in May, l859. A very 
animated debate was provoked by the resolution, and an amendment 
was proposed to "remit the question to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
to consider and report to the ensuing commission of assembly in 
August," notwithstanding the fact that the overture was signed by 
sixty-eight ministers and thirty-eil!ht elders. The amendment being 
gracefnlly withdrawn, Brownlow North received a full recognition, 
which, without infringing bis liberty, gave him access to the Free 
Churches of Scotland. This was a decided gain in every way, for it 
gave him a status in the eyes of the people which he could turn to good 
account, and the results of his labours were gleaned by the ministers 
with whom be laboured. The principle is so good that we trust no 
evangelist will attempt to labour, except in immediate connection with 
some evangelical deoomination, or at least a committee of representa
tive men. The P-hurcbes, too, should hesitate before accepting a man, 
unless his credentials are duly authenticated. We do not urge this to 
fetter church action or to interfere with personal liberty, but to secure 
a sufficient guarantee of fitness for the work as to character, ability, 
and doctrine. 

A certain claRs of people denounce system because they have fallen 
themselves into the comervatism of an intolerant bigotry; they de
nonnce ordination, but take care to follow their own leaders with a 
lJlind exclusiveness. In the present disjointed state of society-, system 
is important, aud authority is oot to be despised, and when both com
bine to seeure order and decorum they are greatly to be desired. 

We have resentd no space for interesting incidents in the career of 
Brownlow K 01th as an evangelist, fur these we must refer ou1· readers 
to the hook. As we rise from its perusal we are conscious of huving 
Leen in the preEenee of a remarkaule man. His work absorbed all his 
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energies and commrmded every moment of his time. He lived to Jabour, 
and laboured to save souls and glorify the Saviour to the last. After 
only a brief respite of ten days, he finished his course with joy, and a 
friend who visited him writes-

" As I looked at him, he seemed like a great ship of war slowly en
tering the harbour, the sails all furletl, the guns unshotted, the excite
ment and the perils of the voyage over, and the desired haven reached." 

Thus, after spending twenty-one years in the ministry of the gospel, 
b~ died November 9, 1875. Doubtless he has realized the fruition of 
bis cherished hopes, and now rests from his labours according to the 
promise, "Where I am there shall also my servant be." 

VEn.NO~ J. CHARLESWORTH. 

ll,t ~tst fltn. 
PLUTARCH tells us that the Rhodians appealed to the Romans for 

help, aud one sug-gested that they should plead the good turns 
which they had done for Rome. This was a plea difficult to make 
strong enough, very liable to be disputed, and not at all likely to 
influence so great a people as the Romans, who would not readily con
sider themselves to be debtors to so puny a state as that of Rhodes. 
The Rhodians were, however, wiser than their counsellor, and took up 
another line of argument, which was abundantly successful: they 
pleaded the favours which in former times the Romans had bestowed 
upon them, and urged t.hese as a reason why the great nation should 
not cast off a needy people for whom they had already done so much. 

Herein is wisdom. How idle it would be for us to plead our good 
works with the great God! What we have done for him is too faulty, 
and too questionable to be pleaded; but what he has done for us is 
grand argument, great in itself and potent with an immutable Bene
factor. Legal pleading soon meets a rebuff; yea, it trembles even 
before it leaves the pleader's mouth, and makes him ashamed while he is 
yet at his argument. Far otherwise fares it with the humble gratitude 
which gathers strength as it recalls each deed of love, and comforts 
itself with a growing assurance that he who has done so much will not 
lose his labour, but will do even more, till he has perfected that which 
concerneth us. Sinners run fearful risks when they appeal to justice: 
their wisdom is to cast themselves upon free grace. Our past conduct 
is a logical reason for our condemnation; it is in God's past mercy to 
us that we have accumulated argument for hope. The Latin sentence 
bath great truth in it, Deus donando debet, God by giving one mercy 
pledges himself to give another ; he is not indebted to our mer~t, his 
onl_y obligation is that which arises out of his own covenant promise, of 
which his gifts are pledges nnd bonds. Let ns remember this when 
next we urge our suit with him. 

15 
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lfutlfrt ~out{rs i90. 
BY THOMAS SPURGEON. 

TWEL ,E months ago ! and yet it seems but yesterday, so quickly 
does time fly. Twelve months ago I was the happy guest of Mr. 

William Gibi:on, at Perth, Tasmania. April 11, 1878 was 11, gala day 
for Perth in general, and for Native Point, the residence of my host, 
in particular. The occasion was in reality the annual excursion of the 
Snnday-i:chool connected with Perth Baptist Chapel; but so general 
was the invitation that all who cared to come were welcome to share 
the hospitality. Thus old and younJr, with many scholars who I fear 
had joined the school suspiciously late, enjoyed the treat, and such 
indeed it was. The lovely climate of Tasmania's favoured isle treated 
ns to one of its best productions, and from dawn of day till evening time 
the weather was fair throughout. 

The commissariat department, too, treated us well, for days before 
cakes and tarts and puddings had been in course of preparation, the 
kitchen meanwhile being, in more senses than one, a scene of stir. The 
early morning found willing hands busy indoors cutting sandwiches and 
cakes, others ont of doors erecting triumphal arches and a temporary 
booth beside the river. About eleven o'clock waggon-loads of young 
folks in holiday attire came down the hill singing so merrily that even 
the heavy cart-horses became lighthearted too, and actually trotted with 
their li,ely loads. Then began the amusements and games, which were 
of the usual merry kind, but boating proved the great attraction. Well 
do I remember pulling ::i. boat crammed with delighted passengers, many 
of whom bad never been on the water before. Three times I unloaded 
my craft and renewed the passenger list, and the pretty winding Esk, 
with verdant banks and graceful willows, was all the brighter for the 
splash of oars and the ringing laughter of happy hearts. All day long 
the jollity continued, and the climax was reached when Mr. G., his little 
grandson, and myself mounted a waggon and scattered peppermints 
and halfpence amongst the enthusiastic crowd. Having to commence 
a journey that evening, I had time only to call for three ringing cheers 
from the children for their kind benefactor, and hastened off to catch 
the train. Thus do Baptist folks enjoy themselves at the antipodes, 
mnch as tfe do at home on similar occasions, for our faith is one of joy 
and gladness. Well do I remember that evening's travel, and how I 
thought of home, and now that I have been restored to family and 
friends, no "110::ider that I think of scenes and circumstances twelve 
months ago. 

I have been reminded lately of the pressing need in Tasmania of 
earnest gospel ministers. Thank God there are some there, but there 
are places which should be rejoicing in a Baptist church, and would be, 
if men 'Were forthcoming to found and start them. The township of 
Longford, situate a few miles from Perth, is a grand field, and Deloraine, 
at the ttrminus of the railway, is a 8till more neceEsitous locality. In 
each of tliese places there is a good hall, iu which I have preached many 
times to c:rowd.s of eager listeners, and doubtless these could be hired to 
commtnc:e in. Better still, there are several good friends who long and 
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pray for labourer!! in the harvest field, and Mr. Gibson assures me that 
if only some enrnest brother would volunteer to serve the Lord so far 
from home he would receive a hearty welcome and expense of par,sage 
would be defrayed. I was journeying to Deloraine myself that evening, 
and on arrival made arrangements for services there the following 
Sabbath week. Early next morning- I and my friend, who by the way 
was doubly so, for his name wa6 Friend, mounted a chaise-cart and 
started for the North-West Coast. The mist hung thickly over the 
township, especially about the " Meander," which ripples through it; 
but we were soon above the fog. Then all the beauties of an autumn 
day began, and for several miles up and down hill on a good road we 
mightily enjoyed the morning drive. Most of the road to the coast is 
celebrated for being the roughest in the country, and certainly I can 
confirm the statement. At a place called Stony-ri8es we were compelled 
to get out and walk, and we were constantly coming on rocky boulders 
and stumps of trees. Our steed, unfortunately, was obstinate, and 
instead of answering to the rein, he took us straight over rocks and 
roots, of which there were any quantity, the road never having been 
made-except worse by traffic and by winter rains. Most visitors to 
the coast, and it is a favourite resort of Australian tourists, journey by 
the steamer, preferring the rocks of the billows to the rocky roads. 

About twenty miles on the way we halted at a creek for an boar, 
and regaled ourselves with sandwiches and hard boiled eggs, while our 
steed got outside a boxful of chaff and oats. At two o'clock we jour
neyed on, for we had twenty more miles to travel. After travelling ten 
of them, we reached the township of Latrobe, where we stopped for a 
while to arrange a service for the following week, and to refresh horse 
and passengers with cool draughts from the swiftly flowing stream. 
Another eight miles or so, and we crossed the river Don, and passed a 
settlement which owes its prosperity mainly to the existence of a large 
manufacturing firm, which employs a great number of hands at saw
mills, furniture making, etc. There we saw a Congregational church, 
in which I hoped to preach the following Sunday. Horses in Australia 
and Tasmania are capable of great endurance, but our steed, like his 
fellow-travellers, was not sorry when his journey was complete, and 
Hamilton-on-Forth, situated in a pretty valley, appeared in view. Onr 
r~ad skirted the hillside, and on our left a beauteous glen delighted us 
with lovely tree-ferns, peeping from beneath the thick undergrowth, or 
towering above with lace-like leaves and feathery fronds, all dressed in 
living green. 

We soon found ourselves in a pretty little house with Swiss gables and 
home-like garden, and the kind friends who invited me to the Coast 
gave me a right hearty welcome. Mr. and Mrs. Fenton have long been 
ard_ent admirers of my honoured father. Mrs. F. devours _ever_fthing 
which emanates from the study of Nightingale Lane, and 1s qmte au 
enthusiast for the Tabernacle and its far-famed pastor. I found her 
delighting in the receipt of almanacks for '78 and in a whole heap of 
Swords and Trowels, which she seems to read more than once before they 
are given awny. These good people loaded me with kindnesses, •rnd 
seemed as if they could not do enough for the son of one they loved 
so well. 'l'here was no subject so interesting to them as my dear parents 
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Rnd their 1Rbours for the Lord. The morning after my nrrival at 
HRmilt.on I had a wRlk with my kind host to see the place and some of 
its most C'elehrated inhahiLe.nts. Foremost amongst these were Pastor 
Fairey ,md Philosopher Smith. The former, as his title denotes, is the 
~ident minister, having oversight of three flocks congregating e.t the 
rivers Forth, Don, and Leven. In his snug little manse he showed us 
a 1,econd edition of the famous Rob Roy Canoe, in which he he.d paddled 
on the Barwon riYer at Geelong, Victoria, and even out o.t sea and up 
and down these streams. 

We found the philosopher surrounded by his maps and books, his 
metals and hi 1 tools. He had just discovered that a destructive 
mouse, with a decided taste for mineralogy, had entered a case, and had 
been eating the labels off' his precious specimens. 

Philosopher Smith is quite a celebrity. Left an orphan at an early 
age he worked in a trade at Launceston, but being suddenly seized with 
a firm belief that his native island was rich in minerals he started off in 
search. So snccessful was he that he soon discovered a gold mine, and 
immediately his hitherto somewhat commonplace name was changed to 
Gold Smith. His next find was a silver mine, and again his nickname 
altered; but unfortunately neither of these turned out well, and our 
hero set ont again, and r.:iamed the mountains for weeks and months 
together, spending time and energies in the one desire to develop the 
mineral resources of his country. A most lonely life he led for many 
years, with scarce enough to live upon. Might we not learn a lesson 
from his untiring perseverance, and in still better quests spend our 
strength and time ungrudgingly in acquiring that real wisdom whose 
"fruit is better than gold and her revenue than choice silver''? Mr. 
Smith's grand success was the discovery of a truly wonderful tin mine 
at Mount Bischoff, which is celebrated throughout the world. After this 
success he settled down quietly at Hamilton, took to himself a wife, and 
under the still more dignified title of Philosopher occupies himself with 
the study of minerals, and remains a referee and adviser in all mining 
matters. He showed us a testimonial presented to him by the Governor, 
expressive of gratitude for his i;ervices to the island, and recognizing in 
most flattering terms his untiring exertions in disclosing "the precious 
things of the lasting hills." Philosopher Smith was delighted to see 
me, and the nsnally grave old man became quite chatty. 

He greatly rejoiced my heart by telling of a man from whom he had 
just recein:d a letter, a man renowned for drunkenness and sin. To 
this person Mr. Smith had forwarded some of my dear father's sermons, 
printed in TI~ Australasian, with the earnest prayer that they might 
reach his heart and change his course. This blessed result bad been 
realized, and a happy letter from the new convert testified to joy in 
God's faving mercy, and thankfulness to his friend for sending the en
lightening word. The seed scattered from the 'l'abernacle pulpit has 
IJrought forth fruit in t.he backwoods, and arrows shot at a venture have 
piere;ed the hamess of many far from the preacher and further still from 
God. 

Ttie following day was the Sabbath. A bright, sunshiny mo~ning 
bruught the people out in great numbers, so that the Congregat10nal 
church on a hill, a mile or so from the vilJage, was, as the newspapers 
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hnrl it," 1,hronged inside and ont." It WR!! a beautifal Right on a CRlm, 
tranquil Sabb11th morn to watch the con~tant arrivalR, moRt of them 
coming on horseback. They tied their RteedR to poRtR anrl railing!! while 
the service lasted, and nfter a shake of the preacher's hand, and a chat 
with friends, remounted and made towards home. Some members of 
my audience had come very long distances, taking as much as two days 
on I.he journey; and many had tradged on foot along the sandy, rocky 
road for many weary miles. The worcl of the Lord was precious in those 
days, and any opportunity to hear a fresh voice proclaiming the old 
gospel was seized most eagerly. In the evening I rode with l\ir. F. and 
others to the river Don, and held an equally enjoyable and crowded 
meeting. My pleasant labours over, several of us cantered home in the 
cool, clear evening, bright with the silvery moonlight. We went on our 
way rejoicing, and felt truly grateful for such a happy day. 

I remember that as we neared our destination my two companions 
slackened rein and held a consultation, the subject of which I did not 
then di~cover. I learned afterwards that our fellow traveller enquired 
of Mr. Fenton if he would request me to baptize his child. They were 
about to ask my consent when Mr. F. suddenly remembered my un
fortunately literal rendering of the verb "baptizo," and checked his 
friend in time. Speaking with my host on the subject I found he was 
like many unbaptized believers "almost persuaded," and I feel sure that 
a faithful ministry, which at fitting times brought this important matter 
before the notice of the people, would succeed in drawing many out to 
"follow the Lamb whithersoever he goetb." 

I spent three more pleasant days with my hearty friends, enjoying 
lovely walks and pleasant drives. Perhaps the best of these was to a 
township on the Penguin river. From a projecting headland we gained 
a very extensive view of all the north-west coast; the water was wonder
fully smooth, a gentle breeze from the land rippled it, and filled the 
sails of several small ve1,sels out at sea. As the sun went down the pale 
moon rose high, cattle luxuriated amongst the bushes near the shore, 
and out on the rocks the penguins stood, silently and solemnly minding 
their own business, probahl_y that of fishing. 

The next evening we sallied forth as incendiaries and endeavoured to 
burn some of the briars, which grew far too thickly everywhere. Oar 
miniature bush-fire was not very successful, but it was some satisfaction 
to feel that we were benefiting society while we amused ourselves. The 
bramble is a great nuisance to the neighbourhood, and Mr. Fenton in
terested me by telling how he became responsible for its introduction. 
When first be settled in that district, nearly thirty years ago, a fellow 
colonist presented him with one of two blackberry cuttings he had 
obtained from "the old country." So interested was my host in aa_ytbing 
that came from and reminded him of home that he watered and watched 
this little sprig with tenderest care. He soon had enough of it, how
ever, and now his chief anxiety is to root up and destroy his formeL· 
protege as much 11s possible. It is difficnlt, indeed, to rid the place of 
such cumberers of the i.:ronnd; and how hard it is to root up tenden~ies 
to evil and traces of the foll. These bri11rs 11nd brambles are bnt tokens 
of the sin which Adam, the first settler, introduced, and which nothing 
but graee divine can effectually exterminate. 
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On the Thursday of this happy week I was announced to preach at 
Latrobe, and drorn thither in the morning, over the road I have before 
described ; but., alas, it was won;e than ever, for the rain descended in 
torrents, and the road was slippery to the Jasl degree. Well might I 
fear a poor attendance at the meeting, for, besides the rain, the facts that 
a ~er.ice had been held there the night before by Mr. Varley, and that 
he was preaching that same evening a few miles away, would be likely 
rnongh to thin my audience. My fearf1, howe\'er, were unnecessary, for 
I found the Victoria Hall crammed with as many ns five hundred people. 
Some of them had followed me from Hamilton, and were returning the 
same night, so anxious were they to hear the word once more. 

The following day Mr. Varley passed through the township en route 
for Delorainc, but I was obliged to wait for a trap to take me on, which 
came so late that I was compelled to stay another night, there being no 
stage-coach or regular con,eyance. On Saturday it still rained, and the 
roads were in a frightful condition. However, safe conduct was vouch
safed, and the cold and fatigue of a long journey were soon forgotten• 
amidst welcomes and kindnesses from the family of a godly miller, with 
whom I had stayed before. On Sunday, April 21, the weather was as 
bad as ever, but the large hall in Deloraiue was crowded, even though at 
night the people had to carry lanterns to gnide them through the in
tense darkness. My readers will remember that Deloraine is one of the 
places I mentioned as a hopeful ephere for Christian service. The dis
trict is prosperous, and the population is increasing. There is a Church 
of England interest in the town, and one dissenting place of worship 
belonging, I think, to the Methodists, but this is poorly attended, and 
evidentl.v an earnest, plain preacher is needed to reach the masses and 
e,angelise the country round. Will you, my dear friends, join in my 
prayer to the Lord of the harvest that he will send out labourers mted 
for this portion of the field ? 

I left Deloraine next day and returned to Perth. There I preached 
the following Sunday, and during the next week addressed a conference 
of Christians at Launceston, convened by Mr. Varley and attended by 
great numbers of people from all parts. Soon after this I crossed the 
island and spent a while down south. Of my experiences at Hobart 
Town, and the work for the Lord that I was privileged to engage in, I may 
tell 1;ome other time. I can scarcely close my story without expressing 
to all my friends who so kindly brought me on my journey my hearty 
gratitnde for all their interest and love which encouraged me to labour 
for the Master. It will take many twelvemonths to efface the memory 
of Tasmanian hospitality. 

Most of all, I am thankful to the gracious God who led me all the 
way and bestowed on me the wondrous favour of allowing me to do his 
l1usiness in a "far country" amidst so much joy and blessing. 
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i0Ig,0rfngt in ®nglann.-l flttt for Junbs. 

A PROVERB often quoted by thrifty people, or by those who would 
pass as such, is '' 'fake care of the pence, and the pounds will 

take care of themselves"; and people take it for granted the saying is 
true, without stopping to perceive that it may admit of some qualifica
tion. The fact is that pounds will no more take care of themselves 
than pence; for many a mortal, after a life of toil and saving, has lived 
long enough to <liscover how readily riches may take to themselves 
wings and fly away. And yet there is a sense in which the proverb 
carries home to our hearts a usefnl admonition-Look well after the 
little things of life; be faithful in that which is least, and you will run 
but slight risk of neglecting more important duties. Suppose we were 
to parody the proverb thus : "Take care of the poor, and the rich will 
take care of themselves "-would that be true ? Like the original, it is 
true in a sense, but not literally so. While the rich so far resemble 
gold that their stability can never be absolutely guaranteed, the work 
of the church lies chiefly among the poor. The humble classes consti
tute the bulk of the nation, and if it is well with them the abounding 
prosperity will ascend and spread, just as a tree with healthy roots will 
have luxuriant foliage and fruit-bearing boughs. If the roots below are 
right, there is sure to be healthy life in the branches above. 

The system of col portage, commenced some few years ago in England, 
was organized to supply a pressing want of the times. The rich had 
books enough and to spare; it was time to look after the poor. It was 
not a new system, for the word is of French parentage, and signifies a 
mode of distributing literature in town and country which was practised 
in France some centuries ago. The colporteur with his pack was an 
innovation in England, however; and, to judge by the comparatively 
slight interest as yet awakened in his favour, he is not at present so 
heartily valued as be should be by a liberal public. As an active ser
vant of the church the itinerant distributor of cheap literature ought to 
have been in constant operation since the days of the Reformation; and 
if his labours have been missed in the past, much more is his absence 
felt in days like our own, when education is becoming universally dif
fused and everybody is reading, when old and young will feed their 
minds on garbage if wholesome nutriment be not pressed upon their 
acceptance, for read they mnst and will. 

The colporteur came upon the scene as a natural sequel to the abo
lition of the taxes on knowledge. It should be remembered that while 
~he paper duty fettered the enterprise of reformers it also checked the 
issue of what was bad. 

Now that the land is being flooded with printed paper of every kind, 
from what is enlightening and elevating to the merest trash, it b~hov~s 
II.IS to do our part in controlling the reading of the people ; and m this 
service no better agent can be found than an energetic colporteur. To 
depict such a man as we have met with in his home, and at his work, 
is not difficult. As soon as you become acquainted with him and the 
ground he traverses you are convinced that or all individuals in the 
country he is the very one for his sphere; the district appears to be 
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specially made for him ; and though the villagt:\s have had no such 
,isitor for centuries, eit.her before or since the Dark Ages, everybody 
~ow a~rce~ !n testif,ring that his serYices _are indispensablr. The poor 
hke his vmt-8, bccausr, as a poor mau hunself, he can talk to them in 
syrnp11thetic t-00rs. The sick are cheered by the sound of his footsteps, 
because he betrays the quiet earnestness or a man who could soon find 
11 better craft if he were content to be a mere hireling. 'l'he children 
know his ,oi.ce because he is tender and kind, winning them by love. 
The more well-to-do classes are glad when the day runs round for him to 
call a.gain, became a bookseller's pack always has attractions for people 
of taste who have money to spend. Though all colporteurs are not of 
the rnrne quality, we have not drawn an ideal picture. We have met 
with such a man; we have accompanied him on the road ; we have 
gone with him into the cottages of the peasantry ; we have sat down 
with him at the tables of another class, and have profited b.v the inter
course. The good that such a man can do is incalculable. He is abroad 
six days of the week, and the weekly Sabbath is only rest to him 
by its bringing a change of occupation; for then he preaches at one or 
more of the several stations of his district. 

The sales effected by the colporteurs vary as widely as the characters 
of their districts, so that it would not be fair to test a man's capacity 
and zeal by his takings alone. At the present time, especially among 
the northern centres of industry, he finds that the times are hard for 
him, becanse when numbers are wanting work, books, though neces
saries of life, are among the last things that needy people buy. Then a 
new district will not yield returns equal to one which has been worked 
sufficiently long to have a trade connection formed. The colporteur 
has to work his way like a man establishing an ordinary business, thfl 
reward being in proportion to his skill and perseverance. Taking the 
men as a body, the sum of £40 or £50 is required in subscriptions from 
the public to keep each individual at his post, some costing more and 
some less. An exact account is kept of what every man earns, and of 
the expenses he incurs; but for obvious reasons we are obliged to keep 
pretty close to generalities. By way of illustration we may mention 
the highest and the lowest examples of sales during the year 1878. One 
agent in the Cheddar district took £303 18s. 9d. ; while another in the 
1\iidlRnds sent in only £'27 14s. 2d. Though the difference is sufficiently 
striking, -we should not be justified in forming hasty conclusions without 
properly understanding the circumstances attending each instance. 
'l'he man in the Midlands may have conquered more difficulties than 
outsiders are likely to know about ; but his brother in Somerset has 
certainly done more than well in cultivating a district and sowing the 
i,eed which must yield a harvest both now and at a future day. The 
srualler sum mav be the thin end of the wedge, which will tell a different 
tale when driven home. On the other hand, we are not surprised to 
find the more successful traveller subject to weariness of heart and 
seasons of despondency. Having done his best by taking advantage of 
every opportunity he finds that commercial depression, or even petty 
local causes, may occasion a turn in the tide of prosperity and thus 
cunail his usefulness. 

A few other general facts will show at a glance the nature of tha 
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work which has been carried on for some years by the Metropolitan 
Tabern11.cle.Colportage Association. 'fhe nnmber of men now engaged 
in the service is eighty-two; bnt in consequence of an empty exchequer, 
slackness of trade, and n lack of adequate support, several men will 
have to be withdrawn from their districts unless liberal supplies are im
mediritely forthcoming. 'l'his alternative, if not averted, will amount 
to little short of an actual calamity to the districtR d1 rectly concerned. 
If we can only realize a few facts in connection with the work, we shall 
see that strong terms are no exaggeration of the importance of the case. 
In an ordinary way, a colporteur's district will be thirty miles in cir
cumference ; and it is so arranged that he shall be able to call at every 
village once a month. For some time past the monthly sales of the 
Association have averaged nearly £700, and about a seventh part of this 
has been laid out in the Scriptures. The number of separate publica
tions is about 30,000 a month, the majority of which range in price 
from a halfpenny to sixpence. This it must be remembered is in a 
large measure a forced sale over and above what could have occutTed 
if the colporteur had not made the market. The publications do not 
greatly compete with the sales of ordinary booksellers ; they rather 
supersede the low-priced rubbish which seems to have pushing agents 
to 6timulate its circulation in every likely and unlikely place. As an 
evangelistic home mission agency anything more effective than this is 
not likely to be discovered; and in proportion to the realization of its 
worth by Christian people, far and near, will funds flow in for the 
support of the enterprise. 

Having given the above facts illustrative of the general work of col
portage, we will now attempt to portray one of the agents as he lives 
and works at home among his people. The district is that of War
miaster; the agent our friend Samuel King, who is selected for our 
purpose because we are better acquainted with him and his locality than 
with some others. 

The district is almost entirely agricultural. . It is exceeding pictur
esque; and while it borders on Salisbury Plain, such ancient landmarks 
as Longleat Hall and the gigantic Saxon White Horse make the locality 
a circuit of great historical interest. A few small towns such as War
minster, West bury, and Devizes are met with, but the work of the 
colporteur lies chiefly in the villages among the peasantry, although 
persons of a higher grade are never overlooked. The character of the 
people is found to vary as greatly as the privileges they enjoy, places 
which lack evangelical teachers being woefully benighted, while other 
villages are more favoured ; but all alike show the need that exists for a 
Cl!ristian agency beyond what the State Church or Nonconformity s~1p
plies. The work of forming a business connection and becomrng 
acquainted with the people is at first very uphill work. During the first 
fe:,v months the colporteur, be he ever so shrewd a judge of h~an nature, 
Will hardly be able to say who are I ikely to prove his best friends. Fll'st 
appearances are deceptive; and future steadfast supporters may be the 
very people who return rude words for a civil salutation, or who slam 
their doors in the traveller's face. It is sometimes discouragingly hard to 
do battle with the natural hardness of the human heart; but in places 
where formalism prevails in the National Church of England the clergy 
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also lend their influence to the forces of the opposition. It is really 
a1,tonishing to find how intemely evangelical doctrines ere hated 
by men who are set up by the State as religious teachers, and who, 
it might be rationally supposed, ,vonld welcome colportage as something 
1mpplementary to their own endeavours in educating the people. Speaking 
of England generally, ungodly men who have obtruded into the church 
are among the bitterest opponents of the colporteurs ; for they despise 
anything more Scriptural than their own doctrine of salvation by works 
and sacraments. While we regard all this as the opposition of mis
guided individuals, we cannot but hold the Church of England partially 
responsible for what may be done by her unconverted members, be 
they clergy or laity. Blind guides will never be satisfied with followers 
who can see more than themselves; and hence we find them here and 
there opposing the colporteurs by every means, as though the sellers 
of Christian books, written by godly men of all denominations, were 
simply agents of darkness and of Dissent. Their doctrine is that no · 
one bas authority to preach unless a bishop has ordained him, and 
none will be met with in heaven save those who have been christened 
and confirmed. Such are the opposing forces in some parishes; in 
others the clergy are only too glad to utilize the help of any faithful 
allies. 

Respecting the villages for many miles around W arminster, we are 
much encouraged by Samuel King's experience; more so, probably, 
than he is himself, because we believe he has been the means of effecting 
a reformation. It is hard work to begin at the beginning with the 
cottagers, and in spite of many adverse influences to work upon their 
feelings for good. Some are found whose literary tastes rise no higher 
than the records of sensational crime in penny newspapers, and their 
walls are disfigured with frightful pictures from a ribald police-court 
periodical. The colportenr advises such to read something better, and 
to adorn their rooms with pictures pleasant to look upon, nor does 
be advise in vain. Sheet almanacks and engravings of sterling 
merit snpersede what is revolting and suggestive of evil, while 
magazines soon show that there is a charm, unthought of before, 
associated with what is pure and noble. In point of fact, a colporteur 
is the hero of a great victory when, after several years of labour in a 
district, be can say, the good has outrun the bad-that pure litera
tnre is in greater demand than the trashy and the dangerous. This is 
actually the testimony of Samuel King. 

Particulars of a few adventures on the road, showing how Christian 
publications are sometimes disposed of unexpect.edly to servants and 
others, may be giveu in the colporteur's own words: "Leaving a village 
one morning on a strange road, I presumed to call at a beautiful house, 
which pro,ed to be a clergyman's, and offered my books for sale ; and 
in a few minutes I had the pack open, and a goodly number of the 
household round it. Presently, on leaving the door, I had taken 9s. 2d., 
and went on my way in triumph, thinking I had made a good start for 
the day. I have called many times since, and have been kindly treated. 
One evening, passing a farm-yard just as the men were leaving work, 
I stopped aad opened the pack and uegan to exhibit the contents, and 
one purchased, and another purchased, until presently I had sold about 
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ten shillings' worLh of books on the spot, which evidently would not 
have been purchased but for my passing by."· 

He arUessly confesses that he has sometimes thought the sales must 
collapse, because people would have as many boob a~ they require 
and cease buying. Experience teaches, however, that those who, in 
the humblest manner, form habits of reading, will require fresh supplies; 
and thus the colporteur is found recording, to his great joy, how the 
sales of one year surpass those of the year preceding. 

Of the usefulness of books in the conversion of souls many instances 
are given; and while the details are commonplace, the examples them
selves are none the less valuable. Thus we hear of one young person 
purchasing a little work, and it becomes the means of bringing her into 
the church. Another buys a copy of "The Anxious Enquirer" to 
present to a friend, and though at first not well pleased with the offer
ing, the possessor of the book is led to a sure resting-place. 

Perhaps the tracts, which are freely distributed, are more often than 
books the means of conveying spiritual benefit. Among old and young 
they are made abundantly useful, but want of space will preclude our 
giving examples. 

Probably we have said enough to show the nature and value of col
portage in England; but if anything has been advanced which will draw 
forth liberal donations from those who have means at their command, 
to devote to the best of purposes, we shall rejoice. For an association 
to be compelled to curtail its operations, when the agents should be 
extending their labours in the needy parts of the country, is indeed as 
discouraging as it is humiliating, and we trust that such action on the 
part of the committee may be averted. So highly are the services of 
the men valued in the Birmingham district that the question has gone 
forth among the well-to-do classes," Shall we dismiss our colporteurs ?" 
Mr. Micaiah Hill asks the people to avert this calamity-" I say 
calamity, and such it will be to a very large number of the 17:2,G31 
families that have been visited during the year. Consider what dis
missing the colporteurs will involve. Clergymen and ministers of 
religion in the ten district.s have found useful colleagues in these men, 
and now suddenly are about to be deprived of fellow workers in their 
respective districts. Mission rooms and cottages have been opened in 
destitute places, and shortly they are to be closed. Sunday-scllools, 
temperance societies, open-air preaching, have been organized, and all 
this is about to cease. More than 30,000 Bibles, Testaments, and other 
works on all sorts of subjects have been sold during the year, and this 
great work is abruptly going to cease. To more than 170,000 families 
God's word has been taken in books, and proclaimed by the lips of men 
whom they are to see and hear no more. Services and addresses to the 
number of 937 are to be held and given no longer. In villages and 
i.n out of the way places 4 93 sick and dying persons have been com
forted, and had "their hands strengthened in God,'' and this work ?f 
mercy is to cease. Why? Because money is not forthcommg ! Will 
you not help ?" 

We commend the subject to our readers' attention, and are sanguine 
as to the result. 
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BY C. H. SPURGEON, 

A CHRISTIAN man is the noblest work of God, especially a Chris
tian man who has attained to fulness of stature, and has done 

eminent i::ervice for his Master. As in the presence of sublime scenery 
the renewed heart adores the Creator, and never dreams of worshipping 
nature itself, so in communion with a truly consecrated man the spiritual 
mind rises to a reverent acknowledgment of the Holy Spirit, whose 
workmanship is seen in all the saints, and the idea of hero-worship is 
banished from tlrn mind. Within the last few days it has been our 
joyful privilege to meet with several of the excellent of the earth, and 
among them with three of "the King's mighties," worthy to be placed 
in the first rank. 

First, we found a card upon our table bearing the name of J. HUDSON 
TAYLOR, and we were sorry to have been out, and so to have missed 
seeing hirn; but another opportunity occurred, and the last hour which 
this beloved brother spent at Mentone was consecrated by holy confer
ence and earnest prayer for China in our pleasant parlour at Hotel de 
la Paix. :M:r. Taylor is not a man of commanding presence or of striking 
modes of speech. He is not in outward appearance an individual who 
would be selected from among others as the leader of a gigantic enter
prise ; in fact, he is lame in gait, and little in stature: but the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth, his glance reacheth to the heart. In his 
spiritual manhood Mr. Taylor is of noble proportions: his spirit is quiet 
and meek, yet strong and in tense; there is not an atom of self-assertion 
about him, but a firm confidence in God and in the call which he has 
himself received to carry the gospel to China. He is hampered by no 
doubts as to the inspiration of the Scriptures, or the truth of Christi
anity, or the ultimate conquest of China for the Lord Jesus ; his faith 
is tl.iat of a child-man, too conscious of consecration to the living God, 
and t.oo certain of his presence and he! p to turn aside to answer the 
useless quibbles of the hour. Affectionate in manner, and gentle in 
tone, our brother has nevertheless about him a firmness which achieves 
its purpose without noise. Simple as a child in his spirit, he pursues 
bis design with prudent perseverance and determination; he provokes 
no hostility, but he almost unconsciously arouses hearty sympathy, 
though he is evidently independent of it, and would go on with his 
great work even if no one countenanced him in it. 

Our conversation was confined to China, the work in China, and the 
workers in China. The word China, China, China is now ringing in 
our ears in that special, peculiar, musical, forcible, unique way in which 
Mr. Taylor utters it. He could not very readily be made to speak 
upon any other theme for long together; he would be sure to fly back 
to China. We believe that he dreams of chop-sticks, mandarins, and 
poor Chinese. We expressed our conviction that he was already grow
ing a pigtail, and he did not deny the fact, but added further that he 
hoped soon to have on the Chinaman's silk petticoat, and he seemed 
quite pleased to tell us that he was so like a Chinaman when fully 
arrayed that he was often taken for a native. Dear, good brother, this 
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is one reason of your success, you become a Chinaman to the Chinese, 
and you will gain the Chinese. Your concentration of thought upon your 
one grand object shall, under the divine blessing, be your strength. 

How greatly has the Lord blest this man in his apostolic labours for 
China! We admire the great goodness of God therein, for what hope 
is there for that vast empire, unless it be laid upon the hearts of chosen 
servants of the Lord. Mr. Taylor bas gathered round him men and 
women of the right order. Some of them would certainly have been 
refused by the missionary societies, as below their standard of education; 
but Mr. Taylor has seen in them precious qualifications which abun
dantly compensate for the absence of classical attainments. These, 
with holy daring, born of childlike faith in God, have penetrated the 
interior of China, and are planting churches as the Lord enables them. 
We like our friend's plans and ideas, and, without making invidious 
corn parisons, we feel free to say that no other missionary enterprise is 
so completely to our mind as the China Inland :Mission. It is a great 
honour to the Tabernacle that the missionaries connected with Mr. 
Taylor almost always come to our prayer-meeting for a valedictory ser
vice, and it is one of the choicest pleasures of our life that their beloved 
President is to us as a dear and familiar friend. He is on his road to 
China, may the Lord preserve him and prosper his way, and may the 
Christian churches at home provide all the means for this apostolic 
service without the necessity of the honoured leader's coming back to 
England for some time to come, for his presence on the actual scene of 
labour must be invaluable. 

It has been a great means of grace to us in our exile not only to hear 
the venerable GEORGE MULLER, of Bristol, but to have three long in
terviews with him, besides uniting with him twice in the breaking of 
bread and in prayer. Mr. Muller has the look of personified order and 
simplicity: his appearance is equally removed from show and slovenli
ness. His face gleams with the quiet cheerfulness which comes of 
profound re~tfulness. He believes God with great reality, and practically 
takes him at his word, and hence his peace is as a river. His faith has 
wrought in him great strength of purpose, so far as man is concerned, 
and something more than submission to the will of the Lord, for he 
evidently delights himself therein, and, through divine grace, has been 
made to move in accordance with it. That which struck us most was 
his evident rejoicing in tribulations, for the only excitement which we 
noticed in him was at the mention of the trials of his early days, which 
gave such room for the display of the divine faithfulness. We do 
not mean that our friend desires trial, but we perceive that when it 
comes his heart is exceeding glad, and his glory rejoices, because the 
Lord is now about to reveal himself more fully, and to honour his di.-ine 
name yet again. 0 that we could all learn this lesson and put it into 
practice. 

Mr. Muller gives us more the idea of Enoch than any man we have 
ever met: he habitually walks with God. Hence his whole life is his 
religion, and his religion is his whole life. The delightful placidity of 
the pulpit is retained in the parlour, and the graciousness wl1ich is seen 
in the preacher is just as manifest in the friend. Some may, therefore, 
suppose that he has about him a sombre air; for from it. He is as bright 
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and happy as a dear, obedient child has a right to be when enjoying 
his Father's lo,e. He is no monk and could not be made into a iiloomy 
recluse; the domestic affections are strong within him, and so~ also is 
his love to the brethren, and his desire for the good of all mankind. 
Nothing cold, austere, or hard has any place with this "man greatly 
beloved.'' In our company he displayed to us a special affection, which 
we heartily reciprocate. We entertain for him a feeling of profound 
veneration ; but in his intercourse with us his humility scarcely allowed 
him to perceive the fact, and there was an entire absence of anything 
like a sense of superiority, even of such as greater age and experience 
might naturally claim. Our communion was very sweet to the younger 
of the two; may the Lord grant to him a renewal of it. We were 
deeply humbled at the sight of our friend's beauty of character ; not that 
he said a single word by way of self-praise, but the very reverse, for his 
total absence of self-consciousness was a leading feature in his conver
sation . .Again and again he said, '' the Lord can do without poor George 
Muller"; but e.en this was drawn out of him, for with him George 
Miiller is just nothing, and the Lord is all in all. We cannot picture 
this man of God, he is too bright for our pencil. A soft, subdued light 
shines upon his image as we try to recall it, a reflection of the moral 
glory of the Master whom he loves; but mild as is the radiance, it 
prevents our sketching the man to the lifo. 

With no flash of oratory, or brilliance of poetry, or breadth of thought, 
or originality of mind, George Muller is enabled to be one of the most 
useful of li,ing preachers by his simply testifying to facts by which he 
has for himself proved the love and truth of God. His preaching is the 
gospel and nothing else. Of flowers of speech he has none, and we 
hardly think be cares for them; but of the bread of heaven be bas 
abundance. With speculations he does not intermeddle, but the eternal 
verities be bandies with practical, homely, realizing faith. 
~ o doubts disturb the Director of the Ashley Down Orphanage; bow 

can there be when be sees the Lord daily feeding his 2,050 orphan chil
dren in answer to his prayers? Modern thought and the higher criti
cism never trouble this happy man. He soars aloft. While earth-bound 
souls are distracted and tormented by the discordant voices of error, be 
hears the ~oice of the great Father in heaven, and is deaf to all besides. 
In bis old age, still hale and i:;trong, he ministers the word with ceaseless 
diligence, journeying from place to place as the Lord opens the doors 
and prepares his way. Free from all anxiety, he enjoys life to the 
utmost, and if it were right to envy any man we should certainly envy 
George Muller; we are not, however, under any necessity of so doing, 
for the same grace worketh in all the saints, and we have but to yield 
ourselves thereto. 

The third choice brother with whom we took sweet counsel was 
Pastor JoHN BosT, who is the founder and conductor of the Asylums 
of La Force. Concerning bis institutions we hope to speak another 
time ; just now our rnbject is the man himself. It would be very 
foolish to compare one servant of the Lord with another in order to set 
one above the other, for the church is like the heavens in this, that one 
i;tar differeth from another star in glory. Each of these three brethren 
is of a distinct type : the same Spirit is in each of them, working out a 
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different form of the one glory which Jesus has given to all his people. 
We delight in them all, and do not intend by a single sentence of ours 
to suggest a comparative estimate of their worth. 

We do not know whether George Miiller has any humour, but John 
Bost has about as much of it as C. II. Spurgeon. o-Ir. Bost is a man of 
considerable dimensions, and addressing us he said, "Yon will see that 
there is a difference between me and Mr. Miiller. George Miiller is a 
great man and John Bost is a large man." This was true, but not all 
the truth, for John Bost is great as well as large. Orphans, idiots, im
beciles, and epileptic persons are the objects of our friend's loving care. 
It touched our heart to hear him speak of the deaf and dumb, and 
blind and lame, but more especially of the poor epileptics, who are his 
special favourites, because they suffer so greatly and involve so much 
weary watching and painful care. He has eight institutions: La 
Famille Evangelzque for orphan girls; Bethesda for incurables, blind, 
and idioL girls ; Ebenezer for epileptic girls ; Siloam and Bethel for epi
leptic boys ; Le Repos for invalid governesses, etc.; La Retraile for in
valid servanLs, and La .Misericorde for idiots and epileptics. There are 
three hundred and sixty-six inmates in these eight abodes, and for all 
their wants John Bost is responsible. But we only mention these to 
introduce our brother himself. Here is a man after our own heart, with 
a lot of human nature in him, a large-hearted, tempest-tossed morfal, 
who has done business on the great waters, and would long ago have 
been w1~cked had it not been for his simple reliance upon God. His is 
Ii soul like that of Martin Luther, full of emotion and of mental 
changes; borne aloft to heaven at one time and anon sinking in the 
deeps. Worn down with labour, he needs rest, but will not take it, 
perhaps cannot, for even at Mentone he was lecturing for his institu
tions, and melting us all by the story of his imbeciles and epileptics. 
We took the chair for him, and while we were offering prayer he was 
so moved that we feared he would not be able to restrain himself. We 
spent an evening with him, and found him full of zeal and devotion, 
and brimming over with godly experience, and at the same time abound
ing in mirth, racy remark, and mother wit. Comparing notes, we found 
Cresar and Pompey very much alike in joys and sorrows, high delights, 
and deep depressions. We could both admire and reverence the holy 
peace of our honoured friend Muller, and we did not excuse our common 
infirmities, but we thought the author of the Book of Psalms was a 
b~tter interpreter of our experience than our more equable and tranquil 
friend could ever be, and we concluded that it was a happy circumstance 
for us that our divine Lord was set before us as our exemplar, and not 
even the brightest and most heavenly-minded of his disciples. 

How can John Bost be otherwise than troubled in spirit when he 
he~rs the cries of epileptics, and sees the horrible contortions into 
which they are thrown in their frequent fits ? It cuts him to the hea~t 
to see the sufferings of the dear objects of his care, and many are his 
sleepless nights with such a charae around him. He is full of tender 
sympathies, and in consequence ''he has a great power over his poor 
patients, who love and revere him ; but this costs him great 
wear and tear of heart, and often brings him very low. In temperi\
ment he is emotionnl, auu loves intensely: we had all his heart very 
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soon, and we sl1R1l retain it while we live, for ours is knit to him in 
brotherly affection. He is an original, and his plans of working and 
collecting money arc not a feeble copy of another man's. Here mnny 
have erred, for they have been ambitious to be like some notable per
son, and have ended in being servile copyists, destitute of all the force 
and excellence of their hero, and without virtues of theit· own. Bost is 
not n i,econ~ Muller, as we had been told-he is John Bost, and nobody 
else, and differs as much from l\fr. Muller as a rose differs from a 
lily. Even in the exercise of his faith he is unlike our venerated father 
of Bristol, and not only prays for the money which he needs, but uses 
ingenious means to obtain it. We are sure that Mr. Muller's plan is 
best for hi"m, perhaps in itself the best intrinsically ; but Mr. Bost's 
methods are in the main most admirable in every way; are certainly the 
best which in his circumstances he could follow, and possibly in some 
aspects the best for the majority of workers. The two brethren love 
and esteem each other very highly, and Mr. Muller has been greatly 
pleased with a visit which he has lately paid to La Force, though th(l 
sighL of the epileptics was too painful for him, as it well might be. 

Which of these three mighties do we place first? The question may 
not be answered, for it is an improper one; and even if it were allowable 
we are not qualified to reply. Who are we that we should judge the 
King's sen-ants, and especially such as these, whose feet we should feel 
it an honour to wash ? We may, however, venture to say that if we 
had to apportion the precious stones to individuals, we would engrave 
the name of Hudson Taylor upon an emerald, pleasant and beautiful; 
tbat of George Muller upon a diamond of the first water, clear as crystal; 
and that of John Bost upon a ruby full of warmth and vividness. 
Kone can gather from this comparison which one we think of the highest 
value, since our researches among precious stones have enabled us to 
quote, if we had the space to spare, opinions of various jewellers in. 
which each of these is adjudged to bear the palm for beauty, and there 
are priceless specimens of each gem. Poor pieces of common clay are 
all these men by nature; their lustre and excellence are entirely due to 
their common Lord, who counts them all his own blood-bought jewels. 
We delight in them as his workmanship, and feel it to be right to ad
mire his grace in them. There has been too much of finding fault with 
God's servants while ihey live, and of idolizing them after death; we 
resolve to see the Father in the children, thb Master in the disci pies, 
the Holy Ghost in the temples of God, and to give them our loving 
word -while they live. It is a small matter to them what we think of 
them, but they will not be grieved at our glorifying God in them. We 
have it on our heart to say,-if such be the beauty of the separate 
gems, even here, where they are not without flaw, what must be the 
glory of our great High Priest who wears all the precio~s stones u_pon 
his resplendent breastµlate, each one faultless, and all set m harmomo_us 
order, so that the brilliance of every one is increased by that of its 
fellows? Let us glorify him who has wrought all our works in us, and 
is alone worthy of all praise. 
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ii!!O' J.agat a ialir I' astar: 
THOUGH be was the son of a heathen father who had eight wives and 

nearly forty other children, Tiyo 8-0ga received a Christian education, and 
was one of the firstfruits of mission work at the station of Cburnie, in Kafir
land, under th~ devoted John Brownlee and bis band of assistants, who com
mence~ operations_!°: 18 LB. A Kafir polyge.mist, especjally if he be a man in 
authonty, shows his importance by having a number of concubines; but one 
of the number, who aspires to the distinction of being the "great wife," is the 
1·ecognized queen of the he.rem. Tiyo was tbe son of one of these superior 
women, while hi3 father was a man of rank in the tribe, and during infancy 
divers abomine.tions or heathen charms were performed over the cradle of the 
future evangelist. His mother, and the women of whom she was a fair speci
men, were of course sufficiently degraded; at the same time they not only be
lieved iu their rights, but they were shrewd enough to insist on having them. 
Hence we are told that" if a Ke.fir rebukes his spouse, or administers a slight 

corporal punishment for some great offence, she instantly rolls up her mat, 
to.Ices her youngest child on her back, and turns her steps to her native kraal, 
to pour out her grievances into her father's ear. The father has a motive in 
patiently listening to the sorrows of his offended daughter. To punish his 
son-in-law for his temerity and impulsiveness he invariably demands a bullock 
or two to enrich himself ere bis daughter can retnrn to her married home. The 
result is that the men play the sycophant to their wives, and allow them very 
much of their own way." Tiyo's mother became a Christian, and one of the 
noblest kind. 

The Churnie mission station of the United Presbyterian Church, situated on 
a tributary of the river of that name, was founded by Mr. Brownlee. The 
kraal of Tiyo's parents was in the vicinity, and numbers of Christian natives 
converted under a former missionary, Mr. Williams, were attracted to the spot
-Of Mr. Brownlee, who su.crificed himself for the sake of the heathen, we 
nave this charming testimony: "He was not eloquent in speech, but his life 
,spoke volumes. He made no noise in the world. He had no egotism, no desire 
for fame, and never catered for the applause of men. He wrote no seusational 
to.Jes of hair-breadth escapes, gave no romautic pictures of the bright side of 
,mission work, and .filled no columns of missionary journals with thrilling inci
,dents. He did not proclaim his own deeds; but in his loneliness he performed 
deeds of noble self-sacrifice. He was a worker, and did his work manfully, 
although the great world was ignorant of his name." 

It is not our intention to give in detail the chequered history of Tiyo Soga',; 
youth. In connection with his unfortunate country's history he witnesseu 
many tragic and distressing scenes. There was the Ke.fir outbreak. ea.lied the War 
of the Hatchet in 1816. In lSti0 followed a still more dreadful, devastating 
war, which, like a besom of destruction, reduced to ruin what had once been a 
;promising mission station. The young Ke.fir visited England and Scotland in 
:early youth, and at a later date he returned to Glasgow as a theologic~ student. 
T~e ~xpenses of his educa.tion were defrayed by u. few Christian fne_nds, ~nd 
'T1yo s Christian earne~tness and general progress yielded a.bunda?t satisfaction. 
-Some interesting things are related of his early visits to the British Isles. On 
,the occasion of his visit to St. Paul's Cathedral he gazed up in~o the ?ome for 
some time as if lost in wonder, and when at lencrth he broke silence It was to 
.ask, "Did man make this?" He looked with admiration on the various evi
dences of our advanced civilization, e.lthough his nerves might occasionally 
fail. " Into what country are we being taken now?" he loudly demanded 
•when the train in which he was travelling rushed into the darkness of e. tunnel. 

* Tiyo Soga.: a Pago of South African Mission Work. By John A. Cha.lmer;_ 
!London: Hodder a.nd Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-row. 1878. 
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His generosity was very characteristic. When he returned to Africa in 1840 a 
friend who accompanied him remarked, " Tiyo had an outfit of comfortable 
clothing quite equal to my own, but ere he had been here e yenr his friends 
received it all. The very last time that he rode out with me, to make him nt 
leRst respectRl1le I had to furnish him out of my own wardrobe. I have seen 
one of his brothers ploughing with Tiyo's brand new black coat nil his own article 
of clothing. It was the same with his money." 

In the year 1857 Tiyo returned to his native l!tnd to fincl the country de
pressed with an extraordinary affliction. The granaries wt>re empty, the ·fields 
were desolate, the cattle were dead, the people were dying by hundreds on 11.U 
sides. The trouble all arose from tl1e vehement, half-insane prophecies of one 
of the native seers, to whose delusions the people listened with the most fatal 
results. These impostors-a man named l\lhla-Kaza aud his daughter Nong
quare-professed to have walked amid the shades of the heathen he.des, and to 
have conversed with the spirits of men and heroes who lived in old times. The 
commands these fe.natics professed to bear from the spirit-land involved awful 
sacrifice, but not a greater sacrifice than Ke.firs were willing to make in order 
to rid themselves of English conquerors, and to inaugurate the golden era. of 
plenty and of promise which was so confidently predicted. All cattle, dogs and 
horses excepted, were to be slaughtered, grain was to be destroyed, the land 
was to be left untilled. In due time there would be a general resurrection of 
Ke.firs who bad lived in former ages, their cattle would also return from be
neath the ground, and there would be a general abundance of implements, 
clothiug, food, and luxuries. The tribes did e.s they were commanded, and 
looked eagerly for the day of deliverance. "At one time when the common 
people became impatient,'' we are told, "the false prophet said it was near at 
hand ; wonderful sights had been witnessed at his kraal, and hundreds declared 
that they bad heard their dead chiefs and heroes and forefathers rushing through 
the air like the wild chase of old, and others maintained that they had seen them 
marshalled in battle array." The wonderful prophet would thus address his 
awe-stricken followers: "Before the event takes place you will see the sun 
rise in the west, in mid-heaven he will unite with the moon, then the heavens 
-will be enveloped in deuse darkness, the heavens will rain powder, and all 
those who have not obeyed my orders will have their houses consumed with 
fire." T.he miserable result was that 150,000 head of cattle were slain, and 
a terrible famine ensued, in which 20,000 persons perished. Such were the 
calamities which faith in a false prophet had brought upon British Kaffraria 
-when Tiyo Soga returned to Africa to le.hour e.s a missionary of the United 
Presbyterian Church. 

Such a visitation was not altogether to be regretted if it had the effect of 
teaching the people the follies of heathenism. The fa.mine in this respect was 
not without some good effects on those who survived the ordeal of suffering. 
Tiyo and his fellow-labourer, Mr. Johnston, now became the founders of the 
Mgwali station of the mission ; and such were their tact and industry that, 
after being directed by a carpenter, they erected the mission-buildings them
selves. Here the two young evangelists laboured, and not without the fruits 
of their ministry appearing, until the autumn of 1859, when Mr. Johnston 
accepted a call to a church in Gre.be.mstown, leaving Tiyo single-handed in the 
wilclerness. 

Tiyo's zeal in the work of the Lord suffered no abatement in consequence or 
his separation from Mr. Johnston. The success of his labours soon rendered 
the original chapel too strait for the congregation, and subscriptions for a larger 
structure were collected. He wrote in 1861 : "The most absorbing work at 
present is our Mgwali church now in course of erection. I superintend even 
the quarrying of the stones, and the me.king of the bricks. I e.m the.nkf~l to 
say that hitherto everything has gone on satisfactorily, although I e.m so anxious 
to see tLe erection completed, on which I have long set my heart, that I some
times think the workmen slow. The church will accommodate about 600 
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people, and will be so conetructecl that a gallery may be Bdded when the popu
lation increases." The population around WBS over 4,()00, and the cost of the 
building was about £800. The pastor's gratitude when the work was accom
plished was very great, and his joy was intensified by continued blesainl!', 
He wrote," Walk about Zion, o.nd go round about her; tell the towers thereof· 
mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to th~ 
generation following. Here it is, as a witness against the works of di!.rkness 
which it is the glorious prerogative of the gospel to destroy .... It has bee~ 
the spiritual birthplace of fourteen souls received into the fellowship of the 
church since its opening." 

Tiyo Soga was, in all respects, an estimable man. In the words of Dr. 
Duff, who visited the United Presbyterian Mission stations, Tiyo was "thP, 
first native Kafir who bas ever been ordained to the ministry of the gospel." 
He translated" The Pilgrim's Progress" into the language of Kafirland; and, 
though he did not live to see the work completed, he was one of the board who 
revised the Kafir Bible. He was enthusiastic in his Master's work. " While 
the gospel must be introduced into 11. heathen land by foreign agents," says Dr. 
Duff, "it is by native agents that it must be propagated, so o.s to reach and 
pervade the masses of the people.'' Those who becoil!e familiar with the life 
of Tiyo will understand the force of the words of the great Scotch missionary. 
His biography is in many respects a remarkable one; persons interested in 
missions to the heathen will relish every page, and the publication will result 
in l11sting benefit to Africa and her down-trodden races. Tiyo died in 187 J, at 
a comparatively early age; but we measure life by what a man has done, and 
not by the number of years he bas worked. 

it.otkts .of ~.o.oks. 
The Preciou.• Stones of the Bible : 

descriptive and symbolical. Being a 
Treatise on the Breastplate of the 
High Priest, and the F9undations of 
the New Jeruso.lem; with a brief 
History of each Tribe and each 
Apostle. By a Physician. Nisbet 
and Co. 

Ta1s is a most suggestive little volume. 
The author set himself a very severe 
task, namely, to work out the double 
analogy of the gems with the tribes and 
the apostles. We do not think that all 
his interpretations will hold water, but 
they are all deeply interesting and in
structive. The subject would permit 
o! ~ fa,~ larger volume : the good" phy
s1c1an has evidently condensed his 
matter and pruned his language, end the 
result is all the more handy for use. To 
prepare himself for such a book the 
a~thor's rending must have been very 
wide, and his meditations upon the 
subject must have been very persevering. 
'Ye _shall preserve our copy nmong our 
b1~hcal helps, end we shall feel grateful 
to its writer every time we refer to it. 

Remarkable Cases of Conversion, unrl 
other Experiences; showing the ,alue 
of faith in the Faithful Promiser. By 
JOHN R1cHABnsoN PHILLIPS. Nisbet 
and Co. 

WE cannot have too many of such 
books, or distribute them too freely. 
The facts here collected gain the atten
tion, and convince the judgment. "\Ve 
feel sure the Holy Spirit will use them in 
the conversion of many. Though mainly 
a compilation, the book has a. great 
measure of novelty about it, and it is so 
well put together that no. one would 
dare to call it a mere string of anec
dotes. The engravings will be a source 
of attraction to young people and to 
plain folks, and therefore we see much 
wisdom in their insertion. Breathing a 
prayer over the pages, we sent our_ 
review copy to a yacht for the use ot 
the sailors, nnd expect to hear one of 
these days that good has corne of its 
perusal. Its contents are likely to im
press, convert, and instruct even the 
careless, if the Lord do but grant his 
blessing. 
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ObseMMJions on the Coni,ersion and 
Apo,,tleship of St. Paul. By Lord 
GroRGE LYTTLETON. With Intro• 
ductory E!say by HENRY ROGERS. 
Religious Tract Society. 

Tms famous work was lauded by old 
Dr. Johnson as "a treatise to which in
fidelity hns never been able to fabricate 
a specious answer." Lord Lyttleton had 
been himself an infidel, and read the 
life of St. Paul as a test for the inspira
tion of the Bible and the truth of 
Christianity. As his studies were honest 
they led to.his conversion, and while ex
plaining the process by which he was 
led into the truth these observations 
were written down and gfren to the 
world. The Religious Tract Society 
does well to reproduce the treatise. 

Tent and Temple Song.~; or, Morning, 
Evening, and Midnight Meditations 
in Y erse. Bv the late EnENEZER 
PLEDGE. With a Memoir by his 
Brother, the Rev. DANIEL PLEDGE. 
Hodder and Stoughton. 

MR. PLEDGE was a Baptist pastor held 
in high esteem by those who enjoyed his 
ministrations. His life was useful, and 
he won very ardent friends by the kind
ness of his spirit. Those whom he 
gathered into fellowship he retained by 
his courtesy and gentleness. Others 
may prefer to scatter, but Mr. Pledge 
laboured to unite. It would seem that 
throughout life he was a versifier, and 
it is evident from the present collection 
of his compositions that he had a great 
command of rhyme, and was not devoid 
of poetical feeling. To his immediate 
friends this volume will be a pleasing 
memorial of an excellent man. 

The Evangelistic Bapti.sm Indispensable 
to the Ckurch for the Conr,ersion of 
the World. By the Rev. JAMES 
GALL. Gall and Inglis. 

WITH the author's great aim in wishing 
to arouse the whole church to its high 
calling we fully agree, and we are 
radical enough to be struck with his 
more outre notions ; but we cannot en
dorse certain of bis utterances, which 
seem to us very likely to overthrow the 
modicum of good we have in a zealous 
desire to reach. after more. There is 
nothing new in the idea of training a 
whole church for evangelistic service, 

every church ought to be eo trained 
a~d we have aimed at it from the begin~ 
nmg ; but we do not see the use of set
ting up fresh machinery or even erectin"' 
new buildings. The pastor should b; 
the leading officer in all nggressive move
~e!1t!i, the elders the captains of theit
fifttes, the members tbe warriors and 
the usual place of worship the camp and 
citadel. May we all enter into the Holy 
Spirit, who has been poured out, and ~o 
enjoy a baptism into his divine eneray • 
and then plans and modes and discuss km~ 
upon them will be foraotttln in the 
reality of service. 

0 

The Kindness to Animal Serie.v. Packet 
No 1: containing Six Cards. Price 
ls. Book Society, 28, Paternoster 
Row. 

THESE coloured picture cards are in
tended to teach the little ones to be kind 
to animals. Criticism as to the artistic 
value of the six pictures we need not 
give, but the little ones will no doubt 
be pleased with them. Anything which 
tends to foster gentleness and tender
ness towards the brute creation has our 
hearty sympathy. 
A Brief Histo,·.1/ of the Baptist Churcli, 

Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire. With 
Addresses given at the Centenary 
Services. Yates and Alexander. 

WE have to apologize to our friends at 
Hebden Bridge for having overlooked 
this neat and interesting memorial. We 
put it on one side to make sure of its 
being attended to, and we generally re
mark that matters thus favourably 
treated are the most likely to be for
gotten. The name of John Fawcett is 
quite sufficient to make a history for the 
church over which he presided; and 
when we add that Ward, of Serampore, 
and John Foster, the essayist, he.d each 
one a connection with the place there 
is sufficient of suggestive interest to 
make much more of a volume than the 
little one before us. Baptists should 
purchase and preserve histories like 
this : we ought, in fact, to have a 
literary officer of the Hnptist Union, 
whose business it should be to collect 
and preserve all church memorials. Our 
young people have hut few denomina• 
tional advantages, and may come to 
think that what we take so little trouble 
to preserve is really worth nothing. 
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Churc11 Principles and Church Compre
l1ensiveness. Two Papers-one read 
at the Derby Church Association Con
ference, and the other at the Sheffield 
Congress. With Introduction. By 
Rev. J, C. RYu. London: W. Hunt 
and Co. 

THERE is no party within the Church 
of England with whom we are more 
nenrly agreed than the Evangelical, and 
yet they excite far more our wonder and 
pity than our sympathy. We wonder 
they are not ashamed of being con
nected with men who openly defy the 
luw and preach the worst form of 
Popery. We pity them, becnuae while 
they remain in the Establishment their 
protests against its errors have but 
little power. The writer of the present 
papers is an evangelical champion, for 
whom we entertain a profound regard. 
The first of his papers is a strong pro
test against the superstitious practices 
of the Anglicans; but yet in the second 
paper he pleads hard for a compre
hension which shall include believers in 
doctrines which are diametrically op
posed to each other. Such is the sad 
influence of a false position. One 
of the bravest and best of men is 
found temporizing in a way which 
grieves thousands even in bis own de
nomination. Congresses in which Christ 
and antichrist a~e brought together 
~annot but exercise a very unhealthy 
influence even upon the most decided 
followers of the truth. We wish Mr. 
Ryle could review his own position in 
the light of the Scriptures rather than in 
the darkness of ecclesiasticism ; then 
would he come out from amon" them 
and no more touch the unclean thing. ' 
Graham's Temperance Guide, Hand-

book, and Almanack for 1879. 
Graham, Maidstone. '.Tweedie, 337, 
Strand. 

No temperance society ouoht to be 
with~ut this handy little· man~al, and all 
abstainers should make themselves 
masters of its contents. Here are about 
11 hundred pages of information on the 
te~perance question from the chrono
log1~11), political, judicial, practical, 
stut1~t1cal, military, religious, social, 
medical, and other standpoints. What 
more can anyone want for sixpence or a 
shilling p 

Bibl11 Teachings for the Young for eTJery 
day of the year. By T. S. HBl'l'
DJ!DSOll', Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 

THIS is a book of daily meditations for 
young people. We once had it in our 
mind to attempt something of the kind 
ourselves. We feel glad that the idea 
has occurred to someone else, and tbathe 
has carried it out, and bas done so, upon 
the whole, so well. The daily portions 
are lively, full of illustration, and likely 
to impress the youthful reader. The 
gospel is taught, but not quite so clearly 
as we should like ; for instance, we can
not accept as a perfect definition of 
saving faith the following sentence:
" To believe is to think a thing to be 
true." The essential idea of faith is 
missed, and the youthful mind is apt to 
be misled. Perhaps such a blunder as 
this may not occur again all through 
the book; but once is too much. On 
the whole, this is a most laudable en
deavour to provide daily food for the 
lambs of the flock. 

Words of Faithfulness: being Notes of 
Sermons Preached b,11 the ReTJ. S. H. 
Lang.,ton, M.A. "With Preface by 
Canon HoARE, London: Nisbet. 

A VOLUME of sermons to which we give 
the heartiest welcome. It would have 
been a mistake not to have reproduced 
in a permanent form these " ',Vords of 
Faithfulness.'' They are short, sweet, 
suggestive, strong, and saturated with 

• holy zeal. The simplest believer might 
find comfort, strength, and inspiration in 
them, while the student will have more 
suggested by them th:lll by many libra
ries of the homiletic11l trash which is so 
abundant in these days. 

Steps to Christian Manhood: being Daily 
Wordsfo,,r Young Men. By Rosil.LND 

MABBYAT. London : Hatchards. 
WE suppose that there may be young 
men to whom these short exhortations, 
prayers, and hymns would be helpful in 
their divine life, but they are too goody
goody for our taste. A little more 
robustness would have made the piety 
none the less deep and intense, and 
would have better commended it to the 
manly instincts of our youth. Still, the 
work is so good that we shall be only 
too glad to find that, even with these 
shortcomings, it has a good sale. 
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London Preachers (First Series.) 
cles DescriptiYe and Critical. 
,Y1tLIAM:s. Elliot Stock. 

Arti
By T. 

PoRTRAlTl! of livini? London ministers 
honestly drawn. There is no very re
markable skill about the sketches, but 
there is good temper, close observation, 
nnd common sense, and consequently 
our nuthor neither gives us universal 
enloc-inrn nor indiscriminate censure. 
The 'little book may well beguile a leisure 
half-hour. 

Christian Life and Christian Progress. 
Pa1't II. The Three Caskets, etc. 
By E. J. WnATELY. Hatchards, 
Piccadilly. 

"-HA.TEYER Miss Whately WTites is 
worth reading : her tone is so moderate, 
and she looks so well round a ques
tion upon all sides, that she writes with 
prudence and power. In the present 
case, although we do not altoaetber 
agree with all her remarks, she ~akes 
some most weighty and important ob
sen-ations upon Christian life and church 
work, and manifests a knowledge of the 
,arious questions which come before 
her which would do credit to the ablest 
divine. We do not know whether our 
readers happen to live in quite as fool
ish a latitude as we do; if so, they must 
be quite sick of the parrot cry, " Come 
out of system," all the various organized 
churches being intended by the word 
'' system,'' and one or two little schism
shops and homes of bitter idiosyncrasy 
being the refuge to which poor souls 
are to fly from the horror of "svstem." 
If this ridiculous cry is often sounded 
in our readers' ears, they will agree with 
the remarks of Miss Whately in the 
following sentences:-" Those whose 
watch-cry is, 'Get out of system,' vir
tually add, though not in so many 
words, 'Come into ouB system.' It is 
the same with human laws. No com
munity, however primitive, can exist 
without some kind of legislation; but 
where there is no written code, tra
ditional customs and legislations have 
the force of laws. And in such cases, 
the want of clearly and accurately 
defined rules generally leads to an ad
ministration as arbitrary and violent as 
it is irre_gular, in short, to something 
more or less resembling 'Lynch law.' 

And something very like this 11ppe11rs 
to take place in those Christian assem
blies whose members deprecate rules 
bye-laws, articles, and confessions of 
faith. Their place must be supplied in 
some way, or the whole would foll 
th1·ough ; it is generally supplied by o. 
very severe, though uno.cknowledged, 
inquisitorial system of personal watch
ing one of the other ; and often o. severer 
discipline is thus exercised thun in any 
regular organized community. As a 
general rule, no persons are more in
clined to shut themselves up in a close 
and narrow system than the professed 
opponents of all system." 

Trips in the Tropics; or, a Missionary's 
Wanderings in Western Africa. By 
SAMUEL GRIFFITHS. London: J. 
Dickenson, 6, Sutton-Rtreet, Com
mercial-road. E. 

THESE trips were made in connection 
with the Primitive Methodist mission 
in Fernando Po. The Baptists for 
many years bad a station upon that 
island until they were expelled by the 
Spanish. The Primitive brethren ap
pear to have entered into their labours, 
and to have done exceedingly well. Mr. 
Griffiths has tried to make an interest
ing book for children. It is not the 
most brilliant writing that we have ever 
seen, but he has imparted a fair share 
of interest to his voyages and excur
sions. The little book should be found 
in every Sunday-school library. 

One New Year's Night, and other 
Stories. By EDWARD GARRETT. 
Edinburgh : Oliphant and Co. 

TnE first of these Christmas stories is 
a very good one. It describes the 
gracious influence exerted by the un
obtrusive but genuine piety ofa Scotch 
family upon a wild, fashionable young 
lady who was for a time a member of 
their household. There are also four 
short tales. One of them is meant t.o 
show the blessedness of ministering to 
those in distress, but the others se~m 
to have no point or moral. If Christ• 
mas or any other stories cannot be 
made interesting without the introd~c
tion of ghosts, murderers, and love-sick 
maidens, it would be better for them to 
be left unwritten. 
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,Scripture Riddles in Verse. By RICH

ARD PHILLIP~. E. W. Allen, 1 I, 
Ave Maria Lane. 

·Oun author has endeavoured to make 
bis pieces both poems and puzzles. 
Poems they certainly are not, puzzles 
most of them are; but of what earthly 
use such puzzles and poems can be we 
fail to guess. We see nothing whatever 
in these Scripture Riddles to recommend 
their purchase. 

The Young Deserter. Edinburgh : 
William Oliphant and Co. 

THE story of a boy who twice ran away; 
first, enticed by his soldier uncle, es
caping from the restraints of home, and 
afterwards deserting from the army to 
return to the home he had before des
pised. Boys who think that a soldier's 
life is all honour and glory will do well 
to read this book, for it will effectually 
dispel their illusions. The scene of the 
story is laid in Stralsund, the little 
Hanse town which so successfully de
fended its liberties and the Protestant 
faith against the "it-resistible" Wallen
stein, Duke of Friedland. The narrative 
is written in a style likely to interest 
youthful readers. 

Bible Readings on the Progressive De
velopment of Truth and Experience 
in the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Elliot Stock. 

WHEN our Plymouth-brother friends 
construct theories as to the dispensa
tional meaning of the various books of 
the Old and New Testament, we demur 
to their dogmatical laying down of the 
law for us, and give place to them by 
subjection, no, not for an hour. There 
has been a great deal too much dis
pensational dreaming and twadrlling. 
r1easing hypotheses have been exalted 
rnto the position of actual scriptural 
truths, and those who have too much 
intelligence to submit to the nonsense 
h~ve been regarded as wanting in spiritu
ality. Against these terrors we are now 
fully armed. 

In this anonymous work we have the 
author's views us to the meanin(J's of the 

•Old Testament books, but he gives 
them only as his views. In that light 
they are worthy of respect, and the 

,perusal of them must be instructive. 
We do not endorse the hypotheses of 

this writer, neither do we think that our 
young people will be much benefited if 
they participate very much in such 
clever guess-work; but at the same time 
this book may suggest trains of thought, 
and open up lines of scriptural research 
which will be new to many readers, and 
therefore we give it our word of com
mendation. 

Temperance Stories for the Young. By 
T. S. ARTHUB. S. W. Partridge 
and Co. 

SHOBT stories, charmingly told, ~bowing 
how children may be the means of re
claiming drunkards, or rescuing those 
who are on the high road to drunken
ness. The narratives are full of pathos, 
and cannot fail to be useful, not only to 
the young, but also to those of riper 
years. We are afraid the stories are too 
good to be true : they are so beautiful 
that we wish they were records of facts, 
and not merely the fancies of the author's 
brain. Will not some of our young 
readers try to make them true in their 
own case? Parents who present their 
children with a copy of this book will 
do them a good service. It is capitally 
illustrated with well-executed woodcuts, 
and deserves as large a circulatiun in 
this country as it has already had in 
America. 

New Lights upon Old Lines ; or, Vexed 
Questions in Theological Controversy 
al the Present Day CriliGally and 
Exegetically Discussed. By THOMAS 
MoNK l\IAsoN, B.A. Second Series. 
London: Nisbet and Co. 

WE suppose that our author must ham 
something to say, or be never would 
have given us this second volume of 280 
pages; but after having read and tried 
to understand his learned disquisitions 
we cannot for the life of us tell where 
the new lights spoken of in the title are 
to be found. Most, if not all, of his com
prehensible remarks we think we have 
heard before, and the style of presenta
tion is certainly not new. It must be 
some defect of our mental powers that 
prevents our seeing either the novelty or 
the utility of these expositions; but we 
wish Ie11rned doctors of this type would 
kindly condescend to lan(J'uage and 
thought which could be understood by 
ordinary people. 
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Wiry Does not the Clrurch of Clrrist rost 
out the Demons of Modern Societg f 
The Secret of Failure Considered. 
By S. BoBTON BBowN, B.A. London : 
S. W. Partridge and Co. 

ToouGR not a very bulky pamphlet this 
is yet a very weighty one ; and, could it 
secure the earnest and thoughtful atten
tion of our church members, it would 
be exceedingly useful in deepening 
their faith and inspiring their labours. 
In places where the spiritual life of pro
fessors is at a low ebb, no better service 
could be rendered than to furnish them 
with copies of this discriminatin~ and 
heart-searching address. It is a timely 
and powerful word. 

Hymn.f of the Nati-oity and other Pieces. 
By HoRATIUS BoNAB, D.D. Nisbet 
and Co. 

THEBE are a few pieces upon the nati-oity 
in the opening pages of this volume 
of poems, but the major part of the 
book has nothing whatever to do with 
that event. Wby, then, such a title? 
It is a common thing with volumes of 
sermons and poems to name them from 
one specimen or from a small portion of 
their contents. We protest against the 
practice, and shall continue to do so, 
for it is misleading and absurd. Our 
remarks are not meant to have any 
special application to this case ; it is 
one of many, and therefore we deal with 
the general principle rather than the 
special instance, regretting that such a 
man as Dr. Bonar should yield to the 
practice. 

Apart from the title we have nothing 
to say but that which is commendatory. 
Dr. Bonar is a true poet of the sanctuary: 
a poet ofno mean order, but chiefly to be 
prized because his muse is consecrated 
to the noblest themes. The holy glow 
of his verses, and the bright gleamings 
of the coming morning which they re
flect, make his poems rich with warmth 
of hope and light of comfort, so that 
they will always be dear to those who are 
afflicted, and cheering to those who find 
life's conflict terribly severe. All his 
poems arc worthy to be preserved, and 
this little nosegay of scattered flowers is 
not among the least of his things of 
beauty. ls not the following song full 
of strength for the children of God ? 

"We know no shipw1-eck for the church 0£ 
God· 

Though a&ils be torn, a.nd overy timber 
creak, 

Buoyant through storm she holds hor 
bavenward road, 

Nor dreads the billows that a.cross ho1-
break. 

" Hor pennon droops not, though the thunder
cloud 

Wraps her tall mast a.nd dims the cheer
ful sides. 

'Forward!' the well-known trumpet calls 
aloud; 

'Forward! ' each voice within her quick 
replies. 

" She needs no anchor, for she must not stay 
Upon her course; and to the longed-for 

htnd 
She hastens on o'er foa.m and swell and, 

spray, 
For through the mist she sees the wel

come strand. 
11 A thousand barques may perish at her side, 

She cannot sink nor miss her destiny; 
Her helmsman is the Ruler of the tide, 

The Lord supreme of air and earth and: 
sea. 

11 Let us be calm, then, a.mid strife and jars; 
All things above are saying, 'Peace, be 

still!' 
Th· unrest of earth moves not the tranquil 

stars, 
Nor shakes the rest of the eternal will. 

11 Be patient! The old sun is yet awake, 
And ready for a fresh day's march on 

high; 
Another hour, and you shall see him shake

The shadows from the clouds of yon dull 
sky. 

"His giant strength the night ha.th not im
paired, 

His light remains undimmed, his warmth 
unchilled; 

Earth's smoke and storm have not his 
beauty marred, . 

Nor does he tarry till the storm be stilled. • 
11 Fear not! he needs no hand to hold him up, 

No guide to go before him on his way, 
No torch to kindle him afresh, no prop 

To lean on lest he fall and blindly stray. 
11 Though in the gloom the spirits of the 

night . ,. 
Come forth to mock us,-' Where 1s Ile, 

they say, 
'The Promiser of peace, the Prince of 

light?'-
We doubt not, feo.r not, dawn is on its. 

way. 
"Man cannot hinder it one hour, with nil 

His wisdom, or his folly, or his pride; 
Calmly we wait the issue, calmly call 

Ou Him who stills the tempest, smooths
the tide." 
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A Pledge that Redeemed It.rnlf. By 
SARSON, Wesleyan Conference Office. 

TBE frontispiece represents the sprink
ling of a baby, concerning which we 
unite with Bellaby in enquiring, "An' 
wh11t difference will it all mek', an 
wbat better will t' b11irn be fur 't? " 
This one dead bluebottle in the oint
ment shall not prevent our giving the 
story our hearty word. 

A pawnbroker hns been in the habit 
of receiving a basket of china in pledge 
week by week, till at Inst he ceases to 
look into it, but takes it in, in good faith, 
as the regular crockery. One Saturday 
the basket, upon which he lends ten 
shillings, is found to contain a baby. 
What the old bachelor did with it, and 
what in the long run that baby did with 
him, is here told most graphically, and 
into the_ whole story the great facts of 
the gospel are skilfully interwoven. The 
tale is a little· tar-fetched, and we are 
not enamoured with the dialect; but 
the book is good, and is sure to be 
popular. 
The Old Man of the Hills. Religiollll 

Tract Society. 
A STRANGE, weird story. Once begin to 
read it, and you must go, like the boys 
on a slide, right on to the end. We 
suppose that such things might happen, 
for this is an odd world. 

The Victor's Sevenfold Reward. By 
WILLIAM LANDELS, D.D. James 
Nisbet and Co., 21, Berners Street. 

Tms is a series of discourses upon the 
seven promises to " him that over
cometh" contained in the seven Epistles 
to the Churches in the Book of Revela
tion. The exhortation and stimulus to 
strive for the victor's crown, which were 
evidently the author's chief design, are 
always needed, and never more so than 
now. It will be sufficient to most of our 
renders to know th11.t this book is from 
the _pen of Dr. Landels, and that it 
exh1 bits all his usual characteristics of 
~bought and composition. To no man 
1s the Baptist denomination more in
debted than to Dr. Landels, and it is no 
sm~ll pleasure to feel thnt the position 
which gratitude awards him he !ldorns. 
~hat he hos won by earnest self-deny
ing effort he is abundantly wo1·thy to 
Wear, and long may he wear it. 

A Dictionary of Poetical lllu.,fration11-
By the Rev. R. A. BERTR.t.M. Richard 
D. Dickinson. 

ONE of the most useful books a minister 
can possess. We have hardly time to 
examine it 38 we could wish, but it ap
pears to be fairly well done. Even if a. 
man does not quote poetry in his ser
mons, it is always helpful for him to 
know what the great bards have said 
upon his subject. There are certainly 
better collections than this, but it is a 
notable addition to those which have 
gone before. 
The Bride Elect. By Mrs. JoHNsox. 

"Hand and Heart" Publishing Office, 
I, Paternoster-buildings. 

A SAGE all daintily arrayed in white and 
gold. We did not expect to find a solid 
practical family instructor adorned with 
such glory and beauty. So much good 
sense and valuable information are con
densed in this elegant volume that we 
fear that not one in ten of brides elect 
will have wit enough to read it and fol
low its directions. - However that may 
be, it is a very suitable book for a wed
ding present. Bindin/1: and contents 
unitedly make up exactly the book for 
the occasion. 
An .Apocalyptic Study. By S. BoBTON 

BaowN, B.A. Nisbet & Co., London. 
THE amount of prophetic nonsense which 
bas been called forth by self-sufficient 
endeavours to expound the Book of 
Revelation bas made us fearful of every 
new attempt to solve that mysterious 
book. In reading this little voluwe we 
have, however, been struck by the sin
gular clear-headedness of the author, 
and the simplicity, beauty, and scrip
turalness of his treatment of the sixth 
ch:i.pter. His theory of interpretation 
is open to question, but it is worth 
consideration. It is this : " The true 
interpretation is to make the principle 
primarily refer to the individual soul. 
Man is a microcosm, and on the field of 
his personality these events take pl~ce. 
Christ conquers the world by conquermg 
it in its units of personality. Then, 
secondly, what takes p~ace in the !~di
vidual co~ ta~e place,,m, co!11m17m~1es, 
in states, m kmgdoms. fh1s prmc1ple 
is of wider application than to this single 
chapter, and the author has ably and 
conscient.iously applied it thus far. 
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Select Poetry/or Cliildre11. By JosEPR 
PATNE. Crosby, Lockwood, and Co., 
Ludgate Hill. 

Tms is the twentieth edition of a very 
foir selection of poems for juveniles and 
others. Recent revisions and additions 
heve impro'l'ed the collection, which 
nnw includes pieces by Coleridge, 
Cowper. Longfellow, Southey, Words
worth. Sir Walter Scott, Mrs. Hemens, 
the present Poet Laureate, and other 
less celebrated rhymesters. 

Di.~courses. By JoHN GUTHRIE, M.A., 
D.D., Glasgow. Hodder & Stoughton. 

THESE sermons were printed by desire 
of tho~e who heard them, and who 
wished for a memorial of their pastor 
while he was absent from them in search 
of health. The "Discourses" are di
vided into three parts, (1) six preached 
on special occasions, (2) five on diffi
enlt tex~, and (3) seven miscellaneous. 
We are not at all surprised that the 
hcnrers of these sermons should have 
desired to possess them in this perma
nent form, for there is much in them to 
admire, especially those that are not 
controversial, and even these will find 
many approving readers, althoug:h no 
one will expect us to endorse such sen
timents as the following:-" The Evan
gelical rnion, now inaugurated ... 
presents the only consistent basis for the 
universal call; and to this, unless the 
gospel is to be immolated on the stony 
altar of the Geneuan creed, all must 
come." ... "That ... there is end
less existence predestined for any with
out one glimpse of hope, with only the 
settled and stony pnleness of absolute 
despair, is a dogma which I for one will 
never consent to be dragooned into." 

A man who knows how to separate the 
wheat from the chaff will find some good 
corn here, but the unstable nnd un. 
learned will be wise if they leave the 
book alone. 

Temperance Hymn., 011d Songs, for the 
u..,e of Methodut Bands of Hope and 
Temperance Societies. With '.runes. 
66, Paternoster Row. 

THERE is nothing in this book to limit 
its use to Methodist Bands of Hope 
and Temperance Societies, except, per
haps, the suggested short service for the 
opening and closing of the meetings of 
these useful organizations. It is pointed 
out that the use of this service is en
tirely optional. In our humble opinion 
the us~ of it is decidedly objectionable, 
for various reasons. Just fancy a num
ber of rosy-cheeked, healthy, happy, 
temperance folk, old or young, joining 
in a'' general confession/ which includes 
the statement, " There is no health in 
us ''! This surely is a libel on teetotal
ism. Apart from this little piece of 
liturgy the book has out· heartiest com
mendation. If these hymns and songs 
are well and widely sung, it will be 
proved that Bacchus has by no means 
all the best of the tunes. 
Once upon a time; or, the Boy's Book 

of .Adventures. Religious Tract So
ciety. 

ADVENTURES indeed, and plenty of them 
-lost on the Alps, captures by bri
gands, attacks of robbers, and perils of 
Indians, in a French prison, on a rock: 
-we have, in fact, such a choice of ad
ventures that every youth's heart should 
be more than sati~fied. We scarcely 

_ know of a book more likely to be read 
by boys. 

!totts. 
Tm: suggestion of several correspondents healthy state of earnest activity, and in all 
that the Notes should become a complete departments the strain of his Jong absence 
-diuy of our proceedings we do not feel has been well sustained, a cheering proof 
able to comply with. We fear that there that the work at the Tabernacle is of the 
would not be enough of interest in such a Lord, and is not dependent upon the life 
record. At the same time, we shall in of any one individual. Some few matters 
future note more points of personal in- of income are in arrear, especially the fund 
terest, as they are evidently looked for by of the Col portage : this is not the result of 
our friends. the Pastor's absence, nor of any failure of 

THE PASTOR was heartily welcomed at the 
Tabernacle on April 13. The loving con
gratulations of his affectionate people 
render his return one of the happiest events 
of his life. He finds the church in a 

generosity on the part of friends at home, 
but of the general depression of trade 
throughout the country, which has di
minished the sales of the colporteurs and 
also made it difficult for tho local com
mittees to keep up their guarantees. 
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By the divine blessing everything will be 
in good sailing order before long. Thanks 
e.re rendered to many friends who urged e. 
longer rest, but it could not be te.ken, for 
there was a ree.l necessity for the Pe.Ator's 
return, e.nd he could not have been ee.ey 
to be longer out of the we.y. At the ee.me 
time, the Pastor is not able to take any 
work beyond the.t which is due e.t home, 
and it will be in ve.in to press him to do so. 

On Wednesday evening, .April 9, Mr. 
W. Jackson Wray, who had rendered ne 
good service by preaching for us on two 
-of the Sabbaths while we were away, again 
aeeieted us by delivering his popular lec
ture on "The Wisdom of .lEsop," in the 
Te.beme.cle, in aid of the specie.I evange
listic services fund. Our son Charles pre
sided, and at the close of the lecture 
expressed the hearty thanks of all present 
for the happy evening they had spent. As 
Mr. Wray had intimated that his subject 
had no end to it, the chairman hoped that 
it would be "continued in our next." 
Here are two nuggets from Mr. Wre.y'e 
mine. The first bee.re the inscription, 
" To tlie rvo1·shippe1·s of that uncalende,.ed 
and monsfrous hypocrite called Saint 
1llonday ":-

" Monday's burden bravely borne, 
Tuesday's labour's easier done ; 

Wednesday's duties well fulfilled, 
Thmsday's trials are half killed ; 

Friday's griefs will be but small, 
Saturday's wages then befall, 

And Sunday's rest comes best of all.'' 
The other is smaller, but eque.lly 

valuable:-
" If you yolll' lips would keep from slips, 

::Five things observe with ea.re; 
Of whom you speak, to whom you speak, 

And how, and when, and whe1·e." 

CoLPORTAOE.-In answer to manypray
~re, we have received for Colporte.ge work 
about £160, Now, this is a small instal
ment of £1,000 which is needed to put the 
work into e. sound condition, but it has 
sufficed to keep the society from absolute 
bankruptcy for the time being, and to 
keep alive our faith and our expectation. 
vVe do not abate our assurance that God 
will send means for his own work. Will 
our friends kindly read the article upon 
C:olporte.ge in this number of the m11ge.
zme? 

CoLLEOE,-During the past month Mr. 
J. S. Harrison has settled at Mont11gue
etreet, Blackburn; Mr. H. Wood he.e sailed 
for New Zealand; Mr. E. G. Ince, for 
Australia; and Mr. N. Pe.pengouth has 
been recognized as the pastor of the Chiesa 
Apostolice. CristianR, Naples. Mr. S. A. 

Comber, who has recently passed his 
second examination, leaves us to continue 
his studies at Edinburgh University as a 
medico.I missionary. 

Mr. A. Greer has removed from Bre.un
eton, Northamptonshire, to Quomdon, 
Leicestershire ; Mr. C. Chapman from 
Gamlinge.y, Cambridgeshire, to Maldon, 
Essex; Mr. I. Bridge from Rayleigh, 
Essex, to Waterbeach, Cambridgeshire; 
and Mr. G. Duncan from Frome to Oaks 
Lindley, Huddersfield. 

Mr. A. F. Brown, of Fenny Stratford, 
has become co-pastor with the Rev. W. 
A. Blake, of Brentford. Mr. Robt. Spur
geon, of Sewry, India, has taken the place 
of the Rev. A. McKenna at Dacca; Mr. 
H. Boo!, of River Hebert, Nova Scotia, 
has gone to Pugwaeh, Cumberland county; 
and Mr. W. Ostler of Fulton, Oswego 
county, has accepted an invitation to Mor
risville, New York. 

Tlte annual Conje,·ence will commence 
its meetings on Monday, the 5th inst. 
How happy should we be if our loving 
friends would implore a blessing upon the 
week of meetings ! Especially let all the 
churches whose pa.store will be present 
offer special prayers that the gathering 
may be greatly profitable to them. Mr. 
Phillips' supper takes place on Wednesday, 
May 7. 

0RPIU.,.'UGE. -Mr. Charlesworth has 
made e. most successful tour with the 
Orphanage choir, and visited Witney, 
Stratford-on-Avon, Evesham, Chipping 
Norton, Cambridge, and Waterbeach. To 
the zealous friends who in each town 
laboured to mo.ke the services of song e. 
success we are personally grateful. In 
some of these towns we have old allies, 
whose names are very dear to us, though 
we de.re say their modesty would be 
shocked if we named them-we will try 
them for once and mention as e. specimen 
Messrs. Abraham, Toller, and .c\.pthorpe,
but indeed others have been eque.lly 
earnest, and we bless God for such good 
friends. 

During the first four months of this year 
the Orphanage choir and the head-master 
have brought in £294 l!s. ,ld. to our funds. 
The places visited, in addition to those 
mentioned above, have been Melton Mow
bray, Leicester, Derby, Northampton, 
Highgate, Reading, Richmond, and Hitchin. 
In all cases the contributions have been 
very handsome. Re1t.ding, as us1u1.I, lee.de 
the way with £53 15s. 6d. This meeting 
grew out of the annual meeting of Mr. 
Hutt'e class ; it was e. very hearty one, and 
Mr. Sutton was so good e.s to write off to 
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Montone the cheering neW!! before the 
meeting w&s over. Our friends, Messrs. 
M11rchA.nt, of Hitchin, Crosier, of Melton, 
,T. T. Brown, of NorthlLIDpton, Batem&n, 
of Leicester, and all the rest are most 
heartily thanked. Their expressions of 
symp&thy, love, and esteem to us per
sonally, when reported to us, went far 
to cheer us in our hours of depression. 
God bless all those who have helped at 
these hBppy gatherings, and all who mean 
to invi.te the boys at some future time. 

All goes well Rt the Orphanage, and we 
are glad. Messrs. J. and J. King, of Saint 
Andrews, Norwich, have sent some mar
vellously beautiful banners for the Or
phanage, and we hope th&t on June 19th, 
when the Pastor's 45th birthday and the 
Orph&n&ge Fcte will be celebrated, these 
decorations will be displayed. 

Ev.urnELISTS. - ~ we stated in our 
"Notes" last month, Mr. Clarke w&s too 
ill to accompany Mr. Smith to Boston, 
Lincolnshire, and his place was therefore 
taken by Mr. Gwillim, one of onr elders. 
The choice of a snbstitute was no easy 
matter, but the decision proved to be a 
thoroughly wise one. The services were 
commenced on Sunday, March 16th, in 
the Corn Exchange, where some five or 
six hundred persons assembled in the 
morning, and about fourteen hundred at 
night, while a local paper states that "the 
continuous stream of people sent away, 
nnable to gain admittance, would have 
filled another building equally as large." 
The week evening services had been an
nounced to be held in our brother W est•s 
chapel, but the success of the first day's 
labours made it imperative that a larger 
meeting-house should be secured, and ac
cordingly, application was made for the 
Primiti'l"e Methodist Chapel, West Street, 
which was readily lent, and quite crowded 
every night. On Sunday, the 23rd, about 
eight hundred persons were present at the 
Corn Exchange in the morning, and a very 
successful service for children was held at 
the Baptist Cba.pel in the afternoon. At 
night the service was conducted in the 
Corn Exchange, when, according to the 
authority before quoted, "it was thought 
that there could not have been far less 
than two thousand persons crammed into 
the building, and quite that number had 
to be refused admission. The marked 
attention of the people was ample proof 
that all enjoyed the service." A collee• 
tion was made in aid of the Evangelists' 
1-'und, and about one thousand of the con
gr~gation remained to the after meeting. 
The services were continued through the 

week in the Primitive Methodist Chapel 
whioh was quite full each night, and wer~ 
brought to a close on Friday, the 28th, by 
a tea and public meeting, at which twelve 
looal ministers and one thousand people 
were present. Both evangelists were 
earnestlr, entreated to remnin longer than 
the specified time, but Mr. Gwillim only 
was able to do so. "A working man," 
who was una.ble to be present at the fare
well meeting, sent 6s. to Mr. Smith as an 
expression of his gratitude to God for the 
blessings received through the services, 
and said that he hoped e. hundred of God's 
children would send the same amount to 
be forwarded to Mr. Spurgeon, to help to 
defray the expense of maintaining the 
evangelists. A reference to our list of 
contributions to the Evangelists' Fund 
will show how far this good example was 
followed. 

Mr. Clarke was sufficiently restored to 
commence work with Mr. Smith at Baaup, 
Lancashire, on April 12th, but his health 
again broke down after preaching a few 
times, and we fear he will be obliged to take 
a longer re!t. About 800 Christian workers 
met together the first evening for prayer, 
the three Baptist choirs united in leading 
the singing, which seems to have quite 
charmed Mr. Smith; all the ministers gave 
up their week evening services and assisted 
the evangelists at every meeting, and as e. 
natural consequence the chapels and mis
sion halls in which they met were all 
densely crowded, and overflow meetings 
had to be held on several occasions. 
Our brethren expect great results from the 
unity and earnestness displayed at Bacup, 
and hope this good example will be fol
lowed elsewhere. 

This month and next Messrs. Clarke and 
Smith have engaged to visit va.rious towns 
in the \Vest Riding of Yorkshire. We fear, 
however, that we must find some other 
preacher to accompany Mr. Smith, for Mr. 
Clarke appears to be utterly disabled. 
Trouble about funds is heavy enough, but 
the sickness of our beloved friend is a. 
heavier trial. Brethren, pray for us that 
in this, also, God may be glorified. . 

M1·. Burnham, our second evangelist, 
bas discovered that a man who intends to 
"do the work of an evangeliet," as it 
ought to be done, mllBt be prepar~d to 
have all bis powers strained to their ut
most. Towards the end of March, like Mr. 
Clarke, he was completely exhausted. _Hi~ 
"labours abundant," with extra anxiety 
and travelling, in consequence of his f~ther's. 
death, necessitated a rest, for w b 1ch ar• 
rangemente had not been made, and com
pelled him to leave to local brethren the 
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conclusion ofwhe.the.d been upto tbe.t time 
a most successful series of services atBurea, 
and S1ulb1wy, in Suffolk. He we.a, how
ever, sufficiently restored to give an even
ing of sacred song at Mill-street Che.pal, 
B6d/01·d, on Me.rob 31, e.nd e.nother e.t 
J[a1·kyate St?-eet, on April 1; and on 
Monde.y, the 7th ult., we.a e.ble to com
mence e. three weeks' engagement in 
Oornwall. Thie brother works a.lone, e.nd 
feels e.n urgent need for e. companion in 
tho service. Two e.nd two is e. Scriptural 
rule, but we cannot send out more men 
till friends te.ke up the cause. 

METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE EVANOE• 
LISTS' AssoCIATION.-Thie is the society 
which employs voluntary, or, a.a they a.re 
commonly called, lay a.gents. Mr. Elvin 
has sent us e. copy of his half-yearly 
fine.ncili.l statement, the particulars of 
which a.re as follows :-Bale.nee in h9.nd, 
Sept., 1878, £2 0s. l0d.; donations from 
various friends, £97 9s. ; contributions 
from two chapels visited, .£2 10s.; collec
tions at meetings, £6 4s. 9d. ; so.le of 
tracts, £2 16s. 9d. ; profit on tee. meeting, 
etc., £5 le. 3d.; making the total receipts 
for tbe six months £116 2s. 7d. The ex
penditure for the ea.me period he.a a.mounted 
to £96 0s. 1 ld. for rent of halls, gas, print
ing, postage, stationery, advertisements, 
travelling expenses of evangelists, etc. 
The balance in hand at the end of March 
was £20 ls. 8d. ; but as .£11 14s. 6d. was 
due to the printer, and £24 was nearly 
due for rent, in addition to the regular ex
penses of carrying on the work of the 
Association, it is evident that additional 
contributions will be very acceptable just 
now. Mr. Elvin's address is 30, Surrey 
Square, Walworth. S.E. 

A new mission station he.~ been opened 
in Upper Ground - street, Blackfriars, 
through the liberality of Mr. Shand, the 
fire-engine maker, who has set a.part e. 
large room in his factory, and fitted it up 
for the use of the Association. We thank 
this gentleman right heartily, and trust 
his good example will be followed by 
many other employers in various parts 

·Of our great city. Since writing this, we 
learn that Mr. Ross, of the Old Kent-roe.d, 
he.s done the same, and a great blessing 
has rested upon the meetings held in the 
!l'oom which he has fitted up. 

To Y ouNo MEN IN LONDON.-A cle.ss 
for Christian workers of all denominations 
is held in the Glass Room of the Taber
nacle every Saturday evening, from seven 
to nine, to assist in training the Lord's 
servants for more sucoessful work. The 
,brethren of the Country Mieeion and 

Evangelists' Association meet at this cla11s, 
and it affords e.n opportunity to godly men 
to discover fields of usefulneeR, and prepare 
themRelves for them. O11r esteemed elder, 
Mr. George Goldston, is the president. 

PERSONAL MATTERs.-Dr. Blaikie in a. 
recent letter to ua ae.ys of Dr. Livingstone, 
'' I he.d in my hands the other day one of 
your sermons, veryyellom, it lay embedded 
in one of his journals-had probably been 
all over Africa-and had in Livingstone'a 
neat hand the simple words ' very good.' 
Would you like it?" Onr reply, as the 
reader will guess, was an urgent request 
that we might have the yellow relic. 

The Religious Tract Society kindly 
favours us with the following extract from 
a letter from a member of the Servian 
Government, in reference to our sermon 
"Come and Welcome," which has been 
published in Servia. "Mr. Spurgeon's 
sermon, • Come and Welcome,' continues 
to be much read and appreciated. The 
Dean of Thabatz writes to thank me 
that I have procured for Servian Christ
ians such most valuable reading; and 
also adds that he has never ree.d anything 
more edifying and more ' filling the souL' 
A copy found its wa.y to the State Prison 
of Posharevatz, and I e.m informed has 
been there read with much enjoyment, 
e\"en by some men who have been pro
nounced infidels. An old gentleman be
longing to the highest rank of our society 
took the opportunity of an evening party 
in his house to read the whole sermon to 
the ladies e.nd gentlemen present. I am 
mentioning to you all these details, be
lieving them to be hopeful signs of coming 
harvest, and feeling myself happy and 
thankful to our merciful Father that the 
first seed, which by the instrumentality of 
your committee has been thrown in the 
earth of Servie. seems to bear with it God'~ 
blessing.'' 

Tlte Slteffield Telegraph charges us with 
having prayed the Lord to remove the 
Beaconsfield ministry from power. Not 
that it can report that we actually said as 
much, but, being able to read our he~, it 
is sure that it knows our honest meanmg, 
e.nd so it paraphrases the few harmles11 
words which we employed. Be it so, Mr. 
Critic. Your imputation as to our p11.bli<J 
prl\yer was most unjustifiable, but you very 
correctly read the wish of o~r i~most soul. 
Our nation once regarded JUBtice and hu
manity, but its present rulers ea.re little 
for these things so long e.e they can 
annex e.nd conquer. We once hoped that 
peace was the fe.vourite policy of Engle.nd, 
but now Britannia. UlrUBts her fist into 
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everybody's face, and recklessly provokes 
hostility. The present ministry has sent the 
nation back half a century as to its moral 
tone ; and it has laid up in the records of 
divine justice a sad amount of retribution, 
which is even now, in a mea.sure, being 
meted out to the land. Parties are of 
smell consequence to us, but wholesale 
slaughter brought about by unrighteous 
plundering ought not to be pa.ssed over 
without remonstrance. A true patriot 
desires, above all things, to see his nation 
do justly and love mercy, for only in such 
a course of action can it expect the favour 
of heaven. Believing all this, it is our 
prayer that God may forgive the present 
belligerent ministers and either remove 

them from their offices or reverse their 
policy. The Slte{field Tele,q,·aplt thinks 
that praying upon such matters is a very 
profane course of procedure, and favours 
us with a sage admonition, for which we 
render all the thanks which it deserves. 
We have long ago cea.sed to draw a bound
ary for our religion : we believe that it· 
should enter into everything, and affect 
all our relationships. If we could not 
pray over our politics we should doubt 
their rightness. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle.
January 31st, seven; February 27th, 
twenty; March 13th, eleven ; March 27th, 
twelve; April 3rd, thirteen. 

jasf.ors' i.olltgtr ~ttr.op.olifttn lalrtrnadt. 
Statement OJ Receipts from March 20th to Apiil 19th, 

.£ s. d. 

1879 . 

Miss Fosbury ... 
Per R.e~. A. A. Rees 
··Ebenazer ,. . .. 
Mr. John Mea.rtin .. . 
Mr. H. Eo.s= .. . 
C.S.F. •.. -
Mr. James "McLeod ... 
A 1.'rifie for the College 
Mrs. Gri.fliths ... 
A Poor Member's Gift 
.Mr. Potier .. . .. 
Mr. H. B. Frearson 
A ww redeemed -• 
W. T ., Birmingham 
Mr. Robert Gibson... ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. Lewis (annual subscription) ... 
Mr. W. C. Sutherland, per :Messrs. 

Passmore n.nd Ala.baster 
Miss Hagger ... 
Mr. W. Baine 
:Mr. Spriggs ... 
Mr. J. G. Hall 
llliss Hadland ... ... ... . .. 
A Friend in New Zealand, per Rev. A. 

J. Hamilton ... 

0 3 6 A Friend 0 15 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 

1 5 0 T. B .. .. 
0 2 6 H.·W .. .. 
1 0 0 
1 0 O 
0 6 1 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 5 
2 10 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 0 
1 l 0 

0 10 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
l l 0 

1 0 0 
0 7 6 

Saint's Hill and Hemyock, per Rev. A. 
Pidgeon ... ... . .. 

Bridgewater, per Mr. Sully 
Mr. llook ... ... ... . . . .. 
Cburch at Keynsham, rer Rev·. C. A. 

Fellowes ... ... ... ... . .. 
Church at Higbgate, per Rev. J. H. 

131:1.rnard ••• .. ... ... . .. 
Octavius Street, Deptford, per Rev. D. 

Honour ... ... ... ... . .. 
Collection at Salem Chapel, Cheltcnbo.m, 

per Rev. H. Wilkins ... ... . .• 
Collection at Wick, per Rev. James 

Foster ... ... ... ... . .• 
Mrs. Holyroyd, per Rev. R. J. Duncan 
Collection at New Barnet 
Rev. R. J. Beecllifo ... .. . ... 
Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab., Mar. 23 

,, ,. ,. ., Mar. 30 
April 6 

,, 13 

£ e. d. 

3 5 6 

0 13 6 
l 12 0 
l 0 0 

2 10 

2 -l 7 

2 0 

10 15 0 

S 10 0 
1 0 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 0 

25 7 4 
44 9 5 
28 0 9 
55 7 4 

Rev. T. G. Gathercole ... ... . .. 
Collection at Beeston Hill, Leeds:- .£229 5 8 

Re .. H. Winsor 2 3 0 

ji.otkfutll ®rpgmmgt. 
Statement "f Receipt, from Marclt 20th to Api·il 19t11, 1879. 

Mrs. Piner .. . 
.:~J.r. l!.iJ.n1ord .. . 
!>lrs.Keddie ... . .. 
. Mr. Harding, per Mr. Duun 
l•cr .l:l.cv. A. A. Rees ... 
A }'ricnd. per Mr. Dunu .. . .. 
A Friend, per Mr. J. 111. Smith ... 
•· J,;lJeL1.CZ.t!r'' ... • •• 
SL.irr.1 brae Mis~ion Scholars 
A l'uor MemLer •.. 
.Mri:;. t. Henry ..• 
Mr. A. 8. (J;-,Lurnc ... ... . .. 
Eccric .l:i·oe l:hurcl. Sunduy Schv,,1 

£ •· d. 
0 2 10 
l O 0 
0 6 0 
l 1 0 
l 5 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
o. 10 6 
0 o 5 
0 5 0 
0 :, 0 
1 0 U 

!II.G ...... 
Mrs. E. A. Wbite .. . 
Mr. John .Mcartin .. . 
A Well Wi,her .. ... . . 
In Memoriam of Ethel Bortho.'s 

Dirthday ... 
Miss H. !'ells .. . 
Miss Sarah llrown .. . 
Mr . .E. 'l'. Carrington 
Mr. H. Eastman 
Mr. Jolin liegg 
S. A.A. ... . .. 
Mr. T. !II. A. Tunnicllif 

tw;.;j 

£ e. d. 
1 2 6 
l 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 17 0 

0 15 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 8 0 
l 0 0 
l 0 0 
O 10 6 
0 10 0 
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Mr, nnd Mro. Jordan'• Silver Wedding-
dny ... ... ... .. . 

PrayArs answered a.right .. . 
:Mr, 'f. 'l1hom!on ... . .. 
Mi•• Laura Rooa Phillipa, Ilhthcl~y 

'11hankoffering ... 
Mr. 0. D. Pearman ... ... . , 
Friends of J{ingowood and Wotton-

under-Edge, per Mrs. Griffith• 
:Mr. J. Peace J oneo .. . 
Mrs. C. J{eely .. . 
l\1.iss. J. Sproule .. . 
M1·s. L. G. ... ... ... ... . .. 
A Read er of the " Sword and Trowel •• 
Mr. J. T. Soundy ... 
Silver Wedding ... ... ... . .. 
A Friend at Birmingham, per Mr. C. 

Spurgeon ... 
Mrs. Herschell 
E.L .... 
H.E.S. ... 
Mr. W. Cooke ... 
E.W., Thankolfering .. . 
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

JU NE, 18 7 9. 

A LECTURE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

m UGHT I not to be very timid in speaking upon eccentric 
preachers when I am somewhat sarcastically requested by 
an anonymous letter writer to look at home? I do look at 
home, and I am glad that I have such a happy home to 
look at. Trembling bas not seized upon rue upon re

ceiving my nameless friend's advice, for two reasons; first, because I am 
not horrified by being charged with eccentricity, and secondly, because 
I do not consider myself to be guilty of that virtue or vice, whichever 
it may be. Years ago I might have been convicted of a mild degree of 
the quality, but since so many have copied my style, and so considerable 
a number have borrowed my discourses, I submit that I am rather the 
orthodox example than the glaring exception. After having lived for a 
quarter of a century in this region, I am not now regarded in London 
as a phenomenon to be stared at, but as an old-fashioned kind of body, 
who is tolerated as an established part of the ecclesiastical life of this 
vast city. Having moved in one orbit year after year without 
coming into serious collision with my neighbours I have r_eason t_o 
believe that my pathway in the religious heavens is not eccentric, but 1s 

as regular as that of the other lights which twinkle in the same sky. I 
have probably done my anonymous correspondent more honour t~ian he 
deserves in taking so much notice of him; indeed, I only mention the 
man and his communication that I might bear witness against all 
anonymous letters. Never write a letter to which you are a!'hamed to 
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put your name; as a rule only mean persons arc gui!Ly of such an 
action, t.hough I hope my present correspondent is an exception to the 
rule. Be so eccentric as to be always able to ttpeak the ti:uth to a man 
face to face. And now to our subject. 

It is not the most profitable business in the world to find fault with 
our follows. It is a trade which is generally followed by those who 
would excuse themselves from self-examination by turning theit- cen
sures upon others. The beam in their own eye does not appear to be 
quite so large while they can discover motes in other men's optics, and 
hence they resort to the amusement of detraction. Ministers are the 
fa,ourite prey of critics, and on Sundays, when they think it right to 
talk religion, they keep the rule to the letter, but violate its sense by 
mm;t irreligiously o,erhauling the persons, characters, sayings and 
doings of God's serrnnts. " Dinner is over. Bring the walnuts, and 
let us crack the reputations of a preacher or two. It is a pious exer
cise for the Sabbath.'' Then tongues move with abounding clatter ; 
tales are told without number, and when the truth has been exhausted 
a few" inventions" are exhibited. One saw a preacher do what was never· 
done, and another heard him say what was never said. Old fictions are 
brought up and declared to have happened a few days ago, though they 
never happened at all, and so the good people hallow the Sabbath with 
pious gossip and Ranctimonious slander. There is a very serious side 
to this when we remember the fate of those who love and make a lie; 
but just now we will not dwell upon that solemn topic, lest we should 
be accused of lecturing our audience in more senses than one. So far 
as I am personally concerned, if the habit we are speaking of were not 
a sin, I do not know that I should care about it, for after having had 
more than my fair share of criticism and abuse, I am not one jot the 
-worse for it in any respect; no bones are broken, my position is not 
injured, and my mind is not soured. 

From the earliest period it has been found impossible for the mes
sengers whom God has sent to suit their style of utterance to the tastes 
of ail. In all generations useful preachers of the gospel have been 
objected to by a portion of the community. Mere chips in the por
ridge may escape censure, and mildly win the tolerance of indifference, 
but decided worth will be surrounded with warm friends and redhot 
foes. He who hopes to preach so as to please everybody must be newly 
come into the ministry; and he who aims at such an object would do 
well speedily to leave its ranks. Men must and will cavil and object ; 
it is their nature to do so. John came neither eating nor drinking; 
Le was at once a Baptist and an abstainer, and nothing could be 
alleged against his habits, which were far removed from the indulgences 
of luxury; but this excellence was made his fault, and they said, '' He 
bath a devil.'' Jesus Christ came eating and drinking, living as a man 
among men; and this which they pretended to desire in John became 
an oii'ence in Jesus, and they libelled him as " a drunken man and a 
wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.'' Neither the her~ld 
Mr his Master suited the wayward tastes of their contemporanes. 
Like children playing in the market-place, who would not agree about 
what the game should be, so were the sons of men in that generation. 
They rejec.:ted the messengers because they loved not the God who sent 
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them, and they only pretended to object to the men because they dared 
not avow their enmity to their MRster. Hence the objections were often 
inconsistent and contradictory, and al ways frivolous and vexatious. 

Filled with the same spirit of contrariety, the men of this world still 
depreciate the ministers whom God sends them and profess that they 
-would gladly listen if different preachers conld be found. Nothin:,- can 
please them, their cavils are dealt out with heedless univer~-;dity. 
·Cephas is too blunt, Apollos is too flowery, Paul is too argnmentati ve, 
Timothy is too young, James is too severe, John is too gentle. Never
theless, wisdom is justified of all her children. At this time, when 
God raises up a man of original mind who strikes out a course for 
himself and follows it with success, it is usual to charge him with being 
eccentric. If his honesty may not be suspected, nor his zeal questioned, 
nor his power denied, sneer at him and call him eccentric, and it may be 
the arrow will wound. 

Let us now pay our attention to this dreadful word eccenftic, and then 
see by what means it has been fixed upon certain preachers of the 
gospel, and thoRe not the least in usefulness. 

What is it to be eccentric ? The short and easy method for deter
mining the meaning of a word is to go to the dictionary. Dr. Samuel 
.Johnson, what say you? The f'age replies, "It signifies deviating from 
the centre, or not having the same centre as another circle." The gruff 
lexicographer proves his definition by quoting from an astronomer who 
charges the sun with eccentricity. " By reason of the sun's eccentricity 
to the earth and obliquity to the equator, it appears to us to move un
equally." Eccentric preachers are evidently in brilliant society. Now 
I am free to admit that the word has come to mean singular, odd, 
whimsical, and so forth ; but by going a little deeper into its etymo,ogy, 
we discover that it simply means that the circle in which an eccentric 
man moves is not quite coincident with that which is followed by the 
majority : he does not tread the regular ring, but deviates more or less 
as he sees fit. It would be easy to prove that a movement may be ec
centric, and yet quite regular and effectiv·e. Every man who has to 
do with machinery knows what it is for one wheel to be eccentric to 
another, and he knows also that often this may be a needful and useful 
arrangement for the purpose of the machine. It does not seem so very 
horrible after all that a man should be eccentric. I suppose the popular 
meaning is that a man is off the circle, or in more vulgar phrase, "off 
the square." But the point is, who is to tell us what the square is, 
and who is to decide which circle a man is bound to follow ? True, 
this second circle is not concentric with the first, but it is not therefore 
more eccentric than the first, for each one is eccentric to the other. It 
may be that A is eccentric to B, but B is quite as much eccentric to A.. 
A man called me a Dissenter the other day, and I admitted that I dis
sented from him, but I charged him with being a Dissenter, because 
he dissented from me. He replied that I was a Nonconformist, but I 
retorted that he also was a Nonconformist, for he did not conform to 
me. Such terms, if they are to be Rccurately employed, re-quire a fixed 
standard ; and in the case of the term "eccentricity" we need first to 
s~ttle a centre and a circumference, from which we may depart. This 
will be no easy task: indeed, those who attempt it will find it to be 



252 WHAT If; ECCENTRICITY? 

imrossible in matters of taste and deportment, according to the old 
adage," de ,q11stib11s, &c." (coneerning matters of t11ste it is idle to dis
pute) and the well-worn proverb, "every man to his taste." 

In morals conscience has fixed the centre and struck the ring; and 
in religion revelation has used the compasses and given us a perfect 
sphere. God grant that we may not be eccentric towards God, either 
1n; to holiness or truth, for that were fatal: but when fashion and 
eustom mark out ill-proportioned imitations of the circle of perfection, 
or e¥en dare to impose cun-cs of their own, it may be grandly right to 
be eccentric, for all the saints have trodden an eccentric path as they 
ha,e tracked the narrow way in the teeth of the many who pursue the 
downward road. 

From such consecrated eccentricity come martyrs, reformers, and the 
leaders of the adrnnce guard of freedom and progress. Breaking loose 
from the shackles of e,il customs, such men first stand alone and defy 
the world; but ere long the great heart of manhood discerns their ex
eellrnce, and then men are so eager to fall at their feet that the idolatry 
of hero-worship is scarcely escaped. To us the men seem grander in 
their solitary adherence to the right and to the true than when they 
become the centres of admiration: their brave eccentricity is the 
brightest gem in their crown. The slavery of custom is as hard and 
crushing as any other form of human bondage, and ble~sed is he who 
for the truth's rnke disdains to wear the galling chain, preferring rather 
to be charged with singularity and held up to ridicule. It is clear, 
then, that eccetJtricity may in certain cases be a virtue. When it touches 
the moral and the spiritual it may be worthy of all honour. 

As to preachers and their mode of procedure, what is eccentricity ? 
Who is to fix the centre? I say to all those pr0fessed critics who tell 
us that certain preachers are eccentric-" Who is to fix the centre for 
them ?" Shall this important task devolve upon those gentlemen who 
bay lithographed sermons and preach them as their own ? These men 
are in no danger of violating propriety in the excess of their zeal, for 
their discourses are cut and ,fried for them at wholesale establishments. 
Do you ask, "Is this true ?" I answer, undoubtedly ; for the other 
day, to tesL the matter, I sent my secretary to a certain bookseller's, 
and lie brought home io me specimens of these precious productions, 
lithographed or written by hand, at prices descending from a shilling to 
sixpence each : a choice variety, believe me. Some of these invaluable 
diEcourses are carefully marked in places to indicate the degree of 
em µbasis to be used, and spacPs or dotted lines are employed to indicate 
the pauses and their suggested length. No one calls the users of these 
pretty things eccentric ; are we, therefore, to regard them as the model 
preachers to whom we are to be conformed ? Are we all_ to purchase 
sµiritual food for our floc.:ks, at the liberal rate of half-a-gume~ a quarter 
fur thirteen sermons, to be exchanged at Lady-day, M1dsumme!·, 
)Iic:ha1::lmas, and Chri6tmas ? If these things be so, and this trade 1s 

to be continued and increased, I suppose that we who think out our own 
sermonF, and de)iver them fre;;h from our hearts, will be regarded as 
odd fellows just as Mr. Wesley was stigmatized as eccentric because he 
wore his o~·n hair when all the fashionable world rejoiced in wigs. 
·well, my brethren, if it should ever be the fashion to wear wooden legs, 
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I shall be eccentric enough to keep to those which nature gave me, 
weak as they 11re, and I trust that the number of eccentric people will 
be sufficient to keep me in countenance. 

Who is to fix the centre of the circle? Shall we give the compasses 
into the hand of the high-flying brethren whose rhetoric towers into the 
clouds and is shrouded and lost in them ? Certainly these do the business 
very grandly, dealing in the sublime and beautiful quite as freely as 
Burke himself. No common man understandeth or so much as dareth 
to attempt understanding these gentlemen of the altitudes and pro
fundities. Their big words are by no means needful on account of the 
greatness of their matter, but seem to be chosen upon the principle that 
the less the_v have to say the more pompons must be their phrases. In 
their magniloquence they 

'' Set wheels on wheels in motion-such a clatter
To force up one poor nipperkin of water! 
Broad ocean labours with tremendous roar 
To heave a cockle-shell upon the shore." 

Mr. Machado is still engaged in whipping his creams into a froth of 
the consistency of half a nothing ; and we may hear the Rev. )fr. 
Pretty-man in many a pulpit exercising the art of spread-eagle to a 
coterie who do not snspect him of eccentricity, but consider him to be 
the model divine. 

Not in words unlyare the high-fliers comparable to masses of floating 
cloud, but in doctrine they are equally beyond all comprehension. 
They are philosophical gentiemen, superior persons of special culture, 
though what has been cultivated in them, except an affectation of 
learning, it would be bard to say. They confuse those whom they 
ought to confirm, and stagger those whom they should establish. 
Bishop Blomfield tells us that a certain verger said to him, "Do you 
know I have been verger of this church fifty years, and though I have 
heard all the great sermons preached in this place I am still a Christian." 
Now, are these dealers in words and dreams to fix the centre ? If so, 
we intend to be eccentric ; and blessed be God we are not alone in that 
resolve, for there are others who join with us in the opinion that to 
be studying the prettinesses of elocntioa, and the fancies of philosophy, 
while men are perishing around us is the brutal eccentricity of a Nero, 
who fiddled while Rome was burning, and sent his galleys to fetch sand 
from Alexandria while the populace died for want of bread. If the 
centre is to be up in the clouds, let a few of us who care for something 
practical stop down below and be regarded as eccentric. It is an odd 
thing that some men prefer to speak upon topics of which they know 
nothing, and from which no benefit can possibly arise, while themes 
which might edify are disrClgarded. Timbs tells us of an eccentric 
"Walking Stewart," who had perambulated half the world but would 
never talk 0f his travels, preferring to descant upon '' The Polarity 
and Moral Truth," whereon he spoke so wildly that no one could make 
head or tail of it. Like this departed worthy, certain men are most at 
home when they are all abroad, and most important when their subject 
is insignificant. We do not choose their centre, for it is far more 
suitable for will-o'-the-wisps than ministers of the eternal word. When 
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RU sou1s are sa,ed Rnd all mourners comforted we may venture to dis
cuss recondite theories, but not while graveyards are filling with those 
who know not God. 

Where, then, is the centre to be found? Am I directed to yonde1· 
Yes try ? I beg pardon-sacristy. If you open that door, you will per
cei,e a considerable number of cupboards, presses, and recesses. Where 
are we ? Is this R milliner's shop, or a laundry, or both ? Those linen 
garments reflect great credit upon the washerwoman and ironef:; but the
establishment is not a 1aundry, for here hang black gowns and white gowns. 
and raiment as fine as J oseph's coat. And what a variety ? Here, young 
man, fetch the ecclesiastical dictionary ! Here we have an alb and an 
amice, a cope for the parson, and a corporal for the bread and wine, 
and-well. there's no end of the concerns! We are not well instructed 
in the terminology of these drapery establishments, but we are informed 
that these things are not to be treated with levity, seeing that therein 
abideth much grace, which ministereth to the establishment of the
saints. In truth, we have small care to linger among these resplendent 
rags, but assuredly if the centre of gravity lies with gentlemen who
thus bedizen their corporeal frames, we prefer to be eccentric, and dress 
as other male humanities are wont to do. It has seemed to us to be 
needful to discard even the white necktie. While it was the ordinary 
dress of a gentleman, well and good ; but as it has grown to denote a 
personage of the clerical sort, or, in other words, has become a prie~tly 
badge, it seems best to abjure it. This may be done the more readily 
because it is also the favourite decorat,ion of undertakers and waiters at 
hotels, and one has no wish to be taken for either of these deserving 
functionaries. Some young preachers delight in cravats of extreme 
length, and others tie them with great precision, reminding us of Beau 
Brummel, who produced miraculous ties, because, as he said, he gave 
his whole mind to them. I was much aided in the summary dismission of 
my tie by an incident which happened to me when I first came to 
London. I was crossiug the river by a penny steamboat, when a rude 
feliow said to me, " How are you getting OIJ. at Hitchcock's ?'' I could 
not imagine what he meant ; but he explained that he supposed I was 
in the drapery line, and was probably at that eminent firm. He tried 
hard to find ont where I was serving, and when I gave him for answer 
that I knew none of the houses in the City, and was not in the drapery, 
"Then," said he, "you're a Methodist parson''; which was a better 
shot by far, and yet not quite a bull's-eye. Having no desire to be 
lifted into the clerical order, or to claim any distinction above my 
fellow church-members, I dress as they dress, and wear no special dis
tinguishing mark. Let men of sense judge whether this is one-half so 
eccentric as an-aying one's self so that it is hard for spectators to guess 
whether you are a man or a woman, and very easy to say that yom 
garnishing is not manly, but ostentatious, and oftentimes meretricious 
and absurd. The centre is not here. They that wear soft rainent are 
in king's houses, but the King of kings cares nothing for the finery and 
foppery of ecclesiastical parade. 

According to common talk, the centre of the circle is fixed 
by the dullest of all the brotherhood, for to be eccentric means 
with many to have anything over half a grain of common sense, 
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or the remotest flavouring of humour. Have anything like originality, 
anything like genius, anything like a sparkle of wit, anything like 
natural whole-souled action, and you will be called eccentric directly 
by those who nre used to the gospel of Hum-drum. The con
centric thing with many is to prose away with great propriety and 
drone with supreme decorum. Your regular man says nothing which 
can by any possibility offend anybody, and nothing which is likely 
to do anyone good. Devoid of faults, and destitute of excellencies, 
the proper preacher pursues his mechanical round, and shudders at the 
more erratic motions of real life. Far be it from us to depreciate the 
excellent brother, his way is doubtless the best for him, yet are there 
other modes which are quite as commendable though more likely to be 
censured. If you will be as dry as sawdust, as devoid of juice as the 
sole of an old shoe, and as correct as the multiplication table, you shall 
earn to yourself a high degree in the great university of Droneingen, 
but if you wake up your soul and adapt an energetic delivery, and a 
natural, manly, lively, forcible mode of utterance, all the great authori
ties of that gigantic institution will say, " Oh dear, it is a pity he is so 
eccentric." Common sense decidedly objects to have the centre for an 
eagle fixed by an owl, or the circle for a waxwork figure forced upon a 
living man. 

As to this supposed centre of the circle, which we have tried in vain 
to settle, it may be as well to remark that it is not fixed, aad never can 
be fixed; for climes and times and circumstances involve perpetual 
change. Some hundred or more years ago Mr. John Wesley stood on 
his father's grave to preach in Epworth churchyard, and he was 
thought very eccentric for proclaiming the gosµel in the open air; as 
for Mr. Whitefield, he was considered to be demented, or he would 
never have taken to the fields. Our Lord and bis apostles had long 
before preached under tbe open heavens, and, persecuted as they were, 
no one in those days called them eccentric because of that particular 
practice; and, to show how the ideas of men have changed again, no 
one is now considered to be eccentric for open-air preaching, at least, 
not in these regions. I might preach standing on a gravestone to
morrow, and none would blame me. Yes, I forgot, it must not be in 
a national graveyard, or I should be liable to something dreadful. We 
must neither sLand on an Episcopal tombstone nor be laid under one 
with our own funeral rites. Those orthodox worms which have fattened 
on correctly buried corpses so long, would be taken ill if they fed on 
bodies over which the regular chaplain has not asked a blessing. Th!s 
care for the worms is to my mind rather eccentric, but let that pass, 1t 

"'.ill soon be numbered among the superstiLions of a dark age. As 
times roll on, that which is eccentric in one era becomes general and 
even fashionable in another. The costume and general cut of a preac~er 
of Queen Elizabeth's day would create a smile if it should be cop1_ed 
under the reign of Queen Victoria, and even the knee breeches, silk 
stocking~, and silver buckles, which I have myself seen upon my ven
erated grandfather, would create many a smile if they were to reappear 
at the next meeting of the Congregational Union. "The nasal t"'.ang 
learned at conventicle" was once reo-arded as the holy tone of piety, 
and yet the man who should use it" now, if he were an Englishman, 
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would be thought an odd being-. Indeed, much of the oddity of the 
famous :Matthew Wilks lay in that particula1· habit; he made you smile, 
even when !-peaking with all solemnity, by the strangeness of his voice, 
and yet I never heard that our Puritanic ancestors were othenvise than 
graYe while listening to the same peculiar form of utterance. Time 
was when it was accounted one of the outrageous deeds of a certain 
Jack Han way, that he actually walked down a street in London on a 
rainy day, carrying a new-fangled kind of round tent to keep off the 
wet ; yet no one quotes this action now as a proof of extreme eccen
tricity, for umbrellas are as common as mushrooms. 

The following incident, which happened to myself, will show the 
power of race and climate in producing the charge of eccentricity. A 
Dutchman, who from the very orderly style of his handwriting, and 
the precision of his phrases, should be a very exemplary individual, 
once wrote me a sternly admonitory letter. From having read my 
printed discourses with much pleasure he bud come to· consider me as 
a godly minister; and, therefore, being in London, he had availed 
himself of the opportunity to hear me. This, however, he deeply re
gretted, as he had now lost the power to read my sermons with pleasure 
any more. What, think yon, had I said or done to deprive me of the 
good opinion of so excellent a Hollander ? I will relieve your mind 
by saying that he considered that I preached exceedingly well, and he 
did not charge me with any extravagances of action, but it was my 
personal appearance which shocked him. I wore a beard, which was 
bad enough, bat worse than this, he observed upon my lip a mous.tache! 
Now this guilty thing is really so insignificant an affair that he might 
have overlooked such an unobtrusive offender. But no, he said that I 
wore a moustache like a carnal, worldly-minded man! Think of that. 
Instead of being all shaven and shorn like the holy man whom he was 
accustomed to hear, and wearing a starched ruffed collar all round my 
neck, about a quarter of a yard deep, I was so depraved as to wear no 
ruff, and abjure the razor. His grt'at guy of a minister, with ruff 
and bands and gown, and a woman's chin was not eccentric, but 
because I allowed my hair to grow as nature mea~t it should, 
I was eccentric and frivolous and carnal and worldly-mmded, and all 
sorts of bad things. You see, what is eccentric in Holland is not 
eccentric in England, and vu:e ve:rsfi. Much of the eccentric business is 
a matter of longitude and latitude, and to be quite correct one would 
need to take his bearings, and carry with him a book of costumes and 
customs, graduated according to the distance from the first meridian. 

Moreover, we may not forget that as in religion there have been 
times of persecution, and times of toleration, so has it been with the 
pulpit. At one date propriety ruled supreme, and men were doo~ed to 
instant ostracism if they passed beyond the settled line; while at 
another date a sort of Eccentric Emancipation Act is passed, anrl every 
man does wha.t is right in his own eyes. At the present moment great 
latitude is allowed, and several persons are now saying and doing very 
remarkable things, and yet are escaping the charge of eccentricity. It 
is well for them that some of us lived before them, and for far smaller 
liberties were set in tlie pillory. For myself, I venture to say that I 
have been severely criticized for anecdotes and illustrations of the very 
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f!11m0 kind which I meet with in the very excellent discourses of my 
friend, Mr. Moody, whom I appreciate probably more than anybody 
else. Many dear, good souls who have heard him with pleasure would 
not have done so twenty years ago, but would have regarded him as 
very eccentric. As to Mr. Sankey's singing, of which I er1ually approve, 
would not that have been unpardonable even ten years ago? Would 
Ned Wright and Joshua Poole, and brethren of that order, have been 
tolerated in 1858 ? According to the rules which judged Rowland 
Hill to be eccentric, I should say that these brethren are quite 
.as far gone, if not further, . and yet one does not hear an outcry 
a11ainst them for eccentricity. No, the bonds are relaxed, and it is just 
p~ssible that they are now rather too slack than too tight. It is, how
ever, very curious to watch the moods of the religious public and see 
how what is condemned to-day is admired to-morrow. Such an obser
vation has a great tendency to make a man rise superior to the verdict 
-of the period, and choose his own path. To promote a manly, coura
geous course of action in such matters is our main object in delivering 
this lecture. 

Let us, if we are ministers, do that which we believe to be most 
likely to be useful, and pay little heed to the judgment of our con
.temporaries. If we act wisely we can afford to wait; our rew,ard is in 
a higher approbation than that of men; but even if it were not, we can 
afford to wait. The sweeping censures of hurried critics will one day 
be blown away like the chaff of the threshing-floor, and the great 
heart of the church of God will beat true to her real champions, and 
dear their reputations from the tarnish of prejudice and slander. The 
-eccentricty of one century is the heroism of another; and what is in one 
age cast out as folly may be in the next revered as a wisdom which 
lived before its time. Well said the apostle, '' With me it is a very 
small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own self." 

To return to our circle and concentricity: It would be a very great 
pity if the centre of the circle could be fixed by a decree like that of 
the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. If we could settle once 
for all what is concentric and what is eccentric it would be a very serious 
-evil, for the differences of utterance and modes of adtlress among God's 
ministers serve a very userul purpose. When Dr. John Owen said that 
he would give all his learning to be able to preach like the tinker, John 
Bunyan, he spake not wisely, unless he meant no more than to extol 
honest John; for Owen's discourses, profound, solid, weighty, and pro
bably heavy, suited a class of persons who could not have received 
Bunyan's delightfully illustrated preaching of the plain gospel. No, 
Dr. Owen, you had better remain Dr. Owen, for we could by no means 
afford to lose that mine of theological wealth whieh you have be-
1~eathed to us. You would have looked very awkward if you had 
tned to talk like the marvellous dreamer, and he would have played 
the fool if he had imitated you. It is pitiful to hear comparisons made 
between the different servants of the same Lord. They were made by 
their Master, the one as well as the othe1·, and set in different spheres 
to answer his own designs, und the same wisdom is displayed in ea~h. 
I heard the other duy of a discussion which may have answered its 



258 WHAT IS ECCENTRICITY ? 

design in educating youthful powers of debate, but intrinsically it wae 
an idle theme; it was this-Does the world owe most to the printing
press or to the steam engine? 'l'he machines are alike useful for the 
purposes intended, and both essential to the world's progress, why con
trast them ? Why not as well raise a controversy ns to the relative 
.alues of needles and pins ? Robert Robinson, of Cambridge, had a 
terse, -vigorous, and somewhat homely style of preaching, and I heard 
it asserted that it was more effective than that of Robert Hall, by whom 
he was succeeded, who was grandly rhetorical and overwhelming. 
Who is to judge in such a matter ? Who in his senses would even 
tolerate the question? We claim for Robert Hall a master's seat 
in the assembly of divines, nor would we place Robert Robinson 
below him, for each man suited the condition of the church. We 
admire e.ery man in his own order, or even in his own disorder, 
so long as it is really his own. He has some end to serve in 
God's eternal purpose, let him answer that end without carping 
criticism from us. Who are we, that we should even condemn what 
seems to us odd and singular ? How many souls were won to God• 
by Mr. Rowland Bill's "eccentricities," as they called them, the judg
ment day alone will reveal. You have, doubtleEs, heard of the young 
man -who was about to go to India, and a pious friend was very anxious
that he should not leave the country in an unconverted state. He 
induced this young man to stay a week with him in London, and took 
him to bear a minister of mnch repute, a very • able man-a man of 
sound argument and solid thought, in the hope that perhaps something 
which be said would lead to bis friend's conversion. The youth listened 
to the sermon, pronounced it an excellent discourse, and there was an 
end of it. He was taken to hear another earnest preacher, but no 
remit came of the service. When the last night came, the godly friend, 
in a sort of deimeration, ventured with much trembling to lead his 
companion to Siirrey Chapel, to hear Mr. Hill, praying earnestly that 
Mr. Hill might not say any funny things, that be might, in fact, preach 
a very solemn sermon, and not say anything whatever that might 
cause a titter. To his horror, Mr. Hill that night seemed to be more 
than ever lively, and be said many quaint things. Among the rest be 
said that he bad seen a number of pigs following a butcher in the 
street, at which he marvelled, inasmuch as swine have usually a will of 
their own, and that will is not often according to their driver's mind. 
Mr. Hill, upon enquiring, found that the afores~id pigs followed the 
leader because he bad peas in his pocket, and every now and then he 
dropped a few before them, thus overcoming their scruples and pro
pensities. Even so, said Mr. Hill, does the devil lead ungodly men 
captives to his will, and conduct them into the slaughter-house of ever
lasting destruction, Ly indulging them in the pleasures of the world. 
The sober gentleman who had brought his friend to the chapel was 
greatly shocked at such a grovelling simile, and grieved to think of _the 
mirth which his young friend would find in such a dreadful observat10n. 
They reached the door, and to his surprise the youth observed, "I shall 
never forget this service. That story about the pigs has deeply 
imJm:'.s1,ed me, for I fear it is my case." A happy conversion followed, 
and the critic could only retract his criticism in the silence of his own 
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grateful heart. Well, then, let each servant of God tell his message in 
hi5 own w11y. To his own Master he shall stand or fall. 

If God moves a Rowland Hill to Rpeuk of pigs, it will be beUer than 
if he had descanted Uf)On purling brooks, or bi nc-eyerl seraphim. Taste 
may be shockrd, but what of taste when men are to be aroused from 
the fatal slum bet's of indifference! If yon are living without Christ in 
the world, your state and condition arc far more shocking in themselves 
than any arousing words can possibly be. It is sin which is vulgar and 
in bad taste; so they think who best can judge,-the purest of our race 
and the angels in heaven. It disgusts me to sec a man whom God's 
word declares to be '' condemned already'' giving himself airs, and 
affecting to be too delicate to hear a homely sentence from one who 
desires to save him from eternal wrath. He is coarse enough to despise 
the altogether lovely One, brutal enough to reject the gospel of love, 
and base enough to rebel against his Creator and Preserver, and yet 
forsooth he is a connoisseur in religion, and picks over every word which 
is spoken to him for his good ! 'l'his spiritual prudery is sickening to 
the last degree. 

I have given the story of Mr. Hill because it is a type of many which 
are considered to be eccentric and coarse, but which are not so at all. 
except to shallow minds. There is nothing essentially vulgar in an 
allusion to pigs any more than to any other animals, for our Lord 
himself spoke of "casting pearls before swine," and the apostle Peter 
alluded to the sow that was washed wallowing in the mire. Nor is 
there anything essentially coarse in the simile of the bogs following the 
butcher ; in fact, it is less coarse than Peter's metaphor which we have 
quoted, especially when coupled with the dog's returning to his vomit. No 
creature, truly represented, is common or unclean. It is only a sort of 
Phariseeism of taste which makes it so. Real vulgarity lies iu foul allu
sions and indelicate hints, and these are to be found amung men of dainty 
speech, such as Lawrence Sterne, and not among holy and homely 
minds after the order of Rowland Hill. Tinge your stories or your 
figures with dirt, Mr. Slapdash ! and we abandon you: nothing which is 
indelicate can be endured in the service of a holy God. Come home to 
the heart in your own genial, homespun manner, and I, for one, will 
delight in you, Mr. Slapdash! and bid you God speed. So much 
difference is there between slop and slap that it might furnish a theme 
for a lecture, and yet there is only the change of a yowal in the words. 
So may disgusting vulgarity and homely force wear much the same 
a~pect, and yet they differ as much as black and white. There is a 
charming poetry in many a simple figure which unsophisticated minds 
delight in. If a smile is raised it only shows that the soul is awake, 
and is pleased to be taught so plainly. Critics may take out their pen
knives to gore and gash, but honest hearts delight in the naturn'. 
expressions, the insLructive c.omparisous, and the heartfelt utterances ot 
the earnest man whom the world sets down as 
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fil;Qr ,rr~·tut in f arn~ist: ort ~ambling at 
~ontc Qtnrfo. 

1,TE must apologise to our readers for introducing to thei1· notice a 
1 rnbject which will neither minister to their edification nor in

crease their plea~ure, a subject, moreover, in which the bulk of them 
have no personal interest whate,·er. Our apology is the necessity of 
doing something towards ending an ahomiuation which reeks be.fore 
high heaven, and has been too long permitted to defile the earth• an 
abomination which has survived the removal of all others like it from 
among ciYilized men, as dang-erous to society and ruinous to public 
morals; an abomination for whid1 there is no excuse but the depraved 
appetite or the immoral public, and no remedy but its universal denun
ciation by all respectable men. Those who have set up the gaming 
tables of Monte Carlo have no conscience; it remains for the public to 
find them one, and this can never be till an enlightened public opinion 
is formed and expressed. We cannot tell where the following protest 
may make its way, we do, however, entreat all lovers of common 
decency, all lovers of their race, to use such influence as they have in 
assisting the effort to put down this bane of the Riviera, this pest-house 
of Europe, the gambling establishment of Monte Carlo. 

Thousands every year resort to Nice, Mentone, Cannes, and other 
towns in the sunny south of France to escape the rugged winters of 
their own land. ?!!any of these are invalids, but a considerable number 
are "\"l'ealthy persons who are accustomed to foreign travel, and are at
tracted by the exquisite scenery which they have the health and strength 
to enjoy. Numbers of well-to-do people come with their families, and the 
yom1g folks make up pleasure excursions for the valleys and the monn
~aim, and spend their time most agreeably, with undoubted benefit to 
their health. Who can blame them for resorting to such a Paradise, 
which seems indeed to have been specially prepared to give health to 
the sick, and pleasure to the active ? Possessing a balmy air, a dry 
atmoBphere, lovely landscapes, and a brilliant sun, the land is the 
garden of the -world, an Eden which has survived the Fall. What more 
could be desired ? Alas, there is a serious drawback to the enjoyment 
of the region, and this is of a most insidious and deadly sort. At 
Monte Carlo, which is generally confused with Monaco, of which it is a 
part, the insignificant Princelet has set up a public gaming establish
ment in the finest conceivaule position, in the choicest spot in all this 
choicest of lands. The establishment is surrounded with magnificent 
gardens, which are free to all, and within there is a theatre with the 
finest music in the world, with all its entertainments gratis, and superb 
rooms furnished with newspapers in all languages, and every con
venience which luxury can desire-all for nothing. 

This may seem a small matter at first sight, for no one is obliged ~o 
go near the spot, much less to enter the gaming rooms and lose his 
money ; persons ha\'e only to keep clear of the nuisance, and ~here is 
an end of it. So it might appear, and yet on closet· inspect10n the 
matter a8sumes a different aspect. Young men of respectable an<l 
eYen godly families go to Monte Carlo just to see t!te place; in fact, in 
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mnny cnscR the parents take an early opportunity of going over to 
Monaco with their young people to enjoy the gardens and the delightful 
view. No harm is dreamed of; the most respectable persons p;o into 
the rooms _just to see the game and the gamesters ; they take no part in 
the proceedings, they look on and retire, and have no thought of doing 
wrong. In many instances, however, young men have gone again, 
have put down a five-franc piece or a Napoleon, and have ac'lnired a 
taste for gambling. Gentlemen of fortune, merchants of position, and 
persons of moderate competence have found themselves penniless after 
a course of attendance at these rooms, and our young friends who com
mence with modest losses are learning the way to the same consumma
tion. Moreover, while linl!"ering at Monte Carlo and watching the· 
wheel of fortune, young gentlemen become aware of other charms which 
are placed around them, as a snare is set for a bird, and connections 
are formed polluting to character and fatal to virtue. We know of 
cases where Monaco has been thP. moral death of hopeful youth. The 
way of destruction was smoothed even to the jaws of hell: first, there 
was a walk in the lovely gardens with mother and sist~rs; then the 
music in the hall was enjoyed in mixed society; next came a sly visit to
the rooms and a trifling speculati,m, followed by frequent sittings at 
the table, diversified with wine and questionable company, and in the 
end brought to a climax by actual vice and ruin. Parents are afraid to 
bring their families to Nice and Mentone lest their children, drawn to 
Monte Carlo by simple curiosity, should succumb to its temptations, to 
their endless sorrow. 

Their fear is not an idle one, for in numerous cases the dreaded evil has 
actually occurred. Ought such a man-trap to be tolerated? Should it 
be permitted that such a moral pestilence should desolate so many house
holds that prudent fathers shnn the spot as full of peril to their sons ? 
What right has the Prince of Monaco to drive away persons of character 
from this region of health and beauty because he finds the wages of 
iniquity a convenient addition to his income ? The Bishop of Gibraltar 
says, "All the Christian churches of the Riviera, from :Marseilles to 
Genoa, have condemned with one consentient voice this establishment 
at Monte Carlo, as a curse to the neighbourhood, a scandal to our 
Christian religion, and a disgrace to the civilization and culture of the 
age.'' Why, then, does France allow it to continue, when it could in a 
moment put it down? 

It is not only that Monte Carlo is a gaming house, but that it is so 
conspicuous. There are, no doubt, many secret haunts of gamblers, but 
th!s fa public and ostentatious. What the Crystal Palace is to London 
this establishment is to the health resorts of the Riviera; and if our 
readers will only imagine the Crystal Palace transformed into what is 
called "a hell,'' with all its fascinating surroundings, they will have 
Rome idea of the prominence and perilous power which Monte Carlo 
P?~sesses. In the month of Febrnar.v of this year 43,!!0il stranger:s 
v1s1ted the place, a tolerably large flock of pigeons for the dev1l 
to practise upon. These people did not nil go to Monaco to gamble, 
but they were all subjected to a temptation which, over many 
persons, exercises a fascination from which they cannot escape. Of 
course, those who gamble are fools ; but then fools are very numerous, 
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and it is for fools that we must legislate. Let a man look around Lim 
before he stakes his money, and what will he see? A tiny territory 
free from duties, possessing public buildings of the most sumptuous 
character, and roads smooth as a billiard table; a casino, with gardens, 
theatre, music, all gratuitous because all paid for by the profits of the 
gamblin!!' table; a prince with a palace, army, and so forth, mnintained 
in like fashion, and a clear gain of eight millions of francs, or £320,000 
~terling, to the "Socief(: Anonyme," which manages the whole concern. 
Surely, if a man must gamble, he might find some way of doing it with
out being quite so heavily weighted. Every thinking man must know 
that though an occasional visitor to the tables may possibly gain, yet if 
persons :-tay long enough it is as sure as death and doom's-day that all 
they ba,e must be raked into the treasury. Even if the odds which 
make the commission were only one per cent. the bank must, as a matter 
of absolute fa.et, in the long run, suck up the capital in a hundred times 
of playing. The odds are, however, far greater, and yet the tables are 
crowded. Surely, in ,ain is the net spread in the sight of any bird, but 
these fools of all nations are eager to be destroyed. The feathers are 
plucked from them, and they call it "play." Mr. Brock, the English 
chaplain at Mentone, in his earnest pamphlet gives several instances of 
crushing losses at Monte Carlo. Of course these are usually concealed, 
but they must amount to a great number in a year, and many of them 
are far worse than those which we now quote from our excellent friend. 

" I was travelling last December," said a French friend to me, "with 
a young German returning home. He came to Nice for his health with 
se,en thousand francs to bear his expenses. Soon after bis arrival he 
was tempted to Monaco, where he lost all. Some kind people raised 
sufficient to pay his expenses home, whether to live or die they know not. 

".A somewhat similar ca~e recently happened. A nice young fellow 
went one day to the hell. His visits were repeated, became more fre
quent ; a carriage was, next, daily hired to drive to Monaco. His mo~ey 
went : his landlord was imperious. One, two, three, four weeks bills 
unpaid ! ' You must pay, sir.' At last action was taken. The land
lord detained what of property he had, bought him_ a through ticket 
home; and rn the young man left, money and reputation gone. . 

"A Germrm in England had made in business £15,000. He thrice 
came to Monaco, in the hope of retrieving bis first loss of £5,000, and 
at the close of bis last visit found himself minus the whole sum. He 
returned to London, committed forgery, and again tried his fortune at 
the Tripot. .A Lord Mayor's warrant was put into the hands of _a 
detecti,e, who laid hold of the wretched man one night on his 
return to Xice. So ended his guilty course. 

'' .A gentleman purchased a property on the Riviera, but leaving 
lJefore the purchase was concluded lodged the amount (several thousand 
1iounds), authorising certain parties to draw, and pay the_ ~~ount •. 
'JLey drew the money ; but overcome by the temptmg vwm1ty of 
)fonaco squandered it all there. 

"We do not expect to put down gambling: that will ever exist. But 
tliis gamHing 'made easy,' at Monaco, we will do our best to suppr~ss. 

" ' I never played in my life, I have no taste for play whatev~r,' sa1~ a 
Russian prince to his friends, who were dissuading him from his mtent10a. 
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of scUling at Monaco; however, in vain. And what was the consequence? 
Naturally, he used to lounge into the hall; naturally, this became a 
habit; naturally, he came to play ; naturally, he lost all he had ; 
naturally, he got into debt ; and, as naturally, decamped, leaving cre
ditors to look in vain for the thirty thousand francs he owed them. 

" ' Come,' said a companion to a poor invalid who had saved £70 for 
his winter expenses at Nice, ' before you settle down in your room let 
us go overand hear the music at Monaco.' They went. From the concert 
room they entered the gambling room, and before they left that place of 
infamy the poor invalid had lost his all." 

It will be seen from these incidents that losses at Monte Carlo are the 
root of other evils. Continually persons are brought before the police 
courts, who plead their losses at the gaming table as the reason of 
their departures from honesty. Frequently, also, the money which 
should be paid over to the hotel-keeper by his guest is lost at play, and 
the debtor absconds without paying bis bill. There is no doubt, also, 
that a taste for gambling has been fostered, that many clandestine 
roulettes are in full action, and that at the clubs men play very high. 
It was said that by tolerating this one den all gambling would be con
fined to Monaco, and would there be under control: the contrary is the 
case, the whole region is polluted by it. Well did one of the magis
trates of Nice exclaim, " This gaming is the plague of the colllltry, and 
the plague is gangrened. The ravages of this vice extend every day." 
Although the local press is charged with venal silence yet these matters 
<:ome out in the courts of justice, and are made occasionally a pnblic 
topic by the agitation of those who deplore the giant evil. .A. letter 
addressed to the French senators and deputies by certain inhabitants of 
Nice, Cannes, and Mentone contains such an indictment against Monte 
Carlo as should secure its instant condemnation, especially as it is sus
tained and abundantly proved by a terrible array of facts, which are 
placed in an appendix. 

That part of the appendix which has made the most impression upon onr 
mind is the list of suicides of whom, in less than three years, twenty had 
been recorded in Monte Carlo and the region near at band. Deaths by 
pistol shots, hanging-, placing the head upon the raihn,y, and casting 
one's-self from a rock make up the principal items of the ghastly list. A 
<:ommercial traveller coming on business to Mentone went to Monaco. 
As usual, be just put down a five-franc piece. His own money soon 
went. That of his employer followed, and there be was ! He could not 
bear the disgrace, and, therefore, putting a pistol to bis head he rushed, 
at the early age of thirty, unbidden, into the presence of bis Maker, a 
self-murderer. .Another poor wretch, before taking his own life, wrote 
these words on a blank leaf-" Monaco, thou wi'lt yet slay many others!" 
A third, who destroyed himself with 11. pistol, wrote upon a photograph 
of the casino these words-" House of perdition, fit only to be burned!" 
In sight of the blood-stained balls of Monte Carlo we are constrained 
to join in the verdict of the unhappy victim. Those suicides which are 
mentioned as happening- at Nice, Monaco, and the neighbourhood can
not be the only ones ; there are, doubtless, others who reach home as 
beggars and commit the same horrible deed with less publicity. We 
fear there is much truth in the assertion of the public procurator-
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" The mined player can scarcely avoid one of two ends, dishonour or 
death. If he has a heart., he kills himself; and if he has none, he be
comes a swindler and a thief." Such thieves every now and then turn 
up at the tables themselves, and are led to the borders of the little ter
ritory and dismissed with a kick; as for the corpse of the suicide, it is 
buried by stealth after sundown. In the case which happened on 
March 25, 18,6, a gentleman had lost his all at roulette, and blew his 
brains out near the casino itself: the remarks made by certain fre
quenters of the rooms contained no pity for their wretched fellow
creature, but expressed the refinement of their manners-" Poor Y-
showed a shocking want of taste in killing himself so near the salon. 
He might have gone a little further off." No sin hardens the heart like 
g-ambling. Inhumanity is only a natural result of it. The play burns 
the heart, and dries up the milk of human kindness. While it renders a 
man weary of ordinary labour, for he fancies he has found a swifter road 
to riches, it makes him fit for any villainy and vice. It arouses covetous
ness, creates a selfish excitement, unfits for duty, and prepares for every 
iniquity. Need we say more against it? Can more be said? 

Now, this ])ell-ball of Monte Carlo has its admirers and advocates, 
and we do not wonder at it, for unrenewed hearts are always ready to 
defend sin, but what we shall marvel at will be this-if Christian people 
who know the nature of the place are seen in connection with it. That 
they should go to bear "the finest band in Europe," and to see gardens 
which are not to be surpassed for beauty is not at all surprising so long 
as they are unaware of the evil which they are thus patronizing, but if 
they continue to do this after due warning, it will be a great evil under 
the sun. The managers do not want all who visit Monte Carlo to play, 
they are wise enough to see that the ranks of the gamblers need to be 
recruited from among sober people, and wish for a fringe of play-bating 
people to shade off the company into sober rr.spectability, and bring 
decent folk within range of the temptation. Few would come within 
their grip if all the assembly consisted of brazen-faced females and 
worthless sharpers, but there are many steps to the descending stairs, 
and right glad are the directors to see upon the upper rounds ladies 
and gentlemen who on Sunday will be conspicuous at church, and are 
known on other days as the cream of respectability. The presence of 
such persons makes the road to perdition a genteel promenade, and 
therefore it pays the promoters to give them music and flol'l'ers for 
nothing. 

The Bishop of Gibraltar did well to address his clergy in words such 
as these : "At t!ie opening of another season I hope that you will 
endeavour to deepen the impression which your words then produced, 
by again speaking on the subject whenever you may see a suitable oppor
tunitv. You will have in your congregations many fresh hearers, who 
will know little about Monaco and· the ruin it is causing, and who, like 
their predecessors, might visit the place without a thought that they 
were dipping into danger or dabbling in sin, without a thought that 
they were frequenting haunts where no person of right principles should 
be seen, without a t.hought that they were giving respectability to the 
vice of gambli11¥, adding to those wages of iniquity by which the esi~b
lisbment is supported, and decoying brothers and sisters to their ruin; 
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but simply for the love of fun and amusement, for the pleasare of hear
ing good music and gazing at lovely scenery, for the fascination of wit
nessing for once a novel and strange eight. Many each persons, as I 
believe, only want a word of warning. Tell them of the remorse. 
shame, misery, and ruin which Monte Carlo is daily working ; tell them 
of the separations which it causes in families between son and father, 
between husband and wife; tell them of the deceit and other vices 
which gambling fosters ; iell them of characters which at the start of 
life gave promise of a good and useful career, bat now are wrecked 
beyond recovery; tell them how the plague spreads from place to place, 
how the excitement pursues and haunts its victim, how it draws together 
the very scum of society; tell them it is the respectable who are the 
real supporters of Monte Carlo, and that without their patronage the 
establishment would become bankrupt; and, if they have ears to hear 
and ;hearts to understand, they will restrain their curiosity, practise a 
little self-denial, and in spite of the attractions which .Monte Carlo offers, 
they will not only abstain from going themselves, but will endeavour 
by personal influence to prevent others from going. What is wanted of 
us all is that we should endeavour to form a healthy and righteous 
public opinion on the subject of gambling, draw away the veil which 
hides its guilt, and exhibit it to our congregations in its real deformity.'' 

As a humble contribution to the end proposed by the bishop we have 
inserted this article in our magazine, and we shall be glad if it should 
be copied into the newspapers, and should help to make a stir. Any
one is at perfect liberty to reprint the present article, and the more it i8 
spread abroad the better shall we be pleased. Since writing as we have 
done we have been delighted to see The Times hurling its thunder-bolts 
against the evil, and we feel all the more the necessity of keeping the 
matter before the public mind. C. H. S. 

~ jtrm.on for jtrm.onfacrs. 
WHILE Dr. Manton was minister at Covent Garden he was invited 

to preach before the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and 
the Companies of the City, upon a public occasion, at St. Paul's. 

The doctor chose a very difficult subject, in which he had an oppor
tunity of displaying his judgment and learning, and appearing to the 
best advantage. 

He was heard with the admiration and applause of the more intelli
gent part :of the audience; and was invited to dine with my Lord 
Mayor, and received public thanks for his performance. But upon his 
return in the evening to Covent Garden, a poor man following him, 
gently plucked him by the sleeve of his gown, and asked him if he were 
the gentleman who had preached that day before the Lord. l\fayor. 
He replied, he was. " Sir," says he, " I came with an earnest desire after 
the word of God, and in hope of getting some good to my son!, hut I was 
greatly disappointed, for 1 could not understand a g'.eat d~al of wh~t 
you said: you were quite above me." The doctor replied, with _tears m 
his eyes, "Friend, if I did not give you a sermon, yon have given me 
one; and, by the grace of God, I will never play the fool by preaching 
before my Lord Mayor in such a manner again." 

18 
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BY C. A. DAVIS, OF BRADFORD, 

• ~ UTRITE me as one who loves his fellow men." There is but one 
H higher panegyric than that suggested in this sentence. Love 

to God is a more exalted affection than love to men, and raises him who 
possesses it to a loftier level of character. It is a sublime altitude 
indeed to which he is permitted to climb who has fixed his heart upon 
God, and hu; character is still worthier of the record of the angel's pen. 
But not often are the two disjoined. The love of man is a stream that 
flows down from the higher regions of the love of God ; its sweet and 
life-giYing waters cannot be traced to any less sacred source. From 
this upper spring flowed the philanthropy of Thomas Wright, a name 
that deserves to be mentioned with those of Howard, Bnxton, and Fry. 
The love of God shed abroad in his heart awakened a responsive affec
tion towards God in return, and made his life a fulfilment of the com
mand, "that he who loveth God love his brother also." 

And who was he ? A plain working man, with no special means or 
opportunities for the exercise of benevolence beyond those possessed by 
us all ; and yet by dint of doing, where some of us are content with 
planning or merely feeling, his life towered up like an Alp above the 
common level in incessant works of beneficence, and before his death 
this foreman of an iron foundry had arrested the attention of the 
Government as the man who wielded perhaps a more potent influence 
than any other in the land for the temporal and spiritual good of 
criminals discharged from prison, or immured still within prison walls. 

He was born in Manchester, in 1789, and had the advantage of the 
training of a godly mother, who watched over him as one that must 
give an account of her charge to God. At fifteen years of age he was 
apprenticed at the iron foundry of Messrs. Ormerod, Minshull Street, at 
five shillings a week, at which place he remained, working his way up, 
till at the age of twenty-three he became foreman of the moulders, at a. 
weekly salary of £3 I0s. Meanwhile, he was thrown i~to society of 
the profa.nest sort ; and for some years his experience alternated be
tween the rueful regrets of an uneasy conscience and the boisterous 
blasphemy of the Sunday evening public-house meetings which he at
tended with his deistical associates. One Sunday a young man took 
him to the Independent chapel in Piccadilly, Manchester, !lOW called, in 
remembrance of the minister who then presided over it, Roby Chapel. 
The influences of the house of God wove their silken bands around him, 
and be was led to the Saviour. "One morning," he says, "the thought 
took hold of me that my sins had been so heinous, and my guilt so deep, 
that God would not pardon me. This thought was ever present in my 
mind, and my health gave way. I turned to the blessed Word for com
fort, and read the fifty-first Psalm over and over again, until the leaf wai:i 
almost worn away. My conversion was somewhat akin to that of Paul 

• "The Life of Thomae Wright, of :M:ancheeter, the Prison Philunthropist." 
Manche~ttr: John Heywcod. 
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the apostle. One day I wns going across Granby Row, on my em
ployer's business, pondering over the wretchedness and misery of my 
spiritual state, and asking, 'What shall I do to be saved?' Suddenly I 
was amazed by a great light which came out of the clouds. I stood 
still, end inwardly I heard a voice say, ' Thy sins, which are many, 
are freely forgiven thee ; go, and sin no more.' Oh, what joy I felt ! 
My mind was relieved, my heart was at rest, and, like the eunuch, I 
went on my way rejoicing." He joined the church at the age of twenty
seven, and in eight years was elected to the office of deacon, which he 
held till his death, half a century afterwards. 

His interest in the criminal classes was awakened early. When a 
boy, with anything but serious views of life, he would gaze up at the 
barred windows of the New Bailey Prison, and wish that he might enter 
to give comfort to the unfortunate inmates. Now tnat he was become 
a Christian, these longings to reach and bless the criminals received a 
new impetus. "Society," said he, "punishes them for the transgression 
or its laws ; and having vindicated its dignity and deprived them, by 
the stigma attached to their character, of any possible alternative, dis
misses them to their old course of villainy. Society has caught a wolf, 
and having rewarded its depredations by imprisonment, it gravely un
locks the doors and turns it out-teeth, appetite, instinct sharp as ever
into the sheep-walk! If caught again, the prisoner received a heavier 
punishment, because this is the second time he has yielded to an un
controllable fate by doing what he could hardly avoid.'' 

The earliest definite step taken by him in the good work may be 
given at some length. A man of sailor-like appearance bad obtained 
work as a labourer at Messrs. Ormerod's foundry,-a steady, industri
ous workman-but it leaked out that he was a discharged convict, and 
the employer one day asked Wright whether he was cognisant of the 
fact. Thomas Wright undertook to speak to the man, and in the 
course of the day asked him, 11 Where did you work last?" 11 I've been 
abroad," was the reply. But after some conversation the poor fellow, 
with tears in his eyes, admitted that he was a returned convict ; that 
he was desirous of not relapsing into his old ways; and doubting his 
ability to procure work if he told the truth, he had carefully endeavoured 
to conceal the stigma, hoping by honest perseverance in the right way 
to wipe it out. Mr. Wright persuaded the employers to retain the man, 
and offered to place £20 in their hands as a guarantee for his good 
behaviour. But on the following day he was missing, and it was found 
he had been, through inadvertence, diacharged on an order of dismissal 
th~ previous night. Mr. Wright sent a messenger to his lodging to 
hrmg him back, but he had left at five o'clock in the morning for 
Bury, with a bundle under his arm, containing all his worldly effects. 
The philanthropic foreman set out on foot to overtake the fugitive, and 
found him sitting on the roadside, a couple of miles from :Manchester, 
despairing, broken-hearted, and wretched. What followed may be 
easily imagined: the outcast returned, and his subsequent conduct 
amply justified the guarantee into which his rescuer had entered. 

Mr. Wright now set himself, though for a long time without success, 
to obtain access to Salford prison. At length he received from the 
goveruor permisEion to attend the Sunday afternoon senice~, and, 
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better still, he w&s asked by the chaplain whether he could procure a 
situation for a prisoner about to leave jail. The situation was found, 
and from that day he visited the prisoners in prison, and made it a 
point to meet them on their discharge, finding out their homes, assist
iug them from his own scanty means, obtaining employment for them ; 
and thus earned the beautiful title, the "Prisoner's Friend." In 1854 
he was able to say, " I cannot tell the number of prisoners I relieved in 
1847. I am sorry now that I did not keep an account of them. I was 
what the WOl'ld calls a 'go-a-head' man, full of zeal and earnestness. 
From 184, to 1854, I have assisted nine hundred and forty-one dis
charged prisoners and convicts to go abroad, besides providing many 
others who had returned from transportation with the means of going 
home, or proceeding to towns where they could obtain employment." 

In addition to this he had found employment for nearly three hun
dred discharged prisoners, guaranteeing their fidelity in many instances 
by deposits of his own money. Assuredly a good seven years' work. 

It will be interesting to give a few instances of the results of this 
beneficent labour. 

A man who had under;;one penal servitude at Portland repaired to 
Manchester with a ticket-of-leave and a letter from the chaplain to 
Thomas Wright. He found him employment as a scavenger, and as 
his conduct was exemplary, he caused the scavenger to be promoted to 
be a mender of roads, and obtained admission for him into the late Canon 
Stowell's Sunday and night schools, in both of which he became a 
teacher. The poor man worked hard and showed so great a capacity 
for learning that Canon Stowell's interest in him was strongly excited. 
The canon was informed of bis antecedents; nevertheless he made 
8l'l'a.ngements for "reading" with him, and in due time the Portland 
convict, who had been favoured with a ticket-of-leave, and purified by 
humble service as a Manchester scavenger, was ordained as a dergy
me.n. 

Take another case. A young man engaged in a position of trust in a 
we.rehouse, being led into vicious and extravagant courses, embezzled 
his employer's money. His fe.ther sought the mediation of Mr. Wright, 
who obtained an interview with the enraged employer, and persuaded 
him not only to forego the prosecution but to give the young man 
another trial Snbsequently this young man became a partner, and 
eventually the head of the house in which he had been allowed to 
remain on sufferance, and on the guarantee of Thomas Wright, and 
proved one of Wright's most liberal i;;upporters in his beneficent work. 

Another young man of good family, who had received a university 
education, became possessed of property and recklessly got through it 
in a few months, driving four horses in hand. At length, to relieve 
himself, he had recourse to forgery, and was consigned to prison. When 
he came out his family had discarded him. In a state of starvation 
and almost destitute oi· clothing, he knocked at the door of Mr. Wright 
at nine o'clock one snowy evening. He was taken to the kitchen and 
treated to some warm nourishment. Mr. Wright gave him five 
;;hillings, and the next Jay bought him shirts, atocki11gs, and boots, and 
placed Lim in decent lodgings. Then having procured him a situat.iou, 
l,e said to Liru, "l'romise me you will attend public worship regularly 
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on Sundays, that you will keep eloof from had associations, anrl will 
take nothing stronger than water or tea." The promise was made and 
kept. He received £80 a-year on one of the railways, anrl when Mr. 
Wright enquired about him of the station master, the answer was, "If 
he goes on as he has begun, he will soon be receiving £200 a-year." 
This young man would have starved to death rather than supplicate his 
cellous friends for assistance, and but for Mr. Wright1s timely succour 
would probably have been lost. 

Multitudes of poor· men were reclaimed. A drunken bntcher was 
committed to prison for pawning stolen goods for drink. He had been 
imprisoned three times previously for fighting. When he came out of 
prison, he obtained from Mr. Wright work as a labourer, at thirteen 
shillings a week, and was soon promoted to other work at eighteen 
shillings. "I don't drink at all, now," he said,'' I go to the Wesleyan 
Methodist Chapel, Ancoats Street, and meet in class every Sunday 
morning. I have a wife and four children. My eldest boy, twelve 
years old, works with me, and gets three shillings a week. My wife is 
a cotton baller, at ten shillings a week. I am consequently now in 
very comfortable circumstances. I am free from tippling and cursing 
and swearing: have peace of mind and no quarrelling at home, as 
there used to be when I was drinking. I dare say I was as wicked a 
man as any in Manchester ; but now I have got Bible, hymn-book, 
Prayer-book, tracts,-things which I never had in my house before; my 
boy and girl go to school, and my wife is delighted." 

Mr. Wrightfouad female prisoners liable on their discharge to peen
liar hardship and temptation, arising from the breaking up of their 
homes, because their husbands had not courage to bear ap against their 
too probable relapse into evil. Thus the last state of these women was worse 
than the first; they began with intemperance and ended in shame and 
despair. When he could awaken the woman to penitence, be has many 
times followed the husband for miles into the country, and pleaded for 
the no longer drunken wife till the home was restored and she once 
more received. Thus he became familiar with many homes, once 
wretched, now clean and comfortable; and frequently interrupted bis 
walks with a salutation to some tidy woman cleaning her doorstep, 
whom he had helped on her release from imprisonment. "Eh, Jenny, 
lass, I am glad to see thee. Give me thy hand. Don't stop to wipe it, 
lass, give it me." 

It was his custom to attend in the Kirkdale prison, Liverpool, after 
the close of the assize~, and exhort the prisoners lo repentance. The 
congregations that listened to these jail addresses were peculi1.1r; pick
pockets, boys whom ignorance and distress led into theft, depra,ed 
boys, who picked up a precarious livelihood amongst the chances of u 
seaport town, sailors who had committed assaults in the boisterotl:S 
hilarity consequent upon a discharge with paid-up arrears o~ ~ages,. 
servants of both sexes seduced by bad company into the comm1ss10n ot 
crimes against their masters, profligate women who had added assault 
and theft to the ordinary vices of a licentious life, smugglers, a few 
game-law criminals, and paupers from the workhouse, where they had 
been initiated into crime to the jail, where their knowledge was 
perfected. 
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He spent many solemn hours in the "condemned cell." '' At all 
times," he says, "when speaking to prisoners, I try my best to address 
t.hem in a kind way. It is most acceptable to them, and especially to 
those under sentence of death." Of a visit to a murderer in Kirkdale 
prison he says: "Before entering the cell in which he was confined, I 
was warned by one of the warders to take care of myself, as he was 
a dangerous character for any man to be locked up with alone. I told 
the official I was not afraid, and entering the cell, I closed the door, and 
the murderer and I were alone. I told him my name and my errand. 
He at once rose from his stool, and asked me to sit down. I talked to 
him, sympathized with his terrible position, and after reading the fifty
first Psalm, we knelt down together in prayer. The poor fellow against 
whom I had been warned was as submissive as a little child, and when 
parting begged me to come and see him often. In some instances I 
have been locked up with them the great(lr part of the night, especially 
the night before they suffered, preparing them for the solemn hour of 
death, and drawing their attention solely to those things which be
longed to their eternal happiness; and in no instance has fear entered 
my tbonghts." Such a visit is impressively depicted in Mercier's pic
ture of "the Condemned Cell." " There are the rough bed and barred 
window, through which the dull dawn of a winter morning seems 
almost afraid to enter, and the flags of the cell that look so pitilessly 
hard. The condemned man is sitting down, his body flung forward, 
and his head resting on his right hand, while the left hangs down, 
clenched. You can almost see the body move with agony, and bear the 
convulsive sob. Thomas Wright stands by him, his right hand upon 
his shoulder and an open Bible in the left, from which it is as evident 
that he bas been reading as it is that he is now engaged in prayer. A 
candle is on the table, nearly burned out, and the streams of tallow 
which are seen around the candlestick show that its existence, too, has 
been a troubled one, snggestive of the wasted life of the criminal." 

His labours attracted the attention of the Government, and he was 
offered £800 a-year as "Travelling Inspe~tor of P~is~ns.'_' This he 
unhesitatingly declined, on the plea that 1t would hm1t ~1s power of 
doing good, as he was convinced that as a government official he would 
cease to be regarded as the " Prisoners' Friend." . . 

In 1852 his fellow-townsmen, however, determmed to set him free 
from bis daily toil that be might devote the whole of bis time to this 
work. He was then receiving, as foreman of the foundry, £3 10s. a 
week. It was proposed to raise what would give him an equiv~l~nt 
income ; this was accomplished, and £200 a-year was secured for him. 

He laboured till his Master called him to rest. Up to the very day 
he was prostrated by sickness he was engaged in his daily visits to the 
prisons, and as a voluntary city missionary encountering in the crowded 
courts and alleys of the town disease, misery, and vice in all their 
hideous forms with the gentleness and love of the gospel. 

After two or three months' illness he passed away to his rest on t~e 
14th April, 1875. He was buried at Birch Church, Rusholme. His 
funeral was attended by the teachers and scholars of se~eral ~ef~ges ~nd 
ragged-schools the shoe-black brigade, the hundred city m1ss1onan~s, 
and many frie~d~, making a procession of a mile in length ; and ID 
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~ccordance with his own reque~t before he died there was sung over his 
grave Montgomery's hymn-

" For ever with the Lord! 
Amen! so let it be! 

Life from the dead is in that word, 
'Tis immortality! 

"Here in the body pent, 
Absent from him I roam, 

Yet ni~btly pitch my moving tent 
A day's march nearer home." 

This paper cannot be beUer closed than in the words of Lord 
Shaftesbury:-" The .first time I ever saw him face to face was in 
Manchester, at the house of our common friend, Mr. Fairbairn (after
wards Sir William Fairbairn), the eminent engineer. 1'"" e three dined 
together before going to church in the evening. I was much struck by 
his appearance and manner. His slight, thin form dreiscd in black, his 
white hair, and singularly attractive expression of countenance, gave 
him the air of an apostolic doctot· of divinity, and I found his conver
.sation in harmony with his looks. He delighted me greatly. A very 
few days afterwards I went with Mr. Fairbairn to see our friend and 
colleague at his place of work. Suddenly there stood before me a man 
in a brown paper cap, with an apron, and all the apparatus of industry 
about him. The outer man was completely changed; nothing remained 
but the expression of countenance, which no one could mistake. Here 
then was Thomas Wright, who in his leisure hours had carried, and was 
still carrying-, by God's grace, knowledge and consolation to the inmost 
recesses of every prison in that vast city. The effect has never passed from 
my mind; and I am sure that I have never been impressed, before or since, 
so deeply as I wa11 then with the Christian dignity of honest labour. 
He was remarkably fitted for the duty to which he was called. His 
appearance was prepossessing, his manner gentle, his language sym
pathetic, and his earnestness manifest. No one, whether in jail or at 
large, could mistake the man. He was transparent as glass; and every
body might look straight into his heart and see that it was full of love, 
and piety, and prayer. It has been to my happiness, and to my benefit 
also, to have known, and still to know, a few like him (some equal, but 
none superior) in my long career. These men inspire me with wonder 
and thankfulness to Almighty God, who has raised up, from among the 
poorer classes of this land, such mighty instrumentalities for good. 
They are the salt of the earth, ' the cheap defence of nations,' the ' tree 
whereby the waters are made sweet.' Our state of society needs their 
multiplication-it must be by armies and not by cohorts; and while 
we do well to pray in our churches, colleges, and places of worship for 
a due supply of ordained ministers, we should do equally well to pray 
without ceasing for an ample and unbroken succession of Thomas 
Wrights." 
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BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

PART II. 

'

XTHEN Mr. Datis settled at Charminster-hill, in the spring of 1864, 
1 l he could hardly have realized the arduous nature of the work 

he had undertaken. He was in the midst of what people for con
Tenience sake call a district ; but perhaps dz"ocese is a word better cal
culated to convey a right impression of the nature of the ground. The 
broad area included eighteen parishes; and those who know the country 
will be aware that Dorsetshire parishes are not remarkable for narrow
ness. According to local measurement., the distance from Buckland 
Newton to Broad Mayne is sixteen miles; and from the former place 
to Winterbourne Abbas is seventeen miles; but to town travellers it 
always appears as though the measuring line had been stretched 
across the hill-tops with mathematical precision, the extra distance 
occasioned by uneTen ground not being reckoned. Be this as it may, 
there were twelve thousand people scattered over the several parishes, 
and one man was deputed to vil'it them. During nine weary years the 
work was done on foot; and each week's duty included nearly a. hun
dred miles of walking, the preaching of ten sermons, and the visitation 
of abont a hundred and forty families. In the summer months, services 
were commonly held in the open air ; still, it was highly necessary that 
chapels should be provided, and three of these have been erected since 
Mr. Davis commenced his labours, and by bis instrumentality. 

The country surrounding the town of Dorchester is one of the most 
interesting spot!.' of Old En~;land, the traces of the Romans being abun
dant, under whose rule the country formed a portion of Britannia 
Prima. The handiwork of the ancient Britons is also traceable on 
se-veral well-known spots. The wonderful ramparts of Maidun Castle, 
which two thousand years ago may have slleltered myriads of armed 
nati-ve1>, now repose in silence and solitude unbroken by the advance of 
civilizati0n. The Dorchester Amphitheatre is supposed to have been 
constructed by slaves under Agricola for the amusement of that gover~ 
nor's soldiers. Roman pavements have frequently been uncovered ; and 
railway navvies have disturbed the graves of warriors who lived, fought, 
and died before the time of authentic history. Thus, at one view, as iii 
were, the tourist looks upon a succession of worlds, the ancient British, 
the Roman, the Saxon, the Medimval. It is well known that Sherborne 
was the capital of a Saxon diocese, and from the tower of its superb 
abbey church the visitor looks down upon a rich and varied pastoral 
expanse which proves that the old monks were excellent judges of the 
quality of land. . 

After remaining some years at Charminster, onr friend removed to his 
present station at Piddletrenthide, where we were privileged to find ~im 
at his post some few weeks ago. It happened to be Saturday evemng, 
and tLe quietness of the outlying country with its braciug air wa_s very 
refre8hing when contrasted with the busy town we had Jen m the 
morning. The village is a long straggling place, its street bein~ c~iefly 
uccu1,ied by the cottages of agricultural labourers. Though it 1s an 
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ont-of-the way place, there is much to be seen which is both inRtructive 
and characteristic of English villnge life. Like flies attracted hy the 
light, a number of youths nnd hobbledehr,ys cluster around the general 
shop whose cheerful windows are illumined with paraffine lamps. Then 
there is a carpenter's shop, where a few tallow candles make darkness 
visible, and one or two men, whose long dark sh:v]ows deepen the gloom, 
are actively at work. 'fhese are making the coffin of a woman who died 
a few hours ago, who was visited by the evangelist till the last, and 
who gave good evidence that she was resting on the Rock of Ages. Not 
far away is the village chapel, recently completed at a cost of £600. 
Everything is pleasing until we come to the beershops, and in these 
a crowd of customers are wasting on drink the resources which 
should feed wives and children. To judge from the accounts which 
come to hand, the recent changes that have taken place in the condition 
of the labourers are not all for the better. The labourer is now paid 
almost entirely in money, and many of his privileges are in consequence 
taken away. The men handle more cash, and they spend more in drink 
than formerly. The testimony of their friends is that they are generally 
worse off, and public-house property has risen in value. Numbers of 
beershops which were formerly closed for lack of custom on Sunday 
nights are now not only open, but crowded with customers, to whom a 
weekly carouse means short commous through the rest of the week. 

We shall now give particulars of a number of conversions which have 
occurred from time to time in the Dorchester district. The details are 
all more or less remarkable; and while the circumstances are wonder
fully diversified, they all testify to the value of special evangelistic 
effort among all grades of a rural population. 

At Broadmayne a cottage service on the Sabbath is regularly main
tained, and in the winter months a sermon is also given on a week 
evening. A few years ugo there lived in this village a poor man who 
in his ignorance made a custom of scoffing at religion, while he sought 
out opportunities of persecuting those who were wiser and happier than 
himself. Too proud to attend the cottage worship, he, nevertheless, on 
one memorable occasion deigned to stand without and listen to the 
sermon. What he heard went to bis heart, and he felt for t!::ie first 
time that he was a sinner in God's sight. After this the man was 
seized with illness; he lay for a while in the county hospital, and was 
then sent away incurable. On one of the Sabbaths in September, 1875, 
Mr. Davis was at Alton, near Buckland Newton, when he was asked to 
enter a cottage where a patient was ill in bed, and the sufferer turned 
out to be the once-blinded scoffer who was too proud to hear the gospel. 
~he man now joyfully welcomed the friend whose word had proved the 
instrument of his conversion, but to whom he was a total stranger. He 
died soon afterwards rejoicing in a good hope through faith in Christ. 
Here, then, was a peasant who never entered the preaching-room and 
never before even spoke to the preacher, and yet he was reached and 
saved. The arrow shot at a venture may strike home where least ex
pected, and this instance supplied abundant encouragement to the 
evangelist. 

The above represents the case of the poor; our friend's experience 
proves that the rich in thinly-populated districts need a similar ministry, 
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and, in not a few instances, learn to value the boon quite as much 
as those below them. Hence, a genlleman farmer, who died some time 
ago at Whitcombe, was visited a hundred end fifty times, some pounds 
in the meantime being expended in tolls, which the evangelist paid out 
of his small salary. The gentleman in question very highly prized these 
frequent Tisits, and died at last in a very happy condition of soul. 
After his death the widow assured Mr. Davis that he was the only one 
-who had called upon her husband to speak about eternal things. 

It will not be surprising that persons of this class when they bacome 
enlightened learn to set little value on the visits of unevangelical 
ministers who can boast of greater culture than the more humble 
evangelist. Even the poor peasantry who have learned that they have 
souls to save, will sometimes complain that the Anglican pastor speaks 
to them only of the weather, or about village politics. 

Difficulties common to humanity are continually appearing. Many 
among the elderly people are anxious to know if the Lord will accept the 
remnant of their days after they have given the flower of their strength 
to the world. Of course, the master difficulty obstructing the progress of 
the gospel is ignorance, from which springs the deep-rooted notion that 
something mnst be done to merit salvation. The notion inculcated by 
an unevangelical ministry is, in effect, that something virtuous must be 
wrought by sinful bands before God will accept the soul. Be good and 
go to church, and all will be well. That was virtually the Christianity 
of Sydney Smith, and numbers are still teaching the same legal gospel. 

In all the district there is happily little or no opposition from the 
clergy to be encountered, bnt some singular examples of coming into 
contact with those gentlemen will sometimes occur. On one occasion a 
man of means, and retired from business, despatched a messenger at 
five o'clock a.m. to summon the vicar of the parish to attend, and when 
the clergyman, who was an elderly person, appeared he was requested to 
go at once and bring back the evangelist. This looked more like a joke 
than a reasonable action, and no one could have complained had the 
churchman displayed a little indignation, but nothing of the kind 
appeared. The vicar did as he was desired by the eccentric parishioner, 
he went and called the district visitor from his bed, and on their return 
to the house he remained in the room while a portion of Scriptnre was 
read and a prayer offered. The two then walked away arm-in-arm, the 
vicar, meanwhile, professing to be exceedingly gratified by what he had 
seen and heard. He went much further, for he persuaded the people 
throughout the parish to respect the person and teaching of the evange
list sent them by the Baptist Western Association. 

Under some circumstances it is not advisable to give names either of 
persons or places; for we have no desire to cause annoyance to any?ne 
by undue publicity. Our illustrations are given for the sake of showmg 
the difficulties and the progress of the work, and to encourage the sup
port of outsiders. 

The clergyman just mentioned again appeared on the scene, at the 
house of a wealthy farmer who was overtaken by his last illness. The 
patient was in the ordinary course of t~inge visited by the vi~ar, _but 
when the evangelist called at the house friends betrayed some hes1tat1?n, 
being afraid of producing one of those ecclesiastical collisions which 



THE Lli'E AND WORK OF A RURAL EVANGELIST, 275 

eomefones occur between authorised Anglicans and volunteer ad
venturers. The vicar was expected in a few minutes, and it would 
hardly do for a mere evangelist to be in the way. A compromise 
was made,-the friend was allowed to proceed upstairs on condition 
that he made his visit as brief as possible. The few minutes thus allowed 
were turned to good account, the ministrations of his friend being 
much valued by the sick man. When the clergyman came shortly after
wards the farmer remarked that John Davis, the Methodist parson, had 
recently left the room, and he seemed to be a nice sort of fellow. No 
disparaging observations from the other side followed this confession; 
for this was the vicar who had exhorted the parishioners to heed the 
visitor's counsels. Some days afterwards the clergyman and the evan
gelist met at the farmer's house, when they had some confidential con
versation about the case in hand. The question disturbing the 
churchman's mind was, Should the sacrament be administered ? 
Though an elderly man, who had been a pastor very many years, he was 
in a painful state of indecision and exceedingly anxious to have the 
layman's advice. If Mr. Davis was of opinion that the patient was not 
in a fit condition to receive the consecrated bread and wine the ordi
nance should not be administered. The fact was that the farmer gave 
no evidence of conversion, and after some further talk the friends 
separated. A few days later the clergyman called at Mr. Davis's house 
and asked a number of questions about the evangelistic work in progress, 
and about the manner in which it was supported. The conclusion 
arrived at was that the plan appeared to be an excellent one, provided 
no endeavours were made to draw people away from the parish church. 
The farmer's case assumed another phase when he suddenly at two 
o'clock in the morning sent for " the Methodist parson," in consequence 
of being in a great state of agitation about his sonl. On being prayed 
with and read to the poor man became more calm; and, meanwhile, the 
clergyman arrived. He spoke to the household about the solemnity of 
death, and as the family had not been lately seen at chnrch it was 
hoped they would amend their practice, or at least go to the Baptist 
chapel and bear Mr. Davis. He then told the children that their father 
was dying ; it was evident he was going to heaven, and he had mani
festly been converted through the instrumentality of their friend. In 
the small hours of the morning the bread and wine were administered, 
and death soon followed -

We have already referred to the extreme ignorance of the peasantry, 
~ut fresh illustrations of its blighting influence are continualiy appear
mg. A farmer, who was not himself a Christian man, once sent a 
request to Piddletrenthide that a case of sickness fourteen miles outside 
of the district might receive attention, the patient being a woman who 
was " as ignorant as a cart-horse." This poor creature was seen 
repeatedly, and many anxious endeavours were made to enlighten her 
soul without producing the slightest evidence that anything was und~r
stood. Notwithstanding all this, however, the clergyman of the parish 
went and administered "the holy Eucharist." There are many of the 
peasantry who seem to rec:rard such house-services as a premium paid 
on a policy which ensure~ eternal life; but who can wonder at their 
credulity when the shepherds are themselves deceivers ? 
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A case 11imilar to t,hc 11.bove w1111 that of a woman, who lay in her 
last illness, ignorant of the very alphAbet of religion. A church visitor 
who called at the cottage, rnqnh-ed if the sacrnment !1Rd ever been par~ 
t.aken of; and terribly frightened the ~nfferer by declaring, somewhat 
vehement.ly, that all who died without the s11crament would be lost. 
The crisis being of this momentous ch11racter the local clergyman 
was ha8t.ily i,,ent for to make all things straight. When he arrived 
the woman wes found to be too weak to swallow; but determined 
not to loi;e the battle, the man forced a piece of bread between 
the teet.h clenched in death, and moistened the parched lips with 
wine. Then, in the opinion of the vicar all was well, the victory 
WRS secmre. A short time 11fterwards he happened to encounter 
onr enngelist in a meadow, end after some friendly enquiries had 
passed, something was said about the departure of poor "Jane." 
The Ticar was full of self-congratulations. What a happy thing was it, 
he remarked, that he happened to call in time to administer the Blessed 
Sacrament to that poor woman. This called forth a protest on the 
other side, for Mr. Davis rightly enough supposed that the ordinance 
was intended for converted people only. The Anglican, however, 
stoutly maintained his position; he believed there were thousands in 
heaven who had gone thither through the sacraments. 

Another example, under this bead, was the case of a young woman 
who became convicted of sin through attending a cottege service. 
Anxious to obtain peace of mind, she privately spoke to the church 
minister about her condition. The clergyman was quite willing to 
speak words of comfort, and commenced by asking a string of questions. 
Had his yonng friend been christened ? Yes. Had she been con
firmed? Yes. Had she been an habitual attendant at church, and a 
partaker of the Communion? Yes. Then why be unhappy? She 
had done all that it was possible for mortal to do, and it was a duty she 
owed both to herself and to society to make heri!elf perfectly comfort
able. The girl went away, but continued dissatisfied. In a happier 
hour she again crossed the path of our friend Davis, when he read to 
her the tract, "How do I know my sins are forgiven ?" That little 
messenger awakened new interest, and brought new light. The peni
tent confessed that her case was exactly described, and promised that 
she would read the tract again alone. In time she found the longed
for peace, and eventually died rejoicing in Christ. 

Any denomination may include a proportion of blind guides; so that 
from what has been said we would not have it inferred that vicars are 
the only persons to be found who becloud and hinder the gospel. On 
the contrary, in the case of our friend the Dorchester evangelist, we are 
glad to be able to say that he is befriended and encouraged on every 
hand by memben3 and pastors of the State Church. Had it been other
wise, he conld not have done what he has been able to aocomplish. 

A very encouraging case was that of a farmer of Piddletrenthid_e, 
who, although he was brought up in the Establishment, took a pew m 
the new chaptl soon after the building was opened, for himself and 
family. By acting as he did, however, the farmer did not profess to ~e 
altogether a no11conformist; for when, on one occasion, several cand1- • 
datts were accepted for admission to the church he objected to the 
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baptismal service, and condemned the whole thing- as a great piece of 
nonsense which ought not to be countenanced. While holding these 
sentiments he nevertheless attended chapel on the night of the ordi
nance, when he was impre11sed by what he saw and heard quite beyond 
his expectations. From that night his views nnderwent a change, and 
he cnnfessed with tears that snch was the case. He also became visibly 
concerned about his eternal welfare. His habits and tastes s8emed to 
chnnge, and he appeared to be never happier than when conversing 
with his friend and pastor on religious subjects. Whether in the house 
or in the field they were equally at home ; and once the man stood for 
two hours beneath a tree in a meadow, trying- to grasp the answer to 
the question, What must I do to be saved? His end came sooner than 
the family expected : for one day after the farmer had walked down to 
his foreman's house to band over a cheque, the amount of the week's 
wages of the labourers, he was seized with paralysis, and never com
pletely recovered. He was laid aside during many months, and though 
frequently visited and prayed with, he appeared unable to plant his foot 
on the unyielding Rock. In this condition he was called upon early on 
a certain Sabbath morning, when a service had to be conducted at a 
distant station, and what then happened was both striking and touch
ing. Assure.nee and peace, so long looked for, came suddenly, and 
seemed to overwhelm the man with joy. He cried oat in words of 
praise before the prayer could be conclnded, the entire household being 
witnesses of his triumph. 

While the poor are chiefly benefited by the evangelist's labours, we 
have many instances in which the gospel is found to win its way into 
the households of higher families. The fathers are taken and the chil
dren are left; for the younger generation does not always tread in the 
steps of those who have gone before. In dark parts of the county the 
ceremonialism of the State Church, when that happens to constitute 
the religion of the clergy, carries away captive many of those from 
whom we expected better things. 

Some cases occur of repentance coming late in life, and of persons 
experiencing great terror of conscience on account of sin. A man at 
Puddletown, who in anguish of soul tore the hair from his head and 
declared he could never be pardoned, died at last in peace. In one 
case a persecutor came to a terrible end. It is one thing to oppose 
the truth while in health; it is quite another thing to be haunted by 
visions of one's misdeeds when prostrated on a bed of pain and weak
ness. A quondam persecutor, who, some time ago, died near Dor
ch!lster, desired in his last hours that some one might come with a 
hatehet and end his misery. 

Thus have we briefly sketched our friend's work, hinting at the diffi
culties he has to encounter, and the successes which attend his endea
vonrs. Our villages have been too long neglected, and a man of 
earnest faith, with a good horse, is the most ready agency we can 
employ for their evangelizntion. Mr. Davis bas been singularly suc
cessful in the work, and we find that severe.I among the clergy as "ell 
as among the farmers are ready to testify to the great amount of good 
he has been instrumental in etfocting. 'The debt of £ 150 on the 
l'itldletrenthide chapel is a small sum, but a heavy burdeu to one whose 
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resonrces are small, and whose people are for the most pert poor agri
culturalists. If this incubus could be removed, the good cause of the 
county mission would be very seasonably stimulated. We understand 
that a bazaar is to be held this year in hope of raising the money to 
clear away the little debt; and if any friends are inclined to aid in 
furnishing the stalls, their donations will encourage a work the fruits 
of which are being continually reaped by large churches in the towns. 

~ofrt ta il,rist. 
BY J. CLARK, OF NOVA SCOTIA; LATE OF THE PASTORS' COLLEGE, 

I love thee, 0 my dearest Lord I 
More than my tongue can tell; 

For thou art good, and surely I 
Have cause to love thee well. 

Thy death has ransomed me from death, 
Thy blood removes my sin; 

In ways most gentle thou hast sought 
My worthless love to win. 

And oh ! thy trust-inspiring words, 
" Come unto me and rest," 

Have caused the very bliss of heaven 
To dwell within my breast. 

Thy love, 0 Christ ! is greater far 
Than human thought can reach ; 

It fills my sGul with wonderment, 
And joy too deep for speech. 

How little have I loved thee, Lord! 
Through weary years gone by; 

And yet in all my joy and grief 
I long to feel thee nigh. 

And I can trust thee, Saviour, too, 
With all that I hold dear; 

The soul that thou bast died to save 
Can have no cause to fear. 

'Tis through thy love that I have felt 
Thy Spirit's quickening breath; 

To love thee is to live indeed, 
To love thee not is death. 

I can but love thee, Saviour dear, 
Because thou lovest me ; 

And I am bound in chains of love 
For en~r fai;t to thee. 
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~i&ardng tgt Jttuhtr from tyt ~tligi.O'us: 
BY PROFESSOR 8. BURNHAM, M.A. 

IT is a common thing for a Christian to think of life ae two-sided, as 
consisting of work and religion. Hence the things of this life are 

separated, in our thoughts and purposes, from those of the life to 
come; and a distinction is made, as one often hears in the exhortations 
of the prayer-meeting, between our religious duties and our worldly 
occupations. This distinction is, perhaps, in a certain and formal 
sense, a true one; but, in another and more essential sense, it is false 
and dangerous. For, while it is trne that some acts of the Christian 
life may especially claim the epithet of religions, it is altogether erro
neous to suppose that, in true Christian livinl!', such acts as may be 
called secular spring from any other source, or have any other motive 
or purpose in them, than the so-called religions duties. In their 
essential nature both are one; and any attempt to distinguish between 
them is unwarranted and dangerous. Such a distinction as would 
class as religious all acts that belong to public, social, or private 
worship, and would call all others secular, might indeed be allowed: 
but, as confessedly worship is only one element of religion, this dis
tinction is easily seen to be formal, and not real. .Any act of true 
Christian living is essentially not less religious than the most religious 
worship; for not less does it determine character, affect destiny, or 
continue its results into eternity. 

It is our present purpose-
!. To show more fully the truth of this position. 
2. To set forth the popular misapprehension about the matter. 
3. To call attention to some of the harmful results of this misappre

hension. 
1. All true Christian li'ving is religious. That all the acts of a gen nine 

Christian life are essentially equally religious is evident both from the 
subjective character of the Christian life, and from the nature of its 
objective relations. 

Subjectively viewed, the Christian life is an entire devotion of the self 
to Christ. No energy, no possession, no moment is withheld. All 
things are to be done in him and for him. It matters not whether one 
bows in prayer, or stoops for the most menial of hnman drudgery ; 
whether one burns at the stake, or toils as a servant by the humblest 
h?~sehold fire; revels in holy joy before some beatific spiritual 
v1s1on, or plods through some common distracting care: in each and 

• Although we might not quite have used the same language e.s Mr. Burnham 
we commend this pe.per to the attention of our readers, as containing in it a truth 
most appropriate to our times. It is thought by some thut a Christitm should take 
no interest in politics. He is taught by these persons to neglect the duties which 
he owes to his country under the pretence that his he,n·enly citizenship excuses him 
from serving his day and generation. It is also se.id that no rul!\s 11re gi,en for ,i 

Christian's conduct as rt voter, a magistrate, or member of parliament ; _as if the 
gohlen rule and the spirit of Christianity were not applicable to all situations. ,\s 
well say that no Christian ce.n be e. surgeon, an engine-driver, or a telegraph-clerk, 
because nono of these offices are mentioned in the Scriptures. The principle in
volved in Mr. Durnbnm's paper touches a kindred subject, t1nd casts light ou that to 
which we nllude.-C. H. S. 
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all the impulse comes to the true Christian from the moving of the life 
which he has in common with Christ, and the resulting aot is simply a 
giving of self to him. It is in each case the hand, or the foot, or some 
other member, moving in obedience to the command of the central will, 
and acting for the body. It is the branch feeling the impulse of the 
great vine-life, and hastening to the fruitage. It is the light catching 
the glow of the central sun, and reflecting the brightness amid the dark
ness of the world. 

All this is said of ideal Christian living ; and it is not meant to 
deny that the Christian may be untrue to the ideal of his God-begotten 
life. But in the genuine Christian life clearly there is no place for 
worldly work. The Christian, as a Christian, cannot do the work of 
Christ and the work of this world-can have, therefore, no act in his 
life that is not religious. If he prays, that is religion ; if he ploughs, 
not the less is that religion. If he sings, then he is devout; if he 
6aws, none the less so. Indeed, according to the command, even his 
eating and drinking are done for the glory of God ; and nothing, 
surely, could be more religious than acting with such a purpose. 

Nor is the truth that is now insisted on less evident if we turn to 
the objective relations of the Christian life : for we find that all the 
acts that a Christian, as a Christian, :may do, are equally needed by 
Christ for the triumph of his kingdom. The accomplishment of the 
commission given to the church needs not alone preachers, deacons, 
prayer-meetiags, and meeting-houses. Equally, and for the same pur
pose, do Christ and the church call for carpenters, masons, housekeepers, 
railroads, foundries, homes, and all the persons and agencies that are 
essential to the best Christian civilization. By what right, then, do we 
snppose the first alone to be the handmaids of religion, and consign all 
the rest to the service of the world and the devil ? When these are for 
him, do they not cast out the devils in his name as truly as the other'? 

Everything, then, that a Christian may do at all he may do as unto 
the Lord, and not as unto men. In the duty that the moment presents 
he may be, nay, to be true to his calling from God in Christ Jes11B, he 
must be, as religious as in any other act whatsoever. 

2. The popular mi,sapprehension.-But the popular apprehension, or 
rather misapprehension, is not according to the view now set forth. 
The common view seems to have two varieties. On the one hand, it is 
held that ordinary occupations of life are of a negative sort, having no 
particular connection with one's religion, except that one must preserve 
a religious life and character while engaged in them. On the other 
hand, we are told that these occupations, ot themselves and necessarily, 
make it difficult to maintain a true spiritual life, and that they must be 
looked upon with suspicion as likely to beguile the soul. 

In both these views there is more or less a repetition of the old 
Manichean and Monastic delusions, The body is set over against the 
1,oul ; the physical life is detached from t~e spiritual ; . the occupation !B 
made a force opposed to the worker; while the fact 1s that ~he one 1s 
nc•tl1iug witliout the other, and both are harmonious elements Ill a com
plde wliole. It is not so much what one does, as how he does it, that 
rnakn it the product of the physical or the spiritual lif~. Pray~r may 
be IJut noi~e, or the empty thoughts of an empty mmd; wlule the 
blioYiug of a plane, or the moving of a saw, may be more grand and 
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religious than the casting of en angel's crown before the throne-as it 
was once in a carpenter's shop et Nazareth. 

If a men cannot find in his daily work means of spiritual growth, 
either he has in hand a work for which God never designed him, or he 
has never learned the true way of working. It is really denying the 
fatherhood of God to think of him as having put 1:1s in a world where 
all kinds of drudgery must be done, and to suppose that all the while 
this drudgery must cheat us of his smiles, and rob us of that form of 
life which is his best gift to us. Any such misapprehension as has now 
been described, being t.horoughly erroneous, cannot fail to be followed 
by many harmful results. 

3. The evil results of the misapprehension.-As examples of the:!"e evil 
results it may be noticed, 

(1) That Christians are led to engage in that which is not lawful. 
'l'he religious element in all the acts of life being lost sight of, ~he 

highest effort is to avoid doing that which is positively wicked. Usually, 
too, there is a loss of power to perceive readily that which is wrong in 
common things. Forgetting that the means and processes must be as 
religious as the result, that on the way he must be as devout as at the 
end, the Christian is drawn aside into many things that bring a snare 
to his own soul and a reproach on the cause of Christ. How far can I 
go and not sin ? takes the place of the true question, Can I in this give 
myself most completely to Christ ? Many transactions in business, and 
many methods of managing church affairs, would scarcely bear tlia test 
of being regarded not merely as accessory to religion, but as a part of 
it. There are mercantile arrangements which Christian traders make, 
which could hardly be looked upon as being as solemn and devout 
matters as a prayer ; there are little games and tricks indulged in at 
bazaars, that one would hesitate to reckon as sacred as a sermon. 
Yet, if not thus devout and sacred, why should these things find a place 
in a life that has been wholly and for ever given to Christ ? 

(2) The Christian is led to select his work and working place from 
a wrong motive. 

If his work is not recognised as an element in his religious life, he will 
fail to hear any divine call to his occupation or his place. We recognise 
a call to the ministry; but we fail to remember that, in the truest sense, 
one is as much.called to any position in the church, or to any occupa
tion in life. If the whole body were mouth or tongue, where were the 
body? 
. The Bible nowhere warrants us in supposing that God brings a man 
mto the church of Christ to do nothing for that church, save on the 
Lord's-day, and the night of the weekly prayer-meeting. The whole 
heart and life are called for ; and if so, eaeh oue is called to be some
where, and just there to do somewhat. It is not alone the pastor, then, 
who is to obey his call at any sacrifice, and in his choice of a place fot· 
working to disregard the question of pecuniary gain. The layman as 
well is not to do this or that, go here or there, simply to be blessed in 
" basket and store." He, too, is to see that weak churches do not grow 
weaker, and strong ones become filled with unneeded workers, and so 
the kingdom of the Lord grow slowly. 

(3) The Christian fails to attain such growth in grace as is possible. 
Working, for the most part, from some other than the highest religious 
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motive~, it mnst. be that such a professor will fail to develop, ns much 
as is pm:~ible, the graces of the Christian character. What is worse 
it. will be fo, tnnate-since he pnts himself under the control of motive~ 
more or less worldl_v in their nature-if he does not injure and almost 
destroy what Christian life he 11lrc11ny has. No man can increase the 
fervency and power of his religious life except as he does religious work 
in a reljgious fashion. 'l'he failure therefore to recognise the ordinary 
occupations of life as being, in the truest sense, religious, must dwarf 
and weaken the Christi,m character. 

( 4) The Christian is led to distrust the ordinary work of the eh urch, 
and to be slow to engage in it. 

Looking upon his ~onunon life-work as irreligious and even worldly, 
and ha~ing already some religious life, he seeks to become more religious 
by something which seems to stand opposed to this work. This some
thing he cannot find in the ordinary church life, for this appear-s to be 
tco much like his daily occupalions. So he resorts to unusual ser
vices of worship, in which he seems to lose all connection with his 
routine life. Great crowds, eloquent prayers, sweet singing, solemn 
sermons, many hastening into the kingdom-these all combined seem to 
him the soil and air in which religion can best flourish and wax strong. 
Compared with these the humble services of the prayer-meeting, or the 
business-meeting of the church, the lowly round of daily toil made 
sweet by being done for Christ's sake, seem powerless and contemptible, 
and be returns to them after his religious feast with distrust and dimin
ished zeal. So that a great public religious movement may be, under 
right conditions, a sign of a healthy and powerful Christian life 
finding its natural outpouring; but it may also only be an evidence that 
a cold and worldly church life is struggling, under the power of a great 
error, after a fancied good. 

( 5) The Christian loses sight of the true dignity and joy of living. 
Seen only in itself, and with only the issues it presents in itself, 

human life appears to be a very pitiable and worthless drudgery. 
To toil, to eat, to sleep, to die-in all this there is not much b~auty or 
joy. Yet life is scarcely more than Lbis, if its ordinary occupations are 
not religious. If one may not every moment be acting with Christ, and 
for him, surely no "strait betwixt two" would be possible: let now 
thy servHnt depart would be the prayer of every true Christian soul. Yet 
even the Lord did not pray that we should be taken out of the world. 
Because, in all the work of life we may ever be with him, and gro~ 
more and more into his likeness as we more and more become his 
fellow-labourers. It is this that makes the drudgery of life a dignity, 
and its burdens a joy. . 

I remember that I stood one summer evening on the bank of a river 
which had been familiar to me from a boy. Many times I bad gazed 
upon it, and seen only water; but thi:1 evening this common water, 
catching the glow from the marvellous beauty of the western sky, as 
the sun went down, was changed into a pavement of gold, and jasper, 
beryl, ruby, and amethyst, on which an angel might not he_sit~te to 
walk. So tlie drudgery of our daily toil is common and mean m itself; 
but, wl.Jen it is seen in the light of the glory of God in t~e fa~e of Jesus 
Obrist, angels would gladly come to abide where only hie fnends, and 
his servants, may be.-From "Evtminer and Ckronic/,e." 
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WE welcome this book, not only because the author has clone his work wPII, 
11ud given us what is abund1tntly interesting, but also because the pro

duction of such o. work is possible under existing circumstances. In past 
generations, even in England, when people looked towards the palace they s1t.w 
u.nytbing hut o. pattern horn~, an abode of love, purity, and happiness; so that 
when we contrast our lot with that of our fathers we learn to value our privi
leges. The English people appreciate the Queen bece.use she bas exemplified 
ns o. ruler the righteousness which exalteth a nation, and because she has 
likewise set an admirable example as a woman and a mother. With excellent 
taste, without betraying the weaknesses of a court flatterer, Mr. Bullook has 
gatbere~ into a vor.l:' handsome _five shilling vol~me the things whic~ are chiefly 
interesting concernmg Her MaJesty, the late l'nnce Consort, the Pnncess Ahce, 
and others of the royal household. The book will yield satisfaction to m11ny 
wbo are interested in the subject, and who have not access to more expensive 
works. 

Speaking of the late Prince Consort, Mr. Bullock says that the records of his 
life '' exhibit the honoured career of one who most truly merited the high title of 
a Christian prince. The lessons of bis life, especially studied in the light of the 
counterpart example of royal excellence presented by our gracious Queen, have 
long exercised a powerful influence for good on the national mind. The public 
actions of the' Prince have furnished a rare model for all public men-the 
model of c>ne who ever ennobled his high station, although that station exposeJ 
him to peculiar difficulties and temptations. And still more powerful for gooJ 
has been the testimony of the Prince's home life, that life in which reul great
ness finds its noblest sphere as well as its most searching test.'' The mischief 
such a man might have wrought i~ beyond calculation, and we should be thunk
fol that through choosing righteousness he became a real blessing to the 
country of his adoption. "Those who bear in mind how widespread must be 
the influence which a royal court necessarily exerts,'' adds our author. are" able 
to e.pprecie,te the reformation in social and family life which the Queen and 
her consort so powerfully promoted in the land.'' 

The Princess Victoria, and Prince Albert were friends and corre,ponclents in 
earliest youth; bnt the letter from the latter congre,tulating the Queen on ber 
accession to the throne is e, model of its kind, and entirely free from all self
seeking and flattery. 

"Bonn, :26th June, 1:::i:37_ 
"My dee.rest Cousin,-! must write you a few lines to present you my sin

cerest felicitations on the great change which has ta.ken place in Jour lire. Now 
you 9:r~ queen of the mightiest land of Europe, in your hand lies the htippiness 
of millions. May heaven assist you, and strengthen you with its strengtll in 
that_ high and difficult task! I hope that your reign moy be long, ht1ppy, and 
glo1:ious, and that your efforts may be rewarded by the thankfuJne,s of yom 
subJects. May I pray you to think, likewise, sometimes of your cousins in 
Bonn, and to continue to them that kindness you favoured them with till now? 
Be assured that our minds arn always with you. I will not be indiscreet and 
abuse your time. "Believe always, 

"Your Majesty's most obedient and faithful servant, 
"ALUEH-r.'' 

The account of the betrothal and married life of the Queen is exceelliugly 
entertaiuing; and the rnvelations made sho1v that Her Majesty's coafhlence in 
the sympathy of her people corresponds with the public appreciation of her 

• England's Royal Home : The Home Life of the Prince Consort; M, moriitls of 
the Princess Alice. With other Papers :rnustrative of Royal In~idenlo. By t.he 
Rev. Charles Bullock, B.D. "Hand and Heart " Publishing Office. 
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private charncter. The following anecdote affords an insight into royal habits 
and home lifo, which is eminently creditable to all concemed :-

" A young man, then known only, if known at all, in the district for his 
extreme political opinions, commenced a mission with week-dny lectures nnd 
schools and savings' banks, in an extremely debe.sed corner, some forty or fifty 
miles from one of the royal residences. All things went on ,veil except the 
financial department. The young missionftl'y could not obtain money for his 
building purposes in snfficient quantities; he sought none for his own work. 
·what could he do? Boldly he applied to the Queen. The reguliu en<'J_uiries 
followed. No aid could ever be procured from that family without enquiries. 
Two or fi,e pounds were never sent to an applicant for the purpose of quieting 
conscience and getting rid of him. The plans were approved. From that time 
the Queen and the Prince took a warm interest in their working. The scheme 
was singularly successful. It was never forgotten amid the cares or the 
pleasures of the court, because the pleasures were not calcule.ted to drive the 
mission out of mind, and the cares were formed of kindred objects. That 
mission not only received pecuniary support, but wo.s a matter of continued per
sonal enquiry e.nd interest. The missionary was once a working man, who 
st11Jggled onwards and upwards through many difficulties. He became ulti
mately one of the leading home missionaries of the land." 

Now that be has gone, however, the most satisfactory thing that can be said 
of the Prince Consort is that death "found him looking to the Saviour of sin
ners for dying grace. When his last illness commenced in December, 1861, 
one of his physicians said to him, 'Your Royal Highness will be better in a few 
days.' He replied,' No, I shall not recover, but I am not taken by surprise: I 
am not afraid; I trust I am prepared.'" One of his favourite pieces during 
his illness was Toplady's '' Rock of Ages." Mr. Bullock quotes what the Hon. 
Baptist Noel said about the closing scene in the Prince's life: '' Me.ny a 
Pharisee dies quietly enough, thinking that his excellence of life will secure his 
admission to heaven; profli~ates, who never repented, yield themselves up 
silently to what they know to be ineritable ; but these words, from the lips of 
a man who knew the claims of God, and the way of salvation, express a hope 
entirely unlike these self-flatterers. The Prince knew that Jesus is the propiti
ation for our sins; that it is only when we are justified by faith we hava peace 
with God; and if with this .Im.ow ledge he could say, 'I am not afraid, I trust I 
am prepared,' it was because he had found peace in believing in Jesus." 

The memorials which :Mr. Bullock is able to give of the P1incess Alice abun
dantly testify to the Christian character of the depe.rted. The Princess over
flowed with sympathy for any in distress, and the consol9:tion she offered_ wa,~ 
that of the simple gospel. '' There is but one who can give you consolation, 
she wrote to one of her tutors who bad lost a daughter, "and we have that 
blessed hope of meeting again to part no more." In the Jette~ was an enclosur~, 
"Copied for Mr. Corbould by Alice"-" The souls of believers are at t~eu· 
death made perfect in holiness, and so immediately pass into glory-yes, im
mediately. There is to the departed spirit no middle state at all between earth 
and hea,en. Not but that millions of miles may intervene; not but that the 
two worlds may be parted by a fathomless abyss of cold, dull_ space ; y

0
et s"Y'i[t 

as never light went, swift as never thought went, flies the .JUSt man s spmt 
across the profound. One moment, the sick room, the scaffold, the stake; the 
next, the great deep swell of the angels' song." 

It should be a satisfaction for us all to know that the Princes~ Alice was 
never more happy than when engaged in Christian work. The poor around 
her adopted home in Germany felt the benefit of her influence, and she trans
lated a book by a London philanthropist, thinking it might prove usefu_l to 
others like-minded with herself. " Her last visit to Eastbourne was specrnlly 
identified with this Labit of loving ministry,'' se.ys Mr. Bullock. '' Sl~e en
deared herself to all during her residence by the interest she manifested ID the 
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poor or tho town. Mnny will remember the little phaeton, with the piebnld 
pony, wherain her Roye.I Highness might often ho.ve been seen, m10.ttended by 
o.n,v servtmt, driving with her husbo.nd upon some miAsion of mercy to the sick 
and needy. She visited the Sunday-school unknown o.t the time; o.nd when 
thero wo.s a children's service in the church ell the royo.l children were present." 

'fhe Princess went to Brighton to privately inspect the Home for Female 
Penitents. Mrs. Murro.y Vico.rs asked to be allowed to tell the girls '' that a 
daughter of the Queen ho.d come to see them," and in giving permission the 
visitor added, "But tell them that I come as e. woman o.mong women." On 
her return to Germany, the Princess sent some Bible pictures for the walls of 
the institution, and these words of cheer to Mrs. Vicars: "The spirit of trne 
Cbristio.n loving sympathy in which the work was begun by you, o.nd in 
which it is carried out, the cheerfulness you impo.rt, the motherly solicitude 
you offer to those struggling to return to a better life, cannot fail to restore 
in e. gren.t measure that feeliug of self-respect so necessary to those volun
tarily seeking once more e, virtuous life, e.nd, by so doing, regaining the respect 
of their fellow-creatures. 'Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these, my brethren, ye he,ve done it unto me.' In this spirit may the 
Home e.s well as the o.ssociation connected with it, continue its good work." 
During the Princess's visit to Eastbourne the stee.mboe.t dise.ster on the Thames 
occurred, e.nd this called forth her sympathy in e. practical form. The le.st 
letter she ever wrote is so.id to bo.ve been penned " in the midst of her own 
grief e.t the loss of her Mo.rie to the beree.ved Archbishop of Canterbury-words 
full of comfort o.nd hope.'' 

We rejoice to be o.ble to o.gree with Mr. Bullock that such e. woman as this 
was doubly royo.l. She belonged to the o.ristocracy of heaven while occupying 
one of the highest plo.ces of eo.rth; o.nd the pages from which we have briefly 
quoted constitute the best memorio.l to be obtained of the Princess's life. The 
book may be said to be o.s suggestive and instructive o.s it is historice.lly enter
t.aining. Even Lord Beo.consfield's displo.y of theatrical pyrotechnics about 
"the kiss of deo.th" is me.de more complete by Dr. Maguire's verses. ,v e ho.ve 
also-not in the best of English-a cbaro.cteristic specimen of Dr. Cumming's 
modesty in 11. description by himself of e. sermon preo.cbed at Balmoral. Ho tells 
us it wo.s "neither e,n eloquent, nor e. logico.l, nor e, clever sermon." Then, of 
course, no hook o.bout the royo.l fo.mily could be compiled without" the ReT. J. 
H. Wilson" turning up in divers shapes; o.nd, accordingly, be appears o.s 
usual in Mr. Bullock's pages, We hope Mr. Wilson m11y never lose his reason, 
but if' he ever should go mo.d it will be on this point. 

Thus we see tbo.t Christ in the palo.ce is a greo.ter blessing than any earthly 
g?od; o.nd the publico.tion of " Engle.ud's Roye.I Home" may well encouro.ge 
high and lowly 11.like to strive after more grace, and to excel in Christlike work. 

u i~tst sl,all go anrn:~.tt 
THE comment of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the sente~ce of the wicked,_ at 

the close of the parable of the sheep and the goats, 1s of remarko.ble sig
nificance-" These shall go 11.wo.y into everlasting punishment!" An uttempt 
ho.s been ma.de by some to elimina.te the terms '' eterno.l punishment," o.nd by 
others to tone down their meo.ning, Now, if we consent to expunge the terms 
objected to, does that o.lter the fact. or mitigo.te the doom-" These sha11 go 
~wt1.y "? If they " go o.wn.y '' from bee.Ten, the only alterne.ti~e state re_vealed 
1s hell; if they "go uwo.y" from Christ there is no other Sanour conce1vo.ble, 
and, consequently, they are lost beyond all hope of recovery. If tlrnt is not 
~ternal punishment we foil to discover any other term by which we cau express 
It.-V.J, c. 
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The Sp111·_qe011 Rii-thday Book and 
A11/()<'r"/'hic llPgi.,ter: containing a 
Me1_Rphor. Si~nile, Allegory, or J\lus-
1 rat 1011 for hw•ry Day in the Y enr. 
Compiled from the ,vorks of C. H. 
SrrRGEO:S. Lon<lon: Passmore and 
Al11h11stl'r, P:lternoster Buildings. 

THIS birthday album contains extracts 
from l\lr. Sp;1rgeon's writings, selected 
bv a friend. It has in it facsimiles of 
the ~i~natures of Mr. and Mr!!. Spur
treon, and - think t.hat thousands will 
be glad to buv it. It will be ready on 
June Hlth, .Mr. Spurgeon's birthday. 
Price two sliillings and sixpence. 

The Epi..•tle of St. Paul to the Pliilip
pim,s. A free translation. By H. 
AR:SOLD TRmus, M.A. ,vmiam 
Ma<:k, 4, Paternoster Square. 

SocR translations 11re often very useful, 
for thry enable tire general reader to 
oa.tch the run of a book or an epi,tle. 
We are, therefore, pleased thnt Mr. 
Thomas has executed this work; but at 
the same time he ha~ made much too 
free a translation for our liking-we 
want no freedom in translating inspired 
words, the more literal the better. 

Tlie Mau]'te Turn Off. By T. D1: WITT 
TALMAGE, D.D. lllustrated. R. D. 
Dickinson. 

WITH Mr. Talmage in preaching the 
gospel we are lieartil_v at one, but from 
Mr. Talmage as au amateur detective 
we pnl't company. It way not only be 
riglit to enter tue <lens of New York in 
order to expose their evils, but it may 
even be heroic to do so : it is not, bow
e1·er, a work which we would undertnke 
for any consideration, nor one from 
whicL, according to our judgment, any 
great uene!it cau arise. Mr. Talmage 
seems to us to make fmall progress in 
depth of spirituality and fulness of 
di,,ine experience, but to be straining 
1,imself to say striking tLings. This is 
not a state of things to be commended, 
an<l we hop~ th,1t the preacher will 
grow out of it; at tlie same time we arc 
,ure that Lis i-errnons l1a1·e charms for 
many miud,, aud tl,at they do not de
serve tlJe sa1·11g-e condenrnation wi,ich 
•critic, L~1·e poure 1 upon theu1. 

Go~pel Songs and olhe1· A1elfral Pieces. 
B.v WILLIAM 'l'. McAusLANE. Glos. 
i:row: Charles Glnss and Co. London: 
Houlston 11n<l Sons. 

WE do not wonder thnt many of these 
sonp;s an<l pier.es hn,·e been accepted by 
various periodicals, nor that they are 
now collected by tbei1· author and issued 
in o. volume. There nre in it some 
lame verses with unequal feet, but as a 
whole the book is much beyond the 
average of the poetry which comes be
fore us; and there nre stanz11S of con
s idernble merit. The piece upon the 
" Effects of Example" strikes us as 
being a very forcible plea fo1· total 
abstinence. 

A Homiletic Encyclopmdia of lllush·a
tious in Theology and Moral,. Se
lected and arranged hy R. A. BER
TRAM. R. D. Dickinson. 

Tms strikes us as being a very valuable 
compilation, such as might take a life
time for a man to form for himself. !twill 
be a golden treasury to those who know 
how to use it discreetly, but it will be 
of still more value to those who are led 
by its example to attempt the pro
duction of common-place-books for 
themselves. Mr. Bertram must have 
taken great pains, and exercised much 
holy industry in collecting the import
ant extracts whi~h are here carefully 
arranged and placed under their sepn
rate heads. The volume is an important 
addition to a minister's library. 

Representative Nonconformists: with the 
11tessage of their l(f'e-worlt /'or to-day. 
By tbe Rev. A. B. GaosART, LL.D., 
F.S.A. Hodder and Stoughton. 

Tms iR a charming volume, and if men 
can still enjoy graciously racy writing it 
will be sure to meet with n host of 
readers. So greatly do we value these 
reviews of Howe, Baxter, Rutherford, 
and Matthew Henry, that we have read 
the last to the assembled College, nnd 
the men unanimously folt that never 
was an hour spent more pleasantly nnd 
profitably. Mr. G1·osnrt would d_o tli_e 
world au,] the church arent se1•v1ce 1f 
he would gil'e us all the great Puritnns, 
sketched in the same masterly style. 
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Maidens of Sc1·ipture, By M. E. 
'fowNsErm. London : HatcharJs. 

A DOZEN brief sketches of Bible heroine~ 
in simple langunge and with pl11inly 
pointed mornls. This book is suit>ible 
as a gift lo the girls in an orclinary Sun
day-school class. It is not eq11al to 
some other efforts of this authoress, 
but still it is very good .. 

Handbooks for Bible Classe.,. The 
Epi•tle of P(lul to the Churches of 
Galatfo. With Introcluction and 
Notes by the Rev. JAMES MAC

GREGOR. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. 

A SERIES of such handbooks will he a 
great g11in to teachers. This part of 
the work is very well done, and if the 
rest of the books should show an equal 
condensation of thought the result will 
be beyond praise. We are a little afraid 
tbnt Gene~is and other books cannot be 
done in the space. The handbook 
cannot give a teacher all that he wants, 
but it will help him. 

Zechariah and hi., Prophecies, Con
sidered in Relation to llfodem Criti
ci.,m.; with a Critical and Gramn\atieal 
Commentary. By CHARLES H. H. 
WRIGHT, B.D. Hodder and Stough
ton. 

Tms is the Bampton Lecture volume, 
and it is worthy of its predecessors. 
There is next to nothina extant in our 
language upon Zecha~iah, and M1·. 
Wright has laid us all under great 
obligations by proJucina this learned 
and laborious volume. It is not an ex
position for the multitude, but for the 
earnest student who wishes to under
sta_n~ the original, and to know what the 
Sp_1r~t has saiJ to us by his prophet. 
Mm1sters will find fourteen shillings well 
spent upon the .purcha•e of such a 
standard exposition. We do not pre
tend tu have read it throuo-h but such 
a perusal as we have been nbl~ to nffurd 
convince~ us of it~ great value. 

Th~ Refo1·malion. Papers on Luther, 
l\.?ox, Tl,e Inquisition, and the Pil
grim F,1thers. 'Written for the Young, 
by the late Mr~. HARRIET CRISP. 
S. \V. P11rtriclge nnd Co. 

A v1:ay smnll book which supl?lies a 
very great wnnt. Its extensive c1rculn
tion \Vould do much to counteract the 

poison of Rituali.im nnrl State Church 
pretensions which infects the atmo~phere 
of the religioui world. How constantly 
do our young folks hear their ministerij 
introduce into their sermons the names 
of Luther, Knox, and the Reformation 
as illustrations of the power of divine 
truth Rnd of the conr1 ,iests of the gospel 
over P,1pal superstition; and yet how 
little do they know of them. They have 
only time to mention the names of the 
Lord's mighties, and they take it for 
granted that their intelligent hearers 
are pretty well posted up in D'Aubignc's 
"Reformation," or Dr. '\,Vylie's mag
nificent " History of Protestantism." 
Ilut Liow about the youngsters? liVell, if 
father says he'll tell inquisitive Frank all 
about these glorious men and their great 
work for Uo<l "another day,'' let him in 
the meantime put Mrs. Crisp's little 
book into his bands while he himself 
looks up his '' Wylie.'' The chapters 
are marvellously well written, are as full 
of inform,tti,m "as an egg is full of 
meat,'' and will imbue the young reader 
with an enthusiastic admiration for both 
the leaders an,! the prieciples of ci vii 
and religious liberty. \Ve were espe
cially pleased with the chapters on New 
England and the Piigrim Fathers. 

The Historical Finger-Post. A Handv 
Book of Terms, Phrases, Epithets, 
Cognomens, Allusion•, &c., in con
neetion with Universal History. By 
EowaRD SHELTON. Roulston and 
Sons. 

To many persons of ordinary education 
such an ingtructive volume as this will 
be invaluable. The compiler b:is worked 
hard, nnd consulted a large number of 
Yolumes, an1l his selections from them 
have been very judiciously made. 
U ,ini test qnestions we b,we usually 
found somethini on every subject, with 
the exception of the words which con
cern the lbptist~ and their histor_v; there 
we found nothing except Anabaptist,·, 
whi.:h is n term of contempt.. In other 
respects we can give unqualified prai~e. 
The index is exceedingly good, and the 
arrangement is lucid, and. as I\ co111-
p11.nio11 to thr newspaper, the Fi11gPr
post is remr.rk 1bly useful, faithful, and 
complete. Our young friends will fiml 
this a good investment for a spare h:ilf
crown. 
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The A,alm.•. The Authorised Ver~ion 
in the Originnl Rhythm. By Rev. 
"r· M. SINCLAIR. 

WE nre afraid that this honest attempt 
to unfold the beauty of the Psalms is 
too elementary for those who ha,·e 
fuller and more suggestive works, and 
too technical to be popular with the 
mass of readers. It supplies no lack in 
interpretation, exposition, or practical 
divinity: and we fail to see who could 
be helped by it. 

The Women of E11!fUlnd: their Dutie., 
and Re.<ponsibilitie.~ at the Present 
Crisis. London: William Hunt and 
Co. 

A LITTLE tractate, containing sound 
evangelical, but not very novel or 
powerful, advice. We do not think the 
women of to-day like so much of the 
goody-goody styie as this little brochure 
contains. Our literature for women 
needs greatly strengthening in tone, if 
it is to be acceptable to them. The 
good ladies of our acquaintance have, 
as a rule, quite as much sense as the 
men, and a great deal more grace. 

Our Picture Book. With upwards of 
Six Hundred Illustrations. Compiled 
by the Editor of The Briti.•h W,:,rk
man. S. W. Partridge and Co. 

HAPPY are the girls or boys who are 
able to ~peak of this splendid compila
as " Our Picture Book"! Tbe kind 
and genial editor of The British Work
man was the right man to make such a 
selection as this, and we can confi
dently reco=end parents who want a 
first-rate scrap-book for their children 
to wake them a present of this one. 
Studies in the Acts of the Apostles. By 

the Rev. J. CYNDDYLAN JoNES. Houl
ston and Sons, Paternoster Row. 

THESE are studies in the Acts of the 
Apostles, as the title expresses, not of 
them. They are studies, not of the 
principal parts of them, but of incidents 
connected with them. They are suffi
ciently original to render them worth 
publishing; and sufficiently in harmony 
with gospel truths to render them worth 
reading. The talent evinced by the 
author in giving new interest to well 
known pas,ages of Scripture will lead 
him, we hope, to give us studies in 
otLer parts of' Lhe sacred l'oluine. 

Christ and the Soul. Texts selected 11.nd 
Spiritual Songs written by A. L. O. E. 
Nisbet and Co. 

Tm: ~election of texts is admirable• 
and, though the poetl'y is not of th~ 
most in~piring kind, yet this little book 
is ~aluable, and it will be welcomed hy 
many as a pocket compnnion and help 
to devotion. 

Hymns of Love and Tha11kfulness. By 
A. M. JAMES. London : Hatchards. 

THIRTY-TWO short hymns, manifesting 
much piety and a little poetry. The 
chief merit of these hymns is that they 
are short. We prefer this writer's prose 
to his verse. 

The l,£ind and Word of God; or; 
Biblical Readings and Aids to De
votion. By FRANCIS PRIMEY. Elliot 
Stock. 

OuR dislike for liturgical services is not 
removed by this latest attempt to im
prove our· present free method. Where 
ministers and people like " worshipping 
by machinery" this will be welcome; 
but we are persuaded that in most of 
our churches there is still spiritual life 
enough to m11ke such a help to devo
tion as this unnecessary. 

Judgment and Mercy; or, How the Lor!l 
dealt with a Lamb that had Forsaken 
the Flock. A Faithful Record of 
Simple Fact. London : Nisbet and 
Co. 

THE fullest credit for good intention 
ought to be accorded to the writer of 
these volumes ; but we are afraid that 
their publication is a mistake. Men and 
women stronrr in the Christian life wiD 
not care to 

O 

follow the metaphysical 
soul-scrutiny and morbid moralising 
which very largely make up these two 
volumes of closely-printed matter, 600 
pages in all; while "!avering and doubt
ing ones are not likely to be ID;u_ch 
helped by such a record. Some ab1h~y 
both of natural description and vivid 
relation of incident is manifested by 
the writer; but we think it a pity t~at 
he has misapplied his talents. Christian 
experience is always useful; but some 
Chri8tians have a good deal of exp~
rience which is not Christian, und th1& 
had better be left unwritten. 
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A Commentary 011 St. Paul', Epiatle 
to the Roman.Y, By JosEPH AoAa 
BEET, Hodder and Stoughton. 

A SINGULAR infatuation leads our Wes
leyan friends to comment upon the 
Epistle to the Romans. In our judg
ment that epistle contains teachings 
which are much ot variance with Armi
nianism ; but our friends think not so. 
Well, if they will go wrong on these 
points, and even apostolic lamps cannot 
enlighten them, what can we say? 
Why, that the tone e.nd temper of the 
esteemed brother, whose work is now 
before us, are so admirable that if the 
doctrinal question must continue it is 
well to have it discussed.after so kindly 
a fashion. It is well, also, to know what 
can be said upon his side of the question. 
To our mind Mr. Beet is less an Armi
nian than he thinks, though he is a 
great deal more sq than we should care 
to be. His comment has many excel
lencies, but it fails to expound Paul's 
meaning in Romans viii. and ix. accord
ing to our view of the question; and this 
lessens its value. Still, we think so 
much of the book that we shall keep it 
among our books of reference, and we 
hope to see his comments upon other 
epistles. 

Sermons. By the Rev. PHILLIPS 
BROOKS. London: Richard D. 
Dickinson. 

THESE Sermons would never have 
been brought under public notic~, if 
they had not come from o rector of 
an Episcopal church at Boston, in 
America; and had they not po8sessed 
the modern ottraction of originality of 
thought struggling for expression in 
a loose and irregular style. They ore 
!Dore rational than evangelical, more 
intellectual than rational, and more 
emotional than intellectual. How far 
the two extremes of this book and the 
~ew Testament are apart may be 
Judged by one brief quotation: "Such, 
~hen, is the story of Christ's crucifixion, 
m and with and for humanity. It is no 
fant~stic conception of the imputation 
to Hun of a sinfulne~s which wos not His, 
of God'~ counting him guilty of wicked
ness winch He had never done. It is 
something infinitely, awfully more renl 
than that." If we inquire what thnt 
something fa, we are told it is an 

e:'ample of self sacrifice, or dying unto 
sm. ::luch sermons, and their name is 
legion, remind us of thoae word~ of the 
for-seeing Isaiah: " Behold, all ye that 
kindle a fire, that compass yo11rsel ves 
about with sparks: walk in the Ji,,ht of 
your fire, and in the sparks that y; have 
kindled. This shall ye have of mine 
hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.'' 
"This verse,'' a certain commentator 
observes, "is addressed to the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, and such as refuse the 
light of the Divine word, but kindle a 
fire of their own, compassing them8el ves 
about with fahe doctrines and corrupt
ing the truth. The power of Christ 
shall extinguish all such, and envelope 
them ,vith darkness and despair." It is 
not surely with unrighteous indignation 
that we thus speak, when we see those 
in high places of the church on both 
sides of the Atlantic, who, when for the 
time they ought to be teachers, ha n~ 
need that one teach them again which 
be the first principles of. the oracles of 
God. 

The Biblical Jl,Juseurr,. !3,Y JAME!'> 
CoPMER GRAY. Old lestament. 
Vol. V. Ezra to Job. Elliot Stock. 

WE can only repeat our hearty com
mendation of this most useful popular 
Commentary. To our Sabbath-school 
teachera, and the ordinary run of Bible 
readers it is simply priceless. As much 
as possible is condensed into the space, 
and the matter is exceedingly weH 
selected. 

Beauty for Ashes. By ALEXANDE& 
D1cKSON. London: Nisbet and Co. 

SIXTEEN discourses, selected, we should 
suppose, to inspire and help the affiicted 
and tried. Though there is not mucu 
in it th11t is very new or brilliant, yet 
the volume is full of Christ, tender 
and sweet in its treatment of sull~rinz 
ones, and calculated to gladden the 
troubled and mourning spirit. The sty le 
is textual rather than homiletical, am\ 
tho1wh scriptural it is discursive, and 
would be all the better for cat·eful reYi
sion and excision. But, allowing all this, 
there is still enough of solid and sub
stantial spiritual food to make it valu
able to Goll's atllicted people. 
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.·hlerdoles of the T-l'esle!f": ill1utrali1,e 
at' their Character and Pe1·so11al Ilis
l~r11. By the Rev. J. U. WAKELEY, 
"·ith an introduction by the Rev. J. 
M. Clintc•ck, D.D., LL.D. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

TEl'iTR edition, and no wonder, for the 
"tories nre well selected nnd the book 
is gorgeousl_y cln<l. The book has at
tractions for others besides \Veslevans; 
ns it well may 1111\'e, for the "i'esley 
famil~- were instinct with life, and be,._a-at 
notnble incidents, as fat pa~tures bring 
t~,rth kin)!•Cups and daisies. For a 
quiet leisure hour commend U!I to such 
a book. nnd, oh, for more sweet leisure 
to quaff from rnch a goblet: more rest 
would make toil more effectual, and the 
heart 11,ore fre,h for holy labour. 

Shak.,1peare's Debt to tlte Bible : witl1 
Memorial Ill11st,·ations. By the Rev. 
CHARLES BoLLocK, B.D. 1. Pater
noster Buildings. 

TnE same matter, so far as Shakspenre 
is concerned, has been arrnnged by 
other hands in volumes well )mown to 
the public, but Mr. Bullock ha~ even 
more fully Christianized it. We are 
glad to see how wisely our author deals 
with the theatre, whioh we dare not 
hope Clln ever be redeemed from its 
alliance with vice. Shakspeare, with 
all his blemishes, is purity itself com
pared with most stage-writers, nnd th.e 
quantity of wholesome truth, and even 
:Scriptural doctrine which he has worked 
into his plays is very remarkable. The 
book is worthy of a wide circulation. 

iotts. 
CoxrEB.EXCE.-The Fifteenth Annual 

Conf.rence of 1be Pastors' ColJPge Asso
ciation was commenced on :]',/onday afle1·
""""• )la'!i 5, at three o"clock, by a well 
attended prayer-meeting et the College, 
at which Pastor W. Williams (Upton 
Chapel) presided. (Everything should be
gin with prayer.) At seven, the regular 
pr11yer-meeting at the Tabernacle was 
made a season of special supplication fur a 
blessing upon tbe engagements of the 
week. (It is good for the church to pray 
for its ministers.) The ,ice-prehident was 
in the chair, several of the brethren 
prayed, and addressfs were given by 
Pa.stor T. W. Medhuret. Land port; and 
Mr. Clarke, of Spezzia. l\Ieanwhi!P, dur
ing - the same afternoon, about two 
hundred of the pastors and students were 
entutained at tee. at Trinity Chapel. John 
Street, Edgware Road, by in,·itation of 
Pastor J. 0. Fellowes and his friends. At 
seven, the char el was crowded for a 
public meeting, the prei;ident was in the 
chair, and a right good, warm-hearted 
meeting it was. Mr. Norris'e (Bedminster) 
appeal for men to go to China, and Mr. 
H11miltor,'• account of the vrork in Cape 
Town, were memorable notes in e. meet
ing where each of the addressee had a 
•pecial charm. It was a glorious bela(in
Ding of a happy week. At the sugge•tion 
of the chairman the collecti<•ll, whil'h 
amounted to £20, Wa.8 gi,·en to Mr. 
Hamilton fur hie new chapel in Cape 
Town, for wLith he nttdo liberal help at 
thia pr&oent. 

On Tuuday moming, May 6, at the 
College, the first hour was spent in special 
thanksgiving and prayer. The president, 
whose entr_v was the signal for the " band 
of brothers " to sing the doxology, referred 
in his inaugural address to the fraternity 
existing amongst the members of the Con
ference, glanced o t the general outlook, 
and then spoke with special reference 
"To the discouraged." These were coun
selled (I) not to be so discouraged as to feel 
satisfied without success, (2) to remember 
that others have their burdens, (3) not to 
judge themselves by others, (4) to take 
·care of their own piety, (5) to be them
selves happy in the Lord, (6) to be patient 
in labour, (i) to have a single eye to God's 
glory, and (8) to encourage others even 
when they were depressed themselves. 
The address, which lasted more than an 
hour and a half, was closed with the expres
sion of the speaker's prayer that those who 
fell asleep with e. great heaviness upon them 
might be encouraged through some such 
visions as were given to Abraham, Jacob, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Zeche.riah, and Paul. 
After a Rhort interval prayer was offered 
by Mr. Vv. P. Lockhart, of Liverpool; and 
the Conference bu~iness was transact,ed, 
among which record was made of the fall
ing ftl!)eep in Christ of our beloved bretb1·en 
Nes@, Wills, Burtt, Gregory, and Mead. 
The names of thirty-six students were 
added to the Conference roll, and the 
officers were unanimously re-elected. 

In tho evening a Soi1·1Je was held flt the 
Orphanage. Our sweet singers, Messrs. 
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:Moyers, Smith, Burnham, Chamberlain, 
and Pinker, and the orphnn b"ys sang us 
many of the songs of Zion. It was meet 
thot we should praise the Lord for bis 
goodness to us all through another year, 
11nd we all rejoiced with fall hoe.rte. Mr. 
Fergusson save us e. eonl-see.rching e.d
drees on the enquiry, " What is minis
toriiLl success ?" Mr. Hamilton told us 
more a.bout his wonderful work in Cape 
Town; Ch,irlee Davis, one of the orphane, 
recited, "The blind boy," as a prelude to 
Mr. Chamberlain's solo, " Shew me thy 
face"; Pastor J. Dodwell (Middlaton 
Cheney) ree.d his paper on "John the 
Baptist e.nd ourselves," and a most enjoy
able meeting was brought to a. close by a. 
few ee.rnest words from Mr. Lockhart. 
It was a love feast indeed. 

On Wednesday 111on1ing, May 7, after a 
seaecm of devotion, the Vice-President 
spoke upon the words of the Lord Jesus 
to his disciples, "Henceforth I call you 
not servants ; . , . but I have called 
you friends." It was indeed good to be 
there. We next had the privilege of 
listening to a delightful pa.per from our 
esteemed friend Pastor H. 0. Mackey 
(Southampton) on" Inward qualifications 
for the ministry: how to develop and 
maintain them." We need not say more 
about the pa.per now, as we hope soon to 
present it to our readers in foll. The 
morning session was solemnly hut suit
ably closed by Mr. Gracey's trenchant 
essay on "Our present position with re
gard to the doctrine of future punish
ment." We separated, feeling that our 
hearts were the better for the instruction 
which we had received, and for the solemn 
truths which had been loid before us. 

In the evening, the subscribers to the 
College partook of tea together, and after
wards assembled for the annual meeting, 
under the able presidency of T. A. Denny, 
Esq. Prayer was offored by ll!r. G. T. 
Congrove, the annual reporb was presented 
by the President, addresses were delivered 
by the Chairman, our venerable tutor, Mr. 
Rogers, Pastor W. Hamilton, Messrs. 
Charles and Thomas Spurgeon, Messrs. 
Clar!, e and Smith, Mr.Alderman McArthur, 
llI.P., and Mr. Thomas Blake, M.P., and 
solos were sung by our evangelists, Smith, 
Burnham, and Parker. The company 
then adjourned to the leeture-hall under 
the Tabernacle, to partake of the supper 
once more provided by ::llr. Phillips, and 
before the proceedings closed more th,m 
£~,000 had been presented to the College 
1unds. Praise ye the Lord. 

_ 'l'lw,·sday morning, May B, commenced 
with special thunksg1ving for the mercies 

of the previous evening, and prayer for 
future blessings. P .. stor S. Pilling (Bla-ok
pool) read a paper on "Spiritual Stagna
tion : its cause and cure,'' un<I after a 
brief discussion, Pastor R. F. ,Jeffrey 
(Kingsgate Street Chapel, Holb)rn) rc"d 
his p,tper on "The Pent.,costal prayer 
meeting : its Place and Power in the 
Primitive Church." These importrrnt 
pe.pers were followed hy a number of 
short speeches upon the way to make 
prayer-meetings interesting, and it was 
agreed that one day in the year should 
be set apart by every member of 
the Conference for simultaneous prayer 
to God by the whole of our a.ssociated 
churches. We recommend the brethren 
to arrange for this year to have one meet
ing or more for special prayer on Monday, 
June 23, which is probably the most r.on
venient day in the proximity of Mid
summer. We shall immediately issue a 
paper upon this day of prayer, and we beg 
all the brethren to observe the day with 
great earnestness-

In the evening, as many friends as we 
could accommodate were present at tea, 
and afterwards we had the largest public 
meeting that we have ever had during our 
conferences. The President referred in 
detail to the work of the College, which 
continues to be most cheeri~ and suc
cessful. Mr. Gracey presented to the 
President the College contribution to the 
Testimonial Fund-£414 8s. 9d. (This 
amount is included in the larger sum 
which was presented to us afterwards.) 
The gift of love was affectionately accepted 
for the Lord's work, to which it i,i to be all 
applied, while the words of praise that ac
companied it were passed on to the noble 
band of co-workers without w horn the work 
could never have grown to its present 
dimensions. Shortly afterwards 1Ir. 
Murrell came on the platform to speak to 
us, and we gladly seized the opportunity 
of saying how much we owe to his thought
ful and untiring help in almost e,ery de· 
partment of our vast enterprise. In his 
reply he very earnestly thanked the con
tributors to the weekly offering, which 
last year realized £1,S7S, and asked them 
still to continue in that wav to show their 
love to the College. "Re-member," said 
our friend, "when the money comes in 
week by week, we are able to pay our 
way just at the right time. There is 
nothing like the weekly offering, so mind 
you keep it up." (Blessed be Gvd for this 
brother's zeal for the weekly off,ring 
which is right iu principle and noble in 
practice.) Address~s were delivered 
by Pastors W. Hamilton, C. A. D,n-is, 
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(Bredford), W. Usher (Daore Park), and 
G. Samuel (Penge\; and the evangelistg 
again led the singing. The ministers and 
students were then once more feasted on 
the good things prepared by lllr. Phillips, 
who was heartily thanked by the Presi
dent in the name of the whole assembly. 
A right roy11l day had this been all along. 

Friday, May 9, the last and best day of 
the feast, began with a sweet season of 
prayer ; after which the President read 
and expounded Philippians ii., and then 
our dear old Father Rogers spoke to us 
for more than an hour from the words of 
the apostle Paul: " I laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with me." 
It was one of the raciest, wisest, and most 
faithful addresses to which we have ever 
listened. Our venerable friend will soon 
retire from his regular College work, but 
he will be with us in heart and soul as 
long as he lives. He cert.ainly gives us 
his best things last. Having listened to 
the oldest member of our College family 
we were very pleased next to have an ad
dress from Mr. Thomas Spurgeon, the last 
admitted student. His subject was part of 
Mark vi. 1 : "His disciples follow him." 
All felt that the Master himself spoke to 
us by his youthful servant, and our hearts 
were touched with holy emotion. Then 
followed the commnnion, and the closing 
psalm was snng as 11Sua.l by all present, 
who stood with hands linked in token of 
the union existing between them. At the 
&inner table it was reported that the stu
dents and their churches had contributed 
over £433 during the year to the College 
funds, in addition to the amount added to 
the Testimonial. Thanks were given with 
hearty cheers to me.ny of our generous 
helpers, and especially to Mrs. Spurgeon 
for the books with which so many poor 
preachers' libraries have been enriched. 
Here ended another of the Feasts of 
Tabernacles, and every man went unto his 
own home strengthened and me.de glad. 

On Monday, May 12, the prayer-meet
ing was turned in the direction of foreign 
missions, and our hearts were cheered by a 
letter from a missionary in China who had 
been one of the Tabernacle Sunday-school 
teachers, and from another missionary who 
had gone frDm the College Bvening Classes, 
It was a young man's night, and it was 
refreshing to observe how the missio:aary 
feeling is kindled in the church and the 
College, and promising brethren are yield
ing themselves to the divine call. 

THE TE:;Trnu:<IAL PRESE!iTATION.-The 

services held in commemoration of the 
completion of the twenty-fifth year of 
our pastorate were continued from Bttn
day, May 18th, to Ttte,iday, thtJ 20tlt. 
On the Sunday we preached in the 
morning from H1\bakkuk iii. 2, and in the 
evening from Psalm lxv. 11, Both the 
sermons will be published, together with 
the papers read, speeches delivered, and 
hymns sung at the meetings held in con
nection with the presentation of the Pas
toral Silver Wedding Testimonial. We 
sh1\ll, therefore, give here only a brief 
outline of the proceedings. The meeting 
on Monday evening was set apart exclu
sively for praise and thanksgiving. It 
was preceded by a tea in the school-room, 
to the poorer members of the church, as it 
was the pastor's especial wish that if any 
persons should have more JOY than others 
at the various gatherings, it should be the 
poor of the ftock, who are dear to the Lord. 
The meeting in the Tabernacle was be
yond all former experience joyful. The 
prayers, or rather praises, were offered as 
far as possible by representatives of the 
various sections of the church. The 
pastor and co-pastor expressed the grati
tude of the whole membership as well as 
their own : Mr. William Olney gave 
thanks in the no.me of the deacons, Mr. 
Perkins in the name of the elders, Mr. 
Allison for the members and Colportage 
workers, Mr. Thomas Spurgeon for the 
young Christians, Mr. Pearce for the Sun
day-school, Mr. Charlesworth for the 
Orphanage, and Mr. E. J. Parker for the 
College. The pastor then delivered his 
address of thanksgiving, which is printed 
in full in the report of the proceedings, 
to which we would direct our readers. 
All the while hymns and psalms varied 
the strain, and the whole assembly made 
a joyful noise unto the Lord who dwelleth 
in Zion. 

The following evening, o.s many of the 
contributors to the testimonial fund and 
bazaar as could be accommodated in the 
lecture hall and schools met for tea, o.nd 
afterwards adjourned to the Tabernacle, 
which was soon crowded to its utmost 
capacity in every part, not alone by mem
bers of the church, but by loving friends 
from all parts of England. Joyful hymns 
were sung while the congregation was 
gathering, and when every inch of space 
was full, prayer was offered by the pastor, 
and Mr. Stott (St. John's Wood). Mr. 
B. W. Carr, one of our deacons, then read 
a very valuable paper on "The Church 
during the Ministry ot Pastor C. II. 
Spurgeon," Pastor J. T. Wigner and Mr. 
W. Higgs presented a letter of congratu-
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lation from the Committee of the London 
Dnptist Association, and Mr. Wigner also 
expressed his delight at being permitted 
to convey such a communication on such 
nn occa.sion. Our brother and beloved 
co-pa.stor followed in 11, brief expression 
of his gratitude to God and his love to us, 
nnd then ea.me Dr. Stanford with 11, 

wonderful paper on" The Ba.ptistChurches 
twenty-five years ago nnd now.'' All 
this was interspersed with gladsome song. 
At length came deacon Wm. Olney, who 
made the presentation in the name of the 
treasurers and contributors of the fund. 
Most appropriately he commenced by 
giving to the Lord the whole of the glory 
for all the success which had been 
achieved during the past twenty-five 
years, and then in affectionate terms he 
declared to us the love of the brethren, 
11.nd made formal presentation of the mag
nificent sum of £6,233 I0s. Sd. Our bro
ther presented the bronze clock and 
oruaments which it was decided should be 
placed in our study as 11, memorial of the 
deed of love thus consummated. 1'he re
ception given to us when we rose to 
express our thanks for this crowning act 
of twenty-five years ofkindness,sympathy, 
union, and help cannot be described. 
What we said was quite unworthy of the 
occasion, but it was hard to speak at all. 
We have no doubt many of our readers 
will be pleased to pessess the little me
morial volume which will be to the pre
sent and future generations a record of 
the abounding mercy and grace of the 
Lord to one of his churches, and at the 
same time an encouragement to all those 
who determine to know nothing among 
men save Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

CoLLEOE.-During the past month the 
following students have accepted pastor
ates :-Mr. E. G. Evans, at Regent-street, 
Belfast; Mr. W. Goacher, at Hather
leigh, Devon; Mr. J. Rankin, at Guild
ford ; Mr. J. W. Nichol, at Horncastle ; 
and Mr. M. Mather, at Holbeach, Lincoln
shire. Mr. A. V. Papengouth has been 
accepted by the Baptist Missionary Society 
as a missionary to Hayti, West Indies; 
and Mr. Kendon proposes to sail for 
Jamaica. Mr. H. Cocks will remove from 
Ballymena to Canada to labour there. 

Friends who are likely to visit Worth
ing this summer may be pleased to learn 
that a Baptist :church was formed in that 
town last month with very encouraging 
prospects. Mr. W. F. Stead, the pastor, 
will be glad to see as many visitors as 
possible at the services in the Montague 
Hall. 

ORPHANAOE.-1'hanks are heartily given 
to generous friends at St. Albans, Leighton 
Buzzard, Chelsea, and John 8treet, Edg
wa.re Road, for so kindly assisting the 
Orphan Choir in their services of song. 
We a.re personally grateful to friends whom 
we will not mention by name, but whose 
names a.re on our heart. Please to take 
notice that tlte Annual Fete of the Or
phanage rvill be held at the Stocltroell 
Orpltanage <>n the Pastor's Birthday, 
June 19. We shall be glad to eee country 
friends. 

IMPORTANT ANNOU:-ICEME:-IT.-We have 
received from the foundress of thA Stock
well Orphanage £50 towards A GrRLs' 
ORPHANAGE, to which we have added 
another £50, and Mr. Galpin £50, besides 
two promises of £25 each. At the fete on 
June 19 there n-ill be a sale of good., on 
beltalf of the Gids' Orphanage. 1'here 
will be no pressing of this matter, for we 
have a firm belief that it will grow of 
itself till we shall have sufficient funds to 
be able to move in it. 

EvANGELISTs.-1'he fear we mentioned 
in last month's magazine with respect to 
Mr. Clarke was only too well founded, for 
in the midst of the work at Bacup he had 
to be sent home invalided, and we had to 
find a substitute. In sending Mr. Fuller
ton, of our 1'abernacle Evangelists' Asso
ciation, we felt that we could with confi
dence say that he was a brother like
minded, who would naturally care for the 
souls of the people. We should scarcely 
like to publish all we hear concerning the 
labours of our beloved brethren the evan
gelists, and if we did publish it, many 
would not believe it. It seems to us that 
every place visited gets a larger blessing 
than those where our friends have previ
olll!ly been, and if we ever had any doubts 
as to the employment of this form of ser
vice the abundant tokens of the Lord's 
approval would long ago have removed 
them. Services were held in no less than 
ten different places in Bacup, but none of 
them were large enough to hold the 
people who flocked to them. Although 
our brethren and their hearers had to con
tend against heavy snow-storms, more 
than once they had 2,000 people at the 
principal service, and 1,000 more at an 
overflow meeting. Messrs. Smith and 
Fullerton addressed both audiences in 
turn, and one Sunday evening conversed 
with more than one hundred enquirers. 
1'he full result of the mission will be a 
grand accession to the churches in the 
town. Our heartiest thanks are due to 
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the local ministere, committee, and choir 
for the admirable arr&ngements made by 
them, and the help rendered by them, nor 
m11st we forp;"t. fo mention our excellent 
colport<'ur, lllr. Allen, who RSsisted in no 
small degree in securing the success of 
th~ Fen·ices. 

Our evangelists were all with us at the 
Conference, and greatly cheered us with 
the tidings of what the Lord h&d done by 
them where,er they had gone. The fol
lowing Sund&y, MRy 11, Mr: Smith com· 
m<>nced a series of sernces in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, and on Wednesday, 
the 14th, he was joined by Mr. Fullerton. 
G;lder.•ome was the first place visited, 
and the only regret seems to have been 
that the enmgelists' stay was too short to 
secure the greatest amount of good. On 
the Sunday the crowd was so great that 
many of the regular congregation at the 
Baptist cha.pel were obliged to go to the 
parish church, 8.'l their usual seats were 
occupied by others. The clergyman was 
eo surprised at the unusual addition to his 
audience that he sent to ask Mr. Smith to 
preach on his green. The offer was gladly 
accepted, on condition that the vicar 
would talre part in the service. We have 
not hea.rd whether the bargain was closed. 
The evangelists held one rather unusual 
open a.ir service, the pulpit being a very 
old cart, and the musical acoompe.niments 
including a sharp shower, an east wind, 
cornet, trombone, bombe.rdo, cle.rionet, 
and the ~hrill voices of numberless urchins. 
These. combiued with an earnest address, 
drew a large number of ontsidere into the 
chapel, which was qnite crowded. During 
one of the dinner honrs a short but sweet 
Eervice was held at St. Bernard's Mill, at 
which all the work-people were present. 
Much good appears to have been done by 
this and all the other meetings of the 
week. On Friday, May 16, the evange
lists were to be at Fanky, 11.nd from thence 
they were to go on to York. 

CoLPonTAGE. -The Secretary writes, 
We beg to c1tll special attention to the 
approaching Annual Meeting of the 
Co!portage Association, which will be 
held at the Tabernacle on Monday Even
'i ng, June !)tit. Through the liberality of 
se\'eral friends the committee have been 
en11l,led to invite thirty of the colporteurs 
to meet in conference for a day or two at 
the Tabernacle. This opportunity for 
prayer, 11nd l,he interchange of experience 
in the work, has always proved a great 
stimulus to the men, and has been accom
panied by much spiritual blessing. 

Ittv. J. Jackson Wray has promised to 

addret1s the meeting, Mr. C. H. Spurgeon 
will preside, and several oolporteurs will 
tell of their interesting labours. As the 
association is in special need of increas11d 
pecuniary help just now, it is earnestly 
requested that friends will come to the 
annual meeting in 111,rger numbers th11,n 
hertitofore, 11,nd by their contributions en
able the society to continue its present 
staff and op~n up new districts. The 
annual report will be printed and ready 
for the meeting. We thankfully 11,oknow. 
ledge further subscriptions to the Genera.I 
Fund, received since the IRBt published list 
in The 81110,·d.andtlw T,•omel, to the amount 
of £214 5s., and trust that other friends 
will be moved to contribute until we have 
the additional £1,000 for the necessary 
working capital. Mr. Spurgeon has pro
mised £100 from his testimonial, and looks 
forward with confidence to the making up 
of tlie capital required-

PERSONAL MATTERS.-Mr. Broomhall, 
who is conducting the home affairs of Mr. 
Hudson Taylor's mission, brought us the 
other day a copy of our sermon on "The 
Divine Call for Missionaries," No. 1351. 
It was scored and underlined, and had 
been carried about in his pocket by a 
brother who is now a missionary ; the 
sermon having constrained him to devote 
himself to that work for the Lord. We 
prized the discourse more than if the 
princei of the land had covered it with 
jewels. To God be all the glory. 

A nobleman of Alsace visited us at 
Men tone, and gave us copies of two of our 
sermons, which he bas translated into 
French, and lithographed in running 
hand, to be read in congregations. We 
found our friend almost as well acquainted 
with our work as if he had attended the 
Tabernacle all his life. He came a long 
way for a short interview, bringing his 
wife and his son, and by this visit he 
greatly refreshed our spirit. 

A minister, living at Wisbech, authen
ticates the following singular case of 
conversion through our sermon on " The 
Portion of the Ungodly,'' No. 444. The 
writer says in a recent letter to ue, 
"Seventeen years ago it pleased the Lord 
to permit me to dream that the end of the 
world was come, and in my dream I saw 
the saints rising with the Lord Jesus to 
glory, I was left, and near me, upon a 
large quantity of stubble stood an ac
quaintance who addressed me thus:
' Tbey used to say in the other world 
that we should be in fire, but it is not so.' 
In a moment flames burst out, and in my 
fright I awoke. A few days after my 
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Jrcnm m_y friend nnd I henrd you pre'lch 
nt the Tnbernncle. Judge how grent 
was our surprise when _you nnnouncerl 
for your text, Isninh xlvii. 14, 'Behold, 
they shall be ns stubble; the fire shall 
burn them; they she.II not deliver them
selves from the power of the flame : there 
slrnll not be n con! to w11rm 11t, nor fire to 
sit before it'". In August, 1876, a severe 
affliction, the dream, and our sermon re
sulted in our friend's conversion. 

One of our students writes to tell us 
about the conversion of one whom he has 
recently baptized, who thus refers to the 
channel through which the blessing 
reached her:-" Before I was brought to 
Christ I had a desire to hear Mr. Spurgeon, 
accordingly, I went to Exeter Hall, and 
afterwards to the Tabernacle, but still re
mained in my state of unregeneracy. une 
day I was entering the drawing-room, and 
looking upon the table my eye fell at once 
upon a printed sermon. Taking it into 
my hand I read the text, Psalm Ii. 4. I 
read a little of the sermon, w11s interested, 

nnd rend on until I was not only interestecl 
in it, but in Christ-this was the means of 
my conversion." It was our sermon, 
No. 86, on" Unimpeachable ,Justice." 

A Christian sea captain writes to trll 
us about the joyful reception of <rnr 
sermons at St. Kitts, one of the West 
Indian islands. He says, "All my ser
mons that I had in the monthly parts I 
separated, for the people were so eage1· 
for them they came from every quarter to 
ask for them. We gave some to the 
master of a little vessel that trades to 
different islands, and we saw several of 
the labouring men gather round him o.s 
he read the sermons to them. The natives 
seemed to drink their contents down with 
as much pleasure as a thirsty ox does 
water on a summer's day." The mate of 
our friend's vessel went down among the 
very poor who do not go anywhere, anrl 
had two meetings among them, which the 
people very much enjoyed. They wanterl 
another visit, but before the next Sab
bath the vessel ha.d sailed. 
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ltev. J.M. Cox ... ... 
Rev. J. J11ckson 1 St-venoa.ks ... 
Friends at Bures, p r Rev. J. Kemp ... 
Friends at Chdtenh11111,, per R•v. W. 
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J.M., seventy-seventh bil:thdo.y preoent 
E. Hooper and Friend 
M.C ..... .. 
Mia. Biddall ... 
Mrs. Setchell ... 
Mn!. Johnston's Box 
D11bhn Street Sunday ilcli.001; ··Edin~ 
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THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

JU LY, 1879. 

Jnfuar~ (@ualificatioms for ffrc ~infatr~, anh fl,afn 
fo h'tfrtfop tfltm. 

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE 1879 CONFERENCE OF THE PASTORS' 
COLLEGE, BY PASTOR H. O. M.!CKEY, OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

D 
T is manifest that such a subject-embracing as it does the 

most vital questions of spiritual endowment-cannot he 
treated exhaustively within the limits of a half-hour's paper; 
rather, we must seek to scatter a few seed-thonghts, which 
shall germinate, unfold into blossom, and produce fruit in 

~he kindly soil of experience and practice, and nuder the maturing 
mfluence of personal service for God .. 

The tiUe of our subject assumes that there are two broad cla~ses of 
qualification for the Christian ministry,-inward and outward. For all 
practical purposes such a division is very useful, though we should 
never forget that it exists far more for our mental convenience in study 
than in fact. An equatorial line is useful to our theory of geography, 
but we should be misled if we expected to find such a division upon the 
earth; and so vitally connected, and mutually dependent are the out
ward and inward qualifications for the ministry that it would be diffkult 
to tell where those of the one class end and those of the other begin; and 
if either be wanting to any serious degree, the spiritual manhood of the 
gospel preacher will be warped or restrained, and, it may be, his useful
ness utterly destroyed. It is important that a man's heart, lungs, and liver 
should be healthy if life is to be a psalm of joy; it is no less important 
that outdoor exercise, fresh air, and a foir share of recreation be secured, 
or healthy heart, lung, and liver will rebel, to the manifest iuconvenience 
of this complex ME. If, therefore, in this paper, we should confine our 
attention to the purely inward qualifications, it must not be supposed 
that we are either so transcendental or so stupid as to forget the outward 
qualifications, which are no less desirable for the minister of God·s 
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302 INWARD QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE MINISTRY, 

gospel. What do we mean by this term " inward"? What are the 
boundaries within which we are working? We believe in the personal 
Trinity of the Godhead; in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. We 
believe also in the trinity of regenerated manhood. We beliere in the 
body; that it is" the house we dwell in''; and that if we do not be
lieve in the body we shall pa:v the penalty of having no body in which 
either to belie,e or doubt. We believe in the soul; in those natural 
powers and affections by which we know, feel, think, love, rejoice, thrill 
with delight, or ag-onize with grief. But we believe also in the spirit, 
that which in us is the image of Christ as Christ is the image of God; 
that Hol_, of Holies: nay, that Shekinah of our being in which the 
Godhead is manifest in all its glory; that spirit which can be so-indwelt 
hy the Eternal as to be able to say, "I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." Now, it is in this sphere-whether rightly or wrongly-that 
1'1"e ha,e understood that the title of the paper limits us. 

Qualification implies adaptation of means to an end. If, therefore, we 
can only get an authoritative description of the ministry, we can learn 
what are the qualifications necessary for its successful pursuit. Is there 
anywhere such a description? In one of Paul's letters there is a passage 
in which he gives ns his idea of the Christian ministry. He says,'' All 
things are of God, who bath reconciled us unto himeelf by Jesus Christ, 
and bath given to ns the ministry of reconciliation; and hath com
mitted nnto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambas
rndors for Christ, as though God did beseech yon by us: we pray you iu 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God": 2 Cor. v. 18-20. Such 
is the mini~try of the gospel according to Paul, inspired of the Holy 
Ghost. It is a ministry of reconciliation, reconciliation of sinful men 
to a holy God whose law they have broken, whose love they have 
slighted, to be accomplished by men of like passions with themselves, 
only indwelt by the Spirit of God; and the chief instrument in this 
work, the main weapon in this warfare, is the reconciling Word given 
unto us as ambassadors for Obrist. This description of the Christian 
ministry will best rnggest to us the necessary inward qualifications. 
The first qnali:fication, in order of time at least, will be-

I. A deep and sincere "love for the souls of men. 
There is always a danger of elevating any single grace out of propor

tion and harmony to the other graces of the complete Christian 
character. It requires very skilful chemistry to proportion the varied 
beams w bich form the pure white ray of light; and it requires a deli
c:ate balance of the di:tferent graces to make the transparent holiness 
which was eeen iu Jesus. Even our graces, if disproportionate, will 
mar the perfection of our character. But you will have noticed, that in 
respect to the grace of Jove, there is what we might call a sacred indul
gence, granted by the Spirit of God. It is as though he said, "You can't 
have tQO much of this; it is the Alpha and Omega, having this you possess 
all else, fur all other graces are pleased to follow in the train of Love; 
hut without this you are nothing, it ia the one figure which gives value 
to the ciphers which follow. Do we exaggerate? Let us see. "Tho~gh 
I speak with the tongue of angels, and have not love, I am as sounding 
!Jrass or a tinkling cymbal": 1 Cor. xiii. 1. Who would not like to 
~peak with angel's tongue? In those moments when the vision of 
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Christ's glory bursts with such blRzing brilliance on the soul aR tostrlkr: 
it dumb with the very fulness of the revelation, what would we not 
give to change this lisping, stammering tongue for angel speech to utter 
all the glory of Jesus ! .And yet, though we should do that, and had not 
love, we should be but as tinkling cymbals! "Though I have the gift 
of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and thon~h 
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, I 
am nothing I" Who that has stood before the mystery of life, be
wildered, has not longed for t,he mystery-piercing power which shonld 
make it open, and n'!.ked, and manifest? Who that has tried to enrich 
men with the Word of Truth but has wished for the power to peer into 
its quiet ocean-depths, and gaze upon the pearls that lie hid in its senet 
caves? Who that has stood with the crowds of baffled disciples at. the 
foot of the Transfiguration mount, and heard the Saviour say that. un
belief was spiritual paralysis, but has yearned for the faith that con Id 
remove mountains ? And yet, supposing all this granted, and love 
lacking, what would the result be? :Nothing. Are we wrong, then, 
when we say that the first qualification for the Christian ministry is 
Christlike love, manifested in an intense affection for the souls of 
men ? A.re we not taking our stand with Paul as he says, " ~ow 
abidet,h faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love"? 

This love for the souls of men will be seen in the endurance of suffer
ing in order that men may be bleat. Ooe of the reasons why love is 
the preeminent grace is this, " Love suffereth long, and is kind." Who
ever else is not a sufferer, the Christian minister mnst be. When 
Ananias was sent to Paul to declare unto him the will of the 
Lord, be was told to go because God would '· shew him (Paul) 
how great things he must suffer for my name's sake": Acts ix. 1 G. 
Much of our work is inseparably connected with suffering, and often
times suffering caused by those whom we would bless. We remem
ber standing once in an operating theatre where a poor patient was to 
undergo a most painful operation: chloroform was administered, and 
the surgeon stripped to his work ; he was io the midst of his labour 
when suddenly the patient, frenzied with pain, arose, and with clenched 
fist struck bis benefactor. Did the surgeon expostulate? Did he 
cease 1.tis work? Nay, he went quietly on; he loved too much his 
ministry of blessing; cared too much for the life of the patient to heed 
the blow; he finished his work and retired. That is a picture of 
what the Christian ministry often demands; while trying to remove 
the cause of suffering io others, suffering will be inflicted upon u~, 
but we must patiently endure it if we are to bless men with the gosp.,J 
of God. From whence is that power of endurance to come? We 01Jiy 
know of one force that will bear the strain, and that i8, n. love for the 
souls of men, deep and sincere-a love which shall lead us to cover ,t 
multitude of their sins against us. If we are to lead Israel from the 
land of bondage, to bear the forty years' trial in the wilderness, we must 
know something of the self-annihilating love whieh can plead, " Oh, 
forgive them this sin-and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of the book 
which thou hast written." If we are to bring an apostate peopk' as 
humble believers to the feet of Jesus, we must be ready to say,'' l 
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could wish myself accursed from Christ, for my b1·ethren aft11r the flesh." 
1 t ll"as this that made Jesus such a model minister. His love for 
humanity taught him to look forward with longing to the cross, and to 
cry, " I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened 
until it be accomplished." It was this which led him to weep over the 
city which was his cruellest foe, and in tones of disappointed love to cry, 
"Oh Jerusalem! Jerusalem! how often would I have gathered thy chil
dren together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye 
would not"; it was this which enabled him swan-like to sing his sweetest 
song as he was leaving life for death: " Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do." The heart of J esns was the world's lEoliau 
harp. Placed in the open, it mattered not whether the summer zephyr 
with fairy footstep danced upon its tender strings, or winter's rude 
biting blast shivered its trembling chords with pain; it always gave 
back music, for the heart of Christ is the heart of God, and God is 
loYe. 

This love for the souls of men will be manifested also in sympathy 
with the sinful, the suffering, the despised. In God's law of spiritual 
cause and effect-what men call "the nature of things "-sin and 
1mffering, sin and shame are ever in some degree connected. Love for 
the souls of men will lead us to sympathise with their suffering and 
shame, aad this sympathy will be the power to lift them therefrom. 
God's way of raising men is by the love of the Son of man as seen in his 
followers. "Jesus lo.ed Mary, Martha, aad theit- brother Lazarus," 
and he loved them into loving him. The easiest thing in the world is 
to be sarcastic about sin, to lecture, to scold, to denounce; the difficult 
thing is, while seYere upon the sin, to show the tenderest love for the 
sinner. Pharisees can lift stones at the woman in the temple; only 
Christ can shield the trembling fugitive, and while not winking at her 
sin, yet breathe hope into her agitated spirit with his" Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more." Ay ! it is glorious preaching 
when we can in sympathy put ourselves side by side with the worst 
sinners in our congregation, and with the " Wo "-not of patronizing
affectation, but of deepest sympathising love-lead the sin-stricken soul 
to the Saviour, waiting to Lless. 

Humanity lies like the child in the prophet's chamber, stiff, cold, 
voiceless, insensible to the love of God; it will become alive, happy, 
musical, instinct with heavenly life, when our ministry, full of loving 
sympathy, goes eyes to eyes, mouth to mouth, heart to heart, and 
stretches itself upon the corse, and by the energy of the Holy Ghost 
the life from us streams into the icy limbs. 

The next inward qualification will be
ll. An intense love for the Word of God. 
Love for the souls of men, pure in its origin, is yet liable to be 

abused, unless supplemented and balanced by an equal love for tl~e 
"\Yord of God. We believe that all-no, not quite all-of us at tlus 
conference are Baptists. We are more anxious that we should all as 
truly be "Bib/,e Christians." As ministers, the Word of God is our 
chief instrument ; it is by teaching, preaching, and applying this that 
we must succeed, and to do this we must be masters of the Word, and 
to master it ~e must love it. Love is ever a revealer; and some of the 
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revelntione ?f thie Word are reserved for those who love it intensely. 
Pardon me 1f I uee o home-epun parable. Here is a child who, in the 
course of Providence, ie separated from its home : every week, however, 
a lr,tter ie sent from thp, parente of the child ; in that letter are certain 
expressions of endearment, statements of love and interest which are 
unspeakably precious to the child. By some accident the Jetter is lost 
and a third person picking it up, reading it, makes sport and ridicule of 
the endearments, and, because they know not nor love the writer, the 
beanty, the tenderness of the writing is lost upon them. Follow that 
out in all its degrees, and you will find that it is a faithfnl picture of the 
love which is required to the Bible and to the God who wrote it, if we 
are to understand the beauties which lie gleaming on its every page. 
When we can say, "Oh, how love I thy law ! it is my meditation all 
the day," then can we with confidence pray, "Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law." This love for the 
Word of God will teach us to listen to its teachings, rather than to obtrnde 
our thoughts upon it. Our danger ever lies in talking to the Book, in
stead of letting the Book talk to us. We have seen it somewhere 
related of Dr. Johnson that he would have a gathering of literary men 
at bis house for what he called a "conversation.'' If anyone were bold 
enough to interrupt the ponderous flow of the J ohosonian eloquence, 
he speedily paid for his mistake by the sudden and persistent silence of 
the host, while if they were only content to listen for two hours to the 
talk of the autocratic doctor they would be rewarded by the rubbing of 
llis hands in self-satisfied pleasure and the utterance from those oracular 
lips of the words, " What a splendid conversation we've had!" Now, 
what was arrant assumption and conceit in Dr. Johnson is very much 
the method of the Holy Ghost through the Word of God. If we 
talk, the still small voice of God cannot be heard; if we are silent, out 
will flow its tenderest, most inspiring speech. One of our nature poets 
talks of sitting in a wood and becoming so enchanted with the scenery 
as to expect to see the Spirit of the Woods, answering to his imagina
tion, coming through the fairy tracery of the forest ; and have not we 
sometimes sat quiet before the Word of God and drank in its beaaty 
until it has so mastered our spirit that we have seemed to hear the 
rustle of the pages as by the Spirit of God, and seen coming through its 
leafy bowers one like uato the Son of man? When love for the Word 
keeps us silent, then are its choicest revelations made knowu to us. 

Love for the Word of God will enable us, too, to make known its 
beauties to others. In the Word of God there is latent music enough 
to charm away all the discords of sin, and bring in the era of gladness. 
Who are the men to call it forth? The men who love it with a deep 
affection. In one of the rooms at the Kensington Museum may be seen a 
harpsichord that belonged to Handel. The inscriptiou tells us that it 
was from this instrument that birth was given to those masterpieces of 
music to which for a century the world has listened with sucl1 delight. 
How was it that Handel was able to make it speak with such entrancing 
strains? Its age-browned keys worn hollow with constant practice will 
give the answer: it was his favourite instrument, hi~ loved companion 
daily, Hnd whenever he sat down to play it seemed to answer to his soul 
like a thing of life. So have we known men who knew but little else, 
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hut thc:v did know and greatly love thei1· Bible, and whenever they at
t~mpted to dl'aw forth its meloclies souls were ench,mted with its 
!'weetness and mttde captive by its power. " Beware of the man of one 
b'JOk," says the ol<l Latin proverb, and that maxim is fullest of meaning, 
nn<l becomes doubly suggestive when the book is the Bible. 

The other qualification is-
I II. S11preme love for the person <!f Christ. 
If there be one quality which more than another makes the difference 

between a successful and unsuccessful ministry, is it not that strange 
nnointing of the Holy Ghost which we consent to call-thereby con
fessing our inability to describe it-unction? Unctuousness-that holy 
oiliness, sacred wftness, which seems to abound in certain unsectarian 
quarters, we neither believe in nor covet ; but unction, that marvellous 
discernment and quickening of soul which first turns the preacher into 
the seer, and then into the declarer of the mysteries of God, oh, how 
we Jong for that ! Unctuousness babbled on Pharisaic lips, and made 
Christ loathe it. Unction anointed Peter at Pentecost, and turned the 
rough fisherman-the smell of the brine yet upon him-into the mighty 
orator, who swayed the souls of his hearers as the fields are rippled by 
the summer breeze. How is this power to be gained? How are we to 
become the temples of the Deity? How is the glory of the Godhead to 
flash from us? Is not this the whole philosophy of it? " If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our aboe.e with him": John xiv. 23. 
Loving Christ will secure the abiding of the Eternal in us, and the 
manifesting of his glory in our life and work. Some few years ago we 
got up ere break of day to see the sun rise amongst the hi!Is. Eagerly 
scanning the grey east, we watched for his appearing: as the clouds 
began to break, the rifts between disclosed the rosy fingers opening the 
!!.ate of day. But what on the earth was the first to ratch the beams of 
the rising sun? The broad field? The calm valley? Nay, it was the 
scarred, heaven-piercing crag which first caught the sun's brilliance 
and flamed as though lit by angel's torch; and then, quietly, steadily, 
the light crept down its rugged sides, and was at last flung in prodigal 
splendour o'er all the plain. Who is it that first cat~hes the beams_ of 
the rising Sun of righteousness? The soul that lives content with 
ordinary affection for Jesus? Nay! ls it not those solitary, separate, 
because passionately-loving, friends of Christ who, while joined to 
earth, have their conversation in the heavenlies, are at home in the 
atmosphere of the breezes from the throne, and who abide in loving 
communion with Jesus? .A.re not these the Chrysostoms of the church; 
gol<den-mouLhed when they speak, because they dwell with the Alto
gether Lovely ? 

In onr trea.tment of these qualifications we have necessarily antici
pated the answer to the question, "How are they to be developed?'' 
The first law of all spiritual attainment is, "To him that bath shall be 
given." Every advance is the platfo:m for_new advance; the forward 
height of yesterday becomes the startmg-pomt of to-day, and the goal 
of to-dav will be the point of to-morrow's departure. I take it that 
we do lo,·e the souls of men-else, why are we here ?-though that love 
is not yet the consuming passion we would have it be : we do love the 
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word of God, though it is not yet the absorbing delight of our son 1 : 
we do love Christ-do we not ?-though that love oft blushes at its 0""11 

nnworth. Well, then, let this triple love to which we have attained in 
some measure become to-day the first step towards the towering- hei "h t~ 
of Christian perfection which yet we have not scaled, and Jet the feeblest 
of us put our hand into the masterful grip of Paul's, when he says, 
"Not as though J had already attained, either were already perfect : 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

i{Jt ~l,ulmrlr lit fhtn. 
DURING a discussion in a certain church, on the question of the 

duty of giving, a brother well known for his generous benefac. 
tions, was asked what part of his income he was in the habit of con
tributing to the Lord's treasury. "I do not know," said. the brother: 
"I do very much as the woman did who was famous for the excellence 
of her rhubarb pies. She put in as much sugar as her conscience would 
allow, and then shut her eyes and put in a handful more. I give all 
my conscience approves, and then add a handful without counting is." 

We commend this plan to those who believe that" he that soweth 
bountifully snail reap bountifully," and who wish to err upon the safe 
side. Many men seem afraid of giving too much; but among- all the 
failures in business of which we have heard, we have never known a'1 
instance where a man has ruined himself by giving to the poor or to the 
cause of God. Men have failed in business through dealing in stoch, 
through speculating in corn, wheat, pork, apples, oil, coal, real estate, 
patent rights, bank shares, newspapers, steamboats, and almost every
thing else that men can discover, make, buy or sell,-they have lost 
their money by trusting friends, endorsing notes, neglecting business. 
and selling whisky, but we have never yet seen the mao who was ruined 
financially by liberal giving to the Lord's poor, or to the Lord's cause. 
A business so safe as this ought to attract the attention of investors, 
and we hope some will commence operations on the "rhubarb pie" plan 
-give all they conscientiously can, and then shut their eyes and put in 
another handful, and report the results of the experiment. 

The above paragraphs are from an American paper called The Chris
tian. There is a large amount of sound sense in the advice, but some 
churches are in such a plight that we should recommend "the sour 
gooseberry pie plan," for that requires double the quantity of su_g-ar. 
We can tell of half-starved ministers, with children destitute of clothing 
and wives unable to procure necessaries. In some of our churches 
there are well-to-do people who could easily remove poverty from their 
pastor, and yet they are content to let him pine. Where the bult,; of 
the people are poor, the one or two wealthy ones should reckon it_ a joy 
and a delight to sugar the sour pie, by quietly, regularly, and delicately 
popping in handfuls on purpose. Their own lives will be sweetened in 
the process. Try it, brothers, and taste for yourselves. If your own 
~iniste1· is not poor, look around you, and yon will soon find one who 
1s, for lately there has been a great baking of very sour gooseberry pies. 
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~r. iv.artJt au~ tvt igrtt ·iut~. 
THE following narrative relates to a remarkable incident which oc

cnrred in the life and during the ministry of the late hfr. Thorpe, 
who for several years was an eminently useful dissenting minister in 
Bristol. 

Afteij Mr. Thorpe's deatl1, his son was anxious to collect all the infor
mation he could respecting the labours of his father during the early 
years of his ministry in various parts, and for this purpose he visited 
several places. On one occasion he went to a small village, and was 
directed to a cottage, where it was thought he could get some informa
tion. He went and knocked at the door, and was soon requested by a 
"Voice from within to enter ; he opened the door, and there he saw seated 
by the fireside a remarkable-looking old man, with spectacles on, and a 
large Bible open before him. 

Mr. Thorpe saw the old man looking most intently at him before he 
spoke. Mr. Thorpe then told him his name and the object of his visit. 
The old man soon asked him to sit down, and he would tell him what 
he could. 

" So many years ago a'thout one Sunday I'd gang to church, t'were a 
Jong toime sin I wor in a church, so I got Tit ont at stable, and off. 
When a got tut place, a put Tit up at public, and took a walk down 
tot brig, as a were too soon for church. When a got there a seed a 
man, and a said tull him, a cnm here tut church, but a'se o'er soon. 
Oh, says be, there's no church this morning, but there's a man as comes 
ivery Sunday to preach in a house yonder, among yon trees; so a thout 
as a had cum a'd go and bear him. When he cummed in they began 
to sing. I thout it were varry noice. He prayed, and then g'ied out 
his text, and what do ye think it wur, sir?-' Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.' 
Whoy, a' thout, what a queer thing this is; a' bin warking so man~y 
years nppo t'roads and t'hedges, and nobody nivver axed me to coD?e m. 
Howsomever be soon telled us what it meant, and a' thout what a s10ner 
a·d bia, and what a Ioife a'd lived. So arter preaching a went tut 
public and got Tit, and went whoam and a says to Betty, ~etty, go and 
fetch t'large Bible down stairs. 'Whoy, Johnny, what1ver dost ta 
want wi that?' A says' W'ere all wrang, Betty.' 'All wrang, Johnny, 
wl.ioy, if thou is'nt reet, a donna know who is, for thou nivver did any
body no wrong.' • But we are wrong, Betty, aad preacher said so, and 
it's true.' So, sur, all t'week a'prayed and cried to the Lord. Saturday 
cummed, and a went tut markeL and bought a pilly-seat to put upo' 
Tit, so as Betty could ride behoind, and gaag wi me a Sunday. So 
when a cummed whoam, a says, Betty, see what a nice pilly ase bought. 
• Whoy, Joh any, tis a noice one.' So a Sunday morning a got Tit out and 
JJUt pilly-seat on, and all ready, and then says, N oo, Betty, thou mun gang 
wi me to this preaching. 'Nay, Johnny, a sure a can't.' 'But see, Betty, 
what a noice pilly seat.' '. A know that, but ~ can't go.'_ 'Wee!, 
Betty, ye mun gang this toirne.' 'Wee!, then, all gang this. wunce, 
J obnny.' So Betty got up beheend me, and we went off, put Tit up_ at 
µub:ic:, and went down tut preaching place, and t'were same man agm;. 
but, ob, sur, what d' ye think text were? ' For what knowest thou, oh 
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wife, whether thou shalt eave thy husband, or how knowest thou, oh 
man, whether thou ehnlt save thy wife?' A looked at preacher 
nnd then at Betty, and by-and-by a saw a big tear upo' Betty's cheek, 
nnd a wur glad. Arter preaching we got Tit and set off whoam. Betty 
nivver spoke a word for a long toime : at last she says, 'A see, .Johnny, 
yo were reet, we are all wrung'; so we read and talked, and Betty savs 
at neet, 'We mnn pray, Johnny,' and Betty cried and pray~. We 
prayed togither, and we had su' a happy neet, 'cause we found the Lord ; 
but, oh, Betty did pray for our poor Tom, he wur a varry Lad lad, sur, 
and oftens vexed us varry much; we thought if we could but get 
him to go, what a blessing t'would be. So a Sunday we axed him to 
gang wi' us, but he soon said,' Nay, not soa; a wheant gang to sich 
places.' He wur a varry bad 'un, sur, but there were one good thing 
aboot him, he loved his mother; and when his poor mother cried 'cans 
he wad na' gang wi' us, Tom says, ' Nay, mother, if thou maks sich a 
blubbering aboot it, a'm sure a'll gang wi ye': so Betty and me got upo' 
Tit, and Tom walked at roadside. We i:;ut Tit up, and went down tut 
preaching place. Tom sat afore us; t'were same preacher agin, but 
when he gied out his text a' thout somebody must a tell'd him, but 
then nobody knew ought aboot it. A looked at Betty and Betty at me, 
and then at Tom. Tom looked at preacher, and tears began to run 
down poor Tom's face: th' text were this-' A wise son maketh a 
glad father, but a foolish man despiseth his mother': and arter all 
was done we went whoam. Tom nivver spok a word all t' way, but 
when we got whoam Tom says, 'Oh, Faither, a bin a varry bad lad; 
will God forgive me? will yo' forgive me?' He stopped in all day, 
sur, and neet, too, sur, and we are a happy family, sarving the 
Lord, and striving to get to heaven ; and a thout, sur, when a see'd yun 
cum in at that door, and ston here afore yew spoke, it mun be your 
faither cum to loife agin.'' 

~tfuart of i.emphdiou. 
A BOATSWAIN engaged in the American fleet at Villafranca had, 

by hard work and great economy, saved the sum of £240. In 
an evil hour he went over to the gaming-table at Monaco, just to see it, 
and being there he put down a single five-franc piece, just for the name 
of the thin_q. He ended by losing all his bard-earned gains. Thousands 
have done the same, not only by gaming- at Monaco, but in multitudes 
of other ways. They only meant to look, but they went on to touch, 
to handle, to taste, and to die. The only safe position with regard to 
sin is that which Solomon recommends,-" Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away.'' The idea that the knowledge of evil is 
necessary to enlarge our minds received Rn early refutation at the Fall, 
and yet thousands of the sons and dRughters of Eve must needs believe 
the serpent, and ruin themselves, out of a foolish and proud curiosity. 

If the sad experience of the many who have been ruined by parleying 
with sins and errors will not suffice to warn our young men, what can 
we do but weep in secret for them as for them that are slain? In the 
first step towards evil there are the beginnings of death. To parley 
with the devil is to surrender to his infernal s\Yay. 
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iitilliam J tuutfatg.er. * 

E,ERYBODY who knew the man respects the memory of the 
catholic-minded and devout William Pennefathe1·; and Mr. 

Braithwaite's volume will fairly satisfy the popular craving for a more 
complete knowledge of a man whose life was a 1mccess because his 
efforts were honoured by the Lord. The book before us will be pro
no~nced satisfactory ; we have found every page interesting-, and the 
~d1t?1: has eschewed the vice of over-colonring. The hand of friendship 
1s ns1ble throughout ; but the portrait is not marred by the partiality 
which caricatures humanity by painting it as perfect. 

The child in e,ery case must be the father or the man; but William 
Pennefather was ue,er a child in the sense in which the majority 
are children: he was all along disciplined in the school of affliction, 
and weak health interfered with his education both at school and at 
College. While suffering as a child, however, be showed an "energy 
and ,irncity of mind," and a buoyancy of spirit which overcame "&.11 
hindrance to his active amusements.'' On one occasion when he shrank 
from taking a dose of medicine, his mother remarked reprovingly, "I 
cannot call yon ruy ang-el now"; but, equal to the emergency, he 
answered reassuringly, " Oh, yes I am; but I'm your fallen angel." 
Such a being was necessarily a child of promise, and the promise was 
abundantly realized. William was born at Dublin in 1816; and his 
father, Richard Pennefather, who was connected with the Irish Bench 
for a number of years, was made Baron of the Court of Exchequer in 
1821. 

William Pennefather's college course at Dublin was a constant battle 
with physical weakness; and the manner in which he passed the usual 
examinations, in spite of constitutional languor and wearing pain, 
shows how bis natural force of mind was strengthened by divine grace. 
At the same time the sorrows of others so far drew forth his sympathy 
that his early letters are really sterling productions when the youth of 
their author is taken into arcount. His sister Susan-a well loved 
nurse and companion-was suddenly cut down a few months after mar
riage, and another young friend was burnt to death; Mr. Pennefather, 
senior, eventually lost his sight, continuing, however, to adorn the 
Irish Bench as a blind judge: thus, notwitstanding the advantages of 
l1is social position, Mr. Pennefather bad to fight against adverse in
fluences snch as might easily have crushed a weaker subject. 

During his student life he was a Christian worker. At one-time we 
find him telling of the triumphant death of poor Christians he bad 
visited, and it was his custom to write anonymous consolatory letters to 
afflicted persons who came under his notice. While he was an adhe
rent of tbe Established Church, be very fervently hated the errors of 
that ceremonial ism which would virtually supersede the sacrifice of 
Christ Ly the acts of a priest. Apart from this, his sympathies were 
broad; and while he thought that Plymouthism agitated "questions 
liLtle conducive to edification," be also objected to it as a "brethrenism" 

* The Lifo and Le,ttere of the He,•. William Pennefather. Edited by Robert 
Braithwaite, Yicar of Chipping Camden. J. F. 8hi.w and Co. 
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tllflt unbrethrened those who are outside its own sedariau boundaries. 
If the hall at Mildmo.y Park should become a recognized rendezvous of 
brethrenism, it will assuredly be used for a purpose which its founder 
never desired. 

Certain pictures of life in Ireland forty years ago are replete with 
interest. We read of the well-known Father Mathew making " No 
common sensation." Perhaps no man in the three kingdoms ever 
achieved a like success as 11, teetot11,l agitator; for in three days he en
rolled 40,000 volunteers for the total abstinence army. Indeed, it 
must have seemed as though the millennium of universal sobriety was 
opening. Malting barley fell in price; people said the distilleries would 
close for lack of custom, and that, in future, publicans would be the 
principal occupants of the workhouse. "During his stay in Clonmel," 
says Mr. Pennefu.ther, speaking of Mathew, "I heard from the common 
people that night and day the roads were thronged with people coming 
from a distance to him." There was much that was winning in the in
defatigable priest; but those who are acquainted with the spirit of 
popery will be prepared to learn that there was much beside teetotalism 
in the background. The movement was a money-raising one, the object 
being to plant chapels and convents thickly over the face of Ireland. 
The happy d11,y in which the publicans were to be paupers, and paupers 
thrifty artisans, never came. 

Writing from Portstewart during his college days, the student gives 
one of the most charming portraits of a Christian innkeeper we have 
ever met with : it runs as follows,-

" I was talking to-day to a dear friend, one of God's holy children, 
:M:r. C.'s late butler, a man who has lived with him ever since we knen
him ; he has now by numerous providential cir,'.nmstances become 
keeper of the inn at Portstewart ; so refined, so devoted a man I never 
saw in his rank of life. He will not open his house on Sundays, or take 
out a spirit licence. Portstewart is beautifully situated on a rocky shore, 
very healthy, eight miles from the Giant's Causeway, and in the neigh
bourhood of Dunline; and now it contains a most comfortable and 
rising inn, kept by this most devoted saint. Often have I felt when I 
saw that man attending at dinner that I ought to have been ministering 
to him, rather than see him waiting upon me. His very coantenance 
?earns c11,lm and spiritual piety. Such a character in such a situation 
1s not often met with. He h11,s regular family prayer. I hope he may 
s~cceed. His wife is 11, good woman, too, and his only aim is to glorify 
h1~ God, and meet his expenses. Already he has experienced severe 
!rial for refusing gentlemen calling on Sundays for wine, etc.; but ~e 
Is gentle and firm, and thinks when his principles are known that he will 
not meet the reproach he now does." 

During the6e early years Mr. Pennefatber thought much about the 
spiritual destitution of the dark places of Ireland; and with the en
thusiasm of youth he would 11,t once have ~stablished churches at 
Roundstone, on the island of Arran, had not difficulties arisen too great 
to_ be immediately overcome. There was, indeed, a little church in the 
wilderness ; but in these days, and we suppose the case has not greatly 
altered since, people who turned Protestants in the more benighted 
parts of the country were subject to gross ill usage. '' I visited the 
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poor girl who was so injured for becoming a Protestant, and found her 
in a happy state, but very suffering," Mr. Pennefather could write. 
" A lady had given me a ponnd for her, and I found that she had been 
three days without anything to eat or drink but a piece of bread and 
cold water. 'Did you ever think of the Irish islands?' we asked a 
friend. There are afflicted, persecuted, yet noble followers of the 
Lamb there. A few days since I had one of the natives of Arran with me, 
one who has been persecuted nearly to death for the religion of Jesus." 

When Mr. Pennefather, after ta.king his Bachelor's degree, was 
ordained by the Bishop of Durham in 1841, he was content to live 
a kind of missionary life in the out-of-the-way district of Ballymacuoh 
as an unpaid curate. The inhabitants, with the exception of two" o~ 
three families, were not above the peasantry in social rank ; "misery, 
filth, imd pigs" being characteristic of the parieh. In spite of all, he 
prosecuted the work with apostolic energy, and a new church was 
opened at Ronndstone in 1843. 

We speak of his energy as apostolic because in his removal from a 
small to a larger sphere self seems never to have entered into his calcu~ 
lations. A man so highly connected might have sought and have won 
an ecclesia~tical prize, and yet have passed as anything but a self-seeker 
in social circles. William Pennefather's prizes were, from the first, souls 
won for the Redeemer. From a curacy witho'llt stipend he removed in 
1844 to Mellifont, near Drogheda, where the income, including ten 
acres of glebe, would hardly exceed £100 a year. The large parish 
contained a population of 4,500, nearly all of whom were Romanists. 
Eis activity exceeded his physical power. "Besides constantly visiting 
his people, he was at all times at their caH,'' we are told by a friend. 
"His intense anxiety for those who were in any sickness or sorrow was 
well known, and his deep, loving sympathy was continually sought, and 
never sought in vain. His health needed much care, but it was the 
last thing he thought of, and often on my going to the cottage the ser
-rants would come to me with the complaint,' Oh, sir, Mr. Pennefather 
is killing himself.'" He did not confine his preaching to the pulpit of 
the cbnrch; wherever he was able to found a mission-station in the 
outlying country he did so, and not without enconraging success. 
•• Mr. Pennefather was the first friend who showed me kindness after I 
had renounced the errors of the church of Rome," wrote a converted 
priest in 184G. The priest referred to was Mr. Ryder, who was invited 
by another clergyman to prove the sincerity of his new faith by becoming 
a Bible-reader among the very people he had formerly instructed in 
tbe errors of Rome, and these included his family connections. He 
took one night to think about the matter, and in the morning " con
sented to cast himself upon God, and undertake the work in the full 
com·ict.ion that his almighty arm alone would raise him from death." 
Not long after, this imprudent man, as the world would judge of pru
dence, could point to ne~rly fifty persons who valued his visits. 

The most trying time of Mr. Pennefather's experience in Ireland was 
the famine penod of l 84 7-8 ; the behaviour of the priests during t~at 
awful Yisitation was not always in keeping with the gospel of Christ, 
nor el'en in harmony with the finer instincts of humanity. Crowds of 
poor sLarviog people would surround the glebe of the Protestant 
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minister, and there wait in their misery with dogged patience anti I some• 
thing was given them to eat. Taking the average, two oat of every 
three people in the parish were paupers. We will give two lit tie 
pictures of Irish life in those days from the pen of the schoolmistress, 
and then pass on :-

" On one occasion, a poor woman came to the door jast at my dinner 
time, and not having anything left in the house but the piece of bread 
on the table, I gave it to her. She had tasted no food for some days, 
except a turnip pulled up in a field, and, after eagerly eating the bread, 
she dropped down dead in the next house she entered. We were 
obliged to close the windows, or we could have eaten no food ourselves; 
often the supplies were out and the last shilling gone. Bat the people's 
hearts were won, and I had no uncivil word in all my wanderings, early 
and late." 

An Irish Protestant schoolmistress is one of the best qualified crea
tures in the world to answer the question, What is priestcraft ? '' I 
could fill pages," she continues," with incidents of that year of dreadful 
trial; for fever, amounting to pestilence, was making terrible ravages 
amongst the inhabitants of the district, and took its worst form in a 
hamlet lying still nearer to Drogheda. I remember on one occasion a 
son entreating the priest to go to his mother, who was dyiug. The 
father lay dead in the house, and others were lying ill, but he 
steadily refused to go until the money was paid down. The poor 
fellow, not having a farthing left, promised to get it, bnt nothing would 
move the priest, and in desperation the poor son crierl, ' Then I will 
fetch the Protestant minister,' and off he went to Mellifont Glebe. 
Mr. Pennefather's kindness to all the poor around, without distinction 
of creed, was well known." This same priest would frighten the 
children with his riding-whip while they were on their way to school, 
and occasionally would even enter the school itself to create a 
disturbance. 

His heart being knit to Ireland, Mr. Pennefather hoped to spend his 
life in the service of that priest-ridden country; but other things 
were in store. In 1848 he received an offer of the perpetual curacy of 
Walton, Aylesbury, another post with plenty of hard work attached, 
with a stipend of £130 without glebe or house. Instead of repining, 
he seemed to be in his element in such a situation. He had the gift 
of perceiving at a glance what was needed, and according to his 
resources be made provision for the wants of the people. The church 
soon became crowded ; schools were established for neglected children : 
and at the wharf of the basin of the canal be preached in the open air 
to crowds of bargemen and others. " God wonderfully blessed the 
effort," it is said ; "and when the preacher was compelled to leave them, 
a number of these poor men, hitherto considered so unapproachable, 
came forward to present him with a sum of money, collected among 
themselves, to_ help someone to go and do the same for their mates 
further up the canal." 

It was not without much regret, and only in response to the call 
of duty, thot Mr. Pennefather left Aylesbury to enter a larger field of 
usefulness at Barnet, in 1852. In many respects Barnet, which haJ 
been the first stage out of London on the Great North Road during the 
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old coaching days, was quite a contrast to Aylesbury. The artisan 
class appear to have been more difficult of access, so that" the dear poor 
people, the loving old men and women," were sorely missed. Yet here, 
11s eli,ewhere, the pastor learned how to throw his burden of care on the 
Lord while engaging heart 11nd soul in what was given him to do. 
"His house WIIS sometimes called the Missing Link," says Mr. Braith
waite, "where noblemen and farmers, bishops and nonconformist 
ministers could meet most naturally and pleasantly; where nationalities 
and denominations were easily merged in the broad sunshine of Chris
tian love.'' In course of time four hundred orphans of soldiers who 
had fallen in the Crimean war were located at Barnet, the cost of their 
maintenance being supplied by the Patriotic Fund, and these naturally 
became objects of intense solicitude to a man like Mr. Pennefather, 
whose influence on the young was truly remarkable. "Will you some
times lift up your heart in prayer for these little ones ?" he wrote to a 
friend. " Some of them are the rhildren of Roman Catholic parents, 
and many of them have been rescned from a life of the lowest degrada
tion." He intensely realised the value of prayer, which in all manner 
of trial and difficulty was his :first and last resource. 

In 1864, contrary to the wishes of many friends, Mr. Pennefather left 
Barnet, and settled at St. J ude's, Mildmay Park. The change from the 
conntry, in which he delighted, to a new London neighbourhood with 
its less pure atmosphere and rongh unfinished streets, was not inviting; 
but having determined that his work was done in the suburban town 
he connted the cost and went forward in faith. The people at once 
fonnd that a man of power had come among them. although the vast 
influence he exercised had its spring in his habits of unceasing prayer 
and all-sufficient faith. The church had soon to be enlarged, and the 
schools were proportionately prosperous. While at Mildmay, he 
originated the great Conference Hall and Deaconness Houses which 
ba,e, in many re~pects, proved a blessing to the chnrch at large, by 
drawing together Christians of all denominations for mutual counsel 
and encouragement. Mildmay Hall will, we trust, be kept in its own 
line of usefulness for many years to come, and develop into a more 
and more attractive centre for a true form of Evangelical Alliance. The 
Plymonths will spoil the business if they can, with their wild gourds, 
and then we Ehall have to cry, " there is death in the pot; '' but at this 
present there are noble spirits in the front who will, we trust, be aware 
of the danger and prevent it. Undenominational sectarians of the bit
terest type, anxious to promote their disintegrating projects, rush to any 
likelv centre for a time, but they have no element ofcohesion, and when 
the bond of common disorder is gone they scatter again to do mischief 
elH,where, leaving their old haunt a mere ruin. They are of no use 
\\"hrn they are at their best, and when they show their rough side they 
are bad indeed. 

The rise and progress of Mr. Pennefather's institutions form a telling 
chapter in the history of faith's achievements; but space will not allow 
of our detailing them here. Mr. Pennefather was looking forward ~o 
another conference when he was called away to his rest and reward rn 
the spring of 1873. His memory is blessed. 



315 

lgt Qt~inn inlnnh ~inzion. 

MR. J. HUDSON TAYLOR and the China Inland Mission ham 
often been referred to in The Sword and the Trowel. Some par

ticulars concerning this mission, when and why formed, its objects and 
aims, its progress, how it is sustained, and some other peculiarities of 
its work and history, will not be without interest. 

We think that the facts of its history not only justify its existence, 
but establish its claim to the prayerful sympathy of all evangelical 
churches. 

WHEN THE MISSION WAS FORMED. 

The mission was formed in 1865, but previous to this date several 
missionaries had gone out to China in connection with Mr. Taylor. 
Coming home from China in 1860 after six years' labour, broken down 
in health, and deeply affected by China's need, he was anxious for an 
increased number of workers; and under date January 16th, 1860, as 
we find in his pamphlet, " China: its spiritual need and claims," 
wrote to a friend in England-" Do you know of any earnest, devoted 
young men desirous of serving the Lord in China; who, not wishing 
for more than their expenses, would be willing to come out and lahour 
here? Oh, for four or five such helpers! ... In answer to prayer the 
means would be found." Throughout his voyage, he says, " Our earnest 
prayer to God was that he would overrule our return to this country 
for good to China, and make it instrumental in raising up at least flee 
helpers to labour in Ningpo, and the province of Cheh-Kiang." 

These prayers were answered, and in 1862 Mr. Meadows, the first 
missionary helper in connection with this work, went out. He was 
followed by others, and in 1865 the mission was formed. 

WHY THE MISSION WAS FORMED. 

The pamphlet already referred to sets forth the deep spiritual need 
of China, and the utter inadequacy of the existing agencies to meet it. 
China, with about one-third of the entire population of the world, had, 
in 1865, about ninety-one Protestant missionaries-about four millions 
ofChinese to each missionary. To quote from the pamphlet:-" There are 
eleven provinces in China proper in which not one Protestant missionary 
is, or ever has been, stationed, the average population of which equals the 
total number of inhabitants in England. . . . Shall not the claims of 
an empire like this be not only admitted, but realized? Shall not the 
eternal interests of one-third of our race stir the deepest sympathies of 
our nature, the most strenuous efforts of onr blood-bought powers? 
Shall not the low wail of helpless, hopeless misery, arising from half 
the heathen world, pierce our slu~gish ear, and rouse us-body, ~oul, 
and spirit- to one mighty, continued, unconquerable effort fo: Ch~na's 
weal; that, strong in God's strength, and in th_e power of his might, 
we may snatch the prey from the hand of the mighty, may pl~ck these 
brands from the everlasting burnings, and re~cue these captives fr?m 
the thraldom of sin and Satan, to grace the trrnmphs of our sovereign 



316 Tim CHlNA INLAND MISSION. 

King, and to shine for ever as stars in his diadem? ... It is the 
prayerful consideration of these facts, and the deepening realizatiou of 
China's awful destitution of all that can make man tmly ho.ppy, that 
constrains the writer, by every means in his power, to lay its clo.ims as 
a heavy burden upon the hearts of those who have alreo.dy experienced 
the power of the blood of Christ; and to seek from the Lord the men 
and the means to carry the gospel into every province of this benighted 
land." 

With a need so urgent there was no room to douU the necessi'ty for 
further ~(fort, but there wai:; a special desire that what was done should 
not be in competition with any existing mission, but auxiliary to all 
other agencies at work. 

The problem was-how to attempt an auxiliary effort that should 
not in any degree interfere with the operations of those missionary so
cieties whose agents were already in the field, and on whose labours 
God had put his seal of approbation. There were societies already 
seeking in vain for additional labourers; where, then, were new mis
sionaries to come from? There were agencies in need of increased 
fonds; how could pecuniary supplies be drawn without diverting con
tributions from established channels? a procedure greatly to be uepre
cated. Again: were men and means forthcoming, would the interior 
of China be found open to their labours? Would they have needful 
protection? and should they succeed in penetrating the remote pro
vinces of central and westeru China, could pecuniary supplies be trans
mitted to them? Such were some of the problems before ns. 

After prolonged waiting upon God and much earnest prayer, and 
after conference with experienced workers in the home and foreign field, 
it was concluded that these difficulties might be largely met by forming 
a mission on a catholic basis, for evangelistic purposes; one in which 
members of various evangelical churches, sound in the faith on funda
mental points, might work together in spreading the knowledge of the 
blessed Saviour, whom all love and adore. It was believed that, in 
answer to prayer, suitable agents would be raised up; ond that by 
adopting the plan of making no collections, interference with contribu
tions to existing societies might be avoided; while, if we only had God
sent workers, there could be no doubt as to his faithfulness in supplying 
their pecuniary needs. 

THE A VOWED OBJECT OF THE MISSION. 

This was, as we have already named, "to carry the gospel into every 
province." This was disLinclly stated at the outset, and in referen?e 
to it under date January 5th, 1866, the devoted W. C. Burns, then m 
Pekril, wrote:-" Your plan of seeking to plant two missionaries in 
each of the unoccupied provinces is a noble one; and if, by the help 
of our God, it is but half a<.:complished, a great step will have been 
taken in advance, and the necessities of China will become more visible 
and urgent in the view o~ all Protestant churc~es." Th!s p~rpose 
was referred to more fully rn the pamphlet, but 1t was decided m the_ 
first instance to open a number of inland stations in the province ot 
Cheh-Kiang, and gradually to extend the operations, as the workers 
gained experience, and as God opened the way. 
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TIJJ-: AGENCY EMPLOYF.D. 

To accomplish the objed in view missionaries were needed. Th~ 
first prayer was for suitable men and women to go out to the field. The 
need waH made known in various ways, and candidates offered them
selves from different parts of the United Kingdom, from among whom, 
after suitable training and probation, missionaries have been selected 
from time to time. 

Mr. Meadows, the senior missionar_y, went out in 1862. In 1865 
five others were sent, and on the 26th of May, 1866, a party of seventeen 
sailed in the Lammermuir, making altol!ether twenty-three in the field. 

From 1867-70 sixteen others arrived in China; from 1872-74 eight 
followed; during 1875-76 t1centy-two were added; during 1878 twenty
eight more followed, and six others have gone this year. Of these, 
eighty-eight (namely, nineteen married couples and fifty single mis
sionaries) are now in connection with the work. There are also twelve 
native pastors, thirty-six evangelists, thirty-seven preachers, colporteurs, 
and schoolmasters, ten .Bible women, and six chapel-keepers. 

UNSECTARIAN CHARACTER OF THE AGENCY. 

Mr. Taylor says-" Our missionaries have been accepted from all the 
leading denominations on satisfactory evidence of their personal piety, 
soundness of faith on essential points, and, as far as could be judged, 
fitness for the work. Those whose views correspond on minor points 
work together, and, as far as possible, in contiguous districts. When 
the Lord uses them to gather churches they are at liberty to carry out 
those views of church government which they believe to be most scrip
tural. The area we cover being wide, there is little danger of clashing, 
and the harmony of our work has never been disturbed by questions 
arising from difference of views."-Cliina's JJ1illions, 1875, p. 31. 

SOME PARTICULARS ABOUT FUNDS. 

As to pecuniary support, we have to praise God for his constant and 
continued care. The spontaneous liberality of his people not only met 
the immediate expenditure connected with the going out of the Lam
mermuir party, ten years ago, but enabled us to commence our work in 
China with a balance in hand of rather more than £2,000. The con
tributions from year to year have sustained the work adequately, though 
not without our faith being at times considerably exercised. But we 
have never had to leave an open door unentered for lack of funds; and 
although the last penny has not unfrequently been spent, none of our 
native agents or foreign missionaries have ever lacked the promised 
"daily bread." Times of trial have always been times of spiritual 
bl~ss_ing, and needed supplies have never failed. The income of the 
m1ss10n has been as follows :-

January to December, 1865 ... £1,130 9 2 
January to May 25, 1866 ... 4,094 12 3 
Mav 26, 1866, to May 25, 1867 2,971 19 9 

Do., 1867, to do., 1868 ::1,358 3 9 
Do., 1868, to do., 1869 4,102 19 4 
Do., 186H, to do., 1870 3,912 11 1 

22 
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May ~6, 1870, to MRy 25, 1871 
Do., 18il, to do., 1872 
Do., 1872, to do., 1873 
Do., 1873, to do., 1874 
Do., 1874-, to do., 1875 
Do., 1875, to do., 1876 
Do., 1876, to do., 1877 
Do.. 1877, to do., 1878 

Donations for new work sent direct to or 
contributed in China ... 

£3,71 l 
3,205 
:1,373 
4,426 
7,311 
8,IUJ 
7,726 
8,644 

2,200 

2 G 
1 2 

18 10 
3 7 

15 7 
14- 2 
17 11 
9 0 

0 0 
Besides this, several thousand pounds, specially given for work in 

new provinces, were received. About £8,000 was also received by the 
rui~sion for relief of the sufferers from the famine, making more than 
£76,000 received since the formation of the mission up to May, 1878. 

SOME ANSWERS TO PRAYER. 

God had been besought for the needed funds for the outfits and 
passages of missionaries, and with what result the following extract 
from the second Occasicnal Paper, issued in May, 1866, will show: ..... 

"From Occasional Paper No. 1 it will be seen that the receipts for 
1864- were £51 14-s.; for 1865, from January to June, £221 12s. 6d., 
besides two free passages; from June to December, £923 12s. 8d. 
Hindrances having occurred, the rough manuscript of the Occasumal 
Paper No. 1 was not completed till February 6th, 1866. Up to this 
time we had received (from December 30th) £170 8s. 3d. We felt 
much encouraged by the receipt of so much money in little more than 
a month, as it was entirely made up of donations unsolicited by us
save from God. But it was also evident that we must ask the Lord to 
do yet greater things for us, or it would be impossible for a party of 
from ten to sixteen to leave in the middle of May. Daily 1mited prayer 
was therefore offered to God for the funds needful for the outfits and 
passages of as many e.s he would have to go ont in May. Owing to 
delays in the engraving of the cover and the printing of the Occasional 
Paper, it was not ready for the publisher till March 12th. On this day 
I again examined my mission cash-book, and the comparison of the 
result of the two similar periods of one month and six days ea.eh, one 
before and one after special prayer for £1,500 to £200 was very 
striking:-

Receipts from Dec. 30th to Feb. 6th ... £ 170 8 3 
,, ,, Feb. 6th to Mar.12th £1,774- 5 11 

Fnnds advised between Feb. 6th and 
Mar. 12th (since received) 200 0 0 

----- £1,974 5 11 
"Tb.is, it will be noticed, was previous to the circnla.tion of the Occa

sional Paper, and consequently was not the result of it. It was the 
response of a faithful God to the united prayers of those whom he had 
called to serve him in the gospel of his dear Son. We can now compare 
v,ith these two periods, a third of the Rame extent. From March 12th 
to April 18th, the receipts were £529; showing that when God had 
supplied the special need, the special supply also ceaBed. Truly there 
n a LIVING GOD, and He is the hearer and answerer of prayer." 
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"Then, in regard to menns, our trust in God was not disappointed. 
On the morning of the 24th of May, when we met for our usual 
hour of prayer for China, I remarked, 'The Lord haR lessened our cor
respondence, as I suggested might be the case, but this has involved 
lessened contributions. We must ask him to remind some of his 
wealthy stewards of the need of the work.' I added up the amounts 
received by me from May 4th to the 24th, and found they came to 
£68 6s. 2d. I then added, 'This is nearly £235 less than our averaae 
expenditure in China for three weeks. Let us remind the Lord of it!" 
We did so. 

" That evening the postman brought a letter, which, when opened, 
was found to contain a cheque for £235 7s. !ld., to be entered, 'From 
Pie sale of plate.' Thus the Lord made up the sum asked for, and even 
more, for the next morning the first half of a £5 note was also received 
from another donor. I need not say how joyfully we thanked God at 
our little prayer meeting, an hour or two later, for thus caring for onr 
far-off brethren, and how earnestly God's blessing was asked for the 
bountiful donors and their families. Dear readers, 'trust in him at all 
times;' you will never have cause to regret it.''-C!hina's 1Jlillions, 
1875, p. 19. 

" On the afternoon of October 14th we wrote to our brethren, Mr. 
S. B. Drake and Mr. W. L. Elliston, telling them that, the missionary 
party having left us, we were able to receive them with a view to their 
early departure for China. We mentioned that we had not a penny in 
hand towards the expenses of their going out, but reckoned, as hereto
fore, on the faithfulness of God to supply all that was needed. These 
letters we posted at 5·15. By the 9 o'clock delivery of that same night, 
a letter reached us from a distant European capital, containing dona
tions for several objects. And amongst them one hundred pounds to 
pay the passages of two new missionaries to the very districts to which 
we had designated the above-named brethren. The kind donor knew 
nothing of the circumstances in which we were placed; but God, who 
knew all, had anticipated the prayers of that very day, and laid several 
needs, which we met by that letter, on the heart of his servant. In 
writing to these two brethren, whom we had known as desirous of 
serving the Lord in China, for two or three years, we had, as usual, to 
act in faith; but our readers will notice how soon after the Lord justi
fied that faith which rested on his own sure word of promise. Mr. A. G. 
Parrott, who has been preparing for work in China about the same time, 
accompanies them."-China's Millions, Dec. 1878. 

"On Friday, February 21st, we were able to make no remittance to 
China; and the funds were not yet in hand for the outfits and passages 
of some of the party expected to sail from Marseilles on March 9th. 
Under these circumstances it was remembered with thankfulness how 
frequently-nay, almost invariably-God has given special tokens of 
his readiness to help, about the time of a departure of new missionaries; 
and at the daily prayer-meeting from twelve to one o'clock, with thanks
giving and praise for past mercies, God was asked ·again to show him
self gracious, not only-in supplying present and immediate need~, but 
also in encouraging the hearts of his young servant~, "·ho were casting 
themschcs upon his faithfulness for life, for health, for food, for raiment, 
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and for all the grace and help needed in his service. He was asked, if 
it were his gracious will, to send, and to send speedily, some large and 
comiiderable gift, or gifts-something so marked as to be unmistfilrnbly 
his ' answering message '; and to select from among his many children 
some whom he would as richly bless in the giving as he would the work 
by the gift. With great joy aud rest of heart these petitions were left 
with him. 

"On Saturday morning, February 22nd, the 'answering mes!'.age' 
came by the first post. One of the letters contained a cheque for £GOO .. 
Our hearts were gladdened, our faith was strengthened, and not only in 
private, but at our weekly prayer-meeting, thanksgiving and praise 
were offered to God, and oearty prayer went up that he would 
abundantly bless the munificent donor, and every member of his house
hold. We can testify from oft-repeated experience that it is blessed 
indeed to ' trust in him at all times,' and would exhort all his tried ones 
to 'ponr out' their hearts 'before him,' for the LIVING Goo verily 'is a 
refuge for ns.' "-J. H. T.: Cliina's Millions, April, 1879. 

In Mr. Taylor's pamphlet on '' China's Spiritual Need, etc.,'' published 
in 1865, he wrote :-" Feeling on the one hand the solemn responsi
bilities that rest upon us, and on the other the gracious encouragements 
which meet us everywhere in the word of God, we do not ·hesitate to 
ask the great Lord of the harvest to thrust forth at least twenty-four 
European and twenty-four native evangelists to plant the standard of 
the Cross in the ele,en unevangelized provinces of China proper and in 
Chinese Tartary." The following paragraph proves that God delights 
to honour those who honour him by trusting his pledged word:-

To-day (May 27, 1878) we are permitted to record that twenty-four 
European labourers have gone forth for this special work, and that 
eleven provin.ces have all been visited. Though Chinese Tartary has 
not yet been penetrated, Eastern Tbibet has, an.d an importan.t station 
has been open.ed in Bhamo on the -Burmo-Chin.ese frontier. 

SOME RESULTS OF THE WORK. 

From the table of the stations of the mission, corrected to 1878, we 
learn. that no less than 64 stations and sub-stations have been. opened. 
The statistical statement for 1877 showed that 777 persons bad been 
baptized to that date, and we are assured that the present total is about 
1,000. The total number of Chinese in church fellowship in. connec
tion with the mission in May, 1878, was 593. The report for the two 
years ending May 2G, 1878, makes special mention of the evangelistic 
tours of the missionaries into provinces previously without a witness 
for Christ. Nine provinces were thus visited by the agents of the 
China Inland Mission, accompanied by native Christians, and in all of 
them they preached the gospel, and distributed many thousands of 
tracts and portions of Scripture. During these journeys tliey travelled 
more than 30,000 miles. The provinces to which they went contained 
o hundred and fifty millions of people, but NOT O,NE PROTESTANT :MIS
i-::IONARY resided in the whole of the nine provinces. 
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~nmws .of ~atntridt,z in i):inhdtr(" 
SOME ministerR have been reckoned eccentric simply and only 

becfluse they have been natural. They have been themselves, and 
not copicA of others: what was in them they have not restrained, but 
have given full play to all their powers. Take for instance John 
Berridge. Berridge was quaint by natnre. In the former lecture I 
quoted purposely from his letters rather than from any of his sermons 
or didactic works, because in a letter you see a man at ease. Berridge 
could not help being singular, for the form of his mind led him in that 
direction, and his bachelor life helped to develop his idiosyncrasies. His 
quaintness was all his own, and you see it in his household arrange
ments, as for instance when he says to a friend : " I am glad to see you 
write of a visit to Everton; we have always plenty of horse provender 
at hand; but unless you send me notice beforehand of your coming, 
you will have a cold and scant_v meal ; for we roast only twice in the 
week. Let me have a line, and I will give you the same treat I always 
gave to Mr. Whitefield, an eighteen-penny barn-door fowl ; this will 
neither burst you nor ruin me; half yon shall have with a pudding-, 
and the rest at night. Much grace and sweet peace be with yourself 
and partner ; and the blessing of a new heart be with your children. 
With many thanks, I remain your affectionate servant, J. B." 

Nor is it less manifest in his hymns, even the most sober of them, as 
for instance in the well-known verse where he speaks of the saints in 
heaven and cries-

" Ah, Lord, with feeble steps I creep, 
And sometimes sing and sometimeB weep ; 
But strip me of my house of clny, 
And I will sing ns loud as they." 

We are not likely to censure the good man for his oddities more 
severely than he does himself, for in another of his pieces he writes-

" Brisk and dull in hnlf an hour, 
Hot and cold, and sweet and 8our, 
Sometimes grnve at Jesus' school, 
Son;ietimes light and piny the fool. 

"What a motley wretch am I, 
Full of inconsistency! 
Sure the plngue is in my henrt, 
Else I could not act this part." 

Rowland Hill, again, was odd by nature, and put as great a constraint 
upon himself as he could, but it would break out. On one occasion he 
preached in Dr. Collyer's chapel at Peckham, where everything was of 
the most stately order. He spoke for twenty-five minutes in a strain 
of deepest solemnity, but at last the real man broke out, and for the 
next quarter of an hour quaintness came to the front. In the vestry, 
at the close, he observed that he had over and over again resolved to 
uttcl' no expression which could excite a smile, but, said he, "I find it's 

,. These pnges nre ll. sample of the new volume by C. H. Spurgeon, entitled
" Eccentric Preacher•," which will be issued in a few days. It is the sixth book of 
Mr. Spurgeon's shilling series, and will we trust meet with a warm reception. 
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of no me. Though my Ycry life depended upon it, I could not help rny
llelf.'' Be never went out of his way for odd and striking sayings, he 
even stro\'e to aYoid them, but they were natural to him, and he was 
not himself without them. Do we blame the man for being himself? 
We blame him not, but corn.mend him. Originality is not to be cen
sured, but encouraged. Sit· Joshua Reynolds says of painters, "Few 
ha,e been taught to any purpose who have not been their own teachers." 
It was the excellence of Gainsborough that he formed his style for him
self in the fields, and not in tlie studies of an academy. "The methods 
he used for producing his effects had very much the appearance of an 
artist who had ne,er learned from others the usual and regular practice 
belonging to the art; for still, like a man of strong intuitive perception 
of what was required, he found out a way of his own to accomplish his 
purpose." We need in the pulpit more Gains boroughs, for we have 
quite enough of the academy men of this school and the other. 

Some men ha,e been dubbed eccentric because they have been more 
truthful than theii· fellows. Exact truth-speaking is none too common 
in our country. Few say that they are bnsy and cannot see those who 
call on them, but they are "not at home." Writing to persons whom 
they hate many begin with " M:y dear sir "; and to persons for whom 
they have no respect they subscribe themselves " Your obedient servant." 
These are only qnoted as feeble specimens of genteel falsehood, but like 
straws they show how the wind blows. Now, there are a few men who 
are called eccentric because they do not believe in etiquettical lying, but 
speak the truth, whether they offend or please. A gentleman not long 
ago was set down as very eccentric because, being asked whether the tea 
was to his taste, he replied that it was not, for it was very weak and 
nearly cold. Others had equivocated, or had expressed themselves de
lighted with the nanseons decoction, and none of these :were set dow_n 
as eccentric. The more's the pity! Where truth is thought eccentric 
the age itself is out of gear. 

Good Mr. Grimshaw of Haworth once displayed his eccentricity when 
M:r. Whitefield was preaching in his church. Whitefield in his sermo!l 
having spoken severely of those professors of the gospel who, by their 
loose and evil conduct, caused the ways of troth to be evil spoken of, 
intimated his hope that it was not necessary to enlarge much upon that 
topic to the congregation before him, who had long bee~ privileged to 
listen to the earnest addresses of such an able and faithful preacher. 
Up gets Mr. Grimshaw and says in a loud voice, "Oh I sir, for God's 
sake, don't speak so ; I pray you do not flatter them. I fear the ~reater 
part of them are going to hell with their ~yes open.'.' Very _d_1fferent 
this from the smooth-spoken flatterer who did not desire the v1S1t of an 
evangelist, because such people were only fit to preach to the wicked, 
and he was not aware that there was one such person in his parish. 

Mr. Hill once rebuked an Antinomian who was in the habit of drink
ing. The man replied with a knowing look, "Now, do you think, M_r. 
Hill, a glass of spirits will drive grace out of my heart?" "No,'' s~1d 
tLe faithful old gentleman," for there is none in it." 'fhis was puttmg 
the truth pre! ty clearly, and for that very reason it is spoken of as 
eccentric. 

Matthew Wilks was remarkable for hatred of the flattering terms 
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which certain unctuous brethren would every now and then lavish up0n 
him. "There," said he, "I have been much pleased with my people's 
prayers to-night. No stuff, no fhl.ttery, no speaking of me as a dear 
venerable saint, until I almost go into hysterics. Saint, indeed ! A 
poor worm ! I can scarcely refrain from speaking aloud when such 
language frets my ears.'' To a wealthy man who had headed a sub
scription list for an excellent institution with a very small sum he said, 
"I will have nothing to do with it since you do so little for it. Yon 
have strangled Lhe child in its birth, when you should have nourished 
and cherished it until you had set it upon its feet.'' 

Now, in these cases the eccentricity lay in plain speaking, and this 
is an order of eccentricity of which we cannot very well have too much, 
if it be accompanied by sincere affection and tempered with gentleness. 
But of this I feel quite sure, that if any man will make up his mind 
that be will only say what he believes to be strictly true be will be 
thought odd and eccentric before the sun goes down. 

Certain preachers have been very eccentric because they have been 
manly, too manly to be hampered by the customs and manners of the 
period. They have broken through one and another of the rules which 
have been constructed for the propping up of mannikins, and have be
haved themselves as men. Mr. Binney was often thought eccentric for 
nothing else than his boldness and freedom from pulpit affectations. 
Why, sirs, there are places where it would be eccentric to speak so as to 
startle the drowsy, eccentric to illustrate your words by suitable action, 
eccentric to use a simple illustration: in fact, eccentric to utter any
thing more striking than the polished nullities of Blair. True-hearted 
men are not readily held is by the cramping-irons of childish fashion, 
but they are of the mind of Matthew Wilks who said, "Flesh will cry 
out, 'What w-ill men say?' but a sanctified conscience will cry, 'What 
will God say?'" Egyptian art was reduced to an unvarying ugliness 
by laws which fixed the form of every feature and limb of its statues: 
the artist who should have imitated the graceful life of Grecian sculp
ture would have been condemned by his nation as grievously eccentric, 
and yet unbiaseed ages would have exonerated the innovator from any 
.fault; the case is the same who break through artificial rules, and 
boldly refuse to be mere copyists of the regulation patterns. In some 
places the style has heen fixed by some venerated pastor who has gone 
to his rest; his threadbare mantle, which was excellent wear for him, 
is supposed to be the exact garment for his successor, and the old 
women of both sexes cry out against any who choose to wear their own 
clothes. 

After all, the eccentricities of manly life never equal those of the 
wretched dance of death, or sleep of death, which is so dear to mere 
1'outine. Think of such an event as the following happening among 
your orderly readers of other men's discourses, for the like has happened 
and must have happened many times. A certain preacher delivered a 
discourse in which occurred such a passage as this : " On account of 
your sins and your neglect of the house of God, your wantonness and 
rour _gluttony, the anger of the Most High is_prov~ke~, and therefor~ 
ls th1e great plague come upon you, and death 1s ragmg m ev~ry street. 
When the sermon was finished the officials of the township came to 
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know where this plague was, and what deat.hs had happened; indeed, o.11 
the congregation were anxious to know where this dreadful disease was 
raging. "Oh,"' said this orderly reader of sermons, "I do not know 
where it is, but it was in my sermon, and so I was obliged to read it 
to you.'' It would be easy enough to enlarge upon the accidents 
which must occur where borrowed, or rather stolen, sermons are preached; 
bnt this is not my point, I merely mention this as one instance of the 
way in which pros_r routine becomes itself ludicrous. To me it seems 
always ludicrous if looked at through the glass of truth. Primness, 
fashionableness, and dignity are but little separated from the ridiculous; 
at their very best there is hut one step between them, and that step is 
oft.en taken with grave obliviousness that it is so. 

I make bold to say that some men have been styled eccentric because 
they are really in earnest, and earnestness defies rules. I do not believe 
thttt it is possible for a man in downright earnest to be always "proper." 
I suppose there is a proper way of getting a lady out of her bedchamber 
when her house is on fire, but doubtless our firemen often violate the 
proprieties when they have such a thing to do. They have to rush in 
anyhow to save life, and they cannot stay to make apologies. The flames 
are urgent, and so must the rescuer be, 01· life will be lost. I suppose 
there is a proper way of puWng persons out of the water when they are 
drowning, bat I have known brave fellows drag them out by the hair 
of their beads, which was rough and rude, but it answered the purpose. 
Did anyone ever blame the doer of the deed for his roughness? Is not 
the soul more precious than the body, and who would suffer it to be lost 
for the sake of etiquette? A man may go into the pulpit as prim as 
you please, and he may even wear tight-fitting lavender gloves, such as 
I have heard of, but let him feel an inward anguish for the souls of men 
and he will forget his dignity and bursL his gloves, and in all probability 
never buy a sec,,nd pair. A man may be stiffly proper, and even elegant 
and delicate till be comes to real grips with men's consciences, and then, 
like the soldier at Waterloo who wished to be in his shirt-sleeves, he will 
feel hampered by his buckram and his starch, and speak like a man to 
men, and then some buoby or other will hold up his hands and cry, 
"Dear me, how dreadfully eccentric!" • 

A few divines ba,e seemed to be eccentric because of the wealth of 
poetry which dwelt in their speech. Men of the prosaic school are quite 
startled by expressions which to poetical minds ai:e natural enough, and 
by no means singular. It needs genius in the hearer to enjoy genius 
in the preacher. One of my personal friends, whose sermons are essen
tially poems, laughed the other day right heartily at the expression of 
an admiring bearer, who did not at one time appreciate him. "Ah," 
said the good man, "I am very sorry that I was so foolish as to leave 
your mirnstry for a time, but then you see I used to he(J,r you icitl~ et 
jaundiced eye!" It is this jaundiced eye of cold matter-of-fact which 
is unable to perceive the beauty of sparkling metaphors and images, 
and therefore sees instead mere eccentricity. In my earlier days I have 
heard rustic prayers which thrilled me, not only with their spirituality, 
but with their poetry, and yet I beard others exclaiming against t~e 
extravagance of the language. One whom many i:cgarded as eccentnc 
in Lis preaching was a great favourite with me, and I remember now 
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his striking s11.yings, his choice 11.phorisms, and his rare imagery, while 
other sermons have faded from my memory, becfluse they never touched 
my heart. I could have said of bim what John Bradford said of 
Latimer," I h11.ve an ear for other divines, but I have a heart for you." 
Doubtless there 11.re many others who are condemned for their eccen
tricity by the simpletons around them, becau~e they have wealthy 
creative minds, and scatter pearls with both their hands. 

Eccentricity has also been charged on mm of shrewd common .~ense. 
They have baffled those who songht to entrap them, and in revenge 
their adversaries have dubbed them eccentric. They were not quite so 
easily gulled as their contemporaries, bat levelled a little mother-wit at 
cants and hypocrites, and deriders, and so they must be libelled as odd 
fellows. As this is a point which I do not intend to dwell upon at any 
length, I will only illustrate it by the story of the eccentric shepherd, 
and remark that similar shrewdness on the part of ministers is of the 
utmost value, but is pretty sure to incur the charge of eccentricity. 
Here is the story. "An exceedingly proud clergyman, riding over a 
common, saw a shepherd tending his flock and wearing a new coat. 
The parson asked in a haughty tone who gave him that coat. 'The 
same people (said the shepherd) that clothe you-the parish.' The 
clergyman, nettled a little, rode on murmuring a considerable way, and 
at length sent his man back to ask the shepherd if he would come and 
live with him, for he thought of keeping a fool. The man went to the 
shepherd accordingly and delivered his master's message, imagining 
that his master really wanted a fool. ' Are you going away then ?' 
said the shepherd. 'No,' answered the other. 'Then you may tell 
your master (replied the shepherd) that his living won't maintain three 
of us.'" Such crushing replies Rowland Hill and others were quite 
capable of giving to hypocrites and mockers, and they did well thns 
to silence them, but it earned them the title of eccentric. 

f optr!l anh i aganhan. 
POPERY is but heathenism disguised wit.h a Christian name. 

Their penances and penal satisfactions are like the gashing and 
lancing of Baal's priests ; their saints and mediators of intercession are 
like the doctrines of demons among the Gentiles, for they also had their 
inferior deities, and glorified heroes; their holy water suits with the 
heathen lustrations; and their costly offerings to their images answer 
to the sacrifices and oblations to appease their gods, which idulacers 
gave for the sin of their souls. Adoring their relics is like the respect 
the heathens paid to the memorials of departed heroes; and as pagans 
had tutelar gods for every city, so papists have their saints for every 
city and nation; their St. Sebastian !or the pestilence, their Apollouin, 
for the toothache, and the like. It is easy to rake in this dirt. It was 
not for the devil's interest, when the ensign of the gospel was !ifced up, 
to draw men to downright and openly avowed heathenism; therefore 
he did more secretly mingle the customs und superstitions of the 
Gentiles with the food of life (like poison comeyed in perfume), that 
the souls of men might be the more readily inrected, alienated, and 
drawn from God. Popery doth not only add to the true religion, but 
destroys it and is contrary to it.-1'/tomas Jlanton. 
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~dr.ov1llihtu iabtrmrdc Qtouutr,i l\iffsi.ou. 
ALL the readers of Tlie Sword and the Trowel are probably by this 

time familiar with the history and progress of the principal 
institutions connected with the church at the Tabernacle,-such as the 
Pastors' College, Stockwell Orphanage, Colportage Association, and 
Evangelists' Society. There are, however, many smaller works which 
are well worthy of the support and sympathy of Christians generally; 
for although they are under the management of some of our friends 
their sphere of usefulness extends far beyond the region in the nei17h
bourhood of Kewington. In the December number of our magazine "'we 
gave a description of our Home Evangelists' Association, and the kindly 
intert'st elicited by that article encourages us to say something about 
its companion in labour, the Country :Mission, of which our venerable 
brother. Elder Bowker, is the President; Elder White, Vice-President; 
Mr. R. Hayward, Treasurer : and :Messrs. T. G. Clough and Burbridge, 
Secretaries. M:r. Elvin's evangelists confine their efforts to the metro
polis, but the Country Mission, a, its name implies, embraces a wider 
area, and supplies, as far as it can, the spiritual wants of the regions 
within easy reach of London, longer distances as a rule needing more 
time than can be spared by its members, most of whom have to be back 
in business on Monday mornings. There is no prescribed limit to their 
operations, but practically their labours do not extend beyond forty 
miles from the head-quarters of their Mission. The stations occupied 
at the present time are situated in the five counties of Surrey, Essex, 
Kent, Middlesex, and Herts; and their number might be largely mul
tiplied if Christians living in the suburban and country districts where 
there is a lack of faithful, earnest, gospel preaching would supply in
formation as to suitable rooms or balls in which the young men could 
commence evangelistic work. If no better place .could be secured. they 
might follow the example of Cornelius, and call together their kinsmen 
and near friends into their own houses, and send word to the President 
of the Mission that they were all waiting to hear a man who, like Peter, 
should speak unto them in the name of the Lord; and who knows but 
that the result in many cases might be the same as it wos in Cresarea, 
where "the Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word"? 

The origin of this society was a very humble one, but the germ 
having been fnll of life it bas continued to grow, and every year rich har
vests are reaped from what a little more than ten years ago was only a 
single grain. A small band of Christian workers, principally connected 
with Walworth Road Chapel, had been for a long time labouring in one of 
the dark parts of London, when they were invited to conduct services at 
Sutton Valence and Headcorn, in Kent. They commenced by spending 
their holidays there, preaching in a private room and in the open-air, and 
visiting the people at their homes. The needs of these two country places, 
and the success given to the brethren's efforts there, suggested the de
sirability of establishin~ a society which should seek to carry the gospel 
to other places similarly destitute; and accordingly, on October 2nd, 
l!::iG8, "THE BAPTIST COGNTRY M1ssION '' was formed with a member
ship of thirteen. Among the rules adopted at this meeting was one to 
the effect that every member should he a subscriber to the funds of the 
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society, and that no liability should be incurred without there bcin~ 
sufficient funds to meet the claim. At the end of the first twel vc 
months the Treasurer reported a total income of £28 2s. Dd., which 
had all been expended on the work at Sutton and Headcorn. The fol
lowinir year another station was occupied, namely, Tiptree Heath, 
Kelvedon, Essex, which still remains connected with the mission. TIVo 
of the members lived on the spot, and consequently only occasional 
supplies were needed from London. As the society grew strong enough, 
Mr. Near, who had charge of the work, received a small grant from its 
funds, in order that he might devote part of the week'to visiting people 
and evangelizing in the surrounding villages. Last year he was 
accepted as one of the agents of the :Metropolitan Tabernacle Col portage 
Association, but the Country Mission continues to render him some help 
in his labours at Tiptree. The following report of the work at this 
place was presented at the annual meeting- held at the Tabernacle a fow 
weeks since:-" The services held in the Mission-room on Sunday even
ings are largely attended and highly valued. They are much needed, 
as there are no other Sunday evening services in the neighbourhood. 
Mr. Near superintends the work, but spends as much time as he can in 
holding cottage meetings in the surrouudiug villages. We are happy to 
say that souls have been led to Jesus, and that the Lord's people have 
been blessed and strengthened. We feared that we should have lost the 
Mission-room, as it was recently put up for sale, but a kind friend in 
London, Mr. Parker, of Walworth Road Chapel, purchased it, so that 
the services might not be discontinued. Oar treasurer and secretary 
lately visited Mr. Near, when they were greatly cheered by the testimony 
they received of the good work which is being done by their repre
sentative." 

The total income for the year ending October. 1870, was £39 12s. 3d., 
but as the members considered that amount too large to spend on such 
a small number of districts at so great a distance from town, they 
decided to look for " fresh fields and pastures new" near London. 
Accordingly, the following report contains notices of services com
menced at St. Mar.I/ Cray, Forest Hill, and Tooting; and since then 
the banner of the Mission has been planted in Coggeshall, Carshalton, 
Putney, Wallhamstow, Southgate, Teddinglon, Peckham, Sydenham, Pope 
Street near Eltham, King's Langley, .New Hampton, Westbourne Park, 
Morden, South Mims, Isleworth, Brentford, Caterham, and other places 
of which no record has been kept. In August, 1873, the Mission 
became recognised as a Tabernacle institution, and from that time it 
has borne the name of "THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE COUNTRY 
MISSION." 

Success has not been realised to an equal extent in every instance, 
but the blessing that has been given in some cases has been of the 
most remarkable kind. Churches have been formed, chapels erected, 
Sunday-schools and other agencies organized, and the young men who 
began by holding, perhaps, an open-ail- service in the place, are at the 
present moment pastors of flourishing communities, having in the 
meantime received in the Pastors' College the necessary training for 
'.' th_e office of a bishop," or being now students in that most valuable 
institution. 
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Two illustrations of works of this kind may here appropriately be 
given. The first is-

MARKHOUSE cmnrnN, w ALTHAMSTOW, 
This was commenced by some gentlemen in the neighbourhood, who 

undertook the necessary financial responsibility, the Mission being only 
reqnired to find the preachers. This it ,vas most happy to do, and it 
will be equally pleased to do the same for any other district where the 
means can be fo11nd by Christian friends on the spot. The men are 
ready: will not tl1e Lord's stewards find the money that is needed, 
that in days to come reports similar to this may be sent from other dis
tricts all around us? Mr. Breewood, who was the Secretary of the 
Mission from its formation until he entered the College, in 1876, has 
issued a circular soliciting subscriptions for the building of a chapel to 
seat 600 persons, and to cost £2000; for this there is a great necessity 
if the spiritual needs of the district are to be met. 

PUTNEY. 
The work here was commenced in a very small hall, and with an ex

ceedingly limited congregation ; but it has developed so largely that a 
plot of ground has been bought, a chapel to seat 220 has been erected, 
and it is hoped that before long a much larger chapel will be built in 
the front of the present one, which will then be used for the Sunday
school. The Mission does not undertake any responsibilities in the 
way of building places of worship, bnt only starts new causes, and sus
tains them till they are strong enough to support themselves. In reply 
to enquiries the pastor, Mr. Geale, who has been for some months a 
student in the College, says:-" I think you may speak of the work at 
Putney as one of gradual progress. The church numbers 82 now; the 
additions to oar membership last year were 39. We have about 140 
scholars on the Sonday-school books, an average attendance of 85, and 14 
teachers. We send out about 1,000 fresh tracts every month by 14 
distributors. Last Sonday morning there were about 100 present at 
the service, in the evening I suppose 170." 

Besides the above cases there are many others which supply evidence 
of nsefol service in the Lord'R caui,e, even if they are not so remarkable 
as the two just quoted. The following will give some idea of the 
general c,-haracter of the work:-

CARSHALTON. 
A house was hired by the Mission, one of the rooms was fitted up 

for wor8hip, and the rest sub-let. Arter a while the meP-tiug-room, 
landing-, and staircase were all filied with eager listeners. The '' Pub
lic Hall" was obtained after some difficulty, and the services are still held 
there. A church wa1, formed, Mr. May became the pastor, and worked 
with considerable success until October last, when he received and 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate of the church at Underhill-road, 
Dul wit:h. Students from the College are supplying at Carshalton, _a 
builcli1Jg fund has been started, a plot of ground selected, and there 1s 
every prospect of a strong Bapti1,t interest being ultimately established. 
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ST. MARY CRAY. 
This' station was, until recently, under the charge of Messrs. 

Fullerton and Chamberlain, whose labours in connection with the 
Evangelists' Association were referred to in our former paper. The 
last annual report stated that the chapel was crowded, and a larger one 
rrns required, and that the friends had united themselves into a "Chris
tian community" in preparation for the formation of a church, and had 
undertaken to defray their own expenses. 

TOOTING. 
Mr. Witney's work here continues to grow. He has an average 

attendance of from seventy to eighty every Sunday; a week-night meeting 
is also held, and in anticipation of erecting a chapel by-and-by a plot of 
land has been secured, and £90 subscribed as the commencement of a 
building fund. A church is soon to be formed, the Sunday-school is 
increasing, and Mr. Spurgeon's sermons are widely circulated. On the 
occasion of Mr. Witney's recent admi~sion to the Pastors' College a 
meeting was held, and a purse containing £6 presented to him as a 
mark of esteem and gratitude for his services. 

SOUTHGATE. 
Hearing that there was a population of about four thousand in this 

place with very little chapel accommodation, some members of the 
Mission commenced by holding services in the open-air, and as many 
of the inhabitants met to listen to the word, a small room was secured, 
and afterwards a larger one, which is already well filled. The need of 
a more convenient meeting-place is greatly felt, and on the suggestion 
of Mr. Pearce, a building fund has been started. £ 17 bas already been 
contributed, and £10 more promised on condition that the fund 
reaches £50 in six months. 

TED DING TON. 
This is a comparatively new work; and although a Baptist cause is 

much needed there has been a difficulty in beginning one, in conse
quence of the unsuitableness of the preaching room. The services are 
now held in a better building, and it is hoped that as the result of the 
change a good church will be formed. 

POPE-STREET, NEAR ELTHAM. 
The Eltbam Congregational Church has a mission room at Pope

street, but the Country Mission has furnished the preacher since the 
latter part of the year 1877. The last report of the Mission states that 
the work here is very encouraging. The friends were so pleased with 
the ministrations of Mr. Keys that last August they requested him to 
take charge of the station for a year, to hold two services each Sabbath 
instead of one, and to administer the Lord's SL1pper once a month. 
~his he consented to do; and, although a new chapel has_been_ opened 
m the neighbourhood, and also a free church, with a real hve bishop as 
the minister, the Mission-hall is still comfortably filled every Sunday 
evening, and, best of all, the Lord does not withhold his blessing. 

KING'S LANGLEY. 
A che.pel was built at Primrose Hill about five years ago, mainly 
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through the liberality and labours of a gentlemRn in the neighbour
hood. It hRs had varying fortunes, but at the time that the help of the 
Mission was solicited the church wns unable to support a pastor. 
Supplies are sent every Sunday by the Mission, and their serviceB 
appear to be thoroughly appreciated. Since December Messt·s. Fot·d 
and Davidson have had charge of the work, which has produced the 
most cheering results. When they commenced preaching there the 
average attendance was about a dozen persons, but the congregations 
have i;teadily increased, and it is hoped thnt the chapel will soon be 
quite filled. A general interest has been awakened, several are seeking 
salrntion, many have already been blessed, the Sunday-school is flourish
ing, the people are visited by our brethren, and although financially 
they were at the lowest possible point they are now able to do without 
the support of the Mission. 

SYDENHAM. 
In November last a chapel at Bell Green, Sydenham, which had been 

closed, was re-opened, and services commenced. Messrs. McLauchlan 
and Crathcrn have been deputed to try to raise the cause, and they report 
some signs of growth. 

The present number of members of the Mission iB fifty, about fifteen 
of whom are also connected with the Evangelists' Association. They 
are nearly all sons of the Tabernacle church, although members of 
other Baptist churches are welcome to join them if they can prove that 
they have the necessary ability for the work they are required to do. 
The principal qualifications needed are a firm grip of the old gospel, an 
inteme desire to proclaim it to others, some measure of acceptance in 
preaching the truth to many or few, a readiness to labour with self
denying consecration wherever the President of the Mission may think 
~ise to direct them, and a determination to "peg away" in the teeth of 
all obstacles until success is secured. Young men who feel that they 
can pass these test11 will do well to apply to Mr. Bowker, 10, Penton 
Place, N ewington Butts. 

We have already stated that the amount of the income for the first 
two years of the existence of the Mission was £28 2s. 9d., and 
£39 12s. 3d. respectively. For two or three years after, similar sums 
were raised ; but in the annual report for 1877 we find that the re
ceipts had increased to £7414s. Id., while last year (1878) £112 19s. 2d. 
found its way into the Treasurer's bands. This was no more than was 
needed for the work; indeed, it was not nearly sufficient, for one month 
after the travelling expenses had been paid there was only a balance of 
sixpence left, and one station offered to the committee could not have 
been occupied if Mr. Spurgeon had not paid £13 for the chairs that 
were required for the furnishing of tl:i.e new preaching room. The 
treasurer's account presented at the annual meeting recently held showed 
that the receipts for the fourteen months ending April, 1879, had been 
£131 19s. 8fd., and that the balance in hand was only 7s. ll½d, Our 
friends have adhered nobly to their early resolution not to run into 
dtbt, but they really ought to have more funds at their command 
for tbe maintenance and extension of their useful work. We can con
fidently assert that both :Mr. Bowker and Mr. Elvin could judiciously 



METROPOLITAN TABERNAOLE COUNTRY MI8RION, 331 

expend 11t least twice the amount they now receive for their societie~, 
nnd London and the districts around would soon find the benefit 
of the increased agencies employed for the dissemination of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. These are the kind of missions in which we 
most firmly believe, end Christians who want a good investment for 
their money cannot do better than entrust it to one or other of our 
esteemed elders. There are no salaries to be paid, the office expenses 
are very small, and the ~xpenditure is only for the hire and famishing 
of halls and preaching rooms, and the travelling expenses of the 
preachers, whose services are all given gratuitously. 

If anyone feels inclined to doubt the urgent need of such pioneer 
work as that we have attempted to describe in this and our former 
paper we should advise him to procure and ponder some statistics 
recently issued by the Rev. Samuel Figgie, of Tulse Hill, the President 
of the Sut'rey Congregational Union for 1878. The facts and figures 
collected by that gentleman relate only to Surrey, and they are avow. 
edly published for the purpose of inciting the Congregational churches 
of the county to make a considerable addition to their mission stations 
and evangelistic efforts. Returns for the rural and metropolitan 
divisions are furnished separately, the former including the (regis
trar's) districts of Epsom, Chertsey, Guildford, Farnham, Hambledon, 
Dorking, Reigate, Godstone, Croydon, Kingston, and Richmond, and 
the latter comprising the districts of St. Saviour, St. OIBTe, Lambeth, 
Wandsworth, and Camberwell. The total population of the whole 
county in 1878 was estimated at 1,221,634 persons, whereas the whole 
number of sittings provided for them by all denominations was only 
400,577. Supposing, as is usually assumed, that accommodation ought 
to be prepared for 58 per cent. of the population, there is a deficiency 
of 808,170 sittings; or, in other words, if on any one Sun
day all who might reasonably be expected to be found at church 
or chapel should resolve to go, more than three hundred thou
sand of tll$m could not be admitted for want of room. Rural 
Surrey seems to be somewhat better supplied with places of 
worship than the metropolitan portion of the county, there being 
149,013 sittings for a population of 365,797 in the one case, and 
251,564 sittings to supply the wants of 855,837 inhabitants in the 
other, or 63,140 sittings in the country, and 245,030 in town less than 
would suffice for 58 per cent. of the total number of the people. The 
free churches, we are told, provide rather over one-third of the accommo
dation in the rural districts, but Mr. Figgis does not give us the details 
as he does in the Metropolitan division, where the Church of England 
furnishes 125,886 sittings ; Baptists 35,413; Congregati?nalists, 
31,450; and other free churches and missions 58,815, makmg the 
Nonconformist total 125,678. . 

It must not be forgotten that these statistics only refer to a ~ort1ou 
o~ the metropolis and its suburbs and surrounding towns and villages, 
viz.? the part comprised within the area of the one ~ou~ty o~ S~rrey. 
If similar returns could be obtained from the other districts mthm the 
sphere of operations of the Evnngelists' Association and Conn.try Missi?n, 
we fear there would be found in them also an equally sad d1sproport~on 
between the population and the church and chapel accommodation 
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provided for them. How wide, then, is the door that is open before 
these societies, and how well worthy of sympathy and support are 
they in seeking to supplJ the messenger!> who shall enter into it to 
rroclaim in all its fulness and freeness "the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God"! As the preachers think of the vast masses yet un
reachcd, and of their own llmall numbers and feeble powers, they may 
well exclaim, "Who is sufficient for these things?" How consoling it 
must be to all of them to know that the answer is close at hand, " Our 
1mfficiency is of God" ! 

Jot mmt, hut tl,int. 
"Xot my will, but thine, be done."-Luke xxii. 42. 

J. 
Teach thy poor child, 0 Father God, 
To breathe this prayer to thee, 
Beneath the anguish of the rod, 
In all the mystery, 

To cry from out the darkness, like a son, 
Father, not mine, but thy great will be done. 

II. 
I'm but an infant groping in the night, 
Yet feeling after thee; 
My spark of reason lends but feeble light 
Thy purposes to see ; 

Yet aid me, Lord, to answer like a son, 
Father, not mine, but thy great will be done. 

III. 
Thou art the great concealed One, 
And yet 'tis light en wraps thee like a veil; 
Thus, like one's eye all blinded by the sun, 
So doth my vision fail. 

Yet aid me, Lord, to answer like a son, 
Father, not mine, but thy great will be done. 

IV. 
I may not understand, or trace, or know, 
How love can offer such a bitter cup; 
Yet faith, not reason, says it must be so, 
And bids me bow my will and drink it up. 

So aid me, Lord, to answer like a son, 
Father, not mine, but thy great will be done. 

v. 
I will be still, and bear me like a child, 
And kiss the hand that holds it to my lip : 
Beside his chalice mine is sweet and mild; 
Of that his pity would not let me sip. 

So aid me, Lord, to answer like a son, 
Father, not mine, but thy great will be done. 

ALFRED BAX. 
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@u ~.olg.orfagt. 
A BI'EECII DELIVERED DY ~IR. JACKSON WRAY, WESLEYAN :IIINISTEP., 

AT THE TABERNACLE. 

DEAR sir, I speak with all the greater freedom to-night because I feel that 
not very much is expected of me, either as to quality or quantity. I 

know that I have here e. very :lefinite mission, and I want to say at the outset, 
that I am here, .first of all, to show that with all my heart I like this kind of 
work. I do not care who does it, and I for one do not care by what name it is 
called, so that by any means through earnest hearts the name of Jesus Christ is 
made known anywhere and everywhere. One thing that strikes me in connec
tion with this colportage work is the wondrous extent to which it may be 
extended. What e. glorious opening it is for spreading abroad the gospel ! 
Why, we only want money. What a mercy that this is all we want. I will 
guarantee to .find you another regiment of men like those before you if you 
want them, there is no hindrance in that direction. Sturdy, godly men are to 
be found all around us: thank God, he still keeps up a full supply of workers, 
and he honours his church in proportion as his church honours him by her self
sacrifice. While you are thoroughly liberal in the carrying on and carrying 
out of work of this sort, you may depend upon it that the Lord will send you 
plenty of men like that grand Yorkshire brother of mine who ha~ just spoken to 
you (Mr. Thomson, colporteur at Preston), men who know what they are 
about, u.nd men that can gain an entrance where ministers never can. 

I a.m struck, also, with the unregistered success of e. work of this sort. After 
you have heard all that these colporteurs can tell you of their success, and after 
you have read all that these men have written concerning what the Lord has en
abled them to do, you may depend upon it that the unknown, the unregistered, 
the uncatalogued success is grandly greater than all that can come before your 
eyes; and it is only when the light of eternity is flashed upon the doings of 
time that you will understand the glorious work which these men and their 
great-hearted president and other workers for Christ have accomplished. Why, 
you know, I am getting tired of blue books and statistics, and have little lo,e 
for the figures in a report. Can you tabulate the dewdrops? Can you count 
human heartbeats? Can vou tell the number of seeds cast into the earth at the 
spring sowings, or can you calculate the quantity to be gathered when autumn 
ripens all fruit and corn? No more can you obtain any ree.I measurement of 
tbe glorious succesA of that which is done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I we.a thinking as I sat there of a couple of verses in Longfellow, where he gets 
hold of an idea that I am very fond of nursing in those hours when I am 
inclined to say, '' Who bath believed our report?" Here are the verses:-

11 I shot an arrow into the air, 
It fell to earth, I knew not where : 

For so swiftly it flew, the si!!:ht 
Could not follow it in its flight. 

" I breathed a song into the air, 
It fell to earth, I know not where; 

For who has sight so keen and strong, 
That it can follow the flight of song? 

11 Long, long afterwnrd, in an oak 
I found the arrow still unbroke; 

And my song, from beginning to end, 
I found again in the heart of my friend." 

Believe, then, that so surely as these godly toilers labour on, so sure~y will, 
they hear age.in the echoes of their own godly deeds when the he.lleltuahs of 
eternity are raised around the throne of God. . 

One fact gives me e. very hopeful idea of this wor~, e.n_d that IS, that these men 
all seem to know what they are te.Iking about. "by, It me.de my bee.rt do.nee 

:23 
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to hMr tl10$e three clear brethren speRk just now. There wes the ring 0f the
ruRn's J1eRrt in the worcls of each one, whether it wns the one who first tnlked 
with the clergymRn, and then went into the workhouse to prench Jesus Christ 
going from the pRrson to the paupers; or whether it wes the good brother wh~ 
stopped to pro,e thl"' authenticity of the Scriptures to some claring atheist 
ancl then went off to take the simple gospel to R sinful soul on his denthbecl: 
anywhere end everywhere these brethren feel the he11rt-beat oflove to Jesus Christ 
prompting them to seek the souls of men for Jesus. Because that is their 
motive they must be successful. Godly work can neither fail nor die. There 
is a good little story that I read, in that excellent periodical The B1·itish Work
man, of a seaman who was passing over London Bridge, and who saw at one 
end of the bridge a cage full of larks. J Ack stood perfectly still while looking 
at the little captives in their prison-house; at le.st he said to the man who 
owned them, '' I say, mate, bow much for that lot?" The. man thought, of 
course, that tl1e sailor was chaffing him, and so be replied," Well, I suppose 
one of them will be enough for you." " No, it won't; I want to buy you{
'l\"hole stock-in-trade." The pric~ was named, Jack pulled out a handful of 
silver and gold, paid the money without a word, and then grasped the cage and 
all its contents. The cage trembled ,vith the excitement of the holder, and 
wheu be bed got II thorough hold of it, be opened the door, inserted a finger, 
geve an in,iting chirp to the foremost bird, and brought it out and sent it off 
into the clear blue heavens. Then he put his finger in again, and enticed 
another out, then another, and so on until the cage was empty, and then he 
watched with a radiant smile upon bis face the emancipated captives as they 
soared away, singing for joy at their newly-found freedom. He gave the cage 
back to the man, saying, '' There, guv'nor, you can have that back age.in ; but 
if you bad been in a French prison as I have, for three years, you would know 
bow sweet it is to be at liberty." Now, Mr. President, and ladies and gentle
men, you may depend upon it that when you get a few scores of men who were 
once bound in sin and shut up in nature's cage, who groaned in their captivity 
and sighed in their bondage, and who have received tbe snapping of their 
fetters and known the liberty wherewith Christ has made them free-when you 
get a band of men of that kind going amongst people who are still in fetters and 
in chains, you may expect them, by God's grace, to set poor hearts at liberty. 
They will leave no stone unturned in order to release those who are bound 
even as they themselves once were. Their manly sympathies will make them 
rejoice to proclaim liberty to their fellow men. 

Just think of a man being at Bovey; I know Bovey, and what sort of a little 
dark corner that is; and then you have another man whom we have heard to
night., who is at work in Suffolk; and you have another big-souled brother 
among the ninety thousand people in Preston, among the hard-handed, keen
intellected men that I know very well; and the message is the same every· 
where, the story is tl,e same, the messengers' fire and earnestness are the same, 
and, thank God, the results are the same, as we have had them described to us in 
the case of the pauper's bed exchanged for the throne of glory. This seems to• 
be the way the work is done, there is a knock at the wayside door, and some 
little difficulty in getting it open, but there is a certain kindliness about the 
colporteur's manner as he offers a book for sale, and very soon the half-uttered 
''no" seems as if it really meant "yes," and when perhaps another and 
more attractive title of a book is mentioned the colporteur is admitted. 'What 
began with a knock at the door goes on to a knock at the heart, and the glorious 
result is the incoming of the Lemb of God into the soul. I do not intend to 
say more to-night except this, that if I can in anywise help this excellent 
movement, fetch me, and I will come. 
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WE have lost o. well-beloved friend in the death of the Rev .. James Robert
son, of Newington, Edinburgh. He we.s one of the most lovable men we 

ho.ve ever met with, o.n faro.elite indeed ir, whom was no guile. He wits ever 
bright, happy, and genial, ~nd yet we h~ve seen him in_ sorrows so dePp that 
few have ever known the hke. It was .JOY to comfort him, for he was himself 
ever ready to apeak a word in Bee.son_ to the ".'eary one. He possessed great 
tenderneas of heart, and overflowed with nffect10n. One would think he could 
hardly have bad an enemy; he must have been beloved by all who knew him. 
He bas passed away very_sn~denly,_and we can_ hardly reali:,e it. Assuredly 
we ne'er shall look upon bis like agam. A fortmght before his death be issued 
a little book entitled," Among Christian Workers in Paris,'' which is published 
by Andrew Elliot, 17, l'rinces-street, Edinburgh. We believe we she.II be per
forming an act of friend~hip exactly to his mind if we give a considerable 
portion of this little tract, which describes what he se.w in Paris. We are sure 
it will greatly interest our readers:-

" To the Rev. Mr. M 1All's work my heart recurs with very lively gra.titude to 
God. Five or six of his meetings I was asked to address at different stations. 
These istations had at that date increased to twenty-two, scattered like forts over 
the city, the average weekly attendance being considerably more than eight 
thousand men and women, besides three thousand children under Christian 
instruction. So wide-spread bas the area become of those refreshing branches, 
all springing from that tiny acorn, the appeal of the workman, who at the 
corner of the street first grasped M'All's hand and said, 'We want in Paris a 
religion of reality and Jove; if any one would come to tee.eh us that, we e.re 
ready to bear him.' True to this word of promise, there they now are to be 
seen night by night, flocking round the preacher, hanging on his lips, and hear
ing as for very life. Me.ny of them are young men in their blue blouses, ap
parently fresh from their hard day's work. Most of them are men and women 
of the very class among whom burst forth the volce.uic eruption of the Com
mune,-those whom everybody used to dread when they brought their petroleum 
to set the Tuileries on fire; but their rngged faces have now a softened and 
thoughtful cast. French working people in general have sharp wits, with heads 
cool and clear for listening intelligently,-intemperance not being with them, 
as it is with us, the demon curse, meeting and marring mission work at every 
turn. 

"Mr. M'All's own genie.I winsomeness, and that of his like-minded and like
henrted partner, bas helped much to smooth their way with the usually sulky 
and suspicious functionaries of the le.w. Often have the police been heard 
saying to the people, near the doors of the meeting-places, ' Go in there; yes, 
go in, you'll hear good things iu there.' The che.re.cteristic features of the 
service are brightness and vivacity, yet fixed and bushed attention, with pro
found impression. Marvellous is the animation with which their gospel hymns 
are sung. They never seem to weary of hearing about whnt Mr. i\f·All's famous 
father designated, when he was dying, • tlte core of the gospel,'-the simplicity 
of God's way of saving sinners,-the beauty aud fitness of the finished _work.
the grand central truth, intelligible to a little child, while it dilates the rn~ellect 
of angels. What me.met ce.n draw men if not that? There is no tormal 
'second meeting' after°the addresses; but the purpose of it is greatly served by 
what usually takes place as the people linger behind, and gather round the 
speaker to express their gratitude. A very common sentiment seems to be th1~t 
of one who so.id •You bring us news-ii is 11ews to us. We never thought It 
was anything s; aimple ! ·wm you come and tell us more?' The remark of 
another was to this effect, • If you had come to tell us all tbe.t soouer, there 
would have been no Commune.' 

" Th~ Bible classes, held e.t the close of many of the meetings, were, to my 
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,iew. Rmong the instrumentRlities most richly laden with precious fruit. I 
he,e seen. of old Rnd young together, seventy present Rt one of these, searching 
the Scriptures, Rpperently with the e11.gemess of gold-diggers. When the meet
ings were dismissing, Mr. M:•A)l wes Rlways to be seen near the door, taking 
the people by the hand, with some word of kindness for each, or some Bible 
tPxt to he <'Rrried away hidden in the heart. It is obdous that they all dmw 
to him as their counsellor, their comforter, their self-forgetting friend,_.:.a friend 
whose good sound common sense is equalled only by his humility-the tons of 
all his intercourse v,ith them being, • I am among you as one that serveth.' 
The municipal authorities, as well as some philanthropic societies, have con
ferred upon Mr. M•All honorary medals, in recognition of the fact that his 
work has proved such an auxiliary in the preservation of public peace, and 
tbat his character he.s exercised over the community the twofold swe.y of com
manding sagacity and endearing goodness. His plans are nobly seconded, and 
his labours sharE!d, hy devoted coadjutors, such as the Rev. G. Dodds and 
Mr. A. Maitland Heriot. The specie.I chosen field of the latter bas been the 
Jm,e,ii/,e l\Iission, furnishing now many thousands of children for the Sabbath 
and week-day schools. From what I have seen when visiting and addressing 
them. I can freely speak of this branch of the work as worthy of a warm place 
in all Christian hearts. Who can estimate the value of so many Bible-taught 
little missionaries carrying home into families, otherwise dark and vicious, a 
repro,ing light and a sanctifying leaven. 

"J,,fiss De Broen's work, in which I was privileged to take part some six: 
times, often led me to think of the kingdom of heaven being like unto leaven 
which a woman took e.nd hid in three measures of meal; and of tbe.t other 
symbolice.l woman who, with her candle and her broom, sought diligently till 
she found the lost silver. Feminine tact and gentleness would seem to have 
found tbe key to the· French heart, even in a quarter of the city so depraved 
and dangerous, that in former years the cabman used to e.sk English strangers, 
if they really knew what sort of a locality they wished him to drive them to. 
It was amid these scenes of saddest and strangest horrors, when Communist 
blood had just been flowing like water, that Miss De Broen first said so tenderly 
to a widow, wild with grief over her husband's grave, 'Much as you he.ve lost, 
you have not lost the love of God.' On the small wire of that first kind word 
G-od bas bung great weights of blessing for Belleville. 

'' One of them is the Medical Mission, where there are to be seen the sick 
and suffering, filling to e.n overflow the waiting-room of the dispensary. One 
of the mornings I addressed them there might be one hundred and thirty 
present. Some of them were said to have come from fe.r, and to have been for
ward two hours before the consulting time. While they were waiting their 
tum to see the doctor, the lady workers were moving about among them, telling 
them of free grace and dying love, and taking down their names and addresses, 
with a ,iew of visiting them in their own homes, Thus multitudes are reached 
who would be quite inaccessible otherwise; and to many the 'mercy' ho.s been 
'twice blessed,' for there they have found a Gilead, a place of healing for soul 
and body both. From not a few Christian families in our own country, earnest 
helpers have gone forth for several montlis at a time, carrying sunshine into 
those shady places, e.nd earning the encomium with which their Master ap
plauded their sister of Bethany, ' She bath done what she could.' They are to 
be found threading their way through the recesses of the district, knocking 
from door to door, seeking in the spirit of godly prudence and godly love to 
domesticate the gospel, to make dark places radiant, and solitary places glad. 

'' Mauy a time have their own hearts been gladdened by meeting with those 
who ce.n echo the Samaritan testimony, 'Now we believe, not because of thy 
sa}'iug, for we he.ve heard him ourselves 11.nd know.' There is something ve.ry 
affecting iu tbe personal love of some of them to a personal Saviour. ' My 
life would be no life at all without ltim,' said one. And it was the saying of 
another, e. destitute woman-' Since I came to know ltim, hunger has been such 
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n different thing from what it w11s before.' Among the varied offahoots of the 
work nro mothers' meetings, sewing classes, winter soup-kitchens, nnd the 
lending librury, the books of which are given out at the end of the meetings, 
nnd rend with evident avidity. The centre of all this beneficent machinery is 
' 1'/w b·on Room,' where there are many evangelistic service~ every week, for 
hoth old 11nd young. The little ones of Hie week-day and Sunday-schools I 
lutd the happiness of addressing repeatedly; and by way of testing their Scrip
ture knowledge, I used to give out questions, to which answers, written in 
French, were frequently sent me by the older scholars. I wish I could here in
sert some specimens, as illustrative of the success with which the healing salt of 
the ,vord bas been cast into these walersprings. 'Oh that I had a bigger boat,' 
cried the boatman iu the recent accident on the Thames, after rescuing some of 
the perisbing,-so, after completing the new premises, and fitting them up, 
11artly as an infirmary for the sick poor, and partly as a place for training girls 
to be French-speaking governesses, or nursery maids abroad,-:iliss De Broen's 
heart is now farther set on securing an adjacent piece of ground as a Bible 
kiosque. It is most eligible, as being directly opposite an omnibus station, and 
there being no depot of the kind in that whole region, containing 300,000 in
habitants. It is an excavation of rock, once well known to be a stronghold of 
tbieves,-and by God's blessing there on the dissemination of his word, and of 
healthy Christiau literature, we trust it is yet to become, like the cleft of the 
rock into which Moses was put, when ell God's goodness paased before him. 

"Of lriiss Leigh's indefatigable labours we have space left for no more th1tn 
the merest gleaning. Her • Young JVomen's Home' in Avenue Wagram, for 
day and unemployed governesseli, shop girls, and servants seekiag situations, 
and her ' Hospital for Orpha11s' at N euilly, have risen to large proportions, 
and supply most suggestive lessons as to the good which may be achieved by 
what Augustine calls 'one heart of consecration.' I was much indebted to her 
untiring energy in some efforts l made to reach with gospel influence the em
ployes of the Exhibition. At a social tea-meeting, got up expressly for them 
one evening, I bad a precious opportunity of commending Christ, and this led 
afterwards to many conversations with individuals as to the ground of their 
immortal hope. Such friendly persona.I converse there was reason to regard as 
not the least important part of this mission enterprise. 

"There are other names not a few which rank high on the list of the 
'women that labour much in the gospel,' from among whom we can only select 
Miss Howard, who has rendered signal service among students, as Mrs. Grant 
has among soldiers; and Miss Blundell, so skilful in translating gospel books, 
and editing such periodicals as the Rayon de Soleil. In the midst of fields so 
white unto harvest the labourers are overburdened, because they are few. 
\Vbat urgent occasion to pray for many more ! With one voice they bid us 
implore our fellow Christians to invest Paris with a bulwark of prayers. They 
feel that the more they work the more they need to pray; that they must either 
sound a retreat, or betake themselves to God in linprecedented supplication. 
Blessed necessity that sends us to our knees! Each of the cherubim had six 
wings, two for work but four for worship. I was asked to take part in a pri.vllte 
prayer-meeting with a company of the workers who come together periodically 
to spread their cause before the Lord. And among my most cherished recol
lections are the lessons I there learned as to the reel spirit of prayer,-so 
tenderly expectant that the Lord is coming near in mercy and in powe~. They 
seemed to lay their hand on the Lord's arm, with a grasp that sa)d_.: ~t 1s a_case 
of life or death and we will not be denied,' If the ' Good Spmt ID a smgle 
day turned the.heart of giddy, godless Nineveh, why not Pnris iu her day of 
visitation! ·what a gem she would be in Christ's crown. 'Come, 0 breath, and 
hreathe.' 

" Looking back on all that has yet bee11 done, it is only lik_e the fringti oii vege
tation skirting mountains of prey. 'Lengthen thy oords' 1s the summons, and 
lias been responded to by Mr. l\l'.A.ll's recent visit to Lyons, 11.lld by the locat10n 
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at l\Iarseilles of bis lRte vRlued assistant, M. R. Salliens, whose last communi
cation to me states that though his meeting-place holds more than two hundred 
it is not l111lf large enough for the crowds that come; and that if the gospel is 
rr0~ented to thttt popula.t10n lovingly and simply, apart from what is Gontrover
sial, they are sure to hear it gladly. It must be cbeering to our yo11n1r men to 
know thRi the initiator and promoter of this onward movement is the· P11ris 
Young Men's Christian Association.' Many a time did I say to myself, ' If our 
Di,inity Students were h£·re to see all this, with what enthusiasm they would 
take 1t up, and perhaps adopt it as their next year's • Mission Scheme,' 11.nd then 
go forth as blest inceudiaries of our congregations, setting them on fire with 
zeal for the land of the martyred Huguenots. Oh for colesti&l wisdom to seize 
the crisis th&t has come, for speeding th&t gosp!'l-plough, which is destined to 
turn the wilderness into a fruitful field! It m&y well turn our VILIJey of Achor 
into a door of hope for Fr&nce, to see that now the Premier himself &nd one
h&lf of the C&binet Ministers are Protestants; and also to hear, as we do, from 
our worthy friend, Dr. Fisch, that be has recently obtained full permission to 
lecture on Protestantism in the theatre of Gueret, capittLI of the Creuse, one of 
the chief seats of Popish bigotry and intolerance. Indeed, he speaks of there 
being liberty to preach the saving truth to large popular gatherings in any of the 
thirty-six thousand townships, so that he and his co-workers sometimes feel like 
the disciples when their nets were breaking. It makes our broken bones rejoice 
to know of gifted Frenchmen in high station, and with large influence, having 
been recently snatched as brands from the burning, and transformed into lumi
naries to light others on the way to heaven. It is a' joyful, wondrous story, 
such as angels love to bear.' The mystery of iniquity and the mystery of 
mercy seem hastening to a close_ Christ's cause bas got into the rapids of the 
strea.m, and is sure of being fe.irly lifted up and floated high over insensate 
irreligion and educated unbelief. His truth must win, e.nd his life spread, e.nd 
his name be magnified, and his kingdom come. Among their battering engines, 
the old Romans bad formidable me.chines ea.lied Helepoleis,-the Takers of 
Cities, and of these there was one which, from its power of brea.king down 
everything before it, was named the Victorious. 'Whe.t is our Victorious Taker 
of cities but tbe Gospel of the cross of Christ? ' God wills it' was the cry of 
the old Crnsaders,-ten thousand times more appropriate here. He bas g1ve!1 
us his promise_ Let us perfume our prayers with it. Let us push on this 
ministry of mercy in the strength of it,-' I will restore health unto thee, and I 
will heel thee of thy wounds, se.ith the Lord; and the name of the city shall be, 
The Lord is there.' " 

~istrtss .of tgt ~rli.ons an~ J?d a jlafrt. 
AUGUSTINE said of Rome that she was domitrix gentium et captiva 

vitiorum, mistress of t.he nations and a slave to vice. While she su_lld_u~d 
others she was herself subdued by sin. Is there not a great fea~ that th•~ 1s in 
a measure true of Britain, and is in a fair way of being truer still? While we 
bully Russia, invade Afghanistan, pour out our wrath_ upon the 2!ulus, and st1¥11 
sword in band over against Burmah, is not our nation becom~1!!:I' the slave 0 

drunkenness ? We outfight and outdrink all other _Peoples. We _enllLl·ge ou: 
territory and enlarge our expenditure upon that which inflames thirst, prown 
sense and increases tiin As we can never tell one week within another whether 

' • • Id b 11 to our belli.,erent rulers will not commence e. new wa1· a.broad, it wou e we . h 
take tim; by the forelock and proclaim war at home against the tyrant vice wlllc • 
devours our fellow countrymen. When we think of the slain at Isandula. _we 
shudder but when we look at the thousands who die of drunkennes~ how_few 
enquire,'" Who slew all these?" May the Son of God set our nation free from 
sin, and it will be free indeed. 



~otitts of §},aoks. 
Spurgeon's Teslunnnial. The Sermons 

and Speeches delivered in commemora
tion of tire 25/h .1/ear of his Paswrate. 
Passmore and Alabaster. 

IT is only at our express desire that the 
publisherd have issued this handsome 
volume for e. shilling. lt is a choice 
memorial of a rare event, and every one 
of 0111· friends should perserve a copy. 
It will soon be out of print and unob
tainable. 
Spurgeon's Birthday Book and Auto

graphic Register. Compiled from the 
Works of C. H. SPURGEON. Passmore 
and Alabaster. 

OuR young friends delight in possessing 
birthday albums, and here is one which 
is fit for a queen. We will say nothing 
of the contenLs, but the binding is 
simply gorgeous. \Vhether in cloth at 
2s. 6d., or in a more luxurious form at 
.5s., this is a dainty birthday present, 
and is equal to any that have gone 
before it; we thlnk we might venture 
to ·say that it is second to none. Fac
similes of the autographs of the Pastor 
and his wife are given in their proper 
placee. 
Short Papers on Church History. By 

ANDREW MILLER. Three vols. G. 
Morrish, 24, Warwick Lane. 

CHURCH history by a truly Christian 
man is always more clearly writen, be
cause he underiltands and discerns be
tween things that differ. In this case a 
bed-ridden servant of God bas rendered 
earnest service to his Lord according 
to bis ability. It amuses us, however, 
to see the history of the church culmi
nating in "the exclusive brethren,'' and 
concluding with a denunciation of good 
Mr. Newton; it reminds us of the road 
in America which commenced by being 
a hundred feet wide and ended in a 
squirrel track up a tree. From Pente
cost to the endless squabbles of our 
Plymouth Brethren is rather a descent. 
We are, however, right glad to have a 
church history from the peculiar point 
of view of" the brethren:" this cannot 
fail to be instructive. For the most 
part it is our own view, but there are 
noteworthy differences when modern 
times are spoken of. 

llenry Vincent; a Biographical S½etch. 
By \V1LLIAM DonLING. \V1th a 
Preface, by Mrs. Vincent. London: 
Ja mes Clarke and Co. 

A nnAVE man has "One to his rest, and 
it is well thnt a" memorial should be 
issued. We remember the time when 
godly people connected the name of 
Henry Vincent with violent radicalism, 
but be lived to wear out that unde
served repute, and to be regarded as 
one of the most usefu I Christian workers 
of the period. He did far more for the 
cause of Christ than those dream of 
who only knew him as a lecturer, for he 
preached the gospel, and pressed it 
upon others whenever he had an oppor
tunity. The lectures themselves were 
not only noble, and true, and on the side 
of liberty and right, but there was in 
them a reverential feeling for the things 
of God, which made them the best of 
sermons. He he.s gone home. Saved 
by the sovereign grace of God he lived 
to help others to think and act rightly 
as in the sight of God, and to rouse 
them to cast off all fetters and enter 
into the liberty of Christ. 

Outlines of Theology. By ARcmnALD 
ALEXANDER HoDGE, D.D. New Edi
tion, re-written and enlarged. T. 
Nelson and Sons. 

Princeton Sermons. Outlines of Dis-
courses, Doctrinal and Practical. By 
CHARLES HoDGE, D.D. T. Nelson 
and Sons. 

\VE commend the "Outlines of The
ology" to all w~o woul_d be well in
structed in the faith. It 1s the standard 
text book of our college. We differ 
from its teachings upon baptism, but in 
almost everything else we endorse Hodge 
to the letter. 

The "Princeton Sermons," or "Out
.lines of discourses,'' is by the elder 
Hodge. It is_a work of the utmost value. 
The work might he used as a body of 
divinity; but if weary preachers turn to 
it for outlines of discourses, they will 
find some two hundred 11.nd lifty of the 
best that were ever composed. Our 
readers will remember that the elder 
Hodge-Charles Hodge-is the Hodge 
of Romans and Corinthians. 
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St . .Toh11's Gospel descl'ibed n11d e:r
plai11ed nccordi11g In its pec11lia1· chn
rnct1•1·. Yols. I. IT. Ill. lly C. E. 
LuTHARDT. trnnslnted by Caspar Rene 
f}regory. 

Commentary m, the Gospel of St. John. 
Tl'ith n Critical l11troductior,. Yols. 
I. IT. III. Translated from the second 
French edition of F. Gom:T, D.D., by 
F. Cromwell and M. D. Cusin. Edin
burgh: T. and T. Clark. 

CHBISTl.\X men, and especially ministers, 
are under weat obligations to Messrs. 
T. and T. Clark for the vast amount of 
theological literature which they issue 
from their press. \\' e feel personally 
under great obligation for Luthardt and 
Godet,~but espe~·ially for the last, which 
bas well repaid us for perusal. ,vhen 
we recei..-e such works as these we 
cannot re..-iew them at once, because 
considerable time is needed for their 
examination, and we do not like to 
write a notice which has cost us nothing, 
and is mere guess-work. After personal 
examination we can heartily recommend 
our brethren in the ministry to purchase 
Godet, and if they have the means 
they should buy Luthardt too. Some 
of the German books are dry as bone
dust, but others are rich in thought. 
Godet is, of course, Swiss-French, and 
has a vivacity and tenderness peculiar 
to France and Switzerland, yet bis book 
bas pleased the Germans, and is sure to 
be prized in our own land. 

'' A Rcaso11 for the Hope that is in 
rou "; or, u·hat the Baptists belie1Je, 
and u-J,y. By Rev. \V. HAissois. Elliot 
Stock. 

Tms is a well written manual, very in
structi,·e and convincing. It deserves 
to be studied by all our Baptist Bible
classes that our young people may know 
what their fathers believe, and why. 
There is a remarkable clearness and 
completeness about the work for so 
small a book, and its tone is all that could 
be desired. It deserves to be bought by 
every Baptist, and then lent or given to 
those who as yet have not entered into 
ou: liberty. We might differ from the 
writer here and there, but we much 
prefer to take off our bat and say
" Mr. Hanson, u·e are all obliged to 
you." 

The f,,fe and lrm·ds of Ch,·ist. Dy 
CUNNINGHAM (~EIKIE, D.D. 2 vol~. 
Strabnn nnd Company, Limited. 

,v E have had occasion to refe1· to 
Beecher, Fnrrnr, and Geikie at the same 
time, nnd we can bear witness that the 
last is by far the best. Farrar's work 
must not be relied upon, for his tenden
cies to the loose side of things nre every
where apparent where there is a chnnce
to bring them forward. Beecher is 
Beecherine. Geikie shows more re
search, more sympathy with the subject 
and more understanding of it tha~ 
either of the others. We would not 
depreciate any one of the three "Lives
of Christ/' nor should we like to be 
without Pressensc's addition to the num
ber, but Geikie is equal to the others 
combined ;-this is our verdict, and,. 
though tastes differ, we believe it will 
be the verdict of the future. 

A Hidden One brought lo Ligltl; or 
Memoir of Elizabeth Gow. Written 
by herself, and edited by the Rev. J. 
J. BoNAR. Glasgow: C. Glass and· 
Co. London: Roulston and Sons. 

Tsrs is a dear, delicious little book for 
spiritual people. It would bore and 
weary a reader who wants to be amused, 
but those who love the Lord, and wish
to be profited, will peruse it with de
light. When we were ill at Menton~ 
we bad this simple little diary of a poor· 
servant read to us piece by piece, and 
it brought the tears to our. eyes to bear 
it. Our very heart seemed to be un
veiled as we read the experience of 
Elizabeth Gow. Quiet, bumble, young 
believer, this is the book for you! It is
infinitely superior to Leigh Richmond's 
"Dairyman's Daughter," and ought to 
be a favourite with all Christian people. 

The Scie11ce of Common Tl1i11{J,•• By 
JoHN A. HowER, F.C.S. Sunday 
School Union. 

CoNTAINS a great deal of information, 
about pumps and weather-glasse~, elec
tric telegraphs and steam-engines. We 
hope that many boys will read it,_ but 
we are a little afraid that in this giddy 
age many will reckon it slightly dry. 
'l'o a cleTer, thoaghtful boy of a me
chanical turn this would make a de-· 
ligbtful present. 
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Pulpit Gleaning.,: being Selectecl Ex
tracts from Sermons preRchecl by 
Rev. ,JosErR HALSEY, Anerley. John 
Snow and Co. 

A MAN who can preach sermons out of 
which such snyings as these can be 
glenned nt random must he well worth 
benring. • Some of these gleanings 11re 
racy thing~, with both point and pith 
in them. The intention of the book is 
devotional, but here nnd there we meet 
with a touch of satire ancl a stroke of 
humour. It is a readable book, and 
this is saying a good deal. Mr. Hahey 
thus speaks of the 

FATE oF MoDEB.N HERESIES. 

"At Cudham, in Kent, is an old 
church. W :ilking round it on one oc
casion, I observed a portion of the roof 
falling to decay and needing to be 
propped up with a timber stay. On 
closer investigation, however, I dis
covered that the decaying portion wns 
none of the old structure, but a modern 
addition. We need not fear for the 
ancient fabric of Christian truth. 'l'he 
new-fo.ngled doctrines will fall to the 
grcJnd, while the old gospel 'endureth 
for ever.''' 

The Romance of the Streets. By a 
London Rambler. Eighth Edition. 
Hodder and Stoughton; 

WE are right glad to see Mr. Pike's 
book in the eighth edition. As much 
of it appeared in 1'he Sword and the 
Trowel years ago, the continuous sale 
proves the value of the material of which 
the magazine is composed. Mr. Pike 
writes better every time, but some of 
these early papers were upon very strik
ing subjects, and were sure to enlist 
attention. Those who wish to see the 
curiosities of London low life, set in a 
Christian light, should get thiH enter
taining volun1e. 

The Chart and Compass, Sailors' Maga
zine. Edited by Rev. E. W. MAT
THEws. Twopence monthly. S. W. 
Partridge and Co. 

THls is II real live magazine, well con
?Ucted, well worth Jack's twopence, and 
mdeed of avybody's. 

Sowing and Reaping : a Word for 
Young Men. By Rev. \Y. H. AITKEN, 
M.A. London : Shaw and Co. 

Two plain, earnest sermons delivered to 
young men, and now printed in small, 
portable form. They deal very power
fully and faithfully with the prevalent 
11 sins of the flesh,'' and we trnst may 
be blessed of God to prevent many 
a young spirit "sowing his wild oats" 
as the world lig-btly calls it. 
"The Heart of tlie City'': a Narrative 

of Christian Work in connection with 
the \Yhitccross-street Mission. Com
piled by J. H. R. 

A GRATEFUL description of this poor· 
and benighted neighbourhood ; and an 
account of the endeavours made to 
improve it by means of free break
fasts, a medical mission, night schools, 
gospel meetings, etc.: we are glad 
to see such efforts in operation, and 
wish for them increased success. 

Friendly Words with Fellow Pilgrims. 
By J. \Y. KIMBALL. London: Re
ligious Tract Society. 

A CAPITAL little manual to put into the 
bands of an anxious enquirer, a trem
bling believer, or a novice in Christian 
labour. \Vritten in a clear colloquial 
style, pervaded with deep and vigorous 
piety, it cannot but strengthen the weak. 
and inspire the strong. 
Enteri11g on Life. A book for young 

men. By CuNJSINGHA;'\l GEIKIE, D.D. 
Seventh Edition. Strahan and Co., 
London. 

\VE cannot conceive ot a young man 
reading this book without having mind 
and heurt quickened and elevated. To 
us it has been like a draught of cool, 
sparkling water inn thirsty land. Fresh, 
forceful, invio-orating as an ocean breeze, 
and yet full ~f beauty ond ripeness as 
an 11utumn landscape in the setting sun. 
It is a book which deserves to be read 
a"ain and again, each time to greater 
advantage. It is s~rong ~ith argument 
and appeal, beautiful with fancy and 
figure; tender with pathos and piety. An 
epi.,rammatic style, sometimes a whole 
vol~me of thought packed iuto a single 
sentence, render it doubly valuable to 
the man of small purse ancl scanty 
library. Well deserves to go througb. 
another seven editions. 
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Throw:h Bible Lands: },:otes of Travel 
;,, E![,11pt. the Dese,·I, and Palesti11e. 
Bv Pmur ~CHAFF, D.D., LL.D. 
.T~nrns ;\lisbet :md Co. 

Tms goodlv volume is n vnluable addi
tion t~ the literature of Bible lands. The 
author's journey to the East w11.s muler
t.aken in order to gain relief after a 
severe domestic affliction, and also with 
the ulterior object of obtaining: fresh in
formation for Biblical studies. While 
on his travels he sent home descriptive 
letters to his friends, and on his return 
he remodelled them in the present form. 
Dr. Schaff seems to have had bis Bible 
open in bis hand wherever be went, and 
as he appears also to have been well ac
qu:iin ted with the discoveries and con
jectures of former travellers he is able 
to give in these pages the result of the 
latest investigations into the difficulties 
and disputes of Biblical geoizrapby. 
Had he been less exhaustive in bis cGl
lection of the evidence of former 
writers bis work would have been more 
interestiniz, but at the same time it would 
have been less instructive. One pleasing 
pe.rt. of tbi~ book is the frequent mention 
of the various missionary agencies that 
are being: employed for the diffusion of 
the truth as it is in Jesus in those coun
trie~ which for many centuries have been 
-' Bible lands " only in name. Inci
dentally Dr. Schaff gives us his views on 
the Ell.stern (.luestion, which we quote 
for the purpose of showing the opinion 
of a leading American doctor of divinity 
and profesijor of Biblical learning on a 
subject of which we have not yet beard 
the la~t. Writing concerning the Anglo
Turkish treaty, he says:-" I would 
rather see the Czar on the throne of 
Constantinflple than the Sultan, for he 
represents a progressive and civilizing 
power whose superiority is well typified 
by the contrast between young Peters
burg, risen from the swamp in a for
bidding climate to the position of one of 
the finest ca,,itals of Europe, and old 
Constantinople mouldering on the 
smiling shores of the Bosphorus between 
two continents and two seas. Alex
ander II. wust be counted among the 
best of Russian sovereigns ; and, as the 
emancipator of Lwenty-three millions of 
serfs, and protector of the Greek church, 
he would have brought liberty at least 
to the Vll.l;t wajority of Christians in 

Tmkey. llut I g1·eatly prefer the con
stitutional sceptre of Enii;lnnd to the 
despotic go,•ernment of Rus~in, which 
tolerntes or persecutes Ronmn Ce.tholics 
nnd Protestants RB the interests of the 
State and of the Greek Church may seeu1 
to require. Englaud is everywhere 
at home nnd abroad, the friend nnd 
protector of civil and religious liberty 
as well as of material progress, and 
allows fair play to missionory activities 
without distinction of sect. She has 
moreover, shown a wonderful skill and 
success iu planting colonies and rulincr 
heathen and Mohammedan races. He~ 
rule in India, no matter bow acquired 
h~s. been a blessing to the Hindoos'. 
g1vmg them peace and prosperity, 
and, without interfering with their 
religion, has opened the way for the 
orderly introduction of Christianity. 
Her motives, including the secret con
vention with Turkey, may have been 
purely selfish, but it is an undoubted 
fact that the interests of England are 
identical with the interests of constitu
tional freedom and an enlightened 
civilization. Wherever the British flag 
waves there is security of life and pro
perty and the rights of men; there is 
freedom of speech and of the press, 
there is vigorous and honest administra
tion of justice, there is commercial pros
perity, there is the literature of Shake
speare and Milton, there we find an open 
Bible and a free pulpit, the purity and 
dignity of woman, and the blessing of a 
Christian home. Viewed from this point 
of view, the English protectorate of 
Turkey, which moy result sooner or 
later in annexation, promises to be in 
the end as great a benefit to the Turks 
and Arabs as England's reign in India 
has been to the Hindoos. She has, in
deed, assumed an enormous respon~i
bility and a most difficult task. It will 
tax all her capital and energy to Jirt 
Turkey out of the chaotic confusion 
and bankruptcy in which she is left after 
an exhaustive war. But she is better 
fitted for the task than any other govern
ment on earth, and she will have the 
hearty sympathy and co-operation of all 
true friends of those classic lands now 
fearfully prostrated, but destined to see 
a day of resurrection to new life. It 
may be doubted, indeed, whether the 
Turk can be truly reformed without 
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<!ensing to be a Mohammedan. In the 
trnnsforming process he must become 
-either an infidel or 11 Christian. We 
hope and pray thnt Lefore Ion" he will 
transfer his allegiance from the false 
prophet of Mecca to the true Prophet 
,of Nazareth." 

Bilile 1'rutlts witlt Shaltespearian Paral
lel.~. Whittaker nnd Co. 

Lamb's 1'alesf1·om Sltal1espeare. By the 
same firm. 

THESE are capitnl little shilling books. 
As to the first, it is an intere_sting 
fact that there nre more than e1r,hty 
allusions to Holy Scripture in the w~rks 
of the world's great poet. He is so 
much the singer of truth as to man that 
we do not marvel that when he touches 
!revealed truth as to God he is usually 
<!orrect; hence quotations from him are 
very useful to those who have to speak 
-0f God to man in a way which the un-
11.'egenerate can understand. 

Lamb's stories are known to every
body, and the public will be glad to get 
-such an amu~ing work in a form so neat, 
portable, and cheap. 

The Young Rebels. A Story of the 
Battle of Lexington. By AscOTT R. 
HoPE. Sunday School Union. 

A FAIRLY nmusing story, the scene of 
which is laid in America during the 
war which liberated the colonists from 
th_e yoke of George the Third. Boys 
y,,111 be pleased with the incidents and 
improved by the lessons; 

The Teachers' Storehouse and Treasury 
of Mate1·ial for Working Sunday 
School Teachers. Vol. III. Elliot 
Stock. 

A MOST useful magazine for all Sunday 
:School teachers, for no class should ever 
•be given to a drone. Those who are 
willing to work will here find plenty of 
-straw, and ready-made bricks, too, so 
they can at once begin to build. Here 
.are papers, sermons, and addresses on 
" The Work," explu.ne.tions and illus
trations of" The Book" outline lessons 
fo1· "The Class," and 'model addresses 
for " The Desk," all fo1· one penny a 
month. What mo1·e can any teacher 
want except the grace and wisdom to 
use aright the material here prepared 
for him? 

Eternal Life h,1; Death. A TrRtimony 
on Ritualism, Vicarious Ruhstitntion, 
nnd lmmortalism. By W. GRIFFITH. 

John Snow and Co. 

W1TH the author's evident desire to 
upholcl the _grace and sovereignty of 
God we are m the fullest accord, :rnd 
?ence we fe_el the greater pain in differ
mg from him, as we do most decidedly 
as to the immortality of the soul. 
Much that he states is excellent, al
though hi~ style of thought and mode 
of expr~ss1on make the perusal of his 
pages a somewhat severe task. There 
is nothing in his opinions which can 
move ns from the old ground which is 
now so continually assailed, and we are 
sorry that Mr. Griffith should himself 
have been charmed by modem inven
tions. We do not think that the work 
will do much harm, for few will have 
the patience to read it. 

Manufacturing Arts in Ancient Times, 
with -~pecial reference to Bihle Studies. 
By JAMES NAPIER, F.R.S.E. Paisley: 
Alexander Gardner. 

THE more of such works the better for 
biblical study. When practice.I men 
acquainted with the processes of their 
own trades give us the advantage of 
their knowledge and experience, we are 
far more likely to get at the truth upon 
their own special subjects than when 
commentators have to make guesses at 
the meanings of words. If the Scrip
tures speak of iron or lead, we would 
rather consult a worker in metals than 
a divine if any difficulty occurs in under
standing the processes connected with 
smelting, casting, or fashioning. When 
the expositor who is unskilled in any 
branch of science or art comes across a 
passaoe touching upon such matters he 
should consult some practical authorities 
or he is sure to blunder. Mr. Napier 
in the work before us manifests e. pro
found revereuce for Holy Scripture, 
and in our judgment his contribution 
to its elucid11tion is of high vnlue. ,v e 
are not able to judge as to the accuracy 
of his metallurgic knowledge, but ac
cepting it as correct ( u.nd we do so 
without hesitation), he has produced a 
standard book of reference which all 
students of Scripture will greatly prize. 
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Englamf.• Royal Homr: the Home 
Life of t.he Prince Con~ort ; Memo
rials of the Princess Alice ; with other 
Papers Illustrative of Royal Inci
dents. By the Rev. CRARY.Es Bur.-
1,oci-, B.D. 1, Paternoster Buildin!!'S. 

A RIGHT royal book from one who is°at 
home with such subjects. We rejoice in 
all the good which c11n be said of the 
royal fnmily, and it is not a little; 
though rumour continually babbles of 
one at least whose life casts a dark 
iahade over the glory of the royal house. 
"Whether those 'rumours speak truth or 
not we cannot tell ; but if they do-

shame on the prolligate ! Hnppy is the 
land which has virtue on its throne. 
but woe to the nl\tion whose princes ea~ 
justly be charged with licentious folly! 
.May such a calamity never overshadow 
our belm·ed country. 

Long live the Queen, and may 
all her sons be like their father, whose 
memory is still sweet nnd blossoms from 
the dust. In times when other nations 
are darkened with the smoke of smould
ering discontent, it is well done for our 
good author to foster loyalty, and say 
the best that cnn be said of a beloved 
queen and her royal issue. 

ijotts. 
TnE testimonial which celebrated our 
twenty-five years of pastoral work was 
presented on Tuesday, May 20, and there 
and then dedicated to the Lord. On the 
following Thursday evening we com
menced a new period in our church his
tory, and it is a singularly pleasing 
coincidence that at the church meet
ing held on that tivening no less than 
thirt,-seven candidates came before the 
church and confessed their faith in Christ, 
-the largest number that we have ever 
received at one church meeting. This was 
the more remarkable as it happened en
tirely without arrangement on the part of 
the pastor or anyone else. We regard it 
as " a token for good," and look for 
greater things than these. 

On Friday evening, May 30, the first 
annual meeting of Mrs. AlliBon's Bible
class was held in the College. First came 
tea, and then a public meeting, over 
which Mr. Allison presided. Mrs. Allison 
presented to Mr. Spurgeon £16 18s. Gd. 
as a special thankoffering from the class 
for his restoration to health. She ex
plained that this wa.s quite distinct from 
the contribution of the class to the testi
monial, and also in addition to their sub
scription for the colporteur at Crawley; 
but as the colportage work needed fund• 
the class wished to relieve their beloved 
pastor of this care as far as they could by 
thiB extra gift. Mr. Spurgeon gratefully 
acknowledged this thoughtful deed of love, 
and then left for the Country :Misaion 
Meeting. Miss Henry then spoke on 
"\Voman·s Influence"; Mr. Bellamy, the 
colporteur,. supported by the claas, gave 
an account of his work. Short addresses 
followed; and then Mrs. Gwillim, in the 

name of the class, prosented a beautiful 
album to Mrs. Allison. This class is 
greatly refreshed with the divine blessing. 
Its generous thoughtfulness for the pastor 
in his many cares is worthv of all praise. 

On tlte same evening, the tenth annual 
meeting of the METROPOLITAN TAnER· 
NACLE COUNTRY MISSION was held in 
the Lecture Hall of the Tabernacle,-Mr. 
Spurgeon in the chair. It was a good, 
lively, earnest meeting; but instead of 
giving the details we refer our readers to 
the article upon the subject in this month's 
magazine. Here is an agency exactly to 
our mind, which deserves the prayers and 
good wishes of all Christian people. 

On Monday eveni11g, J1me 2, our prayer
meeting was made unusually interesting by 
short reports of foreign missions presented 
by our students. Mr. llfaplesden gave use, 
very cheering account of Mr. Blackie's work 
at Calcutta, Mr. Churcher described open
air services at Delhi, Mr. Billington told us 
of the wonderful blessing that has rested 
upon the Teloogoo mission, and we reported 
the tidings received from Miss Long, wh;o 
is engaged in Zenana work at SuMt. This 
is the way to make prayer-meetings in• 
teresting. We get seven or eight prayers, 
three or four short speeches and hymns 
between, and the people are refreshed. 

CoLLEGE.-During the past month Mr. 
G. J. Moore has accepted the pastorate and 
settled at Grafton-street, Northampton •. 

Mr. J. J. Kendon has sailed for Jamaica 
to take charge of two small churches ne~r 
Spanish Town, and Mr. A. J. Clarke 1s 

about to sail for Australia to bocome 
the pastor of the church at West Mel
bourne. May the Lord be with both our 
brethren. (See Ev A:SGELISTS.) 
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Mr. ,T ohn Collins, late of ,T ohn-Atreet, 
Dedford-row, ia removing to Lymington, 
Ilctnta; Mr. W. Sumner ia going from 
Brentford to the church e.t South-street, 
Hull ; 11nd Mr. H. C. Field, of Burslem, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Cross Leech-street, Staleybridge. 

The work of Messrs, Blackaby e.nd Block
sidge, at New B1·0111pton, Kent, has re
sulted in the forme.tion of a church which 
gives good promise of soon becoming self
supporting. Will our friends in that re
gion encourage the young church all they 
can? 

11Iontlay, Jime 23, was observed as e. day 
of prayer by the churches associated with 
the College Conference. " The Lord bath 
been mindful of us, he will bless us.'' Tele
grams and letters received from several 
pastors show that the day has been owned 
of God for reviving the prayerfulness of 
many. 

The College summer vacation commenced 
on June 26, and will terminate on Aug. 11, 
when we expect to welcome a large number 
of new students. We have spent several 
dnys in the difficult and responsible work of 
trying to select the most suitable men out 
of the host of applicants for admission. 
Will our friends pray that we may be at 
all times guided in our choice, and that the 
admission of those who are selected may be 
wholly for the glory of God and the good 
of our fellow men ? 

EvANGELISTs.-During the past month 
a complete change has been made with re• 
spect to our esteemed evangelist, Mr. A. J. 
Clarke. We felt that the failure of his 
health indicated that for the present the 
Lord did not intend him longer to endure 
the excitement of evangelistic work. While 
we were waiting for guidance as to what the 
Lord would have him to do, an invitation 
came from the church at West Melbourne, 
and after due consideration Mr. Clarke ac
eepted the pastorate. He will soon be on 
his way to his sphere of labour. We pray 
that in Australia this dear servant of the 
Lord may be the means of winning even 
more souls for Christ than he has won in 
the United Kingdom. Australian friends, 
J>)ease receive him heartily, and esteem 
him very highly in love for his work's 
sake, for a better man never visited your 
shores. 

Messrs. Smith and Fullerton have just 
completed their series of services in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire. Pastor •.r. E. 
Cozens Cooke sends us the following ac
count of the work in Yo,·k :-

" My dear Mr. 8purgeon,-We have 
lately been favoured with the presence of 

your two excellent evangelists, ' Smith 
and Fullerton.' 'fhe moral atmosphere of 
an old ce.thedral city is anything but fa
vourable to these special efforts, and we 
were not surprised that some of our 'cul
tured ' friends manifested their opposition 
by a warm newspaper correspondence. 
This, however, did us no harm, but almost 
daily advertised our services free of charge. 
Mr. Smith's attractive singing, and his 
colleague's heart-stirring addresses, were 
much appreciated, and the interest evi
dently increased. The meetings were 
largely attended every night, and consider
ably over one thousand copies of the hymn 
book were sold at the doors. Several per
sons professed to receive good, and we are 
trying to follow up the work. We parted 
with our dear brethren with much regret, 
some of our friends gathering at the 
railway station, and singing their 'Fare· 
well' as the train glided away. Their 
atfeetionate, genial society, and above all, 
their unwearying devotion to the Master's 
work quite won our hearts, and we shall 
hope ere long to welcome them again. 
Our local expenses were heavy, but we are 
so glad to be able to send you (through 
Mr. Hillman'\ £10 for your • Society of 
Evangellits,' with the earnest prayer that 
the richest blessing may continue to rest 
upon this and every other agency associated 
with your noble work at the Tabernacle." 

Leeds was the next place villited, from 
June 7 to 25, and a great stir has been 
made and good results are sure to follow. 
We have jwt received most glowing ac
counts, but these we must reserve for next 
month. 

Mr. Burnham was engaged at Wootton, 
Beds, from June 1 to 6, but the meetings 
were so successful that they were continued 
a few evenings longer. There were large 
congregations every night, and on the 
Sunday the chapel was crowded in ewry 
part, and almost all who were present re
mained to the prayer meetings, which 
were held after each service. Our brethren 
McAllister (Cranfield) and Williams 
(Bedford), and Messrs. Burt and Gammon 
spoke at some of the meetings. )lany 
have been led to the Saviour, and the 
minister's family has been specially 
blessed. Mrs. Readman, the wife of the 
pastor, mentioned one evening after the 
service that the promisA "All thy children 
shall be taught of the Lord" had been 
much on her heart all day. This enabled 
the evangelist to speak with special power 
to a daughter, who soon entered into 
gospel liberty. At the fa~ily alt:i.r thanks
givings for the salvation of one were 
mingled with prayer for the rest of the 
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family, and by-and-by an answer came. 
One after another the members of the 
household were called to the room where 
a son was in terrible distress about his 
soul. Prayers and promises seemed all of 
no avail, and even the sweet experience of 
bis newly converted sister brought no 
peace to the troubled heart. All through 
the night and part of the morning the 
conflict raged, but o.fter a while Jesus 
conquered, peace was proclaimed, and th,i 
whole family sang Mr. Burnham's hymn: 

" Tell it ..-ith joy ! tell it "·ith joy ! 
Oh the :::;wcet rapture of pardon :" 

Mr. Burnham has engegements for ser
vices as follows :--July 6 to 13, Newport, 
Mon. : Sept. 5 to 26, among the bop
pickers at Goudhurst, Kent ; Sept. 29 to 
Oct- 5, Ka.unton, Cheltenham; Oct. 13 to 
19, Leamington ; Oct. 20 to 26, Markyate 
Street, Herta; Oct. 27 to Nov. 2, Bedford; 
Nov_ 10 to 16, Thetford, Norfolk; Nov. 
li to 30, Burton-on-Trent, etc.: Jan. 19, 
1880, to Feb. 1, Driffield and Cranswick, 
T orbhire; Feb. 2 to 8, Sheepshed, Lei
cestershire. Applications for any of the 
vacant dates, except those needed for rest, 
may be made to Mr. Spurgeon. Will all 
friends wbn are likely to be corresponding 
with Mr. Burnham note that he bas re
mo.,.ed to 11, Dundas Road, St. Mary's 
Roa&, Qm•~n•s Road, Peckham. S.E. 

CoLPORTAGE.-About thirty of the Col
porteurs came to London to meet the 
Committee and friends for prayer and con
ference on Sunday and Monday, .Tune 8 
and 9. They were addressed by Mr. 
Spurgeon on the Monday afternoon, and 
their 'l'isit was brought to a close by the 
annual meeting at night in the Tabernacle. 
We were glad to see a much larger num
ber of friends present than we have had 
at this meeting in previous years, and we 
hope that this is an indication that the 
Colportage work is at last gaining its 
rightful place in the esteem of our friends 
and the public generally. After prayer 
by the pastor, co-pastor, and Mr. F. A. 
.Jones (the late hon. sec. of the-society), 
Mr. w_ Corden Jones, the secretary, read 
some extracts from the twelfth annual 
report, copies of which he will be happy 
to forward to any frienda who wish for 
them and will send a stamp for postage 
addre~M,d to him at the Tlibemacle. The 
progrt:ss of the work will be seen on a 
perusal of the following statistics :-

During the year 1878 the nmety-four 
ColporU:urs employed sold about 927,~00 
publications of various kinds, for which 
they received £8,2i6 0s. 4d., that being 
an incrt:ase of £1,326 2s. 2½d, upon the 
prt:l'ious year. They also distributed 

upwards of lfi2,000 tracts, and visited 
926,2\J0 families. The subscriptions for tlu~ 
year have amounted to £4,148 His. 5!jd .. 
of which £3,0,i2 4s. l0½d, has been give~ 
for districts, and £212 l0s. townrds tho 
Capital :Fund. (That is up to Dec. :n 
1878). ' 

The Capital Fund, of which we 1111,ve
often spoken, is much needed, but it is 
not yet forthcoming. \Ve recl<011 that we
haYe now received nenrly £GOO of it, nncl 
we wait for the rest of the £1,000, With
out sufficient cnpito.l the working of this. 
society caunot g-o on pleasantly. We 
have not run nground yet, but the sailing 
will not be clear till the capital reaches 
the sum we have asked for. 

Subscriptions to the General Fund aro 
still urgently needed, both to meet tho 
necessary working expenses, and to sup
plement the deficiences continually arising 
in most of the districts. Everybody 
ought to help this work, because the 
publications sold are entirely· unsecta
rian, while the works of no evangelical 
denomination are excluded when ordered 
through the Colporteur. The Colpor
teurs themselYes are members of the 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Baptist 
Churches, and the several branches of the 
Methodist families. The preaching ser
vices which the Colporteurs conduct are 
not confined to o.ny, but extend to all, 
branches of Christ's Church willing to 
utilize Colportage in the extension of the 
Kingdom of God. 

OnPHA.NAGE.-The annual meeting was 
held on Tlm?"Sday, J'IJ.ne 19, the Presi
dent's forty-fifth birthday. Through the 
kind providence of God the weather was 
beautifully fine, and the whole fete was a. 
great success. More than four thousand 
persons entered the grounds during the 
afternoon a.nd evening, and though every
body seemed to be full of joy, the Presi
dent and his beloved wife feelsure that no 
one could have been quite so happy as 
they were. It is a. subject for the most 
grateful thanksgiving to God tbut the sick 
one, who has been so long confined to the 
chamber of suffering, was once more per
mitted to mingle with loving friends, who 
have for so many years rallied round ~s 
and helped us in the Lord's work. To his 
ble11sed name be all the praise. 

At half-past three o'clock Mr. John 
Macgregor (Roh Roy) gave an interesting 
account of some of bis " strange adve~
tllles." At its close the audience di_s
persed over the grounds, or g!ithered m 
the refreshment tents, and in the Baze.ar, 
which was held for the Girls' Orphanage. 
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The total receipta at the atalla amounted to 
more than £150. Dr. Barnardo's band 
was stntioned in the grounds, and per
formed nt intervals, in a most creditable 
manner. 

In the evening, the crowd was so great 
tbat we were obliged to bold two public 
meetingA simulto.neously. Sir Charles 
Reed, Chnirman of the London School 
Board, presided at one meeting, and our 
brother, J. A. Spurgeon, at the other. 
Some of the speakers kindly did douhle 
duty, and they therefore deserve our 
double thanks. We are bear.tily grateful 
to all the kind friends who thus ably as
sisted us to make known the needs and 
claims of the institution. The following 
is a list of those who took part in one or the 
other of the meetings: the Vice-President, 
llfessrs. C. and T. Spurgeon, Dr. Mac
ewan, E. Maclean, Burman Cassin, M.A., 
John Collins, and Dr. Barnardo. The 
announcement that we are enabled to go 
on with the GIBLs' ORPHANAGE, under 
our present trust-deed, was received with 
hearty applause, which was repeated when 
we announced that we bad already made 
a beginning by purchasing for £4,000 
the adj•cent house and grounds, called 
"Hawthorns.'' Towards this amount 
we had receisled up to the 20th June, 
in addition to the profit of Bazaar, 
£309 16s. 2d., together with £200 towards 
a house to be called the Deacons' House. 
We have also promises of £25 from one 
friend, £50 from another, £500 for 
one of the houses for girls, from a friend, 
£500 from a firm for another house, and 
£25 worth of painting and glazing work 
when it is needed. We shall be glad if the 
Lord inclines his stewards to send the rest 
of the £4000 before the purchase-money 
has to be paid, which must be done on 
July 15; but in any case we leave the 
m1ttter in his bands, )mowing thnt all 
will be well. With not more than £550 
specifically given or promised for this 
object, it is rather daring to bepe for the 
rest in a fortnight, but our Provider is a 
God of great resources. 

The amount presented to Mr. Spurgeon 
in birthday gifts for the Boys' Orphanage 
was £126 3s. 9d., while collectors and sub
scribers paid in about £200 during the day. 
The fele was appropriately closed by the 
music of Mr. Courtenay's nnd Mr. Frisby's 
choirs, and the usual illumination of the 
grounds. 

CoLLECTI:So DoxEs AND Booi,;s.-An 
anonymous donor aslcs how collecting 
boxes for the Orphanage can be obtained. 
Collecting boxes or books can be procured 
either from Mr. Bl~cksbaw, at the 

Tabernacle, or Mr. Charlesworth, at the 
Orpbano.ge. 

P1mRONAT, Non;R.-ln Tlte Preaclte,·R' 
Annual of 18i7, page 5H, in an article by 
the Rev. G. T. Dowling on" Candidating," 
we chanced to read as follows:-" Charles 
Spurgeon was not even seriously thought 
of as a prospective pastor the first time 
he preached in London. Months passed 
by before he was again invited to spend a 
Sabbath, and when even a call was ex
tended it was by no means unanimous. 
Some families even left the church be
cause ' that boy ' was called." 

1'his is given as a proof that successful 
preachers frequently produce a poor im
pression as candidates. This may be a 
general fact, but it was a pity to fabricate 
an instance. The truth is exactly the 
contrary. The moment after our first 
sermon was preached we were invited by 
the principal deacon to supply for six 
months, for he felt sure that at a church 
meeting, which would at once be held, 
such a resolution would be passed. ,v e 
declined his offer, for we thought it too 
hasty, but promised to preach alternate 
Sabbaths during the next month, and this 
was done and followed up immediately by 
a further invitation. No one person left 
the church to our knowledge, and the 
resolution inviting us was as nearly unani
mous as possible, one man and four women 
voting to the contrary, all of these be
coming in after time most friendly to us. 
We only mention the incident as a speci
men of the manner in which advocates of 
a theory too often manufacture their in
stances, and as a warning to our friends 
to be slow in believing anything which 
they may hear or read about public
persons. 

Our friend and former student, Mr. C. 
Dallaston, of Christchurch, Kew Zealand, 
writes to tell us that he has frequently 
met with persons who have been converted 
through reading our sermons, and he 
mentions one instance which had recently 
come under bis notice. He was called in 
to see a woman who was at the point of 
death, and she told him that when living 
away on the plains, where attendin~ a 
place of worship was out of the question 
because of the distance, her husband 
read to her one of our sermons every 
Sunday, and God used the words thus 
read to bring her out of the bondage of sm 
into the glorious liberty of the Son. Mr. 
Dallaston adds:-" In many of our up
country churches your sermons a.re read 
e1•ery Sunday." 
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f astarst «;.olltgt, ~tir.olJ.olihtn ijn:lrtrmtdt. 
Statm,um;t <>f Receipts f1·01n Ma;'/ 20tk to Jmw 19tli, 1Si9. 

Exo,,ntors of the late Mi•s Robe1tson £ s. d. 
Elgin (less b,uik charges) ... ..'.3998 0 0 

E. ll. ... ... 50 0 0 
Mr. !v.lll'd ... 5 0 o 
Eli•a Bush ... o 2 6 
Mr. H. 'Williams 5 o o 
Mr. J B. Johnstone 1 O O 
l\Ir. J. Seil"'Wright ... 1 O O 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver o 10 0 
R.L.... ... ... 100 
·'- In llcmoriam,, . . . 20 O O 
Mr. B. Tice... ... 1 0 o 
Mrs. Sarah Brown... 5 o o 
.Mr. James Brown... 1 O 0 
Mr. E. Burkitt 3 3 0 
Mr. John Ne.a.I ... 3 S O 
Mr. G. T. Congre.-c 12 12 0 
Miss Jessie Congreve •.• 1 O O 
Mr. C. H. Splll'!<eon ... 200 0 0 
Mr. W. Finch Hill... 5 5 0 
Miss Tate ... o 19 9 
S. S. Absolum ..• ... ... 0 S 0 
"Freeman " Dindend, one share o s 9 
"Pa.rt of a Sailor's Tithe" ... 5 o 0 
" A Fliend in Scotland " 2.5 0 0 
R. D., Otago 2 10 0 
From Natal_ 5 o O 
Mr. A. Searle 1 0 0 

Miss Hollbs' Cla.ss ... ... ... 
Mr. E. WMhs (nmmal snbscd1ition) 
Mrs. M. Wilson ditto 
MissJephs ... ... 
Mrs. A. C. Watson ... 
Mr. T. Barnes ... ... ... ... 
Colle.ction at Ilenca.ge Street, Dinning--

hnm ... ... ... ... ... 
Collection nt Alford and Mntlcy ... 
Collection at Stroud, Rev. F. J.Dcnski11 
Collected at Battcrscn P11rk Ch!lpcl 
Mr. F. H. White 
Mr. G. Pinc ... 
Mr. McArthur 
Mr. Jones ... 
Mr. A Dunn ... ... 
Passmore and Al11b11Ster ... 
Mrs. Pa:;smore 
Miss Passmore ... 
Mr. J. Passmore, jun. 
Mr. J. E. Passmore 
Mr. Alabaster ... 
Mr. J. H. Alabaster ... ... ... 
Weekly Offerings at Met. Tnb., May 24 

June 1 
8 

15 

£ •· d. 
I O ll 
2 2 0 
0 JO II 
I ;J n 
2 0 II 
0 10 U 

I 10 G 
I II 6 
5 4 0 
S 12 O 
2 (t (I 

1 l O 
l I 0 
0 6 9 

25 0 O 
20 0 0 

2 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 

36 4 6 
32 15 0 
37 3 0 
16 14 2 

Mrs. Bell .. . 5 O O 
Mrs. Sims ... 5 o o 

£45;2 2 5 

Jt.o.chfutll ®rpganagt. 
Statement "f Ileoeipt• f1·0111 May 20tk to J1tne I9tl,, 1879. 

£ s. d. 
Exccntors of the late Miss Robertson, 

Elgin (less bank charges) ... 3998 0 0 
A Widow's Mite ... ... O 10 O 
:M.r. George Osborn 1 l 0 
Mr. H. Vellacott ... 5 0 O 
Mr. J oh.n Sei.-wr:ight 1 0 0 
Mr. Edward Bott ... l O O 
:Mrs. Rebecca Danes 1 O O 
R. L. ... 1 o o 
" Fifty-nine•· 2 o O 
Miss Webster O JO 0 
J. S. B. ... 0 l 0 
Mr. B. Tice ... . .. 1 o 0 
Stamps from Aberdeen 0 l 0 
From e. Friend 1 o 0 
W. B. F. ... ... O 4 0 
Mrs. Sarah Brown ... l O 0 
Mr. W. Graham 1 0 <, 
E. F. ... ... 0 2 0 
Mrs. S. Stechow 0 3 0 
Tbankolferillg O 3 0 
S. W. ... ... 1 0 0 
Eliza Bush ... 0 2 6 
Miss BraMord ... ... ... 0 2 0 
Mr. E. Dyer (Birthday Olicring) 1 l 0 
R. G. Wioon 0 5 0 
Miss M. Long 2 0 0 
Miss Ince -• 0 9 6 
Mr. A. Cannon ... ... 3 0 0 
A Sen·ant Girl near Forres 0 2 0 
" The little n.-d bag" O 5 0 
M's The.nkoffering . . 0 5 0 
L. C. ditto . . . .. . .. . .. . I O 0 
William, Cllarles, and Alfred Jackson... 0 9 4 
R. D., O\ago ... ... ... ... 2 10 0 

I. W. P. ... ... ... 
A Friend, per Mrs. Richards 
W.P.... . .. 
A Penitent ... ... ... ... • .. 

Collected by Mrs. Jas. Withers, Rend· 
ing:- • 

Mr. M. J. Sutton... 2 2 0 
Mr. John Leach 1 0 0 
Mr. Harriss .. . ... ... 0 10 0 
Collected in sing le shillings 

by Nellie Withers 
Mr. Philip Davies ... 
Mr. Thomas Gregory 
Mr. Jamee Withers ... 
Harriet Cooper 
Mrs. Blackman 
Rev. E. Porter 

Mrs. S., a Tenth 
M ........ . 
Mr. John Carlyon .. . 
111. P. ... ... .. 
Mary... . .. 
l<'rom Natal ... . .. 
Mr. Alfred Searle ... 
Mrs. Sims 
M.A.N . ...... 
Mr. e.nd Mrs. Clabon ... 
Miss J. Jordan ... . .. 
~oUccte~, by Mrs. Copping 

E1zz1l ... ... . . 

l l 0 
0 5 0 
O 5 0 
0 5 O 
0 1 1 
0 l 1 
0 2 6 

Miss ~vdyn Do.vies• Box... . .. 
A Delighted Header of tho Sermons 
Mr. F. E. Browning 
Mr•. S. Knott 

£ s. d. 
0 4 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 12 0 

5 12 8 
0 10 G 
l O O 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 G 
5 0 0 
l O 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
l O 0 
0 2 6 
O JG 0 
0 JO 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 9 6 
0 5 0 
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?.II·. Allred Bene1t... ~ I j· d6 
Hev. H. Wllkino .. , 0 5 0 
A Friend ... ... 0 2 6 
Mr•. Treherne'• Box O 2 1 
Mr. Henry Smith I O O 
Mrs. Willie.me ... o 5 o 
Mis• H. Perkin• ... 0 2 6 
H. E. 5. ... ..• 1·1 10 O 
Mr. E. W. Petter ... '> 0 O 
E. n. ... .. ... ... ... ... 45 o o 
Collected by Minnie Mexwell BILyley ... I 2 0 
l\Irs. Walker ... ... ... ... o 5 O 
Miss H. Felio O 5 0 
l\lrs. 0. Lewi• 1 1 0 
W. H. S. M.... ... II 5 0 
Mrs. A. C. W1Ltoon... 2 0 0 
Mrs. Robert.haw I O o 
Miss Newm1Ln 3 O 0 
A Friend 1 O 0 
S. A.... 0 2 6 
A Friend O l O 
E. R. ... ... o 2. 6 
Mrs. Wheatley O 5 0 
Miss Wheatley .. . .. . .. . O 5 O 
A. W. 8. Raxworthy, Birthday Gift 1 l I 
E. Boweo ... ... ... ... 0 5 O 
MissHa.11 ... 0 5 0 
Mr. G. Dickey O I~ 0 
A Friend ..• ... ... 6 6 o 
A small Gift from a. Widow O 2 6 
Myself a.nd Friend... 1 1 1 
::Ur. Fox ... 2 2 0 
Florence Clayton o 10 0 
AFriend ... O 2 O 
Mrs. Denny ... 0 2 0 
'l'wo Friend• 0 6 O 
Jlliss .M. Perkino ... o 2 6 
Two young Sistero... 0 2 0 
A small Portion . ... u 2 0 
Every little help• ... 0 3 0 
A I ... ... ... 5 0 0 
A Widow'• Mite ... O 2 6 
.Mr. George Tomkins 1 1 0 
Mr. Heney Tubby ... 5 0 0 
AFriend ... ... 5 O O 
G. F. P. ... . -... ... ... 0 10 0 
Executor of the late MiBB Corben 50 0 0 
Collected by Ollie Rossiter 1 10 O 
Miss Summers ... · ... 0 2 O 
Service of Song, Blackhesth 6 17 8 
Miss Clout ... • -... ... 1 0 0 
M1·. Cloudrey l O 0 
C. Hunting ... 2 O O 
Sandwich ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0 
Executors of the late Mrs. Jane Young, 

Whitelawstone, Dundee (less bank 
charges) .. ... ... ... . .. 199 17 0 
An.nuat Subsc,·iptiona :-

"' The Merchant" (for one boy'• support) 25 0 0 
Mrs. M. Wilson ••• ... ... ... 0 10 O 
Miss E. Burdon Sanderson •.• ... 3 0 0 

Collecting Books a.nd Boxeo :-
Mrs. llowles... ... ... ... 
l\lrs. Bonser ... 
Mrs, Jenkins 
Mr. Maynard 
lllr. H. Barrett 
Mrs, Evons ..• 
Miss Arnold ... 
Master H. Mille 
Miss Shaw .. . 
'.\Irs, Loker .. . 
MissMack1Ly 
Miss Powell... .. . 
R. and A. Gallant .. . 
Master T. Woods ... . .. 
For 0. H. B., 45th Birthday 
Mrs. Culver (Book) .. . 
Mrs. Culver (Box) ... .. . 
Mrs. Mackrili ... . .• 
Ditto (for Girls) 

I 4 0 
0 9 0 
2 0 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
I O 0 
0 10 0 
0 13 S 
0 5 0 
2 l 2 
I O 10 
l ~ 0 
014 0 
0 8 0 
2 5 0 
1 2 0 
0 5 2 
0 16 0 
0 10 o 

Mis~ Evans ... 
Miss Fanner .. , 
Miss Green .. . 
Mrs. Fi!'lher .. . 
Mrs. Pope .. . 
Mrs. Barnden ... 
Mr. o.nd Mrs. Waight 
}faster H. Frisby ... 
Miss Frisby... . .. 
Miss Alice Morgan 
Mrs. Stockwell 
Mrs. Lewis ... 
Mrs. Hcrtzcll 
Miss Crawford 
Mr. J. Maynard 
Mr. J. White 
Mrs. Farrar ... 
Miss E. Ridley 
)-Jis~ Cocb1haw 
l\Iiss Hunt ... 
Mias Liberty 
Mrs, Abbott .. , 
Mrs. Healey .. . 
Miss Bau.If .. . 
Mrs. Duncomb 
Miss Warren 
Mrs. Cropley ... 
Miss Hickenbothe.m 
Mrs. M. Earl 
No Name 
Master Corsan 
Miss L. Corsan 
Mis9 B. Cor.:!an 
Miss Ellwood 
Miss Errington 
Miss Descrox. 
Miss Powell .• 
Miss Fairey .. . 
Mr. Bull ... . .. 
Mr. Bull (for Girls) 
Mr. F. Hunt ••• 
Miss Rogers... ..• . .. 
Messrs. Wills andPackllllm 
Mr. J. Mather 
Miss PetTett .. . 
Mr. Hill .. . 
Mrs. White .. . 
Miss Field ... . .. 
Mr. A. P. Chambers 
Mr. Nisbett .. . 
Fliend .. . 
Mrs. Brightwell 
Miss Buck .. . 
Mr. Glenny .. . 
Miss Godfrey 
Mr. J. Pain .. . 
Miss Seward .. . 
Mr. T. H. Olney 
Mr.R. Evans 
Miss Edwards ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Weetley 
llliss Hobbs... . .. 
E.H.... . .. 
Miss Cockrill 
G. Paine .. 
Mrs. Whitehead 
Miss Burden .. . 
Miss J. E. Binder .. . 
Miss M. Cotton 
Master Dowcett 
F. Cowper .. . 
Miss Corso.n .. . 
Miss Cook .. . 
Miss Snell .•• 
Master Delacourt 
J.B. L. . .. 
Mrs. Martin .. 
Mrs. Mallison 
Mrs, Samuel 
l\Jrs. Weare ... 
Miss Pattenson 

24 

£ s. d. 
O 4 5, 
1 M G 
0 2 3 
I 3 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 U 
2 0 0 
0 7 1 
0 5 0 
0 13 3 
0 13 8 
0 JO 0 
O J7 6 
0 6 0 
0 8 !t 
I 5 0 
l 18 9 
0 ~ 6 
I 1 6 
2 I 9 
1 -l 0 
I 2 6 
I O 0 
0 9 6 
I O O 
OH , 
0 6 0 
3 12 0 
I o 0 
OH O 
0 8 7 
0 5 9 
0 7 6 
3 3 O 
I U 1 
., 2 6 
2 0 0 
2 - 6 
l 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 12 0 
0 15 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 
0 JO 0 
0 15 6 
l 19 0 
o s n 
1 l U 
J O 0 

~ ~ ! 
0 l 8 
O 3 2 
0 10 -l 
0 13 3 

10 O 0 
JO O 0 
0 5 0 
1 l 0 
3 0 0 
-~ 0 0 
., 0 0 
0 16 ! 
1 o 0 
1 0 0 
1 3 
0 7 ~ 

O ~ 7 
0 4 :l 
0 S 6 
O 10 l 
0 H o 
0 7 0 
0 II 0 
0 3 9 
O 3 5 
0 10 0 
0 8 10 
0 0 11 
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Mias E. Miles 
Miss Viney ... . 
Mis• Nlly .. . 
Miss 11(. Wil,on 
MB.f:terRome 
Miss E. Luxford 
:Miss Lcworthv 
)Ii~'- A. A tkiDs 
:Miss E. Atkins ... 
:t,i:;,,. J.E. Cocksho.w 
Y iss ~. Bow-~cr 
Miss .Jane Hoe.re 
Miss DRy .. . 
MiSf; Smith .. . 
l.llr. C. Miller 
Miss Goslin .. . 
A. Gre<>n .. . 
lli~Mills .. . 
:Mr,;. Llo)'d .. . 
Alit'e Bri..•wcr 
:Mi~PRync ... 
Mi~s Johnson 
llliss Ball ... 

~n~~~%c~--
Miss Stone • __ 
Miss Hu~hcs 
Miss "Weber . 
Master Willia.ms 
Miss Brown ... 
Mi.SEA. Moore 
Mr. Dur-y .. . 
Mrs. Be.ker .. . 
Mr.;_ M;llcr ... .. . 
II.aster W. Phillips .. . 
Master G. Buckley 
ll,[iss Kicrman 
Miss Blackwell ... 
Master J. G. Roma.Ilg 
Miss Burman ... 
Master J. Webber ... 
Master Phillips 
:Mrs. Bro'W"D. ... 
l\lr. J. Smith 
Mr. A. Willcox 
Miss Dixon .. . 
Mrs. Goslin .. . 
Jlliss Passmore ... 
Jll:r. and 111.rs. Pullin 
A Friend 
Friend _ 
11.:r. Nicholls ... 
Master Boulter 

~ll1E!v;;;,,. 
:Miss Eaverstock: 
:ll:iBS F. Lewis 
:Miss llonlter 
Ethel ... ... 
Miss Ne.y (for Girl£) 
llrs. Shaw ,. ... . .. 
Penny e. Week Subscriber 
Mrs. Allum ... 
11.:r. Pickering 
Mrs. Mlll""Sh 
Mr,;. Gibbons 
Mrs. Le.nchester .. . 
Miss E. Mountain .. . 
Jim. M. Gooding 
Miss E. Underwood 
Mrs. Buswell 
Miss Maynard 
Jllaoter C. Fern 
Mrs. Wicks 
Miss We.yre 
Mrs.De.via ... 
Mrs. J.E. Knight ... 
:MissCox ...... 
Miss L. Lovegrove ... 
Mrs.Emery .··· 
:Mi.s M. A. Smith ... 

STOCKWELL ORPHANAG~. 

£ •· d. 
0 6 7 
0 4 2 
0 5 0 
l 7 6 
0 4 2 
0 4 11 
2 6 0 
0 15 0 
0 12 5 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 6 
0 8 0 
0 10 0 
l O 0 
O 12 6 
0 2 11 
0 4 5 
0 6 0 
0 13 0 
0 2 3 
0 6 2 
0 l 11 
O 8 6 
0 9 ' 0 10 10 
0 8 11 
0 l 11 
0 0 4 
0 3 10 
0 6 0 
0 6 8 
0 16 4 
0 6 6 
0 8 11 
0 II 5 
0 8 10 
0 12 6 
0 15 10 
l l 2 
0 3 8 
0 7 2 
0 3 5 
0 10 0 
I 14 O 
0 16 2 
0 12 0 
0 8 l 
l O 0 
0 3 0 
0 l 0 
0 9 0 
0 5 11 
0 l 5 
0 7 O 
0 10 0 
0 3 l 
o 3 l 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 15 0 
1 8 6 
0 18 4 
1 1 0 
0 11 3 
110 0 
o 14 ·s 
3 0 0 
0 10 7 
110 0 
0 10 6 
0 14 1 
0 12 6 
0 6 3 
0 8 9 
3 0 O 
0 12 6 
016 0 
0 10 0 
0 14 4 

Mre. MoDona.ld 
Miss Hallett 
Friend ... 
Mr. F. A. Atkins ... 
Mi.Ba Thompson .. , 
Mr. R. C. Raxworthy 
M&ster Bidcolo .. . 
Miss White... .. . 
Miss H. E. Phillips 
llliss Court . .. , .. 

:~~;,!~{. 
Miss E. Baxter 
Mrs. Gladwell 
Mrs. Turner... .,. 
1118.stcr A. Jennings 
Miss H.oulga.tc ... 
Miss Bndenock 
Miss Hudson ... . .. 
Master Walter Hubbard ... 
Miss C. Hubbnrd .. , 
Mrs. Dew ... • .. 
Mies M. A. Wells .. , 
Miss Ellis ... 
Mios Bia.ck ... 
A.B.... ... 
Miss Alderson ... 
Friend, by J. A. s;,,. 
Master Bates • .. . 
Mr. Doddington .. . 
Master Perryman_ .. . 
Miss Thome.a .. . 
Mrs. Raybould 
Mrs. Hubbard 
Jim. Bentinck 
Miss Corfield 
Miss Winslow 

~.Fs!~dge 
Miss Jane Bnll ... 
Ma.ster Ernest Marsh 
Mrs.Burton 
Miss E. Pa_yne 
Miss Besf er ... 
Me.ster Allum 
Mr. Crofts 
Mn!. Hopkins 
Miss Crofts • ... 
Miss R. Richardson 
Miss Choat • • 
Miss A. Wheeler· 
MissGrose ... • 
Mr.R.Smith 
Miss Hale.. .. . 
Master Blundstone .. . 
Miss E. J oiiee ... 
Miss E. F. Higgs ... . .. 
Mr. R. Wagner ... .,. 
Ma.ster William Itanford.,. 
Mrs. Mills ... 
WelterKem_p 
ArtburKemp 
F. We.rtell ... 
J. R. Stores ... • • 
Me.swr Brooker 
Mr. Marehall ... 
:.111.ro. Day ... • ... 
Master R. Frisby ... 
Mrs. Nigbtir.gale ;,. 
Mies Che.mberle.in ; .. 
Mrs. Rome.ng • • 
Mrs. G. Rose 
Mr. Lawrence •.• ... 
Master W. Chamberlain::. 
Mr•. Lawrence .. . .. 
C. Ble.ckshaw, jw\. 
Mr. Ja.go . ... . , .. 

£ e. d. 
2 4 O 
l O O 
0 2 0 
0 8 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 11 ll 
0 4 l 
0 17 0 
0 3 9 
0 4 O 
0 6 0 
0 14 0 
l 7 5 
0 15 O 
0 la 0 

; l l 7 
l 4 8 
l o 2 
0 7 3 
0 12 1 
l O O 
0 5 G 
0 5 0 
0 5 9 
0 10 0 
0 12 0 
2 2 0 
O 15 9 
0 4 9 
0 5 0 
0 14 4 
1 0 0 
1 0 2 
2 0 o 
0 10 0 
2 10 0 
0 6 9 
0 3 2 
0 8 6 
0 5 6 
1 18 9 
0 4 9 
0 6 3 
0 2 6 
112 0 
111 6 
0 4 S 
0 2 6 
1 7 0 
1 2 6 
1 6 4 
0 1 1 
O 10 0 
1 6 9 
1 O· 0 
1 12 2 
0 2 6 
0 6 8 
0 6 8 
0 l 8 
0 l 2 
0 l 8 
0 1 1 
0 4 8 
0 4 7 
0 l 10 
0 5 11 
9 5 11 
0 7 3 
0 14 0 
0 3 & 
0 9 10 
0 6 7 
0 12 5 
0 5 0 
0 ;l 5 

£*688 17 8 
~ 
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iirb' ®r;~anngt. 
T!tc.follo,ving amounts liave been receired by 1lb·. Spurgeon 1tp to June 20tli :-

£ e. d. £ s. d. 
l\TrA. Hillyard 60 0 0 J\I. c. 0 4 0 
Emma Davis 0 6 0 A Lover of Christ 0 2 6 
J\Ir. ThomllB D. Go.ipin 60 0 0 A Lover of Christ ... 0 2 () 

t~SIJ'~~~:.'a nurto;,: • 0 10 0 Mr. McKee ... 0 2 (3 

0 5 0 F.L .... 0 2 G 
Mr. Spurgeon 60 0 0 F.A .. 0 2 I) 

A widow 0 5 0 :i\[iss B. 0 5 0 
H.E. S. 60 0 0 Mrs. Wheati'~y 0 5 I) 

Miss Wright::: 1 1 0 MiBB Wheatley .. . .. . .. . 0 5 0 
'f. I. B. ... 60 0 0 A. W. S. Raxworthy, birthday gift 1 1 1 
Mr. John Groom ... 2 0 0 Seven Little Girls ... 0 10 0 
l\frs. ,v. R. Fox 10 0 0 Nellie ... 0 5 0 
Miss Can 2 0 0 Myself and Friend::: 1 1 1 
From Natal::: 5 0 0 Dr. Bithni.y ... 2 2 I) 

Mrs. Horwood • O· 5 6 E. S. B. 0 5 () 
II First Fruits It 0 3 0 A Friend I) 2 6 
M.A.N. 0 10 0 A Friend of the lliph'lJlS .. 0 10 0 
Mn Peter cJder 1 1 0 Little Alice ... 0 3 6 
Miss Hobbs e.nd ~e 0 10 0 J. and J. 0 5 0 
" Praise Offering,, 2 0 0 Mrs. Gwillim 1 1 0 
Mr. ,md MiSB Bowley 1 5 6 A Friend, per Mrs ... Spnrgeon 1 0 e 
Mr. A. Seard ... 1 0 0 Emma Jane Moss ... 0 0 6 
Mr. Bartlett's Class 20 0 0 lliss Dransfield }I) JO 0 
A poor widow's mite 0 o 01 Towards Deacons' Ho~ .. ... 2C0 0 0 
E. R. ... 0 2 6 
Rev. G. w. Lillllecar 0 5 0 £520 6 2¼ 
A Friend 0 10 0 
Elizabeth 0 3 0 Promises:-
Miss Ely 0 10 Q A Friend ( for one honse) ... ... 500 0 0 
Mis,s. 0 3 0 Mr. Burgess... ... ... . .. 25 0 0 
Miss S. 0 2 0 

~: ~£:~<£~~.! e.n~.!~) 
... 25 0 0 

M.S. 0 2 6 ... 50 0 0 

~.olp.odagt ~ss.odation . 
. Statement of Ileceipts f1•0111, May 20th to June 19tl1, 1879. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Subscriptions and Donatiotia for Districts :- Mr. W. J. Thompson l 0 0 

Newbury District .. . ••. ... .... 10 0 0 Andrew Dunn, Esq. 2 2 0 
Stapleford Baptist Church, towards J.H. ... ... . .. 0 2 6 

Longeaton District • . . . . . . . .. 5 0 0 Mrs. A. Boot 3 3 0 
Tiptree, per Rev. H. Hagell ... 10 0 0 Mr. G. Shepherd ... 0 2 6 
Great Yarmouth Town Mission... . .. 7 10 0 Rev. C. H. Spw-geon ::: 100 0 0 
Skipsei. District (Yorkshire Congrega- Presented to Mr. Spurgeon for the 

tional Union) ... ... ... ... 10 0 0 Colportage work by Mrs. Allison's 
R. W. S. Ori.filths, Esq., for Frithe.m ... 10 0 0 Cla,s: 
Melton Mowbray District ... . .. 15 0 0 MissWade ... l 0 
Miss Hadfield, for Ryde ... 10 u 0 Mrs. Howlett 0 2 u 

Miss Freeland 0 1 0 
£77 10 0 Miss Kate Clark 0 l 0 

Miss White ... 0 ; 0 
Subscriptions and Donation., to thf GenerBI Mis:; Seaward 0 2 6 

Fund. £ s. d. Miss 1~llbury 0 2 0 
Mrs. Evans ... 0 5 0 Miss Whittell 0 I 0 
H.H .... 5 0 0 Mrs. Skeels ... 0 1 0 
E.B .... 6 0 0 Miss Wyness ... 0 2 6 

Per Mr. W~llani::- Mrs. Jones 0 l 9 
Mr. Hazell ... • • ... 2 '2 0 Mrs. Sanden: 0 l 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Causson 0 7 6 Mrs. Hill ... 0 5 0 
Mrs. Duckley 0 2 6 Miss Allen 0 6 
Miss Tompson • •• 0 4 0 Mrs. Barnett" 0 5 0 
A ]friend ... 0 4 0 Mrs. Howlett 0 2 0 

3 0 0 Miss Caroline Ring,;r 0 2 0 
Per Mr. C. Waters:- Miss Candelin ..• 0 2 0 

Mr. Wo.keford ... 1 1 0 Miss Rae 0 2 0 
llfr. Price ... l I 0 Miss Rogers ... 0 2 6 
Mr. M. Medwin 0 10 6 Miss Sa.rsons 0 10 II 
lllr. J. R. Lynn 0 10 0 Miss Starr 0 l 0 

·C.W ....... 1 l 0 Miss Watts ::: 0 3 0 
Mr. O. Waters l l 0 The Misses Ham~ 0 2 0 

.lllr. W. Medwin 0 10 6 Mrs. Bantiak ... 0 2 6 
5 15 0 Miss Colleld .. , 0 2 G 
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)fi!-~ noot ... 
)1is~ Anne Boot 
lfiss Uobinson 
lli~s Cook ... 
Mrs. Bevis ... 
Mrs. Fem .. 
:'\Irs. Bloomfield 
:\Lisi-. Hn.bb('n 
:'.\li~-!- Snell .. . 
:\.lb.s Stec-N: .. . 
)Liss Evi::c::o1d 
Mi~s Stacey .. . 
)Jr,;. Lee .. . 
Miss Millis ..• 
llliss Mackay 
~hss Errington 
Miss Shelly ... 
)lrs. MRyde...-eU 
::\hss Sa.ndys ,a 

:M ~~~ Ralcrow 
)lrs. KettJe ... 
i\li~s Spall ..• 
;\bs llailey ... 
J\1i~s Read ..• 
)h~ Ma:rwell 
::\liss Munro .. . 
)Li-:-. l.fa:rton ... • .. 
'l'be Miss<"S Peters _ 
Miss li ubbard 
)[ rs. Gwillim 
.Miss Clarkson -• 
:\1 r. and Mrs. Allison 

0 5 
0 5 
0 0 
0 l 
0 10 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 l 
0 l 
0 2 
0 2 
0 l 
0 4 
0 2 
0 2 
0 4 
0 2 
0 l 
0 l 
0 l 
0 2 
0 2 
0 ~ 
0 I 
0 5 
0 0 
0 -l 
0 2 
0 5 
0 5 
8 9 

:S •· d. 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 

16 18 6 
J.M. ... ... ... 5 0 0 
Mr. Geori:e Osborn 1 I 0 
l!.iss M. Clift ... s o o 
:Ur. W. R. Rickett.... 25 0 0 
Stamps ... 0 3 6 
lliss Wbatley o 10 o 
lli. B. Tice _ l o o 
R. L. .. ..• ... I O o 
A Sincere Well Wisher O 5 0 
Fifty-nine ... l O O 
lliss Hobbs ... ... O 5 0 
Mr . .A.. Ashworth •.. 0 10 0 
X.Y.Z.,aMiteNo.2 010 0 
Mr. Wm. Maxwell... ... ... ... 0 S 0 
Re,-. Thos. Hume Mackay, Queenslsnd l O 0 
Collected by Miss Bro...-n... ..• •.. 0 7 6 
Collected by Miss Cooper... e 18 O 
lli. John Roberts ... 0 2 6 
)Ir. John Melrose... 20 0 O 
Mr. Wm. Pedley .. 5 5 0 

Mrs. Sn.ra.h Brown ... 
s. w.... . .. 
Mrs. Jen kine ... . .. 
Mr. Mason, ))er Mr. W. Mille 
Mr. W. Mills, epeoial 
Mr. T. Mille, epeoid ... . .. 
Mr. W. Reid, per Mr. Mimn ... 
Friends at Maldon tor Colportenr 
Mr. Hellier, speci!L\ ... .., 
:arr. J. Balms1on .. . ... . .. 
Collected nt tho Annual Meeting 

~~~-1;~,t~t:: ::: ::: ::: 
Mrs. George Tomkins 
Mrs. Cockrell 
Mr. Hale ... 
Ann li'rR-nces . .. . .. 
Collected by Miss Cockrell 
The Misses Newma.n 
M,ss Dransfield . .. ... 
Mr. e.nd Mrs. T. L!Lwson .•. 
Mr. C G. Clarke ... ... . .. 
Mrs. Percy, Collecting Box .. . 
Mr. W. Myers, Collecting Box .. . 
)lr. G. Comont, Collecting Box .. . 
~Liss Wright .. ;, ... • • ... • .• 

Anonymous ... . .. 
E. B., towards Conference ... 
Mr. W. Ma;,ters, per Mr. T. Mille 
A Friend, per Mrs. T. Mills 
Thos. H. Olney, Esq., special 
Mr. U. Hawkey, special ... 
J. Watney, Esq., M.P. . .. 
Mr. J. Powell • ... • .• 
M.'s Thankoffering 
D. McC., Silloth ... 
Mr. A. G. Wyatt· ... 
Mr. o.nd Mrs. Holttum ... 
" Part of a Sailor's Tithe " 
I. F. B. ... . .. 
Mr. R. Robinson ... 
Conva.Ieacent "" 
Sarah T!Lylor ... 
Mr. Alfred Searle ... 
Mr. Alexe.nder Hodges 
"A Friend" 
Mr . .Arthur Long::: 
J. e.nd J. ... . .. 
Miss Goslin .. . 
.Miss E . .Tones 

Erratum.-£5 acknowledged from llr. Whitehe&d wt month should be 20s, 

ja.citi,z .of ~fotttgtlists. 
Staten1ent of Receipt, _from May 20tli to Jmie 19Ui, 1819. 

l!r. B. Tice ... 
~LG .• - ••• . .. 
A Lover of the Truth 
:From Natal ... 

£ e. d. , i f f H.E.8. 

£ •· d. 
I O 0 
I O 0 
2 O O 
5 0 0 
I I o 
l l O 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 0 

43 3 9 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
2 O 0 
1 O 0 
l O O 
0 6 0 
OH o 
1 0 0 
l l o 
l o o 
1 l O 
0 2 5 
0 18 2 
0 5 S 
l l o 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
S 5 0 
0 2 0 
S O 0 
2 2 0 
l O O 
1 l 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 G 
2 2 O 
2 0 0 
S O 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 O 
0 10 0 
l U 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 G 
0 S 0 
1 l 0 
l O O 

£322 2 3 

£ s. d. 
s o a 

£17 S 0 

Frienda aendifl{/ prese11,t1 to the Orphanage a1·e eturns1tly r81J11,8lt8d to let tluJir 
na11ies or initial, accompany tlie aa-me, or 111e canrwt properly aokrw1Vl,/!tlge tltem; and 
all,o to ?l)ri,te Mr. Spu1·geon if no ack1W1V~tlgment ill 1ent 1Vitliin a 111eek. . 

/:;ubsc-riptiou 1vill be thankfully recevoed by C. H. Spwrgeon, N-.gltt-1111.gale Lane, 
JJalltami. Slumld any IIW11U be wnacknomledged in thill liat, frienda are 1·eque1ted to 
1vrite at once to Mr. Spurgeon. Poat Office Order, akould be made payable at thd 
Chief Office, Lnulon, to C. H. Spwrgeon. 



THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

AUGUST, 18 7 9. 

BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

AINT GILES'S and Saint James's suggest very opposite 
ideas to the minds of Londoners who are acquainted with 
the characteristics of the two parishes. We associate the 
first with all that is squalid and miserable; but when 
mentioning Saint James's, though so near a neighbonr, 

we think of the town mansions of the aristocracy. So true is the 
aphorism about extremes meeting that one name seems to he fragrant 
with the aroma of fashion, while the other is redolent of beggary 
and thieving, and yet the two parishes lie close together. From a 
suburban parish, containing no more than the usual population of poor, 
the area of St. Giles's has during many generations grown to its present 
over-crowded condition. The place is the home of poverty-stricken 
mortals who have long ago lost heart and hope in life; and who, 
abandoning themselves to despair, take the world as it comes with 
dogged indifference. Those marvels of our advanced civilization, the 
low lodging-houses, abound here in profusion. It is a kind of low-li_fe 
world complete in itself; and cadgers, thieves, and ndventurers of dif
ferent grades, whose features have become tanned by the thick atmo
sphere, seem to contract a liking for the place. It would be impossible 
to enumerate all the classes huddled together in the thousands of attics 
and cellars which abound in the narrow streets and unfragrant courts of 
St. Giles's. Perhaps a gr~ater number of begging--letters h~ve there been 
concocted by professional impostors than anywhere else 1~ the world. 
There robberies innumerable, as well as crimes of deeper die, have been 

25 
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planned and successfully carried out. Tramps who have penett·ated 
into every county of England, there tell their stories of adventure, and 
spend in riot the proceeds of their frauds. Criminals find lurking-places 
secure from justice; and others undone by selfish indulgence, or over
whelmed by calamities they could not avert, there hide themselves from 
the gaze of the unsympathetic and respectable. St. Giles's, moreover, 
has its thousand-and-one curiosities, and above all its literary curiosi
ties. Millions of songs and catch-penny tracts, which find a wonderfully 
ready market in town and country, are poured forth from its printing 
presses. Such is this wonderful world of sin and suffering, for whose 
uplifting many a good man has toiled and prayed. Among others Mr. 
George Hatton has laboured in his leisure hours since 1860 for the re
claiming of the fallen, and the assistance of the destitute. Our present 
purpose is to gi.e some account of our friend's endeavours and successes. 

Twenty years ago :!IIr. George Hatton and a few other young men 
who were like minded turned their att.ention to the suffering poor who 
lived and died in ignorance in the dense dark neighbourhood surround
ing Bloomsbury Chapel, with which they were associated. At that 
time the tens of thousands of nondescript people who swarmed about; 
the notorious centre of Seven Dials were generally looked upon as past 
hope and irreclaimable. It was, indeed, one of the earliest fields occu
pied by the London City Mission ; but the first missionary appointed 
caught a fever in the horrid dens within his circuit and died. Though 
the district was overcrowded to an incredible extent, it was supposed 
by many ro be impossible to collect an orderly congregation of wor
shippers. Mr. Hatton made the experiment and succeeded. He then 
progressed from one thing to another until he gathered a working 
mission church, one of the most successful of its kind in London. 

Some facts about the parish as it was about the time of the erection 
of Bloomsbury Chapel may help us to better understand the character 
of the work which Mr. Hatton and his band of helpers took in hand. 
A hundred people to one small house was about an average complement. 
An authority writing in 1847 remarked: "The rooms are clos~ packed 
with human beings in a manner which would hardly be beheved by 
those who bad not actually seen them. Church Lane consists of thirty
two houses, which contain one hundred and ninety rooms, in each of 
whieh rooms live an average of nine individuals, making a total of 
I, 7 l(J persons. Separate families live in separate corners of the rooms. 
The party who hires the entire room relets it in portions. And such 
rooms are the private and respecf,able rooms of the district in distinction 
to the lodging-houses." The same writer adds : "Here are domiciled 
the gentlemen who gain their living by writing on the pavement of the 
streets that they are in great want and scarcely able to move. They 
generally manage to sit down to a substanlial breakfast of bread and 
butter, tea and eggs, beefsteaks, and mutton chops. Here also are 
domiciled the women who go out as widows after they have hired chil
dren for the day. What they receive they spend chiefly in drink. 
Drunk<:!nness prevails in the district to an alarming extent, but of the 
drunkards the women are the more numerous. Indeed, the women of St. 
Giles's in general are more like Indians than inhabitants of the capital of 
the British Empire, and the metropolis of an enlightened land." At that 
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time not a fourth part of the children who grovelled in the g-utter~ ever 
attended school, and fights among their parents, especially the mothers, 
were constantly occurring. The Irish lived in a state very closely resem
bling heathenism, their highest hopes depending on images and charms, 
medals and crucifixes, while the Lord Jesus Christ was thrust into the 
rear. The poisonous stench of the closely-packed rooms was overpower
ing to a visitor, but the people placed more dependence on holy water 
than on cleanliness as a preventive of diseai.e. The whole region was a 
scene from which the most hopeful Christian worker might have turned 
away in despair. 

When, in the early days of 1860, Mr. Hatton first felt a desire to do 
something in the way of carrying the gospel to the degraded classes of 
St. Giles's he was a Sunday-school teacher at Bloomsbury Chapel, and 
inexperienced in other departments of Christian service. He tells us 
that his first efforts were anything but encouraging; "Painful want 
and destitution met the view in almost every home visited, and I was 
not long in discovering that unless some practical sympathy could be 
shown amongst the people, little good was likely to be accomplished.'' 
After many days" of anxious thought and much prayer'' he invited 
half-a-dozen Christian young men to his house, and having conferred 
together, these friends formed themselves into a society, each member 
subscribing a small sum weekly. In a short time an income of £1 a 
week was secured, and what was better than money, young men of the 
right sort gave their services. The next step was to hire a room, 
capable of seating sixty persons, in Queen Street, Seven Dials. "Here, 
then, amongst very much painful discouragement," Mr. Hatton says, 
"we were permitted to labour for some three years. During the greater 
part of this time we saw little or no result, which was most trying to 
our faith ; but at length fervent prayer was answered in the ingather
ing of several of the most unlikely of our worshippers to Christ, the 
sinner's friend. Encouraged by this manifest token of the divine ap
proval, we laboured on with renewed energy, our room soon became 
overcrowded, and it was necessary for us to look for a larger and more 
suitable piace for our meetings." The King Street Hall was then taken, 
and the meetings there were continued for about ten years. 

After ten years of very successful work in King-street, the extension 
of the work rendered a more capacious meeting-place an urgent neces
sity. A suitable site on which to erect a convenient building was 
sought in vain ; and money was offered for several freehold houses near 
to the Seven Dials, but the purchase was not effected. Though sorely 
perplexed Mr. Hatton now exemplified the truth of Matthew Henry's 
aphorism, that a man at his wit's end is not at his faith's end. "Now 
mark," he says, "almost immediately following this, I received _a n_ote 
from the few remaining friends who constituted the church worsh1ppmg 
at Little Wild-street, offering me the place entirely unrestricted in any 
way for the purpose of our mission work.'' The offer was at once 
accepted, and, including some repairs at King-street Hall, a sum of 
nearly £3,000 was expended. For all the purposes of a mission the 
premises are of a very superior kind, and it is a blessed use of that 
ancient Baptist sanctuary to see it turned into a house of mercy for 
the neighbourhood. 



356 AMONG TBE POOR OF SEVEN DIALS. 

In gi'l"ing some examples of good e1fectrd, we will commence with 
th~ lodging-houses, which in St. Giles's are of the worst de11cription 
allowed by the law. Concerning this department of his work Mr. 
Hatton remarks : "On account of the misery and wretchedness endured 
by the poor men, who exist in these dungeons mostly underground, we 
are ofttimes sorely troubled, and what to do to permanently benefit them 
we scarce know. Frequently on entering the kitchen we find assembled 
eome forty to fifty men, invariably most wretchedly clad, hungry, dirty, 
and depraved. They consist of the very poorest class; among them 
may be fonnd broken-down cabmen, board•men, shoeblacks, and coster
mongers, some of whom are struggling as honest men to make both 
ends meet, while others are of doubtful character, who follow no recog
nized means of obtaining a livelihood. Not unfrequently do we meet 
with those who have at one time been respectably connected,-sons of 
noblemen, clergymen, physicians, editors of newspapers, etc., and in 
most cases they have been reduced to beggary either through excessive 
drinking of spirituous liquors, or dark deeds of crime." 

Through the mercy of God, however, the darkest den may be enlight
ened, and its captives led forth. Degraded souls rescued from the lowest 
lodging-house occasionally become real ornaments to the Christian 
chnrch. Some time ago a gentlemanly man called at Mr. Hatton's 
house to leave a sovereign for the Mission, as a thankoffering. He 
then confessed that about a year before he had been in possession of no 
better home than a St. Giles's lodging-house, and there he heard the 
Scriptures read and prayer offered by an agent of the Mission. After 
that he attended service at King-street Hall, where the truth found its 
way to his heart. Through becoming a changed character he obtained 
a good situation, and being grateful for the good he had himself re
ceived he engaged in the same kind of work in a provincial town. From 
being a slave of sin he became a servant of righteousness. 

Some of the general cases of conversion are as striking as they are 
encouraging. The female visitor once met with a_ drunken sailor, and 
persuaded him to enter the service by the promise of some tobac~o. 
He held to his bargain, but vowed he would not be so caught agam. 
He passed an uncomfortable week, however, and on the succeeding 
Sabbath, while on his way to the public-house, he was again capt1;1red, 
and ultimately became a changed character. He afterwards thus quamtly 
and gratefully wrote of himself:-

"Mondy Morning 3 clok. 
"Dere Sur,-Plese to exnse this i send, i ham of to morrow 5, But 

cant go till i tel you wat God as don for me by you and a Dere 
Woman that tocked me to your place too Sundays. Bless her she did 
beg me and i did say very Bad things to her i went the f□ rst time to 
hav a game, But o Sur the way you spoke stopt me, i culd not say ~ 
word to upsit any Body, the woman kept her Eye on me Sharp. 1 

hav bin a dridful Man for 55 years, i hav gone in the Brod Way all 
my life, But i was stopd that nite, what i wold give to have got out 
But Bless God be old me fast what a week i had you cant tel. the 
Dere woman told me she wold pray for me and she must hav done so. 
i tbout i wold slip her Sunday but some thing- said to me go the same 
way. i was going to the bad house to drink and joue in at the Bad 
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things, but i mit her and she tookd me in to your place. Blea the 
Lord, i can Say Sur, that i no and fele that my Savour died and lives 
for me. 0 Suri felt in a dredfnl Way bot al in a momint i could se 
thot my Sina wher put away and i cold joy. i wished i could se yon at 
that time the Lord Bless you Both and her Dere Child to that g'ived 
me her Bible, it will be my frind and mate when I am on the Wide 
Sea. tie just 3 and i go at 5 to Liverpool to join ship we are bound 
for Valperrasa if the Lord in his mercy brings me Back i hope to see 
you both again. i will pray for yon ever i Live plese Sur will you 
please tel the dere Woman what as bin done for me, i will tel 
you. she wares glases and is in Black she does sit rite np in front 
of you she told me she did al way sit thare she as a litel girl and 
she gived me her Beble and Litel Boke god bles yon all. i hope to se 
you al again Do pray for me, my time is up, i could get no paper But 
this. tel the Woman to go on, there are many more lik me, i no 
Sur they cant say no to her, she will Be Blesed for it. God Bless yon 
all." 

Another in an artless confession tells ns how from being the most 
wretched outcast he became the happiest young man in London:-

" I left my poor lodging without a penny in my pocket. I came to 
Covent Garden; there I asked a policeman what I could do to find 
work ; he asked me a tew questions, and gave me a penny, all that he 
had, and told me to go and get some coffee with it ; he could not tell 
me where to go to get work, but he told me to go over the water and 
see there. I was going, but it came on to rain, and instead of going 
over the river I turned my steps into the City again. I went up one 
street and then another, till at last going up a street which since I have 
found out to be Princes-street, Drury-lane, there I saw a board over a 
room named the Mission Room; on this board was the time that the 
services commenced, the door was ajar (for me) as you will see. I 
pushed the door open, and then looked into the room ; it was empty, 
and I turned to go away, but as I turned to go a voice said-' Did. yon 
open the door?' I said, 'Yes.' I began to beg his pardon for doing 
so, and told him being tired I thought I might sit down if there was 
service going on, but found the room empty, was going away when he 
asked me in, and spoke kindly to me. I asked him if he could give 
me something to do, and with that he asked me where I came from, 
and several other questions, which my pride at first would not let me 
answer, but kindness did it; he got out of me that I was hungry; he 
set before me a good breakfast." 

Too wretched to eat, he could yet listen to kind words, and to the 
invitation to cast his sin-burdened soul on Christ. Eventually he was 
one out of many more who found peace at King-street Hall. 

A Jewish periodical lately informed us that Hebrew converts c_ost 
£6,000 each to the societies which make it their business to look after 
them. If this be the case with great societies which maintain a large 
staff of officials, it is otherwise in St. Giles's. The son of a Jew called 
o~e night at the evening school and asked that some one should visit 
his father, who was dying. The Bible-woman went and was coldly re
ceived. "I do not want to hear anything you have to say," the man 
remarked. "Are you a Romanist?" "No, I am a Jew," he answered 
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rather sonrly. Confessing that she herself was a daughter of Israel, 
the vii;itor talked for an hour, progressing from the righteousness of 
Abraham to that of Ch_rist. When she had done the patient confessed, 
"I cannot understand 1t ; some one else has been to speak to me about 
lliis samr One; but I told him if he came again I would kick him down 
st.airs. But you speak so differently, and yet of the same One. I shall 
be glad to see you again." The man was prayed with, and ns days 
passed he grew more anxious. With his latest breath this son of 
Abraham called out, "I am trusting wholly to the blood of Jesus, 
Christ alone is my Redeemer." 

During some years past .M:r. Hatton has had his attention turned to 
the reclamation of London thieves, especially to discharged prisoners, 
who are frequently disposed to turn into paths of honesty if a little 
Christian help can be accorded them. In this work he has been assisted 
by Mr. Wheatley and Joshua Poole. The scene that may be wit
nessed every morning outside the House of Correction, Coldbath Fields, 
is well portrayed in our engraving. A.s the men, one by one, come forth 
from the gloomy precincts they receive an invitation to partake of coffee 
and bread-and-butter at a house of entertainment close by; and a view 
of what may be witnessed ever_v morning is shown in our second picture. 
While the guests are enjoying their most comfortable meal a gospel ad
dress is given either by Mr. Hatton or his assistant, Mr. Wheatley, 
besides which a hymn is sung and prayer offered. At the close an 
endeavour is made to induce the men to sign the teetotal pledge ; for as 
drink is mainly the cause of their having fallen into trouble, abstinence 
from the temptation is their safest path. In any case, the discharged 
prisoner who sits down to Mr. Hatton's breakfast is not without a 
friend; and if he is really disposed to forsake the ways of crime he finds 
just the assistance be needs. The work is arduous, for each morning 
brings its fresh complement of subjects requiring attention, but its good 
effects do not end with the individuals reclaimed; a reformer of thieves 
is a national benefactor. The hour of leaving prison is necessarily a 
-very critical time, especially to a young adventurer, who, to use the 
customary phrase, has never been in trouble before. The_ man come~ to 
another tnrning point in life, another chance of reform 1s before him; 
be may make a stand for freedom and honesty, but if he should fail 
be will in all probability lapse into a more inveterate rogue than he was 
before. Left to himself to fight and scheme in a world which has no 
sympathy for him, be may not always be master of himself, even though 
bis intentions may be good. If he seeks a situation be does so tremb
lino-. lest the truth should break out that he has been a jailbird ; and 
so~etimes, even when he is honestly working to retrieve a lost character, 
the effort of months, or it may be of years, is lost when the evil rumour 
finds its way to bis employer's ears. It will be very obvious to all who 
think about the subject, that to such a discharged prisoner as "'.e 
bare described, a helper like Mr. Hatton is a heaven-sent friend. He 1s 
so well acquainted with the nature of the world . they w~re born 
and reared in, with ihe snares and deadly temptations which earl_y 
beset their path, ihat they can, without hesitation, make him then· 
confidant. With Lim at their side, they feel that they have a tru~ty 
guide in a diflieult road. The l'ery fact of their being in association 
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with him ie an omen for good, and in hundreds of happy instances 
it has proved a passport to an employer's favour. Mr. Hatton's general 
plan is to learn what he can about the antecedents of those who need 
his help, and then if they have fallen from positions of hones! y, to go 
straight to their former employers and plead the cause of the reneg-ades 
with the hope of getting them reinstated. No plan of action could be 
more, effecbive; for the employers hve their confidence partially restored 
by the high character of ,the interceding agent, while a man thus restored 
to his old,pesition oftTUst foels new incentives to retrieve a character. 
"Some of :the.men we have been successful with are doing exceedingly 
well, arid are,, a great joy to us," says Mr. Hatton. "Indeed, the 
striking results • are , a marvel to ourselves, setting forth as they do so 
grandly the exceeding riches of God's grace in the mighty power of the 
gospeUhat can so entirely change men of the type and character that 
we often have to deal with." 

The.•best proof that.it wonderful influence is brought to bear on dis
charged prisoners is seen in the letters written by the men themselves 
after they have •been rescued from a vicious course of life; and as }Ir. 
Hatton has supplied us with a few specimens, we cannot do better than 
present a-selection to the reader. The following is from F. D., a young 
man who began life as a burglar:-

" l:take the pleasure of writing to you to try and express my thanks 
for the kindness you have showed me by taking me in hand at the 
prison gates, and thanking you for the kind treatment you have shown 
me the six months that I have been at your home in Great Earl Street. 
Dear sir, although I try to explain my thanks to you in this letter, I 
know that all your desire is to see me trying to walk in the footsteps of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. I believe that the work which you are doing 
at the prison gates is causing many angels to rejoice to think that day 
by day they can see a wanderer brought home to their Father above. 
I can say now, since I have been under your care, my friends love me, 
because they know that I am trying to be a Christian man, and I can 
assure you I feel much happier since I have trusted in the Lord Jesus." 

The next is from J. H., whose crime was that of stealing a loaf of 
bread:-

" Now, as I am going away to New Zealand, I think it only just on 
my part to thank you for that you have done for me when I came out 
of prison. Wretched and without a friend in the world, you took me 
to the Hall and gave me a breakfast, and employed me to carry out 
coals, arid as now ·being started in life once again, I thank you from my 
heart for the clothes that you gave me and the kindness that I received 
f;rom you and many more. If it was not for you I believe I should be 
in prison instead of going out to New Zealand to-morrow morning." 

We should have stated that Mr. Hatton maintains a Home tor re
formed criminals in his mission district an ordinary old dwelling-house, 
which affords temporary accommodation, which the inmates pay for, 
until some likely opening occurs. The writer of the next letter, ..:1. F. C., 
a young forger, is reported as doing exceedingly well. . 

"I write you trusting you will place this letter befor~ the co1111?1ttee 
of St. Giles's Christian Mission. I was sentenced to six mouths bard 
labour for forgery, and during that time I was led to see that God was 
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leading me by " strange path, and allowed me to fall from position and 
society. Mr. Playford, chaplain, Holloway jail, kindly visited me in 
prison, and, as you are aware, gave me a letter of introduction to your-

self. The result wa@, you kindly took me in lhe Mission Home, where 
I 've been provided for with the necessary comforts of Iile, and received 
that spiritual comfort which every mau stands in need ot; especially 
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prisoners. To the longest day of my lifo I shall never forget the 
manifold unselfish Christian charity I have received at your hands. 

Miss Ling and Mr. Clarke, I may say with thankfulness, "·ere the in
struments in the Lord's hands of restoring my soul to peace. The 
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words I ha,e received from yourself have tended to guide my thoughts 
upward, and though I may not make that profession of Christ by 
speaking openly, I trust (knowing how weak I am, and how much I 
have sinned) that Jesus which is able to keep me will give me complete 
confidence to appear boldly for him who has done so much for me. He 
has troly blessed me all through my life, and more so since I came 
from prison, and though I have met with kindness from my mother-in
law and her family, my dear wife knows that I have had the ' cold 
l<houlder' gi,en me at times. It is for this cause I feel the pure 
Christian-like kindness given me is simply for the love of God. I pray 
that the Home may be blessed in every effort for the welfare of men. 
I thank you again, dear sir, for your kindness, and I trust that my 
future will prove that I've appreciated the kindness of yourself and 
others connected with this work. May he comfort you and yours, and 
gi,e you your heart's desire, is my prayer." 

Dnring se,enty years the Sheriffs' Fund Society has shown the need 
that exists for assisting discharged prisoners, and that society has done 
excellent Rervice in the City of London. Mr. Hatton's work is far more 
aggressive, however; and numbers who are to-day leading Christian 
lives would have returned to crime in despair if he had not met them 
at the prison gates to hold out a helping hand, and to speak a word of 
Christian sympathy. The St. Giles's Mission is one of the most valuable 
institutions in London, and as a Christian agency it is one of the most 
successful. We have great pleasure in setting it before our readers. 

lgru to .out 
UPON a public fast at Covent Garden. church, for the persecuted 

Protestants in the valley of Piedmont, Dr. Manton had got Mr. 
Baxter, who happened to be then in London, and Dr. Wilkins, who was 
afterwards Bishop of Chester, to assist him. Mr. Baxter .opened the 
day, and preached upon the words of the prophet .Amos, chap. vi. 6: 
"But they are not grieved for the afflictions of J 01,eph." He, after his 
manner, took a great compass, and grasped the whole subject. . Dr. 
Manton rncceeded him, and had chosen the s~me text: he was obliged 
often to refer to the former discourse, and to say, every now and then, 
"As it has been observed by my reverend brother." Dr. Wilkins sat 
cruelly unea~y, and reckoned that betl"feen them both he should h~ve 
nothing left to say; for be had also taken t~e sa~e text. He. In
sisted upon being excmed, but Dr. :Manton obliged !um to go up mto 
the pulpit; and by an ingenious artifice he_ succeeded ad~irably. 
Before be named his text, he prepared the audience by expressmg the 
fears of their narrow-spiritedness, and little concern for the interest 
of God in the world; '' For," says he, "without any know ledge or 
design of our own, we have all three been directed to the same words," 
which, spoken with the majesty and authority peculiar to _the prese1~ce 
and spirit of that excellent person, so awakened th~ attent10n and dis
posed the minds of the people, that he was heard with more regard, and 
was tbouf;ht to do more good than both the former, though he had 
i;carce a single thought throughout the sermon distinct from the other two. 
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fltnsing i,ah-. 
A FEW WORDS SPOKEN AT THE TABERNACLE AT A PRAYER-MEETING 

BY MR. THOMAS SPURGEON, 

I WOULD speak to you upon "pleasing God." This subject is 
somewhat remarkable, and the more yon meditate upon it the more 

wonderful it will appear. Thank God, the fact though strangP- is none 
the less true, that the creature can please his Creator, and the sinner 
can delight his Saviour. God is pleased not so much by what we do as 
by what bis grace bas wrought in us, in making us both tq will and to do 
of his own good pleasure. I met with an early settler in the bush who 
pointed with great pride to his dwelling-house, and to the land sur
rounding it, which he had cleared and fenced and cultivated. He told 
me bow barren it once was, and that now this fertile spot, which had 
cost him so much toil and expense, was a source of boundless pleasure 
to him. He was pleased with the transformation he had accomplished, 
and with the return it brought to him. In some such sense we please 
God. We cannot take any credit for it plainly enough, for the Lord has 
wrought the change in us; but we yield him pleasure by being different 
from what we used to be, and by bringing forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness instead of the thorns and briars of sin. 

There are, however, some special matters in which we ought to please 
God. The.first and foremost is faith. "Without faith it is impossible 
to please God," and the more of faith we have the more pleasure God 
has in us and from us. The more we trust him the more he will take de
light in trusting us; and the more we believe in him the more will he 
reveal to us reasons for believing. Our character and condition are 
pleasing to God wl:ien faith is conspicuous in us. How much we like to 
be trusted! Those of you who are parents know how you like your 
child to trust you. When the way is rough and dark you love to feel the 
little fingers clinging to yours; and God is pleased too, only in a nobler 
and much higher degree when we grasp his hand, when we believe in 
his loving heart, and cling to his gracious power. If "e would please 
God we must believe his word, and never for a moment doubt that he 
means what he says, and intends to do even more than he has promised. 
Mr. Gough told us a very good story illustrating the confidence of a 
little boy in his mother, which will show what our faith in God should 
be, and how it will please him. The little boy believed so strongly 
what his mother said that though his companions denied the truth of 
her statement he replied, "I am sure of it, because my mo~her said S? ; 
and if mother said so it is so, if it isn't so." We are inclrned to smile 
at the boy's expression, but there is a wondrous lesson in that apparent 
?Ontradiction, and I will be bound to say that when the mothe~ h~ard of 
1t_she was very pleased with her little son_'s _confi~e1;1ce. ~t ~s _J~t so 
with God when we trust him. If he says 1t 1s so 1t 1s so, if it 1sn t so. 
0 Lord, it is not so to my eyes, but it is to my faith. I do n~t _nnde:
stand it I cannot conceive how it can be so, but if thou sayest it 1s so it 
is so, I t~ke thee at thy word, and I will not dare to doubt thy ~ruth. If only 
for the sake of pleasing thee I will never quibble _or quest10n when thy 
word is in the case. Without faith it is impossible to please God, be 
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our other graces what they may. "Lord, increase our faith" thnt we 
may give thee joy. 

We please God also by prayer. I do not know that I need make much 
distinction between faith and prayer, for faith expresses itself by prayer, 
and prayer without faith is no prayer at all. It is the prayer of faith 
which is pre"l'"alent, and it is the faith which prays which is accepted. 
We cannot prt1y without faith any more than we can believe and still be 
prayerless. God says, " I will yet for this be enquired of by the house 
of Israel, to do it for them": he gives the promise to our faith but he 
girns the fulfilment to our prayers. You like a person who wants your 
aid to state his difficulties and tell his troubles, and if it is in your 
power to supply his need you do it the more cheerfully for his asking. 
It is even so with God. He loves that we should tell him om· desires, 
and he is pleased that we should expect him to grant them. He is 
doubly pleased, first, in hearing our petitions and then in answering 
them. 

Another means of pleasing God is by our hearty praise. When we 
ha"l'"e received answers to our prayer3 we should joyfully thank the 
Lord for his benefits, for whoso offereth praise glorifieth God. Broken 
and faulty our voices must be at best, but he loves to hear our songs. 
Though many a discord must grate upon his ear, it does not grate upon 
his heart. "To him there's music in a sii::h and beauty in a tear." 
A child's prattle pleases the parent's ear. You remember how David 
spoke of praise ; he said, " I will praise the name of God with a song, 
and wiil magnify him with thanksgiving. This also shall please the 
Lord better than an ox or bullock that bath horns and hoofs." That is 
a great mercy for us, for we could bring neither ox nor bullock, and 
many of us could not even manage to give the horns and the hoofs, but 
we can present the hymn of thanksgiving, and we can magnify his 
name, and that shall please him when i;acrifices fail. Oh God, bow 
canst thou be pleased with our childish hymns? And yet thou art, if 
they come from childlike hearts. The Psalmist said, "Seven times a day 
do I praise thee." I do not know why he did it "seven times a day," 
unless it was that he wanted to be perfect in his thanksgiving. Or 
perhaps he knew that he could not praise God too much, and wished 
to offer as much of it as possible, and so when he left off it was only 
that he might take breath to go on again. He could praise more and 
praise better with intervals between. Perhaps he made seven utter
ances of it, so that he should not leave anything out, or forget to 
bless the Lord for any one of his sweet mercies; when we leave spaces 
for recollection we fill up omissions and amend mistakes. God was 
pleased with such praise, I am sure, and though we have not David's 
barp, we can nevertheless praise the Lord each moment of our lives, till 
every thought and word and deed shall become a note in the lifelong 
psalm. 

Let us also seek to pleaEe God by patience. Remember what the 
apostle said to Timothy, " Thou therefore endure hardness, as 3: good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself 
with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who bath chosen 
him to be a soldier." Now, if you want to please him who has chosen 
you, as he did Timothy, to be soldiers, you must endure hardness and be 
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willing to suffer privations for hie sake. If you fight the good fight of 
faith you shall be more than conquerors through him who hath loved 
you, but even if you had not that hope you should still endure hardness, 
for so shall you please the Captain of your salvation. Can you have a 
nobler motive? What a delight our King takes in hie warriors! It 
reminds me of Edward III. when from a distant' hill he watched the 
battle in which his son was winning his spurs. So our Lord, np yonder 
in heaven, on the mount of God, sees-well, I was going to say, oar 
deeds of chivalry and prowess, for he is kind enough to connt them 
such ; rather let us say he sees our poor attempts to do oor best for 
him, and rejoices over us at every blow exchanged and every difficulty 
overcome. He knows we will gladly give the glory of the victory to 
him, and therefore while the fight continues his pleasure is to see us 
suffering gladly and fighting bravely. He does not intend us to lose 
the battle ; that shall never be, but he does mean that we shall not win 
it without desperate efforts and strong exercises of grace. May we not 
be well content to bear the burden and heat of the day, and endure 
patiently forced marches and hot contests if by so doing we can please 
him? 

By teaching in the Sunday-school, by talking of him by the way, by 
every opportunity that comes to hand, let us endeavour to please him. 
Lord, thou art easily pleased, for even our poor prayers and praises are 
acceptable in thy sight. Oh for grace to please thee more. 

Then shall we be better pleased ourselves, when we are assured that 
we have pleased thee better. Help us to do always those things which 
are pleasing in thy sight. 

i f ri!O'lt .Ott jirt. 

WHEN the Holy Spirit enlightens men to see their true condition, 
they perceive that they are shut up under sin ( Gal. iii. 22), and 

also shut up in unbelief (Rom. ix. 32). This is a horrible imprison
ment, for in vain do they seek to escape from it ; the bars are bars 
of iron, and the fetters are of steel. Then comes a dreadful cry in 
their ears of wrath to come: the prison is on fire. Caged in with 
iron, they see no way of escape; the flame draws nearer to their cell, 
they expect hourly to be consumed. Then do they welcome the 
Deliverer, and when Jesus sets them free their souls begin most 
heartily to magnify the Lord. Saved from the devouring fires, their 
hearts burn with gratitude. 
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~,rm!l ~isdplhtt anb ~rgufatiou ~ill. 
FROM: the House of Commons we received the other day a printed 

memorandum, prepared for the information of the members, as to 
the offences which according to military law are punishable with 
deat.b. It struck us that the various items were eminently suggestive, 
and we therefore made them the heads of a sermon to the good soldiers 
of J esns Christ. We hope to print the whole discourse for the use of 
soldiers, and meanwhile we give the Bill, and a few comments upon it, just 
as hints to our brethren as to its use for instruction. The private Christ
ian may profitably trace the analogies for himself, and to the ministers 
of the gospel the items must be abundantly rich in symbolic 
teaching. We give the whole memorandum, though we did not 
find it possible to introduce the whole into our sermon, and it is not all 
equally suggestive. In these days, when so little beyond useless talk 
comes from the House of Commons, it is a mercy to snatch even one 
floating fragment from the general wreck. 

A Person subject to Military Law, when on Active Service, is punish
able ";th Death, if he commits any of the following offences :-

1. Shamefully abandons or delivers up any garrison, place, post, or 
guard, or uses any means to compel or induce any governor, 
commanding officer, or other person shamefully to abandon or 
deliver up any garrison, place, post, or guard, which it was 
the duty of such governor, officer, or other person to defend. 

It is disgraceful to give up any truth of doctrine, precept, or ordi
nance, all of which we are bound to maintain even to the death. Those 
who would have their ministers tone down any of the teachings of 
Scripture, or leave their posts because of persecution or slander, are 
gnilty of this offence. Even to desert the Sunday-school class, or the 
little village station, will bring us under this censure. He who would 
leave the smallest post ru;signed him would surely surrender the 
greatest if it were in his power. 

2. Shamefully casts away his arms, ammunition, or tools in the 
presence of the enemy. 

We are exhorted in Holy Scripture not to cast away our confidence, 
which bath great recompense of reward. It would be a proof that we 
were not true Christians if we forsook the faith, or cast off the fear of 
God, or threw down the truth, and fled out of selfish fear. We are to 
stand bravely before the foe in fa.11 armour, bearing our shield, and 
wielding the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. We may 
never lay down our tools till we lay down our bodies. We must either 
work or suffer till we die. 

3. Treacherously holds correspondence with or gives intelligence 
to the enemy, or treacherously or through cowardice sends a 
flag of truce to the enemy. 

Worldly conformity amounts to this, for it leads us to be friends to 
the world, and then we are the enemies of God. Thousands are trying 
to unite the church and the world, and for this purpose they encourage 
the enemy by finding fault with religion, and making out that God's 
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people nre in no great degree different from other men ; and at the 
earn~ t!me they try to establish the_ truth of their own words by seducing 
Ohr1strnns from the narrow way mto worldly amusements and habits. 
Many professors not only send e. flag of truce to the devil, but they are 
in covenant with him-you shall not hurt me and I will not hurt you. 
I will praise the theatre and you shall call me "liberal." Come half
way and be decent, and we will go the other half, and we will be '' hail 
fellow well met." This is fatal. 

4. Assists the enemy with arms, ammunition, or supplies, or know-
ingly harbours or protects an enemy, not being a prisoner. 

We supply the enemy with weapons against the Lord when we live in
consistent lives; they take up a reproach against the good cause and 
injure it greatly. We do the like when we report the failures and weak
nesses of good men, and cause the adversary to blaspheme. If we in
dulge any known sin and harbour it in our bosoms we also greatly grieve 
our Captain. Sin will enter our doors, but it must be driven out by 
main force of grace; to make provision for it is to play the traitor. 

5. Having been made a prisoner of war, voluntarily serves with or 
voluntarily aids the enemy. 

We may be surrounded by ungodly men in our daily life, and they may 
try to force us to evil, but we must resist, even unto blood, striving 
against sin. Children under ungodly parents, and wives with wicked 
husbands, are like prisoners of war, but they must take care to maintain. 
their integrity, and never yield under pressure, however great. Even if 
we are surprised by temptation and so fall into the power of sin, our will 
must not consent to abide therein, but we must strive to escape from 
bondage-. A Christian marching with the enemy against his Lord is a 
very Judas. 

6. Knowingly does when on active service any act calculated to 
imperil the success of Her Majesty's forces, or any part thereof 

This is very sweeping. We are to avoid any act which would of itself 
imperil the good cause. Even though the cause is safe, yet if there be 
an evil tendency in the act we are guilty. Non-profession of our faith, 
cowardice, slackness in prayer, absence from prayer-meetings, indolence, 
worldliness, carnal indulgence, and many other forms of evil may be 
censured under this head. Think what would become of the cause if all 
did as you do, and by this you may measure your conduct. 

7. Misbehaves or induces others to misbehave before the enemy. 

We are always before the enemy. The eagle eye of the world is upon 
us. "See that ye walk circumspectly,'' for ye always walk befo:e a 
cloud of witnesses. Cowardice, rashness, greediness, quarreping, pride, 
folly, &c., are forms of misbehaviour in the soldiers of Chnst. 

8. Leaves his commanding officer to go in search of plunder. 

This Demas did when he forsook the Lord, having loved this present 
evil world. To gain a good situation, a fair damsel, or a handsome 
profit many professors forsake the colours to their eternal shame. 
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9. ""ithout orders from his superior officer, leaves his guard, 
pi,quet, patrol, or post. 

Some plead distance, business, or age; others leave their work be
cense of petty jealousies, discouragements, or self-deniols. Christ's 
soldiers should be ashamed to do this. Stand to your post so long as 
health and life will permit. See your successor, or see the post ready 
for a better man who is likely to come, before you leave it. 

10. Forces a safeguard. 
Whatsoever the Lord forbids we must carefully forego, what he re
serves we must respect, and what he enjoins we must obey. 'l'hose 
who broke through the bounils of Sinai died ; let us always keep the 
bounds of onr Lord Jesus. We may not rush into a church or hurry 
out of it contrary to the laws of Christ, neither may we trifle with his 
ordinimces lest we incur judgment. 

1 r. Forces or strikes a sentry. 
To oppose a man of God who stands for the defence of the truth is no 
mean sin. Many a time has this been done in ignorance, and the 
faithful have saffered thereby. Despise not the honest warnings of 
God"s minister;;, and above all do not make them your enemies for 
telling you the truth. 

1 2. Impedes the provost marshal, or any officer legally exercising 
authority under or on behalf of the provost marshal, or, when 
called on, refuses to assist in the execution of his duty, the 
provost marshal, or any such officer. 

Order mnst be maintained in the church, and he who is set to exer
ciEe discipline should have the hearty support of all true Christians. 
The duty is often painful And irksome, and church officers should never 
be hindered in their efforts by unkind remarks and nnseemly oppositions. 
A certain crew will have neither officers nor order, but we have not so 
learned Christ. Flocks without shepherds and armies without officers 
are in a poor plight. What is everybody's business is nobody's busi
ness. Christians who imitate Corinthian anarchy soon fall into Cor
inthian laxity and divii,ion. 

13. Does violence to any person bringing provisions or supplies to 
the force; or commits any offence against the property or 
person of any inhabitant of, or resident in, the country in 
which he is serving. 

We are to do good and not evil to tho@e around us. The church often 
suffers from the world, hut the world must never suffer from the church. 
We are to fight for onr Lord but not for ourselves. Those who come 
to us are to be welcomed and not despoiled. Pastors who bring us food 
are not to be abased. 

14. Breaks into any house or other place in search of plunder. 
Our great Captain will provide for U!.I, and it would be most unseemly for 
ns to do any disobedient act by way of finding our own rations. Some 
break into other churches and destroy and !!teal, but we are not of the 
order of Plundering Brethren. 
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1 5. By discharging firearms, drawing swords, beating drums, making 
signals, using words, or by any means whatever intentionally 
occasions false alarms in actions, on the march, in the field, or 
elsewhere. 

This may be done by scaring the brethren by the discoveries of science, 
or the doting dreams of learned men ; it may also be accomplished by 
pretended explanations of prophecy of an alarming kind. Anything 
which distresses and dispirits without cause is exceedingly evil. To 
bring up scandalous reports, and to declare that the church is unloving, 
prayerless, dead, &c., as some do, is a wretched form of this offence. It 
is the little ones who suffer much from these false alarms, and therefore 
the sin is all the greater. 

1 6. Treacherously makes known the parole or watchword to any 
person not entitled to receive it; or, without good and suffi
cient cause, gives a parole or watchword different from what 
he received. 

We cannot too often repeat our parole, for we are to preach the gospel 
to every creature, but woe be to us if we falsify the word. " The blood 
of Jesus" is the watchword of the Salvation Army, and we must not 
substitute for it any other form of parole. 

17. Irregularly detains or appropriates to his own corps or detach
ment any provisions or supplies proceeding to the forces, con
trary to any orders issued in that respect. 

We must beware of hoarding up comfort for ourselves and leaving 
others to perish for lack of knowledge. To forage only for our own 
denomination to the injury of other brethren is also contrary to the 
mind of him who hafo called us to be his soldiers. 

18. Being a sentinel, commits any of the following offences (that is 
to say):-

(a) Sleeps or is drunk at his post; or, 
(b) Leaves his post before he is regularly relieved. 

We know who bath said, "Let us not sleep as do others, but let us 
watch and be sober." Watching aud sobriety go together. He who 
is drunken with wine, or pride, or worldliness, or error ceases to watch. 
We have each a post assigned us, and to sleep or to be drunken there is 
to betray our Lord. Leaving our post altogether is utterly un
soldierly. Jonah did so, and was saved by special miracle. If we 
imitate him we cannot be sure that a whole will be provided for us. 

19. Causes or conspires with any other persons to cause any 
mutiny or sedition in any forces belonging to Her ?.fajesty's 
regular, reserve, or auxiliary forces, or Navy. (Clauses 20, 21, 

2 2 are of like effect.) 
Troublers in Israel are many and busy. Quiet and happy churches are 
disturbed and even rent in twain by these ill-disposed professors, "·ho 
seem to live for nothing else but to create or fe.rment discor~. 'l'h~se 
go from house to house to spread ill reports, ana to blow U}) Jealousies 
and suspicions, and nothing pleases them better than to set ~ood men 
by the ears. We would abolish the cat in the army, but a slight taste 

:26 
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of it in church circles, in a spiritual or metaphorical sense, might be a 
se.lnt.ary warning. We have so much to do in combating the enemy 
that it is a shame to waste a moment in internal contentions ; yet 
some are always creating mutiny and fomenting discontent. We can
not drum these people out of the regiment, but by keeping up a 
constant warmth of love we may make the place too hot to hold them. 
We cannot pitch the mutineer overboard, but we can give him a wide 
berth. If no one will join the maker of quarrels he will be powerless, 
and will either drop the habit, or remove to more congenial quarters. 

2 3. Strikes or uses or offers any violence to his superior officer, 
being in the execution of his office. 

Against elders we are not to receive an accusation without much deli
beration, far less then may we speak ill of them without cause. Church 
officers are to be censured when they overstep their authority, but to 
resist their authority when they are carrying out their Master's rule is 
more blameworthy than many think. The Scripture saitb, " Obey 
them that ha,e the rule over you, and submit yourselves : for they 
-watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you." 

24. Disobeys any lawful command given by his superior officer, 
being in the execution of his office. 

Our great superior officer is the Lord Jesus. "Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do it." Are all of us scrupulously obeying the words of our great 
Leader ? The spirit which neglects a little command is not a little 
evil, for it is essentially rebellious. If the command be so small, why 
not keep it? 

2 5. Deserts or attempts to desert Her Majesty's Service. 
Alas, that any should do this! Yet this is the test of distinction be
tween real grace and its counterfeit. Many declare that they will 
follow their Lord whitherwever he goeth, and yet in a short time they 
leave his standard and consult their own interests by finding another 
leader. Backslid~r, are you a deserter? A deserter is a son of perdi
tion, and belongs to the breed of Judas. 

26. Persuades, endeavours to persuade, procures, or attempts to 
procure, any person subject to military law to desert from Her 
~1ajesty's Service. 

When some men forsake religion they grow venomous, and fill others 
with their poison, never resting till they lead them into a like apostasy. 
It might surely rnffice them to go to hell alone ; but no, they must 
entice others thither. Lord, have mercy upon such. 

These rules admit of a wider range of interpretation than our notes 
may indicate, but )f th~y su~m~st ho!)'. caut~on, and lead our brethren to 
meditate in that dl1'ect1on, it lS not rn vam that we have placed them 
here. , C. H. SPURGEON. 
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~bihtnct ~utingz. 

CHRIST JESU8 came into the world to deliver men, first from the 
dominion and then from the consequences of their sins. The 

Holy Ghost comes to convince men of the guilt and evil of sin and to 
reveal Christ as the Saviour from it. We are therefore co-working 
with God when we lead men to see sin in its true character and to accept 
Christ as a Saviour from its tyranny. 

It is greatly to be deplored that much of the testimony of Christians 
seems to lack force: men appear to think we have no subject to present 
to their notice in which they have an immediate interest, whereas the 
sober truth is, we are in possession of a glorious and available remedy 
for all the evils under which they suffer. 

I have lately been serving as a special juror in one of the law courts, 
and I have been impressed by the efficiency of the method there 
employed in convincing interested persons as to the facts under con
sideration. An advocate states his case, call his witnesses to say what 
they know, and then comments upon the value and effect of their 
evidence; the presiding judge taking care that all is done in order. 
Now, assuming that the advocate has all the truth and all the/acts on Ms 
side, and that he has good witnesses to speak to the facts, the result is 
almost inevitable, the jury and all intelligent witnesses would and mast 
be convinced. Now, with reference to the unspeakably important 
matter of the destructiveness of sin and the glorious power of Christ 
to deliver men from its horrible dominion; we have all the facts in 
existence, ancient and modern, moral and physical, on our side, and I feel 
much impressed that if in some similarly definite way we could get a 
hearing for what we have to present, we should succeed in creating an 
absorbing interest in the truth, personally affecting as it would be felt 
to do, every listener, and with the blessing of God and by the power of 
his Holy Spirit working with us, we should succeed in so getting the 
verdict in every man's conscience, as to produce most important results, 
both in the sanctification of believers and in the conversion of sinners. 
Could we not have meetings of some kind-perhaps of men exclusively 
-under the presidency of suitable Christian men, in which the effects 
of sin in some of its most salient forms, as gambling, theft, impurity, or 
drunkenness, might be considered, and in which evidence might be taken 
and testimony given, both as to its destructive effects on individuals, 
families, and communit.ies, and as to the blessed and wonderful power 
of our Risen Redeemer to deliver from its dominance? 

With such a glorious redemption available as that in which we 
rej~ice, how one groans at the sight of the superfluous mis_ery occas~o~ed 
by its rejection, and longs to have men accept the grac10us dom1mon 
and loving care of our wise and mighty King. 

THOMAS D. MARSHALL. 
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A SHORT time ago, while inspecting the somewhat meagre library 
of a Nonconformist College in Wales, we were glad to find that 

howe,er deficient the collection might be in standard works, it con~ 
tained a copy of Dr. Geikie's "Life and Words of Christ." It was 
pleasant to find the book in a place where its high merits would be 
likely to be appreciated ; but satisfaction was changed to disappoint
ment when, on taking the work from the shelf, the leaves were found to 
be uncut. The explanation given was that most of the students had 
purchased the book on their own account, so impressed were they with 
its ,alue. This, at any rate, was a good sign; for a competent know
ledge of the condition of the world in the times immediately preceding 
and just after the coming of our Lord is what all students should 
possess, whether settled in the ministry or otherwise. To attain this 
know ledge may be a laborious exercise, but the lnbour is certainly cur
tailed since learners have been accorded the privilege of sitting at the 
feet of two masters like Canon Farrar and Dr. Geikie. We should be glad 
if our scientific men, who would have their disciples believe that Christ
ianity is a worn-out thing, fit for very simple people only, would 
account first for the production, and then for the extensive circulation, 
of these two books. The library edition of Dr. Farrar's work bas been 
dispersed by tens of thousands ; and in addition to this a vast sum has 
been embarked in procuring the illustrations for the popular issue. 
When Geikie appeared on the scene, after Farrar, as was supposed, had 
swept clean the threshing floor of knowledge connected with the sub
ject, people thought that the learned doctor was a day behind the fair ; 
but rnch was the popular interest in the Person and times of Christ, 
that those whu had read the first book found that they were the better 
prepared for tbe enjoyment of the second. The fact is that the one 
book does not supersede its ri-val; on the contrary, one is stimulating 
the sale of the other. This is a phenomenon of hopeful augury. Farrar 
is being read by the multitude, while the magnificent volumes of Dr. 
Geikie are ensuring favour on all sides with almost unexampled rapi
dity. To all theologians who can procure them these two biographies 
of Christ are indispensable ; but perhaps their highest recommendation 
consists in the fact that all who are able to appreciate good reading 
will find them surpassingly interesting as pieces of history and bio
graphy. We have repeatedly referred to them, but also to a number of 
otber authorities, while preparing the present sketch. 

It is generally agreed that the star in the east, heralding the day of 
Christ, appeared at the mid1Jight of the world. One grand empire 
under the sceptre of Rome, the world, as it was then known, was op
pressed by heathen taskmasters, who, regarding nations as the slaves of 
rulers, cared nothing about patriotism so long as they could enrich 
themselves. In the far distance, beyond the boundaries of Italy, the 
rule of c~sar might be tolerable in theory; but in reality it was fre
queutly so bad as to be utterly unendurable. In certain of the more 
unfortunate provinces hope must have died in the breasts of the 
inl1i.bitants, and def1rnir must have been their daily companion. It was 
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an ago in which we meet with man at his worst, in the persons of the 
emperor and his va,sals ; but, on the contrary, the sons of genius, who 
then arose and flourished, have caused the epoch to be called the 
Augustan age. . 

The universal ruler wao Caius Octavias, commonly known as 
Augustus Cresar, the first of the emperors who sat enthroned in Rome 
as superior governor of the entire human race. We shall hardly be 
wrong if we call him an adventurer who hazarded his all in a desperate 
game and came off Lhe winner. Althongh he was of the plebeian order, 
the future emperor was grand-nephew of Jnlius Cresar, who always 
manifested a warm attachment for his youthful relative, and indeed 
started him on the road to worldly greatness. Cains Octavius was under 
twenty years of age when, in the year 44 B.C., in Illyricnm, he heard of 
the murder of Julius Cresar; and had he then listened to the advice of 
certain military enthusiasts among his admirers, he would have precipi
tated disaster by rash impetuosity. Going nnattended into Italy he 
found himself the heir of Julius Cresar, and accordingly in a situation 
abounding with perils. The death of Julius Cresar was an event of 
evil omen for the Roman commonwealth; for when after much civil 
strife and bloodshed Octavianus, Antonius, and Lepidns formed them
selves into a triumvirate for the government of the world, they ordered 
the murder of between two and three thousand of the leading citizens. 
After this the progress of Octavianus towards the supreme power was 
rapid: for while Lepidus in the province of Africa was too weak a man 
to be taken into account, Antonius estranged the Romans from him in 
consequence of his infamous alliance with the Egyptian Cleopatra after 
he had married the sister of the future emperor. In due time, in the 
prime of their years, both Cleopatra and her lover perished miserably 
as suicides, and Augustus alone held the reins of power, which he 
continued to hold for nearly fifty years, or until the year 14 of the 
Christian era. 

When Octavianus wanted a title he thought first of calling himself 
Romulus ; but eventually Angustus suggested itself to him as being 
more appropriate. The .name was one " which no man had borne 
before, and which, on the contrary, had been applied to things the most 
noble, most venerable, and most sacred. The rights of the gods were 
called august; their temples were august. The word itself was derived 
from the holy auguries; it was connected in meaning with the abstract 
term authority, and with all that increases and flourishes upon earth. 
The use of this glorious title could not fail to smooth the way to the 
general acceptance of the divine characLer of the man who was deemed 
worthy to bear H. The senate had just decreed the divinity of the d~
funct Cmsar ; the courtiers were beginning now to insinuate that his 
successor, while yet alive, enjoyed an effluence from d_eity; the_poets 
were even suggesting that altars should be raised to him ; and m t~e 
provinces, among the subjects of the State at least, templ~s ~o his 
divinity were actually rising, and the cult of Augustus was begmnmg to 
assume a name, a ritual, and a priesthood." .. 

The above passage, contributed by Dean Merivale to the new edit10n 
of "The Encyclopmdia Britannica," will show h?w utterly abhorr~nt 
such a ruler must have been to the Jews of Palestme, who were hopmg 
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~o thro'_'I' off their yoke of slavery at the advent of the Messiah. Viewed 
m th_e light of later events, the acceptance by Augustus of the chief 
p~nt1~s pr~rog~ti~es is. also very significant; for the college of pontiffs, 
":Ith 1~s chief dignitary m heathen Rome, has its counterpart in modern 
t1,m_es m the pope and his conclave of cardinals. Augustus claimed 
dnme honours; Pius IX. claimed little less; why is not the greo.t 
emperor put in the calendar of the saints ? No pope has ever been 
more zealous for the papacy than Augustus was for the gods. He grati
fi~d the common people by erecting hundreds of temples, although in 
l11S_ palace he showed his hypocrisy by professing the principles of 
Ep1cnrt~s, whose system virtually said-" There is no God; let us eat 
mid drmk, for to-morrow we die." It has been said that Augustus 
" touched with great sagacity a chord which vibrated to the hearts of 
rthe p~ople, who firmly belieYed that the destinies of the city were bound 
u_p with the due observance of ancient rites ; and statesmen looked on 

··~ith decorous acquiescence at shows and ceremonies to which they 
at~ached no significance whatever." And yet the age of which this is 
said was the golden or Augustan age of Roman literature; the age that 
produced Virgil and Horace, Ovid and Livy. Augustus died when the 
Lord ~ esns was fourteen years of age, and as he passed away the clouds 
·of commg storms were gathering over the kingdoms of the world. 

Thus Christ came, when the world seemed to have arrived at its 
~-0rst, to show mankind that they were brethren, and to open a door of 
lmmortality in the gospel. Enveloped in darkness, and daily oppressed, 
the nations yearned for relief; all alike needed a divine 'l'eacher. The 
best things of man, apart from the Old Testament Scriptures, showed 
only too plainly that he could not civilize himself. Cruelty was the 
characteristic of the Gentiles ; spiritual pride blinded the Jew; Roman 
JWd Greek philosophers knew nothing about the existence of moral evil, 
a.TJd they glorified themselves by attaching the epithet Barbarian to all 
outsiders. Civilization without God seemed to refine man in the art of 
-cruelty; and even the Jews' ignorance of the nature of God is almost 
incomprehensible when looked at in the light of the present day. Under 
.Roman rule the life of an ox was more sacred than that of a slave. 
"Augustus, in violation of his word," says Dr. Geikie, "delivered to 
their masters, for execution, 10,000 slaves, who had fought for Sextus 
'Pompeius. Trajan, the best of the Romans of his day, made 10,000 
,;laves fight at one time in the amphitheatre, for the amusement of the 
people, and prolonged the massacre 123 days." Quite as surprising as 
this taste for blood was the self-complacency of the Jew who could 
stand forth and say in unwavering- faith, "A single Israelite is of more 
worth in the sight of God than all the nations of the world." 

It is not necessary that we should attempt to describe how, amid civil 
strife, bloody wars, and much popular suffering the sceptre of Israel 
passed from the royal line of the Maccabees, the Asmonman family, to 
the hand of Cicsar. When Christ was born the throne of Judea had 
been occupied by Herod the Great for more than thirty years; and the 
aged tyrant, the victim of a frightful disease, was just passing from the 
scene. Under such a ruler, Israel, as a nation, was sunk low in the 
depths of affliction ; but the Jew who could look back on the golden 
days of David and Solomon, and forward to the triumphal era of the 
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Meeeinh, never lost hope. The detested Edomite was to him a scourge 
permitted by the Lord. The rlny was at hand when Jerusalem would 
eclipse the sun in ,.dory, nnd be the envy of the world. In such evil 
dnys even the en thusinsm which could inspire these emotions waA better 
than despair ; for Herod was about as near an approach to Diaholus in
carnate as eerth hns ever seen. Cruelty was with him a r,nstime; the 
life-blood of wife or child being no more eacred in his eyes than that of 
an animal which stood in his wuy. 

Herod was a trimmer or time-server in the very worst sense. He 
married Mariamne, a daug-hter of the Maccabman house, to increase his 
favour with the Jews ; hut he murdered his wife on a false charge ; 
and in hope of winning favour at Rome he became the emhodiment of 
an aggressive idob1try. '' It seemed as if the throne of David existed 
onlito spread heathenism," says Dr. Geikie. "It was clear to the Jews 
that Herod's heathen subjects were neareRt his heart, since amidst all his 
lavish munificence to them, he had done nothing to beantifyasingle Jewish 
town, except Jerusalem, to which his additions were themselves heathen." 
He rebuilt the temple, but outraged the Hebrew conscience by setting 
a heathen emblem-a golden eagle-over the great gate. He tried per
sistently to win favour with the Jews, and at the same time spoiled by 
selfish indiscretion what would otherwise have been his most gracious 
actions. When at length he went to his dread account, in the ~ery year 
of the birth of Christ, the circumstances of his dP.ath must have been 
talked about with bated breath throughout J udrea. In Dr. Kitto's 
forcible language, "His disease was of that excruciating and loathsome 
kind in which God, in his righteous judgments, has often afflicted and 
dishonoured the last days of great and blasphemous tyrants. It was a 
fever, accompanied with violent internal heat. His intestines were 
ulcerated, the feet were swollen, and the tender parts were gangrened, 
and filled with worms. His breathing was oppressive and horribly 
fetid; and he was subject to violent convulsions; yet in the midst of 
all, he retained a most voracious appetite for food." 

In a manner thus dreadful passed away this monster of iniquity, but 
not until he had surp.fli1sed all his other crimes by attempting to murder 
the infant Saviour. For long after his family continued to afflict the 
Jews and trouble the church. The heirs quarrelled among themselves, 
and Archelaus, mentioned in Matthew ii., was appointed by Cresar ruler 
over Judroa, ldurnma, and Samaria. These small provinces were eth
narchies rather than kingdoms. Archelnus was afterwards disinherited, 
and died in exile. Herod's other son, Herod Antipas, tetrarch of 
Galilee and Perroa, the murderer of John the Baptist, was afterwards 
banished by Caligula, on account of having maintained an unlawful 
understanding with the Parthian nation. Herod Agrippa, the grandson 
of Herod the Great, succeeded to the dominions of Antipas, and, fa
voured by Claudius Cmsar, J udrea and Samaria were afterwards added 
to his rule; and it is he who is mentioned in Acts xii. as vexing the 
ehurch, and killing James, the brother of John. In the s~me chapter 
we read how, through accepting divine honours, ~e wa~ sm1tten by an 
angel, and died like his grnndfather, of a homble disorder. Herod 
Agrippa, his son, was favoured by Claudius and Nero successively; and 
he was the man who, when sitting on the jndgment seat, said to the 
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Apostle Pan!, '' Almost thou persnadest me to be a Christian." He 
appears to have done what he could to subdue the spirit of revolt among 
the Jews ; but when the crisis came he went over to the Roman at'my, 
and After the destruction of J ernsalem retired to Rome, where, with 
his sister Bernice, he lived to a good old age. 

A word most be added about Pontius Pilate, who was appointed to 
the g-o,ernorship of Judroa in A.D. 26. There is some doubt as to the 
precise nature of the appointment given him by Tiberius; but the 
powers 1rith which be was invested seem to imply that he was more 
than procurator. Crnel, covetous, and utterly unprincipled, he made 
himself specially odious to the Jews. He openly insulted the people, 
and stirred up dangerous tumults on one or two occasions by bringing 
heathen emblems into the holy city; and curtailed his own power by 
having to yield through fear to the popular clamour. One of his best 
works was an aqueduct, twenty-five miles long, to supply Jerusalem 
with water. "As the temple was to be benefited," remarks Dr. Geikie, 
" he naturally thought that he might defray the expense from its trea
snr_r. forgetting that the money was corban, or consecrated to God. 
Hardly had the news of his intention spread than, at the next fea.st, a 
frantic cry rose that the temple was to be plundered, and thousands 
streamed to the palace. . . . But the procurator had this time prepared 
himself beforehand. He had scattered numbers of his soldiers, dressed 
as Jews, among the crowds, and no sooner had the tumultuous cries 
begun, than tbese assailed those around them with clubs, and speedily 
drove them off in wild terror, leaving many of their number, severely 
wounded, behind. Perhaps it was about this time, when the works had 
been pushed to the Pool of Siloam, that the tower there fell, and killed 
eighteen men; a calamity attributed by the rabbis to the wrath of God 
at the secularization of the temple's treasures." According to Josephus, 
Pilate became involved in trouble through his rough and cruel treat
ment of the Samaritans. Being accused by the suffering people before 
bis superior, the Governor of Syria, he was ordered to appear at Ro~e 
to defend his conduct after he bad been procurator for ten years. His 
latter days are supposed to have been spent in exile, and he is said to 
have died at last by his own band. 

In the time of our Lord Jewish society in Palestine had its leading 
sects, and without knowing something about the characteristics o~ the~e 
divisions, it is hardly possible to understand many of the allusions m 
the Kew Testament. The most powerful as well as the most numerous 
party were, of course, the Pharisees. The date of their rise is not 
h."IlOWD ; but they abounded in the second century before Christ, and 
they lasted till Gamaliel instrncted the apostle Paul. They were popu
lar among the people as being the representatives of sanctified scholar
ship ; and their system gained favour because i~ was_ directly op_pos~d 
to that of the rationalistic Sadducees. They believed m another life, m 
the existence of angels, and in the transmigration of the soul. Those who, 
like themselves, were holy would be rewarded; the wicked would 
descend into the hades of everlasting contempt. While believing th~t 
Gc,d was supreme, they still maintained that man had much to do lil 
shaping his own destiny. Their great stone of stumbling was tra• 
ditiun ; for they pored over "the traditions of the elders" until Moses 
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and the prophets were lost sight of in the shade of the backgTound. 
Though there were many good .men in their ranks as Simeon and 
Zacharias, the majority were notoriously hypocritical and self-aRsum inf!, 
speaking by every action of the vulgar throng, "Stand aside, for I am 
holier than thou." Their traditions now fill a dozen huge folio volume", 
so that students whose chief aim in life was to become thoroughly 
familiar with such a mass of frivolities, would necessarily neglect the 
weightier matters of their inspired books. Then numbers degenerated 
into mere fanatics. Some esteemed themselves so holy that they wore 
a shade over their eyes, lest they should be defiled by the impurities of 
a wicked world. Others were so humble that they shuffled along the 
streets of Jerusalem with drooping heads; and a contrast to these were 
the proud zealots-the perfectionists of their day-who claimed to have 
kept the whole law. Perhaps the common people honoured the Pha
risees because the distinctions of the body were open to all competitors. 
While the priesthood was hereditar.v, being confined to the Levites, the 
poorest Hebrew, by persevering industry, might become a Rabbi. 

The cold, heartless system of the Sadducees was enough to kill all 
religious life in its professors ; and yet such high priests as Caiaphas 
and Ananias were among its disciples-men who stood as the most 
prominent figures in the temple worship, while denying the immortaMy 
of the soul. The Sadducees believed in the existence of God, but in 
no other supernatural beings, such as spirits or angels. They even re
jected the doctrine of providence, maintaining that his Creator left man 
to look after himself and to take care of his own interests. They seem 
to have had nothing in common with the Pharisees, save in their oppo
sition to Christ. They were the easy-living Jews of their day, whose 
aspirations were bounded by the horizon of time, because their affec
tions were set on this world alone. 

The most mysterious of the Jewish sects, which in the time of 
Christ may have numbered four thousand members, as Josephus com
putes, was that of the Essenes. In his youth the Jewish historian 
himself had some contact with the society, but he does not appear to 
have ever been initiated. It is not known how, when, or where the sect 
was originated, and, indeed, all accounts of their origin, in common 
with their pecluiar tenets, may have been purposel,v held from the vulgar 
as a sacred secret. With some exceptions they rejected marriage; they 
denounced slavery, enjoyed their goods in common, and preferred the 
seclusion of rural life to the luxury of the town. '' They despised riches 
not less than pleasure," says a recent writer on the subject ; "neither 
poverty nor wealth was observable among them ; at initiation every one 
gave hit1 property into the common stock; every member in receipt of 
wages handed them over to the funds of the society. In general they 
thought it good to dress coarsely, and preferred to be clad in white. 
Their daily routine was prescribed for them in the s~rictest ~anner. 
Before the rising of the sun they were to speak of n~thmg pro(ane! but 
offered to it certain traditional forms of prayer, as If beseechmg It to 
rise." They were frugal in all their habits, exceedingly liber~l to the 
poor, forbade the taking of oaths, and as a conseqnence_of then· tempe
rance and preference for out-door pursuits, commonly hved t? old age. 
Their faith so far corresponded with the belief of the Phansees that 
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they declared the soul to be immortal. The spirits of the ju11t soared at 
death to a land of perennial delight; while the wicked were imprisoned 
in a lnnd of winter nnd despair. According to Josephus, they were 
fatalists; but to the Pharisaical historian a daily dependence on an 
orerrnling I'roTidence may hal'e looked like fatalism. There has been 
much speculation as to tbe origin of this strange system, but there can 
be little doubt that the Essenes borrowed some of their notions from 
the prerniling heathen philosophy. 

The abo,e were the three chief Jewish sects at the advent of Christ; 
although in addition to these there were the Zealots, who, as a remnant 
of the Maccauean enthusial'lm, were ready to sacrifice life and property 
in an nttempt to dethrone Herod, the Edomite usurper, and to throw 
off the Romish yoke. According to our conceptions the world, as the 
~reat Roman empire, presented a spectacle no less awful than unique. 
The murderous strife of generations had subsided, political liberty was 
dead, revolution bad been quenched by torrents of blood. Their do
mestic· quarrels had produced their natural fruits iu giving to the Jews 
a rnaHer with an iron hand :md a tyrannical will. Augustus, the pagan 
despot of e,ery land, was probably a better man than some of bis suc
cesson ; but in snch an age of general corruption it was not possible 
for one representatiTe to ensure the reign of justice in every province. 
The public;ans, or tax-gatl1erers, were universally hated, because they 
repreEented a system about 11s shamefully tyrannical .as the rule of the 
Sultan in the present day. Harsh and even ferocious was the Roman 
method of collecting taxes ia the provinces. "If anything could be 
thonght of as a pretext for a new tllx, the tax was imposed," says Dr. 
G eik:ie. "Men with military authority were set over cities, and even 
o,er Email villages and petty fortified places ; and he who used his 
power most harshly and remorselessly was thought the best man and the 
best citizen." Can we wonder that the Jews of Palestine thought that 
the dav of their extrernitv bad come, and that the advent of Messiah
throu,;h whom alone they could hope for deliverance-was at hand? 

Tb~ proud Pharisees and the Levite~ or chief_priests who walke~ the 
streets of J ernsalem in the d;iys of the1r oppress10n, must have real!~ed, 
with a bitttrness we ~annot e8timate, that bad as the Roman rule might 
be at its best, it was seen at its worst in the person of Herod-" Herod, 
a mere Idamean usurper," as Dr. Farrar exclaims, "a more than sus
pected apostate, the detested tyrant over. a~, unwilli~g people, the 
sacrilegious plunderer of the tomb of David. Certamly the world 
appears to have reached its worst when Christ came to deliver it from 
bondage. He rame unto his _own, a~d bis ?wn receive? hi~ not .. It 
was strange indeed that .Jewish parties which were umted m nothmg 
else joined bands in opposing the Deliverer when he came. 
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~ic~m.on~ jirttt ~fa»i.on anb jcg.o.obr 'malfu.ort~. 

THE above engraving represents the head-quarters of one of the moEt 
useful of the outworks Qf the Tabernacle church. Its operations 

are carried on under the superintendence of our esteemed elder, J. T. 
Dunn, iu a district where such work is greatly needed, and we are glad 
to be able to add, highly appreciated. The Richmond-street Mission 
has been in existe.nce for about twenty years, although like most efforts 
of the kind it has been so frequently removed and improved that its 
early friends would scarcely recognize it in its present position and 
prosperity. It is an interesting occupation to trace a wide and beantifnl 
river back to its source, and many lessons may be learned ere we reach 
the bubbling spring far away on some lone hill-side or quiet mountain
top; and it is equally pleasant and profitable, or even more so, to find 
out the commencement of works of usefulness which have gradually 
grown into rivers of mercy, affording refreshment, comfort, and j_oy to 
those who dwell near their banks. About the date already ment10ned 
Mr. Dunn, who was then a member of the church at New Park-street, 
hired a room in Richmond-street, Walworth, for the purpose of "mis
sioning '' the inhabitants of the district. Possibly Mr. Spurgeou's well
known caution acrainst "borrowed forms" had not then been uttered, 
at all events tw~ were borrowed from a builder, and cleaned by the 
zealous home missionary " with a lamb's tail and an old teapot full of 
half dirty water" before they were placed in the room, which soon 
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earnC'rl Urn title of " The Black Hole of Calcutta." A couple of candles 
in bright brass candlesticks served to illuminate the little company that 
met together on the first Sunday evening. Four boyl'! formed the class 
or congregation on that memorable occasion, and before long, in res
ponse to an imitation to adults to attend the services, four old ladies 
also put in an appearance. The dear old souls, with charncteristic 
modesty, took the lowest seat, leavin~ the juveniles in undisputed pos
session of the ot.her one. The day of small things was not despised, so 
in dne time the Lord opened the way for the next development of the 
effort which had beP,n beguu in his name and carried on for his glory. 

As the pillar of clond seemed to tarry at that spot, the second en
campment was made at the Manchester Hall, East-street, although the 
accommodation there was very little better that at the first halting
place. The roof was considered so unsafe that it had to be supported 
by two scaffold poles, which Mr. Dunn designated "J achin and Boaz," 
and while t.be rain came in from above the rats came in from below, 
and there were so many of these interesting creatures in the neighbour
hood wishing to be present at the. services that sometimes as many as 
ten or a dozen would march across the room at one time. We cannot 
help thinking that some one ought to have pointed out. to them that 
they had come to the wrong place, and that they had better betake 
themselves as speedily as possible to the nea.reRt ratualistic church, 
where they would be much more at home. We take it that their 
presence was an evidence of the strong attractive powers possessed by 
our brother, and that, if he had lived in the days of St. Anthony, that 
worthy's sermon to the fishes would have been eclipsed by the more 
wonderful "Discourses delivered to a company of rats by J. T. Dunn." 
It is satisfactory to learn that, notwithstanding the adverse circum
stances -we have described, the hand of the Lord was with his servants, 
and about ten joined the church every year from this spot. In 1869 
two rooms were hired in Villa-street, but they do not seem to have 
afforded much more comfort than the former ones, for underneath was 
a rag and bone yard, inside was a smoky chimney, and close at hand 
-were sufficient malodorous drains to carry off all the teachers and 
scholars lfith typhoid fever. Yet, week after week, for eight rears ~r 
so, earnest Christian men and women braved the dangers of this pesti
lential atmosphere that they might tell the old, old story of J eEins and 
his lo-ve to those -who gathered to listen to them, and their labours were 
not in vain, for here many precious souls were won for Christ. It was 
not a cause for very deep regret when the expiration of the lease made 
another march necessary. Now came a trial of the workers' faith, for 
the only room that was available could only be obtained for Sundays, 
and conseqnently it was feared that the many week-day meetings would 
have to Le abandoned for want of a place in which to hold them. This 
partial hindrance of the work became the prelude to a greater develop
ment than had been previously possible. The ebbing of the tide, which 
was watched so son-owfully, was followed in due time by a more joyous 
flood than any that had preceded it. 

As no suitable building could be hired, nothing remained for ~r. 
Dunn and his willing helpers but to erect one for themselves. A site 
was offered to them, in the same street in which the Mission was 
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commenced, at a ground rent of £16, which, on payment of £100, was 
reduced to one-half that amount, and the land secured. Collectors were 
set to work, shortly afterwards the builders also were fully employed, 
and about two years ago, on a day that will long be remembered by all 
connected with the Mission, Pastor C. H. Spurgeon opened the new 
premises, and contributed £220 towards the expense of the erection. 
The buildings cost altogether £1,000, and so heartily was the project 
supported by our numerous friends that no debt was allowed to remain 
as a clog to future exertions. Mr. Ellis Marsland kindly undertook the 
duties of architect, free of cost, and the whole affair was carried out to 
the complete satisfaction of everybody concerned. Last year additional 
accommodation for seventy or eighty children was provided by the erec
tion of class-rooms, and at the present time nearly six hundred children 
can be taught in the different rooms. Looking back upon the uncom
fortable and unhealthy scenes of their former labours, the staff of 
workers at RICHMOND STREET MISSION AND SCHOOLS may well bless 
the Lord that he has directed them to such a goodly land, and helped 
them to go up and possess it in his name. 

Having thus traced the history of the Mission from its commence
ment, we will now refer in detail to its various branches, and give a 
brief account of the recent operations or each of them. These will 
show that the premises are constantly in use for religious, educational, 
and philanthropic purposes, one meeting at least being held every 
evening in the week, and quite a number of services every Sunday. 
The first department to be noticed is the Ragged School, which is held 
every Sunday evening. This work has been for many years under the 
able superintendence of Mr. C. G. Barr, who has been nobly assisted by a 
band of self-denying teachers, numbering at the present time thirty-six. 
Mr. How has during the past year proved himself an efficient substitute 
for the late secretary, Mr. Parkhurst. The average attendance of 
scholars is 317, but as many as 409 were registered on one Sunday in 
1868. During the year 2,628 copies of The Band of Hope Review were 
given to the most regular attendants, seven received prizes from the 
hand of the Earl of Shaftesbury in Exeter Hall, as a reward from the 
Ragged School Union for having kept their situations more than twelve 
months; and, best of all, twelve of the scholars professed to have 
found faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and gave satisfactory evidence 
that their profession was genuine. This cheering ingathering was the 
direct result of a special prayer-meeting held by the teachers of the 
three senior girls' classes with their scholars, at which not only were 
believing petitions presented at the throne of grace for them, but earnest 
entreaties were addressed to them to decide there and then to be on the 
Lord's side. It would be well if other teachers who have mourned over 
the non-success of their ordinary instructions in their class~s wo~ld 
adopt this or some other unusual method of personally pleadrng with_ 
the boys and girls committed to their care. It may be ~hat many of 
them are only needing some occasion like this to cause their latent love 
to Christ to burst forth into a mighty flame. 

Amongst the twelve scholars just mentioned was one who had, very 
shortly afterwards, great cause to bless God that she had. been present 
at that hallowed little gathering. She had for a long tune regularly 
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attended the school, and some years previously was believed to have 
given her bee.rt to the Saviour, but in consequence of associating with 
careless c_ompanions she had, like David, lost the joy of salvation. Before 
the meeting closed she was once more able to realize joy and peace in 
believing, and went away happy in the Lord. During the week, as she 
was passing down a street where small-pox was prevalent, that terl'ible 
disease was permitted to lay its hand upon her, and she was removed 
from het home to the hospital. The attack proved to be a very severe 
one, and for a considerable time she was unconscious of everything. 
As soon as she was sufficiently restored to converse with those who 
were watching beside her, she was asked if she was prepared to die. 
Her answer was, "Yes, I am; but I might not have been a little while 
ago." For weeks her life hung as by a slender thread, it was thought 
that she could not recover, her eyesight, once so good, entirely failed, 
and her fair features, which had been decidedly attractive, were sadly 
marred; but amidst it all she was calmly trusting in Jesus, willing to 
live and labour for him, or ready to die and go to be with him, and 
daily rejoicing in the sweet companionship of her Lord in the furnace 
of affliction. It pleased him to spare her, and now, though she will 
all her life bear the marks of the suffering she has passed through, her 
one joy is that she was brought back to the Good Shepherd before she 
was summoned to stand so near to the unseen world. 

The Sunday School, which is a distinct department from the Sunday 
evening Ragged School already described, is ably managed by the hard
working superintendent, :Mr. Northcraft. His report for the past year 
states that the number of scholars is 356, of whom 40 are church 
members; the number of teachers is 42, only one of whom is not·a 
church member; and six scholars have joined the church during 1878. 
It is interesting to note that the contributions from the school towards 
the funds of the Stockwell Orphanage in the last three years ~ave 
amounted to £47 5s. l0½d., of which more than £18 was subscribed 
last year. Remembering that the district is anything bu~ a wea.l~hy 
one, and that the teachers have many heavy expenses to meet 1D car~ymg 
on the numerous agencies of the Mission, these sums are exceedmgly 
good. If other Sunday schools in different parts of the kingdom w~uld 
help in a similar way, Mr. Charlesworth's suggestion, that the thirty 
orphans in the Sunday School house might be easily supported by the 
scholars who collected the money to build it, would soon become an 
accomplished fa.et. 

A branch Sunday school has been started at Flint-street, Wal~orth, 
where there is accommodation for 400 children. Mr. Lade 1s the 
sui,erintendent, and under his judicious management there is every 
prospect of success and blessing. An evening service for young people 
is conducted in the i;ame building by Mr. Northcraft, and at th~ close 
another service is held, with a view to reach the adult populat10n of 
the neighbourhood. The magnitude of these various _Sunday school 
organizations may be judged from the statement that m the summer 
83 adults and 540 scholars were treated to a day's outing at a cost of 
£37 9s. 8d., while 300 infants were bountifully provided for ~t holll:e. 
If the Mission did nothing beyond trying to train up these children in 
the way they should go, it would still deserve a high place in the esteem 
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of o.11 who love the Lord, and indeed of all who care for the future of our 
country; but this is only one among many of the agencies which are 
constantly at work in the districts around the Mission Hall. Before 
passing to these other good works, we may just stay to mention a pleasing 
incident connected with the Sunday school at Richmond-street. One 
Sabbath afternoon a teacher was engaged in instructing one of the 
senior classes when she was interrupted by a number of the lowest girls 
in the neighbourhood rushing into the room without hats or bonnets, 
with their hair rough and uncombed, and altogether presenting a most 
disreputable appearance. As they did not seem inclined to listen they 
were requested to withdraw, but this they refused to do, and the lesson 
was continued as best it could be under the unfavourable circumstances. 
One of the intruders appeared somewhat attentive, and, rather re
luctantly, was induced to remain to the prayer-meeting at the close of 
the school, when she manifested some slight signs of having been im
pressed by what she had seen and heard. For some time the teacher 
lost sight of her through her removal to another part of the metropo
lis, but one afternoon she again appeared, and openly stated her inten
tion of renouncing her evil companions, and seeking to lead a new and 
nobler life. This proved to be the beginning of better days, for at a 
prayer-meeting held shortly afterwards she accepted Christ as her 
Saviour, and now her heart's desire and prayer to God is that her former 

. friends also may be saved. 
Another important institution is the Tract Society, which is under the 

careful management of Mr. Clark. Eleven streets are regularly visited, 
and Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons, The Sword and the Trowel, and useful 
tracts are lent to the inhabitants. The distributors also seek oppor
twiities of personal conversation with the people in their districts, and 
occasionally give relief where they think it is needed. The accounts for 
1878 show that the year was commenced with a balance of £5 ls. 3d. 
in hand, the teachers subscribed £13 4s. 8d., and other friends 
£2 0s. 5d., making a total of £20 6s. 4d., the whole of which was ex
pended as follows :-Tracts purchased, £8 5s. 7d. ; Bibles, 5s.; tem
porary relief, £4 3s. ; 118,t lbs. of beef, 30 quarteros of flour, and 
30 parcels of grocery given to 30 poor families who otherwise would 
not have had a Christmas dinner, £7 12s. 9d. This is Christian work 
of the most real and practical kind; and as additional distributors are 
greatly needed we should advise any of oar friends who are inclined 
to sing-

" We've got no work to do, 
We're willing to work, 
But we've got no work," 

to apply to Mr. Dunn or his co-worker, ~Ir. Clark, and it will not be 
long before their powers are removed from the category of'' the unused 
energies of the Christian church.'' . 

The Lord has owned this useful Society's labours in the convers10n of 
many to whom the word of life has been carried in their homes. Here 
are a couple of instances out of the numbers that.might ?e narrated. 
An old widow lady, who lived in a small but scant~ly-furmshed ~oom, 
was stricken down by sickness, and for the first time began ser10usly 
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to consider her state in the sight of God. The visit of the tract dis
tributor was eagerly welcomed, the plnn of salvation was laid before 
her, and prayer offered that her eyes might be opened to see it. For a 
time eech succeeding interview only increased her conviction of sin, 
but brought no rest of soul, and meanwhile her last hour on earth was 
fast !ipproaching. Before she passed away she was permitted to bear 
witness to the fact that Christ receiveth sinners still, for by the Holy 
Spirit's aid she had been enabled to come to him, and he had received 
her e,en at the eleventh hour. In the same street lived a younger 
woman who had often disheartened the distributor by her seeming in
difference to e,erything connected with religion, and her determination 
not to converse with anyone who wii-hed to speak with her upon the 
snbject. Her brusque manner was, however, only assumed in order to 
conceal the real concern which she felt about divine things, for when 
the ,isitor was gone the tract or sermon left with a tear or a prayer 
would be eagerly perused, while the anxious worker was grieving that 
her labour seemed only like ploughing on a rock. It really was not so, 
for one day the formerly stolid and immovable woman requested that 
some one might be sent to read and pray with her. Gradually light 
dawned upon her, she realised her lost condition, trusted her all in the 
hands of him who is "mighty to save," and is now rejoicing in the full 
and free salvation purchased by Christ on Calvary. 

The Mothers' Neeting, conducted by Miss Frances, owes much of its 
succees to the iract distributors, who frequently remind those at whose 
houses they call that their presence is earnestly desired at the meetings 
which have been arranged specially for their benefit. There are 154 
names on the books, and the average attendance is about 70. The 
report mentions that during the past year one of the members has been 
brought to the Saviour through attending the meetings, and she has 
since induced her husband to accompany her to the house of God. Two 
of the mothers have died bearing testimony to the power of the precious 
blood of Jesus, and others " hope that they have learned the value of 
prayer." The managers do not depend simply upon the ~uence of 
what is said and done at the meetings, but as often as possible they 
visit the members at their homes, and do all they can to ensure their 
happineEs in this life as well as to assist their preparat~on for the life 
which is to come. During last winter, through the kmd help of Mr. 
Brooker and other friends, nine hundred quarts of soup were given 
away, in addition to a large number of tickets for bread and coal. The 
to:.al receipts of the mothers' meeting for 1878 were £43 Us. 3½d,, and 
the expenditure £43 5s. 8d. 

Each season bas its special service for the Christian workers, who are 
watching for an opportunity of doing something for their Lord, and, 
consequently, summer time is hailed with delight by the ladies of tlie 
Flou:er .Afission, for it is then especially that their little posies are sent 
forth tearing sweet messages in the Master's own handwriting to the 
sufferiug and sorrowing. Last year Messrs. Fullert.on ~nd Chamber
lain, of the Tabernacle Evangelists' Association, brought up a supply of 
fluwers week by week from St. Mary's Cray, where they were preaching, 
but as their evangelistic efforts have called them to wider spheres, there 
will be a med of help from other quarters, that the good work may not 
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be allowed to flag or cease. Distributors can be found in any r1nantity 
if friends will only snpply flowers and texts. Some of the poorest 
houses in Walworth have been brightened by these evidences of Christ
ian ingenuity and thoughtfulness. The Flower Mission Committee 
desire to tender special thanks to the Misses Dransfl.eld and their young 
ladies for the Scripture texts sent by them to accompany the flowers. 

The Jllutual Improvement Society, Pure Literature Society, and Popu
lar Lectttres provide mental food both for the workers of the Mission 
and the general public. Mr. Dunn asks us to mention that a library is 
very much needed for the Mutual Improvement Society, and any suit
able books entrusted to his care will be sure to get well used. The 
attendance has ranged from seventeen up to seventy. The manager of 
the Pure Literature Society, Mr. Medwin, is a sort of colportenr, visit
ing from house to house, for the purpose of selling religious periodicals 
and books of a healthy character. The profits on his sales last year 
amounted to £6 lls. 8d., and were. expended for the benefit of the 
Sunday-school library, to which a welcome addition was made through 
the kind help of the Religious Tract Society. 

Practical economy is inculcated by the Penny Bank, which is open 
every Monday evening for the receipt of small sums, from one penny 
upwards. Messrs. Martin and Layzell are the bankers, and during 
1878 they issued ,.140 deposit books, and received £126 lls. 5d., and at 
Christmas time paid out £124 12s. 5d. 

On Tuesday evenings, in accordance with a. suggestion from the 
Sunday School Union, Special Services for Ch-ildren are held, the cost of 
t!J.e meetings, which last year amounted to £3 lls. 6d., being defrayed 
by the teachers. Texts of Scripture and hymns are committed to 
memory, and addresses on Bible subjects are delivered, and it is hoped 
that what the scholars are taught at the services will be blessed to their 
early conversion, and also that they will carry home to their parents 
some of the precious passages or gospel melodies that they have learnt 
at school. 

The Band of Hope and Temperance Society both meet on Friday 
evenings. and appear to be doing good work under the energetic super
intendence of Mr. How. During the year 144 pledges have been taken 
at the weekly meetings ; and the barracks at Chelsea, Wellington, and 
St. James's Park have been visited, and a considerable number of 
soldiers induced to become total abstainers. Mr. How furnishes us· 
with a touching story of the firmness of one of his little Band of Hope 
girls, and it would be well if many older people, as well as children, 
would "Learn to say ' No,' " as this dear child did. She was very ill, 
her head was hot, her tongue was parched, and her constant cry was, 
"Mother, I'm thirsty." The more she drank the more the fever in
creased and her strength declined, until the doctor said that brandy 
must be given to pull her through. Her quick ear~ caught ~he 1~nwel
come words and pointin(T to her card of membership, she said with an 

' 
0 

1 d " H emphasis none could mistake "Don't make me break my p e ge. er 
mother and the doctor tried° to persuade her that it was necessary, but 
the brave little maiden would not yield; she had learned at the Baud of 
liope how much evil came throu"'h drinking brandy, and she begged 
the doctor to give her somethin(J' ~lse. This he did, and in a month's 

0 
27 
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time she was well and strong, and able to go to the Friday night's 
meeting, and hear her mother's approving recital of her darling's stead
fastness. Many narratives of the usefulness of these two societies might 
be given, but space will not permit. 

We have reserved till the last what is by no means the least im
port:rnt of the Richmond Street agencies, namely, Tlie Evangelists' 
Son"rfy, the members of which in the summer conduct open-air services, 
:md in the winter deliver evangelistic addresses on Thursday evenings 
in the hall. This pro,es a capital training for future work. One of the 
teachers, Mr. R. Layzell, is now in the ministry : and during the past 
year another, Mr. Nightscales, entered the ranks of the London City 
Mission ; and three others, Messrs. Whitney, Lake, and Billington, 
were admitted as students of the Pastors' College. A harmonium has 
been purchased for the purpose of attracting people to the open-air ser
vices, and by means of music and singing large congregations are 
gathered. One of the most remarkable cases of conversjon oc
curred one evening while Mr. Dunn was preaching. Amongst the 
audience was a man who during the previous week, while in a fit 
of drunkenness, had attempted to cut his wife's throat. As he listened 
to the preacher's words he was convinced of sin, be repented, and 
believed the gospel, and shortly afterwards became a worthy member of 
a Christian church. On another occasion an old man came np to Mr. 
Dunn at the open-air service, and with clenched fist threatened to make 
him move off. A short prayer was offered for him, which elicited the 
question, "Did you mean that for me, sir?" '' Yes, I did." " Thank 
yon,'' said the silenced objector, as, like Apollyon, he took himself off, 
and -was seen no more. The indoor services have also been greatly 
blessed to the unconverted. One most interesting case has been men
tioned to ns of an old man who for more than sixty years bad led a, 
godless life, but who is now sitting at the feet of J esns, clothed and in 
his right mind. 

It is evident that such an amonnt of Christian work as we have tried 
to describe in this paper cannot be carried on without a large staff of 
earnest labourers, and a very considerable expenditure of talent, time, and 
mone:r. Each department has its own committee of workers, on whom 
the r;sponsibility of their portion of the Mission rests, and there is one 
o-eneral committee of ways and means. We have referred in passing to 
the finances of most of the separate agencies, and it only remains for 
us to mention that the total expense of management for the year 1878 
amonnted to £G5 lls. ld., of which £24 4s. lld. was due to the trea
surer 11hen the account was balanced. Friends wishing to help any 
branch of the work can communicate with the president, Mr. J. 1'. 
Dunn, G5, Boyson Road, Walworth, S.E., or the treasurer, Mr. Russell, 
~30, Wal worth Road, S.E. 
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OEfnmgtlisfs. 
DY GEORGE HILL, M.A., SOUTH PARADE CHAPEL, LEEDS. 

EVANGELISTIC work has during recent years secured for itself an unusual 
amount of attention. Scarcely a meetin~ of union, conference, or associa

tion hos been held of late in connection with any of the larger evangeli~al 
denominations at which this subject has not come under consicleration. The 
church of Christ seems to be realizing, as it has never done, its duty to obey 
the Saviour's command-" Preach the gospel to every creature''; and the period 
that witnesses unexampled activity in the work of Foreign Missions is marked, 
as indeed we should naturally expect it to be, by corresponding energy in car
rying on Home Evangelization. The very excesses and extravagances with 
which some Christian workers may fairly be charged are significant of the 
earnestness and zeal pervading the church; and, while we may reasonably 
protest against methods of procedure which seem likely to do much harm, we 
must sympathize with the manifest desire to bring the abandoned, irreligious, 
and "unchurched masses" under the influence of the gospel. All around us, 
especially in oux large and populous towns, are thousauds of men and women 
living in as utter disregard of Christian truth and duty as if no Saviour had 
died, no glad tidings of salvation had been preached. Have we any responsi
bilty in regard to these people? Is it not for all who call themselves Christians 
to do everything that may be done that they may he won for Christ? An 
aphorism of the late Arch bishop Wbateley reminds us that Christianity must be 
true or false: that if it is false we are bonnd to abandon it; if true, we are 
bound to propagate it. The force of the words will be admitted at once ; and 
here, at any rate, it would appear that duty and inclination run in the same di
rection. The duty is plain; and if, as Carlyle tells us, "man is emphatically 
a proselytising creature," we may naturally expect to see the disposition to 
proselytise carried out in relation to the greatest of all matters which can occupy 
his thoughts-the truth he believes and the religion he practises. 

Every Christian should hi!.ve the abiding conviction that the responsibilities 
of Christian life are not fairly met unless some effort is made to communicate to 
others the spiritual blessings 110 himself possesses. When God bestows favours 
it is not his will that the enjoyment of them should be limited to the first 
recipient. The thought is well expressed in the lines of Keble :-

" Largely thou givest, gracious Lord, 
Largely thy gifts should be restor'd, 
Freely thou givest, and thy Word 

Is, 'Freely give.' 
He only who forgets to hoard 
Has learn'd to live." 

We have not understood the purpose of God in blessing us unless we are reo.dy 
in our turn to bless others. Service, not selfishness, is the law of the highest life. 
We must live to do good as well as get good. We bold sue~ things a~ we have 
as a trust of which we are stewards, rath~r than as a possess10n of wl:11ch we ~re 
irresponsible owners; and we con be faithful stewards only as we follow hun 
who" came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.'' "\Ve have the Br~a~ of 
Life that our own hunger may be satisfied, a11d that we mo.y feed the fam1sbmg 
around us. We have the gospel tho.t we may make it known. 

"Heaven does with us as we with torches do, 
Not light them for themselves: for if our virtues 
Did not go fort.h of us, 'twere all nliko 
As if we lrnd them not." 

So far then as it is worthy of the nume, evAry chmch ma.y be said to be an 
evo.ngelistic agency. ,ye d~ not unite in Christian fellow~b1p for ~ur own per~ 
sonal enjoyment and ed1ficntion merely, but that our t~mon may 1~crease_ om 
power to extend the kingdom of Christ; and by the ordmary operations ot our 
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churches a work is done tbe value of which cannot be estimated, and for the 
lack of which nothing else could possibly make up. 

There is, however, a growing conviction that the regulnr and systematic work 
of the churches IDR)' advantageously be supplemented by agencies of a special 
kind. It is well known, indeed, that special agencies have l1ttely been em
ployed among us to a large extent. Our denominational newspapers have 
reported evangelistic services conducted by well-known minis1ers, in various 
parts of England, under the auspices of the Baptist Union. A rar more exten
sive, though for tbe most part an unreported, work, has been done hy ministers 
who have conducted similar services for churches in their own immediate 
nei,:rhbourhood. But the work to which I desire to invite the attention of the 
readers of The Su·ord and the Trowel, and concerning which I feel myself just 
now best qualified to speak, is that carried on by the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Society of Evangelists. This society, though one of the youngest and least 
famous of the institutions which owe their origin to Mr. Spurgeon, is by no 
means the least important or least deserving of sympathy. Were its operations 
ruore widely known its ,11.lue would, I am sure, be readily acknowledged and its 
needs promptly met; and perhaps I can adopt no better method in trying to 
secure for it the interest and help it deserves than if I give some account of 
what I have lately seen of its work here in Leeds. 

Arrangements were made last year for Messrs. J. Manton Smith and A. J. 
Clarke to visit the West Riding of Yorkshire for e. month's evangelistic work. 
Owing to M:r. Clarke's ill-health, bis place was taken by Mr. W. Y. Fullerton, 
who proved himself a most efficient substitute. The first place visited was 
Gildersome, the second was York, e.nd reports of the services at these places 
have already appen.red in The S1oord and the Trowel. The evangelists 1·eached 
Leeds on Saturday, June 7th, and began their work at York Road Chapel, 
where our friend Mr. James Smith so earnestly and successfully labours. Here 
meetings were held night by nigbt for a week, good congregations coming to
gether, and the interest manifestly increasing to the end. It was not, however, 
until tbe second week of their stay with us. when the services had been remove~ 
to the centre of the town, that the work of the evangelists assumed the magm
tude which will make their visit an event long to be remembered by multitudes 
of our townsfolk. The wisdom of the removal began to be seen at once: On 
Monday, June lG, South Parade Chapel was well filled. On Tue~da.y it was 
crowded. On 'i\" ednesday, extra seats were provided and every available place 
WllS occupied. Meanwhile arrangements were being carried out to ~eet the 
requirements of the deep and wide-spread interest excited by the services, and 
on Thursday, the l!Jth, an adjournment was made to the Circus, a large un
occupied building a short distance from the chapel, and there, for a whole week, 
dense crowds of people, estimated at from three to five thousand, came together 
every night to listen to the preaching of the gospel. 0~ Sunday, t~e 22nd,_ two 
services were conducted, in the afternoon at three and rn the evenmg e.t eight, 
these hours being fixed to avoid collision with the ordinary chapel services of 
the day, and on both occasions the building was crowded to excess, while hu!1-
dreds went away unable to gain admission. So manifest we.a the eager des1~·e 
to hear that our brethren felt unwilling to leave the town at the close of their 
engagement, and robbing themselves of three or four days' much need~d rest, 
carried on the meetings until the following Wednesday night, preaclung the 
gospel to the same large congregations on almost every occasion. In addition 
to the evening services, our brethren took charge of the noon-day prayer
meeting of the Young Men's Christian Association, and during the latter part 
of their stay with us :\fr. Fullerton conducted afternoon Bible-readings for 
Christians, at which some two hundred or more were generally present, ancl 
wbich were found to be a means of much spiritual enjoyment and profit. 

The results of the work cannot, of course, be estimated. It may, however, 
be said that scores of enquirers were conversed with, many of whom are now 
seeking admission to Christian churches; backsliders were reclaimed, and the 
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gospel wns preached not only to regular church and chapel goers, but to a large 
number from the class of those who habitually neglect the house of prayer, and 
who, by the ordinary egencies on which we rely, are almost untouched. Only 
the day of Christ will declare all that has been accomplished, but I may say in 
the l1ehe.lf of those who took some part in the services that we heartily rejoice 
over the work, we regretted exceedingly that it was necessary for the evange
lists to leave us just as the interest was at its height, and we look forward to 
another visit with the assured hope that we she.II yet see greater things than 
these. 

I had thought of saying something as to the evangelists themselves and 
their peculiar fitness for the work to which they he.ve devoted themselves. This 
is, perhaps, unnecessary, nnd I fear lest my remarks have already been drawn out 
to too great a length. There is one matter, however, of which mention must be 
me.de. It seems almost incredible the.t the great hindrance in the way of 
cerrying on and extending the work of the Society in connection with which 
Messrs. Smith and Fullerton labour is want of funds. I understand that ;,,Jr. 
Spurgeon has considerable difficulty in supporting the men already engaged, 
while he is anxious to send forth other brethren whose gifts quality them to 
render efficient service in this vast harvest field. Will not those who have it 
in their power to do so help u society which is in every way so worthy of 
confidence and sympathy, e.nd give twice by giving quickly? 

~.otitts .of ~a.ohs. 
Eccentric Preachers. By C. H. SPUR

Gl:OJS". London: Passmore and Ala
baster, Paternoster Buildings. Price 
One Shilling. 

OuR book upon eccentric preachers will, 
we believe, interest our friends all 
through. It will probably be reviewed 
with severity, but this we reckoned upon 
when writing it. It is intended to be a 
plea for lenient criticism in reference 
to useful men,-an argument, not for 
license, but for liberty. God's servants 
are not all fashioned upon one model, 
neither is there a standard of mannerism 
to which all must conform, e.nd yet 
many judge and condemn useful mi
nisters because of their individualities 
and originalities. "Wisdom is justified 
of her children:" upon this text our 
pretty little book is practically a sermon. 

Worldly Conformity. What it is not 
and what it is. By Rev. J.C. RYLE, 
M.A. London: Wm. Hunt e.nd Co. 

AN excellent treatise, in compact form, 
suitable for presentation to young be
lievers, that they may be ermed against 
the world's allurements. Cnnon Ryle is 
always in enrnest, and generally power
ful ; here he has found e. subject con
geninl to his tastes and powers. We 
heartily endorse his exhortations. 

The Principles and Practices nf the 
Baptists. A Book for Inquirers. 
By CHARLES ,v1LLU.Ms, of .Accring
ton. Baptist Tract Society, Castle 
Street, Holborn. 

WE are pleased to see that the Baptist 
Tract Society is moving onward. This 
capital work is one of its first ventures 
with a book of its own, and we congra
tulate it upon its choice of author and 
subject. Candour and impartiality are 
evident upon the very surface of the 
work. The author is firm, yet calm 
and dispassionate, in bis advocacy of 
Baptist principles, and on the matter 
of strict and open communion he is 
specially careful to give each view cor
rectly. Our own judgment upon the 
subject is scarcely expressed by our 
author, but we do not very well see !iow 
it could be as we have written but httle 
upon the s~bject, and occupy a middle 
place between the absolutely strict and 
the utterly unrestricted; yet even we 
do not demur to Mr. "'illiams' state
ments. Predohaptists who want ~o know 
the Baptists will do well to read this book. 
W c wish the Baptist Tract Society 
success beyond its own hopes. May it 
brenk every trammel, a~d attempt 
great things, and succe~s will attend its 
..,norte. 
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A.r1t:;lo-Israeli.•m. Exami,wd in the light ' 
<(( f/,e "more s11.re ll'ord of Prophecy." 
lly FRANK H. WHITE. Haughton 
and Co., 10, Paternoster-row. Price 
Fourpence. 

As the monstrous fable of our Isr11elitish 
origin ~eems to be seriously believed, it 
is time that it was seriously exposed. 
Mr. White bas done his work well. We 
hnve alwnys looked upon this craze as a 
sort of folly of the hour like other 
manias which have come and gone, 
and we have felt inclined to amuse our
selves with t.he 11hsurdity; but havinn
lately met with ~ane persons who in~ 
dine to it, we change our amusement 
into amazement. We hnd a book for 
review in -which freland was proved to 
be Ur or r rland of the Chaldees, and 
Padanaram was shown to be Paddie's 
land. " The harp that once in Tarah's 
halls, the soul of music shed" was de
clared to be the harp of Terah, and so 
on, in a manner as clear and lucid as 
the arguments of the Anglo-Israelites. 
Truly, "the letter killeth." If we for
sake the spirit of Scripture, and play 
upon its words, we may prove any dogma 
we choose to invent. 

The So11g of Solomon arra11ged for 
Sunday Reading; with Meditations on 
each Portion. By the Very Rev. 
HE!l:IlY L.&.w, M.A., Dean of Glou
cester. Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 

Tms is a subject in which our venerable 
friend and brother must feel quite at 
home. His deep spirituality and fervent 
love to his Lord are qualifications for 
expounding the Song far superior to 
those of mere scholarship and erudi~ion. 
The book is sweet, yea, sweetness itself; 
and instead of criticizing it we would 
merely say, "taste and see." Divided 
into fifty-two portions the comment 
affords a honeycomb for every Sabbath 
in the year. 

The Unsafe .A nclior : or, " Eternal 
Hope " a False Hope. By C. F. 
Ca1LDE, M.A. W. Hunt and Co. 

A YIFTH edition and cheap issue of an 
antidote to the Westminster Sermons of 
Canon Farrar. We have already noticed 
it in our Ftbruary issue, and are pleased 
to see it has been so largely purchased. 
May it counteract much of the misty 
mischief done by the speculations of tLe 
author of" Eternal Hope." 

The Loi·<fs Host; or, Lessons from tl1e 
Book of Joshua. By the Rev. GEORGE 
WILLIAM BUTLER, M.A. Edinburgh: 
William Oliphant. London : Ho.mil
ton, Adams, end Co. 

Oun author is sound in the faith of the 
gospel, and in a reverent confidence in 
the authority of Holy Scripture. To 
our mind he does not add much to our 
stores of exposition, and yet his work is 
useful as popularizing portions of what 
has been already written upon the Book. 
So little has been done to make Joshua 
instructive to the mass of Christians 
that we welcome this attempt. We feel 
persunded that to some readers it will be 
new and suggeslive; and that even 
those who are well read in previous 
Joshua literature will not read it with
out interest. 
The Children's Moral Alphabet. By 

OcTOGENARIAN. Kettering: J. H. 
Waddington. 

A FRIEND, who is over eighty, yet finds 
it in his heart to provide for the little 
ones a sixpenny alphabet. He wants 
Master Bob to give up saying-
" A was an Archer who shot at a frog, 

B was a Butcher who kept a grea.t dog"; 
and say instead-
" A sta.nds for the Ass; 1.his burden he bore, 

A bag of good meo.l from the water-mill 
store· 

Then should he be beaten 'cause slowly 
he trod? 

No! N eddy and meal are both creatures 
of God." 

Kindness to animals, temperance, 
honesty, and other good things are in
culcated by verses which are accompa
nied with pictures. The author has 
carried out a good design, to the best of 
his ability. A publisher upon a larger 
scale could afford to do it cheaper, but as 
a country production it is by no means 
dear. 

The Lay Preacher. January to De
cember, 1878. Edited by Rev. F. 
,v AGSTAFF. London: Longley. 

,'VE are eve1· ready to appreciate any 
effort to supply the needs of Christian 
workers ; but we cannot believe that 
this volume would help the mass of our 
lay preachers. It is far too elementary 
and dull: a very Huntingdonshire fen 
of flatness. The only original thoughts 
are in the quotations. 



NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

Ey Little a11d Little, and other Sermons. 
By the Rev. D. PARKER MoRGAN, 
M.A. Hodder and Stoughton, 271 
Paternoster Row. 

FoR one sermon to give a title to 
fourteen others, it should express the 
meaning and design of the whole series ; 
and for one to be distinguished as one 
only amongst others upon different sub
jects, it should be superior to all the 
rest. In neither of these respects is the 
title of this book to be commended. It 
is in accordance, howe~er, with modern 
ta~te, which, we hope, w\11 not long pre
vail. The sermons themselves are more 
practical than experimental, and more 
experimental than doctrinal. The whole 
are evidently founded upon an evan
gelical basis, although not so frequently 
and prominently expressed as a fact of 
such importance req;iires. The chief 
:interest of these sermons consists in 
'their originality and simplicity, and 
frank and familiar style of address. 
They are far remote from the dull and 
<lrowsy discourses with which vicars, as 
well as others, have often been charged. 

Light for the Blind. By W. MooN, 
LL.D. Longmans and Co., Pater
noster Row. 

To all who are interested in the welfare 
of the blind this book will be doubly 
welcome, and none can read it without 
having some sympathy awakened on their 
behalf. It gives a full detail of the 
author's own improved system of read
ing by the touch; and abounds with 
instances of its successful application to 
all modem languages, and of the readi
ness and ease with whicl!. it may be 
acquired. Numerous volumes in dif
~erent languages have been printed in 
zts embossed type ; and the majority of 
these, we rejoice to know, consist in the 
whole or in parts of the sacred Scrip
tures. The industry and zeal with 
which Mr. Moon has condescended to 
ex.tend the benefits of his discovery in 
this and in other countries have evidently 
been prompted and sustained by the one 
desire that they who cannot see God in 
his works or his word, may yet seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him. It is a privilege to be 
associated with him in any deg1·ee in 
the prosecution of his_ design. 

A. PrimitiDe M~thodi~t Soldier in the 
British Army. By WILLIAM ;\IAso:sr. 
Leeds: James Stafford, Briggate. 

WHEN an autobiography concludes with 
such a statement as the following-" J 
find that at the various services I have 
held there have been one thousand seven 
hundred and five persons who have pro
fessed to be converted "-we must re
gard the author as no ordine.ry man. 
The story of his life is one of consider
able interest, and though the writer 
lays no claim to literary ability, he ha.~ 
succeeded in weaving into the book 
many remarkable incidents in his career 
and judicious reflections in the interest8 
of temperance and religion. He was in 
the Crimea during the Russian war, and 
was wounded at the battle of the Alma. 
Several times he rescued the colours of 
his regiment during that fearful contest, 
and received the medal for valour at 
the hands of the Queen. Sergeant 
Mason is at the present time a local 
preacher amongst the Primitive l\Ietho
dists, and though retired from the 
army, he preaches and lectures in uni
form. Some may object to this, but 
we see no reason why he should not 
wear the regimentals in the pulpit if, 
by so doing, he can attract outsiders to 
hear the gospel. To Christian soldiers 
the book will prove very useful, and we 
shall be glad to hear that it has fom1d a 
place in every barrack library. lllany a 
young recruit would be greatly helped 
by its perusal, and, taking to heart the 
lessons which are enforced, could not 
fail to become a better man. \Ve wish 
for the gallant sergeant many victories 
in his spiritual warfare and success in 
the sale of his autobiography. 

Feed ltfy Lambs; or, Short Expositions 
of Scripture in Prose and Verse, for 
the Little Ones. By _.\.&THUR G. 
BUTLER. London: A. S. iUtllett, 
W ardour Street. 

GIVING the author and illustrator the 
fullest credit for good intentions, we 
are afraid that the matter is too goody
aoody and that the pictures are not 
good enouah to interest the little o_nes. 
Periodical 1iterature for the young 1s so 
superior in these days, that books in
tended for them must be first-rate, 01· 

they will not succeed. 
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Tr11r nnd Strem,:: "ll"ith other Home 
Tales. Bv EMMA MABSR.4.U,, I, Pa
ternoster~buildings. 

'l'HREE short stories, fairly told, and 
likelv to interest readers who wish for a 
full share of the "churchy " element in 
the books provided for them, 

The Earlham Temperance Tracts. 
Packet No. l, 6d. S. W. Partridge 
and Co. 

" Br, TOur own cherries,'· and eleven 
other short temperance tales, appeals, 
and addresses in neat illustrated wra1;>
pers. Very suitable for enclosure m 
letters, or for general distribution, 

Tforfare and rictor.11. A Record of 
Bible-class work. Bv M. I. T. See
ley, Jackson, and Halliday, Fleet
street. 

A PLEASING narrath-e of the work of 
grace in the hearts of two of the young 
men in the writer's Bible-class. There 
was nothing particularly striking about 
either of the cases here described, but 
the record of their experience may be 
helpful to others who are tried as they 
were. The teaching is on the whole 
tolerably soUDd, but some reference to 
confirmation and communion appears to 
us at least questionable. 

Practical Religion. By the Rev. J.C. 
HnE. M.A. William Hunt and Co., 
l:!, PaternosterRow, 

LITTLE more need be said of this volume 
than that it sustains the author's well
earned reputation for evangelical sim
plicity and power. Mr. Ryle is looked 
upon as a typical representative of evan
gelical churchmanship, but in reality 
he ascends far higher. While with 
all her faults he loves the Church of 
England still, he lo"l'es the souls of men 
much more, and most of all the gospel 
of their salvation. This, too, is a gospel 
to be loved, the gentleness of which has 
made him great, and the experie:a.ce of 
which has led to the earnest desire that 
it may do for others what it has done 
for him. Men may be equally earnest 
for the promotion of other views than 
such as are purely evangelical, but they 
are not so faithful in the practical 
application of them to the souls of their 
follow-men. Men's ideas of the wrath to 

come mny be judged of by the earnest. 
ne~s with which the;r exhort others to 
fly from it; end their ideas of the hope 
i,et before them in the gospel by their 
11rdent 11nd unwe11ried efforts to persuode 
others to nvail themselves of it. 
Judged by this rule the sentiments of 
the writer of this book might be known 
to be thoroughly ev:mgelicnl, even if no 
professed statement of them had been 
m11de. That statement, however, on, 
suitable occnsions is never withheld. 
Although " Practical Religion" is the 
main object, there is in this volume an 
ample recognition of the doctrines of 
grace. Human instrumentality is not 
less useful because it is God thnt 
worketh in us to will and to do of his 
gcod pleasure, but the more we prize 
grace the more we value its fruits. The 
practical claims o_f the gospel upon true 
believers are here most scripturally and 
lovingly enforced, and at the same time 
the self-decei:ved and unconcerned are 
called upon to see how much they also 
need the atoning blood. It would be 
impossible, we think, for any to reed, 
this book without being both doctrinally 
and practically benefited by it, under 
the blessing of the Holy Ghost. 

The Christian Mirror, and other Ser
mons. By the Rev. J. MABTUi, B.A. 
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Pater
noster Row. 

IT is natural and commendable when 
the living voice of a faithful minister
has ceased to be heard that his people 
and his family connections should desire 
to have some portion of bis instructions
to them preserved in a printed form. 
It is not always, however, that the ser
mons even of a useful ministry are found 
to possess sufficient originolity and lite
rary merit to answer the expectations 
which had been raised respecting them. 
This does not apply to "'l'he Christian 
:Mirror, and other Sermons." We ad
mire their simplicity, their adherence to 
gospel truths, their individuality, and 
their fidelity to the souls of men. One 
sentence may suffice to show the answer 
given to the question, " What think ye 
of Christ?" "The blessings of bis 
kingdom are pardon for the sinner, 
righteousness for the culprit, holiness 
for the corrupt, eternal life for those 
that were dead.'' 
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Foi·bidden Fruit ; a Series of Sermons 
on '.fempt11tion, preached in New 
College Ch11pel, London. By Rev. 
JoHNSON IlARJ<ER, LL.H. London: 
W, Kent and Co. 

JN some qunrters, we doubt not, these 
sermons would be regorded 11s well-ni!?h 
perlect; but after having carefully 
rend them we feel compelled to give 
them but very limited approval. The 
preacher's preface tells us that they are 
"printed substantially as they were de
livered, the freedom of the spoken 
address being purposely retained." We 
think a little, but careful, revision would 
hnve greatly improved them. But our 
objection is not confined to the form of 
presentation; the matter, the teaching, 
is in some instances very far from our 
taste. The ideas of sin, of punishment, 
nnd of the nature of temptation, are not 
such as we can endorse as being in ac
cordance with our rendering of the 
Scriptures. Far better is the practical 
exhortation than the doctrinal state
ment. We should not put this volume 
into the hands of Christians to confirm 
and establish them, nor into the hands 
of those seeking to know the elementary 
principles of the gospel as a direction 
to the Saviour. 

All about Jesus. By ALEXANDER DICK· 
SON. Robert Carter and Brothers: 
Xew York. 

YES! It is all about ,Tesus, but not all 
that Jesus is. It is all about Jesus as 
the Beloved in the book of Canticles, 
rnther than about Jesus as the atonincr 
High Priest and the Lord our Riaht
eousness in the New Testament;° all 
about Jesus in his glorified humanity, 
rnther than as a Lamb that had been slain 
in the midst of the throne. It could not 
be better described than in the author's 
own words: "It is not the Great Kinn
crowned with many crowns, nor th~ 
g\ory of his kingdom, nor the might of 
his terrible acts; it is not the Great 
~rophet _coming from God to instruct us 
m the thmgs th11t make for pence ; it is 
not the Great High Priest offering him
self upon the cross for our redemption, 
an~ making continue.I intercession for 
?s m heaven,-no, it is not the Messiah 
111 any or in all his offices, but it i~ 'the 
111an Christ Jesus'; it is • Jesus himself,' 
and' Jesus only,' who charms us most 

by the powerful fascination of his per
sonal love." It will be evident from thi.s 
quotation that much more i8 said of the 
person of Christ in this book than of hi~ 
work. The. one could not, indeed, be 
spoken of without the other; hut in no 
respect could the person be admired or 
loved, or even have existed, without the 
wor~. 1:he_ beauty of_ Christ's person 
consists m its adaptation to its office. 
This is its glory in the view of the Father, 
of the redeemed, and of the whole uni
verse. Many attempts have been made 
of late to separate a personal Christ from 
an atoning Christ; and though this is fa1· 
from the design of the volume before· 
us, it is not without its tendency in that 
direction. Apart from this considera
tion, there is much here to help the 
established believer in the Iovino-, and 
confiding, and rejoicing contemp'iatior. 
of the person of Christ; much to aid his 
devotions ; much to fix well-known 
truths, by apt illustrations, more power
fully upon his heart and mind; much to 
console him amidst the sorrows of thi;i. 
life ; and much to stimulate his desires 
to be for ever with the Lord. 

The Life and death vf a Christian. A 
Memoir of the late Mrs. Holyoak, and 
a sermon preached after her death. 
By her husband, Rev. T. H. HoLY• 
OAK, London: The Book Society. 

A VERY tender memorial of a gracious, 
though brief, life. Such a memoir is a 
very cheering proof of the power of the 
gospel to rob death of its terrors. 

The Engli.iltman's Critical and Expo
sitory Bible Cyclop(J!dia. Compiled 
and written by the Rev. A. R. 
FAUSSET, M.A. Illustrated by Six 
Hundred )Voodcuts. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

h is not easy to get a cyclopa-dia in :me 
volume, but after labouring for seven 
years l\Ir. Fausset has accomplished his 
task, and deserves the highest com
mendation. Many subjects which other 
Bible dictionaries omit are here touched 
upon, and though the space given to 
each topic is necessarily brief, yet the 
matter is condensed, and a great deal 
of information is thus conveyed. Smith 
and Kitto are beyond the reach of & 

large number of readers, and this we 
hope will meet their case. 
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Je.•11.,· i.~ cominq. By ·w. E. B. Edin-
burgh : R. '.M. Cameron. 

HERE nre the usulll predictions, and the 
customary diagrams ; quite a heap for 
~ixpence. Those who think that these 
speculations are productive of holiness 
should Jl:O in for them, but we are grow
ingly doubtful os to their practical value. 
Tbc Lord will come : let us live in view 
of his advent, end we shall then have 
something better to do than drawing 
triangles, end circles, ond arrows, and 
amusing ourselves with things which we 
-do not understand. 

The Holiday Ann111Zl: a Handbook of 
Practical Information on Holiday 
Topics. Bdited by A. B. C. Sir 
,Joseph Causton and Sons, 47, East
chcap. 

Tms eight-pennyworth of information 
will be of great service to those persons 
who have a holiday, but are anxiously 
asking '' Where shall we spend it?" 
A vacation is no waste of time, but 
tends to lengthen life and to give more 
mental and physical power to use life 
well. It may even become a spiritual 
blessing, for the highest part of our 
oature is so intimately bound up with 
the lower that a weary body frequently 
-drags down the soul, and what is set 
down to weakness of faith is really indi
gestion. .All created things need re
creation, and to get it in time, and of 
the right kind, is of the utmost import
ance. 

The Unerring Guide: or Scripture 
Precepts, Topically arranied. ,!'lY 
Rev. H. U. DEXTER, D.v. Edm
burgh: W. Oliphant and Co. 

EVERYTHING the.t will save time in 
the preparation of sermons, Bible-class 
lessons, or school addresses, is eagerly 
welcomed by the overworked brains and 
hands of this bwtling nineteenth cen
tury. Searching the Scriptures is, we 
are afraid, almost a thing of the past. 
This little volume will be found very 
useful to the many who want to know 
the Scripture statement upon any point 
of duty. The arrangement is simple, 
thorough, and yet not needlessly ~epe
titious. For indtance: on the duties of 
enquirers we al'e told-I. To enquire 
d.1e way. 11. To go to Jesus. IIL To 

p;ive up all for"'Jesus. IV, To believe 
in Jesus. And under e1tch of these di
visions we have the most appropriate 
Scriptural directions and ex1tmples. 
Heartily do we give it a place in om• 
library of reference. 

Homervard Bound: Sunday Afternoon 
Lectures to the Messes on the Prodi
gal Son. Dy the Rev. CHARLEs 
LucH, F.G.S. R. D. Dickinson. 

NINK extempore addresses on the para-· 
ble of the prodigal son, delivered in 
Birmingham by a Methodist minister to 
crowded audiences. They contain some 
very plain talk a.bout the evils which 
especially beset the working classes in 
large towns, a good number of toler
ably well-known a.necdotes, besides 
others from the author's own expe
rience, and some gospel teaching, pre
sented in a striking and occasionally 
humorous style. We should have felt 
more certain about the permanent use
fulness of the lectures if they had 
contained a clearer and fuller presenta
tion of the gospel, which is conveyed to 
us in our Saviour's words, as recorded 
by Luke. 

The Philosophy of Science, Experience, 
and Revelation. By JoHN CoUTTS. 
London : Pitman. 

WE have heard of metaphysics being 
defined as '' an attempt to tell another 
what you do not understand yourself"; 
and such a description would well apply 
to the philosophy which the author of 
this work tries to expound. Everything 
in heaven and in earth is dabbled in ; 
and, where confusion already existed, it 
is worse confounded by this attempt at 
explanation. The climax of absurdity is 
reached when we are told that for man to 
be renewed in the divine image, all that 
is needed is the study of the example of 
Jesus Christ. For " to redeem man the 
Invisible God manifests himself as man, 
and by his life in Jesus Christ shows to 
men a perfect example of how they 
ought to live, and to teach them that 
since God has found a means of being 
gracious to them, they ought also to be 
gracious and forgiving towards_ ~ach 
other.'' A mixture of diluted Socm1an
ism and metaphysical muddle. 
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The Early Years of Christianity. Vol. 
I. The Apostolic Age. By E. D. 
PRESSENBE, D.D. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

'1.'HE course of thought in the present 
day has compelled Christian men to 
study the historical proofs of the truth 

1 

of Christianity. Next to the life of 
Jesus Christ, the history of the early 
Christian Church is of paramount im
portance, and in this volume, which 

• treats of the apostolic age, we have a 
chnrming description of its pro~ress 
and int<.rnal history. The autbor's 
literary genius, scholarly research, fas
cinating style, and deep piety are all 
here used to make his subject plain. 

The volume is a. fitting end worthy 
sequel to Pressensc's "Life of Christ.'' 
Most emphatically do we commend this 
first instalment of a ~reat work, a.nd we 
sha.11 eagerly await the remaining 
volumes. 

Thoughts for the Sick (with Prayers and 
Hymns). By A. L. M. Hatchards. 

A FEW short addresses, printed in clear, 
bold type, and selected specially for the 
sick. Some of the hymns are very 
beautiful and tender, but the prayers
but there-we are no judge of forms of 
prayer, and the less we say on that sub
ject the better. The book is, on the 
whole, a praiseworthy attempt to minis
ter to the suffl!ring and afflicted. 

~ates. 
ON Tuesday ei·eni11g, July I, about three 
hundred of the Teachers of the Taber
nacle and branch Sunday-schools met for 
tea in the College building, by invitation 
of the pastor. After tea, a profitable even
ing was spent in prayer, exhortation, and 
conference on 8unday-school work. We 
believe it will do us all good if we can 
have similar meetings every quarter; at 
all events we hope to repeat the experi
ment, as we understood one teacher who 
was present offered to defray the cost of 
the next gathering. That teacher was 
Mr. Andrew Dunn, candidate for the par
liam,mtary representation of Southwark, 
who for years has conducted a senior class 
at the Stockwell Orphanage. 

On tlte same evening, the annual meet
ing of the SPURGEON°S SERMOX TRACT 
SocrETY was held in the Tabernacle Lec
ture Hall. Mr; William Olney presided, 
and he was supported by Messrs. W. C. 
Murrell, C. F. Allison, J. T. D11nn, and T. 
Lardner, while the Orphanage choir sang 
suitable pieces between the speeches. The 
object of this society is to make known the 
way of salvation by means of the circulation 
of our sermons, which are issued as loan 
tracts. During the past nine years about 
100,000 sermons have been thus circula.ted 
with gracious signs of divine approval. 
The expenditure for the year amounted to 
£74 14s. lld., while the balance in hand 
at the annual meeting was £3 2s. l0d. 
The Hon. Sec. of the Society is Mr. C. 
Cornell, 60, Hamilton Square, King· 
street, Borough, S.E., who will be happy 
t? receive subscriptions or to give informa
tum concerning the work to persons who 
would like to form districts, and lend out 

the sermons around their own places of 
abode. This is an inexpensive way of 
doing good, and one which bears much 
fruit unto God. 

On Monday ei-e1iing, July 7, the annual 
meeting of the Ho'1E AND FOREIGN Mrs
SI0NARY WORKING SOCIETY was held in 
the Tabernacle Lecture Hall. 

During the year 1,,512 ready-made gar
ments have been sent out to ministers' 
families, in addition to 585 yards of mate
rial for dresses, while 258 pastors' or col
porteurs' children have been suitably 
clothed. The expenditure for the past 
twelve months has been £8! 13,. 3¼d., 
the value of m'!.teria.ls and clothing -re
ceived £158 15s. }!d., and the estimated 
value of the parcels sent out £2! 7 ls. 6ctd. 
A balance of £3 2s. 9d. was due to tbe 
tree.surer at the end of l\Iay. The report 
of the society was largely written by Mrs. 
Spurgeon; and this intimation will, we 
hope, induce many friends to send a stamp 
for e. copy, and afterwards incline them to 
forward substantial help to this most de
serving work. All communications should 
be addressE1d to Mrs. Evans, Missionary 
Working Society, Metropolitan Taber
nacle. 

CoLLEGE.-The only student who has 
become a pastor since our last notice is 
our son Charles, wb.o has accepted the 
unanimous invitation of the London Bap
tist Association Sub-Committee and the 
Committee of South-street Chapel, Green
wich, to become the minister of that place. 
A new church has been formed, the chapel 
is filled, and the prospects are most hope· 
fuL If our kind friends will prtLy for our 
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110n Rs they b&Te done for us, we mRy ex
pe!'t to ~ee the work ofthe Lord in Green
wich greatly revi..-ed, I\ vigorous church 
gathered, and a young minister enabled to 
commence his work under the happiest 
auspices. To friends who ban aided the 
Greenwich church in its distress great 
praise is due. Mey they ha..-e their reward 
in the future history of the place. 

Dr. Hillier he.s remo..-ed from Princes 
Risborough to Winp:rave, Bucks: Mr. A. 
Macdougall from Aberchirder to Oban, 
K.B.; Mr. H. A. Fletcher from Alford, 
Lincolnshire, to Appledore, Devon: and 
lllr. G."°· Pope has left Thorpe, Essex, to 
become essistant to Mr. E. J. Silverton, of 
:!\ottingham. 

During the pe.st month we have had 
quite a succession of farewell meetings at 
the Tabernacle. Mr. A. Y. Papengouth 
has left us for work in connection with 
the Baptist Missionary Society in Hayti. 
Mr. A. J. Clarke has gone to become 
pe.stor of the church at West Melbourne ; 
Mr. H. H. Garrett, late of Merstha.m, 
Surrey, has sailed with him for Australia; 
and Mr. W. Hamilton he.s returned to his 
bishopric at Cape Town. The mention of 
these matters at the prayer-meeting has 
greatly tended to keep these meetings real 
a.nd lively. There is reason for prayer 
nsible to the people's eyes, and they do 
pray. 

Mr. John Stubb8, of Eythorne, has 
accepted an in..-itation from the church at 
All.a.habad to become their pastor ; and 
Mr. D. Lyall, of Odibam, has been accepted 
by the Baptist Missionary Society for 
mission work at the Cameroons, Africa. 

Our new College tent has been conse
crated by the presence and blessing of the 
Lord in the serviees held by our brethren 
Mather, Maplesden, and Gwillim e.t Hol
beach, Lincolnshire, which have been 
altogether e. success. 

lllessrs. Tl'igstone and Blamil'e in 
Spai11.-A letter recently received by 
Mrs. A. A. H.ees, of Sunderland, from her 
daughter, Mrs. Wigstone, shows that our 
good brethren in Spa.in a.re still exposed to 
persecution of a most violent character. 
Returning from e. very happy service in a 
village they were attacked in broad day
light by three different parties of Romanists 
under the command of priests, one of whom 
fired a gun at them from behind a tree, 
while the mob pelted them with stones. 
For a mile and e. he.If our brethren had to 
run for their lives to get to the coach which 
we.s we.iting on the high road to take them 
home. Through the protecting he.nd of 
God, Mr. Ble.m.ire w8.8 preserved from all 
harm, Mr. Wigstone's e.rm we.s hurt by one 

of the atones, and n friend in the vill&ge 
who he.dgoneout to see what h11.d happened 
to them, receh-ed a severe blow on the
hee.d. This is a apeoimen of Rome's work 
where she has the power. 

J,fess.-s. JolmsMi mid Richa,·dson fo 
Af1·ica.-We h&ve news from our coloured 
friends down to the middle of May. 
When they wrote they had been for some 
time settled at"their new Hta.tion, Bakundu 
Yictorie., Ce.meroons, where they had com~ 
menced. work under the auspices of the 
chief of the village, which contains a.bout 
1,000 people. This worthy we.s very ill 
in April, and thinking he was going to. 
die, made his will. In one of the clnuses 
he commended his youngest son to the 
care of the missionaries, and in another 
commanded his subjects fo obey and 
protect the preachers and their wives. He
seems to have been still living when our 
friends wrote, e.nd through his influence 
all the boys in the village had been sent 
to the mission school. On Sundays ser
vices a.re held in the hut which serves as 
a temporary schoolroom, nnd by this time 
Messrs. Johnson and Riche.rdson are pro
bably able to pre.ach to the pAople in their 
own language, although at first they 
needed an interpreter. The people appear 
to be very favourably inclined to the mis
sionaries, and ask them many questions 
about the gospel they bring. • 

The rainy season had commenced when. 
the last letter was written, and Mrs. John
son and Mrs. Richardson were still suffer
ing from the fever, from which their 
husbands had recovered. They send very 
kind messages for e.11 Tabernacle and other 
friends, and ask our prayers that they me.y 
be sustained and blessed in their work. 
If any friends wish to help them they need 
not send money, as that is of no use where 
they a.re, but they require clothes for the 
naked population, cloth, prints, buttons, 
cottons, thread, medicines, &c., for barter 
and use, and books, slates, pencils, &c., 
for their school of one hundred a.nd six 
boys. 

EvAXGELISTs.-In another part of the 
magazine we have given Mr. Hill's report 
of Messrs. Smith and Fullerton's services 
at Lel'ds. This month, from the 9th to 
the 25th, they are to he at Blackpool. 

Mr. Burnham was at Nen:poi-t, Mon
mouthshire, from the 6th to the 13th ult., 
and at Blaena1:on from the 14th to the 
20th. At Newport the services were _so 
successful that the friends there were m
duced to continue them with local help for 
another week, and Mr. Burnham, on his re
turn fromB!aenavon,on the2lst,conducted 
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a meeting for praise and testimony. 
The following report of the services has 
been sent to us, and the donation (£6 os.) 
to the Evnngelists' Society mentioned in 
the letter has come to hnncl, though too 
fate to be included in our monthly list:-

" STOW HILL BAPTIST CHURCH, 
"NEWPORT (MoN.), 

"July 14th, 1879. 
"Deo.r Mr. Spurgeon,-We have during 

the past ten days been favoured with the 
assistance of your very efficient and 
.1tttrnctive evangelist, Mr. Burnham. The 
•week previous to his coming we had 
meetings for prayer every evening that a 
•special outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
might accompany our brother's efforts. 
We record to the glory of God that the 
forge blessings which we had solicited, 
and expected to receive, have been be
stowed. At most of the week-evening 
services five hundred persons were present. 
On Sabbath afternoons Mr. Burnham held 
services at which over one thousand pupils 
-connected with the Sabbath schools of the 
Baptist churches of the town were present, 
accompanied by their parents, teachers, 
and other friends. On Sabbath evenings 
our chapel, which seats about one thou
sand, was well filled. Forty, chiefly 
_young persons, have decided for Jesus. 
•Our church-members, and many of the 
Lord's people in connection with other 
Protestant denominations, have had the 
Divine life in their souls greatly inten
sified by means of our brother's visit. 

"Our treasurer will in a few days remit 
to your Evangelist's Fund a donation, as an 
•expression of the gratitude of this church 
and Sabbath-School for your kindness in 
sending us so amiable and efficient a 
,brother. We regret we cannot do more. 
The local expenses have been considerable, 
and our town being on the confines of 
Wales, our members share in the terrible 
·depression of trade which is so disastrous 
to the principality. 

"My earnest prayer, and also that of 
the Ohurch over which the Lord has 
placed me, is that your valuable life may 
be long spared and your health confirmed, 
,so that you may win many more victories 
for Jesus. 

" Respectfully yours, 
"JOHN DouGL.\s, Pastor." 

OnPHANAOE.-Our good friend, Pastor 
·G. D. Cox, sends us a very glowing 
account of the service of song by the 
Orphanage choir at Sittingbourne. The 
net profit to the funds of the institution 
amounted to £22 2s., and for that result 
we are deeply grateful to all who assisted 

in any mea,ure. Messrs. Wills and Pack
ham have made ns more than ever their 
debtors by their kindness to the boys and 
their liberal help to the work at 8tockwell. 
One result of the orphans' visit is the 
promise of a freight of bricks for the 
Girls' Orphanage from Messrs. 8meed, 
Dean & Co. 

Special Notice to C9llecto1"S.-We shall 
be glad to have all collecting boxes and 
books brought in regularly every quarter, 
especially as we expect soon to have girls 
to provide for in addition to our two 
hundred and forty boys. The next meet
ing of collectors and friends will be held at 
the Orphanage on Wednesday, October 1st. 
We will try to prepare an attractive pro
gramme for the occasion, and shall hope 
to see a large company present, as we 
expect then publicly to inaugurate the 
Girls' Orphanage. 

GmLS' 0RPHA:S-AGE.-Up to the moment 
of writing we have received towards the pur
chase of the "Hawthorns" £2,206 8s. 6d. 
In addition to this we have promises of 
£50 and £25 for the same purpose, and a 
notice has been sent to us that a poor 
widow who recently died had bequeathed 
nineteen guineas to the Girls' Orphanage, 
and a similar amount to the Boys'. This 
will make a total of £2,301 7 s. 6d. towards 
the £4,000 required for the honse and 
grounds. We have also the promise of 
siz houses when we are ready to build, a 
freight of bricks from Sittingbourne, and 
some gas fittings from Cheltenham. After 
we have paid for the ground we hope to 
take some girls into the house, and this 
will involve the furnishing of it, for which 
w& have no means as yet. After this is 
done the funds for Boys and Girls will be 
one in all respects, e:rcept tlie expenses of 
tlte new buildings, and donors sending 
either for Boys or Girls will please to 
notice that their contributions will go into 
the same fund, for the Institution will be 
one concern. 

We have been delighted with many of 
the letters which have brought us contribu
tions for this latest development of our 
work, but we have not space to mention 
more than one or two. "A poor gardener 
with seven children" sends 10s., which he 
obtained for four pecks of gooseberries 
which he devoted to the Girls' Orphanage. 
He says, "I have no doubt so many will 
be anxious to share in the honour of 
assisting you in this matter that you will 
have to cry, 'Hold, enough ! ' " We have 
not yet come to that stage of the work. 
"A Friend of the Orphans," at Middles
brough, sent us what he could afford, 
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promised a monthly C'On'tribution, and wrote 
to a local paper to ask for subscriptions to 
be sent to us. We ere much obliged to 
our unkno"·n friend. A brother in the 
ministr, Rsks us to send him some collect
ing C'Rrds in order that he may get various 
friends to coll,ct a so.-ereign each, and 
adds, " If the brethren in the ministry 
will do likewise the amount will soon be 
raised." 

Se.-eral amounts have reached us since 
the list of contributions was made up, in
cluding Mrs. T., £200; and" A Miracle of 
Mercy," £100. We ha.-e also received the 
followiGg articles of jewellery for sale:
from C. P., a watch, chain, locket, and 
ring; from "A Sermon Reader,'' a brooch; 
from A. P., Reading, a ring. 

CoLrORTAGE,-It becomes increasingly 
evidPnt that the objects and value of the 
Colpurtege Association are not known as 
they should be, beyond a very limited 
circle of friends who have watched its 
operations, and appreciated its value in 
spreading evangelical truth among the 
people. Hence it is very important that 
the testimony of those who have exper
ienced the worth of Colportsge should be 
made widely known. The following ex
tract from the recently published Report 
of the Southern Baptist .Agsociation is full 
of interest and encouragement, and it is 
hoped "·ill stimulate other local associa
tions to adopt the Col portage agency. The 
report proceeds-

" The principal part of home mission 
work done bv the association is that 
which takes the form of colportage. This 
has been carried on with unabated energy, 
and with results not less satisfactory than 
previoUB years. As the details of the 
work have been fully given in the reports 
of the last few years, it is scarcely neces
sary to repeat them now. A. summary of 
this part of our work will, it is hoped, be 
deemed sufficient. There are six colpor
teurs employed in connection with this 
association. Their work is mainly to visit 
villages, hamlets, and isolated houses, in 
order to sell copies of God's word, and books 
and periodicals of a healthy moral character. 
The returns which have been received for 
the past year show the following results : of 
the Word of God, either the entire Bible, 
the Kew Testament, or in Scripture por
tions, there have been sold 1,472 copies; 
of books and periodicals, 22,474; of smaller 
publications, 3,072; and these sales have 
realized the sum of £539 17s. 2d. These 
returns are not complete, however; they 
include none at all from one of the six 
districts ; and in another, owing to the 

recent appointment of a new agent, they
repre8ent only three months' sales. Nor 
do these sales represent the entire work 
done. In one d1striot 46 services hnve 
been held, in another 46, and in another 
I O l. Thousands of Tracts have been dis
tributed, two colporteurs alone report 
13,965 visits made, whilst the Scriptures 
are read and prayers offered as opportu
nity is gh-en. The pulpits, also, of some 
of our village chapels and stations are 
frequently occupied by our agents, and 
with great acceptableness, whilst work in 
the Sunday-school and in the week-night 
Bible class is also done. In comnection 
with these manifold labours, it may not be 
uninteresting to note the following inci
dents :-One colporteur says that he' we.s 
never so well received as now, and the. 
books are welcomed by all classes. In 
some cases clergymen are good customers, 
and several have enquired for Spurgeon'e 
works.' Another reports that he is able 
to make sure sale at almost every house at 
which he calls, and he also speaks of happy 
results arising from his visits to the sick. 
Another tells of the manifest blessing of 
God attendant upon his preaching at one
of our village chapels during the past nine 
months, leading two persons to unite 
themselves with the church of Christ, and 
awakening in others a desire for such 
union. From a fourth district it is reported. 
that the sales skew an increase of nearly 
fifty per cent. on last year's report ; and 
this, too, in spite of interruptions to the
work of your agent-one of which was 
owing to seven weeks' severe illness. 
brought on by overwork; and another 
through injuries received in an attack 
made upon him by three drunken men, 
and by whom he was left unconscious on 
the road during one of the most severe 
nights in the past winter. From the same 
district the superintendent speaks of 
having received from a poor woman ' a 
halfcrown as a thankoffering to God' for 
the spiritual light she had obtained from 
reading a book supplied by the colporteur. 
Another agent reports the hopeful conver
sion of an old man, to whom he had paid. 
several visits. 

"Regarding these as fairly indicating the
results arising from this part of our Home 
Mission Work, your Committee are more 
than ever confident, that it 'TVas a 'TViSe 
step taken 'TVltcn it was adopted by you, 
and tltat ,it 7Vill be evidence of p1·ogrcssive 
'TVisdom 'if 1f0'/t put it into tlte p01re:r oftltcii
successors to increase tlte number of yo11r 
Colpo,·te111·a, and so n·iden tlte range 1vitltin 
1vkiclt tlie 900d i11jl11ences of tkis a9e11cy 
sltall be felt." 
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The italics are ours, 11nd we call the 
ottention of nil thoughtful renders to the 
suggestions which. they emph11size, but 
specially commend them to the secretaries 
and committees of local associations of 
Christian churches, believing that with 
great ndve.ntnge they me.y "go e.nd do 
likewise." The colporteurs in many 
districts are feeling the depression of 
trade ~everely, while in others the sales 
continue very good. Thero are also en
quiries from several new districts, which 
we hope will lead to the appointment of 
additional agents. As the friends in some 
localities are finding it difficult to obtain 
the necessary local subscriptions, it is to 
be hoped that they will not allow the col
porteur to be withdrawn without making 
the most strenuous efforts to retain him, 
as we can only maintain a man as long as 
the local guarantee is kept up. We trust 
also that our friends will remember the 
General Fund, which has not yet reached 
the necessary amount to relieve the asso
ciation of anxiety in its working, much 
less to eontinue the advance of the work 
into new quarters. Annual subscriptions 
are much needed, and will be gladly re
ceived, 

PERSONAL N OTEs.-The following letter 
comes ;to us from Dundee, Natal, dated 
May 26th, 1879 :-

" My dear brother in Christ,-! cannot 
resist the temptation of spending a few 
minutes of my baiting time on my way to 
join our soldiers on the Zulu border, to 
tell you of a little circumstance that will 
perhaps be cheering. In a small wayside 
hotel in a wild, lonely part of this colony 
I found some copies of your sermons, and 
The Sw01·d and the T,·01vel lying on a side 
table. I asked the old landlady how they 
managed to reach that out-of-the-way 
place. 'Oh,' she said, 'Sir, I get them every 
month, and they are my best friends in the 
world.' I had a good talk with the old 
lady, and found her n bright, happy 
Christian, and, although she never attends 
a public means of grace, and very seldom 
gets anyone with whom she can talk on 
things concerning her Saviour, yet she 
maintains a quiet, settled peace, and it 
would have done you good to have heard 
her say, ' The good I get out of those ser
mons is more than I can tell, and, although 
I have never seen dear Mr. Spurgeon, yet 
he preaches ,to me every Sunday, and I 
love him ve1~ very much.' She also told 
me that she forwards your sermons after 
perusal to a Christian brother in some 
lonely place, and he, every Lord's Day, 
g;Ns his frie1'1ds and neighbours together, 

and holds a servic·e, and reg1tlarly reads 
your sermons to them, with the hrippy re
sult of some three or four souls being 
soundly converted. 

"I am in the Wesleyan ministry my
self, but always take in your sermons and 
periodical. I have had the pleasure of 
distributing many of them to the sick and 
wounded in the hospitals at Pietermaritz
burg, and am taking some to the front, 
where I am going to try and do what 
little good I can to our soldiers. 

"It is time now to 'inspan,' and I will 
conclude.'' 

A lady sends us the following extract 
from a letter recently received by her from 
a Presbyterian sergeant in the 92nd High
landers in Afghanistan :-" Thanks for 
sending us five of Mr. Spurgeon's sermons. 
I have hardly had time to read them my
self; the men are all so anxious to have 
them, and not only the Christian brethren, 
but others of the men werP. glad to get 
them to read, and you may know how 
glad I was to let them have them. The 
sermons really set me a heart-searching: 
they went home to my heart with living 
power." 

A friend from the country who was at 
the Orphanage fete on June 19th writes 
thus :-" While waiting and hoping to 
have an opportunity of speaking to you. 
a respectable young sailor came up to me 
to ask if I could point out Mr. Spurgeon 
to him, adding, 'I am all alone here, but 
I do so want to look upon Mr. Spurgeon. 
I have just come home from sea, after 
having been away from England for thir
teen months. Our steward was a true 
Christian, and he prevailed on nine of our 
crew to meet him to hear Mr. Spurgeou's 
sermons read, and seven of the nine have 
now decided for Christ., and I do so want 
to look at the man whose sermons have 
led me to Jesus. When I left England. 
thirteen months since, I scorned the Ta
bernacle and relio-ion.' I was delighted 
with the young m~n's earnest ancl intelli
o-ent conversation about the gospel, aml 
;.as sorry that I lost him in the crowd.·· 

A friend who sends us £1 for the Girls' 
Orphanage' e.s a the.nk-_offering from ~is 
niece says:-" She wishes me to m
form 'you of the great spiritual good she 
has received from reading your sermon, 
'Eyes Opened.' (No. 681.) Her case 
has been very remarkable: she has b_een 
very ill for more than twelve months ma 
decline, wasted to a mere skeleton, and_ not 
able to taste a bit of bread for a long tune. 
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She had long been Yery thoughtful and 
anxioUB about her soul, but could not 
obtain peace ttnd SRtisfac,tion until reading 
the sermon the Holy Spirit illumine,ted 
ber mind, e.nd enabled her to see and em
bra.ce Christ as her Se,viour. From thttt 
time she began to impro\'e in health, and 
is now, to the astonishment of all her 
friends, able to take daily walks for a 
considerable distance. When she had 
found peace . she se,id, 'I must now do 
something for Mr. Spurgeon.' She hee,rd 
of the Flower Mission, and has sent some 
-flowers two or three times, and also wishes 
to send some money. I herewith send 
£1, and 1'ish I could send a hundred." 

Di.<t1·ilmti.on o.f Go.~pcl portw,ui i·ii 
Russia.-Our readers will be well ac-

quttinted with the politioBl troubles of tho 
Russittn Empire, and with the fo.ot that 
thousands of persons are punished by 
be,nishment to Siberia. It is little that we 
oa.n do for those who suffer this dree.dful 
fate, but it is possible to give the distressed 
people the Word of God. We are in
formed that a Russian nobleman who takes 
a deep interest in the circulation of the 
Scriptures has telegraphed from St. Peters
burg. "Now is the time to distribute the 
Scriptures. Whe.t sum will you authorize 
me to expend P '' In answer to this tele
gram Mr. He.wke sent £76, but £,jOO 
would not he.ve been too much. 

Every donor of .£4 places 1,000 gospels in 
the hands of as many people. Contribu
tions may be sent to Mr. William He.wke, 
the Bible Stand, Crysta.I Palace. 

Jast.orn' i.oII.egtt ~tir.op-.olitan iabtrnadt. 
Statement of Receipts from Jmu, 20tli to July 19tli, 1879. 

)lr . .T. :r.uck 
:Mr. Redgate .. 
Mr. W. P. Rampton 
Mr. C. E. Webb .. . 
:Yrs. R. Haldane .. . 
Mr. H. H. Balne .. . 
:ltrs. Tidswell ... 
Bank N'ote, 98--c 8(;831 
)Jrs. De Kavanagh 
Mrs. Priest:ma.n .. . 
Miss R. Johnson .. . 
Mr. F. W. Lloyd ••. 
Mr. W. Mills ... 
The Misses Dransfield 
Mr. Bowker's Class 
Mr. J. Green 
:!l[r. Blundstone 
:.\lr. J. G. Ho.ll ... ... ... 
Mr. Joseph Tritton ... . .. 
A Thankoffering from the Xorth 
'.Yr. J. Davies 

£ s. d. 
10 10 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 
o H 0 
0 10 C, 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 

15 0 0 
2 0 

0 0 
l O 
0 0 

Dr. Beilby .. ... 
A F1:i.end, Leicester 
G. and M. Miller 
Mrs. Salmon 
Miss Turnbull 
Mr. E. Walker ... .. . 
Mrs. M. G. R. Chapman .. . 
Rev. G. H. Rouse, Calcutta 
Mr. L. G. Marshall 
Mrs. M. Hadfield .. . 
Mr. John Hosie .. . 
Mr. William Olney ... 
lllr. W. C. Mu1Tell, junior 
Mr. Toller ... ... 
Mr. Spriggs .. . .. . ... .. . ... 
Collected at Peckham Park Road, per 

Pastor H. Knee .. . ... .. . . .. 
Weekly Offerings at Met. Tnb~ June 22 

,, ,, " ,, ., 29 
Julv 6 

• 13 

£ s. cl. 
3 0 0 
0 10 (I 

O 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
l I 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
I 0 (I 

5 0 0 
0 5 0 
5 .; (I 

5 5 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 

6 0 0 
43 10 ! 
37 l 5 
56 8 10 
50 0 0 

E.G.M .... 
One willing to do more 
Mrs. )lacken.z:ie 

0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 O 
0 5 0 
l O 0 

£313 0 l 

jtorhfutll @rpganagt. 
Statement Pj Receipt, f,·om June 20tlt to J1tl!I 19th, 1879.' 

£ •· d. £ s. d. 
~ssWeelts ... 0 4 4 Mrs. Thomson 0 2 0 

Mr. Spriggs ... ... • •• 0 5 0 Mr. John Garland ... 0 6 
Selway I 0 0 F.A.S. 0 0 :Yr. J. T. Loveday, per )lr. 

Ch~;:ch 
... 

l'tU:;.:. :Miss)!. Wad<:; I 15 8 Collection at in Tree 
:Mrs. Walker I 1 0 House 0 0 

Every little helps 0 2 6 A Well-wish~~ II I 0 

::llr. and l\lrs. Ho~g l 0 0 Rev. E. H. Brown ... I 0 0 

)lr. William Pedley 2 2 0 Mr. H.J. Mansell ... 
,, 0 0 

).lr. Hobert Fergu:-5 5 0 0 Mr. J. ISeivw.-ight ... ... . .. I O 0 

:\1r. J-'. W. Lloyd 5 0 0 Mr. James D. Hay, Newark, X.J. :! 12 ;j 
... 

0 2 0 Mr. Duncan Ma.cphcrson ... II 10 II )In,. Roh~on 
)lrs. E. A. TunLridge 0 10 0 Mrs. !Jell I u 0 
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)ll•s. Pl'icAtmo.n . ... • .. 
)'.IR~tcr Holl . . . .. . . .. 
)lo.stet· John ~I. Blolby's Box 
)lrs, Mo.nsel'gh 
.Yi•• A. L. IJay ... 
A l?t·icnd in Annan 
)lr. John 0. Isao.c_ .. , 
1\[r, James Hamilton ... ... ... 
Service of Song by 0"1'ho.no.ge Choir, 

and Donations o.t Sithnghoumc ... 
Collected by lllrs. L. Fry ... 
Collectccl by lllrs. Dl'ip:in•ho.w 
Collected by Miss Walker 
Dr. Go.go Drown .. . 
)lrs. Mott ... ... ... ... ... 

£ •· d. 
0 111 0 
0 5 0 
0 13 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 O 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 

22 2 0 
1 19 0 
-: 12 6 
4 0 B 
l 1 o 
I O O 

A Country M~niRll'l" 
Mra. M. A. Mundy 
:MiBfi Fn.lconar ... 
Mre. Mnckcnzie 
Dr Doilby ... 
G. e,nd M. Miller 
Mrs. Salmon 
Miss Aldred ... 
B.H. ... . .. 
Mr. L. G. Marshall 
Mrs. Crichton 
)Ire. M. Scott .. . 
l\Irs. M. Harlfiel<l ... .. . 
:Miss M.A. Ilutlcrworth .. . 
Mr. John Ho~ie .. . 

401 

Collected by Mrs. Way, Downs Chapel, The Widow's 1Iitc ... ... . .. 

t., •· II. 
IJ 3 0 
1 1 0 
2 JO 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 n 
0 10 0 
0 2 r, 
I O O 
0 2 6 
I O 0 
I O 0 
0 3 0 
,; 0 0 
1 I 0 
0 5 0 
0 0 
,5 0 0 
1 10 0 
:1 1.; 6 
2 2 0 

Clo.pton ... ... 
)fr. W. M. Compton 
:Mr. J. D. Link 
:Mr. Candlel' ... 
)lr. Wilson .. . 
Mr. Ranlord .. . 
lll'. Al'mitage 
Mr. T. ~ummets 
)[r. Hellier ... 
Ml'. Joseph Tl'itton 
llughie and Cecil ,., 
A Y ork,hl re man ... .. . . .. 
A Thank-offering from the North 
., From ScotJand ,, ... ... ... • .. 
:First Quartedy Collection at :Boundary 

Lane Sunday School ... 
)l'rs. Ca.rtcr ... 
::llr. John Cook ... 
Rev. Thomas Curme ... 
Collected by Mrs. Mcnitt 
A Friend in Liverpool 
:Mr. C. Pearson .. . 
)fr. and Mrs. Luff .. . 
){iss Turnbull 
Mi's. Sangster ... .. . 
Rev. G. H. Rouse, Calcutta. 
l1r. D. Bainbridge ... ... ... . .. 
.A. Whatley . .. .. . ... . .. . .. 
Stamps, per Editor" Christian Herald" 
Donnalic ... 
~fr. W. Johnson 
W.A.M .. : ........ .. 
Readel's of the '' Christian Herald" 
11~., per Editor do. 
Mr. G. E. Chavman 

4· IS 6 
0 5 0 
5 5 0 
0 5 0 
O 10 CJ 
l O o 
0 10 0 
I o 0 
l 1 O 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 

0 15 6 
2 0 0 
I O 0 
l O o 
l 3 4 
0 2 6 
l O 
l o O 
0 JO 0 
O 10 6 
l o o 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 4 0 
9 16 9 
5 0 0 
0 2 6 

Executors or the late )lr. Beavis 
Mr. J. Gould ... ... 
Boxes at Tabernacle Oates 
Per Bankers ... 

Per Mr. Charlesworth:-
J. S. Smithson 
Ml'. E. Walker 
Mr. King .. . 
Mrs. Staples .. . 
Mr. Baines ... ... . .. 
Sunday-School, :Sew :Bushey 
Infant Practising 8chool, 

Stockwell ... ... ... 
Snlo of Orphanage Tract.. 

Annual Subscriptio11s :

Mr. James IIorton ... 
llrs. Davies ... 
Mr. Harding 

Per F. R. T.
Mr. Jonas Smith 
Mrs. Smith ... 
Miss Smith ... .. . 
Miss Emily Smith .. . 
Mr. J. Thoday 
lliiss King ... .. . 
Mr. Kearsley .. . 
Mr. W. C. Pa1·kinson 
Mrs. Parkinson .. . 
Miss E. Johnson .. . 

5 0 0 
3 3 0 
I O O 
0 JO 0 
0 3 3 
2 15 O 

I O 0 
I O O 

0 5 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

l-1, 11 3 

1 1 0 
I O 0 
I 1 0 

2 JO 0 

£1,9 S 9 

List of P,·escnts, per Mr. Cha,·lesworth :-Pnov1s1oxs.-A Sack of Flour, l\Ir. Litt!ebor, per lli. 
,Tames Withers· 240 Eggs, Janet Ward; Dakin~ Powder, Messrs. Freeman and Hiluyaxd; 300 Oranges, 
Mr. J. E. Saunders; 2 Boxes Town Biscuits, 3 fus Fancy Ditto, Messrs. Peek, Frean, and Co. ; some 
Vegetnblcs, Mr. Parker; several supplies of Rhu~arb Mr. Higgs and lli. Murrell. 

CL01'111NG, &c.-60 Flannel Shirts, the Misses Dransfi.eld; SO ditto, "Wynne Road," per l\Irs. Pearce; 
S ditto," Northampton," per Dr. A. Jones; 252 Handkerchiefs, Miss Winslow; 6 ditto and 6 Shirta, 
Mrs._ Garratt; 12 Shirts and 9 PaiJ.·s Socks, Mrs. J. Brown; 2 Shirts nnd 1 Pair Socks," Scot!Jl.nd"; 
6 Swts Boys' Clothes, Mr. Bw-gess; a Parcel of Clothing, Mr. G. Emery; a Parcel of Cloth Remnants, 
llr. Eden. 

Su,rnnrns.-12 Hymn Books for :Boys, l\Iiss Butcher• 20 Brushes and some Pieces of Wash Le!Lther, 
&c., Mr. Spratley; 4 Bibles, Trin.itarian Bible Society;' some Cricketing Material, Mr. Frowu; 4 la.rge 
Terrn Cotta. Vases, l\Iessrs. Stiff ctnd Sons. 

Fon BAz.\An AND SALF. Roo,1.-Parcels received from lllr. G. :ll. Phillips, l\Ir. Gcthing, )Irs. Gloag, 
l\Irs. Reeves, Mrs. Seaman, Mr. Facey, l\Iiss Copping; Sundry Articles a.nd Small Parcels," .A.non." 

~ids' ®rp~ann:gt .. 
Statement of Receiptsj,·ain J11ne 20th to J1dy 19tlt, 1S79. 

l\Iiss Fawcett ... 
For Deo.con~' House 
.r. D. C. 
1-'.K.K. ... ... ... 
A l,1-iend at Communion ... 
Miss Spliedt ... 

£ s. d. 
1 1 0 

100 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 O 
1 0 0 

W.B ......... . 
S. and N. "l>u,;t, oh!" 
T. A.... ... 
Mr. Chnrlcs Clark 
Miss A. Descroi.'< ... 
A Friend, per Mr. Perkins. 

28 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 

10 0 lJ 
0 ;; 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 

20 0 0 
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Given nt. Pr•~·N· M""ting, June IIS 
Mr. W,•.,kly... ... ... . .. 
Mr,;. Wr,•k!\· 
:!lfr. Andre"' Hosg 
E.l\L. ... 
Mn<. Jane Pilober. 
A Fne11d 
lllr. John Sarjeant .. . 
Mrs. E. Hnlliwell ... .. . 
N,'1licand M1ll,el Sncret .. . 
RcY. E H. Bro=... ... . .. 
Mrs. M. ,J. Robertson A.ikmnn ... ... 
I. C. K., part tithe of favourable 

SJ)C"C'ulntion .. . 
Mr. ,loh'l Mnmby ... . .. 
Dr. Yn~ &lruC'ren. Rangoon 
)lr,. ELizR Fcrncll .. . .. . 
:\lr. John Campbell 
~·rmou l{(>o.ders . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Dr. :Shnc-p, proceeds of tract on Revival 

Work in ,vu.1es ... 
Mr. Thom"" R. ... 
:\lr. Charles Carter ... 
:\I1ss Ma.ry Mack Wall ... ... 
)! '"" Bruce, wedaing gil't .. . 
)h~ lk:.::croix. the.nkoffcring 
~t.uu1ps from London ... 
:Stamps from Sunderland . 

:t •· d. 
l O () 
0 10 ll 
0 10 ll 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 

10 10 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
l O O 
5 0 0 

5 0 0 
0 2 6 
5 2 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 

Anonymous, per Rev . .J. A. Spurgeon 
lllr. J. Dunlop ... ... ... . .. 
_\. Friend from the Country, per Mr. J. 

T. Dunn ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0 
Yr. Win!!Utc, per Mr. J. T. Dunn O 10 O 
,,,_._ Andrew Dunn... ... 50 G 0 
lli~s Lewin ... o 5 

1 
6 

10 

).[is,; Fnr:mer... ... ... 0 
A Friend, per Miss J eph.s . .. 0 
Anonymous, per Mr. J. T. Dunn 0 
Stamps ... ... 0 3 

5 
0 
5 

10 

Tu. and Mrs. Clark O 
Mrs. Dodwell 0 
){iss Dodwell O 
Miss E. Wu.tts 6 
llrs. Raybould o 0 

10 
10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
0 
0 

10 
5 
0 

Tu. ·wadland ... ... ... 0 
A Feather from a New Bonnet... 0 
llrs. Healy .. . 0 
~a~ ... o 
Mrs. Mo:cnery ... ... ... o 
Mrs. Leeson and four little girls 0 
:Mr. Joseph Tritton... O 
S. S. Ab~olum ... ... •- 0 
Part of a Tenth from the Country 0 
::11.rs. GTecnficld 0 
A "'f oung Friend . .. O 
M,ii;s Ele.anor llrolrn. 0 
Lll.L ... O 
... In11srnuch ,. 0 5 

0 
5 
0 
2 

Mr. ,John Green 0 
lL W., L-iccby ... ... ... 0 
In llcrnury of a Darling Daughter 0 
.\lr. W. J. Smith ... ... ... 0 
Mr. Henderson, per Dr. Sharp; as 

acknowle<l.~L-d in .. Sword and Trowel,,, 
April, )Hi;! 

Mr. D. Mdluish, proce;ii;; of .. Sale •~c 
Gooscl>erries 

ll. 
)li1-s Roberts... . .. 
!Iii,, Clara E. Berry 
~- Xo Xa.me 11 

Mr. A. Darby 
T.L. W. . .. 
:Mr. H. Liobstcin 
C. ll.Il. . .. 
Mr. J. IS. Potier •
lf.r. and M.r~. J ack50n 
)Ir. l'. 8. Clnld 
.E. IJ .... 
-~ Frie11d 
lire. Allen ... 

0 0 

0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 l O 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 

IS 15 o 
3 0 0 
0 10 U 

50 n o 
I O O 

2U O ll 
II JO 0 
0 5 IJ 
l l 1 

Rev. R. J. Dl"('r ... 
Mr. Josoph Uell ... 

:~~J!1,~~n;~~•~ 
l,riends nt Greenwich 
Mrs. J. 0. Coopor .. . 
Mr. Jose1ih Sadler .. . 
Mrs. Lydia Morgan 
A Working Man ... 
•r.H.C. ... . .. 
Mr. C. J. P~dgett ... 
!lh-. Cbas. King .. . 
Mr. John Roberts .. . 
J.H. ... . .. 
Mrs. Shaddock 
Mr. W. !lean 
Cnrolinc '\\.,.a.tson 
Mrs. Mcnitt 
C. S., Edinbw-gh 

£ •· d. 
0 6 O 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
3 0 11 
0 2 II 
0 0 0 
l O 0 
2 2 0 
l O 0 
l O O 
6 0 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
5 5 0 
l 10 II 
0 JO 0 
0 3 U 
0 10 0 

w.n. .. ............ . 
5 0 0 
O 2 o 
0 10 0 
0 4 6 

A ~!ember of the Church of Englnn<l .. . 
An Orphnn ... ... ... 
One willing tu do more ... 
Mrs. au,l the Misses Kemp 
M. nndE. ... . .. 
Mr. George Co.rse ... 
Mr. nnd Mrs. Penny , .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mamhnm ... 
E.H.J. .. . 
Miss Poa.tc ... ... • .. 
An Earnest Well-wisher ... . .. 
A Const:i.ut Reader of the Sermons 
:llr. W. D. Potts ... 
Miss Lizzie .Brownlie 
Miss Annie Buswell 
Mr. Barry E. Conway 
Mr. Sangster ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Luff ... 
G. andM. ... . .. 
Mrs. M. P. Townsen<l 
The Hon. Mr~. 'l'ucker -· ... 
A Few F1:icnds in Long Preston 
Mrs. Ritchie 
Miss H. Michell 
Mrs. Halket ... 
A. Lover of Jesus 
E. Lacey ... ... 
Mrs. H. M. Gra.nge 
)lr. William llnrlow 
Mr. M. 0. Hewat .. . 
F. E. S. ... .. . 
Mrs. Mary Ewart .. . 
Miss Way ... 
Mrs. Dowes ... 
Ashford 
JII..E.A. ... . .. 
Mr. Alfred Tyrrell ... 
Miss Mary Purdon .. 
Mrs. Milligllll ... 
A Widow's Mite, Poole 
:s.C. R. ... .. 
Mr. 'l'homas Smith .. . 
Mrs. S. H. Brown .. . 
J.E. . .. 
Itcv. W. Osborne ... 
Mrs. Bult ... . .. 
A Believer in J CRus 
V. S. ... . .. 
Miijfl }('alcona.r .•. 
Mrs. Charle• l:lcwick 
R.Campbell .. 
Wychbold ... 
J. .. . 
E.W ...... . 
G. and M. Miller ... ... . .. 
Throe children of Mr. Doulsher .. , 
'l'hree friends 
!lliss Hobbs... ... ... ... 
A friend, per Rev. C. II. Spurgeon 
Mr. Wit.it,, 
E. JI .... 

0 5 0 
. .. 10 0 0 
. .. 100 0 0 

2 2 a 
10 0 0 
10 6 O 
2 0 0 
0 5 II 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
l O o 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 I 0 
5 0 0 

100 O 0 
0 10 6 
5 0 0 
1 1 o 
l O 0 
I o o 
0 8 6 
1 0 0 

lU O 0 
6 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 l 0 
2 2 0 
l O 0 
2 0 0 

... 0 5 0 

... lOU O O 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
l 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 O 0 
2 0 G 
0 5 0 
2 10 0 
0 10 0 
O 2 0 
0 5 0 
O 2 6 
O 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 0 
0 6 0 
2 II 0 
I O O 
0 5 0 
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1,:.A. V, ... 
C.M.A. W,... ... . .. 
~lr. nn<I Mi's, l\lcltlnnon ... 
:Iii.as A. Ducha.nnn 
M1·. Dtmcn.n Ji'orbcs 
Mr. Ororgo JinA"CY ... 
Mr. M. C. Hardy ... 
)liss J 11J1e Dobeon .. . 
Ml'. W. Ma.xwcll .. . 

,Mr. Robert Ryma.n,.. 
Mr. R. La.w ... 
Miss Gough... ... 
Mr. Philip De.vies... ... 
George and Eliza.both Kirby 
Mother ... ... ... 
Mr. D. McLachlan 
Dr. l'. H. Sp.mcer 
Mr. Thomas Milward 
A.D. H. .. . .. 
llfr. John Pillow ... 
Jllr. S. S. Blackmore ... 
Collected by Mr. E. Turner 
A Poor Hoo.l'cr, E.C. 
Mrs. S. Struthere .. . 
Amicus ... ... ... . .. 

&:IT:c~d ~'jgd~h 1.£~;'{0·~· G~ .. 
Nehemiah viii. 10 ... 
Mr. M. Stewart 
W.G ......... . 
Miss Mary Jenkins ... 
A Reader of the Sermons 
·r. c.... ... 
:llrs. S. Wood 
Mrs. Gordon 
:11r. S. Iwca.ry 
I. M. ... ... ... 
Mi6S E. ll. O'Leary 
L.:F. ... ... .. . 
Rev. N. Wilkinson .. . 
Mr. John Prcshwater 
Miss C. A. Ila.vies .. . 
Mrs. S. Fulcher .. . 
Collected by J. B. ... ... . .. 
Collected by M.iss E. C. Spurdens 
Collected by Ml'. John Bamcs ... 
S.B. ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. Cory, J.P .... 
Mr. R. Oory, Jun. 
Mr. W. H. Thomas 

£ •· d. 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
2 0 O 
I I O 

JO O O 
10 0 0 
2 2 O 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

10 O 0 
0 3 4 
0 5 0 

.. 50 0 o 
0 0 
0 2 6 
2 0 0 

... 2 2 0 

... 100 O 0 
0 6 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
2 0 0 
8 10 0 
6 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 3 0 
1 l O 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
I O O 
1 0 0 

20 0 O 
2 0 O 
5 n o 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
l O o 
l O 0 
1 0 0 
l A 0 
l O 0 
l l 0 
0 15 0 
0 2 0 

50 0 0 
50 0 0 

Rev. Alfred Tilly .. . ... 
Mr. McKaig and Friends, per ~ 

Gilbert ... ... . .. 

l I 0 
l l 0 

Mr•. C. W. Bull ... 
Mr. James Moss ... .. . 
A Sinner saved by Grace .. . 
S. Sha.ii ... ... ... ... . .. 
A Header of the " Christian Hero.Id" ... 
A Fumily of five ... 
'fhe Misses Olrlile ... 
:Mr. Thomo.s F. Inskip 
::\u·. J. Light bound ... 
A Fa.rmer ... 
llfr. G. Nowell 
Mrs. H. Kecvil 
Mr. David Po.rk 
Emma ... 
'fwo Friends . . . . . . . .. 
l:ltll.lDps from Murket Drayton ... 
A l:le,:mon Reader... .. . .. . 
FromBognor 
Mrs. Jee ... ... ... 
Miss lll. Gooding .. . .. . 
Mr. and M,:s. Patterson ... 
M.G.C .... 
Mr. John Briers 
Mias Tu.l'nbull 
lllr. C. Peu,:sou .. . .. . 
l\frs. M. G. R. Cba.pma.n .. . 
RT ............ . 
Prom Bel<lcy Heath 

0 15 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 I 0 
6 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 

Collected by Jllr. Joseph Corbcn 
Mrs. R. Smith .. . .. . ... 
E. E .... 
A. Whatley 
In Loving ··Rem~~bra~~o of Dear 

Caroline ... . .. 
Mr. William Crawford 
Mr. A. Dewn.r 
Mrs. Turnbull 
Miss Nunn 
]\[iss M. Brown 
M.W. .. ......... . 
Walter, Lily, Hngh, and Bertie 
Mr. E. Webb ... . . 
Ml'. Robert Roni .. . 
Mr. R. It. Thompson 
}Irs. Dale ... ... 
Mr. C. Butcher 
Miss E. Turner 
G. Hearn ... 
Mr. C. Adlem ... .. . .. . .. . 
Mr. M. A. Lisle, per lli. R. Cory, Jun. 
'l'wo Sermon Beader-s ... ... . .. 
Mr. Thomas Stt>kell 
Mr. 'f. B. Maddox ... 
E.M... .. 
Mr. A. Do.llard ... ... 
Scotch N ates from Lana.rk 
A Small Token of Gratitude 
Mrs Walker ... ... ... ... 
F, om I .ittlc CaroEne, now with J csus .. 
Mr. J. Saunders .. . 
Mr. E. Ha.nkinson .. . 
Mrs. A. C. Watson .. . 
.Mr. George Norton .. . 
Mr. a.nd .\lrs. Sutclilfo 
E. F., a Reader of t.h~- "c·~·isti~~ 

Herald,, ... 
Mr. ,John Hosie 
Mr. Henry Childs 
Mr. A. Stewart 
Mr. A. Seard 
W.B.... ... ... ... .. 
A few Friends, per Mr. Hassell... 
Mr. Henry EllStJDan, per ~Ir. Dote 
.!,lr. Hadnutt, per Mrs. E..-.lllS 
,lir. William ~mith ... . .. 

Da.zaat Receipts, June 19th :-
W. C. Mu.rrell's stall ... H O O 
Misses Higgs (Orphanage 

stall) ... ... 
Sunday School stall 
The Mi:-seR Crumpton 
Mr;;. Clayton 
i\liss Brooks .. . 
i\lr. !Jurtlctt .. . 
:\l.r. Goldstone ... ... 
Messrs. Huck.le aud Wool! 
l\liss [ vemu.y 
Mrs. l:vuns ... 

Paid for Dirlliday Books ... 

23 8 
IS l 6 
13 IS 0 

3 0 l 
-l I G 
9 11 3 

~-l 5 6 
13 2 5 
S 13 0 

11 0 6 

li2 17 5 
22 9 0 

150 S 5 
5-1, 0 0 

£ s. d. 
l G o 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 5 0 

010 0 
0 JO 0 
f) r. 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 o 
0 8 0 
0 t.J 0 
0 5 0 
l O u 
0 2 ,; 
0 2 ,; 
1 () " 
8 0 0 
0 ;) IJ 
0 l<J 0 
0 4 u 

10 0 0 
0 2 o 
0 6 0 
0 3 ,; 
O I O 
I O 0 
2 0 0 
O l (I 
I r. 0 
0 5 0 
l O 0 
5 0 O 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 

0 0 
I o O 

lU O 0 
0 2 0 
I 0 0 
2 0 0 
U JO 0 
I o O 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 

Refreshment Stall,Junc !Dth 

Mr. Somerville 
Mr.S.... ... .. . 
Mrs. Hopkins .. . 
Mrs. W. Raybould 
M. R.irh 
Mrs. Bennett 
Mal'tba Hudson ... ... 
Lucky lllouey . .. . .. 
In College Otl'ering Box ... 
A Friend 

--- 20¾ 8 5 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 .i 0 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
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~o-Ipodagt issochdiau. 
to Jillg 19th, 1879. Statement of lleccipts /1·01,i J1me 20th 

£ s. d. 
Subsr,·iptions mid Dountions for Districts :- Mr. Sexton 

WorC<'Stcr C'-0lport<lge Association 40 0 O Mr. Dr,dgo 
1 0 0 £ e. d. 
l l 0 

Cindcrf .. rd Di>trict ... 12 Q O Mr. M11ck 1 l o 
Es-ex <'ongrc,gational t:nion 10 o 0 
Pn.•.--ton Dishict ... 10 0 O 
1kt'. tJ. H. DaTit"~.. 2 10 0 
Leaminl!'lon Di~hict, 10 O O 
lln<llei!'h Dist1iet ... ... 10 0 0 
~uffolk C'ongrcgutionnl Lnion ... ... 10 O O 
Eu~t Devon C'-0lportagc A~oocin.tion, fol" 

Oth•ry St ~lnry ... ... ... ... 10 0 0 
)lut.lock Di•t1ict ... ... 10 O 0 
..J. C\lry. E,.;.q,. Castleton ... 10 0 O 
~outbsr11 A:--..~ocinCon ... ... S5 O 0 
R. Co,·)·, Jun., Esq., for Ca1·dif{ ... 10 O O 
""W. R . .'· for Ridding,; ... i 10 O 
<'hippi11!' Xort-011 District... ... ... 7 10 0 
Youni, Lad.ics Ilibk Class (Mr. Charles-

worth's) ... ... . .. ,. ... 
futbornc Db.trict .. . 

6 0 0 
i ID 0 

n·11.,·erford:we,"t District ... 
<:ambrid~c..-..hirc Association, tci~- llad: 211 o o 

d~nhu.m ... . .. •.. 10 0 0 
Chippenham District ... ... ... 10 0 O 
Gloucester and Hereford Association, 

for Ross 
Rily! District ... ... . •• 
:Yrs. Allison's Class, for Crawley 

7 10 0 
10 0 0 
6 2 3 

£290 12 3 

Subscriptio,as and Dou11tious to tlu General 
Fuud. 

A.E.H. 
R. E.... .. 
~r. H. Barrett .. . 
C. F. Allison, Esq. ... . .. 
::llr. Cockerill, per Mr. Pearce 
Mr. S. R. Pearce .. . 
E. B, Quurterly .. . 

Per Mr. Llewellyn:
Jlr. Startin ... 
G.J.l. 
]'. G .... 
G.E ..•• 

I 0 
0 6 
0 6 
0 10 0 

£ s. d. 
u l o 
I 10 0 
0 1(1 0 
5 0 0 
l O 0 
I l 0 

25 0 O 

Willinm F. Whittle ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. Passmore, Jun. ... ... ... 
Messrs. Passmore and Alabnstc1· (special) 
Mr. J. 'f. Olney ... ... . .. 
Friend Downton, per Mr. Mizcn 
Mr. E. ltussell .. . 
W. He.t·rison, Esq ... . 
Mrs. E. H. Tucker .. . 
llich.nrd May, Esq ... . 
The Hon. A. ~I. Aitken 
Thonu\s Drnkc, Esq. ... 
Mes,r•. S. W. P,irt,-idge & Co. 
Mr. E. J P11go .. . .. 
Mr. W. E. R. Hoskin 
Mr. George Whlto ... 
T.A. ... ... . .. 

~: k b~r II. __ ':· c~_r 
Mrs. R. Bnll... ... ... . .. 
Mr. John Melrose (second donation) 
Mr. Thomas R-... ... ... . .. 
Dr. V nn Somercn,"Rangoon .. . .. 
Mr. Jo.mes B. H11y.Newo.rk,NewJersey 
W. G. l\[cGreger, E~q. ... ... . .. 
.Mrs. Newell, copies of "The Conse-

crated Life 11-value ... ... . .. 
Mr. E. Russell 
C.llf.R. .. . .. 
A ~'riend, Leicester ... 
Rev. G. B. Rouse, Calcutta 
G. and M. Miller .•. 
Mr~ Salmon .. 
Miss Turnbull ... 
Mr. Edmund Walker 
Mr. L. G. Mo.rsha.ll 
Mr. W. C. Murrell ... 
Mrs. John Olney 
Mr. Rlundstone 
Mr. Sp,iggs ... 
J.K .... 

5 3 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

10 O 0 
1 l 0 
l 0 0 
l 0 0 
1 l 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
1 l 0 
l l 0 
2 2 0 
0 6 0 
l 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
l 0 0 
0 4 0 

10 0 0 
6 0 0 
/j 0 0 

10 0 0 
l l 0 

0 18 0 
10 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
l 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
O 10 0 
l 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 

£121 9 6 

jorldJZ .of @fnmgelists. 
Stat~mPttt t1f Receipt, from J11111,e 20tl,. t,, July l9tl,, 1879. 

·T. A..... ... .. 
Mr. John C. Isaac •.• 
::Ur. ·rtJOmas It. ... . .. 
Dr. \a.11 &.mcren. U.o.nc,"'OOn 
From Scot:Ltnd . .. ... . .. 
Colleetion• at South Parade, Leeds 
:Ur. Ediuund Walker .. . 
:Urs . .ll. G. R. Ch•pman .. . 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
2 O 0 
6 0 0 
;, 0 0 
l O O 

21 8 10 
1 I 0 
5 0 0 

£ s. d. 
Per Rev. J. Hillman:-

Baptist Churoh, York ... 10 0 0 
Bapwt Church, Gildersome 5 O O 

15 0 0 
~1r. L. G. Marshall O 10 0 
E. '1, ... l 8 0 

£58 9 10 

p,.;,,.11,d,8 sending p1·eSB1tt& to tlVi Orpkanage are earnestly reque,ted to let tlteir 
11.a-,,w, or initials accompany tke same, 01· roe cann11t pr11pc1·ly ack1u11vledge tkem; a1id 
a/,su to m·ite Mr. Spurgeon ·if 1w acluwrvledgmeiit is settt 1vithiii a n;cck. 

::iuhscriptimu 1vill be tltankfully receiv"d hy C. li: Spurge,ni, Niglttingal,e Lane, 
Balltam. Slwuld any su111s be u,i,ack,,w,vle~ged i.n tkis li11t,f1·icnds wr,, requested t11 
,,-,·ite at once to Mr. Sp11,-geo1t. Poxt U1!,cc Order& slwu{d, be 111ad,~ payable at tlte 
l'Jt-i,,f Office, Lo,,dun, to C. H. ¥lll"!IClln. 





THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

SEPTEMBER, 1879. 

iitttd!? ~auti.01rn. 
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE TABERNACLE PRAYER JIEETING, 

BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

E have great reason to bless God for the rich mercies we have 
enjoyed as a church and people for many years, in the 
unity of the brotherhood, the zeal of the workers, the 
number of conversions, the success of all our enterprises, 
and the growth of the whole body. It is on my heart to 

say a word upon another subject-a subject which presses heavily upon 
my heart. I beseech you, by the mercies of God, and by the love of 
Christ Jesus, your Lord, that as members of this church you do 
nothing which would grieve the Spirit of God, and cause him to de
part from among us. Remember how Israel suffered defeat because 
of Achan. One man only, and one family only, had broken the divine 
rnle, but that sufficed to trouble the whole camp. Achan bad taken of 
the accursed thing and hid it in his tent, and all Israel had to suffer 
defeat because thereof; how much more may a people suffer if sin be
come general among them and is allowed to walk abroad nnrebuked. 
At this time I am greatly mistaken if the church of God is not suffering 
grievously from Lhe sin of its own members, sin in its own midst. 

As I look abroad I am grieved and have /!reat heaviness of spirit at 
what I see among professing Christians, not here and th~re, b~1~ alm?st 
ererywhere. Many Christians nowadays do not order thell" families with 
godly discipline as becometh saints. I am thunderstruck to hear of 
Christian men who allow their sons to drink, to keep late hours, and 
even to swear, while their daughters are dre~sed as gaudily as ~he gayest 
of the gay. It grieves me that some professors have no family I?rayer, 
and have no command over their children whatever, but seem as 1f they 
thought that the duty of a father was to let his children have their own 
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way in all _things, and make him their slave. We have too many of the 
race of Eh, who perhaps say, "Do not so," but exerci!1e no authority, 
and put no real check upon the sins of their sons. This is a great 
source of evil. The Lord said, " I know Abraham that he will com
mand his children and his household after him," and where households 
are not ordered aright we cannot expect that the Lord will show special 
fa.our to the parents. A husband is the king of his household, and if 
he allows everything to be in a state of anarchy he must blame himself 
in some measure. A husband cannot always govern his wife, for here 
and there a Jezebel is to he met with, but there are certain things 
which he should never permit in her if he be a Christian man, and if he 
fails in -his duty of preventing and forbidding sin God will certainly 
,isit him for it. In ourselves, and in our partners, children, or servants, 
e.ils are not to be winked at, but put down with a strong hand. May 
God grant us wisdom and strength of mind to discharge our duty at 
home! To show piety at home is to show real piety. Time was when 
there was not a professing family without family prayer, but now there 
are scores in which it is never offered. You can some of you remember 
that, if your father was absent on business, your mother carried on the 
daily sacrifice; and when mother was sick there was found a boy or 
girl who would read the Scriptures and pray, so that the holy fire was 
not allowed to go out. If there be no gathering together for prayer in 
the morning bow can we expect to be prospered in the duties of the 
day? If there be no meeting for prayer at night how can we expect 
the Lord to guard the tents of Jacob through the night watches? If 
prayer be neglected in our families, how can we hope to see its spirit 
pervading our churches? 

Another very serious matter concerns the amusements of professing 
Christians. I see it publicly stated by men who call themselves Christ
ians that it would be advisable for Christians to frequent the theatre, 
that the character of the drama might be raised. The suggestion is 
about as sensible as if we were bidden to pour a bottle of lavender water 
into the great sewer to improve its aroma. If the church is to imi~ate 
the world, in order to raise its tone, things have strangely altered smce 
the day when our Lord said, "Come ye out from among them, and 
touch not the unclean thing." Is heaven to descend to the infernal 
lake to raise its tone ? Such has been the moral condition of 
the theatre for many a year that it has become too bad for mendi1;1g, 
and even if it were mended it would corrupt again. Pass by it with 
averted gaze, the house of the strange woman is there .. It has not been 
my lot ever to enter a theatre during the performance of a play, but I 
have seen enough when I have come home from distant journeys at 
night, while riding past the play-houses, to make me pray that our sons 
and daughters may never go within the doors. It must be a str_ange 
school for virtue which attracts the harlot and the debauchee. It 1s no 
place for a Christian, for it is best appreciated by the irreligious and 
worldly. If our church members fall into the habit of frequenting the 
theatre, we shall soon have them going much further in the directio~ of 
vice, and they will lose all relish for the ways of God. 'l'heatre-gomg 
if it become general among professing Christians will soon prove the 
death of piety. One finds the taste for such things increasing on all 
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bonds, insomuch that wp, cannot enter places of entertainment once 
dedicated to science and art without finding ourselves before long in the 
presence of something like a theatrical performance. I do not doubt 
that these things, which may be in themselves harmless enough, have 
tended to create and foster the taste which leads ultimately to the 
theatre and its surroundings. Who can suppose amusements surrounded 
with the seductions of vice to be fit recreation for a pure mind? 
Who could draw near to God after sitting to admire the performances 
of a wanton woman, and I am told that some who have dazzled 
London society are such. When manners are growing every day more 
lax and licentious, shall the Nonconformists of England cease from 
their godly protests and lower the standard of their lives? 1f they do 
so their spiritual power is departed, and their reason for existence is 
gone. If there P-ver could be a time when Christians might relax their 
rigidity, it surely is not now when the very air is tainted with pollution 
and our streets ring with the newsboys' cries vending filthy papers and 
abominable prints. It is sad to hear how people talk about acts of sin 
nowadays; how young men and women without blushing talk of deeds 
which deprave and destroy, as though they were trifles, or themes for 
jests. It is a thousand pities that the ends of justice should require 
the publishing of unsavoury details. I suppose there are grave ob
jections to certain cases being heard more privately, otherwise it would 
assuredly be better for public morals. As for those who not only com
mit lewdness, but take pleasure in those who do it,-" Oh, my soul, 
come not thou into their secret." My heart often cries, '' Oh, that I 
had the wings of a dove, that I might fly away and be at rest." It will, 
indeed, be ill for the church of God if her members should become im
pure. In these days we must be doubly strict, lest any looseness of 
conduct should come in among us. Actual sin must be repressed with 
a strong hand, but even the appearance of evil must be avoided. 

My dear brethren and sisters, be ye pure; whatever yon are not, be 
pure in heart, and lip, and life. Never indulge an evil imagination, 
much less speak that which is unclean: let it not once be named 
among you as becometh saints. A lascivious glance, a donbtful word, 
a questionable act must be earnestly avoided; anything and every
thing that verges upon the unchaste must he eschewed. Only the 
pure in heart shall see God. We are all subject to human passions, 
and this wretched flesh of ours is all too easily fascinated by those 
who would minister to its indulgences, and before we know where we 
are the soul is led into captivity. Watch unto prayer; watch especially 
in these evil days. Cry," Lead us not into temptation," and if the prayer 
be sincere you will keep far from doubtful haunts. Mat,e a covenant 
with your eyes that you will not look upon that which pollutes, and stop 
your ears from hearing of licentiousness. Pray God to keep y_onr heart 
pure and holy. Watch your lips lest they spread corruption wht:n 
speaking of sin. I do not fear so much your going into gross open s~n 
as your doing that which will take you a little way upo~ the r?al~ to it. 
I think it is Augustine who tells a story of n yo~ng friend of his w~o 
had the greatest horror of everything connected with the Roman amphi
theatre. A heathen friend tried to persuade him to enter ~he 901osseurn, 
and as he was very hard pressed and was under some obhgat1on to that 
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friend he determined to go just once, but to keep his eyes Rnd ears 
clo!!ed all the time. It would seem to be a very small ri~k to sit there 
11.f! one who was blind and deaf, but in the middle of the sports the 
people so loudly applauded a certain gladiator who had pleased them 
t.hat he opened his eyes and ears to discover what it was all about. 
From that moment he was spell-bound ; he looked on, and enjoyed the 
sight, nnd t.hough before he could not bear the very mention of it, he 
re.me et lest to be a regular frequenter of the cruel sports, and a defender 
of them, and after a short time he abandoned his profession of Chris
tianity. Beware of the leaven of worldly pleasure, for its working is 
silent but sure, and a little of it will leaven the whole lump. 

Keep op the distinction between a Christian and an unbeliever and 
make it clearer every day. Have you never heard of the minister who 
complained of the devil for running off with one of his church-members? 
The fiend replied, " I found him on my premises, and therefore I 
claimed him." I, also, may say, "Stop!" to the arch-deceiver, but it 
will be of no nse if he finds you in his domains. Every fowler claims 
the bird which he finds in his own net. This is the argument,, " I 
canght him in my net, and therefore he is mine." We shall in vain try 
to dispute this right of property with the arch-enemy, for possession is 
nine points of the law. 

A void the appearance of evil. " But we must not be too rigid," says 
one. There is no fear of that in these days. You will never go too far 
in holiness, nor become too like your Lord J esns. If anybody accuses 
yon of being too strict and precise do not grieve, but try to deserve the 
char~e. I cannot suppose that at the last grent day our Lord Jesus 
Christ will 1,ay to anyone, "You were not worldly enough. You were 
too jealous over your conduct, and did not sufficiently conform to the 
world." No, my brethren, such a wrong is impossible. He who said 
•' Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect," has 
set before you a standard beyond which you can never go. 

"Well, bot," says one, " are we to have no enjoyments?" My 
dear friend, the enjoyments which are prepared for Christians are many 
and great, but they are not such as savour of sin and folly. Do you 
ce.11 vice and folly amusements? Then I do not grudge you your 
mirth. When I go down into the country J see the farmer's men 
carrying out great big pails of hog's-wash for the swine, and I never 
grudge them their dainty meal. I never protest against their having 
a full trough twice ornr. Bat do I partake with them? Not I. 
Not I! I have no taste that way. Do I therefore deny myself? 
Certainly not ! It never struck me that there was anything desirable 
in their rich mixture. I have no doubt that it has a fine flavour to the 
creatures for whom it is prepared; at least, it is very sensational, and 
eeems to be highly appreciated. So, when persons can enjoy the 
pleasures of the world and sin, let them have them : poor souls, they 
have nothincr else to enjoy, they have no paradise for their hereafter, 
they haven; Jesu's bosom to lean their heads upon for the present, 
let them have that which makes them happy while they can be so. 
But when I am talking to the children of God I adopt another tone, 
since for you these things have no charms if you have, indeed, tasLed 
the high delights of fellowship with God. 
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"But," say you, "I should greatly enjoy a little of the pleasures of 
sin." Judge yourselves, then, to be falsely called children of God. 
"He that is born of God doth not commit sin," hy which is not meant 
thr1t he does not fall into sins of infirmity, bat that it is not his deli~ht 
to commit sin, it is not the way of him, he is a new creature, and he 
finds his joy and pleasure in living as near to God as possible. 

" How far may we go in conformity to the world?" is a question 
that is frequently asked in men's hearts, if not in so many words. Have 
you never beard the story of a lady who wanted a coachman? Two or 
three called to see her about the situation, and, in answer to hee en
quiries, the first applicant said, "Yes, madam, yon could not have a 
better coachman than myself." She replied, '' How near do you think 
you could drive to danger without an accident?" "Madam, I could 
go within a yard of it, and yet you would be perfectly safe." "Very 
well," she said, "you will not suit me." The second one had beard 
the question upon which the other had been rejected, and therefore 
he was ready with his answer, "Danger! madam, why I could drive 
within a hair's breadth, and yet be perfectly safe." "Then you 
will not suit me at all." When number three came in, he was asked, 
"Are you a good driver?'' "Well," he replied, "I am careful and 
have never met with an accident." "But how near do yon think you could 
drive to danger?" "Madam," he said, "that is a thing I never tried, 
I always drive as far away from danger as ever I can." The lady at once 
replied, '' You are the kind of coachman I want, and I will engage you at 
once.'' Get such a coachman as that yourself, to guide your own heart, 
and lead yonr own character. Do not see how near yon can go tq sin, but see 
how far you can keep away from it. If you do not take that advice, 
and if the Spirit of God does not work in you purity of life, by-and-by 
the church will have to hold up its hands and say," Who would haie 
thought it? These were the nice young people of whom so much was 
expected; these were the good people who used to say,' You most not 
be too strict,' and where are they now?" To avoid the worst keep clear 
of the bad. 

As for your Lord's work, be bound to the altar of Christ and be 
united for ever to him, and I am sure if such be the case yon will not 
find that yon are losers by giving up worldly pleasures. The Lord's ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all bis paths are peace. There is a 
safe and sweet pleasantness in holy living, and the pleasantness lies very 
much in the fact that an abounding peace springs from it. God grant 
us grace to keep in these peaceful paths, even though others should 
<.:all us Puritans and ridicule our holy fear of sin. Amen. 
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J.ouI ~o-rk : its mtasurt anh m.otibt. 
A RHY1!1E FOR THIS PRESENT HOUR. 

'· Whatsoe¥er you may do, n·,wk it f1·om. the sot;L, as for the Lord, and not for 
men.'~-Col. iii. 23, lr-ilson's Empliat-ic Diaglott. 

·'~ow is the accepted time."-2 Cor. vi. 2. 

If you've any work in view, 
This, God's message, friend, to you

With all your soul now do it. 
If for God you've aught to say, 
Let there now be no delay, 

With all your soul now say it. 
If, as life is but a sieve, 
You have anything to give, 

With all your soul now give it. 
If your heart is brought to feel 
There's a wound you ought to heal, 

With all your soul now heal it. 
If you owe a debt of love, 
Cheerfully all pride above, 

With all your soul now pay it. 
If the Saviour you have slighted, 
With the world too much delighted, 

With all your soul now seek him. 
If your faith by Christ begotten, 
Feels some truth has been forgotten, 

With all your soul now grasp it. 
If the cross, as you grew older, 
You have shirked, as love grew colder, 

With all your soul embrace it. 
If to service for the Lord, 
You stand pledged by your own word, . 

With all your soul now serve him. 
If, through worldly toil and care, 
You have failed in secret prayer, 

With all your soul turn to it. 
If much truth you do inherit, 
Don't forget use shows its merit: 

With all your soul now use it. 
Something do, then, every day, 
Something near, not far away; 

With all your soul, too, do it. 
Do it bravely to the Lord, 
Leaning on his strength and word, 

With all your soul now do it. 

w. POOLE BALFERN, 
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DAUGHTER OF TIIE LATE REV. DA.VID CLARKSON. 

Given to the Church with whom she lived in Communion. 

My education has been very strict. The constant instruction and 
example of my parents had so earl_y an influence that it is 

hard to tell which was my first awakening. Ever since I can remP,mber 
anything of myself I have had frequent convictions of the danger of 
sin and an unregenerate state, attended with fears of the punishment 
due to it ; therefore I was desirous of an interest in Christ by whom I 
might be pardoned and saved from the wrath of God. Thi:! made me 
very fearful of omitting duties, or committing known sins; and though 
these convictions wore off, yet they often returned, and rendered me 
uneasy, unless I was praying, or learning Scripture, or something 
which I thought good. In these exercises I was well satisfied, though 
it was my happiness to be under the most careful inspection and j udi
cious helps for the informing of my judgment. 

Before I apprehended what it was to rely upon an all-sufficient Saviour 
for righteousness and strength, I remember my notion of things was 
this, that I was to hear, and pray, and keep the Sabbath, and avoid 
what I knew to be sin, and then I thought God was obliged to save me; 
that I did what I could, and so all that he required. And I further 
conceived, that if at any time I omitted secret prayer, or any other 
duty, yet if I repented it was sufficient ; and on this consideration I 
have often ventured upon the commission of sin, with a resolve to 
repent the next day; and then, having confessed the transgression, my 
conscience has been easy, and I have been well satisfied. Indeed, sin at 
that time was not burdensome. I truly desired that my sins might be 
pardoned, but thought the ways of religion hard ; and though I durst 
not live in the constant neglect of duty, yet I secretly wished that I had 
been under no obligation to perform it. Wlien I reflect on the thoughts 
and workings of my heart and affections in those times, and the con
fused apprehensions which I then had both of sin and grace, I am fully 
persuaded that, through grace, there is a real, and, in some measure, an 
universal change wrought in my soul. t 

After my father's death (June 14, 1686), I was reading one of his 
manuscripts, wherein bJth the object and nature of saving faith 
were described, and the great necessity of it pressed. The plain and 
clear definition there given of the saving act of faith, caused other 

"' We have reprinted this from a scarce little volume, entitled "An Abstract of the 
Gro.cious Dealings of God with severnl Eminent Christians in their Conversion and 
Sufferings, by Samuel Jnmes, M.A.," nnd we give it as a specimen of the manner in 
which persons gave in their experience when they joined a Christian church two 
hundred years ago. The rending has been sweet to our heart; may it be so to our 
readers. 

t A good rule for doubting Christians to judge of their state by, to look back and 
compo.re themselves with themselves, what they once were with what they now are, 
or o.t least aesire to be. If, on such n, review, wo crm say with the blind m,m, 
John ix. 26, "One thing I know, wherens I w11s blind, now I see," then we mrLy 
know that the Lord hns wrought a mirucle of grace upon us. 
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apprehensions of things than I had before. I then began to see how 
short I had come in all my performances, of that disposition of soul 
which the gospel called for, and how guilty I was while depending upon 
my own performances for acceptance with God, not casting myself 
wholly and alone upon Christ, and resting on his righteousness enti1·ely 
for pardon and justification. The concern of my mind was very great, 
that I had lived so long ignorant of those things which related to my 
eternal welfare. I was sensible the means and helps I had been favoured 
with, for improTement in knowledge, were beyond what are common, 
but I had refused instruction; the consideration of which was very 
terrible to my thoughts, fearing lest I had sinned beyond all hope of 
forgi-reness. 

But in the most discouraging apprehensions of my case, my heart was 
much enlarged in the confession of sin, and in bewailing my captivity 
to it, which was attended with earnest wrestlings with the Lord for 
pardoning and purifying grace. Those absolute promises in the thirty
sixth chapter of Ezekiel, of" a new heart and a right spirit," were my 
continual plea, together with Matthew v. 6, '' Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." I found 
longings and pantings of soul after that righteousness, and saw that it 
could only be received by faith ; this faith I earnestly begged, and I 
prayed the Lord to pardon that great sin of unbelief, which so provoked 
.-nd dishonoured him, and that he would by his own Spirit enable me to 
embrace Christ as freely held forth in the gospel. 

About this time I was much affected with the consideration of Christ's 
offices, as Prophet, Priest, and King. And though I durst not claim an 
interest in them, yet was often meditating upon them, admiring that 
infinite condescension which is manifested therein. I thought whatever 
my condition was in this world, yet if I might be under his powerful 
and effectual teachings as a Prophet, and have the- benefit of his 
atonement and intercession as a Priest, and be entirely subject to him 
in every faculty of my soul, as my Lord and King, then how satisfied 
and happy shoo.Id I be ! 

I was under these stra.gglia.gs a long time· before I came to any 
comfortable persuasion that I was accepted. Sins against light and 
love deeply wounded me, and the many aggravating circumstances 
which attended them, were so represented by Satan, that I could not 
tell bow to believe such iniquities as mine could be forgiven. But in 
the midst of these distressing thoughts, I found in that manuscript of 
my father's, that none but unworthy sinners who are empty of all good 
in themselves, were the objects of pardoning mercy, that the whole 
needed not the physician, but the sick. This encouraged me to plead 
with hope that the Lord would glorify the freeness of his own grace iu 
my salvation, and to urge that Christ called the weary and heavy laden 
to him with a promise of rest. (Matt. xi. 28.) 

I found my soul was extremely burdened with sin ; it appeared more 
exceeding sinful than ever before ; sins of thought, as well as words and 
actions, were then observed with sorrow and lamented before him. Yea, 
even the sins of my most holy thin~s, those sw_arrns of vain t~ough_ts 
and wanderings of heart and affect10ns, of which I was conscious m 
my sec:ret retirements, and my most solemn and close dealings with 
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God. In short, my own soul was my intolerable burden, which made 
me often question whether there were not more provoking sins in me 
than God usually pardons. 0 I found how every power and faculty 
was depraved, and that I could not do the good I would ! 

It would be tedious to relate the many particular discouragements 
and temptations I laboured under, sometimes pouring forth my soul 
with hope in his free mercy, at other times only bewailing my condi
tion without hope, till it pleased him, whose power and grace no im
penitent l1eart can resist and prevail, to put a stop to my unbelieving 
reasonings, from the unlikelihood of such sins being pardoned, sins so 
aggravated and so provoking as mine, by giving me an awful sense of 
bis absolute sovereignty from those words, Exod. xxxiii. 19, "I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious; and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy." Also Isa. Iv. 8, "For my thoughts are not your thought~, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord." These considerations 
were so impressed on my mind, and struck such an awe upon my spirit, 
that I durst not any longer give way to my carnal reasonings; I thought 
I could commit myself to his sovereign pleasure, and let him do with me 
as seemed him good. 

After some time, my mother, perceiving my concern, conversed very 
freely with me, and asked if I was willing to accept of Christ to sanctify 
as well as to save me ? I told her I desired this above all things. 
She then said he had certainly accepted of me, adding, that it was 
Christ who had made me willing to close in with him, and that he never 
made any soul thus willing, but he had first pardoned and accepted that 
soul. I shall never forget with what weight these words were impressed 
on my heart. I thought it was as a pardon sent immediately to me. I 
could not but say I was above all things desirous to be entirely subject 
to Christ in every power and faculty of my soul, that every thought 
might be brought into subjection to Christ, and nothing might remain 
in me contrary to him, but that there might be a perfect conformity to 
his image and will in all things. 

After this conversation, I found great composure in my mind, 
believing that the Lord had created those desires in me which nothing 
but himself, and the enjoyment of himselF, could satisfy, and that he 
would answer them with him6elf ; "that he wonld 1-.ot break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax," Matt. xii. 20. My delight now 
was in nothing else but meditating upon, and admiring the free and 
sovereign graee of God in Christ, which distinguished me from many 
others who had not so highly provoked him, having called me out of 
that gross darkness which I had long been in, and having given me some 
glimmerings of the light of the knowledge of the glory of his gr_ace. _My 
desires greatly increased after further discoveries and clearer light mto 
the deep mysteries of the love and grace of God in Christ Jesus : and 
all diversions from these meditations werP- a burden. 

0 then I thought "all old things were passed awa}'., and ev~rythi~g 
was become new !" I experienced a universal change rn my mrnd, w1l_l, 
and affections· the bent of them was turned another way. The ordi
nances, which' were once irksome, were above all things pleasant, and 
the return of Sabbaths continually longed for. I was very thankfol 
it was my duty, as well as my privilege, to set apart the whole day for the 
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worship and glory of my Lord.• I bewailed much that I could not love 
the Lord far more than I did, that there was so much sin remaining in 
me, and mixing with all that I did, and that I was not wholly taken up 
in the blessed and delightful employments of prayer and praise without 
the least interruption. Oh, I longed for that state wherein all these 
fetters should be knocked off, and my soul set at liberty in the worship 
and praise of my God, being freed from corruptions within or temptations 
without. 

My i;onl was thns delightfully carried out for some time, during which 
I heard a &iscourse from those words, John xxi. 17, "Thou knowest all 
things; thou 1.--nowest that I love thee." The scope of this sermon was 
for a trial, whether our appeal could be made to him who knows all 
things, that we loved him ? Under this discourse I found my heart 
greatly carried out in love to Christ, in all his ordinances, and the dis
co,eries made of his will therein. These subjects concerning the love 
of Christ, and his people's love to him, being long continued upon my 
mind by one sermon after another, I found that I sat under the word 
"ith great pleasure and enlarged affections . 

.At this time my mother was persuading me to join in communion 
with some church, which greatly startled me at first. I could by no 
means think of that, not apprehending myself to have come so far yet, 
I thought there must be something more in me, or I shonld eat and 
drink damnation to myself.t But being better informed both as-to the 
nature and end of the ordinance ; and that it was intended for the in
crease of grace and strength, and that it was a positive command of my 
Lord, with whose will in all things I was very desirous to comply, I 
was at last prevailed upon to venture on that great ordinance, and was 
much refreshed and satisfied in my renewed resignation and enlarged 
expectations of receiving all needful supplies from him who is the Head 
of the church. 0 the condescending love and grace of my Redeemer, 
represented to me in these transactions! how greatly did they delight 
and affect my soul! I wished I might have been always thus exercised, 
expecting, with great pleasure, the return of those seasons, wherein I 
might hope for further manifestations, and larger communications of 
grace and love. 

"' I cannot help observing (a.nd oh that the Lord the f:lpirit may impress it power
fully on the consciences of all whom it may concern!) how different he!' frame from 
=r professors who, through sloth and indolence, attend public worship but one 
part of the Lord's-day, as if they looked upon it as a perfect task or drudgery, and 
secretly said, "Behold wh.a.t a weariness is it!" Mai. i. 13. Or, as the prophet Amos 
describes their sad character, "When will the sabbath be gone, that we may set 
forth wheat f" etc. .A.mos viii. 5. 

t This is a usual device of the devil to prevent true believers join;.ng in.church 
fellowship, suggesting that they must Eee themselves more worthy and prepared
before they venture on this solemn ordinance. Whereas, in fact, that person comes 
most worthily to Christ and his table too, who is made most sensible ol his own un
worthiness. The best preparation lll to confess our own unpreparedness and to base 
the whole of our ~cceptance upon the blood and righteousness of the dear Redeemer. 
And that damnatwn the apostle speaks of, 1 Cor. xi. 29, which has struck so much 
terror into the minds of many, and overawed them into a sinful neglect of their duty, 
does not intend eternal damnation, but some temporal judgment, chastisement, or cor
rection, in a fatherly way, which the original word properly signifies, and is the only 
damnation the Lord's people are liable to, "for there is no condemnation to them 
th'1t an, in Chri..t Jesus," Hom. viii. l. 
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But after some time my affections began to cool. I had not such 
sweetness and enlargement in my approaches to God in public as I used 
to find. I thought the preaching more empty, and that it came short of 
what I wanted. This deadness continuing filled me with no small 
co:n~ern, fearing lest I should fall o~. I was very far from charging the 
mm1sLry I sat under, but my own wicked wavering heart. I have often 
gone to the house of God with raised expectations of receivin" those 
quickenings I used to be blessed with, bnt found sad disappointments. 
This frame of spirit, as to public worship, was matter of continual 
mourning and bewailing in secret. I was often examing my heart as to 
its aims and ends in my public approaches, and could not but conclude 
my desires were above all things to glorify my Lord in all his appoint
ments, and to receive those blessings from him which might enable me 
to do so. 

The missing of the Lord's prr.sence under the means, in the m~e of 
which he had commanded me to expect it, and which he had heretofore, 
in some measure, vouchsafed, was very grievous. I earnestly begged a 
discovery of every sin that might be hid from me, which might be the 
cauRe of this withdrawing. Bnt the decay of my affections still remain
ing, it caused great misgivings of heart that things were not right with 
me. Yet still I had supports in my secret applications to God, that his 
grace would be sufficient for me, and that I should be kept by his 
almighty power, through faith, unto salvation, which encouragements 
kept me still waiting with hope, that be would yet return and bless me. 

After some time, being providentially brought to this placd, I found 
the preaching of your pastor so suited to my ca~e, that I was greatly 
enlarged in thankfulness to God who had so directed me. Those ser
mons upon Gal. vi. 3, "For if a man thinketh himself something when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself;" though I had heard your 
minister before with great satisfaction, brought me to resolve to sit con
stantly under his ministry. I do not question but yon remember what 
unusual and deep heart-searching discourses they were. I wish I could ex
press what they were to me. They razed me again to the very founda
tion, and discovered the many secret holds Satan had in my heart, which 
before I thought not of, and how many ways I was taken np in something 
which was nothing. 

These discourses caused deep humblings of spirit, and enlarged 
desires after farther enlightenings. 0 I found these things reached me! 
I needed to be led into the depths of my own deceitful heart, that I might 
thereby observe that secret proneness there was in me to be laying hold 
on something in self to rest upon and expect from. In short, I now 
saw an utter insufficiency and weakness in myself, and everything 
done by myself, to satisfy the cravings of my immortal soul, which I 
had not so much as once thought of before. 

I have been also led more to that fulness from whence only I can 
receive what may render me acceptable to the Father, and I have never 
found so much sweetness and, solid satisfaction in my accesses to God 
as when most sensible of my own unworthiness and entire emptiness of 
anythinO' a(J'reeable to him in myself, and all my performances, and 
when i:ost 

O 
apprehensive of the infinite fulness and suitableness of 

grace laid up in Christ Jesus, from whence I am commanded and 
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enrouraged to be continually receiving fresh supplies. 0 those infinite 
inexhaustible treasures! Nothing, nothing less can satisfy the restles~ 
rravings and pantings of my soul. By this preaching I have been con
tinually led t-0 the fresh spring which never fails, and have experienced 
great quickenings in my applications to Christ, and comfortable re
joic.ings in him. Notwithstanding all the miserable defects and 
failures of my poor performances, this gives me comfort, tho.t there is a 
perfect righteousness wrought out for me, which I receive freely by 
1ait.h. and therein stand complete before God for ever. 

The insisting on such truths as these, which have a direct tendency 
to lead from self to Christ, by opening and unfolding the mysteries of 
grace laid up in him, so admirably suited to answer all the necessities 
of poor helpless guilty creatures, I find above all things encourages me 
to duty, and enlivens me in it.• My slow improvement under these 
instructive helps fills me with mourning, to think there should be 
no greater establishment upon the sure foundation of a Redeemer's 
righteousness, on which I hope I have reen enabled to build. 

At times I can apprehend, with some clearness, that his righteousness 
was wrought out for me, and I can apply to him with confidence and 
joy, as the Lord my righteousness and strength, and gladly liope, that 
through his strength I shall be more than a conqueror over every dis
turbing corruption and temptation; yea, that I shall sec him shortly 
as he is, in the full displays of the glory of that grace and love which 
I cannot now comprehend, and by the transforming sight I shall be made 
like him. But O how short! how scarce are these interviews I My un
belie.ing heart still returns to its former darkness and distrust, and gives 
me frequent occasions to bewail the fluctuations of my weak faith. 0 
that it was stronger! that it was more steadfast ! But blessed be his 
name in whom I put my entire trnst, there is grace in him to help me 
under all decays and failings through weakness. It is from hence I 
recei ,e strength to elevate and excite the acts of faith and love, when 
sunk so low that I cannot raise them. Yea, it is from the same fulness 
I receive grace to rf'gulate the actings of grace, and to set my soul from 
time to time in a right way of improving the grace I have received, and 
for obtaining pardon for all my defects, as well as for the removal of all 
m, defilements. 

·These are the truths that feed and support my faith, and without these 
were applied with power to my soul, I must give up under the gr~at 
aboundings of my indwelling corruptions. I desire a submissive wait
ing for further manifestations of the Lord's love in his own time and way, 
and although I have not those constant shinings of the light of God's 
countenance with which some of his people are blessed, yet I humbly 
adore him for the little light he bath afforded me, and beg your prayers 
that I may be kept close to him, and have such constant discoveries as 
may strengthen my faith, by a close adherence to him, and firm reliance 
on bim, witl1out wavering. I am sensible that I am too apt to be 
looking off from the only support and foundation of my faith and hope, 

~ A plain proof that the doctrines of grace do not, neither can they, lead to licen
tic.uoneoE. Ko; wherever they come with power they are the strongest motives to 
univ<;ro&l holiness: the love of Christ constraineth us (2 Cor. v. 14). Free gr11cc 
o1lii;<:s &nd binds us to every duty. 
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nn~l. to be dependi~g on, and expe?ting from, the frame of my own 
spmt., nnd the workmgs of my affectrons towards spiritual things.~ 

0 the unsearchable deceitfulness of my heart! which in w many 
wnys betrays me into an unbelieving temper of spirit. I find I need 
greater helps than those may who are more established, and I darn 
not neglect those helps which my Lord has provided for his church. 
I need to be watched over, and excited, and encouraged under difficul
ties, from those experiences which others have of the dealings of the 
Lord with them. I have been wishing for these advantages for a con
siderable time, being fully convinced that those who are members of 
Christ's church should be building up one another. I bless the Lord that 
he has discovered his will to me in this point; and that he bath provided 
greater helps than what I had been before acquainted with for my 
furtherance in my progress to heaven. Accordingly I would cheerfo1ly 
and thankfully fall in with his will herein, and so take hold of his 
covenant in this church, expecting the blessing promised to those who 
are planted in his house. 

~r. ~,ihmb' anIJ l,is i!J,imn. 
DR. RYLAND was the author of that beautifnl hymn, 

wrote under singular circumstances,-
" 0 Lord, I would delight in thee, 

And on thy care depend ; 
To thee in every trouble flee, 

l\Iy best, my only friend." 

which he 

He was at Bristol academy engaged to be married to a young lady, 
whom he fondly loved. She was taken with a dangerous sickness, from 
which it was feared she would not recover. Filled with anguish, he called 
to enquire about her, and was told by the servant if be would call in 
half an hour he would hear the opinion of the doctors, who "l"l'ere then 
holding a consultation on the case. He retired to an empty house, 
thPn under repair, sat down on a large stcne, and taking a piece of slare 
wrote thereon that beautiful hymn which ha11 been the comfort of 
thousands of the tried children of God,-

",vhen all created streams are drictl, 
Thy fnlncss is the same ; 

May I with this be satisfietl, 
And glory in thy name! 

"No good in creatures can be found 
But may be fonnd in thee : 

I must haYc all tl1ings, and abound, 
While God is God to me.'' 

He called, and received a favourable report. The lady recovered, they 
were married, and lived most happily tog_ether for seven years, when she 
was removed by death. Thus out of trial came a song, even as out of 
the lion came honey. 

• Christians are too apt to live upon their frames in_stead ~ f Christ·~ fulne~s, which 
keeps them low and lifeless, and luys the foundatio~ o_t endless rompl~11nts and 
foiebodings. Though frumes vRry 11s the wind, yet this 1s our comfort, C,od 1s un
chnngeable, and his coyenant is sure. 
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jour i}{rotogrnpJ,s.* 
TAKEN nearly a quarter of a century ago, and kept ever since in the 

album of memory! A quarter of a century ago ! I begin to think 
that I must be _growing old; but I was a school-boy in Bristol then, 
and the grey hairs have yet to come. It was by the sunlight of my 
young impressive nature that they were taken, and the sharpness of 
definition and freshness of tone and tint still remain. Why do I bring 
them out now, and show them to the readers of The Sword and tlie 
Trowel? Simply because the form of Mr. Spurgeon is a c.entral one in 
each of these mental photographs: and who that has read these pacres 
will not regard that as a more than sufficient reason ? 

0 

It was from the lips of my tutor, who was an earnest Christian man, 
as well as an able scholar, that I first heard the narr.e of the popular 
young minister, wlto had even then made New Park-street Chapel 
famous. "Mr. Spurgeon," said Mr. C., after giving me some account of 
the eagerness everywhere manifested to hear him preach, " is visiting 
Bristol this week, and is to preach this morning at Arley Chapel. If 
you would like to hear him I will let you off the other classes, and you 
may go now." It was my last year at school, and I enjoyed rather more 
liberty than the other boys. Need I add that, after receiving the per
mission, it was not long before I was trying to make my way into the 
pretty, and then newly built, chapel where Mr. Hebditch, now labour
ing in the north of London, at that time ministered. The place was 
already fall, and it was with difficnlty that I managed to ensconce 
myself behind the pulpit. A few minutes afterwards Mr. Spurgeon 
ascended the latter, and I saw for the first time the preacher who was to 
be the Whitefield of the nineteenth century. My recollection of the 
appearance of the youthful divine is very vivid, and it may interest 
some of the younger readers of The Sword and the Trowel if I giv~ it 
here. .Already inclined to be stout, with a face somewhat pale, and rn
nocent of beard and moustaches, but often played over by a genial 
smile, which won your confidence at once, with fearless but kindly eyes 
that told of the bold spirit and warm heart within, with black hair 
lightly tossed off the open brow, with gestures rather m_ore frequent 
and rhetorical than those in which the great preacher now rndulges, the 
hand being often uplifted, and with that rich, round, clear, full voice, 
which has never failed to charm with its music those who have had the 
privilege of liotening to it, I still see and bear Mr. Spurgeon as he 
preac!Jed that morning at Arley Chapel. The point in the ser~on 
w!Jich remains clearest in my mind was the very pronounced teachrng 
of the doctrine of election, and the preacher's assertion of his being at 
one with Calvin and Augustine, of whom, as well as of the doctrine, 
my knowledge at tliat time was by no means extensive. At the close 
of the sermon, as :Mr. Spurgeon came down from the pulpit, everybody 

• It may show Lad taste on our part to insert the above article, but the writer sends 
it a, a l0ken of afftclion, and we have not the heart to drop it into the waete
ba,b,t. Besides, it is well wrilten, and will excite interest in another twenty-five 
p,aro' time even if it does not to-day. Some few, at least, may even now like to see 
how the Loy preacher looked to a youthful eye.-ED. 
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made a rush at his unfortunate hand, and I, too, by poking mine 
through the rails, managed to get a friendly shake from it. I have often 
thought since, when I have seen Mr. Spurgeon comin"' down from other 
pulpits, or amidst his own people at the Tabernacle: or surrounded by 
groups of friends on successive birthdays at the Orphanage, still, still 
shakmg hands, how much he must have suffered in that way during all 
these years. 

My second photograph-and I may arid that the first three belong, I 
tb.ink, to Mr. Spurgeon's first visit to Bristol, and the last to another 
occasion-was taken one morning in dim, dark heights at the back of 
the gallery at Counterslip Chapel, whence I looked down upon a vast 
congregation below and around me, and upon the pulpit-the old roomy 
one, not the handsome stone erection by which it was replaced, and in 
which a few years afterwards I preached myself-at the other end of the 
chapel. Mr. Spurgeon entered the pulpit, accompanied by the vener
able Mr. Winter, who was at that time the minister of the Connterslip, 
and whose knee-breeches and patriarchal form will be remembered by 
many. Mr. Winter wai; a worthy representative of the old school of 
Baptist ministers, and his quaint, forcible preaching was thoroughly in 
keeping with his appearance. Well do I remember some sound but 
homely counsel which he gave me, when taking tea with him at the 
house of one of his deacons, and shortly before entering college. But 
this is a digression. To return to Mr. Spurgeon at Counterslip, the 
sermon left on my mind a sense of the Joy with which he preached, 
and of the fulness of faith with which he uttered his message. The 
striking originality, the pulpit unconventionality, and the wealth of 
imagination of the preacher were features, too, which could not escape 
even such a juvenile critic as I was at that time. Bot I was not a 
critic, I was a rapt and enthusiastic hearer. Never shall I forget the 
passage of the sermon in which Mr. Spurgeon made us hear the angels 
harping with their harps, and with a touch of simplicity, but great 
power, told us how he always stopped in the streets to listen where a 
harp was being played in the neighbourhood. I still see the rapturous 
look upon the upturned face of the youthful IJreacher as the light from 
one of the windows behiud the pulpit fell upon it. I am inclined to 
think that Mr. Spnrgeon gave a little more play to his imagination 
then than now. 

And now, for my third photograph. This time I am standing on tip
toe at the back of the Broadmead Rooms, trying to look over a great 
sea of heads at the crowded platform, and the young preacher whom all 
are so eager to hear, that there is no little confusion and hustling 
:u-ound the doors. But soon Mr. Spurgeon's magnificent voice rolls 
through the spacious room and hushes all into silence. The Broad
mead Rooms-I am not sure that they are now in existence-formed a 
large building with a somewhat low roof, and with side galleries rising 
from the floor, capable of holding, I inrngine, between two and three 
thousand people. On the night of which I speak many must have 
failed to obtain admission. One incident in connection with this 
sermon is perhaps worth mentioning. Some seats had been reserv~d, 
.and a smnll charo-e made for them in order to defray the expenses rn
curred by hirinO' the room. This l;ad been made a matter of complaint, 

0 
30 
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and Mr. Spurgeon, alluding to it, remarked that he had henrd of 
a lady at Exeter who had given a guinea, or it may have been more-I 
am not certain-in order to hear the gospel preached. The perfect 
simplicity and honesty with which this was said, and the very uncon
sciousness of its being capable of being twisted into anything like 
self-glorificat.ion, impressed everybody with that utter losing sight of 
himself in his work which has been ever since so grand a characteristic 
of Mr. Spnrgeon's ministry. I may add that at this time the Bristol 
papers were full of letters and articles respecting Mr. Spurgeon's 
preaching, not a few containing a good deal of hostile criticism. One 
article, and that in a Tory journal, however, stands out in my memory 
as containing a very vivid, and, I am disposed to think, fairly impartial 
account of an open-air service conducted b_v Mr. Spurgeon on the quay. 
A storm ea.me on during the service, and Mr. Spurgeon spoke of one of 
the flashes of lightning as" God's spear in the sky." This struck the 
writer as being a singularly happy expression-a flash of genius. 

My last photograph was also taken in a public building, in the 
beautiful Victoria Rooms at Clifton, which are said to be capable of 
containing some six thousand people. However that may be, they 
could not have held more than they did on the summer evening when 
I heard Mr. Spurgeon preach in them. I do not think I have men
tioned that at that period Mr. Spurgeon was in the habit of wearing a 
white neck-tie of the most correct parsonic character, which. being of 
fair dimensions, and surmounted by a stand-up collar, served with its 
virgin whiteness to, at least, set the beardless face in strong relief. I 
mention it now as it forms a prominent feature in my recollection of 
Mr_ Spurgeon's appearance upon that evening, sitting, as I did, at some 
distance from, but directly in front of, the platform. The scene pre
sented by the densely crowded Victoria Rooms upon this occasion, with 
the platform filled by ministers, in front of whom stood the earnest 
and youthful preacher, was one which still shows clearly through all 
the years that have passed since then. The golden glow or the setting 
sun coming through the window lent to it, too, a singular impressive
ness: for the text was, "Thou God seest me," and as we listened to 
the heart-searching eloquence of the speaker, the warm light which 
flooded the room seemed almost to place us more folly within the vision 
of the all-seeing eye. I do not care to dwell here upon the spiritual 
power of Mr. Spurgeon's preaching as it was personally realized by me. 
Such things are too sacred for magazine articles. If I have helped my 
readers to see and hear Mr. Spurgeon as be was twenty-five years ago, I 
shall have done all that I aimed at: but I may, perhaps, a id that had 
I not heard him at that time I should not be able to sign myself 

A BRISTOL COLLEGE MAN. 
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Jttmutl Btt~b}Zt i. i. 
SOME professors work apart from organised chnrches, others have 

their hearts divided between several denominations, and, we thank 
God, many more having conscientiously joined themselves to some one 
section of the Christian Church, devote all their energies to seeking, in 
connection with that particular corps of the one army, the glory of God 
and the welfare of souls. Such workers are not only assured of the 
crown of righteousness et last, but are permitted even here to ingather, 
to a large extent, the fruit of their labours. Their successors also have 
the joy of reaping where they have sown, and of realizing by treasw-ed 
words and recorded deeds that they, being dead, yet speak. Those who 
knew them are encouraged to walk so as they have them for an ensample, 
and to follow them as they followed Christ. This is the desire we find 
deepened within us after reading the biography of Dr. Waddy, who was 
a loving and consistent Christian; a Wesleyan of W esleyans ; a preacher 
of no mean order ; a successful winner of souls and a teacher of the 
people. 

Born at Burton-on-Trent, on August 5th, 1804, he came of a stock 
devoted to Methodism. He was the second child of a family of twelve, 
and as a boy was characterised by dauntless courage and a genial dispo
sition. .His school-life commenced when he was eight years of age, and 
lasted till he was fourteen, in the Wesleyan Academy, W oodhonse 
Grove, Yorkshire: he was fond of reading and was remarkably apt at 
learning. During his career at school a "Revival'' occnrred, and 
amongst those brought to the Lord was his elder brother. The youth
ful converts were in the habit of relating their religious experience at 
local love-feasts, an exercise which has its value so long as the speakers 
avoid the Scylla of morbid introspection and the Charybdis of self
satisfaction. 

The junior Waddy, though not professing conversion, made his first 
speech, which was practical, droll, and somewhat personal, at a mission
ary meeting held amongst the pupils. Mr~. Mart.indale, the wife of the 
governor of the institution, bad often urged him t,> ~ttempt a speech in 
the interests of missions, and when at last she prevailed, Samuel revenged 
himself upon her importunity in the manner following. 

Having gained the attention and sympathy of his audience, he endea
voured to enforce the duty of supporting missions in the spirit of self
sacrifice. Naming various luxuries which, in his opinion, might be 
dispensed with, he concluded by asking, i;omewhat mischievously, as he 
looked towards Mrs. M., who was known to indulge the habit of taking 
snuff, "and could not some dear old lady even spare the darling pinch 
of snuff?" This personality was good-humouredly condoned, the 
"dear old lady" exclaiming, "Oh Sammy, Sammy, thou art as deep as 
Garrick I" 

From an entry in his diary for 1819 it appears that _on leaving school 
be returned to his father's house in Bristol, intendrng to find some 
employment in which he could exercise himself in mat~e~atical studies 
and mechanics for which he manifested ~reat partiality. No such 
opportunity pr~sented itself, and he was ultimately apprenticed to a 



424 RAMUEL WADDY, D.D. 

linendreper in London, although the trade was most disagreeable to 
him. The term of his apprenticeship he aJways viewed as the most 
unhappy period of his life. The firmness and conscientiousness of the 
apprentice were frequently put to severe tests. He had two serious 
disputes with his master; the first was his refusal to tell customers that 
a certain material on sale would wash, when he knew it would not. 
His master, in expostulating with him, charged him with acting a dis
honest part by depreciating the goods, adding, "If I, with my position 
in the church, could i:ay it would wash, you could have done so." The 
argument, howe,er, failed to convince the youth that he had acted 
otherwise than righteously, and the conduct of his employer-all too 
common, it is to be feared, amongst professors of religion-provoked 
his disgust. 

His next offence was considered more grievous. His master brought 
borne for sale a saddle, which he bad bought under circumstances 
which clearly pro,ed it to have been stolen. When this became known 
amongst the assistants, Waddy refused to sell it, at which the master 
was so vexed that he removed him from the shop to a damp under
ground cellar, lighted only by a flickering oil lamp. This place was 
called " the store," and the storekeeper was virtually imprisoned, as he 
was always expected to be there when goods were required for the shop, 
though sometimes a whole day would pass without communication 
with the upper world. Even this dastardly act failed to break the 
spirit of the boy, though he feared that the coaficement in this chill 
vault, where, he says, "the uncertain light of the lamp was often mC're 
terrifying from the shadows it threw, than consoling from any light it 
gave," would drive him mad. This calamity, however, he waii spared, 
God having 6ome better thing in store for him, which even these un
promising, and, for the time, unhappy circumstances, were helping to 
bring about. 

Having bnt little money to spend, and wishing to preserve his best 
clothes, which would have been injured by the damp and dirt of the 
horrible cellar, he bought a suit of the coarsest fustian, so thick and 
common that his employer was ashamed to see him in the shop, and 
therefore kept him more closely confined than before. The " store " 
was converted into a study, and the plodding youth carried thither 
books on medicine, surgery, and science, and fixing a seat under the 
lamp, contrived to get enough light by which to read. He thus made 
progreSB in studies which would have fitted him for eminence in the 
medical profession, when his conversion turned his attention to the 
noblest of all professions, that of preaching the gospel. 

There was nothing very remarkable in the details of his conversion. 
Throngh a sermon by the Rev. Josiah Hill in November, 1822, and a 
conversation with his own mother, which on that occasion was particu
larly impressive, he was brought to a Eolemn sense of his unfitness for 
heaven, and commenced to pray that God would grant him true repent
ance. Hie sins appeared so enormous that he cried for mercy, some
times despairing, sometimes hoping that he would obtain liberty and 
peace. At length bis prayer was heard. After several days of 
wrestling, he wss enabled to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
Spirit of God bore witness with bis spirit that he was a child of God. 
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Almost immediately he was impressed with the conviction that his duty 
was to preach the gospel. Ip company with another young convert he 
paid occasional visits to Guy'tHospital, where he read and prayed with 
the patients and gave exhortations to such as were well enough to 
assemble. He next became a local preacher, and his first attempt was 
memornble-he "broke down." He had accompanied a friend to 
Christ Church Workhouse, Southwark, where he was to preach in one 
of the wards. He gave out his text, spoke fluently for a quarter of an 
hour, then abruptly stopped : after a momentary pause he turned to 
his companion and asked," What next?" '' Yoo had better conclude," 
whispered the friend. " I have concluded," he answered, with th'3 
greatest readiness. Not daunted by this failure, he tried again. His 
father, however, was ve-ry pronounced in his opinion respecting him, for 
after hearing him, he said," You will never make a preacher, Sam. If you 
visit well, and show great kindness and sympathy with the people, yon 
may be beloved and get on pretty well, but a preacher yon will never 
be." His convictions became irresistible, notwithstanding the dis
couragement, and having offered himself as a candidate for the minii;try, 
he was accepted and sent to the Cambridge circuit in November, 1 825. 
His subsequent success proved that his father's opinion was erroneous, 
as did also the words of a plain-spoken Yorkshireman, who some years 
after heard him preach as a substitute for his father, the Rev. Richard 
Waddy, who also was present at the service, and to whom with charac
teristic bluntness the Yorkshireman exclaimed, "You couldn't preach 
such a sermon, not if you took your coat off to it." 

As a minister he was an indefatigable student, and yet a zealous 
worker in the cause of Christ. Every day was systematically divided 
for work and study, from six in the morning till late at night. Those 
who are at all acquainted with the frequent journeyings by road which 
Methodist preachers of that day had to perform will be astonished at 
the list of books read by Mr. Waddy during one year. A man of this 
order of mind and habit, with a passion for the conversion of souls 
and the instruction of Christian people, it will readily be surmised has 
neither time nor inclination for "idle words," and the resolution which 
Mr. Waddy formed is worthy of imitation by ministers and private 
Christians alike. He records in his diary that having dined at the house 
of a friend, he "strove in vain to stem the tide of unprofitable conversa
tion; then joioed in it, and swam down the stream. The natural conse
quence was a drv and barren season in Bradford-street Chapel at night. 
lt waR hard work to preach with a mind so unprepared. This by the 
grace of God," said he, "I am in future resolved to do-Leave any 
company where I cannot stay to some good purpose. It is better to 
sacrifice courtesy than consci(flice." . . . 

Occasionally somewhat eccentric in his methods, if not m his habits, 
he once found and applied a rather singular remedy for " m~nist~rs• 
fainting fits." The superintendent of his circuit having been laid aside 
by illness, a young man was sent to supply the pulpit, who, thoug~ of 
amiable disposition, was subject to long and frequent fits o~ depre_ss10n, 
during which he had often refused to preach. After trymg, without 
success, to persuade the good brother to strive against this weakn~ss, 
Mr. Waddy concluded that the patient was suffering from an hystencal 
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affection, which was aggravated by 8ympathy, and he therefore resorted 
to sev~re measures. When in company with his young colleague, he 
t.old him that when next he failed to fulfil a preaching engagement 
throu~h depression of spirit he would horsewhip him. The opportu
nity being afforded the threat was carried into effect, to the amazement 
a.nd cure of the young man. 

In contrast with this, an amusing instance is related of his tenderness 
towards a whole congregation of sleepy Christians. One sultry after
noon during harvest he was preaching in the village of Swaffham Fen, 
near Cambridge. The audience consisted entirely of farmers and their 
labourers, who had been hard at work far into the night getting in the 
crops. . As the sermon proceeded they fell ash:ep. The preacher, 
observmg this, asked, " Is there anyone in this congregation awake ?" 
Receiring no answer, he quietly descended from the pulpit, and left the 
chapel without disturbing them. A.t some little distance he looked back, 
but there were no signs of life visible, and he walked home wondering 
what would be the feelings of the first person who awoke. 

To those who refused to give to the Lord's cause according to their 
means he did not manifest the same sympathy. Calling at the house 
of one such on his way to a meeting, at which some money was to he 
raised, and finding that the person did not intend to be present, be 
asked for a subscription, which was at first refused. Pointing to a large 
basket of pence which two of his men were carrying in, ready for 
payment to his work-people, the miller said to Mr. Waddy, "You 
shall have that if you will take it as it is."' As the chapel was three 
or four miles avray, he did not expect that one man would undertake to 
carry such a burden so far, but Mr. Waddy replied," Certainly I will, 
if you will let one of your men help me with it as far as the gate." 
This was conceded, and the minister soon disappeared with the basket 
and its contents. The workman who had carried the burden iuformed 
his master on his return that the gentleman was not walking, aB t~eir 
ministers usually did, bnt had his horse tied to the gate, and havmg 
lifted the liasket on to the animal's back, walked beside him to steady 
the load as be trudged along. The narration of this inciden_t, and the 
production of the offering, proved ample at.onement for his lack of 
punctuality on the occasion, and Mr. Waddy was heartily cheered by 
the meeting. 

In l 834 Mr. Waddy removed with his wifo and family to Sheffield, 
where he had been appointed by Conference. This was a memorable 
event in his history, for, with the exception of an interval ?f fonr years, 
he la.boured there for nearly a quarter of a century. For eighteen years 
he 'lfas actively engaged in what may be described as his life-work,-the 
establishment and conduct of a denominational Proprieta1·r Schoo!, 
afterwards called Wesley College. Letters from pupils durmg their 
residence, affectionate allusions by thorn who had passed through the 
institution, and testimonials from the managers and Conference, vouch 
for the love which was borne to him for his own and his work's sake. 

One of the most interestin" incidents in connection with the College 
manifests the religious i11flue~ce which he exerci~ed over his pupils. _On 
the twenty-sixth anniversary of his own spiritual birthday a revival 
occurred. At the beginning of the second half of that year five boys 



SAMUEL WADDY, D.D. 1-27 

among the _seniors, who made an open profession of religion, became 
deeply anx10us for the welfare of the souls of their schoolfellows, and 
prayed for their conversion. One of the five died, and an address from 
Mr. Waddy upon the event, followed by an earnest exhortation on per
sonal religion and the necessity of preparing for an early death, was 
instrumental in producing a great awakening amongst the boys, and 
resulted in the conversion of about one hundred and fifty souls, inclu
ding most of the tutors. Most affecting are some of the scenes 
described and conversations recorded at this period, but for these we 
must refer the reader to his memoir. 

Mr. Waddy was privileged to see all his ten children become fol
lowers of the Saviour. That he combined with the characteristics of a 
loving parent those of a thorough disciplinarian, may be judged from 
the fact that when one of his sons misbehaved himself he punished him 
more severely than the other pupils for a similar offence, remarking," You 
get the first half because you are detected in disorder; and the second 
because you are my son, and are adding to your father's difficulties in 
the management of the College." His opinion concerning one of 
his sons as a preacher, and his criticisms of some of his earlier sermons, 
were equally candid. He informed him on one occasion that, having 
heard him the previous night, he considered his sermon just good 
enough to show that he could have done better if he had tried ! At 
another time he said, "I want to say a word to yon, my boy, about that 
sermon of yours,-at least, I mean about what you said the other night 
at Carver-street. Now, there are many things which do, or may, in 
proper proportion, time, and place constitute parts of a sermon. Yon. 
may have recourse to exegesis, illustration, poetry, doctrine, philosophy, 
experience, history, anecdote, argument, fancy, appeal. You may pn.t 
in any or all of these in various combinations ; but there is one wund 
rule of universal application to which I would advise you,Jor the future 
invariably and firmly to adhere. It is this, Always put something in!" 

In 1843, the Conference appointed Mr. Waddy, with a brother 
minister, as a Missionary Deputation to the South of Ireland, and 
during his voyage thither he was exposed to the perils of shipwreck. 
The vessel in which they sailed struck on a rock during a fog, and 
when all hope of being saved was gone, a little sloop of but fourteen 
tons burthen came up with them, and although heavily laden ventured 
to take on board the passengers and crew, just before the ill-fated vessel 
sank in deep water. Being relieved of two-thirds of her cargo, the 
sloop managed to keep afloat until relieved by a steamer from Milford. 
The two men comprising the crew of the sloop confessed that their 
leaving Milford that day was remarkable ; they were under the necessity 
of sailing at once, and experienced great difficulty in getting out of the 
harbour, bnt were impelled by an influence they could neither under
stand nor resist to attempt the voyage, and often said to each other, 
" We had better turn back." How true is it that-

" God moves in a mysterious way his won~ers to perform; ., 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. 

This incident supplies an illustration or the delivering power of the 
grace of God under circumstances which, to those concerned, were as 
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the nlley of the shadow of death : it furnishes encouragement for the 
followers of Jesus to persist at all times, and may well lead the un
saved to ask, "Upon whom could we call in such an extremity?" At 
such a time none but God cau save, and unl2ss we have the same 
present Lord to whom Peter cried when perishing, the darkness of 11 

double death must stare us in the face. What were your feelings nt 
that moment of peril is ,a question which Mr. Waddy answers for the 
glory of God in these words : " I heartily thank God that I have been. 
favoured with this opportunity of bringing my religious principles to 
the test of death. I withdrew from the crowd; for the distinction 
between cabin and deck passengers was then disregarded, and all were 
instinctiYely gathered together. I hastily reviewed my private and 
ministerial life, but I fouud nothing there on which I could rest my 
hopes of acceptance. I set myself immediately to the process which I 
have a thousand times urged from the pulpit, and by the side of the dying 
bed,-a simple confession of sin, and a bumble but confident reliance 
on the atonement of Christ. I felt that I was adopted into 
the family of God. My views of my own unworthiness were not di
minished ; but I knew that I was ' accepted in the beloved.' I had 
peace with God, and a humble, yet delightful assurance that, should he 
call me hence, I should be for ever with him. The great doctrine of 
justification by faith is dearer to me than ever ; it does not give way 
under us in the time of difficulty and danger, but sustains when all 
other hopes are fled. I have no doubt as to its vast importance: I have 
no suspicion of the soundness of any part of the Methodist theory in 
reference to it. The only impressions on my mind are the following, 
and I pray God to deepen them every day : The absolute necessity of 
living in the constant exercise of saving faith; of cultivating that 
jealous watchfulness which will prevent us from grieving the Holy 
Spirit, and preserve his testimony to our adoption constantly clear and 
unclouded ; and of preaching far and wide the sinner's only hope-that 
whosoever believeth on Jesus Christ shall not perish, but have ever
lasting life." 

It will be readily seen that one who could thus face such fearful trial 
and rest in the Lord would be enabled to meet the grim master Death 
calmly when his approach was heralded by gradual decay ; that he would 
not dread removal to the eternal home when the cords and pins of thll 
earthly tabernacle were gently loosed by the loving hand of God. Ere 
this happened, however, labours and honours awaited his servant. He 
was elected to the office of President of the Wesleyan Conference by a 
majority of 311 votes, the largest number ever given to one man. "I 
trust," he remarked, "I shall have grace to fulfil my duties to the 
glory of God and to the satisfaction of my brethren." During the year 
of his presidency he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
Middleton College, America. In 1862, having the conviction that the 
responsibilities of the college were too great for a man of his years, he 
determined to retire from office. For eight years after this he laboured 
earnestly and successfully as a circuit minister and supernumerary. 
He attended his last conference in 1872, and in the year following he 
was seized with paralysis. His strength of will was seen in that, when 
suddenly seized on the Lord's-day morning, he nevettheless preached 
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twice on that day, although never able to preach again. When entreated 
not to attempt the labours of the day, he said, "I have come here to do 
God's work, and by God's help I will do it." He afterwards felt that 
the strain had been too great for his strength, and on his return home 
said to his wife, "Now my work is done." During his illness the 
grace of God was abundantly manifested, enabling him to bear his 
enforced retirement from public life and the affliction laid upon him. 
On November 7th, 1876, he died, in the 73rd year of his age and the 
52nd of his ministry. Hundreds of loving testimonies were sent to hi8 
family concerning his character and usefulness, and upon his tombstone 
is this very appropriate inscription :-

" He was an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures," 

I. 

As clingeth ivy to some ancient wall, 
Or twines itself about a stately tree, 
So doth my clasping soul, lest it should fall, 
Hang all its weight on thee. 

11. 

As hides a limpet in the crevice of a rock, 
Amid the billowy thunder booming on the shore, 
So, Christ immovable, I fear no tempest shock 
With thy dear !helter o'er me evermore. 

III. 

As rests an infant in its mother's arms, 
Rests and is carried safely by her might, 
So like a child, and free from all alarms, 
I'm borne from care to joy, from gloom to light. 

IV. 

As living branch within a generous vine 
Grows rich in clusters nurtured by the tree, 
So tree of life, whate'er of fruit is mine, 
Is mine through thee. 

v. 
0 all abounding, all containing Lord, 
My empty vessel to thy fount I bring ; 
Parched and sun-smitten, some cool streams afford. 
Yea, in this glowing desert let them spring. 

VI. 

Ah, Lord, how rich, immensely rich, art thou, 
And, wanting all, I ever live in thee: 
A breathing neli(i, a living prayer, I bow 
At thy dear feet all satisfied to be. 

ALFRED DAX. 
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Jtfu ~talau~ .* 
UTE haYc before us a work on New Zealand by Mr. Jamee Buller. 
n Though Mr. Buller is a Wesleyan of the most loyal type, he is a 

man of Emch catholic sympathies that his book is certnin to please 
all denominations of readers, provided those readers are interested in 
Christian ~ork among ~he abori~ines of ?De of the most flourishing 
and sa_lubr!ous of E_ng_hsh colomes. Havmg spent the best portion of 
an a.ctwe hfe as a m1ss10nary, and as a pastor, among the native tribes 
and the English settlers of New Zealand, Mr. Buller tells the story 
of his experience with the vivid force of one who has seen what he 
describes. He makes considerable additions to our stores of knowledge 
respecting a very interesting people who, it is to be feared, will one day 
become as extinct as the gigantic moa birds which once fed and played 
on the antipodean plains. The period of Mr. Buller's labours, extending 
from 1836 to 1876, was a time of extraordinary progress; and a man 
who, after a protracted sojourn in the colony, was privileged to leave 
flourishing towns where straggling shanties had formerly stood, while 
tribes originally heathen cannibals were seen joining with white men 
in worshipping the true God, mnst have returned to England with a 
glad heart to spend the evening of his days. 

Pleasant for situation in the vast expanse of the Pacific, the New 
Zealand islands appear to have all tl1e resources necessary for the build
ing np of an important nation; and on this account those who make 
the country their permanent home compare its characteristics with those 
of England, and e.en speak of it as the Albion of the southern hemi
sphere. If we include in our calculations the area of the several isles 
which supplement the two pieces of mainland, divided into north and 
south by Cook's Straits, we have nearly a hundred thousand square 
miles, or something like twenty thousand square miles more than the 
area of our compact empire of Great Britain. A line-not a straight 
one, however-drawn through the centre from end to end would 
measure in len"th some eleven hundred miles ; but the breadth is com
paratively narr~w, the shores at the broadest part being not more than 
a hundred and fifty miles apart. The country abounds in most of the 
attractions which lend a charm to a tourist's wanderings; and there can 
be little doubt thut, if tbe vast distance could be annihilated, New Zea
land would become one of the most popular holiday grounds in the world. 
In this respect the contrast to the neighbouring continent of Australia 
iti Yel}' rntisfactory. Rivers are abundant, and the country is not swept 
by hur, scorching winds. The north island, where the native tribes 
chiefly reside, bas its ranges of mountains, the highest peaks of which 
are never free from snow. The south island, described by one authority 
as being "in the strittest sense Alpine laud," has wonders closely rival
ling those of Switzerland, as may be inferred from the name of the 
l'Suutbern Alps given to the mountain _chain, with its peaks towering, 
some ten, and others more than thirteen thousand feet above the 
sta Jen,1. Trnces of gigantic volcanic convulRions are abundant, 

"'Fcrly Y,·ars iu ~ew Zealand, etc. By James Buller. Hodder and Stoughton. 
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and it is said that "in the north, extinct craters meet the eye on every 
hend, and edd to the pictnresqne effect of the scenery.'' In the Lake 
District the charms of Cumberland are supplemented with the weird 
marvels of our own for north, and earthqaakes are not infrequent. 
It is well known that this district is something more than a land 
of promise to rheumatic patients, who are able to bear "four days tre
mendous jolting" in the light, public conveyance which rolls twice a 
week between Tauranga and Napier, and viJ;e versa. One traveller quoted 
by Mr. Buller believes that this region "is probably destined to be the 
sanitarium, not only of the Australian colonies, but of Inrlia and other 
parts of the globe." Such a place mnst be seen, and its curative powers 
must be felt, to be appreciated. The very ground is warmed by myste
rious subterranean fires : springs, some milk warm, others at the boiling 
point are found thickly studding the surface, and the natives who 
prefer their victuals boiled have no need of any other kitchen than that 
provided by nature. The natural beauties of certain of the lakes, where 
" bathing pools of every degree of temperature present them~el ves " 
would need Mr. Ruskin's pen to describe them. ' 

'l'he climate in general is described as equable, the two extremes of 
heat and pinching cold being unknown in the habitable parts of the 
country. There is no such calamity as drought; floods seldom occur; 
and the only hot wind is that from the north-west on the lowlands 
about Canterbury. "There are occasional gales, but no hurricanes," 
says Mr. Buller. "The rainfall is equal to that of England-more 
than in London, less than in Devonshire. The climate is as favourable 
to health as it is to vegetation and beauty.'' The climate in general has 
been highly praised by those well qualified to give a judgment, and 
whose word may be trusted. One is of opinion that nowhere else in 
the world does nature so well know how to produce a fine day ; and 
BiBhop Selwyn, who laboured during a quarter of a century in the 
colony, called it perfection. Mr. Buller cordially concurs in the good 
churchman's opinion-" A sparkling breeze, a smooth sea, and a cloud
less sky, give that indescribable sensation of a really fine day in this 
country, which I have never felt elsewhere." 

In its native state New Zealand was found to be richer in fine speci
mens of timber than in its variety of fruit-bearing trees. Carpenter!.', 
cabinet-makers, and shipwrights found ample provision for their crafo,, 
but the supply of edihles was singularly scant. The case has greatly 
altered since the introduction of Christianity and the settlement in the 
islands of European tillers of the soil. The stately monarchs of the 
forest-the pine tribe, and the iron wood, and numbers of others-all 
grew in a soil fitted for smaller but not less useful vegetation, and accord
ingly the fruits and vegetables to which we are accustomed in England 
there thrive abundantly, as in virgin soil, and remind the cultivator of 
the old country as well as of the bountiful hand of Providence which 
has made a provision in another land for the excessive population of 
our great towns at home. The scarcity of animal life greatly astonished 
the Europeans who first set foot in the coun_try. The ominous_ stil~n_ess 
of those primeval forests must have been httle less than awe-mspmng 
to adventurers like Captain Cook and his companions, who had witnessed 
the teeming life of other parts of the globe. With the exception of a 
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fe1"1" wi!d pigs and dogs, and such insignificant quadrupeds as rats 
and mwe, there were no forest rangers to prey or to be preyed upon 
by one another in the great wildernesses of the island. A bird was 
a rare sight, the note of a feathered songster still rarer. Thus the 
stillness was painfully suggestive of what to an Englishman were 
:-erious deficiencies. At the same time nature made some amends by 
the absolute absence of venomous reptiles, such as serpents and their 
kindred tribes. Birds, useful animals, plants and roots can be exten
si,el.r naturalized in 1:mch a country; and this has already been done; 
hut surely the Government should provide against the introduction of 
what is pernicious. A Scotchman has planted his native thistle at the 
antipodes; there may be others who would like to see adders and 
poisonous lizards luxuriating in the forest shades of New Zealand. 
We hope common sense will prevent the indulgence of such a taste. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Buller landed in the country in April, 1836, the 
land, compared with what it bas since become, was in a comparatively 
primitive condition; but while the towns were hardly in existence, there 
was a promise of good things to come in the mission-stations springing 
up in various directions, as well as in the cordial welcome which the 
Maories accorded to the missionaries. In the particular account which 
we have of Mangungre, on the Hokianga river, we see a well-drawn 
picture of one of the pleasantest of mission stations. Mr. Buller has 
,ery vivid recollections of his first evening's adventures in the new 
country. "Our feet seemed to touch on hallowed ground," he says. 
'' There was mnch joy in the station tl]J).t night. The arrival of a ship 
was at any time an event, but the advent of missionaries was a red 
letter day in the calendar of the people.'' Such a welcome, in conjunc
tion with a luxuriously furnished supper table, was a demonstration 
well calculated to inspire with courage the hearts of young missionaries 
jru;t entering on untried and difficult work. 

The man of courage is keenly sensible of difficulties, bnt he differs from 
others in not being cowed by what would overwhelm his weaker com
rades. A missionary who landed in New Zealand fort,y years ago found 
himself surrounded by uncommon trials, as well as by uncommon 
incentiT"eR to proceed and prosper. Though not so difficult as some 
other barbarian tongues, the Maori language was no easy conquest; 
and though he compiled his ow:1 grammar and lexicon, Mr. Baller 
laboured for a year before he ventured in imperfect aceents to speak 
to the people about the gospel of Christ. Like other young beginners be 
made ludicrous blunders, which were politely overlooked; and the re
markable interest which the natives showed in the message of salvation 
must have sufficed to inspire the messenger with enthusiasm. Indeed, 
the Maori preparation for the Sabbath was an example we should like to 
see copied in many a nominally Christian country. From far and near 
they came in scores of canoe~ on Sa~urday even_ing, and having formed 
their camp, commenced m~kmg act1v~ p1:eparat1ons for t~e weekly rest • 
.A. scene so charmingly umque must, ID itself, have constituted the beet 
of wages to the English evangelists ; and, moreover, it must have been 
what many would go round the world to see:-" Early on the Sabbath 
morn, they would wend their way to prayer-meeting. Sermons we~e 
preached to them in the forenoon and evening. A school was held ID 
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the afternoon ; and here the old chief of Rixty would sit beside the 
child of six, spelling out his lessons in the class, and desiring the 
sincere milk of the Word. Many a famed cannibal warrior had come 
to sit at the feet of Jesus." After spending such a Sabbath we are not 
surprised to find that the people would satisfy their thirst for knowled"'e 
hy prolonging their stay at the mission station throughout the whole ~f 
Monday; and while this all added to the toil of the missionaries, toil 
was almost the only relief they enjoyed in the monotony of their daily 
iife. The native tribes appear to have been great gainers even in a 
worldly sense by the introduction of Christianity. They are far richer 
now than they were in the old times of idolatry and superstition ; but 
while they may hold their heads higher their hearts will not be made 
more susceptible of truth by the acquisition of material wealth. Still, 
many Maories of to-day are a wonderful illustration of the powe'.· 
exercised by the gospel in raising men in the social scale. 

More so than is the case at present, the missionary in New Zealand 
of forty years ago needed to be a many-sided genius, capable of turni □6 
his hand to anything and retaining a cool brain in all emergencies. 
When the nearest surgeon lived a hundred miles away, the pastor was a 
gainer if he knew something about medical science. Nurses were not 
to be hired, so that when necessity arose the members of a family per
force looked after one another. The natives were also very anxious to 
benefit by the superior medical knowledge of the white people, and were 
not seldom sufferers in consequence. "Calomel and blood-letting were 
fashionable remedies at that time," says Mr. Buller, "I fear that with 
the best intentions, no little harm was done in the use of those measures. 
The people, however, had the fullest confidence in our skill, and by their 
continual coming with aches and pains, as well as with more serious 
ailments, gave us ample practice in the healing art.'' In New Zealand 
1lS well as in older countries the disorders hardest to cure are those 
which exist only in the imagination of the sufferers. In many respects 
most missionaries increase their usefulness if they are masters of a little 
medical science. 

It is very interesting to note the gradual but certain way in which 
religion civilized the native mind. It is truly said, '' A religion that 
costs nothing is worth nothing,'' and it was necessary to bring this 
teaching home to the Maori understanding. In their original condition 
the tribes were remarkable for several failings; and among others their 
careless wastefulness on the one hand and their covetous disposition on 
the other were conspicuous. This had to be corrected : in other words, 
chiefs and people were taught their duty in reference to cheerful gi,ing 
to the cause of God. After he had been about ten years in the 
country Mr. Buller first ventured on asking the people for a collection, 
-and the response was at once hearty and unanimous. Money was a new 
thing with the people, they had little of it in their pos~ession a_nd were 
not thoroughly accustomed to its use. But the collect1on wa~ impend
ing, and "many expedients were contrived in order to provide a coin 
for the occasion. One would sell a little wheat, another a basket of 
potatoes, a third a fowl or something else; but not_ o~e, though the 
youngest, wos without an offering." No_ better d1sc1plme c_oulJ ha,e 
been devised. Those who put off henthemsm and put on Chnst need to 
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learn that they are bought with a price, and that neither themselves nor 
their pos8essions are their own. 

When the heathen become subject to the benign influence of Christ
ianity, and benefit by their knowledge of European urts, the wilderness 
begins to blosirnm as the rose, aud emigrants from England are tempted 
to settle in the new country. In the course of a generation large tracts 
of New Zealand have been completely transformed. When the first 
missionaries landed, half a century.ago, the primeval forests had hardly 
been disturbed. Now towns aud villages stud the land ; numberless 
farms have been laid out; roads have been made and rail ways have 
been constructed. The day of small things bas passed away, and the 
islands are rapidly rising to occupy a first place among English colonies. 

In turning our attention to the Maories as a people we are im
pressed with the fact that they are one of the most interesting races in 
the world among those which were originally heathen. They have so 
greatly altered during the last half century, that probably the personal 
characteristics and the manners and customs of former barbarous 
generations are scarcely even remembered by the present occupants 
of the country. The chiefs of the olden time are said to have been 
"majestic men": 

" Of form almost gigantic he-
Bull-necked, square-jawed, firm-lipped, bold-eyed, broad-browed, 
His looks proclaimed his character aloud.'' 

According to their own traditions, which Mr. Buller is inclined to 
credit in part, if not altogether, the fathers of the present Maori race 
landed in New Zealand some five or six hnndred years ago. They may 
have been the conquerors, and an inferior Feople may have yielded to 
their arms. Those who are best acquainted with their language and 
history, as reflected in legends, absurd but still picturesque, tell us, 
with some show of reason on their side, that the Maories are of Polyne
sian origin. 

Although they possessed a language of " great beauty and power of 
expression," the natives knew nothing about the art of writing until 
taught by the English missionaries. Their alphabet contains only two 
consonants, in addition to five vowels. There are several dialects ; and 
while all i;;peak the language in its purity, age, sex, and rank, have 
each its special mode of address. Abstract ideas, such as hope, gratitude, 
and charity, have no equivalents. At first sight this may appear 
ominous; but it can easily be shown that the people are not wanting 
in the finer feelings of human nature. The substitution of one letter 
for anotlier, in this ]ang-uage, may make a wonderful difference, and 
may even lead to unpleasant consequences. Thus a missionary who said 
,nou for mau while presenting the testimonial of an iron kettle to a 
chieftain, was concerned to see the man betray symptoms of wrath. Re 
had intended to say, "This is for you;" but in unlucky ignorance he 
had said, "Tbis is for you to be cooked in." 

In the mythology of the Maories, who had no notion of God as 
supreme, Mr. Buller traces "a dim shadow of the Mosaic cosmography." 
Sometbing, at some rt:mote era in ihe mighty past, was created out of 
nothing. 1n point of fact they were horribly superstitious; and the 



NEW ZEALAND. 435 

beings of whom they were most afraid were the disembodied spirits of 
departed chiefs. These were ever active, ever to be dreaded. We are 
told that, "they had no visible idols, no forms of worship, no stated 
sacrifices.'' At the same time, offerings, which might be human victims, 
were occasionally made to appease the wrath of the gods ; and certain 
priests and wise men were reverenced on account of their influence with 
the supernatural. They owned slaves ; but the servitude was of a type 
far milder than that which once weighed heavily on the Southern States 
of America. Marriage was a thing about which they were particularlv 
ceremonious. The marriage-day was a time of feasting, and the parents 
expected to be liberally rewarded with gifts. Adultery was al ways 
hateful, and when discovered entailed the penalty of death. Society was 
divided into three classes-chiefs, commons, and slaves. They were in 
their way respectful, and bountifully hospitable to guests. They had 
their gala days, and were fond of recreative .games. A breach of 
etiquette was severely deprecated ; and the offender might be told, what 
would expose him to general opprobrium, that he never had respectable 
parents, but was "hatched by a bird." 

In their native condition the people were not indolent; on the 
contrary, they were "industrious, regular, and temperate." They loved 
hunting and fishing, and according- to their knowledge they cultivated 
the land with considerable care. In higher arts they also showed much 
skill; some of their canoes occupied the builders years in completing, 
and the largest carried a hundred persons. In choosing the sites of 
villages, and in constructing their permanent habitations, their skill and 
forethought were also conspicuous. Their houses were well built, and 
some of them were very large. Indeed, such were their tact and inven
tive genius that they might have made considerable progress if it had 
not been for the curse of war. Their love of fighting seems to have 
amounted to a frenzy; one tribe would do its utmost to :mnihilate 
another. Their war customs were ferociously cruel, for they ate their 
captured enemies : the crews of unfortunate vessels wrecked on their 
shores were also cooked in their capacious ovens. Now all ia changed 
by the influence of the gospel and the arts of civilization. To us 
the influence of Christianity over the savage mind indicates its divine 
origin. " A remarkable proof of the power of the gospel," says 
Mr. Buller, "was given when Tamati Mizemu Puna, the chief of the 
Aramoho, was admitted to the Lord's Table. By his side knelt Panapa, 
a chief of the Ngati-apa, who in. former yeara had killed and eaten 
Tamati's father. This was the first time they had met together; PL1na's 
emotion was most extraordinary, he seemed to quiver with it. After 
the service was over he was asked the cause of it. He then related the 
circumstance, and said it was only the gospel, which had given him a 
new nature, that could make him eat of the same bread and drink of 
the same cup with the murderer of his own father." 

Examples like this are striking testimonies to the success of the 
gospel among the native tribes. There are those who would decry the 
work accomplished by the missionaries, and wh? ~ould have us believe 
that their converts' faith is ouly skin-deep. This 1s not the case. The 
proportion of sincere believers among l\faories appears to be as great 
as among other communities. Native teachers are now regularly 
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propagating the gospel, 1md their numbers will probably increase. In 
all the Australasian colonies the denominations are on an equality 
before the law; and Mr. Bickford, another writer on the subject, so.ye 
that "under these conditions we find the highest type of social and 
religious life, and this must eventually tell upon the older populations 
of the globe." In a word, the islands of the southern hemisphere are 
lands of freedom in the best sense, as well as lands of plenty. May 
the ill effects of injustice and vicious habits on the part of white men 
be stayed, and may New Zealand be a garden of the Lord. 

~aptists in ~ituna. 
PROBABLY it would be difficult to fix the date when-at least since the 

Middle Ages-there were no Baptists in Austria. In some guise or other, 
under thi~ name or under that, there seem constantly to have been some in 
almost every part of the wide-spread realm. In the days of the Reformation, 
Hubmayer, from Moravia, preached in the open squu.res of Vienna. His 
pamphlets against Rome were widely circulated. He gives e. curious, e.nd 
probably thoroughly con-ect, definition of the word "sac1·ament," properly, e.s he 
says, used of Baptism, not OIL account of any magic power in the ordinance, but 
because the person baptized by that act swears, as it were, e.n oe.th of allegiance 
to his risen Lord and Master. For his bold preaching and teaching Hubme.yer 
soon had to suffer at the stake. At that time the hated "Ano.baptists" were 
numerous. But the Reformation in all its phases was stamped out by brutal 
force in the dread times of the "Anti-Reformation,'' under Ferdinu.nd ll., and, 
up to this day, Austria is suffering uuder the consequences. 

But to turn to modem days. In 1847 five wandering journeymen, all Aus
trians by birth, all converted to God in Germany through the instrumentality 
of the Baptists, might have been seen crossing the Austrian frontiers on their 
way back to their Fatherland, their hearts glowing with a holy desire to hasten 
to their friends to tell them of the precious treasure they had found a.broad. 
They showed whose they were by the Christian tracts they distributed so liberally, 
110d they had scarcely set their foot on Austrian territory when this unheard
of audacity brought them into sharp conflict with the authorities. In 1848, 
during a short-lived revolution, commenced without wisdom and ended without 
success, these brethren, and others gained by them, availed themselves of the 
opportunity abundantly to bestrew the country with more tracts, and Brother 
Oncken, then yet full of strength and vigour, hurrying from the north, lifted up 
bis powerful gospel-voice in the largest be.II in Vienna before many thousands 
of hearers. Shortly after the Croat troops, entering the capital in support of 
the imperial cause, burnt the ball down to the ground. The Baptist brethren 
still went on their way cautiously but firmly, and met with such success that in 
1 t:l5 l the Government found it worth while to send to je.il a number of men 
and women caught in a meeting worshipping God. On their release they were 
scattered up and down the country. Frnm ll:l6[J onward regular meetings were 
again commenced in Vienna. Public meetings could not be attempted, but 
meetings, to which admission was given hy ticket, were arranged, and between 
Joo and l!JO members have since that time been received, many of whom u.re 
already safely landed in the heuenly Jeru~alem, and more of whom are scat
tered abroaci in different countries, mostly all happy and consistent Christie.as 
~escued from the dark bigotry of Romanism. At the present time there are 
about fifty members in full communion with the Baptist church at Vienna. 

All of a sudden, and without the sligbteat warning, the police last March 
forhade these meetings; the motive assigned was that tbey were under influence 
from abroad, and that bHptisms had taken place in public. There wa3 not a 
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shred of truth in those assertions, but they served their purpose as well as any 
oLher. The meetings, ns held that far, had to be suspended, and an appeal to 
higher authorities bas as yet received no kind of answer; or, rather, the answer 
mny be found in an order lately published by the governor, ruling that ad
herents of religious communities not acknowledged by the State have no right 
to meet for religious purposes except with members of their own families, and 
in no other localities than such as are ordinarily used for domestic purposes. 

The 11uthorities do not pretend that these Nonconformists are guilty of any 
breach of moral or civil law, but they presume to be neither Roman Catholics 
nor Greek Catholics, neither Lutherans, nor Unitarians, nor Jews, and so they 
cannot be tolerated. It is true they h!!.ve been winked at and allowed to exist 
for the last fifteen yeus, but of late they have been bold enough to grow and 
extend, and they have thus made themselves insufferable. It is not in our 
days considered good policy to make martyrs of such offenders by sending them 
to prison, but the police, when they can find out when and where they meet, 
will post e. constable at the front door and another at the back door, and stifle 
the child in its birth. 

The Baptists are not the only parties offensive to the authorities, the Wes
leye.ns and the Congregationalists and others are distinguished in like manner. 
A Sunday evening lecture without any sectarian bias, con.fined to pure and 
simple gospel preaching, held with the foreknowledge and the assistance of the 
police by a Baptist brother for the last seven or eight years, is now tolerated 
only on condition that the speaker belong to one of the accredited churches, 
and moreover on condition that there be neither singing nor praying ! Per
mission given to other parties to preach is me.de illusory by the addition of the 
clause that young persons between six and fourteen years of age must not be 
admitted, a condition which practically makes eny public meeting impossible. 
All this happens, not in Anno Domini 1600 odd, but in 1870, in the same 
Austria that, in concert with Great Britain and the other great powers of 
Europe, forces religious liberty on the petty states of Roumania and Servie., 
and formally guarantees liberty of worship to her new Mahometan subjects. 

The position of all Nonconformists in Austria is truly deplorable. It is they, 
and the Baptists first and foremost, that have introduced Bible classes, prayer
meetings, Sunday-schools, and Sabbath-evening services, things hitherto utterly 
unknown even among tbe other Protestants, e.nd even now almost entirely un
practised by them still. Terrible havoc of all evangelistic work bas been made 
by the late Government measures. All mission work is stopped ; the circulation 
of the Bible bas never lieen free, but the difficulties now thrown in its way in 
some provinces make the work almost impossible. As for other books and 
tracts, every sort and kind of colportage, or dissemination by private persons 
not provided with a bookseller's license, is strictly forbidden by the law. It is 
but right and proper that Christians in England and other countries should 
know bow their brethren in Austria are oppressed and vexed, that they may 
lift up their voices to him that reigneth in heaven, supplicating him to send 
deliverance to his captive ones. 

The above does not refer to Hungary, where practically there is full religious 
liberty, but to Austria proper only, including Lower and Upper Austria, Bo
hemia, More.via, &c., &c., where the same emperor reigns, but with Jaws totally 
different from those that are in force in Hungary. Will not our reade~s lay this 
sad matter to heart and pray for the believers in Austria, and use any mfluence 
they may have to make this crying evil universally known, till for very shame 
the Austrian emperor gives liberty to our brethren? We are boun~ t~ work f:lS 
well ns to pray in such a cause. If Chi·istian newspap_ers a11d T!erwdicals_ 101ll 

copy this article and make public the bigotry of_A!1str1a they will ,be dr~omg a 
nail in the coffin of pei·secution. All our Chnst1an me_n~bers ~t. p11rha°:1ent 
should join in agitating the question at all proper opportumties. 1h1s abomma
tion must come to an end. 

31 
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-♦ ffi;ullih.ob,z." 
"DEATH or Mr. James Scott. Not in Tullibody only, but in Alloa and 

indeed in 1tll the district round, the announcement of the death of 
Mr. Scott will l1e heard of _with de(lp regret. For upwards of forty yc11rs Mr. 
Scott has been connected with the Baptist congregation, which has during this 
long s€1ries of years worshipped in a chapel in Eastvennel, Alloa. So long ngo 
as 1~37 Mr. Scott (who wits a native of Tullibody, we believe, where Im resided 
till bis death) became identified with tbe Baptist cause, and in this movement 
in Alloa, in its origin, we.s associated with Mr. Jttmes McIntyre ttnd Mr. Jttmes 
Drysdale. Mr. Scott ultimately orgttnized end becttme pttstor of the Alloe. 
Baptist congroge.tion, and we are free to say that no pastor could have more 
faithfully discharged his duties than Mr. Scott. In see.son and out of season 
he was always e.t his post, while his visittttions to the people of his charge were 
most exemplary, and be was specially e.ssiduollS in his attendance on the sick 
and the distressed of his numerous congreglltion. 

'' l\ir. Scott was eminently a man of peace, and this prominent feature of his 
character prevented bis ta.king part in controversial questions of any kind. It 
was impossible not to like and love Mr. Scott, for, while indelibly faithful to his 
religious principles and views, he was ever affable, generous, and friendly to 
all with whom he came in contact. 

"We shall miss Mr. Scott very much, for we always looked upon him, from 
his ever consistent walk e.nd conversation, as being an influence for good. We 
observe that the interment of his remains htts been fixed for Monday next.'' 

Such is the notice that appeared in The Alloa Advertiser, of the 10th of May, 
of the passing e.we.y of one long known in Scotland, and much respected as a 
faithful and devoted a.gent of our Home Missionary Society, e.nd pttstor of the 
church in Alloe.. When I first became acquainted with our late brother he was 
working in the Tullibody t,m-yard at eleven shillings e. week, employing his 
spa.re time, in the evenings e.nd mornings, in study, preparing for his Se.bbe.th 
work, and in the cultivation of a small croft, rendered necessary by the require
ments of a family of seven children, three sons and four daughters, who all 
surnve him. 

The precise date of his conversion is not known, the important event, how
ever, was due to the instrumentality of a working blacksmith with whom he 
became acquainted, whose godly converstttion arrested his attention, and from 
whom he received the bread of life. A tract on the subject of baptism having 
been put into bis hands directed his attention to thttt ordiuance, which led to 
his baptism and union witb the church in Stirling about the year 1805 or 1806, 
then under the pastoral care of the late Mr. W. McMillan. Possessed of a strong 
and active mind, a most retentive memory, and e. robust constitution, e.nd fired 
with the love of souls, he at once entered upon the work of e.n evangelist, which 
he continued with unabated energy and usefulness until le.id down with his first 
and last illness. 

He was wont at this time on Saturdays, when the week's work was done, to 
prepare and set off on foot over the hills to Crieff (a distance of twenty-~wo 
miles), Blackford, or Auchterarder, where he would hold two or more servtces 
on Lord's-day; recrossing the hills to Tullibody in time to answer the work
man's bell on ,Monday morning. Two years after this the church in Alloa was 
formed; the following is the record of the event, copied from the church• 
book;-

" The formation of the Baptist church in Alloa took place in November, 1838, 
in a private house at the top of Mar Street. The names of those who solemnly 
agreed to unite as e. church of Christ, taking the Bible as their only rule of 
faith and manuers, were ,James McIntyre, John Drysdale, James Scott, Robert 
McKecbnie, Mrs. McIntyre, and Mrs. Scott. After prayer they gave to each 
other the right hand of fellowship. Brother Scott was unanimously appointed 
to preside and conduct the services of the church. All the above were members 
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of tho lfaptist Church, Stirling, under the pastoral care of the late Mr. 
McMillan. The church in Stirling cordially agreed that such a step should be 
tnkon." 

Of these five who first constituted the church in Alloa, :Mrs. Scott, widow of 
our Into brother, alone remains. As an evidence of the esteem in which Mr. 
Scott was held, and of his courage ancl ability in defence of the truth, the fol
lowing is worth relating:-

A deputation of Mormon Bishops having visited the locality began dissemi
n11ting their viewe, e.nd holding meetings in the various towns e.nd villages 
spre11cl a.long the foot of the Yoche.l Hills. Emboldened by their apparent 
success, they challenged the ministers of the district to e. public discussion on 
the merits of their religion. To this challenge there we.s no response, until, to 
the surprise of the whole country round, it came out that it he.d been accepted 
by Mr. Scott, e.nd we.s arranged to come off in the Public Hall, Clackmannan. 
His late master, Mr. Alexander Paterson, also heard of it, and some days before 
the first meeting took place accosted him thus while at work in the tan-yard; 
"Jamie, what kind o' a scrape is this ye hae gotten yersell inta ?" (:Mr. Scott 
explained,) "How," continued his master, " dae ye expect to be able to mind 
yer wark here a' day and then walk te. Clackmannan an' back, forby discussing 
wi' they folk?" " I was intending," r~joined Mr. Scott, " to request you to allow 
me to be off work for a week or two till this matter is settled ?" "Alf wark, 
indeed," replied the master, '' gae he.me ta yer books, Jamie, gae ha.me to yer 
books, an' when the time comes tak my pownie wi' ye ; but mind, if ye dinna 
ge.e they rascals a thrashing ye need na show yer face here again." 

The thrashing the Mormons received during the four nights' discussion at 
Cle.ckmannan was of such a nature that no Mormon he.s been since kuown to 
venture into the district; while the people were so well pleased with our bro
ther's complete victory that they convened a public meeting in his honour, 
when, in addition to thanks, they presented him with a purse of sovereigns. 

Comin~ down to the year 1847, we copy the following minute of the church, 
bee.ring date the 8th of March that year. "A meeting of the church was held 
this evening in Brother McTeshan's house, according to pulpit announcement 
,last Lord's-day, when the following brethren met :-Ja.mes McIntyre, R. Car
-rnichael, Alexander McGechan, James Scott, Richard Wilson, James Wright, 
'Robert Wright, William Watt, Joseph Fyfe. Brother McGechan having opened 
the meeting with prayer, Brother Scott was appointed to the chair, the object 
of the meeting being stated, viz., to take into consideration the propriety of pur
chasing the chapel which they statedly meet in. After a little conversation the 
brethren were unanimous in the propriety of such a step ; brothers McTechan 
and Carmichael to effect the purchase of the same." The building referred to 
was an old Episcopalian chapel capable of seating fifty worshippers, and wa3 
accordingly purchased at a cost of £95, and reps.ired at a further expense of 
£22. The membership at this time did not exceed a score all told. Since then 
this building has been enlarged to accommod1tte two hundred persons, and a 
small vestry added at a cost of £H>O. The membership at present is one 
hundred and twenty. . 

Mr. Scott continued working in the tan-yard, and ta.king the o,:rs1g~t of 
the church down to the year 1854, when by desire of the chw·ch he rehm1_u1s~ed 
l1is worldly calling to pursue his work of eve.ngelization (whi?h. at this time 
began to bear much fruit) without interruption. Our Home M1ss1on also took 
him under their wing, and supplemented the sma11 allowance of s9:1ary the 
church was able to give him, while the friends in Bristo-place, Edinburgh, 
generously lent a helping hand in this matter. 

For the last twenty-five years om· late brother's time and energ_ies h~v~ been 
wholly devoted to the work; and that bis labours have not been m ve.m Ill the 
Lord is evident from the fact that in addition to the one hundred and twenty 
that remain in fellowship in Alloa,'tl.te most of who_m _are his spiritual children, 
there are sc11ttered far and wide and gone to the meJonty more than a thousand, 
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who received their knowledge of divine things from his lips and were baptized 
by him. 

• He may be said to have died in harness. On ·Friday, the 2nd of ~foy, he 
attended a funeral in Alloa, and made some pastorRI visits going home in the 
eTening. He sat up till Rfter midnight reading in The Bapti.~t the acconnt of 
the May meetings in London. Retiring to rest, he complained of cold, in a few 
minutes be was in a burning fe'l'er; delirium quickly followed, which continued 
with little intermission to the end. In him the ruling passion was strong in 
death, for in bis delirium be was either expounding the Scriptures to his Bible 
class. or preaching the gospel to sinners, calling upon them to "Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world," or exhorting the church, 
until half-past six on the morning of Friday, the !lth, when, in the presence of 
his family, who had been summoned to bis bedside, he passed to his reward in 
the 'ilst year of bis age. 

Intimate with our late friend and brother for over thirty years, and having 
frequently accompanied him in his itinerations, and assisted at his meetings in 
Alloa, Sauchie, Alva, Tilliconltry, and elsewhere, I knew him well, and desire 
to render this bumble tribute to his worth, hoping that it may be an incentive to 
some of our young men to endeavour to follow in his steps. 

His remains were interred in the Tnllibody graveyard on Monday, the 12th 
of May, followed by a large_ concourse of people, many of whom had come con
siderable distances to be present on the occasion. Mr. William Grant, pastor 
of the Bristo-place Church, Edinburgh, and Mr. Yuill, pastor of the church, 
Stirling, conducted the de'l'otione.1 services on the occasion. 

Glasgow, 13th May, 187(), W. M. 

~.ati.cts Df ~a.ohs. 
S071gs of the Isle, Seaside Musings, {re. 

B, MARY Al!il!i WESTBROOK. San
down, Isle of Wight: Taylor and 
Mearman. 

MosT of these pieces were contributed 
to an Isle of Wight newspaper, and are 
here collected into one little book. The 
authoress is evidently imbued with deep 
piety and an earnest desire to do good, 
but we fail to appreciate the form in 
which the musings of her mind are pre
sented. Good, honest prose is infinitely 
to be preferred before musical or un
musical jingle. 

Domrstic Economy for the Use of 
Schools. Eighth edition. Glasgow: 
Bryce and Son. 

TH1s little manual, in the form of 
question and answer, is admirably 
adapted for giving to servants as a first 
lesson in household duties; and-says 
our own domestic economist, looking 
over our shoulder as we write-it migLt 
usefully be read by daughters who hope 
to become wives by-and-by. This, in 
these days of women's rights, should 
clear out the eighth edition at once. 

Thoughts on Sickness. By E. JAN& 
WHATELY, London: Hatcba.rds. 

FoR the small price of sixpence here is 
an invaluable handbook for the sick 
room. Its principal qualities are strong 
common sense and tender piety. The 
chapter on sickness, as it concerns the 
sufferer, is quite a refreshing draught to 
a thirsty, fainting spirit, while the 
other chapters on watchers of the sick. 
visitors, and convalescence are full of 
sensible suggestions. We wish this 
handbook the widest circulation. 

First Steps in Science. Part II. Ele-
• mentary Chemistry. By BASIL Aa
NOLD. London : Hamilton, Adams, 
and Co. 

AN easy handbook to chemistry, put in 
the form of question and answer, suit
able for lads and lasses as a first intro
duction to science. A little less techni
cality in terms would be an improve
ment. There is a glossary, but one does 
not always want to be turning to it. 
Even with this defect, it is a very 
useful elementary text book. 
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Social Purity: on Address. By ,JosE-
l'IIINE E. BuTLER, Morgan & Scou. 

vVE ore sorry that there should be need 
for a. lady to deliver such an address, 
but ns the1·e is such n need we rejoice 
that the woman is forthcoming who is 
not ashamed to vindicate her sex. We 
Jive in a wretched age, when princes and 
peers ha.ve thought it an honour to en
joy the society of a 5trumpet, and Christ
ian newspapers advocate the theatre. 
Contagious diseases acts are passed to 
make it safe for men to sin, and licenses 
are issued for the torturing of dumb 
animals. It is enough to make the 
stones to speak, and we wonder not that 
women, bursting through their natural 
retirement, rush forward to plead for 
chastity and humanity while there is yet 
a relic of it left. May the Social Purity 
Alliance prosper so greatly that its lady 
members may yet be able to hold their 
tongues, and keep clear consciences too. 

Classical Revision of the Greek New 
Testament. By W. MILLAR N1coL
soN, M.A. Williams andNorgate, 14, 
Henrietta Street, London. 

VERY helpful to all students of the 
Greek Testament, and very stimulating 
to others to become so. It is highly 
critical without needless technicalities, 
and it abounds with minute discrimina
tions, which are stated and illustrated 
with great clearness and precision. 
Readers will here find to their surprise 
how many shades of meaning there are 
in the original language of the New 
Testament which are either omitted or 
misrepresented in the English transla
tion; and, also, how many there are 
which could not possibly have been 
transferred to another language. We 
say shades of meaning, because they 
seldom nffect great and fundamental 
truths. If we ventured to differ in 
any respect from the author, it would 
be in his estimate of the clnssical 
above the Hellenistic model of New 
Testament Greek. As the writers of 
the New Testament were more familiar 
with the Greek of the Septuagint than 
with classic writers, we should suppose 
that this would greatly affect their 
style. On this subject we shall ho.ve 
better evidence when the author bas 
investigated the Greek of the Septua
gint, as he has promised to do, with the 

same care which he has bestowed upon 
the Greek of the N cw Testament. One 
great value of this little volume con
sists in an index to upwards of six hun
dred passages of Scripture, which are 
critically explained upon prim:iples 
which may be equally applied to innu
merable others. 

Some Rough Sermons on all Sort~ of 
.Sayings and Subjects. By Bu::sT 
Ronrn, Esq. First Series. Man
chester: Tubbs and Brook. 

WELL done, Blunt Robin, Esq. ! Your 
literary pinch of snuff has done us 
good, and is likely to keep awake any 
who will take it. Though be is only a 
plain bumpkin, and you are an Esquire
whatever that may mean-John :Plough
man takes off bis bat to you and wishes 
you "good-day " and success to your 
effort. 

English Men of Letters. Edited by 
JoHN MoRLEY, Macmillan. 

IT is an excellent idea to produce short 
lives of our great writers, and issue 
them in a cheap form. '!Ve have read 
throu"'b Gold.~mith, by William Black, 
and h~ve been delighted with it. Scott, 
too, by R. H. Hutton, is a first-rate 
summary of a remarkable life. All the 
handbooks and other popular issues of 
Mr. Macmillan's house are in the best 
literary form, and these short memoirs 
are among the best of them. There is 
enough in each life to give a fair idea of 
the man, and yet a person of scanty 
leisw·e can get through it readily. 

Blackwoocfs Foreign Classics for Eng-
lish Readers. Edited by Mrs. OLI
PHANT, William Blackwood and Sons. 

OuR rising generation ought to be wiser 
than their fathers. vVe have been pe
rusincr the life of Dante in this series, 
and ;e feel that we have learned much 
more of the subject in a short time than 
far longer researches had taught us. It 
is no small matter to have a great 
author presented to you in ?rief, to ~av_e 
his story written as_ attractively as !f 1t 
were a novel, and his works summarized 
as if they were made into a newspaper 
article. A h11lf-crown spent on some of 
these authors will be a thoroughly pro
fitable investment: Pascal, Petrarcb, 
Goethe, and others, will abundantly 
reward the student. 
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B.1/iray Gleanings. By FANNIE SuRTEl!S 
(Cherith). Partridge and Co. 

BRIGHT, powerful st.ories, founded upon 
fact. Suitable for onr elder scholars, 
and should be in every Sunday-school 
library. There will be no gaping or 
nodding owr this book, and most readers 
will, like Oli,·cr, "ask for more." 

011r Life Dny. By Rev. Anot.l'H 
8Al'HIR. D.D. ,John F. Shaw R11d 
Co., 48, Paternoster Row. 

Tms title has been given to a series of 
Sunday-morning discourses published 
by request of the hearers. lt is not a 
mere title, but an expression of the 
character and design of the whole series. 
Its publication weil sustains the author's 
reputation for originality of thought, 
purity of diction, and soundness of the0-
logical teaching. It is still more valu
able as an additional evidence that he 
is not even partially tainted with the 
scepticism from which comparatively few 
prominent preachers of the age are 
wholly free. We mean not that these 
discourses a.re controversial, but that, 
by the statement and enforcement of 
old e,angelical truths in old e.angelical 
terms, they best answer that design. 
The gospel order of first righteousness 
in Christ and then in ourselves, Christ 
first as an atoning High Priest, and 
then as an example, first receiving him 
and then walking in him, is clearly 
stated and maintained. "It is only," 
we a.re told, "when we know the Son of 
God, the atoning death on the cross, 
and the glory of the heavenly High 
Priest, that we understand the meaning 
and realize the power of his example.'' 
Upon another phase of modern scepti
cism we haYe the following decision: 
"If we accept the testimony of Scrip
ture, there is a conclusion of history ; 
there is a judgment, beyond which there 
is no change ; after which there is 
neither the conversion nor the annihi
lation of immortal spirits, but the endless 
continuance of the second death." lVe 
are thankful for the testimony of men, 
in behalf of the old truths, of equal 
intelligence and attainments and tender
ness to those by whom they are opposed, 
and especially when their testimony is 
founded upon that of the Scriptures 
themselves. 

The Chnrch: its Life and Wo1·l1s. Ser
mons by JonN 1-IuTcmNBON, D.D. 
Edinburgh : Andrew Elliot. 

NoT often do we come ncross sermons 
so full of sound exposition and scho
larly ability, combined with simplicity 
and beauty of t1·entment. Though nil 
the seven of them nre good, exceed
ingly good, we think the one on "The 
Church's Ministry of Recoucilintion" is 
almost perfect in its suggestiveness of 
thought and clearness of statement. 
This little volume deserves the largest 
of sales, both for its intrinsic value and 
because the profits thereof are to be 
devoted to the building-fund of the 
place where they were preached. 

The Ro!Jal Priesthood: or, tlie Power 
of an Endless Life. London: S. W. 
Partridge. 

OUTLINE subjects for Bible-class study, 
with proof-texts; calculated to be use
ful to those who will use them conscien
tiously as suggestions and as nothing 
more. The priesthood of all believers 
is the best antidote to the priestly as
sumptions which abound in certain 
quarters, and this truth these lessons 
teach in the language of Scripture. The 
book has our sincere commendation. 
Joseph Cook's Boston Monday Lectures, 

Students' Edition, ls. 6d. each. Trans
cendentalism, Biology, Orthodoxy, 
Heredity, Conscience. R. D. Dick
inson, 27 ½, Farringdon Street. 

HERE are Joseph Cook's wonderful 
lectures and talks put into a cheap form 
for all readers. Rather small type, but 
else they had not been within the reach 
of small purses. Young men will learn 
no end of philosophy and sound argu
ment from these lectures, though they 
have too much of Shakspee.re and 
poetry in them to be quite convincing to 
our matter-of-fact intellect. The good 
man is on our side, and smites the 
enemy with heart and soul, bringing a 
cultured intellect into the Lord's battle. 
More power to his arm l We do not 
think the humble reader of the Bible, 
whose faith knows few assaults, will ea.re 
much for these books of battle ; but 
youthful spirits perturbed by the con
flicts of the thinking world, will take 
delight in them and derive no little 
strengthening, if the Lord shall teach 
them to read aright. 
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Rob-Rat: a Story of Barge Life. Price 
6d. 66, Paternoster-row. 

LIFE-LIKE pictures, drawn by II master 
bnnd, of the opposite types of bargemen 
11s represented by the skipper of the 
Water-Rat, and goocl old Noah the 
owner of Tlie Arlt. We trust that this 
lit~le b~ok will lead thousands to sympa
thize with our canal population, and to 
render practical aid to the noble apostle 
of the bargemen, Mr. Geo. Smith of 
Coalville, in his philanthropic effort~ to 
remove one of the foulest blots from the 
great waterways of our country. It is 
time for someone to speak, and act, too, 
when a brute in the shape of a man, his 
"mate," seven children, and a bull
t~rrier occ_upy a cabin only six feet long, 
six feet wide, and five feet high. We 
are sorry to find from Mr. Smith's letters 
to the papers that the Act of Parliament 
which was passed in the interests of the 
bargemen's children is at present prac
tically a dead letter. 

The Joyful Sound: beino- notes on the 
Fifty-fifth Chapter of Isaiah. By 
WILLIAM BRo"'N· Edinburgh : Oli
phant and Co. 

RIGHT happy and highly-favoured is 
that young women's Bible-class which 
has such a teacher as the author of this 
book. Though his subjects have been 
well worn, Mr. Brown is as crisp and 
fresh as it is possible to be, and while 
we re11d, he fairly delights us. His 
style is plain, earnest, bright, and force
ful, and he abounds in illustrative power. 
Such a teacher should take care to let 
his powers of exposition have a wide 
sphere of usefulness. In its own way, 
though of course different, this volume 
is equal to "The Tabernacle and its 
Services," by the same writer: to say this 
is no small praise. 

Sermons by Robert Barclay. With a 
Brief Memoir. Edited by his Widow. 
London : Hodder and Stoughton. 

RoBERT BARCLAY was in every respect 
deserving of this memoriru of his life 
!'-nd labours, and we cordially welcome 
1t_s appearance. Possessing great capa
cities and high scholarly attainments, 
he was, nevertheless, most devoted 
in his attempts to preach the gospel to 
the humblest and most degraded. He 
seems to have tried to exhibit in his life 

~he op?stle's description, "Not slothfnl 
rn busrness, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord." The sermons are little 
more than sketches, but they exhibit 
much thought and study, end we doubt 
~ot were v~ry_ P?wcr ful in their deli very. 
The mem01r 1s rn every way admirable, 
and reveals the broad catholicity of the 
spirit of the man who, thouo-h numbered 
among the Society of F~iend8 made 
friends in every section of Christian 
society by his godly sincerity. 

The Bears' Den. By EMILY Hc;:sTING-
TON MILLER, 66, Paternoster-row. 

A BOY's story of the very best kind. 
Many parent_s might profitably read it, 
and then with confidence hand it to 
their children. We feel sure that all 

_who begin the book will read on to the 
end, and even then they will express the 
hope that the authoress will soon write 
another story just as good. 

Wycliffe to Wesley ; Heroes and Mar
tyrs of the Church in Britain. 66, 
Paternoster Row. 

Fao111 Wyclijfe to Wesley, a fine run of 
history. A very milky way, all thick 
with stars, many of them of the first 
magnitude. From Wesley to the Ad
vent, will the story be quite as lustrous 
with lamps of the Lord's own kindling? 
)Ve have no fears, for the Lord liveth; 
but if we had any, a glance such as this 
book affords us would forbid despon
dency. Our Wesleyan friends are 
doing good service by producing a 
work like this ; catholic! evangelical, 
and full of heart-cheermg examples. 
The book is rich in illustrations, and is 
well adapted for youthful minds, as well 
as older readers. It is a holy record, 
calculated to excite zeal and strengthen 
faith. 

Temperance Work in the Royal Na'Dy. 
By the author of'' Our Blue Jackets." 
With preface by Agnes E. WESTON. 
London : Hodder and Stoughton. 

GENEROUS Jack is particularly open to 
temptations to drink, and we are glad 
that devoted spirits are ready to help 
in the removal of these temptations. 
This simple record of needed work is 
very inspiring, and we wish for it a 
large circulation. 
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Beauty for Ashes. By ALEXANDER 
D1cK soN. Robert Carter & Brothers 
New York. 

'.l'o preach c~nsolation without specify
ing to whom 1t belongs has been said to 
be like put.ting e letter in the Post 
Office without a direction. It mio-ht 
contain a cheque, or a bank note of c~n
siderable value, but no one could tell 
for ~bom !t w~s in~ended. To put an 
illegible d1rect1on JS still worse but to 
put a wrong direc-tion is ~orst' of all. 
All the promises of Scripture are clearly 
directed to the persons to whom they 
belong. Its consolations are for the 
children of God only. "Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith your God.'' 
It says not" peace! peace! when there 
is no peace." The consolations of the 
people of God are clearly and fully 
shown in this book to be neither few· 
nor small, and are evidently intended, 
from the experimental descriptions ac
companying them, for such persons 
only. If anything be wanting to render 
the book complete, it would be a clear 
delineation at the commencement of 
the persons entitled to the treasures 
it contains. It is attractive in its appear
ance, clear in type, pure in diction, and 
has a full amount of illustration. 

Cloudlo.nd; or, Winnie Hetherington's 
Dream. By S. S. WYNNE. London: 
S. Partridge and Co. 

AN excellent story, cleverly written, 
and superbly illustrated ; showing the 
evils of indulging in day dreams instead 
of doing the duty that lies nearest to 
us. We only hope that this choice 
volume may have many readers, and 
turn dwellers in cloudland into practi
ce.I folks. These are not the times for 
dreaming. 

Confession and Absolution a.f taught in 
Scripture and as practised in the 
Primitive Church. By a Layman. 
London: W. Isbister and Co. 

STAJtTD,G from the infallible standard of 
Scripture authority, the author of this 
able pamphlet examines modern priestly 
pretensions to absolve sins, and most 
thoroughly refutes them. His penetra
tion is keen and subtle, striking to the 
very heart of a fallacy in a moment, 
and with relentless logic exposing it. 

Added to which, the style is 11s clenr as 
crystal and as plain ns daylight. We 
only wish that in certain quarters where 
revived Pa.gnnism is rampnnt this little 
manual could be genernlly read. It 
would be a mighty antidote to this pest 
of priestcraft. God speed every such 
attempt to brush down mediroval cob
webs, and the spiders that spin them. 

The Sc1·iptm·e View of Ch1·ist preaclti11g 
to the Spit-its in Prison. By Rev. A. 
CuRRIE. London: Nisbet. 

THE apostle Peter said of Paul's epistles 
that they contained "some things hard to 
be understood." It is pretty plain that 
this passage of Peter's is not less diffi
cult than many of Paul's. Nearly every 
fresh interpreter has a new interpreta
tion of it : and while the Roman Catho
lics say it argues in favour of purgatory, 
a new school of modern teachers says it 
teaches a new probation for the impeni
tent, and the final salvation of repro
bates. Our author tries to prove what 
is at least new to us, viz.,-That the 
spirits in prison were the peraons in the 
ark, and that Christ's preaching was 
through Noah to them, and that by that 
preaching ·they who had been disobe
dient or unbelieving became believing 
or obedient ere the flood ceased. This 
interpretation, which is very plausibly 
supported by clear and dogmatic state
ments and arguments, is infinitely to be 
preferred to many we have seen, and 
yet we cannot but think that there are 
some objections to its acceptance. " No, 
Mr. Currie! Peter is not yet quite 
plain, though your attempt to expound 
is both honest and able." 

The King and the Usurper; or, the City 
of Separation. By J. B. London : 
Samuel Bagster and Sons. 

MANY a lesson may be taught in alle
gory which would find little entrance if 
presented in a less attractive form. This 
little book teaches in very pleasant pic
ture the necessity and blessedness of 
Christian separation frow the world and 
its pleasures. We wish that every young 
convert could be furnished with a copy 
of it, and that he would carefully read 
and mark its lessons; it would soon 
make the boundary between the church 
and the world more defined than it ia 
to-day. 
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•• Within tlte palace gates": o. Tribute 
to the Memory of Frnnces Ridley 
1-favergal. By the Rev. CHARLES 
BULLOCK, 1 1 Paternoster Buildings. 

A KING'S daughter ho.s gone from us, 
a woman altogether consecrated, and 
having much to consecrate. All the 
church mourns the silencing of this sweet 
,poet's song, second to none among the 
tuneful sisterhood, Mr.Bullock has done 
well to cast an immortelle upon the grave 
where an immortal spirit has left its 
clay till the resurrection morn. Her 
hymns, which were all for Jesus, shall 
be sung wherever the gospel is preached, 
"for a memorial of her.'' 

The Early Years of Christianity: a 
Comprehensive History of the First 
Three Centuries of the Christian 
Church. Vol. IV. By E. DE PRES
sE11sE, D.D. Hodder and Stoughton. 

THE four volumes of this work are a 
splendid addition to our stores of 
church history. We might not in all 
points agree with our author in his 
views, but we are greatly indebted to 
him for his facts ; and we so highly ap
preciate the book that we place it 
among those which every student should 
possess. It fires the soul to read of 
great deeds set forth in such stirring 

ON Sunday evening, A11g. 10, the regular 
hearers at the Tabernacle once more 
vacated their see.ta to allow strangers to 
occupy them. If the building had been 
twice as large as it is it would have been 
none too spacious for the crowds that 
sought admittance. As it was, we po.eked 
in a.a many as we possibly could, and 
preached to them with all the power that 
the Lord gave us. The sermon is pub
lished (No. 1,489. The Plague of the 
Heart), and may be still more widely 
blessed if Christians will circulate it where 
it is likely to be useful. 

This special effort was preceded by 
earnest supplications at the regulur prayer
~eetings, by the /pleadings of a meet
mg of chosen soul-willllers held in the 
afternoon, a.nd by the united prayers of 
the pastor and deacons in their private 

word8 : it is a special means of grace 
to come under the inflaence of such an 
author when he is handling such a 
theme. The volumes in the cheap 
edition are 7s. 6d. each, and this is a 
very moderate price for a production 
which has cost so much time and labour. 
Miss Harwood-Holmden, so far as we 
can judge, has admirably executed the 
translation. We suggest that every 
minister should have these four volumes 
presented to him by some wealthy 
hearer. 

The Classic Preachers of the English 
Church. ·with an Introduction by 
JoHN EDWARD KE~IPE, :M.A. John 
Murray, Albemarle Street. 

ALTHOUGH our author looks upon 
preachers from a standpoint very dif
ferent from our own, we have been 
right glad to know his views of the 
classic preachers of the English church, 
and to find ourselves, in general, agree
ing with him. '!'he sketch of Donne is 
admirably drawn. With Wilson, that 
true bishop of an extinct order, we were 
greatly pleased. Andrewell, too, in the 
second volume, is most excellent. In 
fact, for ministers the two volumes are 
the best known to us upon their special 
subject, and we feel refreshed by having 
read them. 

vestry. It was delightful to observe the 
discipline voluntarily kept up by the 
Te.b~rno.cle friends; for none of them were 
present, nor thought of being so. There 
are generally a few crooked folks who will 
never fall into rank, or agree to anything 
which approves itself to others, but we 
saw no specimens of these irregulars, and 
we a.rA under the impression that we have 
no such individuals at the Tabernacle. 
The idea of giving outsiders an opportu
nity of hearing their pastor Gommends it
self to the uni verso.l conscience of the 
people, and therefore o.ll carry it out 
cheerfully. The pastor appreciates this 
loving unanimity, and takes this opportu
nity of rendering his hearty thanks to one 
and all. Few minister~ have to thank 
their hearers for stopping away, but we do 
so most heartily, accepting the action rui 
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one of the surest tokens of intense unity 
of hee.rt in the Lord's work. 

The visitors for that evening were a 
reme.rkable mixture, oomprising the work
me.n in his usual ~rb, the west-end 
gentleman in the height of fashion, the 
sober }"'riend e.nd the solid man of busi
ness, and all other !rinds of people. The 
higher and lower ranks were equally well 
represented ; men were, as usual, much in 
the majority, the clergy were in force, 
soldiers blazed in red here and there, and 
the usuRl church-going middle-class ele
ment filled in the picture. It was a great 
crush, and the atmosphere was dense and 
drowsv, but the attention was unbroken 
and the feeling deep. At the close our 
spiritual sha11>-shooters gathered up each 
one his share of those wounded by the 
word. Results, however, are better seen 
after e.n inter.al than immediately after 
the sernce. So it has ever been with 
our ministry. The converts d• not rush 
excitedly into e.n enquiry room, but they 
think over what they have heard, and 
where the arrows have entered the soul 
the conmced ones come forward in aue 
time. 

CoLLEGE.-The following students have 
accepted pastorates since the last notice. 
Mr. J. Rankin settles at Guildford, Surrey; 
and Mr. J. C. Brett will endeavour to re
suscitate the Baptist church at Welling
ton, Se.lop; we bespeak for him the aid of 
our good friends in that region. Mr. T. 
Kapoleon Smith takes charge of the 
churehes at Monks Kirby and Pailton, 
Warwickshire ; Mr. E. S. Hadler succeeds 
Mr. Pope at Thorpe-le-Soken, Essex; Mr. 
W. Clatworthy goes to co-operate with 
our esteemed friend, J. Hannington, Esq., 
at Fishersgate, Sussex; and Mr. J. Taylor 
begins vork at Campden, Gloucestershire. 

Mr. Timothy Harley, who has been for 
some years pastor at Savannah, Georgia, 
u .S. A., has returned from America, 'l"here 
he was tried by the yellow fever, and has 
accepted an invitation from the church at 
John-street, Bedford-row. Mr. D. Asquith 
has removed from Brixton to Clarence
street, Landport; Mr. W. A. Davis from 
South Shields to Melton Mowbray; and 
Mr. John Clark from Dartmouth to Yar
mouth, Nova Scotia. 

Mr. W. Miller has fallen asleep during 
the past month. He was a good brother, 
though he lacked firmness of mind. After 
leaving the Baptist denomination to be
come for a while a Free Methodist he 
returned to his first principles, and was 
restored to the College Conference a month 
c,r twc, before life ebbed out. His tender, 

gentle, holy spirit is now free from the 
troubles which were too many for his 
heart to bear. 

We have lately received quite a batch 
of foreign letters from ~arious ministers 
connected with our College Conferenoe, 
and the tone of most, if not of all of them. 
is very cheering. Mr. White writes from 
Japan to tell us that he has opened his 
new preaching station. It is only a room, 
but as soon as it is filled the movable 'front. 
is removed, and the people in the street 
hoar the preacher's message. He mentions 
that he had just received the good news 
that a thousand persons in one of the in
land provinces were asking to be bap
tized. He hopes soon to translate some of 
our sermons into J apanose. 

From Calci1tta we have an earnest ap
peal for more Christian workers in 
India. Mr. Blackie is doing what he can, 
for beside his pastorate at the Lall Bazar 
he has been teaching native boys and girls. 
in the mission schools, he is secretary and 
tree.surer of the Benevolent Institution, 
and secretary of the Baptist Indian Mis
sion, and the Calcutta. Temperance League. 
He is hoping soon to be able to labour 
entirely amongst the nati-,es. 

Mr. Dyke sends us a long and interest
ing account of the work of our brethren in 
Canada. He specially mentions the help 
they have rendered in connection with the 
new Home Mission and Svstematic Bene
ficence schemes. He sends us tidings of 
Messrs. Grant, Forth, Lennie, Willis, 
Holmes, and Cook, e.11 of whom seem to 
be doing thoroughly well. Our beloved. 
brother, J. A. Spurgeon, hopes to see all 
these brethren during the months of Sep
tember and October, e.nd we hope his 
presence will inspirit them and all the 
Canadian friends. Particulars of his trip
we hope to give in our magazine. 

Mr. Kendonhasarrived safely in Jamaica 
after a very pleasant voyage, and has now 
settled down to work at Old Harbour. 
Mr. Berry expected to baptize twenty
five persons this month, making seventy
five for the year. 

Mr. Downing,_of Brisbane, e.nd several of 
our brethren in America, have also written 
us very encouragingly of their progress 
and prospects. Let the name of the Lord 
be praised. 

The students re-assembled August 12th, 
and are now in full work. We have a 
larger number of men than ever before, 
and yet we have refused a host of appli
cants. Our venerable tutor, Mr. Rogers, 
having retired through age, his place is for 
the time occupied by Dr. Davis and ~r. 
Wrench. Our young men are throwrng 
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their hearts into their studies, and several 
of the older men are men of special pro
mise. Of more than thirty new mon whom 
we have admitted we shall write with more 
confidence after a few months' trial. The 
readers of Tlte Sroortl and tlte Tromel 
have not, we hope, forgotten that we 
have more than one hundred men to 
support. The income just now is very 
small. The donations received this 
month are old promises made at Mr. 
Phillips' supper, and donations given at 
the Weekly Offering: apart from this 
nothing has come in, or next to nothing, 
for the friends have been thinking of the 
Girls' Orphanage. This, however, does 
not stop our expense of some £ I 40 per 
week for this College work alone. God's 
blessing on the work will be seen by our 
latest tablet of results-

Ministers who have been educated in the 
College, 470; New Churches formed, 132; 
persons baptized, 36,123; Students in the 
College, ll 0 ; Students in the Evening 
Classes, 200. 

For carrying on this great work. we 
have no resource but God, and he will 
not fail us, but will issue commands to 
his good stewards to see that this work 
never flags for want of the silver and gold. 

EVANGELISTS.-During the time set 
apart for their holiday, Messrs. Smith and 
Fullerton conducted special services at 
Paisley and IJwnf1·ies, and in both places 
much good appears to have been done. On 
the 9th ult. they commenced at Blacltpool, 
where they were to remain until the 25th. 
The hot weather seems to have prevented 
them from having such large congregations 
as usual indoors, but inl the open-air great 
numbers gathered to listen to them. It 
takes time to arouse o. town fully, and we 
hope that by this time even the blackest 
pool in Blackpool has been stirred. These 
brethren, it seems, find it a holiday to go on 
preaching, and we are glad they find it so; 
but we should feel all the easier about them 
if they would pull up and rest bard at 
vacation times: it would be true economy. 

This month, from the 7th to the 21st, 
they are to be at Bm·nley. We hope that 
all believers in that town will unite to 
seek of the Lord e. revive.I by their means. 
The sole aim of our evangelists is to win 
souls, and they are by no means of an ex
clusive spirit; all may help them and feel 
safe in so doing. 

We wish to remind all friends who desire 
the services of our two brethren during the 
year commencing March, 1880, that appli
cations must be sent to the Committee, 
Society of Evnngelists, ~Ietropolit1m Taber-

ne.cle, not later than the first week in the 
present month. 

Concerning onr other evangelist, Jl,fr. 
Burnham, who works single-handed, Mr. 
Tidman, the pastor of King Street Baptist 
Church, Ble.enavon, writes aa follows:
" A week of special prayer prepared the 
way for Mr. Burham's coming. Arrange
ments were made so that every house 
should be visited, and that a personal in
vitation to the meetings should be given. 
A lively interest was maintained through
out the week, the attendances were good, 
the power of God was manifested in each 
meeting, and anxious enquirers were con
versed with at the close of each service . 
. . . . We hope to send you a thank
offering to help your Evangelists' Fund.'" 

This is the way to profit by an evan
gelist: to prepare for his coming by 
prayer, maintain him while present by 
prayer, and follow up his work by prayer. 

Mr. Burnham has been resting during 
the past few weeks, and this month, from 
the 5th to the 26th, he is to be among 
the hop-pickers at Gouclliurst, in Kent. 
Our regular readers will remember the 
interesting report that he wrote for us 
after his visit to the hop-gardens last 
year. 

ORPHA.'IAGE.-We beg to repeat the 
special notice we gave to collectors last 
month. We shall be glad to receive all 
collecting boxes and books, on or before 
Wednesday, October 1st, when the next 
quarterly meeting will be held at the 
Orphanage. We hope to give e. lecture on 
"Incidents connected wita Hymns," which 
our good friends. Mr. Duncan S. Miller, 
and the Royal Poland Street Handbell 
Ringers, have kindly offered to illustrate 
with their bells. A. meeting will probably 
be held at the "Hawthorns" in the after
noon, but full particulars will be announced 
as soon as we can make definite arrange
ments. We hope to make of the meeting 
an opening fete for tlte Girls' Orpl1a11,age, 
and our country friends will not be dis
appointed if they come up and rejoice with 
us. Proceedings will commence at three. 

The Boys' Orphanage is so full that the 
trustees can issue no more application forms 
till next March. Will friends also note 
that the boys continue to send up their 
plates for more, and also to wear their 
trousers out at the knees, and we should 
therefore be glad if the subscriptious would 
come in more freely. \Ve are glad that 
so many help us to build for the girls, but 
please don't starve the boys. To rob Peter 
to pay Paul is very bad, and to starve John 
to feed Mary is quite as bad. 
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Gmts' ORrHANAGE.-Once more we 
ha-,-e to Rdore the lovingkindness of our 
faithful and bleBsed God for hRving mRr• 
vellously supplied the wants of the work 
to which he hRB CRlled us. Our friends know 
that we bought a house and grounds c-alled 
the "Hawthorns" for £4,000. This we 
needed the means to pay for. For VRrious 
reasons the payment of the purchase
mol!ey for the "HRwthoms" was delayed 
until July 30th, Rnd on tha.t very 11io,·ning 
we received R letter telling us that a gentle
man had died and left £1,500 for the Girls' 
Orphanage, thus bringing up our total to 
within a very small sum of the amount 
required. The whole £4,000 is now all 
secured, including this legacy, and the 
property is our own, and in the hands of 
the whitewashers and painters. Heartily 
do we endorse the expression of the friend 
who sent us the good news, " The Lord 
has wonderful ways of using people to get 
together means for his work." The story 
of that legacy and of other gifts is a very 
remarkable one, and may some of these 
days be told. It illustrates the wisdom 
and faithfulness of the Lord, and tends 
greatly to strengthen our faith. 

K ow that the house and grounds are 
our own we shall at once make a begin
ning, and as soon as the furnishing is 
completed shall be prepared to take about 
fifty girls. Applicants and their friends 
a.re particularly requested wt to write to 
]!fr. Sp-urgeon, or any of the t1"ustees, 
but to direct all applications to the Sec
retary, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham 
Road, S.W. None but fatherless girls, 
who are really destitute, and between 
six and ten years of age, will have any 
chance of admission. Further informa
tion will be sent upon application to the 
secretary. 

We havenowthepromiseof seven lwU8es 
when we are ready to commence the new 
buildings. What ha.th God wrought ! 
Schoolrooms mUBt be built and an in
firmary, so that there is still an oppor
tunity for large donors to take a portion of 
the work and finish it outright. We have 
given as a frontispiece a picture of the 
"Hawthorns,'' but it may so happen that 
we shall not long use the house itself for 
an Orphanage. We purchased it for the 
sake of its grounds, and when we have 
built on the garden it may be thought 
wise to Jet the house or to dispose of it 
advantageously. Possibly also we may 
have to exohange our site for another, if 
the owner of the plot of land which inter
venes between the Orphanage and the 
" Hawthorns" does not allow us to pur
chase upon reasonable terms. Of this our 

"Notes" ·will inform our renders from 
time to time. 

We shall need donations to furnish the 
house with, and then we shall want in. 
creased help to feed all the boys and girls. 
Our special friends could help us much if 
they wonld let us send them collecting 
books. We want to get a little band of 
helpers who would correspond with us 
personally, and help us regularly by col-• 
lecting in different towns and villages 
among their friends. 

CoLrORTAGE.-Will all our readers 
examine carefully the annual report· of 
this society, and give it all the help they 
can P No more needful or efficient agency 
exists, and yet we have to live from hand 
to mouth in reference to it from lack of 
capital and shortness of funds. Even in 
this, however, the good Lord does not 
leave the work actually to fail, but finds 
us just enough in the hour of emergency 
to prevent the machinery from actually 
standing still. Surely if some of his 
stewards were to consider this good work 
and its needs we should soon cease to be 
in fear of straits. 

MR.s. SP11RoEoN's BooK FuNn.-Our 
dear invalid continues her good work of 
supplying poor ministers with books. The 
demands are as numerous as ever, and the 
gratitude felt by the receivers is exceeding 
great. Those who have ta.ken part in this 
gracious work would be indeed gladdened 
if _they knew the good accomplished by 
helping poor pastors to feed their own 
minds. 

Mr. Bartlett wishes us to say that he 
has a number left of his mother's memoir, 
which he will be glad to sell. Those who 
remember that eminently useful lady, and 
would be pleased to see what her son says 
of her, may order the little volume of our 
publishers, Passmore and Alabaster. The 
price of the book is 2s. 6d. 

PERSONAL NoTEs.-A brother minister, 
who signs himself " A daily petitioner at 
the throne of grace on your behalf," sends 
us the following note : " A bout Septem• 
ber, 1869, I attended the Tabernacle in 
company with my wife on a Thursday 
evening. Your text was, 'And Lot . • • 
pitched his tent toward Sodom.' As I 
listened to your earnest appeals, especia~y 
to Christians, my soul was stirred to its 

depths, and I could not but bedew the seat 
in the gallery with my tears. I felt a ~ew 
baptism of love for souls, and returmng 
home we both dedicated ourselves afresh to 
God, to spend and to be spent for those 



NOTES. 

who know not the Saviour. I can truth
fully say I havo a me11sure of that power 
with me up to the present time, o.nd 9ince 
that memorable occasion I trust I have 
been onabled, both in the open-air and in 
chapels, to win m11ny souls for my Master, 
some of whom are gone home, and others 
o.re on the journey. To him be all the 
pro.ise !" 

A friend in Jersey, in sending us a 
donation for the Girls' Orphanage, writes: 
"I have been a reader of your sermons 
these seventeen years or more, h11ving had 
sent to me monthly the Australian papers 
in which they appear weekly._ God has 
been graciously pleased to bless them to 
the salvation of my soul. I had almost 
begun to think my Saviour had forgotten 
me. I knew I had long ignored him. I 
have lately found out the way to procure 
them in any number, and have gladly 
availed myself of it. I think I have now 
near six hundred of them. I lend them 
out in books of fifty. I prize them above 
every other means of grace save the Book. 
As you so frequently want money for the 
good works in which you are always en
gaged, I thought you would not despise 
my trifle. I wish it were fifty times as 
much .... Receive my sincere and heart
felt thanks for the unspeakable good your 
sermons have afforded and still afford me." 

A friend in Glasgow, who signs himself, 
"Your loving son in J esuM," gives us the 
following particulars of blessing received 
from one of our sermons :-" About two 
years ago a sermon of yours entitled ' The 
Search Warrant' appeared in the Cltl'istian 
He,·ald. I had been anxious long before, 
but the Wednesday eveaing that this ser
mon came I went away into the country to 
read it. Oh ! I was in earnest that night. 
When I was sure I was alone I stood and 
cried to God in prayer. In this prayer I 
was led to ask but one thing, viz., that 
Spurgeon's sermon might be the means of 
saving my soul that night. I opened the 
paper, and reall it with great attention. 
The Spirit was with me, and when I got 
half-way through brought home to me the 
words, 'the very simplicity of faith makes 
~he difficulty.' I had always been search
mg for some dark, mysterious, hidden thing. 
Back I went to the beginning, with a firm 
rosolve to read it simply. Then I saw how 
one thing after another was cast down, 
and Faith herself was made a standing
ground on which to place the only thing 
that I could see left in the whole sermon, 
the beautiful, glorious, 'altogether lovely' 
form of our wounded Emmanuel. Christ 
W11s everywhere, and even myself h11d 
vanished, for I was a new creature. . . . 

Tho.nk God for a Spurgeon to preach 'The 
Search '\Varrant' ! " 

A friend writes from Manchester to tell 
us that her father, who has been a great 
drunkard for many years, h11.s become a 
believer in the Lord J esns, and has recently 
joined a Christian church. She says "It 
is all through reading your 'Seven Won
ders of Grace.'" 

The following is an extract from a letter 
of one of the missionaries of the China 
Inland Mission:-" We stayed over the 
Sabbath at Tsong-ko-bu . . . . . In the 
evening,after reading Mr. Spnrgeon's ser
mon on 'The Hiding of Moses by Faith ' 
(No. 1,421), I gave the substance of it in 
Chinese to our native pastor and the 
preacher at the above place, and then with 
deep-felt earnestness I prayed God to spare 
dear Mr. Spurgeon to the church of Christ, 
and to the world, for many years to come. 
The Chinese cannot pronounce ' Spurgeon ' 
correctly, so we call Mr. Spurgeon in this 
quarter 'Sze Pah-jing,' i.e., 'The Suc
cessor or Continuator of a Hundred Vir
tues '-the word 'hundred' in Chinese 
stands for an indefinite number." 

From Nate.I we have received a cheering 
letter, which contains the following re
ferences to our sermons:-" In 1860 I 
emigrated to South Africa, and on board 
the ship' John Masterman' I received the 
first of your sermons I ever saw, and 
during our voyage they were read every 
Sabb11.th for divine service for the Presby
terian part of the passengers. I so loved 
your sermons that if I only got a spare 
leaf of one I treasured it, and put it away. 
.... I have a wife and eight children. I 
live on a small farm twelve miles away 
from my place of worship, and I have 
established a school on the farm, and with 
my own family, the schoolmaster, and 
some of the children, we muster a small 
band of from fifteen to twenty-two on the 
Lord's-day evening to read one of your 
loved and highly appreciated sermons, and 
we seem to be as familiar with your name 
as if we met every Sabbath at the Taber
nacle. I write this to let you know that 
even in this far away place you have 
hearers that you knew not o[ At the 
same time I take the opportunity of send
ing you the small sum of £5, which you 
can appropriate wherever it is most 
needed." 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Taberna.cle.
May 1st, nineteen; May 26tb, twenty
four; May 29th, seven_teon; June 23rd, 
sixteen; June 26th, Blllteen; July 3rd, 
nineteen; July 28th, ten; July 31st, four
teen. 
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fmstors' «;alltgt, ~.ctr.og.olihttt iab.ermtclt. 
StntMHeltt of R~ceiptl ft- Jttly 20tli tfl At1gust 19th, 1879. 

M"r~. Drn.,.-!lon 
j\li~~ :Splil"dt .•• 
W.8. ... ... ... ••• 
Nr. Willinm ~[Rin,rnrlng ... 
Mr. 8. "-- 8mith ... . .. 
Mr. E .• 1. l:pw•rd .. . 
Mr. WilliRm Hill .. . 
u Elwll<'ZC'r ., 

Collection Rt 'Wcsti;.;nm~ ·on,..;,·Cll•p~i 
., ShorthKnd Cl•ss, per Mr. 

Fink<'!l:F- ... • .. 
n,,,-_ Da,id B•ilcy .. . 
Mr. J,unc-.., Harrey .. . 
Mr. J. Williamron_. 
Friends at Dae re Pa.t·k 
Re~. H. H. and Mrs. G;.;,,ct~·thank: 

offering ... 
J\fi~ \\"e~tropc 
Mr. C. Dall 
A l',-icnd 

£ ~- d. 
0 10 O 
2 0 0 
6 0 0 
l O o 
l l O 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 

18 15 8 

0 6 9 
l 0 0 

21 0 0 
10 0 (I 

3 14 0 

5 0 0 
l 0 0 
5 3 0 
l l 0 

Mr. C. Allnrd ,., 
Part Jewellery eold ... 
Jane Mntthews 
Mr. John Leach ... . .. 
Mr. W. McArthur, M.l' .... 

:~: i, ~o;:1 ... '" 
Mr. and Mr•. Pickworth ... 
Colonel Griffin 
Mr, J. Simpson 
Mr. W. J,'owler ... . .. 
Weekly Ofl'c1ings at .Met. Tab., "july :iii 

,, 27 
Aug. 3 

,, 10 
11 }7 

ill•· d. 
0 10 0 
3 II 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 Cl 

30 0 0 
3 3 0 
l l 0 

10 10 O 
10 10 0 
2 2 o 

511 0 0 
39 10 6 
43 II 9 
34 13 9 
48 6 9 
20 0 4 

£381 0 6 

jtockfu'tll ®rp·~mmgt. 
Statement flj &0Bi11t1 r,·0111 July 20th to A11gust 19tl,, 18i!l. 

£ s. d. 
Mrs.,. Pcskett 
Mrs. Drnyson 
Mr. H. Amos 
:Miss Gellord ... 

l 0 0 PerF.R.T.:-
0 l 0 0 Miss Annie J ohn•on 0 5 0 

0 5 0 1 17 6 Mr. James H. Johnson 

L. Little . .. __ 
:Mrs. 111. Milbourne 
Mr. H. Shll.l'J>les ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. G. Anderson 
Camberwell Omnibus Driver 
Mr. B. Ba.iden,-ion ... 
:Mr. R<lbcrt Johnson 
:Mr. J. F. Yea.ts 
W'.S ............. -

~;'.~~H1N; ~- E:.~· J~~son __ _ 
Mrs. A. Thrcl!a.ll ... 
•• Ebenezer '' 
Mrs. Garrett... ... . .. 
:Mrs. Asquith's Bible Class 
:Yrs. Bateman, Wisbeach, per Jh: 

0 6 10 
0 2 0 
2 0 0 
0 l 0 
l 5 o 
0 11 0 
l O 0 
5. 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 13 0 
2 2 O 
1 l O 
O 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

Sarille ... ... . . . . .. •.. 0 10 0 
T'1l'ec Sisters o.nd their Brother, Sidcup O 4 0 
:Yr. G. Hollinsh<:d .. ... ... ... 0 10 0 
Cornwall Road Sunday School, per A. 

W. Passmore _ ... ... ... 1 2 8 

Yr. and Mrs. Read, pet· Mr. Chal'lcs-
worth ... ... ..• ... . .. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williamson 
Annie... ... . .. 
Mr. Kelley ... . .. 
"Onr Wedding Day" 
F. W. Hobbs ... ... . .. 
A Believer a.nd Student in Law ... 
Mr. W. Baxter, C.E. 
H.G ............ . 
Collected by Mr. J. Hayler 
Mr. Le Cappelo.i:n ... ... 
Mr. John Leach 
S. S. Abaolu.m ... 
Mr. =d Mrs. Billing 
Mr. C. Ball .. . 
AFriend ... ... . .• 

A.t1..nual Subsc,-i.ptious :
Mr. G. Palmer, M.P. 
Mrs. Renshaw 

£ s. d. 

0 10 0 

0 5 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 7 O 
l O 0 
0 2 G 
2 5 0 
l l O 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
3 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 

50 0 0 
l O 0 

:Mrs. H. P~ddon, Eastbourne, per r.ev. £105 10 6 
W. J. Dyer 1 0 0 

Erratum last month :-lllr. J. D. Link, £5 5s., should be College account. 
List of Preacnts, per Mr. Cha.-Iuworth :-Paovis10Ns.-2 Cases Currants, Mr. S. Bailey; n qunntity 

of .Bread, Mr. Bonner. 
CLOTWNG, &c.-252 Pock:et-ba.ndkerchiefs, The Misses Dran.sfield o.nd Pupils; 6 pnirs Socks, "G. D." 

~iris' @rpgamtgt. 
Statement of Receipts j,-om July 20tli to August 19th, 1679. 

:M.r. B. Tice ... ... . .. 
Yr. e.nd Mrs. J. L. Cll.!!e ... .. . 
:M.r. H. L, Hayes ... . . . .. . 
:M.r. David Park (second donation) 
E. H., a .-idow's mite 
lfr. J. S. 6Lan•feld 
:Mr. W. C. WelliDg ... 
J. W., Windoar 
"EmmaCroose 
Mrs. Jennings 
A St:naut ... ... . .. 
Stamp, frnw Walkerburn 
H.Y .... 

£ s. d. 
l O 0 
2 0 0 
0 S 0 
1 0 O 
0 10 0 
0 5 O 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
5 0 0 
o 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 

Mr. D. S. W. Lamb 
E. S .... 
Mr. Clarke ... ... ... . .. 
A few bricks from a working man 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Hobill 
Mr. C. E. Fox 
Yro. •r. ... . .. 
W. H. W., Clapham .,, 
A thankofforing from Annie 
Mr:;. Drew ... . .. 
Mr. William Hissey 
A Miracle of Mercy 
Mr. S. E. Culver ... 

:6 s. d. 
0 10 0 
l 0 0 
l 1 0 
0 2 O 
2 2 0 

_ 10 0 0 
••• 200 0 0 

5 o Cl 
l O 0 
l O 0 

... 5 0 0 

. .. 100 0 0 
l O II 



GIRLS' ORPHANAGE. 

M.D ...... . 
Jane Whllo .. . 
A l'l'icnd ... ... 
Mr. Joseph Alexander 
1,'. F.... ... ... . .. 
Chcquo on Consolidnled Dank 
Scotch Note from 'l'urrilf ... 
Mr. Jm~hun Slmw .. . 
R Underwood .. . 
A l,'ricnd in Dc!Jlin 
Miss U. Jnck ... ... ... 
In gralcfal rcmcmbrnnco or·· Littlo 

l\Inggio 
J. s. ... .. . 
J. I(, Fifa ... ... ... . .. 
"Half of all tho money I possess·• 
A Servttnt ... ... ... ... 
l\Irs. Henry Tucker 
Miss Houghton 
Miss E. Cook 
D. Hopper ... ... . .. 
Mademoiselle J. R. Jung ... 
A Friend ... ... ... 
H.H .. .. 
C.W.M ............ . 
One who wishes to be unknown... .. . 
Mr. Abijah West ... ... ... .. . 
Collected at St. Leonard's Street Sunday 

School, i'imlico .. . ... ... . .. 
lllr. nod Mrs. Bishopp 
Miss C. West ... .. . 
Mrs. Darby ... ... .. . 
Small hay thank-olfering ... 
Mr. C. Mallett 
Mr. Jnmes Stitt ... 
Mrs. Henry Gamble 
Mr. S. W. Smith ..• 
Mrs. Hooper .. . 
Miss Jephs· .. . 
E.G .... 
x.x.x ....... 
A Widow, Dumfries 
Mr. Willinm Read ... 
Maidstone ... 
'l'. ... ... 
Mr. E. Oldroyd ... ... ... ... 
Senior Bible Class, St. Leonard's Street, 

Pimlico ... ... ... ... ... 
Miss llla.rtin ..• 
.Mr. Shaw ... 
W.M.Low ... 
MrW.Hill ...... 
Mrs. Louisa Ca.ntis ... ... . . 
P. P., Dristol, per Editor "Christia;,_ 

Herald,. ... ... ... ... . .. 
A Reader of the " Christian Hera.Id'' ... 

f • :riend i-;,,· the" 'coimt~y. per M~: 
W.Davis ... ... . .. 

Miss H. Dalton 
Delta... ... 
Miss Moore ... 
Mrs. lllacleo.n 

f ~ci~~;enz:i:~ '.'.'. ::: ::: ::: 
Elizabeth Cooper, annuCLI subscription 
Mr. Hutt's CICLss, Reading 

~~!t~~in ::: ::: .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Hazell .. . 
A Well-wisher at Millwall ... . .. 
'.rha Widow of the late llfr. T. Davies, 

Town Missionary, Shrewsbury 
Anthony and Thomas Inglis Skeoch 
Mr. John Potts ... . .. 
Ann and Eliza McCulloch 
Mr, A. Ruohworth .., .., . .. ... 
An Ipswich Render of the "Sword o.nd 

the '!'rowel,, 
Mrs. Allen ... . . . .. 
lJCLZuar, 1\u·tllcr goods sold 

£ •· d. 
0 6 U 
1 0 O 
1 O 0 
0 10 U 
0 2 0 
1 O 0 
I O 0 
2 0 0 
U 2 6 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 

1 0 0 
10 0 0 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 
O I O 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 16 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 

l O 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 O 0 
2 0 O 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 

25 0 0 
I l 0 
I O 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 U 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
1 I O 

I O 0 
I O 0 
1 0 O 
1 0 0 
2 2 O 
1 O 0 

1 0 O 
0 :; 0 
0 2 6 

0 0 
2 U 0 
0 10 o 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
U 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

10 4 4¼ 
1 0 U 
O 10 0 
0 6 0 

31 0 0 
2 0 0 

5 0 0 
o I 6 
3 O 0 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 

5 0 0 
0 3 0 
S II G 

Messrs. Smeed ~nd Denn, " freight of 
bricks ... ... ... ... . .. 

Rev. E. G. Sones .. . 
Mr. C. W. Goodhart 
Mr. Walter Barber ..• 
Mi"e Jones ... 
Jewellery sold ... 
A Lovor of Jesus 
]from Tommy 
Mr~. C£lnnell ..• 
Mrs. E. Hollis ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Billing 
E. Robinson... . .• 
.Mr. W. McClintock 
Mr~. Davies ... 
Mrs. Giblin... .. . 
Mr. Robert Fergus .. . 
A sincere Friend .. . 
R. ]{. J. 
A. H.J. ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. Spurdcns 
Jane Jack ... ... . .. 
Mr. Cockrell ... 
Miss Winslow 
}'rom Drcchin 
Mr. A. R. King 
Two Sisters ... 
W.M.A .... 
Mr. Henry Suter 
Lizzie Cul vcr 
Mr. Smith .... .. 
lllr. Turner ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan tick 
A.lrs. Folwt::11, Bristol ... 
A Lady, per llr. Hibbert... 
Mrs. Cave ... . .. 
l\Ir. G. H. Kerri<lge 
'.I.'. and T. Wells 
C.G. ... ... . .. 
~liss Mary Mack Wall 
Mr. James Green ... 
A ~,riend 
W.W. . .. 
Miss Skinner 
lllr. Freeman 
Mrs. Evans... . .. 
.illr. William .Ranford 
A F,;cnd ... 
Mr. T. S. Simonds .. . 
Mr. and .illrs. C. H. Price .. . 
A. and B. ... 
Miss A. Hiller ... . .. 
Insteacl of a day"s outing ... 
H. I., :Malta ... 
lllr. R Hawkey ... ... 
Mrs. ltichards and Friend . . . .. . 
A ReaUer of the '" Christian IIeralU" ... 
Founll in ,veekly Offering Bo~ at lit,t-

lcy Chapel, Plymouth ... 
A Poor Woman 
~•. C., Rcarsby 
W. M., Coylton ... 
Mr. Thomas Whitehead 
Mr. S. Laurance . .. ... ... . .. 
A Reader of the " Christio.n Hera.Id " ... 
Mr. C . .Ball ... 
A l•'riend ... 
Miss H1\gger. .. ... .. . 
Mrs. Freeman, Ma.rgatc .. . 
G. M.R. 
Mr. J. Wilson ... 
l\Jr. William Baddcn 
Mr. Thomas Rogers 
Mr. John Belt 
Mr. John Allen 
II.Ii'. Ja mes Kaey 
lllr. Thoru!I.S Po.nton 
Mrs. Whiml'er 
J. (monthly) 
H. R., llristol 
Mr. Ja.mes Grose 
Miss Grose ... . .. 
Jlliss H. A. Grose ..• 
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£ •. cl. 

52 10 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
0 11 IJ 
0 10 0 
2 r:; o 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
5 0 0 
l o o 
3 0 O 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 

0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
2 10 0 
0 6 U 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 

25 0 0 
0 2 G 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 I o 
0 JO 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
" 0 0 
I O O 
1 0 0 
l 10 0 

2 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 Ii 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 9 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 0 
l o o 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
0 3 6 
0 U 

0 3 0 
0 l 2 
I O o 
u JO 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
5 0 g 
0 ., 0 
l o o 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 O 
I o O 
0 5 0 
I o O 
0 2 6 
O I o 
0 2 6 
3 3 0 
O I O 

10 0 II 
I I 0 
l I u 
I I O 



452 OOLPORTAGE ASSOOIATJON, 

Mifl.sE.Gl"Cl!tC" 
:Mis~ M. 1,. G~r ... 
M. C. 1 a 'J1bnnkoffering 
••&muC'l" ... . .. 
Oolonel T. D. Wnitc 
Mr. 11,nd Mrs. Alli•on 
A Friend ... . .. 
Little Kicholsons ... ••. . .. 
Giren to Mr. Spurgeon, August 10 
Mr. Samuel Cone ... ... . .. 
l-ris~ J C"s.siC' Moore .. . 
° Chilw-cll '' .. . 
One who longs to be o;;e of °Christ;~ 

flock ... . .. 
Helen... . .. 
Mi~s A. Dcscroix 
A Ilearer at D. . . . . . . . .. 
A constant Reader of the Sermons 
Nis~ Annie Ivens ... 
Mr. Robert Hanbury 
From a Widol\' ... 
Tu,,- R. J. D,cclifr .. 

£ a. d. 
0 10 II 
0 10 6 
l 8 0 
0 l 6 
S O 0 

fiO O 0 
l 1 0 
0 2 0 

~ !g lt 
0 10 0 
0 8 6 

10 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 

60 0 0 
l O O 
0 JO O 

Miss M. Fergusson 
Roso-shire .. . . .. . .. 
Miss Way (second donl\tion) 
W.B.Y ......... . 
In Memory of Little Dessie 
Mr. and Mrs. Keely 
Mrs. S. D1trlow •. , ... . .. 
Roodcrs of the" Ch1istil\n Herald" 

t~~~~~-fr;_'r'!_ft~I\Jld. . . . ... 
A Friend, per Mr. E. Richards ... 
Miss E. P. Hinton ... 
Mr. W. Adams 
Mrs. Newstead 
Sarah Drown 
Mrs. Eli•a Wicks .. . 
Mr. Ja.mes Nutter .. . 
Dr. A.O. Air 

~o Ip·artnge ~ssadnti.0'11. 
Statement <!.f Ileoeipts from July 20th to August 19th, 1879. 

£ R. d. 
0 0 O 
0 A o 
2 0 0 
l O o 
3 0 O 
0 6 0 
l O O 

11 17 l 
3 0 O 
3 0 0 
0 5 O 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
l l 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 

20 0 0 
2 2 0 

£862 l 9 

S11bsc,·ipti0fls tuu:I DonatiOfJS for Dist,-icts :-
£ s. d_. 
10 0 0 
6 5 0 

10 O 0 

Subscriptions and Donations to tl•• Geneml 
Fu,.d. 

Rhyl District ... 
Bower Chalk District 
Chester District ... . .. 
Minchinhampton District 
High W,combe District ... ... . .. 
Liverpool, per Joseph Trentom, Esq .... 

Wilts and E. Somerset Association:-
Quarterly Subscriptions ... 17 10 0 
For South Wilts ... ... 15 0 0 

Met. Tab. Sunday School for Longeaton 
For Bethna.l Green :-

W. R. Fox, Esq. ... 5 0 0 
E. C. Fo:s:, Esq. -• 5 0 0 

Birmingham Toni Mission ... 
Ebcnezer Baptist Church, Bacup 

10 0 0 
12 10 o 
10 0 0 

32 10 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
60 0 0 
10 0 0 

£1i6 5 0 

E.D. 
Subsc,·iption to Capita! Account . 

... £100 0 0 

Mrs. Drayson ... 
H. F. Fl-earson, Esq. ... . .. 
Mr. G. Palmer, M.P. (Annua.l) ... 
J. s ... . 
w.s ............... . 
lllr. John Melrose (third donation) 
Mr. S. W. Smith ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. S. J. Brown, per Mr. G. Gregory ... 
lllr. D. J. Watkins, Collecting Do:s: 
Mr. W. Payne ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Billing 
Mrs. Mansergh 
Mr. J. R. Bayley 
Mr. C. Ball ... 
Mrs. Eliza Mills • 
Mr. J. G. Morton ... 
lllr. George Emery, .. 

jarid,z .of ~futttgtlissfff. 
Statement "f ReaBipt, fro111 July 20tlt to A11gust 19th, 1879. 

£ s. d. 
Collection at Paisley, per Mr. Fuller-

ton... 440 
w. s. ... ... ... 10 0 0 
Mr. J. R. Bayley ... l O 0 

Mr. John Leach 
Mrs. Eliza Mills 
M.G .... 
"Lester" 

£ e. d. 
0 10 0 
7 10 o, 

20 0 0 
10 0 0 
5 0 O· 

20 0 0 
1 l O 
O 10 0 
0 5 6/i: 
1 l o 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 0 

10 O 0 

£86 12 6½ 

£ s. d. 
0 5 u 
2 0 O 
5 O 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. C. Ball •- ... ... 10 0 0 
A Friend, for Mr. Bnrnhe.m •.• .., 25 0 0 £63 14 O· 
Collection at Newport, Mon., per lllr. 

Burnham . . . 5 5 0 ----------
Alr.ounts not included in above lists :-Metropolitan Tabernacle Eoa,;gelists' Association, J. 8., £5. 

Cape Tou:n Chapel, W. S, £IO. For the Poor, W. S., £10. . . . . . 
Various articles of jewel_lery sold :-Mra. SpurJ1•07!'• Book F_und, £3; College, £3 lls. 6d; 0,rls' 

Orphaliagc, £2 15s. Received !rom M.A. N., 2; p8.ll"s of Ear-nngs. 

Fhends sending presents to the Orphanage are ea1'nestly requeated to let tltei1· 
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

OCTOBER, 18 7 9. 

"frtdO'us Jiait{r.1' 
2 Peter i. 1. 

A SERMON BY THOMAS SPURGEOY. 

[MON PETER, above all other servants and apostles of Jesus 
Christ, was aware of the value of faith. We often learn to 
value things by lacking them as well as by possessing them, 
and Peter had been thus instructed, for on several occasions 
he had to regret its absence. Once he walked the waters 

with his Master for a while, "but when he saw the wind boisterous he 
was afraid," and though the outstretched hand of Jesus prevented him 
from sinking he had to suffer the kind reproof, "0 thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ?'' How precions would that grace have 
been that could huve kept him walking in spite of ,Yiuds and waves! 
And when in Pilate's ball the tauntings of a servant-maid provoked 
his hasty tongue to oaths and curses, was not his faith at fault ? If he 
had trusted once he would not have denied twice. As soon as he ceased 
relying he began denying. Had his eye of faith been "looking unto 
Jesus" no after-glance from Christ would have filled his eyes with 
tears. But Peter was not always deficient of this grace; he knew its 
worth by having and by exercising it; for instance, he could not well 
forget how in the obedience of faith he did, at Christ's command, let 
down the net, although exhausted and discouraged by a night _of ~n~ 
rewarded toil. How precious was the faith that filled the ship with 
fishes, and resulted in that miraculous draught which was to Peter the 
beginning of yet greater things, for then Christ said-'' Fear not, from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men." 
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Not only from such experiences as these, but also from the direct 
tenching of his Master, did Peter learn to value faith. "Simon, Simon " 
said his loving Lord," Satan hath desired to have you, that he may Rift 
you os wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." What 
other cone! usion could Peter come to than thnt a gift specially prayed 
for by his Saviour-a grace which evidently could foil the devil if it 
did not fail-was, indeed, worth the having ? There is little cause for 
wonder, then, that whim the sifting was over, and he was converted and 
stab! ished, he should endeavour to strengthen the brethren who had 
obtained " like precious faith." Thus had the apostle learned to hold 
in honour-for such is the true meaning of his words-the faith for 
which his Master prayed. It shall be my endeavour to give some 
reasons why this grace was counted so worthy of esteem by Peter, and 
why we who have obtained a faith equally honourable should value it as 
much as he. Its worth, I trust, will increase to us as we consider, first, 
its divine origin; secondly, the precious objects to which it is diJ:ected; 
and thirdly, the rich blessings it procures. • 

I. FAITH IS PRECIOUS AS TO ITS ORIGIN, 
Every good and perfect gift cometh from above, but in an especial 

sense "faith is the gift of God." When the King of kings unlocks 
bis treasuries he gives no choicer gift than this. From his Providen~ 
proceeds a train of blessings, and men. are everywhere enriched with 
bounty from his generous band. He is ever giving. In the morning 
he scatters seeds of kindness, and at eventide he does not withhold his 
hand. With unerring wisdom be throws the shuttle of our daily life, 
and adds by every throw another thread of mercy to the fabric, framed 
and fashioned by his favonr. To his people he is ·specially gracious. 
He is as the dew unto Israel, and shines with love on every drop; but 
these are a portion .only of bis ways, his Treasury of Grace is stored 
with blessings richer far than ever Providence can offer. When Jesus 
rose triumphant o'er the grave, he sat at his Father's side "to receive 
gifts for men," and faith must reckon first within the catalogue. It is 
the joint present of a mighty God and a merciful Saviour. We obtain 
it from God, the graciuus donor, by way of the nail prints of the Mediator, 
and back it flies as soon as it is ours to the same wounds by which it 
came, and thus to God who gave it. So heavenly a gift cannot be too 
highly estimated. This is the choicest of "the precious things of 
heaven" allotted to sinful men by a sovereign God. Certain it is that 
we could not attain it; it could never be ours to prize did we not ob
tain it as the gift of God. The Father and the Son are thus the sources 
of this heaven-born stream. Wliile it is the Father who gives this 
aood gift unto his children, it is the Son who prays for its preservation 
in bis disciples. The faith that enabl~s me to say, "Lord, I believe," 
bas come from God; and now to Christ I pray, " Lord, help my 
unbelief." 

Nor must we forget the Holy Spirit here. Was be not sent" to con
vince the world of sin because," said Christ, " they believe not on me ''? 
Is it not be, " the Spirit of Truth," who shall guide us into all truth, 
and tbns to faith in Jesus who is" the Truth." Remember, also, that 
after " ye heard the word of truth, and after that ye believed, ye were 
H:aletl with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our 
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inherito.nce.'' "By his Spirit God garnished the heavens," and by the 
same divine energy he has kindled in our hearts the faith which, alas, 
,too often flickers like the twinkling stars, bot which shall at length out
shine them. We look upon God as the giver, to .Jesus as the author 
and finisher, and to the Spirit as the sealer of our faith. What wonder, 
then, that we call it precious! 

We hRve sometimes seen a picture painted by two or more artists. 
One skilled in landscape produces rolling clouds or flashing sunlight, 
waving fields and a rippling stream. Another pencil drives the cattle 
to slake their thirst at the crystal brook, while yet a third enlivens all 
the scene with. a ruddy peasant hoy or a smiling village girl. Now, if 
each artist is a master of his own peculiar branch. of art, the product 
of their united efforts will iRdeed be valuable-the signatures of three 
distinguished men enhance its worth. What if I say that Jehovah 
-three in one-has in some such seRse worked with his Son and Spirit 
to perfect in us this grace. Great artist, finish thou thy work! Nor lay 
thy palette down till faith is lost in 11ight ! 0 Trinity of love and 
power, we covet earnestly tb.is best gift! It has a triple value from its 
threefold so11rce. 

II. Consider, secondly, THE PRF.CIOUSNESS OF FAITH AS TO THE 
OBJECTS BELIEVED IN. 

The value of any article depends coRsiderably upon circumstances 
surroun<ling il A house, however substantial or ornamental, is value
less if its situation be unpleasant; ao.d an anchor, be it never so strong, 
i.s useless if s11nk in shifting sa.nd. There is a hope that is not real, 
and faith which is not worth the name. Man.y earthly confidences are 
beautiflll, but beauty is not value. They are iageniously devised, cun
oingly constructed, but being of the earth, earthy, they prove "like a. 
spider's web." Ours is a precious faith, i.n that we tru.st to things 
!imperishable. Our kope shall n.ever shame us, for we "have faith in 
God." " 0 Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in 
thee." To us who believe, Christ is preciou.s, and hence the faith itself 
is prieeless. That man is most nlued by his employers who brings to 
light from ocean's depth the choicest pearls, and our faith, like st1ch a 
diver, has found a pearl, to us the goodliest of all and of great price, 
and, while the prize is precious, the faith that grasped it is held i.o 
honour too. How can we ever prize enough the confidence which made 
us open a long-closed door, and let our Saviour eater? Unbelief had 
kept him waiting, and we loathe i.t: faith raised the latch, perchance 
with. trembling fingers, and we love it. 

Oh, to have a confidence so honourable that it relies OD. nothing else 
but Jesus, and, like Noah's dove, finds rest alone within the ark! Dear 
Lord, my faith would keep her hand on that dear head of thin.e. Thou 
blessed Scapegoat, th-011 hast borne my sins away, and ever must I prize 
the faith by which I laid my sins on Jesus. Is not this confidence 
most precious, too, from its connection with " ~he preciou~ blood of 
Christ"? For ever honoured be the look by whwh 1 saw his wotrnds, 
.and found t,hey bled for me. Many a time before he had bidden me 
"look and live," but my eyes were holden till" precious faith" removed 
the veil and made me know "it was the Lord." What a view it was 
&s fu-st it burst upon my midnight gloom 1 Then did I behold " the 
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King in his beanty." The King thorn-crowned was beautiful wit!\ 
h:ood; _he had within his hands and on his side the pt·ice of pardon, and 
l perretred 'twas all for me. Precious is the blood that cleanses us 
llnd precious, too, the hyssop-branch wherewith it is applied. 0 fo; 
grace to trust !.his precious blood still more and more till I ike the 
feasting hraelites within their blood-stained doors, we fea~ no' sword of 
Yengeance, and only wait complete deliverance from the land of death 
.and darkn~ss. The blood i's precious that provides- so sweet a passover, 
but tl~e fa1-th that trusts the blood is priceless too. 

Th_mk, also, of " those exceeding great and precious promises which 
are given _nnto us," and which are inherited by faith. Like ships of 
merchan~1se, _our hopes go forth ballasted with expectatron, but soon 
return with riches from afar. We send the reapers forth in faith, and, 
behold, they return at eventide, "bringing their sheaves with them." 
But for the vessels the treasure could not be ottrs, but for the reapers 
the_ harvest would be unappropriated, and hence the value of the agents 
wh1cl~ make the gold of 0phir, or the golde:n grain, or th1lse golden 
promises, our very own. 

~n th: old days of falconry the hunter prized that bird the most 
wh1c~ seized the choicest prey. So train your faith tt:at it can grasp the 
prom1~es, and it will grow in value daily. Fain won:ld I keep thee, 0 
my faith, upon my finger's end, not chained and hooded, as the falcons 
were, bnt waiting and watchi'llg, ready any time to fly in search of spoil'. 
Go, grasp that promise; far dista:nt as it seems, and hardly meant for 
me, my faith shall bring it near. Secure that prize, and make that 
plfasure mine. 0 for a falcon faith to go a-hunting for us ! How 
precious it would be ! 

We love the faith by which we learn to love the best Beloved, to 
trust his blood, and to inherit the promise~. Faith is thus to us a. 
brooch of gold which clasps a sinless Saviour in the centre-the pearl 
of great price. Aboat him and above are rubies rich and rare,-" his 
precious blood.,; and diamonds sparkle round,-the gl'eatest and mosi 
precious of his promises, all glittering with b-lest anticipation, flashing 
with the light of eoming joy. 

Ill. Let me remind you, hi.stly, of THE BLl!lSSINGS FAITH PROCURES~ 
They are numberless and all of wondrous worth. 0 how sweet the 
faiLb that makes them ours ! The key is valuab-le, although it be not 
one of gold, which yet unlocks the treasury; and the thread is greatly 
prized, however common, which penetrates the labyrinth, and leads te 
wealth and joy. . 

Faith is as precions as the air we breathe, for " the jnst shall hve 
by faith." By faith we take our infant steps as babes in. grace, 
and growing stronger every day it leaves us not in death, ~u-t 
lights the face with beaTenly glory, and inspires a longing" to be_ w1~h 
Christ, which is far better." May it be said of us, "These aH dted IDI 
faith." Meanwhile, "we believe to the saving of the soul," and "are 
all the children of God by fai:th in Christ Jesus," and " shall receive an 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith." Here ~re sal
Yalion, adoption, purification, and coming glory-all through faith. 

Fellow soldiers of Christ, " By faith ye stand.'' "Fight the good fight 
o.f faith," "putting on the breastplate of faith and love," "above alJ. 
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taking the shield of foith wherewith ye shall be ahle to quench all the 
fiel'J' da1 ts of the wicked," and "this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith." See here a complete armoury for the Christia11 
weITior, and what is best of all, his viutory too. 

0 blessed harness that thus ensures a triumph! I would be al way~ 
clad in armour such as this. 0 precious panoply that promises I shall 
prevail! My helmet is my crown, my breastplate is my chain of aold, 
m.v sword becomes my sign of victory. " 

Faith is the spring-tide sunshine that sets onr hearts a-sinaing
" believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory."" ft i;i 
the porch of the Palace of Peace, for " we which have believed do enter 
into rest." It is the crook in Lhe great Shepherd's hand that keeps us 
near himself, for "we are kept hy the power of God through faith unto 
salvation." Faith is the vestibule of the bapListery, for "if thou believest 
with all thine heart thou mayest." It is the cord of unity which binds 
all faithful Christians to one another and to their Lord, as of old " the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one mind.'' 
It is the Master's "peace, be still,'' that ends our toiling and stops our 
tossing, for "being justified by faith, we have peace with God." 

Think what faith has done for others and may do for us. It ooens the 
mouth to show forth God's praise, as saith the Psalmist," I believed, and 
therefore have I spoken." It also stops the "mouths of lions.'' When 
creation was blotted by man's sin, faith kindled .Abel's acceptable offer
ing, and faith is still "the flame that lifts the sacrifice to heaven." It 
took Enoch up to walk with God on golden pavements. It built the 
ark at God's command and sheltered righteous Noah. The father of the 
faithful obediently prepared to slay bis son-his faith in God stood. 
even so severe a test. Faith benefits the young and old-it kept a 
guardian watch on baby Moses in his bulrush ark, and by it " the 
elders obtained a good report." Faith is a test of the preciousness or 
otherwise of earthly things-a balance in which even the reproach of 
Christ is fonnd to outweigh the treasures of Egypt. 

Faith blows the rams' horns round the walls of Jericho until it 
brings them down; but while it thus destroys strongholds it does itself 
become the shelter and protection of a sinful Rahab. Many an one bas 
faith helped in dying-it has brought some back to life. This grace is 
suited to all conditions and equal to all occasions, The strong find 
here their greatest powet·, and the weakest saint by its magic in!lneoce 
"laughs at impossibilities, and cries 'it shall be done.''' It pleases 
God and perplexes the devil. It honours Christ and humbles Satan. 
It enables man to do everything-it prevents Satan doing anything. It 
helps in sorrow-it blesses in joy. No heart should be without it. 

The troubled hear! must have it. It turns bitter into sweet, and 
makes the mourner sing :-

" What though a cloud o'ershade my sight, 
llig with affliction's tear, 

My faith, amid the drops that fall, 
Discerns ll rainbow thel'e." 

The anxious heart should have it, for nothing soothes so well. 
Faith like an unsuspecting child, serenely resting on its mother's arm, 
reposing every care upon her God, sleeps on his bosom and expects au 
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harm; receives with joy the promises he makes, nor questions ot J1is 
purpose or his power. She does not doubting ask "Can this be so?'' 
The Lord has said it., and there needs no more. 

The glad lieart needs it. When all g.oes merry as the marriage bell 
"have faith in God." Trust not these transient joys, for that same bell 
which peels thy pleasure now may toll thy trouble on the morrow. Keep 
us, 0 Lord, in joy or sorrow, "faithful unto death." Let not" the subtle 
chait: that binds us to tlie infinite" be ever snapped or even weakened. 

Smful heart, thou needest faith although the want be never felt. Or, 
if thou dost acknowledge that this one thing is lacking, seek it straight 
from God. It must ever be his gift. Howsoever foul or sick thou art 
t.hy faith shall make thee whole. Only trust him. Trust Mm only. 
Question not the possibility of such a change : '' All things are possible 
to him that believeth." Thy inbred sins shall be plucked up by the 
roots, yea, the mountain of thine iniquities shall be removed into the 
sea. Hear what thy Master saith who waits to heal thee: "Believest 
thou that I am able to do this ?'' If thou canst not say at once, " Lord, 
I believe," present the heart.v prayer, "Lord, help mine unbeliet" "To 
him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." 0 what a sweet end 
iiimple way of salvation, yet how secure-" trusting Jesus, that is all!" 

"Trusting as the moments :fly, 
Trusting as the days go by, 
Trusting him whate'er befal~ 
Trusting Jesus-that is all.'' 

Thank God, we have learned that that is quite enongh. Our faith is 
now so precions that we wish we had a thousand times as much,
" Lord, increase our faith." Amen. 

IVt Ir.cst tnn'.hud foftntrhf3 unlrrntgtrIJ! ~rttgr.en. 

'

"ITE are bound to own as brethren all those whom God owns as 
Vl' children, and we may not fall into the anti-christian humonr in 

which some abide who un-church, if they do not uuchri9tianize, all who 
do not gather to their assembly. It is true we have among us a peevish, 
contentious sect, who in the name of unity denounce all but their own 
clique, but we may not refuse to love even these. If they will not unite 
with ns we cannot help it; oar only care must be to make sure that the 
disunity is all on their side. Inasmuch as they revile oilr church-order, 
and foolishly ridicule it as "system," we must show that it is part of 
our system to bear patiently the hard speeches of weak-minded brethren. 
Even if they disclaim us it will be our duty to call them brethren, 
notwithstanding their disclaimer. Their conduct is now so well known 
that none will believe them when they claim to be the pattern commu
nity, and it will be the more sure of speedy condemnation if we, each 
one of us, live to unite all believers, the exclusive ones included, and so 
by a contrary behaviour judge and condemn their schism. The worst 
i1arm that uncharitable brethren can do us is to render us as un-
1.0baritaLle as themselves. Remember that though they exclude others 
:l1ey may not themselves be excluded from our Christian love, for the 
most bigoted brethren are brethren still. 
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m11dt iagn i'mmtr .• 

FEW books which have crossed _t~e Atlantic will command a larger 
number of grateful and admirmg readers than that which sets 

forth the lire of the man who was familiarly spoken of as U acle John 
Vassar. He was one of the few men who seemed to approach Edward 
Irving's ideal of an apostolic missionary-" without a purae, without a 
chRnge of raiment; without a staff, without the care of makina friends 
or keeping friends ; without the desire of worldly gain, without the 
apprehension of worldly loss; without the care of life, without the fear 
of death; of no rank, of no country, ofno condition; a man of one thought 
-the gospel of Christ; a man of one purpose-the glory of God; a 
fool, and content to be reekoned a fool for Christ; a madman, and con
tent to be reckoned a. madman for Christ." Sublimely imprudent, as 
the world counts wisdom, be was wise in winning souls. His methods 
were unique, and his tact was inspired by the singleness of his aim 
and the wisdom and energy by which he sought its realization: whole
hearted in his consecration, he was untiring in his labours, and not only 
seized existing opportunities for usefulness, but created them. To be 
"instant in season" is a lower grade of Christian service; to be instant 
"out of season" is the higher form of Christian consecration. U acle 
John's labours were always in season, for he adapted himself to the 
sphere in which he was placed, and so compelled his opportunities that 
they were "unseasonably in season." 

In writing the life of Uncle John, Dr. Gordon has so dealt with the 
materials at command that the successive cllapters are made to portray 
tthe "good soldier of Jesus Christ," and to enforce the injunction
'' Fight the good fight of faith." Uncle John not only deserves to be 
called a "good soldier." He was something more, for, while fighting Lhe 
Lord's battles himself, he was an active recruiting sergeant, and never 
seems to have missed a chance of pressing home the question, " "\\ho is 
on the Lord's side ?" Accosting a gentleman on one occasion with 
the familiar question, "My dear friend, do you love Jesus ?" he was 
met with the rejoinder, " I do not know that that concerns you, sir." 
Uncle John was too shrewd a tactician to be disconcerted, and at once 
followed up the assault with the remark, "Oh, yes it does. In these 
days of rebellion, does it not concern every citizen as to which side 
every other citizen may take? How much more when a world is in re
bellion against God, should we be concerned to know who is on the 
Lord's side!" In this way he fenced the resentment which the obtru
sion seemed likely to provoke, and justified his advance as the anxious 
enquiry of an interested friend. Resisted or repulsed in his spiritual 
warfare, Uncle John never appears to have been vanquished. The word 
defeat w11s not found in his vocabulary, for in all his encounters if 
one weapon failed him he was at no loss to commend iinotber. He 
courted the hand-to-hand encounter like the warriors of the olden da\'S, 
and wandered like a knight-errant in quest of "the King's enemies," 
whom he sought to conquer end enlist. It is impossible to read the 
story of his triumphs without feeling a thrill of admiration for the man 

• Uncle John V o.eear; or the, Fig lit of .Faith. London : R. D. Dickinson. 
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and the quit'kening of the desire, if not the determination, to emulate 
the example of his life. It must not be supposed that Uncle John WHs 

proud, or eren elated with his achievements. One who knew him well 
speab of him as " a humble man who never spoke of himself, except 
in terms of depreciation, and to whom any suggestion of credit or praise 
alwa_vs seemed painful." And another adds, "It was the simplicity of 
the man, and his self-renouncing, that commended him to all, and made 
him a wonderful force. Whatever came from his efforts he was accu~tomed 
to speAk of it aR God-produced, through the feeblest instrumentality-
all of God and through God-he nothing but a poor sinner saved by 
grace." 

The first chapt,er in this interesting volume is devoted to the recruit, 
and from this we learn that John Ellison Vassar came from a sturdy stock 
of Korfolk farmers of French ancestry, who settled in America in the 
year 1796. They were Nonconformists and Baptists, and, in an age of 
formalism, were earnest and devout Christians. John was born in 1813, 
and, at the age of twelve, he counted as a man in his father's brickyard 
at Poughkeepsie, which was then a small village on the Hudson. His 
educational advantages were meagre, and his aptitude not such as 
justified an effort to make him a scholar. The society of the brickyard 
was a sad school for an ill-taaght lad, and his years seemed to pass 

away in prayerlessness and profanity till he reached the age of twenty
fi re. 

Cast npon the resonrces of his own energy, he acquired the habit of 
si>lf-reliance, and learnt to succeed where others would have failed. 
When recruited for the service of the Lord this habit became an im
portant factor. He could dare and do alone what others would hesitate 
to attempt. Dauntless courage and persistent energy, when sanctified 
by divine grace, make up the heroism of martyrs. 

The conversion of Uncle John was not a change of sentiment, but a 
change of heart, and was bron~ht about during some special services at 
the Baptist church. While he was under conviction he went home from 
one of the meetings, and finding his wife asleep he aroused her with 
the cry-" How can you rest there when your husband is going right 
down to hell?" He was astonished to find that his own anxiety was 
not shared by anybody else. To him it was a marvel that Christians 
were not all alive, and always alive, in the work of soul-winning. 

Ko sooner was he mus!,ered in than he commenced a career of useful
ness, in which the ardour of his enthusiasm seemed to intensify with his 
years. At the time of his conversion be was employed at a brewery; 
and, while diligent in business, he had sundry texts of Scripture 
chalked upon the wall which furnished him with themes for meditation, 
and he betook himself to reading and prayer as often as opportunity 
served. Nothing but a seven days' religion suited Uncle John. During 
the sermon on Sunday he would sit with his head down, and when 
Sl-JOken to about it be accoant€d for the habit by saying to the minister, 
'' I start even with you, praying while you preach, and to every appeal
ing truth I say, 'Lord, send that home"' ! Hi_s minist_er a~ds," I _dr?ve 
the nail with the gospel hammer, and he clmched 1t with believmg 
prayer." The work of the Sunday-school had an attraction for him, 
but he was too restless in his desire to do greater things to settle down 
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contented with a Bmall class. Loyal to Christ, he mast join the 
outposts; eager to lay some trophies at the Saviour's feet, he was not 
content with the home drill. At length, after earnestly prayin[J' for 
direction, he offered himself for the work of col portage unde~ the 
American Tract Society, and waf! sent to the far West. 

I-I is biographer describes him at the age of thirty-seven as setting 
forth with " en almost iron constitution, spirits buoyant as a child's, an 
all-ronquering faith, a large amount of good, sturdy, common sense, and 
a zeal that never flagged." The testimonies to Uncle John's usefulness 
are intensely interesting and instructive. He says, "I pass along the 
highways contented with my fare, and stop where the night overtakes me, 
witnessing all the time to small and great that Christ has power to 
save." 

Cancelling his engagement with the Tract Society, he entered upon a 
crusade against the drink traffic, walking some twenty miles a day, and 
finishing with a public meeting at night. Though his life seemetl often 
in danger from the mob, and he was burnt in effigy, he came out 
unharmed. He next engaged himself as agent of the Dutchess Baptist 
Association. Labouring in connection with such an organisation he 
found the moral and material support which furthered his aims, and it 
is said that wherever he laboured "the revivRl spirit went from church 
to church. Drowsy Christians started up as sleeping soldiers at bugle 
call.'' A story is told of this time which shows his persistent determin
ation. A young man at the meeting was brought almost to the point 
of decision, but left unsaved. The following day Uncle John felt he 
must look him up, and accordingly went to the farm where he was em
ployed. At mid-day all the workmen came in to dinner except this young 
man, who, suspecting Uncle John's errand, ran away and concealed 
himself in a barrel which stood in an outhouse. Nothing daunted, 
Uncle John climbed over and knelt by his side in prayer, and did not 
leave him until he was brought to a saving trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The man who could thus convert a meal-tub into a Bethel w.is of 
the right stamp for a county missionary, and mnst have many imitators 
if the wanderers are to be bi:ought nigh. 

Daring the earlier stages of the civil war which convulsed the conti
nent of America, Uncle John felt a growing desire to go to the fronr. 
The American Tract Society very gladly accepted his proffered service~, 
and he reached the Northern army on the eve of the battle of Gettys
burg. Being known to many of the ollkers and men, he received a cor
dial welcome, and set himself to care for the tented soldiers and the 
wounded in the hospitals. Straying away in quest of some stragglers 
one day, he was captured by Stuart's cavalry as a spy, and when ques
tioned by the general he replied, " I am working as a colportenr 01 the 
American Tract Society, to try and save the souls of the dear boys that 
fall around me daily. General, do you love Jesus?" The Ge~eral 
fenced the question with the remark, "I know that good old society,_ 
and have no fear of its emissaries." Uncle John was not to be put ofl: 
thus, and he followed up the assault with another shot, " But my dear 
General, do you love Jesus? '' The downright sin~e~·ity of the colportem· 
evinced by his earnestness saved him, fro_m rece1vmg a. sum~ary sen
tence, and the General escaped from his dilemma by settmg hun tree to 
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return to t.he Union lines. Prudential considerations for his personal 
sefet,'I' would ha'l'e spared him the peril provoked by snch encounters 
but '' he count.ed not his life deer unto him " in his passionate yearn~ 
ing: to save souls. It is att.ested that one-tenth of the brigade with 
which he was quartered found the Saviour through his instrumen. 
talit.y. He bei:ran his day at roll-call, and was in a state of intense 
acl.i'l'ity from sixteen to eighteen hours. He ate little, and slept litt:e, 
yet never flagged and never gave out. Few, if any, of the eight 

. t.l1ousand officers and men of his division e8caped his personal appeals. 
"My dear colonel," he said, addressing " very immoral officer, " this is 
the first time I ever saw you, and perhaps we shall never meet again. 
I am snre you will not think it amiss if I ask you whether you have 
an interest in the great salvation?" Such close dealing as this incident 
sni:rgests was Uncle John's usual method. He never wasted his oppor
tunity by indulging in vague generalities, and never scrupled to urge 
upon all he met the urgency of immediate decision for Christ. A 
wounded soldier said to him one day, "Uncle John, I have lost my 
arm, but I have not lost my hold of Jesus." Nothing could be more 
conclusive as to the success of his methods and the soundness of his 
work than such a t.estimony. . 

Another sphere of service to which Uncle John was assigned fell but 
little short of the military campaign in point of interest and importance. 
In 1869 the Tract Society rernlved to reach the miners in the regions 
of the Roch Mountains, and Uncle John undertook the mission in 
company with Mr. Shearer, ~ith whom he bad previously been asso
ciated. Rough as these men were, Uncle John soon found his way to 
their hearts, aud many were led to the Saviour. We have only to 
contemplate the vast range of country traversed by Uncle John, and the 
,aried conditions of his auditors, to infer how a truly consecrated man 
adapts himself to gain the end he has in view. "All the world is his 
parish "; " every creatnre" the object of hie solicitude. Thus we find 
uncle John at home amongst the freedmen of the South and the 
soldiers of the North ; the lonely settlers in the plains of Kansas and 
the Leeming po:imlations of crowded cities; the miners of Colorado and 
the monntaineere of Kentucky. From the altitude to which he was 
raised by bis di fine commission, social distinctions were dwarfed; and 
all the diversities of nationalit_v and class were merged in the common 
condi1ion of nniversal ruin. To him the inspired verdict-" There is 
no difference, for all have sinned," established an equality of need ; 
while the comprehensive assertion-"There is no difference, for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him," armed him 
with anthority to can-y the gospel to every member of the brotherhood 
of man. As an illustration of the importance of the visits of Uncle 
John to out-of-the-way people, we give the following story in the words 
of the biographer:-

•• In one house that was entered the praying wife of an infidel husband 
begged that a Bible might be given her, as there had been none in the 
home dmiag all their married life. One was furnished her, and the 
missionary went his way. Hardly had he got out of eight when the 
husband came in, and instantly his eye lit upon the book. One glance 
aroused all his rage. Seizing the volume with one hand, and his axe 
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with the other, he hurried out to the wood-pile, and laying it on the 
choppinf{-block, he cut it through and through. Corning hack to the 
cabin with the two pieces, he hurled one toward the wife, saying in a 
mocking tone, 'As you claim a part of all the property around here, 
there is your share of this.' The other half was pitched np into a niche 
where tools were sometimes kept. Months passed. The timid wife 
could only pray. One wet or wintry day, when the man was indoors, 
with little to do, finding the time hang heavy, he looked around for 
something to read. Reading matter in that home was scarce. W!lile 
rummaging around in this nook in search of some old newspaper, what 
should tum up bat his half of the mutilated book. To while away the 
monotony of the hour he took it up. Was it by accident that he 
opened at the parable of the prodigal? He did not remember having 
seen it before. By its simplicity he was charmed. Presently the nar
rative was broken off. To finish it he mast have the missing piece. 
Unwilling to ask for it, and so acknowledge that even his euriosity was 
stirred, he cast stealthy glances here and there to see if it would not 
appear. But its wary owner had safely hidden her fragment of 
Scripture, and his hunt was vain. Pretty soon inquisitiveness con
quered pride, and at his request the wife produced her piece. The story 
was finished. It was ·read over again and again. Need the outcome of 
the whole be told ? Another wanderer fell at the Father's feet. 
Another penitent was folded in the Father's arms. Another bitter 
opposer became the champion of a faith which all his life he had 
laboured to destroy." 

After preaching "the gospel in the regions beyond," Uncle John 
was deputed to visit the churches of New England. From what we 
have seen of the man no better selection could have been made. He 
was just the one to disturb the decorum from which the energy of 
life had departed, and to cause a stir amongst the dry bones of a dead 
formalism. How be roused the churches, and woke up the slumbering 
Christians, all along the lines is one of the most interesting and im
portant episodes in his career. "Dear Uncle John," writes one friend 
with whom he tarried, "his stay with us was like an angel's visit, and 
we cherish his words and looks in memory, as or one very intimate with 
Jesus, and dwelling even here quite4ln the verge or heaven." 

In every special mission he undertook, Uncle John more than justi
fied the designation by which he· was known-" The Shepherd's dog." 
There was a reflex influence attending his labours. If, as the Shepherd's 
dog he went forth and brou/!ht home the wandering sheep, the pastors 
were stirr~d up to care for them in the fold. If he endeavoured to 
arouse the churches to a higher spirituality, he iert theru with the 
quickened desire, and the fixed resolution, to copv an example so Christ
like. His biographer thus sums up his weapons in the fight, but 
which we prefer to call his qualitications for the warfare :- . 

1. Uuflim:hing loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ, based on adoring 
love. . 

2. Hnbitual and almost unbroken intercourse with God in prayer. 
3. A mighty faith. 
4. Devout and constant stuily of the word of God. 
5. Ptlrsisteney of purpose aud sanctified tact. 
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6. Deep and t€nder svmpathy with the lost. 
7. Great humility and catholicit.v of spirit. 
While his strength continued Uncle John held on, and when his 

health failed he was impatient of the restraint which loving friends 
imposed when it was clear to them he had " fought the good fight.'' 
Like a Chelsea pensioner, the veteran, in recounting his victories, would 
not admit his incapacity for active service. Writing to a minister he 
says, •· I 11m getting better every day, and can work some. The Society 
and the doctor bcith say I cannot come to you ; but I want to come 
and see the salvation of our God once more." Dear old man I the 
ruling pa.ssion was stroni in death. As he had spent himself in the 
sen-ice of the Lord, there was a solemn fitness in the last w01·d which 
fell from his lips, "Hallelujah," and "when he had said this he fell 
asleep." 

VERNON J, CHARLESWORTH. 

i.o a f.ouug l\liuhdcr. 
"A good minister of Jesus Christ."-1 Tim. iv. 6, 

' ' THE Lord Christ Jesns with thy spirit be": 
Thee may his presence giadden, help, defend: 

Rim serve with all thy powers continually: 
His glory seek, and on his love depend. 

The work is thine, to lead mankind to God ; 
On Christ's behalf, with sinful men to plead ; 
To point them to the sin-atoning blood ; 
With quickening, saving truth their souls to feed. 

'' Watch tbon in all things''; "to thyself take heed"; 
Claim all the blessings through the Saviour given; 
A Christian be in heart, in word, in deed; 
Live as becomes "an heir of God" and heaven. 

Be it thy care as much of Christ to know 
A~ heart can feel, as spirit can conceive; 
And strive his love and preciousnesg to show, 
That men in him may savingly believe. 

And by thy meani;, through his abundant grace, 
May many souls from sin &nd deat.h be won ; 
.And mayest thou stand with joy before his face, 
And see him smile, and hear him say," Well done.'' 
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1{1t ~ibit in fgt joutv Jtnz. 
BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

TAHITI, considered by English travellers to be the fairest spot in 
the Pacific Ocean, embraces an area of six hnndred sqnare miles. 

H was discovered by the Spaniards early in the seventeenth century; 
but an English captain, who was not aware that anyone had preceded 
him, named the island after George III. soon after that monarch's 
accession to the throne. Other designations given by France and Spain 
in time were superseded by the native name, restored by Captain Cook, 
who arter calling l'leveral times wrote the best account of the inhabi
tants which had at that time appeared. Since Cook's days the popula
tion has very greatly decreased, a phenomenon which is accounted for 
b_v war, by the former prevalence of infanticide, and by the introduction 
of diseases incidental to civilization. When the first missionaries 
arrived, in 1797, human sacrifices were common; but when King 
Pomaree JI. declared himself a Christian in 1816, a better era was 
inaugurated. The spread of the gospel among the people had the 
effect of abolishing their immoral practices, and also of bringing in a 
reign of peace. For half a centnry after the settlement of Ji.he mis
sionaries only small progress was made in the arts of ci vilizat!ion, bnt 
a trade in oil, sugar, arrowroot, shells, etc., is now carried on by 
foreigners who have settled in the island. Tahiti is a very lovely 
place, and as fertile as it is beautiful. 

Idolatry is happily a thing of the past, and the Bible is greatly 
prized by the natives generally. Although the Romish church has sent 
forth its missionaries to pervert the faith of the simple people, so long as 
the Scriptures are popular popery can make little progress. Writing 
about seven years ago, Mr. Green, the Bible agent for the Society group, 
said: "It is gratifying to me to report that the interest of the natives 
in the Word of God is as great as ever, and their desire to understand 
what they read increases. Yesterday a natil'e member of one of our 
own churches came to my study, and asked for the exposition of a 
passage or two of Scripture, and as I reoponded to his wishes he drew 
from his pocket two sheets of letter paper filled with texts of Scriptnre, 
which he wished me to expound; but I thought he would be able to 
retain only a portion, so I advised him to be satisfied with about half a 
dozen passages, which he agreed to, being careful to obtain a promise 
from me that I would allow him to come again. Another native visited 
me this morning on a similar errand, and thus a large portion of my 
time is occupied." Indeed, the interest on the part of the natives in 
the Bible is so genuine that the Romanists are compelled to shape t.heir 
procedure to the ci.rcumstances of the situation. They have even 
countenanced the reading of the Word in schools and elsewhere, hut 
at the same time they have circulated the absurd lie, that the Pro
testants of old stole the sacred writings from the true church, i.e., from 
themselves. 

There are exceptions, howewr, and even among the priests there are 
those who sincerely love the Sr.riptures. Two of these once entered the 
Bilile depot on the island, and hav mg selected a copy from several 
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snbmitted for impection, "the priest for whom it was intended," says the 
depositary, "seized it with an air of earnest joy which led me to inrer 
that it was the first time in his life that he had had an opportunity of 
calling a Bible his own." When a consi,•nment of Bibles and Testa
ments arriYes from England the copies a;e soon disposed of; for even 
the Romanists are obliged to make use of the ordinary version, having 
none of their own. The bishop, on one occasion, found some fault witb 
the t.ext, bnt t.he natives said, "If you are not satisfied with it, why 
don't you translate and print your own Bible, not buy ours?" When 
he confessed it was too great an undert11.king, he was advised to be 
silent. 

Being unable to stop the circulation of the books, and being also 
compelled to accept the ordinary version, the Romanists in Tahiti are 
in danger of bEeoming more evangelical than their brethren in less 
farnured parts of the world. In one of the latest letters from the 
island one of the pastors says: " The Catholics buy our Testaments 
and present them to their scholars free, but we have no funds for such 
a purpose at our disposal. I am accustomed to sell them to the chil
dren at one franc each, which is fifty pe1· cent. under net cost, and we 
aim to make up the loss to the society by means of a small profit on 
the Bibl~s. I have no doubt the Catholics know that we sell the Testa
ments, and they, by way of strategy, give them for nothing, as an in
ducement to children to attend their schools. I have very recently 
sold the Catholic bish0p twenty dollars' worth of Testaments, and he 
is now awaiting the arrival of the John Williams to get more of these 
copies, as my stock of cheap ones is exhausted." The Romanism which 
deals thus largely in the printed word would not be an evil to be greatly 
feared, were there not in the background the fear that if once the priests 
could gain the people they would soon take the Bibles away from them. 

A Bible-class ot forty members is attended by person::i who travel 
from one to fifteen miles for tbe purpose. One of the resident ministers 
says that the notes used are copied and appreciated by others living 
vmhin a radius of sixty miles. Hence, he adds, "Notwithstanding the re
strictions which are laid upon ns in preac.:hmg the Word of Life to the 
natives by the French Government, the Bible forms the groundwork of a 
very intereEting department of Christian labour.'' Printed matter is 
subject to official sanction, but manuscripts may be freely circulated. 
Kumbers of the people are extremely anxious to have Scripture cor
rectly interpreted, and one of the resident pastors has been known t_o 
send rerlies to two hundred Biblical queries in a single week. This 
pastor also tells us that '' a native deacon of about sixty years of age 
walked a dibtan.ce of thirty-five miles to obtain from me an exposition 
of four pas,ages of Scripture. I gave him eight pages of written notes 
on the passages on the following morning, a□d he has retur□ ed to 
rerort the result of his jour□ ey to the church to which he belongs.'' 
The Queen who lately died was a very devout Christian, and set her 
people an example by being faithful unto death. . . 

0ne striking peculiarity of many islands in the Pacific is their be1~g 
surruuuded by natural breakwaters, belts of coral rock, wh-ich lie out m 
the sea a mile or two, or a less distance from the shore, to resist the 
miguty violence of the wares driven forward by the trade winds. The 
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water off the seashore is thus charmingly tranquil, while beyond all 
is roaring turbulence. The coral naturally makes navigation more 
or less dangerous, and the mariner's perils are enhanced by the 
lack of convenient harbours. Thus a vessel which had a number 
of cases of Bibles for Mangaia " was wrecked on our dangerous 
reef at dead of night," says a resident pastor. "The whole of 
my people were with myself aroused. Happily it was a lovely 
moonlight night; but ten of the natives, who were passengers on 
board, had a very narrow escape of their lives. They ventured to jump 
from the vessel through the surf upon the reef, and so were saved. Our 
good people soon heard the tidings that the new Bibles had come, and 
hurried on board the vessel, which was just breaking up. I overheard 
them say that they were determined, if possible, to get the Bibles first, 
I stood by and watched them going off to the vessel. . . In a very short 
time all the eight cases were on shore, the natives certainly having 
risked their lives in the attempt to save them." 

The group known as the Loyalty Islands are coral formations, and 
are consequently more level than their neighbours. It is hardly more 
than thirty years since they have becc,me really known, and the settle
ment of missionaries is of still more recent date. Prior to the intro
duction of Christianity the natives were very badly used by various 
adventurers who called to cut cargoes of valuable wood and used their 
guns too freely. This led to retaliation on the part of the aborigines, 
and thus the heathen tribes contracted a character more ferocious than 
it might have been had the treatment meted out to them been more 
Christian. 

The island of Niue first received its translation of the New Testa
ment in 1866, and, notwithstanding the smallness of the population, a 
sum of £150 was speedily remitted on account of the sale. The popu
lation does not exceed five thousand, and the island is four hundred 
miles distant from any other land. The history of its Christianization 
is one of the most cheering episodes in missionary history; for this, 
once correctly named Savage Island-so called on account of the fero
cious character of the inhabitants-is now described as one of the 
brightest and happiest spots in the wide Pacific. The gospel conquest 
is virtually complete. A generation ago a foreigner could not have 
set foot on the island-a superstitious dread teaching the people to 
murder all intruders-the language was not reduced to writing, and the 
people were otherwise thoroughly degraded. Other islands in the same 
seas had accepted the joyful news of Christ, while Niue remained a 
heathen stronghold. The dawn of a better day appeared in 1849, when, 
at the risk of his life, a Samoan evangelist bravely landed, and settled 
in one of the villages. The work was slow and perilous ; but progress 
was made in spite of murderous plots, and at length four other teachers 
arrived. The harvest now became more plentiful, until, in 1861, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawes settled in the island, the people were ardently 
longing for a missionary. The gospel of Mark, already ~repared by 
the Samoan teachers, was now put in circulation; and, _w_h1le the work 
?f translation proceeded, the joy of the people on recemng each new 
mstalment of the Scriptures was indescribable. When the New Testa
ment was completed " a large number were paid for in advance, to 

' 33 



4i0 THE BIBLE IN THE SOUTH SEAS, 

ensure rerciYing E>ome of the first ropies," 11ays Mr. Lawes. "As 
soon 11s the cases arrived we were besieged with applicnnts, and 
were obligPd there 11nd then lo open them, rn eoger were the people 
for the Word of Life." Thus many years of plodding work on the 
part of the missionaries have received 1t great reward. The transla
tion was made from the originals, and assistance wes received in 
the work of revision from natives and others. "Twelve years ngo." 
says Mr. Lawes, writing in 1873, "Niue had no portion of God's 
Word in print~ and but few readers on the island. Now, the New Testa
ment and Book of Psalms are in their lrnnds, and a new revised edition 
together with the Books of Genesis and Exodus, will soon be completed 
for them. The New Testament is in every house on the island, and in 
every house are those who can read its blessed truths. Twelve hundred 
savage islanders (out of a population of five thousand) have made a 
personal profession of their faith in Christ, and are living in accordance 
with the teaching of God's word." He then adds, "Instead of the 
desert we have a garden ; instead of death, life-all this resulting from 
the Word of God in the hands of a few simple-minded, believing, prayerful 
men." Formerly the island was not only a nest of thieves and mur
derers, but the inhabitants were divided into two factiom, who were con
tinually at war. Now nearly a third of the people are communicants, 
numbers more are in the enquirers' classes, and in 1876 a sum of £224 
was remitted to England in payment for copies of the Scriptures. 

In August, 1877, a new consignment of Scriptures arrived, per the 
good ship John Williams, and in a little over two months from the date 
of the landing of the cases nine hundred copies were sold, although at 
that time the people were poor from the failure, or partial failure, of 
their crops. The Bible constitutes almost the whole literature of the 
islanders, and the books are in the hands of all classes. "Many, it 
may be, read it lightly and merely from custom, and but few intelli
gently and devoutly," says Mr. Lawes. "A good deal of seed-corn is 
apparently being wasted; yet murh bas fallen into good ground, and 
is bringing forth fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold. The gospel 
has lost none of its power on the hearts of the Savage Islanders." The 
native Christian veterans who were on the island during its former 
state of heathen degradation are almost extinct, but their places are 
filled by many youthful disciples who are entering the church. 

The population of Mare is about five thousand, but unfortunately a 
couple of plotting Romish priests have wrought great mischief, not 
hesitating even to stir up warlike passions between the Christians and 
the heathens. The missionaries complain that they have frequently 
been exposed to danger through Romish influencet!. Thus, in 1871, 
the priests alarmed the poor simple people by circulating the lying 
report that the Protestants, instigated by their missionary, were about 
to massacre all who were of a diff'trent persuasion. By such di11bolical 
arts nine hundred people, in a state of panic, were removed to another 
island, to be quite out of the reach of the New Testament which was 
just ready for circulation. 

W bile, however, the Scriptures are translated into lhe native dialect 
there is little fear of Romanism being able in the long run to keep the 
ptople enslaved. It is really astonibhing to hear of £100 at a time 
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being remitted from such a community on account of Bible sales, and 
such dmfts are a wonderful evidence of the progress whieh has been 
made. In heathen times there was no currency, and by slow degrees 
alone did the islanders come to an understanding relative to the value 
of money. We are told that " they will frequently come with a number 
of little silver coins, and think, because they have two threepenny-bits, 
two twenty-centime pieces, and a few coppers, that it must be enough, 
and are quite disappointed when told it is not half enough." One who 
came in such a manner was quite prepared to argue the question
" Wl1y, there are four pieces of white money, and six pieces of black 
money, and yesterday a friend of mine bought one for only one white 
piece!" That may probably have seemed to be quite conclusive to the 
unsophisticated native mind, but the European who had charge of the 
books was not prepared to yield, and suggested that the successful pur
chaser alluded to might, perhaps, have brought half a dollar. Only 
very gradually did they learn to appreciate the difference between large 
and small coins. One day an unfortunate dame whose house had been 
burned down came and asked Mr. Jones, the resident missionary, for a 
copy of the New Testament, to replace the one slte had lost; but, as 
the very school-children worked in the cotton-field to pay for their 
books, her applieation could not be granted. " I can't give you a New 
Testament," said the missionary, " or I should soon have endless appli
cations, with all sorts of excuses; but here is a subscription-paper for 
you, and here is a franc to begin with." In a few days the woman re
appeared with nine francs, and, through ignorance of their value, would 
have readily given all for the volume she desired. "I find the Word of 
God is not only diligently purchased but diligently read,'' adds Mr. 
Jones. '' The questions which are continually proposed to me show 
how well on the whole the Word is understood." 

Liju, in the Loyalty group, has a distinct language, so that a new 
translation was necessary for the use of the people. Mr. Macfarlane 
did the New Testament, and Mr. Sleigh the Psalms, and other portions 
will follow in due course. On this island Popery is a far more out
rageous enemy than heathenism. Some five or six years ago there was 
quite a little civil war kindled, the strife being stirred up by the priests. 
A number of men were killed, and several women were barbarously 
used by their persecutors. The Resident, on hearing of the disturbance, 
called at the island in a steamer, restored Whenegay, the chief, to his 
authority, and carried away as prisoners a couple of dozen of the papists. 
This energetic procedure had the effect of restoring peace; but the 
smouldering fires were still beneath the surface. Mr. Sleigh says in 
one of his letters : " I meet monthly from forty to upwards of sixty 
Sunday-school teachers, some of whom travel twenty miles hither, to 
copy explanatory and practical notes on Scripture, and to listen to 
verbal instructions on the portion to be taught. At times a native will 
make some of the notes serve as an outline for bis public address at the 
weekly meeting." One might incline to the notion that the presence of 
Romish priests must sometimes be a source of perplexity to these artless 
folks, especially when they put such characteristic questions as, "Can 
your missionary save you? Can your Bible save you?'' These men, 
whose ignorant o.rrogance is rooted in their supposed relationship to 
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the apostles, profess to inherit power to save the soul ; but the reply 
they frequently receive from the reclaimed heathen is, " Christ alone 
can save." 

Another member of the Pacific island family is Uvea, with a popula
tion of two thousand, and two distinct languages on its confined area! 
The priests are here a sore hindrance, and the more so because they are 
naturally countenanced by the French authorities. Mr. Ella, of the 
London Missionary Society, settled on the island probably about twenty 
years ago, and he has translated the New Testament into laian, the 
di11,lect which is understood by the people generally. "It is to be de
plored that, from the diversity of languages, so much labour for 
translating and printing is required for so comparatively few people; 
bnt the resnlts are worthy of the efforts to obtain it," he remarks in 
one of his letters. "Indeed, I feel fully repaid for all my work in 
-witnessing the inteni:e delight with which our poor people receive this 
boon. It is a real enjoyment to ourselves to observe the pleasure they 
take in sitting round their fires at night, in circles of ten, or twenty, or 
more, reading in turn, and conversing upon the subjects read. On the 
day on which I issued the copies one of Mrs. Ellis's native girls came 
to her with her book, her face glowing with pleasure, and said, 'Beau
tiful is the story of Jesus!' I envy them the freshness and delight 
they experience in reading the gospel for the first time. It is difficult 
for us to conceive the feeling of their minds on such an occasion. 
Often, whilst engaged in translating or revising, I have to arouse my 
pundits from an ecstacy or abstraction with the spirit of the subject, 
to give the required attention to the letter.'' The entire New Testa
ment, which is now in use, will prove the most formidable opponent the 
Romanists have ever encountered; for although active persecution, in
dulged in a few years ago, may have ceased, this will not be put aside 
by the "false arguments and enticing speeches" they are substituting 
for former violence. 

( To b·e continued.) 

AYO UNG divine, fresh from college, preached a sublime sermon up~n 
"knowledge." He displayed his own supposed knowledge while 

he extolled '' knowledge" to the skies. Not a sentence of the gospel 
from his lips; not a particle of unction rested on his discourse; it was 
knowledo-e, knowledge, nothing else but knowledge. Happily the old 
clerk had the choice of the concluding hymn, and admirably did he 
exercise his privilege. The congregation must have felt a !ife-long 
affection for the dear old soul, for he read out as loudly as possible, Dr. 
Watts' hymn-

"Knowledge, alas, 'tis all in vain." 

Academic learning hardly enabled the philosophical divine to offer B 
closing prayer, but, thanks be to God, he had the sense to learn the 
lesson and to feel humbled by it. 
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BY FREDERICK HASTINGS. 

PEOPLE have little idea of the power of the Jesuits. I know not the 
exact number of members at the present time, but the .Jesuit Al

manack, published at Cracow, for 1874, states that this Order then num
bered 9,101 members. Of these 1,527 were at work in Italy; 643 in 
Belgium; 463 in Austria: 313 in Holland; 2,4!33 in France; an<l 1,080 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and the British Possessions. It is estimated 
that 1,558 members of this Order are engaged at work in America, 
Africa, Asia, and Australia. The distribution of these vigilant and 
tireless labourers for the Papacy, indicates the fields they regard as 
specially important and promising. France calls for more than Italy, 
while Great Britain and its dependencies have a stronger force than 
Austria and Holland combined. America is evidently considered an 
inviting field, if we judge by the force employed. Obedient to their 
leaders, intense in their zeal, they are the most formidable body of 
men that this earth contains. Their activity should stir the Protestant 
world from its slothfulness. 

Their college at Stonyhurst is a stronghold of evil influence. In a 
peaceful and beautiful vale in Lancashire it is situated. As I walked 
towards it, and afterwards went with its rector-'-to whom I had a letter 
of introduction-a most courteous and affable man, through its cor
ridors, library, and museum, I could with difficulty realize how 
poisonous was the moral stream that flowed from such a noble structure 
and charming place. 

In London the Jesuits have two houses, at Farm-street, and at 
Westminster; in the diocese of Salford they have five-one in Man
chester, two at Accrington, one at CJitheroe, and one at Stonyhurst. In 
the diocese of Shrewsbury they have one house at St. Asaph, in Flintshire. 
In Southwark they have two, one at Beaumont, and one at Mannesa ; and 
in Liverpool they have an extensive collegc1, that of St. Francis Xavier. 
In Edinburghshire the Jesuits have two houses, and in Lanarkshire 
they have one; so that in England, Wales, and Seotland there are 
fourteen houses of the Jesuit Fathers, all of which are illegal institu
tions "under the Act of George IV." 

Dr. Diillenger, the great writer, and one of the leaders of the Old 
Catholic party, recently spoke as follows in regard to the Jesuits : 
" The experience of three centuries shows that the J emits ham no 
lucky hand. No blessing ever rests on their undertakings. They 
build with unwearied assiduity, but a storm comes and shatters the 
building, or a flood comes and washes it away, or the worm-eaten edifice 
falls to pieces in their hands. The Oriental proverb about the Turk 
applies to them, ' Where the Turk sits grass never grows.' Their mis
sions in Paraguay, Japan, and amonO' the tribes of North America, 
have long since gone to ruin. In Abyssinia they had once (in 1625) 

* Clerica.lism : illustrated from the Life of H11tfreingue, the originator of Railway 
l'ilgrime.ges. By Frederick He.stings. London: William lllack.-We print this 
chapter a.s the best way of showing our a.pprecia.tion of the book. C. H. S. 
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almo1,t obtained dominion, but some time afterward (1G34) the whole 
concern collapi;,ed, and they never ventnrcd to return there. Whnt is 
left to-d11y of their laborious missions in the Levant, the Greek 
ii;,la_ndi;,, Peri;,ia, the Crimea, and Egypt? Scarcely a reminiscence of 
t.h01r former presence there is to be fonnd on the spot. Above all, the 
Society of Jesus devoted its best services to its native home in Spain. 
The result was bankruptcy and depopulation of that once powerful 
kingdom." 

Yet these ,cry men are seeking by every means to bring England and 
Frnnce under their sway. And now Scotland, hitherto the stronghold 
of Puritan and Protestant doctrine and practice!!, is to be attacked. It 
is to have a Catholic hierarchy, and to be mapped out for subjugation. 
To effect this they would hesitate at no measures which would promise 
success. They are bound by oath to do all they can to " to extirpate 
the heretical Protestant doctrine." 

How few know anything of the oath of secresy taken by the Jesuits. 
It was fr11med for them in the Papacy of Urban VIII., about the year 
1636. The following are portions of it:-'' I, A. B., now in the pre
sence of Almighty God, the Blessed Virgin Mary, of St. Michael the 
Archangel, etc .... do declare from my heart, without mental reserva
tion, that His Holiness the Pope is Christ's Vicar-General, and is the 
trne and onl_v head of the Catholic or Universal Church throughout the 
earth ; and that by virtue of the keys of binding and loosing given to His 
Holiness by my Saviour Jesus Christ, he bath power to depose heretical 
kings, princes, states, commonwealths, and governments ; all being 
illegal without his sacred confirmation; and that they may safely be 
destroyed. Therefore, . . . . .I do renounce and disown any allegiance 
as due to any heretical king, prince, or state named Protestant, or 
obedience to any of their inferior magistrates or officers ..... I do 
further declare that I will help, assist, and advise all or any of His 
Holiness' agents in any place wherever I shall be, in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, or in any other territory or kingdom I shall co~e to; and 
do my utmost to extirpate the heretical Protestant doctrme; and to 
destroy all their pretended power, regal or otherwise. I do further 
promise and declare that notwithstanding I am dispensed with to assume 
any religion heretical for the propagating of the mother Church's interest, 
to keep secret and private all her agents, counsel, etc." 

The men who have taken this oath are the moving spirits of the 
Papacy. They are the power behind the " Curia." They have been 
consolidating their forces lately, and have formed the "Universal 
Catholic League," of which the very officials reside in the Vatican. The 
League possesses, at this moment, in its general chest, fifty m_ill_ions of 
francs, and is reported to have upwards of two hundred m1l~10ns of 
francs in French rentes and English stocks. Its funds are said to be 
constantly increasing, and will, it is alleged, _shortly reach a milliard of 
francs. The late Pope himself lately contributed to the general chest 
two million francs from Peter's pence. 

Now, we should neither fear the Catholic League nor the Jesuits, were 
it not that in Lhe Establishment there are so many who are playing into 
their band,;, aud who are traitors to the principles of Protestanti~m'-
tbe Ritualists. Dr. Pusey has told us plainly that "their aim 1s to 
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Catholiciso Englund." Bishop Ellicott has pointfld ont the clanger 
most forcibly. He spoke in a sermon in Holy Trinity Church, Bristol, 
of " the danger which arises solely from within, and which is becoming 
ea.eh year we Ii ve more real and more aggravated. I mean the <langer 
that is due to that strange retrograde movement and superstition, which 
three hundred years ago we seemed to have cast away for ever ..... 
So conceriled is the real origin of this danger, thaL we perhaps com
monly fail to estimate it in its true nature and characteristics." The 
learned Bishop probed the secret of this sore evil when he showed that 
the "very essence," the "hidden principle," that made it so formidable 
to the individual as well as to the church at large, is "the desire of 
power over the souls and spirits of men." In this the Ritualists are at 
one with the Jesuits. 

Now, the Catholics ofttimes affect to despise the Ritualists. They 
even sneer at their illogical position; yet the Catholics owe much to 
them. Look how their ranks have been replenished from the Ritualists. 
Monsignor Capel stated about two years ago that " Forty oC the 
Roman Catholic clergy in London formerly belonged to the Eogli;;h 
church, while the heads of Stonyhurst, Oscott, St. Edmund's, Edg
baston, St. Charles', Bayswater (all of them high-class Roman Catholic 
colleges), and the Catholic Public School, Kensington, are every one 
converts; as are also the editors of The Dublin Revi.ew, The Jfonth, 
The Tablet, The Illustrated Catholic .Magazine, and Catholic Opinion." 

Remember, also, that there is a clerical guild-a society composed of 
persons who have received ordination in the Protestant Establishment
called the "Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament," the object of 
which is to restore to this country, in its pristine integrity, the Sacri
fice of the Mass in all the churches throughout the kingdom, and so 
repair, as they phrase it, the insult offered by the present mode of 
celebrating the Communion of the Body and Blood of our Lord. In 
1873 this Confraternity numbered 356 associated priests. Now it is 
probable there are not less than 700. These are not many compared 
with the whole of the clergy, but we must remember that there are 
very many more Ritualists than are included in that "Confraternity," 
and that their party is the most active of all the sections of the 
Establishment. 

In view, therefore, of these things we ask whether we ought not by 
all means in our power to resist further insidious working on the part 
of the one, or encroachments on the part of the other? If there are 
guilds and leagues formed by Ritnalists and Jesuits, all Protestants 
should combine to form anti-Ritualist and anti-Vatican leagues. Let 
"Clericalism'' receive first a stronger counter-check, and then a 
crushing defeat from the forces of freedmen and spiritual truth. Let 
.o,U lovers of pure Protestantism unite and struggle "shoulder to 
shoulder" for this noble end. 
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Jdttr m:rttt.cn bu ~ol,n ~trrihgt. 
A FRIE}.1D at Devonport has kindly !'lent the following char11cteristic 

letter by John Berridge. The original is dated May, 176!) :-
" Dear Friend,-Your kind note was received yesterday, which tells 

me where you have been and what _you were doing. You have got your 
":1ngs a~ain, I find. 'Tis well: I wish I could send you a congratula
trnn without envy, but I cannot. Whilst you are winging your way 
from county to county, and perching, like an eagle, on the cupola of 
e'l"ery tabernacle, I am sitting at home solitary, like a sparrow on the 
honsetop, or rather like an owl in the desert. At present I have no 
prospect of going anywhere from home to preach; and but for these 
~ords, 'Wait the Lord's leisure,' and ' Thy youth shall be renewed 
like the eagle's,' I should never expect to go out again. Everything is 
apt to hurry and disquiet me, and at times I am scarce able to bear 
company. Indeed, if I may tell you the truth, I do not look for a 
speedy end of my troubles, because my heart is not humbled under the 
affliction. I cannot kiss the rod, nor let the Master quietly tumble 
and seize me, whip or kick his poor sorry whelp, just as he pleases. 
Sometimes I bark and howl, and sometimes grin and snap; and whilst 
matters are at this pass 'tis no marvel that he keeps my feet in the 
stocks. I wish and pray for a resigned will, but have it not: yea, wish 
more for resignation than for health. Dear Lord, bestow it on me. Oh, 
how churlish is my heart at times, much harder than a nether millstone; 
then I sit and squat like some poor toad under a tile, and spit at every
thing that vexeth me. Anon, my heart is broken down with some sweet 
contrition, and then I get such charming sights of grace, such cheering 
gleams of love, as make me think I ne'er shall grumble more. But 
these visits oft are short; and, when they end, I slide at once from 
hea,en to earth, and downward still to hell, the hell of my own bosom. 
Weary I am of myself, right weary, and ashamed. Eleven years at a 
gospel school, and have not yet half learnt the first lesson of the lowest 
form, 'Take up thy cross.' W~at a booby! None but Jesus could 
bear such dunces in bis school. 'Tis well for me that he is God as well 
as man, else I should weary him out, and his compassions would fail. 
But enough on this subject. Perhaps I may disquiet you, if you ar~ a 
little sunk into the scald-miserable order. Well, )'(IU are returned with 
a cold and hoarseness. Proper physick after a five weeks' PentP.costal 
feasting. We are like children, always wanting the treacle pot, but a 
wise man says, 'It is not safe, eating too much honey'; and therefor_e 
thorns in the flesh usually follow close at the heels of heavenly mam
festations and succours. These thorns often seem to us a mere dead 
weight, but prove an excellent ballast, and keep our ship fro~ over
setting. When we get into port we shall drop our ballast, this house 
of correction, and take our leave of the old man of sin, that hearty 
friend and cousin-german of the devil. Oh, for a safe passage and. a 
happy landing, to be met and welcomed by Jesus, and embraced m 
tlie arms of this faithful and unchangeable Friend! Come, my brother, 
let us trudge on-whilst I creep do you run; and the Lord direct our 
feet, and quicken our pace, and prosper our work continually. Peace 
be with thee, and with all that love the Lord Jesus. " J. B." 
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&omtnts ~ork nm.ong jail.ors. 
PLYMOUTH and Devonport together represent the second port of 

Great Britoin in point of size and importance. In 1877, Ports
mouth Docl<yard employed 4,910 men at an annual cost of £:321,844; 
while, at the same date, Plymouth had 4,336 men, whose yearly wages 
amounted to £292,563. There does not appear to be any natural 
reason why the more distant port should not be equal to any in the 
empire ; for it is generally acknowledged to be one of the finest 
harbours in the world. There is a wide field open for Christian enter
prise, as large numbers of sailors are continually visiting the ports, and 
the united towns have a population of between one and two hundred 
thousand. 

Miss Weston's Sailors' Rest, at Devonport, like Miss Robinson's In
stitute for Soldiers at Portsmouth, is doing a work which the nation 
generally ought to regard with gratitude. It is not very long ago since 
a beginning was maee by Miss Weston's writing letters of Christian 
advice to seamen, and these have increased until nearly 100,000 were 
sent out during last year. "They go to every ship in the Service," we 
are told ; "they are very simple little messengers, and yet God uses and 
blesses them." 

One of the chief curses of our large naval and military seaport towns 
is the large number of bad houses of various kinds that abound, the 
majority being drinking dens of the lowest character. The number of 
these, to those who notice them, is perfectly surprising ; and the havoc 
wrought among their crowd of victims is correspondingly large. When 
she had commenced to make a good impression on the sailors, by means 
of her monthly letters, Miss Weston soon discovered that something else 
was needed. While in port her constituents needed some kind of a 
respectable house, where rest, refreshment, and sleeping accommodation 
could be found. 

In time the Sailors' Rest and Institute was opened in Fore-street, 
and this has now become sufficiently popular to be frequently crowded 
with customers. A fair char~e is made for everything, and no in
toxicants are sold. Rooms, after the manner of a club, are set apart for 
reading, writing, and innocent recreation. A block of sleeping-cabins 
has lately been opened-clean, light little rooms, where each occupant 
can enjoy quiet and comfort. 'l'he Home is so much like a public
house that :Miss Weston tells us that-

" Some have come in under a total mistake, as in the case of a 
seaman a little the worse for drink, who threw down sixpence on the 
counter and asked for a glass of brandy. He was pleasantly requested 
to sit down, and a cup of steaming coffee was brought to him. He looked 
amazed, and said : 

"' I asked for a glass of brandy, and you have brought me coffee.' 
"' Well, sir, this is the Sailors'-Rest brandy,' was the answer; 'and 

we hope to see you here some day again.' 
" Too much amused to be angry, he drank his coffee and went away, 

returning after eight weeks' leave, with the pleasant testimony that the 
'Sailors'-Rest brandy' bad saved him; he had given up drink aucl was 
fast becoming a steacly and respectable man." 
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Others, le!'!s fortunate, are the virtims of another kind of brandy before 
they get wit.bin the portals of the Rest, and concerning these Miss 
Weston says : 

"I am glad to say that many of the rougher characters in the Service 
use the place. The police frequently bring us men who a.re strolling 

about the streets the worse for drink; my manager also goes out and 
often brings many poor fellows in, who would otherwise get into the 
lock-up ; and occasionally we have even been summoned to carry them 
home in a state of utter collapse. Just before Christmas two young 
men brought in a poor seaman who could scarcely stand, and asked tha~ 
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some one might be sent to the Devonport Park to pick up another, who 
wmi lying in the snow apparently dead. A party proceeded to the spot, 
and there lay the man stiff and stark; on lifting him up something 
hard was felt, which fell out of his serge, and proved to be a rum bottle; 
he was brought to the Institute in a cab and taken care of. Both of the 
men were going home on Christmas leave, had money in their pockets, 
and had spent it in the public-house ; their gratitude knew no bounds 
at the kindness which had been shown." 

During the last year a room for religions services, capable of holding 
more than four hundred people, was opened by Admiral Fishbourne, 
who very cordially testified to the value of Miss Weston's work. 

A second coffee-hoase, called The Homeward Bound, has also been 
recently opened at Keyham. In the rear of this a mission and reading 
room is being erected, of which Miss Weston says:-" No mention is 
made in our balance-sheet of the purchase or fitting up of this building; 
this has been done by myself from private sources, but I hope liUle by 
little to pay it off; the current expenses we intend to defray by the 
money taken in the refreshment bar, while the mission and reading 
room is being built by special contributions, given by friends who feel 
the need of such a place in connexion with our work ; indeed, I could 
not continue long without such a room, ag my well-known plan is to 
have not only a home for the seaman, but also means by which he and 
his friends may be helped and blessed spiritually. I hope very shortly 
to open this room, while under a sailor manager my wish is that the 
place may become more and more of a sailors' place-not to the exclu
sion of the public, who are welcome to our refreshment bar and also to 
occasional meetings, but that the 'blue jacket' may take his propel 
position here as at the Sailors' Rest." 

Besides a clothing depot and a savings' bank, the coffee carriage 
named The Cruiser is a favourite with the men. "It is a small, covered 
cart, brightly painted, and drawn by a small pony. It contains three 
copper coffee urns heated by charcoal, ovens heated in the same way for 
joints, potatoes, sausages, pasties, etc., wells for ginger-beer and lemon
ade, storage for buns, rolls, tarts, and crockery. This cart is in full 
activity whenever our sailors appear, as they do occasionally, for a march 
into the country: as they pass the Sailors' Rest the cart falls in at the 
rear and accompanies them, carrying a bright little flag with its name, 
The Cruiser, upon it." Would not such an invention as this be useful 
in other places besides Plymouth? 

The work thus undertaken by Miss Weston and her hard working 
colleague, Miss Wintz, continues to extend, and new plans are gradually 
being matured. It is stated that the Royal Naval Temperance Society 
" has become a great power in the Service," and a periodical which has 
been started-The Naval Temperance News-circulates two thous:md 
monthly. On Sundays and Thursdays meetings are held J'or sailor boys, 
many of whom are converted. Thus "Some dear lads, who have died 
during the year, have given bright and happy testimony in the hospital, 
and have been able to say that they learned to love and trust their 
Saviour at the Sailors' Rest." The sailors' wives, many of whom 
are very young, are not forgotten ; for, as " a finishing touch," married 
quarters are to be fitted up. The Flower Mission looks after the sick 
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or disabled; and on one occasion a thousand Testaments from the Naval 
and Military Bible Society were presented to as many men, who were 
departing to take part in Lord Beaconsfield's war in Zululand. 

In regard to funds Miss Weston says : " Last year I made many and 
special appeals, my accounts of the work in various religious papers 
generally wound up with a strong appeal for funds, and I advertised 
considerably. God showed me his will by his dealings: my advertise
tisements scarcely paid themselves, and my appeals brought in but 
little, so that while doing much less work than we have this year, we 
had a deficit of £85 on our gospel account. This year, although the 
needs haYe been stated to the Christian world, above and before 1111 they 
have been laid before God, the advertisements have been abandoned, 
the urgent appeals extracted from otherwise interesting statements, and 
the result bas been that the deficit has been paid, every expense met, 
and the sum sent in for this part of the work has been £!!63, consider
ably more than last year. I attempt no deductions, but merely state 
facts: to God be the glory!" 

Such is the work ; and the more we become acquainted with its 
details the better shall we realize that all is carried on "For the glory 
of God and the good of the Service." 

j.enftntiaus cf ragm.enbt 
"l;f AlfY think that men of all religions shall be saved, provided they 
ill. be sincere, and walk according to their light. Yet true religion 
is but one, and all others are false, noxious, and pestilent. To make 
many doors to heal'en is to set wide open the gates of hell. Beside the 
name of Jesus there is none other name given among men by which we 
must be saved. 

Some declare that they will be of no religion till all differences 
among the learned and godly are reconciled, and they refuse to believe 
any one creed because there are so many. This is as foolish a course 
of action as if a man dangerously diseased should resolve to take 
no medicine till all doctors are of one opinion, or a merchant should 
refuse to receive money till all coins wore the same image. The truth 
is to be known if we will search for it with humble minds. "If 
any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it 
be of God" (John vii. 17). 

When we embrace the religion of Christ we should do so upon 
evidence and satisfy ourselves as to the ground of it. We should not 
take up' a faith because it is commo_nly believed, but_ because it is 
certainly true; we must not_ b_e of th~s or that_ perrnas10n because we 
were born in it, but because it 1s born Ill us; neither should we espouse 
the true faith itself because we know no other, but because we know 
no better. 
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i!Gttttl,trs .of ~izztnt in ~tdining fhutz. 

THE condition of England immediately after I.he Revolution of 1688 
was sufficiently unique to attract the attention of the civilised 

world. It was something entirely new in political history for a whole 
nation at one bound to escape from the thraldom of tyranny and priest
craft, and under the enlightened rule of a foreign prince· to re-assert its 
birthright of liberty. The effect on Europe may be judgetl of from the 
bitter chagrin of the arch-tyrant, Louis the Fourteent!i, whose influence 
and treasure were expended in vain to re-enthrone a popish despot in the 
chosen home of freedom. With the Ironsides in their graves, and 
England enslaved, the royal taskmasters of the Continent would have 
had little or nothing to fear ; bnt no oppressor was absolutely safe 
while England was free, and while the land was more and more 
becoming the impregnable retreat of gospel preachers and political 
patriots. Although it was the beginning of winter when .James II. 
retreated and William III. landed, the national elation resembled that 
begotten of the genial warmth of spring, when it triumphs over and 
removes the wreck and sorrow occasioned by destructive frosts and 
pitiless storms. Popery, which, under James, had with the impudence 
of a brazen-faced woman paraded its mummeries and trumperies in high 
places as well as in the streets, hid its bead. The prisons changed their 
occupants: Jeffreys, and not Baxter, dying in ignominy in the Tower, 
being typical of the general reformation. Men greeted one another in 
the streets like free men; hymn singers among the Dissenters were not 
afraid of their voices being heard, while here and there, on favoured 
sites, the sound of hammers and the ring of trowels told that chapel
builders were working to swell the triumph of the hour. 

But the truth is known to everybody, that unfortunately the Revolu
tion did not fulfil its promise. Comprehenoion, as designed by king 
William, completely broke down; the national church, forgetful of its 
late alliance with Dissent for the repression of a common foe, re
assumed its old position, and the Nonconformists were content to plod 
and persevere through the day of small things. In the beginning of 
the century, according to Dr. Waddington, in the last volume of his 
" Congregational History," "they were often licensed to meet in a barn ; 
and, either from poverty of architectural design, or want of funds, they 
erected their meeting-house after the style of that structure. The reli
gious light was sufficiently 'dim' from the cottage-like windows. In 
winter they had not the luxury of a stove, and their knowledge of the 
art of ventilation was imperfect. The gallery was often approached by 
steps outside the buildings, like the ladder leading up to a hay-loft. 
But early or late the people came with willing feet to th~ place they 
loved so well, though hidden from public view by a clnmp of trees or by 
other buildings." 

In some r€spects Dani"el Defoe is the most remarkable Dissenter, and 
he is certainly one of the most interesting characters of the early years 
of the eighteenth century. If it be true that his own experience is 
allegorically reflected in the pages of " Robinson Crusoe,:' we can ~ell 
understand how the realities of his life were more romantic than fiction. 
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He appears to have employed fiction because facts U11Rdorned would 
have yielded no diversion, and perhaps scarce have obtained a reading, 
much lrss attention, the teacher, li.ke the prophet, having no honour in 
his o""n country. 

In old Cripplegate-which is, indeed, classic ground, on account of 
its Puritan associations-we come upon the family of Foe, James Foe, 
citizrn and butcher, being also a pillar of the Nonconformist interest 
in tlrnt ,icinity: The family had formerly occupied a good position in 
t!rn c_ounty of Northampton, and the glimpses we get of their home 
life m London reveal something of the manners and customs of the 
upper classes of Nonconformists a couple of centuries ago. The Bible 
being the rnle of faith, nnd the daily rending book, young Daniel, in 
emulation of others who had accomplished the stupendous feat, com
menced the task of making a fair copy of the sacred books, but on com
pleting the Pentateuch the pen fell from his wearied hand. As a boy he 
was shre""d, full of courage, nnd generous ; and it showed the pious 
longings of his parents when they were willing to forego worldly ad
.ancement in order that their son might preach the gospel. At the age 
of fourteen he was placed in the once celebrated theological seminary 
of Charles Morton, at Stoke Newington, and in afterwards speaking of 
this ministerial training Defoe remarked-" It was my disaster first to 
be set apart for, and then to be set apart from, the honour of that 
sacred employ." 

Of the patriotic and anti-popish leaning of the family we have suffi
cient evidence in young Daniel's joining the army of the Duke of 
Monmouth, when the Protestantism of England was supposed to be 
endangered. He fought in the battle of Sedgmoor, and escaping 
to Lundon "Without attracting notice in the west, he was not en
trapped in the Bloody-assize. On again settling in London the young 
adventurer soon became what his excellent father had long been
a leader among the Dissenters of the city. Indeed, according to Mr. 
Lee, this accounts for the prefix to the family name. "They would 
respectively be spoken of and addressed orally as Mr. Foe and Mr. D. 
:Foe. The name as spoken would in writing become De Foe, and thus 
what originated in accident might be used for convenience, and be
come more or less fixed and settled by time." 

More interesting, provided the tradition can be established, is the 
connection b)' marriage between the families of Defoe and Dr. Anuesley, 
the godly rector of Cripplegate, and afterwards the Presbyterian pastor 
of Little St. Helens. This would make the author of "Robinson 
Crusoe" the brother-in-law of the old rector of Epworth, and also of 
the much-written about" mother of the Wesleys." There was much 
that was e;ammon in the two families, and it is qnite likely that the 
regard of the young people for one another may have ripened into 
marriage. 

There is some reason for supposing Defoe to have been the most pr~
lific author of his generation; and, according to a description of his 
person in a Government proclamation for his arrest, he was " a middle
sized, spare man, about forty years old, of a bronze complexion, ~d 
dark brown-coloured hair, but wears a wig, a hooked nose, a sharp chm, 
grey eyes, and a large mole near his mouth." By his fertile genius all 
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ldnds of writing appear to have been executed with extraordinary 
facility, and his complete acquaintance with Scripture is always ap
parent. The hardness of the times to literary labourers is shown 
by the fact that Defoe was continually in trouble when out of prison, 
ond probably died in indigent obscurity. His appearance in the pil
lory for daring to satirise the ferocious, persecuting Rpirit of the age, 
and the handsome treatment he was accorded by the mob, is one of the 
most remarkable street spectacles of the reign of Queen Anne. 

The clergy, whose violence and anti-Christian temper were so forcibly 
depicted in the "Shortest Way" of the witty author, were ecclesiastical 
curiosities now almost extinct, or whose breed is preserved only in. the 
newspaper offices of the Ritualistic faction. Luke :Milbourne, who on 
his removal from Yarmouth to London became a ranting preacher at 
St. Ethelburga, Bishopsgate, was an apt specimen of the no-quarter 
breathing Anglicans, and his ribald ap;:eals to the paseions of his 
audience are quite as surprising, judged of as flowers of rhetoric, as they 
are instructive when looked at as characteristic of the times. Low
bred epithets, worthy only of the ale-house and tap-room, were showered 
upon the luckless heads of Nonconformist antagonists: such men as 
Milton and Baxter being styled "agents of darkness" and " sons of 
Belia!.'' The man best qualified to be matched with Milbourne was Dr. 
Sacheverell, and the violence of the two would not seem to be at all 
misrepresented in the wonderful satire of Defoe. The politicians were 
even worse than the clergy, for Bolingbroke, that profligate infidel and 
Jacobite, was also, for policy's sake, a friend of the church, and the 
framer of the Schism Bill. 

While threatened with oppression under the reign of the last of the 
Stuarts, the Dissenters held fast together and a piety flourished among 
them which no enemies could destroy. Their deliverance was suffi
ciently remarkable: by Israel of old it would have been ascribed 
directly to the Lord; but no sooner was liberty guaranteed by the 
much-desired Protestant succession, than internal troubles sadly dis
turbed the peace of the church. Hard times were better for the people 
of God than days of ease and lethargy. The controversy between the 
subscribers and non-subscribers, which raged in London in 1719, is 
traced by Dr. Waddington to the selt~conceited Whiston, whose 
sophistries transformed the orthodox pastor, Peirce of Exeter, into an 
Arian. The conversion of Peirce, and the consequent defections in the 
Nonconformist ranks, is curiously illustrative of the power for evil of 
one bad book. The casual meeting of the friends in London, and what 
afterwards happened is noted by Whiston himself:-

" Soon after I had published my four volumes ha met me accidentally 
at Mr. Bateman's, the bookseller's shop in Paternoster-row. I asked 
him whether he was reading my volumes. He confessed he was not, 
and began to make some excuse why he was n?t bound to read the~. 
Upon this I spoke with great vehemence to him, that~ person_ of his 
learning and acquaintance with me, while I had published thmgs of 
such great consequence, would never be_ able to a_nswer his r~fusal to 
read them to God and his own conscience. This moved him. He 
bought my books immediately, and read them, and was convinced by 
them to become a Unitarian, or Eusebian, as I was." 
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A teacher who could thus readily surrender the positions which are 
dear to every converted soul could never have enjoyed stability in the 
faith; but while the personal desertion of Peirce would have been of 
little moment, had it began and ended with himself, his example and 
braggadocio disastrons~y ~nfluenced th~se who '!ere already wavering 
between trnth and A r1amsm. 'l'he Dissenters m the west, hitherto 
united, became two parties, and the violent aspect of the controvers_y in 
London was a scandal and a byword with high-church journalists. 
The dispnt.e virtually referred to the proper divinity of the Saviour. 
Bradbury, the political patriot, now became the leading champion 
of the evangelical party. He was abused and ridiculed in the 
controversial Billingsgate which nrnn like Barrington, and Simon 
Browne, the Old Jewry pastor, knew too well how to use; but Bradbury 
held his own and set about strengthening others in the faith. A lecture 
was established at Pinners' Hall, and a number of the discourses de
livered thereat were published. When challenged to lend his name and 
authority to the cause of truth, Watts unfortunately proved too vacil
lating for the occasion; and Bradbury's intense disappointment led him 
to utter expressions sharper than he wou Id otherwise have used. Watts 
was not an Achilles in controversy ; and however much we may desire 
to defend a favourite against the claims of Socinians, who reckon him as 
one of themselves, he certainly lacked that robust evangelism which 
fired the heart and soul of Bradbury. Watts was a polite man, an 
ornament of cnltnred society, and by the circumstances of his position, 
largely cut off from opportunities of sympathising with the poor. 
Indeed, there is ground for the suspicion, that the amiable chaplain of 
the Abneys was not such a Nonconformist as we could have wished him 
to have been, but in this respect as little in stature mentally as he was 
physically. 

What Bradbury endured and what he accomplished during these 
tnmnltnous disputes is reflected in his own words, quoted in "Congre
gational History." He says, "the thoughts of losing by this cause 
are the joy of my soul. I have borne a testimony to the glory of 
the Redeemer iu the liberties of His people, but I am now called 
to defend the dignity of his person. Whiggism, the principles of Dis
senters, the rights of my country, the privileges of human nature, I 
can say are dear to me ; but these are little to the divinity of a Saviour. 
I rejoice, therefore, that I am counted worthy to suffer shame for the 
name of Jesus.'' To depreciate the character of such a soldier of the 
cross, who fought the Lord's battles in a day when the enemy mustered 
in strength, is treason to truth and an outrage on common-sense. 

It is a relief to turn from the noise of controversy to the quiet career 
of a man like Doddridge, who represents to us some of the best features 
of the Old Dissent as well as many of its weakest points. While he was 
personally one of the meekest and most devoted of men, he contrived, 
as a tutor, to do more mischief by a pseudo-liberalism than others have 
done by determined opposition to revealed truth. Perhaps this disposition 
may in part be accounted for by the accidents of bis early life and edu
cation. At an early age he was bereft by death of a father's oversight; 
and though he knew the Scriptures from his youth, and joined in church 
fellowship at sixteen, it was his misfortune after leaving school to be 
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placed in the theological academy of J ohu Jennings, a man who had no 
definite religious views, but oscillated between Socinus and Baxter as 
the fit came upon him. When Doddridge joined the classeB in l 7El, 
the Dissenters were disturbed by the disputes originated by Peirce in the 
west of England, and Jennings may have been adversely influenced by 
the prevailing mania. A mind like that of Doddridge had nothin(J' to 
gain, and much to lose, by coming into contact with a professor of the 
school of Jennings who was the ancestor of a long line of Unitarians, 
whose writings have perverted many, and who with a hardy assurance 
-characteristic of "rational dissenters," have even claimed Doddridge 
himself as one of their leaders. The picture we have of a Kibworth 
session enables us to obtain at a glance the causes that contributed to 
the decline of the Nonconformist interest. The composition of moral 
bomilies, as sermon practice, constituted a main part of the work, which 
was occasionally relieved by the frivolities of amateur theatricals. About 
the only good Doddridge derived in such a seminary was when he was 
alone in his study; for then he was a close reader of the Scriptures and 
-of the best works in theology within his reach. 

In 1723 Dodd ridge, then j nst come of age, accepted the pastorate of 
Kibworth, and his labours there, remunerated at the rate of about two 
shillings a duy, represent a very pleasant passage of his life. He lodged 
at a farmhouse, where as a gentleman bachelor he could enjoy all the 
necessaries of life, and some of the luxuries, with the exception of tea, 
for a payment of ten pounds a year. The rural solitude and the lack of 
intellectual BOciety told upon his spirits, though he found some compen
sation in the healthiness of his surroundings, the companionship of 
animals, and in the society of Katherine Freeman, with whom, as the 
daughter of his host and hostess, the young pastor was weak enough to 
fall in love-his suit being a vain one on the score of poverty. Were a 
complete biography of Doddridge to be prepared the writer would take 
notice of the needless trouble the pastor contracted in consequence of 
loving the wrong person at the wrong time; and it may be feared the 
:!'esult was a suspension of usefulness. Katherine Freeman was for long 
.a source of unspeakable anxiety, a daily worry, a thorn in the flesh; it 
would have been worth both heri;elf and her paltry dowry never to have . 
seen her. As regarded herself and her friends not one of them had the 
sense to see that a good chance was being missed, and when she actulllly 
married, Katherine threw herself away on a worthlei!s fellow, who was 
probably as disappointed as herself. After these dangerous breakers 
were cleared and clear sailing water once again reached, it soon proved 
to be the deep ocean of affliction. Miss Jennings, the daughter of the 
tutor, a mere child in years when compared with her lover, was the 
next stone of stumbling; but she soon married another to become the 
mother of a line of Unitarian writers whose influence for evil still re
mains. These facts huve hitherto been either too trivial or too romantic 
for biographers to heed; and yet they 1u-e sufficiently significant to 
point a moral. At the right time Doddridge found a woman worthy of 
sharing his lot in life; and her virtues excelled those of the other two 
combined. His troubles arose from his unconsciously attempting to 
forestall Providence. 

In Doddridge the patriot, the scholar, and the earnest evangelist were 
3'1 
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c-ombined. During the fanatical outbreak of the papists and the invasion 
of the Young Pretender, in 17 45, he rendered valuable aid or advice to 
the government ; and his solicitude for England was only equalled by 
his desire to send the gospel to the heathen. As a tutor he was less 
successful; and l1is fame would have been none the less had he never 
under:taken_ duties for which ~e did not i~herit the requisite strength, 
and for wluch he was otherwise not qualified. According to a private 
letter by Job Orton, Doddridge erred "in saying kind things to and of 
almost everybody'"; he wearied his students with long expositions· had 
a discipline in theory which was never carried out in practice;' and 
while he could a?m_inister s~me severe reprimands_ to such as betrayed 
symptoms of Anamsm, he lumself, by a supposed hberalism,·which was 
no liberalism, too frequently prepared the way for doctrinal defection. 
Still the academy greatly degenerated after the good doctor's departure, 
as may be inferred from the confession of Priestley, who spent several 
sessions within its walls between 1752 and 1755. After remarking that 
the students "were about equally divided" on vital questions he con
tinues, "Our tutors were also of different opinions; Dr. Ashworth taking 
the orthodox side of every question, and Mr. Clark, the sub-tutor, that 
of heresy, though always with the greatest modesty." This was not the 
worst, however, for not satisfied with destroying what life remained in 
many a once promising church, the "rational" party in course of time 
set up their own academy at Warrington, where many of the students 
were not even commonly moral in t,heir everyday life. The most en
couraging thing about "rational dissent is, that it is too sensible for a 
common-place world like oars, and hence realises the impossibility of 
retaining a hold on the affections of the people.'' While blighting what
ever comes within the range of its influence, it has sown the seeds of 
death in numberless once flourishing churches. 

The Calamy fami7y wielded. considerable influence in the days of the 
Old Dissent. The Puritan rector of Aldermanbury aided the cause of 
the Restoration, and received a sorry return at the hand of the king; 
and the grandson of this sturdy confessor is kept in remembrance by his 
no~ little read "Account" of ejected ministers. This is the worthy 
who figures in nonconformist history as Dr. Calamy, his father having 
been the ejected minister of Moreton in Essex. While enjoying every 
educational advantage, the playground of his youth was the city of 
London. He went to school at the vestry of St. Alphage, sat among 
the catechumens in Dyers' Hall, remembered the execution of Alderman 
Cornish in 1681, and he could tell of the happy social gatherings which 
were wont to be held in his grandfather's parlour. When the youth 
ripened into Dr. Edmund Calamy he ~-a~ generally supp?se~ to_ be a 
master in Israel, and a referee whose opm10ns were authoritative 1f not 
decisive. While he was co-pastor with Matthew Sylvester at the im
portant station of Little Carter Lane the two received only £80 for an 
annual allowance between them, so that Goldsmith's " passing rich on 
forty pounds a year" was something more than a rhetorical flourish. 

It is not as a preacher of mark, however, that readers of to-day be
come interested in the life of Dr. Calamy. His sermons were probably 
more remarkable for a faultless respectability than for any moving 
power; but the service he rendered in defending nonconformity, and 
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especially the hononr of the Puritans, from the assanlts of interested 
enemies, can hardly be too warmly acknowledged. Calarny on the one 
side, and Walker on the other, were each the chief of a party which 
made determined efforts to have itself approved in the eyes of the 
world; and while Calamy made out a good case for the Dissenters in 
his ".Account," with its " Continuation," Walker did his best to draw 
forth sympathy for the established church by "The Sufferings of the 
Clergy." The two champions were worthily matched; but with the 
advantage on his side of a more even temper, the nonconformist wrote 
as a cool collector of facts which could not be denied, and as a calm 
demonstrator of opinions which could not be refuted. Calamy's state
ment was a sober collection of historical facts, well known to be sub
stantially correct ; but, assured that his work was a second " Book of 
Martyrs," Walker, the churchman, aspired to the honours of another 
Foxe, and made martyrs of all whom he described. With unsparing 
truthfulness Calamy laid bare his opponent's fallacies, and showed that 
the "suffering clergy" who had been exalted into heroes were, in many 
instances, offenders against common morality, or even profane mockers 
at sacred things. Having vanquished Walker, Calamy was able to turn 
his attention to other matters. In an age notorious for its Socinian. 
tendencies and general indifference he wrote in defence of the orthodox 
doctrines respecting the Trinity of the Godhead, and enjoyed the 
honour of presenting a copy to King George. The House of Brunswick 
was from the first exceedingly friendly to the nonconformists, and men 
like Calamy did much to stimulate the good feeling of the court. 

While Dr. Calamy was in his last days the Holy Club was holding its 
prayer-meetings at Oxford; but the pastor died before the great reli
gious awakening begun, which was inaugurated by the members of that 
famous coterie. It was well that the respectability which adorned 
Dissent with funereal trappings should pass away, and be succeeded by 
a religious life and missionary zeal, which sought the salvatfon of the 
masses. Had it not been for the revival under Whitefield and~ esley 
it is to be feared that the "rational" party would have brought the 
Dissenting churches to extinction. " Modern thought" is at ibis 
moment repeating the experiment, but God will in this case also vindi
cate his own cause. 

j11tak plainly;. 
A CORRESPONDENT writes, "We had an old servant, a pious 

woman, who had one morning heard a preacher of the intellectual 
school. We asked her, 'Well, Betsy, how did you like the minister?' 
Her answer was, 'I liked him pretty well till he got on to the mathematics; 
then I was done for.'" There were many others to whom that sermon 
was mathematics, for it certainly was not the plain man's pathway as it 
is set forth in the gospel. 0 that preachers would give us as little as 
possible of their mathematics, and as much as possible of Christ cruci
fied. It may be a grand thing to puzzle an audience, but it must be a 
far better thing to edify, to impress, and to comfort. Take a little more 
trouble and make your statements plainer, and everybody will be the 
better for it. 
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~u.cg aha alraut nat~ing~ 
THIS is a very silly business : stopping the lllough and wasting the time of 

a man and a boy and four horses to catch a mouse. The reader smiles at 
the picture, but we have often felt ready to cry when we have seen the thing 
done in real life. 

A number of Christian gentlemen on a committee, with business to do for 
the Lord which concerns thousands of souls, will wrangle over a point of order, 
or a matter of detail of the most minute importance, delaying great movements 
upon a subject not worth so much as one poor mouse. A whole denomination 
of Christians will debate and dispute over merely personal differences which 
only in the sme.llest degree a.ffect the grand enterprise in which heaven and 
earth are concerned. A body of Christians will split into pieces over a petty 
quarrel, a personal feud, or an infinitesimal point of opinion, while all around 
them the JIWISllS are perishing for want of the gospel. Thus a miserable little 
mouse, which no cat would ever hunt after, takes them off from their Lord's 
work. Good men will spend months of time and heaps of money in inventing 
and publishing mere speculations, while the great field of the world lies un
ploughed and the hemlock of vice is running to seed all over it. In other 
matters a little common sense is e.llowed to rule, hut in the weightiest matters 
foolishness is sadly conspicuous. 0 that love to God and a concern for the 
salvation of men would lead good men to use their brains and their hearts, and 
leave little things alone while eternal matters call for their attention. 

Reader, as for you and me, let us kill a mouse when it nibbles our bread, 
but let us not spend our lives over it. Let us give our chief attention to the 
chief things, the glory of God, the winning of souls for Jesus, and our own 
growth in grace. There are fools enough in the world, and there can be no 
need that Christian men should swell the number. 
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What is Truth ., As it is manife.,ted by 
considering the Crea/or, Creation, 
Revelation, and Man. By J. CoUTTS. 
London: Pitman. 

WE do not see how the author answers 
the question of the title. After trying 
in vain to read and underst1md this limp, 
yellow-covered emanation, we give it up 
in despair, and say," How we wish writers 
would have mercy upon readers, and 
at least put their nonsense in language 
that can be understood." Some styles 
of writing could fairly be described 
as "pea-soup" styles-cloudy, thick, 
muddy; but for ourselves we prefer 
clear, honest, downright Saxon. 

Anecdotes of the Rev. George White-
field, M.A., with a Biographical 
Sketch. By the Rev. J.B. Wakeley. 
Hodder and Stoughton. 

Anecdotes of the Wesleys: illustrative of 
their Character and Personal History. 
Same Author and Publishers. 

THERE is no end to the interest which 
attaches to such a man as George White
field. Even the trifles of his life are 
precious, as it is written, "his leo.f also 
shall not wither." Often as we ho.ve 
read his life, we are conscious of distinct 
quickening whenever we turn to it. He 
lived. Other men seem to be half alive, 
but Whitefield was all life, fire, wing, 
force. The stories of this book are 
twice-told tales to us, and yet in looking 
them over we have heard the trumpet
peal, and felt the strong desire to rush 
into the battle. Our model, if we m11y 
have such a thing in due subordina
tion to our Lord, is George Whitefield, 
but with unequal footsteps must we 
follow in his glorious path. 

The companion volume by the same 
publishers is upon John Wesley, and it 
is by no means second in interest. What 
e. miracle of consecrated industry WI\S 

this man ! He not only kept a diary 
but a horary. We have seen this little 
book, and it shows that he put down 
something for every hour, and never lost 
a· minute. He did not live by the day, 
but by the quarter of au hour. In the 
mere matter of time he lived twice as 
much 11s most men, and, though he had 

the gout, no man ever did so much as 
he did in the same space of time. A 
quotation from The North Briti.,h Re
view well sets forth the different excel
lencies of the two great men :-

" Whitefield was a summer cloud, 
which burst at morning or noon in fra
grant exhilaration over an ample tract, 
and took the rest of the day to gather 
up again. Wesley was the polished 
conduit in the midst of the garden, 
through which the living water glided 
in pearly brightness and perennial music, 
the same vivid stream from day to clay. 
Whitefield was like the powder-blast in 
the quarry, and would by one explosive 
sermon shake a rlistrict, and detach ma
terials for other men's work. Wesley
deft, neat, and painstaking-loved to 
split and trim each fragment into uniform 
plinths and polished stones. Whitefield 
had no patience for ecclesiastical polity, 
no adaptation for pastoral details. With 
a beaver-like propensity for building, 
Wesley was always constructing so
cieties, and, with king-like craft of ruling, 
was most at home when presiding over 
a class or a conference." 

Jnhn Pearce, the Colportenr; or, What 
shall we read.? By the author of 
"Miss Grey's Text,'' '' After the 
Holidays," etc. Elliot Stock. 

OuR beloved brother, Frederick Jones, 
now of Cross Street, Islington, was mar
ried for o. few weeks oniy to the dear 
lady who wrote this life of John Pearce, 
and then to his perpetual regret the 
gentle spirit took flight for heaven. 
Mr. Jones had laboured with great 
energy for the Tabernacle Colportage 
Society, and this had naturally excited 
a deep interest in the mind of his be
trothed, and to aid the good work she 
wrote this story. After her lamented 
death it is published, and we trust it 
will meet with such a reception that 
she, being dead, may yet speak fo,~ 
many. "John Pearce, the colporteur, 
is both gracious and interesting. It is 
well written, and deserves to be popular. 
Mrs. Spurgeon, who has read it with 
great pleasure, ho.s given as her. ve_r
dict-'' yo1t cmmot say too much m its 
praise.'' 
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Tho11~lit Rios.mm.~, gathc1·ed at Rich
mo~1d. By J. HuKT CooKE. Elliot 
Stock. 

REAL poetry ! A rare thing to find 
much of that nrticle nmon~ the rhymes 
which come to us in bewildering pro
fusion. But this little, limp, thin affair 
is not of the common order after all. 
"\'Ve groaned as we picked it up
" Poetry again," or did we say Poor try. 
Howe,er, we groan no longer, for we 
have been rewarded for our pains by 
findin~ nmid the ore far more numerous 
traces' of precious metal than we are 
wont to discover. Mr. Cooke does not 
rivnl Cowper or Young, but he sings 
Tery sweetly, and strikes out many living 
thoughts. Here are ,oices from among 
the trees. well rendered into the lan
guage of mortals. 

TIIE YOICES OF THE WIKD. 
"Diversities of gifts, but the suue Spirit." 

1 Cor. xii. 4. 

1 lay in a grove one noonday clear, 
And listened the language of trees to hear. 
The selfsame wind that gave them speech 
A different message spoke through ea.eh. 
The elm that towered in majestic height, 
Told of a rushing llllSeen might. 
The willow that stood the river by 
Said "life was sad," with a long-drn.wn sigh. 
The poplar, whose head so high was reared, 
Shrieked with alarm, for he danger feared. 
The birch, w(th whispering long and low, 
Hinted at mystery none might know. 
The oak upreared a noble form, 
Jlut solemnly spoke of the power of storm. 
The beech clapt together it.s thousand hands 
And seemed to rejoice in the wind's com-

mands. 
The firs in deep low thunder tones 
Declared that the breeze ea.me laden with 

moans. 
The linden in whispers seemed to tell 
Though life wa.s mystery all was well. 
To ea.eh the wind had revealed the same, 
But from each a different utterance came. 
So doea a rumour to men appear-
To some it brings joy, to others fear. 
Some, dark spots on the sun will find ; 
Some, that each cloud is silver lined. 
Thu,; the Spirit of God, in various ways, 
By men declares his glorious praise. 
In each some di verse gift we see, 
And learn a lesson of charity. 
For harmony only beautifies, 
When different sounds together rise. 

The " I will'' Bi,-thday Text and Year 
Rook. Compiled by Mrs. E. II. 
R1cHES. W. Mack. 

ONE of the best of the Ilirthdn.v Text 
Books, for it is not n. mere )umble 
of texts, but the arrangement shows 
thought, judgment, n.nd r~search. Many 
a sermon and address will grow out of 
these " I wills'' for the day, and we 
trust that many a holy thought will be 
enkindled thereby in the sinner's bosom. 
May many say," I will arise and go unto 
my0Father," and hear that Father say, 
"I will receive him graciously, and love 
him freely." 

Ilow the Lady-Help taught Girls to cook 
and he useful. By Mrs. WAR.REN. 
Houlston and Son. Price ls. 

FROM our domestic department comes 
the verdict, "Very good." If we could 
multiply Mrs. ·warren, in fact, have a 
warren of ,varrens, what a blessing it 
would be. Cleanliness is next to godli
ness, and cookery is next to cleanliness. 
How many times a man is made to sin 
by seeing good meat spoiled, and ex
cellent food served up in a dirty, sick
ening manner. Surely it was a grievous 
temptation to wrath when a hungry 
traveller ordered chops at an inn within 
a hundred miLes of London, and had 
thsm served up swimming in greasy, 
watery gravy-fried! He had been 
hop:ng to have them fresh from a clear 
fire,-but he was assured that they did 
not cook chops in that way in this part 
of the country. It is time that mission
ariea should be sent into such a be
nighted region. Half the food that 
is eaten in England is spoiled before it 
comes to table. Working men's wives, 
many of them, need to learn to cook; 
and to teach them this science would 
go far towards making their homes com
fortable and their husbands sober. It 
is a pity that the animal, man, should be 
so much governed by his food, but it is 
so, and therefore those who would keep 
a man good tempered, especially an 
Englishman, should know how to cook 
his victuals for him. There is more 
religion in making home comfortable 
and cooking food properly than in all 
the millinery and horticulture of High
church ceremonials. 

Mrs. Warren's book is a valuable 
help to housewives. 
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Memo1·ials of tlte Rev. Charles liolfe, 
B.A. By the Rev. EDWARD Wn,
IoNsoN, B.A., Rector of Sn11rg11te, 
Kent. Nisbet and Co. 

Tms is the memorial of II man of God. 
There are no stirring events, interesting 
travels, or public controversies, 1111 is 
calm and quiet in the village life of the 
rector of Shadoxhurst. Mr. Rolfe was 
an Episcopal minister in a retired village 
of Kent, and he belonged to the small 
but intense company who within the 
Anglican pale hold to Calvinistic doc
trine in its severest form. The portrait 
is interesting as showing what manner 
:of man the grace of God produces under 
that special line of doctrine : even those 
who do not sympathize in the peculiari
ties of the good man's views may yet 
like to see bow like the life of God in 
·one man is to the same vital principle in 
another. A labouring man described 
Mr. Rolfe as "living in heaven, and 
coming down to earth to take his meals.'' 
Arminianism in any form wns bis ab
horrence, and Ritualism his detestation. 
.Mr. Wilkinson quotes the opinion of a 
Scotch maid as to a High Church ser
vice-" It is varry bonnie, but awfu' 
wicked on the Sabbath," and Mr. Rolfe 
would have thoroughly agreed with her, 
as also do we. His parish was small 
and obscure, and his range of acquaint
ance contracted; but within his own 
circle Mr. Rolfe's influence was very 
powerful, for he was a holy man, and an 
unction rested on his words and life. 
Truth to tell, he was a Dissenter within 
the Church, though he would not have 
owned the title. He was a Particular 
Baptist who had lost his way, and stum
bled into a rectory. Notwithstanding 
his classical learning, he had the habits, 
and the modes of thought and speech 
of the free-grace brotherhood, and we 
like him all the better for it. He was a 
lover of all who loved the doctrines of 
grace, nor was he altogether bounded in 
his Christian fellowship by strict Cal
vinistic orthodoxy, for he rejoiced in 
Jimmy Lee, a local preacher among the 
W esleyans, because he saw in him true 
spirituality of life. Brethren of Mr. 
Rolfe's order are ve1·y scarce nowadays; 
but wherever they are found they have 
a great bold upon the godly around 
them. 'l'he type is too narrow, but it 

is built for strength, and strength is 
needed now. A few hundred Hyper
Calvinists in the Church of England, 
whatever they might be deficient in, 
would, at least, make short work of its 
Popery, and call the people back to 
the essence of Protestantism. vVe de
voutly wish the experiment could be 
tried. 

Mr. Wilkimon has made bis book as 
much a plea for predestination as a 
memoir of Mr. Rolfe, and we doubt 
not this would have been 1-Ir. Rolfe's 
own wish could he have directed the 
matter. 

Plodding On; or, the Jog-trot to Fame 
and Fortune. By I-IE:-!RY CcRwE~. 

Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. 

THE kind of book which is calculated 
to excite laudable ambition in youth: 
the biographies are fair instances of the 
success of plodding, and, as such, are of 
more practical use to the average young 
man than narratives which detail the 
victories of genius. Peabody, Kitto, 
Chambers, Knight, and Hugh Miller we 
all know, Abraham Lincoln, also, is no 
stranger; but, probably, Romney, '\Vat
son, and Brassey are names unfamiliar 
to the bulk of readers. These were all 
plodders, and all succeeded in life, 
though they did not all attai_n to fortune, 
in the sense of wealth. ,v orking men 
will here see how they may climb if they 
will. If the quart pot and an unwise 
marriage do not chain them to the lowest 
round of the ladder, they may mount if 
they will banish self-indulgence, and 
put forth their energies. 

By the way, it would be a gross error 
if it were imagined that men of genius 
do not work. To our mind, genius gene
rally means that a man bas a tendency 
and an aptitude for double toil in a 
certain direction, and hence he prospers 
in it. A genius for hard work is the 
only genius we believe in. We oi::ice 
knew a fellow who was called a gemus, 
and boasted that he could make his for
tune in a year: the last time we heard 
of him be could not make a personal 
call to borrow five shillings because his 
uncle detained bis coat and waistcoat. 
,v e shall not advertise for him if we 
never hear of him again. 
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The Child's Rym11al. Edited by Rev. 
CHARLES ROGERS, LL.D. 8. ,v. 
Partridge and Co. 

HYMJSS for infancy nnd youth. Here 
nre most of our old favourites, and some 
new ones of equal sweetness. The 

Ox Frida!! l'1'e11i 11r,, A 11g11st 29, the annu1tl ' 
meeting of the workers connected with 
GREEJS WALK l\'[ Iss10x, Bermondsey, wns 
held in the Tabernacle Lecture-hall. We 
hope next month to insert an article on 
this work, and therefore for the present we 
simply say th&t all goes well with the 
regiment under the leadership of our deRr 
friend, Mr. Willam Olney, jun., and that 
we wish them every blessing upon their 
loving labours. Few churches have for 
their whole array such a valiant host as 
this which works the Green Walk Mission, 
and yet this is only one detachment of the 
Tabernacle army. The Lord be praised! 
People must work for Jesus to be strong 
in the faith, e.nd joyful in the Lord, as 
these brethren are. 

On Friday eveni11g, Septrmber 12, the 
annnal meeting ofMrss InMEY's MoTHERs' 
llIEETIJSG was held in the College Lecture
hall. Through the kindness of the es
teemed sister who supports Miss Ivimey, 
and enables her to carry on this excellent 
work, two hundred poor m•thers were 
entertained at tea, and we had the pleasure 
of providing for one hundred more of our 
Tabernacle neighbours. After tea we had 
a lively meeting, and am.id the lifting up 
of the infant ,oices-music sweet to mo
ther6' hearts-we gave our guests the best 
advice we could. Having to leave to 
attend a second meeting, we left the chair 
to Mr. Charlesworth, who is more at home 
am.id the blue-eyed cherubs. What with 
kind speeches and sweet singing the even
ing was filled up in a manner which will, 
we hope, be fraught with permanent 
blessing to many who were present. To 
get working people together, and prove , 
our hearty sympathy with them, is a work 
of which the churches must do more and 
more. London and other great cities will 
drift into absolute heathenism unless the 
churcl: seeks out the indifferent and ga
thers in the poor. We must bring the 
people to ourselves if we would bring them 
to Jesus. \Ve cannot save them by keep· 
ing them at arm's length. 

At the ~a111e time, the annual meeting of 
Ml.i. PE1,KI!:<S 0

S BrnLE Cuss was held in 

binding is pretty, and the book is alto
gether such as will please nnd profit 
any young Samuel or Mary into whose 
hand it mny come. Partridge's books 
bavc a peculiar sweetness nud beauty 
nbout them. They occupy the front 
rank of excellence. 

the Tabernacle Lecture-hall. On his ar
ri vnl from the other meeting the Pastor 
presided, and delivered an address on the 
necessary qualifications of soul-winners, 
if they are to be successful. These he 
summed up under seven heads: holi
ness of character, spiritual life, deep hu-
mility, living fe.ith, thorough earnestness, 
simplicity of aim, and complete surrender 
to the direction of the Lord. Several 
of the young brethren gave addresses, 
and in the name of the class Mr. Perkins 
presented to the Pastor £14 for the College, 
which was gratefully accepted with the 
remark, that as the class supplied several 
of the students it was appropriate that it 
should help in supporting them-thus 
:finding both men and means. Young men 
in London who are at liberty on Sunday 
afternoons will do well to connect them
selves with this or one of the other Bible-
classes which meet at the Tabernacle, or 
elsewhere. It is well for all young people, 
away from home, in large towns, to form 
holy, helpful associations for themselves, by 
joining with such bands of Christian people. 
W~ mllllt all have some society, and this 
sort of society is a. blessed preservative fro~ 
the many temptations of the world, and 1s 
often a means of comfort in times of trial. 
When young people come to London their 
parents should direct them to some minis
ter or Bible-class leader, and at the same 
time write to these goad people to request 
them to look after their sons. Ma.ny would 
thus be saved from the evil influClnces of 
London life. 

On Wednesday evening, Septembe,· 17, 
our dear friend, Pastor F. H. White, de-· 
lighted a large audience at the Tabernac~e 
by delivering his lecture on "Sermons m 
Trees." It was a pleasure to us to ~ake 
the chair, and to listen to the gracious
words in which the lecturer explained the 
spiritual lessons from the natural objects re
presented by his beautiful dissolving view:e. 
If ministers give lectures let them be 1n 
the same line as their sermons. God's 
servants have no right to become mere en
tertainers of the public. pouring out a 
number of stale jokes and idle t11,les-
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without a practical point. We o.re dis
tres8ed at tho entertainments now allowed 
in connection with places of worship, 
and nided, abetted, and assisted in by 
ministers. When the Lord comes to purge 
his temple, the scourge of Bmflll cords will 
be grently needed in some places that we 
)mow of. To make religious teaching 
interesting is one thing, but to make silly 
mirth, without aim or [purpose is qu.ite 
another. 

Those who wish for truly spiritual, grn
cious, profitable lectures should engage 
Mr. White. His lantern illustrations are 
in the best sty le of art. 

COLLEGE.-Lecture h?J Jolin B. Go11gli. 
We would call immediate attention to 
the lecture which is to be given in the 
Tabernacle on F,·iday evening, Oct. 3, 
on "Eloquence and Orators," by the elo
quent orator, John B. Gough. This es
teemed brother, after spending an evening 
at our house, most generously offered to 
give a lecture in aid of any one of our 
institutions, and as the College expendi
ture is specially heavy just now, we have 
most gladly accepted his kind offer on 
behalf of that work. Seldom have we had 
a greater joy than in making the acquaint
ance of John Gough. He is a deeply ex
perienced man of God, and our communion 
with him was exceedingly sweet. We are 
greatly enriched by having won his heart 
as he has won ours. God speed him as a 
temperance man, for with him true reli
gion leads the van. 

Since our last notice Mr. W. F. Harris 
has settled as pastor of the church at 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire; and Mr. R. W. 
Ayres has returned to his mission work at 
Matching Tye, Essex. Mr. VI'. J. Tom
kins has removed from Barking, Essex, to 
Ridgmount, Beds; and Mr. T. E. Rawlings 
from "\Vellington-road, Stoke Newington, 
to Boxmoor, Herta. 

On Monda?J evening, Sept. 15, we had an 
unusually large number of friends at the 
Tabernacle prayer-meeting. Many were, 
no doubt, attracted by the announcement 
that three of our brethren would be pre
sent to say farewell before they left us for 
the foreign mission field. These brethren 
are Mr. R. Maplesden, who has now sailed 
for Madras, to become pastor of the 
English Baptist church there; Mr. Jno. 
Stubbs (late pastor at Eythorne) who will 
be leaving this month to take charge of 
the church in Allahabad; and Mr. D. 
Lyall (late pnstor at Odiham) who is about 
to sail for the C11meroons, Africa. Each 
of the missionaries gave a short address. 
Mr. Sampson, of Folkestone, spoke a few 

kind words, but most of the time wa,e spem.t 
in prayer, and real prayer it was, too, each 
pleader seeming to lay hold of the Angel 
of the Covenant, determined not to let him 
go until a blessing wa.s received. 

Before these lines reach our readers we 
shall have had another triple farewell, for 
on Monday, Sept. 20, we expect to say 
"Good-bye" to our aon Thomas, and the 
two ministers who are going with him to 
Australia, Mr. R. McCulloch, from the 
College, and Mr. J. S. Harrison, who left 
the College a few months ago and settled 
at Blackburn. )Ir. Gibson, a generous 
Christian gentleman of Tasmania, pays 
the passil.ge of these two brethren that 
they may labour in that island. It is a 
severe trial thus to be separated from a 
loving and beloved son, but the will of the 
Lord be done. We commend our son again 
to the loving care of those Au~tralian 
friends who so generously received him on 
his first visit. He will need rest, but after 
a while, we trust, he will resume his preach
ing, go through the Australian colonies, 
visit New Zealand, and then settle down 
somewhere in the southern world. Such 
is the programme which our imagination 
has mapped out, but how little we know of 
the future! His parents surrender him 
to the Lord's work abroad, hoping one 
day again to see him in the flesh, and 
firmly believing that he will do good ser
vice for the Lord in the colonies. Beloved 
by the church at the Tabernacle and by 
all at home, we fondly hoped that our son 
would have had a useful c~reer in 
England; but infinite wisdom cannot err. 

We have received the good news of the 
safe arrival in New Zealand of our es
teemed student, lUr. H. Wood. He had 
a splendid voyage, which seems to have 
materially benefited his health. Though 
very ill at first he was able to pre<J.ch on 
the third Sabbath, and from that time con
ducted II service on board every Lord's-day 
until he landed, and the word was blessed 
to the conversion of at least one of the 
passengers. As soon as he reached Auck:
la.nd he received an invitation to preach at 
Willoughby Street, The.mes, with a view 
to the pastorate, and we hope by this time 
he is hard at work in his new sphere. 
Thus does the Lord call forth our young 
brethren to a.II parts of the world, and 
our heart is glad, because we know that 
wherever they go they will preach Christ 
crucified. 

Ourcolouredfriends, Messrs. J ohnsone.nd 
Richardson, report that they are labouring 
on in Africa, "teaching and building," 
but they are rather unsettled on account of 
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threats of war from neighbouring tribes, 
who seem jealous because the missionaries 
settled at Bakundu. 'While writing, we 
are informed that Mrs. Johnson has died 
of fc>,er. We trust the news will not be 
confirmed, but our heart aches for our 
brother at the very idea of such a crushing 
blow. They were a happy pair, and the 
sur,i,or will keenly feel the separation. 

l\1r. 1S. Papengouth, of Xaples, writes: 
" '\Y c are going on steadily in spite of all 
the difficulties that arise from the igno
rance, superstition, and corruption of the 
people. "" e are now seriously thinking 
about starting night and day schools-the 
young are the hope of Italy." He reports 
the arri.al of his brother, Alexander, at 
Jia;i1ti., and says of him: "He seems to 
be in good spirits, and humbly trusts in 
God's help." May the Baptist Mission find 
in Alexander a ,aluable missionary! 

From Rio de Janci1·0 Mr. J.M. G. dos 
Santos sends us an account of the mischief 
wrought by the Plymouth Brethren in the 
church gathered by the disinterested la
bours of Dr. K.alley. How sad that in 
the presence of Romanists Christian men 
should overthrow a goocil. work by their 
unpractical peculiarities! 0 that their 
grace were but equal to their knowledge! 
As they cannot agree among themselves 
we cannot wonder that they agree with 
nobody else. 

M.r. Hamilton writes to tell us that he 
is back again at Cape Torm, after a fine, 
quick ,oye.ge, and sweet season of rest. 
He had a most hearty reception, and found 
that during his absence the work had been 
well maintained by Mr. Batts, about 
twenty persons having Joined the church 
while he was in England. He hopes to 
begin building his new chapel at once. 

Mr. Batts sends us word that his health 
has improved, and that he expects shortly 
to go to Port Elizabeth to relieve Mr. 
Stokes, who is returning to EnghLnd for a 
time in order to gain fresh strength for 
his work in Africa. 

J. A. SPCRGEON.-A card has reached 
us from our brother in New York, stating 
that he has arrived safely. He has arranged 
to meet all our Canada men in Toronto on 
September 26. All our brethren in Canada 
s"f:m to be doing well and enjoying the 
divine blessing. 

Ev ANGELISTS,-Messrs. Smith and Ful
lerton have been at Burnley, Lancashire, 
during the greater part of the past month. 
The sf:rvices have been very largely at
tf:nded from the commencement. Our 
brethrf:n estimated that 2Q,OOO people were 
reached during the first week. ID. one of 

Mr. Smith's letters he snys-"\Ve are 
touching just the clnss we enter for, the 
rough men who go nowhere. '\Ve hnve 
nightly in our meetings the men who 
twelve months ngo were rioting on strike 
and they give us no trouble, but sit a~ 
still as Mr. lliurrell's coalies." On two of 
the Sunday Afternoons, when the meetings 
were especially for men, one of Spurgeon's 
sermons was gi,·en to each person through 
the kindness of our friend and deacon, Mr. 
Murrell. .As the time for closing the ser
vices drew near the evnngelists were en
treated to remain long·er, nnd this they have 
consented to do. It is too early to calcu
lnte the spiritual results, but we anticipate 
that Burnley will retain the remembrance 
of our brethren's visit for many a day to 
come. A local paper says-" 'l'hroughout 
the week large crowds have filled the 
Mechanics' Hall every evening, many hav
ing been unable to obtain admission. On 
Wednesday evening the crowd was so 
great that an overflow meeting had again 
to be arranged in Salem School-room, and 
the earnest spirit of the people was very 
apparent, for whether addressed by the 
evangelists themselves, or as in the case of 
tbe overflow meeting, by local ministers, 
the same evident interest and attention 
were shown. Besides this, a noon prayer 
meeting has been held in the Mechanics' 
Hall every day, and considering the time 
and object of the gathering, it has been re
markably well attended-increasing as the 
days go on. All the meetings are ot a most 
interesting and useful character. A cheer
ful spirit always prevails, but this is never 
allowed to degenerate into mere trifling, 
and indeed there is often a deep solemnity 
in the midst of some earnest appeal from 
the preacher or some touching song from 
the singer." 

This month, from the 5th to the 19th, 
the evangelists are to visit Stajfo1·d, and in 
November they will once more hold special 
services in the Tabernacle. 

JJfr. Bumltam, our other evangelist, has 
been, for the past three or four weeks, in 
Kent, amongst the hop-pickers. The wet 
weather has caused the picking operations 
to be later and lighter than usual, and 
consequently the evangelists have at 
present had fewer opportunities of reaching 
the people who are usually found in t.he 
hop-gardens at this time of the year. Still, 
from his head-quarters at Goudhurst, Mr. 
Burnham, accompanied by Mr, Kendon, 
the pastor of the church in that villa~e, 
and Mr. Kipling, of the London <?1ty 
Mission, has made several holy raids mto 
the surrounding districts, 11nd we trust 
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that in this way some of the devil's slaves 
will be converted into good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. 

For the prosent month Mr. Burnhe.m's 
engagements are as follows :-October 6 to 
12, Chepstow; 13 to 19, Leamington; 20 
to 26, Marlcyate Street; 27 to Nov. 2, 
Bedford. 

ORPIIANAGE.-The friends and support
ilrB of the Stockwell Orphanage will re
joice with us that another of "our boys " 
is studying with a view to the Christian 
ministry. This will be number three. 
The letter conveying the good news says, 
"His name is T. H. Williams. He left the 
Orphe.nage about seven years ago, and has 
just proved a successful c,mdidate for ad
mission to the Baptist College, Haverford
west. He stood third amongst the eleven 
-who passed the examination." 

The following letter -will answer the 
.double purpose of proving the benefit of 
the Boys' Orphanage, and the need for a. 
similar institution for Girls:-

" August 21, 1879. 
"Rev. Sir,-Permit me once more to 

-offer my very sincere thanks for the great 
-0are and kindness bestowed on my son 
Alfred at your Orphanage. I feel I cannot 
be too the.nkful, nor spee.k too highly of 
the interest taken in my boy. I do not 
know whe.t I should he.ve done but for the 
care and kindness which provided for him 
in your happy home. The greatest com
fort to my mind is that their spiritual 
welfare is so much thought of, for if 
there is one thing more than another that 
I claim for my children it is that they 
may be good and useful in the world and in 
the church. I do believe that only the day of 
judgment will reveal the good done by 
your Orphanage alone. I 01ily wish I had 
.such a home Jo,· one of rny little gii·ls. I 
was left with six, one of whom was born 
a week after my husband's death. I 
buried the eldest le.at year, and have still 
three depending entirely on my own exer
tions. Some months last year my rooms 
were unoccupied, which will take me a 
long time to recover, but the Lord will 
provide, my trust is in him. 

"Pardon me, sir, for a.gain troubling 
you with my poor thanks, and may God 
,spare you, and make you a still greater 
blessing in every department of your 
Christian work, is the earnest prayer and 
wish of, yours very respectfully, 

"Rev. C. H. Spurgeon." "--." 
Our quarterly collectors' meeting being 

held on October 1, we must post1;1one an 
account of the proceedings until next 
month. But we hope on that day to take 

full possession of the ground intervening 
between the Hawthorns and the Orphan
age, and thus the square piece of land 
will be in our possession for perfecting 
the institution. 

GmL~' ORPHA:-.AGE.-We are glad to be 
informed that our ever-faithfol friends, 
Messrs. Wills and Packham, Sittingbourne, 
have decided to follow the good example 
of Messrs. Smeed, Dean, and Co., and pre
sent e. freight of bricks for the Girls' 
Orphanage. We heartily thank Messrs. 
Smeed and Dean ; may they prosper! 

Mr. G. E. Arnold, the pastor of Conduit
road Church, Plumstead, also promises 
us £25 worth of timber if we can use it in 
the new buildings, or if not, he will find 
another way of helping us. Friends who 
give us the option of using their gifts in 
this manner render us a ,louble service, 
and we are all the more.grateful to them. 

CoLPORTAGE.-The secretary (M:r. W . 
Corden Jones) writes Sept. 12 :-" It is 
with great regret that the Committee have 
been compelled to suspend operations in 
seven out of the ten districts occupied 
around Birmingham, but they trust that a 
revival of trade in that district will en
courage local friends to subscribe the 
required amount of £40 a year for each 
man to resume operations. It is a pity 
that such a good work should be crip
pled in that locality. Last year the ten 
colporteurs stationed in the suburbs of 
Birmingham sold 31,253 publications to 
the value of £550 17s. 3d., visited 172,63i 
families, and conducted 137 services, be
sides visiting 493 sick and dying persons 
in out-of-the-way places. We are quite 
prepared to resume work in as many dis
tricts as will guarantee £40 a year. During 
the last month applications have been re
ceived for the appointment of colporteurs 
in Andover and Kettering, while inquiries 
of a hopeful nature have been received 
from others. A good work is progressing 
in many of the districts in the con version 
of souls. A copy of the Annual Report 
will be sent to any address on receipt of a 
postage stamp." 

We have made many earnest appeals as 
to this Colportage work, which seems to 
us to be one of the most important depart
ments of Christian service; but we have 
not succeeded in convincing many, or, at 
least, in leading them to give their aid. 
,v e must, therefore, we fear, abandon one 
sphere after another, and lessen the num
ber of labourers. This will cost us many 
a pang, but it cannot be helped. ,v e can 
only use the amount entrusted to us, and 
when this is diminished we certainly shall 
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not spend money in pressing advertise
ments, but shall take it 11.8 a sign that we 
must slacken s11.il. The responsibility of 
this will not, however, rest with us, but 
with those who come not up to the help of 
the Lord ag11.inst the mighty. It is a p11.inful 
subject, 11.nd we care not to enlarge. The 
Lord is good, 11.nd whether his stewards 11.re 
f&ithful or not, he 11.bides for ever true to 
those who trust in him, 

PERSOXAL NorEs.-We reJ01ce to hear 
th11.t our sermon on "The Divine Call for 
Mi.5sionaries" (Ko. 135 l ), has been the 
means of leading another younp; man, 
beside the one mentioned in our " Notes " 
for June, to consecra1 e himself to the work 
of foreign missions. Mr. Broomhall, of the 
China Inland lliission, sends us the follow
ing extract from the papers of an accepted 
candid11.te :-" What is your motive for 
wishing to become a missionary?" "The 
glory of God in the salvation of the 
heathen." "What has led you to think 
of doing so?" "A sermon by Mr. Spur
geon on ' The Divine Call for Mis
sionaries.' ,:, 

One of the bandsmen of the 73d Regi
ment writes from India to say that he re
ceives our sermon every week by post, and 
that on a Sunday evening the soldiers will 
read•• Spurgeon's Sermons" when they 
will read nothing else of a religious cha
racter. He states that after a sermon hll-'! 
gone the round of fifty or sixty men. it is 
returned to him all black and fringed 
through the wear and teu. 

Dr. Carson, of Coleraine. says concern
ing the sermons-" In my professional 
calling l have had abundant opportunity 
of knowing the good they do. Space 
would not allow me to dwell on this point, 
but I mention the instance of one of my 
own servants several years since. When 
he was waiting for me every day at the 
hospital gate I observed that he sat down 
on the step of the carriage and began to 
read. I asked him what he was reading 
and he said it was a tract his mistress 
gave him, and that it was the nicest thing 
fie ever read, as he could understand every 
word of it, and he wished that every 
minister would preach like that. I looked 
nt it and found it was one of Spurgeon's 
sermons." 

Mr. Wilhelm Haupt, missionary to the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Auxiliary to the Ger
man Baptist Mission, in his last quarterly 
report, writes as follows :-" My own son, 
Willy, now seventeen years of age, came 
from Barmen, where he is at school, to 
spend his Easter holidays with us. 
SLortly Lefore, I had received some of 

Mr. Rpnrgeon's !ermons from Dr. B., 
amongst which was one entitled ' The 
Reven 8nee7.es ' (No. 1461 ), from the text 
2 l(ings iv. :ir,, 'And the child sneezed 
seven times.' Having read this sermon 
and believing that it wa1 well suited to hi~ 
case, I asked my boy to translate it into 
German for me. Dnring the work of 
translation I could plainly see that what 
I had hoped was taking place, the Lord 
w11s touching his heart and showing him 
his position. When he had finished the 
trnnslation I asked him whether he too 

, felt any signs of life, and he o.cknow
ledged he desired from his whole heart to 
become a Christio.n. He has not yet full 
assnrance of faith, but the Lord has 
begun his work of grace, and I have every 
reason to believe he will complete it. I 
am very grateful for the gift of these splen
did sermons, from which I ho.ve derived 
much blessing." 

A Scotch friend, in sending us a contri
bntion for one of our works, explains that 
it is a thankofl'ering for the enjoyment and 
profit derived by him and his late wife 
from reading our sermons. He tells us 
that he is so deaf that he cannot hear his 
own minister's voice in the service of the 
sanctuary, and his wife was too ill to go to 
charch for two years before she died, so
they were both very grateful to get every 
Saturday the sermon, which supplied them 
with spiritual food for the Lord's-dah 
The writer further says, " Since my wife'ii 
death I have, after reading your sermon, 
given it to a friend, whose wife is also in·· 
very weak health, and has not been able 
to go to church for nearly two year~. 
They enjoy the sermon very much, and 
after reading it pass it on to a neighbour, 
who also enjoys it. I think you might take 
occa.eion to drop the hint that each 1•eade1· 
•migltt seek 01tt some invalid pe1·son who is 
not able to go to church, and make a 
present of tlte sermon instead of. allo~ing 
it to lie idle on the shelf. The stck fnend 
above mentioned was visited by the late
Re.v. James Robertson a few days before 
hia decease. She told him that her own 
minister called to see her so seldom that 
she might now say that she had no church 
connection; but she greatly enjoyed the 
reading of Mr. Spurgeon's sermons. '0~, 
thon,' replied Mr. Robertson, 'you will 
just consider you are one of Mr. Spur• 
geon's people.'" . . 

One of our church-members, m thankmg 
us for our recent sermon on Psalm !vii. 4, 
" My soul is among lions,'' writes : " Y ~u 
may be sure when I had the beerhouse in 

-- that my soul was among lions. 1'."ou 
may not remember that your preaching 
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was the mc!lne of my closing that house 
on the Somday in spite of great opposition, 
persecution, and personal loss. I itept it 
closed on the Sund"y with one exception, 
when the devil tempted me to open it, but 
Christ g!lincd the victory, and enabled me 
to close ever afterwards on the Sunday. I 
closed on the same Sunday as you opened 
the Taberno.cle. If every minister could 
be the meo.ns of closing one public house 
on the Sunday the victory would be won. 
The sermon on Zechari11,h xiv. 20 (' A Peal 
of Bells,' No. 399) decided me to join the 
church." 

A brother Baptist minister, in sending 
us a contribution for the Girls' Orphanage, 
says, •· During nearly twenty years' minis
try I have been often helped and encou
raged by your sermons, which I regularly 
read and lend to others. J\Iay the Lord 
long spare you to his church!" 

We were amused when we were in
formed of a notice that recently appeared 
in a shop window in Newcastle. Under-

neath 11, lithographic likene~r, or what pro
fessed to be such, wae the announcement, 
"SPuna&oN REDUCED TO SrxPENCE." The 
kind friend who sent us the intelligence 
expressed the hope that we were not quite 
so poor ne the notice implied. 

Thie lends ue to remark that we shall be 
compelled to leave England in Novem
ber and December to escape the fogs. At 
this time, or a little later, we have been ill 
for several successive years, and we are 
advised to go away before the illness 
comes, in the hope of getting strength to 
go through the rest of the winter. This 
we mean to do. Our only difficulty is that 
during our absence funds fall off, and 
therefore it would be a very great relief if 
the stores were well replenished before we 
went from home. This would make our 
holiday doubly restful. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle :
August 28th, fifteen ; September 4th, 
twenty-three. 

fast.ors' ~allegtt ~tiragalihttt ialltrmtdt. 
Statement of Receipts from August 20tli to September 19th, 1879. 

r..ev. Thomas I{ing... . .. 
A Friend in Scotland, per Mr. ii,: 

Thomson ... 
.S. S. Absolum 
l\Ir. John D11tc 
From Stirling ... 
l\Ir. nnd Mrs. Penny 
Mr. G. Green ye,· 
Mr. John Hector 
Mrs. R. Taylor 
lllr. W. J. Lay 
Mr. J. Pcntclow 
S. S. Absolum . . . .. . 
Mr. D. lCnowles, Willenh11ll 
Mr. Ch1u-Ies Davies 
::llr. J. D. Link ... . ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Smith 

£ e. d, 
lJ u u A Scotch Friend, per Mr. Logan 

Rev. R. J. Bceelitt: ... 
Rev. H. A. and Mrs. Fletcher 
Mr. Perkins' Bible Class ... 
Rev. J. A. Brown ... 
llfr. A. A. Stephens ... 
11 A :Friend in Scotland 1

' ••• •.• • •• 

Collection nt Claphn.m Common Dapti.st 
Chapel, per Rev. R. Webb ... ... 

Readers of" The Christian," per Messrs. 
Morgan and Scott 

Mrs. A. J. Skinner... ... •.. . .. 
Weekly Olfe1ings a.t Met. Tab., Aug. 2~ 

,, " ,. ,, ,, 31 
Sept. , 

H 

£ s. d. 
50 0 O 

0 10 0 
0 5 u 

H O 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 

25 O 

0 0 

0 0 
0 6 

42 0 0 
4, 13 6 
32 10 u 
~o o 3 

Mrs. Raybould .. . .. . ... .. . 
l'art of Collection ot Bootle, per Pastor 

I 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
l O O 
4 0 0 
0 5 0 
3 0 0 
2 10 0 
0 10 0 
I O 0 
0 3 0 
1 I 0 
1 O 0 
5 5 0 

10 0 0 
3 0 0 £Jll 8 10 

Z. T. Dowen 3 

jt.ackfutll ®rg{rnuagt. 
Stateinmt nf Rlloeipt, {1·011, A1tg1ut 20tli to Septe11iber 19th, 1879. 

J. B.C. . .. 
Messrs. 0astler and 

Olney, Esq. ... 
Per }'rank Nfce :-

£ s. d. 
1 0 0 

P~ii:ner, • per ,,; : 
5 5 0 

su;.~~tail~l~~~ on -~t D~'.: 
Profits from Still! & Weigh

ing Mnchine a.t Salford's 
Sundlly-sohool Trc1Lt ... 

0 

0 10 9 

A Friend at Grantham, per Rev. G. D. 
Bowler ... ... ... ... • .. 

0 18 G 

l O o 

Miss Nellie 1''ostcr, Wymondley .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Agnes Duynes .. . 
'Ihe late S. J. Schliiu:i, Esq., per Mr. 

J osei;>h Benson ••• . . . . .. 
Sandmch, per Bo.nkers, Aug. 1 .. . 
Ditto ,, Sept. I .. . 
Miss Fitzgerald 
Ml"s. Friston ... 
"A Scotch .Friend,, 
llir. S. A. Smith ... ... .. 
Collected by Miss Pattie Bomford 
Strawberry money ... 

£ e. <I. 
0 u i; 
0 6 3 

10 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 12 9 

20 0 0 
I O O 
3 0 0 
0 5 0 
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Collrrtc-d by Mr, Thoa, Skeoch ... 
Jllr. ,1. Gremhill .. . 
Annh' .r. AndPrE1on .. . 
~Jr~. Bn.tmer ... 
:'\Ir. Jno. Sn.g-e ... • .. 
Chnthum-rond ~.unday--school 
Nr. (1. E. A111.old ... . .. 
1'[r. Jn,. Gordon •.• 
P. G. 11 .. n ~rrmon rc-ader 
)I r. C'has. Clnrk 
)fr. B0,1ttY ... 
:Mr. ~~- nrlns .. . 
31. X. '\\- .. llrrbi,e .. . 
)lrs. II. llodwell . .. ... 
l~ox on Countc1·, S('llind~C" 
Mr. un<l. ~It~. Penny ..• 
Mr~. H .. 1 olm~on ... 
ll i~s },~:1 nn ,. ,T ohnson 
)lr. f'amm~ck ... 
)Ir. ""111 .• l. Frnncis. 
Mr. GC"o.rg-c GrN'n\l'.lr 
'\\-. II. H.. por Wni. D. . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Diaper ... 
'\\-. S. ... ... ... . .. 
N. . 
Mr. Jo~. Leeson .. . 
Mr. Wu1. ThomlLS .. . 
l\lr. C'ha:-:.. Danes 
llrs.. De Karnn~h 
Executors of latC Mrs. Emma Green ... 
Sunda I School, Long Preston, Leeds ... 
Mrs. Clelnnd ... 
Mr. E. Millnrd, 'Vienna 
Mr. G. S. Stowe 
Mrs. R. Taylor .. . 
Mr. W. Johnson .. . 
Mr. W. J. Lay .. . 
Mr. Charles Sear-le._ 
Miss Fanny Searle... . .. 
Re,. H. A. and Mrs. FletcheI 

£ •· d. 
I li 2 
0 10 0 
0 10 O 
l O O 
l O 0 
0 10 O 
5 0 0 
2 6 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 O 
0 4 O 
2 2 0 
l O O 
1 U 0 
U 12 0 
4 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 U 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 6 
~ 0 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 O 
l O 0 
O 5 0 

19 19 O 
0 7 6 
0 • 0 
l 1 0 

Mr. G. Halcrow ... 
By sale of S. 0. Tracts 
Mr. W. J. Taylor 
Mrs. M. Dri~ht 
Mrs. Ellwood 
G. C., Edinburgh 
Mr. M. Edwards ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss Mnry D1wics ... 
Part of ou1· Family Thank-offering 
Mr. W. Cruiclcshank ... ... ... 

Colle,·ted by Mrs. James Withors :
A "n11al S11bscriptiot1&: 
Mr. W. ,J. Palmer... 3 O O 
Mr. A. Richardson... 1 0 O 
Mr. Joseph Long l O O 
Q,u,,.tcrly: 
hrr. Ha.niss ... 
Mrs. Dlacl,man 
Hnn-iett Cooper 
J llDlOS Withers 

A Yorkshireman 
Rev. A. H. Collins::: 
C. D'Athe 
Mr. A. Darby· 
Mrs. Stevens 

0 10 O 
0 I l 
0 1 1 
0 6 0 

Miss H. Fells 
Renders of" 'l'hc Chrisuu;;u pc;Mcss1:~: 

Morgan nnd Scott ... .. . ... 
Collected by Mrs. Gurratt 
Mrs. Frank Dodwell ... 

Per Mr. Chnrlesworth :-
Part Collection at Dalston Junction 

Baptist Church, after service by Mr. 
Charlesworth ... ... ... .. . 

Dr. Sutton, Sittingbourne 

Annual Subsc,·iption: 
Mr. F. C. Southwell, Granthum 

0~ "· d. 
2 0 

0 7 O 
0 5 O 
0 IU o 
I l O 
0 1 3 
0 2 6 
l 3 6 
0 11 o 
0 2 ll 

5 17 2 
0 2 ~ 
l 0 0 
0 2 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

7 14 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

9 9 4 
0 10 0 

0 10 

Mrs. l\Iary Ewart .. . 

.. 10 0 0 
2 10 O 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 
0 S 0 
l 3 o 
l O 0 

£189 6 5-
Mr. J. Pentelow .. . 

List of I'rrscrits, per Mr. Cl1arlesworth :-PBonswss.-1 Cask of Biscuits, Mr. c: Butler; 240 Eggs, 
Miss Janet Ward. 

CLOTHii<G, &c.-One Vest, Mr. G. Sheppard; four Shirts, six Collars, and four Pocket-handke1-
chicfs, Miss Prain; fifty Flannel Shirts, the Misses Dransfield; a parcel of Clothing, Mrs. Berry. 

GF.?-,EB.AL :-One dozen Books on Swimming, Mr. J. D. Cox; small parcel for Dazaar, Anon; one 
Antim..'lC...'lS"iar, Miss Cook; small parcel for Bazaar. :Mr. Barns; a Writing Desk _o.nd Papeterie, Mr. 
G. lL Phillips; a Carved Walking Stick inlaid with Ivory, Mr. Peter Smith. 

Collected by Orphan Boys.-Aldis, H. O., 5s.; Anderson, J. R., £1 2s 9d; Atterbury, G. C., £1 ls; 
Bov.,:cll, E.,4s 6c; lilnntach, W. H., ls 6d; Baldwin, J., £1; Buttfield, G. H., 6s 2d; Bignell, A., 12s • 
Biss, H., IOs 9d; Burnett, H., 10s 2d; Bailey, G. T., £1 12s; Brind, H., 11s; Da.x:ter, H. E., £1; 
bales, Henry, 12s Bd; Bell, S. T., 6s 2d; Burchett, T. C., £4 10s; Barrett, G., 3s lid; Bush, R., 
£1; llal,er, F. T., 16s; Brock, H., 12s Id; Buckingham, W., 6s 4d; Bell, H. W., 6s 6d; Bentley, 
E. E., !Os 2d; Bce.ble, A. W., ls 9d; Burt, A. J., la; Bates, W., 7s 3d; Conquest, H., 8s 3d; 
Campbell, H. R., !Os; Croll, J., 10s lOd; Capel, K H., 2s; Crook, J. H. W., £1 2s 9d; Clark, 
H. ll .. as; Church, F. W., £1; Coman, J., 13s 6d; Coxhead. H., 6s 3d; Clark, W. R., 9s; Corpe, 
F. H .. • £1 IOs; Cornwall, J. T., £1; Cox, H. G., £1; Cooper, C. A., 9s 7d; Childs, D. W., 3s 6d, 
Clladwfr:k, J. E., £1 4s Od; Davies, W., £1; De.an, G. E., 4s Id.; Dean, A., 15s i Davison, Arthur, 
-;~ 1;d; D-!ane, \Valter, 7s 8d; Dann, A.., £1; Deacon, G. H., 5s; Eimonds, C., lls 2d; Ellett, R. J., 
2s 9d: Ellis, H., 3s 8d; Edwards, C., 4s 4d; Fairchild, F. W., 6s 7d; Fulton, H., 12s i.. Foulsham, W. T.; 
lfJs; F1;;,hboum~, 2ti 6d; Fin.eh, H., 9s; Frost, A. J., 2s 6d; Fitch, W. J., 13s 9d; .11·oster, G., l ls 6d; 
Fletcher, c., 6s; Fox, H., 8s; Forbes, P., £1; Foster, A., 14:s f-id; Goodman, W. H., 4s; Glasher, G., 
5"; Go<ldard

1 
H., ls 5d; Goodwin, J.E., 3s 3d; Goodger, H. G., 3s; Gardiner, S. J., 5s; Grinter, T., 

£J ; Gardiner, A. J., lls 8d; Gallehawk, J., 2s 5d; Gladwin, W. J!'., 6s 9d; Groves, H. 8., 4s 2d; 
GrJJcling, H., £1; Gregory, E., 2s ~d; Gree_n, Chas .. 2s.; Gosling, E. J., 2s. 6d; Ha.dden~ H., 5s Gd; 
Hards, H. E., bs; H.a.rns, \V., tJs ,d; Hew1.tt, W., 7s; Hopper, G., £1; Hearle, L., 9s 8d; Hart, R. E., 
bs 9d i Hicks, A., ls 2d; Hutt, W., .£1 ls ~d; Hart, L. S., 14s; Hunt, G,, Us; Hart, R, A. 1 4s ld; 
Howard, JoL.n 106; Head,J. S., £1 lOs; Hitch, 'f., £1; Herrman, J.E., 8s4d; Hobbs, \V. C., 8s; 
B.u~L<.=i A. G.,' 14s Id; Heaye~, C.; 6s; Hallet~, C., 2s 3d; HarriFJ, wµuam, 4s: Jones, Oho.s., 4e 7d; 
KniLb, C., 5s 6d; Kitchen, T., 16s 3d; Klllg, H. W., lls 6d; King, G. H., 6s; Legge, 8. J., 
5, 6d; Lewis E. J., is c;d; Lake, J, W., ls 9d; Leck, J<'. J., £1; Lanabury, Frnnk. 
3,; Lightfodt, A., £1 ;_ Larki..t:, E., £1; Leggo, A., £1 ~• 4d ; Mitchell, R. J., 2s . 6d; 
ML•Lcr, W. J., £1; Mills, J. A., 2s 8d; Madigan, W., £1; Marley, _w_. J., 2s; Minty! 
A. E., 4,; Morgan, H., lid; MorgaJl J. A., 3s; Manktelow, R., 5s; MncWilhams, F. W., 5s. Od, 
llonun, V. L.; 3s. 2d; Moss, H.J., 9s; .Messenger, J., £~; Martindale, W., £1 2s 9d; Norkett, W. J., 
J.)::. hd; "!\icLolls, H., 12s 9d; Nea.rn, J. H., tJs; Neville, H.!-! lls; Neal, W. ~-, 12s 3d; Owen! 
A., 2s; Uii,·er, T .. IOs; Perry, Frank, .Sl; Pavey, 8,, 5s; l'h1lbps, D., 2s id; Pitt, Frank, £1 Ids• 
l'earce, 'l'bomns, 7s ; pgole, A., 2s. 6d; Pa.rker, F., 7s tid; l'~ckha.m, V., 8s; Pc~rcy, G., Os 3 • 
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Park, T., ls 4d; Phillips{ H. A., Ge Gd; Petti for, W., tr.s td; Poole, Thoma,, £1 ; Pearce, J., .1, nd; 
Powrll! A., Us; llichnn fl, 0., £1; RC'ncl, }'. W., 5s 8cl ; H.eddn\J, C .. J., 3s I0<l; Ruffhend. 3" 8d; 
Rnmel, Jnmcs, •h1 Cid; Rigby,~•. W., Be Grl; Reo!', John, £1; ltlch11rds, W. H., '}1'4j Sayers, H., ls 7d; 
Shilling, lsnnc1 12s 3d; Simmonds, 0., £1 2s; Smith,. 0. 0., 7.~; Smith, H. F., f;d; Snell, T E., 4s; 
Scammcn, A. '1., lls; 8immoncls, F, 10s; Smith, A., 5s; Smith, A. J., ,is 3d; Stnnlcy, G., 3,,; Snow, 
,v. J., Is; Stroucl, W., 2e; Smith, F., £1; Schult;r,. A .. 5s; Sorrell, F. S., £1; Swan, H. R., 13s ~d; 
'l'crry, S. W .. 5s; Thorncwcll, 1". 'l'., :£1 lR; Taylor, D., 6s 8d; Thompson, E. J., l.~ 6d; Tnrncr, ,J. R., 
Gs 6d; Thomas, N., 7ft.; TompklnR, 8., 2s 8d; Tilly, T., 15s i T'J.ler, G., 7s. 6d; Towell, C., 10:1 8d; 
'11opley, W., 13s 2d; Vnllcr, W., Aa; \Vnlters, II., 3s; Wcntherby, ., 6s; Webb C., 10~ Gd; Withcrffon, 
JI. R, £1; Wnnstnl1, J. J., 14s; Webster, G., 6s 9d; White, C., 13s 2d; Whitehead, W., £1; Wilshire,. 
O. J., £1; Wright, John, £1; Wnrd, 8. nnd C., 3s 6cl; Weston, W., 6R; Wilson. J., 8o;; Ward, II., 
IOR 9cl; \V11cltrcll, II. R., 13s; Wigg:ns, H., £1; Will~, M., £1 0s 9d; White, S., 5s; Whiter, H. W.,. 
7s; ,vhitclocl[, ll. J., :Js Ocl; Willis, \V., 4s ficl; Wills, C. W., 15s; Willi~, '\V. C., 2s 6d; Wilkes, A. H., 
':Is :Jcl; Young, .J. F., 12B; Ilrccns, \V. H., 6s ld; Atkins, R., £2; Scott, F. R., ls 6d; Varclill, -,. 
Os Gd.-'fotal. £110 !Ss Id. 

"Old lloys' '' Oollecting Cards, Sept. 6, 18i9.-Abbcy, J., £1; Apted, F. G., 5s; :Brewer, A. J., .Jc;.;. 
Belclinf?, P., Gs Ocl; llroa<lbriclgc, W., £1 2s; Cri~p, 'l'., 17s 3d; Conquest, W., 5s; Cockerton, T., 5s; 
Coles, G., £1 3s Bd; Ellis, G., !is; Ellis, H., 8s 8d; Fleming, G., 5s 6d; Furby, A., l6<i; Gla:-:.8b')row,. 
F., 10s.6d.; Hodge,J.,£1; Ja.cobs,A. E., £110s; Ladd~, W. '1,., £2; .:W:a.ynarcl,J., .£.! 5sl0cl; ~Ice, 
M., £l Os 6d; Rogers, \V. E., £2 J3s 6rl.; Sewell. W., £1; Smith, H.,£:! :3s 6d i 8immond'>, J. I-1.,. 
£1 8s 2d: Tanner, T. S., !Os; Whcelor, W., 15s; White, A. J., 15s.-Total, £25 6s ;cl. 

~irfa' ®rpganagt. 
Statement of Receipts f,·om A11gust 20tk to Septembe1· 19t11, 18i9. 

John F., Nottingham, per Rev. W. 
Corden Jones ... . .. 

M. 0.0. ... ... ... 
Stamps from Great Horton .. . .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Briden, Stevenage ... 
Collected by Miss G. Marchant, Hitchin 
Collected by Miss Comfort, Hitchin 
W. Barber ... ... ... ... 
A Friend, per Rev. Thomas J{ing 
Collected by Mr. W. Rose 
Collected by Misa Fa.mariss 
Two Servants ... 

r;~ J n"::t:s0!'rt th~ .. si'ord ;,;d th~ 
Trowel'' ... ... ... ... 

Mrs. Eliza. Wicks (second donation) 
Eli,abeth Thomas .. . ... .. . 
A.B. ... . .. 
Mrs. Junes ... . .. 
Mr. John A, Hart ... 
A Friend, A. Z. 
"Edith" ... 
Miss E. Alcock ... 
Stamps from Aylsham 
Mr. G. H. Hcall .. . 
Mrs. Jane Brockie ... ... . .. 
Given to Mr. Spurgeon, Aug. 24. 
Mr. E. Davidson ... ... . .. 
Ear1ings sold 
E.H.... ... ... . .. 
Messrs. R. n.nd G. Armstrong 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewing ... 
Mr. Alexander Bnnnntync 
N. B.... ... .., ... 
Charlotte Williams 
Mr. A. H. Seard ... ... . .. 
A few l~riends, per Mrs. Stokell 
Miss G. McAulay ... ... .. . 
Miss Susan Green... .,. .. . 
Mr. Henry Suter ... ... . .. 
A few Friends, per Miss J. Cheyney 
Mr. William Lomo.,: 
E,Wllllis 
Miss Sare! ... ... 
J. D.S., Kilmarnock 
lllr, Donald Mnclcnn 
A.S. W .... 
Mrs. Tevcrslrnm 
Miss Tolcy ... 
lllrs. S. Cozens 
Ellen Luhee .. , 

£ s. d. 

0 2 6 
10 0 0 

0 10 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
I 0 0 
0 2 6 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 7 6 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 

0 7 0 
0 5 0 
I 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 18 0 
1 8 0 
5 0 0 
0 5 0 

25 0 0 
0 3 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
O 6 0 
0 2 6 
2 0 0 

20 0 0 
0 2 0 
I) 9 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 0 
2 2 0 

Mr. J. Hassan 
A Friend 
A.H ... . 
T.D ... . 
Mrs. Bent ... ... ... . .. 
A constant Reader of the Sermons 
Mrs. A. G. Riches ... 
Stamps from Croydon 
A real Baptist ... 
Mrs. Hurrell 
llfr. W. J. Lay 
11 Gratitude" 
Miss E. L. Hanis 
Mr. J. Pentelow 
Rev. W. T. :Float 
H. Twner ... ... ... ... . .. 
Executors of the late Mrs. Emma Green 
Fl·om an old mnid . . . . . . . .. 
An aged Member of the Church ... 
A deaf Sermon Reader 
Mr. W. Lethercn .. . 
C. B. A. ... .. . 
Mr. L. C. Bingley .. . 
Mr. G. E. Arnold ... ... ... 
J nne Keay nnd Four little Friends 
llrs. Ellen Johnson ... ... 
Miss S. Guilford ... 
A Sailor Fish .. . . .. 
Mr. G. Darrett and Friends 
Collectecl by Mrs. S. Cozens 
From nn a.n:s:ious soul 
Mr. W. Cruickshank 

~\!~hnn':li~~~:s 'o'n. Bo',;rd H
0

• M. s: 
u Ales.l\nd.n1. " 

G. C.... .. . 
J. (monthly) .. . 
Miss H. !'ells 
M1'S. Steyens ... 
Mrs. M. Lawrence... .. ..• • •• 
Uenders of H The Christian," per Mcs~rs. 

Morgnn nnd Scott ... 
Fer .ll!r. Chol'lesworth :

Orphon Boys' C1mls, as per 
List... ... 110 18 1 

:£ s. d. 
I 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 ; u 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 
0 0 0 
0 10 () 

0 5 0 
0 5 II 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
I 0 0 
u 5 0 
0 2 0 

19 19 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 lO 0 
I l 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 u 
0 10 0 
2 16 10 
I 0 u 
0 13 9 
0 17 I). 

0 0 6 
0 2 6 
5 0 0 

I 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
l 0 0 
0 10 0 

H I 0 

Old Boys' ditto 25 G 7 
136 4 8 

£313 3 0 
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~.al;arlagt . ~ssathdiau. 
Stntl'f11e11t of R'1eeipts ft'Om A,1g,ut 20tk to September 16th, 18i0. 

S.,bsr,·iptions nud Donalion.s for Districfs :-

North Wilts District 
Tiptn,c> ditto . . . . . . .. . . .. 
lronbrid!"' 1tnd Conlbrook Dnlc ditto ... 

£ "· d. 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
7 10 0 

.S1tbsct·iptio11 to Capital .Accormt. £ s. d. 

Accrin!'ton District:-
.Aldennnu Lightfoot, J.P. 

(Muyor) ... ... . .. 
Aldenmm Howarth 
Vl'm. Hmrarth, E..sq. 
R. CroAAlcy ~ E..;,q. . .. 
<'-0uncillor Smith ... 
,vm. Smith. Esq. 
'S. Bury. E--<}.. . .. 
Ilcv. C'harlC's \\-ill.iams 
- :llorecr, E<q., J.P. 
,\111.. 1Iet.calf. £8.q. 
Jnrues KL•n·. E~. 
RcY. S. r. . .-\.ntlilf 
Dr. Cli-tyton ... 
Dr. J. l:looth 
Mrs. Holebouse 
.J. Jameson. E..sq .... 
-COuncillor Lc,e 
W. Munsh, Esq. . 
.J. Ducndom, l,;.<q .... 
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THE 

SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

NOVEMBER, 1879. 

m'.gat hs it fo fuitt a j ,01d ? 
A COLLEGE LECTURE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

D 
PURPOSE, if God shall enable me, to give you a short 

course of lectnres under the general bead of " THE SorL 
WINNER." Soul-winning is the chief business of the 
Christian minister, indeed, it should be the main pursuit 
of every true believer. We should each say with Simon 

Peter, "I go fishing," and with Paul our aim should be, "If by any 
means I may save some.'' 

We shall commence our discourses upon this subject by considering 
the question-" What 1·s it to win a soul?" 

This may be instructively answered by describing what it is not. We 
do not regard it to be soul-winning to steal members out of churches 
already established, and train them to utter our peculiar shibboleth : 
we aim rather at bringing souls to Christ than at making converts to 
our synagogue. There are sheep·stealers abroad concerning whom I 
will say nothing except that they are not " brethren," or, at least, do 
not act in a brotherly fashion. To their own Master they must stand 
or fall. We count it utter meanness to build up our own house with 
the ruins of our neighbours' mansions; we infinitely prefer to quarry for 
ourselves. I hope we all sympathise in the large-hearted spirit of Dr. 
Chalmers, who, when it was said that such and such an effort would 
not be beneficial to the special interests of the Free Church of Scotla~d, 
although it might promote the general religion of the land, said, 
"What is the Free Church compared with the Christian good of the 
people of Scotland?" What, indeed, is any church, or what ~re all t?e 
churches put together as mere organizations if ~hey st~nd rn ~onflict 
with the moral and spiritual advantage of the nation, or 1f they impede 
the kingdom of Christ? It is because God blesses men through the 
churches that we desire to see them prosper, and not merely for the 
sake of the churches themselves. There is such a thing as selfishness 



50! WHAT IS IT TO WIN A SOUL? 

in our eagerness for the ae:e:randisement of our own party, nnd from 
this e'l'il spirit may grace deliver us. The increase of the kingdom is 
more to be desired thnn the growth of a clan. We would do a great 
deal to make a Pmdobaptist brother into a Baptist, for we value our 
Lord's ordinances; we would labour earnestly to raise a believer in sal
'l'ation by free will into a believer in salvation by grace, for we long to 
see all religious teaching built upon the solid rock of truth aud not 
upon the sand of imagination; but at the same time our grand object 
is not the revision of opinions but the regeneration of natures. We 
would bring men to Chri,st, and not to our own peculiar views of 
Christianity. Oar first care must be that the sheep should be gathered 
to the great Shepherd; there will be time enough afterwards to secure 
them for our -various folds. To make proselytes is a suitable labour 
for Pharisees; to beget men nnto God is the honourable aim of ministers 
of Christ. 

In the next place, we do not consider soul-winning to be accomplished 
by hurriedly inscribing more names upon our church roll, in order to 
show a good increase at the end of the year. This is easily done, and 
there are brethren who nse great pains, not to say arts, to effect it, but 
if it be regarded as the Alpha and Omega of a minister's efforts the 
resnlt will be deplorable. By all means let us bring true converts into 
the chnrch, for it is a part of our work to teach them to observe all 
things whatsoever Christ has commanded them, but still this is to be 
done to disciples, and not to mere professors ; and if care be not used 
we may do more harm than good at this point. To introduce uncon
verted persons to the church is to weaken and degrade it, and therefore 
an apparent gain may be a real loss. I am not among those who 
dPcry statistics, nor do I consider that they are productive of all manner 
of evil; for they may do much good if they are accurate, and if a man 
use them lawfully. It is a good thing for men to see the nakedness of 
the land through statistics of decrease, that they may be driven on their 
knees before the Lord to seek prosperity; and, on the other hand, it is by 
no means an evil thing for workers to be encouraged by having some ac
count of results set before them. I should be very sorry if the practice of 
adding up, and deducting, and giving in the net result were to be aban
doned, for it must be right to know our numerical condition. It has been 
noticed that those who object to the process are often brethren whose 
unsatisfactory reports shonld somewhat hnmiliate them : this s not 
always so, but it is suspiciously frequent. I heard of the report of a 
church the other day in which the minister, who was well known to 
ha\-e redu~ed his congregation to nothing, somewhat cleverly wrote, "Our 
church is looking up.'' When he was questioned with regard to this 
statement, he replied, "Everybody knows that the church is on its 
back, and it cannot do anything else but look up." When churches 
are looking up in that way their pastors generally say that statistics are 
very delusive things, and that you cannot tabulate the work of t~e 
Spirit, and calculate the prosperity of a church by figures. The fa.et 1s, 
you can reekon very correctly if the figures are honest, and if all cir
cumstanees are taken into consideration: if there is no increase you 
may caleulate with considerable accuracy that there is not much being 
done, and if there is a clear decrease among a growing population you 
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m~y. reckon thnt the prayers of the people end the preaching- of the 
mm1ster ore not of the most powerful kind. Bat, still, all hnrry to get 
members into the church is most mischievous, both to the church and 
to the supposed converts. I remember very well several young men, 
who were of good moral character and religiouAly hopeful, but instead 
of searching their hearts, and aiming at their real conversion, the 
pnstor never j!'ave them any rest till he had persuaded them to make a 
profession. He thought that they would be under more bonds to holy 
things if they professed religion, and he felt quite ~afe in pressing them, 
for "they were so hopeful." He imagined that to discourage them by 
vigilant examination might drive them away, and so to secure them he 
made them hypocrites. Those young men are at the present time much 
further off from the church of God than they would have been if they had 
been affronted by being kept in their proper places, and warned that they 
were not converted to God. It is a serious injury to a person to receive 
him into the number of the faithful unless there is good reason to 
believe that he is really regenerate. I am sure it is Ro, for I speak 
after careful observation. Some of the most glaring sinners known to 
me were once members of a church, and were, as I believe, led to make 
a profession by undue pressure, well meant but ill-judged. Do not, 
therefore, consider that soul-winning is or can be secured by the mul
tiplication of baptisms, and the swelling of the size of your church. 
What mean these despatches from the battle field ? " Last night 
fourteen souls were under conviction, fifteen were justified, aud eight 
received fall 8anctification." I am weary of this public bragging, 
this counting of nnhatched chickens, this exhibition of doubtful spoils. 
Lay aside rnch numberings of the people, such idle pretence of cer
tifying in half a minute that which will need the testing of a life
time. Hope for the best, but in your highest excitements be reason
able. Enquiry-ro<•ms are all very well, but if they lead to idle boastings 
they will grieve the Holy Spirit and work abounding evil. 

Nor is it, dear friends, soul-winning merely to create excitement. 
Excitement will accompany every great movement. We might justly 
question whether the movement was earnest and powerful if it was quite 
as serene as a drawing-room Bible-reading. You cannot very well blast 
great rocks without the sound of explosions, nor fight a battle and keep 
eTerybody as quiet as a mouse. On a dry day a carriage is not moving 
much along the road unless there is some noise and dust; friction and 
stir are the natural result of force in motion. So when the Spirit of 
God is abroad, and men's minds are stirred, there must and will be 
certain visible signs of the movement, although these must never be 
confounded with the movement itself. If people imagined that to make a 
dust is the object aimed at by the rolling of a carriage, they can take_ a 
broom and very soon raise as much dust as fifty coaches, but t~ey will 
be committing a nui8ance rather than conferring a benefit. Exc_itement 
is as incidental as the dost, but it is not for one moment to be aimed at. 
When the woman swept her house she did it to find her money and not 
for the sake of raising a cloud. . 

Do not aim at sensation and "effect.." Flowing tears and streammg 
eyes, sobs and outcries, and crowded after-meetings an~ all kiu~s of c~n
fusions muy occur, and moy be borne with as concomitauts of genume 
feeling, but pray do not plan their production. 
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It very often happens that the converts that are born in excitement 
die when the excitement iR over. They are like certain imsects which 
are the prodnct of an exceedingly warm day, and die when the sun goes 
down. Certain converts live like salamanders, in the fire, bnt they expire 
at a reasonable temperatnre. I delight not in the religion which needs 
or creates a hot head. Give me the godliness which flourishes upon 
Calvary rather than upon Vesavins. The utmost zeal for Christ is con
sistent with common sense and reason ; raving, ranting, and fanaticism 
are prodncts of another zeal which is not according to knowledge. We 
would prepare men for the chamber of communion and not for the 
padded room at Bedlam. No one is more sorry than I that such a 
cantion as this should be needful; but in the presence of certain wild 
revivalists, I cannot say less, and might say a great deal more. 

What is the real winning of a soul for God ? So far as this is done 
by instrnmentality, what are the processes by which a sonl is led to 
God and to salvation? I take it that one of its main operations con
sists in instructing a man that he may know the truth of God. Instrnc
ti on by the gospel is the commencement of all real work upon men's 
minds. " Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with yon alway, even unto the end of the world." Teaching 
begins the work and crowns it too. 

The gospel, according to Isaiah is, "Incline yonr ear, and come unto 
me: hear, and yonr soul shall live." It is onrs, then, to give men 
somethiRg worth their hearing; in fact, to instruct them. We are sent 
to evangelize, or to preach the gospel to every creature, and that is not 
done unless we teach them the great truthii of revelation. The gospel 
is good news. To listen to some preachers you would imagine that the 
gospel was a pinch of sacred snuff" to make them wake up, or a bottle 
of ardent spirits to excite their brains. It is nothing of the kind; 
it is news, there is information in it, there is instruction in it con
cerning matters which men need to know, and statements in it calcu
lated to bless those who hear it. It is not a magical inc,mtation, or a 
charm, whose force consists in a collection of sonnds ; it is a revelation 
of facts and truths which require knowledge and belief. The gospel is 
a reasonable system, and it appeals to men's nnderstandin!{; it is a 
matter for thought and consideration, and it appeals to the conscience 
and the reflecting powers. Hence, if we do not teach men something, 
we may shout, " Believe! Believe! Believe!" bnt wb.at are they to 
believe ? Each exhortation requires a corresponding instruction, or. it 
will mean nothing. "Escape!" From what ? This requires for its 
answer the doctrine of the punishment of sin. "Fly!" But whither ? 
Then must yon preach Christ and his wounds, yea, and the clear doc
trine of atonement or sacrifice. "Repent!" Of what ? Here rou 
must answer such qnestions as, What is sin? What is the evil of ~m.? 
What are the conseq aences of sin? "Be conver/,ed ! " But what 1s it 
to be converted? By what power can we be converted? What from? 
What to ? The field of instruction is wide if men are to be made to 
know the truth which saves. " That the soul be without knowledge, it 
is not good," and it is ours as the Lord's instroments to make men 
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so to know the truth that they may believe it, and feel its power. We 
are not to try and eave men in the dark, but in the power of the Holy 
Ghost we are to turn them from darkness to light. 

And, do not believe, dear friends, that when you go into revival 
meetings, or special evangelistic services, yon are to leave out the doc
trines of the gospel; for then you ought to proclaim the doctrines of 
grace rather more than less. Teach gospel doctrines clearly, affection
ately, simply, and plainly, and especially those truths which have a 
present and practical bearing upon man's condition and God's grace. 
Some enthusiasts would seem to have imbibed the notion that a3 soon 
as a minister addresses the unconverted he should deliberately contra.
diet his usual doctrinal discourses, because it is supposed that there 
will be no conversions if he preaches the whole counsel of God. It 
just comes to this, brethren,-it is supposed that we are to conceal 
truth, and utter a half falsehood in order to save souls. We are to 
speak the truth to God's people because they will not hear anything 
else, but we are to wheedle sinners into faith by exaggerating one part 
of truth and hiding the rest until a more convenient season. This is 
a strange theory, and yet many endorse it. According to them, we may 
preach the redemption of a chosen number to God's people, but uni
versal redemption must be our doctrine when we speak with the outside 
world: we are to tell believers that salvation is all of grace, but sinners 
are to be spoken with as if they were to save themselves: we are to in
form Ch1·istians that God the Holy Spirit alone can convert, but when 
we talk with the unsaved the Holy Ghost is scarcely to be named. We 
have not so learned Christ. Thus others have done; let them be our 
beacons and not our examples. He who sent us to win souls neither 
permits us to invent falsehoods, nor to suppress truth. His work can 
be done without such suspicious methods. 

Perhaps some of you will reply, '' But, still, God has blessed half 
statements and wild assertions.'' Be not quite so sure. I venture to 
assert that God does not bless falsehood; he may bless the truth which 
is mixed np with error; but much more of blessing would have come if 
the preaching had been more in accordance with his own word. I can
not admit that the Lord blesses evangelistic J esuitism, and the sup
pression of truth is not too harshly named when I so describe it. The 
withholding of the doctrine of the total depravity of man has wrought 
serious mischief to many who have listened to a certain kind of preach
ing. These people do not get a true healing because they do not know 
the disease under which they are suffering; they are never truly 
clothed because nothing is done towards stripping them. In many 
ministries there is not enough of probing the heart and arousing the 
conscience by the revelation of man's alienation from God, and by the 
declaration of the selfishness and the wickedness of such a state. Men 
need to be told that except divine grace shall bring them out of their 
enmity to God they must eternally perish; and they must be reminded 
of the sovereignty of God, that he is not obliged to bring them out of 
this state that he would be right and just if he left them in snch a 
condition, that they have no merit to plead before him, and no 
claims upon him but that if they are to be saved it must be by grace, 
and by grace alo~e. The preacher's work is to throw sinners down in 
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hC'lpleF,;mss that they may be compelled to look up to him who alone 
can help them. 

To try to win a 1,onl for Christ by keeping that soul in ignorance of 
any truth ii; contrary to the mind of the Spirit, and to endeavour to 
save men by mere claptrap, or excitement, or oratorical display is as 
foolish as to hope to bold an angel with bird-lime, or lure a star with 
music. 'Ibe beet attraction is the gospel in its purity. The weapon 
with which the Lord conquers men is the truth as it is in Jesus. The 
gospel will be found equal to every emergency: an arrow which can 
pierce the hardei,t heart, a balm which will hen! the deadliest wound. 
Preach it, and preach nothing else. Rely implicitly upon the old, old 
g-ospel. Yon need no other nets when you fish for men; those your 
Master has given you are strong enough for the great fishes, and have 
meshes fine enough to hold the little ones. Spread these nets and no 
others, and yon need not fear the fulfilment of bis word, " I will make 
,on fishers of men." 
• Secondly, to win a soul it is necessary, not only to instruct our 
hearer and make him how the truth, but to 1·mpress Mm so that he may 
feel it. A purely didactic ministry, which should always appeal to the 
understanding and should leave the emotions untouched, would certainly 
be a limping ministry. "The legs of the lame are not equal," rnys 
Solomon, and the unequal legs of some ministries cripple them. We 
have Eeen imch an 011e limping about with a Jong doctrinal leg, but a 
very i,hort emotional leg. It is a horrible thing for a man to be so doc
trinal that be can i;peak coolly of the doom of the wicked, so that if he 
doei; not actually praise God for it, it costs him no anguish of heart to 
think of the ruin of millions of our race. This is horrible I I hate to 
hear tbe terrors of the Lord proclaimt:d by men whose hard visages, 
hanh tones, and unfeeling spirit betray a sort of doctrinal desiccation: 
all the milk of human kindnees is dried out of them. Having no 
feeling himself, such a preacher creates none, and the people sit and 
listen while he keeps to dry, lifeless statements, until they come to value 
him for being "sound," and they themEelves come to be sound too, and 
I need not add rnund asleep also, or what life they have is spent in 
sniffing out heresy, and making earnest men offenders for a word. Into 
this spirit may we never be baptized. Whatever I belieye, or ~o n_ot 
believe, the command to love my neighbour as myself still ret11rns its 
claim upon me, and God forbid that any views or opinions sho~ld so 
contract my soul and hardm my heart as to make me forget this law 
of love. The Jove of God is first, but this by no means lessens the 
oLligatic,n of love to man; in fact, the first command includes the 
second. We are to seek our neighbour's conversion because we love 
him, and we are to speak to him -in loving terms God's loving gospel, 
because ow· heart desires bis eternal good. 

A sinner has a heart as well as a head ; a sinner has emotions as well 
as thoughts; and we must appeal to both. A sinner will never ~e con
-verted until his emotions are stirred. Unlees he feels sorrow for sm, and 
unless be has some measure of joy in the reception of the word, you 
cannot Lave much hope of him. The truth must soak into the s~ul, 
and dye it with its own colour. 'l'he word must be like a strong wmd 
sweeping through the whole heart, and swaying the whole man, even 
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es a field of ripening corn waves in the summer breeze. Religion 
without emotion is religion without life. 

But, still, we must mind bow these emotions are cansed. Do not 
play upon the mind by exciting feelings which are not spiritoal. Some 
preechers nre very fond of introducing funerals and dying children into 
their discourses, and they make the people weep through sheer natural 
affection. ThiR may lead up to something better, but in itself what is its 
value? What is the good of opening up a mother's griefs or a widow's 
sorrows ? I do not believe that our merciful Lord has sent ns to make 
men weep over their departed relatives by digging anew their graves and 
rehearsing past scenes of' bereavement and woe. Why should he? It 
is granted that you may profitably employ the death-bed of' a departing 
Christian or of a dying sinner for proof of the rest of faith in the one 
case and the terror of conscience in the other, but it is out of the fact 
proved and not out of the illustration itself that the good mnst arise. 
Natural grief is of no service in itself; indeed, we look upon it as a 
distraction from higher thoughts, and as a price too great to exact 
from tender hearts, unless we can repay them by engrafting lasting 
spiritual impressions upon the stock of natural affection. "It was a 
very Eplendid oration, full of pathos,'' says one ~ho beard it. Yes, but 
what is the practical outcome of this pathos? A yonng preacher once 
remarked, '' Were you not greatly struck to eee so large a congregation 
weeping?'' "Yee,'' said bis judicious friend, "but I was more struck 
with the reflection that they would probably have wept more at a play." 
Exactly so: and the weeping in both cases may be equally valueless. 
I saw a girl on board a steamboat reading a book and crying as if her 
heart would break, but when I glanced at the volume I rnw that it was 
only one of those silly yellow-covered novels which load our railway 
bookstalls. Her tears were a sheer waste of moisture, and so are those 
which are produced by mere pulpit tale-telling and death-bed painting. 

If our hearers will weep over their sine, and after Jesus, let their 
sorrows flow in rivers, but if the object of their tears is merely natural 
and not at all Epiritual, what good is done by setting them weeping? 
There might be some virtue in making people joyful, for there is sorrow 
enough in the world, and the more we can promote cheerfulness the 
better, but what is the use of creating needless misery ? What right 
have yon to go through the world pricking everJ body with your lancet 
just to show your Ekill in surgery ? A true phJsi::ian only makes in
cisions in order to effect cures, and a wise minister only excites painful 
emotions in men's minds with the distinct object of blessing their souls. 
You and I must continue to drive at men's hearts till they are broken; 
and then we must keep on preaching Christ crucified till ~heir hearts 
are bound up, and "hen this is accomplished we l!lust co~tm~e to pro
claim the gospel till their whole nature is brought mto snbJection to the 
goEpel of Christ. Even in these preliminaries you will be made to fe~l 
the need of the Holy Ghost to work with :you und by you; but this 
need will be still more evidrnt when we advance a step lurther and 
speak of the new birth itself in which the Holy Spirit works in a style 
and manner most divine. 

( To be continued.) 
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~t ~ift an~ ffi!orh .of jaitg an~ fra1ier. 
AS ILLUSTRATED BY M:R. GEORGE MOLLRR'S LAST REPORT. 

TO illastrate and enforce the text, "Blessed is that man who maketh 
the Lord his trnst," as well as to give an accoant of another 

year's stewardship, Mr. Muller has issued the fortieth Report of the 
institutions with which his name is associated.• It is characterized by 
the same simplicity and fervour as its predecessors, and records similar 
triamphs of faith and prayer. As a brief narrative of facts there is e. 
charm in its pages which we do not find in the dissertation of a theorist. 
'', erily, God has heard my prayer," is the concise epitome of the whole 
story : "Trust ye in the Lord for ever,'' is the lesson which is urged 
upon every page. 

The avowed object with which Mr. Muller commenced the Orphan 
n omes may i;eem to some to amount to presumption, bnt it is only the 
daring of faith. He writes, "My first and chief aim was not to care for 
the physical well-being of the orphans, though we seek with all earne3t
;:icss to attend to this. Nor was the cultivation of their minds the first 
and chief object I had in view, though we do indeed seek this. Nor was 
even the salvation of the sonls of these orphans the chief and primary 
<-1bject of the orphan work, though God has condescended most abun
dantly to bless our labours in the conversion of many hundreds of 
orphans. That which I ha".l, above all, in view of regarding the 
orphan work, and why it was commenced, was that God might be 
glorified in its being seen, through this work, that he was as willing as 
c,,er • to answer the prayers of his children, and how roach, even now, 
<:an be accomplished through the instrumentality of prayer and 
faith." If to some there sho11.ld appear to be a savour or egotism in the 
above avowal, the grand simplicity of the man is sufficient to disarm the 
suspicion. The oft-reiterated declaration, "They are God's Orphan 
Houses," and the fact that not, a sentence in the narrative could 
honestly be construed into self-glorying, may be regarded as conclusive 
proof that George Muller has been true to his avowed object. 

The blessedness of the life of faith has received abundant illustration 
in his career. We never think of him without seeing in his heavenly 
tranquillity the fulfilment of the assurance, "Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, becau!le he trusteth in 
thee." When fa.nds have declined his faith has not wavered, and when 
the exchequer has been replenished there has been no surprise. The 
hand of the Lord is so apparent to him in every dispensation that 
sympathy or congratulation seem equall.,Y out _of place. A d~nor who 
feared the funds might suffer from the failures 1n the commercial world 
evoked this comment by his letter, "Had we no trust in God, such an 
event as the failure of the bank referred to here, and that which was 
still nearer, the failure of the South Wales and West of Engl~nd District 
Bank in Bristol itself, with its forty-two branch banks, would mdeed have 
been calculated, naturally, to fill one's heart with fear ; but because we 

;, Brief narrative of facts of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and 
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lmow God, and really trust in him, and do not merely s11y 110, therefore 
our heart was kept in peace, still trusting in him and looking to him ; 
and we have not been confounded, as the balance-sheet at the end of the 
Report shows." Thie reads like a nineteenth century echo of the heroiu 
faith of the prophet, who exclaimed, "Although the fig tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold and there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet witt I rejou;e in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

When he commenced the year the balance in hand was extremely 
small, and the depression in the mercantile world was such as to justify 
the fear that contributions for benevolent objects would decline, yet we 
find him surveying the situation in the calm assurance that his two 
thousand orphan children would not suffer lack. He writes, " We were 
not cast down, but hoped in God, being assured that all we had to do 
was to seek to walk in his ways, and to carry on his work according to 
his will, and that then more prayer, and more exercise of faith and 
patience, would at last again bring more abundant pecuniary supplies, 
even as we had found so many times before." "As we really trusted in 
God,'' he says, "and not in friends, nor circumstances, we were above 
these difficulties by faith, expecting day by day help from God, and at 
the same time seeking this help day by day earnestly in prayer." And 
then he adds, "I delight in stating, to the praise of God, that while, 
indeed, my faith again aud again has been tried, yet in general he has 
been pleased to supply my wants most abundantly. Verily, it is most 
precious to have a friend in heaven to go to for all we require temporally 
and spiritually." 

The operations of the Instimtions have furnished opportunities for 
the Lord's stewards to show their fidelity to their trust. As to the 
channels through which help has come, some are very remarkable, and 
reveal the providing hand of God. Under date April 7, Mr. Muller 
writes:-" From Glasgow 10s., with the following letter: 'D.:iar Slr-1 
send you enclosed an order for 10s., which please take for what you 
think best. My husband, like so many others in Glasgow, lost all his 
means this winter. I had this money laid aside for you since Novem
ber; but as there are now ten of n~, and I feared for our daily bread, 
my faith was not strong enough to send it. But in whatever strait we 
were I found we could not use it. It was only this week I told my 
husband I had it, and he said, send it at once. God give me more faith!" 
It is impossible not to sympathise with the conflict implied in the above 
letter, nor to admire the fidelity which stood so severe a test. " I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord," should be the sacred determination _of 
every Christian, whatever be the issue or the trial involved. The dis
cipline of givmg ms.y be severe at times, and the prudence of a worldly 
policy may seem to be outraged in the s11crifice, but when faith 
triumphs, the gain is wholly on the side of self-sacrifice. . 

There are several cases, however, cited by Mr. Miiller which seem to us 
to violate the principles of ordinary prudence, if not to border on fan~ti
cism, and yet in the sphere of faith the verdict must ~~ tempered with, 
charity. For instance ; one man sends "~wenty sh1\lmgs ms:ead of 
insuring a, plate-glass front." Another writes, "He.vmg read Ill your 
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la11t Report. about R ho111e ~etting better in answer to prayer, and the 
owner flending yon two pounds, I told the Lord if my finger ~ot better 
without a doctor I would send you the enclosed (five shillings). 
At that time I could do nothing, bnt had to nurse it. That very 
ni1:tbt, however, it became so much better that I could work the next 
dey. Now, thank the Lord for his lovingkindness, I am able to act 
accordiDI! to my promise." A donor of ten shillings writes, "A few 
months ago I suddeDly became very deaf, end feared the use of one ear 
was gone, knowing tbe ear to be such a delicate organ. I alweys dreaded 
comulting a doctor about it; so I made it a subject of earnest prayer, 
and determined that if my hearing was restored, without medical advice, 
I would send ten i,billings for the Lord's work in your hands. I now 
bear again as well as ever, so you can receive this trifle as another of 
the many interesting ways in which God answers your prayers." 
Another writes, " I send yon a post office order for £1 8s. 2d. for the 
orphans. At the beginning of laEt year I promised the Lord if be sent 
me a thousand pairs of boots and shoes to rneDd I would give one 
farthing per pair to the Orphanage. I have had 1,351, therefore I 
present the arove mm with much pleasure.'' 

While we believe most firmly that" The Lord will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him," we must hesitate before subscribing the belief that 
the Lord will comply with the terms of every bargain we thrust upon 
him when Eelf-interest is involved in our part of the contract. The 
donor who Eends four guineas as "money saved by travelling third 
class " is, to our mind, acting upon a principle the soundness ot which 
cannot be called in question. Prudence in ordinary affairs must never 
be violated on the i,rttence of faith, and the neglect of natural laws 
must never be justified by the plea of the divine omnipotence. Mr. 
Muller very wisely cautions his contributors against imitating him "for 
the sake of imitation," and we cannot refrain from giving the following 
qnotation from the EiJistle to the Hebrews, which points a moral:
" By faith the children of Israel paEsed through the Red sea 11s by dry 
land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned." 

The giirnntic scale on which Mr. Muller's operations have been con
ducted, while it is an eloquent tribute to the power of prayer, also 
furniEhes an illustr&tion ot the value of the Voluntary Principle, and 
proves the readiness of the Christian public to support the endeavours 
of a man of integrity, common sense, and administrative ability, who 
knows no other motive tl1an love to God and no other desire than to 
live to bis glory. The faintest shadow of suspicion has never been cast 
upon the character of George Muller, and bis competency as a director 
has never been doubted. To have preserved an unsullied reputation for 
fortJ •frve years, under the pressure of so great a burden, and with every 
opportunity to serve his own personal interests, must be regarded as 
a triumph of grace, and George Muller himself would be the first to 
admit the fact. His whole c11reer is a sublime comment upon the text, 
"He keepeth the feet of bis saints." 

There is real eloquence in the following paragraph:-" Since the 
founding of the iustitution, on March 5th, 1834, we have received, as 
the result of prayer and faith, without asking anyone for enything, 
£830,000 ! Hould any of the readers be unacquainttd with the 
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previous reports, and therefore feel inclined to ask-What has been 
accomplished, instrumentally, by this large sum, we reply,-71,000 
children or grown-up persons have been taug·ht in the v11rious schools, 
entirely Rupported by the funds of the instituUon, besides the tens of 
thousands who have been benefit.ed in the schools which are as8i1Jted 
b_v its funds: 10,018 now frequent the schools. 135,000 Bibles, 
383,000 Testaments, 19,400 copies of the Pi!alms, and 196,500 other 
small portions of the Holy Scriptures, in various languages, have been 
circulated since the formation of the institution ; and 66,877,000 
pamphlets and tractR, in different languages, have-- been circulated. 
From the earliest days of this institution missionaries have likewise been 
assisted by its funds, and of late yearil more than 160 in number. On 
this object alone £175,500 have been expended from the beginning. 
Also 5,682 orphans have been under our care, and five large houses, at 
an expense of £l15,000, have been erected and fitted up for the 
accommodation of 2,050 orphans. As to the spirit.ual results I will he'l"e 
say nothing; indeed, eternity alone can unfold them; yet, even in so 
far as God has been pleased to allow us to see already the results of our 
service, we have reaped most abundantly, and do so more and more with 
everv year, whilst going on with the work.'' 

While directing the institution, whose bril.nches are above enumerated, 
Mr. Muller has laboured in the gospel, almost exclusivel_y in Bristol, for 
forty-three years; and now in the evening of life he is giving him;ielf 
to the apostolic work of visiting different countrie3, "to preach," as he 
sayg, "the gospel of the grace of God, and to lend a helping hand to 
Christians, especially younger believers, by the experience I have had 
during the fifty-three years I have been a believer in the Lord J e3us 
Christ.'' With that scrupulous regard for accuracy in detail, which is 
characteristic of the man, he reports the labours of his campaign for 
1879, and concludes thus: "We then went to Paris, and after I had 
preached there twice we left for Bristol, where we arrived on June 18th. 
after I had prea~hed altogether during these nine months and twelve days 
two hundred and eighty-six times in forty-six different towns and citie3." 
Lest he should be suspected of having modified his plans he writes,
" I state distinctl.Y that this was not a collecting tour with reference to 
the institution; for I never even referred to it in my ministry, except 
when specially desired so to do." Never having made a direct appeal 
to anyone for help, we are not surprised at his anxiety to have this fact 
clearly understood, although for our own part we cannot see the moral 
distinction between the oral and written statement of the necessities 
and claims of his work. The principle of faith is not compromised in 
our judgment by the use of legitimate means to inform the Lord's 
1,tewards of opportunities for disbursing the bounty entrusted to them. 
No appeal could be more direct and forcible than George Miiller"s 
"Brief Narrative of Fauts." There is a resistless plea in the state
ment that in the homes at Ashley Down there are upwards of two thou
sand orphan children cast upon the tender Fatherhood of God. Whi~e 
George Miiller c1mnot but be right in the course he has pursued, 1t 

does not follow that his fellow-se1·vants are wrong because they c1·owu 
their faith with the dilicrent use of means to commend their work to 
the sympathies of the Lord's people. We would have it understood, 
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l1mnver, that we d12em the tricks and expedient& resorted to by some to 
be oppo!!ed to Christian consistency. It is impossible to impart snnctity 
to l!enBBtionalism, and to sustain a character for veracity while exeggern
ting facts to produce an impreesion. The institutions of George 
Miiller are a standing protest against questionable expedients in the 
WClrk of the Lord, end his whole career is en eloquent appeal for honest 
cClnsistency in the life end work of feith and prayer. 

Our readers will remember the article, from the pen of the Editor, in 
the May number of this magazine, in which he speaks of his fellowship at 
Mentone last year with George Muller, and Pastor John Bost. In the 
report before us Mr. Muller says," I cannot leave this notice of Mentone 
without mentioning that, in addition to having very happy interviews 
with various Christians, I enjoyed especially the intercourse I had with 
Mr. Spurgeon, wilh whom I spent repeatedly a considerable time." 
Amidst the olive glades of Mentone, as in the garden of Gethsemane of 
old, three of the king's servants spake together of things "touching 
the King," and by them, doubtless, the promise was realized-" Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name there am I in the midst." 
Where there is loyalty and love to Christ, the adventitious circum
srnnces which separate "workers together with God" for awhile, have 
no power to estrange when Jesus is in the midst. To the aeronaut, if 
only he ascend high enongh, Alps or Andes are merged in one broad 
plain, and to the Christian who views his brethren in Christ from the 
:-trndpoint of the heavenly inheritance all possible diversities are dwarfed 
nto utter insignificance, and party differences are ofno account. As the 
Lord Jerns Christ is the centre of the circle of service all the radii meet 
in him, and the distance between the servants lessens in the proportion 
c,f the intimacy of their fellowship with his sacred person. "Corr.e 
.. nd hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he bath done for 
ruy soul," is a call to fellowship which should be more frequently heard 
above the din of party strifes, and'' Grace be with all them that love our 
Lord J esns Christ in .sincerity," is a benediction which should establish 
tbt harmony of Christian intercourse. 

\f e have already extended this paper beyond the limits prescrib~d, 
1,ut we cannot refrain from quoting the following questions, which 
derive additional emphasis from the fact that they are propounded by 
such a consecrated rean as George Muller. "Do you practically take 
an interest in spreading the truth as it is Jesus ? Do you care for the 
Eialrntion of the souls of the heathen? Do you pray for them? How 
much do yon think yon have given in your whole life for missiona_ry 
purpoEes? How much during the past year? What act of self-de_mal 
bne you practised for this purpose? Do you think you have given 
el'en the thirtieth part of all God entrusts yon with, for this object?'' 
11 the consideration of these questions should lead to rnlf-reproach and 
quicken the resolution to " work w bile it is called to-day," the writer 
will be amply repaid for the time he has spent in penning this tribute 
tc, the blessedne1:,s of the life of faith and prayer, as illustrated in the 
c.,Ee of the saintly man whose praise is in all the churches. 

VERNON J. CHARLESWORTH. 
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l{rt §Jiblt in f{rt jaut{r jtns. 
DY G. HOLDEN PIKE, 

(Concluded from page 472.) 

HERVEY Islands, including Rarotonga, Mangaia,Atin, and others, are 
of volcanic origin, and have together a population of about fourteen 

thonsend. When Mr. Chalmers, one of the pastors, applied for a fre~h 
supply of Bibles in 1876, he mentioned nine islands of the group whose 
inhabitants ranged from two hundred to more than two thousand, that 
were still asking for a more abundant supply. In Raroton_qa, the 
largest of the cluster, the natives appeared to love the book with 
greater ardour in proportion as their acquaintance with it increased. 
Not a single house conld be pointed out in which it was not read morn
ing and evening; while many also gave to the sacred pages their mid
day leisure. In many families every member bas a separate copy-a 
remarkable fact when it is considered that the cost is from six to ten 
shillings, and that all Rre cheerfully paid for. No wonder that the 
future is looked forward to with confidence when this honour is paid 
to the Bible. 

The general outlook throughout .Mangaia is no less encouraging. It 
is another of the Pacific coral gems, twenty miles in circumference, 
and the inhabitants live in three vilJages. We mentioned before bow ?. 
vessel containing several cases of the Scriptures was wrecked on the 
dangerous reefs, the books only being saved by the heroic efforts of 
the natives. The books being damaged by sea-water were disposed of 
at a reduced price, and the scene of excitement which consequently en
sued is well described by Mr. Harris in a letter to the committee of the 
Bible Society in London :-" I can assure yon the scene was both 
amusing and interesting around my storehouse after I had announced 
at our early morning service that a damaged Bible could be obtained 
for a single dollar. There was a great rush of men and women into 
the house as soon as I opened the door. Some bad money and some 
had not. Those who bad the large, round silver pieces were flashing 
them before my face, thinking that they, at least, had a right to be 
served first. Then those who had no money wished me to let them 
have the Bibles on credit; but thfa,, on principle, -I refused. Next they 
urged me to accept their produce in place of money, but this I also 
objected to for a long time, until, being so much pressed by the natives 
on all sides, I consented to take cocoa-nut oil. After this, I sold the 
whole number in a few days, and of course became burdened with several 
hundred gallons of oil, and bad to await a favourable opportunity fot· 
selling it. Good old Sadaraka was indefatigable in his endeavours to 
get a copy for each member of his household. He first brought me 
all the money he had, then be tried to make up with cocoa-nut oil, and, 
lastly,rather than fall short, he sold the only cow he had to pay for 
them. He went on his way rejoicing with thirteen Bibles, three of 
which-the best-cost him twelve shillings e11ch." 

1'/ie Samoa group, or the Navigators' Islands as they were called by 
their discoverer, M. de Bougainville, in 17 68, are situated between 169" 
and 17 3° west of Greenwich. There are four principal islands, and a 
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number of sme.ller ones. The largest is Save.ii, which is forty miles in 
length and twenty-five in breadth. The beauty and fertility of the 
whole group are very striking. The missionaries settled among the 
natives in 1830, end Rn institution for the eduention of native teachers 
has long existed on U l)oh,. The population of the whole, formerly very 
greatly over estimated, is now known to be under for~y thousand. 

What the Bible has wrought in these islands is, likewise, the best pos
.sible testimony to its divine power. The names of places, such ae 
"M:assacre Bay," significantly point to the ferocious character of former 
generations who, indeed, threatened the life and property of all who 
came in contact with them. The descendants of those savages have 
'°eceived the Book of Life, and they are as new creatures: though all 
may not be entirely civilized, they are as dift"erent from their fathers as 
though they were another species of beings. 

The Samoan Bible was printed under the superintendence of Dr. Turner 
in 1862; an edition of ten thousand copies was issued, and the entire 
cost, amounting to £3,240 has been raised by the natives and returned 
to this country. After repeated revisions the third edition, which hae 
pas!led through the press during the last ten years, wae stereotyped. In 
this work Dr. Turner was assisted by his wife, who for many years had 
been a valuable assistant in connection with the mission. "The Old 
Testament was finished,'' we are told, "and Mrs. Turner was reading 
a proof sheet of the early chapters of M~tthew, when she had to lay 
it down and rest for a litUe, as she thought, from a headache which she 
felt increasing. She had just finished Christ's Sermon on the Mount 
when her earthly labours ended. She thue died at her post, and spent 
her last strength in a noble department of her Master's service-a most 
befitting close to her useful lifo-work.''. 

Some years ago Samoa was distracted by civil war, and then the 
people's money went for arms and ammunition, instead of for instru
ments of husbandry and things which make home attractive. The 
improvement in the general outlook on the restoration of peace was 
seen in an order for two thousand additional copies of the Bible, 
•• bound only in the best calf." Quite recently five hundred Eaglish 
Testaments were also sent to the islands for the use of the native 
teachers. The natives are thus becrinnin~ to love the language of their 
benefactors. "Besides," remarks "'Dr. Turner, " we wish that in the 
house of every native pastor there should be an Eaglish Bible or 
Testament for the benefit of white men, who, in travelling, often drop 
iu there and spend the night. They are sure of quiet and comfort ~n 
the house of a native minister, which they cannot always secure m 
toe public-house of the village." 

Tbe demand for the Scriptures on this island is so extraordinary 
that a sum of £500 was recently received on account of sales; and a. 
new edition is now being prepared in London. 

T/t.e New Hebrides received their name from Captain Cook, although 
before Cook's second voyage some members of the island chain, which 
txtends to a length of four hundred miles between 14° and 21 ° south 
latitude, had been seen by other navigators. The islands are all of 
\ olcauic origin, some of the fires being still active, and the land is known 
to be of extraordinary fertility. One of the greatest difficulties in lhe 
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way of the missionaries is the multiplicity of languages, every island of 
any considerable size having a separate dialect. Thus in six islands 
forming the southern half of the Hebridean group, as many versions 
of the Scriptures are needed to meet the necessities of the people. The 
inhabitants of Futuna, who number only nine hundred, are quite a diR
tinct community. "I am the only misRionary," writes Mr. Copeland in 
1870. "With the present population I shall never have a coadjutor: 
I alone must do the work of translation." Other instances, almost or 
quite as singular, can be found in the West Pacific. 

Aneityum is, perhaps, the most interesting of the chain. We have 
to remember that a generation ago war was the natural profession of the 
natives, and that hostile tribes often dwelt within the boundaries of one 
small island. Now, it is stated that nearly everyone above the age of 
infancy has a translation of the Testament and of the P~alms, having 
learned to read in the missionary school. "There are a few waifs and 
strays here as elsewhere," says Mr. Inglis, "but the inhabitants as a 
whole are being largely influenced by the Word of God. The Sabbath 
is particularly well observed. Churches and schools are well attended. 
One-third of the entire population are fully accredited church members; 
while peace, quietness, and contentment pervade the whole land." While 
the New Testament was in process of translation, some years ago, the 
islanders, who hardly underst.ood the nature of a currency, contributed 
sufficient arrowroot to pay for the printing, and enough to go part of the 
way towards the completion of the Old Testament. The entire Bible 
has very lately been completed, and the people, moved by a noble spirit 
of independence, have astonished friends, both on the island and in 
England, by subscribing the cost of printing, amounting to £1,200. 
As the poor islanders number only about thirteen hnndred souls, such 
an offering is perhaps unexampled in the annals of missionary enter
prise. 

It is saddening to find such a delightful clime affected by the horrors 
of the slave trade. "It does not require the testimonies of missionaries 
to prove the gross immorality practised on board many of these vessels," 
says one of the pastors. " Sufficient evidence has been produced by 
others, and we need only add that onr observation confirms the state
ments made. Not only do we oppose the traffic because of the kid
napping and other villainous acts by which it is accomplished, but also 
because of its inj11rious effects on the minds of the natives." The worst 
of vices are introduced by many of the so-called Christian and civilized 
traffickers. 

About a thousand miles west of Cook's Islands is the Fn'endly Archi
pelago, comprising about one hundred and fifty islets. Tonga, the 
largest, is twenty miles long and ten broad, and the population is about 
nine thousand. They were repeatedly visited by Captain Cook in the 
last century, bnt more than a hundred years previously they were dis
covered by Tasman, the Dutch navigator. The Wesleyan Mission on 
the islands has been very successful, and the Scriptures have been 
widely circulated. In 1876 Mr. Chapman sent news to Engl~nd of a 
new mission, then just entered upon. ,; The field we are takmg pos
session of in our Master's name," he says, "is a large, populous, and 
very little known archipelago off the eastern coast of New Guinea, of 

36 
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which New Britain and New Ireland are two of the largest islands .. 
Our i::ucress has thus far been all that we could hope fur. No doubt 
difficulties will arise. Several native teachers, able and zealous men 
have already been stationed in various places among the savages. Fro~ 
a letter received from our missionary on the spot I learned that he had 
received a ,isit from a chief, who within two years past was concerned 
in the destruction of a vessel and the murder of all the crew. He now 
asks the missionary to visit his town.'' 

Tl1e F~ii ·islands, numbering about two hundred and fifty, and lying 
between l'i, 0 E. and l'i8°W. longitude, are an important group, now 
subject to British rule in accordance with the wishes of the people. 
The population is now probably one hundred thousand, not more than 
half the number of eighty years ago, and the deaths still outnumber 
the births in a mysterious manner. The largest of the family is Viti
Levu, or Great Fiji, which is SO miles long and 55 broad. While in a state 
of heathenism the customs of the people were utterly repulsive. Can
nibalism had been practised until human flesh was relished above all 
other food. When a man died his widow was hanged, and his slaves 
were murdered, while domestic events were celebrated by the slaying of 
a number of human victims. The aged or the ailing were killed out 
of the way, and wars were fierce as well as frequent. In their original 
condition the people believed in a future state, and in different grades. 
of gods who re,·ealed their will to men through the priests. One of the 
most curious modes of mourning was the cutting off a little finger. 
" This last is sometimes done at the death of a rich man in the hope 
that his family will reward the compliment," we are told by one 
authority ; '' sometimes it is done vicariously, as when the chief cuts off 
the little finger of his dependents in regret or atonement for the death 
of another." 

Such were the degraded islanders of whom the devoted Wesleyan 
missionaries have me.de a complete conquest. Formerly they looked 
with lustful eyes on the crews of foreign vessels, only wanting the op
portunity to murder and eat them at one of their heathen feasts ; but 
now cases of Bibles arc more eagerly welcomed than any other arrivals. 
Writing to friends in England in 1871 Mr. Rabone says that, "Among 
the more than one hundred thousand Fijians who have renounced 
heathenism and accepted Christianity, there are many to whom the 
\ford of God is more precious than gold and silver. And it is a 
delightful fact that among that once ferocious cannibal race the Word of 
God has won its most signal triumphs. Many of them ascribe their 
conversion to the faith of Christ to the marvellous power which ac
companied the reading of the New 'festament." 

The simple faith of the new converts is very reassuring. Thus a 
native Christian, who had a heathen relative on a bed of sicknes11, 
learned from the apostle James that the prayer of faith should eave the 
sick. He at once ran to the house with the wonderful news. " Then 
having asked and gained permission, he knelt down and began to pray: 
nor bad he uttered many words when the sick man started up in a sit
ting posture, crying out with a loud voice, 'I live !' ' Bring hither a 
sulu,' be cried to his wife, 'I am a Christian ! Put one on yourself, 
also, and clothe the children too. This day we are all Christians.' 
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Now this suln, or W!1ist cloth, is the outwar<l an<l visible sign which 
diAtinguishes the lotu folk from their heathen neighbours." 

In such o community there are many who make a false profession, 
and turn out differently from their early promise, but, as a rule, the 
people, from the king- downwards, are g,eat Bible readers. "The 
native preachers are like the old Puritau divines, in their abundant use 
of Bible texts," says Mr. Webb of Rewa, "and on the principle that a 
good textuary is a good theologian, some deserve the title of Doctor of 
Divinity.'' One of the government officials confessed some time ago 
that the people were continually quoting Bible texts in his presence. 

The native converts make excellent missionaries. A few years ago 
they settled on the island of Rotuma, three hundred miles to the north
ward of the largest of the Fiji group; and the people have in the main 
renounced heathenism. They are now readers of the New Testament. 
Where, as in this instance, the climate is trying to Europeans, the nat1 ves 
can settle without inconvenience. 

The above facts will speak for themselves relative to the power of the 
Bible in the South Seas. We have not even mentioned the ::iames of 
many other islands on which a reformation has occurred similar to that 
we have depicted. We need hardly ask for scientific evidences of the 
divine origin of the Bible while we are able to point to facts like these. 
A miracle is enacted before our eyes; for the islands of the Pacific, 
once arid deserts, haunted by the fiery serpents of crime and murder, 
are being transformed by the power of the divine word into gardens of 
the Lord. 

AN aged friend gives us the following story :-" I knew a pious 
widow who had been reduced by her husband's death from 

affluence to dependence, and even want. Her first trial was being 
obliged to part with an old, faithful servant when she was herself in very 
ill health; still she rested on the faithful promise, and believingly 
looked to the Lord's hand to supply her daily wants in his own way. One 
morning she arose, lighted her fire, and put on the kettle, but found 
she had no tea. For the first time in her life she was without her usual 
refreshment, and had not a shilling in. the house to buy what she needed. 
The thought crossed her mind, Why should I lay the breakfast, I have 
no tea? But entering the room with the tray she thought she heard a 
voice saying to her, ' Stand still, and see the salvation of God.' She 
looked around to see if anyone was present, and at that instant a knock 
was heard at the door,-a friend's servant had brought her a parcel 
from a distance. To her great surprise she read in a note, 'r·beg your 
acceptance of a pound of the tea you used to like so much, knowing 
that you cannot procure it in the village where you reside; also please 
accept a sovereign for your little girl to buy her a dress.' Then she did 
indeed see the salvation of the Lord, and in a short time her relatives 
provided for her, so that never after was she in want of the comforts 
and necessaries of life. 'Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.'" 
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~i6ibtnb ta ~tlgtr15 .of tI,t Qt.olltgt. 
UTITHOUT exaggeration John -- was one of the worst men we 
l'l eYer knew,-a drunkard, a blasphemer, a wife beater, and 

almost everything that was bad. He was, however, a man full of 
n~tural wit, and when th?ronghly sober, _which, alas 1 wa_s seldom, very 
krnd-hearted. The publicans were delighted to see !um enter theit
honses, for he was the life and soul of the company, and kept it 
together. At country festivals he was the centre of attraction in a band 
of" niggers,'' among whom be played the '' bones," and set the country 
people in roars of laughter with his witticisms. He was a terror to his 
wife and children, whom he often brought to the point of starving. By 
some sudden impulse he was induced to come one Sunday evening to 
hear the writer, who is proud to own himself a student of the Pastors' 
College. The great sinner took his seat in our little country chapel. 
The word reached his heart. He came on the following Tuesday to our 
Prayer-meeting; there he found Chrisl From that moment everything 
was changed. He was shortly afterwards baptized and joined the 
church ; then became a teacher in the Sunday-school and a useful 
Christian worker. His home became a little palace. At his work, and 
in the streets, be testified among his old associates for Jesus. After 
li'l"ing for ten months thus to witness to the power of divine grace, he 
died at the age of thirty-two, a peaceful death, saying to us, "I shall 
watch for yon to come to heaven, that I may take you to Jesus and say, 

is was the man that led me to thee.'" Many such instances might 
urnished by our brethren. The money given for such works as this 
pay eternal dividends. 

W.W. 

~tahing a j.crm.on anh finbing a jafri.onr. 

THE pulpit of the little Nonconformist chapel at B-- is chiefly 
supplied by laymen, and, although there is no fixed pastorate, our 

friend, Mr. H--, I suppose may be considered the principal deacon. 
There is a week-night service held at the chapel, and it was on one of 
these week evenings, before the service, when Mr. H-- had arrived 
rather early, that he saw, already seated, a well-known, but most un
likely and decidedly irreligious, villager, who had certainly never been 
seen there before, and whose presence was almost suspicious. Finding 
himself alone in the chapel with the deacon, the stranger asked him 
if be would be kind enough to get him a large hymn book, as his sight 
was not equal to the ordinary sized ones. Although quite unprepared 
for such a request from such a quarter, and half afraid that a hoax was 
intended, Mr. H-- promised to comply with the request. The book 
was procured, and duly handed to the visitant, who promptly paid the 
cost. But what was best of all, he now expressed a desire to join the 
little band of worshippers, and it soon, in fact, became known through
out the village that -- was converted. Hr was converted beyond all 
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question, for his life became a living PpisUe. "Old things had passed 
ow11,v, and oil things had become new." 

Mr. H-- knew this villager to have been a man who had r.ever 
ottcnded any place of worship, and he was therefore desirous of ascer
taining what had been the couse of the change that had come about. 
It transpired that while the man and his wife were sitting in their 
house one Sunday evening, the husband, on looking about for some
thing to light his pipe, found near him a number of" The Metropolitan 
Tabernacle Pulpit," which contaim:d the sermon beaded, '' The bellows 
are burned." Exclaiming to his wife, "What can he make out of 
that?" the man read the sermon, from pure curiosity. That sermon 
was the means, under God, of the kindling of the sacred flame. " The 
wind bloweth where it listetb, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit.'' The reader of that sermon was a changed 
man from that night. It was evident that the work was real. He 
brought forth fruits meet for repentance, the outcome of a living faith, 
while it was noticed by the spiritually-minded that his experience 
ripened very fast. This, however, was but for a brief period ; the poor 
man had been called late in the day, his work was soon done, and the 
Master took him home. His dying testimony was a most blessed one, 
and his weeping widow was encouraged thereby to put her trust in the 
Lord God, of whom we truly sing, 

" He saves the oppressed, he feeds the poor, 
He helps the stranger in distress, 
The widow and the fatherless, 
And grants the prisoner sweet release." 

During the late hard winter the parish authorities, for some reason 
or other, took off an allowance she had received from the board,. of 
guardians, which had been since the death of her husband a iltst 
important help to her in her extreme poverty. The little church 
afforded her some aid, but the trial through which she was called to 
pass became in the end a blessing in disguise. The cloud which looked 
so dark and lowering was discovered to have a silver lining for the poor 
Buckinghamshire widow. An almshouse in the parish became vacant, 
and, through the influence of friends at the little chapel, the poor 
widow became its permanent inmate; iu addition, she became the re
cipient of a weekly allowance, and the occupier of a bit of garden ground 
at the back of the house. This is altogether almost a competence for 
the widow. 

Now, had the good woman been in receipt of parish relief, the loss 
of which she had felt so much, she could in no case have been permitted 
to inhabit one of the almshouses ; but, as it could be shown that she 
was not in receipt of any help from that source, her way was opened 
for something better than that which she had lost. 

"In some way or other the Lord will provide : 
It may not be ruy way, it may not be thy way, 
And yet in his own way the Lord will prQvide." 

B. w. 
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~r. jafuttft1 Jasfor au~ ltdor. 
DURIKG the l&at yoon; of the ei~hteenth centmy and the beginning 

of the nineteenth, Dr. Fawcett, the pastor of the church at 
Hebden Bridge, in Yorl.,;hire, w~ a man very highly esteemed both 
on account of his preaching talents &nd private worth. He rose 
to hi@ useful and honourab:J.e position from the ranks of the common 
people : and though he li~ to excel as a preacher, as a tutor, and as 
an author, he did i:o without having ever benefited by that collegiate 
training which he afterwards became so well qualified to impart to 
others. 

In the reign of George II. the Fawcett family were the occupants of 
a small farm at Lid~t-green, near Bradford, in Yorkshire, and there 
.John was born in Januarv, 1740. The times were hard and dark. 
Very characteristic of those old pugnacious times was the talk indulged 
in by king, parliament, and people, of "just and necessary war,'' and 
"glorious ,ictory." This taste for fighting, this rage for setting rii1ht all 
the nations of Europe, and the clasping of a phantom called" the balance 
of poll"er," was a very expen1,ive luxury, and to enjoy it the nation WIil! 

oppreseed with heavy taxation. It seems to have been the dullest of 
all dull periods. The war demon was at large, and the increasing 
plotting of Jacobite conspirators at home gave rise to many disquiet
ing rnmonrs. So little was the taste for reading cultivated, that a man 
of superlative powers like Samuel Johnson, who bad just left Lichfield 
to settle in London, was content to do the drudgery of a 0heap literary 
hack, and to eat the dinner of charity in rags behind a screen in a 
printer's office. The condition of the religious world is well known. 
An apathy akin to death reigned in the Establishment and afflicted the 
Dissenters. Jn what. degTee the Fawcetts were affected by the public 
calamities we are not informed. 

ln the year 1751 the father died; and the son, with an imagination 
somewhat akin to that of Bany!l.n, was tormented with fear regarding 
his parent'-s salvation until bis mind was relieved by a remarkable dream. 
Though the family was poor, and was much afflicted by the loss of 
its natural protector, the circumstances surrounding a lad of the tem
peramentof John Fawcett were well calculated to form his mind for future 
work in the best service. A grandfather totally blind made one of the 
household ; the mother was a <levoted Christian; and, seriously inclined 
from his early years, John bad an elder brother like-minded with 
himself, l'fith whom be was accustomed to pray in a barn. While 
he received the best education a widow could afford, be so thoroughly 
cultivated a taste for reading, that, as a child, he not only knew the 
Scriptures, bot freely conversed with such authors as Bunyan and 
Alleine, Richard Baxter, and the author of The Whole Duty of Man. 
The old farmstead was soon relif1quisued, however; the boys were 
apprenticed to tradesmen in Bradford ; and toiling from six in the 
morning until eight at night, John must have fully realized that with 
him the battle of life had commenced in earnest. 

While protracted daily labour is necessarily prejudicial to the health 
of youtL, hardship and difficulty are the testing hammer which bring 
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forth the ring of unbroken strength from Rterling characters. How
ever onerouA his burdens, John Fawcett refused to be crm~hed hy them; 
and though his leisure was scant, he would, at all hazards, reRerve time 
for self-improvement. He w11s a pattern of enormous industry; but at the 
same time it would not be wise for per~ons of weak constitution to emu
late his example. At the age of fourteen he had read the Bible through 
several times; and it is said that he thought himself enriched for ever 
when he became the happy possessor of a pocket edition. The trades
man's family with whom he lived seem to have thought that they attended 
to the whole duty of man so Jong as they honestly paid their way, and 
then devoted their lives to working, eating, and sleeping. It was other
wise with John Fawcett. After the Jong day's toil was over, and his 
companions had retired early to their beds, he felt that he had a soul 
craving for knowledge. He purchased candles with his small allowance 
of pocket money, spent some hours of the night in reading, and devised 
several ingenious ways of not allowing himself to sleep too long. Nor 
did he remain satisfied with communing with books alone, for he looked 
around to discover friends whose counsel might contribute to his im
provement. One David Pratt, a Bradford Presbyterian of good attain
ments, was one of these earliest friends; and to him young Fawcett wae 
indebted for instruction in Latin, and for the loan of many expensive 
books which greatly helped him in his education. 

At this time, when John Fawcett was about sixteen years of age, the 
Methodist revival in the North was at its height, and, impre5sed with 
the wonderful preaching of Whitefield, the young apprentice and 
student identified himself with the new movement and the despised 
people. Though Whitefield can hardly be reckoned as his spiriturLl 
father, Mr. Fawcett esteemed the great evangelist as one to whom he 
-was peculiarly indebted, and as the most extraordinary preacher he 
-had ever heard. John would occasionally walk ten miles to Haworth 
parish church, to hear the apostolic Grimshaw, who knew nothing of 
parish boundaries in his vast itinerant labours, and whose unaccountable 
activity in awakening sinners provoked the bitter hostility of other 
clergymen. Thus far young Fawcett had lived a churchman ; but cir
cumstances led to his becoming a Dissenter and a Baptist. His first 
Nonconformist pastor, Mr. Crabtree, of Bradford, was one of Grimshaw's 
converts. 

When his term of apprenticeship expired, before he was twenty years 
of age, Mr. Fawcett boldly decided on setting up a home of his mrn, 
and taking a wife. He would have been the last to recommend such a 
procedure to others, but in acting for himself he could discover no 
more excellent way. He wanted a comfortable home, and a wife pro
mised to make the best housekeeper. He had only a small income, but 
his habits were frugal, and he could work hard. A hard battle would 
have to be fought, and two rather than one were likely to gain the 
victory. Though it might be dangerous to copy the exam pie, Mr. 
Fawcett did better in the married state what others, as a rule, can only 
hope to accomplish effectively in a siugle condition. 

His life at Bradford passed as happily as the lives of young married 
persons are wont to do when a fairly comfortable competence is still 
further cheered by humble faith. He was au early riser, and after the 
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first part of the morning had been devoted to prayer and readinO', he 
engaged in his daily duties. His love of reading still amountea"'to 11, 

passion, and, next to the Bible, his favourite works were the "Life of 
Matthew Henry," and " Night Thoughts." One of his drawbacks 
~as _the _want_ of books, an~ thi_s led to other difficul~ies, ~'hus an eutry 
m his diary like the followmg 1s abundantly sug~est1ve without needing 
any comment: " In my worldly circumstances, I am at present a little 
in de~~' which I have principally occasioned _by l~ying out money in 
books. Now and then a remark occurs which 1s more droll to us 
than the youthful writer supposed; as, for instance, when he discovers 
that " The Spectator" is "a very ingenious work," without" much scrip
tural divinity.'' 

In this manner life and work went forward until the year 1763, when 
Mr. Fawcett, in accordance with the advice of Christian friends, began 
to speak of the things of God in public. His first attempt was a pro
fitallJe failure; but after a little perseverance he could, speak with 
comtort to himself and to the edification of his hearers. He continued 
to grow in favour until on the death of Mr. Richard Smith, the pastor 
at W ainsgate, young Mr. Fawcett was invited to take charge of the 
church, and he accepted the call in the spring of 1764. "Yesterday 
our goods were removed from Bradford to this place,'' he writes under 
date of May 10th. " A number of the brethren here came with horses, 
and having met us at Haworth, conveyed us forwards, and the goods are 
brought with us. . . . I would now apply with diligence to the 
work incumbent upon me. I am conscious of great weakness and 
inability; but the language of my heart is, 'Lord, help me!' I rose 
before six in the morning, and spent most of the day in regulating my 
books and other things ; at night I was dull and weary. I am favoured 
in my new situation with a convenient study, and almost all the ad
vantages and opportunities I could wish for." What o. blessed pos
session is a heart thankful-a heart at peace with God and the world, 
and content to make the best of life's crosses and cares. The meeting
house at W ainsgate, situated in a wild Yorkshire solitude, was a rude 
little structure capable of seating about a hundred people ; the house 
was small and uncomfortable; the stipend was £25 a year; and yet, 
because he felt that he had a good work, with the Lord on his side, the 
pastor regarded the situation as one abounding with opportunities and 
advantages. 

The first pastor of the church at W ainsgate was Richard Smith, a 
devoted, intrepid evangelist, who, having caught the enthusiasm of 
Grimshaw, carried the gospel into dark secluded Yorkshire vill3:ges 
where the peasant inhabitants were barely civilized. Though assailed 
by enemies characteristic of the times, his labours were abundantly suc
cessful; his words are said to have fallen like millstones among th-e 
hardened and the profane. This is the more remarkable beca~se of t~e
constitutional debility and sickness to which he was subJect .. H1& 
features in middle lifo resembled those of an old man ; and be contmued 
his work while racked with pain. With a conscience tender to the last 
degree ~gainst conformity to the world, he was accnsl,omed to check any 
fotlings of fretfulness or discontent by visiting the poorest members of 
his flock whose privations were greater than his own. The church a.t 
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W11inegate was gathered in 1750, the meeting-house having been named 
nft~r the f~rm on which it was _erected. During the long illness of Mr. 
Smith, which at length ended hie valuable labours, it was not possible to 
supply the pulpit oftener than once a fortnight with a regular preacher; 
and persons who have read the "Life of ,John Foster,'' will remember 
thnt the father of the Essayist was accustomed to read portions of Gur
nall's "Complete Armour'' on the alternate Sabbaths. The comments 
of the pious, judicious reader were frequently as quaint and as edifying 
as the sentiments of the Puritan author. Such was the sphere in which 
Mr. Fawcett found himself at the age of twenty-three; and when we 
realize how widely vice and ungodliness prevailed, and how the nature 
of the people too sadly corresponded with their weird, bleak, wild 
country, we shall see that the outlook was not what a preacher of our 
day wouid call promising, or in any sense inviting. 

We are not surprised to find him beset with fears and discourage
ments at the beginning of his ministry; too great self-assurance on the 
part of 11. youthful pastor is not a healthy symptom. He speaks of being 
plunged into deep distress, and in this condition he would question the 
genuineness of his call to the ministry. At the same time he had 
faithful friends, whose words were a cordial, and one of these was John 
Foster, the weaver, whose afterwards celebrated son was yet unborn. 
On one occasion, in Srptember, 1764, when in one of his darkest moods, 
Mr. Fawcett sat down and penned a desponding note to a brother 
minister: "I compare myself to the parched heath in the wilderness, 
which knoweth not when good cometh. I am continually bowed down 
under a sense of my weakness and foolishness_ I spend my days in 
pain and anguish of mind." Before the letter was finished the friend 
to whom it was addressed walked into the study, and on reading what 
had been written, he cried, "These are my old complaints ; as Rerod 
said of John, they are risen from the dead." Some cheering words were 
spoken and the depression vanished ; Mr. Fawcett said, "I was as one 
made alive from the dead." This battle with outward discouragement, 
and low spirits at home, has still to be fought ; perhaps some of the 
tried will find comfort in the experience of John Fawcett. Under God, 
there is always a solace in work, and so it proved in this instance. 
His ceaseless industry soon produced the best effects. The wilderness 
began to blossom into fruitfulness ; the chapel at W ainsgate became a 
garden of the Lord, and too narrow to accommodate the people who 
came long distances to enjoy its privileges. The gospel was carried 
into the villages, the rooms of cottages sufficing for meeting-places, 
while new stations were formed where flourishing congregations con
tinue to assemble down to the prei,ent time. Two valued local friends 
at this period were the well-known Dan Taylor and Henry Foster, the 
last having become an effective evangelical preacher in London, as 
curate of Mr. Romaine. John Sutliff, who was afterwards a labourer 
in the mission field of India, was originally a member of the church at 
Wainsgate. 

During the spring of 1772 Mr. Fawcett spent nine weeks in London, 
and preached fifty-eight times, or an average of nearly once a day. The 
contrast between the capital and the secluded Yorkshire pastorate was 
very striking to one so observant : but while he could appreciate the 
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novelties of the great city, the chief gratification he enjoyed WIU! the 
BocietJ of tholle leading ChriRtian men whose praise was in all the 
churches, and who hitherto had been known only through their writings 
or common report. He supplied the pulpit of Dr. Gill, who was then 
11earing his end, besides preaching for Dr. Gifford and Mr. Wallin. He 
enjoyed hearing as well as spe11king, having sat under Dr. Conder in 
Pmners' Hall, and Mr. Medley, whose meeting-house stood in Goodme.n's 
Fields. In his week-day rambles, the British Museum, with its " ten 
thousand beauties of nature and art," afforded plenty of food for re
flection. On his return to Wainsgalie, and after the death or Dr. Gill, 
he was i:rnited to the pastorate of Carter Lane, so that if his action had 
been ruled by the promptings of ambition he might probably have en
joyed for more than forty years the position afterwards occupied by Dr. 
Rippon. With rare 1,elf-denial he refused to leave his Yorkshire flock, 
where the stipend was still only £25 a year; but es events were provi
dentially ordered, the pathway of duty was made clear, and in the end 
unselfishness reaped its deserved reward. 

In the year 1773 the attention of Mr. Fawcett and his friends was 
directed to the work of educating young men for the Christian ministry, 
and a circular proposing to found an institution, similar in its design 
to the College at Bristol, was issued in the summer. The work was 
absolutely needed if the denomination was to hold its own, or extend 
its empire. There might still linger many old-fashioned people 
in the 1shades of Yorkshire who thought that a theological training 
necessarily meant a man-made minister; bnt others more enlightened 
saw that learning could be ntilized in the best interests of the church. 
Finding that his design met with some encouragement, Mr. Fawcett en
larged his holli!e, and actively pushed forward his preparations. Besides 
the young men, he also educated a number of boys, so that while he 
combined in himself the theological tutor, the schoolmaster, the pastor, 
and the farmer, we are not surprised at his having to devise ingenious 
expedients for the redemption of time,-s □ch as working out texts in 
bed, until his health suffered from wanL of sleep. Still he not only did 
his work at home, he found time to itinerate in the cause of the gospel 
about his dark native county; and could all his adventures be narrated 
,rn have no doubt they would make a striking story. One day, while 
travelling, he was suddenly overtaken by a severe thunder-storm, which 
at once converted the rivers and brooks into rushing torrents. He 
pushed fomard regardless of peril, not wishing to disappoint the people 
who were expecting a sermon.. On comin~ to a certain bridge he found 
a little crowd watching the rising flood. He halted for a moment, 
and would have proceeded, but the fragile structure was washed away 
Lefore his eyes, and he was providentially saved from death_. 

The association meetings of those days were keenly enJoyed by the 
friends as seasons both pleasant and profitable. Many of those who 
frequented them lived in thinly populated districts, and were deprived 
of the uenefits arising from Christian intercourse. We should !(et some 
curious ;;limpses of Nonconformist life a hundred years ago if we could 
read complete reeords of these assemblies. At or about Whitsuntide, 
177 Q, the bret.hren met at Wainsgate, and because the little chapel 
failed to accommodate half the throng who attended, a platform was 
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erected in the grayeyard, and the services were held in the open air. It 
so happened that Mr. Parker, of Barnoldswiek, had to preach one of the 
sermons ; but that good man somewhat distnrbed the eqnanimity of 
the brethren when they discovered that he was a N oneonformist in more 
senses than one. The conventionalities of clerical attire he totally dis
regarded ; in point of fact he dressed aA he liked, and so closely 
resembled on ordinary Yorkshireman, that Mr. Medley, the popnlar 
Liverpool minister, who donbtlees wore silk stockings, silver bnekles, 
and other acoeeeoriee of the complete gentleman, " could not forbear, 
with his usual frankness, expressing hie regret that one so nnlikely had 
been selected to preach." In what degree Mr. Fawcett was responsible 
for so manifest an indiscretion we are not informed ; but when Mr. 
Parker began to speak the delighted hearers overlooked his plain attire, 
and blessed those who had made the choice. The plain man's sim
plicity, fervour and apt illustrations won the esteem of all present, and 
greatly refreshed them. These times of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord were greatly appreciated, and in the case of Mr. Fawcett 
they must have strengthened his spirit to meet with holy fortitude the 
trials that were to come. Soon afterwards that dreaded sconrge of the 
eighteenth century, the smallpox, entered his household and carried 
off one of his children. He was also himself attacked by a painful 
disorder, which appears to have been a~gravated by strong medicine; 
at all events his health improved when the violent remedies were 
relinquished in favour of more simple prescriptions. 

Jn the meantime the church at Wainsgate became divided in opinion 
on the question of providing a new chapel in a more convenient neigh
bourhood. Some were for advancing; others wished that things should 
remain as they were. Their debates were carried on with some warmth 
on both sides, until Mr. Fawcett, in 1775, hinted at the possibility of 
having to seek a more eligible sphere if the dispntes continned. 

Just about this time his way was opened in a very providential 
manner. The little farm at W ainsgate, which had hitherto prod need 
the chief part of the diet required by the now somewhat extensive 
household, was given up to the proprietor, who wished to till the land 
himself, and Mr. Fawcett was obliged to secnre another farm. At this 
critical conjunctnre, while out preaching, he heard of Brearley Hall, an 
ancient inLeresti.ng family mansion with a farm attached, situated near 
Hebden Bridge. This estate, which had just been purchased by Mr. 
Parker, of Halifax, was well suited to the taste of a man like Mr. 
Fawcett, and the weird, dilapidated aspect of the once aristocratic 
mansion may have captivated his imagination. At first only a few of 
the rooms were tenanted ; but the necessary repai1·s were made, and 
then the lofty, antique entrance hall, with its gallery and time-honoured 
associations, was used as a meeting-place on Sabbath evenings. " The 
situation, in all respects, appeared to correspond with the wishes of the 
family, and to be suited to the purpose to which it was now devoted. In 
many things it was·quite a contrast to the former: the backgrounds there 
were moorlands of vast extent ; but the house now occupied stood upon 
a small eminence, nearly surrounded by a hanging wood, having in 
front n view of the river Calder, and the valley through which it runs 
for a considerable extent, and was adjoining the public road, scarcely 
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finished 11.t_ that time from Halifax into many parts of Lancashire." 
1:he necessity for a new chapel was now more urgent than ever, and a 
site was obtained at Hebden Bridge, which, however, was soon ex
changed for another more rommanding situation. The new structure 
opened in 1777, cost £500, and was at that time thought to be so per~ 
feet a model of neatness and convenience that subsequent chapel
builders in the locality copied the architect's plans. 

The idea of a man's "not wearing his own hair '' is to us sufficiently 
droll ; but in John Fawcett's time a scholar, who aspired to be a gentle
man, needed some amount of courage before he could dispense with " 8 
large white wig," and present himself naturally before the world. Much 
to his credit, the master of Brearley Hall effected this reformation the 
consequence being that, for a time at least, he was hardly recognis~d by 
bis own friends. The discarded wig was given to a humble individual 
who knew how to value it ; but when this individual appeared at the 
Sabbath e,ening lecture in the old hall, the wig had so disguised him 
that the pastor was greatly discomposed, from a nervous apprehension 
that a distinguished stranger was present. Thus from first to last the 
tutor's wig was a source of inconvenience to many persons. 

Althongh he was the pastor of a small country church, Mr. Fawcett 
was held in such high estimation by the Nonconformists throughout 
England, that be might repeatedly have improved his position by re
mo,.al, and in 1792 he was invited to succeed Dr. Evans as Principal of 
Bristol College. It seemed as though nothing could tempt him from 
the people and the locality. He continued to exemplify that singular 
industry which eharacterised him until the time of old age. As a relief 
from harder study, he read biography and works of travel; he greatly 
admired the works of Dr. Johnson. He sometimes sent a letter to a 
popular anthor, and in this manner he numbered among his correspond
ents James Boswell and Hugh Blair. Amid his multifarious labours 
be set up a printing press in his own house, finding in the printer's 
art a pleasant recreation. 

Many useful young men were educated at Brearley Hall ; several, 
and among them William Ward, distinguished themselves in the 
mis!oion field, but chief of the band must be named John Foster, whose 
essays and letters are to-day a choice portion of England's classic 
literature. A humble weaver, but pious, highly intelligent, and fond 
of books, the elder Foster had all along been a choice friend of Mr. 
Faw-cett's; and when John, the son, joined the church in early youth, 
while he gave abundant evidence of being endowed with rare genius, 
the gratitude of the father must have been echoed back by the heart of 
the pastor. It was evident that 1mch a lad was not designed by God to be 
a weaver, and the future Essayist became a student at Brearley Hall. 
"His venerable pastor, Dr. Fawcett," says Mr. Ryland in his life ?f 
Foster, "and other friends who had watched with deep interest his 
early thoughtfulness and piety, urged him to dedicate his talents to 
the Chrisl-ian ministry." The venerabl,e man alluded to, as master 
of Brearley Hall, was somewhat over forty years of age and con
siderably short of fifty when he received his brilliant pupil; while the 
doctor·s diploma, never coveted, was as yet far off. When he con
trasted Dr. Fawcett with his own more elderly sire, Foster in 1787 
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must have seen in his estimable tutor a comparatively young man. 
He could not, however, have found a more judicious adviser or a 
heE1rtier friend. So for as it was possible for such a spirit to be at 
home in this world, John Foster was at home at Brearley Hall. The 
situntion of the house and the facilities afforded by the neighbourhood 
for solitary meditation accorded with his tastes, while the tutor's 
library allowed of his reading largely in several departments of litera
ture. There he lived for three years before his removal to Bristol 
College, an enigma to himself, and hardly understood by his nearest 
friends. 

After twenty years' residence in the house, Mr. Fawcett's tenancy of 
Brearley expired in 1796 ; ann now assisted by his son, he removed his 
educational establishment to Ewood Hall. Some years later, at the age 
of sixty-five, he retired from the school and college, and on a small 
estate he called Macbpelah a dwelling-house was erected, beside which 
a vault was constructed in the hill-side for the reception of the remains 
of himself and family at death. There he spent the last years of his life, 
busy to the last ; there he buried the wife of his youth and old age, 
after a union of more than half a century; and thence, at length, he 
was himselfcarried to die at the house of his son, Ewood Hall. 

As an author Dr. Fawcett proved him!lelf to be possessed of capacities 
of no mean order. Though not so complete as it might have been bad 
not the days of his youth been occupied in mastering a trade, his learn
ing was still far in advance of that of the majority who have commanded 
every advantage. His stores of knowledge were most extensive, his 
fancy was lively, his temperament genial; and having the tact which 
readily utilizes the right thing at the right time, we need not wonder 
that a rich unction characterized his preaching, charming to experienced 
Christians, and attractive to all. During the delivery of some of his 
happiest discourses, congregations would be greatly moved. The 
illustrations he used were always appropriate and clear. Take as an 
example the following from the sermon on the journey from this world 
to the next: 

"Mark yon poor cottager; his dwelling is mean and ready to fall. 
The windows are shattered, the roof is broken, and in the walls are 
many chinks and openings ; you pity him and tell him that his house is 
sorely out of repair; he answers with composure, I know it is so, but 
that gives me little concern; for I am going to flit : I shall soon re
move into a more comfortable and commodious dwelling, which my 
kind benefactor, as an act of unmerited love, has built, furnished, and 
prepared for me. I shall therefore joyfully quit this crazy abode in which 
I suffer many inconveniences. Apply this to the afflicted Christian. 
His body is enfoebled, shattered, and broken by disease, but he knows 
he is going to leave it, and this expectation supports and relieves him. 
"\Ve know that when the earthly house of thii! tabernacle is dissolved, we 
have a better to go to, a building of God, a house not made with ha,nds, 
eternal in the heavens." 

Of his general literary works we should single out the " Essay on 
Anger" as being the best ; such was at one time its popularity that 
many editions were sold in a comparatively short time. The style of this 
work is very captivating ; the chapters are extremely rich in scriptural 
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tl'aching, w~ile the knowledge of human nature displnyed ie such 
n.s does credit to the tutor of John Foster. In a fuw words it is not 
eRSy to convey a worthy idea of the value of such a work; but of the 
qnality of the illustrations some notion may be obtained from the 
following on t.he limits of anger :-

" It is recorded to the honour of Edward the Third, commonly called 
the C'onfes8oi-, that one day being laid down upon the bed, one of the 
domestics. who did not know that he was in the room, stole some money 
ont of a chest he found open, which the king let him carry off, without 
saying a word. Presently after, the boy returned to make a second 
att~mpt ; the king called out ~o him. without any violence of passion, 
'S1rrah, yon had better be satisfied with what you have got; for if my 
chamberlain come and catch you he will not only take away what you 
have stolen but also whip you severely.' The chamberlain coming in 
and missing the money, fell into a great rage ; but the king calmly said 
to him, ' Be content ; the chest should not have been left open, the temp
tation was too strong for the poor youth ; he wanted money more than we 
do, and there is still enough left for us.' " 

He wrote several other works, all of which in their day were well 
received, and were made abundantly useful. His "Advice to Youth" 
became instrumental in the conversion of many persons. "The Sick 
Man's Employ" was especially valued by the afflicted. " The Devotional 
Family Bible," in three quarto volumes was his most voluminous under
taking; and such a work, commenced and completed after he had 
retired from active business, was a surprising monument of the energy 
which may still charaeterize the Christian in life's declining years. As 
a poet the doctor was hardly destined to shine, his more ambitious 
pieces having long since been forgotten by those readers who are not 
accustomed to hunt over old books. He had a keen relish for the 
bP.st poetry, but he showed some eccentricity when he combatted 
the Socinianism of Priestly in a pamphlet of rhyme. Some of his 
hvmns, however, are still popnlar ; such, for example, as, " Blest be the 
tie that binds"; and "Religion is the chief concern," etc. 

The memory of John Fawcett is still green among the Yorkshire 
churches, and he deserves to be remembered as one of the most useful 
men of his time. One of the doctor's panegyrists, in the stereotyped 
phraseology once fashionable, tells ns, "he was an affiectionate husband, 
the best of fathers, a kind master, and good neighbour" ; but such rhe
torical commonplaces may well be dispensed with in the case of trans
parent worth. Dr. Fawcett achieved what he did, not because he could 
boast of a brilliant genius, but because from early yonth the grace of 
God rnled his life, and blessed the efforts Qf his uncommon industry. 
Young reader, do thou likewise I 
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~isni.on ~lork in ~.crmonbst};?. 
GREEN WALK MISSION. 

THE fourth turning on the left of the Bermondsey New Road, 
looking towards Tooley-street, is called Green Walk. Its ver

dure has long since departe<i. It is a short street, having on one side 
a workshop and a few small houses ; and upon the other some back 
gardens, an old warehouse-now transformed into a working men's 
club-and a factory. At the right-hand end corner it opens into another 
small street, which is generally approached by its other entrance; so 
that Green Walk possesses most of the disadvantages of a "No 
thoroughfare." In the rooms of the working men's club, just mentioned, 
a band of Christian workers has for nine years .carried on the Green 
Walk Mission. At first, four Sunday evening services were advertised, 
without any idea· of a permanent work being established. These had so 
manifest a blessing restinQ' upon them that the promoters felt the call of 
God to continue them. Week by week new workers were added, con
verts were made, and new agencies of Christian usefulness were em
ployed. A Sunday school, tract ~ociety, mothers' meeting, and open 
air services were commenced at various times daring the first two years 
of the history of the Mission, as the suitable workers were sent and the 
need of each new effort was felt. God's blessing bas rested upon the 
whole up to this day; and the Mission has now all the ordinary means 
employed by our churches for extending the Saviour's kingdom. The 
efforts of the workers have been entirely directed to seeking the salva
tion of souls. They have felt that to get men and women to seek after 
and obtain the "one thing needful " is an all-absorbing work. They 
have had sufficient evidence that a converted man will generally become 
better off as concerns this world also ; and that the best method of 
what is called "elevating the masses " is to preach Christ to them. 

The results of the work are such as to call forth much gratitude. 
Hardly a month has passed without some fresh convert giving abundant 
evidence of the power of God's Spirit working in the Mission. The 
names have been obtained of between eighty and ninety who have 
joined with the visible church of Christ, either at the Tabernacle or 
elsewhere, having first decided for Jesus at Green Walk. And, in addi
tion to these, very many who have moved Rway, or have died, or are still 
in the congregation, though not yet church members, have given satis
factory evidence that they have found the Saviour. 

All along a difficulty has been experienced in teaching the converts 
the duty of Reeking Christian ordinances, outside of their spiritual 
birth place; but as the great majority of the workers are members of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle they have generally been led to join there. At 
the same time we know that Mr. Fl"ancis Tucker, at Camden Town; 
Mr. Page, at Regent Street ; Mr. Brown, at Dmmmond Road; the 
Church of the Pilgrim Fathers, New Kent Road; and other places have 
received trophies of divine grace from Green Walk. In addition to 
the results recorded above there are in the; Sunday-school children and 
young people whom the teachers would gladly recommend for church 



532 IIHSHON WORK IN BERMONDSEY. 

fellowi,hip, and who would certainly seek it if they had not to go away 
from their own place to do so. 

The Sunday evening services are, of course, the central pert of the 
whole mission work. There is an average attendRnce of over two 
hundred .. After the service a prayer-meeting is held, which has often 
been a '' time of harvest." Since the return of the Mission to Green 
Walk, in the early part of the ~ear, after ii:.'! temporary absence while 
the club was being rebuilt, very few Sunday evenings have passed with
out anxious enquirers staying behind to learn more of the way of life. 
On Tuesday evening is the weekly prayer-meeting : this has been, 
since its commencement, a time of the richest spiritual refreshment to 
the workers. It has often been called the thermometer of the Mission 
marking the rise or decline of the spirit of zeal and earnestness of 
God's people. On Thursday evening is the usual service. The attend
ance at both these services .aries from fifty to seventy. A smaller 
pra~er-meeting is held on Saturday evening. 

The Sunday-school bas grown until it now numbers four hundred 
children : this is the average attendance : there are many more names 
on the books : there are thirty teachers, and several more would be most 
usefld. There are separate rooms for Bible-classes of young men and 
women ; and an infant class of over one hundred and fifty children. The 
usual Sunday-school machinery is in active movement,-sucb as a special 
service for children, both Sunday morning and evening-a library, a 
weekly Bible-class for senior girls, a Band of Hope, an annual parents' 
meeting, excursions, etc. In a large proportion of the classes there are 
little ones who give evidence of a change of heart. At the last excur
sion two little girls went away from their playmates to pray with one 
another in the adjoining wood. He who saw Nathanael "under the 
fig tree," doubtless, marked the children. A little girl, converted a few 
weeks back, brought her superintendent, the same week, a flower in 
token of her gratitude and joy. Does not her gift typify the love which 
all believing hearts give gladly to thoRe who are made the instruments 
of their salvation? 

The oldest part of the mission work, outside of the Sunday evening 
service, is the tract society. The number of distributors has varied 
from twenty to thirty since its commencement. Between the annunl 
meetings of 1878-79, eleven hundred and twenty-one visits were paid 
to the districts. As the latter consist of about twenty houses each, and 
as each house averages two families, both of whom the distributor tries 
to reach, it will be evident that much spiritual instruction is thus given. 
The principal tracts exchanged are Mr. Spurgeon's sermons. A young 
sister, in going round her district one bitterly cold day last winter, 'Yas 
the means of bringing a man to a sense of sin through his remarkmg 
her holy zeal in the work of God. He has since found the Saviour, a~d 
has recently joined the church at the Tabernacle. One of the dis
tributors being away from her district one Sanday, several persons from 
the street she visits came to her house the same week to enquire after her. 
The female distributors most readily gain admittance to the hous~s. 
Any Christian friends willing to engage in this work will be heartily 
welcomed to 59, Bermondsey New Road, any Sunday afternoon. The 
friends meet there for prayer at three o'clock, before going to their work. 
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One of the brethren engaged in thi11 work also finds time to organize 
the getting und giving 11,way of small tracts. He collects the money 
from various sources, principally from the tract distributors themselves. 
and as a sa.mple of the work done, he reports that over sixteen thomiand 
small trads have been distributed since the beginning of the year. 
Lust year the Open Air Mission and the Baptist Tract Society kindly 
gave several free grants to the Mission. 

The distress met with in visiting often compels temporary assistance 
as far as the resources of the Mission will allow. If some generous 
Christians living in the suburbs, awHy from the poverty and suffering of 
the great city, would enable these friends to meet some of the most 
pressing necessities they come across, their gifts would be carefully por
tioned out and the blessing of Christ-" Inasmuch as ye did it unto one 
of the least of these, ye did it unto Me''-would be theirs. 

There is a large mothers' meeting conducted on Wednesday after
noons: between fifty and sixty mothers attend. The first hour is spent 
in sewing and attending to the orders for material, which is sold to the 
mothers at cost price, with the extra advantage of gradual payment. 
The second hour is spent in a religious service. One sister after another 
has been raised up to preside over this meeting, and though the changes 
have been frequent, 11,nd the president is now laid aside by long illness, 
yet it has never wanted a God-sent woman, with her heart in the work, 
to seek to lead the mothers to the cross. Many women who could not 
attend an evening service, and others who dared not, through the oppo
sition of their husbands, find a welcome opportunity for religions 
instruction at this meeting. It is believed that a larger share of 
spiritual blessing has been granted to this part of the work during the 
past twelve months than at any other period of its history. 

In the spring of the year several dissolving view services were held in 
the Mission. Admission was by free tickets, given to those who, as far 
as could be gathered, never enter the house of God. A short sermon 
preceded the pictures. The latter illustrated religious subjects only. 
The results were most pleasing. The sort of people for whom the 
special effort was intended came in large numbers, and the solemn 
attention paid while the story of redemption was presented to both ear 
and eye, was most marked. It is hoped that these special services will 
be continued this autumn; but they are attended with considerable 
expense. Last Good Friday a tea and public meeting was helu in the 
Mission, which was an experiment to see if the people could be got at in 
their holiday time. The result was a crowded room, and, best of all, 
the blessing of God in "saving some." A young friend, seeking Christ 
before, decided that night for him. And the sister of one of the 
workers began to seek that dear S,iviour, whom she has since found. 

But any account of the Green Walle Mission would be most incom
plete without a description of the outdoor services. On Sunday morning 
the platform, bearing the name of the i\Iission in large gilt letters upon 
the front, is set up at the top of tile Bermondsey New-road, at its 
junction with the two Kent roads. This is a most suitable position. A 
congregation gathers quickly if the we1t1 her be at all propitious. And here 
for six months out of the twelve the l\fission testifies for Christ in the 
midst of many Sabbath-breakers, and those who refuse to attend the 

37 
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hom,e of God. There are over twelve regular preachers, who have a earl! 
given them each month bearing their appomtments. Upon a recent 
Sunday morning after this service a man followed one of the brethren 
home, seeking Christ with many tears. He has since professed faith in 
the Saviour. But this is not the only outdoor meeting. Before both 
Tue1>day and Thursday services there are meetings held in the Ber
mond8cy New-road. The results fully reward the self-denial which 
must always be exercised in this class of work for Christ. Case after 
case could be given of those who were first arrested by the song or 
sermon heard at the street corner, and who are now themselves speaking 
for Jesus. One of the most pleasing cases resulting from last year's 
open-air work was the conversion of a costermonger, now busily 
engaged on Sunday evenings in bringing up his companions to hear the 
"news" which has proved so "good" to himself. 

The opposition met with bas been, on the whole, very slight. Care 
has been taken to consult the powers that preside at the police-station 
when any difficulty bas arisen, thus keeping on the side of "those who 
are in authority," rather than resisting them. 

The work of sick visiting is found to be of immense importance in 
connection with the Mission. A volume could be filled with accounts 
of persons visited when in the grasp of the messenger of an offended 
God, and horrified at the thought of meeting him " in their sins.'' This 
is, perhaps, the most wearying, but certainly the most exciting work 
that can be attempted for God. The despair and fear to be allayed, the 
ignorance to be dispelled, at other times the stolid indifference to be 
shaken off, and the all too short time to do anything in, makes the 
visitation of the sick and dying most solemn work. A brother in the 
Mission who does mnch of this, says, about a death that he recently 
visited, "The Lord keep me from seeing another sight like that." On 
the other hand, some are found Christless, bnt give abundant testimony 
before they die that they are "safe in the arms of Jesus." At the 
gates above there will be found, " Waiting and watching" for the sick 
visitors from Green Walk, some whose testimony of faith in the Saviour , 
was only given with their dying breath. 

Kow a word or two about the friends who are carrying on this work. 
No paid agency is employed ; all are working out of love for their 
Master and the sonls whom he died to save. These workers are prin
cipally members of the Tabernacle church. Members of other churches 
have always been welcomed, and from time to time most of the con
gregations around have yielded some good helpers to the cause. Al
though the Green Walk Mission would be ashamed to steal any earnest 
worker from another sphere of labour, yet when it finds a sword lying 
by, as David fonnd Goliath's wrapped up in a cloth, the Mission has no 
objection to take it up and use it. Amongst the most earnest workers 
are those who found Christ in the Mission. These are to be seen 
in all departments of the work. Several teachers were once scholars in 
the school. Indeed, a special characteristic of the converts of the 
Mission is a desire at once to " teach others also." As there 
is no Sunday morning service in the Mission, and some of _the 
young converts, who are also workers, are engaged at that time 
in the school and open air service, the question may be asked-
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When are they more fully instructed in the things of God ? The 
answer is, that while the Sunday evening service is generally directed to 
bringing men to decision for Christ, the week evening services are often 
devoted to carefully training the souls he has given to the Mission to 
"nurse for him." Fresh workers ere always wanted. The prayer is 
ever rising up from the Mission, '' Send forth mor'3 labourers into the 
harvest." The jo_v attending the work is very great : the conversions 
are very varied and interesting. Not a few times in the Mission have 
husband and wife found Christ within a few days of each other. Often 
when one member of a family is blessed others are soon brought from 
the same household. In one family, four ; in another, three ; in many 
two have followed one another in professing Jesus. God has used most 
singular means to draw sinners to himself. A Christian sister offered a 
men sixpence to put in the collecting box of the mission if he would 
attend one service; it was upon the occasion of a visit by Mr. Charles
worth, who preached, and who was accompanied by some of the boys 
from the Orphanage to sing. The man took the sixpence, came, was 
interested, repeated his visit, and was .soon rejoicing that he had found 
the "Pearl of great price." He is now an earnest Sunday-school 
teacher in the Mission. It may interest some to know tha,t he has re
paid the sixpenc~. One evening a woman followed her husband, who 
said he was going to one of the open-air services, snspecting that he 
meant to go elsewhere. Standing behind him, she herself heard the 
Word and was saved. A few tent services held last year in the Ber
mondsey New Road resulted in happy cases of conversion. Several 
times God has blessed the reading of a hymn in a service. " Rock of 
Ages," " I heard the voice of Jesus," '' Lo, on a narrow neck of laud," 
and "Who'll be the next to follow Jesus ?" have been amongst the 
number thus blessed. It would take many pages of this magazine to 
tell a tenth fart of the happy results of the work. 

As to the outward circumstances of the Green Walk Mission, they 
are as follows :-The sum wanted to carry on the work is about £120 
a year, without including the Sunday-school, which needs some £50 or 
£60 more. Up to the present year this sum has been principally sup
plied by two or three friends. In February last the system of weekly 
offerings was commenced in the Sunday evening service. The congre
gation has responded heartily, but as it does not consist of wealthy 
persons the Mission is still dependent on help from without. A few 
friends outside of the Mission give largely and constantly. May God 
bless them, and increase their number. It wes.Jioped that before now a 
site would have been secured for building a Mission Hall, commensurate 
with the growing necessities of the work. As yet God has not opened 
the door in that direction. At the same time the workers in the Mission 
have subscribed amongst themselv.es over £100, to be the nucleus of a 
building fund. At the present time the prayers of God's people are 
earnestly requested that God will continue to grant suitable accommo
dation for the mission work, as just now great difficulties have arisen 
concerning the premises it now uses. 

If any doubt whether the work of God, in speaking for Jesus, is the 
most delightful employment on earth, or whether the name of Jesus, 
though spoken by feeble tongues, is the power of God unto salvation, 
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let them p11y a visit to Green W1tlk. For all the children of God who 
read this pa.per we can pray no better prayer than that of Moses,
" Wonld that all the Lord'-s people were prophets," would th11.t they all 
sp?ke for t~eir Master _according to ee.o~ one's nhility. Then should 
this greet city be speedily brooght to !us feet. Dear reader, liave you 
bl'f!Tl brought there as yet? 

BY TROTTIE G--. 

I FOUND a shell upon the shore, 
A tiny shell-'twas nothing more, 

And I took it up with a tender care, 
Fearing to crush what looked so fair, 

That little shell. 

I placed the shell a.ga.inst my ear, 
And lo ! a sound I was charmed to bear 
Seemed like the ocean's troubled rou, 
As, wildly dashing on the shore, 

Its fury breaks. 

And then I wondered how a shell 
E'er gained the power to sing so well 
A truthful song of ocean life-
So full of change, so full of strife, 

So wild withal. 

And as I thought, a voice replied
Seemingly speaking by my side-
"' Deep in the ocean buried long, . . 
That's where the little shell learnt its song, 

'Mid rolling waves 

" Lost in the deeps and wildly tossed, 
By many a cruel tempest crossed, 
How could the little fragile thing 
But of the ocean learn to sing ? 

'Twas ever there." 

And then my heart a lesson read, 
A lesson from the ocean bed : 
" How can I best my Saviour know ? 
How learn to serve him here below 

With all my power?" 

And the little shell thus answered me, 
In words it had learnt in the depths of the sea : 
" Buried in the ocean of his love, 
His truth and goodness thou shalt prove 

For evermore." 
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Spm-geon'., Ilbrntrated Almanacli for 
1880 is now rendy, price one penny. 
We le1tve our renders ench one to make 
his own review. John Plougl,man's 
Sheet Almanack is also on the road. 

Religious Tract Society Card.,. Very 
charming nre the two packets of chromo
lithogrnpbed "Birds and Blossoms" 
from pnintin"'B by Henry Bright, at ls. 
Thesecontai~ birds from spring to winter, 
so that each month you ce.n send a fresh 
winged messenger to your ;ricnd. T~e 
Christmas and New Years Cards, m 
packets of six or twelve for 6d., according 
to their size, are of such a character that 
we do not know whether most to admire 
their beautyor their cheapness. Christmas 
Greetings are cheaper still, and will pl~ase 
many, but they are hardly so attra~t1ve. 
Sunday School Reward Tickets, prmted 
in gold and colours, 36 for 3d. Can 
anything heat this ? Seeds of Truth, at 
three!lence per dozen, we do not much 
admire. Looking unto Jesus : texts well 
selected, designs pleasing, price 6d. per 
dozen cards. Altogether the Religious 
Tract Societv will hold its own in the 
matter of cards to be sent by post. 
In large coloured cards fit for framing 
we know of nothing more delicious t,han 
Heart Melodies, four for 2s. 6d., or 
Morning Joy and Evening Blessing, fom.
for ls. Homes may readily be made 
bright with fair designs in many colou1·s, 
surrounding priceless promises or golden 
precepts. 

Protestant Recruits: a Record of Modern 
Priests, Monks, Nuns, and Theologi
cal Students, who have left the 
Church of Rome. Compiled by MoN
TAGU RussELL BuTLER. A. S. Mal
lett, 68 and 70, Wardour Street, 
Soho, W. 

SIXPENCE is rather much for this pamph
let· but as the sale will be limited, it 
co~ld hardly be issued. for ~e~s. This 
list shows that changes m rehg10us pro
fossion are not all Rome- wards, but 
that some who have fallen into the deep 
ditch of the Papacy may yet be drawn 
out of it. We are astonished as well as 
encouraged by this list of converts. 
Some of the names ore those of men of 
mark. Our readers will probably be 

nstonishe<l ns they read the following 
paragraph;-" It is alleged by some, 
that only the unimportant and ignorant 
members of the Roman Church come 
over to our side. Jn,tbe List of Priest
seceders, however, wbich is now pub
lished. will be founrl tbe names of a 
Prince-Bishop, two Vicars-Apostolic, a 
Vicar-General, two Abbots, a Prior, two 
Canons, a University Chancellor, a 
Synodal Exa~iner, a. Missionary-~p~s
tolic, a Chaplam Mag1strar, a Provmc1al 
Physician, three Superiors of Convents, 
four Knights, a. College Founder, a 
Librarian of a Papal College, a. Prefect 
of Studies, a Private Censor, a Licen
tiate in Divinity, fourteen Professors 
of Divinity, two Professors of l\iloral 
Theology, two Professors of Philosophy, 
a. Professor of Greek and Hebrew, a 
Professor of Canon Law, a Professor of 
Controver8y, a Professor of Rhetoric, a 
Professor of Belles Lettres, twenty-fow· 
Doctors of Divinity, Philolo:zy, a.ad 
Theology; three members of t~e Holy 
Inquisition, including the Qu~hficatore 
and Secretary, and the followmg mem
bers of the Papal Staff:-Chamberla.in, 
Prefect of the Guard of Honour, Capel
lano Cantore Poutifico, and Librarian.'' 

The Weather and Climatic rhanges. 
By OBsERVATOR. F. E. Longley, 39, 
Warwick-lane. 

As everybody talks about th~ weather, 
the reader of Obse1·vator's httle book 
will be enabled to retail a little useful 
knowledge upon the hacknied topic. 
and so give a little freshness ~o a very 
stale subject. It is a theme which some 
of us would like to forget, but as 
Samuel Butler would say-

" We old sinners hl\ve e.ll points 
0' ihe compass 'in our bo~es o.n_d joints; 
Can by our pa.ins and a.ch1ugs liaLi 
.A.ll turns nnd changes of the wind." 

We know the weather feeli11gly, and ce~
tainly never knew such a year as t~us 
present. Observator hllS ma~e ~n m
teresting oollection of facts which 1s very 
cheap at sixpence. He says-

,, An evening roll and o. morning grey1 
Are snre sigus of a, fine dlty; . 
Ba tho evening grey ,ulll tl.te mor111ng re<!,: 
l'ut un your hll.t or you'll wet your head. 
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Remi11,.•re11ce.1· of Collec;e Life in R,·i.•tol, 
By }'RED. TRESTRAlL, F.R..G.S. E. 
Marlborough and Co. 

Vl'E are truly i;trateful that our old and 
well-beloved friend, Mr. Trestrail has 
been induced to record his ;emi
niscences of college life in Bristol. 
It woi;,ld ha,-e been a thousand pities if 
he had paFsed away from us and the 
church had lost these interesting memo
~nda. It was well that they appeared 
m The Bapti.•t 1Hac:azine, but it 1s better 
still that they should be issued in a 
separate volume. °"re have obtained 
a better idea of Robert Hall from 
these reminiscences than from any bio
graphy of him. A number of other 
Baptist worthies appear before us in 
these pa!?es, but Mr. Hall is the 
centre of the group. We will not say 
that Mr. Trestrail acts as Boswell to the 
great preacher, but we fancy that he had 
sufficient reverence for him to have 
served in that capacity with delight. 
Tre.strail has a deal more judgment than 
Boswell, and does not record mere 
trivialities, but he is eTidently an intense 
votary of his hero. This book is a 
very pretty piece of personal history 
worthy to be read by all Baptists oft.he 
present age who would like to see how 
things went on fifty years ago. 

We commt>nd to all ministers the 
remarks which follow, upon the cha
racter of Robert Hall's ministry. In 
these days of sensationalism and wild 
speculation, it is well to note how the 
great men of the past behaved them
selves in the house of God. 

"In the most admired of his sermons, 
and invariably in all his preaching, there 
was one excellence of a moral kind in 
which few eloquent preachers have ever 
equalled, and none ever did or will sur
pass him. It was so remarkable and 
ob,-ious, that the reader (if having been 
also a hearer of Mr. Hall) will have 
gone before me when I name-oblivion 
of self. The preacher appeared wholly 
absorbed in his subject-given up to its 
possession, as the single actuating prin
ciple and impnlse of the mental achieve
ment which he was, as if unconsciously, 
performing ;-as ij unconsciously-for 
it was impossible it could be literally so; 
yet hi, absorption was so evident, there 
was so clear an absence of every sign 
betraying vanity, as to leave no doubt 

that reflection on himself, the tncit 
thought, 'It is I that nm displ11yina this 
excellence of speech,' was the faintest 
action of his mind. 

"Besides this hi~h morn\ attribute 
there was another charneteristic not les; 
remarkable-his hnbitually refraining 
from all attemr,ts to r,enetrnte the un
known. He never passed the limits of 
a~certainable truth. 'Speculative pro
cesses of thou:rht seemed to hnve no 
attr:1ction for him if they ceased to be 
susceptible of proof.' Ho,vever ardent 
his progre~s towards the end he pro
pos~d to himself, or_ however great his 
~xc1tement at the time, he wns aware, 
m a moment, when he approached the 
limit, nnd stopped without the least sio-n 
that he felt suddenly checked in his 
career, or any indication of a desire to 
hazard an incursion beyond the ground 
of evidence into the region of the un
known. • He would indicate how near, 
and in what direction, lay the shaded 
frontier; butadared not, did not seem 
ever tempted, to invade its "majesty of 
darkness."' Hence, unlike many other 
~e!l of genius, he did not indulge in 
v1S1onary modes of thou,ght, nor mere 
dreams of fancy. The desire to pass the 
limits which necessarily surround all 
finite beings, when it has become a 
passion with men of lofty intellects, may 
be a luxury, but it is oftener the bane 
and curse of their lives." 
The New Biblical Atlas and Scripture 

Gazetteer. The Maps by W. and A. 
K. Johnston. Religious Tract Society. 

THIS excellent atlas contains well drawn 
maps, amended and enlarged by the dis
coveries of recent explorers. They 
have been furnished by Messrs. W. and 
A. K. Johnston, whose names will be a 
guarantee of accuracy, and they include 
all that will be needed by the student 
of Scripture. The new Gazetteer is an 
admirable idea : under the name of each 
place yoµ get all needful information, 
together with a collection of all the 
references made to it in Holy Scripture. 
Passages of Scripture would often be 
better understood if readers would refer 
to a map, and we clo not think that 
there is a better Biblical Atlas extant 
than this which is now before us. It is 
exceedingly well and carefully produced, 
and ought to be upon the table of every 
student of Holy Scripture. 
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Tlrn Act of Bapti.,m in tlie Hi.,tory of 
tlie Chri.,tian Clmrcl1. By HENRY S. 
RunnAoP.. Philadelphia: American 
Bnptist Publication Society. 

BAPTISTS hnve so long relied upon the 
scripturnlness of their position for the 
extension of their principles as to have 
neglected very largely other 1md vnlunble 
menns of mnking known their beliefs. 
The works, too, tbnt hnve been written 
Bs showing theh· reason for existence 
have been either too scholarly or too 
bulky for general reading: but here is 
a small yet invaluable handbook on the 
act of baptism which is full of the fruits 
of wide reading and scholarly research, 
and all used to show that baptism by 
immersion is the ordinance of the Scrip
tures. A line of testimony is clearly 
made out, beginning with the apostles 
and ending with the Baptists of the 
present day, showing how the ordinance 
has been preserved in its integrity by 
the "immersers." The quotations are 
given in" Notes" at the end of the book, 
in their original form, and this makes 
the work exceedingly valuable. No 
better book could be given to an en
quirer upon this particular subject, and 
we wish every Baptist father would 
place it in the hands of bis children, 
who would then know," What mean ye 
by this service?" 

Everlasting Punishment not Everlasting 
Pain. By RonERT REYNOLDSON, 
London : Elliot Stock. 

IF assumption is as good as argument, 
.and dogmatism as good as demonstra
tion in proof of the truth of a position, 
then this pamphlet is unassailable, for 
it is full of dogmatic assumption. In
.stead of the infallible standard of Scrip
ture, we are constantly referred to the 
"instincts of humanity," and thus a 
kind of religious rationalism is substi
tuted in place of devout faith in the 
Bible and its declarations. We should 
fear the results of the publication of 
this pamphlet were it not as feeble as it 
is fallacious-which is saying a g1·eat 
deal. Materialism under the guise of 
annihilation will need to get more manly 
and more powerful to win many con
verts, and even then we shnll prefer the 
manliness and power of Jesus Christ. 

llflrmm,y of the FoY.r Gospel.,. By 
EnwARD RonrNsoN, D.D., LL.D. 
Edited by BENJAMIN DAvrns, Ph.D. 
London: Religious Tract Society. 

THP. Tract Society never renders better 
service, nor more obliges the Christian 
church, than when it issues cheap re
prints of standard worb of reference 
for Bible study. Robinson has long 
been a favourite with students unac
quainted with the original, or possessing 
but little time for searching, and his 
book is always reliable and suggestive. 
This compact edition ought ta have a 
large sale with Sunday-school teachers, 
and, indeed, with all lovers of the New 
Testament. 

Good Anchorage: a Series of Religious 
Services for the use of Sailors at Sea. 
By DANIEL BROTCHIE, Chaplain to 
Seamen, Greenock. Glasgow: Por
teous Brothers. 

THESE short services-made up of a 
brief sermon, two prayers, and a selec
tion of Scripture readings-are designed 
for the use of captains at sea. Some of 
the sermons are first-rate, and all are 
plain and sensible. They will do good, 
and we sincerely wish for the book a 
laro-e sale, for it is an excellent attempt 
to 

O 
minister to Jack's spiritual needs 

when at sea. It is an all-alive little 
book, and we most heartily commend it. 
By the way, the other day the cap~nin 
of the European squadron of the U mted 
States navy invited C. H. S. to preach 
on board his ship. Nothing but an early 
sailing prevented the service. It will 
be a Iona while before such a request 
comes f;om an English man-of-war. 
State-church trammels are felt in all 
directions . 

Heavenwards: Loving Words for Girls. 
By A. E. WINTER. London: S. W. 
Partridge and Co. 

THE authoress of these short 'portions 
for mornino- and evening reading ha.s 
desio-ned th~m for girls of the working 
and ~ervant class generally, and we think: 
she has succeeded tolerably well. They 
are essentially loving words, neither 
aspiring to great novelty nor depth, an_d 
humble 11s is the altempt, we trust 1t 
may be largely blessed. 
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G<Jspr.l Hym11 rrnd Time Book. 
delphil\, U.S. : American 
Publication SocieLy. 

Phill\
Baptist 

ALTHOUGH we ~bould scarcelv ea.II this, 
as it is cntiiled, a choice coilection of 
hymns nn<l music, yet we think that it 
is a very plausible, nnd partially succe~s
ful, attempt to improve the congrega
t.ional singing of the Baptist churcl{e~. 
There arc many tunes in this little col
lection to which we are introduced for 
the fin-t time. and though some of them 
have the swing and go which are so 
largely in demand, we are old-fa&hioned 
and ignorant enough to prefer our older 
friends which have done duty for many 
ccnturie,, :m<l are not worn out yet. 
Still, tastes differ, and never more t"han 
in musical matter,; if this Tune Book 
is a gno<l one it will li,·e, even tbou(Th 
we s~ould not duly have appreciated it. 

What is ,IJ01lr life? By Rev. ,v. HAY 

M.. H. Ain.Es, M.A. John F. Shaw 
and Co., 48, Paternoster Row. 

WE ha..-e Lere a reries of addresses de
livered in Exeter Hall, by request of 
the Young Men's Christian Association, 
to the young men of London. They 
are well adapted to the occasion, and 
deserve to be widely diffused. Few, if 
any, of the most prominent Christian 
teachers at the present time could have 
been better selected for such a purpose. 
Mr. Aitken may be trusted by all wLo 
love Christ and tLe souls of their fellow
men botL for the subject and manner of 
his teaching. ,ve could not endorse 
some of his statements which seem to 
be anti-Calvinistic, but e.s a rule he is 
just what e.n evangelist in the present 
age ought to be ; and, though belonging 
to the Church of England, he is not 
ashamed to break through its conven
tionalities that tLe gospel may be more 
extensively known. 

His addresses do not aim at mere 
excitement. The intellectual and emo
tional are happily combined. No im
pressions are attempted to be produced 
but such as result from the force of 
truth and the familiar illustration with 
which it is accompanied. Although 
addresses of this kind differ much from 
theological lectures, the following quo
tation will serve to sLow that clear 
statements upon fundamental doctrines 
can be made wLe11 re<Juired :-" "'hen 

God elected to extend me1·cy towards 
t.he fallen world, he also ml\de up his 
min<l that that mercy should be a double 
blessin~; and in orde1· thnt it might be 
11 double blessing, he took core thnt his 
mercy should not he bestowed promis
cuonsly, so to speak, but that it should 
be bestowed in such a form, that on 
the one hand, the majesty of God's law 
an<l t.he eternal and ohnngeless antipathy 
of God e.gninst sin should be clearly 
manifested to t.he eyes of nil; while, on 
the other hand, the moral cbarach:11· of 
the sinner should be so completely 
ch,mged and revolutionized, thut, in
stead of mercy being n premium on 
guilt, on the contrary, mercy should 
render sin impotent, and strip the tyrant 
powers of hell of ull their dominion 
over 111:1.n." 

Martha the Merry. A History founded 
on fact. By Mrs. JEROME MERCIER. 
S. W. Partridge and Co. 

A SIMPLE but pleasing story of a work
house girl who through industry, ho
nesty, and piety, rose to the position of 
mistress of "Roundcross Farm." The 
object of the narr11tive is to tee.eh girls 
who begin life in e.s humble e. way ae 
Merry Martha did that no disgrace 
attaches to them from the place where 
they were trained, but that, with the 
fear of God before their eyes, they may 
occupy posts of honour that others with 
greater natural advantages have failed 
to fill. 

The Bar-rooms at. Brantley. A Tem
perance Tale. By T. S. ARTHUR. 
Hamilton, Ade.ms, and Co. 

ANOTHER of Mr. Arthur's thrilling 
temperance tales, full of exciting in
cident-s, graphic descriptions, and vivid 
pictures of the well-known evil effects 
of the common sale of intoxicating 
drinks. fo this story we have t·he his
tory of the introduction of liquor-shops 
into a prosperous village, and also e.n 
account of the closing of every one of 
them after they had wrought irreparable 
injury in many a home in Brantley. W·e 
should like to see the evil thing re
moved from the cities, towns, and vii~ 
lnges of our own land, though we fear 
the violent method of overthrowing the 
trn/fic here described would only in
crease the mischief it was intended· to 
rcm<H1 e. 
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C01ifere11ce 011 Fm·eign Mi.,.,ion.Y. Mild
may Park, 1878. John I!'. Shaw and 
Co., Paternoster Row. 

T11rs is un age of conferences, of con
ferences upon all subjects, both sacred 
and profane. In religion they seem to 
give publicity to the prevailio" senti
ments of the times, and to sb"ow how 
fol.' those who are substantially of the 
same faith in other respects may arrree to 
differ; but they are not usually attended 
with any great practical results. The 
recent Conference upon Foreign Mis
sions wus upon a subject in which all 
good men are deeply interested, and, 
judging from the papers which were 
read and t?e addresses suggested by 
them, we thmk the subjects were com
mitted to those who were best qualified 
for tbe undertaking. The Confere:e.ee 
had the merit of keeping to the object 
for which it had been s1-J.mmonerl. This 
object was thus defined by its first 
president: - "We have to consider 
whether the agencies, appliances, and 
organizations in use are well suited for 
the end in view, and whether they are 
being worked in the right spirit and 
with the needful energy. Then the 
arrangements, designs, and methods,
are they framed with wisdom and judg
ment, or do they need correction ? Are 
the fields of operation well selected ; 
are there any in which efforts may be 
slackened or relinquished, and others 
demanding extended help and increasino
vigour? Are there indications that any 
one class of agencies, or mode of apply
ing them, is more successful than ano
ther ? In short, is any change desirable, 
either in the instruments or the objects, 
in the nature or the direction of mis
sionary labour?'' The necessity for the 
union of different denominations in so 
great a work was thus expressed in a 
paper read upon the same occasion. 
"The area of work now open to the 
Christian church is much too vast for 
any single organisation to overtake or 
superintend. However simple and limited 
the range of OU!' efforts at the outset, 
the field ho.s widened beyond all expecta
tion, and the number of opportunities 
and forms of agency required hu.s mul
tiplied a hundredfold. No single mind, 
no set of minds working in one line of 
opentions, has powel' sufficient to gra~p 
this mighty whole. It is a great blessing 

that it was never attempted; and that 
many institution.• sprang up to under
take the work which we now see it was 
impossible for any one to accomplish." 
The published proceedings of this con
ference cannot fail from the amount 
of information that' has been collected, 
to become a valuable guide for fo~ure 
missions to the heathen; and it will 
larg-ely conduce, we hope, to kindle a 
misriionary spirit in the hearts of young 
men of suitable attainments and zeal, 
and to stimulate Christians of all de
nominations to show their interest in 
missionary enterprises by their Ii ber
ality, their sympathy, and their prayers. 

The "I Wills'' of Scripture. 1lfan's 
Resolve: God',1 Promi.,e. A Corro
borative Couplet from Holy Writ; 
fur each d,1y in the year. Compiled 
by Mrs. E. H. RrcBES. W. Mack, 4, 
Paternoster Square. 

A SUGGESTIVE arrangement of texts, 
consolatory to the mourner, instructive 
to the student, and helpful to the per
plexed. The little compilation has 
nothing very novel about it, but it is 
full of that good 8eed from which ever 
cometh good fruit. 

The Hebrew Utopia: a Study of .1.vles
sianic Prophecy. By rVA.LTER F. 
ADENEY, M.A. Loudon: Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

THE realm of Scripture prophecy has 
been so often entered by men :i.nx.ious to 
air a crotchet, that we are quite charmed 
to find so sober, so thoughtful, and yet 
withal so powerful a treatise upon this 
vexed question of Messianic prophecy. 
Although we do not endorse all that is 
here said, yet l\lr. Adeney is always de
vout, reverent, and discriminating, and 
becomes on the whole a very safe guide. 
He seems to deny the verbal inspiration, 
not merely of prophecy, but of all the 
other Scriptures, and yet we believe his 
views are far more a difference of ex
pression than a difference of belief from 
our own. Altogether, the work is so 
conscientious, so clear upon a diflicult 
theme, and so able, while unpretentious, 
that we feel that the author has placed 
the Christian church under great obliga
tion for his service. We wish this voluwe 
a wide circulation. 
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Kept_t,11·//,e Mnsle1·'.• Uu. By FRANCES 

R11,u;, I-IAYERG!lL. Nisbet and Co. 
Tm; last of Miss llRYergal's priceless 
litt.Jc botiks. Like nil the rest it is sweet
ncss itself. Those of onr renders who 
bR,e not yet rend "J\ly King," "Royal 
Commandnwnts," "Royal Bounty,'' end 
rn forth, hnYe misscd n glorious ban
quet,. nnd should get e'l'ery one of the 
books, which are only a shilling each, 
and yet are nltogether priceless. This 
deer lad~-, who seems to our poor judg
ment to hn'l'e left us 1111 too soon, sang 
among ihe first of our holy poets, and 
eYer wrote with a charming poetic piety 
altogether her own. Our heart has been 
refreshed nnd ele,·ated full many a time 
by her gracious writings. 

The Religion of Scotland, the Rel~[!ion 
of the Bible, and of sa11ctified Com
mon Sense. By the Rev. J. 1V. 
TA ,LOR. Edinburgh: Macniven and 
'Wallace. 

FaoM a Presbyterian point of view this 
pamphlet is well worthy to pass through 
a dozen editions. Its infant baptism and 
Presbnerinnism somewhat limit its use
fulnes·s, but this was unavoidable, and, 
indeed, most needful in a paper mennt 
for tbe Free Church of Scotland. There 
are in this brief treatise many noble 
utterances nnd clenr testimonies to the 
old orthodox faith. We have made an 
extract or two which our readers will 
find in different numbers of our maga
zine. The treatise is only sixpence. 

Tl,e Symmetry of Flowers. By JoHN 

Gmns. Chelmsford: J. Dutton. 
THose who are enamoured with the 
charming science of botany will read 
Mr. Gibbs' little tractate with pleasure. 
His "First Catechism of Botany" is 
also concise and instructive. 1Y e can
not spare the time for a fuller notice, 
since the work is just s little out of our 
line. 

Studies in the JJfodel Prayer. By GEORGE 
D. BoARI>MAI'", D.D. New York: D. 
Appleton and Co. 

A PROF0U!iD work, which cannot be 
read without profit. We wish the author 
would not say·' manhead,'' "sonhood," 
and "urotloership "; for there is no need 
for ;uch cl,a11ges of "use and wont'' in 
words. We do not believe with him that 
"were there no such thing as evil in 

the world, humour would be for ever im
possible." Nonsense I There is humour 
in kittens, and in cows, o.nd spnrklin~ 
flashes of holy mirth in mo.ny n lenf and 
insect. The orchids are many of them 
most humorou8 imitations of bit·ds nud 
insects, and must create n smile if n 
man has any smile in him. It is our 
pri,·nte opinion thnt our g1·ent Fiither 
delights to see his children play, nnd 
that our "sonhend " when it is fully 
developed will incline to the happiest 
and most SJ?Ortive moods rather than 
to that slnv1sh solemnity, which "the 
happy God" neither commends to us by 
example nor by precept. Mr. Board
man never writes mere common-places, 
but is always instructive. In this 
instance, despite the very small differ
ences which we have mentioned, we are 
heartily obliged to him for a very pro
fitable commentary on the model prayer. 
The work, we hope, will. one day be 
issued by a London publisher. 

Drill Book in Voice Culture aud Ges
ture. By EDWARD P. THWING. New 
York : A. S. Barnes and Co. 

HuGE volumes have been written upon 
oratory, but, after all, very little of it 
can be taught upon po.per; nature.I gift, 
observation and practice must do the 
business. Still, the little to be learned 
from boob is valuo.ble, and Mr. Thwing 
in this manual has given the gist of it. 
We like his little treatise much. Here 
is an extract from a French author in 
reference to consumption and wind in
struments, which is worth knowing:-

" All men who make it their profes
sion to try wind in~truments made at 
the various faetories before sale, all, 
without exception, to my knowledge, are 
free from pulmonary affections. I ho.ve 
known many such who, on entering 
upon the profession, were very delicate, 
and who, though their duty obliged 
them to blow for hours together, en
joyed perfect health after a certain 
time. I am myself an instance of this. 
My mother died of consumption ; eight 
of her children fell victims to the same 
disease, and only three of us survive, 
and weal! three play on wind instruments. 
The day is not far <listo.nt, perhaps, 
when phy5icians will have recourse to 
our dreaded art in order to conquer 
pulmonary diseases." 
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Shee11from my Thougltt-wai,e.,. By W. 
OsnoRNJ,; L1LT,EY, Haughton and 
Co. 

Tmi title is stilted, 11 Sheen from my 
Thought-waves" is fantastic and pre
tentious. The brief portions of thought 
of which this pretty little volume is 
composed 11re most of them excellent, 
but they are not of the higher order 
of laconisms and apophthegms. The 
thoughts of a good, practical man of 
average ability may be printed, and 
prove instructive in his own circle, even 
though they may not become household 
words, or golden maxims. The spirit 
of these paragraphs is good and healthy, 
and Eome of them are well worth quoting. 
We notice a slight Arminian flavour here 

11nd there, but otherwise the teaching i.~ 
sound, even where it is not very striking. 
Here are two or three pithy sentences: 
-" Men reverse the words of Christ ; 
they seek first the kingdom of earth, and 
its v11nities; and expect that heavenly 
tliings shall be added to them." '' Some 
suppose that they can jump into the train 
with the devil, and ride t.o the first 
station, and get out, and be none the 
worse for it ; but he amuses them, and 
the stations fly by, and at last they get 
to the terminus, which is Rurn." 

"Smooth thre:\ds, 
Rough threads, 
Love and strife ; 
Down beds, 
Thorn beds, 
Such is life." 

ilafts. 
WE have had so many meetings at the 
Tabernacle during the past month that 
we can only write a few lines concerning 
each of the gatherings of our various 
tribes, blessing the Lord concerning each 
one of them that his hand is with it for 
good. In our brother's absence we have 
had to work double tides, and we feel glad 
that he will be home before this magazine 
ie published, and we shall be soon able to 
take our needed rest. He has had a grand 
time in Canada and the States, but we hope 
he will tell his owa tale in another number 
of the magazine. 

On Friday evening, September 26, the 
annual meeting of the METROPOLITAN 
TADERNAOLE VOLUNTEER EVANGELISTS was 
held. Here is the report of one year's 
work :-1, 7157 week-night services, and 
1,008 Sunday services have been held by 
the 94 members in chapels and mission 
halls in London belonging to almost all 
denominations. The total cost of the work 
has been £191 lls. 6~d., most of which is 
for rent, gas, printing, postage, and travel
ling expenses. Donations, collections, etc., 
have realized £70, and we have had to 
find the remaining £121. Thanks to the 
kindness of friends who have left sums at 
our disposal, this has not been a burden. 
This is a fine investment of money for 
downright gospel preaohing at less than 
eighteen-pence a sermon. Great praise 
is due to Mr. Elvin, who so adinirably 
manages this self-denying b1md of unpaid 
evangelists. 

On Monday Evening, September 29, the 
Tabernacle was grandly tilled for the fare-

well meeting for our beloved son Thomas 
and his companions, Messrs, l.lfoCullough 
and Harrison. Their many friends could 
not accompany them to the ship, but they 
very heartily commended them to God, 
and to the word of his grace. For our 
own part we are now able, together with 
his dear mother, to look upon our son's 
departure to Australia with joy, because 
we feel that it is for the extension of the 
Redeemer's kingdom that he should go. 
Endowed as he is with such a wealth of 
affectionate prayers he must prosper. The 
following Thursday the three young men 
joined the good ship Sobraon at Plymouth, 
and by this time we trust they are a long 
way on toward their desired haven. We 
cannot expect to have news of the party till 
next February; but since our son's leaving 
we have had several candidates for church
fellowship who ascribe their conversion to 
his mini~try, and this yields better cheer 
than letters could afford. 

On Friday Evening, October 3, eur b~
loved friend John B. Gough, gave hlll 
lecture on II Eloquence and Orators" at 
the Tabernacle, in aid of the College. It 
was a noble lecture, splendidly delivered, 
and given in so generous a manner to 
our work that we thank God at every re
membrance of so brotherly an act. Dr. 
Parker and lllr. Varley admirably moved 
and seconded the vote of thank8, and 
assuredly it was no mere form. Wherever 
John B. Gough goes may the blessing of 
the Lord attend him ! 

October 8.-SE1uw:. IN GLASGOW. We 
believe that the meetings of the Baptist 
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tTnion in Glasgow were IL ,-ery hRppy 
g,itherings, Rnd thRt the result muet be 
gracious. No hospitRlity could Axcel thet 
of the North. It w11.s bv the wish of Gla.s
gow friends that the coilection 11.t our ser
mon at St. Andrew's Hnll was for the Girls' 
Orphanage. This WILS 11. kindly, generous 
dPed, and it fills us with deep grRtitude. 
We have not heard what net a111m111,t will 
come to the institution after paying for the 
hull. advertising, tickets, and so forth, but 
the gross sum of £2i3 w1Ls reported as the 
collC'ction. This is princely. 

On .Mm1dn11 e1•e11i11_q, Ortobr,· 1:l, the 
annual meeting of tb.e 111ETROPOLITA~ 
T ARntKACLE LoA~ TnACT Soc1ETY was 
held in connection with the prayer-meeting. 
:Mr. F. Wood, the secretary, presented the 
report. which stated that the object of the 
society was to make known the way of sal
,ation by lending from week to week the 
Pastor",; sermons. During the past year 
20,000 of these have been lent, and 4,300 
families have been nsited every week; 
and. best of all, twenty persons profess to 
have been con,,-erted through the agency 
of the eighty-six distributors. The total 
cost of the work has been a little over £50 
for the year, almost all of which is for the 
purchase of the sermons. The society is 
doing a most -,,.aluahle work in Ii quiet 
mannP.r. "e trust it will speedily enlarge 
its bounds. 

On Tuc.~day Cl'ening, October 14, the 
A..,;~TAL BrTCHERS' FESTffAL was held at 
the Tabernacle. About 300 of the master 
butchers and their wives partook of tea in 
tbe College, and then went down to the 
rooms under the Tabernacle to assist in 
feeding the multitude of journeymen 
butchers, 2,200 of whom were provided 
with a substa.ntial eTening meal. Mr. 
Murrell's arrangements for the feast were 
as perfect as anything could be, and every
thing passed off most satisfactorily, though 
the at!i.ir is nothing less than gigantic. 
The quantity of pro"l"ision consumed on 
these occaoiuns seems almost incredible, 
but, large as it is, Mr. Varley a.nd the 
Butchers' Committee are only too pleased 
to bear the coi;t, in the hope that some, at 
least, of the men may be permanently 
bleSoed by what they hear after their tem
poral wants are supplied. We believe 
that this great gathering cannot be held 
in vain. The men listen with great atten
tion, and surely it cannot be that kindly 
reasoning with them upon temperance, 
kindneu, and the fear of the Lord will all 
be lost. It was a thought from above 
which led our friend Mr. Varley to com
mence this ft:i;tival. 

Un Priday eveuing, October Ii, all the 

Teachors of the Sunday Schools connected 
with the Tabernacle weni invited by Mr. 
Andrew Dunn to tll«e te11. togethor in the 
schoolroom. About four hundred were 
present, and a happy sooi11.l hour was spent. 
After tea, others arrived for the meeting in 
the Lecture Hall, at which the pastor pre
sided, and delivered an address on Sunday 
Sehool worlc. He was followed by the host 
of the evening, Mr. Dunn, and several of the 
superintendents, who related their ex
perience, and gave useful suggestions for 
the guidance of their fellow-helpers. We 
must confess the.t we were agreeably sur
prised to find that we he.ve nineteenSundav 
Schools connected with the Tabernacle, 
with a total of 500 teachers and 5,853 
scholars. These figures do not include a 
numerous band of teachers who are en
gaged in schools connected with other 
churches. There are several such schools 
in which nearly every teacher is a member 
with us, but the credit of them goes to 
other churches, and we are glad that it 
should be so. 0 for a blessing on this 
regiment of children! Why should it not 
be increased to ten thousand P 

Or. Sunday morning, Octohe1· 19, we 
preached from Numbers xxi. 9. The 
sermon is entitled "Number 1,500, or 
Lifting up the Brazen Serpent": but our 
special reason for mentioning it is that it 
is No. 1,500 of our published sermons. 
Thanks be to God that for so long a time 
we have been able to print a discourse 
week by week! Many other " pulpits" 
have had their rising and settin~ within 
that period, but hitherto the "Tabernacle 
Pulpit" has shone on. We know where 
the oil has come from, and w.e bless the 
unseen hand which has trimmed the lamp. 
The sermon will be issued separately in e. 
book form at a penny, and we hope that 
thousands of it may be distributed, for it 
is an exceedingly plain declaration of the 
gospel. 

On Monday evening, Oct. 20, the annual 
meeting of the LADIES' MATBllNAL SocrnTY 
was held in the Lecture-hall previous to 
the prayer-meeting in the Tabernacle. 
About two hundred poor women have 
been helped by this society in their hour 
of need: we wish that this work of mercy 
could be carried on more largely, for there 
is great distress around us. Works of 
charity mu•t keep pace with the preaching 
of faith, or the church will not be perfect 
in its development. 

Tlte Sil/me evening the prayer-meeting in 
the Tabernacle wu specially on behalf of 
Sunday-schools. Mr. Fullerton told us of 
the Lord's presence in the services at 
Stafford, Mr. J. M. Smith made us weep 
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over touohing stories of child-conversion, 
the pastor alelivered an arldress specially to 
professors who are not working for Christ, 
and after this many pre,yers were offered 
for a blessing on the work amongst the 
young. The pa.stor said, " If you are a 
member of a church you c11.n, and you must 
do somothing for the Lord, You are cer
tainly good for something, or-" That 
sentence was never finished. 

CoLLllOE.-We shall h11.ve so few men 
leaving at Christmas that all expected va
cancies are already filled by accepted can
didates. The number of applicants is still 
very large, and it may eave some of them 
from disappointment if we tell them that 
we have already selected as many as we 
expect to be able to receive next A11r,1t8t. 
There is no lack of the right sort of men, 
and the Lord's stewards will see that there 
is no lack of means. 

Mr. R. E. Gammon has returned to 
mission work at San Domingo ; Mr. A. E. 
Johnson has removed from Sutton, Not
tinghamshire, to Hanley, Staffordshire; 
Mr. J. W. Thomason, from New Town, 
Mont,, to Manchester; and Mr. J. J. 
Dalton, from Bradford, to Lock'e-lBlle, 
Frame. 

Oct. 22. Mr. John Olney laid the me
morial stone of the new chapel at Catford 
Bridge for our friend, Mr. Greenwood,jun. 
We go to press too soon to give par
ticulars, but we commend the \I.Ildertaking 
to the liberal help of our friends. 

Another member of our Conference has 
been called to his reward. Mr. H. A. 
Ja.mes, of Stratford-on-Avon, has fallen 
asleep e.t the comparatively early age of 
thirty-six. He was a reliable, solid, gra
cious minister, respected by all who knew 
him. May the Lord comfort the widow 
and bless the fatherless ! Over our de
parted brother we may well sorrow, but at 
the same time we are bound to rejoice tbat 
he fell in the battle with his shield upon 
his arm, "faithful unto death." 

Mr. Cuff asks us to mention that the 
Shoreditch Tabernacle will be opened on 
No11. 11. We hope to be away from this 
land of fogs before that date, but we 
heartily congratulate our brother on the 
completion of his great building, and wish 
him much success in it for many years to 
come. Ha iij one of a thousand, a man in 
hie right place. He ought to be helped 
through with his work till not a farthing 
of debt shall remain upon his great meet
ing-house, The Lord anoint him w.i.th 
fresh oil. 

Two or three college men have written 
about building a college houso in the Girl.a' 

Orphanage, and the present etnrlents are 
eager for it, but we do not wish to ask 
such a thing while many of our brethren 
are so opprossed by the hardness of the 
times. If however the proposal should he 
taken up and done spontaneously, it will 
be another instance of the overflowing 
love of the brotherhood. 

Writing from Tai -yuen - Fn, Shansi 
Cltina, our former student, Mr . .J. J'. 
Turner, aeks our prayers, and says of the 
province in which he is stat10ned, "It is a 
glorious field for labour. It is a new field : 
only within the last two years have any Pro
testant missionaries attempted to live here. 
As yet we can tell of no souls saved, but I 
need not toll you that we long to see some 
tokens of the Lord's presence. It has been 
our privilege to rescue many from starva
tion. . . . \Ve engaged in the relief 
work because we believed that God would 
bless our efforts not only to the salvation of 
many thousands of lives, as he has done, 
but because we believed that he would 
make the relief a blessin~ to the souls of 
the people whom we could hardly hope to 
reach at all in the ordinary way. He lias 
liel,ped 118 80 fa1·.'' 

Just as we go to press a friend sends us 
the news of the arrival of the ship in which 
Mr. Clarke and Mr. Garrett sailed for 
Melbourne. 

EvANGELISTs.-The visit of Messrs. 
Smith and Fullerton to B1trnley marks the 
commencement of a new era in our evan
gelistic efforts. Hitherto our great anxiety 
has been how we were to find support fur 
these brethren and others who are pre
paring for similar work. Burnley has, 
we trust, solved the difficulty for us. It 
was resolved that boxes should be placed 
at the doors for tl1ankoff,rings at ei·ery 
se1·vice, the result being that after paying 
all local expenses there remained £100 for 
our funds. We can hardly hope that all 
other places will thus pay their own ex
penses, but if some of them do so our 
burden will be greatly lightened. ~Iore
over, we are persuaded that the bait of 
" No collections" is needless and de
moralizing. To teach men to give of their 
substance for the spread of the gospel is a 
part of the gospel, and tends greatly for 
their own benefit. That the spiritu,il re
sults did not suffer is quite certain ; the 
facts all look the other way. The follow
ing extracts from letters received re
cently prove that great good was done :
" Many of the churches in the town are 
reaping the results of our recent special 
services .... Our friends ut Angle-street 
have bt\ptized twenty, I huve bnptized 
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senn, Rnd hll,·e others t.o propose. At 
}Enon they have fourteen to eighteen 
enquir<>rs, at Sion eight or nine." "We 
ndded two more last Sabbftth, making 
twenty-s<>vc>n ; anot.hc>r at Haggate for 
n<>XI Snbbnth, making a grand tot-Rl of 
tw<-nty-l'i~hl.'' "Two to three hundred 
npplicati0ns for membershil' han been 
mnde t0 thl' churches in the town through 
vour visit.•· Another note refers to the 
fnct thet the Methodist and Congrega
tional churches. as well as those of our 
own denomination, are being increased 
through the evangelists' labours. 

Our brethren were at Stafford from Oc
tober 5 to 19, end there also the Lord was 
wit.h them. The Wesleyan minister has 
kindly i;ent us the following testimony:-

" :My Deer Sir,-It will encourage you 
to bear from an independent source that 
your evangelists, Messrs. Fullerton and 
Smith, are visibly owned by God in Staf
ford. E'l'erything here is comparatively 
small, and consequently our friends can
not report the crowds they have had in 
larger toll·ns. But on Sunday night 1500 
listened to them, and I have just come 
from a house where both husband and wife 
were then led to decide for Christ, and are 
seeking admission to our church. I might 
name other similar instances. 

"We are supporting our brethren by 
earnest prayer, and I doubt not that the 
remainder of the week will witness very 
much greater visible results. 

" You will excuse the intrusion of this 
letter. It seemed to me right that you 
should hear of the usefulness of men sent 
out under your direction. 

·' May God long spare our dear brethren 
to labour successfully in the path they 
have chosen. Wishing you every good, 
and praying that your past works for 
Christ may be surpassed by greater use
fulness in the future, 

"I am, my dear sir, yours sincerely, 
Jos. AGAR BEET." 

The later sen·ices were eYen more suc
cessl'ul, and many professed themselves to 
Le won for Jesus. We can only record 
what men and women declare: the Lord 
alone can read the heart. 

The list of engagements of Messrs. 
Smith and Fullerton for the ensuing 
twelve months is as follows :-

l\ovember 2 to November 16, Scar
borough; November 23 to December 31, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle; January 4 to 
Janu•ry 18, Shoreditch Tabernacle; 
Fd,ruary I to February 15, Cambridge; 
1-'eLruary 29 to March 14, Bradford; 
Murch lfi and March 16, Farsley; 
Mard, 21 to April 4, Northampton; 

May 9 to May 16, Smethwick ; Mny 23 to 
May 29, Smallheath ; May 30 to June r,, 
Leamington; June 1:1 to June 2i, Paisley; 
July 11 to Jnly 25, Greenock; August l 
to August lo, Dumfries ; August 22 to 
August 29, Annnn; September 6 to Sep
tember 12, Gnlnshiels ; September 19 to 
September 26, Wick; October and Novem
ber, North-East Lancashire; December r, 
to December 19, Leeds. 

Mr. Burnham he.s again been working 
with Mr. Kendon, of Goudhurst, among 
the hop-pickers. Since his return from 
Kent he has visited Chepstow, Leamington, 
Markyate Street, and Bedford. Pe.stor 
W. L. Mayo sends us a long and cheering 
report of the services at Chepstorv. The 
church in that town had prepared the way 
for the evangelist by speci&l prayer, and 
as the natural consequence many were 
awakened. Several most pleasing cases of 
conversion a.re mentioned. Prayer we.s 
offered for the husband of a woman who 
had found the Saviour at one of the meet
ings, and on his retum from Bristol, 
where he had been at work, it we.a dis
covered that he also had believed and 
been saved through the preaching of Mr. 
Gange. 

Mr. Burnham's engagements for the 
present month are-November 10 to 16, 
Thetford; 17 to 30, Burton-on-Trent and 
neighbourhood. 

OnPBANAGE,-The quarterly meeting 
of the Collectors and friends was held on 
Wednesday, Octobe1· 1, and we.s a great 
success. In the afternoon the new Girls' 
Orphanage was publicly inaugurated by a 
devotional service in the boys' play-hall, 
and afterwards by the holding of prayer
meetings, conducted by our evangelists, 
Messrs. Smith and Fullerton, in the 
grounds of the "Ha.wthoms" and in 
every room of the house. We had pre
pared e. lecture on "Hymns and Hymn 
Writers" for the evening; but the crowd 
was so great that both our halls were 
filled, and we had to go from one meeting 
to the other, push our way to the platform, 
and give each of the audiences a taste of 
what we would have said if they had come 
in smaller numbers. Our good friends, 
Mr. Duncan S. Miller and the Royal 
Poland Street Hand-bell Ringers, are en
titled to our warmest thanks for their 
kindness in giving us their valUBble se!
vices without fee or reward; and still 
more for their generous offer to come again 
on Feb1·1tary 4, 1880, when we hope to 
deliver the lecture in the Tabernacle. 

Some collectors did not send us their 
cards or boxes on October I. Will they 
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kindly do so at once the.t they me.y be 
exobnnged for new onos P The next qne.r• 
torly collectors' meeting is fixed for Fri
day, Jan1ta1·y 91 1880. Boxes and ce.rds 
can be obtained of the Secretary, Stock
well Orphe.nage, Olaphe.m Road. Now 
that we are commencing with girls this 
help will be doubly ve.lue.blo. 

Mr. Che.rlesworth asks us to se.y that he 
and the Orphanage Ohoir he.ve promised 
to visit Southend, Luton, Dunstable, W o
bum, Canterbury, Dover, Folkestone, and 
Portsmouth ; and that they will be glad 
of other engagements. Applications should 
be made to Mr. Charlesworth at the 
Orphanage. 

In a specie.I supplement we have des
cribed the present position and plans of 
the Girls' Orphanage. 

OoLPORTAOE. - Concerning Colportage 
we must still write with a measure of dis
couragement. It is a good agency, all 
agree to that, but it has never had enough 
support. It will be remembered that we 
asked for a second £1,000 to furnish stock 
for more men. According to our reckon
ing we had received £600, e.nd, finding 
that the trade me.nagement could keep on, 
we felt content; but, on consulting the 
secretary, wee.re e.roused from our he.ppy 
dream. He se.ys the.t the money given for 
stock we.a to e. le.rge extent so much taken 
out of subscriptions. These subscriptions 
are needed to pay working expenses, e.nd 
it is no ge.in to the society, e.nd no real in
cree.se to stock, if monies e.re merely tre.ns
ferred from one to the other. The friends 
in e. district give £40 towards the colpor
teur, and our society finds stock, and also 
makes up the me.n's se.lary, and does the 
working of the business. The profits help 
in some degree, and would help more if 
sales were larger, but in these be.d times 
se.les decrease, and there is more needed to 
make up deficiencies. We ask our friends 
to consider the following report from the 
secrete.ry which was prepared for our 
private informe.tion, but we judge it best 
to give it entire. We also add two letters, 
and our friends he.ve the ce.se before them. 
We say no more. 

"Dear Mr. Spurgeon,-Since seeing 
you I have compared receipts of Subscrip
tions to the General Fund for this year to 
present date with the same period last year, 
1878, and find that, including amounts for 
capital in both cases, the total increase for 
1879 is £251 16s. 6d. Leaving capital 
account out of the question each year, the 
total increase in the subscriptions to the 
General Fund to October 20, 1879, over the 
same period, 1878, is £368 Gs. 6d. This 

latter sum, of course, indicates the exact 
incree.se to the good for the working of the 
society, e.nd, in response to the appeal 
made for ce.pite.1. I he.ve given these de
tails that you me.y judge what to se.y in 
relation to funds. October qeneral sub
scriptions only amount to £H 9s. 4d., 
compared with £111 19s. 3-}d. for Septem
ber. Appointments he.ve been made for 
new districts e.t Kettering, Andover, and 
Hereford. In the former two ce.ses a trial 
of the agency in other districts appears to 
have recommended its extension. I wish 
our friends could read e.11 the cases of good 
which are continually reported by our col
porteurs, and I am sure that you would 
not have to appeal for funds with such a 
limited response. Here a tract has been 
left with a prayer, and on the return of the 
colporteur it is handed back soiled and 
worn by use, the agent remarking, 'thus, 
through reading that tract, the wome.n 
found pee.ea with God, and has joined the 
church.' Yonder, a youth reads a book 
purchased by his mother, which not only 
leads to his conversion, but that of his 
grandfather, eighty-five years of age. 
Another colportenr calls upon a poor blind 
woman and talko to her at the washing tub, 
and is the means of restoring a poor back
slider from the fold of Christ; while many 
speak of conversions through the simple 
gospel truths which they have plainly, but 
ee.meetly, uttered from the village pulpit. 
In addition to this, when the daily news
papers are prominently pointing out the 
widespree.d evils of an insidious and im
pure literature, who can estimate the 
quiet, unseen, but powerful influence for 
good resulting from the sale of £600 or 
£700 worth of bibles and good books every 
month P The need for the work was never 
greater, its] results were never more en
couraging, and while 'the harvest truly is 
plenteous, the labourers are few.' I trust 
that, now trade appears to be reviving, 
friends who in some districts suspended 
operations because of commercial.depression 
will soon be able to recommence the work 
with new vigour. Will friends remember 
the work afresh in prayer? One colpor
teur, in e. very trying district, writes :-
' One thing alwe.ys cheers me, and that is, 
I know you do not forget us in your 
prayers e.t the Tabernacle.' " 

0. B. writes: "Very dear Sir-I am 
sure that your memorandum note in The 
Sword and the T,·o,vel, p. 495,\in reference 
to your Colportage e.gency must have 
pe.ined many who look e.t it as one of your 
prime and most important organizations. 
In fact, your 'personal notes' on p. 49G, 
curry the most conclusive evidence of the 



NOTES. 

VB.lue and need of su<1h an agency. I 
would fain hope under God that 'slacken
ing' sail mR)" be out of question, and thRt 
spreeding 'moTe canvas' will be rather 
the C\ll'1e." 

H. M. writes : "Dear Srr-I have read 
with much concern yom remvka in The. 
Sm,rd and tlu· Tron•el in reference to the 
OolportRge Association. Should the fol
lowing proposal meet with your approval, 
and it be possible for you to give it a little 
publicity, I trust, with God's blessing, the 
retrograde steps may be reversed ere you 
leave for your well-earned and much
needed holidny. 

" M, offer is as follows : - In order that 
the st1itions given up may be all again sup
plied, or new ones sta.I<t,ed where a ch/1/ll{Jl':is 
desirable, I will :find one-fifth of the needed 
a.mount, 1f it does not -e:i.:ceed £500, or if 
more tha.n £500,l will subscribe£100, the 
sinl' qua non being that the remainder 
shall be raised by the 1st December. 

" Few of us but he.ve felt the effects of 
the depreesion in trade, but it behoves us 
the more to do our best to offer the ' bread 
of life' to those who probably a.re more 
open to its blessed in.tl.uence now than 
when God age.in ~tempore.l prosperity 
to the le.nd." 

Mru;. 8r'C'RGEo~'s Boox Fur-."D,-The 
needful work of supplying ministers with 
books proceeds with great regularity, and 
considerable numbers of cure.tee e.nd poor 
ministers in the Church of England, to
gether with pastors of all denominations, 
apply for " The Trea.61lry of David," and 
other works. Conld our readers see the 
letters of thanks they would know how 
sharp is the book-hunger which gnaws the 
soul of many a preacher of the Word. We 
he.ve said very little of late a.bout this 
work which is carried on by our beloved. 
Only a few friends have thought of the 
Fund of late, and yet hitherto there he.s 
been no Jack : the Fund personified might 
almost say,'' I am poor and needy, yet the 
Lord thinketh npon me." Note the follow
ing fact, e.nd let the Lord be glorified by 
the rehearsal of it. A friend of ours, who 
is always a princely giver, told us on the 
night of Mr. Gough's lecture that he 
should call at Nightingale Lane next de.y. 
Knowing his great business and our own, 
we half declined the offer, though we are 
always glad to see him : but he said he 
should cvme. and come he did. His errand 
WII.E tu givt £100 to the Book Fund. Now, 
re&.dtr, w11rk this. Mrs. Spurgeon•~ q ua.r
t.t:r·. Lill for books came in on that very 
S11twday evening, e.nd he.d not that friend 
insisttd on coming down and bringing his 

£100, our dear one would have been £60 
in debt. She would have been almoet 
heart-broken had this been the 011ae, for she 
had prayed for help e.nd expeoted it. The 
Lord would not let her have the trial, but 
sent his steward at the very hour, though 
he knew nothing of ·the need. We ware 
both filled with adoring thankfulness for 
this memorable interposition. It was not 
the first time in which we h11.ve together 
adored the Lord in an ama11emt1nt of grati
tude, nor will it be the last. Thus by one 
and another the Lord has filled upthe·:reser
voir which supplies so many of his poOl' 
ministers with refreshment : nnd he will 
fill it yet again. 

PERSONAL NOTES.-Mr. F. H. Newton, 
of the German Baptist Mission, writes :
" I have just returned from a visit to 
several ofour German churches, and.espe~ 
cielly of those in Russia. I feel ·sure you 
will be interested to learn that your 
printed words (in Germnn) have e:lways 
free admission into Russia, which is say
ing e. great deal, the only exception being 
in the case of your sermon on " Baptiemal 
Regeneration" (No. 573), which one of 
our brethren translated into Russian e.nd 
submitted to the oensor of the press, who, 
however, refused to sanction it, as he,con
sidered it anatte.cknpon the Greek church. 
The brother still hopes to be permitted to 
print it.'' 

From the State of Virginia comes the fol
lowing pleasing testimony :-" Some years 
a.go, when in the ge.ll of bitterness and the 
bonds of iniquity, without God and without 
hope in the wol'ld, I we.s persuaded by a 
friend to read e. volume of ·your sermons, 
e.nd now, my dear sir, let me tell you the.t if 
ever I felt the love of God shed abroad in 
my heart, or knew the truth as it is in 
Jesus, I owe it to the perusal of your ser
mons, and I e.m sure you were the means 
and instrument in the hands of God ofmy 
con version." 

Should the reader think these notes too 
long, he may well excuse them, for he is 
not likely to be wearied by their length in 
the two following months. We he.ve, how• 
ever, kept back numbers of personal notes, 
that this department may not be quite 
bare. It is e.t the urgent desire of our 
best helpers the.t they are written, and 
when they cease to interest they shall be 
dropped, for we have no personal desire 
to publish anything, except so far as 
others me.y be encouraged and the good 
work may be helped thereby. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernaolo :
October 2nd, twenty-seven. 
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«;.ourtrniug tpt ~irls' ®rplJauagt. 
SINCE the starting of the project fo1· providing for F11.therless Girls at Stock

well we h11.ve hlld the utmost reason for gratitude. O1,ir first step w11.s to 
purchase the house and grounds known as the " Hawthorns,'' and this was 
accomplished for the sum of £4,000. The fixtures cost ·£(i0, repairs o.nd 
alterntions. £80; and furniture up to this moment, £220; this before com
pletion will be £-WO in all; and then there are the law expenses. To meet this 
-we ha,e receirnd £3,2:20 ls. t'ld., and we are daily expecting a legacy of £1 500 
which we ba,e before reported. \Ye therefore consider this part of the wo;·k a~ 
finished, with £320 over, out of which we have to pay leg~\ expenses, not yet known. 

Our next step wA.s to purchase the paddock, which bes between the Orphanage 
and the Hawthorns, and is lightly shaded in the plan on the former page. We 
ought to have had this for £1,000, and should have bed it if our friend, Mr. 
Buckmaster, had not disposed of it. The new holder has at last agreed to let 
us have it for £1.400. A glance of the eye will show how essential thispllddock 
is to the whole scheme. Vire should not have purchased the" Hawthorns" if 
-we had not expected to get the intervening meadow, and when the new bolder 
asked an extravagantly exorbitant price, we determined to give up the "Haw. 
thorns,·• and remove altogether, rather than have the property so divided. We 
are glad, however, thi;.t we can now accommodate the boys and girls in one 
noble square. It will be much more convenient for many reasons, and as the two 
Institutions are to be one and indivisible, it is well that they should occupy one site. 

Our need at this time is another £1,000. Including collection from 
Glasgow and net balance from money in hand, we think we may say that we 
shall be out of the wood for £1,000 or thereabouts; and then we may begin 
the buildings. After the manifest blessing which has rested on this new effort 
hitherto, we do not feel at ell distressed about this £1,000. The institution 
will be so complete in form that we cannot but feel that the land was reserved 
on purpose, and was brought into the market just when we were e.ble to cope 
-with its purchase. The "Hawthorns" house gives. a road front to the 
Orphanage, which is very desire.hie, for these things should not he done in e. 
corner. For the present it will house some forty girls, and we intend beginning 
at once. Before leaving for Mentone we should like to see that £1,000 supplied, 
and we hope that when our friends see what is to be done with the money they 
will feel moved to send it on. Land in London comes to a great price, but it 
is the cheapest in the long run. Orphanages far out in the country are for
gotten by tbe public, and are e.t e. disadvantage as to supply and oversight; but 
the Stockwell Orphanage is the delight of the Tabernacle church, lies near the 
residences of its managers, and is bandy for the markets, anrl so the greater 
outlay for site is abundantly recompensed in many ways. No place can be 
more healthy; it seems as open as the country itself, and yet it is in the 
town. \\' e think we shall be sure to bear from a few warm-hearted friends ot 
the fatherless and the widow, and that they will say-" Here is the amount 
needed for the land, and we shall be ready with further help when you begin~ 
build." The Lord"s work hllB this need just now, and he has stewards who will 
meet the need. 

In addition to this, we have promised seven £500 for seven houses, one 
donor undertaking aloo to furnish e.s well e.s build his house, which is to be e. 
memorial of little ones taken home to heaven. May the Lord comfort the 
mourning parents. Mr. R. May will slate five houses. Mr. Hayles will give 
£25 of painting and glazing, and Mr. Arnold £25 worth of timber. Other 
promises are, Messrs. Wills and Packham a freight of bricks; Mr. W_vnn gas 
fittings, and Mr. Wheeler all spoons and plated goods. Mr. Newman He.II bas 
promised a coll~ction atCbristCburch on Christmas Day for the Girls' Orphan~ge. 
The Mi8ses Crumpton will supply the girls with bats. Thus the Lord p~~v1des 
for those whose natural helpers he has removed. We use every l~g1time.~ 
effort to bring the matter before his people, but if be did not incline their 
hearts it would be all in vain; therefore our hearty thanks rise to his throne. 



PASTORS' OOLLEGE. 

There is one method by which our friends could help 111.rgely in supporting 
the Institution. Mr. Ch11.rlesworth h11.s trained a very efficient choir of the 
Orphan boys. These give "an e11ening of song, interspersed with recitation.~ and 
addresses." In many towns where the boys h11.ve been they have had an 
enthusiastic reception, and have given the utmost satisfaction. Besides bringing 
home pecuniary results the children have won us m11.ny helpers, 11.nd brought 
the work into kindly notice. Could not some good brethren get the choir down 
to their town? It may look e. formidable te.sk to entert11.in twenty-four boys 
e.nd their conductors, but it never turns out to be so, for four or five times the 
number of lodgings arc usually offered, 11.nd where the lads go once they are 
e.lways asked again. Arrangements about the place, chairman, &c., 11.re tbe 
main part of the trouble, and this has been so smo.11 a burden in most cases that 
the managing friend has generally offered to do it again. We shall be very 
grateful to nny competent gentleman who will carry out the arrangements for a, 
visit, and we feel sure that the pleasure received by the audience, 11.ud, most of 
11.ll, by the self-denying friend who will come forward to manage the aff11ir, will 
be o. noteworthy set-off against the trouble and a,nxiety. Mr. Charlesworth will 
be happy to send partieulars as to what is re11.lly wanted, so th11.t no one may go 
deep into the water without seeing the bottom of it. To those who have already 
carried out the arrangements in chapels and he.UR in various towns we are 
deeply thankful, with an added sense of favoms to come. They can bear 
witness that the entertainment is healthy, interestinJ?, and likely to be useful, 
commanding the commendations of Christia,n people, and exciting true sympathy 
for the orphans. Friends should write Mr. Charlesworth, the Orphe.uage. 
Stockwell. 

f md.ors' i.olltgt, ~tfr.op.oliittu inbtrnadt. 
Statement of Receipts from September 20th to October 19th, 1879. 

Mr. C. J. Brown ... 
Mr. Williom Daine ... 
Z., Plymouth 
Mr. \V. Dom-ne ... 
Mr. J. Seivwright .. , 
Mrs. Trail ... ... 
Mr. 'l'homas Scoulnr ... ... . .. 
E:ucutors or the lllto Mr. W. Cnnnon ... 
Mr. R. Finlnyoon ,., ... . . . ... 
Mr. J. n. Mainard, first 1!1onth'!3 wages 
0. Spurgeon, Jun., flrst(nnts ... . .. 
C. H. Spurgeon, for joy of his son ... 
A Render of the .. Sword o.nd Trowel'' ... 
Mr. George JCingcrlee 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
0 11 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 
I O o 
2 0 0 
3 0 0 

45 0 U 
O 10 0 
2 Q " 
6 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
l O 0 
2 2 0 
l O O 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 
0 7 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
3 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 o 5 

Mrs. Webb... ... 
Mrs. M. lllilbourne 
Two Friends 
8. S. Absolum 
Mr. I. E. Rice 
Sarah ... . .. 
Mr. W. Ladbrooke 
A. B., for Indio. . . . . .. 
Mr. Jones, per Mr. Lockhart 
lllrs.111. G. R. Chapm.llll... ... . .. 
Collection at 8ion Chapel, Dmdford, per 

£ s. d. 
0 7 6 
2 Q 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
l O O 
5 0 9 
3 0 0 
4 0 0 

'lho Misses Drnnsficld 
Mrs. FltF.gerald 
Mr. Spriggs ... ... 
Mr. T. D. Ransford ... 
Lnyer llreton, per J. D. Near 
M,:. J. 'I'. Godwin ... 
Mr. 8. Willson, sen. . .. 
Mies M. Goodin!:!' (nnn. sub.) 
Mr. I. 8. Cummmg .. . 

Po.,itor C. A. Dllvis ... . .. . .. 
Collection at Vernon Chapel, Penton-

villc, per Pastor C. B. Suwday ... 
B1tptist Church, llliddleton Cheney, per 

Pastor J. Dodwell . . . .. . 
l\lr. J.P. l\Id.l-sh, per Mr. I.sane... ... 
'\'cckly Otfc1iugs at llet. 'l\Ll>., Sept. 21 

o.;i. 1 
,~ 12 
,, 19 

13 17 6 

9 5 0 

1 0 0 
2 10 0 

20 0 3 
~6 9 0 
37 7 10 
52 1 7 
3~ 10 G 

Mr. C. \V. Goodhart .. . £3:!'J 19 1 
A \Vitlow's thnnko:ti'cring 

,t.o,k.futll ®qJ~mmg.c. 
Statement "f Receipt, /1·11111 Septembe1· 20tlt to October 19tl,, 1Si9. 

Miss E. Ilooke .. . .. . 
Oollectcd by Mrs. MorJ:ILn 
Collcctcc\ by Mr. O. Ilnyler ... 
Collectecl by Mr. KV. John,on .. 
Mr. J uhn .lJuukcr ... 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 

11 O 0 
0 2 6 
0 18 6 
I o 0 

lllrs. J. Hutton 
Mrs. 'frail, scn. . .. 
.\\lr. Joseph Cubcy ... 
1\lr. Thom1\S Scoulnr 
l\lr. J. lloughtou ... 

£ s. d. 
5 0 

5 ll 0 ., 0 0 
I 0 0 

10 u 0 



STQOKWELL ORPHANAGE. 

?Jr. Charleo Foy 
Mr. R. Finlay.on ... ... 
A Fliend, per Mr. A. A. Reee 
•• A bird of pBtedisc O .•• 

lllr. JR.Jn .. Smith •.. 
Mn,. Napier ... 
Mr. J. F. Ycats ... 
Stamps from Arundel .. . . .. 
A Reader of " Sword and Trow-el" 
?Jr. G-Tge Kingerlec 
Mr. W. L. !l[nynard ... ... . .. 
:Miss WordC'll, and friends now in he&.T"en 
Jllrs. E. C. Cunnin~on ... 
lllr. Lamont, per Mr. Murrell 
Mrs. Potier ... . .. 
Miss III. A. WbO<'ler ... 
Mrs. E. J.llnckhe.11, Clifton 
CollO<'ted by Mr. Gooding .. . 
JRnc Dixon ... ... ... ... -• 
Miss Fitz~rald, 23rd Janw,.ry, is., 2;th 

April. ,s. 6d. ... ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. Symon, Milton Cretbic, 

N.JI. .............. . 
Mr. C. J. Brown, per Rev. W. Cordcn 

Jones _ ... . .• 
Collected by )[iss Fnircy ... 
Collected by Miss Maynard 
Collcctcd by 111 iss Evans .. . . .. 
Coliectcd by Mr. Wicu,,ry ... 
Collected by Mrs. Ellis, \vorthin~ 
Collected by Master Harry E.-erctt 
Collected by l!r. G. H. Croydcn ... 
Mrs. Mills ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss Ware ... 
Little Richie's last offering 
Collected by Mr. Strin~r... 
Collected by Miss \I" o.llington 
Collected by Miss Price _ 
Collected by Mrs. Gisbey .. . 
Collected b.- Mrs. Hunt .. . 
Collected bj· Mrs. Perry ... 
Collected by Miss Wheeler 
Eox at Orphona.ge Go.tes ..• 
Collected h.- Miss Swain ... 
Collected by .Mrs. Hurrington 
Sandwich, per llankcn; .. . 

~n~8.t"W.s Prioo ::: ... . .. 
&nd..-ich, per Bonkers, Oct. 2 ... 
:Miss Jephs ... _ _ 
Collected b.- Mr. Fairmo.n 
Collected by Mr. Du.lton ... -
Collected b.- :Miss J. E. Cockshaw 
lllr. W. Jl.nnford ... ... ... . .. 
Jlaptist Church, Middleton Chau,y, per 

Pastor J. Dodwell 
E.ll. ... ... . .. 
"Every little helps" 
Mias Oll:euford's bas: 
M.L.R. 
S.H. ... . .. 
Mr. Jno. How 
Mrs. Wood's box 
.A thankoffering 

£•·d. 
l o o 
0 10 0 
Ii O 0 
2 0 0 
Ii O 0 
l O O 
. I O 0 
0 0 (I 
l 0 0 

lo o o 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
l l 0 
2 ., 0 
l 0 0 
0 5 0 
l Q 0 
2 1.1 8 
0 10 6 

0 14 6 

l 16 0 

0 10 0 
l 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 S 2 
0 6 6 
0 10 4 
0 8 0 
0 4 6 
0 l II 
0 10 o 
0 4 4 
l 16 4 
0 10 11 
0 II 9 
0 0 6 
0 9 Ill 
0 II }0 
0 i S 
5 2 7 
0 15 7 
O 4 6 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
l 2 0 
2 2 0 
3 10 0 
0 15 6 
l II 0 
0 12 0 
1 o 0 

l 0 0 
0 10 0 
o l 8 
l o o 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
2 2 0 
1 l 0 
0 5 0 

M.A.N. 
fl •· d. 

LRdy Fanny "frowa;:,i ... . .. 
0 10 0 
I 0 0 

"The O~o.n~' Ft·ic11d 11 

20 u 0 
Rev. W. . Oompton (q~;,:rlerli;i 0 5 0 
Mr. W. H. Snell ... ,.. ... l 0 0 
EMt London Taberna.olo Young Mc,{•~ 

Bible Clas• ... ••• ... . .. I 15 
Miss C. Smither ,., 0 6 0 
Mr. Jno. Jackson 6 n u 
A token of fellowship in the r,;i:d l 0 (l 

Mr. Wm. Cooke ... ... . .. 2 0 0 
Mr. T. D. Hansford 1 0 0 
Mr. C. W. Goodho.rt I 0 0 

r.rso'.:"hankoffcri~g f~~: o.n ipha~;~ 
0 2 6 

election ... •.• ... ... , .. l 0 0 
A Friend (qunrtei-ly) 0 I l 
F. A.S. ... . .. 0 /j " A Country Minister 0 3 0 
0 A Pilgnm '' ... . .. 

Peter"to 
45 0 (/ 

One who docs not rob ray 
Paul 2 10 0 

A Widow's Ti;ank;ffering0

{qu..;tcrly)::: u 10 0 
A lo.-cr of J csus ... ... ... . .. " 5 0 
A Friond 0 10 0 
W.A.M. 0 4, " Two Friends 0 5 0 
Mr. William Selmo~d a,;_d brother 5 0 0 
Mr. J. P. Marsh ... 1 0 0 
J.F. G. I 10 0 
Ann Ho.rd.am 0 2 0 
Collected by Miss ii;rtha·R. Wh~eler::: 4 8 9 
Lamentations ill. 24 .. . ... . .. 1 0 0 
Contents of Bertie'• Bonk S 10 0 

Collected bk Miss C. J eeson ,:.:.: • 
Mr. J. E. Pie ard ... ... O 10 0 
Mr. W. Stonyon ... 0 10 0 
Mr. R. Carryer ... 0 10 0 
lllr•. Nunncrley ... 0 10 0 
The Misses Bennett 0 6 0 
Mrs. &.mes ... 0 6 0, 
Miss Eames ... 0 s 0 
Miss Cooper ... 0 2 6 
MissRayncs ... 0 2 6 
Miss C. J esson l 0 0 

3 18 0 
Collected by Mrs. Way, Downs Chapel, 

Clapton . .. . . . 1 13 0 
Mr. W. E. Jackson ... 0 10 0 
Mrs. M. G. R. Chapman... 4 0 0 

Annrtal Subac,•ipiioHa : 
Mr. John Skinner ... 
Mr. W.Park... ... . .. 
Mrs. Winter, Co.terham .. . 
Miss Watts ... ... ... ... • .• 
Received at the Orphanage, Ootober l 

(S<'c separate liets)-
Collecting Boxes 98 I O 8 
Collecting Dooks 41 3 i 
Donations .. 18 16 9 

1 1 0 
I l o 
2 0 0 
2 2 0 

--- 158 11 0 

£884 6 2 

Becefred at the Orphll.n,gc, October l, 1870 :-

Collecting Boxes :

Mi& Pad don 
Mr . .McKee .. , 
Mr. C. Hughes 
Mr•. Nightscales 
Mr•. Poole ... 
:Miss Townsend .. . 
Mi,;s A. Goodwyn .. . 
Mast.er J. Doyle 
Mas HemJJLn 
Mrs. Ellis .. . 
Miss Atkins .. . 
Mis• E. Atkins .. . ... ,_ 
Little Alice and Willie Drewer .. 

£ e. d. 
n o 3 
2 10 O 
O 14 7 
0 12 3 
O 3 10 
J 6 5 
0 6 11 
0 3 3 
0 i II 
O 12 9 
0 4 0 
0 S 11 
O 4 II 

Mrs. Thome 
Mrs. J arries .. . 
Mrs. Cooke ... .., 
St. Leger Micho.els .. , 
W. H. Dcdambeam 
~fr. Sullivan ... ... 
Ms.<kr W. Chamberlain ... 
Miss Chamberlain ... 
Mr. Bctarnbea..n 
Misi Lewin ... 
Mi"81''. Ls.se 
Mast.er J. Woods 
Ma.tor C. Grant 
Miss Drake ... 

£ •· d. 
l O o 
0 4 0 
O 5 3 
0 4 0 
0 3 4 
0 5 6 
0 7 3 
0 i 10 
0 7 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 5 
0 7 0 
0 4 1 
0 ll 0 



lllo.ster ICemp 
MisR F. Lewis 
Arthur l[emp 
Mrs. Murtin 
Miss JJulchcr 
lllu•tcr D. Hill 
Mi"" llucl.lcy 
:Mnstcr llucldcv ... 
.Mn.stcr ]~. Cor~u.n , .. 
j\lr,. Wilson ... 
:l\lt·.:-1. }t()\ISC ••• 

Mrs. Lightfoot 
l\lrH. Uogcrs .. . 
Mi~s Uvton .. . 
Mrs. Wh,•utly 
ll.liss Snell ... 
:Miss Glndwin ... 
:Mi~s A. n. Wigncy 
:Mrs. Stcwu.rd 
:Miss Dcscroix 
Mrs. l?ibbons 
1d1s. :Fishel" ... . .. 
Master 'l'. Cruwlcy ... 
M.11.ster Hutchinson 
Master Lowe 
:Master Coupees 
:Mr~. Lawrence 
:Mr. Lawrence ... 
Miss and Master Butler 
llliss Choat ... 
Miss Durham .. . 
Master C. Bei,nett .. . 
l:fa~ter II. Lardner .. . 
Master A. Groom .. . 
llluster Taylor 
l\lru:tcr Holmes ... 
l.liss Julia Hanford 
l\11·s. lllackwell 
Miss Hubbard 
E. Abmhruns 
Master Sedcole .. . 
:Miss E. Patterson .. . 
:Mrs. O.xenford 
llliss M. Cotton 
lllaster W. Hubbard 
Miss Payne... . .. 
M•i.,;te1· H. Hurbison 
lilastm· A. Green 
lt:h-. Davies ... 
MissD1dl ... 
Miss E.Dull 
l.r.iss Dnle ... 
lllrs. llnrn<len 
Mrs. Youn~ 
Miss E. Hnxtcr 
lllaster Frisby 
lliss ll. Cortia.11 
.M.ii:,s L. Corsan 
Miss Hunt ... 
Mi•• A. Jllorgnn 
Miss M. Curtis 
111iss M. llftulf 
llliss Webber 
lllustcr Webber ..• 
::llbstcr H. Frisby ... 
Miss J\[oon ... . .. 
:Miss Skiuncr 
.A. J. Ilnyhall 
~liss Wilson .. 
:Miss Peddle ... 
H. l'. Mills ... 
.E. :E. 1-'recmo.n 
Mrs. ,v e,u·c ... 
lli ss l)oc :u·ce 
Ill iss Coo lee ... 
ltl 1·ti. Ellmorc 
Mbs Underwood ... 
Muster A. H. Willis 
llfoster A. J. Willis 
:Mr. Simmonds 
.Ml-a. n. V cars 

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE. 

£ •· d. 
0 B 8 
0 4 t; 
0 2 0 
0 2 3 
0 6 3 
o o a 
0 [0 6 
0 11 6 
0 5 10 
0 9 0 
0 8 I 
0 0 I 
0 17 U 
0 7 4 
1 3 6 
0 7 U 
1 4 I 
0 -1 8 
o 3 7 
l O 0 
0 5 6 
0 5 6 
0 15 7 
0 15 9 
0 4 3 
0 4 3 
0 4 11 
0 6 9 
0 10 3 
0 7 IU 
0 9 1 
O I 2 
0 lr; 0 
O I~ O 
0 6 6 
0 8 0 
0 5 8 
0 11 8 
0 2 7 
0 2 6 
0 4 7 
o l lo 
O 5 11 
0 2 l 
0 7 0 
0 0 3 
0 l 2 
0 2 3 
0 2 O 
0 4 0 
0 4 0 
O 11 10 
0 6 3 
0 4' 5 
0 9 9 
I 1 6 
0 3 9 
0 5 7 
0 16 9 
0 6 9 
0 5 4 
0 3 3 
0 2 2 
0 I 9 
0 3 3 
0 1, 5 
0 1 IU 
0 1 6 
0 10 0 
0 8 0 
ll 7 3 
0 5 5 
0 8 4 
0 1 ' 
0 2 5 
0 3 7 
0 6 8 
O 3 10 
0 3 6 
0 10 6 
0 8 0 

Miss Badenock ... 
Master B. Delncourt 
llluster J. Beckwith 
Master J. Dowsett ... 
Mrs. Luker .. . 
P.H. Watts .. . 
Miss White .. . 
W. A. F. Weeks 
J. Tuylor ... 
Mrs. Weeks .. . 
Miss Boulter .. . 
MfLqter Boulter 
Miss Seward ... 
Jllrs. Rainbolt 
Mi~s 1''risby ... ... 
l\Iastcr J. Wick stead 
Miss Wickstead 
Jllrs. Burton ... 
G. Rose 
1''. Rose •.• 
J\Iaster Fuller 
Jlla.ster Tarlton ... 
Ma,ter Thompson , .. 
J\liss Horsley 
T. Horsley ... 
Miss A. Wagner 
J\lise Williams 
lUiss Nunn ..• 
Mro. Hopkins 
:Hiss Munsey 
Miss J,;. Redley 
Miss Grose ... 
1\liss Corsa.n ... 
lllrs. Fielder .. . 
MissWayre .. . 
Mr. Johnson ... 
Mr. E. Phillips 
W.A. Phillips 
Mrs. Beckwith 
Miss ,van-en 
l\lisa Abbiss ... 
Miss Sherwood 
Miss E. Phillips 
Miss Ackland ... 
l1111.Ste1· H. Ackland 
JIIa.ster Campbell 
Mrs. Mellor ... 
llirs. R. Snelling 
Master C. Ball 
Muster J. Frisby 
Mrs.Adams ... 
Mrs. H ertzell 
Mrs. Allum ... 
Ma.ster Allum 
Mr•. Mallison 
Miss Fryer .. . 
A. llfo.rsball .. . 
M. Gooding .. . 
Mrs. Baker .. . 
Misti Descrciix 
Miss F. Higgs 
Mi:!!s Jones ... 
Master Home 
H. und C. Carter 
B. E. Ward .. 
Miss Lu.rkman ... 
Ma.s-ter T. Cockerton 
Mis.rWillia.ms ... , •• 
Miss n.nd Muster Pu.rker ... 
MissEnrle 
Miss Johnson .. . 
Mr. W. J. EVRn• ... . .. 
ltobel"l-street Ragged School 
Mis:t Hudson 
W. Renford ... 
Mr. 'l'. Goslin 
J. Sh&kel ... 
Mr. Kidman ... 
Miss Houlga.tc 
ll1 r. Ricbnrdsou 
Miss Drew .. , 

;jj3 

£ "· d. 
U 17 10 
0 5 6 
0 0 4 
0 6 9 
0 17 7 
0 6 7 
0 I 4 
0 6 2 
0 9 l 
0 10 II 
0 2 7 
0 I Jo 
0 19 7 
0 , 2 
0 4 6 
0 I , 
0 I 9 
0 1.; 8 
0 7 6 
0 3 3 
0 3 ., 
0 5 8 
O O lr, 
0 0 6 
0 0 10 
0 2 9 
0 3 7 
0 13 9 
0 13 6 
0 6 9 
o 3 0 
0 9 8 
0 4 8 
0 6 J[I 

o 4 II 
I 10 7 
0 6 6 
U 6 6 
0 I I 
0 9 6 
0 7 6 
0 9 6 
0 10 0 
0 7 10 
0 3 11 
0 0 8 
0 4 1 
0 B 4 
D 1 11 
0 4 9 
0 14 2 
0 3 0 
u 10 0 
0 3 3 
0 l 4 
0 15 0 
0 4 1 
0 1.; !I 
0 2 7 
0 2 Ii 
2 H 0 
0 11 6 
0 2 6 
0 I 6 
0 9 0 
0 4 ~ 
o l 6 
0 0 3 
0 5 •) 
1 5 0 
0 5 .; 
0 ID 4 
0 15 6 
0 6 l 
0 4 9 
I 10 8 
0 2 ,a, 
0 4 10 
0 IU 
0 4 11 
0 12 0 
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llli.s•Powell ... 
Miss 8tuRrt ... 
M:e.ster Ji'em .. . 
Mll•tcr Brightwell .. . 
A l'ri•nd .. . 
Mr,.H.,ayes .. . 
Mi8" Mills .. . 
Niss Besfor .. . 
:Mi~sM. Wnd~ 
.J. A. St~ad ... . .. 
:Me.~ter J. Dupont .. . 
J\ln;. Ellwood .. . 
)li~s Jones .. . 
A. 11. SmRll ... ... 
Ya~tC'r H. Perrnnan 
l\lRste,r .Mat('~ • ... 
lllaster Doddington 
Mt1.stcr.- ltound ... 
lllr. Burm.go ... 
Mi~ Carrington 
Ha<rn· Griffin 
F. Abrahnms 
l-liss PC'n-ett . . . 
)liss Mn.rtin .. . 
llln;. Hurst .. . 
Miss K .llliles 
M1~,;; \Vilson .. . 
llln;. Ellis .. . 
ML">J. Hoare 
lllr. Buckmaster 
Master DaT'ie 
M.i&s DaYie ... 
:Mis,; Pitt ·
:Mi:-.."i Thomns 
Miss E. Pn.ync 
lli:-t- Pa'l5m.ore ... 
Master Raworthy ..• 
Mrs. Court . .. -· 
S. Gubbins .. . 
W. Osborne .. . 
lllrs. Jennings 
MissLtuford 
Mr. Levinsohn 
MLSs Hughes 
111..iss S. Spun-ell 
Mrs. Fan-ow ... 
Mrs. Stockwell 
llrs. Smith .. 
Mrs. Alberty ... . .. 
Master T. Charlesworth ... 
Miss Buswell ... . .. 
Stockwell ,,Baptist Chapel 

Meetmg ... ... . .. 
Miss Munsey .. . 
Mr. H. E. Nicholls 
Mr. E. :M. Mo.rob ... 
Miss Viney .. . 
Miss Brown .. . 
Miss .E. Bowser 

Collecting Books :
Miss Farmer_ 
Mr.. DatcDUW 
::llrs. Abbott ... 
Miss Hal'"wa.rd 
llli.ss E. Er .. ns 

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE, 

£. s, d. 
II 8 7 
0 6 11 
0 7 
0 8 10 
0 l o 
0 3 2 
0 3 6 
O 7 10 
0 14 2 
l l!i 3 
0 10 4 
l l 0 
0 4 4 
0 l 9 
0 S 11 
0 15 2 
0 10 9 
0 Ill 2 
0 7 0 
II 18 3 
0 4 6 
0 0 l 
l 0 0 
0 JO 3 
II 3 6 
0 2 3 
0 JO I 
0 5 2 
O 7 2 
2 7 5 
0 2 I 
0 ! 4 
O 17 8 
0 6 3 
0 2 1 
0 3 II 
O 2 l 
0 1 6 
0 10 0 
0 4 4 
0 4 5 
O I 7 
l 6 I 
0 13 9 
0 S 11 
1 7 9 
0 JO 1 
0 2 6 
0 4 6 
0 12 7 
0 1-1 6 

0 10 I 
0 2 7 
0 2 4 
0 4 8 
0 2 O 
0 o 7 
o l 11 

£98 10 8 

1 8 
0 11 0 
0 lU 0 
0 1,1 0 
2 2 o 

Mis• Powell ... 
Miss Janet WRrd 
Miss Monn ... 
Gco1'1!" Paino 
Miss Jephs .. . 
!llrs. Evsns .. . 
Mi .. Burden .. . 
C. Da.·is .. . 
!lliss ll. Charles 
Miss Culver . . . . .. 
Mttstcr H. M1msell ... 
lllrs. lllcDonnnll 
Mrs. Underwood 
Miss Whitchend 
Mrs. Pope ... 
lllrs. Dnntcck 
Mn;. H. White 
lllr. Weeks ... 
Mrs. Conquest 
Mnstcr Smith 
Mrs. D•y 
llliss Monk ... . .. 
Master E. Barrett ... 
Mrs. Parker... . .. 
Mrs. Bowles ... 
Mrs. Kidmttn ... 
Miss E. C. Spurdens 
lllr. Crofts and Family 
Mr. &unders 
Master C. Howes 
Miss llart .. . 
Miss Goslin .. . 
Mr. Lufl' .. . 
Mr. Round ..• 
Mr. C. Miller 
l:liM Bonser ... 
Miss Hubba.rd 
111..iss Nisbet ... 

Donations:
M i~s Harris ... 
Mrs. W. Ranford ... . .. 
J. L .. in :\lemory of a Brother .. 
A Friend, per H. ll. Brown 
A Friend 
Lazell... .., 
Miss Wade ... 
Mn. Raybould 
A Friend ... 
MissBiggs ... 
Mrs. Gardiner 
Ml'B. Williamson 
A Widow's Mite ... 
Mr. W. J, Bigwood 
Mrs. Kelly ... 
Mrs. Rae ... ... . .. 
Mrs. Cox, per Rev. G. D. Cox 
Mrs. Cornell ... 
Mrs. Harper 
A 1''riend 
E. C. B, 
A :Frieucl ... . .. 
Sundry small amounts 

£ •· d. 
0 10 o 
1 7 G 
5 0 O 
0 6 0 
1 14 O 
0 11 0 
0 7 0 
0 l 6 
0 16 0 
0 II o 
I IS 6 
0 15 0 
0 6 0 
0 H O 
0 19 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 6 
I 3 11 
O JG 3 
0 I O 
O 12 O 
0 15 4 
0 8 3 
5 0 0 
0 16 0 
0 11 0 
0 10 0 
0 13 0 
0 15 o 
0 7 & 
0 8 0 
I O 0 
l 6 9 
u 9 0 
I O o 
II 4 0 
I O O 
1 10 0 

£H 3 7 

0 10 0 
0 10 0 
l 1 o 
l o o 
0 0 & 
0 6 0 
5 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 2 & 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
l o 0 
0 2 6 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 II 5 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 I 0 
0 2 6 
I O 0 
0 10 4 

£18 16 0 

List of Prc,,mt1, per Mr. Charl,stoorth :-Paoviswss.-3 Ba.eh of Flour and 3 Backs of Pohtoes, 
part yield of Orphanage Acre, Mr. Jllm,.., Toller; e. B""k of Flour, Mr. Goddard; 3j 'fous of Coals, 
Mr. J. Young. 

CwTmsG, 6:c.-2 Shirts e.nd 5 pairs of Socia, G. D.; 6 piira of Stays, 9 Flannel Petticoats, L~r!ics' 
Working Asoociation, Wynne-road, Brixton; 15 1''lannel Shirt,, I.mlies Sewing Society, Chipping 
:Korton; G p.1ir.; of Sock<, lira. Tr.ri.1.1; 7 Vest,, 4 pairs of Trousers. I Jacket, Mr•. Ellis. 

Fo1< bA.LE H.uo>1.-l Wool Mat, 1 pair of CuJfa, 1 Cotton M..t, Mw Kate Oakley; 2 pairs of Cuff,, 
1 Cotwn Mat, Mi.so ]>fury Oa.k!ey. 

GesY.e.-c.-An Air Bed, M:e•.r•. Pocock Bro•.; a pa.reel of Magazines, Books, &c., Mr. F. John; o. 
Day', w.._.hing by .Mr,. Sowerbutts (i,O<)f) articles), with the S..pohne s,,.p. Mr. Charlesw,,r\h feels 
bouud w ""Y thlit the S..poline is an admirable invantion for w.i.,hing the clirti~st linen witll JLLt 
rul,L,ing it. 
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Statement of lleotHptsf,-oni September 20tli to October 1901, 1879. 

A po01· member 
1\lr. ,v. Uourno 
Mias E. lloohc 
Mr. J. C. Grimes .. . 

£ e. d. 
0 0 4 
I O O 
I O 0 
a 10 o 

Mr. J. Scniwtight ... ... ... 
Mrs. J£l.nc I1u.n.;o1u1, thankoft'ering f~,: I O 0 

prcR-crvution of crop::1 .. , 
A Widow's l\lito ... 
lllr. D. Clinton T1tylor ... 

l'cr ~lis8 Lizzie Culvcl' :
Mr. S. F. llridgo 
Mr. Culver ... 
Mrs. Colcmn.n 
Mrs. Gurney ... 
Lettie lllackford 
Lizzie Culver 

0 5 0 
0 lo 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 O 
1 0 O 
I O O 

Collected by ll[r. J. Levinsohn .. . 
Collected by Mr. Isaac Allum ... ... 

Collected by Mrs. H. Hutt, Reading:
.Annual Subscriptiotia: 

Mr. Callis . (1878) 
Mt·. Julian 
Mr.H.Hutt ,, 
Mr. Cmft (1879) 
Mr. Hoffman ,, 
Mr. Bragg 
JIIr. Juli11n 
Mr. H. Hutt 
Mr. Colebrook ,, 
:Mr. Gooda,cre ,, 
Proceeds of sale of waste 

paper from Mr. Hutt's 
office 

l l 0 
l O 0 
l 1 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 
l 1 0 
l l 0 
1 1 0 

0 H 6 

F1icnds at Caine, per Pnstor W. H. J. 
Pagc:

Mr. 1'. Harris 
Mr. Chappell 
Miss llo.ily ,., 
:Mrs. H'cevil ... . .. 
Mr. Joseph Harris ... 
Miss Henly ... 
Mr. Orcho.rd ... • .. 
Mrs. Chillingworth... .. . 
Castle Street Sunday School 

Rev. R. Wrench 
.M1·s. Evans . .. . .. 
Mr. Charles Clark .. . 
:Miss Sarah Drown .. . 
W. D., e. seeker 
Miss L. Buswell .. . 

2 2 0 
l O 0 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
O 2 0 
0 10 0 

Miss E. Crumpton ... ... ... 
A Reader of "Sword and Trowel•' 
Mrs. Elizabeth J amcs 
Mr. W. L. Maynard 
A grateful heart .. . 
s. ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. John No1Tis, profit on tempera.nee 

drink sold to guards, &c. 
:M1·. and Mrs. Norris 
" A SurbitonillJl,. ... 
An occoJ;iono.l Hearer 
H. R. P. . .. 
Mr. 0. Hearn ... 
The Misses Newman ... . .. 
Messrs. C. W. and W. H. Roberts 
Mrs. Lutley, for prnyer o.nswercd 
]\fr. and Mrs. J. W. Grose ... 

Collected by Mr. Murrell:
Mr. 0. A. Warren ... 
Mr. lt'inch ... 
Mr. Dunn ... 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

3 0 Q 

6 0 0 
2 l 2 

4 .5 0 
2 12 6 
5 0 U 

9 11 0 

5 16 6 
l I 0 
2 O 0 
0 10 0 
0 ill 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
l O 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 Ii 0 

0 3 9 
0 3 9 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 

10 10 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 

Mi~s C. Rus!':cll 
A :Friend ... 
Mrs. Potier ••• 
Anon ... 
A l;-rien<l ... ... ... . .. 
A Fric!n<l, per Mr. T. Spurgeon ... 
Mr11. Tomkins ... ... . .. . .. 
Given to Mr. C. Spurgron for programmes 
Coll<•ctr,\ by lllr•. Charle,worth ... 
CollC'ctcd by }I ise Charlesworth... . .. 
Colkcted by Jrlias Annie Charlesworth ... 
G. W. Johnson (old boy', card)... . .. 
llles91·s. Coulson, Loney, and Smith (do.) 
Rev. A. Tessier, Bromley, Kent... . .. 
A widow and daughter, per Mr. Spu,·-

geon ... 
E.D. ... ... ... ... ... ··· 
Mr. C. J. Brown, per Rev. W. Carden 

Jones ... ... ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss Marion Everett ... 
Three Sisters at Croydon, per W. Olney 
W. S. Hobson (orphan boy"s card) ... 
E. B., per Mr. Charlesworth ... . .. 
Miss Wright, per Mr. Charlesworth .. . 
lllrs. Hasler, per Mr. Charlesworth .. . 
H. A. Day and Mother, per Mr. Charles-

worth ... ... ... ... • .. 
Miss Pillans and Friends, per Mr. Law-

rence ... 
Mrs. Fitzgerald .. . 
Mrs.Jane Morris .. . 
Mrs. James Smith .. . 
Pastor W. Stott .. . . .. 
Miss Watt• (Ann. Sub.) ... 
R .. K Sears .. . 
M.L.R ... . 
Mr. John How 
111. lilrrell ... ... • .. 
11 The Orphan<:;' Friend'' ... 
A Poor Member 
Mr. H. Mansell 
Mrs. Halliwell 
Mrs. Fortune ... 
Mr. S. Willson, senior 
Stamps from Burslcm 
Miss E. Young ... ... . .. 
Anon .. Glasgow, per Mr. Spurgeon 
Mrs. Paul ... 
III. K. McM. ... 
11[ r. J amcs Sinclair 
'l'he Misses Moore ... 
Repter Emmanuel ... ... .. . 
A l'l"iend, Glasgow, per Mr. Splll1?eon .. . 
Mrs. Chaplin, per RcY. E. Osborne 
Mr. J. Alexa.nder ... 
J.B. F. .. 
llH. W. Fuller 
A Fliend ... 
lllrs. C. Hooper 
Mr. E. Stimson ... 
0. D. D., and Friends 
Mr. J. P. Marsh .. . 
Dr. Swallow .. ... ... ... 
Miss Do.rkcr'e :Mothers' )Iceting 
Mrs. "'ilson .. . 
Mis, White .. . 
Mrs. E. Sinclair 
Miss D. ... 
Mrs. Willmot ... .. . 
C. F. Hunt, Thankoffering ... ... 
J. (monthly)... ... ... .. . . .. 
s. T. and R. V., proceeds of hop-!'icking 
Mr. F, W. Brackett .. . 
Miss Cockshaw's Pupils .. . 

£ s. rl. 
I II 
0 12 
I 0 
0 2 H 
0 2 O 
o Jo o 
2 0 0 
:l O G 
2 3 6 
.-, 3 0 

I 9 2 
II ]6 0 
I O 0 
1 0 0 

0 5 0 
20 0 0 

9 9 
0 8 0 
0 10 0 
0 12 ., 
0 5 0 
1 I o 
0 10 0 

0 5 0 

I 14 6 
2 0 0 
0 10 6 
.5 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 O 
0 5 0 
0 5 u 
2 2 0 
1 II 0 

20 0 0 
0 0 -l 
3 3 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
l I 0 
0 2 0 
1 1 0 
i O 0 

20 0 0 
0 5 0 
I O o 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 O 

10 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 II 
0 JO O 
I I 0 
I I 0 
I 10 o 
1 0 0 
2 :! () 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
u 12 6 
5 0 0 
0 JO 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 I O 
2 10 0 
., 0 0 
l 1 O 

]I[ rs. Winsor' s class 
Mr, Richal'<l Evo.ns.., 

7 0 0 
I 4 0 

10 0 0 
£:/46 ltl ;; 
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~.olp-arhtgt ~ssachdi.ou. 
8tntet11c11.t <!_f &ceipts _r,•om Srptem.ber 20th to October l9tll, 1879. 

8Nbscl'iption, mad Dom1tiot1s fot· Disfrt"cts :-

Rodicigh District .. . ... ... .. . 
R. "W. S. Griffith, Esq., for Frithnm .. . 
"W. R .. for Tiiddin!<" ... ... .. . 
East Dc,·on Colporta11c Association .. . 
G. E., for K('ttt•rin~ Di~trict •.• . .. 
Chippin~ X orton Distric-t... . .. . .. 
Suffolk C-0ngregational Union-Thurlow 

Di~hict ... ... ... ... . .. 
~utbl"'rn Dnpt.i~t A~~ociation, quarterly 
l\orthampton Bapth:t A~socio.tion ... 
:Es~x Con1?rc~RtionR.l Union ... 
E~·thornr District ... . .. 
Bower Chnlkc District . .. ... -• 
Elder,-' Dible Class, Metropolitan Taber-

nRcle ... ... ... ... . .. 
Matlock_ nnd Wirksworth Colportnge 

Assocmtion ___ ... ... .. 
Cambrid!?'c Baptist Association .. . 
l!iewbury District ... ... . .. 

.£ s. d. 
10 0 0 
10 0 O 
7 10 0 

10 0 O 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 
55 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 
i 10 0 
5 10 0 

5 0 

3 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 

E. D., 9.uartcrly ... 
P. B. D1lborough, Esq. 
Mrs. J. Jltonncry .. . 
Miss E. Rooke ... ... 

£ •· d • 
25 0 o 
3 3 0 
5 0 0 
0 JO 0 

X. Y. Z., Mite No. 3, less 8d, i,:~id r~·,. 
registration ... ... o 9 4 

J. w.... ... ... ... ... 0 2 6 
Mr. A. H. Seard ... ... ... o 5 
RcRder of" Sword nnd Trowel" o JO O 
Mrs. Eliza Ed Wl\l"ds 1 o z 
Mr. George Kingerlcc O 10 o 
Mr. J. C. Grimes ... I 10 o 
Mr. Spri~gs... .. . .. . . .. o .5 o 
Mis.• llent ••• ... ... ... o 2 6 
Dr. Van Somercn, Hydernbnd ... 5 11 o 
A thankoffering o 10 o 
J.B. I,'. ... ... I I O 
Mr. T. D. Rausford 2 o o 
Ross-shire man . . . ... . . . o 5 o 
Mrs. M. J. Robertson Aikman ... 5 o o 
Mr. C. W. Goodhart I 0 o 

£208 15 O Mr. S. Willson, sen. 1 1 o 
Mrs. Uebecca Bnll... ... ••. o 10 o 

Subscript,o,,, Rnd Donrl'lio,,, to tAt Gene,·r,l 
Fi,nd. 

Readers of the" Christi= Herald" 10 13 10 
Mr. J.P. Marsh ... ... ... O 10 o 
Miss Unmn, per Mr. F. Potter... 0 JO o 

£ e. d. Rev. J. Richards, per Mr. Jasper 1 l o 
Mr. C. J. Brown ••. O 111 0 Mrs. M. G. R. Chnpman ... 4 o o &· ~--· E.·· o

5 0
2 o

0 
Anne Whatley •.• ... o 10 0 

Mr. Her,Co~·~-. T·.;;,,pemnce ~ £78 t 2 
Rooms, Crawley... ... o 10 0 ___ _ 

E1tnAn>1.-Mrs. Dix, for Maldon, a,,.knowledged .£10 Inst month, should be £30. 

jaridit .of ~.frangtlisfa. 
Statement fJf Receipt• f1·0111 Septe1nbe1· 20tlt t" October l9t7,, '1879. 

Bnmley, for broadsides . .. •.. . .. 
Thankoffering from Blackpool, per Rev. 

S. Pilling ... ... -• -• ... 
Thankofferll4( from Burnley, per .Messra. 

Smith and Fullerton:
Sub:,cripticms: 

Mr. Abraham Altham 
lllr. John Ta,lor .. . 
Mr. C. Mitchell .. . 
Mr. D. Duckworth .. . 
Mr. W.Smith 
::lir. W. Baldwin ... 
l.Ir. John StM·enson 
Mr. ::11. Mitchell ... 
Mr~. S. Lowther -· 
Widow':-- ~lite -· 

(J_ffr,-inr1s nf Sert·icr.s: 
Surplus from :Mec:hanics' 

Hall, alter payiug all ex• 

16 0 0 
10 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
l l 0 
l 1 0 
l l 0 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 
o l O 

pen..cs ... 14 1 2 
Ciuti.t Hall, Colnc 6 6 0 

£ s. d. I 

2 10 0 

7 0 0 

.£ s. cl. 
Raggntc and Bumley Lnnc 

Chapels ... ... -· 
Ebenezer Chapel, Bacup .. . 
Salem Chapel, Nelson .. . 
Primitive Methodist Chapel, 

Brierfield ... . . . . .. 

18 9 5;¼ 
5 0 0 
4 6 7 

3 11 0 
Amon Chapel, Burnley .. . 
EbenezerChapel, Bumley .. . 

3 5 9½ 
3 0 0 

Mount Pleasant Chapel, 
Bnmley ... ... . .. 

Salem Congregational Chapel, 
Burnley ... . .. 

Sion Chapel, Durn!ey 

0 

3 0 
2 10 0 
--- 100 O O 

Mr. Isaac Leach ... ... ... ... O 10 G 
Rradere of the "Christian Herald" ... 10 10 l 
Thankoffcring for Mr. Burn.ham's work 

at Goudhurst, per Rev. J. J. Kendon I l 0 

£121 11 7 

------------
On September 22 )[r. Spuri:eon rccei,-cd five £10 Bank of England notes. In default of nny 

directiun, he will u:--e the arr.ount in the Lord's work as necessity requires. 
Mr. Spw·gcon has received, from Mi·. G. ,vren, a Gold Albert Ch11in, which will be sold at 

the liro-t con l'cnient opportunity. 

Frien.ds u,uiill!J present, to tlte 0,-pltanage a,•e earnestly nq11edted to let tlteir 
'Ttn11ws or 'i•11:itials accompany tlte same, 01· rve cmuwt prope,·ly ack,wwledge tlte1n; and 
auo to 1,:1·itr Jllr. ,~nll"geon if no acluw1vleti9me11t ,;a sent 1uitl1ir,, a meek . 

.S11b•criptimts 11·ill be tlta-nlifully ,·eeeived by C. H. Spm·geon, Nig!ttingale La'IUJ, 
Ba.ll,am. Should any 1ums be unackttmvledged iTt tltis liat,friends a1·e 1·l'q11e.vted to 
91•ri-te at once to 11/r. Spn,·geon. Poat Office Orders slwuld be mada payable at tlie 
Cltir,f Office, London, to C. H . .spm·geon, 
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL. 

DECEMBER, 1879. 

m:I,at is it la fuiu a j.oul ? 
A COLLEGE LECTURE, BY C. H, SPURGEON. 

( Continuedjrom page 509.) 

D 
H.A. VE already insisted upon instruction and impression as 

most needful to soul-winning, but these are not all-they 
are indeed only means to the desired end. A far greater 
work must be done before a man is saved. A wonder of 
divine grace must be wrought upon the soul far transcend

ing anything which can be accomplished by the power of man. Of all 
whom we would fain win for Jesus it is true, "Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." The Holy Ghost must work 
regeneration in the objects of our love, or they never can become pos
sessors of eternal happiness. 'l'hey must be quickened into a new life, 
and they must become new creatures in Christ J esns. The same energy 
which accomplishes resurrection and creation must put forth all its 
power upon them ; nothing short of this can meet the case. They must 
be born again from above. This might seem at first sight to put 
human. instrumentality altogether out of the field; but on turning to 
the Scriptures we find nothing lo justify such an inference and much 
of quite an opposite tendency. There we certainly find the Lord to be 
all in all, but we find no hint that the use of means must therefore be 
dispensed with. The Lord's supreme majesty and power are seen 
all the more gloriously because he works by means. He is so great 
that he ia not afraid to put honour upon the instruments he employs, 
by speaking of them in high terms, and imputing to them great in
fluence. It is sadly possible to say too little of the Holy Spirit; indeed, 

39 



WHAT IS IT TO WIN A SOUL? 

I fear this is one of the crying sins of the age; but yet that infallible 
word, which always rightly balances truth, while it magnifies the Holy 
Ghost, does not speak lightly of the men by whom he works. God does 
no_t think his o~n honour to be so questionable that it can only be main
tamed by decrymg the human agent. There are two passages in the 
epistles which, when put together, have often amazed me. Paul com
pares himself both t-0 a father and to a mother in the matter of the 
new birth: he says of one convert, "Whom I have begotten in my 
bonds," and of a whole church he says, "My little children, of whom I 
tra,ail in birth again until Christ be formed in you." This is going 
very fer ; indeed, much further than modern orthodoxy would permit 
the most useful minister to venture, and yet it is language sanctioned 
yea, dictated, by the Spirit of God himself, and therefore it is not to b; 
criticized. Such mysterious power doth God infuse into the instru
mentality which he ordains that we are called," labourers together with 
God ; ., and this is at once the source of our responsibility and the 
ground of our hope. 

Regeneration, or the new birth, works a change in the whole nature 
of man, and, so far as we can judge, its ei;;sence lies in the implantation 
and creation of a new principle within the man. The Holy Ghost creates 
in us a new, heavenly, and immortal nature, which is known in Scripture 
as " the spirit," by way of distinction from the soul. Our theory of 
regeneration is that man in his fallen nature consists only of body and 
soul, and that when he is regenerated there is crrnted in him a new and 
higher natnre-"the spirit," which is a spark from the everlasting fire of 
God's life and love ; this falls into the heart and abides there and makes 
its receiver "a partaker of the divine nature." Thenceforward the man 
consists of three parts, body, soul, and spirit, and the spirit is the 
reigning power of the three. You will all remember that memorable 
chapter upon the resurrection, 1 Corinthians xv., where the distinction is 
well brought out in the original, and may even be perceived in our 
version. The passage rendered, "It is sown a natural body," &c., might 
be read, "It is sown a soulish body; it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a soulish body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, 
The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 
quickening sp£rit. Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual, but 
that whic;h is soulish; and afterward that which is spiritual." We are 
first in the natural or soulish stage of being, like the first Adam, and 
then in regeneration we enter into a new condition, and we become 
possessors of the life-giving" spirit." Without this spirit n? man can ~ee 
or enter the kingdom of heaven. It must therefore be our mtense desire 
that the Holy Spirit should visit our hearers and create them anew,-that 
he would come down upon these dry bones, and breathe e~ernal life into 
the dead in sin. Till this is done they can never receive the truth, 
"For the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." "The carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 
A new and lieavenly mind must be created by Omnipotence, or the_ man 
must abide iu deatb. You see, then, that we have bef'ore us a mighty 
work, for wLic;h we are of ourselves totally incapable. No minister living 
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cnn save n soul, nor can all of us together, nor all the saints on earth 
or in heaven, work regeneration in a single person. The whole business 
on our part is the height of absurdity unless we regard ourselves as 
used by the Holy Ghost, and filled with his power. On the other hand, 
the marvels of regeneration which attend our ministry are the best 
seals nnd witnesses of our commission. Whereas the apostles could 
appeal to the miracles of Christ, and to thorn which they wrou"'ht in 
his name, we appeal to the miracles of the Holy Ghost, which 

0

are as 
divine and as real as those of our Lord himselr. These miracles are 
the creation of a new life in the human bosom, and the total change of 
the whole being of those upon whom the Spirit descends. 

As this God-begotten spiritual life in men is a mystery, we shall 
speak to more practical effect if we dwell upon the signs following and 
accompanying it, for these are the things we must aim at. First, rege
neration will be shown in conviction of sin. This we believe to be an 
indispensable mark of the Spirit's work; the new life as it enters the 
heart causes intense inward pain as one of its first effects. Thongh 
nowadays we hear of persons being healed before they have been 
wounded, and brought into a certainty of justification without ever 
having lamented their condemnation, we are very dubious as to the 
value of such healings and justifyings. This style of thing,1 is not 
according to the truth. God never clothes men until he has first 
stripped them, nor does he quir.ken them by the gospel till first they are 
slain by the law. When you meet with persons in whom there is no 
trace of conviction of sin, you may be quite f\Ure that they have not 
been wrought upon by the Holy Spirit; for "when be is come he will 
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." When 
the Spirit of the Lord breathes on us he withers all the glory of man, 
which is but as the flower of grass, and then he reveals a higher and 
abiding glory. Do not be astonished if you find this conviction of sin to 
be very acute and alarming ; but, on the other hand, do not condemn 
those in whom it is less intense, for RO long as sin is mourned over, con
fessed, forsaken, and abhorred, you have an evident fruit of the Spirit. 
Much of the horror and unbelief which goes with conviction is not of the 
Spirit of God, but comes of Satan or corrupt nature : yet there must 
be true and deep conviction of sin, and this the preacher must labour 
to produce, for where this is not felt the new birth has not taken place. 

Equally certain is it that true conversion may be known by the exhi
bition of a szmple faith in Jesus Christ. You need not that I speak unto 
you of that, for you yourselves are fully persuaded of it. The prodnc. 
tion of faith is the very centre of the target at which you aim. The 
proof to you that you have won the man's soul for Jesus is never before 
you till he has done with himself and his own merits, and has closed in 
with Christ. Great care must be ta.ken that this faith is exercised upon 
Christ for a complete salvation, and not for a part of it. Numbers of 
persons think that the Lord Jesus is available for the pardon of past 
sin, but they cannot trust him for their preservation in the future. They 
trust for years past but not for years to come, whereas no such sub
division of salvation is ever spoken of in Scripture as the work of Christ. 
Either he bore all our sin, or none; and he either saves us once for all, 
or not at all. His death can never be repeated, and it mnst hare made 



560 WHAT IS IT TO WIN A SOUL? 

expiation for the future sin of believers, or they are lost, since no further 
atonement cRn be supposed, and future sin is certain to be committed. 
Ble~sed be his name, " by him all that believe are justified from all 
things." Salvation by grace is eternal salvation. Sinners must com
mit their souls to the keeping of Christ to all eternity; bow else are 
they saved men ? Alas, accor<ling to the teaching of some, believers are 
only saved in part, and for the rest must depend upon theit- future en
deavours. Is this the gospel ? I trow not. Genuine faith trusts a 
whole Christ for the who~e of salvation. Is it any wonder that many 
converts fall away, when, m fact, they were never taught to exercise faith 
in Jesus for eternal salvation, but only for tern porary con version ? A 
faulty_ e~hibition_ of C!1!·ist bege~s a faulty faitl~, and ,vhen this pines 
away m its own imbecility, who 1s to blame for it? According to their 
faith so is it unto them: the preacher and possessor of a partial faith 
must unitedly bear the blame of the failure when their poor mutilated 
trust comes to a break-down. I would the more earnestly insist upon 
this becaus_e a s~rni-legal way of believing is so common. We must urge 
the tremblmg smner to trust wholly and alone upon the Lord Jesus for 
ever, or we shall have him inferring that he is to begin in the spirit and 
be made perfect by the flesh : be will surely walk by faith as to the past, 
and then by works as to the future, and this will be fatal. True faith in 
Jesus receives e!,ernal life, and sees perfect salvation in him, whose one 
sacrifice bath sanctified the people of God once for all. The sense of 
being saved, completely saved in Christ Jesus, is not, as some suppose, 
the source of carnal security and the enemy of holy zeal, but the very 
reverse. Delivered from the fear which makes the salvation of self a 
more immediate object than salvation from self, and inspired by holy 
gratitude to bis Redeemer, the regenerated man becomes capable of virtue 
and is filled with an enthusiasm for God's glory. While trembling 
under a sense of insecurity a man gives his chief thought to his own 
interests; bnt planted firmly on the Rock of ages he has time and heart 
to utter the new song whieh the Lord has put into his mouth, and 
then is his moral salvation complete, for self is no longer the lord of his 
being. Rest not content till you see clear evidence in your converts 
of a simple, sincere, and decided faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Together with undivided faith in J es:us Christ the~e must also be 
unfeigned rrpentance of sin. Repentance is an old-fashioned word, not 
much used by modern revivalists. "Oh," said a minister to me one 
day, "it only means a change of mind." This was thought to be a 
profound observation. "Only a change of_mind "; but what a ?ha~g~ ! 
A. change of mind with regard to ererythmg ! Instead of Eaym~ i~ is 
"only a change of mind," it seems to me more. tru~hful to say it is a 
great and deep change-even a change of the mu~d itself. But wha_t
e,er the literal Greek word may mean, repentance is no trifle. You will 
not find a better definition of it thau the one given in the children's 
hymn:-

"Repentance is to leave 
The sins we loved betore ; 

And show that we in earnest grieve, 
By doing so no more.'' 

True conversion is in all men attended by a sense of sin, which we have 
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spoken of under the head of conviction; by a sorrow for sin or holy 
grief at having committed it; by a hatred of sin, which proves that its 
dominion is ended; and by a practical turning from sin, which shows that 
the life within the soul is operating upon the life without. True belief 
and true repentance are twins: it would be idle to attempt to say which 
is born first. All the spokes of a wheel move at once when the wheel 
moves, end so all the graces commence action when regeneration is 
,vrought by the Holy Ghost. Repentance, however, there must be. 
No sinner looks to the Saviour with a dry eye or a hard heart. Aim, 
therefore, at heart-breaking, at bringing home condemnation to the con
science, and weaning the mind from sin, and be not content till the 
whole mind is deeply and vitally changed in reference to sin. 

Another proof of the conquest of a soul for Christ will be found in 
a rPal change of life. If the man does not live differently from what he 
did before, both at home and abroad, liis repentance needs to be re
pented of, and his conversion is a fiction. Not only action and language, 
but spirit and temper must be chansred. "But," says some one, "grace 
is often grafted on a crab-stock." I know it is, but what is the fruit of 
the grafting? The fruit will be like the graning, and not after the 
nature of the original stem. "But," says another, "I have an awful 
temper, and all of a sudden it overcomes me. My anger is soon over, 
and I feel very penitent. Though I cannot control myself, I am 
quite sure I am a Christian." Not so fast, my friend, or I may answer 
tiiat I am quite as sure the other way. What is the use of your soon 
cooling if in two or three moments you scald all around you? If a 
man stabs me in a fury it will not heal my wound to see him grieving 
over his madness. Hasty temper must be conquered, and the whole 
man must be renewed, or conversion will be questionable. We are 
not to hold up a modified holiness before our people, and say, You will 
be all right if you rearh that standard. The Scripture says, " He that 
committeth sin is of the devil." Abiding under the power of any known 
sin is fl mark of our being the servants of sin, for "his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey." Idle are the boasts of a man who harbonrs within 
himself the love of any transgression. He may feel what he likes, and 
believe what he likes, he is still in the gall of bitterness and the bonds 
of iniquity while a single sin rules his heart and life. Tme regeneration 
implants a hatred of all evil, and where one sin is delighted in, the 
evidence is fatal to a sound hope. A man need not take a dozen poisons 
to destroy bis life, one is quite sufficient. 

There must be a harmony between the life and the profession. A 
Christian professes to renounce sin, and if be does not do so, his very 
name is an imposture. A drunken man came up to Rowland Hill one 
day, and said, "I am one of your converts, Mr. Hill." "I dare say you 
are," replied that shrewd and sensible preacher, "but you are none of 
the Lo:-d's, or you would not be drunk.'' To this practical test we 
mnst bring all our work. 

In our converts we must also see irne prayer, which is the vital breat_h 
of godliness. If there is no prayer you may be quite sure the soul 1s 
dead. We are not to urge men to pray as though it were the gr~at 
gospel duty, and the one prescribed way of salvation; for our chief 
message is, " Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ." It is easy to put 
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prayC'r into it-s wrong place, and make it ont to be a kind of work by 
which men are to Jive; bnt this you will, I trust, most carefully nvoid. 
Faith is the great gospel grace; bnt still we cannot forget that truP faith 
always prays, and when a man profosrns faith in the Lord Jesus and yet 
does not cry to the Lord daily, we dare not believe in his faith or ·his 
conversion. The H11ly Ghost's evidence by which he convinced Ananias 
of Paul's conversion was not, "Behold, he talks loudly of his joys and 
feelings," but," Behold, he prayeth"; and that prayer was secret heart
broken confession and supplication. Oh, to see this sure evid~nce in 
all who profess to be our converts! 

There must also be a 'IJ.:illi'11g1UJss to obey the Lord i"n all his com
mandments. It is a shameful thing for a man to profess discipleship 
and yet refuse to learn his Lord's will upon certain points, or even dare 
to decline obedience when that will is known. How can a man be a 
disciple of Christ when he openl_v declines to obey him? 

If the professed convert distinctly and deliberately declares that be 
knows his Lord's will but does not mean to attend to it, you are not to 
pamper his prernmption, but it is your duty to assure him that he is 
not t:aved. Has not the Lord said, "He that taketh not up his cross, 
and C"Ometb after me, cannot be my diEciple"? Mistakes as to what the 
Lord's will may be are to be tenderly corrected, but anything like 
wilful disobedience is fatal ; to tolerate it would be treason to him that 
sent ns. Jesus mnst be received as King as well as Priest, and where 
there is any hesitancy about this, the foundation of godliness is not yet 
laid. 

" Faith must obey her Maker's will 
As well as trust bis grace; 

A pardoning God is jealous still 
For his own holiness." 

Tbns you see, my brethren, the signs which prove that a so~l is won 
are by no means trifling, and the work to be don_e ere those signs ?an 
exist is not to be lightly spoken of. A soul-wmner can do nolhmg 
without God. He must cast himself on the Invisible, or be a laughing
stock to the devil, who rel!ards with utter disdain all who think to sub
dne human nature with mere words and arguments. To all who hope 
to succeed in such a Jab1,nr by their own strength, we would address the 
words of the Lord to Job, "Canst thou draw out leviathan. with a 
book? or his tongue with _a cord wh_ich thou ~ettes~ down? W1l~ thou 
play '"°ith him as with ~ bird? or wilt thou bmd him for thy maidens? 
La, thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more. Beh_old, 
the· bope of him is in vain: shall n?t one be ca,t down even _at th~ sight 
of him?" Dependence UIJ?D God 1s our strength, and our Joy: rn that 
dependence go forth and win souls. 
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BY G. HOLDEN PIKE. 

GIPSl~S _have always been regarded with extraordinary interest, and 
cunos1ty has been wonderfully stimulated by the obscurity of 

their origin. It does not appear that anyone can point with absolute 
certainty to thfJ country whence the nomadic gangs originally came; 
but through successive generations their tastes and habits have remained 
unaltered. The love of change and excitement, which first taught them 
to take to the road, has continued to this day; and their aversion to a 
stationary home remains as strong as ever. If, through adverse circum
stances, a family must perforce house themselves through the winter, 
the earliest sunshine and the first genial breezes of spring tempt them 
again abroad among the open commons and the grassy road-sides. 
They cannot be happy unless they can roam so as to attend at various 
fairs, and try their luck at the illegal diversion of fortune-telling. .At 
different times some brave attempts have been made by warm-hearted 
philanthropists to civilize, or ratber to Christianize, these rovers; but 
still the question is sometimes asked,-A re they reclaimable, or are they 
past hope? Some think that a gipsy is synonymous with all that is 
idle and criminal; but others whose experience among them has not 
been without good fruit tell a more encouraging story. 

Poets and story-writers have ever loved to throw a halo of mystery 
around the gipsy tribe ; and the suggestions of romance have seldom 
been more forcibly expressed than in a prize poem of the University of 
Oxford written in 1837 :-

., Say, can it be, that while this earth was young, 
While yet heaven's glory round her childhood hung, 
In lonely splendour walked upon the earth 
The swarthy sires whence these derive their birth, 
Of giant power, of eagle"s piercing ken, 
Wisest and mightiest of the sons of men? 
What ifin yonder chief of tattered vest 
Glows the same blood that warmed a Pharaoh's breast? 
If in the fiery eye, the haughty mien, 
The tawny hue of yonder gipsy queen, 
Still dwells the light of Cleopatra's charms, 
The winning grace that roused the world tu arms, 
That called Rome's legions to a watery grave, 
And bound earth's lord to be a woman's slave? 
Lo, Mizraim's kingcraft, of its glory reft, 
Is shrunk to petty deeds of midnight theft! 
Lo, Egypt's wisdom only lives to pry 
Through the dark arts of paltry palwistry ! 
The salt that lacked 1111 savour from above, 
The daring pride that knew no bumble love, 
The priestly love that worshipped all save God, 
Bene11th the foot of men must evermore be trod." 

As these people are a mystery both to themselves and to ot?ers, it is 
110 marvel that many conflicting opinions are afloat respectmg them. 
When they first appeared in England, and whence they came, no man 
<ian tell with absolute certainty. Some have supposed that the name 
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by which they are known is a corruption of Egyptian, and that the 
wanderers came forth from some Eastern region nearly five hundred 
years ago. A troop who appeared in France in the third decade of the 
fifteenth ce~tury, sa~d that, as Christians, they had been compelled to 
leave Egyptian territory by the Mussulman oppression. It is also a, 
notew?rt~y

1 
circ~mst~nce that imme~iat~ly after their first appearance 

t~e. g1ps1es habits, m regard to p1lfermg, fortune-telling, &c., were 
s1m1lar to what they are reported to be at present; and the inconve
nience which these habits occasionP.d among European communities 
was probably the reason why attempts were made to repress them by 
sanguinary laws. Persecuting edicts, however, neither repressed nor 
exterminated them; they remain until this dav, and Mr. Barrow's 
prediction, uttered in 1843, that the race in England would probably 
disappear with the present century, is not likely to be verified. 

Mr. Borrow says that "the principal gipsy tribes at present in exist
ence are the Stanleys, whose grand haunt is the New Forest; the 
Lovells, who are fond of London and its vicinity ; the Coopers, who call 
Windsor Castle their home; the Hernes, to whom the north country,more 
especially Yorkshire, belongeth ; and lastly, my brethren, the Smiths, 
to whom East Anglia appears to have been allotted from the beginning. 
Besides the above-named gipsy clans there are other smaller ones, some 
of which do not comprise more than a dozen individuals, children in
cluded. For example, the Bosviles, the Browns, the Chilcotts, the 
Grays, Lees, Taylors, and Whites; of these the principal is the Bosvile 
tribe." Certain of the tribes are undoubtedly extinct, and all are in a. 
declining condition. They have no traditions of their own origin, and 
no special religion, but, as a rule, they nominally profess that of the 
country in which they are located. 

One of the first successful philanthropists, who, more than fifty years 
ago, taught people to look at the gipsies, apart from poetical en
thnsiasm, as fallen mortals who need salvation like other people, was 
James Crabb, who held a pastoral charge in t~e neighbourhood_ of 
Southampton. Mr. Crabb set himself to accomphsh what at the time 
appeared to be a difficult, if not an impossible task, and the results 
soon surprised respectable people, and probably exceeded the expecta
tions of his own faith. In the words of a local journalist of 1838: "He 
has dispelled the erroneous notions entertained of the gipsy tribe, he 
has proved them to be as teachable, to be as capable of learnmg trades, 
of being good labourers, workpeople and servants, and as steady, honest, 
and deserving, as the poor of any other class in the kingdom ; and he 
has shown that more extended means alone are wanted to remove the 
great moral stain from among us of having a ~eathen pop~lation i7:l a 
Christian land." As this testimony clashes with some t_hmgs w~1ch 
have lately been written concerning the despised and mah~ned tnbes, 
we will briefly refer to Mr. Crabb's work, and to his mode of 
procedure. 

Having occasion to visit Winchester in 1827, Mr. Crabb one day entered. 
the assize court and he there witnessed a scene which had the effect of 
compelling him' to devote time and energy to the work of gipsy reclama
tion. Two horse-stealers were condemned to death, and one of t~eee, 
to whom no hope of mercy was held out, was a member of the gipsy 
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tribe. "The young- rnnn," we borrow Mr. Crabb's own words, "for he 
was but a youth, Jell on his knees, and with uplifted hands and eyes, 
apparently unconscious of any person being present but the judge and 
~imself, addressed him as follows: 'Oh, my lord, save my life!' The 
Judge replied, 'No ; you can have no mercy in this world ; I and my 
bro1.her judges have come to the determination to execute horse-stealers, 
especially gipsies, because of the increase of the crime.' The suppliant, 
still on his knees, entreated, 'Do, my lord judge, save my life! do for 
God's sake, for my wife's sake, for my baby's sake ! ' ' No!' replied the 
judge, ' I cannot ; you should have thought of yonr wife and child 
before.' He then ordered him to be taken away, and he was literally 
drap;ged from his earthly judge." Outside of the court Mr. Crabb came 
acrusM the condemned man's wife, her mother, and two children: the 
children, poor little souls, were one of them three years old, and the 
other fourteen days. How soon to be fatherless! Mr. Crabb spoke 
some suitable words to the women, and from that date resolved to do 
what lay within his power for the raising of the despised race. 

A beginning was soon made which was the more promising because 
it commenced with the children. Meeting again with the two women 
at Winchester, Mr. Crabb invited them to call at his residence, Spring
hill, Southampton ; and when they did so he took in charge two grand
children of the older woman, one being the child of the executed 
criminal, and the other the daughter of a man who had been trans
ported. These young things were placed at a good school, and others 
were soon added to their number. 

Encouraged with this measure of success, Mr. Crabb desired to extend 
his operations to all the tribes who wandered in the vicinity of 
Southampton. A committee of Christian friends was formed, the co
operation of various editors was solicited, and a correspondence was 
opened with leading philanthropists such as Rowland Hill and Charles 
Simeon. The letters received in reply were not in every instance quite 
what the friends of the gipsies looked for, the one from the pastor of 
Surrey Chapel being the opposite of encouraging. " Mr. Hill knows 
nothing of those roving tribes called gipsies, but has generally sup
posed them to be an idle, worthless set of wanderers that are a reproach 
to the police of the country, and ought first to be brought under the 
cognizance of the civil magistrate, before any effectual means can be 
provided for their religious improvement or future spiritual good." 
Such expressions showed that the writer was ill-informed, or that his 
judgment was warped by prejudice; but, happily, they had no power to 
repress the godly zeal of Mr. Crabb. 

The rovers who encamped on Shirley Common were first looked after, 
and ere many months had elapsed it became evident that an impression 
was being produced on hardened beings who were supposed to be out
side the pale of civili?:ation. A number who were willing to receive 
Christian instruction were collected; the women became civilized, the 
children were placed at school, and some were apprenticed. A Scripture
reader was engaged ; and, after five years of steady effort, a report 
was issued in which it was recommended that what had been done at 
Southampton should be imitated by other towns. The enthusiasm of 
Mr. Crabb was all the while irrepressible. Neither toil nor travel came 
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amiss t.o him if a gipsy rould in the end be benefited. In 1831 he 
actually travelled from Southampton to Epsom for the purpose of 
saying a good word to those who attended the races. " I 1tm come 
nearly a hundred miles to see yon; do yon not therefore think that I 
love you?" he asked. '' Yes, sir," replied a number at once, who recog
niz~d in him "the gipsies' friend from Southampton." "Come then" 
continued Mr. Crabb, after the preliminaries of introducti;n we1'.e 
over, '' make room for me in one of your tents, for I must sit down" ith 
you and show you the way to heaven." Thus, with a tub, cushioned 
with a shawl, for a seat, he preached the gospel to the wanderers 
P?in~ed out the miseries inseparable from their mode of life, and 
distributed among them a number of religious publications. 

Such was the influence exercised by Mr. Crabb on those gipsies who 
roved about in the neighbourhood of S,1uthampton that those who had 
been thieves by nature became remarkable for their honesty; no horse-
stealers figured at the assizes, and a man could at length be shown, 
who, instead of purloining wood, would purchase coals for his nightly 
fire. They became cleaner in their persons, and more careful in the 
preparation of their diet. In many an encHmpment children were heard 
reading the Bible to their elders of an evening; and in one instance 
a child who was educated under the oversight of Mt·. Crabb progressed 
until he became a respectable mechanic and a valued Sunday-school 
teacher. It was the custom of ~Ir. Crabb to hold a kind of festival 
during each Christmas, when the nobility, the clergy, and the chief 
inhabitants of the town assembled to witness what had been accom
plished.. He actually formed a society of Christian gipsies, due care 
being taken not to accept a candidate until the sincerity of his con
"ersion was tested ; indeed, the lives of the people after their entrance 
into the community plainly showed that they had been tram,formed. 
One report, in speaking- of a period of ten years, said that unly one com
mitta.l to prison had occurred in that period. In numbers_ ot' cases the 
people accepted the Bible with great thankfulness, and manifested a very 
strong desire to hear it read. . _ 

Fortnne-telling has always been such a_ profitable practice _w~t? the 
gipsies, that ernrybody seems to be sceptical as to the poss1b1hty of 
prevailing on them to relinquish the irnposit~on. !tt one of Mr. Crabb'.s 
meetings a note from a clergyman on this subject was rea?,, and 1t 
slimrnd that lhe sin is not al ways on the side of the swarthy tribe alone. 
·• Some yonng ladies," remarked the writer, "while taking :i, sketch of 
my church, ,1ere accosted by a gipsy woman who was passmg by, an_d 
upon enterin" into conversation with her they asked her to tell their 
fortunes, off'e;ing mouey. The gipsy immediately expressed her sorro~ 
that ladies of their station and intelligence should tempt her to commit 
such a sin tellincr them that she had laid abide such profane preten
sions to k~owledge, having happily been taught a better wisdom, even 
the knowledoe of God aud his salvation in Clmst, and that she was now 
enjoying a c~ntent aud peace in pu1 suing a life of honest industry she 
Lad never known before." 

A still more st!'ikincr case of reformation was that of a gipsy woman 
wbo derived a large :'nd regular ineome from this su_perstition: It so 
happened that this ad venturer had a converted cousrn, and this latter 
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undertook a long journey in order, if possible, to effect a reformation in 
her dPgraded relative. The mission proved successful, and the fortune
teller became a changed character, and even appeared at the communion
table as a sincere penitent. Not long after, the sincerity of the woman's 
new profession was severely tested by a visit from one of her former 
fashionable customers. •' Now, Mary," cried the lady, who came in her 
carriRge, and well provided with presents, "tell me some more good 
news such as you used to tell me." " 0 ! ma'am, I can't do it noi· ; I 
shall never do it any more," replied the gipsy. " I know now that it is 
very wrong to do so." The tempter then offered her a sovereign, and 
the bribe was even increased to £2; but the answer was still the same, 
"No, ma'am, I cannot do it." When this story was told at the Gipsy 
Festival, in 1838, the woman referred to had been a consistent Christian 
for five years. . 

The assembly of 1838 was the ninth annual festival; and one who 
was present thus depicts, in a newspaper of the time, the scene in the 
grounds :-" The reader must picture to his imagination the difference 
of dress and manners of the various parties, who, not being members of 
the Southampton colony, were not in possession of the plain and decent 
attire of their domesticated connections in this neighbourhood. Ac
cordingly, here were seen the gipsies enriched with the rejected ward
robes of the opulent, and long ear-drops, and massy rings upon their 
fingers. • The female children clad in frilled trousers and short dresses, 
others with their shawls thrown on them in gipsy taste, w bile a few 
children, less fortunate, who had never been visitors before, bad their 
feet as free for the turf as the deer of the forest." A.t the plentiful 
dinner provided they are described as having " magnificent appetites ; " 
and their hymn of thanksgiving was delightfally rendered. 

Fifty years ago there were 18,000 of these people wandering about 
Great Britain ; and the experience of Mr. Crabb taught him that they 
were quite as open to receive the gospel as any other ne!!:lected persons. 
The annual meetings were continued until 1848; Mr. Crabb died 
three years afterwards, and since his departure the gipsies have not 
found a friend of like enthusiasm. 

Since Mr. Crabb's time missionaries to the gipgies have been ap
pointed, and private persons ha\'e tried their hands at producing some 
good impression on the swarthy nomads ; but no large measure of 
success has ever been secured. The obstacles in the way of the people's 
reformation are very great, and to anything save uncommon perseve
rance they are insurmountable. Degrading as their mode of life may 
appear to be to respectable citizens, it is nevertheless what the people 
like. Remove a gipsy girl from the road, during the fine spring- and 
summer weather, and her eyes will sparkle with delight at the thought 
of returning to it. Nor do we wonder at it, for the green fields and the 
open air have a great charm about them. . 

Gipsies are quite out of the reach of School Boards. Through bemg 
constantly on the move, aud living in tents and vans, they know 
nothing of schools or books. Their ignorance is very g1·ievous. Some 
years ago an evangelist who worked among them on behalf ot: th_e 
London City Mission, came upon an encampment of some forty md1-
viduals, not one of whom could read ; and among four hundred and 
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sixty-two persons he found only a dozen who were able to do so. "Oan 
you read?" he enquired of a wiry dame who was ninety years of age. 
" Read, sir ?'' answered the woman, surprised that such a question 
should be a8ked; " how's the like of us to learn to read, living under 
a hedge, or in a bnsh ? Our longest stay is when we lay in.'' On one 
occasion he spoke to a young fellow about his soul until the lad looked 
puzzled and incredulous. "A soul, what's that?'' he said. He had 
never heard that the body was tenanted by a soul ; he knew nothing 
about any life beyond the grave; for, on being asked what he thought 
would become of him at dP.ath, he replied, in words which reflected the 
common bP-lief of the tribes, "I goes underground." 

Many of them are possessed with the unclean spirit of gambling. A 
man has been known to lose £75 in one day in betting on horses; and 
he would sometimes gamble away not only his money, but even his van, 
and the very clothes he wore. Gambling very naturally leads to 
other vices, and hence none will be surprised to find that excessive 

I 
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drinking prevails. " I have several times gone into an encampment and 
met men and women with black eyes and scarred faces, the cause 
of which has been drunkenness," says the missionary already quoted. 
"When I ha,e i,poken to them about it they have given me to under
stand that when the beer is in the wit is out. One man told me he 
bad spent many a £5 at a sitting in beer and spirits. Another spent 
£3 for weeks regularly; and another declared that for five years he 
had recru!arly paid £1 weekly for his beer score. Several of them have 
assured me that for months they never went to bed sober." Of course 
there are many exceptions. The habit of drinking stimulates savage 
sports, such as dog and cock fighting, and fighting among themselv_ee. 
This is the worst side of the gipsy character: the more hopeful side 
is their willingness to be visited, and to be conversed with on religious 
snhjects. "If you were my own son I r;hould not be more gl~d. to 
see you," was the warm welcome of a gipsy woman to a ChnstJan 
visitor who cared for her clan. 

Notwithstanding the uncommon difficulties that stand in the way of 
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their elevation, the experience of those who have laboured amon" the 
gipsies shows that they ore just as reclaimable as any other illit~rate 
people. One of the hardest trials of those who desire to reform is the 
temptation put in their way by silly educated people who ought to know 
better. One who was thus tempted declared, "I would die in the work
house before I would go back to serve the devil to please you." Certain 
ladz"es even offered to support an old woman if she would but tell their 
fortunes, and confine her services to them alone. She bravely declined, 
1md dismissed her disturbers with, "Good-bye, ladies, I hope I shant 
see you no more.'' 

A gipsy youth who, some years ago, joined a Christian church in the 
north of London, remarked in one of his letters to a friend-" If it 
pleases God, when I become a man, or as Roon as I can, I will be a mis
sionary. It appears to me as if there is something very often saying to me 
as follows-' Son, go work to-day in my vineyard.' Therefore I feel it is 
my duty to work for my Father, my everlasting Father." This young 
man's sisters were as interestin~ and hopeful as himself, and made 
encouraging progress in the best things. 

The elevating influence of the gospel is seen in many ways, and one 
of these is the desire which numbers express to become lawfully married 
after having lived improperly together for a number of years. Not only 
are the young prevailed upon to marry, bat even old people also have 
come forward. The grotesque and the serious occasionally come very 
near together in cases where unsophisticated nature is in action, bat 
perhaps they were never more singularly blended than in the following 
example :-A certain aged woman lay upon her deathbed, after having 
lived for half a century with her reputed husband. Smitten by con
science, she expressed a wish to be married like a Christian. Only a 
short time before she had made herself a shroud as complacently as a 
youthful bride would have stitched a wedding dress. On the appointed 
day she was unable to stand, for she was actually dying. She was 
dressed by friends, however, and then she was taken to the church and 
married while sitting in a chair. The poor creature was then harried 
back to bed, and then spoke of the shroud which her own hands had 
made a few days before. It was said that her conversion, her marriage, 
death, and burial all took place within three months. 

The above has the drawback of being a deathbed repentance; but, 
happily, among the gipsies who enjoy robust health, and who have their 
best days before them, cases of very genuine conversion can be quoted. 
To this class belonged a woman named A-- B--, a notorious 
fortune-teller, who on one of her luckiest days wonld realize more than 
a couple of sovereigns by her cunning craft. When the truth enterid 
this woman's heart she at once gave up her nefarious ways, and although 
no means of livelihood were visible her faith was equal to the trial. 
Her clever impostures bad been a source of great gain to her con
nections, but now she desired them to provide honestly for them
selves, meanwhile declaring-" I won't run my soul into sin again." 
The family were naturally amazed at so unaccountable a change, and 
their persecution became a heavy cross to bear. The woman was 
grievously tried among her ribald companions, buL bearing her witness 
by u changed life nnd by her Christian zeal she was not long alone. 
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She became instrnmental in effecting the conversion of one of the men 
who became so quiet and steady that his comrades thought that h~ 
mm.,t he ill. His only disease was that of the soul, and the remedy 
was di!:'CO\"ered when he found the Saviour. 

What appears to be really needed is to devise some method of getting 
hold of the children to compel their attendance at school like the 
children of other people. On this subject we are able to quote as a 
witness Mr. George Smith, who i11 at present engaged in attemptini! to 
impro'"e the condition of the tribes. " The following particulars,'' he 
says, '' related to me by a well-known gipsy woman in the neighbour
hood of' Wormwood Scrubbs' and the 'North Pole,' remarkable for her 
truthfulness, honesty, and uprightuess, will tend to show that my pre
vious statements as regards the amount of ignorance prevalent among 
the poor gipsy children bas not been over-stated. She has had six 
brothers and one sister, all born in a tent, and only one of the eight 
could read a little. She has had nine children born in a tent, four of 
which are alive, and only one could read and write a little. She has 
seventeen grandchildren, and only two of them can read and write a 
little, and thinks this a fair average of other gipsy ohildren. She tells 
me that she g-ot a most fat living for more than twenty years by telling 
lies and fortunes to servant girls, old maids, and young men, mostly 
out of a book of which she could not read a sentence or tell a letter. 
She said she had beard that I had taken up the cause of the poor gipsy 
children to get them educated, and, with hands uplifted and tears in her 
eyes, wbieh left no doubt of her meaning, said, 'I do hope from 
the bottom of my heart that God will bless and prosper you in 
the work till a law is passed, and the poor gipsy children are 
brought under the School Board, and their parents compelled to send 
them to school as other people are. The poor gipsy children are poor, 
ignorant things, I can assure you.' She also said, 'Does the Queen 
wish all our poor gipsy children to be educated?' I told her that the 
Queen took special interest in the children of the working classes, and 
was ahrnys pleased to hear of their welfare. Again, with tears trickling 
down her face, she said, ' I do thank the Lord for such a good Queen, 
and for such a noble-hearted woman. I do bless her. Do thou, Lord, 
bless her ! ' After some further conversation, and taking dinner with 
her in her humble way in the van, she said s?e hoped I woul~ 1;1-ot be 
insulted if she offered rne, as from a poor gipsy woman, a sh!lh~g to 
help me in the work of getting a law passed to compel the g1ps1es to 
send their children to school." 

The gipsies have been misunderstood in different ways. There are 
romantit: people who magnify their virtues, and there are others who 
deal out. sweeping condemnation, a_s t_hough to _be a gipsy was _to be 
past all liope. The fact is that g1ps1es are, hke our~elves, smners 
needing a Saviour, and their hearts are as open to receive the gospel 
as the bea1ts of other people. They ~ave become _so accu~tomed to 
certain habits that they hardly recogmze them as sms, but if matters 
were explained to them they are open to improvement. They need to 
be perrnaded imo adopting a better mode of life than that of the road, 
which is 11aLurally beset with temptation: and now that England has 
become umuited to their roving life they should be earnestly persuaded 
to settle duwu. 
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Our belief ie, that the gipsy tribes will never be reached by anything 
except the gospel. The ingenious suggestions for gipsy amelioration, 
put forth by daily-journal moralists, who ignore the existence of Chrifl
tianity, are impracticable, and would only disflppoint those who should 
attempt to carry them oat. There is no middle way or hope of com
promise. If they are not won for Christ, the gipsies will remain a 
thorn in the eide of our civilization. Is there not somewhere in 
England a man who would live and die to save the gipsies? 

WORK for Jesus, when it is done as it ought to be, makes great 
demands upon the mind and heart. Mere jog-trot rouLine can 

keep on by the year together without much wear and tear, and without 
much result; but when a passion for souls is felt, and the entire being 
strains its utmost powers in pleading with men, the case is altered. A 
sermon or an address which sensibly moves the audience makes a large 
demand upon the heart's blood of the soul: as a rule, it not only costs 
an ardent preparation, and a. vehement rush of emotion during delivery, 
but it tells upon the whole system when it is over, and drains from it 
much of its force. An express train may pat on the continuous brake, 
and pull up in a short space, but a heart in tremendous action cannot 
stay itself. For hours, and even for days, the whole man feels the 
momentum of a thrilling appeal, his soul continues to rise with the 
theme when his voice is silenced, and when this ceases there is sure to 
be a reaction, which frequently takes the form of a sinking equal to the 
previous rise. If not well watched, despondency will grow out of this, 
and the best workers for God will find themselves weak, weary, and 
tempted to shun the service. This is to be dreaded, and every means 
must be used to prevent it. Brethren, one who knows by experience 
what is meant by a downcast spirit, produced by ardent service, would 
warn you against bringing it upon yourselves. There is need of vehe
ment service, and there must needs be a great draught upon the 
strength of truly useful men and women, but there is no necessity for 
our running down too low-in fact, we must not do so, or our useful
ness will be marred. We must be careful to guard against monotony 
of thought, for this eats as doth a canker. We must not dwell so ex
clusively upon our work and its responsibilities, nor even upon the souls 
of men and their danger: we must remember more distinctly our Lord 
and his grace and power to save us and our hearers. We must remem
ber the victories of the cross as well as the ruin of the fall. Even our 
Lord Jesus did not always reflect upon the destruction of Jerusalem, 
or he would have stood weeping over it all his life, and have accom
plished nothing for mankind. Let us give the mind a wider sweep, 
and consider the glories of grace as well as the sorrows of sin. Great 
joy will help to repair the damage of great work, and with a due mea
sure of rest between, we may hope to go on cheerfully from year to year, 
till our great Master shall call us home. C. H. S. 
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~illiam ®'~rhtu.* 
THE author of the life of William O'Brian asks his readers at the 

outset, "1Vhat does it matter where a man is born?" He at once 
gives evidence that he thinks it of very much importance indeed, for he 
proceeds to say something about places of birth in general, and of the 
place of Mr. O'Brian's birth in particular. Because the county of Corn
wall claims him as her own, the" peculiarities and interesting features" 
of that part of Great Britain are pointed out, while a roll of Cornish 
worthies is appended. This, to say the least, helps to make up a book. 

We are next told that the name " has been variously spelt," Mr. Thorne 
himseif adding rather perplexingly to the variety. On the title-page it 
is O'Bryan : on the first page we have O'Brien and O'Bryan indiscri
minately ; and then through the book the author writes "Mr. O'B.," 
thus saving himself the trouble of spelling the name at all. This looks 
just a little slo,enly, and we hope the fashion will not be followed. If 
a man bas done anything in life worthy of being chronicled, he deserves 
to have his name properly given in a bi"grapby, and should not be 
settled off as Mr. A, Mr. B, or Mr. C. 

The O'Brians appear to have come over from Ireland in the time of 
Oliver Cromwell, and to have been in sympathy with the religion and 
the political sentiments of that great man. The country they selected 
as a dwelling-place was Cornwall; and there, under the name of Bryan, 
Brian, Bryant, or Briant, its several branches are still found. Mr. 
O'Brian's grand-parents were engaged both in farming and in tin
mining; and while the father managed to maintain a respectable posi
tion, the mother was recognised as being "the first in the parish that 
had tea furniture," and it was the old lady's custom to entertain with a 
tiny cupful of the cheering beverage any particular friend whom she 
delighted to honour. The son of these old people and the father of 
William O'Brian must have been a very representative Cornishman of 
the eigbternth century. He was sent to school like other boys, but 
much preferred the active labour of a tin mine to poring over books. 
Such was bis energy and thrift that be amassed considerable ~ealth. 
In his young days he excelled in wrestling, the parson ocras10n~lly 
attending at the ring with a horsewhip to keep proper order. Hun~mg 
was also a diversion lnrgely indulged in by clergymen of that penod; 
and after prayers were over on a Sunday, the pari~h pastor would 
prepare for a Monday's ride across the country. This man once con
tracted Eome confused notions respecting conversion, and he remarked 
one day to a man-servant, " I have been in this parish thirty years, and 
do not know that I have converted any one, canst thou tell the cause of 
!t ? '' "Our Lnrd Eaid to Peter," the man replied, "' When thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren'; you are not converted yourself." 
Well might i~ then be a,ked, "What sort of bishops could there have 
been in thorn days to ordain such parsons, and send them fort~ to 
guide the people Lo heaven !'" Hunting parsons ar~ no~ an_ ~xtm~t 
species; fur the recently-published life of one who 1s still hvmg m 

,. William (J'Brian, Founder of the Bible Chri6liane. Bradford: published by the 
AutLur. 
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Devonshire is professedly a sporting book; but they are happily getting 
rare, and we hope will soon be improved from off the face of the earth. 

Mr. O'Brian's mother was a truly choice woman, who became the 
instrument of her husband's converRion, and the entertainer of the 
Methodist preachers in Cornwall. When she was a child at home at 
Mena Lanivet the old house appears to have had a snpernatural occn
pant similar to the mysterious lodger-noisy but invisible-who in
habited the house of the W esleys. "I have heard my mother say," 
remarks Mr. O'Brian, "that sometimes in the evening, when the family 
were sitting below, they have heard as if a man were walking in the 
chamber above and bustling about, when none of the family was absent, 
and they knew it was nobody living in the flesh, and this not once or 
twice merely, but for a continuance of time ; bnt after they were accus
tomed to it, it became less alarming." We do not attempt either to 
explain or to explain away this strange circumstance. By one, at least, 
it was very vividly remembered thronghout life ; and it was likewise to 
her " a confirming evidence of a future state and the existence of a 
world of spirits." 

As a wife, a mother, and a housewife, Mrs. O'Brian was a model 
woman-" A pattern of industry, neatness, and cleanliness in her house." 
All her dependents led happy hves beneath her gentle rule. It was to 
be expected that the children of such a woman would turn ont well, espe
cially when her husband was in all respects like-minded. The state of 
society in that part of Cornwall in her time is thus depicted:-

" The clergy in our neighbourhood bore no good report. Our honse 
was near the border of three parishes. The character of each parson of 
these three parishes was such as to render him repulsive rather than to 
invite fellowship. Most of the people who went to our parish church 
appeared to be on the side of Satan instead of Christ. We had about. 
two miles to go to church, and, when a lad, in returning I have pitied 
the people on bearing their vain and trifling conversation. Theirs 
seemed to me egregrious folly, as if they went to church they knew not 
why. On the close of the service at church, the sexton regularly took 
bis stand outside the gate by the wall to cry anything that was to be 
published-a calf to be sold, an auction at such a time and place, &c. 
This was a common case. The public-house was on the opposite side of 
the way, where it was a custom for many to go from church to drink. 
Sunday was the landlord's chief market day, and at his house on the 
Lord's-day the monthly vestry was held until my appointment as o,er
seer, when it was cut off at a stroke and appointed on a week-day. Our 
vicar was partial to hunting as well as his predecessor." 

Mr. O'Brian was converted in childhood, and he could remember 
John Wesley's hand being placed upon his head, and hearing that 
veteran's prayer, "May he be a Llessing to hundreds and thousands." 
Even in childhood his piety was very fervent and seemed never to flag. 
He married early, made a good match, and while he was not influenced 
in his choice by worldly considerations, there was more philosophy than 
sentimentality in his first love-making, which occurred at the romantic 
age of seventeen. As a youth he had a goodly heritage, as he himself 
admits; and being besides "rather tall, stout, healthy, and vigorous," 
he thought of setting up as his own master with a wife by the time that 

40 
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be was nineteen. He came across tl1e very girl who seemed to be 
thrown _in bis way by prov~dence ; and as no " truly pious young man" 
~as available for a companion, there was the more reason for his marry
mg a devoted young woman. The one first selected was pious, well 
educated, and possessed of £1,000. "Though not what some might 
call handsome, she was shapely in person, and, which was of vast im
portance, next to grace, to all appearance healthy, and had a healthy 
father." He goes on to say," I thought l'could love this voun"' woman 
as a spiritual sister and a companion abov~ all others. Before'"'i named 
the matter to her father or mine, I made a proposal to her to begin a 
correspondence. Her reply was that • It was a temptation.' That 
matter was settled.'' Then follow sentiments which some will find hard 
of digestion; and we are not ourselves sure that a distracted heart
broken lo,er is not to be preferred to such a downright stoic' as Mr. 
O" Brian seems to have been. We do not believe in taking such matters 
quite so coolly. He says, "It has been said of some, on a repulse, they 
have been in trouble about it. Who can pity such childish creatures? 
Can there be a greater proof that such ought not to marry, lest it should 
increase the number of ignoramuses in the world? We were more 
sociable afterwards than before, and much more in each other's com
pany. Living near, we sometimes walked together to the meeting, yet 
not a word on the dead and buried subject was spoken on either side. 
This was the first and last proposal to anyone except her I married. 
Some speak of distressing love. That seems strange." This is all very 
fine, bnt those who are made of ordinary flesh and blood cannot be 
quite so icy. 

Mr. O'Brian having missed his first intended, met with a greater prize 
in Catherine Cowlin, whom he married in July, 1803. She, too, was a 
devoted Methodist, whom neither threatening nor coaxing could keep 
away from the meetings. She sang well, possessed excellent gifts in 
prayer, and was, above all, a powerful preacher in after days. On the 
day of their marriage, and while standing "at the communion-table, a 
heifer came in and walked up the aisle. It was hot weather, and the 
poor animal, seeing the door open, walked in for shade." We do not 
know why the fact is mentioned; for it is by no means unusual to see 
a calf at a wedding. The happy pair lived to extreme old age, 
Mr. O'Brian dying in January, 1868, and his wife about eight years 
before. 

Mr. O'Brian was a very active and successful preacher among the 
Methodists nntil the rapture with the Society occurred in 1810. The 
ea use of offence is not made very plain; but as numbers believed him to 
Le guilty of no greater crime than that of taking the Bible. for his ru~e 
and Christ for his example, he soon attracted a large followmg, and his 
people were called Bible Christians. He seems1 however, to _have be~n 
desirous from the first not to encourage a secession. "The Bible Chri_s
tian chureh was formed of new members. For years afterwards, while 
lie was labouring intensely bard among the unconve!ted population, no 
Lhuugbt of separation occurred." He expressed " hlB doubt whether ~e 
a1,;ted wisely in cleaving so long to the Methodists, but says_ he w~s rn 
the sebool of experience six years." The first quarterly meetmg _of the 
!Judy called Bible Christians was held in , 1815. The first conference 
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ass~mbled in 1819._ At the el~vent~ conference, held in 1829, the sepa
rat10n occurred which led to his gomg to America shortly afterwards. 

'' He_ was 11 Christian and ~n earnest preacher; a plain man, dressing 
much hke the Qu11k~rs or Fn~nds of ~Id, ~lain in dress, plain in speech. 
He was an early riser, gettmg up m wmter at five o'clock and in 
s~mmer at ~our a.m. !Je liv_ed_ to b~ nearly ninety years oid. His 
piety was t_ried by family ~ffi1ct1on, tried by loss of property, tried 
by persecut10n and mobs, tried by a separation from his friends at the 
disruption in 1829, tried by abundance, tried by poverty tried by 
bere11vem~nt, tri~d also by time. But the longest day cl~ses. The 
oldest behever dies. January 8th, 1868, he got up, but soon retired to 
bed. He asked his daughter Serena to read to him the prayer of Ezra 
the pr:3-yer of :S:ezekiah, the pray~r of Daniel, and the fortieth psalm: 
'I waited patiently for the Lord. Then observing, 'That will do, shut 
the book,' he fell asleep in Jesus, and was gathered to his fathers." 

The above is from a funeral sermon by Mr. Thorne. The materials 
supplied by such a life ought to hSYe given ns a better book than the 
one before us, even the common orthography of which needs to be 
corrected in a future edition. 

~r.oa~ ~{rurc{rhnu. 

BROAD churchism is the most direct, and the most dangerous, of 
the evil influences which are abroad. Broad-churchism sits in 

Moses' seat, and from the pulpit pours down upon unsuspecting con
gregations its weekly disintegrating influence. It is not the less dan
gerous that it is difficult to define it. For it is not so much the 
assertion of a positive error, as it is the diluting of Scripture truth. 
Its secret wish and aim is to get quit of doctrine-plain Scripture 
doctrine, and to substitute in its place a spirit and sentiment of its own, 
which is plastic, and which will fit in more conveniently with the tastes 
of the natural man. It lowers the inspiration of Scripture. It sub
stitutes culture for regeneration, sentiment for faith, entertainment for 
worship, and the services which please man and flatter him for the self
denying duties of religion. And in doing this it wittingly makes much 
use of the words of Scripture-"perverting the prophets and purloining 
the psalms." It evaporates the elemental truths of the Gospel into 
moonshine and mist. It is an exhibition of religion which falls in 
entirely with the tastes and showy refinements and indulgent luxuries of 
the day. Dr. M'Cosh, of Princeton, says of Broad-church apostles, "In 
their sermons and articles they shed a dim religious light, like that of 
the stained glass in their church windows, and they create feelings like 
those produced by music, and do thus interest and draw all those who 
are not prepared to listen to deeper spiritual truth." "Their glow is 
like that of the evening sky, soon to sink into darkness, as the lu~inar_y 
which gives the light departs from behind." Broad-church teachmg (" 
not venison caught by honest hunting in the fields of Scripture. It 1s 

only a kid of the goats skilfully cooked and seasoned.-" The Retigw11 
of Scotland the Religion of the Bible," by the Rev. J. lV. Taylor. 
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II,rt i.osp·tI in tgt !jng-gar~rus anh i'ilfa:gts of 
imt in 1879. 

BY J. BURNHAM, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE EVANGELIST. 

ONCE more, by invitation of the Rev. J. J. Kendon, of Goudhurst 
we have had the privilege of labouring among the hop-pickei·s'. 

Though hard, yet very enjoyable and interesting we have found the 
work. We cannot but wish that some of our well-to-do Christians 
could have joined us in this campaign, that they might more fully 
understand the Master's command-" Go out into the hiahways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in.'' b 

This season of the year brings into these parts thousands of the 
poorest and -~ost degraded from the alleys a~d back slums of our large 
~ov.ns and c1t!es; and we have here a splendid opportunity for present
mg to them tne gospel, such an opportunity as rarely occurs in their 
London haunts. Shut in, for the greater part of the year, in dirty, 
narrow courts, where the sun scarcely ever finds its way; crowded in
decently, as they too often are ; their "homes "-hardly worthy the 
sacred name-the abodes of wretchedness and filth; poverty, sin. and 
misery their constant companions ; it becomes a luxury for the poor 
creatures to tum out for three or four weeks into the beautifully fresh 
and invigorating air of the hop gardens ; and this luxury they are not 
slow to appreciate, as their merry laugh and song testify. 

With a heart full of compassion for them, and yearning after their 
spiritual welfare, Mr. Kendon has, for several years past, sought in a 
variety of ways to help them both temporally and spiritually; and in 
no small measure has he succeeded in ameliorating suffering, and lead
ing the poor wanderers to Christ. So much has this work grown on 
his hands year by year, that, if means were forthcoming, many men 
might be employed in this Christ-like mission of mercy. 

With a plentiful supply of tracts and illustrated fly-leaves we visit 
the hop-gardens daily, leaving a silent messenger with each picker, and 
pictures for the children, in the meantime eagerly watching our oppor
tunity to speak a word for the Master. Strange are the characters, and 
widely different the receptions we meet with. Many who have visited 
these parts for years, and have received good, recognize and warmly 
welcome us as we enter the garden. Others welcome neither us nor our 
message ; for steeped in sin and indifference, they would rather not 
hear anything that is calculated to come between them and their 
darling sins. When we begin to broach the subject of religion, they 
bluntly tell us they "don't want our religion." Gently reminding them 
that the day may come when they will want our Saviour, and will they 
therefore remember against that day, " His blood cleanseth from all 
sin"? we pass on. Again, we meet with stern denial, but not so much 
from godlessness this time as from deeply rooted prejudice against u~, 
begotten aud fostered by their staunch adherence to the Roman Catholic 
church. 'l'he zeal with which they will defend their "holy church,'' 
the invocation of the "holy virgin" and "the saints," is such as ought 
to shame many a cold professor of Christianity. Alas! how slow we are 
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to defend "the truth as it is in Jesus." Oar hearts are often cheered 
by finrling warm-hearted believers among these poor strangers; many of 
them very familiar with the names of Ned Wright, Orsman, Holland, 
Lewis, and other worthy brethren, who are so nobly seeking, by God's 
help, to stem the tide of poverty, distress, and iniquity amongst the 
lower classes of London. On our way home the other day we called at 
the "hopper houses," where a few had just returned from the gardens ; 
and here we witnessed a scene that we shall not soon forget. A stannrh 
Roman Catholic Irish woman attacked our companion, launched oat 
boldly into discussion, and in no measured terms told him, ''Shore and 
ye'll be on the left hand by-and-by, if ye don't come over to the only 
true and holy catholic church; ye can't be saved without the holy 
virgin "; and much more akin to that. All the men, women, and 
childr!)n from the "hopper houses" soon gathered round the two com
batants, and, with open mouth and eye, eagerly drank in the whole 
scene, and listened with intense interest as each sought to convince the 
other of error. At one instant the spectators smile at some smart cut 
of the Irish woman; then all are serious as my friend grows earnest in 
his theme; again the whole company burst into a fit of laughter as the 
woman, for want of argument, once more in an almost burning passion 
exclaims, "Share, and ye're all on the road to hell, if ye don't come 
over to the holy church." Now follows one of the strangest prayer
meetings we ever witnessed. "Well,'' says my friend," if you so sin
cerely believe I am wrong I think you ought to pray for me to be 
converted." "Faith, and so I will." "At once, and here,'' says :Mr. 
Kendon. At once she dropped on her knees, Mr. Kendon on bis knees 
facing her, all heads uncovered, and she begins, " 0 God, convert his 
sowl, and bring him over to the true church, by the holy virgin. 
Amen." Mr. Kendon follows briefly, earnestly pouring out his soul for 
her, that she "may be brought into the family of God, by the Lord 
Jesus; and her earnestness and zeal be directed and used by Him." As 
she warmly shakes hands at parting, she expresses her suspicion that 
by his prayer she believes he is a true Catholic, only he won't own it. 
This service and prayer-meeting have several times been spoken of 
among the "hoppers," and those who were present will be likely to 
remember it as long as life lasts. May they also remember and profit 
by the truth they then heard. 

One particularly interesting feature in this mission among the 
"hoppers " is the "Free tea" on Sundays. On Sunday, September 
21st, we bad the largest gathering we have had. The weather being 
favourable, and the work growing in interest, soon after three o'clock 
in the afternoon people began to gather, from miles around, to the 
meadow where the tea was to be given. At half-past three the 
"hoppers" began to come in goodly numbers. We open our organ, 
and, with a large band of singers from Mr. Kendon's school, commence 
singing some of the well known hymns from S:mkey's book. By four 
o'clock we have well-nigh a thousand gathered al'Ound us, as we briefly 
address them from the truth contained in the hymns. After a few 
words of welcome from Mr. Kendon, bread-and-butter, cake, and tea 
are soon rapidly disappearing. A more interesting scene can scarcely 
be imagined than this hungry group of" hoppers" scattered over the 
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greensward at_ thei~ ~vening meal. We think of the Master, and long 
for more of his spmt, who, as he saw the multitude was "moved with 
compassion" t.oward them. Our heart yearns over 

1

them, for evidently 
mRny of them are too well accustomed to the foul tongue, oaths, curses, 
and harsh treatment; and now, as we speak of the tenderness nnd love 
of Jesus, the "Friend of sinners," the upturned face and tear-dimmed 
eye tel~ mo:e eloquently than any words could how deeply they 
need this Fnend, and how sweetly the message falls on their ear-as 
"good tidings'' indeed. At six o'clock ,ve retire to the chapel for 
evening service, many following ns, eager to hear more of the Word of 
Life. 

Much more might be said, and many interesting incidents might be 
gi,en, concerning this work ; but this we leave for some future paper, 
and hasten on, as we have a few words :to say on another feature of the 
work, which is yearly growing in interest and importance. Open-air 
ser.ices in the snrrounding villages each evening deserve special notice. 
This year they have been better attended, and in every respect more 
successful than in any former year. Two or three of us drive off, during 
the afternoon, to the village where we purpose holding the evening ser
-.ice. Having put up our pony at an inn, we separate, and visit every 
house in the village, leaving a handbill announcing the service, and 
inviting all to attend. This gives us many an opportunity of speaking 
a word quietly for the Master ; and very cordial has been the reception 
we have met with in every place. Seven o'clock finds many of the 
villagers gathering on the green as we open our organ and begin the 
service. By the time we have fairly commenced we have a large and 
very attentive congregation. We have been specially cheered this year 
by the large numbers attending these services. Heartily they have 
joined in the singing, eagerly they have drank in the message, and 
on many a face we have seen the answering look, and the tears 
chasing each other down the cheek. In this work we have never 
met with less opposition than we have this year. It was threaten_ed 
one evening; as we distributed bills, many were the prop~ecies 
-0f evil; and the last thing before taking our stand ~~ were caut10_ned 
bv a friend and informed that dirty water was waitmg for us ]USt 
o;er the w~ll ; that this was the " dirty reception" a certain open
air preacher bad got on this spot each time he h~d attempted t? " ~fen 
.fire." Nothing daunted, we commenced; and mstead of havmg no 
.one present," as several had predicted, we soon had a large crowd,_ and 
better still, a conscious sense of the Master's presence. We neither 
saw nor heard the slightest attempt at interruption throughout; and, 
at the close, in reply to an astonished enquirer as to the sec_ret of 
such a quiet, orderly service, the answer was," At the very same time _we 
were pleading with souls here, well nig:h three thousand were pleadi~g 
for us at the Tabernacle prayer meetrng (S~pt. 15th); the Lord dis
armed opposition, and once more fulfilled his Word, 'Jt shall come to 
pass that, before they call, I will answer; an~ wh,¥e they _are yet 
speaking, I will hear;' this was the secret, my fnend. In this sa1?e 
village, as we closed our last service, a gentleman . came up and said, 
"As one of the oldest inhabitants in this place, I wish most warmly ~o 
thank you for these services; we feel they have do_ne us good." 'l'h_is 
is but a representative case, for much the same testimony was borne m 
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each village as we took our farewell. '' We want more of thi.~ sort, sir," 
was the expression of a countryman, as we said "Good bye I " to the 
most ritualistic village in Kent. And in another village, where dark
ness and indifference have reigned for years, an elderly lady grasped our 
hand at the close of the farewell service, and said, "God bless you, sir, 
for these visits; they have done us good, and lifted us heavenward; we 
are sorry this is the last service.'' In some of these villages where 
squireism, priestism, and Ritualism are the reigning influences, it seems 
quite a luxury to carry the Gospel, an<l equally a luxury to the people to 
listen. Never have we been so deeply impressed with the need of open
air work in the villages as we have by the experience of this campaign; 
and we long and pray for the Lord to open the eyes and hearts of his 
stewards to the importance of this mission, that if spared till another 
season many more labourers may enter into this wide sphere, at present 
restricted for want of means and men. 

We were one evening favoured with the help of Ned Wright in an 
open-air service at Marden. We had then such a company and such a 
scene as will long live in our memory. In the middle of the village 
stands a tree in an open spot where three roads meet. Seventeen years 
ago we stood there at the planting of this tree in commemoration of the 
marriage of the Prince of Wales. Never since then has there been wit
nessed such a gathering in Marden as that beneath this tree on the 19 th 
of September to listen to Ned Wright. The interest evinced was most 
encouraging. Many old men grey in sin were seen weeping as this 
earnest evangelist told of the power of saving grace as manifesLed in his 
own conversion. At the close of a powerful address, with evident 
emotion, Mr. Wright said, "Before I get down I am going to spend 
a few minutes in prayer; and if any here would like specially to be 
remembered before the mercy-seat, will you hold up your hands." Some 
twelve or fourteen hands were up in a moment, and two or three so 
evidently in earnest that they forgot the company, and shouted as they 
thrust up their hands," I, sir, I." 

The lamp we have used in these services has been a constant tra
velling sermon, and has caught the attention of hundreds. Picture to 
yourself a large lamp with frosted glass, throwing out in bold relief on 
one side in large black letters, "Escape for thy life," and on the other 
side, "The wages of sin is death," and you can imagine the interest it 
would create as we carried it from village to village. 

At our services, suspended from a crook over the crowd, its warning 
message has shone far up the street, and helped to draw many beneath 
the sound of the gospel. 

The evening prior to our closing service we bad a very interesting 
gathering in a farm-house kitchen. The farmer gave a "free tea" to 
all his pickers, and embraced the opportunity of preaching the gospel to 
them. The spacious kitchen was crowded, and such was the power of 
the Spirit in the meeting that few of us will be likely ever to forget it; 
and some, we believe, will have special cause to remember it with 
thankfulness throughout eternity. Our hearts were deeply stirred by the 
honest and earnest appeal of the farmer to the company, whom he 
regarded '' after so many years of acquaintance more as personal friends 
than employes.'' This mutual confidence and regard is what we love 
to see between masters and men; this is as it should be. 
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We cannot close without naming one interesting incident (out of 
mnn:) as an example ~ Christi~n parents. At a service we happened to 
speak of parents praymg for clnldren by name ; on our way home it was 
laid on our heart to call at a certain house (a house we had nevet· before 
entered) nnd !,here we found the daughter had been to the service, and 
was deeply impressed; the moment we began to speak of Jesus, she and 
her mother burst into tears; after a few minutes' conversation we knelt 
in prayer before parting. Mr. IC outside waiting for us is about to tap 
at the door, when he hears us in prayer, and strolls on a few yards. A 
voice attracts his attention at the next house. He pauses, and hears a 
mother carrying into practice the counsel just given at the service. 
Around her are kneeling her children, and one by one she is naming 
them and their i,pecial temptations, as she wrestles with God for their 
salvation. "Oh, God, bless Tom; keep him from temptation; enable 
him to give himself to thee now; oh, God, save him." As they rose 
from their knees Mr. K. turned from the· gate; but just then a little 
girl saw him, and exclaimed, "There is the gentleman, mother;" 
Mr. K. turned and met the mother at the door. "My-dear friend, you 
have done my heart good ; pardon me for listening ; I could not resist 
the temptation when I heard the voice of prayer ; the Lord give you the 
desire of your heart; he will; for the promise is unto you and your 
children; may the Lord speedily answer your prayer, and save 
them all." 

We should like to add more on this interesting theme, but we refrain. 
Will you, dear reader, pray that the seed thus sown may bring forth 
much fruit ; and also that the Lord of the harvest will thrust out many 
more labourers into this wide field of service, until the many priest
ridden villages and hamlets of our beloved fatherland shall echo and 
re-echo with the 

" Old, old story, 
" Of Jesus and his love ! " 

~nditu~c .of f .o.or Jtlitirtrss. 

THE gratitude of the godly poor often shames us, for we are grumbling 
over luxuries while they are exceedingly grateful for the barest 

necessaries. .A. godly couple living near Salisbury Plain had nev~r pos
sessed a blanket till a Christian friend at Bratton hearing of their des
titution sent them a pair. They were so overjoyed at the comfort of 
the blankets as to say that they hoped they u:ere not goi~g to have their 
portion in this life. Think of this, ye whose silks and satms cost y~m so 
much, and Jet are so little prized. Think of this, all ~ho ar~ plen~1fully 
provided for. K ext time we receive the Lord's gracious gifts with an 
ungrateful indifference let us remember this lonely couple, and let con
fusion cover us. A present of an old garment often evokes more thank
fulnes~ from an aged believer than is felL by those who are ~umptuously 
apparelled from year to year, and have many changes of raiment. 
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A PRAYER-~IEETINO ADIJRF.SS, BY C. A. DAVIS, OF BRADFORD. 

"And in the morning, rising up II gre11t while before day, lie went out and departed 
into n solitnry pince, nn<l there pmycd."-Mark i. llf,. . ' 

PRAYER is the contRct of the soul with God. We are often driven heaven
ward by distress, like a vessel that comes into port only for refuge from the 

storm, or the beggar, who would never ply his ahject calling hut for the pressure 
of poverty. M 11ny of the pse,lms Rre examples of this sort or prRyer; Christ 
himself in Gethsemane cried out of the depths; Rnd God he,s set his signet
mark upon it-" CRII upon me in the <lRy of trouble; I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me." But prayerfulness that utters only the cry of pain is 
unhealthy. Jesus spent the night in prayer when they would have made him 
king; and in the case before us a clay of unusual popularity was followed by 
retreat to the FRther's footstool, as the sweetest relief from man's A.pplause_ 
Unless prosperity wafts us to God as much as the gales of adversity drive us 
thither, our good fortune will be our bane. 

Listening to our Lord we shall enter the temple of prayer, and, before passing 
through the holy place into the holiest of all, we must pause in the outer court. 
The circumstances of the previous day shall constitute for us the outer court of 
this temple. It had been R day of incessant labour. In the synagogue he had 
te.ught with an authority which astonished bis hearers. During the service a weird 
incident had occurred: the cry of a demon had been heard, the mighty preacher 
had ejected him, and the amazed spectators spread the report through the whole 
neighbourhood. The healer must now hRve more employment. The fever
stricken mother-in-law of Peter is made whole, and she rises from her sick heel 
to prepare for her Physician Rnd his company the mid-day meal. At sunset
for the people have oIJly waited for the last moment of the Sabbath to set tbem 
free for the labour of carrying their sick-all the diseased are brought to the 
door, and all are healed. Nay, the whole city is gathered there; blest premo
nition of the world's position in the latter days. After such a day the Son of 
man went weary to rest, not, however, to remain long in the chamber of repose. 
It had been a day of unparalleled suc~ess: the popularity of Jesus had risen 
to a higher mark than ever before : the whole town rung with his name : the 
Sabbath had been unprecedented in Capernaum: and now nothing was the 
table-talk at every fireside in the city but Jesus the prophet, bis authoritative 
teaching, and his wonder-working power. 

Through this outer approach to the shrine of pnyer we advance nearer to 
the holy place. "Rising up a great while before day, he went out into a solitary 
place.'' 

The lonely time was favourable to devotion, it was "a great while before 
day." The world was still, no buzz of bnsiness was audible; the very birds 
had not begun to rustle their feathers, nor chirp their morning call. The stars 
still lookecl down on the slumbering earth, and the etlst was not Jet reddening 
with the sunrise. I think the very winds were asleep, or, if awake, they hushed 
their sighing at the sound of the Suviour's tread. Only One was awake in that 
town; all others slept. Many a heRled one wns wrapped in refreshing repose, 
such as he hRd never known before; the Redeemer alone was stirring. It was 
the first day of the week, which he afterwards signalized by another kind of 
early rising. It is blessed to open the gate of the day with prayer, its path will 
be the brighter. The hallowed morning hour perfumes nil the hot clay that 
follows it. 

At this lonely time Jesus set out on u solitary wulk. One door w,1s opened, 
und OIJe mun stepped forth into the dim, fresh morning. One footstep might 
huve been heard echoing on the pttved walk, or brushing away the dew from 
the grass, ns, emerging from the town, the Lord took his wny to the pince :if 
prnyer. No one was with him, The Lord wns in his holy temple, 11.ll the 
earth kept silence before him. Oh, but he wRlked with God, and though no 
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andible convl'rse wA.s to be heard, yet that soul was deep wrapped iu heiivenly 
communiugs, and heaveu was engrossed with the sacred converse, 

The lonely walk brought him to a secluded place. Where we.s it? Near 
the seR, where the solemn WR'""es be1tt time to his prayers, and seemed to lull to 
rest its perpetual mo1mings Rt sight of the Redeemer come at last? 01' to the 
mountain, to be near heaven and command wide views of earth for which he 
prayed? Or to some secluded "rale of rest 11mid the perfume of the wild flowers 
"·here he 11:1ight pray the.t ee.rth might once more blossom e.s a ge.rden, u.nd th~ 
l11Ight of sm be taken away? 

The sol!ta7 place, '_"he_re'""P.r it. was, r~veals Chrisfs solitary spirit. Every 
human bemg s truest hfe 1s spent m lonelmess. " The heart knoweth its own 
~ittemess, and a st~anger interme~dleth not with itsjoy." We may admit friends 
mto the outer precmcts of our hves, but no human being clln come into the 
secret, innermost life of another. Every man is a.lone with Go~. God alone 
ce.n minister to the deep craving of the spirit. This, which is true of all men 
w!ls in~nsely true of Jesus. There was not on earth one who could sympe.thiz~ 
with him; and, alone in the midst of his disciples, a.lone in e. city full of ad
mirers, Chris_t turns from the world of ~lun~ coarse ~atures to the only One 
who knew b1m and could commune with him. Chnst, who we.s a.lone in the 
crowd, enjoyed sacred society in solitude. "I am not a.lone: the Father is 
with me." 

·we.sit a reflection on the sinful world? Only thus is he awav from his 
Father's enemies; only thus away from sin. As Jeremiah cried for a lodge in 
the mlderness, and David for the wings of a dove, e.n<l Elije.h fled to the desert 
with "I only 11.m left," so Jesus can escape from the abounding of sin only by 
separating himself from the society of men. 

And so, through loneliness and seclusion, we a.re brought to the most holy 
place-'' And there prayed." 

Prayer was no strange thing to him. His bnptism we.s se.nctified with prayer. 
Here at Capernaum, after his laborious day of beneficence, his prayers prevented 
the dawning of the morning. The fevered hours of acclaim, when tbe multi
tude would ha"re crowned him King, were cooled with the night dews of pre.yer. 
Sometimes bis disciples overheard him, and craved from him his holy secret,
" Lord, tee.eh us to pray.'' On the lovely spur of Hermon, where the glory of 
his transfiguration crowned the brow of night, that radiance beamed forth 
while he was praying. At the grave of Laze.ms be thanked bis Father for 
audience of bis prayer that be.d gone before. The Gentiles wait to see him, 
heralds of the homage-paying world, and bis voice going up to ~eaven in 
prayer gains audible response. In the upper room be lifted up bis eyes to 
heaven, and the prayer then offered me.y well hush the world to reverent wor
ship. In the garden his woes find voice in prayer: and the very_cross _becom~s 
his oratory, he prays for bis executioners while bis blood is en_cr1m~o.nmg therr 
bands. He lived in the atmosphere of nearness to God: bis spmt ell.he.led 
devotion as naturally e.s the flowers breathe out fragrance. 

And here be is come to pray. He enters e.s Worshipper into the temple of 
God to offer up purest devotion. No mingling of strange fire or ~nhe.llo'!ed 
incense defiles the golden censer of his heart. The fragrance of this mormng 
worship, as it rises amongst the adoring ~anks abo".ei sweetens heaven. Surely 
angelic worship pauses spell-bound while the spmt of Jesus kneels at the 
Father's feet. A celestial bush mokes audience for hie voice. Never was such 
an offering of worship placed upon the e.lte.r of God. . 

He came there as High Priest to offer intercession for the people. D1~ he 
pray for the bee.led, that bee.Ith of soul might seal to them. the lesser ble~s~ng? 
for his disciples, the.t they in their turn might become dispensers of spmtu~l 
health ? for the next day, with its fresh scenes _and r~newed ~e.bonrs? for bis 
work, that it might be conducted all along the hne to its glorious _consmnm_e.
tion when be should cry " It is finished'' 7 for all who should believe on him 
to e~ernal life? and for 

1

us who here e.nd now look with trustful love to his 
throne? 



"JOHN PEARCE, THE COLPORTEUR." 583 

Oh, that we could overhear him! Let us go with Simon, and Bflek him 
Hush I he rises nnd comes forth from hiR seclusion, the wild flowers clinging to 
his robe, to lead hie disciples to another place or Jabour. For this is the end 
of pra.yer, to lay before God service done, and to gain strength for service yet 
to b0 entered upon. 

Christian, here is your Saviour, follow him to the lonely, yet not lonely, re
treat of prayer. Again he is risen early on another first day of the week, and 
departed to the veriteble holy of holies, there to pray. And whRt is the strain 
of his pleadings? Enough tho.t our n11me is interwoven in them-for "he 
ever liveth to make intercession for ue. '' 

u ioq1t f tar.et, fl,t ~.olp.oritur."* 
THIS book should be read by all who are interested in the diffusion of 

pure literature through the agency of colportage; and if others, who 
do not altogether understand what col portage is, become acquainted with Master 
John's triumphs and defeats, his joys and his sorrows, they will certainly 
be gainers by their pains. The talented authoress has done admirable sen:ice 
in depicting a godly colporteur at work, and giving us a graphic description of 
his district and surroundings. We learn how, even in the way of reading, the 
1·ich may help the poor; and bow, too, in this respect, humble cottagers may 
become indebted to those above them without surrendering self-respect. 

Making Langford the centre of operation, John breaks up new ground
that is, he enters on what appears to be an unpromising district. o.nd we see 
him at his work. After a satisfactory round the honest fellow would return to 
his humble but comfortable lodging in a happy mood. "I have taken a very 
fair amount to-day for a new neighbourhood," said John Pearce, examining hi~ 
note-book. "I'm most pleased that I've got several subscribers for periodicals. 
There are two farmhouses where they are going to take both The Sunday at 
Home and Leisure Hour, and I've got three names down for The British Work
man, and four for The Band of Hope-that's a first-rate start" His tone alters 
after a less promising day ; for Mrs. Evans, the landlady, and her amiable 
daughter Fanny " soon found they could tell from his face, before he spoke a 
word, if he had been successful or not." 

The mischief wrought by periodicals which publish accounts of crime 
and romances of the blue-fire-and-murder kind is well portrayed. Cissy 
Cooper, a pretty village maiden, who was in danger of being rendered quite 
useless in the world by this kind of poison, is unfortunately typical of a iarge 
class who are daily encountered by the colporteurs. "The heroines in her pet 
stories were never scolded, and if they had troubles they were ail of such an 
exciting kind that it must have been quite entertaining to go through them, 
especially as they were sure to clear up beautifully at last. As for wearing 
dresses, why they never wore anything less than silk, satin, or velvet ; or if they 
were poor ' cottage maidens,' as the books called them-and Cissy liked read
ing a.bout them-she could imagine herself in their place; even then they were 
nna.yed in spotless white muslin or something as suitable. 'And here I am, 
with only these horrid old prints, end my alpaca for Sundays.'" 

John Pearce as a colporteur is fairly depicted, for many men who are toiling 
for the Metropolitan Tabernacle Cole,ortage Association are doing II work quite 
as comprehensive and arduous. Like them, he is a many-sided charucter
bookseller, sick-visitor, preacher, and all classes learn to·value his services. The 
book is a most entertaining one, and na it is likely to stimulate public interest 
in nn important branch of philanthropic labour, we give it our cordial recom
mendation a second time. After rendincr every page we were sorry to come to 
tLe end. 'l'o wish that a book had be~n longer was the highest compliment 
,vliich even Dr. Johnson could pay to nn author's handiwork. G. H.P. 

" Published by Elliot Stock, 62, Pi,ternostcr-row. Price 38. 6d. 



584 

itotic.es .of Jaaks. 
The Q11ire1·, for l8i9, Ca.,sell, Petter, Ben Owen, a Lancashire Story. By 

and Galpm. makes a Yery handsome JENNIE PERRETT. Elliot Stock 
'Volume, which will beguile mnny a win- ANoTHERfirst-l'!ltc book "ot·b :.tt t , • Th H • •z • Q 1 1, oys, wn en 
·~r s e,ening_. . e ?m1 .enc _11ai·ter Y, by a I_ady ,vho appears to possess unusual 

"\ ol. III •. D1rk111~on, 1s up to its urnal insi<>ht into character It· 1 t· k • r d . " • 1s a oug 1me 
mnr m qnn tty, an as to appearan~e 1t since we have rend a story that has so 
ranks among thP. best of our senals. thoroughly charmed us. The authoress 
The Sword and the Trowel, new volume, has made lai·ge use of the Lancashire 
should b~ se_cured at onre. Sets from dialect, but he1· words will be intelli
the begmnmg are very scarce, ~nd gible to other readers beside those in 
second-hand book~cllers ask long prices the north, although Lancashire folk can
for _them. Our friends should comple~.e not foil to be pleased with such ex
then· numbers, and ha_vc ~hem bound m pressions as that used by Ben Owen 
the l~andsome case which 1s sold by our when he was "slipping away from life." 
publishers. "Is this dyin'?" he asked. "I'm noaii 

The Oldest Fisherm.an the World ef!ei· 
.,au:, and other Stories. Religious 
Tract Society. 

SE,·Ex simple stories ; the first is on 
fishing for souls, and the others are upon 
honesty, sanctified affliction, kindness to 
neighbours, providence, early piety, and 
temperance. The most striking part of 
the hook is the title. By this we are 
informed that "the oldest fisher the 
worid ever saw" is the old serpent the 
devil. Surely this is a rather fishy 
simile. One might mistake a serpent 
for a fish, but who will call it a fisher? 

"A man ever.I/ inch of him"; or, the 
Story of Frank Fullerlon's School
days. By J. J.;1.ci;;:so:i. "'RAY. London: 
Cassell, Petter, and Galpin. 

CAPITAL! First-rate! and every other 
adjective that will express our un
mingled admiration of this book of 
books for English boys. Once let it be 
seen and dipped into, and no boy will 
be able to rest until he bas read to the 
end, aud then he'll want more. Why, 
it kept us up long after bed-time, made 
us laugh and cry just as it. liked, and, 
when we left off, set us longing to be 
young again ; took the wrinkles out of 
our face, and almost made our creaking 
limbs to grow supple. Well done, Mr. 
Wray: you have given young and old 
boys alike a treat, and in the name of 
boydom in general we vote you " a 
brick.'' J t' • just the book for a Christ
mas-box, a hirth-day present, or a prize 
gift, and we hope will be as plentifully 
scatterecl a8 snowflakes in January. 

fear/." May all who rend the book 
have the same perfect love which casteth 
out fear when they come to die. 

Joxon's Antics. By a HATER OF HuM-
BUG. E. W. Allen, Ave Maria-
le.ne. ls. 

A LIVELY little brochure describing the 
vagaries of two pretended successors of 
the apostles, the Rev. Je1·emiah Joxon 
and his friend, A. Downie Card. One 
of the most amusing parts of the book is 
that which gives Downie Card's account 
of the origin of the nursery rhyme about 
"Old Motter Hubbard" and her won
derful cupboard. At an entertainment 
in the " St. Pongo's Recreation Rooms" 
the veritable cupboard was exhibited, 
and it was explained that when it was the 
property of" that renowned and sainted 
matron Dorothy Hubbard, who is known 
in Catholic nomenclature as Sister Doro
thy, it contained numerous sacred relics 
of the most intrimic worth, which had 
the miraculous property of curing all 
kinds of sickness and diseases.'' One 
night the old lady dreamed that the cup
board had been removed, and all its 
precious relics stolen, by a spectral form 
called "Reformation." According to 
Mr. Carel that vision has been amply 
verified. He told his audience that the 
story of the dog and the bone w~s a 
spurious imitation, but we are inclined 
to say in the imperfect language of one 
who heard him, " Bore likely he's a 
spuryus ibitatiod hisself." Af~er al_l, 
there is really as much truth m this 
"dream" as in most other Romish and 
Ritualistic traditions; that is, there is no 
truth in any of them. 
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A Sei·mon preaclied before tl,e llou.,e of 
Commons, at Westmin.,ter, Murclt 31st, 
1647. By Dr. RALPH CUDWORTH, 
Cambridge: H. W. Wallis, Sidney
etreet. 

RALPH CUDWORTH wns e. philosophical 
divine, but in this instance his profound 
thought did not create obscurity or 
suggest divergence from orthodox opin
iou. This noble sermon was preached 
before the House of Commons, and we 
venture to believe thnt the honourable 
house has seldom heard the like. Did 
we know nothing more of Cudworth 
than that which might be inferred from 
this sermon we should have supposed 
him to have been inclined to the mys
tical school which verges towards 
Quakerism, and we cannot, after read
ing it, believe that he was the heretic 
which he is often said to have been. 
Assuredly, this discourse goes to the 
root of the matter, and shows that no
thing but living union to Christ, wrought 
out in the heart and the conversation, is 
worthy to be called true religion. Mr. 
Wallis has issued the sermon in right 
worthy style. 

Oratory and Orators. By WILLIAM 
MATTHEWS, LL.D. Hamilton, Adams, 
and Co. 

ALL these treatises upon oratory are in
teresting to those who desire to speak 
well. Many as they now are, they are 
not too many; for those which are well 
written contain each one its own pecu
liar instruction. The present is an 
American work, and is full of illustra
tions drawn from the political and 
forensic oratory of the United States. 
We have read almost everything that 
has been written on this side the 
Atlantic, and it is a refreshing change 
to hear what our go-a-head cousins have 
to say upon the point. Our author is 
not great upon preachers, but excels 
when he tells of the days of Burke and 
Fox, or introduces t.he great speakers 
of the Congresses of fifty years ago. In 
most points we agree with his sensible 
and practical remarks. As the time has 
not yet arrived when the world will en
dorse Carlyle's dogma that "silence i8 
the etern11l duty of man," it is well to be 
able to break that silence in such mm1-
ner as to secure the results of speech. 
It m11y be that acco1·ding to the Chelsea. 

sage, "England and America are goin" 
to nothing but wind and ton"ue " but 
the only way to meet the evil i; with 
healthier wind and more earnest tongue. 
We earnestly desire that truth and 
righteousness and the blessed gospel 
may always have the tongues of eloquent 
men at their disposal. No gift can 
excel ~hat of cultured speech ; its 
power 1s all but boundless • let the 
Christian man seek it, and en<lure every 
labo~r,. both of study and practice, to 
obtam 1t. 

Hints on Lecturing, and Notes on the 
History of Shorthand, Elocution, Pho
nography, Music, Logic, etc. By 
HENRY PITMAN. Frederick Pitman, 
20, Paternoster Row. 

Tms is a singular compound of elocu
tion and phonography. ,ve are not at 
all times able to see the connection 
between one portion of this book and 
another, yet we are glad to have met with 
it, for it gives a great many useful 
hints, and is evidently written by a 
thoroughly practical man. Young men 
who think of lecturing should see what 
Mr. Pitman has to say upon it, for by 
readmg his book they may be saved from 
a great many mistakes, and may the 
sooner reach success. As these pages 
only claim to be hints we cannot censure 
them for their fragmentary nature. 
They are very sensible hints indeed: 
lecturers had better "take " them. 

Life's Noontide: a Book of Coun.~els 
and Encouragements. By the Author 
of " Life's .i\Iorning " and " Life's 
Evening." London: The Religious 
Tract Society. 

IT is a long ti:ne since we have fallen 
across such a cheery, sunny book as 
this. The noontide of life is supposed 
to be entirely destitute of poetry and 
fancy, but our author seems to have cast 
such ,a glow of beauty and gladness 
upon it, that we scarcely think either 
life's morning or evening could be more 
blessed. Sparkling anecdote, profound 
philosophy very simply stated, and a 
thorough tone of practical piety run
ning through the whole, make this a 
truly helpful and delightful little volume. 
The book is n most refreshing drnught 
for those who toil beneath the uoonti,le 
sun. 
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The Papal Hierarchy: an Exposure of 
the Tactics of Rome for the Over
throw of the Liberty and Christianity 
of Gl'('at Britain. By Rev. J. A. 
WTLIB, LL.D. London: Hamilton, 
Adams, and Co. 

No better writer upon the papacy can 
be found than the scholarly author of 
the "History of Protestantism." In 
this pamphlet he most ably exposes the 
tactics which priestism uses for the over
throw of national and spiritual liberty. 
He seems to know all the subtle ramifi
cations of popery, and therefore he is 
the better able t.o warn us against its 
plottings. We wi~b this little volume 
were placed in every Sunday-school 
library, and in the bands of our risina 
youth, that they may be taught to est/: 
mate rightly the foe against whom their 
fathers fought, and the fearful results 
which would follow its ascendancy. Dr. 
·wylie has placed Protestantism under 
lasting obligation by this able effort. 
Onward Reciter. Monthly, One Penny. 

Seventh Volume, ls. 6d. Partridge 
and Co. 

THl!SE selections for temperance recita
tions nre always good and spirited. 
Bands of Hope will find this book worth 
ten times its price for their juvenile 
meetings. We always like this unique 
periodical. 

Hidden Lessons; from the 'Derbal repe
titions and 'Darieties of the New Tes
tame111. By J. F. B. TINLil'iG, B.A. 
Samuel Bagster and Sons. 

A DEEPLY interesting book to one who 
is a close and careful student of the 
·word. An intelligent lover of his Bible 
might spend hours over this work in real 
amusement, and at the same time find 
it much more than amusement. Mr. 
Tinling, in a few words, calls attention to 
the actual words of the original, and to 
the varying translations of our autho
rized version. The English reader will 
quite understand him, but the Greek 
s~u<lent will be doubly grateful for his 
re1Darks. Some of the observations are 
tri,ial, and perhaps questionable, but 
we should have been sorry to have 
mi~Eed the work as a whole. The very 
letter of the word of God is dear to us, 
for we retain a firm belief in plenary 
and verbal inspiration. Much may be 
loEt in a tramlation by a change in the 

word used,. althougl) n_ synon;rm be em
ploye~: this ~fr. Tmhng pomts out iu 
many metmcttve examples. 

History of the Bapti.~t Church and 
Congrrgo.tion meeting in Providence 
Chapel, Lumb. By EDWARD NUTTALL, 
Yates and Alexander, 21, Cnstle
street, Holborn, E.C. 

,vE rejoice in the multiplication of these 
little church histories, for they help to 
end~ar the chu~ches to the present and 
commg generat10ns, nnd they are a con
tinuation of the Acts of the Apostles 
whi?h. may be read to the profit of th~ 
Christians of the present. In this case 
the materials are slender, but Mr. Nut
tall has made the best of them, and pro
duced a record which will be prized by 
those who know the place and the 
people. No very noted minister has 
occupied the pulpit of Lumb, and there
fore the place hns not a very extended 
interest connected with it; but he who 
counts the lesser as well as the greater 
stars, would have us remember the 
earnest plodding men as well as their 
more brilliant co temporaries. The letter 
from Pastor Ashworth to the Baptist 
Fund, written in 1828, is a fine proof 
of the self-sacrifice exhibited by those 
who founded and nurtured our feebler 
churches half II century ago. Let it be 
read by the struggling men of the pre
sent, and they will see how the apos
tolical succession has been kept up, till 
it is now perpetuated in themselves. 

"My wife and I are engaged in weav
ing calico, by which we earn (both of us 
together) in general four shillings and 
sixpence in the week, which is all we 
get besides what our friends can give us, 
which for the past year amounts in nil to 
£13 l0s. 3d. Neither of us have any 
private property, and indeed we have 
scarcely bare necessary utensils, so that 
I am almost ashamed when Christian 
friends call upon us. Yet I would not 
repine, for I have far more than mine 
iniquities deserve. This, dear sir, is a 
plain but faithful account of our cir
cumstances, and praying that the Lor_d 
would presel'Ve and support all h~s 
people in credit and with honour to his 
cause, 

"I remain, dear sir, 
" ReRpectfully yours, ,. 

"RICHARD ASHWORTH. 
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Gibraltar and its Sieges. With n de
scription of its nnturnl features. 'l'ho
mns Nelson ond Sons. 

,\ THRILLING record of volour oncl en
tlurence. The tnle ie well told, nncl the 
book is full of engravings, and exceed
ingly well got up, nfter the manner of 
Mes~rs. Nefson. The story of the Rock 
will 8ecure a numerous band of highly 
grntified readere. 

Rays from the Realms of N11ture; or, 
Parables of Plunt Life. By the Rev. 
JAMES NEcL, M.A. Cassell, Petter, 
and Galpin. 

Tms is a book after our own heart. It 
gnthers from trees and flowers facts 
wherewith to set forth moral and 
spiritual truth. This is the right use 
of nature. It is reading one of the 
works of the great Author by the light 
of another, comparing utterance with 
utterance. Mr. Neil has given as 
his frontispiece a coloured floral clock 
in which the hours are marked by 
the opening of various flowers. The 
idea is taken from Liunreus and prettily 
worked out. Messrs. Cassell, Petter, 
and Galpin have adorned the work with 
engr:i.viogs of their usually high order, 
and we make no doubt that this, to"e
ther with the excellent letterpress, ;ill 
secure a numerous host of readers. The 
following is a fair specimen of the 
botanical parables of which the book 
is composed. 

"SOARING HEAVENWARD. 

" There is a grass, a kind of millet, 
the stems of which are seen to shoot 
up in the tropical forests of India. 
They are scarcely thicker than a stout 
straw, and seem but poor, weak, insig
nificant things amongst the grand forms 
and gorgeous beauty of the surrounding 
growth. But watch them, and you will 
see that with great rapidity and strength 
they continue to rise up higher and 
higher. Presently they reach the 
boughs of vast trees, but pushing 
their leaves aside, they pass onward 
and upward. Now they have mounted 
over the summit of the highest brunches, 
and there, above all the trees of the forest, 
they spread their tiowers like some rich 
n1eadow far in the upper nit·! Is not 
t~i:i 11 striking figure of the followers of 

Christ? Judged by the world's stan
dard they do indeed appear poor and 
weak in comparison with the pomp and 
show around them. There is often 
little o( outward beauty or strength to 
mark their earthly wny. Their flowers 
cannot flourish, nor their fruits ripen 
in the fields below. Truly their 'con
versation (that is, their daily walk) is 
in heaven.' \Vith wondrous power, 
despite all obstacles, they pursue their 
upward way, soaring over the heads of 
their fellow men; in affections placed 
higher, in aims more exalted, and in a 
loftier moral elevation, and, earth left 
behind, they rise to enjoy 'spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.''' 

Bible Hygiene, or Health Hints. By a 
Physician. Hodder and Stoughton. 

IT was an original idea to teach the 
laws of health from the Bible, but this 
volume shows that there was much 
sense in it. The arrangements of the 
camp in the wilderness were conducted 
upon the simplest, and most certain, 
sanitary principles ; and throughout 
the whole Bible there are scattered re
marks and teachings which are all upon 
the side of wisdom. in dealing with the 
body: these our author has turned to 
practical account. He observes that 
•' the Scriptures give very little informa
tion regarding the cure of disease; and 
the reason doubt.less is. that as with sin 
so with sickness, God's· laws are framed 
more towards prevention and avoidance 
than remedy ; in other words, they are 
oftener hygienic than therapeutic; but 
at the same time, the minuteness with 
which the subject is handled, the strict
ness with which the rules are enforced, 
and the strong language in which they 
are couched, clearly indicate the su
preme importance of prophylactic-that 
is, preventive measures,-in the estima
tion of the great Life-giver and Health
preserver." Doubtless, when the rule 
of the Word of God shall have become 
universal, the body, with the rest ot 
creation, will be delivered from the 
bondnge of corruption : and Sil we near 
thnt blessed consummation we may ex
pect to see life lengthened and health 
promoted. 

'l'o thoughtful readers, and especially 
to those who instruct others, this work 
will be of considerable value. 
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The b'arlham Se!'ies of Tract.•. Com
piled by T. B. S. S. W. Partridge 
and Co. 

THE inimit.ably attractive little trncts 
known as " The Earlhnm Series" right 
well deserve to be thus bound toO"ether 
and preserved. They make a pretty 
bijou volume which will be sure to charm 
many readers. 

The Preacher's Complete Homiletical 
C?mme~tary on the Old Testament, 
with Critical and E:rplanato,·y Notes, 
~·c. By various Authors. Richard 
D. Dickinson. 

MR. Drci.:INSON proceeds with his scheme 
of a complete Homiletical Commentary, 
and as the volumes appear we feel more 
and more obliged to him for under
taking so useful a publication. The 
works must not be judged of from the 
ordinary commentator's point of view, 
or they will not rank at their real value. 
They are what they profess to be, 
and their homiletical quality is most 
distinct and valuable. The separate 
volumes dill'er greatly in our estimation, 
bnt there is not one which we should 
like to do without. The discourses and 
outlines are many of them such as no 
person could advantageously use as they 
stand, bnt this is rather a recommenda
tion than otherwise, for it is desirable to 
assist thought, and not to supersede it. 
Upon the Psalms the work is complete, 
and a.lso ihe .Minor Prophets, and we 
feel safe in saying that to the majority 
of preachers these works will be exceed
ingly helpful. The volume of the Minor 
Prophet! is a specially good one. Of 
the other volumes we have spoken at 
diJferent times, and may possibly speak 
again. If Mr. Dickinson finds it re
munerative to publish this series we 
shall be right glad; certainly he will 
have some reward in knowing that he 
has supplied a great need. One of 
these days this bomiletical work will 
be done over again by abler bands, but 
even then these volumes will have their 
value, and will not readily be super
seded. A benevolent deacon who wishes 
to do his pastor a real service would 
be wise if he sent him either Joshua, 
.Job, Psalms, Canticles, Ecclesiastes, or 
Minor Prophets ; and he would do better 
stiU if he made up a large parcel, and 
sent the whole set. 

The E1tphmtes and the Tigris: a Nar
rative of Discovery and Adventure 
With n Description of the Ruins of 
Babylon and Nineveh. Thomae Nel
son and Sons. 

WE rejoice in such books RR this. The 
more of them the helter. Light readina 
will have less excuse if more of sucC 
~olid and yet entertuining works ure 
issued from the press, adorned and 
explained by such engravings. This 
should be in every Sunday-school li
brary, and young people should have it 
given them as a Christmas present. 
Tears and Rainbows. By Rev. Pro-

fessor GEORGE BUTLER BRADSHAW. 
A. Bachhoffner, 162, High Street 
Clapham. ' 

THE title prepares us to take a poetic 
view of consolation in trouble, and such 
we find to be the design of this little 
book. It consists of poems, moral 
religious, and sentimental, in a plaintiv~ 
and soothing strain well adapted to 
comfort those that mourn. The follow
ing quotation will suffice to show the 
writer's theological creed, and his poetic 
genius and taste. 
"Then sta.nd not Iist'ning to the thunder's 

crash 
That rends alike old Sina.i's sides with 

awe 
And thy poor bosom: nor the lightning's 

flash 
Still dare to tempt tha.t quaking Sinai 

saw! 
But turn thy gaze to Calvary! where the 

law 
Its vengeance wreaked on Him whose 

blood was shed 
To quench its fury: a.nd whose cross did 

draw-
O hlest Conductor! from thy guilty head 

Those fiery bolts on Him who suffered in 
thy stead." 

The Patriarchs. By the Rev. Dr. 
HANNA and Canon NoRRIS. Cassell, 
Petter, and Galpin. 

IN every way first-class, as might be ex
pected from the name of Dr. Hanna 
beina connected with it. Our friend 
has the art of condensing his matter 
and yet preserving his clearness. He has 
written the first three papers on Abra
ham, Isaac, and Jacob ; and Canon 
N orriif has supplied two others upon 
Joseph and Moses. Jn so small a space 
the patriarchs have never before been 
so fully and competently portrayed. 
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ON :Monday evening, Oct. 27, a large 
number of the membHre and friends of the 
London Open Air Mission attended the 
prayer-meeting at the Tabernacle. Al
though suffering from considerable pain 
at the time, we gave an address, which we 
hope will be useful to those for whom it was 
specially intended. It was a great pleasure 
to meet our admirable friend, Mr. John 
Macgregor of the Rub Roy, and to see that 
he and Mr. Kirk and Mr. Kirkham have 
around them some manly brethren who 
are not likely to let the gospel sound cease 
from London's streets and parks. Thou
sands of men and women will never hear 
of J eeus unless it be through open-air 
preaching. They are strangers to our 
places of worship, and perhaps if they were 
to enter them they would not feel at home ; 
and therefore the Saviour must find them 
in the highways and hedges, or they will 
perish for lack of knowledge. Alas, that 
ever this should be in the land of Bibles 
and of churches! Could not more young 
men preach in the square of the city, or in 
the roadway of the town, or on the vil
lage green? This thing will not soon be 
overdone. Of this there need be no fear. 
Even in the winter there are days when it 
is safe to preach outside, and not a day 
should be lost. 

On .Fl'iday evening, Oct. 31, the Annual 
Meeting of MR. BARTLETT'S CLASS was 
held in the Lecture-hall, under the presi
dency of the pastor. Addresses were 
given by Messrs. H. Varley, W. Williams, 
T. Lardner, and the Chairman; and Mr. 
Bartlett presented lo the p11Btor £56 12s. ld. 
as a year's contributions from the class 
for the College. He explained that this 
WBB only a portion of the contributions of 
the members, as they bad also raised for 
the Testimonial Fund £117 13s. 3d. ; for 
the Girls' Orphanage £29 lle. 3d.; and 
for the afflicted and necessitous £16 5e. 9d. 
Add these together, and they show what 
a women's class can do. These are not 
rich le.dies, but humble Christian women, 
and they do this in addition to their 
regular subscriptions as seat-holders and 
church-members. It is noble of them. 
Such is the general spirit and liberality of 
the Ohristians at the Tabernacle, and the 
result is an abundant blessing. We are 
sure that among our generous people the 
promise is fulfilled : " Bring .ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, nnd prove me now 
herewith, enith the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing." The blessing 

comes both in temporale and in epiri tuals. 
Our friends, as a rule, are more prosperous 
than any other set of people of the same 
ranii: in life ; and we have noticed that, 
speaking broadly, we have felt far lee• of 
the p1essnre of the times than any other 
people. There is much suffering at pre
sent-more than we ever knew before
but yet all along the Lord has in temporal 
things fulfilled his own promise that the 
liberal soul shall be made fat. Mr. Bart
lett's class is not so numerons as in the 
palmy days of hie venerated mother, but 
it still remains a great power for good ; 
and connected with it are most useful 
agencies, which are far more deTeloped 
than they were in the earlier days of the 
class. More is done by the class, even if 
the numbers are less. Yet there is room 
for zealous efforts to enlarge. 

On Monday evening, 1V{J'I). 3, the An
nual Meeting of the R1cBl!OND STREET 
M1ss10N was held in conjunction with the 
Tabernacle prayer-meeting. A large num
ber of workers and friends of the Mission 
had previously taken tea in the school
room, at the close of which the pastor 
presented to Mr. Dunn a very handsome 
clock and pair of vases as a token of love 
and esteem from bis co-workers at Rich
mond Street. Never waa a testimonial 
better deserved. In a previous number of 
the magazine we inserted a paper describing 
the Richmond Street work, and there
fore we will not enlarge here ; but it 
would have done any minister's eyes good 
to see the staff of workers connected with 
this mission, quite enough in number and 
strength to manage a large church, and all 
full of the holy, loving, practical spirit 
with which the Lord has anointed Olli" 
brethren. It was well done of them to 
show their love to their leader ; envy and 
fault-finding make enterprises weak, but 
in hearty love is our strength. 

Lo?moN BAPTIST AesocrATIO:S-.-11fon
day Evening, .!Yvi•. 10, being the occasion 
of the meetings for United Prayer and 
Communion of the Associated Churches, 
there WBB a goodly gathering of the pastors 
and many of the members of neighbour
ing churches at the Tabernacle. Pastor 
J. A. Spurgeon presided, and Pastors 
Chettleborougb, J. A. Brown, Knee, Wil
liams, Millard, Cope, and T. C. Page 
offered prayer during the service. Pastor 
J. A. Spurgeon gave an address upon 
the presence of Christ with his people 
founded upon the Lord's words-" With 
desire I have desired to eat this passover 
witlt yo11," and, "Father, I will that those 

41 
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whom thou b1tst f!fren me bo 11·itl, ,ne." 
The 1tddrPBS, (.hongh brief, ,vas foll of 
teaching, comfort, and power, nnd was 
manifestly guided of the ~pirit of God to 
prepue the heut.s of God's people for the 
opening up of the truths concerning the 
supper itsplf by our beloved brother, Dr. 
:Stanford, who spoke, RB he only can, from 
"WhRt mean ye by this feast p·• Sweetly 
did he diocourae upon the passover and its 
teachings. Our correspondent adds that 
the only word he could find in which to 
express the feelings of the believers pre
sent were,-

" Ho~ ~WC'C't ~nil a'\'\"ful is the plaCC!, 
'\Yith Christ within the doors.'' 

CoLLEGE.-Mr. H. T. Peach has accepted 
the pRstorate of the church at Rugby; and 
Mr. Ince, who sailed some months since 
for Australia, bas become pastor of the 
church e.t Echuca. 

l\Ir. S. A. Comber, one of our Medical 
Missionary Students, informs us that he 
obtained ha.If the "Coldstream" scholar
ship at the Edinburgh Medical Mission. 
We have three brethren now studying at 
Edinburgh, and one e.t the Cha.ring Crose 
Hospital, London, and we devoutly hope 
that these will a.II become medica.l mis
sionaries of the best order. We shall be 
greatly disappointed if one of them should 
fail to go a broe.d. 

Mr. W. H. J. Page, of Ce.lne, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate of 
the eh urch at Lower Sloane-street, Chel
sea: Mr. M. Morris, of Spennymoor, is 
removing to Monkwea.rmouth; Mr. C. L. 
Gordon, of Nailsworth, to Longhope, 
Gloucestershire ; Mr. W. F. Edgerton, of 
Beccles, has gone to Gamlin gay; Mr. J. 
Hutchison, of Shipston-on-Stour, to Swan
wick and Riddings, Derbyshire ; and Mr. 
A.. E. Spicer, of Hayle, to Shelfanger, 
Norfolk. It ie painfully within our lmow
ledge that many ministers must remove 
bec&uee their people cannot find them 
with bread to eat and raiment to put on. 
Farming hae been so bad that some of our 
country churches will have to be de
pendent on lay-preaching, and yet they 
greatly netd pa•tore if they are to survive 
the ant .. gonistic influences brought to 
bear upon them by the Establishment. 
At this moment we are daily meeting with 
heart-rending cases of poverty : worthy 
men doing a good work have to leave their 
spheres through absolute starvation. Rich 
Chri,,tians ought not to permit this. Mrs. 
Spurgeon could tell them where many a 
tcn-i,ound note could be used with grand 
effect. 

Mr. W. Stokes, of Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, whose h::alth has suffered through 

lutrd work and bereavement, h1ts returned 
to England for nwhile, and Mr. 011.tts has 
gone to take charge of his church during 
his absence. llfr. Ifamilton's friends at 
C1tpe Town treated Mr. D,ttts most hand
somely when he left them for hi• new tem
porary sphere of labour, sending him off 
with their hearty esteem and with tokens 
of their Christian liberality. We are 
gratified with everything which this Ot1p0 
1'own church. does. 

EvANGELISTs.-At one of our recent 
prayer-meetings at the Tabernacle, Mr. 
Fullerton gave e.n account of the work of 
Mr. Smith and himself at Stalford. He 
said before they went there they had 
several letters telling them what a hard 
place it wae to reach, but they did not take 
much notice of them, for the same thing 
we.s said of every other place. They 
were told that Blackpool was a hard 
place beca.use it was a see.side town, 
that Blackburn was a hard J>lace be
ca.use the inhabitants were principally 
mill-people, that Stafford wae e. hard place 
because the people were all in the shoe 
trade, and now they were assured that 
Scarborough was e. hard place because it 
was such a fashionable town, However, 
the Lord had been with them at Blackpool, 
Blackburn, and Stafford, and they felt cer
tain he would accompany them to Scar
borough also. 

The faith of the Evangelists in their 
Me.eter, their message, and the means he 
has taught them to UBe, was well founded, 
for the day after thAy commenced at 
&arho1·ougli we received from Mr. Mes
quitta and Mr. Adey, the ministers of the 
town, the following telegram:-" Glorious 
time yesterday. Chapels full. Albert Hall 
overflowing. Three thousand e.t circus.'• 
A week later the report from one of the 
ministers was-" We expectto-dayto have 
to shift our que.rters to more commodious 
premises for the noon meetings, at which 
we have had every day 500 of the beet 
Christiane in Scarborough, drawn from the 
ranks of the Society of Friends, and the 
Eve.ngelica.l churches, as well ae from our 
Nonconformist places. We have had to 
alter our advertisements, to burn our hand
bills, to run short of books, to cover our 
posters, and, finally, to eng~ge th~ large 
circus for nearly all our meetmgs, with the 
certainty of its being vastly too email for 
us .... God has given us e. very rioh 
blessing. . . . The thing is growing. An 
excellent spirit pervades the town j uet now. 
The season is over: people are more at 
liberty, and everything seems to fit in in a 
providential manner. We love the men 
very much, and a.re the joyful witnesses of 



NOTEB. 591 

their fnilhfol testimony. Fullerton fastens 
with e.n iron grasp on primary truths, e.nd 
me.Ices them fall like axes e.t the roots of 
the trees. There is great variety in his 
subjects, 11s well as methode. A sermon 
of hie on ' Regeneration,' delivered ap
parently without over-strained effort, could 
hardly have been excelled by Jonathan 
Ed wards for the awful sense of solemn 
need produced in the first half of the dis
course, or for the sweet relief which came 
to us when he led us to the serpent 
uplifted in the latter part of his most 
textual exposition. I am wearying yon, 
but I must in justice to Mr. Smith say that 
his pathos and simplicity, together with 
his gifts of music and song, seem to com
plete the equipment--well, of this apos
toHc pair of preachers. I begin to wish 
that we all went in twos, for these 
preachers preach to each other. They are 
not eremites like us, but brethren.-Yours 
most truly, WM. Trws. ADEY." 

It is exceeding cheering to find that 
Mr. BuRNHAM

0

s visit to aristocratic Leam
ington was owned of God in a similar 
manner, though on a smaller scale. Each 
evening there were some enquirers, "young 
men and maidens, old men and children," 
many of whom entered into liberty. Pas
tor Williams writes : "There were, we 
trust, some cases of genuine conversion of 
those who had hitherto been quite in
different to the claims of religion, while 
others in whom the good work had been 
begun have been brought to decision, and 
the members of the church have rejoiced 
in the times ofrefreshing from the presence 
of the Lord." 

From Leamington Mr. Burnham went 
to Marl,yate Street, of which not much 
can lie said, as litt.le or no preparation had 
been made for the services. Bedf01·d was 
mucb better prepared, and consequently 
more blessing was received, The help of 
several neighbouring brethren had been 
secured, which was very providential, for 
Mr. Burnham had caught such a violent 
cold that he could hardly sing at 1111. 
Many enquirers were eeen, some w€nt 
away rejoicing, and in three distinct cases 
the evangeli6t was cheered by hearing of 
conversions resulting from his previous 
visits to Wootton and Ridgmount. During 
November Mr. Burnham has held sen·ices 
for a week at Tltet[o1'tl, and a fortnight at 
B11rton-on-T,·ent and neighbourhood; and 
this month he has engagements at Naun
ton, near Cheltenham; and Melford, Suf
folk. 

OnPHANAGE. - Seyeml successful ser
vices of mug have been given by lhe 

Orphanage Choir recently, bnt our" Notes" 
have to be made up before full reports can 
reach us. V\7 e are, however, deeply grak
ful to all frienda who have thus helped to 
care for the fatherle•s and the widow. 
Last month we a•ked for £1,000 to pay 
for the paddock for Girls' Orphanage, and 
at the time we left we had received nearly 
£250. Will the rest be sent in soon? No 
nows could be more cheering to us during 
our retirement. 

Cltristmasat the Orplianage.-Will our 
kind helpers bear in mind the fact that 
although the President is obliged to be 
away at Christmas-time, the orphans will 
look for their plum-pudding and roast beef 
all the same ? As there will, for the first 
time, be orphan girls a• well as boys to 
share the festivities at Stockwell, we hope 
that the usual gifts will be supplemented 
by additional contributions that there may 
be no lack of gooe. things. Donations 
should be sent to C. Spurgeon, junior, 
Nightingale Lane, Balham ; and provi
sions, etc., for the children to i\Ir. Charles
worth, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham 
Road. Throwing off the "we" of the 
editor, I, C. H. Spurgeon, now an exile for 
my health's sake, very earnestly ask that 
the dear children may not suffer through 
me. Send in your generous gifts as usual, 
pay off the amount still needed for the 
Girls' Orphanage ground, and ]et the 
Stockwell house of mercy make merry and 
be glad. If so, I shall have a telegram, 
and keep merry Christ mas too. 

We must again remind our readers that 
the next quarterly meeting of the col
lectors for the Orphanage will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 9th, 18S0, when Mr. J. J. 
Headington has kindly promisEd to give 
one of his first-class dissohing view lec
tures. All the collecting ca,ds should be 
sent in on that occasiou. We ..-ish we 
could increase the number of friends who 
collect for us ; it would do them good to 
undertake the work, and we should be 
personally obliged to them for their help. 

CoLPORTAGE.-The generous offer of 
H. l\1. has not yet met with any response. 
The secretary reports that here and there 
district committees are intimati11g that 
they cannot find the amount for their 
agents after this year. We believe_ that if 
some Christian l~dy or gentlem:tu m such 
districts would personally take the matter 
up, in almost every case the £40 would be 
collected. 

When the districts senJ us the £-10 we 
have still a considerable amount to make 
up to complete the men's s,1bries. and fur 
wo,king expenses. 'l irncs a1c clull, <1nJ 
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we suppose we must be content to let the 
sail-furling go on, though we h&d a hope 
th&t our friend H. M. 's offer, for which we 
nre very grn.tefnl, would h11.ve led to some
thing prnctic&l. Me11.nwhile, boys are 
learning to read, and in m11.ny p&rts of 
the country they will he supplied with 
nothing but injurious literature, because 
the colporteur does not come round ; many 
sick folk will be unvisited, and certain 
poor congregations will be uncared for, 
because the m,m with the books is dis
charged. We do not survey the prospect 
with pleasure, but having done our best 
to stir up our fellow-servants we now 
leave the matter in the great Master's 
hands. Anv information desired can be 
had of the ·secretary for Colportage, Mr. 
W. C. Jones, Metropolitan T11.bernacle. 

METROPOLITAN TABERSACLE CousTRY 
Mrssro~.-Mr. Bowker sends us the h,ilf
yearly be.lance-sheet of this most useful 
work, which was folly described in a 
recent number of the magazine. The 
treasurer commenced with a be.le.nee of 
7s. 1 Hd. in hand, and he has received 
from donations £59 I ls. 3d., snbscriptions 
£13 18s. 6d., collections at mission stations, 
annual meeting, etc., £18 l0s. 2½d., making 
a total of £92 7s. lld. The expenses of 
thehalf-yee.r he.ve a.mounted to £9116s. 3d., 
so the.t immediate help is wanted if the 
mission is to be preserved from breaking 
its excellent rule, " never to be in debt." 
We ca.n vouch for it the.t no money can be 
spent more economics.Uy, anii it all goes 
for direct preaching of the Word, which is 
the one thing needful for these evil times. 

BooK Fu:-rn.-Mrs. Spurgeon hss for 
some time been largely occupied with sup
plying books to clergymen of the Church 
of England whose stipends are too small 
to allow them to purchase them. The 
amount of kindly feeling which has been 
expressed is very pleasing, e.nd we regard 
this opportunity of spreading evangelical 
truth as a peculiarly valuable one, which 
should be largely used. Keeping watch 
at home all alone, our beloved finds great 
solace in the kindly words of friends who 
send her help for her chosen life-work. 
Its present interesting pha.se should com
mand the prayers and sympa.thies of a.11 
our friends. 

PEasox.u NoTEs.-A friend in Scot
land sends us the following note, with 
a contribution to the Orphanage which 
had been entrusted to him by" a widow": 
" She is a constant reader of your ser
mons. 1->he was under deep conviction 
for some years, and it was through the 

rea.ding of your sermons tha.t light shono 
in upon her soul l\nd she now reJoices 
in the liberty of J esns Christ he1· Lord. 
She luts peace, joy, and hope through him. 
She received a. small lega.cy through the 
dea.th of o. friend, and she desires to give a 
part of it to some of the institutions under 
your care as a. token of grntitude for tho 
benefit she has received from your ser
mons." 

)lr. Cuff sends ns some notes which he 
picked up in a lonely part of Galloway 
after the Baptist Union meetings. He 
rode from Glasn-ow to Lockerbie with e.n 
old man who had travelled ninety miles to 
he>1.r our sermon in St. Andrew's Hall. 
With tears in his eyes he said, "I got a 
shake o' his han'; God bless him." Ex
plaining his enthusiasm he said, "A hae 
read aw his sermons, and a hae them aw 
bun in half-calf." Mr. Cuff tells us he can
not gi,·e us the Scotch, but it was simply 
beautifc1l. The sermons had been untold 
blessings to him in his lonely village. 

Mr. UufF called to see an old me.n nearly 
ninety years of age. He is still able to 
read, so e. friend had lent him a volume of 
our sermons. On c!Llling to exchange it 
for another he found him reading it 
through a second time, giving as his 
reason, " A gude story is nae th' waur o' 
bein' twice told." This aged saint finds 
great joy in reading the sermons not only 
to himself, but to his daughter and grand
children. 

Mr. Brown, of Twickenham, has also 
been in the far north, distributing some of 
our sermons which have been translated 
into Gaelic. He says, " It would have 
done your heart good to have see~ the 
pleasure with which they were !ece1ved; 
and in many cases the glad surprise of the 
good folk to be able to read your sermons 
in their own mother tongue." He sug
gests the tre.nsle.tion of more sermons into 
Gaelic, and of a small number into the 
Irish. We should like to have it done. 
Our hands a.re full; some brother worker 
might hke the matter up, a.nd we should 
rejoice. 

A reader of Tlte S1votd and the Tro,vel, 
toa-ether with other cheering news, relates 
th~t a nephew of hers was an~ious a.bout 
his soul's salvation. He was m Wales.at 
the time, but a fellow-workman sen~ ~1m 
from Austi-alia a newspaper conte.1mog 
one of our sermons, which was the means 
of his conversion. The title of the sermon 
was "The Wicked Man's Life, Funeral, 
and Epitaph.'' (No. 200.) This is e.not~er 
remarkable instance of the sermon going 
round by Australia in order to reach a me.n 
in our ow-n la.nd. 



PASTORS' COLT,EGE. 

Messrs. P11rtrirlge 11nd Co. hn.vo pub
lished o. little cight-pnged tract by Mr. 
Cheyne Brady, rntitled, "The Fox
Hunter.'' It describes o. man who had 
gone for into sin, but whe>ee conscience 
hnd been aroueed by eeeing upon o. window
pane tbeRe worde, " Prepnre to meet thy 
God." Convinced of hie sin, he cried for 
mercy, but for awhile be sought it in vain. 
Mr. Brady thus relates what followed :-

" Several days passed thus, when hie eye 
caught a notice, that in a certain village, 
sixteen miles off, Spurgeon was to preu.ch 
that evening. He said to himself, 'I'll go 
and hear that man.' He ordered his horse, 
and rode sixteen milee in order to bear 
something which might percha.nee give his 
wounded spirit relief. The text was, 
'Come unto me, nil ye that le.hour nnd a.re 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.' 
•Doubtless,' said Spurgeon, ' there are 
some young men before me who are 
weighed down with sin and misery, and 
wanting rest (at the so.me time pointing 
here and there). Have you tried the Blood, 
brother? Have you tried the Blood? 
The blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth 
us from all sin.' The conscience-stricken 
sinner was melted under this appeal; he 
was convinced of his state as a sinner, and 
that as such eternal death was hls doom. 
But God by his Holy Spirit enabled him 
to see that Jesus Christ died for his sins 
and shed His blood in hie stead. He 
saw the remedy for sin and uncleanness
the precious Blood of Chri~t. He believed 
in the Lord Jesus and was saved, and left 
the chapel born 'again,-a new man in 
Christ." 

The following note speaks for itself: 
"Dear Mr. Spurgeon, - Having found 
peace and joy after reading one of your 
~ermons in the Clu·istian He1·ald on ' The 
.Approach11bleness of J eeue,' after having 
had m:my yeurs of c'arkness and doubt, 
ple:i.se to accept the enclosed for tbe 
Orpbanage as a tb1mkoffering to the Lord 
for deliverRnce. With more to follow, from 
.a lover of J esue.'' 

Publishers are r:ither too much ict the 

hn.bit of quoting the remarks made in 011\' 

Review Department RB if they mmt ne
cessarily be every one the personal pro
duction of the editor. Now, we beg to 
give notice that to quote as from Tlie 
Smord and tlte Tramel is fair and ril(ht, 
but to begin with "11/,·, Sp1tr,geon sn !I-'" 
is not always truthful. 'vV e do write the 
major part of these notices, and we are re
sponsible for them all, but we could not 
in prop,·ia persona get through so many 
books, and therefore many of the reviews 
are by other hands. Especially must we con
fess that the heaps of tale-books are not per
sonally perused by us; we would sooner 
break stones. As folks will have these reli
gions fictions we do our best to let them 
know which of them are well-intentioned, 
but we do not advise the reading of them 
to any great extent. A little pastry may 
be all very well (our slow digestion sug
gests that the less the better), but to Jin, 
upon it would be to generate dyspepsia. 
and all sorts of ills ; even so, an interesting 
story now-and-again may be a relief and a. 
pleasure, but a constant course of such 
reading must injure both mind and heart. 
From the quantity of fiction which we 
have lately received we should think that 
its perusal needs no •·ncouraging, and a. 
little repression might be henltby. 

Subscribers tn our various works will 
please to observe th1tt this month'• account~ 
are only made up to Nov. 14, and there
f~re if their donations are omitted it will 
be because they arrived after that date, 
and they will be sure to find them ac
knowledged in the January number. Our 
leaving England made it necer,sary to 
shorten the account, so that we might 
complete the mngazine before leaving. 

The following is the list of preachers 
at the Tabernacle during our absence :-

Sunday, Nov. 16, C. Spurgeon, jun.; 
23, J. Jackson Wr;,,y; 30, W. P. Lock
hart. Dec. 7, morning, A. G. Brown; 
evening, J. A. Spmgrnn; 14, J. Jnckson 
Wray; 21, E. G. G,.nge; 2S, E. Herber 
Evans. Jun. 4, morning, J. Jackson 
Wrny; e,vening, J. A. Spurgeon. 

f md,0rs' Qfolitgt, ~tfr,0p,0Iitan inbtnmdt. 
Statement of Receipts froni October 20th to 1Yovembe1· 14th, 1 Si9. 

A Friend ... ... ... ... . .. 
'' Of thine own httvc we given thee,, ... 
Mr. H. D. Frearson ... 
Miss Gibbins, per Mr. Isaac 
lllr. J. G. Hall ... . .. 
A Friencl, Edinburgh 
Mr, W. J. Grohnm 
:Mr."'"· Ha.riison 
Mr. A. Cowan 

£ e. d. 
. , 0 0 
I o 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 I O 
0 5 0 

C- I O 0 
JO JO 

I O 

llfr. George Tomkins ... ... . .. 
In Memory of W. L. B., who preachecl 

£ s. d. 
2 12 6 

" Jesus Christ and him crucified" 
Hymn 5H or593 
Mrs. Gnrdincr 
J. H., Lil"erpool 
H.T. R .... 
Miss Jephs ... 
Mr. llartlett's Class 

20 0 0 
... 20 0 o 

4 0 0 
(, 10 0 
5 () ~ 

0 II 
5G 12 



STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE. 

£ •· d. Victoria Ohul'Oh, Wandsworth, per 
I'll.star E. Hender.on . . . 4 8 o 

Mr,. A. Jones 3 o O 
111. w. s. ... ... ... ... ... 0 5 O 
Studcntl!' Collecting Cards (sec separate 

list~ ,,. .,. '" ... ... ... ... . .. 121 15 S 
Yr. , . N. F1n!1L,-son ... . .. ... O 5 6 
The Misees Godderd ... . . . . .. 2 0 O 
Readers of the ·• Christian Hemld" 9 14 2 

S. S., Abeolum ... ... . .. 
Great Ormond Ynrd Mis;ion Bchoole, 

per J. A. Arnold... .,. ,., ... 
Weekly Offc1ings at Met. l'ab., Oct. 20 

Nov. 2 
9 

t B, d. 
0 0 () 

1 11 0 
20 0 3 
SS 13 4 
48 6 9 

Student.• C-0llccting Cards.-Mr. Linneo•r, £1; Mr. Oooper, £1 4•.; Mr. Weeks, £1 16s 0d; Mr. 
Smoldcn, £2; lllr. F. G. Kemp, £15s6d; Mr. lllackaby, £2; Mr. Sexton, £1 ls o.t; Mr. A. p,,,.11er, 
£l; :Mr. F. PottC'r,£23,;;; Mr.JRsper,£1; Mr. \V.Mn.nn,£.i7s6(t; Mr.A~htou, £l 8~; Mr. McCnig, 
£1; ~J!· Dore. £1 2s 9d; _Mr. Logan, £5; Mr. Higlett, £1 2s Sd; Mr. Foskett, Hs; Mr. Ellis, Rs 6d; 
Mr. :sullcy, £2; lllr. Jumper, 4s 6d; Mr. Carr, £1; Mr. Steward, £1 15s; Mr. Lyne, £1 ls; Mr. 
Bmks, ~3 ~-• 6d; ll!r. Easter, £2 15s; Mr. Knight, £1 ls 6d; Mr. Gillnrd, I ,s 6d; Mr. Ilumby, 16s ; 
lll_r. W111tc"1de, £3 ,s; Mr. Pe~rco, £2 12s 6d; Mr. Armstrong, £1 7s Gd; Mr. Whittle, £1; Mr. Webb, 
£.J; Mr. Wicks, 5s; ~tr. Croome, £5 10s; Mr. \Y. G. Thonu1 .. c;;., ls; l\fr. Lake, :£1 lGs Gd; MI", Welch, 
£1 ls 6d; Mr. E. C. Williams, £~; Mr. Isnac, £2 5s; Mr. Goodchild, 5s Gd; Mr. Dann, £5 15s; Mr. 
Fairbrother, £1 10S; Scammt!ll, 10s; Mr. Ye'l.tman, £1 4s; Mr. Everett, 10s i Mr. Churcher, 10s i l\lr. 
Carver, £1 7s 6d; Mr. W. Richnrds, £1 6s 6d; Mr. Bennett, £2; Mr. J. G. Potter, £15s; Mr. Ward, 
9s;Mr.Soper,£19sld; Mr. Young, £l Is; Mr. Scoones, !Os 6d; Mr.Bonser,16s6d;Mr.E.J. 
Parker, £1 6s; Mr. Thompson, £2 3s; Mr. Witney, ,\s; Mr. Booth, £1 5s; ~fr. Harmer, £1 5s; Mr. 
:Block:~~d~, 5s ; Mr. Brown, 10s; Mr. Billington, 13s Gd; ).lr. Mn.cmilla.n, l0s 6d; Mr. Gower, 17s Gd; 
Mr. 111..itchell, £1 !Os; Mr. Peach, £1 12s;, Mr. Thorne, £1 6s Gd; Mr. Stone, Gs; ~lr. J. G. Williams, 
8s 6d; Mr. Taylor, 5s; Mr. Townsend, 4s; Mr. Adam~, .£1 12s; M.r. Hope, £1 5s; Mr . .R. l\I. Harrison,. 
£3 lJs 3d; Mr. J. G. Gibson, lOs.-Tot.al, £121 15s 3d. 

Jt.ockfutll ®ruymmgt. 
Statement flf &ceipt, f,·om October 20tl• to November 14tli, 1879. 

lllr. W'. J. Graham... 
Ed""in and Diana 
lllr. J. P. Tulloch ... .. 
Collected by Miss C. Stopford 
Mrs. S. Knapp ... 
Pastor F. Spckmann 
Mr. W. Johnson .. . 
AFriend ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. L. Fry ... 
Mrs. and the Misses Woollard ... 
Mr. He.nry Yonng ... 
Miss A rwstrong 
J. B.C. ... . .. 
Mr. S. Comborough 
Mr. Sexton... ... . •• 
A Widow Lady, Edinburgh 
.A. Friend in Edinburgh 
Mr. John We.rd 
:Mrs. Gardiner 
H.T.R. 
S. K. ... ... ... .. . 
" Threepence per week" .. . 
Mr. J. H. Marchant 
Mrs. Armstrong ... 
A Thankofferin1<, S. 0. 
Mr. Edward Felkner 
Mr. Summers 
:Mrs. Armitage 
Jllr. Stanley ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Wooi:s .. . 
Mr. W. J. Taylor ... ... . .. 
Mr. Waller, per Mr. A. Barker ... 
Boxes at Tabernacle Ga.tcs, per y;: 

Murrell ... 
J"amt-s Harl"ey, Esq. ... . .. 
:llessn;. J1artrum alld Harvey ... . .. 
Mr. W. Kelly ... ... ... . .. 
lliss .MacLaren, per Mr. Charlesworth 
Prou.eds ol Service of Song at South• 

M~~-d Jr,~~~~i:o~ho~. 
Mb,s Sarah A. Hunt ... 

£ s. d. 
10 0 0 
0 7 0 
2 0 0 
3 0 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
5 0 0 
I 17 6 
I O 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
I O 0 
1 O 0 
0 2 6 
0 l 6 
l 10 o 
4 U 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 15 3 
l 2 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
l O 0 
U 10 0 
1 I O 
0 I 9 
0 I 0 
0 5 0 

8 13 6 
5 5 0 
5 5 0 
0 5 0 
3 0 0 

Collected by L. Field .. . 
Gertrude and Kate l,'ield .. . 
Miss Ward, Stockwell 
Mr. W. N. Finlayson 
Jllr. W. C. Little .. . 
Mrs. M. IIalket ... . .. 
Mr: Richard Pankhurst ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss M. Bevan ... . .. 
S. S. Mander, Esq., executor of Miss R. 

Anthony ... . .. 
Mr. Fred Howard ... 
The Misses Goddard ... ... . .. 
Annual Guinea for the Doys from Mr. 

S. Ball, at Gothard'• Walworth Coal 
Office ... ... ... ... . .. 

Young Men's Bible Class, \Vestbourne 
Grove Chapel .. . . .. 

A Working Man and Friend 
M.W.S. 
w ....... 
Mrs. Henry... .. . 
Our Thank.offering .. . 
Collected by W. C. IJ~ey;· Esq:; 

Lewisham... ... ... ... ... 
Collected on Sunday afternoon, NoT. 9, 

at Battersea Baptist Chapel Sunday 
School (per Mr. Pyle) .. . 

Sanciwich, per Ba.nk,~rs .. . 

.Aunual Subscriptions:

Mr. Daniel Heelas ... 
Per F. It. 'l'. :

Rev. W. Mummery 
i1r. 'r. Gibson 
)[r. Underwood 
Miss Winckworth ... 
Mr. J. Charlier .. . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Tidmarsh 
Master and Mi•• l'idmarsh 

W. Stiff, Esq. ... . .. 
l'he Baroness de ltothschild 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
JI 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

~ s. d. 
u 2 7 
0 4 ~ 
O 3 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

15 1 S 
2 2 (} 
-I< 0 0 

0 

1 I 0 
2 0 ~ 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 0 
l O 0 

2 0 9-

l 15 0 
2 2 0 

3 0 0 

2 5 0 
2 2 0 
~ 2 0 

Collected Ly llr. Pickering ... 
llr. PJd,enng (don.1tiun) ... . .. 

12 2 9 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 0 
0 5 0 
O 10 0 

£H9 1 0 
A Friend, per B.ev. li. Rylands Brown 



GIRLB' ORPHANAGE. 

List of P,·raeniB, per Afr. 0/irtrltsworllt :-Pnovrr:uoNe.-240 Eggs, Millis Janet Ward; 2Dn Pork Pie~, 
Nrs"ire. '11cblmtt anfl Co, i. IOO lb. ba.g of LentilR, Messrs. Lawman; 2i Loaves of Isna.d, lir . .Bonner; 
A 131\rrnl of Apples, Mr. 100k. 

C1.01·111N0 1 &o,-A I'o.rccl of Clothfnlil:', per Rev. J, Wilkins; 12 Woollen ScarvcA, a Ln.rly, Wynne
l'oncl llnptist Chnpcl; 2-i Flannel Shirt~, Ln<lics' Working AsRocintion, Wynnc•roa,l; 30 Ifot~ for th~ 
{iirls, Miss Crumpton; 4 Articles of Clothing for the Girl:.;, Mi-.s Ward; 2ff yard9 of .Croa<l. Cloth, Messr8. 
}'iflhcr n.nll Illn,t; 3 pnirR oJ' Sock1-1, 0. B.; 12 pairs of Boot~, Mr. G. H. Kcrridg-e 

SuNDllU:R.-A piece of li'Joor Flrtnncl 1 .Mr. 'l'homns; 1 cwt. of Snpolinc Soap, }i[r. Sowerbntt~; a. 
Pa.reel of l•,ircworks for tho Doy.i, Miss Pa.in; o. Sewing Machine for the Girb' Orphanage, Mc.~srs. 
Wheeler nncl \Vilson. 

Fon BALE Roo!l.-A Bmnll Parcel, Mr. Merritt; G po.ire of dolls' shoes, 3 pairs baby's ditto; Miss 
·Co~ping. 

J.1..nnon~ r.AR1· J\~ONTn.-Miss E. Evans' Collectinl? Box should he }fr .• J. A. Prtsh, per Mrs. Evans, 
2 rco.rs' subscript10ns, .i:2 2s. "A l•'riend, per H. H.. lirown, £1," (p. 55-!, Eo)'s' ), should be for Girls'. 

®iris' ®qJ~amrgt. 
Statement of lleceiptsfrom October 20tk to November 14th, 1879. 

£ s. d. 
"Edwin and Dia.na. ... 0 6 6 Mr. Sexton ... ... ... . .. 
Miss Butcher ... I I O A Thankoffering from an Orphan 
l\Ic. Charles C. Irsine I O O Mr. Eve, Old Boys• Collecting Card 
H. M., llomsey ... 0 6 0 Mr. A. E. Cbarlwood ditto 
Mr. W. Johnson ... 0 l O Messrs. Pocock Brothers .. . 
1\lrs. 1\1. Ewin!< ... ... ... 1 0 0 Mr. W. C. Little ... .. . 
A Reader of u Sword and IJ.1rowel,, 0 5 0 A F1iend, per Miss Parnell .. . 
M. K. ... ... ... O 10 0 A Friend, per i\liss Price... ... . .. 
i\lr. Robert Miller... ... ... 5 0 0 Mr. and Mrs. Lardner, tha.nkoffering .. 
The Hon. lllrs. Tucker .. . . .. 100 0 0 Mr. J. Garner Marshall, than lcoffenng 
:Miss Field and Miss Durrant O 5 0 A. B. C., less 8d. paid for registration .. 
Mrs. Stowe, Thankoffering, per )i;: Mr. Isaac Watts ... ... .. .. . 

llurnhnm ... ... 0 10 0 Reader of Sword and Trowel, M. H .. .. 
A Friend, Willenhnll O 2 0 Mr. F. G. S. Norris ... ... . .. 
E. N. Hutchings ... I 5 O Collection at Glasgow, after Sermon by 

£ s. ,1. 
1 II 0 
0 JO 0 
o JO l 
0 i G 
5 5 0 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
0 0 )II 

1 0 0 
20 0 0 

2 9 4 
I O 
I Q 

I o 

..Aunt and Niece ... 0 5 O Mr. Spurgeon, less e::s:penses ... . .. 2-:1.5 O O 
l\Ir,W.J.Grahom... 10 O O AFl'iend ... 5 O O 
Mr. Samuel Weeldy ... ... 1 I O Lord A. P. Cecil 5 O O 

Collected by Miss Nellie Withers:- Miss M. Heath 5 0 o 
Mrs. To.dman, Lcamington 5 0 0 Mr. A. Chapman ... ... I O O 
.Mrs. Chaplin, Southamp- Mrs. Aldham's l oung ladies o 2 7 

ton ... ... ... I 1 0 B. H. .. . ... .. . O o 
lllre. James Withers l 1 0 A Scotch Presbyterian l O o 
J\Irs. Anderson O 2 6 Mrs. F. Morley ... I JO o 

Collected by the Rev. W. Rose ... 
Mr. R. D. Mol'l'ice ... .. . 
"A ,vorking Carpenter" .. . 
" Two Sisters'' ... 
Mr. Charles Liberty 
:Mi!:S Denham ... . .. 
llliss Hu,k, per Mrs. Gwillim 
·" Three F1 iends at Burnley·• 
Emily Mat,thews .. . .. . 
Miss llrine'l! Bible Class .. . 
B. IC. ... ... ... . .. 
Collcoted by Mrs. Copping 
Miss M. S. Armstron:; 
~11'. A. H. Seard ... 

7 4 6 llir. Thomas Knight 10 O II 
3 12 6 Mrs. Rintoul ... ... ... 0 lu 1, 

21 0 0 A deal and dumb Baptist... ... 0 I o 
l O O Thnnkoffering from Chelmsford O lO o 
0 2 4 ChacUington Sunday School O 5 o 
0 lU O A Working Man and Friend ~ 0 O 
l O O M. W. S. o 5 o 
0 2 6 W. ... I o o 
0 l O C. B. .. . ... o 10 o 
l O O Miss McLaren ... ... .. . .. . 3 0 u 
0 12 0 Girls' Practising School, Stockwell, per 
O 10 o Miss Hyde 
l 10 o 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

I O ft 

£!80 10 S 

~.ol~'!rdagt ~ss.odntiou. 
Statement of Receipts f1·011i October 20th to Noi·einber 

Subscriptio11a aud Donations for Districts :-
£ s. d. George Harris, Esq. 

l\Iclton Mowbray District ... ... 5 0 0 William Dnvis, E.,q. 
Ludlow Distl'ict, per l\lr. Jn.mes Evo.ns :- Joseph '!'llamas, Esq. 

-Collection, Vernolcls Com
mon Bo.ptist Chapel ... 0 7 6 

14tl,, 1879. 

5,0 0 
JO O 0 
10 0 0 

35 0 O 
Quo.rterly Coilections nt 

Rock Lano lllission 
Amount pre,·iously 

knowlcclged 
ac-

I 15 0 20 0 0 
2 2 

£ s. d. 

15 0 0 
10 0 II Oxfordshire Association, for Stow nnd 

Aston District ... ... ... ... JO 
For Betlmnl Green District:-

J. Cory, Esq., for CnsUcton 
Hereford District .. .. . 
Worcc:-;ter:shire Colportnge 
Arnold District:-

Associo.ti~;;_ !i ~ ~ 
C. E. Fox, Esq. ... 5 O O 
vr. It. Fox, Esq. ... 5 0 0 

ll 11verforcl wost Dish-iot :-
11.v. W. Owen ,., .. . 
Lord Keusiugton, M.P. .. . 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
Collected by Miss Wells :

Mr. Mellors ... 
Mr. Wilkinson 
lllr. A. Wells 
Mr. J. S. Wells 

2 O 
I O O 
l O 11 

I 0 0 



SOOIETY OF EVANGELISTS. 

Mr. W. Goodlilfu 
Mr. F. Burt.on • •• 
Mr. Cooper ... 
Mr. Gripper •.. 
Mr. Whc•tk-y 

Coller·to<l by Miss Dabell :
Re,. J.M. Tru{'mnn 
1'1 b:., Cht~ethn.m ••• 
Ilr. Leigh ... • •• 
.\I r. 'f.i,•lor 
Mr. Arinih\~ 
Mr. Thackery 
Mr. Daboll .. . 
lllr,;. Smi-th .. . 
Mn-. Crofts .. . 
Mr. J. Kirk 
Mr. Xl'wton ::: 
llh>'. Chu-k 
Mrs. Antill ::: 
Mr. Ward ... 
Mn-. G. Denn 

llli,s _Langley, Basford 
B~pt1st Chapel .. . 
Ebenezer Chapel .. . 
Mission Chapel .. . 
Cross Lane Chapel .. . 
Mr. A. Higginbottom 

Postages, etc. 

l O 0 
0 JO 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 

4 6 

2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
] 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 5 (l 

8 16 6 
2 16 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 O 

20 17 0 
O 9 0 

Tot:l.l for Arnold District 
Ebenozer Baptist Church, Bncup

0 

Friends nt Maldon... . . . . .. 
Mn-. R. Clark, for Cheddar 
M_a.tlock District -· . . . . . . . .. 
V. ilts and East Somerset As.socia.tion 
Great Yarmouth District._ ... ::: 
Kettering District . . . _ 
lllr. George Wall, Liverpool 
Bower Cho.lk District ... ... . .. 
1detro11o!itan Tabernacle Sunday-school, 

for Long-eaton ... .. ... . .. 

:'\lrs~~ois~~:):Y ~~~~ 5 7 5 
Worl..ini, .Men, West End... 1 2 4 

£ •· d. 

20 s 0 
10 () 0 
2 10 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 

17 10 0 
7 10 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 1; 0 

5 0 0 

6 ~ 9' 

£198 4 9 

St1bacriptiot11 """ Don,itio,i• to th, G.,.,,.,., 
Ftt11d. £. •· d 

A. Chamberlctin, Esq. ¥ year~ ..• . ... 2 ll ,i 
St~{!,dell Orph,.n11gc oung hristinns' 

1 
Dr. Vnn Soru~;..,n, irydcr~bnd ••• ••• ~ g 0 t ihankoffering ... ... o 10 o 

:~~.{~,~ ~:fo~-- ! ~ & 
Mrs. Aikm1t11 ... 6 g g 
Mr. C. W. Goodlmrt J O o 
Mr. S. WilsonL scn ·:· •• • I 1 o 
Mrs. Rebecoo uni\:.. :.: ::· 0.10 o 
Readers of the ·• Christinn IIcrnld" 10 Ja 11) 
Mr. J.P. Marsh • ... O 10 o 
Miss Un win... ... o 10 o 
Rev. J. llichnrds ... 1 l o 
Mrs. Chapman . .. . . . 4 o o 
Anne Whatcley ... ..• o 10 o 
Collecting Box, Mr. H. Payne 0 3 0 
C. N. Johnson, Esq. 1 o o 
Rev. F. A. Jones ... 2 2 o 
Mrs. F. Jones ... ... 2 2 o 
Well-wisher of Colportage O 111 o 
Mrs. Elhott __ ... ... o 3 o 
J. H. B. R. ... ... ... o 9 6 
Friend, per Rev. H. R. Brown o M o 
J. P. Bacon, Esq. . . ... ... 5 0 0 
A Few Pence from Cottage Meeting O 3 o 
A. G. W. ... ... •.. ... 1 O O 
Mr. D. Heela.s, annulll •.. 2 0 0 
Miss Armstrong ... . . . 1 o o 
AFriend ... ... ... ... ... 5 o o 
"Of thine own have we given thee", ... I o o 
Reader of" Sword and Trowel"... . . . o 5 O 
Mr. W. J. Graham... ... ... ... 10 O O 
Mrs. Husl<ieson, per Mr. D. Watson ... o 10 O 
Miss McClellan ... ... . .. . .. 1 O o 
J.P. ... ... ... ... ... .. 2 0 0 
In memory of W. L. B., who prcncbed 

" Jesus Uhrist o.nd him crucified " . . . I O O n 
Miss Way ... 1 0 O 
Mrs. Qardener . .. ... . . . 4 O O 
Part of tenth from the country . . . 2 10 O 
S. X. ... ... o 10 o 
Mr. A. H. Seard ... 0 5 O 
Mr. Edwd. Falkner l 1 I! 
Mr. Geo. White O 15 O 
S.S. Absolum ... 0 4 O 
The Misses Goddard 2 O O 
Mrs. A. Jones 2 II II 
M.. w.s. 0 2 6 

£96 3 11 

j.adtiJZ .af ®fomgtlisfs. 
Statement of Receipt, from October 20th to November 141!,, 1879. 

Mrs. ,Jane Brockie... ... 
Collection at LealI!lllgton, 

liumLam ... -· 
Mr. W . .J. Graham .. . 

£ •· d. 
2 0 0 

per A!;_ 

.lllr. A. H. Scar<! ... ... . .. 

4 6 6 
10 0 0 
6 5 0 
2 10 0 
0 2 6 

Part of a Tenth from the country 
"'1.W. S. 

Balance of Collection at M.arkyate 
Street, per Rev. E. Small 

A l!'riend, per Mr. llumha.m 

£ s. d. 

0 15 0 
25 0 0 

£44 19 O 

Fri,·nds send-ing presents to tlw Oi·phanage ai·e ea1·nestly 1·eq1teated, to let tlteir 
'IIA11w, vr init-ials accompany tlw same, 01· we camwt p1·ope1·ly achnowledge tltern; and, 
also to 1mite Mr. Spu1·geon if no aclmo1vledg11ient is sent within a 1vcck. 

Sub,ci·iptions 'll/ill be tltankfully received by C. H. Spui·geon, Niglttingale Lane, 
Balltam. Slwuld a1iy sums be unaclmoivledged in tltis Ust,f1·iends arc 1·equested, to 
'll/1°ite at once to Mr. Spm·geon, Post Office Orde1·1 alwuld be made payable at t!IIJ 
Chief Office, London, to C. H. Spui·geon, 




