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PREFACE. 

IN the Preface to our last Annual Volume, we called our readers' 
special attention to the-

MEMORIAL TO THE EVER-BELOVED C. H. SPURGEOX, 

which was at that time being erected at BExmLL-oN-SEA, SussEx. 
BEULAH BAPTIST SOHOOL-CHAPEL, which was not then completed, waH 
afterwards duly finished, and opened free of debt, just hefore the 
year 1896 came to a close. On the fifth anniversary of the never
to-be-forgotten day when the dear Pastor was "called home"
January 31,-a new Church was formed in the new Chapel; and, all 
through the year, residents in Bexhill and visitors from various parts 
of the kingdom have been edified and blessed under the ministry of 
PASTOR J. S. HooKEY. Best of ell, the Lord has set His seal on the 
preaching of the Word; souls have been saved, and having first 
given themselves to the Lord, they have also united in feilowship 
with His people, observing His ordinances, and seeking to live as 
becometh the gospel of Christ. Various forms of Christian service 
have been commenced, and the work is prospering beneath the smile 
of God. 

We mentioned, last year, that the larger portion of the block of 
buildings shown in the Frontispiece to Volume XXXII. had still to 
be erected. Several of the monthly numbers of The Sword and the 
Trowel for 1897 have recorded the progress made with the spacious 
and beautiful House of Prayer which is to complete the whole plan. 
On April 12, MRs. C. H. SPURGEON cut the first sod, and so began the 
preparation of the ground for the new CHAPEL. Then, on July 7, in 
the presence of her two sons and a great company of friends, MRs. 
SPURGEON laid the memorial stone. Since that time, the work has 
been proceeding, and it is hoped that the roof will be on before the 
worst of the wintry weather tests the stability of the structure. 
:Friends who compare the Frontispiece of the present Volume with 
that for last year will notice that there has been a slight alteration 
in the design ; but the view now given represents, substantially, what 
the Chapel will be like. 

Up to the time of the opening of the School-Chapel, between 
£1,500 and £1,600 had been expended for land, building, legal and 
other expenses ; and it was intimated that the cost of the Chapel 
must be proportionately greater. We now know that not less than £-1:,000 
will he required, and up to the date of closing the lists for the December 
Sword and Trowel, MRs. SPURGEON had given or received from friends, 
towards the Building Fund, £2,254 19s. Sd. From the first, it was 
solemnly resolved that there should be NO DEBT on this House of God, 



And tlrnt. t.h<>rc• l'lhould he no reAort to any of the common expedients 
for rni,..ing money for the Lord's work in the present day. The con
trnC't hRs hc>en Elignc>d onl~· for the amount actually in hand; aml 
1 hough 1hc>re is no fear of the work being stopped through lack of 
funds, y<>t order~ to proceed will only be given as the Lord inclines 
HiR stc>wards to supply the money for this part of His service. Tho 
C'hap<>l i~ to h<> very specially in memory of C. H. SPURGEON, and all 
who d<>RirC' to help in rearing such an appropriate memorial can send 
whatever aid the Lord may enable them to give, to Mns. C. H. 
SPURGEoK, '' We:-twood," Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood, London. 

The buildings at Bexhill will be an architectural reminder of the 
first Pa,-tor of the Church at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and it is 
hopc>d that the company of believers worship1Jing there will be another 
of the many spiritual reproductions of at least a part of his unique life 
and ministry ; but it would be scarcely right to close the present 
T"olume of "his own Magazine" without a reference to the new 
literary memorial which is so shortly to appear. 

C. H. SPuRGEON's AUToBIOORAPHY, 

which will form, when completed, the "Standard Life" of the dear 
Pastor-President, has been many times spoken of, since its publication 
was first announced, as "the book of the year," and to all his friends 
it will be the book through which he will continue to .speak in his 
well-remembered, loving, gracious tones. A friend, who was per-

• mitted to read the opening chapters of Vol I. of the .Autobiography, 
exclaimed, "~y, it is just as if he is talking to you!" So it is, 
and this, we believe, will give the work great acceptance among the 
tens (or hundreds) of thousands to whom his Sermons and writings 
have been so often a message from the Master Himself. 

We anticipate for the .Autobi-ography a ministry all its own. Not 
only will it reveal much about MR. SPURGEON which has not been 
J)reviously published, but it will also show how specially the Lord 
watched over him, as a child and a youth, and prepared him 
for his unparalleled usefulness in after days. Truly, it may be said 
of him, that his "works " do follow him. This Magazine is itself a 
precious memorial of its Founder and peerless Editor; his Sermons, 
in our own tongue, and in an ever-increasing number of other 
languages, will perpetuate his apostolic service till the Lord Himself 
shall come again; while his other published writings-by no means 
complete yet, - continue to speak to saints, sinners, and seekers the 
wide world o'er. Someone said, recently, that'' MR. SPURGEON's friends 
were among the mill£on rather than ·among the millionaires.'' This 
witness is true in a very literal sense. A calculation was made, 
lately, which proved that, including his Sermons, from three to four 
millions of his books are already in circulation. Is it, then, too much 
to expect that his .Autobiography will have at least a million readers ? 
Dear friend, will you do all you can to bring about this result? 
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" @;hr ~uution Oak" at " <iji'Qlcstwood.'' 
c. n. SPUROEON's IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS' Ql"ESTIOXS. 

mROM both sacred and secular history it would be easy to 
make a list of OAK TREES that have become lliernorable 
through some notable or even tragic incidents associated 
with them. Even if the word "oak" in our Authorized 
Version should sometimes be translated elm, teil, plane, 

or terebinth, the more familiar name of oak ,,ill, for ordinary 
1 
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rt>aders, always he ll reminder of striking scenes in thn lives ol 
Ahr1tham, ,lRcob, Joshtrn, Gideon, and Absalom. ,The Hobrew name 
for the tree called in the Scriptures "oak" is derived from a root 
meaning to he strong, and e,en in he1ttlwn mythology it was the tt·ee 
i,upposed to lw adopted h)· the mighty Zeus, or Jupiter, as the 
pruhl<'m of strength. It was in the oak that the wood-nymphs-the 
Dryades and llRmadryades,-were said to be enshrined, while the 
I )ruids regarded the tree as specially sacred. 

In much mor<> modern times, there have been oak trees with a 
hi~tory that is not likely to be forgotten. Ket's "Tree of Reform11-
ti"n .. was an oak at Moushill, near Norwich, which served first as 
the ml lying-point for the "Reformers" of 1549, and afterwards as 
the gallows uplln which nine of them were hanged. A century later, 
the oak at Boscobel furnished a hiding-place for Charles II. from his 
Roundhead pursuers. Time aud space would fail us to tell of the 
Crouch Oak at Addlestone, where Mr. Spurgeon preached to a large 
congregation; or of Wilberforce's Emancipation Oak, at Holwood, 
Keston, where that great and good man finally resolved to seek the 
help of the House of Commons for the abolition of slavery; or of the 
many Gospel Oaks and King's Oaks scattered over the land. 

All "-ho are 'Well acquainted with " Westwood" know that, in the 
home meadow, there stands the tree which is faithfully depicted on 
the preceding page, and which has long borne the name of-

" THE QUESTION OA.K. 11 

This title was given to it because, under its spreading branches, 
" the peerless President," C. H. SPURGEON, loved to gather the 
students of the Pastors' College, allowing them to ask him any 
question they chose, and then, straightway, answering them. The 
,ariety of the queries, and the promptness, wit, and wisdom of the 
replies, furnish another illustration of the versatility and sanctified 
genius of the beloved servant of the Lord, who is increasingly missed 
as the years roll by. We have not given the names of the brethren 
who put the enquiries; but, doubtless, they will recognize their owri, 
and thus will recall some of the red-letter days of their happy student 
life, w bile we feel sure that our readers generally will welcome this 
unique record. The first series of questions and answers here given 
relates to the occasion when the venerable Dr. Paton, of the New 
Hebrides, gave an address under the oak after having been introduced 
by Mr. Spurgeon as "the King of the Cannibal Islands." 

* • • • 
Student's Question.-What waa the meaning ·of the expreasion, "baptized 

for tl,e dead,'' in l Corinthians xv. 29? 

Mr. 8purgeon's .Answer.-That is a text which, I suppose, has had 
several scores of interpretations given to it,-all more or less accurate, 
and probably most of them rather less than more correct. I do not 
positively know what it means; only it seems to me very likely that, 
when certain of the early Christians were killed in martyrdom, there were 
other believers who stepped forward to occupy their posts, and who 
were baptized, as it were, into the places of the dead, to fill up the 
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gap which had heen made in the ranks o-f the soldierR o-f ChriAt, aml 
with a pretty clear foreknowledge that they themselveR would ere 
long, bo called upon to join the noble army of martyrs. I rlo

1 

not 
undorstand any baptism for the dead except this baptism with the 
viow of taking the place of the dead. 

It seems to me that, if some grave and reverend elder of the church 
in the present clay were to die, an earnest young Christian might be 
" baptized for the dead " in this sense if he were to come forward, and 
say, "I have heard of the very serious vacancy that has been caused 
by the taking home of our venerable brother, and I should like to be 
baptized, and to join tho church, with the express wish to do all I can 
to help to fill up his place." I think there is sound argument in that 
explanation of the passage, though I am not prepared to dogmatize 
upon it. I do not undertake, brethren, to explain every text that you 
may submit to me; but I will give you, as far as I can, what I believe 
to be the mind of the Spirit upon the Word. 

$ $ $ $ 

Q.-lJoes the baptism mentioned in this passage refer to baptism in water? 
A..-1 think that the term baptism, when used in the New 

Testament, always refers to baptism in water unless there is an express 
mention of the baptism of the Spirit. 

$ $ $ 

Q.-How would you advise us to deal with the question of unfermented 
wine? 

.d.-1 should never rend the church to pieces, as some have done, 
by discussing the question of unfermented wine at the communion. I 
think there is in Scripture no rule about the matter. I used to 
think that nothing was really "wine " unless it was fermented, and I 
was specially disgusted with the mess of stewed prunes, and all that 
kind of stuff, which some used at the Lord's table, but which to me 
never constituted a valid observance of the ordinance. I believe that, 
at the Passover, the Jews provided whatever kind of drink they chose 
for their guests, and that there never was until lately such a thing as 
the unfermented "fruit of the vine." This is a question about which 
there is great room for difference of opinion, and as the minister of a 
church I should always prefer to use that kind of wine which would 
be likely to cause least offence, and so promote the truest communion 
among the members. 

(It may be mentioned that, on the recommendation of Mr. Spurgeon, 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church has for many years used the 
unfermented wine prepared by Messrs. Frank Wright, Mundy, & Co., 
•Of Kensington. -Ed.) 

• • • $ 

Q.-Have we valid reasons for believing that all who die in infancy are 
in the covenant of grace ? • 

A.-1 think the question seems to answer itself by a sort of inward 
instinct, Every Christian man feels that i.t could not possibly be just 
to condemn infants, who have never sinned, for what they could not 
in any way help. You remember that, when the Lord spared guilty 
Nineveh, He specially mentioned to grumbling Jonah, as a reason for 
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R is pit~·, thRt in the great city there were more than six score thousand 
persons who could not discern between their right hand and their left 
h11nd; those were the 120,000 little children who did not deserve to 
pPrish. You recollect also how David said, even of the child of sin 
and i-b11me, "I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me," 
proving that he felt sure that his infant son was with God, and that 
he should meet him again in the heavenly home. 

Many years ago, I preached a sermon,-" Infant Salvntion" 
(~o. 411 ),-which contained, I think, all the argument about this 
question. I cannot understand anyone having the spirit of Christ, and 
yet not believing in the salvation of infants. Some foolish fanatics 
have pushed this doctrine to a very dreadful extreme, and have 
murdered their children out of love to them,-killing their bodies to 
save their souls! That shows how every truth may be perverted and 
misused. 

I think there is a beautiful parallel which may help us to understand! 
this mystery. We are saved by the righteousnflss of Another; and to 
that no one can object, for we are lost by the unrighteousness of 
another; and the righteousness of Christ becomes ours when, by faith, 
we lay our hand upon Him. I believe that original sin becomes a man's 
own, so as to be laid to his charge, when he appropriates it by actual 
sin, just as the sacrifice of Christ becomes a man's own as soon as he
appropriates it by faith. 

Q.-Will you kindly tell us the meaning of the passage in James v. 14, 
about anointing with oil;> 

...1..-That text is generally relegated to the region of passages that 
had a meaning only during the miraculous times of the apostles; but. 
if you will read the connection of the verse, you will see that it is 
included with living precepts that are in force to-day. "Is any among 
you affi.icted? let him pray." Clearly, an affi.icted man is to pray now 
just as much as in the apostles' day. "Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms." That advice also holds good to-day. "Is any sick among you?' 
let him call for the elders of the church ; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if he
have co=itted sins, they shall be forgiven him." When a man is 
ill, there are two evils into which he may be tempted to fall. The first 
is,-to imitate the evil example of Asa, who "in his disease sought 
not to the Lord, but to the physicians ; " the second is,-to trust in 
<.rod, and pray, yet not to use any means or medicine that might help
towards recovery. To guard against both these evils, the apostle says, 
" Let him call for the elders of the church ; and let them pray over 
him, anointi!i.g him with oil in the name of the Lord.'' Thus they were 
Loth to pray and to apply the remedy which was most in vogue at that 
time, that is, anointing with olive oil. Translated into the ordinary 
1;pe1::c:h of to-day, they were to pray and to take their physic. 

The passage certainly does not mean that certain people are to go 
r,mnd with a bottle, to drop oil upon the sick. There are some diseases 
which would be more effectually healed by the application of oil than. 
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by any other means; hut, in any cnse, the most appropriate remerly 
should be used, and prayer presented that the Lord will bless it to the 
sick one's recovery. But the prayer must be the prayer o-f faith, and 
even then it must be the Lord who "shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shnll be forgiven him." There seem8 to he, in 
this passage, some connection between sin and sicknes8, as there was 
in the case of the Corinthians who did not rightly observe the Lord's 
supper, so that Paul had to write to them, " For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." 

You know, of course, brethren, that the Roman Catholics get their 
abominable practice of extreme unction from this passage, and certain 
other people whom I need not name have made an extremely unctuous 
absuxdity out of it. 

• • • • 
Q,-IJo you think that deacons of churches ahould be periodically elected" 

.A.-I think that must very much depend upon the custom of the 
church to which you go; practice and precedent can often be wisely 
followed in such matters. Still, I cannot see from the Scriptures that 
the deacon is to be periodically elected any more than the pastor is. 
Yet, in the formation of a new church, I have recommended that, at 
first, the deacons should be chosen for a year, that there may be an 
opportunity of testing their :fitness for the office. Periodical elections 
usually produce a great deal of ferment and commotion, as witness the 
Presidential elections in the United States. 

% % % • 

Q.-Will you explain to us Matthew xviii. 18. "Verily I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in Heai-en: and whatsoever 

ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven" ? 
.A.-I say again, brethren, that I cannot undertake to give exposi

tions of all difficult texts of Scriptuxe; that is not quite the line of 
things that I go in for at these informal catechisings. 

But with regard to this passage, and the companion one in 
John :xx. 23, "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained," I look 
upon them as declaratory. That is to say, our Lord Jesus in effect said 
to His disciples, " You go out, and preach My gospel, and I will go 
with you, and back up what you say. You will, in My name, declare 
that such-and-such a man, being penitent, is forgiven, and that 
another, who will not repent, is still under condemnation. If you 
deliver My message faithfully, I will support you in what you proclaim, 
and see that it is duly fulfilled." 

Then the chuxch comes together in its corporate capacity, and if the 
church as a body acts according to the rule and law of Christ, then God 
at the back of the church endorses its censures and e:rnommunications, 
and that which is bound on earth is also bound in Heaven. If the 
members of the church, following strictly the Word of God, say of any 
man who has been in fellowship with then.,, "We have prayed for him, 
we have reasoned with him, we have argued with him, we have 
pleaded with him, yet he still persists in committing gross sin, we 
therefore sorrowfully put him out of the church,"-God's power at the 
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hack of His own Word will con:6.nn what His people have done, so that 
what they bind on earth shall he hound in Heaven. Of course, 
if there is injustice or wrong-doing on the part of the members of 
the church, what they bind or loose on earth is not bound or loosed in 
Heaven. 

* * * ~ 
Q.-h close communion r(qlit and Scripturnl 9 

A.-You must argue that question among yourselves, brethren. 
I will suppose, for a moment, that close communion is right and 
SITiptural; and if so, you ought never to have an_y communion with an,v 
nnhaptized person, you should never pray with him or praise God 
with him, for that is a form of fellowship; you should not be a sharer 
with him in any spiritual blessing, in fact, you should not go to 
Heaven with him ! If, on the other hand, it is right and Scriptural to 
give to a brother in Christ that which is the reality and essence of 
Christian communion, you may as well have fellowship with him in 
that which is the sign and symbol of your true union in the Lord. 

$ * ~ ~ 

Q.- Wl,a.t do you think of the Re1:ised Bible 9 

A.-There are some alterations from the Authorized Version which 
were absolutely necessary, and as far as I have gone at present I find 
them, as a rule, admirably made. The Revisers have evidently taken 
great pains with their work, and I for one have felt very much 
obliged to them for doing it so well. Of course, there are blemishes 
even in their Revised Version, and it will be the duty of learned men 
-like some of you who understand Hebrew,-to endeavour to set 
them right where they have blundered. On the whole, I am glad to 
find that there is so little alteration made in the Old Testament ; and 
it is my opinion that if the Old Testament revision had been issued 
:first, it would have met with almost universal acceptance, and would 
have prepared the way for a heartier welcome for the Revised New 
Testament. The English of the New Testament is so wretchedly bad, 
compared with the simple yet stately rhythm of the Authorized 
Version, that it prevents the revision as a whole from being considered 
satisfactory. Wlien the work of the Revisers has been itself revised, 
it will be more acceptable than it is at present. 

( To he continued.) 

~rs. cq;. j. jpurgenn's Wi!nrh-ronm. 
"HE SAW THEM TOILING IN ROWING."-Mark vi. 48. 

BELOVED FRIENDS,-It may be that, for some of you, the New 
Year opens in sadness and silence, without the merry crash of 

bells, and the welcoming cheers which celebrate its advent, and 
signify its joy to so many other hearts. Your trials are heavy, your 
comforts are few, earthly sorrows weigh you down, and hinder the 
glad mounting of your spirit to heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The 
prospect of incessant toil and weariness oppresses you, or the retro
spect of sorrow and suffering has benumbed you, and you do not feel 
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you can heartily rnFlpond to the usurtl salutation of friend to frirmd, 
"I wish you a He.ppy New Year,"-you would rather havCJ dr,n11 
with earth, und that God gave you the wings of a dove, thrtt )'OU 

might fly away and be at rest. 
I quite understand your feelings, I have fellowship with you in 

your fear and faintness of heart; but I bring afresh to you, to-day, 
the sweet and comforting assurance that your blesFled Lord knowB all 
your sorrows, sees all your sufferings, is watching over you with a 
Divine love and care which know no cessation, and will, in His own 
good time, either relieve or release you. Nay, do you not know that, 
sometimes, the Master brings His dear ones into sore straits with the 
express object of manifesting His mighty power in their deliverance? 
Let me try to show you this, as in a picture, roughly outlined from 
the pages of God's 1Yord. Do you see that small ship on a wind
swept lake? Storm and darkness are fast gathering their forees 
together, the sea is tossing and raging in furious response to the war 
cry of the tempest, and serious danger is menacing the men in the 
frail vessel. They are straining every nerve and muscle to make for 
the opposite shore, they labour at the oars with almost superhuman 
strength; but they are no match against the tremendous force of wind 
and wave which beats them back continually, and threatens to engulf 
them. Your heart fails you as you look on their perilous position, 
and you expect every moment that the sea will swallow up its prey. 
But now turn your gaze landwards. On the brow of an adjacent hill 
stands a solitary, but majestic Man. He is intently watching the 
rowers in that trembling, storm-tossed bark. Not a danger is over
looked, not an effort is unnoticed, not a fear in their hearts that does 
not thrill His soul with pity, and appeal to His tenderest love. He 
is going to save them, and in the manner of their deliverance will 
gloriously manifest His own Divine power and goodness_ He will 
presently tread under His feet the waves of that turbulent sea, and 
compel those fierce gales to quail before Him in silent homage. 

You know the sweet and sacred story, but I want you to realize 
that it is your story, too, and that just as truly as " HE SA w THE:ll 

TOILING IN ROWING," and knew every detail of their condition and 
jeopardy, so does He take note of your sorrows, your difficulties, your 
need of His help and presence. Though you are tossed about on the 
rough waves of adverse circumstances, and every wind that blows 
seems contrary, though all your efforts do not bring you to the 
desired haven, and your strength seems fast failing,-do not lose 
courage; remember that your Lord is very near, and that, at the 
right hour and moment, He will come to your relief, and deliver you 
out of all your distresses. 

If those disciples had known that their blessed Master was watching 
them, and caring for them, and coming to them, do you not think 
they would have shipped their oars, defied the tempest to do its 
worst, and sung songs of deliverance amidst the surges of the storm ? 
They did not know or understand, for the Word says, " their hearts 
were hardened," and so they toiled on even to exhaustion, and failed 
to recognize the Lord even when they saw Him. But, dear friends, 
" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," and therefore it should 
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1,., eas~· for ~·011 to trust Him, no matter how roughly the wind blows, 
or how fierePly the storm drives. Take the blessed comfort right 
into ~-our hPart, that your Lord so truly cares for you that nothing 
"·hieh NmrPrns you is unimportant to Him, or unnoticed by Iliw. 
Lim as in His immediate presence. Accustom yourself to watch for 
thP guidanc(' of His eye, and the ready help of His hand. Believe 
with all ~·otir soul and strPngth in His everlasting love, and then, give 
up " toiling in rowing," and sit in your boat and sing,-

" Peace from every tri11.l flows, 
Because I know the.t Jesus knows." 

If " A poor old sinner " had given me her name and address, I 
-would have thanked her privately for the £5 note she sent me, and 
written some -words of comfort that she only might have read; as it 
is, I am obliged to make my answer in this public fashion. First, as 
to the mone'\". The lists are closed for the two cases mentioned in 
November Sword and Trowel: but if my friend will look in the 
December number, she will see an equally sad case recorded, and the 
gift shall be sent there. Very many thanks for the kindness. To 
help poor ministers, is to make my heart 1·ejoice; and I thank God for 
the abundant joy I have had in this way lately. I have been able, in 
so many cases, as one pastor said," to turn their winter into summer!" 

But, dear friend, my gladness was deeply shadowed for a few 
moments by -what you said concerning yourself:-" I am a very un
happy old woman, past eighty years of age, and I cannot find Jesus ! '' 
Your words startled and shocked me at first, it seemed so terrible a 
-::hing to say; but I have been asking the Lord about you, and I 
think, if you will give up trying to "find Jesus," and just let Him 
find you, you will have peace and rest. When the poor sheep was 
lost, it did not go after the shepherd, did it? No, the shepherd 
,ought and found it, and brought it back rejoicing. There is nothing 
for you to do, but just lie still and bleat.· He will hear your cry, and 
come and save you. In your letter to me, you call yourself a 
"sinner", thus acknowledging that you are one of those whom Jesus 
Christ came to save. You cannot think He is unwilling to do the 
very thing which brought Him from Heaven to earth, and for which 
He shed His precious blood ! Trust Him wholly, then; relinquish 
your own doings and wanderings, believe in His atoning sacrifice for 
sin., and you will pass from death unto life, and be able to sign your
seli, "A poor old sinner, saved by sovereign grace." 

• 
Here is a lovely little story which I hatl from one of " our own" 

men. A gentleman was visiting a friend who was an ardent admirer 
;ind lover of dear Mr. Spurgeon, and was continually extolling him 
as a preacher. "I have never heard him," said the visitor," but next 
Sunday I will go and see whether he deserves the praise you so 
liberally bestow upon him." So he went to the Tabernacle, and on 
his return from the morning service, his host met him with the eager 
<JUestion, ""\Veil, what did you think of him?" "Nothing," was 
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tho reply. Then, seeing the look of astoniflhment and sorrow on his 
friend's face, he said again, "No, nothing," but his eyes filhid with 
tears of joy as he added, "All I can think of is the dear preacher's 
Saviour!" My correspondent writes:-" Oh, Mrs. Spurgeon, no finer 
eulogy than this could be passed upon any man's preaching; and even 
you can scarcely know how we-his men,-long and yearn to imitate 
him who is still telling out 'the old, old story,' not only upon earth, 
but in the wide domain of Heaven ! " 

• • 
Without wishing to intrude unduly the remembrance of my griefs 

,upon my readers, I feel I must say a word or two concerning that 
irreparable loss we all suffered when, five years ago, on the last night 
of this never-to-be-forgotten month, God took home to Himself our 
.dearly-beloved C. H. Spurgeon. Who could have thought, in that 
hour of anguish, that life would have been possible for so many years 
without him? But what pitiful tenderness hath God shown to me in 
my widowhood and loneliness ! Though He has taken away the sun 
from my sky, He has made the evening star exceeding bright; and as 
faith looks up with longing eyes to Heaven, clusters of radiant 
promise-lights are visible, which cheer and direct the weary traveller 

-on the journey home. Next to the "good hope through grace" of 
-eternal life by faith in the Son of God, is the sweet and solemn 
assurance that our blessed dead are not lost to us, their individuality is 
not swallowed up in their glory, nor were the precious ties which bound 
them to us on earth rudely snapped as they passed through the border
land of death to the gate of the Paradise of God. 

A recent writer on this subject* says very touchingly:-" Is it not 
sweet to think that, in the quiet sunshine of that unknown life, 
earthly love in God does not lie withered like a dewless flower, nor is 
it slowly dying, scorched to the roots by the fierce glare of a greater 
and a rival glory? No ; it must be only matured, ripened, hallowed, 
and refined by the vision of the Love from which it came into our 
hearts, and by the pure and holy dews of the Spirit of grace, who 
first planted it there as a sacred gift from Himself." There are some 
Christians who torture themselves with £ears that recognition of 
friends in Heaven is neither promised nor probable; but I think that 
they must have overlooked the many gracious hints and gentle 
whispers which reward a reverent listening to the revealed Word, or 
the breathings of God's Spirit in their own hearts. It is well for us 
when we can leave this question for our God to answer in His own 
good time, and feel prepared to accept His blessed will concerning it; 
but when I read such an assurance as that given in 1 Oor. ii. ~, I 

-cannot imagine that the God of Love will omit from Heaven's blessed
ness the brightest and choicest benediction of our earthly life. It is 
my confident belief that I shall see and know my beloved one again 
in glory, and that there, our earthly love, purified and sanctified, shall 
continue, and maybe, increase in the perpetual light of the presence 
of our King and Saviour. Even the thought that there are degrees in 

* J=es E. Walker, M.A., iu The Blessed lJead in Paradise (Elliot Stock). 
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glory does not trouble me. I may have the very lowest place of· 
P<ernce in the Heavenly City, while he who was nearest nnd dearest 
to me on earth will certainly shine as one of God's brightest saints in 
His kingdom; but my love will exult in his exaltation, and rejoice 
<'xceedingly in all the honour put upon him by the Master he so 
loved and served on earth ; and I am persuaded that he will seek me 
out, sometimes, to tell me of some new glimpse of the Master's glory, 
or some fresh discovery of the sweetness of His love, for he was never 
so happy as when he divided with me his joys, even as he was never· 
so comforted as when I shared his sorrows. 

" We are quile sure 
That He wi:ll _qive them bacl,,~ 

Bright, pure, and beautiful; 
We know that He w,:/l but keep 
Our own and His until we fall asleep} 
We know He does not mean 
To break the strands reaching between 

The Here and There. 
He does not mean-thou_qh Heaven befair,

To change the spiri:ts enteri'.ng there, 
That they forget, 

The eyes upraised and wet, 
The Ups too still for prayer, 
The mute d68pair. 
He will not take 
1.'he spirits which He gave, and make 
The glorified so new 
That they are lost to me and you. 

I do believe 
They will receive 

Ua,---you and me,-and be so glad 
To meet us that, when most I would _qrow sad, 

1 just begin to think about the gladness 
And the day 

Wnen they shall tell iis all about the way 
That they have learned to go,-
Heaven's pathways show. 
My lost, my own, and I 
Shall have so much to see together by-and-by. 

I do believe that just the same sweet face, 
But gwrified, is waitin_g in the place 
Where we shall mett, if only I 
Am counted worthy in that by-and-by. 
I do believe that God will give a sweet surprise 

To tear-swined, saddened eyes, 
And that His Heaven will be 

Most glad, most tided through with joy 
For you and me, • 

As we have suffered most." 

Pray for me dear friends; I know that some of you do this already, 
and you cannot show me a greater kindness if you pray in faith. Will 
yon ask, with loving importunity, that I may be made meet to be a, 
partaker of that ble,ssedness which my beloved now enjoys? 

s. s. 
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Jtlr. jpurgcon's Jirnt @utlines off jcrmonn. 
( Continued from Volume XXXII., page .5 70.) 

LXXXVI.-Trrn LoRD rs A KINo. 

" Who would not fear Thee, 0 King of nation8? for to Thee doth it 
appertain : forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nation.,, and in all 
their kingdoms, there is none like unto Thee.''-Jeremiah x. 7. 

The Personage spoken of by Jeremiah as King is King now. He 
had been King for a long time, even from everlasting ; and He will 
reign for ever, King of the nations of Heaven, earth, and hell. He 
has three sorts of subjects,-

1. Those He rules in terrible justice, vengeance, and wrath. 
2. Those He over-rules by power, making their devices and even 

their sins to work His will and purpose. 
3. 'l'hose He rules by love, constraining them by gratitude to yield 

to Him. 
These are His willing subjects. Among them He dwells in His 

great palace above, and in His little ones below in men's hearts. His 
decrees are all made for them. His honour, wisdom, love, and power 
are their defence. He ever smiles on them, and gives audience to 
them. 

They are also His happy subjects; some completely so, others 
partly so,-not because He is not equally loving to them, but because 
they are not yet completely at one with Him, for they are not 
entirely holy as the angels are. The holy angels, the saved saints in 
Heaven, and believers on earth, are subjects of King Jesus; but why 
do not all men bow loyally before Him ? 

1. All do not know Him ; some are ignorant of His claims. 
2. Some do not understand the way to submit to Him. 
3. All natural men dislike Him. 
Yet we ought all to serve Him and " crown Him Lord of all," 

for-
1. He is our Maker and Preserver. 
2. He is a kingly Personage, worthy to reign by reason of His 

holiness, wisdom, justice, truth, power. 
3. We live in His territory. 
4. His past acts of kindness give Him a claim over us. 
Some will respond to this claim. Let them be thankful that they 

are willing in the day of His power, let them ever give to Him-
1. Their humble homage of praise, honour, and glory. 
2. Strict, universal obedience to His rule. 
3. Entire resignation to His will. 
4. A trust implicit, and a love burning to increase His dominions. 
Some do not love submission to Christ. Let them know that He 

demands it of them. Let me appeal-
1. To their conscience. Is it just or right to reject King Jesus? Is 

it not better to obey Him than to revolt against Him! 
2. To their fear. What is the use of rebellion? Will it not bring 

heavy loss both in time and eternity ? Do you not fear the great 
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Lord of hosts? Dare you give a refusal to His derunnd for your 
homa1;e? 

3. To their hope. Does He not promise largely ? He treats the 
submis~ive nobly. Do not others prosper who obey? Will not you? 
You shall be happy for ever if you yield to Him. 

-1-. To their love, gratitude, generosity, to any spark of noble feeling 
that may induce them to submit to Christ, cautioning them that a. 

decree has been passed that only through Jesus can obedience be 
nccepted from creatures fallen and depraved. The Prince Emmanuel 
jg the sole Ambassador to the court of Heaven. 

LX..XXVII.-THE THIEF'S PRAYER. 

"And lie said unto Jesus, Lord, remember nie wl1en 1'lwu comest into Thy 
kingdom."-Luke xxiii. 42. 

TLis narrative, though often used, is not exhausted. 
I. THE THIEF'S PRAYER CONSIDERED AS AN INDICATION OF REAL 

CoxYERsrox. 

Sincere prayer is an infallible sign of grace. The difficulty is to 
know whether the prayer is real or not. We know that the thief's 
was, and we may presume that other genuine prayers will be like his. 
In hiA there was-

1. A confession of sin, and of the justness of the punishment. 
2. A reliance on Jesus alone. 
3. Good works followed in proportion to his circumstances; rebuke 

of his companion, an open confession, submission to Jesus, humility, 
a right estimation of heavenly things. 

II. THE GREATNESS OF THE THIEF'S FAITH WAS ENHANCED BY 

\ Al'JOUS DISCOt:11.AGING CIRCUMSTANCES. 

I. Christ's own circumstances at the time,-mocked, reviled, 
crucified,-yet the thief calls Him "Lord," and believes in His 
kingdom. With clearer views than even Christ's disciples had, he 
<lid more than they ; for they fled, but he boldly confessed Christ. 

2. The grounds of his faith were small compared with what we 
€njoy. He probably had not attended Christ's ministry, but perhaps 
was converted by the Spirit, by means of Pilate's words, the exact 
fulfilment of prophecy, Christ's quiet mien, His prayer for His 
murderers, etc. 

3. His own circumstances as a notorious convicted sinner now at 
the point of death. 

The thief's conversion was singular in the circumstances of Jesus, 
and in his own, too; but as to the mode of salvation, it is not at all 
singular, for all conversions are-

By grace acting upon the heart. Justification is at all times by 
faith. No one has more merits than the thief had. The same signs 
must be looked for in all conversions, and all similar prayers shall 
have similar answers. Wherefore,-

1. Presume not, sinner. 
2. Despair not, sinner. 
Let the thief's prayer help us in judging of ourselves and of others; 

and let his faith shame our unbelief. 
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LXXXVIII.-THE GRACE RECEIVED. 

"And of llis fulneaa have all we received, and .r;race for .r;rrwe."
John i. lG. 

John the Evangelist, not John the Baptist, is here speaking; he is 
proceeding from what he say,1 of Jesus in the fourteenth verse, where 
he speaks of what we shall speak of,-

I. CrrRrsT's FULNESS. 

Not His Divine fulness, but His mediatorial fulness, as the Head of 
a new covenant race. As the source of mercy, there was in Jesus-

1. A fulness of grace,-the grace of the Spirit, pardoning, justifying, 
upholding, preserving grace, as also of light, strength, wisdom, and 
knowledge. 

2. A fulness of truth. Christ was the sum and substance of truth, 
the fulness of sincerity to man and of integrity and faithfulness 
to God. 

II. OUR RECEIYINGS: "grace for grace." 
Not all men, not the apostles only, but all believers. 
I. Grace instead of works; the gospel instead of the fainter and 

less clear dispensation of Moses. 
2. Grace to produce grace in us. This was God's aim and design 

in giving grace. 
3. Grace,-not for works, but" for"-" on account of"-" grace." 

This is the great moving cause of all mercy from God to man. 
4. Grace upon grace, mountains upon mountains,-personal elec

tion, particular redemption, effectual calling, regeneration, full and 
free pardon, final preservation. 

1. If we can truthfully utter this text, how happy we are ! 
2. If not, how poor and miserable! 

LXXXIX.-THE HARVEST OF SOULS. 

" Say not ye, Tltere are yet four months, and then cometh harvest ? behold, 
I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on tlie fields; for they are ichite 
already to harvest."-John iv. 35. 

How providential was this meeting of Christ with the woman at 
1he well! How wonderful the effect of a few words of conversation 
with one poor woman! So is it still. By this was produced-

I. A WHITENING OF THE FIELDS FOR HARVEST. 

l . Here was a congregation. 
2. Here were some convinced of sin. 
3. Men were now desirous of knowing the truth. 
II. WHOSE HARVEST? 

Not the final gathering to glory, but the gathering of grace ; the 
garnering of the elect into the lower granary. It was -

1. Christ's harvest. The fruit of His agonies, the purchase of His 
life, the answer to His prayers. 

1. The Father's harvest. For to this end He gave His Son. He 
longs to see righteousness extend in the earth. 

3 .. The Spirit's harvest. For His is the seed; it is His work to fit 



MR. BrURGEON'B FIRST OUTLINES OF SERMONS. 

the iaower for sowing, and the ground for receiving; it is His work to 
gi"l"e life to the germ, to water, to nourish, and to mature. 

4. A true minister's harvest. For this he toils; not for applause, 
or wealth. but for love to souls. 

,5. The harvest of the church. She travaileth in birth for souls. 
III. WHY A HARYEST? 

1. Because it is a thing to be desired and expected. 
2. It is a cause of anxiety; will the crop be a good one? 
3. It is a time of gladness and thankfulness. 
I will close with a fow remarks,-
]. Christians, be on the look-out : "Lift up your eyes " with wonder, 

notice with attention. 
2. Be instant in prayer to the Lord to keep off the blight, and be 

l'arnest in effort to drive away the fowls that would steal the corn. 
3. Sinners, long to be reaped in Christ's harvest; see how Heaven 

and earth are labouring for your good. 
Lord, send a glorious harvest ! Amen. 

XC.-THou ART Too LrnHT. 

"T!tou art u:eighed in the balances, and art found wanting."
Daniel v. 27. 

Belshazzar feasts, defies the wrath of God, profanes the holy vessels 
taken from the temple at Jerusalem, and praises " the gods of gold, 
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone." His drunken 
revelry is suddenly stopped, and his mirth is changed into utmost terror 
~s he sees the handwriting on the wall, which none can read but 
Daniel. The aged prophet, hoary with the weight of about ninety 
winters, bold in reproof, disdains the king's gifts, tells him he is 
even worse than his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, and then, without 
even exhorting him to repentance, reads out his it-revocable doom. 

No doubt I am speaking to Belshazzars who have turned their 
bodies, which should be the vessels of God, into instruments of lust, and 
who have defied Him, although they also are under condemnation. 

I. CONSIDER THE TIME WHEN THIS SENTENCE SHALL BE UTTERE]J 

"' TEKEL; thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.'' 
When " Mru-."E" is said, thy days are numbered, the day of grace is 

'over. At the day of judgment, all must be weighed; no short 
weights will be allowed to pass. 

II. Ex.llrr~"E THE WEIGHTS AND ScALEs. 
l . The scales will hold all men, even kings and princes. 
2. They are very exact. 
The sufferings of Jesus and the trials of the saints are all by measure 

.and there will be no mistake about the final judgment of mankind. 
3. The result will be decisive. 
There will be no appeal from the decision of the Divine standards. 
The weights are not-
1. The opinion we have of ourselves ; 
2. The opinion the church has of us; nor-
3. The opinion of the world : but-
4. The law of God, the Scriptures, the balances of the sanctu.ary. 
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III. WE WILL JuDOE OURSELVES Now, THAT WE MAY NOT BE 

.JunoED THEN, 

We will put into the scales-
!. The whole human race. By nature, they are slwrt weight. 
2. A selection of the very best. In themselves, too li,r;ht. 
:l. Some of the poorest and least of the believers in Jesus. All 

ri'ght . 
. 1, Poor tempest-tossed, Satan-tempted sinner, yet saved by grace. 

Up to the Lord's standard. 
5. There is hardly any need to try the Pharisee, the swearer, the 

drunkard, the reprobate ; for these are all very light. 
G. Talkers, but not doers ;-short weight. 
7. All head, but no heart; doctrine, not praptice ;-short weight. 
8. Short-winded men, who run well only for a time ;-short weight. 
9. Half-and-half; those who hold with the hare, and run with the 

hounds ;-short weight. 
10. The Sunday man, who has no week-day religion ;-short weight. 
11. The moral ·man, with no true change of heart and life ;

.short weight. 
None can sit in these scales by themselves, for all are as light as a 

feather. Jesus will be weighed with His saints; we are "complete in 
Him." 

XCI.-THE SPIRIT CRYING, ".ABBA, FATHER." 

'' And because ye are sons, God hath • sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father,"-Galatians iv. 6. 

The Epistle to the Galatians, containing the great doctrine of 
justification by faith, is a powerful battering-ram .for overthrowing 
the walls of the Church of Rome. 

I. THE APOSTLE'S DECLARATION : " God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into your hearts." 

Regeneration, conversion, etc., all require it. 
The personal safety, perseverance, etc., of the saints can only so be 

ensured. 
Of the Holy Spirit's influence on us, we have internal evidence in 

our souls, and external evidence in our lives. 
"Into your hearts." This is the centre of the Spirit's action; it· 

circulates from the heart to other parts of our being. 
"Sent forth," implies that the Spirit of God is not found in the 

heart of man naturally.. 
II. THE CAUSE OF Gon·s SENDING His SPIRIT: "Because ye are 

sons." 
Because of sonship, not service; that it might be wholly of grace, 

for sonship brought about by regeneration and adoption is manifestly 
the gift of God. . 

" Ye are." Present blessings should be valued; we are not always 
to fret about "what we were," not even always to sigh for "what we 
shall be." 

III. THE EFFECT OF Gon's SENDING His SPIRIT: "Crying, Abba, 
Father." 
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"OrJing,"-not singing, nor calling, nor groaning. All do not 
bn,e th<:>se evidence>s of the Spirit's presence; but all have this one: 
"rrying. Abba,"-the word which slaves might not use to the free. 

Th<:> Hebrew word, "Abba," joins the Gentile word, "Father." 
Thi_s _is a short, unpolished, feeble cry, yet an eloquent, mighty, and 

pr<:>va1lmg one ; Jonah, from the fish, and Moses, without the utter-
11 nee of a word, were heard and answered. 

Inference 1. 
W <> must highly esteem the Spirit of God. 
Inference 2. 
Let us take comfort from this truth, so shall the "cry " improve

into a song. 
Inference 3. 
How destitute of all grace are those who never cry unto God ! 

(To he continued.) 

BY THOM.AS SPURGEON. 

IT was in July, 1878, I think, that my first article appeared in what 
I have always regarded and spoken of as "tlte Magazine." Since 

then I have been privileged to contribute to its pages pretty regularly 
as a sort of Colonial Correspondent, and never has my heart been 
happier than when the late dear Editor, in acknowledging receipt of 
another article, said, "I am always glad of your lively bits for S. t T." 
Now the way has opened to become a little more closely associated. 
with the Magazine, and by means of " The Pastor's Page " I hope to 
co=unicate monthly with my friends and helpers. I write now from, 
New£n_qton instead of from New Zealand. What a deal that change means 
to me! "What need have I of prayerful support and kind encourage
ment! My first message, therefore, shall be a word of cheer. Maybe
that I shall help myself by trying to stimulate others. 

• • • • 
CHEER UP ! CHEER UP ! 

Christmas and the New Year in the Colonies prove a strange 
experience for a fresh arrival; but after a while the "new chum" 
grows accustomed to a mid-summer Christmas, to sunshine instead 
of snow, and to picnics in the bush in lieu of festivities around 
the fire. But at no time is one more open .to an attack of that 
distressing malady, home-sickness. So many memories come crowding
in, that even the sunny skies of Australasia cannot prevent some shade 
falliLg upon the heart. Then it is that a message from home, a photo 
of the distant dear ones, or a pretty card, serves as a sweet pick-me
up to the fainting spirits. Thus helpful was the New Year's card 
which is reproduced in Jae-simile on the opposite page. 

It was as salve to sore eyes, as manna to a hungry heart, as a breeze
from heaven itself on a sultry day, and " as cold water to a thirsty 
soul." It was, indeed, "good news from a far country." I never tired 
uf turning to it. Its twittering birds always had a "chirrup" for me,. 
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and tho Scripture text in the clear handwriting never failed to comfort 
me. It is not possible to tell in words the joy it brought to my heart; 
but, dear reader, you can imagine me, as I gazed upon this love-link, 
soliloquizing thus:-

" This card has come to me direct from my own dear father, and he 
himself hos written on it the sweet words of Jesus about my HEAVENLY 
FATHER, and His co.re for sparrows,-birds of low degree though 
they e.re. 

"These are London sparrows, surely! How well I remember them, 
and their pert and perky ways ! And this is London snow, doubtless ; 
I fancy it is e. little stained by the fog already,-! haven't forgotten 
that either! (I could wish myself amid it all again, if only for a few 
glad days. London, with all thy fogs, I love thee still!) Perchance, 
these sparrows have chirped at 'Westwood,' and these flakes have 
fallen nigh unto the hill called Beulah! Maybe, the whole scene is of 
, Home, sweet Home,'-1 know they care for the birdies there! 

~~~ 

~ ~~ J'Cafn'~Jkv 
~·~f-h

L 

"Anyhow, here is certain proof that I am not forgotten by my 
loving parents, for father has inscribed the card, and mother has 
enclosed it in her letter. Moreover, I know that "father is very careful 
of these souvenirs. Many a time have I seen him conning them, and 
admiring them. He did not send me this one because he did not care 
for it, but rather because he did ;-surely, then, he cares for ME! And 
he has called me by the tender title which his great love coined on 
purpose for me,-' Son Tom.' He loves me; He loves me!! and I 
with all my heart love him. Oh, that, in the New Year for which his 

2 
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'hest wishes' he.ve ,inst Arrived, I may bee.r his honoured ne.me more 
worthily, and serve his Lord, and mine, more efficiently ! 

"The text is best of all,-a well-spring of delight. The Lord, who 
prondes for the sparrows even in the time of snow, e.nd counts e.nd 
r.flrm, for Rll His creatures, will surely have me in everlasting remem
brRnre. If my earthly father, with all his labours, thinks a.bout me, 
my HEA,E~LY FATHER'S memory will never let me slip. Methinks I 
hear HrM se.ying, 'Fee.r ye not, therefore, ye are of more ve.lue the.n 
many spanows ; ' and my own heart, no longer desolate, replies, 
'I will trust, and not be afraid.'" 

• • • • 
Thus the ce.rd encouraged me. I hope, dear reader, it may help 

you, e.lso. Listen to the chirrup of the sparrow, and " cheer up " 
aocordingly. You a.re not forgotten, nor forsaken ; you never shall be 
if, by faith in Jesus, you are God's dear child. 

The sparrows in the snow-time 
By Providence a.re fed, 

And God forgets e.t no time 
The souls for whom Christ bled; 

There's not a single sparrow 
Fe.Us bleeding to the ground, 

Bnt God permits the arrow, 
Which gives the fatal wound. 

Two for e. farthing gotten! 
And five a.re sold for two, 

But none she.11 be forgotten, 
The odd one's valued, too ! 

How much more are ye better 
Than e.11 the fowls of e.ir ? 

Let fear, then, loose its fetter, 
y OU a.re your F ATHER'B ea.re ! 

Cheer up! faint heart e.nd fearful, . 
The good Lord prizes you. 

What ! a.re your eyes still tearful, 
Though skies are growing blue ? 

No storm can last for ever ; 
Lo! sunlight plays age.in, 

On ocean, e.nd on river, 
On hillside, and on plain ! 

BY H. T. s., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCH OF THE MONTHS," &c., &c. 

I.-IN THE YEARS THAT ONCE WERE NEW. 

WE seem to sit again in an old-time chapel, ~nd to hear once 11:1ore 
the hymns from Rippon's drawled out_ m an unctu~us smg

song by an elder with a stiff ne?k, bandaged m a_ huge white cloth. 
,Ve are making one of our earliest e:ffor_ts to tram _the memory by 
striving to recollect the two, and sometimes, £our lines, announced. 
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The old people in the communion pew have no hymn-books, anrl cont.l 
not read them were they there. We try to pick up stray notes as the 
tune goes " in and out, and round about." The men wear stocks, and 
far-projecting collars; one little man seems, to our childish fancy, as 
though his head wore a big bud which had pushed two white leaves 
aside. Tho senior sisters dress in high bonnets and " browns." The 
pew-opener looks as solemn as an undertaker both in attitude and 
attire. He takes strangers up the aisle with soft footfall, and closes 
the door of their pew with deliberation. Occasionally, a very precise 
deacon blows his nose with the sound of a post-boy's horn; this, with 
the precentor's sing-song, and the dear old pastor's reading from 
11 I-sah-yah," are the only privileged sounds in the place. We puzzle 
over the mystery of the three books of Watts ; then wonder if the 
leading men get tired, standing through the long prayer, or whether 
they doze like the horses. We find ourselves backsliding, and feel 
ashamed; we, therefore, stand on a hassock through the next hymn, 
with some idea that it is a stool of repentance. But very soon the 
thought fades, and we use our eminence as a post of observation, and 
speculate what kind of an old gentleman he could be, who, from the 
handwriting on the wall, was minister for fifty years, and died long 
before the said infant speculator was born. Then we subside into the 
midst of silks, and stuffs, and muffs, to listen to the sermon, and to 
wonder why, at the firstly, secondly, and thirdly, that dread deacon 
need punctuate the pause by blowing almost as shrill a blast as the 
mail-guard does when the coachman draws up with a :flourish at the 
next inn. All this and more comes back to us as the mists roll away 
from the years that once were new. 

The old meeting-houses are fast disappearing, with the heavy gal
leries, high pews, preacher's perch on the wall, and ugly mural tablets 
in memory of the departed. Some of these ancient structures have 
been "innardly improved "-as a grandfather of the locality informed 
us concerning one of them. For our part, we would rather have a 
gallery and pews as black as ebony than see a conventicle of Puritan 
times turned into a modern mission-hall. Keep your relics, and do 
not so " act in the living present '' as to show us walls which the per
secuted reared, while you cast out their pews to make room for a 
contractor's substitutes, and let run down a clock that has preached 
to the generations, while you stick over the new gallery a dial from 
Mr. Tick, up street! Keep the old place intact somehow; and if you 
must go with the times, and have an apse, and transepts, and Gothic 
columns, and pulpit at the side, put· them up somewhere else. This 
you must needs dCY, for the conventicle will have none of them. Be a 
Temple-builder, if you will ; but beware of Vandalism. 

The old sanctuaries were, like their worshippers, built on the square ; 
-solid, heavy, unpretentious, stern, stiff-backed. The only curve in 
the building would be the bell-shaped pulpit; though, often enough, 
that was a square box, with a square-cut ledge for the Bible. The 
only approach to finery was the velvet cushion with tassels,-a 
treacherous movable in the hand of an excited preacher. Many 
years ago, we knew an ancient sage who was the witness of a strange 
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('RtRRtrophe. The occasion was a striking one. The communion pew 
wRs full of divines. The preacher wRs a very nervous man. He used 
the Bible and cushion with startling effect, The ministers watched 
th<>ir brother get nearer and nearer to the ab~'SB, A sudden twitch, 
when o"Ver went cushion and Bible into the midst of the conclave! One 
broth0r escaped just in time, or he would have come under discipline 
on the spot_ The old scholar who told us the tale said he never saw 
a worse translation of the Bible in his life ! 

There lies open before us a thin note-book of sermons preached in 
a sanctuary of other days. The writing is faded, and hard to decipher, 
though the boy's hand that took the notes is the man's hand that pens 
this page. But slowly the lines become a revelation, and there flow 
from them the emotions of the days gone by. They were only con
gealed. The past is but dormant; it wakes at a touch, and the 
years that have dozed the longest are the lightest sleepers. When 
they all wake,-what then? 

The old pastor might well have been styled one of the " Fathers." 
His first " call'' lasted him a lifetime, for he was the shepherd of one 
flock for forty-four years. When he at last went to a better Church, 
there was as much lamentation over his departure as when Joseph and 
his brethren buried their father Jacob. But that was in the days 
when ministers lived to a good age among their own people, Now 
that pastoral work has become a dangerous occupation, it has to be 
done, like coal-mining, in "shifts." Wherever the fault may lie, a 
slight alteration of a well-worn couplet might cap some localities,-

" They want but little here below, 
Nor want that little long. 11 

The sermon in the note-book is from Romans viii. 28 : '' And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose." The discourse is 
one of a series for the New Year. The old preacher's sentences run 
something like this:-" We should never be afraid to step into the 
futUie with God. A new road to us is a safe road with Him 
Though you have not been that way heretofore, the Master has. The 
lives of God's people are mapped out as accurately as an Ordnance 
sUIVey. When the apostle says, ' all things,' he means things that 
differ much, some going one way and some another,-like wheels in 
a machine,-but all combining, even by contrary movements, to one 
end." 

So our old mentor preached in the years that once were new. He 
belonged to the same "persuasion" as the apostle Paul,-THE SocrETY 
OF SuRE SALVATIONISTS. One morning, about a year after this sermon 
on all things working together for good to them that love God, a 
relative asked him if he would be ready to join the family at table_ 
"Ready, always ready!" was his dreamy answer. When they called 
again, he had heard the voice of Him who said to the disciples'by the 
sea-shore, "Come and dine." 

During these years, it was the custom to gather to an early 
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clevotional meeting on New Year's morning. We would set out "when 
it was yet dark," as it was when Mary went to the sepulchre of her 
Lord. But ere the grey dawn had struggled into day, we found the 
risen Christ in communion with His people. It seemed most fitting 
thus to meet. Our way lay through dimly-lighted streets, past stray 
revellers reaching their homes by a sinuous route; up an avenue 
with graves on either side, where the worshippers of a past age slept 
under the shadow of the old meeting-house more soundly than they 
had ever done within its walls. But for once it was right to look for 
" the living among the dead," for within a few feet of the graves 
was e. large school-room filled with early seekers, intent upon obtain
ing the blessing promised to such. There were deacons out at a 
seven a.m. prayer-meeting; and mechanics who had managed some
how to get an hour before the manual labour of another year began ; 
apprentices, too, who would be taking down their masters' shutters 
soon after eight ; girls from the factories ; and mothers in Israel who 
had attended that sacred function for many years. When the old 
pastor, with his silvery hair combed back, rose to speak, it was as if 
we heard again the cry," It is high time to awake out of sleep: for 
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light." 

But these were years when meetings for prayer were deemed 
essential to the spiritual life of the church. Nearly all those praying 
people have been "promoted." The old sanctuary has passed away, 
and the site " improved " almost out of knowledge. Yet, in these 
"advanced days", we cannot afford to forget those gracious men of a 
former generation who used to troop in to prayer. They believed in 
"keeping up the average." So, for duty and for pleasure both they 
met; whether in the dull wintry dawn, or when the morn, "in russet 
mantle clad," swept down the dewy slopes of summer; or when, in 
the evening's glow, the setting sun clothed their homely figures with 
his glory ; and thus their persons and their prayers became enshrined, 
to be among the precious memories of the years that once were new. 

cJtrn. J!-Jurgeon'ss "~arillon oj ~ells.'' 

THERE can be no doubt as to the delicate charm in .A Carillon of 
Bells, and one can understand how such reflections soothe and 

smooth. • 
'' Her words so toned, so quieted down 

The inward surge, the outward frown, 
Brought stillest hour that I had known 

For many 11, day." 

In our old Abbey tower at home, the chimes used to play, "Begone, 
unbel'ief," to the tune " Ha.aover." Mans a time have I dreamily gone 
through the hymn with the chimes. May A. Carillon of Bells charm 
away unbelid, and ring in "Ebenezer," wherever they are heard!
Extract from a private letter. 
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~ RE w11s _a noble-looking old lady, and she lived in a flat in o. poor 
.______: street m one of the large Scotch towns. Her education had been 
i;;adly neglected, for her parents had a. hard struggle with poverty, and 
from a child the few pence she could earn were needful to make the 
ineome of the family sufficient to keep hunger from the home. Her 
heart was given to the Saviour while she was yet young, and she was 
a most trustful, obedient Christian. She had a son who, soon after the 
death of bis father, became a local preacher; and he was heard all the 
more gladly because he was so tender-hearted towards his widowed 
mother. 

Trade was so bad that, after many a struggle, the young man 
determined to take a voyage to try to make his way in the great 
world. Australia at that time was regarded by many as a great gold 
mine ; and as there was need of good men who could preach in that 
distant land, the widow's son resolved to emigrate to the Antipodes. 

At the chapel, there was quite a scene one Sunday evening, with 
the prayers of the aged, the looks of sadness on the faces of the young, 
and the tears of the poor widow. A venerable class-leader shed a ray 
of light upon the sombre picture as, taking the young man by the 
hand, he said ( only it was in Scotch), "Fare thee well. God will help 
thee. Try to be useful, and never forget thy mother." "Ah!" said 
many together, " he will not forget her, he is too good for that." 

The time seemed long to the widow since her son had left home,
for in the days of sailing ships it took the vessel months to reach 
Australia,-and she wondered when she should get a letter from her 
boy. 

One day, the postman called,-and oh, joy !-there was a real 
letter for the widow. She opened it, and, to her surprise, there was 
only a letter and a piece of paper, which the widow, in her ignorance, 
thought was only "a bit of a picture." As she could not read, she 
took the letter to a friend, but she said to herself, "This bit of a 
picture I will put away, it isn't worth much. My boy must think 
his mother is a bairn, to send me such a picture as this." 

The old lady to whom the letter was taken was not much better 
educated than the widow, but she managed to read:-" Dear mother, -
I am here in health, and have got into good work. I am likely to do 
welJ, and wish you could be here. This is a nice place, and I am 
trying to live to God. . ... I enclose a little bit of paper for you; it 
is all I can do at present, but you shall have some more like it soon. 
My love to you," &c. 

" Well, that is a nice letter,'' said the old lady; " I suppose he has 
sent you something." 

" Oh'. it is only a picture; ''-and a feeling of shame came over the 
old widow as she answered the enquiry. . 

Months passed away, a year had gone, and the second year had 
nearly run ittself out, when the old widow was taken ill, and the 
winister of the circuit was sent for to pray with her. He found the 
home dean, but the poverty of the poor woman moved his heart. 
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After conversation and prayer, he hastened to the treaAurer of the 
sick-fund for a grant, that such a deserving saint might not die of 
want. 

" Ah ! " said the treasurer, "I am deceived in her son. I heard, 
the other day, that he is doing well in Australia, and I think he must 
have sadly gone Bstray to forget the promises he made on the eve of 
]1is departure." Soon there was another person in the room, the tongue 
of scandal was doing its evil work, and the character of the young man 
was found to be full of holes. 

The minister was new to his sphere, so on going ba 1t to the widow 
he said, "I am told that you have a son in Australia ; is it so ? " 

"Yes, sir, he left home long ago." 
" Does he never write to you?" asked the pastor. 
"Oh, yes! very often,'; was the reply. 
"Does he never send you any help?" queried the pastor. 
''Never! He just puts a little picture in each letter; and after 

I saw the first one, just for shame I could not let anyone read his 
letters." 

'' Well, I am surprised, and he such a good young man. Would you 
mind letting me see the letters? When I have his address, I will write 
to him," said the minister. 

Pointing to the top drawer, the old lady said, "You will find them 
all there ; each one has a picture in it." 

The minister opened his eyes with astonishment, he rubbed his 
head and pulled his beard, and then quietly said, "Poor boy! Have 
you never asked anyone to write to him since he wrote to you the 
first time ? " 

"No, sir, I was hurt at his sending me that picture." 
" My dear friend, you are a rich woman. All these that you call 

pictures are notes on the Bank of Australia. You have had these all 
this time that you have been in poverty, and that poor boy has been 
pining for a letter from you " 

Like one waking out of a sleep, the old woman lifted herself upon 
one elbow, and said, "Well, I declare ; I let them speak evil of my 
boy £or forgetting his mother, because I thought they were only little 
pictures." 

Soon there was a nurse in the house, and comforts in abundance, and 
very speedily there was a letter on its way to the young man in the 
far-off land. 

He was a good son, who had made his mother rich, but she did not 
know it. We who believe in Christ are also rich; our elder Brother 
has sent us a goodly letter ; but, like the old woman, we have treated 
the promises in it as she regarded the bank-notes. We have put the 
Bible into a costly binding, we have had tasteful frames made for 
special texts, and we have chosen goodly places to hang them; but we 
have sighed, and groaned, and talked as though we had a forgetful 
relative who had only sent us" pretty pictures." Out with the notes 
upon the Bank of Faith, cash them this very day, for " all things 
are yours." 

Sunderland. GEo. ·wILsoN. 
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LINACRE, on his death-hed, took up a New Testament, and reed 
the words of the Lord Jesus, "Swear not at all" (Matt. v. 34). 

He immediately closed the Book, with the exclamation, " Either this 
Book is not true, or we are not Christians." It goes without saying 
that the Book is true, therefore, if men do not answer to its teaching, 
they mu:st come to Linacre's conclusion,-they are not Christians. An 
old writer has said, "Christ is not only the Root by which we grow, 
but the Rule by which we square." What, then, is the test of a man 
being a Christian? In answer to the question, let us take three "J 
knows" of the apostle Paul. 

1. CoNscrousNEss OF SrN: "/ know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18). The first step towards being 
right is to know that we are wrong ; not merely that we have done 
wrong, but that the cause of wrong-doing is in the nature, which is 
altogether wrong. The fruit of the tree is .bad because the tree itself 
is bad. The stream of the life is polluted because the source of the 
life-the heart-is defiled (Matt. xv. 19). To know that we are lost, 
is the initiative to seeking that we may be saved. To see that we are 
under the curse, will urge us to crave the. blessings of the gospel of 
Christ, Do we know, in the Biblical sense of knowing, that we are 
sinful-that is, do we not merely know it in the head, but is it a thing 
we have realized in our heart, so that it has made us cry out, 
" 0 wretched man that I am " ? 

2. Co:r."FIDE..~CE IN THE SAVIOUR: " I know Him whom I have believed, 
and I am persuaded that He is able to guard that which I have com
mitted unto Him against that day.'' (2 Tim. i. 12, R.V.) 

There are many who know about Christ, but who do not know Him. 
To know Christ as the Saviour, is to trust Him for salvation, and to 

dPposit ourselves in His safe keeping, as the apostle says that he had 
done. To know Christ as our High Priest, is to be continually saved 
from sinning as we come to Him in faith and prayer (Heb. vii. 25). To 

. know Christ as our Prophet, is to be instructed by Him, and to sit at Hie 
feet, even as Mary did (Luke x. 39). To know Christ as our Lord, is to 
recognize that we are His property, and to submit ourselves wholly to 
His rule (John xiii. 13-1 7 ). To know Him as the Christ, is to receive 
Him to live and reign in us (Gal. ii. 20). 

3. CONSCIENCE Vorn OF OFFENCE : "I know nothing against my
self." (1 Cor. iv. 4, R.v.) The apostle did not mean to say that he 
had no faults and failings. As Trapp well says, " Paul, a chosen 
vessel, but yet an earthen vessel, knew well that he had hie cracks and 
his flaws, which God could easily find out.'' What the apostle said 
was that, as far as his consciousness went, he knew nothing against 
himself. To be able to honestly say this, there must be ( 1) implicit 
obedience to the Word of God, (2) initiation in the ways of God, (3) 
instruction in the will of God, and (4) intimate fellowship with God 
alone. 

Sll1lderland. F. E. MARSH 
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" @ur @wn ~en " and thtir <iji!orlt 
XXXVII.-PABTOR WILLIAM HIGLETT, OF ALBION, BRISBANE, 

QUEENSLAND, 

PASTOR W. IlIGLETT, now 
of Albion, Brisbane, is cer

tainly one of "Our Own )fen," 
and the portrait gallery and 
biographical notices of " Our 
Alma Mater " would be lamen
tably incomplete if his place 
were left empty. He is already 
known to the readers of the 
Sword and Trou·el by his in
teresting contributions to the 
pages of the Magazine, and to 
many others he has endeared 
himself by his earnest work for 
the Master. 

Our brother's ancestors have 
no niche in the Temple of Fame, so it will not be needful to search 
the famil.v record for any trace of" Norman blood." He was born at 
Fulham Fields, London, in the year 1857; he is, therefore, "a 
citizen of no mean city ; " but it is men who make the city famous, 
not the city which makes men famous. Our friend was not for long 
a resident in London, but was removed to the neighbourhood of 
Tunbridge Wells. His elementary education was obtained at the 
National School,'Rusthall, which he attended until he was thirteen 
years of age, when he had to face the wider world in which he was to 
be of service to others. 

Finding his way back to London, he was installed as office boy 
with a Manchester firm; there he remained until, in course of time, he 
was placed in a position of trust, thus proving that he grew in the 
confidence of his employers. During his business career, he made 
good use of his spare time, and continued bis education by attending 
various evening classes. There he obtained, among other acquire
ments, a good knowledge of shorthand, which is often called into 
requisition in Brisbane, and brings him much labour, which he 
gratuitousl.v and gladly renders to the Baptist Association and the 
Ministers' Union. 

When Mr. Higlett had reached the age of eighteen, Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey conducted their first mission in London; and, as one of the 
multitude, he attended the services that were then held. The Holy 
Spirit applied the Word preached, the young hearer was convicted of 
sin, and saw his need of a Saviour, but for a time he did not realize 
for himself a saving interest in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ultimately, 
he came across Bonar's book, God's Way of Peace, and the reading of 
it brought pence to his soul. Like many others who were blessed. 
under the preaching of l\lr. Moody, he did not at once seek admission 
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into churc1-fellowship, for he was connected with the Church of 
Eng·IAnd, and probably Moody's services did not always fit in with 
the drift of things which there prevailed. The new convert found a 
home, for a time, in the Y.M:.C.A. (North-West Branch), and there 
hAgAn active work for the Saviour. His new-born zeal prompted him 
to ,isit the lodging-houses, and there to speak to the inmates of the 
Di.ine love which had won his own heart. He also testified for 
Christ in open-air services, and in a mission then carried on at 
Nutford Hall. Thus he entered on training for that which was to be 
his " vocation " in life. 

About this time, the subject of Christian baptism was brought 
under the notice of our brother, and a study of the Scriptures re
lating to this matter enabled him to see the way of God more 
perfectly. In the Word of God, he saw believers' baptism only, and 
felt that it became him to follow the teaching and example of his 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. This caused his severance from the 
Church of England; and, in September, 1876, at the age of nineteen, 
he was immersed by the late Pastor J. 0. Fellowes at Trinity Chapel, 
John Street, Edgware Road. His previous training in Christian 
work was now turned to good account, and his gift in public speaking 
led friends to urge upon him the desirability of devoting himself to 
the work of the ministry. 

Mr. Higlett entered the Pastors' College in August, 1879, being 
then twenty-two years of age. He availed himself to the full of 
the benefits of the College, remaining for nearly three years. As is 
the custom of the more active-minded among the students, he con
ducted services frequently, and for eighteen months acted as student
pastor of the church at Cheam, Surrey; during that time, fourteen 
persons were immersed on profession of their faith in Jesus. Early 
in the year 1882, communications were sent to the Pastors' College 
from Toowoomba, Queensland, asking for a man to take up the work 
there. The church was then in a very low condition, numbering 
only 37 members, and the encouragement offered was mostly in 
the form of service to be rendered; but Mr. Higlett responded to the 
request of the ever-beloved President that he would go, and in May, 
I 882, he set forth for Queensland. Toowoomba proved a somewhat 
difficult field of service, and our brother had to take up varied forms 
of effort in his own congregation, and in the township generally. 
Open-air preaching was largely carried on, as also labours abundant 
in connection with societies and institutions such as abound in all 
Queensland towns. 

After eight years' service, the result was cheering, though not all 
that our friend desired. There were 64 baptisms during his pastorate; 
and when he left, the membership had risen to 84. A debt of £200 
was cleared off, and the property was considerably improved. When 
the public of Toowoomba knew of the approaching departure of Mr. 
Iliglett from among them, they gave ample evidence of the esteem 
in which he was held, and he left accompanied by various pleasing 
testimonials, and followed by many good wishes and prayers. 

In 189(J, our brother took up work at Albion, under the auspices of 
the Jireh Baptist Church. The Rev. J. Kingsford was unable to give 
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sufficient care to this mission, and hence an efficient assistant was 
sought and found. Mr. Higlett soon gathered a number of fri,cmrls 
togeth_er, and fo!med a ch~rch which swarm~d off with 3() members 
Since its format10n, 35 believers have been immersed, and there are 
now 58 members. The church has for some time become self-support
ing, and has enlarged the accommodation for worshippers. A new 
building for the infant school has been erected, and all the work is 
free from debt, Pastor Higlett was elected President of the Baptist 
Association of Queensland 1885-6, and has served the churches in 
manifold labours as Secretary of the Association, from I 890 until the 
present time, He is also one of the Editors of_ The f?ueensland Baptis~. 
This is a record of one of " Our Own Men "which will surely be grati
fying to all who have known our brother, and should abundantly justify 
the existence of the Pastors' College, which may God prosper 
continually ! With hearty greetings to our present beloved President, 
and all the brotherhood, this sketch is sent across the waves to the 
dear homeland. 

Foots Cray. 

W. WHALE. 

BE still, my heart, 'tis God who speaks, 
His Word cannot be broken ; 

And he may sleep in peace who trusts 
The promise He has spoken. 

Though hills may fall, and mountains move, 
His truth for aye abideth ; 

Who anchors in Eternal Love, 
The wildest storm outrideth. 

Be still, my heart, bid sorrow flee, 
Nor let thy troubles fret thee; 

For, rest assured, it cannot be 
That He should e'er forget thee. 

Dost thou not know that God, thy King, 
Nor slumbereth, nor sleepeth? 

Beneath the shadow of His wing, 
His own He safely keepeth. 

Who shall prevail to pluck thee thence? 
What harm can there assail thee ? 

The Lord of Hosts is thy defence, 
His arm will never fail thee. 

Me, from the love of His true heart, 
Nor death, nor hell sha!l sever ; 

For I am His, and He is mine, 
For ever-Yes! For ever. 

E. A. TYDl,:;\L\.N, 
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THERE are many pl~gue-spots in Manchester and Salford, and the 
City missionaries come upon strange and striking scenes; but 

through the power of the gospel, ~uch wo~k as theirs has its encouraging 
a8pects, and now Rnd then an oasis, sustamed by heavenly springs, shows 
itself even in the desert they are called to traverse. In proof of this 
!'tatrrnent, take the following affecting but delightful examples from one 
of the Annual Reports of the M:ission:-

In a squalid and repellent quarter, and in an old, dilapidated house, 
there lived a wood-seller, who was a drunkard as well as a widower, and 
who had an only daughter whose character he was quite incapable either 
of reading or appreciating. A City missionary, during one of his rounds, 
after making his way "through surroundings miserable and foul," 
knocked at the forbidding-looking door of the tumble-down tenement, 
when a child's voice, weak through illness, bade him "Come in." The 
room was one of the moEt wretched of its class ; for it was exceedingly 
dirty, and the pi~ces which littered the floor betrayed the business 
of the ahsent wood-cutter. Seated on a crazy ehair, and with her 
feet resting on her father's chopping-block,-the only two pieces 
of furniture in the room,-was a girl whose age hardly reached a 
dozen years, and as the visitor hitmelf remarked, "with a face the 
pure loveline8s of which I cannot describe.'' At the same time, she 
bore marks of being very ill. Was she all alone ? Where was her mother ? 
Her mother was dead, and her f,.ther was on his rounds selling wood. 
Had she no brothers or sisters? There was one brother; but not being 
able to agree with his drunken, quarrelsome father, the boy had gone off 
to make his way in the world on bis own account. Speaking according 
to bis own f~tliogs, the visit .. r enquired, '· You will be anxious to see 
father when he has got over his round?" But there was no answer 
until the interesting invalid was questioned further, and then she in
genuously conftssed that she would not be particularly anxious to 
sE-e him at all. "You see, he ofren gets with some men who drink, 
and comes home here drunk," she added. "Then he is very cross with 
me, and swrnrs at me, and I am very ill; but he says he is going to get me 
into the workhouse next week, and they won't swear at me there, or spea~ 
unkind v.-ord?, will they, think you ? '' "I think they won't, my child," 
was the reply, and then there was silence ;-the invalid sat bearing her 
pain wh:le the other stood looking upon her with tender pity. "Poor 
little one, yoars is a wretched lot,'' at length said the visitor, the 
sympathy of his he 1rt overflowing. To the man's astonishment, how
ever, the child confessed that she was not wretched; and then her 
beautiful young face became lit up with the light of Christian nope as 
she repeated, '' No, sir, I am not wretched.'' At first, such a confession, 
amid such surroundings, seemed almost ludicrous. What comfort did 
she pos~Ess amid such mi,ery ? "Well, sir," she eaid, "I think Jesus 
is my Friend, if nobody else is.'' Was it indeed s", that the Saviour 
had entered that squalid home, to take posse~sion of the child's heart, 
of which the drunken father did not know the worth? When asked 
for an explanation, the sick child related that her mother bad lain ill 
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for a long time; and when a Christian friend had come to read and 
prny with her, ~he (the daughter) had been wont to sit on a stool at the 
visitor's side, to take in all that he read and spoke abont the love ~nd 
suffering~ of Christ. " He persuaded me to go to the Ragged-school," 
continued the child, "and I kept going nntil I was too ill to go any 
longer." Then she quoted some of the ver~es fr,im her favourite hymn:-

" I think when I rend that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men, 

How He called little children like lambs to His fold ; 
I should like to have been with Him then.'' 

"Don't you think, eir, Jesus will be my Friend, and save me, and take 
me to Heaven, when I die?" she asked. "I am snre He will, my child," 
was the reply; and then the visitor read a portion about the New 
Jerusalem, where sickness, pain, and want would be unknown; and 
finally, with tears he prayed that the Saviour would place the little 
sufferer's head upon His own bosom. The prayer was answered; the 
days of trial were shortened; for, a few days later, this interesting child 
died in the Lord at the workhouse hospital. 

In a miserable house, in one of the lowest parts of the city, there 
lived a widow with several children, who was a hardened drunkard. She 
even drank the hard-earned wages of the eldest girl, and was actua11y 
desirous that the child should come down to the lowest state of degrada
tion, in order that the craving for drink might be more fully gratified. 
The woman is stated to have made night hideous by her drunken riot; 
but a Christian visitor read the Bible to the daughter, and the Word 
found a place in her heart. She showed great anxietf after the best 
things, and attended the missionary's service, although among the 
poorest of the people she appeared a9 the worst clothed. In order to 
remove her from surroundings in which it would have been almost 
impossible to keep her character untarnished, she was placed in an 
institution, and then went into respectable service in a Christian family, 
to whom she gave great satisfaction. The girl had been rescued from 
a fate worse than death; but all the time her terrible mother was not 
far away. The girl attended the meetings, ani on one occasion the 
drunken woman rushed in and threatened to kill her daughter. The 
friend who happened to be conducting the meeting was a strong man, 
however, and was quite equal to the emergency. "Do::i.'t be afraid, 
my dear,'' he quietly said to the child, and seizing the intruder in his 
iron grasp, he added, "Now be off with you, my girl, and I'll hold 
your mother till you are safe away." The girl was not allowed to come 
to that meeting any more; but she became a member of a church near 
to the house where she lived. To rescue a girl like that before she is 
contaminated by the gross iniquity around, is, indeed, worth a strong 
effort; for such characters commonly live to become a credit to their 
benefacto:-s. 

The history of little Johnny, the son of a drunken mother, was, in 
some respects, a counterpart of the story of the wood-cutter's daughter. 
The miserable garret in which he lived had straw for a bed, a tea-box 
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for II table, and three bricks for a seat. Johnny, who was a fine little 
fellow, was under nine years of age ; and although he had not been 
taught to attend the home of God, he went to the Ragged-school of hie 
own arcord, and was there led to put his trust in Christ as his Saviour. 
,lohnny fel] ill with 1mrnll-pox; and as he IAy on his straw-bed of suffer
ing, his mother, who w11s too drunken to know what she was about or 
how ill the child was, said to him, ''Cheer up, Johnny; sing me my

1

old 
favom ite, there's a good lad; Johnny, sing mother her old favourite." 
" What's that, mother ? " 11sked the child. " Sing me Rule Britannia," 
answered the woman. "Nay, mother, I can't sing you thal.,'' replied 
the dying scholar; "bot I'll try to sing you one l've learned at the 
Ragged-school.'' With all his remaining strength, the little sufferer 
raised himself on the straw, and began to sing,-

" I'm a little soldier, and only nine years old." 

This was his last effort in this world, however; for, before he came to 
the end of the fourth line of the first verEe, Johnny had gone to be 
with his Lord. What a dying testimony for such a subject of redeeming 
love to leave behind him ; and what a precious result of Ragged
school work! 

Jmlian Jnddrntss and Jllmdrationss. 
VI.-PRECIOUS PROMISES. 

BIKRA.MADITYA was a famous king, to whom all did honour. 
Among those who daily waited at the palace gates, was a sage 

named Santoseel, who ever brought for royal acceptance a lovely 
fruit Suspecting some evil design, his royal master constantly 
transferred the gift to his treasurer for preservation. But, one day, 
by accident, the fruit fell to the ground as the king was about to 
mount his steed. In a moment, all the courtiers stood spell-bound 
as they saw, between the cracks of the shell, the flashing of a 
magnificent gem. The king at once demanded an explanation, and 
the sage replied, "0 king! the law forbids us to appear before the 
throne empty-handed ; and if you examine all the fruit I have 
presented you will see a gem in every one." An expert was called, 
and when the whole collection was duly examined, each was 
pronounced to be of greater value than any money could buy. 
Ignorant of its preciousness, the recipient had stored away this wealth 
that might have yielded a thousand delights. 

Thus do believers often hide away in the treasure-house of memory 
many promises of God that are simply packed full of II the unsearch
able riches of Christ." Their possession is no boon till some stroke 
from God's hand, or some enlightenment from God's Spirit, reveals the 
secret of their wealth. Till then, no test that leads to a proper 
estimate of the value of God's preciousness is applied. 1'hen, every 
promise is seen to contain untold riches and blessing. 

ROBERT SPURGEON. 



®raqc12'11 ~duicr to t~e Jtudents ot the 
~asto1J ~ollege. 

(sITMMARY OF OPENING REMARKS AT THE ASSEMBLING AT r·oLLEGE, 
JANUARY, }886, REPORTED BY PASTOR JOHN HORNE, GLASGOW.) 

THINK not of the hours you are now spending in preparir·g 
for the ministry merely as hours, but as separate and important 

parts of your great life-work. A stone, set in a building, is no 
longer isolated; it is part of a whole. So view your hours, not as 
isolated particles of Time, but as vital necessities of your life-work, 
and associated with Eternity. 

Do not be impatient for results; but, all the same, look for them, 
and work for them. While not fretting at the lack of outward success, 
it is good to feel dissatisfied if you do not attain it. 

Work to the end of your task. Do not slack off. Put your plough 
in the furrow, and go straight to the bottom of the field. Many miss 
success by giving in too easily. Remember that every gain has its 
tax, and you must pay it. 

In your preaching, do not forget that you have not to search for a 
gospel. You have one,-clear, distinct, and abiding. God does not 
change; He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; it is, there
fore, reasonable and natural that His gospel should also be unchange
able. Be not as men lost in the mists and uncertainties of twilight ; 
but as those who walk in the day-time, with a full sun shining over
head. 

In this College we do not put our trust in scholastic distinctions or 
academical honours ; but in the Spirit of the Lord. While, therefore, 
you do all in your power to secure a sound education, we trust that 
you will place conspil:uous emphasis on the unction of the Divine 
Spirit. No college or university can give you that; but without it, 
the finest scholarship or academical training will never make you 
"fishers of men." 

Remember this, brethren, there are three things necessary to the 
success of any community, college, or church. First, clear ideas. 
Confusion of thought is disastrous. Second, these ideas held univer
sally. Dissension means disintegration. Third, these ideas must 
regulate the life of the community. One of the things most fatal to 
spiritual well-being and progress is the possession of principles without 
the practice. 

~nnmtl ~eding oj the fmstors' ~0Ue9e. 
ADDRESSES BY PASTORS THOMAS AND CHARLES SPURGEON. 

ON Thursday evening, November 26th, the annual meeting of the Pastors' 
College was held in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. An unusually 

numerous company met for tea in the school-room and lecture-hall, and 
the congregation was largely augmented for the public meeting, at which 
the chair was occupied by the President, PASTOR THOMAS SPURGEON. 
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After the Op(lning hymn, pre.yer we.s presented by Mr. Willie.m Olney; e.nd 
th,:,n the che.1rme.n, who had e. most enthusie.stic reception from the ve.st 
Rndience, read the ne.mes of the 20 students who have completed their course 
~ince t.he le.~t e.nnue.l meeting, e.nd reported that 9JJ brethren he.d been 
ednoRtcd in the College,---exclusive of the J5 now in the Institution, The 
statist.icRl returns from the pe.stors are by no means complete · but as far 
as they hRve been received, they record the be.pti~m of more 'than '11s 000 
believers, on profession of their faith in Christ, The Pl'esident next ~ead 
the following important statement:-

1:he _unl_ooked-for events of the le.st Conference resulted, as you know, in 
an mntation from the Trustees to the Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
to the Presidency of the Pastors' College. That invitation I felt bound to 
accept; and having done so, I ventured to suggest that my beloved brother 
should be associated with m~ as Vic~-President. To this the Board readily 
assented, and I gladly testify to his hearty co-operation e.nd invaluable 
aid. 

It is a pleasing coincidence that the present Presidents of the College 
were born the same year as the College itself. They are therefore ee.ch forty 
years of e.ge. The late revered President said of his first-born (the College):
.' When it we.s commenced, I had not even a remote idea of whereunto it 
would grow,"-and certainly it had not then entered into his head that his 
twin-babes would eventually be associated in its management. 

I publicly thank the Trustees for conferring on us this high e.nd holy 
honour, and you dear friends for endorsing their action by your presence 
e.nd your gifts. I have endeavoured to set about this task in the spirit 
which 11.Dime.ted the beloved Founder, e.nd to that end I have refreshed 
my memory by diligently reading his own Reports of this work. 

I have noted the self-sacrifice he displayed from first to le.et; e.nd I, for 
my part, desire that this service, so long e.s it is mine, shall be entirely a 
labour of love_ I have read e.nd re-read his clear e.nd clarion statements 
as to doctrine.I basia, and I can honestly subscribe to every item in the 
College creed, than.king God that it has a creed in these days of creedless 
charity! 

M:e.rk these words, for instance :-" The College started with e. definite 
doctrinal be.sis. I never affected to leave great questions as moot points 
to be discussed in the He.11, and believed or not believed e.s might be the 
fashion of the hour. The creed of the College is well known, 11.Dd we 
invite none to enter who do not accept it. Heresy in colleges means false 
doctrine throughout the churches; to defile the fountain, is to pollute 
the streams." 

I have noted also that C. H. Spurgeon thought more of spiritual growth, 
and preaching power, than of mere academic distinction. Thus he wrote:
" Scholarship, for its own sake, we.s never taught, e.nd never will be, within 
the Pastors' College; but to help men to become efficient preachers he.s 
been, e.od ever will be, the sole aim of e.ll those concerned in its me.ne.ge
ment. I she.11 not, in order to increase our prestige, refuse poor men, or 
zealous young Christians whose early education has been neglected. Pride 
would suggest that we take 'a better class of men,' but experience shows 
that they are not better, that diamonds may be found in the rough, e.nd 
that some who need most pains in the polishing reward our labour a 
thousand fold. My friends will stand by me in my desire to aid the needy 
but pious brother, and we shall rejoice together e.s we see the ploughman, 
the fisherman, and the mechanic taught the way of God more perfectly, 
aud enabled, through Divine grace, to proclaim in the le.ngue.ge of, the 
people the sal ve.tion of our God." 

These a.re my own sentiments, and I, for one, would rather that the 
College should cease to be than that it should fail of this high purpose. 
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In August 111st, it w11s my privilege to extend ft welcome to eighteen new 
brethren, 1rnrl my joy waR not a little deepenecl by the fact thR.t thR.t welcome 
WBR given on the historic ground of "Westwood," where, in response to 
my ever-de11r mother's invitation, the students re-assembled. 

I h11ve not yet had all the opportunity I could wish, of viewing the 
intern111 working of the College, and of cultivating personal acquaintance 
with the men ; yet I am glad to bear witness to the spiritual and earnest 
tone which pervades alike the tutors and the taught. During my summer 
hoiirlay each of the students, at the suggestion of the Vice-President, 
wrote t~ their President, and, by means of letters which I shall ever prize 
for their evident esteem and prayerful interest, I came into touch with all 
the brethren. Some of them are already engaged in proclaiming the glad 
tidings; others are well-nigh re!-'dy to launch out into the deep of pastoral 
life and service,-a few have qmte recently done so ;-and one and all are, I 
e.m persuaded, resol_ved to preach the old gospel until a better one comes 
to light, and that will never be. 

Brethren and sisters, will you pray for us ? 
Brethren and sisters, will you support us in our holy undertaking ? 
Brethren and sisters, will you to-night rejoice with us as we see the 

pleasure of the Lord prospering in our hands ? 

The President's address was punctuated at almost every sentence by the 
approving cheers of the great congregation ; and, in closing, he said :
" I have now gre11.ter joy than I can well express in asking the Vice
President, my own dear brother, to address you." 

PASTOR ClllRLES SPURGEON, who had as hearty a welcome as had been 
accorded to the President, said :-

My honour to-night is great, but my responsibility is greater. I spent 
two years of very happy student life within the walls of this dear College 
of ours ; and standing before you now, with the many memories of the 
past,-as once it was my delight to sit at the feet of my beloved fe.ther, 
and to hear his words of wisdom, love, and grace,-! can hardly recognize 
the fact that I e.m associated with my brother in connection with this 
College in the cape.city of Vice-President. My dear brother has most 
wisely and well referred to the Founder of the College,-though I think 
he would not have called himself the Founder; he said that God created 
it, and gave it to him, saying, " Take this child, and nurse it for Me." He 
could not help taking his part in carrying on the College, for the Lord was 
with him from the very first. 

I also had noted the fa.et that we are of equal age to-night,-the Presi
dent, and the Vice-President, and the Pastors' College, for, e.we.y back in 
1856, one student was received, and now we have reached 1,010. Truly, the 
responsibility of this work is great. 

Brethren and sisters, pray for us in this onerous task to which God has 
called us. We have here, by force of example, by the choice of wise words, 
and, I trust, by the influence which comes of the Holy Spirit, to mould men 
whom God will greatly use to His own glory in the days to come. A wrong 
impression by the thumb of the potter upon the plastic clay must mar the 
vessel; and we have oommitted to us, in the name of our risen Redeemer, 
some such task as the potter has to perform, for we are to help in fashioning 
vessels meet for the Master's use. 

I wish to assure all the Tabernacle folk, and all others who are concerned, 
t~e.t I a~so, like my dear brother, am going to iollow closely upon the old 
lines le.id down by my beloved father. I do not suppose the President 
would have suggested my name for the office of Vice-President if he had 
not been pretty sure that I should be bee.rt and soul with him in this matter. 

3 
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The College hsd the 8Rme father thst we had, and we think that the son A of 
thE' College ought to follow the sons of the father, especially as we hope to 
l,•Rd the men just where he himself went before. We know that, from 
tnt.ors and students alike, there still goes forth a clear and well-defined 
declaration of their simple belief in 0-od's Word. We are not going to 
cban~e our c~&rt;_ we h~ve steered1 thus fn.r,.safe from rocks and shoals, by 
heedrng the directions given to us m the Scriptures, and we do not intend 
to alter our course. We are resolved still to maintain a very firm hold 
upon the fundamental doctrines of the gospel ;-you may call them Cal
nni8m, if you like, or Spurgeonisru ;-but we mPan those truths which were 
believed an~ taught_ b:Y'. our. dear father. We are going to run the College 
on the old Imes, behevmg m the blood of the atonement, and in justifica
tion by faith, and regeneration by the power of the Holy Ghost ; and we 
all believ1>, of course, in baptism by immersion. As men bailing from the 
Pastors' College, we are going still to have a passion for souls· we will 
throw everything else aside so long as we can get that burning ze

1

al which 
consumed our Master, and which will impel us to go forth to rescue the 
perishing. 

We are going to believe more than ever, God helping us, in the 
power of the gospel to accomplish the eternal purpose of Jehovah; we do 
not want the culture, and the learning, and the education, of which some 
make so much, if thereby we are hindered and hampered in our work of 
snatching the brands from the burning. We would prefer to go back to 
our businesA, though we were blacksmiths or fishermen, if so we might 
better win souls for Christ, rather than don the cap and gown of the college 
er the university, and miss the joy of winning men for our Master. As 
far as my brother and myself a.re concerned,-and I know that I only echo 
the sentiments of our co-workers,-we a.re not going to make doubters in 
the College ; we shall even dare to dogmatize, and to speak what wP. 
believe because we have found it in the Word of God, and to take our stand 
upon that impregnable rock in the face of the critics and all who would 
fa.in censure us. 

In closing his address, the Vice-President appealed for continued support 
for the College, (1) for Christ's sake, (2) for the dear Founder's sake, a.nd(3) 
for the sons' sake. 

Professor Marchant congratulated the President an:i Vice-President upon 
their election to their high and honourable offices, and testified to the healthy 
and encouraging condition of the work of the College. The next speaker 
was Pastor Ja.mes Stephens, M.A. (of Highgate Road), and in introducing 
him, the President said:-" During the present term, he has been delivering 
to the students a course of theological lectures, and I am glad to be able to 
announce that he has kindly undertaken to do so for a further term. Mr. 
Stephens, I think, needs no introduction to you; but if he did, it would be 
a sufficient recommendation to a Tabernacle audience to remind you that he 
stood shoulder to shoulder with our 111.te dear Pastor and President when 
faithful friends were all too few." After heartily reciprocating the sentiments 
expressed by the chairman, Mr. Stephens gave a powerful exposition of 
Paul's charge to Timothy, which he believed wa~ an exact description of 
the aim of the Pastors' College:-" The thingij that thou hast heard of 
me among many witnesses, the same commit thon to faithful men, who 
shall be able to tea.eh others also." 

Two of the students spoke, a collection-a.mounting to £32,-was taken 
for the College, and then the President delivered his wise, weighty, and 
witty lecture on " Pins and N eedles,"-or at least as much of it as the 
lateness of the hour permitted. It was a fitting conclusion to one of the 
most successful annual meetings held in connection with the College. 
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~atius off Joohs. 
lnY eook reviewed or a.dverll■ed In 1h11 Ma.ga.zlne wlll be rorwa.rded by ■eHr■ . Pa■■mor 

a.nd Alaba.1ter on reoelpl or Po■la.l Order ror the published price. 

Afrtropolitan 'l'aficrnacle Pnlpit. Vol. 
XLII. By c. H. SPURGEON. 
Passmore and Alabaster. Pric., 
seven shillings. 

SHORTLY after the present Magazine 
is in our readers' hands, the regular 
wePkly issue of Mr. Spurgeon's Ser
mons will reach No. 2,500. The be
loved preacher himself thought it was 
11, cause for grateful thanksgiving to 
God when he was able to is9ue that 
memorable discourse," No. 2,000; or 
Healing by the Stripes of J esus.'1 
Nine years have passed since then, and 
five of those years he has spent in 
glory ; yet bis printed Sermons con
tinue to be read and circulated even 
more widely than when he was with 
us here, and those who study them 
most closely feel that, in the whole 
series, none excel those now being 
published week by week. The annual 
volume would make a choice present 
for any clergyman or minister or 
Christia.n friend. 

Light from the Land of the Sphinx. 
By H. FORBES WITHERBY. Elliot 
Stock. 

A MAGNIFIOENT present for a Christian 
minister or other student of the Scrip
tures. With over 200 illustrations 
and 320 pages of letterpress, quarto 
size, the published price of 12s 6d. is 
none too much. In brief, the book 
relates the story of the Exodus as 
recorded by Moses, beginning with a 
description of Egypt in the time of 
the captivity, tracing the means by 
which Moses was fitted to become 
Israel's deliverer, and the various 
stages by which the Lord prepared 
the way for the emancipation of His 
people and the overthrow of their 
op~ressors, tracking the pilgrims in 
their ~~sert ~arc_h, and entering into 
the spmtual s1g111ficance of the rites 
an~ ceremonies of the Mose.io dispen
sation. The very copious Index and 
Synopsis make this portly volume 
additionally valuable. 

If 12s. Gd. is more than the generous 
deacon can afford to give for his New 

Yee.r's present to his pastor, he r,an 
procure for 7s. 6d. The llln,trat,rl !Jibl-, 
TrwBnry, edited by WILLIAM WRIGHT, 
D.D., and published by Messrs. Nelson 
an~ S?ns in their usual excellent style. 
'.l'h•s 1s e. v'?lume of "Bible Helps" 
mdeed ! With more than 350 illus
tre.tions, a new Concordance to the 
Authorized and Revised Versions 11, 

new indexed Bible Atlas, a.nd a v~st 
ma~s of i~formation on almost every 
topic tendrng to throw light upon the 
Scriptures, this work should be of 
untold value to the diligent Bible
student. We are deeply indebted to 
J?r. Wri_ght for this choice compila.
t10n, which ought to ha.v<> an immense 
circulation. 

Men who Win; or, Making Things 
Happen. By WILLIAM M. THAYER. 
Nelson and Sons. 

THE first of the seventeen sketches in 
this volume is entitled, " Charles 
He.ddon Spurgeon: Pastor." We hope 
the other sixteen chapters in the book 
are more accurate than this one which 
abounds in most absurd mistakes. It 
e.ppears to have been very carelessly 
compiled from one of the many 
unauthorized and unreliable " bio
graphies" of our late beloved Editor. 
We cannot spa.re the space for a tithe 
of the corrections that ought to be 
~a.de ; b~t as a specimen of the many 
maccurac1es, we quote one of Mr. 
Thayer's statements:-" The church 
at Fetter Lane called his ( that is, 
C. H. Spurgeon's) father to its pas
torate, where he remained, a neigh
bour to the great preacher, until he 
died in 1876." The italics a.re ours 
for Mr. Spurgeon's father is still 
living as we write in 1896 ! 

Otit of His Fiilness. By Rev. ANDREW 
MURRAY, Nisbet and Co. 

FIFTEEN addresses delivered at the 
Northfield Conference and the Toronto 
Convention by this eminent servant 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is im
possible, in a devout frame of mind, 
to read Mr. Murray's writings with
out being spiritually profited. 
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Among the later annuals, The 
Fire.•idr (" Home Wor<ls" Office) is 
both season11.ble and wPlcorue. Bright 
within 11,nd without, it will give 
additional homflliness and cheerful
ness to many another " fireside " this 
winter-time. There is a singnlBr slip 
on page Gi5, where Tom Hood's well-
1.-nown lines on "November" are 
attributed to "ANOX." 

The Hnnd nnd Henri volume, from 
the same office, is BS full as usual of 
the good things Mr. Bullock delights 
to provide for -bis readers. 

From Mr. George Stoneman come 
two annuals, Sunshine and Childhood. 
With tsst.eful covers, abundant 
illustrations, and many short stories, 
puzzles, etc., they will bring "sun
shine" to the " childhood " of many, 
and also help to lead the children to 
Him who is the Sun of righteousness. 

" Our 011;11 Magazine," the organ of 
The Children's Special Service Mission, 
13a, Warwick Lane, is one of the 
most valuable monthlies and annuals, 
for its aim is to lead the boys and 
girls to the Saviour, and to further 
instruct them in Scripture truth after 
they have been converted. It cannot 
be commended too highly. 

Early Days annual, from the 
Wesleyan Methodist Book Room, is 
an improvement upon former issues, 
but it is still a long way behind the 
Magazines for children published else
where. Surely, this is the one 
direction in which our Wesleyan 
friends are not thoroughly up-to
date. 

Messrs. Snow and Co. send us the 
second volume of the new series of 
J't.'ew8 f rum .Afar, and also GleaningB 
from Mauy Fieldli, both ably edited 
by Rev. GEORGE CousINs. Though 
dealing we.inly with the work of the 
Londou Mi.sbionary l::!ociety, both 
volumes will help to stimulate zeal in 
the general cause of foreign missions. 

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton 
have issued The Miniater'B Diary for 
1897, at 2s. or ~s. It appears to make 
provision for all the records of work, 
etc., which miuisters usually need to 
preserve; but we wonder whether it 
will wake all who possess it prompt 
i11 1mswering the letters they receive! 

The Bnptist A lmrmadi for 18!J7 
(Robnt Banks n.nd Son) has for its 
fronti~piece an n.rlmirnble photo
portrait of our Broth<,r John Wilson, 
whose work in the new Woolwich 
Tabernacle is symp"thetically cle
scribcd. Thfl Almane.ck contains e. 
great mass of information interesting 
to B11.ptists, and iR well worth the 
twopence or fourpence charged for it. 

Faithful Woi·d.9 for Old and Yonng 
(.A.lfred Holness) ma.inte.ins its char
acter as e.n illustrated Evangelical 
me.gezine that may be put into the 
hands of readers of all ages with the 
assure.nee the.t they will find nothing 
within its pages out of harmony with 
its title. " Faithful words" m"y not 
always be pleasing, but they a.re profit
able, which is far more important. 

Among the many boolclets lately 
received, the three following are 
worthy of special mention:-

Sea/ arers from the Land of the 
Riaing Sun, by MiRs M. McLEAN 
(Passmore e.nd Ale.baster, pa.per covers, 
6d.; cloth, ls.), is au intere9ting ac
coUDt of an invalided missionary 
lady's labours among somA of the 
multitudes of foreign sailors who visit 
our modern Babylon, London. 

The Ideal Church, by Rev. Z. T. 
DowEN1 M.D, F.G.S. (Allenson, 6d.), 
is an enlargement of the valuable 
po.per read by the author at one of 
the meetings of the London Baptist 
Ass :>cie.tion. 

A Lette1· to the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone, by JOSEPH FLORY (Robert 
Banks and Son, 4d.), is e. i:e.mphlet 
in which the writer plainly shows the 
unscripturalness of the venerable 
statesman's "theory of children holy 
from their birth." 

Emptied,-for New Year Replenishing. 
By SOPHIA M. NuaENT. Singing 
and Serving. By Rev. CHARLES A. 
Fox. What ahall I Wear J By 
Rev. E. W. MOORE, M.A. Marali 
to Elim. By WILLIAM FRITH. 
Partridge and Co. 

FouR New Year addresses, one penny 
each. Far beyond all the rest in 
spiritual value is the one we he.ve p~t 
first,-Miss Nugent's Emptied. It JJ 
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l'ne of sermon rne.terie.l, e.nd the 
e. Ill h d h h 'ROlln,l note at t e en s ows ow ~f ;tinotly it is e. gift from the Lord. 

1, ldit's Bntton. ls. Dwell Deep; or, 
e}Jild,t Thorn's Life Story. 2s. By 
the Author of "!'robable Sons." 
Religious Tract Society. 

TJIE fact the.t these two books a.re 
f om the pen of the gifted author of 
} Probable Sons " will secure for them 
e, host of readers. Dwell Deep is ver_Y 

uch after the usual style of sem1-
:1igious love-stories ; but Teddy's 
Button is e. gem of the first water. 
To our mind, it excels even "Probcible 
Sons " e.nd that we should he.ve 
thou'ght to be impossible if_ we he.d 
not ree.d it. Wherever there 1s a. boy 
or girl in the family of a.ny of our 
readers, there we should like Teddy's 
Button to go, to me.ke other young 
heroes e.s brave for Christ e.s that 
little son of the de11d soldier '!e.s. 

Gwen and Gwladys. By W. REEB, 
D.D. Elliot Stock. 

" ADMIRABLE ! Fine ! Ce.pite.l idea. 
to have printed them ! " 'J'.hese were 
the involuntary excla.ma.t1ons the.t 
escaped us after dipping into the 
chapters of this distinctively Welsh 
story. We a.re not surprised e.~ the 
sensation they ea.used when published 
serially in e. native journal, e.nd .feel 
sure they will be heartily welcomed 
by Engli~h readers, too. Their sturdy 
defence of Bible truth e.nd robust 
Nonconformity a.re too re.re in story
books, and ought _to commend them 
to those who ea.re httle for the e.vere.ge 
religious fiction of the du.y. 

The che.ra.cters here portrayed a.re 
doubtless from the life, and will 
remind readers of their counterparts 
in many a.n English village. Bright, 
sparkling, re.cy sketches;suffused with 
true godliness, they will help to 
establish all who read them in lofty 
principle and steadfast consistency. 
" Breezes from the Welsh Hills" 
might well serve as e. sub-title. 

The Little Marie. By BRIDA WALKER. 
Elliot Stock. 

A. STORY with e. two-fold ohe.rm, for 
while it narrates some of the terrible 

incidents of the last Franco-German 
wa.r, it e.lso records me.ny of the 
trophies of grace won for Christ by 
the McAll Mission in "the land of 
Calvin e.nd Volte.ire." ·The more of 
such helpful tales, the better. 

Swgule.rly enough, the Religious 
Tre.ct Society h&S published another 
story of the.t e.wful time of ce.rne.ge, 
Hester Lavenham, by HELEN H. WAT· 
BON, in which the experiences of e. 
young English girl in Pe.ris during 
the horrors of the siege e.nd the Com
mune a.re gre.phice.lly portrayed. 

A Book of Short Stories, by TAL
BOT BAINES REED (Religious 'l'ract 
Society), forms No. 21 of the Boys' 
Own Bookshelf Series. It is a. collec
tion of fourteen of this popular 
writer's stories, with a.n interesting 
biogre.phica.l sketch by Mr. G . .A.. 
HUTCHISON. The many youthful 
readers of these lively chapters will 
mourn that their friend e.nd enter
tainer is no longer here to give his 
life-like descriptions of school-boy 
a.ad other adventures. The price of 
the volume is he.lf-e.-crown. 

Another book e.t the se.me price, 
issued bv the same publishers, is en
titled, The First False Step, by Rev. 
R. G. SoANs, B.A. A story of school
life, it will please hosts of youthful 
readers of both sexes ; and it is to be 
hoped the.t it will help to preserve 
them from ta.king the " false step " 
which ea.used such sorrow to the hero 
of the tale. 

Still another school-story,- Tl,e 
Bickerton Medal, by SKELTON K1:P
PORD,-(Rtiligious Tre.ct Society, :k). 
The author's actual or assumed ne.me 
suggests "skeleton in the cupboard," 
but the ta.le concerns " e. medal in a 
den." How it got there. e.nd whttt 
we.s its earlier e.nd le.ter history, will 
be best learned from the book itself. 

Another two-shillin{? storv-book -
The SpaniBh Oo1isin, by F.B. FORESTER 
(se.me publishers),-tells_ of a. young 
Spe.nie.rd, of good faw1ly, who rau 
a.way from school, escaped _to En_glaud, 
met with e. good Same.nte.n Ill the 
person of e. medical student, e.t. who~e 
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wedding he w11.s "bost me.n ", 11.nd 
took less<1n~ for his own entry into 
the wedded stRte. Such is the b11.re 
0ut.line of the story, of which the 
filling-in is capitally done. 

011r Feathery Folk. By MARGARET 
HA YCRA l'T. Religious Tract Society. 

A SHILLING illustr11.ted book of" Sun
day ch11.ts" from which children may 
lee.m much about the birds of our 
own and other climes, and about Him 
who made them e.11. 

The Way of U,e World at S·a. By 
W. J. GORDON. Religious Tract 
Society. 

IN our island home, dependent so 
largely in e. thousand ways upon the 
sea, such a book as this must be 
penne.nently interesting, not only to 
our boys and girls, but to their pe.rents 
as well. The pe.instaking author he.s 
given, in this fully-illustre.tedeighteen
penny volume, all that we need wish 
to know about our merche.nt shipping 
and plee.sure ere.ft. 

The Three Homes. A Te.le for F1Lthers 
and Sons. By F. W. FARRAR, D.D. 
Cassell e.nd Co. 

0:NE of the mll.Ily gifts of the Dean of 
Canterbury is the art of writing a 
good story for boys. This volume, 
originally published anonymously, has 
already passed through many edi
tions ; e.nd now that the authorship 
is announced, it will probably go 
through ma.ny more. It is full of life 
and incident, and fine breezy moral 
tesching, and leaves that sense of en
nobling influence that so many story
books fail to produce. The only point 
of weakness is, that the characters 
introduced are nearly all wealthy or 
aristocratic, and this may limit its 
appeal; but, allowing for that small 
drawback, it is still a splendid book 
for boys, and for their sisters, too. 
Many an eye will flash with glad 
excitRment, this Christmas-time, in 
reading this admirable story ; and its 
fruit can only be to strengthen 
righteous resolvlol, and to fortify 
against sin. We warmly commend it 
as among the best possible gifts for 
a wide-awake and all-alive youth. 

Messrs. Nelson e.nd Sons have sent 
us 11. fnrther lar~e supply of their new 
slary-l>ooks. Like those previously 
mentioned, they 11.re e.11 worthy of the 
highest commendation for the quality 
of the paper, printing, illustre.tions, 
and binding ; e.nd we think we me.y 
also say the.t, in every inste.nce, the 
contents of the volumes e.re eque.l to 
the taste and skill disple.yed in their 
publication. 

First on the list is e. choice present for 
iony boy or girl,-EVELYN EVERETT
GREEN·s Young Pioneers,-a thrilling 
te.le of e. persecuted French fe.mily, of 
two hundred years ago, who joined 
Le. Se.lle in seeking to found a new 
France on the shores of the mighty 
Mississippi. Stories of love e.nd war 
e.re stre.ngely blended with the records 
of the "Home of Pee.ce " established 
by Father Fritz e.mong the friendly 
Indians. The volume is published e.t 
five shillings. 

The same sum will purchase Dr. 
GORDON -STABLES' stirring story,
Every Inch a Sailor. If mother wants 
her J e.ck, Tom, or He.rry to pine for-

" A life on the ocean we.ve, 
A home on the rolling deep," 

let her arre.nge with "Se.n ta Claus" to 
present this ree.lly splendid book to 
her boy, and we ce.n e.lmost promise 
the.t the charm will work, and he, too, 
will be "every inch e. sailor." The 
title e.nd the author's high repute e.s 
a writer e.re e. sufficient guare.ntee 
the.t the volume is one that our young 
folk will read age.in and e.ga.in if ever 
it comes into their he.nds. 

For 3s. 6d., pa.rents can obte.in an 
equally fe.scinating work, - F.RED. 
WHIBHAW'S Harold the Norseman,
that He.rold He.e.rd~aada, King of 
Norway, who we.s conquered by our 
English He.raid, who in his turn we.s 
overcome by Willie.m the Norman. 

If Solomon had lived to-day, he 
might he.ve said, " Of the me.king of 
me.ny books by EVELYN EVERETT
GREEN, there is no end." We scarcely 
remember how me.ny of her stories 
we he.ve seen e.lree.dy this year, yet 
here is another, - Squib and his 
Friends, -a charming description of a 
little child who could te.me a fierce 
Russian wolf-hound or a fractious 
horse, and who me.de friends with 
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everybody. This is a "squib" tbo.t 
ught to " go off " even better than 

~liose that are lighted to help us to
" Remember, remember, 

The fifth of November." 
The price of this literary treasure is 
only 2s. 6d. 

Our spaoe is _exhausted, so. we can 
only just mentwn the remo.mder of 
Messrs. Nelson's books :-Bonny; or, 
Ji'aithful unto Death, by ADELA 
FRAN0ES MoUNT (2s.); Joclc o' th' 
Beach, and Black Gull Rocle, a Tale of 
the Cornish Wreclctrs, by MORICE 
GERARD (ls. 6d. each); and A Child 
of the Mews, by M. B. SYNGE (ls.). 

The Christian Literature Company, 
Edinburgh and London, sends us a 
packet of Gospel Darts, at four
pence per 100, also a packet of Culls 
to Surrender, consisting of twenty-five 
assorted tracts at the same price. 

Judiciously handled, these darts and 
tracts are likely to prove useful. We 
should not advise anyone to offer the 
de.rt entitled "Dirty Dishes " unless 
he w11s prepared to do.rt off at less 
than a moment's notice. Though 
Scriptural, the two-edged sword of 
the Spirit requires skilful handling, or 
it may wound those who try to wield 
it. The "Hot Foot" de.rt we have 
seen in another connection, which 
makes us doubt its authenticity. 
We prefer the tracts to the darts. 

Across Siberia on the Great Post-road. 
By CHARLES WENYON1 M.D. C. H. 
Kelly. 

ON a winter's evening, in a cosy cor
ner, beside a glowiDg fire, one might 
easily become so absorbed in this book 
as to forget all about bed-time. What 
a journey is here described ! When 
the traveller thought he must surely 
have covered at least half the distance 
between the Pacific Ocean and the 
Urals, he still had some five thousand 
miles to traverse. What stories Dr. 
~enyon has to tell of people who live 
Ill log houses with windows made of 
ice instead of glass; who make their 
tee. from " bricks" and their bread 
from rye-flour and powdered pine
bark; and who, when they want a 
wash, get into the oven when it is 
sufll.cien!ly cool, and after being 
soaked m fers.piration long enough, 

come out and rub tbemselveR with a. 
handful or two of Rnow, and are th,1s 
made clean and supple for at leB.st 
half-e.-yeo.r ! These are the people 
who keep the sacred festive.I of Easter 
by devoutly (!) getting drunk, and 
who have such faith (or credulity1 in 
religious ceremonies that they carry 
their babies to church every Sunday 
until they are twelve months old, and 
feed them there with a mixture of 
bread e.IJd wine, and drive their 
cattle and sheep and horses and pigs 
and dogs to a religious service once 
every year ! The book is bee.utifull1 
printed, and tastefully bound, and is 
enriched with numerous engravings 
and photogre.vures, a map of Siberia, 
and a portrait of the author. 

We have seen a copy of The New 
IlluBtrattd International Teachers' 
Bible now being offered at half-price 
by the manager of the London Bible 
We.rehouse, 53, Paternoster Row, and 
can heartily recommend it toa.11 who !I.re 
needing such an edition of the Scrip
tures either for a present or for their 
own use. It is strongly bound in 
French Le-vo.nt norocco, and in addi
tion to the Old and New Testaments 
contains between three and four 
hundred po.g£s of " Aids to Biblical 
Study.'' The volume is very cheap B.t 
6s. 6d., the price for which it will be 
forw~rded, post free, on application 
to the manager at the above address. 

The Religious Tract Society has 
issued a large coloured plan of 
Jerusalem in the Time of our Lord, 
with cardboard models of the walls 
and principal gates. It will afford 
both interest and instruction to young 
people to cut out and fasten together 
the different parts of the model, and 
arrange them in their proper position 
on the plan. The price is 2s. 6d. 

Ed11cate our ,llothers. By MRS. 
PEARSALL SMITH. Nisbet and Co. 

WISDOM and true sympathy bre11the 
in every line of this delightful booklet; 
and, for a shilling, no published 
treatise of which we know could be 
found so suitable for young wives, or 
indeed for wives of 1my age. Mothers 
might richly profit by it, and then pass 
it on to their girls. 
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Tri111117,ha11t Ce1·tainties, and other Ser-
111011s. By ALEXANDER MACLAREN, 
D.D. Christian Commonwealth 
Publishing Co. 

DR. MACLAREN has been spared to 
celebrate his ministerial jubilee, and 
during the fifty years he has pree.ohed 
between six and seven thousand ser
mons, but this le.test published volume 
of hi~ discourses possesses in un
diminished splendour all the charac
teristics of former issues. Often, by 
a single sentence, a flood of light 
streams across the pathwa.y of the 
pa.ssa.ge under considera.tion, or the 
fa.ithful tre.nsla.tion from the original 
text of a. solitary word comes almost 
with the force of a new revela.tion of 
the truth. Ha.ppy are they who are 
pricleged to be the hearers of such a. 
preacher, and only in a somewhat 
smaller degree a.re the readers of the 
printed pa.ge benefited and blessed. 

lfotes from my Bible. Sowing and 
Reaping. By D. L. MOODY. Morgan 
and Scott. 

Two more fine books from the prolific 
mind of the renowned evangelist. 
The first contains the sententious 
notes made in the margin of his Bible; 
the other consists of eight sermons 
on the truth of life's retributions and 
rewa.rds. Pith and pungency are the 
great features of the N ates, a sentence 
sometimes giving a sermon in minia.
ture, a.nd opening up whole tracts of 
tea.ching by a. single pregnant phra.se. 
In the other volume, all the distinctive 
qualities of the author's prea.ching 
sta.nd out boldly,-clea.r statement of 
truth, fascinating illustration a.nd 
incident to enforce it, a.nd then 
tremendous pa.ssion of plea.ding to 
bring a.II to a pra.ctica.l end in the 
sa.1 v a.tion of his hearers a.nd readers. 
Such books ought to sell a.nd be read 
by tens of thousands ; and we feel 
sure tha.t they will be among the 
favourite gift-books at this festive 
sea.son of the year. 

Helps to malce ideals Real. By Mrs. 
A. R. SIMPSON. Oliphant, Ander
son, a.nd Ferrier. 

Tms most helpful shilling booklet ha.s 
ll.lready attll.i.ned its second edition, 

and it deserves to reach many more. 
Mrs. Simpson is a most diligent 
gatherer from every field of literature, 
but her own writing is equal to any
thing that she quotes. Almost at 
ra.ndom, we can piok'out such striking 
sentences as these:-" The Hebrew 
for the word' faithful ones' is' Amen
ers,'-those who say •Amen' to His 
promises and His propose.ls for their 
daily life." " The girl who pra.ctises 
fa.ithfully on the schoolroom pie.no 
till the hour strikes, will not fail 
when ca.lled to play her pa.rt in the 
orchestra. of life." A choice present 
for a thoughtful young woman. 

Our Journey to Sinai. By Mrs. R. L. 
BENSLY. Religious Tract Society. 

THE story of the discovery (in the 
convent of St Catarina, on Mount 
Sinai) of the earliest Syriac transla
tion of the Gospels, is one of the 
romantic fa.cts of recent yea.rs. The 
widow of Professor Bensly has given, 
in this tasteful 3s. 6d. volume, the 
record (which she first wrote in 
Bra.ille type for the blind) describing 
the experiences of the little company 
who went, early in 1893, to see and 
copy the precious me.nuscript. The 
book cannot fa.il to interest a.11 who. 
va.lue the Inspired Word, and who 
rejoice over every fresh evidence of 
its intrinsic worth. Photogra.phs 
ta.ken by Mrs. Bensly, and a fine.I 
chapter by Mr. F. C. Burkitt, M.A., 
on '' The Sinai Palimpsest and the 
Greek Text of the Gospels," further 
enha.nce the value of the volume, 

Things to Live For. By J. R. MILLER, 
D.D. Hodder and Stoughton, 

ANOTHER volume, the sixth, in Dr. 
Miller's "Silent Times" Series; quite 
worthy of e. pla.ce beside its pre
decessors. As we rea.d this book, one 
word keeps rising to our lips more 
tha.u any other, a.nd the.t word is 
"Charming!'' We he.ve here the 
charm of sa.ving truth, of redeeming 
love, of invincible faith, of a. hope 
which shineth as the de.y; a.nd there 
is also a.dded a. cha.rm of sty le, a.nd of 
poetry, a.nd of freshness, together with 
a. cha.rm of form, for the tasteful 
volume delights the eye a.lmost as 
much e.s the truth it conta.ins rejoices 
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the bee.rt. To use one of the e.uthor's 
che.rmingly-expressed thoughts, this 
is e. book in which you feel con
tinue.Uy "the hee.rt-bee.t of Christ," 
who is " full of gre.ce e.nd truth." We 
he.ve no hesite.tion in se.ying the.t, to 
write e. book like this, is one of the 
"Things to live for." 

]i{issionary Anecdotes. By Rev. WM. 
ADAMSON, D.D. Simpkin, Me.r
she.11, e.nd Co. 

A VALUABLE e.ddition to the litere.ture 
of foreign missions. The gleanings 
he.ve been ge.thered from me.ny fields 
in me.ny le.nds, and e.ll tend to set 
forth the triumphs of the conquering 
Christ through His e.mbe.sse.dors. 
Missione.ry enthusie.sts will be deeply 
indebted to Dr. Adamson for this 
pe.inste.king collection of e.necdotes, 
which should at once find its ple.ce in 
the church, or school, or home libre.ry. 
The co.pita.I index e.nd the many illus
trations add further to the ve.lue of 
this substa.ntie.l volume, which is well 
worth the price e.t which it is pub
lished,-7s. 6d. 

How to Meet the Difficulties of the 
Bible. Elliot Stock. 

THIS is e. cheaper edition of a. work 
that has been in existence for sometime. 
We wish we could speak of it as e. 
success ; but, after doing our best to 
master its contents, we confess that 
the Bible difficulties there treated 
seem to us not to be removed, but in 
many instances ma.de more difficult 
by the so-called explanation. It is 
the old story of Ma.son's notes to 
Bunya.n's Pilgrim's Progress: we can 
understand the Bible better than these 
exple.ined but by no means removed 
difficulties. The editor doesn't know 
how to grasp the nettle, so toys round 
a.bout it, and it reme.ins a nettle still. 

1'emperance Science Lessons. BvW. N. 
EDWARDS, F.C.S. Pe.rtridge & Co. 

THE science of Tempera.nee me.de easy 
end interesting, and all for sixpence. 
By the additional outlay of a. few 
shilling~, all needful apparatus for a 
large number of practical experiments 
can be procured. Many a Band of 
Hope and Temperance worker will be 
delighted with this little book, and so 

will the young people who will have 
the benefit of it when he has learned 
the value.hie lessons it contains. 

ThP. Rthics of Temperance. By A. E. 
GARVIE, B.A., B.D. Sunday School 
Union. 

So large is the Drink question, that 
almost every aspect of it will bee.r 
exhaustive examination, and with 
profit, too. Here we have e. very 
judicial treatment of the subject from 
the purely moral e.nd almost philo
sophical point of view. There e.re no 
hysterics here, and no high colouring; 
indeed, the author sometimes almost 
annoys us by his calm balancing of the 
pros and cons of the question. But 
this will probably be its chief charm, 
as a convincing piece of logic, with 
those who can only be moved by re
lentless argument. We can scarcely 
conceive a fair-minded reader, how
ever opposed to Total Abstinence, 
being able to resist the claims of the 
movement as here set forth. Of 
course, with many,appetite is stronger 
than argument, and taste e.nd liking 
more forcible the.n all the truth and 
logic in the world; yet even these will 
not be able to gainsay the tremendous 
moral force of this little treatise. In 
its own line of things, it is of great 
value. 

How to be Happy and Make Others 
Happy. By OTTO FUNCKE. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

BUT for a most unhappy sentence, in 
which a second probation after death 
is dogmatically asserted, we should 
gladly commend this book to the 
study of Christians generally. There 
is so much that is true, put in such 
a suggestive and illuminating way, 
that we the more regret this serious 
blemish, which is here obtruded quite 
unnecesst1.rily. With this gone, there 
is left a book full of keen insight into 
human thought, feeling, and motive, 
and the richest lessous as to the 
practical conduct of every-day life. 
Bible-established believers, who will 
skip or smilingly escape the one 
taix.ted piece in this volume, will find 
many a precious direction as to 
Christian obedience and help of 
others. 
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(;em~ ci/ Tl/11s/mfion for Busy Workers 
i11 e1•a!/ .field. Compilecl and 
11,rrimged by Rev. G. COATES. 
Elliot St-0ck. 

XEITHER better nor worse than half
R-doum other books of similar 
ehRrRcter is~ued recently, this work 
hardly merits its somewhat preten
tious title. Many of the illus
trations are almost antediluvian, 
and others go very lamely by reason 
of age and decrepitude, There is 
plenty of room for a volume of 
original illustrations; but they mnst 
be original if they are to sell largely, 
and to be appreciated. 

Reflections on the Origin, History, and 
IieJJtiny of the Earth and Satan. and 
the Sew Heavens and the l'{ew Earth. 
By Rev. D. ROUND. Partridge. 

WE were almost staggered by the title 
of this little volume, but it is long 
since we read a work with such in
terest, or one so much to our mind as 
this. The1 e are son:e passages we 
cannot endorse, and a few inferences 
we c&nnot accept, but there is very 
little that is either fancifal or specu
lative. The author keeps very close 
to the Word of God, and seldom 
attempts t-0 be wise above what is 
written. Throughout, his interpreta
tion of the Scriptures is severely 
literal ; he makes no attempt to ex
plain away their meaning, or to force 
int-0 them ideas foreign to their spirit. 
The adherents of Satan's gospel of 
doubt and disobedience will gnash 
their teeth at this work, but it will 
cause many of the faithful to rejoice. 
It has our warmest commendation, 
and we trust it will have as large a 
circulation as it deserves ; its price is 
only two shillings. 

DoNOB.B will kindly note the.t our cash lists 
this mouth had to be closed on December 7 ; 
contributions received after the.t date, and 
up to Jan. 14, will (D.V.) be duly acknow
ledged in our next number. 

.A.m,,ug forthcoming services, we wish to 
call our readers' special attention to the 
OPENING OF BEULill BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
BEXlllLL-ON-SEA, by a sermon from Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon on Wednesday afternoon, 

llfoses Orimshaw. A Story of L&nca
shire Life. By NORMAN POULTON. 
Elliot Stock. 

JusT the book to put into the hands 
of an intelligent young British 
workman with the injunction," Read 
and think." The author gives us the 
history of his hero under its 
educational, commercial, social, and 
religious aspects. He claims that, 
though his work is a novel, it is a 
realistic novel. There must ba in 
Lancashire men by the score whose 
portraits are here drawn to the life. 

Gathei·ed Gleanings; or, Words for 
Workers. By Mas. GORDON, 
Nisbet and Co. 

AN earnest attempt to put Divine 
truth in a homely and colloquial 
fashion. Some of the pieces are 
general, some miscellaneous, ancl 
others bear specifically on Y. W.C.A. 
work ; but in them all there is a 
cheeriness of fait,h that is not less 
calculated to stimulate than to instruct 
the feeble. 

Counsels : addressed to Sunday-school 
Teachers, ByJ. A. COOPER. Nisbet. 

So far as we can judge, the positions 
taken by this writer a.re sound and 
up to date. Some may, perhaps, 
think that the scholastic standard is 
somewhat high; but, all things con
sidered, there is certainly e, call for 
paying more heed to this aspect of 
requirement than in former days. 
The present work breathes an intense 
spirit., and constitutes a carefully
prepared and forceful appeal. The 
" Counsels " a.re not only weighty in 
themselves, but they are ably eluci
i1<1.t.<>n and earnestly applied. 

.December 30. Friends from far e.nd nee.r 
will be heartily welcome. As the new 
building, le.nd, etc , are entirely free from 
debt, a.n opportunity will be afforded e.t a.II 
the openingservice3 for freewill offerings to
wards the cost of the larger building which 
will have to be erected as soon as the needful 
funds can be raised. (See Preface e.nd 
Frontispiece in VLBt month's Me.gaziue.) 

On Tku,·sday, .December 31, commencing 
e.t 10.30 p.m., the WATOII-NIGHT SEnVIOE 
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AT THffi METROPOLITAN TAnEBNAOLE will 
(D,V,) be concluctetl by Po.stms Thomas 
Spurgeon o.nd C. D. S11wde.y. H is a won
drous eight to sea the immense building 
crowded o.t midnight with those who ho.ve 
come to wn.tch the Old Year out and the 
New YolLr in, a.ud many have found it 
" good to be there." 

It ma.y here be mentioned th1Lt, in the 
regullir weekly issue of tho Metropolitan 
Tabe.-nacle Pulpit, the Sermon intended for 
reading on December 27. 1896, i~ a very 
remitrkable discourse delivered by Pastor 
C. H. Spurgeon exoctly thirty-two years 
before,-i.e., December 27, !86i. It is en
titled, "A New Leaf for the New Year," 
and contains a powerful pleo. by the beloved 
preacher for the " turniug over of a new 
leaf" both by Christians 11nd the unsaved; 
it should be ve1-;1'. widely circulated just now. 
Thie Sermon will be N n. 2,497, so that, three 
weeks later, No. 2,500 will be reached. 
Thie also will be a discourse which should 
be distributed even more freely than usual, 
first, as a memorial of God's goodness in 
permitting His dear servant's ministry by 
means of the printing-press to be so long 
continued, and so greatly ble•eed, and next, 
because the Sermon itself will be, like N os. 
1,000, 1,500, 2,000, and 2,400, specially ee
lectei with a view to widespread usefulness. 
Readers will do well to give early notice to 
the publishers, or their booksellers, of the 
number of extra copies of No. 2,500 which 
they are likely to need, and all believers are 
earnestly asked to pray for the Lord's gra
cious approval still to rest upon the printed 
messengers, both in our own tongue, and in 
the many languages into which they have 
been translated. 

Mr. D. L. Moody, the world-renowned 
evangelist, has recently given in New York 
a notable testimony to the value of Mr. 
Spurgeon's Sermons. A newspaper report 
of one of his services, s1tys :-

" As a preface to the collection, Mr. 
Moody drew from his experiences in visiting 
prisons all over tho country, from Maine to 
the chain gangs in Mexico. He said that 
there was in the country a floating prison 
population of 750,000 souls. They were 
not all in prison at one time, but they were 
continually going there off and on, and 
formed whet might be called a prison popu
lation. In New England, a few years ago, 
there was only one prisoner to every 800 of 
population ; now there is one prisoner to 
every 250 of population. ' The great 
cry of th, ee men in prison,' said Mr. Moody, 
'is for something to rea,l. I once went to 
a prison in T,xas, where the men a.eked for 
something to reed. I asked them if they 
wanted dime novels. They said, 11 No." 
I asked them if they would read Spurgeou's 
Sermons. They said ••Yes·'' aud they 
di~. T~ere is a great d~mand f~r that sort of 
prison htero.ture ; we are goiug to take up 
a collection to provide it,-I hope you will 

give liberally.' Almost every man's han•I 
went into his pocket.'' 

_On 1',iearlay, ,fan11,r1r,1 2G, in conne~tion 
::-1th the Afth ani,iversary of the 

8PURGEO~ MF.MORI AL'' SER)IO:N" Sor:::IY.TY, 
fastor Thomas Spurgeon hopes to preach 
m the afternoon at Holl!'-nd Road Baptist 
Chapel, Bnghton, and ID the even in" to 
speak at the meetin" to be helrl. in° the 
Connanght Institute, nLewee Roa.d. Thu• 
the first public visit of Mr. Thomas Spur'. 
geon to ••London-on-Sea" since his elec
tion to the Tabernacle pastorate will be most 
apJ:>ropriately associated with the Society 
which is circulating his dear father's Ser
mons to an altogether unprecedented exter.t. 

On Thur.,d,,y evenin.1, Januruy 2B, in 
connection with the memorial meetin~ at 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle there will be 
a gathering of all the Londo;,, Branches of 
the Sermon Society, when Pastors Charles 
and Thomas Spurgeon, Rev. J. B. Figgis, 
M.A. , and Mr. W. Taverner will speak con
cerning the work. 

Dnrmg the past month, the first number 
of The 'purgeon ,lfemorial Monthly has been 
issued as the official organ of the Society. 
If any of our readers have not yet seen it, 
they would find it a. good investment to 
send one shilling in stamps to Mr. W. 
Taverner, 72, The Drive, Brighton, and 
ask him to forward the Magazine to their 
address for a yea.r. Since last Janua.ry, the 
number of distributors of the Sermons has 
increased from 2,010 to !,222, and it is 
estimated that they regularly visit every 
week 126,660 houses with these messages of 
mercy and love. Wema.yweUsay, "What 
bath God wrought! " and still look for 
" great ,r thiugs than these." 

In Jfemoriam, Ja11uanr :ll.-The fifth 
anniversary of our belove-d Pastor's trans
lation to glory will (n.v.) be celebrated at 
the Metropolitan Tabern•cle on Lord' ,-day, 
Jam,ary :ll. Tbefact that the never-to-be
forgotten day falls this year on the s,.bba.th, 
as it did in 1892, must give additiona.1 
solemnity to the services. 

Many special meetings ha.ve been held a.t 
the Tabernacle since the last Magazine was 
issued, but our reports of them must be 
brief, as we ho.ve devoted so much space to 
the record of the 111111ual nweting of the 
Pastors' College. All who loved " Mr. 
Spurgeon's First Institution" in the da.ys 
of "the peerless President," will rejoice to 
see how closely his two sons are seeking to 
follow him in carrying out the duties of the 
important offices they have been called to 
fill. Their task: is such 11 responsible one 
tho.t they deserve the heartiest sympathy of 
all who desire to see those who are b, ing 
trained for the Baptist ministry fitteu to be 
workmen needing not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of truth. 

On Tuesday eve11i11g, ~vovember :H, Pastor 
C. B. Sawday presided e.t the annual meet-
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ing of the METROPOLITAN TA.nF.RNACLE 
LOA'- TRACT SocrnTY, in tbA lecture-hall. 
I'royer we.s preeented by Mr, Woode (a 
forri1Pr epcretary _of tbe :Society), and ad
dresses ..-ere delivered b1· the chairman, 
and by Mr. ~1illica11 (the prese11t secretary) 
J\Ir. Harrald (_the treH.surer), Mrs. C1tpe[ 
(tbe mauager of the Mothers' Meeting and 
J\Iaternal Society). aud Meesre. Thos. Cox 
and E. Bell. Mis• C1arkeon and Mrs. 
J\lackenzie Da..-is eang sacred eolos. A 
hala11ce m baud on eo.ch branch of the work 
was reported, but Mr. Millican mentioned 
the need of more distributors for the 
Sermons. Any friend• able to help in thio 
ser\'ice will be welcomed in the Tract-room 
after any of the eervfoes. Mr. Sawday 
related. a.s an interesting reminiscence, 
that it wits thirty-five years that night since 
a tract-distributor spoke to him the word 
that was blessed to his conversion. 

On ,llo11day eve11in_q, _},-ovembe,· 30, the 
quarterly me~ting of the OPEN Am M1s
SIO'- was held at the Tabernacle in con
junction with the prayer-meeting. Pastor 
Thoma.s Spurgeon presided, and delivered 
an address on u This s:vcamine tree " 
which we bnpe 1o publish in full ne~t 
month. Mr. Sawday also spoke of the work 
of the Open Air Mission, and specially 
referred to hie early aasociation with the 
late secretary, Mr. Gawin Kirkham. 
Prayers were offered by Rev. Robt. Bal
garnie, Major Mackwlay, and other 
brethren, on behalf of thi• Christ-like 
seITice; and Mr. Frank Cockrem, the 
present secretary, gave an interesting ac
cow1t of the labours of the 1,100 brethren 
connected with the Mission. The meeting 
we.s a notable one, and vividly recalled 
similar gatherings held in the same place 
when the lo.te beloved Pastor addressed this 
earnest and enthusiastic be.nd of Christian 
workers. 

On Tuc•·day evening, December 8, the 
ine.ugure.l public meeting of the new "JORN 
PLOUGHMAN " GOSPEL TEMPERANCE SocI
EIT wu held in the Tabernacle, the vast 
building being crowded with an interested 
and responsive audience. Pastor C. B. 
Sawday occupied the chair, and, after 
prayer by Elder Chamberlain, the secretary 
of the Society, ••John Ploughman's 
Pictures" were exhibited as lime-light 
..-iewe, and Paeior Thomas Spurgeon ge.ve 
extrd.cts from John Ploughman's Ta/le and 
P,cli<re•, interspersing the readings with 
appropriate remarks. The whole evening's 
proceedings were greatly enjoyed by the 
thousands of friends present, and made a 
most auspicious beginning of the public 
work of the new organization. The students 
of the Pastore' College-ell of whom are 
total alJetainere,-preeided at the pledge
t ... b!es in various parts of the building. 
The regular meetiuge are to be held on the 
first v,• eduesday evening in each month; 
at the next one, on January 6, Mr. 

William Noble, the well-kuowu Gospel 
Temperance advocate, will give o.u o.ddress. 

O~ Wednesday evenin_q, December 9, as 
President of the Lam heth Auxiliary of the 
Sui,da.y School Union, Pastor Thomns 
Spurgeon preached o. specie.I serruou to 
teachers in Rye La.ne Baftiet Ohapel, 
Peckham. Up to the date o printing the 
present Magazine, the Pae tor's extra. public 
engagements have included eermons o.nd 
lectures e.t Fe.versham, Liverpool, Wigan, 
e.nd Bacup. 

CoLLEOE.-The following etndeuts have 
completed their College course, o.ud ac
cepted pastorates :-Mr. A. E. Carver, e.t 
Thornahy-ou-Tees; Mr. H. K. Kemnton, 
at Canterbury; Mr. J. F. Taviner, at Elgin, 
N.B.; and Mr. E. P. Wright, e.t Chalk 
Farm, Berkley Road, N. W. 

Mr. J. D. Gilmore has removed, from 
Bre.nnoxtown, to Cork; and Mr. H. True
man, from Chesham, to the Tabernacle, 
Barking, E. Mr. M. Cumming, formerly of 
Bury St. Edmund's, has accepted the pas
torate at Houor Oak. S.E., for six months; 
and Mr. G. W. Oldring, late of Long 
Sntton, has to.ken charge of the church at 
Neatishead, Norfolk, for the same period. 

On Lord's-day afternoon, December 13, a 
number of the students of the College, e.t 
the invitation of the Vice-President, Pastor 
C~arlee Spurgeon, paid e. visit to hie large 
Bible-class for men at South Street Chapel, 
Greenwicb. Some of the brethren t,,ok 
pa.rt in an evangelistic service in the 
chapel in the evening. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE MISSIONAJ!.Y Assocu
TION.-Dr. Churcher writes:-" The repor~ 
of the collectors' meeting, with its words of 
cheer from the beloved Pastor, was to me e. 
welcome tonic. Not lees interesting we.s 
the list of collectors' names, for iu ea.eh of 
these one sees a friend iudeed, but more tho.n 
e. friend, a. ci,·ele of those who !ovinl!'IY sus
tain us in the work. I wish that I could 
grasp each donor's hand, and say, • God 
bless you, my dear friend, on behalf of 
many poor Moslem• fo1· whom we work, 
e.nd from whom· we get daily bleesiugs 
which really are your due! ' 

"The visits of patients during November 
have be·n 313, and the baralca haa provided 
393 nights' lodging. Family parties a.re 
now coming long distances, b,inging their 
sick, e.nd staying with us for de.ye and some
times weeks. The ba.-alca services held 
each night a.re most encouraging, because 
the people, being at leisure after their 
eveniog meal, a.re q niet, and glad to listen. 
Then the magic lantern has been used this 
month, and much appreciated; but we he.ve 
only three gospel •lide,, so there has been 
little variety. 

•• Two missionary ladies have lately me.de 
e. journey into an unevaugelized district 
South of Soueee, from whence we receive 
many patients. They were well received, 
e.nd had good success in selling Scriptures 
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and teetirying to the truth, but endurArl not 
a few rough experiences. Will friends, 
plea•e, et.ill pray for us, and also a•k thitt 
the Loni will ovorrnle for His glory the 
determined effort which ie being made just 
now to crush gospel work both here an!I in 
Algeria r '' 

If o.ny of our reo.dere h<tve Scriptural 
euLjectR on lo.ntem elides which they can 
ep11re, they will be gratefu!ly received by 
Dr. Churcher, Medico.I Missionary, Sousee, 
Tunhfa North Africa.. From our Mentone 
experience, we can testify to the uaefulnese 
of the lantern in teaching the goepel to the 
na.tivee. 

CoLPORTAOE.-Aa we are now commenc
ing a New Year, the Committee desire to 
return their sincere thanks to all donors for 
their generous help during the pe.st twelve 
months. They are glad to be able to state 
that, although some eight districts have 
been unavoidably reliuquished on account 
of lack of local funds, those remaining in 
connection with the Association are in a 
healthy condition. The work has been well 
sustained, and the spiritual results are even 
more marked than in former years. 

Onr General Fond (owing to several of 
our liberal friends ho.ving been taken home) 
has, we are sorry to find, declined about 
£GO; but we believe this only requires to be 
made known to our ever-generous helpers, 
and many will aid in keeping up this im
portant branch of Christian service. 

The late beloved Founder's Sermons and 

Book• still t .. ke foe lead in blessing and 
comfort to all who reo.d th~m, An<l we are 
alrear!y receiving orders: for Mrs:. Spnrg:e0n '~ 
new little volume, A l'arilton of /1,dl.,, f0r 
which we anticipate a large mle. Gentle
ne~•- and sweetness of thought and deep 
sp1ntual1ty are manifeat thronghont the 
book, and we crtn heartily commend it to all 
lovers of sound doctrine. 

We must not a.gam dra.w upon the 
colporteurs' Quarterly Reports for these 
N otee, as they will be contained in our 
Annual Report, and will there •peak for 
themselves. We wish all our kind helpers 
a very ha.ppy and prosperous New Year. 

All communications a.nd contributions 
should be addressed to the Secretary 
Col portage Aasociation, Temple Street' 
London, S.E. ' 

The Committee of the Ladies' Working 
Society, in connection with the Colporta.ge 
Association, desire to tender their sincere 
thanks for the valuable and appreciated help 
that he.s been rendered from time to time by 
all the kind friends who have contributed the 
parcels of clothing sent. They would he very 
grateful for any further parcels, aB just now 
there is great need, especially for poor 
ministers. 

Parcels may be addressed, Miss Hooper, 
Ladies' Working Colporte.ge Society, 
Metropolitan Tabemacle, London, S.E. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle:
December 3, eleven. 

fnSJtor»' ~otlege, ~etropolitnn inbtnmclc. 
Statement of Receipts f,·om November 15th to December 7th, 1896. 

£ s. d. £ •· d. "One who has experienced the faith-Miss B. McConnell 2 0 0 
Mrs. M. M. Fergusson ::: ... . .. 1 1 0 fulness of the Lord" ... . . . .. . 0 7 6 
Contribution from Catford Hill Church, A reader of The Ohristian World, per 

per Pastor W. J. N. Vanstone 2 6 6 Messrs. J. C'larke and Co. ... . .. 1 0 
Mr. W. Pitcher ... 1 1 0 Per Mrs. J. Withers:-
Mr. John Robinson l 1 0 Mr. P. Davies 0 10 0 
C.A.M. 26 0 0 MeSl!l'B. Heelas andCo. ::: 1 1 0 
Part proceed~ of 

0

Presid~nt's • ;,;;sit ';:;, 1 11 0 
T~unton, per Pastor Levi Palmer ... 7 0 0 Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab.:-

Pastor Ja.mes Stephens, M.A .... 6 15 0 Nov. 22 6 6 0 
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:-

D~~-
29 18 s 6 

Mr. John Cameron ... 60 0 0 6 19 0 9 
Anonymous 10 0 0 42 10 3 

60 0 0 
Rev. R. J. Beecllif 0 2 6 £155 6 9 
Mr. W. P. Hampton 6 0 0 

fa~torn' ~olte_ge ~hrntomn~ i5sodation. 
Statement of Receipts from November 15th to December 7th, 1896. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d 
H.McS. ... ... .. . 0 6 0 Mr. Elder O 6 O 

O 6 O A.no,i. 2 O o 
S O 0 

Mrs. M. M. Fergus,on ... ... ... 
Anonymous, per Mrs. C. H. Bpurgeou 

Per Mrs. 1'hos. Spurgeon :-
Mr. J. Russell O 10 0 

3 6 O 

£6 16 0 
Mr. E. Horn O 10 0 
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~p11rot'o1rn' ®riJhan ~01m, jtoctnuetl ®rplumage. 
Stntema,it of Rea,ipts from Novemhe,· 16th to December 8th, 1896. 

Be.J')ti.~t ~tmde.y-1:1chonl ll&nd of Hope, 
G111!1lfor<l, per PH.:stor J. llankine ... 

Mr. "- Pritch11.rd, jun .... 
CollPf'ted by M1~1- M. C. Holl 
Mr. l'. Patmol"<' ... . .. 
Collel~!°,l'd by ?tfr. H. Fi~h':"r 
Coll,·rt(•d by Mr. n. TT11.wkina 
lollect.rd b\· Mr. E Yinceot 
Colle<'t.('d b\· M 1:- .. Ror 
Colkct,•d b,· Mrs. D. H. Moore .. 
Alis:- N. 1\.l.°Feqi:rnsson 
Mi..,KM.li,•11 
:llr. Popple-etooe .. . 
"Thou know'-•st ·, .. . 
Mna. M. Rainbow .. . 
Mr. I'. Lamont 
Mrs. W. Hick 
Mrs. M. Smith ... . .. 
Collect..d by Miss E. M11t1day 
B. G., Norwich ... 
J. n .. Tottenham ... 
J.f~ H. Keevii 
Jlln-. Fyfe ... ... . .. 
Postal order. Pangbourne 
Mrs. D. Murgatroyd 
Mrs. E. J. Gardner 
Mr. J. Mee .. . .. 
Mr. J.C. Henderson 
Mr. Robert Crafts ... 
A widow, Worksop ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. A. H. Lockwood 
Z.,ta .. ... . .. 
Mr. A. Mackintosh 
Hiss M. FergW!Oll ·•. 
Mr. Wickham 
Mro. E. B Reid .. . 
Mr,;. S. Slodden ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson ... 
F.G.B 
Ill re. and MiSII Ronse 
Mr. P. Whitaker ... 
Miss Green . . . . . . -· 
Postal order, Balallan, Stornoway 
Jtlr. H. Bell .. 
H "" E. Thompson . . . ... . .. 
An old friend, Brechin, per Meami. 

Passmore e.nd .Alabaster 
Mna. H. Clark (m loving me;;;ory ~f 

W. T. Clark) 
M.G. 
Mr. E. R. S. Porter 
1>1r. H. Mo~an 
Mr. Robert FW11don 
Mr. R. Brown 
Mrs. H. Holloway .. . 
Mi•• E. S. White .. . 
Miss B. M. Swift .. . 
Miss P. White 
Mr. John Short, jua. 
Mr. James Wili:1on ... 
6aodw1cb, per .l:le.nkers 
F.G .... 
E,ev. J. Curtis 
May ... 

£. •· d. 

2 10 0 
0 8 6 
0 II 0 
5 0 0 
I O I 
S 2 7 
0 10 6 
2 10 0 
0 4 0 
I 1 0 

10 0 0 
2 0 O 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 3 0 
0 3 6 
3 3 0 
0 3 0 
0 15 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 1 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 

0 8 0 

1 0 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 C 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 8 0 
0 10 6 
0 3 0 

Commercio.l Rond Bond of IIope, 
Guildford, per PO.Btor J. Ran kine ... 

Mrs. H. Renna,-.:! .. . 
Six.pence per week .. . 
Mrs. G. Howes .. . 
lllr. W.Wood ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Co.rdell ... 
lllr. H. R. D .. Igleish . .. . .. 
A tlshermo.n, I.treat Y nrmonth ... 
lllr. Vickery .. . .. 
Collected by Mr. Dennett 
Mrs. M. A. Stringer .. . 

. Mr. Jamee MoFarlane .. . 
11 One of His stewards" .. . 
Collected by Mios A. Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin ••• 
Mr. A. Hntton ,.. ... . .. 
Messrs. Phillips, More, and C~'. 

(Limited)... ... ... ... 
Mr. T. H. Hopping ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. 'fnllis .. . .. 

Per Mrs. James Withers:-
Mr. W. Moore ... 
Messrs. Heelas and Co. 
Mr. E. P. Collier, J.P. 
Mrs. S. J. Collier .. . 
Mr. P. Davies .. . 
Mr. C. R. Stevens .. . 
lllrs. E. Harvey .. . 
Mrs. Ravenscroft .. . 
Mrs. Hampton 
Mrs. T. Wells 
Mrs. J. Davis 

Mr. and Miss Freegard 

2 2 
1 1 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 5 
0 2 

Dr. Dunbar... ... ... . .. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 ·e 
8 
0-
0 
0 
8 

Per Mrs. C. :e:. Spurgeon :-
Mr. John Cameron ... 30 0 0 
Mr. W. Diaper O 10 O 
Mrs. Downing 1 1 O 
.Anonymo11S ... . .. 10 • O O 
Mr. John Strahan... O 10 O 
Mrs. Nagle ... ... 1 0 0 
Mr. Thomas Underhill 1 1 O 

Christmas Ft.stivities Fund:
Collected by Mis•. Chapm1<n 
Mr. E . .R. S. Porter 
Mrs. M. Virtue 
Mr. James Wtlson-
Mrs. E. Warmington 
Mrs. Walker 
ll1rs. Allmey .. . 
Mr. R. M. George .. . 
Hampstead... . .. 
S. B. S. ... .. .. 
East Finchley Baptiet Chapel 

Fund, per Pastor J. J . .Bristow 
Mrs. Shearman 
Mrs. E. Davison . .. ... .. 
Emma, Ernest, and Bertie Street 

£. •· d. 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 
I 6 0 
0 10 0 
I I 0 
I 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 8 
1 0 0 
0 16 0 
0 5 0 
1 10 0 
1 0 0 

1 1 0 
0 8 8 
1 11 6 

8 11 6 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 

44 i 0 

I 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 8 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 

2 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

£155 17 8 

Lut of Present, from November 16tk to D,umber 8th, 1898,-Paov1s10Ns :-17 barn gallons Milk, 
Me•srs. R. Rigg• & Bon•; 20 lbs. Tea, Messrs. Armotrong & Co. ;_221 lbs. Rice1 Mr. J. L. Potier; 
10 cwt. Jam, Mr. G. :e:. Dean; l New Zea.land Sheep, Bir A. Beale Jill.slam; 1 sacidlour, Mrs. Thoe. 
Collin•; I parcel groceries, Mr, A. Tilley. 

:!lovs' CLOTHING :-6 pairs Bocks, Miss M. Sherwood; 2 Waistcoats, Miss B. E. Knight; 12 pairs 
Knitted Socke, Mrs. Kine. 

GrRLs' CLOTHING :-36 Article•, Mrs. Watling; 21 Garments, Mrs. Maraland; 19 Al'ticlea, The 
Ladies' Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Mi•• Higgs; 2 pairs Stockings o.nd 
I Pettieue.t. Mrs E. 1:1. lieid; 24 Articles, Mrs. Bartholomew; 11 Articles, Mrs. M. A. Harris; 
1 Dr"'•· J !'ma.fore.from e. Friend at Kilburn; 14Articles,the Mioses H11.ll; 8 Pin11.fores(No.8Girllr'), 
Mrs. Moss; I Apron, Miss 8. E. Knight; 18 yard• Flannel, Mis• M. J. Hoadley; a parcel Worn 
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O]othlng, Mra. R. Allen ; 2& yards Calico. 2 yards Serge, 6 Axticleo, Mn. Spooner; 12 pair• Cnff• 
J J(nit.tecl Drees, 1 Doll, 2 Pion.fares, Miss Hill. ' 

Ori:NERAL :-1 Box containing e. few Terra Cotta Va.~efl', &c., Mr. Wm. Hunt; a qan.ntity (:hriottm~~ 
C1Lrds, Mr. J, 8. A:...trn j a s_upply ea.,!_h month "Ba.nd of Hope Review" and II British Wor~ma.o," 
M,r. J, B. Mead i__l Toy 8ew10g Mach me, Anonymous; 8 Toy~, Mrs. M.A. Harris; 40 la.ocy Articles, 
some Bilk, eto., Mlee Robinson. 

~ol~ortage ~s!lodation. 
Stnt,ment of Receipta from N01Jember 15th to December 7th, 

£ a. d. 
Subscriptions and Donations for Districts: -
Tewkesbury, per Mr. E. llalmford ... 0 15 0 
Tewkesbury, per Rev. J.E. Brett 1 5 0 
Western Baptiet Associo.tion .... ... 11 5 0 

Anonymous, Liverpool ... 

1896. 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 

£64 6 0 

Stratford-on-Avon, per Mr. J. Small• 
wood ... ... ... ... 8 15 0 

Subscriptions and Donatitma to the General Fund:

Earle Colne, per Mr. J. A. Ta well .. . 10 0 0 
Hadleigh Congregatione.l Ohuch, per 

Rev. F. Durant ... ... ... ... 10 O O 
Stow and Aston, Oxfordshire Associa-

tion... ... ... ... ... ... 10 0 0 
Shipley and Wolverhampton, per Miss 

E. A. Tyler ... ... .. . ... 11 II 0 

0.A.M. 
H.A.. B. ... ... ... ... . .. 
Anonymous, per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon 

Annual Subscriptions:-
Mr. J. J. Cook 
Mr. E. Brayne 

jastors' ~olltgt jodtf~ oj ~mmgelists. 
Statem,nt of Receipt, from November 15th to December 7th, 1896. 

£ s. d. 
Thanko1fering for Mr. J. M. Smith's 

services at Holl, per Pastor J. E. 
Shephard .. . .. . ... .. . 3 o C 

£ •· d. 
10 0 0 

0 7 8 
2 0 0 

1 1 0 
0 10 6 

£13 19 0 

Jpttrgton' s Jund jor ®t1tel'al <itst in the 
Jont' s <ij!Qlorl\. 

Statemsnt of Receipt, f1·om November 16th to December 7th, 1896. 

M.R .... ............. .. 
An old member,- a thanko1frring-for 

ble88ing received 
Mr. John Cameron 
E.H.W.,H. 
Mr. W. Elmslie 

~tuhth 

£ •• d. 
1 0 0 

6 0 0 
lJ O 0 

0 3 0 
1 0 0 

F.G. ... ... 
Anonymous... ... ... . .. 

For translations of sermons:
Mrs. Keevil ... 

£ •· d. 
0 8 0 

10 0 0 

6 0 0 

£'12 11 0 

Jethill-on- Jta. 
Statement of Receipts from November 16th to IJecember 7th, 1896. 

£ s. d. 
Amount previously acknowledged .. . 849 12 10 
C. H. B. B. (for purohase of land, 

and part legal expenses) ... 868 12 8 
Mrs. Allen .. . 0 6 0 
J\11 s. Cressall 1 O O 
J.D.C.D. ... ... .. ... 1 0 0 
C. A. M., per Pastor Thomas 

Spurgeon ... .. . 10 0 0 
Mrs. Downing 1 1 0 
Miss Husk ... ... 0 6 0 
Miss S. H. Bevan .. O 10 O 
Mrs. Lines ... ... 1 0 0 
W. 8., Haverfordwest 1 0 0 

Mr. John Currie • ... 
Mr. H. Woodward ... 
Stamps ... ... 
Mr. Wm. Goodacre ... . .. 

£ •· d. 
2 I 1 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 

Per Pastor J. S. Hockey :
Mr. Andrews 
Mr. Spargo.. ... 
Postal order, Hastings 
Box at Institute door 

1 1 0 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 8 

2 0 8 

£1,23! 18 10 

(Promises unpaid, £26.) 
(N.11.-Next month (n.v.), we shall publish the.final list of contributions and the be.lance-sheet for 

the So1100L O11.a.PBL Fund, and the.firsl list of donations for the CHAPEL Fund.) 
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The fol!o,.-in<r •mountft, in addition to tbo•e •clmowledged laet month were received by M.-•. 
~~Ur,;!'{'nn_ for the poor :mini~~rs mentioned in the November Sword nnd T;owel :-Mr. T. Il,, 2~ fltl; 
~~ mpeth1~er. 1 '-_firl; !\illB!i C., 4s; Mr~. 8., 10!'=; Mr. A.nd Mrs. P. 68; Mrs. G., £1: rL farmer £1 i l\Irs. 
C., £1 I•; moki?g • total of £03 s,. The further oume wbicb have come to hand •ince tbl• speci&l 
J,.t was clo•e<l ,nll be llppropriated to other equally needy CI\Bea . 

. Pa.•tor C'h•rleo Spnri,rnn gr11tefully o.cknowledges tbe receipt of the following contribution• from 
~~'"'- 2-'"' to Dec.;, to~ardsthe expeneC's of the Text Union:-l-1. \Voodfol'd, Is· l\I. E., 6s;

1 

Mi~s 
\\ HdlC'y, 1~ fid; S. Smith. t0s; E. Cooper, ls; hlr. Hosier, ls; Mrs. ll. Cutts, ls; Miss E. H. Thorne, 
;?«:.: l\lr. W. C. Joycc-1 21s; Madame de Mirimonde, 4s; Miss D. ?tlcConnell 2s (id• l\Ilss Rose 
::-=h1mmer, 2s 6d; l~1~ 8. Bolpb, ls; Jame~ Pointing, ts 6d; R. Simpson, 2s; E. Dutcher; ls; Mrs. M. 
A9_rork, ~I'- 6d; Miss Clayton. ls; :Mrs. Cn1mp1 ls; Berthf!, Musson, ls; Elizabeth Oootlchilcl, ls; 
"1lham Wat..,on, 6s.; f.fn-. Durrell, 6~; A. Brown, 2s 6d; Miss E. Morriss 2s 6d • Miss Robins 6s • 
M~·s. Luc~in!!, ~enr., 6d i ~- W. Singleton, 6d; D. Vip~md, ls i C. French, l; i W. Langley Jorda~, ls~ 
M~s.~ PortPous., 1.-.; M~. Pnor, 6d ;__~lrs. Parrott. 5s·1,M1ss A. Hooper, ls 6d; Mr. E. Waters, junr. 1 Gd; 
M1s.cies ?· and M. CrathC'rn, hi.~ Mrs. E. Strugnel 2s 6d; Mrs. Bell, £1; R. Whimhurst, 6cl; Mrs. 
G. A.~ mR.11, Is; Mrs.. :f\.L F. Vinall, ls.; Mr. &!Id Mrs. Barnaby, ls; Miss Crickmay, 1s; MrQ. Smith 
nn.d friend, Is 6d; Mr. D. Banks, 6d; Sarah Ming_llY, 29 6d; Mr. Jolliffe 2s 6d; Mrs. Jolliffe, 2s 6d; 
ll1~ A. Berry; ls; Mn-. H. Crowt~r, 6d: Mr. L1ndsay, 3d; Mrs. Reed, ls; 1\-Iiss 1'l. A. Cook, ls; 
W. and_ C. M. RuthvPo, 4s;_ Mis.,;; "E_;. Watson? 2s; Mi:'s L. Smi~h, ts· S. A. Bazley, ls; Mrs. Bnyley, 
lOs; llhss Ciuder1ty. }a: Miss R?b,ns, Is; MiS9 Meo.hng, l• ;Jl{iss S. j_ Jones, Is; A. L. Sandcraft, 3s; 
M1ssAyr1s.1s; F. "1se, 6d~ L1zz1e Manstield,_6d; Mrs . .t·reeme.n, 3d; F. Gowler, ts; C. 8cruby, 
2s6d; L. A. H.,5,; A. Gould,6d; Mrs.Daudndge, Is; JamesRo.ttray, ls3d; A. Go.rment, la6d; 
W. Andrew, ls; A. Hug-get.t, 2s; Margaret Davidson, Gd; F. J. Jones, 2s 6d; Miss A. Smith, 2s; 
A widow's mitP, ls; l\'lrs. Dawson, 2s 6d; :Mary Addems, 2s 6d; P1t.Stor J. Smith and fa.rnilv, ls; 
E. Wyatt, 6d; John Mellor, ls; Miss S. A. Burnaby, ls 6d; Elizabeth Woods, 2s 6d; Jlfrs. \V. T. 
H::rward. ls 3d; J\Irs. A. BPdnell, ls; !\lrs. Clatworthy, ts; Lonise. Wright, 6d; Annie Walla'..ce, 6d; 
Map-g-ie Dnnald, 6d; l-ii~~ Harper, 6s; M~ss Smith, 6s; Miss H. Long, ls; Mrs. Goodess, 3d; Miss E. 
Adam~. 10!!; Mrs. and M1s" Petty, ls; Ml.SS E. "-.,.ebb, ls 6d; Mrs. Morrisson, ls; Aggie Coombs, le; 
Annie Coombs, ls; Mrs. Marriott, 2s; M. E Gardner, 2s; Mr. J. Wilson, 4s; MisR Franks, ls; J. R. 
Beaton. I~; Mis~ E. Arnold, 6d; H. B. Wild Smith, le; Mrs. Pringle, ls 6d; 8. P. Catterson, 10s; 
:\Irs.F. Henf'y,2s6d; MissN.Parr,5s; M.issA.Jervis,2s; Miss M. Christie,ls; Jas. Noakes, 6d; 
Miss M. Ro.ngeley, ls; Miao K. Valentine. le; Miss Smith, ls 6d; Mise Emily Smith, le 6d; Mr. J. 
Smith, ls 6d i Mrs. Cornwell, 2s; Miss C. Adam. 3d.; Richard Vernon, 5s; Miss McDonald, ls; 8aro.h 
La.st, Sd; Geo. Bonticlr, ls; Miss E. Clatworthy, Is; Miss C. Bland, ls; Miss Kemp, ls; Lizzie 
Gordon. 5s; Mrs. Todd, 5s i Alice Ell~, ls; Miss E. R. Perry, ls; Wm. Bmirh, 2s 6d; H. Stokes, 7d i 
Dalla.Id Mcflean, 2s 6d; A. H. Morgan, 6d; ~amu'el Hare~, lOs; John Ashbourn, 6d; Wm. 
Drake, 2s; Elizabeth Rushbrooke, Is; Mrs. E. Mitchell, 2s 6d; Mrs. E. M. Kelly, I•; Mrs. Crabtree, 
2s; A. Cormo.ck, 6d; Mn!. Smith, 2s; L. V. Bacon, 6d: Emily Stevens, I•; Mrs. J. W. Franklin, 
2s 6d, Clara Dunsdon, Is 6d; Jes. Wilson, la 4d; E. ViI,cent, Is; John Gourlay, oe; Miss Emily 
DaTis, ls; S. A. Shaw, ls; J. Gracie, l!-:; Ellen Clark, b; M. R. and E. T., ls; Mrs. H. Barclay, 
26 6d; J e.ne Hayward, 6d; Miss A.. l:l. HaY'~ard, 6d; E. Gore, ls 3d; Miss Cox, 2s; Bessie Pring, 6d ; 
C. Field, 6d; E. Fisher, Is; Miss Cbinchen, 2s; Miss A. Pourie, le 6d; A. M. BS.JTett, 2s ; Mre. 
Pitty, 6d; J. A. Lamb. 2d; Jes. Wright, 2s; John Blo.ckley, 2s 6d; E. Crysto.11, 6d; Jane C. Young, 
6d · Mrs. R. Phillips, 6d; Mrs. A, Smeed, ls; Eleanor Bentall, ls; F. E. Greenop, Is; Miss F. E. 
Johnson, 6d; J. W. H .. 3s; Miss L. B~own, 6d; Mar, A. Eave~, ls; S. Flutz, 6d_; Mrs. Bai1e_y, ls; 
Fe.mily of Foulgers, ls 6d; Mre. Doonngton, 2d; Miss J. Doorington, 2d; E •. Knight, Is; Miss K. 
Francis 2s • M. Green, 2s; Sarah Gear!, Is; A. Mercho.nt, 2s; Ada Ba~go.tt, 6d; Mr. Jo.9. Todd 
Reid, 5~; Bessie Sb'eldrick, 6d; Miss Rose, ls;~ H. Hitt, 2s 6d; A. Hughes, 2e 6d; Mrs. Jones, Is; 
Jes. Wilson 6d; Miss Everest, Is 9d; Maudie, 6d; Mrs. Maybrook, senr., 29 6d; W.R. M. o.nd 
AM M. 6~· Mr.H.Rose,2s; Mr.F.W.Rose,ls; MissK.Roae,le6d; Eliza.Rimell,6d; John 
fusl~r, 1;; Mrs. M. Garden, 2s 6d; Miss. Heo.th o.nd Mies J. Heath, 5s; MiseLucy Clo.~k, 6d; Loui_sa 
A. Cox, Js 6d; Mis• _Me.honey, I~ 6d; ~ E. Love~, ls; Mr~. Laver, ls; Ruth Jamieson, Is; MJSs 
Bo.rrett, 2,; MTF. Hinks, 2s; M,ss L Swift. 6d; Miss G. Swift, le; Mrs. E. 4. Amery, 48 6d ; Mr. 
Fied. Toed, 2s 6d; Mr. Robt. !'cott, 2e 6d; Mr. Simon Slater, 6d; J',fise A, Pedley, 2e 6d; J, Albry, la; 
Marion Le Gullian, ls; E. S.Albry, ls; C. Albry, le €d; N. Albry, 6d; W. H. Albry, 6s; Mr. Gen. 
Holllllld, 4d; M,os A,,=es White, 6d; Mr. H. H. Co.rter, 6d; Miss H. E. Gill, ~d; :Mre. J. R. Gill, ls; 
Miss M. Rantin, 2s 6d ; EUen Matheson, 6d; Carne Read, 2e; Jane Girdleetone, 3e; Mr, Z. 
Whiting, I..s.-Tota.l, £23 Bs. 3d. 

Frienda aending preaenta to the Orphanage are earneatly requeated to let their namea or 
initials accompany the same, or we cannot properly acknowledge them; and also to write to 
Pastor J . .A. Spurgeon, Campbel/on, White Horse Road, Croydon, if no acknowledgment i: 
sent within a week. .All parcels should be addreBSed to the Treaaurer, Spurgeon, 
Orpl,an Home, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Roizd, Lon~n. 

Special Notiee.-It is earnestly requested that all donations for the Stockwell Orphana.11e 
be addressed to the Treasurer, Spurgeons' Orphan Home, Stockwell Orp_ha_nage, Claph1;m 
Road London. J)onatwns for the Pastors' College, the Pastors' College Missionary .Associa
tion the Co/portage .Associatwn, and the Pastors' College Evangelista, should be add,·essed to the 
8eer'ctary Metropolitan Tabernacle, LondlJn. Cheques, money orders, 4"c., should be c,·ossed, 
and mack payable to the Treaaurer of the College, Orphanage, Colportage, or other work 
desired to be asaisted. 

Contributions" For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Foreign Translations of C. II. 
8purgeon's Sermons, ar.d for Beulah Bapt_ist Chapel, Bezhill-on-Sea, should be sent to Mrs. 
c. H. Spurgwn," Westwood," Beulah Hitt, Upper Norwood. 
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11 @ht ~uuthm ~ah" at " ffilcsftuood.'' 
C. H. SPURGEON'S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS' QUESTIONS. 

( Continued from page 6.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-.Are we justified in receii-ing lfr. 
IJarwin's or any other tl1eory of evolution? 

MR. SPURGEON's ANSWER.-My reply to that enquiry 
can best take the form of another question,-Does Revela
tion teach us evolution? It never has struck me, and it 

does not strike me now, that the theory of evolution can by any 
4 
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process of argument be reconciled with the inspired record of the 
Creation. You remember how it is distinctly stated, again and again, 
that the Lord made each creature "afuw his kind." So we read, 
"And God_ created great whales, and every living creature that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, 
and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good." And again, " And God said, Let the earth bring forth the 
living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of 
the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of 
the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good." Besides, brethren, I would remind you that, after all these 
years in which so many people have been hunting up and down the 
world for " the missing link" between animals and men, among all 
the monkeys that the wise men have examined, they have never dis
covered one who has rubbed his tail off, and ascended in the scale of 
creation so far as to take his place as the equal of our brothers and 
sisters of the great family of mankind. Mr. Darwin has never been 
able to find the germs of an Archbishop of Canterbury in the body of 
a Tom-cat or a Billy-goat, and I venture to prophesy that he will 
never accomplish such a feat as that. There are abundant evidences 
that one creature inclines towards another in certain respects, for all 
are bound together in a wondrous way which indicates that they are 
all the product of God's creative will; but what the advocates of 
evolution appear to forget is that there is nowhere to be discovered an 
actual chain of growth from one creature to another,-there are 
breaks here and there, and so many missing links that the chain 
cannot be made complete. There are, naturally enough, many 
resemblances between them, because they have all been wrought by 
the one great master-mind of God, yet each one has its own 
peculiarities. The Books of Scripture are many, yet the Book, the 
Bible, is one; the waves of the sea are many, yet the sea is one; an_d 
the creatures that the Lord has made are many, yet the Creation 
is one. 

Look at the union between the animal and the bird in the bat or fu 
the flying squirrel, think of the resemblance between a bird and a 
fish in the flying fish; yet no body, surely, would venture to tell you 
that a fish ever grew into a bird, or that a bat ever became a butterfly 
or an eagle. No; they do not get out of their own spheres. All the 
evolutionists in the world cannot "improve " a mouse so that it will 
develop into a cat, or evolve a golden eagle out of a barn-door fowl. 
Even where one species very closely resembles another, there is a 
spaciality about each which distinguishes it from all others. 

I do not know and I do not say, that a person cannot believe in 
Revelation and in evolution, too, for a man may believe that which is 
infinitely wise and also that which is only asinine. In this evil age, 
there is apparently nothing that a man cannot believe ; he can 
believe, ex aniino, the whole Prayer-book of the Church of England! 
It is pretty much the same with other matters; and, after all, the 
greatest discoveries made by man must be quite babyish to the infinite 
wind of God. He has told us all that we need to know in order that 
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we roay become like Ilirnself, but He never meant u8 to know all that 
He knows. As for myflelf, brethren, I want to love my Lord more, 
to feel my sin more, and to learn how I can live more like Christ but 
I do not want merely to know more. Here, "we kn:ow in part," and 
what we really know is so little that we shall be wi8e just to lay our 
heads in the bosom of our Heavenly Father, and love Him, and bless 
Him, and seek to do what He bids us. 

1f 1f 

Q.-I/ you had to limit your library, what Commentary would yoit 

,have? 
A.-1 should have Matthew Henry. But if you have that, what 

other would you like to have ? I do not think you will ever find 
Scott pay you much. Adam Clarke is full of curiosities, but you can 
always do without him. I must not begin to talk on such a tempting 
theme, but say to you what Cobbett once said to an enquirer, '' If you 
want to know my opinion, read my books." All that I can possibly 
tell you upon this subject is contained in my volume, Commenting and 
Commentaries .11 

1f 1f 1f ~ 

Q.-Should the minister take all the service himself? 
A.-That must depend partly upon the circumstances in which the 

minister is placed, for it may be that there is a good deacon who has 
long been accustomed to give out the hymns, and who would feel hurt 
if he were set on one side by the young man who has come fresb. from 
College. Still, if the matter is altogether left to the minister, I think 
that, as a rule, it is much better for him to take all the service. It is 
a misery to have the worship of God pulled to pieces as it has been in 
some places that I might mention, where one does a little portion, and 
someone else another part, and then at last the preacher is allowed to 
have his share in the proceedings. Last week, I was preaching at a 
certain place, and there was one brother _who went up into the pulpit, 
and just read a hymn, and then came down; another followed him, 
"to read the lesson," and so on. I like to make the whole service 
move forward towards one end, so as to produce one effect upon the 
worshippers; and it is not possible, as a rule, for two or three men to 
lead the congregation in this fashion. Sometimes, when I am going 
out to preach, the good folk say to me, "We will get somebody 
to take the preliminary service." Is not that wicked,-though it is 
not meant to be so ? It implies that the prayer and the praise and 
the reading of the Scriptures are all merely " preliminary" to what 
the preacher has to say. I have often compared the earlier portion of 
the service to the husbandman's work in sharpening his scythe or 
sickle, and if I am to do the mowing or the reaping, I prefer to 
sharpen my own implement. 

I have had some very curious experiences 
letting other people give out the hymns for me. 

through occasionally 
I u the beginning of 

* Commenliug a11d Commenlaries: T-wo Lectitres adtl1·ess,,,l to the sl!lde11ts o( lhe 
Pastors' Cotlc_qe, together wilh a Calalogtte of Biblical C1111w1e11taries and E.cpositions. 
Dy C. H. SPURGEON. Passmore and Alabaster. 2s. 6d. 
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my preaching experience, there was a dear good man who would 
persist in announcing-

" Mighty God I while angels bless Thee, 
May an infant lisp Thy name?" 

That was to be sung with special reference to me, and at first it was 
all very proper, for the veteran saint might well regard me as " an 
infant " in spiritual things ; but, ten years later, when I went down 
to preach, it -was still the same hymn to be sung before my sermon,-

" Mighty God! while angels bless Thee, 
May an infant lisp Thy name ? " 

And when I was forty years of age, and the venerable man was near 
the close of his long life, I still had to join the congregation once 
more in singing-

'' Mighty God ! while angels bless Thee, 
May an infant lisp Thy name ? " 

I thought that I was rather a largish infant, and felt that I would 
have preferred to choose my own hymns. 

I may also tell you what happened to me on another occasion. The 
minister of the place where I was preaching would give out the 
hymns, and the hymn-book in use was that one by Dr. Watts in 
which there are first the Psalms, and then Books I., II., and ill. of 
Hymns. I had selected a hymn out o! one of the divisions, but by 
some mistake the minister had turned to the wrong part of the book, 
and before he had discovered his error, he was reading-

" When the Eternal bows the skies 
To visit earthly things, 

With scorn Divine He turns His eyes 
From towers of haughty kings. 

"He bids His awful chariot roll 
Far downward from the skies, 

To visit every humble soul 
With pleasure in His eyes." 

Those of you who are familiar with the hymns of Dr. Watts know 
that the last verse begins-

" Just like His nature is His grace, 
All sov'reign and all free ; " 

and when the minister had read these two lines, he said, "We won't 
sing this hymn." I felt that, under the circumstances, the hymn 
ought to be sung, so I said, " If you please, we will sing that hymn ; 
or we will not have any at all if we do not have that one." So the 
minister shut up the book, and I went on with the sermon. I had 
:fixed upon quite a different subject for my discourse; but when such a 
challenge was given to me, I felt compelled to change my theme, so I 
announced as my text, "I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
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God that sheweth mercy," and I preached from those words a dis
course full of _good ~ound doctrine,-sixteen ounces to the pound,
which filled with delight the hearts of all the brethren and sisterfl 
who loved the marrow and fatness of the faith which some call 
Calvinism, but which we trace back to our Lord Himself and Hifl 

~milM. ~ • • • 

Q.- What do you think upon the subJect of preaching without using 
notes~ 

.A..-1 think it is a capital thing not to use notes at all in preaching ; 
that is the way to begin. I always use a few notes, I suppose 
because I began in that way; but I suspect that, if you do not com
mence to use any, you will not need them. I think, however, even if 
you do not look at your notes, you will find it helpful to have them 
somewhere about you, so that you can refer to them on an emergency. 
The memory loves to be trusted; and the more it is trusted, the 
stronger it becomes. So the less notes you have in preaching, the 
better. 

Q.-Should we re-baptize those who have formerly professed their faith by 
being immersed in the Scriptural way ? 

.A..-That is a question which must be answered according to the 
circumstances of each case as it is brought before you. I£ a person 
came to me, and said, " I am afraid I was not a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ when I was immersed, but I think now that I have 
really been converted, and therefore I should like to be baptized on 
profession of my faith," I think I should reply, "Were you not 
really converted before your baptism? Did you not profess to be 
converted ? If so, I should not recommend you to be baptized 
again." But if the person said to me, "I am sure that, at that time, 
I had not thought aright upon this important matter, and I certainly 
was not baptized after the Scriptural order ; " I should reply, " Well, 
I leave it entirely with you ; baptism ought to follow faith, and if you 
had no faith when you were baptized, you were not baptized in the 
New Testament meaning of the word ; but it is not a point that I 
should raise with you, and I should leave the whole question to your 
own conscience as enlightened by the Spirit of God." Once or twice, 
I have said to friends who have been troubled upon this matter, "I 
believe you were converted before you were baptized, and I should 
not think of baptizing you again." 

You know, brethren, that our forefathers were called Ana-baptists, 
because it was said by their opponents that they re-baptized those 
w_ho had been already baptized. Of course, they did nothing of the 
kmd; but they immersed, on profession of their faith, those who had 
previously been sprinkled as unconscious infants. There was no ana
baptism or re-baptism there, the two things were altogether distinct. 
I could tell a good many stories of that kind of ana-baptism. There 
was one of the elders of the Tabernacle Church who was-as the 
word is usually understood-" baptized" four times. The first time 
the babe was sprinkled, he was so ill that he was only half-done, 
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according to the ritual provided for that purpose in tho Prnyer-book. 
1'ben he got better, he was taken to the church to be properly 
fini~hcd off, but the parson was so drunk that he g·nve the child a 
girl's name instead of the one which had been selected for him. His 
fat.her and mother did not like their boy running the risk of being 
called by the name that had been given to him, so they took him for 
the third time; and the clerg:pnan, being sober then, ga.ve him his 
right name. 'When he grew up, he was converted, and I baptized 
him after the Scriptural order; but the Church of England ha.d made 
three attempts to baptize him, and failed every time. 

( To be continued.) 

"THE LORD TAEETH PLEASURE IN THEM THAT FEAR HIM, IN THOSE 

TH..,1.T HOPE IN His MERCY."-Psa. cxlvii. 11. 

IT seems to me that very many of the Lord's people are like timid 
sheep that stand trembling outside the fold, lingering by the fences) 

hungry and thirsty for the green pastures and the still waters within 
the enclosure, but not daring to venture in. They are in the King's 
meadow, He has given His life for them, and called them by name; 
but something hinders their full enjoyment of His love, and of the
dli.i!lties which that love has provided for them. They "cannot enter 
in because of unbelief," they are afraid to draw any nearer because 
they do not possess the "full assurance of faith." Poor, distressed, 
faint-hearted ones ! This is not the will of God concerning you, nor 
is it the mind of your loving Shepherd, for He says, '' My sheep hear 
My voice, and they follow Me;" and following Christ always means 
getting closer to God, and learning to delight in Him. 

This text which I have chosen, is a wide-open gate into the fair 
fields of peace and joy, where you may find rest unto your souls.· 
You need not stay to wonder whether you can ever get through ; the 
way is plain and smooth, all the stones are gathered out; AND IF YOU 

WILL, you may come and welcome. Did you not, just lately, see one
quite as timorous as yourself go up to "the Man at the Gate," and 
ask for entrance ? And do you not know what the ready reply was? 

"I am willing with all my heart, said He." 
And if you will venture, you will receive the same loving answer. 

Let us look well at the blessed, encouraging words. " The Lortl 
taketh pleasure in them that fear Him." Can you not come in there? 
Do you not fear Him,-I mean, in a spiritual, not a slavish sense,
fear to grieve Him, fear to go contrary to His will, fear to miss His 
approval, or occasion the hiding of His face? Then, if this be true, 
He taketh pleasure in you! Think of it quietly for a moment. Lay 
down this Magazine, and let the precious hope steal into your heart 
that this iB truly a message of comfort for you, and that it oug~t to be 
i=ediately received, believed, and rejoiced in. Do not put it from 
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yon, and refuse to accept the blessing because it seems " too go0d to 
be true," anrl you feel too sinful, too selfish, too half-heart'ld t0 be 
worthy of such tender love. 

Besides, do you not see that, as if this gate were not open enough 
for such timid ones as you, " the Shepherd of love " has flung it even 
further back in the next clause of the verse, " The Lord taketh pleawure 
... in those that hope in Ilis mercy." Surely, the most desponding 
and fearful of the Lord's children can come as far as that, and with a 
lightened heart thankfully say, "Dear Lord, that must mean me!" 
My friend, if you do indeed, "fear the Lord, and hope in His mercy," 
you know it is not a question of what you are, but of what Chri8t is for 
you. Faith in the Lord Jesus strips the soul of its filthy rags, and 
wraps around it the glorious and priceless robe of the Saviour's 
righteousness; and thus arrayed, it is easy to see that all who believe 
must be pleasing in the Father's sight. Dear Mr. Spurgeon was very 
fond of quoting two quaint lines which set forth this reassuring 
truth,-

'' Him, and then the sinner see, 
Look through Jesu's wounds on me." 

Herein lies the secret of God's delight in His people, and it is because 
we are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus," that we dare to believe that" the Lord is well pleased 
for His righteousness' sake." What a pity it is that we often persist 
in looking more at our own spiritual condition than at Him who alone 
can make that condition one of constant abiding in Him! Miss 
Havergal, in her delightful little book, "My King," very strikingly 
says:-" Let us leave off morbidly looking to see exactly how much 
we love Him, for this is like trying to warm ourselves at a thermometer, 
and perhaps only ends in doubting whether we love at all! " 

Ah! dear souls, a far better way is to believe God's Word, and 
joyfully think of Him as taking pleasure in you, rejoicing in your 
desire after Him, and the hope in His mercy which He sees in your 
heart. Remember that the " fear " and the " hope " are His own 
work in you, they are not the natural products of your soul, but 
spiritual graces implanted by the Holy Spirit. Take courage, then, 
get a grip of the blessed truth that He loves you,-HE I,O>ES You,
and, soon, instead of wandering forlornly up and down the outside 
pastures, you will be drawn by that love to the inner fold where "He 
feedeth among the lilies." 

The Lord has given me the desire of my heart in seeing the School
Chapel at Bexhill built and opened free from debt, and this without 
asking help except at His gracious and bountiful hands. I 
feel like one waking from a happy dream, and finding it a reality ! I 
scarcely understand how the Lord has brought it all to pass, so silently, 
yet so surely, has He WYought in us anc. for us; but it is a fact that, 
this time last year, there was but that secret hope in my mind of such 
a mercy for Bexhill, of which I have told you, and now the pretty 
little place is completed, the land is all bought, the deeds are all 
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isettl0d, the costs all paid, and-I must write the next sentenoe in 
capitah•,-OUR MINDS ARE FULLY PURPOSED TO COMMENCE THE LARGER 
J1LILDING IMMEDIATELY! 

Could we do les!<, or otherwise, when our God has been so exceed
ingly gracious ? It would look like distrusting Him for the larger 
effort, after all the help and mercy past. No ! " 'Tis His goodness 
makes us bold.'' We draw a plea from what He has done, and glorify 
Him by believing that He will do yet more. Besides, He has lately 
given to me these assuring words, " Thou shalt see "'reater things than 
these." I know He means it, and my faith has taken hold on the 
promise with the utmost delight and expectation. I cannot tell where 
the three or four thousand pounds are coming from wherewith to erect 
the large Chapel, but neither did I know from what treasury the Lord 
would draw the sixteen hundred pounds which "Little Beulah" (with 
its accessories, as mentioned in detail on page 76,) has cost. But 
what matters that ? Our God is " Shaddai "-the All-sufficient; and 
if His work needed hundreds of thousands, it would be as nothing to 
Him to supply them. 

How carefully He has planned everything for us during the past 
year, and in how many wonderful ways has He inclined the people's 
hearts to help ! I could tell you some very pleasing things on this 
head, but they will all come out by degrees; and I want, first of all, 
to praise and magnify Him, for it is truly all His doing, and "it is 
marvellous in our eyes." And, as He has so gloriously undertaken 
the first part of the work, there can be no doubt or fear about the 
completion of the whole. God never does things by halves, or leaves 
His work unfinished I sent a message to the people by " Son Tom" 
when he opened the Chapel, which I should like to repeat here, for it 
should stir up our hearts to do our very utmost for this service to the 
Lord God of Israel:-" BUILD THE HOUSE; AND I wn.L TAKE PLEASURE 
IN IT, AND I wn.L BE GLORIFIED, sAITH THE LORD." Is not that enough 
to make one enthusiastic and expectant? 

One of the very choicest blessings which God has given to this little 
hill of Zion is a pastor who seeks to declare fully the whole counsel 
of God. No "uncertain sound" will be heard from the platform at 
"Beulah," much less "another gospel, which is not another," so long 
as Mr. Hockey is the preacher ; for while the Lord enables him, he 
will be determined not to know anything among his hearers, " save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." Chief among my many causes for 
gratitude do I reckon this one,-the goodness of God in choosi1;tg_ a 
pastor who is " steadfast in the faith," " strong in the grace that 1s m 
Christ Jesus." and who has already made" full proof of his ministry." 
.Mr. Hockey is also a man of faith and prayer. He wrote to me, one 
day lately :-" If I possessed enough money, I would at once write 
out a cheque for the cost of the whole concern, so firmly do I believe 
that this work is the Lord's, and that He will carry it through ! " 

A letter from the esteemed publishers of many of Mr. Spurgeon's 
works in German, gives the following interesting information:-'' We 
have a very remarkable incident to note in connection with the 
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circulation of your dear husband's Sormons in a foreign tongue. A 
gentleman in Ro~mania, who re~ds German well, tra~s~ates portions 
of the discourses mto the Armeman language, and, wr1tmg them out, 
sends them in the form of a letter to his ?ountry-men. This letter 
then circulates among the small groups of believers m Baku, Schuscha, 
Schemacha, Eriwan, and other places in the Caucasus. Does not this 
remind one of the times of the apostles, when in the form of 'letters ' 
the Epistles were sent from church to church to be read by all the 
brethren in Christ ? " 

Poor oppressed and suffering Armenians ! This is truly a work of 
love and mercy to undertake on their behalf. How much I wish I 
had some of the Sermons in their own tongue, that they might be 
strengthened by the consolation which flows from every page ! 

We can easily imagine that the Lord has used these fragmentary 
•" letters " to sustain the courage, and cheer the hearts of these 
persecuted people in the midst of their grievous sorrows ;-perhaps 
the dear glorified Pastor's words have enabled some of them to meet 
a sudden and violent death with serenity and confidence, and they 
have already had an opportunity of telling him in Heaven how he 
comforted them on earth ! 

On the bosom of the Caribbean Sea, like a pendant of glittering 
emeralds lie three fair islets,-the Great Cayman, the Little Cayman, 
and Cayman Brae. (How vividly these names recall the cherished 
tale of our childhood, which thrilled our hearts with a delicious fear 
lest, some day, we should find the Big Bear, or the Middle Bear, or 
the Little Wee Bear, fast asleep in our bed! But as this story has 
nothing to do with bears, I must apologise for introducing the 
reminiscence.) 

It is about Cayman Brae that I have something interesting to tell 
you. The island is very small, and quite isolated from the busy world 
and its ways; it has no doctor, no direct postal communication, and 
no vehicles; all journeys are made on horseback or in canoes, and the 
pastor has to combine, in his own person, the roles of preacher, 
doctor, school-master, bookseller, architect, builder, lawyer, and 
general referee! Truly, he must be an "out-and-out" missionary! 
The whole population of the islands are Baptists ; and, with the 
exception of the pastor and his wife, I presume they are black,
" God's image in ebony," as somebody very prettily put it. They are 

• a poor, good-hearted, simple folk, who look to their spiritual teacher 
and guide for everything; and I should think they must be naturally 
open to religious conviction, receiving the glad message of the gospel 
with great joy when presented to them. 

For many years, I have regularly sent the beloved Pastor's Sermons to 
this out-of-the-way place, and I cannot doubt but that God has made 
them, directly or indirectly, a blessing to fae people. There have been 
many baptisms among them lately, and it is to d~scribe briefly one of 
these services that I am writing this paragraph, for a letter recently 
received from the missionary's wife has greatlyinterestod me, and I know 
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m~· d<.>Rr reRders like me to pass on to them anything specially pleasant 
in connection with my work. So, if you would like to see-

~ JSaptilsmal Setbice in '1tn11mnn lame, 
you must come down to the shore in the early morning, before the sun 
has attained his great power. The blue waves of the sea are sparkling 
in the sunshine, the cocoa-nut palms are waving gracefully in the light 
breeze, and the rocks round about are crowded with onlookers who are 
all deeply concerned in the solemn scene to be enacted before them. 
In the op<.>n sea stands the m.iliister, with an old deacon by his side, 
and the water laps gently around them as if in sympathy with the 
impressiveness of the occasion. The white-robed candidates stand on 
the shore, waiting for the moment when it shall be their joy to follow 
their Sanour: and then, as each one is laid for an instant beneath the 
shining water, rising again in token of "newness of life," we can 
almost seem to hear the sweet doxology of praise which ascends "unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood." 

I can scarcely imagine looking upon such a touching and pathetic 
sight without tears of gladness, and a soul full of praise to God. Do 
the angels, think you, ever hover wonderingly over such a scene as 
this ? Do those few fleecy clouds in the brilliant sky veil the forms. 
of some celestial visitants, who still sing of "glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men " ? s. s. 

~torr ofi jrindpal <!irauy;' s ~isr <ooJortls. 
(REPORTED BY :PASTOR GEORGE MENZIES, ARBROATH.) 

For mental stimulus, there is nothing like prayer. 

The first requirement of a gospel preacher is to have a gospel to
preach. 

In the exposition of a text, we have to say the thing that must be
said. 

Unless we preach the meaning of the text, we have no authority of· 
God for what we say. 

Preach the law, and so make room for the gospel. 

Every young man ought to beware of facility of utterance. 

Every man who will work will grow. 

Prepare yourself for the future, and there will be a future for you. 

Many a young minister has lost more, in himself and in his influence, 
after an evening service, than he has gained in the two s;rvices; h~nce, 
that evening and the Monday ought to be guarded with a specially 
j ealouf:! e;are. 
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A SHORT SERMON, WRITTEN MORE THAN 40 YEARS AGO, 
BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"So Moses the e~,rvo.nt of the _Lonn died there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the Lonn. -Deut. xxx1v. 5. 

ONE of the most fitting subjects £or the contemplation of a living 
man is "Death." There is no subject more calculated to 

·moderate our desires, or put our judgments in order, than the dread 
subject of mortality. But, alas! how seldom does it dwell upon our 
mind! How constantly do we shun the mere mention of it : The 
same feeling which prompts us to say, "Bury the dead out of our 
sight," leads us to lay the finger o~ ~he mouth of Death, an~ bid him 
be silent. How very few are our v1s1ts to the grave! The iron gates 
of the tomb grate too horribly upon their hinges to be pleasant to us: 
we seldom look within, save when they open wide, and some one of 
our friends is dragged within. Even then, we glance but briefly, 
and turn speedily to the things of time and sense. 

Wherefore this unwillingness to meditate on death ? Do we hope 
to escape, like the foolish ostrich, by shutting our eyes and covering 
our heads? Is it not wise to talk with Death, to walk with him in his 
gloomy gardens, to visit the secret places where the weary cease from 
troubles, and the great and small sleep on the same couch ? Such a 
course would familiarize us with the skeleton monarch ; and, as the 
well-trained war-horse fears not the fire, the smoke, or the rattling of 
the musketry, so should we, "fearless of hell and ghastly death," 
calmly await our doom. 

With Christian men, aversion to the thought of death is most 
inconsistent with that hope of immortality which is our glory and our 
crown. We will now follow Moses to his grave ; and I trust, however 
we may have feared death, we may exclaim, in a better sense than the 
poet Virgil intended, "Facilis descensus .Averni," "The way to death is 
tiasy; yea, made smooth by the comforts of the Saviour's grace." 
"Let us also go, that we may die with Him," said Thomas, when our 
Lord was going to His death; an_d so I say, "Let us go and visit the 
leader of the tribes in the wilderness." Let us consider,-

!. THE VETERAN. 
IT. THE ASCENT. 

Ill. THE PROSPECT. 
IV. THE DE.A.TH. 

V. THE BuRI.A.L. 
VI. THE ALLEGORY IN IT ALL. 

I. Let us go to the camp of Israel, and see THE VETERA.N LA.w
GIVER. 

It is a day of solemn assembly, the people are gathered, by their 
companies, listening to someone who, standing apart, is pouring: out 
a strain or song·. Who is he who speaks so eloquently? It is 
Moses,-once the starnmerer,-who, like the swan, is singing his 
death-song·. What a sight to havo seen Moses at tlu1.t lllornent '. He 
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was 1 :2(1 ~-ears old, and what an eventful life his had been ! Forty 
years he had spent in the palaces of the Pharaohs, .and had learned 
all the secrets and wisdom of Egypt; forty years he had led a retired 
pastoral life amid the vast plains of Northern Arabia; and forty more 
he, by faith, had been treading the pathless wilderness. 

Oh, what a history that man could unfold ! He once lay a weeping 
infant in the ark of bulrushes, next he stood in regal halls, then as a 
prrsecuted man he fled to Midian. Providence conducts him to a well 
where he has an interview with the daughters of Jethro, one of who~ 
becomes his wife, and he himself becomes a shepherd. God secludes 
him. that he may ruminate on knowledge already acquired; but a 
change passes over the scene. The burning bush marks the boundary· 
of his pastoral life, and now we find him back in the old palaces of· 
Eg:rt, once his home. Here he works wonders, and afflicts the field 
of Zoan ; his purpose is accomplished, but the curtain falls not. In 
that drama of a life there are other scenes ; we see him, in the might 
of God, dividing with his rod the sea, and drowning therein the 
court and chivalry of Egypt. We see him prostrate in prayer, or 
braving the terrors of Sinai, or fasting forty days while, as one 
greatly-beloved, he talks with God. 

A life more eventful cannot be conceived; and now there he stands, 
uttering the peroration of his life-long sermon, putting the seal to his 
finished testimony. Is he not venerable; is there not something to be 
revered in him? We cannot hope to live to the age of Moses, or to 
do all that he did; but his life says to us who are young, " 0 youth, 
wouldest thou in thy latter days be honoured ? Then, walk as Moses 
did, who chose the reproach of Christ rather than the treasures in 
Egypt." And you, ye grave and venerable seniors, happy are ye if ye 
can look at Moses without a blush, or if, like him, ye can welcome 
death with song. 

What is moi;t remarkable in Moses is, that his eye did not wax dim, 
neither did his natural force abate. His eye, when he looked for the 
last time on the tents of Jacob, flashed with the same fire as when he 
saw the people dancing before the calf. His arm was as strong as 
when he smote the Egyptian, his foot as firm as when he put off 
his shoe at Horeb, and his mind as unimpaired as when he studied 
in the palaces of Memphis. The exposure in the wilderness, the cares 
of a nation, the murmurs of rebels, bad not worn him out. He was 
an iron man, like the law which be promulgated, and his strength 
was equal to his day. We cannot hope thus to endure as to our 
bodies. Time will bleach our locks, care will plough its furrows on 
our brow, the gTinding must sound faintly, and the lookers-out at 
these windows must be darkened. But, in another sense, we may 
hrJpe to be like Moses. Our strength shall be renewed like the 
eagle's. Waiting on the Lord, we shall not faint, nor grow weary; 
and, even in age, we shall have in our hearts the greenness and vigour 
of youth. 

\Ve might say more upon this veteran, but we will not, save just 
thiB onr:, thought. How few are spared to old age! Doath mows the 
ti,D<ler plants, and seldom allows them to ripen, far less to go into the 
b81'8 and yellow leaf. (J ye fathers, ye are the vanguard of our army ! 
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May God long spare you, but may He ever remind you of the d!lep 
responsibility which rests upon your spared heads! 

II. TnE AscENT. 
Moses now leaves the throng, and climbs the mountains of 

Abarim, up the sides of Nebo, on to its very peak, called Pisgah. 
He goes up there, and he goes there to die! He had climbed the 
quaking rocks of Sinai, to enter within the cloud-covered circle, and 
hear the voice of God. Now he climbs for another purpose. The 
Lycurgus of Israel retires to die. We talk of going dov:n to the 
grave; this man went up to his. And truly, if we judged rightly, we 
should not say a Christian goes down into the grave, but goes up to his 
tomb. Sweet thought! We shall ascend above the dusky world, and 
get into a clearer atmosphere ere we die. The house where a Christian 
dies is usually, as it were, built on a hill. He sees others weeping; 
but he cries, "Weep not for me." He sings, he claps his hands. 
The air is purer and balmier up yonder where he lies. His lowly bed 
is really a lofty divan where, like an honouxed monarch, he reclines 
in peace. Perhaps Moses looked back with sorrow at leaving his 
people ; but when he looked up to the top of the hill, he went on with 
joy, saying, like Abraham, " Abide ye here, while I go and worship
God yonder." 

We remark that Moses ascended this mountain alone. Aaron could 
climb Sinai with him, Joshua could ascend Horeb with him; but 
neither Aaron nor Joshua could climb Pisgah with him. Aaron and 
Hur held up the hands of Moses on the hill when Joshua fought with 
Amalek in the valley ; but against the last enemy there is no mortal 
helper to stand with Moses. The old mountain-ranger leans on no 
human arm, he is alone. And, beloved, you and I must die alone. 
None can enter the gates of the grave with us. Death is a turnstile 
that admits but one at a time. 

But then, Moses needed no one. He was a strong man ; he could 
climb the steep rock, he could follow the track of the wild goat, or if 
necessary, like the chamois hunter, could leap from crag to crag. Had 
it not been so, the everlasting arms would have carried him up, or ha,e 
cut steps in the hard granite that he might rise with ease to the 
appointed summit. 0 brethren, here is a precious word for you, when 
dying time is come ! The message will not be, " Go down into the 
vaults of death," but, " Get thee up into the top of Pisgah." 

III. THE PROSPECT. • 

We know why Moses must die aloft, it is that he may have a vision 
of Canaan. All is still on the mountain top: he is too high to hear 
the din of the multitude below. He reclines upon a massive o,er
hanging rock, and looks around. Not far off runs the stream of 
Jordan, and he sees the fields and hills beyond it; but the human eye 
cannot of itself see clearly things remote, and therefore his eyes are 
touched with Heavenly eyesalve, and now how wide the prospect '. 
Nothing is obscure now. In the distance, he sees the mountains of 
Lebo.non, not as an unformed and cloudy mass, but he can see tht, niry 
cedars waving upon the mountain's side. Carmel, and the Great St:>a 
at its foot, are present to him. Tabor, aud Hermon, nud Zion. and 
Bashan, he sees clearly. There are the vales of Esh col, and there the-
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softly-flo,~ing waters of Siloa. From palm-tread Jericho to Naphtali 
from Dan to Beersheba, all is visible to his eye. ' 

Oh, how delighted must he be at the vision of the rivers of milk 
and honey! There is the consummation of his hopes,-the promised 
land of Canaan. Moses never had such a view before; and beloved, 
let me tell you that you too shall have the same view as Moses had. 
Death is the Christian's minaret, which he climbs at the fixed hour. 
Death is the Christian's observatory, whence he looks, with the glass 
of faith, far beyond Saturn's ringed orb, or the belted star of Jove, 
up to the boundless realms of light where his possessions lie. To 
enlarge on ~he scene were useless; where an angel might fail, let a 
mortal be silent. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard as yet, the glories 
which on the mount of death shall be revealed to us. 

I,. THE DEATH. 

But the prospect must fade away. Like every other scene on earth, 
e"Ven this is but a dissolving-view, and it must sweetly melt away into 
another. The green field must become a shining pavement, the 
Jordan must give place to the river of the water of life, and over all 
must rise the jasper light of the sapphire city. Moses dies, as the 
best must do. He dies ;-none saw him, so that we cannot describe 
the scene. Did he with his last breath pray for Israel? We cannot 
answer_ Did he mention the name of the Crucified when his quivering 
lip gave forth its last utterance ? 'Tis all unknown. Ask the old 
rocks of Nebo, ask the wild winds which swept the mountain side, 
and chanted his funeral dirge. We know not, and we seek not to 
know ; all we are told is that Moses died there '' according to the 
Word of the Lord." And surely this is enough; or if not, we can 
know no more. 

However, let us improve his death ; let us preach a short funeral 
sermon upon him, though his body is, like the drowned mariner, 
unfound, a secret treasure hidden in the great unknown. 

Moses' death was, in part, a chastisement. He had sinned at 
Meribah. He called the people rebels; he spoke to them instead of 
to the rock, and smote the rock instead of speaking to it. He failed 
once, and he dies. He might have entered the promised land, or been 
carried to Heaven in a chariot of fire, but that one blot prevented. 
God had been dishonoured; and although the sin had been forgiven, 
chastisement must be inflicted. God never lays any penal vengeance 
at our door ii we are His; but His paternal hand must strike for 
correction. Oh, the doubly-awful nature of sin! It kept the 
meekest man out of Canaan ; let us therefore fear lest, through sin, 
we go halting all our days. 

But we must notice the mercy mingled with it all. If Moses must 
die, he shall die sweetly. Some physicians coat their pills with silver, 
and God doth gild the bitter morsel of death with the glory to be 
revealed. The Jewish Rabbis affirm that the text teaches that God 
kim;ed away the soul of Moses; and, as nearly all the eminent com
llH,utators have thought this worthy of mention, I mention it as a 
very delightful idea. . 

Die he must, even though the marrow is moist in his bones, though 
hiB knees totter not, neither are his joints loosed. So must we die, 
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evon if we be as great as Coosar, as rich as Crmsuf!, as wise as Solomon, 
as strong as Samson, or as meek as Moses. 'fhe oak of a thr,usand 
years' growth must, if _it be not felled earlier, at last become a holl?w 
mansion for owls, and m the end fall down to the earth a rotten rum. 
And he who, like the patriarch Moses, has his eye undimmed, must 
one day sleep in death. But, Christian, God will make it as easy as 
possible to thee, as sweet as bitter can be, and as soft as nature 
.changed by grace will allow. 

V. THE BURIAL. 
Now the last struggle is over, the hallowed clay is forsaken by its 

-once-active tenant. It remains to be buried; and, in order that the 
.Jews might never worship the relics of Moses, God buried him. 
Whether He cleft the rock, and laid him in a natural sarcophagus ; 
whether the flowers bloom over his head, or thunders date their birth 
£rom his place of emtombment, we know not, for he is hidden till the 
-day shall declare it. Michael guards his dust from the demon who 
would unveil his secret. It may not be known. 

What learn we here? We learn the vanity of the pomp and dis
play which often accompany a funeral. It may be well that Nelson 
and Wellington should have their bodies drawn in gorgeous cars with 
all the wealthy of the nation as mourners ; but "vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity." How much more solemn to be buried by the Almighty 
in secret and silence, than to be lowered into the vault with the Dead 
March in Saul and volleys from noisy guns ! Christian, it is right to 
desire a burial and a tomb ; but if thou hast none, dread it not. 
Thou wilt need no " storied urn, or animated bust." Thy God will 
find thee as well if thou shalt lie in the caves of ocean as if thou 
didst rest in an abbey. The n!)glected, overgrown corner of a church
yard will be as near the throne as the poets' corner or the monarch's 
mausoleum. Thou mayest love to think of a tombstone, and of the 
few sweet flowers which shall be on thy grave; but if thine humble 
resting-place be all unknown, then fear not, but trusting thy soul to 
thy Lord, have confidence that the several atoms of thy body shall be 
precious in His sight, and shall arise at His summons. 

VI. We close our discourse with AN ALLEGORY. 
Moses is the law, with eye undimmed by age, and unimpaired by 

years, able to see sin, and strong to punish it in the sinner. 
Moses led the people to the edge of the wilderness, but not into 

Canaan; nor can the law ever land one poor sinner in Paradise. 
Moses died, so is the law dead to every Christian. He died not of 

old age, but by the Word of God; so did the law die to us by the 
Word of Jehovah when He justified us. And, as Moses' body is 
buried, and cannot be found, even so is the damnatory power of the 
law buried by Christ, " and if we search to find our sins, our sins can 
ne'er be found." 

Oh, that, like Moses, we may go Heavenward when we die; like 
him, enjoy a beatific vision; and, like him, close our eyes on earth to 
open them in the New Jerusalem for which our spirits pant ! 

0 Lord, help me! Amen. 
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'.' And th_e Lord said, If ye bad fa.ith as & grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto, 
this sycam1ne tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea· 
and it should obey you."-Luke xvii. 6. • 

DEAR brethren of the Open-Air Mission, if I had to preach a. 
sermon to you to-night, I think I should take the whole verse as 

my text ; but as I am only to give a short address, we will have only 
part of it for our theme,-these three words,-

" THIS SYCAMINE TREE." 

Does one of my hearers ~nquire, "Whatever made Mr. Spurgeon 
choose those words as his motto for an address to us open-air 
preachers ? " Well, dear friend, one reason is evident enough; our 
Lord Jesus Christ was Himself in the open air, or else He would not 
have said, " This sycamine tree." It was, probably, just alongside 
Him ; perchance, some of its widely-spreading branches were over
hanging His head, and shielding Him from the too-hot sun. 

I. So the fust division of my sermonette is,-JEsus WAS AN OPEN
Alll. PREACHER. 

If we had no other proof of it, these words are sufficiently convincing, 
"This sycami.ne tree." We are in good company, are we not? We· 
belong, thank God, to a glorious order. I confess that I have never 
felt ambitious to become a member of certain orders with high sound
ing titles of which some people seem to think a good deal (fancy 
figuring, for instance, in the Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes), but to 
be an open-air preacher, as Jesus was, and to declare under, the 
spreading trees the same "Gospel of the Kingdom," is to my mind 
one of the greatest honours that can possibly fall to the lot of 
mortal man. 

Most of our Lord's discourses were delivered in the open air. 
Sometimes, indeed, He taught in the temple; but even then I presume 
that it was in the SUITounding porches and courts rather than in the 
covered edifice. 'Tie true that He taught and healed in private houses 
sometimes, but I cannot help remembering that He was in a house, 
on one occasion, and it seemed as if it was predestinated that, even 
then, He should be an open-air preacher, for they took the roof off, 
and let down into His presence the man sick of the palsy. Beneath 
the bright blue sky, Jesus spake to him the word of forgiveness, and 
healed .his palsy, too. For the most part, Christ spoke under the 
azure vault of heaven; and if I may venture to say so, I fancy He 
was more at home there than anywhere else; it was His Father's 
house in a very special sense. So He would, with great delight, make 
ljeter's boat His pulpit, and, withdrawn a little way from the strand, 
teach the people as He sat in the sea. Or He would climb the hillside, 
and with the people circling around Him would speak as never man 
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spake. You,_ dear brethr_en, a.re to be _congre.tul~ted that you pr8ach 
in the open air; you are_m the e.post?hc success10n, certainly, in this 
respect, for they and their blessed Chief were open-air prearohers most 
certainly. 

You have this advantage, among many others, that the atmosphere 
does not get intolerably close and hot. No one can suddenly open a 
window just behind you, and let in a rush of cold air, and nobody 
slams the door when coming in, or lets an umbrella fall with a l,rn,l 
bang at a solemn moment ! These annoyances may appear to he 
trifles, not worthy of notice, but when they a.re multiplied, they tend 
greatly to spoil the impressiveness of our services, and with nervous 
preachers they a.re calculated to turn the current of thought, and with 
some hearers they serve to distract attention. There are advantao-es 
connected with open-air preaching which you, dear brethren, are ~ot 
slow to see and to rejoice in, though I must also confess that there are 
advantages in having a comfortable house of prayer, and a building 
specially suited for the worship of God. But these things you have in 
the open air,-God's breeze fanning your cheeks, and God's sun 
brightening your eyes, and a people all round you, who, if they are 
not as numerous as some of our congregations, nor as some would 
judge as respectable as others, are evidently there with a purpose; 
for the doors stand open,-nay, there are no doors to keep them in,
so that, if they stay, you may believe that God it is who holds them 
to their posts, and that He has brought them there that He may speak 
unto them words whereby they may be saved. 

That is my first point, then, Jesus Himself was an open-air preacher. 
Let Him stand first on the list, and foremost in our hearts,-the chiefest 
among ten thousand and the altogether-lovely. 

II. Notice, next, that HE USED COMMON OBJECTS A.S ILLl:'STRaTIO~s. 

Jesus gleaned in every :field. Run through His parables, and you 
will find that birds and beasts and fishes, men and women and 
children, air and earth and see., all were laid under contribution to 
find Him metaphors and imagery. Solomon "spake of trees, from 
the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth 
out of the wall; " but a greater than Solomon is here, as He points to 
" this sycaroine tree." The Lord Jesus, pre-eminent for every grace 
and virtue, was quick-thoughted; He knew how to press into the 
service of His Father all sights, and sounds, and scenes. He beheld 
a sower scattering seed upon the hillside, and imported him into His 
talk immediately. The ravens flew across the sky, so He utilized 
them. The lilies sprang at His feet, and He employed them also in 
His holy service. And you, dear friends, who preach and teach in 
the open air, may well covet earnestly this gift from God,-for it is 
one of the best of His gifts,-the power of utilizing everything, the 
knack of dove-tailing ordinary events, and sights, and scenes, thn.t meet 
you at the moment, into the discow:se which you are delivering. 
Jesus had this faculty in e. superlative degree, and many another 
preacher has had it too, though none ha.ve· possessed it to the extent 
that Jesus did. 

I recollect how my dear father, when he was preaching in the-
5 
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open air, was able to employ this talent. I heard him once, upon the 
banks of the Clyde, on a sultry summer afternoon. He referred to 
the thunderclouds t~at came rolling up from the horizo?-; and when 
he spake of the Providence of God, he bade the folk believe that the 
~:ery midges which were tormenti~g them, so that they could scarcely 
listen to the preacher, were ordained and ordered by the great King 
of all; and by such homely allusions he held them spellbound, or if 
at any moment there seemed a lapse of attention, some such home
thrust, some such familiar reference recalled them to the theme and 
held them fast again. Only the other day, when I was preachi~g in 
~ome country place, a friend told me of how, nearly forty years 
before, my dear father was in the same district preaching in the open 
air. He noticed a man coming over a hedge to get to the place of 
meeting. The congregation looked in the direction of the disturber 
and was somewhat distracted. What do you think the preacher did ? 
Did he scold them for inattention? Nay, verily, that was not his 
mode of action ; but he spoke at once of the man who entered not in 
by the door, but came in some other way, and so employed what might 
have been considered an untoward event in enforcing an important 
lesson. He knew how to weave everything into his discourse, even 
on the spur of the moment, and to make it serve the great purpose he 
had in view. 

In my small way, I remember at least on one occasion being much 
helped by an occurrence which, but for the timely grace of God, 
would have proved a serious drawback. It was in a very small country 
place, a wooden chapel in the bush of New Zealand. During the 
preaching time, there came on one of the most terrific thunderstorms 
that it has ever been my lot to witness, and it seemed as if the frail 
building must be set on fire and destroyed. Then it was that, though 
altogether apart from the theme I had in hand, I felt moved to speak 
about the coming judgment, and of Him whose eyes are as a flame of 
fire ; and while the people's hearts were tender, the truth was stamped 
upon them by the Spirit's power. Christ was acting on this same 
JJrinciple when He said, "This sycamine tree." 

III. Then remember TO WHAT GLORIOUS PURPOSE CHRIST USED ALL 
Hrs METAPHORS. 

He did not tell stories for the sake of telling them. He did not use 
beautiful figures just that He might either attract the people or 
amuse them. There was something deeply practical about all He 
fiaid; He was ever aiming at the one thing, to destroy their hypocrisy 
and sell-righteousness, or to win them into the narrow way. What a 
deal of talk there is with the most of us, and all too little on the practical 
r;ide ! Oh, that every word we speak were a word upon wheels, which 
would run in the memories of the people, and bring glory unto God ! 
liret1:7m, let us be very practica~ let us have our glorious end in view 
±rum t'ir, very first. Perhaps we shall really say more if we say less; 
at lr,a.-:, we shall do more if, in what we do say, we put more of the 
i,ray,-,ful, praetical 8pirit which ever actuated our Lord. 

1 c .. ,i].1 n1Jt 1,Jp r;miling, this morning, as I read in the newspapel' 
1 J.,, 1,~ ·1 icularf.l of a rather curious eaae in one of our law courts. Some 
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man bad given an order to a mechanic to make for him a special kind 
of penny-in-the-slot machine, so constructed that, when the coin was 
inserted, the imitation hen was to cackle and lay an egg. There was 
some fault with this machine, and strangely enough, the effect of it 
was that, when the penny was put in, the hen did not cackle, but laid 
two eggs instead of one. Well, that was bad for the owner of the 
machine ; but I think I know some open-air preachers-not belonging 
to this Society, of course,-who have had plenty of the cackle, but 
very little of the egg. We want to have the fault-it will not be a 
fault in our case,-of saying less and doing more. Let us resolve that 
all we do say is calculated to bring to God more glory, and honour, and 
fruit. All the great Teacher's metaphors were used for practical 
purposes, a~d when He said, "T~is sycamine tree,"_ it was not that 
He Inight discourse about the tree itself, or call attention to the grace
ful branches or the welcome fruit of the mulberry tree, but that He 
might drive home to the disciples' hearts a solemn and helpful truth. 

He pointed to this tree that He might show the power of faith to uproot, 
" Por " said He, " if you say to this mulberry tree, ' Be thou plucked 
up by the root,' it should obey you." The sycainine or mulberry is a 
tree which has the deepest possible roots; it is most tenacious, it holds 
and grips the soil most firmly; "but," says Christ, "even this sycainine 
tree shall let go its hold if your faith shall keep its hold, even this 
deeply-rooted tree shall be removed if you are not removed from your 
,confidence." And you, dear friends, who go out to preach in the open 
air, ha-ve plenty of uprooting to do,-you are to seek to uproot 
drunkenness, and uncleanness, and gambling, and a thousand other 
evils that are firmly planted in the hearts of sinners. Only the Lord 
Himself can accomplish this great work; but if you have faith in Him, 
you shall be the instruments by which it shall be done. They used to call 
one of the great Rabbis of ancient times, "the uprooter of mountains," 
by which they meant to signify that there were no obstacles to him, 
so remarkably learned was he. Let us also be worthy to be called 
by the same title because of our firm faith in God and in His exceeding 
great and precious proinises. To be, in this sense, an uprooter of 
sycamines is better than being a Rabbi, and I cannot wish for our 
Brother Cockram anything more appropriate than this, that he and 
his many earnest co-workers should be uprooters of the evil habits 
and sinful dispositions which, alas! alas! have struck their tap-roots 
deep, deep down into the hearts of so many of the people among whom 
we dwell. 

But, said Christ, concerning "this sycamine tree,''-not only 
that they should by faith uproot it from the land, but that they should 
plant it in tlte sea. There it should stand upright, and grow, and 
flourish, and bring forth fruit, though in a foreign element, for 
nothing is impossible to him that believeth. A bush that burns with 
fire, a stone that hangs in air, a spark that lives in ocean, a sycamine 
troo which flourishes with its roots in the brine,-these are the 
~narvels that faith produces ; and if you do but trust your Lord 
implicitly, you shall not only be enabled to uproot groat sinners frolll 
their sinful past, but you shall see them g·rowing and thriving in 
surroundings quite unlikely to help the spiritual life, because tlrn 
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mir11cle-working hand of the Lord is in the matter. You know the 
old story of how one of the officers of Napoleon came to him as he 
sat upon his charger on the field of battle, and told him that one of 
his orders had been found impossible of execution. He smote his 
hand upon the pommel of his saddle, and exclaimed, "How impos
sible? I do not know the word. Notqing is impossible to my 
Poles: " This was a picked regiment of his which had performed 
great exploits, and he bade them go and do what others said was 
impossible. He was mistaken, for the feat was impossible even to the 
bra,est of the brave; it was only his proud and cruel heart t4at 
sacrificed these men in the hope that he might attain e. little greater 
glory. Our kind Captain must not be compared to Napoleon in this 
respect. He never sends us forth on an errand that we cannot accom
plish in His name, and by His might ; and if we come to Him, and 
say, "0 Lord, we have found the work Thou didst set us to do to be 
impossible," we must not be surprised if even He grows indignant 
with us, and replies, "How impossible? Nothing is impossible to 
those who trust My grace! " • 

Moreover, Christ declared that, "this sycamine tree '' should 
become obedient to their voice if they had faith as a grain of mus
tard seed. It is not the quantity of faith, so much as the quality of 
it, that is the important matter. Is ours a living faith? If so, the 
Lord will use it and bless it. It was a little-finger faith that touched 
the hem of Christ's robe, and brought the healing that all the doctors 
in the country could not provide. It was a faith which .I must 
describe as a "Lord-help-mine-unbelief" faith that brought salvation 
to another, and it was an eleventh-hour faith that opened to the thief 
the gates of Paradise, and enabled him to accompany his Saviour and 
King into the glory-land. Yes, faith as a grain of mustard seed shall 
make e,en the sycamine obey. This was Christ's great point, He 
would convince His disciples that faith secures obedience. Did not 
one of our brethren, in prayer or speech to-night, allude to those who 
are not disobedient to the Heavenly vision, and have we not again and 
again in the Scriptures references to obeying the gospel? Well, 
brethren, if you have faith, even "this sycamine tree" shall obey 
you. Say what you will to it, and it will become tractable and 
obE:dient to your voice. The children of disobedience shall become 
obedient children, if, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, you 
bid men €verywhere to repent and to believe the gospel. 

I close by reminding you of what your secretary has called "the 
triumphant cry" of y,,ur late dear leader in this work (Mr. Gawin 
Kirkham). Do you not remember that, just ere he passed into the 
presence of the Kiug, he said, '' There is one offering for sin-Jesus," 
and so he died? I want you so to live, and so to prea<lh, and so to, 
sing the gospel, till the sycamine trees are uprooted, and ev_en the 
disobedient children h, ar ken to the voice of God. Make this your 
triumphant cry also, "There is one offering for sin-Jesus!" 

God bless JOU in ) our Chrjst-like mission ! Amen. 
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~l'. jpurgton's 2,500th fubli~httl Jtrmon. 

D
URING the past month, the regular weekly issue o:f Mr. Spurgeon's 

Sermons-which have been published without intermission :for 
more than :forty-two years,-has reached No. 2,.500. I:f the beloved 
preacher had been spared to chronicle this unparalleled event, he 
would have given to God all the glory for the :favour that has rested 
upon the Sermons ever since they were first printed, and he would also 
have called particular attention to the discourse which marks the com
pletion of the twenty-filth hundred. It has been specially selected as 
suitable for widespread distribution among the unsaved, and its title 
shows that it is a sequel to the :following Sermons previously published 
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pu7,pit,-

" Number 1,000; or, 'Bread Enough and to Spare.'" 
"Number 1,500; or, Luting up the Brazen Serpent.'' 
"Number 2,000; or, Healing by the Stripes o:f Jesus.'' 
"Number 2,400; or, 'Escape for thy Li:fe ! '" 

The title o:f this new discourse is-" Number 2,500; or, Entrance 
and Exclusion." It is a most impressive exposition o:f Olll' Saviour's 
words, " They that were ready went in with him to the marriage : 
and the door was shut; " and it contains one illustration of so remark
able a character that we have ventured to reprint it in full, in the 
hope that many who read it will be moved to procure the Sermon for 
presentation to the anxious, or those who need to be aroused to concern 
about their souls. 

THE GOSPEL LIFE-BELT. 

I read, in an American tract, a little sketch written by a gentleman 
who, having o:ften to cross the great lakes, was in the habit of pro
·viding himself with a li:fe-preserving belt in case o:f need. One night, 
while he was asleep, an alarm was raised, and he rushed on deck with 
his life-belt round him, but found that there was no ea.use :for fear. He 
-went downstairs again, and as he lay in bed he had something like a 
dream, though it was really a waking reverie, and it took this shape. 
He thought he was on board the great vessel in which all o:f us are 
floating on the broad sea of time, and that a great and terrible storm 
came on. There were some men on deck, with li:fe-preserving belts round 
them ; they had been laughed at while the weather was calm and the 
sea was smooth; but, as they stood there, with the vessel rocking, 
and the timbers straining, there were none to mock at them, but 
many who greatly e::i.vied the quiet peacefulness which rested on their 
•countenances. You know who these men are, and what is thefr 
protection. Faith in Jesus is the great life-preserving belt ; let the 
tempest come when it may, faith in Christ will enable us to swim 
through every flood till we reach the happy shores of Heaven. 

As this gentleman stood on the deck, and looked about him, he 
~eard one man say, "I was going to buy one of those belts; I lived 
1ust opposite the shop where they were sold; and I was often told by 
friends that I had better get one at onoe, and I meant to l but I put it 
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off, and started just a little too late to get it, so I was obliged to 
come without it, though I meant to have one." The gentleman saw 
this man washed o,erboard, as the others were who had not the life
b0lt, and his good intc>ntion could not save him. No doubt there are 
man)· here who ha,e meant to get the spiritual life-belt, and they 
mean to do so now, so they say. Ah! Heaven is being filled with 
people who ha,e belie.ad in Jesus, and hell is being filled with people 
who mrnnt to believe in Jesus, but did not. That is the difference 
between the two classes, but what a difference it will make between 
them when they come to die! These are the people who crowd the 
corridors of perdition. men and women who meant to trust the Saviour 
but who never did it. They lived just opposite the places wher; 
these life-belts were to be had, and they meant to have had them, but 
they had them not when the last great storm came on, and so they 
were lost. and lost for ever ! 

There ~as another man who said, "I have been across this sea so 
often without a belt that I thought I would run the risk once more." 
He, too, was washed away; and there are some of you, my hearers, 
who say, " I have lived twenty, thirty, forty, filty, sixty, or seventy 
years, and I am not dead yet; I will run the risk for another year.'' 
Really, nowadays, nobody seems to grow old. You meet a man of 
seventy-five or eighty, and he thinks that he will be old some day, but 
he has known somebody who lived till he was ninety-nine, and he 
thinks he shall reach the same age. I have heard of an aged farmer 
who wanted to buy his neighbour's field. He was eighty, and his 
neighbour was five years younger; so, when his neighbour would not 
sell him the land, he said to him, " Ah, well! never mind ; you are an. 
old man, and I can buy it when you are dead!'' That is just the 
way people talk. "Alf men think all men mortal but themselves." 
Here was a man who was five years older than the other, yet he was 
going to buy the field after the younger man was dead ! It is 
such people who say, "I have been sailing over this sea so long· 
without a life-belt, I will risk it still longer." Thus, they also 
are lost! 

There was another man, who ran to his trunk to get out his life
belt ; he pulled up the lid, and took out the belt, but he found it was. 
out of order, and quite useless. The fact was, it was a bad one when 
he bought it; and after carrying it about with him for a little 
while, he became weary of such a useless appendage, so he 
threw it into his trunk, and now that he really needed preserva• 
tion from the storm, it was of no use to him. You are here, six, 
I know you ! You used to make a profession of religion ; yotL 
had a life-belt once, so you thought; but it was not a good one, or 
you would have it now. It was one that looked like the right thing,, 
and you wore it for a while. You used to be at the prayer-meeting, 
you even became a member of the church, you carried your religion 
for a time, but what has become of it now ? Where were you last 
night ? I repeat the question,-Wkere were you last night? If the 
devil had laid hold upon you, and taken you down to his own 
dominions, there would have been none who would have cried, ".Stop,: 
thief!" when he flew away with you, for they would have known that 
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ho was only taking his own property, which he had found on his own 
premises. Yet you did once make a profession of religion, you used 
to sit at the communion table, possibly you were even baptized; but 
where is your life-belt now? It is gone! God save you, who havo 
become backsliders, lest you also prove to be apostates! If you have 
turned back, then return, return, return, while yet there is time, while 
yet there is hope for you; and if you never were converted, may God 
begin the gracious work within you even now ! 

There was another one on board who had a life-belt, and he seemed 
very pleased when he put it on, but when the waves washed him oft 
the vessel, he :floated for a :few moments, and then down he sank. The 
:fact was, his belt was a counterfeit ; somebody had told him that the 
other sort was so very expensive, and here was one that looked even 
better. True, there was a whisper that it would not stand the need
ful tests ; but the man did not care much about that, for his belt 
looked as good as the genuine one, and he had the credi~ of standing 
with those sensible people who had the true thing, so it answered 
very well until he came into the surging sea. So there may be some of 
you here who have counterfeit life-belts. You are members of the 
church, you come to the communion table, and everybody respects you. 
Ah ! but, with a sham religion, how will you do in the swelling of 
Jordan? What will you do when heart and :flesh :fail? Oh! ere it be 
too late, may God take away :from you the sham, and give you genuine 
godliness,-a new heart and a right spirit! 

As the gentleman looked round him, he saw yet another of the 
passengers,-a young man who was clinging to someone else who had 
on a life-belt. He was crying to him, "Let me lay hold on you ; will 
not your belt be sufficient to sustain both of us?" But the other an
swered, "It will only suffice for one; it will only keep one a.float." 
Then the gentleman thought of our Saviour's parable of the ten 
virgins, and of what the foolish said unto the wise, " Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out." But the wise answered, " Not so ; 
lest there be not enough for us and you.'' So let us remember that. 
nothing but personal piety will avail, the religion of another can be of 
no service to you. Our Lol•d's message to all is, "Ye must be born 
again," and there is no such thing as being born again by pro.xy. 
You must fly to Jesus for refuge, and there is no one who can do this 
for you. You must, by the Holy Spirit's power, trust in Christ for 
yourselves ; no one can believe for you. 

I rejoice that there are so many here who have on the genuine 
gospel life-belt. Standing in Christ Jesus, they are not afraid. 

" No condemnation do they dread, 
For Jesus is their all." 

They can without a tremor face floods or flames, and the devouring 
deep ; they can even be-

" Fearless of hell and ghastly death," 

knowing that they shall be safely landed OD Heaven's peaceful shore, 
to go Do more out for ever. 



" @ur @wn ~tt " and their <offlorh. 
X...L"\.Ylll.-I'ASTOR ARCHIBALD G. BROWN AND TUE EAST LONDO~ 

TABERNACLE. 

THE unique work of PASTOR 
AnonmA.LD G. BROWN in 

the East of London has been 
more than once described at 
length in former volumes of the 
S icord and Trowel. The present 
sketch is by no means intended 
to furnish even a summary of our 
esteemed friend's thirty years' 
self-denying labours in a pecu
liarly trying sphere, but simply 
to call our readers' attention to 
the crisis which has arisen 
through Mr. Brown's resignation 
of the pastorate, and to beseech 
their earnest and continuous 

prayers that he and the church may clearly see what the Lord would 
have them to do in the future, and then unhesitatingly follow the 
l eadin gs of Divine Providence. • 

For the notable past, there ca.n be nothing but praise and thanks
giving. This was the predominant note at the recent anniversary 
<.;elebration, notwithstanding the "cloud" to which one of the 
speakers pathetically alluded. The gathering itself was a memorable 
one. On the previous Sabbath evening, not only had the great 
building been crowded to its utmost capacity, but it was estimated 
that probably a thousand persons had in vain sought to obtain 
ad.mission. Mr. Brown preached upon the motto for the year,-

" HE FAILETH NOT," 

and at the communion table gave the right hand of fellowship to 
t hirty new members. He could truly state what few other pastors 
could say,-namely, that, during the whole thirty years, the church had 
n ever met around the Lord's table on the first Sabbath in the month · 
without having new converts to be welcomed into fellowship, and the 
lllembers1.ip had increased from about 250 to nearly 2,500. 

On the Monday evening, some twelve or thirteen hundred people 
met for tea in the lecture-hall, which is celebrated all over the world as 
the plal;e where the remarkable Saturday-night prayer-meetings have 
so long been held. By the time announced for the public meetipg, 
every seat in the .. Tabernacle was occupied, and late-comers were 
obliged to be content with standing-room. Notwithstanding the pub
lici ty inseparable from such • a vast assembly, on such a. memorable 
occasion, it was essentially a family gathering of brethren and sisters . 
in the Lord J esus Christ . Even the crowded platform was occupied 
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al.most entirely by the ministers forming the East London Fraternal, 
and everybody felt the fitness o:I' the compa.rison when Mr. Brown was 
spoken of as "the father of the Fratemal,-the biggest of the whole 
band of brothers." 

The chair was occupied by Mr. H .. E. Ludbrook, deacon and 
treasurer of the church, and no chairman could have more appro
priately performed the duties of the position. Mr. Brown was 
,careful to remind his hearers that they had met to celebrate his 
thirtieth anniversary, not to listen to prophecies concerning the 
thirty-first year. They had assembled to acknowledge the goodness 
of God to the church during the whole thirty years, and to give Him 
all the prais~ for everything that had been accomplished. He was 
not going to speak about his resignation, as a special church-meeting 
had been called for the following Wednesday evening, when he 
hoped to meet ~h_e members, and to tell them how he had been led to 
his present dec1s10n. 

In the course of his address, Mr. Brown thus referred to the· spirit 
in which the work at the East London Tabernacle has been carried on 
right down to the present time:-" I could not possibly do other than 
bear testimony first to the unbounded love that I have received from 
sll my fellow-workers in the vestry. Brethren and sisters, you will 
never have a better set of officers than you have now. The vestry 
has been to me personally one of the choicest rooms on God's earth. 
I have never found anything there but love, and brotherhood, and 
fellowship; and I think I only speak the feeling of the brethren in 
.office when I say that none of us are really happier than when we 
meet together at our monthly gatherings ; so that, whatever has 
transpired has not been the result of any lack of love, or of any lack 
of joy. I must ever look upon the thirty years that have passed here 
as years so full of happiness, and so running over with joy, that 
whatever God may do with me, or wherever God may take me, I 
never can anticipate happier years. . .. There is no jarring note, 
there is no want of harmony, there is no unsettledness, there is no 
want of love, and the church was never dearer to my heart than it is 
to-night." Anticipating the objection that, with all the blessing 
still resting upon the work, it seemed strange that he should be 
leaving it, Mr. Brown asked his friends to believe that there must be 
tremendous reasons for the step he had felt compelled to take ; it had 
not been taken in a moment, nor without thought, but it was the 
result of long prayer and much mental agony, After giving the 
balance-sheets for his mission and philanthropic work and orphan 
homes, on which there were substantial balances in hand, Mr. Brown 
-closed by saying:-" All that has been done in this Tabernacle has 
been done by . God, through His Word, in the energy of the Holy 
Ghost, and I feel that, as far as I am concernet.1, I have just been a 
delighted and thankful spectator, and no one marvels more tha.n I do 
at all that has been accomplished." 

Pas~T ·G. P. McKay, of Devonshire Square Chapel, Stoke 
Newington, was the next speaker. The "points" of his address 
·were made to take the form of an acrostic on Mr. Brown's name, and 
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at the same time to set forth the great characteristics of his life and 
ministry:-

Authority. 
Gladness. 
Belief. 
Reverence for the Word of God. 
Observance of men. 
Wealth of words. 
Nearness to Christ. 

Then followed a portion of the programme on which Mr. Brown 
had not been consulted, and which he would probably have prevented 
could he have done so; but the action of the church-officers was. 
endently in harmony with the feeling of the meeting. One of the 
deacons proposed, and another seconded the following resolution :-

" T~at this meeting, gathered upon the occasion of Pastor ArchibaJd 
G. Brown's thirtieth anniversary as pastor of the church and congre
gation meeting at the East London Tabernacle, take this opportunity 
of expressing their appreciation of his faithful and devoted services 
as pastor for the last thirty years, and assure him of their continued 
love and confidence, and regret to learn of his contemplated retirement 
from the pastorate. We sincerely sympathise with him in the 
experience he has passed through on account of domestic trials and 
his impaired state of health, and we lovingly urge upon h_im to take 
a long rest and change, in the hope that his health will be re
esta blished, and suggest to him the desirability of then reconsidering 
his decision." 

On being submitted to the audience, the whole of the vast con
gregation rose, and held up both hands in support of it, and on the 
chairman declaring it carried unanimously, all joined in singing the, 
old-fashioned chorus,- • • 

" Glory, honour, praise, and power ! " 

Mr. Brown's brother, Pastor E. H. Brown (of Twickenham), and 
his son, Pastor Douglas Brown ( of Herne Bay), briefly spoke, and. 
the meeting shortly afterwards terminated. 

Such a resolution as the one given above, endorsed by the loving 
enthusiasm of his thousands of spiritual children and other brethren 
and sisters in Christ, must have great weight in determining Mr. 
Brown's further decision; but we cannot help cherishing the hope that 
for his own sake, for the church's sake, and for the. sake of the people 
generally, his work in the East of. London is not_ yet finished. After 
his rest at Mentone, his visit to China, and his preaching tour in the 
United States, we trust that the Lord may lead him again to the 
sphere in which He has already so graciously owned and blessed His. 
faithful ministry. 

J.W.H. 
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®t,rcning off ~culah ~apfiiif ~hapel, ~elhill-on- Jca. 

WEDNESDAY, December 30th, 1896, was the long-looked-for day 
for the opening of BEULAH BAPTIST CnAPEL, BEXHILL-O"N"-SEA,

a place of worship which well deserves to be called "a house of 
prayer," for the whole project has been devised and carried thus far 
in an atmosphere of almost perpetual intercession and supplication. 
It was fitting, therefore, that the first service to be held in the new 
building should be a prayer-meeting. On the morning of the day 
above mentioned, between fifty and sixty friends gathered around the 
throne of grace, and found it good to be there. Pastor J. S. Hockey 
presided, and the dear man was so full of grateful emotion that he 
was hardly able to announce the opening verse,-

" Pre.ise God from whom e.11 blessings flow," 
and to lead the congregation in prayer and thanksgiving. Then 
followed the singing of-

" All hail the power of Jesus' name ! " 

prayer by Mr. Harrald, and Mr. Spurgeon's choice hymn, commencing
,, The Holy Ghost is here." 

Mr. Hockey pointed out that they had begun the worship in the 
new edifice by honouring the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
and it was their earnest hope and prayer that, so long as the place 
should stand, the Divine Trinity should there be glorified. In reading 
Psalm cxviii 23,-" This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our 
eyes,"-the passage which has been selected as the motto for the 
whole work, Mr. Hockey called attention to the marginal reading,
,, This is from the Lord,''-and mentioned that, long before he had ever 
thought o:f coming to Bexhill, he had said to a :friend, in the study at 
"Westwood," "My next pastorate must be from the Lord." 

In the course o:f the hour spent in devotion, prayer was also 
presented by Pastor W. Joynes (of Poplar), Mr. T. Cousins (o:f the 
Pastors' College), Pastor G. B. Richardson (who had been associated 
with a previous effort to establish a Baptist Church in the town), one 
o:f the Bexhill :friends, and a member o:f Mr. Hockey's former charge 
at Brentford, who had been travelling :from an early hour in the 
morning so as not to miss the opening prayer-meeting. 

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the pretty little building was com
fortably filled :for the service conducted by Pastor Thomas Spurgeon. 
The memorial character o:f the new "Beulah" naturally tended to 
mark the occasion as one o:f peculiar solemnity, and the sermon by 
the dear Pastor-President, who chose as his text,· John iv. 20-24, was 
a power:ful exposition of the principles essential to spiritual worship. 
In addition to the ministers at the morning meeting, there were 
present in the afternoon, Pastors W. J. Harris (Eastbourne), 
H. Rodger (St, Leonarda), A. W. L. Barker (Worthing), and 
J.P. Morris (Lewes); and a considerable contingent of :friends had 
come :from Eastbourne, Hastings, St. Leonarda, and other neigh
bouring towns, to show their sympathy with the new movement, 
while the preacher was supported by four of his church-officers, 
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BEXIIILL-ON-SEA, 

Deac-ons W. Higgs and J. E. Passmore, and Elders T. Cox and 
E Frisby. The neat and substantial School-Chapel was greatly 
admired, and hearty commendation was given both to the architect 
Mr. R W. Moore, and the builder, Mr. 0. Thomas. The seats ar~ 
intended to accommodate about 260 persons, but we have no doubt 
that, during the season, 300 worshippers will be able to meet within 
the main building and the two class-rooms which open into it. 

About 130 or 140 friends met for tea at the Bexhill Institute and 
while gathered there, resolved to send a telegram of heartiest' con
gratulation and most grateful thanks to Mrs. 0. H. Spurgeon for her 
generous gifts,. and lovi~g interest in the work. In the evening, 
there were special attractions at other places in the town so the con
gregation was not quite as large as in the afternoon, bu't an earnest 
evangelistic address was delivered by Mr. Harrald from the text which 
was blessed to Mr. Spurgeon's conversion,-" Look llllto Me, and be 
,e saved" 
• The f;llowing statement was read in the afternoon and evening ; 
and we give it here in order that friends may follow the work in its 
various stages, and, while rejoicing in all that has been accomplished, 
may aid as they are able and feel moved by the Lord until the 
complete block of buildings is erected:-

" By the good hand of our God upon us, and through the generosity 
of Mrs. 0. H. Spurgeon and many other friends, we are able to open 
this building absolutely free of debt. The total expenditure for the 
School-Chapel, the large freehold site, legal expenses in connection 
with the conveyance of the land, and the Trust Deed, the architect's 
fees. the support of the minister up to the present time, and the hire 
of the York Hall and Jubilee Institute, has been between £1,500 and 
£1,600; and, after the payment of the whole of these items, there 
still remains a small surplus toward the building of the large Chapel; 
This must be proceeded with as soon as the necessary funds are in 
hand, as Mr. Hockey has already gathered around him a regular con
gTegation sufficiently numerous to fill the present School-Chapel, and 
further accommodation will be required for the numerous visitors to 
Bexhill as well as for many other residents who may be expected to 
attend the services in the future. The freewill offerings presented 
to-day will be devoted to the new Chapel Building Fund, and those 
who are most deeply interested in this work hope that the contribu
tions will be on so liberal a scale that the larger structure may be 
commenced forthwith. It is hoped also that the congregation 
worshipping in this School-Chapel will proceed at once, systematically 
and Scripturally, to 'lay by in store' the needful funds, that the whole 
project may be brought to a satisfactory conclusion, and the new 
Church, shortly to be formed, may devote all its energies to• the 
spiritual service which must.ever be the object of its existence." 

It was Mr!. Spurgeon's express wish that: there should be no 
collections at the opening services, .but an opportunity was given for 
freewill offerings to be presented at the doors, and the sum of 
£ 12 13s. 4d. was thus contributed towards the, building ·fund of thct 
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large Chapel. • We had thought of publishing a list of the many 
presents which hav? been ~ven by various friends; _but several of the 
generou~ donors wish thei~ names not to be ment10ned, so we omit 
the details, and very heartily thank every one who has in any way 
helped in the starting of the enterprise. 

On New Year's Eve, Mr. Hockey conducted a Watch-night service 
in the School-Chapel; on the following Lord's-day morning and 
evening, crowded congregations listened to the Word he prear;hed ; 
and before this Magazine reaches our readers, he will have had the 
joy of baptizing three small companies of believers on profession of 
their :faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then, on the ever-memorable night of January 31, at the close of the 
public Sabbath service, the brethren and sisters who will constitute the 
nucleus of "Beulah Baptist Church, Bexhill-on-Sea," will (D.v.) be 
banded together in a simple but solemn ceremony in harmony with 
the associations of that sacred memorial season. Will all who love 
the Lord pray that, :from the very :formation of the Church, the 
members may be noted :for their spirituality, Christlikeness, and 
earnestness in seeking to be wise in winning the souls of others ? 

BY THOM.AS SPURClEON. 

NOTES FROM THE NORTH. 

MANY a time have I told Sword and T1·011:el readers of my 
experiences as an evangelist at the Antipodes, and they have 

:followed me patiently through the, to them, unknown land, with its 
strange names, some of which rival even the Welsh as to unpro
nounceableness, What if I now tell of some of my experiences in old 
England? We may lose the enchantment which distance lends, but 
we shall gain, I think, in other respects. 

In December last, I travelled North (not quite so :far as Dr. 
N ansen ). I was privileged to preach and lecture in Toxteth Tabernacle, 
Liverpool, the scene of Mr. Lockhart's self-denying and successful 
labours. In an exceptionally difficult sphere, our Brother S. J. Jones 
is doing a distinctly good work, and the whole enterprise is ":forging 
ahead." The Pastors' College is well represented in Liverpool, and 
the latest addition to the city pastors who hail :from Temple Street is 
maintaining the growing reputation in the North of "Spurgeon's 
men," 

I was due next day at Wigan. On the way I met with an 
interesting experience. Being doomed, through a blunder, to wait at 
a railway station for an hour, I got into conversation with a young 
man, The prevai1111g fog served as an opening topic, and I was able 
to assure him, sinc11 he had never been in London, that this was a 
mere mist, unworthy of. the dignity of being called a fog. I know not 
how we drifted from fog to fate. My companion asked me if I 
believed in fate. I answered that I believed in a good and wise God. 
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Then the young man told me of an atheist (freethinker, he styled 
himself), who often spake with him, and had expressed the conviction 
that he, too, would ere long think with him (the which may God 
forbid! ) "He tells me,'' said the young man, "that he believes 
Jesus was a good man, but nothing more." "Well," said I, "you know 
how to answer that ; tell him that Jesus clai'med to he God, and that, if 
he was not God, he was not good." "Well, but," rejoined my friend, 
" he says that there have been other men as good as J esus,-SPURGEON, 
FOR INSTANCE." I have on more than one occasion had to conceal 
emotion, so I managed to keep an unmoved face. But I felt 
the more. I replied, "Ah! but you should remind him that 
Spurgeon would not for a moment have suffered himself to be com
pared to Jesus, and that he believed most firmly that Jesus of 
Xazareth was the unblemished Lamb of God." . 

Just then, a train which I thought was mine steamed into the 
station, so I hastened out after it, bidding a hurried farewell to my 
companion. But I had to tarry another five minutes. The young 
man haring followed me out, I ventured to invite him to the 
Tabernacle during the visit he had told me he thought soon to make 
to the Metropolis, and I rather opened his eyes by giving the 
inntation in the name of the Pastor of the place, and of the son of 
the good man whom even the atheist admired. Well may we glorify 
God in him... 

In view of this conversation, I determined to preach that evening 
at Wigan from the question of the high priest, " Art Thou the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed?" and our Lord's reply, " And Jesus said, 
I am : and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven; " and to preface the 
sermon by recounting the incident. Pastor Kemp (who, by the way, 
has done ten years' good work in Wigan) and his people seemed 
weatly interested, and I believe the Word was with power. Certainly, 
it had some effect on the brother who, having a considerable journey 
before him, nevertheless could not quit his seat to catch the train he 
had hoped to travel by. Verily, there is no subject for holding the 
people like "Jesus only." 

At Bacup, the next evening, I tried to add to the joy of Pastor T. 
B. Field in his bright new chapel, and certainly he and his people 
cheered me by promise of a thankoffering for the College and the 
Colportage Association. 

On the fourth evening of my tour, I lectured on "Tact," in the 
Toxteth Tabernacle, Liverpool. Though I was the indebted party 
(for it was on behalf of the College), a vote of thanks was accorded 
me, on the principle, I suppose, of "He that hath, to him shall be 
given." Greatly honoured was I in having that vote proposed and 
r,econded by the Revs. Chas. Garrett, and John Thomas, M.A. Mr. 
Garrett, tall and spare and benevolent-looking, spake of Cambridge
r;hire in the days of long ago, and of one of C. H. Spurgeon's visits 
to th0 "high and dry" hyper-Calvinists. One of these had prayed 
for half-an-huur, and anuHwr was about to give out the longest 
J'r,alrn in the book, when the juvenile-looking preacher leaned over 
t ·ie dr,Hk, and r,aid, "If IJUr. brother is going to sing the whole of that 
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Psalm, I wonder what is to become of my sermon ! " Such audacity 
was a thing to be wondered at in those days. 'Twas well someone 
a.rose who would venture to put his foot through the lifeless routine 
of what was misnamed" worship." Coming to later times, Mr. Garrett 
very tenderly referred to the trials through which the Tabernacle 
•Church had passed. He confessed that he had trembled for a moment. 
,. He had always believed," he said, "that baptism was with Baptists 
11, mntter of conviction, and not of accommodation. Thank God, my 
judgment has been vindicated,-the Baptists still believe in baptism! '' 
These were noble words from a true and tender heart. Mr. Thomas, 
whom I was sorry to find in anything but robust health, was equally 
kind. He made a delightfully bright and clever speech. Whoever 
had grudged the amount paid for the lecture felt that he had his 
money's worth in these choice addresses. Happy the lecturer who can 
rely on the mover and seconder of a vote of thanks to compensate for 
the leanness of his own discourse. It is not always thus ! 

Mr. Thomas told us that, when he first began to lecture, he was 
determined there should be something big about it, so he took a big 
subject, viz., MIRACLES. His chairman asked him if he was going to 
give any practical illustrations of his subject. He replied that he left 
that ·to the chairman. Mr. Thomas generously declared that I had 
provided illustrations for my subject, and though I could hardly 
-endorse his statement, I concluded that it would certainly argue want 
of "tact" to attempt to contradict it. Was it not right good of these 
honoured and busy men-these Northern Lights-to come thus to my 
help, and to cheer me so? There is little cause for wonder that, as I 
hurried homeward next day, my heart felt happier, and my shoulders 
seemed a bit broader and stronger. 

" BELOVED BY ALL." 

Such is the expressive inscription on a Jersey tombstone. My heart 
applies the epitaph to him who, on this mournful month (January), 
five years agone, passed into the presence of the Best-Beloved. 

They loved him best of earth-born hearts who called him spouse and sire, 
And next, the souls to whom God sent, by him, His saving grace. 

Oh, how they loved ! If proxies could to such exchange aspire, 
A hundred thousand would have gladly died in his dear place. 

« Beloved by e.ll,"-yet chiefly by the godly poor, who drank 
From his pure crystal cup the sparkling water of God's grace. 

Beloved by prophets' sons he found amid the file and rank ! 
Beloved by orphanhood which saw in his a father's face! 

"Beloved by all,"-e'en those who diffored loved, and still revere, 
While throngs who never saw his smile, nor heard his rich-toned bell, 

Through hearsay, and by print, were brought within the magic sphere, 
And learned to praise his love, his faith, and his Imnwnuel. 

"Beloved by all" on earth! Beloved a thousandfold by God, 
~Vho crowned with honour great, yet chll.Stened sore, and summoned soon. 

II1H steps n.11 ordered by the Lord, with glowing feot he trod 
The just man's path, which brighter shiues to "high eternal noon." 
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low tltc " icd utnion " Ei Jrongtring. 
BY CHARLES SPURGEON. 

SILE~CE is no~ always the ~ign of sl
1
eep, no~ is a great amount oi 

n01se a certam proof of life. God s machmery mostly moves iu 
quiet, and it is only when human effort seeks to aid Divine power 
that a jar occurs. Silently and secretly, yet surely and successfully, 
has the work of the Text Union been going on; aud the fact that 
innumerable testimonies are constantly coming to hand concerning the 
amount of good it has achieved, proves conclusively that the Lord's 
blessing abides upon it. We are more than ever anxious that each 
member should take so personal an interest in its extension, that every 
one should, during this present year, induce at least one friend to 
join its ranks. 

"'\"\. e could fill sevnal pages of the Su:ord and Trowel. with extracts 
from the letters received from our fellow-members; but the space 
available allows of our only giving "a few, that is, eight." 

(1.) A member writes:-" In these days, when the Word of God is 
criticized and misjudged, a Union which binds men together by a 
committal of Scripture passages to memory seems almost a necessity 
of the times." 

(:?.) F. E. J. says:-" The Daily Texts have comforted and 
c:heered me many a time when I have felt cast down. They have also 
helped me to withstand many a temptation, to which I might other
wise have yielded." 

(3.) A sorrowing daughter thus records the blessing received:
" I can truly say that I have been greatly helped by the Texts during 
the year; they have been a source of much comfort to me. My dear 
father was suddenly transferred from earth to Heaven on August 9th, 
and on the 12th he was laid in the grave. The trial seemed almost 
more than I could bear; but the Text for that day was peculiarly 
precious to me. It was, ' Thou shalt not be forgotten of Me ; ' and 
how true that has been! May God abundantly bless the Text Union, 
and add many more to its numbers!" 

( 4.) An aged friend bears the following testimony : -" I have had 
the Almanack for over twenty years, and hope to have one as long as 
I live. The Texts are often like milk and honey to me." 

(5.) Mrs. K--, while ordering some refills, adds:-" I will be 
pleased to continue the Text Bond, finding it so suitable for daily 
reading with my blind sister." 

(C.) A weary worker, after mentioning some of the trials endured, 
remarks:-" I have enjoyed the Daily Texts, and should greatly miss 
them if I did not have them to help me through the day; for it is a 
comfort to think of them when one feels tired." 

(7.) Under the heading, "H.M.S. Barfleur, Mediterranean 
squadron," one of the crew writes:-" Truly, I have derived spiritual 
blessing through the Daily Portions during the year. One incident I 
feel I must quote, While on shore, on August 5th, playing cricket, 
and looking for the ball, I saw a cluster of ants, and I became BO· 

intereijted in watching them that I forgot the game. They were 
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carrying little bits of straw, &e., to their nest, anrl it was surprising t,, 
soe the way they got over all difficulties. Then, after a time, J 
heard a cl,1ild on the other side of the wall singing, ' Work, for thr• 
night is coming,' and it happened that tho Text for that day waH, 
John ix. 4, 'The night cometh when no man can work.'" 

(8.) "The Texts have over and over again met my daily need, and 
exactly fitted my case." 

This last sentence might be taken as the testimony of hundreds in 
the Text Bond. 

One friend, in sending a-contribution to the funds of the "G nion, 
expressed the gift " as a think-offering" ! It made us think that, if 
every member would pray for all the other members, we should have, 
not only a Text Bond, but a PRAYER BoND, so that a double link would 
hold us together. Shall this be the " forward movement " for the New 
Year? 

If any readers of the Sword and Trowel wish to join our ranks, let 
them write at once to Pastor C. Spurgeon, " Haddon," Dartmouth 
Row Blackheath, and enclose twopence halfpenny in stamps for 1897 
Alm~nack and-membership card. 

Jndian Jnddmts ancl Jllnstrations. 
VII.-CHRIST'S YOKE. 

TWO of us were perched on the top of a rolled-up tent that was 
, tightly roped down to the bamboo ox-cart. Two bullocks bore 

the yoke upon their necks as they slowly travelled over the une,en 
country road. One became restless, however, and soon his companion 
became infected, and the native driver himself began to get excited 
as he urged both to submission. The " yoke " was "easy" and the 
" burden " was "light" as long as pure obedience ruled their natures; 
but soon the spirit of rebellion conquered, and the yoke was thrown 
down so suddenly that my companion was caused to fall headlong to 
the ground. Scarcely able to -hold on to the ropes around the tent, 
I watched the rebellious animals that had cast the yoke from them. 
Though they could f!hirk their duty, they could not flee away, for a 
rope around their necks still l!,ttached them to the yoke. They therefore 
stood gazing at the long smooth bamboo that had rested upon their 
necks. The driver then took it up in his two hands, balancing the tent 
upon the axle, and at the same time making a clucking sound till the 
bullocks meekly bent their heads, and wheeled round to recefre again 
their former burden. 

It was a· parable. As their master stood holding it for them, I 
seemed to hear the words of Jesus, " Take My yoke upon you." Like 
these animals, some of Christ's disciples may for a while shirk their 
responsibility ; but bound by His cord of love, they cannot flee from 
His service. They must feel its constraining influence until once more 
they bow to His will, and lenrn of Him. Only full submission can 
prove to them that their Master's yoke is easy nud His burden is light. 
Gb, to learn this lesson well! 

Ron;imT SrunoEoN. • 
G 
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II.-TRROUGII WINTRY DAYS, 

\ lTHEN the rind of t~e whitethorn shows through a crest of 
ff snow, and a keen wmd keeps up the reputation of "the teeth

chattering month," we start early for service upon a soft white way. 
In the country, the snow holds its colour; it does not look like a cotton 
drt'ss doing duty in a slum. The roofs of the village wear white 
llla~tles, and the chu~ch, as seen from the opposite hill, is flecked on 
all its buttresses, while over the tower and vane the snow fairies seem 
to hav~ dropped some of their feathers on their way. The feet of 
" the little people" have left their mark on the tiles of the village 
chapel, and, all unseen during the dark hours, the graves in the 
enclosure below have grown white. 

Though the morning is somewhat asthmatical, old " Granny" Gates 
is in front of us in a red cloak and black bonnet. The cloak is looked 
upon in the country as a badge of faithfu.lness to " Mother Church," 
but "Granny" manages to qualify by putting in the requisite number 
of Sundays before Christmas. After harvest, her attendance at the 
chapel becomes intermittent; so, when the old lady is seen coming up 
Church Lane on the misty mellow mornings of October, the initiated 
know the reason why. She has come out as a scarlet runner. 
"When the debts of December begin to trouble the January con
science, " Granny,'' all serene, will return to her "first love ", and will 
be seen in the glory of a vivid vermilion vestment just. beneath the 
pulpit of the village chapel. Many years ago, our pastor was young 
and demonstrative. With more zeal than discretion, he was given to 
smiting the face of Scripture with the palm of his hand. On one 
wintry Sunday afternoon, the stillness was alarmingly disturbed. 
The pastor described a note of admiration with his arm, and put the 
full stop at the bottom with his fist ; then, opening his hand, he 
inflicted sudden and unmerited punishment on the Bible. Mother 
Gates, startled by the sound, jumped a yard into the air. The ascent 
of the little old woman in red was a trying moment for the village 
minister, for the young people in the congregation did not look at the 
matter in a serious light ! 

So, for many a year, in the by-gones, we see this strange figure in 
her cardinal cloak patter along the wintry roads. A mixed mind had 
Mother Gates. An enthusiastic evangelist held open-air meetings 
near the cottage where she lived. The influence of the clergy was 
very strong, and all who were ecclesiastically " unauthorized " were 
treated as trespassers, while certain penalties were suspended over 
those who harboured them. The "unauthorized" aforesaid fulminated 
with a bill bearing a quotation from the Book of Judges,-" Fear not 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell." This was question
.tble taste, and did not mend matters. When the preachor wanted an 
after-rne<;ting in one of the houses, no one, at first, proffered a room. 
" Granny " Gates, however, came to the rescue, and her cottage was 
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soon filled with neighbours. "Now,'' said the missioner, at the close, 
"hold up your hands, those of you who are on the Lord's side.'' 
Not a hand moved. There was a painful pause, as there mostly is 
among a shy people when put to this test. At last a shrill voice was 
hoard to cry, " Bless His heart, if no one else will hold up a hand 
for llim, I will!'' It was Mother Gates. 

On a dark, cold day, when the wind hissed among the shrivelled 
brown leaves of the oaks, we went to an out-of-the-way house in the 
woods. Upstairs, in a bare, whitewashed room, "Granny" lay dying. 
We were left alone with her. In vain we tried to rouse her. On 
leaving, we made some remark upon her needs, and produced a florin. 
Instantly, a keen look passed over the old face. She gave a swift, 
,suspicious glance round; then, stretching out a bony hand, she clutched 
the coin, and conveyed it beneath the clothes. The money was found, 
tightly grasped, when they came to lay her out after death. A mixed 
mind had Mother Gates ; but so have many more. Yet she may be 
remembered as showing the courage of her convictions when she held 
up her hand for the Lord, and opened her house to His servant. 

Have you ever groped your way, on dark nights, through the village 
street to the prayer-meeting? If so, you will have noticed how strangely 
large the cottages look as the outline of them looms in the deep shadow. 
You will have been struck, too, with the grotesque shape of familiar 
trees, and the frowning form of the church tower, like some grim giant 
with a bodyguard of mighty men in the shape of stately elms. Have 
you, in the by-gones, stood in the gloom beneath these sentinels 
.of the sacred enclosure when they have been like stalwarts struggling 
with an overwhelming enemy? "No," you say, "we made haste on 
our way." Just so; but you missed 11 great deal. How the wind 
roared, and railed, and fought against those great trees ! How charge 
.after charge was 1·esisted, till the storm retreated with the rattle of 
fast-escaping artillery! And behind this phalanx the church stood, 
sheltered and secure ! Would to God that, in the dark night of an 
evil day, when the blasts of the devil are so many and so strong, the 
trees of the Lord's right hand planting might us safely defend His 
Church and truth as the grand old elms protect the village sanctuary 
around which they stand! Yes, they 11re there still, doing duty as of 
old, when, in the by-gones, we paused under them to listen to the wind 
-on dark nights. 

But there was another soul-experience coupled with these winter 
hours. A little way off from the swaying sons of the forest was an 
ill-lighted room, the gable of an old meeting-house. Within it, out of 
the darkness and storm, a few men and "umen gathered for prayer. 
The men were stiff of limb, slow of g11it, steady and solemn in their 
utterance. Beginning low and uncertain, finding help in long-used 
formulm, then, reaching out to higher things, becoming warmer and less 
8olf-conscious, glowing in soul till their broad village dialect would be 
a. channel for 'the flow of such a, flood of pnthos and power as 
would sprend nnd unito all hearts. The wind rumbling. the windows 
trot,king, the swish of the trees against the panes,-but no sound 
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within savP thl' low voice of a countryman clothing his supplications 
in rustir speech, or a shepherd talking to the Great Flock-Master. At 
su?h times, a strange awe has come over us. Like Elijah, "a still small 
Yo1ce" has drawn us from the retreat of our own thoughts; we have 
stood " in the entering in of the rave," and humbly· received the
message from the Lord. 

Through wintry days, the tiny cottage on the common keeps closed 
doors, for "the two old soldiers" who liYe there have rheumatic-bones. 
But tap gently, and you will hear a "dot-:and-carry-one" step as the wife 
comes to let 3·ou in. The" Crimean Veteran,,., sits in his easy chair. 
The snow has climbed up the high window without; but ,within, the 
cherishl'd plants revive faint memories of a greener time. And the 
old couple themselves, living on sixpence a day, when rent and light 
and fire are found, are splendid instances of the fact that a summer of 
sweet content can abide in the soul, though the snows of winter and old 
age combine to increase the cold, and grim frost grips the sinews with 
his icy fingers. Though these aged ones hibernate through the short 
days, yet they are ever ready to respond to the warmth of friendship. 
Then the old lady will bring a mounted specimen of crocus picked by 
her husband on the field of Inkerman, long after the battle,-the-
:flowers growing in profusion where the fight was fiercest,-this 
particular one being found close beside a bleached skull. The sergeant 
will kindle again the camp fires of the Crimea, and tell you how they 
held the fort; how "the thin red line" retreated and reformed, "and 
fought four hours after that;" how they cut through the snow twenty-
five :feet ; how, during the heavy rains, they slept on the ground; and 
how the British soldiers struggled through slime and suffering '' for
death or glory" in that ill-judged campaign of over forty years ago. 

It is a February afternoon. We lean over a high railway bridge,. 
with the Wilkie cottage on our left, and the banks that, in a few 
weeks, mll be all aglow with primroses, spread out before us. The 
wagtails come down to the duck-pond. They strut all their days, like 
some others who ought to have known better long ago. The pond· 
-will be covered with white :flowers in May ; now it is full and black. 
But the tendrils of the duck-weed-poor little slum sister among the 
:flowers,-will, by-and-by, seek the surface and the sun, nor will they 
blossom till every tiny cup can open heavenward ; and then, 0 ye 
aristocratic tulips, the pond on the common will be a sight_ to see! 
But now it is brimful and black, with the wagtails busy along its odge, 
and the ducks leisurely doing an afternoon turn, like certain other 
folk who wear feathers. The snow lies in lessening patches. Somo 
patches are not picturesque, but there iR a beauty in these as they 
sl10w against the grass growing greener. The lark-Nature's synonym 
for Hope,-pours out his pent-up song as he rises higher and yet 
higher into the sweet blue sky; and the lapwing sails over the land 
bearing on his breast the message of a nearor Spring. 

A nearer Spring! We muse again upon bleak days and dark paths 

~Ser" n,e Sword andtl1e Trowel," November, IBU4, "A Crimean f'rte1·an," by H.1: S. 



]Jf, C'HURCJIE!t AND THE ARAB BOYS. 

only to be thankful that wo aro through them now. f-io, out of the 
by-gones, and _along the by-ways, come the quaint ~gures which people 
our momory, till we seo them po.as from darkness mto light, and (mter 
the full glory of tho shining track which leads to the presence of the 
King. 

WHILE out for my consti~utional, th_e othe~ morning, two Arab boys 
overtook me; e.nd, with the simple mtroduct10n, "Bon jvur, 

Monsieur!'' we trudged a.long together. "Where a.re you going to after 
you die ? " l asked them; e.nd one of the lads replied, " I don't know ; I 
know I shall die, but who knows anything more after that?" "The Bible 
says thei·e are two places,-Heaven and hell," I remarked. "Yes," replied 
the boy, evidently recollecting himself, "the Moslems go to Heaven." "If 
they lie?" I enquired. "Yes," he answered. "If they steal?" "Yes.'' 
"Iftheye.reimmore.l?" "Yes.'' "Iftheyarehighwayrobbers?" "Yes.'' 
"If they murder people?" "Yes, certainly." "Then, who go to hell?-" 
"The Christians, though they might be ever so good and kind and holy, must 
all be damned. They have their portion in this life," said the boy, "while 
we poor Moslems plough, go barefoot, and get our feet all cut with thorns." 

I then told out to them the gospel message. " Do you hear that ? " said 
the lad to his friend admiringly ; "he prays, and he has got the Koran and 
all inside him." Learning from their talk together that they were away 
from home, e.nd that two sous (a. penny) was e.11 they he.d to get their supper 
with, when our paths divided I bought a. penny loaf, and gave it to them as 
-e. slight symbol of Jesus, the Bread of Heaven, offered also to them freely. 
·The memory of the sermon me.y be lost, but the application lives, for in the 
market since I overheard e. lad's voice say," That's the man who gave me 
the loaf." 

One's heart yearns over such young lives ; yet how early are they bound 
by error! A nice lad we have about us here, when convinced of the 
foolishness of the fast of Ra.ma.da.n, said truly, " White beards do it, and 
what would people think of me, e. mere lad, if I did any different? " 
Conversion with these Moslems will, I think, often be a gradual process. 
Even when they hear and receive the gospel message, their minds are still 
full of old ideas. Some Arab boys were looking at magic-lantern pictures, 
including views of Moses and Jesus, when one exclaimed, "You have shown 
us Seidne. Mousa. (Lord Moses), and Seidna Aissu. (Lord Jesus), now show 
us Seidna. Ali" (a relative of Mohammed). So, as we strive to show them 
Jesus, Mohammed is ever in their mind; and only little by little, line upon 
line, will the old and false give place to the new and true. 

Meanwhile, few as we are, we are often reminded that we are not wanted 
here. With many Frenchmen, to love France is to hate England and the 
English. Romanists, too, and many Moslems, detest us cordia.lly, so that 
the Master's saying, "Ye shall be hated of all men for My name's sake," 
u.nd His blessing also, " Blessed are ye when men shall hate you," we gladly 
receive. Who.t· a stupendous thought it is that u.bout 170,000,000 of Moslerns 
are living e.nd dying eternally in this world of ours, under our very eyes, 
stolen by Sato.n who, like Goliath of old, defies God, and reproaches His 
people, while he holds these multitudes in undisturbed, almost unquestioned, 
bondage! 

Sousse, Tunisia.. T. GILLARD CHURCHER, 
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~hristmas and ~~cm ~car at the jtochmcll 
Q)rplnum9c. 

Return (!f the Orphanagf Choir f1·om Amerim.-----=-It is 11, cause for thanks
giving the.t the choir, consisting of sixteen boys e.nd five u.dults, reached 
home safely on December 24th, e.fter an absence of three months and 
having covered a journey of nearly 10,000 miles. The meeting; and 
service~ held_ were attended by, e.t lee.st, 150,000 people, and the papers 
s~oke m pr&.1se of the programme. It was gratifying to meet so many 
friends, most of whom held the memory of Mr. Spurgeon in loving 
esteem. In e.11 the meetings of ministers, ad~ressed by Mr. Charlesworth, 
there we.s e. very hearty response to every tribute pa.id to Mr. Spurgeon's 
che.re.cter and life-work, e.nd the desire was frequently expressed for the 
maintenance of the institution which bears his name. But for the general 
depression throughout the States, e.nd the consequent difficulty of maintain
ing their own churches e.nd institutions, the help given by our friends would 
he.ve equalled our expectations ; as it is, the incidental expenses of the
tonr were met, in most places visited he.If the proceeds were left behind 
for local objects, e.nd there will remain a sme.ll balance to the good. Only 
those who know how things are in America can fully appreciate this record. 
What help may yet e.ccrue from this visit, time must prove ; this is certain, 
the Stockwell Orphanage will have a special interest in the prayers of 
tholl8ands of friends across the sea, and should the necessity arise for a 
special appeal to their generosity, there will surely be a prompt response. 
To all who showed kindness to our orphan choir, we desire their acceptance
of our very hearty thanks. 

C?,riBtmas-day festivities at the Orphanage were observed according to time
honoured custom. The President and Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon, Pastor Thomas. 
Spurgeon, Messrs. T. H. Olney, William Higgs, J. E. Pa.ssmore, James 
Ha.11, and Frank Thompson, with a number of friends, were present to 
assist in serving the dinner to the children. The Memorial ·Hall was 
decorated in a manner befitting the season, and on the tables the usual 
presents were displayed, ea.eh child being seated before a box of figs, a new 
shilling, a cosaque, an orange, a Christmas card, and a cake of candy. 
These articles were ell provided by friends, and as the children appropri!tted 
them at the given signals, the most vociferous cheers were raised for the 
donors. One pleasant item in the programme was the welcome accorded to 
Mr. Charlesworth and the boys who bad returned the previous day from 
.America. As the boys filed past the President and Trustees, they each 
received a hearty greeting, and Mr. Charlesworth handed to the President 
the proceeds, after defraying the expenses of the tour in America, in the form 
of a cheque for £400. The usual service of silent memory for the absent 
was observed, and Pastor Thomas Spurgeon closed the proceedings with an 
earnest and appropriate prayer. In the evening, the children were enter
tained by Mr. F. T. Studd, an earnest Band of Hqpe worker, and one of 
the most accomplished ventriloquists we have ever heard. The de.y was 
one of great delight to our happy family of nearly five hundred fatherless 
boys and girls. Thanks, dear friends, one and all, for your generous and 
timely gifts! 

New J'ear'B gathering of the children and thefrji'iends, WeJneBday, January 6. 
-This is always a day of rejoicing, as the boys and girls are privileged to 
entertain their friends to tea, and to remain with them during the evening. 
On this occasion, the programme for the evening consisted of selections by 
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ur American choir, one or two addrossea,and e.n entertainment by Mr. Taylor, 
~hose father us~d to ~alight the c_hil1ren e.t Christr:n~s time long yee.rs e.go. 
He bids fair to r1ve.l his departed sire m the e._rt of g1vu:1g refined amusement, 

lee.sing a.like to young and old. By referrmg to this month's Orphanagfl 
~eceipts, our readers will see tbe.t the friends of the_ children collected in 
pennies e. very goodly sum for the Orphe.ne.ge, for which the President e.nd 
:Managers e.re truly grateful. 

Presentation of New Year's gifts to the children by Croydon and other friends, 
Thursday January i .-The occasion proved one of considerable interest, not 
only to the children, but to the me.ny friends who witnessed the proceedings. 
A silver watch we.a given by Dr. Soper, to the best boy, e.nd Mrs. J. A. 
Spurgeon ge.ve a silver watch to the best girl, the recipients he.ving been 
~elected by the votes of their schoolfellows. The presentations evoked loud 
apple.use from the boys e.nd girls present. Through t~e ~ndefatigable 
exertions of :Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon, there we.a a New Yee.r s gift for eve,y 
boy e.nd girl in the Orphanage. The Me.y_or of Croydon preside_d e.t ~he 
distribution, and handed to every boy and girl a new penny, the corns bemg 
the gift of :Mr. W. Appleton. As the Mayoress we.s unable to accompany her 
husband, a bouquet we.a presented to their daughter by one of the orphan 
girls, :Miss Ada Rose, who kindly sang severe.I solos, was also presented 
with e. bouquet. Exercises in musical drill ; singing e.nd bell-ringing by the 
choir; addresses by the President, the Me.yor of Croydon, Pastor R. E. 
Chettleborough, and Mr. William Olney; prayers by Mr. Frank Thompson, 
and Mr. Vincent, of Croydon; and votes of thanks to Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon 
and her helpers, and to the kind donorR, completed a programme which 
yielded real plea.sure to all concernP.d, During an interval, tee. was served 
to the visitors, and the meeting, which commenced at 3.30, was brought to 
a close soon after seven o'clock. 

V.J. C. 

Any Book reviewed or adverUaed In ihl1 Magazine will be forwarded by Messrs. Pasamor, 
and Alabaeier on reoelpi or Poeial Order for ihe published price. 

llfetropoUtan Tabei·nacle Pulpit, Nmn- In this connection, we may note 
bei·2,500; or, Entrance and Exel us-ion. that, during the past month, Messr~. 
By C. H. SPURGEON. Passmore and Arthur H. Stockwell 11.nd Co., of 17. 
Ale.baster. Paternoster Row, have commenced 

THE Sermon by Mr. Spurgeon, re- the regular weekly publication of 
ferred _to on page 69 of the present P<1stor 'l'homas Spurgevn's Samons. 
Me.gazme, can not only be obtained The price is one penny each, and the 
in the usu~l for.~ at one penny each, annual subscription is 6s., post free: 
but a special edition, in a reduced size special terms will ho quoted for quan
(Demy 32mo.), suitable for enclosure tities for free distribution. 
~n letters, has been prepared. Printed 
m black, they can be supplied at ¼cl 
each, or ~s. per 100 nett; or in go"id, 
on superior paper, at ls. per dozen, 
post free. They make interestin<P 
souvenfrs of an unparalleled literary 
record, though the Sermons in Ie.ro-e 
trpe will be more usefnl for distrib~
bon among the unso.ved. 

God's )Yord and TVitnesses, the 
Annual Letter to the Members of the 
Open-air Mission, by RICHARD Corz 
MORGAN, Editor of The Chri,tia11, 
can be obtained of Mr. Frank Cock
rem, 11, Adam Street, Strand,-one 
penny each, or 6s. per 100. It is a 
Scriptural and timely exposition of 



.NOTICES OF BOOKS, 

the Open-air Mission Mot.to for 18!1,, 
•· Thou shalt hear the Word at My 
mouth, and warn them from Me." 
)h.ny who are not open-air preachers 
might be all the better for reading it. 

A charr,ing sixpenny booklet, which 
ought to i, • "e been published in time 
for revie" : ,,-,fore Christmas, contains 
the st~ry of Three Little Wise .Men, by 
W. E. CULE (Sunday School Union). 
To those of our rea.dns who are 
acquainted with Probable Sons and 
TerldJ/s Button. we need only say that 
the Tl11w Little Wise llfen are well 
worthy of a phlCe beside these popular 
favourites; and if any of our friends 
ha't'e not yet read either of these 
delightful tales of childhood, we can 
assure them that they have three 
treats in store. 

Many of our readers who have heard 
our BROTHER THOMAS L. JOHNSON 
speak and sing, will be pleased to 
know that he has published, at 4d., a 
collection of Missionary Hymns and 
Solos(words and music), which can 
l,e obtained at his address, "Liberia," 
Bascombe, Bournemouth. Some of 
our dear friend's own compositions 
are included, and others that have 
been written to plead the cause of the 
heathen, and especially of Mr. John
son's own poor suffering Africa. 

Tl,e Baptist Hanclboolc for 189i 
(Yea.le, Chifferiel and Co.) contains 
much valuable information concern
ing denominational statistics, etc. We 
have tested it at various points, and 
find it more than usually accurate 
and up-to-date in its chronicle of 
rnioisterial movements, though it is 
not yet absolutely reliable. For in
~te.nce, Pastor J. S. Hockey, who has 
been for nearly a year at Bexhill-on
Sea, is still reported as living at 
Henfield. 

The Baptist Messenger (Elliot Stock) 
continues to give as its first article 
every month a Sermon by our late 
Leloved Editor, and Pastor T. W. 
Medhurst is also supplying a series of 
"Anecdotal Illustrations from C. H. 
Hpurgeon's Works." Greater care is 
11teded in the typography of the 

MagRzine to keep it up to tho mark 
of former years ; we note mnny 
printers' itnd other blunders in tho 
pre11ent volume. 

Biblcwomen and .Nm·scs. Vol. XIII. 
Cassell and Co. 

Trrrs "Record of the Work of the 
London Bible • and Domestic Female 
Mission " is full of int11rest, and shows 
how great is the continued usefulness 
of the service founded by Mrs. Ran
yard forty yenrs ago. We a.re sorry 
to see, from Mrs. Selfe Leone.rd's 
'' Serious Financial Statem11nt," that 
there is such 11, le.ck of funds for the 
maintenance of this much-needed 
work, e.nd trust the next Report will 
have a more cheering story to tell. 

The National Temperance .Mirror 
(33, Paternoster Row) maintains its 
high character as the ally of abstin
ence and the foe of strong drink. If 
only poor drunknrds could see them
selves faithfully reflected in this mir
ror, it might help to open their eyes 
to many things to which at present 
they are blind. 

From Drummond"s Tract Depot, 
Stirling, come the three admirable 
annuals,-The British Messenger, The 
Gospel Trumpet, and Good News. Full 
of Evangelical truth, taught in a 
simple and popnlar style, and accom
panied by numerous illustrations, 
these Magazines are worthy of the 
widest possible circulation. 

In The British Messenger there is a 
serial story,- Ursula Ohallenor ; or, 
Rough Ways made Smooth, by ETHEL 
RUTH BODDY, which is now published 
iu a neat ls. 6d. volume; and at the 
sawe price is issued another work 
which has also appeared month by 
month in the Magazine,-McOheyne 
from the Pew: being Extracts from the 
Diary of WWiam Lamb, edited by 
Rev. KIRKWOOD HEWAT, M.A. It 
is both pleasant and profitable to read 
what was thought of the saintly 
Dundee preacher by one of his godly 
elders, although it makes us realize 
the more vividly the meaning of the 
Scotch poet's lament,-

''There's nae Chalmers noo,lassie," 
There's nae guid McCheyue." 
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From Scrooby to Plymouth Rocle; or, The 
Meno/the" Mayflower." By HENRY 
Jo11NB0N. Religious Tract Society. 

EVERY Briton should be familiar with 
the story of "the men of the May
flower '' and the times in which they 

·lived ·' he will then be able the better 
to understand and resist the modern 
movement which seeks to deprive us 
of the liberties so dearly purchased, 
and to re-impose the fetters of a 
priestly tyranny. This book aims at 
setting forth the facts which resulted 
in the departure of the Pilgrim 
Fathers from this country ; and a. 
bibliography is added for the guid
ance of those who may wish to pursue 
the subject further. The chapter upon 
the origin of the FreEI Church move
ment is, however, far from being 
complete. There was a Free Church 
movement long before the State 
Church movement began in 597 ; a.nd 
to speak of the first martyr for re
ligious opinion in England as hl\ving 
suffered in 1401, is quite misleading. 
The Missionary Martyr of Thibaw. A 

Brief Record of the Life and Con
secrated Missionary La.hours of 
Charles Wm. Lambert in Upper 
Burmah. With Portrait and ten 
illustrations. Partridge and Co. 

THE record of a truly consecrated life, 
well calculated to induce and foster 
the missionary spirit. The book is very 
readable, full of most intereRting and 
instructive stories of Burmese manners 
and customs, and should be added at 
ouce to the Sunday School Library. 
Bryan Roe, a Soldier of the Cross in 

West Central .Africa. By Rt:iv C. 
R JOHNSON. Charles H. Kelly. 

AN interestingly-written record of e. 
Christly life sacrificed upon the altar 
of service. Africa's sins e.ud sorrows 
her needs e.nd her wrongs are her~ 
faithfully depicted; and th~ sad story 
shows that an army of Bryan Roes 
and simil~r _heroes is needed to le.y 
<lown their lives for the evangelize.tion 
of the Dark Continent. For dark it 
still is, e.nd dark it will continue while 
the greed of gold, the traffic in 
humani~y an~ in the body-and-soul
~estroymg drmk, and other abomine.
~ion~ r~main. This book, so full of 
rnspirat10n, widely circulated e.mongst 
the young, should fire with a holy 

ambition many "knights of the 
Cross" to go forth to the conquest 
of Africa for Christ. 
Th,, ilfysftry Unveilerl. By II. P. E. 

DE ST. DALMAB. Sh .. w and Co. 
AN epitome of Sacred History, setting 
forth, in blank verse, the Divine pur
pose in man's Creation, Fall, and 
Redemption. Its special mission 
d_oubtless_ concerns prophetic ques
tions, which are treated on Futurist 
lines. There is not much fire in the 
poetry, but the rhythm is well 
modulated, a.nd the expression terse. 
The thoughts a.re clear, but they can 
hardly be said to burn. 
John Wolfgang, Business Man. By 

BEAUSEANT. Headley Brothers. 
IT is given only to the few to write 
powerful and beautiful allegories ; 
but rarer still is it to be able to write 
with all the charm of allegory about 
up-to-date themes, e.nd so vividly as 
to attract the business men to read. 
Yet all these features unite in this 
delightful booklet, and make us pro
foundly gre.teful for their existence. 
For Christian men, beset with business 
worries, temptations, and disappoint
ments, it will be an inspiring help, 
e.nd no better little present could be 
given to them. We sincerely wish it 
a great circulation, and success in its 
mission of blessing. 
The ,Waster's G,jts to Tromen. By 

Mrs. C.SKINNER. Part1idge and Co. 
ALTOGETHER excellent. The rery 
thing to give to your lady friend, 
be she girl, or woma.n, or wife, or 
matron. Full of practice.I, shrewd, 
common-sense godliness, touchino
on life's main needs, and how woma;_ 
may be helped to their efficient and 
abunde.nt supply. The pervading 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
felt e.11 through ; e.nd so, earthly 
duties a.re glorified by heavenly 
motives e.nd inspirations. A drop of 
honey from the comb. 

The Seed Basket. By the Editor of 
"The Tool Basket." H. R. Allenson. 

NoT only is this little book a "Seed 
Basket," it is e. basket full of precious 
seed. Those who a.re engaged in 
spiritual husbandry will ree.p e. rich 
harvest if they steep this seed in 
pre.yer, and sow it in fe.ith. 
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Sri f<> Obey. By Rev, F. S. WEBSTER, 
M.A. Pers<>nn.l CO'T1sec1·atin11. By 
Rev. H. BROOKE, M.A. Nisbet. 

Two golden volumes in a splendid 
11eries of experiments! tbeoloizy, Thev 
do indeed answer to their titles and 
deal with the " deeper life " df the 
Christ-loving disciple. Not milk for 
babes, but very strong meat for full
aged men and women. The inner 
blessedness of genuine heart and life 
devotion to the Saviour is not only 
declared, but made Divinely attractive 
in these volumes. For one's own 
private reading, or as a choice gift to 
s friend in Christ, these books a.re 
among the fitst and best in these 
modern days. 

The Spirit's Seal; or, Power from on 
High. By EDWARD W .• MOORE 
M..A.. Nisbet and Co. ' 

OBTIOUSLY written nnder a. deep 
sense of responsibility, as one must 
write who is charged with an experi
mental sense of what the enduement 
of the Spirit for life and service means. 
We heartily commend this chaste and 
gracious exposition of the vital theme 
which, more than any other, concern~ 
the life of the Church and the evan
gelization of the world. 

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit. By 
R . .A.. TORREY. NiBbet and Co. 

THERE is a directness in the treatment 
of the subject, in thiB small book, 
which one often looks for in vain in 
larger works. Mr. Torrey loses no 
time in coming to the matter at issue, 
and dealing squarely with the diffi
culties, verbal and otherwise, that 
require to be overcome. To those 
who yearn for an experimental 
acquaintance with this theme, the 
very intensity of the writer's con
victions will be an aid ; and his 
decisive words, and convincing array 
of Scriptures, will probably be of 
service in clearing mists and doubts 
away from ma.ny readers' minds. 

The f'ictorious Life. By Rev. H. W. 
Wmrn-PEPLOE, Nisbet and Co. 

.A. YOLL'ME of addresses delivered at 
the Northfield Convention in August, 
l 89.'i, and printed from a shorthand 

writer's notes. So far ns we cun 
judge, these addresses are excellent if 
all that was needed was simply to 
inform the intellects of God's chil
dren ; but, we fear, spiritual victory 
and a. deepened experience of sancti. 
ficu.tion. do not usually come ulong 
those lines, Head-information 11.nd 
the clearing up of metaphysical diffi
c~lties furnish, no doubt, on edificu
tion of a sort ; but the reo.l evils. in 
the case of most, lie in a deeper reo-ion 
than such instruction concerns. '\Vho.t 
is wanted is the power to make the 
conscience feel, and the stony heart 
to break. 

Is Sin a 1,,-ecessity 'l By READER 
HARRrs, Q.C. Partridge and Co. 

IT ought not to be a necessity· and 
it cannot be where grace has' con
clusively triumphed and its issues are 
perfected. .A.t the same time, sin 
necessarily results from the wars and 
:fightings among Christian brethren, 
as the genesis of this pamphlet clearly 
shows. 

For Each New Day. Nisbet and Co, 

.A.Mm the multitude of "daily 
portion" volumes, this will take 11. 

prominent and honourable place. The 
selections are from o. wide range of 
modern expositors and theologiam, 
but mainly experimental in their 
character. There a.re green pastureM 
and still waters for the tired flock ; 
there are sunny uplands for the 
rejoicing; and the tender consolings 
of the Great Shepherd for those who 
are footsore, or torn by the briars of 
the wilderness. We crm praise with
out reserve this admirable compilation, 
which is as finely printed as selected. 

Tl.e Vest-poclcet Companion for Chri.1t£an 
Workers. By R. A. TORREY. Nisbet 
and Co. 

.A. MOST useful little compilation of 
texts to meet all sorts of speciol cases 
and classes,-such as the careless, the 
anxious, those in difficulties, back
sliders, and Christians in various 
trying circumstances. The passages 
are arranged with great care, and 
should be of real service to many a 
worker for the Master. 
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'J.'/,e (Jidct '1'/w11yht~ of <t Qttiet 'l'k1'.n/cer. 
Being extracts from the diaries of 
the Rev. Robert Smith, D.D., of 
Corsock. Oliphant, Anderson, and 
Ferrier. 

No doubt these thoughts, being a 
record of the inner thinking life of 
the man, will give to his friends a 

JusT as the present ~fagazine is re~chi'!g 
our readers, the meetmgs !'nd services ID 
celebration of the fifth anniversa,·y_ of M~. 
SPUBOEON'S promotion to glory will be ID 

rogress. The " Spurgeon Memorfa.l " Ser
~on Society appropriately lee.ds the way on 
T1<esday Janua1·y 26, with e. sermon by 
Pastor Thomas Spurgeon at Holland Road 
Baptist Chapel, West Brighton, and a public 
meeting at the Connaught Institute, Lewes 
.Road. On Thursday evenin_q, January 28, 
e.t the Metropolitan Te.barnacle, the 
memorial meeting will include a gathering 
of all the London Branches of the Sermon 
Society, when addresses e.re expected from 
Pastors Cbarlee and Thome.a Spurgeon, 
De.vid Davies, and J. B. Figgis, M.A., Mr. 
W. Willett, and Mr. W. Taverner. 

On I,01·d's-day, January 31, the exact 
recurrence of the very day of the week when 
the ever-beloved Pastor was co.lied up from 
Mentone to the New Jerusalem, ce.m;1ot fail 
to exert e. specie.Uy hallowing influence upon 
the services e.t the Metropolitan Te.berne.cle, 
o.t South Street Be.ptiet Chapel, Greenwich, 
and doubtless at many other places of 
worship where e.llusion will be me.de to the 
irrepe.re.ble lose which is incree.singly re
e.lized e.s the yee.rs speed by. The sermon 
in the Meti-opolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 
for ree.ding on January 31-" Gre.co and 
Glory "-is peculiarly suite.hie to the solemn 
anniversary. 

During the po.et month, not only the 
Congregational body, but tho whole Church 
of Christ on eo.Tth ho.a become the poorer 
through the " home-going" of IJ1·. Hiles 
Hitche11s and IJ,·. Hcrbei· Eva11s. Both 
were beloved friends of Mr. Spurgeon, o.s 
well as most e.coepte.ble supplies n.t the 
Metropolita.n Te.bernacle. The writer of 
the present "Notes" rememhers most vivid
ly the deep emotion disple.yed by Dr. Evans 
when he co.me down to "Westwood" to 
enquire for the dear ijufferer, who wflB just 
then (July, 1891) almost at his worst. The 
strong fro.me of the greo.t Welsh preacher 
wo.e convulsed with sympathetic feeling, !\nd 
he seemed as if ho could not tear himself 
away from the house without n.u o.ssure.uce 
that there wo.s at least o. hope of the re
covery of hie friend. Whon, in February, 
:so2, the unparalleled memorio.leervices were 
iold e.t the 'fabernacle, one of the most 

better idea of Dr. 8mith than any
thing else could, end as such will be 
appreciated by them ; but we gravely 
doubt whether the larger circle of the 
outside public will gain much help 
from them. They are a curious com
bination of truth and error, Evangel
ic11.lism and sacramentarianism '. 

touching of all the addresses was the one 
by Dr. Herber Evans; few who hee.rd it 
will ever be able to forget the wonderfu I 
description of "The Spurgeon of history," 
whom there was not enough earth in ::--.or
wood to bury. And now the friends. 
parted for a little while, hwe met again in 
the presence of the Lord they loved so well 
and served so long. 

The Tabernacle Church has been bereaved 
of another of its officers, for Elder Corri,;k, 
who has long been laid aside, was calle,l 
home in the le.tter part of December. 

~ friend sends us the following paragraph. 
which shows how Mr. Spargeon·s 
influence was felt in quarters where some 
would scarcely have expected to find it:
" On the first of De~ember, there passed 
e.we.y, in his eighty-fourth year, a genial. 
kind-hearted Roman Catholic Co.non of an 
unusual type, one who had o. real apprecie.
tion for the trntbs eo long preached by 1\ir. 
Spurgeon. He told the writer of this that 
' he once thought Spurgeon the veriest 
fe.natic t.hat ever lived, but,' said he, 'I clo 
not think so now, I read his Sermons every 
week.' Any book on the Psalms was 
e.lwo.ys eagerly read by him, but Ti,,. 
Treasw·.11 ~,- IJavid wo.s his constll.Ilt 
compo.nion." 

MR. SPUROEON'S SERX0Nll IN GilL!c.
Our brother, Pastor.-\.. Macdougall, who re
cently trausle.ted Mr. Spurgeon·s Sermon 
No. 1,500 into Gaelic, sends us e. transle.tion 
of n. GMlic review of it which e.ppea.red in 
the Supplement to Lifa and TI ark. The 
e.rticle is quite n, lengthy one, but we can 
only spare space for e. few paragraphs from 
it. The w1·iter, referring to "this eminent 
godly man, Charles H. Spurgeon," says:
" There never hn,s been his e,p111.l in e.11 the 
world, and there never will be. He wrote 
me.ny gootl books-some of them smo.1.1, antl 
some of th~m 111.rge-e.bout spiritual things. 
. . . For over forty years, his Sermons 
ho.vo been printed eve1-y week. One or two 
of them were formerly tru.nslated into 
Gn.elic. Another (on the Brazen Serpent) 
h,\s now beeu trnnsln.ted by .-\.lexa.uder 
Macdougall. ,Yho this wan is, I do not 
know ; but whoever he is, it is he thtLt can 
succeed iu making a trausle.tion. The 
translation is so very good that e. IHIIJl 
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would hRrd!y 1-now it to be a tr:i.nsl:ttion 
at a,ll.'' 

After t.iYing some e:,;;tra,cts, the writer 
conclndes :- "This Sermon nay he lmd for 
"penny. It i• printed by A. Sinclair, 10, 
B0thwel! Street, Glasgow, as good a, printer 
of Gaehc as there is on the world. My 
desire is that this Sermon might be in the 
hands of e,..eryone that reads Gaelic 011 the 
surface of the globe. My countrymen, you 
never spent a penny on anything that 
would do your souls more good than to buy 
this Sermon. Buy it at once, and I wiil 
become surety that you will not repent 
of it." 

Mr. Macdougall says that he has made 
no attempt to conceal the Gaelic idiom in 
the review. We think our readers will, for 
that ,..ery reason, be all the more interested 
in the notice. If any of them wish to 
obtain copies of the Sermon for distribution, 
they can procure them through Mrs. 
Spurgeon at ,s. per hundred. Half the 
large edition printed has already been sold. 

The passing from 1896 to 189i wa.s fit
tingly observed at the Tabernacle. The 
last night of the old yea.r being also the 
time for the usual week-evening gathering 
for worship, there was quite a series of 
services following one after the other. 
First, there was the P:i.stor's prayer-meeting 
m the lecture-hall, theu the service in t"e 
Tabernacle, at which Pastor C. B. Sawday 
preached from our Lord's words, "Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your Father's good 
.pleasure to gi,..e yon the kingdom," and 
afterwards baptized five believers on pro
fession of their faith, two of them being 
hie own daughters. 

At half-pa•t ten, the watch-uight service 
was commenced. There was a very large 
congregatiou at that hour, bnt many per
sons came in later, amongst them being a 
uu.mber evidently unfamiliar with the house 
of prayer, and soon the ,..aet building was 
crowded almost to it• utmost capacity. 
Pastor Thomae Spurgeon read and ex
pounded John iii. 22-36, Mr. Sawday offered 
prayer, and the Pastor preached an im
pressive, aearching aermon from the last 
verse of the chapter : " He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life : and he 
that belienth not the :-on shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
Closing bis discourse j uet before midnight, 
the last moments in ]89G and the first in 
J 8\11 were spent in silent devotion, and 
then, after leading the great assembly in 
earnest supplication, the t'astor wished all 
'' .A. Happy New Year," and received in 
response a similar wish for himself fr.am 
the tb.ousands present, and the service was 
concluded with the singing of "All hail the 
power of Jesus' name!" 

On Mo;,d,:_11 evening, January 4, in ac
e ordance with the usual custom ;it the 
beginning of THE WEEK OF UNIVERSAL 
J' !!AYER, several of the neighbouriug minis-

tere, nnd Mr. A. J. Arnold, the Soorotnry of 
the Evangelical Alliance1 took part iu the 
Tabernacle prayer-meetmg, at which the 
Pastor presided. and gave a brief adclroes 
on Romans xv. 13. 

On Tuesday evc11ing, Jmw.111·y 51 Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon, who ie this year e Presi
dent of the LAMDETII AUXILIARY OF 'l'III:: 
SUNDAY ScrrooL UNION, invited the teachers 
in the Auxilinry to meet him for tea at tho 
College, aud afterwards gave them an 
exhibition of diss'llving-viewe, illustrating 
his dear father's lecture on '' Sermons in 
Candles." Tb.e Conference Hall was 
crowded, and a very enjoyable and profit
able evening was spent. 

On Wed11csday evening, Jannary 6, THE 
"JOHN PLOUGHMAN " GOSPEL TEMPERA.NCI!: 
SOCIETY held its first monthly meeting. 
The Tabernacle lecture-hall was crowded 
with an enthusiastic audience gathered to 
hea.r our old friend, Mr. William Noble 
deliver hfa popular lecture on "J. B'. 
Gough," which was given with great effect. 
Solos were sung at intervals by Miss Noble, 
and after his lecture, her father ea.ng "The 
Roll-call," which was so muoh appreciated 
that he had to repeat it. At the close of 
the meeting, 55 pledges were taken, and a 
nnm):,er of abstaining friends became 
enrolled as members of the Society.. The 
whole proceedings of tb.e evening were a 
great success, and very much encouraged 
the workers in the Temperance ea.use. 

From January 12 to 16, PASTOR TIIOMAB 
SPURGEON was in Devonshire and Corn we.II, 
preachiug and lecturing at Devouport, 
Penzance. e.nd Falmouth; on Janue.ry 19, 
he was at John Street Chapel, Bedford Row; 
and on January 27, at Bromley Road, Lee. 
The services were a great help to the 
churches and pastors visited ; but these 
extra labours are too severe a strain upon 
one whose home work needs all hie time and 
strength. 

From Janue,ry 17 to 24, PASTOR CHARLES 
SPURGEON and his friends at South Street 
Baptist Chapel, Greenwich, observed " a 
week of prayer, praise, -and persone.l 
consecration." The programme included a 
number of " Home Prayer-meetings," 
beside many public gatherings for prayer, 
au all-day meeting with short addresses by 
fifteen ministers, and cloeiug with a sermon 
by the. Pastor, with special services on the 
two Sabbaths, the whole making a fitting 
preparation for the "In Memoriam" services 
on January 31. 

CoLLEGE.-Mr. Joseph Clark, of Notting
ham Taberna.cle, has accepted the pe.storato 
at Auckland Tabernacle, New Zealand. 
He sails (D.v.) in March. Mr. Noe,h Heath 
has removed, from Bu_ckhuret Hill, to Dor
man's Land. Mr. J. Ney has gone, from 
Melton Mowbray to EarlShilton, Leicester 
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1 ·ro Mr. A. U. Short ho.s left Sanclown, 
j 110 ~f Wight, ancl coma to Lonclon, in order 
t s form o. new church in the neighbourhoocl f Herne Hill. Mr. W. White, formerly of 
Drougb Westmorlo.ncl, has become Presi
dent of the Loytonstone Road Baptist 
Mission. 

Mr, c. H. Homer, who returned recently 
from Port Eliza.both, South Africa, has 
80tt!ecl o.t Bo.roes, Surrey; _o.n~ Mr. W .. J. 
Taylor who ho.s been workmg rn connect10n 
with the Evangelization Society of Scotland, 
ho.s broken down.in health, and been obliged 
to go to o. warmer climate. His address 
is•-P. O.,.Bea.ufort West, Cape Colony. 
M~- R. Lanni has removed, from Sher• 
brooke to Mount Forest, Ontario. 

On Tuesday morning, January 19, the 
students re-assembled o.t College after the 
winter vacation, wh~I!, they were heartily 
welcomed bv the President and Vice
President. Five new men ha.ve joined the 
ro.nks. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE MISSIONARY ABSOCIA• 
TION.·- M:r, Pa.trick writes: - "We in 
Morocco ha.ve not been behind you in 
England in the matter of ea.rthqua.kee, a.s 
on December 6 two strong shocks were 
experienced at Casa.bla.nca.. • Much fea.r wa.s 
co.used ·thereby, but no da.ma.ge wa.s done. 
The Moors state tha.t. the quaking of the 
earth wa.s due to the fa.et tha.t the bull, on 
one of whose horns they believe the earth 
is supported, became tired, a.nd in conse
quence shifted this pollr world of ours to the 
other horn! 

"Some of our Spa.nia.rds a.re building a. 
baptistery in our ema.11 iron church. I pa.y 
for the ma.teria.le, a.nd they give their work 
night by night. It has been a. source of 
much gla.duess to me a.nd of spiritual 
blessing to them. 

'' We ha.ve ha.d one specie.Uy bright con
version to rejoice over in the pa.st few months. 
R-- was for years known as one of the 
confirmed drunkards of Tangier. He sold 
all the furniture from their little home to 
obto.in the drink, and so neglected and ill
tree.ted hie wife th1Lt she was obliged to 
lee.ve him. We regnrded him ns almost a.n 
idiot. He signed tho pledge several times, 
only however to break it immediately. 
Some eight or nine months ago, he professed 
conversion, and from that time his 
life has been most consistent and 
his testimony to the saving power of 
t~e Lord Jesus Christ never-fo.iling. The 
h~tle home is a.go.in cotnforto.bly fur
mshed, and wife ancl husband a.re living 
together happily. R-- now spends hfa 
Sunday afternoons in distributing tro.cts 
among hi~ fellow-countrymen. Severa.I 
Europee.ns ho.ve spoken to us of the won
derful ~ha.nge in his life. They attribute it 
to our mlluence; but we know it is the work 
of the Holy Gbo~t. 'l'o God be the glory! '' 

EvANOELHITB.-Mr, -Burn!,am writes:
,, You will be pleo.sed to leo.rn tha.t we have 

!1~cl good times tl.iifi eeaHon thu~ fa.r; indeed, 
tie many years 81nr;e I h11.ve witneB~f:!d m0re 

gracious tokens of power. E,pecially has 
this been the Cf!-Se at Northampton, Sutton
m-Cro.ven, Swrndon, e.nd Swadlincote." 

P1LBtor W. L. Stevenson, of Lydaa.te 
Todmorden, Yorkshire, writes:-" It° h_; 
been our privilege to receive a. visit from 
Mr. J, Chamberlain, of the Metropolitan 
To.bemacle, who ha.a conducted a ten days' 
miseion amongst us. llis e~nging and 
a.cldreeses were much a.pprec1ated by a 
goodly number of people, and the result 
ma.y be seen in the quickened spiritual life 
of the church. But this is not all, for his 
earnest labours ha.ve been owned and 
blessed by God to the conversion of manv 
young people, a.nd we a.re looking hope"
fully forward to the time when they will 
publicly confess their faith in Jesus Christ 
by baptism. It has been a time of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord." 

COLPORTAOE. - The parcels specially 
pleaded for, in la.st month's ''Note" on 
behalf of the La.dies' Working Society, 
should have been for our poor colportenrs 
themselves, and not for ministers. Men's 
clothing is urgently needed. 

We a.re plee.sed to state that our worthy 
~•?ther, Elder S. Wigney, has been asked to 
JOID our Committee, and we most heartily 
welcome him amongst us, as his sound and 
thoughtful judgment will be greatly valued 
in the carrying on of our loved work. We 
a.re also gle.d to be enabled to open np a 
new District a.t Conisbr.o' and Dena.by 
Ma.in, near Rotherham. The application 
ha.s been ma.de by Pastor J, Gyles Willia.ms, 
of Attercliffe Baptist Chapel, a.nd we sin
cerely trust tha.t our, earnest colporteur, 
Robert Hall, of Ilkeston, who has been 
asked to labour in the new sphere, will be 
a.s much blessed at Conisbro' a.s he has been 
at Ilkeston. This District has been very 
relucte.ntly given up in consequence of the 
death of o. kind friend in New Zeo.lo.nd, 
who annually supplied the needful funds ; at 
the so.me time, sb.ould those interested in 
our Colportage work at Ilkcston be able to 
secure o. guarantee for the usuo.l £!,j per 
e.nnum, wo she.II only be too pleased to 
continue the service which has been so 
greatly·blessed for the past tweuty years. 

Many of our readers will be glad to hear 
that we ha.ve just receivell au order for a. 
thousa.lld copies of our dear Presideut·s 
(Pastor Thomas Spurgeon's) new weekly 
issue of Sermons, for distribution amongst 
our Districts; this is grand seed_ -sowing, 
let us a.II pray tho.t muc11 of it mav fu II on 
good ground, and bring forth a. hundred
fold to the glory of God. 

All communications and contributions 
ehould be addressed to the Secretary, 
Colportage Association, Temple Street, 
London, S.E. 

Baptisms at Metropo:ita.n Tabernacle :
December ;JJ five. 
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pastors' ~ollc9e, ~lctropo titan @';ahcmnde. 
Staltmetit of Rtcdpts f.-0111 IJecember itk, 1896, to Janrta,·y 1611,, 1897. 

£ •· d. 
l 'onlribution from Jlaptist Church. 

llo~, p\?r 1>~tor J. J. Kni~ht ... 
Grant. from Pastor T. Spurgcon's 

Uirthday }und .. . 
w.n. . ............. . 
Balance from Annual Tea &nd Mect-

in!'. including collection (£.'ll 28. 9d.) 
~lr. D. C Apperley ... ... . .. 
1'1.J.P M i~Ps .Kirtley 
~I. II. H. S. 
:Ill·. J. Wilson ... 
PastorJ. H. Grant -• ... . .. 
1.'.ollection from Peckham Park Road 

Baptist Chapel, per Pastor F. Jn.mes 
)lr. H. Donkin .. . ... -• •-
1. 'ontrihution from South Str<-et Baptist 

Chapel.Greenwich, per Pa.storCharles 
Spur;;x-on ... ... ... ... . .. 

Contribution from M,e.n's Bible Class, 
Muth >'trt>et Chapel. Greenwich, per 
ra~tor Charles Spurgeon 

~lr. James Hi!'~ .. 
1lr. C. B. Tidswell 
:lln, A. Ilnker ... . .. 
Thankofi'ering from VPTDon Baptist 

Chapel, per Pastor D. H. Moore ... 
J',istor ,v. L. Crathern, per l'astor T. 

(,i-r<'enwood 
A. s .. Gl~:?OW 
:llr. ,J. Murtimer ... ... . .. . .. 
( 'ollcgc bo:,,:cs at Almshouses Sunday-

sc.l.10ol~ ... ... ... . .. 
Thankotfering for visit of Pastor T. 

Spur;,-eon to Carlton Chapel, South
amnton, per Pastor N. T. Jones
J\Iiller 

1 0 

20 0 
0 6 

56 7 
2 2 
1 0 
0 10 
1 10 
1 0 

3 10 
l 0 

5 0 

5 0 
20 0 
0 10 
5 0 

5 0 

0 5 
II 5 
0 5 

3 16 

2 6 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
G 
0 

9 

6 

Mr. T. Brewer 
J.E.W . .., 
lllro. H:lle ... ... . .. 
rastor H. Wood; Tosmania 
Mrs. Y1ttc-e ... ,., ... ... . .. 
Le~•cy. the Into J\Iiss C. McIntosh, per 

llcv. J. Lindsay . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Donation from Christ Church, Six 

We.ys, Aston, per Pastor ,v. A. 
'Vicks ... . .. 

Mr. W. Pitcher ... 
Mr. T. H. ,voodeson 
M:iss HcthPrton ... 
Rev. H. J. Deeclitf... . . . ... . .. 
}'rom Spurl!"eon Memorial '.remple, 

bouth Leith, per Pastor D. Tait ... 
Mr. H.Dmzil 
l\Irs. R. Witrd ..• 
•• A bit of mortar" 
M. H. G., Marlow, per Mr. J. E .. 

Joyne• ... ... ... ... . .. 
Moiety of Collection from New North 

Roo.d Cho.pel. Huddersfield, per 
·Pll•tor F. J. Benskin ... 

Mr. E. M. Plumb ... . .. 
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:

Mrs. McConnell 
Dr. MllcGill ... 
Mrs. Dalgliesh 

0 10 0 
1 1 0 
2 0 0 

·Weekly Otferiogs at Met. Tab. :-
Dec. 13 21 IS 3 

20 4 18 6 
,. 27 3401 

Jan. S 28 3 6 
10 2020 

£ •· d. 
6 fi o. 
0 3 0 
·1 l 0 
0 ·& 0 
0 lU G 

20 0 0 

1 1 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 ·o 
0 lU u 
0 2 6 

l l 0 
1 0 o· 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

0_10 6, 

S 10 0 
0 s u 

311 0 

•
1 

.·\. (Jolden Pin" -· 
Mrs. El~ec ... 

0 10 0 --- 104 2 4 
0 10 6 

Mr. .T. D. Collen 5 0 0 £290 6 2 
lfr. Higbed ... 0 5 0 

fa!iforn' <!Iollcge ~isrniomn·u ~ssodathm. 
Statement of Receipts from IJece,nber 711,, 189G, to Janua1·y 15th, 1897. 

£ e. d. 
Grant from Pastor T. Spurgcon"s 

Birthday Fund ... 
A. 6., Glai;gow ••• 

10 0 0 
0 4 6 

Pa.rt collection from Mr. N. H. 
Patrick'• service at Beulnh Baptist 
Chapel, Thornton Heath 

Mr. R. Brazil .. 
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon :-

£ e. d. 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 Per Mrs. T. Spurgeon:

!\Ir. E .Johnson 
Mr. J. Dickie 

l 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 

A poor woman (for Dr. Churcher••· 
:llr. beaton ... 

H.l\IcS. 
Night,';·· 

. .. 
·•\V1<1ch -per Pastor 'J'. 

~purgeon ... 
Beula.h lJaptist Chapel, Thornton 

Heuth, per .Mrs. Jl.al.ls ... 

l 16 
0 6 

ll 0 

6 0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

Medical \I ission work) 0 2 6 
Mr. 8. Church O 1 0 
Mrs. Benzie• O 6 O 

0 8 6 

£26 6 0 

jpurgemrn' ©rphan iome, Jtocitwdl ®rphmmge. 
Statement of Receipt• f,·om December 9tl,, 1896, to January l411i, 1897. 

£ s. d. 
Mr.. E, Hogg ... ... 1 I 0 
<;u!l<-<,tel Ly Miss 8. A. Peck O 15 O 
}ll.rs. 0rove.... 0 1 6 
.r. H. .. , . ... .. 0 6 0 
SLL,wm,ak1•t <J1•phunu.gP Wurking Party, 

1,er Mi,., G. E. Audrcw• ... ... 16 0 0 

Mrs. Arnold 
Mr. T. E. !Sykes ... . .. 
Co1lccted by Mi•• Dickmore 
Mr•. ,J. ll. lfoywl!Od 
Mr•. M. J Warren 
Mrs. N. Mil<co 

£ s. d. 
3 o u 
0 6 o 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
O :,. u 



STOOl{WF,T,L OltPTIANAOE. 

J., Do11tcd .. . 
]lettle .. . 
Mr. c. Soruby ... ... 
(;llllcctud hy !\1it=1~ Crumpton 
('olkotcll Uy thf' l\lJtaacH Crumpton 
i'rif'-h notes, llt'lfo.:,t ,.. •·· 
1,1 ies J. Stewart , .. .. • ··• 
collected by Mias 0, M. Stevewmn 
;\[rs. Hoskins 
]l[rs. E. 'l'odd 
llfre. Coltbup 
llr, W. Bali•r 

11r J omee Clark. ... . .. . .. • .. • 
Fr~m the" Thomae SpurgconJJirlhday 

Fund" ... . ... ... 
Collected by Miss Hunter 
Mr. DuncanMacphenon ... 
J.B.C. ... 
Mr. Edwin West ... 
l\!r. and Mrs. J. Pearce . 
]l[iss A. Buckland .. . 
T. J., Tottenham .. . 
l\Ir. ,J. T. Spencer .. . 
J\Ir. W. T. Flew .. . 
i\·lrs. R. Willia.ms u■ 
J\fr. E. J. Upward .. . 
)lra. E. Beddome .. . 
)lr. E. R. Adam• ... 
:Mis• A. E. Hardim~n 

Per Miss C. J2eson:-
)lr. W. Stanyon .. . 
The Misses Eames .. . 
:.Uisses J:lcnnett 

Mrs. Reeves Hughes 
J\lr. J. Bnrber 
)hs~ L. N .. Turne).· ... 
)fr~. S. 1!1ckering ... 
J\lr. J. Batten 
)fr. Howell EVe.Il\l ... 
)lrs. Knott ... ... 
l'ustor H. B. Bardwell ... 
Collected by Mr. J. Green 
)lr. and Mrs, C. E. Moody 
)lrs. Smith .. . ... 
11r. John M. Coutts 
In memorie.m 
:\Jr. ,vm. Davies 
)Jr. J. Lane .... 
Mrs. Stilemo.n 
E.S.M. ... 
11r. G. J. Otter ... 
8tamps, Edinburgh 
)Jr. Duncan S. Miller 
)lr. D. Campbell ... 
)lr. R. Cleaver 
)[r. T. James .. . 

0 o 0 
0 5 0 
0 o O 

Mr. W. Murkram ... ... . .. 
Collector! by Mrs. Swatlield ... 
Collected by lllrs. W. 'f .. Cl,,rk .. , 
Collected by the Misses A. Lewis 
)[rs. M. Be\lwin ... 
)liss R. Wells ... 
~lr. W. Vincent .... 
)i[rs. Bus9iogbC1m ... 
:Mi,!:s H. 8tra.wson .. . 
H. I[. L, ... .. . 
Mis, M. Gut.,hom .. . 
l!ev. C. U. Parrett .. 
l 1a~tor \V. J<'nldns 
)It·. H. l\Iitchell ... .,. 
)J iss A. M11cl10reth ... 
Mr. and Ill,•· Saunders .. , 
Mr.. J. 'J'ollt•r ... .. . 
M,·. W G. llemn ... .. . 
1:ollectoil hi' Mr. W. ,T. 01\\e 
l'.ollecteil bv Mr•. Nol•on 
~h·. R. tllO\VILl't 
)l1s• 1". Hall .. . 
Mi,s C. H. Skeets .. . 
!liss B. N clson .,. 

£ •• d. 
0 b 0 
0 1 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
a & o 

10 0 0 
0 lU 0 
1 I o 
0 fi 0 
0 6 0 
0.10 II 
1 0 0 

69 0 0 

20 0 0 
:J H 2 
O 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 U 
O ]O 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 ~ 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 

0 15 0 
0 10 0 
U 10 u 
0 o 0 
0 o 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 7 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 U 
0 > 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 u 
U t 0 
0 o 0 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 
11 JO 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 o 
0 9 0 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 G 0 
0 o 0 
0 ., 0 
0 6 0 
0 ~ 0 
0 & 0 
0 6 U 
0 6 
0 II 0 
0 l\ 0 
0 G 
o r, o 
o r, o 
0 16 0 
2 1, 0 
0 2 ll 
0 6 0 
0 l\ 0 
0 1~ U 

MiA~ DRrley, per lt(es11r8. Pa.881Dore and 
Ala.bB.fllter ... ... ... ... . .. 

Mr. W. ,f. JackA<ln .. . 
Mr. G. W. Bkeata ... 
)fr. Wm. Chnrch, jun. 
Mll'18 J\'[. Fr&11er ... 
Mr. C. Hooper 
l\lr. J. Foulltes ... . .. 
Mr. J. Manley ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Elford ... 
Mrs. E. Y. Wilkinson 
1111'. A. ,J. Kobins ... 
Mr . .fames Still ... 
Mr. H. A. Ilarverson 
1,!r. E. Lap thorn ... 
1\.lr. E. Bry,1a 
l\fr. ,L Barnes ... 
lllr. D. C. Apperley 
'1 he i\lis.~es Kirtley 
j\Ir. Ja.mes Plumbridge 
Mr. A. tl. Tatnell ... 
Mr. G. S. Stowe ... 
lllrs. John Parry .. . 
Mr. Best ... .. . 
lllr. J. W. Hunkin 
Mrs. G. Cowa.n ... 
Mrs. R. C. Drc,v ..• 
lllr. W. P. Lewis ... ... ... ... 
A few friends at Downs Chapel, Clap-

£ "· d. 

0 7 0 
0 11J 0 
0 5 0 
() 5 

() ' 
0 :, 
() 'l 
0 12 
() l>i 
5 u 
5 0 
a 0 
2 2 

2 
1 1 
1 0 

2 
2 u 

3 
1 

5 0 
1 0 
1 (l 

1 1 
l u 
I l 
1 5 

0 
6 
0 
6 
0 
0 

" 0 
u 
0 
0 
I) 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

ton, per lir. W. Payne O ' 0 Mr. 0. Stone O 
Mrs. E. Barnes • . .. 0 15 

0 
0 
0 
2 

?.h·. J. Bettinson ... 0 
lllrs. ~I. ll. Sharman 0 
1'Iiss GrPen ... 0 
S. B. ancl , ·o. . . . O 
l\Ir. Thomas Lunham ... ... ... 5 O 0 
Proceeds of colleolion a.fter lectaze by 

Pa.st .. r W. l\Ioxham.1 at Zion Band of 
Hope, New Cro$-S ... . .. 

-Collected bf Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong ... 
The i\Ii~ses Cunnington ... 
Mrs. Mumby 
1\1.D.... ... ... 
Mr.and 1[rs. Hewat 
~lr. W. H. Pollaxd 
Mr. J. Wilson ... 
llliss s. M. Pittman 
l\liss H. Wood 
lll.rs. Dayley .. . .. 
lllr. W. ll. :r.umsey 
lllr. John Weir 
l\liss Adderley .. . 
l\lr. W. Grahum .. . 
Mis:ii Fort ... . .. 
Mr. John Woodward 
Miss l,ahc!l!l Noble 
lllr. D. Clarke ... 
~lr. J. H. Osborne ... 
Mrs .. T. H. Osborne 
Mi:-~ Dorothy O~borne ... 
Miss li:athleen Osborne •-
1\lb~ Ha ... hall ... 
Jlh·. T. D. n~nsford 
'J'h,• ~liss('s liould ... 
Ill. H. ll. S . ... 
A. nml ~r. .. ... ... ... .. . 
Orph:ln11g-e boxes nt Tabernacl~ g:i.tes .. . 
:.\lr,. Pollock .. . 
~Ii~~ N ~lcKdvie .. . 
:\.fr. John L~•wi..; .. . 
)I rs. 1\1. Gardiner .. . 
l\lr. J. ll. Mills 
l\lrs. lfasst'll 
)lt·.G.llussl'll ... 
1111·. Henry Donkin 
l\l ,ss \\' (':O-t ••• 

l\lr . .T. Shaw... . .. 
llh·. Lemuel Hiley ..• 
l\liss M. A S,•,.la 
lilt·•· O. Clo.vcr 

1 13 
o 10 
2 2 

6 
6 
0 

2 2 0 
2 0 0 
~ 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 

so O 0 
3 0 0 
2 t " 1 1 0 
l 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 I) 

0 0 
u {I 

0 0 3 
l 
1 
0 
1 
I 

0 0 

1 
1 
1 

0 

1 
0 
~ 
tl 
0 
I 
I) 

ll 
(l 

0 
0 
0 
u 

0 

' ,, 
0 

" " 0 ,, 
,, 
(I ,, 
,1 
l) 
l) 

{I 



STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE. 

Mro 1\L A. Hicki.,,on 
:'\fr. "-- Furse 
ltr~. E. H"lnd 
Mr. ,loJ1n C,ffc 
:i\fr. C. l libPr~on 
l\lr~. L. Bu!:-h -• ..• 
Sir C'lrn.rh•~ Tennant, Bart. 
)fo,:~ H. 8mith 
Mn~. C'ockhurn ... 
T. S. K. nnd 'E D. l\I. ... 
l\Ir~. A.nd t.he Mi~s Lowe 
Mr. "-• S. D.ILrdy 
l\lrs. Kicoll ... . .. 
Mr.'\\". 1'lin~ins ... 
)lr. T. DR.\"if'S o• 

Miss R. E. Ttt.ylor __ 
Mr. James Walker 
lllrs. Finch ... 
Mrs. C. Allport ... 
Mr. W. J. Eld1idge 
A Welshm:1.n 
l\Iiss J. Swvens 
Mr. J. O'Gram ... . .• 
Mrs. and Miss Kilborne.,.. 
l\Irs. Ill. Hooper 
Miss E. Hates 
Mr. D. Binnie 
Miss ?\[. E. Irwin 
Mrs. T. Frohock ... ... ... . .. 
Yonni, lady tract-distributors, per J!4ni_ 

FrohoC'k ... . .. 
Collcc,cd by l'IIiss R. Patten 
M.1~ Jones ... 
Mr. J. 1'orkett 
Mrs. Chule,; ... . .. 
Collected by t-:ie Miss<'S Smith nnd 

Holmet: ... 
Mr. R Morris 
M.rs. E. Ilmryt""r ... 
Mr. and lllrs. La.mu 
Ml:-:sM3,5on... . .. 
Collected by A. Brazier 
Collected by .Ml's. E. Tu,Jph 
Mrs. E. Sheppard .. ,. 
Miss He~lct t 
Miss Turnuu'.l ... 
Mr. Sholto Steed .,. 
:Mrs. E P..o.udell ... 
Collected uy ~lrs. llrmrn ... 
Postal order. Lochg-ilphe:i.d 
ll1rs. C. E. Scma.rk 
Mrs. E. J. Dames.:. . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Coombs 
Miss E. B. Grounds 
Mr. J. South 
Mr. A. Briscoe .. . 
Mr. J.M. B..i;ham .. . 
Mrs. H. Denny 
Mr. J. Ciark 
Tu. ,vm. Dunn 
Mrs. H. Clapton 
Mrs. Poate .. . 
Mrs. Latt:i .. . 
Yie.'i Spurgin 
W.A ....... 
l\Jr. W. F. Day 
Ml's. ,v. Hardy 
lJ'r. JamE:s .Scott .. . 
llir. J. T. Godwin .. . 
Jllr.J. WiL-on 
Mrs. (jregory 
~lr. C. E. Naish .. , 
lllr. J.B. 111illard .. . 
.Mr:-. Huckma.trt.er .. . 
A.i:i.D. .., 
Mr. :F. T. Tucker .. . 
Mr.J.H.Ma,ck .. . 
Tbe M is,;i,s Stocker . . . ... 
Coller:ted t,y Muss E. J, Pickard 
Mi.'>HJ:iddr,ll 
Mi.-, Milroy 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 3 0 
0 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 

0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 o 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 

0 12 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 G 
1 0 0 
O 6 0 

1 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 fi 
0 6 0 
0 l 0 
0 2 3 
0 9 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 
0 7 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
1 12 0 
5 0 0 
4 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
2 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
6 0 0 
1 1 O 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
I O 0 
1 I 0 
2 0 0 

Mr. H. llfandrcll ... . .. 
l\fr•. 11nd Miss Shn.rpington 
In memoril\Dl of the Jato IIIr. 0, 

Hct1.rson .. . .• 
Mr. J G. Cassrn,11 ... 
Mr.,. II[. A. Smith ... 
Mrs. J. ISicholl ... 
Mr. Thom..,. Ohm-eh ... ... • .. 
Collected by l.liblo-cln._., T11lbot Titber-

nacle, B11.rswater, peL' . .Ur. ,v. Ebey ... 
Mr.!,'. Hige,, ..• 
llirs. 8. A. Biddle ... 
Mr. C. Cox -· ... 
Mrs. H. Winfield ... .., ... 
Mr. A. Stnrge ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. E. J. Brown ... 
Collect<d by lllr. GP<wge... ... ... 
Co_llcct..d by Mrs. '\V. llico and family 
Miss E. C. Creasey ... .. . ... 
Miss Ha.rding ..• 
llliss E Keylock ... 
llliss M. Hnlhm ... 
Pastor M. Matthews 
Mr. H. Wilkinson .. . 
lllrs. J. Sayers ... ... 
lllr. and Mrs. H. Heritage 
Mrs. H. 111cLeod ... . .• 
Mr. E. Pe>Tym11n -· 
Mr. J. Ha.lliday ... .,. 
lllrs. and ,lliss F. lll, H11y 
Mr. R. Middleton... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. M. A.. J ephcoat 
Mr. E. Uoud111an ... 
Mrs. Dodwell. senr, 
The Musters Clare 
M ... E. Alexunder. 
llliss S. Clout 
Mr. Ifartswell ..• 
The Misses Hewitt. 
Miss A, Kelly 
l\Iiss 8. A. lfanison 
lllrs. E. Bowden 
E.~•.... ... 
Mr. 0. Barfoot 
Mr. R. Bul'gess 
F.G. ... ... 
Stamps, Tw:ri11' 
Stamps, ',Viel;: 
Miss K. Butler ... . .. 
One who loves the children 
Rev. C. H. Hickling ... . .. 
Mr. A. E. Jones, per MeslrS. PllSSIIl0re' 

and Alabaster ... 
Mrs. T. R. Thomas ... 
Postal order,.Edinhurgh. 
ll1r. J. F. Pearmine 
M111, Curtis ... 
One drop in the ocean 
Mrs. E. C. Messeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarke 
Mr. J. Buswell ... ... 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Eldridge 
Mr. F. Kil'kpatrick 
lilies Barfoot. 
Mr. J. Smith 
Mrs. Boric ... 
Mr. W.Price 
Postal order ... 
Mrs. W. J. Sparka 
J. D.... ... 
Mr. F. Dodwell 
Mr. J. Daw•on 
M111 E. Munton ... ... . .. 
Mrs. Dowling and Jlfrs. Morling 
Mrs. 8, K. Hullett 
Mrs. J. lticc, .. 
Mr. Davia ... 
Mrs. ,Telford 
M i•H y ock nev 
Mr. W. -Newton 
Rev. E. Evallll 

£ l'. cl. 
2 u 0 
1 0 0 

1 I 0 
1 10 II 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

1 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 ,, 

0 
0 10 () 
0 10 0 
0 10 ij 
0 9 s 
1 0 0 
0 10 0-· 
0 2 s 
0 2 0 
0 2 G 
0 7 () 

0 6 0-
0 10· u 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
o- 5 0 
0 10 O· 
0 2 0 
0 2 Ii 
0 15 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 " 0 2 ij 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 II 
0 2 G 
0 7 6 
0 5 0 
0 4 ij 

0 2 0 
0 10 (I 

0 12 0 
0 2 u 
0 2 O· 
0 7 (), 

0 5 ~ 
0 10 ~ 

0 2 6' 
0 10· 0 
0 2 6, 
U-10 II 
0 5 G 
0 10 0 
0 10 I) 

0 6 0-
0 5 0 
0 10 " 0 5 0 
0 6 ,) 

"0 19 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 v 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 ·6 0 
0 2 6 
u 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 
O IIJ 
0 10 II 
() 6 0 
0 a (I 
() 2 0 
0 h 0 
0 6 0 



STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE, 

Mr, and Mrs. Sloan 
J\[ro. Uridge... , .. 
~lr F Arthur ... ... ,., 
Mr~- I[ertzell and Mrs. Mallison 
Mr. '.J.', Land ... ... ... 
:r,Jr. Alexander Law 
Lizzie and Wilhe 
:Mi's- ,Jones ... 
Mrs, Cook •·: 
Mr, Henry Hill, ... 
Mr. Edwin Dav111 .. . 
Mrs. M. Poulter .. . 
Mr. ,Joo. E. Gaunt 
Mr, Peter Elh• 
J\,lr. F. (]amU1on 
Mrs. Crowhur.st 
Mrs. Cbudley 
Mr. T. Stucker 
Mr. B. Blair... ... . ... 
Collected by Mr. H. Sm.ith 
Mrs. H. Thomas 
Mr. A. Bagster 
Mrs. liewkley 
Mr. Wm. Blott 
Miss Julia. Spencer 
Miss A. S. Macduff 
Dr. Gowdy ... 
Mr. s. Welme.n ... . ... . ... 
Mi·. Sawyer, per Mr. W. Higgs 
Per Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon:-

Mrs. Hunt and fnends ... 2 • B o 
Miss J, A. No1T1S ... ... 0 10 0 

Mr. B. Imle.ch ... 
Mrs. M. A. Southwell 
M1·s. E. Green 
Mr.R.Spink 
Mr. J. Storey 
Mr. C. Buchel 
Mrs. M. Rogers 
Mr. C, Early 
Miss L. Fre.ncis 
Mr. J. Wragg 
Mr. B. Phillips 
Mrs. Gould ... ... .., 

-Collected by Miss Barley 
Sympathy ... 
Mr. J. Macbeth 
A friend ... ... ... 
Mr. Thomas Weir and friends 
Mr. George Wood .. . 
Mr, D. McColl .. . 
Mr. 1md Mrs. O.,born ... .., 
Collected by Mrs. M. Gregory ... 
-Collected by Ml-s. Lang Sims 
Mrs. Newman ... 
Mr. G. B. Ve.nheson 
Mi·s. Vane ... ... 
Master C. S. Jones 
Postal order, Bickley 
..Mrs. Sizmur ... . .. 
Miss Gregory .. . .. . 
(.;ollected by Mrs. H. Forbes 
Mrs. Shilson ... 
Mr. H. H. Dove ... 
Mr. T. Clydesdale ... 
Mr. J. Eckersley ... 
M1·s. Everett e.nd Son 
Mr. J. Asten 
Mrs. J, Spry 
A.I!:.... ... 
Miss L. A. Scott ,., 
Mr. J. Webb .. , 
Master B. Watson 
Mrs. J, Mills 
Mr. George Stul'l'o~k ... ... ... 
Jl1rs •. G. Ander•on, per Mr. J. Addison 
A t'riend 
l\lis• M. A. Uar,ly"' "' ::: "' 
<rhe l,Usses l•'rnnoi• 11.11d Lhaie ... 
l\11u,ter J. llurt 

£ •• d. 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 II 
0 2 6 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 I 0 
l 10 0 
1 1 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 

10 0 0 
I 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 

2 18 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
2.2 0 
1 8 0 
5 0 0 
1.0 0 
1 0 0 
1 6 7 
1 0 0 
1 10 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 

10 O 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 16 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 II 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
O 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 6 
0 7 0 
0 10 0 

H. M.F .... 
Mrs. Clarke... ... ... ... 
Collected hy Mrs. A. Willmott... . .. 
Collected by the Bible-cla"", Ghrist 

Church, Chippenham, per Pastor 
H. B. Be.rdwell ... 

Mr. G. Camps 
Miss Camps ... 
Mr. W. Miles 
Mr. W. N. Finlayson 
Mr. G. W. Rabbich 
Mr. J. Mortimer ... 
Mr. W. Tucker 
Miss I. Allen ... 
Mr. G. F. Shepherd 
Mr. F. Buist 
Mr. J. Niblett 
Miss Pilcher 
Mrs. A. Baker ... 
Mr. T. Muir Dalziel 
Mrs. E. Johnson 
Mr. M. Romang 
Mr. E. Romang 
Mr. Joseph Hill 
Mr. E. F. Brook 
Mr .. W. Phillips ... ... •-
Collected by .\liss Qirdlestone .. . 
Mr. A. Hobson ... ... .. . 
Messrs. Wills and Packham, Ltd. 
Pastor J. H. e.nd Mrs. Barnard 
Collected by llrs. Clews ... 
Mr. M. Stroud 
Master P. Du.rant... ... 
Mrs. Burgess' llible-class 
Mrs. C. Bell... ... . ... . .. 
Collected by :Mr. Samuel Spurgeon 
V. li. M., Norwich 
Mrs. N. Sparrow 
Mrs. L. Clayton 
Mrs. R. Casburn 
Mrs. Allen .. . 
Mr. F. Hoy .. . 
Mr. W. Britcher 
Miss llI. Perrin 
llli:. T. Bevll.D 
Mr. G. H. Shipway 
Mr. S. Priddy 
Mr. A. Matheson ... 
Mr. J.B. Dixon ... 
Mr. D. Rees ... ... ... 
Collected by Mrs .. McSkimmmg 
Collected by llir. Holder ... 
Mrs. Gardner 
Young friends ... 
Pastor T. H. Sparham 
Miss Sievwright ... 
Mrs. S. Thompson 
Mr. T. Edwards 
Mr. J. Philip 
Mrs. Williams 
Miss N. Kertch ... 
Miss R. E. Whitehead 
Mr. W. Ba.relay 
Mrs. Higgins 
Mrs. Heatley 
Miss I. Coutto ... 
Mr. G. Bedingfield 
Master 0. C. Palmer 
Miss L. M. Davey .. . 
Mr. C. He.mmond ... .. . 
Postal order, Dereham .. . 
A poor old wowl\n ... .. . 
Collected by Mw M. Kerridge .. . 
Mrs. Williams ... 
Mr. T. Humphrey... ... . .. 

£ ,. d. 
() J 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 

0 7 
0 2 
0 a 
0 , 
0 
0 ~ 
(J l.':, 

0 -~ 
0 , 
0 10 
0 
0 5 
0 2 
5 0 
5 0 
1 0 
2 2 
I I 

10 0 
3 0 
I 0 
I 3 
I 1 
5 0 
I 5 
3 11 

0 
8 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

.:! 2 0 
1 u 0 
o 10 a 
0 lJ 0 
0 16 ~ 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 ; 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
U 10 0 
1 d 6 
1 7 0 
0 1 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 
0 \I 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 

(.;ollected by Master R. T. Jack1Uan 
Collected at Christmas Morning Ser-

U Ill 0 
0 5 II 

0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 ; U 
0 5 0 
0 lU 6 
0 5 Q 
0 5 0 
0 7 1 
0 1 O 
O 3 G 
0 l ti 
1 3 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 u 
0 1::; 0 

vice, l'laylands Chapel, per .H.ov. H. 
Howett ... ... .. ... .. 

F,usley Baptist Junior Y.P.S.C.E., 
por Mr. S. Isles ... ... ... 

i 

0 

0 
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MM!. E. A. r,.,.,. ... ... ... "' 
llluode•ley Miosion Sunday-sohool, per 

llfr. T L. Wakelin ... ... ... 
lllr. and Mn. Wale .. , .. . 
Lieut.-C'-<>l. and Mrs. Williams ... 
Mrs. M.A. Woods .. 
Mr. J. B. Stot.t 
Mr. D. Boyd ... ... 
Mr. W. A. Weightman, C.O. 
)Ii~ Y. ~mit.b . .. _ 
~Ir. K Bampt-0n ... 
:M:r. \\. J. '.S'orton .. 
Little l\Ielton )Iis.<ion Hall ii.;_nday·~ 

•chool. per Jllr. R. Carr 
Mr. J. Simo... ... ... 
Mrs. List.er .. . 
Mrs. Coles ... ... ... ... ... 
Christmas offerings, collected by Mrs. 

W.J. Lewis ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. L. Schiefer .. . 
Mr. M. Walker 
Mr. J. Opie... ... .. 
Collected by Jllrs. Be.ma: d 
B:. B., Southall ... ... 
Collected by Jllrs. E. Kemp 
Collected by Jllrs. Ble.ot ... 
Collected by Mrs. Mott 
Per Mrs. Mott : -

Mrs. Da\·ies ... 
MissHaa-ger 
Mr. D. lliller 

:Miss M. McEwiDg 
Mr. Roger Bate 
Mrs. Alston ... 
Mr. H. R. Parker ... 
llr. W. G. Heoiliug 
~in Boulter ... 
lir. W. J. Mnrphy 
!l!r. H. S. Cowper .. . 
!l!r. T. Trotman ... . .. 

6 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

Collected by Mr. H. Watson ... 
Collected by Jllrs. A. F. Farley .. 
Mr. J. Aldington ... 
Rev. S. D. Scam.mell 
Mrs. J. Jones 
Postal order, Paddington .. . 
Collected by Miss .K. lL. Sivl!I>I .. . 
Mrs. J. Cooper 
Mr. W. Newman ... ... ... 
Me88tS. llleCammon and Sprott 
Collected by Mi•• Northcott 
Mr. B:. w. Stening .. . 
Mrs. B:a.rris and friends .. . 
lira. WJ!shere 
Mr. e.od Mra. Bush 
Mrs. E. Hender,,on 
Mrs. L. E. Knigllt ... 
Mr. L. See.ly 
Mrs. K. Pa1'terlloo.. .. 
:Mrs. Cllil'e ... .. ... 
Post.al order, Bowden Downs 
Mrs. Fairweatller ... 
Mr. F. G. Buckmaster 
:Yr. W. Bentley 
Mr. C. Smith 
Mr. C. Norton '" _ ... 
Reader• of TM Christian Herald:-

Liz. ... 050 
1:1. T. P. o 2 8 

L. Mosey, gittingboW'De ... 
:ldi .. Coi,,th ... 
Xr. H.. Crorobie 
lli. J . .Hrigg• ... 
Po.ta! order, Corsock 
Mr. H. clkinner 
Po.ti,,l order, Aberga.venny 
E.K.... ... . .. 
Pa.•tor 8. T. Wi.lL&me 
1:1.. D., Montroae ... 

£ •· d. 
1 l 0 

l 1 0 
l O 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
l 1 0 
1 0 0 
3 0 0 

20 0 0 
2 2 0 
l 0 0 

l 10 0 
l 10 0 
l 0 0 
l O O 

2 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
on a 
0 12 u 
0 5 0 
2 0 l 
1 17 0 

6 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 O 0 
1 5 0 
O 7 6 
0 15 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
O 10 6 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 1 4 
0 10 6 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 Ill 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
U ., 0 
0 7 6 
0 lo 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 0 
0 2 O 

0 7 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 ., 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 l 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 

Postal order, W o.llaeetowu 
Mi!!s A. Jervi1:1 .•• . .. 
Mr@, PritcharJ. ... 
Mr,._ E. ~C. Green ... 
Mr. J. ll1ley ... 
lllrs. Watson 
111.L.... ... 
Mrs. Cartwright 
E.G.H. ... ... .. . 
lllrs. J. Gray ... ... . .. 
Bo,"r Street Baptiot Chapol Sunday-

"' h,,ojl Derby, i,er Mr. S. '.I.'. Hodson 
l'\lr. r ones ... ... ... ... 
Z\liss ~L :,,,impson .•• 
lli. F. Corby ... ... ... ... 
lllrs. Elgee, per Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon ... 
Mr. Godfrey's Bible-ole.ss, Stowmarket 
Mr. R. Dawson 
Mrs. Watl ... 
Miss lll. ~Iunro ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley 
Mr. T. Bowler ... 
Miss W. A. Iverson ... 
Collected by Mr. G. Silman 
Mrs. S. Wat~on ... . .. 
E. S .. St. M icllael's, Bristol 
Mr. W. Heywood .. . 
Mr. Pilley .. ... . .. 
Mr. and ~1rs. 0, King .. . 
Postal order, Pertll .. . 
Mr. G. Bl,.ke ... ... ... ... 
Mount Pleasant English Baptist Church, 

Cadoxton, Cardiff ... . .. 
Young Men's Bible-class, Baptist 

Cllapel, Wallington, per Pastor J. E. 

co1~J'!d by· r,a;;gew;ydd S;,_nday: 
scllool, per Mr. J. Young ... 

Collected by Miss S. A. Johnson 
Mr. G. D. Ricll ... .. . .. ... 
One-half Sunday evening collections, 

Soldiers' ln•titute, Portsmoutll, per 
Mr. Sidney Smith 

Mr. W. A. Brankston ... 
Co Uected by Mr. _I!. Cllurch 
Mr. E. H. Edwards 

Per Mr. R. Giles:
Sunday dinner-table box ... 
In memory of Bertie ... 
In lieu of Cllriatmas cards 

0 18 1 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

Mr. W. A. Bre.dley ... .. . 
~Iiss E. Kewer, per Mr. Round .. . 
lh.ster A. W. McConnell ... . .. 
Collected by Mis• Duce:ett's Bible-class 
~I i:;s M.. Ga.1dyne .. . 
M1i,s Salmon .. . 
Mr. F. D. Collen ... ... 
Collected by Mills Beale ... 
Mr.E. tlmith 
Mr. W. Smith 
Mr. J. McPll,rson .. . 
Mr. W. llitcllell .. . 
Mr. T. Hooley 
Mrs. Waller ... 
Miss t,;, M. Perkins 
Mr. 0. Hendrie 
)11s1:1 Bickf,1rd ... ... .. . 
E. W. E, Perth ... ... ... ... 
A member of Trinity Baptist Church, 

Bellley lie-<th 
Mrs. B .•Jodden 
Mi•• li. Mead ... ... ... 
Collected by Master P. Wigney 
Mi•• A, P ,yoe . ... 
Collected by .11rs. W. Jones, in memory 

of the littc Mr. Wrn. Jones 
Collec1.e I liy ,11rs, 8. tin .. pe 
Mn~ JJ1'u1111nond Gra.ut 
Mr. W. McD,nuld. • .. 
Mr. T. H. llowcll, J.P .... 

£ •· d. 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 O 
0 2 6 
O I O 
0 10 O 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 O 
0 2 6 

0 6 O 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 O 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 O 
0 6 0 
0 3 6 
0 8 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 7 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 O 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 

0 6 0 

0 10 0 

1 1 0 
0 14 0 
1 1 0 

8 14 9 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 

1 8 1 
0 6 0 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 

20 0 0 
0 13 6 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 ,f, 6 
0 10 O 
0 16 0 
0 8 8 
1 0 0 

0 6 0 
0 i 8 
0 6 0 
1 17 1 
0 t 6 

1 0 0 
0 1' 0 
1 0 0 
0 ,f, 0 
1 1 0 
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ll[r, 8. Oe.lver 
r,i:w. .. ...... . 
c~Uected by Mrs. 8idery ... 
Jllr II. Higbed ••• ••• 
Th~ Grange MiA~ion Sunday-school, 

per Mr, U. J. White ... 
Messrs. Henry Head and Co. 
Mrs. Vague... .. . 
Mr. J. 8. Bracher .. . 
Mr, D. J. F1 cema.n ... . .. 
Lynton Roe.d Sunday-school, Ber-

mondsey, per Mr. J. B, Collin 
M.re. E. Gunter . .. ,.. .. , ••• 
Houston Free Church Sabbath-school, 

per Mr, W. Kerr 
''Davie" ... ,,.. 
Mr. lt. Johnsto~• ... 
Captain E. L. Simpson 
p. and P ., stamps .. , 
Rev, J. Creighton ... 
J.M. Hunt... ... 
Mr. T. W. Be!>son ... 
Mi•• E. Macmcoll .. . 
Mr. J. C...-ter .. . 
Mr, C. E. Tidswell... ... ... 
Collected by Mr. A. T. Freeman 
Mrs. Mackie ... 
Mrs. J. Thomson 
Mrs. J. Cameron 
Mrs. Dodd•... .. . 
Miss Mary Earl .. . 
Agricol• and his wife ... ... 
Chyngton lla.m collecting • box, per 

Mr. i,;. J. Gorringe ... ... ... 
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Fox, for the snp-

port of three orphans for & year ... 
Mrs. Irewonger 
Mies Ooodchild 
Mr. Ja.s. Clo.rk 
Mrs. S. H. Rugg ,I, , 
Mr. G. Dean 
Mr. E. Martell ... ... ... ... 
Mr. A. H. Sexton, "in loving memory 

ofW. 8.0
.•. ... .•. ... • .• 

Ebenezer Baptist Sunde.y-school, Ba.cup, 
per Mr. G. Shepherd ... ... .., 

Mr. Jno. Peatchcott 
Mrs. 8. A. Mitchell 
Mr. J, C. La.nee .. , 
Mr.~- Leath 
Mrs. M. A. Ea.ton .. . ... 
Otley Baptist Sunday-school, 

pe.rMr.S,Barker.:-Boys• O 7 6 
Girls' o 6 6 

Mr.E. Reed ... 
Mrs. Oxenbridge ... 
Postal order, Selby 
]\[rs. J. Y ouens .. , ... .. . 
Mr. W. Pe.rry ... ... .. . 
The Misses A. and E. Bowtell .. . 
Mi,s Tolmie ... • 
Mr. Pound .. . 
Mrs. E. Wilmot 
:Mr. S. Macintyrn 
Ji.lrs. Houston .. 
M. A. C., Whitohurch 
l\lu•ter J. Peebles .. . 
Mt·s. E, Nm·ledge .. . 
Mr•. S. J. Johnson 
~ollected by Mrs. W. Po~·eu ::: 
Collectod by Mrs. A. Westmore 
Collected by Miss W. Wt·i~ht 
Collected by Mi,s A. L. Dird 
Collected by Mr. G. Spooner 
Collected by Mrs, Adcook 
l\fr. 1u1d Mrs, Bibby 
lllr•. Dovey... .,, 
~fr. W. llllddon 
lllr•. ,I. Soott 
Buotuh note, Olllsg~w 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 
o a o 
2 2 0 
o a o 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 

0 10 0 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 6 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 13 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 O 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
6 0 0 

0 16 4 

60 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
l 1 0 
l 1 0 
2 10 0 
3 0 0 

2 0 0 

6 7 3 
l 1 0 
1 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 7 0 
0 6 0 

0 14 0 
0 8 0 
0 S 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 6 
0 II 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 6 
0 16 0 
1 1 0 
0 i 6 
0 9 0 
0 7 6 
0 8 0 
0 S 0 
0 10 0 
S 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 

Mr!'!. L. Mar.'fhall ... 
Mr. J, Bakewell ... 
Mr. J. W. lfarnaby ... 
Holmesdale I-toad Baptitrt- Runday• 

Rchonl, SQuth Norwood, per :\-Ir. 
F. W. Beale _ ... 
Per ,\.lrs. L Hunt:-

ThP- Mis:-es Jarrett and Leighton 
C<>ll•cted by Mr. T. A eland 
J. H., Peckham ... . .. 
Mr~. M. J. Lewis .. . 
S,m<l wich, per Bankers 
Mr. T. Garton .. . 
Mr. L. W. llorton .. . 
Miss Scoles ... 
Mr. R. C. Jone• ... 
Mrs. F. C. Orr White 
Mr. A. Jungling .. . 
Mr. A. Sinclair .. . 
Mr. W. F. Heath .. . 
Mks Cousin ... ... 
Messrs. R. Holttum and Sons 
Mr. &nd Mrs. Wyatt 
Miss A. Benson 
Mrs. Trew ... 
Mr. 0. Knott 
Mr. G. Brown 
J. C. Toovey ... 
A sympathiser, Malton 
Mr. T. Fleetwood ... ... 
A sympathiser, Gla,gow ... 
Mr. T. Eatock 
Mr. W. Emery 
Mr. J. Hardy 
Mr. H. Jones ... 
Mr. W. Kirkland ... ... 
Collected by Miss N. Borcher .. 
Mr. E. Broue.rd 
8.G. A. ... ... ... ... .. . 
Collected by Mrs. G. E. Hammerton .. . 
Miss J. :11. Hutton ... ... 
Postal order, Preston, Brighton 

Per Mr C. Dauncey. -
Collected in breakfast box 
Mrs. Dauo.cey 
S. R. Dauncey 
W.R. Dauncey 
Roee Dauncey 

Miss G. Shaw ... 
Mr. C. J. Woodrow 
Miss F. Cook ... 
Mr. W. Nicholson, J.P. 
Mr. T. Luce.s ... 
Mrs. E. M. Llewellyu 
J.F. H. ... . .. 
Miss J. R. Moore ... 
llir. 0. Unwm ... . .. 

6 4 0 
1 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

Mr. R. Pop"Froste, l\I.A. ... .. 
Staines Baptist Sund0,y-school, per lli. 

J, McKee ... ... ... ... 
Mr. W. Bquib_b 
R. B. F. . ... . .. 
A friend, Oxenhope 
A.J.F. . .. 
Mr. J. Dodwell ... 
Postal order, Bandon 
Po.,,tor A. G. Haste ... 
Rev. ,T. and Mrs. Seager .. , 
Miss Exton... .. . .. 
Oollectell by. l\Ir. F. Turner ... 
Colleoted by Musto,· D. 8. Herries 
Mr. J. H. Ro beats ... 
L. M. W., Cli>ph!\m 
Mrs. Yates ... 
Ml'. J. Ti>ylor ... . .. 
11.lt·. A. F. Hurnard, J.P .... 
Mr. Edgar 0. Bowtell 
Miss Eyles... . .. 
Mr. Andrew Scott ... 
M1·s. s., l,'. Clements 

£ , ... 1], 

(J 1 f) 

0 .') 0 
0 5 0 

8 8 

0 6 0 
() I() 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 
l 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 O 
I 1 O 
1 I 0 

10 0 0 
2 2 O 
2 0 O 
1 I 0 

·1 0 
I 0 
1 0 O 
0 3 0 
0 10 0 
0 JO 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 JO 0 
0 •) ll 

0 3 0 
0 ,) 0 
0 ,o 0 
0 15 0 
0 ; 3 
0 ~ 0 
0 10 0 
0 8 0 
0 o 0 
0 3 0 

S O 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 
2 0 0 

0 10 6 
0 5 ti 
0 ·) 6 
0 o 
0 Ill 0 
0 () tJ 
0 :.! 0 
0 2 ti 
ll ,j 0 
0 10 U 
1 ll 0 
0 2 1 
0 3 0 
0 :1 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
l O O 
1 0 ll 
5 0 0 
f> 0 0 

i 0 
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Chriol:mM Morning &rvice, Baptiot 
Chapel, . Kington, Hereford, per 
Pa.tor W. B. ~icho!l! ... ... . .. 

£ •· d. 

1 Ii 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. W. Ale1::a.nder 
Mr. H. P. We•t . . . .. 

Per Pa.otor E. Spurrier:-
G. C. ... ... 1 0 o 
Mr.. Blnhill . . . ... O 10 0 
Collected in box, 36, High 

Street ... ... o S O 
P ... tor E. Spurrier... o 7 o 

2 0 0 
T. A. L. H. ... ... . 2 0 0 
C,ollected by the Ra.ilway Mission 

Snnday-O!Chool, West Brompton, per 
Mr. J. W. Gooding 

Mr. B. C. Forder ... 
Mr. w·. H. Roberts 
Mr. W. Rudd 
A friend ... 
Mrs. J. Moore ... 
Mr. J. W. Pinkney 
Mr. J. Anstiee ... . .. 
Collect.ed e.t Su.nday t.ea-te.ble, per 

Mrs. Spencer 
Miss Greenlees 
Mrs. Reed ... 
Yr. W Neathercoat 

1 1 0 
1 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
6 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

0 7 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 Mr. G. H. Edwards ... ... . .. 

Collected at Chri.stme.s dinner-table, 
8i,.rdwell ... ... 0 2 0 

Mr. and Mrs. Sharpe O 10 O 
B&ptlst Sunday~<chool, Long Pre;to;;; 

per Miss Brennand 
lli. Jas Wilson ... 
Mrs. Martin ... 
:Ur. C. Minter •- .. . 
}Iisses J e.nd F. Weekes .. . 
}lr. o.nd Mzs. Weekes 
}In;. Schilizzi 
Mr. C. Trelease 
~lr. J. Harris ... ... . .. 
Mansfield Street Sunday-school, per 

Mr- E. Johnson ... 
Mr. T. H. Woode.son 
Miss S. Robinson 
Mr. T- Fordham .. . 
Mr. J. V. Varley .. . 
Mr. G. Huntley ... . .. 
Half collection Christmas Morning ser-

nce, Garland r:,treet Bo.ptist Cho.pel, 
Bury St Ed.mund's, per Po.ator S. J. 
Bo.ker ... ... ... -• .. . 

A few friends. per Pastor E. Milnes .. . 
Mr•. E. H. Wi!ha.m.s 
Mr. Jno. Williams 
M, .. i>[_ Richo.rds -
Mr. J. Bovey 
Mr. R. Rogers 
Annie Grant ... ... ... .., 
Hamilton .baptist Church llfiasion box, 

per Rn. J. R. Chryat&l 
Mr. F. J. Aldridge... . .. 
Miss M . .A. Deane ... 
Mrs. Lloyd .. . - . .. ... . .. 

0 13 6 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 

1 0 0 
2 0 0 
6 0 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
l l 0 

0 8 8 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 3 6 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 

0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 5 0 

Y.P.B.C E., Blo.ene.u Gwent, per Mr. 
C. J. Gillineham •.. . .. . .. 0 10 0 

Half-year'• wterest on £6,000 Deben• 
ture Bonds, Cory, Bros. and Co., Ltd. 120 16 8 

Miss F. Coolr (Kennington) 0 6 0 
Mr. R. M. Geurge •.• 0 10 0 
Mr. T. Brewer ... ... ... ... 6 6 0 
Chruitmi.,;-day collection, Bulwell B&p• 

tiitt Cha,p,-1 per Pa.t<,r W. Slater ... 
Collcct<,d 1,y .\fr. h.,;-e ... 
Collr,r·ted 1,y Mi·• Do.ft ... 
Hr~. G. H 1,dJ!t=t1 
J. G., Br1ocho,-y .. . .. 
Colletl.ed l,y lfr. W. H. Dore 
Xr. Jobn Ju.ck,.,on ... • .. 
Gollec!.<.,d by lJ r•. M ...on ... 

0 18 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 6 
2 10 0 
0 4 11 

Collected by Miss II . .E. BII.IWl!ll :-
M:ro. White . .. .. . . .. 0 Ii 0 
Mr. M1tdK8 ... ... 1 o O 
Mr. J Henderoon ... 0 10 0 
Mr. E. Pocock 1 1 0 
F. M. .. 1 1 0 
J.J.S. ... ... 1 1 o 
Mr. M:. II. Rackstro.w O Ii 0 
Mr. T. Woodley 2 O 0 

Collected b,· Mr,. Court . . . ... . .. 
Collected by M .... Leigh .. . . . . . .. 
Sllle of work, per Le.dies' Committee ... 
G. B. B. ... .. ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Page ... . .. 
Mr. Tbos. Cm,;~. per PMtorC. Spurgeon 
Collected by Miss Bennett ... . .. 
Children of tbe Co.now Works School, 

Norwich, per Mr. W. Reeder... . .. 
Mrs. Watson .. . . ... .. . . .. 
High Street English Baptist Chapel, 

Merthyr Tydfil, Christmas Morning 
service, per Mr. W. llarris 

M. L. H., ErlinbJ1rgh ... . 
Mr.E.J.Re.by 
A Fo.lkland friend ... 
A friend, Hury St. E~und's 
Miss E. Millar 
Mr. C. Mart.in ... .. . ... . 
Mr. E. Reynolds . . . . .. 
Collected at Watch.-night service, 

Wood ,·ille Road 11,.ptist Cho.pel, 
CA.rrl1ff, per Mr. W. Morris 

Collected by Miss I. Morris ... 
Collected.by Mrs. W. B. Mortimer 
c. s. ... ·•· ... 
Mr. J as. Robertson 
Mr. Jno. Cameron ... 
l\Irs. W. Olney 
Mrs. Pringle 

Per F. R. T. :
Miss S. Pewtress 
Mrs. Dix .. . 
j)f1ss Adrian .. . 
Mr. Probi11 ... . .. 
In memoriam, E. P. 
F.R.T. ... . .. 
In memoriam, .J. )t. T ~ 
In memoriam, C. T. 
In memoriam, C. lI. S. . .. 
Mr .. and Mrs. Hy. Brown ... 

0 Ii 0 
0 6 0 
0 Ii 0 
0 6 0 
O 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

Collected by Mrs. Miles . . . .. 
Young Women's Bible-classes, Belle 

Isle Mission, towards the mainten
ance of an orphan girl ... 

Mr. F. J. Verry ... 
Collected by Mrs. Woo"dcock 
Mes•r•. T. and W. Johnston 
Mr. E. Rayner 
Mrs. B1twtree 
Mr. Thns. )loorley 
Mr. G. F. uold•pink 
Mr. W. Woodeson ... 
Mrs. Conder ... 
Mr. L. Horner 
111rs. W. Piper 
Mr. A. Cave .•• 
Stamps, Ross 
Mr. J. Lewis ... . .. 
Mr. R. M. llcott'a children 
Mr. J. Duncan ... . .. 
l'o•tal order, Aberdeen .. . 
M.W. . ......... . 
Collected by Mr. G. Pugh Jackson 
Mr. D. Morglln 
Mi•• Geikie ... 
Mr. Itawlo ... . .. 
Mr.. J. Oregory ... 
Mr•. P. l'. Willie.ma ... ... • .. 
A poo, widow, P.ef Pa•~r W. Burnett 

7 a 0 
0 6 0 
6 8 0 
7 8 8 
Ii Ii 0 
0 4 3 
1 1 0 
0 1 6 

116 0 
0 10 0 

014 8 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 Ii 0 
0 1 8 
0 ; 0 
0 7 6 
0 2 8 

0 13 1 
0 6 11 
0 17 6 
0 10 0 
0 16 0 
0 2 6 
2 O 0 
0 10 0 

S 16 0 
0 3 1 

6 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 8 
1 10 0 

20 0 0 
2 2 0 
l 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 8 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 JO 6 
II 2 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 6 
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dl,rletmns momiiig oen1ce 11.t· United 
Churches~ Oeorge 8tre6t u.nd Mutley, 
Plymouth, per Mr. G. Lewn:~ .·•• 

pa.rt collection Christmas morning 
service, D,ukhoueo B1,vt1et Chnpel, 
Coeelcy •·• •• ... 

Collected by Mre. W. Burnett ... 
The l\llet1eH E. A. and E. Dun~to.n, 
Mr, W. o. Wilkin• ... . ... 
F.J .... 
An orphan ... 
:Mr. C. (faylor • •· • •· • •· •· • 
Tbnnkotfering, from a_gratefut mother, 

.. for the pre~ervatrnn of my dear 
boy's lif8 when 48 ?,f his fellow
seomen were drowned 

){i•e Vince ... •·· ... ••• •·· 
D. M. D., Old Deer, witbo£14 for Dr. 

Barne.rdo'e Hom•• 
Mr. and Ml'B, Munro 
Mr Henry W111Js ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. A. H. Burnett 
Mre, A. Harton 
Mr. H. Buckley 
Sale of brooch 
Dear Granny 
E and R. Ward ... •·· ,.. . .. 
&II contents of children's box, opened 

New Year's Day,per Mr. W. Meikle 
:Mr. Jas. Scott . :" . -- . •·· , .. 
Willie, Edie, Millie, Orry, and Bertie, 

Tatenhill ... 
Mre, Pullum •·· 
Mre. Newman He.11 
MiBB B. Jlieset .. _. •· - . . . . . •• 
u A mite for the bBJ.lDS," from Dundee 
Mrs. B. Smith 
Mre. Hovill.,, 
B.A.... ... ... 
Stamps, London, W. 
Mrs. S. Ball... ... ... 
Collected by Mrs. R. C. Allen . .. ... 
Harlcsden Baptist Bunclay-•chool, per 

Mr. J. Balls 
A Scottish woma.n .. 
Postal orde1·,· Lesbury 
Mr. J as. Hart ... ... • .. 
Postal order, Broadway; CardiJf 
Miss Hayball 
Mr. W. Jackson 
Mr. Geo. White 
Mr. S. Sharp 
Mre. J. Vowles 
Mrs. Talbot... • •• 
Miss Lightbonnd . .. . .. 
Bale of clock (Mr. H. J. Hall) 
Mr. T. Dawes ... . .. 
Mr. Wm. Wilcocke 
Miss A. Stephenson 
Miss Salmo11d .. , 
Mr. F. Dutfell ... 
Mr. J. Luckham ... 
Mr. N. H. LB~• ... ... ... . .. 
M. D., Penybont .. , .., .. . • ... 
Collected by Miss Chambers, per Pastor 

0. Mouk ... ... .. .., 
Collected by Master P. Stimpson 
Three young well-wishers ... 
Collected by Mr•. E. Phillips ... 

Collected by Mrs. Adlem :-
P. M. ... ... .. .., 1 0 0 
Church of Englnnd O 6 O 
The Hector .. , ... O ~ O 
Ifont and Bon O II O 
111. N.... 0 1 0 
0. ll. ... 0 1 0 
C.R. .. ,.. O 1 O 
A. D. .. ... 0 1 O 
Borne friends o 4. o 
Adlcm family o 7 o 

I, •· d. 

4. 10 10 

0 12 6 
0 14 6 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 13 0 

0 6 0 
0 10 0 

6 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 13 0 
0 9 3 
0 2 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

0 12 9 
2 2 0 

1 0 0 
1 1 0 
6 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 8 6 

1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
3 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
2 2 0 
0 6 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 7 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

0 12 4 
0 1 6 
1 0 0 
0 17 0 

9 7 0 

Mrs. Haga:ter 
Mr. W. Howard ,.. ... 
Oollected by Mre. Cole• .. 
Miss Withers .. .. . .. 
M. H., per Pa•tor J.E. Joynee . 
Mrs. E. M. Plumb .. . 
Mre. N. Kelly .. . 
Mr. D. D. t:linclair". 
A friend ... 
Mr•. Ellen Mille ... . .. 
Collected by Mise A. M. Berry . .. . .. 
Ceylon Place llaptist Chapel Sund~y-

I., ~. d. 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 lfi 0 
0 JO 6 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 6 
0 2 0 
5 0 0 
0 17 10 

scbool. Eastbourne 1 S O 
Miss Ctt.therfne -- .··· ... O 4 O 
Motben• Meeting, Park __ BRptist 

Cr1urcb, per P1l.l!rtor T. G. Pollard ... 0 6 0 
Executors of the late Miss A. S. Lovell 100 O O 
From the estate of the late Miss G. I. 

Small ... ... ... ... ... 0 15 o 
Executors of the late Mrs. Margaret 

Holmes ... ... ... ... ... 90 0 0 
Loseiemouth Baptist Sunday.school, 

per )lr. W. Smith ... ... 
Orvhan boys' cards (as per list) 
Orphan girls' card• (a.s per list} 

Per lire. C. H. Spurgeon:-
Mn,, McConnell O 10 0 
Dr. McGill ... ... '" 2 2 0 
The Lord's tenth, from a 

boy... .••• .. . 
Mr. Charles Foster .. . 
Mrs.Doweon 
Mr. Wm. Parry ... . .. 
11 A tenth from the Bush" 
A fnend from Bedford 
M . .A.K .... 
Mrs. Medway 
u My Countess'' ... . .. 
The Girdlero' Company(per 

Mr. F. W. N. Lloyd) ... 
Mills Harris .. ... . .. 
l\le srs. G. W. Rossell and 

Son ... 

0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
1 0_ 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 Ii 
3 0 0 
2 0 0 

10 10 0 
5 0 0 

1 1 0 

Jfeetings ~y Mr. (lharle.sworlA and lh• 
Orp~anag• Choir:-

Theatrical Mission Bazaar, St. Martin's 

0 19 0 
66 13 -1 
37 4 6 

S2 5 8 

Town Hall 1 0 0 
American Tour .. . 442 16 7 

Chrislmas Futiviliu Funrl :
Miss E. lllover 
"Be~id" ... ... . .. 
llir. J. Longton ... . .. 

Per Miss Thatcher :
Mrs. Mannington ... . .. 
Mrs. Mannington (Islleld) 
llir. and Mrs. Chas. Man• 

nington .. . 
Mn. ealfyn .. . 
Miss Catfyn ... . .. 
M,·s. John Guy ... 
Miss Minnie Thntcber 
The Misses Hamshar 
The lnte Mrs. Porter 
Mrs. Thatcher 
Mri:1. Fa.ulooner .. . 
:Miss A. Thatcher .. . 

Mrs. Wilson 
Ml', B. Bull .. . 
Aworker .. . 
Mr.J,Wood ... 
llli•• <1. H. Walton 
l\irs. Tioe and ftLmily 
Mr. E. Vino~11t 

• J. ll.O. ... ... . .. 
Messrs. W. and H.K. Olney 
Mr. Ed.wi11 West 
Mrs. E. Field 

0 5 0 
0 5 0 

0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 9 6 
0 2 6 
0 S 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 

0 6 0 
5 5 0 
0 10 0 

1 17 0 
0 o 0 
0 5 ll 
{) 7 6 
0 10 0 
0 ~ 0 
0 \ll 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
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Mr. E. Oatley ... 
Mr. E. ,T. l'pw!Lrd-., 
Mr. T. A. Kelly . . .. 
Mr. ILDd Mr,. Wardlayle 
Mr. J. L. Evans ... ... . .. 
A frie,nd, per R-eY. A. Mul'8ell ..• 
M,.,. A. E. H1trd1man 
Mr. J. BILrber 
:Mrs. Green .... ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Woolidge 
Mn,. E. Barrett . . . . .. 
Miss Bramf> ... 
Mr. H. Laflin ... 

~~~u:t,~~~:nis~. 
Mr. H. Humphry, .. 
:Mr. J. Holmes .. . 
Miss Pincks.tone .. . 
Miss L. JI[. Walker 
Miss D. Leng ... 
Mn,. E. Worl..,nan ... 
Dr. Wm. Usber 
Mrs. L. S La.ng 
Mrs. Holbrook 
Mr. Barker ... 
Mr. R Clesver 
Mr. T. James 
Mrs. Lees ... ... , .. 
Postal order, Whyt.eleaie 
M.rs. A. Dre.'f'son 
Miss R. Welis 
Mr. W. Vincent 
Miss E. Eva.ns 
Mrs. Parker_ 
Mrs. Amos·-
Mrs. s. Ma.nlove 
God"s tenth 
Miss Letchworth ... 
Mrs. J. Toller 
Mrs. Fordham 
lllrs. Zuber ... 
R.B. ... -
Mr. W. A. Natho.n ... 
Collected by Miss E. JI{. Kite 
M.iss .Brown ... 
Mrs. Powell ... 
Mr. D. Sharpe 
Miss R. II. Dale 
Mr. J. Grant 
Miss A. Baker 
Mr. R. Stewart 
Miss F. Ha.lJ ... 
E. B. and M. G. W. 
Mrs.Tutton 

ill;~~ by .. the •• Ledburn Swiday: 
school, per Mr. H. Varney 

Mr•. E.en.shaw 
Mr. C. F. Alldis 
Jl{i,e Gregg ... 
For Jeswi' la.mbe 
Rev. F. C. Linn ... _ 
The Misses C. and M. He.wke ... 
Mrs.E.8e&r ... 
Rosie's money-box 
Mi~.::. Searle ... 
bte.mps, Farnhe.m .. 
Mr. W. A. Jenks ... 
Mrs. M. A. Melhuish 
A friend 
C.F. ... . .. 
M 1·s. ~r. Speed 
Mr. C. Hooper 
Mr. J. J<'uulkea 
B.J.T. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Stevenson 
Mr. J l<lil•S Stuf 
Mr•. i,;. W. Bell 
MrB. Lane 
Mr •. Guthrie 
Mr•. l>ewar 

£ •· d. 
0 2 6 
0 2 8 
n 6 o 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 8 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 O 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 16 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 O 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 16 O 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 

0 12 0 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 6 
e 5 0 
0 ll 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
?. 0 0 
1 0 CJ 
l 0 0 

Mr-I!. A. Quant 
Mr. Best ... ,., 
Messrs. Hine Broe. 
Mr. J. T. Smith 
MI"f'. E. narnea ... 
Mr. W. D. Willco,r. 
Mr. J. Bettinson 
Mios Green ... .. . 
Mr. J.C. Smith .. . 
Mr. R. Morgan ,., 
Mr. W. H. Pollard 
Mr. J. Wilson ... 
Mrs. C. H. Gibson ... 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Crees 
Mr. S. H. Baker 
Mr. S. Sharp 
Mrs. Page ... 

, .. 

::::: :~~~i!eranf:mt,;"steed~lln •• 
H.E S. . .. 
Mr D. Cle.rke ... 
Miss M. Sutherland 
Mrs. Bryce· : .. . .. 
Mr. M. W. Hervey 
Mrs. B. Jones ·;.. 
!lliss Evill ... • .. 
Mr. H. Proctor 
Mrs. E. Ya.Hop 
MissJ. Wood 
Mtss R. Smith ... . .. 
Collected by Miss R. Patten 
Miss Jones ... 
Mrs. A. Broom ... .. . • :.. . .. 
Young Women'• Bible-cle.se, Eld Le.ne 

Be.ptist Chapel, Colcheater, per Miss 
E. Barrett 

Miss Speh ... 
111 rs. C. Dales 
Endymion ... 
Mrs. J. Eve.ne 
Mr. B. Cole... . .. 
Mrs H. E. llbrehe.11 
Jl{iss E Jackson ... 
Mrs. J Harvey ... 
Mrs A. A. Honker 
Po,tal order, Hayle 
Mrs. E. :Straw -··· 
Miss M. C. Hart .. . 
Mr. J. Thomson .. . 
ThP. Misses Horton 
Mrs. Luck ... 
Mr. R. Morris • ,., 
Mr. W. Loveland·,;, 
Miss Me.son:. .;, 
Mrs. H. M. Grange 
Mi•• Mathew ... ... . .. 
The Misses A. e.nd L, Rowla.nd 
Mia:.-1 Larcombe 
Mr. J. B. Nee.r 
Mr. G Fryer • ... : .. 
St.amps, Chipping 8odbnry 
Mr, J. llil!ing and family 
Mrs. B.Fox 
Mrs. Die-by ... 
Mrs. Roberts 
Mrs. G. E. Che.pma.n 
Mra. Chenery 
l\[r. H. tShipton 
Mr. J11me::t 1-ee.r 
Mr.J. Clark 
Mr. Wm.Dunn 
Mr, J. Goodchild 
Mrs, M. Bre.ke 
Mrs. M. Cousins 
Mrs. Stopford 
Mr. J. Ba~ter ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mias E. J. Pickud 
Mr, Bull • .-.. 
Mr. Beck ... ,,. 
Mr. George Tingey 
Miss L. Ferratt ... 

£ •· d, 
1 1 O 
0 6 O 
1 1 O 
6 0 U 
0 6 O 
1 0 O 
0 10 o 
2 0 O 
1 10 o 
0 10 O 
0 4 O 
0 6 0 
l O o 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 O 
2 0 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 O 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 u 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 O 
l O 0 
1 0 0 
1 2 O 
1 1 0 
d 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 

0 10 8 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
O 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 O 
O 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 Ii 0 
0 1 0 
0 7 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 O 
0 1 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 0 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 8 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
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Mr. w. W. Thompson ••• 
Mr C Cox.. ••• ... ••• 
ooiJco.ted by Mre. W. Rice and family 
Mr•· Dickie ... , .. 
Mn1, Deucon 
Mr, J. llin~teod 
Mrs. Kedd 1e 
Mi•• N .. CJ,.rk 
Mrs. Du.mes 
Mr, J. Cutler 
Mr. C. Buyes 
Mr. F. Patterson ... 
s.M.... ... 
Mr•. C. Knock 
Mi•• Atttleld 
Mrs. l:J1.Lwtree • •· 
Miss E. J. Farmer... ... 
Mi's. a.nd Miss F. M.Hay_ 
Ml', R. Middleton... : .. 
Miss A. Davies 
Miss A. Wilson 
Mr, ~- Goodman ... . •·· •·· .... 
Master Eddie a.nd ~has Ma.be! Ba.rntt 

t/w'.'T. Mutin ... 
Mies E. Foway 
Mrs. Ives ... .••• 
Miss A. O. Watkins 
ll:[rs. t!heil ... ... 
ll:[!'. and Mrs. Ora.m 
Miss S. Watts 
Mr. W. John•on 
Mr•. S. J. Smith 
Mr. and Miss Pearson 
Mi·~. E. }'reeman ... 
Mrs. J. Dickerdon . .. . . . .. 
Master l:. and Miss M. Holland 
Mrs. B. R. D"'vill ... 
Miss M. Hodges 
Mrs. J. Le Feuvre". 
Mrs. Me.ckewack 
Mr.R. Ve.ii ... 
Mr. J. Fillman 
Mr. D. Goodall 
I'd r. liadden . . . .. . 
Messrs. Beard and Nash .. . 
Mrs. B. M. Harrison 
Mr. W. Donaldson 
Mr. R. Edwards ... 
Mrs. ~I. A. Oldlleld 
Mills M. Baker 
Mrs. C. May 
Mi•• J. Tingle 
Mr. I. J. Curter ... 
Mr•. E. Sydenham 
J. R.R., Weymouth 
Messrs. I{iug ... 
Mi's. E. Thomae ... 
Mra. G. Colyer ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Young 
Mr. G. A. Oil!, tt ... 
Mr. H. H. See.ton ... 
Mr. J. Newcombe ... 
Mrs. Pleasant 
Mrs. Royce ... 
Mr. S. A. Harris ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. West.. ... ... ... ... 
Collected by Baptist Tabernacle Sun-

day School Children, Sittingbow·ne, 
per Mr. S. Boulding ... ... ... 

Mrs. S. A, Mumford 
Mre L. Cox .. . 
M,sa Poole ... ... . .. 
Mr G. Lawrence and frienda 
Mrs. M. Ha.II ... ... 
Mr. H. T. Treva.Dion 
M1·s. Stephens .. . 
Mre. E. Freeetone .. . 
Ml's. Curter . ,. 
Mr. T. l<ircb. 
Mr. R. Jones 

£ •· d. 
1 I 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 12 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 0 
0 10 8 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 r, 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 O 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
O 10 O 
o 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
O 6 0 
0 7 6 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 7 6 
0 10 6 
1 I 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 u 

1 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 O 
0 r, 0 

14 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 1 6 
n 14 o 
0 10 0 
0 t 6 
0 2 6 

Mr. ancl Mrs. Clow 
Mrs. 8. II arvP-y 
Mr. G. Wood 
)I ia~ O. H. Stirling 
Stamps, Mittin~bourne 
Mrs. J. Lamont ... 
W.A .... 
Mrs. Jones, P~r M il'IB )lo~~e 
The Mi~APB Gribbon ... 
Mr. W. Hoare 
Mrs. Grover ., . .. . .. 
Mrs. and Mis3 E. Moore .. . 
Mrs. Stevenson .. . 
Mo.sterW. E.T. He.rrhy 
Mr. W. Kay ... 
Mr, A. E. ~•ranldin .. . 
E.W., Tunbridge Wells .. . 
Mrs. B. Anthooy ... 
Mr. W. Miles .. 
Mr. W. N. Finlayson 
Mrs. M. A. Chapman 
Mrs. E. De.vies 
Mr. A. <'lay... . .. 
Mr. 0. Hacksley ... 
Mrs. M. Spear 
A working-man ... 
Mr. G. W. Rabbich 
Mr. J. l.liller 
Mr. and llrs. Thomas 
Mrs. F. Prior 
1'1ls~ L. A. Bennett 
Mr. W R•eves 
Mfas Limebeer 
Mr. D. McKercher 
M1ssl.Allen 
Mrs. E. Rice Daniel ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Fe.keley and family 
An old boy 
Mr. 0. Friston 
Miss Pilcher ... 
Miss M. A. Withers 
Mr. J. L. Haddon ... 
Mr. C. Howe 
Mrs. Whittle .. . 
Mr. A. l\liddleton .. . 
M H., Finchley 
Mrs. Barrow 
Mrs. A. Butler 
Mrs. L. Clayton 
Mrs. Allen ... 
Five little Days 
Mr•. Shaw ... ... 
Mr. and Mr-. Baker 
Mr. J. Brown 
Miss M. Lang 
Mrs. Cra..mpin .. . 
Mr. C. Hammond .. . 
Mr. ond Mrs. Morgan 
I\Irs. ~pen,·e 
l.lr. C, Le Grice ... ... ... • .. 
Tea-table offering, per Miss Pocock ... 

Per Mr. T. S, Penny:-
Max, Louie, Mo.ry, Ray, Jack, Mother, 

and Father ... 
:Mr. D. Pepperdine 
Mrs. Coombs 
Mr. W. Grace .. , 
I\Jr. \V. Bromage .. . 
Mrs. E. L. Smith .. . 
Mr. E. Marshall .. . 
Mrs. E. Humphrey 
Miss .I:!;. Swain 
Mrs. A. Barnard 
Mr. IV. Knight 
Mr. J. Mcilroy 
Mr E. Gll.rrett 
Mr. T. Busson ... 
The Masters J o.nis 
Mr. A. T. Lake .. . 
Miss E. Botsford .. . 
Mies M. l\loEwing .. . 
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f. s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 3 0 
0 1 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 6 
0 15 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 10 0 
0 9 0 
0 2 ~ 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 7 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 a s 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 7 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 t 6 
0 10 6 
0 i 0 

o U O 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
O 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
O :; 0 
1 6 0 
0 lo O 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
l U 0 
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Mr. J. Chartel"I! 
Mr. E. Jones ... 
Rev. W. Colin B«an 
Mr. W. Mo.nn • ... 
Miss E. l3o.rton 
Mr. Josiah Cox 
Mn;. Dr11mmond 
Mr. \V. 111,lne 
Mr. G. Cox .. 
Mrs. Beall ... . .. 
lllr. J. H Padgett .. 
Mrs. E. Hodd,- .. 
Mrs. Rolfe and friends 
A friend, Dover -· ... . .. 
Miss G. Jewburst and friends ... 
Miss E. M. Bk'oughton . . . .. . . .. 
A widow's mite, l'.:roydon ... •
Mrs GoJfrev's Bible-class, Stowmarket 
Miss S. Hughes ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Stone 
Miss E. M. Scott .. . 
"The children" .. . 
Mr. Henry Dean .. . 
:,tamps. Salisbury .. . 
Mr. J. Do.vies .. . 
Mr. W.Joass 
Mr. R. Dawson 
Mr. G. Hookey ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. S. Church 
Miss D. Wilmshnrat 
Mr. John Mead 
Mrs. Pilgrim .. 
Mr. T. H. Howell, J.P. 
Mrs. Mackie ... 
Post,a.l order, Poole 
Mr. E. E. Myhill ... ... 
Mr. Yi'. Newms.n·s family 
lli. A. Cave... ... • •. 
Daisy Hazelton . . . . . . . .. 

Per Mrs. C. H. ~purgeon :-· 
Mrs. A.. E. Humphrey ... o lO o 
Mrs. 1' orris· .;. 1 0 0 

The Trustees of· tbe ·Orphanage, a 
new slulling for eo.ch of the Orphan 
g,rls 

£ •· d. 
l 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 S 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 6 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 7 0 
O 5 0 
0 S 0 
0 2 6 
0 l 6 
0 S 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 0 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 6 
0 2 0 
o I 2 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 

1 10 0 

12 0 0 

Mess1·e. Alabaster· 1tnd P1t.,more, a ll 
8
' d. 

new eh1lling for e1tch of the Orpho.n 
boys... .. . ... . .. . .. 12 10 O-
Oh1-istmas Dinner-table l'ollectimts :-

Men's llible - c1ass, Highg-ate Hond 
Baptist Chapel, per ~lr. C. Weight... 2 16 

Servants at Neale Lodge, Upper Nor-
wood ............... 02 

Baptist Chapel, Ibstock, per Pastor 
A. E. Johusou ... ... ... . .. 

St,unps ... . .. 
Per lllr. W. Jeffery ... . .. 

2 9 4 
0 1 6 
0 6 O· 

Baptist Chapel, Coningsby, per Re'~'. 
A. Evan• . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. 1 7 o 

Baptist Chapel, Grantham, per Past,,r 
G. D. Bowler ... ... ... ... 1 10 4 

Park l:lapti t Chapel, l:lrentford, per 
Pastor 'l'. G. Pollard ... ... ... 2 15 o 

Per Mr. E. H. Bartlett ... ... ... O 14 1 
New Brighton Baptist Chapel, per 

Mrs. lllorley ... ... ... ... 2 12 5. 
Baptist Chapel, Aldershot, per Rev. E 

Poole Connor .. . . . . . . . . . . 0 15 0· 
Irwell Terra:ce Baptist Chapel, Be.cup, 

per Pastor T. ll. Field ... .. 1 O O 
Zion Bapti•t Chapel • Y. P. B. C. E., 

Chatham, per Mr. G. T. Poppe ;,. 2 10 O· 
Baptist Chapel, East l)_.1•elLu.m, per · 

Pastor R. Layzell ·;:. ... . .. 8 2 6 
14 4 0 
0 18 0 

Ww.th11m Abbey, per Pastor G. Kilby 
Aylesbury, per Pastor D. Witton .. 
George Street B11ptist 1':he.pel, Ryde, 

per Pw,tor E. Bruce Pearson... ... S 4 6 
Derby Row:! Baptist Chapel, Croydon, 

per Mr. S. J. Clutt.erbuck ·;.. ... 1 4 8 
Lower Tootmg Baptist Chapel, per 

Pastor G. Hunt Rumsey .. . 
Per Mr. W. Wood, H11rlesden .. . 
Tyldesley, per Pastor J .·Lewis.:. . .. 
l>rondesbury Baptist Chapel, per Rev. 

C. W. Vick ... :. .. .. 
Baptilit Chapel, ·Maldon, per• Pastor 

1''.C. Morr'" 

S 7 O· 
I o O· 
l O 4 

8 9 8 

2 16 0 

£2,281 17· O· 

Orphan Boys' Collecting Cards :-Almond·, A., £1 le; Allnatt, W., 2a 0d; • Blakeley, F., £1 As Od: 
Baggaley, J., 10s Jd j Bd.lderston, L., £1 ls; Barton, C., £1 ls; Barnett. R., !Us Id i Boddy, W., £1; 
HrusLOw, i::;,, 6s; Bourne, E, 913; Box:, A.., £l ls; Butcher, F., 18s; Beauchamp, J., ls 3d; Hurton,- A.,. 
ls; Ba.ker,_F., £1 ls; Bradstreet, H., 6s; Broomi. li·,. 4a ld; Barrow, J·., ls; Butler, L., ~s; Boggis, 
A., 14B; Bmgha.m, G., 3s 4d; Baker, G., 10s; vlimdge, G .. 2•; Cracknell, E., 2s· 9d; Cole, J. L., 
£116s; Cooper, B., J4s; Collingwood. F .. l0s 6d; Chapman, D., £1 ls; Cross, W., 4s l0d; Coppin, G., 
118 ld; Coppin, G., 4s i Challis, H., 5s i Channer, F. & li., £1 ls; Daniels, M;, £1 ls; D:ivis, W., 6d; 
Dubeosky, E., 4s i Dawson, S., 2Bi Dci.vis, J., 6s 2d; Doe!, B., £1 0s 6d i lJurrant, H., ISs 6d; ~dwards, 
J.,2s 3d; Everitt, E., h 9d; French, 8., tie; Floyd, T., £1 Is; Field, R., Ss; })'flt-Id, F., 7s 6di 
Goodwin, W., 4s Bd; Gallop, C., 5s; Hockley, F., 10s 6d; Hor<len, L., Ss 6d; Heritage, W., 10.s;. 
Hampton, J., £1 le; Hewitt, W., 5s; Hunt, E., lie 6d; Hopwood, R., 10• 6d; H~lsall, J., £1 Is; 
Haddock, B., £1 la i Harris, F., 5s; Isaac, J., ls 7d; Jones, G., 7e; Johns. J., £t ls. Johnson, C., 
ls od; Kirby, M., lie; Kay, H., £1 3e 6d; King, F., I0s 6d ; Kirkpatrick, W., l0s 6d; Luc"-'!, B., 11s; 
Latter, J., 8s 6d; Levi, V., Bai Lind.are, A., ls; Lee, L., 6s 6d ; Manktelow, P., bs ; Mc.\1.echan, 0., 
7H 6d ; l-1atthia.s, R., 5s; Maakdl, R., 8s 3d; Madder, F., 13s 3d ; Mann, J ., £1 la i • N okcs, 0 ., 8s. J d ;. 
Newbury, J ., l~s; Noble, A., £1 ls; Preston, V., l:.?s 6d i Polly, J., as 8d; Prttt;, J., 6s; Prichal'd, D., 
is; Pullen., F., ls 4d; Pile, C., 5s; l'epler, L., 98; Peek, P., Ge 6d; Platt, A., 4s; Pagt.', J., lls; 
.Pavey, P., 88 tid; Price, M., 3i; 2d i Ro, well, B., 10/j 6d; !tedmill, G., £1 Be 4d; Ryland, A., 2e ld; 
RoUius, O., 4s ;d: Shorteo, B. R., 4s 7d; 8fi-ville, A. & R., £1; Sankey, P., ·£l ls; Sh!:LW, W., 2s. Sd; 
Simmonds, G .. £1; S1.Jeath, F., 5s; Smith, S., 7s 7d; Shinn, A., 15s; Shurley, E., £1 Is; Bhepp1trd, 
G., 8s 1,d; Smith, A., £1 ls: Skelly, J., £1 ls; Tipper, W., 2s 6d; TaffH_, P., 6• 4d; Terry, G., 6s: 
Varney, A., 7s; Voysey, E.,£1 h; Viney, P.,astidj Watson,J., Jus; W1l11tt.ms, E., l4s; Wyal'd, J., 
:tl i,. • Wo ,d1- C .. '..:!o 6d • Wilmot, J., lls. 6d; ,vaod~. W., 6s; Williams. T., lB 6d; \\ralceliug, H., 
Ss; Willia.misdn, A., 7t!.; 

1

1-Va.rberton, C., as; Wa.rd, P, £1 6s; Wooll"rd, E., ls 9d; ,Vright, H., 5s; 
W .. l.ker, 'l'., ll•; Witney,T., lus; Yerbury, H.,48; Y~pp, W., 4s7d; York,E.,7s. Total,£60 13s4d. 

Orphan Girls' Collecting Cards :-Ayling, A., 9s; At1hbourne, -E., 11s 3d; Ayres, E., 2s 6d; Be.rten, 
E., 8s 3d; J;uch, A., ls ~d; Brown, L., le; Ba_nd, C., 5s: .Brooks, L., 2s; Benthall, B., 2s; Br1nt1don. 
A., 5si Haker, G., !0s; Briggs, M., ls; t:rit1pm, M., _£1 ls; Cory C., lb; Cruwford, R., lOs~d: 
Corke, H., ::!s; Clarke, M., 3,.;; Cobb, L., 2s 6d; Cartwright, B., la; Choat, R., f:ir;; C-.,le, A. E., 6s 6d; 
Civil, J ., 10s; Colquhoun, L, 1B 9d; Coombes, I., 7s; Cullen, A., 6s 3d; Day! M., 6s; Day, N.,. 
6s 6d • Dollittle M. ais 8d • Dunl()p, E., 4s .td; Day, M., ht 9d; Dew, E., I0:-1 Sa; DU1·ham, lR lid; 
Enr;o~, E., as fid; 

1

Ebdon
1

, ..\1., ,9.i i FiggiW:11 E., Ha; Friend, M., £1 h1; Fernley, 0,, 4s; Fieliling, 
B., h ad; Field, .M., 28; .Fleetwood, LJ., 2s; Greey, I., £1 Id; G1:1.ter1 E:, 3s ;·Grover, R., £1· ls i-
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(Jouyn, E., 3s 9d; Gouf!, A., Be 9d; Gurteen, E., 5s; Grimes, E., Cs; Geldart, C., 3s 2d; Garden, W., 
5s; Grover, K" 7s 2d; 1::1.yle.n'1, E., £1 ls; Hull, A., 3s; Holland, A., 5:i; Harper, A., ls 6d; Heath, 
K., 2s 6d j Hic_ke, M., ta 6d; Hazelton, D., £L ls i Hodson, F., £1 10s; Hicks, 8., 6d; Hollingworth, 
M., toe Sa; KLmber, R., 2s i Lawrence. C., 2s 7d; Lacey, M., 2s; ~1llet, M., 5s; ~ayell, B., 7s 6d; 
Mudge, M., 6s; Muge, B., 8s 8d i. Myers, K., 5~J ~undy, J., 3s 6d; Moss, F., ls ld; Mitchell, ~-, 
3s; Moorcroft, K., ts 6d; Mount-16eld, J., 8s; .Noma, F., £1 ls; Nutt, M .. 5s 6d; Papworth, E., ,s; 
Puplett, M., ls; Petty, V., 2s l:id; Pla.tt, 0., 4s; Reis, E.,la; Robinson, E., 6s 3d; Smith, C., :£2 ls 9d; 
Sticldand, F., ls lld; Saunders, L., lOs; Benyard, E .. 6s 2d; Spencer, G., 4s j Smart, E., 2s; Scott, 
L., 12s: Ha.dler, M., 7s 4d: Still. M., 8s 7d; Sellars, 0., 2s 6d; Smith, C., 2s; Suffell, _M., .;s .i Sands, 
M., as 6d; 8altmELl'Flh, E., 7s 2d; Tozer, W., £1 0s 8d; Turner, L., 3s; Temple, E., lls: Villars, u., ls6d; 
Wicks, M., 5s; Williams. L., £1 ls; Wiffin, R., 6s 7d; Wyarcl, S., £1 ls; White, M., 6s 2d; 
Wallace, E,, 3s Jd; Worsley, F., 168; Wingtleld, L., 9s8d; Wicka, B., 2s; Wi.1.son, B., lls 4d; 
Woodward, E., 14s. 'l'otal, £87 4s 6d. 

List of Presents from Duember 9th, 1896, to Januarv 14th, 1897,-PaovYSTONS :-1 Sa.ck Flour, Mr . 
.T. Lawman: 20 Ox Hearts, 100 lbs. Beef Suet, 128 lbs. Brisket, Mr. Stephen West; 5 cwt. Jam, 
Messrs. S. Chivers and Sons; l cwt. ,. Eureka'' Flour, Mr. W. A. Coombs; 4 baga Greens 4 bags 
Par~nips, 2 bags Potatoes, Mr. J. Norkett; 2 Fruit Trees, Mes.i;;rs. A. J. and C. Allen; 1 case Oranges, 
Mr. Gatward; I½ case Oranges and 50 Christmas' 'ards, Mr. E. Newman: 1 box Butterscotch, ~Ir,. E. 
Pullen; 3 boxes Va.lenci.as, 2 hoxeo Currants, 42 lbs. Sugar, 14 lbs. mixed Peel, Mr. J. T. Daintree; 
4 bags Potatoes, Mr. H. Steed; I New Zealand Sheep, Sir A. Seale Haslam; 1 case Oranges, )Ir. 
Wm Taylor; ~ sack Flour, Mr. C. P. Clover; 3 casks broken Biscuits, He.,.rs. Huntley and Palmer; 
2 barrels Apples, Mr. S 'Perry; 1 case Oranges, 1 oack Flour, Mr. W. Medcalf; !I sack Flour, Mr. J. 
Clifton; I Pig (weighing 105 lbs.), Mr. T. S. Price; 2 dozen boxes Cooaqu•,s, 1 cwt. mixed Sweets, 
Mr. James Pascall i 2 boxes Imperial Plums, 1 case Oran!?'e~, Mr. Frederick. Fisher; 15 bushels 
Brussels Sprouts, Mr. Wm. Vinson; 2 sacks Flour, Messrs. Owen Clover and Son; I case Oranges, 
Mr. W. Paxman; 44. lbs. Beef, Mr. T. Round; 1 box Lugga~e, 8~ lbs. Bacon, a quantity of 8weets, 
Mrs. Batt.; 28 lbs. Sweets, Mrs. S. Holder; 224 lbs. Rice. Mr. J. L. Potier; 5~ Porlc Pies, Mr. J. T 
Crosher; I Cake and i. few Scraps, Mrs. E. Plush: 10 Rabbits, Mr. Samuel Barrow; a quantity 
Pastry and Cake•, Mr. Jno. Law; 25 que.rterns Bread, Mr. Burr; 2 Turkeyo, Mrs. J. Stoppard; 
145 lbs. Beef, Mr. George Haggar; 8 quarterns Bread, Mr. R. Hearn; 2 cases Oranges, the 
Mayoress of Croydon ; 2 cwt. Cake, Messrs. Peek, Frean and Co. 

Bovs' CL0TR1NO :-1 Jacket, Mrs. S. Street; 6 pairs knitted Rocks, Mrs. E. Hogg; 1<& Shirts, ::\fr. 
T. Cross; 12 Shirts, 8 pillow Slips, Mrs. Wilkiuson; 2!, A1:t1cle~. :.\Iiss ~unter; l Jacket, 3 p:t1rs 
·Socks, Miss Meares; 2 Articles, The Ladies' Working Meetmg :\letropolltan Tabernacle. per ;\li,::.s 
Higgs; 16 Articles, the South ~treet Hapt·st Chapel Dorcas bociety, Greenwich, per llrs. Cha.:·les 
Spurgeon; 6 Articles, Mr. Appleton; 3 knitted Scarfs, 3 pairs lrnitted Socks, Mrs. J. W"hite; 1 clnzea. 
pairs knitted Socks, ?tfrs. Lexter; I .A.i·ticle, Miss Co\\ h~1 d; 1 parcel Clothing, 1t-Irs. J ao. 
Robinson; 8 Articles, Mro. D. T. Corke ; 11 Articles, Mrs. Sheil; 1 Vest, 0. W. ; 119 yard.a 
Clo~b, Messrs. Henry Fisher; ~ Sbil'ts, ~Jr.W. Goodman; l pa_ir Tro1:1sers1Mrs. Wilmsburst; 4 Bow~, 

·6 Ties, Mrs. Boyle; 4 ce.ps. 1111. Bows, l\ir. A. H. Manvell j 1 Article, Miss A . .\Iackenzie; 5 Articles the 
Uckfleld Baptist Chapel Young People's Society of Christie.n Endeavour, per Rev. H. Gardner. ' 

G1aLs' CLOTHISG :-4 Scarves, Anon; 27 Articles, Mrs. ,vilson; 5 Articles, Miss Hunter• S8 
Articles, the Brighton Road llaptist Chap•!, South Croydon, per Mi•• B. A. Pollard; ~O y,(rd.a 
Flannel, Miss Hulbert; fi Articles. Miss E. \Vtck:3; 39 Art1eles, the Ladies' Working :\l,•f'ting, Metro
politan Tabernacle, per Miss liig:!'s ; 67 Articles the ::--iouth Street Baptist Chapel Dorcas Societ\· 
Greenwich, per M._rs. Charles Spur~eon; 44 Articles, Mr. Appleton; 1 pair Sto1..kings. llis:J G. L~ 
Gunner; 3 pairs Hose. 3¼ yards Shirting, 3 yards Holl ,ucl, 6 yards red Flannel, 6 yards 
Flonnelette, 13 yards Print, 12 yards Calico, 2 wool Wraps, etc .. Miss M. Corb,n· 16 
Articles, Miss Cocksbaw; 7 Article~, !\Iiss S. Briggs; 6 Artic1esJ l\irs. Howard; 87 Articfes.' the 
West Croydon Boptist Chapel Young Women's Biule-class, per Miss Cbandler: 110 Garments ( or 
Sale Room), Miss Higgs; 10 p~irs Stockings, Mrs. Gregory; 27 Article•. Abbey Road Chapel Bible
class Spare }foment Society, per Mis:1 Butler; 24 Articles, Miss M. Gardner; 69 Garments the 
Working Meeting, Baptist Chapel, Newbrid~e, per Miss Daniell; ~8 Articles, Miss Cowbe,:d • 6 
Articles, Miss Corke; 70 Garments, Fleet Baptist Cbo<pel Working Soo1ety, per Mrs. Aylett • 'is 
Articles, Mrs. Sheil; 6 pairs Stockings, l\irs. Casburn; 5 Article~, Mrs. R. Oakley; 20 Arti~les, 
Camp~bome DorcRB Society, per Mi:Js E. Musk; H Articles, Mrs. R~tching; 8 Articles, Mrs. C. Smith• 
10 A..rt1cles, the Uckfleld Baptist Chapel Youn~ People's Society of Christian Endeavour, per Rev. n'. 
Gar_dner; 4~ yards FlduneleUe, Mrs. E. J. Mutton; 4s Garments, the Cheam Btiptist Workin.;
Soc1ety, per Mrs. E. Cox; 6 Pinafores, for No. 6 girlA, 1\Irs. Moss; 17 Articles, Mi::1s Passmore· 2 
A1·ticles, a New Year's offering from a. reader of the &word and Trowel; 6 Articles, 'Miss M. Robt::rt~ • 
3 Articl~s, Mis!i A. Mackenzie; 8 Articles, East Finchley Baptist Chapel, per Pastor J. J. Bristow; 
145 Articles (Girls' and lloys'), the Rea.ding Young Ladies' Working Party, per Mrs. Jas. Witbers. 

GEN_ERAL,-, Scrap Books, Miss Poole; 6 Dolls, Miss N. Chea\; 3 doz. Balls, Miss Hulbert; a 
quan~1ty Books _und Magazmes, Rev. Chas. Bullock; e. qut1ntity Books. ~Ie.gazines, &c., A. L.B.; 
WO tmted Pa.clung Paper::11 Mes~rs. \Vayre aud Son; 1 vol. euch lloys' and Girls' Owu Pu.per 1 
Book of Poems, Mrs. J. L. Pring; t p~tcket Chrbtmas Cards, Mrs. Mit.cbell ; 1 pA.cket Christw'as 
Cards, from l'arnard Castle: 5 Dolls, l Quilt, Mrs. Wilmshurst; I cwt. Blacking, Messrs. , arr aud 
Ron; a. quantity ~Iaga.;dnes, &c., the Drummond Tract Society, Stirling, N.B.; 1 load FirL'Wood, 
1\Iess.rs. Jonas Smith aucl -~on; 1 box Ble.cklead, l\ir. E. E. Sh,uman; e. quantity Christmas Cards, 
Messrs. J. C. Ax ten• uud Co.; l gold Brooch, .Mrs. C. Hayes; 1 pa.ir silver Serviette Hiugs, Mr. 
H.J. Hall. 
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<!l,olp ortage isrnodatiott. 
St,rt,,nent of Receipts f,·om .December 8th, 1896, to January 14th, 1897, 

£~L £LL 
.St111.i:c1·iprim1s and Donntion.~.for D1"stricts:- 8ubrcrip«iofl..! and Donation, to th• 
Hereford, per Mr. SRmuel Ward 11 6 0 Ge11.e1·al Fund:-
Sou,hampton, per Mr. R. Beok ... 11 6 0 Grant from President's Birthday Fund 10 0 0 
Dorking. per Mr. A. Chabot ... 15 0 0 The lllisses l{irtley . . . .. . • .. 2 0 0 
DeYonport, per Mr. W. Hawkes c: 11 6 0 Mrs. Raybould ... ... ... 0 10 0 
Friends at Ma.ldon, per Pa.stor Collection at ·Withington Baptist 

Gooding ... .. ... ... 3 15 0 Chapel. per Pa.stor C. Payne ... . .. 0 8 8 
Home Counties Baptist Assooi&tion ... 20 0 0 Mr. W. Be.relay ... ... 0 1 8 
Worcestershire Colportage local com- Mrs. Ere... ... ... O 10 6 

mittee 7 10 0 30 0 0 
Suffolk Con~tio"na.1 U,:,ion ::: 

A frien , per Mr. E. Ives ... . .. 

:;: 10 0 0 Friends' collection at Little Bethel 
Great Tothe.m, per Pastor H. Chapel, Minster ... 1 3 0 

Harvey .. ... ... -~- ... 10 0 0 11£r. E. Priestley's shop f~;,d 0 8 0 
Estover, per Mr. H. 0. Se!)jll... . .. 10 0 0 Mr. R. Bre.ztl ... . .. 1 0 0 
Axhrid1?e, per Mr. Charles urcham ... 5 6 0 Mr. E. Harker 0 10 0 
Ironbridge,perMrs. G. Maw ... 10 0 0 

.Annual Subscription,:-Thornbury, per Mrs. S. Taylor ... 7 10 0 
Melksham, per Mrs. H. Keevil... . .. 11 6 0 l\Ieasra Cassell and Co. 2 2 0 
Catford and Forest Hill, per Mr. J. G. Mr. F. Fishwick 2 2 0 

Priestley ... .. ... . .. 6 0 0 Mr. W. Ge.le 0 6 0 
Langley Moor, per Mr. J. Raw ... 11 6 0 M.H. B.S .... 0 10 0 
Corton. per Mr. Thomas Harris 11 5 0 Mr. J. Passmore 2 2 0 
Fritb~m, per Mr. R. W. S. Gri.ffith 11 6 0 Mrs. Ann Baker 5 0 0 
Sellmdge. per Mr. T. Sharwood 3 JO 0 Mr. Joseph Spiers::: 0 10 0 
Eastcb urch1 per u H " for :Sbeppey 45 0 0 Pastor J. Spurgeon, D.n:·· 0 10 6 
Green w-ich, per Pastor C. Spurgeon 10 0 0 Mr. H. Higbed 0 6 0 

£2H 6 0 £59 18 0 -----

jastors' Qlolltge joddJl oJ ®vangtlfats. 
Statement of Receipts from .December 7th, 1896, to January 15th, 1897. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
A, B., Glasgow ... •.• o 4 6 
Thankoffering for Mr. J. M. F<mith's 

"For Jesus' sake'' per Mrs. C. H. 
Spurgeon... ' O 2 e 

services at Sheffield, per Mr. F. Ball 9 0 0 
Tha.nkoffering- for Mr. J. M. Smith's 

services at Cottenham... 2 2 0 
,m 9 o 

j~urgeon's Jund for ®entral ffl:st in tltt 
J!ortl' 5 <@lorn. 

Statement of Receipts from .December 8th, 1896, to January 14th, 1897. 

:Mr. H. T. Bath 
Mr. S. Hares 
M. and M. Christie 
Mrs. McConnell 
A friend 
Mro. Lloyd 
J etisie Taylor 
Mi•• Kice ... 
ll1r•. ltuss 
'"H.O.N." ... 
A. S., Glasgow 
Mrs. E Davis 
M.L .... 
Mrs. Ker8baW .. 
Mis, A. K. Rintoul 
Mr. H. H igbed 

£ s. d. 
6 0 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 
O 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
J O 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 JO 0 
0 6 0 
l l 0 
O 10 0 
0 6 0 

Dr. Eccles •.. .., 
Mrs. Cunningham .. . 
Mr. R. Astley .. . 
A friend from Bedford 
"Phebe" 
H.B... . .. 
Mrs. Munro... ... ... ... . .. 
In loving memory of a dear sister, A.R. 
F.G. ... . ... 

For translations of sermons:-
M. N ...... . 
Mrs. Evans... .., 
Mrs. I!'. G. Smart ... 

£ s. d. 
0 7 6 
0 4 0 
0 2 6 
6 0 0 
0 6 0 
l O O 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 14 0 

1 0 0 
O 6 0 
6 2 0 

£27 17 6 
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~tufah ~exhilt-on- ~ea. 
Statement of lleceipta from December 8th, 1896, to January 14th, 1897. 

Amount prevfo11Hly acknowledged 
Mr. W. Moir 
W,P. ... .. . 
Mr. McCauslund .. . 
W.J,'. 
Mrs. Jeffery... ... ... 
lllrs. Williams and friend 
Leamington ... 
Mrs. Chapman 
A.H. .. . 
Miss Gibson .. . 
Mrs.Dew .. . 
Mr. C. W. Bull 
Mr. E I. Clark 
Mrs. Ellwood 
Mr. T. G. Owens 
Mr. and Mrs. Proctor ... 
The Lord's tenth, from a boy 
Mrs. Lander 
!Vlra. Wm. Curtis 
"Croydon" 
Mi•• Long ... 
:Mrs. Summers 
Mi~s Dransfleld 
Mrs. HewaL .. . 
Mrs. Davis .. . 
Mrs. F. 0. Buckmaster ... 
Postal order, from Pewsey 
Ada ... .. ... .. . 
Per Miss Gracie Perry .. . 
Pastor G. A. Miller 

£ •· d. 
1,234 18 10 

1 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 12 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
~ 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 O 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 O 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
0 I 6 

~!~;.~rrb~e~·nop 
0

& So~· (pa~t leg;;i 

0 10 0 
0 10 0 

expenses)... ... ... . .. 
S. S. (lor balance of legal expenses) ... 
"Anonymous " 
A. ... ... ... .. . 
Mr. Burroughs and son .. . 
Miss Stocks 
Mr. C. Carter 
"Steyne" ... 
Mrs. Strngnell 

14 0 0 
35 7 3 
50 0 0 

f> 1 6 
0 7 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

E.T.... .. . 
lVIra. Mason .. . 
Mr. W. N. Finlayson 
Ml"S. Vears ... 
Mi!'ls Bevan... ... . .. 

Per Pa.,tor J. S. Hockey:-
A widow's mite O 0 
Mrs. Tozn ... 5 0 0 
Mr. F. 'faperell 1 11 6 
A Poplar friend u 10 0 
Mr. James W:,att O 10 0 
Dr. van Someren 1 o 0 
V. D M. o 10 0 
Mrs. Norton ... 1 0 0 
Mr. R. Sort well 1 I 0 
Mrs. Pelt. 1 0 0 

Receipts for the larger Ohrzpel Building 
Fund to Janua1·y 14th, 1897 :-

£ •· d. 
0 7 0 
I O 0 
0 , 8 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

12 3 6 

J. W. H. 10 0 0 
E. H T. ... ... ... ... ... O O 
Freewill offerings a.t opening of ~fohool-

Chapel, December 30th, 1896... ... 12 13 4 
Mr. W. Hiley ... 10 O O 
Mr. F. W. N. Lloyd to 1,1 o 
A ... ... ... ... 35 3 0 
Mr. and Mrs. James Stiff i l 0 
"A tenth from the Bw,h" o 12 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett 2 0 O 
"St. John's Ilill "... 1 0 0 
111 iss Jane Stewart... 0 10 O 
"Not too late," S. D. 1 0 0 
Miss Hodges 1 0 O 
Mr. J. Tebby ... 0 8 6 
A friend, per Miss Rhodes O 10 O 
Mrs. l\lcOutfog and friends O 8 O 
Mrs. Medway 1 0 0 
Freewill otferings at S~hool-C!iap~i; 

J anua.ry 3rd, lo97 3 15 9 

£1,1S2 13 2 

Pastor Charles Spurgeon 1<ratefully acknowledges the receipt of the following contributions, from 
Dec. 8, 1896, to Jan. 14, 1897, towards the expenses of the Text Union :-A poor widow, 6d; Olive 
Collins, ls; David Wall, ls; Mrs. H.idgnell, 2s 6d; Job Hooper, 2d; Miss Walcrort, 3d; Miss Janet 
Wood, 6~; Miss J. Berger, 6d: Miss Wright, ts; Mrs. Paw-;on, 2s; Mis~ Hab;!rdhon, is; Agnes 
Barris, ls; Miss Watson, 2s; Henry Payne, 5•; Margaret Weir, 6d; Christina. ll. Kay, ad; A. W. 
Morley, Is; Miss Platt, ls; L. Rugg, 2s 6d; Frances Axe, ls; ~Irs. A. M. Wllliam3, ls 6d; R. Mackness 
10d; S. J. Sturges, 6d; E. Ayris, ls; , Peter Fordyce, ls; Mrs. C. Ha.rt, 9d ; Mrs. C. Aldred. 2d; :.1-Irs. 
J. Batts, 6d: Miss S. Batts, la; Mr. W. lhtts, !.; ; Mr;. Dundas, Is; ll!rs. Leslie, .;.; : ~Liss Alice 
Steedman, 6d; Mrs. Amar, Ls; ,Jame3 Asten, 2s 6d; 1\lr. Ricbard Ha.ll, ls; Mrs. Steedman, 3s; Ro::ie 
F. Hill, ls; M. Willia.ms, le; Miss Annie Brown, 3s; Emily h .. legg, ls; Alex:. Wrigbt, iSi Hr. ,v. 
Webber, Sa; Miss L. Smith, 2s; H.J. Chubb, ls; Emily Hamerton, ls; S. Taylor, ls; )lrs. Wilmvt, 
2s6d; Mr. W. Mu!ldy. ls; Mrs L. Mundy, ls; W. :\Iundy. jun .. 6d; Miss E 11th ~Iundy, 6d; D. H. 
Moore, 2s; Mr. Whitehead, 2s 6d; l\fis-i A. o~ath, ls; Arthur Eaton. juo.., 2s 6d; Mr. J. H. Plt1nt, 2s i 
A. Oxley, Is; Miss C. Fullerton, :?s; E. Fi<lge, 2s 6d; l\IL:Js Ada Rhymes, ls; l\Iis'iJ. Uc Connell, js; 
Mr. Ja.mes Lynn, 4d i Miss Cooper, ls; Miss J. England, ls; .Mrs. England, ls; Mrs. E. Frei:ston, ls; 
E. Fidge, ta 6d; Miss Cooper, le; Misses E. and J. McConnell, 5s, Miss A. M. Jackson, 3cl, Mrs. 
R. Stone, 3d; M.A. Todd, 'ls 6d; Miss J. Brinckm1.n, ls; Jessie Oolquhoun, 2s; h Ambl..,side!' ls; 
E. Chiun, ls; Miss S. G. Davison. la ijd; Miss M. Strugnell, 6d; Mia. E. H. Welsh. 6d; Mr. H. F. 
Strugnell, l,d, Henry Dicks, 9d: Miss J. Brinckman, h; G. W. Scutt, ls; Mr. Buzzing, Is; :\Ir. 
Samuel Pearce, 2s 6d; M.A. Cockshaw. ls; W. Scutt, ls; Aggie Eddie, ls; l\Iiss Hotten, 6d; :\Iiss 
Maggie A . .\lorr1s, 2s; "A friend,'' 2s 6d; Mrs. Ba.ii, 3s; Frances M. Brennan, ls; '.\lls;,:;. Amy Adams, 
ls; Florrie Beau, ls i B. Roberts, Sd i l\Irs. Rainbott, sen., Is; Mr. G \V. Saunders, ls~ ~Ii:ss 
J1:1.mct1, 2s; Mrs. Peo.rce, te, Miises Thomas, ls; John B. Robel'tson, t,s; Miss E. Pritchard, ls; ::\Ir. 
A •. J. Da.vis, 6d; A. e.nd E. 

1

Bayter, 6d; J.E. 'fombyn, ls; Miss E. Allen, ls; Mrs. A. J. D~vi-11 6J; 
Miss _S. Hughes, 2s 6d; MieA 8. Hishop. Is; l\Iiss Ellen Jones, 2s; J. E. Jones. 2s; H. J\.I. ~h!••.-.;, ls; 
Harriett Carpenter, ls; :Miss Sltillen, 3s; l\Irs. Battersbee, le 6d; Mrs. Allen, 1~; S. Hartling, ls; 
A. E. \ViugHeld, ls; l\Iiss Harnett., 6d; Mr~. Smith, 5s; l\Irs. Bridge, 2s 6d; Miss Davidson, I'd: Mrs. 
F. A. Bnr1·a-~, ls; W. Drake, 2s Gd 1 Florence 'l'r~w, 2s; Mi:-:s l\I. StL'phen~mn, 6d; :\lr~. R. \V<.1ll, ls; 
A. Jiurke, fo; i ~iss l\1ortimer, ls; .Mrs. Chilma.n, ls; M..ra. E. L. Payue, ls; Mr. u.u<l. )h~ Franks, 9d; 
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~ti~~ E: s. Florey. h; ~rs. Catherine C~opcr, 3~: Mt~. J. DurRnt, lSs i MiM M.A. Shee.th, h: Mn, 
l :.trtwn~bt, :ts; W, R1tens. 4s; A. V1n,Y'nt. ls 6d; L. H.atlfol'd, Od; Albert Perkins, ls; Mrs, 
¥iI_n0, ls 6d; R. A. Ben-yman1 ls; ~fis.:.p-. '\\rat~on Rnd Cousta.ble, 8d • !'.lies R. Daniell, 1B; Miss S. J. 
~m~t-h, 3~; T. Leone.rd Bott., ls; \\ ... ~oward, 4s 6d; rt.fr. Cross, h; Rehecca ,vood, 2s6d i James Monk, 
Ii;; od: 1'I1ss 1.1 Hart, 2s 6cl ; Mrs. F1t7.gl'nld, h; Mrs. E. Niµ-htingA.le, 2s; Mr. ana Mre. Rogers, 
2f- t-d; C. NewmR.n, ls; 'Miss H. CmT. 6d; Mn. P!·itcharn, 2s6d; ThomR~ Moore, 5s i l\lrs. F. B1·ennan, 
ls; Ro~e A;_ F._ Godfrey, 10s; :\frs. Vesey, 6d; l\ir~ . .J. Day, ls; Susie ,vilding, ls; ,vnlinm Wilding, 
h; '.\In-." 1ld1..n)l', 11:.-: James Frit>wi. sea., :.?s. 6d; Annie ~in<'l1tir, l9; L. J. \V., Chisw1ck, ls i l\.lrs. 
Millar. 2s fid; friend, ls; J Llewellyn, Gd; 1\[rs. F. l\{. Cole, l~i G1>rtie Silvey, .?s; Mrs. B. A. F. 
lloldt>n, ls; l\lrs. A. E. Ge,·oy, ls; Mr .. Tohn Mcrfrpgor, ls; Elizn.beth Do.yment, 2s 6d; Alfred 
Ht>llcha.mbPn-, 4d; T. F. Branham, ls; ., Friends.'' \Vyml~swold, 8s; Ja.mes Ayhng, ls 2d; Miss C. 
~ars, ls; Dma.h RiddlP, '2s; :\hss C'ollins, -ls; Nellie Wilkint\ 6d; Miss Ethel ~tason, 6d; Mrs. 
\\ alker, 2s 6d ; Arthur H&tten, 1~; hiiss FA.ith, ls; l\fr. A. Cren.l, 3s; Jessie Stcw;ut, ls; William 
I:ambert... Ss; E. F. Gtbson, ls; Mrs. McGregor and Airs. James, 2s; 11-lrs. Cornwell, 2s 6d; Miss 
\ 1ckers, :ls 6d; Mr. John H. H:ttTi~, ls; !\fr. 0. L. Beveridge, ls; Mr. James Kerna.ghan, ls 6d: !\Hss 
"Barnett., Sd; l\iiss Goodch1ld1 2s; Mary Knight, 2s; ?tlrs. Scutt, 2s; Sidney Richard Jame~. 6d j Mrs. 
E. Bowen. 5::,; Mrs. \\~ebber, 2s Gd; :!\Ira. E. ".'.lyc-rs, 2s 6d i :Miss L. Bruce. ls· l\liss C. E. Wright, 6d; 
Alf: Jas. Nazer, 2~; John Hudd. lS; Jilns. Bon~e, 10d; Jili~s h.files, ls; Mr. John 8. Russell, ls; Mr. 
J. ~ty~all, ls; ~lit'S I\lay Tarlor, ls; .James C. Beechy. 6d; N. and A. Allen, 6d; Mrs. Allen, ls: 
Alf. Allen_, sen .. ls.; Mis~ Clark, ls; a. friend, 6s; H. Fenner, ls; Miss Griggs, 2Si J. H. Osborn, 6d; 
J.B. Garlick, 6d; John Vo$S, 6d; Miss Nellie Voss, fid; Miss Emily Cubitt, ls; Mrs. E. Merrett, ls; 
F. W. Si~gl'e. 6d; 0 M..C., 1

' 2s 6d; ~larga.ret Barlow, 5s.; u .B.B.,,, 6s; R. C. Latham and others, 
10s; a friend, 6d; lirs. Wm. Bin~ha.m, 2s 6d; Emily ltray, 2s; M.A. Tanner, ls 6d; Alice Weller, 
'2s; the .\laycock family, 2s 6d; :Mrs. Bailey, ls; Pastor \V'. Bonser, 2a 6d; 1\fiss R. Stevenson, ls; 
E. Cro:::-:sley, ls; Mr. Harvie, ls; Mrs. E. Male, 6d ;_ Miss Bol~on, ls; Mrs. Summers, ls; E . .Beato~, 
ls; Jolin Douglas, .ls; Mr. and Mrs. Wa.lk.er. 2s; ~Iaud Elhott, 6s; Mary Pearson, ls; G. Harru, 
2s; Mrs. T. E. Peakme.n. 2s 6d ; Mrs. Draper, 6d; Mrs. F. Buckme.eter, 2s Gd; Miss Jane Dougle.a, 
5s; Mrs. ~ummers, ls; Mrs. Scarlet, ls; Aug. Davis. 6d; M. Glennie, ls; Wm .. Fleming, ls; Mrs. 
and Miss Henderson, ••; Mi"" D. Ha.le, 2s 6d; Robt. Ce.mpbell, le; Mrs. Marriott. Rd; M. F. and 
)Iiss Sn1:ll, 6d; Pastor John Dymock, ls; Maud Coaker, 9d; Alice M. Watson, ls; Mrs. Smeed, ls; 
'.i\Ir. Rout, ls; l\Ia.ry Webb, ls; H. Bleasdo.le, 3s; M. A. Shepperd, le; lllrs. Kershaw, £1; Alf. 
Smithers, ls ; Miss Ruth Mansell, 6d ; Edith Hammerton, ls ; James Currie, ls 6d; Miss A. 
lllcGhee, 4d; R. Pearce, 6d; H. Bell, ls 6d ;_ Gile• Ayla.nd. 6d ;__ Mrs. Norman, 9d; Mr. J. Mayers, 
4d; llis. W. Chandler, sen., ls; Mrs. Tibbey, 6d; Mrs . .Hasbe.m, ls; 1'1rs. P. Thorpe, 3d; 
.A.. Hammond. ls; Wm. Catlow, ls; Wm. Channell, ls 9d; Mr. Alf. Smithers, ls; Miss Ill. Milroy, 
5s i Mr::;. Porteous, 3s; l1iss Em.ma Stonebridge, ls; Mias M. J. Tillotson, ls; Mrs. Batts, ls; Mrs. 
D. Harrison. ts 6d; A. Durham, ls; Miss E. H. Smith, ls 6d ; Miss Exall, 6d; Miss Violet Exall, 
tid; a fr1end, 2s; Mrs. Hills, 6s; Mrs. Hunt, ls; Miss A. Ellis. ls 6d; S. Gayer, ls; E. Bowes, 
ls ; Miss M. E. Fletcher, ls ; E. t;toddard, ls 6d ; Ella Stoddard, 6d ; Edward Adkins, ls; Mrs. 
Rowell. ls; A. P. Moore, 6d; Mrs . .Andrews, 5s; Miss Minnie Andrews, 2s 6d; Miss Dora. 
Andrel\"s.2s 6d; T. H-mming, ls; Miss Flett, 3s; Mr. and Mrs. Oxley, ls; Miss Channings, 2s; 
:?.liss L. Wootten, ls ; Mrs. CoIL,table, 2d ; Misses Gilloch, 2s 6d; Mr. Stockall, 5s; Albert Green, ls; 
!JLSs Culhun, 2:s 6d; Miss Winters, 2s; Mrs. Brotherhood, lsi H. 'l'horne, ls; Mr. Walsbam, ls; 
.Miss A. Y. Cook, 3s; Mary Tickner, 2s; Mrs. M. Gardiner, ls; Miss A. E. Gardiner, ls; Mr. and 
)In;. Staines, 6s; Chas. PB.ol7fam, 6d; James Evans, 6d; Mrs. Eve.n1:1, 6d";·Mrs. E. M. Green, ls; 
Arthur Palm.er, ls; :Mary .Itri.end, ls; ".Marguerite," ls; John Green, 6s; Mrs. Thome.son, 2s; 
Mrs. Jackman, 6d; Mrs. Gray, 9d; Nurse Robins, ls; Miss Hallett, le; Bla.nche Lowe, le 6d; 
1". Holmes, ~s ; Mrs . .Fish, 9d ; Alb. Green, ls ; (Jre.ce Crouch·, 2s i ·Miss· Morris. 2s; John 
•ouse, ls; Mrs. R. Murray, lsi Miss :M. H. Davidson, la; Mrs. J. Davidson, ls; Miss Weeks, 6~; 
E. ,1 ones, 2s i Pastor Frank Smith, 2s 6d; Mrs. Bass, ls; .Ada Parker, ls ; Alex. Scott. 10d; Emily 
Bell. od; :Miss Hickey, ls; Miss E. :U. Burr. l•; M.A. Reynolds, le; Alice M. Acw_orth, ls; Mrs. 
Mti.pletb.orpe, 2s: \\rm. Harvie, 6d; ~1ary Harvie, 6d; Mrs. NaISh, ls; E. Bedford, lBj L1zz1e Hayward, 
2s; Pa,;tor T. E. T1tmUB•, 2s; J. Chisholm, 2s; S. T. Knight, ls; Miss E Gurr, ls; Marie Jeffreys, 
lOs.-Total, £31 IOs 2d. 

F,·iend• sending present, to the Orphanage are earnestly requested to let their nam_es or 
initials acco,,ipany the same, or we cannot property acknowledge the~; and also to write t_o 
Pastor J. A. Spurgeon, Campbelton, White Horse Road, Croydon, if,no acknowtedgment •: 
aeni within a week. Alt parcel• ahould be addreased to ths Treasurer, Spu1·geons 
Urphan Home, Stockwell Orpil,anage, Clapham .Roa,d, London. 

Special Notiee.-It ia earnestly requested that all donatwn, for the Stockwell 01-phanage 
be addressed to the 1\·easurer, fipurgeons' Orphan Home, Stockwell Orp_ha_nage, Clapham 
Road London. Donat ions for the Pastors' College, the Pastora' College M,saionary .Associa• 
tion, tht Cotportrige Association. and the Pastora' College Evangelists, ahoutdbe addressed to the 
&crttary Met,·opolitan Tabernacle, London. Cheques, money orders, \fc., should be crossed1 
and "'ad; payab/,e to t/i,e Treasurer of the College, Orphanage, Colportage, or other wor1' 
desi1·.d to be assuted. 

Contributions" For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Foreign Translatwns of C. H. 
Spurgwn'a Sermons ar.d for Beulah Baptist Chapel, Bezhill-on-Sea, should be sent to Mra. 
G. H. ,~purgeon, " Westwood," Beulah Hitt, Upper }{orwood. 
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0, H. SPURGEON1!i"' IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUD.ENTS' QUESTIONS. 
'. 

• ( Conti'nued from page 5 4.) 
" ' ; I • ' • t • • • I ' - -

I TUD~~'l'.'S QUESTION . ....:...JJ the redemptfre work of Christ 
.i's : n_o~ : __ equally _avai'lable for all men, can ice • ho11t'stly o.Jf~r. 

• • salva(i_on to them ? _ · 

MR . . 8-Ptrn~EON's ANBWER,-'-It is not our business to 
. "offer salvation" _to ·anyone, but to carry out the great 

commission given by our Lord Jesus Christ : "Go ye into all the 
8 
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world, and preach the gospel to every creature;" and the very next 
,erse explains what that gospel is: "He that believeth end is 
baptized shall be sa,ed; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 
From other passages we know that whosoever believeth in the Lord 
Jesus C'hrist shall be saved. God has very plainly revealed to men in 
His 1Vord what the way of salvation is, and He has made it perfectly 
clear that the atoning sacrifice offered by His dear Son on Calvary is 
avaiiable for everyone who believes in Christ. 

Q.-l.f a man be lost, was it not impossible, according to Particular 
Redemption i-iews, for him to be saved ? 

A .-Ye11, according to Predestinarian views, that impossibility 
exists. I cannot explain everything I meet with in the Word of God 
but these are facts,-every man living, to whom the gospel comes, if 
he believes it, and trusts in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, shall be 
sa,ed; and every man living, if he does not believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, shall be lost. His responsibility depends upon his 
believing or not believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. You may think 
over this subject as long as you like, but there will still be difficulties 
which you cannot solve; we do not know and we cannot know all that 
is in the infinite mind of God, and we must be content with what He 
has revealed to us in His Word. But I do see in the gospel a sincere 
promise to every man who hears that gospel that, if he believes it, if 
he trusts to the Saviour who is made known by the gospel, he shall be 
saved. "God so loved the world,"-just so much and no more, and 
no less,-" that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Brethren, that is the truth that I hold, and I go and preach it to 
every man without the slightest mental reservation; yet I believe 
that, in the Lamb's Book of Life which will one day be opened, there 
are written the names of all those whom God foresaw, foreknew, and 
foreordained unto eternal life, and that only for those who believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ was His substitution offered. It does not 
become, to its full extent, a substitution for any man until-like the 
offerer of old who brought his sacrifice to the priest, and laid his 
hands upon its head,-he appropriates it to himself by his personal 
faith. Andrew Fuller used to say that the atonement of Christ was 
in.finite in i-alue, though specific in the JJivine design, and I agree with 
him; I cannot conceive either of the atonement being limited in value, 
or of its failing to accomplish Christ's specific design in making it. 

Q.- WJ1at i's your view about the term "eternal life " .'I 

A.-I do not think that "eternal life" means merely eternal 
existence; nor do I believe that existence and life are the same thing, 
any more than I believe that death and annihilation are the same 
thing. I believe that a person may exist in perpetual death, and that 
he may not really be living at all and yet be continually existing. 
In that familiar passage in John iii. 36, '' He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
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see lifo ; but the wrath of God abideth on him," there is no notion of 
mere existence in the word life, otherwise the whole passao-e would 
become meaningless. I never confuse the idea of existence ~ith that 
of life, but many do, even among those whom one might expect to 
know better. A tree has a measure of life, an animal has another 
measure of life, a man has a still higher measure of life, and God has 
a yet higher measure of lifE>, even that eternal life which He has 
given to all who believe on His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Ruskin came to see me one day, many years ago, and amongst 
other things he said that the apostle Paul was a liar, and that I was a 
fool! "Well," I replied, "let us keep the two things separate; so, 
first of all, tell me how you can prove that the apostle Paul was a 
liar.'' "He was no g~ntleman, and he was a liar, too," answered :Mr. 
Ruskin. "Oh, indeed! " I rejoined, "how do you make that out?" 
" Well, there was a Jewish gentleman came to him, one day, and 
asked him a polite question, 'How are the dead raised up, and with 
what body do they come?' (I Corinthians xv. 35.) Paul began by 
saying to him, 'Thou fool,'-which proved that the apostle was no 
gentleman; and then he continued, 'That which thou sowest is not 
quickened, except it die,'-which was a lie." "No," I answered, "it 
was not a lie; Paul was speaking the truth." "How do you prove 
that?" asked Mr. Ruskin. "Why," I replied, "very easily .. What 
is death? Death is the resolution into its original elements of any 
compound substance which possessed life." Mr. Ruskin said, "That 
is the most extraordinary definition of death that I ever heard, but it 
is true." "Yes," I replied, "it is true; and that is what happens to 
the seed when it dies, it is resolved into its original elements, and the 
living germ which is within it becomes the centre and source of the 
new life that springs from it." 

"Then," asked Mr. Ruskin, "what do you mean when you talk of 
the death of the soul?" "I mean," I replied, "the separation of the 
soul from God; it was originally with God, and when it is separated 
from Him it dies to God, that is its death, but that death is not non
existence. The separation of the soul from the body is the separation 
of that which quickened it from itself, and it falls back into its original 
condition." "Well," said Mr. Ruskin, "you have proved that Paul 
spoke the truth, but you have not proved him to be a gentleman." 
"At all events," I answered, " the apostle was as much a gentleman 
as you were just now when you called me a fool." "So you are," 
said Mr. Ruskin, "for devoting your time and talents to that mob of 
people down at Newington when you might employ them so much 
more profitably upon the intellectual and cultured few, like that Jewish 
gentleman who came to Paul, and others whom I might name." I 
replied, "I always like to be the means of saving people whose soulo 
are worth saving, and I am quite content to be the minister of that 
'mob' down at Newington, and let those who wish to do so look after 
the cultured and refined." 

In the text that I quoted a little while ago, "He that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him," our 
Saviour meant, I believe, to convey to us this truth. For a man to be 



~ithont faith in Christ, oven in this world, is to be in a most a wfnl 
nd horrible state of spiritual poverty and degradation; and for a 
:1an, throughout all the existence of his soul, to be for over without 
Jhrist, will be for him to he in a state compared with which all the 
)rtures and torments of the Inquisition are as nothing at all. It 
iay be that the lost will not suffer any such physical ;;i,gonies as we 
re obliged to speak of in order to set forth the spiritual idea of 
3paration from God, but we are quite sure that their doom is all too 
iebh- described under the similes of the worm that never dies and 
b.e fire that never shall be quenched. 
To me, it would be hell to be without God ; it is to me hell even to 

Jubt my union to the Lord Jesus Christ; it is hell to me even for 
brief season to lose touch of God, to be out of fellowship with Him ; 

o.d to lose that touch and to miss that fellowship for ever, to be 
mtinually going further and further away from God, would be to me 
, endure within my spirit a misery such as even the terrible language 
' the Lord Jesus Christ does not fully set forth. And remember, 
rethren, that there is nobody who utters such language about the 
)Orn of the lost as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself does ; it is He 
ho foretold what He will say at the last, "Depart from Me, ye 
trsed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 
obody but the Saviour knew what it was to be perfectly one with 
Le Father, and therefore the very thought of any of His creatures 
iing separated from God, and of their having to exist apart from 
od for ever and ever, suggested to Him the imagery of having a 
illstone about one's neck, and being cast into the sea, and moved Him 

say, without simile or metaphor of any kind, " These shall go 
.ay into Nerla.sting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal." 
iis is a solemn theme, but we cannot go astray if in our teaching 
"follow the example set us by our Lord. 

(To be contt"nued.) 

[ WILL STRF.KGTHE.."'IT THEE; YEA, I WILL HELP THEE."-Isa. xli. 10. 

lJHO will come with me to the King, this morning, to lay at His 
l feet a petition for the fulfilment of this Word of His grace 

,on which He has caused us to hope? We shall be a company of 
ieble-minds, and Much-afraids, and Fearings, and Ready-to-halts, 
d we may make but a sorry appearance in His courts,; but our 
cessities admit of no delay, and this King is so gracious, and hath 
much love and pity for weak and needy ones, that He is sure to 
ant us, not an audience merely, but according to the desire of our 
art. My own condition is such that I must have His help, or faint, 
d utterly fail, and I know there are many in like stress of need who 
U seek the King's face with me. 
HJr,ssed be His Name, we may come into His presence with holy 
ldness and confidence, bringing with us the warrant of our faith in 



is own precious promise, fairly and legibly written on the pages of 
:is Word, without blot or erasure, and with no "ifs" and "buts" 
mar its sublime simplicity: "I wz'll strengthen thee; yea, I wi'lt help 

ee." Does He not love to be trusted? Does Ile not honour 
ith? Can one word of His good promise fail, or shall not the thing 
bich He saith come to pass ? 
And, as to our present need of succour, some of us can say, with 
ar-filled eyes, " 0 Lord, if weakness be a plea for Thy promised 
rength, then are we truly fit objects of Thy mercy, for we are at the 
west ebb of helplessness, we have scarcely strength enough left to 
,el that we are feeble, we are 'brought into the dust of death.'" 
od has "weakened our strength in the way," to teach us our 
ipendence upon Himself; He has humbled us, that He may lift us 
~ ; He has shown us our own nothingness that He may be our all 
. all. 
Most of us have needed this discipline of complete failure in 

irselves to convince us that our strength is in God alone. He has 
1d to humble us, and to prove us, to know what is in our heart; and 
.as ! with some of us, it has taken as long a time to do this as in the 
1ys of old, when the Lord's people wandered in the wilderness for 
,rty years before they learned the lesson. Ah! what trouble our 
od takes with us! What ungrateful, perverse, rebellious children 
e have been! He has had to empty us of so much that is 
bominable in His sight,-our pride,-our self-sufficiency,-our 
1rnal security,-our own righteousness, before He could fill us with 
is Spirit, and take pleasure in us, that it is no wonder the process 
1s been a painful one, and cost us many a cry and groan. We have 
ien cast headlong from the heights of our pride and self-exaltation, 
1d then, as we lay bruised and bleeding on the ground of self
basement, crushed under a sense of our own utter weakness, the 
ord has drawn near, and given this gracious assurance, "J will 
rengthen thee; yea, I will help thee." " I, the Lord thy God will hold 
1y right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not." 

But how shall I describe the joy with which we caught the first 
>ft whisper of His tender voice, and recognized the strength-giving 
mch of His mighty hand? "I was brought low," we said,-the 
·ords were scarcely audible, we were so weak ;-but faith touched 
ur lips with a cordial, and then, loud and clear from our unloosened 
mgue, rang out the triumphant testimony, " AND HE HELPED ME ! " 
Is it not wonderful, the incoming of Divine strength into an empty 

eart? Now we know by experience what the apostle meant when 
e wrote, " HE said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee ; for l\Iy 
trength is made perfect in weakness." Here we have the same 
'romiser and. the same promise, but in other words. " I will 
(rengthen thee." "I, the Almighty God, whose power is infinite, 
•ill strengthen thee, a poor worm of the dust!" Oh, the condescer.sion 
nd tenderness of our God ! Our extremity is His opportunity ; His 
1ercy follows hard after our misery ; and as soon as He has taught 
s our exceeding need, He supplies it with the bounties of His 
xceeding love. - Then it is that He gives us "beauty for ashes, the oil 



joy £or mourning, and the garment 0£ praise fo1· the spirit of 
,iness; " and oh! with what joyful hearts and shining eyes do 
afterwards -walk in the light 0£ His countenance ! " Dear Lord," 
say, " it is worth while being weak, to be thus gloriously 

,ngthened by Thee ! " 
.,.. 

, few facts, extracted from the letters of correspondents, will go far 
,how that the work of the Book Fund continues its course of 
,sing, and is still greatly appreciated by all who receive its benefits. 
tturate yoursel.es with Spurgeon,'' was the striking advice given 
·e recently by an examining Bishop to a group of newly-ordained 
gymen, to -whom, I presume, he was lecturing. The saying was 
>rted to me by one who was present, and who took immediate steps 
11.rry out the good Bishop's suggestion by asking me for a grant of 
b:s. This is not by any means the first time I have heard of the 
1 dignittries of the Church of England enthusiastically recommend
dear Mr. Spurgeon's books to their younger brethren. 
s I -write, I have before me a letter from a country vicar, in which 
following interesting passage occurs :-" I remember, nearly 
;y years ago, hearing the late Mr. Powell, the Rector of Abinger, 
a clerical friend what a treat he had lately had. When he was in 
:ion, he-had heard Mr. Spurgeon give a short running comment on 
verse of a Psalm, and Mr. Powell made this impressive remark, 

:h I can never forget:-' It was just like someone holding up a 
.g of large and lovely pearls in a dark room, and then, in some 
lerful way, :flashing a bright light upon each pearl in turn, from the 
,o the bottom of the string.' " 
10 illustration is a choice one, and I thought, when I read it, how 
tly we should rejoice that, by the good Providence of God, the 
; has kept on :flashing ever since, though the dear hand that then 
it had to lay it down. In The Treasury of IJavid are gathered those 
. rays which shone forth from the enlightened heart and mind of 
:,ord's favoured servant: and anyone with spiritual vision can still 
he fair pearls of promise and petition glowing under the light of 
nterpreter's lantern. 
1e minister writes thus to me :-"It is not too much to say that 
ing can value his diamonds more than I appreciate the books you 
given me. It may interest you to hear how I have used them. 

)latform addresses are often enlivened by quotations from Lectures 
r Students, while my private devotional life has been well nourished 
fr. Spurgeon's Sermons. But I puzzled for a long time how 
to use The Treasur!I of IJavid, for while I could not be always 
)hing on the P11alms, I found such a vast amount of sterling 
Br in the volumes that I greatly desired to utilize it. At last, I 
1 an index, by going over each paragraph, and entering the 
ict of it under suitable headings. The quantity of really grand 
rations, available for the whole realm of truth, which I have thus 
ned, is truly marvellous-." 
ii, good pastor surely had '' a happy thought" when he undertook 
a task, for though it must have coat him much labour and 
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tience, he will feel well rewarded hy the help, and instruction, and 
, enkindling of mental power resulting from his painstaking 
perience. The hint may be a valuable one to other preachers . 

• "'" "'" 
rhe Lettish translation and distribution of the Sermons still go on 
,sperously ; there is no diminution of blessing or succeas in their 
~ulation. Mr. Frey loses no opportunity of spreading them abroad; 
is always on the look-out for Conventions and Conferences in Riga 
other places, where preachers from the inland towns and villages 
ther together, and to these country pastors he wisely entrusts big 
3kets of the good seed which they may carry home, and scatter 
ong their own people. Yet this task is not always lightly or easily 
:omplished. Not very long since, I heard that three of the brethren 
re in prison for the offence of distributing tracts among the 
ssians; "but we are praying for them," said Mr. Frey, "and 
,ugh we do not know what will come out, the Lord will do His 
Ll " (His own right will.) The " Esthonian " translation has not 
. passed the censor, and we must wait prayerfully till the Lord 
.ches the man's heart, and bids him, " Let the Sermon go ! " This 
ssing also wi'll come, though it seems to tarry ; we can never forget 
'N' the Lord helped us through a similar difficulty with the Lettish 
.sor, nor how He has, ever since that time, granted '' a free 
Lrse" to the Sermons throughout the land. 
:t is just about four years ago that this work was commenced in 
,fl.and, and some idea of its extent may be gained from the fact that, 
·ing that period, I have expended £84: 17s. in the production and 
Jlication of 59,000 copies of seventeen of my beloved husband's 
3ourses ! This does not include £10 given by" Somebody" for the 
rislation of Farm Sermons, of which I believe a large number has 
,n printed and sold. I thank God for the help of many friends in 
1 blessed service ; the glorious results of it will be realized and 
Jiced over in Heaven. 

"'" * 
,l< 

l\.t last, the Urdu (Hindustani) translation of one of dear Mr. 
1rg0on's Sermons is completed, and I have received the first copies 
'No. 2,000." One part of this issue is printed on almond-coloured 
>er, which is very cheap, and greatly admired by the natives. We 
·e commenced with an edition of 2,000 copies, but hope in process 
iime to add other Sermons, which will eventually be bound together 
a volume. It is slow work, this rendering of Saxon into the 
guages of the Asiatics ; but, in this case, we may be assured that, 
ugh slow, it is sure, for it is undertaken by "The Punjab Bible 
I Religious Book-Society," who have men on their staff thoroughly 
versant with both English and Hindustani, and the translation, 
m made, is submitted for approval to a committee of reliable men, 
1tly missionaries. Thus the purity of translation is guaranteed,
ost important item in this service, as you know, for an error in 
ression or an alteration in the meaning of a word mig·ht altogether 
anger the teaching of the Sermon. 



rhere is also the advantage that this arrangement will greatly 
:ist in the circulation of the pamphlets, as all missionaries are 
1stantly ordering books from the Society, and they will therefore 
,rr easily obtain them, than by application to an individual 
ssionary. 
Do not forget, dear friends,-those of you who send me money" For 
neral Use in the Lord's Work," that you thus make His work 
ws; and, being interested in it, I beg you will not cease to remember 
n your prayers. I think I have before told you that Hindustani 
rdu) is the language of the higher castes in India, and you may judge 
the importance of the effort now being made to introduce the 

:mons to them by a sentence or two from the pen of my corre
mdent, a missionary of the C.M.S., who says:-" It will be a real 
m to the Christian Church in the Punjab, to have a volume of 
. Spurgeon's Sermons in Urdu. Christian literature in the Indian 
naculars is at present very scanty, and therefore such books as are 
Jlished are read and prized far more than in England. We hope 
1 may be able to carry out the proposal of having a series bound.'' 
m going to send for answer, "By God's help, WE WILL." 

* * 
,Vork-room details are all of Work this month, but they do not 
e any fair idea of all the business which gets done somehow, not
hstanding the weakness and weariness of the worker; nor can they 
hue the joy and gladness which come to her in the shape of God
en wages for her happy service. Sometimes I lay down a letter 
Lch tells of a sad soul comforted, or a tired heart refreshed by 
stwood Leaflets, or A Carillon of Bells, and all I can say is, " Thou 
a gracious God," so precious is the mercy thus bestowed. Or, when 
ave been enabled to lift up a poor pastor from some depth of trouble 
. perplexity, I feel so lifted up myself, that I can praise God for 
ping me here to do such work. And Beulah ! My beautiful little 
n at Bexhill ! Dear House of my God! Who can imagine the 
e delight and grateful thanksgiving brought into my lonely life by 
t sacred place and its Pastor ! " Thou art a gracious God I" The 
·ds sit on my lips, and sing continually, like birds in the spring
e, who are too happy to be silent. 
ly the way, Bexhill and the Black-feet Indians seem pretty far 
rt, but "this is a very small world, after all," and I have just had 
tter which links the two together curiously. The tribe of" Black
,, is located right away in the far West of America, but they have 

English missionary who once lived near to Bex:hill, and who sends 
a dollar note-it looked like a "Black-foot'' itself,-to purchase 
;arillon of Bells and to buy a brick in Bexhi'U Chapel. A copy of 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, enclosing an account of the new 

pel, had found its way into the Indian encampment; and when the 
sionary read it, such sweet memories were awakened, that the dollar 
quickly sent forth on its mission of sympathy and love, and so, 

n the far ends of the earth, God has given a token of good for 
:hill. s. s. 



ihe l} an tor's ~age. 
DY THO;.,1AS SPURGEON. 

"A PRAYER-LOVING CHURCH." 

• APPY is the pastor who, in writing to me lately, was able to 
. describe his flock as " a prayer-loving Church." I scarcely 
ded to read the remainder of his report. I could have guessed the 
I. This sentence was as the cry of the look-out man,-" All's well." 
new at once that my correspondent was not asking me (as alas'. so 
ny have to) to help him to another sphere. Who wants to quit a 
yer-loving Church? Only he, surely, who is not himself devotional. 
~as pretty sure, also, that this was not a begging letter, though it 
st be confessed that some Churches, of which it cannot be sai.d that 
y are not prayer-loving, are in need of funds. But those who pray 
1t pay best, as a rule, so I was not at all surprised to read, further 
"We have more than a dozen different funds in connection with 

• (Jhurch, and in every case there has been a balance to the good." 
: own that I was not particularly curious about other details of the 
ause." This sentence seemed to satisfy me. I said within myself, 
Vhat matters it whether the building is composed of stone, or brick, 
ron, or wood, if the ecclesia,-the real Church,-is prayer-loving? 
9 materials employed in the construction of the edifice are immaterial 
he spirit of prayer pervades the people." 
: did not find myself longing for a picture of the " sanctuary " that 
light know whether it boasted a "heaven-pointing spire" or not. 
mfficed to know that the arrows of desire point that way, and that 
1 bow-strings are not slack. 
[ have not made enquiry as to the social standing of the people. I 
not fancy that they are all millionaires, though no man need shrink 
m pastoring such, if they are prayer-loving. I quite expect that, 
this case, " The rich and the poor meet together." Nor should I 
a bit astonished if there is as little distinction as possible made 

;ween the so-called upper, middle, and lower classes. They love the 
,rcy-seat, and there these distinctions are rendered void. All the 
1sels in a prayer-loving Church are unto honour, whether they be 
gold or of brass, of china or of delf. 

" A prayer-loving Church" is a God-loving Church. It re101ces rn 
3 Father's love, and loves Him in return. It therefore delights in 
nversing with Him. It realizes that prayer is more a privilege than 
luty. The members gather together for prayer, not because the 
stor bids them, but because their hearts prompt them. They know 
at "the prayer of the upright is His delight," so they delight to 
ay. They love the gates of Zion because the Lord loveth them 
)re than all the dwellings of Jacob. ·what He adniires they 1·elish, 
cause He Himself is all their salvation and all their desire. The 
ild who truly loves his father cannot rejoice in exile from him. 
1e filial spirit seeks the Father's face. Alas! for him who had to 
ri.te of the Christian community he was associated with, "Our church 
LS seating capo,city for I, 200, but no kneeling capacity. " It is 
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not ossential to kneel to pray, but " kneeling capacity" is essential to 
e,er~- Church. " I£ I be a Father, where is Mine honour? " says the 
Lord our God. Let us honour the Father with love that reveals itself 
in constant coming to His throne of grace. 

"A prayer-loving Church " is a C!irist-loving C!iurch. All true 
supplication is made in J esu's name, and for His sake. How joyful is 
the task of. appending His dear name to our petitions! 'Tis this that 
gi.es them power, and perfume. He is the all-o-lorious unit that 
bestows valu~ on our ciphers. ",ve love "-not ,:='Him" alone, but 
all that pertains to Him,-" because He first loved us.'' Hence is it 
that we love prayer. It is dear, because HE is dearest. We love it 
because He loved it. 

" Cold mountains, and the midnight air, 
Witness'd the .fervour of His prayer." 

We love it because it brings us into closer fellowship with Him, 
our Best-beloved. His presence is our Paradise, His smile our 
sunniest summer-time, His mercy-seat our garden of delights. 

" A prayer-loving Church " is a Spirit-loving Church. "The Spirit 
Himself" has begotten in its heart this grace of supplication. 'Tis 
He who keeps the flame alive. "Praying in the Holy Ghost" surely 
involves loving the blessed Spirit. He is not regarded by members of 
such a community as a mere quality, or in/luence, or emanation. He 
is to them a Person, an intimate Friend, the Paraclete. Such a Church 
would not think of grieving Him either by harbouring anything con
trary to His mind, or by failing to avail itself of His gracious offices 
as Director, Preceptor, Comforter, and Strengthener. 

"A prayer-loving Church " is a Church-loving Church. Its members 
love each other with pure hearts fervently. How can they help doing 
so if they all love the throne of grace ? Differences are forgotten 
there. Ill feelings have no chance to grow in an atmosphere of prayer. 
Quarrelling and grumbling generally come of prayerlessness. Prayer
fulness is as salt upon such hateful weeds. When the thermomet9i' 
of prayer rises to summer heat, the mercury in the thermometer of 
"malice, guile, and envies, and all evil speakings," drops down to zero. 

"A prayer-loving Church" is a World-loving Church. By this I do 
not mean that it has forgotten the apostolic injunction, "Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in tho world." The Church that 
goes in for concerts, and dances, and fancy fairs, has neither time nor 
taste for prayer,-and vice versa. It is impossible to do both. They 
are contradictory to, and destructive of each other. " The friendship 
of the world is enmity with God." What I mean is, that the prayer
loving people love the world that lieth in the wicked one, and long to 
see it brought to God. They pray not for themselves alone, but for 
the "other sheep." Nor do they end with prayer. With them, prayer 
and pains go together. A prayer-loving Church is a missionary 
Church both at home and abroad. "Christ for the world," and "The 
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world for Christ," are its twin mottoes, and it acts accordingly. It 
grudges neither men nor means that are expended in the extension of the 
Saviour's Kingdom. It dedicates its sons and daughters gladly to the 
good cause, and gives, even to the pinch, for its support. It has no 
sympathy with the oft-used inducement, "You'll never miss it." 

This portrait of " a prayer-loving Church '' is by no means a foll
length one, nor is every detail drawn. But it must suffice as a pattern. 
Such a Church, it goes without saying, cares tenderly for the Jambs 
of the flock, and rejoices in its faithful pastor. He, of course, is 
prayer-loving, too. This is only right and fair. Like pastor, like 
people. When Paul said to the Thessalonians, " Brethren, pray for 
us," he started praying for them; and what a prayer it was! "The 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of 
Christ." (R.v.) 

This prayer-loving Church, I am pretty sure, will be increased with 
men like a flock, it will be as a city set on a hill, and as a candle on a 
candlestick. Its piety will be both patent and potent. What can it 
not accomplish? For, if it loves prayer, it is a God-loved, God-dwelt, 
God-blessed Church. "God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 
moved: God shall help her, and that right early." 

Oh, that all the pastors who read "The Pastor's Page" may rejoice 
in having such a body of believers round them ! Come, brethren, let 
us pray for this. " Dear Jesus, make Thy people prayer-loving, and, 
Lord,-begin wit!. me!" 

Jndhm Jnddrnt55 and Jlhrntratio1rn. 
Vill.-EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS. 

WHAT are they? Is not a Native Church, over two millions strong, 
one splendid sign of progress? Are not Bible truths leaven

ing almost every strata of society in that distant land? In the 
National Congress, quotations from the Bible are more frequent than 
references to the ancient Shastres ; God is more often spoken of in a 
Christian sense than" the gods'' are mentioned; attributes of God, such 
as holiness, love, and mercy, are current in religious thought though 
ascribed to none in the Hindu pantheon; idolatry is kept up by 
the multitudes more as a custom of the country than as a religious 
duty; numerous reformers have arisen, who denounce caste, and other 
inhuman theories of the ancients; and everywhere the unique char
acter of Christ is being acknowledged, honoured, and imitated. Casual 
visitors, ignorant of the vernaculars and ancient mythologies of the 
land, cannot see these things ; and they look for different evidences 
of progress that shall meet their crude ideas of things. 

It was ever so. History relates that "new members of the Indian 
Council arrived from England on the 19th of October, 177 4. They 
landed with the firm conviction that the Government was a compound of 
tyranny and corruption which it was their mission to purify. As the 
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judges ste11ped on shore, one of them, observing the bare legs and 
fe0t of the natiY0s who crowded to the sight, said to his colleagues, 
' Our court certainly was not established before it was needed. I trust 
we shall not have been six months in the country before these victims 
of oppression are comfortably provided with shoes and stockings.'" 
But the natives of India are, for the most part, barefooted still; and 
we can hardly credit the puerile way in which these judges viewed 
th0 natives, as recorded in Marshman's history. We recognize the 
fact that centuries of good government cannot be expected to alter 
climatic and national environments. None ought to expect the East 
to be moulded after the ideas of the West. Yet blunders are made 
in this direction even by over-zealous Christian men as they speed 
through the land. 

Indian history also gives an instance where native custom and 
feeling were threatened in a reckless way. It occurred in 1806, at 
Yellore, and the act resulted in a mutiny, and the massacre of a 
number of European officers and soldiers. "The Sepoys were forbidden 
to appear on the parade with ear-rings, or any distinctive marks of 
caste; and they were required to shave the chin and to trim the 
moustache after a particular model.'' These unnecessary orders were 
sufficiently vexatious; but it was the new form prescribed for the 
turban which gave the Sepoys the greatest offence, because it was 
said to bear a resemblance to a European hat. The Turk, who does 
not object to a European coat, trousers, and boots, will not relinquish 
the cap of his nation. The Parsee readily adopts a European costume, 
but retains his own distinguishing head-dress. Even the Hindoo, 
who apes European fashions, shrinks with abhorrence from "the use 
of the hat." 

Thus, in the Indian churches, we shall find, right on to the 
end, some mental, social, and moral characteristics that remain 
unaltered; and havoc would certainly be wrought were blundering 
hands put forth merely to mould everything in Asia after the models 
of Europe. Christ is their Lord as well as ours, and as He gathered 
around Him men of very varied types while on earth, so to-day, in 
every land He is calling out a people for His praise. He will mould 
the Native Churc:h of India after His own ideal, and not after ours. 
Evidence of the progress of His Kingdom should, therefore, be looked 
for with due recognition of all national characteristics, for they must 
remain. As a nation, the peoples of India are more religious and 
contemplative and patient than any other; and when the authority of 
Christ is fully recognized, and llis truth accepted, we may behold 
there manifestations of His grace and power in unique types of 
character and life. Already, we behold a " Christ Society " in Cal
cutta, on lines somewhat different from any denomination that exists 
in Europe or America. In Madras, efforts have been made to create a 
"National Church of India,'' without the State aid or Episcopacy which 
the name would suggest to an English visitor. Indigenous missionary 
work on quite new lines has been attempted; and we may expect a 
greater development of these enterprises as the spirit of Christ 
dominates the native Christian life. 

ROBERT SPURGEON. 
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" ~ome, !}:e ~hildren." 
A SER.MON TO SUNDAY-BOIIOOL TEACHERS, DELIVERED BY C. H. SPD'RGEOY1 

AT TIIE TEMPLE, ST. MARY CRAY, KENT, ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 

FEBRUARY 20TH, 1856. 

FORWARDED BY PASTOR T. W, ~rEDilURST, CARDIFF. 

"Ce,me, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach yon the fear of the Loao."-
Psalm xxxiv. 11. 

IT is a singular thing that good men frequently discover their duty 
when they are placed in most humiliating positions. Never in 
David's life was he in a worse plight than that which suggested 

this Psalm. It is headed, "A Psalm of David, when he changed his 
behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed." 
This poem was intended to commemorate that event, and was sug
gested by it. David was carried before King Achish, the Abimelech 
of Philistia, and, in order to make his escape, he pretended to be mad, 
accompanying that profession of madness with certain very degrading 
actions which might well seem to betoken his insanity. He was driven 
from the palace, and, as usual, when such men are in the street, it is 
probable that a number of children assembled around him. You 
have the sad story told in 1 Samuel xxi. 10-15. In after days, when 
David sang songs of praise to Jehovah, recollecting how he had be
come the laughing-stock of little children, he seemed to say, "Ah! 
by my folly before the children in the streets, I have lowered myself 
in the estimation of generations that shall live after me; now I will 
endeavour to undo the mischief,-' Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord.' " 

Very possibly, if David had never been in such a position, he would 
never have thought of this duty ; for I do not discover that he ever 
said in any other Psalm, "Come, ye children, hearken unto me." He 
had the cares of his cities, his provinces, and his nation pressing upon 
him, and he may have been at other times but little attentive to the 
education of youth ; but here, being brought into the meanest position 
which man could possibly occupy, having become as one bereft of 
reason, he recollects his duty. The exalted or prosperous Christian 
is not always mindful of "the lambs." That duty generally devolves 
on Peters, whose pride and confidence have been crushed, and who 
rejoice thus practically to answer their Lord's question, as the apostle 
did when Jesus said to him, " Lovest thou Me ? " 

Departing, however, from this thought, let me address myself to the 
text : " Come, ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord." First, I shall give you One Doctrine; secondly, I 
shall give you Two Encouragements; thirdly, I shall give you Three 
Admonitions; fourthly, I shall give you Four Instructions; and fifthly, 
I shall give you Five Subjects for Children, all taken from the text and 
context. • 

I. First, I will give you ONE DOCTRINE. " Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord." The 
doctrine is, that children are capable cf being tauglit the fear of the Lord. 



122 "COME, YE OHILDREN," 

:Men are genei ally wieest after they have been most foolish. 
David had been extremely fooli:,h, and now he became truly wise• 
and being so, it was not likely he would utter foolish sentiments' 
or give directions such as would be dictated by a weak mind. We hav~ 
beard it said by some that children cannot understand the great 
mysteries of religion. "\Ve even know some Sunday-school teachers 
who cautiously ~void ment~oning the great doctrines of the gospel, 
because they thmk the children are not prepared to receive them. 
Al~s ! the same mistak~ has crept into the pulpit ; for it is currently 
behe,ed, among a certam class of preachers, that many of the doctrines 
of the Word of God, although true, are not fit to be taught to the 
people, since they would pervert them to their own destruction. Away 
with such priestcraft ! Whatever God has revealed ought to be 
preached. Whatever HE has revealed, if I am not capable of under
standing it, I will still believe and preach it. I do bold that there is 
no doctrine of the Word of God which a child, if he be capable of 
salvation, is not capable of receiving. I would have children taught 
all the great doctrines of truth without a solitary exception, that they 
may in their after days hold fast by them. 

I can bear witness that children can understand the Scriptures; for 
I am sure that, when but a child, I could have discuesed many a knotty 
point of controversial theology, having heard both sides of the question 
freely stated among my father's circle of friends. In fact, children 
are capable of understanding some things in early life, which we hardly 
understand afterwards. Children have eminently a simplicity of faith, 
and simplicity of faith is akin to the highest knowledge; indeed, we 
know not that there is much distinction between the simplicity of a 
child and the genius of the profoundest mind. He who receives things 
simply, as a child, will often have ideas which the man who is prone to 
make a syllogism of everything will never attain unto. If you wish 
to know whether children can be taught, I point you to many in our 
churches, and in pious families,-not prodigies, but such as we frequently 
see,-Timotbys and Samuels, and little girls, too, who have early come 
to know a Saviour's love. As soon as a child is capable of being lost, 
it is capable of being saved. As soon as a child can sin, that child 
can, if God's grace assist it, believe and receive the Word of God. 
As soon as children can learn evil, be assured that they are competent, 
under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to learn good. Never go to 
your class with the thought that the children cannot comprehend you ; 
for if you do not make them understand, it is possibly because you do 
not yourselves understand ; if you do not teach children what you wish 
them to learn, it may be because you are not fit for the task; you 
should find out simpler words, more fitted for their capacity, and then 
you would discover that it was not the fault of the child, but the fault 
of the teacher, if he did not learn. I hold that children are capable of 
salvation. He who, in Divine sovereignty, reclaimed the grey-haired 
sinnn from the error of bis ways, can turn a little child from his 
youthful follies. He who, in the eleventh hour, findeth some standing 
idle in the market-place, and sendeth them into the vineyard, can and 
does call men at the dawning of the day to labour for Him. He who 
can (;Lunge the course of a river when it has rolled onward, and become 
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a mighty flood, con control a new-born rivulet leaping from itc1 cradle
fountain, and make it run into the channel He desireth. He can do all 
things; He can work upon children's hearts as He pleases, for all are 
under His control. 

I will not stay to establish the doctrine, because I do not consider 
that any of you are so :foolish as to doubt it. But, although you believe 
it, I fear many of you do not expect to hear of children being saved. 
Throughout the churches, I have noticed a kind of abhorrence of any
thing like child piety. We are frightened at the idea of a little boy 
loving Christ; and if we hear of a little girl following the Saviour, we 
say it is a youthful fancy, an early impression that will die away. My 
dear friends, I beseech you, never treat child piety with suspicion. It 
is a tender plant; do not brush it too hard. I heard a tale, some tin:e 
ago, which I believe to be perfectly authentic. A dear little girl, some 
five or six years old, a true lover of Jesus, requested of her mother 
that she might join the church. The mother told her she was too young, 
and the poor little thing was exceedingly grieved. After a while, the 
mother, who saw that piety was in her child's heart, spoke to the 
minister on the subject. The minister talked to the child, and said to 
the mother, "I am thoroughly convinced of her piety, but I cannot 
take her into the church, she is too young." When the child heard 
that, a strange gloom passed over her face; and the next morning, 
when the mother went to her little bed, she lay with a pearly tear on 
each eye, dead for Yery grief; her heart was broken, because she could 
not follow her Saviour, and do as He had bidden her. I would not 
have murdered that child for a world ! Take care how you treat young 
piety. Be very tender in dealing with it. Believe that children can 
be saved just as much as yourselves. I do not believe in infant 
baptism, because the New Testament does not teach it ; but I do most 
firmly believe in the salvation of children, and when the child believes 
in Jesus, I at once cheerfully baptize that child, and receive him into 
the full fellowship of the church. When you see the young heart 
brought to the Saviour, do not stand by and speak harshly, mistrust
ing everything. It is better sometimes to be deceived than to be the 
means of offending one of these little ones who believe in Jesus. 
God send to His people a firm belief that little buds of grace are 
worthy of all tender care ! 

II. Now, secondly, I will give you TWO ENCOUR.aGEMENTs, both of 
which you will find in the text. 

The first encouragement is that of pious example. David said, 
"Come, ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord." You are not ashamed to tread in the footsteps of David, 
are you? You will not object to follow the example of one who was 
first eminently holy, and then eminently great. Shall the shepherd 
boy, the giant-slayer, the sweet psalmist of Israel, and the mighty 
monarch, leave footprints in which you are too proud to tread? Ah, 
no ! you will be happy, I am sure, to be a.~ David was. If you want, 
however, a higher example even than that of David, hear the Son of 
David while from His lips flow the sweet words, " Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
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Ki.ngd(\m of Hea\'en.11 I am sure it would encourage you if you alw-aya 
thought of thl"Se examples. You w-ho are teaching children, are not 
dishonoul'(>(l l)~· that O<X'upation; somll may say, " You are only n Sunday. 
l!lcho..)l teacbor," but you are a noble personage, hohling an honourable 
oflict>, and hanng illustrious predecessors. We love to see persons of 
some standing in society take an interest in Sabbath-sohools. One 
great fault in many of our churches is that the children are left for the 
young people t-0 t.ake care of; the older members, who have more wisdom 
taking but rery little notice of them; and, \'ery. often, the wealthie; 
member.. of the chul'('h st.and aside as if the teaching of the poor were 
nN ,as indeed it is' the special business of the rich. I hope for the 
day when the mighty men of Israel shall be found helping in this 
~t warfatt. against the enemy. In the United States we have heard 
of presidents, of judges, members of Congress, and persons in the 
highe;.t positions. not condescending, for I soorn to use suoh a term 
but honouring themselves by teaching little children in Sabbath~ 
schools. He who teaches a class in a Sabbath-school has earned o. 
good degree. I had rather receive the title of S.S.T. than M.A., B.A., 
or any other honour that ever was cor.ferred by men. Let me beg 
you, then, to take heart, because your duties are so honourable. Let the 
royal example of David, let the Godlike example of Jesus Christ 
inspire you with fresh diligence and increasing ardour, with confident and 
enduring perseverance, still to go on in your blessed work, saying as 
Dand did, "Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord." 

The second encouragement I will give you is, t"4 n,eo11rag~mn1t of 
_qrrar &M«Jtu. Dand said, "Come, ye children, hearken unto me: " he 
did not add, "perhaps I will teach you the fear of the Lord.,~• but, "I 
trill teach you.'' He had success; or, if he had not, others have. 
The suC<'6SS of Sabbath-schools! If I begin to to.lk of that, I shall 
hal"e an endless theme; therefore, I will not commence. Many 
volumes might be written on it, and then when all were written, we 
might say, "I suppose that even the world itself could not contain all 
that might be written." Up yonder, where the starry hosts per
perually sing God's high praises, up where the white-robed throng 
cast their croll'llS before His feet, we shall behold the success of 
Sabbath-schools. There, too, where infant millions assemble Sabbath 
after Sabbath, to sing,-

" Gentle Je11W1, meek and mild," 

we see with joy the 11uccees of Sabbath-schools. And up here, in 
almost every pulpit of our land, and there in the pews where the 
deacons sit, and godly members join in worship, there is seen the 
nl~-~ of Sabbath-schools. And far away across yonder broad 
oc-ean, in the isleta of the South, in lands where thoso dwell who 
bow bt>fore blocks of wood and stone, thero are the miasiono.ries who 
were saved m Sabbath-echools, and the thousands, blessed by their 
labours, contribute to swell tho mighty stream of the inoaloulo.blo, I· 
had 11.lmo11t said infinite, success of Snbbath-11ohool instruction. Go on, 
dear friends, go on with your holy sorvioe; much hns been done 
alr"'udy, but more shall yet be done. Lot all your po..st victories 
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inflame_you with l!eeh ardour, let th! remembrance of your triompha 
in prevtous campaigne, and all trophiee won for your Saviour on the 
battle-fields of the pnst, be your encouragement to pr888 on with the 
duty of the present and the future. 

m. Now, thirdly, l will give you TnR.D Anll0N1TIOll9, 

The first is, ,·,colkct whom you ar, f#Uhi11g: " Come, ye children." 
I think we ought always to have respect to our audience ; I do not 
mean that we need care if we are preaching to llr. So-a.nd-eo, Sir 
William this, or My Lord that,-becausein God's sight such titles a.re 
the merest triHee; but we are to remember that we are preaching 
to men and women who have souls, so that we ought not to occupy 
their time by things that are not worth their hearing. But when you 
teaoh in Sabbath-echools, you are, if it be possible, in e. more re
sponsible situation even than a minister occupies. He preaches to 
grown-up people, to men of judgment, who, if they do not like what 
he preaches, can go somewhere else; but you teach children who have 
no option of ~ing elsewh~- If Y?U teach_ the ~d wrongly, he 
believes you; if you teach him her8Sles, he will receive them; what 
you teach him now, he will never forget. You are not sowing, u 
some so.y, on virgin soil, for it has long been occupied by the devil; 
but you are sowing on a soil more fertile now than it ever will be 
again,-soil that will produce fruit now, far better than it will do in 
after days; you. are sowing on a young heart, and what you sow 
will be pretty sure to abide there, especially if you teach evil, for that 
will never be forgotten. You are beginning with the child; take care 
what you do with him. Do not spoil him. Many a child has 
been treated like the Indian children who have copper plates 
put upon their foreheads, so that they may never grow. There 
are many who are simpletons now, just because those who had 
the care of them when young gave them no opportunities of 
getting knowledge, so that, when they became old, they cared 
nothing about it. Have a care what you are after; you are 
teaching children, mind what you teach them. Put poison in the 
spring, and it will pollute the whole stream. Take care what you are 
after, sir! You are twisting the sapling, and the old oak will be bent 
thereby. Have a care, it is a child's soul you are tampering with, if 
you are tampering at all; it is a child's soul you are preparing for 
eternity, if God is with you. I give you a solemn admonition on every 
child's behalf. Surely, if it be murder to administer poison to the 
dying, it must be far more criminal to give poison to the young life. 
If it be evil to mislead grey-headed age, it must be far more so to 
turn aside the feet of the young into the road of error, in which they 
may for ever walk. 

The eooond admonition is, l'dcoll,ct tllat you ard ttad1i11g _li>r Guel. 
11 Come, ye ohildron, hearken unto me ; I will tea.uh you the fear of 
tho Lord." If you, as teo.ohors, were only l\88emblad to tent>h 
geography, it might not injure them otern1J.ly if yt)U we1'l:l to tell tho 
children thnt tho North Polo wne olose to tho Eqlmtor; or if you ware 
to say that the extremity of South America wtu hard by the C1.last 

of Europe ; or if you nssured them that Euglnnd wns iu the middle 
!) 
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of Africa. But you are not teaching geography, or astronomy, nor are 
you training the children for a business life in this world; but you are 
t.o the best of your ability, teaching them for God. You say to them' 
"Chil_dr~n, you c~me here to be taught the Word of God; you com~ 
here, 1f 1t be possible, that we may be the means of the salvation of 
your souls." Have a care what you are after when you pretend-to be 
teaching them for God. ~ ound the child's hand if you will; but, for 
God's sake, do not wound his heart. Say what you like about temporal 
things ; but, I beseech you, in spiritual matters, take care how you lead 
him. Be careful that it is the truth which you inculcate, and only that. 
With such a responsibility, how solemn your work becomes ! He who 
is doing a work for himself, may do it as he likes; but he who is 
labouring for another, must take care to please his master; he who is 
employed by a monarch must beware how he performs his duty;• but, 
he who labours for God must tremble lest he doth his work ill. 
Remember that you are labouring for God, if you are what you profess 
to be. Alas ! many, I fear, even among you, are far from having this 
serious view of the work of a Sunday.school teacher .. 

The third admonition is, remember that your children need teaching. • The 
text implies that when it says, " Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord." That makes your work all the 
more solemn. If children did not need teaching, I would• not be- so 
extremely anxious that you should teach them aright .. Works. of 
supererogation, works that are not necessary, men may do as they. 
please; but this work is absolutely necessary. Your child needs 
teaching. He was born in iniquity; in sin did his mother conceive 
him. He has an evil heart ; he knows not God, and he never will 
know the Lord unless he is taught. He is not like some ground of 
which we have heard, that hath good seed lying hidden in its very 
bowels; but, instead thereof, he hath evil seed within his heart. God 
can place good seed there. You profess to be His instruments to scatter 
eee:i upon that child's heart; remember, if that seed be not sown, he 
will be lost for ever, his life will be a. life of alienation from God ; and 
at his death everlasting punishment must be his portion. Be careful, 
then, how you teach, remembering the urgent necessity of the case. 
This is not a house on fire, needing your assistance at the engine ; nor 
is it a wreck at sea, demanding your oar in the lifeboat; •but- it is a. 
deathless spirit calling a.loud to you, "Come and help me." There
fore, I beseech you, teach the fear of the Lord, and that only ; be very 
anxious to say, and to say truly, "I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord." 

IV. That brings me, in the fourth place, to FouB. !NBTRUOTIONB, 
and they are all in the text. 

The first is,-Get the children to come to your school: "Come, ye 
children." The great complaint with some teachers is, that they can
not obtain scholars. In London, we are having a canvass of the 
children ; that is a good idea, and you ought to have a canvass of 
every country village, and of every market-town, and get into the 
Sunday-school every child you can. My advice to you is, get the 
children to come by all fair and right means. Do not bribe them; that 
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is a plan to which we strongly object, and it is only adopted in schools 
of the lowest order, schools of so mean a class that even the fathers 
and mothers of the children have too much sense to Bend them there. 
'' But, then, Farmer Brown won't employ them, or the sq_ uire will turn 
them out of their situations; or, if the children don't go to the school 
on Sundays, they shall not go on week-days." Oh, that beggarly trick 
of bribing! I wish there were an end of it; it only shows the weak
ness, and degradation, and abomination of a sect that cannot succeed 
without using so mean a system. But with the exception of that 
method, do not be very particular how you get the children to school. 
Why, if I could not get people to come to my chapel by preaching in 
a black coat, I would have regimentals to-morrow, I would have a con
gregation somehow. Better do strange things than have an empty 
chapel, or an empty schoolroom. When I was in Scotland, we sent a 
bellman round a village to seoure an audience, and the plan was 
eminently successful. Spare no right means, but do get the children 
in. I have known ministers who have gone out into the streets on the 
Lord's-day afternoon, and talked to the children who were playing about, 
and so induced them to come to the school. This is what an earnest 
teacher will do ; he will say, "John, come into our school; yon cannot 
think what a nice place it is.'' Then he gets the children in, and in 
his kind, winning manner he tells them stories and anecdotes about 
girls and boys who loved the Saviour, and in this way the school is 
filled. Go and catch the children. There is no law against it; all is 
fair in war against ~e devil. So my first instruction is, get the 
children, and get th·em anyhow that you can. 

The next is, get the chi'ld,ren to love you, if you can. That also is in the 
text, "Come, ye chlldren, hearken unto me." You know how we used 
to be taught in the dame's school, how we stood up with our hands 
behind us to repeat our lessons. That was not David's plan. '' Come, 
ye children,-come here,' and sit on my knee." "Oh!" thinks the 
child, " how nice to have such a teacher, a teacher who will let me 
come near him, a teacher who does not say, ' Go,' but ' Come! ' " The 
fault of many teachers is that they do not get their children near 
them; but endeavour to foster in their scholars a kind of awful 
respect. Before you can teach children, you must get the silver key 
of kindness to unlock their hearts, and so secure their attention. Say, 
"Come, ye children." We have known some good men who were 
objects of abhorrence to children. You remember the story of two 
little boys who were one day asked if they would like to go to 
Heaven, and who, much to their teacher's astonishment, said that they 
really should not. When they were asked, "Why not?" one of them 
said, "I should not like to go to Heaven because grandpa would be 
there, and he would be sure to say, 'Get along, boys; be off with 
you!' I should not like to be in Heaven with grandpa." So, if a boy 
has a teacher who talks to him about Jesus, but who always wears a 
sour look, what does the boy think? "I wonder whether Jesus is 
like you; if so, I shouldn't like Him.'' Then there is another teacher, 
·who, if he is provoked ever so little, boxes the child's ears ; and, at 
the same time, teaches him that he should forgive others, and be kind 
to them. "Well," thinks the lad, "that is very pretty, no doubt, but 
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my t-<'ll<'ht1r doesn't show me how to do it." H you drive a boy from 
you, ~-our l'IOwer lWl'r him is ~Ill', for you will not be able to tenoh 
him anything. It is of no avail to attempt teaching thoso who do not 
fo'"e :n,u ; so, tr-~· and make them love you, and then they will learn 
anything from you. 

The next insa-uc-tion is, g,t tA, ('/tildrnt's t,lfMfiott. Thnt is in the
t{':rt, " C.Omt1, ye children, hearken unto me." If they do not htarun, 
you may t.alk, but you will speak to no purpose whatenr. If they do 
not lis«>n, you go through your labour as an unmeaning drudgery to 
yoUl'St'lTI!IS and to your scholars, too. You can do nothing without 
8t'<'uring: their attention. "That is just what I cannot do," snys one. 
W' ell. ihat depends upon yourself; if you give them something worth 
attending t-0, they will be sure to attend. Give them something worth 
hearing, and they will certainly hearken. This rule may not b& 
un.iversal, but it is '"ery nearly so. Don't forget to give them a few 
anec..fo&es.. Anecdotes are .ery much objected to by critioa of sannons, 
..-ho say ihey ought not to be used in the pulpit; but some of us know 
bt>tt<"r ihan that, ..-e know what will w-ake a congregation up; we cnn. 
testify, from experience, that a few anecdotes here and there are first
rate things to get the attention of persons who will not listen to dry 
doctrille. Do try and gather as many good illustrations in the week 
as you possibly can; wherever you go, if you are really a wise teacher, 
you can always find something to make into a tale to tell your children. 
Then, when your scholars get dull, and you are losillg their attention, 
say to them, " Do yon know the ' Five Bells ' ? " If there is such a place 
in the 'rillage, they all open their eyes directly ; or you ask, " Do you 
know the turning against the ' Red Lion ' ? " Then tell them something 
you M'\"e read or heard which will secure their attention to the lesson. 
A dear child once said, " Father, I like to hear Mr. So-and-so preach, 
beca.UBe he puts so m&ny ' likes ' into his sermon ;-' like this, and like 
that.'" Yes, children always love those "lih,." Make parables, 
pictures, figures, for them, and you will always get on. I am sure, if 
I were a boy listening to some of you, unless you told me a tale now 
and then, you would as often see the back of my head as my face ; and 
I do not know, if I sat in a hot schoolroom, but that my head would 
nod, and I should go to sleep, or be playing with Tom on my left, and 
do as many strange things as the rest, if you did not strive to interest 
me. Remember, then, to make your scholars "hearken." 

The fourth admonition is, lwv, a car, wlwt you t~h t/14 child,·1111 : 
" Come, ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord." I have spoken upon that theme already, so, not to weary 
you, I only hint at it, and p888 on. 

V. In the fifth plaoe, I will give you FIVE StmDAY·SOHOOL LESSONS, 
five subjects to teach your children; and these you will find in. the 
verses following the text. 

The first thing to teach is, morality: " What man is he that desireth 
life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips from speaking guilo. Depart from evil, and do 
good; seek peace, and pursue it." 

The second is, godl,·,uss, a,,d a i:mut1111t htlief i11 God's ovtrs(ql,t: "The 
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0 yee of the Lord nre upon tho righteoU8, and Hi11 ean are open unto . . ,, 
th01r ory. 

The third thing i11, t/11 tril of 8in : " The face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil, to out off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all 
their troublee." 

The fourth thing is, tlu rn,c11l'ily of a l>rol:an Marl: " The Lord i.e nigh 
unto them thnt are of a broken heart ; and saveth 1111ch a.s be of a 
contrite spirit." 

The fifth thing is, tN irn,atima!,14 l>lu,ed,u.u of b~ing a eliild of Gr,,J: 
,, Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth 
him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is 
broken. . . . . The Lord redeemeth the soul of His servants : and noue 
of them thnt trust in Him shall be desolate. 11 

I have given you these five sub-divisions, now let me refer to them 
one by one. Here, then, is a model lesson for you : " Come, ye 
ohildren, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord." David 
commences with an interrogative, " What man is he that desireth life, 
and loveth many days ? " The ohildren like that thought ; they would 
all wish to live to be old. 

With this preface, he commences to teach them morality : "Keep thy 
tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, 
and do good; seek peace, nnd pursue it." Now, we never teach 
morality ns the way of salvation. God forbid that we should ever IIlll 
up man's works in any way with the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus! " By grace are ye saved through fnith, and that not of your
selves, it is the gift of God." Yet we teach morality while we teach 
spirituality; and I have always found that the gospel produces the 
best morality in nll the world. I would have a Sundny-school teacher 
watchful over the morals of the boys and girls under his care, speaking 
to them very particularly of those sins which are most common to 
youth. He may honestly and conveniently so.y many things to his 
children which no one else can say, especially when reminding them of 
the sin of lying, so common with children, or the sin of petty thefts, 
or of disobedience to parents, or of breaking the Sabbath-day. I 
would have the teacher be very particular in mentioning these evils one 
by one; for it is of little avail talking to them about sins in the mass, you 
must take them one by one, just as Dnvid did. First look after fM 
to11,q~: "Keep thJ· tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile." 
Then look after tl,e ,ohol~ co11duct : "Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek pence, and pursue it. 11 If the child's soul is not saved by other 
parts of the teaching, this part may have a beneficial effect upon his 
life, o.nd so far so good. Morality, however, by itself is comparafo·ely 
a sma.ll thing. The best part of what you teach is godli11us. I said 
not, " l'l'l(qio11," but godli11us. Many people are r~ligio11s after a fashion, 
without being godly. Many haYe all the externals of godliness, all 
t~e outside of piety; suoh men we call "religious," but they have ~o 
right thought about God. They think about their plaee of worship, 
their Sundny, their books, but nothing about God. He who does n~t 
1·espect God, pray to God, love God, is an ungodly ma.n, whatevt,r his 
external religion may be. Labour to teaoh the child nlwnys to ho.ve 
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an eye to God ; write on his memory these words, " Thou God see~t 
me." Rid him remember that his every act and thought are under the 
eye of God. No Sunday-school teacher discharges his duty unless he 
constantly lays stress upon the fact that there is a God who notices 
everything that happens. Oh, that we were more godly ourselves, 
that we talked more of godliness, and that we loved godliness better! 

The third lesson is, the evil of sin. If the child does not learn that 
he will never learn the way to Heaven. None of us ever knew what 
a Saviour Christ was till we knew what an evil thing sin was. If the 
Holy Ghost does not teach us the exceeding sinfulness of sin, we shall 
never know the blessedness of salvation, Let us seek His grace, then, 
when we teach, that we may always be able to lay stress upon the 
abominabl!;l nature of sin. "The face of the Lord is again,st them that 
do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth." Do not 
spare your child; let him know what sin leads to. Do not, like some 
people, be afraid of speaking plainly and broadly concerning the con
sequences of sin. I have heard of a father, one of whose sons, a very 
ungodly young man, was taken off in a very sudden manner. The 
father did not, as some would have done, say to his family 
"We hope your brother has gone to Heaven." No; but over 
coming his natural feelings, he was enabled, by Divine grace, to 
assemble his children together, and to say to them, '' My sons and 
daughters, your brother is dead; I fear he is in hell. You knew his 
life and conduct, you saw how he behaved; and now God has snatched 
him a-way in his sins." Then he solemnly told them of the place of 
woe to which he believed, yea, almost. knew he was gone, begging them 
to shun it, and to flee from the wrath to come. Thus he was the means 
of bringing his children to serious thought; but had he acted, as some 
would have done, with tenderness of heart, but not with honesty of 
purpose, and said he hoped his son had gone to Heaven, what would 
the other children have said? "If he is gone to Heaven, there is no 
need for us to fear; we may live as we like," No, no; I hold that it 
is not unchristian to say of some men that they are gone to hell, when 
we have seen that their lives have been hellish lives. But it is asked, 
"Can you judge your fellow-creatures?" No, but I can lcnow _them 
by their fruits. I do not judge them, or condemn them; they Judge 
themselves. I have seen their sins go beforehand to judgment, and I 
do not doubt that they shall follow after. "But may they not be saved 
at the eleventh hour?" I have heard of one who was, but I do not 
know that there ever was another, and I cannot tell that there ever 
will be. Be honest, then, with your children, and teach them, by the 
help of God, that" evil shall slay the wicked." 

But you will not have done half enough unless you teach carefully 
the fourth lesson, -the absolute necessity of a eliange of heart. " The 
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart ; and saveth sue~ 
as be of a contrite spirit." Oh! may God enable us to keep this 
constantly before the minds of the taught, that there must be~ broken 
heart and a contrite spirit, that good works will be of no avail unless 
there be a new nature, that the most arduous duties and the most 
earnest prayerfl will all be as nothing, unless there be a true and 
thorough repentance for sin, and an entire forsaking of sin through 
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the grace and mercy 0£ God! Be sure, whatever you leave out, that 
you teach the children the three R's,-Ruin, Redemption, and Re
generation. Tell the children they are ruined by the Fall, and that 
there is salvation for them only by being redeemed by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, and regenerated by the Holy Spirit. Keep constantly 
before them these vital truths, and then you will have the pleasing 
task of telling them the sweet subject 0£ the closing lesson. 

In the filth place, tell the children of the joy and blessedness of being 
Christians. "The Lord redeemeth the soul of His servants: and none 
of them that trust in Him shall be desolate." I need not tell you how 
to talk about that theme ; for if you know what it is to be a Christian, 
you will never be short of matter. Ah, beloved! when we get on this 
subject, our mind cares not to speak; it would rather revel in its bliss. 
Truly was it said, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered." " Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord 
his trust." Yea., verily, blessed is the man, the woman, the child that 
trusteth in the Lord Jesus Christ, and whose hope is in Him. Always 
lay a stress upon this point,--that the righteous are a blessed people, 
that the chosen family of God, redeemed by blood and saved by 
power, are a blessed people while here below, and that they will be a 
blessed people for ever in Heaven above. Let your children see that 
you belong to that blessed company. If they know you are in trouble, 
if it be possible, come to your class with a smiling face, so that yoUl' 
scholars may be able to say: "Teacher is a blessed man, although he 
is bowed down by his troubles." Always seek to keep a joyous face, 
that your boys and girls may know_ that your religion is a blessed 
reality. Let this be one main point of your teaching, that though 
"many are the afflictions of the righteous," yet "the Lord delivereth 
him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is 
broken. . . . The Lord redeemeth the soul of His servants : and none 
of them that trust in Him shall be desolate." 

Thus have I given you these five lessons; and now, in conclusion, 
let me solemnly say that, with all the instruction you may give to 
your children, you must all of you be deeply conscious that you are 
not capable of doing anything in the securing 0£ the child's salvation, 
but that it is God Himself who, from the first to the last, must effect 
it all. You are simply a pen; God can write with you, but you 
cannot write anything 0£ yourself. You are a sword; God can with 
you slay the child's sin, but you cannot slay it 0£ yourself. Be ye, 
therefore, always mindful of this, that you must be first taught of 
God yourself, and then you must ask God to use you to teach ; for 
unless a higher Teacher than you work with you, and instruct the 
child, the child must perish. It is not your instruction that can save 
the souls of your children; it is the blessing 0£ God the Holy Spirit 
accompanying your labours. May God bless and crown your efforts 
with abundant success! He will surely do so if you are instant in 
prayer, constant in supplication. Never )'et did the earnest teacher 
or preacher" labour in vain in the Lord,'' and often has it been seen 
that bread cast upon the waters has been found after many clays. So 
may it be with all of you, dear friends, for our Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake! Amen. 
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~loudn. 
(AN EXPERIENCE.) 

OUR griefs are like the clouds,-at times so black 
So heavy hanging in the sullen sky, ' 

That only gloom and darkness mark their track 
And dismal grows our fairest destiny. ' 

Our griefs are like the clouds,-yet may it be 
The sun shall shine upon tlu cloud and then 

How wonderful the glorious tracer~ ' 
Displayed in rainbow colours to our ken! 

Our griefs are like the clouds,-inky as night, 
S~adowy a~d fearful, threatening and malign, 

Until God shines upon them with His light, 
And then the colours of the rainbow shine. 

J. R. WAY. 

" ®ur @um ~rn " and their <amork. 
XXXIX.-PASTOR w. J. HARRIS, EASTBOURNE, SUSSEX. 

My friendship with the sub
ject of this sketch dates 

from my school-days. When I 
was a lad of fourteen, I was 
placed under the care of the 
late Rev. S. Borton Brown, B.A., 
at that time pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Romsey, 
Hampshire. Every morning, 
there used to come into the 
school-room, for an hour or two, 
a yo_ung fellow some two or 
three years my senior, who, 
under the guidance of Mr. 
Brown, was preparing for the 
ministry. This young fellow, of 

fair and fragile appearance and with just the suspicion of down upon 
his upper lip, was W. J. HARRIS, now pastor of the Ceylon Place 
Baptist Chure:h, Eastbourne. In those early days of our acquaintance,' 
the few years of difference between us in the matter of age, and the 
glamour that rested upon him because he was "going to College," 
e:aused me to regard him with a good deal of reverential awe. But 
as our ae;quaintance deepened into friendship, this fear of my senior 
gradually diminished ; and to-day, after more than eighteen years 
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havo gone by, I can truly say that, though I fear him leis, I love 
him moro. 

Mr. Harris was born in that old-fashioned, quiet, country town of 
Romsey, and is the youngest of three sons, the children of godly 
parents. I have heard him say, many times, that he owes everything 
under God to the precious, pious influence of his home-life. His 
father, who was only "called home" last year, was indeed "a man 
in Christ," devoted to his Master, and beloved by all who knew him. 
Of him, his son wrote, in a memorial sketch, which was published 
soon after his death :-" There was nothing unmanly in his 
Christianity, nothing of vacillation or compromise in his character, 
nothing flabby or molluscous in his life or service. As a Christian, a 
Nonconformist, and a Baptist, he was never ashamed of his con
victions, and never hesitated to avow them as opportunity offered." 
Concerning the dear mother, much could be written. She is a true 
mother in Israel, and her influence over her boys has not been less 
than that of the father. " I can remember my mother's prayers for 
her boys, and for each one of us by name, as long as I can remember 
anything," is the testimony which her youngest son gives to this 
godly woman's concern for her children. 

That which deepened and intensified the Christian life of the father 
and mother, b.ad its direct influence upon their children. I refer to 
the great religious awakening in this country under Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey in 1874, and the early Conventions for the deepening of the 
spiritual life which were held in the same year,-the first at Broad
lands, Romsey, at that time the home of the Right Hon. Cowper 
Temple, afterwards Lord Mount Temple, and the larger meetings 
convened at Oxford. To these gatherings of believers Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris went, and to each there came a vision of Christ that simply 
transfigured their life. Their pastor, Mr. Borton Brown, accompanied 
them to the Oxford meetings, and to him likewise there came a 
similar blessing, with results most gloriously manifest, for upon his 
return to his work at Romsey such a revival broke out under the 
preaching of the Word, that people wondered what had happened to 
the staid, respectable Baptist Church and its reserved and scholarly 
minister. It was another Pentecost, and the old question, '' What 
meaneth this?" was uppermost in the thoughts of those who were 
strangers to the gracious operations of the blessed Spirit. Why, it 
meant that God had been pleased to hear a simple request for prayer 
which had been sent up at the Oxford meeting,-" that He would 
revive His work in the Baptist Church at Romsey.'' Another request 
sent up at the same meeting by two rejoicing believers,-" that God 
would be pleased to hear the prayers of a Christian father and mother 
for the conversion of their three sons,"-was also heard, albeit the 
full answer did not come at once. 

No, not at once ; for it was not until four years later that the third 
of these much-prayed-for boys was brought to Jesus, Not until the 
summer of 1878 did the grace of God arrest W. J. Harris. A series 
of special services, arranged by his father and other friends connected 
with the Baptist Church, was being held in an auction mart in the 
town, under the leadership of Mr. E. J. Mitchell, now secretary of the 



134 " OUR OWN MEN II A..ND THEIR WORK, 

Scottish Branch of the Evangelization Society. "Willie " Harris 
:passionately fond of music, and no mean singer, was asked to play th~ 
mst~ument, and le~d the singing,_-~ device to catch him by guile. 
Durmg the early mghts of the m1ss1on, he was quite unaffected; but 
on the Thursday evening, after a most impressive address, the preacher 
gave out the hymn,-

" There ie a fountain filled with blood 
Dni:wn from Immanuel'e veins; ' 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains," 

He insisted that none should sing the chorus except such as really 
meant it, and could sing it from the heart. The Spirit of God took 
hold of the young instrumentalist, and made him see that he had 
come to the parting of the ways: either he must sing this hymn and 
mean it, or be silent. And the way the Spirit led, he followed. With
out any enquiry-room or talk with others, he yielded himself to Christ, 
and sang,-

" I do believe, I will believe, 
That Jesus died for me, 

The.t on the cross He shed His blood, 
From sin to set me free," 

He sang it from his heart, the young voice ringing out clear and 
sweet, awakening the harps of Heaven, and filling with the music of 
thanksgiving the hearts of those who had long sought the Lord on 
his behalf. 

The young convert began at once to testify for Christ, first at a 
cottage-meeting, then in the op!'ln-air, and afterwards in the villages 
around, 11.Dd wherever there was an open door, But the mouth-con~ 
feBBion of his newly-found Saviour was not enough; he was obedient 
to the Lord's command, and was baptized by his pastor, Mr. Borton 
Brown, in October of the same year. . 

And now one desire filled the heant of this youth,-indeed, it was 
more than a desire, it was a burning conviction that he was called to 
be a preacher of the gospel. There was no uncertainty about the 
matter. He had heard a voice saying, "Who will go for us? and 
whom shall I send?" and he had responded with all. his soul, "Here 
am I ; send me ! " Nor was there any hesitation as to the College to 
which he should go for training if only the Lord opened the way. In 
his father's house the name of " Spurgeon " was a name with won
drous charm in it. Like John Robertson, of Glasgow, Pastor Harris 
might almost say that he " was brought up on Scotch porridge and 
Spurgeon's Sermons,'' only he would have to substitute something 
more English for the porridge. Soon after his conversion, he came 
across an old volume of the great preacher's Sermons. That book 
became one of the lad's most precious treasures ; it opened up to his 
view a new order of preaching altogether. From the first reading of 
those Sermons, the newly-awakened boy rose with his desire to be a 
preacher deepened; and with this intensified desire, a longing to be 
prepared for his life-work under the influence of the wonderful 
preacher himself, And so it came to pass that the young man, not 
quite eighteen years old, sought admittance to the Pastors' College. 
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His first interview with Mr. Spurgeon was much dreaded, but those 
whose joy it has been to come into perimnal contact with our "Mr. 
Great-heart" know how speedily his genial kindness dispelled all fear. 
,, You are very young," he said to the youthful applicant. True 
enough, but that very afternoon he had been addressing the students 
on .the apostolic injunction, "Let no man despise thy youth," and 
doubtless the memory of his lecture came to the help of the would-be 
student, for after the usual questions had been more or less satisfactorily 
answered, the peerless President said, his eye twinkling the while, 
" Well, we always have had Harrises here, and I suppose we shall be 
harassed by them to the end of the chapter. You can come in with 
the next batch of men. God bless you, and make a man of you ! " 

For three happy years young Harris was a student within the walls 
of the Pastors' College, receiving the distinguished honour of being 
voted to "the Apostles' Bench" before his term was finished. 

In December, 1882, the youthful preacher settled at Spring Hill, 
Birmingham. At that time, Spring Hill was a branch of the Hagley 
Road Church, and the chapel was a plain, humble, factory-looking 
structure. The congregation was not encouraging in point of numbers, 
but the few people who.gathered there for worship received the young 
minister with all their hearts. The blessing of God rested upon the 
effort from the start. A gracious work was done amongst the young 
people ; the congregations increased ; there were numerous baptisms 
and additions to the church ; and it speedily became necessary to see 
about providing a larger building to accommodate the crowds that 
came to hear the gospel. A building • scheme was launched, but the 
people were poor, and many difficulties were in the way. Like many 
another of "Our Own Men," Mr. Harris turned to the beloved 
President in his trouble. Mr. Spurgeon's advice, and, above all, the 
good man's prayer, in which ha talked to God about the difficulties 
of the work as simply and trustfully as a child to his father, sent 
the pastor back to Birmingham with new heart in the enterprise, and 
with the absolute certainty that the project, so dear to him, would be 
accomplished in spite of all obstacles. And so it was. By patience 
and persevering effort, the difficulties were ultimately surmounted ; 
and, in 1886, the new chapel was erected, with sitting accommodation 
for seven hundred people, at a cost of £3,000. But this task, and the 
anxiety connected with the undertaking, proved too much for a man 
of not very robust health. For a little while he continued at his post, 
but in 1888 he was compelled, very reluctantly, to relinquish the work 
he so much loved, and part from the people who loved him so well. 

After a brief rest, he was asked to supply at City Road, Winchester . 
. The church here had been in low water for a long time, and had been 
without a pastor for eight years. Before three months had gone, 
Mr. Harris accepted the unanimous invitation of the people to become 
their pastor. Here, in this cathedral city, he spent four happy, 
fruitful years, - years marked by steady but continuous re-~ival. 
Age.in his health failed, and though he struggled on for a while, a 
sudden collapse precipitated his retirement to e. cottage-home near 
his birthplace, his loving people at Winchester speedily sending after 
him the noble sum of £160 es an expression of their love and esteem. 
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Af~er sixteen months' resting, resuscitating, and rusticating, Mr. 
Harns received and accepted, in the Spring of 1894, the invitation of 
the church at Eastbourne, to the vacant pastorate. In this fashionable 
s£>a-side town, he is winning for himself quite a unique place. His 
minist:y, so spiritual in tone and so earnestly Evangelical in matter, is 
becommg more and more attractive to those residents and visitors who 
delight in the old truths. 

CEYLON PLACE BAPTIST CHAPEL, EASTBOURNE, 

During all the years of his ministry, Mr. Harris has been peculiarly 
favoured in the matter of deacons; he has never had an unpleasant 
church-meeting, he has been particularly happy in his relations with 
his young people, he has always tried to concentrate his aim upon his 
uwn proper work, he has never lost faith in the gospel, and has never 
resorted to worldly dodges to attract the people. He glories in the 
old gospel, and in life and ministry glorifies the Lord of the gospel. 

A. w. LEIGHTON BARKER, 
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" ~bide with mt" 
DY R, SHINDLER. 

THE rear of an army on the march, especially when in retreat, 6ften 
presents a piteous spectacle, and most of all when the day is 

drawing toward a close. The sick and weak are sometimes left benind 
to care for themselves, which means perishing by the sword, by the 
cold, or by famine. Notably was this the case in the retreat of the 
Freneh army from Russia, the horrors of which were almost past 
description. The latter days, too, of many a worn and weary worker 
bear some analogy. One has witnessed many such cases, in both town 
and country, in the course of a long life. The prayer of the disciples 
is well suited to such, as they feel the shades of life's brief day gathering 
about them: "Abide with us; for it is toward evening, and the day is 
far spent." How blank is the day of life without Jesus! and how sad 
and drear life's evening, if His presence cheer not the scene, and soothe 
not the heart ! 

And yet, what multitudes ask not His presence, and do not desire His 
companion!!hip ! What myriads are ignorant of His worth, and even of 
His name, or they repeat it only in formality,or to abuse and blaspheme it! 

Is the reader such an one? If he be, let him blush, and be ashamed ; 
yea, abased before God for such treatment of His beloved Son, whom He 
bas given as a ransom price for lost men; a Redeemer, a Leader, and 
a Commander to the people. Disloyalty, rebellion, ingratitnde, folly, 
perverseness, gross wickedness, are terms all too slight to describe the 
conduct of such sinners. And what about the sin? Stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Then there are, beside the transgression and 
the shame, the fearful and unutterable loss. Oh, the sin and the 
misery of those who turn away from the all-lovely and loving J esns ! 
And those who neglect Him are in almost as bad a case. 

Perhaps, however, it is otherwise with the reader. To him, Christ is 
all-lovely, "the chief among ten thousand,"-

" A sun among ten thousand stars." 

Jesus is precious to his soul, and he wishes to realize more fully and 
constantly His all-delightful presence. Let such remember that their 
love to Christ is the fruit and effect of His love to them. He would 
ne~er have been .precious to you, unless you had been precious to Him. 
"Smee thou wert precious in My sight, thou hast been honourable, and 
I have loved thee.'' The desire of His presence, and the desire to know 
and do His will, prove the sincerity of love. 

To the aged disciples, this appeal seems specially appropriate. They 
have trod the weary ways of life's journey; they have borne the heat 
and burden of the day; they can say,-

" A weary path I've travelled, 
'Mid darkness, storm, and strife, 

Bearing many a burden, 
Contending for my life." 

And now the evening is approaching, or, it may be, is here._ O_h, what 
presence so sweet, so delightful, so needed, so every way sat1sfymg and 
sustaining as the presence of Jesus I His presence fills e,ery empty 
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space, and occupies e,ery vacuum of the soul; His love soothes every 
sorrow; His light cheers the darkening hours; His power supports under 
e,ery load, and sLrengthens for every trial; His grace is sufficient for 
all things and all ti.mes. 

Does He seem to need our constraining appeals and prayers? It is 
that the granting of our request may give us more abundant joy. 

"He went in to tarry with them." There was room for Him in that 
house, and at that table, because there was room. for Him in those 
troubled, bot faithful and longing hearts. 

The Lord grant to every aged, and weary, and suffering on.e, both the 
earnest prayer, "Abide with us," and the precious. answer, '' He went 
in to tarry with them." 

" Tarry with me, 0 my Saviour ! 
For the day is passing by ; 

See ! the shades of evening gather, 
And the night is drawing nigh. 

Tarry with me ! Tarry with me! • 
Pass me not unheeded by. 

Many friends were gathered round me 
In the bright days of the past ; 

But the grave has closed above them, 
.And I linger here the l~st. 

I am lonely ; tarry with me 
Till the dreary night is past. 

Dimmed for me is earthly beauty ; 
Yet the spirit's eye would faiu 

Rest upon Thy lovely features ; . 
Shall I seek, dear Lord, in vain ?. 

Tarry with me, 0 my Saviour ! • 
Let me see Thy smile age.in. 

Dull my ear to earth-born music; : . 
Speak Thou, Lord, in words of cheer ; 

Feeble, tottering my footstep, 
Sinks my heart with sudden fear ; 

Ca&t Thine arms, dear Lord, around me, 
Let me feel Thy presence near. 

Fa.ithful memory paints before me 
~very deed and thought of sin; 

Open Thou the blood-filled fountain, 
Cleanse my guilty soul within. 

Wash me, Thou forgiving Saviour, 
Wash me wholly from my sin. 

Deeper, deeper grow the shadows, 
Paler now the glowing West; , 

Swift the night of death advances, 
Let it be the night of rest; 

Tarry with me, 0 my Saviour! 
Lay my head upon Thy breast. 

Feeble, trembling, fainting, dying, 
Lord, I cast myself on Thee; 

Tarry with me through the darkness; • 
While I sleep, still watch by me 

Till the morning-then awake me, 
Dearest Lord, to dwell with Thee." 
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BY II. T. s., AUTHOR OF "TIIE MARCH OF THE MONTH$,'' &c., &c. 

III.-STORMS AND CALMS. 

WHEN the great winds have quieted down, they are often 
succeeded by a season of morning mist, lifting with the uprising 

sun till nothing intervenes all through the lengthening day between 
the blue sky and fresh fields. Clear, crisp, exhilarating are such days. 
The storms are over ; the air is filled with sunshine, and toned with 
the aromatics of spring growth. To stand then on the bridge spanning 
the fast-flowing river, and to think back to the dark times of drifting 
cloud and sleet, is to realize how great a change has come over things, 
for-

" Like an army defeated, 
The snow has retreated, 
And now doth fare ill 
On the top of the bare hill ; 

The plough-boy is whooping-anon-anon: 
There's joy in the mountains ; 
There's life in the fountains ; 
Small clouds are sailing, 
Blue sky prevailing; 

The rain is over and gone ! " 

Or, may be, when the strong gale has swept the heights, you have 
slid down the slope into some sunny hollow, where only the muffled 
sound ,of the storm has come, or the hiss of the gusts as they 
have gasped by on their fierce race,-so still has been the hollow in 
comparison with the exposed hillside,-calm, low, and sunny, with 
Spring flowers and here and there a. bee. 

Or, once more, perhaps you have stood in a recess of the cliff, and 
watched an angry sea, the sky full of flying scud, with broken gleams 
of sunshine falling on a foaming surge. How safe the ledge of rock, 
high above the advancing waters which have leaped in vain fury, and 
at last,-bafBed,-ebbed, leaving a stretch of smooth brown sand! 

So have we seen the wild storms of sin sink away, the thunder-night 
of passion pass, and the sullen mists of doubt disappear, leaving a 
morning of faith shining brighter unto the perfect day. So, further, 
have we known the gusts of trouble come and go in fitful moanings 
while the soul has sheltered behind Omnipotence as in a quiet resting
place; and so, also, have we seen the surge rise and the breakers of 
death beat, and.strange echoes of the past, like reverberations from 
cavern to cavern, have held the soul in awe, while yet, safe in the 
Rock of Ages, a look of triumph has lit up the eye, and a final song of 
victory has been heard above the billows' roar. 

So was it early on an August morning. Long years of suffering had 
worn the wasted frame well nigh away. With what courage he had 
Worked through many a weary day ! How bright, though gasping for 
breath! How quaintly humorous ! How assiduous as a church-
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offiC'E'r ! To the point in punctuality when hardly able to crawl ; at the 
semces when others were at home with a headache for an excuse, 
beating time to favourite hymns when no longer able to voice the tune'. 
reproving th~ with the quiet reminder,-" Look at me ; " and 
early on an August morning, propped up with pillows, searching in 
the eyes of his friends for relief, reviving and collapsing in turn,-a 
time not to be borne long by either sufferer or speotator,-he asks 
them to sing. How we sing at such times, God only knows. But 
they sang,-

"Jesu, Lover of my soul," 

and the dying man faintly waved his hand in harmony with the tune, 
Then he leaned back, and there was fulfilled for him that choice verse 
in the 107th Psalm,-" So He bringeth them unto their desired 
haven." 

• • 
The pictnre of a schoolboy called to the bedside of an aged saint, 

developes slowly upon the plate of memory. She looks eagerly at the 
lad : stret.ching out her shrivelled hand, she grasps the boy's, and 
whispers earnestly, " My dear, live to Christ ! Live to Christ ! " 
. . . . . A young man sits half asleep in a suburban church, Sud

denly, the preacher cries, "Young man, live to Christ!" Where had 
those words been heard before ? . . . . A dying bed. . , . . The grasp 
of an aged woman's hand. . . ... He has not been living to Christ; 
but he will from henceforth. 

A week pasaee. He is at the Sunday morning service. The preacher 
is Professor Rogers of the Pastors' College. The Lord's supper follows 
th.e aermon. The backslider stays. As the official hands the symbol 
of the New Covenant, a young man, sitting at the end of an unoccupied 
pe..-, ia miMed. A dead weight presses upon his heart; has he missed 
al!'.? Has the L:mi ceased to be gracious ? It ia a dreadful thing to 
haTc tut.ed of Hea.Tenly manna, and then to be forbidden to eat. A 
pr~ of the chill of a cutaway ia upon him. It is 1alutary that 
it !iliould be IO. Sure rec:oD£.-iliation.a spring out of eound recognitions. 
It waa aueh reasoning which made the prodigal arise, and go to his 
f'ath.er. 

Y ea.ra have g(Jll8 hy, and a putor 1ite beside tho bed of a greot 
1d1.c.l.a.r and prfo&l;her. All la.nguagea but one are loat to tho dying 
man,-bu t:y1::& (;iuM;d, hi.a feeble breath Bickering, hi1 white head sunk 
~ in th,t, pillow. Tky try to tell him of hia vi11itor. No response. 
Too lat.E:? Not quite too late. Slowly the glazed eyes take on 
mt:a.ning. Falteringly the hand grope.. He is lifted a little, Then 
tht: youngt:r man takt:11 the feeble hand of hie old friend. F'or a moment 
tht: f:Yl::8 of the prophet of fifty yean fix steadily on him, and those 
word.a brt:ak the &tilln1.:fll!, "My dear brother, preach Obrist ; Chriet 
crw;ifibd ; iwtJ,ing but CJui11t ! " . . . . . Roon after, tho 8011 of mon 
,.;a.w,; Uf".Jll the 11urge, and His 11enant went away with Him, while ho 
111·1,., Lad received 11. thri(;e-,~tmt m0Ssage walked out into the sunshine 
,.Jf 11. HIJ..II.l.llU,r'H dliy, 11.ud 11uw it not hy reason of the glory thot 
1.:v~lleth. 
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One evening, many years ago, a very tall old man, in his shirt
sleeves, with hie hat set bo.ck, and a leathern apron tucked around him, 
strode up the aisle of a village chapel. At the eight of him, his pale
faced wife rushed out of the vestry door. Sitting with his hat on the 
man, maddened with drink, glared at the minister. A hymn was ~ung 
and then the people were dismissed. The intruder, stung by a~ 
awakened conscience, swiftly made his way out. Sobered sufficiently 
to put on a coat, he sought the pastor's house. A walk followed, and 
the two for a long time paced the dark lanes, an October gale swaying 
the trees overhead. The storm sweeping over the man's soul showed 
itself in fierce strides and halts, when he would swing his long arms as 
if to strike his companion. Suddenly standing still, he said, huskily, 
" I had a praying mother forty years ago ; I don't believe I shall 
be lost." 

A few weeks after this, the same two stood in almost the same place. 
The full moon shone out of a clear sky. A gospel service had jllSt 
ended. "By the help of God, sir, the drinking days are over." 
The words came from the old man who had rushed up the aisle. 

Yet again the two met. Changed, and in his right mind, a humble 
baptized believer, the former terror sat beside his friend. "What 
would your wife think if she saw you sitting by the likes of me? " 
"We are all one in Christ Jesus," was the reply. 

Yet once more, much later, these two met. A little room,-a shoe
maker's bench and tools,-a Bible and bradawls on the bench 
together,-a grizzled man in his shirt-sleeves, with a leathern apron 
on,-a pair of horn spectacles pushed up on the iron-grey hair,-a tiny 
window, through which the setting sun shone crimson, covering the 
old man with glory,-a soul beaming through the seamed face as light 
through a stable lantern. " How are you getting along ? " asked the 
visitor. "I have o. little faith, and would not ffive it up for the world," 
said the man who had, once upon a time, with blasphemies, shaken 
hie fist at the lightning. Soon after this, thouight of Nature came on. 
but the star of hope cheered the gloom, till ho saw the s\w.-rise, and 
entered upon the perfect day. 

tjrijing limqs in iunisia. 

THE Medioal Mission hu 1t0ne steadily forward during Jt\llutlry. 26:! 
vieita have been made, 277 nights' lodging have been giveu to poor 

oountry patient!!, and four visits to villar. have beeD reoorded. Ou these 
oooasiona, I have aooompanied three DUwonary brethre11 now stationed. 
here, the Truth being thua more fully tlXplained t\lld enfoNed thtw. fonuerly 
whon I WI\I alone. Thia week, wo had 

A Sl'Bt'IALLY OOllll TlKll 

in a largo oouutry market, a ,V,iJ.-' 11it1t. Wa hir'-"l II uath ..... c,v;: for the ,l,i,y : 
this was soon l:llled with pationh, aml a heart.y gosilt.'l ser,-ioo \TI\S then held. 
with reading, preaohing, aud siuging,-R. C. Morg>\n, 1'"!sq., the Editor of 
The Cliri~ti,111, giving one of the addresses, through 1m iut&pN!ter. 1Jur 
hen.rte woro glad, for suoh a aervioe hi\.'! not beoo l,eU thtmi for ,i,t least " 
111i\1111111i11111. 
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The pleasure, however, is not unmixed, for 

A DITTER PERSECUTION 

has broken out against us, and Monsieur Revoil, the "Resident-Adjoint" 
in Tunis, h&e expressed in the strongest terms his own and the Frenoh 
Government's determination to suppress all missionary work of every kind. 
A press law has been revived, partly, he says, for this very purpose, and we 
are now forbidden to give away or sell a copy of the gospel, even in our own 
houses. 0[1 one missionary a fine has already been in1lioted, and he says 
the next offence will carry imprisonment with it, which he is ready to 
suffer for the sake of the gospel. Two Swedish missionaries have been 
interfered with while selling Scriptures in another town, and two lady
missionaries at Sousse he.ve been summoned on a orimine.1 ohe.rge of selling 
a gospel e.nd giving away a tract ! • 

THE REASONS GIVEN 

are, first, that the murder of Dr. Lee.eh and his family indicated Moslem 
fanaticism age.inst us, though there is no evidence the.~ Moslem religious 
feeling had anything to do with the crime, and e.11 the accused persons in 
prison are said to be Roman Catholic Maltese. The other reason given is 
the fear of a Mohammedan rising, although, even before the Frenc h oc~u
pation, during troublous times, the native government never interfered· with 
the free sale of Scriptures, which has gone on for the last seventy years. 

The r(J(J,l reason, after the late interpellation in the French Chamber 
concerning Algeria is, doubtless, a political one, and to please the Jesuits. 
It seems strange that, in a great free country, hoe.sting of its "liberty, 
eqne.lity, and fraternity," such things as these should be. 

Surely this new trouble is a new 

CALL TO PRAYER 

that the Lord will gre.oionsly make the wrath of man to praise Him, while 
protecting and prospering His own Word and .Work. The difficulty has 
been put before the British Government, but we feel happy about it only as 
we look upwards. "Brethren, pray for us.'' 

Sonsse, Tunisia, North .Airica. T. G. CHURcHEB. 

Jn ~ttmniam-~. 1- jpurgton. 

THE filth anniversary of the "home-going'' of the ever-beloved C. H. 
SPUliGEON was specie.lly celebrated at Brighton, Bexhill, Greenwich, 

and tbe Metropolitan Tabernacle, and also at many other places of which 
we are unable to give particulars owing to le.ck of space. 

TueBday, January 26, was almost entirely devoted to three meetings in 
connection with the "SPUliGEON MEMORIAL" SERMON SOCIETY. In the 
morning, the General Council met at the Y.M.C.A. offices at Brighton, and 
sought to make such arrangements for the future working of the Society as 
seemed to be necessary from its phenomenal growth during the past year. 
The time available did not suffice for the full consideration of the complete 
JJlan of operations, so the Council met again on the following Monday 
morning. As the result of the deliberations, a series of resolutions was 
passed with the object of plwing the Society on a sound financial basis, and 
the following officers, with an Executive Committee of eight Brighton 
ministers and friends, were appointed for the ensuing twelve months:
Pn,MideI.Jt, Mr. Wm. Willett; Tree.surer, Mr. Finnigan; Honorary Secretary, 
l'aMtur J. f:l. Geale; Secretary, Mr. W. Taverner. 
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From the fifth Annual Report, we extre.ct the following fe.cts a.nd figures, 
that our readers ma.y see how greatly the Lord ha.a blessed the work 
hitherto, and also that they may be moved to pray for its continued and 
increased prosperity, and to aid its still further usefulness. Any friends 
desiring information about the Society, or wishing to become distributors 
should write to Mr. W. Taverner, 72, The Drive, Hove, Brighton. ' 

In the home department, there were, up to the time of writing the Report 
563 Branch Secretaries, with 4,695 distributors,-an increase of 2,685 during 
the year. It was stated that cases of conversion a.nd of blessing received 
through reading the Sermons were constantly being reported, and e.s e.n 
evidence of the readers' e.pprecie.tion of Mr. Spurgeon's discourses it we.a 
noted that 17,149 copies he.d been kept and pa.id for in the course of the 
twelve months. In the previous year, the number thus purchased wa.s 
3,600. The Report contained e. grateful reference to the publisher~' " In 
Memoriam" gift of "100,000 Sermons, ready covered a.nd ca.rrie.ge pa.id,'' 
and mentioned the.t, of the million ordered since the last e.nniversa.ry, 
250,000 he.d been received, ma.king 985,345 copies put into stock or into 
circulation since the work was started in July, 1892. There ha.s been a. 
considerable growth in the contributions towards the support of the work ; 
in 1895, only 495 gifts, amounting to £20 3s. ld., were received; but, during 
the past yee.r, 4,686 donors have contributed £129 4s. 6½d., mostly in sme.11 
sums. The kind friend who he.a enabled the Society to reach its present 
height of usefulness has no wish to retain for himself all the blessing which 
the Lord bestows upon generous givers, and it will be a.n encouragement to 
him if many more a.re moved to a.id in the good work. 

Although the principa.l portion of the Society's operations is carried on 
in the United Kingdom, there a.re e.lrea.dy in various British Colonies 
16 Bre.nch Secretaries, with 281 distributors. If sufficient funds were 
forthcoming, the work could be extended to a.11 English-speaking lands. 
This also will be done in due season, if it is the will of the Lord. 

In the afternoon of Je.nue.ry 26, e. large congregation assembled for the 
service conducted by Pe.stor Thomas Spurgeon, in Holland Roe.d Baptist 
Chapel, West Brighton, kindly lent by Pastor De.vid De.vies and his friends. 
The preacher read e.nd expounded 2 Chronicles x.xvi., a.nd selected e.s the 
theme of his discourse verses 7 e.nd 8, e.nd pa.rt of verse 15. In exposition, 
prayer, and sermon, there were many loving and touching allusions to the 
various we.ys in which God "marvellously helped" his dear fe.ther throughout 
the whole of his unique ce.reer. Mr. Taverner gave e. brief report of the 
progress of the Society, a collection we.s made in a.id of its funds, and the 
service we.s appropriately closed with the Doxology a.nd Benediction. 

In the evening, e. still le.rger company of the Sermon-distributors a.nd 
other friends met e.t the Conne.ught Institute, a.t the other end of Brighton, 
for the annue.l public meeting of the Society. The President, Mr. W. Willett, 
presided; Mr. Taverner ree.d the Report; PastorThome.s Spurgeon prayed, 
a.nd then, be.sing his remarks upon 2 Kings xiii. 20, 21, spoke upon 
the subject of "Posthumous Influence" as illustrated in the case of the 
prophet Elisha., e.nd e.lso in the continued usefulness of C. H. Spurgeon's 
Sermons. He ge.ve a remarkable instance of the we.y in which a.n early 
Colonial admirer of his beloved fe.ther had silenced a compe.nyof gainsayers 
by quoting from memory a. passage from the New P,irk Street Pulpit, and 
closed by urging his hearers both to read e.nd circulate the printed 
messages which he.d brought salvation to so many precious souls. Brief 
addresses were e.lso given by Mr. J. W. Harrald, and Pastor F. G. Wheeler 
(Brixton); e.nd a collection was. taken on behe.lf of the Society. 

On Thitr8day evening, January 28, another meeting in connection with the 
"Spurgeon Memorial" Sermon Soqiety was held in conjunction with the 
memorial service e.t the Metropolitan Tabernacle. For about an hour 
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previously, e. meeting for pre.yer, pre.ise, e.nd testimony was held in',the lecture
hsll. under the presidency of Pastor C. B. Sawday. Several of the Sermon
distributors from Brighton and various London Branches of the Society 
reported interesting instances of blessing re.suiting from the reading of 
the prmted message, and much earnest supplication was presented for the 
Lord's approval still to rest on the work. 

Pastor Thomas Spurgeon presided at the meeting in the Tabernacle at 
which there was a large attendance, notwithstanding the severe wi~try 
weather. Prayer was presented by Pastor W. Stott (Battersea Park 
Tabernacle); Pastor C. B. Sawday read Psalm cxv.; addresses were de
livered by Pastors Thomas and Charles Spurgeon, J. B. Figgie, M.A. 
(Brighton), and David Davies (West Brighton); M:r. Taverner gave wme 
particulars of the progress of the Society; a collection was made in aid of 
its funds ; and the Orphanage choir sang appropriate hymns at intervals. 
W ~ ~egret that it is i_mpossible to spare space f<?r e. record of the speeches on 
this important occas10n, but they all bore testimony to the ever-increasing 
usefulness of the pub~ished Sermons. of C. H. Spurgeon, and to the 
influence which he contmues to exert m the church and the world though 
he has been "with the Lord" for the past five years. Ee.eh persor{ present 
at the meeting received from the publishers e. copy of the reduced fac-aimile 
of No. 2,500 in the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit. 

On Lord's-day morning, January 31,-the exact anniversary of the "home
goiog" of his beloved fe.ther,-Pastor Thomas Spurgeon preached at the 
Tabernacle from the words of Stephen concerning Joseph, as recorded in 
Acts vii. 9, "God was with him." The discourse is published by Messrs. 
A. H. Stockwell and Co., 17, Paternoster Row, under the title, "The Secret 
of Success." The service was me.de even more solemn e.nd impressive than 
it would otherwise have been from the fa.et that, during the sermon, one of 
th,;i older members and an earnest worker for Christ, Brother Watkins, passed 
a.way to be" for ever with the Lord." In the evening, the Pastor preached 
from Isaiah xlv. 22,-"Look unto Me, and be ye se.ved,"-the text which, 
on that memorable snowy morning, J e.nue.ry 6, 1850, was blessed to his 
dear father's conversion. 

At South Street Baptist Chapel, Greenwich, Pastor Charles Spurgeon 
preached memori.el sermons, in the morning and evening of January 31, 
from Acts xiii. 22 and xi. 24, and in the afternoon delivered e. special address 
at his Men's Bible-class on " The charms of the Christian life, e.s illustrated 
by the career of my father." A copy of the miniature Sermon, No. 2,500, 
was presented to ea.eh worshipper e.t the evening service. 

As the whole of the work a.t Beulah Baptist Chapel, Bexhill-on-See., is in 
e. very special sense e. memorial of the beloved C. H. Spurgeon, it was felt 
that there could not be e. more appropriate see.son for the formation of the 
new church than the anniversary of his translation to the church triumphant. 
Accordingly, at the close of the evening service, which was conducted by 
Mr. Harrald, Pastor J. S. Hockey read the names of the nine friends whom 
he had be.ptized e.t Bexhill upon profession of their faith in Christ, and of 
the thirty-one brethren and sisters who had been transferred from various 
Baptist churches. The ne'Y' me~bers rose to signify their a.pp~oval _of the 
Manual of Faith and Practice which had been drawn up for their guide.nee, 
and in the course of e. brief address Mr. Harrald gave them as e. motto,-" The 
Lord bath been mindful of us: He will bless us." The service was brought 
to a fitting conclusion with the observe.nee of the Lord's supper. 
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~he ~nbcrnadc innual ~hurtg-meeting. 

ANOTHER of these memorable e.nnue.1 gatherings we.s held at the Metro• 
polite.n Te.berne.cle, on Wednesday evening, February 10, and from 

beginning to end we.s characterized by perfect unanimity e.nd the utmost 
enthusiasm. Such e. demonstration of the love e.nd loyalty of his great flock 
must have tended to cheer the heart of PASTOR THOMAS SPURGEO:-., and to 
l:ielp him still to bear the heavy burden of service and responsibility which 
must be the portion of the man who is called to occupy his honourable position. 

Severe.I hundreds of the members met for tea in the lecture-hall e.nd 
school-room, e.nd they were afterwards joined by many others who could not 
be present e.t the earlier hour. The Pastor presided, and opened the meeting 
with prayer, after which Elder J. T. Dunn read the following summary of 
statistics for the pa.et year :-Increaee,-by baptism, 140; by transfer from 
other churches, 52 ; by profession, having been previously baptized, 25 ; 
making a total increase of ~I 7: decrease,-by transfer to other churches, 
171; by joining other churches without letters of transfer, 70; names 
removed for non-attendance, 115; for conduct inconsistent with their 
profession, 7 ; withdrawn e.t their own request, 5 ; emigrated, 2 ; 
deaths, 69; me.king a total decrease of 439, and leaving e. net decrease of 
222. The present number of members is 4,487. Connected with the church, 
there are 19 missions, with sittings for 3,425 persons, and 27 Sunday-schools 
11,lld Ragged-schools, with 693 teachers e.nd 8,830 scholars. 

Commenting on the statistics, the Pastor said that he would have been 
glad if there had been a net increase of 222 instead of a decrease, but it 
must not be forgotten that there were circumstances which had very con
siderably affected the membership. First, there had been a very necessary 
11,lld constant revision of the list. Next, the population around the Taber
nacle is continue.Uy shifting, and the suburbs are growing at the expense of 
the town. Even the late beloved Pastor, towards the latter part of his 
lionoured life, began to recognize the difficulty of maintaining the church
roll at its highest point. Especially when we remember all that has 
lie.ppened during the last five years, the Pastor thought we had great cause 
~o thank God that so many had joined the church, and that the lee-way was 
considerably less than that which they had to mourn twelve months ago. It 
we.a also a matter for special encouragement that, lately, there had been 
more testimonies of direct and immediate blessing upon the preaching of the 
:Word, the t~~ching i°: the Sunday-school, and the work of the various 
mstrumentalities, than m e.ny portion of the present pastorate. 

The Pastor then referred to the various departments of the church's 
service which were afterwards to come up for consideration, and expressed 
his intense gratitude for the help which had been rendered to him during the 
year by Brother Sawday. He also said he thought it was a proof of the 
continued liberality of the Tabernacle folk that, during the past year, they 
bad raised for all purposes, exclusive of home and foreign mission work, 
£5,166 l5s, 6d., and as the Tree.surer would presently tell them, they had 
a bal~nce in hand on every fund. 

This was the next item of business, and Mr. Thomas H. Olney, in pre
senting his four bale.nee-sheets, specially mentioned that the satisfactory 
state of the accounts was largely due to the generous grants from the 
Pe.sto(s Birthday Fund, whereupon the Pastor said he begged to give notice 
t~at, 1£ the Lord spared him till another birthday, he should have another 
Birthday Fund, and if they gave him £358 15s. when he was forty years old, 
what would they not give him when he was forty-one ? 

Mr_. Olney having been most heartily thanked for his past services, and 
unammously re-elected as Tree.surer, the following resolution was moved by 
Deacon Wm. Olney, seconded by Elder Thos. Cox, supported by the Pastor, 
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and carried with absolute unanimity and every expression of joy and 
thankfulness:-

'' Resolved that we, as a church, record our grateful appreciation of the 
services of Pastor C. B. Sawday during the past twelve months, that we 
~k~owled_ge with thanksgiving to God our brother's usefulness, espeoially 
in hghtenmg the labours of our beloved Pastor, Thomas Spurgeon, and in 
releasing him for other duties, and that, knowing it is the Pastor's wish to
retain the services of our dear brother, Mr. Sawday, we do now cordially 
invite him to accept the assistant-pastorate, and promise him our affectionate 
&nd pr&yerful support." 

Mr. Sawday bad a most cheering reoeption on his return from the 
Pastor's vestry, where he had awaited the church's decision. In accepting
the invitation which had been given to him, he told the members that while 
he had been in the vestry, he had been looking at the portraits of Be~jamin 
Keach, Dr. Gill, Dr. Rippon, and his College tutors, and he related what each, 
of them seemed to say to him. The vast assembly was greatly moved by 
Mr. Sawday's closing sentences:-" When I turned to the bust of the late 
dear Pastor, I could almost see a smile on the fe.ce ; and as I looked up to 
that glorious portrait of my honoured friend as he was in his later years, I 
t.ell you, dear friends, that a voice seemed to say to me, ' If the members of 
my church should ask you to serve them in any sphere, do your best. Stand 
by my son if you can be a comfort and a help to him.' The late dear Pastor 
seemed to say to me what he once said in a letter, • You live in the very 
centre of my heart,' and I felt that there was no message from him but one 
of encouragement to do my best, under God, if you, and your officers, and 
your Pastor should say to me, ' Stay on, and do what you can for the 
furtherance of the work of the Lord at the Tabernacle.' " 

Next came the election of Brother Joshua J. Cook (the son of a former 
Tabernacle dee.con) to the diaconate, and then the reading of the College 
accounts, and the passing of the resolution pledging the church to its con
tinued and increased support,-the members unanimously and heartily fol
lowing the lead of their officers in both matters. The Pastor made appro
priate reference to the unavoidable absence of Deacons Stiff and Payne, and 
Elders Ward, Atherton, Harden, and Cockrell; and then announced that, 
during the first week in March, special services would be held, with a view to· 
the in gathering of the unsaved, commencing at half-past seven each evening, 
and that, at leaet for a time, the week-night service would begin at that 
hour, as so ma.ny friends appeared to be unable to get to the Tabernacle by 
seven o'clock. 

The Doxology and Benediction brought to a happy conclusion a mee~ing 
that is worthy to take its place among the many notable annual gathenngs
in the past hi.story of the Tabernacle Church. 

&Ill" Boolr renewed or adnrU■ed In thl1 Magazine wlll be forwarded by 1111ea1rs. Pa11more 
and &laba1ter on receipt of Postal Order for the published prlae. 

The l{atio'flai Temperance League's 
.A r.nual for 1897, edited by ROBERT 
RAE, and published at 33, Paternoster 
Row, has for its frontispiece a capital 
portrait of Archbi~hop Temple, the 
President of the National Temperance 
League. The pages of this admirable 
.A.zmual !l.nd Manual are crowded with 
inforu.11,.tion concerning the doings of 

drink and the P:fforts that are being 
put forth to overthrow the evil. Oh, 
that they might be speedily successful l 

Mr. Bullock is issuing, from" Home 
Words " office, 7, Paternoster Square, 
at h. 6d., a new and revised edition of 
The Q-ueen's Resolve, and Iler "Doubly 
Royal" Reign, of which 150,000 copies-
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were oiroul11ted in the Jubilee Year. 
The volume has been brought down 
to date, and will, doubtless, have 11 

still larger eale in view of the ap
proaching celebration of the " Record 
Reign." . 

The Morning Star. Yearly Volume. 
Haddon and Co. 

WITHOUT adopting every opinion of 
our spirited contemporary, we heart
ily welcome the third yearly volume 
of its issue. Its emphasis lies ma.inly 
on the doctrine of our Lord's secowi 
coming, and on the conversion of the 
J ewe, whilst other topics are not 
entirely overlooked. Those who de
sire special information e.nd study on 
these themes could not do better than 
read this well-edited monthly. 

Messrs. Nelson and Sons have sent 
us five more books which will all help 
to me.inta.in their high reputation in 
the publishing world. 

First comes II substantial 3s. 6d. 
volume of 420 pe.ges,-Women who 
Win, by WILLIAM M. THAYER, which 
is intended e.s II companion to the 
work recently reviewed,- Men who 
Win,-but is, apparently, free from 
the blunders to which we were obliged 
to cell attention in our notice of that 
work. 

Another book at the same price,
Wonderland; or, Curiosities of Nature 
and Art, by Woon SMITH, will be e. 
great tree.sure to the boy or girl who 
may be privileged to possess it. The 
list of illustrations occupies two whole 
pages in double columns, and the 
wonders of almost every land and 
ocee.n are charmingly depicted both 
by pen and pencil. Brighton's new 
"Railway in the See.'' is mentioned 
among the curiosities of Art. 

Half-a-crown will purchase FRED. 
WHIBHAW's stirring story, Sons of 
Freedom; or, the Fugitives from Siberia; 
for two shillings, one can obtain Miss 
M:. DouoLAs's spirited narrative, 
Across Greenland's Ice Fields, a record 
of the adventures of N ansen and 
Peary on the Great Ice-Cap ; and for 
e. shilling, we can buy A. FRAZER 
ROBERTSON'S book for boys and girls, 
!iJarly Years of some Noble Lives, which 
1B really an admirable outline of the 

principal events in the careers of 
George Washington, General Gordon, 
Elizabeth Fry, Lord Shaftesbury, 
David Livingstone, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, and six other celebrities. 

Thomas Chalmers. By W. G. BLAIKIE, 
LL.D. Oliphant, Anderson, and 
Ferrier. 

ANOTHER pithy volume of the ea.pit.al 
" Famous Scots " Series. It is writ
ten with wide knowledge, much 
insight, deep sympathy, and great 
literary skill. Chalmers for many 
years was seen in the blazing light of 
a great publicity ; but to the present 
generation he is little more than a. 
name. This volume, with its mingled 
accuracy and freshness, should make 
them know and admire this colossal 
thinker, preacher, and servant of 
Jesus Christ. We believe it will 

A Young Congo Missionary. 
rials of Dr. S. R. Webb. 
BROCK. H. R. Allenson. 

Memo
By WM. 

A CHASTE tribute to an inspinng 
young life. Dr. Webb was a splendid 
specimen of the sturdy, robust type of 
Christian that is none too common, 
and whose early death seems so sad e. 
loss to the whole Uhristia.n Ch=ch. 
The lad, the Christian, the student, 
the missionary, are set forth in brief
est outline only ; but the likeness is a. 
living one, drawn with the insight of 
sympathetic and admiring love. It 
ought to have II place in every home 
bookcase, and in every Sunday-school 
library. 

The Apocatastasis; or, Restitution of 
all things. By S. W. KoELLE, 
Dr.Pb. Elliot Stock. 

A HASH of the old fallacies that bolster 
up the delusion of universal salvation, 
even after death. It reveals a more 
God - dishonouring purgatory that>. 
even Rome's ghastly fiction, snd will 
only evoke the indignation of all who 
love the Son of God, who prize His 
sacrifice for sin, and who believe His 
wooings of entreating love, but also 
His words of earnest warning. 
'' Po-ison in pretentious form, but none 
the less poison," is our label for it : 
need we say more ? 
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The Gross in Jlfodern Life. By Rev, 
J. G. GREENIIOUGH, M.A. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

lT would require a lengthened notioe 
to do justice to this volume of ser
mons. With the literary form, we 
should suppose that even the man of 
culture would be satisfied ; and there 
can be no doubt that the pre11.cher has 
aimed, both in form and subste.nce, at 
reaching his highest ideal. At the 
same time, there is a vein of optimism 
running all through this volume 
which is not borne out by human 
nature, or by facts, or by the trend of 
the times, or by the true significa.nce 
of the Cross of Christ itself. We 
differ from the author in the belief 
that '' the Cross is slowly drawing the 
whole world to it" {p. 22); and also 
in the conviction that Christ "makes 
me.n another creature, an infinitely 
improvable creature, an infinitely 
lovable being, because there is always 
something in him Divine'' (p. 29). To 
us, the chief lesson of the Cross is 
that man, with all that he has of pomp, 
and glory, and lovableness, should go 
down with Christ to the place of 
death, and there die, as having no 
good in himself, 11.Ild out of death, 
through crucifixion with Christ, rise 
in a new life as a member now of a 
new creation. We do not believe that, 
by a natural process, " the offence of 
the cross " will cease ; or that there is 
any sign of a change in popular 
feeling in this matter, whatever op
timists may allege, since the day the 
Holy One and the Just was delivered 
over by Pilate to be crucified. 

The Clue to the Ages. By ERNEST 
JUDSON PAGE. Baptist Tract and 
Book Society. 

A POWERFUL and scholarly exposure 
of the fallacy of Evolution. It is 
written in a reverent spirit, and dis
plays a singular mastery of the bee.r
ings of Darwinism, not only as they 
affect scientific belief, but also Church 
History, Medireve.lism, and the pre
sent '' parting of the ways." Having 
read this book throughout, we have 
no hesitation in commending it as 
emirn-mtly suited to the thoughtful 
minds of our times. It is undoubtedly 

original,-the work, not of a novioe 
but of. a master-;mind. In our jud~ 
ment, its value hes, not so much in 
the author's own theory of Creation 
88 in the conclusive demolition o.f th~ 
evolutionary hypothesis, and the 
many profound applications of the 
argument on this; the destruotive 
side. In this respect, we confess to 
great indebtedness to Mr. Page, both 
88 regards deepened vision and en
largement of view : and while we 
fail to see the special advantage of 
".Creation by Princip}e" as disting
wshed from " Creation by Special 
Act," we yet heartily acknowledge 
the exceptional value of the contri
bution the author has given to 
scientific, theological, e.nd historical 
enquiry. In brief, this work contains 
so much that is edifying and effective, 
-that needed saying, and had not 
before been said,-that we hope many 
editions may be called for ; the more 
so because, in its present form, it is 
but a part of a greater whole that as 
yet is only vaguely shadowed forth. 

The Old Faith or the New. WMch.? 
Teachings from the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. By C. E. STUART. Marl
borough and Co. 

EXCELLENT in aim and design, and 
successful in e.ccomplishment. With
out straining after novelties or start
ling statements, the writer brings out 
many points of lucid and beautiful 
teaching, showing the supreme excel
lence of the character and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Scholarly and 
reverent, thoughtful and attractive, it 
has a. place of its own as a. short 
handbook to this majestic Epistle. 

Immortality. By Rev. I. HARTILL, 
Ph.D. Alexander and Shepheard. 

AJ:I admirable and very successful 
endeavour to show how man's immor
tality is witnessed to by nature, 
by science, and pre-eminently by the 
revealed Word of God. The author 
is clear in his statements, fair in his 
arguments and conclusions, and bases 
all upon a firm belief in the inspired 
Scriptures. Wherever materialism 
has wrought its destructive work, this 
modest but excellent and able little 
book will prove a fine antidote. 
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Gospel Pi'.cl!tres rind Story Sermons 
for Children. By D. W. WIIITTLE. 
Morgan and Scott. 

THESE are not so successful as 
sermons for children as we could 
desire. They are unbearably •long, 
and too elaborate for most of the 
bairns. Ee.eh of them might well be 
split into four sections, e.nd then prove 
enough for the listening powers of 
the average boy or girl. A shrewd 
teacher, or e. pastor accustomed to 
speak to the young, will find much 
material here; but in its present 
form we fee.r it would rather weary 
the.n delight the juveniles. Perhaps 
American boys and girls are equal to 
this huge series of meals, but the 
slower and old - fashioned British 
youngster likes his mental food in 
smaller portions, e.nd easier of diges
tion. 

Digging Ditches, and other Sermons to 
Boys and Girls. By Rev. F. B. 
CoWL. Charles H. Kelly. 

AN admire.ble series of addresses; just 
the sort to brighten the eyes of the 
girls and boys who listen to them. 
Some of the stories are venerable with 
age, but they me.y be new to the 
present generation of juveniles, e.nd 
many of the incidents we he.ve not 
met with elsewhere. "Apples of 
Gold" -the bee.ding of one of the 
addresses,-would he.ve been a far 
more telling and appropriate title for 
the volume. 

Clean Hands, and other .Addresses to 
Children. By Rev. J. T. LEVENS, 
M.A. Elliot Stock. 

"!.F the next generation is not a great 
unprovement on the present one, it 
will not be for le.ck of instructors. It 
is e. hopeful sign the.t so much atten
tion is being given to the religious 
teaching of the young, e.s it proves 
that the Church is not unmindful of 
her Lord's commission to feed the 
!e.mbs. Though not reaching our 
ideal of whe.t children's addresses 
should be, me.ny in this collection e.re 
of e. high order, and both interesting 
and suggestive. Christian parents 
who wish to have something to read 
to their little ones on Sunday evenings' 

will find these talks very suitable for 
this purpose, and those who conduct 
Young People's Meetings will do well 
to secure the volume if its price 
(3s. 6d.) is not more than they can 
afford. 

A Bag with Holes, and other Addre.9.9es 
to Children. By J. AITCHISON. 
Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier. 

A GOOD volume of an admirable 
series. The addresses a.re short, 
sunny, and sparkling with life ; just 
the sort to make the boys and girls 
listen with flashing eyes and eager 
interest. To ministers who regularly 
talk to the bairns in the Sabbath 
service, and to superintendents who 
give occasional addresses, this 
excellent volume will be of great 
value. No better gift could be 
bestowed upon tli.e many workers 
among the young. 

Sunday School Lessons; and Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth. By 
Dr. E.W. BULLINGER,." Eyre and 
Spottiswoode. 

THE first of these pamphlets consists 
of a. series of outline Sunday-school 
Lessons, which will be useful for en
larging into addresses either for the 
School or Young People's Societies. 
The second is an address given at 
Mildmay, and contains many good and 
gracious thoughts upon the important 
theme of which it treats. 

" Alive from the Dead." By GEo. 
GOODMAN, Children's Specie.I Ser
vice Mission. 

THE sub-title of this booklet," Earnest 
words for young people who have 
recently turned to the Lord Jesus," is 
a true description of its contents. It 
will be very helpful to young believers. 

Helps in Bible Reading. By W. S. 
Alfred Holness. 

WHEN they are such "helps" as this 
useful booklet is, we cannot have too 
many of them. Each of the Books of 
the Bible has its special features here 
indicated in a manner which should 
enable the reader to understand every 
Book by itself, and also as a part of the 
complete revelation of the will of God. 
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Effie's ,Tourney. A story of Home, 
School, and Dreamland. By W. C. M. 
George Stoneman. 

A TIRY fanciful dream of Heaven • 
its one recommendation is that it 
clearly reveals that nothing but the 
blood of Jesus can wash away the 
stains of sin. 

A History of Lay-Preachi:n_g in the 
Christian Church. By J. TELFORD, 
B.A. C. H. Kelly. 

A ,AST subject put into a very com
pact little book, but not mutilated in 
the process. Some of the incidents 
here related a.re ludicrous, others 
heroic, and all pertinent to the theme. 
The decline of capable lay-preaching 
in many branches of the Church is a 
serious omen for the future ; and if 
this treatise should lead to renewed 
interest in it, and a revived practice of 
it, it will have rendered valuable ser
vice. The Divinely-ordained preacher, 
whether recognized bv man or not, 

has always had an important plaoe
a.mong the forces of light arrayed 
against the powers of darkneee. 

Hours with the Bible. St. Peter to Rev
elation. By CUNNINGHAM 0EIKIE 
D.D. Longma.ns, Green and Co. • 

Trus is the closing volume of a 
delightful reprint of a splendid work. 
All the careful study e.nd toil that 
made Dr. Geikie's Life of Ghrist so 
valued by ministers and students, are 
here, and a reverent spirit of love to
the Divine Lord, which crowns and 
glorifies the mere expositor's faculties. 
It is a book that does not para.de, but 
nevertheless reveals to every thought
ful reader, the careful and conscien
tious diligence and ripe information of 
the author. If the previous volumes. 
which we have not received for review 
as yet, a.re as good as this one, the 
whole work is of the greatest worth. 
We quite believe it is, since the last 
volume is of such high quality. 

A series of special evangelistic services will 
(D.V.) be held at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, from February 28 to Marchi, 
conducted by Pa.stors Thomas Spurgeon and 
C._ B. Sawday. Mr. Mayers, Mr. Chamber
lain, and Madame Annie Rya.11 will sing 
sacred solos. All who have unconverted 
relatives or friends are earnestly invited to 
bring them to the meetings, and believers 
everywhere are entreated to plead for an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon every 
gathering. The Pa.etor, though feeling 
personally weary and worn through 
incesa.ant and arduoUll service, believes that 
the set time to favour Zion ha.s come, and 
that various indications prove that the Lord 

a.llytha.nked at the close of his lecture. Pa.stor
e. B. Sawda.y occupied the chair; and at th& 
close of the meeting 19 persons signed th& 
Temperance pledge, and 16 were enrolled as 
members of the Society. The future of the 
work appears. very promising, for, after 
being inaugurated only three months, close 
upon 100 members have been enrolled, and 
over 150 pledges ta.ken. For the next two 

1 

months, meetings have been arranged as 
• follows:-

is ready e.nd waiting to bestow a. great 
blessing upon the church at the Tabernacle. 

We have devoted so much space, in the 
earlier portion of the Magazine, to reports 
of the special meetings held at the 
Tabernacle during the pa.et month, that we 
have room only for a. brief" Note" on one 
other gathering. 

On lf',:dnesday evening, February 3, THE 
"JOH~ PLOuGHMAN" GoBPEL TEMPERANCE 
SocrETY held its monthly meeting, when our 
old and beloved friend, Pastor Wm. Stott, i 
delivered his interesting and forcible lecture 
entitled, " Outside Signe and Inside , 
Customs." Although the night was very ' 
wet, thne was a large audience in the 
Taberuucle lecture-hall,and the lecturer was 
heartily welcomed on his arrival, and cordi-

Ma.rch 10. Mr. Charlesworth and the 
American Choir. 

April 7. Limelight lecture by Ra.wei th& 
native Maori evangelist, Pa.stor Thomas 
Spurgeon in the chair. 

On Wednesday evening, February 17, an 
interesting missionary meeting wa.s held at 
HADDON HALL, BEBMONDSEY. Cheques for 
£90 were handed to Rev. J. B. Myers for 
the Baptist Missionary Society £70 being 
the twelve months' proceeds of lhe Haddon 
Ha.II "Penny-a-week Auxiliary to the 
B.M.S.," and £20 being a. donation from 
the Sunday-school missionary collections. 
The total affords an illustration of the 
power of the pence. Three hundred people 
were present, and an interesting address 
was delivered by Rev. T. R. Edwards, home 
from India. A choir of Stockwell Or
phanage boys sang their new American 
pieces, and a cheque for £7 was handed to 
Mr. Charlesworth, as a donation for the Or
phanage, from Haddon Ha.II Sunday-school. 
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COLLE0E.-Mr. E. T. Beokett1 who has 
been etudent-po.ator at Aecot dunng po.rt of 
his College course, he.e eettled at Bildeston, 
Suffolk. 

The following brethren have removed, or 
will shortly do eo :-Mr. W.·C. Minifie, from 
Bournemouth to Zion Chapel, Bradford; Mr. 
s. Pilling, F.G.S., formerly of Blackpool, 
to Se.ndown, Isle of Wight; and Mr. Cf. W. 
Townsend, from Jemeey, to the Second 
Be.ptiBt Church,Ce.mbridge, Queen's County, 
New Brunswick, Ca.na.da.. 

Jn memoriam.-Another member of our 
College fra.temity, Pastor R. T. Lewis, of 
Kislingbury, he.a been "ca.lled home." For 
ma.ny monthe he ha.d been mentally in
ca.pacita.ted for minieteria.l work, ao tha.t it 
was indeed II e. ha.ppy release" when, on 
January 27, the Lord took him to the la.nd 
where II the inhabitant eha.ll not say, I am 
sick." We sincerely eympathize with our 
brother'• widow, a.nd witil all who are left 
to mourn his loss. 

Since the a.hove pe.ragra.ph we.s in type, 
news bas reached us of the "home-going " 
of yet a.not her of our brethren, Pasto,· Ja mes 
Smith, of Tunbridge Wells, whose portrait, 

with e. sketch of his life and work, appeared 
in The Sword and the 1'rowel for Auguat, 
1895. He is a. brother who will be greatly 
missed from the important sphere which he 
has so well filled since 1881, e.nd ma.ny in 
his previous pastorates at Burwell, Red Hill, 
Haddenham, and Leeds, will continue to 
th!-nk of him with loving remembrance of his 
faithful service. Ma.y his bereaved widow, 
and family, and church be all graciously 
sustained by Him who is the Comforter ! 

Conference.-The London brethren mete.t 
the College on F1·iday evening, February 19, 
to make arrangements for the next Annua.l 
Coi:iference of the Pastors' College Evan-

T
gelical Association, the President, Pastor 

home.a Spurgeon, presiding. The date 
fixed for this year's meetings is May 3-7, 
~a~ is, the week following the Be.ptiBt 
union meetings. 

OnPHANAOE.-We have received from 
Mra. Je,mee Wither• the sixteenth Annual 
Report of the Ree.ding Workinll,' Party for 
the Stockwell Orphanage, a.nd are glad to 
note that, as the result of the work of the 
la.dies, and the subscriptions, 427 ll,'arments 
have been eent to the Institution during the 
yea.r. With grea.t perseverance, the frieuds 
a.t Rea.ding have all these yean continued 
their lovillg care of the orphans, and they 
ma.y reet assured that their efforts are 
heartily appreciated at Stockwell, and not 
forgotten by '' the Father of the fa.ther
leea." 

The forthcoming number of Th, Or
phanage Quarterty will contain a full-page 
illustration of the matrons and girls now 
occupying II The Ree.ding House'' a.t Stock• 
well, together with a copy of the inscription 
on the memorial atone laid on October 4, 
1880, by George Palmer, Esq., M.P., one 
of the most generous benefactors of the 
Institution. 

Mr. Charlesworth has commenced in the 
Quarterly an interesting narrative of hi& 
American tour with the Orphanage choir, 
the first chapter closing with the landing at 
New York. He a.lso gives particulars of 
the illness, death, and funeral of one of the 
orphan girls,-Ethel Page, who passed a.way 
on January 19. 

Ae so many notable events are being 
arranged for next June, friends may be glad 
to have early intimation that the Annual 
Featival will (D.V.) be held on Thursday, 
June 17. 

COLPOBTAGE.-We are pleased to be able 
to state that a.n application has been made 
by Pastor W. D. Guy, of Great Staughton, 
St. N eots, for a colporteur, thus opening up 
another DiBtrict. We trust that a.ll in that 
neighbourhood who are interested in the 
Colportage Association will do their utmost 
to support the new worker, and that he may 
be the means of great blessing in the sur
rounding villages. 

Another cheering item of news is tha.t a 
kind friend has me.de us a further grant, 
for four consecutive weeks, of our dear 
President, Pastor Thomas Spurgeon'• new 
issue of sermons, thus giving them a fair 
circulation in all our Districts. We are 
looking for a large increase in the orders 
for them as a reward for our friend's 
generosity. 

We a.re sorry to note that one of our men 
has been obliged to resign on account of 
ill-health, but hope even this trial may be 
overruled for good, through the Lord's 
blessing upon his successor, who will prob
ably be appointed soon. Friends who look 
at the list of receipts will notice that our 
General Fund is very low this month. 

All communications and contribi.:tions 
should be addressed to "Secretary," Col
portage Association, Temple Street. Lon
don, S.E. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle:
Februa1·y 4, eleven ; at Haddon Hall, two. 
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jastorn' <!loltcgc, cJtetl'opolitim ~aher1mdt. 
Statement of Receipta fro,n January 15th to February 14th, 1897, 

£ •· d. 
From the estate of the lo.te Mr. J. 

Kidd (on aoconnt) ... 1000 C (l 
MrB. H. Keevil ... ... ... . . . 10 0 0 
An afflicted mi!lBiona.ey in India., per 

Pastor T. Spurgeon ... "" ... 
r.._stor w. o. Minifle ... • .. 
c. •ntribution frol'll Queen's Roe.d Bo.p

tist Church, Wimbledon, per Pastor 
C. Ingrem ... ... ... . .. 

lllissJephs ... ... ... ... ... 
Dale.nee of legacy, estate of la,te Mr. 

A. E. Cochrane . .. .. . ... ... 
•• A friend at Southwell," per Pastor 

J. H. Plnmbridge ... ... ... 
Contribution from the Monday night 

prayer-meeting at Mansion House 
Mission, per Pastor G. W. Linnecar 

Thankoff'ering for President's visit to 
Morice Square Baptist Cbe.pel, 
Devonport, per Pastor A. A. Harmer 

I! Corinthia.us v. S, per P88tor I'. 
Spurgeon -• ... ... ... ... 

lllr. W. Mould (in memoriam, C. H. B.) 
Tba.nkoffering for President's visit to 

Bscup Baptist Chapel, per Pastor 
T. B. Field 

Mrs. S. Perry ... 
Bev. B. J. Beecliff... ... . .. .. . 
Collection from Irwell Tem,,ce Baptist 

Chapel, Be.cnp, per Pastor T. B. 
Field 

l 2 0 
1 1 0 

2 0 0 
1 0 0 

28 16 6 

0 10 0 

0 12 6 

2 8 0 

l 0 0 
1 1 0 

2 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 

1 0 0 

:Mr. Levi Haigh ... ... ... . .. 
1111'1!. Raybould ... ... ... • .. 
Miss O. S. Hooper ... . .. .. . ... 
Contribution from Stoke Green Chapel, 

Ipswich, per Pastor R. E Will is ... 
Contribution from Cottage Green 

Baptist Church, C&mberwo11 ... .. . 
Mrs. Hooker ... ... ... .. . 
Miss Tolmie... ... ... .. . .. . 
Dividend from the estate of the late 

Rev. Thos. King... ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. Connold (in memory of C. H. S.) 
Mr. W. Donaldson 
Mr. W. Pitcher 
A.member ... ... ... ... 
Proceeds of President's lecture at 

£ s. d. 
0 10 O 
l 1 0 
1 l O 

9 0 

l 0 
0 2 8 
0 10 O 

6 19 2 
2 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 l 0 
1 6 0 

Toxteth Tabernacle, Liverpool . .. 20 O o 
Contribution from Toxteth T:.bernacle 

Church, Liverpool, per Pastor S. J. 
Jonee ... ... ... ... ... 3 11 6 
Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab.:-

Jan. 17 16 14 2 
24 4 18 6 

F~b. 
3i ~ g ~ 

.,1' 21160 
--- 113 811 

£1,188 17 6 

§ast.ors' ~ollege ~issionarJJ; ~!Hrndation. 
Statement of Receipts from January 15th to February 14th, 1897. 

Hr. E. Eiliaon 
H.McS. ... ... ... ... . .. 
:Metropolitan Tabernacle Snnde.y-•cbool 

Missi.OD.11.l'Y Union, per Mr. T. H. 
Olney ... 

Miss Gnthrie 

£ •· d. 
l O 0 
0 6 0 

6 0 0 
1 0 0 

Mrs. Hockey's Bible-class, Bexhill 
Mr. a.nd Mrs. W .... 
"Harriett" 

£ •· d. 
0 14 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 

£9 2 8 

jpurgeons' @rphan jome, j;toclnuelt @rphanagt. 
Statement of Reeeipta f,·om January l5tl, to February 15th, 1897. 

Mr. S. H. Perriam ... 
Mr. R. M. Boo:ile ... 
Mr. E. Joscelyne ... 
Miss A. Taylor ... ... ... • .. 
Two friends at Foots Cray, per Pastor 

E. A. Tydeman .. . 
Mr. D. T. Davies .. . 
Mrs. M. Derr}' 
Mrs. G. Fairfield ... ... . .. 
Ma.skr S. E. and Miss F. Mills ... 
~lr. J. Cai.us ... 
Messrs. G. Bonrick & Sons 
•' From the man in the Moors" 
_\lrs. E. Stainec 
:\lrs. J efferJes 
)fr.,. ,T. A. Bell 
>-lr. \V. Amos ... 
SL11rops: Og-rnore Vale, Gla.m.. ..• 
.Iii,. W. }faker ... 
~fro. ,v. Bigg•, per Mr. H. Rogers 
}! r. Herl,ert Bell ... 
~1r. Thriraa.6 Butcher 
~l r } •. Ha.rtlett 
Post1:1J uz·der, Killourrh 

£ s. d. 
1 1 0 
l O o 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 

0 3 0 
O 10 0 
1 0 O 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 5 0 

20 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 12 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 6 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 Q (J 

l O O 
1 I 0 
l O 0 
0 2 6 

Mrs. R. E. and Miss F. Hayward 
Mrs. Whatley .. . 
Mrs. E. McClure ... ... 
Collected by Mrs. Cloake 
Mrs. E. Donghty ... ... 
Collected by Mrs. Record 
H.H.K ....... 
Postal order, Builth 
E.W. .. 
"Beventy .. eix" 
Miss A. Collins 
Mr. C. Ibberson 
Mr. W. J. Pierce ... ... 
Collected by Mrs. McDonald 
Mr. Robert Stewart 
Mr. W. Ronald 
Postal order, Pangbourne 
Mr. and Mrs. J e.s. Perrett 
Mr. S. Halstaff Coles 
Anonymous 
Mr. Geo. Ord 
!llra. B. Tuaac ... .. . 
Collected by Mrs. T. Ilosaiter ... 
Miss Cowan ... 

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 2 
0 10 G 
0 10 0 
1 13 0 
0 2 G 
0 2 0 
I O 0 
O 5 0 
O 3 0 
fJ 10 0 
O 5 0 
() 2 0 
1 10 0 
0 6 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 0 
I O 0 
O 10 0 
4 6 0 
O 6 0 
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M1•s Lnwoon 
lilies Geddes . .. . . . ... .. . 
Colleoted by Mr. and Mrs. Wlllsher ... 
Mles Keys ... 
Mr. T. Davis 
M.J.M. ... . .. 
Miss M. Josoelyne ... 
Mrs. C. Dorsett ... . .. 
Srompa, Ola.agow ... . .. 
Postal order, Lavender Hill ... .. 
South-west London Band of Hope 

Union, per Miss B. R. Ca.rr .. . 
Mrs. Bridges ... ... .. . 
Mr, Joseph Spilman ... . .. 
A well-wisher, Rhondda Valley 
Master W. A. Lewis 
Miss Underhay 
Mrs. A. Ironside .. . 
A.B. C. ... ... . •• 
Collected by Mrs, E. Davi.s 
J.G .... 
Awidow ... . .. 
Mr. 0. R. Tanswell ... 
A Folkestone working-lll&ll 
Miss M. H. Mitchell 
Bessie ... 
Mrs. Dunlop ... ... ... ... 
Mr. C. Hunting ... .., ... . .. 
Canisbay F. C. Fellowshlp Association, 

per Mias Forbes ... 
Mrs. A. J. Morris... . .. 

Per Mrs. E, H, Collier :
Mrs. Collier ... 
Miss Skidmore 
Mr. Reed ... 
Mr. Lynn 
Mr. Skidmore· 
Mr. Scover ... ... 
Mr. B. Skidmore, jwir. 
Miss Haigh ... 

Mr. A. J. Burt 

2 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 3 0 
0 1 0 
O 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 4 0 
0 1 0 

Mrs. Mitchell ... ... ... . .. 
Providenoe Hall, Bntton-in-Ashfteld, 

per Rev. C. T. Barrett ... 
Mr. W. Anderson ... 
Mrs. E. Mose■ 
Mr. H. Parry .. . 
Mr. J. Woodward .. . 
Mrs. James... ... ... . .. 
Postal or_der. Bootle, Liverpool 
Postal order, Tiverton ... . .. 
Collected by Mr■. Warrington ... 
Master T. Shaw .. . 
Master W. Cheer ... ... ... . .. 
Orphanage boll at Tabernacle gates ... 
Mr. Isaac Vinall ... 
Mr. A. Davies ... 
Miss E. M. Perkins 
A Southwell friend 
I.C.M. ... . .. 
Postal order, Brecon 
Mr. L. E. Comley... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. J. G. Skelly ... 
Mrs. Thirza Haynes ... . .. 
.. Weary 0 

... • •• 

Mr. Warren East ... 
Mrs. J. Sear 
Mr. F. Adams 
Mrs. Wood ... 
Mr. J. 'l'. Mills .. . 
Mr. W. J. Lewis ... ... ... . .. 
Dr. F. W. Smith, per Executor■ of the 

late Mr. B. Corriok ... ... . .. 
Pastor J. Field 
Mrs. M. Millist ... 
Mr■. J. E. Medwin 
Mr. W. Barritt ... 
Mr. Jae. Spence, senr. 
J. W. H., Dunfermline 
Mn. E. Hopkins ... 

£ s. d. 
0 .; 0 

35 0 0 
0 19 0 
0 3 6 
0 4 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 I O 

2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
2 12 6 
1 0 0 
& 6 0 

0 0 
2 2 0 

0 6 0 
0 10 0 

2 13 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 

1 17 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 O 
0 13 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 U 4 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 O 
0 10 0 
l o o 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 0 
0 4 0 
l O 0 
l 10 0 
l O o 
0 S 0 
0 l 0 
2 2 0 

6 5 0 
2 0 O 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
O 7 6 
0 2 0 
0 I 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Fox, for the SUP-
port of an orphan for a year ... 

Mr. T. D. Lewis .. . 
Miss Andrews .. . 
Mr. J. J. H. Gardner 
Mr. Joseph Wilea .. . 
Mr. JaR. Wilsfln .. . 
Mr. Ro l:it Ca.rson . . . . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Harding 
Mrs. Ford ... ... ... 

Per Miss E. Tarrant :
Mrs. Rogers and ~ister ... 
Mr. and Mra. F. Tarrant 
M.iss Tarrant 
Mrs. Langley ... 

~~
9
J~1.eT~ant ~~~ 

Mr. A. Freudemacher 
Mr. Harvey... . .. 
Mr. S. P. Derbyshire 
MiasMuil ... 
Mr.R. Brown 
Mr. G. Baker 
Mr. R. Morgan 

0 4 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 6 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 

Mr■. M. Everest .. . . .. ... .. . 
Sale of John Plous:hman's Alma.nacks, 

per the Misses Griffiths .. . . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Woolidge 
Miss Key ••• ... . .. 
Collected by Miss A. E. Hill 
Stamps. Creech 
Mr. J. Curtis .. . 
Mr. E. E. Gowing .. . 
Mr. C. Chaplin .. . 
Mr. T. S. Penny .. . 
Mr. J. Cnlpin .. . 
P. J., High Croas .. . 
Mr. L. Haigh .. . 
Mr. L. Shepherd .. . 
Mrs. R. Evans ... _ 
Collected by Mr■. Gallyon ... 
A friend, per Mr. Chamberla.in 

Per Mrs. Ja.mes Withera :-
Mr. D. Heelas ... 2 0 0 
Mr. J. 0. Cooper ... 1 0 0 
Mrs. G. W. Palmer O 10 0 
Mrs. Wilson O 5 o 

Mrs. Jaa. Simpson ... 
Mias C. Coleman 
For J eaus' sake 
Mias Fidkin .. . 
A.B.P. ... . .. 
Bev.Jno.Spnrgeon 
l\liss E. J. Spurgeon ... ... . .. 
Mr■. S. Allen, per Pastor C. Spurgeon 
Mr. B. Wood ... ... ... -• 
Mr. J. Sones .. . 
Mr. A. Humphries 
Mrs. M. Halstead ... 
Mr■. E. Gray • . .. . .. 
Richard and Sarah Haynes 

~-1.H.88kinner 0 

F.G. ... ... ... .. 
Mr. H. Kershaw, per F. G. . .. 
A reader of Th, Ohri.,lian Wi,rld, per 

Editor 
Cotswold ... ... ... ... ... 
Mr■. Risdon's Bible-ola.ss and friends, 

Plymouth ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Riadon . .. . .. 
W. J. H., perPa.atorThos. Spurgeon .. . 
Dr. Riddell, per Mrs. R. P. Russell .. . 
Mrs. :U. A. Booker 
Mr. J.B. Simonds ..• 
Jdrs. J. B. Simonda 
Postal order, Dursley 
Mrs. L. Cb~pman ... 
Mr. J. L. E,·a.us 

153 

I. •. d. 

20 0 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
o a o 
0 10 0 

0 11 8 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 

0 7 10 
0 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 15 0 
D 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 O 0 
I O 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
l II 4 
0 7 8 

S 16 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
1 1 8 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 
1 1 O 
0 2 0 
0 9 9 
0 7 6 
D 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 8 0 
0 2 6 

1 0 0 
2 0 0 

l 10 o 
1 10 0 
O 8 6 
2 10 O 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 O 0 
0 8 0 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
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:'.l[r. R. Beynon-Willi&mB 
A friend in Tex11a ... 
MN-l. Spoonrr 
Mr. J. J. Pierce ... 
Mr. sod 1\Irs . .Tordao 
)I 1 . \:V. C'lissold . . . • .. 
\It:,,,!- York and a friend ... 
:\lr• A. E. Grego,·y 
,lr. M. E. >'mith .. . 
)lr.. lll. Mclntr,-e .. . 
Miss H. Winter 
G. E. Northamotoo 
The I\.lis~e~ Porter .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alder, p~~- M,.,;_-· J. A. 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 
2 Ii 0 
l l 0 
l l 0 
l l 0 
l O 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 O 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
O 10 0 
0 5 0 

Spurgeon ... ... . . . . . ... l 1 O 
Exors. of the late Mr. W. Bainbridge 500 O O 
Exo, s. 01 the late Mr. Joo. Nelson:-

Boys' Orphanage 6) 0 0 
Girls' Orphanage 60 0 O 

---no o o 
E:1:or. of the late Miss Ann Tutcher ... 25 O o 
From the Estate of the late Rev. Thos. 

King -• ... ... .. . . .. 6 19 3 
The Leathersellers· Company, per :Mr. 

W. Arnold Hepborn ... ... ... 10 10 o 
A reader of the ~word and Trov,el ... l • o O 
l'roceeds of lecture on "The life &nd 

work of Pa.stor C. H. Sporgeon," 
per Mr. J as. Pearce ... ... . .. 

Box at Orphanage gates .. . 
l\Ir. C. A. Goodbody 
Mr. Haddow 
Miss Tolmie ... 
Pastor D. Ta.it· 
Mr. and Mrs. .Alchin 
Mr. Richard Guy ... 
A friend .. . 
Mrs. Mason .. . 
.Mrs. Morgan 
Mrs. Taylor... ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mr. B. W. Iverson 
Mr. Albert Mead ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman ... ... . .. 
.Readers of I'h, Christian Herald-E. S., 

Ss.; J. J ., 5s.; Paddington, 2s. 6d. ... 
Mr. W. Joase ·- ... 
Anon, Ra.rrow-on-tbe-Hill ·
Collected by Miss Searle, Oporto 

Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:-
Ban l<note from Bury St. 

Edmund'e ... 
Mr. A. J. Price 
Miss Davis .. . 
Lill ... ... ... . •• 
A few friends, Narberth ... 

5 0 0 
O 2 6 
1 O 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 

Orphan Boys' Cards (second list) 
Orphan Girls' Cardo (second list) 
Sandwich. per Bankers ... . .. 
Muting• :,,er Mr. l'harkslDOrlh and IJu 

Orphan Choir :-
Lady Sotherby (for expenses) ... . 
Howard Institute, Pentonville .. . 
Park Ho.11. Sydenham ... . .. 
:St. Anne'• Workhonae, Brixton (for 

expen•es).. ... ... ... . .. 
Christmas Dinner Collectiona :

Baptist Church, Downton, per Rev. 
,v. Evans... ••. ... . .. 

East Street Baptist C. E. Society, 
tiouthampton, per Paetor B.J.Gibbon 

City Road Bapti•t Chapel, Winchester, 
per Mr. W. H. Holliday ... . .. 

s~n,Lrick Stre,,t Baptist Chapel 
Y.P.i;.C.E., Wigan, per Mra. L. 
:Marsden ... ... ... 

Queen's Roo.d Baptiot Chapel 
Y.P.8.C.E., Wallington; per Mr. 
E. E. Ar1rJitage 

B~i,t,,t. Ch .. E-el, llampton, per Pastor 
J. r:.1,u.nley .. 

3 0 0 
0 14 3 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
3 3 O 
l 10 0 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 3 0 
l 18 4 
2 2 0 
6 0 0 

0 12 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 0 
3 19 2 

ff 12 6 
7 17 0 
7 12 8 
l l 0 

2 0 0 
5 0 0 
l 11 0 

2 2 0 

2 8 l 

5 14 9 

2 5 4 

3 5 6 

5 5 0 

0 13 9 

Acre Mill Dapti•t Chapol, Bacup, per 
Rev. G. Charleswo,·th ... ... . .. 

Vernon Baptist Ob.apel, l{ing's Cross, 
per Pastor D. H. Moore ... . .. 

Baptist Chapel, Totteridge Road, En• 
field, per Pastor A. W. Welch ... 

Baptist Chapel, C. E. Society, St. 
Helens, per Rev. Norman Macleod ... 

Bri!(hton Road Baptist Chapel, .South 
Croydon, per Pastor R. E. Chettle• 

W~~~~~foa,:i'Baptl~t Cb~pel, ·Putooy; 
per P&Stor S. H. Wilkinson ... . .. 

Mrs. Ill. A. Duobury ... ... .. 
Baptist Chapel, Rochester, per Pastor 

G. A. llltller ... ... ... ... 
Peckham Park Road Baptist Chapel, 

per Mr. H. Potter ... ... . . 
Collections i1i memory of P<L11tor C. B. 

Spw·geon:-
Ceoteoary Baptist Sunday-school, per 

Mr.P.H.Davies ... ... . .. 
Devonshire Square Baptist Sunday• 

school, per Mr. A. J. Shepherd ... 
Weald stone Baptist Suaday-school, per 

Mr. A. H. Powell ... ... . .. 
Newbury Baptist Sundo.y-school, per 

Mr. T. S. Waite ... ... . .. 
Bumbam-on-C.-ouch Baptist Sunday• 

acbool, per Pastor C. D. Gooding ... 
:Mr. Simpkins' llible-cla:as, Lansdowne 

Baptist Chapel, Bournemouth ... 
Zion Chapel Sunday - school, Eastry, 

per Mr. W. Clark ... ,., ... 
Collected by Baptist Sunday-school, 

Faringdon, per Pastor B. Smith ... 
Collected at United Communion Ser

vice, Baptist Chapel, Worstead, N. 
Walsham, per Pastor A, S. Culley ... 

Fillebroo.l!e Junior C; E. Society, per 
Mr. J. w. ·spurgeon ... ... . .. 

Goldbill Baptist :lundaf-sehool, Chai• 
font St. Peter, per Mr. W. Jc 
Bradshaw.. ... ... ... . .. 

Baptist Sunday-school, Coggeshall, per 
Mr. and Mrs; Willsher . .. . . 

Ootton Street Baptist Snnday-echool, 
Poplar, per Mr. Horn .. ... . .. 

Baptist Sonday-school, Cowl Street, 
Eveshe.m, per Mr. W. Ashby ... 

Cemetery Road Baptist Sunday-school, 
Sheffield, per Mr. W. Martin ... 

Baptist Sabbath-school, Heleoaburgb, 
per Mr. W. Thompson... . .. 

Highgate Road Baptist Chapel, per 
Mr. Coxeter -• ... ... . •• 

Proceeds of entertainment, Baptist 
Chapel, Led burn, per Mr. H. Varney 

Proceeds of song service, South well 
Baptist Chapel, per Pa.ator J. H. 
Plum bridge ... ... ... . .. 

Queen'• Road Baptist Sunday-school, 
Wallington, per .Mr. E. W. Lobjoit 

Arthur Street Baptist Sunday-school, 
Camberwell, per Mr. T. B. Stone ... 

Leyton Baptist Sunday-school, per Mr. 
F. Bull ... ... ... . .. 

Baptiot Snnday • school, Erith, per 
Pastor J. E. Martin . .. .. . . .. 

Jllen'• Bible-cla.es, Erith, per Pastor 
J. E. Martin . .. . . . . . . . .. 

Dalston Junction Baptist Chapel, per 
Mr. Burton ... ... ... ... 

Union Chapel Baptist Sunday-school, 
Shirley, per Mr. H. Webster .. • .. 

Splott lload Baptist Sunday-school, 
Cardiff, per Mr, W. E. Lewis ... 

Roomfield JJaptistSunday-school, Tod· 
morden, per Mr. J. Sutcliff Pilling .. 

Victoria Street Baptist Sub bath-school, 
Gul.i.,llicls, per Mr. n: llunter 

£ a. d. 

0 18 O 

10 10 o 
8 4 O 

1 12 

5 1 

4 15 0 
0 3 0 

11 lS 

4 14 5 

0 11 0 

3 9 5 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

8 8 7 

l O 0 

0 18 0 

0 9 0 

0 6 2 

0 10 0 

0 16 0 

0 18 8 

0 15 6 

1 6 6 

2 0 0 

01' 4 

O 9 1 

0 16 0 

1 16 4 

1 0 

1 4 0 

0 12 0 

l 16 

0 14 6 

4 10 0 

0 12 6 

0 18 0 

1 4 0 

·O 16 0 
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£ •. cl. 
Darby Street Baptist Tabernacle Bun-

day-eohool, l:lurton-on-Trent, per 
Mr. F. J. Glover ... ... ... 1 0 2 

Irwell Terrace Baptiot Sunday-school, 
Baoup, per Mr. J. R. Taylor... . ... 0 14 (; 

Dnptlot Bunday-scho<>l, Market Har• 
boro',jerMr. J. W. Towers... ... 1 0 2 

Collecte nt.'.Motbere' Meeting, Baptiot 
Chapel, E. Dereham, per Mr. J. W. 
Ottaway ... ... ... ... . .. 0 18 0 

Penge T,tbemacle, per Pastor J. W. 
Boud .. ... ... ... 6 3 0 

Free St. N'inian's Sa.bbath-scboo), Leith, 
per Mr. 0 Scot:t ... .. . .. . 0 JO () 

Mr. O. Scott ... .. . . .. .. o 2 o 
Surrey Square Be.ptist Mi~sion and 

Sunday-school, per Mr. C. A. P~vey ~ 3 0 
Halbeatb Baptist Sabbath-school, per 

Mr. W. Adamson O 4 2 

t, •· d. 

Kenyon Baptist Chapel Sunday-school, 
pet· Mr. J. Keevil 6· 2 0 

£1,091 4 2 

Orphan Bo,t/s' Collecting Cards (seco11d list) :-Andrews, P., ls; Angus, J.B., 15s; Burrough, D., 2R; 
Beard, B., 14s; Cowley, C., £1 le; Crudge, E., 2s; Clarke, B., ls 6d; Davis, A., 6s; Dixou, A., 5s Id; 
Fox, J.,' ls; H~elden, W., 6s; JoD.Ps, D., ls 6d; Kingshott, A .. 6s 6d; Llewellyn, H., 5s 3d; 
:Mason, E., 6s; Newton, G., 2s 6d; Newton, H. B., 14s; Rogers, H., 4s 4d; Sargeant, D., .Js 2d; 
Sims,. E.', 6s; Smith. A., ls; Tyers, P., 10s; Tier, 0., 4s; Utton, A.. J., 2s; Wickens, G., 2s; 
Walden, J., 3s 6d; Warner, T., 2s 6d; Warmington, 8., 8s; We~ton, H., 3s 2d.-Total, £7 17s. 

01-phan Girls' Collecting Cards (second list) :-Ashton, K., 2s; Adcock, S., 3s Id; Dunslow, R., ls; 
Dennis, M., 3s td; Davis, G., 2s6d; Dixon, C., 16s 3d; Ebdon, M. (second amount), 2s; Fletcher, G., 
4s; Francis, K., ls; Grove, K., 2s; Hunt, M., 2s; Hall, G., 6Bi McCondacb, A., 3s; Ma.son, M., 
12s; McCarty, L.1 ls 3d; Marjoram, E., 2s; Palmer, C., ls; Payne, C., 2s; Rosser, L., £1; 
St-Iker, A., 10s 3d; Sidders, L., 2s; Smith, M., 10s 9d; Smith, D., 4s ; Tin worth, M., 4s 6d; 
Williams, L., £1 ls; Woolley, A., 1s; Widdeson, M., 15s.-Total, £7 12s 8d. 

Lisi of Presents from January 161h to February 16th, 1897,-Paovrsw~s :-1 New Zealand Sheep, 
Sir A. Seale Haeram; 1 case Oranges, Messrs. C. and A. Deayton; 6 quarterns Bread, Mr. R. Heam. 

BoYs' CLOTHING :-4 Articles, Miss Baker; 8 pairs Socks, Mrs. Graham; 6 Shirts, Mx. T. 8. 
Stevenson ; l O Articles, Mrs. Hlll'l!t; S Articles, La.dies' Working Meeting, Metropolitan Taberna.cle, 
per Miss Higgs. 

GIRLS' CLOTHING :-10 Hat~, 14 pairs Stockings, Mrs. C. Cooper; 10 l\tantles, 2 Capes, Anon.; 14.~ 
-Garments (boys' and girls'), The.Reading Young Ladies' Working Party. per Mrs. James Withers; 28 
Articles, Miss E. J. Emery; ·2:! Articles, The Sunday School, Derby Street Tabernacle, Burton-on-Trent, 
per Mrs. A. Blant; 2,!; dozen pairs Stockings, Mr. and Mrs. D. Burgess; 21 pairs Gloves, 13 Woollen 
Neck Ties, 11 Lace Fronts, Mrs. C. Cooper ; 9 Articles, M.iss Baker; 14 Articles, Tbe Ladies' Working 
Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgs; 14 Articles, Bethesda Baptist Y. P.S.C.E., Forest 
Row, Busse", per Mrs. E. A. Thomas; 4 Articles, Mrs. M. K. Hodder; 18 yards Calico, Mr. T. S. 
Stevenson; 9 Articles, Mrs. Hlll'l!t; 17 Articles, Mrs. Wormald; 1 Garment (No. 1 Girls'), Miss 
Chandler's Bible-cle.ss; 2 Cloaks, 1 Jacket, Mrs. Jenson. 

GENERAL :-1 box Toys, 7 lbs. Sweets, 2 lbs. Biscuits, T!te Sunday School, Derby Street Tabernacle, 
Burton-on-Trent, per Mrs. A. Blant; 1 Vase, 6 Foot-warmers, Mr. W. Stilf; 2 Rings, 1 Locket, 
I pair Ear-rings (for sale-room), Mrs, Jenson; 1 Puzzle, Mrs. Hurst; 1 Black-board and Ea.sel, Anon.; 
1 box Roots. Anon. • • ----------------

~olportagr ~srnodation. 
Statement of Receipts from January 16th to February 14th, 1897. 

£ e. d. 
Subscriptions and Donations for Districts: - Aylesbnry, per Messrs. Taylor and 

Gurney 
Sellindge, per a friend ... , ... . .. 0 10 0 
-Oowling llill Baptist Church, per Mr. 

E. R, Li,wis ... ... ... 10 0 0 
Cardiff, per Mr. J, Cory, J.P. . .. 11 6 0 Subscriptions and Donations lo the 
Oildersome, per Pastor J. Hwam ... 4, 0 0 General Fund:-
Cardiff and Penrhiceiber, per Mr. R. 2 Cor. v. 8, per Pastor Thos. Spurgeon 

Cory, J.P.... ... ·Bros.; .. 11 5 0 Thankoffenng for President's visit to 
Messrs. Greenwood "In Bacup Baptist Chapel ... 

memoriam'' 10 0 0 Miss C. S. Hooper ... 
Wilts and East So.:i;~ree(per Mr. H. j'. Mr. C. H. Price 

Dee.con ... ... ... ... ... 11 6 0 Mrs. Donaldson 
Orpington, per Mr. W. Vinson ... 10 0 0 Annual 8ubscripti~ns:_:,_" 
Pewsey Vale, per Mr. R. Moody ... 2 10 0 Mr. T. S. Penny ... . .. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Sunday-eohool, Mr. and Mrs. Wigney 

per Mr. '£hoe. H. Olney ... JO 0 0 
Tewkesbnry, per Mrs. Robinson. ... 6 0 0 

Do. per Mrs. Thos. White ... 1 6 0 

jaSltorn' ~olltge jodefJl .of ®uangelists. 
Statement of Reeeipts f1·01n January 15th to February 14th, 1897. 

t'roceeds of visit or Messrs. Fullerton 
and Smith to Bnptist Chapel, Here-
ford ... ... ,.. ... . .. 

Thnnkoffering for Mr. J, Manton 
Smith'• services at Roomfield Cho.pel, 
Todmorclen 

£ •· d. 
Thankoffering for Mr. J. Manton 

Smith's service• at Ryde, I.W. ... 
8 9 10 

4 0 0 

£ •. d. 

10 0 0 

£97 0 0 

0 10 0 

1 0 0 
1 1 0 
I 0 0 
1 0 0 

l 1 0 
1 0 0 

£6 12 0 

£ s. d. 

7 4 

£14 17 2 
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~lrs. ~purgc.on'!i Jund (or ®encral -Ollne in the 
lord's <ij1ijlorft. 
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O. H. SPURGEON 1S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS

1 
QUESTIO:SS. 

( Continued from page 112.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-How would you adl'ic<e us to deal 
witli tlw.se -wlto assent to everyth~·ng that _ice say, icl,m ice are 
tcilking to tliein about the salvatwn of tltel!' souls -~ 

lifR. SruR□EoN's ANSWER.-! cannot advise you at all 
as to what you should do in such a ?ase as that, except 

to advise vou to trust in God and to seek the guidance of the Holy 
J , 11 
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Spirit that you may take the right course with each individual with 
whom you are brought into contact. People differ so greatly one from 
the other that we cannot lay down any universal rule which will 
apply to them all. 

I had once to deal with a man of this sort, who assented to every
thing that I said. When I talked about the evil of sin, he agreed with 
me, and said that I was very faithful. When I set before him the 
way of salvation, he assented to it, but it was evident that his heart 
was not affected by the truth. I could almost have wished that he 
had flatly denied what I said, for that would have given me the 
opportunity of arguing the matter with him, and pressing him to 
come to a decision. At last, I felt that it was quite hopeless to talk 
to him any longer, so I said, " The fact is, one of these days you will 
die, and be damned,"-and I walked away without saying another 
word. As I expected, it was not very long before he sent for me, 
and when I went to him he begged me to tell him why I had said 
such a dreadful thing to him. I answered; " It seems quite useless 
for me to talk to you about the salvation of your sou.I, for you never 
appear to feel the force of anything that I say. I might almost as well 
pour oil down a slab of marble as expect you to be impressed by the 
truth that I set before you, and my solid conviction is that you will 
be damned." He was very angry with me for speaking so plainly ; 
and I went away again, leaving him very cross. Before many hours 
were over, he was in an awful state of mind; the Holy Spirit had 
convinced him of his state as a sinner, and he was in an agony of 
soul. That sharp sentence of mine was like the hook in a fish's gills, 
but that fish was landed all right. The man was brought to 
repentance and faith; he was baptized, joined the church, and not 
very long ago went home to Heaven. 

Some men have been won to Jesus Christ in quite a different way 
from that which I felt led to adopt on that occasion. You may have 
heard the story of an earnest, faithful servant of the Lord Jesus, who 
was going to preach in a village barn, and who remarked to a man 
whom he met on the road, "We ought to be very grateful to God for 
sending us such fine weather as this." "I don't know anything about 
that," replied the surly fellow. "Don't you ever pray?" asked the 
preacher. "No,'' answered the man; '' what should I pray for? 
The parsons do that sort of work." '' Doesn't your wife ever pray ? ." 
enquired the good man. "I don't know, and I don't care; that 1s 
not the kind of thing that I ever think of," said the other. "But,'' 
rejoined the preacher, "don't you know, my dear man, that when you 
die you will pass into another world, and you will have to give an 
account of how you have lived down here?" "I don't know anything 
about it, and I don't care, either," exclaimed the countryman. 

Then the Christian did what some people might call a very extra
ordinary thing ; he said, " You are the sort of man for whom I am 
always on the look-out. I'll tell you what I'll do; if you will prom
ise me that you will never pray so long as you live, I'll give you hali
a-crown." ''Oh!" said the man at once, "half-a-crown is worth 
having, I'll take it.'' 'fhe coin was duly handed over, and it was n~t 
long before the one who had taken it began to feel very bad about it, 
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and wanted to bo off his bargain, but the preacher held him to his 
promise, and walked away. 

As soon as the man reached his home, he said to his wife, '' I met a 
man who said he would give me half-a-crown if I would promise never 
to pray as long as I live." " You did not take it, did you, John ? " 
anxiously enquired the wife. "Yes, that I did,'' answered her hus
band, " and I paid for a pint of beer out of it on my way home.'' 
The woman then asked, "What was the man like ? How was he 
dressed?" "I don't know, except that he had got a tall hat on," he 
replied. "But did you notice his feet?'' "I only saw that he had a 
good pair of boots." " Ah ! if he had taken them off, you would have 
seen his cloven hoofs, and if he had lifted his hat, you would have 
seen his horns!" "You don't think it was the devil that gave me 
that half-crown, do you?" "Yes, for certain it was the devil ; it 
could not have been a good man, and I don't believe even a bad man 
would have done such a thing; it must have been the devil." 

It soon happened just as the preacher intended and expected ; the 
man sadly wanted to pray, though he had never prayed before, and his 
anxiety made him feel ill and bad. At last, his wife said to him, 
"John, there's someone preaching down at the barn to-night; you 
have sold yourself body and soul to the devil, but you had better go 
and see if the man can do anything for you." Accordingly, John 
went, and found that it was the individual whom his wife thought was 
the devil who was preaching. As soon as John could summon courage 
enough, he went to the front, and said, " I want to give you that half. 
crown back." " What half-crown? '' asked the preacher. "Why ! " 
replied the poor fellow, '' you are the man that gave me half-a-crown 
because I promised never to pray all my life." " Oh ! " exclaimed the 
preacher, " don't you try to get off your bargain ; you sold yourself 
for that half-crown.'' "But I must pray," cried the man, "here, take 
your money back, and I do wish that you would pray for me." 

That was an extraordinary way of getting a man to pray, but it 
evidently answered well in his case. " He that winneth souls is wise," 
and he must prove his wisdom by using the best means of getting at 
the hearts and consciences of those whom he seeks to win for Christ. 

* * * * 
(Without waiting for further questions to be put to him, MR. 

SPURGEON continued speaking to the students as follows:-) 
. Dear Brethren,-! am sure that God will accept our service, and 

give us true success in it, if we keep to His Word, and if we preach 
that Word in the power of the Holy Spirit, and if we go about our 
work for Him with the single aim of bringing glory to His holy 
Name. I am sure that you will all see the propriety of using to the 
very utmost this time of preparation for the ministry. There are some 
among you who are glad that your term in the College can be 
extended, for you have already proved the value of the training that 
has been given, and you are thankful to remain longer with us that 
you may be further fitted for your life's work. When a soldier goes 
out to battle, he is not content if he carries enough ammunition for an 
hour or two; for, after he had fired a certain number of times, the 
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hott0st part of the fig·ht might be just beginning, he would be quite 
unprepared for it, and would wish that he had taken more ammunition 
wh0n he :started. I ha"e never heard of any man being too well 
prepared to fight the battle of life, or of any student being too well 
<'qmpped for the Christian ministry. Therefore, brethren, make it 
your solemn resolVl'. in the name of God, that everything you do 
shall be done to the ,·ery best of your ability, and that all the ability 
you possess shall be worked up into the best possible condition. May 
God grant that all of you may be to the glory of Christ in the 
churches! 

Still, I am sure that, when you have prepared yourselves mentally 
to the very utmost, the main thing will be the getting of your heart 
right with God. After all, brethren, holiness is the great secret of 
power in the Christian ministry. I could indicate one or two men who 
are noted for the excellence of their speech,-they have the gift of 
eloquenc-e,-but they are not held in high esteem by truly spiritual 
men because their talents in that particular direction are not accom
panied by that gracious character which the Holy Spirit delights to 
impart. A man may have an immense amount of knowledge, but if 
his general conduct is faulty and dubious, he is simply a ponderous 
mass of learning; and those who miss from him the highest qualifica
tions for Christian service will even begin to think slightingly of 
that very learning of which he is so proud, and treat it as a matter of 
little worth. But, on the other hand, he who walks with God will be 
the one who will draw his fellow-men to God. I therefore pray that 
it may be a prime consideration with all of us that we may be better 
men. If JOU ever get the idea into your head that you have learned 
all that can possibly be acquired, you may set yourselves down at 
once as fools ; and if you ever dream that you are as holy as you 
possibly can be, you may rest assured that there is something rotten 
m the state of Denmark, something within you that is radically 
wrong. There is always room for growth, both in our knowledge and 
m our holiness, so let us seek to attain all that we can of both. The 
day will cume when we shall ha,e gone from these sunny glades and 
this fair s1:y; fr.:: feet of earth will suffice for each one of us. When 
Ne are sleepiug beneath the clods of the valley, I hope that, as the 
hymn puts it, we shall be remembered by what we have done; or, if 
we are not remembered on earth, I trust we shall shine as the stars for 
ever and e,er, for, "they that be wise shall shine as the brightnes::1 of 
the :firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever." 

(MR. PArnx then delivered a most interesting address on his 
,aissionary Lib.Jurs ia the New Hebrides. We need not give it here, 
>1s the primip,d points were practically reported by Mr. Horne, one of 
the student,;, in The S,conl and the Trowel for October, 1885. When 
the good old man bad finished, Mu. SPURGEON again spoke, as 
follows:-) 

It has been our honour as a College to have mauy brethren who 
J,ave gone out into the foreign mission field, risking life and every-
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thing for the Bake of carrying the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
heathen. We cannot help praying that, out of the present hatch of 
men, there may be several whose consecration to the e;ause of Christ 
shall take this particular form of moving them to go to the regionR 
beyond with the message of salvation. 

From what our dear friend has been saying to us, you will see at 
once the reason why an ordinary man could not have gone and learned 
the language of these people in the New Hebrides. There was no 
grammar, there were no books, the language was not written down aL 
all, so an ordinary man could not have acquired it. The man for 
such work as that must be a master of the art of learning a language, 
and have all his wits a.bout him, too. Our good friend, )[r. Paton, 
bas proved that he was just such a man as was needed, and the Lord 
bas greatly blessed him. 

You, brethren, none of you know where your lot may be cast, nor 
exactly what kind of work you may be called to do for your Lord. 
While you a.re in College, do not consider that the time devoted to 
any of your studies is wasted, for you'know not where you may be 
able to use the knowledge you have acquired. Do not imagine that 
ignorance can ever be a good thing ; but believe that, the more you 
know, and the more your powers are developed, the more useful you 
will be in circumstances which are not foreseen by yoti. at present, 
but for which you will be the better prepared by the thorough training 
you have undergone. While you are in College, give yourselves up to 
acquire all the learning that you possibly can; and when you leave 
College, do not imagine that your education is finished. I was 
noticing, in a paper I was reading only this morning, what was said 
about the modern system of educe.ting boys. The writer was trying 
to prove what e. hollow thing it is, and he quoted the case of a youth 
who so.id that he had "done" algebra, and "done" geometry, and I 
know not what besides. The lad was speaking to a professor in one 
of the universities, a gentleman who said that he had been a student 
of mathematics for twenty-eight years, and he was just beginning to 
know the elements of the science ; but the boy exclaimed, "I have 
gone through it all in six months." Gone through it, indeed! It is 
one thing to "go through" algebra and geometry in school-boy 
fashion, and quite another matter to "know" it in the professor's 
meaning of that word. We are but of yesterday, and know nothing 
except what we are told; and in the highest sense, we know nothing 
but thl!,t which has been revealed to us b_y the Loru in His '\Vord and 
through His Spirit. As the natives of the New Hebrides found that 
the "rain" came up out of the earth when the missionary dug a well, 
so shall we find it in our experience. If we will but dig·, 11.nd keep 
on digging, we shall be rewarded by seeing a springing well of 
~nowledge whereat many will rejoice to drink; but if we sit down in 
idleness, and fancy that we are going to g·et all we need for ourselves 
and our hearers by e. miracle without any work, we shall find our
selves grievously disappointed. 

* * % % 

(Further questions followed, and another brief address from the 
President, which we shall (n.v.) publish next month.) 
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~lns. i. 1- jpurgcon's <omork-1·oom. 
"THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD FOR THEE."-Jeremiah xxxii. 17. 

~ HFT up in the court 0£ a prison in Jerusalem,-the city about to 
~~ be hesiegPd, and its inhabitants threatened with captivity,-the 
prophet is yet commanded to buy a field, observing all the customary 
forms of purchase, just as if matters were not at such an awful crisis. 
The Lord's servant obeys at once; without question or delay, he 
purchases the field, and weighs out the money with, apparently, no 
chance of ever seeing or rejoicing in his possession. Splendid faith this! 
and we see the secret springs of his confidence when he exultingly 
says, " Ah, Lord God! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the 
earth by Thy great power and stretched-out arm, tliere is nothi'ng too 
hard.for Tliee." It is worthy of note that these words so pleased the 
Lord that, further on in the chapter, He takes them into His own lips, 
and repeats them to the prophet, asking," Is there any thing too hard for 
Me 9 '' 

Dear reader, your difficulties and trials may not be comparable or 
similar to those 0£ "the weeping prophet," but they are very real, and 
seemingly insurmountable to you; and it is a £act that, 0£ yourself, 
you can neither overcome nor endure them, so I want to remind you 
that the Lord's hand is not shortened, that what was true of His 
power in J eremiah's time is as certainly true to-day, and that what
ever present hardship may press upon you, or whatever burden may 
be weighing you down, you, yes, you may look up to Him with confi
dent faith, and say, "There is notMng too hard for Thee." 

Oh, the blessed peace which such an assurance brings! I do not 
know what your particular sorrow or hardship may be, but I do 
know that, whatever its nature,-cruel, or bitter, or hopeless,-it is as 
"nothing" to Him, He is able to deliver you as easily as you can call 
upon Him for suocour. An old writer says:-" Our God delights in 
what men deem extremities. He waits £or extremes, He tarries for a 
crisis,-and why ? In order that He should be looked up to for 
wisdom, strength, and deliverance, and that, when deliverance comes, 
He should have all the glory.'' 

Now, dear friend, think 0£ all the hard things there are in 
your life-hard oir0umstan0es,-di:ffi.cult duties,-grievous pains,
sore struggles, - bitter disappointments; - hard words, - hard 
thoughts,-a hard heart of your own,-a hard heart in others;
gatller all these, and many more together, and pile them one on 
another till you have a mountain of adamant,--your God still calmly 
ash the question, "Ia there any t!ting tco hard for Me?" When our 
hearts are weary of life's oares and orosses, when our courage flags 
bel·.ause of our helplessness, and we ory out with the patriarch, "All 
these things are against me,"-what a stay and stronghold is the £_act 
that our God has all power in Heaven, and on earth! There is nothing 
too mighty for Him to manage, there is nothing too insignificant to 
esoape His notice. Jeremiah's faith sees no obstacles, stumbles at no 
hindranoes, faints under no hlll'den, shrinks from no responsibility, 
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hecauso he realizes the sublime omnipotence of God, and fortifies him
self by calling to remembrance His " stretched-out arm " in the 
1·reation of the heavens and the earth. Cannot we do likewise? 

I took up a book, in a leisure moment, the other day, opened it 
carelessly, and this is what I read: - "It is a scientifically-proved fact 
that this great globe, on which we live, is spun round on its axis at 
the rate of a thousand miles an howr, and swung through space in its 
orbit at a speed immensely greater! " The words seemed almost to 
take away my breath. Was I calmly and constantly living in the 
swirl of such a stupendous miracle as this? Then surely I could say, 
" Ah, Lord God! there is nothing too hard for Thee. My little troubles 
and a:ffiictions,-how small they must be to Thee ; yet with what tender 
compassion dost Thou stoop from guiding the worlds in their courses, 
to succour and comfort the hearts of those who fear Thee ! " 

Never let us give up in despair while we have such a God to trust 
in. If there be a great mountain of sorrow or difficulty in your way, 
dear friend, do not be cast down by the darkness of its shadow; your 
God can either make a way for you throug_h it, or He can guide you 
round it, or, just as easily,-He can carry you right over it! There is 
nothing too hard for Him. Expect Him to make the crooked things 
:;traight, and to bring the high things low ; and while you keep humbly 
at His feet, He will work wondrously, and you shall see His salvation. 

A brief record of soul-experience, which came into my hands lately, 
will, I trust, be a comfort and help to some child of God who is in 
heaviness through manifold trials, or enduring afflictions which seem 
to be rather grievous than joyful. 

WHEN ARE WE TO BE GLAD? 

"' Rejoice in the Lord alway;' that is, when you cannot rejoice in 
anything or anybody but God. When the fig tree does not blossom, 
when there is no fruit on the vine, and no herd in the stall, when 
everything withers, and decays, and perishes, when the worm at the 
root of the gourd has made it to die,-then, 'Rejoice in the Lord.' 
When the day darkens into evening, and the evening into midnight, 
and the midnight into a se,ven-fold horror of great darkness,-then, 
'Rejoice in the Lord;' and, when that darkness does not clear, but 
becomes more dense and Egyptian, when night succeedeth night, and 
neither sun, nor moon, nor stars appear, still, ' REJOICE IN TIIE LoRD 
ALWAY.'" 

These words were copied from one of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons, by 
a_good man who shall in his own way tell you the story of what they 
did for him. "I was very ill," he writes, "I had spasms of the heart, 
and was not expected to live many hours. I had the paper on which 
the paragraph was written pinned to the wall of my room ; and, as I 
paced up and down,-for I could neither sit, nor lie in my bed,-I 
read and repeated the words which, by God's grace, supported me. 
My sufferings were terrible, the pain at my heart was greater than 
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any mortal tongue could tell ; yet amidst it all the Lord sustained me. 
M~- <lear wife and children were much alarmed, and this increased my 
sorrow; but my God, in whom I rejoiced, at last reAtored me, and I 
am now a living witness that His grace is sufficient for any and every 
emergency. 

"Oh, the glorious truths and lessons I have learned in my long 
affiiction, and most of them have come from those precious Sermons ! 
I feel prepa::-ed and ready for anything that my God and Father may 
appoint. As soon as I am able to walk round the village, I shall be off, 
distributing the Sermons with increas~d faith! I have also a good hoptt 
of all my children being brought to Christ, and several of my friends 
and neighbours. Many are feeling the power of the truth through 
Mr. Spurgeon's words. I have made a solemn covenant with my God, 
that I will serve Him witl1 111.v whole heart, henceforth and for ever. I 
must not waste a single moment of my life, nor let a single oppor
tunity slip. I am now pleading in prayer that God will save many, 
send a revival throughout all the churches, and bring my aged father 
to Himself, with others whose salvation I daily. hourly seek." 

May this testimony to" the sweet uses of affi.iction," and the power 
of the Lord to sustain and comfort His servants in times of extremity, 
be blessed to some who are fearing lest their faith should fail when 
they, too, are called to pass through deep waters! 

.As my gracious Lord so constantly gives me cause to praise Him for 
UBing my "Personal Notes on a Text" to refresh and comfort His 
people, I feel I may tell my readers of an instance which has come to 
my knowledge lately, that they may rejoice in my joy. The facts were 
communicated to me by an old and esteemed minister in Suffolk, and 
his kindness in thus making them known has greatly cheered me. 

He says:-" Your 'Personal Notes' have been very sweet and 
helpful, and proved like balm to the wounded heart, not only to myself, 
but to others. Some time ago, I went to see a young woman who was 
very slowly recovering from a long and painful illness. She was 
much cast down, and fretted constantly because she wanted to be a.bout 
her work, but was unfit for it; she seemed to me to be fighting against 
God's will. I took the Sword and Trowel out of my pocket, and read 
your notes on ' Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven.' I laid 
special emphasis on a sentence which had so impressed me that I had 
underlined it:-' There is all the difference between the murderous blows o/' 
an enemy, and tlte needful chastisement of a lovi"ng Father's ltand.' Thank 
God, this had the desired effect ; her heart melted, and she felt she 
could say, 'Thy will be done.' Your words Just fitted her case. 

".Again I visited her. She had been going on happily; but, just 
at the time of my second call, the old feeling of rebellion had returued, 
and she was grieving over her sad lot. I read your notes on ' It shall 
not .eem l,ard unto t!tee,' and again they proved words in season to her 
soul, and I left her saying, 'Quiet my rebellious heart, dear Lord, and 
let me not grieve Thee by judging so hardly of Thy dealings with we.' 

•' I iook the Magazine, month by month, for her to read, and the 
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Lord was pleased to use it in moulrling her will to His, and in teaching 
her to cultivate a more resigned and quiet spirit. I found she became 
mol'e spiritually-minded, caring less for the visits and conversation of 
worldlings who called to see her, and more for the society of those 
who loved the Lord. One day, she told me that her old friends now 
scoffed at her, and turned from her; even some of her own relatives 
began to rail at her, making her sad and heavy of heart, for when she 
tried to speak to them about soul matters, they only ridiculed her. I 
read your notes for the third time : - ' Ther,fore I will look unto the Lord; 
I wilt wait for the God of my salvation : my Cod wz'll hear me.' These 
words, with your comments on them, released her grieved and fettered 
spirit, and she felt that, if God would hear and help her, she could 
joyfully bear any cross He chose to send." 

la not this a rich blessing on my poor effort? These notes are 
always written in trustful dependence upon God; but with so deep a 
sense of my own unworthiness and incompetency, that I never send 
one forth without some fear and trembling lest I may have been pre
sumptuous or careless in my comments ou such sacred themes. Yet I 
am continually made to marvel at the grace my God puts upon the 
words; and, as even the commonest blade of grass bends to the earth 
under the abundance of the morning dew, so does my soul bow before 
God, laden with a weight of thankful joy that He deigns thus to use 
my pen in His service. S. S. 

~r. iiJnrgton's Jirr&t ~utlints oj Jermons. 
( Continued from pagB 16.) 

XCII.-INVENTORY A...'ID TITLE OF OUR TRE.l.SURES. 

"Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are your's; whether 
Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come ; all are your' s ; and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God's."-l Corinthians iii. ~1-2a. 

The church at Corinth was lamentably divided, some choosing one 
minister and some another. A preference for one pastor to another 
is natural, and to some extent even innocent; but when it induces 
contempt of other ministers, it must be highly offensive to God. To 
idolize any minister, is sin; to neglect others, is depriving ourselves 
of a part of the "all" which belongs to us, and it is blind folly. To 
reprove the Corinthians for this evil, Paul gives them-

I. AN INVENTORY OF THEIR POSSESSIONS. 

1. "P<tul, or .Apollos, or Cephas." Gospel ministers are not their 
own, the people to whom they minister can call them theirs. They 
seek not honour, emolument, or advancement for themselves ; but 
God's glory in the profiting of His children. They differ greatly from 
one another. Paul has a mind dear, strong, logical. He is deeply 
learned in all doctrine, and has the power of keen penetration. 
Ap?llos is elegant in person, musical in his voice, graceful in his 
action ; he is less the logician, and more the orator. Cephas is zealous, 
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plain, and blunt in speer·h; he deals in unadorned truth. Boanerges, 
the son of thunder, proclaims the law, damnation, wrath, hell, with 
terrible effect; but Barnabas, the son of consolation, dwells on Divine 
loY-e, and soothes br his softer, gentler strains. John speaks of love 
with almost fiery word, Peter cries to Elymas, "Thou child of the 
devil,'' etc., yet all these preachers are God"s servants, and so are ours 
to profit. 

2. "T!,r wodd" is ours. The only end of its continued existence 
is for us ; wb.en this purpose is served, it will be burned up. It is all 
ours, and TT"e alone fully enjoy it; others abuse it. God's works in 
the world are ours, to teach us more about God. The world is ours to 
conquer for Prince Emmanuel, that as kings and priests we may 
reign with Him upon the earth. 

3. "L,fe '' is ours as a lobby to dress in, ready for the grand 
entrr;r into the palace of the King. Life is ours to enjoy, as the 
antepast of Heaven; ours in which to glorify Jesus. How sweet to 
have life as an opportunity of showing our zeal for our Lord! Life is 
the seed-time of eternity, the saints' purification time, when with 
sweet spices the Church is to be prepared for her Heavenly Bride
groom. 

4. "IJeatl, " also is ours. Yes, thou grim monster, hold thy 
tongue, for I am thy owner ! Try not to frighten thy master, but 
serve him. Death is our deliverance from sin, toil, trouble, care ; 
our welcome to holiness, rP.st, joy, Jesus, Heaven. Death is to the 
Christian the gate to perpetual purity. 

5. " Things present " are ours. Prosperity should profit us by 
exciting to gratitude, joy, holiness. Adversity is doubly ours as the 
fire to consume the dross, and purify the gold. Providence is ours to 
guide, provide, etc:. Grace is ours to comfort, strengthen, constrain, 
restrain. Adoption, justification, the ordinances, Sabbaths, Bible, 
Church, all are ours. 

6. " Things to co1,ie " are ours. Death we have already mentioned ; 
but all future life is ours. At the resurrection we shall rise, the 
judgment will be the confirmation of our state of bliss. Heaven, 
eternity, God,-all the great unutterables are summed up in this 
expression: "things to come." Without these things to come, the 
list of our blessings would not be complete, but all things conceivable, 
yea, and all things inconceivable, are ours for ever and ever. 

This brings us to the consideration Qf-
II. THE TITLE-DEED OF THE INHERITANCE: " Ye are Christ's; and 

Christ is God's." 
They to whom all these things belong are Christ's,-
1. By the Father"s gift to the Son. 
2. By the Son·s purchase on Calvary. With a great price 

obtained He all these blessings for His people. 
3. By their complete consecration to Him,-resigning their souls 

to Him to be saved, their spirits to be renewed, their lives to be 
devoted to His service. They are not their own, but Christ's. 

Unless you can say this, _you cannot read your title clear, for you 
have none. You must be Christ's in three things,-His as a disciple, 
siw,,, He is a l'rophet; His as a humble suppliant, since He is a 
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Priest; His as a loyal subject, for He is King. If you are His, you 
are His brother, His spouse, His bones and His flesh, one with Him 
for ever. 

The second part of the Christian's title-deed runs thus, and is neces-
sary to its validity : " Chri8t is God' B." 

Christ is God's Son ; therefore, what shall be denied Him ? 
Christ is God's Heir; so, who shall deny His right? 
Christ is God's gift ; will He not with Him also fre.,ly give us all 

things? 
The devil, the world, and old unbelief, with all their quibbles, shall 

never upset this title-deed. Burn it, they cannot, for 'tis preserved 
in Heaven's archives. 

But if a man claims these things which the apostle mentions, but 
does not possess the title-deed, his case when tried will fail 

III. THE PROPER BEHAVIOUR OF THE PossESSOR : " Therefore let no 
man glory i·n men." 

Glory not in ministers.-" All are yours," therefore be not dazzled 
by one. "Ye are Christ's," so do not pin yourselves to man. "Christ 
is God's,'' so do not fancy He belongs to only one section of the Church, 
or to only one minister. 

Glory not in self, for you are nothing, and you have nothing except 
as self is lost and merged in Jesus. Trust not your own strength ; 
but be humble, and glory in God. 

1. Search for the title-deeds in your heart. Be sure that, if they 
are in Heaven, you will have a copy of them. 

2. If all things are ours, what fools we should be to murmur! 
The possessor of the earth must not cry for farthings, but be the 
happiest of beings all his life long. 

3. Be liberal. If you have all things, you can afford to give a 
little. If Christ gave you all, surely you can give Him some ? 

XCIII.-THE LIVING SACRIFICE. 

"I beseP.cli. you tl1erefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, t!tat ye present 
your bodies a liri"ng sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable sen-ice."-Romans xii. 1. 

It is a foul piece of lying and the abominable spawn of scandal to 
say that "the doctrines of grace lead to licentiousness," for a belief 
of them lies at the root of all Evangelical obedience, and they are the 
very cause of holiness. 

The apostle who speaks most concerning election is now climbing 
the loftiest heights of practice. 

We shall notice-those of us who are Christians,-
!. WHAT WE ARE TO no: "Present your bodies a living sacrifice." 
" To present "-not to give up when demanded, but freely to bring 

forward, and freely to give, and that every day, constantly. Legal 
obedience resigns, 1:1piritual obedience presents. 

" Your bodfrs "-the soul can only be presented in the body; the 
body can only be presented with the soul. The whole of our body
not the head, or hall(ls, or ears alone,-the whole of our time and 
talents is to be presented. 
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"A lfrin,q sacr(ficr "-in opp,isition to the dend ones of the law. Christ's 
<leRth atones, but our sac·rifice is not intended for that purpose. It is 
to bC' a living, not a formal, heartlPss sacrifice ; a living, i.e., an active 
lively one. Some Christians seem, as we say, "dead and alive," no~ 
1-10 ought it to lw with any nf us. 

It is to be a !i,·ing sacrifice; -i.e., it is to be presented in full life 
and vigour, not dt>laying till the death-bed. God loves not old dying 
bullocks for a sacrifae, but those which are at their best, and without 
blPmish. 

Here is consecration to God; as were the lambs of old, so must we 
be, dead to the world. 

Here is self-denial, self-sacrificing, the death of self, loving others 
better than ourselves, becoming a sacrifice to man as well as to God. 

II. How WE ARE TO no IT : " Present your bodies . holy, 
acceptable." 

"Holy." Holiness is the only way of offering ourselves to God; 
a man has not made a full surrender of himself until holiness pre
dominates in him. The ways of penance, self-mortification, etc., 
adopted by Catholics, are not the methods God loves ; but it is His 
delight for us to be holy. God never requires us to do anything at 
variance with His law, and the best way of serving Him is the way 
He has appointed. 

"Acceptable." To be so, several things are required: -
I. They must be slain by the Priest, i.e., Jesus in us must destroy 

sin. If anything else makes merely a reform in us, it will not be 
acceptable. 

2. They must be offered on the one altar, Jesus. The only 
acceptable works are those done by faith in Him; we must offer only 
as His servants. 

3. They must be mingled with salt. J esu's merit must be put 
with them, He must season them to make them acceptable. 

4. They must be wholly offered, and be whole when offered. If 
but an inch of the tail were gone from a beast presented as a sacrifice, 
it could not be accepted. So, with us it must be all or nothing; God 
will not accept us in part. 

III. THE A.&GU"ME!','TS PAUL EMPLOYS: "I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, ..... your reasonable service." 

"I "-your brother, God's ambassador, your minister,-" beseech"
strongly urge on you, more than desire or request; I beg and pray of 
you, even on my knees. " You "-both Jews and Gentiles, for I have 
been speaking of both. 

" Tlwrefore," i.e., because of your election, since, if Jews, you are a 
remnant of a nation now given over to blindness of heart ; and if 
Gentiles, that ye are not passed by, as under the old dispensation-, and 
as the bulk of the world is even now at this time. 

" BreU.ren "-my brethren, and brethren of Jesus ; surely, your 
dignified rank demands such a sacrifice, since, you remember, you are 
thus honoured by grace. 

"By the merei'e8 of Uod,"-not by the terrors of Sinai, or the 
thrnatenings of the law, but by higher motives, by the gratitude you 
OW(• to Him. Not jor the mercies of God, not to obtain them; but by 
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them, becnuso you have received them; hy y<Jur electiou, redemption, 
effectual calling, justification, adoption, perseverance, by the illfi 
averted, by the good conferred, by the sin forgiven, by the holiness 
inwrought, "I beseech you" to pre,1ent your bodies a living sacrifice. 

" TV/iich is your reasonable service." Here is nothing at all unreason
able; you confess that you are purchased by Christ; "bought with a 
price; " it is therefore only £air that you should serve your Heavenly 
Owner as best you can. Creation, redemption, and all the grace we 
have received, make it nothing but rational and right that we should 
serve the Lord Christ with all our powers. Let not this urgent 
appeal be in vain ; let us yield to it at once ; surely every true child of 
God will do so? 

I. This surrender will be impossible in our own strength ; if 
Christ be not the slayer of sin. it will never die. 

2. Let the Christian ever live in this spirit, for indeed it is a true 
Christian one. 

May God help me to do it personally '. Amen. 

XCIV,-THE LOST SAYED. 

" For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.''-Luke xix. 10. 

This verse contains in a few words the sum total of Christ's works 
of salvation, and may profitably be illustrated by taking man in all 
his progress from death to life. Think what it is to be lost,-a child 
iu a wood, a lamb on the mountains, sailors wrecked at sea,-so is 
man through sin. 

I. BY NATURE, WITHOUT THE GosPEL,-" LosT." 
In Adam,-by natural depravity,-by the first actual sin. By 

aggravated sin, doubly lost,-no hope, no way of salvation, but ruin 
stares him in the face. 

II. BY NATURE, WITH THE GOSPEL, BUT WITHOU7 THE SPIRIT OF 
Gon. 

Naturally averse to good, and prone to evil, hardened yet more by 
crime, unmelted by wrath or mercy, by tears, by provi.dences,-he is 
" lost" indeed. 

III. THE FIRST STAGE OF SALVATION,-BEING SOUGHT BY CHRIST. 
By the ·word, by Providence, but especially by the effectual calling 

nf the Holy Ghost. 
IV. THE SouGHT ONE THEN SEEKS Gon. 
The sinner feels his sin, weeps over it, repents the commission of it ; 

and then comes-
V. 'l.'HE EFFECT OF THIS DOUBLE SEEKING 
The man believes in Christ, and so is s1i.ved ; m due time, he 

arrives in glory, and he is then completely saved. 
Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost; and He does 

,vl,at He came to do, 

( To be continued.) 
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:BY H. T. s., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCH OF THE MONTHS," &o., &o. 

IV.-WHEN Buns APPEAR. 

NOW is tht' time to stand in the by-way before the budding bush, and 
ponder on the swelling and shrinkage of the year. The great 

visitation has begun; and, however many deductions there may be by 
frost and cloud, the sun will punctually increase the strength of his 
ritys, and the rising sap within a thousand stems will seek to respond 
to the stimulus without. This stimulus has the subtle power of stirring 
every living cell to action, so that root-filaments are constantly sending 
reinforcements to the front. If we could really see the whole process 
of plant growth on a Spring day, how wonderful it would appear,
dull clods yielding salts of growth, and all the busy spores building 
up from utterly unlikely material the superstructure of flowers and 
fruits ! 

The bush, this morning, glistens with Spring dew-drops. The buds 
are like expectant lips. It is the way these things have of taking part 
in the response, " Day unto day uttereth speech." Inarticulate, but 
real, are these responses, for the life of the sap and the life of the sun 
are one; and when the great light returns, the buds come out to greet 
him. As the Psalter hath it,-" There is neither speech nor language; 
but their voices are heard among them." Spring dews are a contrast 
to Autumn mists, inasmuch as they dry with the increase of day; nor 
do they hang as tears on the weary eyelids of a dying year, but 
rather as excess of joy dims a maiden's lashes when her heart foretells 
the footsteps of her love. So, when the sun, "as a bridegroom," 
cometh out of his chamber, then the dew-drops, pure virgins of the 
morning, re:flect his image, and the young leaves unfurl as bannerets, 
while sweet Nature stands, all in fresh loveliness, to be his bride. 

The nineteenth Psalm, and many another Scripture, are in harmony 
with this budding time. The spiritually-minded of to-day may pause, 
also, before the opening leaves, and learn to be an expositor. The new 
leaf unfolding, spreading its full surface to sympathetic surroundings ; 
the possibilities of its destiny,-whether to suffer untimely rents from 
sudden storms, or to be twisted from its true shape to serve as a roof 
for a maggot's home, or to live all the Summer long a breathing lung, 
drawing from the sun-saturated air the vital essence to be transmitted 
to the plant's growth,-t.hese, with many more, will serve as texts for 
the student's future homilies. . ~ . . 

In the By-gones, when buds appeared, we used to traverse fragrant 
lanes till, at a village Manse, we found our goal. There, in a little 
roow overlooking wooded slopes, two of us studied all the morning 
hours, going through Old Testament Books in Hebrew, and Gospels and 
Epistles in Greek. Then, as the day wore on, we would take such a 
work as "Jonathan EdwardB on the Will," or Sir William Hamilton's 
·• Metilpbysicr;," and, wandering to the woods, r;it down on sweet-scented 
fir-faggots, and ditKUsll the themell. Many a time were we in a thicket 
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in a double sense. On other occasions, we arrived at some remarkable 
conclusions, almost inventing an absolutely perfect system of philosophy; 
yet, just as we were about to cry, "Eureka," we would find ourselves 
gazing abstractedly at the ceiling of the little room whence we had 
sallied forth. But, referring to our open-air ,itndio, it is not given to 
all young ministers to put in a part of their education in such a 
romantic fashion. It would be a wrong term were we to use the word 
"finish,"-for when is our education finislted '2 The writer, for one, 
feels himself every day terribly backward. Yet if this sketch should 
be read in a leisure hour by brother-students, it may give a hint to 
them as to a pleasant way of keeping up with profit the studies begun 
in College days. It was thus that two of us more particularly formed 
ourselves into a "continuation class" in the years gone by, though 
there are men all over the country who cherish memories of the 
gatherings of kindred spirits held long ago in the Manse on the wooded 
ridge above the waters of the Chess_ 

The ways over those tree-crowned heights have not been trodden for 
many a year. The fir-faggot seats of our out-of-door academy have 
long since crackled into flame, and curled away in blue smoke. The 
grand old titled rector, as humble in mind as he was exalted in piety 
and position, years back joined those who are truly "the upper ten," 
where all are "crowned heads" and peers of the Heavenly realm. The 
land steward, to whom we used to offer theological nuts to crack as an 
apology for trespassing, and who, though be did not know it, might 
be said to belong to the noble family of Waldegrave,-which simply 
means " keeper of the woods," he, too, has long since heard the " Well 
done, good and faithful servant," from Him whose prerogative alone 
it is to give lasting promotion. And the two students, who walked 
amid the opening leaves in their Spring days, have lived well-nigh 
through the Summer of life,-with what ripening fruit as the growth 
of the years, the Great Husbandman alone fully knoweth. 

A closing touch, pathetic in its way, may be interesting to the 
readers of our former reveries. There was a death among " the 
Ancients"% of the Almshouses about the time when the harsh winds 
of early Spring frightened the buds. We met, one February day, a 
precise little old lady hurrying along; but at the sight of us she drew 
up with the courtesies of "auld lang syne," and began to mince her 
vowels as of yore. She had suffered a great loss, so she sadly told us. 
We looked at her shining black, and neat widow's frill; but we 
remembered that her blind husband had become a great sightseer 
years before. "My bird," explained the old lady. Then we learned 
that one of the most notable among "the Ancients"had passed away. 
The philosophic parrot had ceased to speak. " He lived with me over 
thirty years," sighed the little lady, "and never said a word I disap
proved of." We ventured to remark that such a enlogium could not 
be passed upon many of the most famous statesmen and divines, let 
alone some of "the dear departed." The old dame looked far away, 

* Sec" Among the Ancients," by H. T. S., in The Sword awl the Trowel, J,.ly, IS%. 
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and sighed. But she soon recovered, and added, " I could not bear to 
ha,o him buried, so I am going this afternoon to see that ho is 
properly stuffed; I shall be able to look at him that way." "But he 
won't talk to you," we put in. "No,'' she slowly replied, and tho tears 
gathered. "How we all change!" she jerked on; "you are looking 
well, but we soon go. It's astonishing how quickly we are taken off. 
My poor bird seemed in perfect health in the morning that he died at 
night." We looked as grave as we could, and concluded that, as her 
feathered companion's death had made such a deep impression on the 
ancient almswoman, we might well appeal to her susceptible mind on 
higher things. We therefore led on the conversation to the theme of 
the great salvation, and thus the episode of the parrot afforded an 
opportunity for the preaching of the gospel. 

~ ~ounfain ~mtrit. 

O'ER the vales the vapours gather, 
And the mists hang heavy there ; 

On the summit of the mountain 
All is fresh, and clear, and fair. 

Up upon the highest ridges 
You will find a wider view; 

More of glory, more of sunlight, 
More exhilaration, too. 

Out of shadow into sunshine, 
Through the clouds to light sublime, 

Into better, fairer region 
You will pass as on you climb. 

So it is in other climbing, 
When the soul aspiring gains -

Turning from earth's lowland shadows
Higher peaks of Heaven's range. 

Groping out a plodding pathway, 
Up the crag and jutting height; 

From the sorrow to the shining, 
From the darkness to the light. 

Ever led, led on by J esu11, 
Grasping still His wounded palm ; 

Climbing into choice communion 
Bright and blessed, clear and calm. 

Into heights of glorious prospect, 
Up above the clang and din; 

Walking 'midst God's goldeu sunlig-ht, 
Bathing evermore therein. 

.T. R. WAY. 
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IIY THOMAS SPURGEON. 

CAMPING OuT. 

WERE I asked to name "the place to spend a happy day," I 
should not answer " Rosherville," but " The New Zealand 

Bush." And if one day there is happy, I can bear my testimony 
that a whole fortnight by no means exhausts the pleasure. 

My poor little picture conveys a very faint idea of the beauty of 
our camping ground. A clearing in the forest provided a dry yet 
sheltered space, a brooklet babbled beneath the bridge, and broke 
into a waterfall not far below. A troop of tree ferns stood sentinel 
around our tents. A dead tree served as a cooking range, and there 
was fuel on every hand. We made four tabernacles there, three for 
dormitories, and one as a dining saloon. Our horses roamed almost 
at will, for there was a bar across the bridge that led towards home. 
Moreover, the corn-sack was a mighty magnet. We sported a flag
staff, and some colours which were hauled down regularly at the 
setting of the sun. 

Ent/raved on wood by T. Spurgt:,ori. 

SUNSET IN THE DUSH. 

Our beds were of fern,-spring mattresses, indeed !-and we sought 
them early. How still those evenings were! The whirr and whirl 
o~ town were quite unheard. Only the hooting of the native owl 
disturbed the silence, while in the early morn-

" The deep toll of the bell-bird 
Came softly to the ear.'' 

12 
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We were a happy company, for we all loved Jesus, and delighted 
in the tokens of His power and love. It seemed to us that He 
Himself had said, "Come ye yourselves apart, and rest awhile." It 
was at His invitation that we withdrew from the haunts of men. so 
\>e were sure of His company all the time. How gloriously He 
entertained us ! The atmosphere was of the clearest, so pure and 
bright, and charged with health, that every breath meant added 
strength. The scenery was of the loveliest,-giant trees and 
flowering creepers, fronded palms and plum-hued hills. The 
orchestra that sounded all the day, and serenaded us at night, was 
composed o~ th~ booming sea, the twittering birds, the rippling rill, 
and the whispering breeze. We, also, sang, as well we might in such 
a concert-hall. 

The duties of our lot were light, and if in some cases they were 
unaccustomed, there was a special charm in consequence. Wood
gathering, :fire-tending, water-carrying, horse-grooming, and meal
preparing were by no means irksome tasks. Even "washing-up" 
was rob bed of its horrors by circumstances so enchanting, and the 
number of willing hands. Of sweeping, and dusting, and scrubbing, 
we were relieved, for of carpets, and linoleum, and bric-a-brae, we had 
none. The milkman and the butcher never came too late ; of organ
grinders we were happily free, while postmen, and telegraph boys, 
and mendicants were conspicuous only by their absence. Yet it must 
not be supposed that there were no drawbacks. The sand.flies plagued 
us at times and in sundry places ; the mosquitoes held high carnival 
some nights, trumpeting defiance ere they sucked our blood. The 
horses wandered far too far occasionally, and the wind was not always 
in the right direction to keep the smoke of our fire from the tents. 
The fire itself was not always as amenable to reason as a well-behaved 
fire should be, and at least on one occasion the kettle would not boil 
when the ladies of the party were "dying for a cup of tea.'' 

There were minor mishaps, and trifling ills, of course, nor can a 
faithful historian venture to record that all the members of the party 
always saw eye to eye. We were mortals, even though we seemed in a 
paradise, and the paradise itself was not without its reminders of 
the Fall. 

We had some diversions as well as certain drawbacks .. There was 
nothing particular to do. That was the beauty of it, for of " doing " 
we had had enough in town. Wailing, riding, sketching, fishing, 
bathing, ferning, each had ite votaries, while some liked reading and 
resting better than aught else. All this seems tame, I doubt not, to 
those whose notion of holiday happiness involves novelty, and rush, 
and changing scenes. " How howwibly slow, to be sure ! " I hear 
the exquisite exclaim. 

On one occasion, however, we enjoyed a real excitement. The glow 
of ,-;unset was one evening excelled by the glory of a bush-fire. 
Fortunately, it was at some little distance from our camp, and the 
wind was m the right direction for our safety. Rarely have I seen 
so impressive a sight. Brock and Pain together (with due respect to 
their skill) could not produce such pyrotechnics. The trees were 
pillars of flame. From branch to branch leaped the live fire- brands. 
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The creepers were as so many shrouds up which the fire-flam!ls 
swarmed, like sailors up the rigging. Every bush was a glowi1w 
furnace, every climbing plant was a flying fiery serpent, every tre~ 
was a flaming flambeau. Crash after crash startled us, and sent its 
shower of glittering sparks high into the smoky air. Never can I 
forget the flaming piles, the crackling undergrowth, the clouds of 
smoke, the glowing cressets, and the flying sparks. There was little 
fear of real danger, for of houses there were none, so there were no 
sad sentiments to spoil the scene. So we enjoyed our fireworks to the 
full, and cried, " 0 - - - - - h ! " and "A - - - - - h ! '' to our hearts' 
content at each fresh set-piece. Some of thoughtful turn wondered 
how the fire commenced,-a broken bottle or a careless match might 
cause the mischief, or even spontaneous combustion, as some maintain. 

The pastor in the company-for, of course, we had our chaplain,
was evidently gathering some sticks for his particular fire, and on 
the next Sunday after our holiday he took as his text, " Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth ! " He told of how " the spark, 
scarce seen, will set ablaze the illimitable forest," and of how in a 
bush-fire the flame runs along the ground, and climbs up the hanging 
growths,-

" And as in triumph seizes on the boughs, 
And reigns upon the throne of pine-tree tops, 
And wraps the forest in a robe of flame." 

He did his best, no doubt, but I con1ess I wished I hadn't seen the 
conflagration he attempted to describe. Still, I am bound to admit 
that he was at least as successful as I have been. I preferred the 
application of the parable, for it was more fervid than the de
scription was vivid, the gist of it being summed up in this sentence :
" Be cautious of every little spark, lest th"l infernal flames should 
burst forth, and spread devastation over the whole circle of your 
lives." 

He told us of the mischief wrought by tongue-sins. He bade us 
fight the flames, and advised us to keep a stock of hand-grenades to 
quench the rising fire. He assw·ed us, however, that just as a bush
fire is best put out by a smart shower, so a downpour of grace and 
wisdom :from above is the best extinguisher for the inflammatory 
element of evil. 

This display of fireworks was a grand finale to our happy sojourn 
in the solitudes, but the whole season was enjoyable and profitable to 
a high degree. Who could dwell for fourteen days 'mid scenes so 
delectable without being drawn at least a little nearer to the gracious 
God who made them all? 

" In contemplation of crested things, 
By steps we me.y ascend to God." 

If " an undevout astronomer is mad," what shall be said of one who 
dwells all day beneath "the spacious temple of the sky," who rests at 
night in presence of " a million torches lighted by God's hand," and 
yet withholds from Heaven his homage and his love? Oh, that every 
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holidRy may lead us gently by the hand towards God! In the 
temple of His hRndiwork, everything saith, "Glory." Shall we alone 
be dumb? Rather let us cry,-

" Great are Thy works, Almighty ! And if they 
So gree.t., how great e.rt Thou, who hid'st Thyself 
Behind this gorgeous scene, sustaining all I " 

~ ~irade in tht )ittntl'll ~orld. 
IIY J. DINNEN GILMORE, OORK, 

I HA VE a profound belief in the authenticity and absolute inerrancy 
of" my Father's letter to His children in the world,"-the Book 

which is emphatically THE Boox. My faith in this "Wonderful, 
wonderful Word" has been justified and con.firmed by personal atudy. 
Studying the Book for myself, I have come to see that my father's 
and mother's faith rested on a rock, whose granite depth no hostile 
leverage can reach. Studying the Book for myself has so confirmed 
my faith that I am bold to say, "If ever it comes to a matter of de
cision whether to believe God's revelation or man's speculation, I shall 
unhesitatingly say, with the apostle Paul, 'Let God be true; and 
every man a liar.' " Studying the Book for myself, I have come to 
see that its very structure proves its authenticity, its Divine origin. 
To use the words of Canon Liddon, " Revealed truth is not a series of 
propositions, having no relation to each other, and out of which the 
human intellect may make its choice. It is not like a scrap-book 
made up of extracts from all religions of the world. Nor is it 
like a museum of statues, in which each composition is complete, and 
has no necessary relation to the figures around it. It is an organic 
whole, every portion of which is perfectly connected with the rest, as 
are the limbs of a living creature with its trunk and heart. Thus 
there is a nexus between all truths which fairly belong to the substance 
of revelation; a relationship at once so intimate and so persuasive that 
the believing soul cannot but be drawn onward from truth to truth." 

The Word of God is confessedly one Book, not only formally, but 
really, though made up of sixty-six pamphlets, composed by not less 
than forty writers, scattered over a period of not less than sixteen 
centuries. The style and character of these pamphlets are striking in 
their variety and diversity:-" Some are historical, others poetical; 
some contain laws, others lyrics; some are prophetic, some symbolic; 
in the New Testament, we have four Gospels, on.e historic narrative, 
and twenty-one Epistles, followed by a symbolic poem in the most Ori
ental imagery." The writers were of every grade of culture and mental 
capacity, and moved in the most opposite spheres of life. Kings and 
fishermen, shepherds and physicians, are on the roll ; yet the various 
books of the one Book are entirely at agreement. The subjects em
braced, wide as is their range, are not merely so many treatises bound 
in om, volume, but are really a single Book, and that Book a miracle 
in the literary world. "Even where, at first glanc!l, there appears to 
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be a conflict, as between Paul and James, we find, on closer examina
tion, that instead of standing face to face beating each other, they 
stand back to back, beating off common foes." The unity and 
symmetry of the Word of God are perfect. As Dr. Monro Gibson points 
out in his excellent little book on this subject, '' The unity is that of 
a single organic whole, in which all the members together constitute 
one single body, pervaded, from head and heart to finger-tips, with 
the same life, and expressing the thought of a single mind." 

Whence comes this unity of Moses and Malachi, of Matthew and 
John? a unity which could not be fully seen, or clearly understood, 
until John added the capstone, and declared, sixteen hundred years 
after Moses laid the foundation, that the building was now com
plete, and nothing further must be added. We can only account for 
this unity by believing that God is in it, that God is its Author,-His 
the one mind which pervades the whole. Evidently the only explana
tion is that given at the beginning of the Epistle to the Hebrews: 
"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by His Son ; " and by Peter in his second Epistle : "The prophecy 
came not in the old time by the will of man : but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Studying the Book for myself, I have found it a land flowing with milk 
and honey, well repaying all the time, or pains, or trouble spent in 
order to enter it. I have found this land to contain storehouses for 
God's pilgrim children, filled to the full with food most convenient for 
their mental, moral, intellectual, and spiritual development. There are 
rich gold mines, precious diamonds, and valuable pearls for man's 
enrichment. There are wide and well-stocked domains, in which, as 
we wander here and there, we find fresh beauties revealed, and catch 
glimpses of scenery the entrancing loveliness of which surpasses man's 
natural powers to conceive. 

" 'Tis e. broe.d le.nd of wee.Ith unknown, 
Where springs of life e.rise." 

Studying the Book, we find it contains many excellent and eminent 
names given to it by God, that He m~ht draw our affections 
more fully towards it. Each name supplies us with a fresh and further 
reason why we should search it again and yet again. It is a mirror,
to show me myself and my Saviour. It is a hammer.-to break my 
hard heart. It is a.fire,-to purify me from evil. It is a two-edged 
sword,-to pierce me through and through, and afterwards to enable 
me to fight for my King. It is medicine,-to heal me. It is milk,-j,o 
nourish me ; food,-to sustain me ; and wine,-to cheer me. It is a 
lamp and a light,-to guide my feet aright, and lead me in paths that 
are safe. It is water,-to wash me. It is treasure,-to enrich me. It 
is a key,-to unlock for me the gate of Heaven. It is good seed,-to pro
duce a harvest for God's glory, It is a discerner,-to keep my motive 
always pure. Thus the Word of God has every name given to it 
that is calculated to make us seek, study, and search it instead of any
thing else. 
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Jjcllomship, ~cctin9B. 
THIS i1, an age of variety and of change, and the caterer for 

worldlJ· amusements is very shrewd in introducing any novelty 
t.hat is likely to "take " with the public, and bring grist to his mill, 
Hence, we are frequently confronted with flaring advertisements on 
the street hoardings of " variety entertainments," etc., in which the 
wit, the wisdom, and the folly of man are all combined to amuse the 
people, and t.o cause even the sad ones, for a little while, to forget 
the:r so1Tows. Many of the professed Christian churches, too, are 
following in the worldlings' wake, and are issuing programmes of 
,·ery doubtful entertainments in order to entice the people, and to 
please their se.nses, but not to minister to the spiritual wants of the 
needy soul. 

w·e, who are seeking to follow the Lord fully, do not want per
formances in our churches and chapels, nor any intellectual 
entertainments, to take the place of the old-fashioned gospel of 
Christ ; yet it may be well sometimes to have a little variation from 
the ordinary routine, and not to keep always in the old ruts, regardless 
of whether they are the best course for us or not. For, in face of the 
fact that music-halls and theatres are crowded almost every night, 
and public-houses are thronged with paying guests, it certainly is not 
a very healthy sign of the vitality of the Christian religion when, out 
of churches consisting of two or three hundred members, we see only 
a mere handful of people at a week-night service, and perhaps a 
score or less at a prayer-meeting. Surely we need our spiritual 
appetites sharpened, more heavenly aspirations, and burning zeal for 
the glory of God and the salvation of souls ; then should we ask as 
those who truly wanted, and our prayer-meetings would become a II\Ore 
blessed reality and power than at present. 

It might be well, too, if our public petitions were interspersed 
occasionally with notes of spontaneous praise. We have plenty of 
singing, but there is too much system in it, and it is frequently 
resorted to just to spin out the time. Often, some poor heart may be 
full, either of sorrow or of joy, and it would be a relief to such an 
one if a spirit of liberty- prevailed in the meeting, so that it might 
make its experience known, and ask for prayer, or sound a note of 
praise. Why, even a hearty "Amen!" or a joyful "Hallelujah!" 
will sometimes infuse fresh life into the meeting, and chase away the 
monotony with which our great enemy would fain spoil our best 
devotions. 

fhen, instead of calling upon the friends by name to engage in 
prayer, as is still the practice in many places, is it not more Scriptural 
to let those speak to the Lord whose hearts He has touched, or who 
feel led by the Holy Ghost to do so? "Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty," but how can there be liberty if one man is to 
decide whether they shall pray or not? Many times have I heard 
such remarks as these:-" I would have liked to engage in prayer 
this evening, but had not the opportunity;" or, "I was sorry Mr. 

called upon me, for I felt no liberty of utterance just then." 
No, let the Lord Himself be the Conductor, then there will be no 
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clogging of the wheels, nor discord in the working. Oh, for more 
Holy Ghost fire in our hearts, that we may be loosened from our 
surroundings, and be able to worship God in spirit aud in truth ! 

Might it not be well, at least occasionally, to have a Fellowship or 
Testimony Meeting? We get BO many sermons, and speeches, and 
addresses, but BO little personal testimony ; yet, if we are indeed the 
people of God, surely we have some experience in Divine things, and 
could say a few words to the edification of others. The Psalmist 
says, " The Lord bath done great things for us, whereof we are glad." 
Well, brethren and sisters, has not the Lord done great things for us 
also? Surely we may well take up the strain, and follow his example 
when he says, "Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what He bath done for my soul." Let us meditate on those 
beautiful words in Malachi iii. 16-18: "Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another," etc., and ask ourselves if we cannot 
speak also of His mercies, His deliverances, and His wonderful works. 
Never mind though it be in simple words and broken language; if it 
comes fresh and warm from the heart, then doubtless some poor 
weary souls shall be encouraged to forget their burdens, and to go on 
their way rejoicing. And, possibly, some thoughtless ones, too, might 
thus be led to think oli these things for good I believe there are 
thousands of God's people who are languishing through want of more 
personal testimony, whose hearts might be gladdened by the ex
perience of others, and by knowing how the Lord had delivered them 
in similar trials. The Christian has no need to resort to books of 
fiction, nor to sensational entertainments, for amusement ; truth is 
stronger as well as stranger than fiction, and much more wonderful ; 
and if it be faithfully told, it cannot fail to be entertaining and also 
profiting to the hearer. _Besides, since the experience of saints of old 
was written for our learning, why should ours be all passed by in 
silence? 

Of course, objections may be raised against a meeting being thrown 
open for personal testimony; yet, if it be presided over by a godly, 
judicious pastor, it cannot go far wrong, and might prove very help
ful to the friends generally. The pastor, too, would thus become 
better acquainted with his flock, and might find in such gatherings 
fresh subjects that he might afterwards speak upon in the pulpit. 
He would also have opportunities of speaking "a word in 
season" at the time, and of clearing away any errors or 
difficulties in the minds of his people. It would, doubtless, likewise 
tend to draw the minister and his church and congregation more 
closely together, and endear them to each other. The apostle Paul 
advocated such meetings, and frequently admonished the saints to 
exhort and edify one ano~her. Surely they were not more experienced 
?r capable of doing so then, than believers are now? Is Christ 
mdeed precious to our souls, and yet are we too bashful to speak His 
praises, except in the singing of hymns? When the apostle com
manded that "all things be done decently and in order," surely he 
never intended to exclude all liberty, nor confine the speaking to those 
who have gone through a course of special training for the ministry? 
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Is it strange that so many should be weak in the faith, and spiritually 
sickly among us, seeing that there are so few facilities £or the people 
0£ God to counsel and stimulate each other ? 

General Booth made a happy hit when he began utilising all his 
forces, and requiring even the newest converts to testify 0£ what the 
Lord had done for their souls ; and hence it is that the Salvationists, 
with all their faults and imperfections, are so vigorous and successful 
in their work, and that so many from other sects join them. Through 
lack 0£ experience and discipline there is, of course, a good deal of 
wild-fire with their zeal; but I once heard Mr. C. H. Spurgeon say 
that he would rather have a little wild-fire than no fire at all. 

There is no doubt that such gatherings £or personal testimony as I 
have described above might become very blessed seasons, if they 
were presided over by experienced and deeply-taught Christians. In 
connection with the church of which it is my privilege to be a member, 
-Kenyon Baptist Church, Brixton, (Pastor, James Douglas, M.A.)
we have now and then a Fellowship Meeting 0£ the kind here 
advocated, and the time is always found to be exceedingly enjoyable, 
inspiring, and helpful ; and if similarly conducted, such gatherings 
might be productive 0£ great blessing to other churches also. 

C.H.B. 

0 KING most wonderful, of thorn-crowned brow, 
And pierced hand, and foot, and open side ; 

To Thee in lowly reverence I bow, 
And hail Thee King 0£ kings, though crucified ! 

Yet who am I, with that transcendent name
At which the angels bow-to make so free; 

I, who, alas ! to my abundant shame, 
Helped, by my sins, to nail Thee to the tree ? 

It is Thy gentleness that makes me bold 
To greet Thee with the tribute of my love; 

And that same grace that, in the days of old, 
Drew sinners to Thee, will not me reprove. 

Do not I love Thee ? Is there aught beside 
Thy love, that I would ask £or as a boon? 

Does not my heart rise to Thee as the tide 
Swells to the gentle drawing of the moon? 

And this shall be the blessing-if I may,-
For which, with all mJ' heart, I make request; 

Teach me to love Thee better, day by day, 
For he has most of Heaven who loves Thee best. 

Foots Cray. E. A. TYDEMAN, 
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" ®ur ODwn ~tn " and thtir ~nrh. 
XL.-PASTOR DAVID L. DoNALD, CrrrTTAGONG, BENGAL. 

C HITTAGONG is the most 
Eastern of the many sta

tions of the Baptist Missionary 
Society in India. It lies on the 
North-east bend of the Bay of 
Bengal, and it has a population 
-0f 1,290,167, Mr. Donald 
writes:-" The district presents 
to the missionary opportunities 
-0£ the most varied and interest
ing kind . . . . . We are rather 
out of the track of missionaries 
here, and seldom see any of our 
fellow-labourers. We are not, 
however, without our visitors,
from the tiger which stopped at 
the foot of our hill to quarrel with the cobblers; the thief who 
stole our Christmas pudding; the other thief who carried off our 
-carving knife and lemonade the night before a great festival; the 
negro who had travelled with circuses all round the world. and was in 
danger of being left for ever in Chittagong for want of fourpence to take 
his luggage to the steamer; the Burmese who proved his standing as 
a Christian, and his knowledge of Christian teaching, by repeating the 
,commands, 'Thou shall not steal,' • Thou shall not get angry,' &c.; 
to the Salvation Army officer, who is striving to solve the knotty 
problem of the best labour for the Lord's vineyard at the cheapest 
price. But the day we long for is the day when our door shall be 
besieged by men enquiring the way to Zion." 

The brother whose portrait is given above, was born on May 10th, 
1865, in Dundee, Forfarshire. He was the eldest of four children. 
His father, Peter G. Donald, was a chemist; and when David was 
but eight years of age, the family moved to London. His parents 
being Presbyterians, they were for some years members of John 
Knox's Church at Stepney'. Here the children attended the Sabbath
school, and little David drank in the doctrines of God's Word that he 
now so highly values, and loves to preach. At the early age of four
teen, he was brought to Christ; and though he was always a serious 
and thoughtful lad, this act of trust marked a new era in his history. 
A casual remark, dropped by his day-school teacher, led him to read 
his Bible through ; and as he read, he made the grand discovery that 
Christ was his own Redeemer ! 

Thus began a life of devotion that was to bring the same revelation 
within the reach of a people in a distant land in a language he did not 
then know existed. His enthusiasm and desire to work for God seem 
to have been aroused at once. As his sympathies widened and grew, 
they led him to think much of other lands and their spiritual needs. 
The Congo especially allured him by its terrible claims ; but in the 
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meantime th<> diamond required cutting and polishing thnt it might 
th<> better refl0ct the lig·ht of God, and blaze it forth~ afar. So he 
naturally took up work nertr at hand. In connection with John Knox's 
Church, there was organized a" Band of Mission Workers," and David 
joined them. Th<>n much of his spare time, and especially his Sundays, 
were spent at the "Strangers' Rest" in Ratcliff Highway. Here, 
work among sailors tested his devotedness and pluck, and unconsciously 
prepared him for service in the Chittagong Harbour, thousands of 
miles away. All labour fits us for further service in some futui'e 
sphere, and we missionaries look back with gratitude to God for all 
the discipline and all the work of the past. 

David's heart was soon set upon the ministry, but his father's health 
was too precarious for him to look forward with any certainty to this; 
yet various phases of work for his Lord were permitted him. When 
about twenty years of age, he became one of the workers in connection 
with Miss Macpherson's Home of Industry in Bethnal Green. On 
Lord's-day mornings, preaching was carried on by a party of these 
zealous labourers in the notorious Bird Fair, where bird and dog 
fanciers congregate for business. Early in 1888, David left business, 
and gave up his whole time to work among the emigration children of 
the Home; and thus he was being prepared to enter the Pastors' 
College as a tested, earnest, successful worker for Christ. He was 
baptized at Shoreditch Tabernacle, by Pastor W. Cuff, and in the 
Spring of 1889, he was admitted as one of the students of our Alma 
Mater; and during the whole of his College course there were few who 
laboured more zealously at their studies. 

Brother Donald did not pass at once from the College to the mission
fi.eld, as so many do. He rather followed the example of Dr. Carey 
and others of the early missionaries, who were first pastors at home, 
and then missionaries abroad. He therefore had the advantage of 
acquaintance with church work before going out to bear the burden 
and heat of the day in a strange land. At Coupland Street Chapel, 
Manchester, our brother found the anvil upon which to sharpen his 
weapons for warfare. There, too, he acquired something of the 
experience that goes to make up a leader of men. But no sooner was 
he ready for the Divine call than it came from above; and he was not 
disobedient, as, alas! so ruany are. With: a glad heart and a deter
mined will, he started for India in October, 1893. 

Mr. Donald's father had died ten years before, and his devoted 
mother was ill when the ship sailed. He was never to see her again 
on earth, for her long and trying illness ended her life. Happy son 
to have had such a mother ! Happy mother to have had such a son! 
Her last thoughts were of her two boys,-one in India, and one in 
California. Only one daughter was left to her; but the departing 
saint was rich in grace and faith, and lacked nothing. It is a privilege 
that lasts a lifetime to stand by the bed-side of one so full of trust 
and hope. On October 8th last, we stood by her grave, and afterwards 
wrote to her son David details of her last days. 

On November 22nd, 1893, Brother Donald arrived at Barisal. A 
letter of welcome from that station had previously reached him in 
Calcut.ta, for if any of "Our Own Men" have never met before, they 
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are sure to greet ono another heartily in a distant clime. The new
coroor immediately gave us an idea of good sterling worth. At the 
first prayer-meeting in the native chapel, he gave a short addresR, 
which the writer had the pleasure of interpreting sentence by 
sentence. In this way he found a footing at once among the natives 
whose language he now uses so well. In our hall in the town, he 
preached to some forty hearers the following Sunday, and it was 
remarked how well his style and matter were adapted to the English
speaking natives. To-day, he requires both the vernacular and 
English in that far-away corner of the Bay of ,Bengal. 

In November, 1895, Mr. Donald was married in Calcutta to Miss 
Evans, who had come across the seas to complete his life, and become 
to him a true help-meet. In Chittagong, they at once settled down to 
their work for the Master, and already fruit has been ingathered in 
that part of the vineyard. The sphere is an important one, and 
besides work immediately around the mission-house, there are regions 
beyond calling for zealous service and prayerful devotion. 

Mr. Donald finds much to encourage him in the result of labours 
carried on to evangelize the hill tribes around his district. "Our 
work among the Mughs on the hills," he writes, "has been a source 
of great joy to us this year. It is true, we lost our two evangelists 
before the year had far advanced, and were obliged to :fall back for 
workers upon two young men of our church who had only been bap
tized eighteen months or two years before. Fresh from Buddhism, 
they knew little of the Christian faith. But they have joined learning 
to teaching, and the good work has gone on. Our evangelist, Babu 
Nobin Chandra Dutt, of Chittagong, seeing the need, gladly consented 
to leave his home, and go and work among this strange and interest· 
ing people; and he has been greatly rewarded in the joy the work has 
afforded him. The people are primitive, they have no caste, and live 
by cutting wood or raising crops. They do not plough, but move 
from place to place, and so secure fresh ground to clear, and 
new soil for their seed. On every hand they give our preachers a 
hearty welcome. Constant requests come in for a preacher to visit 
some distant village. They buy the Scriptures readily, and pay 
liberally in grain when they have no money. 

"In the Spring, our old preacher, Ko Shwe Lau, brought down 
two young men who wanted to be baptized. They were short, thick
set men, true samples of their fellow-countrymen. It was not easy for 
me to enquire into the state of their hearts. I understand English 
a~d Bengali ; the old preacher understood neither, but could speak 
Hmdustani and Mughee; the converts could understand nothing but 
M~ghee ! So, with the questions :filtering through English and 
Hmdustani into Mughee, and the answers returning back the same 
way, it was no great wonder that I had to say to the old preacher, at 
the end of the interview, 'These young men don't seem to be very 
familiar with gospel truth.' 'No,' replied the old man, 'but they 
know more about that than they do about their own Buddhism.' 
'Te!l ~hem,' I said, 'there is no temporal advantage in being a 
Christian, and it will probably bring persecution.' I watched the 
Words travel through the Hindustani into Mughee, and as they 
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reached one of the young men in his mother-tongue, I saw his brow 
contract as hr cri0d, 'I'm not afraid! I'm not afraid.'" 

So, the next afternoon, the two young Mughs were baptized in the 
mission chapel by Mr. Donald, upon a profession of their faith. One 
of them, however, was taken ill with cholera, and it was feared that 
he would never return to his native village; "but," says Mr. _Donald, 
"we praJ·ed, and God gave the answer." That very mght, he 
recovered. The other young man " returned home to find his father
in-law determined to rob him of his wife;" and he was dragged before 
the local court. He stood firm in his faith in the Lord Jesus, and wns 
rewarded ultimately by having his wife restored to him in due course 
of law. Hindus, Buddhists, and Mussulmans are ever tolerant till 
conversion definitely occurs; then their wiles begin, and petty and 
cruel persecution surrounds the man who dares to cross the Rubicon. 
Of every convert in India it might justly be written, "By faith, 
when he was called to go out, he went out, not knowing whither he 
went." Both the promised inheritance that allures him forth, and the 
thorny path that lies between, are absolutely unknown quantities 
to him. 

Close around the mission-house, a great variety of work is carried 
on by Mr. Donald, his wife, his colporteur, his native evangelists, his 
school-teachers, and his church-members. Where English, Bengali, 
Burmese, and Mughee are all in constant use, our brother needs a 
Pentecostal zeal, and the gift of " buying up opportunities." 
Chittagong is also a port and harbour, and on board steamers at 
anchor Mr. Donald finds opportunity for distributing Christian 
literature among both officers and men. " We had service on board 
once," he writes, "and rejoice to believe that one soul was won for 
Jesus ! " Among natives also our brother has gathered in his "first
fruits" of the harvest that waves around him. We all know that the 
first ripe handful is a type, a portion, a promise, and a sample of a 
growing crop. May Mr. Donald so find it! 

" Thus, with somewhat of the Seer, 
May the moral pioneer 

From the future borrow ; 
Clothe the waste with dreams of grain, 
And, on midnight's sky of rain, 

Paint the golden morrow ! " 
RoBERT SPURGEON, 

.. little ®irl, will ~ou I ra)l fior mt P " 

HE was an Italian sailor, and he was standing at the Yarmouth 
fish-wharf, listening to a few Scotch fishermen who wera si!1ging 

and preaching. It was a cold day, but he was clad as though 1t had 
been the height of summer, for all his other clothes had gone from 
him at the bdding of sinners like himself. 

The service was over, and the people had nearly all left the cold 
shed when our foreign friend accosted. the leader of the band thus, 
onl.r in broken English:-" Please, sir, can you tell me how it is that 
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you have said the !!II.me in English to-day, as my mother used to say 
in Italian, when I was a boy at home?'' 

"Yos, of course," replied the preacher, "the Bible says the same 
thing to everyone; but what did your mother say?" 

"She said that if I did not believe in Jesus, I should be lost." 
"And so you will be lost if you do not believe in Jesus," answered 

the preacher. 
"Please, sir, may I go home with you? You are a good man, I 

think," said the Italian. 
"Oh, yes! come along," responded the Lord's servant, and in his 

home the Italian heard again the story of the cross, and then a little 
time was spent in prayer. Antonio also prayed. 

Oh, how simple. how touching, was ~is prayer ! He would have 
been a fine model for an artist just then; his eyes were closed, his 
face upturned, and his fore-fingers extended, as he pleaded, 11 Lord 
Jesus, help me to put my fingers into Thy blessed wounds just now!" 

The sailor, by faith, le.id hold of Jesus, and soon could say, " My 
Lord and my God." 

The preacher had e. little girl, not much more than e. babe, and as 
the sailor was about to leave the house, he asked permission to take 
the child for e. minute. His request being granted, he said to her, 
"Little girl, I am e. poor sailor; I have no friends, and no one 
to pray for me in the whole world. Little girl, when you pray God to 
bless mother and father, morning and night, will you just say, ' and 
the poor sailor, too'? If you will do this, I shall be so glad." 

The child promised, and that night, for the first time, she added to her 
prayer the words, " and the poor sailor, too, for Jesus' sake ! Amen." 

The sailor was bound for Liverpool, and a letter from that port duly 
reached the preacher, telling of the writer's joy and peace. Another 
letter, the last, just before the ship S---, of Liverpool, left for 
Bombay, contained the following paragraph:-

" The good ship S---, Captain S---, will leave here on 
--- for Bombay. Please write to me there, but do not pay the 
postage, as I shall be glad to pay that myself, I do so wish to hear 
from you; and I want always to think that, in any storm or trial, 
your little girl is praying for me. Since I asked her to pray for me, 
'Nil desperandum' has been ever upon my lips, for I feel lifted up 
with the thought that someone on earth is praying for me." 

A letter was sent to II Antonio, the ship S---, Bombay ; " but 
it was returned. The ship did not reach that port, but went down in 
a gale. 

Did Antonio feel a joy in having a little girl to pray for him night 
and morning? If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
have the joy of knowing that He is ever interceding on behalf of all 
His people. When the storm was lowering, when the skies became 
black, when the waves rose high, when the ship staggered like a 
drunken man, when the sea. swept all before it, when the ship was 
sinking, when heart and flesh failed, did Antonio still say, '' Nil 
desperandum" (Never despair)? So, by the grace of God, may you 
and I, dear reader, never despair while God lives, and Christ pleads ! 

Sunderland. GEORGE WILSON. 
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~honrns Jalrnn. a ~an ~orth)l off lonour. 
:BY R. SHINDLER. 

THE Yillage of Yardley-Hastings, in Northamptonshire, is near to 
Olney, in Buckinghamshire. It is celebrated for its ancient oak 

standing in Yardley Chase, a mile or more from the village, and com: 
memorated in Cowper's elegant lines. To very many people, however 
a more ,enerated and belo,ed spot is that on which stands the Inde~ 
pendent Chapel, with spacious school-rooms on one side, and the 
Manse on the other. This spot has associations carrying us back to 
the beginning of the last century, or even to an earlier date, though 
its original history is lost in obscurity. Those who laboured to found 
and build up this cause of Christ were evidently more anxious to 
secure a good record on high than to transmit to posterity the annals 
of their struggles and sufferings and successes. One of the most 
notable pastors was Mr. Thomas Raban. This good man's name stands 
on record linked with those of several distinguished preachers and 
writers of the day. He was born at Turvey, in Bedfordshire, where 
Legh Richmond afterwards laboured with much success, his ministry 
leading to the formation of an Independent Church in that place. 

Mr. Raban was apprenticed to a builder at Olney, when Moses Brown, 
author of •• Sunday Thoughts,'' was vicar of the parish. From him 
he first heard the truths of the gospel, having been convinced of sin 
and guided to the Saviour when about ten years of age. Mr. Brown 
formed a lasting friendship with the pious apprentice-lad, and he 
became a regular hearer and co=unicant at his church. Now and 
then he had the privilege of hearing the celebrated James Hervey, 
rector of W eston-Favell, of whose sermons he retained to the end of 
his days a grateful memory, speaking of them with great satisfaction 
and delight. A still more celebrated name is also associated with his, 
that of George Whitefield ; of whom he used to say, "I once had 
the honour of having him hang on my arm; and, to be sure, I thought 
myself the happiest of men ; " and again, " I attended him as a guide 
to a village where he was going to preach, to my unspeakable 
gratification." 

About the year 1778, Mr. Raban and an intimate friend began to 
exhort at prayer-meetings attended by members of the Church of 
England. Their thoughts went no further than the edification of 
Christian people of their own communion, but the great Bishop of 
souls was thus preparing them for labours which were to be fraught 
with blessing to a wider circle of hearers. It was about four years 
after this when, the church at Yardley being destitute of a minister, 
Mr. Ra ban was asked to render them assistance. After supplying for 
some time, he was requested to take the oversight of the church, to 
which he consented, and was ordaiued the following year. 

Many good people at that time, who attended the ministry of earnest 
Evangelical preachers in the Establishment, seem to have had, as we 
should now say, no very strong "Church principles." They valued 
above everything the preaching of Christ crucified, as the sole hope of 
the guilty sinner, and as the Bread of eternal life for souls hungering 
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after salvation. To them, commonly, formc1 and rites, the question of 
ceremonies and liturgy, were at moRt of secondnry importance. vVhen, 
therefore, a. gospel min~ster was removed, or died, and a worldly, 
carnal, or High Church mcumbent succeeded, they readily and very 
naturally preferred being fed in a chapel to being starved in a church. 

Mr. Raban had become established as a builrler in Olney, and 
having a large growing family, he determined to continue his worldly 
calling, and serve the church at the same time. This he did for years, 
and with great credit to himself, so that he needed not to draw much 
on the funds of his people, who were mainly the poor of this world. 
They readily gave him, however, what he valued more than money, 
their warm affection and their earnest prayers. He must have been 
a diligent man, as he established preaching stations in different places 
around; one at least, that at W o burn, Bedfordshire, grew into a settled 
congregation. 

While pursuing his business avocations, he experienced many 
remarkable deliverances from injury and death, illustrating God's 
care over His servants, and the truth of the lines, not then written,-

" Plagues and death around me fly; 
Till He bids, I cannot die ; 

Not a single shaft can hit 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

On one occasion, being in an unfinished building two stories high, 
his foot slipped, and he fell to the ground, pitching upon an axe the 
edge of which stood upright ; it cut his hat, but missed his head, 
and besides a shaking, he was very little injured. At another time, a 
large piece of timber, on which he had set his foot, heaved up and 
fell with him into a saw-pit, and an anvil, weighing nearly a hundred
weight, connected with the wood, fell on him ; but it only bruised his 
leg. which was soon healed. On another occasion, he experienced a 
still more wonderful preservation. He was assisting in raising a 
bealll; in a mill, when the rope slipped, and the beam under which he 
stood, fell with him from a height of four stories. He was much 
injured, but his life was preserved. Once again, when he was driving 
a team with a load of hay down a narrow lane, he attempted to get 
on the other side of the waggon, and was thrown under the wheels. 
With a rare presence of mind, he called to the horses to stop, and 
~hey pulled up in a moment, and he was once more saved from 
mstantaneous death. With such instances fresh in his memory, he 
would often quote, with emotions of thankfulness, the words of the 
~salmist: "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, . . . who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction." 

The incident which brought about his death, shows by contrast the 
special care God had over him while he had work for him to do, and 
also illustrates the truth of Cowper's lines-

" Safety consists not in escape 
From dangers of a frightful shape ; 
An earthquake may be bid to spare 
The man that's strangled by a hair." 
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After preaching, on Lord's-day, 9th l\fay, 1803, at Woburn, when 
leaYing the house of a friend, his foot slipped over a pebble, he fell 
and his right leg was broken, and on the last day of the same montl~ 
hC' departed to his rest. Rev. "\Villiam Bull, of Newport Pagnell 
preached his funeral sermon from the words, " And all Judah and 
Jerusalem did him honour at his death. 11 

Though at first connected with the Established Church, his Noncon
formity was conscientious and sincere ; but he still maintained 
Christian intercourse with those ministers of all denominations who 
preached the truth, and "ith sincere Christians generally. Such men 
are few, and perhaps fewer than in his time; but they are worthy of 
all honour, and will meet with a large reward. The Lord raise up 
like faithful men, and multiply their number more and more! 

~crman ~aptists m ~uccnsland. 
BY PASTOR WILLIAM HIOLETT, ALBION, BRISBANE. 

THOSE who have examined the Queensland page of The Baptist Handbook 
will have noticed a short list of "German Baptist Churches, not in the 

Association." Concerning these it has been difficult for me to obtain accurate 
informe.tion, e.s I he.ve no official connection with them.• Recently, I he.d 
the opportunity of visiting one of them, and believe that my experiences 
may be interesting to English readers. 

Avoiding any discussion of our various immigration schemes, I may ste.te 
that some of them have conduced to the settlement in certain localities of 
persons of one nationality. Thus, the majority of the farmers at Freestone 
Creek are Danes, while at Marburg, Engelsburg, and other places, the 
Germans predominate. Having sufficient numerical strength, they have 
este.bli~hed the religion they brought from the Fatherland, so we he.ve 
Scandine.vian Lutheran, Scandinavian Be.ptist, German Luthere.n, and 
German Baptist Churches. Twenty-four years ago, one of the latter was 
formed at Monnt Walker; and until one of our country pastors recently 
began to visit the district, no English service had been held there. Rose
wood, which is thirty-six miles from Brisbane, has a large German popula
tion, but the Baptist Church was formed by the English residents. Pastor 
T. U. Symonds has included Mount Walker in his preaching-stations; and 
when I went to conduct Sunday-school anniversary services at Rosewood, 
he arranged that, the next night, I should visit Mount Walker. 

We started at 9.30 a.m., and soon left cultivation behind us as we passed 
through part of the station property. Towards noon, we were again among 
the farms, the splendid growth of lucerne and corn (maize) ma.king a pretty 
picture, and giving every promise of a prosperous season. Mount Walker 
is a prowinent landmark 1,550 feet high, skirting which we arrived shortly 
after one o'clock at Mr. Lobegeiger's. Here we dismounted, saw that our 
horses had a feed, and, with appetites whetted by our fifteen miles' ride, sat 
down to the substantial meal which was soon set before us. The roughness 
of the road accounts for the rate of our progress, After a short rest, we 
were again oa our way, making other calls till it was 5.30 p.m., when we 
finally unsaddled at the home of Mr. Carl Dickfoss, an enterprising farmer 
who he.s long acted as pastor of the Mount Walker Church. 

• Some of our readers ma.y remember that our Brother Higlett is Secretary of the 
Que1,uslaud Baptist AsHociation, and therefore compiles the statistics for the Hand
book.-Ed. 
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In nearly every houR0_ we visited, _we notic~cl on the walls a large portrait 
of C. H. Spurgeon. This had been 1ss110d with some German Baptist pub
lication, and bore beneath it the text, 2 Tim. iv. 7 in German with the 
familiar signature of him whose work was not conli~ed to one n'ationality, 
and who was loved and esteemed by German settlers in Queensland almost. 
as much a~ by his own flock. How could we feel otherwise than at home ~ 
These were no longer strangers and foreigners when, from their walls, the 
eyes of "the dear governor" looked down upon us all alike. The previous 
day, we bad taken dinnPr with one who, in years gone by, had been coach
m"n to Mr. Spurgeon at Nightingale Lane, and who always delights in a 
talk with any who have known his old master. These German brethren bad 
no such reminiscences to relate, but they could speak of him as one whom. 
having not seen, they yet loved. At 8 p.m., a congregation of about forty
five gathered in the church, and listened most attentively while we told ot' 
Christ's power and willingness to save and help. Having an engagement 
the next evening in Brisbane, we were in the saddle at 6.15 a.m., reached 
Rosewood just after 9 o'clock, and caught the morning tr11.in to town. 

The Mount Walker Church is passing through il critical experience, which 
either h~s been or will be felt by all the German Baptist Churches in the 
Colony. It fa in the transition stage of language, and so many other issues 
a.re involved that, unless wisely directed, bitterness may arise, and the wel
fare if not the existence of the Church be imperilled. I know nothing of 
the Baptist Churches in Germany, but many of the rules and custom, in the 
Queensland Churches belong to a day that has passed away. Families can
not sit together in church, the males must take one side and the females thH 
other. In one church, there is a rule that the girls must leave before tho 
last hymn, so as not to walk home with the boys ; but, as may be supposed, 
the lasses simply wait behind the trees till the lads come to them. Church
discipline is very strict on matters which we should regard as altogether 
trivial. I have been seriously assured that one young man had his namP 
rtlmoved from the church-roll for unbecoming conduct, because on his way 
home from chnrch he was seen to kiss his sweetheart! Marriage into another 
denomination is forbidden, ancl a father has felt it his bounden duty to 
propose the removal of his son's name for marrying a Lutheran. 

Now it must be remembered that the young people are educated in our 
State schools, and not only acquire the English language, but English ideas 
also. Some even dislike to be thought Germans, and one mother told me 
what is e. common experience, "I speak to my children in German, and they 
answer. me in English." Is it surprising that the young people rebel against 
the stringency of their church rules, and desire the adoption of the English 
language 1md customs? That such will eventually come to pass, is inevitable; 
and some parents and churches are wise enough to anticipe.te it. They 
recognize that it is better to yield up their cherished mother-tongue than 
run the risk of completely alienating their children from the church ;-better 
that they should be Baptists with English language and customs, than go 
to another church, or stay away e.ltogether. With some, however, it is 
otherwise. They ea.me to Queensland when too old to easily acquire another 
tongue, and they stoutly resist its introduction, while they foresee all manner 
of evils as likely to follow the innovation of English customs into church
life. Hence discord e.nd bitterness are sometimes developed. 

Thus I have tried to presPut one of the problems confronting our German 
brethren in Queensland. There can be no doubt as to its ultimate solution. 
Sooner or later,-when the older generation bas passed away, if not before, 
-Germans and Scandinavians, with English, Scotoh, Irish, e.nd Welsh, will 
merge into one Australian people, and we shall see fulfilled the motto, 
'' One people, one destiny." Me,iuwhile, I hope no one will be misled be
cause I have presented but one aspect of Germe.n Baptist church-life, and 
that a somewhat unfavourable oni:,, I have lived for many months in a 

13 
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family of Germans, and can testify generally to their exoellence as colonists, 
and concerning some at least can bear willing witness to their sterling piety 
and zeal for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. In the 
coming transition, may the rising generation lose nothing of value, and be 
able at the close to say, "We have kept the faith." I have reason to think 
that my visit was not in vain, in suggesting the,t we should multiply th.e 
links which bind us together in our common Baptist principles, rather than 
magnify the differences of language and custom which to some extent 
divide us. 

jomc Jastin9; othcrn @;ru55fing. 
( ·)UR looking upwards in prayer, has ce,used our circumstances to "look 

up'' also. It is said that the French Resident has explained that he 
did not mean quite what he said about stopping all missione,ry work. It is 
reported also that the Swedish and Italian consuls are interesting them
sehes on behalf of their respective fellow-subjects who have been interfered 
with; and though one English missionary has been heavily fined, our own 
lady-workers have been let off with a nominal fine of one franc. Our Lord 
has~ indeed, sent us forth as sheep among wolves ; pray ye, therefore, dear 
friends, that we may be wise as serpents and he.rmless as doves. 

" MY LORD RAMADAN " 

is the name by which the common people speak of the month which has just 
closed. During it, they fast by day, and feast by night,-with much satis
faction to themselves, and considerable damage to their health. 

• • This," said one of them to me, with flashing eye and evident pride, 
"this fast is the difference between us; we fast, you do not; we pray, and 
you do not." " Do not I pray P " I enquired. "No," was the answer, "your 
prayers are not prayers, for they are not commenced with the right form of 
words." 

I tried to persuade several of my patients, who were clearly injuring their 
already weak health, to break their fast. A friend said, "They will not mind 
wLat you say; they know that all Christians are their enemies." "But," I 
remarked, "true Christians are not your enemies." "I can't believe that any 
Christians love us," he said seriously. That morning, I had received a 
cheque for the purchase of much-needed drugs ; so I showed it to him, and 
explained what it was, and why, and whence it came, and I believe it proved 
to him a veritable "Christian evidence." 

THE SWEETEST WORDS 

I have heard this month, came from a poor Moslem woman (the widowed 
mother of a consumptive lad who, we hope, died in Christ some months 
a.go). Thinking she was near her end, some relatives came to see her, and 
induced her to take her little furniture, and go with them to her native 
village. They thought her sinking fast, but as she did not die at once, they 
~oon tired of her, and let her get b11.Ck, as best she could, to her little eIDJ)ty 
room; they kept her furnit11:re, however, for tLey wanted it, not her. So 
there she sat again, a.lone and destitute, with a hacking cough, and rapidly
advancing dropsy; yet could she say cheerfully, ''Jesus has taken away my 
~ins; I trust Him lying down and rising up. What He does is best. Jesus 
has takP,n away my sins." May she be among the first-fruits of e. great 
harvest! 

SoUBse, Tunisia., North Africa. T. G. CHURCHER. 
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BY PASTOR C. B. BAWDAY. 

FOR some time, it h11s been le.id on the heart of Pastor Thomas Spurgeon 
to conduct a week's eve.ngelistic mission at the Metropolitan Taber

nacle. This desire has now been carried out, 11nd meetings h11ve been held, 
night 11fter night, from Lord's-rlay, February 28, to Lord's-drty, Ma,rch 7, 
with results th11t have more the.n met the expectations of a.II who have so 
gladly laboured with the Pe.stor from d11y to d11y. 

By we.y of preparation, special meetings for prayer were held, in which 
intense longing for the se.lv11tion of souls w11s very evident. Church
officers and church-members ple11ded and agonized for the arm of the Lord 
to be made bare. 

The arduous work of canvassing the district, and visiting some 2-5,000 to 
30 000 homes, was most willingly undertaken by the members of the Young 
Christians' Association, the Tre.ct Society, e.nd me.ny others, so that 180 
visitors went forth with 30,000 invitations to the people to attend the 
services. Every night of the mission, God's people met for pre.yer before 
the public service, and more than once an overflow meeting for prayer was 
held. 

The Se.bbath evening congregations were unusually large, and, despite 
the unfavourable weather on the Monday and Tuesday nights, splendid 
audieaces gathered in the Tabernacle. These increased night by night as 
the weather improved and the interest deepened, and all through the 
mission the power of God was upon the preacher and the hearers. 

Mr. Thomas Spurgeon is not only a Pastor e.nd Teacher of the Lord's 
people, but also an Evangelist of the very first order. Depending alone on 
tho Holy Spirit, and studiously avoiding e.ll carnal methods, he preached 
the gospel of the grace of God, and the crowds listened, as for eternity. 
As he spoke of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the certain doom of the 
impenitent, the love of God in the gift of His Son, the death of Christ for 
the unjust, and His power to save to the uttermost from sin's curse and 
power, many repented and believed. Each night, young and old flocked to 
the enquiry-room, e.nd entered into the peace of God. Not a few re
markable cases of men, arrested and converted after having gone far into 
sin, have already come to notice. The Word has also been greatly blessed 
to the families of church-members. The results already known e.re but the 
beginning of what shall yet be seeu e.s the fruits of this mission. The 
Pastor was so happy in the work, and so manifestly sustained by the good 
hand of the Lord through the prayers of his people, that he seemed e.s 
fresh at the end of his le.borious te.sk as at the beginning. The able help 
of Miss Hall, who presided at the harmonium, of Mr. Parker, who led the 
singing, and of Me.de.me Ryall and Messrs. Mayers e.nd Chamberlain, who 
sweetly sang the gospel, all largely contributed to the success of the 
mission.• 

Not e. few expressed e. desire for the continuation of the special effort, 
but this could not be. Let every ordinary service be thus preceded by 
prayer, and accompanied by faith, then in gathering may be looked for every 
week as the year rolls on. Surely this baptism of love and of power from 
on high will make this beloved Tabernacle Church to prosper and rejoice 
for many a day to come. 

• Mr. So.wday'e modesty would not permit him to mention his own ve1·y important 
part in the mission; but he loyally took hie place at every service, an<l materially 
help_ed in the good work. What he ea.ye concerning Pastor Thomas Spurgeon is true 
of himself, for he is '' not only a Pastor and Teacher of the Lord's people, but also an 
Ev1111golist of the very first order."-Ed. 
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~oticu ofi Jooks . 
.l.ny Book reviewed or adver"■ed In &hi■ Magazine will be forwarded by llle■■r■. Pa■■mor, 

and Alaba■&er on receipt or Po■&al Order ror &he published prloe. 

The People\, Bible History, iirepared significant in the spiritual annals of 
i11 the light of recr11t in1•esti_qations mankind." • 
b!/ some of the f,n·rn1osl thinkers in 
Europe 011d America. Edited by 
ReY. GEo. C. LORIMER, LL.D. 
With an Intronuction by the Right 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone. The 
Christian C"mmonwealth Publish
ing Co. 

IT is impossible to deYote sufficient . 
space in our crowded columns for ' 
anything like an adequate review of 
this colossal work, which is now issued 
in a popular edition ranging in price 
from £1 to £1 10s. net,-about one
fourth of the amount charged for the 
original edition. The present issue 
consists of a handsome volume of 942 
pages, with 57 full-page illustrations 
and seYen maps. Notwithstanding 
tne literary eminence of the editor 
and some of his colleagues, and the 
f'xcellence of their contributions as a 
whole, Mr. Gladstone's Introduction 
imparts to the work an altogether 
unique interest, which is still further 
increased by an admirable portrait of 
" the grand old m&u " sitting in his 
study. 

The eighteen authors of the various 
sections are classified as follows:- , 
4 Baptists, 1 Christian (" Campbell
ite"), :2 Congregationalists, 4 Episco
pe.lians, 1 Lutheran. 2 Methodists, 

"Preachers of the Age " Series. The 
He1·ita_qr of the Spfrit, and other 
Sermons. By MANDELL, BISHOP 
OF PETERBOROUGH. Sampson Low 
and Co. 

SINCE the publication of this volume, 
the author has become Bishop of 
London, e. fact which will probably 
give to his discourses e. still wider 
welco.me than they would otlierwise 
he.ve enjoyed. Several of these ser
mons were preached " before the 
University of Oxford," and amongst 
them is one on the Parable of the 
Pharisee e.nd the Publican, in which 
we are told:-" Both go up to the 
Temple to pray ; both of them were 
religious men, engaged, each after his 
own manner, in his religious duties. 
Both of them were e.ccepted before 
God, and both of them received a 
blessing on their service ; but the 
blessing vouchsafed to the one was 
greater than that given to the other." 
Thi3 brief extra.et will be quite suffi
cient to show most of our readers that 
the teaching of London's new bishop 
is not such as they could endorse. 

The Biblical Illustrator. By Rev. 
JosEPH S. ExELL, M.A. II. OoR
INTHIA.Ns. Nisbet and Co. 

FULLY equal to its many predecessors 
in this useful series, the present volume 
will be heartily welcomed by those 
who have ma.de good use of the mass of 

:2 Presbyterians, 1 Unitarian, and 1 
U Diverse.list ; and among them are 
included Dean Farrar, Professor 
Sayce, and Drs. J. Agar Beet, J. 
Monro Gibson, G. C. Lorimer, R. S. 
MacArthur, and G. F. Pentecost. 
With such a wide range of writers, 
the work could scarcely be equally 
reliable throughout; but it is a 
notable addition to the literature of 
the century, and well worthy of care
ful study. Starting with a history of 
the manuscripts of the Old Testament, 
and proceeding step by step from the 
record of the Creation to the end of 
the Inspired Canon, the volume i~ 
fittingly closed with Dr. Loriru~r's 
glowing " account of the events which 
make the two hundred years E>ubse
quent to the ap::istolic era singularly 

1 expository, homiletic, and illustrative 
matter which Mr. Exell so diligently 
collects. Twenty-eight volumes have 
now been issued at 7s. 6d. each, but 
any four of them can be obtained at 
4s. 6d. each through all booksellers. 
They are e. treasure indeed to those 
who have but" small libraries. 

The Confessions of a Deacon. By LEO 
GRANGE. Arthur H. Stockwell and 
Co., 17, Pa.teraoster Row. ls. net. 

" LEO GRANGE" is "one of our own 
men II who has won his spurs in the 
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literary world by his contributions to 
The Bapti'.st. We e.re glad therefore, 
that these OonfeBBionB have been issued 
in a volume, for they e.re worthy of 
permanent preservation, and deserve 
a wide circulation. There are brilliant 
and pathetic passages in these pages 
which are ~ce.rcely to be excelled in 
some of the most popular works of 
present-day writers; e.nd, best of all, 
"Leo Grange " clings firmly to the 
faith he learned at the Pastors' College. 
Many of our readers will be glad to 
know that The Sword and the Trowel is 
shortly to be enriched with some 
articles from our brother's pen. 

The new publishing firm of A. H. 
Stockwell and Co., is to be congratu
lated upon the appropriate and to.k
ing cover of the little book, and upon 
the altogether admirable stylein which 
it is produced. 

The approaching celebration of the 
" Record Reign " probably accounts 
for the issue of two new volumes in 
the Sunday School Union's shilling 
"Splendid Lives" Series,-The Story 
of Victoria, R.I., W1fe, Mother, Queen, 
and The Story of Albert the Good 
(Prince Oonsort),-both by W. J. 
WINTLE. The quotations from letters, 
diaries, and memoranda given in the 
latter book o.re inserted by the Queen's 
special permission. We a.re glad to 
see, in Tlie Story of Victoria, the 
passage recording the fact that, 
•• quite recently, she wrote to the 
Sultan of Turkey, me.king a per
sonal request that the Armenian 
l\trocities should be checked." He.d 
Oliver Cromwell been King of 
England, they would have been stopped 
long ago, and we should have been 
saved from the disgrace of seeing the 
Union Jack flying side by side with 
the Turkish banner on the ramparts 
of Co.nee.. 

Fragrant Memories of Oonsta~ce Jane 
Blunden,of Shoreham, in Siis11ex. E. 
Wilmshurst. 

A .s~MPLE but plea.sing record of the 
sp1r1tual experience of a young woman 
of gracious character whose lot was 
cast among the Strict Baptists of 
Russex. She preserved in her diary 
many of the choice sayings of the 

ministers to whom she listened, to
gether with her own thoughtful 
comments upon various hymns and 
passages of Scripture; th~ae must now 
be specie.Uy sacred to thoRe who are 
left to mourn her loss. We cannot 
accept all the teachings of our 
"Hyper" friends, but we would rather 
rise to their excessive heights of doc
trine than descend to the depths of 
Down-grade-ism '. 

Discipline anrl Service; or, ,Wemorials 
of'Arthur Henry Davies. By THOMAS 
DAVIES. Partridge and Co. 

THE story of a brief life, beset with 
weakness, but sublimed by chastening. 
How ve.riou~ly that Scripture finds 
fulfilment, "To them that have no 
might He incree.seth strength " '. 
Sometimes, the absence of learning, 
or poverty of parts, or some natural 
defect, is made the vehicle oi Divine 
display ; at other times, as in this 
instance, a weak frame and a suffering 
body are chosen to mirror forth the 
all-sufficiency of God's grace. This 
story is tenderly told, and is not less 
e. tribute to the Master than a 
memorial of one in whom grace 
gloriously triumphed over infirmity. 

The Early Churches of Great Britain 
prior to the coming of Augustine. By 
J. HUNT COOKE. Alexander and 
Shepheard. 

IF not exactly analogous to me.king 
bricks without straw, the limitation 
in respect of data is sufficiently press
ing to suggest the comparison. On 
the whole, however, such facts as 
exist seem rather to point in the line 
of Mr. Cooke's exposition than other
wise ; and were the Free Charches 
now on the lines occupied fifty years 
e.go, we are inclined to think the 
analogy would be nearer still. This 
half-crown book is interesting both in 
style and matter, e.nd fills a. needed 
niche. Without magnifying the Free 
Churches, which in the present day 
have grave ea.use for humiliation, the 
Early Churches of Great Britain ~e.y 
fairly be construed e.s remote a.like 
from Anglicanism and Romanism, 
and as supplying e. link, 1;ike t~e ~~ee 
Churohism of the past, with Prurut1ve 
Christianity. 
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Earth's Preparation for Man as gi1,en 
in Genesis I. & I I.· By Re~. HENRY 
J. ALCOCK, M.A., T.C.D. Nisbet 
and Co. Price ls. 

ON the assumption that" whe.t is new 
is not true," Mr. Alcock's theory of 
the Mose.ic Record is to be condemned; 
but, a.part from that e.ssumption, we 
are not drawn to the novelty the.t 
would restrict that stately account of 
the Earth's prep11ration for me.n to a 
comparatively small portion of 
Western Asia. That the Hebrew 
word for earth (eretz) is somewhat 
flexible in mee.ning, occasions no more 
difficulty than does "terra " in Le.tin or 
" ee.rth '' amongst ourselves. The 
context plainly shows, in Genesis I. 
and II., the.t the globi, of em·th, end 
not a mere land, or spe.deful of mould 
is intended. ' 

On _some Disputed Points of Interpreta-
tion relatrng to the Prophecies 
Recordtd in the Boole of Danief, and 
oj the Last Days. Nisbet and Co. 

Tms s~ing pamphlet is exceedingly 
well written, but, considering the con
f:ested ~ound occupied, the thought 
18 pnt m too condensed a form to 
meet fully the need of the genera.I 
ree.der. We would commend this 
work, however, to the cle.ss in whose 
interests it is obviously prepared, and 
to whom the conflictmginterpretations 
of the schools need no recapitule.tion. 
The writer himself is a convinced 
historici~t; e.nd, whether right or 
wrong, succeeds in building up, on 
the historical basis of interpretation, 
a seemingly strong structure. 

Seven Stro1;g Tower8. By LADY ALICIA 
BLACKWOOD. Prir,ted at Palestine 
House, Hackney Downs. 

Ju; exposition of the seven names of 
Jehovah given us in theOld Testament, 
and chiefly with a view to comfort 
the troubled and weary through suf
fering. The gracious authoress, in 
her bereavement, seeks to solace other 
sad hearts, and has found balm and 
blessing in the names of the One 
Che.ngE:less God. V erbe.l criticism has 
not been attempted, and yet large and 
personal familiarity with the Word of 
God gleams on every page. The 

fountain of Truth here flows forth in 
its many healing and refreshing 
streams ; and whoever drinks must 
lift up the h;e.d. It is a sweet, modest, 
fragre.nt, violet-like book, for which 
many will be both glad and grateful. 

Jems the Poet. By Rev. J. REID 
HOWATT. Elliot Stock. 

WE a.re not charmed with the title of 
this work, and think a happier one 
~ight have been found, even though ' 
it he.d been less • • concisely expressive 
of the contents." It is a pity to 
cree.te titles in respect of the Name 
that is above every name and which 
God Himself has clothed 'with glory 
and honour. We object to the title 
not merely bece.use it sounds " some~ 
what ambitious," but because it is a 
piece of human garnishing, a fe.11, as 
1t were, from the simple grandeur of 
Heavenly adornment. 

But leaving the title, we find here 
a series of " brief readings on the 
metaphors and similes uttered by our 
Lord in the Gospels," of a nature that 
denotes much acuteness, pith, and 
point on the pa.rt of the writer. These 
readings a.re certainly readable, they 
a.re often suggestive, free from Re.
tione.listic bie.s, richly Eve.ngelice.l, 
and inve.rie.bly practice.I. The subject 
is one eminently e.de.pted to the 
author's special gift, and the treat
ment is according to his happiest 
manner. 

The Divine Fatherhood-the Divine 
Son1Jhip that saves men : being six 
lectures on Regeneration. By JOSEPH 
Ju;ous, M.A., D.D. Alexe.nder end 
Shepheard. 

WE have here the ripe fruits of 
extensive reading and sanctified judg
ment. All the.t is written is pervaded 
by a spirit of candour, and by an 
obvious desire to win the reader by a 
patient treatment of the subje<;it in 
himd, and by carefully-constructed 
argument. Dr. Angus writes in no 
ex cathedra style, but as a steward 
whose one e.im is to be found fe.ithful, 
and who is called, amid the me.ss of 
views colle.ted, to approve or dis
e.pprove as the halo.noes of the 
sanctuary may determine. Only in 
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the most nominahense c11n Dr. Angus 
recognize the Fatherhood of God to 
be universal. For e.11 pritctice.l 
purposes, and certH.inly in e. saving 
sense, tho Fatherhood of God is 
particular. 

A broad distinction is drawn be
t.ween Cree.tional Fittherhood 11nd 
Spiritual Fatherhood, - th" latter 
alone being related to the new birth, 
and forming the gospel ground of 
covenant mercy. This point is pressed 

1 

with none the less earnestness and 
desire to ensure conviction, albeit 
every utterance is born, like the 
dawn, out of the stillne•s. "It is," 
says the n.uthor, "with thi~ new 
birth that the proper and complete 
spiritual Fatherhoc,d begins" (p. 21); 
and age.in (p. 23), "Unless this view 
he itccepted, the whole system of 
theology is reduced to confusiC'n. Its 
most characteristic doctrines become 
unmeaning. .An all-sufficient sacrifice, 
a regenerating Spirit, conversion and 
renewal, can have no place where 
the Divine Fatherhood is the Father
hood of Creation alone." For our 
own pa.rt, we would CA-rry t.1111 •nbject 
a point farther than Dr. Angus does, 
and ask,-If God be 11 Spirit, does it 
not follow of necessity that the only 
pos~ible Fatherhood in the case is one 
which is spiritual? Why speak of 
Cre,i,tional Fatherhood as if any 
larger Fatherhood were possible thau 
that which His own nature as Spirit 
determines ? 

The Christian's Looldng-Glass. A 
Mirro1· of Clii-ist"s Doctrine.o. By 
H. SMITH. W 1ttts and Co. 

A VERY trenchant and searching 
testing of modern Chri~tianity by the 
practic1tl precepts of 011r Lord's teach
ing. The title is a little misleading, 
for the teachings here selt>cted are only 
a fragment of our Saviour's testimony, 
and are treated as if they were the 
whole. Within tho~e limits, however, 
they a.re terribly penetrating. The 
author is the candid critic of profess
ing Christians ; perhaps his next 
appearance may be as their sincere 
helper; and who can tell whether, yet 
later, he may not himself look in his 
own mirror, and then say," I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth iu we '' ? 

The Theology of Morhrn Fiction. .By 
T. G. SELBY, C. H. Kelly. 

.AN able review and criticism of the 
popular heresies that abound in the 
fiction of to-day. )ilr, Selby is fair to 
the ve_rge of ap_parent compromise: 
but th1R makes his trenchant analysis 
and exposure of the false teaching all 
the more powerful. The quotations 
and digests of the plots are rather 
overloaded ; but even with this draw
back, it is a notable and valuable 
volume. It is a startling indictment, 
cool and judicial, of a horrible con
dition of things. Every miniRter 
should read this book, and learn how 
wisely and well, to antidote the pla.gu; 
that is being eagerly contracted by the 
pew; whilst parents should Mtudy it 
with a view to the preservation of 
their children from the leprosy that 
too often comes into the home from 
the modern lending library. 

Messages of To-day for the Men of To
morrow. By G. C. LORIMER, D.D. 
Christian Commonwealth Publish
ing Company. 

BREEZY and brainy talks to youno
men, in the florid style of the America.~ 
orator ; packed full of historical, bio
graphical, and literary allusions that 
compel attention as well as show the 
wide reading of their author. Dr. 
Lorimer is al ways alert and attractive, 
and knows how to arrest the attention 
even of the unspiritual to his message. 
We should have liked to meet with 
more definite e.ud dogmatic statement 
of the saving truths of the gospel in 
these pages ; they would then have 
been in the front rank of addresses to 
"the wen of to-morrow." Even now, 
they are of a high order aud full of 
literary and artistic charm. 

Thou!Jhtful Jloiirs. By H. L. L. 
Fourth Edition, enlarged. S elsou 
and Sons. 

A DAINTY presentation of sweet, sun
ny, spiritu .. l songs th .. t have >i.lready 
won their way into many homes ~nd 
hearts. The printing and binding, in 
their modest excellence, make th~ 
book a pleasure to haudle aud ret1.d, 
and fitly agree with the precious con
tents in quality. Just the thing for 
e. birthday present for a fri1illld. 
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Hrr Father's Honour: ,w. (hrtrudr's i 

Ldr-Work. By KATHARINE A. 
RjcrrARDS. George Rtoneman. 

A STORY founded on fact~, nnd con
te.ining 8ome mysteries which are to 
be clee.red up in a sPquel if this book 
he.s a rapid sale. The heroine is a 
wilful girl with a bad temper whose 
fH.ther's memory 1md the lov; of her 
friends e.re bles~Pd to a complete 
che.nge in her character. 

A neatly-bound two-shilling volume, 
-A/11s of Lntl.erworth, bv KATE T 
SrzER (Che.rles H. Kelly); is a Stor1; 
c,_f the Times of Wicl,j, well worth 
readinlZ in these modern days. If 
nur children must have ta.le-books, 
let them he.ve such as this, from which 
they can learn the manners and cm
toms of the by-gone centurie~, and 
also the truth that never grows old. 

From " Home Words " office iR 
issued a new illustre.ted edition of 
na_11spri11g, a Story of the Time of 
William Tyndale, by EMMA MA:aSHALL. 
It forms a handsome :five-shilling vol
ume, which should be in every Sunday
school library and every Protestant 
home in the land. Our children and 
young peoplP can never read too often 
the history of the "Reformer, Scholar 
and Martyr," who gave us tb~ 
first English translation of the New 
Testament ; perhaps some <>f tbPm 
will all the better n,member the 
principal incidents in Tynde.le's life, 
because they are here woven into a 
a.le of the time in which he lived e.nd 
laboured, and died for the cau~e of 
God e.nd truth. 

Other second editions of books 
which we commended when they were 
:first published, and which therefore 
rlo not need detailed notice now, have 
come to hand as follows :-Union and 
0urro,,union; or, Thoughts on the Soriq 
<I Solomon, by J. HUDSON TAYLOR 
(Morgen and Scott); "So Great Sal
·u,dic,n," Ly Rev. G. H. C. MACOREOOR, 
M.A. (T. & T. Clark, Ediuburgh); 
A I utth: n Story of the Ch.,:nese Hills, 
by ELEANOR STREDDER (George 
8toneman ). A cheap edition of the 
Hon. (jE.HTRUDE Ilosc.11. WEN's Anne 
J,'/trr,,·11g; ,,r, the Commandmtrit with 

Pr,>111iu, has been issued by Mr. 
Elliot Stock. 

Me•srs. Blackie and Son he.ve sent 
us one mori, volume in their Sohool 
and Home Librar:v,-Essn11s on En
glish !Hston1, by LORD MACAULAY 
If the young folk, who ho.ve so eit~erl; 
devoured some of the lighter litera
ture previously included in this series 
will leisurely digest this more sub~ 
stantial fare, thPy will probitbly find 
that. their me11te.l powers be.ve been 
considerably benefited during the 
process, They will also lee.rn whe.t 
one of our great English writers be.~ 
to se.y about the events linked with 
snch names as Lord Burghley, John 
Harnl:'den, John Milton, Sir James 
Mackrntosh, and Pitt, Ee.rl of Che.t
ba.m. 

From Messrs. Partridge and Co. have 
come two small story - books, nine
pence each,-A Flight with the Swal
l?ws, by_EMMA MARSHALL, relating a 
httli> g1d's experience in visitin"' 
San Remo; e.nd Paul: a /ittlemediato':. 
by MAUDE M. BUTLER, e. gospel an,l 
love tale that anyone m11.y read with 
plearnre and profit. Then follow 
three eighteen-penny stories -Nobly 
Planned,'' by M. B. MA't..WELL ; 
Clair,,, by T. M. BROWNE ; u.nd The 
Minister's 11:foney, by ELIZA F. 
POLLARD. The first and second of 
these te.les of love and adventure are 
very much of the order of many that 
have preceded them; but the third is 
a wild, weird story oi a minister 
reclaiming a spendthrift laird by 
breaking the bank at Monte Carlo ! 
That would be, with a vengeance, 
'' doing evil that good might come," 
and we cannot imagine any right 
purpose that can be served by the 
publication of such a book. 

A volume issued by the same pub· 
lishers, at the sawe price, but worth a 
hundred times as much as the one 
just mentioned, is Rev. J. MELDRUM 
DRYERRE'B Heroes and Heroines of the 
Scottish Oovenunters. These are true 
tales that cannot be told too often. 
Our boys aud girls should learn by 
heart the story of their ancestorH' 
struggles to secur11 for nH the civil and 
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religious liberty the.t we enjoy to-day, 
the.t they in tum may he.nd on the 
priceless blessing to those who may 
come afh•r them. Let evPry Sunde.y
,.,:h ool libre.rie.n see that this ve.lue.ble 
historical work is included among 
1.hP books under his che.rge, and also 
1,1.l,e care the.t it is constantly brought 
hefore the notice of both teachers 
.1111tl scholars. 

J'he Church of Rome cmd her Barriers 
1t_qa£nst Union and Unity. By AN 
AGKD SERVANT OF CHRillT. Chas. 
J. Thynne, 6, Great Queen Street. 

.AN ele.bore.te historical confutation 
of the cle.ims e.nd pretensions of the 
Romish See, ce.lled forth by Mr. 
Glt\dstone's recent letter to the Pope. 
This indictment is like e. ce.nnon 
loRded to the muzzle with solid shot; 
and the missiles are the " me.ny in
fallible proofs" of Rome's truculence 
and falsity. That the ree.ding of these 
dosely-pe.cked pe.ges is no small trial 
to the spirit, is owing to the .unse.vouri
-ness of the subject with which it 
deals; yet it is e. theme which must 
not be dropped owing to the Romeward 
tendency of the times, and the short 
memory of the nation, which is e.ll 
-too apt to forget how much its 
prosperity is the result of its 
Protestanism. 

.A Question in Baptist Hiatory. By 
W. H. WHITSITT. Louisville : C. 
T. Dee.ring. 

'l'His booklet he.s caused quite e. stir 
in America, where the author has 
been vigorously denounced for his 
assertion that the Baptists did not 
Jiractise immersion in England before 
the year 1641. We think his arguments 
quite inconclusive, but we cannot see 
the great importance of the question 
after e.ll. Baptism by immersion, on 
profession of faith, is as old as the 
:::laviour's tee.cbing and example; and 
this is surely enough for us. Whether 
there we.s e. gap in Baptist practice 
in Engle.nd before the seventeenth 
?entury, may be to many minds e.n 
1ntereAting enquiry, but it is not 
vital either to true faith or obedience. 
Our orders e.re far more ancient, and 
our one authority is, '' Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it." 

How to Preach wi:th Power. By Rev. 
W. H. YOUNG, Ph.D. Elliot Stock. 

THE feature in this work which bas 
struck us most is its almost boundless 
variety; it reRembles a store where 
nearly everything is sold. Nothing 
serious is omitted, and no point of 
detail, however minute, is dropped. 
If one wants to see the wide-awake 
American, homiletic11lly complete and 
wanting nothing, he may have his 
curiosity satisfied by scanning these 
pages. That any one mind could 
think of all these things, and inter
weave, with so many threads, a pattern 
of exhaustive variety, is in itself 
a marvel of achievement, meriting no 
small meed of recognition. Our only 
fear is that no average pastoral mind 
could, in the course of e. single life
time, comform itself to an ideal so 
multitudinously varied. Still, this, 
which appears to be an error of excess, 
me.y, after all, be a prime merit, as it 
will certainly tend to prune the 
ministerial conceit which Dr. Young 
justly takes somewhat severely to 
hsk. It would be folly for our older 
ministers to try to compass this 
work; but the younger men, in the 
full elasticity of their powers, should 
bravely undertake the taslr. A homi
letical libre.ry of instruction in a single 
volume is a cheap investment , and 
the result, wheresoever assimilated, 
cannot but tell favourably on the tone 
and power of the preaching. 

The Art of Extempore Speaking. By 
H. FoRD, M.A. Elliot Stock. 

ALTHOUGH this brief volume adds 
little that is new to the rules for 
becoming an extempore speaker, it 
emphasizes the old ones with con
siderable force and effectiveness. For 
the vast majority of preachers in 
the me.king, the lectures by the late 
beloved Editor of the Sword and 
Trowel will be much more useful : 
but Mr. Ford's treatise has still 1~ 

place of its own. 
The overwhelming impression, how

ever, as one reads, deepens the con
viction that publio speech, if it is to 
be of mighty power, is always a 
great, natural gift, and cannot be al
together acquired. Training can do 
much; but there must be a good 
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deal to train, if t.he result is t.o reward 
the labour. Orators of the Divine 
sort. are Divinely m11de. 

Rn•erfrs and Realities • 01· L,fe and 
Work in London. By F. 'B. MEYER, 
B.A. Morgan and Scott. 

THIS record of extra. pulpit work 
should stimulate many another pastor 
to similar efforts to strengthen and ex
pand his church organizations. It is 
s simple but marvellous story of what 
e&n be done to reach and bless those 
who generally a.re untouched by the 
churchAs. The manner of telling it 
is altogether delightful, and compels 
profound gratitude to God for such 
mingled wisdom and piety as are here 
manifest. There is pathos snd true 
poetry, sometimes so deep as to compel 
tears; bnt, permeating it &11, a savour 
of love to God and man the.t removes 
it utterly from the merely maudlin 
or the feebly sentimental. We un
feignedly rejoice in snch s record 
being possible, and trust that it may 
be widely read, and be the seed of 
many a. similar work elsewhere. 

Our Dear Home Life. By Rev. J. G. 
GB.EE?."ROUGH, M.A. Nisbet. 

THE papers that go to make up this 
choice little volllllle are modestly 
described e.s " homely talks on court
ship, marriage, and family life." . It 
mw;t not, however, be imagined that 
they are feeble platitudes and thread- ' 
bare commonplaces. The book is a 
literary bunch of violets newly picked, 
-sweet, fresh, fragrant,-though of 
unassuming form, 11.IJd lowly habit. 
There is an exhilaration as of the 
morning dawn, a Rense of breezy 
inspiring, and moral bracing, that 
comes as you read the~e gracious talks 
about the ideal Christian howe. 

the Christian families of our de&r 
homeland. 

Fallen Angels. 
and Bird. 

By one of them. G"y 

WE oan scarcely imagine any person 
being helped in any way by this 
strange hotch-potch of pretentious 
philosophy and demented theology. 
If we feared any of our readers. 
were likely to purchase and peruse it, 
-which we do not,-we should only 
say, in Pnnch's famous dictum on 
another matter, '' Don't." 

Our Eyes and how to Preserve them from 
infancy to Old .Age, with special in
formation about spectacles. By Jo11i;-
BROWNING, F.R.A..S., F.R.M.S .. 
President of the British Optic~L 
Assooiation. Chatto and Windus. 

THE fact that this work has reached 
its seventeenth editioo, and twenty. 
sixth thousand, is itself a high 
testimonial to its value. Any of our 
readers who find their eyesight failing
should consult the author of this 
booklet, or Messrs. Horne and Thoro
thwsite, whooe advertisement, with 
Mr. Spurgeon's personal commenda
tion, appears on au earlier page of the· 
present Magazine. 

The Management of Infancy By 
ANDREW CoMBE, M.D. Oliph1.mt, 
Anderson, and Ferrier. 

FoR more than fifty years, the work o.f 
which this is an abridgment has been 
before the public. It is not quite in 
our usual lioe of books, as the subject 
of which it treats is mainly dee.It with 
from the medical standpoint. It con
tains much physiological information 
and advice, with, some appalling 
statistics of infant mortality, which it 
is believed may be greatly leRsened if 
the counsel here ~ven is followed. 
The work is " chiefly intended for the 
nee of parents," a.nd aims at being 
" the nursery compa.nion of the 
mother." Judiciously used, it me.}'. 
be very beneficial to the health of 
both parents and children, ~ut muc~ 
of the advic11 ~eems to us 1mpre.ot1-
ca.ble unless one wishes to he con-

Never of the " goody- goody" 
school, Mr. Greeahough has to all 
hiB former strength ~dded, in this 
volume, the fervour of an a.vowed love 
for Christ. He has aba11doned some 
of his old asperities, and given us s 
tender, symp11.thetic exposition of the 
Evangelical fa.ith as applied to home 
relaiionehips and <lutie~. We heartily 
rejoice in this, ai..d bespeak for this 
dtilie:htful book a warw welcome froru ; tinually under medical treatment. 



Lined with Lovr. Friendly Talks with 
young Girls about the Yoke of the 
Lord Jesus. By Rev. GEORGE 
EvERA.RD, M.A. Nisbet end Co. 

A HELPFUL manual for girls, especially 
suitable for those who are just leav
ing home for domestic service, or 
other employment. The references to 
" Confirmation" and'' The Holy Com
munion" will be most appreciated by 
Church of England readers. 

.AJJ.y friends who were unable to hear 
PASTOR TnollilS SPURGEON'S lecture on 
•· Pins and Needles," and many who did 
he.ve the.t privilege, will be glo.d to know 
that it is to be delivered age.in at the meet
ing OD behalf of the PASTOBS' COLLEGE 
MISSIONARY AsSOCIATION, to be held o.t the 
College on Tuesday eveni11g, March 30, at 
7 .30. AdmiBBion to collectors, free : other 
friends, 6d. each. On the preYious occa
sion, the time was too short to allow the 
whole of the lecture to be given ; at this 
meeting, it is all to be delivered. 

On Wednesday evening, .A p,·il 7, in con
Dection with THE "JOHN PLOUGHMAN" 
GOSPEL 'TEMPEB.ANOE SOCIETY, Rawei, the 
native Maori evangelist, is to give a lecture, 
illustrated by me.ny beautiful dissolving
views, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
under the presidency of Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon. 

The Secretary of the BIBLE TRANSLATION 
SOCIETY asks us to call attention to a 
pamphlet, published by Messrs. Alexander 
e.nd Shepheard, and entitled, Bible T.-ans
/atio11 Society: itsjo,·mation a11d judifica
tion. It is a most interesting record of the 
proceedings at the public meeting held a.t 
New Park Street Chapel, March :.!4. 1S40, 
to form the Society. Mr. HHI writes:
" As its purpose is to prepare, print, and 
circulate pure versions of the Word of 
God, -free from Roman Catholic mis
representation on the one hand, and the 
mystification of the terms for baptism on 
the other,-it surely ought to be encouraged 
by all genuine Baptists." We think so, too. 

From a lee.dine: article in e. recent number 
?f The British We.kly, we take the follow
!ng extract, feeling sure that it will be of 
mterest to mlllly of our reuders :-

11 ,Ve have before us a volume entitled, 
'T/11• Mos/. Holy Place.' Sermons on the 
Song of Solomon, by C. H. Sl'UBOEON 
(Pu.ssmore and Alabaster). . . . . We lrnve 
1u this volume a most valuable contribution 
to Christian Iitemturo. The Church does 
not yet kuow whe.t a great su.int lllld doctor 
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We are glad to see that Pastor 
ARCHIBALD G. BROWN'S Protest 
egainst " The Devil's Mission of 
Amusement" has reached tho 164th 
thousand. It can still be obtained 
of Messrs. Robert Banks and Son, 
Racquet Court, Fleet Street, London, 
one penny ea.eh, or 7s. per 100. 

The same publishers have just issued 
the fourth edition of Mr. Brown's most 
instructive serm9n, entitled, "The Odd 
Sparrow.'' 

she posseseed in MB. SPURGEON. If religion 
is to be derived from revelation, and if 
theology is to be kept close to Christian 
experience, living or dying therewith. then 
we do not hesitate to say that MB. SPUR
GEON we.s not a whit behind the very chief est 
of theologians. Of course, what little 
criticism there is in the book is of small 
acconnt, and it does not profess to be im
portant. What is important is the depth 
of Christian knowledge the book discloses, 
and we have no hesitation in saying that it 
is one of the greatest treatises on the love of 
CHRIST to His people, 1LUd on His people's 
love to CHRIST the.t the Church possesses, 
wonderful alike for fertility and exquisite 
delicacy of thought. The writer plays with 
the images of the Canticles, out always with 
a careful reverence e.nd reserve. ' I am the 
Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley,' 
he comments upon thus : 'Red e.s the rose 
in His sacrifice, white as the lily e.s He 
ascends on high in His perfect righteous
ness, clothed in His white robe of victory to 
receive gifts for men,' and the ,olume is full 
of such beautiful fancies, though what is at 
the heart of it is not fancy, but the very 
truth of truths. MB. SPUBGEO:S was re
markable beyond most preachers for the 
passion e.nd intensity of his personal love 
for CHRIST, and here it appeo.rs in every 
sentence." 

THE YOUNG CHBISTU.,s' Mrssro~ARY 
UmoN.-A most important gatherin:<, i..u 
connection ,vith the above org1mization, 
took place on Sat14rda11 a,11i11!/, F,hrnary 
2i, at Christ Church, Westilllllster Bridge 
Rood, the area of the bu.ildwg being 
crowded, and seYeral hundreds occupying 
the galleries. The proceedings had been 
preceded by a public tea in Hawkstone 
Hu.ll. followed bv a Couferencd at which 
a.bout 250 were • present. The chair was 
teken by Rev. F. B. NeHr, B.A., the 
President of the Union for the current year. 
In bis inaugural address as President. in 
succession to Pastor Thomas Spurgeon. Mr. 
Meyer expressed his intense interest in the 
movement, nml anuounced his intention of 
endeavouring, during his year of office, to 
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bring it under the notice of the young 
Cbristia,ns of all our London churches. 
He intimated that his two-fold 11,im would 
be. fin,t, tha,t independent churches ehould 
each hH.ve their own missionH.ry, 11,ud next, 
thnt the Young Christia,ns' Missionary 
Pledge ehou Id be placed in the hA.nds of 11,ll 
our young church-members. 

The succeeding speakers - Dr. Harry 
Guinnesa. of th~ Region• Beyond Helpers' 
Pnion. Rev. R. Wright Hay. of the Baptist 
Missiona,ry Society. and F. W. ~- O'Neill, 
Esq .. who repreaent.ed the Students' Volun
teer Mission.-followed very largely upon 
t.he~ lines in their stirring speeches, which 
were marked b, unusual intensity and 
power. The enthusiRSm elicited during 
the earlier part of the meeting gave place 
to a thoughtful solemnity H.S the responsi
bilities resting upon individual Christians 
were pressed home upon the crowd of 
~-outhful listeners: a.nd a copy of the 
Youni: Christians' Yissiona.ry Pledge having 
been placed iu the hand of ea.eh one, there 
was a gre. ... t hope that, in many ca.ses, a 
sincere response would be given to the ca.ll 
for consecration to the missionary work. 
The evening"s programme was interspersed 
with some appropriate sacred solos by Miss 
Adil Rose. 

HADDO.."\' HALL, BERMOJ.."DSEY XEw Ro.ui. 
-The twenty-seventh anniver,,a.ry was 
held on Wai-ncsday ere11iu11, Marci, Ii. 
Mr. Samuel Barrow presided, and the 
attendance at the tea and public meeting 
was very large. The Report contained the 
following information:-·" The number of 
baptisms since the Hall wa.s opened in 
March, 18~4, has been 411. Tbe present 
number of communicants ie 328. A Sunday 
evening service seldom passes without 
enquirers being seen. There are 29 tra.ct
di.stributors, 5o Sunday-school teachers, as 
well as open-:i.ir preachers and Gospel 
Temperance workers. Thirty-five of our 
younger friends have formed a Society 
ea.lied the • Onward Open-air Mission 
Band,' working in tbe open-air, end visiting 
the sma.ller Mission Halls a.round. The 
1-nnda.y-•cbool bas fill average a.ttendauce 
of i36 children. There a.re two Bible-classes 
for young men and three for young women, 
which a.ll have separate class-rooms. The 
:,iunday Evening Separa.te Service for 
Children a.nd the Monday Evening Christian 
Bands, senior and junior, are the source of 
much spiritual blessing in the School. 
Financia.lly, God has blessed us. During 
the last two yea.re we have been able to put 
by £62 611. Id. towards a Renovation Fund. 
The total amount raised in a.II branches of 
the work in the twelve months has been 
£790 5s. 3d." 

CoLLEGE.-Mr. Thomas Dougles has com
pleted bis course, and settled at Waltham 
Cross. 

The following brethren are removing:
Mr. B. J. Cole, from Lossiemouth, to 

Orangefield Place Church, Greenook ; Mr. 
"r· G. Ha,ilstouo, from Reading, to Poole 
Dorset.shire; Mr. R. F. Jeffrey, from Folke'. 
etone. to Mount Pottiuger Church, Belfn.st • 
aud Mr. P. J. WrLrd. from Toledo, t~ 
Pomona, Los Augeles, Co.lifornilL, U.S.A. 

We rejoice to herLrthat Mr. R. S. Lo.timer 
and the Boulevard Church, \Veston-euper: 
Me.re, ho.ve been inYited to unite ,vith the 
friends hitherto worshipping nt Bristol 
Road Chapel in tbat town. Those of our 
readers who remember our Brother Lo.t
imer's brave battle for the right will join in 
conirratulating bim on the way the Lord has 
led 1Lnd blessed him since the trying time 
when be took his stand "for the co.use of 
God and truth." 

111 memoriam.-Juat as the "Notes" 
were in the pri.I,ters' hands, the news 
reached us that a.nother member of our 
College brotberhood,-Pa.stor .E'. Va11gha11 
of Castlema.ine, Victoria., was " called 
home" on Ja.uua.ry 17. Our Brother 
Walton bears the following; testimony con
cerning his "promoted " comrade and 
friend:-" His record in South Australia. 
Tasmania., and Victoria. is an honoura.bl~ 
one. It is marked bv a.II the characteristics 
of a man ea.lied of God to the work of the 
ministry. . . . . His was essentially a. 
ministry to those who value the grand 
qualities of the heart more than the 
acquirements of the bead, who think more 
of a. big heart than of a big bra.in. . . . . 
His knowledge of the Scriptures and of our 
denominational principles and practices 
was full and true. His flock was a.lwa.ys 
instructed, comforted, inspired by bis 
ministry. . . . . Those wno knew him 
best, loved and esteemed him with a.ll their 
heart." 

The widow and two daughters of our 
brother will be remembered in sympathy 
and prayer by those in the homeland who 
knew him, as well as by the many who 
learned to love him while be was labouring 
for bis Lord in the colonies. 

EvANGELISTs.-Pa.stor J. Wesley Boud, 
of PengeTaberne.cle, writes:-" M,·. B11r11-
l,am hn.s been with us ten days, conducting 
special services. Our bee.rt.a a.re much 
cheered by the visit of our brother; God's 
childrtn be. ve been refreshed, and sinners 
saved.'' 

OEPILI..NAGE.-The quarterly meeting of 
the collectors was held on :f'uesday, March 
JG. Many friends from a. dista.nce were un
o.ble to attend, owing to the bad weather. In 
the absence of hie brother, Mr. B. I. Green
wood, Pastor Thomas Greenwood, of Ba.l
he.m, presided, and we., introduced by tI;ie 
President. Mr. G. A. Britton, a student 111 
Cheshunt College, and formerly a. boy in the 
Orph:i.uage, gave e. very a.blo and interesting 
address, and the remB.llliug items of o. very 
capital pro~re.mme were contributed by tbe 
boys and g1rle at present in the Institution. 
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t,{r. B. I. IJ:reenwood eent £10 for the 
Orpho.nage funda, 11,11d hia brother Thomo.s 
go.vo o eimllar enm, in memory of their 
beloved father. 

We would remind our readere that the 
_A. 111111alFeativali• fixed (n.v.) for Th11raday, 
J,me 17, and we are very glad to announce 
tho.t J. Oompton Rickett, Eeq., M.P., hae 
promieed to preeide at the afternoon meeting, 
aud Sir A. Seale Ho.slam, of Derby, at the 
evening gathering. There will he a goodly 
array of speakers, o.nd for our young friende 
there will be an exhibition of Moving 
Photogro.phs. Plea.se note the date! 

The specie.I fund for our proposed Sea.
side Home amounts to upwards of £2,000. 
Further contributions are needed before the 
Trustees can proceed with the undertaking. 

CoLPOBTA.GE.-On reading through the 
Quarterly Reports of the men, we note that, 
although the wet weather has proved very 
trying, and many bread-winners have been 
thrown ont of work in consequence, and so 
have been unable to buy books, the visits of 
the colporteurs have proved very acceptable, 
and in several cases great blessings have 
been received through their labours. 

From Swaffham Prior comes an I\Cco,mt 
of a young man who received the 1i11ht from 
the colportenr in that Diatrict, and who hM 
had occasion to go out to South Africa, 1rnd 
has there •tarted a Young Men's Bible-class 
which is steadily ~owing. Can we not all 
join in prayer for the li~ht to spread in that 
po.rt of the Do.rk Continent through this 
eo.rneet brother? 

We are .. Jad to hear that Mrs. Sydney 
Watson's Life Story, entitled, A r·;u,,_qc 
Maiden's Career, has in more than one 
instance been grea.tly blessed to the res.ders. 
This fact should induce others to obtain 
copies through our agents. 

We ha.ve a.lao good news from our friends 
at Taunton ; a colporteur is wanted I here 
to help spread the glad tidings. )fay he 
be great1y blessed, and well supported ' 
So the wnrk is increa.sing under the guidance 
of our Heavenly Fa.ther. Will all who read 
these " Notes " pray for the colporteurs in 
their ea.mest elf orts to serve our Lord a.nd 
Muter? 

All communications a.nd contributions 
should be addressed to " Secretary," Col
portage Association, Pastors' College, Tem
ple Street, Southwark, S.E. 

. jnston' ~ttrop olitnn iabtrnacle . 
Stateme11t ol Receipts [1·0111 Feh1·uary 15th to March 14th, 189j. 

l\liss Powesland ... 
Rev. T. J. Cole, per Pastor "c. P. 

Sawde.y ... ... .. ... 
Half collection at Edith Road Chnpel, 

Nunhead, per Pa.stor C. P. Sawtlay ... 
In memoriam, C. H. Spurgeon, p~r 

Pastor F. 111. Smith 
M.A.Hill ... ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. R. Hunt, per J. T. D. . ... 
Thankolfering for President's'visit to 

ByTOm Hall, Liverpool, p:r Pa.st-0r 
F. G. West 

J.B. C, 
1

' A bit of mortar 11 
•• 

Port collection from Upton Chapel, 
Lambeth, per Pa.star W Willi111ns ... 

Mr. G. J. Midlands 
Mrs. Co.therine Job ... .. 
Collection !Lt Shoreditch T:-.berne.ole, 

per Pastor W. Cull' . . . . . . ... 
Rev. Joseph L. Roger, Congo 
P11Stor F. B. Monti... . .. 
Mr.J. Smeed ... 
re.,tor G. D. Hooper 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 

2 2 0 

3 15 0 

3 10 0 
0 2 6 
1 1 0 

4 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

4. 3 2 
0 15 0 
0 6 0 

12 12 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 

W.H. 
P•stor F. Durbin ... ·-· ... 
Collection at La.ke Road Chapel, Ports-

£ s. d. 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 

mouth, per Pa.star C. Joseph... ... 15 O O 
Pa.stor F. ,v. Jarry, Indi" 1 O O 
"I have prayed for thee" 0 10 0 
Pa.star D. Taylor . .. 0 10 o 
Mr. W. Pitcher ... ... ... 1 1 O 
Mrs. W. Gibson, Ta.sme.n.ia, per Pa.star 

T. Spw-geon . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 O o 
"In memoriam," per Pastor T. Spur-

geon ... . .. 
Rev. R. J. Beecli.ff .. . 
lllrs. E. Durra.nt .. . 
Miss Nelson... .. 

Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab.:-
Feb. 21 5 H 3 

28 2710 
M;;,,. , 19 o 9 

H IS 8 7 

0 10 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

£179 5 9 

~ollege ~issionar)l ~55ociation. 
St11te111e11t of Receipts j,·0111 February 15th to March Hth, 189j. 

'[r. Charles Comber 
~I- ~le!!. ... ... . .. ... . .. 
-' 1ss Mavse 
Young Chri;tia.ns' ·Missi~~nry u'nion"" 
11 For Christ's sake " • • • 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 G 

£ s. d. 
Contributions froc Beulah Baptist 

Chapel, Thorn1011 Heath, per ~lrs. 
R.alls ll 

£>) 1 0 
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jpnrgcon55' @qrhan lome, Jtochwclt Q&rphanage. 
Stet._t of Rdonpt, from Ptln,ary 16t4 to Ma,·ch, 13th, 1897. 

Mr. D. Smith . 
Mi"" M. A. Dobson ... ... . .. 
.-1.n English Churchman, in memory of 

C. H. S. ... ... ... ... ... 
~lr. J. White 
F. G. B. ... ... .. 

Per Miss K. E. Buswell :
lllr. E. .T. Prebble ... 
Mr. J. Blofeld 

0 5 0 
0 10 0 

Proceeds of lecture by Mr. Laeey, on 
"The Life and Work of Putor 
c. JI. Spul'@'('On.. . .. 

'Messrs. l-'. Foulger and Co. 
Mi~ Ellii:::on ... 
:llr. Jas. Hughes 
UeY. T. J. Cole ... ... ... . .. 
Messrs. Hom o.nd Co. and employ~ ... 
lllr. G. F. Darrell - ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss M. Collin 
Mrs. Powlesland. per J. T. D. 
!'o[rs. !>. l\[uir . . . . .. 
Anon\'"'m.OUS 
C'.ollf'Ct-ed by :\Ii.~ L. Gill 
ColleoW bi- )[iss E Porter 
Mr. C. Ibberson _ 
~ympath~ .. 
llrs. l\I. Stagg ... 
''". Donald Stewart ... 
Postal order, Hatton Ge.rden 
.T. B. C. . .. 
~fr. J. Kea.rry 
Mrs. Bellyse 
A grateful one 
'Mr. Lewin Sealy 
F. G. ... ... ... -• .. . 
Tbe :Misses E. and G. Warren .. . 
'Mr. T. Gnrney 
Mr. IJ. P. Rolf ... ... ... . .. 
Orphan.a.,,o-e bolles &t Taberna.cle i,at.es 
G:iven t.o Pastor T. Sp~n out.side 

Byram Hall, Liverpool 
Pos"".al order, from Te.in, Boss 
Mrs. E. Parsons 
Mrs. H&ddock ... 
Postal order, St. Ivea - ... 

~~6'. J1:1nord~'..Ch&~ ::: 
Collected by Mrs. Bhipway 

Orphan boys' cards:-
C. D. Trinder 
H. Stanne.rd 
T. Grundy 
W . .A4,-ar 
J. Bowie 

Orphan girls' cards :-
B. G:ibROD 
D. Harris 
E. Sandy 
J. Witting 
B. Mott ... 
E. Clutt.erbnck 
.J.Hall 
U. Buhicro&Rn 
W. Plumley ... 

Mr. T. Lewis ... 
Postal order, J/89 697,602 
Mr. G. Green 
111r. T. Field .. . 

0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 0 8 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 

0 7 0 
0 4 0 
0 3 3 
O 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 4 0 
0 4 1 
0 5 7 
on s 

Sale of j •wellery ... . .. 
Co!lect.ed by Mr. H. Messent ... 
A thankotl'erin~ for Mr. Spurgeon'• 

aerwo11B-Gratitude, t:,we.nae& 

£ •· d. 
5 5 0 
l l 0 

2 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 l 6 

0 16 0 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 
l 0 0 
0 6 0 
2 2 0 
s 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 16 0 
0 10 0 
1 19 0 

50 0 0 
0 10 3 
0 7 2 
0 3 0 
0 s 0 
0 10 0 
l 0 (I 

0 2 6 
I 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 14 0 
0 I 0 
1 0 ~ 

0 12 0 
0 5 n 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 6 

l O o 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
o 6 O 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 

011 6 

2 6 6 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 6 
0 16 0 

6 0 0 

lllr. JI\S. Smith 
Mr. 111.Steel 
Miss J. Pe1\l'ce ... . .. .. . .. . 
Mr. H. S. Nunu. per Mr. Iveraon ... 
Thankolfering from two sister,, Don-

oas~r ... . .. 
Miss Murray ... 
Collected by a friend ... . .. 
A thankolfering from R. F. T. . . 
lllr. S. Brook . . . . . . .. . 
Costers' Hall Christian Mission, per 

Mr. W. J. Orsm•-D, J.P. ... 
Mr. George .. , 
Mrs. Curtis ... 
Mrs. M. Ewins 
Mr. D. Peck 
Mrs. Shurmur, per Mrs. 'E. E. 

Sharpington .. . .. 
Collected by M,-s. Leaper 
Mr. J. McKenzie .. 
lllr. Fredk. l'itch 
A.B.B. . .. 
Mr. Jas. Wilson 
Miss A. Scott 
F. J .. High Cros.s ... 
Sto.mps, Manchester 
c\lr. A. J. White 
Y.R.A.M .. 
lliss R. Ca.ne 
lliss M. Davies ... . .. 

Per Mrs . .r amPs ,vithers :
~[r. \V. Moore 
)[r. H. Cooper 
:\lrs. J. Davis 

Per ~lr. Wm. Ogg:-
Collecting Boz,,s :

Miss Mountitleld 
!llrs. Millett ... 
Miss Sco.~{ins 
Mrs. ~[a.in ... . .. 
Mrs. Bartholomew ... 
Miss M. Hoare 
Mr. Hopkins 
Miss Ba.rrow 
Mrs. Ottaway 
Mrs. French ... 
Mr. M. Blake 
Miss Morrell 
Miss Horne ... 
Miss Ayling .•• 

Donations :-
Rev. J. S. Wye.rd ... 
M. IIL M. ... 
:Mrs. I. Hoare 
Miss H. Hoare 
Mr. Ogg •.• ... ... 
Odd fartbinga and h!Llfpenoe 

Mr. J. :Millard 
Mrs. M. Smith .. . . . 
Collected by Mr. JI. G. Green 
Miss M. A. Butterworth ... 
Mrs. Worsdell 
Mr. T. Brown ... 

5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 

0 4 3 
0 3 ~ 
0 4 
0 4 3 
0 10 6 
0 5 2 
0 0 B 
O 3 B 
0 1 7 
0 2 ti 
0 8 0 
0 0 8 
0 4 2 
0 4 4 

0 4 6 
(i 10 0 
0 6 O 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 0 3 

Collected by Mrs. Beale ... . .. 
"With two eistera' best wishes" 
Mr. A. Overy ... . .. 
Anon., l{inget.nn Blount ... 
Mr. ,To.a. Lun<lie ... 
A •ermon-ree.der, Edmburgh 
Mr. W. E. E11.Stman 
Collected by Masters D. un,l 

Dearlove .. •.• ... 
Collected by Miss Newbold 

J. 

£ a. d. 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
l 0 0 

2 2 
l 0 0 
1 11 10 
0 5 0 
0 6 u 
6 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 7 ti 
0 6 0 

0 10 0 
U 15 0 
1 0 0 
6 0 u 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 ; 0 
2 12 0 
1 0 (l 

0 10 0 

5 12 6 

4 1 0 
0 6 0 
1 10 0 
0 2 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 (I 

0 10 0 
6 0 (I 

0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 I) 

0 6 0 

0 2 7 
0 6 9 



COT,PORTAOE ASSOOIATION. 

Oullect.ed by Master D. Domford 
Jl[r Jll8. Blnete1Ld ... ... . .. 
ooileoted by lllr. I. Whittaker ... 
Mr. o .. B. V11nheson ... . .. 
Mr. C. Schultz .. . .. 
0ollccl,ed by Mlsa M. Humphreys 
Collected by Mrs, Wl10•ler 
Oolleoted by Mrs. M. Penning 
"In memory of my mother" 
Mrs, E. Allmey .. . . . 

!~J!·cied by ·wee ii: Cuhi
0

tt 
Collected by Mrs. Bradley 
Collected hi• Mrs. Rees . . . .. 
Collected by Mr. 0. Hioko . . .. 
Mrs, Critchell, per lll.r. 0. Htclrs 
Miss Wilson, per Mr. "\V, II. I\fo.~ou 
Collected by Mr& H. Crawley ... 
Collected by Mrs. Zuber . . . . .. 
collected by Miss E. S. Harrisson 
Mrs- E. Dnrra.nt .. . 
M,a. Newbatt .. . 

Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:-
A reader of C. H. Spur-

geon's sermons ... 
Miss J. F. Dickson 
Mrs. J. Melville 
)Irs, Bo.ines ... 

1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
4 0 0 

1\dmiralty money order, No. 56,til:.!., 
Feb. 20/97... ••• 

Sandwich, per Bankers 
Re,·. John Kempton ... . .. 
Christmas dinner collection, Baptist 

£ A, cl. 
0 17 G 
l 1 0 
0 10 0 
l O o 
1 1 0 
0 8 0 
l 10 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 r, 0 
0 fi 0 
1 8 2 
1 2 6 
0 18 3 
2 10 0 
0 1,, 0 
0 6 0 
0 11 U 
0 3 6 
0 1 6 
1 O O 
1 0 0 

6 16 0 

0 10 0 
1 l 0 
0 5 0 

Church, Dideford, per Pastor F. 

Ef.':,_~~~ o"i." the--·1ate"
0

Mrs."
00 sus,;,~ 5 19 8 

Ha:rvey 45 0 0 
Executor oi" th~ .. late··· :r,r..,;:· Ann 

Shields . . . ... .. . 5 0 0 
Executor of the lo.te :Ur. Samuel 

Coxeter 4 5 1 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Mothers' 

Meeting collecting-box O 10 8 
Jfeeti11gs by Mr. Uha1·lesworth and the 

Orphanage Choir:-
Haddon Hall Snnday-school ... . . . 7 O O 

\Voolwicb ... ... . .. 
£ "· <l. 
2 1'l 5 
0 8 10 ~11le of program.mes. Woolwir.h ... 

Christ Church, WestminsU"r, P.S.A., 
per Mr. W. H. Buncombe ... ... 1 1 6 

Lake Rond Baptist Cht1pP.l, l'r,rt~-
mouth (proceeds of roceting in Towo. 
Htdl and collPctinl!' boxC'-'"') . 64 13 4, 

Pilf.rrim Ho.II, New Ke11t 1{1Jn•l... . 2 1-i 6 
Coll,ction.~ i11 m~mrrry of /'rrslrJr C. II. 

Sp10•,r1'-0n :-
Queen·~ RoR.d Ba[.>tist 8un(la.y-~chool

1 

Wimbledon, per ~fr. T. A. Holton ... 
Edith Roft.d D:-1.pt.ist ChR.pel, Xunhea.d, 
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" @he ®uestion @ah " at '' 'Q.'ftlcstmood ... 
o. H. SPURGEON1S n.r'PROMPTU A..'fSWERS TO STUDENTS

1 
QL'ESTIONS. 

( Continued from page 1 G 1.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-How it·ould you adcis, us to treat 
tl'.ose people who are constantly bri11ging up tl1eir pe1:f'ectiv11ist 
t'lt'WS? 

MR. SPURGEON's ANSWER.-! should let them bring 
them up, and to.ke no notice of them, if possible. There 

are many things that o.re best cured by being let alone, and 
1-! 
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p~rfec-tionis°: is one of them. At its best, it is nn infirmity of noble 
mmds; but m other easc-s, those who hold such views hnve been 
great troublers in tht' churches, and have done n vast nmount of 
mischief. Whene,er any brother comes to ask me what he shall do 
with regard to a member who fancies he has become pel"fect, I always 
sa)-, '' Don't take any particular notice of him, nnd then he will O"et 
irritated by your indifference, and you will discover how very ~
perfec! he is. But if you lie down in ~nt of him, and begin barking, 
you will only attract a.11 the more attent10n to him, and cause him to 
think the more of himself." From a very wide and lengthy obser
,ation, I am able to say that all whom I have met, who have thought 
themselves perfect, have been very far from it; while others, who 
ha,e seemed to me as near perfection as any. people could be, have 
been the very persons who have lamented their imperfections and 
shortcomings. 

if. 

Q.-Jfay I ask, sir, whether you would advise us to visit all ozer people 
regularly? 

.A.-That must depend upon the size of your congregation. I do 
think that, when a brother has only a small congregation in a country 
village, he will find it wise to do a good deal of pastoral visitation, 
and he will in this way help to keep up his congregation; but when 
a minister has a congregation of eight or nine hundred, how can he 
go the round of them all? It would be quite impossible for me to 
visit all my people ; it would be absurd even to attempt it. 

Let me just remind you that there is a vast difference between 
truly spiritual pastoral visitation, and the chit-chat and gossip which 
sometimes go by that name ; and remember also that there are other 
ways of keeping your people together, and the best method is so to 
preach the truth that they cannot stay a.way from the house of 
prayer, but must come out whenever they can. At one of our 
Association meetings, I heard e. brother say that he always visited all 
his people regularly; but some of his friends have told me that they 
would be better pleased if he came to see them less frequently, and 
spent more time in his study, so that his preaching might have more 
in it. Keep your sermons up to the mark, brethren, and then visit 
your flock e.s much as you can, but not too much. 

if. 

(MR. SPUllGEON brought to e. close the questioning on this particular 
occasion by giving another address, as follows:-) 

Dear Brethren,-It may be that, in the good providence of God, 
some of you will go far ~way from us, to the other side of the globe, 
to that new land that is yet to grow into a great empire ; you will be 
lile the sappers and miners of an army, preparing the country for its 
conquest by the Saviour, our omnipotent Leader. Some of you may 
die at sea, and be buried where the pearls of the ocean lie deep 
beneath the ever-rolling waves; others of us may be called to labour 
in our dear homeland, and when our work is done, we shall sleep 
with our fathers. We cannot hope to remain an unbroken band, as 
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wo h11ve been during your h11ppy studont-d11ys; for the Lorrl wants 
somo of us for the Congo," 11Il(l others, it may be, for India, or 
Chin11, or other parts of the gTeat foreign mission field. It will b9 so 
and it ought to be so, Such "salt" a.s this ought not to be kept i~ 
the box; it ought to be sc11ttered wherever there is corrnption and 
putridity,-to stay !he pl11gue ?f iniquity, and to preserve that which 
is good. True sold10rs of Christ must go to the war wherever their 
great Captain sends them, and be prepared to " endure hardness '' 
for His sake and the gospel's. 

But, brethren, the point I want just now to impress upon you is, 
that we shall all meet again-if we are found faithful,-in the land 
where there o.re no graves, where the cypress can never gTOW, where 
tears are never shed, and where-despite all those pretty hymns 
,,bout the shining strand,-we are to gather where there is to be no 
more sea. We shall meet again, dear friends, where flowers never 
fade, and where sin can never come to mar our peace and joy; we 
shall meet again there if we are found faithful. But shall we 
be faithful ? We shall if the Lord shall make us to be rull of 
faith. I do not like that theory which some propound, '' God will be 
faithful to us if we are faithful to Him." You can tell the exact 
8trength of a chain if you know the strength of the weakest link in 
it; we are very weak links, and if the endurance of the chain depends 
upon us, it will soon be snapped. I believe that, if we have fully 
committed ourselves to God, relying upon the atoning sacrifice of 
Christ, and trusting to His almighty grace, He will keep us. My 
soul delights in those precious promises, which the Lord has given to 
His covenant people, "I will put My law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be My 
people ; " and " I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall 
not depart from Me." 

I do not believe that any man, who has been thoroughly in love 
with the gospel, can ever leave it. He who has truly seen the Lord, 
and proved the effect of the love of Christ upon the soul that trusts 
Him, will have a remembrance which will abide with him after all 
else may have faded away. My own convictions concerning Christ 
are more deeply engraved upon my heart than anything else of which 
I am conscious. My sense of sin, my conversion, my pardon through 
His precious blood, my joy and peace in believing,-all these will, 
I believe, remain with me when everything else has passed from my 
recollection. It is strange how God strengthens a sanctified memory. 
I have known old men, who had forgotten almost everything, but who 
still could preach the gospel; and I have heard of dying men, who 
were unable to recognize their wives or their children, but they knew 
the name of Jesus when it was whispered in their ear. There is a 
wondrous union between Christ and the soul that is joined to Him by 
bands of love; and here, in this still evening hour, beneath this 
summer sky out of which the sun is setting, I trust that each one of 

• One of the students who had asked a question "under the oak "on this memor
o.b_le occasion Wll.8 John Maynard (" Little Jnck," of the Stockwell Orphttnage), who 
salled for the Congo n few weeks lo.ter, and w~ in Heaven in about sb: months. Two 
other brethren who were present are still missionaries on the Congo. 
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us ,·im sr1y, "I hit,e lifted up miue haud unto the Lord, and I cannot 
go bark." 

" 'Tis done '. the great transaction's dono ; 
I am my Lord's, aml He is mine." 

As for myself, brethren, I have no new creed to make, and none to 
learn. There is much more that I want to know of my Saviour, but 
I do not want to know of any other saviour; with the apostle I can 
say, "I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified." I glory in the cross, but in nothing else: 
"God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." The world, with all its wisdom and philosophy, has never 
found out God; my philosophy is all wrapped up in the cross of 
Christ. I am well content to go shares with those who have gone 
before me to the skies. Some of them, as they burned to death for 
Christ's sake, cried aloud, "Christ is all." I am quite willing to take 
my part with the apostles whom the wise men of to-day count to be 
fools: and with those still greater fools, as many consider the Re
formers who brought back into the light the great doctrine of 
justification by faith. I am satisfied to tread the path my sires have 
trod; I ha.e an illustTious pedigree in the skies, and I will not snap 
that chain which links me with those who have entered the glory
land. This faith saved them in the time of poverty, and persecution, 
and martyrdom, and death ; and it will save me. At any rate, I 
would sooner risk my soul on all the difficulties of the old theology, 
so long tried and proved, than on all the beauties of the novel doctrine 
taught by so many nowadays. I believe we are all of one mind upon 
this matter, and some of us may live to see great alterations con
cerning the present popular teaching. I have felt the utmost contempt 
for certain individuals who have lately been abusing Mr. Gladstone, 
and I thought it was quite right on the part of those young men who 
banded themselves together to defend "the grand old man." Now, 
in a still higher sense, let us make a solemn league and covenant that 
we will a,enge every attack that is made upon the truth of God; and 
if the old faith is to be despised, let each one of us be ready to say, 
" Here is one who is perfectly content to bear a share of the reproach; 
and if you men of the new school profess to be wiser than we are, you 
shall prove it if you can, and we will see which form of doctrine the 
Lord will bless to the winning of souls; and when all our service is 
over, and Christ comes to judge the world, we are quite willing to 
abide the test of that great day." 

Whenever I have been thinking over a certain proposition, and I 
have come to what I consider a pretty safe conclusion, I do not feel 
satisfied with my own judgment alone; but whenever I take my own 
judgment upon any matter, and deliberately lay it down at the feet of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, desiring to be taught by the Holy Spirit what 
is the will of the Lord in that thing, I feel a wonderful ease and rest 
of heart about it. I am certain that I have made no mistake in abso
lutely laying down my own judgment and every other faculty, that 
I may be taught and guided of God. One fatal flaw in the thought of 
the present age is that every man seems to think that he can make his 
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own religion, and manufacture a god according to his own mind, and 
practically be his own christ and everything that he wants. The real 
truth is that, apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, each one of us is noth
ing and nobody; and the only hope of our ever becoming anything 
is for us to die out of ourselves into the life of God. Om thoughts 
need to be brought into subjection to the thoughts of God, and our 
lives need to be made to run on the lines laid by God ; this would be 
for our safety, and I believe for our success also. We may learn a 
lesson from what happened in the last century; the style of much of 
the pr~aching was such as tended to the emptying of chapels and the 
multiplication of spiders, and Nonconformity gradually drifted away 
towards Unitarianism, and true religion would have become almost 
extinct in England if the Lord had not raised up those two believing 
men, Whitefield and Wesley, and others likeminded, who were a 
great power for good in the land. And I believe the Lord has raised 
us up, together with many others who hold the same faith, that we 
may fight this battle, and win the victory, to the glory of His holy 
Name. Whenever I have found myself represented as a fool because 
I cling so tenaciously to the old faith, I have thought to myself, 
"What man, by proclaiming any new doctrine, has been able to draw 
such congregations as have filled the Tabernacle for the last quarter of 
a century simply to listen to the preaching of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified?" We do not set up to be anything great in ourselves; but 
we do set up to be servants of the great God, believers in the great 
Saviour, proclaimers of His great salvation, and, God helping us, we 
shall keep on doing this till we die ; and then, unto principalities and 
powers in the Heavenly places, we -will make known the manifold 
wisdom of God. 

-1(. 

N.B.-A new series of questions and answers icill (n.,.) be beg11n 1n 

next inontli's Magasine. 

"1N THE MULTITUDE OF YY THOUGHTS WITHIN ll'.E THY CO:llFORTS 

DELIGHT MY souL."-Psalm xciv. 19. 

"THY comforts delight my soul." Blessed Lord, how sweet is this 
text in my mouth ! The taste of it is " like wafers made mth 

honey." It is both meat and drink to my heart, for every word has 
joy and refreshing in it; so that, like the '' best wine" of the 
Canticles, it " goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are 
asleep to speak." " Thy comforts--:Thy comforts delight my soul." 
Give me grace, dear Master, to sit at Thy table this morning, and eat 
and drink abundantly, us Thy beloved ones may do, of the Divine 
dainties Thy love has here provided! H.:ilp me so to speak of them, that 
not only my own soul, but the souls of others may enjoy the Heavenly 
manna and be filled with the mingled and spiced wine of remembrance 
and expectation! Human comforters -we may have had, and we blessed 
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them for their kindness; but none can comfort like Thee, for Thou 
nrt " the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort.'' Come then 
dear Lord, help us to spread out this feast of fat things, o,nd set it i~ 
order before our eyes, that we may see what reason we have to 
"comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God." 

"In the m,dtitude of m,11 tlwuglits 1ci'tl1in me," the first of Thy comforts 
gracious God, is this,-that Thou hast said unto my soul, "I am th3; 
'-Rl,ation." He saves its, not because of any merit in us, or any 
deser.ings of our own ; but because sovereign grace chose •us, and 
Di.ine compassion redeemed us, and when we were far off, infinite 
pit_, brought us back, and made us nigh by the precious blood of 
Christ. It may well "comfort our hearts," this "everlasting conso
lation and good hope through grace," coming as it does direct from 
"our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, which 
hath loved us." A saved and pardoned sinner can truly say, "Thy 
comforts delight my soul." 

The next thought is that, having saved us, He keeps us. "We 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." 
Comparatively few Christians put God's keeping power fully to 
the test. If we would trust Him for the keeping, as we do for the 
1.aving, our lives would be far holier and happier than they are. •• I 
will keep it e.ery moment," is one of those grandly unlimited 
promises which most of us are afraid of, and we store them away in 
the background because we dare not believe them, and bring them 
nut into the light of our daily practice. 0 foolish and unbelieving 
hearts, how much of soul-delighting comfort do we thus miss ! 

Then comes another thought, He cares for us. Dear friends, if you 
are His, you know the exceeding comfort of casting all your care upon 
Him, and being quite sure that He will "undertake" for you. Have 
we not often come to Him oppressed and burdened with an intolerable 
weight of anxiety and distress, and been enabled to roll the whole 
mass of it on Him, leaving it all at His feet, and returning to our 
work with a lightened and restful heart? Some of us have had 
burdens and sorrows, which would have crushed the very life out of 
us if we had not been enabled to look up and say, "Thou, Lord, 
hast holpen and comforted me.'' Yes, truly, God's care for us is one 
of the sweetest comforts of our mortal life. 

Closely linked with this is that other thought, that He knows all about 
us. Our enemies-sometimes, even our friends,-misunder;;tand and 
malign us, they misconstrue our words and actions, and impute to us 
motives which never actuated us. But our God knows the thoughts 
and intents of our heart, and never makes a mistake in the judgment 
He passes on us. The comfort of this knowledge on the Lord's part, 
10 those who are" suffering wrongfully," is inexpressibly precious. 
They can lift up their heads with j()y, and s~y, '' The Lord is good. 
He knoweth them that trust in Him" I have known this comfort so 
dtllight the soul that trials and temptcttions had no power to vex _or 
n nnoy it, for it was hidden " secretly in a pavilion from the strife 
o~ tongues" 
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Lastly (though there are many, many more), one of the multi
tude of thoughts that stand out prominentl_y from the rest, as a 
comfort that delights the soul, is that Ile loves u~. This truth has 
been running through the fields of previous thought, as a silver 
strearulet glides through the meadows ;-here, it should deepen 
and expand to a broad and fathomless ocean, had I the power to speak 
of its height, and depth, and length, and breadth, and to tell of the 
Jove of Christ, which passeth knowledge. 

But my pen utterly fails here. I feel as John Berridge must 
have done when he wro! e, " We must die to speak of Christ." You 
who love Him, and know that He loves you, must each one say to 
himself what that "comfort of love" is to your own heart. This 
will be a better comment than any I can offer. And, if some poor 
distressed soul is mourning the loss of the sweet consolation which 
Christ's love alone can give, let him call to remembrance a tenderly 
precious promise which the Lord put into the lips of the prophet Isaiah, 
" I have seen his ways, and will heal him; I will lead him also, ,1...'<D 

RESTORE COMFORTS U)ITO HIM." 

A very pleasant, encouraging letter, which I have received, deserves 
to be enshrined in these records. The reference to the Tabernacle 
service, long ago, to the Alme.nack, and to my beloved's books and 
work will interest you as much as it pleased me. The Wl"iter, who is 
a clergyman in a far-a.way land, says :-" For the last eighteen years, 
your husband's Sermons and books have been a great blessing to me. 
I heard him preach twice in the Tabernacle, and on one of those 
occasions my sainted mother was with me ; and as she, a plain Scotch
woman, looked round the immense building, she said, ' They will 
never fill this place to-night!' Her attention was diverted for a time; 
but when the doors were opened, and the crowd rushed in, and the 
house was crowded in a few moments, her wonder and amazement 
were beyond expression. She is gone to glory now. Through her 
I was led to Jesus, and I am at present in this remote and isolated 
place, striving to lead others to Christ. 

"Your little Almanack reaches even to us, and is a guide and 
comforter. An old lonely widow woman was telling me, the other day, 
how precious the texts were to her soul. She knew more about Mr. 
Spurgeon than I did, and, need I say, she loved him well? I have often 
thought of Wl"iting to you to thank you, and to praise God with you 
for His goodness to and through you. My people are peculiar, I d<;> 
not know one rejoicing believer; they are religious, but great slaves 
to opinion. Many of them wish to fear Jehovah, and serve other 
gods; while, alas! many church communicants go to and seem to enjoy 
promiscuous dancing balls. God bas been stirring my soul, and I feel 
the force of the little article in this year's Almanack, 'The DisaP)?ointed 
Dog.' I have had, in previous years, the joy of winning souls; but I, 
~oo, have been, if not content, at any rate not what I should have been 
Ill regard to the perishing and Cluistless ones. They wish to be left 
nlone. Ministers are too ready to cry, 'Peace,' and to preach away 
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without trouhling- muC'h whether souls aro savc>d or not. Thora will 
h,, a dreadful nwnkening so~e day. The }}O\'l"er of the- Holy Spirit 
alone <'Rn enable us to ho faithful and successful winners of souls." 

He-re is another letter,-a very quaint one,-from an old Welshman. 
wll(I, though linng li0 miles from London, claims that Mr. Spurgeon 
was his beloved Pastor. " For over 30 years," he says, " I have fed 
upon his Sermons, and I have taken the Suxn-d and Trowel for nearly 
ns long, so that I know your history since )'OU left New Park Street 
Chapel. How I grieved over the disaster in the Surrey Music Hall, 
rmd how annoyed I was at the behaviour of that Committee when 
Mr. Spurgeon took Exeter Hall, and with the unkind comments sent 
by a London minister to a Scotch paper ! I was angry, too, when I 
used to read a certain Dr.'s ' snap-~hots ' of jealous sentences, many of 
whiC'h "l"l"ill be read ""ith disgust in the future. And I was daily in 
sympathy with Mr. SpUTgeon as he passed through the cold showers 
of the ' Down-grade ' hailstones. Thank God, he fought that battle 
gloriousl.~ ! He was a truly brave man, 'who dared to say the right, 
when right was miscalled wrong.' If I were rich, I would certainly 
open an ababaster bo:s:, and pour its contents on his name and 
m,mory ! 

"But my great delight has been in his grand work, The Treasury 
o_f IJarid. "What a storehouse of fine spiritual food it is ! Seven 
barrels of wheat-meal, always full, always fresh, sweeter each time it 
is used ;-fuller than the Egyptian granaries, more soul-satisfying than 
all the combined delights of earth ! I have also a great· liking £or 
John Pkiughman, and several times have sent him and his horses to 
plongh my neighbours' fields ; but, for some reason or other, the 
horses always fail to find their way honie, and then I have to buy a 
fresh team! Now I must conclude by telling you that, years ago, I 
walked twenty-two miles to hear' John Ploughman' preach in Sir 
Watkin's park. I shall never forget it. The text·was, 'The Lord is my 
Shepherd: What a grand solo it was·! • The melodious notes ran up 
and down bet"l"!"een the upp!lr 'Do '-The Lord-and the natural' Me' 
below-' I shall not want.' It was Heavenly music, anq. a time of 
bringing great glory to God." 

I have been to Be:s:hill. I have seen my "beautiful little Zion," I 
have heard the gospel in all its fulness and· simplicity proclaimed 
within its walls, I have worshipped the Lord with a grateful heart, and 
sung His high praises in the assembly of His people, and I have sat 
with them at His table, and remembered His love, and His death. 
Y erily, that day I came to Elim with its wells and palm trees, and my 
soul encamped there with great joy by the waters. · 

K ow I have returned from this blessed pilgrimage more assured than 
ever that there is a great work to be done for the Lord at Bexhill, and 
that He is doing it, in His own gracious and glorious way. From 
first to last let us give to Him the honour and_ glory, for to Him alone 
it is due. " This is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our oyes." 
Oh, that I could praise Him as I ought! My heart is full of gratitude, 
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my soul overflows with thanksgiving, yet how impossible it seems to 
clothe my feelings with ndequatoly expressive words. When I stoorl 
looking at the present building, and at the space of ground whir· the 
larger House of God is to occupy, a great awe fell upon me, and I 
could have wished that every brick, and stone, and rafter, and every 
blndo of grass growing in the field, had had a voice to shame my 
silent tongue, while they sang the praises of Him who had done such 
great things for us ! 

The services at "Beulah" are bright and joyous. The people come in 
eagerly, as if they were hungry, and expected a good meal there; 
and, certainly, the dainties of the gospel feast were spread for them 
on that Sabbath morning, when Mr. Hockey preached from the "l>Ords, 
" Come, for all things are now ready.'' If any poor sinner there did 
not "come," it must have been because he" would not." 

And how the dear souls do sing! They do not" leave all the praise 
to the organ," for again and again I heard their voices rise above the 
notes of the pretty instrument which two dear friends have presented 
to "sweet Beulah Land.'' Oh, it icas good to be there; I felt I was 
in the midst of a living church, and that the power of the Spirit of 
God stirred among the reople. 

Then, in the evening, my dear son Charles gave a very pleading and 
powerful discourse from the two words, "his Father,'' tenderly press
ing home the fact of the Father·s love upon the conscience of those 
who had wandered from Him. I shall be greatly surprised if we do 
not hear of some prodigal"s return to the heart and the home of the 
gracious Lord whose love and mercy were so attractively set forth. 
The Lord's Supper at the close of this service was the crowning bliss 
of the day, when we sat together as a little company of believers, 
and thought of Him, and blessed Him for dying for us, and rejoiced 
that He still lives and loves us. Do you not think, dear friends, that 
I had a Sabbath day at Bexhill which will be remembered by me till 
I come to the gate of Heaven? 

On Monday, at 11 a.m., we had a little ceremony in the open air, 
and an informal meeting in the Chapel, which you will read about 
further on in the Magazine; and so I had the joy of inaugurating the 
new effort, embracing the erection of the larger place of worship, for 
which we shall need more faith, more money, more prayer, and certainly 
more hearty praise; because the gracious God, who has led us and 
blessed us so wondrously thus far, is pledged, both by His nature and 
His Word, to complete the work He has begun. 

One word as to finance. OuR Goo SENDS THE MOXEY. No man, 
woman, or child is asked to give; but if a Divine prompting comes to 
anyone, I pray you do not ignore it, dear friends; I, as the treasurer, 
shall be grateful to receive help, great or small, towards this work of 
the Lord in my hands. Cflease remember that my "boast in the 
Lord" that the $chool-Chapel should be opened FREE OF DEBT, has 
been, by His grace and goodness, most abundantly fulfilled. 

S. S. 
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~rulah ~ap,tist ~lrnp,d, ~c~hill-on-iNt. 
CUTTING THE FIRST Son. INTERESTING CEREMONY, 

DrRING the past month, a further impetus has been given to the 
new work by Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon's second visit to Bexhill. 

Believing that the time had arrived for making n beginning with the 
larger Chapel, Mrs. Spurgeon consented to cut the first sod, and so to 
;;tart the work of preparing for the foundations of the future building. 
Aeeordingly, on Monday morning, April 12, quite a good company of 
friends assembled in the School-Chapel for a brief preliminary 
ser,ice. After a hymn had been sung, Pastor Charles Spurgeon 
offered prayer, and Pastor J. S. Hockey delivered a short address, in 
the course of which he said that he devoutly thanked God that Mrs. 
Spurgeon was able to be with them that day; there would not have 
been a Baptist Chapel at all in Bexhill had it not been for her, and 
certainly they would not have had the larger edifice about to be 
erected had it not been for her splendid generosity. 

The congregation then adjourned to the ground, and the ceremony 
of cutting the first sod was duly performed by Mrs. Spurgeon. We 
are ,err glad to be able to present to our readers, in a special supple
ment issued with this month's Sword and Trowel, a view of this interest
ing scene, and we are also very pleased here to report the " few words " 
spoken by Mrs. Spurgeon on this memorable occasion. 

MRS. SPURGEON said :-I would like, dear friends, to say just a few 
words. I am not going to make a speech. God has not bestowed 
upon me the gift of utterance, and my son will speak on my behalf; 
but I want to tell you how delighted I was yesterday to hear your 
dear Pastor (Mr. Hockey) preach the pure and simple gospel in that 
little Chapel we have just left. You cannot imagine how dear the 
place is to me. All the tenderest emotions of my heart are touched 
by the sight of this " little Beulah " of yours,-and mine. It has 
been built to the glory of God, first and foremost, and He has already 
come and taken possession of it, and made it His own house, b! 
"receiving sinners " there. He has filled it with His glory ! But 1t 
also enshrines the precious memory of my dear one who has gone to 
be with God, and therefore it has a peculiar sacredness for me. 
This cutting of the first sod is a small beginning of what I am sure 
will have a great and glorious ending, for the work is of the Lord all 
the way through, and He never does things by halves. You have 
done me the honour of making me treasurer of the Building Fund, 
and I am going to tell you a secret concerning that Fund. People do 
Eay that ladies cannot keep secrets, but I have kept this one so long 
that it is burning my heart this morning, and must be told. In 
addition to the amounts reported, the Lord has given me 

A Tnol"sA::,o,'D PoUNDS 
towards the cost of the new Chapel which we now propose to build. 
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This money is in the Bank, and we are going to trust Gorl for the 
rost. Ood began the School-Chapel, and He is now heginni ng the 
larger edifice which is to be erected as a House for His glory. I 
pray that the Lord will richly bless Mr. Hockey, and give him many 
souls as seals to his ministry . 

.,, 

Another hymn having been sung, Pastor Charles Spurgeon 
suggested that the spade used by his dear mother should be silver
Jilated by making it the receptacle for contributions towards the 
Building Fund. The amount thus given was ultimately made up to 
ten guineas. 

On returning to the chapel, Pastor Charles Spurgeon referred to 
the happy providential arrangement by which his beloved mother and 
himself were enabled -to be present on that occasion, and said he was 
sure they had that day qone, in the name of the Lord, just what his dear 
father would have desired to be done if he could have been with them. 
His mother had begun to dig out the foundation of a new station on 
the line to Heaven, and he hoped some would take their tickets, and 
enter the gospel train that morning. He rejoiced in the good work 
which had already been accomplished in Bexhill, and he exhorted the 
friends to imitate the early Christians, who "continued steadfastly in 
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers." These were the four sides of a great square. British 
soldiers always liked to fight in squares when they were few and the 
enemy many, and they had withstood many attacks that way; and if 
the Bexhill Baptists stood firm in similar fashion, their future would 
be God-honoured, and far greater in prosperity than they could 
imagine. 

Pastor W. J. Harris, of Eastbourne, expressed the great joy he felt 
in having any part in the proceedings of the day, and especially in 
meeting dear Mrs. Spurgeon, "the mother of the Pastors' College." 
From the Tabernacle pulpit there rang out for thirty years that 
wonderful witnessing for Christ which had penetrated to the Yery 
ends of the earth, and now from the bereaved home at "Westwood" 
a most gracious ministry was still being exercised. The present 
School-Chapel, and t'.ie larger one about to be built, were the results of 
that ministry. H~ believed that, if any church had ever been born 
of the Holy Ghost, it was the Baptist Church at Be:x:hill ; they had a 
living ch'!rch, a living preacher, a living Lord, and a living gospel. 

Our readers will notice, by the cash-list on page 252, how grandly 
the total for Beulah Baptist Chapel has grown. From the amount 
there announced must be deducted the sums already expended, lee.Ying 
for tlie new building, now begun, about £1,235. Contributions towards 
the £2,000 (or thereabouts) still required may be sent to Pastor J. S. 
Hockey, Bexhill, Sussex; or Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon, "Westwood," 
Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood, London. 
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" ®ur @tun ~en " and their ffi!orft. 
XLL-PASTOR E. A. CARTER .A~m THE r10xEER MISSION. 

THE Church of Rome has many 
charn<'h'ristics which are en

tirely a hhorrent to us as Evan
gelical Christians; but she has 
one custom which Protestants, 
nnd e,en Baptists, ultra-Pro
testants as we are, may both 
admire and imitate. It was one 
of the secrets of success in her 
career of conquest that she found 
n place and a welcome for workers 
of utterly diverse kinds, and this 
is still one of her chosen methods 
of maintaining her hold upon the 
pi>ople. In this respect, she is 
~-ise. Though in many points 
,he contravenes the Divine order, in this one she falls in with and 
follows it. 'Variety in unity is a regnant law in God's universe. 

A brief glance at this series of papers on "Our Own Men" will 
suffice to show that, in at least one section of the Evangelical Churches 
this primary principle has not been lost sight of, or neglected. Th; 
beloved Founder of the Pastors' College got down to bed-rock as 
regards the principles on which the work should proceed. One thing 
he desired, that " the Word of God should have free course, and be 
glorified; " but in the realization of that desire he saw that there was 
room for men and methods of very varied types and attainments,
men of " culture " who could fill the best pulpits in our land, and fill 
them with distinction; and men of "go" who could go where there 
was no pulpit, and by their "go " make a pulpit for themselves, 
gathering a people out of the streets to become a people for the Lord. 
Mr. Spurgeon also saw that the methods to be used must be as diverse 
as the men,-a comprehensive elasticity in work combined with a 
steady oneness in the Word. 

The case before us, of PASTOR E. A. CARTER and the PIONEER MrssION, 
furnishes us with a fine illustration of this comprehending elasticity 
both in the order of workers and the methods of work. How entirely 
apart from the ordinary run of pastoral service is this enterprise of 
the Pioneer Mission ! How fitted the worker is for his work! 
Coming of a business family, having enjoyed what is called "a good 
commercial education," serving an apprenticeship to business by 
actual engagement in it for a series of years, he was thus enabled t? 
bring to the Lord's work, not only a consecrated spirit, but a disci
plined business mind ; and for such a service as now for years he has 
been rendering, this was a prime necessity. Moreover, the possession 
of some measure of what is called" means "-though not perhaps an 
absolute necessity, is certainly a distinct advantage. To initiate new 
movements, or take hold afresh of old and languishing work, needs 



11 OlJR OWN )!EN" A.."iD THEIR WORK. 217 

not only a devout heart ancl busineAs mind, but also the control, on 
the part of the worker or his friends, of a little of that " money" 
which, according to the proverb, "makes the mare to go"; all the 
better is it when the worker himself has this useful commodity, and 
all the more reaclily will he find other friends willing to stand by him, 
and aicl him with their sympathy and substance. Family connec
tions education, early life and training, and the possession of some 
mea~s all conspired to fit the man for his mission. 

Yet~so slow are we all to see "eye to eye " with the Great Worker, 
and to understand His plans for us,-not all at once, nor indeed for a 
long while, did our brother see his way into this work. At first, the 
foreign field had its attractions ; from " the regions beyond" there 
seemed to come a call which, at any rate, must receive solemn 
and earnest consideration. Would that more of the Lord's servants 
would give that consideration! Surely our glorified President was 
right in saying, "The question for each of us is not,-whether 
I may go as a missionary, but whether I may refrain from 
going." The call heard by our brother was very real; but, 
at least for that time, it was not for him ; God had work of 
another kind for him to do. The Master knew, as He always does, 
where and how His servants can best serve Him; so Mr. Carter was 
" not suffered to go " to other lands, but was kept where he was 
equally needed, and where his service, for the time being, could best 
be done. 

A recent critique, in the literary column of one of our evening 
papers, contained a sentence on this wise:-" One of the best pre
servatives of democratic sympathy is the capability of hearing a sigh." 
May we not alter two words, and then apply them. here? One of the 
best preservatives of a Christian spirit is the capability of hearing a 
sigh. That capability our brother had ; it was "'the sighing of the 
prisoner" in dungeons of heathen darkness that he had heard ; and 
though it may not be for him to open the doors of that prison-house, 
yet, retaining that gracious capability, he soon found that not alone 
from " afar" but also from. " nigh at hand " sighs from the poor and 
needy, the burdened and the bound, were constantly being breathed 
out to God,-sighs which, echoing back from Heaven's battlements, 
are God's call to His warriors on earth. 

·when the present writer was leaving "the school of the prophets," 
the dear President was consulted with 1·egard to the student's accept
ance of the call from the church over which he was soon to preside, 
and where he has remained up to the present time. Mr. Spurgeon, 
as was his wont, answered enquiry by enquiry, and something more. 
"Round about you, close at hand, are Mitcham, Merton, Morden,
all in need of mission-work. Seek to do it, and I will help you." 
Those were his words, and they were seed-grain. 

The idea thus mooted proved to be one of the things which, a.mid 
the strange interworking of forces, helped to direct the capabilities 
of Mr. Carter's consecrated spirit and disciplined mind into the 
channels in which they have since come to flow. A prospecting party 
of two was formed,-Brother Carter was one of the two,-and after 
some considerable search, the Pioneer Mission, in its pioneer stage, 
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h(>gRn its work. A pi(ce of g1·ound WRs found, nud tnkeu, though 
not by the two who first prospected, but by one of those uud /1is 
brother (Pastor ]:<'. C. Carter), and on this site the two brothers
hroth(>rs by nature, brothers by grace, and brothers of the Pnstors' 
College brotherhood,-erected a chapel, and began work. This they 
sustained for a good while; indeed, until it was thought high time 
thRt the people should have an opportunity of more fully developing 
their own powers by having less opportunity to lean on others. Thus 
began one of the many kinds of work now carried on by the Pioneer 
Mission. 

After this, a different form of service came to hand. The little 
cause at Harefield, Herts, had " fallen on evil days," and here, for a 
season, our brother's energies were used with gracious issues. Th9 
church was resuscitated, and presently handed over to the oharge of a 
young brother labouring under the auspices of the Herts Baptist 
Union,-that young brother afterwards becoming one of our valued 
missionaries in India. 

By this time, the vision of a life-work was shaping into definite
ness. Could not more be done along the same or similar lines? 
Could not other workers engage in it ? Could not young men be 
found who, at small cost, could man these efforts, and prepare them
selves at the same time for further and larger spheres of service? 
These things began to be considered in the busy brain of the pioneer 
of the pioneers. He took counsel with others, and notably with two, 
Pastor James Douglas, M.A., of Kenyon Chapel, Brixton, and the 
dear President of the Pastors' College, since gone to the Summer
land. Each of these honoured servants of Christ was greatly pleased 
to know both what had already been accomplished and what was 
further planned and purposed. Sympathy and co-operation were thus 
secured, work went forward, one after another places were found and 
furnished with workers, our brother himself developing into a sort of 
peripatetic bishop, guiding his under-workers, suggesting and super
vising, aiding and encouraging, rendering help, not only financially, 
but also by preaching "visitation " sermons and conducting special 
missions. 

We cannot tell all,-but Farnworth, near Bolton; New Brighton, 
near Liverpool; Withington, near Manchester; Douglas, in the Isle 
of Man; Christchurch, Hampshire ; Sharon Hall, Liverpool; Kib
worth, in Leicestershire ; Sherbome and Wimbome, in Dorsetshire ; 
Fenton, Staffordshire; South Molton, in Devonshire; Sutterton, 
Holbeach, and Homcastle, in Lincolnshire; Tenbury, in Worcester
shire; and Hampton Court, in Surrey ; are some of the places where 
work has been done by our brother and his co-workers. Far North, 
to " the land o' cakes " ; and South, to the sunny climes about the 
pine region of South E auts ; East to the Lincolnshire coast,-land of 
the sunrising; and West, to that home and headquarters of Evan
gelical preaching, the Principality of Wales ;-into all these parts the 
Mission has gone, and everywhore with blessing resting on it. It ~as 
proved to be a veritable bit of that Kingdom of which the King Him
self said, "It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man to~k, and 
cast into his garden; and i't grew." That is its gracious and delightful 
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chnracloristic: 11 It grew." It grew downward, taking deeper and 
yot deopor "root" ; it grew outward, covering wider and yet wider 
areas ; it grow up_wo.rd, for it has b~en used of God to the raising up 
of many souls to hve Godward-tendmg and godly lives. A sr,ul-sa~ing 
agency is perhaps as good a description of the Pioneer :Mission as can 
be found. And still we trust and pray tho.t it may grow and develop 
yet further. ~here is need,-need in ou~ dear h?me)and; changing 
circumstances lil the country, and the rap1dly-multiplymg populations 
in the towns, call for ever-fresh effort and fully-consecrated service. 
There o.re new districts to be entered, old work to be remodelled, and 
languishing "causes" to be revivified. There is also need in "the 
regions beyond." Alas! how great is that need! .And still the 
leader of this pioneer work sees the vision, and hears the voice of 
" that man" standing on the other side, and saying ever, "Come 
over,-come over and -help us; " and still his heart beats responsive, 
and his hopes kindle afresh whilst he looks for the door to open by 
which he shall obtain entrance, and so be enabled to go in, and in 
some way help to take possession of that great promised land of 
heathendom. The Pioneer Mission exists II for the furtherance of the 
o-ospel." Anywhere, everywhere, and by all right means, it seeks 
fhat the Word of God may have free colll'se, and be glorified. 
Founder, supporters, workers are all united in one desire,-" Thy 
Kingdom come ! " 

Ought not such a work to be well supported ? Ought not the 
wealth in which our country so abounds, and of which God's people 
have their share, to be readily contributed to help it on? Surely 
such whole-hearted consecration as is shown by our brother and his 
wife-true "help-meet" as she is,-calls aloud for generous and 
constant aid. Husband and wife freely spend their substance, cheer
fully and gladly forego the pleasure and restfulness of a settled home, 
and give up body, soul, and spirit to meet the exigences of this 
enterprise by which the Word of God is spread far and wide. Such 
workers, leading such a work, and receiving such manifold tokens of 
Divine approval, should find ever-increasing power to enter in through 
the ever-multiplying open doors of opportunity. Friends willing to 
help, or desiring to know more about the work of the Pioneer Mission, 
can write to Pastor E. A. Carter, "Oreston," Boling broke Grove, 
Wandsworth, London, S.W. 

CHARLES l~GRE:\I. 

Jndhrn Jncidents and Jllustratiomt 
IX.-GEMS OF INDIA. 

INDIA has always been famous for its wealth. Marco Polo was 
. probably the earliest Elll'opean traveller who reached that country. 

This was in 1271 ; he looked with wondering eyes upon the pearl 
fisheries, and gnzed with great admiration upon the bejewelled Rajahs 
of that land. No wonder that, on his return to his native land, he was 
full of " travellers' tales " such as would hardly pass as current coin 
to-day. Precious stones, he averred, lay in great abundance at the 
bottom of a ravine guarded by deadly serpents. On the hills above, 
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white eagles flew arouud in search of prey. Natives we1•u accustomed 
fo throw pit>ces of meat into the valley to induce the eagles to swoop 
down to where men dared not descend: and, as the birds returned 
with their reward, the people drove them off, to find diamonds sticking 
to the pieces of meat left behind on the ground. • 

TT,· know that there are more precious things in India than gems 
and pearls. Men and women are of infinitely greater value than 
earthly treasure, though they lie far down in the dark and deadly vale 
of supt:>rstition and idolatry. " That old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan,'' still guards jealously and determinedly his possessions there; 
and the rescuer, who resolves to descend, has to be ready for stern 
conflict. ·' There is a mine in India," said Andrew Fuller; and Carey·s 
heroic and daring response was, " I will go down if you hold the 
ropes." So, first one, and then another precious jewel were rescued, 
to adorn the crown of our Lord and Master. "On His head are 
many crowns," and gems from all lands shine therein. From India 
man~- a Koh-i-noor has been lifted to the realms of glory, and for more 
than a century has that vale of darkness been thus searched by daring 
rescuers who love the Lord. 

It is recorded of the famous Ala-ud-deen, that he _sent his armies to 
the remotest parts of India, until his generals collected tribute from 
the Rajahs of the South, and plundered palaces and temples as 
far as the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar. The riches they saw 
were beyond telling; treasuries were overflowing with gold, silver, and 
precious stones; but the Rajahs were black barbarians, dwelling in 
palaces of wood and thatch, and wearing nothing but a cloth about their 
loins. while they were loaded with bracelets and anklets of gold and 
jewels, and necklaces of rubies, diamonds, emeralds, and pearls. 
Teruples were covered with tiles and plates of gold, and idols were 
made of gold or silver, and decked, like the Rajahs, with jewels. 

There was untold earthly wealth amid a debasing and barbarous 
environment; and this is a type of much that exists in India to-day. 
'\Vith excellent laws and good government, educational advantages and 
modern civilization, international communication and daily papers, 
a-wakened consciences and political feeling, there still exists to a sad 
extent a degrading and debasing idolatry that sways and dominates the 
life as really as barbarism did the ancients of'that land. As great wealth 
and fearful degradation, so, educational adyantages and gross supersti
tion are plainly incongruous. Yet this is the state of many in India to
day. Outward changes but bedeck the race, and he only is a true 
jewel who is one inwardly; for real excellence is that of the hea1·t, in 
the spirit, and not in the appearance merely. The ornament of the 
hidden man of the heart, a meek and quiet spirit, is in the sight of God 
of great price. But this is the work of grace, a new creation ; and, 
thank God, there are many such in the native churches of that land! 
Of these we hear the Lord saying, "They shall be Mine in that day 
-when I make up My jewels.'' Behold, the Divine Lapidary is alread_y 
polishing them for the high and holy position they are to fill in His 
great jewel-room above, where they shall shine as the stars for ever 
and ever! 

RonERT SPURGEON, 
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BY TlIO].!AS SPURGEON. 

A HAPPY MEMORY. 

ON at least £our occasions, I have been present at public meetings 
in the Brighton Dome. On one of these, J. M. Bellew was 

giving readings ; on another, Philip Phillips, " The Singing Pilgrim," 
charmed us with his sacred music. On the third, I myself held forth 
on the glories of " Brighter Britain." 

The fourth occasion is likely to live longest in my memory. Details 
of the others have already faded, but much of this remains. The crowd 
was great and representative, for to the erstwhile stables of the Prince's 
whimsical Pavilion each qu.arter of "London-by-the-Sea" had sent its 
contingent, that July evening in 1884, to listen to a lecture by Rev. 
PETER MAOKENZIE. 

I regret to say that, who the chairman was, and what he looked like, 

. • In laet mouth'e "Paetor'e Page" the engraving of the wood block was o.ttributed 
ID error to T. Spurgeon. He was merely the draughtsman; nnd it is o.n iuteresting 
tact that the engraving was done by the friend (Mr. T. Hollidge) who accompanied 
Fa.star T. S. on his firet voyRge to the Antipodes, and on whose father's premisee, at 5, 
Metter Lo.ne, he learned the o.rt of wood-engraviuj?. The portrait of Rev. Peter 

ackeuzie is inserted by the kind permiseion of Rev. C. H. Kelly. 
15 
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and what he said, have vanished like e. dream. I am not sure that I 
should ha'Ve remembered that we sang three verses of '' Come, ye that 
lo'Ve the Lord," if I did not happen to retain possession of two copies 
of it, on which I managed to scribble a few notes of the remarkable 
discourse. 

The reverend gentleman had very little of the ecclesiastic about him. 
He seemed perfectly at home from the outset. Some lecturers e.re 
fidgety till they start. J.B. Gough confessed to being so. Not so the 
Wesleyan divine. I do not think that anything would have put him 
out. From first to finish he was an imperturbable Peter. He was 
used to it ! And well he might be, for a year later he wrote, re the 
demand for his services:-" I have had to refuse 257, many of them 
needy and worthy," and in 18!l3 :-" I have 600 sermons e.nd lectures 
booked." So there is little wonder that he we.s e.t his ease. He had a 
" Hear, hear ! " for the chairman, e.nd a very loud " Amen ! " after the 
prayer; he seemed to relish the singing; he lee.pt to his feet as soon 
as called upon, and plunged straightway into his theme; e.nd, though 
he must have9been an hour and a he.If hard e.t it, talking in immense 
spirits, and at a great rate, he was as lively when concluding as when 
commencing. The audience was e. highly expectant one. It looked 
for something out of the ordinary. It had probably heard of Pater's 
peculiarities. Perhaps the story of how he sent a Cornish audience 
into uncontrollable laughter had reached its ears. In that instance, 
nt>:ther the singing of a hymn, nor the taking of the collection, 
sufficed to stay the hilarity. So the people had n mind to laugh ou 
the slightest pro'Vocation, and verily they would have he.d to in any 
case. There was something irresistibly comic about the lecturer's 
appearance a.nd style. ,Vhat with eyes that twinkltd merrily, a mobile 
mouth. and a decidedly broad smile, he impressed one at a glanoe as 
a ~1....cially lfrely lecturer. There would be no prosy platitudes, and 
therefore no dull moments, and no somnolent tendencies, while Peter 
Mackenzie, e.11 alert, and brimful of humour, was occupying, and 
parading the platform. 

I know not whether "Elijah '' was the favourite theme with him out 
of L..u; nearly forty lectures. Ho was very fond of '' Queen Eether" ( of 
whow he ueed to relate that she collectod £2,8;10 in eleven months). 
C•!rtuinly, the su Ljoct 1te11wod a congenial one. "Tho prophet of fire" 
rni1.dit wdl 11uit a Mothodi11t with KO much llro of his own. 'l'he fontul'e 
,,t ~1,-J,, "·h4ch m•>t1l impr•i•11od mo ,iou11i11t0d iu tho fuot thnt rmdont 
JJJ•t.<,ry· "'lj.li '-",wuclrtralily m,,cfon1i1.o,l. Wo hnd ,~ ('l'011m.tmont of 11:llj,~h 
1.JJ• 1,, <lrcL,,. )J., wa11, in fad, a \V,;1111,iy,m ml,1111,11•, w1t.h 1111vornl ,nr· 
n; :u J 1 <l ,J uot 1 ra111111ir11, IJuw11v,1r, Ll111t dn.111-11111rit.l 111{11 worri lrnhl 
•·r, I ,,-vr.;Ja.rh "' tl,Al tllllf> 

, •ur i.,,,,, l,'.J,u,p•n 11t tlio pr11phnl 111 t.lu, J.,;,turo, u11 iu t.lw l-l11ripl.11r1111, 
,.,, . .,.,,,-d h,w 1auuuur;n1,j! l,.,f.,,-., Al111.I, 1.l,u c,uni, or ,~ 1lruught ot 111-
o~LL,1.i:- du.nat.iu.1.1 : "Ai, tL1, Lurd God uf liil'uul livoth, Lufuro whu1u I 
dt.ud 1i,1:1n liLti.11 u<,t J,1, d1,M· uur naiu tlii!HIJ yuun1, Lut auuordlng to 
w 1· ",nd." '!'Lt W<1bbb.gc "'b.li di.JS Linet, 1wd b.Utlwritutivo. 'l'lrnro wuH 

IJ.~ wi1,tllkwg it. " Lvi:m thu iufi1fol11," H!iid Pl!tor, "might liuvo 
• l 11 " TL. VJ.. h' " f 11 " l'"'""""'rJ tht,Jr uw,r<1 li1S. 11, w1uf i:..lJli II lirewu 11erruon. 

· · lh 11:,lliUYljd at ouut t<J an<,thur circuit. Ho didn't wait a.ftor the 
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electric shock that his announcement must have caused. He gave the 
king leg-bail, o.nd absconded with the key;i of the clouds." 

Our next peep of the prophet was at the brook Cherith, where he 
was sustained by bread and flesh brought by ravens, morning by 
morning and evening by evening. The lecturer referred to attempts 
to explain away this miracle. He understood that, by the alteration 
of certain vowel-points, the word rendered "ravens" might be read 
merchants, or .Arabians. He ma.de no trouble of such discussion. 
" Suppose they were Arabs ; it's no odds if the travelling preacher 
was put up, and fed." As to the ravens being unclean, (perhaps the 
Arabs were, too!) the prophet didn't devour the birds; it wr.sn't 
orow-pie he lived on, the ravens were only the carriers,-" God's Parcels' 
Post." The banished prophet wouldn't complain who brought the 
food so that he did but get it. "Abigail came to David on an ass." 
But ravens lived on carrion! Well, perhaps Elijah we.a a. bit of an 
aristocrat, and liked his meat a. little ga.mey ! Moreover, it was 
probable that the ravens brought, not what they themselves preferred, 
but what Elijah liked,-" roast duck, for instance (minus the green 
peas), and that, maybe, out of Ahab's farmyard!" Anyhow, the 
lecturer was not going to be turned from the Scripture story. 
"I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there." "1 har:e co111-

manded I " That settled it, " Is there any thing too hard for the 
Lord?" Elijah was fed by ravens, assuredly, despite all difficulties 
which did exist, and those that critics and sceptics have tried to create. 
Meanwhile, Elijah drank of the brook. It was at once his fountain 
o,nd "his musical box." Methought I heard the brooklet singing this 
sweet message, "The Lord will provide." 

Again the scene was changed. Where was the ne5:t circuit to be "? 

Zarephath, of all places! " Shetland again! " a.a he lamented who 
was banished to that unpopular sphere. But he was bound to obey, 
nor did he need a "Taylor's removal van" for his household effects. 
And he was to go to a widow woman. Hero came a good word con
o~rning godly widows, who II will not want as long as Elijah's God 
lives." As the prophet approached the gate of the city, he eepieJ 
" a lonely-looking lady gathering sticks." Then we had the Scripturt' 
story, though not in Biblical language, of the promise to supply ht'r 
want11 from an oxhnustleRs hn.rt't,l and crust'. and~,£ h,'r 1'..-autiful fai::~ 
in th,1 \Vord of Ood, 81w di,\n't Sl\,,V, "\\,n w-1.,rk tht> mira,·l,, :~n-:." 
Lilrn tlw l11pm·11 who wont. ttl sh1.,w t.hl,m~t,l\'t~ "' tlw pri,~l t,,,~'t'\' :h,-~
wnrn 11!,,11.11111,il, this wid,1w ,nnnau "ht,lh,n'<l t., 1'1'1' t.h" i:,,,,l.n,,,-.._ ,,: 
tho L,ml in t.ho lnnd tlf tlw li\"ill~." 'l'h1l."'1' h•pl•l'll Wl'1'' ,l,,-...-nJ,,..,l ,,, 
h11Nl.011in~,-" 1il{11 \\',111t1m and ~)'l.1'1\r~·." (••h:mil'i,,n 'WAll,.,w,.., ,1.,•1-, 

fh,i_,· 1111t. ?) II t.h,w l'llll 1\WIIS fl,,m U\11 11'\""'"~-. :in,l it hM \ll'n'll' '''"""l' 

t-uk,,n 11111111 11ilw,1, '' 
l 1·1111111111ht11• th,, 1w,111t, 1·,,fo1•111wo 10 t.ht\ M\Wl't'W th:tt h,,foll 1}a, "'i,l.," 

iu th11 il111ith of hor 11un, au,\ the t\Ufol't·,,nh'nt ,J th,, ~,...~1 u"'!.!l. 
" \\'ho111 tho Lord lovoth, llo cht\..~lout,th.'' "Tht'll-.., i:i h,'l"" t,'!' !:.:.{• ,., 

lung- n,; l'm worth 11 switoh, '' said the lt"-•tm~r. 
l•\lijnh's mootiug with Ohndi1ih was wry f,,r,.'ibl)- ,lt~·ri~'"'~ ,l:l,~ 

OHpocinlly "the go,,ornor's" lwsit11ti1.,u t,, iufonu _·\.h,1~1 ,,t :.h<• 
prophot's rutum. "' Don't put yom'llt'1f t1hvut. l)blldi:1h.,' :.-.."\iJ. LiJ:,u. 
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'I'm going to show myself to him.'" Then we were assured that 
Ahab would have been " a decent sort if he had only been prnperly 
mated. Jezebel was at the bottom of aU the bother. Ahab was like 
putty in her hands." I shall never forget what fantastic tricks Peter 
pln~-ed with his handkerchief at this stage. Surely, never conjurer 
did grE.1ater wonders with one. He twisted it round, and rolled it 
into a ball, stretched it forth, and spread it out, and squeezed it tight. 
The handkerchief was the king, with whom the heathen queen did 
just exact]~· as she pleased. 

Then came the crowning scene on Carmel's sunburnt summit. 
Elijah was determined to put an end to the duplicity and hesitation 
of the people. He would have it out with them. They must de
termine who was the true God, and then serve Him alone. "If the 
Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him." He there
fore proposed a test,-the test of flame: "The God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God." "If yours answers, we'll join the member for 
Northampton" (Bradlaugh). The priests and people agreed to the 
proposal They said aloud, "It is well spoken." Perhaps they said 
within themselves, supposing they had the best of the bargain, "Our 
god is a fire god, and the world's as dry as a tinder-box." 

How I wish I could give some idea of the description of the futile 
prayers of Baal's priests, and of how Elijah mocked them. Mackenzie 
translated their sarcasm into modern phraseology. Elijah said to 
them, "Why don't you call upon your god? Are you joining the 
Society of Friends? Either he is talking, or he is pursuing. Perhaps 
he has gone to Dongola, and is hunting crocodiles." (There was an 
Egyptian expedition on just then!) " Or he is on a journey. Perchance 
he has gone to seek the North Pole; or he is at the seaside for a. 
change of air, or he is enjoying a nap!" 

A.h, but you should have seen Peter Mackenzie when Elijah's turn 
arrived'. "Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me." 
For the while, we left the Dome, and were on Carmel. Mackenzie 
was Elijah. He repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken 
down. Before our eyes he took the twelve stones, and built an altar 
in the name of the Lord. Then we saw him make a deep wide 
trench, and place wood, and the pieces of bullock. We watched them 
pour the water-twelve barrels full,-over all. At the supreme 
moment, he prayed that marvellous prayer, "Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art God in 
Israel, and that I am Thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at Thy Word. Hear me, 0 Lord, hear me, that this people 
may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou hast turned 
their heart back again." With arms uplifted, and with flashing eye, 
Peter Mackenzie recited this petition, while the people hearkened 
breathlessly,-as if, indeed, it were all new to them. Then, THEN the 
fire of the Lord fell! ! Verily, we should hardly have wondered if it 
!,ad. All seemed so real While memory lasts, I shall retain a vivid 
reeollection of the description of that falling fire. It consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. But the most wondrous 
thing about it was that "it consumed also the indecision of the 
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poople," for thoy foll on their faces; nnd thoy said, "The Lord He 
is the God; the Lord, He is the God.'' ' 

It wns strange to pass from this height of triumphant faith to the 
deeps of depression into which the prophet fell. But "Elias was a 
man subject to lilrn passionB ns we are." Now he runs with girded 
loins boforo the chariot of Ahab, "like a real Bedouin,'' declining the 
king's invitation to "jump up into the trap; " and, presently, he flees 
headlong from the angered queen. The inconsistency of the mnn was 
point.id out by the reminder that, having reached the wilderness, he 
requested for himself that he might die. "He ran like mad to save 
his life, and then asked the Lord to kill him! " Thus even with 
Elijah the pendulum swung to and fro. How good God was to him! 
He sent him an angel, and a miraculous meal, and then directed him 
unto Horeb, the mount of God. 

Peter Mackenzie found fine scope for his descriptive powers in God's 
interview with Elijah at Hore b. He made the scene, with its wind, 
and 'quake, and fire, to live before us. "\Ve also heard the still small 
voice. I call to mind how the Lord chided and cheered His servant. 
He had complained that he alone was left. "Nay, nay," said his 
:Master, '' there are 7,000 members in that circuit, you ought to have 
known that, Elijah; I'm afraid you haven't been a good visitor." 
Amongst other encouragements was the promise of a helper. "I'll 
send you a curate, to say, 'Amen!'" and so it came to pass that 
Elisha came beneath the prophet's mantle. We got a passing glimpse 
of Elisha's marvellous life. He had indeed a double portion of his 
master's spirit, for he wrought many more miracles than his illustrious 
predecessor did. Amongst these, we were reminded of how he first 
smote his enemies with blindness, and then " gave them a knife-and. 
fork tea," and said a kind "Good-bye" to those who came to 
apprehend him. 

But who shall tell of how Mackenzie depicted Elijah's translation? 
I couldn't take notes then,-there was too much fire about ! I had 
to look and wonder while the flaming coursers core the fiery prophet 
away, away; and the chariot of fire "tore past the burning milestones" 
on the King's highway. I could only watch,-as Elisha did,-while 
"Elijah went up by a whirlwind into Heaven," and cry with him," My 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." 

I think, though, that we all found ourselves looking for at least 
a portion of "the mantle that fell from him." 

BY H. T. s., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCH OF THE MONTHS," &c., &c. 

Y.-WITII Brnns AND BEES. 

l\,f AN}'.' years ago, when duties detained us far into the summer 
lll night, we used to wend our way home, 'twixt dusk and dawn, 
through the dense woods which lined one of the roads of Kent. This 
part of our path was always walked with hushed footsteps, for the 
solemn trees seemed to us like the nave of a. great sanctuary, and the 
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80ng of the nightingales ns an unseen choir. Having, not long beforl', 
l01;1t a youth's best earthly friend,--a godly rnother,-0111· AUsceptible 
spirit was easily swayed by the sounds thnt cnmo to us from the 
rn~-i,t('rious darkne1;1s, lighted only by moonbeams here nn1l there. 
(_)ften Tl"e stood still and listened. In that quiet hour, when most of 
human kind slept,-and there are more asle!'lp near the turn of the 
night than at any other time, and more than we wot of lose their 
chronic pnins in a fresh doze townrds morning,-just then we used to 
pnusf'. and hearken to the stirrings in the deep woods. Perhaps,efrom 
far awny. the "to-who" of the owl would reach us; or, close at hand 
a querulous little twitter would set us thinking that it must take th~ 
mother-bird all her time to keep the youngsters from kicking one 
another out of bed. These feeble chirps would be followed by a 
soothing trill, a confidential reminder of nearness and protection, and 
then, after a slight flutter, all would be still again. 

But what used to hold us most were the song of the nightingale and 
the first signs the birds showed at tho break of day. These woods and 
copses were a favourite haunt of the sweet singer of the night. How 
spirit-like the sound of that "jug, jug," coming out of the thick dark
ness of the trees, as the hidden singer poured forth his message! 
K atnralists tell us that the male nightingale is supposed to reach our 
shores first, and that his song increases in sweetness as the arrival of his 
mate draws near. He sings in expectancy at a certain spot,· and there 
his true loYe will find him, for she can tell his note amid a thousand. 

Thus is it with the saint and her Beloved; she knew Him in the far
off land, and, now she has crossed the flood, she hears again His voice; 
and though the full choirs of Heaven give forth their music, His 
greeting attracts her more than all beside. Oh, what a melody will that 
be, ye saints of the Lord, when He, who is the sweetest Psalmist of 
all Israel, rejoices over His Bride with singing! What the note of the 
finch is to the soul-borne song of the nightingale, even David's harp 
shall be in comparison to the strains of Jesus as He pours forth the 
solo of His love for the redeemed who have come to Him from across 
the waters for rest and pf'ace. 

The natural world has much to say to those who " watch for the 
morning." The night has its life as well as the day, and wonderfully 
interesting are the movements and voices of living things on the moor 
and in the field through the semi-darkness preceding the break of the 
summer's dawn. Especially is this so when moonlight adds its 
beauty to the situation. It then seems as if the cocks in the farm• 
yards for miles round anticipated the hours; while the intermittent 
rustlings through the long grass and banks tell of many a small 
creature who is "making a night of it." The birds, too, are restless, 
and very early begin to twitter, like children whispering across each 
other's beds, "Are you awake?" 

What wonder that our mystic-loving forefathers peopled the dells 
with fairies, who killed "cankers in the musk-rose buds," and warred 
" with rear-mice for their leathern wings," wherewith to make elves' 
coats! What wonder that Philomel was invoked to join in the 
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lulln,by which hushed Titn,nin, sleeping on a bank of thyme: The 
song of this minstrel of the night is enough to make one dream. Yon 
c1tn imn,gine furry things answering in rhythmic dance, anrl white
winged moths circling to the song, in some green amphitheatre 
studded with glow-worm lamps, and filled with an admiring audiente 
of bats from the barn, frogs from the marsh, and bejewelled toads in 
the front seats ! 

" 
What wonderful eyesight and hearing form the endowment of the 

small creation! We have held our breath while watching rabbits
gambolling on a turfy slope. The slightest scent or sound of us 
would have stopped their happy antics. The squirrels, too, as they 
have played among the pine branches; one human movement, and 
their droll gymnastics would end. Birds, also, have rare organs of 
sight and sound, Lean, if you will, over the park gate, and look up
into the topmost branches of the tall elm. There, in the highest 
prongs, is a rough nest. Upon it is a rook. She has her eye on you; 
you can tell that by the way she holds her head. You feel as guilty 
as when the old la.dy of the dame-school used to " fix" you through 
her spectacles. There are many ways of being overlooked ; but to be
" shadowed" by a. rook is one added to the usual list. Point your 
walking-stick upward towards these high-perched philosophers who 
have one answer to all questions ; and a.way they will go to a great 
height, "cawing" clamorously. 

Nor is the hearing of birds less wonderful. The sweet nightingale 
Affords an instance of this. An authority tells us that " one bird will 
answer another, taking up the song where the first ceases, when they 
are far beyond our power of hearing.'' This bas been proved by 
witnesses placed mid-way, and close to the rival songsters. These 
persons have timed the intervals between, " and found that, to a 
second, one bird began the instant the other was silent." Though the 
distance was too gre11.t for human ears to catch a note of the bird 
farthest from the listener, the hands which marked the seconds on the 
watches showed that one bird had never begun to sing until the other 
had ended. • 

When the nesting season draws to a close, the nightingale loses his 
voice, only croaking at the approach of danger. The impulse which 
inspired and sustained his song ceases until the brooding season nears 
again. The love from whence God's sweet night-singers draw tho 
motive for thei'r melody, ever remains the same. It is always "broodin~ 
season" with those who have made a nest on the Lord's altar. Both 
partners of this heavenly compact know how to sing. The bride learns 
from the Bridegroom, who rejoices over her" with singing.'' Yet, 
when we think of it, are there not some in the church who were wont 
to praise His Name, who are strangely silent now; nay, rather, have 
they not turned '' croakers" ? Grace remains the same, but they have 
no voice wherewith to respond to the "charming sound." 

~ *' * * 
We know a by-way, hedged here and there with wild cherry and 

crab, along which, too, the whitethorn glistens with dew when the 
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mi~ts roll 11way, and the sun breaks through, on a May morning. 
1 hen is the time to watch the industrious bee making his way, with 
heaYier flight, from flower to flower. Most assiduous of collectors is 
the bee, uneereir.oniousl,r entering the dwellings from whence he takes 
his toll. H0 is the Inland Revenue officer of the insect world, and 
C'olleets his Queen's t11xes without scruple. Surely, some modern 
politicians must think the bee a fellow after their own heart. He is 
"no respecter of persons.'' The aristocrats among the flowers are 
compelled to yield their gold ; and, if some unpretentious-looking 
plant, like the white nettle, is known to havo a heavy bag, bee after 
bee draws upon it. The wayside flower might echo the complaint of 
the poor tradesmen:-" When the dust has spoiled my shop-window, 
the water-cart appears, and turns the grime into mud; and if I make 
a little profit on a fine morning, the tax-gatherer will be sure to call in 
the afternoon." 

It may sound too bad to put the honey-loving bee-the greatest 
carrier in the world in proportion to his size,-in such a category. Let 
us think of him, rather, as bent upon gathering and storing of the 
best : and let us wonder at the wealth of nectar the flowers contain ; 
and marvel even more at the mysterious process by which, out of the 
split rock, and gravels, and clays, the thing should spring which yields 
such sweet,-a Plant of Renown out of a dry ground. 

Here we must leave our half-clothed moral to the generosity of our 
readers for an array of words. 

~ j~rmon on QL!aplrnm ~ommon." 
DELIVERED ON LORD'S-DAY Al'TERNOON, JULY 10TH, 1859, 

BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

FORWA.BDED BY T. W. MEDHURST, CARDIFF, 

"Be ye therefore ready also. "--Luke xii. 40. 

HAPPILY for us, it is not often that men are struck dead by 
lightning. Remember all the multitudes of men existing upon 

the face of the earth, then calculate the number of thunder-storms, and 
you will see that, after all, many of the fears which disturb our Ininds 
in time of tempest and of storm are far more groundless than we are 
apt to imagine. It is but here and there, and now an_d then, that.the 
scathing blast sinites the earth, and a fellow-creature 1s launched mto 
eternity. When, however, such a solemn event occurs, we ought to 
hear in it the voice of God, and listen to what He says to us. _I 
thought, as I passed this tree a short time since, what a sermon it 

* On Lord's-day June 26th 1859 a violent storm passed over the Southam suburbs 
of London. On Cia.pham Co~mo~, a tree was 6truck by lightning, and a man, w:ho 
had sought shelter beneath it from the rain, was killed. Mr. SPUR0EO_N, remembering 
the charge given by Paul to Timothy, "Preaclt the TVord; he mstant 111 season, out 0/ 

.sw•~n;" determined to preach beneath the fate.I tree on the afternoon of July ~Oth, 
and to make a collection on behalf of the widow of the man who had been killed. 
About ten tl,ousand persons assembled, and Mr. Spurgeon preached from a weggon 
which had been brought to serve as a pulpit. The collection for the poor wome.n 
amounted to £2i IOs. 4d.-T. W. M. 
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roight prench if it could speak ! Ilow the rustle of its leaves might 
forewarn us of the stealthy footsteps of death; and, as it towers 
toward Heaven, how it might be regarded as a finger directing us to 
look upward to the skies, and seek the Lord of grace and mercy'. 

•rhe sermon of the tree this afternoon is simply this,-" JJe ye there
fore ready also." I wish I had strength enough to speak it out, and 
·that my voice might be heard by you all, while I endeavour to draw 
from this tree a solemn lesson, and to impress it upon your minds. 

To die! To die! This is the sure end of earthly life. However 
long our life may be, it must terminate in death! \Ve are not to live 
here always. The day, however calm and bright, must die into the 
evening. The flower, however sweet, hath its root in the grave, and 
it must die. The very earth must one day pass away; the sun him
self will grow dim with age, and Nature's wreck is sure. All things 
must shake, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll, and 
pass away. We must all die; there is no escape from the skeleton 
king; his hand must bind us in the silent grave. We may struggle 
as we will, but the stream of time is carrying us onwards, and we must 
be swept away; strong swimmers though we be, we cannot contend 
against the flood, but onward we must go, each day bearing us upon 
its bosom to the boundless sea of eternity. 

I. Since, then, death is certain to each of us, WIU.T IS IT TO DIE? 
First, to die, is to stand in the presence of the King of kings. Is no 

preparation required ere we appear before the Majesty of Heaven? 
Why, if men are about to have an audience with Her Majesty the 
Queen, they think much about it, and prepare carefully for it; and do 
we think that we may rush unprepared into the presence of the King 
of kings? Do we imagine that the God, whose majesty is boundless, 
will permit us to come before His face without preparation? Or, if 
we do so, can we think that He will not drive us from His presence, 
and appoint us our portion with the lost in hell? 

To die, is not only to appear before the King, but to stand before the 
Judge of all. There is a judgment to come at the last day; but, never
theless, there is a judgment passed upon every individual the moment 
when he appears in eternity. The scales of justice are standing even 
to-day; and, when I die, I must be weighed at once. My hearers, 
shall you and I be found of the right weight at last, or shall the ver
dict be, " MENE, MENE, TEKEL : Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting" ? 

To die, iB to Btamp our lot to all eternity. We may change here; 
many have been changed by grace in this life ; but there are no 
changes in the world to come. 

'' Fixed is their everlasting state; 
Would they repent, 'tis now too late." 

Life is the writing; death is the signature and the Eealing. Then 
shall each of us be compelled to feel, "What I have written, I have 
written." The voice of the angel over the tomb is, " He that is 
~nJust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be 
filthy still : and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still." 
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Xow if we look nt denth in this light, as our appearing before the 
Kn,G, our standing before the Juncm, and the settling of our eternnl 
existenre,, whnt arguments we might draw from these facts that wo 
should be "ready also." Many a man says, "Oh! when I oomo to 
die,, I shall Sil)", • Lord, have mercy upon me! ' and so I will get 
ready to go to Heaven." Dressing for Heaven, my friends, is not done 
quite so rapidly as that. Besides, how do you know that even five 
minutes will be given to you for repentance? 1 hnve heard of n 
man who often made it his boast that he would so prepare for Hee.van; 
but, alas ! coming home one night, drunk, his horse lee.pad the parapet 
of a bridge, nnd he was heard cursing as he descended to his doom. 
Such may be your lot; sudden death may smite you, and there will 
be no time for you to prepare to meet your God. Remember that, 
once dead, preparing time is over. The breath he.s sped from the 
body, there lies the corpse, it will never know life age.in in this world; 
its eyes can never shed tears of repentance, neither ce.n its bee.rt beat 
with sorrow. Its needs are all done. Put it into the grave, and bury it; 
in this world, its memory and love are lost ; alike unknowing and un
kno'WI!, it shall not be numbered with the living. And as for the 
undying soul, its work is done, too. "Yea, saith the Spirit," concern
ing the righteous, " that they may rest from their labours ; and their 
works do follow them." "Yea,'' saith Satan himself, concerning the 
wicked, '' their works are over, too; but their punishment shall over
take them, and the rod of conscience, and the terrible wrath of the 
just God, shall crush them to the lowest hell." 

II. If death be what I have said, it is needful that we should be 
prepared for it; but WHAT IS TIIE PRl!PARATION WE ARE TO MA.KE? 

My hearers, there are two things necessary before a man can face 
his God without fear. The first is, that his sins should be pardoned. 
,,hen an unpardoned sinner shall come into the presence of God, he 
shall not stand in the judgment, for the burning wrath of God shall con
sume him like stubble. "Depart," says God, "depart, ye cursed; 
ye have lived in sin against Me; go and reap the harvest ye have 
sown; inherit the reward of your own works." Sin unpardoned 
clothes a man with rags ; and shall a man stand in rags before the 
King of Heaven? Sin unpardoned defiles a man with filth and loath
someness ; and shall filth and loathsomeness appear before perfection, 
or blackness stand in the presence of light and purity ? Sin 
unpardoned makes man an enemy of God, and God an enemy of man. 
0 sinners, I hope you do not think that you can face God while your 
unforgiven sins, like putrefying sores, are covering your souls! _ 

•· Well," cries one, '' but I will get rid of my sins very easily ; I 
never intend to commit any more, and then no doubt God will blot out 
all I have committed for the sake of my repentance." Nay, nay; that 
is not the way in which a just God deals with men. Go to your 
creditors, and say to them, "I owe you fifty pounds; but, if you will 
blot out my debt, I will never get into your debt any more." Do you 
imagine they would listen to you for a moment ? Assuredly not ; nor 
would you have the impudence to try it. You expect to have to_ ~ay 
your debts, and you will have to do so; and what you owe to D1v100 
Justice, as a debt of punishment, must be paid, either by you, or 
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elso by J osus ChriAt. Do not think that God will burn the bon<h ; 
imagine not that he will rend in pieces this recor<l of your iniriuity. 
No; the books will ho opened, and every transgression will receive its 
just recompense of reward. Oh, think n()t that sin is so easily buried! 
It still lives, it never dies; there is nothing that can kill it exr,ept the 
precious blood of Christ, who died upo~ th? cross ~t Calvary. Ila 
who would not fear death must have his sms forgiven; but how is 
this to be effected? He who would be forgiven must go away straight 
to Jesus Christ, who is the only Saviour from sin. There is no other 
way of salvation, no other hope, no other refuge; thereforP, fall upon 
your knees before Him, and confess your sin to Him. Pretend not 
that your sin is little, acknowledge that it is great; go just as you are, 
admit all your faults and all your iniquities, and then lift your tearful 
eyes to Heaven, and cry, "Lord have mercy upon me, for Jesus' sake!'' 
Plead the blood of Christ ; no man ever perished while trusting to tb e 
blood of Christ; no sinner ever remains unforgiven if he is but able 
to plead the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

"Well," cries one, " I will try to get better, and then ask to have 
my sins forgiven.'' Ah, hopeless task! The best way in which you 
can beg is in rags. When I first lived in London, a man called on me 
in rags, asking charity. I gave him a pair of old shoes and a coat; 
and, after he had put them on, I thought, "That poor fellow, I dare 
say, will lose a good deal this day if he tries to beg in those clothes." 
However, I watched him, and soon discovered that he was wiser than 
I thought he was, for he took off the shoes, and put them in a bag 
behind him ; and he put on his almost soleless shoes, and his ragged 
garments, because they were the best livery he could wear. There is 
no livery like rags for a beggar, and no livery like a sense of need for 
a sinner. If you would be saved, go to Christ just as you are; do not 
be dressing or smartening yourselves up. Away! away to the cross 
of Jesus Christ; all you may do to recommend yourselves will be only 
making bad worse ; go to Jesus, for-

" None but Jesus 
CBn do helpless sinners good." 

There was once a monk in his cell who, upon reading his Bible, found 
out the way of salvation; he discovered that there was no way to 
Heaven but by Jesus; and when the superintendent of the monastery 
came in to visit him in his dying moments, the poor monk bade him go 
away, crying out, "Thy wounds, 0 Jesus ! thy wounds, 0 Jesus! these 
are my hope; these are my refuge." Sinners, lay hold of Jesus 
Christ. Ye doves, ye who are timid, and fear the tempE:1st of God, go 
and hide yourselves in the cleft of the Rock of Ages; so shall ye be 
sheltered in the day of the fierce anger of the Lord. 

Now, as I have said, the first thing necessary for salvation is pardon 
of sin, and that is to be had through faith in Christ Jesus. Dut, 
secondly, even if a man's past sins are pardoned, lie would not be pre
pared to die if I.is nature were not renewed. If you could blot out all 
your sins in 11, moment, and if it could be possible for you to go to 
Heaven just as you are, you could not be happy there; because 
Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared peoplE>, An unconverted 
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mRn in TieaYen would be like a fish out of water; he would be wholly 
out of his element, IIol,r George \Vhitefield used t.> say thnt., if an 
ungodly man could go to Heaven as he is, he would be so miserable 
then' that he would ask to be allowed to run to hell for shelter! Ye 
who find our places of worship as dreary as prisons, and Sundays to be 
dull days, how could you endure eYerlasting wor1;hip? Ilow could you 
bear to have eternal Sabbaths, and continual songs of praise morning, 
noon, and night? "Thy, you would say, "Let me out, Gabriel, let 
me out : this is not the place for me; let me be gone. I am not 
happy here." Listen to the words of Jesus, "Yerily, verily, I say 
unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. Ye must be born again." 

"Well," cries one, "I will change my nature." My dear friend, 
!/011 cannot do it ; you may alter your habits, but you cannot alter 
your nature; there is only One who can make that great change, and 
that One is the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ by His blood blots out sin, 
and the Holy Spirit by His grace renews the heart. You may reform, 
but that will not take you to Heaven. It is not being reformed, it is 
being re-bo,·n, it is being made a new creature in Christ Jesus, that 
saves the soul. There is a passage in the Bible which says, "The dog 
is turned to his own vomit again ; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire." The sow went back to her wallowing in the 
mire because she was a sow; if she had been changed into a sheep, she 
never would have done so. So God, by His power, must change you 
from lions into lambs, from ravens into doves; or else, where He is, 
you can nerer come. But will the Spirit of God do this? Oh, yes ! If 
you cast yourself fimply on J esu's blood and righteousness, your nature 
is changed already, and the work of sanctification will go on from day 
t-0 day, and from week to week, until you will be made perfect, and 
you will stand before the bar of God without spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; you will be holy as Adam was when he came from the 
hand of his Maker. 

This is the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; He presents to every 
sinner, who believes in Him, the pardon of sin, and a renewed nature. 
Do you ask, "How are these to be obtained?" I answer,-All 
who seek these mercies shall find them. Alas, many men will not 
seek them; they are so hardened in heart that they reject the gospel 
of Christ. But, my friends, if the Spirit of God inclines your hearts 
to seek Christ, rest assured that He will never cast you away. At any 
rate, if ye be not saved, blame not God; the gates of Heaven stand 
open night and day, and over the gates there is written,-

" Come end welcome, 
Come and welcome, sinner, come." 

There is nothing in God's Word that can keep you from sal va.tion if 
you are now earnestly longing for it. Open your ears to the cry of 
love and grace,-

., Come to Jesus, 
Come to Jesu~, sinner, come." 

Whosover believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ, hnth the pardon of 
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his sins, past, present, and to come; his nature is changed, and, die 
when he may, he shall see God's face with joy, and shall stand aceepted 
in tho Beloved, and prepared to sing the song of Moses and the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 

III. And now, my dear hearers, I must apologize for not being 
able to speak as I could wish; but, nevertheless, with all the 
earnestness that I have in my soul, I would E:',DEAVOUR TO PERSUADE 

you TO "DE READY," because none of us can say when our last hour 
may come, or where is the spot on which we shall die. Our poor 
friend, who came here, e. fortnight ago, to shelter himself from 
the deluging re.in, little thought that this was the spot where he 
would meet with his death. None of us know where we shall die; 
thero may be some other tree, on some othe:i; common, where you or 
I may experience the terrors of the lightning flash; or there may be a 
room and a lowly bed in which we shall b;reathe our last. The house 
is doubtless built in which we shall die; the tree is growing which 
shall make our coffins, and our graves are gaping for us. 

I was preaching in Essex, e: few months ago, and the sermon was 
scarcely :finished, when e. Christian woman, who was hearing it, dropped 
dead in her pew. It was but a little while ago in Kent, that, during a 
sermon, a poor man, who had bent forward, and listened with all his ears, 
fell forward on his face, and then and there appeared before his God. 
Sudden deaths are not such common things as perpetually to keep us 
in alarm ; yet they are common enough, I hope, to make both young 
and old arise and hear the voice of the Lord, " Prepare, prepare to 
meet your God." 0 my hearers, it will be but a short time with the 
very longest-lived among us ! I see here and there a hoary head ; is 
that white hair yonder a crown of glory, or is it a fool's cap? It is 
either the one or the other. There are young persons here, too; if 
they look forward to the longest time that we may live, yet how brief 
is the period! Time-how short ! Eternity-how long! 

Well, then, since we must die, I do beseech you to think of death. Why 
should all your time be spent in thinking of the things of this world, 
when there is another world beyond the present? Why, 1chy, is this 
short life to have all your thoughts, and the life to come to have none of 
them? I have heard of a monarch who, having a fool in his court, 
gave him a walking-stick, with an injunction never to part with it 
until he should meet with a bigger fool than himself. He kept it for 
many n day until, at last, the monarch lay dying. The fool, who was 
a wise man after all, came and said to him, "Master, where are you 
going? " " Well," said he, "I am going to die.'' Said the fool, 
" How long are you going to be there? " "Oh ! " said the monarch, 
"for ever and ever." "And,'' said the fool, "have you made any 
preparation for the journey? Have you any house to live in when you 
get there? Have you nothing ready?" "No," said the monarch, 
'' I never thought of those things." "Then," said the fool, "take this 
stick that you gave me ; I play the fool in this world, but you have 
fooled away the next; you have neg·lected the world to come, and are 
a fool in very deed." Is not that, after all, tb.e English name of what 
those men are who are so careless of the world to come? Are they 
not fools in very deed and truth'? Be not ye such fools. 
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Ye rich men, will your riches serve you when you shell die? If 
:mu had a golden coffin, would that shield you from the worm ? Y 0 
poor men, will your hard daily drudgery serve you when you have 
worn out your limbs, and laid yourselves down to breathe your 
last ? Ye learned men, will your wisdom serve you when you stand 
before ~-our God? Ye fair and lovely ones, will your fine appearance 
serve you when you must undress to die? Though you paint an inch 
thick, to the complexion of the worm-eaten skull you all must come at 
last. How will your jewels and your vain-glorious appe.rel serve you 
then? I beseech you, be prepared for the world to come. 

I do entreat you to begin to think, and I will give you one argu
ment why everyone should be prepared; it is this, that we may 
rest assured God will not let u,s go into Hearen i"n a crowd. When we 
reap the cornfields, there are always little weeds which get twisted 
with the wheat, and they are carried into the barn with the good 
grain ; but when the Son of man shall send forth His reapers in the 
time of harvest, not one ill weed will be carried into His garner. All 
the good wheat will be there, not one grain will be lost ; but not a 
solitary weed or tare will be carried into the garner of Heaven. God 
Himself will search and try us ; every soul must go through the fiery 
ordeal of God's examination. We shall not rush into His presence in 
one indiscriminate host; all God's sheep at last must " pass. again 
under the hands of Him that telleth them." Could we foolishly 
attempt to steal in unawares, a voice would be heard crying, "What 
doest thou here ? Get thee gone ; thou wast not one of Mine on 
earth; thou shalt not be one of Mine in eternity." 

My voice and mind fail ; I know not how it is, but when I most 
long to speak impressively, my voice fails, and thought dies away. 
Let me, however, remind you that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came 
down from Heaven, was born in human flesh, became man, bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh, and at last died upon the cross at 
Calvary, a death too shameful to be described,-a death most awful 
for its pain, and shame, and scorn, and agony. It is by the merit of 
His death that you are to be saved. Like as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so do I lift up Christ Jesus the Saviow·. 
Every one who will come and look to Jesus Christ, the bleeding 
Saviour, shall be saved. Not one eye was turned to the brazen serpent 
without relief; and not one sinner shall look to Jesus Christ and be 
disappointed. He died that we might not die; He su:ffered, bled, 
agonized, and died that we might never perish. In vain your prayers, 
in vain your ceremonies, in vain your confirmation, in vain your sacra
ment, in vain your going to church or to chapel, except you believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing but the blood of Christ can make 
atonement for sin ; nothing but the robe of Christ's righteousness can 
en wrap the sinner's naked soul, and make him to stand accepted at the 
last great day. 

I will put the plan of salvation as simply as I possibly can, and then 
you shall go. There was once a poor man, a huckster, who used to go 
round to country villages selling his little goods. He was said to be 
"half-crack<:;d," and very likely he was, for he was constantly in the 
habit of getting drunk, and that is enough not only to half-crack any-
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body, but quite ~o break_ him. At any rat~, he v:as not a very sensible 
roan, as a man 1s not likely to be who dnves his senses out of him 
with drink. However, this poor creature, in going round on his 
journeys, heard some old women singing this simple little ditty,-

" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all; 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all." 

Jack recollected that. "Ah!" said he, "that just suits me." So he 
began to hum it himself as he went round on his huckstering 
expeditions ; and, by God's grace, that little ditty burnt its way into 
poor Jack's heart. After some time, he became a converted man, gave 
up his swearing and drinking, and began to attend the house of God 
regularly. At last, he determined fa join the church; so he went to 
the minister, and he asked Jack, "Well, friend, what can you say for 
yourself?" "Not much," said Jack, "only this,-

" 'I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at a.ll ; 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.'" 

"But," said the minister, "can you not tell me more than that?" 
"No," said Jack, "I can't, for that is all I know." That was his 
whole confession of faith. "Well, friend," said the minister, "I 
cannot refuse you church-fellowship; but you will have to come to 
the church-meeting, and the church-members will have to see you, 
and to judge of your fitness.'' Jack accordingly went to the church
meeting, and there sat some good old-fashioned deacons ; some of 
whom began to see whether they could not find fault with him. Jack 
stood up, and being requested to state his experience, he simply said,-

" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all; 
But J osus Christ is my all in a.11." 

So one old deacon said, "Is that all you have to say? " " Yes,'' says 
Jack, "that is all." The minister said to the members, "You may 
ask my friend here some questions, if you like to do so.'' One asked, 
"Have you not many doubts and fears?'' "None,'' says Jack, "I 
never ca_n doubt but that 'I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,' for 
I know I am; and I cannot doubt that 'Jesus Christ is my all in all,' 
for He says He i·s, and how can I doubt Him ? " " Well," said another 
of the members, " but sometimes I lose my graces, and my evidences, 
and then I get very sad." " Qh, but," answered Jack, "I never lose 
anything; for you see, 'I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,' and 
you know no one can rob me if I am nothing at all, and then you know, 
'Jesus Christ is my all in all,' and who can rob Him? He is in 
Heaven. I never get richer or poorer, for I am always nothing; but 
I always have everything." Then another member began to question 
him thus, "But, my dear friend, do you not sometimes doubt whether 
you are a child of God?" "Well," said Jack, "I don't quite under
stand you ; but I can tell you I never doubt that-

" ' I'm a poor sinner, and nothi11g at all; 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.'" 

"Yes, yes," said the member, "but sometimes I make great advances 
on the road to Heaven, and then I feel a great deal better; but I 
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oft,:,n go back again, nnd that cans,:,s me tronbl,:,. "Ah!'' said J uck 
"but. yo~1 see, I never go forward; for I am always 'n poor sinner: 
and nothing at all;' and I cannot go back, for 'Jesus Christ is my 
all in all ; ' and, blessed be God, He will not go back, and so I am 
always safe." Ever after that in the villages they used to call him, 
"Happy Jack," for he was always happy; and the reason was, that 
no one could drive him from that simple stand-point. Just so is 
it with me; there is nothing in me, but I trust in Jesus; I deserve 
punishment, I am lost in myself; but I just look to Him who came 
into the world to save sinners, and I know He will not let me perish. 

Sometimes, when I try to explain the plan of salvation, I tell what 
happened t-0 me once at New Park Street Chapel. There came-to me 
an Irishman, when I was in the vestry, and Pat began by making a 
low bow, and saying, " Now, your Riverence, I have come to ax you a 
question." "Oh! " said I, "Pat, I am not a Riverence; it is not a 
title I care for; but what is your question, and how is it you have 
not been to your priest about it ? '' Said he, "I have been to him; 
but I don't like his answer." "Well, what is your question?" Said 
he, "God is just; and if God be just, he must punish my sins. I 
deserve to be punished. If He is a just God, He ought to punish me• 
yet you say that God is merciful, and will forgive sins. I cannot se~ 
how that is right; He has no right to do that. He ought to be just 
and punish those who deserve it. Tell me how God can be just, and 
yet be merciful." I replied, '' That is through the blood of Christ.'' 
"Yes," said he, " that is what my priest said, you are very much alike 
there ; but he said a good deal besides, that I did not understand, and 
that short answer does not satisfy me. I want to know how it is that 
the blood of Jesus Christ enables God to be just, and yet to be 
merciful.'' Then I saw what he wanted to know, and explained the 
plan of salvation thus,-" Pat, suppose you had been killing a man, 
and the judge had said, 'That Irishman must be hanged.'" He said 
quickly, "And I should have richly deserved to be hanged.'' "But, 
Pat, suppose I was very fond of you, can you see any way by which 
I could have saved you from being hanged?" "No, sir, I cannot." 
"Then, suppose I went to the Queen, and said, 'Please your Majesty, 
I am very fond of that Irishman; I think the judge was quite right 
in saying that he must be hanged; but let me be hanged instead, and 
you will then carry out the law.' N o,w, the Queen could not agree to 
my proposal ; but suppose she eould,-and God can, for He has power 
greater than all kings and queens,-and suppose the Queen should 
have me hanged instead of you, do you think the policeman would 
take you up afterwards ? " He at once said, " No, I should think not; 
they would not meddle with me; but if they did, I should say, 'What 
are you doing ? Did not that gintleman condescind to be hung for 
me ? Let me alone; shure, you don't want to hang two people for the 
same thing, do ye ? ' " I replied to the Irishman, '' Ah, my friend, you 
have hit it; that is the way whereby we are saved! God must punish 
sin. Christ said 'My Father, punish Me instead of the sinner;' and 
His Father did. God laid on His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the whole 
burden of our sins, and all their punishment and chastisement ; and 
now that Christ is punished instead of us, God would not be just if He 
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wore to punish any sinner who believes on tho Lord Jesus Christ. If 
thou bolievest in Jesus Obrist, the well-belovr,d nnd only-begotten Son 
of God, thou art saved, and thou mayest go thy way rejoicing. Die 
when thou wilt, there is no hell, but Heaven for thee; and thou shalt 
see the face of thy God with joy and gladness, and praise Him for 
ever and ever." I believe my Irish friend found peace that day. 

I do beseech you, dear friends, by the love of God, think of these 
things, and be prepared to meet your Maker, by the pardoning of 
your sins and the renewing of your nature. Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Ohrist, and you may then take your stand, not only under this 
tree in a lightning storm, but in the tempest of the last great day, 
when the earth shall shake, and the heavens tremble and pass away. 
You will have no cause for fear, for he that believeth in Christ is 
saved, and shall never come into condemnation. Come what may, 
the wings of God are over him ; saved he is, and saved he must be 
for ever and ever. May the Lord now add His blessing; may He 
_grant, moreover, that a more solemn impression than I can hope to 
make may be made upon you, as once agam you gaze upon this spot ! 
There is, in St. Paul's Cathedral, a little chisel mark in the floor, 
which you may never have noticed, but which some time may be 
shown to you. That is the memorial of the death of some man who, 
being employed on the dome, fell down, and was dashed to pieces. 
What a solemn spot is that; and what a solemn spot is this! My dear 
hearers, ere you go away, breathe a prayer for pardon; and, as often 
as you pass this awful spot, think of your past lives, and of the world 
to come. It is said that we often walk over our own graves without 
knowing it; and that we often come to other men's graves and death 
places without being aware of it; but there, in that tree, stands the 
monument of the awfully sudden death of a fellow-creature, and let 
it be so recorded. 

May God bless the widow ; may He bless the orphans ; and may 
He bless you! But, my dear friends, ere we go away this afternoon, 
will not each one of you pray for himself that his sins may be 
pardoned? Will you all separate, having come together in vain? 
I do beseech and pray you to lift up your hearts to God, and cry, 
" God, be merciful to me a sinner ! " Look this very instant to Christ 
Jesus, who died upon the cross. We cannot hope ever.to meet again 
until the last tremendous day; oh, may we all meet then at the 
right hand of God ! 

(The above is a good specimen of the Sermons the beloved preacher 
was wont to preach when, on special occasions, he was brought face 
to face with a promiscuous crowd, forty years ago. As I have tran
scribed this discourse, I seem to have been carried back to those early 
days, when the dear Pastor's whole soul seemed to have been poured 
out in an intense desire for the salvation of men. Ho then preached 
~ith an impassioned energy, that manifested itself even more than 
lil his regular ministrations, as he realized that he had but that 
one opportunity to plead with· the vast congregations that they would 
look to Josue, and be saved.-T. W. M.) 
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" ]Jot ~caru rn ~ell-doing." 
1iHE revolution of another yeA.r's distribution of "Ex.tracts from the 

~ermons of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon," and '' Spurgeon's Illustratad 
Tracts,'' in house l<'tter-boxes, and the gift of Cards entitled •'Trust Jesus
Jesus S1wes Now," to working-men proceeding to their avocations between 
5 and 7 1t.1n., invit<'s me to the intAresting task of recording some particulars 
of its history. At the outset, it is right to recognize with gratitude the 
goodness of God in granting me a sufficient measure of health to continue 
the work of distribution. My years for enjoying such exhilarating exercises 
as climbing Mont Blanc, the Great Pyramid of Ghizeh, and the cone of 
\esunns. have passed away; but enough elasticity has remained for the 
less onerous task of climbing house-steps, varying from one to thirteen in 
number, to distribute C. H. SpurgAon's Sermons among the people and in 
this way seek to capture them for Christ. ' 

"When God puts grace into the heart, the hands and tongue and pen will 
be sure to find employment in some good work or other; and in circulating 
these Sermons, Illustrated Tracts, and Cards, which carry light, instruction 
and warning, into private houses, factories, and workshops, I feel certa~ 
that I am engaged in a work that is thoroughly good, and that God• 
approves of, and that He will bless. In the course of my distribution I 
have met with persons who have told me that Mr. Spurgeon's Sermo~s 
were the agents, in the hand of God, in accomplishing His gracious purposes 
of salvation to their souls; and I believe that Christie.us who circulate 
them a.re helping to diffuse the truth as it is in Jesus, and are thus hastening 
forward the period when the knowledge of the Lord shall be spread all over 
the world. Last summer, during a two months' sojourn in Geneva, Berne, 
Zurich, Constance, Basle, Worms, Strasburg, and other Swiss and German 
cities where the illustrious and immortal Reformers, Calvin, Luther, 
Zwingle, Huss, and Jerome of Prague preached, and laboured, and suffered 
in defence of the gospel, I embraced every opportunity of distributing the 
Sermons to the English visitors. 

The number of Sermons, Illustrated Tracts, and Ca.rds I have distributed, 
one by one, during the year ending this March, has been 46,400 ; and from 
the commencement of my circulating the Sermons, in the month of March, 
1885, and the Ca.rds, in the month of November, 1889, the total number 
distributed has been 438,650 ; and, so long as they exist, there is no 
knowing when their influence for good will cease, nor the possible blessing 
resulting from them. During the last twelve months, as in preceding years, 
I have handed the Illustrated Tracts, and Cards, e.ccompe.nied with a 
distinctly audible '' Good-morning!" to hundreds of men, alas ! entering 
public-houses on their wa.y to work between 5 and 7 in the morning. It 
is pleasing to notice that their reception by the people generally has been of 
an encouraging kind ; and I believe an amount of moral good has been 
done. Even though the immediate result is scanty and defective, it is a 
comfort to know that this effort to make men happier and better than they 
are is acceptable to God notwithstanding its deficiencies. The life's work of 
the beloved author of these Sermons and Tracts was to introduce souls into 
the Kingdom of Christ, which is "righteousness, and peace, and joy in t~e 
Holy Ghost" (Romans xiv. 1 i). Seeking to bring men to Jesus Chnst 
was the great aim of his forty years' ministry, the desire of his heart, and 
the labour of his life. But even when this most desirable object is not fully 
attained well-wishers of our country, in its higher aspects and interests, 
will rec~gnize the immense importance of leaven~g all classes of _the com
munity, especially the masses of the people who lie at the foundation of the 
social pyramid, and sustain its superstructure, and upon whom to a gr~at 
degree rests its future stability, with the spirit of the_ gosJ?el ?f qhr1st, 
which makes for peace and good will I regard the wide distribution of 
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C. H. Spnrgeon's Sermons ag one me~ns of averting from this kingdom the 
spirit of le.wl_essness e.n<l auarc_by whicb'bas, over and over Rgain, turned 
the social edifice on tb0 Contment topsy-turvy, and produced disastrous 
results, some _of ~bicb my ?WU eyes have witnessed. . 
, The followrng mstances illustr~te s'?me_ of t!1e me.ny d1vers0 idiosyncrasies 
which I have encountered while distnbutrng the Sermons, Ilhistrated 
Tracts, and Cards:-

(1.) While dropping one of the Sermo~s into 11. house letter-box, the 
door was opened by a gentleman, who carried a sme.11 tray, on which stood 
two tumblers of smoking hot liquor for two cabmen, who stood by with 
their ce.bs. "Good morning, sir," I se.id. "Whe.t is it? " he asked. " I 
was putting one of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons into your letter-box, sir," I 
replied. T11.king the Sermon out of_ the box, ~e read some lines, and 
exclaimed," Wbo ever saw e. man putting Sermons m letter-boxes at G o'clock 
in the morning ? " "0 sir!'' I rejoined, "the devil's servants are busy at 
their evil work night e.nd day, and Christ's servants should be equally active." 
A lady came to the door, to whom he handed the Sermon, and repeated my 
words as if impressed with them. I gave the lady one of the Cards, 
entitled "Trust Jesus," and proceeded with my work at the neighbouring 
houses. The result of that conversation was, the intoxicatiog liquor was 
taken back into the house, and each of the cabmen received one of the 
Sermons from me. 

(2.) A gentleman, on accepting one of the Sermons, and reading some 
of it became deeply agitated, and said, " I have made up my mind to 
com~it suicide; my life is most miserable; my troubles are unbearable." 
I spoke to him of Christ's invitation to all who are heavy laden to 
come to Him for rest to their souls. He handed me one of bis cards, by 
which it appeared that he was an architect, and he asked me to call upon 
him. I proposed, as an alternative, that he should meet me that evening 
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and accompany me to public worship; he 
promised that he would do so, but he failed to keep the appointment. 

(3.) A man, on receiving one of the Cards, read its head-lines, and asked, 
"Do you believe this?" I replied, '' Yes." "I believed it once," he s11.id. 
"I was a member of Dr. P---'s church; but now, Ibelievenligion is all 
a myth, all imagination and delusion. Christianity is a failure," etc. Such 
extravagant outpouring8 of offensive folly are easily answered; but it 
s11.ddened my heart to listen to them i~suing from the lips of one who had 
once been seemingly won over to Christ, and had become a member of a 
Christian church. When the heart has never been renewed by the grace of 
God, or savingly brought under its power, the restraints of religion are felt 
to be irksome and oppressive, and, in this case, a desire to shake off the 
yoke appeared to be the true cause of the man's religious declension. 

(4.) "Did you give these Cards on the street, this morning ? "asked the 
leader of three men who evidently were waiting for my exit from public 
worship on a Sabbath morning in the town of Westport, Ireland; and he 
held up some of the Cards headed, "Trust J esus,-J esus Saves Now," for me 
to recognize them. I answered," Very likely I did, for I give many of 
them away." "It is not allowed here," he said sternly. "Why not?" 
"I tell you it is not allowed here," he repeated fiercely. I said, "I am 
here, under the protection of the law, I presume. You can return me the 
Cards if you don't like them." "Oh, no!" he said, "we will keep them; 
we will see further about this. I wish you would give me two or three 
hundred of them.'' "Why? " I enquired. " I would tear them in pieces," 
he replied; so I said, "Good morning!" and walked away. 

If the Cards had taught unscriptural doctrines,-e.s, for exi!.mple, that a 
Roman Catholic me.y, without any sin, eat eggs on a Fr~rlay ; )mt if h~ eats 
the hen that laid the egg~, he will commit 11, mortal 8111? a sm so h<:>m_ous 
that, unless he confesses it on bended knees to 11, pnest, and receives 
absolution, 11ntl atones for eating the hen on 11, Friday by doing the penance 
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the priest commands, he must expiate his trangression in Purgatory _ 
no objection would have been raised to my distributing them. Or ' if 
the Cards had taught the hideous Mariolatry, promulgated by Mr. 
Herbert Vaughan, who illegally ~ssumes the rank and title of "His 
Eminence the Lord Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster,"-in which the 
Virgin Mary is worshipped impiously a~ " Mother of God," " Queen of 
Heaven," "Soverei~ Mistress of the Universe," "H.efuge of sinners," 
" The only Hope of smners," "The Peacemaker between sinners and God " 
etc.,-I might have distributed any number of them without molestatio~. 
But, because they point weary and heavy-laden sinners to Christ alone for 
sa.lvation, my opponents feared lest such Scriptural teaching might under
mine and overthrow Romish superstitions and idolatry in the minds of soma 
deluded dnpes and slaves of priestcraft. Readers of The Sword and tlte 
Trowel, will probably remember how the intolerant and persecuting prin
ciples of Popery were exemplified in the year 1893 by the public burning of 
the late beloved Pastor's Sermons in the town of Zahleh, in Syria, and the 
curse fulminated by the bishop, and publicly read by his priests in all the 
eight chapels of Zahleh, upon those who received and read them. The 
bishop in his curse commanded his dupes to " Burn them, burn them for 
in them is a deadly poison " ; and he was not ashamed to publish his. 
remorseless curse in the Jesuit journal of Beyrout ! ( Vide The Sword and 
the Trowel, March, 1894.) How long shall the Romish apostasy deceive 
mankind with its sorceries, and hinder the progress of the gospel of Christ 
throughout the world? The time of its final overthrow, depicted in The 
Revelation (Chapters xvii. and xviii) is, I believe, approe.ching; and may 
God hasten the day ! 

I conclude this report with the hope that the Sermons, Illustrated Tracts, 
and Cards which I have he.d the ple&sure &nd the privilege of distributing, 
may aw&ken &ttention to Divine things among the people, too many of 
whom seem wholly immersed in earthly matters ; and I pray that God may 
cause His Heavenly blessing to rest on all those in whose houses and into 
whose h&nds they have been placed, and make them instruments for their 
eternal salvation. The praise of all the good done must be ascribed to God 
only, for it is He that not only worketh in us both to will and to do, but 
that worketh by ns to make wh&t we do successful. 

T. G. OWENS. 

FOUR hundred a.nd thirty visits have been paid us during March. About 
120 of these have been during our excursions to six-more or less 

distant-towns and villages. A new experience comes with almost every 
one of these visits. At one place, we had freedom in spiritual things, but 
did next to nothing medically ; a qua.ck doctor had lately visited the 
neighbourhood, and the people feared t? trust me. ~-sue.Uy, ~owev~r, the 
opposite is the case; they a.re ready patients for med1cme, but 1mpe.t1ent of 
gospel truth. Their 

USUAL LINE OF OPPOSITION 

is like this:-" We believe in all the prophets" (144,000, they say); '' your 
gospel is not the true gospel." "Mohammed and the Koran a.re all that 
anyone needs." "One word from the Koran is equal in value and meaning 
to a thousand words from any other book.'' Or perhaps the objector takes 
this line:-" You say that Jesus was God; well, then, when God was on 
earth there must have been another God ruliug in Heaven, which makes 
two Gods, and proves that you are idolaters." Their historical ideas 
are peculiar; for example, they say Jesus was the nephew of Moses, 
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for Jesus was the Son. of MR.ry (Miriam), and Moses was the brother of 
Miriam (Mory), therefore clearly Jesus was the nephew of Moses! Job, 
they believe? was eat~n up by worms; and one l~ame~ (!) .fokee was utterly 
disgusted with the Bible when he read that David besieged Rabbah, which 
he misread Rubbie (God), and then cast the Book from him as a ble.s-

hemous composition. 
p One of our brethren has done 

SPECIALLY GOOD WORK IN DISCUSSIONS, 

going down, like Bene.ie.h, into the lion's pit, and dee.ling with Islam there. 
He proved from the Koran that Christ must die, for, when speaking of 
Jesus it is written, "I will make you to die." Age.inst their assertion that 
Moh;mmed is the intercessor, there ia a passage which says, "In the last 
day there shall be no intercessor." "That ia true," says our friend, "but 
yet in this day Jesus ever liveth to make intercession." Again, Mohammed 
cannot intercede for others, for he himself was e. sinner, for the Koran says, 
when speaking to Mohammed:-" I will forgive your sins," while of Jesus 
no book, not even the Koran, says that He was e. sinner. As to con
tradictory passages, the Koran again says:-" If you are in doubt, ask the 
people of the book; " so let us read it together. To a Moslem, who 
asserts that the whole Bible is in the Koran, the missionary holds up the 
two books side by side (the Koran is only, perhaps, one-fifth the size of the 
·Bible), and shows the statement to be palpably untrue. 

On another occasion, discussion will flag or fail altogether, and then we 
sing a gospel hymn, or we carry on e. conversation between ourselves, 
bringing out the gospel message; or one of us tells e. parable, after the 
manner of the native story-tellers. Thus, while preaching the gospel, and 
healing the sick, we strive by all means to save some. We long to see the 
Spirit's convicting and converting power manifested, that the dry bones 
may live. Our preaching may be crude and simple as the blast of the 
rams' horns around the we.Us of Jericho; but, marching on e.t God's com
mand, we a.re certain of victory. Meanwhile, dear readers, we still ask 
your pre.ye'l's and your help, for mighty is the foe, and " great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee." 

Sousse, Tunisia, N. Africa.. T. G. CHURCHER. 

&nr Book reviewed or advertised In this Magazine wlll be rorw'ii.rded by llesar■ . P1111more 
and Alabaster on receipt or Postal Order for the pnbllshed price, 

Volume VIII. of The Christian 
Pictorial is fully equal to its' seven 
predecessors ; in some respects, it 
even excels the best of them. The 
weekly numbers are always welcome 
visitors, for they bring a portion for 
everyone in the household ; and the 
he.If-yearly volumes, in their delicate 
and dainty covers, are woTthy of a 
permanent place on the library or 
drawing-room table. The recent 
lea.ding articles on the atrocities in 
Cre~e ought to help to stir up the 
nation to a sense of the wrong 
that our fleet has done to the brave 

people struggling for their life and 
liberty. 

Everything just now must have 
some connection with the record 
reign, so Mr. Henry Frowde has 
issued, from the Oxford University 
Press Warehouse, The Queen's Dia
m011d-Jubilee Bible, "in sizes and at 
prices to suit all classes of Her 
Majesty's subjects." The Bibles con
tain port.re.its of the Queen in 1837 
and 1&97, and also photographic 
illustrations of the cartoons by Sir 
J oshue. Reynolds representing the 
seven virtues. 
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Relipio11s Eq11alify in ifs cmrnection 
11•ith S<1//()11al and Rdi_qi()ns Life. 
By A. MACLAREN, D.D. New Edi
tion. Alexe.nder e.nd Shephee.rd. 

A PAMPHLET worth its weight in 
gold; the most suggestfre thing 
&bout it being that, though originally 
composed as far back :is 1871, it is e.s 
fresh and modern as if it had been 
written to-de.y. This is because, 
pMsing by all that was merely acci
dental and circumstantial, it went to 
the root of the whole controversy as 
to Ste.t-e Este.blishment,s, and showed 
how ntterly at variance they are with 
the spirit and the teaching of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is no bluster here, 
but plenty of controlled enthusiasm for 
justice, and restrained but powerful 
indignation at injustice. The logic is 
invincible, because founded on Bible 
truth; and the language is, like every
thing that Dr Maclaren says or writes, 
condensed wisdom and beauty. For 
distribution among thoughtful and 
cultured people who are willing to 
"hear the other side," this is the 
finest antidote to State-churchism 
that could be circulated. 

Twenty-si . .; Years of Mission Work 
in China. By GR.ACE STOTT (of 
the China Inland Mission). Hodder 
and Stoughton. 

.A:N illllBtrated work of 366 pa.gee, 
without a dull paragraph in it, and 
fully deserving the verdict of the 
founder of the Mission, J. Hudson 
Taylor, e.s given in the preface :-" It 
is emphatically a stqry of work,
ee.mest, persevering work,-which 
God he.s blessed ; an unvarnished 
account, it brings out clearly the 
lights and she.des of missionary 
service.'' Mrs. Stott has made the 
life-story of herself and her late 
devoted husband to live in this book; 
and has shown, in almost endless 
vicissitudes, faith's conduct wider 
trial, and how, despite manifold temp
tations, greater is He that is in His 
people than he that is in the world, 
We see here, as it were, the missionary 
in his working dress, constantly in 
touch with soul-weakness, but also in 
touch with the Omnipotent Hand. 
One cannot but admire the grace of 
God in the writer, as also in her 

husband, who was a nmu of shining 
simplicity of faith, and marked 
individualit,y of oha.racter. We ha.ve 
no doubt that the perusal of this 
volume will inform me.ny minds as to 
China's millions, and be a mee.us of 
attracting other workers to that vast 
mission-field. 

In the Tige1· Jungle ; and other Stoi·ies 
of llfissionary Work among the 
Tele_qlls of India. By Rev. JAoon 
CHAMBERLAIN, M.D., D.D. Oli
phant, Anderson, and Ferrier, 

THIS is not so much a sustained nar
rative as a series of graphic incidents 
ou~led from a missionary career of 
thirty-seven years. It is written in 
an entertaining style, and makes 
prominent the aspects of adventure 
in a devoted missionary's life. Dr 
Francis E. Clark, of the Y.P.S.C.E.; 
writes a warm commendatory prefe.ce 
deeming the book to be such as may 
well be owned by every Christian 
Endeavour Society and mission circle • 
and drawing attention to the roman: 
tic headings of the chapters, such 11,9 

"The Stick-to-it Missionary,!' "Wind
ing up e. Horse," "An Audience of 
Monkeys,'' etc., as calculated especially 
to interest the young, and quicken 
their miRsionary zeal. While no doubt 
the book has this bee.ring, and might 
fitly have a place in every Sunday
school library, the record is such as 
old as well as young may read alike 
to their entertainment and profit. It 
is beautified by eight full-page illus
trations, and an admirable photograph 
of the author; we heartily commend 
it as a bright and breezy volume, rich 
in stirring incident and thrilling nar
rative. 

On the Threshold of Three Closed 
Lands. By Rev. J. A. GRAHAM, M.A. 
Edinburgh : R. and R. Clark. 
London : A. and C. Black. 

A MOST choice production, admirably 
written, elegantly got-up, and con
taining within the brief space of 166 
pages, no fewer than 119 illustrations, 
Many of these views of the singularly 
beautiful region, which lies like a 
wedge adjacent to the closed lands 
of Tibet, Bhutan, and Nepa.I, are 
superb; and enable the reader the 
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better to appreciate t.he dflscriptive 
power of the writer. From this work 
JllUCh may be learnt concerning the 
country the peoples, the religions, the 
fruits of the Scottish Mission in this 
border tract, e.nd the prospective 
bee.ring of the pioneer labours of those 
whose no.mes (whether now e.bsent 
from the body, or still in it,) are in
sepe.re.tely linked with the missionary 
records of the region. The volume 
would me.ke en excellent birthday 
or other present. It is e. credit alike 
to e.uthor and publishers, and is 
sure to be esteemed by all to whom 
the sacred cause of missions is dear. 

Our Travels Round the World. By 
Me.jor-Genere.l E. C. SIM. Alex
ander and Shepheard. 

AN e.bstre.ct of personal reminiscences 
of men and places in the regions 
visited, which include Singapore and 
Sie.m, China, Jo.pan, e.nd tbe South 
See. Isle.nds, Australia, and New 
Zee.le.nd. It is an unvarnished record 
describing events e.s they occurred,and 
such features of interest e.s tbe cli
me.ta, scenery, etc., presented. To 
intending voyagers, the information 
given will be of ve.lue; but for 
general purposes, more descriptive 
power and wee.Ith of incident seem 
desirable. 

Clogshop Chronicles. By JOHN AcK-
WORTH. C. H. Kelly e.nd Co. 

ANY book the.t ce.n make a case
hardened reviewer laugh and cry in 
turns, and compel him to read its 
pages to the very le.st word, must 
have in it more than ordinary power 
and literary skill. Yet, this is what 
the present volume has done; e.nd 
when we co.me to the end, we longed 
for more. The character-sketching 
is inimitable, the piety both ro
bust and deep, and the pathos strong 
and true, without the faintest touch 
of the maudlin or the feebly senti
mental. Though written in Lan
cashire dialect, there is no need of a 
glossary to understand the mee.ning, 
for it is English, though clogshop 
English. Methodism he.a he.d many 
racy e.nd able chroniclers, but none 
he.ve quite equalled John Ackworth, 
and we shall bo surprised if his pen 

iA not kept b1rny with such cbe.rmino
idyl!H as thPsP-, which will be sure tZ 
dP.light e.11 who read. "Many thanks, 
Mr. Ackworth, we shall eagerly look 
for another such splendid volume from 
you." 

lnmnteB of the Man.9ion. An Alle~ory. 
Ey J. ASHTON. Second Edition. 
Digby, Long, and Co. 

"WIIAT can the me.n do that cometh 
after the king? " This irresistibly 
occurs to the mind when reading a 
modern religious allegory ; for has 
not John Bunye.n made e.ll followers 
to be poverty-stricken in comparison 
w,th his me.tchless and immortal 
dreams? Yet, Mr. Ashton has done 
very well, and written e. capital little 
book, worthy to be ree.d and pondered 
especially by young men and women. 
The diction is too e.dvanced for 
children, e.nd would for adults have 
been stronger if judiciously pruned ; 
but these a.re blemishes of method 
rather the.n of matter, which is 
excellent throughout. 

Object Lessons for Children. By Rev. 
C. H. TYNDALL, M.A. Oliphant, 
Anderson, a.nd Ferrier. 

NEVER, surely, were the children in 
our congrege.tions so catered for e.s 
they e.re now ! Addresses e.nd hymns, 
specially for them, are now introduced 
into most Sunde.y morning services ; 
and the tee.cher of the cle.ss ha.s a 
serious competitor-e.lbeit e. colleague 
and helper in the same work,-in the 
modem pe.stor. As the result of this 
increased ea.re for the boys a.nd girls, 
books of addresses to children e.bound ; 
and this, one of the le.test issued, is of 
considere.ble ve.lue and helpfulness. 
All the subjects ce.n be-more or less 
to the edification of the listeners,
illustratod by certe.in objects, such as 
e. ragged coat., a handsaw, e. bucket, 
some dried fish, etc., etc., and will 
doubtless interest the young folks who 
see and hear these things. ·whether, 
on the whole, this is not ce.rrying to 
the verge of the ridiculous the princi
ple of teaching through the eye, we will 
not ~ay ; in any case, 1\ quick teacher 
will gain me.ny points of instruction 
from this e.11-e.live e.nd up-to-date 
little book. 
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Thr (),-i_,1:11 of Genesis. By Pastor 
GEo. SroscH. Elliot Stock. 

PERRArs the be~t introduction to this 
thoughtfuLdevout,and scholarly work, 
is the following ext.re.et from the 
author's preface :-'' Towards the 
close of 1891, while engaged in 
missionary work in Madras, a.mong 
the Ta.rail population, I heard Dr. 
Pentecost complain that German 
theology had spread such mists 
around Holv Writ as threatened to 
dim the brightness of its shining for 
the Christians of the whole world. 
Ever since then, I have_ longed to 
prove that there still exists in Ger
many a school of theology bound in 
obedience to the Word of God. This 
desire has induced me to prepare for 
English readers my studies on The 
Origin of Uenesis," That the author 
ha.s done well in acting thus will, we 
think, be the verdict of intelligent 
readers. ·while framed for construc
ti-ve and not destructive purposes, this 
'' Defence of the first Book of Holy 
Scripture age.inst the destructive 
criticisms of a disintegrating science," 
is not cast in a.n English mould, but 
bears the stamp of the German mind. 
The point that strnck us most is its 
penetrating subtlety, the power shown 
in marking lingual distinctions so fine 
a.s to be invisible, or nearly so, to the 
English eye.-the power, in other 
wordB, of catching fine distinctions 
latent in the Word, but genera.Uy 
nndiscerned, even by scholars. In 
the chapter on Ad:i.m, numerous 
instances of this faculty occur, which 
tend unquestionably to deepen our 
interest in the Inspired Record. 
Pa.stor Stosch has the triple qualifi
cations of Hebrew scholarship, keen 
analytical judgment, and marked 
refl.Pctive power, and in The Origin of 
GenesiB he has produced a work of 
undoubted merit and originality. 

Sin Punished, but SinB Forgiven. By 
A. C. S. H. R. Allenson. 

A SOMEWHAT adventurous pamphlet, 
theologically considered; but written 
in a.n unexceptionable spirit. We 
hardly think the able author has 
quite succeeded in embracing the 
whole girth of the subject, or that 
his view of the Atonement sounds 

sufficiently the depth of whnt is 
signified by Christ being made o. 
"curse" for us, or the bearing of Law 
in relat.ion to Fo1·_qiveness. Unless we 
have mistaken the writer's meaning 
be hardly attaches the force tho.t 
Scripture does to the lege.l difficulty 
in the we.y of po.rdon which the 
Atonement of Christ removes. 

Foundation Truths of Scripture as to 
Sin and Srtlvation. By JORN 
LAIDLAW, M.A., D.D. Edinburgh: 
T. and T. Cle.rk. 

OF this Handbook we can only speak 
in terms of highest praise. It is 
published at ls. 6d., but its exposi
tory value is beyond all price. In these 
days of indeterminate teaching, and 
lamentable departure from " Founda
tion Truths," the issue of e. Hand
book such as this is doubly welcome. 
Would that the chairs of theology 
were g.-nerallv filled by men equally 
instructed as Dr. Laidl11.w in the way 
of life, and equally competent rightly 
to divide the Word of Truth! We 
commend this book to all who desire 
themselves to reap the harvest of 
spiritual edification, e.nd to be in e. 
position to feed others with the true 
Bread of Life. 

The Ideal City. The crowning vision 
of Patmos. By Rev. J. THOMAS, M.A. 
Arthur H. Stockwell and Co. 

A DOZEN very able sermons on " the 
City of God " as revealed to John in 
Patmos. Sanctified philosophy is their 
very essence ; and all the resources of 
the preacher's knowledge and culture 
a.re made tributary to this. Without 
accepting every detail of his interpre
tation, we are grateful for such e. 
sane, sound, and yet deeply spiritual 
treatment of an acknowledged difficult 
theme. For the private Christian, or 
the preacher, this book will be of 
much service, and we congratulate 
both author and publisher upon its 
production. Common-place sermons 
a.re a dreary and disme.l drug in the 
market, but those that have inspiration 
and thrill in them will always 
command a welcome. These dis
courses belong to the latter order, and 
will, we feel sure, find a ready sale, 
and furnish much profitable reading, 
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The Oo11spiracy of Silence llrol,en. By 
Rov. JonN FARRER. Noa. 1 and 
2. One penny e1tch. Glasgow : 
Pickering a.nd Inglis, 73, Bothwell 
Street. 

TIIESE reprints from Mr. John Robert
son's lively paper, 'l'he Ohristirtn 
Scotsman, are worthy ?f a wide ~ir
culation. The first 1s a. scathmg 
criticism of Professor Bruce's book, 
" With open face; " and the second 
is an equally severe condemnation of 
"Ian Maclaren's '' volume, The Mind 
of the Master. In the following 
sentences, Mr. Parker shows the in
herent weakness of the latter work :
" Dr. Watson has gained great 
celebrity as a novelist, and perhaps 
this accounts for the glaring defects 
of the book before us. He recon
structs Christianity in his inner con
sciousness, much in the same way 
that he dressed up the peasants of 
Drumtochty." The two pamphlets 
should be carefully studied, and then 
placed in the hands of those who 
specially stand in need of such an 
able Scriptural guide as the writer 
proves himself to be. 

Testimony of Recent Scottish Presby
terianism to the Principles of the 
Baptists. Prepared and collated by 
Rev. JAMES BLAOK1 M.A. Alex
ander and Shepheard. 

THE sub-title of this threepenny 
pamphlet is, .A Baptist Catechism, with 
Pt.rdo-B<Iptist Proofs. It is a. most 
ingenious and instructive arrange
ment of quotations from Dr. James S. 
-Oandlish's Handbook, The Christian 
Sacraments. If it induces those who 
read it to search the Scriptures, to 
see whether these things a.re so, or 
not, Mr. Black's work of compilation 
will not have been in vain. 

Ministerial Tnble-talk. 
POOL, B.D. R. 

By Rev. J. J. 
D. Dickinson 

and Co. 

Tms is as racy 11, book of ministerial 
a~d pulpit gossip as we have ev11r met 
with ; and in proof of that, we point 
to no less than twenty extracts from 
the le.to peerless President's Lectures to 
my Students, which it contains. Mr. 

Pool has the precious kne.ck of seizing 
upon incisive and salient points con
nected with the preacher's vocation, 
and then illustrating them from a 
most copious treasure-house of inci
dent. There is not e. dull sentence 
from cover to cover; ancl if it is 
never very profound, the whole book 
is nevertheless very practical and 
plea.sing. 

Loose Leaves from a ,lfini.iter'a ,lfonu
Bcri:pts. By SAMUEL \VAINWRIGHT, 
D.D. Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. 

THIS is a book of musings-some may 
think them dreams-on the deeper 
aspects of life, character, destiny, and 
God. The power of reflection shown 
is not of the common order, and the 
utterance answers to the ever
changing character of the thought. 
" Loose Leaves•• are meanderings, but 
not aimless ; they are products of the 
silent hour, and rest aloft, like the 
fleecy clouds on the calm impalpable 
pillars of the firmament ; but their 
design is not visionary,-the language 
they speak is the echo of the deep 
truth that subtends and ought to 
inform the life of man. It is rare, we 
should think, for ministers' manu
scripts, in these days, to have loose 
leaves like these, which float so far 
away, and yet, while in touch with 
earth, are even more at home in 
ethereal realms. The general effect is 
wholesome, for the pervading spirit 
of the whole is helpful to true piety. 
We might almost sum up the character 
of this book by saying that it is a 
philosophical and religious poem ; 
and that the thought, while in the 
form of prose, is adorned with poetic 
setting. 

We must add, however, that, in 
our judgment, these "loose leaves" 
would have been winged with more 
power had they contained more of 
the doctrine of the cross, and less of 
the magniloquence of Carlyle. 

Jloiu to Fish to Catch. By a Fisher of 
Men. George Stoneman. 

A TWOrENNY booklet, tracing the 
analogy between natural and spirit1;1a.l 
fishing. It is worthy of extensive 
circulation. 

• 
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The death of GEl,'ERAL Sm RODERT 
PHAYRE, K.C.B., remo"'ed from the ranks 
of Prntestant and E-..angelical Christian 
workers one who will be greatly missed. It 
,nil be mteresting to all friends of Mr. 
SI'T"RGEO:s' to learn that the gallant genera.I 
was a regular reader and ardent admirer of 
the printed Sermons, and, a.s recently as 
,Trmuary 21, he had written to Messrs. 
Passmore and Alabaster, ginng tbe numbers 
of thirty-six discourses, published in the 
M_et,·opohJan Tahe,-narle J>u1pit, which he 
WI.shed to ha"'e bound in a volume and 
entitled," The Rverlastinq Gnsvd of the Old 
and .\-e,,- Testaments. Bv PAST0°R C. H. 
SPURGEON." -

. This selection, hanng been made so near 
S1:" Robert Phayre's translation to glory, 
~l have a peculiar value in the estima
ti_on of the many friends who l"Ilew and loved 
him. Those who desire to possess the 
thirty-six Sermons can obtain them of our 
pnblishers, post free, for 3s.; or they will 
shortly be issued in a -..olume bound in 
cloth, price 3s_ 6d. 

T°OUNG CB:B.ISTIANS' M°ISSIONA.RY U:r.-roN. 
-A meeting, of a similar character to the 
one reported last month, was held on 
Saturday evening, .March 2i, at the Shore
d.itch Tabernacle. Addresses were delivered 
~ the President of the C'nion, Rev. F. B. 

eyer, B.A., and by Mr. W. H. Gairdner, 
B . .!.. (of the Stndent Volunteer Missionary 
Union), Dr_ Harford Battersby (of Living
stone College), and Re-... F. W. Baller (of 
the China Inland Mission). 

PASTORS' COLLEGE MissrO:s'A.RY Assocu
TION.-The friends who met at the College 
on Tuesday evenin_q, March 30, were very 
sorry to fi.nd that Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, 
who was to have delivered in full his lecture 
on " Pins and Needles," was unable to be 
present owing to an attack of rheumatism. 
Happily, the pa.in.ful me.lady did not remain 
long, and the Pastor was soon as busy e,s 
ever in his Master's service. At abort 
notice, Pastor W. Williams, of Upton 
Chapel, very kindly consented to act as a 
snbstitnte, and gave a large portion of his 
lectnre on the ever-beloved C. H. Spurgeon, 
for which he wa.a heartily thanked by Mr_ 
Frank Thompson on behalf of the deeply
interested andience. To the collectors 
gathered at the tea-tables, and afterwards 
at the meeting in the Conference Hall, Miss 
Cox, of the North Africa Mission, gave very 
graphic accounts of the work carried on at 
So11Bse, Tunisia, and the surrounding dis
trict, specially describing the medical mis
sion under the superintendence of Dr. 
Churcher. The amounts collected a.re duly 
acknowledged among the other receipts of 
the month. In a recent letter, Dr. Churcher 
wrote :-" I am sometimes sad to see how 
slowly fwids come in." Cannot some of 

our readers change our brother's sadncas to 
gladness? Collecting l,oxea can be obtained 
on application to the Secrete,ry, 111ctro
politan Tabernacle, Newington, London. 

METROPOLITAN TADERNACLE LADIES' 
Wom;:rno BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. - The 
annual meeting was held in the lecture-ho.II 
on Mo11day evening, .Ap,·il 5. Pastor C. B. 
Sawdo.y presided, aml addresses were de. 
livered by Pastor W. Stott and Dea.coos 
T. H. and W. Olney. Miss Sears kindly 
sang two sacred solos, "Calve,ry" o,nd 
"The Holy City." Many cases of want 
and distress have been visited and relieved 
by gifts of money and ga.rments during the 
past year. We quote a few from the Report 
read &t the meeting, thinking they might 
interest our friends, and arouse sympathy 
and help. 

A. E., who has been a confirmed intalid 
for many yea.rs, cannot sufficiently express 
her gratitude for help rendered by this 
Society. She was formerly a lady's maid; 
but paralysis set in, ma.king her nearly 
helpless. She is now in a Home, e,nd par
tially supported by this Society, and so kept 
from destitntion. 

Mrs. H. for some weeks received help. 
The doctor thought her baby was born 
blind, but said it must go to the Eye Hos
pital, where it was received as out-patient_ 
This meant 2s. 6d. a week for at least seven 
weeks for a wome,n to take it ; the mother 
having already been le.id up five months. 
By the timely help of this Society e,nd other 
friends, the poor woman was greatly helped 
and comforted, and the child has now the 
sight of one eye restored. 

Mrs. --, a poor widow, and very old, 
tries to maintain herself by nursing. Un
fortunately, she contracted fever, which 
resulted in the death of one of her patients; 
she was obliged to isolate herself for a con
siderable time in the country before again 
venturing to resume her work. Her weekly 
rent in London accumulating all this time, 
she was naturally very much in e,rrears; 
bnt with the help of money from this 
Society she was freed from debt. She was 
very gre,teful for the aid afforded her. 

There are many other cases equally i!'• 
teresting and deserving, hut the above will 
show some of the work of the Society 
during the past year. This is the 42nd year 
of its existence ; and as this is a memorable 
year in many respectR, shall we not try an<l 
make it a Jubilee year in tit is w01·k? The 
committee will be glad to receive help 
either in the form of subscriptions or gifts 
of garments. The need is very great, hut 
much care is exercised that only the truly 
deserving are helped. All the app,ica1!ts 
are visited, and while relieving their bodily 
wan ta, many of the visitors are greatly 
cheered bf the simplicity of thei~ fa1th1 and 
their gratitude to God for the ~md friends 
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raised up on their behalf. Contributions 
will be gratefully received by Miss Iluswell 
32, Stockwell Park Roe.cl, S. W. ' 

"JoIIN PwuonMAN" OoBPEL TEM
PEJUNCE Socrn·rY.-On_ Wcdnesd<ty eveninr1, 
,Apnl 7, a. epec1a.l !""eetmg was held in the 
Tnberne.cle, a.t wtucb a very la.rge e.udienco 
BJ!Sembied. Pastor T:"omas Spurgeon pre
sided, and after praymg for a blessing on 
the go.tbering, gave a most cordial welcome 
to the lecturer, Re.wei, the Maori evan,,elist 
who delivered an exceedingly intcr:sting 
account of the Mo.orie, their manners and 
custom•, and the work which he and hie 
wife, Hine, hope to do o.mong them on their 
return. The dissolving - views, showing 
some of the beauties of New Zee.land 
scenery, aud specimens of the natives under 
various aspects, were both numerous e.nd 
brillia.nt_; while the_ hymns sung by Rawei 
in Maori e.nd English added to the plea.sure 
and profit of the evening's engagements. 
The lecturer did not omit to mention the 
evil influence of strong drink upon the 
natives. He is _a most e.ble _and worthy 
brother, _e.nd strikes us a.s bemg specially 
adapted to the service to which he is 
returning. Many in Engle.nd who have 
beard him speak e.nd sing the gospel will 
pray the Lord very richly to bless him to 
the conversion of multitudes of his own 
people. 

CoLLEGE.-Mr. A. J'. Payne has left 
Peterbea.d, and tii,ken charge of the new 
work at Earlsfield; and Mr. C. E. Stone of 
Middlesbrough, has become pe.stor of ibe 
Union Church at Castle Street, Luton. 

The principal event this month is the 
Tent!, .Annual Conference of the Pastors' 
College Evangelical .Association to be held 
in tlie week commencing May 3. Will our 
re~~ers pray for e. blessing on all the 
=sters and students who will be gathered 
together P The public meetings of the week 

will bo on the :Monday evening at the 
Shore<litch Tabe_rr,acle, .. ncl on M<,n<lay and 
Thurs<lay evenmgs at the Metropc,litan 
Tab~rnac_le. Pastor Thomas Spurgeou's 
pree1dent111,l a<ldreee, together with a report 
of the Conference, will (n,v.) appear in 
next month'e Magazine. 

CoLPORTAOE.-Tbe annual meeting of the 
Association will (n.v.) take place on Mondr, 11 
evening, May 31, in the Tabernacle, when 
we hope to have most of our colporteur• 
present, and •~me of them will give an 
account of their work. There is every 
reason to believe that the Report of the 
pa.et year's work will compare favourably 
with that of the previous twelve months 
both .•Pir!tually and financially. ' 

It 1e with great regret we have to mention 
the loss by death of one of our chief 
workers, Mr. Brooking, who for nearly 
twenty years bad served the Association 
faithfully e.nd well in the capacity of Trade 
Manager. The Master has now called him 
to higher eervice. 

All manner of projects have been started 
in commemoration of the Queen's "record 
reign." We should like to make the present 
year the best we have ever had· and with 
this object in view, we would ask all friends 
interested in the Colportage work to send a 
special donation for our General Fund 
which ie very low, and so enable us t~ 
mamtain our present number of men and 
to_ extend our borders by opening up' New 
D1str1cts where earnest labourers for the 
Lord might sow the good seed of the 
Kiugdom. 

All communications and contributions 
should be a,ld!essed, '' Secretary," Colport
age A~soc,ation, Temple Street, South
W11,I'k1 S.E. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle ·-
April 1, fourt~en. • 

jmstorn' ~ollegc, ~etropotitan @;nbenrnck 
~tatement of Receipts f•·om March 15th to April 14th, 1897. 

£ s. d. £ s. ,1. 
Pastor E. Ashton ... 0 ~6 Mrs. Yates 
Collected at Drummond 

0

Road 
0

Chap~i· Rl:'ader~ of Ti,e ch;istia;,·; per "Mess~~: 
0 10 ,; 

per Pastor H. A. Burleigh ... ..'. 9 0 0 Morgan e.nll Scott ... ... . .. 1 0 " The late Mr. W. -Casson, of Kihworth, Pastor ,v. Adams ... 0 5 u 
per Mr. A. Be.ires 2 0 0 Mr. Wilson ... 

W.:;;t:,g_ L. 
0

Gord~~ ::: ::: ::: 

l lU ,, 
0 2 6 Mr. J. Moser ltl 10 0 

Collection at Octwius Btl'eet Chapel 
0 6 0 Rev. Robert Shindi~r 0 G 

Miss E. E. Jones ... () 6 () 

Deptford, pet' l'a.stor D. Honour ' 0 14 0 Mr. W. Jones l () () 

Mr. W. H. Tyndall 10 0 0 Mr. M. H. Sutton:;; W,· J. A. Yoxall ... ::: ::: 
(I Ill " 0 10 6 llliss Adderley 1 0 ll 

Mas~r Hugh D. Brown, M.A . .. , ... 10 10 0 Auon. . .. u { () 

Hr. ames Batty ... ... ... . .. 1 0 0 Sir F•·ederick How~~~·d 2 2 " •ll'hnm Hill Buptist Church, per Ml', Dr. Alfred Fenninb'1! ::: ::: ::: 10 0 0 
Stuart l\111ler 

~:~r J. L. llem1~tt ... ... ... 
1 1 0 Oollection at Grovdands Charel, Rem!-
1 0 0 ing, p-r Po.~tor U. :\I. Huntt r _ .. 0 16 9 

'l' r W. A. Biss... ... ... ... 1 0 0 Thankotfcring for Prc::,idcut•~ v'.sit to 
ha~kolfel'ing for President's visit to Hll.l'tlepool ... 3 3 0 
Muldlesbrough, per r ... tor C. E. Mr. C. P. Arlow 5 5 0 
Stone ... ... 10 0 0 Pastor F. G. W hc~i~r 1 0 
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I'ort rollertfon ot Be.pti,rt. Chapel, Da.rt-
ford, per Pastor II. Spendelow 

J\h. J. La TonC'he ... ••• 
Mr. J. ll. <'risp .. , 
Mr. R J. lleocliff ... 
Mr.<. Faulconer, per p..,.~, J. A: Spur~ 

g'{"OD ... ... ... ... ••• 
Mis~ ~t.ecdman, per Past.or J. A. Spur-

geon ... 
Alr. F. L<-ete 

I'A81'0RS' COLLEGE, 

£ .. d. 
Mr. W. Edward• .. . 

1 10 0 Mr. J. V. Webb .. . 
0 0 (l Mr. J. Allder .. . 
1 0 0 Mro. E. A. Clllder ... ... . .. 
0 2 6 Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab.:-

Mar. 21 ... ... ... 6 rn 5 
50 0 0 ,, 28 2003 

April4 2003 
60 0 0 11 22 H O 

1 1 0 

£ •· d. 
26 0 O 

I O o 
1 1 O 

10 0 O 

69 7 11 
Dr. DunhR.r .. 
M~. Ch:trles Rurt,.':: 

2 2 0 --3 3 0 
Mr. 1111d Mn;. J. Mead 2 2 0 

£302 19 8 

~astors' ~allege ~hrniomtr}l issodation. 
Statement of Receipts j,·o,n .March 15th to .April l4tf,, 1897. 

£ s. d. 
Per Mrs. T. Spnrgeon :-

lllr. R. W. Harden ... 
J\Ir. Fuller ... 
i\lr,.. Ell,.·ood 
Miss Hooper ... 
Pastor T. :ipurgeon 

l\Irs. H. Thomas 
W".S. 
H. Mrs. 
E.P.H. 
l\Ir. Coi< 
L.C. ... ... . .. 
lllr. F. Thompson ... 
l\Ir. Gwillim ... 

1 1 0 
0 6 0 
4 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 

From Sunday-school at Our Own 
Mission, Gee Street, per Miss Ma.dell 

An afB.icted Missionary in India ... 
Proceeds of lecture in College Building 

by Pastor W. Willia.ms -• ... 
Collected by Mis, I. Mundy 
Collected by Miss M. Barratt 
Collected by Mrs. Butler 
Collected by Mrs. Sjblom 
Collected by Mrs. 0. Taylor ... . .. 
Collected by Miss M. Bartlett from 

Snnday-echool CIBas ... 
Collected by Miss A. Kirby •.• 
C-<>llected by Mr. F. Malling ••• 
Collected b)>Mr. W. Vincent .. . 
Collected by Mr. Alfred Grose .. . 
Collected by Mrs. NenUe ... 
Collected by Mrs. M. L. Smith... 
Collected b¥ Miss L. Bn•well ... 
Collected by Mi"" I. Blackman 
Collected b¥ Miss A. Bl2.ckman 
C.ollecW b,- l\Ir. F. Fuller 
Collecr,,a Lj- ll rs. !;aper ·-
Col ;ected Ly Mrs. Laurie 
C(Jllectt d L~ ~lies JJ ancock 
Coll<-etkd by Mrs. Ely 
CollccU:d u;- lliss Pd.Ttington 
Collected 1.,,- Mrs. Ma--0n 
CoLieckd 1.,,- Miss S. Tesh 
Collecu-d IJ}? nrr .... Holm~n 

7 9 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 

0 6 0 
1 2 0 

5 15 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 3 
0 11 0 
0 8 3 
0 12 6 

Collected by Mn. Brazil... ... 
Collected by Mr. J. W. Harrald 
Collected by Miss Snowden ... 
Collected by Mn. Knowlden .. . 
Collecte<l by Miss Scudder ... .. . 
Collected by Mn. Akers ... ... .. . 
Collected by Misse1 Pearce and Permain 
Collected by Mrs. Harvie 
Collected by Mr. Johnson 
Collected by Mrs. Hill ... 
Collected by Mrs. Miller .. . 
Collected by Miss Baker .. . 
Collected by Miss L. Wood 
Collected by Mrs. Newman 
Collected by Mrs. Westbrook 
Collected by Mrs. Obom ... 
Collected by Miss Elliott 
Collected by Mrs. Vanner 
Collected by Mrs. Howard 
Collected by Miss Cope ... 
Collected by Mn. Watts... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Thomas Spurgeon ... 
Collected by Miss Silverside •.• . .. 
Collected by Miss Swain ... 
Collected by Miss Weekes ... 
Collected by Mrs. T. S. Robson 
Collected by Miss Strngne'll ... 
Collected by Miss Strugnell's Class 
Collected by Mrs. Gibson ... 
Collected by Mr. A. Johnson ... 
Collected by Miss F. Goddard .. . 
Collected by l\Ir. D. Browning .. . 
Collected by Mr. M. Neate .. . 
Collected by Mr. C. J. Percy ... ... 
Collected by Master II. C. Atkinson ... 
Collected by Miss Davis ... 
Collected by Mrs. Gardiner ... 
Collected by Miss Annie Brown 
Collected by Mn. Rouse... ... 
Collected by llfr. C. Browning ... 
Collected by Mr. G. Thomnson 
Collected by I\Ii.ss F. M. Harrald 
Collected by Rev. W. T. Soper.. . .. 
"For Christ's Sake," per Mrs. C. H. 

Spurgeon ... 

£ s. d. 
0 H 4 
111 1 
0 11 6 
0 6 8 
0 6 1 
0 10 0 
1 a a 
0 9 4 
0 6 4 
0 110 
0 3 11 
0 7 0 
0 2 6 
0 12 0 
0 10 6 
0 4 8 
0 ~ 9 
0 13 6 
0 11 11 
0 11 0 
0 7 3 
0 14 2 
0 7 2 
0 6 5 
0 6 0 
0 4 1 
0 0 4 
0 3 11 
0 1 0 
0 0 4 
0 0 2 
0 2 2 
0 2 7 
0 16 3 
0 2 7 
0 2 4 
0 3 3 
0 7 6 
0 12 3 
0 1 8 
0 5 2 
0 8 4 
0 4 1 

0 2 6 
Collected by !lfrs. S. G1ub ,us .. . 
Collected Ly !l!iss lJnderwood .. . 

0 6 9 
0 2 6 
0 12 0 
0 7 9 
0 6 0 
0 3 7 
0 4 5 
3 13 6 
0 10 2 
0 6 7 
0 2 9 
0 10 3 
0 2 6 
0 4 7 
0 10 6 
0 8 0 
0 5 5 
0 4 8 
0 14 2 
0 3 3 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 

£47 1 10 
Collected by Alr. H. Beeken 

~pnr£ctnrn' Q9r~lnm lome, jtorhwdl @r~lnmngt. 
Statement of Receipts f,·om March 15th to .April 14th, 1897. 

Collected by Mr. J. Jackson ... 
Collected bv ~Jr. C. H. Jackson 
Collected J.,y Mrs. Hensby 
Collect,,d by Miss L. Collis .. . 
Collected by Mrs. 6. L. Blake .. . 

£ •· d. 
0 9 0 
0 11 0 
0 7 6 
0 9 0 
0 7 6 

Mrs. Butcher ... . .. 
.Mr. and Mn W. Woolidge 
Mrs. T. R~yne• ... . .. 
Collecletl by Mrs. E. Straw 
Collected by Mrs. Longshaw 

£ s. d. 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 5 0 
0 6 0 
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£ •· d. 
C Heated by Mn. B. A. Ackhmd o 16 o 
C~lleoted by Mi•• Pocock .. • 1 O O 
Collected by M1·. 0. Tolley ... 1 o 0 
Collected by Mr. O. tlpooner O 4 0 
eollcoted by Mrs. Weeks O 6 O 
Collected by JIii•• };, Morg,m O 1 O 
Collected by Mi•• L._Wilkins 0 8 6 
Collected by M~s. li1lher . ... O 2 6 
Collected by M,ss E. H 1Lrr1son ... 0 6 8 
Collected by Miss C. M. Didewell O 8 6 
post.a.I order, Morley, Yorke. ... 0 6 0 
Collected by Mr. G. IVH!oughby O 10 6

6 Collected by Mrs. Hosluns ... 0 4 
Collected by Miss Vai•y Bond .. . 0 15 6 
Collected by Miss A. Godfrey ... 0 7 0 
Collected by Mrs. E. Luxford •.•.•. O 8 O 
Jlii•s A. Cowles o o o 
A friend ... 20 0 0 
Mrs, Nicholson ... ... ... . ... 100 0 0 
The a uardia.ns Hemel Hempated Uruon 

(r, J. Watson) .. . 
J.E.F, :,;. ... ... .. •. 
Collected by Mr. R. F. Lems ... 
Collected by lllrs. R. Freestone 
Collected by Mr.. Beard... ... 
Collected by Mrs. Fox ... 
Collected by Miss Slipper 
Collected by Mrs. L. Pilgrim 
Collected by llliss Sampson 
Collected by Mrs. Perry ... 
Collected by Miss D. Martin 
Collected by Mr. H. Letch 
Collected by Mr. J, LP.tch 
Collected by Miss C. Iles 
Mrs. L;iyzell ... 
• 1 Postmen's pence" 
MissM. Hall 
:Mr!i. (footling 
J\Irs. E. Hogg 
J\fr. A. Wilson ... .,', 
Collected by Mr. S. C. White 
Collected by J\liss L. Austin 
Collected by Miss J. Potter 
Collected by Miss E. Trill 
Collected bv Mrs. Tatten 
Collected by Miss E. Wilkins ... ... 
Readers of The Chrntian, per Messrs. 

Morgan and Scott .. . .. . 
.Messrs. W1 Runcima.n a.nd Co .. .. 
A.R.T. ... ... ... .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Dyke ... .. . 
The late M,:. W. Casson, per Mr. A. 

Baines ... ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss E. G. Comber 
Mr. C. Ibberson ... 
J.B. C. .. . 
W.H.W ......... . 
Collected by Mrs. Hawgood 
Mr. W. Hoff ... . .. 
Mr. A. W. An<ien ... ... 
Collected by Mrs. Howthorne 
Mr. Ll. P. Hoff ... .. . 
Mr. R. Paterson ... ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss A. Green ... . .. 
Mrs. Durgess·s Dible-cl1Lss at Orpha.ne.ge 
Collected by ~liss D. Suthel'ia.nd 
Mr~. Patter:sou .. , ... . .. 
Get trude, u In answer to prayer" 
Mrs. N. Sparrow ... ... ... ... 
T~vnle}'.' Street Mission, per Mr. 

omk1ns ... ... ... . .. 
llirs. Jarry, per Miss E. York 
Mr. Geo. Wood ... . .. 
!Stamps, Camherwell ... 
Collected l,y M ra. Vincent 
Mr. W. H. Tynuall 
lilt-,. A. Mark ram ... 
Mr. J. llnoper ... .. . 
Po•tal orders, Huddersfleld 
Collected by Mra. Hoyles 
Collected by Miso F. llo.l,er 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 
0 16 3 
0 7 0 
0 13 0 
0 6 6 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 4 0 
O 1 
0 2 9 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 6 
O 2 6 
0 8 0 
a a o 
0 2 6 
l l 0 
l O 0 
0 H 0 
0 B 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 6 
0 5 0 
1 9 1 

18 2 0 
20 0 0 
O 7 6 
1 5 0 

1 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 3 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 4 6 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
0 16 0 
0 2 6 
0 7 6 
0 9 0 
0 11 0 
0 10 3 
0 4 0 
O 5 0 
0 10 0 

0 11 8 
0 2 6 
0 2 8 
0 l O 
0 13 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 7 

Mr. J. Bal1,mUne ... ... . .. 
Colkctf'd hy Mis~ JC A. Legg .. . 
Mr. J. ltiloy ... ... .. . 
Mr~. E. Stockman .. . 
A friend ... 
Mi~!"i I. Wornr:?11 ... 
Mr~. W. L. J•;wart .. 
Mr. '.f. Trmmson 
Mr.<. Uridgc 
Mrs. F.. A~ton 

£ F!. rl. 
" r, () 
0 7 l 
0 l 0 
0 12 0 

10 0 0 

l\Ir. W. Mctckie ... ... • .. 
Mr. D. Lnnd, per Messrd. PMsmo~-~ 

0 10 0 
2 i 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
l I 0 
0 2 0 

and Alab!\Hter . . . . .. 
Collected by Mr. F. BILldwin ... 
Mrs. G .. J. Otter ... 
Mrs. ll. Ker.vil . _. . .. 
Dr. W. J. Vau Someren ... 
W.H.B ....... 
Miss E. Waterhouse 
Mr. R. Finln.y~on ... 
Miss L. M. Walker 
Miss Roberts 
J\Ir. W. Fyson 
Stamps, Rochester 
l!tlr~. S. J. J ol..ini:ion 
l\1i:ss Greg:: . . . . .. 
Mr. and ::Hrs. John Mead 
Mr. and 1\.1rs. ',Vm. Ilorton 
Mr. David Cnle 
Miss Cousin ... 
Mr. W. B. Hackett 
Jl,fao. D. Gunter .. . 
Mr. W. Munday ... ... . .. 
Collected bv Miss A. E!oloman ... 
Mr. E. P. Morris ... 
:h-lrs. D Summerville 
A Somerleyton friend 
.Mrs. DOWl:::iOil . •• . .• 
Mr. and .\lrs. J. Twaites ... 
Mr. John Moser ... 
.Mr. Samuel Jarvis ... .. 
The Dowager La.dy Abercromby 
lllr. James Wilson ... 
Stamps, Market Ilarborough 
Miss D. Leng ... , .. 
Collected by Master J. Hicks 
Mrs. Fursdon 
Miss II{. Earl 
W.P. .. ......... . 
Orphanage box <Lt Tabernacle gates 
Mr. Farley's box ... 
Sandwich, per Ha.nkel"S ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Willio.mson ... 
Dr. A. Fennings .. . 
Mrs. E.W . .Bell .. . 
Mrs. Ya.tea ... 
Mr. a.nd Mrs. G. Fairfield 
Mr. C. Hooper 
Mr. G. Shaw 
Mrs. P.A. Bonnetto 
Stamps-Ross 
Mr. P. Norman 
Mr. E. Reynolds 
MissF. Ho.ll 
F.J .... 
''Bessie" ... 
Mr. H. Crees ... 

r.:.: '};;~\i':mams ::: ... 
Mrs. 11nd Mi,,. F. M. Ra.y 

0 5 0 
0 11) 6 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
5 5 
1 0 
2 0 
0 lJ 
l 0 
0 10 
0 10 
0 0 
0 2 
0 1 
4 4 
1 1 
1 1 
0 10 
0 JO 
0 5 
0 6 
2 11 
1 1 
0 10 
0 2 
1 l 
0 5 

10 10 
1 1 
l 1 
0 10 
0 1 
0 2 
0 16 
0 1 
0 10 
0 10 
0 5 
4 17 
1 1 

... 1 0 
... 100 0 

1 0 
0 10 
0 5 
0 5 
2 0 
1 I 
0 5 
0 5 
0 2 
0 6 
l 0 
6 6 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
6 
0 
() 
() 
() 

6 
0-
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
O· 
0 
0 
0 
0 
() 

6 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

2 :! 0 

F.<!., per P.H. ... ... ... ... 
Mr. W. Davies, per Messrs. J. Wheeler 

0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 0 
0 10 0 

Bennett and Co. 
Mr. J.B. Meredith ... ... 
Miss E. Taylor, per Mr. F. C. Neve 
J\Ir. E. L. Si1npson 
Mr. D. Campbell 
J\lrs. II. Goodilf 
l,'. G.... . .. 
Mr. S. C. Knight 
Mios Brown ... 

45 0 0 
0 

0 0 10 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
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T.R. ... . .. 
lllrs. l\£illor ... .. ... 
Colleoto<l hy Mrs. R. C. Allen ... 
l\lt•s.-.:1~. W. C. ,lar\'is and Sons ..• 
Coll<-<·ted hy Misa J,)tzge1"Rld 
Mr. C. ,,~alt<'r ... . .. 
For Jesus' ~ake ... 
Mr . .S. I-I. Pt'rriR.ID ... 
Mr. C. Pinnell 
lllr. J. ,vilson 
Stamps, rutner 
'llr. S. A<lmRns 
T. Ilnyhnll ... ... . .. 
Post«\ order, Whit.st.~ble 
Mr. G. Middlet.on ... ... 
Mr. W. LR.\l"l-ie 
Miss M. PRrker ... ... 

Per Mr. G. H. Melt.on:
Mr. FillenhRm's bo1: 
Mr. G. H. Melt.on ... 
Mi.,; Melt.on-. ... ... 
ChmtmRS dinner collection 

llfi"" He.ms .. . ... .. . 
Andre..- Rnd )fargaret Roger 
Mr. W. J. Eldridge ... 
W.J.S. • .. 
Mr. J. Foulkes 
:!l[r. Georµ'e Gray 
Mrs. Kni-,ht ... 
Mrs. Groves... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bla.nd 
Mrs. Panter... . .. 
.. Golden wedding·" 
lllrs. J. J. Da,-ies ... 
A country minister 
Mrs. Gearing 
F. G. D. ... ... 
:Mr. R. E. Whitehead 
Statups, Grantb..a.m 
A child of God 
Mr. He.rtswell 
Mr. W. J. Cole ... 
Mrs. M. A. Stringer 
Mrs. J. J. Monk ... 
Mrs. G. A. Bond ... 
Wyddg-rug ... ... ... 
JI&. and Mr,;. J. W. Moore 

Per ll!rs. C. H. Spurgeon :-
Rochford ... ... . .. 
Mrs. E. S. Holmes .. . 
JI&. Ja.mes Hill 

0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 

0 10 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 

Orphan girls' collecting cards : -
A. GriJ:liths ... o 1 6 
E. Cracknell... 0 5 0 
.K. Colliw, ... 0 4 0 

BlackthomBtreet Sanday-school, Bow, 
per Mr. R. F. Weason ... ... 

:Rosebery Park Baptist Sunday-school, 
1-'oketdown, per Mr. G. Toma ... 

Y. \\".C.E., Victoria BaptlBt Chapel, 
Deal, per Miss F. Pledge ... ... 

Cranford Ba.ptiot ciunday-school, per 
Mr. A. Bm1tb ... ... ... . .. 

Par,on• Heatb SundRy-achool, Col-
ch•·,ter, per l1r. H. Letch ••• . .. 

Lowel' l:laptist SWlday-school, Ches-
bam, per 111.r. W. }<'. Be.teH ... 

Batter•ea Baptist Chapel Sunday-
scl.iool, per .Mr. G. J. Rowley... . .. 

£ •· d. 
0 o 0 
0 o 0 
0 6 0 
1 II 0 
1 2 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 1 0 
l 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
l O 0 

1 1 0 
0 2 6 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 6 6 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 

10 0 0 
0 1 6 
0 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
2 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 7 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 6 

1 12 6 

0 10 6 

l 0 0 

1 7 6 

1 15 8 

0 15 6 

0 16 4 

1 5 6 

1 0 
:Metropolitan Tabernacle Bunday

school, Young Chrurt.iaos· Missionary 
Union, per Mr. E. J. Wigney ... 10 10 0 

Ea.,t Hill, Wandsworth, Baptist Sun
day-•chool, per Mr. S. Saunders ... 

Lockeruie Mi>.aion Hall Sabba.th-
sdH,,,l, per Mr. J. Laidlaw ... .. . 

Lordsl>ip Lane Baptiat Sunday-school, 
per Mr . .I<:. Oarey, fo1· 1896 and 1897 ... 

1 0 0 

0 10 0 

4 4 0 

Tenohrra and Scholars Ritilway l\Iis- £ "- d, 
FJon SnnltAy-s_chool1 ,"1-est llrom11ton, 
pet· Mr. (hlod,u:t... .. . 1 

Executors of the !11te Mr ... Wm: 
Mathewson . .. .. . ,,. ... 00 o 0 Executors of the l1Lte Miss Fe.nny 
Spe1t1·s ... .. . ... ... ... 452 11 7 ~xrcuto,-. nf the l1tte Mr •. Phml>e S<ed 200 o 0 

1" om the Est..te of the !1Lte MiBS a. I. 
~n1all ... ... ... . .. 
For new desks in Boys' Schools:-

Mr. S. Patl'iok ... 1 4 6 
Mrs. A. :!hea.1·ma.n... 1 4 6 
lllr. Do.vid Cule ... 1 4 6 
Ml·. P. Rumney 2 9 o 
H, C., Colorado, per 

Spurgeon .. , ... 
Pastor Thos. 

Meaings by Mr. Charlesworth a11d l1L8 
Orphanage Choi,-:-

Abbey Street Baptist Cha.pel, Ber-
mondsey ... ... ... ... . .. 

Chatsworth . Roa.d Baptist Chapel, 
Nor\\•ood ... ... ... ..• . .. 

Conference Ha.II, Mildma.y Park 
Colonel J. T. Morton ... ... ... 
Croydon Blue Ribbon Gospel Tem-

pel'a.nce U oion . .. . . . . . . . .. 
H1L1'iow 
Wisbech 

Collecting Bou,,:
Bs.rnden, Mrs. . .. 
Batcllelor, Miss R. .. . 
Beament, MlBS E ... . 
Belben, Miss .. . 
Belleine, Miss C. . .. 
Helleine, l\liss M .... 
Bell, 11-1 a,,tcl' E. 
Blandford, lllra. 
Bliss, Miss ... 
Boswell, Mt'B. 
Down, Ma.ster C. 
Dowu, Miss ... 
Butler, Mrs. 
Burleigh, lt1rs. 
Burn, .\ir, ... . .. 
Burt, Miss E. M . ... 
Hutt, .Mi.~s ... 
Butt, Miss D. 
Carter, M.iBB ... 
Claridge, Miss J. 
Colley, Mr.... ... ... 
Cooper, M •• B. ... . .. 
Cooper's Stores, Limited ... 
Comish, Mre: 
Cox, Mr. H. 0 . 
Crowder, Iw.·s. 
Culley, Miss F. . .. 
Denwsb, Master A. 
Dobson, M1Bs B. 
Dobt1on, Mr. . .. 
Eldridge, Master H. 
Elhott, llliaa ... 
Everett, Mrs., and Bon 
.l<'1eld, llJ.is• ... ... 
Field, Mr• ... . 
Fisher, Mr. H. 
Fletcher, Mi•• G. 
Forwa.rd, Miss G ... . 
FriBby, Muster J ... . 
George, .Ma-it.er E .. .. 
Good win, Miss ... • 
Gl'ilfiLhd a.nd York, the 

Misses ... 
Grimes, Mrs. 
<iroee, Mw,t.,r A . ... 
Ha.II, Miss A, 
liiJ.rt1 Mr• .... 
Hewitt, ~Ii•• 
Herring, Jl!aster 

0 17 4 
0 3 2 
o a s 
0 2 10 
0 2 3 
0 3 6 
0 18 6 
0 6 9 
0 2 9 
1 8 0 
0 11 6 
0 12 5 
0 18 0 
0 6 0 
0 ·2 9 
0 1 3 
0 3 9 
0 2 10 
0 16 1 
0 1 0 
0 11 0 
0 1 4 
119 8 
0 4 8 
0 6 6 
0 9 4 
0 6 4 
0 6 10 
0 3 6 
0 14 3 
0 9 5 
0 4 6 
0 6 0 
o a 10 
0 3 6 
0 16 3 
0 2 4 
0 8 8 
1 13 7 
0 S 2 
0 4 8 

0 2 2 
0 6 9 
0 6 4 
0 1 2 
0 2 11 
0 2 6 
0 2 !I 

0 16 10 

8 2 6 

26 0 0 

2 10 

9 14 1 
8 9 8 
1 0 0 

2 10 0 
12 19 9 
1 8 9 
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Jiertzell, 1\h-i:1. ••• 
)Io\hi.mlB, MiRR E •... 
IIowLon, l\li11s M. , .. 
Uoyle, i\liHB A. •·• 
JB(l11,CS, l\[ i~tt E~- J • , " 
J n.oolls, I\[ IAH _E. 
.JewhurAt, i\'l~s-4 
JoltU!-!ton, Miss 
Kington, Mn~. 
L[Lkc, Master A. 
1.iee. Mrs. -·· 
Luclchurst, Mrs. 
)ladder, Mrs. 
Mu.dell, M1fls 
l\fa-llisun, Mrs. 
:McGregor, l\frs. 
Mi<ldlcLon, Mr:!. . .. 
Moore. Mrs. D. H .... 
:Moore, Miss E. ~ ..• 
Morris, ?Jastel' S. W. 
J\'.[organ, Mrs. I. ... .. · 
Mills, Mr. Walter (shop 

box) ... 
Newbery, Mi's. 
New, Master C. 
Newton. Mrs. 
Older, Mr. ... ... ... 
Parker, Master E. and 

MissP. 
p,~lmer, Miss 
1)atmer. Mrs. 
Pankhurst, Mrs. ... 
Parker, Master H .... 
Payne, Miss ... 
Payne. Mrs.... ... 
Perrin, Miss E. . .. 
Pierson, l\laster F •.,, 
Plummer, Miss N •..• 
Uandall, Mrs. 
llandall, Miss L. 

£ s. d. 
0 4 6 
0 G 0 
0 1 9 
0 :J 3 
0 1 4 
0 1 1 
0 8 9 
0 17 3 
0 4 9 
0 3 4 

•. U 1 Ii 
0 13 6 
0 3 0 
0 5 6 
ll 1 5 
0 3 5 
0 3 1 
0 4 6 
0 5 0 
0 16 8 
0 7 0 

1 16 6 
0 10 0 
l 10 11 
0 2 7 
O 14 8 

0 2 9 
1 1 1 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 1 3 
0 7 2 
0 9 6 
0 1 1 
0 2 S 
0 9 6 
0 S 7 
0 3 3 

lticho.rdson, Mn,. H. G. 
H.obcrts, Master A. 
Hol,inR, Mrs. S. 
H.op(!r. Mrs .... 
Hu:-1_o(i:'ll, Mr~. 
8hotton, 0'1h1e 
8il1cy, Mrs ... 
8rnith, Mllster T. 
Smith, Miss K. 
Stapely, Mr .... 
Stevenson, Mrs. . .. 
Sutton, Master T .. .. 
Taylor, hUss .. . 
Tompkins, Miss H. 
Verney, Miss ll. . .. 
Wat~ou, )lrs. . .. 
Whittington, Ma~ter S. 
,v,lloug-hby, Mia., H. 
Young, )1r:s. 
Yoll.llg, Master W. 
lloxes under ls. 

Collecting lJooks :
Barrett, Mr. H. ... 
Brown, Miss J. H •... 
Charles, Miss F. B. 
Coleman, M.r. 
J ephs, Mias . .. .. . 
Nance, Master J ... . 
Noble, Mrs, ... 

nonations :-
,, In me~ory of T. Green-

wood ... .. 
Mr. B. I. Greenwood 
Mrs. lianda.U 

£ •· d. £ •· d. 
0 H 3 
0 1 2 
0 7 1 
0 5 6 
0 3 11 
0 l ij 

0 < 2 
o ll 6 
0 1 2 
1 q 0 
0 10 6 
0 1 
0 1 0 
0 i 0 
0 H 3 
0 3 ; 
0 7 2 
0 8 11 
0 2 0 
0 1 3 
0 1 2 

5 5 0 
0 Jcj 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 18 0 
0 4 11 
0 6 6 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 
0 10 0 

39 18 2 

8 2 11 

20 10 0 

£1,394 18 0 

List of Presents f1'Dm Jfa,·ch 15th to ~pril 14th, 1897,-PRDVISIONS :-1 New Zeo.lo.nd Sheep, 
Sir A. Sea.le He.olam; 1 Large Ca.ke, Miss Dawson; 28 lbs. Bacon, J. H.; 18:1 lbs. Grapes, Mr. A. 
William. • 

Bors' CLOTHING :-11 Articles, The Ladies' Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per 
:Miss Higgs; 4 pairs Socks, the Servants of the late Mr. J. Colman, of Croydon, per Miss Button. 

GIRLS' CL0-ru1xo :-12 pairs Gloves, Miss 0. Selfe i 27 articles, The Ladies' \Vorking i\Ieeting, 
Metropolitan Taberoa.cle, per Miss Higgs; 17 Articles, Mi~s E. B. Robi.Jlson; 4 Article~. J. D., 
Clapham; 27 Straw Hats, Messrs. J. S. Harman & Son; 47 Garments, The Chea.w._ Baptist ~rkino
Societ.y, per Mrs. E. Cox; 14 Go.rments, Mrs. Rabbeth; 7 Articles, the Servants of the late lli~ 
J. Colman, of Croydon, per Miss Hutton. 

GE:-.EllAI, :-7 lb.s. Orass Seed, Messrs. Sutton & Sons; 1 box Flowers. Miss E. Moore; 1 box. Toys, 
Mrs. Hahbeth; 12 gro:-;s i\la.tcbes, Mr. Edwards; 13 Dolls, The Young Women's Bible Class, 
W1:1rwick StrePt Baptist Sunday-school, Leamington, per Miss E. Varley; 1 box Ftl.IlC\" Goods, Mrs. 
Hunt; 1 pa,cel Worn CloLhing, Mrs. H. Woolland; 7 Texts on Porcelain, a qua.ntity of Magazines, 
2 pairs lloots, I p&ir Shoes, 42 Set·v&nts' Caps, per Mrs,J,A. Spurgeon; 11 Large Enguvmgs (10 
Dore's, 1 Long's), Mr. Cha,. Maclean. 

~oli)ortagc ~frnocintion. 
State1118"t of Receipts /1'0111 March 15th to Aprit 14th, 1897. 

Subscriptions and Donations/or Districts: -

8outhem Baptist Association ... ... 
Stow and Aston, per Mr. J. Reynolds 
Evesham, per Mr. Wm. Ashley ... 
Devonport, per Mr. W. Hawke• ... 
Great Totha.m, per Pastor H.J. Harvey 
Melkshc.m, per Mrs. H. Keevil... . .. 
Cowling Hill, per PW1tor E. R. Lewis ... 
'l'bornbury, per Mrs. 8. 'fa.ylor ... 
llomc Counties Baptist Asaocia.tion 
Corton, per Mr. T. Harris 
lladleigh, per Mr. J. G. Stow ... 
llaI"row, per Mr. 8. H. Harwood 
)[aldon, per Pastor C. D. Gooding 

£ s. d. 
60 0 0 
10 O 0 
7 10 0 

11 6 0 
10 0 0 
11 6 0 
10 0 0 
7 10 0 

20 0 0 
11 5 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
3 16 0 

£ s. d. 
Catford and Forest Hill, per llr. J. G. 

Priestley ... 5 0 0 

£167 10 0 

Subscriptions ana Do11atious to the 
Gtmeral Ji~uud :-

Mr. E. Harker ... ... ... ... 
A friend, for purchase of President's 

new isisuc of Sermons , .. 
Mr. J. A. Yoxall ... 
Mr. ,lus. B11tty . .. .. . . .. 
Ileade1'8 of The Christian, per Messrs. 

Morgan a.nd Scott 

£ s. d. 
1 1 0 

2 5 0 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 

-1 0 6 



PASTORS' COLLEGE SOOJETY OF EVANOELtSTS. 

.Anmu1i S?tb,,;criptioru:-
Mi--~ Potttt" .. ... ... 

£ •• d. I 1'1rs. Stevens 
l O 0 

Mr. E. Fitzg10rs.ld .. . 
Mr. and .M.i11. J. :!\lead 

l l 0 
2 2 0 

~oUcge jodctJJ off <!hnmgclfoht 
8/ateme,,t of Rece;pta from Ma,·ch 15th to .dprU 14th, 1897. 

Thankofl'ering for Mr. J. M. Smith'• 
serV1c.;os at Long Eaton, per Mr. \V. 
Woodforth ... ... ... . .. 

Reader., of Thr Christian, per Messrs. 
Morgan and Scott ... ... • .. 

£ s. d. 

5 l 1 

1 0 0 

£6 1 1 

£ •· cl. 
0 5 0 

£13 5 O 

~1'5. ~purgco-tt's Jund jor ®entral 'utfae in the 
]ford's ~orit. 

8/alemml of Receipts f•·om March 15th to .dpril 14th, 1897. 

J\Ir. and ll[rs. T. G. A., Croydon 
Mrs. Mott ... 
H. 0. N. . .. 
M~. M:umim:ton ... 
Jlli,s R. Dodwell 
F.G .... 
C.P. 

~tulah 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

For translations of sermons:-

0 7 O Mrs. Clarke (with 12s. for Book Fund) 
0 10 0 Miss Spliedt... ... ... ..: ... 
0 l 0 
0 S 0 
2 0 0 

~txhill-on- jen. 
Statement of Receipts from March 15th tu April 14th, 1897. 

A.mount previously acknowledged 
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" @ht ~utstion @nh " at " ffitcstmood." 
C. H. SPURGEON'S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS1 QUESTIONS, 

( Continued from page 209.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-In going to a new pa8lorate where 
there were no elders, what would be tlie best icay to appoint 
tliem,-by the pastoi·, or the deacons, or the church-members ? 

MR. SrURGEON's ANSWER. - ,v e cannot appoint any 
officer in the church ; the church must appoint its own 

officers. ·when I came to New Park Street, the chmch had deacons, 
17 
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but no elders; and I thought, from my study of the New Testament, 
that there should be both orders of officers. They are vory useful 
when we can get them,-the deacons to attend to all secular matters 
and the elders to devote themselves to the spiritual part of the work'. 
this di,ision of labour supplies an outlet for two different sorts of 
talent, and allows two kinds of men to be serviceable to the church. 
As there were no elders at New Park Street, when I read and 
expounded the passages in the New Testament referring to elders, I 
used to say, " This is an order of Christian workers which appears to 
ha,e dropped out of existence. In apostolic times, they had both 
deacons and elders; but, somehow, the church has departed from this 
early custom. ,v e have one preaching elder,-that is, the Pastor,
and he is expected to perform all the duties of the eldership." One 
and another of the members began to enquire of me, "Ought not we, 
as a church, to have elders ? Cannot we elect some of our brethren who 
are qualified to fill the office ? " I answered that we had better not 
disturb the existing state of affairs; but some enthusiastic young men 
said that they would propose at the church-meeting that elders should 
be appointed, and ultimately we did appoint them with the unanimous 
consent of the members. I did not force the question upon them; I 
only showed them that it was Scriptural, and then of course they 
wanted to carry it into effect. 

My elders have been a great blessing to me; they are invaluable in 
looking after the spiritual interests of the church. The deacons have 
charge of the finance ; but if the elders meet with cases of poverty need
mg relief, we tell them to give some small sum, and then bring the 
case before the deacons. I was once the unseen witness of a little 
incident that greatly pleased me. I heard one of our elders say to a 
deacon, "I gave old Mrs. So-and-so ten shillings the other night." 
"That was very generous on your part," said the deacon. '' Oh, 
but ! " exclaimed the elder, "I want the money from the deacons." 
So the deacon asked, " What office do you hold, brother? " " Oh! '' 
he replied, "I see ; I have gone beyond my duty as an elder, so I'll 
pay the ten shillings myself ; I should not like the governor to hear 
that I had overstepped the mark." "No, no, my brother," said the 
deacon; "I'll give you the money, but don't make such a mistake 
another time." 

I am sure it is good to have two sets of brethren as officers of the 
church, instead of one set who have to do everything, and who often 
become the masters of the church, instead of the servants, as both 
deacons and elders should be. You cannot appoint these officers 
yourselves, brethren, nor can the deacons. You should_ t_alk the 
matter over first with the deacons, and then, if they are willing, you 
should go to the church, and mention the names of brethren who 
have alreadv proved their fitness for the work, and ask the members 
to elect the~. The very worst method of selection is to print the 
names of all the male members, and then vote for a certain number 
by ballot. I know of one case in which a very old man was within 
two or three votes of being elected simply because his name began 
with A, and therefore was put at the top of the list of candidates. 

11-
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Q.-b a minister justified in refusing to marry one of his members to 
an unconverted person ? 

A.-Yes, I should eay that he is. Such a case did happen with one 
of my predecessors at New Park Street ; he said to the young woman, 
,, No, Jane; I shall not marry you to John; I will have no share in 
your sin in marrying an ungodly man." Every minister ought to have 
sufficient moral courage to see the couple, and to talk very kindly but 
very firmly to them. After pointing out to them the teaching of the 
Scriptures concerning being unequally yoked together with unbelievers, 
and telling them of the misery that usually comes of disobedience to 
the apostolic command, I should say to them, " Since these are my 
convictions, you cannot expect me to take any part in such a marriage ; 
if you will insist upon going contrary to the Word of God, I should 
advise you to go to the Registrar's office; but I should recommend 
you to wait until you can marry 'in the Lord.' 

I had a young woman, who was a member of my church, and who 
said to me what they all say in such a case, "I know I shall bring 
him round to my way of thinking, and I shall never let him drag me 
down to his level." " Very well," I replied, " the next time he comes 
to see you, just try this little experiment. Ask him into the kitchen, 
tell him to stand on the floor while you stand on the table, and then see 
whether you can pull him up on to the table with you, or whether he 
can drag you down to the floor with him." She said at once, "Why, 
of course, he will pull me down!" "Yes,'' I answered, "and if you 
marry him while he is unconverted, he will drag you down to his own 
worldly level'' Alas! it all happened just as I foretold; and, years 
afterwards, the poor broken-hearted backslider came and told me her 
sad story, and begged to be taken into the church again. 

If one of your church-members wants you to marry her to an un
godly man, I should advise you at once to say, " No, I cannot do that ; 
I am willing to do anything that is for your good, but this is a matter 
in which I can take no part whatever." 

Q.-Is it advisable to allow ladies to speak in church-meetings? 

.A..-Well, that depends upon what the ladies may wish to say. Sup
pose there is a candidate before the church, and I know that one of the 
female members can testify to his Christian, character, I should not 
~esitate to say, "Our Sister Brown knows this young man ; would she 
~1ke to tell us anything about him ? " I think it would be most seemly 
if she should reply, "Yes, dear friends, he is a very admirable young 
man; I am especially grateful to him, for he has been the means of 
the conversion of my husband." It would be a very great pity for 
anybody beside Mrs. Brown to give such a testimony as that. I should 
say that it is right for ladies in our church-meetings to speak when 
they are spoken to in such a fashion as that; but when women get up 
to join in discussions after the manner of men, I think they had better 
hold their tongue. The apostolic rule is very clear : " Let your women 
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keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak." It is not merely in the congregations, but in the churches
the assemblies of the members-that they are to keep silence, so fe.r 
as teaching or usurping authority is concerned ; but with regard to 
answering questions or bearing testimony as to applicants for fellow
ship, they do that admirably. 

(To he continued.} 

~omcrning ~rtttln antl ~on1f tnffiottn. 
" J AM no opponent of confessions of faith. If a man tells you he 

'l"l'ill ha,e no creed or confession to stick to (nothing but the 
Bible), set him down for a heretic or an idiot, or both. He has a creed, 
if he is a Christian at all. And he will stick to it, if he walks in bhe 
Spirit, whether he is in the pulpit or society. Yes, sir, he has a creed 
if he is not a downright fool! Indeed, our greatest danger lies just 
here ; we have too much shortened our creed@, and forgotten our con
fessions, and ceased to preach the great doctrines. The doctrines are 
the great things, after all. One of our prominent men courts popularity 
by an occasional sneer at 'old dead orthodoxy,' as he calls it. He is 
doing injury to the cause of truth. The seeds of error which he is 
sowing will spring up by-and-by. If he does not become a heretic him
self, his admirers and followers will. He does not believe the West
minster Confession of Faith; and, in my opinion, if that were a standard 
now among our churches and ministers, as it was once, whoo the 
Catechism was taught in our schools, we should not have so many 
creedless ministers among us ignorantly working to undermine the great 
principles of the Rtformation, by sneering at 'old dead orthodoxy,' 
like the Rev. Dr. --. They haw the doctrines, sir. So, you see, I 
am not against systems and creeds ; but I want a minister to have a 
creed, and a heart, too. I want him to have a system; and then I want 
him to know that his system does not contain everythi'ng, and that he 
himself does not know everything. The Bible has a depth, and a 
richness, and an extent, too, in its meaning, which no human system 
can express. Preach your wxt, my son, your TEXT, right out, and not 
vonr system." 
• The above remarks occurred in a conversation at Brooklyn, New 
York, more than forty years ago. They came from a venerable brother 
who was then more than threescore and ten. They were almost pro
phetic; not only with regard to some portions of the United States,
New England, in particular,-but in relation to Great Britain, also, and 
to the Baptist denomination as well as to Congregationalists and PreR
byterians. " What the Spirit saith to the churches," will apply 
equally to the doctrines taught, and the conduct and character to be 
maintained. "Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works." Yes, the doctrines of grace must have their 
fitting place in our sermons and Sunday-school teaching, if men and 
wumen are to be trained in the truth, with a backbone, and a heart, and 
not be mere specimens of molluscous Christianity. 

R. S. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT THE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE 

PASTORS' COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, BY THE PRESIDENT, 

THOMAS SPURGEON. 

DEAR FRIENDS AND BROTHERS ALL,-with all my heart I 
thank you for yoUl' whole-hearted welcome ; and, if you will 

let me, I will return the compliment at once. Welcome, welcome, 
welcome ; thrice welcome to the Conference ! Welcome, from one 
year of mercy into another year of grace ! Welcome, from yoUl' own 
dear place of worship, and yo1ll' faithful flock, to yon grey, giant 
meeting-house, and to its chUl'ch, which is the mother of us all ! W el
come, from twelve months of earnest, honest toil, to four or five short 
days of sweet refreshing ! Welcome to the most successful among 
you, who have brought your sheaves with you, and are consequently 
rejoicing! Welcome to the depressed and down-hearted! May the 
very sparrows on the London housetops say, "Cheer up," to you! 
Welcome to the elder brethren, who, I trust, have none of the spirit 
of " the elder brother " in them ! Welcome also to those who are 
but girding on the harness ! " Welcome ! '' says the College, for it is 
always glad to see its old boys back beneath its roof. "Welcome ! " 
say the tutors, for are not they-I speak it with all reverence,
are not they old boys, too ? " Welcome ! '' say yo1ll' hosts and 
entertainers, for they have not yet grown tired of entertaining angels 
unawares. "Welcome!" say many who were not able to open to you 
their doors, but who have contributed very heartily towards the 
expenses of yoUl' coming. I have had little gifts from servant-maids, 
who sent a word of loving welcome to the servants of the Lord. 
And welcome, last, but not least in heartiness, from the President, 
who loves you well, and whose year of office is almost over, but who 
would fain have the keynote of his swan-song, " Welcome, welcome, 
welcome!" 

The object of OUl' gathering is, as you know, distinctly spiritual. 
We have not come hither to engage in commercial pUl'suits, nor to 
discuss educational questions, nor to express OUl' views on political 
subjects. We have come to pray and praise, to hear the gospel's 
joyful sound, and to build each other up in our most holy faith. Yet 
I think we may allow OUl'selves a little latitude on this occasion, in 
~he shape of a grateful passing reference to an event of national 
mterest,-the more so as it is quite impossible of repetition within the 
career of the youngest freshman amongst us. 

This is an annus mirabilis,-a wonderful year! In a few short 
weeks, OUl' sovereign lady, Queen Victoria, will have reached the 
sixtieth anniversary of her accession, and then she will have sat upon 
old England's throne a greater nlllllber of years than any other of our 
monarchs ; and, thank God, her reign has been stronger as well as 
longer than the rest! This is not the time, nor the place, to descant 
on the progress of her country, the p1ll'ity of her court, the prosperity 
of her commerce, and the compassion of her spirit. ..We praise our 
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God for all of these, and we pray with our whole souls that Heaven's 
own joy may fill the royal heart. I verily believe that she herself 
would ha,e us attribute all to Heaven, so I shall ask you, when you 
ha,e su~~ ~ verse of "God save the Queen!_" by way of prayer for 
her, to Joih m a verse of "Glory to God on lugh ! ''byway of praise 
to H11n. 

(The whole assembly at once rose, and very heartily sang the 
following verses:-

" God esve our gracious Queen, 
Long live our noble Queen, 

God eave the Queen ! 
Send her victorious, 
Hsppy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 

God save the Queen ! " 

" Glory to God on high ! 
Let earth snd skies reply, 

Praise ye His name : 
His love and grsce sdore, 
Who sll our sorrows bore, 
Sing slond evermore, 

Worthy the Lamb ! " 

The President then proceeded with his address, as follows:-) 

lrbe ~eailrn°tnarb ~ailina!!; or, \!ll \!long tbc iLinc. * 
A certain journalist, in giving his impressions of a service at the 

Metropolitan Tabernacle, described the dear old building as "of the 
railway-station order of architectuxe." I confess that, so far, I have 
failed to see the aptness of his comparison, and it is hardly worth our 
while to tarry to discover whether or no it was meant as a com
pliment. I only know that never was a building more suitable for 
its purpose than yonder hallowed House of Prayer. The order of its 
architectuxe matters little, if in it men can hear of J esu's mighty 
love. But the comparison set me a-thinking, and started a train of 
thought in which I want you also to travel. Of the previous 
occasions on which I have been privileged to address you, I can say, 
"I have used similitudes," and I feel disposed to do so still. Once, 
we "took shipping," and sailed the wide seas o'er; last year, we 
took poison,-or rather, some antidotes. What if this time we take 
a jouxney by rail, and go tripping up the line? We shall endeavoux 
to combine business with pleasuxe. There will be precept 1.l-pon 
precept as well as line upon line. 

Perchance, our churches are, or ought to be, more like railway
termini than even the reporter supposed. Maybe, there are signs in 
the signals, and side-lights in the sidings, and points in the switches, 
which we shall do well to observe. If our eyes are open, we may find 
illustrations all along the line. One has said, " There seems to be 
little poetry in a railway;'' and you may feel .inclined to add that 

* In preparing this address, I have been greatly helped by e. fa.seine.ting work entitled, 
"Our Railways," by J. PEMBLETON (2 vols., Cassell & Co.)-T. S. 
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there is likely to be loss religion, but wo may perhaps find both. 
Truth to toll, I did not dream of discovering any reference to railways 
in the Bible, till I read as follows from Palestine Re-peopled, by James 
N oil, M.A. :-" In Isa. lxvi. 19, 20, the word translated 'swift beasts' 
is confessedly obscure. It wuuld seem, from the natural derivation, to 
mean circles, or 'circles within circles,' and has by many been sup
posed to refer to railway trains. A very similar allusion is made in 
reference to the means of transport of the troops which shall be 
arrayed against restored Israel : ' Behold, they shall come with speed 
swiftly, . . . . their wheels like a whirlwind.' (Isa. v. 2fi -28. )" 
Some think they see, in the marvellous developments as to means of 
transit, a fulfilment of such predictions as : " Many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased." Even in the Congo country, 
the iron horse is coursing now. Would God it carried only that which 
comports with and helps to spread the knowledge of the true God ! 
Fire-arms and fire-water do much to neutralize the blessing that 
devoted missionaries bring ! 

I am encouraged in my attempt to cull some metaphors and lessons 
from railway matters by the reflection that many of our places of 
worship have been displaced by the great companies. I doubt not 
that ample monetary compensation was forthcoming ; but, still, I 
think they owe us something. Many a historic meeting-house has 
had notice to quit; and, once again, the Church of St. Mary Wool
noth is in danger of being removed in favour of a railway-station. 
One could hope it may be spared that fate. We are not enthusiasts 
over bricks and mortar, and consecrated edifices; but this is the place 
where John Newton, one of the sweetest of our singers, " a servant 
of slaves in Africa," proclaimed a jubilee to all the serfs of sin, and 
helped to pilot them to freedom's shore. 0 railways, spare thai 
church ! It is only fair to add that we have turned some railway 
premises into places of worship (at a reasonable rent, of course); 
indeed, if I mistake not, we have amongst us, at this present, several 
railway-arch bishops, and you will find, in this year's College Report, 
mention of the use of an old railway-carriage as a mission-room in 
Somersetshire. Moreover, some of our preachers have graduated 
from the locomotive workshops,-Hugh Stowell Brown being a notable 
example. Among the applicants for admission to the Pastors' College 
just now, are some railway men,-one of them being a spring-maker. 
He ought to be an acquisition to a church ;-many of them are wintry 
enough. Thank God that there are still found men who are willing 
to be Baptist ministers, though being so virtually involves a vow of 
poverty! Equally thankful should we be that the Pastors' College 
still welcomes those whose "advantages" are few, but who have 
already proved themselves workmen that need not to be ashamed. 

I must remind you, too, that there are some places of worship on 
the line. "The Bishop of Dakota goes through his diocese, wherever 
there is a railway track and no place of worship, in a travelling 
church, with altar, pulpit, font, and organ, and so spacious that it will 
seat 70 people.'' I think I could suggest a good way to increase the 
accommodation ;-dispense with the altar and the font ! What need 
of these is there in our churches? This one is clearly not on 



260 THE HEAYEN-WARD RAILWAY; OR1 ALL ALONG THE LINE. 

apostolic lines, whatever rails it travels on. The Baptists in America 
ha,e se,eral chapel-cars. These seat ntther more than iO persons, I 
presume. They bear such appropriate titles as " Evangel," " Good 
Will,'' and " Glad Tidings.'' The railroad companies side-track 
them at desire, and haul them free of charge. \Vhat wonder is it 
that the manager of one of them enthusiastically declared that "he 
felt as if he owned the whole railway system"? He was on his 
mettle, evidently. Thus the gospel runs, and is glorified. A worthy 
preacher once assured me that a reporter made him quote Acts viii. 29 
thus, " Go near, and join thyself to this cliapel." (Chapel for chariot.) 
Well, but, in some respects, a chapel is a chariot; at least it should be 
" a going concern," and alas ! there are al ways some to drag on 
behind. I find also that there is such a thing as "railway theology." 
It pertains to popular preachers who "have no opportunities for 
study, except what they ca.n make for themselves in railway car
riages.'' The journal from which I quote, adds:-" We have observed 
that the theology of railway carriages is the most dogmatic, intolerant, 
and excommunicating of all'' I confess that I was not a ware that there 
is an o,erplus of dogmatism nowadays. To 111,y thinking, the trumpet 
gives a none too certain sound ; and covenants, and creeds, and 
definite doctrines are-well, simply shunted I But then, I myself 
ha,e done a good deal of travelling lately! 

One other reason I have for connecting railway systems with our 
work for God. On the 13th of April last, I read in the morning 
paper that a certain lady, to whom I have the honour of being some
what closely related, did, the day before, cut the first sod of ground 
on which a Baptist Chapel is to be erected, and that she " made a 
graceful speech after the ceremony.'' It further stated that the lady 
afore-mentioned "was accompanied by her son.'' Now, when I tell 
you that the said son sits on my right hand, you will say, " God bless 
the elect lady, and her son, and the chapel that is to be!" But "cut
ting the first sod " is distinctly a railway ceremony. ls the Bexhill 
Baptist Chapel to be, like the Tabernacle, "of the railway-station order 
of architecture " ? Let us hope so of the church, if not of the chapel. 
It will be a depot doubtless, as the Yankees call their stations.
literally, a place where goods are stored. Milk, and wine, and meat, 
and bread will there be gathered. It will be a starting-place, as, 
thank God, all our chapels are, for the beet of journeys. I should 
not wonder if there is some " coupling" done there, too, of more than 
one description. Some will be married to the Lord, and others "in 
the Lord.." It will have a booking-hall, and platform, and rail, and 
"fire," and water, and, in consequence, steam. Let us hope that the 
turn-table of repentance will be in frequent use. The name of the 
station is, "Beulah," and it is to stand in memory of one-so dear to 
all of us,-who has already passed through on the up-line to the 
Celestial City. 

You already perceive how this subject lends itself to holy purposes. 
With God's help, we may profit much as we inspect the station, travel 
with the guard, ride in the coaches, walk up the six-foot-way, _and 
stand on the vibrating foot-plate. "Take your sea.ts, please; all right 
behind ?-then, right away I'' 
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Our churches, chapels, Sunday-schools, Bible-classes, and, indeed, 
every organization connected with Christian communities, ought to be 
setting-out placea for Heaven. For the commencement of this j0urney 
conversion is as necessary as is the ticket procured at the booking~ 
office,- -though it is by no means essential that the date should be so 
plainly stamped upon it. On some accounts, though, they are to be 
congratulated who can tell the glad details of their new birth,-the 
place, the day, the hour. Thus was it with John and Andrew:
" They came and saw where Jesus dwelt, and abode with Him that day: 
for it, was about the tenth hour." 0 happy, happy day! 0 ever
memorable hour! Is it not just as well that the ticket should be 
inspected occasionally ? Let us make our calling and election sure. 
Some stow their tickets away so safely that they cannot produce them 
on demand. Others are almost too anxious about the piece of card
board. The spiritual parallel of these we have with us always. 
There is no possible use in everlastingly calling in question our 
evidences, and overhauling our conversion ; equally unwise is it nerer 
to investigate them, and to resent the enquiries of those who virtually 
say, " Tickets, please." Our preaching ought to be of this " ticket
examining" sort occasionally, though it is far from being a popular 
style. Ours it is to be popular "with the superintendent," as the oft
used story has it. Before the train starts, we must be as sure as 
mortals can be that every passenger has his passport. Conversion
" old-fashioned conversion," as • someone styles it, should be a first 
essential to membership ; and on our section of the line, Believers' 
Baptism is part and parcel of it ; it is the confession with the mouth 
which Paul couples with the confidence of the heart. 

And when we are booking, let us ask for a through ticket. Who 
would think of leaping out at each fresh stopping-place to take ticket 
for the next ? Yet some attempt to travel Heavenward after some 
such fashion. " One step's enough for me," they say, thus wresting 
a precious truth to their own discomfort, and delay. 

The platform of the railway-station tempts me to say a word about 
pulpit versus platform in our meeting-houses. I am disposed to agree 
with the saying that it is one sign of the Divine authority of preaching 
that it has survived the use of the egg-cups, and swallows' nests, and 
pill-boxes, which so long did duty as coigns of vantage for sounding 
forth the Word of Life. A few remain unto this day, as I know to 
my cost. What abominations they are, to be sure ! They were 
designed, I fancy, to foster the notion that the parsons are scarcely of 
the same flesh and blood as the persons who occupy the pews. He is 
a cut-or two-above them. He stands alone. He must, moreover, 
be carefully fastened in with bolted doors. lest there should seem to 
be anything in common 'twixt him and the congregation, and he 
must stand quietly, just so, the whole time, his arms also being pre
vented from undue movement by the ecclesiastical gas-standards to 
his immediate rioht and left. What more effectual method could be 
devised for prev

0

enting appropriate gesture, and so for lessening the 
preacher's force? 

'l'he amplitude of a railway platform is of course undesirable, but I 
do commend its altitude. There is no need for the p1·eacher ( or for 
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his preaching) to be far aho,e the people's heads. A few feet from 
th0 floor suffices, that is, if the gallery is only sufficiently "raked" 
and the floor itself should rise if the area is large. ,v e want to b~ 
ne11r the people, 11nd 11s much as possible on a level with them. With 
this in view, I would go as far as to dispense with the rail wherever 
possible. It has its uses, as the young beginner knows ;-how 
tenaciously it has been clutched ! Ernn the old stager is glad to put 
a hand upon it, or to lean over it in confidential heart-reaching talk. 
But I, for one, do not desire to be fenced in, or roped off. If the 
J>latform is low, the rail may go. I had no semblance of one in 
the Auckland Tabernacle. Since my departure, a worthy deacon has 
presented an elaborate rail as a token of gratitude to God for a great 
mercy,-(not my departure !)-and I have been favoured with a photo 
of the pastor and officers securely ensconsed behind it. In forwarding 
it, they expressed some fear that I should not approve the alteration, 
and doubtless they awaited my reply with some interest. I made 
answer to the effect that the associations of the new erection were so 
charming, and that the officials looked so content, and safe, behind 
the barrier, that I could not find it in my heart to bring a railing 
accusation against them. Who will call me dogmatic or intolerant 
after that ? Every man to his taste. It may be that my successor 
needed some restraint. Some are given to such ceaseless perambula
tion, and to such violent rushes forward, that the audience may well 
be alarmed. I remember one brother, who paced up and down the 
service through, for all the world like a caged lion. I quite approved 
a rail in that case. If the Rev. Mr. Leopard changes his spots so 
often, and so expeditiously, it is as well to set some bounds to his 
rampaging. I have heard that, at an up-country station in India, 
a tiger once took possession of a railway platform; whereupon a 
wire was sent to the nearest official to the following effect:-" Tiger 
jumping about on platform,-please arrange." (Why didn't they 
send the wire t:h.rough the tiger ?) Tigers on our platforms must, of 
course, be arranged for ! Rail or no rail, let us mind that nothing 
conspires to separate between our people and their pastors. yv e shall 
not lose in dignity by disclaiming superiority. We do not wish to be 
less thought of than heretofore ; but if we think less of ourselves,
well, it gives the other folk a chance to think the more of us. 

What an example of activity is provided by a busy terminus ! All 
is bustle. From the station-master to the carriage-cleaner, all are 
alive and alert. It is a hive of industry. So should our churches ~e. 
There is work enough for every heart, and for all hands. " All at rt, 
and always at it,"-only each must have his allotted place and task, 
and be content with it, and conscientious in it. "Are all apostles ? 
Are all prophets ? Are all teachers ? " 

"Be e. wheel-greaser, if you cannot drive the train." 
But neither the engineer nor the lubricator must take it easy. 

"In vanity pass not away thine hourP, 
All should be earnest in e. world like ours." 

Some have an intense horror of excitement. Poor dears! The jog
trot style suits them. The government stroke is fast enough. So it 
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is-for convicts: but we have not so learned Christ. He is our ever
loving Lord. It is a great delight to serve Him. 

"How happily the working days 
In His dear service fly ! " 

There are, of course, some hazards connected with stir anrl move
roent, but so there are with inertia and laziness. "Activity is liahle 
to commit some injuries, but indolence is sure to do no good." We 
want some of II the railway - station order of " organization and 
dispatch, if not of architecture, in our churches ! 

Here also is an object-lesson in punctuality,-at the departure plat
form, at all events. Away goes the express, to the tick, and it will 
probably be '' on time " throughout its course. If it should start 
late, it will hardly redeem the time. Railways have surely helped to 
induce punctuality. As early as 1845, a railway company announced 
an excursion leaving Nottingham at 5.30. It added:-" Parties will 
have to be wide awake at an early hour, or they will be disappointed. 
Promptitude on the part of the rail way company calls for the same 
from the passengers." Let us adapt that last sentence : -" Prompti
tude on the part of the minister calls for the same from the 
worshippers." Of course, if the preacher gives them five minutes' 
11 grace", they will take it, and as much more as they like. But so 
sweet a word as "grace" is surely misapplied in this case. Un
punctuality is a disgrace. '' Punctuality is the soul of rail way 
business." So should it be with us, and with our people. I agree 
with the old lady who made it part of her religion not to disturb 
other people's by coming in late. C. H. S ., commenting on " I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God," once said, "Why a 
door-keeper?" (There were some late-comers entering at the moment.) 
"Possibly, because it was a help to punctuality ;-the door-keeper is 
bound to be in time." I have also heard him declare his conviction 
that" some folk won't be in time, in eternity." Promptness has been 
ironically defined as II a bad habit of being punctual, and getting 
tired to death waiting for people who are not." Would to God this 
"bad habit" were much more prevalent ! Why should there be so 
many late arrivals at our services ? Do these folk come late to other 
meals, I wonder? A diet of worship is surely as important as any 
other? Thus writes one of our American cousins :-" It seems to me 
as impolite to be late at church as to be late at any other function 
which has a fixed hour for starting. Besides, it is really unnecessary. 
~he habitually tardy person usually catches his train, if this is 
important in his day's engagements; and the train labelled, 'Divine 
Service, half-past ten o'clock,' can be as easily caught if one chooses 
to take pains in the matter.'' If the train is timed to start at 11, it 
should be the more easily caught. The people who miss it, deserve to 
catch it-hot ! 

But what, brethren, is the name of our starting-place to be? If 
the church is like a station in all these respects, we may find some 
correspondence even as to name. Well, as to one thing we are 
determined; we shall avoid Broad Street. We made up our minds, 
long ago, to suffer reproach for being II narrow ", even though our 



264 THE HEA,EN-WARD RAILWAY j OR, ALL ALONG THE LINE. 

fellow-Christians join with the world in so styling us. Moreover 
though we are ardent teetotalers, we do not start for Heaven fro~ 
Traterloo, neither do we put abstinence in place of repentance nor 
pledging instead of believing. There is no temperance ticket for 
Zion's City. Baker Street is not a bad title for your church my 
friend, for the people must be fed. Every House of Prayer should 
be a House of Bread. Give them the finest of the wheat ; the fat of 
kidneys of wheat,-fine, plump, full grains. So far as doctrine is 
concerned, I am more than willing to call my station St. Paul's. 
Some profess to have out-distanced the apostle of the Gentiles; ·some 
hint that his word must not be regarded with quite the same con
fidence as Christ's. I fancied that what he taught he learned from 
Jesus. Hear his noble words:-" I certify you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ." Christ was both Revealer and Revealed. The glorious 
truths Paul emphasized were learned from Jesus. He studied the 
law at Gamaliel's feet, but the gospel he learned at "those blessed 
feet which, 1,800 years ago, were nailed for our advantage to the 
bitter cross." Christ held and taught these verities,-as did Paul• 
and because they did, we do. ' 

The best name for our station is Kin9' s Cross, for we preach of King 
Jesus, and His sacrificial death. 

" Christ a.nd His cross is all our theme." 

We proclaim Jesus to be a Prince and a Saviour. We tell it out 
among the heathen that the Lord is King. Nor do we seek to hide 
the Cross. How could we hide it, even if we would? 

" All the light of sacred story, 
Gathers round its head sublime." 

It is a Kin,q's Cross; it is a throne, in fact, whence Jesus-thorn
crowned,-sways the sceptre of His pardoning grace the wide world 
over. Dear fellow-servant of this glorious Prince, does your preaching
place answer to the name King's Cross? Are you still determined 
not to know anything among men save Jesus Christ and Him crucified? 
What else is there worth declaring? You may harp on the law till 
all your hearers are confirmed legalists, or rank hypocrites (or both); 
give them the grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ. I under
stand that a police station used to occupy part of the site of the 
present Great Northern terminus. Demolish the police station, 
substitute the whispers of Calvary for the thunders of Sinai. Orr, 
" Believe and live," instead of " Do or die." Point to the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world, rather than to the 
sacrifices "which are offered by the law," or to their modern 
equivalents, and say, "He taketh away the first, that He may es
tablish the second." K:rno's CRoss ! Write it up legibly, call it out 
audibly,-we are not ashamed of the name of our station! IJo W6 

really love tl.e King ? Do we glory in His cross? I am sure we do. 
Blessed Lord, we are still at Thy feet in humble ·homage ! Bleat 
Cross, our arms are round thee as at first ! We cannot utter half we 
feel as we tread this holy ground, bedewed as it is with the blood of 
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God. We can only look up, with tear-filled eyes, and joy-filled hearts, 
and say, "The cross, the cross, the cross! 'Hallelujah for the Cross I'" 

One of the most striking personages on the platform is the guard of 
the train, and many are his duties. In the early days, he had to watch 
the carriages carefully as they sped along, and he in part controlled the 
brake-power. The passengers are still in his charge, as also is the 
luggage. Frequently, little children are entrusted to him, nor has he 
a more responsible task than this. Ye see your calling, brethren. 
Yours it is to watch, to protect, to direct, to comfort,-in a word, to 
"see to'' all the passengers. Your work is by no means done when 
you have blown the whistle, and waved the flag. You are the Great
hearts of the Heavenly pilgrimage. You must be prepared to be 
summoned here, and beckoned there. You will have some strange 
folk to deal with, but you must be patient toward all. " The mem
bership of my church," said one, "is three hundred, and some odd." 
,, Oh!" said another, "I have only a hundred,-all odd!" Poor 
fellow! especially if the odds were against him. The oddest pas
senger I have heard of on the track was a giraffe. The goods guard 
said he should have to tie his neck in a knot ; but he managed him 
somehow, without resorting to such extreme measures. The awkward 
customers on board our trains can be manipulated as a rule by tact 
and love. We'll avoid coercion anyhow. Success to you, dear 
brethren, in handling those giraffes ! And as to the dear little ones, 
O Mr. Guard, have an ever-watchful eye on them! You can find 
time, surely, though you have a hundred other duties to perform, to 
smile through the window e.s you pass, or even to pop your head into 
the carriage to say a happy word. A zealous brother once shout3d 
during prayer, "Don't forget the children, Lord! Don't forget the 
children, Lord!'' As if He ever did ;-but, alas! we do. And, oh! 
let us continue to teach them to believe the Bible. That there is need 
for this, the following quotations prove:-" No word should be said 
about the Bible being infallible, for the term is wholly misleading." 
Thus far a Nonconformist Doctor of Divinity. Now for a Canon of 
the Established Church :-" There are, we must admit, some stories 
in the Bible which we cannot take literally, such as that of the axe
head swimming at the word of Elisha, or the three children in the 
fiery furnace. But a tactful teacher will know how to get over the 
difficulty. In other cases, he will pass it by, as the Germans say, 
'with light foot,' especially where, as in the first of these instances, 
no spiritual lesson is directly connected with it." Alas ! also that 
papers calling themselves " Christian " should be found willing to 
spread abroad such teaching, in words like these:-" Christ made use 
of parable in enforcing spiritual lessons, but nobody regards the 
parables as actual fact. Neither should the parables and fables of 
the Old Testament be taught as truth.'' 

We are not only bound to interest ourselves in the persons of the 
passengers, but in their belongings, too. Do the guards ever vote the 
~ugg·age a nuisance, think you? Are we ever loth to interest ourselves 
lil the social and temporal concerns of our people ? The success 
ful pastor has a heart big enough for all. Nothing is a 
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hurdm to him. He is obliging, considerate, sympathetic, thoughtful 
helpful. Dear me, what a lot of looking after some folk want '1 
The;'\- g0t in the carriage with I know not how many bundles ; and 
just as the train is starting, they find they've "forgotten the baby.': 
,,-Pll, thl'n the guard must go for the little darling ; I should foal 
inclinl'd to "go for" the IUother. Just so, trifles often absorb our 
peopll''s hearts, and we must help them to recover " the things left 
out." '' How many articles ? " said a guard to a passenger once. He 
happened to be a. clergyman, and he responded promptly, "Thirty. 
nine, my man.'' Creeds are out of fashion, nowadays, save with 
some of us old stagers. We can't afford to lose one article of ours 
nor a particle of our adherence to them. ' 

Thl' lost luggage office can tell some strange tales. One can hardly 
belie,e that the uncalled-for bagpipes were the property of a Scotch
man. I would as soon expect a Presbyterian to renounce Calvinism 
or to present the doctrine of election in a new dress ! I am prett; 
sure that the pair of carriage horses which remained unclaimed at 
:Swindon (bright bays, 16 hands high, with black switch manes and 
tails), did not belong to a Baptist minister. If they by any chance 
did, I can understand them being left. He couldn't afford to keep 
them! One can hardly credit that such things could be left behind, and 
lie forgotten. But is it not still more surprising that a Christian should 
lea,e his "roll'' behind him? Happy are we if w~ can be the means 
of preventing this, or of speedily restoring to a doubting brother his 
endences and credentials. 

I used to lmow a man, so nervous and highly-strung, that he would 
take no railway-journey save on the condition that he rode in the 
guard's van. I fear that that position was no safer than any other, 
but his delusion ran that way. But it ought to be true that, if our 
members cultivate our company, they are less exposed to harm and 
a{:cident. Each pastor should be a place of refuge, especially to the 
timid of his fellow-travellers. 

In certain countries, the guards are forced to do some. fighting. 
Armed bands attempt to " stick up " the train, and to rob it of its 
treasure-chest. In such a case, 0 men of God, we must not shrink nor 
quail ! The inspired Word, the doctrines of grace, and not less the 
doctrines of wrath. the spirituality of worship, the ordinance of 
baptism,-we are bound to defend even unto death. "0 Timothy, 
guard that which is committed unto thee ! " W a read lately of the 
" blameless life - service of a railway guard." A retiring Great 
Western guard had been for fifty years in charge of an express tra~. 
He had thus travelled four million miles, and was able to say that, 111 

all his service on the line, nothing had gone wrong, no luggage had 
been lost, and no children had gone astray. Verily, he deserved his 
illuminated address, and 100 guinea cheque. May we have a c_or
responding record of faithful service, and of the Lord we shall receive 
the reward of the inheritance ! (If any brother should happen to get 
a cheque for l 00 guineas in the meantime, I hope he will think of 
the Pastors' College.) 

And now, shall we start upon the journey? "Take your seats, please.'' 



THE HEAVEN-WARD RAILWAY j OR, ALL ALONG THE LINE, 267 

"The eteam ie up; the engine bright BS gold ; 
The fire-king echoes back the guBrd's shrill cry 

The roBring VBpour shrieks out, fierc", e.nd bold; ' 
A moment,-and like lightning on we fly." 

WLat a motley crowd is in the carriages! One railway director 
boasted that his company was prepared to carry anything,-" from 
the Queen to a black beetle," and we are glad to welcome to the 
gospel tr~in ~11 sorts an_d conditions of mei:i, I hear that, in certain 
mining districts, "the tnmmers" have a carnage set apart for them,
a good idea that in religious circles. I, for one, am prepared to travel 
(at least, some distance) with almost all-except trimmers. They had 
better ride by themselves, I'm sure. Anyhow, I know I can't share 
their compartment. I'd rather journey quite alone! 

Some people travel third class in the gospel train "because there isn't 
a fourth." That is to say, they are content with the lowest grade of 
Christian experience. But is this well, or wise, when no question of 
economy is involved? The honoured Founder of our Association used 
to say that " What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee," was a 
3rd class carriage; but that " I will trust, and not be afraid," was 
1st class. Both compartments reach the Heavenly City, but we may 
as well go comfortably. ~No more 3rd class for me! "Give me a 
drawing-room-car ticket for the New Jerusalem, if you please." 
" Single or return?" " Single, of course ;-nobody wants to return 
from that glad Terminus." 

The management has provided no sleeping-cars on the gospel train ; 
yet, alas ! how many slumber on the way! The old conundrum asks 
why it is dangerous to sleep in a rail way carriage, and the simple answer 
is, "Because the train runs over the sleepers." There are strange 
ideas abroad about the advantages of church-membership, are there 
not? Listen to this witness:-" Some believe it to be a resting-place, 
and thus they seek in it what they call a 'church home'; and they 
seem to think of a 'church home ' much as a dog views his kennel,
a good place to sleep and growl in. Others consider church-member
ship to be a ticket on a through express train to Heaven, with no 
stops, sure to arrive on time in the grand station ; and all such want 
to ride on a free pass and in the sleeping-car." 

What slow coaches some of our religious communities are ! Slower 
than the slowest of slow trains, and that is saying a good deal In 
the early days, it was not unusual for the station-master to say to late
comers, "Now, hurry yourselves, she's not long started; and if you 
look sharp, you'll catch her up ! '' I have heard of birds' nests in a 
goods waggon at the journey's end, and even of tufts of grass growing 
in the axlt, boxes. Rumour has it that a certain train "cra-wls out to 
watch the corn grow," and tradition tells of a train from Leeds to 
York, that was "M long on the journey that the driver, young and 
robust when he climbed the foot-plate, was old, decrepit, and grey 
when he reached the ancient city; that the train had crawled along so 
slowly that every carriage was decayed ~nd moth-eaten, and that it 
was shunted into a siding with the greatest care, lest it should fall to 
pieces." A striking type this of many a crawling, crumbling church. 
l don't think the shunting should be quite so carefully done,-such 
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~hurches had better £all to pieces ! Oh, for more ardour and en
thusiasm in things Divine I The King's business requires haste. The 
badge of the Queen's messengers is a silver greyhound. Methinks 
the badge of some of our King's couriers is,-what shall we say? A 
ti:n tortoise .' One of the early caricatures of C. H. S. represented him 
sitting astride an express locomotive, while the State carriage, with a 
bishop dozing on the box, and an earl as footman, was leisurely 
starting from the sign of "The Golden Fleece." Brethren, we belong 
to the "Fast Train", and not to the gilded "Slow Coach." Let us be 
worthy of our ancestors, and of our heritage. The slumbering 
ecclesiastics have somewhat quickened their pace, but has not ours 
been slackened ? 

There is a notice in most railway carriages unto which we do well 
that we take heed:-" Wait until the train stops." It is wicked to 
court accident. It is equally sinful to invite temptation. When I saw 
a bird perching on a target on my lawn, I felt bound to have a shot 
at him. Many a time, Christians virtually beg the devil to aim at 
them. It's risky work, for he is a crack shot by now. We ministers, 
of all men, must walk warily. When Blondin lived in Paris, he 
always made a tram-car stop dead ere he alighted. Some wondered 
that a rope-walker could not leap even more readily than others from 
the car, but his only explanation was, "I am Blondin!" A twist of 
the foot or a sprain of the ankle would mean much to him. Why do 
not we do this, and go there ? Just because we are Christians and 
ministers of the gospel We have a reputation to maintain, and a 
work to do; we can run no risks. We wait until the train stops. 

The perfection of travelling is attained when the Queen journeys. 
Her saloons do not compare in rich appointment with those of some 
other crowned heads, but they are "rare and comfortable." Every
thing is done to ensure her ease and safety, and thus far she has not 
met with accident. Pray God she never may ! Brethren, ours is a 
royal train ! Every earnest band of believers has the King on board, 
and they are safe who travel in His company. True, attempts are 
still being made to wreck His train, but " the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." Christ is in His Gospel, the Spirit is with the 
Church, and God is in His Word ! These royal trains can never be 
derailed. Fear not, faint hearts ! The King is with us, and all is 
well. On, on we go,-round the sharp curve, up the steep bank, into 
the deep cutting, across the spongy swamp, over the lofty viaduct, 
through the darksome tunnel! Meanwhile, this quaint song suits our 
full assurance as well as our varied experience,-

" Sometimes I'm up, sometimes I'm down ; 
I'm on my journey home. 

Sometimes I'm level with the ground, 
I'm on my journey home. 

Hail, hail, hail, 
I'm going to join the saints above! 

Hail, bail, bail, 
I'm on my journey home!" 

( To he concluded next mont!t.) 
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" ®ur @um ~tn " and fhtir ffilorh. 
XLII.-PAsToR ELIAS GEORGE, DrsTitH.:T SECRETARY o;- THE BRITI~H 

AND FOREIGN BrnLE s,..,:;n,TY. 

VIEWED from. the right 
standpoint, every Christian 

life is unique. The Divine 
Potter does not mould His clay 
all alike, lest the monotouy 
should pall, and His skill seem 
to be limited to one set pattern. 
Among "Our Own Men," the 
resourcas of the Great Arti'it 
are displayed by a considerablo 
variety of gifts, spheres, and 
languages; and that each is 
equipped, located, and used 
according to the Master's 
purpose, is evident to all. One 
desires to go to Africa, and is 
sent to India; another resolves to remain :1.t home, and is tltrn~t forth 
to the Colonies; a third sets his heart upon the foreign 111i~1:1ion-field, 
but is kept at home for special service; and a fourth begin!'! life as a 
pastor, and ultimately becomes a secretary of a Society. Our brother, 
ELIAS GEORGE, is one in whom the last two unite. Burning with 
zeal for missionary work in some heathen land, he has found a way 
of fulfilling his cherished desire whilst staying in old England. "The 
Bible Society is a Missionary Society of the highest order,'' writes 
Dr. Oust; "it is the King's daughter, all glorious within, while the 
Missionary Societies are likA the virgins which bear her company." 
No doubt, in aiding all Missionary Societies, the Bible Society is 
distinctly missionary in its spirit, aim, and labours; and thus, in 
helping forward its operations, our brother, Elias George, iR in another 
way doing the great work that must ever lie so near to his heart. 

"You are George the first,'' said our beloved President when our 
friend entered the Pastors' College; and he is that still, for no other 
of his name appears on our roll. Born on October I l t.h, 1852, at 
Woolaston, in Gloucestershire, he brought new light a,ul love into 
the home of his father, George George, who died when the boy was 
but eleven months old. Ho was brought up at Lydney by an aunt. 
He was but fifteen years of age when, at some spocial services 
conducted by the Rev. Walter Bradbury in the National Schools, the 
direct question, "Do you love the Saviour?" aroused him to a senso 
of his need as a sinner. Some two months later, he was led into 
light and liberty through attending a prayer-meeting held in u small 
almshouse near his home. Soon afterwards, he was baptizcd, a:ad 
joined the church then under the pastoral care of tho Rev. Morris 
Ridley, to whose faithful and loving ministry the subject of our 
sketch was ever after deeply indebted. Encouraged by hi~ pastor and 
friends, Elias gave his thoughts to the work of p1·oaching thfl gospel. 

18 



" OU Jl OWN MEN " AND THEIR WORK. 

Rr prepar<>d n sermon founded upon the words in Matthew xi. 28. 
RTHl aft.<>r writing it very cnrefully, with much trepidation he showed 
it to his pastor. From him the )'0tmg believer received kindly 
criti('if'm aud flncmll'agement. 

,Vh<>n R bout nin<>teen years of age, he was suddenly called upon 
to take th<> service at the little village chapel at Bowlash, on the 
hill8ide not far from the place of his birth. The carefully-prepared 
8ermon of so long a.go, was now brought into requisition; but with 
not very encouraging results to the preacher, He was retiring with 
shame from the conflict, when the warm grip of the hand from an old 
countryman cheered him much. " God bless you for your word 
to-daJ ! '' said the good man, little thinking that, had he not spoken 
thus, it might have proved the young preacher's last effort. To his 
friends, the following day, a countrywoman, who was present at the 
service, volunteered the information that "the young man had 
handled the subject wonderful! 11 These two had unwittingly done 
what the Israelites were urged to do for Joshua when he was to be 
appointed leader of God's people. "Encourage him," said Moses. 

Soon, other opportunities for preaching were given to our brother; 
and then, on the recommendation of his pastor, he applied to the 
President for admission to the College. "You are only a chicken. 
Go on preaching, and write again in two years," was Mr. Spurgeon's 
characteristic answer. Dµring the next year, Mr. Geo1·ge left Lydney 
for Derby, in the service of an engineering firm. He found a kind 
friend and loving pastor in Mr. Wilshire at St. Mary's Gate Chapel; 
and he was immediately introduced to a large Young Men's Bible
class. On Sundays, however, he soon became fully occupied in 
preaching in the surrounding villages. Thus the vessel was being 
made "meet for the Master's use" in a more prominent position. 
His spirit was thoroughly aroused at an enthusiastic missionary 
meeting held in the beginning of 1874. A special appeal was made 
to young men to offer themselves for foreign work; and in response 
thereto, he soon sought an interview with his pastor. He referred 
also to his former minister, and both he and Mr. Wilshire agreed 
that he should again apply to Mr. Spurgeon, and enter College, if 
possible, as a missionary student. He was admitted in April, 1874; 
but, after eleven months of study, he had to leave through illness. 
The Vice-President, Pastor J. A. Spurgeon, one Friday afternoon told 
the brethren that " George had gone home to die." Even after his 
recovery, illness frequently broke into his time for study, but with 
true devotion he persisted to the eud of his course. . 

In August, 1876, Mr. George, acting on the advice of the President, 
accepted a call to Burwell, in Cambridgeshire, where he succeeded 
the late Pastor D Morgan. Here, for nearly two years, he laboured 
much amid frequently-returning weakness, and it became necessary 
for him to move to a drier climate. The same lack of health that 
kept him back from the m~ssion-field, now compelled him to. re~ire 
from Burwell. He soon received another call, however, and this time 
it came from Faringdon, in Berkshire. Mr. Norris, of Bristol, h_ad 
suo-gested his name to the church there. From Burwell, he took with 

"' b' " 'rh • d t .!:iilll one whose "price is far above ru 1es. ey were marrie a 
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'forquay, on July 12th, 1877, Miss Jenkins being the only daughtflr 
of the late Captain Jenkins, of St. Mary's Chur,;h, in that town. To 
his devoted wife, Mr. George attribute1-1 much of hi1-1 success and 
peaceful service during the seven years they lived at Faringrlon. The 
farewell meeting was one of those hearty ones that r;an nevflr be 
forgotten. A purse of gold and a parchment adrlre1-1s were presented 
by friends from :F'aringdon, Lechrlale, Little Coxwell, Kingston 
Lisle, and Buscot. Nearly I 50 names were on the testimonial. 
" When he came to the church," they said, " he found them all 
asleep. He did not leave them in that state. They had four village 
stations connected with the work, and they would carry them on as a 
memento of the usefulness and determination with which he 
commenced the work in the villages round about them.'' But all 
rejoiced that Mr. George was not going far away; he would still be 
in their county. 

Perhaps, however, our brother's pastorate at Newbury was even 
more full of the highest evidences of 1:1uccess. In 1885, he received 
the invitation from that church to become its minister. Added to the 
unanimous call from the church. itself was the urgent request of our 
sainted brother, William Anderson, of Reading; so Mr. George 
entered this new sphere of work and usefulness with confidence and 
hope. "God gave us a great blessing," he says. Even the place of 
worship soon indicated the change. He found a dirty chapel and a 
-small congregation; but in a very few months the building was 
renovated, the congregation increased, and, during the next three and a 
half years, over one hundred were received into fellowship. A splendid 
missionary spirit was aroused, and nearly £100 a year was raised for 
work among the heathen. Enthusiasm for such work spread through 
the church until everyone was drawn beneath its power. A list of 
the other enterprises taken up by the church would be too long to 
insert here. 

In 1884, the writer had the pleasure of visiting Mr. George's 
-church at Faringdon as a deputation from the Baptist Missionary 
Society, and the following year he was sent to Newbury also on the 
same mission. The unstinted and unselfish zeal with which our 
brother urged his people to do their utmost for the missionary cause, 
showed unmistakably that the fire kindled in his early Christian life 
was burning as brightly as ever. No wonder that village-stations 
caught the spirit, too, and desired visits from the deputation, like the 
mother-church, as well as enjoying the privilege of giving their quota 
to the cause. 

But in 1888, Mr. George came in yet closer touch with the heathen 
world in a new capacity. He was approached by the Honorary Home 
Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, with a view to a 
place on their staff. In his perplexity, he sought the advice of our 
late loved President, who said at once, "I should vote, 'Yes,' for your 
going to the Bible Society. I believe God has a work for you to do 
there." So all misgiving being removed, our brother accepted the 
offer ; but it brought much pain in parting from his devoted tl.ock at 
Newbury. To some, it seemed like giving up the ministry; but this 
was a mistake. for Mr. George labours in a 11·irl"r sphere, for a lti:rg-rr 
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number, and among churches of all denominations. He has occasion 
to preach to " all sorts and conditions of men." And what he most 
rejoices in, is the fact that he is engaged in aiding to send the Word 
of God in various tongues to many lands where he will never travel. 
In No-vembor of that year, he became Assistant District Secretary of 
the Bible Society in the North Metropolitan District. After three 
years of earnest persistent service for the Society, the Committee 
displayed their confidence in Mr. George by appointing him to the 
North Midland nistrfrt, where he now labours. In his happy home, 
the Lord reigns ; and of the eight children given to him, several are 
already on the Lord's side,-th«. three eldest sons having been 
baptized in Osmaston Road Chapel, Derby, by their own father. A 
local paper, noticing this joyous event, raised "a question for 
Christian parents suggested by the baptismal service of November 
25th, 1894." Certainly, the event was not a common one. "It is an 
extremely rare thing," the paper said, "for a father to baptize three 
of his own children at the same time," As I felt how glad and 
thankful our dear friend, Mr. George, must be, these questions rose 
within my heart,-Do parents speak to their own childr8n about 
deciding for Christ, and confessing Him ? They pray for them in 
secret, but do they break the barriers of reserve, and speak to them? 
Must there not be something very wrong about a parent's life and 
influence at home that he should think that a word from him has less 
influence with his sons and daughters than a word from anyone else? 
Are there no boys and girls, no lads and maidens in our homes, longing 
for a word from father or mother? And will it never come? And 
who will be responsible for these things? These queries the reader 
should ponder, and try to answer. Meantime, we may rejoice with our 
Brother George in his happy home and privileged service, and pray 
for him a larger blessing in the future, especially in his varied and 
honourable labours for spreading the Word of God in our own and 
other lands. May his years be many, his reward great, and his joy 
abundant! 

Ro BERT SPURGEON. 

A PAPER READ AT THE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE PASTORS7 

COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, BY W. Y. FULLERTON, LEICESTER. 

WHEN two seers, separated geographically by three thousand 
miles, and in practical methods as far as the poles asunder, 

were impelled recently to issue, spontaneously and independently, an 
appeal to the Church of Christ on "The IJearth of Conversions," the 
Church of Christ rightly took the message as a call from God. The 
thing was doubled because the interpretation thereof was sure. 
During the months that have since elapsed, the topic has been 
debated in numerous gatherings of pastors and people : there is 
scarcely a Ministers' Fraternal that has not ventilated it. Will it be 
taken for inveterate crassness if one who rejoiced in the attention 
drawn to the subject, should, say that the present danger is that the 
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discussion of the problem may perhaps be taken as its solution; that 
instead of high resolve, the aroused interest may evaporate in formai 
resolutions ; and the weight of souls, instead ot' pressing heavily on 
the individual spirit, be divided amongst us all, until its gentle 
pressure is as easily carried as the well-thumbed notes of our present 
most popular sermon ? 

The subject, which has been given to me as the topic of a short 
paper, has been regarded in various ways. When the dearth of 
conversions is mentioned, some boldly meet it with denial. A near 
neighbour of mine declares that he has had more conversions during the 
last three years than ever in his church before. Undoubtedly, similar 
reports may be given by others ; but it is greatly to be feared that 
such instances are isolated, and the circumstances that produce them 
exceptional. In the majority of even these cases, the additions to the 
church are to be largely traced, unless our experience and enquiries 
mislead us, to the work amongst the young in Sunday-schools, Christian 
Endeavour Societies, and kindred institutions. The spirit of the 
pulpit largely animates these works, of course ; but it still remains 
true that, of old-fashioned conversions under the preaching of the 
Word, there is a lamentable lack. 

With those who reject the idea of the necessity of such a change, 
we have happily little to do. They may substitute "education" for 
"conversion", and applaud it as the sole need of the human life; they 
may point us to a few lives morally changed without the faith of 
Jesus; they may assert that emotion of any sort, if it be strong 
en·ough, is sufficient to turn the soul from evil, that all men have a 
germ of good which only waits to be evolved; they may put the word 
conversion in inverted commas in their books and magazines, as being 
only a quotation from some antiquated writings. But when we see 
fruit plucked from the branch, and ripening on a plate in the sunshine, 
we do not rush to the conclusion that henceforth the branch is needless, 
that in future we may have fruit without branches, and that only 
plates are necessary. We remember that this mellowing peach itself 
owes much to the branch it has left behind, and that, without the 
branch, it had never existed. We would be recreant to ourselves, 
and to our knowledge of spiritual facts, if we gave the thought of 
the needlessness of conversion the foothold of an inch, or the welcome 
of an instant. We are old-fashioned enough to hold by the old Book 
from which these men quote, and to believe that except a man be con
verted,-yes, converted,-he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

It is not ours to attempt to lessen the impact of the call of God by 
falling back on His Sovereignty. We are well enough grounded in 
that doctrine to be saved from foolish panic, and to avoid fantastic 
remedies ; but we have not so learned Christ as to believe He is 
indifferent when men reject Him, and when the appeals of His gospel 
fall fruitless from the lips of His ministers. While we wait His 
pleasure, we believe His pleasure is that we are not to wait in 
sluggish contentment when the devil claims so many whom Christ is 
able to save. 

Is there any lament (lfter conversions? When the ark was at Kirjath
jearim, and "the time was long, for it was twenty :veal';,,'' it is written 



THE LAi!El\T AFTER CONYEHSION8. 

thRt "all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.'' That was the 
element of hope then; it is the prophecy of hetter things to-day. ,v e 
lanwnt that the lament has been so partial and so meRgre, that talk 
hM often taken the place of tearR, that excuses have elbowed out con
fession of failm-e, that disquisitions as to the method of conversion
whether by process or by crisis,-have obscured somewhat the fact that 
we have comparatively few conversions of any kind; that, so far from 
gaining ground on the world, we are not even keeping pace with the 
increase of population ; but, in spite of this, there is a real lament in 
many hearts, and if it be deep enough, even in a few cases, the
blessing we seek will not be withheld. God only gives His best 
blessings to urgent hands. It was the man who said, in answer to· 
his wife's remonstrance,-" Woman, how can I sleep when my land is 
not sa,ed? 0 God ! give me Scotland, or I die! "-whom God used 
to raise up His Church in that Northern land. The man who was 
so greatly honoured in Fiji, not satisfied with his life's work, showed 
his ruling-passion in death, as he grasped the hand of his brother
missionary, and cried, "Oh, let me pray once more for Fiji! Lord, 
for Christ's sake, bless Fiji ! Save Fiji! Save Thy servants; save 
this people; save the heathen in Fiji!'' We do not wonder that 
such a man was so mightily used. Only strong desire receives. All 
other graces are good,-

" But none honours God like the thirst of desire, 
Nor possesses the heart so completely with Him ; 

For it burns the world out with the swift ease of fire, 
And fills life with good works, till it runs o'er the brim. 

" Is it hard to serve God, timid soul? Hast thou found 
Gloomy forests, dark glen~, mountain tops, on thy way ? 

All the hard would be easy, all the tangles unwound, 
Would'st thou only desire, as well as obey." 

They return rejoicing, bearing precious sheaves, who go forth with 
the precious seed, weeping. " Doubtless," it is written, " IJoubtless." 

The tears of our lament, ere they water the seed we sow, will 
quicken our sight to see the causes of failure. 

It has sometimes been objected that, in our anxiety to save souls, 
we have allowed men and women to be lost, and hence, in recent 
years, there has been a great uprising of pliilanthropic schem~s in _con
nection with our churclies. May it not be that these soe1al aims, 
however appropriate and beautiful in themselves, have tended in 
some degree to blunt the edge of our desire for conversions ? In 
trying to benefit men en masse, we have gone to the opposite extreme, 
and neglected the individual; we have endeavoured to raise all to 
the height of true manhood, and have lifted but few to God, witho~t 
whom all else is vain. It has been said of a great author that he will 
be always read by somebody, which is better than the lot of most 
merely popular writers, to be read for a while by everybody, and then 
by nobody. Let us not, in all our social aspirations, overlook the 
fact that, to bring eternal blessing to a few, is a greater thing than to 
place a temporal blessing within the reach of many, even when that 
is feasible. Those who have tried the most to alleviate the present 
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lut of the people are almost the first to despair of any rapid ameliora
tion in social circumstances. Perhaps they will yet return to th8 
regeneration of the individual as the speediest as well as the surest 
method of benefiting the whole. The doctrine of Election has yet to 
give its help to the Social Problem. 

Tlte litemry revival of our age has also worked adversely. People read 
largely, and the views they imbibe during the week, from such 
literature as they love, are not likely to prepare them for the appeal 
of the gospel on Sunday; and the drawing-room books a:re no more 
Christian than the scraps of the street. The preachers of the gospel 
themselves are not free from the insidious spell. To save your smiles, 
I will not say that I hA.ve ever been myself tempted to lay the 
emphasis on literary excellence rather than on spiritual power; but 
I ask, have not you? Knowing that many of your people judge 
your sermon from the literary standpoint, have you never been 
tempted to put your faith in those beautiful metaphors, those well
turned sentences, that apt quotation giving evidence of special reading, 
and, above all, in that exquisite flash of poetry, instead of casting· 
yourself on God, and rejecting human wisdom "lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of none effect " ? The true preaching, thf' 
attitude of soul that wrought the wonders which we have seen 
with our eyes, and which our fathers have told us oE their days, and 
of the old time before them, was that which Carlyle describes in 
Edward Irving:-" From Scotland he came to this great Babel: he 
stood up in the pulpit of Hatton Garden Chapel, the eye of him 
blazing, and the herculean form of him erect. And the great and 
the learned, the high and the titled, the gifted and the beautiful. 
came round about him, and sat mute and spellbound listening to hif:-. 
wonderful words. And they thought that, because they were looking
at him, he was looking at them. He was not looking at them at all 
He was trying to do what no man can do and live, trying to see God 
face to face." If we lack Irving's eloquence, and are free from his 
errors of doctrine, we may at least possess his spirit, and find in that 
the secret of power over men. 

Side by side with this literary niceness, there has come unsettled 
faith. The re-constructed Bible was to win all the unbelievers. 
Much might here be said, but a short paper only allows a short 
sentence. Let it be judged by its fruits. 

If, finally, as one of the causes of the paucity of conversions is 
mentioned the over-culture of the spiritual life, I hope it will not be 
misunderstood as opposing any attempt to make people more holy, or 
to lead them to the high privilege of being continuous partakers of 
Christ's risen life in the power of the Holy Spirit. But it is possible 
to make experience so rich that it becomes rancid ; and I believe that 
some, even of the leaders of Consecration Movements, will admit that 
in their own case the old converting power has somehow been 
lessened by the prominence given to other phases of truth ir,. their 
present teaching. I do not here offer any explanation, but only state 
whet I think is a fact. Unless service for the lost goes hand in hand 
with care for the saved, even care for our own life, we are none of us 
safe. 
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The remedy is fourfold. 
There mu~t come a _q1·eater sense of the reality of conversion. \Ve 

must all feel more intensely that there is something to be converted 
from. Sin must become exceeding sinful, and be no longer regarded 
as the almost excusable lapse of a too pliant nature. And hell must 
become real,-not as a doctrine merely, but as a horror. With much 
shrinking, I ask, can a man be orthodox who can make a joke about 
!tE11l? . . • Then that which we are converted to must be more real. 
Can we Elxpect worldly men of high principle to turn to a faith which 
!ms a low moral tone, or sinners convicted of sin to fly to a refuge 
where sin is tolerated? ·' Mocking levity and mocking gloom are 
,,qually signs of the death of the soul; passionate seriousness and 
passionate joyfulness signs of full life." Such full life is what we 
want. 

This will lead to a due 11ense of tlie importance of seeking conversions. 
It will save us from belittling the man who may be used of God, as 
" a mere gospel preacher," or being ourselves desirous of fame. I 
suppose, in A.D. 26, the name of John Baptist was not found in the 
list of fashionable ministers. That would be merely an iteration of 
Ben Israels and Abou Benjamine, all of them forgotten to-day; while 
the herald of Christ still points men to the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world. When things are in true perspective, we 
shall make this all our business here below, and count ourselves happy 
to use our latest breath in such a service. We shall be prepared to 
do everything to secure men's adhesion to Christ. It is reported of a 
great preacher, who mourns over the lack of conversions, that he will 
preach like an angel to save souls, and will not cross the street to do 
it! When we duly see the importance and seriousness of the work 
before us, we shall often go far out of our beaten way, and trudge 
through much mud, to cover a multitude of sins, and save a soul from 
death. We shall not leave over the matter till our annual series of 
special services, lest our people also learn to postpone their acceptance 
of Christ till then, and be meanwhile cut down in their sins. We 
shall not preach about the latest newspaper gossip, or give our half
formed political views to burdened and sinful souls, who need above all 
things cleansing and rest. We shall not count this the means, and 
the rest of our church-work the end, of our ministry; but all else 
shall be the means, and this the end. It is said that a Prussian officer, 
in addressing his regiment at their first drill after the Franco-German 
war, said, '' Now that the pastime of war is over, let us get back to 
serious business." Let us be sure what in our work is pastime, and 
what business. The work of seeking conversions is certainly not 
the pastime. 

The supernaturalness of it makes it serious. When I remember it 
is wholly God's work, I cannot be unexpectant; He may work to-day. 
Nor can I ever be boastful, for He may not work to-morrow. "When 
iron is taken from the smelting furnace, it is crystalline and brittle, 
there is no thread and texture in it; but we burn it, and beat it, and as 
we work, we beat our stubborn purpose into the metal, and it is the 
will of the smith which goes through his arm and hammer into the 
iron, and converts it into steel : he drives his will into the iron, and that 
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becomes tlie fibre of it. The human soul must part with something, and 
transfer it into the inanimate iron, and there it will lie and laAt.'' 
Even thus is it with the human soul itself at conversion; the will 0£ 
God is driven into it, and becomes the fibre 0£ it : the preacher is the 
arm, and the Word is the hammer, but it is God who wields both, and 
welds the heart 0£ man as He chooses. Shall the preacher therefore 
be careless as to his hammer? When Henry Rees, the great Welsh 
preacher, was asked what sort 0£ sermon the Holy Spirit would be 
most likely to use to the salvation of souls, he answered, "The sermon 
most likely to effect their salvation without Him." 

But, when we have aone owr best, the Spirit is Sovereign. I myself 
have, more than once, seen a number 0£ conversions in an audience, 
and all 0£ them in one well-defined area of the building, while the 
rest seemed to be like parched ground. " The wind bloweth where it 
listeth,'' and may not come where we expect; but surely it wili always 
come, somewhere, in answer to prayer. There once stood at our Pre
sident's side a notable soul-winner; parted from him for a while, he 
stands again by his side to-day,-W. P. Lockhart. He believed in 
prayer, and on several occasions had meetings of preachers in his own 
house to pray for conversions. At the close 0£ one of them, the cook 
came to Mrs. Lockhart, asking her to go and speak to her fellow
servant, who had been brought to concern of soul in the kitchen while 
the men of God had been praying in the drawing-room. Several who 
were fresh to the meeting that night, and were greatly impressed by 
this direct and swift answer to prayer, asked the host when he would 
have another meeting. "When I can afford it," he answered. The 
explanation of the answer was that, the last time they met, they had 
besought the Lord to fit them for His service, and the very next day, Mr. 
Lockhart had a great business loss. He traced the loss to the same 
source as the blessing, and looked on it as an answer to his prayer. 
"When I c~n afford it,'' he said, "when I can afford it." Beloved 
brethren, we shall have conversions twhen we can afford it, not till 
then. They will cost. 

The sum of the whole matter is that, before we have crowds of conver
sions, we must have a great conversion. I am profoundly convinced that 
the churches are not laying hold of the people as a whole. We 
influence the class we have always influenced, and that section of the 
community which has been always outside our sphere is outside it still. 
The P.S.A. has certainly, for weal or woe, got hold of some of the 
class the churches fail to reach; but it is a mere drop in the bucket, 
and not always in the bucket either! When we have counted the cost, 
and can afford it,-for the answer may mean the breaking up of many 
a cherished formality,-we shall pray that there may be a great out
pouring of the Spirit of God on all flesh, and that affluence shall be 
granted, giving men the ear to listen, the heart to understand, and 
the hunger to receive the gospel, turning them away from false 
teachers and toward God, while within the Church willing hands shall 
be ready to welcome those whom God shall call. In that great coming 
~onversion, lies our hope for many conversions; then shall our mourn
mg be turned into joy, and our lament into the Hallelujah of the 
Morning. 



$ilrs. <!t. I- ~purgcon·n ffitorh-room. 
'-TE\\-8 is at lMt to hand concerning the distribution of the Sermons-
1, among the Kaffirs, 11.nd from every district the report comes that 
they- hnw been gladly received. My dear fri(mds will remember that, 
through the '' Fund for Genera.I Use in the \Vork of the Lord," I wns 
able to pa:'· for 5,000 copies of No. 1,500 being printed in this strange 
tongue, and we hav-e waited patiently until now for a word about 
them. Meanwhile, the Lord has bee_n using them for His purposes of 
lovt> and mer<:')-, and the question naturally arises, " Shall we have 
another one translated and printed?'' If the project commends 
itself to 11ny who can help, I shall be delighted to receive donations 
towards carrying it out at once The cost of 5,000 copies is between 
£ 10 and .£ 11. The people have so little literature that it seems to be
a glorious opportlmity of being fust in the field, and securing a 
triumph for God and His truth. My son Charles, who has under
taken the necessary correspondence for me. writes:-" I have before 
me a great bundle of letters from native missionaries, all testifying to 
the worth of the 1nessage conveyed in their own language, and the 
eager delight of the people in being able to read, in their own 
tongue, the wonderful words of life from the lips of the great 
preacher. Space only allows of one or two quotations. We give 
first an extract from a note from John Knox Bokwe. the translator of 
Sermon Ko. l,!'iOO into Kaffir :-' It is difficult to estimate the extent 
of the good that will be accomplished in the many hearts that this 
noble Sermon will touch. For every copy distributed, four or five 
will read or hear it read, and may be directed to " look and live.'' 
When, b:, God's grace, these Kaffirs will reach Heaven, and be
w-elcomed by their Saviour there, His servant, whose Sermon was the 
means of their conversion, or of strengthening their we.yering faith, 
being among the happy throng, oh, what mutual joy there will be l 
Thanks for giving me the honour of being translator of one of Mr. 
Spurgeon·s renowned Sermons.' 

"Over the signature of W. A. Soga is found the following expression 
of gratitude, and a piece of interesting information concerning the 
way in which the Sermon will be circulated:-' Will you allow me to 
thank you for the gift, which is not merely valuable, but opportune. 
We have a large number of patients from all parts of the country 
visiting our missionary dispensary here ( Bomvanaland), and to those
who are able to read we are already beginning to hand out copies of 
the Sermon.' 

'' A Gabriel Kyovane writes:-' Allow me to add one more word in 
addition to the many congratulations the natives have bestowed upon 
you. The kindness you have shown us, no doubt has caused the 
natives to have your name engraved in their hearts. I can only 
c,:xpress my obligations in the Kaffi.r way, "Be not tired ei-en to
morrow .1 "' J. J. Tulwana pronounces the Sermon 'a boon,' while 
S. Sopela rejoices in receiving translated copies of the late model 
preacher's Sermons. M. F. Mzimba tells how 'the pamphlet' has 
been enthusiastically received.' 
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11 Our lnst quotation is from Mr. J. l\,l. Auld, of Kentani :-' I 
hasten to thank you for the gift. Any good religious literature in the 
Kaffir language ought to he heartily welcomed, and mnsf heartily any
thing from the pen of C. H. Spmgeon. It would he stmnve if I 
should say nnything else, seeing that it was by the perusal or" one of 
his Sermons, many years a.go, that I was brought into the lic,oht, and 
peace, and joy of salvation. I earnestly pray that, throu

0

gh this 
effort, e. like blessing will be found by many.' 

"It may be interesting to some when we say that the reading of 
the natives is me.inly confined to the Bible, The Pilgrim's Progress, and 
The Imvo (native newspaper), as there is but very little other literature 
published in their own language; so that they greatly prize this 
addition to their library. No one can measure the amount of good 
that will result from the circulation by this means of the gospel 
message. In many a lonely hut and crowded kraal, the swarthy sons 
of Africa will read of the Divine Love shown to poor guilty sinners ; 
and we pray that, by the Holy Spirit's power, they may behold a 
Saviour crucified." 

• • • • 
On my recent visit to the seaside, I met, in a very unexpected way, 

with one who loved my dear husband's memory. We had rambled 
along the sea-shore, and were nee.ring a coast-guard station, when a 
sudden shower co.me on, and we asked permission to shelter in the 
boat-house, the doors of which stood invitingly open. We were made 
welcome, and were very soon admiring the exquisite order and 
arrangement, the brightness and neatness of everything both within 
and without the place. Each stone of the shingle which formed the 
pathways seemed to have its prescribed position, and to be ~ept in it 
by the constant use of a rake ; while, in the centre of the ground. 
this idea was positively carried out, for stones of different shades and 
colours were :fashioned into patterns which produced a very respectable 
mosaic pavement. Inside the boat-house, this orderliness was just a~ 
apparent. Everything was spick and span, and looked as if iu, 
preciseness of arrangement could by no means be disturbed. 

Three fine boats were lodged there. every sail c11.refully folded, 
every oar laid by, every rope exactly where it should be; and every 
po.rt of the beautiful vessels that could be polished, was glittering and 
shining as if they were meant more for ornament than use. But it is
not wise to judge by appearances, either of µersons or boats. I 
turned to the coast-guard man, who was kindly pointing out the 
different objects of interest, life-lines, buoys, life-saving apparatus, 
lanterns, water-barrels, etc. "What kind of boats are these?" I 
asked. '' This is a galley, the middle one is a whaler, and thn.t one 
over there is a dinghy," he answered. "We go out in them to 
succour vessels in distress; this one "-pointing to the largest,-" has 
held thirty people at a time, men, women and children,-tnken from 
a wreck." "Ah!'' I thought, "they look very fine nnd beautiful as 
they are laid up here in the boat-house, but they were built for work, 
they have done splendid service on the sea., and how grnnd must they 
have appeared in the eves of those thirty dripping, exhausted, and 
half-frozen people who w~re rescued from death by their means '. " 
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Hangf'd nlong the> wall were some curious objects, like magnified 
fish-hooks made of wood. " ,vhat are those queer-looking things?" 
I E' □q nirt->d. The man lowered his voice as he replied, " We get the 
bodies of the drowned out of the sea with those drags, ma'am." I 
wished I had not asked. The subject of life-saving was a gladsome 
one, but the thought of the sea-drenched corpses, tossed up and down 
by relentless waves, soddened and unrecognisable, driven to and fro 
by the unquiet tides, and at last captured by one of those rough 
grapnels, was too terrible to be dwelt upon. Desiring to turn the con
versation into another channel, I took from my pocket one of the dear 
Pastor's Sermons. " Did you ever hear of Mr. Spurgeon, the great 
preacher?" I said. The man's face lighted up in a moment. and he 
answered rue in one word. He said, " RATHER," in such 11n emphatic 
tone that I was quite startled; then he told me he had often heard 
him preach at the Tabernacle, and that the last time he was there was 
just previous to his fatal illness. Thereupon ensued a few words of 
pleasant con,erse. and after giving him some copies of Sermons for 
his comrades, I bade him " God speed," bringing away with me a 
tender memory which I shall always cherish, of a coast-guardsman's 
impromptu tribute to " the prince of preachers." 

* * * • * 
I must tell you of another incident which occurred at the same 

seaside town ; and though, at the time, it seemed rather unusual and 
bewildering to such a recluse as I am, I think the lesson was not lost 
upon me. I will record it for the edification of any who may need it. 

MY friend and I had carried some Almanacks and Sermons to the 
Boat.men's Room., where we knew they would be gladly welcomed, 
and I had one or two in my hand as we strolled along towards our 
temporary home. Seeing an old man, with a cherry, genial face, 
sitting alone on one of the Esplanade seats, I went up to him and 
said, "Sir, may I offer you one of dear Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons? 
You have, of course, heard of him?" "Heard of him! I should 
think so, I have stores of his Sermons at home, and have read them 
for years. Are you giving them away?" "Yes," I said, "I have 
just taken some to the Boatmen's Room." In a moment he stood up, 
plucked his cap from his head, and began to pray in a loud voice that 
God would bless the seed thus sown, and make it fruitful. The 
movement was so sudden, and the prayer so brief, that he was quietly 
sitting down again before I quite realized what had happened. 
However, I thanked him, and told him my name, whereupon he 
gTeeted me very warmly, made me sit down beside him, and then 
entered into a long conversation about my husband, himself, and the 
affairs of God's kingdom generally. When I bade him "Good-bye," 
and rose to go, he rose also, off came his cap again, and we had 
,Lnother open-air prayer-meeting on the Esplanade ! I do not know 
whether there were many people about, but I learned afterwards that 
he was well known in the place as an earnest Christian worker ; so 
perhaps the little devotional group of three persons did not cause any 
•rreat sensation in the minds of the onlookers. But what a fearless 
proclamation it was of attachment to his Master and His service! 
This drjar old man bas truly "nailed hiR colours to the mast," and 
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they fly tkere before all eyes, whether the breeze be adverse or 
favouring. He is "not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,'' whether 
he be in a sanctuary or on the sea-shore ; and his noble example may 
well rebuke some of us, who are far too much inclined, when in 
company, to conceal our real feelings, to hide our light in a corner or 
cover it with a bushel, or alas ! to blow it out altogether ! ' 

s. s. 

BY H, T. s., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCH OF THE MONTHS," &c., &c. 
VI.-A RURAL PARISH TwENTY-FIVE YEARS Aoo. 

OUR parish was large, but it consisted mainly of fields, intersected 
by green lanes and by-roads. Along one of these latter straggled 

the village, which made its way to the church .down a shabby little 
row, with hovels on one side and a scrubby hedge-bank on the other, 
strewn with the disused tinware of the inhabitants. On this bank, a 
well-known evangelist of that day took his stand one evening. He· 
preached with considerable gesture. His auditors were spell-bound. 
but they looked beyond him. The reason was soon manifest. A bull 
in the pasture over the bank was preparing for a rear attack through 
the broken hedge ! 

* * • • 
Down this unsavoury by-way, dirty dwellings of the very poor 

crowded up to the churchyard gate. Into the low-ceiled room of one 
of these cabins we were lighted, on an autumn night, by a woman all 
shivers and wrinkles, holding in her hand the broken neck of a 
ginger-beer bottle in which was stuck a piece of sputtering candle. 
She brought us up some very creaking stairs, and halted at a bed on 
which lay a dying navvy. The man had been knelt upon by a relative 
in a drunken brawl. There were two other "shake-downs" in the 
apartment; and below, in the living-room, more make-believe bed~ 
were put up. The next morning, when we called, we found that onP 
of the women of this den had scrubbed out the upper room in honour 
either of the doctor or ourselves. The injured man was eating a 
large green apple! ];le died at ten that night!! "Squalid!" you 
say. Yes ; but, alas ! true to life, and to a great deal o:t' life both in 
town and country. 

• • • • 
The other arm of the village cross extended up a pleasant way 

bordered with pretty cottages festooned with roses and clernatis. The 
road further on opened its arms to embrace the village green. The 
green was everybody's freehold. Across it, on summer mornings, 
short-skirted girls went to the well for water, making the first 
tracings on the dewy grass. On it, the )'outh of both sexes stro~led 
nnd played till twilight deepened into night, and the ':illage ret~red 
to an early bed. Over it, when work and school were m full swing, 
the petty sultans of the farmyard walked, with stately gait, sur
rounded by their court; while, flecking the greensward, ducks and 
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geese wobbled from spot to :,pot, like so many" Jacks ashore,'' or lay 
in masses of snowy whiteness, glistening iu the morning sun. The 
road narrowed into a lane when it left the green, and did not widen 
again till it met two other little ways, when they all run abreast to 
the next village. ,Vhel'e the bottle of the green turned to neck, there 
was the usual label,-" a house for travellers,"-who were supposed 
to be thirsty whichever way they had come. Where the by-roads 
met, the tra,eller was provided for afresh, for thoug·h he had gone 
hut a mile or so, he was considered by the disinterested brewer to be 
thirsty again ! The world might teach the Church a lesson as to 
prond.ing "good accommodation for travellers." 

$ $ $ $ 

Our rural parish was not all by-roads. There were delicious green 
lanes, with frontiers of wild roses and honeysuckle, capped by citadels 
,1f crab and cherry. Musing down one of these lanes on a hot 
morning, scores of lady-birds would flit before you, flashing their red 
shields in the sun. · Here, too, you might watch a beetle slowly 
.climb to the summit of a water-flag, and reflect that he found it as 
difficult to poise himself upon the height of his ambition as certain 
creatures with less legs who straddle precariously upon the pinnacles 
of fame. Or, if you were curious, you might linger while a small 
species of wasp worked industriously at both ends of a closely-curled 
Jeaf until he had dislodged and carried off the grub within. You 
would probably moralize on other grubs or "grubbers'', who become 
the prey of a much more pretentious personage with poisonous 
propensities. Ere you left the lane, you would probably stretch 
yourself on the velvet turf, being careful of ants, for there were many 
nests in our day. We remember once seeing an ant trailing a winged 
:;eed. It was rather breezy, and the burden flopped over on to the 
carrier, hindering his progress. Suddenly, the ant brought the wing 
i.;.pright, hoisted as a sail to the wind. Away he went then at double
'1uick speed, and we wondered whether we had witnessed an accident, 
an impulse, an instinct, or a process of reasoning. 

$ $ $ $ 

The road ·from the main artery of traffic was a by-way of some 
importance. At its junction with the trunk thoroughfare stood a 
tavern of ancient fame, for opposite, on the wide moor, highwaymen 
in the bad old times used to be hanged in chains, and this hostel was 
their last halting-place on their gloomy way to the gallows. 'l'he 
house bore the sweet sign of "The Swan." It was from this spot 
that the branch road started. Shadowed with trees, it was a de
iightful retreat when the sun shone hot upon the dusty way; but o~ a 
winter's night most dark and lonesome, and withal gruesome from its 
associations. On the road went, up hill, sometimes through moor-
/ and, and then through dense woods again, sending off a shoot here to 
~ mansion, and there to a farm, and betraying an inclination to go to 
'Jhurch by a respectable branch, till, after attaining a dignified level, 
it made a little cw-tsey to the viliage in the distance, and then rose 
again to pass in proper decorum the critics who lounged in front of 
another redoubtable inn known locally as "The Top," and legally as 
"The Ros,~ and Crown.'' 
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This, in the "by-gones ", was the high-water mark of village life ; 
;1ere, tho houses began. On both sides, after sunset, the road led 
away into darkness; here, a light shone. The carts stopped here. 
The yard was the lobby of the village commons, till they adjourned 
to "another place'' to discuss "the new parson from Spurgeon's," 
the old vicar's vagaries, the latest fight, or the price of pigs. Talk of 
the Inns of Court, they are nothing like so inil.uential as the Courts 
of Inns! 

The church and chapel of our rural parish were modest buildings 
hidden away up grassy paths. The church tower reared itself out of 
obscurity, and, with commendable alacrity to do a good turn, pre
sented its dial to the sun, so that the flight of time might strike the 
passer-by as an illumination. A sermon without words was preached 
from that clock-face all day long; and the finer the day, the more 
striking was the message. 

Many years ago, a queer old fellow used to be one of the ringers 
at this parish church. He was known as "Badger." Whether he 
was John or Thomas, mattered nothing ; he was " Badger " to every
body. This worthy at one time tolled the folk into church on Sunday 
mornings. As soon, however, as he conveniently could, he would 
steal away to the woods, and see to his snares, getting back in time 
to close the service. " Badger " loved the thicket better than the 
church. His attention to the glades and dells was not appreciated, 
for he was forced often to do "hard labour" Vf!TY much against his 
will. 

When the writer first knew "Badger," he was an old man. The 
exploits of his youth were traditions of the village. He was no 
longer an official of the church. Eleven Christmas-days had been 
spent in gaol. But his ruling passion was still strong. One night, 
two of us were sitting quietly by our own fireside when a gun went 
off close to our ear. Startled, as may be supposed, we made for the 
door. Under the window stood the old poacher, muttering something 
about a pigeon. It turned out that he had seen one alight on our 
roof. The temptation was too great. He stepped into his cottage 
close by, brought out his gun, fired, blew the spout to pieces, and 
missed his bird ! 

But " Badger '' had more "soft places" than one. Treated as a 
" son of Abraham" instead of an Ishmaelite, he would listen 
reverently enough. More than once, in those days, we saw him 
broken down by the power of the gospel. His daughter, who kept 
his house, was converted at the village chapel, and his own sky 
cleared "toward evening." A few winters after the gun incident, he 
died of rheumatic fever. We had left, but the news reached us that 
~e had passed away a humble believer. We expected no oth_er. It 
is use:ess working for such men unless you believe up to the hilt that 
'' The Son of man is come to save that which was lost.'' 

• * % % 

Speaking of the oddities of our parish, there was a caustic old 
L\'Ontloman whoRe c11tt.ing- rejoinn.ers nr0 remPmhPrPd to this <'l.n~·- AT1 
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elderly maid got married. " Matilda," said our village critic, "I am 
1mrpri1,e,l at you." "I felt it a call from the Lord," meekly answered 
the married old maid. "Get along with you," rejoined her tormentor 
"the Lord might have called till He was hoarse if you had not 
wanted the man ! " 

On another occasion, after the funeral of a young girl, the carriers 
met at one of the little inns with which the place abounded. Old 
Thomas, aforesaid, was present. "Ah! " sighed the landlady, as she 
s,,r,ed her customers, "the best go first." The local satirist looked 
acidly at her, and said, " Then it will be many a long day before they 
come for you." 

Another old man, named "Sam," had an unenviable notoriety. He 
would ha,e been well off but for the habit of keeping up his own 
spirits by pouring other spirits down, till the only spirits he had were 
the spirits he took. He had been in the trenches before Sebastopol 
and had entered Lucknow with Sir Colin Campbell. He talked much 
of Captain Hedley Vicars and General Havelock; but there the 
admiration for these soldiers of the cross ended. His great aversion 
-after the" Rooshians ''-was a woman's tongue. Expressing deep 
sympathy for a fellow-tippler who had incurred much odium through 
turning his wife out of doors,-" Poor fellow,'' ·said Sam, "what's a 
man to do when a woman takes to sharpening saws indoors?" 

Most of this fraternity patronized the chapel when the inn at the 
top closed at three. Sober fact, this is. They used to knock out the 
ashes from their pipes in the porch, and stroll heavily in, -some to• 
sleep, but some to listen. It was a strange Sunday afternoon 
audience, and it was hard work to preach to them. But sins were 
called by their right names, and the plain gospel was given. This is 
not the place to say what happened, except in a word or two. There 
came a day when a band of converted young men did glorious work 
among this class,-work which makes our heart beat faster as we 
think of it. Most of these young men are soul-winners still, their 
leader of that time being now one of the best-known ministers in the· 
Dommion of Canada. 

* * * * 
But, enough. Sixty years ago and more, the inhabitants of our 

parish stoned their vicar. In the times gone by, a man used to go 
every fourth Sunday to the top of the church tower to watch for the 
coming of the occasional curate from the town over the moors. If it 
rained or snowed, it was quite unnecessary for the man to look out. 
'' X o parson would come," says the county historian, "except in fine 
weather.'' In the very next village, the old caretaker of the church 
hoped the "reg'lar day" would be wet, '' For," said she, "I've got 
one of my best hena a-sittin' on thirteen eggs in the pulpit, and she 
won't come off till Tuesday ! " But wet or fine makes no difference 
now. An earnest Evangelical incumbent preaches in the church 
where "Badger" tolled the bell; while the chapel up the grassy path 
is all alive under a mission-paator who has for his superintendent. 
"one of our own men.'' 
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~ Ualiant ;nlnn m ®lizah c_th' ~ 
DY R. SHINDLER. 

THE state of our English villages in the sixteenth century, as tr> 
godliness and even morality, was very deplorable. As fish decays 

first at the head, so many of the leaders of the State, being them
selves infamously corrupt in manners and morals, exerted a pernicious 
influence on all the lower grades of society. The sordid sensuality of 
Henry VIII. was more potent for evil than the exceptional piety of 
the youthful Edward VI. was mighty for good. In the latter rei=, 
-all too brief,-the godly rose in many instances to place and pm;'er, 
and shed a lustre on the period of their ascendency; but the corrup
tion was not purged away; it still festered and seethed and seethed 
and festered in private, especially in the more remote parts of the 
country. Mary's reign was a testing time, but the test was applied 
the wrong way about ; it was the gold and the silver that were 
removed, while the dross and the tin remained. The fires of Romish 
persecution were chariots in which the godly were driven home to 
their Father's house, leaving their ashes as a precious seed to yield a 
goodly harvest by-and-by, while the multitude went their own chosen 
way of abominable ungodliness, and, alas! many a professor and 
hypocrite, like driftwood, were borne along the impetuous current of 
vice and profanity. 

The restoration of Protestantism as the State religion, on the acces
sion of Elizabeth, did not greatly alter the morals of the people. The 
Queen herself was not a particularly bright example of godliness, 
and her court was very far from pure. The sovereign lady, who 
thought two or three preachers of the gospel enough for a county, 
had not imbibed much of the spirit of the Master she professed to 
serve, or of His '' great commission." With the gospel, which 
teaches us to "deny ungodliness and worldly lusts," practically 
excluded from the general current of social life, what could be expected 
but that vice would be paramount, and the world, the flesh, and the 
devil have things very much their own way ? And so it was, all too 
commonly; but not entirely. 

God has never left Himself without a witness, and there was a 
remnant according to the election of grace even in those evil days. 
There were a few Nonconformists, using the word as we now under
stand it, who, though weak and feeble, promoted the cause and 
kingdom of their Master, Christ., as He Himself did, by suffering 
patiently, by the bearing· of reproach and shame and scorn, and even 
death itself. There were other Nonconformists, too; men to whom 
all honour is due, and who now 1·eap a rich reward. Place<l. by 
Divine Providence as incumbents of parish churches, they fulfilled. 
their ministry with unswerving fidelity. • Sometimes, with a congenial 
helper in the person of the local knight or esquire, as in the case of 
the Hurleys of Brampton Bryan; but far oftener without any such 
helper, or with the great men of the parish banded and entrenched 
against them,-these men dared all opposition in the faithful dischnrgt' 
of their ministry, warning sinners, reproving sin, and beseeching 
men to be " reconciled to God." 

19 
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Such a man was Hugh Clarke, A.M. ; born at Burton-on-Trent 
1 :,th August, l ,"16:'l, and, after an education at Jesus College Cam~ 
bridge, and the University of Oxford, settled at Oundle, Northai'.npton
shire, in 158- (?). He found the people in a state of most deplorable 
ignorance and iniquity. They lived in the constant profanation of 
the Lord's-day, indulging with impunity in "Whitsun ales, Morris
dancing, and other ungodly sports." He laboured to convince them 
of their sins, and to reclaim them from their evil ways ; but for a 
long time without success. God visited several of the ringleaders with 
remarkable judgments, but they still persisted in their evil courses• 
it was as though they had made a covenant with death, and an agree~ 
ment with hell. At length, however, there was a pleasing alteration. 
The people began to take serious heed to the ministry of their pastor • 
many became reformed in their manners and habits, and not a feV: 
were brought to a saving knowledge of the truth. 

Mr. Clarke's faithfulness sometimes imperilled his life; and on 
several occasions he experienced wonderful interpositions of God's 
hand. One Monday morning, after he had, in his sermon on the 
previous Sabbath, denounced the just judgment of God against 
certain sins to which some of the young men of the place were much 
addicted, a lusty young fellow came to his house, wishing to see him. 
Mr. Clarke invited him into his study, and knowing him to be a 
vicious character, at once began sharply to reprove him, and warn 
him of his danger. The Spirit of God wrought so effectually on the 
conscience of the young man, by means of this faithful dealing of the 
minister, that he fell on his knees, and asked his pardon, at the same 
time pulling out a dagger which he had concealed, and telling him 
that the sermon the previous morning had so enraged him that he 
came with the full intention of stabbing him. "But God has pre
vented me," said he, '' and if you will forgive me, I will never attempt 
the like again." Mr. Clarke assured him of his forgiveness, and 
dismissed him with suitable advice. As the preacher could not have 
been more than six-and-twenty at this time, his fidelity and courage 
are the more commendable. God make every young man, God make 
us all, faithful in reproving wickedness, in whomsoever it may be 
found! 

In 1590, Mr. Clarke removed from Oundle to W ollaston, in 
Warwickshire, having been chosen by the people, and presented by 
Sir Roger Wigston. While here, he was indicted for high treason ; 
and upon what ground? He had been wicked enough to pray that 
"God would forgive the Queen (Elizabeth) her sins"! Surely, there 
was need for such a prayer. The good man was tried, but acquitted. 
He died, 6th November, 1634. 

He was a man of considerable attainments in learning, but he was 
more distinguished for his godliness, and for his zeal, constancy, 
diligence, and success as a preacher. He held the sword of truth, and he 
med it, against evil-doers; but he gathered many precious stones from 
J'\ature's quarry, and built them into the temple of grace. God give 
us every one the like courage and faithfulness, and not less success in 
winniug rsouls ! 
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•rHE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENOE of the PASTORS' COLLEGE EvAN-
GELIOAL ABBO0IATION was commenced on Monday afternoon, Ma,; 3rd, 

by a pre.yer-meetiug e.t Shoreditch Tabernacle. Pastor Thome.e Spurgeon, 
President of the Association, presided, supported by his brother, Pastor 
Charles Spurgeon, one of the two Vice-Presidents; e.nd the ministers and 
students quite crowded the class-room in which the gathering was held. 
The spirit of prayer we.s very manifestly poured out, nearly twenty of the 
brethren audibly lee.ding in supplication. Towards the Qlose of the 
meeting, the President ree.d from the Revised Version, 2 Cor. ii. 12-iii. 9, 
e.nd afterwards expounded the passage. We cannot spare space for the 
whole exposition, though it we.s well worthy of preservation, but we must 
,give the opening sentences because of the personal a.llusion to a notable 
incident in the speaker's history. 

Mr. Thom!I.S Spurgeon so.id :-These words are the words of Paul; 
they are e.lso the Word of God, for God it was who spoke through Paul. 
I he.ve not commented upon them as I read; you know them well, you 
•have commented on them yourselves, I doubt not, times out of number. I 
trust the.t, e.s we ree.d them, the Spirit took of these things of Jesus, and 
revealed them unto you; but I should like to se.y, before we fo.ll to prayer 
age.in,-if I may be permitted e persona.I reference,-the.t I he.ve good 
reason to rejoice in this pe.sse.ge of Scripture for myself. 

When there co.me to me, e.cross the world, e. message the like of which 
I he.d never had before, and did not dream of having then,-e. call to come 
and try to carry on my dee.r, dee.r father's work,-1 sat me down, e.ud 
thought e.bout it, pre.yed over it, and I may tell you that the Lord-I 
think it was He,-brought to my mind this very passage; and it we.s in the 
strength of it the.t I ventured to se.y, "Yes." Some of you mo.y know that, 
e. few days after I had the message, I flashed beneath the see. the answer 
the.t is contained in one of these verses : " Not that we a.re sufficient 
of ourselves, to account anything e.s from ourselves ; but our sufficiency is 
from God." I felt the power of that verse then as I had never felt it 
•,previously ; I thank God that I he.ve felt it ever since, e.nd that it is with 
,me even e.t this present moment. I therefore claim it e.s my own text, but I 
have no monopoly in it; e.nd oh, how gladly would I know that all of you 
just took right hold of it, and let it grip you, too, e.s, thank God, it gripped 
me then ! " Our sufficiency is from God." 

At the tea which followed, very hee.rty thanks were accorded to Pastor 
W. Cuff and his friends for their entertainment of the brethren, and in 
response Mr. Cuff spoke of the early days of the College, when the ever
beloved President, in the fulness of his strength, was able to devote so 
much time to the students whom he he.d gathered around him. "We she.11 
ever love him," se.id Mr. Cuff; adding, as he tumed to the President,-" We 
love you and your brothu none the less. To a man, we pray that the 
m?-D_tle of your father me.y fall on you, and abide upon you, and that your 
mm1stry at the Tabernacle, and all your service for the Master, me.y 
succeed right gloriously until your work is done." 

In the evening, e. public meeting was held in the Shoreditch Tabernacle, 
the _area. of which was well filled with an appreciative and enthusiastic 
audience. The President occupied the ohe.ir, and, after prayer by 
Dr. McCe.ig, and e. few words of cordie.l welcome from Mr. Cuff, delivered 
an e.ddresR, founded upon a fe.milie.r quotation, slightly altered,-" The chief 
end of the Pastors' C,,IIPge is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever." 
Age.in, the crowded condition of our pages makes it impossibl~ to report 
the speech, which ijtruck a high key-note for the rest of the meetmgs of the 
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wee~, snd sho~ed the estimation in which our Alma Matei· is held by her· 
gracious snd gifted son. Mr. Thomas Spurgeon incidentally alluded to the 
fact tbttt, fort:i:-seven years ago, thttt very day (May 3, 1850), his dear father 
httd been bsptized at Isleham Ferry. " Quite a stripling he walked down 
the river bank, and professed the nsme of his dear Lord. 'What it cost him 
none but bims~lf and his Master k!Io_w; but what glorious results ncorued 
from that baph~m ! And we feel i~ mo~mbent upon us to glorify God bv 
tellmg men their pleasurable duty m this respect, and bidding them to b·e 
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
Obedieuoe will surely glorify our Father who is in Heaven." • 

Other addresses followed by Pastors C. E. Stone (Middlesbrough) W. 
Kirk Bryce (Cbatteris), and C. B. Sawday (Metropolitan Tabernacle),'and 
a collection was made for the College funds, 

At_ the same ho~r, a s!milar gathering-combined with the usual prayer
meetmg,-was bemg he1d at the Tabernacle, under the presidency of Pastor· 
Charles Spurgeon, who spoke upon "Returning warriors: their soars 
sufferings, suco~sses, and spoils." !'everal prayers were presented by 
brethren from different part~ of the kmpdom, and e.ddr~s~es were given· by 
Pastors 8. J. Ba~er (Bnry tSt. Edmunds), H.~- B. Phillips (Cheltenham), 
and T. P_erry (K~g's Lynn). Bo_th at Shoreditch e.nd Newington ButtP,. 
the openmg meetmgs gave promise of a week of unusual blessing ; and, 
long before the Conference closed, that promise we.s abundantly fulfilled. 

On Tuesday morning, May 4th, the President presided e.t the devotiona!
sernce, which was me.inte.ined with much fervour for a.bout an hour and a 
quarter. In the course of the proceedings, earnest sympathetic supplication 
was offered for brethren who could not be present, and extracts from some 
of the sufferers' letters were read. The following communioa.tion from our 
afflicted ex-tutor, Professor Fergusson, met with such a hearty reception that 
we think all our brethren, as well as other friends, will be glad to see it in 
print:-

,, Dear President e.nd my beloved old Friend, e.nd Brethren of the
Conference,-

" Up to last Thursday, I indulged the hope of being present with you to 
hear the Presidential address; but, suffering from an attack of inflammation 
in the eyes, the doctor has forbidden me making the attempt, so with regret,. 
yet perfect resignation, I say, 'Not my we.y, but Thy way; not my thoughts 
but Thy thoughts ; ' and in perfect peace let the desire pass away. 

" Allow me to express, in the le.ngue.ge of the old and blessed gospel, my 
heart's desire for this week's work that lies to your hand, and the new year 
that now opens before yon, that the following promise may be your ex
perience every hour of it,-' I will go before thee, and make the crooked 
places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, e.nd out in sunder 
the be.rs of iron' (Isa.. xiv. 2). I wish to say to my brethren that all I am 
able to do to express my increasing love and affection for them is to turn. 
into e. prayer on their behalf the mess~ge of Ananias to the apostle. Me.y. 
each brother feel afresh his call from God to be his witness to the sons of 
men as to what is the will of God, and by His grace may each brother feel 
so strengthened as to obey and do that will e.t all hazards before the soris of 
men, in e.11 places, at all times, and under all circ~mstance~; and ~e.y the 
God of our fatners, before each brother leaves N ewmgton, give to him some 
fresh revelation of His glory ! May the blessed Redeemer, by the light of 
the Eternal Spirit, make a fresh me.nifeste.tion of His grace, e.nd His power 
to save to the very uttermost all who come to God by Him, e.nd me.y each 
brother feel that Christ is closer to him than He he.s ever been, e.nd that He 
will be with him to the end of his work! Me.y the Lord turn into actual 
experieuce that promise concerning His words which runs thus,-'If y_e 

3
bide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall e.sk what ye will, and it, 
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sho.11 be done unto you,' and thus may each m11.n enjoy a sweet sense of 
11.biding in the love of Christ, and feel that his Lord h11..~ let him into the 
secret of speedy answers to prayer! Provided with this centrfl of three
fold power, there is nothing to fear in the prns,mt, or in the fnture. By it, 
Paul moved to their foundations Damascus, Athens, Rome, ,Jerusa]P,m, and 
the worlrl ; by the same power, Charles Haddon Spurgeon moved L•rndon 
England, and the civilized races of the earth. Thus armed, the humblest 
servant of Jesus Christ may go forward without fear. 

":Men of the Conference, once more facing the world, the devil, and the 
flesh up and at them in the name of the Lord, and you will win the well
fought fight; and when it is well with you, remember your old Tutor, 

"A. FERGUSSON.'' 

After special prayer by his dear brother, the President delivered his 
inaugural address. A.s we are able to present it in full to the readers of 
'J'he Sword and the Trowel, this month and next, we need only say here tbat. 

·for an hour and three-quarters the crowded audience was thrilled and 
charmed by the many-sided power displayed in utilizing everything con
nected with railways that could be turned to account in teaching spiritual 
lessons. The universal verdict appeared to be that, admirable as were the 
two previous " inaugurals" of Mr. Thomas Spurgeon, this year's message 
excels them both. 

A brief recess preceded the short business session, in which, after con
Brming the minutes of last year's Conference, the deaths of five members 
and two associates, e.nd one resignation, were reported. Then, on the 
proposition of Pastor W. Cuff, seconded by Pastor G. Turner, Mr. Thomas 
Spurgeon was a.gain elected President of the Association, by the unanimous 
and enthusiastic vote of the whole assembly spontaneously rising and 
cheering their chosen leader. In his reply the President said :- " I do not 
seek a repetition of this office any more than I sought the office at the first; 
but if I can serve you, and the cause of God, I must not-especia.lly after 
what I have said,-shrink from it. I do therefore very heartily-as heartily 
as you offer it,-accept the position. May the Lord give us a.nother happy 
year, and another glad Conference twelve months hence!" 

Pastors J. A. and Charles Spurgeon were elected Vice-Presidents, and the 
latter at once said:-" If I am of any use to you, I sha.11 be glad to serve 
you for another year." Keeping up the metaphor of the railwe.y of which 
they had been hearing, Mr. Charles Spurgeon added that, if 11,n engine were 
needed behind the Conference train, as well as one in front, he would be 
quite willing to be the one behind. (At the Friday-morning meeting, Pastor 
J. A. Spurgeon also announced his acceptance of the Vice-Presidency of 
the Association.) 

In the afternoon; a considerable number of former students of the 
College, including several who are not members of the present Association, 
assembled at the Stockwell Orphanage for the purpose of presenting to 
Pa.star J. A. Spurgeon a valuable album and illuminated address in ap
preciation of his servi<Jes in connection with the College. In the evening, 
the usual informal meeting was held at the Orphanage, Pastor J. A. 
Spurgeon presiding, when addresses were delivered by the chairm,m, and 
'?Y Pastors Charles and Thomas Spurgeon, Robert Spurgeon (who gave an 
mteresting account of "Our Own Men" in India), and H. H. Pullen (who 
spoke concerning the work of the Spezia :Mission). The orphan children, 
?Y their singing and handbell ringing, helped to contribute to the en
Joyment of the brethren. 

The first hour on Wtd11e8da11 morning, M(t!f 5th, was spent in praise and. 
prayer, in the course of which our absent and sick brethren were a.gain 
,apeoin.lly remembered, while earnest supplications were presented on behalf 
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of the wives and children of the members of the Associe.tion. Then followed 
Dr. McCsig's most timely and helpful paper on'' The Cross, the Centre,"' 
As we hope to publish it in the Me.gBzine as soon as possible, we need only 
say ~ere that our brother's masterly treatment of this all-important subject 
remrnded many of his hearers of the beloved Principal Gracey, whose mantle 
has so largely fallen upon Dr. McCaig. The President said that he could, 
not imagine a more suitable opportunity of singing-

" Hallelujah for the Cross!" 
than after we had listened to that " most lovely paper instinct with the 
spirit of Calvary." "The College anthem'.' having beeu' sung, and further 
prayer offered, Pastor W. Y. Fullerton (Leicester), read the paper which we 
are glad to be able to print on a previous page, and which deserves the most 
serious consideration, both because of the topic itself, and from the method· 
of its treatment by one who for many years has had exceptional facilities. 
for learning the spiritual state of the churches in all parts of the kingdom. 
The paper was to ~ave been followed by a confe~ence on "Soul Winning" ; 
but after the openmg address by Pastor John Wilson (Woolwich), and brief 
remarks by two other speakers, the rest of the time had to be devoted to. 
the business left over from the previous day. 

Thirty-one students, who had been more than six months in College were 
admitted into the Association, making the present membership, 761.' Mr. 
Allison was re-elected Manager of the Assurance Community, with thanlie. 
for his past services, and Mr. T. Cox was also thanked for his services in 
connection with the fund. Dr. McCaig and Pastor J. W. Ewing, M.A. 
(Peckham), were re-elected Secretaries of the Association, and Pastor T. 
Greenwood (Ealham) was again chosen as our Remembrancer. Monday, 
Jw,e 14th, was appointed as the Conference Day of United Prayer; and the· 
long morning session was closed by the President's e.nnouncement that hie 
dear mother's Conference gift this year was the one-volume pocket edition 
of his beloved father's Morning and Evening Daily Readings. 

In the evening, the College subscribers met in most cheering numbers for 
tea, and afterwards still more came for the annual meeting of the friends 
of the Institution. W. Willett, Esq., of Brighton, presided; prayer was 
presented by Mr. William Olney; the President and Vice-President (Pe.stors
Thomas and Charles Spurgeon) ge.ve a report of their first year's work in 
their respective and responsible offices ; and addresses were also given by 
the chairman, and by Rev. Robnt Taylor (formerly Presbyterian minister· 
at Upper Norwc,od), Pastors Jas. Stephens, M.A. (Highgate), C. Joseph 
(Portsmouth), and H. K. Kempton (Canterbury), Mr. J. Manton Smith, 
Mr. Humphrey (one of the present students), e.nd T. A. Donny, Esq. The 
closing prayer was offered by Rev. Silas Mead, of Adelaide; e.nd the large· 
company then adjourned to the Tabernacle lecture-he.ll, which he.d been 
arranged for- the occasion in the usue.l tasteful fe.shion. At the supper 
table, the contributions for the College a.mounted to £1,453 14s.; with extra. 
gifts from the chairman, Mr. Denny, the President, e.nd friends who were 
unable to be present, the total was ultimately made up to noe.rly £1,700, 
-a larger sum than has been received in any year since 1892, when the 
donations were to so great e.n extent in memory of the dear Founder of the 
College, C. H. SPURGEON, who he.d then been but rece~tly "promoted to 
glory." His sons, and their me.ny helpers and sympathizers, were gree.tly· 
cheered by this happy termine.tion of their year's service, and it was with & 

full bee.rt and joyous voices that all united in singing-

" Pra.iEe God from whom all blessings flow," 

On Tlrursday morning, May 6th, the prayer-weeting we.seven more t~e.n• 
mu.al a praise-meeting after the Presid€nt had reported the great blessrng 
that had been vouchsafed the previous evening. Then followed Pastor 
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ChBrles Spurgeon's Vice-Presidential address on '' God-touched lips "-a. 
sequel to lBst year's subject, "God-touched hearts." For a full hour, e.nrl 
with great power, he discoursed upon his theme in what hie brother describerl 
as a "remarkable and memorable paper," which we hope to present to our 
readers next month. PBstor C. Ingrem (Wimbledon) was to have followed 
with a pBper on '' The special difficulties in the way of e.n Evangelical 
ministry to-day" ; but he asked that it might be omitted from the pro
grBmme so thBt full time could be devoted to the paper by Pastor W. 
Hackney, M.A. (Birmingham), on "The Christian minister's dependence 
upon the Holy Ghost." This proved to be one of the most notable deliver
ances of the whole week, and we are specially pleased that our brother has 
kindly promised to let it appear in The Sword and the TrcYwel. There was 
in the paper a touching allusion to the Conference message delivered, many 
years ago, on a kindred subject, by the saintly and sainted William 
Anderson, of Ree.ding; and many who were listening to Brother Hackney's 
sweet and tender, yet searching and powerful testimony, were irresistibly 
reminded of the impression produced at that long-past gathering 
to which he had so appropriately alluded. • After heartily thanking tbe 
writer, nothing remained but to spend the rest of the time in praying, as 
the President expressed it, " that this inspiring word may be fastened in 
our memories, and then that it may be lived out in our lives." 

In the evening, a large number assembled for tea, and afterwards the 
greater part of the Tabernacle was crowded for the annual public meeting, 
which was of a specially enthusiastic character. Prayer was presented by 
Pastor C. B. Sawday; the President and Vice-President again reported 
concerning the work committed to their charge, and the generous gifts 
contributed towards its support ; and addresses were also delivered by Dr. 
Usher (as the representative of the tutors), Mr. Walker (one of the 
students), and Pastors R. F. Jeffrey (Folkestonej, W. J. Harris (Eastbourne), 
and W. Y. Fullerton (Leicester). At the close of the meeting, the ministers 
and students were entertained to supper in the lecture-hall. 

On Friday morning, May 7th, during the devotional service, the President 
announced the receipt of the following telegram from Pastor T. W. 
Medhurst :-" First student gr.eats President and brethren. Numbers 
vi. 24-27 ; " and added, "May a like blessing fall upon our Brother 
Medhurst ! " Extracts were also read from a letter written by our French 
brother, Robert Dubarry, who was at Nancy, serving in the army for the 
period that is compulsory to all his countrymen, and at the same time seeking 
to serve the Lord as opportunities were afforded him. The following letter 
was signed by several of "Our Own Men" in Scotland, who 'were obliged to 
be e.bsent from the week's meetings; other signatures would have been 
added if time had permitted :-

" Dear President, 
" We, the undersigned, being unable to get South to the Conference 

on the present occl\sion, beg to send from Scotll\nd our loving and hearty 
wishes to yourself personally, rejoicing in the way you are being sustained 
to maintain so loyally e.nd honourably the work of your dear deplll'ted 
father. We also pray for great blessing to rest upon our brethren assembled 
at the different meetings. 

"Though a few yel\rs ho.ve intervened since he was translated to the 
company of the redeemed in glory, we cannot but feel that you will still 
sorely miss the face and form and living speech of our never-to-be-forgotten 
glorified President. But the Master he so loved to set forth still wolks 
among you ; and on this special week, more than ever before, may you be 
conscious of real contaot with those gu.rments of His which smell of myrrh, 
u.nd aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces. 

" We find the old gospel of the gr11co of God is still the one and only 
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power which tPJls upon the hearts of the men and women in Scotland; nnd 
her<'. in the land of Knox and the Covenanters, we feel that our determina
i ion is as 8trong and deeply-rooted as ever, to know nothing e.mong men 
siwe Jesus Christ aTJd Him crucified. ' 

.. With our united fervent prayers that the week m11.y be one of the riO'ht 
h,md of the Most High. we are, most hee.rtily, " 

"Em, ARD LAST, GEORGE MENZIES, ALEXANDER PIG GOT, ,v ALTER 
RroU.RDS. 'WILLIAM RUTll>EN, DA,ID TAIT, GEORGE WHITTET." 

A few items of Conference business still reme.ined to be done. The 
Special or "Emergency" Committee was re-appointed. The we.rmest 
thanks of the brethren were voted to Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon for her generous 
Conference gift, "and for all those loving ministries by which she has 
gle.ddened so many hearts and brightened so many homes." Very hearty 
gratitude was also expressed to the friends who he.d so kindly entArtained 
the country brethren during the week, and also to those who had contri
buted to the Hospitalities Fund. (No less than £55 was thus given, much 
.c,f it in quite small sums.) 

A resolution having been pe.ssed, recording in somewhe.t more formal 
fashion the sentiments uttered by the President on Tuesde.y concerning the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee, one of the brethren mentioned that the late 
royal housekeeper was a regular reader of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons, which 
;he often left on the table that they might be seen by her Majesty, and on 
ruany occasions the Queen had asked if she might keep them. 

At the closing service, the President read Habe.kkuk ii., Pastor J. W. 
Ewing prayed, and then the President preached from Hab. ii. 2 :-" And 
the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that ree.deth it." In a future number of the 
Magazine we hope to publish the discourse, which was a fitting conclusion 
to a most memorable series of meetings. The address at the communion 
te.ble was given by Pastor F. H. White, who spoke with much tenderness 
and pathos upon the words of the apostle in 1 Corinthians xL 23-26. Then 
came the communion, and the final Psalm (cxxii.), sung as usue.l by the 
whole assembly standing with hands linked, and with the Benediction. closed 
·' The Conference of the Cross," as it had been termed during the week to 
<listinguish it from other notable seasons, such as "The Conference of the 
Word," " The Conference of the Holy Ghost," &c. 

At the farewell dinner, our Remembrancer reported that, during the year, 
1 iO brethren had collected or contributed £345 towards the funds of the 
College,-a great increase upon the previous twelve months, when the 
figures were 15i and £254 ; yet, as Mr. Greenwood said, there is still room 
for improvement. Hearty thanks were accorded to the Hospitalities Com
mittee, to whom so much of the comfort of the brethren during the week 
is due; and Mr. Charlesworth responded on behalf of himself and his 
-colleagues. Then, in the usual cheery and cheering fashion, all bearing the 
beloved name of Spurgeon, whether present or absent, were remembered 
and thanked and coagratulatAd, the tutors were also honoured in similar 
style, and after appropriate replies, the gatherings of 1897 were finally and 
.fittingly closed with the Benediction. 

The following Lord's-day morning, in bis capacity of Pastor of the 
Tabernacle Church, the President preached from the text which,. months 
before, he had in faith selected as the motto of the Conference :-" And He 
came down with them and stood in the plain, and the company of His 
<lisciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Juda3a and Jerusalem, 
ai;d from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear Him, and 
to be healed of their diseases." The discourse is published by Messrs. 
A. H. /;tock well & Co., under the title, "The Master'd Presence," and makes 
an admirable finish to the record of tbA week's gatherings. 
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ADY Book reviewed or adverUaed In 1h11 Magazine will be rorwarded by Mo9"ro. Passmor, 
and Al11ba1&er on reoelpt or Postal Order for &he published price 

]'iclor-ia the Great, 011,r Empress Queen, 
Voce.I mBrch, written by V. J. 
CHARLESWORTH, composed by T. 
W. PARTRIDGE. He.rt and Co. 
Price, one shilling nett, from the 
Stockwell Orphe.ne.ge. 

A BRIGHT, stirring march, the words 
by the esteemed Hee.d Master of the 
Orphe.ne.ge, the music by the e.ccom
pe.nist to the Orphe.ne.ge Choir. The 
words a.re well suited to the music, 
and lee.p with life to the melody of 
the march. The music is full of force 
and II go," the harmonies being well 
written, while a.voiding the common
place. We heartily commend this 
Diamond Jubilee composition to the 
attention of our musice.l ree.ders, e.nd 
wish for it e. le.rge sale. 

The Religious Tract Society is 
catering well for various classes of 
readers who e.re supposed to we.nt 
informe.tion about the Queen e.nd her 
record reign. First come two penny 
booklets,-Victoria, R I., by ·JAMES 
M.AoAULAY, M.A., M.D., e.nd The 
Life and Reiqn of Queen Victoria, by 
EMMA LESLIE,-both of which deal 
chiefly with the personal character of 
the Queen e.nd the Royal Family. 
In e. shilling volume, in sce.rlet cloth, 
entitled, Our Gracious Queen, Mrs. 
WALTON, the author of Ohristi:e's Old 
Organ, be.a provided for the little ones 
e.n instructive collection of pictures 
a:nd stories concerning the Queen's 
life. In the brightly-bound he.If. 
crown book, These Sixty Years, three 
e.uthors-F. M. HOLMES, W. J. 
GORDON, e.nd D. J. L"EGG, - he.ve 
united in concisely describing the 
progress of " literature, e.rt, science, 
na~i~ation, industry, commerce, 
rehg1on, e.nd philanthropy" during 
th_e period covered by th~ Queen's 
~eign. On pe.ge ,j3 we find the follow- 1 

!ng po.re.graph, which will be of 
IDterest to many of our readers:-

''.1:he !1ge has been one of great 
e.cti~1ty. m the production and dis
semmation of sermon - litemture. 
P~eachers like C. H. Spur~eon, Canon 
Liddon, Alexe.nder Me.cle.ren and , 

scores of le9q gifted men, have h,i,d 
their usefulness vastly increaqed by 
the way in which the modern press 
he.s scattereil broadcast their ' winged 
words.' Mr. Spurgeon's SP.rm0ns 
have been sold by millions, and it is 
hardly too much to say that no one 
preacher has ever reached so vast~ 
number of the human race befoJ'f>. In 
fact, one of the most remarkabh, 
fee.t11res of the reign has been Mr. 
Spurgeon's power as e. preacher, and 
the incrce.~e of that p)wer through 
the press." 

The Secretaries of the Tract Society 
e.lso send us the first volume of 
Sunday Ho1,rs. their new :Magazine 
for Boys and Girls, who ought to be 
grateful for all the mental pro
vision so bountifully prepared for 
them. There is much material here 
to help to make Sunday houro pass 
plee.se.ntly e.nd profitably. 

Hooks and E11es; or, Little Helps to 
Little Folks, by Rev. FREDERICK 
LANGBRIDGE, M.A., is another volume 
issued by the se.me publishers, which 
is certe.in to be e. gree.t favourite with 
the juveniles. Fa.milie.r proverbs a.re 
explained e.nd applied in simple 
le.nguage, and plentifully illustrated 
to make them still more attractive. 

T1·ue Stories for the Little Ones, by 
L. I. TONGUE and E. M. TONGUE 
( so.me publishers), is e. splendid 
shillingsworth for the youngsters. 
The Tongues the.t can tell such true 
tales e.s these should go on telling 
many more. 

A sixpenny booklet that ought to 
have e. wide circule.tion in the 
present de.y, in order to help to ste.y 
the ad ve.nce of Popery in England, is 
R~formation ilfartyrs, conte.ining brief 
sketches of the noble lives e.nd cruel 
dee.ths of Huss, Tyndale, La.timer, 
Hooper, George Wishart, and 
Patrick He.milton. Such " bio
grnphies for the people " cannot be 
distributed too freely, and right 
heo.rtily do we thank the Religious 
Trll.ct Society for issuing them in 
this cheap and handy form. 
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The Mm·t!1r-Crown ,- oi·, "The Seed of 
the C'hurch." By Rev. R. H. 
PIGOTT, B.A. "Home Words•• Office. 

A SPLENDID piece of Protest.ant teach
ing in story form, which our growing 
lads and lasses should be encouraged 
to read. The truth about Latimer 
and Ridley, and Cranmer, cannot b~ 
told too often, espedally in quarters 
where such desperate efforts are being 
made to bring the people a.gain under 
the tyranny of the priest and his 
Popish doctrines. These creatures of 
an apostate faith hate the light: and 
the more we can make manifest 
the history and spirit of their 
actions. the more we shall emanci
pate our fellow-countrymen from 
their baleful influence. This is just 
the book to place on the home table 
or in the Sunday-school library. 

The Sunday School Union has pub
lished two more eighteen-penny 
volumes by Mr. FRANK MUNDELL.
Heroines of Travel, and Herofoes of the 
Dross. The former collection includes a 
great variety of lady-travellers, such 
as Madame Ida Pfeiffer, Lady Bra.ssey, 
Lady Florence Dixie, Mrs. Bishop, 
Miss Gordon Cumming, Mrs. Norman, 
Miss Mary H. Kingsley, and Miss 
Geraldine Guinness, some of whom 
might modestly and perhaps truth
iully disclaim the name " heroine." 
Their adventures are, however, 
worthy of record ; and those who read 
the stirring narratives will find much 
information concerning many strange 
places and peoples. 

The second volume has a charm 
that the first possesses only in a 
limited degree, for Heroines of the Cross 
must take precedence over mere Hero
ines of Travel. Brief accounts a.re here 
given of Mrs. Judson in Burma.h, Mrs. 
Moffat in .Africa, Mrs Gilmour in 
Mongolia, Mrs. John Williams and 
other noble women in the South Sea 
Islands, Mrs. Hinderer, who was her 
husband's great helper in the Yoruba 
country, Fidelia. Fiske in Persia, and 
many more godly sisters who have 
laboured and suffered for the Saviour 
in various parts of the world. 
This book should be put into the hand 
of every girl and youug woman who 
Cll.n read our mother-tongue. 

Messrs. Partridge and Co. have 
just issued quite a novel publioation 
entitled, Eye Gate; or, the Value of 
Native A rt in the Mission-field, by 
WM. WILBON, M.B., C.M., of the 
China Inland Mission. The speoial 
feature of the work is the reproduo. 
tion, in fac-sirnile, of 30 Chinese 
paintings representing the Prodigal 
Son, the Good Samaritan, &c. It is 
certainly a curiosity, and gives more 
than a hint of a very valuable 
auxiliary to foreign mission work • 
the price is two shillings. ' 

The thousands of readers who he.ve 
been fascinated with the charms of 
'Probable Sons' and Teddy's Button, will 
be glad to know that the author he.s 
written another book, entitled, Odd, 
which the Religious Tract Society has 
just published at two shillings. It 
is a touching story, in some points 
excelling in interest its delightful 
predecessors; what higher pre.ise 
could we give it? 

Ohipsfrom my Log. By JOHN BURN
HAM. With Introduction by Pastor 
THOMAS SPURGEON. BaptiRt Tre.ct 
and Book Society. 

THIS 3s. 6d. book will be welcomed 
by many of 011r readers who 
remember the striking incidents in 
evangelistic work which have been 
from time to time recorded by Mr. 
Burnham in our pages. There are 
also other narratives which have not 
appeared in the Sword and T1·owel, 
together with the evangelist's auto
biography and portrait, making up a 
volume that ought to be very useful 
both to Christian workers and those 
who are seeking the Saviour. As Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon says in his Intro• 
duction :-" Here is kindling wood 
for the fires of faith and service ..• • • 
These ' Chips ' a.re resinous with love 
to Christ, faith in the gospel, and 
zeal for souls. Smouldering embers 
of devotion will find fit fuel here." 

" Curly''; or, Livinq Shadows. By 
KATIIA.RINE A. RIOIIA.RDS. George 
Stoneman. 

RATIIEU an involved story aiming st 
showing the evil of unequal marriages. 
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,'Jecret8 of ,'foncUty. By Rev. 
BARNES-LAWRENCE, M.A.. 
and Co, 

A. E. 
Nisbet 

ONE more of 11, most excellent series of 
volumes which seek to cultivate the 
deeper spiritual life of all true believers. 
It is 11, worthy companion of those 
which have preceded it ; and this is 
no stinted praise, for they were of 
high quality. With much enthusiasm 
for true holiness, there is no fevered 
fanaticism. The light of knowledge 
and truth equals the hee.t of e.rdour 
e.nd zee.l; e.nd both mingling glow, 
not with stre.nge fire, but with e. pure 
11nd Heavenly fie.me. Young believers 
and ripened sa.ints me.y alike find 
much help and guide.nee here in the 
lifo Divine. Need we, could we, sa.y 
more, to advice its purchase and 
peruse.I? 

THE present issue of the Magazine is, 
according to our usual custom at this time 
of the year, a Special Conference Number. 
We shall be very grateful if all the Members 
and Associates of the Pastors' College 
Evangelica.l Associa.tion will kindly make 
this fact known. The only verbatim report 
of Pastor Thoma.a Spurgeon's Presidential 
Address a.ppears in The Sword and tlte 
Trowel; this a.lone should secure for us, 
this month and next, a specially wide circle 
of readers. Pa.stor W. Y. Fullerton's 
paper on "The Lament after Conversions," 
should be ca.refully and prayerfully pon
d~red by all who long for the prosperity of 
Zion. 

In July, wo sha.11 (n.v.) publish a Second 
Conference Number, cm;ita.ining the con
clusion of the President's Address, also 
Pastor Charles Spurgeon's Vice-Presidential 
Address, and, if there is room, one of the 
other remarkable papers which those who 
attended the Conference were privileged to 
hear. "The Pastor'd Page" is necessarily 
omitted for two or three months, pa1·tly 
from lack of space, ll.lld pa.rtly to give the 
Pastor a little rest during this busy 
season. 

MRS. C. H. SPUROEON'S PHOTOGRAPHS.
Many friends ho.ve desired to possess a 
recent photograph of Mrs. Spurgeon ; we 
a.re happy to say that their wishes can now 
b_e gratified, 11nd th11t they cau, at the so.me 
tim_e, help 11 pa.rt of the Lord's work in 
which she is deeply interested. During her 

The Gospel of Pra;yer. By W. E. 
WINKS. Rochdale~" Joyful News" 
Depot. 

P APERB, full of devotional thought
fulness, on " Pre.yer in the Gospel 
according to Luke.'' Without a.ny 
e.ttempt to dazzle by brilliance, Mr. 
Winks has given us a. soliil and 
attractive series of disquisitions on the 
royal prerogative of believing prayer. 
If the book were only read, a.nd then 
universe.Uy practised, what an inflow 
of power would come to the people of 
God everywhere! We warmly com
mend it to the loving and careful 
study of e.11 true disciple~, e.nd 
ee.rnestly trust that it may bring forth 
fruit in their lives. It is a. book that 
will well repe.y purche.se, and repeated 
reading; and we a.re grateful for its 
a.ppea.ra.nce. 

last visit to Bexhill, and in addition to the 
group published in last month's Ma.ga.zine, 
three cabinet photos. were taken, -
vignette, three-quarter, and full-length. 
These a.re being sold on beha.lf of the 
building fund of Beulah Ba.ptist Cha.pel, 
Bexbill-on-Sea, and any number will be 
gla.dly supplied post free, at ls. 6d. each, 
by Pa.star J. S. Hockey, Upland Cotta.ge, 
BexhiLI, Sussex. 

A fourth was taken, a.nd being the best 
likeness of the whole wa.s reserved for the 
frontispiece of the ~p,ciat Ed,tio11 of Mrs. 
Spurgeon's volume, Tm Yea,·s _.J.jter 1 

which is now in course of prepara
tion, ll.lld will shortly be reo.dy for sale 
by Messrs. Passmore and Alaba,uer, or 
through e.11 booksellers. The book will be 
bandsomely bound, with gilt edges, and 
benea.th each photogra.ph Mrs. Spurgeon 
will write her autograph. The price o[ this 
special edition of 1'm rears _ljte,· .' will be 
five shillings ; it would make a. choice 
birthday or holiday present. The volume 
ca.n also still be obtained in cloth binding 
a.t 3s. lld. 

We nre a.sked by the ladies of the 
METROPOLITAN T AllER.'IA.CLE BIDLE FLOWER 
MISSION to sa.y tha.t they will be very 
grateful to ..uy friends who c1m send them 
flowerJ for distribution in the Inli.rnrnry a.nd 
the Workhouse. The tlornl gifts will be 
doubly welcome if the douors will kindly 
follow exactly the accomp,\nying instruc
tions:-

Hi\mpers should be sent in time lo arri,·, 



:,;-1)'1'1!:S, 

• .-, J () l,d(;I) ,n,. d,·lir,T t,' 1' 11 10 o'r/()r l.-011 1f"td • 
·n· :t,i a .,, mor,,i11_a, aad ShOuld be addrf'sRctl,
The ~<'cr<>hny, Bible Flower lllission, 
ll[,.tropolil.an l'abernRde, Xcwin~ton Butts, 
L ondon ,-cr.rriapc· pni.d, lo b,· rfdi1:,,,·,·d 
f •lllll tli t (l{('/_t/ . 

. .\noth t> r of the Tabernacle ,·eteraus bas 
been c:illed home to rejoin hie belo.-cd 
Pastor in the presence of the Lord they both 
scrred so long here belo,...._ :1!r. ,!rune,, Stiff' 
WRS the last but one of the personal frienas 
and helpers of Mr. Spnrgeon, whose por
traits appeared in Tlic S 1n,rd rwd th e 
Tro ,nl. wi th the sketches written by the 
dea.r Past.or himself. The likeness here re
I'roduced w:i.s published in the :.\iagazrnc for 

Janua.ry, 1892, wiLh a brief but loving 
tr:uute from the pen of the Editor, who wa, 
n~arer home than he then thought. These 
are some of his kind words concerning Mr. 
Still':-" In 18~3, he became a deacon of the 
Tabernacle Churc'o., and trustee of the 
Stockwell Orphanage. In the providence 
of God, oa.r friend rose from a working la.d 
in the country, to become one of the great 
manufacturing potters of Lambeth. He 
remained, in a ll conditions, true to Non
conformity, to the Se.tbath School, and to 
the orthodox faith . Young people have 
always found in him a warm friend, and a 
kind adviser. Our readers will also remem
ber bow UBeful Mre. Stiff bas been in her 
large Bible-cla.81. In the village where he 
was Lom, our friend bae built a. row of 
Almshouses as a token of gratitude to God 
for prospering him. He is a Suffolk men, 
w ell known at Bury St. Edmund's. He we.a 
a lee.diug mem her of the first London School 
Board, and he has been Master of the 
Lc,riu <,rs' Company; but in these pages he 
will bt better commended by his Pastor's 
sayiug that he bas found him a true friend 
aud a willwg h<:lper, and that he trusts that 
Lis last d•ys will be full of re~t to himself, 
u.ud glu ry tt, r;0d." 

Y i,r ~ l011g time, Mr. Stiff has suffered 1 

from weak action of the heC\rt, C\nd ou 
J~ir.,dny, Mn.11 IS, it cel\eed to boat, C\Utl he 
was "with the Lord." Our friend had 
reached the ripe a,ge of eighty- eight. It was 
not long ago that "pa.mgmph appeared in 
TJ,c Bflpti.,t claiming thn.t ho he.d probo.bly 
been as long ao ony otbor liviug person a 
member of 1t Baptiot Church, h1wing been 
baptized at Bury St. Edmund'e on the first 
Sabbath in March, 1825. 

\Ve sincerely sympathize with his widow 
and sons, aa.d o.11 other relatives who a.re 
left to mourn his loss. 

Th~ funeral service was held on Sa.turda.y 
May 22, at Stockwell Baptist Chapel, which 
was erected ma.inly through Mr. Stiff's 
generooitv. A large company of friends 
a.ssembled, including a number of the 
orphan children a.nd representatives of the 
Orpha.na.ge staff, and moat of the des.cons 
a.a well a.a many of the elders and members 
of the Ta.berna.cle Church. Pa.ators Thomas 
Spurgeon, Arthur Mnreell, M. Cumming, 
W. Willia.ms, a.nd E . Henderson took pa.rt 
in the proceedings. At the interment in 
Norwood Cemetery, a brief but impressive 
service we.a conducted by Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon. The following day, prea.cbing 
at the Tabernacle, the Pa.ator a.gain made 
affectionate a.nd appropriate allusion to the 
"home-going" of hie faithful friend a.nd 
dee.con. 

Special Notice.-The annual meeting of 
the POOR MINISTERS' CLOTllDi'G SOCIETY 
will (n.v.) be held at the Metropolitan 
Ta.berna.cle, on Monday, July 5, when the 
President, Mrs. Thoma.a Spurgeon, ha.e 

, kindly consented to be present to receive 
parcels of clothing to be distriba.ted among 
needy ministers and their wives and 
families. At the last anniversary, 888 
garments were received ; a.II of these ha.ve 
been disposed of, and the Committee sin
cerely trust that friends will send a.dditiona.l 
articles, new or otherwise, to help them to 
carry on this most useful work. Pa.reels 
should be a.ddressed,-The Secretary, Poor 
Ministers' Clothing Society, Metropolita.n 
Tabemacle, N ewington, London. Done.
tions for the Society's fnnde will be grate
fully acknowledged by the Trea.surer, Mre. 
Goddard Clarke, "Ingleside," Elm Grove, 
Peckham, S.E. 

CoLLEOE.-Mr. J . Scilley is leaving Brid
lington, and going to Station Road, Plum
stead. 

OnPRANAGE.-The gre11.t event of _this 
month is, of course, the Annual Fc•t,vat, 
which will (n. v.) be celebrated on Thursday, 
J une l 7. The gates will be opeu from 
2.:30 p.m. At the afternoon meetiug, the 
chairman will be J. Compton Rickett, 1!]•4·, 
M.P. ; and at the evening meetiug, Sir A. 
Sea.le Ha,slam is expected to preside. The 
miniators armonnced as apeu.kers are, Iteve. 
H . Arnold, T. Cross, C. Joseph, It. Morton, 



PASTORS' COLLF,r;;;_ 

W R J\,fowll, M.A., A. J. Poynrler, M.A., 
John· J. A., Charles, and Thomas Spur
geon' J. G. 'l'raiu, M.A., T. G. Tarn, and 
R Weetrope. There will be tbo ueual 

-~ ing bantlbell ringing, and musical 
~rifl by the orphan children, a epecial 
feo.ture thie year being the performance of 
Mr Charlesworth'• new voco.l march re-

ie;.,od on another page. Another novelty 
;ill be the exhibition of moving photo
gra-phs. All who are able to help in the 
ommemoration of " Founder'• Day" at 

~he Orphanage, will be •ure to find plenty 
to interest them. Collecting-boxes and 
bookB cttn al way• be obtained of the Secre
tary Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, 
London, S. W. 

CoLPORTAOE.-We were hoping to have 
been able to thank friends interested 
in the Colporte.ge work fo_r their Jubilee 
donations "" appealed for m last month's 
Notes but, alas! only in one instance have 
we ha.'d a respome. Col portage is as neces
sary to-day as it was when our glorified 
President founded the Association. If all 

peo1,lo were born heirs oi Balva.tio11, the 
gospel would not be ueeded; but we know 
that all are born in sin, and unless a vital 
change of heart is brought about by helief 
in our Hedeemer, Jesus Christ, they will b& 
lost. Hence, to spread God's Word and 
other good literature (the object for which 
the Association was formed), is as much 
required as ever ; and to do this, funds must 
be provided. 

Last year, .5,95:, Bibles and 2,175 Testa
ments were eold by our colporteure, besir!e 
nZ,902 other publications; and this year 
thA result is almost as good. lhA decrease, 
being 1n consequence of the discontinuance 
of several District subscription~, so re<luci.1,g 
the number of workP.rs. Our General Fu,,J. 
might he largely augmented by frieuJs 
taking collecting-boxes, which may be tad 
by application to the Secretary, Pastors' 
College, Temple Street, Southwark, t<> 
whom all letters a.nd subscriptions shouhl 
be addressed. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabern"-cle.
April 29, fifteen. 

~etropolifnn ~nhernncle. 
8tatemerit of Receipts f.-om April 15th to JUay 14th, 1897. 

Mrs. E. H. Fielder.' .. 
Miss Hadfield ... 
Paotor W. c. Bryan ... 
Pastor J. W. Ewing, 'M.A. 
MissWare ... ... ... ... .. 
Annual collection at Edmonton Baptist 

Chapel, per Pastor D. Russell 
Pastor Chas. Dee.I... .. . . .. 
Rev. W. L. and Mrs. Lang 
Mr. Geo. Gibbs 
Mr. W. Pitcher ... 
Pastor T. Breewood 
Mr. H. E. J. Taylor 
Mr. Robt. Brazil ... 
Mr. H. Burman 
Pastor W. White ... 
Mr. Obas. Deayton 
Pastor W. L. Mayo 
11 In loving memory of our dear 

mother's translation into glorr ," 
from the Misses Gould 

Mr. Walter P. Neavell 
Pastor E. J. Burrows 
!llr. W. Evans ... ... ... .. 
Scarisbrick Street Bllptist Ohurch, 

Wigau, per Paetor l,". G. l{emp 
Mr. Geo. J.->ine .. . 
Mr. W.Johneon ... ... . .. 
11 A friend," per Mr, J. IlaywurJ 
Mrs. Jeffrey... ... .. . .. 
Pastor S. W. Twiggs 
Mr. R. 13omfo1·d ... 
Miss Farley... . .. 
l'ustor W. Sullimn 
Mr. anti Mrs. WllitUe 
Mr. E. S. Iloot 
Mrs. E. B. Iloot ••• 
Miss Nellie Boot ... 
Mrs. C. E. Blakeway 
Mrs. A. E. Dm·mun .. . 
~to1· W. D. MoKinney .. . 

•C.H. Pl"ioe ... . .. 

£ s. d. 
l 1 O 

10 0 0 
0 2 6 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 

2 0 0 
0 2 6 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
2 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 

4 0 O 
3 3 0 
0 10 0 

25 0 0 

0 10 6 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 O 0 
1 0 O 
6 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 
5 0 0 
1 1 O 
ll 10 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 
6 6 0 

Mr. H.J. Gibbs ... 
llfr. James Clark 
IIIr. J. W. Wolfe ... 
Pastor H. B. Bard well . . . . . . .. 
Collectiou at Stepney Baptist Chapel, 

King's Lynn, per Pastor T. Pe.rry ... 
Mr. Kohlbeck 
Mr. J. G. Priestley ... ... . .. 
Collection at Gladestry Baptist Chapel, 

Evenjobb, per Pastor G. P. Edwards 
Mr.J. G. Hall .. 
Rev. R. J. Beeclill' ... 
Pastor J. Ra.nkine's box... ... . .. 
A few friends, per Pastor J. Rankine ... 
Pastor J. S. Bruce ... 
Collection e.t Sevenoaks Baptist 

Chapel, per PllStor C. Rudge ... 
Contribution from Clarence Road Bap

tist Church, Southend, per PllStor 
F. A. Hogbin ... 

Pastor J. ,v. Colley 
Pastor A. ,v. Wood ... ... . .. 
Donation from Southport Tabernacle, 

per Pastor •r. I. Edwards 
Donation from West Park Street 

Chapel, Chatteris, per Postor "\V. 
Kirk Bryce 

Mr. James Stiff ... 
Mr. Charles Phillips 
Rev. R. H. 0. G1·!1.bam .. . 
Pastor T. and l\Irs. Spw-geon .. . 
Dr. 'l'. J. Barnardo 
Mr. C. Buchel ... ... ... . .. 
From Salem Chapel, Dover, per Pastor 

E. J. Edwards .. ... . .. 
Pastor E. J. nnd Mrs. Edwards 
Mrs. Kent ... . .. 
l\Irs. Hester Keevil 
Mr. G. l\I. Rubbioh .. 
From Il11ptist Cllurcb, Putney, per 

Pnstor S. H. Wilkinson 
A friend, per Pastor G. A. Wevb 

:.. s. d. 
0 lu ti 

25 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 

1 8 6 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 

1 3 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 5 
0 10 0 

0 S 0 

1 12 7 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

S O 9 
10 0 0 

3 ..:, n 
5 o 0 

:!5 U ll 
5 ~ 
2 ~ 0 

3 0 ll 
0 

0 10 ti 
10 0 0 
1 0 0 

1 10 0 
0 5 0 
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Pa,,tor W. Gillard... .. 
Contribution from Pe.radise Row 

Ch11rch, Wa.ltha.m Abbey, per Pa.stor 
G. H. Kilby ... ... ... . .. 

Friends a.t Cottage Green Chapel, per 
Mr. W. Sea,.. ... . .. . .. 

PRstorJ.J. Kendon ... 
Pastor ,T. W. Tomkins _ 
P~t.or E. '.rtlilnea ... . . . ... . .. 
Cont.ribution from Tooting Baptist 

Church, per Put.or G. Hunt 
Rumsey ... •• ... ... ... 

Commur<on collection, from Walkley 
Bapti.st Churoh, Sheffield, per Pa.stor 
A. G. HRSte 

£ •· d. 
0 II 0 

0 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 
I 17 3 
2 ll 0 

l 17 0 

l O 0 
Mr. W. Willett .. 
Mr. F. W. K. Lloyd 
Mr. Thos. Summers 
Mr. Edward Johnson 
JIIr. T. H. Olney ... . .. 
~Ir. Wm. Ma.nnington ... 
Pastor Ja.mes Stephens, M.A. 
Pastor T. Green,.ood 

. .. 100 0 0 
6 0 0 
6 II 0 
6 0 0 

50 0 0 

lllr. A. J. Layzell ... 
Mr. J. W. Ott.away 
Mr. A. C. Hollands 
Pastor T. L. Johnson 
Mr. T. Round 
Miss F.. Round 
Mrs. Warren .. 
Mr. Henry Arnold 
PastorJ. Doubleday 
Pastor J. B. Anderson •
Mr. and Mrs. s. R. Pearce 
Mr. J.B. Meredith 
Mr. H. H. Bullman 
::llr. G. M. Hammer 
Jl.fiss M. A. Dickens 
lllr. M. Romang ... 
Mr. G. Gregory 
Mr. W. Greatrex ... 
~irs. "Cpton 
Mi,sLpton ... 
:'.llrs. H.oyva.rd 
:'.Ill . and Mrs. W. Ro11' .. 
)[ise- C _ Pearce 
MissM. Pearce 
Mr. Edward Pea.ree ... 
l1r. aIJd l\Irs. S. Wigney .. 
Mr. e.nd Mrs. F. H. Ford 
Mr. e.nd Mrs. C. W a.i,staff 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Thomas 
Mr. B.Dd Mrs. George Higgs 
Mrs. M.. De.v:ieo ... 
Pastor W. Usher, M.D. 
Mr. A.. :H. Forbes ... 
Mrs. (',a.I vert 
Mr. W. T. Dives ... . .. 
Mr. e.nd Mrs. Narrowe.y ... 
Mr. Richard Holman, jun. 
Mrs. Wade ... 
ll1r•. Tin.n.iswood ... 
Mr,. Sillitoe 
Putor F. G. West .. . 
Mr. Ja.mes Tait ... • .. 
Messrs. E. and G. Harris 
p.,,t,or E. Dyer ... 
Mr. e.nd .'llrs. Ja.mes Hall 
Mu.s Lile. Ha.II 
:Mr. and ~lr•. T. G. A. 
Mr. A. Cuh·erhouse 
Mr. G. Finch 
Mr. J. Read ... 
Mrs. Cuthbert 
Mis, Cuthbert 
M"""" G. W. RUSBell and Son.o 
Mr,. (jeo. Russell ... 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rw;sell ... 
Mr. J. Short, jun. ... 
J.B. 
Mr. R. Clarke 

5 5 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
0 10 0 
1 6 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
111 6 
1 0 0 
l 1 0 
6 5 0 

10 0 0 
1 0 0 
3 3 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
5 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
6 0 0 
S O 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
4 4 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
a a o 
2 2 0 
4 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
6 0 0 
1 1 0 
a o o 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 6 
3 3 0 
a a o 
0 10 6 
2 ~ () 

llir, A. Wills 
Mr. and Ml'!I. B. B. Blnke 
Mr. Gt>o. Redml\D.,, 
Mrs, W. Olney 
Mr. W. Olney ... 
Mr. H.K. Olner ... 
Miss 8. K. Olnev ... 
Mios A. K. Olney ... 
Mn. Higg, and family .. . 
Mr, and Jllrs. W. Higgs .. . 
Mr. W. M. Hip• . . . . .. 
Mi88 Lottie Higgs .. . 
Mn,. R. Miller .. . 
" An old friend O . • • . •• 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hill 
Mr.E.J.Hill ... . .. 
l\Irs. Moore ... 
Mrs. Hellier 
Mr. Dew ... 
Mrs.He.saa.1.1 ... . .. 
Mr. o.nd Mrs. C. J. Percy 
Mrs, a.nd Miss Allen ... 
Mr. Godbold 
Miss L. C. . .. 
Miss Butcher 
Miss Stephenson 
Miss E. A. ... . .. 
Mi88 Kerridge ... 
Miss M. Wollacott 
Mr. E. Wollo.cott .. . 
Mr. W. Hooker .. . 
Miss E. Kerridge .. . 
Mr. E. Johnson .. . 
Mr. J. Allum .. . 
Pastor W. Williams ... . .. 
Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster 
Mrs. Hawkey .. . 
Mr. A. J. Hawkey .. . 
Miao Thorpe 
Mro. Bonetto ... . .. 
Mr. B.Dd Mro. A. S. Tatnell 
Mr. o.nd Jllrs. J. J. Cook ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Harden .. .. . 
Jlliso E. A.. Gilbert anl friend .. . 
Miss Winter ... 
Mro. S. G. Wicking 
Mrs. A. Chadwick .. . 
Mrs. Bnckmaster .. . 
Mrs. Fletcher 
Miss Emery .. , ... 
l\Ir. and Mro, E'oyle 
Mr. H. Co wry ... 
M iso Smo.llridge .. . . .. 
PD.Rt.or A. A. o.nd Mro. Harmer ... 
Miss Clo.rkson 
lllr•. Oldfield 
Miss Rosa 'fbomas ." 
lllr. and Mrs. Horniblow 
L.A..H. ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Barrett ... 
Miss Easton o.nd friend 
Mr. John Winckworth ... 
Mr. Edward Co.lter 
Mr. and Mro. Sort.well 
Mrs. 'I'odd 
Mr. E. J. Wilmot .. . 
Mr. M. A. Britton .. . 
Mr. and Mro. Wilson 
Mr. and Mr.. Norman 
Miss Wood ... 
l'lfr. J. W. Harra.ld 
Mr. E.W. H. Harrald 
Mr. C. J. B. Harre.Id 
Miss Harrald 
Miss F. M. Han·ald 
Mrs. Bailey . 
Jl1rs. Shelford 
!\fr. F. Adaws 
_l\,fr, Mayze ... 
J.1>1. 
A. M. 

£ "· d. 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
Ii O 0 
s a o 
6 0 0 
3 3 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 O 

50 0 0 
25 0 0 

2 2 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 
16 0 0 

2 2 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 O 
3 3 0 
1 l 0 
2 2 0 
1 11 6 
1 1 0 
0 10 6 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 

60 0 0 
3 3 O 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 
6 0 O 
3 3 0 
6 0 0 
2 2 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
6 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 

26 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 O 
2 2 0 
111 6 
6 6 0 
4 0 0 
6 6 0 
1 1 0 
1 l 0 
0 10 0 
3 3 0 
3 3 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
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poetor G. Apthorpe .. . 
l\lr, and Mrs. Graho.m .. . 
l\lr. Donald 0111he.m .. . 
A friend ... ... •·· 
l\{r, and Mrs. A. W. Lovell 
Mr, and Mrs. Rouse 
Ml•• A. Rouse .. . 
E,M,J, ... .. . 
Miss N. Johnston .. . 
Mr, F, Sexton .. . 
Mr, J.B. Parker ... • .. 
Mr and Mrs. E. Morgan 
Mr: Fred Mullis .... 
Mr. and Mrs. Fruby 
Mr and Mrs. W. Payne ... 
M; and Mrs. J.C. Wadle.nd 
Mr: and Mrs. J. T. Wad.land 
Miss A. Wadlo-nd ... ... 
Mr, w. Johnson .. . 
Mr, J. Leaver ... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Smit~ 
Dr, e.nd Mrs. McC0.1g 
Mr. w. C. Greenop 
Mr. F. G1·eenop ... 
The Misses Buswell 
Mr. C. :He.ll ... ••• ... 
Pastor Alfred and lllrs. :Hall 
Mr. Benjamin llall 
Miss E. Bryan ... 
Mrs. Pierce ... 
Mias Hooper ... 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Neal ... 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Thompson 
Mr. A. E. Thompson 
Mr. Joshua Keevil ... 
Mr. G. C. Heard ... . .. 
Mrs. Lindsay ... -.. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H Willcox 
Mis<1Willcox 
C.R. !:I. S .. .. 
Mr. Kent .. . 
Miss Dransfleld 
Mrs.Lane ... . .. 
Pastor H. A. Fletcher 
Pastor J. S. Rockey 
Pastor E. S. Neale... ... ... ... 
Collection from Ee.at Derehe.m Baptist 

Chnpel, per Pastor R. J. Lo.yzell .. . 
Mr. Joshua Johnson's colleoting-box .. . 
Pastor A. Priter ... 
Pastor E. R. Pullen 
Mrs. Fuller ... ... ... ... ... 
Collection from Carlton Baptist Chapel, 

£ s. d. 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 10 0 
5 6 0 
1 1 0 
a o o 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
5 Ii 0 
5 0 0 
r, 0 0 

10 0 0 
5 5 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 6 

10 0 0 
3 3 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
Ii O 0 
1 1 0 
2 10 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
2 10 0 
t 2 0 
5 0 0 
l O 0 

10 0 0 
5 5 0 
l 1 0 

10 10 0 
2 2 0 

2; 0 0 
0 10 0 
l 1 0 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

0 7 1 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 

Southampton, per Pastor N. T. Jones-
Miller ... . .. 

Mr. J. Cham Lor le.in 
Mrs. C. Po.rker ... 
Pastor F. Ja.mes ... 
Mr. Robt. Raywe.rd 
Mr. Henry Keen ... ... ... . .. 
Contribution from Sweet TW'f Baptist 

Church, Netherton, per Pe.ator A. 
Oritlithe ... ... 

Mr. C. Archer ... 
Pastor W. Stott ... ... .. . . .. 
Pa.rt collection from O&kle.nde Chapel, 

Surbiton, per Pe.elor W. Baster ... 
Pastor E. Mateer .. . 
Pastor H. Rodger ... ... ... . .. 
Contribution from Salem Chapel, 

P 
Bo'lton, per Pastor W. Sexton ... 
astor Fredk. C. Carter ... .. . . .. 

Contribution from Rooheeter Baptist 
Church, por Pastor G. A. Miller ... 

Pastor T. Greenwood 
Hr. T, W: Dog~ctt ... ... . .. 
..,,utr1but1on lr"m Baptist ChW'oh 

Guernsey, per Pastor J. Gard .. '. 
Contribution f1om New Brompton 
p ciurch, per Pastor W. W. Bloakaidge 

"" r T. G. Gath01cole ... ... . .. 

9 0 
1 0 
2 2 
1 0 
1 1 
8 8 

0 10 
1 1 
2 lU 

1 1 
0 5 
1 0 

0 16 
2 2 

1 1 
1 1 
Ii 0 

1 0 

8 8 
0 2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
II 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

7 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

£ "· d. 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 

Mr. W. H. D. Wayre 
Pal'!tor ,J oeeph Benson 
Mr!!. EllworJd ... 
Mr. 0. Andrewa ..• 
Mr. J. Coutts 

)() 0 0 

Mr. J. ('orpe .. ... 
Mr. P. R. Phillip•... .. 
Mr. and Mrs .. J. McLaren 
Mr. e. P. Catherson 
Pastor F. W. Walter ... 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Norman 
Pastor G. K. Smith ... . .. . .. 
Contribntion from Zion Baptist Chapel, 

Chesbam, per Mr. C. Barnes... . .. 
Contribution from Southwood Lane 

Chapel, Highgate, per Po.slor J. H. 
Barnard ... ... ... ... . .. 

lllr. Henry Packham ... ... . .. 
Pastor Thos. Spurgeon (additional) ... 
Mrs. Virtue ... ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. J. T. Crosher . .. . .. . . . . .. 
Po.stor and Mrs. C. Bpurfl'eOn 8.lld 

South Street friends . . . ... . .. 
Youn~ People's Bible-claas, llulwell, 

per Pastor W. Slater . . . . .. 
Po.stor E. A. and Mrs. Carter ... 
Pastor J. M. Cox . .. ... ... . .. 
Contribution from Totteridge Road 

Chapel, Enfield Highway, pe1· Pa.,tor 
A. W. Welch ... ... ... . .. 

Contribution from Burtou-on-Trent 
Baptist Chapel, per Pa>tor J. A.skew 

Mr. e.nd Mrs. H. Barrett ... 
Mr. Fredk. Hunt .. . 
Mr. Fredk. Fisher .. . 
Mr. W. Pitcher . .. . .. 

Per P._.tor T. W. Medhurst: -
Alderman R. Cory, J.P. .. 5 0 0 
Mr. John Jones (North-

lands) ... 
l\lr. JohnDe.-.-:ies 
Mr. Samuel Grey .. . 
Mr. William Grey .. . 

Mrs. Raybould ... 

2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 

Jlfr. and Mrs. Spice ... . .. 
Contribution from Farnworth Baptist 

Chapel. per Pastor S. Jones ... 
Rev. R. Collins ... 
lli. ,v. H. Se<L,,"l'am ... 
l'astor Frank li. White ... 
" A former student,. ... 
Contribution from Bitdeston Baptist 

Church, per Pastor E. T. Beckett ... 
Mr. E. Stace .. . .. . .. 
Collection from Faringdon Baptist 

Church. per Pastor H. Smith ... 
Rev. D. Henderson ... 
Contribution from Baptist Church, 

Jersey, per Pastor W. Bonser 
Po.star H. Kidner ... 
Mrs. T. E. Hopkins 
Rev. W. J. Mayers 
Pastor F._Thompson -· 
Mrs. C. B. Sawday ... ... ... 
Collection at Confer•nce Annual Pµblio 

1\Ieeting in the Tabernacle 
Mr. E. Walker ... 
lift-. o.ud Mrs. G. H. Dean 
III. H. B. B .. .. 
W.R. . .... . 
l\Irs. M. D. Pringle 
Messrs. Fisher Brothers .. . 
Yr. JtUnes Batty ... ... ... ... 
Collection at Burnham-on-Crouch 

Chapel, per Pastor C. Gooding 
Pasto,· G. D. Cox ... ... . .. 
!II.-. .T. Ca,e ... 
I\Ir. Tllos. Moore ... 
l\lr. E. Booth 
Pastor J. J. Irving 

0 10 0 
~ 5 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
4 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 

1 10 0 

0 15 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 () 0 
5 0 0 

20 0 0 

2 0 ') 

1 1 0 
0 10 8 

1 1 0 

1 0 0 
3 3 0 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 

10 Ii 0 
5 5 0 

0 0 

0 5 6 
l 10 0 

10 0 0 
2 0 I) 

1 1 0 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 15 0 
2 2 0 

l 0 0 
() 5 0 
I 0 0 

•> 0 
1 0 

2 2 0 

43 16 9 
6 5 0 

21 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 

0 12 4, 
0 2 6 
2 " 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 



30(1 STOOKWELL ORPHAXAOE. 

£ •. d. I 
£ •. d. 

1 0 O 
0 2 6 

r.._,tor W. H. °Prl'<'Ce o 5 O 
Pro1't"'rds of AnnuR! Coifere~~~ Te& 

!lh'f'I in~ •.• 13 5 0 
Jl!!'s. rbillirs 1 0 0 
I. P. .. ... ... ... 1 O O 
Mr. W. Willett (ad,\ition11! 11.monnt) ... 100 O O 
C'ollPC'tion et Boundary Roa.d Baptist 

Chapel, Walth•mst-0w, per Putor \V, 
ll[un"l\y . . ... ... 1 16 O 

JI[,._ T. A. Denn.- ... ... . .. 100 o O 
Dr. H. Grattan Guine"8 ... ... 10 O 0 

Subscription from Ibetock Baptist 
Church, per Pastor A. E. Johnson ... 

P1t!'.tor H. A. Tree... . . . . . . , .. 
,veekly Offerings nt Met. Tnb, :-

April 18 ... ... ... 24 l S 

u:;r 2~ 2~ ig ~ 
9 21 16 0 

iastors' ~oUc_ge ~hrniomtry; ~srnodatlon. 
St11tement o/ Reeeipts jl'Dm .April 15th to May 14th, 1897. 

£ s. d. 
£ •· d. 

0 6 ~ 

5 0 O 
0 5 O 

Collected by Y.P.S.C.E., Hi~h Street 
Bantist Churcl1, Merthyr Ty,hil 

Mr. J. A. Chamberlain ... 
B. McS. ... .. 
Pastor G. W. Liunc,car ... ... . .. 
Contribut.on frt1m Mrs. Hockey's Bible-

cla.,~, llexhill.on-:Sea 
lllrs. 0 • C-Onnor 

S O 0 
1 10 6 
l) 6 0 
ll 6 0 

0 18 6 
0 2 6 

From Young People's Bible-class, 
Bexhill-on-See. ... . .. 

Metropolite.u Te.bemocle Sunday~· 
school M.issione.ry Union 

"For Christ'1:1 sake'' ... 

£Ji-~ ---
~lJttrgeons' <lrpJnm lome, JtcrchmdI ~rphanage . 

Statement of Receipt., f,·om 

Miss Ha<lfield 
:lir:s. Harry ... . .. 
Mrs. M. Sprin,.-ett ... . 
Collected by Mis., N. Combee 
:r.rre . .M. A- Wilmshurst ... 
l\LA.G. ... . .. 
lli. J. Cadinhead ... ... ... ... 
Mr. W. Webber, per Pastor C. S;,ur-

g'r!On ... ... ... . .. 
D. Shaw, Orphan boy·s collectin;;-c:ntl 
.t'ontynewyndd Glee Society, p~r 3lr. 

C. E. Gregory .. . ... ... . .. 
lllrs. Gittew,' Sunday-school Cl.as;, 

Seafosd ... ... 
Mr. G. R. Ada.Ill!! ... 
Mr. T. Henton ... ... • .. 
Collected by ~1iss C. D. Edwards 
Collected by the Misses Holman a~d 

Ottaway 
?.fr. W. Stewart 
Mrs. G. Shaw 
J.C.M. 
Mrs. A. Pilling 
Jl1r.H. Bell... ... 
Colonel S. De..-e Wh,te ... 

Per JVIr. E. Gorrinze: -
Proceeds of Tea bdd in 

barn on Good Friday ... 
Contents of bo,I ... 

Collected by Mr. J.B. Maek 
}Jost.al ord~r, Brore. 
Co!Ject<ed by Mr•. Beaven 
Mr. J. Ocock 
M.J.B. . .. 

2 9 3 
0 11 ~ 

Mrs. E. Porter ... ... . .. . .. 
Col!ect<:d by Mr. D. Hawkins ... . .. 
Harold f;treet Tal,eruacle Suwh) -

school, Brixton, per ~r. J. A. ILII .. 
'.,lr. C. 11,l,er•on 
1.,e::rman viHitors 
;,fr.. HuLI, 
!Iii,;,, lL l:ihaw 
llliti• B. ('J,,ut 

£ •· d. 
10 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 15 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
1 0 O 
1 0 0 

0 10 0 
0 5 0 

0 10 0 

0 17 6 
0 5 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 

l 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
l 0 
0 10 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 I 

0 
0 

a 1 o 
0 16 0 
0 3 0 
0 o 6 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 4 7 

1 li 0 
o a o 
n 2 o 
() 4 () 
1 0 0 
1 0 U 

.Ap,,il liitl, to May 14th, 1897, 

Mrs. Ball ... 
Miss E. Harrett 
Mr. E. Coulson ... . ... ... 
Richmond Street Sunday-school, Wal-

£ s. d. 
1 O 0-
0 10 0 
1 1 O· 

worth, per Mr. W.R. Everet.t 25 o O 
Mrs, Whatley ... ... ... .. . 0 5 0 
Mrs. Agnes P. Workman (in memory 

of 111rs. J. L. Dalziel) for Girls' 
Orphanage ... ... ... . .. 160 O O 

Collected by M.;ss E. Hardwick 1 7 0 
Miss G. J. Anger ... ... 0 6 O 
"Broken-henrted Alfred" 0 10 6 
~a&... 050-
Mr. R. Dawson ... 0 4 6 
A friend, Brighton 1 l O· 
F. J., High Cross .. , .. ... ., 1 0 0 
Collected by the Misses E. and J. ·E. 

Foster ... ... . .. 
Mansion House Mission, per Pastor 

G. W. Linnecar... . .. 
Sand wicb, per Hankers .. . 
Mr. W. Brown ... .. . 
M~. and Mrs. Woolidge .. . 
Mr. W. Davies 
111rs. W. Davies ... ... ... 
Thankotl'eriog to the Lord for hrnrlit 

received from Mr. Spurgeou'a ~t!lr• 
moos, C. B. .. ... . .. 

Collected by Miss Proudfoot .. . 
Putor W. D. McKinney... ... ... 

3 15 0 

0 12 6 
1 1 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 0 

10 0 (I 

6 0 0 

1 1 O· 
0 18 3 
0 10 0 

Honor Oak Baptist Chapel Bunday-
achool, per Pastor Morrison Cumming ~ 0 0 

Mr. W. Barrett 1 0 0 
Collected by Mrs. Tiers 1 

1
8
0 

i 
Mr. J. Wil,;on 0 
Miss Thompson 1 0 0 
Mr. J. G. Priestley 1~ 

1
g ~ 

:~~·$·:'t':,~~u::. ... ... ... u 10 o 
Mr. Pcwtres•'s CJ.e.ss, Lee Road llupU,t 

Sunday-•chool ,. 0 5 O 
Mr•. E. Hood ... .. . ... 0 6 0 
G-ildencroft Baptist Sum!ay-sohool, pet· 

0 13 
ij. 

Pastor 'f. Bullimorc ... 



OOLPOR'fAGE ABBOUIA'fIO:N. c,1)1 

c,oes Street Doptbt Ohapel, lolinirton, 
per Pa.stor F. A. Jones ... . .. 

]11.A.K, ... . .. 
D. L., Sbepherd's Dush 
4: 6: 97-B p.m .... 
Mr. D. W. Wright 
Miae J orcluu... . .. , .. 
MeSElrB O. H.uasell nnd Sona ... • .. 
Mr. W. Kemp ... ... ."' .. . 
o. N., Ll~uidloes ... .. .. .. . 
E. Rawlinson, Orphan boy'• collecting-

card ... 
p88tor E. Milnes ... 
Miaa Sargeant • .. , ... .. . .. 
Upton Cross Baptist Ohapel, per Paator 

J. W1lk11umn ... ... ... . .. 
:Mr. T. L .. lol.ioson ... ... . .. 
Mr. n. IJ. Fel'De, per Mrs. J. A. Spur-

peon ..• 
Mrs. J Smith ... . .. 
-c. E., Ciodl·rford ... . .. 
Postal ordt·r, \Vimborne 

Per Mr. R. W. Iverson:
Mr. A. Levett 
Mr~- Morrid ... 

I 1 0 
1 0 0 

£ •· d. 

6 14 8 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 8 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
1 6 0 

0 3 0 
1 6 0 
1 1 0 

on 6 
0 1 0 

1 5 8 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 

2 1 0 
Mr, C. L. Kaufmann 6 6 0 
Dr. J. Crockrr ... 3 O 0 
Mr. Geo. Hedger ... 1 0 O 
Master F. t'ylield ... 0 9 6 
Mr. Henry Ablitt ... 26 6 0 
Mr. R. Miller 6 0 0 
Miss Adcock .. . ... .. . 0 10 0 
Collected by Mn,. J. A. Ju.mes... 2 0 8 
Mr. Vickery... ... 1 1 0 
Mr. W. A. Harding 3 9 0 
,1 r. Thomas Moore 6 0 O 
Mr. James Glaascock 2 0 0 
M.a ... o 6 n 
Miss J. Pearce O 2 6 

Sprin~bum Dai,tiet (,'burch school-
1 children, per PMtor J. Hom~ ... 

F. G. B .... 
Mr. R~ Biasons 
Mios J. Allon 
Northampton ... 
BtampA. Sittingbnurne ... . ... 
Orndow Ba.pti!4t Chapel Runday-c.d1ool, 

Ken•ington, per :.1r. R. P. Chisholm 
. E. 8.J. .. 
! Mrs. Blake 

(Erratur.n, April Number, 
7s. 8d. should be 17A. 6dJ. 

0 2 0 

0 10 0 

Mr. R. A Pilcher, for new desks in 
Boys' School ... 

Executors of the late Mi.88 Wightman 
Executors of th• lat.e Mr. John 

£ •· d. 

0 10 6 
() 1 6 
0 ,) 0 
0 3 0 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 

0 lll 6 
5 0 0 

0 12 G 

2 10 0 
10 ll 0 

l.ludie l,523 ~2 O 
M. B. El. R. I O 0 
Mr. James Batty 1 0 0 
Mrs. It. !Jooth I O O 
Mr. Ha~e... ... 1 O O 
H. A., Folkestone... 0 5 0 
Meeting.~ by Jlr. Charl.uworth al!d the 

Orpha11age <:hoir :-
TottenhRm. per Mrs. H. J. Boggis 

1 ~~:titf,~-i~t°Ch~~h. W~stmi~r •-
BR.ptist Home Mission . . .. . .. . 
Pionef'r llitl~ion Annual l[eeting. 

,voolwich .. 
Shooter• Hill Band of llope :-

Proceeds of meeting 12 17 • 
Collected by lli. G F. 

Merralls 6 0 8 

6 13 3 
11 V ~ 

1 2 0 
1 15 0 

3 0 0 

IS 19 0 

List of Presents from April 15th to May 14th, 1897,-Paov1s10Ns :-1,000 DllllS, Mr. W. )[etcalfe; 
I New Zeala.od Sheep, Sir A. Bea.le H8"lam; 28 lbs. lillking Powder, llle.ssrs. Freeman and Hildyard ; 
J lbs. Doney, M1·. s. Lawman; 24 lbs. Lard, 12 B&th Chaps, Mr. W. Dixon; tO lbs. Dutter, Mr. J. W. 
Ottoway. 

Bovs' CLOTHING :-31 Articles, The Lad.ies' Working Meetin,r, Metropolitan Te.bemacle, per 
Miss Hi~gs; 1 Coat and Vest, Mr,. R. E. Allen; 6 Articles, Mn,. Batema.o ; 1 parcel Wom Clothing, 
:Mrs. Robinson; 6 pairs Knitted Bocks, lllrs. Hogg. 

GIRLR' CLOTHIKO :-52 Articles, The Ladies" Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss 
Diggs; 39 Ha.t.s, Mr. J. T. Varney; 28 P.rticles, Mrs. R Da.oiell; 50 Articles, Mrs. Bateman; 
(; Articlea, Miss MacCulloch; 93 Garments (Boys' and Girls'), the Reading Yoong La.dies' Working 
Meeting, per Mrs. James Withers. 

GBKERAL :-1 Apron, I Scrap Book, 2 Dolls, :Mi88 S. E. Knight; I box Cut Flowers, :lli.ss E. Creasey. 
1 Doll, Mrs. R. Daniell; 1 box Cut Flowers, Miss E. l\loore. ' 

~olportagt ~ssodation. 
Statement of Receipts J,-0111 April 15th to May 14th, 1897. 

8u.bacriptioua and Donation.a/or Distrid.8 :-
£ •· d. 

Cardiff tlDd Penrhiwceiber, per Mr. 

Ea~i.cg:J'ne,per ~: J, A:·Ta_.:eu ::: 
11 6 0 
10 0 0 

Hereford, per Mr. J. Jacob ... ... 2 0 0 
Kent and BW!llex Baptist A880Ciation, 

0 
per Pastor T. Hancock• .. . . ,. 40 0 0 

Ft
reenwich, per Pastor C. Spuri;:eon 10 0 0 
1tba.m, per Mr. R. N. Griffiths 11 16 0 

lronbridge, per Mrs. G. Ml\w ... 10 0 0 
'1'
1 

ewkesbury, per Mrs. Robinson ... 6 0 0 
n Memoriam, Messr,. Greenwood 

E Bros. ... .. .. , ... 10 0 0 
Wtover, per Mr. H. 0. Serpell... ... 10 0 0 

Tlhngford, per Mr. W. Davies, 
0 0 M oronto ... ... ... .,, ... 46 

ol.ropolito.n Tabemnole Bunday-sobool, 
per .Mr. 'fhos. H. Olney ... 10 0 0 

Tewkesbury, per Jllr. Thos. White ... 
Aylesbury, per Messrs. Gurney and 

Taylor ... ... ... ... . .. 
Stratford-on-Avon, per Mr. J. Small-

wood ... ... .. ... 
Horsfortb, per Jlliss Bilbrougb ... 
Earls Colne, per Mr. J. A. Tawell 
Mo.ldon, per p..,.to,· C. D. Gooding 
Mmcbiobampton, per Messrs. P. c: 

Eva.us tlDd Son .. . . .. .. , . , 
Southern Baptist Aalociation, per Mr. 

J.H. lllake 

£ $. d 
I 5 0 

10 0 0 

S 15 0 
2-2 10 0 
10 0 0 
3 15 0 

10 0 0 

60 0 0 

£301 6 0 

8ubacriptio11s m,,l Donation, lo th~ 
~neral Fu,id :- £ s. d. 

M. H. B. B. ... 0 10 o 
20 



l'ASTORS' UOLLEGE !:IOCIETY OF E\.ANGELISTS, 

Collect<'d by Colport<>nr G. Powell 
Colleot<'d b'I' Mffl. Raffield 
Colled<'d iw Stockwell Orphan~ 

Boy•' S.S. Young Chri•til\ll Band .. . 
W_. S .. per Pa.otor l'hoo. Spnrireon .. . 
MJBO Clout ... 

£ •· d. 
0 2 9 
1 II 3 

0 7 O 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 

AffNual 8ubscriptio,u:-
~[r. J. G. Priestley ... ... 
Mn,, Gardiner .. . ... .., 
N. B., per Mr•. C. H. Spurf!l'OD 

£ •• <J. 
6 0 O 
1 1 O 
5 0 O 

£13 13 8 

jastors' ~allege jodet; .oj ~tnmgelists. 
8tatemmt of Reeeipt, from .dpril 16th to May ath, 1897. 

Mrs. E. Barrett ... ... ... ... 
Thankoft'ering for Mr. J. M, Smith's 

services at Sowerby Bridge, Yorks .... 

-----·----

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 

6 5 0 

£6 16 0 

~rs. jgurgt.on's Jund jar ~tntral lltst in tht 
Jforrl's w!nrh. 

Stateme,at of Receipts from ..tlpril 16th to May 13th, 1897. 

H.0.N. 
.,, Phebe" 
S. C. P. ... .. 
Miss J. A. McLr ... 
Mrs. Hinton 
"Grateful,, 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 9 
o a o 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 

Northampton ... ... ... 
For transTations of sermons:-

" Wild Rose" ... ... . .. 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 

0 5 0 

£2 10 9 

~rulah ~aptist ~haptl, ~ahitl-an- Jta. 
Statement of Receipts frnm .April 15th to May 13th, 1897. 

Amonnt previonsly acknowledged 
lllrs. Kllott . . ·-
Mrs. Dancan Sharpe 
Mrs. Jeffery... ... 
A tbankoffering, •. H. B. 
.iWild Rose" 
N. B.... ... 
Miss Dra.n.sfield 
A love-t.oken 
llfr. F. W. Kay 
Mrs. Hinton 
C. P .... 

£ "· rl. 
2,689 2 11 

0 t 6 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 O 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 

Ernie'• flrstfruits ... 
Mrs. Hellier 
Mr ... Bringe .. . 
A. ... ... ... .. 
A Juh1l•·e lhan.kolfering ... 
Mrs. Williams ... . .. 

Per Pastor J.B. Hockey:-
Mi•• Farley... .. . .. . ... 

£. •· d. 
0 6 0 
6 0 fr 
1 0 0 

... 64 17 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 

In boJ<es at Benlah Baptist Chapel ... 
2 2 0 
1 9 0 ----

£2,776 0 I> 

Frienda ,ending preaent, to the Orphanage are earneatly requested to let their names ol' 
initials aeeompany the ,ame, or we cannot properly acknowledge them; and alao to write to 
Pa,tor J . .A.. Spurgeon, Campbelton, White Horse Road, Croydon, if no acknowledgment is 
,ent within a week. ..d.ll parcels ahould be addreaaed to the Treaaurer, Spurgeons' 
Orphan Home, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, London. 

8pecial Notiee.-It ia earneatly reque,ted that all donation, for the Stockwell Orphanage 
be addressed to the 'J'rea,urer, 8purgeona' Orphan Home, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham 
11.oad London. J)onationa for the Pastora' College, the Pastora' College Miaaionary ..d.asocia
ti,,n, 'and the Colporta_qe .Association, 1/wutd be addres•ed to the Secretary, Metropolitan· 
Taberr,ack, Lond,Qn. Cheques, mMtey order,, 4"c., ahould be crossed, and made payable to the 
Tre(LIJurtr of t!,e College, Orphanage, Col,portage, or other worl, desired to be aBBiated. 

Contributions" For General Use in the Lord'• Work," for Foreign Translation, of C. H. 
Spurgeon', Sermcma, ar.d for Beulah Baptist Cl,apel, Bezhill-on-Sea, should be sent to Mra. 
C. H. Spurgeon," Westwood," Beulah Hitt, Upper Norwood. 
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EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF 

TRUSTEES' MEETING, 

HELD MAY 21ST, 1896. 

Resolved,-

" That the Trustees acknowledge the receipt of letter from 
Dr. J. A. Spurgeon, in which he states that he feels that he 
cannot allow his name to stand for re-election as President of the 
Pastors' College for another year, and they desire to place on the 
Minute Book a record of their thankfulness to him for the valuable 
services which he has rendered for so many years to the College. 

"Under the beloved Founder, C. H. Spurgeon, he was for many 
years Tutor and Vice-President, and at the death of the President, 
in the year 1892, he accepted, at the unanimous request of his 
Co-Trustees, the position of President, to which honourable office 

he has been annually elected. 
" The Trustees trust that they may still have the benefit of the 

advice which his long experience, and intimate knowledge of the 
College men, their churches and work, enable him to give." 
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I T is scarcely twelve months since, at the request of the Trustees, I 
. undertook the Presidency of the Pastors' College; It was not 

'l\·Jthout some hesitancy that I accepted so responsible and arduous a 
post; for my hands seemed full already. I was, however, greatly 
strengthened by the association with me of my dear brother Charles as 
Yice-President. He has relieved me more than I can tell, and all the 
members of the staff have lent their willing aid. I feared at first that 
I might be compelled to relinquish engagements previously entered into 
with churches in the provinces; but I am glad to have been able to visit 
nearly fifty of the brethren connected with our Conference since our last 
annual gathering. These visits have given me some insight into church 
life_ and work in provincial towns and country places, with which, 
owing to long absence from England, I was by no means familiar. I 
have rejoiced in the evident earnestness and piety of the brethren, and 
of their people, and my joy has been not a little increased when I have 
received from the churches a substantial thank-offering towards the 
funds of the College. I wish I could continue these visits, but I fear 
it is impossible. I have found the strain almost too great, and I am 
anxious that the College may have more personal attention. It seemed 
right to make the extra effort to do all, when it was forced upon me ; 
but it is evident that such high pressure cannot be maintained. 

Owing to these many engagements, I have not been able to give as 
much time to the College as I could have wished; but, when at all able, 
I have lectured to the students on Friday afternoons. "The pointing 
of the pin", as Mr. Rogers and dear father used to call the President's 
Friday lecture, is an important process indeed, and needs to be looked 
sharp after. I can hardly hope to do it as C. H. Spurgeon did; but my 
ourpose is the same, and we shall not be without God's blessing in our 
h )nest endeavour. 

We have good reason to rejoice over the men who are now with us. 
They are God-sent men, we verily believe. I cannot compare them 
with previous "batches", for they are the first that I have had m.uch to 
do with. I can truly say that this is the best batch I have ever presided 
over, and that if the rule is still to obtain, that each succeeding set is 
better than those that went before, we shall have a singularly good lot 
presently. For the earnest spirituality and personal devotion that per
vade the Institution, I thank God. Any other state of affairs would be 
deplorable indeed. If the fire dies down in College, when and where 
shall it be re-kindled? 

All the tutors, by this time so well tried and proved, have plodded 
on with diligence, and skill, and love. They seem still to realize that 
there is in the Christian Church no more responsible position than 
theirs. He who would win souls must be wise; but he who would 
train others to win them must be doubly so. Thank God for the 
"faithful men, able to teach others also." They deserve the constant 
prayerfulness of all who long for an efficient and Evangelical ministry. 
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We have all rejoiced in the valuable aid afforded by a weekly theological 
lecture from Pastor James Stephens, M.A., of Highgate. His impres
sions are conveyed in the following quotations from a kind note :-

" I have been desirous in the weekly lectures I have given, to open up 
clearly, ~nd in a spiritually helpful way, the teaching of Scripture respecting 
the relations, offices, and work of the adorable Persons m the blessed Trinity. 
I have sought that there might be establishment in the truth, and so defence 
against plausible forms of error. There has been no examining the students, 
nothing beyond a very occasional viva voce question. And there has been 
no opportunity for prescribing work for them to do. I have simply lectured. 
Thus I can only speak, as regards the men, of the attention they have 
accorded me. There has been on their part a heedfulness and a seriousness 
indicative of desire to profit,. and also of an earnest spirit. I cannot say 
how far I have personally succeeded, but I can say that I have been favour
ably impressed with the men, as men of intelligence, and of a right spirit, 
respecting whom one may well cherish the hope that they will prove 'faith
ful men, able to teach others.' " 

!~I have been greatly struck with the number of applications to enter 
the College, most of them apparently of a very desirable sort. It is, of 
course, impossible to hold out hope of entry to many of them, for we 
cannot at present largely increase our numbers. We hope, however, by 
the help of our friends, to be in a position to maintain our present 
numbers (between fifty and sixty). God grant us guidance in our 
selection! We cannot make poverty, or lack of previous advantages a 
bar, provided there are evident signs that God has laid His hand upon 
the young brother. The age requires more than ever men who are God
called, Christ-taught, and Spirit-filled, and many of these will still be 
found in the humbler walks of life. Oh, that those who make selection 
may be divinely led; even as it was revealed to Samuel, which ot Jesse's 
sons the Lord had chosen ! 

With regard to this year's Report, it may be noted that special stre~s 
has been laid upon work in the villages. I had hoped to have secured 
a larger number and greater variety of messages from hamlets, in the 
hope of greatly increasing the interest of God's people in these outlying 
districts. In many instances, the bravest and truest of our men are in 
these lonely posts. They are" not alone" ; but there is little wonder that 
they sometimes feel solitary, and fancy themselves neglected. It is not 
clear to me that this is often more than fancy. I know how much city 
ministers have to do, and I also know that almost all of them are more 
than willing to help, as they are able, the smallest of the churches. 

Personally, I confess I would prefer to aid these little ones rather than 
to ~ecure a great crowd in a town. I have had special pleasure in visiting 
country places and weak causes ; and the Vice-President has, these 
many years, been trying to aid the brethren in every place. 

These good friends must not suppose that no man cares for them. It 
must be admitted that systematic means for helping them are sadly 
wanting, but the difficulties are very great. Let these dear brethren be 
assured that they are remembered in our prayers, and, above all, that 
Jesus still says, " I know thy works, and where thou dwellest.'' 

We shall rejoice that village work has been made a feature of this 
Report if even one brother is thereby encouraged, and if any child of 
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God is Jed by it to plead with God for country pastors, or to send help
to a needy toiler, 

There ls ample eYidence in the following pages that "our own men" 
are doing a good work "in all places of His dominion." Tidings and 
greetings reach us from almost every part of the earth, whither the 
brethren ha,·e been led of the Spirit. Some of the students now in 
College, and many of the men who are applying for admission, feel 
drawn to the Mission field. Is it not glorious work to equip these· 
heralds of the Cross? Still lend us a helping hand, dear reader, if 
you can. 

_Looking to God for grace and guidance, and to Him also (through 
His people) for needed funds, I cheerfully ep.1bark again upon this noble 
enterprise, 

The Trustees and the Tabernacle friends will, I am sure, stand by 
me; and my dear brother is at my side. It shall assuredly be written of 
us, as of the children of Judah, "They prevailed, because they relied 
upon the Lord God of their fathers." 

THOMAS SPURGEON. 

F OR the first time, it is both my honour and happiness to furnish 
the Vice-Pre.sident's Report. Trained within the walls of our 

ever-beloved Alma Mater, during the peerless Presidency of my now 
glorified Father-Founder, the experience gained during those sunny 
College' days has served me well in seeking to fulfil the duties involved 
in my position. One of my chief aims has been to lighten, as far as 
possible, the load which rests upon our worthy President, and to second 
his efforts in the carrying on of this noble "school of the sons of the 
prophets." 

With joyful satisfaction I record the marked piety of those who are 
now in College, and the high spiritual tone which pervades the entire 
Brotherhood. 

The sermons and essays to which I have listened, Friday by Friday, 
have been most praiseworthy, and have proved the painstaking study 
of the preachers ; some have shone with more brilliancy than others, 
but all have been above the average of studentship production. 

In the Junior Sermon Class, over which I have presided, the helpful 
criticism of Bible and Hymn-reading has not only added interest to the 
tuition, but has secured improvement in the style of delivery. On 
Friday afternoons, the papers upon given subjects have exhibited 
careful preparation and industrious resear.:h, so that both pleasure and 
profit have accrued to readers and hearers. 

In the absence of the President, it has been my delight to deliver lectures 
upon "The Influence of the Holy Spirit", "The Value of the Bible", 
and "The Power of the Gospel", in connection with the ministry; and 
one afternoon, when old memories were revived, was spent in impromptu 
speaking. 
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Among other duties falling to my lot, is the periodical visitation of 
the homes wherein the brethren dwell, and it is a pleasure to find all in 
order in this connection. Gladly, therefore, do I pass the word along, 
"All's well," and pray that the good ship may still continue on her 
course "full speed ahead," and that the Lord High Admiral of the seas
may give her a prosperous voyage. 

CHARLES SPURGEON. 

I AM glad to be able, once more, to say that I regard the conditior. 
of the College as satisfactory. The brethren at present with us 

are, prohably, men quite up to and perhaps somewhat above the average 
standard. The work of the classes has been well done, and the 
reports from the churches where the students have preached have been 
unusually encouraging. God has graciously preserved our young friends
from much severe illness; and althou!(h there have been a few cases of 
minor ailments, and, perhaps, on the part of a very small number of 
sufferers, a slight tendency to that vivid timidity which readily judges 
prompt repose as necessary to prevent fatal results, the attendance at 
the classes has not been seriously disturbed even by such indisposition. 

In the general classes, held nearly at the close of each morning's 
study, good average work has, I think, been done. Some of the ser
mons, read on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, have been exceptionally 
good, most of them encouraging, and all of them evangelical. The 
criticisms of the students on the sermon of the day have seemed to me 
as discerning, and accurate, and strong as ever I remember to have 
k~own them. I cannot but lay increasing stress on the value of these 
exercises to those who take part in them. They cultivate habits of close 
attention and careful discrimination ; of care as to order of arrange
ment, style of composition, and as to the personal bearing of the preacher; 
they no less tend to develop an interest in exegesis, in general didactic 
methods, and in Scriptural doctrine, for which, perhaps, no other work 
in the College is so helpful. The faults which take a man a long time 
to find out in himself, he readily perceives and rebukes in others. 
Almost unconsciously, this is no small help for his own next effort in 
preaching. What a critic has openly rebuked in others, he has, it may 
be, hardly knowing it, learned to avoid in his own discourses. The 
principal subjects for Thursday's discussions have been such as, " Is 
Congregationalism or Presbyterianism the more Scriptural ? " '' Wh:1.t 
was the Extent of the Deluge?" "Is the Moral Law Binding on 
Christians as a Rule of Life?" The topio now under debate is that of 
"Ultimate Authority in Religion." According to his promise while a 
student with us, this subject was introduced, and that in a very able speech, 
by Pastor W. Joynes, now of Cotton Street, Poplar. These debates, 
speaking generally, have been vigorous, interesting, and well sustained. 

My Theological lectures were continued up to June last, closing 
with the series on The Atonement, and on our Lord's Mediatorial \\"ork 
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after the Ascension. Since August last, the Wednesday-morning lecture 
has been taken by the Rev. James Stephens, M.A., the pastor of High
gate Road Baptist Chapel. By this arrangement, I hope to be able, in 
August next, to commence a course of lectures on Psychology. 

The work of my more private classes, embracing the usual subjects 
has, I think, been well equal to that of previous years, Two hours i~ 
each week have been given to Homiletics, and by both senior and junior 
brethren the quality of the outlines would compare favourably with that 
shown in the efforts of earlier students. The Euclid Class, with some 
attention to special exercises, and now in the middle of Book III., has 
worked with more than ordinary success. There has hardly been a 
failure on the part of any student through the entire year; and nearly 
all the work has been done with a readiness, precision, and accuracy, 
and with such independence of language as would give good assurance 
that each proposition had been mastered, and not merely the words.of 
the text learned by rote. 

Biblical Arch~logy, the English Poets, from Chaucer downward, 
and other subjects, have also occupied our time. A Greek Testament 
Class has been held on each day of the College week. The first 
Epistle of John, a portion of that to the Philippians, and a part of 
the Gospel of John, have furnished subjects for the juniors, while the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and the Book of Acts have been carefully studied 
by those more advanced. On the whole, I think that both the quantity 
.and quality of work for the year have heen satisfactory. Above all else, 
the prayerfulness and spiritual tone of the brethren, their love of the 
truth and their earnestness in its advocacy, are, to my colleagues and 
myself, a daily encouragement and joy; no less are they the ground on 
which we are best able to commend the College once more to the con
tin!led help and earnest prayers of its faithful supporters. 

F. G. MARCHANT. 

T HERE is necessarily much of sameness in tutorial reports, since 
the work of each year is so like that of its predecessor. If the 

work is good, this is not to be regretted, and I think that the work 
done in our beloved College is, indeed, of the right sort. 

The general life of the College shows no sign of retrogression ; the 
spiritual tone is as lofty and decided as ever; the spirit of prayer and 
consecration seems to possess all the men, and the enthusiasm for the 
gospel of Christ is unabated. 

In the class-work we are pleased to report punctuality, diligence, 
persistence and earnestness, with the result that satisfactory progress has 
been made in the various studies. 

In GREEK, my senior men have been reading the Antigone of 
Sophocles, Thucydides, Book I., and the Crito o~ Plato. T~e. juniors 
read a good part of Xenophon's Anabasis, and m August Joined the 
seniors in Thucydides. In August, a new Delectus Class was formed, 
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an which the brethren made good progress ; and in January, they began 
to read Xenophon's Anabasis. 

In LATIN, the seniors continued reading the De Amicitia of Cicero 
until June, and in August the juniors, who had been reading Cmsar, 
united with them, and we then took as our subject Virgil's Georgics, 
Book I., which has been followed by Cicero's First Oration against 
Catiline. The brethren formerly in the Cesar Cla5s now form an 
intermediate Class, and are reading Virgil's Aineid, Book VI. A 
Delectus Class, formed in August, did good work; and since January, 
Eutropius' History of Rome, Book I., has been the subject. 

In HEBREW, the seniors, after reading through the Book of Jonah, 
began to read in the Book of Job. but in August it became necessary to 
,bring into the same Class the juniors, who had been reading in Genesis, 
and we then took up the Book of Joshua, which has proved a very 
,interesting and profitable study. I was then able to begin a new 
Hebrew Class, and already fair progress in mastering the initial diffi
culties of.the language has been made. 

In THEOLOGY, the interest in the Tuesday-morning Class (Hodge's 
Outlines) has been well maintained. As supplementary to the class
book, I have given a course of lectures on "Natural Theology", and 
"The Christian Evidences", and am now giving a short series of 
lectures on "The Various Aspects of the Gospel.'' 

On Thursday mornings, the study of Trench's Greek Synonyms has 
taken the place of Church History, and is being pursued with praise
worthy diEgence. 

We can honestly say that the work of the year, taken as a whole, has 
been well up to the usual standard, and we have no less reason than 
formerly for thanking God and tak:ng courage. 

ARCHIBALD McCAIG. 

T HE approaching Conference and end of the College year neces
sitate the presentation of the usual report of work done in 

my classes. It affords me great pleasure to testify to the diligence and 
devotion of the students who have attended the classes during the past 
year. They are evidently of the same spirit as their predecessors, and 
in no whit inferior to them in spiritual attainments and mental calibre. 
These facts furnish abundant reason for gratitude to God, and hope for 
the future prosperity of our beloved College. A perusal of the list of 
-Our text-books will show that the curriculum arranged blends subjects 
of greatest importance and usefulness to the candidates for the 
Christian ministry. In Bishop Butler's "Analogy of Religion to the 
Constitution and Course of Nature", the juniors have read the earlier 
chapters, and have not failed to follow and appreciate the reasoning of 
the author. 

Dr. Wayland, in his work on "The Elements of Moral Science", has 
discoursed on the "Nature of Moral Laws"; "Conscience: its Autho-
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rity and Imperfection"; "The Necessity for some Moral Light other 
than that Afforded by Conscience"; of "Natural Religion and the 
Extent of its Ability to Teach us Duty"; of the "Relation between 
Natural and Revealed Religion"; and of the "Need of a Revelation 
from God." Concurrently with this, the first part of Dr. Angus' 
" Handbook to the Bible " has been read ; it includes chapters on the 
" Genuineness, Authenticity, Inspiration and Authority of the Scrip
tures " : " The Laws of Interpretation of Scripture" ; " The Sys
tematic and Inferential Study of the Bible", etc. As illustrative 
of the times preceding the Advent of our Lord, considerable interest 
has attended the study of Dr. Smith's "Roman History." To 
Archbishop Trench we are indebted for profitable lectures on 
"The Study of Words", while Dr. Abbot has contributed to the 
ability to write clearly. As of equal importance with the art of 
effective writing and speaking, may be classed the science of correct 
reasoning. To this, an introduction has been afforded by Dr. Jevon's 
"Lessons in Logic". Elementary Latin and Greek grammar complete 
(with one exception) the list of the classes which it is my privilege to 
conduct. The study of the human body has not been considered 
incompatible with the cultivation of the spiritual life and the training 
of the mind, and so one of a course of lectures on Physiology concludes 
the class-work of each week. 

W. USHER. 

LAST year, I commented upon the spirit in which the work of the 
Class for VOICE CULTURE AND ELOCUTION was undertaken by 

the students, and compared it favourably with that of former years. 
This year a still deepening interest has manifested itself in the work. 
The new men are keenly alive to the importance of the subject, and 
are earnestly desirous of making the most of the tuition provided. We 
still add private instruction to the class lectures and practice. In this 
way we come directly in touch with individual faults and difficulties, 
and can afford help which, otherwise, it would be impossible to render. 

This Class differs from other College Classes, in that there is no 
regular College examination for elocution. This leads the students, 
sometimes, to compare themselves with other students, rather than with 
some defined standard of excellence. However, the fact that no 
examination test is hanging over the men makes the attention they do· 
give to the subject the more creditable. 

The practice necessary to the culture of the voice is not always easy 
to secure in the College houses. This is, to some extent, a hindrance 
to progress. Still, the 1mportance of the subject is felt in a measure 
sufficient t0 enable the studen!s in most cases to meet this difficulty. 

The point upon which the greatest emphasis is laid is the reading of 
the Scriptures. Believing, as we do, in the power and value of the Word 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PASTORS' CCL!.lWE, 313 

of God itself, we feel that we are only maintaining the due proportion 
of things in placing the reading of the Scriptures in the front rank of a 
minister's duties. 

JOSIAH RICHARDSON. 

itporls of t~t ~htning othrnsts. 

IT is with much pleasure, and deep gratitude to God, that I am 
enabled to report that the thirtieth year of my work in these 

Evening Classes has been very satisfactory. 
We have had a class of men thoroughly alive to the fact that they 

needed to be well equipped to efficiently carry on their evangelistic 
labours. Hence they have been very regular in their attendance, 
and have given to the work much loving care and attention. This 
continuous interest in and persistent application to their studies has 
insured a greater thoroughness, and good progress has been made. 

I have noted with great thankfulness the Christian spirit of our 
students, their love to Christ, their devotion to His cause, their devout
ness and consecration; they have been no whit behind their prede
cessors in industry, perseverance, or in mental capacity. 

The work is evidently of God, and His blessing is resting upon it. 
During the past year, some of our former students have commenced 

their public ministry. Mr. Otley has gone as missionary in connection 
with the China Inland Mission; Mr. H.K. Kempton, having completed 
his College course, has accepted a pastorate at Canterblcry, and 
Mr. Warren, the pastorate of the West Drayton Baptist church; while 
our brother Mr. Hearle has been called from service on the Congo to 
the higher service of Heaven. Others are preparing for their life's work 
in different Training Colleges. 

In addition to our Theological studies, lectures have been given on 
the " Origin and Growth of the English Language", and on '' English 
Composition." 

SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

It gives me great pleasure to report that the Classes under my care 
on Monday and Wednesday evenings have done a very good year's 
work. The application shown by all the men has been most laudable, 
and the results gratifying. In the Latin and Greek Classes, there has 
been laid a useful foundation of elementary grammar, which has been 
put to good use in the reading of Ca!sar and the Gospel by John. 
Some of the advanced students read the Epistle to the Romans during 
the earlier part of the year. At the present time, an elementary Class 
is at work in both languages . 

. On Wednesday evenings, the subjects have been English G~ammar, 
Literature and History, and Logic. The subject of grammar 1s never 
omitted from our curriculum, as we find it a most necessary and useful 
study. During the past year, some of the higher parts of the subject 
have been taken, and one or two English Classics used as illustrations. 
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In logic, w~ have_ just completed what may b~ term~d an elementary 
course. This subject has awakened a very lively mterest, and is 
undoubtedly, of great practical utility to the men. ' 

T. F. BOWERS, B.A. (Lond.). 

SHORTHAND CLAss.-This Class meets every Friday evening in the 
" Desk Room'' of the College, at 8 o'clock, and, like the other Classes. 
is free to all who desire to pursue this study, which is so useful in all 
departments of Christian work. 

Since the last annual report, the Class has gone through " iEsop's 
Fables " for reading practice, and the " Manual of Phonography. '' 
Afterwards, dictation practice was given at various rates of speed, and 
discussions held on the best way of writing difficult words, the members 
showing by their remarks that they had an intelligent grasp of the 
various rules of the system. 

An examination was also held for Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons' Ele
mentary Certificate, with the result that each member who tried was 
successful in obtaining it. • 

A beginners' Class now meets for the study of the "Teacher", and 
young men desiring to join, will be welcomed any Friday evening, 
providing they are on a level with the Class. 

Sympathetic reference was lately made in the Class to the death ol 
Sir Isaac Pitman, the inventor of Phonography-the system taught
who has left behind him a good example of· energy, perseverance and 
nobleness of character, which many might well try to emulate. 

HAYDN PINKESS. 

~n l,temormm--~. J. jpurgton. 
13eutab 13apti.st Cltbapd, ))exbill-on-!ea. 

PASTOR, J. S. HOCKEY. 

T O all lovers of the ever-revered and glorified President of the 
Pastors' College, the building bearing th~ above title is t~e ~o.st 

notable addition to the new chapels erected durmg the year, for 1t 1s m 
a very special sense a memorial of the unique life and work. o~ . P ~STOR. 
C. H. SPURGEON. In the gracious providence of God, the m1t1at1on ?f 
the enterprise resulted from Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon's visit to Bexhill m 
April, 1895. A few years ago, this place was a little-known village on 
the Sussex coast, between Eastbourne and Hastings ; now, very largely 
through the energetic efforts of Earl de la Warr, it is being developed 
into an attractive health-resort, which threatens to rival or even surpass 
its neighbours. The material_growt~ oft~~ district needed t? be accom
panied by a far greater attent10n to its s_pmtual needs than 1~ the past, 
and a Baptist Chapel was urgently reqmred both by the residents and 
the ever-increasing number of visitors during the summer season. 
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Various attempts had been made to start a new cause, but for some 
reason or other all had ended in failure. From her personal observation 
of the state of affairs at Bexh_ill, Mrs. Spurgeon was deeply impressed 
with the thought that something ought to be done to supply the lack of 
service for the Master there, and further consideration and prayer 
revealed to her the fact that she was to have a large and important 
share in doing it, and helping others to do it. One of the first questions 
to be settled was,-Who is the right man to undertake this pioneer 
work? The answer was soon given; for the Lord had been, in a most 
remarkable way, preparing our brother, Pastor J. S. Hockey, and his 
devoted wife, for the very service that was required. Accordingly, they 
were sent to spy out the land, and they came back with such a good 
report, that they were bidden at once to go up and possess it. In the 
meantime, Mr. William Higgs sought and secured a suitable freehold 
site for the erection of the contemplated chapel and other buildings ; 
and Mr. R. W, Moore, of Preston Park, Brighton, was asked to prepare 
plans, first for a school-chapel, and then for the larger house of prayer 
which it was evident would shortly be needed. Services were held, first 
in the York Hall, and afterwards in the Bexhill Jubilee Institute, and 
tokens of the Lord's approval of the effort were manifest in the conver
sion of sinners, and the edification of the saints who attended. 

The .various stages of the work have been so fully described, month 
by month, in The Sword and the Trowel, that little more than an out
line is needed here. A memorable point was reached on August 11th0 

as the following inscription shows :-
" These foundation stones were laid, 

August 11th, 1896, 
to the glory of God, 

and in tender memory of that prince of preachers, 
c. H. SPURGEON, 

by his twin sons, Charles and Thomas, 
on behalf of their beloved mother." 

" Shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord." -
Psalm lxxviii. 4. 

The school-chapel was opened on December 30th, by a prayer
meeting in the morning, and a service in the afternoon, at which Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon preached from John iv. 20-24. At the close, the 
following statement was read :-

" By the good hand of our God upon us, and through the generosity 
of Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon and many other friends, we are able to open 
this building absolutely free of debt. The total expenditure for the 
school-chapel, the large freehold site, legal expenses in connection with 
the conveyance of the land, and the Trust Deed, the architect's fees, 
the support of the minister up to the present time, and the hire of the 
York Hall and Jubilee Institute, has been between £1,500 and £1,600; 
and, after the payment of the whole of these items, there still remains a 
small surplus towards the building of the large chapel. This must be 
proceeded with as soon as the necessary funds are in hand, as l\Ir. 
Hockey has already gathered around him a regular congregation 
sufficient! y numerous to fill the present school-chapel, and further 
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accommodation will be required for the numerous visitors to Bexhill as 
well as for many other residents who may be expected to attend the 
services in the future." 

Before the present Report is in the hands of the College subscribers 
the foundations for the larger chapel will have been begun,;r, and th~ 
erection will be proceeded with, step by step, as the funds in hand will 
warrant. The exact amount to be expended cannot yet be stated, but 
it is not likely to be less than £3,000. There are certain conditions 
imposed by Earl de la Warr, the lord of the manor, which add 
materially to the expense; otherwise, a less costly design might have 
been prepared by the architect, Mr. Moore, who has generously devoted 
much time and care to the elaboration of the whole scheme. The lines 
laid down by Mrs. Spurgeon at the beginning of the work indicate the 
principles to be followed for the future :-

" There must be NO DEBT on this house of God ! I am going to give 
all I possibly can to it, and trust in my rich Father to send me the 
remainder. He knows how much will be needed; and if He inclines 
the hearts of any dear friends to help me in this new work for Him, I 
shall very gratefully accept their assistance. But I shall 'beg' only of 
Him, and there will be no Concerts or Bazaars, or worldly entertain
ments of any sort to share in the erection of BEULAH BAPTIST 
CHAPEL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA ! " 

We are not going to " beg'' ( except from the Lord) for the thousands 
of pounds that will be required tor the chapel; bt:.t we think it right to 
tell our Master's stewards of this good investment for any money of 
His that is in their custody, and we shall be devoutly thankful to 
Him, and to them, if the whole amount is speedily contributed. 
Though the building is not to be called, "C. H. Spurgeon Memorial 
Chapel ", that is exactly what it will be; and another place for the 
preaching of the gospel is, we believe, just what he would choose as his 
most fitting memorial if he could be consulted. There must be, in 
various parts of the world, many thousands of persons converted through 
the beloved preacher's Sermons, and an innumerable company who have 
been for years spiritually fed by his discourses. If ALL of these will 
send to PASTOR J. S. HOCKEY, Upland Cottage, Bexhill, Sussex, or to 
Mns. SPURGEON," Westwood", Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood, London, 
whatever the Lord inclines them to give as a token of loving gratitude 
for her dear husband's ministry, the work will soon be accomplished, 
souls will be saved, and God will be glorified. 

• On Monday, April 12, Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon cut the first sod in preparation for 
the new buildings. A large company of friends assembled, and a very interesting 
service was held on the ground and in the school-chapel. Pastors Charles 
Spurgeon, J. S. Hockey, and W. J. Harris (Eastbourne), took part in the pro• 
ceedings ; and Mrs. Spurgeon briefly spoke of the joy she had felt in helping the 
work at Bexhill, and how happy she had been in witnessing its progress and 
prosperity. An account of the proceedings, with a picture oi Mrs. Spurgeon :rnd a 
group of friends, appeared in the May number of Tht Sw1J1"d and th, Trow,:!. 

21 
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~utirs an~ ~ifficulties of ~illagt I a~tors. 
BY ONE OF THEM. 

I AM: very glad to find that prominence is to be given in this year's 
Report to the work of the pastors in small towns and villages• 

for the bulk of our men are, I believe, '' country brethren." Per~ 
sonally, though a Cockney born and bred, I have laboured for 20 years 
or more in country places. 

As I have nothing of a special character to report respecting my 
present sphere of labour, I thought a few simple facts relating to village 
work might not be uninteresting. 

The necessity for village pastors is, in my opinion, greater than ever, 
by reason of the Ritualistic teaching and proselytizing influence of the 
clergy, combined with that of Lord and " Lady Bountiful." In many 
,·illages Evangelical teaching would be unknown but for the Noncon
formist chapel. 

For the work of imbuing young minds with gospel. truth, and, if 
possible, bringing them to decision for Christ before they go to swell 
the great town and city populations, village churches must be kept up. 
It will be a sad thing for the town churches if the young people leave 
the villages uninfluenced by the gospel. For does not the inflow of 
country life into the cities act as the fresh water of the river to the salt 
water far away over the harbour bar? 

The difficulties of the village pastor, and those who with him en
deavour to carry on the work, are ever increasing. 

The population steadily decreases; and amongst those leaving are the 
brightest anci best of the young people, those just becoming useful 
in various branches of Christian work. But they must go, and often 
their parents also, as occupation is not to be found for them. This causes 
great difficulty in finding helpers ready, able, and willing to co-operate 
in the work. Our own ti:1y town has not much more than half the 
population it had some years ago : just about half the houses in the 
street in which I now live are tmpty from this cause. 

The depressing influence so often felt by the pastor and his wife 
is not to be wondered at if we take into account the sharp line 
drawn between Church and Dissent, the low social status assigned to 
the Nonconformist, the business, political, and spiritual disabilities 
under which he has to live. He feels the lack of congenial society and 
of the literary advantages of public libraries and kindred institutions. 

The limitation of his sphere, too, is not without its effect. The same 
few people, the same one village street, the same cows led to and from 
the pasture for milking night and morning; most beautiful in pictures, 
but to be actually looked upon year in and year out, is not so inspiring. 

The many chapels everywhere make •'forward movements'' practically 
impossible; indeed, it is hard to hold our own ; for in our own little 
town or village there are the same number of chapels as when the 
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population was comparatively large, and people came from half-a-dozen 
or more villages where there are now chapels belonging to one or the 
other of the denominations. 

Want of funds is sadly crippling the village churches. The pastor 
ought to be really more wealthy than the town minister, because his 
people are often poorer. Under these conditions, pastoral work, so 
much demanded, should be done, not by men who often have a purse 
to let, but by those who can help in a practical way the aged and po::ir. 
Ah ! it is one of the hardest parts of the poor pastor's work to be so 
short himself that he can scarcely brace himself up to visit without thus 
helping. 

Old supporters of the cause die, and those farmers who once did well 
can now give but little; and if it were not for a small endowment and 
a manse, many village churches would be doomed to extinction. 

One difficulty the village pastor often has from the inside. The 
cause is old, the deacons old, the members old, everything ancient ; 
hence an amount of conservatism difficult, if not impossiblt', to over
come. Then there is the difficulty arising from one of these old 
pillars of the cause filling so many offices, such as deacon, precentor, 
treasurer, Sunday-school superintendent and teacher. See! if you 
offend the deacon, where are you? For, behold, he stays away, and 
then what becomes of the work relating to the other offices? .-\gain, 
everybody almost is related to everybody else, so that if one becomes 
disaffected, the result is far-reaching; and if it is thought advisable to 
remove one person to make way for a more suitable helper,-perhaps a 
new-comer,- oh, dear, what a bother there is, to be sure ! But if a good 
fellow, who fills all the various offices before-named, leaves the village, 
or is removed by death, it is hard to replace him. For these, among 
other reasons, to carry on the work without a jar is most difficult for 
the pastor. 

The village pastor needs to be an all-round man. To be a tolerab:y 
good preacher is, of course, essential ; for it is a mistake to think that 
anything will do for the country. I thought so once when I first went 
as a Cockney into the villages to preach ; but I did not know that there 
were, and are, in some small congregations retired professional men
doctors, ministers, merchants,-who take out a Greek Testamer,t, 
and follow the lesson, if it be in that part ·of the Book. They are well 
read, up-to-date men, who can do with the very best sermons 
possible. . . . They no doubt help a diligent student to read hard, 
to be correct, concise, and so forth. Sometimes they help him to 
much good reading, but sometimes, if of the critical order and of the 
"Down-grade" stamp-I speak from experience-they are not always a 
blessing either to pastor or people. • 

Sometimes there are i_n the congregation people of very diverse 
opinions on religious matters, and actually forming two or more parties. 
The pastor, after a time, finds out that the sermons which are most 
acceptable to the one party are unpalatable to the other; the morning 
sermon, say, on the God-ward aspect of salvation, suiting the '1 high" 
brethren immensely, but not those called "generals"; while the dis
course on the man-ward aspect of salvation has just the opposite 
effect in the evening. 
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The village pascor must not only, therefore, be apt to teach, but must 
be able to try a hundred and one things besides, as I have had to prove. 
He often has to act as deacon, choir-leader, church secretary and trea-
urer, chapel-keeper, tract-distributor, Sunday-school superintendent and 

teacher, besides being president of half-a-dozen other useful societies. 
But I forbear, excepting to add one more office I have now and then 
to fill,-,·iz., assistant sexton, having been engaged digging a grave, 
at, say, half-past two, and before three presenting myself as the officiating 
minister. 

I have left no space for the other side, the bright side, of the picture, 
but really must crave room for a few lines. 

To a man fond of the country,-a student of Nature with a poet's 
eye,-thc first written book of God is to him a door opened into a 
hea\"en on earth. 

To a student of human nature, men can be viewed as individuals 
in all their individuality and all-roundness as they cannot be studied in 
cities when they are seen in sets or parties, as groups of trees may be 
\"iewed, rather than those standing alone in their clear outlines of form 
and beauty. 

Then what heart-culture, what object-lessons are to be learned in the 
abodes of sickness, bereavement, and business disaster! What peeps 
into eternity, what glances over the precipice (as Murray McCheyne 
used to say) can be obtained by visiting the dying! 

Again, what a boon to a student of theology, or any other ology, 
does the country pastor's life afford him ! 'Tis true, he is apt to get dull 
and apathetic, having so little to spur him forward and to keep his 
mental tools and weapons bright. Yet if he have a passion for souls, 
natural ability, intuition, imagination, reflection,-! was going to add 
invention,-well, I will-in its best sense,-a constant delight in telling 
of every fresh revelation of God in Jesus Christ as revealed by the Holy 
Spirit in the Scriptures, he will muse until the fire burns, and then his 
words will be like flakes of fire. 

In country pastorates, the influence of the pastor is really felt after 
many years of residence. It is the man behind the message that makes 
t'1e message tell. The young grow up about him, the middle-aged 
.earn to make him a companion, or friend at least, while the aged 
gradually get to like him as he matures, and is able to give them richer 
food. 

Frequently, the village pastor exercises an influence in parochia) affai_rs, 
serving on School Boards. Often through the local Press does his voice 
tell while his stand for religious and political rights gives cot,:rage to 

' d,, many a litlle, but brave, "band of men, whose hearts God has touc~e , 
and so the battles are waged, and sometimes won, by the village 
Hampdens. 
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STUDENT-PASTOR, F. W. Woons. 

THE history ot the Baptists in Theydon dates from the year 188-1-, 
when Mr. Hall, a blind gentleman, erected a small building 

to hold about one hundred persons. On his removal from the 
neighbourhood, four years afterwards, the place was purchased by F. L. 
Edwards, Esq., of Loughton, who very generously presented it to the 
Trustees of the Pastors' College, to be held by them in trust for the use 
of the Baptist denomination for ever. From that time to the present, 
the Sunday services have been conducted and the work carried on under 
the superintendence of students from the College. 

During the pastorate of Mr. F. W. Boreham, the mission made good 
progress, and eventually a church was formed consisting of thirteen 
members. Subsequently it was resolved to enlarge the original building, 
so as to make it capable of seating two nundred and fifty persons. 
This was successfully accomplished, and the new building was opened 
for worship in 1895. • 

The departure of Mr. Boreham for a pastorate in New Zeabnd 
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se,·erely tried the faith of the little band of devoted workers whom he 
had gathered around him. They, however, struggled on in spite of 
many difficulties, until the advent of Mr. Woods, in March, 1896, when 
the prospect grew brighter. The attendance at the services, and the 
collections, increased, and a new spirit was seen in the workers. Two 
former scholars in the Sunday-school have been converted, and await 
baptism, and are candidates for church-fellowship. There is now a 
membership of twenty-one, a Sunday-school of forty children, a Band 
of Hope, an Adult Temperance Society, a Society of Christian 
Endeavour, a bind of Sermon distributors, and a branch of the Inter
national Bible Reading Association. All these Christian agencies are 
in a flourishing condition. We are also glad to note a spirit of enquiry 
at the Sunday services, and some who are now halting between two 
opinions will, we believe, soon declare their faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Some months ago the builder reported that the foundations of 
the older portion of the chapel were sinking; ugly cracks began to 
appear, through which the rain found an entrance. ·On this account, 
in order to ensure the safety of the structure, we have been compelled 
to build four brick piers to support the roof. We are glad to report 
that some wealthy residents in Theydon have kindly come to 
our help in the work of renovating the interior. But we are also 
anxious to carry out other much-needed work which would considerably 
improve the appearance of the chapel. To do this, about forty pounds 
are needed. This may seem a very small sum, but it is large for a 
church yet in its infancy, and the little band of believers hope that 
some generous friend will render them help in this good work, 
especially as this is the only Nonconformist church in Theydon. 

£}cbl ;ffiission C!rnaptl, ;ftlorben, .Surrr~-

D EAR Mr. President,-It may seem almost absurd to talk of 
,,£!/age work so near to the great city, yet Wimbledon itself has 

not altogether lost the title and distinction of being a village. Still 
you may hear, from the lips of some of the older inhabitants, words 
like these,-" Up in the Village'', "the Village Lecture Hall", "the 
Village Club'', and a very _brief walk will take you out f~om the "bri~ks 
and mortar" into parts which are "truly rural." Such 1s the case with 
Morden, t~e scene of one of our rnissio?s; a half-hour's walk, and you 
are out amid the green fields and flowering hedgerows. . 

Morden as a parish is peculiar ; it has three centres, and, alas ! m 
each case it is a public-house : the " Crown ", the " George", the 
"Plough", are the pivotal points to which the houses in, each part 
converge. The "Plough '' has undisputed sway, but near to the 
" George" stands the parish church, ~nd close at hand to the " Cr_own" 
is our mission chapel. We are hopmg, one of these days, to wm the 
"Crown.'' Indeed, we are in the " Crown " Road. 

The work here has been going on for some years ; at first, with some 
little promise, but that was succeeded by a long time of weary plod
ding · not however in vain, though, one after another, the workers had 
to lc:~ve, and others to be found to take their places, yet we "held 
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the fort", and thank God we are seeing, to-day, the signs of His 
presence and approval in all the wor~. A Sunday-school of eighty 
children has been gathered, from which there have been numerous 
conversions. A Christian Endeavour Society has lately been formed, 
and on a recent occasion I was greatly cheered to visit and talk with 
and catechise the members; the evident intelligence of their faith and 
warmth of their love were very refreshing. A Sunday-evening Service 
is held for adults, and has been, of late, sharing in the blessing. More, 
a week-evening meeting is held, concerning which the workers report 
that it is "always well attended." 

The period of most evident blessing set in with the erection of the 
new iron building, which was opened in November, 1895. This cost 

us, inc·1usive of site, about ;c, ::roo, of which about £80 sti\l renu.ins to 
be paid. The workers, however, are steadily pressing forward to the 
desired end,-i.e., to be able to preach the go~pel free from adulteration 
in a building free from debt. 

Further on in the same direction (indeed, the parishes adjoin), we 
come to North Cheam, and this is country! No village this, not even a 
hamlet, but just a district of scattered and almost isolated houses ; yet 
in those houses, dwellers with souls, and so people to be evangelized
Here a little iron building was erected by the Tabernacle Church 
some twelve or fourteen years ago, and opened for work and worship by 
the beloved Pastor, whose sermon at the opening, preached in the open 
air, from Matthew xi. 281 we well remember. 

The work here was, until recently, sustained by the parent church, 
but in face of great difficulty. The distance from a railway station 
made it hard to get at, and the scattered character of the district told 
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heavily against success ; yet still it was kept going till last summer, since 
which time the mother at Newington has given over the care of it to 
the daughter at Wimbledon, and every Sunday, school - workers, 
preachers, singers, and "players on instruments", go forth for the four
miles walk to their work, "go forth bearing precious seed", go forth, 
we believe, with "weeping''; yet their weeping is like an April shower, 
quickly followed by bright shining ; for though they weep they also 
believe, and thus anticipate in measure the fulfilment of the Word, 
" They shall, doubtless, come again rejoicing, bringing their sheaves 
with them." Thus the work goes on and the Word goes forth. Having 
ourselves been "enlightened with the light of the living," we are 
seeking that this same light may "ray out " from us to all around, 
whether to the dwellers in our slums or to the equally needy dwellers 
in our villages. 

Yours, with kind regards, 
Wimbledon, CHAS. INGREM. 

.March 9th, 1897. 

J)ld.u 35aptist <!tbapcl, 1East!rigb, ~ampsbirt. 

PASTOR, C. A. FELLOWES. 

IN 1887, Eastleigh, or rather, Bishopstoke, was a rural village by the 
banks of the river I tchen ; now it is an increasing town of over 7 ,coo 

inhabitants, and is destined to become as great a railway centre as Crewe 
or Swindon. It is emphatically a railway town, owing its existence to 
the removal of the L. & S. W. Railway Carriage Works from Nine Elms, 
London. To meet the religious needs of the people (for only a small 
village church existed), Miss Perks, of Winchester, a lady widely known 
and highly esteemed in Hampshire, founded a branch of the Soldiers' 
Home. This proved to be a most successful mission, the hall, seating 
2 50, being crowded Sabbath by Sabbath. It was at this time the Bap
tists of Portland Chapel, Southampton, took over the mission from 
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Miss Perks, making it a branch of their church, and placing over it the 
Rev. D. R. Jenkins in charge; but in 1893 the Mission pastor left for 
Pontypool. In 1894, Mr, David Griggs, of the Pastors' College, was 
sent by Dr. Spurgeon and Dr. Booth to spy out the land, and endeavour 
to consolidate the work, and begin a forward movement in the now 
increasing and rapidly-growing town. During a month's leave of 
absence from the College, Mr. Griggs preached at the Mission, inter
viewed the Portland Chapel friends, and finally a plot of ground in a 
central position in the town was secured for the erection of a chapel. 
Plans were prepared, subscription papers freely circulated over the 
county, and bright hopes were entertained of the future; but unfor
tunately the Rev. J. M. G. Owen, pastor of the Portland Church, 
left for Birmingham. The Mission Hall was sold by the Portland 
friends, and the handful of Baptisti; at Eastleigh thrown on their own 
resources. This brought out all the College pluck and determination. 
A large new Drill Hall, built for the volunteers, was secured, chairs 
were purchased, and in spite of the extremely severe winter of 1894, 
services were conducted by Mr. Griggs successfully and well. On 
Sundays the hall was well filled, although there was no means of heating 
the building, and often it meant preaching and listening with fingers and 
feet numbed with the cold. Still the people kept loyal and true, none 
leaving, not even in the depth of that severe winter, when other chapels 
were heated and comfortable; all the friends remained, and many were 
added to the fellowship. Such a vigorous state of existence called forth 
the attention of the Southern Association of Baptist Churches, and 
steps were taken to practically and speedily help the Eastleigh friends. 
The ground secured by the Portland friends was inspected, new plans 
designed, and on a portion of it a school-chapel erected, which was 
opened for public. worship last June. The building, which is 56 feet 
long by 44 feet wide, will accommodate 300 people. A vestry and 
offices are provided at the rear, and the baptistery is ?laced under the 
rostrum. The total cost, including the ground on which the present 
school-chapel is erected, and the adjoining site which is reserved for a 
future chapel, is about£ 1,600. Of this amount £ 400 has been raised. 
In June, 1895, Mr. Griggs left to become assistant pastor to the Rev. 
Charles Joseph, at Lake Road, Portsmouth, his native town, where his 
father laboured so long and well as a minister of Jesus Christ, and in 
the following January the present pastor, the Rev. C. A. Fellowes, of 
Jersey, accepted an invitation to the pastorate. Since then, the church 
has continued to enjoy peace and prosperity. Over thirty additions 
have been made during his first year of service, during which time more 
than £450 were raised for all purposes .. The work is steadily growing, 
and with God's blessing will become strong, permanent, and successful. 

Qtambra!! :ISapttst <!rburcb, <!rbdtcnbam. 
PASTOR, H. A. B. PHILLIPS. 

BY desire of our pastor, I send a brief report of the evangelistic 
work in the villages around Cheltenham, done by the above 

church. 
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"'e have had many changes in the staff of workers. Some have been 
called to the Mission field in Africa. others to College training, who 
hope to go abroad to work under the banner of Christ for the ingather
ing of the heathen; while the Lord has been pleased to call one 
earnest worker home to rest ; but we still have a band of faithful 
men whose hearts God hath touched. For this we thank God and take 
courage. 

Commencing with Birdl,p, - this station lies on the Cotswold Hills, 
six miles from Cheltenham, where the people gather together to hear 
the messages of love. God's children are being built up, while others 
are ~eeking Christ as their Saviour. The Sunday-schoql is steadily 
growmg. 

The next station is at Elmstont Hardwick, which lies in the vale 
towards Tewkesbury. Here God has manifested His divine power 
and brought some to trust in Christ as their Saviour, and we are looking 
forward to their joining the church by baptism very soon. There is also 
here a good Sunday-school. 

At Uckington, our next station, we have been unable to obtain any 
ground upon which to build a chapel, but we have a good cottage 
meeting, and earnestness is manifested by the listeners, the room 
being frequently too small for the numbers who gather to hear the 
Word. The Sunday-school here is also well sustained, the teachers 
being the young men of the home church. 

JOHN MARSHALL, 
Church Secretary. 

tiaptist QI::burrb, Batrbrt an'tl Billiton, .Somersetsbirt. 

DEAR President, -I think I may claim the painful privilege of being 
the last student publicly received into the College by our late 

beloved President. With what fear and trembling did we make our way 
to" Westwood" on that bright morning of August, 1890. Little did we 
dream that our batch was to be the last that would be welcomed there by 
God's honoured servant. It was almost a tie between Whe and Whi; but 
the alphabet being absolutely fixed without any regard to my feelings, 
Whe won, and W hi came both last and least of that wonderful, renowned 
'' best of all the batches,'' as ht used smilingly to call the last. It is a 
privilege that makes one sad, and yet who can tell the joy when one 
remembers that the privilege was ours? 

But I am not to write of ColJege experiences, however dear, but to 
tell of God's dealings with us on the great battle-field of life. . 

Settling here in March, 1894, we have for three years been ~Jm~tly, 
and we trust effectively, toiling for God in this small part of His vine
yard. Only those who are labouring, or have laboured, in villag~ 
pastorates, are able to form a just estimate of the efforts and self-sacri
fice needed to hold one's own, much less to make head~ay, when the 
population is decreasing, or the most promising young men and women 
are leaving for the large towns and cities. 

Owing to the past history of the church, and the fact that the late 
pastor attempted to start another cause in the place, there has been a 
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good deal of uphill_ work to do. It was not very encouraging, within a 
few weeks of setthng, to be told by a brother minister that if anything 
was done here it would be a miracle. Thank God, the age of miracles 
is not yet ended. The power of the Holy Spirit and the presence of 
the Master have been manifested in a marked manner, and the spirit of 
love and unity has been growing, until to-day all hearts are knit together 
and God is looking down upon us and smiling on our efforts. 

We are working here upon the circuit plan, for we have chapels both 
at Watchet and Williton, and an old railway carriage, which for 
courtesy's sake we call the "Baptist Mission Room", at the little 
hamlet of Doniford at the foot of the Quantock Hills, scime 
mile and a half from Watchet. Watchet and Williton lie about two 
miles apart. Preaching alternately at each place on Sundays, one is 
thus assured of a "constitutional." Though there are two chapels 
there is but one church, which has been in existence for about 87 
years. 

Those who judge by statistics may pronounce the work here to be 
almost a failure; but we are glad to be able to say that this is by no 
means the case. Those alone who know the history of the church will 
be able to judge the full meaning of the following sentence taken from 
the Secretary's report at the last annual meeting:-" Many of the aged 
members of the church say that, so far as they remember, the spiritual 
life of the church has never been so high as it is at the present time." 
This spiritual life is evidenced by the unity of the members and the 
activity of the workers. 

During the past year, our heart has been cheered by the conversion of 
sinners. Especially has this been the case with the young people of our 
Christian Endeavour, more than a dozen of whom have been led to the 
feet of Christ and are now striving loyally to serve Him. Early in 1896, 
it was laid upon our heart by the Spirit of God to write to some of these 
young people. Fourteen letters were addressed to the unsaved, and 
ere the year closed ten of these had "- let the Saviour in." To God be 
all the glory! Our Watchet Y.P.S.C.E. has made rapid strides during 
the past three years. When we came, there was a membership of 
about 30, now they number over 90. Williton C.E. has only been in 
existence two years, but it already has a membership of about 40. There 
is a spirit of earnestness and prayerfulness and consecration amongst 
our young men and women for which we thank God. The remem
brance of this gives us hope for the future of the church. 

We have to raise our Ebenezer, too, for temporal mercies. We are 
purchasing Williton Chapel and two cottages adjoining it for £300, 
more than half of which has been sent in in answer to prayer since last 
June. To raise such a sum in six months, in a purely agricultural 
village, means a consecration of goods to the Master whose we are 
and whom "e serve. 

Work here, as in many other small places, has to be carried on under 
great disadvantages. We have no school-room either at Watchet or 
Williton. At the former place we have i.bout 200 scholars, and to keep 
them in proper order is a problem which sometimes taxes us severely. 
SLill, the work prospers, and the Spirit of God dwells with us. We are 
praying for and expecting great things from God. 
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. Since settling here, we have been enabled to start a localised Maga
zine (which has now a circulation of over 400 a month), a Sunday
school and Clothing Club at Doniford, a branch of the Y,P.S.C.E. at 
Williton, a morning school at Watchet, and the West Somerset District 
Union of Christian Endeavourers. Thus it will be seen that our hands 
have not been idle in this our first pastorate. 

Our hearts crave a little more sympathy and help from our more 
farnured town brethren,-a help that is shown in deeds as well as words. 
Thank God, the future is bright with hope because bright in the antici
pated joy of the Master's presence. 

We pray for you in your great work of the Tabernacle and College. 
May the everlasting arms be always beneath you! 

Yours in the Lord's·service, 
W. WHITE. 

35aptist ~burcb, .Stogumber, Somersetsbirr. 

DEAR President,-In response to your request, I send you a few 
particulars of my labours. The work of a country pastor is 

ordinarily uneventful, but to the pastor himself, if to no other, it is far 
from being uninteresting. To tramp ten miles to pay half-a-dozen 
visits to the flock, to climb 800 feet above sea-level to see a lonely 
Christian soul, to spend an hour in fighting the elements on a wild 
winter's night, and then to reach a hamlet where a dozen hearers await 
your coming in front of a roasting fire in a small cottage, "to walk 
by faith, not by sight", when neither the earth nor sky nor aught else can 
be seen on a moonless night, to conduct five services on Sunday with a 
few miles of walking thrown in,-these are trifles I have more or less 
frequently experienced, to which the town pastor is a stranger. Such 
incidents serve to put an edge of excitement on what might otherwise 
prove to be a dull round of labours. 

The work in connection with this church dates back to the year 1688, 
when a godly farmer in the neighbourhood took out a license for public 
worship in his own house. Since then, with many ups and downs, the 
work has been continued. 

At present, our chapel is the only Nonconformist place of worship 
within three miles, although within that radius there are six churches 
of the Establishment. We have a Mission Hall at Crowcombe, three 
miles in one direction, where services are held twice weekly; and also 
cottage meetings are held at Lower Vexford, a hamlet two miles in 
another direction. 

The population is very scattered. In this parish of Stogumber, 
which is more than three miles wide, there are only 900 souls. This 
number is decreasing, and depression in agriculture, which is the sole 
industry, makes the district very poor. 

What to do with these country churches, which cannot much longer 
remain self-supporting, is a question that must have a speedy solution 
if the light of gospel truth is to be shed forth in these dark places. 
And they are dark indeed. Official records might be cited to prove a 
deplorable state of immorality in proportion to population. 
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The majority of the older folk cannot read or write. From my 
pulpit I can often count a dozen without hymn-books, for they cannot 
read. Very few have a clear knowledge of the gospel. They are not 
too dull to understand its glorious simplicity, but they do not think about 
it for themselves, It has become a mental habit with them to leave all 
religious questions for the clergyman to think about, for they have been 
taught by the parish priest that baptism (? sprinkling) in infancy, and 
church attendance, are all that is needed. 

We can, however, hope better things of the rising generation, which 
can read. Our work amongst the young is the most hopeful feature of 
our labours. We have sixty scholars in the Sunday-school. Children's 
services and Band of Hope meetings are well attended. 

Unhappily, we lose our young men and women as soon as they are 
able to find work in the towns. 

Under these conditions, the work is hard and slow. As Baptists and 
Nonconformists, we stand alone in the neighbourhood. It means much 
to be a Nonconformist here. Some I know of would lose their situations 
if they attended our meetings. Still, we have signs of blessing. Two 
candidates are now before the church for baptism. We are pegging away, 
knowing that the Lord hath said," The battle is not yours, but God's." 

Let me mention, in conclusion, one incident only which will show the 
character of the work here. A few weeks ago, I visited, as it seemed 
accidentally, and, for the first time, a cottage on the side of the 
Quantock Hills. There I found an old Christian woman and her 
husband, who, like herself, was crippled. They could not walk to a 
place of worship. The parish clergyman had ceased to visit them, they 
having offended him by plain speaking about baptismal regeneration. 
The aged saint, with tears in her eyes, told me that for twelve months 
no Christian friend had been near them, and that two nights before I 
appeared, she had specially prayed that God would send one of His 
servants to speak and pray with her. Needless to say, I did both, as 
well as read God's Word to them, and left them much comforted, 
resolving to see them again soon. 

F. THOMAS WHITE. 

3Saptist QI:burcl}, 3Sral!for'tl, ~- Erbon. 

T HE year 1896 has proved to be one of peculiar success and 
blessedness here. Rich seasons of fellowship, a deepening love 

to one another, and an absolutely unbroken union amongst us, are, I 
think, things over which any village pastor may well rejoice. But fruits 
of a more definite sort have been granted, as I am thankful to know. 

In September, at one of my four chapels, God gave us a glorious 
manifestation of Pentecostal blessing : it was wonderful. Those who 
had resisted appeals for months and years yielded, and to-day are some 
of our best workers. On the first special Sunday night, we were all 
melted to tears, such was the felt nearne3s of the Holy Ghost, and eight 
persons accepted Christ ; that was the sweet comme~cement. On 
subsequent week-days and Sabbaths, others came, until over twenty 
joyous conversions were sent us in one little village chapel. And all 
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this blessing ""as granted without extra effort, and in the absence of all 
excitement. Nor has the work ceased. A few months since, came a 
bricklayer to our hamlet, a young man of the world and rather wild. 
\Yell, last Sunday week he, after a period of deep concern of 'soul, gave 
in, crying out for God's mercy. He now is, I believe, fully resting on 
the Atonement of Chri~t. Ever since the blessed visitation in September, 
a Cottage Prayer Meeting has been held each week, at which the young 
com·erts take part quite freely. 

The following extr~ct from a letter, sent to me on November 16th, 
will, I think, be a fitting close to my report concerning this village:-

" I feel, dear Mr. Breewood, that I cannot conclude without saying 
that, as parents,_w: thank God that you were ever sent to be our pastor, 
for we feel that 1t 1s through you that five of our dear children have 
been led to Jesus. And we pray God still to give you seals to your 
ministry.-S. J. G--.'' 

Also, at the mother-chapel, at Brayford, reaping has characte.rised 
our year's work. While the conversions have come in smaller numbers 
-in ones and twos-than at the village mentioned before, yet quite as 
large a total has been reached. In one case, six members out of seven 
in one family have embraced a personal Christ, and in Him are happy 
and at rest. The elder sons and elder daughters stand in this heart
cheering list of trophies, and I rejoice over them with exceeding joy. 

The only outside help we have had in evangelistic work during the 
year was rendered us in October by dear Mr. J. Chamberlain, elder 
at the Tabernacle, whose songs and addresses still linger with us. One 
soul we know decided through his visit, in addition to the refreshing our 
brother brought and left. 

In October, I received a kindly and pressing letter from the pastor 
and deacons of Barnstaple Baptist Church, requesting me to conduct 
a week's special services. To this I gladly acceded, and went at the 
end of November. Prior to my going, a week of special prayer was 
held, and such was the fervour at these gatherings, that during the week 
fourteen precious souls declared for serving Jesus. This gracious spirit 
of earnestness increased night after night throughout the mission, the 
result being that the zealous pastor, Rev. G. Robert Hern, has now a 
list of the names of nearly seventy persons professing conversion to 
God. Some of the cases were of profound interest- cases to fill one 
with unspeakable gratitude and joy. 

Other outside calls are coming to hand, a fact which helps me to see 
that, beyond the narrow limitations of my sphere of pastoral work, I may 
be privileged to do useful service in the cause of Him whose we are, 
and whom we all seek to serve. 

T. BREEWOOD. 

ebangdistic morn at Qralstorft anb fflrtbcrill, ([ornbJaU. 

I HA VE been settled in my present pastorate eleven years, during 
which time I have witnessed many changes, have seen many come 

and go, old members h~ve died, young members have joined_ us, and 
active members have migrated to other lands. Our congregat10ns are 
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not !arge, and _ou~ people are, for the_ most part, of the poorer class. 
Mining, the ~h•~f industry of. the loca)1ty, ha~ ~e~n ?eclining for many 
years, and w_1th 1t the populat10n has oeen d1m1mshmg ; but amidst all 
the adverse influences we have had to contend with (and their name is 
legion), we_are hapry to say we h~ve kept our g~~und, held on our way, 
and from time to time have received much spmtual blessing. As to 
numbers, our congregations are much the same as they were ten years 
or more ag_o, for we have lost a number of our best supporters by death; 
and as their places have no! been ~lied_ up, we are financially weaker, 
and our people have much difficulty m raising the funds required to meet 
the ordinary expendit~re. N~twith~ta_nding all this,. by the help of 
friends we succeeded, m 1895, m building a commodious schoolroom 
for our Sunday-school at l\fetherill, at a cost of £250, and have paid 
off £180, leaving a debt of £70. It was greatly needed, as we had no 
accommodation whatever for our hundred children except the chapel. 
The schoolroom consists of one large room, with a baptistery, and two 
smaller rooms, which we use as vestries and for the Bible-classts. Just 
outside the schoolroom, and under cover, we have a large furnace and a 
good pump, both of which we find very serviceable when we have our 
tea-meetings. We also me the pump for filling the baptistery by means 
of an indiarubber hose. The well, thirty-two feet deep, is cut, for the 
greater part of its depth, through solid rock ; this was done gratis during 
the evenings of last summer by friends at Metherill, mostly miners, after 
their ordinary day's work, thus saving a sum of£ 10. They worked 
well, for it was truly a labour of love. The schoolroom is near the 
chapel, a road only being between them. The baptistery was used for 
the first ti:ne last October, when two candidates were immersed; it was 
the first baptismal service ever held in the village of Metherill. A bout 
two hundred persons were present, many of whom had never before seen 
the ordinance of beiievers' baptism. The behaviour of the people and 
the interest they manifested were all that could be desired, and a deep 
and favourable impression was made upon the audience. We now have 
good and convenient premises at Metherill, of which we feel justly 
proud. The chapel was renovated about three years ago, and the cost 
(£70) paid, but there remains a debt of £70 on the schoolroom. 
Will friends in town remember this and help us? 

Of the work at CALSTOCK, where I live, I can also speak favourably. 
About a year ago, we purchased two cottages for the increased accom
modation of our Sunday-school children, at present about seventy. We 
let one cottage, and use the other, which adjoins our present schoolroom, 
for our two Bible-classes. On the outlay we have a debt remaining of 
about £60. A very gracious work has been manifested at different times 
in connection with these two classes; many have been converted and 
have become members of the church ; some of them have emigrated to 
South Africa, America, and New Zealand. The most enterprising, 
energetic, and most useful are generally the ones that leave their homes 
for other localities ; this is one of the greatest losses sustained by villa,_!.e 
churches. If we could only keep at home all our young people, we 
should be able in a few years to double our congregat\ons. Our two 
chapels at Calstock and Metherill are about two miles and a- half 
apart. In each chapel there are two preaching services on the Sunday, 
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and one in the week, besides prayer-meetings and other services. I 
take three services regularly every Sunday, and meetings on four 
e\'enings of the week; this I have done, with few exceptions, during the 
eleven years I have been here, with much pleasure to myself, and I 
trust, with acceptance to my gracious Master, and with profit to t11e 
people. My endeavour has ever been to set forth in all its fulness a'nd 
simplicity the glorious gospel of the grace of God through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, which is the power of Goel unto salvation to 
e,·ery one that believeth, and by God's help I intend to continue this 
unto the end. It is r"y pleasure to know and with much gratitude to 
say that, during my pastorate, peace and harmony have prevailed 
amongst us, with a fair measure of prosperity. To God be all the glory. 

ALFRED PIDGEON. 

NriD Jhptist Qtbapcl, :Plorlrl!, nrar JLrrll.s. 
PASTOR, CHARLES WELTON, 

1\/1 ORLEY is one ot those Yorkshire places that, within the memory 
l of many now living, has grown from a village into a corporate 

town of about 23,000 inhabitants. Doubtless the energy, enterprise 
and independence of the people are largely traceable to their Puritani~ 
ancestors. Here, from 1665 to 1671, after his ejectment from the 
Parish Church in Leeds, the Rev. Christopher Nesse, M.A., ministered 
to the Independent Church, and laid the foundation of those Free 
Church i:;rinciples still dear to many of the Morley people. 

On May 9th, 1871, a few Baptist friends in the town met together to 
consider the desirability of forming a Baptist Church in Morley, and 
from the first the Divine blessing has rested upon the movement, so that 
ti::ie church formed on the 11th of September, 1872, consisting of 24 
members, has grown to 133; while the school, which at the first con
sisted of 13 scholars, now numbers 350 ; and this number might be 
largely increased if more accommodation were provided. 

On the first Sunday in January 1889, Pastor Charles Welton (after 
16 years' ministry at Driffield) commenced his pastorate at Morley, and 
from the first the blessing of God has rested upon the work, so that 
year by year there has been steady and solid growth in every branch of 
the church's work. This success necessitated an effort for more 
suitable premises in which to carry on Christian work. But first of all 
a debt of £ 2 50 had to be removed, and now for several years the 
pastor and his people have been giving weekly or monthly sums towards 
the erection of new buildings. These contributions have reached nearly 
£ 1 ,ooo, a right noble amount for a wage-earning people to give, in addi
tion to the cost of sustaining the ordinary work. 

In March, 1896, members of the church and congregation dug out the 
foundations, thus saving £ 20 or £ 30 of the estimated cost. 

The building scheme includes chapel to seat 6001 a lecture hall to 
seat 200, and eight class-rooms, all nearing completion. Being in the 
centre of the town, the accommodation will in every way be adapted to 
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the ever-growing needs of a borough which in all its places of worship 
does not provide for more than one-third of the population . 

The cost of the undertaking will amount to upwards of £3,000, 

towards which the treasurer has received in cash and promises about 
£ 1,700, leav_ing still a large sum for a purely w~rking-class church to 
raise, but which they hope to do by the help of friends outside. 

All through these material efforts, Mr. Welton has sought to impress 
upon his people the importance of doing the higher and more spiritual 
work of the church, and at the present time he has the joy of meeting 
from week to week a dozen or more who are seeking the Lord. 

The present state of the church is the result of steady, plodding, 
prayerful work, the earnest preaching of the old gospel, and regular 
sympathetic pastoral visitation. These methods the pastor learned at 
the feet of the now glorified President thirty years ago, and from them 
he has never seen any reason to depart. 

Nein ;ocbool anlJ ~all, Eesborougb, Norti)amptonsbirr. 

IT is witq great pleasure that I comply with our dear President's 
request for a few particulars of our work in Desborough, which I 

suppose I must call a town, for it is emerging out of villagedom, having 
between four and five thousand inhabitants. 

I came here in the spring of 1891 to suoply for a Sunday. In the 
afternoon I was asked to give an address to the Sunday-scholars in the 
chapel, the only place available for Sunday-school purposes. I found 
the building full of children and young people, and I could not help 

22 
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saying to m>:self, " Whoever comes here must see about getting Sunday
school buildings erected." I then and there resolved that, if 1 received 
a call, I would do my best to meet what I could see was an imperative 
need. The call came, and I commenced my ministry here in July ot 
that year. In the autumn a meeting was called to see if anything could 
be done to raise funds for erecting school-rooms. It was decided to set 
the ladies to work to prepare for a bazaar, to be held the next spring. The 
first subscription received was 6d., but that was good seed, and fell upon 

·- - -- ·------- ---- -------- ---

good ground, and before the meeting was over brought forth a hundred
fold,.£ z zos. being received; this was the working capital to commence 
with . The bazaar, which was a great success, was marked by an absence 
of all those features so objectionable in many bazaars. Other similar sales 
of work followed on the same lines, till a building site was secured and 
the building fund warranted the commencing of operations. A loan of 
.£300 free of interest was also granted from the Baptist Building Fund. 
This is a genuine forward movement, for our new premises are at some 
distance from our chapel and in the centre of the new town, so that we 
have a good footing in both parts of the town. There are not only the 
necessary rooms for school and Bible-class purposes, but a lofty assembly
room seating more than 400 persons. 

While this material work has been in hand, the better work of the 
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spiritual building of the house of the Lord has been going on, and souls 
have been saved. It is cheering to have to record that at the first week
night prayer-meeting held in the new building, after an address by the 
pastor from Jeremiah I. 4, 5, several young people gave in their names 
for baptism; thus the Lord put His seal upon the work which had been 
done, and manifested His approval and acceptance of it. 

During the past year, we have had the joy of baptizing and receiving into 
the church twelve young people. Our people are all of the industrial or 
wage-earning class, and I am thankful to add that they are like those 
referred to by our dear President in the March Sword and Trowel, " a 
prayer-l0ving people." I have never been in such prayer-meetings any
where as we have here. 

Amongst many who kindly helped us in our building, mention must 
be made of the dear lady at "Westwood'', whom may the Lord richly 
bless and comfort! From several generous friends at Kettering and at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle we also received practical sympathy, which 
greatly encouraged us,. and for which we are deeply thankful. 

ISAAC NEAR. 

JSaptist Qtbapd, JSilllrston, ~uffolk. 

T HIS chapel is situated in a village of about Soo inhabitants, and 
surrounded by a number of smaller villages. It was erected in 

1844, and seats 450 persons. 
The church is the oldest in the county; it was formed in 1737, and, 

after weathering many storms, we find her manned some thirty years ago 
by the Rev. A. Knell, of the Pastors' College, who has been succeeded 
by brethren of the same Alma Mater ever since. . On the ·resignation 
of Rev. G. W. Oldring in 18931 an application was made to the College 
for a student, when our late pastor, F. W. Walter, was sent, and settled 
amongst us early in 1894. From that time the Lord has graciously 
smiled upon the work here, in making our pastor signally useful in the 
conversion of many souls, especially among the young people. Some 
ninety have been received into fellowship during his ministry, which has 
just terminated on his acceptance of the pastorate of the church at 
Burley Road, Leeds. 

At the time this was written, the chapel was undergoing repair owing 
to the front wall giving way, caused by strain on the galleries through 
overcrowding. This is but a brief epitome of a three years' revival 
in our midst, for which we ascribe all the praise to Him who 
wrought it. 

THE DEACONS. 

!Japtist QI:burtjJ, mltest 311obl, .Suffolk. 

DEAR President,-! was pleased to read in your letter that the 
work of village pastors is to be. the special feature of this year's 

College Report. I hope the proposal will be carried out, and some
thing practical effected. Many of us feel so completely isob.ted, that 
it is quite cheering to us when some sympathy is shown towards us. 
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West Row is a village of 1,200 inhabitants, and is called "The 
Baptist Village", as Beck Row is called "The Wesleyan Village"; in 
both ,·illages Nonconformists predominate, and the Conformists only 
wish they could; West Row is also a sacred spot on the north side of 
the Isleham Ferry, where our glorified President was immersed in the 
name of the Trinity, as Isleham is on the south side of the River 
Lark. We have friends in our village who were privileged to be 
witnesses of the baptism. One of them said, "When I saw Mr. 
Spurgeon baptized, I said, ' What a pity to baptize such a boy ', little 
thinking what a great preacher he would become." 

The work here for Christ during the past year has been one of great 
trial, owing to sore sickness and frequent dt>.aths in the village. We 
have had a sad visitation, an epidemic of scarlet fever. Our Sunday
school had to be closed for some weeks to guard against the spread of 
the disease; consequently, our work for Christ among the young was 
much impeded. Our congregation has been much thinned, like all 
other ,·illage congregations, by removals and death. Of course, the State 
Church is as tirelessly active as ever; but we try to remember that 
Christ influence is stronger than Church influence, and Holy Ghost 
power mightier than State Church power. Sometimes we feel dis
heartened by the forced migration of our young men and young 
women to London and other great centres of employment. Many are 
the letters of recommendation that have to be written for our young 
friends who are obliged to seek situations in the big towns. What else 
can be expected in these depressed agricultural districts, when matters 
keep on deproving instead of improving ? The farmers becoming 
poorer, labour becomes scarcer, and the labourers are compelled to go 
elsewhere "to earn the bread that perisheth." However, we in the 
villages strive to remember the distinguished service the King of kings 
has specially committed to our charge, and that is to diligently prepare the 
young people for other spheres of life and usefulness, and earnestly 
to seek their decision for Christ ere they leave their village homes. 

With kindest Christian regards, 
Yours very truly, 

The Manse, West Row. CHARLES J. FOWLER. 

~em 3Sapti.st ~bapcl, •al'tlon, eE.s.sex. 
PASTOR., F. c. MORRIS. 

T HE work in this town was commenced early in the year 1872, 

under the auspices of the Essex Baptist Union, services being 
held in the Public Hall. The church was formed on June 5th of the 
same year, and a student from the Pastors' College· was chosen as the 
first pastor; the late Joseph Tritton, Esq., presenting the church with 
an iron building in which to worship.' The cause has had a_ very 
fluctuating existence, and when the present pastor, then a student m the 
College, came as a supply in 1892, the prospects were by no means 
bright: the congregations had considerably declined, the building was 
in a dilapidated condition, and there was a debt on the fu1;1d. for 
incidental expenses. Being advised and encouraged by the late Pnnc1pal 
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Gracey to .. go down and do his best", he accepted the invitation to 
the pastorate. Very soon there was a marked increase in the congrega
tions, conversions took place, additions were made to the church, and 
the debt was speedily removed. It was very evident, however, that the 
building-the repairing of which was as the sewing of new cloth on an 
old garment-was a great hindrance to the work; moreover, increased 
accommodation was necessary. The school-room not being large enough, 
the chapel had to be used for the Sunday-school classes, and the men's 
Bible-class, conducted by the pastor, became too large for the vestry. 
A fund was therefore started for a new chapel, which has during the 
past year been erected upon the old site. It will accommodate about 
300 people, and has at the rear a large class-room and vestry. The old 
school-room is still standing, the old vestry being added to it, which, 
with the new class-room, will for a time suffice for Sunday-school 
purposes. Since the opening of the chapel, the congregations have 
still further increased, and baptisms have taken place each month. 
The total cost of the tuilding will be about £1,250, and God 
has so blessed the earnest plodding efforts of this comparatively poor 
people, that £582 have been raised towards this amount, It is no easy 
work in these small towns to keep the cause of God going ; friends 
leave almost as quickly as they are admitted into the church, the help 
of the Lord's stewards is therefore greatly needed in order to pay off 
the debt that remains. 

3Saptist ~burru, ([oggc.sball, JE.s.scx. 
PASTOR, G. H. F. JACKMAN. 

T HE late beloved President must have been quite familiar with this 
Essex town, seeing that it is within ten miles of Colchester, 

where he spent most of his boyhood's days. Then, it is but three miles 
from the much smaller town of Kelvedon, made famous for all time as 
his birth-place. 

For more than 150 years, Baptists have met for worship and fellow
ship in· the town, although the date of the church, as given in the 
Hand-book, is 1829. The present chapel, in Church Street, was erected 
in 1855, and one of the sermons at the opening service on June 27th, 
was preached by Mr. Spurgeon. We will let the present pastor tell 
further of the continued interestthe "Prince of Preachers" took in these 
Essex friends. Mr.Jackman writes as follows:-" The work was taken 
up by the glorified President in October, 1887, the church being at that 
time almost extinct. In their extremity, the friends applied to Mr. 
Spurgeon for a supply for the pulpit, and he sent the present pastor, 
then a student in the College, who continued to preach Sunday after 
Sunday for eighteen months, while still attending to his studies in the 
College. In April, 1889, through the generous help promised by the 
late beloved President, I was enabled to accede to the wish of the 
friends to becorue their pastor. At my first coming to Coggeshall, 
there was no Sunday-evening service, no week-evening meetings, and no 
Sunday-school. There was a debt of £ 200 and a chapel needing 
repair, improvement and renovation. All this has been remedied; a 
good evening congregation has been gathered, additions made, from 
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time to time, to the church ; and, what is best of all, souls saved. 
The past year was an especially prosperous one, quite a number 
having been brought to the Saviour; sixteen were added to the 
church, thirteen of these publicly professing their faith by baptism. 
It has been uphill work, and the difficulties have been many, not the 
least being the prejudice which existed among the inhabitants on account 
of the past history of the church ; but through the grace of God, the 
difficulties have, for the most part, been surmounted. The present con
dition of things gives much cause for encouragement, and the friends 
are looking for yet greater things." 

---------------

N tbJ ;ffiission Qtbapd, ,urfleet, 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT GRAYS. 

P UR FLEET is known only to some as the village of gunpowder, 
mineral oil, dust-heaps and hospital ships, but it has other 

attractions-viz., a training ship, botanical gardens, and last, but by no 
means least, a Baptist chapel. From a very small village, it has grown, 
by reason of the introduction of several industries, to the size of a town, 
having a population of nearly three thousand. Rather more than three 
years ago, we at Grays decided to commence work for the Master at 
Purfleet, four miles distant. For some years, the only place of worship 
has been the small Established Church attached to the garrison, useful 
in its way, but utterly inadequate to the spiritual needs of the 
district. We made application to the directors of the Anglo
American Oil Company for the use of the large office on their 
premises, which was very generously granted : eleven persons were 
present at the first service. God's blessing rested upon the work, the 
attendance increased, until the room proved far too small to ac
commodate those who wished to attend. We made it a matter of 
prayer, and feeling convinced the Lord wished us to " arise and build'', 
we took the necessary steps. S. Whitbread, Esq. very kindly placed a 
site at our disposal, subscriptions were invited (the Anglo-American 
Oil Company, Ltd., very nobly heading the list with the sum of £100), 
and in a short time a large amount was in hand, mainly through the 
exertions of Mr. C. H. Halls and other friends. It was decided to 
erect an iron building, to seat 300 persons, at a cost of about £ 250. 
The scheme was successfully carried out, and on Wednesday, January 
20th, the building was opened free of debt. The congregations are 
large, souls have been saved, and God's blessing has richly rested upon 
our labours. Our Sunday-school numbers 120 scholars; and the Band 
of Hope Society is in a flourishing condition. We are deeply grateful 
to Almighty God, who has enabled us to erect, under such favourable 
conditions, the first Nonconformist chapel in this place. To God be 
all the glory. We are now in need of a building for Tilbury Docks, 
where there is a population of 4,000 i,eople, but no Nonconformist 
place of worship. Kindly help us! 

THO1'IAS HEYWOOD, 
Pastorojtlte Baptist Clwrc/1, Gral'S, 
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NrbJ ~aptist Qtburcb, ll1orsbam, .Sussex. 
STUDENT-PASTOR, w. R. CHESTERTON, 

ABOUT three years ago, Pastor Thomas Breewood, who had 
recently returned from Queensland, had bis attention called to 

this important and growing town of more than I r ,ooo inhabitants, where 
there was no E,·angelical Baptist cause. Encouraged by the practical 
sympathy of Mr. R. Hayward, he began systematic Christian work, which 
from the very first grew apace. After labouring at this pioneer work 
for six months, he was called to his present sphere of service in Devon
shire. Mr. H. Hill, then a student in the College, took up the work. 
The small hall was crowded week by week, and it became necessary to 
remo,·e to more roomy quarters. After twelve months' successful labour, 
:\fr. Hill accepted the pastorate of the church at Port Stanley, Falk
land Islands, and the present pastor undertook the work. " Since then" 
~ writes Mr. Chesterton) "our progress has been more rapid still. 
Conversiens have been constant and baptisms frequent, so that we now 
have a membership of fifty-two, an increase of fifteen, eleven of these 
by baptism, during the past year. A spirit of prayer and earnestness 
pervades all the meetings. The larger hall, the only available one, is 
crowded out. An active church, with growing Sunday-school, strong 
Christian Endeavour Society, and large Bible-classes, testifies to the 
solid character of the work, notwithstanding the disadvantages of meet
ing in a hired hall. 

" Finding ourselves, through the very success and growth of the work, 
unable to worship longer in the present hall, we are driven of necessity 
to build. 

"We have secured a site in a main thoroughfare, and purpose putting 
up a building capable. of seating about 400, at a cost of £ 900. We 
purpose naming it SPURGEON MEMORIAL HALL. Unless it is possible 
to speedily erect this building, a prosperous and promising work must 
necessarily be hindered. But we faint not, 'the God of Heaven, He 
will prosper us, therefore, we His servants, will arise and build.' 

" Our honoured President has proved a good friend to us from the 
commencement, and writes :-' I am glad to speak a word on behalf of 
the work. Of friends and helpers they have none too many, ai;id they 
need them badly. Who will volunteer to lend a helping hand? I will 
gladly receive contributions towards this good work.' " 

Jfrort ~tssagcs from t~t ~illagts. 
FARINGDON, Berks.-" We have chapels at Kingston Lisle, Little 

Coxwell and Buscot. We have also a cottage meeting at the village of 
Littleworth. A staff of nine local preachers attends to the Sunday 
services, the pastor taking the week-evening services, &c. Our work at 
home and in the villages is largely one of training young people foli the 
large towns. Recently there went from us, of our young people, one 
each week for three successive weeks. It is a great mercy that we have 
been enabled to send out so many as pledged followers of Christ."
Pastor HENRY SMITH. 

LYl\.DHURS'f, Hants.-" In 1892, a Y.P.S.C.E. was formed,, which is. 
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a great help to Christian work in holding cottage meetings, sustainin~ 
the prayer-meetings, &c. The spiritual life of our church is quickened, 
and the congregations improved. The matter we have to regret in this 
village is that our young people go away to towns, and therefore we make 
no headway in our church-membersbip.''-Pastor T. WEBB Sc,ntELL. 

BELVEDERE, Kent.-" The Sunday-school is the most encouraging 
part of our work. With a church-membership of 109, we have a 
school of over 300 scholars. Our accommodation 1s taxed to the 
utmost. Plans are prepared for sorely needed school-rooms. We have 
about £300 in hand against an estimated expense of £600. Our 
chapel is quite full on Sabbath evenings. Our church has also done 
well for the foreign field. Thus we are holding our own, and helping 
to send sorties into the enemy's country. God speed the banner of the 
Cross! "-Pastor A. C. CHAMBERS. 

RuGBY.-The pastor, who has the oversight of six village stations, 
writes:-" When I came here, in September, 1894, there were two 
village stations, which were left pretty much to shift for themselves. 
The villagers have given me a pneumatic bicycle, and I take the hint as 
often as I can. It has been my joy to see souls saved at each place."
Pastor J. YoUNG. 

EvENJOBB, GLADESTRY, AND NEW RADNOR, Herefordshire.-'' I have 
three churches under my charge. I preach at each chapel every 
Sunday once. I have to travel a distance of 21 miles every Sunday, 
and, Wales being so hilly, I am obliged to keep a strong horse,-which 
I would much rather not do on £70 per annum. Yet there is much 
joy in connection with the Lord's work here, the people coming for 
miles to hear the gospel. Often one's cup runs over. I have the 
pleasure of knowing that the gospel is being blessed in each place to 
the salvation of vrecious souls. The people are fond of the old gospel, 
and we are Baptist out and out. During the winter months I preach 
at different farm-houses, sometimes in a barn, during the week."
Pastor G. P. EDWARDS. 

EMSWORTH, Hants.-" God has blessed us at Emsworth with some 
measure of advancement during the past three years. The congregation 
has steadily increased, until every sitting is appropriated, and the present 
accommodation rendered insufficient for aggressive effort. New and 
convenient school buildings have already been erected and paid for, the 
result being a very cheering increase in numbers and efficiency in that 
department. The church-membership has been doubled during the period 
stated. A' Fishermen's Institute,' which we started two years ago, has 
become quite an extensive working-men's movement in the town, number
ing some 70 members, and I conduct a large Bible-class in connection 
with it on Sunday afternoons. Special rooms are rented, and the whole 
cost is met by the members' subscriptions."-Pastor A. G. BARLEY. 

TULLYMET, Perthshire.-" I can scarcely claim to be even a v1llagt 
pastor, for the nearest cluster of houses having any resemblance to a 
village is more than a mile away. Ours is rather a district church,
mostly an agricultural district,-and therefore our members are widely 
?cattered, and my labours accordingly ca.rried on under difficult)es. It 
1s one of the most beautiful districts in the Highlands of Perthshire, and 
during the summer months great numbers of persons from the large 
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~owns of Scotland, and a few from England, spend their holidays 
amongst us. Our congregations then are very good. During other 
months they are much smaller, but yet wonderfully good on Sunday 
e,·enings considering the nature of the district. We have had three 
baptisms during the year just closed, though we only report a net 
increase of one. Of our sixty-nine members many are so far distant that 
they never get to any service in the chapel, some being from ten to 
twenty miles away. My week-day labours during the winter months are 
not confined to Tullymet, occasional visits being made to Aberfeldy, ten 
miles distant; Blair A thole, twelve miles; Straloch, a small isolated place 
among the hills, thirteen miles, and a n_umber of smaller places nearer the 
centre. In all of these the Word of Life is proclaimed, and the Cross 
held up as pointing the only path to Heaven."-Pastor L. S. STEEDMAN. 

KrnBOLTON, Huntingdonshire.-•' The cause was exceedingly low 
in every way when, eight years ago, I was asked to preach as a casual 
supply ; so low, indeed, that there was some thought it would altogether 
collapse. Being asked to take it up for two years with a view to prevent 
this catastrophe and resuscitate it, if possible, I agreed to do so ; and 
although we are only just alive, the old-fashioned gospel bas been 
preached, and is still presented, where a Spurgeonite, probably, has never 
stood before. Our late dear President was exceedingly pleased that the 
old flag had been hoisted on such a tower, and although it bas been 
stated that sometimes churches convert their minister, I stand, if 
possible, more firm than ever on the old foundation of evangelical 
doctrine. I have found. and still find it, a fearful struggle, and my 
Master only knows how I have been able to hold the fort against the 
greatest opposition and bitterest persecution. Most of the members are 
aged, and they die or remove from the district faster than others join. 
God's people have been sustained and succoured, ,chapel property 
enfranchised, the outlying places visited with C. H. S.'s Sermons, a 
wmk commenced among young people, and earnest effort made to 
keep the cause alive during times of great agricultural depression."
Pastor THos. GEo. GATHERC0LE. 

CHEAM, Surrey.-" The Lord is doing a glorious work in the Sunday
school, several scholars having given their hearts to the Lord. During 
the six months that I have been pastor, the congregations have largely 
increased, as also have the collections; and all branches of our work 
are in a flourishing condition. Praise the Lord! ·We have recently 
purchased some ground at the back of the chapel on which we hope at 
once to erect a school "-Student-Pastor W. J. POTTER. 

LEAFIELD, Oxfordshire.-" We have to record the continued goodness 
of God. When our work began here, the two services on the Lord's
day were all that the church-members had to call them together ; and 
!he Sunday-school was closed for lack of workers. Now, by God's 
mercy, the school is re-opened, and we have a Mothers' Meeting, Band 
0f Hope, Young Men's Mutual Improvement Class, week-night services 
and cottage prayer-meetings. During the bright days, out-door 
preaching was carried on, and tracts distributed. The net increase for 
la~t year was eleven, whose names we believe are in the Lamb's Book of 
Life. Two aged ones have' gone home', one being Mr. Robt. Abraham, 
an old friend of our late beloved C. H. S."-Pastor W. SULLIVAN. 
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Qlirc.slJant 3Sapti$t Qtbapcl, filnrrington il.,oall, :ll3rixton, £.~~. 

OUR chapel had only been freed for twelve months from a fourteen 
years' burden of debt, when a terrible fire, from some unknown 

cause, destroyed the building-, and made us homeless. We were hopeiul, 
however, that good might come out of seeming evil, and that we 
should be able to obtain a much-needed, larger, and freehold site. 
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E"ery e~ort in this dir~ction has, however, failed. Consequently, 
ar<:hJtect s plans for rebmlding on the old site were accepted, and a 
bu_1lder's contract for £4,270 duly signed. The architect is sparing no 
pams to make the best of a difficult task. The school-room will 
necessarily be placed, as before, above the chapel. There will be good 
accommodation, however, for the school, though the chapel must be 
somewhat reduced to meet the requirements of the new Building Act. 

The first pastor of "Gresham" was Mr. George Kew, who, after a brief 
but successful ministry of about three years, was called to his reward. 
He was followed by Mr. John T. Swift, by whose exertions the former 
building was erected on the present leasehold site at £50 per annum. 
Tte building was opened with nearly £2,000 debt, but during Mr. 
Swift's ministry, which lasted for twenty-om years, was reduced to 
£150. Mr. Swift's intensely earnest work at" Gresham" was greatly 
blessed by God, but, owing to failing health, he was compelled to
resign in December, 1893. In May, 1894, the writer, F. G. Wheeler, 
became pastor, and in the midst of signs of much blessing, there 
came the great calamity, which laid upon his shoulders and that 
of his people an excessively heavy burden. We have determined,. 
however, upon secun·ng the freehold of the site, which, added to the 
£4,270, makes a total of £5,870, apart from furnishing. 

Towards this large sum, we have received £2,000 from the 
Insurance Company, and about £500 in cash and promises, raised 
chiefly in connection with the stone-laying services. Our people are 
working well, but being chiefly artizans, their power is very limited. 
An earnest appeal is made for help. We are compelled to build, and 
therefore ask for liberal responses from the Lord's stewards. Our 
President, Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, says,-" Who will help this worthy 
cause ? Let sympathy with brethren, in this fiery trial, prompt to
specially liberal assistance," Dr. Spurgeon writes,-" The pastor and 
people are eminently worthy of all the aid that can be given them, and 
I warmly commend their appeal" 

It is expected that the new building will be opened early in July. 
F. G. WHEELER. 

imttstminsta 3Saptist ~baptl, 3!1omntl! !trttt. 

PASTOR G. Davies writes :-I am glad to be able to report 
progress in connection with all departments of our work. Al

though we cannot report a very large increase, we have much reason to• 
thank God and take courage. 

It is just twelve years since the never-to-be-forgo~ten C_. H. Sp~rgeon 
invited me to his home and told me some of the kmd thmgs which the 
people of Westminster had been saying, and asked met? stic~ to "Old 
Romney Street", telling me how grateful he wo~ld be 1f I ~1d so, and 
speaking as though the church were as dear to his heart as his own. 

This may be in part, at least, understood when we remember that he 
saved the fine old building from the auctioneer's block before he sent 
tht late Principal Morris from the College, where he was then a student. 
to be pastor of the church. 
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Although I resolved, when leaving Middlesbrough, to allow nothing 
to interfere with my studies, I could not say " No" to our much-loved 
President's request, and I went, followed by his loving prayer and 
generous sy1:11pathy. 

At that time the chapel was in a wretched condition, and I was 
favoured with fifteen adults as the largest congregation on my first 
Sunday. There was also a heavy debt on the building. By the grace 
of God, the congregation soon grew, and large numbers were brought 
to the Lord. 

The "old, old debt," has gone, and we have since then spent about 
three thousand pounds on improvements. 

During the past year, we have built new schools, and thoroughly 
changed the appearance of our chapel. We have also added seventy 
feet of freehold ground to our passage-way leading to the new schools. 

Our large schoolroom is one of the brightest in the city. Our infants' 
room, the small lecture-room, the deacons' room, and the pastor's 
vestry, are all very comfortable, and have been furnished by our 
own people. 

Important changes are taking place in the neighbourhood, and I am 
hoping for far greater things for the church. 

Jltingsgatt .Strut ))aptist Qtburcb~ •olbom. 
PASTOR, HERBERT THOMAS. 

T HE church here is one of the oldest Baptist churches in London, 
having been founded in 1736 by Dr. Andrew Gitfard, whose 

pastorate extended over 50 years. There has been a succession of 
faithful men to the present day, some of them men of note in the 
denomination. The original chapel was situate in Eagle Street, where 
the lecture hall now stands, in the rear of the present chapel. 

The work of this historic church has of late years been carried on 
under peculiar difficulties ; for, whereas in former times the locality 
was wealthy, and the church one of the richest in London, both finan
cially and spiritually, now the neighbourhood is "the third poorest in 
London." The Daily Mail says of it:-•• Absolutely the worst slum 
in London is to be found within a stone's throw of High Holborn . . . . 
containing twice as many public-houses and thieves' dens as any district 
of like size." 

Notwithstanding these depressing circumstances, the present pastor, 
Mr. Thomas, is able to record that " each year there has been a steady 
increase of membership. The church is to-day full of promise, for God 
is manifestly in the midst." "The church" (writes Mr. Thomas) "is now 
composed entirely of the working classes, who are like their forefathers, 
in that they are splendid workers and supporters, going forward ever in 
all holy service. With a crowded poor population around them, much 
social work has to be undertaken ; not in the place of the ordinary means 
of grace, but supplementary thereto. Her,ce, there are to-day Temper
ance Societies, Mothers' Meetings, Clothing, Tract, and Visitation 
Societies, and last, but by no means least, 'The Poor Children's l\Iission.' 
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This was a much-needed work, and is very promising. Every poor child 
in the district knows Kingsgate Street Chapel; and the majority belong to 
the Mission, and B1·e known by the workers. Every week they have their 
own special gospel sen·ice, when the hall at the rear of the chapel is 
crowded. There is an average attendance of 200 : we could get more 
if we had room. In the winter months, these poor children are helped, 
as they need food and clothing; in the summer, they are taken for a day 
or a week into the country. Many consecrated helpers from far and near 

CHILDREN'S SPECIAL SERVICE NIGHT. 

assist in supporting this work, and much good has been done. Many 
saved from the street are now regular scholars in Sabbath-schools; throu~h 
one of these waifs we have just heard that a well-known gentleman in 
the North, who visited a service in the chapel, was led into the light. 

"I do not know what more I should say unless it be that I am delighted 
to be called 'a Pastors' College man,' and owe more than tongue can tell 
to that Institution for any measure of ministerial success I have had. 
I am happy in my work, and ask your prayers that it may all be to His 
glory, whose I am, and whom I serve." 
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1Sromltl! 3aoall m:abcrnacle, murnt ~sfJ lffill, 1.ce, .SJE. 

IN 1874, it was laid upon the heart of a Baptist gentleman, in view 
of the speedy development of the neighbourhood, to purchase a 

plot of land in Burnt Ash Lane, whereon to erect a place of worship. 
The land was duly secured, a commodious school-chapel was built at 
the rear of it, and speedily opened as a Baptist Chapel. Before the 
formation of the church, which took place in 1876, the work was 
presided over by Rev. G. Simmons (now of Sidcup), and subsequently 
by Rev. Isaac Levinsohn, under whose ministry the work received a 
marked impetus. After a short time, however, he felt called of God to 
devote his life to his Jewish brethren, and his success has amply justified 
his decision. 

After a chequered history and a long interregnum, a proposal ,,as 
made to our late beloved President, in 1886, that he should purchase the 
premises and site, with the result that he came, he saw, and sent the 
present pastor to conquer. This, however, was a somewhat for
midable undertaking, as the membership had dwindled to z8, the 
congregation was bad, and inclined to be worse, and £1,000 had 
to be raised as purchase money. After several weary years of hard 
work, the entire sum, excepting a very small amount, lent free of interest 
by the Baptist Building Fund, was raised; the chapel became incommo
~lious owing to the greatly-increased congregations, the roll of member
ship stood at 130, the church became a hive of busy life, and it was felt 
that something must be done at once to provide needed accommodation. 

After so much begging, a stone structure could not be erected without 
a heavy debt; therefore the pastor conferred with his people and 
requested permission to put up an iron building, pledging himseli to 
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b.-,ar ~h_c entire responsibility of the debt, if any should remain. 
Oppos1t1on arose from a most unexpected quarter, but this only sent the 
work forward with greater zest, for " the people had a mind to work " 
and the scheme was prosecuted with the utmost enthusiasm. ' 

At the end of a few months, an iron building, seating about double 
the number of the former sanctuary, was erected, and opened in July 
1 So6. Since then, the attendance has increased rapidly and th~ 
!::lies.sing of God has rested in a marked manner upon the wo~k. 

J. W. DAVIES. 

JBr. l. ff[anton Smitb's 3aeport. 

I ~ -a-riting my final report as evangelist in connection with the 
Pastors' College, it gives me much joy to look back on the way the 

Lord has led me, and the many tokens of His goodness vouchsafed to 
:::ne during the twenty years of service I have been enabled to render as 
a member of the Society of Evangelists. 

It was in 18i7 I felt called of God to this work. In that year I was 
selected and elected by the ever-remembered Charles Haddon 'Spurgeon, 
to fulfil the office of an evangelist among the churches of our land, 
I have had during that time two colleagues in fellowship and service. 
For a few years, my beloved brother, A. J. Clarke, laboured faithfully 
with me, and for over fifteen years I had the joy of serving in happy fel
lo~hip yoked in the Master's service with Pastor W. Y. Fullerton, who 
still signs himself in his letters to me, " Your loving comrade in arms " 
and so I trust he ever will be, so far as circumstances will allow him to 
join me in service for Christ. The results of our united efforts have 
reached almost every part of the United Kingdom, and beyond, 

In penning this my last Report, I cannot but feel sad at the thought 
of the loss the churches of this country have sustained through Mr. 
Fullerton's accepting a pastorate. I regret to say it has now come to 
my tum to say•• Farewell."* None can do the work of evangelists, living 
as they do at high pressure, if there is a tinge of sadness in their hearts. 
It is impossible for missioners to preach gladness to broken-hearted 
peoi:,le night after night unless they themselves are free from anxieties. 

The loss of our big-hearted President, with his cheering words, ~as 
enough in itself to crush anyone who had long been in close touch with 
him. Then came the falling off of funds, and one by one the evange
lists had to seek fresh fields of service. In several ways, reminders have 

• :'--fr. Smith's reaignation was accepted with regret, and the President w!'s 
requested to write Mr. Smith in the name of the Trustees wishing him God speed m 
i-.;,_ r,ew sphere. 
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come to me of lack of funds to support my work among the churchei. 
This I have taken as a call from God to seek other spheres of labour. 

My final year's work has been full of activity in leading souls to 
Christ. To every mission the Master has set His seal, and there has 
been a great eagerness on the part of the people to hear the Word of 
God : crowds have gathered in every place. During the whole year no 
engagement has been unfulfilled by me, but the work has glided happily 
along. During 1896, I again visited Switzerland, where it was my 
joy to perform the duties of chaplain in residence at the Polytechnic 
Chalet, Seebourg. Our Sunday-evening services were a great success, and 
were open to visitors from Lucerne as well as to those in residence at 
the Chalet. In the cool of the evening, the groun<ls were crowded with 
eager worshippers, who listened to the Word of God with rapt attention. 
The many words of thanks I have received, and the notes testifying that 
the Word had been blessed, have cheered me much, and made my Swiss 
visit among the most memorable of my life. Some who have since 
entered the glory-land gave their dying testimony to the comfort 
derived from these Sunday-evening services at Seebourg; for in Switzer
land there is no such surfeit of gospel preaching as there seems to be 
in many places in England. The meeting held in the grounds of the 
Chalet is the on!}' open-air service permitted in or around Lucerne. 
therefore its attractiveness and the appreciation manifested must have 
been most cheering to its promoters. 

Sioce my last report, I have visited the following places,-Islington, 
Lucerne, Wynne Road Chapel, Brixton; Swansea, Hereford, Hull, 
Sheffield, Woolwich, Cottenham, Todmorden, Ryde, Camden Town, 
Kenyon Chapel, Bri.xton; Long Eaton, and Sowerby Bridge. 

I anticipate next month (D.V.) visiting Switzerland again, to render 
similar service to that of last year; and in October (D.V.) I purpose 
visiting Canada and the United States, to serve the Lord as doors may 
open. I take this opportunity to thank the many generous Christian 
friends who have during the past years supported my work for the 
Master by their prayers and their purses, and I earnestly beg a con
tinued remembrance in their prayers. 

J. MANTON S~UTH. 

T HIS has been rather an eventful and anxious year for me. 
Our late beloved President guaranteed my support for nearly 

fifteen years. After his departure, the Trustet!s continued their 
support to the close of my sixteenth year of this service for the ~faster. 
Then the f;~ilure of funds compelled them to p:ut with Brother Harmer 
and myself. Mrs. Spurgeon then fostered our work for the next twu 
years. Upon the return of i\lr, Harmer to the work of a settled 
pastorate, Mrs. Spurgeon accepted that step as an indication for her tu 
withdraw from the work, and she closed her Ernngelistic Fund, thus 
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throwing me on the churches. The result was that several churches 
lhal had hooked me for the coming season straightway cancelled their 
cnga~ements, as they could not hear all the cost ; so that, instead of 
reccivinf.i more engagements than I could accept, as in all former years 
these invitations have been much less numerous, and I have had mor~ 
leisure than I desired. 

But for the generous support of Mrs, B---, who for many years 
has contributed to my support(" In Loving Memory" of a son who was 
blest under C. H. S.), I could not have continued in the work. 

Nevertheless, where I have been permitted to labour, encouraging 
results have followed. Since last Conference, I have spent my usual 
month among the hop-pickers in Kent, and have preached at Uphill 
Elham, Brentford Mission Hall, Northampton, Swadlincote, Sutton-in: 
Craven, Glusburn, Swindon, and Penge. At some of these missions,
notably at Sutton, Glusburn, and Swindon,-we enjoyed reqiarkable 
tokens of Divine blessing. 

As I pen these lines, I am looking forward to missions at Shepherd's 
Bush Tabernacle, and Park Chapel, Brentford, where such rich results 
followed our mission la.st year-that is, if my health permit; at present 
it is far from satisfactory, frequent violent headaches, from time to time, 
totally incapacitating me for any active work, 

JOHN BURNHAM. 

tgt Mork of tgt I ionttr ~ission. 

! N writing my annual statement for the Report of the, Pastors' 
College, it is a joy to be able to begin by thank11giving to God 

t at many souls have been saved and brought from darkneBB to light 
during this year. Our effort at Govan, Glasgow, started in November, 
1895, has so prospered during the year, that there is a church of 60 
members, and an iron building is being erected. A branch Mission has 
also been started by Pastor Harper and the members of this new 
church ; many conversions have resulted from their open-air work. 
Thcrt: is a gfJod Sabbath-school and Bible-clasH, and alHo a claH ?f 
twenty preparing for local preachers. The hand of Cod in the work IH 

clearly &ten. 
At South Molton, there ha11 been conaiderablc bleaHing during the 

lat.t f,;w rn<.mthi;. Mr. Laws ha11 been uHe<l of God in convcnionK, which 
bavt n,,t been frequent in this country market-town of late ycarH; 
i.cvcr;,J ,,thcrB, who, we doubt not, will e,e lrmg be led into the light, 
ar1; •,1·1·kiJ1g tl,,; lhrd. 

< "'': r,f ,,ur l,ci.t kn,,wn J'a11t<mi' c,,IJ1;gr; mi:n, l'w1t1Jr Jfr;wk ){11HHdl, 
/,;,:. l,y 1;,,d't- 1,)1;~.:,inv, 11,:ufo tl,1; w1,rk :it ~/J:m,n Jlall, Livcrpc)()I (n,,w 
kr,,,wn ;,:. Kirkd:,lc Tabunar;k), a gr1;al ~ur:cc11H. 'l'l:t: churd1 we 
f,,,11,,·rJ when /111;1 we to,,k ,,vcr tlic place iH 111,w 111ipp(J1ting ilH 1,a11lur 
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without our aid. There is a teeming population around this large 
building. Other Pastors' College men who preside over churches, either 
originally started by the Pioneer Mission, or fostered by it until able to 
run alone, arc doing well. 

Pastor Westlake, of Douglas, Isle of Man, is now endeavouring to 
raise money to erect a permanent building. We hope friends will aid 
him, as Douglas needs this church ; for not only is there a resident 
population of at least 20,000, but many thousands visit it during the 
holiday months. 

We have, by God's guidance and blessing, been instrumental in 
starting new churches, or helping very weak and struggling churches, 
to the number of at least twenty-three, in cities, towns and villages 
in different parts of the country. 

We are thankful for this, and believe that our late dear President, who 
helped so generously, and sympathised so fully with us in our earlier 
years, foresaw God's intention to greatly use the Mission. We have 
every indication that the Lord means to use us more extensively. 

We need a larger income to enable us to undertake pioneer work in 
some of the many needy places in London and the provinces. 

We thank . the President and Trustees of the College for their 
sympathy and practical personal help, and beg an interest in the 
prayers of all the friends of the College. 

Yours, in Jesus' service, 
E. A. CARTER 

[Contributions for the " Pioneer Mi5eion " may be addressed to the 
Treasurer, Mr. R. Hayward, "Oreston," 104, Bolingbroke Grove, 
Wandsworth Common, S.W.; or to the Pastors' College, for Mr. 
E. A. Carter.] 
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~tfttn fram onr ~issionaries. 

1Hissiona~ lllorfl in Orissa. 

DEAR Mr. Spurgeon,-! ~ by the circular l~er which you have 
sent out, that you dCS1re to make the Village work a special 

feature in this year's College Repon. Yesterday morning only, I returned 
from one of our itinerating journeys, and thought that a short account 
of that might be of interest to you. As it is only fifteen months since I 
landed in the country, I am not able to do much work in the vernacular• 
hence, what I have to say, concerns what I have seen and heard, and not 
what I have done. 

We in India spend a great deal of our time in village work. Oriua 
is specially a country of villages and hamlets, and of these there are many 
thou.sands withoat any witness for Christ. With the return of the cooler 
weather, in November, we begin oar itinerant work. From that time, we 
make our home in tents, and travel from village to village. Before 
Chri.itmu, with two other miuionariel and three native preachtrs, I 
11pent three weeks in the district. We preached in fifty different 
villages, and in one large market our brethren held the fort for ten hours 
-quite a record open-air meeting. Such a meeting is no child's-play, 
beneath an Indian mn, and mrrounded by thousands of people more 
intent on buying and 1elling than listening to the gospel Sometimes, in 
the evening, when we showed the lantern views, crowds of two or three 
hundred gathered roand us, and we told them the old, old story, 
illustrating it by the picturu. 

Since Christmas, with two of our evangeli.ats, two of us have been on 
a long tour in another directic,n, and visited a number of villages in 
isolated jungle place,. Many of them had not been visited for some 
years ; while we preached in otbers where we were told that no missionary 
had ever been before. It was a real joy to us to be able to make known 
to them the way of salvation. 

Of course, we met with opposition and ridicule, with utter indiffeiei::ce 
and contempt in 60Dle of the villages; while in others we were well 
received, and our message listened to attentively. We met with some 
v.-ho acknowledged the truth of Christianity, and expressed a desire to 
k nov.- more. We are too few for the great work of evangelizing the people 
rJf India. The hot and wet seasons keep us to our station-work for 
abwt eight months out of the twelve, k-aving only four for visiting our 
villagei.; and when I tell you that the villages in our district may be 
numlxred by thousands, you will see that ours is no easy task, and 
that tbe re1prmsibility of ,uch a charge is no slight matt(,-r. . 

The ,n,rk in the btation and the sub-station is not quite so flourishing 
as we should like to see it. In the sub-station, seven miles away, the 
churd1 rJf seventy members is in distress on account of the famine. 
Behide rJur preaching work in the bazaars and market of the town, ~e 
t1ave a Sunday-sd10fJI of about eighty children, and a day-school with 
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between forty and fifty scholars. We have a C.E. doing gorJd work.; 
and, in addition to the two Oriya &ervi,;eiJ every Sunday mr.Jrning and 
afternoon, a service for English-speaking veople every Sunday ev'::ning. 

While at study, trying to master the Oriya language, I am able to do 
a little work. in my mother-tongue. I often have the opportunity (1f a 
chat with students of the College who can speak English, and are 
willing to visit me at my house, and converse on spiritual subjects. 

In our preaching-hall, situated in the centre of the town, we ocr..asion
any give English lectures for these students. Th05e we have given up 
till now have been much appreciated, and each attended by over fifty 
students. We thank God for this " open door " through which we are 
able to reach so many of the educated men of India. 

Our work is not easy, but it is most enjoyable. We are sometimes 
lonely and discouraged ; but it is at those times when we are able to 
realize the truth of the Master's word,;, "Lo, I am with you all the 
days." 

We have not many of " our own men " in India. Why ? There is 
plenty of room for them. Thousands wait to hear the gospel. " Come 
pver and help us." 

With kind regards and greeting, to tutors and students, and yourself, 
and wishing you an much blessing in the coming Conference, 

Believe me, 
Very sincerely yours, 

BEAHAMPVR, F. W. JARRY. 
GAlfJAM, INDIA, 

Feb, ,vh, 1897. 

lleport of tbe Bomba2 Bapttst ~burcb. 
p ASTOR, HERBERT E. BARRELL. 

DEAR Mr. Spurgeon,-1 enclose herewith, as requested, the sta
tistics of our church, for the past year. Therein you will note 

the shifting character of Anglo-Indian churches, inasmuch as for two 
years running our increase and decrease (by transfer and death) have 
been about equat The work of the past year has, however, been 
steady, and, we trust, solid withal. Nothing moves very fast in our 
churches, out here. We are grateful to God for the measure of blessing 
vouchsafed. Congregations up to the close of the year were well main
tained, while our little mission-room at Sal Ruta, opened a little more 
than a year ago, has been well filled each Sunday. One feature aibongst 
our "baptisms" has been the baptism of two who are of the seed of 
Abraham, and are true children of Abraham, being blessed with Abra
ham's faith. Originally they came from Bagdad, and heard of the truth 
in Bombay from a lady work.er connected with our church. Both have 
suffered the bitterest persecution on account of their profession, but 
have borne throughout a sterling testimony to the saving ~race and pow~r 
of the Lord JcsuKChrist. But of 1897, what shall I wnte? Ncverd1d 
a year dawn more darkly than ha.s the present. The plague is raging all 
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around us. It is estimated that, up to the present time, 600,000 people 
have fled the city, and nearly 13,000 have fallen victims to the dread 
disease. Our congregations in a few weeks have decreased from about 
2 50, to a mere handrul. The Byculla district has headed the mortality 
list e,·er since the outbreak of the plague, and people are afraid to come 
into the vicinity. A fortnight ago it struck the Manse, carried off our 
European tenant downstairs, and four natives in the compound, within 
a few days, and then, like a wave, passed on up the road, leaving deso
lation in almost every habitable spot. The Manse being only a few 
yards from the chapel, it is not a matter for surprise that we have been 
affected in congregation so suddenly and disastrously. When confidence 
in the district returns, we shall probably get back to our normal state, 
but no one can form any idea of the state of things in Bombay just now. 
I passed yesterday a large block of buildings, where a few weeks ago some 
200 Europeans were living; there are at present nine only in the build
ing, and this is a sample of what is to be met with everywhere in this 
district, where the plague is working such havoc. On every hand, too, 
around the city famine is rife, and in the villages the dread disease finds 
easy access among those who are already enfeebled by semi-starvation. 
Never has Bombay known such times, and the beginning of 1 897 wil.l 
become historical as the dawn of gloom. Please God, the year which 
has begun so darkly may end more brightly, though, humanly speaking, 
it must be months before the disease can eat itself out ; and with a 
notably weak municipality and a weak commissioner, inexpert in deal
ing with crises such as this, present adoptions for cleansing the city are 
of but little value. In the midst of it all, we look to God ; He reigns, 
not -death nor plague. 

HERBERT E. BARRELL. 

----- -- -------

Wfic 35afiamas })aptift fll,ission. 

M Y work here is two-fold. It is necessary for me to exercise the 
sole pastoral oversight over the central church in Nassau, 

and to superintend the work on the other islands of this group. 
The chapel in Nassau seats 800. I was sent out in November, 1892, 

by the committee of the B.M.S. My peculiar task was to make the 
Nassau Church-and, in fact, the whole Mission on these islands
entirely self-supporting. We have so far prospered th~t we anticipate 
being financially free from the Society by the end of this year. When 
I lan4ed in 1892, I found the church split. The membership, which 
had been 270 before the division, was reduced to less than 70, and a 
rival organization was established, and exi~ts to day. Our membe!s 
have grown from under 70 to 248 in four years, and "the cry is, 'Sull 
they come.''' The congregation also has steadily increased, that on 
Sunday nights being very large. Sinners are being constantly drawn to 
the Cross, the past year having been the most remarkable in that respect. 
The week-night meetings are very well attended, particularly the Monday 
prayer-meeting. In these gatherings for supplication, many have lately 
been "born again''; among the number was a marine from H.M.S, 
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"Magicienne," who is now back in England rejoicing over the new 
treasure he found through a casual visit with some shipmates to our 
chapel. Thank God, we can say ours is "a live church,'' and when 
we consider the enormous difficulties against which we have had to con
tend, we are constrained to say, "Not unto us, not unto us; but unto 
Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake." 

On the <;>ut-islands there are 70 churches under my supervision. 
Twelve native pastors shepherd these flocks, and they are assisted in 
their work by a staff of 90 Evangelists. The aggregate membership of 
these churches (not including that at Nassau) is a little over 3,200, and 
it is scattered over 19 islands. The furthest island-Inagua-is 380 

miles away! I spend about three months of each year in visiting these 
out-stations, and in doing so I travel from r,200 to 1,500 miles per 
annum,-mostly by sea. It takes about three years to make my way to 
all the churches. The islands are reached in small sailing vessels, 
which generally prefer freight to passengers. When I go on these trips, 
I put myself under the care of my people, dwelling in their houses, and 
eating whatever food they are able to provide. My work there consists 
in appointing pastors where there are vacancies, settling any church 
troubles that the native pastor feels unable to compose, and in preach
ing the gospel of the grace of God. Though my visits are necessarily 
hurried, I often find that their influence is felt in the turning of sinners 
to God. Last year witnessed some glorious scenes of revival. At one 
place I was able to stay three days. On the second day two hardened 
men, well on in life, were smitten with awful conviction of sin in the 
middle 6f the service; and the following night the crowd of troubled 
enquirers could not be dealt with in the chapel, but had to be taken to 
their homes. • There was very little sleep throughout the settlement that 
night. In most houses, praying and singing and groaning and exhortations 
lasted till daylight. Such experiences make hard work easy, and compel 
one !O sing, "Hallelujah for the Cross ! '' 

NASSAU, NEW PROVIDENCE, 

December 3ut, 1896. 

C. A. DANN. 
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SoussE, TUNISIA, N. AFRICA, 
February 9tl1, 1897. 

DEAR President,--These are the figures of the SoussE MEDICAL 
M1ssION for 1896. Visits of patients, 4,001 ; of this number 

2,937 were from neu1 patients. Nearly all were bigoted Moslems, wh~ 
heard the Gospel from us for the .first time in their lives; most of them 
very wild and dirty-looking people, for soap and water are scarce things 
,,:ithin their homes. Yet are they our brothers and sisters, for whom 
Christ died ; for God so loved the world, that we offer eternal life to 
every one of them who repents and unfeignedly believes the Gospel. 
I feel deeply grateful to you who have sustained me throughout the 
year ; without your help, the work could not have been undertaken, no 
other Society attempting to labour in this hard field. 

A remarkable fact is that the people themselves have contributed, on 
an average, about £8 a month in fees, thus paying half the total 
working expenses, apart from my salary. They have travelled long 
distances, too, some being many weary days on the road, and they have 
carried away healing for their bodies, and the Gospel which, if but 
applied, will infallibly heal their sin-sick souls. 

If they do not at once abandon their faith in Mohammed, they at least 
get a new view of Jesus, and, seeing our good works, glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. 

I respectfully congratulate you in sharing this good work, of which I 
doubt not the Lord will say, " Inasmuch as ye did it . . . . ye did it 
unto Me.'' 

As I write, clouds of opposition, which threaten the extinction of 
all Mission-work in this country, hang darkly over us; but mean
while let us work on, knowing that the Sun of Righteousness shines 
above all clouds, and that both for us and others " the night cometh 
when no man can work." 

Gratefully yours, 
T. G. CHURCHER. 

!Riston '.Ellangtlica, Qr angier, ,fflorocco. 

D EAR President,-In our last Report we spoke of having pur
chased a building site, and I now send you a photograph of a 

small iron church we have erected on it during the past twelve months. 
We have put a thatch over the iron roof to keep the building cool in 
summer and warm in winter. We still need school premises, &c.; but 
feel that for the present the question of building must be postponed. 

Four months of the past year were spent by me in deputation work in 
England 

Our Spanish meetings have been smaller than at any time in the past 
two years. Some of our most reliable people have left Tangier for 
Gibraltar, where enormous Government works are in progress. The 
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continually increasing poverty of our Spaniards is distressing. Since the 
cholera epidemic in the autumn of r 895, a spiritual deadness seems to 
have settled clown upon these poor Romanists. We hear that such 
seasons of. barrenness are common in Spanish evangelistic work, but 
they are none the less trying to workers. 

We have, however, not been without tokens of the blessing of God, 
for fourteen Spanish converts have put on Christ by baptism, an<l the 
converts have greatly encouraged us by their fidelity. Some of the men 
have built a baptistery, I paying for the materials, and they giving their 
work night by night. Several who have been led to the Saviour during 
the year are now recei\ing instruction prior to baptism. 

Our Spanish day-school has prospered. The average attendance has 
increased from 40 to 60. We cannot do with more than this number, 
and our idea is not to run a large school; but we have been obliged to 
provide an education for the children of Protestant parents. A small 
weekly cbarge is marle, and we are much pleased with the progress made 
by the children. 

Miss Brown, of the North Africa Mission, has been a helpful 
co-worker amongst the Spaniards, and Dr. Terry and Dr. (Miss) Breeze 
have greatly assisted us by attending the sick. 

Sefior Moises Benoliel, who works under my supervision, has done 
good service amongst the Jews. Three of the summer months were 
devoted to intinerating work in the city of Tetuan. 

Our English congregations have been large, and we have received 
many proofs that this work has been used of God. 

After much prayerful consideration, we felt it right last autumn to 
inform the Council of the North Africa Mission that we hoped, on 
account of the shortness of their funds, it would not be necessary for 
us to receive any more money for the carrying on of our work from the 
general fund of the Society, but we trusted a sufficient amount would 
be given in special donations to meet our expenses. On taking this step, 
we felt it essential to dispense with the services of our faithful helpers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Barnard. These radical changes in our work have made 
the strain upon me more intense, but with gladness of heart we thank 
God for a year of good health and happy service. 

We are greatly helped in our work by receiving regular supplies for 
our personal support from the Pastors' College Missionary Association, 
and we pray that the Divine blessing may rest upon all its subscribers. 

Yours faithfully, 
N. H. PATRICK. 

Jionccr •ark in i;!ustralia. 

M Y dear Pastor-President,-Yo:ir welcome circular letter duly 
reached me. These links with the College are highly valued 

by those of us who are far afield. 
As the work of Vil/age Pastors is to be the special feature of the 

Report this time, my work comes under that head, except that in these 
colonies people never spe'lk of '' villages", but of small towns as 
" townships.'' 
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Corning to Victoria from Tasmania in 1894, the first work offered me 
was here under the Home Miss!onary Society in January, 1895. The 
church had dwindled down to eight members, all the out-stations had 
been gi,·en up for some years, and a Sunday-afternoon service was 
supplied_ ?Y "locals'' from_ the Warrnambool church, ten miles away, 
their mm1ster . usually coming once a month. The congregation I 
com?"'enced ":ah amo~r.ted to _about 20 at the most, and the chapel 
was m ~ very m~onvement pos1t1~11, a mile away from the-town people. 

Makmg Koro1t the centre, I tned first of all to revive some of the 
old out-stations, as well as starting a new work at Port Fairy, twelve 
miles from Koroit. This involved 40 miles on horseback, as well as 
three services, every Surday, After some months of reconnoitring, 
two stations, one nine miles east, and the other nine miles west of 
Koroit, were taken ur,, and we have worked these since the winter of 
1895 .... At Rosebrook, in the east, one hearty Baptist family 
formed the nucleus of the work, and commencing with a Sunday
evening congregation of 25, we now have an average of 45 or 50, and 
at my mid-week Bible-reading the average attendance is over 40, ancl 
has kept up now for more than a year. We have had several brought 
to the Lord, too, as well as an elderly brother and a young sister who 
ha,·e followed the Lord in baptism. The night of the baptism at 
Koroit, 2 5 of these Rosebrook friends drove over to witness the cere
mony. At present, an Evangelistic Mission is being conducted at this 
station, and two have already decided for the Lord. Hallelujah! 

At Grasmere were some Presbyterians, who did not regard us with 
much favour; but as the work was commenced 2 5 years ago by Baptists 
and " Brethren ", and there were several of our "persuasion" living in 
the district, we decided to cast anchor, and let down our nets. The 
chapel is undenominational, unfortunately for some things, especially as 
here the Trustees are rigid Presbyterians. They made it a rule, just 
as we entered the place, that none but "ordained" ministers should 
conduct a service in this unconsecrated chapel. Though no hands 
have been on my head, I managed to get in, and started work.. The 
congregations have been good,-70 and 80 people us~ally ~athenn~ on 
Sunday evenings, and about 30 or 50 to the week-evenmg B1ble-readmg. 
But while the people have been interested, and the Lord's people have 
been blessed, we have not had the conversion work here as at Rose
brook. For that we are praying and believing . . . . . , • _. 

While we were opening up these two out-stations, the work a~ Kor01t 
suffered very much indeed. Therefore we felt we must get_ mto t~e 
town, and thought first of carting the old chapel down the hill, but its 
joints were too weak, and it might have suffered a collapse_en _route. 
Finally, we decided to sell the chapel and ground. Then a site m the 
centre of the town was bought, a new building erected costing about 
£ 300, and in October last it ~as opened, and wo_rk was commenced. 
The third Sunday after entenng, we had a baptism, a second soon 
followed. and another candidate is enquiring the way. Though the 
work in .K.oroit itself is practically new, there are signs of inc_reased 
interest, and larger congregations by a Ion~ w~y ga_th~r, especially at 
the evening sen·ice. We commence a fortnights m1ss10n next week, 
and expect large results. 
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Our new building, though only seating 150, is very neat and com
fortable, and meets present requirements. The old chapel now has 
written across its front, "Lepes' Shoeing Forge", and strange fires burn 
beneath its roof. God grant that the fire of the Holy Spirit may burn 
in our new building and in all the churches of the Pastors' College 
Brotherhood! Amen. 

You may be sure we are keeping to the gospel of the Cross ; there 
is none other worth preaching. As I cycle my 36 miles of road-metal 
on Sunday, and preach thrice-to different congregations,-! want ever 
to carry with me the banner of Calvary, and uplift it in the power o! 
Pentecost. 

To all the brethren greeting, 
From yours fraternally, 

Koroit, Victoria, H. D. ARCHER . 
.February 17th, 1897. 

The President has received cheering communications from the 
following brethren, and heartily thanks all the correspondents, and 
wishes them still greater success in the work of the Lord :-

F. Dann, C. H. Emerson, Jesse Gibson, J. G. Gibson, R. Hughes, 
W. D. McKinney, W. L. Mayo, J. E. Moyle, Mark Noble, W. A. 
Perrins, Albert Read, G. H. Trapp, and R. Yeatman (of the United 
States); F. W. Auvache, S. A. Dyke, R. Lennie, and C. W. Townsend 
(of Canada); J. M. G. dos Santos (of Rio de Janeiro); H. Clark, A. J. 
Clarke, J. R. Cooper, S. Fairey, J. A. Soper, and W. Whale (of 
Australia); G. D. Cox (of New Zealand); Harry Wood (of Tasmania); 
W. J. Juniper (of Rangoon); D. L. Donald (of Chittagong, India); 
and D. H. Hay (of East London, S. Africa). 
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----

STATISTICS 
----

INCREASE, 

I - ' I ~ "'~ ~ 
I ~ ~ ~ . e ~..,"' 

Return i'o..c ~..c: I.I ig ,; 
l.) 0 ~Ul -~ fo, i ~] ~ h!! ~ g-; ~ o-5 ~~ 

the }rear. IXI o. ~ e ~ i:,:·;:i 
:::~ N.,. ~ >.'iiii:r..: l>-o-"' £-i] z E IXI IXI ~..:u I>, 

IXI ---

1865 71 1,224 224 367 47 1,862 
1866 IOI 1,774 218 544 51 2,587 
1867 121 2,098 208 593 67 2,966 
1868 140 2,175 186 529 43 2,933 
1869 150 1,958 244 670 92 2,964 
1870 157 2,032 236 602 73 2,943 
1871 169 1,768 299 648 72 2,787 
1872 172 2,053 222 741 98 3,114 
1873 197 2,633 334 899 150 4,016 
1874 230 3,173 358 1,134 109 4,774 
1875 237 4,284 317 1,242 208 6,051 
1876 264 3,752 456 1,322 148 5,678 
1877 283 3,655 479 1,456 193 5,783 
1878 296 3,6oo 557 1,655 142 5,954 
1879 3°5 3,479 701 1,631 121 5,932 
1880 i 33° 3,95° 699 1,723 156 6,528 
1881 

I 
363 4,642 838 2,196 232 7,908 

1882 387 5,000 935 2,014 203 8,152 

I 
1883 387 5,008 1,o65 2,046 191 8,310 

I 

1884 I 397 5,338 880 2,126 257 8,6o1 
1885 398 5,522 1,020 2,338 305 9,185 

I 1886 
I 4,852 968 2,451 236 8,507 

! 
I 421 
I 

! 
1887 381 5,014 1,022 2,258 299 8,693 
1888 391 4,180 1,029 2,121 200 7,53° 

I 
1889 385 4,880 1,125 2,197 308 8,510 

I 1890 414 3,991 1,382 2,368 206 7,947 

I 1891 406 4,000 1,153 2,238 192 7,583 
I 1892 413 4,493 1,255 2,647 168 8,563 

I 
1893 402 4,532 869 2,341 216 7,959 

I 

1894 419 4,933 1,358 2,322 225 8,838 

1895 426* 4,297 974 2,541 172 7,984 
1896 427 4,672 975 2,61 I 271 8,-529 

I 

I I 
206,867 TOTAL 122,794 23,723 54,7IO 5,640 

I 

* The discrepancy between the figures for 1895 in this year's ReJ?ort 2:nd 
that of 1896, is due to the addition of r I returns received too late for msert1on 
last year. 
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OF THE CHURCHES. 

DECREASE, 

' g ~ o,; .,,i: ~• ll~· II .; '"o-= ci. 

1. "'k ~ -· CL~R -k•A~ ~ .... Cl u1 >,;Iii :,sz-c, r! ~ c,t ~ tj ~ ~ _ A.~-9 ~:I L:: a o... O~..o::,
0
:" 

A ~-i1! 0 d "il ~Ji; 1 E--<~ INCRmE, E--<;gd'jj 
1----->----- ;---r!l __ ~_iQ __ ..:_I __ A __ ,----- __ z_::;i_r.._ 

I 
89 67 100 

133 
138 
158 
202 
234 
295 
255 
337 
368 
426 
446 
447 
487 
487 
500 
636 
654 
699 
738 
748 
829 
708 
674 
742 
726 
728 
735 
762 
838 
741 
795 

195 
309 
347 
364 
433 
460 
495 
580 
731 
813 
886 
943 

1,121 
1,097 
1,279 
1,386 
1,6o8 
1,650 
1,871 
1,788 
2,II3 
2,167 
1,747 
2,019 
1,940 
2,045 
1,886 
1,998 
1,899 
2,356 
2,481 
2,440 

168 IJI 
93 150 
92 257 
79 404 
84 5II 
94 417 
95 416 
88 455 

134 486 
I 19 534 
172 902 
146 921 
II4 1,095 
159 1,402 
156 1,354 
225 1,270 
200 1,670 
153 1,769 
174 1,959 
402 2,046 
246 1,964 
308 1,890 
245 1,871 
174 1,783 
124 1,897 
117 2,069 
127 1,729 
118 1,926 
159 2,776 
223 2,009 
163 1,714 

5,160 41,818 

451 
721 
728 

i 871 
1,118 
1,289 
1,301 
1,346 
1,6JI 
1,801 
1,965 
2,463 
2,635 
2,793 
3,327 
3,496 
3,739 
4,174 
4,492 
4,659 
5,3°9 
5,206 
4,653 
4,809 
4,639 
4,792 
4,800 
4,589 
4,705 
6,129 
5,453 
5,112 

109,733 

1,411 
1,866 
2,238 
2,o62 
1,846 
1,654 
1,486 
1,768 
2,405 
2,973 
4,086 
3,215 
3,148 
3,161 
2,6o5 
3,032 
4,169 
3,978 
3,818 
3,942 
3,876 
3,301 
4,040 
2,721 
3,871 
3,155 
2,783 
3,974 
3,253 
2,769 
2,531 
3,4 1 7 

97,134 

7,359 
10,222 
12,502 
14,716 
15,784 
17,536 
18,640 
19,925 
24,435 
29,746 
32,263 
35,812 
39,121 
39,951 
42,324 
46,185 
53,660 
56,264 
59,524 
62,478 
67,334 
71,266 
63,419 
61,010 
66,851 
74,808 
63,21 I 
65,540 
66,205 
75,067 
74,847 

76,860 

427 Churches furnish returns for 1896: of these, 304 show an average increase of 
13 members per church; 86 an average decrease of 6 members per church ; 37 show 
the same numbers as in previous return; thus giving an average INCREASE OF 
8 MEMBERS PER CHURCH, 



To Weekly Offerings 
" Donflt.ions ... 
, , Legn.rjfl1:1 ... 
,, Collect.ions by Pl\!-'ltor.-1 
., Interest 

Blllance in hand, January let, 1896 

RECEil'TS. 

J. A. SPURGEON, T'reaaur.,., 
E. H. BARTLETT, Secretary. 

PABTORB' OOLLEGE. 
Account for the Year 1896, 

£ •• d. 
1,000 0 0 
2,103 13 6 

181 19 2 
202 19 10 

19 14 6 

PAYMENTS. 

By Balariee and Lecturers' Fece ... .. . 
., Board, Lodging, a.nd Medlcal Attendance ... 

:: ~i;~ting, Olli~E;- Expene~~·e.nd Bta.;;ps 
., Book•grante to Btndente . .. ... ... 
,. Preaohihg Btatione, Home :Miesione and New Chapels 
,. Annue.l Conference and Supper ... . . . .. • 
., Furniture and l!'ittings 

3,678 6 11 
1,6B4 2 9 \ Be.lance in hand, December 81st, 1896 

£6,262 9 8 

£ •· d. 
1,240 11 10 
1,739 11 1() 

27 18 n 
15a 2 9 
117 6 8 
205 7 2 
462 4 0 

5 7 9 

a,941 10 s 
1,320 19 3 
----

£5,262 9 8 

Audited and approved, Febroary 8th4~·. WATERS, I Audilor,. 

I!. R. PEARCE, 

PASTORS' COLLEGE SOCIETY OF EV ANGELIBTS. 

RECEIPTS . 

To Donations ... .. 
., Contributions from Churehee visited 
,, Legacy 

Balance in hand, January 1st, 1896 

J . .A. SPURGEON, Tr,a.wrer. 
E. H. BARTLETT, Secretary. 

Acr:ountfor tM Year 1896, 

£ •· d. 
62 6 0 

120 18 0 
25 0 0 

By Bala.ry ... 
., Travelling Expensee 
,, Printing and Poetage ... 

PAYMENTS. 

198 4 0 
~~ I Be.lance in hand, December 31st, 1896 

£366 2 10 

£ •· d. 
286 1 6 
60 0 0 
0 6 0 

318 7 6 
48 15 4 

£366 2 10 

.Audited and approved, February 8th, 1897. j ~-~BP~~~• } .A.udilil'r,. 

~ 
a, 
i,:) 



PASTORS' COLLEGE MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

To Donations ... 

Account Jo,· the Year 1896. 

£ •· d. 
125 3 3 
95 0 0 

l'AYMENTS. 

By Salaries of Dr. Cburcher e.nd of Mr. Pa.trick 
,. Travelling Expenses ... 

£ s. d. 

,, Legacies . . . _ 
,. Contribution from Mr. Dunn·• Men·• Bible Cla.ss for Mr. 

20 0 0 
86 14 2 

., Printing, Collecting Boxea, etc. 
,. Mr. Wigstone (Spanish Mission) 

340 0 0 
12 0 0 
8 15 10 

20 0 0 Wigstone (Spanish Mi•sion) 
,. Proceeds of Collecting Boxes 

Balance in hand, January 1st, 1896 ... 

J. A. SPURGEON, 1reaBllrer. 
E. H. BARTLETT, Secretary. 

326 17 5 
~~ I Bflie.nce in hand, December 31st, 1896 

£468 6 8 

38,) 15 10 
87 10 10 

£468 6 8 

Audited e.nd approved, February 8th, 1897. 

CHAS. WATERS, l.dudit<>rs. 
B. R. PEARCE, f 

LOAN BUILDING AND RESERVE FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

To Balance in hand, January 1st, 1896 
,, Repayments of Loans 

Loans outstanding, Decernber 31st, 1896 
Ca,h Be.le.nee in hand 

Tote.I of Fund 

T. H. OLNEY, Treasurer. 
E. H. DARTLETT, Secretar.,, 

Accountfo,· the Year 1896. 

£ s. d. 
1,389 13 8 

928 17 11 

£2,318 11 7 

£ s. d. 
4,099 12 9 
1,018 11 7 
-----

~~ 

By Loans to Churches :-
South London Tabernacle 
Waltham Cross 
Catford Hill ... 
Waltham Cross, No. 2 

PAYMENTS. 

Be.lance in hand, December 31st, 1896 

£ s. d. 
500 0 0 
200 0 0 
500 0 0 
100 0 O 

1,300 0 0 
1,018 11 7 
-----

£2•318 11 7 

Audited and o.pproved, February 8th 1897. j CHAS. WATERS, I ., u· , 8. R. PEARCE, .all ito-rs. 

c.:, 
0-:, 
.;_<, 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS. 

DURING the past forty-one years, nine hundred and fifty-nine men, 
exclusive of those at present studying with us, have been received 
into the College, "of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 

but some (one hundred and twelve) are fallen asleep." Making all de
ductions, there are now in the work of the Lord, in some department or other 
of useful service, about seven hundred and forty-nine brethren. Of these, 
six hundred and sixty are in our own denomination as Pastors, Missionaries, 
and Evangelists. They may be thus summarized :-

Number of brethren who have been educated in the College 959 
now in our ranks as Pastor~, Missionaries, and Evangelists 660 
without Pastorates, but regularly engaged in the work of the Lord 44 
not now engaged in the work, but useful in secular callings 32 
Educated for other denominations 3 
Dead-(Pastors, 102 ; Students, rn) l 12 

Permanently Invalided 14 
Names removed from the College List for various reasons 94 

To this " summary " the late beloved President in one of the Reports 
appended the following note :-" The last were not removed from our list in 
all cases from causes which imply any dishonour, for many of them are doing 
good service to the common Lord under some other banner. We are sorry 
for their leaving us, and surprised that they should change their views ; but 
this also is one of those mysteries of human life which are beyond our 
control.·• We ought to add, that for years past we have lost all traces of 
many of those referred to, and have reason to believe that several of them 

are dead. 



THE 

jhrnrh anh tYt irnhuL 
JULY, 1897. 

" @ht ~utstion @ah" at " ~n!csftuood.'' 
C. H. SPURGEON'S IMPROMPTU 1\.....,.SWERS TO STUDENTS' QuESTIONS. 

( Continu&1l from page 25G.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-b it right, in n _,first pastorate, to 
compel <leacons or elders to resign because of their. nnjitnes.s for 
tlie qtfice? 

MR. SPURGEON's ANSWER.- First, I woulLl not ~chis0 
you to try to compel them to resign, be.cttll60 the.y will ~,>c 

do s.o. Then, next, I should ask,-" ,Vhat constitutes unfitness fur 
:?t 
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the offire ? " A deacon might be in bed for a year, and yet be fitted 
for his offiee, but an elder could not. I do not think thnt you and I 
brethren, must set ours<>h-es up as judges of the officers' fitness, and 
I should c-ertainly not recommend you to resort to compulsion in order 
t-0 get rid of them. 'l'he Scripture bids us, " Compel them to como 
in." but I am not aware of any passage thll.t would authorizo us to 
compel there t-0 go out. If a man is not fit for the office that he 
holds, the first thing is to try to make him fit, or to ask the Lord to 
do so, and the next thing is to let the people see his unfitness, and to 
deal with him in the best way you can when the opportunity arises, 
You cannot make deacons of seventy or eighty years of age act like 
young men of eighteen or nineteen; but, if you treat them with 
courtesy, and go on your way with prudence and discretion, you will 
find that method much better than falling out with them. 

In my early days in London, I had one very dear and worthy man 
who was a deacon with me; nnd when I ,vent to preach in Exeter 
Hall and the Surrey Music Hall, he said to me, "I am an old man, 
and I cannot possibly go at the rate you young people are going; but 
I don't want to hang on, and be a drag to you, so I will quietly 
withdraw, and go and see how I can get on with Mr. Brock." I 
think that was the kindest thing that the good man could have done, 
and that it was probably the best course for himself as well as for us. 
I went over to see him, some time afterwards, and he asked me to 
take my two boys that he might give them his blessing. He said to 
me, " Did I not do the very best thing I could have done by getting 
out of the way, and not remaining to hinder the work? I always 
read your Sermons, and I always send in my subscriptions." Dear 
good man, he died the next day. If I had asked him to go, perhaps 
he might not have gone; but as it was, we remained the best of 
friends. 

Brethren. there is a tendency for us to believe that people must be 
very bad if they do not like us. That is very natural ; and if you 
were some perfect spiritual being, it might be quite true. It is always 
much more wonderful to me that so many should like me than that 
some should not. One point that you must take into consideration is 
that, very often, a deacon cannot go from the place, while you can. His 
business t:es him to Little Pedlington, but you are free to go to 
Slocum-in-the-Marsh. ,Vhere there are two men, one of whom can 
move, and the other cannot, I think I should let the man go who can 
move, and let the other one keep his place. ,vheu the man's great 
0ffence is that he does not like you, that is a very small matter, and 
you must put up with it with the best grace you can. Some of our 
troublers are very like mosquitoes; if one comes to attack you, let 
him suck to his hea1t's content,-another one might be even more 
hungry than he is. 

Q.-81,,ould deacona be chosen for a fixed term, or permanently, aa are tl1e 
pastors l' 

A.-,ve must go by Scripture in everything. Is there anything_in 
the Seri ptures to authorize an annual election of deacons, 01· a trienmal 
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election of deacons? I trow not. I think such methods tend to 
keep the church perpetually in hot wntor. At the same time, if the 
chnrch to which you go has a rule to the effect that the election must 
take place every three years, it might only cause trouble and division 
if you were to attempt to nlter it. I sny again, that the safe rule for 
us is always to go by the Scriptures. 

• * * • 
Q.-Should a person be rxcluded from church-fellowship because he sup-

11orts horse-rncing, theatre8, de. ? 

.A.-Yos, if you can manage it; I think we should not have in our 
churches any persons who are addicted to horse-racing, betting, 
gambling, or attending theatres. Last Monday night, a young man, 
whose case is rather 11,.culiar, came to see me about joining the 
church. He plays a fiddle every night in a certain theatre in London; 
that is the only thing he can do for a living, and he has a mother 
wholly dependent upon him. I said to him, "Has anybody spoken 
to you about giving up your situation? " He replied, 11 ~ o, sir; but 
I feel that I cannot go on in it. I teach in the Ragged-school on 
Sunday evenings, and it does not seem to me consistent with the 
position I hold on week-nights, when I have to mix up with a drinking, 
swearing, immoral company." The man does not know any trade ; 
all he can do is to play the violin. So I said to him, " Everything 
depends upon the amount of faith that you have in God. If I saw 
a man who was confident that he could leap a great chasm, and land 
safely on the other side, I might not try to prevent him from jumping ; 
but it would be quite a different matter for me to urge a man to do 
more than he has the faith to do. This might even discourage him 
from attempting what he could do. I know how you should act, and 
I know what would be the course that would be taken by a man who 
had firm faith in God's leading. What is your next step to be ? If 
you have faith in God, He will care for you; but how He will do it, I 
cannot tell you. You have to obey Him first." I have felt that young 
man's case lying very heavily on my heart ; but I certainly shall not 
!ake him into the church while he is fiddling at the theatre. 

• • • • 
Q.-Is it rigltt to apply tl1e title "Rev." to a Baptist 111inisfrr '.! 

A.-It depends upon who he is. If he is a very small mite of a 
man that no one would see except with a microscope, call lii,n 
"Rev." If he is anybody that is anybody, you need not. 

* • • ~ 

Q.-Is it aivisablo to !tare praydr-mel'tings after 81'8ry Sr(llclay a·eni11g 
&drvicc? 

A.-Perhnps not; but it is better not to ha.ve a fixed rule for 
anything where the Spirit of God is concerned, but alwnys to do as He 
directs 11.t the moment. Be rogula.rly irregular if the Spirit so moves 
you ; but have prayor-moetings as oftttn ns possible. 

( To b, contin11td.) 



~rs. ~- j. jpurgcon'n 'oolorft-room. 
'' God 1·s abl-1• to make all ,qrace abound to,card ,f/Olt ,- that ye, al1caya 

liari11,q all sr1/firir11ry i,1 all things, 11u1v abou11d to every good work."-. 
2 Cor. ix .. 8. 

''

~HAT treasure-trove is here for poverty-stricken souls! l:f our 
faith were but strong and eager enough to gather up the 

riches stored in this chest of blessing, what millionaires in o-rnce we 
might become'. "But the chest is fast locked," you sny, "

0

how can 
we grasp what we cannot see?" True, yet faith is the key which not 
only unlocks these treasures, but gives us the right to claim them as 
our own, and use them to the constant enrichment of our daily life. 

I do not know how it is with you, my dear renders, but when I look 
upon such an exhibition of Divine possibilities as is contained in this 
and similar portions of God's Word, I wonder, with a sore amazement, 
at my own spiritual condition, which, far too often, is reduced to one 
of indigence and distress. The grand assurance, here given by the 
apostle, of our God's ability to supply all our need, is no new thing 
to ns. We know that He " is able to make all grace abound toward 
us," we fully recognize the blessedness of "always having all suffi
ciency in all things," we desire intensely to "abound to every good 
work," but few of us have joyfully entered upon this inheritance. 
We ha,e not yet taken possession of the land ; we may have cut a 
cluster or two of its fruit, and eaten a mouthful or so of its honey, 
but our faith has not yet dared to claim the fulfilment of that 
wonderful promise, " Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, that have I given unto you." 

0 come, all ye longing souls, come, poor doubting reader, come, 
weak and trembling writer, gird up the loins of your mind, and let 
your faith march boldly into this promised land, newer again to leave 
it, till it is exchanged for the Heavenly Canaan! Think for o. moment 
how wealthy we should be, could we but tl?-us believe in Olli' God. 
What could we not be, and do, and suffer, if all grace abounded 
toward us? With what persistency and impressiveness does the apostle 
repeat the -word "all "-that little word with so vast a meaning! 
Can we imagine the bliss of possessing ALL GRACE-ALWAYS (or, 
ALL WAYS), and having .ALL SUFFICIENCY-in .ALL THINGS? I lay down 
my pen for a moment to thank God for these riches of grace in Christ 
Jesus my Lord, and I take it up again with this thought in my 
heart,-

" What more can He ee.y, the.n to you He he.th ea.id, 
You, who unto J eeus for refuge he.ve fled P" 

There is another sense in which the words of this text may come 
home to us. The apostle Paul, in previous verses, had been stirring 
up the Christians in Corinth to liberality of Rpirit, and zeal in 
ministering to the saints. It is noteworthy that he brings abounding 
grace and generous giving into such close connection, linking thew 
together as <:ause and effect, even as the plentiful sowing of the seed 
emures a bounteous harvest. He says, in effect, " Your God is so 
immensely rich, and so anxious to enrich you, not with grace alone, 
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but with gifts of 'all things', that the more you give, the more you 
will have ; ond if you ~urpose in your heart to be bountiful, giving 
.lovo, money, help, nnd kmdness, to all around ,vou, God, who 'loveth 
a choerful givor,' will see to it that you have tho means of carrying 
out your do1:1ire, for you shall have ' all sufficiency ' of 'all things' that 
you ' may abound to every good work.' " 

I think this is a very grave and important view of the text, for, may 
it not be that we who complain of being "straitened", are im
poverished for this Vflry reason, that we have lacked zeal in enriching 
others? Perhaps we have forgotten that, "The worldling prospers by 
laying up, the Christian by laying out." Belov<ed, if in this" our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.'' 
Let us seek earnestly from Him the power to "abound in this 
.grace also." 

"God is able," dear friends, and He is as willing as He is able, "to 
make all grace abound toward you." There is no need for any child of 
·His to be destitute, or distressed, either in spiritual or temporal matters. 
Does this assertion startle you? Yet God's Word bears it out; and 
the fact that there are so many half-starved Christians, poor in faith, 
penniless in comfort, leading unlovely and joyless li.-es, does not alter 
it in the least. Hart speaks of some in his day who were " rich of 
mercy, poor of grace ; " may the dear Lord deliver us from dishonour
ing and grieving Him by falling into such a terrible condition ! " He 
is able ! " Say it over and over to yourselves till you learn its blessed 
.music; it will encourage your souls against every sort of despair. 
You are very sinful ;-yes, but, " He is able to save to the uttermost.'' 
You are weakest of the weak ;-true, but, "He is able to keep you 
from falling.'' You are subject to fierce temptations ;-but, "He is able 
to succour them that are tempted.'' You tremble lest you should not 
endure to the end ;-ah! but, "He is able to present you faultless 
before the presence of His glory, with exceeding joy.'' Is not this 
enough ? Listen, .dear soul, the Master Himself says to thee, " Believe 
ye that I am able to do this? " See to it that thy heart answers, ·' Yea, 
Lord," and then His sweet response will be, "According to your faith, 
be it unto you." 

Dear Mr. Spurgeon used to say, " Never let one duty be stained with 
the blood of another.'' I fear there has been much offence and blame 
in this direction lately. Loyalty to the Queen is an excellent thing; 
but faithful service and self-sacrificing devotion to the King of kings, 
must be of greater importance and vnlue. What immense sums of 
money hnve been squandered in securing seats to Yiew the Jubilee 
procession! What fabulous expenses hove been cheerfully incurred 
to ensure gaiety and pleasure in some form or other during the season 
of festivity! And for this, God's cause !ms s1ejj'11red sorely! Apparently, 
much of the money which should pass into the King's treasuries, has 
been absorbed by the exacting needs of fashion and display, for, on all 
hands, one hears of a serious falling off in the receipts of charitable 
.ancl religious societies. While, in some cases, tens of thousands of 
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pounds w{'re willingly gi'l"en to pr°'·ide n single menl fo1· the poor, tho~e 
Institutions which minister more directly to the ~pirituol wnnts of the 
rommunity ar{' left to l1ewail dwindling funds and a diminished 
sympathy. It is a sad e,·idence of the selfishness of human nature 
that, as a fact., fi'l"e, ten, fifteen, or even moro guinPos have been 
ungrudging!)· paid for a 'l"iew of a passin~ 1)ngeant, by the very people 
who think they hn'l"e done n grand thing if tlrny dole out hnlf-n
so'l"ereign to any scheme for the advancement of God's kingdom in the 
world! It is good to give thanks for sixt~· years of nationnl mercy, 
and a "Diamond Jubilee" should fill our hearts \Vith joy; but when 
God's sernC"e all o'l"er the land is made to suffer from excess of 
expenditure in self-indulgence and adornm,:,nt, it seems to me thnt the 
Master's words of long ago have a special and 1<olemn significance 
now, "These ought ye to hnve done, und not to leave the other 
undone." 

• • • • 
The Book Fund is pursuing "the noiseles11 tenor of its wny," 

encouraged now and again by some special favour from the Lord, or 
Eome unexpected success among men. Some little while since, a 
clergyman of the Established Church called at "Westwood," the 
object of his visit being to ascertain whether he could compass the 
purchase of a whole set ( 42 volumes) of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons! 
We had a time of happy con'l"erse together, and hA left with the joyful 
anticipation of seeing his de>sire speedily fulfilled. In a few days, 
he thus wrote:-" I am now the happy possessor of these priceless 
volumes ; and what has long been the wish of my heart, has at 
length come to pass. I echo very earnestly your prayer that, 
being blessed myself by their means, thA blessing may pass 
on to others; I have faith to believe it will be so. Mr. 
Spurgeon is still continuing his work, through his living 
writings; and though removed, he still speaks most wonderfully 
to the world. That God thus honours His dear servant, must be o. 
saflicient consolation to sustain you during· the 'little while ' of 
separation." 

There is, perhaps, a deeper truth than he knows of, in this good 
man's last sentence. My gracious God could not have devised a more 
compassionate and blessed way of filling my closing days with joy 
and gladness, than by putting into my hands this power to disseminate 
and scatter abroad my husband's precious works. How busily em
ployed He has kept me all these days and years ! He is even constantly 
adding to my duties and responsibilitieR, thereby increasing my 
pleasureis, and rendering my dependence on Him for supplies a daily 
matter of faith, patience, expectation, and deep thanksgiving • 

• • 
I am 'D.,·.! to lay the memorial stone of the large chapel at Bexhill, 

on ·w odnesday, July 7th. It should he a day of great rejoicing over 
the goodness of God to us. My two dear BODA are to be with mo, and 
my husband's valued friend, Pastor A. G. Brown, has most kindly 
oonsented to preach in the evening. If those who loved dear Mr. 
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Spurgeon, nnd still cherish every remembrance of him, will rally 
round us then, I shall be greatly cheered. The huilding must 
necessarily cost some thousands of pounds, and it ha~ !(} h~ openerl 
absolutely free of debt. If I could meet all the cost myself, I w'>uld 
gladly do so; but ns this is not possible, I shall gratefully receive 
loving free-will offerings from those whose hearts are prompted to 
take part in this tribute to the dear memory of my beloved . 

• 
My need for the Kaffir Sermons has been quir:kly and abundantly 

met. Praise the Lord with me, dear readers of the S1Cord and Troicel ! 
A friend, who has for many years shown himself e. true and generous 
helper, came to bring me he.If the sum required, that he might 
encourage my heart tu go on with the good work ; and while he was 
in the house, he had the joy of seeing the amount more than completed 
in a very unexpected way. Two le.dies, strangers, called to see me. 
"Please tell Mrs. SpurgE>on," S'!lid they, " we have brought her a legacy 
of £l!0, and we want her signature to the receipt." I went to see them. 
" Who has left me this money?'' I asked. "Oh, an old lady, quite un
known to you; but we used to read to her your articles in the S1cord and 
Trowel, and she left this money to you in her will. Here is the clause 
copied out for you." They handed me a paper, with the cheque, and 
there I read these words,-" £20 towards the fund for the distribution 
of Sermons in foreign languages." So Gotl had provided, long ago. 
for this need of to-day; and though it is only one out of His manifold 
mercies to me, it adds a weighty item to the debt of love I owe. As 
soon as we can get the translator to do his part, there will be no time 
lost in bringing out another Sermon in the Kaffir language. 

s. s. 

~ht leautn-mar!l ~ailtoa!!; or, ~ll ~long the 
]ine. 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT TllE TENTil A~NUAL COXFEREXCE OF TIIE 

PASTORS' COLLEGE EVA...'WELICAL ASSOCB.TIOX, BY THE PRESIDE.'iT1 

TIIOlLAS SPURGEON. 

( Concluded fro,n pag6 268.) 

A STROLL UP TIIE LINE will, like the Interpreter, show us 
"excellent things." As we trudge iu the six-foot way, we 

remember the opposition to these highways. Some of the to""ns 
which prize them most rPjected them o.t first, and, iu one instance at 
least, managed for 11, while to bo.uish the railway five miles awny. 
The surveyors often had to do their work under cover of ni~ht, and 
landed proprietors defied the promoters. Only recently, we ha~ an 
exhibition of the 1111irit of the old-time oquire who, when asked 1! he 
would allow the new line in his park, oxclaimod ferociously, "1\o, I 
am most confoundedly opposed to it." He hnd to, though. 

Thus ho.ve men, in all ages, misjudge<! the gospel. They have 
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fenred all !!O~ of ills through the opening of n Baptist Chapel, nnd 
haYe done their best to prevent "those ranters" from holding services 
in thc> market-place. But the chapel was built for all thnt, and the 
open-air sernces were held, nnd "nobody seemed a penny the worso." 
I know not what calamities were not predicted when milways were 
being introduced. The birds that ventured to fly over a passing 
locomotive would drop down dead, the horses at the plough would 
1->olt, cows would cease grazing·, and hens would lay aside laying. 
I'heasants and foxes could be no longer preserved, and houses would 
be burnt up by the fire from the engine chimneys, and so on, and so 
on. Yet, though England is a perfect netwo1·k of railways, these 
calamities do not afflict us; nay, rather, the advent of a railway is 
hailed as the harbinger of prosperity. As long ago ns 1836, n shrewd 
shareholder, "overjoyed at the inestimable blessings the railway 
seemed likely to bestow upon mankind, said, ' I do believe I shall live 
to see misery almost banished from the earth.' " Alas ! the dream 
has not been realized ; nor will it be till all men know the Lord. Oh, 
that the gospel of the glory of the blessed God were spread :from pole 
to pole'. It works for righteousness and peace. No one need be 
•• afraid of being converted." Alas! for those who thrust the blessing 
from them ;-they'll rue their fatal choice too late, 

But we are strolling up the line. These parallel rails remind me of 
faith and repentance. Which of you divines can tell us which comes 
first ? Do they not run side by side ? And here is ballast to keep the 
trae:k secure,-a very needful commodity that, in ministerial life and 
work. Take notice that the gauge is 4-ft. 81-ins., for the broad 
gauge (i-ft.) was swept away in 1892. Would God it was banished 
from our churches ! We are taunted with being of a specially 
" narrow" gauge. The best reply is given by "one of our own men " 
in the College Report:-" We believe the narrow gauge is the best 
route to the highest peaks of Holiness and Peace." All mountain 
railways are of narrow gauge. "The battle of the gauges'' is still 
being fought; do not fear, dear brother, to throw down the gage of 
battle. 

Here and there, we happen on workers of various sorts, plate
layers, gate-keepers, point-cleaners, shunters and the like. These are 
somewhat obscure individuals, but they are indispensable. "They 
are no less part of the commonwealth that do obey, than those that do 
command." These are the village pastors, and mission-workers. These 
are the praying folk, the chapel-keepers, and pew-openers; the silent 
;;uiferers, and patient toilers. These are they who "do good by 
stealth, and blush to find it fanie." We could do well with many 
more of these. Three cheers for those we have ! 

I do not marvel that they call this road a permanent way. How 
solid and substantial is all connected with it! A member of tho Houso 
used the following illustration lately:-" In a rail~ay case, whore 
you are making a new railway, you are called upon to deposit plans, 
and it is upon a certain datum line that the whole work depends. I 
asked the engineer what hi,; datum liue was, and he said, 'Oh, I havo 
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got n fluctunting datum Iino!.' I need not imy that the Rill was thrown 
out, ns n Bill dependent upon the fluid method ought to he." God hf'l 
praised, we have no fluctuating datum line, no fluid method! "For 
ever, 0 Lord, Thy word is settled in Heaven! " Our permanent way 
is Jesus Christ, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

And now we come to a tunnel's mouth. The safest way to pass 
through a. tunnel is to ride in a train. All but the most experienced 
are apt to grow dazed when they hear the roar of the approaching 
engine. Our wisest policy, in time of trouble, is to cleave close to 
Christ. Get aboard some of His promises in the dark places. There 
is a world of difference between a cavern and a tunnel. All our 
a-loomy ways are tunnels, even though, because of many windings, we 
~annot see the way out as yet. '' We'll have to pray our way through 
this," wrote a friend in one of my seasons of anxiety. Yes, yes, there is 
a way through all of them, for, at infinite cost, our Lord has pierced 
the mountain. Let us pray and trust till the hill is threaded, and the 
shadows flee away; or rather, we flee away from them. 

But what are these troughs between the rail.~,' 'Tis here that foe 
thirsty engine refreshes itself. Without slackening speed, it fil1.g its 
tanks by dropping a scoop into these channels. The Lord of the way 
has made such provision for His busy servants. When they have not 
leisure so much as to eat, He gives them meat to eat that others know 
not of. When they can scarce find time for caring for their own souls, 
He makes them to drink of the brook by the way. _.\.t Samson's feet 
a spring of water gushed when he was like to :faint, and betwixt 
the flashing rails of constant service God places fresh supplies of grace. 
Let down the scoop, brother ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved! 

But see, here is a signal-box. We shall not want for illustrations 
now. We shall be welcome if we do not interfere. There must be 
no talking to the man at the levers, for this is a busy cabin, and the 
responsibility is awful. "He is the arbiter of life and death. By 
omitting to give five beats of the needle to the man in the ne:x:t cabin, 
telling him that there is a goods train on the line in the track of the 
express, he may cause a disastrous collision ; by a pull of the wrong 
lever, he may wreck the night mail." The signals must be correct. 
He must tell the truth with his semaphore. Woe to the pointsman 
who puts the arm down before the line is clear ! Woe, also, to the 
on-coming train! He must not exhibit such lights in the darkness as 
happen to suit his taste. 

" White is right., red is wrong ; 
Green is gently go along.'' 

The galaxy of various-coloured stars outside a junction is not a 
mere illumination; it is full of meaning to the drivers of the flying: 
trains. May I quote from the lo.ta dear Pastor? "Everything in rail
way service depends upon the nccurncy of the signals; when these 
are wrong, life will be sn.crificod. On the rond to Hen,-en, we need 
unerring signals, or catastrophes will be far more tenible. It is difficult 
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enong-h to set myself right, nnd carefully drive the ti·11.i11 of conduct; 
but if, in addition to this, I am to set the Bible right, and thus manage 
the Rignals along the permanent way, I am in an evil plight indeed. 
If the red light or the green light may deceive me, I am e.s well with
out signals e.s to trust such faulty guides. ,ve must h11ve something 
tixt>d e.nd certain, or when:1 is the foundation?" ,ve liavo something 
fixed e.nd certain. The 1rord is ab.rnl,dely inerrant. We will be true to 
it, and to those who look to us to instruct them. 

The earliest signals were given by hand. Thus, the policeman (as 
he was then called), attired in tall hat and dre11s coat, held out his 
arm at a right angle to his body when nll was right, and held up one 
hand when caution l\"'as necessary. But if the tra.in must stop, he 
faced it l\"'ith both arms raised above his head. Our warnings ought 
t-o be of this personal and etnphatic sort; our very gestures should 
plainly tell our desire to avert the calamities which threaten the un
godly and the worldly. Let us not fail to reprove, to rebuke, to exhort. 
The red light needs turning on a little oftener nowadays. The 
warning arms are not uplifted as they used to be. But we must by e.11 
means sa,e some. 

May I tell this story from another pen ? "It ,vas a summer's 
e,ening, and the signalman was waiting for the up expresill She 
was quite due, when he heard the sound of a galloping horse, 
and anon a gig drove up at the station, while a breathless man 
shouted, ' Stop all the trains ; the wooden bridge is on fire! ' The sig
nalman, on hearing the words, simply dashed at his levers, throwing 
them back at danger, and then listening. Had the express time to 
stop? Would she thunder on to the blazing bridge to her destruction? 
He listened :from the window of his box, heard her distant whistle; 
knew by the hum of the rails that she had not slackened speed, and 
felt e,ery nerve in his body strained to its utmost tension as she came 
still Dearer. Then, at last, he heard her danger whistle, and with a 
great cry of joy fainted in his box, She had stopped at th~ very 
threshold of the burning bridge ! ·• ,vho would not gladly. faint, or 
even die, if he could snatch brands from the everlasting burning? 

"See the short course of vain delight 
Closing in everl1:1.ijting night ; 
In flames that no u.batement know, 
Though briny tears for ever fl.oJ'1', 

" My God, I feel the mournful scene ; 
My bowels yearn o'er dying men; 
And fain my pity would reclaim 
.And snatch the firebra.nds from the fl-\me. 

" But feeble wy compassion proves, 
And can but weep where most it loves; 
Thy own all-saving e.rw employ, 
And turn these drops of grief to joy.'' 

But what if sinners ignore our message? Ah! tlien, we are not 
responsible; their blood is on their own heads. Only a. short remove 
from here, not long ago, a train rushed on to its destruction. It had 
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alrendy passed several dnnger signals. As it neared the next, the 
pointsman snid to his mnte, "Whenever is that fellow goinir to stop ? " 
And so saying, he seized his lantern, rushed out on to the halcony of 
his box, and waved it frantically. He had done his hast. A few 
moments later, he heard the sickening crash of a fatal collision,.:_lmt 
the jury found him guiltless. Oh, sadly hnppy pastor who can truly 
say, "Your blood be upon your own he11.ds; I am clean." 

Look to your signals, my friend. Trim your lamps, my brother, 
and then work the levers just as eonscience and the Word instruct 
you, so that your hearers may be without excuse. 

"White light, shine bright, go along in safety; 
Green light, sbine bright, cautions ns in time. 
White light, shine bright, go along in safety, 
Red light, shine bright, there's danger on the line." 

And now, ere we put on the brake, and end our trip, let us climb fo 
the footplate. Here are the stoker and the driver. I know which of 
these twain I would rather be; but every driver has been a stoker. 
Faithfulness in the humbler post generally leads to promotion. It is 
so, certainly, in our good Master's service. 

"Remember, every me.n God me.de 
Is different; has some deed to d0, 
Some work to work Be undisme.yE>d ; 
Though thine be humble, do it, too." 

More than once I have been privileged to ride on an engine; so I 
can bear witness to the ceaseless toil and vigilance of its occupants. 
The art of stoking is not learned in a day, and many an engine has made 
bad pace, or been quite stopped through an ill-made fire. The most 
usual fault is to choke the fire with too much fuel. "The fire is made 
too thick for the engine blast to pull air through it, and it will not 
make steam for want of heat." The shape of the fire is important, 
too. Ilut enough of these details; only may we disco,er how best to 
keep the zeal of the church alive. Regular and judicious attention is 
necessary. Too much stoking and poking may do more harm than 
good; too much feeding of the fire is equally fatal. 

Tlw brake was in the fireman's charge till latterly, and who can measure 
the responsibility which that involved? One of these, when he found 
himself unprepared to die, exclaimed:-

" I'm on the down-grade, and I cannot find the brake." 

Alas! alas ! for those whose momentum downward has been 
ever increasing, and who, when they fain would stop, find. it 
impossible to pull up. Alas! alas! for those churches and 
ministcrR (I would to God there were none remaining) who hu,e 
boen, all too long, with the brake off, on a falling gradient. Thank 
God if some ho.vo slaokenod i:.peed, but there needs to be a l"r'1wsal of 
U,e e11gi11es ,· and, maybo, some amongst us will yet hear a. frank 
admission that there 1oas need for the warning signal, 11.nd a word of 
praise to liim who hold up both his hands when he foresaw the 
danger, 
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I need not bespeak an intt>rest in the d1·fre1". Who amongst us has 
not aspired in boyhood's days to this distinguished post? 

Breathes there a man with soul so dead, 
Who nevor to himself has said,-
" I'll be an engine-driver ? " 

Every boy has had what they call, in the sheds, "locomotive 
measles," only some have it worse than others. Well, brethren, we 
have not reached the goal of our youthful ambition yet; but, "while 
there's life there's hope." Perhaps we have altered our minds, 
Then the best thing is to be engineers for God, on the footplate of 
the Church, and we shall need many of the characteristics which 
would have served us on the locomotive. We must love our work, and 
be wholl:,· devoted to it. A true pastor gets to know the ways and 
workings of his church. His ear is quick for unusual sounds, and he 
interprets them correctly. Friction has scarcely a chance to appear, 
for he is round with his oil-can, at some risk to himseli, before the 
bearings heat_ He sees to every nut, and bolt, and piston, and crank 
( and there are a good many cranks to see to). On the road, nothing 
escapes him. His hand is on the lever, and his eye on the gauge
glass, when it is not looking out for signals, and his ear, as I have said, 
is ever listening. 

On a ,oyage to the Antipodes, it was my lot to sit next to the chief 
engineer at meal times. He was a genial fellow, and a good conversa
tionalist; but, every now and then, he was as those that dream. He had 
missed the last sentence altogether, and had to beg pardon for apparent 
inattention. "I was listening to my ponies," he would add, by way 
of explanation. He called the engines his ponies, and more than once 
I have kno= him quit the feast because they didn't trot quite evenly. 
Some such duty devolves on us. And this it is that, being too often 
neglected, brings the train to a standstill, or to disaster. But what a 
task is ours, if all such complicated machinery is to be attended to! 
It is said that the works of an engine must be as carefully made, and 
as accurately adjusted, as those of a watch, and they must be kept as 
clean. But the machinery of the many-minded Church is still more 
intricate and elaborate. If we are 1·esponsible for its smooth running, 
we must both watch and pray, and that without ceasing. I have read 
an amusing story of a driver, who rather prided himself on never 
having had anything amiss with his engine. Some young rascals 
played a na8ty trick on him. Though all seemed right, he could by 
no means raise sufficient steam, and his train at last came to a sta.nd
still. The whole thing was a mystery. It was elicited, at the 
enquiry, that a quantity of soft soap had been put into the boiler; 
the tubes became coated with grease and suds, and this it w11s that 
prevented the steam from generating in sufficient quantities. Brethren, 
beware of soft soap ! It will take the steam out of you as surely as 
anything I know of. Very few men can stand laudation, and flattery 
is both hateful and hurtful. 

The great requisite for an engine-man is nerve. He must have 
nerre, but no nerves. One who knows him well says:-" The English 
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engine-driver is absolutely without nerves; they have heen completely 
shaken out of him." 'Tis well they have when critical junctures 
arise and all depends upon 11. cool brain, e. clear eye, e. firm hand and 
a br~ve bee.rt. 'fhe features of many e. hero are hidden unde; the 
coal dust of the footplate. These men face death without flinching 
and many have lost their lives with their hands on the throttle or th; 
]ever. They know no fear, they only realize that they must stick to 
their posts, come what may, because of the precious human freight 
behind them. They remind one of Napoleon, who, with e.U his faults, 
was courageous. " Are you not afraid, Citizen Consul?" said one of 
his councillors to him after the explosion of a royalist infernal 
machine. He answered, "I, afraid-ah, if I were afraid, it would be 
a bad day for France ! " It was bravely spoken; and shall we flinch 
in danger's hour? The Church is in peril, but "should such a man 
as I flee? " It will be a bad day for the cause if we do. The trains 
will be wrecked if the drivers leap from their places. Some, perchance, 
may come to grief in any case, but we shall be found faithful. A 
far-seeing mau said to me, some years ago, " There are hard 
times in store for faithful men." I believed him, and determined to 
be one of them. We did not climb the footplate of the ministry to 
take our ease, or to grow rich, or to earn renown, but to help to steer 
some souls to glory, and to bear our witness to the trnth. It is 
required of drivers that they be found faithful. Not every engine-man 
can be as famous e.s George Stephenson, but all can be true and 
staunch. Stick to your posts, brethren ; take not your hands from 
the levers. Hold to the faith once for all delivered to the saints. 
Cling to the cross, and to the doctrine of redemption by Ch.rist's sacri
fice. Adhere to apostolic principles, and die, if needs be, rather than 
deny a jot or tittle of the faith and practice of the ea.rly Church, of 
your Puritan forefathers, and of your glorified President. 

How privileged are we to be engaged upon this Heaven-ward rail
way ! How good a thing it is to be on board the train that goes through 
to the New Jerusalem! How happy are we if we can induce others to 
get on board! Be this our one endeavour. We are not here merely 
to amuse ourselves,-" to see the wheels go round." We i~ro agent;; 
for this railway. How can we increase the traffic? Well, our best 
way is still to procla.im that the line is opened, that the way is sure, 
and the access free. Let us tell often of how the line wa.s constructed, 
and of the cost of life involved in making it. No railway is made 
without loss of life, but this one necessitated the spilling of the blood 
of God's dear Son. 

That was a striking, though absolutely vain and useless ceremony, 
performed in oonnection with the opening of the line from J affo 
to Jerusalem. " The Jerusalem terminus was dressed out with 
palm branches. Three white sheep, with gilded horns, were draggell 
on the mils and there sla.ull'htered. When the sheep's ,eins wert' 
emptied, th~ ca.rcnses were 

0
withdra.wn, a.nd a locomotiYe a.dvaneed 

over the reddened spot." The blessed Lamb of God emptit,d _-O:is Yeins 
ore we could got to God. Thus He consocruted the new aud hnug waY 
for us. '\Ve must point men to this sacrifice yot more and more. I 
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know a preacher who, by an accident, has been deprived or two or the 
ringers of one hand. Still, he points men to Jesus. If he hn.d lost 
them all, he'd point with his thumb. If it hn.d gone as well, I do 
belieT"e his handless arm would be stret.ched out Christ-wards. 'rhis 
then, is our joyful task,-to bring men to Jesus and so to glory. D~ 
you remember the quaint song of the Jubilee Singers anent the Gospel 
Train?-

,, The Gospel train is coming, 
I hear it just at hand, 

I hear the car wheels moving, 
And rumbling through the l11nd. 
Get on board, children, 
Get on board, children, 
Get on board, children, 
For there•s room for ruany a more. 

" X o signal for another train 
To follow on the line ; 

0 sinner,-you're for ever lost, 
If once you're left behind. 

" Sbt-'~ nearing now the station; 
0 sinner, don't be vain, 

But come and get yonr ticket, 
.And be ready for the train ! 

'' The fare is cheap, and all can go, 
The rich and poor are there ; 

Ko second-class on board the train, 
No difference in the fare. 

" We soon shall reach the station, 
Oh, how we then ehall sing ! 

With all the Heavenly army, 
W .,'11 make the welkin ring ! 
Get on board, children, 
Get on board, children, 
Get on board, children, 
For there's room for many a more.'' 

Well may we sing of safe and speedy travel Heaven-wards, What 
said Jesus to the dying thief? He was late enough in getting on 
board, was he not? Yet said his Saviour, "To-day shalt thou be witli 
Me in Paradise." The late Peter Mackenzie put it tersely when, in 
reporting to a friend a sermon he had preached on the penitent thief, 
he said, ",ve bundled him up, bag and baggage, by express, booking 
him right through. He never halted at Hell's Junction, nor put on the 
brake at Purgatory, nor Llew his whistle at Perdition, but went right 
to Paradise.'' That is Peter's somewhat rough and ready way of 
putting a glorious truth. John Newton·s is more poetical, but not 
more true,-

" Oae gentle sigh,-the fetter breaks; 
We sclirce can say, 'They're gone l' 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Ilu mansion near the throne." 
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Yes, we shall soon be there. 0 brethren beloved "the time is 
short." We shall crnss the border presently. ' 

"The noiseless foot of time steals swiftly hy, 
And, ere we drne.m of manhood, age is nigh." 

The train of time goes at lightning speed. Oh, to live to real 
purpose! 

Sometimes, indeed, when troulJles harass and annoy, the journey 
appears interminable. The rest seems to come neither sure nor soon. 
We are tired out,-that's what's the matter. The monotony has been 
unbroken. Foes have seemed all too many, and friends all too few. 
We shall feel better for this Conference. Moreover, the trying term 
of hard work will soon be over. The long vacation is nearly due for 
some of us. We're nearer home to-day than ever we've been before; 
and far nearer than we think. And our hearts rejoice thereat, even 
if the :flesh still shrinks. I fancy we could sing, with Eliza Cook's 
school-boys,-

" Home for the holidays, here we go ; 
Bless me, the train is exceedingly slow ! 
Pray, Mr. Engineer, get up your steam, 
And let us be off with a puff and e. scream. 
Home for the holidays, here we go, 
But this fast train is exceedingly slow ! " 

The gifted poetess in that simple rhyme describes the glad arrival. 
The journey ended suddenly, though it seemed so long. Just when 
the impatient juvenile was in the midst of a lamentation, he had 
to cry,-

" Yet, stay! I declare, here is London at le.et; 
The Park is right over the tunnel just past. 
Huzze. ! Huzze. ! I can see my pa.pa. ! 
I can see George's uncle, e.nd Edwe.rd'A me.mma ! 
And, Fred, there's your brother! Look! Look! There he stand~, 
They see us, they see us, they're waving their he.nds." 

Ah, me! these children's verses might well serve to describe our home. 
going. We are but boys o'ergrown. The park is just o,er the 
tunnel The g-lory is right above the gloom: "Absent from the 
body, present with the Lord.'' With what glad shouts shall we alight! 
We will cry "Hosanna! " and "Hallelujah!" us the school-boys cried 
"Huzza ! " And oh, the meeting with the dear ones gone before : 

"They see us, they see u~, they're waving their hands." 

Father, mother, wife, little ones, Pastor, old failler Rogers, dear Mr. 
Gracey, brethren beloved, and the never-to-be-forgotten President,-

" They see us, they see us, they're waving their hands." 

And tltere is the Elder Brothor of us all!! "Look! look! there Hd 

stands." He sees us, He sees us, He's waving His hands! 0 hands 
most dear and beautiful of all, for they are nail-pierced! Dear 
Saviour, show us also Thy foot and Thy side! 

Methinks I hoa1· the angels cry, " All change hero! '' . . . . Thi:t 
£a HEAVEN!! 



" <eur ~tun ~en " and tfteir ijijlorit 
XLIII.--J_n1Es GEORGE PoTTF.R, OF THE BAPTIST Mres10NARY 

Soc1En.-, AGRA, INDIA. 

THE earnest missionary
JAMES GEORGE POTTEll,

whose portrait is here given, 
wns born February 20th, 1858. 
Ilis parents, Henry and Rebecca 
Potter, were both well known in 
connection with Peckham Pnrk 
Rond Baptist Chapel; but for
merly they were members of the 
church meeting in New Park 
Street Chapel, Southwark. 

Under God's blessing, our 
brother owes his conversion to 
his mother. He has a distinct 
recollection of saying at her 
knee, "Here's my heart, Lord, 

take and seal it! " This he regards as -the time of his decision for 
Christ. -~t the age of fourteen, he was baptized by Pastor T. G. 
Tarn , nrn, of Harrogate; and when he was fifteen, he began to teach 
at the Peckham Park Road Sunday-school. Four years later, he 
entered ~he Pastors' Coll_ege. Our friend received much spiritual 
p1 ofit and blessing under the ministries of Mr. Cole and Mr. Tarn; 
but he looks upon his call to mission work as having come direct 
from God , and his acceptance of that call was only settled after 
months of earnest prayer for guidance. Missionary interest in his 
own home, and especially the departure of Mr. Wills (a friend and 
c'lmpanion ; to China, in 1876, did much to lead his mind in the 
direction of the foreign mission-field. . 

Both of Mr. Potter's parents died in the year 1880. His father 
was greatly delighted on hearing of his son's desire to become a 
:missionary, and most willingly supported his son during the time he 
was preparing for the work. His mother, who had often prayed for 
missioiiaries to be sent forth, ,,as greatly troubled at the thought of 
parting with her youngest child; yet she never ventured to oppose 
lT"hat appeared to be God's call. But the time of parting came even 
60oner and for longer than she had anticipated; but on her death-bed 
she ga,e her full and hearty c:onsent to her Bon'e going wherever the 
Lord should direct him. What a blessed gift a godly mother is ! 

A.±u,r a three years' course of study in the Pastors' College, Mr. 
PottE:T was accepted by the Baptist Missionary Society Committee in 
J aIJ.uary, I l;h I. After nine months' further training, at University 
Cr,llege Hospital, he sailed for India in October, 188 I, and arrived 
in Agra thr., follfJwing December. Mr. Spurgeon always held him in 
tLf: J,i_::;heBt efite,,m; 110 wrote, concerning him, just after ho had 
~t&rttd for Iu<lia :-" Hii; missionary ardour and his steady porsever
aLJ<;r; 11:ad UH tr, expect great things of him." Could tho boloved 
Prr:.,id,.-nt writ<.: ni1w, ho would say that those expectations have boon 
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fully ren.lized. Mr. Potter will be best remembered by his fellow
students 11.s tho College Missionary Association secretary. Several 
of his old College friends are, like himself, enge.ge<l in service for 
Christ in the foreign field. Among them are J. H. Weeks and 
A. Billington on the Congo, and F. W. Auvnche, who joined the 
Canadian Bo.ptist Mission; while Dr. Sidney Comber has been called 
to glory, vi1l the Congo. Our brother regards his connection with the 
Po.store' College, nnd his association with C. H. Spurgeon and the 
Tabernacle Church, as a very thorough preparation for miRsion work. 

In October, 1883, Mr. Potter was very happily marrie-1 to Miss Emma 
Titherington, one of the missionaries of the Baptist Zenana. Mission. 
She was a member at Richmond Road Chapel, Liverpool, and was 
baptized by Mr. Robarts, now of Glasgow. She was a truly devoted 
missionary, and greatly helped her husband in his service; but their 
happiness was suddenly cut short, for, in the following June, she died 
of fever and cholera. Our brother was very graciously sustained 
during this time of intense sorrow; but only those who knew him 
well knew what a trial he then passed through. 

In due course, the season arrived for him to return, for a time, to 
England; and, while at home, he met Miss Alice Kirby, of Great 
Oxendon, Northampton, a sister of Mrs. Nickals, of China. They 
were married in September, 1891, and since the end of that year, 
husband and wife have worked together in Agra and the district 
around. Mrs. Potter goes with her husband from village to village, 
aiding him in his arduous, but happy labours, and teaching the poor 
women the way of salvation. Mr. Potter has gained such a know
ledge of the language, and of the people, that he is quite at home in 
every part of the work. His is an all-round work. In the city 
streets, in the villages, in schools, in chapels, among the lepers, in the 
poorhouse, Sunday-schools, day-schools, and Bible-schools, etc., and 
God has blessed him, and is still blessing him in all departments of 
his service. 

The following extracts from Mr. Potter's latest Report mll gi,e 
some idea of his varied experiences, and also, we trust, mo,e many 
to pray for him and his fellow-lo.bow·ers in the Lord"s great har,e,,t
fielcl :-" At the beginning of the year, a. terrible epidemic of sma.ll
pox raged in the Agra district. It seemed hopeless to try and escape 
contagion, as every village, basti, and bazaar seeme(l full of it. It 
claimed its victims among Europeans ns well as amongst nnti,es,-a 
most unusual thing. Some of our people, including Mrs. Potter and 
Mr. Cullen, caught the contag·ion; yet, by God's mercy, nll reco,ered. 
After raging in all for about six months, it died down during the hot 
weather. Now, a still worse ca.lamity-viz., famine, start';; us iu the 
:face. Surely God hns a conti·oversy with this pt'ople. l'Lli'sibl~· ULlt 
till thero is a fa.mine, and thL'Y are in want, will tht'Y begin tL) think 
of our Heavenly Father, whom thl'y have forsnkl'n for the for CL1untry 
nnd the riotous living-. If w1int brings the 1wople to (h1d, we shall 
hnvo to praise Him for this bll'ssing in disgui~e. 

"During the year, we have been cheered by soYentt>c,u baptisms. 
Twelvo of those baptizod were inmo.tes of the Agra. Ll1per ~\sylum. 
'rhroe yonrs ngo, wo baptized three from the Asylum, two of whom have, 

25 
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since died, exchanging, as we fully believe, the Leper Houso horo for 
the Father's House on high. Another of those b1tptized w1ts from tho 
nati~e State o_f Gwal!or. This young _mat~ is 1t Kshatri, of good 
family. The mtereshng fact about him 1s th1tt he h1ts received 
instruction, not from a missionary, but from I\ Christian magistrate • 
this shows us what we might expect if all tho English officials of 
India -were Christian men. 

"As usua1: bazaar preaching has occupied ~~r best energies during 
the year. "e are glad to say that the oppos1t1on has not been grel\t 
during 1S96, and we haYe neYer failed to get an audience to listen to 
the \Yord of God. This result we trace largely to the fact that our 
message has been a Gospel message. We haye said as little as possible 
about Ram or Mohammed. We have also set our face against bazaar 
discussion, although we might have easily trebled our audiences by 
encouraging it. Better to have a dozen people, we feel, listening to 
the Word of God than a hundred joining in a heated discussion in 
-which the great point is, who shall get the best of it. A little 
incident which o~urred in connection with our greatest opponent, a 
Mohammedan Hafiz, greatly pleased me. As often before, he took 
his stand quite near where we were preaching. He commenced 
shouting out passages from the Koran, and words of his own, in 
opposition to -what we were saying, greatly to the distraction of the 
people around us. Having often warned him, I felt it was time to 
insist upon his observing a well-known local law, that rival preachers 
should stand at such distance from each other as not to interfere, lest 
a disturbance of the peace should result. As he refused to obey, I 
thought it but just, on this occasion, to call upon the police to see the 
rule carried out ; and, therefore, hailed a passing policeman, who 
happened to be a Mohammedan. He at once interfered, and told his 
fellow - Moha=edan to mo·ve on. This made the Mohammedan 
preacher furious ; and having hurled many curses at the head of the 
policeman, he said he would rather die as a martyr to the cause than 
move a yarJ. I then appealed to the Mohammedans who stood 
around their preacher, for fair play. Having carefully ascertained 
that we first co=enced preaching, and that their preacher was 
in the wrong, they tried to move him by persuasion, and said it 
was a law among them to obey the voice of ten fellow-Mohammedans, 
and they were more than ten who asked him to move on. Still he 
refu.sed, saying he would die first. Then they took the law int? their 
own hands, and a dozen strong Mohammedans hustled their own 
prr:acher away. This exhibition of fair play and good feeling I 
greatly appreciated; e.nd I may add, our Mohammedan rival has since 
shown me much greater respect. 

•· Last year's Conference being held in December, we were able to 
report a good deal of village work before that time. After the 
Conference, Mrs. Potter and I, with the preachers and one Dible
woman, had a long and interesting tour in a part of the district which 
has not been visited for many years. We had in most places a most 
kind reception, and shall be glad as soon as possible to re-visit the 
same villages. At one village, Mn. Potter found an old woman, said 
t-0 Le at Least I 00 years of age, who wept at meeting Christian 
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tenchers, and declared that, many years ago, 11R o. young woman she 
had read the Ilible, and been convinced of its truth. It was ~wet 
cheering thus to find 11 believer in Jesus, hidden away in a. village of 
heathen people. In addition to village work, local me/a~ have been 
visited, and the Word of God preached to the thousands of idolaters 
who have thronged to worship at the different sacred places. Many 
of these have not only listened to the Word preached, but have also 
carried away portions of Scripture to their various village homes." 

Long may Mr. and Mrs. Potter be spa.red to labour on behalf of the 
people of India ! 

DANIEL J o:.--zs. 
Agra.. 

~ f lta ~011 Jorrign ~issions. 

DO you see the nations dying, 0 my brothers, 
With no ray of hope to cheer them a.s they die ? 

Do you hear the heathen crying, 0 my brothers, 
Till the heavens seem to echo with their cry? 

Shall their plea be unavailing, 
And their f'lS.d and bitter wailing 

Appeal from ow· forgetfulness to Him who dwells on high? 

Do you hear the voices calling, 0 my brothers, 
From the distant lands of beauty, East and West? 

Do you see the shadows falling, 0 my brothers, 
And another shadow, deeper than the rest, 

Of a night that endeth never, 
0£ a gloom that lasts for ever, 

The outer darkness far away from God and all the blest? 

Did the Son of God redeem us, 0 my brothers, 
All unmindful of the sacrifice it cost? 

Then how ill it will beseem us, 0 my brothers, 
If we hold aloof while souls nre being lost. 

While we hesitate and linger, 
Death, with lean and bony finger, 

Is pointing to the boundary which caunot be recrossed. 

Would you ea.t your meat with gluduess, 0 my brothers? 
Share your morsel with the hungry fur away. 

Would you find o. cure for sadness, 0 my brothers? 
Pierce the darkness with the hope-inspiring ray 

0£ o. dawn for ever lightening, 
Of a glory ever brightening, 

The promise and the herald of the everlasting day. 
Foots Cray. E. A. TYDEllAN. 
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aiod-toudtrd JJiirn. 
YJC'F:-rRESIDE!iTI.U. ADDRESS AT TRE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF TUE 

FAST()RS
1 

l'OLLEGB E,ANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, DY CHARLES SPUilGEON-

BELlH"ED BRETHREN,-Once agnin I answer to yonr call, and 
stand before you with that which I trust may prove to be a 

message from the Master to our holy brotherhood. May I be allowed 
tu say that the solemnity of these meetings gl'ows upon me, and the 
importance of such gatherings, I feel, adds greatly to the responsibility 
which rests upou those who address you on these Conference occasions. 
I can assure you it is one thing to sit amongst you as n listener,-a 
pri,ilege I enjoyed for mnny years,-and quite another to occupy the 
position I now hold. My prayer used to be, whenever a brother ascended 
this platform, "Lord, help him;" but now it is, "Lord, help me." It 
is but the difference of a word, but in that word lies all the difference, 
This is no mere sentiment, but the sincere feeling of the speaker who 
seeks a renewal of Divine strength, and a repetition of your fraternal 
sympathy. The remembrance of the kindly reception you gave to my 
paper last year has greatly encouraged me in preparing a sequel to it. 
There was one sentence in that address on "God-touched hearts " 
"W!iich perhaps your memories recall,-it ran as follows:-" The Spirit 
of God, in a preacher's heart, celebrates the bonds of wedlock between 
his heart and lips by the passion of holy love," and it is from a few 
thoughts growing out of the consideration of this utterance that I wish 
:o speak this morning. 

God-touched lips are the complement of God-touched hearts. There i"s 
a direct connection between the two. When Isaiah had received a vision 
of the glory of God, he was filled with great consternation. A sight 
of J ehovah's holy majesty caused him to see his own unworthiness and 
uncleanness. God's sovereignty and power overawed him, for the one 
"Was incontestable, and the other irresistible, and he exclaimed, "Mine 
€yes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts." His heart was humbled, 
to prepare him for the honour he was to be called to as a prophet. 
"Then flew one of the seraphim, having a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar, and laid it upon his 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips." Daniel had passed 
three weeks in self-humiliation and heart-training before he felt 
the Lord touch him, and even then a sense of his weakness 
caused him to fall with his face to the ground and become dumb, and 
it was not until " one like the similitude of the sons of men touched 
his lips," that he opened his mouth and spake. Listen to the deep 
sigh of Jeremiah, as it comes from a timid and tender heart, "Ah, 
Lord God! behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child." "Then the Lord 
put forth His hand, and touched his mouth, and said, Behold, I have 
:put My wordi; in thy mouth." 

Thr,se are fittest fo he employed for God who are low in their own 
eves, and whose hearts have been made to feel keenly their own 
i~potency. The first Rtage towards doing anything in the ministry as 
a preacher mui;t he to kiss the feet of the Crucified qs a trembling but 
trusting sinill:r. It is when we have been macle to know our utter 
undonenebs, and have c:rir:d, "Woe iR me!" that tho Spirit of God 
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comos o.nd puts i;t"Tnco into our soul, and power into our speech. H,, 
who preaches without o. special unction from the Holy Spirit bas nr, 
soul-tone which is adapted to the hearts of bis bearers. "A man c,f 
unclean lip11 '' cannot become e. missionary to " a people of unclean 
lips " until his own heart is renewed, for God never gives His Spirit 
to bless any other message than that which He sends His sanctified 
servants to deliver. 

The touch of the live altar-coal must first affect our heart, in takinz 
away uur iniquity and purging our sin, and then we can "go and tell 
the people" the message of Goel. The man who fully receives the 
Holy Ghost must and will and does, in fact, become emancipated from 
the fear of man, and from dependence on his own resources. The 
profound sense of God is with him ; and it gives him a grand indepr,n
dence and tender sympathy, and saves him from toadying and mock 
humility. The God-appointed and God-anointed minister is infinitely 
removed from all self-complacency and from all conceit, because he 
intelligently and decisively places himself at the disposal of the Holy 
Ghost. This is what has been characterized as "the rest of faith," 
aud may be illustrated by the familiar sight of a beautiful and swift
winged bird assuming to balance himself upon a slender stalk of grain, 
buoyant, jubilant, and quivering with life. What holds him thus 
exalted? What makes the little thing so bewitching, fascinating the 
eye of the beholder? It is not the frail straw, which finds its feeble 
strength taxed already in up-bearing the "full corn in the ear," th:it 
supports his extra weight ; nor ca.n it be alone the delicate and vigorous 
wings which seem to be largely responsible for the melody-producing air 
that inflates the songster's breast. It is the will of God, sweetly co
ordinating all laws within and without that regulate a.nd modify the 
buoyant and beautiful life. To the speaker who is nourished by the 

• strength of God in his own heart, there is given a transcendent powe::
to attract and bless those to whom he is Divinely sent, and a super
natural force will enable him to poise himself upon the Word of God, 
with a trustfulness which shall cause the people to wonder from whence 
he gathors his soul-inspiring ministries. The fountain of his soul is 
fed by the never-failing springs which rise beneath, and proceed from. 
the throne of God, and the river!! of gracious language flow with 
rippling cadence over sanctified lips. The heart has become a well of 
living water, bubbling and bursting forth like the sudden uprising of 
a giant geyser, the streams of fervent utterance pouring forth in torrents 
of heated eloquence from the deep furnaces of the soul's enthusiasm. 
The altar fires ha,e been kindled within, until their burning blazes 
forth, and the glow is felt in every word the preacher speaks. The 
message that God gives must be spoken. It is a fire in the bone:5. a 
"Woe is me!'' in the heart. Such a man can do nothing else but 
preach, for he says with Jeremiah, " His Word was in mine heart as 
a burning lire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing·. 
und I could not stay." 

" This is wb1Lt makes him the aoul-savin~ preaoher,-
There's a baokgrouud of God to eaoh hard-working feature ; 
Every word th1Lt he apeBks has boen fierily fum1Lc0d 
In " bl11st of a life which hl\s struggled in earnest." 
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Reality of soul strives after genuineness of spoech, and it is ever 
out of the abundance of II purified heart that tho mouth speaks words 
of truth and holiness. Speech has its best growth and safeguard in 
the sanctified and spiritual nature of the preacher. Holy thought 
and supplir.ation lead him to meditation ; and as he muses, the fire 
burns in his soul, and glows till it inflames his whole being. From 
sur.h musing he will c-ome to 11rear.hing as the only outlet for deep 
and sacred utterance from his charged spirit. Such cogitation begets 
soul agitation. All pulpit freshness springs from that deep, holy 
feeling and thought, which pervade a preacher's spirit through and 
through. You cannot strike home to any man's heart without striking 
home from your own. Sacred soul-fires are the only flames which really 
keep a preacher warm. Fuel of idea from the intellect, and burning 
love from the heart, allied to the holy fire of Divine inspiration, will 
maintain everything around glowing and alive; and thus every 
discourse will become a real message of God burning in the heart, 
and throbbing on the tongue! The sphere of true Christian power is 
the heart. and that power which cleanses the heart and produces holy 
living is the power of the Holy Ghost; and this power is also the 
" tongue of fire." 

There is a fire of God that every saint must experience, which shall 
kindle and glow through and around every leaf, twig, and branch of 
his nature, until, like the bush which burned and yet was not con
sumed, he becomes the exponent of God's indwelling glory. We are 
to be furnaces ourselves, charged with holy fuel, and then shall we 
know what fire can do in the lives of others. The gospel becomes 
glorious in strength because the speaker has himself believed it with 
his whole heart, and his earnestness in proclaiming it is the more 
fervid because he has felt its quickening power in his own soul. There 
will be no air of abstraction or introspection, no far-away loo"k or 
tone ; speech will leap forth with that directness and intentness of 
aim which are born of the inward glow and vividness of truth. Facts 
will not be uttered like fiction, but with the earnestness of conviction. 
It is only fire that can kindle fire, and none can resist the charm of a 
preacher who gives soul-sermons,-speaking right out in manly, 
simple directness ; who fires himself in his speech with costly self
exh.austion. Such flames are quickly fed and kept alight from the 
altar fires. 

"These, my friends," Charles Kingsley would often say, '' are real 
thoughts." God had pencilled them on his mind, portrayed them on 
hi.B heart, and the Spirit had produced them from Lis lips. If the 
fire is brought from the right place to the right place, we need not ·fear 
about our success. . Having experienced what it can do to our inmost 
spirits, notwithstanding the opposition it met with, we shall be assured 
that it will burn on, though Satan himself should strive to quench it. 
The world's gas-fires are regulated by taps, and they can be turned 
out at will, needing a fresh match to be struck to rekindle them. 
Such is the hypocritical preaching when the speaker has no interest 
in, or conviction of, the truth he proclaims. The real coal-fires which 
never go out are those which burn in a heart that has understood the 
doctrines of grace, and believed the gospel. We must have o. personal 
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vision of truth, not merely as a rational conclusion, but burnt into our 
hearts by a. profound conviction as vividly real as a. live coal. The 
prophet had to eat the roll before he could give it to others. A 
burning heart will soon find for itself a flaming tongue. As the 
music of the minstrel found the imprisoned king, because the melody 
'1'!"0.S one of his lord's composing, so the experimental preachinc, of the 
gospel finds the soul long shut in the hopelessness of sin, and" fetches 
therefrom a response of recognition to the Divine truthfulness of the 
Word. 

He who has experienced the presence of the Divine Spirit in 
his soul, is set on fire by the Spirit to serve the Living God. It is the 
.nature of fire to enkindle. Through the fire of the Holy Ghost, the 
old man in his corruptions and lusts is gradually consumed. Hours 
will come in which the believing soul sees to its joy how Christ has 
become a living factor and force in its existence ; and this fire will 
grow and increase, and e,en become a flame of holy love, a blessed 
consciousness and conviction of grace, a powerful agent to prove our 
love to God and man, an incentive to prayer and praise, a warming 
strength to the soul, enabling it to do deeds of mercy and live a life of 
self-denial; and this fire gives us a glorious light within, even if all 
.around us seems dark. 

If anywhere in the realm of utterance gifts and graces are needed, 
it is in the declaration of the supreme message which is the expression 
of the Divine mind. Since it bath pleased God to choose the ,ehicle 
of human speech to convey to man His sublime thoughts, it behoves 
us who nre preachers to seek steeds of fire to draw the chariots of the 
gospel forth laden with living truths until "they shall run like 
lightnings." God's mandate is not to be delivered with marble lips; 
it must not drop from an icy tongue. Frigid tones and frozen words 
ill become the bearers of glad tidings. Rather let the Divine flame of 
God-like passion burn within our souls, and blaze upon our lips. 
There is an imperative call for a generation of ministers into whose 
souls the Holy Spirit shall burn the great forgotten truths of sin and 
.salvation; and whose lips He shall touch with the live coal. Souls 
on fire with the love of Christ aud a lost world, and with a conscious 
sense of their mission from God, will develop, along with moral and 
.spiritual power, the intellectual vigour, and heated utterance, for the 
want of which the progress of Christianity languishes and loiters. 
There is needed a new baptism of the Holy Ghost, for he who expects 
to put forth power must have a plenitude of power at command. 
How can a minister mnster men of vehement and palpitating passions, 
if he be utterly destitute of a fiery and eruptive life? If, therefore, 
we would have our soul surcharged with the fire of God, so that those 
with whom we come in contact may feel the mysterious influence, we 
must come to the Source of that fire. Have you never seen a person 
.surcharged with electricity ? He is made to stand upon a stool 
insulated from the on1-th by menus 0£ glass legs, and then the 
.subtle firo 1s passed imisibly into his bo<ly. Come near nud 
touch him, and at once n spn.rk leaps out towards you. It is becrrnse 
110 is thus i~olnted that he receives and retains the 0lectricitv. Thus 
must the miuister of the gospol onjoy that u1rnrtuess from the WLn-1-1 
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which shall cause him to be the willing receptaclo of Divine inspira
tion, and the ready communicator of that power to others. 

If the "Prince of preachers " found it good to be alone on tho 
mountain-top beneath the midnight sky, and, by tho fervour of His 
prayer, gained force for the fulfilment of His mission among the sons 
of men, how much more shall we need to withdraw in prayer from 
the busy scenes of our pastorates, in order that we may draw down 
from Hea,en the strength needed for our service. Every moment 
spent in real prayer is a moment spent in replonishing the fire of God 
within the soul. Let us therefore wait to be "endued with power from 
on high," to be "baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire.» 
Bernard used to say, "I long to be a flame of fire continually glowing 
for the sernce of the Church, preaching to my_latest hour." It is only 
as the mighty promise is fulfilled in us, " I will make My words in 
thy mouth-fire,'' that we can become as " His ministers a flaming 
fire." Augustino's prayer may well be ours, "0 fire, thou art always 
burning, and ne,er quenched; kindle me! 0 light, always shining, 
and newr darkened ; enlighten me! " Do we shrink from the 
application of the "live coal" ? Then is there the more need of it . 
.A.re we afraid of the fire because of the dross that dwells within, and 
the chaff which remains? Then is there the greater necessity that it 
should be sent to consume the refuse and rubbish of sin and self. \Vhat 
we must have, brethren, is a filling of the Holy Ghost. " That ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God,"-is that a prayer at which 
we falter ? When Paul had uttered this petition, perhaps he felt the 
same as we do now. How did he meet his temerity? Reviewing his 
supplication, and remembering his Almighty King, he breaks out, 
"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end ; " for " God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work." So will we "trust, and not 
be afraid.'' 

Thus we ha,e endeavoured to show the direct connection which 
exists between God-touched hearts and God-touched lips. 

In the next place, let us note the symbol chosen to set forth tlte power 
communicated to the preacher. It is described as "a live coal from the 
altar." The Blessed Spirit in the Word is as fire. How unmistakable 
is the gift of fire ! What a reality, what a vitality, what a sweeping 
and resistlese strength resides in that element of fire ! How it spreads, 
and glows, and rages, and devours ! How it strides from point to point~ 
from wood to stone, from gallery to wall, from floor to tower, licking, 
and devouring, and consuming, while a whole population cow~rs before 
it, and can only stand idly by, beholding and weeping over its work ! 
Now, Divinely-inspired truth is a live coal; not merely a namo, D;Ot 
simply an idea, not a poor, faint, creeping thing which may _be dis
regarded and let alone, because at any moment human exert10n can 
interpose and put it down ; but a groat, an active, a domineering a~d 
irresistible force, against which all the skill and all the. str?ngth m 
the world are as powerless as an infant's touch. The kmdling fuel 
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which is applied to the hearts and lips of God's ministers iR all afire, 
a mass of vehement heat, aq coals of juniper. It is no dead or dor
mant gospel we have to recE<ive nnd deliver, but one ablaze with the 
glow of grace and glare of glory. It is a live coal from off the altar 
that must put life into us ; so lot us beware lest a strange fire be 
applied by an angel other than a !!eraph, or lest we make an incense 
of our own, and light it at the <:ommon fires of the world's kindling. 
Goethe says, " There are many ee;hoes in the world, but few voices; " 
make sure, therefore, you hear the ono Great Voie;e that speaks with 
authority. There are many so-called gospels, but only one true 
gospel; be certain, therefore, that the coal laid upon your lips is a 
Divine anthracite taken from the altars of God, and not the bitumin
ous compounds of earthly errors and the doctrines of devils. It is 
all-important that we make ourselves sure of the source of our 
inspiration, and also of the Word of Life which we hold forth. Woe 
be to those who act the part of false coast-guards, and erect beacons 
along the rock-bound shore, only to light them in the darkness so that 
mariners may be spoiled and souls wrecked! Let not the fickle igni,; 
Jatuus, which is born amid the miasmas of the world's murksome 
superstition and sin's Cimmerian darkness, be mistaken for the lambent 
flame which lives perpetu.1lly on the Saviour's shrine, and leaps forth 
from the censer of the Great High Priest. 

The place of origin of this live coal is distinctly stated, "from off 
the altar." We cannot be sure which altar is here meant. Perhaps 
the record is indefinite so that we may understand that both the altar 
of burnt-offering and the altar of incense are intended. Dr. James 
Fleming, in Tlte Gospel £n Levi"ti"cus, thus describes the altar of burnt
offering :-

" The altar of brass, on which every sacrifice was to be offered, 
formed a conspicuous and important part of the furniture of the 
Tabernacle. It was the meeting-place of God and man. There, 
the sinner approached with his oblations the All-Holy, and found on 
the blood-sprinkled ground on which he stood, acceptance for himself 
and for what he brought. He saw the life he offered, in lieu of his 
own forfeited one, received; the sius he confessed, forgiven; and the 
blessings he solicited, conferred; and returned to his place in the camp 
e. relieved and grateful mau. On that altnr a fire was alwa:n burning, 
which had been kindled in the first instance by a flash of tie.me from 
the innermost sanctuary, and which was ever feeding on the body of 
a lamb; for every morning, at nine o'clock, a 111.mb, which had beeu 
previously inspected, and pronounced free from blemish, was-after 
being killed and flayed, divided into pieces, and sprinkled with salt,
committed to it. The sacrifice was repeated every afternoon, at three 
o'clock, after much the same manner. The Sabbath, however, 
witnessed a difference. From being specially sacred to the Lord, 
affording opportunities to men for worship beyond any other of the 
days of the week, and a type of the rest whie;h remnineth for the 
people of God, and where Divine thiugs will be for more highly appre
ciated than here, its sacrifices were required to be doubled. The tit1.me 
that issued from the Holy of Holies, and lit the fire which was ueYer 
afterwards allowed to go out, would, as the symbol aud energy of the 
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Divine righteousness, have smitten with death the guilty congregation 
beyond the court~ had not a lamb on the brazen altar stopped andsati8. 

fit"'d it. By no Levitical rite or service was Christ, as ' the Lo.mb of 
G·od,' more perfectly represented, or more fully and beautifully typi
fied, than by the daily sacrifice. It significantly prefigured Him in 
His death, the satisfaction He yielded to the Father, aud His inter
cession on behalf of men." 

The altar of incense stood before the mercJ'•sent, in front of the veil 
in the sanctuary. The incense was of special composition, lighted by 
fire, as it.s name indicates-that which is set on fire,-from the brazen 
alt.ar. Mark the oonnection here. It is the same fire. No blood 
toncbeu it, save that of the sin-offering which was annuo.lly put on its 
~orners t~ make_ atone~ent. It SJ:mbolized the pleasing and prevailing 
mtercess10n which Christ makes m Heaven, grounded upon the merits 
and satisfaction of His sacrifice, and upon which we are to depend for 
areeptance and the blessing of God. I know of no truths so full of 
power t-0 ignite and to keep burning the fires of pure and true 
eloquence as those that set forth the sacrificial work and intercessory 
service of our adorable Redeemer. This Theology is the Thermology 
of the heart. A sacred combustion is the result when, by the Spirit's 
power, the word of the Cross transmits its heat to the fireplace of a 
regenerate nature. Then it is our mouths become athanors, and our 
lips braziers, and every word incandescent. If we would set on fire 
the stubble of modern scepticism, and consume the wood and hay of 
human dogmas, let us apply the embers which glow upon the Cross, as 
the ne,er-dying remnants of that glorious sacrifice which was offered 
lor our sins. 

One cannot specify all the live coals which burn upon the altar; but 
this we will say, that the more we feel the corruption of our heart, 
the more shall we preach the doctrine of the total depravity of man, 
and the consequent necessity of regeneration, The soul-saving 
doctrines of the Atonement, of justification by faith, and the final 
perse.erance of all God's elect, arc all truths which cluster round the 
altars of burnt-offering and of incense; and let a minister have the 
lin.ng truth of God-brought straight from the flaming sacrifice itself,
put into his heart, and laid upon his lip, then shall the congregation 
know and feel the unc:tion he has received, by the power of it in their 
hearts also. 

Our case is very similar to that of the prophet. The people to whom 
he was called to preach had greatly wandered from God, and given 
theIIU1elves over to all manner of iniquity. They were eagerly set upon 
sin, and violent in their evil pursuits. As cattle put themselves to the 
strain and the traces to the stretch when drawing in a team, so for the 
gratifying of their individual appetites, and to humour some base lust, 
they took pains to transgress, and Isaiah had to testify against such, 
"Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as 
it were with a cart rope." Moreover, they wilfully confounded virtue 
.and vice,-calling drunkenness, good fellowship; covetousness, wise 
husbandry; seriousness, ill-nature; and sobriety, ill-breeding. Added 
to tLir; was an arrant pride which made them think that they cou~d 
;Jutwit fofiuite Wisdom, and countermine Providence itself. Thall' 
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judges perverted justice, their rulers ignored tha law::, of equity. 
Rewards and bribes carried the cause, and tip::, and fees covered the 
counsel's cm1ts of the bDF1ast criminal. Therefore the angar r>f the 
Lord was kindled against His people, and as fire devoureth the l'ltubbla, 
and the flame consumeth the chaff, so did His wrath take v,;ngeance 
upon them. Without taking a too pessimistic view of our time!'I, may 
I not compare them very justly to the foregoing epitome of crime, and 
say that fire is as much needed to-day as a powerful abstergent as in 
the days or Israel's seer? Of this I am certain, that the callous care
lessness, the deliberate debauchery, the Sultanic (which is a synonym 
£or Satanic) sinfulness, and the gross guilt of this age will never he 
cleansed by any other means than the preaching of Christ crucified. 
We must find fire from His substitutionary sacrifice, and use none 
other than that which comes from the altar of Calvary. Our prayers 
must be fused by the heat of His mediation, and then the incense will 
be acceptable, and answers of pardon will be given. Ceremonialist3 
and sacramentarians may rear their altars in the groves of Latitudin
arianism, and cause their children to pass through the fires unto the 
nineteenth century Moloch of Rationalism ; but the nations will not be 
purified by these unrighteous rites. Rome may even spend a fortune 
in lighting a multitude of tapers (although her tax on Ritualistic wax 
is surely already heavy enough) ; she may kindle piles of aromatic 
dust, but the aggregate illumination will hardly be a twinkle of 
brightness in the dense darkness of the superstition that has fallen 
upon the people, and the odour will only add to the ill-savour of their 
UI1holy deeds, which is already an abomination unto God. Xo friar's 
lantern, with its guttering candle of good works, can afford illumina
tion sufficient for the cleansing of this world's Augean stable, even if 
a tide of morality could rise and rush through every grade of society. 
What is needed is a flood of light which betokens a deluge of fire, 
overwhelming, consuming, cleansing; and such a torrent of burning 
lava is latent within the finished sacrifice of Christ. Oh, to get the 
spark which may fire this glorious magazine ! Oh, for the power to 
open the sluices so that the fire-ducts may be filled! Oh, for the 
moment when the furnaces shall· be tapped, and the molten metal flow, 
11.nd all sin shall be slain-like the soldiers of the idol-making king,
by a spark of the fire! 

" SeA how great a flame aspire~, 
Kindled by a spark of grace ! 

J tlsu's love the nations fire~, 
Sets the kingdoms on a blaze : 

To bring fire on earth He came, 
Kindled in some hearts it i~: 

Oh, that nll might cateh the fl.amP, 
All partake the glorious bliss ! " 

Brethren, let us still be the linkmen of the Christ oI God, and light 
our torchos at the altar of lmmu.nuel. 

This lPacls me to another point-namely, that tlid "lire co,1l ji-0111 ,~tl' 
the altar" -i., designtd to to11cli our lips, so tli11t 1cd may spt'ak b1w11i11g rcvrds 
and utter fiery truths. 
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Our belO\-ed College has always been pro-eminent in eonding forth 
Jil"Mehrr.~. The academieal honom·s which render famous some of our 
brethren, are ample proof that the training received within the wa.lls 
of this Institution is sufficient to place our men in the front rank of 
scholars if they are ambitious to acquire such distinction. From an 
educational point of ,iew, our studies a1·e no child's play, and the 
knowledge acquired is not of a second-rate quality. Thus spake our 
now glorified President:-" The College aims at training preachers 
rather than scholars. To develop tho faculty of ready speech, to help 
them to understand the \\• ord of God, and to foster the spirit of con
secration, courage, and confidence in God, are objects so important that 
we put all other matters into a secondary position. If a student should 
learn a thousand things, and yet fail to preach the gospel acceptably, 
his College course will ha,e missed its true design. Should the 
pursuit of literary prizes and the ambition for classical honours so 
occupy his mind as to divert his attention from his life-work, they are 
perilous rather than beneficial." 

A.nd that which characterized our student days must continue 
throughout our ministerial career. Mental training and moral 
culture are not antagonistic to earnest preaching; nay, rather, they 
are ,aluable allies when moved by the Holy Ghost in His service. It 
is a false charge which is levelled against the Pastors' College by 
so!.le who, I fear, make the wish the father to the thought, that "our 
men " are illiterate ; and I, for one, never hesitate to meet the calumny 
with a ngorous denial We are not ashamed, but rather glory in the 
fact, and feel proud to own it, too, that many of those who have gone 
forth from our ranks into the field of service were capable of attaining 
a high degree, but cheerfully sacrificed the dignity of scholarship for 
the humbler yet truer nobility of being simple preachers of the gospel 
We are no sect of Cynics who pride ourselves on our contempt of 
riches, arts, sciences, and amusements, and play the role of Diogenes 
in praising a merely vulgar barrel-top oratory. We believe that the 
culture of the heart must predominate the education of the head; 
and that, where both exist, the preacher will possess the tongue of 
the learned. 

Can any quality of scholarship, or quantity of teaching, make men 
" sufficient" for such a holy calling as the ministry of the gospel ? 
Well may the apostle ask, " Who is competent for these things ? " 
And the reply is not a vague one, " Our competency is of God, who 
hath made us competent as ministers of the new Covenant." The 
question naturally arises in one's mind, "And how is this competency 
of speech to be obtained?" The secret is the knowledge of the glory 
of God imparted by a direct communication through the agency of 
the Holy Ghost,-a Heavenly operation on the heart and tongue. 
That broken piece of glass lying on the voldt, when shone upon br the 
sun, so concentrates its rays, that before long the country round 1s all 
ablaze, and each burning blade of grass becomes a torch to kindle its 
fellows, and so the conflagration spreads. Heaven provides the 
kind.ling power, and earth furnishei, the fuel. So God can uso yo1;1r 
pure crystal life to focui, the gleams of His glorious grace until, 
through you the heat of Divine love shall set on fire a thousand 
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hearts, each word becoming a Rpark to burn within the bre!l,8t of your 
hearers. The " live coal " is God-sent ; the "touched lips " are the, 
human altars for the sacred fire; and though the stones thereof he 
rough-hown and unshapely, the Lord will not despise the sacrifice. 
What God desires in those whom _He places in trust with the gospel, is 
not so much that they shall be polished and educated gentlemen, as that 
they shall be pious and earnest preachers. Men with dean lips are 
preferred to men with clever brains. The nimbus qf the head must 
be the reflection of the halo of the heart. The student who hails 
from the School of God, and has gained the secret of fellowship 
with the Eternal, shall outshine in oratory the one who has learned 
his elocution from a professor. The former has the reality, while the 
other has the representation, of fire. Oh, how grandly and glowingly 
a man speaks when he feels the burning power of the truth, not only 
in his inmost soul, but on the very lip with which he is speaking ! 
What a quivering there is in his utterance, a tremulousness in his 
every tone! The whole body shakes under the soul-quake within. 
Never shall I forget how dear Brother Anderson exemplified this fact 
when he read a paper at the Conference. It was more than mere 
physical emotion ; it was spiritual inspiration. The live coal had 
touched both heart and lips ! 

That which was ordinary in the Spirit's promptings at Pentecost, 
and which was repeated all through the preaching of the apostles, 
continues with the Spirit's ministers to this d~y ; and continues so 
markedly that it is no less your privilege than it was Paul's, to 
preach with the Holy Spirit sent down from Heaven, and to say with 
him, " My speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words 
of man's wisdom, but with demoustration of the Spirit and of power ; 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God." 

Om Lord selected fishermen for apostles. They were only rough 
seafaring men, hardly knowing how to speak their mother-tongue 
correctly. Their principal spokesman could not disguise his provincial 
brogue from a saucy servant girl, who very readily detected his 
uncouth Galilean accent. These deficiencies and difficulties of the 
fishermen were overcome, however, on the Day of Pentecost, at the 
initial stage of their mission, by the gift of tongues. A lengthy life
time would have been hardly sufficient for the sharpest-witted of them 
to have mastered the grammar and vocabulary of tho nations whose 
representatives gathered on that memorable occasion. A miracle in 
the linguistic world was needful to clear a channel for the new 
religion to the hearts of men; and the gospel would ha,e met its 
doom if the Spirit by this one act had not opened up a way for its 
preaching "to every nation under Heaven." The Holy Ghost began 
His reign by a coronation. The flame-crown which sat upon the 
head of the disciples wo.s forked like n. tongue, and cleft in the cenfre, 
indicating tho.t it was the one and self-s11.me Spirit, yet manifest in a 
manifold manner. Thus the heralds of mercy spake foreign lnugtmges 
in the very patois of tho country-folks assembled, ns fluently ns they 
had thoir native dinloct by the sen.-shorE'. 

William Arthui· wdl depicts tho result of this touching lll the lips 



394 GOD-TOUCRED LIPS. 

mtl1 a lini co,,l from off the altar, as he describes the npostlo preach
ing to the multitude:-

" Peter had no tongue of silver, no tongue of honey, no soothing 
flett£>ring spC'ech to allay the prejudices nnd to captivate the passion~ 
of the multitude. Nor had he a tongue of thunder; no outbursts of 
natiw eloquence distinguished his discourse. Indeed, some, if they 
had heard that discourse from ordinary lips, would not have hesitated 
to pronounce it dry,-some of a class, too numerous, who do not like 
preachers who put them to the trouble of thinking, but enjoy only 
those who regale their fancy, or move their feelings without requiring 
any labour of thought. Pater's sermon is no more than quoting 
passages from the Word of God, and reasoning upon them; yet, as 
in this strain he proceeds, the tongue of fire by degrees burns its way 
to the feelings of the multitude. The murmur gradually subsides • 
the mob becomes a congregation; the voice of the fisherman sweep~ 
from end to end of that multitude, unbroken by a single sound; and 
as the words rush on, they act like a stream of fire. Now one coating 
of prejudice which covered the feelings is burned, and rends away; 
now another and another; now the fire touches the inmost covering of 
prejudice, which lay close upon the heart, and it, too, gives way. 
X ow it touches the quick, and burns the very soul of the man! 
Presently, you might think that in that throng there was but one 
mind, that of the preacher, which had multiplied itself, had possessed 
itself of thousands of hearts, and thousands of frames, and was 
pouring its own thoughts through them all. At length, shame, and 
tears, and sobs overspread that whole assembly. Here, a head bows; 
there, starts a groan ; yonder, rises a deep sigh ; here, tears are 
falling; and some stern old Jew, who will neither bow nor weep, 
trembles mth the effort to keep himself still. At length, from the 
depth of the crowd, the voice of the preacher is crossed by a cry, as if 
one was 'mourning for his only son ; ' and it is answered by a cry, as 
if one -was 'in bitterness for his first-born.' At this cry the whole 
multitude is carried away, and forgetful of everything but the over
whelming feeling of the moment, they exclaim, 'Men and brethren, 
what must we do?' " Would God we might see the like again! 

Freedom of speech is one of the blessed fruits of having your lips 
touched ; and with it comes fervency of utterance. We have the 
examples of Paul, of John, and of Peter. Consuming energy pos
sessed their souls; in the whole range of the world's history there are 
not found men so wonderfully earnest and fervent in speech. Their 
intense zeal was such that we declare they were super-humanly en
dowed. The very reading of their utterances stirs to greater fervency 
of spirit. Jesus left us an example that in all things we shou~d follow 
His steps. His earthly life was marked by the fervency of His words, 
as well as the zeal of His works. It was so great that He could say, 
"The zeal of Thine house bath eaten Me up." Here was intense 
ardour in the seeking of God's glory, both by lip and life, which 
bee;ame a consuming fire. The mighty nature of Jesus was being 
devoured by the eagerness of His ministry. This was so strong in our 
Saviour that He forgot to take necessary food. Sublime forget~ul
nese: Divine I:'.lemory of Divine service producing consummg 
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ardency! Thus the man who feels within himF1elf the consumin'r 
force of a. great principle is ardent, and consequently fervent in !lpeech. 
The Christian preacher Fihould be a molten miniF1ter,-a man of mettle, 
not a metal man,-the fire glowing within, and irradiating from his 
lips and illuminating the circle he fills. Let us be more concerned 
about being ardent than admired. We need still the "tongue c,f fire " 
as the crowning power of the messengers of God. 

The eloquence of a certain famous lawyer is thus portrayed:
" Short, sharp, shattering- words rattled like volleys before and after 
resounding sentences. Language leaped on his lips. Images, delicate, 
homely, startling, blazed upon his pictured words. The common 
court-room became a scene of the most astonishing intellectual action. 
The judge looked at him as he might have looked at the firm-set 
heavens, glittering with meteors. The farmers, mechanics, traders, on 
the jury were seized, swept forward, stormed upon, with an utterance 
80 unbounded in variety and energy, sometimes so pathetic, sometimes 
so quaint, sometimes so grotesque, always so controlling and im
pellent, as only his hearers ever had heard. The velocity of his 
speech was almost unparalleled, yet the poise of his mind was as 
undisturbed as that of the planet." I do not say that this is a perfect 
pattern by any means, but at least the fervency of his utterance might 
be imitated to advantage. If we are to meet and overcome the cold 
indifferentism which unmistakably is freezing the spirit of the people, 
if we are to protect the churches from the numbing influence of doubt 
which is settling upon them, and save ourselves from being frost
bitten by a sad despair, we must maintain the holy fires within, and 
speak the truth 'with the fervour of faith. God help us both to feed 
and fan the flame ! 

Permit one closing word. If God touch our lips, there will also be 
a fearlessness about our utterance. Fire fears no foe. Moses faces 
Pharaoh, and, without flinching, flings down the gauntlet in God's 
name. God had promised to be mouth, matter, and wisdom to him. 
Elijah, single-handed, stands up against the Baalites, and, undaunted. 
challenges their false deity. Jehovah was going to defeat the priestly 
host by fire. Paul is calm while Felix trembles. Chrysostom, "th~ 
golden-mouthed," caused the masses to yield to the gospel's over
whelming influence, as he swayed the minds of his hearers like a gale 
the trees of a forest. Luther defies prelates, pontiffs, and the Pope 
himself. Knox, in violent earnestness, utters the terrors of the law in 
the ears of royalty. Whitefield and Wesley a.rouse millions from their 
moral stupor by their fiery-tongued proclamation of the gospel. .\nd 
what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Guthrie, 
e.nd of Baxter, and of Stoner, e.nd of Jay, of Dawson also, e.nd 
Spurgeon, and of the Pastors' College men. Blessed be God that, in 
the midst of so many pulpits which are filled with those who pander 
to the taste of the times, there aro still many more in which the 
"legates of the skies" fearlessly stand to proclaim " the whole counsel 
of God." Alas! that by so many, a sinewless and soulless gospel is. 
presented, e. sort of rose-water moral code, instead of the dynamic 
of Pentecostal force,-tho scathing, scorching, sanctifying tire of 
truth. 
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'' Mere ,erbal poultices" can never heal the wounds that sin has 
made; " mere sickly fluidities" cannot cleanse the deep-dyed crimson 
tst.ains of the human heart. No amount of "mere hysteric gush" can 
l,ring C'onviction and conversion to unregenerate souls. This is false 
fire, and it can ne,er take the place of the live coal for the touching of 
the lips of C'md's preachers. Many lips seem to have beau touched with 
hone~-, and their fastidious talk about sweetness, light, learning, the 
beauties of nature, art, music, culture-(! 11m afraid I do -not 
pronounce this rightly, cul-ch1uc,)-is the only answer they have to 
the ts0nl-cry of sin-stricken humanity. They are endeavouring to 
cure a cancer on the vitals by showering fragrant lotions upon the 
bod:'-- Their oratory is as the Norther!i Lights, iridescent with 
beauty, but hentless, so that the polar regions remain ice-bound, and 
hearts abide unchanged. Like artillery-men working heavy guns, but 
with a perfumed powder and balls of frozen honey, these so-called 
" soldiers of the Cross" play at war after the fashion of little children 
with their tin regiments and pea-shooters. Oh, for an end to this 
mocker_,: Fearlessly let us fire live shells and filled bombs into the 
midst of our hearers, and deal with the facts of truths as certainties, 
and not as if all doctrine was the guessing of religious thinkers, or the 
juggling of ministerial conjurors ! We must preach" the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin," however distasteful it is to the sinner, whether he 
be clad in cloth or corduroy. Without 'bating one jot or tittle, we 
must faithfully warn men to flee from the wrath to come, and tell them 
that a real hell awaits them if they repent not. Fear not to preach the 
Blood,-the all-atoning Sacrifice,-the Cross,-the Crucified. Hold 
not back in denouncing every form of iniquity, whether it be found in 
the courts of princes or in the courts of poverty. Cry aloud, and spare 
not, lift up thy voice with strength on behalf of oppressed humanity, 
whether they be quarrymen or Cretans. Let the Spirit of the 
Emancipator unloose your tongue and fire your heart in. protecting 
the persecuted, and pleading for the poor; and give love ample scope 
to flame when telling the perishing of a Saviour's power to save, 
Brethren, ours is a noble calling, let us anew consecrate ourselvos 
to it. 

"By weake11t ministers, the Almighty thus 
Makes known His sacred will, and shows His power : 
By Him inspired, they speak with urgent tongue 
Authoritative, whilBt the illumined breast 
Heaves with unwonted strength; high as their theme, 
Their greo.t conceptions rise in rapturous flow, 
As quick the ready organs catch the thought, 
And, in such strains as science could not teach, 
Bear it, in all its radiance, to the heart ; 
The listening throng there feels its bless'd effect, 
And deep conviction glows in every breast. 
The live altar-coal is le.id upon the lip, 
The htart takes fire, and every word inspires." 
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VII.-A PREACHEn's Mom1AY. 

A CLOUDLESS sky, with only a ripple of breeze,-a. .July sun, 
and a morning walk of miles ;-not, however, through the 

straggling streets of the poor, where often open doors reveal the un
cleared breakfast cloth pushed up to make way for a wash-hand 
basin, from whence half a dozen children in tum make an elementary 
acquaintance with soap and water ere they go ehewhere to imbibe 
the elements of knowledge ;-neither pass we through the pretentious 
monotony of "suburbanity." We walk up leafy ways, then along 
ripening corn.fields, and under occasional trees, beneath which we 
pause to get breath after a steady climb. Here, we lift our hat to let 
what breeze there is get through what hair there is ; and then, grate
fully, if not gracefully, drop on the grass, and blink away at the 
valley sleeping face upward under the blazing sun. 

But the end is not yet. Our goal is the meeting of the Ministers' 
Fraternal, held that day far up where the heights spread out in a 
delicious table-land of gorse-covered turf. The little party of per
spiring preachers help one another up from their couch of grass, 
laugh, and go forward. Nothing original is to be expected from 
ministers on a Monday. The only remark at all calculated to excite 
sympathetic attention was uttered by the philosopher of the company, 
when he exclaimed, "It's terribly hot." 

At length, the fields end in park-like grounds, and these border on 
a Common lying out of the truck of trippers, where the turf is only 
trodden by village swains, or by the few who care to take the trouble 
to track Nature to her hiding-places. It is here that the blue harebell 
swings to the touch of the breeze, and the wind-flowers toss their 
cups. It is here that the heather blossoms, and many e. tiny herb distils 
in morning and evening hour. Here, in the Spring, the gorse covers 
the land with gold ; and here, in Autumn, the bracken turns to bronze, 
and the tall junipers carry clusters of blue berries rich in misty 
bloom. 

It will be well to leave the no.me of this lovely locality to conjecture, 
for there are so many catering confectioners abroad in these days. Of 
course, the Editor can keep a secret; for, like the Egyptian Sphinx, 
he can look volumes, and so.y nothing ! 

But the Common! Those "Mondayish" preachers complained that 
we did not lead them by a straight path to the house of their friend. 
How out-of-place were their murmurings, will appear when we say that 
we took them through high ferns, along narrow ways flanked. with 
junipers in dark uniforms, which seemed as a guard of honour 
provided by the King; then across open ground whence young gorsl' 
was shooting ; 1tnd, anon, past dells of furze bushes, whose flowers had 
for the most part retired from business behind brown shutt<'n. 
Furthermore, we b1·ought those peregrino.tiug parsons bl'lll':Hh far
sproacling beeches, oncirclin<>' a dark pool, and undo:>r ~lllo:>mn pint>s. 
whose fallon needles made ~ soft nnd odorous cm·11c3t for tired ft>l't. 

2G 
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Yet ~hey chided ~1s-d!d those preac~ers out on a l\Iondny-for not 
kt'epmg to a straight lme. ,v e put m too many parentheses. The 
peripatetic parable was, like the long sermon, exhaustive. 

At last we arrived at the green gate of a white house facing the 
Common, and were greeted by the pastor who had invited us. Within, 
we found oth~r preachers, who had_ wheeled themselves along miles of 
dusty road with the_result_ that their own deacons would hardly have 
known them : nor did their faces bear any resemblance to those said 
to be--

.. Sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought.'' 

How the belongings to a room may help or hinder a happy frame of 
mind '. The proper furnishing of a house is an aid to morals. There 
would be fewer expletives if there were less crazy chairs. Some of 
these seem to ha,e been made by lunatics, and designed only to humble 
the unfortunate sitter. Nothing more demeans the dignity of Adam 
when he is well got-up, than to be ignominiously let down. And the 
attitudes struck by those who give way to fancy seats are only one 
degree less ridiculous than the giving way of fancy seats themselves. 
An obese friend flapping on a music-stool, a little fat man in a deck
recliner, and the " living skeleton" in a grandfather's easy-chair, 
remind one irresistibly of "freaks." Take care that you choose a 
chair consistent with your contour and constitution. This is a maxim 
for which your memory should provide a safe seat. 

The house into which we were ushered on "Fraternal Day'' con
tributed to our quiet. There was the wide hall, and then the low-ceiled 
room in which the brethren met,-so cool after the Common, so ease
gi"Ving, so refreshing were the tables set out with china bowls full of 
roses. So thirst-quenching, after the dusty way, was the plentiful 
supply of cooling drinks. Each man that came in was taken with the 
chanrui of a buxom jug which stood in the midst. That jug did little 
else than bow its respects; but curtseying to compliments is emptying 
work, and so the jug found it. 

We settled, at last, to the routine of our meeting,-doctors of 
dinnity, past and present, gracing our gathering from the walls. Our 
custom is, to pray for an hour. Such a hold had the Common on the 
minds of the men even in that shady, scented room, that it was agreed 
to do the business first, and then adjourn for our prayer-meeting 
beneath the great trees. 

We do a little business in our Fraternal, for we keep up a circu
lating library of considerable dimensions, part of which each of us 
carries from place to place, so that, coming and going, we are always 
weighted with what we may hope is Wisdom. When it comes to 
bearing three or four bulky volumes six or eight miles on a scorching 
July Monday, surely it will be allowed that our Fraternal _is not 
wanting in enthusiasm. We do not meet to smoke and crack Jokes: 
some attend who can do both, some do neither, and some do one of 
either. We gather from over a good deal of ground to look one an
other in the face, to say brotherly things, give brotherly advice, to 
put round our br.,oks, and to pray. Our time of prayer is held as sacred, 
and ii; never hurried, but often extended. So do we keep sweet. The 
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petty jealousies w~ich ':reek many socials find no plac?, nor iH there 
the harmful gossip which degrades much of club life. A quiet, 
helpful society is this band of brothers, with an influence which is 
at the same time both soothing and exhilarating. 

Anon, we quit the house for the Common. As we walk, our mind 
goes back to the times when we slowly paced the little sandy ways 
between the junipers with a white-haired minister, the predecessor of 
our host of the Fraternal. How have those days become by-gones '. 
They live in the memory, touched with the hallowed hues of de
partures and of the Life beyond. A singularity in his way was the 
ancient pastor. He liked the place and the people, but they revered 
him. Only his intimates knew how much he lived in the past, and 
among his books. A " :find " on a second-hand bookstall was more 
to him than the beauties of the heather, and the skeleton of a sermon 
than the discovery of a rare beetle. If we disturbed him, as he built 
up for our profit the structure of a discourse, to look upon some insect 
which our Bohemian eyes had spotted, he would give an unapprecia
tive sniff. When the Co=on basked in the sunshine, he would sit 
£or hours in his cool study facing the North. This room was the old 
man's sanctuary. In it were his treasured books, arranged in perfect 
order, for method was meat and drink to him. He kept all his affairs 
posted up so as to give his executors no trouble, for he was one who 
lived daily ready to depart. To be forward with his work, was a 
mania with him. It was curious to watch his thin fi.gure,-always cold 
even in hot July, yet ever hard at work,-may be, on a sermon that 
would not be wanted for six weeks to come. When he finally retired, 
one of his sorrows was that he had a sheaf of new sermons that he 
had never preached. 

His great recreation was a day among the London bookshops. 
"When he returned, he would tell you exultantly where he had picked 
up a missing volume of The Homilist, which just completed his set, or 
how he had unearthed a copy of " Sermons " supposed to be out of 
print. But you could not rouse him over the Common ! Peace to his 
memory! We loved him well His industry was a constant spur 
to us, and his conscientiousness ia little things a perpetual example. 
We never visit the locality without our eye wandering to a little 
churchyard carved out of the Co=on, just where the bosom of the 
moor swells upward as if yearning for the sky. Here the old past-0r 
sleeps in the embrace of the greensward. The lark soars from his 
nest in the heather into the unclouded sunlight ; and the soul of the 
faithful village preacher hath risen above all his limitations, to 
worship before " the King in His beauty," and to revel in " the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus" his Lord. 

But while we have been rapt in reverie, our party hRs reached the 
pines. Here, beneath the great trees oozing with resinous fre.granct>, 
we sing and pray. Now and then, a bird breaks in with its meed of 
praise. Other sound there is none, save of the summer breeze, like 
the lap of a slack tide. The dark evergreens which tower above us, 
ns if thoy would reach over all else to touch the skies, se£>m em
blomatio of our soaring spirits ; an.d the unclouded Hoo.van, bending 
till it appears to kiss the tall troo-tops, is as tht1 foco of the Fatht1r of 
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light.s_ greeting our uprising. So pray went noontide on theOommon, 
knt>ehng on the spent needles of the firs. The men who gather have 
known mR.lly sorrows. More than one has heard the voice,-" Son 
of man, ~ehold, I take away from ~hee. the desi!e of thine eyes with 
a i,troke. • More than o~e has a child 1n n foreign land. More than 
one ~-earns a.ft('r a vanished youth. More tho.n one listens for " a 
,oice that is still." The prayers a.re broken words; strange throbs 
choke the utterance; but we feel that" All's well," and we sing,-

" Peace ! perfect peace ! with loved ones far away P 
In Jesu's keeping we are safe, and they. 

" Peace ! perfect peace ! our future all unknown ? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne." 

So we sing, and the su:mmer breeze softly carries our song oYer the 
moorland. We stand while our host pronounces the Benediction, then 
wend our way back to the Manse, and, ere we leave, there is one who 
feels that he has taken part in a chapter of The Pilgrim's Progress 
and been entertained at the house of Gaiue. ' 

Jndian Jncirlenfa and Jltustratiomt 
X.-EvEN BB.A.HMANs BELIEVE. 

SOME years ago, the writer tried to answer, in the pages of the 
Sword and Trowel, the question, " What is a Brahman ? " A 

description was then translated from one of the Hindu sacred 
books:-" They are the religious teachers of all. When they are 
angry, they are like fue, like the sun, like a weapon. Neither the 
sun nor fue can reduce you to ashes like a Brahman's curse. They 
are the great ones, the fust-born, the fathers of the world. Kings 
worship them. Their words are more terrible than a thunderbolt, and 
their anger is unmerciful" The Brahmans call themselves "the 
twice-born," the caste that sprang from the mouth of Brahma, the 
priests of the people, the knowers , I' Brahma. There is no forgive
ness for the one who destroys a .orahman. Every record of their 
deeds preserved in the sacred books of India is intended to create in 
the minds of natives boundless fear of, and absolute submission to, 
the caste. 

In New Testament times, the question was asked concerning the 
Mestiiah, "Have any of the rulers .... believed on Him?'' 
And the same carping spirit queries to-day, "Have any of the 
Brahmans become Christ's followers ? " People seem to think that 
it would be a stigma on our Christian faith were we compelled to 
answer with a negative; but it would not really be so. To the 
Sudras, the gospel is preached more than to the Brahmans, because 
they are more in number, more easily accessible, more open to con
viction, and more readily led to confess their need. But among the 
Brahman priests also many have believed. They are found in every 
Christian community in India. They are living witnesses to the 
power of the gospel to overcome the most de.ring pride, the most 
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glarin~ self-righteousness, aD;d th~ most ancient ,mperstitions. No
where m the world, J?erhaps, 1s pnestcraft so rampant as in India ; 
and nowhere are priests so arrogant, barefaced, and all-rlominating 
as there. "The sacred texts are subject to the Brahmans, the gods 
nre subject to the sacred texts, therefore the gods are subject to the 
Brahmans," is a dictum that sways the feelings and lives of the 
populace. 

The word £or caste in the vernaculars of India means colour ; and 
it indicates the period when the Aryans conquered India, and treated 
nll their slaves and bondmen as of a different race. A simple story, 
taken from the Ramayan, one of the two famous epics of India, will 
suffice to show how the Brahman was to be regarded, and the Sudra 
despised:-" When Ram was reigning in Oude, a Brahman (;ame 
into his court, one day, and complained that the kingdom was under 
a curse owing to his heedless rule, adducing as a proof that his son, 
just five years old, had died. Ram, unable to gainsay this evidence, 
proceeded, sword in hand, to search his kingdom to discover the 
cause. By the side of a lake he saw a man engaged in intense 
devotion, who, when interrogated, confessed himself to be a Sudra. 
For a servile man thus to seek admission to Heaven, was an iniquity 
quite sufficient to account for the calamity which had befallen the 
kingdom. Ram, by one stroke of his sword, severed the man's head 
from his body; whereupon, it is added, the gods expressed their 
delight by showering down flowers, and the son of the Brahman was 
restored to life." It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that such 
sentiments engender pride in the "twice-born" that leads to contempt 
of the "once-born." In the "Institutes of Manu," the great law
giver of the Hindus, it is stated "that Brahma caused the Brahman, 
the Kshatriya, the Vaisya, and the Sudra to proceed from his mouth, 
his arm, his thigh, and his foot.'' Thus the iron system of caste is 
supposed to have a Divine sanction. 

The conversion of a Brahman is possible because with God " all 
things are possible.'' • It is of one such I write to-day. Babu 
lyoteermoy Muzumdar was a fine sample of the caste. He was 
employed in the Census Office in Barisal. He often listened to our 
preaching in the bazaar, heard lectures in English in our Hall, talked 
earnestly with us on the road, and visited our houses for religious 
conversation. A friendship sprang up between him and Babu Prio 
Nath Nath, one of our co-workers; and as he persevered in Bible 
study with us, the light penetrated his do.rk mind, anLl he saw himself 
as God saw him. Ma~y of us began to take deep and prayerful 
interest in him. He could read the Bible either in Bengali or 
English with equal pleasure. He delighted also in reading C. H. 
Spurgeon's Sermons. Thus Iyoteermoy Bahu rapidly grew in grace, 
and soon resolved to confess his faith ; but there were many things 
~e heard from us that seemed to him incongruous. The idea of 
mstant and perfect justification, through simple fo.ith iu the Lord 
Jesus Christ, wns ono of these. " How cun it be ? Does it not make 
light of sin?" he enquired; nnd. it wns not till nfter a long ~md 
sorious talk over the matto1· thnt light shone full into his soul. 

Tho day fixed for the ba1)tism arrived, but the cnndidate had tied. 



402 OPPOSITION AND l'ANATICISM, 

Fear of p€>rsecution had done its work, and the young Brahman had re. 
turned to the lodgings in the town where others of his caste resided, 
"-e W€'nt after him, and though not permitted to cross the door-step 
where the "twic-e-born" lodged, we succeeded in making him hear. 
"Brother, this makes us very sad," we began. Then we urged the 
Ma.-,ter's claim ; and in a few minutes more, he was walking boldly 
by our side up the main street of that heathen town. Every eye was 
fixed upon us. When we reached the Hall, by the side of a public 
road, we found the place crowded with an excited 'mob. Before them 
all, Iyoteermoy witnessed a good confession. Prio Babu explained 
the rite of baptism ; and brother missionaries showed their interest by 
taking part in the service. Directly opposite the He.11 there is a large 
tank, excavated by the municipality for public use, and down to it is 
a tier of steps. Towards this open place we were followed by the 
excited crowd, and as we stood hand in hand, ready to go down into 
the water, a sudden thought awoke within me. The candidate had 
not been asked to give up his "poita "-the sacred thread that denotes 
his position. This was the great test of all. "You must forsake that 
poita," I said. In a moment, it was between his fingers, and snapped 
in two. Now the Rubicon was crossed! Caste was renounced ! All 
that is included in Hinduism was abandoned; and this young Brahman 
was set free for ever ! No power on earth or in hell could weld that 
chain of caste again and bind him. He was free indeed ! As we 
ea.me up out of the water, the brethren sang aloud the hymn the can
didate had learned to love,-

,, Jesus, my Lord, to Thee I cry ; 
Unless Thou help me, I must die. 
Oh, bring Thy free salvation nigh, 

.And take me e.s I e.m ! " 

AE we sang the words,-
" .And Thou ea.net me.ke me whe.t Thou wilt, 

.And take me e.s I a.m," 

wondrous visions of the great things possible in a single life conse
crated to God, passed before our eyes ; and we saw, in the conversion 
of this one Brahman, the evidence that God's grace is for e.11 classes 
of men. 

ROBERT SPURGEON. 

®ggosition and Janatirism. 

THE intensity of Moslem oppositi~n to the gospel is wonderful._ Vfe 
he.ve e. servant who he.s been with us more than e. yee.r; he 1s sm

cerely attached to ~s, and he.s heard, with interest, the gospel message 
hundreds of timea; yet, when a fellow-Moslem, a day or two a.go, asked 
him simply to repeat gospel words which I had used, he absolutely refused, 
even though it should cost him his situation . 

.Another evening, it was a round-faced, jolly-lookin_g man ?f o.bout forty 
who opposed us. Terribly in earnest,-his head encircled ~th a bandage, 
11.nd his fe.ce suffused with smiles, for he is a grateful pabent,-he rose 
from his seat, e.nd facing me at the table, punctuated his words with blows 
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upon my unoffending furniture as he said, " Y(J>h say, Jerns; I say, Xo
he.mmed. You think Jesus can get men to Heaven; I say Mohammed is 
the only intercessor. You say men will be lost without Jesus; I say they 
will be lost without Mohammed." 

Afterwards, when the meeting had been closed with the prayer "O Lord 
lead us all into the right path I " and the missionary we.s wendin'g his way 
home, he could not but think, "After all, there are not two paths. two 
heavens, two saviours; and when one of us is saved, where will the other 
be? 0 Lord, lead all these people into the right path ! " But how is it to 
be done ? I know not, save by the Holy Spirit's power within and with
out, the gospel in both word and work,-the Lord's own Sword and 
Trowel. 

But the Lord is working; that same bigoted servant of ours, who will 
not soil his lips with gospel words, eagerly listens sometimes, seemingly 
spellbound in spite of himself; while another used to beg permission to go 
to the stair-head, and hear the gospel, though ontwe.rdly still careless. 
Several times lately, the listeners have dropped their hard opposing words, 
and said," Well, well, God knows o.11 things; He knows which is true, and 
He will judge," while others, though not consciously giving up their old 
ideas, seem to have some faith in Jesus as their Saviour. 

Opposition also continues. My wife's classes for women a.nd children, 
on Fridays, suddenly ceased. Not a soul came, e.s s report had been circu
le.ted that most terrible things would befall e.ny who attended ; and though 
now they have gradually returned, it be,s been with much fear and dread. 

A failure of the wheat crop has caused considerable local distress, and 
reduced the number of visits to 358 and 211 respectively for the last two 
months. I have therefore lowered the fee we chsrga the patients, and 
trusted to the Lord to make up the consequent loss on the medicine account. 

THE ISOW AH, OR, FOLLOWERS OF JESUS. 

Returning from a day's preaching, we passed a court-ye.rd, and looked 
in. It was crowded with, perhaps, 150 to 200 people; on the right sat the 
musicians, with pipes and tambourines, singing and playing their strange 
music ; behind these, a low roof was crowded with seated forms of gaily
dressed women and girls. The left-hand side we.s filled with men, and in 
front of these stood a row of the so-called " followers of Jesus." There 
were about twenty in the rank, including two boys. Poising themselves 
on their toes, they swayed backwards and forwards, keeping time with the 
music, and crying, "Allah! Allah ! Allah! " Two elderly men leaped 
about, and led the performance. Gradually the music quickened ; faster 
and still faster did they bend, and sway, and cry, "Allah! Allah!" till 
they all looked wild and dazed. At length, the leader touched one, be left 
the rank, and rushed, wildly staggering, into the street. Meanwhile, on 
went the danoe ; and soon he returned, carrying and dragging heavy pieces 
of piickly pear (cactus-like leaves, covered with cruel thorns). These he 
~'-,:ew upon the ground, he and another jumped upon them; then, ea.sting 
aside all clothing save the garment round his waist, he rolled and wallowed 
among them till his baok, all bleeding, was studded with thorns. .Aiter 
this; others came forth, even the two small boys among them, and amid 
the din of native musio and the rhythmical cry, "Allah! Allah'. Allah'." 
and the shrill applause of f ,e women, they ran swords and iron skewers 
into their flesh. 

Yet all this was not an exhibition, e.s one might suppose, but a religious 
service, by those who are called "the followers of Jesus." Do not such 
scenes, no less than the doings of another so-called " Society of Jesus " ( the 
Jesuits), constitute an urgent oall to e,ll true followers of the Lord Jesus 
to help in pre11ching the gospel to every oreature ? 

Sousse, Tunisia, N. Afrioa. T. G. CHURCllER. 
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Any Book NVlewed or advertised In thl■ ■atutne •Ill be forwarded by M111r■ . Pe■■more 
and Alabuter on reoelpt or Po■tal Order for the publlahed prloe. 

The special edition of Mrs. C. H. 
SrTIGEON's volume. Trn r,.,n·s Aft{'r ! 
is no-.. ready. price 5s .. and Cllll be 
obt,<1ined of Messrs. Passmore and 
Alabaster. or through all booksellers. 
Handsomelv bound, with gilt edges, 
and 'llrith 11;1r· phot.ograph and written 
aut-Ograph of Mrs. Spurgeon, it would 
make a most acceptable birthday or 
holiday present. 

Mr. Alfred Holness has published 
an admirable new Hymn and Tune 
Book, entitled, Songs of rictory, com
piled by il"iJREW- W'. BELL. With 
manv of the old favourites which are 
indispensable to SDY collection, there 
are also many new SDd original com
positions which will become favourites 
as they get to be known. There are, 
altogether, 5-13 hymns SDd lH 
choI'W!es, snitable for Evangelistic 
meetings, Conferences, the home 
circle, and Christian worship; SDd 
the price of the volume, in either 
notation, rSDges from 2s. 6d. to 
10s. 6d., or the words only, 2d. 
anii 3d. 

The same publisher also sends us 
three penny booklets,-B. and A.; 
M, "To Kuow how to Worl•;" by 
Is.uc T"rx.ALL, Lewes; Cl1ristendu.n 
and itB Doom, by Rev. H. LINDSAY 
Yo=G, M.A..., Portsea; and "As it 
was i11 tlie Days of Lot," by Rev. W. R. 
MoWLL, M.A. All are good, but we 
have been specially pleased with the 
last, from which we take the follow
ing forcible extract :-"Wherever we 
look, there we see in.fidelity ma.king 
its pathway most clear. Has it not 
SBsailed our pulpits and platforms ? 
How stands it with the Established 
Church ? Some of the men who have 
occupied-and are occupying-the 
highest positions, are infidels with 
regard to the inspiration of the Word 
of God. How stands it with Non
conformity, which in days gone by 
would make the members and the 
ministers of the Established Church 
think ? Why, they have drifted also '. 
And that sainted man, Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, had his heart riven as he 

saw the very men that he had brought 
up by his own hand turning away, and 
doubting God's own Word with 
regard to Eternal Punishment. He 
read and forewarned more clearly, 
probably, than any man in his day. 
What he foretold,-has it not oome to 
pBSs ? Infidelity is everywhere. But 
are we to be cast down? Nay, we 
should rejoice that the Word is true ; 
we are warned that these things 
should come to psss,-' While the 
Bridegroom tarried, they all slum
bered and slept.' " 

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton 
have issued a second and cheaper 
edition (price 5s.) of Fifteen Hund1·ed 
Facts and Similes for Pulpit and 
Platform, by J. F. B. TINLINO, B.A. 
Our late beloved Editor, that master 
of " The Art of illustration," com
mended this work as '' a good minis
ter's book,'' and se.id :-" Mr. Tinling 
has made a fine selection. Many of 
the similes will be quite new to the 
general reader, and they are so well 
arranged and indexed that their value 
for practice.I purposes will be greatly 
enhanced." What more need be said ? 

The Story of George Washington,-
Soldier, Statesman, and Patriot. By 
G. BARNETT SMITH. Sunday 
School Union. 

A VOLUME that is appropriately added 
to the " Splendid Lives " Series. 
" The father of his country " is here 
happily and sympathetically sketched, 
though without the anecdotes usually 
associated with his name. 

" A Man's a Man for a' That.'' By 
T. S. MILLINGTON, M.A. " Home 
Words " Office. 

THE '' Man " in this story was a sweep, 
but he was" a man for a' that." The 
lass he loved felt that she could not 
wed him while he was in such a black 
business, but by an amusing series of 
incidents he found employment at a 
bank, and then his dear " 'Arriet
Ann" became Mrs. Shatley. 
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Jf'ithin; or, the Kinydom of Gori, ia 
within you. By Rev. ANDREW 
MURRAY. Service and Paton, 5, 
Henriette. Street. 

ONE of Mr. Murray's smaller books, 
whioh may be read through in 90 
111 ,,wtes, but its tee.ching, closely 
followed, would :611 90 yenrs with 
de.ily blessing. We trust that God 
will use it to lead many Christians to 
ree.lize the blessedness of the inner 
Kingdom of God, and of being indwelt 
by the Father e.nd the Son through 
daily fellowship with both in the 
Holy Spirit. 

Sai-ed and Kept. By F. B. MEYER, 
B.A. Morgan and Scott. 

THESE " counsels to young believers 
e.nd Christian Endeavourers " are in 
the well-known style of their author's 
me.ny other works,-sweet, gentle, 
:fiowing like some peaceful river be
tween rich meadows all aglow with 
buttercups and daisies. Scarcely 
robust enough for the workshop, the 
busy counting-house, the places of 
life's grim struggles e.nd daring enter
prises, they a.re nevertheless suited to 
the drawing-room, the invalid's couch, 
or the pocket of the regular e.ttende.nt 
e.t Conferences e.nd Conventions, who 
will delight in these soft, sweet ex
hortations that do so much to soothe e.nd 
satisfy the dreamy mystic e.nd the 
well-to-do devotee. 

The Spirit of Powei·, a., set forth in the 
Acts of the .Apf!stles. By Rev. T. 
ADAMSON, B.D. Edinburgh: T. 
e.nd T. Clark. 

BATING e. slight reference to bap
tism, this is, though e. very small 
volume, e. very weighty e.nd valuable 
~reR.tment of e. subject of boundless 
importance to the Church of God. 
The need of the Spirit, His coming in 
power upon the Pentecostal Church, 
and the manifesting of that power in 
their after service, e.re e.11 very ably 
~roe.t_ed. 'rbere is the closest of pack
ing m the very terse terws that set 
forth this great truth ; it is suggestive, 
rather than exhaustive; but the whole 
result must bti very instructive e.nd 
convincing to all who will carefully 
peruse these pages. Its purchase 
would be e. shilling well spent. 

AH,,ronce of l,f,, e.nd other Sermons. 
By Rev. E. A. STUART, M.A. :N'isbet. 

A VOLUME in the "Preachers of to
day'' Heries; and no mean one. 
Preachers such B8 Mr. Stuart are the 
salt of the Church of En~land. saving 
it from the utter corruption of priest
ism, se.cerdotalism, and full-blown 
Popery, He reveal~ Christ a._s the e.11 
and in e.ll of salvation, of life, and of 
service. There is strength and fra
grance, solid teaching and pathetic 
power, in these six discourses. We 
trust that they me.y have a very large 
sale, and be carefully pondered ; for 
then, rich profiting mnBt follow. 

" Come, Break y(;ur Fast." Daily 
Meditations. By Rev. MARK G"C"Y 
PEARSE, Partridge and Co. 

ONE of the most characteristic of the 
well- known W esleye.n preacher's 
books of extracts,-graciow, imagina
tive, e.nd full of the poetry of Christi.an 
experience. Its daily portions are 
none of them long, e.11 of them sweet, 
most of them bearing upon practical 
life e.nd godliness. It will doubtless 
be popular e.s e. gift-book, even amidst 
its numerous competitors. 

" When re C(jme Together." By Rev. 
Ev AN THOlilS. Simpkin, Marshall. 
and Co. 

SIXTEEN sermons which, if not of the 
very highest order, e.re far above the 
e.vere.ge. There is fine perception, 
clear statement, beauty of illustration 
everywhere ; and if the thought is 
not very profound, it is always fresh 
e.nd winsome. We could wish that a 
few more of the great, solid fouuds.
tion doctrines of the New Testament 
were me.de the theme, but we feel 
sure they are held, even where not 
explicitly stated. A. little more se.vour, 
e.nd a little less " modernity " ( to use 
e. horrible ~pression), would mlike 
these discourses of more real power. 
They a.re as fresh as new paint, or the 
la.test build of bicycle ; but, maybe, 
eveu this intense up-to-dateuess wight 
be spared for a little more of Bibliue. 
Perhaps, however, they will bear a 
message to those who are impatient of 
anything older than au" extra special,, 
issue of 11n evening newspaper. 
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Od<'!]t>11t11·ian Teetofo.l<Ts. With 113 
JX>rtt&its. Nation&!. Temperance 
Lf'ague Publioation Depot.. 

A REJ.URKABLE collection of veteran 
t.ot.al sbst.ainers, all of whom have 
lfred st. lesst four-score years, and 
so':11e are even nonogenarisn wster
drmkers. The licensed victuallers 
might be challenged in vain t,o 
produce s corresponding collection 
of ancient publicans, for their business 
is not only f&W to so large a pro
portion of their cust.omers, but also 
to the men who deal out the death
mixture. Anyone who questions the 
declaration that t.oW abstinence is 
conduci,e to longevity, should study 
this SO-page booklet about the 80 
years' old t.eetoWers. 

Mr. Cheyne Brady sends us 
specimens of his tre.cts,-Saving Words 
(Partridge and Co.), and Gospel Calls 
(Religious Tract Society),-and asks 
us to say that his publications can now 
be obtained at the Children's Book 
Room, 158, Aldersgat.e Street, E.C. 
Tl,e Gospel Calls are issued in English, 
French, German, and Italian. .All 
Mr. Brady's tracts clearly set forth 
the way of salvation, so it is not 
surprising that they have reached a 
circulation of many millions. 

Christian Men of Scieme. By Various 
Authors. With Introduction by 
J. H. GLADSTONE, D.C.L., F.R.S. 
Religions Tract Society. 

A :MOST admirable idea, splendidly 
carried ont. A dozen brief. but bril
lis.nt biographies of men of science 
who, like the old magi at Bethlehem, 
brought their gifts to the feet of the 
Christ. It is too often assumed the.t, 
to know well God's Book of Ne.tnre, 
is to cavil e.t His Book of Gre.ce. 
Here is e. fine corrective for the.t 
delusion, e.s the scientists described 
were all servants of the Lord Jesus. 

,Spltial },-otice.-011 Wedne1da11 aftemoo11, 
July i, at 3 o'clock, MBB. C. H. SPURGEON 
will (D.V.) Jar the memorial atone of the 
larger Chape , which is to be erected at 
Betllill in memory of her beloved hu~band. 

We wish the little volume might be 
given to many s growing youth e.nd 
girl; it would show them that know
ledge, where deep e.nd true, leads to 
worship of the Omnisoient God. It is 
worthy to take its pl11oe along with 
the best publioations of this fine old 
Society. 

Thirty-one Parables Explained. By 
LourSA HORSLEY. Elliot Stock. 

A LAUDABLE e.nd fairly-successful en
deavour to explain, in simple and 
concise manner for _young readers, 
some of the lesser-noticed Pe.rables of 
our Lord. The treatment is slight, 
but pithy ; and, we believe, will help 
juvenile minds to lay hold of these 
smaller die.moods of religious in
struction, and be thereby enriched. 

Jubilee of the Ministry of the Rev. P. 
Ilfearns, Ooldatream. Edinburgh : 
Religious Tract e.nd Book Society. 

A :BIOGB.Al'HY of a good e.nd true 
" minister of Christ '' who has served 
the Chnrch for more than fifty yee.rs. 
The sermon e.nd addresses eloquently 
show how fine is the ecope for gospel 
witness e.nd temperance testimony in 
Scotland e.s in England. The veteran 
still loves his holy warfare, and 
bravely enconrages the young recruits 
to be "faithful unto dee.th." It is e. 
gracious record, which must result in 
stimulus and encouragement to all 
who will read it. 

At Aunt Verbena's. By M. S. 
HAYCB.ilT. C. H. Kelly. 

A WELL-TOLD tale of e. Christian girl, 
whose unselfish, consistent character 
is the mee.ns of bringing others t.o the 
Savionr, and also of brightening the 
lives of many by whom she i~ 
surrounded. Of course, in due time, 
she devotes herself specially to the 
brightening of one person's life, to 
their mutue.l satisfaction and delight. 

Pastore Charles and Thom11.s Spurgeon will 
conduct the service to follow the stone• 
laying, and Pastor Archibald G. Brown ho.11 
kindly promised to preu.ch in the evening. 
It will be a great encouragement to Mrs. 



Spurgeon to eee a large number of eym
po.thizere on this notable occaeion, and alBo 
to ho.ve o. &ubeta.ntial addition to the 
building fund. For the information of ,.11 
who have hitherto subecribed, we pnbliBh, 
on page 412, the balance-eheet of the School
cl,apel opened in December laet, and the 
tota.l amount now in hand iowarde the co&t 
of the Cl,apel. The foundations of the 
larger building are completed, and the con
tra.ot for its erection will be signed ae soon 
o.s the neceaao.ry pa.rticulars are aecerta.ined. 

" One of our own men " tells us that he 
has given lest month's Ma.gazine-eon
ta.in.ing the first pa.rt of Putor Thomu 
Spurgeon'• Presidential Add:resa,-to the 
men employed on the railway near his 
residence ; and he suggests that, if other 
brethren would do likewise, those who have 
not been in the habit of te.king the Sword 
and T,·owel might be sufficiently intere&ted 
to order it for themselves. If every Pa.store' 
College man would carry out our brother's 
suggestion, the College itself would be t~e 
gainer, as the Annual Report of the Insti
tution was included in our June issue. For 
a similar reason the colporteurs might make 
the present number widely known, u it con
tains the Colportage Report and an account 
of the anniversary of the Aesociation. 

Our publishers au: us to call our readers' 
attention to two letters which they have 
reoently received, in the hope that some 
friends will be moved to carry on a portion 
of the Lord's work which others feel com
pelled to relinqoi.sh. For the pa.st thirty 
years, a lady hu paid for the Swo,·d a11d 
Trowel and Sermons to be sent monthly to 
twenty-two hospitals in London and Liver
pool ; but she now writes that she " regrets 
that her health obliges her to give up the 
work, which she hopes other friends will con
tinue." A lady iu Australia. has, for many 
years, had 120 Sermons every week, and cir
culated them in New Zealand, New South 
Wales, and South Australia.. She has had 
numerous instances of their usefulness, but 
her financial circumstances will not allow 
her to go on with the happy service. 
Amongst other recipients he.ve been the 
Lighthouse Mission and the Police Mis
sion. It would be sad indeed if the 
Sermons and Magazines were no longer 
oent; who will take the places of the friends 
who have sorrowfully to cease the distribu
tion ? All communications concerning this 
matter should be addressed to Messrs. 
P11ssmore and Alab111ter, 4, Paternoster 
Buildings, Loudon, E.C. 

Four .A1111ual Reports, which deserve a. 
lengthy notloe, can only be mentioned in a 
brief pe.ragraph. The Iris/, Baptist Home 
.Missio,1 (Seorete.ry, Mr. T. R. Warner, 16, 
He.rconrt Street, Dublin) is doing e. grand 
work ; we e.re sorry to see the.t, 1\t the end 
of the yee.r, there we.s so le.rge n deficit in its 
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fund!!. The Report ie brightly written, and 
ought to move many to eend help for poor 
Ireland. A eimilar remark may be applied 
to the annual account of Th, fJprn-A,r 
,lli11wn for Irelan,/, (Secretary, Mr. George 
Willia.ms, 13, D'Olier Street, Dublin), only 
that in this caee the balance is on the right 
aide. The forty-fourth annual report of 
The Open-Air Mi.,,v,n (Secretary, '.\Ir. 
Frank Cock.rem, 11, Adam Street, Strand), 
and the twenty-ninth annual report ot Ti,, 
EvangeU.zatum Society (Secretary, Captain 
Smith. 21, Surrey Street, Strand! both 
record twelve monthe' earnest service 
crowned with great blessing. The more a.11 
these agencies can be extended, the ~tter 
will it be for the cause of Christ throughout 
the United Kingdom. 

Ho::1£E Comrn:ES BAPTIST Assocu.no:s-. 
-A conference of teachers connected with 
the Sunday-schools belonging to the Asso
ciation was held, on May 18, in the 
Conference Hall of the Pastors' College. 
to consider the establishment of a Schoo 1 
department in the A.saociation. Tea. wo..s 
provided by the Tabernacle teachers.. 
Pastor Charles Spurgeon, the Moderat-0r, 
presided, and addresses were given by 
Messrs. S. R. Pearce, C. In~em, E. W. 
Tarbox, George Wnght. and others. In 
the result, it was unanimously decided by 
the 130 tea.che:rs present to reco=end the 
Committee to go on with the scheme. -part 
of which will be the introduction into use 
of a Baptist Catechia:m. 

The Spring meeting of the Association 
was held at Lee (Pastor J. W. Danes·,, on 
May 25, and was a time of refreshing. The 
gatherings were well attended and success
ful. Among the speakers were 1lessrs. E. H. 
Brown, J. Waite, F. Cockram (Open-.!ir 
Mission), W. Taverner (Spnrgeon1lemorial 
Sermon Society). and Chs.rles Spurgeon. 
Several additions were made to the mem
bership of the Association, which is growing 
and prospering. 

CoLLEGE.-Two students have accepted 
pastorates,-Mr. A. E. Phillipi, at Welling
borough; and Mr. S. S. Sarson, at Gorse 
Hill, :Swindon. 

The following brethren have removed, 
or will shortly do so :-Mr. C. L. Gordon, 
from Hatherleigh, to Wantage: Mr. 
F. G. Kemp, from Wigan, to Aldershot: 
and Mr. W. G. Myles, from Rutherford, 
to Passaic, New Jersey. 

Mr. F. T. Suell, oue of the associates of 
the P.C.E.A., asks us to mention that he 
hu settled at Ha.velock, King's County, 
New Brunswick, Canada. 

Mr. J. R. Cooper, who has returned from 
Victoria, Australia, will be glad to heu 
from brethren who can tell him of openings 
for preaching as a supply, or with a view 
to the pastorate. His address is Short wood . 
Staines, Middlesex. 

One of the brethren for whom spc~ia.l 
pn\yer was pr.isented at the Couferenc~, 
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..-ns l'a.<to.- n-. A. Trirh, of Birmingham. 
Within a fortnight of the close of t.he 
meetinjl;S,---OU May 20,-he ...,... "en.lied 
home•· Rt the early sge of thirt,-•e,·cn,
tw-0 ye~rs )'Otmger than hie predece.,,or Rt 
Christ Chur<'h. A•t-011,-Brother Samuel,
wes when he """" promoted to the higher 
•ernce of the glor'l"-land. The chureh thus 
t..-ic-e berea .-ed of ih! pastor deserres much 
prayerful sympathy. Brother Wicks began 
to rresch while he was but a boy of fifteen : 
en<1 in each of his pastorates, at Moulton, 
Ross-on-the-W-ye. and Birmingham, the 
Lord greatly blessed him. All who knew 
him, lowd him ; &nd he will be much 
missed. We commend his sorrowing widow 
and relati.-es to the unfailing solace of the 
Divine Comforter. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE Missi:ONABY ASSO· 
cu.nox.-Before our readers see the present 
Mag=ine, Mr. Patrick will probably ha.-e 
been to England. and ha.-e started on his 
..-ay back to Tangier. His little daughter has 
b.een S-O seriously ill that the only hope of 
sa .-mg her life seemed to be to bring her to this 
country, where she must remain, if spared, 
with her mother and brother for some 
month.5 at least. Such trials as this add 
not a little to the anxieties of our missionary 
brethren and sisters, and entitle them to an 
increased interest in our prayers and prac
tical sympathy. We are grateful to the 
anonymous donor who sends fi,e shillings 
monthly. "for Christ's sake," for Dr. 
Churcher"s work: but should be still more 
thankful ii many others would forward 
similar or larger sums regularly towards the 
support of both of our brethren in North 
~ea. 

OE.PlilSAGE.-The annual festival, held 
on Thursday, Jut2e li, was favoured with 
fine weather, and there W&S, acoordingly, a 
,ery large attendance of friends and sym
pathizers. The near approach of the Jubilee 
holidays probably hindered some from 
coming, but about i,000 persons were 
present, and the receipts were up to the 
average of the past few years. The two 
chairmen. J. Compton Rickett, Esq., M.P., 
and Sir A... Seale Haslam, generously gave 
£-50 each. 

Most of the nsnal items of the festival 
programmes were again included,andpassed 
on ,ery satisfactorily. The orphans' singing, 
hand-bell ringing, and musical drill were 
as much admired as evar; Mr. Charles
worth's Jubilee March was effectively 
ret:.dered by the children, supported by the 
Land of the Greenwich division of police. 
A e ;,ecial attraction this year wa.e a series 
of ,,xhibitions of moving photographs, 
under the direction of Mr. David Devant, 
of tb<: Egyptian Hall. Theee interested 
larg<: audiences, the views of the orphan 
1,oye at drill Leing heartily cheered. 

The afternoon and evening public 
m<:etings were held in the grounds ; aud as 
IIU1IJ}' persons as could hear, gathered around 

the summer-house platfonu. Nearly nil 
the announced spe!tket 9 were /1reBP,Ut, and 
eaniestly pleaded the ea.use o the widow 
and fatherless. Many of them touohiugly 
referred to the ever- he loved Founder, 
C. H. Spurgeon, whose name is inseparably 
linked with the Institution which was so 
dear to his heart. At each of the meetings, 
the President gave a. summary of the Annunl 
Report, from which it appeared thnt the 
legacies had been about the same amount 
as in the previous year, a.nd that, although 
the general receipts were coueidernbly lees 
than during the corresl?onding period, there 
was a balance of £830 m hand on March 31, 
beside £2,226 towards the proposed Sea-side 
Home, while £2,000 had been transferred 
to the Foundation Fund. One of the most 
p!e&Sing announcements of the day was 
that Pastors Charles and Thomas Spurgeon 
had been unanimously elected Vice-Presi
dents of the Orphanage. 

CoLPORTAGE.-The annual Conference of 
the colporteure was held from May 29 to 
31. The Lord's-de.y was commenced with 
a meeting for prayer and praise (presided 
over by Mr. S. Johnson), which proved a 
good preparation for further blessing. 
About fifty of the colportenrs attended, 
and a.t the close all adjourned to the 
Tabernacle service, where they were 
greatly strengthened and helped by the 
able discourse of their President, Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon. At three o'clock, e. 
testimony meeting w&S held, Mr. James 
Hall being in the chair, when the accounts 
of their work given by the men proved how 
greatly their earnest le.hours are being 
owned of God. After tea, all again joined 
the large congregation in the Tabernacle, 
and listened to the evening discourse with 
much spiritual profit, many remarking that 
it w&S indeed good to be there. On Monday 
afternoon, the brethren gave further de
scriptions of their service for the Master, 
and listened to a very powerful address ~y 
the President, which we hope to insert m 
the Swo,·d and Trowel as soon as space will 
permit. At the tea, a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to the Ladies' Working 
Society, and was suite.bly acknow:Jedged_by 
their secretary. The e.nnue.l pubhc meeting 
in the Te.barnacle was a time to be•remem• 
bered by a.11 present. Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon presided, and several of the 
colporteurs gave interesting addresses. The 
Report presented a.t the meeting isinclu~ed 
in the present number of the Maga.zme. 
Readers will notice that the Genera.I Fund 
needs to be greatly incre&eed; otherwise, 
the finances and statistics compare very 
favourably with the previous year. 

All communications should be addressed 
to "Secretary," Colportage Assooia.tion, 
P&etors' College, Temple Street, Southwark, 
London, S.E. 

Baptisms 11t Metropolite.n Tabernacle:
June :J, eight. 
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iJ n~torn' at,ollrge, ~ctropolifan '.IDabernaclt 
Slateme11t of Receipt, fro,n May 1,5/h to JU111 14th, 189i. 

Mr. W. C. Downing 
Mr. tlDd Mrs. Eosell 
E.O. ... . .. 
l\Ir. R. Bcowu ... 
Pastor W. ll. Nichols 
P"8tal orders, from Park Street, 

Camden Town, per Pastor T. Spur-

11 fh0
a~e praf~d fo~ thee;·,· .. . . .. 

Collection at George Street B•ptist 
Chapel, Ryde, per Pastor E. B. 
Pearson ... ,,, 

" A. little tribute"... ... ... ... 
A.nnua.l donation from East Ham 

.Tabernacle Y.P.S.C.E. ... ... 
Contribution from Baptist Church, 

Bromley Common, per Pastor W. 

Be1!~i~j~ B-~~cliB::: 

£ •. cl. 
6 6 0 
3 3 0 
1 () () 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

0 18 0 
0 10 0 

0 17 6 
0 10 0 

2 0 0 

2 17 6 
0 2 6 

Mr. Duncan Sharp ... ... ... 
Scotch notes, per Pastor T. SfJUf"g~'JD 
Po~,u, orders, Walworth Road, per 

li-..otor T. BpnTgeon 
Mr. H. 0. Berpell .. . 
Mro. T. B. Price .. . 
MissPrice ... .. . 
Rev. Robert Taylor 
Mr. F. L. Edward• ... ... 
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon :-Mr. Gile• 

Sbaw... ... ... ... . .. 
Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab. :-

May 2-3 ... ... ... 6 13 5 
., 30 2<)132 

June 6 18 H 0 
,, 13 20 13 3 

£ "· d. 
() :) ,, 
2 ,, 0 

0 
5 0 0 
4 ' (1 

1 1 0 
2 2 0 

20 0 0 

2 2 0 

66 13 10 

£121 18 ~ 

tJastorss' oi;ollege ~issiomtr)l ~ssodation. 
Statement of Receipts from .May 15th to June 14th, 1897. 

£ •· d. 
Pa.rt collection at Bow Baptist Sunday- Bethesda Baptist Church Y.P.S.C.E., 

£ e. d. 

school, for Dr. Cnurcher's Mission .. 1 1 0 
1 Q ll 

0 6 0 
1 0 0 

Forest P.ow, per lliss E. A- Thomas O 12 • O 
E.0. "For Ch.J:ist's sake,, o a o 
H. McS. ... .. ... . .. 
Scotch note, per Pastor T. Spurgeon 

IDht ~tochmcll @rplnrnage. 
Statement of Receipts from May 15th to Ju11e 14th, 1897. 

Mrs. W. Balls 
Allon... . .. 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 

Yetholm F.C., Sabbath-school, per 
Rev. A.. C. Hogg 

1\-110. M. Smith . 
Mrs. R. Stall wood ... 
The Misses Horton 
Miss A.. Meikle ... .. . . . . .. 
Mare Street Sunday-school, Hackney, 

0 5 0 
1 10 0 
0 2 C 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 

per Mr. J. F.Sonell ... 
Per Mr. F. H. A!aen :-

4i 0 0 

New Roud Bapti,t Sunday-school, 
Oxford ... ... 1 12 0 

New Road P.S.A.. o 9 0 

Miss E. J. Shipton 
A friend, A.lfreton .. 
Mr. C. Ibberson ... 
Mr. J. Wheatcroft 
Miss E. Riindell ... 
ll. G., Norwicli ... 
Mrs. M. J. Wl\rren 
Mi•• A.. Collins 
Mr. R. Brown ... 
Mr. J. W. Green ... 

Per F. R. 'l'. :-
Mrs. Howo.rcl llli~ht ... 
In mPmo!.·iiun, ::l\In1. Mohl 
~lr::1. Keen .. 
Mr. T. H. Johnson 

2 1 0 
0 6 0 
I O e 
0 3 0 

... 100 Cl 0 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
(I 5 0 
0 10 ,) 
1 0 0 

0 16 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 b O 

A thrmkotrering, Ilkesh:tll, St. Lnw-
10 0 

0 3 0 
ll' 0 0 
1 I 0 

rcnco ... 
Mr. John Pe1t1·ce 
~frs. ll1·owu 

Postal order, Sydenha.m ... 
Miss West .. 
Mrs. Williamson 
lllrs. Brand .. . 
Mrs. Corby .. . 
Mr. G. ll1B.rtin -• . . . . .. 
Collected by Miss A.. Crom well 
Pastor H. A. Tree... .. 
The Misses M. and A. Sadler 
Boxes at 'l'abcmacle gates 
"Bessie ' 1 

••. 

Mrs. E. Williams ... 
Mr. 0. Barfoot 
Mr. James Leiper ... 

Per Miss Harnu.d :-
Collected by Miss B. Cobby 5 4 
Collected by :.Ui..ss A. Tingley ,, , o 

Old Baptist Chapel Suud:t:,-,c:,ool, 
Guildford:

Girls' Box ... 
Boys· !loll 
Inf,wts' !lox ... 
Youn.~ Men's Box ... 

fii~0
f:t~~o~et!x~~x 

Mr. P. Pickett's Box 
Mr. G. ll. Pickdt's Box ... 

S 0 
1 ,) 4 
0 6 ll 
() 9 j 
G 15 2 
l O Ll 
1.l lS (! 
I..' ti S 

Collected by :\lnstC'r C'htnh.'s ~rur~'l1U 
Ed!,!'erton, n.t lfo.rliugtuu Cb.:q,d 

Colkl'kd u,· )1:1. .... t~r .A1d1il' E. F. 
Edg,.'rto!-<:,t lLn·liugtou l'l.n\pd 

l.(rs. H. ,, 1mhu\ll... ... ... 
Mr. ll. Merry 

U 4 0 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 
1 u 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 u 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
a s o 
0 •> 6 
1 0 I) 

0 6 5 
5 5 0 
o s a 
0 '2 0 
1 IJ U 
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:Sox at 0,;,hlUloge pt. ... 
Mn,. G. M. Knox... . .. 
lllno. J. G. Bla.ke ... ... ... ... 
Half-roll('("tion, Young l't-ople'• Mia• 

sionary ]\[.,..ting, per Mr. Goddard 
Cl:uke ... ... ... . .. 

C"olle;,tt'd by Mn<. M:. Workman 
~lr. E. Pa_"<.'O<' Willi&.lllll ... . .. 

~tt~-!K:~· ~:_J. ~.-er ::: 
B. J. T. ... . .. 
W. J. H .. Wille,,den 
Mr. J. Annis ... 
Mr. Ja:,. Wilson .. 
Sand...--;ch, per Ba.nken, ... 
Collected by Miss Hockley 
Collected by Mrs. Fromow 
Mr. W. Crawford .. 

~:l~~~-- ..... . 
('-01lect<'d by Miss E. Camf>kin .. . 
Mrs. Pullen (a t.hankotfen.ng) .. . 
Mr. C. B. Casey .. . 
Hrs.E.H- .. . 
Mrs. E. Angus ... . .. 
Re,. G. P. Gould, 'M.A. -
Collect.ed by Mn. Towler 
Mrs.,G.Howes ... ... . ••... 
~ A. J. and E. Gould (m sacred 

remembrance of onr dear father's 
'llirthday: ... 

Mr. Rohen Morgan ... ... . .. 
Fines at Training Institnt.e, Merthyr 

Tydfil. per Putor A. Hall ... 
CollecteJ. by Mn. A. A. Hooker 
~- W. Tennant .. . 
Mr. L J. Cart.er ... . .. 
Mr - and Mrs. c. Scn,1,y ... 
Mr. J. Clark_ 
Yrs. H. l),,.nny 
Mr. Geo. BellBOn ... 
St-.amps 
A fnend. Blaenavon 
Miss A. Kelly . . .. 
Collected by .Mrs. Leaper 
Mrs. A. Xewberry ... 
~IissAukland 
Mi...., Fort ... ... ... -· ... 
A tha.nkolfering for Dr. Spurgeon, Mrs. 

w· att.s and sister 
Mr. J. Riley 
F. J., High Cross ... 
Mr. G. Baker ... 
Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Kelly 
Major-Genera.I L. R. Christopher 

Per Mn. James Withers:
Mr. M. H. Sntton ... 
lli. Alfred Sutton .. 
Mrs. Jame; "Withers 
Mrs. C. Simonds 
Mr. E. Harvey 
Mr. A. Palmer 
Mn;_ Lan,ley 
Mr. Cc,w,l.ade 
Mr. Brigham 
llis. J. Davis 

:'lfns. E. J en.ninga ... 
J obn and Ailn Potts 
'.\lrs. Duncan !Sharpe 
lli:1ti" Eylei!! .. 
Stamp•. Ediuburgh 
Mr. E . .ii,,yr,old. ••. 
){i.!,ii- l-'ta.rker . 
A worktr 
Mr•. A. ebtarman ... 
lfin~ A. M. !JEn~ •• 
l>lr. A. fleune,, 
Mr. W. U. Gole 
Mr. T. t;l<ellu.m 
l'o!llal or<l.er, Holloway Road 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
O 10 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 

£ •· d. 
I 1 8 
8 10 0 
0 10 0 

I Ill 0 
0 7 6 
1 l 8 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 
2 O 0 
0 10 0 
8 6 0 
0 10 0 
l l 0 
<'l S 6 
1 12 l 
(110 0 
0 5 0 
l O O 
1 1 6 
9 0 0 
2 0 e 
1 1 0 
1 u 0 
1 1 0 
l 17 0 
') 10 0 

9 0 0 
2 2 0 

0 1 0 
0 9 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 u 
2 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 U 

0 10 0 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 

5 6 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 IJ 
0 10 0 
1 5 O 
0 1 4 
0 2 B 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
6 fJ 0 
1 1 O 
i fJ 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 (J 

0 5 0 

Mro. H. Rennard ... 
Mi"'-.._ Bowen .. . 
J.H.N. ... ... . .. 

Per Miss E. J. Dixon :-
Collected by the Mioses Dixon 0 10 B 
Mi•• E. J. Dixon'• Farthing 

Fund ......... 01, 

Collected by Mr. H. Smith 
M iSB Harding 
Mrs. Watts... ... ... ... ... 
Collected by the 'Misses L. and E. Blake 
Mrs. E. Vane 
'Mrs. Cu.rtia ... 
Mrs. E. Yallop 
Hr. F. 'MulliB 
MiSB E. Evans . .. . .. 

Collected by 'Mrs. Lang :-
Mr. A. Beckinse.le... . .. 
Mr. F. Becki.nso.le . . . . .. 
Rev. W. L, and lllrs. Lang 

Mrs. w. Hicks 
Mr. D. Campbell 
Mrs. J. Morgan 
Mr.A. White 
Mrs. Dales ... 
Mrs. J. Toller ... 
Postel erder, Bontha.11 .. 
An orphan .. . 
Mrs. t!ale .. . 
Mr. A. Chiima.n 
Mrs. Barker .. . 
Miss Brown .. . 
F.G.B. ... • •• 
Miss 8. M. Stedman 
Miss Gregg ... 
Mr. R. Parsons ... 

0 5 0 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 

Collected by Mr. J. Skinner . 
Mrs. Fisher and Mr. C. H. Fisher 
Mrs. A. Drayson ... 
Mrs. Drummond 
Mr. J.C. Henderson 
l\Iiss M. Gent 
Mrs.Boden .. . 
W.J.H ... . 
Mr. W. Jordan 
Mr. J. Cain, ... 
Mr.A. J. Whitmer 
Collected by Miss L. E. Jones... . .. 
South i:;treet Baptist Sunday-school, 

Greenwich, rer ~ir. III. Gray ... 
Mr. James Struthers 
Miss M. Haywa1·d ... 
Mrs. F. Weekly 
Mrs. Lawrence 
Mn,. Biggs .. 
Miss C. P.eid 
Mrs. llradley 
Mr. B. Cole ... 
Miss M. Fraser .. . 
Mr. John Jackson .. . 
Mrs. S. Evans . . . .. 
A widow·• Jubilee mite ... 
F.G .... 
Miss III. E. Furlonlf 
Mr■. J. Vowles 
Mrs. N. Mizen 
C.P .... 
Miss E. Clover 
Mr. H. Proctor 
Mrs. Warriuer 
Mm M. ]fowler 
B.H.L. .. . .. 
Mr. D. Macpherson 
Mr•. Ill. Wrigley . .. • .. 
Collected by t!. A. L. J,;, . .. . .. 
Collected by MrH. C. A. Pavey .. , 
Mrs. and Mi"" B1>yley 
Mr•. Calder... ... ... .. . 
Collected by lllin R. F. Cook ... 

£ •· d. 
1 0 0 
0 6 O 
0 6 0 

0 12 0 
0 5 U 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 5 o 
0 5 0 
1 0 U 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 

2 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
6 12 6 
l O 0 
O 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 6 
0 10 0 
o a o 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 U 
0 10 6 

2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 3 6 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
G 10 0 
0 8 0 
8 O 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
1 & 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
2 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
O 2 0 
0 0 6 
0 3 6 
O 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 0 
0 10 0 
3 0 0 

21 0 0 
0 11 9 
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Mfll• PAgC ••• 
lll"'· I. Vowell 
Mr•- Tyoon ... • .• 
Mr- and Mr•. Dunn 
Mr, R. M. Ocorge ... 
Mr•. Drookcr ... 
J'llrO. Dodwell, sen. 
Mr•- c. Field 
Mr•· R. Bousflel<l ... 
Miss F. Douslleld ... 
Mi•• R- B ouaoeld ... 
Mr, J. c. Dow) er .. 
J.D, O. ··• .. . 
Mr Oeo. Gill .. . 
Mr: J. Newcombe.,. 
:r,1r. B. W. White ... 
Stamp• ... 
l\lf!I. E. Sear ... 
Mr. w. Sicklemore 
Mrs, s. J. Johnson ... ... . .. 
Messrs, Home and Co. and employees 
Mr.Haddow ... ... ... ... 
l\lr. J. Grant ... 
Collected by Mr. W. Garrett 
Collected by Miss Little .. 
Collected by Mrs. G. Finch 
Mr.M. WaJ,ker 
Mr. J. Be~on ... 
Mr. Oeo. Tingey .. . 
Mrs. E. W. Bell .. . 

£ s. d. 
6 0 0 
1 (J 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 6 
0 11 0 
0 1 6 

16 0 0 
15 0 0 
16 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 0 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
o a o 
2 16 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 7 6 
0 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 J 
5 0 0 

20 0 0 
1 0 0 

MwA. Baker 
MrB. 8. Wat~,n 
Mn. Patmore ... 
Collected by Mrs. Geo. Cre•"f .. 

Per :Mn!. C. H. Spurge'>n :-
Rev. 0. H. Rouse, }C.A... O o 
Mrs. Nicholson O o 

Executors of ths late Miss Catherine 

£ "!. rl. 
0 ~ 0 
,, 0 
l 1 '> 
l 0 

3 0 0 

Mawdsley... ... . ... . . 600 12 3 
Executors of the late Miss Elizabeth 

Powell ... ... . .. 32 5 8 
Execntora of the late lfr. J. H. 

Tarrant . .. ... . . . ... . 10 U 1) 
Executor of the late Mr. Samuel 

Grix ... ... ... ... 
Afutinga by Mr. C'harl,uw()Tth a71.4 tJu 

Orphanag• Chair:-
Tooting, per Bishop Eldridge ... 
Longhton, per Miss M. Harns .. . .. 
London City Mission Hall, Brixton ... 
Waltham Abbey ... . .. 
Lewisham High Road Con, 

gregational Chnrcb ... 
Mr. T. H. Worringham ... 

Erith (for expenses) 

8 0 0 
2 0 0 

5 0 0 

l 1 o 
5 10 9 
1 0 0 
3 5 0 

10 0 0 
I 15 0 

£1,048 6 11 

List of Presents from Hag 161h lo Jun• 14Ch, 1897,-Paov1s10Ns :-2'M lbs. Rice, lli. J. L. Potier; 
8 quantity of Sweet.a, Mr. Ta.Jf, per Mr. H. E. Meyers; 16 gallons of Milk, Messrs. Willer and Son ; 
1 New Zealand Sheep, Sir A. Seale Haslam; 6 quarterns llread, Mr. E. M. Hearn; 50 lbs. Tea, Mr. 
w. Jordl!.Il; 28 lbs. Bacon, J. H.; 80 quarterns Bread, Mr. H. Schmidt. 

Bovs' CLOTRll<G :-2 dozen Flannel Shirt.a, The Working Meeting, Wynne Road Baptist Chapel, 
per Mrs. R. 8. PeRrce; 2 Inverness Capes, Anon.; 20 Articles. Mrs. James East; 20 Articles, The 
Ladies' Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgs. 

OmLS' CLOTHING :-96 Articles, Mrs. James East; 58 Articles, Miss Jones; 14 Articles, The Ladies 
Working MeetiDg. Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgs; 7 Articles, l\Jiss L. Ferratt; 47 Articles 
(a present for each girl of No. 4 House), Miss Jones' Bible-class, Chatsworth Road,>Norwood; 3 Worn 
Garment.a, Mrs. Parsons ; 25 Articles, Miss A. Hitchman; 14 Articles, JIIIS. Wilson. 

OEsERAL :-A Level and Stand, Pocket Sextant, a Prismatic Compa&S, some Scales and small 
In,trument.s, and various Books, a legacy from Mr. E. Edwards; 10 Toys, )we Jones; a load of 
Wood, Mr. 0. Boxall; 6 Fancy Articles, 2 Dolls. Mrs. H. Leo.per; 1 Antimacassar, 2 pairs Curtain 
H"ldera, Miss Smitbyes; 1 Work Basket, Mrs. Malt; 6 Canaries, Mrs. E. Harris; S Dolls, 2 Aprons, 
8 Fancy Articles, Mrs. Wilmshunt; 2 Bead Collarettes, 1 Doll;, L.R. 

8tnte111e11t of Recsipts from May loth to June 14th, 1897. 
8ub1cripli.,.. andDonationsfor Districls: -

Repton and Swadlincote, per E. S. 
Orpinljt?n ... ... ... ... 
Hadletgb, per Mr, F. Durant ... 
Cambridge Baptist Association 
Cardiff, per Mr. J. Cory... ... . . 
Shipley and Wolverhampton, per Miss 

E. A. Tyler ... ... ... . .. 
Maldon, per Mr. A. G. Badd 
Chard, per Mr. Tbos. Penny 
Hereford, per Mr. W. Riley 
0. M., for AI bridge ... 

£ s. d. 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
11 6 O 

11 6 0 
7 10 0 

11 5 0 
11 6 0 

1 0 0 

£103 10 0 

Srtb,,criptfon., and Donationa lo the 
G~1u:ral Fund:-

M. A. K. (omitted 1 .. t month) 
Colleotu,n at annual meetiug 
Bole of Reports 
Pootal orders, P,.;.k Str~et, Co.mden 

Town 
Anon. 
Mrs. William~on 

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 

17 13 9 
o n 4 

0 7 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. W. K. Narroway 
Mr. J. Chamberlain . 
Pastor Thomas Spurgeon 
Miss Tarrant 
Mrs. Raybould 
Miss F. M. Harrald 
'l'he Misses Bnswdl 
The Misses Higgs . . . . . . . .. 
Mr. R. Sortwell, per Mr. H. Mears 
A Fi-ieud ,, 
Conference Tea Table ... 
Mr. ,Yillio.mson ... 
Mrs. Louisa Haward 

.A1mNal Subscri~tiou :
Mr. G. Goddw L:larke ... 
Mr. W. Emns 
!11r. W. H. Wilcox ... 
Miss K Thorn 
Mrs. Ellwood 
1\1 rs. IIellic.· 
Mrs. Borrntt 
Mr. F. Fisher 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
I O O 
0 4 0 
1 o 0 
0 5 0 
1 I 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 
0 10 0 
1 3 $ 
1 0 0 
0 5 & 

2 2 0 
6 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 
0 Ill G 
0 It) 0 
1 I 0 

£46 9 10 
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~rs. ~purgcon'n Jund for <!ocncral 'llilnc m the 
lord'$ ~:Ulorh. 

St«ttmmt of Receipts fro,n May l4th to J,,,,6 14th, 1807. 

Re.-. G. H. Rouse, M.A . .. 
:!llr. Giles Shaw 
W.J.H ............ . 
A t.hankofferin-.: from a fr'end .. 
1- One 1n t.he i-Aith ., ... . .. 
lllr. Wm. :Flemu1g 
Jess.reTador 
A.M ....• 

£. s. d. For tMnslations of Sl!l'HIOHS :-

2 Q O Mrs. Knott (for K•tlir sermons) 
3 3 0 Mn,. Cowlin (for lfo.l.lir sermons) 
0 5 0 ~,..._ Taylor 

! ~ ~ :'!'l'".~!.if~~\l (fo~ l{o.ffi~- seni:;~ns) '.'.'. 
0 1•1 0 Legacy from the late Mrs. Johnson ... 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

~rulah ~aptist Qllrnpcl, 
Balance-sheet f,•o,n .April 17th, 1896, to May 13th, 1897. 

BECEil'TS. PAYMENTII. 

£ •· d. 
ll 5 O 
1 1 O 
I O O 
1 0 o 
0 4 O 

zo O O --£83 10 6 

Total of rontnontions as per monthly 
~-is in S1Dord a•d Tf'OIDel, June, 

£ s. d. 
Cost of School-chapel, fence, &c. . .. 1,ta2 ~ \ 
Freehold site, legal expenses, Trust 

1896, to June, 189; ... 2,776 O 5 Deed, and Architect's Fees ... ... 468 1 o 
~tationery and post.age .. . 2 17 4 
Balance carried forward to ···chap~i 

.Bnilding Fund... .. 1,272 9 6 

£2,776 0 6 £2,776 0 6 

Andited and approved, June 17th, 1897, 

Wn. Hloos. 
JOSl!PH W. HARRALD. 

Statement of Receipts from May 14th to J,mc 14th, 1897, 

£ •· d. £ •· d. 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 8 

Balru:ice brought forward 
Bnilding Fund 

:Mrs. walker 
:Mrs. Taylor ... 
"A few bricks" 
Mr. D. S. Johns 
llrs. Calder ... 
:Mrs. Btrngnell 
llrs.Parke .. . 

t.o <Jhnptl 
1,272 9 6 

4 0 0 
0 6 
0 5 0 
O 5 0 

20 0 0 
5 0 0 

:!llrs. Earl ... ... ... ... . .. 
1 0 0 
2 10 0 

Per General Secretary of the 8plll!'eon 
Memorial Sermon l>ociety, New Zea
land branch 

Mrs.Barclay 
!llrs. Bridge ... 
Mrs. ll<-d win 

0 12 0 
2 0 0 
0 2 0 
3 O 0 

!\Iiss Bnr!s .. . 
Mrs. G. ... . .. 
Mrs. Cunningham ... 
Mrs. Howell... . .. 
Kate .. . 
A.M ... . 
E.W ... . 
E.P. ... ... ... 

Per Pastor J. B. Hockey :-
Bicycle ... . .. 
Thankofi'ering .. . . .. 
In boxes at .Beulah Baptist 

Chapel 

0 6 0 
0 10 0 

0 16 0 
l 11 0 

£1,320 14 6 

Special }{otice.-Contribution, "For General Uae in the Lord', Work," for Fo,·eig11 
Tra,u,latiom, of C. H. Spurgeon'• Sermons, ar.d for .Beulah .Baptist Chapel, Bcxl,ill-o"-Sca, 
•l,ouM te •"" to Mr,. C. H. Spurgeon, " Westwood," JJeulak Hitt, Upper Nonvood, 
L<sn@n, 8.E . 

.1Jouatio111 for the Pa1tor1' College, the Pastor,' College llliasiona,·y ..d.s.,ociation, and tlle 
Co/portage ..d."8ociation, alt0uld be addressed to tha President, Pasto1· Tltoma• Sp1wgeo11, 
c/o tl.e Secretary, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, S.E. 

Contrituti(,na an,/ gifts in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Home, 1/wnld be addressed to 
tl,e Pr,11ideut, Pa,tr,r J . ..d.. Spurgeon, c/o the oecretary, Stockwell Orplrnnagc, Clap!tam 
,l;.oad, London, !:i. TV. 

l_,'/,u1ue, and mflney r,rder• sltould be crossed, and made payable to the President of tlil 
Imtdu/u,n for wl,icl, tl.e donatirm ia intended, IJonor, are earneatly requested to sell(l their 
f,tll ,,a,ne• and addreue• witk tMir gifts, and to write to tlie P1·eaident if they do not receive 
a,1 acl:,,ov;ltdgment witl,in a week. 
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METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE 

COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION. 
THIRTIETH ANNUAL REPORT, 1896. 

JN presenting the Thirtieth Annual Report of this Association, the 
JI. Committee desire to acknowledge with praise and thankfulness 
- that the good hand of the Lord has been with them through 
another year, and also to cordially thank all their generous friends who 
have aided them in carrying on the work. 

During the past year, 58 men have been regularly engaged in this 
most necessary work of distributing copies of the Word of God, of 
stories in which the Gospel message is prominently presented, and of 
every variety of good, useful and pure literature. 

These 58 men have effected sales to the amount of £7,495 16s. 1d. , 
which represents the sale of 909,707 publications, including 6,393 
Bibles and 4,438 Testaments. 

The Committee again note with satisfaction the large number of 
Bibles and Testaments which have been sold. However valuable good 
books may be, the Book that quickens and gives life to dead souls, 
stands pre-eminent. When the Bible is in the homes of the people, it 
can be resorted to at all times for direction, instruction, admonition 
and consolation. We who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, should 
be earnestly desirous to bring to all, the same comfort and joy. 

During the past year, the Colporteurs have conducted 7,-H9 public 
Gospel services, and have made thousands of visits to the homes of the 
people. By these means, the Gospel has been preached, the sick have 
been visited, the evil-doer has been rebuked, the enquirer has been 
directed to Christ, and sinners have been saved. 

The Committee most earnestly appeal to the friends of this Association 
to help the1'n right liberally. It is not only a good and useful work, 
but it is also a most necessary one. They would like to emphasize 
the fact that the subscriptions to the General Fund are not sufficient to 
warrant them in carrying on any district where the local friends are 
unable to guarantee the full £45. Hence several districts haYe been 

~s 
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reluctantly relinquished. The great importance of the work of this 

Society, must recommend it to the judgment and sympathy of every 
Christian. 

The Committee have much pleasure in recording their appreciation, 
of the efficient and earnest labours, requiring no small amount of toil 
and self-denial, performed by the Colporteurs during the past year. 

They deeply regret to announce the death of Mr. Brooking, their 
Trade Manager for the past two years, who, by his business tact, energy, 
persistent industry, and constant devotion, has rendered them invaluable 
assistance. They tender their sincere thanks to the friends who have 

generously subscribed £ 50 for the widow and orphans, and to the 
Trustees of the Stockwell Orphanage for having received one of the 

girls into that Institution. 

Jn ~emoriam. 

T HE Colportage Committee lost 
one of its most earnest and 
devoted workers by the sud

den home-going of DEACON JOHN 
BUSWELL on the morning of Satur
day, September 12, 1896. On the 
Monday and Thursday evenings 
before his departure, he was at his 
post at the Tabernacle, so that he 
was serving his Lord, and the 
church he loved so well, right up to 
the time of his promotion to the 
upper sanctuary. He was a mem
ber• of the Colportage Committee 
for nearly twenty years, and his colleagues gratefully praise the Lord for ali 
the help that he was permitted to render to the Association for so long a 
period. At the funeral service, on September 17, at Chatsworth Road 
Chapel, Norwood, Pastor Thomas Spurgeon mentioned an epitaph he had 
seen in Jersey,-

BELOVED BY ALL,-

and said that he would like to write those words on Brother Buswell's tomb
stone, for it was true of him that he was "beloved by all." His co-workers 
on the Colportage Committee fully endorse the Pastor's testimony, and 
prayerfully commend to the God of all comfort the daughters left to mourn. 
the loss of such a loving and Jracious father. 
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Ett,acta bom Lette,a, and ~olpo,teu11s1 Journals. 

From A. J, TILNEY, of Horsforth, Leeds, 

Anxious to Get Into the Light. 
"I called on a person who was anxious to get into the 'light.' I read a few 

Scriptures plainly showing the way, and it was interesting to notice how ahe kept 
bitching forward to catch the words. She tells me she is now trusting J esll.8." 

From R, MoonY, of Pewsey Vale . 
.. Light In the Home:• 

"Mr, K--, of P--, whom I met last month, said, • Mr. Moody, I have been 
wanting to see yon for a long time to thank you for your conversation with me some 
months ago. The words you spoke to me at that time have done me a. gree.t dea.l of 
good, and I the.nk you for them, for it we.s • a word in season.' 

"Mrs. 0--, of B-- (to whom I gave a copy of this Magazine), appears to 
have received much blessing by way of helping her to a clearer understanding of 
the way of salvation. Thus it was the means of imparting' Light in the heart.' 
(I may say that these Mage.zines were given to me by the esteemed wife of my 
worthy superintendent, Dr. Anstie, of Devizes.) 

"This should be e.n inducement to those who may have magazines, to circulate 
them, not to hoard them away on shelves, &c., e.nd should they be e.t a loss a.s to a 
good way of circulating them, let them write to a ' Colporteur,' and he will show 
them e. we.y.'' 

From R. BELLAMY, of Fritham, 

"A Wol'd Spoken in Season." 
"I believe I am e. help to many. One woman said to me the other day, • You 

have been a great help e.nd blessing to me e.nd my family.' Another said, 'You 
have helped my poor boy many times, but now he he.s gone to glory to be for ever 
with the Lord.' Another said," You hav" been a great blessing to my husband. 
No one has done him the good you have. He has joined the church, and is 
working well. It is such e. joy to me. God bless you, and make you a greater 
blessing ! ' I believe the preaching of the Word he.s been blessed in several places. 
The penny st<,ries e.re doing good work. The ' Wicket Gate ' has been a blessing to 
severe.I. One young me.n told me Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons had been a blessing to 
him, e.nd e. great help to him in speaking to others." 

From RoBBRT Dooos, of Langley Moor, Durham, 

"John Bunyan's Successo:r." 
"Since I began work for the Colporte.ge Society on November 16th, 1S95. I ha,e 

he.d many ups e.nd downs, but when I look e.t everything I can truly se.y the Lord 
is good. My sales have been very good e.nd the people e.re surprised e.t the price of 
books e.nd Bibles. The Scripture texts have sold well, and when I go into some 
houses they se.y I remind them of John Buuye.n, to which I reply-

"• My paok is black, but it is not sin
It's only books-that is within.' 

"The work e.t the Baptist Chapel, of which I have charge, is going on well : we 
have three services every week, e.nd Sunday-school e.nd Christian Endeavour 
Society, e.nd God has blessed us by saving souls, six of whom I had the pleasure 
of be.ptizing, and our motto for the year is 'Forward.''' 

From F. J, BBIDGEB, of Horsell. 

"As.king-Receiving.'' 
" I find that during the last three months. I have been enilbled to oonduct 

28 services, which I trust the Lord has blessed. 
" Whilst going my usual round with books, at the village of Pir~right, I cal~ad 

at a holl8e, and we.s shown into the drawing-room, and the lady, after purchasmi. 
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one <>r two boob, and hearing me t.alk R bout t.he blessedness of Christians trusting iJ1 
the Master's Word, ...-ept., and would not. let. me go without kneeling down and 
praying for her. On leaYing she seemed to be able to lay hold on Christ as her 
Sa,·four. This is but just R glimpse of the work. Thc- Lord bless our work, e.nd 
oauoe the light to shine on our dark villages, and double the number of Colporteurs 
for His Name's 1!11.ke." ' 

From A. R. RJ:CRARns, of Canterbury. 

"Probable Sona." 
" On Tnesday, June 2nd, I met (whilst visiting) in the city, Miss Hurst, the 

District Yisitor for the parish of St. Dunstan's, Canterbury. 
"' Oh, Mr. Riohards,' she se.id. 'I have been wantin,r to see you to let you know 

how much I have been blessed by reading "Probable Sons" you persuaded me to 
buy, for which I thank you; it's done me so much good. I have bought some more 
and am lending th011e out in my distTict, and I am glad to say the.t muoh good i~ 
being done by the book being read in the homes of the people.' 

"Miss Burst told me also that she went to London to see a le.dy friend of hers, 
and she got her to read ' Probable Sons,' and she felt she had received suoh a. 
blessinll' through it that she, in turn, has bought some to lend out in her district 
in London, and they are fulfilling their mission well, in lea.ding men and women to 
see their need of the Saviour ; as also to quicken and inspire those who are His. 
'This,' she said, 'is all through you getting me to buy thiA beautiful little book.'" 

From J ABVIS SMITH, of Eastchurch. 

Open-air Services. 
" At the close of another quarter, I am glad to say the work in my district is in 

an en<'ouraging condition. The s.ale of books has been up to the usual amount, 
although the long journeys and hot weather have been very trying to one's strength. 

•' Durillg the quarter I have been able to hold a number of very successful open• 
air sernces in e.ddition to the usual services in the various places of worship, 

•• The sick have been visited and the Word of God has been a. comfort and 
blessing to many. Thus the_good seed has been sown on every hand." 

From J. P. A..LLEN, of Swadlincote. 

"Have You Hea:rd the News?" 
"lli. Barber, of Stanton House, has kindly sent me a large parcel of tracts, and 

in the distribution of them I have had many opportunities of speaking a word for 
t:he Master. 

" I sold a book entitled, 'Have You Heard the N ewe,' sixpence, some time ago to 
an old lady; when I saw her again she said it had been made a great blessing to 
her. and ordered two more. Later on she ordered three more to give away, as the 
two she had previously bought had been good news to those to whom she had 
given them. • 

"Through the kindness of my superintendent, Mrs . .Allen and myself have been 
able to spend our summer holiday at the seaside, which, by the blessing of God, 
has been very beneficial to our health-especially my wife, who was completely run 
down.'' 

From RoBERT Donne, of Langley Moor. 

The Man with the Bible Van. 
" The work is going on very steadily. The people like to see the Colporteur, and 

his old friend the concertina. The Bible Van is very handy; I can show my stock 
better and get over more ground. The hills make it hard work, but when I get to 
the rows and markets I sing and play. Then the people gather round to see the 
man with the Bible Van. The Lord is giving His blessing. I addressed a 
temperance meeting at Spennymoor, and as I was coming home the next day a• 
young man stopped me on the road and said, 'I heard you last night, and believe 
I am -a fool to go on drinking. I came here in search of work and I promised God 
if He got me work I would Htop drinking. I went to the colliery to-day and got 
work, so I mean to Hign the pledge.' I directed him to my temperance friends 
and to Jesus, who alone could give him power to keep the pledge, and went on my 
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woy rejoicing. I sold e. book to e. le.<ly ot Spennymoor, who Mked me if I 
would toke it to e.n inve.lid friend ten miles ov'!r the hill, which I did. When I 
londed I found the sick womon in bed, After we got into converse.lion I ree.d e.nd 
pro.yed, then took my depo.rture. I ce.lled a.go.in, but dee.th had been there and she 
wos gone. Before she died, she o.sked her mother to read the book e.nd buy it 
for her se.ke, which she did," 

From THOllLI.S HAINES, of Corton, 

Very High Church, but not High Enough. 
"I am gle.d to se.y blessing has rested upon the Sermons of the late President. 

One said, ' I am glad I bought that Sermon from you, it was just what I we.nted. 
The people a.re poor, e.nd not able to purchase much, but a.re glad to get'!- visitor. 
One said, ' I was afraid you were not coming age.in, then we should he.ve had no 
one.' 

"The Ritualistic party are trying to win the people in some parts of my district ; 
they go round and leave one of their publications e.t ea.eh house, tell the people to 
read them, then at the end of the year they shall expect the money, or the books 
returned." 

From C. G, Hroxs, of Thornbury. 

Sowing the Seed, Waiting for the Harvest. 
"It is with deep gratitude to our Hee.venly Father I am e.ble to report another 

year's work in this district. With the end of June I closed my ten years' labours, 
and in looking baok through the past year I ca.n truly say, 'Goodness and mercy 
has followed all through the year.' 

"I am glad to be able to report an increase in my sales; my ambition was :£1H, 
e.nd that sum was slightly exceeded, as the tote.I value of sales was :£1-!6 16s. 6d. 
The following is the summary of things sold :-Bibles, 78; Testaments, al; books 
under 6d., 1,034; books 6d. a.nd upwards, 785; magazines, 6,i83; books in packets, 
331; ce.rds, various, 2,269; Alma.nacks, 295; Scripture texts, 964; penny stories, 
8,277. To do this I have tra,•elled 2,lH miles, a.nd visited 4,542 families. Services 
and addresses, 63. Total number of articles sold during the year, 15,567. Total 
number for the ten years, 133,821, and total ve.lue same time, £1,212 5s. ld. 

" Thus the good seed has been scattered broadcast, but for the harvest we mll.'!t 
pe.tiently pre.y and wait. I believe the work of grace is going on in ma.ny 
hearts, and if we 'Be not weary in well doing, in due see.son we shall reap if we 
faint not.'" 

From A. W. GoULD, of Denmead. 

Spu:rgeon Memorial Sermon Society. 
" I o.m thankful to say the.t I have had some encoura.gemants. The preaching 

of the Word has been manifestly 'not by might nor by power,' but in the Spirit; 
for I have always felt my weakness, e.nd he.ve proved • He giveth power to the 
faint, e.nd to him that he.th no might He incree.seth strength.' Yisits to the sick 
have been blessed, for one who hns been sick some time said. ' It was when you 
spoke of the Fatherhood of God, and said it was only those who were born again 
of the Spirit could truly call God Father, that I we.s lead to seek the Lord and 
Father.' We have branohes of Spurgeon Memorial Sermon Society in our ,illage. 
This work is much blessed of God, but it hinders so.lea of Spurgeon's Sermons. 

'' Results of books sold-one gentleman tells me he ge.ve to " young sailor copies 
of' Pillar of Fire,'' Throne of De.vid,' 'Prinoo of the House of Dsvid,' and during the 
voyage every one of the sailors on the.t ,essel read those books with inteNst, aud 
we trust with profit." 

From J. P, ALLEN, of Swe.dlinoote. 

"A Trophy from Roman Catholloism." 
"Early in !110.roh I heard of n young m,m ju~t come into the neighbourhood, 

who had evidently come home to dio. I kept 011.lling until I got him to consent for 
mo to reud und pre.y with him. Evontunlly he was obliged t,, keep his bed. Thon I 
got to hoo.r ho had Romnn Catholic tendencies, nnd I iuerensed tht' umnber of my 
visits and doubled my enorgies to keep the fomily from sending for the priest. i: 
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went in ag11in, he was ju~t waking up: I talked a little, rend R little from the New 
Te•tament of the S11nour's dealing with the poor Rnd Rfflioted, and Rs I read and 
1,poke of the Ion of J e•us, he irrniled, 11nd said, • It does seem so reRI, as if He were 
pre•ent .. • I 11ssum him He w11s present, had come to him, as He did to those I 
had been reading about,. He Mid, • l believe it, I feel it.' I sRt with him until 
abont tweh-e o'clock. I commended him to God in prayer, and RB I left him, he 
held my hand 11nd Mid, ' I do lo'l"e you to come Rnd see me ; do keep comin~ as 
long as I li,e. • I promised I would if I lived the longest. I went each evening, 
and on Saturday morning he passed peacefully away, trusting in Jesus, Hie 
friends sent for the priest to bury him, but it waa indeed a Roman Catholic funeral 
of a simple believer in Christ as his high priest." 

From H. WEBB, of Barrow. 

" I am Busy To-day." 
" One day in l\lay, in the village of Horringer, I visited an aged man, whose 

daughter li,es with him. I suggest.ad a word of prayer; the daught.er said, • I am 
busy t-0-day, you must excuse me,' I said I would pray with her father, and I 
found that soon a.ft.er kneeling down the daughter came and knelt down as well, 
and when we rose, she shook my hand and thanked me heartily. In regard, also, 
t-0 the preaching serrices, both at Barrow and the places where I have held cottage 
meetings, I feel that I can truly say the Lord has blessed the work. One young 
woman, just recently, has become a member of the church with us, she having 
been brought to J esue through attending the cottage meetings at Birds End." 

From GILBERT CllAN'.I', of Forest Hill. 

"The Wol'd Spoken by the Sel'vant." 
"The reading of God's Word has been precious to some. It happens sometimes 

that in the sick chamber those are present who are strangers to God's grace, then 
I ha,e felt it to be an opportunity t-0 pray for the sick brother or sister, and also 
speak a word to such as sit in darkness. This has been my joy of late to minister 
in this way the word of life, knowing that the word spoken by the servant whom 
God has sent shall not retnrn nnt.o Him void." 

From RoBERT RA=, of Ilkeston. 

" He being Dead yet Speaketh." 
" Since Conference in London, a yonng man came up to me, and stood a little 

while. He put his hand out to shake mine. He said 'I shall never forget that 
little book that you gave me.' I said, • I don't recollect giving yeu one.' 'Yes, 
you did, when you were coming from Dale Abbey, about six weeks since,' said he; 
' I have read it many a time, and shall again. It has done me a world of good. I 
carry it in my pocket, and I would not part with it on any account.' I told him I 
was very pleased, and gave him another tract. It was ' The Way of Se.lvation,' by 
our late and esteemed President, C. H. Spurgeon. It did me good, and filled me 
with enoonragement. ' He beiDg dead yet speaketh.' " 

From B. SLATTER, of Tewkesbury. 

"The Mourner's Comfol'ter." 
"I am glad to report that God is still blessing our late dear President's work, the 

little book• The Mourner's Comforter.' I sold one to a woman, and she found it such 
a comfort and blessing to her soul, she gave it away to her granddaughter, and as 
I called last month she told me that her granddaughter, on her dying bed, spoke of 
the blessing ~he had received by reading it, and gave it to a companion of hers, and 
told her to be sure to read 1t, for she had been blessed by doing so.'' 

From CRAJ!LJ!s PAnra, of Repton. 

A Good Year•• Wol'k. 
"I am thankful to say the work of the Lord is progressing favourably with me. 

The sick have been visited, the poor have the Gospel preached unto them, and 
many good books have been sold, and are messengers for the Lord when the 
servant of God's message may be forgotten. 

'' Thfa is the account of one year's good work with the books :-Total sales, 
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:£216 Joe, ,1d. ; miles travelled, l ,~7<i ; viaits, '.J,433; services, ~2; Bibles, I~ I; 
Testament•, 62; books uocler 6cl., ~,626 ; books over, 1,2if; ; magazines, 6,,;~1; ; 
books in packets, 2,134; ce.rcle, 1,:rno; texts, 1,523; binding 11 • alman~k9 287 -
tracts given aw11y, 867. Total of publications, 20,906. ' ' ' ' 

"We praise the Lord for e.11 He h11e enabled ne to do, To Him be e.11 the glory." 

From J. W. ANDREW, of Sellinclge. 

Help Needed for this District. 
"My se.les keep up, for which I e.m thankful, ancl the people read the books with 

.pleasure e.nd profit, for often I bear them say,' That was a good book or sermon; 
I be.ve enjoyed reading it.' '.\lr. Spurgeon's Sermons are a source of blessing to 
me.ny, and I try to sell all I can, as I now receive 18 copies every week. • The 
Traveller's Guide' is still selling, and I think I have sold about 300 copies in my 
district, besides me.ny other books and text cards, &c., &c. 

"I enjoy my work e.nd like my district, e.s I have worked up a good connection. 
I do hope that the work will be still supported and carried on as heretofore, M I 
should feel grieved to lee.ve it.'' 

From BENJAlll:IN SLATTER, of Tewkesbury. 

Soula Saved by the Preaching of the Word. 
"I e.m thankful to se.y that the Lord is still blessing my laboura. I was e.sked 

to preach at Ebbw Vale on June the 14th, when the presence of the Master was 
manifested in a very special manner, and, at the close of the evening service, five 
remained behind and ge.ve their hearts to Cb".'ist. 

"As I visited one of the villages, I asked an aged woman if she wanted to 
buy any books ; she said, 'Not to-de.y' ; but as soon as I told her that I had some 
little books of Mr. Spurgeon's, ata halfpenny, she said she would have some of them, 
as she knew that they were good, and she did not want anything bad. She said 
that he never wrote a bad book. I sold her ten, and three Sermons." 

From J. BROOKER, of Cowfield. 

"A Canting Hypocrite and Bible BuateP." 
" I e.m gle.d to say the.t the Lord still gives some tokens of His presence with 

me in the work here. I find the so.le of books very difficult in this scattered and 
poor district. But those who buy often speak of blessings received, especially the 
late C. H. Spurgeon's books-' Words of Cheer' and 'Words of Warning.' I 
have sold several of these books, and, I believe, with good results. I also meet 
with much encouragement in my Sunday evening services in the school. A.mong 
other testimonies, I give the following :-A Mr. C--, of --neighbourhood, who 
he.s opposed me very much in bygone days about the services ; who used to think 
anything outside the church we.s wrong aQ.d sinful, and used to call me ' a canting 
hypocrite and Bible buster.' After a good deal of pressure, he came to the meetings 
to see who.t they were like, and has never been absent since the first Sunday he 
came. He co.lied on me a little while since to inform me that both himself, -wife, 
and daughter were now trusting the Saviour, and were happy in Him. They are 
now e.mong my most regular attendants and best supporters. His eldest ds.ughter, 
who liveA o.t Newick, since then has been home for a fortnight's holiday, and, since 
her return, has written me to say her visit home to her parents, and to the meet
ings, will ever be remembered by her, as she was not only brought to know her 
need, but to trust the Saviour, Praise the Lord ! " 

From A. WALKER, of Melkshe.m, 

"All the Day and All the Way." 
" I e.m thankful to say sales have been fairly well. Spiritually I am glad to say 

the Lord is blessing the visits made and the books sold. About six weeks ago, 
coming a.way from the chapel, in II village five miles from home, a. young 
man just over twenty said, 'Mr. Walker, may I !)"O a little way home with you?' I 
s,iid, 'Yes ' When we got e. little w,iy I saict, 'My young friend. do you love 
Jesus?' He so.id, 'l do, ai,d Jesus loves me.' 'Ah!'he said, 'thafs what I 
wnnted to tell you.' He so.id, 'I do bless God you ever came to Wra.-._all, and that 
you came to me when I wo.s milking, and invited me to come to chapel, and that 
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I_ li•tened t-0 yon that night.. Oh, I shall M\"l'r forget your preaohing thnt night ! 
l ,,u kept looldnp; At, me all the time. I went home and read my Dible, and wept, 
and prayed, and on my bended kn&'8 asked the Lord to ha,·e meroy upon me, and 
t(I fol"!,.·•fre all my sin, 1LI1d to make me His ohild. I oame to hear you again the 
next time you oa.me, and sp-0ke from G,,inesis, chap. xxxix. 2. And I resolved, 
there and then, God helping me, I would live for Him, ,md Him alone, for you 
showed to us how God was with J o~e~h all the day and all the way. I went home 
llild said .To._seph's God 11hould be my God, all the day and all the way. Oh, Mr'. 
'1 alk"r, I do want to thank you, for if you had not invited me to come to chapel I 
should not ha.e heard about this wonderful God of Love.' " 

From Tuos. R. Tonn, of Earls Colne. 

"The Lion Becomes a Lam b.'' 
•· Throughout my district I am pleased to say, in the name of Jesus, I have become, 

and am, a welcome nsitor. Ouly occasionally have I received ho.rd words, such 
as, ' If ~-ou come with such talk to me again I will break my stick across your 
head.' But, thank God, this lion has become a lamb by the Word of Truth. The 
Lord has blessed ll5 in open-air work during this sn=er. I have been able to 
conduct six services with the help of other friends, in addition to other services at 
Mission stations; though no outward results have we seen, yet the Word has been 
recei,ed thankfully." 

From E. G.uuu:rr, of Cheddar, 

"A Long Season of Sowing." 
•· I meet with some encouragement and success in making sales through my district. 

Tb~ important part of my work is much more difficult now than it used to be years 
gone by. Locking back over the past three or four months, there is great ea.use 
for thankfulness for daily help and grace received. As to results, I cannot say 
much about, excepting that in the circulating of good books results cannot always 
be mea•ured by outside appearances. This is what encourages me to keep plodding 
on. Mine has been one long season of sowing-over twenty-three years, During 
tllli time it has been one of toil, and now some journeys which I have to take with 
my load.-; to carry are quite beyond my strength. Something over six thousand 
pounds worth of Bibles and Testaments and good books have been sold since I 
commenced twenty-three years ago. Now the books which I much want to push 
the sale of, these oft.en lie on hand. Have done a little better through August 
with Scripture texts than formerly. I try and sell Mr. Spnrgeon's Sermons wherever 
I can, a.sit is the best of seed, which must, under God's blessing, spring up and 
bear fruit. • I like the Sermons which you bring,' says one. Another says,' I send 
them off to America.' So it is not for us to say where or when the seed will grow. 
The day will declare it." 

From W. BEEB, of Greenwich, 

"All of Grace.'' 
"In .wting W estcomb Hill la.tely, a lady told me that her mistress read 'All of 

Grace ' over and over again, and was eo comforted, and also strengthened by its 
t,e&(;hing, that there was every evidence to show that it had Jed her to put her trust 
in Christ .Jesus. My Sennona seem to sell better than ever. I a.m constantly hearing 
of the good the Penny Stories, also texts of Scripture, which are sold, do. A man 
who bought Fox's • Book of lla.rtyrs' years ago, in a public-house, came to my 
1,i.all recently, and said he had been con, inced ever since, but drink and gambling 
was his master. During my holidays I preached two or three times, and a. publican 
who heard the Word has professed conversion, and the same '\'feek got out of the 
bUBiUE,~s. Two other yoUDg men al.Eo were drawn by the gospel message," 

From Mr, MoonY, of Pewsey Vale. 

"A Little Leaven." 
" ' The Bright City and the Way There ' and ' The Appeal' he.vc been the· 

meaw; of much good." 
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From Mr, Ttro11Anoe, of Uantorhury. 

"Bleaaed Gleaning." 
" The lad mentioned in my la•t report haB taken a firm stand for Christ, and is 

proving a thoroughly converted character. His twr, cr,mpanion.s, alRo, have 
decided for Jesus." 

From Mr. Moa11:Y, Sittingbourne. 

"Signs Following." 
"The book• Strangely Led' has been the means of five conversions-three are 

known to me personally, and the two living away had the book sent to tbem. 
" The motto card, • Christ is the Head of this House,' hanging on the wall of a 

farmhouse, arrested the attention of a visitor, and was the mean.~ of deep r;r,n
viction of his sin and the need of a Sa,iour. I t.rust the Holy Spirit may res-ea! 
Jesus to him." 
From Mr. T. BENDALL, Great Totham. 

"After Many Daya." 
"I am delighted to report that some of C. H. Spurgeon's books, ' All of Grace,· 

and 'Around the Wicket Gate,' that I sold six years ago, have been the mean5 or 
converting some precious souls," 
From Mr. HALL, Ilkeston. 

"Exporting Spurgeon's Sermons." 
"A lady at Trowett tells me she sends these to America after reading them, and. 

that they have been the means of converting her friend out there." 

From A. WALKER, of l\Ielksham. 

"A Good Word for Horner." 
"Some have condemned the reading of these penny stories ; I thank God I can 

without hesitation recommend them, for ma.ny in the tillages which I nsit are 
attending God's house through their influence and my con,ersation with th~m. 

" 'The Golden Ladder ' is already doing good." 
From Mr. GouLo, Denmead. 

" Unpaid Labour." 
"One village I go to is five miles from my home. On Sunday I ha,e to w:11.k 

ten miles, preach morning and evening, conduct a Bible-class in the afternoon. and 
take part in the prayer meeting after evenino- service. 

"The work is arduous, but successful, for ~e preach Christ from the pulpit. in 
the highways and byways, and in the cottages." 

From J\llr, WEBB, of Barrow. 

"Personal Testimony for Colportage Work:· 
"A friend at Hargravfl said, 'I often pray for you, for your work must be: on· 

of the best means possible for scattering the good seed of the Kingdom.· " 

"A Village Scene." 
"I called at a cottage and fouud two neighbours present: without asking. one 

remained, and, after a lit·le persuusion, the other stayed while I read God·s W0rd 
and prayed with them-:· Thus we strive to lead men and women to Christ ... 

From Mr. WILLSTEAD, of Chard. 

" A Basket of Fruit." 
"C. H. Spurgeon's Sermons are read and pnssed on to others, and pro,e a gt'>'o.t 

blessing to many, 
"' A Village l\Io.iden's Career' has been the means_of great comfort to tb,,se in 

trouble. 
"' Cheque Book of Faith' is greatly vnlued. 
"At the olose of a mission held at Blindmoor Yillnge, 8ix professed faith in 

Chri.~t, uml fourteen stood up for prayer.'' 
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From Mr. BEER, Greemnch. 

"The Power of God's Word." 
"A. dear mother bought a Bible of me rears ago, and packed it in her daughter's 

box R~ she was going to serrice, She has since learned to love it and to follow 
Christ .• , 

From Mr. KEDnra, of Maldon. 

"Ye are the Light of the World." 
" A sick friend told me my visits were like sunshine in her home, for she has no 

.one ~lt>e that speaks :-0 her of Jes~. A mother tells me her sons have given up 
reading bad books since I called with my pack, and sold them some good stories." 

From Mr. CoLI.nm, of Swaffham. 

•·At Work witb 'Sword and Trowel.'" 
g "A young man who has taken the ' Sword and Trowel' for two years, tells 
others there is no better periodical to take. It he.s been the means of much good.'' 

From J. W. KNEE, Penrhiwceiber, S.O. Glam. 

"Spurgeon'& Sermons." 
Report of year's work, from October 1st, 1895, to September 30th, 1896, being 

the twelfth year of service : -
" I am pleased once again, through the mercy of God, to submit to you another 

year's report, and though not able to report an increase in sales, yet I think, con
sidering the great depression of the last year, it will compare favourably with 
others. The sales, amounting to £209 19s. Bd., and made up principally of the 
following, with visits made, services held, &c. :-Bibles, 227; Testaments, 127; 
books unders:i.x:pence, 5,222; books at and over sixpence, 1,901; magazines, 4,922; 
cards in or from packets, 3,846 ; books in or from packets, 1,287; wall texts, 1,023; 
visits made, 6,884; miles travelled, 2,014: tracts given, 1,033; penny stories, 3,329; 
sermons or addressee, 133. 

"The books have again been much looked for, and many have testified to good 
received from reading them. Also the late beloved President's Sermons ; some 
saying they got more good from them than from the services I was enabled to 
keep up the llfiesion Services and Sunday-school, mentioned last yee.r, till a month 
ago, the school especially, being very successful, Three have joined the church 
recently from there, and one is awaiting baptism. The :Band of Hope here also 
proepered well last winter, and has started very well again this winter ; it is much 
needed here. We have also started a Y.P.S.C. Endeavour here, and at Mountain 
Ash, and a.re expecting great good from them. In concluding, I would thank the 
Committee and Staff for their help and kindness during the yee.r, without which 
.so much could not have been done. The results, eternity only will reveal. Trust
ing Him who has been my help in the past for strength to continue in His service 
.and work." 



METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE OOLPORTAOE A88OCIATIO~. 42,S 

TABLE OF COLPORTEURS' SALES. 

A complete list is impracticable, on account of the number and 
11ariety of Books sold; but the following table indicates the number of 
Books and Periodicals sold in considerable quantities during the year 
1896 :-

BOOKS. 

Bibles... ... ... ... . .. 
Testaments 
Mr. Spurgeon's Book Almanack 

,, John Ploughman's do. 
,, Books (various) 

Almanacks (various) 

VARIOUS 
TOTA.LB, 

6,393 
4,438 

983 
2,795 
2,132 
5,189 

Penny Illustrated Books ... . .. 152,419 

Books under 6d. 
Books over 6d .... 

in Packets 
Scripture Texts ... 
Cards in Packets 

I~CLC'UVB 
T0TAL8, 

. .. 74,121 

... 48,225 
... 31,897 

48,101 

... 86,436 

TOTAL BOOKS AND PACKETS 
SCRIPTURE TEXTS AND CARDS 
Pl!.NNY STORIES ... 

.. .. 
15-i,243 
lM,537 
152,419 

PERIODICALS. 

Adviser 
Appeal ... ... . .. 
Band of Hope Review 
Band of Hope Treasury .. . 
Child's Own Magazine .. . 
Gospel Trumpet 
Herald of Mercy 
Juvenile Missionary Herald 
Baptist Messenger ... 
British Workman 
British Workwoman 
Child's Companion ... 
,children's Friend 
Christian Endeavour 
Cottager and Artisan 
Family Friend ... 
Friendly Visitor 
Home Words ... 
Infants' Magazine 
Mothers' Companion 
Mothers' Treasury ... 

2,572 
2,I48 

I0,555 
3,182 
5,960 
2,995 
2,397 
3,904 
2,612 
7,645 
3,891 
5,465 
8,250 
3,995 
7,314 

13, 295 
4,123 
4,976 
3,250 

l4,o34 
2,4I3 

TOTAL PERIODICALS 

National Temperance Mirror ... 
Notes on Scripture Lessons 
Our Little Dots 
Our Own Gazette 
Prize ... 
Sunshine ... 
Silver LiRk 
Good Tidings 
Chatterbox 
Our Darlings 
Sword and Trowel 
Young England 
Boy's Own Paper 
Girl's Own Paper 
Quiver 
Sunday at Home 
Ca.sell's Family Magazine 
Miscellaneous Magazines ... 
Spurgeon's Weekly Sermons ... 
\Voman at Home 

1,764 
3,143 
5,720 
3,969 
8,163 
7,315 
3,640 

10,400 
4,540 
1,504 
5,673 
3,450 
3,617 
7,18o 

13,582 
4, 195 
3,695 

82,3-l7 
14,599 
2,994 

These figures give some idea of the sales made by 58 Colporteurs. 
In addition to this they distributed gratuitously upwards of 61,597 
'Tracts, made about 347,219 visits, and conducted 7,479 services. 

Value of Sales from the commencement of the Association:

£197,420 13s. ul. 
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THE OBJECT OF THIS ASSOCIATION 
Is the increased circulation of .-eligio,,s and healthy literatun among all classes, 
in order to counteract the e~;1 of the vicious publications which abound, and lead to, 
much immorality, c,ime, and neglect of religion. 

This object is canied out in a twofold manner :-
Ist.-By means of Christian Colporteurs, who are paid a fixed salary, and devote all 

their time to the work, visiting every accessible house ,vith Bibles and good books and 
periodicals for sale, and performing other missionary services, such as visitation of the 
sick and dying, and conducting meetings and open-air services as opportunities occur. 
This is the most important method, enabling the Colporteur to visit every part of the· 
district regularly. 

The a\'era.ge total cost of a Colporteur is from £75 to £So; but the Committee will 
appoint a man to any district for which £45 a year is guaranteed, i( the funds of the
Association will permit. 

2nd.-By means of Book Agents who canvass for orders for periodicals, and supply. 
them month by month; these receive a liberal percentage on t!he sales, to remunerate 
them for their trouble. 

This second method is admirably adapted to the requirements of districts where 
the guaranteed subscription for a Colporteur cannot be obtained. Shopkeepers or 
other persons willing to become Book Agents may communicate with the Secretary. 

77,e Association is unsectarian in its operations, '' doing work for the friends of a full 
and free gospel anywhere and everywhere.·• 

RATE OF PROGRESS. 
This may be seen from the following Table :-

D Col;,or- Visits to I Colpor- Visits to Services 
Sales. Date. Sales. and I ai:e. ' teu.rs. Fan1ilies. teurs. Families. Addresses 

l---1 --
£ s. d. £ S, d. 

1866 ' 

! I88I 78 7,673 6 624,482 7,544 2 IS 3 
I867 6 927 ! ll4,9I3 I882 79 8,038 2 2 620,850 7,149 
I868 6 I,139 16 3 9I,428 1883 76 7,921 9 3 592,745 7,514 
1869 II I,2II 10 6 127,130 1884 78 8,76o 15 9 626,348 7,627 
I870 9 I,056 II 4 92,868 1885 76 9,525 16 2 552,677 8,458 
1871 IO I,110 3 4 85,397 1886 87 9,601 I3 7 560,750 II,952 
1872 12 1,228 IO II 121,110 1887 8o 9,166 8 3 831,130 9,742 
1873 I8 1,796 2 2 217,I65 1888 80 8,916 I I I 624,989 9,352 
1874 29 2,937 I 7 217,929 1889 84 9,688 IJ 7 698,272 9,866 
1875 36 4,415 8 7~ 360,000 1890 90 10,979 2 10 718,534 10,246 
1876 49 5,908 I 9 400,000 1891 95 I 1;255 0 6 689,284 10,147 
1877 62 6,950 18 1½ 500,000 1892 93 10,828 10 10 695,764 10,936 
1878 94 8,276 0 4 926,290 1893 91 9,581 I 4 579,605 10,285 

I 
1879 84 7,661 16 0 797,353 

i 
1894 73 8,125 8 10 471,008 8,498 

188o 79 7,577 7 10 630,993 1895 63 7,665 12 6 425,851 7,796 
I 1896 51!! 7,495 16 l 347,219 7,479 

Cheques may 6e crossed London and County Bank, Newington Butts; and Post 0/fta 

Orders made payable to SECRETARY, at the Chief Otfice, St, Marlin's-le-Grand, All 

ummunicatwns 1hould be addressed to SECRETARY, Cu!portagt Association, Pastors' 

Colllfft, Temple Street, St. Georgis Road, Southwark, London, S.E. 



LIST OF COLPORTEURS, with Districts occupied during 1896. 
DISTB.ICT. COUNTY. OOLPOBTEUJL OPENED. <lUABANTOB OB IIONOBABY LOOAL BUPEBINTENDENT. 

----

* Ridd.ings and 11- f Derbyshire ... Robert Hall 1872 Mr. 0, Perriam . keston ... ... ... ... 
Cheddar ... .., Somersetshire ... E. Garrett ... . .. 1873 Mr. H. Woolf . 
Dorking ... ... Surrey ... ... . .. S. ·Townsend .. . 1873 Mr. C. T. Peirson . 
Maldon ... ... Essex ... J. Keddie ... 1873 Friends at Maldon . 
Cardiff Giamorganshire ... Geo. Harris ... 1873 Messrs. J. and R. Cory. 
Minchinhampton. Gloucestershire ... W. Ford ... 1874 Messrs. P. O. Evans & Sons, 

* Alcester ... ... Warwickshire C. Skinner ... ... 1874 
} Local Committee . Eveeham ... ... W orcostershire ... T. Boulton ... . .. 1874 

Downton ... ... Wiltshire ... C. Mizen . .. ... 1874 Southern Baptist Association. 
Brentford ... ... Middlesex ... ... H. Mears ... 1874 Mesars. Greenwood Bros., "In Memoriam. 
Wellow Hampshire W. Hodge ... ... 1874 Southern Baptist Association, 
Stow and Aston ... Gloucestershire ... C. Bartlett ... ... 1875 Oxfordshire Association. 
Wolverhampton ... Staffordshire ... A. Frost ... ... 1876 Mr. T. Bantock. 
Iron bridge .. . . .. Shropshire ... ... J. Gilpin . .. ... 1876 A. Maw, Esq. 

*Pewsey Vale ... Wiltshire ... R. Moody ... ... 1876 Dr, Anstie and Local Committee, 
Fritham ... Hampshire ... ... R. Bellamy ... ... 1876 R. W. S. Griffith, Esq. 
Lymi'lgton ::: ... Do. ... ... G. Botwright . .. 1876 Southern Baptist Association. ' 
lladleigh ... ... Suffolk ... ... E. Paine ... . .. 1876 Hadleigh Congregational Church. 
Poole ...... ... Dorset ... ... W. Lloyd .. . ... 1877 Southern Baptist AssociaLion. 
Bower Chalk ... Salisbury ... W. Hardiman ... 1877 Southern Bapti•t Association. 

•Kettering .. , ... Northampton ... A. Portingall ... 1879 Mr. Thomas Meadows, Sonr. 
Swadlincote ... Derbyshire ... ... J. P. Allon . .. 1880 E. S., Anonymous. 
Orpington ... ... Kent ... ... T. Bignell ... .. . 1880 W. Vinson, Esq. 
Swaffham ... ... Cambridgeshire ... F. Collier ... .. . 1880 Oam bridgeshire Association. 
R0pt0n ... ... Staffordshire ... 0. Payne . .. 1880 E. S., Anonymous. 
Sellindge ... Kent ... ... J. W. Andrew . .. 1882 
Tewkesbury ... Gloucestershire ... J. A. Skoot ... )882 ltev. J. E. Brett. 
Thornbury ... ... Do. ... C. G. Hicks .. . 1!182 Mrs. S. Taylor. 
Groat Totham EHSOX ... ... ... T. flondall ... .. . 1883 .Rov. H. J. Ifarvoy. 
Penrhiwcoihor ... Abordaro ... ... J. W. Knco ... 1883 Mo••r•. J. and H. Cory. 
Aylesbury ... Bucks .. , ... ,Tab Smith ... ... )883 Mosars. J. K 1'11ylor 11ud Thos. Gurney, 

Melkshaw ... ... WiltHhiro .. , ... A. W11lkor ... . .. 1884 Mn. II. Koovil, 
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DIRTIUar, I 

Btutford-on-Avon 
Greonwioh ... 
Estovor 

*L&nghR.DJ. 
St. ::\1&rg&ret's 
Cowfold 
Egh&m 
Chard ... .. ... 
Corton ,, 
Barrow 

*Gildersome ... 
Eastchuroh ... 
Horsforth 
Sittingbourne 
Horsell 
Southampton 
Newington and 

.. I Walworth 
Denmead 
Earls Colne ... 

* Biddenden ... 
*Dereha.m 

Cowling Hill 
Catford 
Wallingford 
Devonport 
Withington 
Canterbury 
Langley Moor 

---~· - -----

--- --~~-COUNTY, 001,roRTllilTR. OPIDNIIID. OUAIU.NTOR OR ROIIIOBART LOCAL 8UPDINTPDmNT, ~~~----- --- --

,vlll'WillkRhiro S. BnrLlott .. , 1884 Meeere. ,J, Smo.llwood. Rout W. Boor 188G Rev. 0, Spurgeon. Dovon ... II, Oopo 1887 H. 0. Serpell, Eeq. Esaoll " l~. HynU 1887 R. Scott, E"'l, Kont ll. R. Sinter 1889 I Kent and Buseex Baptiet Association. Si:eaox ... J. Brooker ... 1889 
Surroy ... H. E. Oolo ... 1880 Home Oountioe Baptiet Aeeoclatlon. SomorHot (1, Willatend 1889 Wostern Baptist Association. Wilts ... Thoe, Haines 1889 Thoe. Harris, Esq. SnlTolk IIy. Wobb ... 1889 Suffolk Congregational Union. Yorkshire J. Ford 1889 Rev, J, Haelam, 
Sheppey, Keut Jarvis Smith' 1890 L. H., Anonymous. Yorkshire ... A. J. Tilney 1890 Mias Bilbrongh. Kent J. Morey ... 1890 Kent and Sussex Baptist Aeeociation. Suri·ey ... H. Fifiold 1890 Home Counties Baptist Aesociation. Hampshire ... H. W. Hillman 1890 R. Beck, Esq, 
Surrey ... G. Powell ... 1890 Metropolitan Tabernacle Sanday School. 
Hampshire ... A. W. Gould 1890 Southern Baptist Association. 
Essex ... T. R. Todd ... 1891 Mr, J. A, Tawell. 
Kent F. Singleton 1892 Kent and Sussex Baptist Association. 
Norfolk B. Neal 1892 Norfolk Congregational Union. 
Yorkshire S. Parkes 1892 Cowling Hill Baptist Church. 
Kent G. Chant ... 18113 J. G. Priestley, Esq. 
Berkshire W. Bird 1893 W. Davies, Esq., Toronto. 
Devon J. Hines 1894 Devon Baptist Association, 
Hereford S. Watkins ... 1894 Mr. J. Meredith, 
Kent ... A. R. Richards ... 1894 Kent and Sussex Baptist Association. 
Durho.m R. Dodds ... 1896 J. Raw, Esq. 

No, of Districts occupied during 1896 :-68. 
• Dletrlcte marked with an asterl1k bl\Ve been dlscon~lnned from Jack of Local Snbscrlptlons or otber cansea, 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 

Rtctivtd from ut 7.2nuary to JIJt December, 18g6. 

(Previously acknowledged in Th• Swr,,rd. and. lh• TrO'lO<l.) 

Foa D1sTBIOTB. 

t,e~bu'.
0t ::: 

AJcester 
A,xbridge ... ... ... 
Brentford, in memoriam . .. .. . 
eorton

1 
per Mr. Thos. Harris ... 

Cambndge Be.ptiat Asaocie.tion .. , 
Ce.rdiff', per Mr. J. Cory .. . .. . ... 

£ •· d. 
12 0 0 
40 0 0 
80 0 0 

6 6 0 
40 0 0 
46 0 0 
42 10 0 
45 0 0 

ce.rdiff and Penrhiwceiber, per Mr. R. 
Cory ... ... ... ... ... 45 0 0 

Ce.tford and Forest Hill, per Mr. T. G. 
Priestley .•• ... . . . . .. . .. 20 0 0 

Cowling Hill Be.ptist Church ... ... 40 o O 
Devon!laptistAssociation,forDevonport 46 0 0 
Dorking, per Mr. A. Chabot ... ... 45 0 0 
Estover, per Mr. H. 0. Berpell ... 40 0 0 
Ee.stchmch, per L. H. ... ... 45 0 0 
Ee.rla Colne, per Mr. A. J. Tnwell 40 0 0 
Frithe.m, per Mr. R. W. S. Griffith 33 15 0 
Greenwich, per Pastor C. Siwzgeon 40 0 0 
GildeI11ome, per Rev. J. Haslam ... 40 0 0 
Home Counties Baptist Association ,M 100 0 0 
He.dleigh Congreptional Church 50 0 0 
Horsforth, per Mias Bilbrough ... ... 45 0 0 
Hereford District, per Mr. Samuel 

Ward ... ... ... ... . .. 45 0 0 
Ilkeston, per Friend in New Zea.land... 45 0 0 
Ironbrid.o:e, per Mrs. G. Maw ... ... 40 0 0 
Kent anil Sussex Baptist Asaocie.tion .. , 186 13 4 
Kettering, per Mr. G. Barratt... 40 0 O 
Langham, per Mr. R. Scott 33 15 o 
Langley Moor, per Mr. J. Raw... 33 16 0 
Malden, Friends nt . .. 45 8 0 
Mel.ksham, per Mrs. H. Keevil ... .. . 45 0 O 
Minchinhampton, per Messrs. E. C. 

Evans & Sons . .. . . . . . . . . . 40 0 0 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Sunde.y School, 

for Newington e.nd Walworth ... 40 0 0 
Norfolk Congrege.tional Union, for Ee.at 

Dereham .. , 11 6 0 
Orpington .. ... ... .. . 40 0 O 
Repton and Swadlincote, per E. S. 80 0 0 
BuJl'olk Congregational Union ... 50 O O 
Southern BRptist Association ... . .. 240 O o 
Southampton, per Mr. R. Beck... ... 46 0 0 
Stow e.nd Aston, Oxfordshire Aaaocia-

tion ... ... . .. 
Sellindge ... • ... . .. 

40 0 0 
3~ 10 0 

Stratford-on-Avon, per Mr. J. 
Smallwood ... ... ... ... S5 0 O 

Shipley and Wolverhampton, per Rev. 
J. S. Drummond ... ... • .. 46 0 0 

Tewkesbury District:-
Rev. W. Davies ... 3 16 0 
Mrs. Thomas White 5 o o 
Mrs. Robinson 20 O o 
Rev. J.E. Brett ... 6 0 0 
Rev. E. Bnlmford ... 2 15 0 
Mrs. Pattison 0 15 0 

Thornbury, colleoted per Mrs. S. Tay!; 
Tatham, Great, per Rev. H.J. Harvey 
Wilts e.nd East Somerset Baptist Aaao-

oiation ... ... ... ... . .. 
Worcester Evangelistic and Colportage 

Aasooio.tion . .. . . . ... . .. 
Western Boptlst Asaooie.tion .. . 

87 6 0 
30 0 0 
40 0 0 

:IS 15 0 

47 10 0 
45 0 0 

Foa D1sTa1cTs.----eominu.M. 

Wallingford, per Mr. Wm. Daviea, 
Toronto 45 o \) 

Difference between arrears and 
advances at the beginning and 
end of the year 

£2,382 19 ~ 

31 0 10 

£2,3.51 13 6 

G&,,EBAL Ftr.ro. 

£ •· d. 
A Friend, per lli. E. I.ea .. . .. . 30 0 o 
An old Member, per Pa.r..or Thomas 

Spurgeon... ... ... ... . .. 0 5 0 
1 19 10 
2 2 6 

Anonymous, per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon 
Anonymous, per Dr. J. A. Spm!!'<On ... 
A grateful son, per Pastor Thomas 

Spurgeon ... ... ... ... .. . O 10 6 
A Friend, per Colportenr C. Payne 0 2 6-
A reader of s.,,o,·d. and Tr<ncel _ 0 1 0 
Atherton, Mr. . .. . .. ..• o 1 o 
An e.Jll.icted Mis&onary of India 1 2 O 
AFriend ... .. ... ... 0 4 0 
Batty, Mr. Ja.mes ... 5 o o 
Brown, Mr. A. ... O -i 6 
Barrett, Mr. and lllrs. -• o 10 u 
Bethel Che.pel, collection a.t 1 5 0 
Baskcomb, Mrs. S. 5 o o 
Ba.relay, Mr. W. ... o 1 6 
Baker, Mrs. Anne .. . 5 o O 
Billing, Mr. J. 1 o ,, 
Bre.zil. Mr. ... 3 o o 
Benstead, ll[rs. ... ... ... ... 0 1 0 
Collection. Special Meeting at Plymonth 1 l -i 
Clout, l\Irs. S. ... ... ... ... o 6 
Collection at Genero.l Meeting ..• 13 13 9 
Cowell, Miss J. T ., collected by O 7 t} 
Cole, Mr. W. R., in memory of 10 10 O 
Cook, Mr. Harry o 2 o 
De.;, )lr. A. J. ll ., 0 
Donaldson, Mrs. 1 O O 
Eve.ns, Mr. W. 5 0 ,) 
EUerson, Mrs. S. O O 6 
liibson, Mr. R. ... .. . .. . ... 10 U 0 
Greenop, Mr., per Colporteur Andrews O ., 6 
Grant from President'• Birthday Fund 10 0 u 
Fiddyment, llr. A. 1 o u 
Heele.s, Mr. D. 1 0 0 
Harker. Ml'. E. 1 13 0 
Haward, Mrs. L. o , 6 
Hiley, Mr. W., of Rhymney 20 19 6 
H.A.B. ... ... ... 0 7 ~ 
H. B., per ~lrs. C. H. Spurg,on ..• 10 0 0 
·• In Loviog Memory,'' per Mrs. C. H. 

l:lpurgeon ... 
Jones, ~[I'$. ~I. .. . 
King, Mr. W. .. . 
Kirtley, th~ Misses 
L1\wreuc~, Mr. J . ... 
M.A.K. 
~loore, lli. Thomas 

60 0 0 
0 10 0 
I O o 

0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
:! 0 0 
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Nicholoon. Mro. . .. 
Pie,..<>n, Dr. A. T ... . 
Pikher, Yr. W. ... .. . 
Powell'• Oollection Box .. . 
Pri~. Yr. .. ... . .. 
Prieotley'.., Mr., Shop Fund ... 
Profit on Siue of Pone Text Booka 
R&mN>W, ~- -• ... 
Ra.flleld. Mn,., Colleot.ed by 
&nice of Song _ 
Sea.ly. Yr. L. ... ... . .. 
·Sindair. Mrs. and Daughhlrs ... 
-f..E. .. ... ... 
Shadwicl<, Mr. W.... ... ... . .. 
Sale of Report,; at. Annual Meeting -· 

~(:o~s~te ... ... ... ... 
Walt.er, Yrs., pe,Mrs.C. H. Spurgeon 
Williamson, Mrs. _ _ ... ... 
Worthington J:laptist Chapel, Collec-

tion 11.t 
Web@dale. Mr. A .... 
Wilkinoon, Mrs . .R. 
W'.H.A. 

.&,.-,.-,;J.L SuBscJw,noYB. 

Ackland. llr. A. G. 
Bully. Mr. 
Brune. Yr. E. 
Bullm.a.n, Yr. 
C.A.Y. _ ... 
Oeminson, l!r. R. 
Calder, Mrs. E. A.. 
Cassell & Co., Messrs. 
Contt.s. Yrs. 
Cook. llr. J. J. 
Daniell. y;_.,. R. 
Dale. llrs. E. 
Elgee,Yrs .... 
Ellwood. Mn;. 
ETiins, Yr. w. 
Fish wick. Mr. 
Fisher. Yr. F. 
~d ... 
Gagaxd,Mr.J. 
Gsrdiner,Yn. 
Gerard. llioo 
Gsk,Mr.Wm. 
Hopper, Mr. W. 
Hall,1lr. T. 
Hellier,!ln. 
Hegarty, Mrs. 

£•·d. 
l O 0 
2 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 11 2 
2 0 0 
l O 0 
I 2 10 
I O O 
0 IS ll 
0 10 6 
0 7 6 
1 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 12 11 
0 15 0 
0 l 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 0 

0 S 6 
l O 0 
0 10 o 
0 5 0 

5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 6 
1 0 0 

10 O 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
l 1 0 
1 0 0 
O 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
l l 0 
l 1 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 

OENBII.A.L FnMD----COnfinuttl. 

g:1~~~w~·N·::: ... ... .. 
Lloyd. Mr. F. W. N., per Mrs. C. H. 

M~\J'T.3. .:: ... 
Mead. Mr. and Mn. 
McGill, Yro. .. 
Y&rubam, Mr. J .... 
M&r&ball, Mr. 
Matthew, Mn. . 
Xa.nnin~ton, llir. W. 
M.H.B.W. . .. 
Mille, Yr. Walter • ., 
lfotTis. Mi"" 
Neal, Mr. John 
Olney, Mr. Wm. 
Olney, Mrs. 
O.B.... . .. 
Penny, Mr. T. S. 
Pocock Bros., Messrs. 
Priestley, lllr. J. .. . . .. 
Pa.rtridfl8 & Co., Messn. 
Payne, lllr. W. . .. 
Pa..ssmore. Mr. J .... 
Palmer. lllr. G. 
Poate, Mias ..• 
Quick, llir. J. . .. 
Rabbits, lllr. Wittuck 
Raybould, Mrs. . .. 
Rogers, Mr. Matthew 
Roberts, Mr. c. w. 
R&wlings, Mr. E .. .. 
Shearman, Mrs. .. . 
Spurgeon, Pastor T. ... 
llpice, Mr. and Mrs. .. . . .. 
Scotland, per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon 
Spiers. lllr. J. 
Stevens, lllrs. 
Smith, Mr. J. s:; p~- Dr."

00

Jam;~ 
Spurgeon... . .. 

Thom, Mr. R. H .... 
Upton, Yrs. J. 
Wollard, A .... 
Wilson, l\Ir. J. 
Windmill, Mrs. 
York, Miss ... 

£ e. d. 
0 10 8 
I 1 0 

10 0 O 
0 10 O 
2 2 0 
0 10 6 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
II 10 6 
1 I o 
1 l 0 
0 10 6 

10 0 U 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
l 1 o 
2 2 O 

20 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
5 5 0 
4 10 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

5 0 0 
0 5 0 
5 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 6 

TOTJ.L f3i7 0 0 

Part Legacy,lo.te Mr, A. Cochrane ... 60 O 0 
Lega.cy,Mrs. E. S. Jarrett ... ... 45 0 0 

£95 0 0 



METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION. 
filt. General Account, 

To Colporteurs
W ages 
ExpeD80S 

£ 8. d. £ s. d. 
... 3,8~5 10 3 

,, Dep6t and Genera.I Expense8-
Salaries-Secretary and A88istent8 
Printing, Stationery, o.nd Annual Report 
Postages and Telegrams 
Advertising e.nd Travelling 
Sundries, Cleaning, .&c .... 
Annual Meeting Expenses 

338 19 11 

34,s 7 I 
32 HJ 1 
17 13 .5 
2 14 4 

1r, 7 8 
3G 12 8 

4,174 10 2 

450 14 6 

£4,025 4 8 

December 31st, lf\96. 

By Profit on Salee 
,, Subscriptions and Dono.tions-

For Districts .. . .. . . .. 
For Geueral Fund 

Do.lo.nee Deficiency ... 

Qtt. 

£ e. tl. £ •· d. 

2,31,1 IS 6 
317 0 O 

I 817 U ~ 

2,7~8 IS Ii 
71:! 11 5 

-----------

~ ---
£4,625 4 S 
------

Balance Sheet, Decembe1· 31st, 1896. 

'fo Crediton-
District Subscriptione (In adve.nce) 
Publiehen, Printers, &c. 

,, Capital Account--
Balance, December 3let, 1896 ... 
Legacies 

Lese Dollcicncy, 180() ... 

---------------------
.£ 8, d. £ s. d. I By Stock-

At DepOt ... . .. 
100 10 9 With0olportell1'11 .. , 

1,411 11 3 

2,730 7 11 
95 0 0 

2,831 7 11 
78 11 6 

1,621 2 0 

---- 2,7{)2 10 0 ----
£4,27:J 18 0 

,. Debtor8-
Colportell1'11' Do.lo.noea 
Book Ai:rente' ,, ,. 
Dietriot Subscriptions (due) 

,, Invoetmont £OGG 2e. Bel. Victorio. 4 
por oeut. Stock 

11 Oo.sb-
At Bo.ukere' ... ... 
With 8oorot1uy & Trading Dept. 

£ s. d. 
698 19 I! 

1,202 3 10 

666 2 1 
36 16 11 
5t\ 8 1 ---

566 7 S 
15 0 0 

£ S. U. 

1,901 :l U 

iGl 7 

1,000 0 0 

oil 1 s 
£4,273 18 6 
~- ----- -- - . 

J•:xumlne<l with vouohore 1mcl found correct I 1'11os. (IRRRNWOOD. 
May io, 1HU7. j }'. U. LADD~. 
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THE LADIES' WORKING SOCIETY 
For Helping the Colporteurs and their Families. 

PresuimJ-Mrs. THOMAS SPURGEON. 

Vice-President-Mrs. PEARCE. 

Tnasur-l\lrs. HALL. Secrelar.r-Miss HOOPER. 

Commilta---Mrs. ,vrGNEY, Mrs. MORGAN, Mrs. FULLER, .Mrs. FREEMAN, 

Mrs. PARKER, Mrs. FORD, Miss SWAIN, Miss SMEE, Miss HEILBROUN, 
Miss c. PEARCE. 

THROUGHOUT another year the good hand of our God has been upon us, 
helping and guiding us in this our effort to help bear the burdens of our friends 
the Colporteurs; this effort is much needed and must be very helphll. When 

we think of a Colporteur going forth on his rollllds with his heavy pack on bis back 

leaving behind him at home a sickly wife ofttimes, and a large family of small 
children, all needing fresh clothing, and not knowing where the money is to come 

from to procure it, what a relief it must be to him to know from experience that in 
London there is a Society able, ready and willing to meet most of bis' demands, only 
waiting to know what they are ; this naturally must help him carry his pack with a 
lighter heart, and praise his Heavenly Father for having thus remembered his needs. 
The Committee have again to thank several kind friends for subscriptions and left-off 
garments, and would again solicit their kindly aid in further carrying on this Christ

like work; the number of parcels sent out during the year was 19. 

A working meeting is held every alternate Monday, at the Tabernacle, in 

the Ladies' Room, from 3 till 7 o'clock. Any friend who can spare the whole or a 

portion of the time will receive a hearty welcome. 

Parcels may be addressed to Miss HOOPER, Secretary, Ladies' Colportage 

Working Society, Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, S E. 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 

1 Give and Bequeath the sum of_ ____________ _ 

p()Unds sterling, lo be paid out of that part of my personal estate wlui:h 

may by law be given with effect for charitable purposes, lo be paid lo the 

Treasurer for the time being of the Metropolitan Tabernacle Co/portage 

Association, Newington, Surrey, and his receipt shall be a mffeciett! 

disclzarge for the said Leracy; and this Lrgacy, wlten received by such 

Treasurer, to be applied for the general purposes of the Association. 
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AUGUST, 1897. 

" IDhe ~uestion Q9ah" at .. <ootcstmood ... 
o. H. BPURGEON 1S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS' QrESTil)NS. 

(Co11ti111ted from page 367.) 

TUDENT'S • QUESTIO.N.-.(t' a pt>rson be tn,ly co11r,•rt1:d, 1111,l 

so a 11w11ber of t/11• true Church, har,· 1c6 a11y 1rnrra11t Jt•r 
njicsing him admi~sion to cl111rclt-fdllo1cship bdcauu h, is 110! 

immersed!' 

lb. SPURGEON's ANBWER.-1 thiuk so. The rule of tht, 
Church of Christ is : " He thut balieveth aud is baptizt,d, .,.hnll be 

:?~l 
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sin-ed." We have to Mcertain these two things concerning each 
<'andid11tl' for l'hnrch-followship,-frrst, has he believed? If so, next 
ha,a be been bnptized? "When I had been accepted as n, member of 
the Congregational Chureh at :Newm1trket, I was invited to the 
CL1mmtmion t-able, although I had. not been baptized. I refused 
because it did not appear to me to be according to the New Testament 
order: "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." I waited until 
I could go to the Lord's table as one who had believed, and who had 
been baptized. This is what we practise as a church, and always 
have done. 

With regard to communion, we have realized that there are certain 
brethren and sisters who belong to Christ, though they have not 
obeyed one of His ordinances, so we give them hospitality, we invite 
them to commune with us; but we do not admit them into the church, 
we do not allow them a share in the government of the church, for 
that would be to violate Christ's law, and within the church we are 
bound to carry out the regulations He has laid down. 

I do not regard either baptism or the Lord's supper as a church 
ordinance ; we are baptized into Christ, not into the church. Any 
belie,er can baptize any other person who desires to confess his faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ in the divinely-appointed way. The minister 
of Christ may baptize anybody who comes to him to make a pro
fession of his faith; and any believer, whether inside the church or 
outside, may sit down at the Lord's table, not only in a building 
specially set apart for the worship of God, but, as l ha:ve often done, 
at an inn or hotel where I have been staying with a few friends, who 
ha,e gathered with me for the "breaking of bread." 

I imagine that there are small villages, where there could not be 
any Christian ordinances if people waited until they could be observed 
according to the order of the Church of England, W esleyans, Baptists, 
and so on; and it may be well, in such places, to have united services 
until each body of believers is numerous enough to form its own 
organizations. Such a union may be necessary for the time being, · 
but it always ends in a break-up, sooner or later. We never ought 
to form churches which will end in splits, and that is usually the 
result of union churches. I remember an instance, at this moment, 
where a number of Baptists helped in forming a good strong church, 
w-hich afterwards chose an Independent minister, .and when they had 
exhausted themselves, and spent all their money, they had to go and 
start a new church of our own faith and order. See how John 
Bunyan's plan worked at Bedford; he was a Baptist, but now they 
have not had a Baptist minister for many years. It is but just to say 
that Mr. Brown, the present pastor, said to me, "I wish you would 
come, and preach a baptizing sermon ; we had two Baptist ministers 
to pn,ach for us, but they never said a word about the ordinances, 
and I r;hould like our friends to hear what you would say upon the 
matter, so come and give us a good stiff sermon upon believers' 
t,a pti~ru. '' 
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I ho.d a curious experience, once, with a P:,,do-baptist minister, who 
wrote that one of his members wished to be baptized, and as her 
pastor he thought it was his dnty to baptize her, so he asked if h,! 
might bring her to the Tabernacle. I said, " Yes, hut I should 
recommend you not to do so, as you are not baptized yourself." He 
replied that he thought I was very kind and generous, and he came 
with his young friend. I said, "Of course, you will say something to 
the people to explain your position." " Oh, no ! " he answered, " I 
would not think of intruding; " but, after all, he was stupid enough 
to come forward, and say that he thought it was his duty to do 
everything for his beloved members that might be helpful to their 
spiritual life, so he had come with the young friend who was about to 
be baptized ; and then he went on to show that immersion was not 
suited to our climate, that it was injurious, unnecessary, and that he 
did not approve of it, but he finished up with the following observa
tion :-" Though I do not approve of it, I have no doubt that it is 
according to the will of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." After such an admission, it mattered very little to us whether 
he approved of it, or not. 

if. if. 

Q.-In a village of a few hundred inhabitants, too small for different 
denominations to worship, would you advise the establishment of an aroicedly 
Baptist, or an unsectarian cause? 

If the latter, what plan would you adopt to de.fine the doctrinal position 
of the church, and to prevent the intrusion of error or disorder? 

.A.-I hardly know what to say, brethren; I have already antici
pated this question by the remark that there may be occasions when 
it is not wise to have a separate church for each denomination, but a 
church in which all may be united. In such a case, I really do not 
know how they would all get op. together ; but I have seen it done with 
very good and very gracious men. They have gone on somehow, I 
don't know how; higgledy-piggledy, I should think. Still, where 
there is abundance of the grace of God, such communities may flourish, 
and good may come out of them. Some of you know a place that has 
been put into my hands because it has failed under the undenom
inational arrangement. The Trustees were members of the 
Church of England, Wesleyan, Independent, and Baptist bodies, 
and they have at last come to me to say that the worst religion in all 
the world is undenominational, and that they will gladly give it up to me 
for a Baptist cause. Even the clergyman of the parish says, ,. I can 
get on very well with the Baptists, or the ,v esleyans, or with other bodies 
of Christians, but I cannot get on with these undenominationalists." 
It is so, brethren, and you will find that the people who come to you. 
and say the most about your being sectarian, usually belong to that 
sect which is the most sectarian of all sects, though it professes to be 
unsectarian. 

As to laying down nny doct.rinal basis " to prevent the intrusion of 
error or disorder" I don't think one could do better than have the 
Evangelicnl Alli~nce doctrines; they have been 1:ttlopted by Christians 
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of 'f"Rrious denominations, and they a.re just the elements of th& 
gospel of Christ. That <'reed might serve for a time. 

• • • • 
Q.- What co11rse should a pa-sto,· take with. a ,·efractory Sunday-scltool 

suprr·inteml-nit, tl'M ha.~ a follo1ri11g amo11g the teaclie,·s ? 

A.-Well, brethren, if a refractory deacon be hard to manage, what 
shall I say of a refractory Sunday-school superintendent? Oh, dear! 
Oh, dear'. Oh, dear ! Well, I can tell you what the pastor must not 
do ; he must not get into a bad temper, he must not get himself into 
disgrace in trying to deal with a refractory superintendent. I never 
had to deal with such an animal; so, not knowing what course to 
pursue, I cannot say. I should pray about him a great deal; what 
else I should do, must depend upon circumstances. Sometimes it 
be<'omes necessary for superintendent and teachers, too, to go for pe'ac& 
sake, or even for love's sake; but it is not usually the spirit of Christ 
that leads to division and separation. 

What trials there are in connection with all Christian work ! I 
think that Sabbath-schools always ought to have been part and parcel 
of the church ; the officers of the church ought to be officers of the 
school, and its members ought to be the teachers. I think that every 
teacher ought to be a church-member. 

(To be continued.) 

BY THOlfAS SPl'RGEON. 

THE P. C. M. A. 
"It was your dear Father's own Mission." 

SO ~ote a friend on the Continent enclosing a generous contribu
tion to the funds of the Pastors' College Missionary Association. 

The friend was right. I do not even find fault with her for employ
ing a <;apital F, for have I not been guilty (?) of so doing myself? 

The Institutions and Societies which C. H. Spurgeon himself 
founded, demand our special interest and care ;-they are the best 
memorials of his name and work. 

The founding of the P. C. M. A. was certainly his doing. RejoiQing 
to see the Missionary spirit in the College, he determined to have a 
Society of his own with a special field. His thoughts were directed 
to North A..frica, and Mr. Patrick, who was 'destined to be the first 
agent of the new So<;iety, was already "Morocco bound," for the 
Lord had laid the place and people on his heart. So the dear Presi
dent wrote, in October, 1889 :-"Mr.Patrick is a man of our own 
College, and is our own missionary working in connection with the 
:Korth Africa Mission. We hope that this work will grow till we 
have many such men in the field. This must, of course, depend upon 
the amount of money which we receive for this object. We would 
not deprive any one of tLe societiell of a single shilling; but, at the 
same time, we desire to have independent missionaries of our own 
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whorever a door is opened. Thie work, in the neare!!t of unchristian 
lands, has taken a deep hold on our heart. ALGIER!! A:-D MoRor;r;o FOR 

CnmsT is our cry. Please, dear friendi1, note this work, and pray for 
its prosperity." 

Thus the mission began, and it has continued unto thif! day. It hai1 
bad its ups and downs, and even the late dear Pastor did not find the 
funds· come in sufficiently well to extend the work, beyond making the 
valuable addition of one agent (our good friend, Dr. Churcher; to the 
staff. I have reason to believe that this slow progress was a cause of 
some disappointment to the founder, for he had often said, "Our hope 
is that this sapling may grow into a great tree." When Mr. Patrick 
wrote, pleading for a helper, mourning the small subscription list, and 
hinting that the money would roll in if the missionaries could send 
home thrilling accounts of hairbreadth escapes, or extraordinary 
hardships, the Pastor wrote :-"We cannot do more for North Africa 
until friends furnish us with the means. We must leave it with the 
consciences of the Lord's stewards." 

Since my dear father's death, our difficulties have been many, but 
thus far we have managed to hold on our way. Lately, however, the 
bottom of the barrel has been all too visible, and the faint-hearted began 
to fear that the sapling, instead of growing into a great tree, was 
about to wither, and die. But "the trees of the Lord are full of sap," 
and.,He who prompted C. H. Spurgeon to plant this sapling has 
already put it into the hearts of some to come to the help of Thomas 
Spurgeon in his attempt to keep his father's memory green in this 
matter also. Earnest workers in the Tabernacle Sunday-school heard 
of my anxiety, and having found the Missionary Circle system work 
splendidly in the school, they kindly offered to help me launch it in 
the church. They gave me one of their best workers-Mr. F. W. 
\Veekes,-as general secretary; they suggested four friends as 
managers, who willingly responded to my call ; and they generously 
transferred 31 shares from an existing circle, which bad been re
organized for the purpose. Mr. E. J. Wigney, the energetic secretary 
of the Young Christians' Missionary Union, thus reports our opening 
meeting:-

" On July 9th, a conversazione was held at the Pastors' College, by 
invitation of Pastor and Mrs. Thomas Spurgeon, to inaugurate the 
new movement. About one hundred friends responded, and, after 
refreshment and music, Mr. Patrick gave a.n interesting account 0£ 
the various branches of the work in Tangier. The Pastor then asked 
everyone present to tnke up a share in these circles, i.~., to undertake 
to _qi"ve or collect one penny per day for these missionaries, he leading 
the way by asking for four shares. The response was immediate and 
enthusiastic ; and, by the end of the evening, ,H new shares were 
placed, and others promised. Many more shareholders are required, 
and friends willing to give or collect one penn!J a d«!f are invited to 
send names and addresses to Mr. F. ,v. Weekes, 142, \Yyudham 
Road, Camberwell, S.E., who will forward Missiouar~- C'irch, Collect
ing-card. Each card lasts three 1Uonths, and at the end of the 
(1uarter the seven shillings and seven pence is sent in to the friends 
in charge of the circles." Since the above was written, the mon'ment 
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has shown signs of encouraging development. Who can tell where
unto it ma;r grow? 

This new departure has encom·aged me more than I ce.n tell. I 
belien•d there were many in the chureh and eongregation willing to 
aid. Just this systematic organization was needed. The plan com
mends itself to all. It is so simple, so interesting, so suitable to 
e,er~·one. "\Vho ean help approving a scheme which ce.n be thus 
detin,'<i,-" A Missionary Circle is a syndicate or company of a stated 
number of individuals, to raise a definite amount of missionary l:noney 
for a partieular piece of missionary work" ? The leading character
istics of "definite responsibility," "definite amount," and "definite 
sphere," surely commend the system to all who have the evangeliza
tion of the world at heart. And you, dear readers, who have been 
eollecting in other ways, please remember that your help is none the 
less needed now in new of the pressing need. It may still suit some 
of our helpers best to send contributions and subscriptions, or to 
collect by means of boxes ; but may I not hope for a widespread 
interest in this new departure ? . 

I commend it confidently to the members of the Tabernacle Church 
and congregation. I venture to hope also that some other churches 
will help us to bear this burden, and to enlarge our work. 

Dear father used to cherish the hope that the Pastora' College men 
would espouse this branch of missionary enterprise. Some are helpll!-g 
a little, but oh ! what might not be accomplished if all of them ( or 
e,en half) wonld help to send out their own brethren to the heathen ? 
This circle scheme affords a grand opportunity ( and a golden one) for 
aiding this Christlike work. If you can.not form a circle of 40 or 50 
shares, why not try one with a smaller number,-20, 10, or even 4? 
Inability to do great things for God will not excuse us for leaving 
undone what is within our power, and to our minds seems small. I 
wonder whc, will be the fust of "our own men" to write, saying,-" I 
a.r:i determined to start a circle on behalf of 'your dear Father's own 
Miuio11,' or to aid in some other way." ::J: shall look out for some 
post-ce.rds with this sentence on them. 

I ha,e been loth to use "The Pastor's Page" for urging the claims 
of the work committed to my care, but this time I could not resist the 
temptation, especially as the Editor most kindly said, "Why not write 
about the Missionary Circles in The Pastor's Page? " 

Dear reader, you can see to it that I do not appeal in vain, for you 
can help by one or otlier of the means suggested. I, therefore, like 
C. H. Spurgeon, "leave it with the consciences of the Lord's stewards." 

~rn. ~. I, jpurgeo-n'5 $0-rn-roo-m. 
'- I !,au ~een lti1J ways, and will !teal !tim."-Isa. lvii. 18. 

HERE is one of the blessedly incomprehensible paradoxes of God'.s 
love and mercy, wliich fairly Rtartles us by its excess of com

pasr;ionate grace: "I have sr!en Lis ways,-and "-one woulu huvo 
tL,Jught thr! 1wxt Hentenr·e um~( be, "I will punish him,'' or at least, 
"I will n,buke him;" lJUt instead of wmth, here is p1mlon, pity 
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mo.kes room for love, o.ncl in the plo.co of hittf'lrness, the Lr,rrl gives a 
blessing! "I have seen his ways, o.nrl will heal Lim." 

0 wanderer, will not these tender words cause you to return to yoitr 
Lord P O stony heart, wilt thou not break at so loving a tou<:h as this/ 
(i) cold and half-clead soul, will not such a Divine cordial revivr~ thee? 
•~ I liavc aeen Ms waya." What" ways" has Goel seen in thee? Have 
they not been " wicked''. "crooked", "perverse", "thine own 
ways",-" the ways of death"? Ho.st thou not turned asicle from the 
path of life, and refused to walk "in all His way," and chosen 
to thyself "a stubborn way"? Our heart must give a sad assent 
to all these charges. As we bow humbly before Him, and say, "Thou 
art acquainted with all my ways," we feel that such knowledge on His 
part intensifies our wonder and gratitude at the loving compassion with 
which He regards us. 

When I was a little child, and had been troublesome to my mother, 
reproof or punishment would always be followed by the trembling 
question. "Mother, don't you love me ? " And the mother's reply 
invariably was, "Yes, I love you; but I do not love your 11a11ghly 
ways!" Poor mother! Doubtless I tried her very much, and this was 
the best that grieve4 parental love could say; but the Heavenly 
Father has sweeter, choicer words than these for His erring children. 
His love is Divine, so He says, " I have seen his ways, a111l 
will lieal him." 0 sweet pitifulness of our God ! 0 tenderness 
inexplicable! 0 love surpassing all earth's loveliest affection'. Do 
not our hard hearts yield under the power of such compassion as 
this? God knows all our wickedness, He has seen all our wayward
ness ; yet His purpose towards us is one of healing and pardon, and 
not of anger and putting away. 

As I learn more of God, I get so sick of sin,-indwelling, heart-sin, 
I mean,- both in myself and others, that my soul welcomes this Word 
of the Lord as a condemned prisoner embraces a reprieve, or as a 
drowning man clutches the life-buoy thrown out for his rescue. To be 
healed of the disease which wastes us, to be delivered from the dead
ness and indifference which enchain us, to have a perfect heart with 
the Lord ow· God, and to walk before Him in a perfect way, this, I 
take it, is the blessed prospect held out by this promise. "\Yho will 
claim its fulfilment at once ? Who will take our gracious God at His 
Word, and believingly receive the priceless boon which His lo,e 
offers? 

0 blessed Lord, Thy forbearance with us in the past has been a 
miracle of mercy! Thou hast seen so much in us which Thy soul has 
abhorred, and yet Thou comest now with this gift of healing in Thy 
hands, which means not only pardon, but the power to be hL)ly. Lord. 
we lift up empty, beseeching hands to Thy full ones: lay upon them. 
wo pray Thee, 1111 that they can hour of Thy promised blessing· '. llur 
own ways have led us farther and forthor from Thet' ; now ll,t Thy 
forgiving, healing; love draw us so dose to ThL't', that we c,m nL'Yt'r 
again be mnoug· thrn,0" who l0nve the p1lths of uprighturs:-. to ,n1lk in 
tho ways of durkm,~s." 
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THE I'R£.>E:<T .. TIO:< OF TROWELS TO ::IIRS. SPuRGEON (8ee page 467). 

\\hat a memorable date -will the seventh day of the seventh month 
of the year 1897 ever be to me! It was a perfect day! Perfect in 
God's goodness and mercy, which from dawn to dusk followed us 
through e,ery hour ; perfect in the abounding sympathy and gen
erosity of friends, which secured a splendid financial success; and 
perfect as to the glorious weather, which was in itself a cause of 
exhilaration and delight. The ceremony and addresses are so well 
and graphically described in another page of this Magazine that there 
is no necessity for wearying my readers with a further account of 
them: but I f~el constrained to write what I could not fully say then, 
and gi,e utterance by my pen to the exceeding gratitude and joy 
which filled, and still fills, my heart. I am sometimes very sorry that 
my lips are well-nigh sealed when most I could desire them to over
flow with comely speech; but it is always thus with me, and however 
good a matter my heart may be inditing, my hand alone can express 
it, for never yet have I had the happy experience of finding my 
•' tongue as the pen of a ready writer." 

This lack of service on my part was grandly supplied on Wednesday, 
July 7th, by the speeches of my two dear sons, and Pastor A. G. 
Brown. They said the kindest and tenderest things in the best 
possible way, and praised the Lord with loving earnestness, giving 
thanks to His great Name for all the details of gracious aid which 
combined to make the day so prosperous and happy. 

Y,,t I think I mu8l have my little say also; and now that the excitement 
jr; all pa1,t, and I am once more in the solitude of my own home, I can 
pr,rliaps tell, out of a full heart, so111e of, the joy nnd tlrnnkfulness, the 
very weight of which almost silenced me before the people. 
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MRS. SPURGEON DEC'LA.RIXG 'IBE STOXE L-\.ID (See page -k~;. 

My dear friends, readers of the Sword a11d Trou·;l, who hase seen 
:he unfolding of this blessed story of Beulah Chapel, Be:s:hill-on-Sea, 
101t know from how small a seed of faith and love it grew, and you 
Liave watched its rapid development with interested eyes and sym
!iathetic hearts ;-you can imagine the tide of strong emotion "hich 
,urged across my spirit as I laid that lovely, sparkling block 
,if marble on the auspicious day, and stood in the midst of that 
crowd of loyal, loving people. "WH.-1.T H..l."'H Gon WROl"GHT," "ere 
1 he words which flashed in th_e sunshine, whispered in the soft breezes, 
and danced on the wave-crests throughout those memorable hours. 

God was giving me one of the greatest desires of my solitary life 
in thus seeing the successful commencement of the larger House of 
Prayer to be built, first for His honour and glory, and then in undying
memory of my beloved, who still lives in the hearts of thousands in 
this and other lands, not by remembrance only, but by those wonderful 
gospel utternnces which even now seem to leap from his liYing lips, 
and are made "the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth." It was the joy and aim of his life to preach the pure and 
simple gospel, and point poor sinners to a pardoning Saviour, and, us 
that same blessed work is being carried on in Beulah Chapel, and 
the truths for which he lived and died are fully and fearlessly pro
claimed there, "My sou,l doth magnify tho Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour." Small wonder that the placing of tlut 
memorial stone, the gathering together to celebrate God',- goL1duess 
to us, and the uprearino• of fresh Ebeuezers to His praist>, shnuld be 
almost overwhelming jo

0

y to one so dec'ply intorested in tlw work. 
Think, for a moment, denr readers, what cause I had for ex:eeeding 
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gratitude. Not much more than twelve months ago, there was no 
Bnptist meeting-house in Bexhill, or any hope of having one. Now, 
by the grace of God, and His unfailing help, we stood on our own 
freehold ground,-1111 paid for,- we saw at a short distance the School
chapel, m:_v '' heautiful little Zion, "-all finished, and furnished, and pai'cl 
/or: even the foundations and rising walls of the larger building, where 
we met together, were paid fo,· ,- all our belongings were entirely free 
of debt, and at that very moment the Lord was inclining many hearts 
to give freely of their substance that the work might go forward to a 
triumphant completion. Well did we say one to another, "This is 
the Lord"s doing,-it is marvellous in our eyes! 11 Never can I forget 
the eager kindness of friends on that day! They crowded round me 
with their loving free-will offerings, pressing their gifts into my full 
hands, with smiles and tender words of congratulation, till I felt 
bewildered by the abundance of the blessing which the Lord was 
bestowing upon me. Thanks, dear willing helpers, ten thousand 
hearty thanks to all (whether present at Bexhill or absent) who joined 
in this gracious service ; my heart first blesses God, for of His own 
have we given Him ; and then I gratefully turn to you, to thank you 
for the bounty which so inspired and gladdened u11. It seemed to me 
that what was said of a greater and more glorious gathering, in the 
days of old, might as truly be said of you, " Then the p.eopleTejoiced, 
for that they offned willingly, because with perfect heart they offered 
-willingly to the Lord." 

If any should feel unentitled to my praise in this respect, they can 
easily deserve it even now, and earn my loving thanks by sending 
forthwith that help to the Lord's work which they have hitherto 
withheld. 1Ve shall want much more to complete the grand design; 
bur it is only from hearts that God has touched that we care to receive 
gifts which are so sacredly dedicated to His service. 

So far, dear friends, have we not conclusively proved that "it is 
better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man"? You 
knou: ,ce hare asked l1elp from none hut God Hz"mself. In this, at 
least, we have served Him with a perfect heart, and He has shown 
Himself strong on our behalf. The money has come by His com
mand, and not a need has been unsupplied. Oh, that I could praise 
Him as He deserves,-that I could tell out in fervent, forcible words 
what a covenant-keeping, prayer-bearing, prayer-answering God we 
have found Him to be! \Ve owe all our success to His favour, and 
our prosperity to His gracious aid. Solomon's temple gleamed and 
glitteTed with earth's most precious product to the honour of the 
Gr,:at King; but just aB truJy, to the eye of faith, shall every stone 
and hrick of these buildings, every beam and rafter, every detail of 
their construction, appr:,ar covered with the fine gold of His faithful
n,,~~ and ],Jve '. 

"It i~ n<Jt all acc:omplisbed yet," someone would rernincl me. No, 
Yery likr:,]y we 1,ball waut riuite anotlrnr thousand pounds before the 
1,lau, urn l,e opr,rH,d frr;e of d,~bt. But we have the samo God to go 
trJ, aud dr,pr,ud upon; and what are a thousand pounds to Him? Ho 
could send me that sum to-morrow if He saw fit! Ah! while we 
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count upon God to fulfil His promises, there is no fear of failure being 
written across our plans and purposes. Never shall anyone he able 
to say, "'fhese people believed in the Lord,-and He disappointed 
them!" 

"Can He have taught us to trust in Hie Name, 
And thus far have brought us, to put us to shame?" 

No,-a thousand ti~es, No; we have no fear of this. His promise 
still stands sure, " My people shall never be ashamed." 

If I had had the courage to speak to the eager crowd, the other 
day, I think I should have told them this little story about one whose 
faith I fain would follow. Far back in the Middle Ages, there lived a 
good woman called St. Teresa. I believe she was a Carmelite nun; 
but that matters little, since she believed in God with all her heart. 
Well, she wanted to build a great Orphanage ; and how much do you 
think she had in hand towards it? Just three shillings ! When she 
was laughed at, and ridiculed,-for people were much the same in 
those days as they are now, and faith was foolishness to them,-she 
looked pityingly upon them, and gave this wise and noble answer, 
"With three shillings, Teresa can do nothing; but with God and her 
three shillings, THERE IS NOTHING TERESA CA..,N0T DO ! ! " 

S. S. 

A PAPER READ AT THE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OP 

THE PASTORS' COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, BY DR. :YcC.llG. 

DEAR PRESIDENT AND BRETHREN,-It was my privilege, 
three years ago, to read a paper on " The Cross, the Inspiration 

for Christian Service;" this morning, my subject is, "The Cross, the 
Centre.'' As servants of the Crucified, redeemed by His blood, we 
gather here to-day. The Cross is the mighty magnet that draws us 
to each other. As the· mustering hosts salute the national standard, 
so do we gladly hail the Cross. As the Israelites encamped under the 
shade of the cloudy pillar, so do we rest beneath the shadow of the 
Cross. Fronting the hosts of darkness, our banner, our beacon light, 
our battle-cry is the Cross. May our thoughts cluster round the 
Cross, as bees gather round the summer blossoms, while, for a little. 
I try to speak of the Cross as the Centre ! 

As before, I premise, at the outset, that I do not speak of the 
material symbol or ritual sign of the cross. The Cross, in New 
Testament language, means Sacrifice, Expiation, Propitiation, Atone
ment, Redemption ; and it is ever in that significution that we ust' the 
word, and glory in the truth it embodies. It has long- been a colll-
1.llonplace with Evangelieal Christianity that thL' Cross hold» tht' 
central position in the Ohristi1tn system: but there is a strong tcndeney. 
at the present day, to assig·n tlmt plaeo to the lncnrnation. nnd WL' 

are assured that the Incarnation is to ho rog·nrded n,; the true eentn· 
of the Christian Faith. There is n. mcasme of plirnsibilit~- in the 
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cont<'ntion, and we certainly have no d<'sire to minimize the importance 
of the Incarnation. We believe that the Cross implies the Incarnation, 
and that the Incarnation leads to the Cross; and we can use the term 
Incarnation to describe the whole of the marvellous manifestation of 
God in the matter of human redemption; but we cannot agree with 
the theorists t-0 whom I refer in making the Incarnation so important 
as to say that it would have taken place had there been no Fall, and no 
need of Redemption; or that it may be conceived of as apart from sin 
and salvation This is going beyond what is written; at most, it can 
only he a spE'culation; we believe it is opposed to what is written, and 
...-e maintain the old position, that the Cross-Atonement-is central, 
the Incarnation being a mysterious means to that glorious end. The 
other idea, when taken out of the region of_ speculation, is apt to be 
used to minimise the importance of the Atonement, and to encourage 
the hope of salvation in some other way than through the '' blood of 
the Cross.·, My main object, however, is not the polemical one of 
confuting the modern dogma (which is not so modern, after all), but 
the de,otional one of stirring our hearts to fresh love and adoration for 
the crucified Redeemer. 

I. TrrE C&oss CENTRAL IN THE Drn:--E Pu.ItPosE. 
Into the unrevealed secrets of the Lord, we make no attempt to 

pry; we have been warned, on high authority, against the danger of 
being " in wandering mazes lost" while discussing such lofty themes. 
The Divine purpose we can only know by Revelation. Prophecy 
reflected that purpose. It, at least, gave hints of what was in the 
Eternal Mind. The more closely ·we look at the Old Testament 
predictions, the more clearly do we see that the Cross is the Central 
idea. The ,ery first prediction tells of the Cross. Incarnation · is 
certainly implied in the exprec!sion "Seed of the woman"; but the 
great truth foreshadowed is Redemption through suffering, Conquest 
through the Cross. In the promise to Abraham, the blessing comes 
through the Incarnate One, "thy seed/' the exact method being 
undefined : but, as interpreted by the apostle, the blessing clearly 
comes through the Cross. In the 22nd Psalm, the Cross is upreared, 
and the writer sits under its sombre shadow, and sobs out the sa:d 
story in tones as pathetic and almost as plain as those of ~he Evan
gelists. In Isaiah liii., the Cross is gloriously promment, a.ll
er:.grossing; the chapter, like the 22nd Psalm, anticipates, and almost 
rivals in clearness, the Evangelists' tale of "the place called Calvary." 
Thus, did time permit, might we look in detail at all the leading 
1 'rophecies, and be by them guided to the same interpretation of the 
JJivine purpose as centring in the atoning Saviour. 

If the Prophecies reflect the purpose, not less certainly do the Types 
foreshadow it; and in all the great Types, while there is a hint of the 
Inrnrnation a~d other important truths, Atonement is the leading 
idea. The Tabernacle built upon the Redemption silver, the Ark 
with its propitiatory covering and the sprinkled blood, the many 
sacrifice;;, the perpetual blood-i;hedding, the cleansing· ritei;, the priestly 
fonctiom, all told of the Cross, all glowed with the distant light of 
Calvary, all plainly cried "the Eternal purposes to save sinners by 
sar-ri ii<;e." 
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Unmistakable are the New Testament statemenh of the purpose. 
Caiaphas unwittingly makes it known, the Evangelist giving th,, inner 
meaning of the high-priestly oracle, that Christ ~houlrl ,lie, "not for 
that nation only, but that also He should gather togetlu,r in one th,c, 
children of God, that were scattered abroad." Peter rleclflres, in his 
Pentecostal address, that Christ was delivered up "by the determinate 
cO'UDsel and foreknowledge of God ; " and in his first Epistle he mor•· 
fully expresser, the thought, when, speaking of Redemption through 
the precious blood of Christ, he says, " Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was manifested in thes8 last 
times for you ; " and in perfect keeping with that we have, among 
others, the statement that Christ is "the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world", and the Book of life in which the names of the redeemed 
are written is the Book of the Lamb. Ever does the Divine purpose 
move round this great transaction. The person of the Redeemer is in 
one sense the Centre, but the very fact that He is represented as a 
sacrificial lamb, shows that the atoning work is the great thought of 
God. The salvation of man is no afterthought of God. The Cross j,, 

not an experiment. From eternity, God contemplated the race in its 
sin, He determined to provide salvation, and in His wisdom arranged 
that the salvation should come throu~h Atonement. If, as some say, 
the Incarnation was a necessary method of the Divine manifestation 
demanded apart from sin, then the freeness of the purpose is obscured, 
and the gift of His Son is no longer the specitic manifestation of 
God's love for sinners. Great, indeed, is th.e love shown in th.e 
Incarnation; but that love appears in all its splendour when "l>e see 
the lowly birth crowned by the shameful death; the Cross is the 
climax of Divine love, as it is the effulgence of Divine intelligence, 
the masterpiece of Divine skill. 

II. THE CROSS CENTRAL IN THE THOUGHTS OF CHRIST. 

It has become fashionable, in certain quarters, to give great 
prominence to the " Teaching of Jesus "-especially to the ethical 
side of that teaching-at the expense of the apostolic testimony. \Ye'. 
of course, have no desire to undervalue the importance of any aspect 
of Christ's teaching; but we consider the teaching of the apostles as 
of equal import, as indeed really the teaching of Jesus through the 
apostles. The four Gospels are the record ·' of nll that Jesus b~!1a11 both 
to do and to teach;" and, by the way, what is specifically called the' 
teaching of Jesus, that recorded in the Gospels, is His teaching as set 
forth by these apostolic men Divinely inspired, so that there 0ught 
never to be any dream of conflict between the teaching of Christ and 
that of His apostles. But when we examine Christ's teaching as n-tleeting 
His thoughts, we cannot fail to see how prominent a place is held by 
the Cross. Some will have it that it was only gradually, and at tl. late 
period in His ministry, that Christ came to realize that His wny tL) 
victory lay by the Cross, that His death wns essential to the salvation 
which He came to accomplish. Dr. Horton frequently asSL'rts this, 
and even Dr. Watson tells us that "there an) signs that, at one time, 
Jesus had an idea of a Messinnic Kingdom which did not embrnce the 
Cross." This we cannot admit. We know, from othl'r Seriptun-s. 
that Christ came into the wodd to do the will of His }\tther, and to. 
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oft\,r Himi:elf 11 !JIICrifiC'e for sin. It would be strnnge indeed if the 
mist!S of enrth so ohsC'urC'd His vision ns to lead Him to lose sight of thnt 
grent objeC't. The strength of such fancies lies in the unscriptural 
theories of the Kn1osis, with which, in a pnper like this, we cannot 
attempt to deal. Our attitude toward such theories is indicated by a 
pregnant sentence of ~[r. Gr11cey·s, when referring to speculations as 
to " when the consciousness of having a Divine Mission, or a Divine 
Xature, dawned upon the Christ,'' he says:-" It must first be shown 
that He ever lost such consciommess, and so was without it, before it 
is time to C'nquirC' as to when He found it." 

We believe that all the Prophecies demand that Christ should come 
to His work with the full consciousness of what it involved ; but 
wainng that, and taking Christ as represented by the Evangelists 
studying His teaching as there recorded, we maintain that the Oros~ 
wa.s e-.er before Him. E-.en in the Synoptics, there are many indica
tions of this. It is sometimes maintained that the first mention of the 
Cross by Christ, as indeed the first thought of it entertained by Him, 
was at c~area Philippi, after the confession of Peter ; but long 
before that. we find Him speaking of the days when the disciples 
would fast because the Bridegroom should be taken away from them. 
Xo doubt, the Revelation of the Cross was gradually given to the 
disciples, and slowly received and dimly understood by them; but the 
Cross did not come into the range of Christ's vision unexpectedly. 
He saw it from eternity. He contemplated it all through life. I need 
not refer to the many other passages in the Synoptists where He 
speaks of His death, as it is generally admitted that, in the latter 
part of His ministry, the thought was continually with Him ; but 
when we turn to the Gospel according to John, we find abundant 
endence that from the beginning it was so. Throughout, this Gospel 
is luminous with the light of Calvary. In the second chapter, we 
hear Christ speaking of the overthrow of the temple of His body. 
T'J Nicodemus, He clearly makes known the necessity for His being 
" lifted up .• , In the discourse at Capernaum, He speaks of giving 
His flesh for the life of the world. The tenth chapter is full of the 
glorious truth that He, the Good Shepherd, would lay down His life 
for the sheep ; and to refer to only one other passage, in the twelfth 
(:hapter, He speaks of the approaching hour of His glorification, uses 
the expressive figure of the corn of wheat dying and bringing forth 
much fruit, lets us hear the surging of the sea of agony which yet 
beneath has its calm depths of Divine resignation and resolution : 
" Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save Me 
from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify Thy name." Mark, He does not speak as if He had but 
recently found out that such an awful hour awaited Him, but rather 
as if it had been long appointed and expected; and then He more 
definitely ill(licates the great event of that hour : " I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." He knew that, from 
tL,s Cross, He would rule the universe, dominate the ages, subdue the 
po,nmi of evil, be the true Shiloh, the Centre of saving attraction for 
t]1<; i;jnful sons uf men. "\Veil might that hour bo over in His mind; 
it w<sant much to H iw, it rneami much to us ;-that hour fixod in the 
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eternal purpose, that hour to which all ages had converged, that hour 
round which centred the greatest interests of Heaven, earth, and hell. 

Undoubtedly, according to the Evangelists, especially the belr,ved 
disciple, who was so well qualified to reflect the teaching of His 
Master, the Cross was ever central in the thoughts of Christ, and 
salvation ever conceived of as coming through suffering and death. 
Indeed, statements like those made by Drs. Horton and Watson would 
imply that John the Baptist knew more of Christ's mission than 
Christ Himself knew, since from the first appearing of the Christ, tb.e 
herald's cry was, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." We -do prize the teaching of Jesus, but we feel 
that it can only be fully understood in the light of the Cross. \\I-e 
rejoice in the holy life of Christ, but we believe that life finds its 
consummation at the Cross. We admire the miracles of Christ, but 
"the Cross of Christ is more to us than all His miracles," it is " the 
matchless miracle of Love." Surely it is not without significance 
that so much space is given by the Evangelists to the story of the 
Crucifixion; they do not all tell of His Birth, His Baptism, His 
Transfiguration, but they all linger lovingly over the details of the 
story of His Passion, His Death, His Cross. The impression grows 
upon us, as we read the narratives, that the crown of them all is the 
Cross; they all move on unswervingly to this tragic yet tmly 
triumphant conclusion,-a conclusion which the Master saw from the 
commencement. This the Church has ever felt; and beautifully is it 
expressed in an old Latin hymn of the 6th century,-

" Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle, with completed victory rife, 
And above the Cross's trophy, tell the triumph of the strife, 
How the world's Redeemer conquered, by surrendering His life. 

"Thirty years among us dwelling, His appointed time fulfilled, 
Born for th-is, He meets His Passion ; for that this He freely willed; 
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted, where His life-blood shall be spilled. 

"Faithful Cross! above all other, one and only noble tree, 
None in foliage, none in blossom, none in fruit thy peer may be ; 
Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron, sweetest weight is hung on thee." 

III. THE CROSS CENTRAL IN APOSTOLIO PREA.CHING. 

This is so clear that it cannot well be gainsaid. Thus, Dr. Horton, 
speaking of what he calls "the strange £act that divines have said so 
little about the teaching of Jesus," says, '' but the strangest fact of all is 
that, when we go back to the New Testament itself, we find that the most 
voluminous of the apostolic writers, St. Paul, does not allude to the 
teaching except in the most casual way .... ,Yhat is the explanation 
of this anomaly? It would seem that the wonder of the Cross, the 
Resurrection, and the Ascension obliterated in a blaze of glory every 
other consideration. 'He died £or our sins, and rose again £or our 
justification.' 'Himself bore our sins.' 'He is the propitiation.' 
The mind was filled and dazed with that triumph on'r siu and ,kath . 
. . . . 'l'hus, 0Y0n from apostolic times, the bins to whil'h I refor ha:, 
hoon obseryahlo in the Church. 'l'he h1aching- of J,,sus hns lwL'U 
noglectod in favour of tho contrnl foct of His ~::'nviug ,nn·k." Hut, 
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isnn,ly. the 'l"Pr)· fact that l',1nl an<l th,, other npo~tks gnve RO much 
pr0min,,nce hl thnt ·' central fttct '' is n proof that tho "hins" of tho 
C'hnrl'h h11!=: hePn a hias in tht> right direction. \Ve believe thnt these 
11postleo,. w,,re l)i,·inel)· i.uided in thus setting forth the· Cross. It i11 
strnng,, that rnnn)· of those who speak of the Incarnation a11 central 
tet considPrthat it i:,. immaterial whether we regard the account of 
the Yirgin hirth as historical or not. But apart from that nccount 
we haYe in the apo:,.tolic preaching only incidental references to th~ 
Incarnation, l"hid1 fact is sufficient to refute the idea that it was the 
all-important thing. The apostles. in their preaching, always take 
the Inearnation for granted, for the Saviour, whom they preach, is
One l"ho has appeared in human nature ; but while they touch upon 
the fact:,. of His life of holiness, His miracles of healing, His deeds of 
ble;o.sing. their story mo'l"es on without a pause to thtt C.roes, and in 
that Cross is their glory. AH their rhetoric is bathed in the light of 
the Cross. All their weightiest arguments are backed by the power 
of the Cross. All their tenderest pleadings throb with the love of the 
C'ross. The dominant note of all their gospel melody is the Cross. 
Their whole li,es march to the music of the Cross. - All their work 
is baptized in the Spirit of the Cross. Quotation here is needless, 
sim·e. to cite the references to the Cross, would be to transfer to our 
pages the bulk of the apostolic sermons. Of course, they spoke of 
other things. They declared the whole counsel of God. 'l'hey gave 
emphatic testimony to the Resurrection, the Ascension, the con
tinued life of the Lord Jesus on high, and His glorious Coming 
again: but these and all other glorious truths are regarded as having 
their roots in Calvary, drawing their life from the 'Cross. The Atone
ment through which salvation.comes, is the great matter. Thus Paul 
can s1...mmarize his message in the. phrase, " We preach Christ cruci
fied." The preaching of Christ incarnate would not have been 
foolishness to the philosophical Greek, for his own _mythology had 
h:nts of sueh a doctrine. The preaching of Christ glorified would riot 
haYe bePn a stumbling-block to the Jew, for a glorious Messiah was
his fond ideal The preaching of a Christ of spotless morality, of 
purest teaching, of wondrous wor]µng, need not h~ve r~pelled e~ther 
Jew or Greek; but to preach that the Christ incarnate and glorified, 
had been erucijied,-that the perfection o:f living, teaching, an~ -woi:k
ing Lad blossomed and fruited in the Cross,-this was what the 
natural mind repudiated. But this the apostles continued to preach, 
knowing that it was at once the grandest revelation of God, the only 
solution of the mysteries which surround men, and the true satis
faction of the needs that torment them. The gospel message is ca1led 
"the ,,. ord of the Cross." It is the Divine exposition of the 
transcendent fact of Calvary. Ruskin gives this "definition of the 
purest architectural abstractipns" :-" They are the deep and la
borious thoughts of the greatest men put into such easy letters that 
they can be written by the simplest." "The Word of the Cross" is 
the deepest thought of God put into such easy letters that they can be 
understood and proclaimed by the simplest. • 

:Brethren, we are in the true apostolic succession if we preach the
\\' ord of the Cross. Let us not be content with preaching aboi,t the· 
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gospel, but preach THE GosPEL,-not discussing the ethical or outlying 
aspects 0£ this or that truth, but going to the heart of all truth. LH 
us see that we preach Christ in all the wondro11s fulnes11, an,I many
sided aspects of His person and work ; but ever let us hold and pr•. _ 
claim as central, vitalizing, and essential, the Cross. It was a tru,, 
iustinct that led our late beloved President to choose a r,ertain well
known verse as his favourite, and well did it describe his mini~try. 
God grant that ever in our hearts, and on our lips, may be th<: tr11tb 
embodied in these lines, so often sounded out as sweetest music hy hi~ 
silver voice, so often written by his ready pen, and so appropriately 
engraven on his tomb,-

" E'er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds mpply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die " 

IV. TnE CRoss CENTRAL IN CHRISTIAN DocTRCTE. 
Doctrine is a necessity to a thinking man. It is idle to say, "Let 

us ke'=lp to the facts of Christianity, never mind the doctrines." You 
cannot have an intelligent grasp ·of the facts without having doctrine. 
Yolll' doctrine is simply your judgment about a fact. New Testament 
doctrine is the judgment of inspired men about the facts of Christianity. 
You take two marbles, and place them beside other two marbles, these 
are facts; but when you go on, and say, "Two and two make fom," 
you announce a doctrine. Arrange three lines in a certain way, and 
you get the fact of a triangle ; but you are not content with seeing that 
it is a triangle; you go farther, if you are a disciple of Euclid, and 
you formulate the doctrine· that any two angles of a triangle are 
together less than two right angles. When we say, " Christ died," we 
announce a fact; but when we add, "for our sins," we declare a 
doctrine, as we also do when we answer to ourselves the question," Who 
was this Christ·?" We canri.ot talk intelligently about Christ's death 
without stating doctrine. We believe in doctrine, and we hold that, in 
the noble system of Christian doctrine, the doctrine of the Cross
Atonement-holds the central place. Election-unpalatable to many, 
and yet in some form believed even by those who scout the name of 
Calvinist,-is closely connected with the Cross, for God's people are 
elect unto salvation, •• unto obedience and sprinkling of tht> blood of 
Jesus Christ." Regeneration· is the work of the Spirit, but the Spirit 
is given as the purchase of the Cross, and He uses the truth of the 
Cross as the instrument to acoomplish His regenerating work. 
Justification cannot be dissociated from the Cross; we are justifit>d 
by God as the Author, through grace the source, through Christ the 
Medium, through the Resurrection the evidence, through faith tht' 
instrument, but through His blood, as the g1-ound-the basis of it all 
Sanotification,-the Cross is the power to sanctify; we are crucified. 
with Him that the body of sin might be destroyed. In the power of 
the Cross, as brought to bear upon us by the Spirit, we are enabled tu 
mortify the deeds of the body. The Spirit of lifo in Christ Jesus 
makes us alive, but it is through reckoning ourselves dead,-dt>ad 
through the Cross. . So might we loo1i: at all the other doctrin""· and 

so 
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find t-hAt the)· Al'~ a.U bound into one harmonions system by the 
<'l'Utral 81~0 of the Cross. Incarnation and Reeurrection are the only 
rn-o <loctrrnes that can be thought to compete with the Cross in im
portanl'e. ()f the Incarnation, we have Rlready shown that it lends to 
the C'ross, and is never in Scripture contemplated in separation from 
rhe Cross. The doctrine of the Resnrrection might sometimes seem to 
claim the central position in the apostolic system of doctrine, but it is 
1)111)- s,,eming. We can hardly over-estimate the importance of the 
Hesurrt>ctiou. W,, often speak of it as fundamental,· but it is funda
mental ct·id,mti"al.l,11. It is the great demonstration of the truth of 
~'hristianit:i-: if it could not be established, the whole system would 
fall into ruins. (See the Easter Sermon of the present Pastor of the 
Tabernach'.' Most emphatically does Paul assert the utter futility of 
preaching, or of believing, if the Resurrection is not a fact. Preaching 
is ,ain, and faith is vain ; vain in a threefold way as the three 
different Greek words used show, "Unless ye believed in vain," ( lttj), 
rashly, unreasonably, without sufficient evidence. "Your faith is 
n1in '· ( Kff{-, ), empty, unsubstantial, a shell without a kernel ;-again, it 
is "vain" :11-arn[a), foolish, resultless. 

" If Christ be not raised, our preaching is vain ; " but what was 
the " preaching " ? Not the preaching specifically of the Resurrection ; 
that is dealt with in the next clause : '' We arA found false witnesses 
of God," but the preaching which is vain, if the Resurrection is not 
true, is the gospel, the story of the Cross, containing first of all the 
great truth that saves, " that Christ died for our sins.'' The 
Resurrection is like the attestation to a will, without which the will 
would be void, vain ; but with it, the contents are reliable, and bring 
blessing to those interested. The Resurrection establishes the gospel 
message. If we would give prominence to the fact that God has 
re,ealed Him.self to men, come near to them, then we must emphasize 
the Inearnation; if we would prove the truth of Christianity, then 
must we emphasize the Resurrection; but the very heart of the 
P..evelation which the Incarnation brings, and the supreme glory 
of the truth which the Resurrection establishes, we find in the 
Cross. 

How closely connected with the Cross are Baptism and the Lord's 
supper, whether viewed as ordinances or as doctrines! In Baptism, 
we certainly do think of the Resurrection, but first and chiefly of the 
death: '' we are buried by baptism unto death." In the Supper, we 
are pointed forward to the glorious Second Advent; but " till He 
come," we "shew forth His death," In the bread broken and wine 
,mtpoured, we read afresh in "large letters" written by the Saviour's 
own hand, the 13olemn yet joyful story of the Cross. Michelet, 
speaking of the fountain at the Coliseum, where the gladiators were 
wont to wash their wounda, says:-" The pillar of this fountain was 
also the first milestone of the Empire, all the roads of the Roman 
world were reckoned from this monument of slavery and death." 
May wr:, not i;ay that all the roads in the world of Christian doctrine 
ari,, rr:,ckon,:,d from that monument of shame and death, the Cross of 
Calvary~ 

V. THE C&oss CEXTRAL IN CoNVERSION-wo1rn. 



TUE OB.0881 THE OENTRE, 451 

It hn,s gloriously vindicated its right to this place. Sinners get 
1peace through the sight of the Cross; and preachers of the gospel 
,can declare with ever-growing emphasis,-

" There is life for e. look at the Crucified One." 

We might rest the whole case on the testimony of converts. Hold an 
-experience meeting of all the redeemed, and you will find that most 
will trace their conversion to some "Word of the Cross." 1Iany 
truths may be used to awaken, to encourage, to guide the sinner ; hut, 
as a rule, it is the truth of the Atonement that brings rest. I do not 
think there would be so much lament about "the dearth of con
·versions" were this glorious truth more fully and constantly proclaimed. 
We have h0ard many sermons, great sermons so-called, which would 
-demand some extraordinary display of Divine grace to lead to the con
version of any soul. In that admirable book, The Soul-uinner, there is 
a specially-instructive lecture on " The Kind of Sermons likely to win 
souls," which many of us remember hearing in our College days, and 
which we should like every minister in the land to read. Among 
many helpful hints there is this:-" Those sermons which are fullest 
of Christ are the most likely to be blessed to the conversion of the 
hearers. Let your sermons be full of Christ, from beginning to end 
crammed full of the gospel." And then, adds the greatest preacher 
of the age:-" I cannot preach anything else but Christ and His Cross, 
for I know nothing else; and, long ago, like the apostle Paul, I 
determined not to know anything save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified." We all know how he stuck to his theme; let us each be 
humble enough, and brave enough, and wise enough to do the same. 
Ever let us remember, it is the truth of the Cross that saves. Call up 
and examine as witnesses the most successful soul-winners, from Peter 
and Paul to Luther and Knox ; from Whitefield and Wesley to 
McCheyne and W. C. Burns; from C. H. Spurgeon and Richard 
Weaver to D. L. Moody and W. Y. Fullerton, and they will all testify 
that the Cross is ever central in conversion-work. Ruskin says of a. 
certain picture in the Scuola di San Rocco at Venice, "A most inter
esting picture, but which is unusual, best seen on a dark day when the 
white figure of Christ alone draws the eye.'' Brethren, is it not in the 
dark day of conviction that the sinner best sees the Cross, and the figure 
of the crucified Christ alone draws the eye, sets at rest the conscience, 
satisfies the soul, and gives full salvation? 

VI. TuE Cnoss CENTRAL IN CHRISTLA.N ExPERIE.."i'C'E. 
The new life is born at the Cross, and all the blessings of that life 

come through the Cross. Forgiveness, peace, joy, hope, strength, 
guidance, 11.re all flowers that grow on C1llva.ry. The h~c1rf of every 
true Christian, whatever ideas and speculations may occupy the head, 
finds its truest satisfaction in the Cross, and must ever sing,-

" Jesus, keep me near the Cross." 

The spiritual life can only be strong as it nrninttlins contact with the 
Cross. True prayer is baptized 11,t the Cross. Truly and beo,utifully 
,loes Dora Greenwell say:-" No one truly prays who does not pray 
in the freedom of Christ's life, and work, and dl'nth. It is 



452 THE CROl!S, THE CENTIIB. 

the sight of the Cross and of all the tremendous associations that are 
bound up in it, . . . that brings, that himl..~ the soul to prn.yer. 
It is this sight that makes of every awakened soul a priest, an inter
cei;:~or. . . . no longer trusting in its own repentance, its own 
faith. its own prayer, but joining its every petition to the might of 
that prevailing blood, which is ifs,lf the most powerful of all inter
cessions.'" In affliction, how precious is the Cross ! How the sorrow
ing, burdened heart finds comfort in the Cross ! When the King of 
Mexico and his chief favourite were put to the torture by their.Spanish 
conquerors, to compel them to reveal the place of the royal treasure, 
the cc>urtier, gfring way under the suffering, implored his monarch by 
a look to gi-1-e him permission to speak; but the King, who had been 
bearing all unflinchingly, responded, "Am I now reposing on a bed 
of roses ? •• The words and the thought inspired the favourite with 
fresh endurance, and he emulated the spirit of his brave sovereign. 
Ah, brethren ! how often the suffering saint has been strengthened 
and shamed into endurance by the thought of the sufferings which 
Jesus bore ! And suffering with Him, and for Him, is better than the 
best that life could give without Him. 

" Apart from Thee, all gain is loBB, 
All labour vainly done ; 

The solemn shadow of Thy Cross 
Is better thaii the sun." 

So might we look at all the phases of a Christian's experience, and 
-,,.e should find everywhere and always that the Cross is the Centre. 
It is neTer more so than in the last earthly experience. You, brethren, 
who have visited many a dying bed, know full well that the ripest 
saint, no less than the vilest sinner, finds all his comfort and joy in 
the Cross. We may not care for the Ritualistic colour of the line,-

,. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes," 

but in our mearung of "the Cross" we believe the line embodies the 
best desire of every dying saint. "The port I would be at," said the 
saintly Rutherford in his last moments, " is redemption through His 
blood." Ah, yes! when earthly scenes are fading, when the features 
of the best beloved ones grow dim to the weakening vision, when the 
black curtain rises, and the great eternity, with all its tremendous 
issues, looms before the spirit, then, if ever, is the Cross precious, 
central, essential. 

,II. Finally, and briefly, THE CRoss CENTRAL IN GLORY. 

It is so with regard to the glory of Christ Himself. His glory as 
the God-man comes to Him through the Cross. He humbled Himself, 
and bfcame obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross; 
ul,ertf(Ja, God hath highly exalted Him. It was for the joy set before 
Him that He endured the Croes. It is because He poured out His soul 
uuto df:ath that He can now- divide the spoil with the stroDg. 
Becau.s,, He glorified God on the Cross, God has glorified Him on the 
throne; and He f:ver eitteth as a priest upon His throne. 

It is true of the redeemed; they gather round the Crose now; in the 
glory, they know no other Centre. Throughout the Apocalyptic vision 
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of the glory, the groat central Figure is the glorified ChriRt, but He 
nlwaye appertrs bearing the marks of His Passion,-the Lamb aF! it had 
been slnin. The Lamb is the Victor, the Lamb is the Ll:lader, thl:l 
Lamb is the Light, the Lamb is the source and centre of all glory for 
Hie people. The saints before the throne are there because they have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
The redeemed follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, and their 
-eternal song of adoration is, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." 

" The bride eyes not her garment.., 
But her dear Bridegroom's face. 

I will not gaze at glory, 
But on my King of grace ; 

Not at the crown He giveth, 
But on His pierced hand ; 

The Lamb is all the glory 
Of lmmanuel's Land." 

'Brethren, there is much else I should like to say about the Cross, but 
I forbear; what we all need is, to see the Cross in all its glory. What 
~uskin says of the picture of the Crucifixion by a great painter, we 
may say of the Cross itself, we "must leave it to work its will on the 
,spectator; for it is beyond all analysis, and above all praise." But if we 
have afresh realized that all the Divine purposes circle round the 
Cross, that the thoughts of the Man of sorrows were ever occupied 
·with the Cross, that the apostles and all true preachers have ever 
gathered round and pointed to the Cross, that all the doctrines of grace 
revolve around the Cross, that sinners find all their salvation through 
the Cross, that saints on earth derive all their blessings from the 
Cross, and saints in Heaven trace all their glory to the Cross, we surely 
-ought, with renewed emphasis, to say,-

,, God forbid that we should glory, 
Save in Christ, the Crucified ; 

Or should blush to tell the story, 
How for sinners Jesus died." 

" So round the Cross we sing, 
• Of Christ, our offering, 

Of Christ, our living Kiug, 
HALLELUJAH FOR THE CROSS!" 

Jndhm Jnqid~tths and Jlhtstratiomt 
XI.-EvEN Sumu.s BELIETI. 

BRAHMANS are the highest, and Sudras the lowest caste ; bttt 
there are also many non-caste people in India. These are the 

'Very lowest grades of society, and were left in a state of utter degrada
rtion till the Christian Church stretched out a hand to help them. 
Even among Sudras, there are various sub-divisions of caste; and of 
-these, the N omo-Sudra is perhaps the lowest. They form a large 
i})ortion of the community, and are ns fully dominaten. by caste rules 
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as nre the upper cast£1S. Yet from among them God has called out. 
large numbers b~· His grac-e ; and I purpose giving a ohnraoter
skett>h of one whom 1 kn<'W full well. 

C'handi Charan was a Nomo-Sudra of great intelligence. He lived 
some distance from the town of Barisal, but near to one of the many 
:small natire churches that now dot that district, Like others of his. 
caste, he owned a field or two, a couple of cows, and n homestead 
where his aged parents lived with him. There were three thatched 
houses on the mound, one his own, a second his father's, and a third, the 
c-ook-room where all the work w-as done for the family. Chandi 
Charan came under conviction of sin that made him begin to live a 
different life: but this did not please his aged father, who had grown 
up hardened by idol-worship. So semi-persecution was begun; and, 
thus, •• without were fightings, within were fears." The poor fellow 
was dazed by the experiences that assailed him. "I am like a fish 
in a frying-11an." he said to me in the miEsion boat, "being turned 
first one side and then the other, towards the fire." He appeared to
be in perpetual misery. The matter that seemed most to· enrage his 
father was his refusal to beat his wife on the most trivial occasion as. 
he used to do. Often marrying girls of tender age, the men of his 
class almost uni,ersally learn to deal harshly with their wives. The 
young things are often incapable of doing all that is required in the 
home, because of want of teaching and experience;· so the husbands 
think they ha,e a right to punish them as they please. The old father 
did not like the change that he saw in his son. Perhaps it was a 
witness against himself. On one occasion, I held a magic-lantern 
eerrice in their homestead, and all the neighbours round were invited. 
Chandi was in the highest spirits as he ransacked the place for mats, 
sacks, boxes, or anything that could be used as a seat. To every one 
he ga-re a cheery welcome, but his father was surly and churlish all 
the time. 

~othing, howe,er, hindered Chandi Charan's growth in gTace. In 
May, 1 t-9:?, he was baptized by the native pa!!tor of the village. We 
gathered in the tiny thatched chapel for special prayer before the 
ceremony, and Olll' new brother's heart was melted within him. The 
hard-hearted father showed no delight or interest, «Fen when his son 
prostrated himself at his feet to entreat a reconciliation. It was a 
touching scene; but the cruel man spUl'Iled the pleading son from him,. 
and refused him love,-the one great right of a child's existence. 
Weeping, the dear fellow went to the large tank to put on Christ -
h:, baptism; and we who stood looking on were filled with thanks
giving and praise to God. Three days afterwards, a letter reached 
me from the native pastor, with the news that the father had relented, 
and all was peace at home. Thus the son's many prayers had been 
answered, and all was well. 

But happiness was not to be his for long in this world. On June 
18th of the following year, the Prince of peace called him to Himself. 
CbrJlera was the messenger sent to that village home. While ill, he 
said many comforting things to his wife and parents, and to all who· 
came near. His last hours were spent in prayer. He left two little
girls, and a son was born after his death. He left behind him n • 
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splendid testimony. All his brethren testifie<l to hiB labours, pra3 er~, 
and gifts for the church he hnd joined. He waf! very zealou'! in hii
observnnoe of the Lord's-day. First at the house of God, he would 
sound the gong, and then go round to urge the people to come. 
"Unless we serve the Lord Jesus, we can never be ha1,py," he wr,uld 
plead. "The Lord is with those who are with Him," was his frequent 
declaration. 

Chandi we.s quite illiterate, but his wife could read. He often 
listened to the truth from her lips, and explained it as she reacl. But 
this did not satisfy him; so he learnt to read, and was soon able tr, 
master the simpler portions of the Bible. This led him to reau 
portions to his heathen friends, and thus sow the seeds of truth in their 
hearts also. Even while ploughing, he was heard to speak of Jesus to a 
neighbour. He liked to contrast the religious teachers of the Hindus 
with our loving Saviour. One, at least, resolved to become a follo~er 
of the Master trn:ough hearing Chandi's testimony. Though a zealous 
Christian, he is said to have never neglected his duty in the field, or 
at home, for religious effort. Through his example, quite a number 
of lads were induced to attend a night-school taught by a mission 
teacher. 

One day, his old Guru (or religious teacher,) met him, and said, 
"You have forsaken us, and become a Christian; what happiness 
have you gained?" With a smile full of joy, Chandi replied, "Sir. 
the inward joy and peace that I have received, I cannot possibly utter 
with my mouth. While I was a heathen, I never even dreamt o'. 
such joy! And while you remain Hindllfl, you will never understand 
or imagine it at all." This enraged the Brahman. He tauntingly 
replied, "You, my disciple! can you teach me? Select those among 
the Christians who are educated; fu a time and place, and I will argue 
with them in the presence of everybody." At this challenge, Chandi 
was delighted. . After consultation with the brethren, he sent word to 
the Brahman. Numbers gathered to hear the discussion; and one of 
the native evangelists declared "the truth as it is in Jesus." The 
Guru was silent, and thenceforward never troubled Chandi. 

Even a poor, uneducated man may have a posthumous influence : 
and Chandi Charan's influence did not die with him. " For none of 
us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself." Sitting on the 
deck of the mission boat, one evening, a few weeks after his death, I 
had proof of this. A tiny boat, with one dark-skinned natirn on 
board, glided up alongside, and I entered into conversation with the 
man. He was a neighbour of Chandi Charan's, and nothing loth to 
speak of him. He told me how, while listening to his talk about Jesus. 
he always felt quite another man. Good feelings took possession ot 
him; and when he returned to his home, he took these better thoughts 
and good desires with him. "But very soon," he continued, •• so!llt' 
evil spirit seemed to take possession of me again, aml nil good feel
ings fled." In this way our brother probably influenced otht>rs aruund 
his little home. So a life, though brief, when used for Christ, Ula:, 
yield mo1·0 results than the pe1'8on knows. 

RonERT SP~RGEOX. 
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" @ur @mn ~tn " and thtil' <omnh. 
XLTY.-PASTOR ALFRED llALL, MERTIIYR TYDFIL. 

THE pages devoted in 
The Sword and the 

T,-owel to portraitmes of 
" Our Own Men." are truly 
animated and diversified; 
for, month by month, we 
move from one sphere to 
another, almost, ,as ·varied 
in climates as the months 
themselves. In hot .or cold 
regions, in Northern and 
Southern climes, are Pastors' 
College men at work, so 
that betimes we may visit 
'' Bonnie Scotland,'' then 
find ourselves in far-away 
New Zealand; again we are 
in hamlet haunts in our 
own dear mother-land, anon 
in her busiest cities, or per
haps carried with lightning 
speed to foreign mission 
fields. This month, we have 
to journey to "gallant little 
Wales,'' and peep at PASTOR 

_-u.rn.ED lliLL at work in the heart of the Principality, where, for the 
past three years, he has been seeking to " make the hills resound 11 

with the gospel message. 
Merthyr Tydfil, the ancient metropolis of Wales, is a densely

populated district. The church, of which Mr. Hall is pastor, was 
formed ninety years ago. It has had a memorable history, and 
happily it has never sought to break away from its Evangelical 
traditions. It is saying not a little for its stability and prosperity 
~ hen we affirm that nothing but the good old gospel as preached by 
Dr. Danes, late of Haverfordwest College, and his successors, Professor 
\Villiams, of Aberystwith College, Dr. Witton Davies, of Nottingham 
College, and others, would find acceptance with the members of this 
e;burch. 

Although Mr. Hall has laboured with much success in. Wales, he is 
not a Wel,;;hman, for he was born in the town of Newbury, in Berk
,hiri:,, and his early days were spent in due observance of all the 
daims of " Mother Church." But the grace of God was stronger 
than these claims, and going with a school-fellow, one Sabbath night, 
as a lad of thirteen, to the Baptist Chapel, he was then and there 
<;unverted. It was not, however, until he had left home for city life, 
and had c:ome under the ministry of the ever-beloved 0. H. Spurgeon, 
·.hat L,, was haptized ar; a believer. This solemn event tool!: place in 
SrJvewher, J ½7/;, at the Metropolitan Tahernacln, wherf\, as n teacher 
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in the Sunday-school, and a worker amongst young men, Mr. Hall 
•HOOD became useful in the Lord's vineyard. The influence of the 
teaching of Mr. Spurgeon worked in a remarkable manner in thfl 
.roung man's life, and his determination to spend his days in hi'> 
Redeemer's service was definitely made during one of the Pastor's 
memorable prayers. Not only did he give himself to Christ's service, 
but he also allied himself to the cause of "the prince of preachers," and 
no more faithful follower of the then Pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle could or can be found than he. Soon the way was open 
for him to fully enter the ministry, and after two years spent in a 
.country pasto1·ate,-Ashley, near Lymington,-Mr. Hall sought and 
gained admission to the Pastors' College. For another year, nearly 
every Sabbath, he visited his first church. 

Later in his student life, in compliance with Principal Gracey's 
request, Mr. Hall undertook the task of commencing a Baptist church 
at Hampton Court. During the five years given up to this effort, 
ground was secured, and a building erected; and when Mr. Hall left 
the river-side for St. Leonard's-on-Sea, in 1890, there was a church 
-of about a hundred baptized believers. For four years, the subject 
of our sketch found much congenial work at the fashionable seaside 
resort adjoining Hastings; and while there, his zeal in the town 
affairs gave him a seat on the Hastings and St. Leonard's School 
Board, and his devotion to temperance and other good causes won for 
him many friends. 

In the early summer of 1894, Pastor Hall accepted a pressing in
vitation from the church worshipping at High Street, Merthyr Tydfil; 
and the heartiness of his welcome has continued to this day. His 
gifts as a preacher and lecturer have been recognized by a large 
number of the Welsh churches, and it goes without saying that, to 
find favour in the "land of preachers" is no small thing; and, con
sequently, his life, both in his own sphere and in visiting sister 
churches, has been an exceedingly busy one. • 

Mr. Hall takes a great interest in the young, and in all kinds of 
work among them. Being desirous of assisting those who feel their 
ueed of further equipment for religious, philanthropic, temperance, or 
civic usefulness, he has founded the "Free Church Training Institute," 
where lectures are delivered with this object in view, during the "l"l"inter 
months. 

We give our readers a copy of its emblem and v motto. At the last-the second-distribution of 
~ rewards, many of the members testified to the 

"" valuable help rendered to them by Mr. Hall, and. 
~ .., the winner of the silver medal-a young man who 
~ / hopes some day to become a pastor,-spoke in 

<<".r'f , .,,,; strong terms of his gratitude that such an Institute, 
~ Jr c1v11 "i with such a courso of instruction, had been 

•established. 
While Olll' friend has a great dislike to any statistii'ill record of 

~uccoss attending his· work for Christ, he must feel thankful that, 
••luring his three years' ministry in ,vales, over one hundred persous 
ha.ve joined the Rig-h Street eh11,.t1h. 
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This sketch would scarcely be complete unless some slight 1·eference
was made to what is perhaps a more personal and therefore morC' 
priYate side of his life. "'hen Pastor Thomns Spurgeon came a" 
"supply" to the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church, Pastor Alfred 
Hall wns amongst the first to hold out a welcoming hand to him, and 
with that ha.nd-clasp a friendship was formed which the following 
years ha'\'e only increased. Mr. Hall loved and revered his spiritual 
father,-C. H. Spurgeon,-and he mourned his translation to glory 
as onlY a son c.an mourn. He had no love to transfer from father to
son.-·lo'\'e is not often transferable,-but when he saw Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon, "bis soul was knit with the soul of T. S., and he loved him." 
His faith and hopes in the abilities and grace of Mr. Thomas Spurgeon 
haw bPen fully realized, for he has lived to see the "supply" become 
the aocepted Pastor of the Church, and President of the College, 
Colportage, and Pastors' College Evangelical Association. 

Inscribed in Mr. Hall's Bible is a prayer which we believe is hfa 
heart·s yearning, and which may be a fitting close to this pen-and-ink 
sketch of one who labours in the land of lofty hills· and rushinE!' 
mountain streams, yet where sinful man is found just as bruised and, 
ruined by the Fall as in less-favoured scenes,-

"Oh, could I preach as if my heart was fired 
By gazing on the cross where Christ expired ; 
As if I felt the mighty love that He, • 
By dying pangs, proved His own love to be! 
How soon would guilty, stubborn souls embrace 
The joyful tidings of redeeming grace!" 

P.H.W. 

~atthtw u:u. 1-13. 
(See C. H. SPURGEON's Sermon, "Number 2,500; or, Entrance-

and Exclusion.") 

LIST! 'tie a cry on the midnight air, 
How shrilly it sounds in the lonely street ! 

" The Bridegroom is coming! Awake ! Prepare ! 
Go forth with your lamps your Lord to meet." 

Hark '. 'tis the clang of a closing door, 
How sharply it rings through the silent night! 

'Tis the knell of a soul, that is evermore 
Shut out from the feast in the halls of light. 

Soul ! hast thou oil in that lamp of thine ? 
Say! dost tltou watch for thy Lord's return? 

Yield not to slumber, arise and shine, 
Look to thy lamp ere it cease to burn. 

Foots Cray. E. A. TYDEMAN. 
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VIIL-MARSJI MEADOWS AN'D STREAMS. 

IT is a June evening. Our way lie1:1 along an artificial ridge with 
low meadows on one side, and the backwater of the river on the 

other. Both the main stream and the minor brooks are banked, for 
much water comes down in time of flood, forcing its way through 
every fissure, and often turning the plain into a marsh. Though the: 
dam is not perfect, it serves, like human law, to keep wilfulness in 
check. Here and there the ridge slopes away, and the waters lap 
over a shallow strand, around which is an oozy space where rushes 
and lush grass grow. Beyond, are the meadows bathed in the 
evening glow, the mellow sunlight turning the sullen sorrel of the 
field into a dream of beauty. If you have never noticed sorrel shot 
through with horizontal sunshine, you have a charm of colour yet 
to see. 

We are now in a by-path overhung with tall grass, and close by 
is quite a labyrinth of brooks. A little further off, the river itself 
shows like a broad band of gold. Let us sit down and meditate. 
There is much to interest if the brain does but use the e,e as a lens. 
Often, when we sit, as we say, "to ,tliin]r," the mind goes ~ff on a long 
journey, and leaves the poor eye mth nothing to do till the master 
comes back. Let us weave what we have already seen into a story. 

The streams divide not far from this spot. The waters have had a 
common home; but now, like children growing up, they cut out a 
course for themselves; and each young stream developes certain 
characteristics. One or two will just make a loop into the meado-w:;, 
and then go back to the main current ; another will hurry on to get 
in time to turn a summersault over the mill-wheel; a third makes no 
end of babble as it falls down two or three steps; while a fourth 
glides silently along shadowed with willows. Its waters are dark, 
and decaying reeds make black sludge where the ridge crumbles. It 
is at such spots that the flood escapes which lays the land under tribute. 
There are but a few small fish. The shadows are pleasant on a hot 
day, and there are shining beetles and flies with moth-like wings: but 
the big fish like deeper and sunnier waters. The back stream. 
latticed with boughs, may be the place for a pensive walk ; but if you 
want fish, you must go where the sunshine strikes the brickwork of 
the viaduct, where wings flit in one unceasing network of motion, and 
where the river runs swift and deep. The shades are not conducive 
to life. 

• • • • 
As we came a.long, stray butte1-cups and other meadow tlowers 

passed by, sailing down the back stream. Wt' argued, children 
somewhere ahead! And, now, su1·e enough, here they eome,-sun
burnt and picturesque,-with their hats pushed up at v1nit'd angles. 
and their bare brown arms full of flowers. But how like they an, to 
theh- elders ! They soon get tired of what they h1wt' gathered, and 
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drop tht>ir burden listlessly into the waters. They have robbed the 
me11<10ws of their treasure, but it is too much tt·ouble to carry it fe.r. 
Tht>y haT"e waded through the long grass of the marsh to pluck some 
bh,om that charmed their eye. They have torn it from its place 
forgotten it soon : and, as they lag by the stream, they drop it 
heedlessly into the cold current. How like to some of their seniors 
who trifle with what they have ruthlessly obtained! There are 
children of an older growth who tire of the flowers they have risked 
their reputation in plucking, only to throw them, faded, upon the 
stream of time. 

* i.< * 
A water-rat sails across one of the brooks. Be very still He 

comes up on a bed of rushes washed around sunken branches. On 
these he sits, brushing his coat with his head,-a water dandy dressing 
for dinner! Presently, off he swims to a growth of weeds, severs one 
of the soft young shoots with his teeth, and is back with it to his raft 
of rushes. How quickly he eats! Surely, he has no need to hurry; 
there are no trains for him to catch! The long weed disap'pears as 
fast as a tart from a schoolboy's plate-say, when the said boy is 
home for the holidays, and his mother and sisters are beaming com
placently upon him. The dear boy will probably be helped thrice ; 
he may fa.re differently when he has been at home a fortnight. 

But the water-rat is so nimble, we must watch him intently to see 
his antics. He is as much of an epicure in his way as an alderman. 
:'.\ow he is across the stream again, this time among the· pale green 
;,,?I"ass by the water's edge. It must be a tender undergrowth. None 
of your top pieces which have been in the sun,-our little friend has a 
dainty tooth. And he is like some men we know; he prides himself 
on doing his own shopping. But perhaps the ''he" is a she after all. 
It is difficult to guess at gender from attire nowadays. The lush 
.grass is taken to the raft, and the second course begins. Behold, 
now, another line of bubbles is coming up stream. A second rat! 
Surely, it is not " good form" to be late for dinner ! Perhaps not 
invited! Some swell taking French leave! Rat Number One has 
seen that line of bubbles; he has turned round; and hidden against a 
branch as much like his own colour as possible. His dinner is 
underneath him ; not exactly on his chair. The other rat makes 
advances, but Number One is "not at home." Number Two thereupon 
tries to occupy the n8.l'row channel between the rushes and the bank ; 
this is alarming. Our first acquaintance is off so quickly that we 
cannot see what has become of the half-finished dinner, and we hope 
his digtstion was not upset. Number Two flashes after Number One. 
Was Xumber One a lady? If so, did Number Two act like a 
gentleman? 

• • • • 
The water-fleas arc dodging about in all directions. They s~~re 

the fate of most dodgers, for they get caught. The Hydr[(J are wa1tmg 
for them. There is nothing in the fresh-water hydra to remind one of 
the mythological monster which Hercules slew near the Lernrean lake. 
(Jnly a little green tube holding on to a water-weed at one end, an.d 
bearing at the other a mouth surrounded by whip-like feelers. It 1s 
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these tentacles which <lo the catching work. If the lively water-fi<,a 
touches one of those threads of the hydra, it is all over with him. Th,. 
coil acts, the flea struggles for an instant, and then ie very atill, para
Jyzod by a poison secreted in the microscopic darts sheatbwl within 
the tissue of the hydra. The tiny Crustacean then travels on the down
grade to the mouth of his captor. Dr. Andrew Wilson, in a most 
interesting paper on" Animal Colonies and Co-operation," tell~ us that 
the hydra has three ways of self-propagation. If it is cut up,
"minced," in fact,-each .severed piece will produce a perfect hydra. 
It lays eggs, and so multiplies. It buds, also, like a plant, and throws 
off from its sides perfect young from the parent stem. False doctrine 
bas multiform means of propagation, and as subtle a method of seizing 
souls. 

If this similitude should be used by some daring reader, he had 
better be careful. Audiences are very fastidious, so you need not 
speak of "fleas,'' You may say "beetles." Or, to be anatomically 
accurate,-and there is nothing like a straight anatomy,-you may 
use the term '' microscopic crabs " ; only mind that you do not add,
" You are aware, my dear hearers, there are crabs that are not mi
croscopic, neither do they live in the water, though some-of them have 
been through it.'' 

* * * • 
We stand now by the broader stream, swelling seawards, radiant 

with the hues of the sunset. What are these shining ones dancing 
in the slanting rays? May-flies, all wonderful in mother-o'-pearl wings, 
with bodies like mica, and terminating in two tremulous red threads. 
Naked wings, veined with nerves, have they, and the nerves are the 
colour of stained glass ! Must of them are flying up stream. , ery 
beautiful, fragile, short-lived ;-not a moment passes but that one flips 
the water. A movement or two of the wings, and the insect resigns itself 
to the flow of the current. Dozens float by on the polished surface, 
their sweet wings pathetically stretched out till they seem miniature 
white crosses carried on a blood-red bosom, for the sun has sunk 
lower, and the river is the coloux of rubies. Romancing, are we: 
Many others fly by. In a few minutes, the stream will have taken 
toll of them, and ere the hues fade from off the waters, hundreds more 
will have found a grave. When we come along, forty-eight hours 
after, with a cold wind blowing, and a grey sky, not one of these dia
phanous creo.tuxes will dance for our delight. How like to life '. .\. 
struggle up stream. A few gay hours. A little flutter, and then the 
evening, and the cold current. 

But those outstretched wings passing by on the blushing wate1'8,
so many tiny floating crosses! .Are we romancing? He who has a 
thing on his heart is apt to see its similitude wherever he looks. "\Ye 
would not be superstitious; but the sign of the Christian foith shape,;; 
itself full often to a devout mind. This we blessedly know,-Cah-ary 
is no 1·omance, but the most searching, solemn, sublime reality of all 
time. . 

Lift one of those crosses coming near the river's brink. "\Vings '. 
Wet, limp, yet alive and quivering. Oh, if it were but morning, the 
thing would live, and these wings move in the new day ! What a for-
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reaching train of thought this opens up! From the flutte1• of n Mn.y
tly to th,, flight of an archangel! Wings on the river in the sunset;
wings on the Rinn· in the sunrise, even the River of the Water of Life 
flowing from the throne of God ! 1 

The light has faded while we have been thinking, The waters are 
getting grey. The swallows have ceased to circle, the swifts to swoop. 
But still the image lingers. A rustle of the leaves tells us that the 
nig-ht breeze is born. On it, from the marsh will come the miasma 
and over us soon will sweep the erratic bat. Let us go home. Yes' 
we will set our faces toward "the Homeland", and as we pass alon; 
in the magnified shadows of the twilight, amid all the mystery ou; 
soul shall listen for the pinions of the "ministering spirits", and our 
faith shall whisper of the wing of the Lord, for is it not written,
" He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt 
thou trust''? 

THE following letter, received by Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, is e. sad but 
appropriate sequel to the article in last month's Magazine upon Mr, 

Potter's work in India. Contributions in aid of the Missionaries' Famine 
Fund should be sent to Mr. A. H. Baynes, Baptist Mission House, Furnival 
:Street, London, E.C., or direct to Mr. Potter. 

:My dear Mr. Spurgeon,-As an old Pastors' College student, now en
.gaged in famine relief work, I ha.ve thought that some account of it might 
enlist the sympathy and prayers of Tabernacle and other friends. 

Till a year ago, the word " fa.mine" was to us little more tha.n a name ; 
it is now a sad and awful reality. After the failure of last year's rains, and 
the consequent rise in the price of food, we began to realize tha.t ba.d times 
were before us. At first, it was thought that the great rise in prices wa.s 
local, and that by combination we, the Agra missionaries, might purchase 
food at a distance, and then supply the poor people at reduced prices. It 
soon became evident, however, that the rise was genera.I, and the distress 
'Widespread. Having thus realized that famine was upon us, in October 
last I read a paper at our B.M.S. Conference at Calcutta., suggesting various 
=eans of relief for poor people, both Christian a.nd non-Christian. After 
careful deliberation, a scheme was drawn up, adopted, forwarded to the 
Home Committee, and received their approval. Meanwhile, they had 
already opened a Famine Fund, and issued an appeal for help. 

Da.y by day, in Bazaar and other mission work, we met with cases of 
distress; but not till I went into camp, in January last, did I realize the 
full meaning of the word " famine." In the providence of God, my wife 
and I found ourselves in one of the worst pa.rte of the Agra district, where 
the effects of famine were everywhere seen. After leaving the district 
watered by the Agra canal, we ea.me upon a. region where thousands of 
acres of land had produced no crop, and the patches of corn, which had 
been cultivated only with the greatest care near the village wells, appeared 
as oases in a wide desert. Such trees as had survived the long drought had 
been almost stripped of their green leaves to feed the starving cattle, and 
presented a most weird appearance. Ma.ny oxen, buffaloes, and sheep ha.d 
already died of starvation, and such as remained presented a pitiable sight as 
they wandered over the barren fields in search of food. In the villages, we 
saw many of the people busy removing the old straw from the roofs of their 
houseB, and cutting it up to feed their starving cattle. I suppose they 



FAMINE IN THE AGRA DISTRIOT, N.W.P., INDIA. 163 

thought the.t it would e.t lee.st fill if it did not fatten. But, of course, a. far 
so.dder sight was to see men, women, and children reduced to skin and bone 
for le.ok of food. Such sights bece.me all too common a, we passed 
from village to village. At one ple.ce, where we he.d co.roped a year beforP, 
the village seemed almost deserted; e.nd no wonder, as 400 of its inhabitants 
he.d been driven e.way by hunger to seek food elsewhere. It was grievous 
to hee.r of me.ny little children in that village who had died because,, 
-from le.ck of food, their mothers' milk he.d dried up, e.nd thus there was no 
nourishment for them. In e. village nee.r by, we made careful enquiries, 
u.nd found the.t there were e.t least 50 people quite destitute, many of whom 
were widows, e.nd others mothers with families, whose husbands had left 
weeks or months before in see.rch of work. In one ca.se, where the husband 
he.d remained behind, it we.s only to die in seeking to feed his wife and 
starving children. 

At several of the villages, where other crops had failed, we noticed small 
patches of carrots growing near the village well. On these, e.t the time oi 
our visit, me.ny poor people were trying to subsist; e.nd but for them, 
me.ny must he.ve died. In one place, my wife met with e. widow woman 
who, with her children, had lived on nothing but raw carrots for five weeks. 
Such, indeed, was the hunger of the poor people, the.t they were gathering 
weeds from the fields, e.nd trying with them to satisfy their craving for 
food. We heard of several also who, having en.ten unripe berries to appease 
their hunger, had died in consequence. 

When we commenced to give a little relief, the people thronged us. and 
me.ny travelled for miles to our tents in the hope of getting a few halfpence. 
Such was the number of needy people that we could give but little to 
Bach; and, at most, we could but help them for a few days, yet for such 
b.elp as we were able to give they were most grateful. 

Yet, sad as was the sight of hungry people for whom we could do but 
little, e. still sadder sight awaited us, when we reached the Go"ernment 
Relief works of the district. _There we saw a.bout 1,000 men, women, and 
children employed in roe.d-ma.king. Though this may seem a large num
ber, considering the distress of the neighbourhood, it we., in reality very 
small. The reason of this wa.!J;·that the conditions of labour were so he.rd, 
the.t only extreme poverty ma.de people willing to submit to them. 

Those on the work were mostly people of low ce.ste, such as shoemakers 
and weavers. The overseer in che.rge was a me.n of high caste, who utterly 
despised those who were working under him. Although many of them 
were weak from want of food, they were treated by him as so many slaves. 
The marks of his ce.ne were seen on the legs and e.rms of many of the poor 
creatures, and seven men whom_ we saw showed us the marks of the ropes on 
their arms, where they had been bound with cords before being bee.ten by 
order of their cruel taskmaster. Others who had escaped from this form of 
cruelty, still suffered in a more refined we.y ; for, although the Famine Code 
distinctly states that the fa.mine wage given shall not be reduced, in case 
the people are unit.ble to fulfil the allotted task, this cruel overseer we.s finillg 
the people almost daily. What became of those fines it is not possible for 
me to say, but I little doubt that most of them found their way into the 
overseer's pocket, as is so often the case in such times as these. Even when 
I have said this, I have not told the whole story, for on the first da.y of our 
visit even the few pence earned were not pe.id,so that many of the 1,000 people 
we saw must have gone hungry to bed; yet a full day's work was expected 
of them the day following. Hard as were the conditions of le.hour, .P'.'or 
creatures still ea.me asking for work. These people were often kept wait~ng 
for ~ays, and then turned away without it. I met wi~h one ~~eh retummg 
to bis distant village, who he.d spent his little e.11 whilst we.itrng for work, 
and was returning hungry to ~is home, where bis old mother and father 
had been left foodless and penmless, 

One of the saddest features of fe.mine times is the cruelty practised on 
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poor people by subordinate native officials, I am glad to adcl that after 1 
h1td ~ent in a full report of what I had seen at this Relief work, the ~verseer 
was at once suspended, and I hear, afterwards dismissed, by the English 
engineer under whom he worked, 

During our tour in the nllages, we pic~ed up some famine waifs, all boys 
under t~n yea.rs of age. These we sent m to Agra to be cared for in our 
Christian Boarding School. ' 

A FEW F.illlXE WA.IFS IN OUR Cll.ABOE AT AGRA. 

We he.ve decided to take in e.ll such the.t come to us, trusting that the 
Lord will provide for them. One might have supposed that the people 
would gladly have placed their starving children under our care, but such 
was not the ce.se. Many there were who said to us, "We will never allow 
our family to be broken up; if we must starve, we will all ste.rve together." 
Even those who would gladly have given their children to us were pre
vented by their caste-relatives, who decided that it was better for the 
children to starve than that they should be' placed under the oare of 
Christians ! One such case was that of a poor woman, with a husband 
nearly blind, and four children under seven years of age, one of whom 
was blind. 

At Agra, on our return, we found 14;000 people at work levelling a piece 
of broken land near the famous Taj Mahal. Yet, though the number was 
large, it we.s but a tithe of those who needed work in Agra alone. To meet 
the awful need of India's starving millions, the Government has done 
much. If only the wise and kind provisions of the Famine Code had been 
fully carried out, no one in India need have starved, and all real distress 
would have been met. The difficulty is, that the Code is a benevolent scherne 
drawn up by true Englishwen, who made an honest attempt to provide for 
ell contingencies, whereas the actual carrying out in detail rests largely 
with subordinate native officials, whose one thought is concerning what 
they can wake for themselves out of the money which passes through their 
hands. 
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Strange to ear, the Government officials in our district, at least, have 
been slow to avail themselves of the valuable help which the missionaries 
have freely offered. .After all that Government can do, there remain• a 
vast number of poor people untouched by any relief. To deal with this 
distress, has been the aim of all the missionaries at Agra. The first 
organized effort was made in connection with the Medical =',lissionary 
Institution, where, twice a week, pice (pence) were given to such as most 
needed them amongst the many who attended. There are about 900 poor 
people who now receive regular help there. The next ~ffort was made 
by C.M,S. missionaries to provide food daily for the poor starving people 
who ce.me for it. From the many who c'ome, 1,000 daily receive a dole of 
:flour if adults, and if weakly children unable to cook and eat the :flour, a 
cup of pea soup is given, whilst tiny fa.mine babies get e. little milk to keep 
them a.live. 

In connection with the B.M.S., an attempt hBB been me.de to ree.ch a 
still larger number of needy people by giving work to such as could do it. 
The first work started was that of digging and carrying earth. An old 
well needed to be filled up ; this gave employment to many poor people. 
We have 100 such engaged in levelling e. piece of mission la.nd at the 
present time. The next class to be helped were poor women who could 
spin. The number of such is enormous, as most Indian women ca.n spin. 
Of the thousa.nds of poor widows and others who needed such help, we a.re 
now employing a.bout 400. Many of these are Zenana women who could 
not leave their homes, either to beg, or to engage in other relief work. 
When spun, this thread is given to the weavers, who suffer more than most 
at famine times. We have now a.bout 80 of such working for us regularly. 

WOMEN SPINNING A.ND WIXDl:s'O COTTO:-! IN LA.DIES' CO:IIPOF:,iD, A.GlU.. 

(LA.DY IN CUA.BOE, MISS WRIGLEY; lllllLE•WO:IIAN, 1U.CIIl,L1 SEATED AT TUE BA.CK.) 

Then we employ such women as cannot spin in grinding corn, and we 
he.ve a.bout 100 at work daily. As most of these people are adults, and 
have families dependent upon them for support, we reckon thRt not less 

31 
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than 2,()()() poor people-men, women, and children-are enl\bled by us to 
earn their daily bread. The prices we pA.y for work done are higher thau 
Bazsar rates, hencE> there is 11, loss to us on all the material produced; yet 
in bearing t.his smA.11 loss, we are able to support far more than if merely 
gfring focHi or pence to the poor, with no return in the form of work. The 
poor pt>ople thus helped will not forget the fact that the Ch1·isti<ins have 
aided them in their hour of need ; hence we feel that famine relief work at 
t.his t.ime is the best form of mission service in which we can eng&"'e. 
Amid the many cl&ims upon our time and attention in cA.rrying on this 
extensfre labour, we have many opportunities of urging upon the people 
the claims of the Lord Jesus, "who though He was rich, for our sakes 
became poor, that we through His poverty might be me.de rich." 

One happy feature of this work is the fellowship which we e.re having in 
it with Christians of other denominations. At Agre., C.M.S., B.M.S., e.nd 
Methodist missionaries >1.re all labouring heartily together, whilst, in the 
conrse of a fortnight, as tree.surer of the relief fund, I received cheques 
from a lady of the Society of Friends, a Presbyterian, e.nd e. Bishop of the 
Church of England, all for substantial amounts, to be used by the Baptists 
in their relief work. 

As yet, we have received no help from Government, and no she.re of the 
Mansion House Fund; yet we hope soon to obtain some portion of the 
latter, through the local committee, though composed almost entirely of 
Hindoo and Mohammedan gentlemen. They have expressed their approval 
of the work done, and have asked the Centre.I Committee to sanction a 
monthly grant to enable us to extend the work. If this sum of money is 
received, we shall be able greatly to extend our service. It is hard to send 
away hungry people, who are quite willing to work for their bread, yet 
from lack of means we have been obliged to tell many such that we could 
do nothing for them. There are still other classes of poor people whom we 
should be glad to help if fnnds were available. And, further, there is great 
need of clothing as well as food, which we should be glad to be able to 
supply. This need will increase as the winter approaches ; and even now 
it is great, for many of the poor women are not decent in such rags as they 
are obliged to wear. If we could obtain funds to give away such cloth e.s 
our weavers produce, it would be a great boon to the poor creatures. 

This appeal of the suffering people of India comes to all their fellow
subjects in England; but the command of the Lord Jesus, "Give ye them 
to eat," is addreased to His own disciples. In obeying it, we me.y have 
blessed fellowship with Him; whilst, if we regard it not, may He not se.y 
to us, "I was hungry, and ye gave Me no meat" ? 

May I ask the prayers of the friends at the Tabernacle, and elsewhere, 
that this present famine may be followed by a large ingathering into the 
Christia.n Church, as was the case in the South India and North China 
famines: 

I remain, yours in the one Master's service, 
Agra, India. J. G. POTTER. 

~rulah ~aptist ~haptl, Jahill-on-jra. 
MEMORIAL STONE LAID BY MRS, C. H, SPURGEON, 

'{lTEDNESDA Y, JULY 7, 1897, was, as Pastor Charles Spurgeon truly 
l f said, u golden letter day for the Bexhill Baptists a!ld the many friends 

who gathered with them to witness the laying, by Mas. C. H. SPURGEON, 
of the memorial stone of the larger Chapel now in course of erection. On 
arriving at the site, accompanied by her two sons, Mrs. Spurgeon was very 
heartily wt::lcomed by a congregation of several hundreds of persons, many 
of whom had travelled long distances in order to be present. The London 
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oontingont a.lone numbered between 100 e.nd 200, Pastor W .. J. Harri~ 
brought a.bout fifty of his friends from Eaetbourne, while Past0r G. B. 
RichH.rdson's people e.t Battle filled eight we.ggons. Mr. Hr,ckey wa.s 
specially pleased to see repreBentatives from ee.ch of his previous p~~torates 
at Dower Chalk, Camberwell, Brentford, and Benfield, and some who could 
not be present sent their contributions towards the building fund. 

The proceedings commenced with three verses of the hymn beginning-

" Come, let us join our cheerful songs." 

Pastor W. J. Harris read e. few verses from 1 Chron. xxix., Pastor A. G. 
Brown prayed, and Pastor J. S. Hockey then said :-Even were I an orator 
such as Brutus we.s, I would refrain from speech-me.king this afternoon, for 
the simple reason that we e.11 want to hear other voices. I have just one 
sentence to utter, e.nd if I did not give voice to it, I could not forgive 
myself, and I do not think you would forgive me. It is to se.y, dear :Mrs. 
Spurgeon, from my heart of hearts, and on behalf of this assemblage, 
representative of thousands who remember you daily before God, how we 
rejoice that you are able to be with us to-day. With yon we rejoice that 
you are accompanied by your two sons, whom me.y God bless, with your
self, exceeding e.bunde.ntly above e.ll we ce.n aek or think '. The meeting 
is now in the hands of dear Mrs. Spurgeon and her two sons, Pastor 
Charles Spurgeon, of Greenwich, e.nd Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, of the 
Metropolitan Taberne.cle. 

In laying the stone, Mrs. Spurgeon used the two silver trowels which she 
had given to her sons, e.nd which they employed at the laying of the 
memorie.l stone of the School-chapel, last August. Having completed the 
ceremony, Mrs. Spurgeon said:-

Dear Frien.fs,-1 have great pleasure in declaring that this stone is well 
and truly le.id, e.nd as for the present moment it represents to us the large 
edifice which is, we hope, to rise here, we very solemnly dedicate it to the 
glory of God, e.nd His worship, e.nd to the sweet memory of His dear 
servant, C. H. SPURGEON. I want to thank yon all for coming here to-day, 
e.nd I wish to express double thanks to the dear Taberne.cle people ; it is so 
good of them to come. I feel your sympathy and help very much indeed, 
and I pre.y you to accept the assure.nee of my deep gratitude. I bid you a 
most hearty welcome, both in my own name, e.nd in that of the dear friends 
at "'Beulah." 

The inscription on the stone is as follows :-

This stone was laid, 7th July, 189,, 
by 

MRs. C. H. SPURGEON, 
to the glory of God, 

and in perpetual remembrame of 
her beloved husband's blameless life, 

40 years' public ministry, 
and still-continued proclamation of the gospel 

by his printed sermons. 

" l have hallowed this houBe, which thou hast built, to put My name thae fu-r 
~ver; and Mine eyes and Mii.e heart shall be there perpetmilly."-1 Kings i:i;:. 3. 

REST.A W. :MOORE, JOHN 8. HOCICEY, CHARLES THO:!ILI.S, 
.Architect. Pastor. Bttildfl'. 

The Doxology having been sung, PASTOR CHARLES SPIJRGEO~ said:
My words sha.ll be few, but they shall come from a very warm place, for 
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there is no one-except it be my brother,-who mm feel equally with me 011 
this O<'easion. It was with great delight we came to lay the t\viu founda
tion stones of the School-chapel. What great things God did for us then 1 

But He has been doing greater things since. Only a month or two ago· 
a 'f"ery memorable transaction took place upon this very spot when w; 
gathered together in the morning hour, and my dear mother o~t the first 
sod for the_ foundations of the new ,Chapel. . And here we are, to-day, to 
cel_ebrate with great thankf:u,lness His mercy m that the larger building is 
gomg forward unto completion. Yesterday, I was laying a memorial stone 
to my dear father away up beyond Birmingham,-at Redditch,-and I said 
to the people there what a wonderful thing it is that his (Pastor C. H. 
Spurgeon ·s) work seems to be ever growing, that though be is dead, he yet 
live.son, liws here amongst us, and in the Church of Jesus Christ with in
creasing power. And his memorial is not yet complete! We look upon the 
Tabernacle, the Almshouses, the College, the Orphanage, and so forth, and 
we believe all those are part of his memorial; but they are being augmented 
week by week. Why ? Because the glory of God must ever increase as the 
grace of Jesus is being made known throughout the length and breadth of 
our land. It is because he sought first the glory of God that God so greatly 
honoured him; and we add another memorial to-day, and who could add it 
better than my beloved mother? May God bless her in the deed which has 
been done '. It is the work of God, and that which He has begun He 
will carry on until with joy and shouts of praise the top-stone shall be 
reared. 

If you look into your Almanacks, you will generally find, printed in red 
letters or large capitals, special events for certain days. The 7th July, 
189';, should be a golden letter day, and I trust it will ever be so in our 
heart's recollections. We have many of these if we go back in history, and 
we thank God for them; but I ask you to remember this da.y as a. witness 
to the power of the simple gospel of Jesus Christ, which was preached by my 
departed father, and is still being preached, and preached with acceptance 
to the people, and with Roul-saving results, in connection with the work of 
the Beulah Baptist Chapel. Thank God for the minister connected with 
this call8e '. I do not believe our dear Brother Hockey will ever preach any
thing but the gospel. May his bow abide in strength in connection with 
this work, and may his hopes be fully realized when he enters into the 
building, there to declare what he knows of Christ and of His Word! And 
you, dear friends,-particularly you who belong to Bexhill,-pray that & 

rich blessing may rest upon his labours. It is my dear mother's heart's
desire and her prayer to God-and we join her in it,-tha.t many souls Diay 
be saved here. Oh, what intense joy will be ours as we hear, week after 
week, that the Lord is adding to the Church daily of such as shall be saved! 
May the Holy Ghost enter mto Brother Hockey and you, giving him a 
tongue of fire, and lips to declare the precious truths of Calvary, and that 
you, men and women in Bexhill-a beautiful place where people seek their 
rest, their refreshment, and invigoration,-may hear of Christ, and be 
restored in heart, and brought into the Kingdom of God's dear Son ! May 
the gospel flourish, as many other things are flourishing in this see.side 
resort ; but, above all, may the name of Jesus become exceeding precious 
unto the conversion of hundreds,-yea, of thousands! Our best wishes are 
that souls may be sa.ved, and that saints may be sanctified, for we know we 
are only expressing that which lay at the very bottom of all my dear father's 
efforts, life, and preaching, that men might be brought to a knowledge ~f 
thEe truth. ,May the Lord abundantly bless to-day's deed, and follow it 
with evEen furthter and fuller favour, and His nawe shall have the glory! 

I do not think I need introduce to you the next speaker. I do not 
think, howew,r, that you know him as well as I do, or love him as well as I 
do for he iH wy own brother. 

P ABTO.ll. TuoMAB SPU.RGEON said :-It seems to me as if 11, little bit of the 
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Jubilee ha.d been projected into this still happier week, and into the yet 
more glorious work in which we a.re this afternoon engaged. Wbe.t if we 
bn.ve no sound of trumpPt e.nd no fluttering of fle.gs,-we be.ve some flutter 
of. the heart, maybr, an~l certain it is that the flags 0£ our joyful spirits a.re 
f!ymg, not b111f-mast high, but at the very top of the highest poles. I 
speak my own experience, for I am glad beyond expression. They said of 
-0ld, "We have no king but Coosar," and I suppose that if we were loyal, 
and only loyal, we should have to say, "We have no Que1m but Victoria." 
I yield to none in loyalty to Queen Victoria, but I am boun<l to say I have 
another Queen, and she sits upon this platform now. Have we not been 
favoured with Queen's weather, for the sun shines his brightest on this glad 
occasion? Well, though my heart is full of joy, I confess I cannot prevent 
a little mingling of sadness with the gladness. It does not overcome it, or 
me.r it in any sense ; but rather, I think, intensifies it, and sanctifies it. We 
,cannot attend the laying of a memorial stone without cherishin~ memories 
which, though they be so sweet, have also e. tinge of sorrow in them. It is 
June weather with us, but it is April with some of us, for our hearts 
remember so well and lovingly the dee.r one who has gone above. We 
praise God at every remembrance of him, but what wonder that, e.s often 
as we try to speak about him, we find the April showers beginning to fall,
we find silver threads among the gold, this afternoon,-and who she.11 say 
which is the more precious to God, the gold of our glad joy, or the 
silver which represents our chastened spirits and our somewhat mournful 
memories? 

I am glad it he.a been arranged the.t this memorial stone should be of 
marble. It ought to be something out of the ordinary, for this i3 no 
ordinary occasion,-e.t lee.et, in my humble judgment. I am glad the.tone of 
the most imperishable things that this poor perishing earth affords has been 
-chosen on which to inscribe so beautiful e.n inscription, one which is just 
e.nd sweet beyond expression. Moreover, I think I see in this memorie.l 
stone a not unworthy image of him in whose memory it has been le.id. He 
stood four-square to all the winds of heaven. How they beat upon him at 
the first,-they were scarcely less vehement at the le.st ! He bore them 
bravely, and witnessed a good and grand confession from first to finish. I 
like to think that this memorial stone is me.de of marble, since it bears his 
:.:?ame. I have sometimes ventured to believe that if God, in His love, had 
aeen fit to spare my dee.r father, he would have had e. Baptist Chapel at 
Bexhill by this time. Whe.t e. wonderful gift he he.d of spotting a place 
that needed such a work, and then of putting his hand and heart into the 
work, encouraging others until the work was begun, e.nd encouraging 
them long after, e.s they proceeded and progressed in the good Word e.nd 
Work of God! I believe his keen insight would he.ve led him to see what 
Bexhill was going to be,-I do not know whe.t it is going to be,-but I 
think he would have had some idea; he would he.ve seen, e.t least, that it 
we.a growing, e.nd that its needs would grow with it, e.nd that we ought to 
be represented here as a denomina.tion. More than that, despite all the 
efforts being made for the spiritual welfare of the people,-and we despise 
·none of them,-there is room for more, and we, of all people, ought to have 
a share in bearing the happy burden of this important task. So I believe 
the.t, had he lived, he would have been foremost in promoting this good 
work, and we are doing honour to his memory just e.s he would have it 
done, when we do what we think he would himself have done. 

I venture also to say that I think I see in this marble a symbol of my 
precious mother ;-she will pardon what I say about her, the_ words shall 
be very few. You will see in this marble the marks of the fire it has under
gone, processes which in themselves were terrible, but which were n_eces
·sary for the bringing forth of such fine-grained stone capable of rt>ce1nng 
so high o. polish. Very few of you can know 1!,ow my de,ir ll!-other _h,is 
suffered in her person, and in the bereavement which we cannot forget Just 
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now. I am sorry to say that, only last week, she has been in the fires of 
pain i1,gain. so much so that I almost began to fear whether she would be 
able to be present with us here. But God, through this process of trial 
has brought to us snd to the Church what we could not otherwise possess' 
the fineness of her disposition and the polish of her charaoter,-you Cl\~ 

see it in her writings,-all this is through the fire of the furnBce through 
which the Lord has caused her to pass. I need not tell you I love my 
mother, and I want to renew to her, in your hearing snd before God, the 
pledge of my unfaltering affection :-" .And now I beseech thee, lBdy, not 
as though I wrote s new commandment unto thee, but that whioh we had 
from the beginning, that we love one another." I am as sure of her love 
for me as of mine for her. She had the start of me, in fact, but I loved 
her as soon as I was able to love. Whenever I look upon this stone, I shall 
think lonngly and prayerfully of her, snd I beg you to do the same. 

I ha~e had a good look at this stone, and it reminds me, also, of Mr. 
Hockey. He is a substantial brother, is he not? and his preaching is of a 
substantial order. I do not know whether he receives as many catalogues 
from booksellers as come to my lot. If so, only a few days ago, he received 
a catalogue of "Second-hand Modern Theology." Do you kuow what r 
did with that catalogue? Well, it went into the waste-po.per basket; per
haps it served the useful purpose of lighting the kitchen fire. I do not 
want any second-hand theology, and I certainly do not want any second
hand modern theology, nor does Brother Hockey. He is a marble man,-1 
was going to say a marvellous man, certainly the glorious gospel which he
preaches is marvellous in the results it produces upon those who hear it. 
Some of yon know that it is my joy to possess e. little lad, just six years of 
age. He is a cUiious little fellow, but then I trace that to his grandfather. 
Yon know that humoUI generally misses a generation, and it has cropped 
out again in my little son. He said to me, only the other do.y,-quite 
unaware of this event, - "Father, what has become of Brother
Hockey?" I said, "He is where he has always been, at Bexhill-on-Seo.," 
and I think I can say, in-another sense, that he is still where he was in the 
matter of belief and creed; and though some will, perhaps, despise him 
and his preaching on that account, I believe the majority of you will say, 
" Praise God for that ! " While some are floe.ting with the tide, he remains 
at anchor, anchored to the rock which can never be moved. I have heard 
that three requisites are required for the true gospel preo.cher,-tho.t he
should know God, and the Scriptures, and men. I believe Mr. Hockey 
answers to these requirements. He knows God, walks with Him, talks 
with Him, lives in His presence, tmd longs for His glory. He knows the 
Scriptures, whatever else he does not know; and what better qualification 
for proclaiming God's truth can there be than that of having an acquaint
ance with the good Word of Life ? .And I believe he knows men. I have
reason to believe that he knows his way about amongst men, knows the 
way to their hearts, and to the hear-ts of women, a.nd to the hearts of little 
children. May he win hundreds of these for the living Lord I 

May ! not see in the marble memorial stone an emblem of the people
who are gathered round the pastor of this comparatively new churc~ ?· 
They say, '' Like pastor, like people ! " If Mr. Hockey is e. substantial 
man, we expect his people to be substantial, too; if he holds to the old 
truths, we expect the people to do as their pastor does, if only for his sake. 
I believe Mr. Hockey is worth imitating by you. We want _you to be 
beautiful in character and conduct, helpful to the cause and kingdom of 
Christ, to rejoice in all things that are beautiful and pure e.nd noble, to be 
faithful in your service to King Jesus. We want you to be a very steadfo.Ht 
peoJill':. I have read of one who was e.sked if she was a Christian, and she 
~a.id, " Yes, just every now and then," and of ano_ther who said, "Yes, I 
am a Christian off and on." I do not want these imtie.ls, 0.0. (off and on)
afkr my name; I would rather be a D.D. than an 0.0., unless 0.0. means 
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"01;1t and. out,'.' as, thank God, it does w~th Brother Hock-iy, ,md, as I 
believe, with his people. The m~rble, that its charms may be plainly visible, 
must ever be kept clean. What 1s the good of having the name of bein"' 
Christ's if we are not Christlike ? The marble must be kept clean and 
beautiful, else its charms are hidden, and it becomes a disgrace rather than 
an honour. I pray God that, while souls are being saved, the saints may 
be preserved pure and undefiled. Every foundation stone is a memorial to 
Christ, and the image of the one Foundation that has been laid, other than 
which no man can lay. 

Telegrams from Pastor Hugh D. Brown, M.A. (Dublin), and Hugh 
Rodger (St. Leonard's), having been read,-

PASTOR ARcBrnALD G. BROWN se.id :-1 e.m announced to preach this 
evening, but I he.d no idea. of being called on to se.y anything this afternoon. 
Howev11r, I have learned to obey whenever there is e. Spurgeon in the ce.se, 
I am not e.ble to se.y, e.s the dee.r brothers Spurgeon he.ve said, that they 
are sons of the departed, and yet would I venture to se.y the.t he must love 
wonderfully who ce.n love more the.n I loved dear C. H. S. Though not re
lated to him by the ties of blood, yet have I often se.id the.t I would 
willingly le.y down my life for him. Not a son, in one sense, yet I am 
truly his son in another. He baptized me when I we.s but e. youth; he was 
the one who held out the right hand to me when first I began to try to 
speak for Christ ; he welcomed me into the College ; his eye rested on the 
East End of London, and he located me where, for thirty years, it has been 
e. joy to labour for the Lord. If thirty years' work he.a put in so many 
silver threads that the gold has dise.ppee.red altogether, yet, the.n.k God, 
there is one thing the.t he.s not grown grey, or old. First and foremost, 
there is love for my Master, e.nd next, the memory of the.t good me.n who 
we.a more to me the.n words ce.n tell. This world has never been the same 
place exactly, since he went home. But although the workers wee.r out, 
and go home, the work continues. Jesus Christ is never going to be he.rd
up for e. workman; Heaven's anthem is not going to die awe.y for we.nt of 
choristers. Instead of the fathers a.re the sons, I\S we have seen this 
afternoon. I do so joy to be here because it is in connection with the 
rearing of a me.terie.l se.nctue.ry. I think e.s we live e.nd grow older, we 
grow wiser, e.t lee.at we think we do, e.nd I have come to this conclusion, 
the.t it is e. vast mistake to under-rate chapels and the building of 
sanctuaries as a means of evangelization. The rearing of a House of Prayer 
means the continuation of the work of the Lord Jesus, e. work that will 
abide long after that which is perhaps more showy has passed away. I joy 
to think there is e. Church of the Lord Jesus Christ here, e.nd I personally 
am glad it is e. Baptist Church. I would not limit my sympathies to any 
one denominat.ion, but I do not believe in that love which is so almighty 
genera.I that it is not particularly deep anywhere. It is like the butter I 
had in my school de.ys, spread so widely over the bread the.t there we.s no 
depth of it anywhere. I rejoice that there are found worshipping here 
people holding the precious doctrine of believers' baptism ; but, a.pa.rt from 
that, I say candidly, dear Mrs. Spurgeon, I should not be here to-de.y if I 
had not good reason to believe that the old doctrine wss going to be 
preached here; but we know that our dear Brother Hockey will preach the 
doctrine of the atonement, the blood of the covenant, that glorious sacri
fice of the Lord Jesue,-full, free, unfettered proclamation of the gospel, 
and I know there will be e.n intense desire to win souls. God bless e.ny 
man who is trying to win souls I The Lord bless my Brother Hockey '. 
He lives with this one aim, to bring poor trembling hearts into the perfect 
peace Jesus Christ gives. I do hope this plaoe will be opened free of debt. 

Mrs. C. H. SPUROEoN :-It will be. 
PASTOR A. G. BROWN :-Mrs. Spurgeon says it will be. I thank God 

for that. A person who will not give to a plt\ce that is going to be opened 
free of debt, is an inconceivable person. 



4,2 " FOR CHRIST'S SAXE.'" 

FASTl)R CHARLES SPURGEON :-:\ly deftr mother wishes me to s11y so that 
you nifty know it most definitely, that this place is not going to be'in debt, 
that the Lord will send all the monBy; we feel sure of thftt, It will indeed 
be that. when t.he doors are opened, and the first service is held all may 
enter in. knowing thRt eT"ery bill bas been dischRrged. ' 

:\Ir. HarrRld then read the list of donations and promises for the Building 
Fund. and afterwards Mrs. Spurgeon was occupied for a long time re
cei <"ing further contributions. The total up to July 16 will be found at 
the close of the list in the present· Magazine; it is a graud amount for 
which we cannot be too thankful to the Lord who has moved so man'.y of 
His stewards to assist in erecting another House to His glory but a oon
siderable sum is still needed in order to defray the entire cost of 'the Chapel 
with the necessary furnishing and fittings. ' 

:!40 friends partook of tea in the School-chapel, and in the evening the 
area of the large Wesleyan ChRpel was crowded for what proved to be a 
most fitting close to a truly blessed day. Mr. Hockey announced the 
hymns. Mr. Harris prayed, and Pastor A. G. Brown read and expounded 
1 Peter i. 1-1:2, and then preached from the words in chapter ii., verse 24, 
.. His own (dear) self." It was a clear enunciation of the great verities of 
the Christian faith, delivered with all the unction e.nd power which have ever 
characterized the ministry of our beloved brother, e.nd its influence upon 
the large assembly must be both gracious e.nd a.biding. Although most of 
those present he.d already given generously, the collection realized £11 5s., 
showing that hearts and pockets were Rlike touched. The whole of the 
proceedings of the de.y must have greatly helped towards the building up 
of the spiritual Church of Jesus Christ in Bex hill, e.s well as the material 
structure now in course of erection, e.nd thus the services themselves 
formed a pa.rt of the ever-growing memorial to the life and work of the 
much-beloved PASTOR C. H. SPURGEON. 

" ~or ~hrisf s ~aht." 
! N anonymous friend sends a contribution every month to the Pastors' 
~~ College Missionary Association " for Christ's sake." I like that 
reason,-" for Christ's sake." This seems, indeed, to me the only solid 
reaeon for our missionary work out here among these poor Moslems. I 
like the regularity, also, for the monthly gift. I think, means e. daily 
praying soul, e.nd that is e. working soul, like Epe.phre.s, "le.bourin~ 
feI"Vently for you in prayers'' (Col. iv. 12). One of the best things I heard, 
when le.et in England, ea.me from '' one of our own men" who, e.s he 
grasped my hand, said, "Brother, I have prayed for you every de.y since I 
heard you speak, years ago." May the Lord bless e.nd multiply such 
mi~sionary labourers! 

The French are me.king e. harbour here, and the contractor, it is said, 
put down much loose stone, but e. storm we.shed it e.we.y; now he makes 
great concrete blocks, weighing tons, and his work defies the tempest ; 
e.nd by God's blessing-, our efforts, with your support, dear readers, and 
cemented with our united prayers, shall yet make, even here, e. harbour of 
refuge for dying souls, against which the powers of darkness shall never 
prena ' 

To build tli1-ir harbour, the French are removing e.n old Mohammedan 
fort and walls,-razing much before raising anything. We, too, have 
mue;h razing of the false to do ere we can begin to raise the true temple of 
God. 

Europe in c0ne;ert is trying to deal'with Islam, e.nd she ma.y, in the end, 
make many broken-headed Moslems : bnt she will fail to make them 
br0/,1,n-l,1-arttd. The blasts of war will make them wrap themselves the 
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-0loser in their fe.lee creed; only the warm love of Jesu~, the Sun of 
righteousness, will lead them to lay it Mide for ever. 

During June, 173 visits have been ma.de to me. Among the patient/! wa.~ 
a. poor Souda.nee; he spoke but little, and seemed to b~ in great paiu; but 
after a day or two, one morning, while my wife wa.s speaking, she wets 
delighted to hear him repeating and explaining the pla.n of salvation to the 
others present. Poor fellow, his was a. very serious case. I advised am
putation; to this he could not consent; he ~ew rapidly worse, and 
died ;-yet may we not hope that this poor bla.ck slave, telling others 
of Jesus, had himself, by simple faith, become Christ's freeman, and now 
rests " for ever with the Lord " ? 

Sousse, Tunisia., N. Africa.. T. G. CIIURCHER. 

~oticu off ~oohs. 
Any Book reviewed or advertised In thl■ Ma.ga.zlne will be forwarded by ■ea■r■. Paesmora 

a.nd Ala.baster on receipt or Poata.l Order for the published price. 

-Great Britai'.n and Her Queen. By 
.ANNE E. KEELING. Second edition. 
Wesleyan Methodist Book-room. 

THIS work is likely to survive much 
of the Jubilee literature which is now 
me.king the most of its ephemera.I 
-existence. It contains much of his
torical interest relating to the Queen, 
and to the political, commercial, social, 
and religious life of the nation. Being 
profusely illustrated, it forms a. very 
interesting photographic album of 
many of the notable men and women 
who have done much to make the 
Victorian era. so memorable. The 
ever-beloved C. H. Spurgeon ho,s a 
place with these worthies, though he 
receives but one short sentence by 
way of description. We hardly under
stand how it is th&t, in a work 
professing to deal with the empire, 
one denomination should monopolize 
52 pages out of 244, while others are 
unnoticed or receive but sco,nt re
-cognition. If this work is published 
iu the interests of Methodism, its 
title should indico,te that fu,ct. We 
suggest that, in subsequent editions, 
which are sure to be called for, the 
title should be, " Great Brit&in, Her 
Queen, and Wesleyan Methodism." 

We ho,ve received two excellent 
penny booklets from the W esley!l.ll 
Methodist Book-room. In the first, 
Is not this the Blood of Men? by 
MARK Guy PEARSE, the drink curse 
is vividly set forth, and denounced in 
language burning with righteous 

indignation. We are at one with the 
writer in his horror of the demoralizing 
and deadly traffic, and pray that his 
words may be like fire upon the 
consciences of his readers. Surely it 
is high time for all Christians to dis
sociate themselves from this blood
branded evil ? 

The second booklet, Respect th~ 
Hedge, by Rev. W. L. W.HKIXSO:S, 
contains wise and weighty words, 
upon matters of great importance, 
especially to young people who are 
disposed to resent authority, and to 
break through all restraints. It is 
well that they should kuow that the 
fences, which appear to stand in their 
way, are really mea.ut to be defences 
against the serpents which lurk on 
the side of unlimited license and un
checked p11ssions. In so suall a space, 
the subject can only receive brief 
treatment ; but it is c11.pable of great 
expansion. We trust the booklet will 
be widely circulated and greatly 
blessed. 

The Midsummer volumes of :Ur. 
Bullock's three excellent :Ut1.gazines
Home Words, l[,uul aud Heart, and 
'l'he Dciy o( Days,-he.ve come to us 
from the" Home Words" publishing 
office. They will be specially wel
comed by Church of England readers ; 
but we are always glad to note> their 
clear proclaurntion of Evangelical 
doctrine, 1ind their thoroughg;oiug pro
test against the incre1\siug Ritualism 
in the Esto.blishment. 
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C'hi"nn and Form,,•a: the Ston- of the 
Mi~sion of the Presbyterie.n Churoh 
ofEngla.nd. By Re-r. J.-1.s. JOHNSTON. 
He.zell, Watson, a.nd Viney. 

Tl!"IB six-shilling volume, 11:s:cellently 
pnnted, snd fully illustrated, desen-es 
to rsnk as a missionary clll.Ssic. It is 
from the pen of one who hss ser-red on 
the field. and who is fe.miliar with bis 
subj~t thro~gho1;1t. China. religiously 
considered, 1s a kmd of composition of 
which Confuci&nism is ever s main 
ingredient; but, usually, that in
gredient is too thin to suit the general 
pe.late, and is thickened either from 
Buddhism, or Taouism. or both. In 
the present work. we get a particularly 
i?ood new of the result of that com
bination. a.nd of the practical religion 
of the Chinese. We differ from Mr. 
J obnston when he says that "Con
!'nciani~ and Taouism both taught 
m then- pnrer days the unity and 
fe.tberhood of God.'' As regards 
Confucianism, this is a mistake, for 
this system never bad the smallest 
trace of spirituality of conception, 
being a hnmanized and earthy product 
alone. The reference to Taonism, 
moreo-rer, wonld scarcely hold, were 
we to except the phenomenal acute
ness of the founder of that system,
the greatest prodigy, not only of 
China, but of the whole heathen 
world. The main interest of this 
work lies in the well-told story of the 
.Amoy, Swatow, and Formosa missions, 
which we feel assured will be greatly 
prized by all friends of the missionary 
cause. 

The Religions Tract Society has 
published (price 2s.) another valuable 
missionary volnme,-.d mcmg the Dark-
1,airtd P.ace in the Flowery Land, by 
8.c...YTIL B. DR.A.KE, of the Baptist 
Mi.Bsionary Society. The book will 
ha.a all the greater interest for our 
n,aders from the fact that it is written 
by "one of our own men," and that 
it contains graphic descriptions of his 
missionary labours in North Chine.. 
The self-denying efforts of the author 
to rescue the victims of the opium 
curse deserve special mention, but the 
whole work is worthy of prayerful 
i:,erwsal. It should be in every Sunday
school and .Missionary Library. 

Is Scie11~ Guilty! By AYARY W. H. 
FORBES, M.A. l\farsball Brothers. 

Is it right to trsce to Science all the 
consequences of man's misdoing ? If 
it is not, the present work lacks its 
raison ,Ntre; a.nd if it is, there is no 
help for it but to return to e. state 
resembling Rousseau's savage. It is 
absurd to level an indictment age.inst 
Science in the manner expressed in 
these pe.ges ; one might as well 
vituperate against cold steel because
of the misuse which the suicide has. 
made of it. 

Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, and Co.,. 
have issued e. new and cheaper edition 
(price 2s. 6d. each) of The Young 
Man's Gui<k and The Young Woman's. 
Guide, by JOHN A.NOELL JA.MES. 
These works are not as well known to 
the rising generation as they were to 
their parents, but they are among the 
standard religious literature that. 
should always have e. place in Christ
ian households, and in all libraries 
for the young. We wish our lads and 
lasses would more heartily welcome 
such solid instruction, and let it take
the place of the frothy :fiction which 
so many of them love. 

Two other half-crown books, of 
quite e. different character, may be 
just11.S heartilycommended,-Through 
a Pocket Lena, by HENRY 8CBERREN, 
F.Z.8. (Religious Tract Society), and 
Facts and Fancies about Flowers, by 
MAlloARET MOYES BLACK (Oliphant, 
Anderson, and Ferrier). Boys and: 
girls who have either or both of these 
volumes presented to them, and who 
make good use of them, will see that 
they are surrounded by objects of in
terest and beauty which will repay 
their study. Nature.I history was,. 
surely, never me.de more attractive 
than in these days. 

A book which we cannot recommend 
is, John, a Tale of Kiu_q Messiah, by 
KATHABINE PEARSON WOODS. (Part
ridge and Co.) It may be very good 
of the sort, but we do not like the 
sort, and do not believe it is right for 
anyone to tell " e. Te.le of J{ing 
Messiah" in addition to the four-fold 
tale of the inspired Evangelists, 
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The Miracles of 01tr Lorrl. By Rev. 
PROFESSOR LAIDLAW, D.D. Edin
burgh: T. and T. Clark. 

WE heartily oommend this Pri111er as 
supplying a oondensed and instructive 
commentary on its su~jeet. We 
greatly admire the spiritual insight 
and perspicuity of this writer ; and 
deem the present production a com
pendium of the :Miracles that all may 
study to the profit alike of mind and 
heart. 

The Apocalypse, considered entirely from 
the standpoint of the Old and New 
Testament. By H. G. H. Elliot 
Stock. 

H. G. H. tries to expound the 
.Apocalypse by the Sacred History of 
the Old and New Testament. We 
marvel at the adoption of such a line 
of exposition, fo-r the inevitable result 
is to give the Book of Revelation, 
even from its very inception, a historic 
setting, so that the apostle John hBd, 
in effect, to tell of what had been 
instead of what should come to pass. 

During Pastor Thomas Spurgeon's holi
day, the preachers &t the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, on the Lord's-days, will (n.v.) 
be 11s follows :-Aug. 22, Putor Charles 
Spurgeon; Aug. 29, Putor Hugh D. Brown, 
M.A.; Sept. 6, Pastor A. G. 13rown; and 
Sept. 12, Pastor C. B. Sawday. The prayer
meetings 11,nd Thursday evening services 
will be in Mr. Sawd11y's ho.nds. He h11s 
been e.w11y for rest nnd ch11nge in 11lltici
p11tio11 of the extra. dutie• tb11t will devolve 
upon him during the Pastor's e.bsence. 

Ou_ Monday ovwiug, July 5, the n.nuue.l 
meetmg of the POOR MINISTERS' CLOTllING 
SOCIETY wo.s held in the T11berne.cle lecture
ho.11. Pastor Thome.s Spurgeon /resided. 
The Report, rend by Mrs. Goddar Clarke, 
the Trell.Surer, stated th11t, during the pe.st 
yenr, the good work he.a been cn.rried on 
with much success. There h11ve been 22 
working meetings held, l\lld the e.ttendllllce 
11t ea.oh meeting h11s e.vernged mo1-e U11\ll :2!). 
If it were not for outside help in the sh11po 
of pn.rcels of new 1Wd pn.rtly-worn gm·
ments, the Committee could not e11tisfy the 
doml\llds of the mn.ny who 11pply for 11Ssist
ll.llce; but they n.re ple11sed to be 11ble to 
report thnt they hnve not h11d to refuse auy 
llJ!phcll.llt. Much thought 1Wd consideri.tion 

But for the reverent tone of the 
11,uthor, onr criticism of this work 
would be severe. As it is, we ce,n do 
no other the,n se,y that, by such 
he,ndling, the Apocalypse virtually 
becomes 11, dee,d letter. 

Primeval Rei-e/ol,ir,n. Studies in 
Genesis 1.-VIII. ByJ. CY:SIJDYLA., 

JONES, D.D. Hoddere,nd Stoughton. 

IN this elabore,te work, a firm stand 
is taken in the interests of the integrity 
of Scripture and of essential truth. 
Necessarily, the reqnired treatment 
demanded solidity, a present-day view 
of present-de,y problems, 11,nd the 
ability to explain and reason with 
effect ; 11,nd readers will not be dis
appointed in any of these respect.'!. 
Dr. Jones has not entered this 
gladiatorie,l arena without having 
first counted the cost ; and we believe 
that the side he has espoused is in 
most points that which deserves the 
strenuous advocacy of all lovers of 
God's Woril. 

are needed in selecting suitable articles ior 
the severe.I needs: this, howes-er. is not 
done without prayer for the guidance of 
our He11venlY Father. The success of the 
workers is proved by the extracts from 
letters recei.-ed from the gmtefn.l recipients, 
11nd published in the Report. The subscrip
tions, donations, &c., during the year, 
a.mounted to.£77 5s. ~d.: tbeprenousyeo.r. 
they were .£\;,'> 19s. :l!d. The Committee 
desire to tbo.,, It the Gi\·er of all good ior 
enn.bling the Society to continue its b.,ne'<'O· 
lent work, aud thus aid o. large nutn~r or 
ministers, who are l:\bouriug in wry poor 
districts under tnost trying ,md distressing 
circumsto.uces. 

Forty-four parcels, cont:\iuing l.\•.i:2 arti
cles, of the totnl value of .£:29$ 15s. fld., 
were sent out in the coune oi the Year. In 
response to the Pastor's "PP""], ~~~ articles 
were b1 ought in at the lllllluo.l tneeting held 
on July Lith, JS%. The Committt>t1 most 
gre.tefullv tho.uk the frien,ls who b:\Yc' s.> 
generously sent p:ucels of clothing. sotn<' 0f 
whiolt wertl of speciu.l \'1\lne. Th<> nutnber 
of )f\l'\:blS rect1iYe,l wu.s l~\l, in ,1,hliti,,u t,, 
which ~e J3rnud, t-oci<'tY ,1t the 131:\ck
heath Baptist Chapel , \Y: T. ).[:ll'keu,i<'. 
Pasto1·). sent 131 ,u·ticles n.nd :1 b,..,,; ,,i 
sumlries; and tho London x~~dl~work 
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Gnihl, -Pah'Oue"8, H.R.H. PrinceM Mary 
AdelRide. Duchess of Teck,-sent 100 
Rrticlt>S. 

Addres~es were deli..-ered by P!lStors 
Th0mas Spur~eon ,rnd C. B. Sawday, and 
l,y l•eac•on \,. Olne,. and Elder T. Cox. 
During the P"-'Ceediugs, Miss Beaumont 
saug t..-o solos, which were ..-~ry beautifully 
rendered. 

Before the meeting commenced, tea was 
proYided in the lecture-hall, which was 
well filled with friends, many of whom 
had come with parcels, which werereceh·ed 
by Mrs. Thomas Spurgeon, the President of 
the Society, who ....,.. occupied for three 
hours. with her assistants, opening the 116 
parcels brought in, which contai.Ded o,er 
80,l articles. 

For the information of friends desirin,z to 
help the Society. it may be mentioned that 
,·01,:ni,.,:,,;,,., should be directed to Mrs. 
Goddard Clarke, "Fairlawn,'' l.'>i. Peckham 
Rye. London. Pa,-u/s should be addressed 
to Mrs. Barrett. Poor Ministers' Clothing 
Soc1et,, Metropolitsn Tabern:icle, Newing
t01,. London. S.E. Each parcel should 
-contain a card bearing the name and address 
or the sender, a.nd in addition, a. post-card 
should be forwarded to the Secretary, 
apprising her of its despatch, in order to 
seci.re ackno.,ledgment. The Committee 
-.rill ,zladly welcome any friends who can 
join them at the worl-ing meetings, which 
are held in the Ladies' Room at the Taber
.!lacle, on the Wednesdays following the 
third and fourth Sundays in each month, 
at three o"clock. 

(;oL!..EGE.-Mr. W. Kirk Bryce is re
a:nonug. from Chatteris, to Nottingham 
Tabernacle; lli. C. A. Ingram, from New 
Ro=ey, to Brasted, Kent; Mr. G. H. F. 
.Jackman, from Coggeshall, to Pembroke 
Street. De..-onport; Mr. F. D. Tranter, from 
Drifield, to Parker Street, Barnsley; Dr. 
L sher, from Orpington, to Tun bridge Wells; 
and Mr . .T. R. -Way, late of St. Helena, to 
Dolton, Beaford, and Kingscote churches, 
:!\ orth Devon. 

We are glad to hear that Pastor .T oeeph 
Clark has he.d a most hearty reception at 
the A.uddand Tabernacle, and that hie 
be?Tices are very highly appreciated. 

Tbe College recommences with a re-union 
at "\\"es'.wood '' (thanks to Mrs. C. H. 
Spurgeon'• kind invitation), on August 11, 
when t1e I'resident hopes to welcome 1G 
n~w studente. 

P L,TOB~' COLLEGE Ev A..'l;GELICAL ABSOCIA• 
Tros.-The addre•• agreed to at the Cou
f ere1Jce, congratulating the Queen upon 
rescLir,g the GOth anniversary of her ac
"''""iou, h"B Leen duly presented to Her 
:!'>flije.-ty 1,y the Jfom~ Secretary, Sir 
:!'>fatrh,,w \\'bite Hidley, whr, baB written to 
the l'rr,sid<eut, Pastor Thoma• Spurgeon, 
11ir"1.Jnuj1Jg him t11at tLb 'lu1.:en had" gra
"'''""'-" a,;,,epU:<l tbe loyal and dutiful 
:i,11dn:E:.8." 

0RrHANAnE.-0nr re1tdors "·ill notice 
that the Aunuttl lk{>o1·t of the Stockwell 
Orphanage is include, in the present nnmbor 
of the Maga,ine, which ho,e hncl to be eu
lttrfred in order to mo,ke room for the long 
list of contributions at tho festiv,tl, of whioh 
we gave particulars ln.st month. We 11,re 
asked to call specio.l attention to the appelll 
for the Sea-side Home ; it ie thought tho.t, 
!lS so many friends of the orphans nre now 
enjoying their holidays by the sea, they will 
be the more willing to help iu providing a 
Convalescent Home for the Stockwell lade 
and lassies. 

Some of the children have no relative• 
to receive them for the summer vaca
tion ; any of our readers who can en
tertain a boy or girl are earnestly requested 
to communicate, as soon ae possible, with 
Mr. Charlesworth, Stockwell Orphanage, 
Clapham Road, London, S.W. 

COLPORTAOE.-We are pleased to be able 
to report our work is still going on satis
factorily, although our workers occasionally 
have to pass through very trying experi
ences. The following extract from a letter 
from Maldon tells how one of our brethren 
passed through the great storm which 
caused such devastation and distress in 
Essex:-" I feel that I must report at once, 
to God's praise, a miraculous deliverance. 
Yesterday, a thunderstorm was raging all 
around me, and I was six miles from home. 
About four o'clock, it threatened to close 
right upon me, so I made all haste to the 
nearest refuge. Having put my mule in a 
stable, I went indoors, and just sat down, 
when darkness came over us so that we 
could scarcely see each other, and fear fell 
upon all present. Amidst thunder iind 
lightning of an indeecribal;>le character, 
there seemed to be a stone strike the window, 
then another, and another, with such vio
lence that the good lady of the house came 
running to me, and grasped my arm. When 
three of the windows fell in, she fainted. I 
shook her, and entreated her to trust in 
God; then her daughter went into a fit 
through fright, and the scene was one of 
sore perplexity, as we feared that we should 
be buried in the ruins of the house. Tweni,.
seven panes of glass were broken, and hail
stones, measuring two inches across, were 
lying about. The rector came in after thA 
storm had ceased, and said tho,t he ho,d not 
a whole pane of glass in hie house. Thanks 
be to our Heavenly Father for spo,ring our 
lives! " Through all weathers, and under 
all circumstances, our seed-sowers toil on in 
tht:ir holy service; will not those who read 
these" Notes" express their sympathy with 
them by sending a donation to our Goueml 
Fund, which still needs to be i11cr01tssd if 
the Association is to coutinue to pay its 
way:' 

All communic1ttions should be addressed 
to "Secretary," Colportugo Asaocio,tion, 
Pastors' College, Tern pie l;treot, Southwark, 
London, /;.E. 
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i)irntorn' ~otlcge, ~etropolitan ijahernack 
8taternn,t of Receipt• from June 15th to July J.111,, 1397. 

£ •· d. £ •· d. B,eadere of " Tho Christian," per Mias Halls 1 r, () 

Messrs. Morgon nnd Scott 
]I{. L. H., Edinburgh 
Mr, T. H. l:ltockwell 
L.R.E, ... 
Mr. W. Milla 

5 
5 
1 
6 
5 

0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Mrs. Yate" ... 10 ,; 
Mr. J. WU.On 1'! () 

Mr .. r a.mes Hughe~ 

~~!,y fro~"esi,,~:: or ~t,, 11r. Joh;; 

() I) 

~ I) 

Mr. W. Pitcher ... 
Mr. G. Osborne Neal 

1 1 0 Kidd ( on acconnt 1 . . . . _ l,(JCJQ 0 

Mr. B. R. Pearce ... .. . .. . 
Contributions from Church at King's 

Lo,ngley, per Pastor D. Jlacmillan ... 

1 1 
0 10 

0 10 
0 2 

6 0 

0 
0 

Weekly Offerings at :\!et. Tah. :-
June 20 !i 12 9 

6 J~iy ~~ ~ ~ i 
6 11 2~ 12 9 

,t 1 1() 
0 

Rev. R. J. Beecliff... .•. . . .. . 
Collection at Shoreditch Tabernacle, 

per Pastor W. CuJf 
Mn,. Elgee ... . .. 0 10 6 £1.111 3 ll 
Miss Spliedt .. , 3 0 0 

ja~torn' ~ollege ~issionarJJ ~!i!iodation. 
Stateme11t of Receipts from June 15th to July Uth, 1897. 

A friend, per Mr,. Fxeestone 
w.s .... 
:Mrs. Bowle ... 

A friend ... 
"Mal ill.10" ... ... . .. 
Port l=cy from estate of late 1Irs. 

£ s. d
o I 0 
5 0 0 

Mrs. Donaldson ... .. . 
From Evangelical Mission Church, 

£ s. d. 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
0 3 0 
o· s o 

",~r1=•s sa.k~-" P~~ llis'.· C. H. 36 11 11 
Sp'U.l"l?eon ... ' Tangier, towards support of Mr. 

N. H.·Patrick ... 
Miss Spliedt .. , 
llli.<s Halls 
H.McS. 

6 9 5 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 

F.C.W. 

IDht jtoclnutll Q9rtJhmmge. 
Statement of Receipts from June 15th to Jul!I Hth, 1897. 

£ e. d. 
Per Paator C. Spurgeon:-

1\Ir. Pringle... 1 0 o 
Mr. G. Outram O 6 0 

Mrs. Keevil... ... ... ... .. . 
Mrs. Jones, for the late John Briers .. . 
Mr. A. Tessier ... 
Collected by Mrs. Rugg ... 
Mrs. Birkinshaw 
lllrs. J11rrn.tt 
Mrs. Jolly ... 
WidowAdlem 
Mrs. R. Reitl 
Mr. Gco. Cos. 
lllr.. C. J. Porter ... .. . 
Collecte<l by Mr. Whitehorn 
Mr.. 1'11rkor 
Mrs. Boyle .. ; 
Mr: ,v Lawrio 
M i~s ,J. Stewm't 
ll1•s Kirklan<l .. . 
~Jr. Gco. llnnt ick .. . 
Mr. J. Wou,l ... . ... 
Collected by Mr. W. E. Downing 
Collecte<l br Mrs. Jephooat ... 
Mra. E. A. Holloway ... 
Uolleotcd by Mt·. S. U11rter 
t 'ollPctcd by Mi"" E. 8tovens 
Mr. Uco. ll. HILhbich ... 
Mrs, J,une!-1 :4t11r ... 
Mi,. Driu1•th•hl ... 
D,·. J. A. U1111lom· ... 
Mr. 1uu.l Ml'~. SlotLll 
lllr. C. 1,', Al'tlis ... 

1 6 0 
10 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 lo 0 
U 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 l! 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 u 
u a o 
0 10 6 
0 JO 0 
1 7 ~ 
0 2 0 
0 6 U 
0 10 0 
O 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 16 0 
1 0 0 
0 ll U 
0 1,i O 
0 15 0 
0 5 0 

10 0 0 
I I 0 
~ 0 0 
0 10 0 
I 1 0 

John F. H .... 
Mrs. Hewk!ey 
MiSi!J. Wood ... ... . .. 
Collected by 1Irs. F. E. Atkinson 
Collected by :Uiss .-1.. WeUs 
Collected-by M1,;s L. Colli.> 
Orphan Boy's c,u-..1, F. l:lurnett 
Mr. Henry Coles . .. .. . . .. 
Collectet.l by Mrs. L. Knowlnun 
Collected by Mrs. K lhrm ... 
Communion. collect~ou. ,visba.w Bap-

tist Church, per PJ.Stor George 
Whittet .. . 

Mrs. Lane .. . 
Mr. S. B,iwtree 
~lr . .-1.. Pearson 
Mrs. Smith ... 
Captaiu Thom::1.~ )Ulbouru0 .. 
Th~ Misses N. 1Lutl Lt liurbridg,.:, 
Mr. N. T. Southwell 
Miss L. Sealey 
lllr. J. R. R"'1d 
Mrs. Chenery ... 
Mi'"' M. K Cousin 
1\lr. W. N. Fiulayson 
Dr. S. Cow,\)" ... 
Coll,•cted by ::\liss A. Wilson ... 
Cn1nfunl Uaptist S11udt1y-school, p,,r 

Mr. A. Stuith ... 
Col\eck<I by Mr,,. Blt\kc . ~ 
Coll,..,te,l by Mro. 0. Uc,-s 
Collcot,•,l hy Mis:, A. H. l'o:,; .. 
l'ulleotc•,I b)· lli,;,i l:c !I.I. Did,iw,:,U 
Cullccte<l by lli&s A. Uodt'rey ... 

0 t 0 
0 2 6 

£ s. d. 
~ 0 t) 

0 le) 0 
1 0 
0 5 0 
L• 5 0 
0 G t) 

1 I 0 
5 0 0 
U lt) " 0 ! 

2 0 0 
2 0 () 

1 () 

I 0 
I LI 0 
•.J h) () 

l) Ill ti 
U ltl ti 
U H\ ,, 
,, ti ,, ., 

~ 
t) lll 0 
0 ILl ti 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

tl s 0 ,, $ tl 
ll lS )) 

1 I l> 
ll lt\ \) 

Ll 1 LI 



STOOXWELL ORPHANAGE. 

<.'oll<'<'t<><l bT Mr,,. Mumford 
l\)llt"('t-(~ l{'" MN. Robin 
CoUected hy Mi .. E. l'ubitt 
Yr. C. Hoopn ... 
('<>lle<"ted hy Mr. C. Clover 
~[is:s L. J a.c-,.1 b 
'.\Cr. R. Da..-ron ... 
Mr. and lll">'. Hewat ... ... ... 
Yr. &trle'5 Biblt.~e....~, Stoke Newing~ 

ton ... . .. 
Yr. and lllrs. c,,x ... 
!llr. 13. GaT>c•y 
)Ir. G B. Ya.nbeson 
:'IIr. :'II. Cole 
lli. ll. Phillip, .. ... . .. 
L'olle<"te<l by Mr. J. T. Yanly ... 
l'oUected by Yiss S. A. Ackland 
Collected by :'IIrs. Robinson ... 
C-0lle<"ted by MissM. E. Jenkins 
Collected by Mrs. :i"reestone 
Collected by Miss G. Clarke 
Mr. Samuel Sharp... ... . .. 
A thankoffering, Mr. L. Clayton 
Mrs. L. M. Pittmon 
Mr. D. Llo~d ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Holder ... 
C-0llected by Mr. S. Church .. . 
CollecW by Miss L. Harrisnn .. . 
Collect<>d by Miss A. Jones .. . 
Collected by Pa.,'"t<lr J. H. Ba.mard 
Collected by Miss E. E. Epps ... 
Col iected by Mrs. S. Zuber 
CollectRd by .\lrs. :-earns ... 
Collected by Miss E. J. Pickard 
Collected h lirs. A. Cross 
Collected by Mrs. Fox .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Blake .. . 
Coliected by Miss A. Cowles 
•Coile,,ted by Mr. C. B. Casey 
Collected by Miss M. Ryder 
Collected b,· Mrs. Stra ...- .. 
Collected by Yiss F. E. Greenop 
Collected Ly Miss M. Rayner ... -· 
Collected bT Mi,,s Simmonds ... . .. 
Collected by ::'llrs. and l1i.s.s F. ll. Hay 
lllr. J. E,·erett 
llr. Enbert Inglis .. . .. 
CollecLed by Mias E. Bruin 
CoUect,ed by Miss J. Permaine .. . 
Collect.ed by :MJss E. Orlord .. . 
Colled.ed by Kr. H. J. Curtis 
Collected by lliss Wright 
Collected by ldi3s L. P&e...,. 
Collect.ed by llw A. Orsma.n ... 
Collected by lliH E. G. Comber 
Colleetoo by lllr•. R. Hoskins ... 
Colleeted L>- :llrs. E. Cobley 
Collecu,d Ly .\llss K. ll.. Smith... 
Colltoet,td by llrd. M. Bentlett .. . 
Collected by Mn,. M. Ince .. . 
Collected by llia8 J. Frost 
Collected by Miss C. ~I. 6teTen&OD 
CoLltoet<,d br Mi"" L. J a.ckson ... 
Si.amps, Kilmarnock. ... 
Collected by Alioo A!. Wills 
Collect<,d uy Mas;.ter R. WilliaIDB 
J>ilected br Miu .t:. tiDe.:d ... 
:::Vllec.-tt-d bv M.i.u E. Hare 
Hi•• ear"h. Gray Hill 
lli. TDc,,,. liaDkiD ... 
.Mr. W. Wood 
J.R.E. ... - ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Lamb 
T. H., L;leworth .. . . .. .. . 
O,Jlecwi by .Mioe J. H. Ma.nn .. . 
r;.,Uect,td by Mrs. Perry .. 
Collt<.-kd by :MUii! A. B,,ynolds 
Collecr;,d Ly Jrll"" E. Wa.ua 
Mr•. Y... Allen 
!'>Ir. Gt0. 6w1th ... • •• 
I;ollect<:d i,y Miu D. Martin 

£ o. d. 
0 ll 0 
0 19 0 
0 15 0 
0 3 0 
0 10 S 
1 0 0 
0 lll 0 
2 0 0 

0 '/' 6 
0 7 6 
l O 0 
l O 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 6 
0 10 0 
J 3 6 
2 0 0 
0 10 6 
1 1 0 
l O 0 
1 l l 
l l 0 
0 11 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 9 0 
0 3 0 
0 5 6 
0 16 6 
0 9 0 
0 5 0 
1 3 0 
0 6 0 
1 2 6 
1 15 0 
0 1~ 0 
0 15 0 
0 9 2 
0 3 3 
0 3 6 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
0 8 0 
1 0 U 
0 10 0 
l O 0 
o 3 0 
0 JO 0 
0 15 0 
0 2 6 
0 3 u 
0 15 0 
0 3 6 
O 8 6 
0 7 0 
0 4 0 
l O 0 
1 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 4 
0 2 4 
0 2 11 
8 ti 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
a o o 
0 7 7 
0 6 0 
7 14 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 10 

Miss r,I. McEwing ... 
lllr. Tatnell ... , .. 
lllro. M. D. Mocleay 
Mro. M. Munro ... .., 
Stamp..", Chipping Sodbury ... 
M.i,s M. lllaynard, in memory of a 

belovro mother .. .. . . .. 
A. H., St. Leonard's-on-Sea 
Collected by Mi,s E. M. KlforJ. 
Collected by Mrs. A. Women,ley 
Collected by lllrs. L. Pilgrim ... 
llf,-s. E. Mackie .. . .. . . .. 
Collected by Master J. M•ynard 
Collected by Mnster P. ,vigney 
Collected by M•ster ,v. Morgan 
Rev. J1LID.es Johnma.n 
Mrs. ,v. Robinet 
Yr. Oeo. Tolley 
Mr. E.Hoddy 
Mre. Oliver ... 
Mrs. E. HoWll.l'd 
Jlfiss Davis ... 
Yr. W. Howard 
Mr. P. Cockerill 
Miss A. Na.sh .. . 
l\Irs. J. Dicker<on .. . 
Mr. James Ila.sham 
Mrs. Alexander 
MissC!out ... 
lllr. T. G,-.,ening 
1111-s. Hemsley 
l\Iiss Riddell ... 
Anonymous... ... ... . .. 
Collected by llliss E. E. Moase ... 
l\Irs. A. Willia,us ... ... . .. 
0 In loving memory of C. R. B!' 
l\Ire. E. Porter 
Mrs. B,.rton ... 
Mr. J. Niblett 
Miss A. Tait ... 
lliss F. Stock 
Mr. W. Beard .. . 
Mrs. Jno. Roberts .. . 
lllr. and Mrs. Saunders 
Miss Rachel Daniell 
l\Irs.Hea.sman 
MissCabban 
Mr. R. Stewart 
Mrs. Gooding ... . .. ... . .. 
In memoria,u, the late Mr. C. Chester 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Oook 
Mr. J. Barton 
l\Ire. Angell ... 
lllr. E. Rawlings ... . .. 
Collected in Alfold Baptist Sunday-

school, per Pastor F. Joseph ... 
Mr. John Carl.er 
Mrs. Bickford 
Mrs. Newman 
Mrs. N. 8piu-row . . .. . . .. 
Mr. C. Dimond, for J. W. Dimond 
Mn,. A. Mitchell ... .. . ... 
Collected by Master .A.. Myhill .,. 
lllr•. Porter . 
H. M. F., Martham 
Mr. C. lbberson , .. 
llfra. Hinton ... 
Mrs. Alex. Thomson . .. . .. 
Collected by lire. A. Whiting "" 
Edie... ... .. ... 
Collected by Mi"" Sheen ..• 

Per 'Mrs. J. A. BJJurgeon :-
Mr. W. Appleton ... 6 0 0 
Mn. Meredith O 10 0 
Mr. B. A. Read 1 0 0 
lllrs. Relld, sen. 0 10 0 
Mr. H. V. Darrow... 3 3 0 
lllr. J. T. Daintree... O 2 0 
Mrs. Elgee ... O 10 e 
Collected by Miss Foay 

£ •· d, 
2 0 O 
I l O 
I O J 
0 10 O 
0 1 O 

0 6 O 
0 2 6 
0 13 O 
0 6 0 
0 2 O 
0 10 0 
o u a 
I O O 
0 2 11 
0 6 0 
0 l 0 
0 10 O 
1 1 0 
0 6 O 
0 6 0 
0 2 O 
0 6 O 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
1 6 0 
0 5 O 
1 1 0 

25 0 0 
0 6 6 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 ll 6 
O 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
o 2 e 
o 2 e 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
0 2 6 

10 10 0 

0 11 6 
0 2 6 
) 3 6 
0 7 8 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
O 10 6 
0 3 0 

_ 0 3 0 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
o e o 

10 16 0 
0 2 10 
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Fa.•tor and deaoons, BboredJtch Taber• 
nacle 

Miss Be.rker. .. , .. 
1\lr. E. l'err1 mo.n ... 
Rev. f. M. Rowden 
Jlev. W. Priest Peck 
Jllr. ,fomesCBJDpbell 
]l[rs. Shaw ... ... ... ... ... 
Pastor J. Bmitb (in memory of dear 

Howard) ... ... ... ... 
Collected by Miss 0. Cobley 
llliBs E. M. Scott ... .. . 

m~ !: ~v!~ker ... .. . 
•Collected by M.-a. Halsey 
l\li~ Ware ... ... . .. 
Miss M. B. Rol•ston 
Rev. 0. Heywood ... 
Mr. B. Whitworth 
]l[r. G. Wood .. . 
Mrs. C. W. Owen ... . .. 
Collected by Mias E. W1>rrall 
Mr. and Mrs. T. G. A. ... ... . .. 
Free Cbnrch Sabbath School, Lockerbie, 

per Mr. E. MoffR.t 
Mr. I. McPherson... .. . 
~liss B. E. Knight ... .. . 
Collected by Mr•. Sidery .. . 
Mrs. G. J. Otter 
K. c.... . .. 
]l[r. W. Newton 
Mrs. E. Hall ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. W. Penning .. . 
Collected by Miss Manning .. . 
Collected by Mrs. A. E. Gregory 
Collected by Mrs. Hellier 
Collected by Miss R. Platt 
Stamps, London, S.W. 
Mrs. A. Payne 
Miss C. Barrett 
8. B.S. 
:MissG. C. Mathew ... 
Mrs. S. A. Webb ... 
Mr. H.J. Astell .. . 
Mr. J. Walker ... ... ... -• 
OrpI,anage box at Tabernacle gates ... 
Sunday dinner• table box, Mr. ll.. 

Giles 
Mrs.Clews... .. . 
J. F., High Cro99 .. . 
Mr. Jas. Wilson .. . 
Miss <i. Gunner 
Mrs. M. A. Eaton ... . .. 
Mrs. H. A. Southernwood 
Mrs. T. Hammond 
Mr, ,v. A. Nathan 
Mr, H.Bell ... ... ... 
•Collected by Mrs. Kington 
Mr. J119. Henderson ... ... . .. 
Hillhead Haptist Chapel, Glasgow, per 

Mr. J. Hamilton ... ... ... 
lllr. J. Good.man ... 
J. C., Delfast 
Mrs. Revell .. . ... . . . ... .. 
l\lr. and Mrs. Jonas Smith, per F.R.T. 
Collected by lib,,. Elliott 
u ll~esie '' ... . .. 
llfr. G. R. AdllDls ... 
Mr. Septimus Holttum 
Mr. Wm. Phillips ... 
Mr. C. F. Pfeil .. ... . .. 
Mrs. Uridge... .. ... ... 

Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:-
B. N., New Wand.worth... 8 0 0 
ltotheSlly ... ... 0 10 0 
llfodame Van Oogh 1 0 0 
Mrs. John Pearson II O O 

£ e. d. 

2 0 0 
1 0 0 
I O 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
2 0 0 
U 5 0 

o· 4 o 
0 3 U 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
l O 0 
1 2 6 
0 ~ 6 
1 0 U 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 8 4 
o O 0 

0 12 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 o 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
Q 18 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 13 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 7 8 

0 18 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 ll 
0 6 0 
0 5 U 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 2 
0 6 0 

1 0 0 
4 4 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 Ii 

21 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
Q 10 0 

6 10 0 
:S~ndwich, per Danker• ••• ... ... l 1 0 
lHalf-year'a inter ... t on £6,00J Deben-

ture Bonds, Cory Bros. & Co,, Ltd ... lllO 16 8 

Collected by Mi!'■ A. Hann~r 
MrB. YateR •.• 
Mi•• E. Rade ... __ _ 
Postal order, Pangboume 
Mra. Heifer... . . . . . . . .. 
Collected by Mr. J. C. Toovey ... 
Mi•• H. D. Lewi• ... . . . .. 
Mr. Thomas H. Howell, ,J.P .... 
Collected by Mr11. Stevo.::ns'.)n 
Mr. J. Wilson ... ... ... ... 
Mra. B. Porter, f!.nea for ,pots on table-

£ •· d. 
1 3 I) 
(J FJ 13 
() 1() 'J 

0 5 O 
I 1 0 
0 10 () 
I D o 
2 2 D 
0 5 0 
0 10 6 

cloths ... ... 0 10 ~ 
lltr. Wm. Smith ... O 10 0 
Mrs. ~lalin ... ... ... ... 1 lO 0 
Collected by Pastor Wm. ,iullivan O , O 
Mrs. G. Colyer ... fJ 10 O 
Mr. J. Short. junr. 1 ,, o 
Mra. G. J. Whittack Rabbits 1,, 10 o 
Mn,. J. Le Feuvre... u 10 O 
Mr. Geo. F. Dean ... 5 5 o 
D. D. B., Perth ... ... -• l'l 0 o 
Kegent Baptist Chapel, Lambeth, per 

Mr. H. G. Osborne .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Clubb .. . 
Collected by Mrs. D. Burgess 
Mrs. C. Stopford ... 
Miss E. J. Thompson 
Miss M. E. Cousin ... 
Miss E. Jlljlroy 
llliss Maxwell ... 
C. C., Richmond -· ••• . .. 
y.....,,_ W. C. Jarvis and Sons ... 
Mrs. M.A. Barnwell 
Mr. 0. Barfoot ... _ 
Collected by Mrs. E. R. Tiddy ... . .. 
West Brompton Railway :}lisaion Sun-

day School, per Mr. J. W. Gooding ... 
Jlljd-Annandale ... 
Mr. Alfred Fenninga 
A. A. J. ... 
Mr. J. Bryan ... ·- ... 
"In memoriam,'' Alice Churcher 
Miss Sadler ... ... ... 
Rev. A. J. Poynder, M.A. ... . .. 
Esecutors of the late Mr. Josiah 

0 10 0 
I 4 7 
1 0 0 
3 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
1 I 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 0 
1 13 6 

1 1 0 
1 0 Q 

100 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 JO ti 
0 JO C 
0 10 0 

Taylor ... ... 500 0 0 
Meetings by Mr. Clw.rl,su;,ortli a•d &A, 

Orphaoag• Choir:-
Young Men's Bible-class, Bromley, 

per Mr. F. W. N. Lloyd ... ... 9 1.2 0 
Arthur Street Baptist CbapeL King's 

Cross Road, per Pastor J. Lo~e ... 1 0 O 
Beceitled at Annual Fc-stival. Jurd!. 17t.h. 

Cn/l,aing Ba:us:
Anderson, Maater E. 
Allen, Miss ... 
Appleton, Miss .. . 
Atkinson, Mr,,. S ... . 
Ash, Mrs . ... 
Barrow. Mrs. 
Bray, Mrs. ... .. ... 
Blake, Misses L. o.nd E. .. 
Bailey, Miss ... 
BarutLI-d, Mrs. . .. 
Barrett, llliss G. E. 
DaJ.1 1 Miss .. . 
Black, Miss .. . 
llanks, Miss E. 
Jlaskett. Miss N. .. 
Butlett, Miss N. 
llMnden, Mn.. . .. 
llates, Mrs. F. l[. ... 
B&tohelor, M,.. R. 
Brazier, Yn. 
Branch, :Ure. . .. 
Bennett, Mrt!. R. ... 
llennett. llr. F. 
Bevan, Mra. A. . .. 
Dellefontidne, Misa V. . .. 
Bellefontaine, Master W. 
Drewer, Miaaes A. o.nd L. 

0 S 5 
2 3 0 
1 IS 4 
0 5 L\ 
0 4 0 
0 14 6 
0 1 4 
0 9 9 
0 11 3 
0 10 4 
() 'j 0 
0 ·) S 
0 4 3 
0 10 0 
0 rl ::, 
O S 0 
0 11 , 
0 4 6 
() 2 
1 UI 

1 
s 

0 5 S 
o -1, r 
0 1 6 
0 2 0 
0 S 7 
0 S S 
0 H 7 
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Best. :l[r,,. . .. 
Dt>th,-in. )[~. ... 
BI•ur1in~hA.m1 Miss 
li<•nnington, :Miss ... 
Be~lt>. Mis!'- ... . .. 
1IJ.i8"h. Mr. F. G. .. 
Rric-e. M~~t('r .\.. . .. 
Br,,,.mtlold. MR8ter 
&1w1:"rm::t.n, ~liss A. 
Boree. ~Ii"" G. 
Bown, llr ... . 
Bom,, Mrs ... , 
Butler, Mrs. 
l<u=ell. ~liss 
Burge~, Miss .!... 
But.c.ber, ll1:ss 
ButTOws, Mr. B. 
Uutt. Miss 
Butt. Miss D. . .. 
Burbnd.-,, Miss Ji:. 
Burn. Mi-.:--. 
Bult. Miss D 
Bti~;., ~Iiss E. 
Bullmll.D, Mr. ... . .. 
Brorrn. Mr. and Mrs. T .... 
Crariord, Yiss E .... 
Oook, Mrs. J. 
Cha...se. ~lrs. ... ... . .. 
Cbapm&n, Master C. W .... 
Chapman, ltiss H. E. 
Ca.ne. Miss .. . 
Clarke, Miss .. . 
Call, Mrs. .. . 
Clay. ltrs. ... . .. 
Chamberlain, :ltaster J .... 
Cooke, lirs. ... 
Cook, Mi..ss.ll. A.. 
Co:lier, lliss D. 
Collier, Mrs .... 
Cooper.Miss B. 
Cooper, llr. J. . .. 
Cooper'• St.ores, Limited. .. 
Comish,lliss 
Cowd:, MissF. 
Carry. Mi3o .. . 
Col.J.m.;;, Mr ... . 
Conway. llliss 
Clo..-.Yiss 
Coutts. Miss L 
Crnw, l1iss L. 
Ca.!..i.er, MwP. 
Church, lli. F. 
Colley, Mr.A. 
Da.ne:S,Mre. 
Danco. :'.Ir. 
Danr, :Mr . .!I. H. 
Da.rch. litss
D<le . .\lrs. 
D.venport, Yrs. 
lJeani-. .M.i .. s ll. ... . .. 
Dolin'•• Mrs. (Bible Class) 
DolJson.Mi..sL. 
Dury, lire. 
Dur..-in, Mn. 
Dunnett,Miss 
[iunn, Mre. J. T .... 
.E'i&O~, M.r. D. J~ 
Ewd.and, Miss 
"'~l:i.WD, l:1itia. 
E1qley. lir . .E. 
E.lis. llr. . .. 
.t:l<iridge, Master E. 
Elliott, l!W ... 
:Fra •k• . .Mr<. 
1''a.1rbai.rn, ,.\lrs. 
Fletcher, .\f iiso G. 
.Fdluw•. Mr•. 
Fryer, Mr. H.J. 
F~i:tt:r, Mr. 
Fri-1,y. M&it.er 
Fitch, llil:o . ... 

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE, 

£ •· d. 
0 16 7 
4 6 4 
0 1 7 
0 11 0 
0 4 1 
,, S 9 
0 7 6 
4 0 6 
0 8 S 
0 3 2 
0 16 10 
0 16 2 
0 13 3 
1 15 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 6 
0 1 6 
0 6 7 
0 S 6 
0 l 0 
0 2 ~ 
0 2 5 
0 3 0 
0 15 0 
0 H 6 
0 5 6 
3 9 3 
0 3 3 
0 5 9 
1 0 0 
0 3 6 
0 13 0 
0 2 ll 
0 3 7 
0 16 6 
0 3 9 
0 O 8 
0 4 2 
0 l 9 
o l 11 
0 16 " 
0 6 11 
0 2 8 
0 7 11 
0 U 11 
0 o 1 
0 1 6 
0 lS 3 
1 17 7 
o a -i 
0 3 4 
0 2 1 
0 7 0 
0 5 3 
0 8 9 
0 9 l 
0 4 11 
0 5 5 
0 9 1 
0 l 1 
0 13 5 
0 3 3 
0 U 7 
0 1/J 5 
0.10 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 l 
0 2 11 
0 6 
1 O 5 
O 3 II 
0 1 7 
0 i 10 
0 2 8 
0 7 3 
o a o 
0 l<J 10 
0 11 6 
1 ~ 4 
0 1~ 4 
0 8 0 

Fitness, 1\liss Y, 
Fosdick, M,-.. 

:~:~ait1:.\r;;;. 
Foi-wR.rd, Miss G. 
Furloni,, Mrs. 
Furlong, ?.Iastor 
Fuller, Miss K. 
Fuller, Miss 
Fuller, Mi&!M, 
Gater, Mrs ... , 
Garrett, l\Irs. 
Grant, Mrs .... 
Grant, Miss ... 
Ga,-Jand, llrr•. 
Green, Mis<i J. 
Green, Miss ... 
Green, Miss D. 
Grimes, Mrs. 
uoode, Mrs, .. . 
Grove, Master W . . .. 
<rood • Miss 
Gosli~. .. . 
Goslin, lllr. P. II. .. . 
Goslin MissA. 
Godbold, Miss .••· 
Grose, l\In.ster A .... , 
Gubbins, Mr. IS.J,. .. 
Godfrey, Miss 
Harvie, Miss G. 
Hall, Master A. . ... 
Harding, Miss B. . .. 
Ha.selden, Master E. 
Hayter, Miss 
Harris, Miss 
Harris, Miss W. 
Harris, M.iss . ... 
Hayward, Miss ... 
Harriugton, Mrs ... . 
Hellier, Mr.. . .. . 
Hennings, lliss .. . 
Holland, Master J. 
Holbrook, Miss . 
Howton, .Misa 
Hoddston, Miss 
Horwood, .Mr. 
Horrrood, Mrs. 
Holmes, .Hrs. 
Howells, Miss .. . 
Hutchi=on. Miss ... . 
Hunt, Mis.• B. A. 
Hull, Mw .... 
Hughes, Miss S. 
Huitt, Mn! .. .. 
Hu,tt, Miss .. . 
Hu,tt, Master ... 
Howard, Master W. 
Harrald, Mis• . . . . . .. . 
Harrald, Miss F. M. . .. 
Harrald; Master E. \V. II. 
Iles, Miss C .... 
Ingrem, Pastor C., pe1· 
Jo.mes, Mro.... .. 
Jackson, Mastel' V. 
Jarvis, Mise ... 
,Teckew, Miss 
Jewhurot, Mi•• 
Jenkin. !llr. F. 
Johnston, lli•• N .... 
Johlll'on, Mr. E. ),'. 
Johnson, M1 st!. A. 
Johnson, 111;.s 8 •. J. 
J ohilllon, l!aster E .. 
Jones, Mi"" B. E .... 
Joneo, Mid• M. . .. 
Jones, M1ris .. . 
Jones, H•a ... ,. 
Jago, Mro ... . 
Jollf~", Jdr14, J J .... 
Keyl,ick, Mioo ... 
Kerridge, lllio11 111 .... 

£ •· d. 
0 1 4 
o rn a 
0 ~ 10 
0 6 11 
0 3 o, 
0 3 11 
U 3 11 
0 2 3. 
0 11 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 O 
0 6 6 
0 8 8-
1 0 l 
1 2 6 
0 2 11 
0 3 2 
0 4 4 
0 4 3-
0 10 3 
0 1 6 
0 2 2 
0 4 9-
0 6 8 
0 9 1 
1 6 11 
0 6 1 
1 7 1 
U 16 0 
0 6 8 
0 1 4 
0 2 2. 
0 2 11 
0 16 8 
0 6 0 
OH ti 
0 8 7 
1 2 11 
0 1 6 
1 0 2 
0 2 6, 
0 6 9 
0 1 11 
0 2 4 
0 3 7 
0 7 7 
0 18 9 
0 7 4 
0 14 2 
0 4 1 
0 4 9 
0 6 6 
0 13 10 
0 4 2 
0 4 0 
0 4 10 
0 4 7 
1 18 0 
l 10 0 
0 17 6 
0 6 10 
0 16 9 
0 4 3 
0 1 1 
0 10 1 
0 1 0 
0 6 11 
0 16 7 
0 10 0 
0 4 1 
U 12 7 
0 8 II 
0 ~ 6 
2 1 6 
0 1 11 
0 2 5 
0 2 3 
1 2 ,, 
0 13 0 
0 6 lJ. 
2 0 6, 



1{.nowl..m.nn, Mr,, n.ncl Miea 
WIDl!'llW ,,, ... , .. 

J{iteon, Miss 
}tlrb7, Mn,. .. ... 
1,a,r)unall., Mies D, .. 
1,&rwill Mro. 
r,amb, b .... 
1,egg, Mias KA .... 
Lo t1olgneur, Mra, ... 
Lee J\Ire. ·- ... LiD~,;;;;;Master W. 
Lyo-;;;-f.iimi ... . .. 
Low, Mre. E. 
1,owe, Mast.er F. 
Lott, Miee ... 
Luokhurst. Mn. 
May, Moster E. 
:MoCrombie, Mr. 
Mackenzie, Mrs. 
)I srsball, Mrs. 
:Marahall, Miss 
Ma.son, Mrs. 
!Ja.cider, Mrs. 
;.!sndrell, Mr. 
Me,sent, Master 
ll[ills, Mrs. ... 
Middleton, Mrs. 
Morgan, Miss P. 
Moore, Mrs .... 
Monio, Miss A. 
Mnody, Mrs. 
Ne-.vto~, Mr. 
Newen, Miss 
Newbery, Mrs. 
Norman, Mrs. L. 
Oakes, Mrs .... 
Q:,:cnford, Mrs. 
Old"1', Mr. ... .. . 
Osborn, Mr. D. E. .. . 
Ortoo, Miss... . .. 
P~r.llhunt, Mrs. . .. 
Pankhnrot, Miss G, 
Palmer, Mrs. 
Pnlmer, Miss ... .. . 
Pavey, Miss... .., .. . 
Pawsey, lllis.'les A. e.nd D. 
Parker, lllaBtOl' •. ... . .. 
Parker, Mrs. J. B.... . .. 
Pearce, Mi,,ses C. e.nd P .. .. 
POILl'Ce, Misses J. and L .. .. 
Pee.roe, Mrs. 
Pearson, ~ 
Prebble, Mr. W. 
Peck, Mrs. ; .. . 
Pegg, Mr. ... . 
Pinnegar, Mrs. 
Potter, Miss J. 
Polley, Miss ... 
Podmore, Mrs. 
Poyntor, Miss E. 
Pitt, Mrs .... 
Prizema.n, Mias ... 
Plummer, lllisa N .... 
Peck, Miss ... 
Prioe, M.iss E. 
Robson, Master ... ... 
Rumsey, P&Stor G. Hunt 
llnndnll, Miss F. .. . 
Riddiogton, lilies .. . 
Roll', Mi.a ... ... ... 
Robert Street Sundny-

scbool, per ll!J.-. Everett ... 
Roberta, Mrs. ... 
Roberts, MMter A. 
Rouud, Mil!S ... 
Ru,.cll, Mrs. 
Su.int, M1·s . ... 
Sn.mpson, Miss 
Shule, Misa ... 
Htn.iucs, Mrs. 
t!t11plcton, Mra. 

STUOKWELL ORl'llANAGB, 

£ •· d. 

0 8 6 
0 7 11 
0 4 11 
0 8 7 
0 18 7 
0 8 6 
0 8 9 
0 17 9 
o 1 a 
,0 1 ll 
0 1 0 
0 6 1 
0 2 9 
0 12 0 
0 8 7 
0 9 3 
0 7 10 
0 4 9 
0 6 10 
0 9 4 
0 6 9 
0 2 8 
0 19 7 
0 8 9 
0 6 8 
0 2 8 
0 2 8 
0 3 6 
0 7 0 
1 17 6 
0 2 6 
0 17 6 
0 4 2 
0 4 4 

.. 0 3 4 
0 16 10 
0 15 1 
0 2 7 
0 13 S 
0 10 0 
0 4 10 
0 6 0 
0 2 11 
0 19 0 
0 9 10 
0 1 9 
2 16 S 
0 14 1 
1 2 6 ·o s , 
0 2 7 
2 11 6 
0 3 1 
0 10 6 
0 10 10 
0 5 6 
0 3 4 
0 !l 0 
0 4 8 
0 4 1 
0 11 1 
0 6 2 
0 1 6 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 
0 8 4 
0 7 0 
0 18 9 
0 6 6 

0 16 9 
0 2 9 
0 1 8 
0 9 2 
0 2 1 
0 4 1 
0 8 8 
0 19 1 
0 6 II 
0 8 J 

Rwan, Mrs. 
Bwain, MiM ... 
Seaton, Mlaa 
llbea,d, ~- L. 
Shears, Mr1. ... 
BhenU.,n, Mre. . .. 
Shepherd, Huter J. C. 
Swee, MUfflO. . .. 

~~~~~~.K.'" 
Speller, Mr, R. 
Speh, M.iso ... 
Smith,Ma.oterT. 
Smith, Mias 
Sm.ith, Mra. ... 
Smith,M&... . .. 
Simkins, Mrs. B. B. 
Spiller, Mn,, 
Boar, Mrs. ... ... . .. 
Stockbridge, Misses G. & O. 
Sullivan, Mrs. ... . .. 
Stinson, Misa ... _ 
Spooner1_~. G. .. . 
Taylor, JW88 S. J . . .. 
Tregear,M.iaa .. . 
Tomkins, Miss H. -• 
Thoma.a, lliM E. -... . .. 
Thompson, Master O. H. 
Trowell, Mrs. 
Tncker, Mrs. _ 
Tinner, Miss M. . .. 
Tudor, lli.ss... ... 
Trueman. Master H. ... 
Townsend Street Sunday-

school, per Mr. J. Witton 
Underwood, ll1i.ss ... 
Vears, Mrs .... 
Vincent, Mrs. . .. 
Wadland, Mias L. .. . 
Wa.gstaff, Mies E .. .. 
Wait,,, Mrs .... 
Walto:,, Mrs. 
Walker, Mrs. -• ... 
Watts, Misses E. e.nd A .... 
Watling, Mrs. . .. 
Waterman, Miss ... 
We.rme.n, Master J. 
Wawnaley, Mrs. 
Weeks,Mma 
weeks, lllaster 
Welford, Mrs. 
Wheeler, Mrs. ... 
Wickham, llliss M. 
WiJfen, Mrs. 
Williams, Miss N. 
Williams, The Misses 
Willillms, Mrs. -• 
Willoughby, Miss ... 
Windsor, Mrs. .., 
Winters, :Miss ... 
Wiseman, Miss H. 
Whitehead, Master A. 
Wright, Mrs. . .. 
Woollacott, Miss ... 
Young, Mrs. 
Young, Master . .. . .. 
Sums under a shilling ... 
Two.boxesundecipheni.ble, 

and a.mount received in 
addition to the above ... 

Gollectiny Books:-
Alderton, Miss .. . 
Allum, Mrs.... .. . 
Dumsted, Me-... D. n:id 

Co., per 111.i.."8 K. E. 
Dus-well .•. .. . 

Brown, Mise J. H ... . 
Brooghtou, Mrs . . .. 
Barrett, Kr. H. 
Cookahaw, Miss 

•.181 

I, •· d. £ •• d. 
0 5 3 
1 I 6 
I/ 1 7 
0 7 5 
o 6 a 
I) 1 10 
Q 1r; 0 
0 t; 0 
0 1 1 
0 2 6 
0 8 6 
I 11 10 
0 4 2 
0 1 8 
0 4 11 
0 3 8 
1 6 4 
0 6 3 
1 16 1 
0 16 9 
0 7 2 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
0 12 2 
0 15 11 
0 1 11 
0 1 11 
0 2 10 
0 3 11 
0 10 0 
0 6 3 
1 1 1 
0 3 10 

3 12 3 
0 10 0 
0 12 7 
0 1·6 
0 13 4 
0 4 8 
0 5 9 
0 U 6 
O 8 ll 
0 2 8 
1 13 1 
1 tl 9 
0 1 1 
0 7 8 
0 6 0 
0 1 5 
0 6 5 
0 2 1 
0 S 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 2 
0 5 7 
o a 11 
0 6 0 
0 6 7 
0 1 4 
0 7 7 
0 3 6 
0 6 0 
l 12 6 
0 3 0 
0 1 9 
0 10 0 

S 6 2 
--168 7 8 

0 11 8 
1 0 0 

1 1 0 
1 4 S 
0 S 0 
S r, 0 
0 15 0 

32 
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C'ock•baw, Mi"". J .... 
Caw,ton, Aliss K, ... 
Ora wf ord, Mrs. 
Colema.n, Mn,. 
Diebon,MialiA .. .. 
~ ..... lllr.W-.J .. .. 
lherett, Miss A. E. 
hrm.er, llCla, E. J. .. . 
Ford. M- S. M. and E. 
Godbold, Mn. 
Gentry, Mr., 
Goo!" . lln,. 
Oood".'Tu: ... 
Haddock, Krs. 
Howes, Mr. C. 
Hinton, Mn. 

£ •· d. 
l I 0 
l 10 0 
l 12 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 11 
4 0 0 
4 H 6 
0 14 4 
0 16 9 
I O 0 
0 17 6 
0 7 6 
0 4 2 
l 8 9 
0 9 0 
2 0 0 

In memo:, of Mrs. ii. 
Wilmot ... l 11 l 

Jephs, Miss... 0 7 0 
Mott, Mrs. ... 2 JO O 
Miller, Mia! R. I 7 6 
Noble, Mrs._ ... 0 6 O 
N&1>Ce,Mas,erJ, - 0 4 6 
Tumey, Mn,, ·- 0 lt 0 
Sartwell, Miss H. B. 0 7 6 
Smith, MIBsJ. ... 1 10 O 
Baanclen, M.r. E. W. 6 10 o 
Wilson, :afim ... ... 0 10 6 

Collected by Miss L. Staveley :
ll,lz, J. F. Tvan _ 0 f O, 
llr. F.dgingion o 10 o 
llil:ni. Gardiner O 2 6 
lliw,, Gardiner o 2 6 
:Mllla Bellars O 2 6 
llil:ni. Hewett O 2 0 
Jilr. Frederick 

Oardiner... ·-
llr. A.. W. Staveley 
lllUos&aveley ... 
Jilr. Alfred Sontb-

O JO 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 

wel.l ...... 050 
Past.arJ. W. Camp-

bell ... . .. 
Mn!. Bonlt.on ... 
lllr. John Cockett ... 

Dona1,ion,,:-

0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 

Bir A. Seale HaBJam ... 
J. Compton. Rickett, Esq., 

K.P. ... ... ... 
Allen, Mn. -
Avery, Mr. E. 
Andrews, Miss Eva ~ 

llast.erFrank 
Axeher, M isl! ... 
llnckmaster, Mrs. T. 
Bibby, Miss 
Bayes, Mr: C. an."• "'
Balcomb, Mrs. " .....,,. 

Tully •.. 
Bowers, Mrs. 
Cooper, Mr. . .. 
Colliil, Mr. and Mn,. ... 
Cull.i.ngham. Mr. a.ad Mrs. 
Doggett, Mr. T. W. 
Ellwood, Mrs. 

3 10 0 

60 0 0 

50 0 0 
0 6 0 

• I O 0 

0 JO 0 
0 5 0 

·1 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 

0 6 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
I O 0 
1 10 0 
8 0 0 
6 0 0 

£ •· d. 

50 1 7 

£ •· d, 
Per Mr. Elvin : -

Ander,ou,Mr.J.G.B. 1 l 0 
Anderson,Mr. K. ll. 1 1 0 
Elvin, Mr. D1wid ... 1 1 0 
Elvin, Mn,. David 1 1 o 
1-lie, Mr. l O 0 
Slader, Ml', O ~ 6 

Everett, Mra., &nd Son 
Fri,by, Mr. E. ... 
FelloWl!, Mrs. 
Fu.hert Mr. G. 
Fon;ytn, Mrs. 
For,,dike, Mrs, 
Felton, M.-. 
Fern, Mr. C. H, 
Hall, Mr.J ... . 
Hoare, Mr ... . 
Hudson, Mrs, ... 
H!LZell, Mr. George 
Johnson, Mrs. E, ... 
Jones, Miss .M. 
Kewcr,lfisa 
Kewer, Misl! M. ... 
Knight, Mrs, J.E. 
Layzell, Mrs. ••• ... 
Limebeer's, Mias (echol&rs) 
Legg, Miss K. A. ... . .. 
Laver, Mrs.... .. . 

Per Mn!. Mott:-
Mrs. Davies ... 1 o O 
Mias Miller . .. ... 1 o O 
Miss C. Miller ... O 10 O 

McCaig, Dr, .. . 
Newbery, Misa A . . .. 
Olney, Mr. W. . .. 
Olney, Mr. T, H .... 
Powell,Mias ... 
Pearce, Mr. Edward 
P&rry, Mrs .... 
B.&ybonld, M:rs. 
Smith, Mr. J. T. 
Spelman., Mrs. 
Stewait, Mrs. .. . .. . 
Sawyer, Mr., per Pa.ator 

Thoa. Spurgeon. ... . .. 
Tnrley, Mr. Jaa. 
Woodcock, Mrs. 
Witte, Mrs. De 
Wright,Mrs. 
Weeks, Mrs. ... 
W&yre, Messrs. W., and 

Son... ... . .. 
Williama, Mr. Henry 
w ....... 
E. &nd M, A. W. 
C.F. 
H.K ....... 
A. an.d E. . .. 

£ •· d. £ e. d. 

6 6 6 
0 II o 
2 2 0 
0 1 0 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 7 0 
0 10 0 
0 11 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 Ii 0 
0 2 8 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 

·2 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 12 0 

-2 2 0 
20 0 0 
0 2 6 
6 0 0 
1 O 0 
1 1 0 
6 6 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 

1 1 0 
110 0 
2 2 0 
0 I 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 

S 3 0 
1 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

--19916 0 
Ladies' Stall (Needlework and Bale• 

room gooda) ... ... ... 37 11 9 
Book Stall (profit on aalea), per Measrs. 

P.e.ndA .... 1 8 

£1,643 15 6 

Li8t of p,..,.nt, from Jr,ne 15th w July 14th, 1897,-PROVTBIONA :-1 New Zcal&nd Sheep, Bir A, 
Beale Ha.o!am; 74/J Eggs, Mr. W. Paxman; 10 cw~. Jam and M&nnala.de! Mr, G. H. De&n i 
31 qw.rt.em.o bread, Mr. Law; 30 qoartenu, Bread, Mr. A. F. Bnrr/· 224 Iba. Rice, Mr, J. L. Potier; 
28 Jlri!. Ha.king Powder, Maiors. Freeman and Hildy&rd; 26 Iba. Bee , Mr. T. Round. 

Bon' CwTHIJ<G ;-9 Artic1eB, The I£dies' Working Meeting, Metropolito.n Tabern.a.cle, per 
Miaelii . 

GrnLs~LOTBrNo :-6 .A.rticleB, M:rs. Brigg•; 19 Articles, Mra. llfnak ; 1 pe.ir Bhoee, A friend i 
&5 Articles, La.dies' Wwlring Meeting, Fleet Baptist Church, per Mra, Aylett; 43 Garment.., Tllo 
C'heam Baptist Working Society, per Mra. E. Cox; 44 Article•, The Le.die•' ·working Meeting, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Mi1,s lligg8; 21 Garments (for No. I Houac), llfisa,Knox; 8 Garments, 
Mrs. li. Oakley. 

Ge,;r.nAr. :-100 Kneeler•, Mesara. Te.rn. and Co.; l piece Flannelette, Mrs. E. Upton.; 2 pa.In Boob, 
3 Doll.o, Cardi<, and Scraps, Mra. n. Allen; 12 Fancy Article,,, Mias Torner. 
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~olportage i~rnociation. 
8tatt111ent of Reoeipla from Jw,,, 15th to July 11th, 1897, 

S"b.,c,-iption8 anti Dmaatiunafor Dialricia: -

Ore1Lt Tothnm, per PW!tor H. J. 
Htuvey ... ... ... . .. 

Orpington, per Mr. W. Vinson 
Eveoh~m. per Mr. W. Aahley ... 
Melksham, p~r 111:rs. Il8"!er Keevil 
Harrow, per Mr. 8. H. llnrwood 
Jronbridge, per 111:rs. G. Maw ... .., 
Catford 11,Dd Forest Hill, per Mr. J. G. 

Priestley . . . . . .. . . . .-.. • .. 

¥.!{1
:!b!1.';~ri:!ei::t;//~.wBrett :: : 

Home Counties l3,iptist Aseociation, 
per P&Btor E. H. Brown 

Corton, per Mr. T. Harris .. 
Fritham, per Mr, R. W. Griffiths 

£ s. d. 

10 0 O 
10 0 0 
8 15 O 

11 6 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 

6 0 0 
22 10 0 

2 10 0 

20 0 0 
11 5 0 
11 6 0 

£132 10 0 

Subacriptions and Donaeions lo the 
fkn,ral Pr,n,J:-

P...tor J. H. Hllt"l'ey 
Mrs. Garard .. . --

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 6 I 

Mi.., Van Notten Pole 
MiBS Hegarty 
Scotch note .. , 
:Mr. L Eakin ... ... .. . 
A friend, per Dr. J. Spurgeon .. . 
M.C._ ......... ,,, 
H.B ............ . 
Mr. E. Prieatley's Shop Fond 
Mn,, Elgee . .. .. . ... 
MissHalls ... . .. 

:: ~I~~,;;.. ::: 
Mn,, Jamee Yoong 
Mnt. Ellison ... 
F. C. W. ... ... -• ... -• 
Mr. F. W. N. Lloyd, per Mrs. 0. H. 

Spurgeon .. . ... .. -• ... 
Dr. A. T. Pierson .. . 
Mrs. Rayboold 

£ ,. ~
() JU 0 
0 ,5 0 
1 fJ 0 
1 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 3 0 
0 8 O 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 8 
0 2 6 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

£24 2 6 

~ns. Jpurgttm'~ Jund jor ®tntral 'utst in tltt 
::)ord'~ ~nrlt. 

Statement of Reuipts from June 16th to July 16th, 1897. 

Mrs. Bilham 
F.C.W .. .. 
11 Phebe'' .. . 
Mr•. Da,vis ... ... 
Mrs. Robert Wilson 

FOT tranalalioru of s'1'ffl01IS :
MiBS Bpliedt 

~eulnh 

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 

2 10 0 

E. T. (for Kafllr sermons) ... ... 
Mr. F. W.N. Lloyd (forKa.f!i.r sermons) 
Mie8 Barham ••• ... _ ... 
A.B.T. 

£ e. d. 
0 5 0 
5 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 T 6 

£12 0 0 

~ahill-on- jra. 
Statement of Receipts from June 15th to J1ily 16th, 1897. 

Amount previouely e.cknowledged 
11 An old friend'' .. . 
11 In memoriam,, .. . 
Mrs. Rides ... .. . 
Mr. James Wilson 
E.A.D. 
E.H.T. ... .. ... 
"My feather-.l friends'' ... 
"An echo from the Work-room 

Mro, C. ll. Spurgeon " 
"Wild Rose'' ... . .. 
George .. . 
Misa Nice .. . 
Mi88 Roff ... ... 
Mr. nnd Mrs. Tebby 
Two friends... . .. 
Amy... ... 
J.E. Gifford ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
lllr. John Ham 
Mrs. Jonee ... 
Mr. Thos. IIobba ... 

£ s. d. 
... 1,320 14, 6 

30 0 0 
6 0 0 

• l O 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 
o 6 0 

0
, 6 6 o 

6 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 O 
1 0 0 
0 7 0 
0 6 O 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
l O 0 

Oontrib11tions at .stone-laying, Julg 7 :-

Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon 
A ............... . 

£ s. d. 
... 20000 
... lUO O 0 

Per Pastor Thomas Spnrgeon :
Mr. T. H. Olney ... ... 50 0 0 
Pastors C. l\ud T. Spurgeon 15 O 0 
Mr. E. Frisby ... ... 5 O o 
Mr. W. Olney ... 2 10 o 
Mrs. W. P. Olney - 2 10 O 
Mr. James Hall ... 2 2 0 
lllr. F. Thompson... 1 1 o 
Mr. J. Cook... ... ... 1 0 0 
Recai\'ed at Taberna.cle prayer-

meeting ... O 17 6 
Two bricks . .. o 5 o 

Mr.W.Higgs ........ . 
MeBBre. P4S8Dlore and Alabl\.stor 
Metropolitan Tabernacle scut~tewl\l'di 
lllr. 11. ~Cansell ... . .. 
Pastor 11,Dd Mrs. J. 8. Ilookey, a 

th&nk-oJfering for 60 yel\l'B' meroies 

so 5 6 
25 0 0 
20 0 0 

5 6 0 
1 0 0 

6J O 0 



484 BEULAH BAPTIST CHAPEL, BBXDILL-ON-SBA, 

t 11. d. £ 11. d. t. .. d. 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 I 6 
0 I 8 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 !!I 0 
6 0 0 
0 4 O 
0 9 G 
1 1 O 
0 10 o 
0 II 0 
0 2 6 

Per Pft·t.nr ,T. 8. Dockcy :-. 
Mni. Au:--tin 
Mill'!, B:1rmw ... 
!ltr. Rnd Mrs. W..de 
Mr. R Wit.t 
Mr. Do~et... ... .. . 
Tbn.-e Brentford f'rienda .. . 
Mr. -.nd Mrs. HollRnd .. , 
Mr . ...,,d 1\ln,. Edm11nd,, ... 
l\(r. ,md l{n.. G. Simmom 
~lr. R. Sornrell 
Mr. HRrt ... 
lln;, Pittard 

.T. W. H. ... ... . .. 
Lily. May. and Ernie .. . 

8 S 0 
6 ~ 0 
S S 0 
I O O 
0 10 0 
0 'i 8 
0 10 0 
1 l 0 

10 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 d 0 
0 6 0 

26 11 $ 
10 0 0 
1 10 0 
0 10 0 Mi~ SmaJlri~ _ .. . 

Mr. and Mn. \,;. ThomM ... 
C'-0unteooi de la ·w,.,,-, per lllr. c: 26 0 0 

Tbomaa ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Barrett 
Mrs. Phillips 
Miss Millll _ ... _ 
Mr. and Miao Spreadbary 
Mrs. Sba,r ... - ... 
From America 
From Brentford ... 
•· For Chn..q',; sake"' 
lllr. Wilson .. . _ 
lllr. and Mrs. Piper 
Friend at Tabernacle 
lllre. Fellowes 
M.iss Skinner 
lllns. Oborn ... 
Mr. :I. Goslin 
Mrs. Allen ... 
Mr.Jam.., .. . 
Mr. Baker .. . 
A widow's mit.e 
Rose Watts ... 
lllr. Barton_ 
Mm.Duon .. . .. 
In Iorio" memory ... 
lllr. G. Bogere ..• 
A..nOII- •-
Mrs. All.en... . .. 
A Ts.bernacle friend 
Mr.Hobbs... ... _ 
Mr .. Mrs., and llisa Monie 
lllr. Sawyer ..• 
A friend ·-
lllre. Jd:s.ther 
Mrs. Schindlsr ... 
In loving memory - ... . .. 
Pa.otar and Mrs. G. B. B.icb&rdam 
A Tabernacle member ... 

10 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
O 10 0 
S O 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 S 6 
0 S 0 
0 10 0 
0 ! 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
l O 0 
1 0 0 
1 i 0 
1 l 0 
0 2 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 

Mn. BIIXtan 
lll:ra. Oldlleld 
Mr.,, Wiobtm 
llu-s. So&ndrett ... 
An Eaotboume triond 
lllra. ReeTell_ 
No name ... . .. 
A Jubilee olllllring ... 
A friend ... . .. 
A widow's mite ... 
Mr. Ja.mes Friend .. , 
111:r.B&ker ......... ··• 
From Worthin8' ... ... . .. 
Putar J.E. Joynea ._.. ... 

Per Ps.ator W. J, Hams:-
A friend - ... O 10 o 
111:n,. W.E.Godfrey 1 1 O 

Clash given to Hrs. Spurgeon without 
c:JiD0!9' ~- . . . ... ... ... 

given 1n oolleoting-pl"t""··· ... 
Collection after sermon by Po.stor A. G. 

Brown ... ... ... ... . .. 
"In thank:fulnea, for a. daughter's safe 

return from China " 

111 

3 18 
1 9 

11 6 

6 0 Dividend 
Miss c. R.e&d 0 ... · 21 6 

1 0 Mr. G. E. Hu~• 0 1 
Mrs. Brown'" O 10 
Miss \Va.re 0 2 Miss Gilbert ••• 

2 0 
Mrs. Bridges ::: ::: 1 0 
Po.stor and Mrs. Thorpe ... 0 3 
Charlee Ls.wrence ... 0 2 
F.C.W. 0 2 
Mrs. Sinolair

00 
0 5 

Lisle ... ... 0 10 
Miss Cook 

"' 6 0 
lllra. Lees 110 
Mr. and ~ ... Smith, N.z:· 2 2 
Mrs. Davis ... ... 0 10 
W. J. H., Willeaden ... 0 6 

Per Pastor J. S. Hockey :-
Mr.J.Hidson ... . .. 0 10 6 
Miss Arlet o rn 0 
Mr.T.co• 0 6 0 
Miss Munday 0 2 6 
:Miss Norton 1 1 0 
111:n,. Be well ... 1 0 0 
In boxea at Beula.h

0

Bapt'i::t 
Chapel - ... . .. 1 15 1 

0 

0 
s 

0 

0 

' 0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
(I 

2 

6 4 1 

:62,046 2 10 

Also promises, £35. 

Jim. Spurgemi grs.tefull:r acknowledges the reoeipt of £6-" A..non:,moaal:r "-for her Book Fund. 

Special Notiee.-Contribution• "For General U,e in the Lord'• Work;" for Foreign 
Trat1 .. lation, of C. H. Spurgeon'• &rmom, ar..d for .Beulah Baptist Chapel., Bezhill-on-&a, 
,Jwuld be sent to .Mr1. C. H. Spurgeon, " W'utwood," Beulah Hill, Uppw Norw#d, 
London, 8.E. 

JJonationa for the Paato,,,i College, the Pa,ttwi College Mia,ionory .d.,aaaiotion and the 
Colportti9e .&a,oeiation, ahoutd be addre11ed to tlu President, Pastor 1'ltotalU SpurgMin, 
c/o the &eretary, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, 8.E. 

ContributW111 and gifts i11 kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Homes should !JtJ add.r11ml to 
tlu Preaident, Pa•tcr J . .d... Spurgl{)n, c/o tlu Seeretary, 8toek111elt Orphanage, Clopb11m 
.Road, Lon.don, S. W. 

Cheque, and money order• ,Jwuld btJ ero11ed, and made payable to the President of the 
Imtitutwn for which the c/lJnation ia intended. JJonor, ore earr,eatly requested to ,end their 
full name, and adare,ae, with their gift.a, and to write to the I'rebident if they do 11ot reeeive 
an ,uknowledgme~t within a week. 
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SPURGEON ORPHAN HOMES. 
SUMMARY OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1.-The Iust.itution receivt:ls Fatherless Boys between the ages of 
6 and 10, Girls between 7 and 10. · 

2.-It is c-onducted on the Separate Home System; each Home 
is presided over by a Christian matron. 

3.-It is Unsectarian ; children are received, iiTespective of the 
denominational connection of their :friends, from all parts of 
the United Kingdom. 

4.-Candidates are selected by the Committee, not elected by 
Subscribers. By this arrangement the most Needy, Helpless, 
and Deserving, secure the benefits of the Institution. 

5.-No Uniform is permitted, in order to prevent a costume from 
becoming a badge of charity. 

6.-The children receive a Plain, but thorough English Educa
tion and Training to fit them for the respective stations they 
are likely to occupy. 

7 .-The supreme aim of the Managers is always kept in view, to 
endeavour to bring up the children in "the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." 

8 .-Being cast upon " the Fatherhood of God ", the children are 
maintained by the Free-will Offerings of the Stewards of the 
Lord's bounty, 

The sum of £10,000 per annum is required in voluntary con
tributions towards the support of the Institution ! 

INSTRUCTION TO APPLICANTS: 

Applications for admission should be addressed in writing to the 
Secretary, and full particulars given, stating present income, and the 
names and ages of the children. As the number of candidates is 
largely in excess of the accommodation, the Trustees may not be able 
to issue a form ; if a form be granted, it must not be regarded as -a 
gt1B.rantee that the application will succeed. 

Friends who are only acquainted with the case in which they are 
specially interested must not be surprised· at its rejection at any 
stage of the enquiry if it prove to be less necessitous than others. 
The Trustees maintain the strictest impartiality while considering the 
daims of the various applicants, and the greatest need will always 
have the loudest voice with them. 

All letters on this business should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, London, 8. W. 
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• 
TO be able to report the maintenance of the work in full eflkiency 

during another year is a cause for devout thanksgiving; and the 
President and members of the Board of Management aro assured that 
the subscribers will unite with them in "praising and blessing God." 
The appeals for the many objects of religion and philanthropy have 
been so urgent, that we might have had occasion to deplore a ~erious 
falling off in the receipts, As will bo seen, however, by the balance 
sheet, the average income required has been exceeded, by the thought
ful liberality of our friends. Instead of announcing a serious deficit, 
we are thankful to be able to report an income which, a~ter meeting 
the ordinary and exceptional expenditure for the year, leaves a sub
stantial balance in the hands of the Treasurer. Such abounding 
mercy calls for resounding songs of praise ! 

AMERICAN T01ra, 

As our friends have already been informed, by the articles appearing 
in our Quarterly Magazine, the choir visited the United States, the 
tour extending over a period of three months from the 24th of 
September. Only those who have seen America during the protracted 
campaign of a Presidential election can fully appreciate the difficulties 
with which Mr. Charlesworth had to contend in fixing engagements, 
arranging for hospitality and securing the attendances of friends. 
The late contest was one of unusual severity, involving issues well 
nigh as serious to the commonwealth as those which led to the civil 
war. To churches and philanthropic institutions it was a time of 
great anxiety, and the disturbance to business almost amounted to 
paralysis. The depression was universal and the mood of the people 
bordered on despair. But for the sacredness of our cause and the 
universal esteem for the beloved founder of the Orphanage, all doors 
would have been closed against us. 

We are thankful to report that the Choir, consisting of five adults 
and sixteen boys, accomplished the journey of about 10,000 miles 
without an accident to any member of the party; that meetings and 
services were held attended by about 150,000 persons; that the Choir 
earned golden opinions by theit musical talents, and that our American 
friends promise a rich harvest if another tour can be arranged when 
they are free to accord us the welcome our ea.use deserves. 

To tho many friends who showed us kindness and who will not for
get the 01·plrnnage in their prayers, we desire to express our very 
sincere and hearty thanks. 

It is a cause for thankfulness thn.t we hn.ve been able to put the 
entire Institution in tho most perfect sanitary condition possible. The 
outlay has been considerable, but it wus a mutter oE urgont necessity 
in view of the responsibility of sufeguurding the lives and heulth of the 
children committed to our co.re. 

For the long period of ;10 yoars wo have uevor had to report 
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the loss of eit.her teacher or matron while in the service of tho 
ln!'titution; and it is with tearful regret wo have now to record 
the death of Miss M. Bartlqtt, one of the esteemed matrons of the 
Boys' Division. 

The death of Mr. James Buswell, a much respected member of 
our Board of Management, and Deacon of the Church at the Taber
nacle, has deprived us of a fellow-helper in the work of the 
Lord. the memory of whose loyal devotion we shall lovingly cherish. 

When it is remembered that a large proportion of our children 
are not of a robust type, it must awaken grateful surprise that 
our medical officer has to report the death of only one little girl 
during the year. 

Our resolve is that of the Psalmist, "I will sing of mercy and 
judgment.," and in this we know that we shall have the loving 
fellowship of our friends, to whom the work of caring for the orphan 
and the fatherless is regarded as one of the most sacred ministries 
we are called to exercise. 

By the issue to our subscribers of the Quarterly Magazine, 
"Within our Gates," we have anticipated many items of interest 
which would otherwise fu1d a place in the Annual Report. As the 
primary object of the Magazine is "to unite those who love with 
those who need," we shall be thankful if our subscribers will 
furnish us with the names and addresses of friends to whom they 
would like copies to be sent. 

OuR PROPOSED SEA-SIDE Ho~,rn. 

The following statement sets forth very clearly the objects of this 
important branch of the Institution ; and we would earnestly 
commend the proposal to our friends, with the hope of a prompt 
and generous response to our appeal. . • 

I. A Home and Kinder-garten School for very little children. 
We believe that if the younger children we rflceive can be kept at 
the Sea-side Home for a couple of years, it will prove a great benefit 
to them for the remainder of their school term-perhaps for life. In 
many cases early orphanhood implies the inheritance of a feeble 
constitution; and, unless these children are placed under the most 
favourable conditions of health, they must inevitably decline; neglect 
will prove fatal sooner or later. 

II. A Sanatorium to which delicate children can be sent from 
time to time. Every Orphanage has to make some special provision 
for such cases, and it will be a distinct advantage to our Institution 
if we can have a Sea-side Home under our direct supervision and 
control, to which WA can occasionally send our more delicate children. 

III. A Convalescent Home for children ·recovering from illness. 
With a family of nearly 500 orphan children, cases of sickness must 
occur; and it will be an inestimable boon to have at our command 
a Convalescent Home where the regulations ordered by our medical 
offil,er can be duly carried out. 

Anxious aa we are to proceed with the work, we have no intention 
of courting disaster or difficulty by undue haste. 
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Tho cost of maintaining the childron must, of course, be borne by 
the Orphanage, wh0r0v0r they are ; hut the additional cost of their 
rosidonco in the Sea-side Homo must bo met by the revenue of the 
Special Fund which we hope to raise by tho generous gifts of our 
friends. It will, indeed, be a cause for rejoicing when we are able 
to announce th1_1.t the 

TEN THOUSAND POUNDS 

required for the establishment and maintenance of the Sea-side Home 
have been received. 

The contributions already subscribed or promised, amount to 
£2,225, and we must express our sincere thanks to the friends 
who have so greatly cheered us by their practical sympathy and 
generous help. 

If every reader will send a special contribution forthwith, the 
Sea-side Home will be commenced without delay, and will prove a 
permanent Memento of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 

MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 

To the P1·esident and Board of Management. 

Gentlemen,-

! ha.ve the pleasure to submit my Twenty-eighth Annual Report for 
the year ending 25th l\larch, 1897. 

During this period the Metropolis has suffered very considerably from in
feotious diseases; and we have, I regret to say, had our share of e.nx.iety. One 
case of scarlet fever, numerous cases of throat affection, scrofulous mischief, e.nd 
the ailments incidental to childhood, have kept our Infirmary Staff busy, more or 
less, throughout the year. We lost one child, a delicate girl, by death. 

Ono of our esteemed matrons fell a victim to hepatic and other complications
the only death of an officer I have had to report dw·ing my long term of office. 

Although we still receive a goodly number of children of e. frail and delice.te 
type, I am thankful to report 'a gree.t improvement in their general health e.fter a 
term of resiclence in the Institution. I have not e.dvised the rejection of a single 
case presented for admission, without being convinced, from careful examination, 
that the child was uneque.l to the strain of public school life. 

It is with much pleasure I note the opening of e. Specie.I Fund for the 
establishment of a See.-side Home; and I can only express the hope that the 
response to the President's appeal will soon justify the oommenoement of this 
necessary branch of the Institution. 

My thanks a.re duo to the members of our Honoro.ry Consulting Stnff for their 
hearty oo- operation in the treatment of special cases, e.nd to the Orphane.ge Staff 
for their ready oomplianoe with my wishes in all that concerns the welfare of the 
children under my care. 

Esteeming the honour of my officie.l connection with the Institution, e.nd the 
Jonfidenco of the Doard of Managers, whioh I have enjoyed for 2S years, 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your obodiont Sernmt, 

(Signed) WILLIAM SOPER. 
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NINETEEN HUNDRED & NINETY-THREE ORPHANS 
Hnve been received into the Institution to tho end of Mn.rch, 1897. 

PARENTAOE OF THE Cn1LDREN :-

Meohanioe and.Printing Trndos... 475 Soldiere JO 
llanufR-Ctm-ere and Tradesmen ... 2!1i Journalists J (l 
Labourers, Porters, and 0Armen 2 iO Solicitors . . . 7 
Shopkeepers and Salesmen 242 Surgeons and Dontiets 7 
Warehousemon And 0lerks 214 Architects and Surveyors 4 
lllarinere and Watermen 68 Firemen ... 4 
ll'armere and Florists (i3 0ooks 4 
llinistere and Miseionaries . . . 61 Roylll Engineers... 3 
Oab Proprietore and Coachmen . . . 52 Butlers 2 
Rail1<11y Employes 4fi Auctioneers 2 
Commercial Travellere 44 Photographer I 
Schoolmasters and TeAChere 25 Bandsman .. . l 
Policemen & Custom Honse Officers 24 Gas Inspector l 
Oommiesion Agents 21 Gentlemn.n . . . l 
Aooonntanta 17 Vaccination Officer l 
Post Office Employes IS Exhibition Proprietor l 

TOT.il.... 1,993 

REr.rnrous PROFESSION OF p ARENTS :-

Baptist .. . •.. 538 Brethren ... 19 Moravian .. , 2 
Church of England 788 I Presbyt,erian 82 l Roman Catholic ... 4 

Oongregational ... 197 Bible Christian 4 Salvation Army ... 2 
Wesleyan._ ... 158 Society of Friends 4 Not specified 245 

Too:AL... 1,993 
NOTE.-These Tllbles show the inter-denominational character of the Institution. 

P:L.!.CES FROM WHICH CHILDREN HAVE BEEN REOEIVED :-

.B&lham. 11 Hampst,ead ... 6 Pimlico 8 
B&msbury .. . 4 Ha.rringay ... 1 Plaistow 1 
B&iiereea 91 Hatcha.m 1 Poplar 7 
Bayawat.er 8 Ha.veretock Hill 4 Rotherhithe ... 13 
Barmondsey ... 107 Highbury 6 Shadwell 2 
BstlmaJ. Green 7 Holbom 10 Shepherd's Bush 1 
Blackheath 1 Holloway 23 Shoreditch 6 
Bloomsbury ... 2 Homerton 4 Boho . . . 7 
Borough 11 Homsey 11 Southwark 87 
Bow .. , 20 Horeelydown... 6 Spitalftelde l 
Brino:n 4 7 Hoxto:n 15 Stepney 6 
Bromley .. 4 Iali:ngto:n 40 Strand 2 
Bro:ndeabury... 2 Ken:ni:ngto:n ... 18 Stratford 10 
Camberwell . .. 62 Ke:nsingto:n .. . 9 Btreatham 6 
Camde:n Town 10 Ke:ntish Tow:n 10 Stockwell ••• 9 
Cano:nbury 1 Kilbum 16 Stoke Newington 12 
Che1- 10 Ki:ngela:nd 3 St. Joh:n's Wood 2 
OJapham 19 Lambeth 72 St. Luke's 3 
Clapto:n 12 Lewisham !! St. Pa:norae 7 
Olerke:nwell ..• 16 LimehoUBe 6 Syde:nham 3 
College Park 1 Marylebone 23 Totte:nha.m 11 
Dalsto:n G Mile E:nd 9 Vanxhall 9 
Deptford 9 Newingto:n 19 Walworth 67 
Dnhrich II New Cross 17 Wa:ndeworth ... 26 
&lmo:nton 1 Norwood 20 Westmi:nster .. . 13 
.l'insbnry 5 Notting Hill ... 13 Whiteohapel . .. a 
Forest Gate .. , 4 ; Nn.:nhead 6 Willeeden 4 
Fnlham 6 • Old Ford 1 Wood Gree:n . . . G 
Ha.ck:ney 28 

1

• Paddi:ngto:n 10 
llaggersto:n I Peckham G6 L0NDON ... TOTil I,)!)3 
Hauµnermrith 6 i>e:nto:nTille 5 
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&dford.Bhire, Bodford 6 lJud,am, WolHingham 1 
,. Loighton Buzzard 1 Essex, AHhdon 1 
,, Luton ... 2 ll1>rking 1 
,, 'fingriLh 1 Boxtod 1 

IJeda., Ardington Wick 1 Braintree 2 
Chioveley 1 Brentwood 1 

" 
Childrey 1 Burnham 1 

JI Faringdon 1 Ohelmeford 2 
Maidenhead .. , 2 Chingford 1 
Newbury 6 Ooggeehall 1 
Reading 93 Oolcheeter 3 

" 
Blongh 2 Dun mow 1 

,, Ulllngton 1 East Ham 2 
Wantage 2 ,, Epping 2 
Wargrave I Grays... 1 
Windeor 1 Great Bard6eld 1 

., Wokingham ... 1 Great Braxted 1 
Buckinghamshire, Haletead 1 

Chesha.m 1 Harlow 2 
,, High Wycombe 1 ,. Hatfield Heath 1 

Princes Rishoro' I Ilford... 2 
., Winslow 2 Leyton 4 

Cambridgeshire, Leytonstone . .. 8 
,. Cambridge 7 " Little Ilford ... 1 
,, Cottenham I Loughton 1 

Riston 2 Mai don 9 
,, Landbeach 1 North Woolwich 2 

Linton 1 Ongn.r 1 
,. Newmarket I Paglesham 1 

Soham 1 Plaistow 1 
., Waterbeach ... l Rayleigh 1 
,, Wisbech 2 ,, Romford 4 

(Jhuhire, Birkenhead I ,, Southend 3 
,, Chester I Stansteod 1 
,, Hyde... I Thorpe-la-Soken 1 

Cornwall, Falmouth 3 Upminster 1 
Penzance 3 ,, W akes-Colne 1 
Porthleven 1 Walthamstow 12 

,, St. Columb l Wansten.d 1 
,, Truro 2 West Ham 2 

Derby,Jiire,Alfreton... I Witham 2 
Belper 1 ,, Woodford 4 

,, Derby o Gloucestershire, Bristol 7 
., Matlock Bath 1 Cheltenham ... 8 

DeOO'llllhire, Appledore 1 ,, Cinderford l 
Axminster 1 Cirenoester 2 
Bideford 1 ,, Fairford 2 
Brixham 3 ,, Gloucester 2 

,. Do.rtmouth 1 N&ilsworth 1 
Devonport 8 ., Painswiok l 
Exeter 2 Stroud 2 
Newton Abbot l Tewkesbury... l 
Plymouth 3 W eirstone 1 

" Stoke... 1 ,. Wotton 1 
,. Torquay 4 Ba111pshire, 

Do,·,etshire, Poole 3 ,, Aldershot l 
,, Lyme Regis ,_ 1 ,, Bournemouth... 6 
,, Portland 2 Christohuroh .. , l 
., Swanage 1 JI Fleet ... 
,, Weymouth 3 ,, Fremo.ntle 

I>11rham, Darlington 1 ., Farnborough . ., 
., Durham 1 ., _ Gosport 

Middlesbrough 2 Ho.yling Island 
South Shields 2 ., Headbourne -

" 

l 
I 
l 
1 
l 

Olll'fl ANAOf;. 1fil 

llamp.,f,ire, 
Landport 3 

., Lymingt-,n 1 
Newbrirlge, 1.W. 1 

,, Newport, I. W. 3 
,. Pokeedown 
,, Portemonth 

1 
6 

,, Porteea I 
Ryde, I.W. 1 
Romooy ... 1 
Sandown, I.W. 8 
Southampton 9 

,, Southaea 7 
Totton 1 

., W aterlooville 1 
West Cowee,I.W. 2 

,. Winche•ter . .. 2 
He:refordshire, Kington 1 

,, Ledhuy 
., Miehaelchnrch 

Be:rtfc,rdshire, 
Berkhampstead 
Boxmoor 
Codicote 

,, Dunstable 
Hartford 
HHchin 

,, Hoddesdon 
., Redbourne 
,, St. Albans 
,. Ware ... 

Hvntingd0111Jhire, 
,, Feneto.nton 

St. Neot"s 
K;t, Ashford 

,. Belvedere 
Bexley 
Blackheath 
Boughton 
Broad stairs 
Bromley 

., Canterbury 
Charlton 
Chatham 
Cranbrook 

,, Crayford 
,, Deal ... 

" 

" 
" 

Dover .. 
Eastchurch 
Eltham 
Erith ... 
Eynsford 
Eythorne 
Folkes~')ne 
Goudhurst 
Gravesend 
Greenwich 
Hollingbourno 
Lee 
Mai de tone 
Malling 
Margate 

1 
1 
1 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

1 
1 
4 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
-1, 

1 
3 
5 
1 
1 
3 
s 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
1 
4 

H 
1 
1 
4 
l 
8 
8 
2 

Stockton { Worthy l I 

New Brampton 
Northneet 
Orpington 3 
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Ke11t, Plumetead 8 
,. Ro.msgat.e 3 

Rochester 2 
Sevcnonks 2 
Sittinirbourne 4 
St.. lliary Cray 1 
Swanscombe .. , 1 
Tonbridge 1 
Tunbridge Wells 4 
West Wickham 1 
Whitstahlo 6 
Woolwich 1 

,, Wrotham 1 
Lancashire, 

. , Ashton-under-Lyne 3 
Blackpool I 
Bolton I 
Fleetwood 1 
Liverpool 8 

,, Manchester 4 
Morecamoo 1 

,. Rochdale 1 
Leicestershi,-e, 

Leicest.6r I 
Loughborough 1 

., Lntterworth 1 
Lina,lnshire, 

Alford... 1 
Boston 2 
Grimsby 5 
Lincoln 4 

,, Stamford I 
Middle.sez, Acton 4 

Barnet I 
Brentford 2 
Chismck 1 

,, Ealing I 
Edmonton 3 
Finchley I 

,, Fulham 2 
,, Hampton-Wick 1 
., Harlington I 

Harrow 2 
Hendon 2 
Honnslow 2 
Isle worth 3 

., Old Hampton l 
Roxeth 1 

,, Southall I 
W &!ham Green 3 

,, Whetstone .. , • I 
MonTTWUthshire, 

,, Abergavenny 1 
,, Blaenavon I 
,, Ma.indee I 
., Newport ... 7 

Norjofk, Attleborough 1 
,. Dereh&m 1 

Holt 1 
Lynn... 3 

~' ,,, Norwich 1 
. ,, Yarmouth 1 

.'Vorlli.amptoul,ire, 
Brackley 1 
Kettering 2 

• .Vm·tlt1unp10,1..."'h"·t, 
,, Northampton 
,. Onndle 

I Su,-.-ey 
2 • 'K:lngsl;on 
3 Leathorhee.d 

,. Peterborough 
., Rushdon 

2 MorUnko 
l Norbiton 

,, Thrapstone 
,. Walgmve 

2 Ponge 
1 Putney 

No,·thumbe,-/and, 
n Newcastle 

Nottinghamsh1,·c, 
n Nottingham .•. 
,, Retford 

Sutton 

1 
l 
1 
1 ,. Worksop 

Oxfordshfre, 
• Banbury 2 

Chinnor l 
ChippingNorton 3 

., Kidlington I 
n New Headington l 
., Oxford 5 
n Thame 1 
., Witney I 

Ru.tlandshi,-e, 
,, Uppingham 

Sawp, Ast.on-on-Clnn 
,. WestFelton .•. 

&mR.rsetsl1ire, 
,. Be.th ... 
,, Curry Mallet 
., Taunton 
,, Wellington 
., Weston 
,. Yeovil 

Staffordshire, 

l 
1 
1 

2 
I 
3 
1 
1 
1 

,, Dilston 1 
Ba.rton-on-Trent 1 

., Stow-bridge ..• 1 
,, West Bromwich 1 
., Wolverhampton I 

Suffolk, 
, , Aldborongh . .. 2 
,, Bungay .. , 1 
,, Bury St.Edmunds 2 
,. Clare... 1 

Fressingfiold 1 
,, Halesworth 1 
., Ipswich 8 
., Southwold 1 
,, Stanetead 1 
,, Stowmarket .. , 4 
,, Woodbridge . . . I 

Sun-ey, 
., Addlestone 

Barnes 
,, Bletchingley 
., Buckland 

Catford 
Croydon 
East Mouleey 
Farnham 
Oode.lming ... 
Oodetone 

1 
a 
1 
1 
I 

24, 

~ I 

2, 

Red Hill 
Heigate 
Riohmond 

,, Surbiton 
Sutton 
Tooting 
Wnllington .. . 

,, Wimblodon .. . 
,, Woking 

Sussex, 
Brighton 
Iluxted 
Chichest.er 
Faygate 
Hailsham 

,, Hastings 
Horahnm 
Lewes 

,, Newhaven 
,. Portslade 

St. Leonard's 
,, Seaford 
,, Worthing ... 

W arzoid:shire, 
Dirmingham 
Coventry 
Leamington 
Oxhill. 

,, Quinton 
Wiltshire, 

,, 

,, 

,. 
,, 

,, 

Caine 
Chippenham 
Devizes 
Downton 
Pinton Stoke 
Salisbury ... 
Summerford 

Magna 
Swadlincot.e 
Swindon 
Trowbridge 
Warminster 
Westbury 

Leigh 
Wroughton ... 

Worcestershfre, 
., Cradley 
., Eveshtun 
,, Hampton 

Yorkshire, 

" ,, 
,. 
,, 

Bedale 
Durley 
LeAda 
Shoffield 

8 
I 
l 
1 
6 
I 
l 
l 
1 
2 
6 
4 
I 
2 

12 
l 
4 
I 
1 
0 
2 
2 
I 
I 
2 
J 
I 

6 
I 
1 
l 
1 

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
2 

I 
1 
2 
1 
l 

1 
1 
1 

I 
I 
2 
1 

,. Guildford 
,, Horley ~ I 

OOUNTRY ... Tou.L 766 
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Wales, Abory•twith I Wak•, Dowlaie 1 ' W alu, N a.rberth l .. Drecon 1 llaverfordweet a 
" 

Rhyl 1 
llri<lgond •·· 3 

" 
Hay ... 1 

" 
Swaneea 3 

Duilth I 
" 

Holyhead 1 
011l'dilJ Hi Llanbieter I WALES ... TOl'AL 39 
Oo.rnnrvon I 

" 
Llandndno I 

Oi!gorran ... 2 Llanelly I I 

Scotland, D11nfermlin~ 1 I Scotland, Lo.rbert . .. l I lrelmuJ 2 
Lonnoxtown 1 

ADMISSIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1897. 

Balho.m 
Bormondsoy ... 
Chelsea 
Clapham 
Dalston 
Deptford 
Forest Grito ... 
Hornsoy 

Alfreton 
DonrnemonLh 
Burton-on-Trent 
Brighton 
Croydon 
Chinnor 
Epping 
Fleetwood 

FnoM LONDON DISTRICTS :-

1 I Iloxton 1 Paddington 1 Tottenham 
3 I Islington l Peckham 2 ' Vauxball 
1 Konningtou ... 1 Pimlico 1 Walworth 
1 I Kilburn 2 Soho ... 1 Willesden 
1 : Lambeth H Stoke Newington 1 Wood Green ... 

TOTAL 
1 ! 11{,u-ylebone 1 1 St. Pancras ... 1 
21 Norwood 1 i St. John's Wood 1 
2 Nunhead 1 , Sydenham ... 1 , 

FRoM CoUNTRY ToWNs AND VILLAGES:-

1 
1 
3 
l 
1 

39 

1 Groat Bardfield I Newton Abbot 1 Thorpe-le-Soken 1 
2 Hendon I Ongar 1 Tooting 1 
l Horsham 1 Penge 1 Woodford 1 
1 Kington 1 Sonthsea 2 ' Wellington 1 
1 Landport 1 St. Albans 1 : Walthamstow 1 
I Lincoln 2 St; Mary Cuy I ~ 
I Newport, I.W. 1 Sevenoaks ... 1 1 TOTAL ... 32 

1 Newport, Mon. 1 Sheffield 1 i 
FBoM WALES :-Cardiff, 2; Bridgend, 1. 

TOTAL AnMrSSIONS FOR TUE YJUR, 7-!. 
The above tables, while they tell of want relieved and sorrow solaced, also show the im

p1trtiality of the Committee in their selection of inmates and the range of their choice. The 
poore,t localities and the most needy cle.ases have again :l'urnished the l,ugest nnmber of 
Children received iuto the Orphrinage. 

London 
Oountry 

SUMMARY OF ADMISSIONS . 

... 1,193 I Wales 

. .. 7n 6 Sootlllnd .•• 
TOTAL 

3~ I Irolami 

l,993, 

SPECIAL NOTES. 

2 

The delay in the puhlication of the report permits the mention 
of the death of Mr. James Stiff, for many years a Trustee of 
the Institution. A sketch of our beloved brother, whose loss we 
lament, ,vill appear in our next Quarterly Magazine as one. 9f an 
illustrated series of articles on "Partners in Christian Service," 
copies of which will be sent to our subscribers in due course. 

We a1·e also able to announoe that, on the nomination of the 
Prosident, Pastors Charles and Thomas Spurgeon have been 
unanimously elocted Vice-P1·esidents of the Board of Management. 
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TYPICAL CASES RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR. 

These are not giYon with n ,iow to n sensational nppenl, h~t nro 
short., sad. stories of real life with which the Committoo of selection 
ha,e k~ denl in o,·erwhelming numbers. 

A. A. 8. and R R.. 8 .. Lincoln. Two brothers, sons of n Baptist 
minister, mother left with five children totally unprovided for, eldest 
only 11. The boys have found n home in the Testimoninl House 
of the Orphanage. This house was built by morn bers of the Bnptist 
denomination as a testimonial of esteem for C. H. Spurgeon, and 
whene,er the Managers recefre a boy whose father wns a Baptist 
minister, he is placed in this house. In many cnses the fathers contri
buted to the buildings, little thinking that in after years their children 
would find a shelter there. 

L. P., Cardiff. One of nine children left without father or mother. 
The father was killed whilst crossing the railway. He wns 11 leading 
tradesman of Cardiff but, unfortunately, the money he invested in 
shipping was lost, and his business, on being realized, was not 
suffi.ci<:>nt to pay creditors more than 12s. in the £. 

C. W. D., Walworth. One of six children-ages 10, 8, 5, 3, 2, and 
11 months. The death of the father was caused by an assault. He was 
insured for £100, but this was lost by the mother, who tried to keep 
a small business, and, alas, as is often the case, failed. A well-known 
philanthropist writes:-" I have taken the only girl of 5 years. 
The mother and children are superior to tht> ordinary poor, but are 
desperately in need of help. It is one of those cases of quiet, heart
breaking po,erty. '' 

J. C., Moreton. One of thirteen children, The mother and father 
died within a month of each other. The father was a platelayer, and 
left no provision for his family. He was deacon of the Baptist chapel, 
at S--, a good man, and respected by ell who knew him. 

C. T., We.lthamstow. One of eleven children. Youngest, twin 
babies, aged 8 months. No provision whatever, except £40 from 
clubs. Mother earns 5s. a week by washing and charing. Father 
was a glass-blower, and a member of tho Church of England. 

B. A. C., Paddington. One of seven children, eldest 14. The father 
a tailor. No provision for the family, except a small sum fro~. the 
Tailors' Institution. Concerning the mother, a well-known mm1ster 
writes:-" She is utterly broken down in health and quite unfitted for 
the heavy burden that has fallen upon her." 

S. A. L., Bermondsey. One of six children, aged respectively, 9, 8, 
4 3 2 and 7 months. Father was a boot finisher. Mothor and 
:fumily totally unprovided for. The visitor writes :-'' It is, by for, 
the saddest and most touching case I have ever visited." 

A. E. C., Portsmouth. One of eight children, eldest 15. Baby 
born after father's death. All totally unprovided for. Fathor 
belonged to H.M. Navy. 

W. 8. D., Mill Hill One of nine children, aged respectively, 10, 
9, 8, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 4 months. Father was a farmer, a member of 
the Church of England. Cause of death, kick from a horse. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL REPORT. 
Tho Annunl Meeting wna hel<l on 1''ebn10ry tho ~rd, when addre~ees 'l<'ere g-ivec 

to our bau<l of 46 voluntary Teachers nncl the members of the Orphanage St.»tf by 
the Rev. W.R. Mowll, M.A., vicn.r of Chriat Church, Brixton; Mr. A. T. Lake, 
formerly a boy in the Orph:mn.ge, an<l now Superinten<lent of n. SundBy School in 
North London; e.nd by Chnrles Waters, Esq., of the Sunday-school Union. Mr. 
w·. J. Evans, Superintendent of the Orphanage Snnclay-•chool. and the Head 
lllaster also addressed the meeting, which was one of the most enthmiastie and 
helpful ever held in connection with the Institution. 

The following items of the report a.re of inteTest. Prizes !Lwarded t" the children 
were presented to the children by li. Roberts, Esq., M.P., and Mrs. Robert.a, who 
expressed their great pleasure in visiting the Institution. 

The examiner appointed by the Brixton Anxiliary of the Sunday School Union 
assigns the Orphanage Sunday-school the first place for singing. 

At the Quarterly Services addresses were given by Rev. J. Grnndy, )I.A., vicar 
of St. Stephen's, South Le.mbeth; by Rev. W. R. Skerry, President of the London 
Baptist Assooie.tion; by .Rev. J. Felmingham, of Wandsworth; and by Rev. J. H. 
Weeks, Baptist Missionary from the Upper Congo River. These services are not 
only helpful to the children; they enable us to maintain fellowship with all 
Evangelical churches and societies, e.nd thereby to a.'!Bert the inter-denominational 
character and claims of the Orphanage. 

SCRIPTURE EXAMINATION, Conducted by the Sunday School union. 
March, 1897. 

Results :-Prizes, 16; first-class certificates, 81; second-class certific!Ltes, 99. 
Tol;&l, 195. 

YOUNG CHRISTIANS' BAND. 
Present Membership, 75. 

INTERNATIONAL BIBLI!: READIN'G ASSOCIATION. 

Present Membership (including former Seholars), 580. 

BAND OF HOPE. 
Present Membership, 252. 

Thirty meetings were held during the year, addressed by the Superintendent, 
Mr. W. J. Evans, and other friends. Illustrst.ed lectures were delivered by 
J. Oooper Ashton, Esq., e.nd J. R. Whyberd, Esq. Our Be.nd of Hope Choir 
succeeded e. second time in winning the Challenge Banner in the singing com
petition arranged by the South-West London Band of Hope Union. Should they 
be successful next year, they will be entitled to its permanent possession. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND BAND OF HOPE COLLECTIO~S. 

Dr. Churoher's Medical MiRsion in North Afrioa ... 
Baptist Missionary Sooiety ... .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. 
Do., for the support of e. boy and girl at Wathen Station, Congo River 
Indian Sunday-school Mission 
Continental do. . .. ... .. . .. . 
Ragged School Union Holiday Homes 
Temperance Hospital e.nd Be.nd of Hope Work 

£ s. d. 
l 7 3 
-l 19 0 

10 0 0 
2 15 9 
l 6 ti 
0 18 0 

21 6 2 

We a.re tluwkful that our boys and girls are interested in these good w,,rks, e.n,l 
are so willing to subsoribe thoir pennies towurds their funds. 
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AIMS AND PLANS. 
C'-on•ring an area of nearly four acres, in one of tho henlthiost 

1mburbs of London, th~ Orp~1~11ag·e. is nd1~1ira½ly nd1tpte~ for l~eopiug 
up ns muC'h of the fannly sp1nt ns 1s poss1ble m a Public Institution. 
The boys t-n k(I their menls in ,mo common hall nC'cording to families . 
the girls in their respt'cti,·e houses; and boys and girls nssist in o.Ii 
the d,l11rn;:tiC' dutie;: of the est.ablishmcmt. Family worship is con
,luC'ted. in Mch dl'p~rtment morning and eve11ing, and the children 
learn nnd. repeat the text for the day from Mr. Spurgeon's Almanaok, 

In the Schools our object is to impart II tho,·ough ENGLISH educatio11 
and, by a l'omplete system of physical training, to fit tho boys fo; 
C'Ommorcial pursuits. 

In add.ition to the ordinary subjects, they are taught olementary 
science, drawing, shorthand, and vocal music. We are thankful to 
record that, as the boys attain the age for leaving, it is easy to find 
employers who -will receive them. Many of our former pupils are now 
occup)ing good positions in largo houses of business, and not a few 
are engaged in works of useful11ess ; a large number are members of 
Christian Churches, and several are ministers of the Word. One of 
0ur old boys is a student in Cheshunt College, and another is a 
c:m,lidate for admission to the Pastors' College. 

By a good education, and n thorough d.omestic training in the Homes, 
we hope to fit our girls for earning their o,vn livelihood in houses of 
Business, in the Cini Service, or as domestics in Christian families. 

We nr(I concerned that the children should become disciples of 
Christ, and leave us healthy, intelligent, and gracious members of 
society, hence the moral and religious training of the children is a matter 
of primary concern. The earnest efforts of the matrons and teachers 
are supplemented by the labours of a godly bo.nd of Sunday-school 
teachers. Detachments of the children attend the Tabernacle e.nd 
neighbouring places of worship on the Lord's-day, and Special 
Services a.re conducted at home, morning o.nd evening. A children's 
week-night service is held every ,v ednesday. Several earnest friends 
give diligent attention to this department of the work. Once a 
quarter the entire household is assembled to hear a special address. 
The local clergy, ministers, and distinguished laymen render important 
help in this matter. Young Christians' Bands hold monthly meetings, 
and there are frequent meetings for the members of the Band of Hope. 

The Sunday-school Teachers' Prayer Meetings are held twice a 
month, and a Prayer Meeting for the Matrons, conducted by Mrs. 
James Stiff, is held monthly. We very earnestly invite our subscribers 
to join with us in prayer for the continued blessing of God upon our 
work amongst the Orphans. 

Christians of all denominations, by their hearty love and pro.ctioal 
aid, cheer us in this enterprise, and together we will all unite in 
helping the widow and the orphan for Christ's own sake. His approval 
now, and His "well done " hereafter, will be a sufficient reward for 
any effort or sacrifice we may make. Infidelity must feel the power of 
5fJ0 living arguments; for a Christian Orphanage attests the faithful
n~88 of Gorl, all the Father of the fatherless and tho Jm]go of the widow. 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 

We shnll be thnnkful if our friends will bea.r in mind that our 
supplies muet be ne constant ns our noo<la. It woulrl greatly rejr,ico 
the heart of tho President if tho current income wore elway8 e<1ual tr, 
the current expenditure, so that legacies might be reserved to supply 
the fo.lling-o:ff in clono.tions when old frionds resign their stewardship 
o.nd go homo. 

The collecting boxes and books ha.ve brought in, during the year, 
the sum of £i31 19s. 8d. Once n. quarter, the President arranges to 
meet our bn.nd of willing helpers, and personally to thank them for 
their efforts for his great family of little ones. Many more of our 
young people might help us by joining this Sustentation Army. 
Friends living miles away, who are not e.ble to attend the meetings, 
can have specie.I collecting booke, e.nd forward the a.mount received 
from time to time. 

The children in the Orpha.no.go e.nd their friends collected, for the 
most part in pennies, the sum of £238 Gs. ld., 11.nd in every case this 
labour of love was a genuine expression of gre.titucle. We frequently 
have very warm-hearted letters of tha.nke from the mothers of our 
children. God bless them, every one ! 

The total amount received during the year from collecting cards, 
books, and boxes, ranched the noble sum of £970 5s. 9d. This is 
substantial help ; but could it not be very easily doubkd tie.rt year ? We 
1oislt more of our friends would le11d a hand. 0 best e.nd kindest of 
renders, will you not take a card or box yourself? 

The Young Ladies' Working Associntions a.t the Tabernacle, West 
Croydon, Ree.ding, and elsewhere, continue to furnish splendid help; 
and their serv_ices are g1·ently ve.lued by us. Could not more societies 
be started? •Friends who are not able to join an association, cn.n 
make up artieles of elothing suitable for boys and girls between 
the oges of six and fifteen. Such nid, lovingly rendered to the 
Orphans, does not divert contributions from loce.l claims, but rtlther 
1:1timulo.tes generosity for tlieir support. 

Mr. Charlesworth, with o. Choir of Boys, has visited many places 
during the year. The programme throughout is of a high-class 
character, and the most gratifying reports have been received of the 
good done. Friends can help the Institution by arranging for meet
ings to be held in their town or district. 

"Pure religion o.nd undefiled" finds its illustration in enre for the 
"widow and fatherless,'' 11.nd we are thnnkful wheu the help comes 
to the speoial objeets of our charge. 

Subscriptions will be gratefully received by the President and 
Trensurer, Pastor J. A. Spurgeon, D.D. 

Address-The Secretory, 
Tho Stockwell Orphanage, 

Clnphnm Ho~d, London, S.\Y. 
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HOW FRIENDS HELP THE ORPHANAGE: 

, u B~· Donations and Subscriptions, Members of e.11 sections 
of tlw Church and of the community contribute to the funds of 
t.h0 Institution. 

\2.1 By Bequests of Money or Property. The new Statute ol 
Mortmain, bearing date August 5th, 1891, has made it legal to devise 
rt>al propt>rty in aid of Charitable Institutions. 

( 3.) By becoming Collectors. Collecting-boxes o.nd Books may 
he obtained on application to the Secretary; also special Boxes to be 
fixNl on walls. 

(4.) By arranging for Public Meetings, to be conducted by the 
Ifoad Master with a choir of Orphan boys. Mr. V. J. CHARLESWORTH 
will be happy to give all the necessary information. 

(5.) By Sunday-school Collections on the last Sunday in 
January, being the anniversary of Mr. Spurgeon's decease. The 
Sc>cretary will send Tracts and Booklets for distribution. 

(6.) By Gifts of Useful Articles. We can use food, clothing, 
toys, fuel, furniture, books, and other useful articles at home, while 
fancy goods can be sold at the Annual Festival. We are universal 
consumers, and can do something with everything sent to us. 

J.) By Birthday and New Year's Offerings. A festive 
season suggests a fitting opportunity for sending help to those whose 
orphanhood calls for special tenderness. Our mercies are doubly 
sweet when they are shared with those who would otherwise feel 
the bitterness of want. 

• • With such sacrifices God is well pleased.'' 

A WORD TO OUR DONORS: 

(1.) The name should be legibly written, and a sufficient designa
tion should be given that the reply may be rightly directed. 

It is unfortunate when Jones is mistaken for Thorns, or fJice verad. 
Wnere an initial only is given, we may not know whether to addreBB 
the reply to Mr. or Mrs., or to any other designation. We should be 
sorry to write Miaa, and find that we had written amiss. 

(2.) .AB two persons may bear exactly the same name, it· is 
important that the residence should be added. Where a donor has a 
huaineaa and a private address, it is desirable that one or other should 
be uniformly used, or we may accidentally treat our friend as if he 
were two individuals. 

(3.) Change of address, or the death of a donor, should be 
promptly reported for the correction of our books. We cannot be 
omniscient, but we do like to be accurate. 

( 4.) We would respectfully urge our donors to advise us by letter 
or post-card of the despatch of goods. We can often make more 
economical w;e of gifts when we know that they are coming. 

"To do good and to communicate, forget not." 
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TO INTENDING BENEFACTORS. 

By an Act of Parliament, bearing elate August 5th, 1891, land and 
houses mny now be left for charitable uses. 

l\fonoy loft by will, with the direction that it be invested in land 
or houses, was forfeit until this Act was passed: it will not now be lost 
to the charity, but it must be used for its general purposes. 

An important exception is me.de in the case of land or houses left 
or directed to be e.cquirod, if it be proved that the property is necessary 
for the actual use of the charity, and not for investment. 

The will must be signed by _the testator in the presence of two 
witnesses present at the same time, and who must sign their names as 
witnesses in the presence of each other, and of the testator. 

The following are in legal form, and may be copied :-
1.-In leaving a sum of money:-

I Give and Bequeath tlte auin of. .. 
pounds sterling, to be paid to the Treasurer for the tiTM being of 
the Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, iii the county of Londo11, 
and liis receipt sltall be a sufficient discharge for the said legacy. 

2.-In leaving Freehold Property:-
I Give and IJevise to the Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, 

in the county of London, the freehold house (or M11,Sea) si·tuated and 
being known as-here state clearly the exact dest'gnation aa to name 
or number, the street or road, the parish, the town, and 
the county. 

3,--In lAaving Leasehold Property:-
I hereby Give and Bequeath to the Stockwell Orphanage, 

Clapham Road, in the county of London, the whole of my interest i11 

the leasel1old house (or houses), situated and bei11g known as-here 
state clearly the exact cks1'gnation as to name or number, the 
street or road, the parish, the town, and the county. 

4.-In leaving Freehold Land:-
I Give and IJevise to the Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, 

in the county of London, the parcel of freehold la111l--hert1 givt! the 
exact designation of the land ii• the precise terms of the title 
deeds 

fi.--In leaving Land held on lease:-
I Give and Bequ,eath to the Stock,cell Orphanage, Clapham. 

Road, in the county of LondoiJ, the whole of my i11terest itJ thd 
unexpired term of the lea&6 of the land-here give the exact designation 
of tlte land in the precise terms cf the lease. 

Now that it has become legal to devise real property in aid of Charitable 
Institutions, the hope is cherished that our friends, in the disposition 
of their e!ltutes, will not overlook the Orphannge, which remains as 
a memorial of its Founder and first President, C. H. SPURGEON. 

""\\THOSE FAITII FOLLOW." 



jtocJtw~U GDrphanng~. 
GENERAL AOCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED. MAROB SlsT, 1897. 

- --- --------------

To Ma.lntenklll!I! Mid Bduoatlon :
&lo.riet1 Mid Wagea 
Provisions 
ClothinB ... 
Laundry ... 
Fuel, Gu, and W&ter 
Boob and &boo! Requisite■ 
Medioal, Hospital, RDd Conve.leacent Expenaes 
Excwmona Rnd Tre. veiling ... 
Situe.tione, Pa.rt Outfits, Gratuities, &o .... 
Gardening 11.11d Sundries 

., Printing, Publice.tlona, Advertieemente, Office Expcnaee, Collect· 
iDg Boxes, &c. 

.. Repairs and Alteration• .. 

.. Xew Sanitary Works, New Store Room, Covered-way in rear of 
Boye' houses ; Tar-paving Boye' Playground, &c. 

., Furniture, Fittings, Bedding, &c. 

., Poor and General Re.tea 

Transfer to Foundation Fund 
,, Bahnce at Credit March 31st, 1897 

JAMES A. SPURGEON, } 
Treaaurer, "' 

WILLIAM mGGS, 'ru.,t<es. 
J~S E. PASSMORE, 

FREDERICK G. LADDS, S,erelarg. 

II a. d. 

2,107 17 10 
B,7n2 15 2 
1,708 18 4 

5ll O 8 
802 17 9 
170 JO 7 
988 11 1 
H 14 6 
Si 5 4 
32 10 

0,071 8 3 

1,104 5 7 
1,077 4 11 

8S5 10 3 
616 15 4 
178 17 6 

13,603 1 10 
2,000 0 0 

630 2 0 

16,333 3 10 

By Donatlona and Bnbocrlptlono :-
Oeneral (incl11ding Services of Song, Iese expenses) ... 
Boxea RDd Booka 

I. •· d. 

... ~,-IAA 11 9 
070 5 9 

5,45-'l 17 6 
,, Legaoles 5,403 ij 3 
,, Balance of Dlvldende and Rents (lees Repairs, Rates, and Tdes, &c.) 2,261 9 4 

~~ 
------------------13,123 16 1 

,, Balance at Credit, March 31st, 1806 3,209 i ~ 

16,~33 3 10 

Audited RDd found correct, thie 25th day of l[ay, 1897, 

W. W. BAYNES, } 
Bromley, Kent. , d·•-P. WHITTLE, .a.U lMITB. 

Clapham. 
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jhlorb anb tge irohld. 
SEPTEMBER, 1897. 

" (Qthe ~ncstion @ah" at "'ij,'Qlestmoorl." 
0. H. SPURGEON'S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDE~TS1 Ql""ESTIO~S. 

( Continued from pag~ 436.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-Slwuld one, r,•que,ting it u11d<T 
any circums/anccs 1chalerer, be r~-bap/i;;l'd Y 

MR. SPUROEON's ANSWER.-Y es; under L'Crtain circum
sta.nces, he should. For instimCL', there is a brother who 
cumo to me only n fow weeks ngo, and he snid to me ... I 

wus buptizod, some years siuce, but I w,l.ll not a bclicrnr tht:>u. I ,llll 

34 
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afraid that., at the time, I did not weigh the question carefully or 
gi,e it the i,erious considc-ration that it deserves. I was young ~nd 
my friends persuaded me to join the church, although I nm s~re I 
ought not to ha,e done so. Now th1tt I nm converted to God, I feel 
that the baptism was not valid, and I desire to confess my faith by 
being baptized after the Scriptural fashion." I said to the good man 
"Well, that is a matter which has nothing to do with me, but it ha~ 
ewrything to do with you. You feel that you have not been baptized 
in the true :N' ew Testament order, and that it is your duty to be so 
baptized?" '· Yes, sir," he replied, "that is exactly what I do feel." 
"Mark you," I answered, "it all hinges upon this question,-' Were 
you a helierer 1cl1e11 ;11011 ecere 1·mmersed?'" "No," said the man, very 
positively; "I was not. I was a hypocrite; or, if not so bad as that. 
I was at least self-deceived : but I was not truly converted to God at 
that time, so I could not make a right and proper profession of faith 
which I did not possess." I asked him, "Are you now a believer ? " 
and he fully satisfied me as to his saving interest in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The former pastor who had baptized him, and the church 
which he had joined, were informed of the circumstances; and, after 
his explanation, they also thought that he was not a Christian on the 
former occasion, and they agreed that he ought to be baptized on 
profession of his faith, which was accordingly done. 

Of course, Scriptural baptism does not consist in the mere immer
sion of any individual ; but in the immersion of a believer, on the 
profession of~ faith, in (or into) the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. We must not omit any one of the con
ditions laid down by our Lord in the great commission which He gave 
to His disciples, and through them to His Church " even unto the end 
of the world" (Matthew :x:xviii. 19, 20). There was a minister whom I 
knew very well,-he is dead, and gone to Heaven, now,-but he some
how got into his head the idea that he would baptize his people into the 
name of Christ. I told him that, if any of them afterwards wished to 
join with us in church-fellowship, they would have to be properly 
baptized in the name of the Sacred Trinity. It seems to me highly 
important to use the full formula on every occasion. I was rather 
interested, some time ago, in a letter I had from a Church of England 
clergyman, who had evidently attended several baptismal services at 
the Tabernacle, and who had taken very particular notice ofthe words 
used or omitted by the administrators ; and I was not at all sorry to 
know that we had such a friend anxious to keep us up to the mark 
in the observance of the ordinance. I wonder whether he would 
have appreciated our kindness if we had watched him while b,e was 
sprinkling a baby, and then afterwards had written to him to point out 
his divergences from the New Testament laws and regulations. 

So, you see, brethren, there are circumstances un~er which _re
t,aptism is desirable, or even necessary; but I 1:1hould always exn.mme 
th02e circumstances with great care. We do not want to deserve the 
name of Ana-bapti1:1ts; I have shown you how the clergy of the Ohu:ch 
of England have sometimes earned that title. ( See "'l'ho Question 
(Jak" in l,v;ord and Truwet, February, 1897, page 53.) 

• • • • 
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Q.-lJo you comider that JJfuhwl lmproi-ement 8ocieti,~, and s11,ch-hke 
works among youn.'I men, are rertlly useful, and calculated to add to 1,/,e 
prosperity of t!te Church!" 

A..-They may be ; they should be; THEY ARE NOT. I have never 
seen much good come of them. Classes for the instruction of young 
men, to draw out their talents, and to teach them the Word of God 
more perfectly ;-of these, you cannot have too many. Some 1Iutual 
Improvement Societies appear to be like a certain school of which I 
have heard; someone went to visit it, and finding everything in confu
sion, enquired, "Where are your teachers?" "Oh, sir! '' exclaimed 
the scholars, 11 we don't have no teachers; none of us knows nothing 
at all, and we teaches one another." I am afraid that is often the 
case with those Mutual .Amusement Societies which are obliged to get 
up all manner of entertainments and performances to keep their 
members interested ; but if some really good efficient teacher could 
take charge of the young men, and guide and instruct them in true 
wisdom, these Societies might be, and should be, of the greatest 
possible good. As they are often conducted, I am sorry to say that, 
in many cases, they mutually injure, and do not mutually improve 
those who are connected with them. 

* * * * 
Q.-We are often asked to return thanks for safe delit-ery in childbirth; 

will you kindly suggest a conveni'ent form of words for us to use, as d is 
rather awkward to do so delicate a thing well? 

A..-1 think I should forget it if I were an unmarried man ; or I 
should weave it into the prayer so as not to attract special notice. 
"Lord, there are many here who desire to thank Thee for restoration 
granted to them in times of danger and need." I used to know a 
minister who was very explicit on such occasions. He would make 
use of expressions which I should not care to hear from the pulpit, 
and enter into details of the family life of his congregation, and 
mention the various occurrences of the week, until his people said 
that his prayer was more like a penny newspaper. Let that be a 
warning to you, brethren. 

• * * • 
Q.-What is to be done 1citli those members of tlie church tcho nei·er come 

to the prayer-meetings ? 
A..-If they won't come to the prayer-meetings, you had better 

take the prayer-meetings to them. I mean this ; if you are settled in 
the country, just give out that you intend to be in the har,est-field 
before the men begin work, that you may have o. short prayer-mt·eting 
with them to seek a blessing on the day's labours. Or say that you 
will be there at the close of the day, to thank the Lord for His good
ness, and to praise Him for all His loving-kindness. You will find 
that some of those odds and ends of prayer-meetings, those gatherings 
at unusual times, will be among the best that you have; und the :lir 
will be much purer and sweeter than iu your chapels where the 
windows are hardly ever opened. Anyhow, you nrnst gt•t your peoph-1 
to pray; and the more pmyer-meetings you can hiwe, the bettt>r. 

( 1b be c·o11ti111ud.) 
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~rn. ~- 1- jpurgeon'~ ffitorh-room. 
"It tNM noic da1·k, and Jfsrts wa.s not come to tliem."-John vi. 17. 

t 8 thii,i text is read, I think I can h~~r some sorrowful soul say, 
.. tl. •• That exactl~- expresses my condition ; I am sorely troubled 
and depressed, I se>e no light, and the dear Lord, who used to be so 
near, has withdram1 Himse>lf from me." Shall we talk the matter 
o,er. dear re>ader, and try to find out why you are in the dark, and 
why Jesus does not come? The first question is, "How came you 
there? •• Did the darkness fall upon you from natural co.uses, as the 
night o,ertook these disciples in the boat? Or, did the Lord hid you 
enter int-0 the cloud ? Is your gloom brought about by the deep 
shadows of bodily infirmity ? Or, have you wilfully closed yow· eyes 
and thus shut out the light of Heaven? Give us now Thy wondrou~ 
" Search-light,'' 0 Spirit of God, that we may see our own true 
position: 

'' It 1ra.s norc dark.'' The shades of e,eniag were already falling 
when the disciples left the shore, so the night naturally came upon 
them before they reached "the other side." We do not read that 
they were afraid of the darkness, but they had left their Master on 
the mountain-top, they were lonely and perplexed in His absence, and 
perhaps they were wondering when and where they should next see 
Him.. 

Something like this may be your present experience. It is night 
in _,:iur soul because Jesus is a way; your heart mourns for Him, and 
refuses to be comlorted till once again the light of His face is lifted 
up upon you. Be of good cheer, dear friend, if you are thus longing 
for Him, the darkness will soon be past, and the day-spring will arise 
in your heart. He is already on the way to you, walking on the 
waves of your unrest and sorrow; and it shall be all well with you 
when He re,eals Himself by that sweet word, "It is I, be not afraid.'' 

"It u;a.s nou: dark.'' Sometimes, God sends H£s chi"l<lren into the dark. 
The dispensations of darkness, which try the Lord's people, are often 
His appointment and purpose. An old writer says :-" The uses of 
darkness are manifold ;-to humble us; to convince us of our absolute 
helplessness; to prove to us our momentary need of Divine sustaining; 
to make CJ.rist alone the ground of our hope, and the object of our 
boasting, by bringing the soul off from everything else, that it may 
look <Jnly to Him .. " 

1'nat must you do if God is thus dealing with you? You must 
trust, and not be afraid. " Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
Him." His hand will lead you through the darkness into the light, 
and all the more quickly if you constantly tell Him how sorely your 
h,,art aches with the longing to see again the sunshine of His love. 
Be assured that He will not leave you comfortless, He will come 
to you.. 

"It uas now dark." There iH a darkness which may easily be traced 
to bodily ailments, and a disorde1·ed frame. Depression of spirit is 
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frequently the outcome of oppreAsion of the flesh. Physical weakneAA 
is sometimes the en.use of decrease of spiritual power. And then it is 
that Satan, ever on the alert to vex, if he cannot harm us, takeA 
advantage of our sad condition to insinuate doubts and fears whieh we 
should not tolerate when in vigorouA health. He is at home in the 
darkness, and he peoples it with fancies and phantoms which intenflify 
its blackness. Our souls are like frightened children in a dark room, 
we tremble and are afraid ; but we can cry out, as they do ; and far 
more surely than "Mother" would run to hush and comfort her little 
ones, will our blessed Lord hasten at our call to deliver us from our 
fears, and from "the power of darkness." "Ah, but! " you say, 
"Jesus was not come to them." No, but He was coming; and His 
presence, whether in darkness or in day, is all the blessedness we 
crave. 

"It was now dark." Another sort of darkness is that which we 
voluntarily make for ourselves by wilful blindness. We shut our 
eyes, and cover our heads, and then mourn because we can see no 
light! We ignorantly, or obstinately, hide ourselves in the darkness, 
when God's noontide of love and pity is all around us. Oh, that I 
could so write as to entice some poor soul to open its eyes of faith to 
the sunshine ! 

I know, by sad experience, just what you suffer, and how the dark
ness (from whatever cause) drags you down, and crushes you. You 
do not utterly distrust your Lord, or disbelieve His Word; but there 
is a change come over you, and you cannot tell why, or what it is
The days of song and gladness are left behind, and you seem to live 
now al.most without feeling; you pray,-as a matter of course, but 
there is no real drawing nigh to God in it, no fellowship, for Jesus 
does not come to you. You go about your daily duties, and your work 
for Christ, in a languid, constrained sort of way, which brings no 
blessing to yourself or to others. It is sometimes a question with ~-ou 
whether you are spiritually alive at all, whether you have been mis
taken all along, and are nothing but a shameful hypocrite. _-\..nd the 
very saddest and worst part of it all is, that you are almost contmt to 
go on in this sunless, sleepy, sinful way, and "let things take their 
chance!" 

Ah! this is darkness indeed, a wicked darkness, from which you 
must fly with winged feet. God forbid that you should linger in it 
another moment, for it is the darkness of the shadow of death; and 
the longer you remain in it, the blacker will be the gathering night 
around you. Fly for your life! Jesus is waiting to pardon and. 
restore you. Even as you rend these words, the command comes to 
you, "Awake, tlwu tl1at sleepest, and arise from tl1,· dead, a11d Christ s1Mll 
gii-e tlieo ligltt." 

-II- -II-

LESSOXS l'UO).I THE LA wxs. 
The lawns at "Westwood" must hnve been laid down mnny vears 

ngo. They are growing- old, nnd losing somewhat of their ;.el.ety 
softness nnd beauty by reason of the many nlien g·rowths whieh luise 
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estahlishcd themseh-es amidst tlle grass, checking its development 
and usurping its rightful place. Lea,·ing out the hnttercups aucl 
daisies, I can C'Ollllt more than a dozen varieties of these weedy inter
lopers, whiC'h ha'l"e disfigured and partially destroyed the once-beauti
ful stretches of turf. Sometimes I go out, armed with garden knife 
and basket, and, spreading beneath me a rug or mat, I lay siege to 
thei,e enemics, and endeavour to extirpate the shameless tyrants. 
Alai,! when I ha'l"e expended all my strength, and filled my basket 
-with the remains of the spoilers, I fear no one would know that there 
-was a -weed the less ! 

Notwithstanding this want of success, the occupation has a singular 
charm for me, and I engage in it whenever I have half-an-hour to 
spare from my '\\""ork. It has often soothed a ruffled spirit, calmed an 
anxious mind, and restored the balance of self-control when disturbed 
by some passing annoyance. Like the fabled wrestler, Antreus, whose 
strength was renewed every time he touched the ground, so does this 
quiet rest on Earth's bosom seem to revive my spirits, and recruit my 
failing energy. I suppose we all have some pet idiosyncrasy, and I 
must confess that this of mine is a very curious one ; but I find it 
delightful to be quite alone on the greensward, musing on many 
things, listening to the whisperings of the trees, and the music of the 
bees and birds, while my knife is busily dislodging the unworthy 
tenants of my long-enduring lawns; and many a lesson comes home 
to my heart as I work away at these stubborn weeds, and think," Oh, 
if I could but thus pluck up by the roots the sins of heart and life 
which dishonour the garden of God in my soul! " 

Do you not see the analogy of the one thing to the other? Well, 
I will try to show you how they are related in my own mind. There 
are the dandelions, for instance. Frequently, they defy. all my 
efforts to displace them, they are so strong ; my knife often cuts 
through the long tap-root, leaving a considerable portion in the earth, 
which may become the parent of a very large progeny. What an 
illustration they give of some besetting sin, which has struck its 
baneful root deep down into our very life, until it seems part and 
parcel of our existence! Several times we have thought the noxious 
thing was dead, cut to pieces by the sharp thrusts of our own resolu
tion and self-control; but it has suddenly sprung up again, apparently 
all the more vigorous for the hacking it had received at our hands. 
But shall we therefore despair of its ultimate destruction? Nay, w_e 
will use the knife again and again; or, rather, cry to God to use it 
for us, for the evil growths, which resist our efforts to uproot them, 
cannot exist under the prunings of the Lord. He will break them 
up; His grace in the heart must drive them out at last, for does not 
His .. Word say, "Sin shall not have dominion over you"? 

Then there is a pretty little weed, with soft, tender leaves, whi_ch 
har; a single slender root going straight down into the ground fo~ qm~e 
nine or ten inches, sometimes more. So fine and delicate 1s th~s 
string-like rootlet, that great care ill nq uired in hauling it up, lest it 
should snap, and be broken. The entire plant looks so innocent and 
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~weetly fragile. that one oaks, " Can this be an evil growth? " Ah, 
yes! see how its leavos have overspread the turf, and killed every 
blade of grass beneath them. 

Some transgressions are like that. So pretty and plausible, flO 

modest-looking 11nd insinuating,-channing leaves of delusion on the 
top, but altogether bad within, and anchored deep down in the heart 
by a strong line of habit, which surprises us by the resistance it 
makes when, with opened eyes and eager hands, we seek to wrest it 
from its holdfast. God help us never to leave it growing! 

In contrast to this weed, there is a very prolific little pest, with 
clusters of star-like leaves, which creeps along the surface of the 
lawn, throwing out innumerable suckers wherewith it chokes the 
grass, and ultimately destroys its roots. At certain seasons, there is 
a perfect network of these interlacing stems covering the face of the 
ground, each one b_earing at its extremity a tiny rosette of green 
leaves, and every joint throwing out fat purple rootlets which suck 
the moisture from ths . ear.th on behalf .of this adventurous and 
encroaching plant, 

I liken these to the more open and manifest imperfections and 
faults which mar our character, and hinder the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our heart. Unkind thoughts of others, hasty, sharp words, 
harsh judgments, u.ncontrolle~ tempers, an unforgiving spirit, -how 
all these wicked things intertwine and wreathe themselves in and out 
of our daily life, hindering and checking the sweet influences which 
our God meant should make us perfect in every good work to do His 
will! They need tearing away from our nature; and when once we 
have begun, by God's help, to attempt their removal, we shall be 
startled to see their many ramifications, and how unscrupulously they 
have spread themselves over the greater part of our existence! 

Not many of these little plants are known to me by name, but well 
do I know their nature ; and the trouble they give me in uprooting 
them is a vivid picture of the labour and sorrow caused by sin in a 
heart which would fain be rid of it. 

There is one other weed of which I must tell you ; it has a thicl.: 
tassel of fibrous roots, which resist removal with wonderful strength 
and pertinacity, and, when at last forced to loosen its hold, it gives 
one as much trouble as possible, by bringing with it as large a 
quantity of " Mother Earth" as it can clasp in its thread-like fingers. 
Ah, Lord! these make me think of what patience and forbearance 
Thou hast had with me, when my heart has clung to earth and earthly 
things, even when, in Thy love and mercy, Thou hast been gently 
detaching me from them. Do not tire, Lord, of Thy gracious work, 
but perfect that which concerneth me, for Thy Name's sake! 

Here aud there I find a thistle (sad emblem of sin's cul'se\ aud oYer 
these I have no power·; they must be left till the sharp scythe cuts 
them clown, or the savage teoth of the lawu-mower drag them in.to 
the dust, They remind one of wickedness in high places, of iuiquities 
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unblushing and defiant,----of the tares that are bound up in bundles to 
be burned. 

How 1;;oon would the smooth lawn b<:'collle a rough field without the 
r0nstant rare and labour of the gardener! If he has nny pride in it 
he ,foes not spare the mowing and the heavy rolling which nlone ca~ 
make it beautiful: nor will our Master refrain Hie hand from meting 
0ut to His dear rhildren those afflictions which shnll afterward yield 
·' the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." 0 my heart, thank God when He comes to out down thy 
pride, and pluck up thy evil growths by the roots! It is better for 
thee to suffer an:r pain or chastisement at thy Father's hands, than to 
be left in thy sins to await His anger as a Judge. 

s. s. 

:SY THOMAS SPURGEON, 

"THE PLACE OF PERSPECTION."* 

•• The fa.mons town of Me.nsonl ha.d five gates, in a.t which to come, out at which to 
~o : end these were made likewise answerable to the walls, to ,vit, impregnable, and 
such as conld ne"<"er be opened or forced but by the will and leave of those within. 
The names of the gates were these: Ear-gate, Eye-gate, Mouth-gate, Nose-gate, aud 
Feel-gate." 

"Eye-gate wa9 the place of perspection."-Bunye.n's Holy TfTar. 

, [Y own particular Eye-gate opened its widest, I can tell you, 
~l when Dr. Wilson's extraordinary book appeared before it. 
Then began a slow procession to pass under the upraised portcullis 
of the lashes. First came the yellow cover, which was as the 
e;tandard-bearer of the company. Here was the evangelist (Dr. 
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Till!: COVlsR. 

• E~e-r1ate • or cYalire Art in 11,e B,·a1111tli:alwu of Cl,ina. containing 30 Colour 
H1,pro<luction~ of Chinese Pa.intinga. By WiLLIAM W1i.soN, M:B., of the Chinn lnl&n~ 
:>!ission. Price :!s. (S. W. P ... rtrid~e & Co., to whom we are mdcbted for the lonn o 
the three illustrations.) 
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,Vilson, I presume), pointing to some of the pittures in his hook just 
as denr "John Ploughman" points to hi~ on the covar of ./1,hn 
Plo11,ql1man's Pictures. I noted also a representation of a native 
picture-vendor, and the legend on a lantern. 

Next in the procession cnme six pictures illustrating "the Pearl of 
P11,r11,bles." At first, I wns a little perplexed ns to the order in which 
they marched ; but, of course, the Chinese read from right to lPft. I 
had to call a halt that I might closely inspect these visitors to 
Mansoul. I wanted to take in the curious drawing, the brilliant 
colouring, and the suggestive details. I saw the sca!Ps in which the 

"IIE DIVIDED UNTO THDI HIS LIYI~G." 

younger son's portion was weighed, and jhe sedan chair in which ho 
departed, and the coolie who carried his luggage. (This part ;of 
the parable is illustrated on the next page.) I witnessed the prodigal 
smoking opium in a gambling den, and sitting disconsolate and 
ragged beneath a tree with five such swine about him. Then for 
the father's welcome, and the arraying in a robe at least as bright as 
the one he left in. And what a feast! Father and mother (for God 
is both) at the head of the table,--plates of rice, perhaps, or sweet
meats (instead of the fatted calf), and chopsticks !-while three 
musicians at a side table, with a flute and a zither and a-(no. I must 
not tell you all, or you will not buy the book,) discourse delightful (?) 
melody. The elder brother is evidently still "in the ti.eld. '' ~ .\n 
explanation in Chinese and English accompanies each picture.' 

"March!" I cried, somewhat reluctantly, to this brig1\de: and 
Company No. 2 tramped over tho drawbridge. Six ~triking scenes 



510 TH:, PASTOR
0

B PAGE, 

,. HE TOOK ms JOwRNEY INTO A FAR COUNTRY." (See previous page.) 

concerning Noah and the flood! As they filed slowly past, I 
recognized the patriarch praying, preaching, and ship-building. I 
saw the trees of the forest transformed into a junk, and the junk turned 
into a menagerie. The animals are something out of the ordinary, I 
can assure yo1L (Fortunately, their names are appended.) One 
picture is graphically entitled, '· All Hope gone," and another, "The 
Waste of Waters,"-sad scenes these of deluge and death! No. 6 
depicts the few saved souls, i.e., eight, worshipping, when the waters 
have assuaged. That is a rainbow in the top right-hand corner! 

But the cavalcade must move again. " Quick march! " 1. The 
man in the Horrible Pit. 2. The Deliverance. 3. Feet set upon the 
Rock. 4. \\·alking the Heavenly Road, and singing the songs of 
Zion. 5. No man liveth to himself. Stay a moment, number five! 
"The once lonely pilgrim now leads many in.to the Way of Life, and 
Heaven seems nearer and the truth becomes dearer as he speaks of it 
to others " Such is the suggestive comment on a sketch which, 
des1,ite its quaintness, sends a thrill through the heart. 

And what are these? Six more scen.es,-this time, of the good 
Samaritan.. The traveller is mounted on a pony. His servant 
trudges behind with his goods on a pole. When the thieves appear, 
the faithful (?; henchman disappears, as also does the steed. I can 
c0unt a dozim wounds on the unfortunate merchant in the thii•d 
picture, and thc prie1,t and Levite are to be seen afar off. In number 
four, tl.,e Samal'itan appears, with oil and wine, and stioking-plaater. 
There i1, smuething pathetic about the closing scene, for the con-
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vrtlosoent traveller aits outside the inn, looking fJagerly for the return ,,f 
his true friencl,-and lo, in the clistaoce he appear!'!, though I'm afraid 
the good man cannot see him from where he sits. But per,;pective is 
not a strong point with the Chinese. 

Last, but not least, is a series entitled," The Burden of Rin." This 
is an adaptation, surely, of The Pilgrim's Progress. A poor Chinaman 
struggles with a burden as big as himself: a heathen priest directs 
him to an idol temple, but his ceremonies and fastings by no means 
lessen his load. Then a Christian teacher (Is it Dr. \Vilson again?~ 
directs him to a golden Door. At that he knocks, the Door opens, the 
burden falls, and he goes on his way rejoicing, for Christ has made 
him free. 

But there is, besides these miniature cartoons, many a page of 
deeply-interesting letterpress. Here is a trumpet call to the Church 
to come to the help of China's millions. Here are facts and figures of 
great value, and of awful significance. Here is the story of the Han
chong cartoons, and explanatory notes of each scene, together with 
testimonies from Christian workers who have found them useful. 
Altogether, this unique work is a most valuable addition to missionary 
literature, and should certainly find a place on every minister's 
shelves, and in all missionary libraries. 

But though the book is for English Christians, the pictures are for 
the Chinese. 'Tis well that they are to have pictures of their own ; 
I mean, drawn by their own artists, and embodying their own notions 
and customs. ,I can never forget the Bible scenes with which my 
nursery was hung about, nor the pictures in the big Bible with which 
my boyhood's Sundays were made bright. But what if they had 
been Chinese pictures ! I fear I should have been so taken up with 
the peculiarities that the story and its moral would have been 
forgotten. Our pictures are as strange to the Chinese, I suppose, as 
theirs are to us. In either case, they are foreign. Speaking of the 
effect of English pictures on a Chinaman, Dr. Wilson says:-" .\.rchi
tecture, furniture, clothing, utensils; physiognomy, attitude, customs, 
&c., are all strange to him ; and the one picture affords endless 
objects on which his curiosity can rest, and the mind, which should 
have been free to take in the thoughts of the speaker, is so engrossed 
with the accidental features of the picture, as to leave him in absolute 
ignorance of what the preacher has been speaking about." The 
remedy has been found in translating Bible scenes into Chinese art. 
Noah is localized, and the Good Samaritan is celestial-ized; the 
prodigal wears a pig-tail, and the father looks like a Mandarin. 

And how are these cartoons received? With great delight,-as the 
testimonies prove. And now, thousands of these pictures in the form 
of tracts are being issued; 125,000 are already in the Flowery Land. 
The full-sized cartoons a1·e being lithographed on linl'n, and will soon 
be in the hands of missionaries and native teachers. Christian friends 
in England are volunteering to oolour these cartoons, and ere long, 
Eye-gate will be besieged in the name of Immanuel as it has never 
been before. God grn.nt that " the plnce of perspeetion" may 
speedily yield! Soon m1,y that be fultilled which is written in the 
wondrous dream:-" Thon snid the Princo to tho town of 1Lmsoul 
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ngRin. 'I will draw up My forces before Eye-gate to-morrow, and so 
will march forwards into thE> town of Mansoul. I will possess Myself 
of your eastle of Mansoul, and will set My soldiers over you; yea, I 
mll do things in Mansoul that cannot be paralleled in any nation 
rountry, or kingdom under Heaven.'" It is further written:-" T~ 
betoken how joyful they were, they strewed the street from Eye-gate 
to the Castle-gate, the place where the Prince should be." May this 
al~o rome to pass, and that right early ! 

'' jccst theu this woman P " 
A SERYOX, DELf"l""ERED AT ST. MARTIN'S HALL, LONG ACRE, ON WEDNES

DAY E,ENIXG, SEPTEMBER 3RD, 1856, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

FORWARDED BY T. W. MEDHURBT, CARDIFF. 

"Seest thou this woman? "-Luke vii. 44. 

OTI Lord was no great favourite with the Pharisees; He ·was too 
honest for them ; He too often reproved their self-righteousness, 

and warned them of the impossibility of their being saved by their 
o= good works; therefore, they always disdained His company, and 
dei;pised Him. But, on this occasion, we find Him in the house of a 
Pharisee. If I read aright, this man, whose name was Simon, had 
been a leper, and he was one of the many whom our Saviour had 
restored, therefore he felt some degree of affection for the Saviour's 
peri;on. out of gratitude for the marvellous cure which Jesus had 
wrought upon him; and he therefore invited Jesus Christ to his 
honse, but not, as Matthew the publican did, to a feast which he had 
made especially in honour of Him. Our Saviour went to the Pharisee's 
house on this ground, that there was something hopeful in Simon's 
case. He was at least grateful for the temporal mercy he had received; 
and though our Saviour would, perhaps, rather have sat down with 
the publican, He chose not to refuse the invitation of the Pharisee; 
teachiDg us that, although we ought to visit the good for our own 
profit, yet we ought also to visit the hopeful for their profit, and in 
hope that God may bless the visit to their salvation. However, so ill 
was the welcome which Jesus received, that Simon even forgot to 
bring Him the much-needed basin and ewer, from which He might 
refresh with water His weary feet; he forgot to give also to His cheek 
the usual kiss of hospitality, betokening His welcome. In fact, Simon 
treated Jesus most disrespectfully,-in any way but that which the 
Lord deserved at his hand. But our blessed Master kept His seat at 
the Pharisee's table; He was not offended, as some of us might have 
been ; teaching us that we ought to be careless of the mere punctilios 
of life, and that we ought not always to insist on every point of 
e:ourtesy, and every iota of that which is called "politeness." If we 
C;an clo good thereby, we should not mind rude things, but put up 
with them, bear with them, and say nothing about them ; but by 
holding our peace, hope that our great end, the end of doing good, 
will be imlJserved. 

Ifow,"ver, what Simon forgot to do, or what he omitted intentionally, 
wa8 clone by a wom!l.n. There was one outside the door, who had 
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more love to Jesus in her heart than there could have been m a 
thousand hearts such as Simon's. " Seest thou this woman?" She 
passed by the door, and looked within; she thought she saw her 
blessed Saviour reclining with His feet towards the door. She looked, 
and looked again; and when she perceived that it was He and no 
other, she sped home as quickly as she could, and reached down from 
the place where she kept it, a choice "alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious," which had never been opened. Her love 
dictated to her the thought that she would "break the box," and 
pour the precious ointment upon Him, and that she would "wash His 
feet with tears," and "wipe them with the hairs of her head." She 
came running back. Yes, it was, most assuredly, her blessed Lord, 
and there were His dear feet! But the Pharisee saw "this woman", 
and he scowled upon her ; she scarcely dared come within the portal 
of the Pharisee's house ; but, at last, she made a bold venture, and 
approached her Lord ; and, oh! when she saw the feet of that Man 
whom she loved so much, her tears began to fall in torrents upon His 
feet ; and seeing she was well washing them with her tears, she undid 
her glorious tresses (with which, no doubt, she had aforetime entrapped 
many a soul), and she made a towel of her hair; and she kissed His 
dear feet again and again, in a very rhapsody of love, scarcely knowing 
what she did, so lost was she in her affection for the dear Saviour 
who had been pleased to forgive her all her thousands of sins, and to 
make her one of His very own. 

Simon "saw" that woman ; he thought it was an improper act for 
any' woman to kiss the feet of Jesus, but more especially for such a 
woman to do so ; and he thought within himself, " What : that 
woman? I have known her; she has been one of the worst of all 
women; yet Jesus lets her kiss His feet. Ah'. I would not endure 
that touch, not I ; I would spurn her from mine house. She ! she 
contaminates this room; she stains the very floor of my pure domicile ! " 
He would fain have cried, " Begone, woman, begone this very 
moment ! '' But he said within himself, " This man, if He were a 
prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is 
that toucheth Him: for she is a sinner." But Jesus knew his 
thoughts, and turning to him, said, "Simon, I have somewhat to say 
unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. There was a certain 
creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, 
and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both. Tell Me therefore, which of them will love him 
most ? " Simon, not seeing the drift of the parable, " answered and 
said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most." '' And He said 
unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And He turned to the woman, 
and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman ? I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest Me no wate1· for My feet ; but she hath washed 
My feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou 
gavest Me no kiss; but this woman since the time I came in hath not 
ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but 
this woman hath anointed My feet with ointment. ·wherefore I say 
unto thee, Her sins, which are many, 1ue forg-iYen; for she lLWt:>d 
much: but to whom little is forgiven, the Sil.Ille loveth little. And 
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He sR.id unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they thnt sat at meat 
with Rim begRn to sRy within thetnselves, Who is this that forgiveth 
sins nlso? And He said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go 
in pNtC'e." The woma.n, who doubtless had stood motionless to catch 
e,ery word her Sa,iour said, and with tears still coursing down her 
cheeks, went awa, blessed. 

,Ye are about 'to do what Jesus exhorted Simon to do, to look at 
this woman; and ns we look at her, we shall see four things in her. 
First, Seest thou this woman's sin ~ Secondly, seest thou abounding 
_qm('e ~ Thirdly, seest thou fervent lore pi·oduced by abounding grace? 
And, fourthly, seest thou piou.s ,corks the fruit of fen-ent love ? And 
then further, seest thou abounding sin, more abounding grace, fervent 
lo,e and good works, all backed up with the remarkable statement 
'· ,eril~- I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached i~ 
the whole world, th.ere shall also this, that this woman hath done, be 
told for a memorial of her"? (Matthew xxvi. 13.) 

I. First, then, we have before us to-night, THIS WOMAN'S SIN: 

•• Seest thou this woman ? " 
She was a woman whom the Pharisee would have left on the other 

side of the street ; and as he passed her, he would have cursed her in 
his heart, and called her, by way of compliment, "Dog," or, if he had 
been very hard-hearted, something worse than that. He would have 
wished that the wind from her side of the way should never blow on 
him, but that he might always be on that side, from which, perhaps, 
some holy wind might sweep a little blessed piety from him, and 
haply blow it upon her. When she walked along the street, good 
men seemed abashed, and looked, and went their way. She had often 
been reproved, she had often been warned, doubtless ; but still she 
kept on in the paths of sin and infamy. I cannot tell you whether she 
had broken her mother's heart, or whether she had brought her 
father's grey hairs prematurely to the grave. I cannot tell you how 
many hWJdreds she had deluded, how many she had snared, and how 
far she herself had plunged in wickedness. It is enough to say that 
she was one who merited above many, because of her open sin, that 
term, "a sinner." Yet our Saviour said to Simon, "Look at this 
woman '. Look at her '. Do not be ashamed, she will not hurt you ; 
look at her! " It is not at all times well to look at sin; but, dear 
friends, I bid you also to look at this woman ; for here, " where sin 
abounded, grace doth much more abound," so that the sting of sin is 
taken away. Look at her, look at her! nay, turn not away, turn 
thine eye here: " Seest thou this woman ? 1

' Come, fix: thy gaze upon 
her for one moment, as she was in all her sin and iniquity; come, 
look at her! "But why," sayest thou, "why must I look at her, and 
see her great sin ? " 

I answer, first, look at her that you may pity her. It does us good, 
s0metimeF, to see great sin, that we may learn to pity those who have 
been so far led astray as to indulge in it. Nowadays, we have a lot 
of mawkish mod,"sty in our churches; ministers must not think of 
telling the people about the sins that exist all around them. Accord
ing to common thought, we must not call a man "adulterer" or 
"fornicator" now; 1;uch words are not polite! I say,-Out on such 
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modesty ; it is devil's modesty. If men sin, let us tell them plainly 
of their deeds; and if they be sinners, let us talk to them plamly of 
their sins. Many fo the present day are so gentlemanly that they 
think, for them to go after a poor drunkard, and pie;k him up in the 
streets, would entail inevitable disgrace upon them. To go out at 
midnight, and gather the outcasts off the streets, and bring them into 
the Dormitory, that they may be reclaimed ;-oh, we are too great, 
we are too good for that sort of work t We have such fine ideas of 
oUI'selvea that we cannot stoop to pick up men, though our Saviour 
stooped all the way from Heaven to save OUI' souls. I admire what I 
heard Mr. Gough say once, " W o shall never do much good till we go 
down into the kennel of sin, and run our arms right down into the 
filth, in order to pull men and women out." I am persuaded that it is 
not the ordinary style of gentlemanly preaching, nor the ordinary 
style of gentlemanly acting, that is required; we must go down into 
the dens and kennels, into the alleys and coUI'ts. We must climb the 
creaking stairs, and enter the dismal garret; we· must go after the 
loathsome, the wicked, and the corrupt. The good need not OUI' 
sympathies, but the evil demand them. Therefore should we seek the 
evil most, and go after them, if haply we may be made the means of 
the salvation of their souls. 

I say to thee, dear friend, " Seest thou this woman ? " .ls she 
flits by thee in the street, pray for her. If thou canst not say any
thing to her, put up a prayer to God/or her. Despise her not in thy 
heart, but pity her ; for fallen though she be, she is a woman yet. 
Ah ! she is such a woman still that, in spite of all her sin, she may 
one day sing in Paradise, as loudly as John himself, if God shall ha,e 
mercy on her soul. Therefore, pass her not by with thy lip curled, 
and with thine eye averted ; but pity her, pity her still Look do-wn 
on her, not with contempt, but with the eye of compassion. Seek to 
do what thou canst to raise her, remembering that in the self-same 
image in which thou wast created, she was created, and, fallen though 
she be, she is still one of God's creatures, as thou art; therefore thou 
oughtest to love and seek to save her. There are many person>', 
whom you would keep clear of on earth, whom you will find in 
Heaven ; and, mayhap, sirs,-God grant it may not be so '.-those you 
despise may be there, and you yourselves cast out; for many a time 
has it been proved to be true, that the publicans and the harlots enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven before the self-righteous, who think them
selves so much their superiors. " Seest thou this "\>oman?" Sinner 
though she be, look on her, that thou mayest pity her. 

There is another reason why thou shouldst see '' this "\>Oman" in all 
he; sin, and not be ashamed to look at her. Look 11t her that thou 
mayest humble thyself before God. Remember that all that " this 
woman" is, thou mightest have been. "Nay," sayest thou, "I ne,er 
could sin as ,she did; I could never go astray as slw has :done." 
What! art thou so proud as to think thine henrt good, when the 
Scriptlll'e tells thee that, "Tho heart is do(!eitful above all thing;:, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?-'' I tell the0, mnn, if thc1u 
hadst been in the same circumst1tJ1ces as hers, trn,l lwd the stunc' 
tempta.tions, thou mightest have fallen sooner than she did, nnd have 
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g0ne yet fnrtlwr astra~·. though haply still thou mightest lmve been 
called ''respectable". while thou wert the greater sinner of the two. 
You say, "I ne,er would ha,e sinned like that!'' God help you if 
that is how you talk! You may have sinned just so ere many d~ys 
ha,e gone. "Indeed," say you, "I never should sin and go astray 
as she has done." Beware ! " Pride goeth before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall." Consider thyself, "lest thou also be 
tempted.'" E,en good men and good women have not always kept 
clear of great sins, take heed that thou boast not thyself too much 
lest some sad fall bring thee also down. Oh, sometimes, when I se~ 
some of the worst characters in the street, I feel as if I could break 
my heart with tears of gratitude that God has never let me act as they 
ha,e done! I have thought, if God had let me alone, and had not 
touched me by His grace, what a great sinner I should have been ! 
I should ha,e run to the utmost lengths of sin, dived into the very 
depths of e,il, nor should I ha,e stopped at any vice or folly, if God 
had not stopped me. I feel, if you do not, that I should have been a 
very king of sinners, if God had let me alone. And, believe me, so 
would you, if grace had not restrained you, or circumstances had not 
kept you from open sin. If you had not been guarded by parents, 
fettered by the bond of grace, as I trust many of you are, you too 
might ha,e been there, as well as "this woman" on whom you look 
with scorn. Therefore, I beseech you, humbl_e yourselves before God, 
and look up, and bless His holy name that He has made you to differ. 
Remember John Bradford's exclamation; when he looked out of the 
window, and saw a murderer on the road to Tyburn, he used to say, 
'' There goes John Bradford, but for the grace of God ! " And none 
know what black crimes we might commit, even in the next twenty
four hours. ii so,ereign mercy did not stop us, or at least if circum
stances did not prevent us. Then, "seest thou this woman?'' It is 
a sight of great and aggravated guilt ; but look at her carefully; and, 
lodring thus, imitate her not, save in her penitence; but, I beseech 
thee, humble thyself, and pity her. 

II. Secondly, '' Seest thou this woman?" SHE IS A TROPHY OF 

.ll!Ol:11-rJI:'\G GRACE. 

Though this woman was once the worst of sinners, see, she now 
stand.a there weeping ! Why? Because Jesus Christ has blotted out, 
as a thick cloud, her transgressions, and, as a cloud, her sins, and 
now she is one of the trophies of sovereign grace. Of old, when 
R-0man conquerors came home from the wars, they rode in a chariot 
drawn by milk-white chargers, and had the captive monarchs led in 
chains before them, while banners taken from the foe, and riches they 
had obtained from every city they had ransacked, were carried along in 
triumph. The Romans crowded their house-tops to see the pageant go 
through the street, and showered down roses on the conquerors as they 
rode along. Oh ! I can tell you of a triumph soon to come, when 
Christ shall ride through the streets of Heaven, with the spoils of hell's 
dominion, with sinners whom He has ransomed ; with spoils of 
garments washed in blood, lllade whiter than driven snow; not with 
wen who are made slaves, but with men emancipated; and among 
these trophies, in that great day, will be found "this woman" to 
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whom Christ forgave so much. She will he led along Heaven'R gr,lrlen 
stroots as a special wonder of God's grace, while 1tng,;Js rJap th,;ir 
wings, and glorified saints shout "Hallelujah!" becaus,; so g-rnat a 
sinner has been snatched from hell, and madrJ an heir r,f I[8 ,w8n. 
Come, then, and look at "this woman,'' upon whom ang8h shall one 
clay gaze with wonder and a.mazemont, seeing in her so astoundina an 
instance of sovereign grace and mercy ! '"' 

See tlte sovereignty of grace. Why was" tltis woman" chr,sen? There 
doubtless were many harlots in Jerusalem at that time; hut, ,o far as we 
know, unto none of them was Jesus sent, save unto one of the worst 
of them, "this woman." Many there were who were good and amiahle, 
but unto none of them did mercy come, but unto " this woman ... who 
was a sinner." Why was that? Echo answers, "Why ? " Goel only 
knows why; it was His sovereignty. He gives where He pleases, 
even to the most undeserving, that it may be seen that it is not of debt 
or of works, but wholly and entirely of His own rich sovereign grace. 

Let me tell you a parable. The angel of mercy one day descended from 
Heaven, and when he alighted on earth, he walked along the streets. 
He saw the Pharisee bind on himself his phylactery, and make broad the 
border of his garments, and the angel hastened by saying, "I have no 
blessing for him, for he thinks he has no need of mercy." He went a little 
further, and there was the Rabbi turning over the books, and ponder
ing their pages. He was wise, ay, very wise, for he had the key of 
knowledge; but he himself would neither enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, nor suffer others so to do ; and the angel of mercy clapped 
his wings, and said, "I have not been sent to you, for you know no 
need of mercy." He went a little further. There was the devotee at 
his penance, trying to work out a righteousness of his own by torturing 
his own flesh ; and the angel said, " I am not sent to you ; for you, it 
seems, can pardon your own sins by penance, and blot out your own 
guilt by your own sufferings." Then, as the angel went along. he 
heard the voice of one who said, '' I the chief of sinners am, and I 
need the mercy of God." He listened; it was in a lonely room up
stairs where the pleading voice was heard. There could be no doubt 
as to the awful trade that woman had carried on ; but there she was, 
kneeling by her bedside; the tears were rolling down her cheeks, and 
her heart was ready to burst within her. The angel stopped, and 
listened, and he heard her tell a tale of infamy that almost made his 
holy mind shudder. He marked her, as she repeated all her grie,ous 
offences, and wept before God, and asked for pardon; and the angel 
paused just for a moment, and looked at her, wondering that God 
should send him down to her. He thought within himself, "Is this 
the woman?" and he turned to the roll on which her name was written, 
and found she was indeed the very one, and he whispered in her ears 
sweet words of comfort. He, by the Holy Spirit, applied to her some 
precious promises of the "\Vorel, and she rose from her knees, and cried, 
"I am forgiven! I am forgiven! I'm n miracle of grnce ! '' Stop, 
angel, stop, ere thou goest, answer me this question, " \Vhr didst thou 
fly thither? Why didst thou not enter into the palt,ees of kings, or 
into the houses of courtiers? "\-Vhy not stop at full many a merchant':,; 
house in that busy street?" The angel nnswors, "I had no 0rrn1H1 

35 



518 " SEEST THOU THIS WOMAN ? " 

there; I was sent to the chief of sinners, for thero was I most required. 
Those otlwrs beli0,ed that the.)· did not need mercy, th0rofore I went 
not h1 them; hut 'this woman' knew she was a sinner, and sought 
forgi,en,0 ss from the Lord, so I came to bring a pardon for her from 
her 8-a'""iour.'' Bfllo,ed, admire the sovereignty of God's grace, thnt 
1-lt> giws His pardon just where He pleases, entirely irrespective of 
men. '' Haw I not a right to do what I will with Mine own?" is the 
question God always seems to ask. He is ever saying, "I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will ha,e compassion." 

See next, the va.st extent of tl1~ ato11emmt, which could wash such a 
sinner "whiter than snow.'' She w11.s very sinful, very sinful indeed 
yet all her sins were washed out by the Saviour's blood. We need 
the Saviour·s blood to wash ow· sins away; and "this woman " did not 
need any more than that. That which will just suffice for us, sufficed for 
her. too. Let me picture a scene. There is the " fountain opened 
for sin and for uncleanness." The invitation is given, "0 ye sinners, 
comL' and wash: " Here comes a man who has, by Divine grace, been 
led to see his lost estate, but who has been preserved from open 
immorality; he comes to the fountain,-a pure, spotless character, in 
the eye of the world ; black, however, in his own esteem. He washes, 
and as he comes out of the fountain, whiter than driven snow, he 
sings a song of grateful praise, and blesses God. But, lo, here comes 
another: see, he is blacker than the one who went before; he has 
committed sins that men have seen. Will the fountain suffice for him, 
too? See, he plunges in, and comes out as white as the first one. See, 
there comes another, and he is black from head to foot ; he is deeply 
stained with sin; he is all unholy, unclean, nothing else but sin. 
Will that blood cleanse him? Will that bath suffice for him ? Surely 
it may wash away a part of his guilt, but it cannot wash away all 
1:is blackness. Mark, be attentive ! Look down, ye angels! That black 
sinner steps into the bath, he is buried in its flood; he comes up, and oh, 
I see him '. Who is this that cometh up from the washing fair and clean? 
Who is this that riseth up from the fountain, washed throughly from 
his iniquity, and cleansed from his sin? See, again, there comes" this 
woman : " She also plunges into the fountain, and she is washed, 
and made clean. Black she was, yea, black as hell when she went 
down; but white she is, yea, white as Heaven now she has come up 
from the cleansing flood. Admire, then, the mighty power of the 
atoning blood. Instead of disputing about whether the atonement 
be giceneral or particular, enquire whether it has been applied to you. 
Instead of asking the extent of the atonement, ask whether it has 
t:xtended to your soul, whether it has washed you, whether you have 
heen baptized into its cleansing stream, and have been made pure. 
If you 1a vt; not been cleansed in the fountain of atoning blood, how
EevE:r grr:,it that atrmement, it avails nothing for you. You are lost, 
lobt, J,,r;t, unle1,e the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses you from all sin. 

ffoe, once more, " this woman " as an instance of abundant grace, 
and r<:gard 1er as a trop!ty of tlte Holy Spirit's power as well as of the 
pr,wE:r uf rr:demption. This poor woman was excessively vile, and she, 
f,.r t11r: Jfoly Spirit's influence, was made penitent. If there could 
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step upon this pllltform some wondrous man, who should tell you that 
he could work miracles, who should bring l,.,fore you a pii,ce of 
adamant, and Ray, "Adamant, dissolve!" and the adamant should 
immediately run away in drops, what would you say of that man? If, 
next, he should present to you a piece of ebony, and by simply saying 
to it, "Be white! " the ebony should immediately turn to snowy 
whiteness, what would you Ray of that man? ,vould you not sa.y 
that he possessed powers, mighty and marvellous, beyond those of any 
other mortal man ? Such was the power of the Holy Spirit in this 
woman's heart. She had doubtless heard of Jesus, yes, and probably 
she had laughed at Him many a time. What! she turn religionist? 
What ! she wash the feet of Jesus? Ah, no ! she scorned any such 
idea as that. The Pharisee passed by, and sneered at her ; was she 
going to turn penitent to be such a hypocrite as she believed him to 
be ? The Saviour approached, and perhaps she thought He had 
nothing for her, so she went on her way. I have often wondered 
how it was that this poor woman came to be converted. George 
Whitefield hat, a very curious passage on this subject in one of his 
sermons, I must refer to it because it is a very singular thought of his. 
He says that, one day, Jesus was preaching in the Temple, and he 
supposes this woman to have been Mary the sister of Martha. For once, 
the good man was mistaken, as the name of " this woman " is, for good, 
and wise, and kind reasons, not known, but Whitefield says: One day, 
Jesus was preaching in the Temple, and Martha came to hear Him;-
a very good, staid sort of woman she was ;-and, hearing Jesus, she 
thought within herself, " If I could get my poor sister Mary to come 
to hear this preacher, I should not wonder if she would be converted." 
So Martha went home, and said, "Mary, a man is preaching a sermon 
in the Temple, do come and listen to Him." "Oh, no!" answered 
Mary, "I would not go to hear a sermon." Then Martha began to 
use such winning arts, Whitefield tells you of them, but I dare not. 
"Ay, do come,'' she said, "He has such a voice, there is such mellow
ness in it; never man spake like this Man. There is so much grandeur 
and nobility about Him; do come and see Him." So poor Mary went 
off to see and hear this wonderful Man, and she tried to get a glimpse 
of Him over the heads of the crowd. Presently, this Man fixed his 
eyes on her, arid looked at her specially apart from all the rest of the 
people, He stretched out His hands, and said, " Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Mary 
started, for she thought, " He knows I am labouring and heavy-laden, 
too." Then the Preacher went on to tell a story about a prodigal son, 
who had gone far asti:ay, and wasted his living with harlots. '' Ah ! " 
thought Mary, "that is my case; have not I gone far astray?" 
He told of the loving father receiving and forgi'l'ing thnt prodigal 
son ; and Ma,ry stood, nnd, as she listened, she wept. So she went to 
Jesus, and He said that her sins might yet be forgiven, for He was 
the Son of man who had power on earth to forgin~ sins : nnd Mary 
believed on Jesus, and He sent her on her wny rejoicing. This may 
have been the way " this woman" wns convertl'l'l. 'rlrnt. hliwe'l't'r, 
we cannot tell; but certninly it was by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and we cannot but ndmire and adore that mighty power whieh can 
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break or dissoh-e hearts of adamant., and convert the worst of men, 
and the worst of women, so that they become the very best and 
brightest of saints. 

J 11st one other remfll'k, nnd then I will not detain you longer upon 
this hend It is this : as "this woman " was an instance of sovereign 
gral'e, 1,0, {( roe are saud, 1£1' 11111-st a1l he sared hy the .rnme ,qrace tluit saved 
her. If you go to Hea,en, you must elbow pick-pockets, and walk 
side by 1,ide with thiews and drunkards; I mean, with persons who were 
once 1,uch: but they ar,, washed, but they are sanctified, but they are 
jmtified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God, 
There is onl:r one road to Heaven for the chimney sweep and for Queen 
Victoria. There is only one path to glory for the poor and for the 
rich. for the moral and the immoral. There is but one gate to Paradise 
and we must all be saved in the same fashion. " What!" says one, "a~ 
I to say the same prayer as this woman? Am I to go down on my knees 
as humbly as she?" Y.es; there is not a girl in your Dormitory, there 
is not a woman in a Penitentiary, but if she come to God, she must 
come on the same footing as the best of us ; and if we come to Christ, 
we must come just as she does. She comes with nothing at all, for 
she has nothing to bring; and we must come with nothing at all, too ; 
v.-e must all alike plead for God's mercy, all alike rely simply on God's 
grace. If we are not willing to come that way, we must take the 
consequences ; for there is no other way. If we will not have that, 
we must take the direful alternative of being lost. 

III. Now, thirdly, "Seest thou this woman's" FERVENT LOVE? 

Come, lukewarm souls, I have something to show you ; I have some
thing to make you marvel ! You do not love your Saviour much. You 
say you do, you make a profession of it; but you do not love Him 
much. Come, now, I am going to show you a specimen of fervent 
love. Shall I tell you how "this woman" came to Jesus ? She would 
never have wept for all the scoldings that could have been given to 
her. Her's was fervent love; but she would never have loved Christ 
for all the exhortations that might have been bestowed upon her. 
Her's was fervent love ; but she would never have loved Jesus Christ 
for all the lectures of the most learned Pharisees, or the most in
tellectual Rabbis. What was it broke this woman's heart, and made 
her weep in penitence ? It was nothing but love; and in that word 
there is a mighty power. There are very few who know how to spell 
that word so as to use it aright. Some think that, to reform the 
world, chains and fetters are fine things. Ay, sirs, ye shall use 
all the iron in the world before ye shall reform it in that manner. 
Some think that gibbets are noble things to exalt the character of our 
nation. Ay, they may hang us all, and yet they shall not have bettered 
us ; and they may sweep away one half of this our race, but the other 
hali shall murder j m,t as much for all that. There is little good wroug:ht 
by harsh means; and if you think you are going to reclaim 
people by looking surlily at them, you think altogether wrong. I 
would advi1;e you to try to light a fire with a pail of water, and when 
you have done that, you are likely to convert a poor wanderer by 
frrJwning at her. I have often admired the manner in which some of 
rJur diviner; go to work to convert heretics; it reminds me of the story 
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of a Quaker, who went to Romo with the firm intention of converting 
the l'ope. "\Vhen he arrived there, aud got aurli1 nee of hi~ 1Jnholiness, 
he said to him, "Friend PopP, I have come here to convr,rt thee; and 
in order to begin aright, I will tell thee thou art sure to be damned, 
for thy church is Babylon, and thou wilt he lost." The Pope is said 
to have replied, "Friend, I am much obliged to thee; and I have 
also to say to thee that, if thou art not out of my dominions in four
and-twenty hours, I will roast thee alive!" That was about the end 
of the poor Quaker's mission, because he began at the wrong enrl. He 
might have had very little success if he had begun at ar::y other end; 
but he destroyed all hope by beginning as he did. So, no doubt, 
some of you think you could reclaim some of the worst of characters; 
do you not? Yet, perhaps, you would make them ten times worse than 
they are now, and make confusion worse confounded. But our Saviour 
was loving and kind to this woman, and that broke her heart. One 
soft word will often break bones more swiftly than e. hard blow. He 
who would stand against a sabre cut, falls before the blow of one word 
of kindness. Kindness bath the arm of a giant; love is mightier 
than the sword; ay, more forcible than cannon, or all the armaments 
of war, are the words of Christian affection and love of humanitv. 
This woman loved because she had been loved; so, I doubt not, .;e 
love Jesus Christ, because He first loved us. 

Note, further, this woman's love had one particular about it that I 
wish every one of us had; it made her 1:ery penitent. l have 
sometimes heard persons talk so :fl.ippan~ly of loving Christ that I have 
been disgusted. I do not object, e.s some do, to those lines beginning, 
"Dear Jesus," because I read in the Bible of God's dear Son; but I 
have heard some people se.y, "dear" "precious" "sweet Lord," in 
their ordinary conversation, larding all their speech with pious 
utterances about Jesus which they do not mean. until I have been 
heartily sick of it all, and I have thought it would be better for them 
to cry now and then. To weep, instead of talking so much, would be a 
far better sign and proof of their love. This woman, while she loved 
her Lord, loved Him with tears, not with words. She did not come 
canting and whining, e.nd saying "I love Thee, my dear Lord." No, 
she " stood at His feet behind Him weeping, e.nd began to wash His 
feet with tears." That is the true way of loving Christ. We should 
always remember that, however familiar our alliance is with Him, 
there is e. very great distinction between a man and Christ ; that, 
however closely we a.re to approach Him, we are only creatures yet. 
and it does not become us, as some do. to make ourselves as familiar 
with Christ as if He were nothing better than we are. If we love 
Him, our love should bo accompanied with penitence, and also with 
becoming reverence. 

Mark, once more, tliis woman's loi-e 1cas a i·ery bold lore. Sho "kissed 
His feet." It was a bold stroke, aftor all, to come and kiss Christ's 
feet before that company. I havo no doubt sho tlitte,l rouud ti.bout 
the door for some time, just liko some poor robin t1tpping 11.t the 
window in winter-time, and then, if you op,,u it, it will tly n way. 
afraid to como into th,, house. "This woman" s11.w tlrn S,1vinur. nud 
oh, how she wante,l to come to Urn'. Oh, if she might but comt, 
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behind Him and weep ! But it was n bold., bold doed to come in at 
all; for it was Simon's house, and Simon had no (loubt often sneered 
at her. It was the Pharisee's house, and most likely he would put 
her out. Betsides, kind as Jesus was, she might think that perhaps lie 
would not bear such eompany as hers, and would bid her at once be
gone. Still. she boldly comes. Ah, ye timid Christians, this woman 
shames you'. Therl' is not half the difficulty in your way that there 
was in this woman's : yet how often you a.re ashamed of your Saviour! 
You do not eome out and eonfess Hirn.; you have not joined the 
church °'"et. 0 sirs, let this woman teach you a lesson ! See her • 
she is ~ot ashamed of Jesus. I beseech you, be not ye ashamed of 
your Lord : yet be not impudent, for she was not ; she "stood at His 
feet behind Him weeping ; '' not before Him, but behind him. While 
we own our Lord, let us come behind Him, weeping ; showing 
boldness, but yet ev:dencing our humility. May we have such love 
as this! 

I,. Fourthly, " Seest thou this woman's " aoon WORKS ? 
Where,-er graee eomes, it brings good works after it, if it be true 

graee. God's lo°'"e in oux hearts will be sure to beget holy works 
toward Jesus. This woman did deeds of affection: but I will not dwell 
on that, as I ha,e hinted at it before. But she also did deeds of 
humility. Some, if they joined oux churches, would not be content to 
kiss Christ's feet. Xo; they would want to :fill the highest offices; 
we must make them ministers or deacons, they must be great amongst 
us. But " this woman " loved her Lord so much that she thought it 
a great honoux to kiss His feet. I have heard of a young man who 
said that he wanted to serve Christ, but when he went to the Sunday
school and they gave him a class of very young children, he said, 
"0~ I am not going to teach such a class as that!" So he went off. 
He was not at all like "this woman." It was a very menial employ
ment to wash the feet of Jesus ; but she thought herself honoured 
when she did that. I have read of some good minister, who once said 
that all good deeds done for Christ were alike in honour. Said he, 
"If there were two angels in Heaven, and God should send them 
down to earth, and tell one of them to sweep a street-crossing, and 
the other to rule an empire, the two would have no choice which to do, 
so long as they knew they could honour God in whatever they did."' 
So if you love your Master, you will never be ashamed to do anything 
fo; Him. I do not know that you would even scorn the Midnight 
Mission; you would not even loathe that, though, methinks, that 
must be the hardest work of all. Though I would not unduly honour 
man, yet I must honour that man who is not ashamed to pace the 
streets of London, night after night, to lay hold of the outcast and 
forlorn, and compel them to come in, to hear the voice of mercy, and 
be rer,cued from their sins. "This woman" would not have blushed 
to do that work il it had been in her power, for she washed the 
Saviour's feet. 

This woman's good works were also very extravagant works. She 
"brought an alabaster box of ointment.'' Mark says, "an alabaster 
box of ointuient of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, 
and poured it on Hir; head.'' She did not wait to take the lid off, 
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"she brake the box." Why did she not take the lid ,,ff·, Becau~8 
she wanted to givo all to Ohri11t; so "she brake the box, ,inrl pr,urerl 
the ointment on His head." It was extravagant to kis11 ffi11 fe,,t, anrl 
to wash them with her tears, and to "wipe them with the hairs ,,f b8r 
head." But, mark you, there is no true love that is nr,t a little 
extravagant. I never knew true love, even to our fellow-creatures, 
that was not a little extravagant sometimes; and certainly there can 
be no true love to God that is not extravagant. " Oh ! " says on<-, " I 
never do an extravagant thing ! " I never said you did, I never 
thought you did; I daresay you do not, for you have not mu,:h lr,ve 
to Jesus Christ. Many think that those are mad who try to serve 
their • Master a little better than others. If we were all such 
Christians as we ought to be, we should be set down as insane 
directly; for we should perform such deeds of love to Christ, that 
even our fellow-members would say, "Surely they must be mad to do 
such things as these." It is a mercy so to act, sometimes, and let the 
men of the world think us mad if they like. It is my firm c:onviction 
that much of the so-called religion of this age is not worth having. 
I have seen this religion in sorue of those who, while they stand up 
to perform all kinds of offices in the sanctuary, who are even deacons 
or churchwardens, if they were asked to give to any institution, would 
look at you as if you were picking their pocket, and start you from 
their houses. I ask, "How dwelleth the love of God in such men as 
these?'' God's religion would make better men and better women of 
us all, and more earnest men and more earnest women; and, I trow, 
it would make us extravagant sometimes, and would make us do 
extraordinary deeds, which the world would say were nothing but 
sheer, downright madness. But we should not mind; we should 
know how to spell wisdom where the world would only read folly. 
" l'his woman " did humble deeds, and she did extravagant ones into 
the bargain. 

I must also say another thing: this woman did a deed of seU~dmial. 
I do not suppose she was a very rich woman, but she gave the best 
treasure she had. She gave the ointment which might have been 
sold for much ; she gave to Christ the best thing she had in her 
house: "an alabaster box of ointment of spikennrd very precious." 
Many boxes, no doubt, h1:1.d she purchased for her own use in the days 
of her sin; but now she devotes all to her Lord; and she breaks the 
alabaster box that she may pour the precious ointment on His head. 
0 dear friends, I do not believe that there is much religion in a man 
who doPs not sometimes make sacrifices for his Master, and ,leny him
self! I often admire the self-denial of Mr. John Weslev. ·when he 
was asked to send in an account of his pl11te that it might be tax:e,l. 
and word was sent to him that a man so well known mu,,t h11sti a 
considerable q unntity to pay duty upon, he said he had only one spc)Oll 
in London, and one in York, and until there should be no lllOrt' poor 
left in the 11111d, he did not suppose he should possess n thinl. Th:lt 
was self-denial in giving to the poor, but 1Uany like a cht>ap 
gospel and a cheap religion. I was rending in nu Ameril'an work, 
some time ago, nu account of a man saying to one of his m'ig·hbLllll',;, 
"You go a ruinous way to work with your religion; I tllways ,lo it 
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on the chc>11p: I don't suppose my religion costs me more thnn a dollar 
11 ~-ear... The other replied, " The Lord have mercy on your stingy 
soul : " And I thought it was a very fitting response; but some 
pe<,ple, if the~- were to make the comparison, would find that religion 
does not cost them so much as blacking their shoes. 'l'here are muny 
people who pay quite as much for cleaning their door-knocker, and 
twice as much for cleaning their door-steps, as they expend in giving 
to the poor and the cause of God. Many spend more on a favourite 
lap-dog than they would on a poor child, if they met one destitute in 
the street. In fact, with many, the most trifling thing comes before 
Christ. If we were to measure your estimate of Jesus Christ by the 
amount of money you devote to His service, I am afraid some of you 
would look very badly. But it was not so with "this woman." She 
loved her Saviour so much that she would give Him all "Ah!" 
says one, '' I am trying to get rich, and I intend leaving a very hand
some sum to various societies when I die.'' How kind that is, to 
lea ,e your money when you cannot keep it any longer ! Thank you for 
nothing, sir, for I can answer for one thing, if you could take it with 
you, we should have little enough of it. Leave some, if you can; but 
I should like to be my own executor. If I had any money that I 
wished to give to the Church of Christ, I would make Him my Legatee, 
and gfre Him my money; but I would give it with my own hands, 
a.nd I would do it on the principle of economy, tosavetheprobate and 
legacy duty. 

Xow, dear friends, I am going to plead for "this woman." Perhaps 
you have read in the newspapers, lately, the story of what Henry 
Ward Beecher did with that poor black woman who was about to be 
e;old down South. He said to her, "Sarah, come here," and she stood 
up before the congregation. And then he told the people how this 
poor woman was a bout to be sold, and related all the horrors of her 
case. rp rose one gentleman, and said, "I will pay the whole price 
for her freedom, if no one else will." But when they made the 
collection, they found there was not only enough money to buy her 
from sla.ery, but her little boy also. A good sermon that, with a 
good prae:tical conclusion. Now, I cannot show you "this woman," 
but I can picture her to yo1L Some of you hav.e never seen her; I 
pray God you never may ; Nothing grieves me more, when I return, 
often late at night, from distant journeys in the country, than to see 
here and there, the devil's nets spread wide, and poor souls waiting at 
the corners of the highways, like very spiders, to spring on every 
unguarded youth who comes that way. Oh ! if I could fetch one of 
the6e poor creatures here, I would say to her, "Poor fallen woman, 
wouldst thou renounce thy life?" She would say, "Yes; but I have 
been to such-and-such an Institution, and they told me they could not 
take me in, because they had no funds. I went again, and desired 
to be reformed, but they could not receive me." Say, men and 
women, 1,,hall this woman knock again, and be refused, or will you not 
tr,-night gin~ something that will assir;t to throw wide open the doors? 
Shall r;Le ,,ome and say, " Let me lodge here ; I am anxious to be 
redaiwed; I desire not thw; to ruin my body and to destroy my soul, and 
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to ruin and destroy the hodiefl nncl f!ouls of moro victims; I desire to 
walk hencoforth in the wayf! of God, and to be savr-,rl; " and Ahall 
it have to be Aaid again, " We are gri()verl, we are WJITY ; thr,rr,, take 
that trifle, it is all we can do for you; we have no ro<,m for you, we 
cannot receive you, hecam,e we have no funds"? X o '. I trust, in 
God's name, you will not commit such an act of cruelty, if you are 
able, in the least degree, to help the Institution for which I plead. 

" Seest thou this woman? " Say not, " She is an undeserving 
creature." I warn you that it is a Pharisaic spirit that makes you 
think so. The more she sins, the more we should labour to reclaim 
her. Recollect, if you save one such as this woman, how many others 
you have saved. Consider how many she might have lecl astray. 
But once snatch her away from her evil career, and consider how 
many may be stayed at once from the downward course that surely 
leads to hell. There she is, poor sinful creature; she is left alone. 
Perhaps her sin is not so much her own as another's. Certainly, the 
profit, in ten thousand cases, is to her nothing, but it goes to worse 
people-oh, that God's earth should bear such wretches on it '.-who 
gain their livelihood from the flesh and blood of such poor mortals as 
these. "This woman·" is willing to be reformed, willing to be 
reclaimed ; ask my friend, the lieutenant, there, whether he bas not 
met scores and hundreds who are willing to come into the Dormitory, 
but they cannot at all times find room for them, and do all they would 
for them. Therefore have I come here to plead with you; and if you 
think I have spoken somewhat too boldly, I ask no forgiveness; my 
subject demands plain speaking. I could speak in no other way to 
let you know what I meant. I ask again, have you no pity, no love, 
no sympathy for poor, lost out<'asts? I beseech you, for their mother's 
sake, now in Heaven; for their father's sake, whose grey hairs are 
now hurrying to the grave; for the sake of your own sons, -who may 
happen to be entrapped by her; ay ! for your own sake, for your eyes 
are often offended by her; for Christ's sake, who has, I doubt not, 
bought many such as "this woman '' with His blood, and will yet 
lead them up to Heaven by His Holy Spirit; by what you yourselves 
owe to your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and by what you have 
been forgiven yourselves, I beseech you, as much as lieth in you, now 
assist this Institution. I do not think I am -wrong in pleading so 
hard. If any of you do not think the cause good, then, do not give 
your money. If you do not think the cause worth giving to. I would 
not thank you for a d,oit. But the cause is so good that, had I 
wealth, I would pour it out, that the work might be well maintained ; 
and I plead from my own heart for this, perhaps more than I ha'\'e 
done for many an institution for a long day past. With all m_..- heart, 
I urge those of you who love their kind, and love the worst, as your 
Saviour did, now, as God shall enable you, to help these poor 
creatures; for our friends are helping them, aud they want your 
assistance, and "God loveth a cheerful giver." Amen. 

* ~ ~ ~ 

(This Sermon was the means of two wan:lerers being received into 
the Dormitory. A young woman was passing by St. Martin's Hall. 
in a very desponding state of mind, and in great physical distress : 
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she saw the se1Tiee announced, went in and list(:>ned with eager 
earnestn~ss to the- prenc-her: she was much impressed, stayed until 
the serncc- was o,er, then made her sad case known, and she was 
admittc-d. Her c-ase was a ,ery painful one. One false step had 
plunged her into the wicked. course which was hurrying her down to 
eternal destruction; but, through grace, she was arrested by this 
8ermon. The other wanderer was brought into the shelter of the 
Institution through the instrumentality of an aged Christian who was 
deeply impressed as she listened to the discourse of the earnest 
preacher, The text laid. hold upon her mind, and she thought how 
many poor fallen ones she h11d. passed by unheeded. A few days 
after. she saw a woman in a state of drunkenness; the text rushed 
into her memory. and she thought, "I do see this woman, and now, 
what is my dut;, towards her?" She conducted the wretched outcast 
woman home, nsited her when she was sober, and reasoned with her 
on her terrible sin and its awful consequences. The a(J'ed believer 
was instrumental in bringing this woman into the safe shelter of the 
Home. This young woman had been cruelly deceived, and her hopes 
had been blighted under peculiarly painful circumstances.-T. W. M.) 

~r. Joqn OBwrn aml Jfrhard ~auis. 
BY R. SHINDLER. 

RICH.ARD DAVIS, though a Welshman by birth, spent the whole 
of his public life in England. After receiving a liberal education 

in the Principality, he went to London, where he rose to some eminence 
by his literary attainments, for some years filling the office of master 
of one of the City Schools. He became noted also for his personal 
piety, as he afterwards became distinguished as a minister of the 
gospel. 

In the early part of his Christian career, while still a young man, 
he sought advice and instruction from the celebrated Dr. John Owen .. 
The Doctor received him courteously, but put to him this question:
,, Young man, pray, after what manner do you think to go to God ? " 

"Sir," said Mr. Davis, "through the Mediator." 
"That is easily said," replied the Doctor; " but I do assure you 

that it is another thing to go indeed to God through the Mediator 
than many who use the expression are aware of. I myself preached 
Christ some years when I had but very little, if any, experimental 
acquaintance with access to God through Christ, until the Lord was 
pleased to visit me with sore affliction, whereby I was brought to the 
mouth of the grave, and under which my soul was oppressed with 
horror and darkness; but God graciously relieved my spirit in the 
powerful application of Psalm cxxx. 4: 'But there is forgiveness 
with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared; ' from which I received special 
instruction, peace, and comfort in drawing near to God through the 
Mtdiator, and preached thereon after my recovery." 

Th,,se remarks were of great use to Mr. Davis, and he was led by 
them more dearly into the truth concerning the way of salvation. 



!lit, JOilN OWEN AND RICHARD DAVIS. .-,27 

It is n good thing when a sinner utterly renounces all merliati0n
snve by Jesus Christ alone,-betweon himself and the God acrrtinst whom 
he has sinned; but it is better when he clearly understantls the t13ar,h
ing of Holy Scripture on this subjeet; at least, on these points:-

( 1.) That Jesus Christ is not a Mediator, who, by His sufferings 
o.nd death, moves God to be pitiful to the guilty sinner, for .r e,ius Christ 
was given as a Mediator because Goel pitied lost man, and designed to 
have mercy upon him. "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

(2.) Much less is Christ a Mediator in the sense of making the 
best of our case for us, and adding His merit to make up for our 
deficiencies. This would afford no ground of hope for the guilty one. 
Besides, it is not God's way of peace. 

(3.) God's way of peace is this: Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is One 
who comes between God, as the Representative of law and justice, and 
guilty, lost man: He undertakes the whole work, acting as the sinner's 
Substitute. He fulfils the law in all its jots and tittles; He suffers the 
penalty of man's sin, bearing it in His own b,,dy on the tree, " being made a 
cur&e for us," that He might redeem us from the curse. He hath " put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself," and" made peace through the 
blood of His cross." 

The way to God is therefore open, and He who by His blood made 
peace, appears as the sinner's Advocate. The message of the gospel 
to sinners is, 11 Be ye reconciled to God, for He hath made Him to be 
sin (in the sense of a sin-offering) for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

This heavenly doctrine Dr. Owen set forth in his most e:s:cellent 
work on Psalm ex=., a book that has brought light and peace to 
multitudes. This doctrine Mr. Davis preached with wonderful power 
and effect, for many years, at Rowell, in Northamptonshire, and 
throughout that and the adjoining counties. He was the means of estab
lishing a considerable number of Christian congregations, and calling 
forth many lay-preachers and other workers, some of whom became 
pastors of churches in different parts of the country. He wn.s much 
opposed by the worldly-minded clergymen and gentry, and his un
tiring zeal and methods of work excited the opposition of e,en some 
of his own brethren in the ministry. But none of these things 
moved him. 

A certain gentleman once said to him, in an imperious tone, •• What 
business have you to go bubbling up and down the country?'' 

11 Sir," said he, with ready presence of mind, and a countenance 
betokening a good cause nnd a good conscience,-" Sir, I was upou 
the work of my Lord nnd Mnster, Jesus Christ; do y01t kno•c Him :'" 

The gentleman w11,s silenced, and those who heard the question and. 
answer were 11,mazed. Suppose we put the Sflme question to the 
1·eader, concerning the one Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ,-" Do 
you know Him?" He is worthy of being trusted, Joyed, and obeyed; 
and those who believe on Him have everlasting life, and slrnll uewr 
be con.founded .. 
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IX.-Ox CoxsEcRATRD GaotrND. 

THE July sun shone with scorehing heat upon the London streets. 
The time was two o'clock on Saturday; nnd the locality, the 

blOC'k of narrow lanes running from Old Street into the City Road. 
The highwa:'·s and by-ways were filled with crowds of workers leaving 
the factc1ries. Some had on n hit of finery, and were evidently intent 
on an outing: but the majority were workers in working attire, 
hurr:'ing along the main streets with the quick tread and swing 
peculiar to them, or lingering in the back lanes for purposes o.11 
their own. 

In one of the unsavoury ways between Old Street and Bunhill 
Fields, a blind fiddler w1ts playing outside a frowsy little public-house. 
Quite a crowd of young meu and women had collected. Some sat on 
the opposite kerb, holding up the casket of their intelligence with 
both hands, their elbows poised upon their knees; others were 
dancing to the tune. Further on, a harmonium was pitched before 
another liquor-den, which was full to the doors. A semi-circle of 
admirers stood around three blotchy-faced musicians. The strain, 
sue:h as it was, drew pennies from the pockets ·of the poor. Gaiety 
under such conditions reminded one of the phosphorescence to be seen 
on the waters of a river estuary,-illuminated mud! 

We turned into Bunhill Row. All this part of London belonged 
from early times to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, and was rented 
through various periods to the City Corporation. The fields were part 
of the well-known Fen, and, with the adjacent Moorfields, were waste 
lands. How different to-day! Gradually the locality became the 
recreation ground of old London. In the time of the great plague, the 
timid country people brought their p1·oduce as far as Bunhill Fields, 
and the citizens of the stricken city went forth to buy, sometimes drop
ping dead of the pestilence while at their marketing. Defoe held that 
the great plague pit was in this region, and that into it were thrown 
the bodies for which room could not be found in the city churchyards. 
People were dying then at the rate of 8,000 to 12,000 a week. But 
before this date, part of the field had been built upon, for no less a 
person than John Milton lived in Bunhill Row. Here he died, in 
1Gi4, and was buried in St. Giles', Cripplegate. Now, Bunhill Row 
lies in the ,ery centre of industrial London. All around a.re factories 
and warehouses, and in all the streets are the typical workers 
themselves. 

The hurry of the hordes of industry was slackening. In the middle 
of Bunhill Row, a lanky organ-grinder, in what had once been a 
,:nuff-c0loured overcoat, turned the handle of his instrument as if he 
were possessed. Two girls, in faded feathers, danced out the tune on 
the opposite pavement. ,vhen they had finished an a1·tistic movement, 
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one of them oponerl IL little hrnRs-rimmerl ptmie, ran over, an,l 
pnid the foe. The old man gave two or three expre!'!sive nr,d!'!, but 
did not touch his hat. 

A little further up, we stood for n few minute!'! outside n g,,neral 
store. Two sisters came across the rond. They were poorly dre!3!'!e,l. 
One was young and bright ; the other, older and careworn. They 
pa.used nea.r the kerb, unconscious of everything but their own affairs. 
The elder opened her pa.Im, and, with her fingers, slowly told over the 
few shillings in her outstretched hand. The younger, more hopeful, 
was trying, somehow, to put things straight. She, too, bad some 
silver pieces; not many, but she held her hand against the other's, the 
two hands making a cross. There was a world of pathos in the simple 
act. The elder still looked sad, but there was the girl's hand with the 
shillings and coppers close to her own, and a pair of wonderful brown 
eyes-as true as we have ever seen,-trying to kindle hope in the 
sister's face. The reluctant one moved forward, and the t-wo girls 
disappeared into the shop. Not much to write about, perhaps. Xot 
much to some people. Only the struggle of two young lives in great 
sweltering London. A humble scene upon historic ground. 

"' 
We walked across, and entered what Southey once called "The 

Campo Santo of Nonconformity.'' Bunhill Fields graveyard must 
have been woefully neglected for many years, for, though the 
Corporation has done much, the traces of former bad treatment still 
remain. A public way runs through the centre. This path is pa.ad 
with slabs on which can still be traced the words "Famil, ,ault." 
The right and left sides. are hemmed· in with high building·s. packed 
with all kinds of merchandise. The head-stones rise on ever, hand, 
an exceeding great army. At the time of the closing of the ·ground, 
in 1852, more than 120,000 bodies had been interred therein. There 
are, in this enclosure, names of illustrious dead that -will last as long 
as the English language. Here lie John Bunyan ; Daniel Defoe. the 
author of Robinsoii Cr11soe ,- John Owen, Tice-Chancellor of O:s:ford 
University under Cromwell; William Kiffin; Isaac Watts: and 
Susannah, the mother of the Wesleys. Here also such lights in the 
Church of their time as Vavasor Powell, Thomas Goodwin, Thankful 
Owen, Hanserd Knollys, Richard Winter, Matthew Wilks, and Dr. 
Williams, the founder of the celebrated Library. Many more could 
be named; but we mention last, yet by no means least. John Gill and 
John Rippon, predecessors in the pnstomte of the church owr whi..-h 
U. H. SPURGEON presided for 38 years. 

Dr. Rippon was deeply interested in this burinl-plnce of Dissenting 
worthies. In an old diary, at one time in the possession of the late 
Sir Charles Reed, an elderly lady entered the following note:-" ,Ye 
had, this day, at dinner with us our worthy minister, Mr. "'inter, 
whQ was pleased to say he should wish to meet our good frienll 
Matthew Wilks, for conferring and prayer upon matters -which greatly 
concern the peace of our church just at present. After they had 
talked the affairs over and over, and sought the best directions, we 
were asked to go over to the Tabel'Ilacle to ten, and our pastor, )lr. 
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'1i"inter. never ha,ing 8een Dr. Owen's grn,c, we went into the ground 
b: thC' t)ld Ro~·al (now, City) Road. There we found a worthy man 
known t-0 Mr. \Yilks, Mr. Rippon by name, who wns laid down upon 
his side bt>tween two gra,es, and writing out the epitaphs word for 
word.·· Dr. Rippon (says the little guide-book sold nt the keeper's 
lodge.\ left six ,ols. of Bunhill Fields' inscriptions, copied in his own 
handwriting: these are now in the Heralds' College Library. 

An hour had passed, and we were still in the graveyard, in front of 
the tomb of Isaac Watts, the sweet psalmist of the modern Church. 
\\here is tht>re to be found a graB.der hymn than-

" Our God, our help in ages past"? 

It was sung, only the other day, by the survivors after the terrible 
Indian earthquake, as they stood in the open-air amid the ruins of 
Shillong. But its ,erses had a wonderfully expressive meaning as 
our eye wandered over the consecrated ground of Bunhill Fields. 
Around us lay the "Ironsides" of Cromwell, many of the early Puritan 
Fathers, the divines and hymn-writers of the 18th century, and a 
whole host of forgotten worthies. Only here and there were the 
inscriptions on the head-stones legible. Only when in the front rank 
of fame had trouble been taken to register afresh,-a few rescued from 
the oblinon which had overtaken the mass; now and then, as it were, 
peaks rising above the overwhelming flood. But, though forgotten 
by man, they are not lost to God. No faithful life-blurred though its 
epitaph be here,- e,er fades from the.memory of the Most High. And 
HE is the same throughout all generations. So, standing by the 
gra,e of Isaac Watts, the grandeur of his hymn sounded once more 
within the soul,-

" A. thousand ages in Thy sight 
A.re like an evening gone ; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

"Time, like an ever-rollirig stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

"Our God, our help in a.gee past, 
Our hope for years to come; 

Be Thou our guard while life shall le.et, 
And onr eternal home ! " 

We turned, ere we left, and stood still before John Bunyan's 
monument. Bunyan died at sixty, on the 31st of August, 1688, only 
a littlr, over two months before William of Orange unfurled the ever
memorable banner, inscribed, "The Protestant Religion and the 
Liberties of England." Only sixty years, but long enough to be a 
e;onfessor for the truth, a preacher of righteousness, a dreamer of 
dreams in which millions have found the realities they hold most 
dear. It is not how many years we live, but what we put into them, 
that determines their value. Dear C. H. SPURGEON went home before 
he was fifty-eight; lJUt he had lived long, for he had lived well. 
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We had visited the graves of the Puritans, hut not the tomb of 
Puritanism! Personally, we believe that the principles of )Iilton and 
Bunyan are still heicl by vast numbers of our fellow-countrymen. The 
people of England showed their bent when they took to ",John 
Ploughman" as they had taken to John Bunyan. The (Jld Faith 
lives yet, though wo would fain see it take a firmer hold, and spread 
with more swiftly widening sway. Let us be as true to pure and 
undefiled religion as were the heroes who now '' rest from their la hours,'' 
then we may have a name that shall find a place, however low 
down, on their illustrious roll. 

Jmlinn Jnddenhs and Jltustrations. 
XIL-EVEN MonAMMED.!...'>'S BELIE>E. 

THE two great religions of India are Hinduism and }lohammedanism. 
From among the adherents of the latter, it is supposed there are 

fewer conve1·sions than from those of the former. Census returns and 
missionary records do not show this to be the case, but the 
testimony of many missionaries confirms it. The number gained, 
however, would seem to indicate that, were more determined effort 
made by men specially qualified for the work among Mohammedans, 
more converts might be gathered. Where one sheaf has been reaped, 
there is probably a waving harvest awaiting the sickle. The Mussul
man lives in quite a different world of religious thought from the 
Hindus who surround hini. He uses other religious phraseology, 
though speaking the same vernacular; performs other religious rites, 
prays in a foreign tongue, and is dominated in every detail of his 
religion by different hopes and fears. His sacred book is the Koran, 
while they have numberless Shastres. A Hindu may become a 
Mohammedan, but a Mohammedan cannot become a Hindu. All in 
India who are now believers in the Koran are descendants of those 
who were once idolaters. 

In India, Mohammedanism seems to be more distinctly a religion 
than in other countries. It has no political power, as it once had: 
and, having gathered its adherents from o. people exceedingly 
1·eligious, it presents a faith far superior to the low idolatry around. 
But it is this very superiority that is its bane; for its votaries, like 
the Pharisees of old, are, on this account, more difficult to reach by the 
gospel. The Mohammedan holds his religion to be the very !lower, 
fruit, and consummation of Judaism and Christianity. Mohammed 
was the last and therefore the chiet' of the prophets; others were 
preliminary, he is final; others were temporary, he is abiding: others 
were great, but he is the greatest. Thus panoplied, the Mussulman 
stands boldly forth, declaring that it is impo~sible for him to leave the 
Kornn and the prophet, and become a follower of "the i'\azurene .• , 
The picture of Christ given by Mohammed is such as to pn'judice the 
judgment of all when they hear Him preached. Yet, here and there, 
we see the scales fall from their eyes; und, like the disciples on the 
mount, "they see no man any more, s11Ye Jesus only.'' The vision 
captivates, and they are led in triumph at our Lord's chariot-wheels. 
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Let me giYe nn Rcconnt of onc such, named Hnseinuddin. He wns 
R !l[unshi, and therdore Rhle to teach something of the Kornn to the 
nllRgers where he li,ed, It was in the open-air that he first heard of 
Christ : nnd. he seE'UlS nt once to have felt the Divine nttraction. 
Linng in an out-of-the-way corner of the country, many miles from 
Barisal, it is hard]~- likely that he would have heard the Good News 
there. After his intE>re,;t was aroused, Haseinuddin read most or all of 
Df. Rouse's excellent seri0s of tracts on the Mohammedan controversy. 
For some two years, he also visit0d us, and received much instruction. 
M~- colleague, Babu Prio Nath Nath, became his especial friend; and 
we all looked upon him as a brother. On Christmas-day, 18l:l2, he 
made a clear and sufficient confession of his faith in the Lord Jesus 
before the whole church at Barisal. It was with great joy he was 
received and baptized that very day. Two months later, we visited 
him in his own home. His little wife had been terribly tried by her 
neighbours; and, though my wife was the first English lady •she had 
e,er seen, she clung to her as a child clings to its mother. She felt 
she had a sister who could sympathize and understand. The four 
little ones, too, found a new world of delight in our children, who were 
with us in the boat. The village is one of the prettiest in lower Bengal. 
To reach it, we had to row the mission boat up rivers thickly lined 
-with palm trees to the water's edge. The whole of the neighbourhood 
-was aroused; and as we proceeded, numbers of Mohammedans stood 
on the banks making enquiries about us. No missionary had travelled 
that route before. Quite a large group had gathered by the time we 
reached the homestead. The little courtyard of our brother's house 
-was cro-wded; and Haseinuddin himself gave an excellent account 
of his new faith. The people listened with real respect as he told them 
of the questions he had asked of their Mulvi without eliciting any 
satisfactory answers. "You know, all of you," he said, '' that the 
Koran has no root; '' and he proceeded to point out its rootless character
istics. As I looked into the faces of the men who were seated on mats, 
boxes, bits of sacking, or boards such as Haseinuddin could supply, I 
felt how far they were from the Kingdom into which he had entered! 

Much -was done in the way of persecution to force our brother to 
recant, but it all failed. His eldest son was allured away, never to 
return; and great temptations were held out to his wife to leave him. 
It seemed to Mrs. Spurgeon and myself that a family so isolated from 
all Christian influences was in constant peril. There was no other 
believing family within a radius of some miles. So we invited them, 
for a few weeks, to our station at Barisal, where Christian society, 
Christian worship, and Christian life could be enjoyed by our brother 
and sir;ter. Pages might be written descriptive of the wonder with 
-which the wife looked at, and gradually yielded to, much of their new 
environment. But, meantime, the homestead left vacant was in danger. 
Haseinuddin was compelled to return to look after his property. He 
-was away only a few days; but on his return to Barisal to fetch his 
family, he found that his wife had died of cholera. He came back to 
stand by her grave in the Christian burial-ground, and to find his four 
tiny children motherless. Her end was peace. She had died with 
Christian hands ministering to her. She was taken away from the 
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terril,le wiles of Satan, tho porRocution of neighhour11, an<l thf'l troubles 
of lifo to her Saviour's presence; but the 11trong man wept indeerl ! 

His fnith was tried so as by fire, anrl it stood the teRt . HiR elde11t 
son, in the men.ntime, had stolon his little store of money, prohahl:Y 
hidden somewhere in the homestead. Later on, hif! house wa11 hurnt 
down; and, one morning, poi1mn was deftly sprinkled over the rice 
all the family were to eat. Haeeinuddin had just Rtrength en0ucrh 
left to write a few lines urging me to send help at once hec:au8e ~ll 
were dying. Two native brethren were soon on their way, and found 
that our brother, as well as the children, had somewhat recovered. 
They had discovered the poison soon enough to throw away the food 
instead of eating the usual quantity. Still, they were very ill and 
weak. Had they died amid a bigoted population, it would have been 
sad indeed! Neighbours often cast the details of our brother's 
calamities in his teeth ; but he holds firmly to the faith. Often docs 
he stand up to distribute tracts, or to bear witness in the crowded 
market-place. Sometimes, in spite, the books are snatched from his 
hands, and tom up in his presence ; and. once, he had to escape by 
the back door of a friendly Hindu shop-keeper to save himeelf. Had 
there been no other conversion from Mohammedanism, this one suffices 
to prove that the gospel is the power of Gud unto salvation even to a 
Mussulman. ROBERT SPl'RGEOY. 

" ®ur @wn ~en " and their ffilorh. 
XLV.-PAsToR J. R. CooPER, LATF. OF PoRTLAND, "f1cr0Ru., 

AUSTRALIA. 

JAMES RIDES COOPER 
was born in September, 

185G, .of pious parents. T,ike 
many another servant of God, he 
owes much to the example and 
training of a truly godly father 
and mother. 

The little lad was sent to a 
British School, where he made 
the best use of his advantages. 
Being fond of study, his own 
desire was to become a teacher ; 
but his father deeming it wiser 
to give him a trade, apprenticed 
him to his eldest brother, a coach
builder. 

When about sixteen years of age, he was brought to a joyful 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus as his personal Sa~o_ur ; and !n process of 
time, removing to London, he embraced the privilege of s1tt111g under 
the ministry of that prince of preachers, C. H. 8ruROEO~. On a 
certo.in Thursday, ever-memorable in the historr of the young-, CO~Vt';~:. 

Mr. Spurgeon preached from the text, " Who is. on the Lord s s1~e • 
This sermon led to the conviction that it was n. plam duty to be baptized, 

:3G 
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11nd to be joined in followship with th() church,-the result being thnt 
on th<' 27th of May, 187G, Mr. Cooper was baptized, nnd united t~ 
th<' <'hurch at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

He now h0g11n to heed and obey the Divine call to service. On 
each Lord'Hlay morning, he taught a class in the Almshouses' Sunday. 
SC'hool, being himself an attendant at Elder Perkins' Bible-class in 
the afhirnoon, while Sunday evening found him one of an earnest 
band of young men, members of the same Bible-class, engaging in 
Mission work in the New Kent Road. 

A severe attack of rheumatic fever necessitated Mr. Cooper's return 
horn<'. On his rC'covery, he was led, in the providence of God to 
Peterborough, where he enjoyed the advantage of sitting under'the 
ministry of that devoted minister of Christ, Rev. Thos. Barrass. It 
was during his residence in Peterborough that Mr. Cooper's life-work 
b<'gan to take shape before him. He not only became a teacher in 
the Sunday-school, but, in company with other young men, established 
a successful open-air service. God's blessing rested so signally upon the 
efforts of the young preachers, that they were anxious to extend the 
sphere of their activity, and, with their pastor's full consent, they 
conducted sernces at the branch chapel at Stanground. In this work 
young J am.es Cooper was appointed leader, and preached the first 
sermon from the words, " 1Vhere art thou ? " Like many another 
preacher before, and since, he started well, speaking with much 
freedom, when suddenly, a rush of self-consciousness, or a lack of 
ideas, brought him to an abrupt pause. The embarrassing silence 
-was at last broken by the preacher exchiming, "I do not know what 
to say; but I do love my Saviour, and wish that you loved Him, too." 

After some further exercise of his gifts as a local preacher, Mr. 
Cooper was sent as a supply to Pinchbeck, in Lincolnshire, where his 
rreaching was so acceptable and useful, that he was invited to become 
!he pastor. He had, for some time, felt impelled to devote himself to 
the ministry of the Word, and the call of the church deepened the 
impression that God was calling him to this service, and after due 
deliberation and prayer, he accepted the invitation, and entered upon 
pastoral work in August, 1880, commencing his ministry at Pinchbeck 
with a sermon from the text, "0 Lord, open Thou my lips: and my 
mouth shall shew forth Thy praise." The prayer of his text was 
answered; the Lord did open his mouth, and many were richly 
blessed under his earnest and faithful ministry. 

The young pastor soon began to feel how slenderly he was equipped 
for such solemn and responsible work, and to realize his need of 
proper training for the ministry. This resulted in a successful appli
cation to Mr. Spurgeon •for admission to the Pastors' College. Mr. 
Cooper left Pinchbeck with the love and best wishes of the people to 
whom he had ministered for eighteen months, and in January, 1882, 
entered upon a course of study in the Pastors' College, in which he 
ae<1 uitted himself to the entire satisfaction of President and tutors, at 
t1e same time winning the love and esteem of his fellow-studen~s. 
\Vhifo still a student, Mr. Cooper was sent to establish a Baptist 
ClrnrcL at Aldershot,-a difficult but important sphere of Christia_n 
la lJour. He threw himself into thi8 enterprise with characterist10 



11 OUR OWN MEN " AND TUEIB WOBX. 

ardour nnd devotion, nnd wns soon rowar<lerl hy Aeeing a church of 
thirty-one members formed. 'fhe Foresters' Hall, where the Rervices 
were hold, being unsuitable for a permanent work, a funrl waA started 
for a chapel; one generous friend gave a valuable corner site; and 
others, donations to the amount of £200. But it was not the Lord's 
will thnt His servant should continue the work so happily commenced 
at Alde1·shot; that was to be committed to other hands. 

Mr. Spurgeon had been asked by Mr. Gibson, that munificent friend 
of the Baptists in Tasmania, to select a minister for the vacant church 
at Perth in that Colony. His choice fell on Mr. Cooper, who had for 
some time felt specially drawn to missionary or foreign service. The 
offer was eventually accepted, as well as the condition that the out
going pastor must marry before leaving for his distant sphere. He 
was happily united to Miss Bessie Pomeroy, of Aldershot, and, in 
company with Mr. Thomas Spurgeon, who was returning to his church 
at Auckland, sailed for the island Colony, where his ministry was 
much blessed, and where the present writer made his acquainte.nce,
an acquaintance which ripened into the warmest friendship. 

Early in 1887, Mr. Cooper received a call to the pastorate of the 
Baptist Church, Portland, Victoria,-the earliest settlement made in 
that Colony. He decided to accept the invitation, and in April of the 
same year commenced his ministry there. Of his work in Portland, 
the writer can speak from personal knowledge. Ten years of faithful, 
unremitting labour have been given to church and town, with the 
result that a weak and poor church has become strong, vigorous, and 
:flourishing, and an old and unsightly chapel has proved too strait for 
the increasing congregations and work, and has given place to a new 
and handsome one in the centre of the town. This fine building, with 
the large and commodious schools, has been entirely paid for ; and 
the church has become one of the most important in the town. Mr. 
Cooper did not confine his ministrations to the members of his own 
congregation; but, wherever there was sickness, sorrow, or bereave
ment, he became a constant visitor; his house-to-house ministry made 
him the trusted and beloved friend of the townspeople generally, and 
not a few were won to Christ through his labours in this direction. 

Such was the respect and confidence reposed in him, that he was 
elected a member of the various philanthropic institutions of the town, 
and President of its Public Library. When it became known that 
Mr. Cooper intended terminating his pastorate at Portland, and 
returning with his family to England, the regret was deep and 
universal; all classes of the community vied with one another in 
showing their esteem for the retiring pastor. Not only was there a 
large meeting of Mr. Cooper's own church and congregation, at which 
d_oep regret was expressed at his departure, and a hnndsome presenta
tion made to him, but at a meeting of the iuhabitnuts generally, a 
public farewell was tendered to him, and an address, hearing testimony 
to his character and worth as a citizen nnd his high ability and 
devotion as a Christian minister, was pn'sentcd to him, nl·companied 
by a purse of gold. There wore also addresses of regretful fore,wll 
from his follow-officers of the Hem,Yolont Asylum. the Public Library, 
tho B1·itish nnd Foreign Biblo Society, &c. 'l'ho universal testimony 
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11t both meetings w11s that the servant. of the Lord would leave 
behind him a noble, gen1'1'0us, an1l faithful ton yonrs of service 
for God and man. 

Mr. Cooper's ~rotlu,r-ministers in Yictoria fool his loss keenly, for he 
ha~ ende11red h1meC'lf to thC1m all. They have lenrned to highly 
appreciate his qualitfos as a laborious student, a fervent preacher of 
the gospC'l. and a true and steadfast friend. Tho executive of the 
T"ictorian Baptist TTnion hl'ars high testimony to his ministerial and 
personal q nalities, and commends him to the confidence of the Churches 
of Great Britain. 

Mr. Cooper is now seeking a pastorate in England, and any church 
needing a pastor, and inviting him, may be sure of obtaining a 
gentleman of sterling worth, and a minister of high mental and 
spiritual qualifications. • 

It is only baro justice to say that Mrs. Cooper is a lady of great 
sweetness of disposition and true Christian devotion, who has most 
loyally and ably seconded her husband in all his labours ; her gentle 
sympathy, warm friendliness, and unaffected piety have greatly en
deared her to all who have known her, both in Tasmania and Victoria. 

ALF.RED BIRD. 

N.B.-As a guide to the officers of vacant churches, it may be well 
to mention that Mr. Cooper's address is, Shortwood Villa, Staines, 
Middlesex. 

BY V. J. CHARLESWORTH. 

THE history of the Stockwell Orphanage is comprised within the 
second half of Her Majesty's record reign. « These Thirty 

Years '' have not only witnessed the growth and consolidation of the 
empire, but the expansion of Christian and benevolent activity which 
has no parallel in the history of Christendom. "Christianity in 
action " will be a tempting theme for the pen of the historian when the 
history of oux own times comes to be fully written. 

To the devout student of current events, the exclamation, "What 
hath God wrought ! " will not only be the language of a glad surprise, 
but the expression of a grateful emotion. Had the royal pageant not 
been exclusively military, the triumphs of art, of science, and of 
industry, might have been represented on a scale of grandeur worthy 
of the nation and of the age. The many phases of Christian philan
thropy designed to mitigate human misery and to minister to human 
need would, also, have had a place. 

It was left, however, to each separate institution, or locality, to 
dernonstrate the fact that, as a nation, we are not unmindful of our 
111arching orders, '' Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ;" and the result has awakened universal thanksgiving. 

It is a J'emarkablc fact, and one not easily understood by the 
foreigner, that many of our great philanthropic institutions have 
arisen and flourished without royal help or patronage. No member 
of the royal family has ever visited the Stockwell Orphanage; and 
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yet it is udjuclgod worthy to rank with the best foundatiom; of "These 
'l'hirty Yeurs." It must be said, however, that we have never sought 
the favour, and that thore is every reason to believe the request would 
have boon gmnted. 'fhe sympathy of the royal family for the 
sufferer, when Mr. Spurgeon was stricken hy the illness which proved 
fatal, found expression in the letters and telegrams sent by H.It.H. 
the Prince of Wales; and, we doubt not, the sympathy, thus expressed, 
will be graciously extended to the Orphanage, whieh is 1mch a beauti
ful memorial of the beloved and. honoured Founder, if ever it is 
sought. 

It was in 1867 the work of the Orphanage commenced; and now, 
in the year 1897, it is a well-appointed home and school for 500 father
less children, the only qualifica~ions for admission being orphanhood 
and necessity. And what a charming home it is! Covering an area 
of nearly four acres in one of the most salubrious suburbs of South 
London, every inch of it freehold, and all the fittings and furniture 
of the houses and schools paid for; with a capital fund which now 
yields upwards of two thousand a year towards its maintenance ; and 
with this record-that the incumbrance of debt has never retarded the 
work for a moment, the managers of the Institution may justly be proud 
of the history of " These Thirty Years." 

But what of the future? As old friends pass away, will others 
come forward to take their places on the subscribers' list? We have 
no fear but that such will be the case. The Lord, whom we seek to 
serve in this labour of love, will not be unmindful of His covenant ; 
and His promises to the widow and the fatherless are most definite 
for faith to claim. Let not the reader, however, entertain the specious 
plea that others will see that the work does not languish for lack of funds. 
In raising, by voluntary contributions, every year at least ten thousand 
pounds to maintain the Orphanage in full efficiency, we need the 
sympathy, the prayers, and the generous help of all our friends whom 
we seek to reach by this Magazine. The need is c.onstant, and as the 
expenses have always been met within the month in which they were 
incurred, the reader will sympathize with our wish and the resolve 
that, by God's help, the future of the Institution shall bo worthy of 
the best traditions of 

" TIIESE THIRTY YEARS." 

ihris5thnrn and ~olnunmrdans. 
THIS month, we have passed through the (to us) new but apostolic 

experience of being "taken up." Another missionary and myself were 
visiting the next coast-town, Monastir by name, so called, 'tis said, from a 
mone.stery which once stood thore ; and after having a good mission~ry 
talk in the market, we were marched off to the 111agistrate, charged with 
giving a.way religious books. However, e.s we he.d been careful to keep 
within the le.w e.nd he.d "done nothing worthy of bonds or imprisonment," 
we were soon l~t go, e.nd nfterwe.rds spent a long and, we tr~1st,_not fr?-itless 
de.y in this hard town. As we 11,ro not 11,llowod to sell or distribute m the 
streets or shops, it seems necessary to hire some pl11ce of our own (t~ey 11r~ 
very cheap) where wo can offer books for s1\le, 11nd nlso he11,l the s1Ck (of 



538 TTIE HOl'-T'H'T,EHR' MTRSTON,-A HEMINlllrn, 

"·hom there !\re many). ·we should rejoice to try this experiment; l\ml 110 
doubt, if it be the Lord's will, He will give both strength I\Htl funds. Our 
presence in these dl\rk places is a powerful reminder to the unsaved. " Why 
do you come here? There !\re no Protestants here," said one, blind to the 
f!'ct that his own words s111>/'lied the reason why. 

" How many Arl\bs haYe you converted now P" asked I\ neighbouring 
French doctor. "They are like people sunk at the bottom of a well; and 
when you have converted an Arab, I will be converted myself." As we 
pl\rted. he asked me for one of our books. I gladly gave him I\ Bible ; he 
had not one, neither had he ever read it. If he gets saved himself, he will 
then know that the Almighty God can save anyone, even Arabs. 

Harvesting being o,er, we are getting more patients. Three mornings a 
week. two of our rooms are filled, one with men, the other with women 
listening to the gospel. Notwithstanding the opposition of some, there sr~ 
nearly always others who listen with re.pt attention. It is so new, so 
strange, they think, that Christians should know or ea.re anything about God 
and Heaven; and when we try to show that sin is not alone gross open sin, 
but also secret sin of lustful eye or wicked thought, they seem sometimes to 
wake, as from a sleep, to feel their utter sinfulness. 

Some a.re not happy in the present. This month, a young man showed me 
great wounds upon his arm and head, where, out of spite, he told me, he 
had wilfully burnt himself because one day he felt so angry. While, as to 
the.f1d11re, others say that thoughts of death and judgment often trouble 
them. 

At onr evening meetings with those who stay with us, new light shines 
forth from the Se.cred Page. A few nights since, we were reading Christ's 
words about loving our enemies. Now, e. Moslem will not even return the 
salutation, " Peace upon you," if it be offered him by a Christian. " No ! " 
said my hearers, "it would be wicl.-ed to say salam (peace) to any Christian." 
Then was it refreshing to my soul to see how even their bigoted hearts 
bowed before the words of Jesus as I showed the contrast between Islam's 
narrow hatred and God's boundless love in Jesus Christ. My presence and 
the shelter they enjoyed were material results of that love which even they 
could not misunderstand. 

I was mnch cheered by the Pastor's good words in this month's Magazine . 
.May the P.C.M.A. circle on till it circles the whole globe with '' our 
own men"! 

Sonsse, Tunisia, N. Africa. T. G. CHURCHER. 

IDht iop-pichtrn' ~hrnfon,--~ ~tmimltr. 
By the time this note falls beneath the reader's eye, we_shall ~e in the 

midst of our very interesting work among the hop-pickers m K_e~t. 
Upwards of fifty thousand of the poorest people from our towns_ and cities 
come into Mid-Kent for the month of September, to help gather m the hop 
harvest. Here we have e. splendid opportunity of taking the gospel to these 
IW1.sses that are not so easily reached in their crowded haunts. It we.s the 
recognition of this fact that gave birth to'' The Hop-pickers' Mission," thirty
three years ago, in the hands of Mr. Kendon. 

The writer joined this Mission in the same year that he was accepted by 
the ever-beloved C. H. Spurgeon as one of his evangelists. Always 
generously inclined to every good work, the dear President at o~ce ~p~ne~ 
the pages of 'j'/1£, Sword and the 1'rowcl for the advoce.cy of this_ M1ss1on, 
and thus, year by year, widened our constituency of helpers un~1), to-day, 
in place of Mr. Kendon and ono City Missione.ry, we have some sixteen mon 
in the field each Heptewber. 
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At the commencement of the Mission, e.ncl for some yea.ra, thr, work wa.a 
me.inly that of visiting the gardens e.nd ce.mpe from rme, centrr,. :N' ow, wfl 
ha.vefonr centres of operation; e.nd, e.e e.t the first, we work in thfl garclen8 
and camps; but we also visit the villa.gee around for open-air ~ervice8 each 
evening ; gather the strangers to free teas on Suncle.y afternoon, in order to 
have the opport,unity of e. brief service with th~m ; clis~r!bute clothing and 
boots to the thmly-cle.d e.nd shoeless ; tend with medwme the sick ; and 
indeed, le.yourselves out to benefit them in every conceivable way. Sach 
varied service cannot be carried on without considerable expense : and as 
our list of generous helpers is being constantly thinned by death, we feel it 
needful to plea.cl for others to fill their places, ii this beneficent work is to 
go on ; hence this "reminder." It will save trouble if intending donors will 
kindly note that pa.reels of tracts, boots, clothing, etc., should be sent per 
S.E.R., ce.rrie.ge paid, only to Pastor J. J. Kendon, :Marden Station; 
donations to Pastor J. J. Kendon, Goudhurst, Kent; or to the Honorary 
Assistant Secretary, John Burnham, Fern Bank, Brentford. 

J.B. 

&ny Book reviewed or advertised In tbla Magazine will be forwarded by ■esars. Paaamore 
and Alabe.ater on receipt of Poatal Order for the publlabed price. 

N.B.-It will save trouble, and pre
vent delay, if e.11 books for review a.re 
addressed to the Editor, c/o Messrs. 
Passmore e.nd Ale.baster, 4, Paternoster 
Buildings, London ; or sent direct to 
"Westwood," Beulah Hill, Upper 
Norwood. 

We a.re gle.d to see that there is 11, 

new edition of Alpha and Omega; or, 
God in Human Life, by Rev. W:r.i:. 
MIDDLETON (Morla{'an and Scott). We 
heartily commended this volume of 
sermons on its first appearance, so 
need now only mention its price, 
2s. 6d. and 3e. 6d. 

Over-ruled, by PANSY (C. II. Kelly), 
is another of this popular writer's 
pleasing stoi:-ies, which will fully main
tain her already high reputation. 

Messrs, Partridge and Co. have 
issued three more of the New Pansy 
Series, fourpence nett each,- Miss 
Priscilla Hunter, and other Stories, by 
PANSY; Avi'.ce: a Story of Imp<'rial 
Rome, by ELIZA F. POLLARD ; e.nd 
Wild Bryonit!; or, 1/onrls of St,,1•/ and 
Bands of Love, by JENNIE CnArrELL. 
Doubtless, in this cheap form, they will 
have n. still wider circnlution, 1md will 
interest the many re1,ders of this kind 
of religions fiction. 

No. 3, in the series of penny pam
phlets to which we have previonsly 
referred,-The Cona1,irucy oj Silence 
Broken,-is Rev. Joa., P.iltKE11°S 
criticism of The Esse,,c,; ufChristianity, 
by Professor Allan :\Ienzies, and is 
quite worthy of a pl_ace beside its 
predecessors. Mr. Parker is doing 
great service to the cause of truth by 
pointing out the contrast between 
the "Christianity" of the New 
Testament and the so-called " essence" 
of it which finds favour with so many 
to-day. 

The Report of Ch1·istian Endm,·our 
Convention, held at Liverpool, Whit
suntide, 189i, edited by Rev. W. 
KNIGHT CH.-1.PLL."'i, e.nd published by 
Andrew Melrose, will surely make 
many who were absent wish tbey had 
been there, while to the privileged in
dividuals who were present it must 
recall many of the striking scenes and 
sayings at those memorable gather
ings. The portraits of mi,ny of the 
principal speakers, with other illus
tre.tions, help to make up a cheap, 
interesting, e.nd instructive shillings
worth of C.E. lit,,ratnrt', which all 
Endeavourers should possess and 

, prize, 



NOTIOBB OP BOOKS, 

Old T,·.•fam,·11/ <'riffrism and the Ri_qhf~ 
,,f th,· C11lear11ed. Bv Rev. JoRN 
KE1'"NETIY, M.A., D.D. Religious 
Tract Society. 

XoTHI::S-G could be more timely than 
the present issu1>. As a "Present Day 
Primer" it rueets a pres1c>nt need ,vith 
sn amount of precision, logicsl force, 
and Scriptursl grasp, that lea..-es 
little, if ought, to be desired. The 
'' Higher Criticism" is, in these pages, 
calmly reviewed. end we way slso 
add, ground exceedingly small in the 
process. .After this exposure of the 
Don Quixote methods of the " Higher 
Critical " fsculty, even simple men 
may walk at large, indifferent to the 
pop-gun fire that is directed against 
their sccredited beliefs. Seen at a 
distance, and a.ccording to the scale 
of pretension, " Higher Criticism " 
looks portentous; but on a near ac
quaintance. what appeared to be 
substance is only gossamer, and the 
feeling of a.we gives way to contempt. 

The A ncicnt Faith in Modern Light. 
A series of essays. Edinburgh: T. 
and T. Clark. 

A XOT.c!...BLE volume, in many respects 
of great value, though uneven, both in 
character and quality, in its several 
parts. The modern light here does not, 
as a. whole, try to destroy the ancient 
faith; but gives it the emphasis and 
force of the la.test scholarship and 
thec1logice.l research. We gladly trace 
a very distinct recoil from the wilder 
theories in vogue but a little while 
ago, and a return to the saner treat
ment of Di..-ine truth upon truly Evan
gelica.l lines ; but there a.re exceptions 
even to this, as there must necessarily 
be in such a Noa.h'sArk of contra.sted 
writers. The paper on " The Re
demptive Work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ," by Professor R. V augha.n 
Pryce, is a very inadequate statement 
of the vicarious sa.crifice a.nd sub
stitutiona.ry work of the Sa.viour; but, 
on the other hand, that on" The New 
Citizenship," by Dr. Pa.rker, is the 
finest and freshest exposition of Free 
Church principles and New Testa.ment 
Nonconformity we have ever seen. 
Thie is a book, not for be.bes, but for 
full-grown men and women, who 
" have their senses exercised to discern 

both ~od and evil," and to such it 
will give stimulus for muoh thoufitht 
tboug:h i!1 some oases also for ser1ou~ 
questiomng. 

Wlifrh Bible to Read, - Re1•ised or 
Anthort"zed. By FRANJ{ BALLARD, 
H. R. Allenson. 

WRITTEN by a strong partisa.u of tho 
Revised Version, and in a dogmatic 
and assured tone fa.r removed from the 
judicial temper befitting the theme. 
It would seem tha.t the time has not 
yet come for a. dispassiona.te review 
of the respective meritR of the two 
versions ; a.nd the issue of such works 
as this tends to put that time still 
farther off. Ha.ppily, the knowledge 
of Hebrew a.nd Greek is the monopoly 
of no clique ; a.nd many beside Dea.n 
Burgon, Professor Blackie, and Mr. 
Wa.shington Moon are too well in
structed to follow uniformly either the 
Greek basis of the revision or the 
English rendering. That better ma
terials for revision exist now than 
ever before, we readily grant ; but we 
hold tha.t this advantage ha.s been 
more tha.u neutra.lized by the insa.ne 
regard for one or two uncials, a.nd 
by numerous puerilities, as well a.s 
some odious mistranslations. Even 
Romans i. 18, which is assumed by the 
author of this shilling booklet to be 
such a decided improvement, runs 
counter to Scripture.I usage, - the 
force of lcata in the verb in question 
being "invariably intensive. We be
lieve strongly in the need of a. Revi
sion, but not in the school-boy pro
duction which is now in the field. 

An Evangelist's Bible-di_g_qing. The 
Gospel of Matthew. By HENRY 
THORNE. Alfred Holness. Price 
6d., 9d., and ls. 

Tws is a. delightful little book of its 
kind, abounding in side-lights; a.nd 
while chiefly a digest of the Gospel of 
Matthew, shows e.n apprecia.tive eye, 
and a. power of marshalling facts, 
which will help to instruct others in 
the labour and profit of " Bible
digging." 

h the Bible in Conjlfrt w-ith Science? 
A penny pamphlet, to be obtained of 
the a.uthor, J. GRINSTEAD, Edgewe.re 
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Uoo.d, Bouthville, Bristol, o.nd worthy 
0 £ widespreo.d distribution o.mong 
working-men o.nd others who mo.y 
hu.ve been misled by Beculo.rist 
lecturers or literature. The " Testi
IDonies from the Highest Scientific 
Authorities in the World " add to the 
value of the o.uthor's argument. 

'l'he Personal Ministry of the Son of 
Man. By JAMES JEFFREY, M.A. 
Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier. 

THE idea is to furnish studies in the 
Saviour's application of His own 
teaching. Such a theme allows of no 
monopoly, any more than it does of 
private interpreta.tion; and while we 
wouln congratulate the author on 
having so well covered the ground, 
we nevertheless yearn for something 
more intense, in pungency, grip, a.nd 
power. 

The Times of Christ. By L. A. 
MUIRHEAD, B.D. Edinburgh : T. 
and T. Clark. 

AN excellent volume in the valuable 
series of "Handbooks for Bible 
Classes.'' A pithy but absolutely 
reliable description of our Lord's 
surroundings. The boiled-down and 
essenced tea.ching of many a long 
encyclopaadia article put into terse 
and compact form. The value of 
such Handbooks ca.n scarcely be 
overrated ; for busy preachers a.nd 
hard-driven Sunday-school teachers, 
they are priceless boons. We warmly 
welcome the present volume, a.nd put 
it on our shelves, to remain there for 
constant reference. 

The Divfoe Indwelli11_q, Selections 
from the Letters of WILLIAM LA w, 
with an Introduction by Rev. 
ANDREW MURRAY, Nisbet a.nd Co. 

A TINY book on o. trewendous theme, 
written by a former-century mystic, 
and recommended by e. modern-day 
ono of the best kind. Law was not 
all gospel ; he mixed human imagin
ing with Divine revelation ;-but he 
wo.s e. spiritunl giant, and most of us 
mo.y prolito.bly liste.n to him, and 
IPa.ru muoh from him. Ho felt l\lld 
pro.yed his way ·into truth rather than 
nrguod nbo11t it, and his method might 
be followed muoh wore often than it 

is to our soul's enriching. This p<,cket 
edition e.t a shilling might h'llp som'l 
to ponder his writings who would be 
repelled by the sight of his larger 
volumes. 

Plain Talks r,n Perfedir,n. By 
TIIO).fAS CrrAllfPNESS. ''Joyful 
News" Book Depot, Rochdale. 

MR. CnAMPNEBB evidently knows how 
to write for common people, and how 
to make even difficult subjects in
teresting and readable. For this 
work, the author eschews the meta
physics of the question, and aims at 
practical results on the lines of 
gradual approachment. While we 
doubt not the general utility of this 
method, it is like wading in the 
shallows in comparison with We~ley's 
voyagings on Perfection's Sea. 

Gold OhaiWJ; or, Finding God by 
Prayer. ByRussELLHENRY. Elliot 
Stock. 

THESE " Gold Cha.ins" a.re calculated 
to stir thought in the best con
nections, and to guide it to the best 
results. The object is to find the 
reader by the truth, to bind him when 
found, a.nd to set him '' free indeed" 
by the gold chains which link him to 
the living God. Prayer is a simple 
exercise, but it requires a. rich ex
perience to prove its full worth. 
While small in bulk, this booklet is 
golden in quality. 

Pardon and Asstmrnce. By the late 
Rev. WILLIAM J. PATTON. Olipha.nt, 
Anderson, and Ferrier. 

AN admirable book, by an eminent 
soul-winner, who lived in the light of 
God's countenance, and who ,va.s in 
his element in dee.ling with the grand 
Evangelical themes of Pardon a.nd 
Assurance. Awong the subjects 
treated a.re " Tho Happiness of being 
a Christi1m," " Sin," "The Father's 
Love to Sinners," 11 Christ's Lo,e to 
Sinners," &c. While nll God's chil
dren will find here their portion, the 
specinl valuo of the book concerns the 
soaking sinner aud tho doubting 
Christian. Tho volmuo is enriched 
by I\ biographicnl sketch from the peu 
of the Rev. J ohu M'Ilvecu, B.A.., of 
Ilolfast. 
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Thf Tf1/11rss of lhsloi·.11 to R<17'list 
Pr111c1plrs. By W. T. WIIITLEY. 
Alexander and Shepheard. 

A..--; examination of the foundat.ions 
and principles of our teaching and 
practice as Baptists. We are led back 
t.o the Scripture times, and the custom 
of the earliest Christian Church, as 
showing that the immersion of be• 
lievers. and believers only, was the 
t~aching of God's Word, and the belief 
eof the e-arly fathers. Only when the 
Church became corrupt, was the solid 
basis of God's truth forsaken for the 
priestly pretence and figment of in
vented ordinance. Heartily do we 
wish that this treatise might be found 
in every family ; if read and prayer
fnlly pondered, it would soon compel 
obedience to the apostolic command, 
"Repent, and be baptized." 

Tl,e lifission of St. Angu.stine to 
England, acmrding to the Original 
Iiacumrids, l,ei11g a Handbook for the 
Tiiirtcenth Ce,dury. Edited by 
ARTIITR J.urEs M.AsoN, D.D. 
Cambridge: The University Press. 

THIS work, which was undertaken at 
the instance of the late Archbishop of 
Ca.nterbury, only serves to show the 
Romish foundation of the Church of 
England origina.lly, end the illogical 
position of tho11e who, despite that 
fact, believe in the historical con
tinuity of the Anglican communion. 
That the object contemplated by 
Gregory, through the agency of this 
mission, was accomplished, is clear ; 
but what there is here to a.id Anglican 
divines in their recent controversy 
with Rome, is hard to perceive. The 
re1mlt may be, according to Arch
biBhop Benson's anticipation, the pro
duction of " a most precious little 
book; " but, like Samson's grinding 
for the Philistines, Anglican toil goes 
to fill the barns of Rome with corn. 
For our own pa.rt, we wish the de.y 
he.d never dawned which witnessed 
Augustine's miBsio~ ~ England ; e.nd 
it is e. thousand pities that the Pro
testantism of the Church of England 
to-day is not such as_ t? strip the 
bearings of that mission of_ . all 
significance. . O~ ~he ca.r_eful editing 
of this work, 1t 1s 1mposs1ble to spee.k 
too highly. 

The l'r<1yr1·- Rook A rlideB ,md llom i/i,,8, 
Dy J. T. To1\ll,INS0N. Elliot Stock. 

IF Ritualism in the Church of England 
could be overcome by facts and e.rgu
meuts 1\8 to its unscripturalness and 
folly, and its lack even of autho
thority in ecclesiastical history, this 
book would be it,9 triumphant over
throw. Here a.re gathered together, 
with great research, proofs innumer
able the.tSacerdote.lism we.s the battle
ground centuries a.go in the Church of 
England, and her Prayer-Book and 
Homilies the.t survive that conflict, 
but especially the latter, a.re e.n utter 
contradiction of the priestly claims so 
arrogantly asserted to-day. The whole 
system now ca.lled Anglicanism, is in 
fiat opposition, not merely to the 
Word of God, but even to the teaching 
of that se.me Church of England three 
hundred yee.rs a.go. But will this fact 
he.ve any effect upon the Ritualistic 
party ? We he.ve our fears. The sme.11 
remnant of true Eve.ngelice.ls in the 
Establishment grows every year less 
e.nd less aggressive, e.nd is fast settling 
down to e. feeling of despair. If this 
book she.ll help to hearten them, we 
shall be devoutly glad, for it is e. 
monument of scholarly enquiry e.nd 
masterly argument. 

The Village Carpentci· and the Way of 
Salvation. By AP GWILYM, Robert 
Be.nks end Son. 

A SIXPENNY pamphlet, written by e. 
ChriBtie.n sufferer, as e. plea. with the 
unconverted to seek the S1tviour. It 
is ma.inly in the form of dialogue e.nd 
discussion into which appropriate 
pe.sse.ges ~f Scripture, e.nd quotations 
from C. H. Spurgeon e.nd other 
writers, a.re pretty freely introduced. 

How to Learn to Swim. By DoNA.LD· 
MORRISON. Snnde.y School Union: 

Tllis twopenny manual so pie.inly 
describes the a.rt of swimming the.t 
those who follow its instruction, 
should have no difficulty in learning. 
At least so it looks in the book i 
when o~e gets into the water, it is 
another matter ! Me.ny people. ho._ve 
the se.me trouble in learning to swim 
the.t Mr. Spurgeon often ea.id he 
he.d,-he never could get thole.et toe 
off the ground ! 
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(},.cccl rind Conrlnct. A series of ree.d
ings for au.oh week in the yee.r, frnm 
Dr, A. MA0LAREN. Selected and 
e.rre.ngod by Rev. G. COATES. C. H. 
Kelly e.nd Co. 

FEW prea.ohers could e.fford to ha.ve 
their discourses abbrevia.ted a.nd 
eelected from e.fter this fashion, for 
it would mee.n carte.in injury both to 
their work e.nd their repute.tion. But 
Dr, Ma.cle.ren'e dia.monds ce.n be 
broken up, a.nd remo.in dia.monds 
etill, e.11 e.glee.m with the bee.uteous 
light of truth a.nd its fa.seine.ting pre
senta.tiou, however sme.11 e.nd fra.g
mente.ry they ma.y be. This is a. book 
to revel in, e.nd ree.d a.nywhere. Fresh 
as e. mountain spring, or a. brisk see.
breeze, it touches e.nd thrills the soul 
with life and joys the.t are Divine. 
Turn its pa.gas where you will, and 
there is no barren wilderness of feeble 
essay-writing anywhere to be seen; 
but a heavenly e.nd fragrant garden, 
with the Christ name, and the Christ 
savour everywhere present. We are 
devoutly grateful that the brilliant 
gifts of the greatest living preacher 
are more than ever laid in tribute at 
the Saviour's feet. Never was Dr. 
Me.claren so profoundly Evangelical as 
now, and never more influential as the 
moulder of other men's thoughts e.nd 
tee.chings. May his life be spared for 
many, many years to come, to give us 
such priceless expositions of Bible 
teaching as fill this little volume ! 
We forgot to se.y the.t the portrait in 
the front of the book is the best we 
have seen of the author, and is worth 
quite he.If the price asked for this very 
cheap volume. 

Heaven: an Engnii"!J, By Rev. J. 
HUNT COOKE. Baptist Tract and 
Book Society. 

THE subject of the future, glorified 
life, has always had attractions for 
devout spirits; but he.s too often led 
to mere dreamy speculation, and un
governed rhapsody. The present 
volume is u. reverent enquiry, as it is 
modestly entitled; but it is much 
more. There is evidence of cultured 
stndy, much independent thought, 
devout feeling, e. sm1ity of spirit and 
oontrolled imagination, all of whioh 
contribute to expound a professedly 

difficult theme. The author iq not, 
gre&t &t be.re Msertion, but is fnll of 
suggestion that provokes to tho1wht 
and ultime.tely gree.tly enriches '"'tb~ 
mind. He is se.ture.ted with Scripture 
tee.cbing, and this me.kes him diffident 
r11ther than dogmatic about details of 
tb? b~essed life. lt is enough to grMp 
pnnc1ples, and these e.re practical in 
their effects on the present life as a 
preparation for the future. One 
chapter, on" The Diversity in Glory," 
is itself worth the price charged for 
the whole book, and is e. fine piece of 
spiritual dialectic. We trust the 
volume may have a large reading; it 
is worth making a note of, a,_q a 
suitable present for a Christia.n 
friend. 

The Gospel of Song. By Rev. W. C. 
BULLOCK, M.A. "Home Words., 
Office. 

A LITTLE book urging a potent plea. 
for congregational singing to be made 
e. large part of public worship. The 
author, a cure.te in the Church of 
England, is anxious for Church praise 
not to be a choir performance, but a 
people's thanksgiving to God ; and we 
heartily wish him all truccess in his 
effort to secure that result. It is a 
racy, bright argument, that will ap
peal to many, and should easily com
mand the sixpence asked for it. 

The Approachi'.nq ..:l postasy and /he Jf,u, 
of Sin. ByW. W. FEREDA.Y . .Ufred 
Holness. 

THIS twopenny pamphlet is written 
on the usual Futurist lines ; and, like 
all other works of this order, rests on 
the usual assumptions. We have to 
grant that " the Church has no place, 
as such, in the scheme of prophecy ; " 
also that "the signs of Matt. =iv. 
are for the Jews," &c. But, as we 
are not prepared to grant momentous 
things without a shadow of proof on 
the "ipse dixit" of any School of 
interpretation, our interest in the 
deductions from assumptions is some
wha.t remote. Why is it thnt the 
Pre-millennial Coming, which is sus
ceptible of clear Scriptural enforce
ment, should be me.de to carry a load 
of notions "which minister questions, 
rather than godly edifying " ~ 
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R!!m11s <)I T,-rsf,·,·.1Jn1, a11d otl11•1·s. 
Transl11tc·d by FRANCES BEYAN. 
Seeond ~ries. Nisbet and Co. 

HYMNS printt>d in bold type, suitable 
for the aged and near-sighted. Full 
of g0spel te1'Ching, and praise to 
Christ for His great redemption. 
Translated from German Protestant 
authors, and showing how mighty was 
the Reformation in that country. 
Some of the hymns, such !LS, " All that 
is white," are lofty poems a.s well as 
E-.a.ngelical songs. We heartily com
mend their purchase and perusal. 

Prr}'arin_q for the Better Land. By 
J.C. SMITH. Second edition. With 
numerous illustrations. Dundee : 
Ja.mes Mathew and Co. 

Or simple rhyme, there is much in 

:,vcrin/ P,·eliminan1 _Yotire. - We are 
happy to be able to announce that, during 
the forthcoming book sea.son, Messrs. Pass
more and Alabaster will (n.v.) publish the 
first -.olume of the long-expected STANDARD 
LIFE OF C. H. SP=GEON. It will take the 
form of an A.utobiograph,11, for which Mr. 
Spurgeon ha.d long been preparing the 
material before he was "called home." 
There will probably be four large hand
some 'l"Oiumes, fully illustrated; but further 
detailB will be o.nnonnced later. We issue 
this early intimation in order that the 
many friends who have been waiting and 
watrhing for the appea.ra.nce of the "Life " 
of Mr. Spurgeon may know that it is 
sh0rtly to be published. The title-page of 
the first volume will give sorne idea. of the 
unique chare.cter of the work, so we sub
join a copy of it:-

C. H. SPURGEON'S AUTOBIOGRA.PHY, 

Compiled from 
Hi, IJiary, Letter,, aud Records, 

by HIS WIFE, 
and his Private Secretary. 

Yo!. I. 18:H-18-J4. 

.11,o!l,er ,~j,,cial ,Yotiee.-Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon is now away for a much-needed 
l,oliday, and his place is being ably filled 
by the pn,achers auuounced le.et month: -
Aug-. ~~, Pe.stor Che.rles Spurgeon; Aug. 
~!J, Pastor Hugh D. Brown, M.A.; Sept. Ii, 
Paetor Archibald G. Browu; Sept. 12, 
aIJd all we,,:k-night service• and pre.yer
Wbetiugs, Pastor C. B. Rawday. On 
Lord's-day, Sept. le!, Pastor Thorna.s Spur
geoIJ wjll (IJ. v.J again preach at the 

this book; of ~oetry, very little. It 
will doubtless interest the children 
and profit their souls, for the gospoi 
is here cle11rly taught. We question 
however, if it is wise, so closely e.; 
is done here, to asRociate ,conversion 
with dying, as thou~h death was the 
next thing to believing in Jesus. 
Several of the children mentioned in 
these pages die soon after giving their 
hel\rts to Christ. Christianity ought 
not to be represented as a lugubrious 
thing, and as a short out to the ceme
tery. As a rule, children do not 
desire to die any more than adults • 
the little ones long to live, for life t~ 
them is a delight. We should strive 
to bring them early to Christ, and 
teach them to live to be holy and 
useful ; then, with Heaven as their 
goal, they will live to a noble purpo11e. 

Tabernacle, and the following de.y, Monde.y, 
Sept. 20, - ltis forty-first bi,·thday, -he 
hopes to be in his vestry to receive the.nk
offerings on behalf of any portion of the 
Lord's work that may be in need. In 1895, 
the Pastor's Birthday Fund a.mounted to 
£150; last year, it rose to £358 15s.; e.nd 
it remains to be seen whe.t a.newer will be 
given to the " rule of three " sum submitted 
by the Pastor at the last annual church
meeting,-" If they ge.ve him £358 15s. 
when he was forty yee.rs old, what would 
they not give him when he we.a forty-one?" 
Doubtless, some friends who will not be 
able to be present will like to help to swell 
the tote.I by which many will desire to 
express their heartfelt thanksgiving for 
another year of peace e.nd prosperity e.t the 
Metropolitan Taberne.cle. All such con
tributions will be gre.tefully received by 
Pastor Thome.s Spurgeon. 

Messrs. Passmore and Ala.baster e.sk us to 
mention that a lady he.a undertaken to pe.y 
half the cost of sending the Sermons e.nd 
Swo1·d and T,·owel to the twenty-two 
Hospitals mentioned in the "Notes" of the 
July Magaziue. If any reader is prepe.red 
to give the remaining he.If, Messrs. Pass
more and Alabaster will be gle.d of e.n intime,
tion to that effect. We understu.nd the.t 
the amount needed for six months is £2 4s. 

COLLEGE.-The following students have 
settled since our last notice :--Mr. A. W. 
Beau, at Maryhill, Glasgow; Mr. F. T. 
Passmore, at Carpenter's Road, Stratford; 
and Mr. P. E. Pepperdeno, e.t Soham, 
Cambridgeshire. 

Mr. J. Dlaikio has removed, from Auck
land, New 1/,ee.land, to Hobart, Tasm11nie. i 
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Mr. G. T. Ed11ley, from D11rking Road 
'l'abern11ole to Emmnnuel Ohurch, H11rrin
gay; Mr. J SpCLoewiok, from Longford, to 
Weston-by-Weedon; CLod Mr. B. J. Gibbon 
is shortly le11ving Eo.etStreet, Southnmpton, 
to tCLke the overeight of the important 
church worehipping at Dloomebury Ch11pel, 
London. 

Our brother, George A. Huntley, M.D., 
expect• eoon to return to Chin11, to 
labour ae e. medical mieeionnry in Han-iang, 
o. large city in the province of Hupeh, co11-
taioing e. populo.tion of 200,000, with ma.ny 
thickly-peopled towns a.nd villo.ges around, 
and with only two mieeionariee witneeeing 
for Chriet. He o.eks for earnest pro.yer on 
beho.lf of the great work he is underto.king 
in the no.me of the Lord Jesus. 

The specie.I item of interest to be noted 
during the past month is the students' ,·e• 
union at '' Westwood'' on Wednesday, 
Aug,.st lltl,, by the kind invitation of Mrs. 
C. H. Spurgeon. The general outline of 
the do.y's proceedings was similar to the 
progr11mme of the previous year'• g11.thering, 
so we need not describe it in detail. On 
the whole, the do.y wo.e fine, though eome 
raiu fell ; a.nd the large company of 
Trustees, tutors, and student• spent 11 most 
h11ppy da.y in the heo.utiful garden that is 
so cloeely a.ssociated with tenderest memories 
of the ever-beloved C. H. Spurgeon. In 
the morning, the President (Pa.star Thomas 
Spurgeon) welcomed fourteen of the six
teen new students who ha.ve entered the 
College this eession, making the present 
number of students eixty-five. Pastor 
Jamee Stephens, M.A., gave a brief ad
dress, pointiog out how College etudies 
might best be utilized as a preparatio11 for 
the duties of mioisterial life. In the even
ing, a meeting was held on the lawn, when 
addresses were delivered by the President 
(Pastor Thomll.ll Spurgeon), the Vice-Presi
dent (Pastor Charles Spurgeon), the 
Tron.surer (Po.star J. A. Spurgeon), o.nd 
two of the tutor• lProfessors Marcha.nt and 
McCa.ig). Verr hearty thanke were ac
co,ded to Mre. Spurgeon for a.,,ae.in allowing 
the brethren to assemble at "Westwood," 
o.nd ae all gathered around the "Work
room" with which reo.ders of the Swo,·d 
1111d Trowel are so fully acquainted, a 
ringin,t farewell cheer wae given for the 
beloved worker a.s a po.rting o.seurance of 
the 11:ro.titude of the present repreeento.tives 
of "Our Alma Ma.tar." 

ORl'HANAOE.-Through the kindness of 
frieodij, all the orpho.ns who were unable to 
goo.way for the holidayij were provided for, 
an,l thua the Orphanage sto.ff could also take 
full u.dv11nto.ge of the vaoation. Heartiest 
tlutnks are given to all who helped to enter
tnin the boys and girls. 

Mr. Cho.rlesworth asks us to mention 
tha.t he will be glad to book engngements 
for the choir in London o.nd district during 
Septomber and po.rt of October. In the 
ltltter mouth, he hopes to be in Birmingham 

with the boys; be will be happy to henr of 
other pla.cea in tho Mirllands that can be 
visited while he i• in that region. All 
communication• should ho a.drlre•sed to Mr. 
Cho.rlesworth, Stockwell Orphanage, Cl11.p
ho.m Road, Lonaon, 8.W. 

In the forthcoming number of ThP
Orplirt11age (l,,arlf:r/_11, Mr. Charl.,sworth 
continuee the report of th" orphans' 
American tour, narrating their exp~rience, 
"from Boston to Buffalo." Contributions 
for the proposed Sea-sirle Home are ac
knowledged, bringing the total up to 
£2,314 13e. lid.; Mrs. M. Cumming has 
written a brief but loving '' In Memoriam'' 
sketch of Mr. James Stiff; and the 
Q11arterly concludes with the music of ~Ir. 
Sankey's beautiful new hymn, "There'll 
be no dark valley when J esos comes." 

By the death of Geo1·9e Palm,;r, E.•1-. J.P., 
of Reading, both Orphanage and Col portage 
lose a generous and hearty friend and helper. 
Indeed, the present month's lists for the two 
inetitntions show that onr frieo d's eympa
thy with the work was maintained to the 
close of his life. When the (;iris' Orphan
age was being built, in 18..90, Mr. Palmer 
WM invited to lay the atone of " The 
Rea.ding House." He did so, and there is 
therefore a permanent memorial of tl,e great 
liberality of himself and other Re:,,ding 
friends. We pray that all who are left to 
mourn his loss may be graciously sustained 
and comforted. 

COLPORTA.OE.-lt is with sincere thank
fulness to our Heo.venly Father that we are 
able to report continued progress in our 
work. Our friends at Brid~orth desire to 
ope11 up a new District, and we trust that 
the colporteur who will be appointed m'1.y 
be Divinely blessed in his semce for the 
Master, and have the hearty co-opeBtio11 
of all who o.re interested in the spread of 
the truth by the distribution of God·s 
,v ord, and other publications which cont'1in 
the gospel message. 

We are pleased to note that our last 
quo.rter's sales are in excess of those at the 
correspondin~ period of last year : but our 
Genera.I Fund requires to be considerably 
increased to cover the deficiencies of certain 
Districts. As the ho.rvest is now being 
reo.ped in many parts, we hope our friends 
will be able to counterbalance this dr.lW• 
bnck by sending in generous gifts WI thank
offerings for the ingathertng of the fruits 
of the earth. For the last two years and :i 
half, we ha.ve been eno.bled to pay our way 
ns our accounts have come i11, o.nd we are 
very desirous to continue this e,icellent 
syetem. 

All communico.tions shouhl be o.ddressed 
to " Secretary,"' Metropolito.n T,ibernacle 
Colporto.ge Association, Pastors' College, 
Temple Street, Southwark, S.E. 

Baptisms o.t Metropolitan Taberue.cle ·
July :W, thirteen; a\ lfoddou H:i.11, July 1~, 
three. 
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~ctropolitan @;a&cnmctc. 
S/nle111e11t of Rereipts f,·0,1, J11ly 15th to A.11g1ut l4tl,, 1897. 

f. •· d. 
l~ntrihttion ft'(lm B,i~tol Road Dn.r-

ti~t l'hurd,. "·eston-super-Ma.re, per 
P:tstor }\. :--.. L 1t11nt ... r . .. . . . .. 

Ptut c.:,11~(."ti(\n at Bro~ulmeftd CbRp~l, 
Bri::--tol. per PN.Stor D. J. Hiley ... 

Pk--..tc•r G.\\·. Linnt>c&r ... 
ltl~. He,·es ... .. 
C-0lh"'('t10n at PrinC("s Ri-:boro1 

Chapel, per Pastor J. H. Markham ... 
'Mr.""· Pitcher 
Mr. ll<,ck 
P~tor C. A. DR.nu ... 
rx~tor A. Tessier . . ... ... 
Masters Bert and Norman Wells 

6 10 

6 17 
0 12 
0 2 

1 10 
1 1 
1 0 
0 5 
0 10 
1 0 

0 

9 
6 
6 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Rev. R. J.ll<!eclilf ... 
Mn,.E. P. Hill 
Mrs. Bailey . . . .., ... ... 
Mr. Archibald Stew11rt, per Mrs. 

C. ll. Spurl(eon ... 
Mrs. A. Dallftotine ... . .. 

\Veekly Olferings at Met. Tah. :-
July 18 4 18 6 

,. 26 2t 14 0 
Aug. 1 18 8 7 

8 16 14 2 

Statement of Receipts f,·om J11ly 15th to ..d.11gust 14th, 1897 . 

.£ s. d. 
Y.P.S.C.E., Thornton HeAth, per Miss 

H&mi.ld ... ... ... .. 
~I etropolitan Tabernacle S.8. Mis-

sionary t:"nion, per Mr. T. H. Olney 
n. ~cS. ... ... . .. 
.'-o affl..icted missiollJI.I'y in India 
·•Phil i<.19" 
H . .A.. B. 
)I rs. E. A. Sin cl a r 
Mr. Archchibald Stewart, per ~ 

C. H. Spurgeon ... 

0 6 9 

5 0 0 
0 6 0 
1 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 15 0 

0 5 0 

"For Christ's sake,, ... ... . .. 
From young people nt Beulah Baptist 

Chapel, Bel<bill
Per Mrs. Hockey ... 
Per Mrs. tiimmon:; 
Per Mr. Baker ... 

Mrs. A. Kcrridge ... 

0 11 0 
0 10 0 
O 6 6 

I. e. d. 
0 2 6 
0 10 O 
0 1 0 

0 5 0 
0 6 O 

62 15 3 ---
£83 7 6 

I. •· d. 
0 6 C 

1 7 6 
0 4 0 

f.10 16 3 

Pastor Thos. Spurgeon de;dres to acknowled,,...., receipt of £1 from Mr. J.C. Grant, for Famine Fund 
,f l:ev. J. G. Pol.Ler, .Agra, India. 

iltt ~focftwtlt ®r~Jmnage. 
Stateme11t •f Receipts f,·om July 1511, lo .&.ugusl 14tl>, 1897. 

f. •· d. 
lieu.tiers of " The Christian," per 

M•···•"' )!organ and ScJtt 
!lr.E D.1v.i; 
,\ir. '1' 1•'_ 01omham 
:ll. E. l',eckenham 
O,ll..,,-k l t,\· Jl1~ lI. Yander ... 
c,,11 cu, l 1,:_. :urs. F. Hill 
Mr. H. E llu-1,neU 
1--:iawr,,.., J'ulDey ... 
1•.,,.~1 o·Jer, Im1ghborough 
M,. v. Hallett 
L )1. 
)·r .. 1;, HearROD ... . .. 
8cJri .. J,nck :-3treet, Wigan, Baptist 

:-,11.,d,1.y,,;ch(,ol, per lJr. R. Telford ... 
1'-f r,,. A. }'':'arec= 
Jib• 1-°d1!U.,00 u• ••. • •• 

, ·,,11,-,c,,d by llr. W. H. Rea.d.iDg 
:Mr. i,nd Yr&. Woolidge ... 
Ill.<,. B. . •• 
Mr. J Bell -· 
Mn,. )l. IJ. &liar .. ... ... ... 
n,-;.1.o1 Road Bapti.,,t Church, Weat.on-

,ruper-)!are, per Mr. A. J . .A.llb11tt ... 

6 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 12 6 
0 3 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
5 0 0 
1 1 0 

0 12 0 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
1 2 10 
0 10 0 
5 6 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

6 10 0 

R.W.E ....... 
A friend, Bedford ... 
Mr•- B. Jones ... 
Mrs. Buckmo.ster, sen. 
Miss Btucb bery .. . 
Mr. J. Oiling-ton ... ... .. . 
Collected by Mrs. R. C. Allen .. . 
Culleeted by Mrs. P. Whyte 
Mr. S. Moody ... ... . .. 
The late Mr. G. Palmer, J.P .... 
Mrs. B. A.. Cousens 
E.A.L. ... ... ... ... ... 
Mr. Simpkins' Dible-class, Lonedowne 

DaptistChepel, Bournemouth 
Mr. T. E-,tocl< ... 
Stamps. Norwich ... 
Mr. R. Brown 

~O:i.e!\~-the Misses .. Holni~n a,;,d 
Ottaway ... ... . .. 

Rev. G. W. and Mrs. Hills 
Mrs. Eldridge .. . 
F. J., High Crosa ... . .. 
Do1: at Tabernacle gates ... 

£ a. d. 
0 17 8 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 9 0 
0 9 0 

fiO O 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 

1 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

9 0 
2 0 0 
O 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 6 10 
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Jlfr•. 8. Getile 
l\,liR'l 'J1hnrnton, per Mrs. "J. A.: 

Spurgeon . . . ... .. . . .. 
lli~hg11te Rond Baptist Ch11pel, per 

l\lr. C. Weight .. . 
A Scrmon-r{'nder .. . 
Mrs. W, H lllow .. . 
l\lrs. M. l\Icrry 
Mr. A. J. Robbin•.. ... ... ... 
'fhc D<>lm11r Che.ritablo Trust, per Mr. 

II. Verden ... .. 
Polit,il or(ler, Northampton 
~li:--::iU. Shaw .. . 
l\lr. P. Hooper ... ... ... . .. 
l\Ir< .. Durgess's Bible-class, Stockwell 

Orphflnage .. . 
Mi~:s Ligbtbound .. . 
Mr. Deck . ... ... . .. 
Mr•. 'L Chillingworth ... ... 
Collected by Ma.ster 0. V. Eveleigh 
Mr.s. Rensh1tw ... 
W .. J. H., Willesden 
F. G.... ... 
l\Ir. J. Wilson ... ... 
Collected at Flower ~ervice, Bessela 

Green Baptist and Mission Sunday
sehool, per Mr. E. Greening ... 

Mr. W. Graham ... ... . .. 
A friend, per Po.star N. Dobson 
Mr. C. F. Simmons 
Mr. R. Graham ... 
Miss Nancy Bryson 
Major Howard Spri~g ... . .. 
l\Iosters Bert l'1Ld Norman Wells 
Mr. P. Stewart 
l\Irs. Fothergill 
Mra. Goodman ... . .. 

Collected by Mrs. Tansley
Mr. Mellows 
Mr. Colman ... 
Mr. Tansley .. . 
Mr. Hendry .. . 

1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

£ El, d. 
2 0 10 

0 0 

I 11 0 
0 2 B 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
6 0 0 

6 6 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 11 0 
0 4 6 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 7 6 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 

1 16 6 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
2 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 O 

Mr. H. 8. Colman... 
Mrs. d. Willeon ... 
Mi ... • Hall and Torey 
1r[r,1. Stoue.r ... 
Rev. T. B~rrB.88 
Mr.G. Smith 

Mrs. H. Lake 
Mr. R. Rtollwood .. . 

0 
() 

() 

() 

() 

0 

r, () 

5 () 

5 () 

1 0 
2 6 
2 () 

Mr. T. D. Adams ... ... ... . .. 
Fillebrook Junior Christian Endeavour 

Society ... .. ... 
Sarah and Lizzie, per Mrs. J. A. 

8pur5feon ... ... . 
Mrs Browne ... ... .. 
Collected by Miss E. M. Broughton 
Postal order, Glasgow . . . . .. 
A thankoffering ... 
Mr. T. Steer,_ ... 
Mr. F. G. Bame,s ... 
Mr. and Mra. Medway ... 
C:ollected by Mrs. E. Champ 
Collected by Mr. W. Dixon 
lllr. C. Waters ... . .. 
Sandwich, per Bankers ... 
E<ecutors of the late Mis.s Jane 

E!~:':Wif th~-- !at~-- Mr;." Ann 
Crampin ... ... . .. 
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:-

Tbe late Mr. James Stewart, 
per Mr. A. Stewart 

Miss L. ... _ 
Mrs. H. Parsons ... 

5 0 0 
0 .'\ 0 
0 10 0 

Meetings by Jfr. Charksworth and the 
Orphana_qe Choir:-

£ s. d. 

3 9 6 
() 5 0 
() 2 0 
I 0 0 

IJ 13 0 

0 5 0 
10 0 0 

0 15 0 
() 4 0 
() 7 6 
1 0 0 
0 1 6 
5 0 0 
() 1 11 
0 12 6 
I I 0 
1 I 0 

45 11 9 

10 0 0 

5 15 0 

Princess of Wales' Dinner Fund ... 2 2 O 
Grafton Square Baptist Sunday-school 2 16 1 

£225 14 9 

List of presents Jroni J1tl.11 l )th tr, .A.ugu.st 14th, 1897 :-PRov1sIO:ss :-SO pecks Strawberries. )[r. 
A. Vinson; l _New Zealand Shef'p, Sir A. Sea.le Has.lam; 66 quarterns Bl't:'"ad, Ye~TI- Hender.son and 
Son; 1-i que.rtems BretLd, M,·. R. ·Hearn; 28 lhs. Bacon, J. H.; a qwmtity Sweet; a.nd Cakes, Mrs. 
Juggins. 

Bm:s' CLOTHING :-4 Shirts, llliss Robinson. 

GrnLs' CLOTIIINO :-8 pairs Cu Ifs, Miu Haward ; 13 Article~, l\liss Robinson: 7 Artieles. lCrs. 
Des Foyes; 6 pairs Cuffs, L. H.; 22½ ye.rds various Materials, 4 Articl""• a.lso 22 Articles Worn 
Clothing, Mrs. Spoonrr. 

GESERAL :-7 tons 9 cwt. Coals, Mr. R. K. Juniper; 1 box Flowers, children of Bilde,-ton B:aptist 
Church Sundo.y-school. 

Qlol11ortagc ~ssociation. 
State111e11t of Receipts Ji·o111 Jrtly 151/l to ...:l.t1g11st l-!111, 1S9i. 

Subscriptions and Danatiousfor Districts: -
£ s. d. 

!Cent and Sussex Baptist Associ11tion, 
pel' Po.star •r. He.ncocks ... .. 

Southern Dnptist Associntion, per Mr. 
J. u. mnke ... ... ... ... 

Oxfol'dshiro naptist Association, per 
Mr. J. Hcynulds ... 

Ore.•nw1ch. per Pastor C Spurgeon ., 
Cnrdiff aud Pcnrhiwceiber, per Mr. R. 

Cory, J.P.... ... ... ... .., 
OrctLt Staughton, per Pa.star W. D. 

Orey ... ... ... ... ... 
Southampton, per Mr. n. neck... .. . 
Oowling Uill. per Pnstor F,, R. Lewis ... 
Curdilf, per Ml'. J. Cory, J.P .... 

40 0 0 

60 0 0 

10 0 0 
lU O 0 

11 6 0 

7 10 0 
11 5 0 
10 0 (l 

11 5 0 

Estover. per l\Ir. H. 0. Serpell ... 
Metl"Opohtan Tabern•cle, p,r llr. 

Thos. H. Olney 
SwtLtfh,un Prior, per l\Ir. R. Molfat ... 
MinchinbtUD.pton, per Messl-s. P. L". 

Evans l\nd Soos... ... ... 
Brentford, In Memori:t.m, p('r ll~ssr~. 

Greenwood Brot,hers ... . .. 
Dri<liuorth, per Mr. 0. T.loyU ... . .. 
llorsforth, per l\Irs. C. K l•ilbrough ... 
Earls Colne, per Mr. J. A. Tawell 
Tewkesbury, per Mrs. Thos. White ... 
Aylesbury, per Mes.srs. T:l.y lor tu.id 

Gurney ... ... ..-. 
Tewkeabury, per Mrs. Robiu.sJu 

£ s. a. 
lll u 0 

10 0 0 
10 u 0 

1,, u 0 

Ill 0 ,, 
'!'! 10 " II 5 ll 
Ill " ll 

l 6 0 

10 0 0 
~ 0 u 



S4S REULAll DArTTST CHAPEL, DEXIIILL·ON-SEA. 

Dorking, rer Mr. A. Ch•hot £ •· d, 
15 0 0 

;£296 6 0 

The l"t" llfr. G. PRlmer, J.P. 
Mr. Wm. Lawrie ... ... 
L. R ....... 
Mr. S.J. Pnrker 

~lrs. ~purgcon'!i Jund jor <!iencral 
Jord'!i ijQ!orlt. 

Stateme11t of Receipts ft·om Jr,ly 17th to A.11g1est 14tl,, 1897. 

" A tenth from the Bnsh ~ 
H. O. :S. . .. 
Northampton 
"Gnlt.efnl " ... 
Mr. D. Laansma ... 
M.r. J. T. St.e~en..son ... ... . .. 
The late Mr. J,.mes Stewart, per Yr. 

Archibald St.e,n,rt (for the spread of 
tbe gospel) 

£ s. d. 
l O 0 
0 ,l 6 
O 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 0 
2 0 O 

5 0 0 

For translations of sermons:-

A.Z. ... ... ... ... . .. 
Miss Dawson (for Ke.fli.r sermous) 
H.O.N. ... ... ... .. ... 
A reader of Tiu Swo, d and the Troiuel 

£ •· d. 
20 0 O 
0 12 O 
u (j 0 
0 2 8 

£21 10 O 

£ e. d. 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 

£10 1a s' 

~culah ~c;\;hilt-on- jea. 
Statcmwt of Receipts from July 17tl, to .d.ugust Uth, 1897. 

Amow,t preriously acknowledged 
Mr:,;.. Log-an ... 
~ Da.wson 
Mrs. W'alter.. ... 
S.S .. Tewkesbury ... 
Mis~ Cowen ... 
A.. 2. -· 
A fri('od. per liro. Brigg ... 
Mrs. Se. rille ... 
Mi,s .-\.t kiru;_ .. . . .. 
Pa.stor H. Rylands Brown 
·• Thuugb I be nothing" .. 
lln,. :Summers 
A. friP!ld . 
Miae!Jransfield 
Mrs. Ellwood 

£ s. d. 
... 2,<Wi 2 10 

0 10 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 O 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
4 4 0 
0 6 0 
2 2 0 

Mrs. Campion . .. . . . ... . .. 
Amos anc1 Co., " a basket of summer 

5 0 0 
0 10 0 

fruit" ... .. 
Mr. a11d Mrs. C. Comber ... 
:Mrs. Higgs 
0. ll .... 

0 10 0 
I O 0 

10 0 0 
21 0 0 

Corsh,im ducks 
Mr. D. L-t.ausma. ... 
For Jesus' sake 
Mr. G. Rogel'S 
" Tarrytown,, 
Miss H~ll ... 
Miss Halle ... ... 
Mr. Archibald Stewart ... 

Per Pastor J. 8. Hockey : -
Miss Clarke ... 
Miss Kelly ... 
Mias 1£. Bullock ... . .. 
Tunbridge Welle friend .. . 
Mra. Mumford ... ... ... .. . 
Mrs. Phillips ... ... ... ... 
Profit on Mrs, C. H. Spurgeon'• photo-

graphs ... ... .. ... ... 
In boxes at Beulah Baptist Chapel 

£ •· d. 
0 7 0 
0 8 0 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 6 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 

0 6 0 
0 2 o· 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
I 0 0 
1 0 0 

2 0 0 
0 17 3 

£1,108 16 7 

Also prom i•••• £:15. 

Special Kutice.-Contributions "For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Fo1·eiq11 
Tran,latio1'& vf C. H. Spurgeon's Sermons, ar.d for Beulah Baptist Cl,apel, Bexliill-on-Sea, 
a/,o,dd be se1tl to Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon, " Westwood," Beulah Hilt, Upper 1Vorwood, 
Lond&n, S.E. 

Donation• for the Pastor•' College, the Pa,tor .. College Mi,,ionary .d.BRociation, and tlte 
Culpr,rtrige .Association, ,lioutd be addre11ed to the Pre,ident, Pastor Tl1omaa Spurgeon, 
r/o tl,,e Secretary, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, 8.E. 

Cuulributiona and 9ift• in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Homea sliould be addressed to 
tl,,e Prnidcnt, Pasir,r J . .d.. Spurgeon, c/o the Secretary, Stockwell Orplutnage, Clttµl,am 
J:,r,ad, Lond,m, 8. TV. 

C/,r;qu,u and mrmtl/ orders Nl//Juld be crossed, and made payable to tl,e President of t/;e 
]mt-dutum fur whiel, tl,e donation is intended. IJonor, are earnestly requested to aenrl their 
full rwme• and addr••••• wit/, tlteir gifts, and to write to the President if tlie!I do not 1·eocive 
an ackn&wtcdgment wit/;in a week. 
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" ~he ~urstitm Q9nh" at " 'oolcstmood.· · 
o. n. 8l'UROEON 1S rMl'ROMl'TU ANSWERS TO STUDE;sTs' QL'ESTIO::SS. 

( Contin118d from page j03.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.- Wliat co11rse 1co111d b~ t/1,1 bf,<.t !o 
adopt in tlte case of clt1t1. ·cli-1111,mb1•1-., who liar~ bee:1 absmt from. 
tho Lord's tabl11 for a !ft?«/" or lo11_i71'r 1 

MR. SPUROEON's ANSWER.-.-\.fter a. l'(lrtain time, in ru~)St 

churches, their nn.mos nro removed for non-n.tteudance : 
nnd thn.t should be the g·enern.l custom. In the cn.se of stnne p0rsons, 

3j 
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it wo1i.ld be better to visit them, and ask them why they have not 
heo?n t,) the communion. Absence from the Lord's table may be the 
effect of such 'l"ery different causes that it is impossible to lay down 
any unfren,,al rule. Som,, may be bedridden, others may be in a 
lunatic asylum, !'Ollle may be sailors at s,,a, and others travelling in 
foreii-rn lands. ,v e generally give a certificate for six or twelve 
months to our friends who go abroacl not knowing where they will 
i;:ettle. and then, when they are accepted as members of another 
church. we ask to be informed of the fact that it may be duly 
recorded in our books. The pastor must always exercise a certain 
amount of discretion in the case of absentees, and deal kindly and 
yet faithfully with each one. Suppose the visiting elder reports:
., That brother has been Yisited six times, and on each occasion he 
ga,e some sort of reason for his absence, and promised that he would 
attend, but he bas not been." Well, in such a case as that, there is 
really nothing more to be done but to remove his name for non
attendance. In some instances, such a course as that will save us 
from going into the particulars of a grave scandal which could not 
do anybody any good if it were brought to light. There are some 
country churches that have upon their books the names of members 
of whom all trace has been lost for years; but there is, perhaps, a 
good old deacon who says, "The names always have been there as 
long as I can remember, and I don't mean to have them removed 
while I have the power to prevent it." If he happens to be the 
deacon of a church of which you are the pastor, you will neeq. to 
exercise much forbearance, and proceed with great caution ; but as 
soon as you can see a fitting opportunity, you must have those names 
remo'l"ed, so that your church-books shall honestly represent the 
actual membership of the church. 

• • • • 
Q.- What ought to be done in the case of the secretary of a church who 

i;r(Jpagates false doctrines -~ The churclt rer-ognized his former usefulness, 
and made him a presmt; but he was asked to resign both secrelaryship and 
membership of the church . 

.A.-He should withdraw from the church without being asked if 
his doctrines are not in accordance with the doctrines of tb.e church. 
It is he who is in the wrong position, and if he is a man at all I 
think he will see this himself. At any rate, you cannot let him stop 
to oppose the truth that is preached in the pulpit, and to act cont!ary 
to the doctrines held by the church. These are very tender points, 
brethren and they need to be handled very delicately ; and we do 
not want to have to resort to extreme measures till we are absolutely 
driven to such a course. 

• $ • • 

Q,.-Would n(Jt a church be warranted in expelling a member who, for 
tu;enty yeara, had disturbed the peace of that church,-auch char9e, however, 
bez'ng tlu (Inly one that could be brought a_qainst tlie member ? 

.A.-The c:burc:h would certainly be wananted in expelling any 
member who was constantly disturbing the peace of thie whole 
community. II it were, unhappily, my misfortune to havo to deal 
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with such an iodividuo.l, I think I should wait until he had committed 
some ovort net, of on even worse character than usual, and then I 
should say to the members, 11 You have yourselves been witnesses of 
whnt this man bns done, and you can judge whether his conduct is 
consistent with his Christian profession." I have known instances 
where, without any prompting from the pastor, someone in the church 
has proposed that the quarrelsome member be expelled, and it has 
been agreed to all but unanimously, so that he could say to the 
offender, "Well, my brother, you see that the majority of your 
fellow-members would have it to be so, and there is no help for it.'' 
Possibly, such a man may do as much damage to the church outside 
as he did inside, for when a person is thoroughly cantankerous, there 
is no telling what he may do. Let the whole matter be dealt with in 
such a fashion that he shall not be able to make mischief because of 
any grievance against the church through its action in withdrawing 
from him. Again I say that such a case as this needs very delicate 
handling; but, if all other means have been tried, and have failed, 
then the church is justified in excluding the troubler, and if it must 
be done, then let it be done. 

Perhaps many of you heard my sermon in the Tabernacle, last 
night," concerning Paul being ready to exercise discipline in the 
Corin~hian church; that was the church which the Lord was judging 
and chastening because of its inconsistent conduct. You remember 
how Paul wrote: '' For this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not 
be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with the world." There is a Divine 
discipline always going on in the church, of which, sometimes, we are 
not fully aware. 

I remember one terrible instance, which occurred many years ago, 
of a man who often tried to offend and annoy me; but that is not a 
thing that can be done so easily as some suppose. The man to whom 
I refer had loi;i.g attempted it, and failed. 

At last, one Sabbath, when he had been peculiarly troublesome, I 
said to him, 11 Brother ---, will you come and see me to-morrow 
morning? " In a very surly tone he replied, 11 I have got my linng 
to earn, and I can't see you after fiye o'clock in the morning." "Oh!" 
I so.id, "that will suit me very well, and I will be at your service, 
and have a cup of coffee ready for you to-morrow morning at five 
o'clock." I was at the door at the appointed time ready to let him 
in; his temper hnd led him to wnlk all those miles out to my house 
that he might tell me of his lo.test grievance. It appeared that he 
had lost £25 for something or other that he had done, he said for 
the church, but we o.11 felt that it was his own 1)rivnte speculation, 
and we were not responsible. However, he snid that he could not afford 
to lose such a large amount, so I counted out fivL~ £5 notes, and gave 
them to him. He looked at me, and asked me this question, "Do 
you give me this money out of any of the church funds?" "No," 
I answered, "I foel that you cannot afford such a loss, and though it 

• Soo Met,·opolitan 1'ahernac/d I'11/pit, No. 2,28.5, "rnul the Ready." 
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if' no conN'rn of mine, I willing·ly gi,e you the monoy. '' I noticed a 
i;:trange look come over his face, but lie said very littlo more, nnd r· 
prayed with him, and he went nway. 

At fiw o'elock in the afternoon, he sent round for my brother to go 
and see him, and when he returned, he said to me, "Brother, you· 
ba,e killed that man by your kindness; he cannot live much longer. 
R(' confessed to me that he had broken up two churches before, and 
that he had come into the Tabernacle church on purpose to break it 
up, and e!<pecially sought to put you out of temper with him,-which· 
he ne,er could do,-and he said that he was a devil, and not a 
Christian. I said to him, 'My brother once proposed to have you as 
an elder of the church.' He said, ' Did he really think so much of 
me as that?' I answered, 'Yes, but the other elders said that you had 
such a dreadful temper that there would be no peace in their midst if 
you were brought in among them.' " 

About the middle of the prayer-meeting, a note was passed to me 
saying that he had cut his throat. I felt his death terribly, and the 
effect of it upon the people generally was much the same as when 
A.nanias and Sapphira were slain because of their lying unto the 
Holy Ghost : '' Great fear came upon all the church, and upon as 
many as heard these things.'' I had often spoken of killing people 
by kindness, but I never wished to have another instance of it :in my' 
own experience. 

Brethren. yon can very well leave all who trouble you in the hands 
of God. If you can bear with the meekness of Moses, there is a 
great fan in the Lord's hand, and He will throughly purge His 
floor; in His own time and way He will let it be seen who is in the· 
right, and who is in the wrong. Some brethren of my acquaintance 
seem to me as if they were ship-breakers; they say to themselves, 
"This evil thing has got to be cut up," and they spend the rest of' 
their lives in hacking and chopping at that one bit of timber; but 
what is the good of it? I am not going to pull the house down 
because I fancy that there is a maggot in one of those beams that 
support the roof. No, my brother, you must be prepared to bear 
with the maggots ; perhaps there is one in your own head ! Much 
may be done by prayer and patience. " Rome was not built in a 
day.'' "New brooms sweep clean," but it is also possible to make 
birches out of them. Wherefore, let us work on, resolute and 
determined, and, at the same time, prudent and gentle and Christ_. 
like, remembering that time is on our side. and if not, we have all 
eternity on our side ii we are true servants of the Eternal. 

( To be continued.) 

~rs. i. 1. jpurgcon'5 '@lorn-room. 
"Hy times are in Thy hand."-Psalm xxxi. 15. 

WHY then need I trouble or tremble? That great, loving, power
ful hand keeps all the events of my life sealed and secure 

with.in its alruighty clasp, and only He, my Maker and my Master, can 
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permit them to pass from His keeping, and he revealed to me one by 
one, ns His will for me. What a compassionate, gracious arrange
ment! How eminently fitted to fuUil that sweet promise of His Word, 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee, 
because he trusteth in Thee" ! If we fully believed this, we should 
be absolutely devoid of the care which corrodes and chafes the daily 
life of so many professing Christians. 

"My times." Not one or two important epochs of my history only, 
but everything that concerns me ;-joys that I had not expected,
sorrows that must have crushed me if they could have been an
ticipated,-sufferings which might have terrified me by their grimness 
had I looked upon them,-surprises which infinite love had prepared 
for me,-services of which I could not have imagined myself 
capable ;...:...all these lay in that mighty hand as the purposes of God's 
eternal will for me. But, as they have developed gradually and 
silently, how great has been the love which appeared enWTapping and 
enfolding each one! Has not the grief been measured, while the 
gladness has far more abounded? Have not the comforts and con
solations exceeded the crosses and complaints? Have not all things 
been so arranged, and ordered, nnd undertaken, and worke<l out on our 
behalf, that we can but marvel at the goodness and wisdom of God in 
meting out from that dear hand of His all the ''times" that have 
passed over us ? 

You agree with me in all this, do you not, dear reader? Then, I 
pray you, apply it to your present circumstances, however dark or 
difficult they may be. They have come direct from your Father's 
hand to you, and they are His dear will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

So far had I written, in the "Notes" for this month, when, on a 
sudden, God sent to me a " time" of such severe and prolonged pain, 
that my pen fell from my fingers, my words and counsels turned their 
faces inwards, and became a crowd of witnesses rather than a band of 
~xhorters. I hope they have seen some quiet submission to the will of 
God, some patience, some restful faith in every detail of God's dealing 
with me; but, alas ! it is easier to know what to do than to do it, and 
.far less courageous to point out the foe's hiding-places than to stand 
the fire of his artillery. I have been brought very low. The gnawing, 
tearing teeth of pain have fastened themselves upon me, and night 
and day I have beon held fast in their terrible grip. 

"Wherefore doth my Lord thus deal with His child ? " I asked. I 
aought to know what lesson He would teach me by this physical suffer
ing, which lays me aside from all my beloved work, which feeds me 
with "the bread of tears", and gives me "tears to drink in great 
measure." Ilut no direct answer came to my question, and again and 
again the lesson was " returned" as yet imperfectly learned. Some
times, all connected thought vanished, and o. bewilderment of sorrow 
took possession :,f me; yet not one moment did the great Physician 
leave mo; I was ;u distress, but nover i,1 doubt. Day after day, and 
night after night, the pain continued ; but, ofteu, in my weakness, I 
remembered what I had been trying to write of before the trial came, 
and I would whispo1·, " My times are in Thy hand t My times are in 
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Th:, hand'. This is Th:r doing, 0 Lord, so it must be a right 'time•• 
however sad it me:r seem to me ! " 

On(' de:,, the post brought a strange round parcel, which was carried 
to my bed-side. "Please opt>n it," I said to my friend. This was 
more easily said than done, the wrappings were so voluminous. At 
last, a lengthy scroll, beautifully illuminated, was drawn out; and as 
it was unrolled, it was seen to bear the simple but significant 
words,-

Gob nr\Jcr ma{ms 11 misstake. 

It was as if some sweet far-off echo of God's love had suddenly 
embodied itself before me. My soul leaped forward to embrace the 
blessed truth, and found Aolace and strengthening as from the hands 
of a ministering angel. How it soothed and comforted me ! By how 
small a thing, sometimes, does God send uplifting to His children, 
when He has cast them down ! By how gentle an anodyne can "He 
give His beloved sleep" ! Now, no weakness, or ignorance, or help
lessnes~, or suffering, can prevent me from rejoicing in the fact that 
"my times " are in the " hand '' of a God who never makes a. 
mistake. ... '# '# 

(Happily, before I was taken ill, I had prepared the "Notes» 
which follo-w.-S.S.) 

I have quite a bundle of nice letters from which I can give in
teresting extracts. One is from New Zealand, and the writer thanks 
me for two packets of Sermons and Sword and Trowel sent to her 
monthly, and tells me what she does with them. "I used to be glad," 
she says, " t-0 get the Sermons for myself; but I have a double 
pleasure now, first to receive, and then to give. I send one of the 
packets to China, the other to Melbourne, and it is of these latter I 
"Want specially to write. I knew that the friend to whom they are 
sent greatly valued them, but I did not know till lately to what a grand 
use he put them. His wife visits the prison every week, and always 
takes the Sermons with her ; they are lent and re-lent in the female 
wards, and the poor creatures are eagerly anxious for them, and read 
them constantly. I know you will rejoice at this little bit of good 
news, and bless God that your beloved husband is even now preaching 
to the prisoners in Melbourne Jail." 

Yes, I am indeed thankful that everywhere, all over the world, open 
doors are found for the entrance of these precious 8ermons, and I 
pray for strength and means to increase, if possible, the scattering of 
such blessed and fruitful seed. 

The next is a brief note from China, and it says:-" Although I 
have already written to thank you for The Soul-Wi'nner, lmust send 
you another line to tell you how much I have been encouraged by this 
book. My colleague and I have been reading it during our meals, and 
have just finished it. How 0110 is roused to more zeal in the Lord's 
service by d8nr Mr. 8purgeon·s wor<li, ! The Sword and Trotcel and 
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Sermons, which come to me, are always enjoyed, and prove true helps 
in our work. One thing that much impresses me in Mr. Spurgeon's 
writings is their simplicity, and yet they are so comprehensive and so 
practical. Often do I find myself 'adapting' his Sermons for delivr;ry 
in Chinese. I hope this is not plagiarism?" Not a bit of it, dear 
brother, it is just what he would have approved, thanking God that his 
words could be so useful and so doubly blessed. 

A lady missionary in Demerare., to whom Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons 
are constantly sent, speaks of them thus:-" The arrival of the 
English mail is one of the events most eagerly looked for in my quiet 
life; and the Sermons that, through your kindness, come so regularly, 
are more precious than ever. Please accept my warmest and most 
sincere thanks for the continued receipt of these; it does indeed seem 
as if, through them, the dear Pastor still lives amongst us, and still 
speaks of Him whom.he loved and served so well. But, remembering 
that ho is now in God's glorious presence, the mighty utterances are
weighted with fresh interest and redoubled power. I feel it a great 
privilege to receive and pass on such precious portions. Some find 
their way to New South Wales, some to Belize (British Honduras>, and 
many go to a variety of perRons in this Colony. King Solomon, it is 
said, set J oash over' the cellars of oil.' It must have been an im
portant post,-though concealed from public view,-this receiving the 
oil, and overlooking the giving out of supplies; and I think I some
times must feel as he did, for though not in charge of so large a 
quantity of lighting and lubricatin~ material, I know these Sermons 
contain much of the precious oil of the sanctuary, and I esteem it an 
nonourable service to send them forth to work wonders in enlightening 
dark hearts, and anointing them with ' the oil of gladness.'" 

~ 

As these" Notes" from my Work-room are always ·allowed to be 
very "personal", I feel that I may introduce two short quotations 
from some of the letters that fully repay me for all the time and 
thought I give to the preparation of the monthly Scripture subjects. 
God's blessing on them is unspeakably precious to me, and it pro,es 
that He still often works by the feeblest means in carrying out His 
purposes of grace. 

One correspondent says:-" I must tell you how helpful your 
'Notes on e. Text' have been to me. Those for this month (A.ugust;
Isaiah lvii. 18,-were just what my soul most needed; and though 
Se.tan tried to hinder me, I have cast myself upon this blessed 'lrnrd 
of the Lord, and am trusting Him to fulfil it to me in my daily 
experience. I cannot tell you what sweet encouragement it brought 
to me, giving fresh hope that my life may yet show forth the praise 
and glory of my God. Your words (in July Sword and Trcwel) on' God 
is able,' were very comforting, and I have been resting on the promise 
with grea.t delight, and finding it very sweet to my soul." 

The other letter is from 11 friend in Scotla.nd, who writes:-" I send 
a thankoffering to your work, for the great comfort brought to me by 
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your 'Notos' in S100,·d nnd Trou-rl for April last. You seemed to write 
speciall~- for me. I was just passing through a time of trial which was 
pressing n,ry he1nily on my heart; but after I road your' Notes', my 
faith was strengthened, and my burden rolled away. I take in the 
S,rord n11d Trorl'el every month, and the weekly Sermon, for I think I 
could not li,e without them now. May the Lord long spare you to 
write such words of comfort and consolation to His children who are 
in deep waters ! " 

Lord, multiply such gracious tokens of Thy favour, both to writer 
and readers, for Jesu's dear sake! Amen. 

BY THOMAS SPURGEON. 

lROXS IN THE FIRE. 

s. s. 

(A..-..;; ADDRESS TO THE METROPOLITAN TABERYACLE COLPORTEURS, 

DELITERED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 31, 1897.) 

',fT DEAR BRETHREN AND FRIENDS,:_Did I suit my own 
_l.l_ convenience and inclination, I should prefer to sit at your fee~ 
this afternoon, to listen-not so much to you, though I hold you in 
high honour and esteem, as to the story which you are by grace 
enabled to tell of the good hand of our God upon you in your labours 
for the Master. But in rising to speak to you, I am comforted by the 
thought that you do not expect from me anything more than a :familiar 
talk,-or may I use the well-worn but expressive word, " chat "?
for, after all, we reach one another's hearts by chatting together 
a bout the things of the Kingdom, rather than by the delivery of a set 
speech or a grand oration. So I shall attempt nothing more than to 
chat with you familiarly about our work for God. I hesitated a 
moment, for I was about to say "your" work for God, but I prefer to 
talk about " our" work, for we are partners, though we are not 
always in the same ship. Just now, at all events, we are in the same 
ship; and, so far as we are able, we try to be in the same ship with 
you all the year through, and would share your hardships if we could. 

I was glad to hear from the address of one of our brethren, just now, 
that he has been mistaken for a clock-mender. Had I known that 
previously to coming to this meeting, I think I might have found a few 
hints for an address. I do not doubt that our brother is a clock
mender, and that you are like him ; at least, your one great aim is not 
only to oil and clean the machinery of life, and so to help the cottagers 
and your neighbours to live well and to glorify God in their daily 
conduct, but you want to get at the mainspring of the matter, and 
where that is broken, or out of order,-and it is so with all who ha,e 
not been new-made,-to insert a new mainspring of action, that shall 
alter the whole course of life, and cause even unruly clocks to keep 
good time. I thank God that so many of }'OU are engaged in such 
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o. u1rnful business, which, if it be not lucrative to you, is full of glory 
and pro.ise to God. 

'.l'o come to my subject,-I suppose that colporteurs, as well as the 
rest of us, are tempted of the devil. We have been reminded, this 
afternoon, that our blessed Saviour set going just such a work a,i we 
are trying to carry on to-day. May I not say of Him, with all 
reverence, that He was the first of the long line of colporteurs ? What 
a burden hung about His neck, and on His shoulders ! How full of 
blessings were His hands as He went about doing good! Last night, 
you will remember, we read about our Lord being led of the Spirit 
into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil, and of the glorious 
triumph which He secured for Himself and for us ; and we cannot 
wonder if we too are assailed by the prince of darkness. We must not 
be surprised if the devil is at us every now and then, and that, when 
he departs from us, it is only " for a season." 

I wonder whether Satan has ever endeavoured to make you fancy 
that you are too much occupied in work for the Lord, and that if you 
had a little less to do you could do it better. He is quite capable of 
speaking in such a fashion as that, trying to take you by guile, 
insinuating that he is anxious that your work should be well done, 
and that it would be so if you had less of it to do. You know, 
brethren, that he was a liar from the beginning, and that he is only 
seeking to get you to drop that part of your service which works him 
the most injury. That is the very thing you want to keep on doing, 
and to add to it, if possible, by increased energy and zeal. 

The devil came to your late dear President with some such 
suggestion as this. Putting it in his own characteristic language, he 
told us that. Satan once said to him, " Spurgeon, you have got too 
many irons in the fire." How do you think he answered him? 
Solomon said, "Answer a fool according to his folly ; " and my dear 
father told us that he looked Satan straight in the face, and said. 
" I've got none in you1· fire, Mr. Devil ; " and I verily believe that is 
the best way to reply to his Satanic majesty when he tempts us to 
think that we have too many irons in the fire. Let him mind his own 
business, and leave us to attend to ours. He is not engaged in trying 
to save souls, but in seeking whom he may devour. He knows 
nothing, from personal experience, of our high aims, und noble 
ambitions, and God-given powers ; why should he interfere -with us ? 
Thank God, we also can say that, ho-waver many irons we haYe in the 
fire, we have none in the devil's fire! 

It is quite true that you are busy men, and that you haw a great 
variety of duties. I recollect being very much interested, at one of 
your former meetings, as I listened to the stories of several of the 
colporteurs, which brought out very plainly the pleasing fact that all 
sorts of duties appertain to your office, and that you are ready for all 
of them. Well, brethren, have you too many irons in the fire? I 
am glad to hear you say, "No, no;" but I want to impress upon 
you the importance of remembering t~at it all depends upon the 
quantity of fire. If you have so many duties to see to, so many tasks 
to perform, such a variety of offices to engage your attention, you 
cannot heat all those irons at a little flumo, you must heap on the 
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fu('l, you must blow up the fit-e, nay mol't', the Holy Spirit must be 
upon yon in greater measure if you are to do all these things well. 
Provided that there be an adequate supply of Holy Ghost power, and 
zeal begot.ten by the Spirit of Uod, yon ennnot have too ma.ny irons 
in the lire. These God-given duties will bring with them God-given 
str.?ngth to fulfil them, and wisdom and grace withal. 

I resern the deepest of my pity for those who have nothing 
to do; poor, miserable wretches! Thank God, we are not amongst 
t.he unemployed. ! It may be that some of us have reason to 
complain that we have more than our fair share of work, and we a.re 
quite ready to part with some of it to others who are not doing what 
they ought, only wo feel that, if tlrny are ,·oluntarily lazy, they would 
probably make a mess of anything that we might give them to do. 
We do know the joy of resting awhile now and then, and we thank 
God for littie breaks in the time of tuil; but even then, we a.re not 
happy unless we have something to engage the mind and to fill the 
heart. 

" Absence of occupation is not rest, 
A mind quite vsce.nt is e. mind distress'd." 

The Lord save all of us from having vacant minds! Our heads will be 
vacant if our hands are idle and empty, so let them by all means be 
full of work for Christ, and all the work "1>8 do engage in must be for 
Jesus. It will be impossible to do so much if'' for His sake" is not 
W"ritten npon every item of it. What blessed slavery it is to be bound 
to Christ"s service ! How joyous the captivity thll.t binds us to His 
eh.a.riot wheels! I have read that some of the barbarians of the olden 
times actually begged the Romans to enslave them; they saw that 
Roman slaves were apparently better off than they were in their 
savage freedom ; possibly, after they had lost their liberty, they 
found that Roman servitude was not so bright as from a distance 
it appeared. We, too, have asked our blessed Saviour to enslave us, 
we are glad to be His bond-servants ; and if we have any prayer to 
present to Him about the matter, it is, '' Bind the chains still more 
closely, Lord ! Heap the burdens more heavily upon us, for all Thou 
givest us to do or bear is gladsome toil aud happy burden, for Thou 
Thyself dost help us in the duty." 

What a grand task any sort of service for Christ is ! I think that, 
if I had the opportunity to change my post of service, I should ask to 
be a colporteur. You smile at that remark; perhaps you fancy that 
I speak thus because I have never been one, and do not know what it 
means. But, honestly and solemnly, I cannot think of any gladder 
task than God has given you. The angels know not how to envy ; 
but, methinks, if it were possible, some of them who are commissioned 
to perform the highest and the noblest tasks would, at least, find a 
happy change in doing Col portage work, and going such rounds as you 
go. I am not sure but that they do; perchance, you have felt the 
presenu, of ministering spirits when you have been on your long 
journeys, and have beeu disappointed aud discouraged at your task. 
I believe that, for all who labour faithfully for Jesus,-

" There are angel& hov'ring round." 
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I congratulate you, clonr brethren, upon your versntility. It is not 
often that I use a half-crown worcl, I never clo if a shillin"' worcl will 
express my meaning as well; but there is no simpler ~orcl that I 
know which exactly conveys the same sense as verRatility cloes. You 
know, of course, that litern.lly it means the power to change with 
great reacliness from one task to another, an<l it includes the iclea of 
being able to do all these different tasks equally well. At the root 
of the word is the notion of changeableness and unsteadiness; I 
do not congratulate you upon being versatile in that sense. We 
leave that sort of versatility" to the weathercocks, and the Down
graclers, and the higher critics; but we do rejoice in whatever measure 
God has given us of adaptability,-that is a. still longer word, so I 
shall have to come back to versatility,-the power to suit oursel-ves 
and our service to special occasions and peculiar duties, the power to 
stand ready for God's call, whatever that may involve. I thank God 
that so many of you are all-round men, some of you literally so, and 
all of you actually so, I verily believe,-hancly men who can, at a 
pinch, do whatsoever the Master bids you. You have your forte, you, 
special gift and talent, I suppose, in every case; but you stand 
prepared to hear what God the Lorcl shall say unto you, ancl to do 
your best in obeying His commands; and Gabriel cannot do more 
than that. ' 

The handiest of all men, so for as I know, are sailors,-except 
colporteurs, for there are some things colporteurs can do that would 
nonplus· even sailors. Many a time I have been amused at the 
handiness of the men of the sea ; if anything goes wrong with a 
passenger's parasol, for instance, they can put a "fish" on it, or 
mend it, not perhaps so well as a professional might do it, but "l"l"'eU 
enough to last for the rest uf the voyage. Duties of Yarious kinds 
come to them as though they were to the manner born, and it is 
something of that sort of readiness and handiness that we need in our 
work for the Master. We want to be ready to catch the veriest 
whisper of our God, to hearken to every call He gives, and then at 
once to put our hands to every duty, because the Lord has bidden us 
do this, or that, or the other, ancl will supply us with all that "1"1"'8 need 
to carry us through the task. 

I suppose that the first of your duties, the first in order, is that of 
,elli'ng books. Your very name signifies something of that sort; you 
are " the man with the pack on his back," for the word "colporteur" 
indicates the carrying of a burden slung round the neek or across the 
shoulders. Your duties require you to cultivttte, first of all, business 
aptitude. People say that parsons and ministers have no idea of 
business, and I am afraid that is true of a great many of them; 
possibly, in some cases, it is scarcely their fault, as they have not had 
the opportunity and advantage of obtaining a business tminiug. If 
I had my way, evory man should be so trained before he entered the 
ministry; an<l you colporteurs, in howsoever humble a way, have been 
broken in to business habits. You who have learned 8omething of 
how the world conducts its commerco are to be congratltlated, and you 
need to bring to the service in which you are engaged the business 
akill you have n.cquirerl. 
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Aft<'r nll, I am afraid I should make a very poor colporteur; I 
don't know whether the officials here ,vould employ me in that 
capacity. I£ they did engage me, I very much fear that, when I 
r<'cefr,,d mJ stock of books from the Tabernacle, I should not be able 
to dispose of them. I do not at all know how to make people buy 
what the:'· don't want to buy,-a practice which I thoroughly dis
approve of in most instances, but which is quite right in your case, 
for you are seeking to sell to the people books and periodicals, not 
merely that you may scoop up their money, but that they may get 
good from what they read. I am not sure that you do always find 
persons anxious to buy your books. Perhaps, if you were selling 
trifles, and trinkets, and ribbons, and laces, in which the female heart 
doth so greatly rejoice, you would not find it so difficult to dispose of 
yow; wares : but you would soon learn that the purchasers, whether 
they were male or female, would want the best article at the lowest 
possible cost, and would be on the look-out for bargains, for this also 
lies in the heart of the most of us. I wish the people would look out 
for bargains in literature ; I mean, I wish they would reckon that 
book to be the best value which will most enrich the heart and feed 
the soul. There are, alas ! still left some foolish folk who judge the 
book by the cover, but you, brethren, are able to sing the praises of 
the contents; and though you cannot force your wa'tes upon unwilling 
cuswmers, you have both to plead with them and to pray to God that 
they may be induced to put themselves in possession of that which 
will be for the upbuilding of character, the enlightenment of the eyes, 
and the comfort of the heart. The Lord give you true wisdom in this 
matter, and make you good salesmen in the very best sense of that 
term, that the greater praise and glory may come to Him! 

T"ou work amongst the children, I expect. Use every opportunity for 
reaching young hearts. You know, even better than I do, how 
plastic-comparatively speaking-they are, and how important it is to 
impress good thoughts and holy things upon them in their youth. 
Just as we stamp the wax while it is melted, and roll the gravel while 
it is still soft after the thunder-shower, so let the children come beneath 
the welcome pressure of God's truth while they are still children. 
But for this work great tact is required; there is no need to talk 
childish nonsense even to the little ones, we want to put the truth in 
such simple language that they can understand it, but always to make 
sure that it is the truth we are telling them. 

You are engaged, I hope, more or less in temperance work. We do 
believe that everything which harms the mind and the body ought to 
be resolutely fought against; and, as to the drink itself, we are all 
fully persuaded-are we not ?-that, as we have opportunity, we must 
by word, by precept, and by example, discourage the unholy traffic. 
The Lord give you good success i.u ~hat department of your service as 
well as in all the others ! 

Your duty often sends you to the sick c!tamber and house of mourning. 
You need great wisdom in performing the duty that appertains to 
the <Jffi.ce fJf comforter. A happy face will cause hapIJiness wherever 
it g(,er;. If, as war; eaid of K1Jble, your face is like an illuminated 
dock, you will shed light and blessing even as you enter the home. 
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I read, the other day, that there are two sorts of -faces,-tea.-pot 
faces, and coffee-pot faces. Well, we a.re not, as- a rule, responsible 
£or the shape of our faces, and yet thero is a sense in whieh, by rea.eon 
of a cheerful spirit, and a praiseful heart, we can transform faces that 
are naturally long into bright and tJmiling ones, whieh by their very 
presence will help to banish grief. 

Consolation is always acceptable, and I think you will he pretty 
safe in carrying it to every home and to almost every person. My 
dear father used to say that you are always safe in birching a boy, 
£or he either has deserved it, or does deserve it, or will deserve it. I 
am glad to say that was one of the very few things that he preached 
but did not practise ; still, I think he believed it with all his heart. 
There are exceptions to every rule, and his two boys were the ex
ceptions to that particular rule; but you, brethren, are quite sa~ in 
administering consolation to most of the people you meet, £or they 
either have needed it, or do need it, or will presently need it. So, speak 
a word of cheer wherever you go. As a vessel, sailing through the 
tropic seas, leaves· a phosphorescent wake behind it, so let it be said 
of you that, wherever you have been, you have made the place and 
the people all the brighter for your visit. 

It is not the easiest thing in the world to comfort a sorrow-stricken 
heart, even though you may fully intend to do so. It was a well
intentioned elephant of which I have read, which found a forsaken 
nest of eggs, and deploring the fact that they were left to such an 
untimely end, said," I will sit on them myself.'' So, with the best of 
intentions, the elephant spoiled all prospects of a brood ; and there 
are some who have that elephantine method of comforting people, 
but hearts that are stricken are as fragile as eggs, and you must be 
careful how you handle them. Only grace Divine can enable you to 
speak the right word in the right way, and to drop the tear or heave 
the sigh that soothes sorrowful spirits. " The Lord God hath given 
me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word 
in season to him that is weary.'' This gift comes from God: we have 
it not by nature, though there are some dispositions that naturally
lend themselves to this consoling work, yet even they need to be 
better fitted for the task by the grace of God. So, brethren,-

,, Go with the name of Jesus to t.he dying, 
And speak that name in all its living pcwer.,. 

I have heard of a certain king, whose reverses reduced him at last 
to such extremities that he wrote from his prison-house to a friend, 
asking that he would, in his mercy, bring him these three articles,
a sponge, a loaf, o.nd a harp,-a sponge that he might wipe away his 
tears, o. loaf that he might satisfy the cravings of his hunger, and a 
harp that he might at leust attempt by its sweet strains to drin' a.way 
the melancholy which was eating away his life. Brethrrn, take to 
sorrowing hearts the sponge, tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save, 
toll them of Him who wus sent to hoal the b1oken-henrted; gin' them 
also the loaf,-the Bread that came down from IIraven; and bt,tter 
than handing to them a hn1·p is for you to sing to thorn of Jr,m\, 
matchless mercy o.nd of His dying love, 
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Perh11ps, among the other irons in your fire is the responsible tnsk 
of defmd111,Q the _t,1ith. The days when such defonce is necessnry hnve 
not gone by :vet. In the '\"illages, as well as in the cities and towns of 
0~1r land. bra,e men and true 11re needed to stand up for Jesus, to 
display the banner of the Cross, to repeat the wnr-cry of " The blood I " 
and to speak ~o well of tho Bible that men shall understand that we 
at least belie'\"e in its absolute and infallible inspiration. Really 
brethren, I think we shall soon begin to bo grateful-if we are not 
so already.-to those who are trying to do mischief to the cause of 
truth, and seeking to overthrow the foundations of our confidence. 
They themsel,es, -with God's blessing, will presently see how vain is 
the task they are attempting; and, meanwhile, it is beginning to 
dawn upon the minds of some that all these efforts are go;ng for very 
little, that they have to unsay what they said a month or two ago, 
and to undo what they did a few days back. I expect you know the 
~tory of the Irishman who was building a wall broader than it was 
high ; it was six feet broad, but only four feet high. His neighbours 
laughed at him, and asked why he built it that way. "Why! " said 
Patrick, "I have built it so that, if it is ever overturned, it will be 
higher than e,er." Now, the truth of God, which we love and hold, 
is not broader than it is high, for it is built four-square ; but let men 
turn it over, and over, and over again, and it still remains as.high and 
as firm as ever. 

The other day, in London, some men of the telegraphic department 
were engaged in attending to the wires connected with the telephone. 
One of these men had climbed the pole, heavily laden with these wires; 
-I think the task they had in hand was to transfer the wires to 
another stand that they were erecting, and the old pole was temporarily 
secured meanwhile. As the man stood in that precarious and perilous 
position, looking down from that great height, he saw one of the 
workmen below loosing a stay which held the pole on which he was, 
so he called out with awful emphasis, " Don't let go that stay! " But he 
was too late; the man had undone the rope or wire, and down came the 
pole with a terrible crash, bringing the poor fellow with it, and burying 
in its ruins some others who were standing by. And when I find men 
playing fast and loose with the truth we have loved, I also cry out, 
"Don't loose that stay!" We have built our hopes on that truth, and 
our comfort is that they cannot loose it, it remains firm and strong; 
but alas for those for whom it is loosed, since they have given up 
their belief in its cardinal doctrines, on which our hearts have lived, 
and on which we hope to rest when we come to die. 

In conclusion, dear brethren, let me remind you that one of the 
-chief of your duties is that of conducti'ng aervi'ces, preacMng the Word, 
and seeking to be tk meana of wi'nni'ng souls. I have put it last, not 
b&cause it is least, but because it is the most important of all. 
I should very much like to attend some of the services which you 
-conduct, I should indeed ; I should like to return the compliment that 
some of you so kindly paid me yesterday, when you said that you found 
the services at the Tabernacle a help, or a treat, or something of that 
sort. One thing that I know about your meetings is to the credit of 
them and of you, they have not the stiffness and formality that too 
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often obtnin in the services conductecl by "the cloth" and the 
clergy. Whnt o. mercy thnt is! I wish we also could l-,e rid of it 
altogethe~. I do n?t. eee any one of you ~ith the all-rnund dog
collo.r which some mm1stcr!l affect, I do not thmk I sh,ml<l miRtake any 
one of you for a parson ; nnd in my opinion you are to be congratulated 
that you are in your outward appearance so much like the peopl,, among 
whom you labour. 1Ne do not or should not need anything tn rlis
tinguish us from our fellow-men except it be our holy life and gracious 
example. I trust that you, brethren, have not begun to imitate the 
parsonic voice in preaching; if you have, I would say what Mr. Punch 
said about another matter, "Don't.'' Speak in your natural 1one of 
voice by all manner of means ; improve that tone of voice if you can, 
let it not be unnecessarily gruff or rough; but I had rather have it so 
than have you try to copy the mellifluous accents of an in toning parson, 
or anything whatever of that sort. 

I do hope you will always have something to say when you go to 
conduct a service anywhere. It is dreadful to have to listen to 
nothing ; it is almost as bad as to have to do nothing, and that is, at 
least to some of us, terribly hard work. It has been well said that 
"every sermon should have Heaven for its father, and earth for its 
mother." I think the meaning of that parable is just this, that the 
power of the Spirit should be in it, that Heavenly truth should be 
the subject-matter of it, and that you yourselves should be in it, too, 
in human sympathy and love, that your own experience should be 
told in it, and that you should reach the hearts of others by the 
outpouring of your own heart, that heart being- first filled up with 
Divine treasure, and so the sermon becomes born both of Hea,en and 
of earth. 

Let the Lord Jesus be always the central theme of all your 
preaching. I was glad to see my dear helper, Mr. Sawday, come in 
just now. Only last Wednesday, I heard the testimony of a dear lad 
who told me that he wns brought to God definitely by the word my 
dear friend spoke to the spectators at a recent communion service, 
when he quoted those words of the late dear Pastor, which ha,e been 
embossed on cards which you have probably seen and sold,-

" SALVATION IS EVERYTHING FOR NOTHIXG." 

The youth said to me, "When I heard Mr. Sawdny say that, it was 
like a revelation to me ; and I said to myself, ' If it is so, I will have 
it,' and I trusted Christ, and got it." " Salvation is everything for 
nothing.'' Go with that message to the needy sons of men; tell them 
that " the blood of Jesus pays for everything,'' and that the Holy 
Spirit sanctifies all who put themselves into His hands. 

Well, now, if you have all these irons in the fire, you will need to 
keep the fire burning, will you not? May the Lord Himself see to 
the stoking of ~t, and bring you fuel enough and to spare ! And if I, 
by any word I have spoken, have helped to -poke the fire up o. bit, let 
the praise be given to God alone. 
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XLYL-PAsToR EnwARD LAsT, OF CAMJJRIDOE STREET BArTIST 
CHURCH, GLASOOW. 

IT i~ always interesting to get 
right away to the fountain

head out of which a stream 
flows, and to trace it on its· 
course, as it grows and expands 

( 

and broadens, and especially 
when the stream is one which 

_ - •·111,!--. does much to freshen and 
fertilize the region it traverses. 
Quite as interesting is it also to 
trace, from i'ts spring, a life 
which has been useful and· 
quickening to others, in the ·best 
and truest sense. That this has 
been the character of the life• 

outlined in this and the following pages, the many, whom PASTOR 

En-Lu..D LAST has been the means of alluring to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, convincingly testify. 

Co=encing at the beginning of that life which is life indeed, not 
the least striking proof of the inspiriting truth, " The supplication of 
a righteous r:ian availeth much in its working," (R.V.) is the subject 
of our present sketch. Edward Last's father was a Baptist of the old 
school, and one -who so thoroughly gave himself to prayer on behalf 
of his son that, in those early days, the lad would frequently go to 
sleep -with his head under the clothes, and his :fingers in his ears, ia 
order that he might not hear the soul-pleas and petitions that were 
winged to the throne for his conversion, and heart-surrender. But 
the supplication of faith, and especially that of a saintly parent, must
ever prevail; and the father at length rejoiced in seeing his son 
rising up to serve God. 

Our friend, who was born at Chelmsford, in Essex, was converted 
at the age of :fifteen, and, four years later, on profession of his faith 
in Christ, was baptized at Burnham, in the same county, by Pastor 
C. D. Gooding. While at Chelmsford, Brother Last was much 
strengthened, both in life and character, through attendance at a 
Bible-class, conducted by Mr. H. Ford, which proved a source of 
untold blessing to scores of young men of that period, several of whom 
ari:, to-day in the ministry. 

At the age of nineteen, Mr. Last began to make his early attempts 
at preaching ; and the memories which surround his first sermon, 
preached as it was in a venerable blacksmith's shop, are not likely to 
fad,, frrJJI1 his recollection. The friend, who drove him out to the 
hum}Jl"' romitby, Btipulated that he Bhould use no notes. 'l'his arrange
rn,,nt 1,,J agitatr,d the young preacher that, tremulous lest he should 
,1uickly run dry if he took a common text, he decided on selecting 11 
X ew T,,~tament character, and fixed at once on blind ll11rtimmus. 
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Sevonty people (the number preRent) Wtl8 a great audience to confront 
the youthful speaker in his first effort; but the good friend, who took 
<Jare that no notes should be used, evidently observing his embarra.~e
ment, announced the hymn,-

" Now just a. word for J esll8; " 

:and with the last verse ringing in his ears,-

" Now just a. word for Je8118; 
And if your fa.ith be dim, 

Arise in a.ll your weakness, 
And lea.ve the rest to Him;"-

Mr. Last stood up, and out of the fulness of a full heart, witnessed 
-for Him who had redeemed him from death; and, to his own relief 
and comfort, found that he actually got through without breaking 
-down. That stage being reached, a point was turned in his career, from 
which it afterwards proved that he was to press forward to fresh fields. 
-of usefulness; for, from this period, he continued to testify, as the 
Holy Spirit gave him utterance, in various cottages, and mission
,stations connected with different denominations, 

Seon after his baptism, the course of events was so ordered as to 
,effect his removal to Braintree, where, actively engaged in work as a 
memoor of the Baptist Church then. under the care of Pastor J. C. 
Foster, came the beckoning of the Divine hand into those paths which 
have led up to the definite service of the Christian ministry. It was 
here; and at this juncture, that a deep desire took possession of our 
lbrother to dedicate the whole of his life to pastoral work. Fearing, 
!however, lest the desire itself might be merely a passing fancy, he 
;resolved to mention it to no one, but to put it to the test by working 
awa:.Y for twelve months as he was then doing, hoping, at the end of 
tthat period, to be .better able to judge of its superficiality or genuine
ness by the grip, strong or weak, it might still have upon him. But, 
-.in the interval, matters came to a crisis by the opening up of good 
'business prospects in another town, on account of which he was led to 
disclose to his pastor all that had been on his heart. 

"I have long· been thinking of you in this very connection ; but did 
111ot wish to put the idea into your head, until I was first assured that 
at was in your heart," was the clear and decided response which the 
,disclosure immediately elicited ; and the ultimate issue of the conference 
which ensued between the young eager Christian worker and his 
minister, was an application for admission to the Pastors' College. A 
further time of testing was the lot of the ardent applicant, for at first 
ho mot with 0, 1·efosal because so many other candidates were waiting. 
Disappointment could not,·however, crush a longing that hall fir._,d his 
whole soul; and, more especially, as the longing proved to be directly 
begotten of God. At len~th, in response to a second appeal, the 
gracious and now glorified P1·esiclent wrote to him the heart-cheering· 
words, "Come in." 

Having put his hand to the plough, our friend look<'d not l':1L'k : 

for, commoncin,~ his first session a.a a student within tlll' w1ills of the 
Pastors' ColleJ~, iu Ja.uuary, 1885, with such a will did ho ginJ 

38 
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him~elf to work and study that, while shirking no lesson or tnsk of th0 
dM!!-room which would help to equip him for his life-cnlling, he yet. 
found time during his curriculum to take charge of a then College 
preaching-8tation at Theydon Bois. Here he baptized the first of those 
who now form the Baptist Church in that part of Epping Forest 
and he had the joy of seeing the work of the Lord greatly prospe; 
under his care. 

As his student's course began to draw to its close, and when he had 
been nearly three years in College, one day, towards the end of the 
year 188;-, the late genial nod scholarly Principal Gracey asked him if 
be would go to Kelso, Scotland, and assist for six months the pastor of 
the Baptist Church there, who was then ill. With characteristic 
promptitude, he decided to go; and leaving England, he arrived in 
Kelso in the beginning of December of that same year. Here he did 
much effocti,·e work in the surrounding country district, in the form of 
cottage, farm, and open-air meetings, with the result that, in such 

·numbers did the people from the country flock up to the town church, 
that the Sabbath-evening service was usually crowded, some coming a
distance of five miles to be present. Indeed, Mr. Last had not been 
long in Kelso when very manifest signs were evinced of the com
mencement of a deep and genuine work of grace, and many were led 
there and then to decision for Christ. 

During this period of six months, Mr. Steel, the pastor, passed to his 
reward; and, at its close, the church gave to Mr. Last e. hearty and 
unanimous invitation to the pastorate, which he accepted. The tide of 
blessing, which had begun to flow, instead of receding, rose higher and 
higher; during the first year, forty-two members were added to the 
church by baptism. After three years' very happy work. in response 
to a call from another church, our friend left the banks of the Tweed, 
to labour in the toITT1 of Dumbarton, on the banks of the Clyde. 

"\Vhile in Dumbarton, however, other eyes were upon him; and 
soon an invitation was placed in his hands from Cambridge Street 
Baptist Church, Glasgow. Feeling that he was being-unerringly, because 
Divinely led, he responded to the invitation, and became e. pastor in 
Glasrrow in Mav, 1891. For some time previously, the church in 
Cambridge Stre;t had been in a somewhat low condition, but it was 
much helped by the efforts of :Mr. J. C. Graham, the then treasurer of 
the Baptist Union of Scotland, who for two and e. half years acted as 
Honorary Pastor. When Brother Last took up the work, the member
ship stood at about 80 ; the cause we.s crippled by a debt of over 
£1,-500, while it was dependent for financial support on the kindly 
assistance of the Scottish Baptist Union. 

During our friend's ministry, the membership he.a grown from 80 to 
nearly 5UU, the debt has been reduced from £1,500 to £1,000,. t~e 
expenses of the renovation of the chapel! which has b~en effecte~ m 
the interval, have been completely met, wlnle the church 1s now entirely 
self-supporting. The actual number baptized during the period is 335, 
au<l the total of those added to the fellowship of the church, 539, many 
of those baptized having been brought to a knowledge of the truth at 
the different meetings connected with the chureh. The Sabbath-school 
has grown, until it now numbers nearly 400, the Pastor's Sunday 
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afternoon Bible-clnss has a membership of over 8(J, while the 
Y.P.S.C,E., formed more than four years ago, i8 one of the largest 
in connection with ony church in Scotland, and the good it has effected 
is simply incalculable. 

A source of great stimulus and strength to our friend has been a 
band of young men who, with God-touched hearts, have gathered 
around him, and at open-air meetings, held twice a week all the year 
round, have done valiant service for the King. The open-air work, as 
an evangelistic agency, has brought unmeasured and lasting blessing 
to many. 

As we learn from the subject of the sketch himself that scarcely 
a week has gone by without some case of conversion, certain of the 
cases dealt with being most remarkable in their character, some may 
ask the question, '' Wherein lies the secret of such God-honoured 
service ? " To which we can best reply in words which come direct 
from Brother Last's own pen : -" The secret of the blessing seems to 
be, plain, pointed preaching of the old gospel, much prayer, strong ex
pectation, personal dealing-, and keeping clear from all entertainments 
and worldly methods." We also learn from our friend that "the 
prospect for the future is most promising ; the attendance, the result 
in conversions, the additions to the church, the heartiness, the prayer
fulness, and the unity of the members never were better." The one 
outstanding hindrance seems to be a lack of room. " We would 
think," says Mr. Last, "of going in for a new building, if we had 
not the old debt to wipe off.'' 

Outside of his own pastoral duties, our friend is a member of the 
Executive of the Scottish National Y.P.S.CE. Union, takes an 
active part in Christian Endeavour work generally, and has spoken at 
many of the anniverse.ry meetings of the different Branch Societies 
throughout Scotland. He is an Honorary Vice-President of the 
Glasgow United Y.M.C.A., and as a recently-elected director of the 
Glasgow Evangelistic Association, takes h:.s share in the work of the 
different meetings connected therewith. Some months ago, he recei,ed 
a "call" to a Baptist Chm-eh in England, but elected to remain in 
the sphere where he has been so much and so graciously used in the 
salvation of souls, and the edification of the saints. 

Mrs. Last, who is a native of Scotland, is an invaluable help to her 
husband. She is the charm of his home-life, enjoys the love and esteem 
of the members of the church, and being endowed with the gift of 
song, brightens many a. meeting with her sweet gospel singing. May 
they long be spared together to strengthen each other's hands in every 
useful form of Christian effurt ! 

" We greatly need proachers for tbo people," wrote Professor W. G. 
Blaikie, of Edinburgh, some time ago. '' A preacher to the people 
needs to be clear in his views, homely in his styk full of illustration, 
direct and courageous in his application, rich in brotherly sympathy, 
and very warm an,l vigorous in his delivery. I believe" (continues tht, 
Professor) "that if only o\·ery tenth student that passes through our 
hands were a ma.n of this stamp, we should soon see ti. change on the 
face of society." 

That to most if not nll of the features thus specified, our friend 1s 
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no i;tranger, thost> who ht,st know both him and his work cn.n without 
ht>sitanc~- wit.ness. That the debt which still cripples his efforts may 
soon be a thing of the pnst, and that, freed from this encumbro.nc~ 
he may long be spared to the Lord's work in Scotland, will, I feel sure: 
he t.he heartfelt prayer of all who delight in the words of the prophet 
" How ~~autiful upon th~ mountains are the feet _of him that bt·ingth 
good tidmgs, that pubhsheth peace; that hrmgcth good tidings 
of good." 

\VILLIAll RUTIIVEN. 

~ jpirituat " ®nquiltc <oolithin upon (if.urnithing." 
DY J, DINNEN GIL:\lORE1 CORK, 

"\fORE than twenty years ago, the late Rev; John White, of Belfast, 
~l published a volume entitled, Tltc Old Book Tested, It deserves 
to be republished, and widely circulated. The truths so dearly ex
pressed, so forcibly written, were never more necessary thau they are 
to-day. To Mr. White, I am largely indebted for the thoughts 
which follo"W 

::\Iy faith in" the Volume of my Father's grace" has been justified 
and confirmed by finiing it just the rei-elation that I need. Man is a 
reasoning, enquiring being, to whom knowledge is a necessity. There 
are questions which he must ask, and which he has asked, in all ages 
and countries. "If there is a God, what is He ? Is He a being of 
absolute power, of unrelenting cruelty, or is He a God of kindness 
and of love ? "What does He think of me ? Does He hate or love 
me ? Will He destroy or save me? Must I tremble before His power, 
-or may I trust in His mercy? How came this vast system of things 
into existence? \Vho made it? Who supports it ? Who orders and 
<l:.rects it? What am I l Who made me ? Who 11ares for me? What 
is to be my destiny? \Vhat is my duty? Is there a Saviour who can 
deliver me from sin and misery, and give me peace and happiness?'' 

These questions, and a thowiand more, in some form or other, have 
engaged the attention of mankind everywhere. Apart from the Word 
of God, they have never been answered. Th~ wisest utterances of Greek 
and Latin philosophers are but dim stars in a murky sky, compared with 
the dear shining light from this Book of books. The theories of the 
prophets of infidelity are a9 contradictory as they are various, agreeing 
,.jnly in their hostility to this Book, and their endeavour to make men 
don bt and disown it; yet they co.n give us nothing in its place. If they 
~ould, they would drive us from a safe and quiet harbour, and send us 
adrift upon a sea of doubt, without chart or compass, not caring whether 
,n:, eink or swim in mid-ocean, or perish on the rocks. How grandly 
tl1rs Scriptures to1,er above all their utterances! How immeasurably 
;;reat,,r are the oracles of God than all who oppose them! In ~ur 
v,rplexity, we turn to the '\Vord, and find it a spiritual "Enquire 
-,\.ithin up<JIJ Everything." Clearly, simply, beautifully, and yro
f,,undly, it am,wer,; our enquiries, and Rottlos all our hard questwns. 
~-,,ry fully dr,ros it ,;up1ily all our mental and moral necessities; witli 
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fullest satisfaction, it accounts for the exi11tence of the vi8ible by th,, 
revelation of the invisible. 

Looking around, I see n. vast and glorious system, a world of beauty, 
of order, and of light, mountains and vales, flowing river8 and 
murmuring streams. Looking above, there are innumerable shining 
wonders ; suns pouring light on systems ; planets revolving in their 
orbits; fixed stars, like eentinel8 always at their post. I a.sk, "Who 
made them all? Who called out and marshalled their brilliant host? 
By whose power are they sustained? Who made the earth with its 
myria.ds of living creatures, nil cared for and fed ? Who formed this 
globe? Who made all these things? By what bounty are they 
fed?" Ask the oracles of infidelity, and what a jargon we hear'. 
One cries, "chance"; another, "development "; another, " evolution" ; 
and still another, '' they were neither created nor made; matter is 
eternal.'' 

Disappointed and perplexed, I turn from them all to my Bible ; I 
repeat my enquiries; how simple, how sublime its answer ! "Thou, 
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of Thine hands." "The sea is His, and He 
made it : and His hands formed the dry land." "The eyes of all 
wait upon Thee ; and Thou givest them their meat in due season." 
The great astronomer, Kirchner, had a friend who denied the exist
ence of God. One day, he called on the astronomer, when he saw, in 
one corner of his room, a very beautiful celestial globe, and enquired 
whose it was, and who made it. "It is not mine," said Kirchner, 
" and I do not think anybody made it. It must have come there by 
chance, and of its own accord." "Ridiculous! " said his friend, "what 
is the use of such a reply?" ''Why! " rejoined he, '' you cannot 
believe that this little imperfect piece of workmanship sprang into 
existence of itself; how, then, can you imagine that the glorious 
heavens, which this merely represents, could have sprung into being 
of their own accord?" The arrow entered his heart, and he became 
a servant of that God whose existence he had denied. 

I ask again, '' Whence did I come ? Who ma.de me ? Who formed 
this body, so fearfully and wonderfully made? Who kindled up this 
spirit, with its capacities and powers? To whom am I accountable? 
Who shall save me?" Bewildered by the guesses of scepticism, 
saddened by the theories of its prophets, and perplexed as I hear them 
gravely inform me that I have been developed from an oyster, I turn 
to my Bible, and again it answers : " And the Lord God formed man 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul." It informs me that God is 
"the Father of all flesh," that He "made of one blood a.11 men to 
dwell upon the earth." It tells me of. a Divine Father who loves me, 
of a living Saviour who redeemed me, of a Holy Spirit who enlightens, 
comforts, and sanctifies me ; of a future life of blessedness, as the end 
of a life of faith and obedience; it shows me the way of salvation, and 
points out the path of duty. In a word, the Bible seems to be the hw 
of my own being out-written. It meets overy difficulty. it throw'-' 
light on evory mystory, it sup11lies every wnnt, it leaves nothing to bl, 
desired. 
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Yes, I belie'"e in the 'Yord of God; I cannot help believing in it. I 
belie'l"e in it up to the very hilt, from cover to cover. The question 
of its inspiration hns been settled, once for all, by an appeal to the 
words of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself upon the subject. Its inspira
tion by the Holy Ghost is repeatedly affirmed by Him ; so much so, 
that He quotes the words of David as being what David said by the 
Holy Ghost; and as to its authority and infallibility, such words ns "the 
Scripture m11st be fulfilled," "the Scripture cannot be broken,'' show 
what His thoughts on this matter were. The canon of the Old 
Testament was the same in His time as that which we now possess, 
and. recognizing Christ as my Master and Lord, I have no ambition 
to ha'"e it said of me, in this or anything else, "the disciple is above 
his Lord." I therefore '"ery thankfully bow to His teaching on a 
subject upon which, I am satisfied, He knew infinitely more than any 
critic, however scholarly or deeply learned. 

" La-~t eve, I paused beside e. blacksmith's door, 
And beard the e.nvil ring the vesper chime; 

Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 
Old he.mmers worn with bee.ting yee.rs of time. 

" • How many anvils have you be.d ? ' said I, 
' To wear e.nd be.tter e.11 these hammers so ? ' 

·Just one,' se.id he; then said, with twinkling eye, 
'The e.nvil wee.re the hammers out, you know.' 

" And so, I thought, the anvil of God's Word, 
For ages, sceptic blows have bee.t upon ; 

Yet, though the noise of falling blows we.s beard, 
The anvil is une.rmed, -the he.mmers gone." 

~r. Jpurgron's Jirst ~utlhtrs oj jrrmons. 
( Continued from pag, 169.) 

XCV.-GoD, THE F.A.THER OF LIGHTS. 

"Erery good gift and erery perfect gift i's from ahoi-e, and comeflt down 
from tk Father of lights, 1cith u:hom is no i-ari'ahleness, neither sl1ado10 of 
turning."-James i. 17. 

James is contending against the infamous supposition that God can 
be the Author of evil, and in this verse a secret yet mighty argument 
is couched, for if God be the Author of good, and that immutably, He 
cannot be the cause of sin. We shall observe that-

I. Au. GooD Tmxos ARE FROM .ABovE, i.e., from Heaven, from 
God. 

There they are designed by Jesus, the Prince of Heaven, purchased 
by the Spirit, given by the Father. All gifts from God a.re good; so 
that, if a thing be not good, it came not from above, but from 
beneath. 

They "come." They come in due measure, at the best season, to 
the right place. . 

This should .keep us from self-glory, and from vaunting over in
feriors or envying superiors, and should lead us to gratitude. 
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II. ALL TIIINGII FROM AnovE ARE GIFTS. 

Even if sinless, mo.n could not deserve o.nythiog of God; the word 
is misapplied when used between a Cree.tor o.nd e. creature. Much 
Iese now, when man is a sinner, can he merit anything. True, in 
doing good, wo are rewarded, and Heaven is called a reward, but it is 
e. reward of grace, not of merit. 

These good things were dearly purchased, yet they are freely given; 
they are not given to us as servants, but e.s sons; tb.ey o.re not wages, 
but gifts. 

III. SPIRITlr.A.L BLESSINGS ARE TltE BEST OF BLESSINGS. 

They are here co.lied " goou " a.nu " perfect." They are necessary 
to make us first good, then perfect. This passage does not mean 
temporal and spiritual gifts, as s0111e think, but spiritual things in 
their different degrees. They are very good, because-

I. Only given to peculiar favourites of Heaven. 
2. They nre for our nobler part. 
3. They are eternal 
4·. They never clog and weary. 
IV. Gon Is "TIIE F.A.TIIEtt OF LIGIIrs," since He is the most 

resplendent of all lights, anu the only source of light. Light is used 
to express-

]. His essence and being, a simple, :yet sublime emblem. 
2. His glory, it is pure unsullied light . 
.3. His nature, wisdom, holiness, happiness. 
All being, honour, wisdom, holiness, happiness, is of Him. 
This should lead us to fly to God, and no more to abide His absence 

than the sun's departure. We should seek to walk like Olll' Father. 
This passage tells us why wicked men hate God. 
V. Gon Is UNCH.A.NOEADLE 

The apostle used an astronomical term to teach that in God there is 
no parallax, declination, or eclipse,-no rising or setting, as with the 
sun. This is true of all His attribntes,-holiness, mercy, love, justice. 

Toward TI.is saints, there is no ch,rnge in God ; let us, then, learn 
not to change so much toward Him, but ask God to make us steadfast 
.and unmovable, and to lead us to trust in Him as immutable. 

XCVI.-TnE R&~DING OF TIIE \EIL. 

"And the t•eil of tlie temple tea& rrnt i11 tu:ai11 from the top to the 
hottom."-Mark xv. 38. 

The veil was a partition betwixt the holy place and the most holy. 
H was to keep from the eyes of thti worshippers the things most 
sacred, when the high priest went in thither to accomplish the service 
-0£ God. It is described in Exodus xxvi. S L-33, aml mentioned in 
Leviticus xvi. 2, and 2 Chronicles iii. 14. It was made of blue, and 
purple, and crimson, und fine twineu linen, omhroidered with figlll"es 
-of cherubim, " to show," says 'lfonyun, '; thttt., as the nngels are with 
us here, and wait upon us all the <lays of our pilgrimage in this 
world, so, when we die, they stund ready, even at the veil,-at the 
door o~ lleaven,-to come, when biddeu, to fetch us and carry us 
away int:> A.bro.ham's bosom." 
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The ,eil was n ,ery thick piece of tapestry1-I\ hand-b1·eadth is snid 
by onl' of thl' Rabbis to ha,e been its thickness,-of immense length 
even 40 cubits, the breadth being :lO cubits. This great and 
gorgeous curtain was rent in sunder from the top to the bottom, " in 
the midst" ,as LuJ...-e adds), just when Jesus died. Because-

I. OF THE DEATH 01,' srcu AX oxE AS Jxsus Cnnis-r OUR LORD. 

l. It was a solemn act of mourning for His death, and of horror at 
the blasphemous wickedness of the murder. The temple, the sun, the 
earth, the rocks, supplied mourners for Christ's funeral. 

2. It was rent, too, as an instance of His majesty even when in 
misery : the dying God-man did what living man could not do. 

3. The ,eil of the temple was the barrier to the most holy place; 
and until rent, none could even look within. So, unless Christ had 
died, none could have entered Heaven. or found the way of life. 

II. AT THAT MOMENT, THE MOSAIC SYSTEM: DIED. 

1. This rending of so conspicuous an object as the veil of the
temple was an excellent representation of the passing away of the 
whole Mosaic economy. Being the time of sacrifice, the priest was at 
that moment standing by the brazen altar, which ,ras situated near 
the ,eil; and as the day was a high one, probably Cniaphas was then 
sacrificing. This rending of the veil would, therefore, be a very 
conspicuous transaction. 

2. It showed that God at that moment had withdrawn His presence 
from the hol_, of holies, that it was no longer sacred; God h11.d now 
no peculiar place for dwelling in on the earth. 

3. The Jewish nation had, as it were, been God's sanctum sanctoriem, 
but the rent veil threw down the partition, and gave the Gentiles 
communion with them. "He bath made both one." 

ill. THE BIRTH OF THE GosPEL TooK PLACE AT TIIAT L--,sT.A.NT. 
The rending of the ,eil just at its birth was prophetic-

I. Of the fuller revelation of Heavenly mysteries ; the things 
hidden are now laid open. The law was a. system of mysteries and 
shadows ; the gospel is one of revelation and light. 

2. Of the e.ccess with boldness which the sons of God now enjoy. 
Then, only the high priest, once a year, could enter; now, all 
belie,ers are kings and priests unto God, and may at all times enter 
into the presence of God. 

3. Of the sweet union between the saint and his God; there is now 
no separation, we are one with Him. 

4. Of the reception saints now receive when they die; they can 
enter Heaven at once, for the veil is rent. 

IT. FROM THAT TDIE THE DESTRUCTION OF J ERUSALEY WAS CERT.A.IX. 

This rending of the veil was a sort of prophecy of it. 
1. No privileges, ordinances, or m·ere knowledge will save men; 

the temple is no bulwark, God rends its veil. 
2. Judgment begins at the house of God, yea, and in the very 

centre of the house. "If the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" 

3. God pays wrath at first by small instalments. First, thp veil is 
rent; then, the temple itself is destroyed. Even now, the ungodly 
man has some foretaste of future destruction. 
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(1.) Poor sinner, thero is no veil between thee and thy God; it is 
rent from the top to the bottom, it is not merely a small hole torn in 
it, it is rent right a.way; so now nothing obstructs thee from coming 
to God by Jesus Christ. 

(2.) Christian, go boldly to thy God. Live in communion with 
Him, have a good hope of entering Heaven through the rent veil. 

XCVIL-THE TRANQUILLITY, SECURITY, A)iD SUPPLIES AFFORDED 

TO THE GosPEL CnuRcrr. 

" Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities : thine eyes shall au 
Jerusalem a quiet l1abitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not 
one of the stakes tliereof sliall ever be remoi-ed, neither shall any of the 
cords tltereof be broken. But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place 
of broad rii-ers and streams; wl1erein shall go no galley witlt oars, neither 
ahall gallant ship pass tliereby."-Isaiah miii. 20, 21. 

This prophecy immediately referred to the state of Jerusalem, when 
she should be delivered :from Sennacherib ; but, doubtless, with fuller 
meaning it relates to the privileges of the Church of Christ in gospel 
times. 

I. THE PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY OF THE Cn"CRCH. 
This shall result from-
I. The character of her Governor. 
2. The temper of her inhabitants. 
3. The strength of her fortifications. 
4. The subjugation of her enemies. She shall be a "habitation", 

not merely a lodging-house. 
II. HER PERM.uraNCY £\"I> SECURITY. 

She is a tabernacle, for, like it, she is
I. Of Heavenly origin. 
2. Her artificers are Divinely inspired. 
3. In her, God's glory rests. 
She is not, however, a frail tent, and she cannot be moved like the 

old tabernacle in the wilderness. 
The " stakes" and " cords " are the ordinances and promises of 

God, which change not. 
III. THE NATURE OF HER SUPPLIES, 

Herein the old Jerusalem is excelled, for she had no river. 
I. Our supplies are Divine: "the glorious Lord." 
2. ,, ,, ,, abundant: "broad rivers e.nd stre11.ms." 
3. ,, ,, ,, inexhaustible. Rills may fail, rivers shall not. 
4. ,, ,, ,, ever near: "There," always at hand. 
5. ,, ,, ,, unmolested: "no galley with oars," etc. 
Let this subject-
1. Induce gratitude that we live now, rather than in persecuting, 

troublous times. 
2. Inspire confidence ; the Church of Christ is secure against all 

adversaries. 
3, Excite expectation. Who knows how broad the rivers and 

streams of grace shall be ? 
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XCVIII.-T11E IN,·rTATION OF Mosi;:s TO HonAn. 

"A,ul Mott, said wifo Hubab, tM son of Ra,q1'el t.~e Midia11ite, MoBea' 
father i11 law, Wti a1·e Jo111·1i.tyin,q ,wfo the 11lace of which the LORD said I 
trill _qirf it you: come tlum ,cith us, and we ,cill do thn good: for the 
LORD lia.th spoh•n _qood colll'er11i11,q Ismtl.''-Numbors x. 29. 

It seems tolerabl)· clear that Raguel, or Reuel, or Jethro (three 
names for one indi,idual) was Moses' father-in-fow, e.ud that Hobab 
was his brother-in-law. Moses gives him this iuvitation, in which

I. HE REwrxns IHM OF THE OccUPATION HE MUST FoLLow IF HE 
BECAME O~'E WITH ISRAEL: ",ve are journeying." 

1. You may not now make prc'sent things your object. 
2. You must not count on ease; you must toil; you must be subject 

to many inconYeniences. 
3. You are never to be satisfied with the progress you have me.de; 

Your motto must eYer be, " Onward." 
• Moses must also have told Hobab that the journey they were ta.king 
~as a singular one, for it was-

( i.) Undertaken by Divine command. 
(ii.) Continued under Divine guidance, 
(iii.) Marked by God's miraculous and gracious care. 
Thus shall your journey be if you will come with us. 
II. HE L'\FORllS Hill OF THE GREAT OBJECT ISRAEL HAD IN VIEW : 

"We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I will 
give it you." 

No less an object than Heaven itself is desired-
1. As the end of a toilsoi;ne and dangerous journey. 
2. As a country amply stored with provision. 
3 . .A.s the land promised. It includes a kingdom (Luke xii. 32), e. 

throne (Rev. iii. :21), a crown (2 Tim. iv. 8 ), eternal life (1 John ii. 25). 
4 . .A.s the free gift of God, not as a debt. 
III. HE THEX GrrEs HIM THE INVITATION : " Come thou with us." 
1. Piety prompted Moses to desire his brother-in-law's company. 
2. Benevolence also moYed him to give the invitation. 
3. Gratitude for kindness shown to him in the wilderness led him to 

gi.e the invitation. 
4. It was to his own interest, for Hobab knew the wilderness. 
How useful ma.ny might be to us if they would come with us! We 

want men first to give themselves to Christ, and then to gi\"e them
sekes openly to His Church. 

IV. HE ScPPonTs HIS REQUEST WITH THE AssuRANCE THAT GoD 
H.!.D SPOKE..-. GOOD COXCERXL'-G ISRAEL. 

1. God has promised to point out a good we.y for them to travel. 
2. He has promised to find succour for them at all times. 
3. He has declared them absolutely secure. 
4. He has said glorious things concerning Heaven. 
How happy, how honourable, how safe a thing it is to be _a 

Christian! The Church desires men's salvation; and God Himself is 

not willing that any should perish. 

( To h, continued.) 
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lhe ~hurch'ss ~anncr. 
(An original hymn, recited by the composer, in Eastgate Baptist 

Chapel, Lowes, at the close of a sermon upon P~alm Ix. 4 : "Thou 
bast given a banner to them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed 
because of the truth.") 

BAPTIZED Heaven-born Church of Jesus, 
Spread your banner's ample fold; 

. Show the world its glorious blazon, 
Words of men inspired of old. 

"Not by might of earthly monarch, 
Not by power of human word; 

But by My all-quickening Spirit, 
Seith, of hosts, the glorious Lord " 

We are children of the Father, 
Not of blood of ancient race; 

Not of will of priest or ruler, 
But by call of sovereign grace. 

Ours a noble. ancient standard, 
Borne by many a faithful hand 

From the dungeon to the scaffold, 
Over many a hostile land. 

Long ogo, the Captain gave it, 
When the " first love " had decayed ; 

Gave, to lowly standard-bearers, 
Whose undaunted faith displayed 

Far and wide its saving message, 
And His chosen rallied round,. 

Bore it high in bitter conflict; 
Still it waves above the ground. 

And the truth has won acceptance 
Where obediertce is denied; 

And some own its power and virtue 
Who refuse to take its side. 

Shall we now, for fear or favour, 
Let the glorious banner drag ? 

Ah! they prate of "peace and concord," 
What they mean is, "Furl yG11r flag.'' 

Brothers, sisters, Jesus gave it; 
Rally round it, firmer stand ; 

Followers of His great example, 
Faithful to His high command. 

Lewes, Sussex. ,v. K. ARlISTRONO, B.A. 
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BY II. T. S., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCII OF THE :.CONTIIS," ETC., ETC. 

X.-\Y1uT THE CmMES SAY. 

'

~TE are standing on rising ground, and there is borne in upon us, 
i' l' by the summer's breez€1, the sound of '' a carillon of bells" 

from the tower of the great Abbey of St. Albans. Now sinking, and 
yet again swelling, as the zeph:rrs come and go, we make out the 
music of the tune "Hanover." This tune has always been associated 
in our mind with John Newton's heart-healing hymn, " Begone 
unbelief," and we :tiud ourselves humming, as a more sustained 
sta,e than the rest reaches us,-

" His love in time past forbids me to think 
He'll leave me a.t last in trouble to sink.'' 

How many heart-aches of the days long ago have been soothed and 
smoothed by these very chimes! In sensitive childhood we heard 
them, and were mo,ed to tears by the pathos of "Home, sweet Home." 
With charming appropriateness this carol closed the week. Many 
must have been the varying emotions of the toiling thousands within 
the radius of the ring of the chime, as the sweet notes, inseparable 
from the beautiful ballad, floated to them on the night air. "Listen," 
our mother would say, as the door stood open, on a Saturday evening 
in summer, at the hour of six,-" the chimes are playing 'Home 
sweet Home,' your father will soon be here." More than once, when 
it -was dark, we have stood close up to the ancient walls, and listened 
to the great organ within. Long would we linger, thinking how 
strangely solemn the great church must look with the one little light 
to magnify the shadows. It was q,lways a time rich with fancies 
-when the music came to us, now near as a rising tide, then far off like 
the moan of the wind round the hill. Then we would be startled from 
our reverie by the deep tones of the clock striking nine, and the 
chimes would add a note of admiration to the hour with a moral from 
Mozart, " Life let us cherish." 

But there came a time when youthful hearts in the old town were 
moved by the Saviour's love, and when reason, enlightened by the 
Spirit of God, could intelligently appreciate the ever-thrilling story ~f 
Calvary. To such listeners, the chimes could furnish, out of their 
repertory, more than one processional hymn, so that, when the carillon 
in the belfry took up the strain of time to the march of "Mariner's," 
the young disciple had words ready, and could sing as he walked,-

" In the croSB of Christ I glory." 

On Lord's-day morning, too, as he went forth to worship, his " song 
of degrees" could be set to "Hanover," and he could cry,-

" Oh worship the King, 
All glorious above." 

Ah, chimes of childhood, as again we hear the once-familitJ.r sound, 
ye touch with your music the chords of memory so that they vibrate 
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with recollections of the days of old! Your notes reach us now after 
many years of toil, struggle, defeat, and, perhaps, victory. Yes, 
we can gather in your music, doubling the semibreve as it goes by, 
and weave for it "11. psalm of life," and it shall be this,-

" The soul that on Jesus hath lean'd for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes ; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no neve~ forsake ! " 

'II- 'II-

As we stand upon the hillside, we think of the heroes who, in the 
past, on yonder ridge where the Abbey rises, suffered death for 
conscience' sake. The whole scene is historic. Beneath us, through 
the fields, ran the old Roman road of Watling Street. On this very hill, 
Cassivele.unus defended his British stronghold against the invaders. 
Here,· after the Roman conquest, grew up e. stately city, and these 
silent g1:een fields were then the busy haunts of men. The temple, the 
palace, the e.mphitheatre,-all were here. Where now the grass 
grows, and tall trees that have seen centuries of see.sons, flourish, the 
legions of Rome once marched, and men came through the gates who 
may have heard the apostle Paul. Generations went by, and still the 
stately city stood. The gods of the heathen were worshipped, men 
traded, loved, and hated within its massive walls. The blood of the 
gladiator dyed the sand of the arena, and, oblivious of the tragedy of 
life, youth played at knuckle-bones on marble steps. Here, too, were 
disciples of the despised Nazarene; and fro::::n one of its gates, in the 
reign of Diocletian, a Christian was led forth to die for the faith. 
Albe.nus had received the gospel while on the Continent. He came 
home to Verulanium to confess it. Sheltering a deacon of the church 
who had fled from persecution, Albanus himself became suspected. 
When taxed with the offence, he declared that he, too, was a 
Christian. As no threats could move him, he was at once condemned. 
Over the stream in the valley they took him, and on the opposite hill 
his blood was shed. 

No church crowned the ridge then. The martyr's memorials were 
the turf, soaked with his blood, held for a sacred spot as time went on; 
and, what was more to the purpose, the tradition of his constancy 
handed down through many generations. He went to his death firm 
in his loyalty to th1tt Saviour, whose redeeming grace those who 
came long after would set in words to the music of the chimes. 

The centuries in their march left their mark on both hill and dale
The Roman city disappeared. The gods were gone, but so also was 
primitive Christianity, and the Papacy reigned in its stead. In tht> 
times of the kings of the Norman Conquest, the massive tower of the 
Abbey rose over the spot where the Roman martyr had suffered. ~he 
Norman church was built of tiles and stones gathered from the rums 
of the Roman city. To what strange uses may these remains from the 
city of the Crnsars have been applied! 

Lot us think of what happened in the year 1381. An English town 
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had grown up around the monastery; but the monks held all the land 
for miles. and ruled the people with n rod of iron. The peasants 
groaned in bitter poYerty, being held in bondage by both baron and 
priest. The dignitaries of the church were scandalously rich; the 
parish priesh: miserably poor. The church hnd no influence over the 
sins of the age. for Yice 1eigned in the cloister, and lay concealed 
under the friar's frock. The wicked were not made "to blush at the 
chaste ,oice of the church." The earliest of the Reformers called the 
leading ecclesiastics " the brokers of the sinful city of Rome.'' For 
fifteen years, Wycliffe had in,eighed against abuses. In 1381, he 
began his memorable crusade against the doctrines of the Papacy. 
Dropping" the syllogistic Latin", he appealed to the people in their 
own tongue, and for the first time in England there was e. current 
religious literature. His followers multiplied. But the people had 
been shorn sheep for so long, they had nothing, and they knew 
nothing. W'hen they rose, they rose wildly, only to be hurled back 
into darkness b, the combined forces of Church and State.. The 
insurrection of the peasants was charged at Wycliffe's door. Then it 
came to pass that tu be a "Lollard" was to be a hunted man. 

The c-ountryside around the Great .·\..bbey, whose chimes we heard 
just now, abounded in sympathisers with the new movement. No 
people had suffered more from rapacity than those who had the mis
fortune to dwell within the liberties(!) of the Abbots of St. Alban. 
All cloth must need be "fulled" at the Abbey mills, and a toll paid to 
the monastery. It was the same with grain; the only mill allowed 
was that of the monks. The querns of the people were seized, and, 
as a sign to the serfs, were put down as paving-stones in one of the 
cloisters of the Abbey. John Ball, a Lollard priest, was among the 
leaders of the peasants; and William Grindecobbe, • who had been 
brought up in the Abbey, was tribune of the townsmen of St. Albans. 
He led them to the monastery, where they entered the room paved 
with their own mill-stones. These they tore up, and Grindecobbe 
broke them into small pieces, '' giving a piece to each person in the 
crowd, as the blessed bread is wont to be broken and distributed in 
church on Sundays." 

But the peasant patriots had dared to rise against their lords, and 
their Lollard leaders had offended implacable Rome, so the monopolists 
in Church and State combined to put them down. Thus it came to 
pass that, at the end of the summer of 1381, John Ball, William 
Grindecobbe, and fourteen others were arrested, and tried at St. 
Albans. Ball was hanged in the fields near the Abbey. His body was 
di,ided, and sent as a sign of terror to the four quarters of the realm. 
Grindecobbe was offered a reprieve on condition that his followers 
restored the charters they had wrung from the monks. Green, in his 
splendid history, gives the patriot's reply :-''If I die," said he, "I 
shall die for the cause of the freedom we have won, counting myself 
happy to end my life by such a martyrdom. Do you to-day as~ewo~d 
have done had I been killed yesterday." On an August evemng, this 
Hampden of the Middle Ages, with his fourteen companions, went to 
the gallows in the meadows east of the great church, whose chimes now 
play," Home, 6weet Home.'' After hanging three days, the neighbours 
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buried the bodies of their friends. This so incensed the proud prelate who 
ruled at the Abbey that he procured a mandate from the king ordering 
the inhabitants to re-hang their fellow-citizens in chains of their own 
procuring, and that they were there to hang till not a bone was 
left of them. Authorities differ ns to whether the townsmen obeyed 
this abominable command. Rending Mr. Urwick's account, one would 
think they did; but a later writer says that neither bribes nor threats 
could force them to do it, so that tho king's officers were obliged to under
take the gruesome task themselves. \Ve can endorse Mr. Urwick's 
verdict when he says, " Satanic ingenuity could no further go." Yet, 
with fierce eye, and bloody hand, this Jezebel of a church held sway 
for moro than 160 years longer. 

But it was in this year 1381 that the first great blow was struck ; 
and though the early Reformers were hunted to the death, they left 
an imperishable heritage, for " one great faith gradually evolved 
itself, a faith in the sole authority of the Bible as a source of religious 
truth." 

There is this to be added as a moral for the men of to-day. 
Romanism never changes. The power of the priest has ever been 
inimical to human liberty. Given political power, and Rome, to be 
true to herself, must establish a despotism. 

$ $ $ $ 

Let us hold you as fast as " the Ancient Mariner " did the wedding 
guest, just for one scene more. 

Listen to the lay of the chimes. Over the quiet city, over the 
peaceful meadows where Grindecobbe once swung in chains, fall the 
sweet notes of " The Blue Bells of Scotland," -

" .And it's oh, in my heart, 
.And I wish him safe e.t home ! " 

There were wives in the 16th century who could have summed up their 
anxieties in such words as these. 

About a hundred yards from the great west door of the Abbey, 
there is a 11pot railed in among many graves. It is the site of
another tragedy associated with the past history of the dominant 
church. 

Let us dream through more than thr9e hundred years, and -wake up in 
the England of the Tudors. Queen Mary is on the throne, and Bonner 
is Bishop of Loudon. Let the year be 1555, for there stood then, at 
the Fleet Street end of Chancery Lane, in the City of London, a cook's 
shop, kept by one George Tankerfield. He had married a sister of an 
ardent Bible-student, Robert Smith by name; and these two men were
wont to study the Scriptures together in a little room at the back of 
Tankerfield's shop. (Should you, kind reader, at any time pass the 
Fleet Street end of Chancery Lane, give a thought as to what once 
took place there.) 

From conviction to confession is ever the wav of true conversion, and 
thus it was with George Tankerfield. He toid his frienis that God, 
in His mercy, hnd opened his mind, and that the truth was dearer to 
him than life itself. He was soon put to tho proof. Neither the 
Scriptures nor Scripture-readers were in favour with the resuscitated 
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R-0manisti;: ; so, before long, Tankerfield and Smith found themselves 
in Newgate. You will find the story of their arrest in the pnges of 
Foxe. Thest' true Bible Christians were brought before Bonner. It 
was 8pringtime, when men's hearts begin to revive after the long 

winter. when the8e confessors answered for their lives. Bonner was 
playful. " Lo! my Lord Mayor," said he, "this is Master Spenker" 
(pointing to Tankt1rfield), "and this 11 (singling out Smith) "is Mnster 
Controller." Tankerfield reasoned too well to suit the bishop who 
cut him short with an oath, " By my troth, Master Speaker, y; sho.ll 
preach at a stake ! '' 

The scene is shifted to St. Albans. The bishop was wont to over
awe the townsfolk of his diocese by sending his "heretics " to be 
burned among them. Tankerfield was despatched to the spot where 
the mighty Norman tower looks down on the relics of Verulanium, on 
the prison of the monks. It was from this tower we heard the chimes 
ring to the tune '' Hano~er." Newton's hymn was in the centuries 
unborn, but the truth that it embodied sustained many of the martyrs 
of those Marian days. They considered " Him who endured such 
contradiction of sinners against Himself.'' 

" How bitter that cup no heart can conceive, 
Which He drank quite up, that sinners might live ! 
His way was much rougher and darker than mine ; 
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine ? '' 

Such reflections, no doubt, supported Tankerfield. The sheriffs left 
him at an inn while they went to a wedding breakfast! When his 
hour was well-nigh come, while yet the officers of the law tarried at 
their feast, Tankerfield asked for a cup of wino and a loaf, that he 
might remember his dying Lord ; and since there was none to minister 
to him, he was his own celebrant. 

But, at last, the wedding guests permit the sheriffs to leave, for is 
there not a man to be done to death for heresy before sundown ? 
"Another cup of wine, Master Sheriff, before you go! Here's hAalth 
to the happy pair! And yet once more! Long live the Queen and 
His Holiness the Pope!" You have celebrated your communion, 
Master Sheriff; and George Tankerfield has celebrated his! 

Let us adjourn. The afternoon has come. Few die naturally at 
that time of the day. So is it also an untoward time for murder. 
But the nearer the church, the better the deed! Then, take the 
" heretic " within sight of the great west door. There let the martyr 
be bound. There let the priests wave the crucifix, knowing nothing of 
the Christ. There let the mayor revile, There let the torch be applied. 
And there see a knight step from the crowd, stretch his arm over the 
flames, and grasp the hand of the confessor, as he whispers, " Good 
brother, be strong in Christ." Listen, and you may catch the dying 
man's last words, "0 sir, I thank you! I am so, thank God! '' 

The sun is setting in a sea of fire. The great west window of the 
Abbey flushs crimson. ; The whole front is the colour of blood, while 
the foreground is transS.gured with light, and in the centre is n heap 
of ashes guarded by the sheriffs' officers. Shall we go ere the mock
ing chimes break up our reverie,-" And ,it's oh, in my henrt" Y 
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You know the rest. But the carillon in the tower plays " Home, sweet 
Home," at the week end! How beautiful it would be, just now, to 
hear "Mariner's!" We could softly sing, could we not-

" When the woes of life o'erlake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

N over shall the cross forsake me, 
Lo I it glows with peace and joy "? 

Let us meet in the morning. It will be the Lord's-day ; and, if you 
stand just-here, where you can overlook the place of martyrdom, you 
will feel a thrill as the gospel call comes to you with the clash of the 
chimes,-

" Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
.And publish abroad Hie wonderful Name ; 
The Name all-victorious of Jesus extol; 
Hie kingdom is gloriou~, and rules over all." 

Jndian Jnddents amt Jllustrations. 
XIII.-SACRIFICLA.L RITES. 

INDIA is a land of almost endless rites and many sacrifices. 
Blood flows constantly on her altars. In village and in city the 

priests are ever busy, and many are the devotees who bring the dumb 
animals to the sacrificial post before the temple. Rules and laws 
regarding these sacrifices are well-nigh innumerable. A short while 
ago, The Indian Mirror printed the following paragraph :-" Each 
animal has to be beheaded at a single stroke. Failure is a bad 
omen ; and should it occur, special expiatory offerings have to be 
made to avert the wrath of the deity. In households where fruits 
and sugar-cane are offered instead of. goats or buffaloes, the same 
care has to be ta.ken to s.ever at one stroke ; and, in case of failure, 
the same alarm is felt. On the occasion of the Durga Puja in the 
Rajbnri at Burdwan, a ripe cocoa-nut has to be sacrificed. That the 
fruit may be cut in twain by a single stroke, exactly at the middle, 
which is marked by a scarlet thread, a man is appointed to practise 
all the year. He is paid a monthly fee, and supplied with a large 
number of cocoa-nuts upon which to learn the art throughout the 
year. And so great is the anxiety of the Maharajahs at the critical 
moment, that they tremble and pray with joined hands that all may 
be a success." 

The human heart everywhere confesses the need of sacrifice. The 
idea is Divinely implanted, and had its origin above ; but the essential 
teaching embedded in the universal practice has been terribly per
verted. It reminds one of the polluted Ganges as it falls into thl, 
Bay of Bengal. Issuing from a glacier in the Himalayas, 13,6i~ feet 
above the level of the sea, it flows at on:)e in a broad, rapid, clear 
stream towards the plains. At its som·ce, its waters are ns pure as 
the snow and ice n.t that great altitude; but soon, earth mingles with 
the rushing· river, and the discoloured streai;u in the deltn.ic plains is 

• 89 
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a great <'ontrast to the glacial spring. Thus the !:lacrificial rites of 
the heathen are expressed in the Yaried vernaculars of India in words 
that ha,e been polluted by use in the vilest idolafrons customs. To 
m•e them in a Christian sense, they have to be purified, and filled 
with Scriptural ideas. Unless this is done, the heathen crowd mny 
erroneously imagine that the missionary confirms and teaches their 
false ideas of sacrifice and. worship. 

In Bengal, buffaloes and goats are constantly offered to Kali 
Dt1rga, and other supposed deities. Before their temples, a sacrificiol 
post is fixed in_ the ground, with a ~la?e cut out at the ~op large 
enough to receffe the neck of the victim. A . wooden pm is run 
through above t-0 hold the struggling creature firmly in position 
while the deadly blow is given. The severed head is placed before 
the blood-thirsty idol, and the blood caught in a brass basin. There 
is no C'onfession of sin, no cry for pardon, no desire for cleansing. 
Such ideas do not ·prompt to the act of sacrifice. It is either to 
appease the goddess, so that some calamity may be avoided; or an 
acknowledgment that such a boon has been granted, or a desire for 
su<'cess in some foul deed, or a longing to add somewhat to an accu
mulated merit, that leads to such offerings .. Hinduism is a religion 
without a morality, and therefore without repentance or conviction of 
sin. It is indeed futile to try to discover, in its unholy rites and 
phrases, anything analagous to the glorious truths of the gospel. 
Better is it for us to try to lead its devotees to the Fountain-head of 
Scripture, and point them to the pure stream of God's truth as it 
flows direct from His heart to men. " The precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was foro
ordained before the foundation of the world," is the only sacrifice 
that must be preached to the people. " He is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 

It is a mistake to suppose that heathen rites and sacrifices are as 
typical of truth as were those of the Old Testament. This would be 
to gi,e them a Divine sanction, and lead us to suppose that, like the 
.A..aronic priesthood, Brahmans also had Divine authority for their 
ritual; but this would be to blunder terribly, and to place Hinduism 
upon the same level as Judaism. "The law-" had at least "a shadow 
of good things to come, though not the very image of the things," 
and heathen ceremonies and sacrifices are, at their best, but the 
shadow of those shadows ; and how dark the gloom thus cast is, only 
those can realize who try to penetrate it, and search for the substance. 
How weird are those rites performed amid the encircling gloom of 
the temples of the heathen! Let us hear what the great apostle of 
the Gentiles said when his spirit was stirred within him as he saw 
Athens full of idols, and realized the effect of idolatry on the human 
heart, the human conscience, and human society. "But I say," Paul 
writes, "that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God.'' That sets the whole question at rest, for 
the heathen world to-day is exactly what it was in apostolic times. 

ROBERT SPURGEON. 
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"~nll me' Jathcr,' John; and !)01d J)timl ihcm." 

IN It Yorkshire home there were left without a mother's care three 
lads and one lnss. The mother had died of a lingering disease ; 

and, during her illness, she had often spoken to her daughter about 
her youngest son, John. For him, it seemed, the whole of her ebbing 
life was spent. No sooner was the funeral over, than John began to 
be a trouble to his father and brothers and sister. The two brothers 
were rough with him, and the only soothing words he heard came from 
his sister ; she hid his faults, and he told her his sorrows. 

John's father was a decent sort of man, who now and then went to a 
chapel ; but he was a stranger to the reality of religion until his 
children had grown up to think for themselves. The daughter felt her 
importance, for she had to manage the whole of the family affairs. 
They Ii ved not a great way from Briggate, Leeds ; and John, to his 
shame, frequented a notorious public-house, where the roughest of 
the rough assembled. Our readers can imagine the division in this 
motherless home,-the youngest son a miserable sot, not too often at 
work, and far too often helped home when he had become the pnb
lican's " finished article." 

·wishing to be away from all restraint, John set off, with his small 
stock of clothes, in search of work at Bradford. He found a place as 
bricklayer's labourer, and with boon companions wasted his evenings, 
spending his wages, and ruining his constitution. It was some months 
before he thought of going home; but, at length, he felt that, some-

• how or other, he must get to Leeds. He was in a sorry plight,-his 
clothes were ragged, his face was on fire through the drink, his gait 
was slovenly, and though only twenty-one years of age, he looked just 
like an old fellow turned out of a casual ward. 

H.e reached Leeds, approached his old home, saw his sister at the 
window, saw a smart young gentleman raise his hat to her, and saw 
his well-dressed brothers enter the house; then he shuffled past, feeling 
alternately the rising of shame, envy, and anger. 0.f course, he 
blamed his "luck", his father, and his companions ; but he never 
thought of blaming himself. 

Under the influence of drink, he ventured to go to the house one 
evening; there was a little party, and he so upset them that unkind 
words were spoken about "not knowing that a drunkard came there." 
Poor John again departed, and away he walked till he reached 
Bradford once more. Lower and lower he sank, till he was almost 
"past feeling." For e. few weeks, bitter feelings took possession of 
him ; but thinking that he had had enough of such a rough life, he 
resolved that he would, if possible, live at home again. Little did he 
know what he would have to face, nor how his feelings would be 
crushed. 

John shall now tell his own story:-" I paid my drink score 
on Saturday night, and then I had only a few pence left; but I had paid 
~or my lodgings, and told my landlady that I should leave for Leeds 
lil the morning. I was not well, my spirits were low, and I felt more 
than half inclined to commit suicide ; the only thing that kept me from 
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doing so was the thought that, afhw a while, I might pick myself up. 
I reRched Leeds on the Sunday morning, just as the publio-houses were 
opiming at noon : Rnd feeling dreadfully faint, went into one to have a 
drink. I felt revived, but I was too much revived; fo1· the 'don't 
care' spirit took possession of me, and I thought, 'I'll go home; I'm 
as good as anyone there.' Home I went, knocked at the door, and 
presently my father came, and let me in. He looked pale, and simply 
said, 'John, lad, come in.' I took off my shabby old cap, put it into 
my coat pocket, and mRde my way to the large kitchen, for I was. 
dreadfully cold. Presently I heard voices, and almost without 
thinking of my actions, I went into the dining-room. There I saw 
my two brothers and my sister with my father; and if ever I felt 
ashamed of myself, it was just then. It was not long before my father 
said, 'John, we have been talking about thee; we have been sadly 
tried about thee, and friends have advised me to forbid thee to come to 
the house. They say that thou art a disgrace to us, and now that thou 
art here, I will ask thy brothers and thy sister what they think 
of it.' 

"' '\Vhat dost thee say about John?' said my father, turning to my 
eldest brother. 'I say, turn him out, he is a disgrace to us; that is 
all I have to say about it." 'Well, what dost thou say?' said my 
father to my second brother. ' I say the same as our Tom ; and when 
I look at the rascal there, I feel as though I could put him out myself,' 
he answered. I rose, I felt madness mustering me; but I managed to 
keep a little of my anger down, but I felt like one beside himself. 
Turning to my sister, my father said, ' "What shall we do with John?' 
I looked up ; I saw my mother's eyes in my sister's face, I remembered 
what my mother had said to her. I thought, 'Sis. will be right 
with me;' but I was disappointed, for, with a pettish aix, she said, 'I 
feel sure we ought not to let John come home, for no decent young 
people will speak to me if we let him be here ; tell him to go 
away.' 

"I was dumb ; all were against me, and I felt as though I could 
rush from the house in a frenzy. After a moment's pause, my father 
rose, and coming across the room, took me by the hand, and said, 
' John. dost thee heax what these say? '.{'hey say, " Turn him out," 
but th~u hast never called one of them "Father." Call me "father," 
John; and don't mind them. Come home, but be a good lad, John.' 

"I broke down, I sobbed, my father's kindness had conquered me. 
I just stammered out, 'I will, father,' and then I sobbed, and my 
brothers and my sister sobbed, too, and we all wept together. From 
that day I bee:ame a new man. I gave my heart to my Heavenly 
Father soon after, and joined a Christian Church. I have preached 
the o-ospel in many towns in Yorkshire, and when I want to tell the 
simple story of God's love, I just tell the story I have told you." . 

This is just God's plan of welcoming the unworthy; see J erennah 
iii. 1:1: "How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a 
pl<:asant land, a goodly heritage? ... And I said, Thou shult cull Me, 
Iii;/ Fat/,,,,.; and shalt not turn away from Me." 

Sunderland. GEOROE WILSON, 



DY PASTOR ISAAC NEAR, DESDORO"C"OII. 

CYCLING towards my home, one evening recently, I passed a 
number of little children on the road some distance from the 

town. The young folk knew me better than I recognized them in the 
twilight, and one of them, calling me by name, said,-

" Asx THE LORD TO TAKE us SAFE HOME." 

As I rode along, that request rang in my soul till, not only one, but 
many voices seemed to present the prayer. While I thought thereon, I 
wished that this entreaty might be heard by all who bear the name 
of Christ. The children are away from home, many dangers lie 
between them and "Home, sweet Home," evil lurks on every side. 

"Principe.lities e.nd powers, 
M11Stering their unseen e.rra.y," 

are preparing to capture childhood ; the safety of the young is 
menaced by foes numerous, subtle, and cruel. The little ones need 
Divine protection, and they plead with us to plead for them ; they 
desire and deserve our prayers. It is home, the abode of love, of 
peace, of comfort, of safety, that they want to reach. 

As Christians, shall we not respond to this child's request? Shall 
we not lovingly remember the young in our supplications? This little 
one unconsciously voices the need of universal childhood.,-its felt 
weakness, its dependence upon the Lord. What a revelation of the 
thoughts of the child-heart was made in this request! It is evident 
that children believe that Christians are men of prayer, that they have 
influence with God, that prayer is effectual, and that by our intercession 
they may obtain the Divine blessing. 

What an incentive this should be to us to plead earnestly at the 
throne of grace on their behalf; and not only to pray, but to labour, 
and to live, so as to bring them to Christ, and to lead them in the 
homeward, Heavenward way! We may be encouraged thus to pray 
for their safe home-bringing by remembering Christ's sympathy with 
<!hild-life. The disciples were out of touch with childhood when th~y 
sought to keep back those who brought their little ones to the Saviour; 
but the Lord of life and glory was ever loving and tender to the 
<!hildren who thronged around Him. There was an affinity between 
His spirit and the child-spirit; the trustfulness of the little ones 
appealed to His heart, He welcomed them to His presence, folded 
them in His arms, pressed them to His bosom, and pronounced upon 
them one of His choicest benedictions. The Christ of God fondling 
little children, must have been, to His angelic attendants, one of the 
most interesting incidents of His earthly life. How the angels must 
have gazed upon that scene, and admired His loving condescension, 
as " He took them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and 
blessed them " ! 

Prayer directed to Him, on behalf of the young, will touch 
sympathetic chords in Heaven, and cause His glorified nature to 
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respond, ani:l send forth streams of sacred influence that shall renew 
th:ir ~h~a.rts, beau~ify t~eir characters, and ennoble their lives. By 
H1s :Spmt, H~ will sh~eld then~ amid the world's temptations and 
dangers, sustam them m the midst of earth's conflicts and sorrows 
and take them- ' 

"SAFE HOME AT LAST." 

" ~cltold, j.t ~omttlt ! " 

LO ! He comes! the King of Zion, 
Crowned with power, and robed in light, 

Gates of brass, and bars of iron, 
Yield to His resistless might ; 

And His coming, 
Puts the hosts of hell to flight. 

Lo ! He comes ! the hills before Him 
Part asunder in dismay, 

Saint and seraphim adore Him, 
Riding down the shining way ; 

And, with gladness, 
Hail the long-expected day. 

Lo! He comes! the clouds, unfolding, 
Show His awful majesty, 

And, His dread approach beholding, 
They that pierced Him turn to flee, 

"While His chosen 
Shout with joy their Lord to see. 

Lo! He comes! who once, in meekness, 
Silent stood at Pilate's bar; 

Now, no longer veiled in weakness, 
See His glories stream afar, 

And proclaim Him 
As " the bright and morning Star." 

Foots Cray. E. A. TYDEMAN. 

"lf OSLEMS seem to know no equals, for, unless they feel that you are 
1l their master, they at once begin to play the master over you. 
Accordingly, the Sultan of Turkey is reported here as sayiDg, "Christians 
are a water-melon, and I am the knife to cut it up." One speaks of him e.s 
r,,i ,s s,-rrere (t!,e little god), 1md another declaims against "that wicked 
iDjustice of the Christians, which seeks to wrest Thessaly from . the 
victorious believers." Such a mental state does not incline to a patient 
hearing of the gospel ; but, happily, we weet with open as well as c~osed 
heart~, and generally avoiding worldly subjects, keep to higher thmgs, 
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according to their own proverb, "He who rides the camel need not fear the 
dogs." 

Their warped way of looking at things is constantly coming up ; for 
example, a man argued that it would be wicked for him to abstain from aU 
sin, "because," said he, "one of God's names and attributes is the Judge, 
and if there were no sin there could be no Judge, so our sin is necessary 
that God's character may be completed." 

I have read that, were every copy of the four Gospels destroyed, the 
works of the early Christians a.re so rich in quotations from them that from 
their writings a.lone the Gospels could be wholly reproduced ; and Moslerus, 
without the Gospels, which they cannot or will not read, sorely need them to 
be reproduced in the works of us, the later Christians ; for how else can 
these millions be evangelized ? 

What can be done, was lately shown by an English Christian who, 
afflicted with total deafness, came to winter in North Africa. He became a. 
diligent tract-distributor, sowing broa.dcast the precious seed; nor was his 
deafness always a. disadvantage, as when he had given a. Gospel to a. Romish 
priest, he could apologize that his infirmity quite prevented him from 
hearing the other's excited words. Might not many another disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ follow the example of the storks, and winter in 
North Africa., to the advantage of their own health, and perhaps, to the ever
lasting benefit of others ? I suppose neither work nor workers would suffer 
much if we all had the spirit of a. young missionary, who died lately in the 
Soudan. At his baptism, he went be.ck to fetch something which he had 
forgotten, and on returning said, " I want my pur8e to be ba.ptizen, too." 

Our numbers for August a.re 237 visits received, and 271 nights' lodging 
given. We· have planted and watered the good seed ; may the Lord give 
the increase, and that abundantly ! 

Sousse, Tunisia, North Africa.. T. G. CHURCHER. 

Any Book reviewed or adverUsed In Chi■ Magazine will be rorwarded by lle11H Passmore 
and Alabaster on receipt or Postal Order Cor Che published price. 

Light and Love. A Series of Sermons 
preached at the Metropolitan Taber
nacle. By Pastor THOMAS 
SPURGEON. Arthur H. Stockwell 
and Co. Price 2s. 6d. nett. 

THOSE who heard these sermons 
preached were glad to be able after
wards to read them, and many will be 
thankful to have them in this neatly
bound volume for preservation and 
reference, and also as gifts to friends. 
Possibly, all our readers are nut yet 
aware that Pastor Thomas Spurgeon's 
discourses are issued week by week 
by Messrs. A. H. Stockwell and Co., 
17, Paternoster Row. This collection of 
twenty of them, revised by the 
preacher, will p;ive a. good idea of the 
ministry that is still so successfully 
maintained in the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, and will, we trust, move 
many to remember in prayer tlte one 

who occupies so high and responsible 
a position. Among the score of ser
mons included in this volume are 
three very memorable one~,-those 
delivered at the opening of Bex.bill 
School-chapel, on the fifth anniver
sary of the " home-going " of the 
preacher's beloved father, and on the 
occasion of the celebration of the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. There 
ought to be a ready sale for Lig/,t a,,d 
Love, a.,,d then, no doubt, the pub
lishers would speedily follow it with 
a second serie~, which is sure to be 
desired by mlny who read this first 
one. 

The Publication of the Kingdom of 
God. By JAMES Y.-1.~ So:1nrER. 
Partridge and Co. 

A YERY suggestive pamphlet on ,i 

most important topic. 
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Strategic Pnints in the World's Conqnest. 
By JoHN R. MOTT. Nisbet and Co. 

THE Student Volunteer Movement, 
which is perhaps the most remarkable 
fact in connection with missionary 
work in this generation, and which 
we are still glad to recognize as a 
mo1·eme11t, bas been most happy in 
securing the services of such a man 
as the author of this treatise. Mr. 
Mott has a mind as imperial as 
his spirit is ardently loyal to our 
Lord, and be seems to have been 
singularly used in stirring up interest 
amongst the students of all the lands 
which be has visited as outlined in 
thi• sketch, and which inclurle nearly 
all the civilized countries of the world. 
There is a modesty and restraint in 
the narration which wins upon the 
reader: much is told us of the 
progress of the Redeemer•~ Kingdom 
in Colleges and Universities, but we 
feel that there is much more in 
the background unrevealed. As 11, 

band\' and reliable revi11w, from 11, 

central standpoint, of the present 
position of mi-sionary devotion among 
educated cl11oSses, this volume is in
>'aluable. 

Rambles fo Central China. By W. A. 
CoRNABY, Charles H. Kelly. 

CHATTY descriptions of travels in 
" the flowery land," 11,nd of some of 
the missionary labours of the Wes
leyans there. The kind of book to 
rouse the interest of the young in the 
evangeliz!l.tion of the world, and 
therefore to be placed in the home 
and school library. .Admirable pic
tures bel p to increase the attractions 
of a charmingly-written volume. 

8u1ri1iq and Reaping. By Rev. GRIF· 
:FITH JOHN, D.D. Snow and Co. 

K OTHING in modern missions is more 
cheering than the record supplie_d in 
this sixpenny booklet. Dr. Griffith 
John cleaves to his work• and adheres 
to the missionary plough, without any 
thought of looking back. His clili
geut sowing and gracious reaping 
leave no room for the enquiry, "Where 
is the God of the apostles ? " We 
heartily commend these letters from 
the pen of a modern apostle of 
P,wline spirit and devotion. 

Christian Life i'.n Germany, as seen in 
the State and the Church. By 
EDWARD F. WILLIAMS, D.D. T. 
and T. Clark. 

AN excellent book, written with muoh 
discrimination, and well covering the 
ground. Perhaps, in no part of th,i 
world, is the theatre of religious 
conflict more important than in Ger
many. By the varying fortunes of 
the campaign there, England and 
.America are directly affected ; indeed, 
one might say, what the moon is to 
the tides, that Germany is to the trend 
of philosophical and religious thought 
in all lands. We commend this work 
both on the ground of its edifying 
fulness of matter and also its judicial 
temper. It is a book to read, for it is 
such reading that makes '' the full 
man.JI , 

Richard Weaver's Life Story. By 
Rev. J. PATERSON, M.A., B.D. 
Morgan and Scott. 

IN these de.ys of multiplied evange
listic activity, it is almost impossible 
for us to realize the sensation which 
the advent of Richard Weaver made 
in the early sixties. His we.s, per
haps, the most remarkable English 
figure in connection with the gree.t 
Revive.I which swept from America., 
a.cross Ireland, hither; and his labours 
largely prepared the way for me.ny of 
the works, even greater than hiR own, 
which have followed. But be has 
the honour of a pioneer. When a 
religious meeting outside the bounds 
of e. religious meeting-place wa~ e. 
n,welty (though C. H. Spurgeon ha.d 
already broken through that conven
tionality), and when the preaching of 
the gospel we.a almost entirelv left to 
ordained ministers, the Voice from the 
Coal-Pit-stentorian and eloquent, 
untutored, musical, original, direct,
fell on the ears of the multitude as e. 
new ce.11 from God ; and, in response, 
great crowds gathered wherever the 
evangelist appeared, and many of the 
most debased and some of the most 
ex>ilted were brought face to face 
with J csu~ Christ. 

The history of this movement, and 
the events of this life, are presented 
in the volume before us in a very 
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striking wa.y. The book is largely 
a.utobiogra.phic&l; but Mr. P11terson 
11hows commendable skill in his selec• 
tion, BB well a.s in his more direct 
authorship. He has the qua.lificfJ.tion 
of deep admiration of his hero, and 
the vi~ion granted to love is his. It 
was a. chequered course which he 
undertook to delineate; and when we 
have mastered its incidents, we may 
learn the lesson that God is still the 
Sovereign Worker. He ce.n take up 
the lowliest to use them for His 
purpose, and He can dispense with 
the most popular when He sees fit ; 
but in the light of the glory of His 
face every true servant shall be 
recompenseil. .An hour before his 
dee.th, W ea.ver sent a telegram to a 
friend:-" Just going home shouting 
'Victory.'" This volume is a goodly 
record and memorial of the warfare 
and the conquest., and in contents 
and style leaves nothing to be desired. 

Messrs. Partridge a.nd Co. have 
added to their series of Popular 
Biographies another welcome volume, 
-Captain Allen Gardiner, Sailor and 
Saint, by JESSE PAGE. The author 
is happy to have ha.d access to 
information concerning his hero's 
·experiences in .Africa., which a.re 
less genera.Uy known than the 
incidents connected with his self
sacrificing labours in Patagonia.. This 
is a. book that should be in every 
Sunda.y-school libra.ry. 

Enlisted; or, My Story. By ELISE 
SANDES. Partridge a.nd Co. 

.A MODEST record of a. great gospel 
work done among soldiers, mainly in 
Ireland. These "sons of the Empire," 
wbo are exposed to so much tempta
tion by their very calling, are sus
ceptible of religious infl.1iences when 
recommended by holy and devoted 
men and women; e.ni this is the kind 
of work which Miss Sa.odes ha.s 
attim1pted and recorded here. The 
endeavour to shield from drink a.nd 
vice the youths who have ta.ken the 
Queen's shilling, and wear her uni
form, is often very difficult; bat its 
rewards, wh1>n successful, are truly 
wonclrous. Read the story, and you 
will be prompted to help the work. 

The Writing8 of St. Patrick, the 
Apostle of Irelanrl. By Rev. 
CHARLES H. H. WRIGHT, D.D. 
Religious Tract Society. 

THIS work has now reached it~ third 
edition, and is considerably enlarged. 
It is worthy of a still wid~r difl\1sion, 
being a link with the pMt th<\t was 
difficult to recover, involving a la.b0ur 
not unlike that of the restoration of a. 
noble old edifice that had all but 
crumbled into dust. The record is 
one of exceptional interest, and gives 
a. wonderfully vivid view of a man 
who, if he had not all the light of an 
apostle, had at least an apostle's fire, 
courage, and faith. 

The Bright Blue Sky Hymn Book, fur 
Sunday-schools and other meetings. 
By ALBERT MIDLANE. Belfa~t : 
the Northern Publishing Office. 
London: W. G. Wheeler, 1 i, Pater
noster Row. 

HYMN - WRITING is Mr. Midlane's 
special vocation, and he excels therein. 
Those who a.re familiar with "Our 
Own Hymn Book," will not be 
strangers to Mr. Midle.ne's hymns, 
and he has written severe.I new ones 
for the forthcoming Supplement. The 
book before us takes its title from the 
first hymn, beginning-

" There's a Friend for little children, 
.Above the bright blue sky,"-

a hymn which recent· prize-com
petitions have proved to be the 
most p0pular and best-esteemed of 
children's hymns in English-speaking 
countries. These hymns are a.11 true 
to the eternal verities of the everlast
ing gospel, and are adapted to well
known melodies. At the ~e.me time, 
there is a general suitability to the 
various conditions of child-life, with
out., as a rule, putting the langu tge 
of deep Christian experience into the 
lips of the average children of our 
Sunday-schools. The hymns are all 
original, though in some of them }fr. 
Midlane ha.s adopted ideas and 
phraseology from othH hymns. The 
collect.ion supplies a long-felt wa.ut, 
and the prices at which it is issued.
from ld. to :2s.,-bring it within th➔ 
reach of a.II. 
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" Another book by the author of 
'I'r0b~.l,le Sons '-t~en I must get it at 
o~oe ! •• Do so: ~md reader, and you 
will not regret it 1f you wish to follow 
the adventures ?~ a young lady who 
found opportumt1es for usefulness in 
what seemed at first an unlikely place, 
-011 the Edge of a Mooi·, That is the 
titl~ <?f thA book, it is published by the 
Rehg10us Tract Society, it is illus
trated, elegantly bound, and its price 
is three shillings. 

. The same publishers have just 
issued three works of the kind that we 
alwe_ys commend to our young story
readm g friends, that is, historical tales 
which convey a correct idea of the 
mann_ers and 01,stoms of the people 
descnbed by the author, and of the cir
cumstances under which they lived. 
The first is a hanclsomely-bounr', well
illustrated, six-shilling volume en
titled, Docfor Adrian, by D. AL~OCK 
in which the fascinating writer of Th; 
S1,a11ish Brothers and The Czar has 
graphically portray, d the tt>rrible 
conflict between Holland and Spain 
in the sixteenth century. Next comes 
Stead.fast a,,d True, by L. C. 8ILKE, a 
he.If-crown illustrated book which tells 
again the sad and thrilling story of 
France's mad persecution • of the 
Huguenots, for which that unhappy 
country is paying the penalty even to 
tbiA day. The third book, which is 
published at 2s.,-In the Hollow of 
His Haud, by HEf'B.A. STRETTON,
conte.ins e. present-day story, for it 
narrates the trials endured for the 
name of Christ by a company of 
Stundists, the Rus~ian Christians who 
are so closely e.llied to Baptists, while 
holding 1>lso some of the tenets of the 
Quakers. All these volumes will 
make welcome Christmas presents. 

Another two-shilling book from the 
Religious Tract Society, which should 
have been noticed earlier ,-Not Peace, 
l,,,f u Sword, by Archdeacon G. ROBERT 
'\\"ys:u, D.D.,-depicts, under the 
forPJ of a tale, the trouble that befell a 
poor girl whc,, for the truth's sakP, left 
the Church of Rowe. There is also the 
brighter side of the btory, showing 
wL11t the gospel can do in priest-ridden 
Jreltmd. 

Ladyboy'a St01·y, and other Temperance 
Sketches. By HELEN BRISTON. 
Robert Culley. 

JUST the kind of sketches to en
courage the young to abstain from 
intoxicating drink, and to embolden 
them to wage determined war age.inst 
the great evil of intemperance. The
cost of the whole is only sixpence. 

The White Mo1tSe, and other Stories. 
By W. J. FORSTER. R. Culley. 

A BOOK that will both delight and 
instruct the little ones. The "other 
stories " are far enough removed from 
mice, either white or brown; refer
ring, as they do among other things, 
to the Bible, the Cate.combs, e.nd the 
sun. Parents will do well to make a 
note of this eightpenny book, as 
Christmas is coming, a.nd the children 
will be on the look-out for presents. 

Golden Deeds Told Anew. By ANNIE 
CRAIG. Robert Culley. 

.A CA.PITAL book for either boys or 
girls. It is well that such deeds as. 
these should be retold age.in and 
again ; and being golden, their glory 
will not fade. 

Little Parables for Little Folks. By 
EDITH E. RHODES. Robert Culley. 

THERE is e. charming naturalness 
about these "parables", even as there 
is a.bout the "little folks" for whom 
they are written. They illustrate 
passages of Scripture, e.s well e.s the 
various seasons of the year. This 
will make an excellent reward book 
for Sunday-schools, as indeed will the 
other children's books from our Wes
leyan Methodist friends, which we 
have had great pleasure in re
viewing. 

From the Webleyan Methodist Sun
day School Union, we have also 
received four admirable booklet~,-
0/d Testament Stories, First Days of 
Ohristiani:ty as told ·in the Acts of the 
Apostles, An 01ttline of the Life of St. 
Paul, and 'l'he Gutes of Zion, the last
named being selections from the Book 
of Psalms, metrically arranged. All 
consist of Scripture portions. The 
more of such books the better. 
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Messrs. Morgo.n o.nd Scott ho.ve 
published, o.t e. shillin~, '' The Hero.Id 
of Meroy" Annuo.l under the title of 
Happy Hearts, and other Readings. 
With cleo.r ste.te_ments of the gospel 
on every po.ge, with a large number 
of appropriate illustrations, and the 
whole bound in handsome covers, this 
volume is truly described as "an 
acceptable gift-book for old and 
young." 

From the Onward Publishing Office, 
124, Portland Street, Manchester, we 
have received the new volume of the 
Onward Reciter. Beginning its second 
quarter of a century, this Annual is as 
bright and vigorous as ever, just as 
we should expect a Temperance and 
Band of Hope publication to be. 
There is evidently no lack of poetry 
or prose in denunciation of the drink 
traffic and in advocacy of the good 
cause of tote.I a.bstinence. The book 
can also be obtained of Messrs. 
Partridge and Co. 

Messrs. Partridge and Co. send 
us four brightly-bound volumes of 
pictures and stories,- Frolic and 
Fun, by UNCLE JACK, a.nd Merry 
Playmates, by C. D. M., ls. each; and 
Happy and Gay, and Pleasures and 
Joys for Gfrls and Boys, by D. J. D., 
ls. 6d. each. All are admirable, and 
we think any one of our juvenile 
friends would say, "How happy could 
I be with either ! ·, 

The same publishers have also 
i&Sued three volumes of a similar 
character at 6d. ea.ch,-After School, 
Doggie's Doings and Pussy's Wcoings, 
and Sweet Stories re-told. All a.re 

C. H. 8purgeo11's Autobiography.- In 
addition to tbe information given 111st month 
concerning THE STANDARD "LIFE" OF MR. 
SPURGEON, we may mention that the four 
volumes are to be published at 10s. 6d. each; 
but in order to bring the work within the 
reach of all lovers of Mr. Spurgeon, it has 
been arranged to issue it also in monthly 
shilling parts. Both volumes and parts can 
be obtained throu~h all booksellers, or of 
the Metropolitan Te.bernncle colporteurs, or 
direct from MessrP. Passmore aud Alabaster, 
4, Paternoster Buildings, London. Orders 
should be given as eurly as possible QY all 

good, but the last is the best, for it is 
a Bible picture-book, and gives, in 
le.nguage suited to children, severe.I 
familiar Scripture narro.tives. 

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton 
he.ve reprinted, in a cheap form,-
3s. 6d. eacb,-The Worlrl nf Aner,dnte, 
and The World nf Morril anrl Relig,011.j 
Anecdot,, by EDWIN PAXTO:N' Hoon. 
They are remarka.ble collections of e.11 
manner of stories, similes, incidents, 
e.nd illustrations ; and not a few of 
them, if taken in at all, mu11t be 
accompanied by several grains of so.It. 
It would have been a pity to let :.vir. 
Hood's labours in this direction be 
lost, and many of the anecdotes will be 
new to the young preachers and 
spee.kers of the present generation, 
though they must not be surprised to 
learn that their fathers k:new them and 
used them long ago, and that their 
older hearers have listened to them at 
least once before! 

More Words of Faith, Hope, and Lo,·e. 
By the late JoIDr DICKIE. Part
ridge and Co. 

THE late beloved Editor of the Sword 
and Trowel warmly appreciated the 
:first series of these extracts from the 
letters of this man of God. He said, 
"To me, they have been a drink of the 
brook by the way ; " and in our minor 
judgment, the second series is quite 
equal to the first. They a.re not 
brilliant, but they are full of deep, 
experimental knowledge of truLh, e.nd 
of the living Lord. .All the pa2;es 
have the fragrance of the" myrrh, and 
aloes, and cassia" of the King's 
Palace; and saints who love Hilll 
much will delight to linger here. 

who desire to secure copies of the first 
edition. 

Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster ask us to 
call om· readers' specie.I attention to the 
foct tbat they have deci,led to present the 
first shilling part of C. H. Sp111·_ql'o·,'• 
.A11tobiograp!iy to e,ich purchaser of the 
S1cord and T,·on·el for January, 1888, which 
will (D.V.) be rea,ly on December 15th. 
The price of th,it one number of the 
Magazine will be sixpence. We anticip11k 
for the January s,cord and 1'n11ce/ an 
unprecedented sale. To a.void ,lisappoint
ment, orders should be given at once to 
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book"Bellers, colporteurs, or to Moesre. 
Pessm?re and Alf,baster, who will send the 
Magazine and Part I. of the Autobiography 
post free to any addrees at home or abroad 
tor S.\<l.. 

'· Tiu Q11es/u,,i Oak" a.t" We.•twood."
M,my friende have expressed their great in
terest in tbe questions and answers pub
lished f?r severe.I months past under the 
aboYe title : and the editors of various 
papers, both e.t home and a.broad by re
printing copious extracts from OU~ rll,ft•S, 
have shown their appreciation o Mr. 
Spurgeon's wise e.nd witty impromptu 
replies to the students" enquines. \Ve have 
much _pleasure in giving publicity to the ! 

followmg letter, recently received, as it 
con,eys the sentiments which many others 
of our readers hare felt and written:-

•• Allow me to say that I appreciate much 
the idea of ' The Question o .. k ' month by 
mouth in the Magazine. D,mbtless, many 
have experienced the same joy in hearing 
the Prince of Preachers' wiedom in deal
ing with some of the knotty questions which 
constantly come before the Lord's workers. 
Distributing such rich productions of the 
belored C. H Spurgeon as appear from 
time to time, must increase the value of the 
S ,cord and Trowel, as well as still continue 
the extraordinary ministry of such an 
extraordinary me.n. From help I got this 
month, I was compelled to acknnwledge 
my indebtedness, and trust that the ' Oe.k' 
questions and answers will appear for e. 
long. long time. Circumstances prevent 
me froru e,er having the privileges the.tsome 
he.,e he.d through the Pastors' College and 
the Book Fund, but as a servant of Jesus 
Christ I owe much to C. H. Spurgeon e.nd 
the S,co,·d and Trowel. 

" Yours fe.it,~fully, 

the following evening, when he Bl\id :-" I 
had, before me, ' WELCOME' w1·itten on the 
five thoneand faces that were gnthered in 
this place, and it did seem to me that never 
before had there been eo aponte.neous, and 
hee.rty, and unanimous a.desire to make the 
Pastor know that the Chlitch was gll\d to 
see him homo a.gain, greatly e.s e.ll he.d been 
profited by the oeloved brethren who had 
ministered so e.ccepte.bly in his e.baence. 
I thank you with all my bee.rt for the wel
come that you looked yesterde.y, and for 
the very praetiNi welcome the.t you have 
handed to me to-day." This reference was 
to the tbe.nk-offerings for the Lord's work 
which had beAn brought to the Pastor in 
celebration of his forty - first birthde.y. 
Including the gifts of frieade unable ta be 
present. the total up to i.45 p.m. was 
£-lOi 7s., a. considere.ble increase upon tile 
full sum (£358 15s.) contributed le.st yee.r. 
After the pre.yer-meeting, the stree.m of 
d,,nors began to flow age.in, and up to the 
time of our going to press there had been 
received .£468, e.nd, doubtleee, there 
will be further additions to that most 
generous a.mount from people who a.re 
continually giving liherally to the me.ny 
portions of Christian service, at home e.nd 
abroad, in which they are interested. With 
such a. h"PPY condition of 11.ffe.irs e.t the 
Te.berne.cle, it we.s but natural the.t the 
prayer-meeting should be to a large extent 
a praise-meeting, and that the Pastor's 
address should be che.ra.cterized, first, by 
devout the.nksgiving to God, and next, by 
heartialt gratitude to the loTiog flock 
committed to his che.rge. There could 
he.rdly have been e. more e.pproprie.te com
mencement for the e.utumn e.nd winter 
campaign in the place which enshrines so 
many hallowed memories of the ever
beloved, glorified Pastor, C. H. SPURGEON. 

At South Street Baptist Chapel, G~ean
wich, P~stor Charles Spnrgeon's fl":ends 
also took e.dvantage of hi., forty-first birth
de.y to present to him a. substantial token 
of their continue:l. love e.nd esteem. 

A.t the College re-union at " Westwood," 
on August 11, the President, Vice-Presi
dent, tutors, students, and e. few other 
friends. were ph1tographed in a group in 
front of ·• The Question Oe.k," by Mr. R. E. 
Kemp, of Lewisham, to whom we have 
Leen indebted on previous occasions for 
similar kind help. The likenesses a•e 
admira\Jle, and the photogre.ph is being 
enlarged for reproduction as the centre.I 
illustration of Jol,n Ptoaghman's Lllmanack 
for 1898. 

Pastor Tbomas Spurgeon had a right 
royal reception on his return t > the Tt<ber
na.cle after his holiday in Scotland and 
Surrey. On Lr,rd'b·•day mr;r11.irir1, 8,,,pte,1!b1Jr 

1 

18, there was a very large congregati0n, ' 
aud at night the great building was crowded 
as in the glorious days of the n~ver-to-be
forgotten past. The preacher was evidently 
o,·erpowen,d with the enthusie,stic welcome 
Lack to his pulpit, and for that very reason 
theri, was an additional impressivsues~ 
tl,roui!bout Loth services. He expressed the 
1,ri,,ailing sentiment at the prayer-rueetiog, 

We ha.ve received the fifty-seventh An
nual Report of THE BIBLE TRA.NBLA.TION 
SOCIETY, 19, Furniva.l Street, E.C., e.nd the 

1 sixty-sixth Annue.1 Report of THE T&INl
T.ARIA.N BIBLE SOCIETY, 25, New Oxford 
Street, W.C. Both Societies endeavour to 
circule.te the pure Word of God, and 
therefore deserve the sympathy e.nd sup
port of a.II lovers of the inspired Scrip-
tures· but the Bible Tre.nsla.tion Society 
e.ppea'is specially to Be.ptists, e.s the pri~ciple 
laid down at its formation is "tba.t, In a.II 
cases, the wordd relating to the ordine.nce 
of baptism shall be translated, and not 
tra,1aferred." One would h we thought 
that such a principle as this would be 
beyond all controversy, but it is not so now 
any more than it was at the forme.tion of 
the 8 1ciety in New Park Stre1:1t Che.pel on 
March 24, 1840. 



PASTORS' COLLEGE. 

On Wedni,aday evsnin_q, &ptember 1, the 
"JOHN Pr.oUOHJIUN,, GOSPEL TEHPERANOE 
SoornTY helcl its usual monthly meeting, in 
the Tabernacle leoture-hall, which, not
withste.ndinl( the very wet night, was quite 
full. He.d it been fine, the number present 
would doubtleso he.ve been so le.r!(e that the 
11athering must he.ve been held in the 
Tabernacle. The nttra.ction we.s Mr. Henry 
Thorne, who gave his popular lecture, 
"From the stage to the Cross,'' In which 
he told his own life story with much pathos 
and thrill iug effect. At the close of the 
weetin1r, 17 persons signed the pledge. 

On Wednesday evening, October 6, the 
Society will (D. v.) holcl its first annual 
meeting in the Te.berno.cle, with Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon in the chair, a.ad having 
e.s spee.kers C. E. Tritton, Esq., M.P., and 
Pa.store J. Wilson (Woolwich). W. Stott 
(Battersea), and C. B. Sawday. The Stock
well Orphanage choir and he.ndbell ringers 
will e.lso take pa.rt in the meeting, which is 
to commence at 7 o'clock, aud to be preceded 
by e. public tea at 5.30. Abstainers and 
non-abstainers are cordie.lly invited to be 
present. 

COLLEGE.-Mr. W. Chambers has re
moved from Shoreham, Sussex, to New 
Romney and Lydd, Kent; and Mr. E. G. 
L:>vell is going, from Blockley-in-the
Marsh, to Chipping Norton. Mr. John 
Field. late of East Street, Wal worth, has 
g•me to Kislingbury, Northe.mptoushire. 

ORPllAN AGE.-The next collectors' meeting 
will (n.v.) be held at the Orpbauage on 
1'ue1day evening, 1Yove111bei· 9, when Joseph 
Bens .. n, Esg., the honorary pastor of the 
Belle IslA Mission, is expected to presi~e, 
and Mr. Devant, of the Egyptian Hall. has 
promised to give a very special exhibition 
of moving photographs. Collectiug cards 
and boxes can be obtained of the Secretary, 
Stockwell Orphanage, Clapha.m Roa.d, Lon
don, S.W. 

COLPORTAGE.-Beyond reporting the.t we 
are still '' pegging away" at our increa.sing 
labours as the bUBy Christmastide ap-

proaches, we he.ve little of a. special che.re.cter 
to say this month. The following ex! ract 
f~om ou~ Chedda.r QaMterly Repott will 
give a fa.ir ulee. of the litero.ture b"ni;i:ht by 
the people, and of the effort, of our t.r•threi1 
to sell t.he best of boob. Our colportenr 
in that Distr,ct, who has seen over tweuty 
years' service, BR.ye :-" Sa.les have been 
good, the Jubilee publications ha,•in~ 
helped us on all through the summer. 
Lives of (lueen Vieturi.1., espec-ally P~rt
ricllo(e's, Shaw's, and tne Religious Tract 
Soci4:ty's editions, ba.ve sold well. 218 copies, 
va.rymg from lei. to is. 6d., havio" be"" 
disposed of. At the Jubilee ten yeara~ ago. I 
solcl a.bout £10 worth; but this year, ove1· 
£20, apart from monthly nurnliers. I hava 
been trying to sell the JuLile~ Bibles. but 
as {et ha.ve only met with ,malt .wcces.,, 
as am sorry to sa.y some people seem to 
va.lue God's Word as little as they do waste 
paper. It takes a good bit of tact, posh, 
and coaxing to sell or te.ke an order for a. 
Bible or New Testament. I see now, more 
and more, the need of keeping the Scrip
tures to the front. because they a.re the 
Word of Lile. Ritualism and careless 
indifference are constantly on the increase, 
and there is, therefore, a.11 the more neetl 
for grea.ter faith, courage, and per
severance.'' 

This earnest labourer and all the other 
colporteurs will be grateful for our CQU • 

tinned supplicatiom to our prayer-answer
iug God, wh" alone can soften hard hearts, 
and fulfil His never-failing promise that 
His Word shall not return unto Him 
void. 

Mention was made last month that the 
Master's call had come to one of our most 
generous helpers, George Palmer, Esq., 
J.P., of Reading. Since it was the Lord's 
will, it must be right. Me.y He, in His own 
good time and way, raise up a similar 
liberal friend, so tha.t our finances, which 
a.re just uow very low, may not continue to 
suffer! 

All communications should be addressed, 
" Secretary," Metropolitan Tabernacle Col
portage Association, Pastors' College, Tem
ple Street, Southwark, S.1!;. 

cIDilctrop o litt n ID:tbl'rnade. 
Stateme11t of Receipts from .August 15tl1 to Septemb.r Htl,, lS~i. 

ll1ise Bidewell 
Mr. W. Pitcher 
A memler ... ... ... ... . .. 
Collectiou 11.t ::-it. Pttul':::i Church, Skeg· 

neas, per PasLoi· G. GooJohihl 
ll1r. G. Iforris ... 
Mr. Jnme• !laity . 
Rev. H.J. llecclilf 
Collection ttt ~llltors' •n~ll Dttptist 

Chapel, Islington 
Pu.stor H. IC Kewpton 
Mr•. H~ybuuld 

£ s. d. 
1 0 0 
I I 0 
0 16 0 

1 17 6 
1 Q 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 6 

2 8 3 
1 1 0 
1 I) 0 

£ s. d. 
Collection at Claremout Ila.ptbt Chapd, 

Dolton, per Pa~tor C. Cvle ... 3 ..i; 
l\Ir. T. l\kdlev 2 0 

,veekly otteriogs at )let. T,lh. :-
Aug. 15 -.!~ 1! o 

~:) U l-'1 J 
., 29 3,) I, lJ 

Sept. 5 :.!S u 9 
1:, ~5 2 ~ 
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~ollcgc 
S:atement of Receipls f.-o,n .Ai,guat 15th to September 14th, 1897. 

!\frq_ E. J\araes 
H .. \le~. .. ... . .. 
B,,ulah Bartist Chapel, 

Heath, per Mrs. li&U.. 

£ •• d. I 0 6 0 
0 6 0 

6 3 6 

u For Christ's sake,'' per Hrs. C. H. £ e. d. 
Spurgeon ,., 0 & o 

£7 0 fl ---

~he ~tochmcll @rplurnage. 
State,nent of Receipts f.-o,n .A1tguat 16th to September 16th, 1897. 

Mr. P. Mackinnon 
lllr. A. H. Scotland 
:illis, M. E. Jenkins 
Mrs. A. Curt.is 
lllrs. Chas Walter 
lllr. C Ibbersoa 
Mrs. Bev~s ... 
.?tliss Coa ,.in 
!\Irs l\I. Smith 
Mr~. A . ..nd :rson 
ill.: Keith .. 
Mr. W. T. L 0 wis 

£ s. d. 
10. 0 0 
0 6 O 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

10 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
1 10 O 
0 5 0 
0 1 6 
3 O 0 

c~i'. s o o Ha.rrr . . .. 
St. John's Green 8urid'l.y-.:;;chool, 

cbPster, per M.r. R. \V1glt!y 
lllr. F. Flanders 
~fr. H. Bell .. . 
)lis~ E. Randell .. . 
:\1 r. J Sleigh 
l\lr~. Banbury ... . .. 
Postal order, Whitst1<ble 
)lr. F. G~ar 
S~mp,, L'rewe 
-"lr. 0 . .tle.rfoot 
:c-. M.P. ... -• . . .. 
Mr. denjamin Nicb.olson1 J.P .... 
Mr. W. \{mgms . .. .. . .. 
B, 1X l:l.t Or;1hana~e g.i.tes and office box 
Mr. H. Imousch .. ... 
Mii:-is Sadle1· and lliss N. Sadler 
TdbernaclP office box ... ... . .. 
Orphe.nage box at Tabern&cle g.:ites ... 
Mrs. M Collen ... 
W. J. H., Willesden ... . •• 
Postal order, West Bromwich ... 
Mrs. Wii.Uer ... 
Miss J. Pee.rce 
)h.os Ba,-tlett .. 
'.lir and )lrs. Cattell . .. -• 
A reader of The E,word and the Trowel 
P,1:!it.a.l order, .Bagld.D. 
Mrs. Read ... 
MrtS. J. French 
.H,,sut-ath •o 

Jllr,. <.:. Evans 
Mr. e.nd Mrs.Woolidge 
Mr. T. Peillly 
Mrs. H. Windmill 
J.B. C. ... ... ••• ... 
Lord a.nd Me,,srs. de Rothschild 
:llrs. P. J_ Mulvey ... 
_\lrs. P.. Wells 
Mi,~ Carveley . . . . . . . .• 
.\• r. C. Smithers, per Mr. Cockerell 
Mr. W. Baldock ... 
Mrs. E. Angu, ... . .. 
Collected Ly Miss L. Samuel 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 I 0 
0 7 6 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 3 0 
1 1 u 
I 0 0 
3 0 6 
1 0 (J 

0 10 0 
1 2 6 
0 3 0 
0 2 0 
0 11 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
II 0 0 
0 2 6 
6 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
I 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 8 
OU 0 
1 1 u 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 

"Bessie" ... . .. 
Wool wich Tabernacle B~day-scho~i; 

per lllr. J. Reeveo 
Mr. Neil MoVicar ... 
Mr. James Wilson ... . .. 
Collected by the M:i!!ses Crumpton 
Miss Chippend,le .. ... . .. 
Mr. J. G. Jones : .. 
Mr. W. T. e'rew ... ... ... 
Collected by Mr. E. J. Gorringe 
Thao kful, Dursley ... , .. 
Mr. E. Sparrow ... 
Mr. Ja.mes F,·ame ... 
Mr. J. Caine ... 
lllr. P. E. Cha.pm.in 
)lr. T. Heaton ... 
A country m nister 
M •. C. Hooper ... 
Miss A. Ma.ckereth 
1'[1"d. M Grahit.m .. 
J\(i->s~rs. Al~-<uuJ-!r a,1d ~\.'oori .. 
Mr. ll. Johnstone ... 
Mrs. I. Maden 
M ........... . 

Per 'Mrs. Ja.-rn'"'s W1the1'd :
Mr. Leonard S,tton 
Jlfr. J. H. Fuller ... 
Mr. Herbert Sutton 
.l\( r~. D Jane ... 
Mrs. Cox ••• 
Mrs. J. Davis 

A. W. F., Lla.nidloes ... 
Coll•cte I by Mra. Robertson 
Mr. L. llo,ner 
J. I. Ct1irns ... 
Mi-;s J. Jordan .•• . .. 

P.r Mrs. J. A. Bpurgeon:
Pa.rt of the Lord's tenth ... 
Mr. J. Ch.rk 

3 3 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6 

0 6 0 
l O 0 

G. D., Ashton-under-Lyne ... . .. 
Lymington Baptist Chapel, per Mr, T. 

Mtdley ... . .. 
Mr. W. D. Crowhurot ... 
Collected by Mro. Bennett 
Mr. J. Raddow ... ... • .. 

Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon :-
Miso C. Dumas ... ... 0 10 0 
Mr•. Mary Ewa.rt ... 1 1 0 

Sandwich, per Bankers ... ,., ... 
Orphan Boys' collecting cardo, per list 
Orpb.a.n Girl•' collecting cards, per Wit 

£ s. d. 
5 5 0 

2 10 O 
2 O 0 
0 10 O 
s n o 

61) 0 0 
6 0 0 
2 0 0 
I 12 3 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
U 10 0 
1 0 O 
0 1,) 6 
0 Ii 0 
0 7 6 
0 t 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 
o 10 0 
0 2 6 

8 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 6 6 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 8 

1 Ii 0 
0 2 6 

2 8 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 

1 11 0 
1 1 0 

62 11 0 
45 3 Ii 

£2S3 4 3 

(ll"pl1a1, Boys' Co/b.A;ting Cards :-ABhby, H., 8s.; AJln.A.tt, W. A., Ss; Baker, G. A., 7s; Broom, B., 
4e6d; Bux,J.,2s; B1<rton,<.:., 2s 6d; lllakeley, F., 10s6d; Bristow, B. 1 6sld; Boggis,A.H.,4s; 
butler, L , ls 9d; Balde1bt0n, L., ~s; Durrough, IJ., 6d; Bradstreet, H., 6s; Baggdley, J., l0a Bd; 
.Bu: ton A., h Bd; Butcher, F., 18s ::!d; Bt-auchamp, J ') ls 6d I Bu.rnard, P., Bs ld; Barnet, R., 3d; 
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Jlinghn.m, A. RA; Bradley, F., Oe lrl; BeRrd, D .. 9A 6d; ClapF1on, A., 2a 6d; Cooper, B., a~ 90; CrociR, 
W .. hi 10(1 i Coppin, G., 5s; Coppin, 0., 6rl; Cowley, C., I0s 2d; ColP, J. L., £1 14s; Crackn.,11, E., 
4R 6d; (;lmprrrnn, D., £1 h; ChalJiR P,., fid; f'hanner, B., 6~ Rd; Clllingwood, F., 12R; r;JA.rk, 8., 
1 .... 0rl; DaviR. 'f .. J1d; Davis, A., ls; Dawson, 8. ae; Do.vi-.i, W .. Ji:i. ~d; DaniPIR, M ., l:'J,...; Dor>l, R., 
£lip.; J>urrnnt,I1.,£11A; Dyke,W. 8., IR; DR.vie .... ,J., 9s; I~veritt. E L.,1~; Elkiri.,., 8.,,;f-42d; 
RdwarrlR, ,J.. 2s fid i Frf'nch, 8 .• 6e 11c1; FothP,Tgill, H., 'ls 6<1; Farrow. H., 2rt 2d; FieM, R E., J.'i:-i 3d.; 
Onodwin, \\T., 8a 4d: Garton F., 7s; Onllop. C., 8s 8d; Grundy. T, 9~ fid; JT:vid<i~k. B., £1 ls; 
Ilc~itt, Wm., 4H; Harris F., Fie 6d; Halsall, ,J ., t0s; Hunt, E , 9s 2d; Ha~elrlPn, Wm , 4"'1 ::, I; 
IIer1to.gc, W., 4s 3d; Hopwood, R., 8s fid; Hockley, F., f:i8; Hampton, ,J., ls; ,JohnA, ,J., llA f><l; 
Jones, 0., 3s 6d; ,Juhmmn, C., 1R 6d; Jonee. D., 2s ad; Kirby, M., 11" i Kirkpatrick, W., 11s fid; 
J{in17., F., ,1A fid; Kingshott, A., £1 ls; Ke.y, H .. 2s IOd; Latter, J., ~s; Laslett, A. A., 8A. fid; T~igh, 
A. as 2d; Levi. V., ':Is fld; Lee.k, A., lR 4d; Luca~, R., 1B 6d; L 0 e, L., 51=1 i Locke, 8., 9~; ,rartin, C., 
14s; Mathie.s, R., 4s; Madcler, F .. 6A. 4d; Mflnn, ,J.,£1 ls; McMechan, 0., ::Js::Jd; :\filJuran .. J .. £11~; 
l\lerE:dit.h J., 13s Rd; Newt.on. F., 4d: NonkP!!!, G., 5q; Newton, G., 10s; Newbery, ,J., .£1 1~; ~ewton, 
H.B. £1 ls4d; Nobhs, W. H ,£1 Is; NoblP.,A., l0~i Ollett, A., 9s; Prichard, D., ls; Pri=i:-.ton, V., 
tOs 6d; Price, G., 4s 6d; Pile, C., 4~; PfLge, ,J., t6s; Polley, J., ls; PPpler. L., Us fid; Platt, A., li:;i 6rl; 
Pearce, L., 7s; Pearce, T., 7s; Pottle, J .. 6s; PuUen, F. f!., le. 6d; Rawlinson, E., 5s; Rickwnod, 8, 
8:-i 7d; Redmiil, G., 10d; Robins, A., 12s; Ryland. A., <'Is Rd; Rogers. H., 9s; Rodwell, n, 10~ fid; 
~m.ith, W A., £1 ls; Shorten, B., 2s. 6d; Shurlev, E.W., 18s; fltark, C., 10s 6d; Shaw, Wm., ls 4d; 
S.:ankey1 P., 6e 6d; Steere, P., la 8d; Simmonds, G .. 10~; 8ims1 E, 2s 6d; 8tJ.t.nnarrt, W .. I0s; Swan, 
A., 12s: Smith, A., lie 8d; !iteward, P., £215s 6d; Slade, B., 14s Id; Amith, S .. 2a 1'd; Aheppard, G., 
2s 9d; Sheath. F., 6s: Saville, A., 2s Id; Saville, R., 2s Id; Taylor, W. A., 6s 5d; Trindn, G., 3s 6d; 
Terry. G., 6s tld; Tipper, A, 4s; Tan~lPy, H. 1 16s: Varney, A., Fis 6d. Voysey, E., 10s; Veat.~, 8., 
9s; Viney, P., 2s; Wakeline-, H .. )R; Willi11.ms1 T., as 6d; "\VitnPy, T., 10s 6d; Warmington. S., 
8s 2d; Warburton. C.1 ls; Wright, C., 8s; WhA.tmough, C., 7s 8d; Woorls, W., 5s 4rl; Willmore, H., 
ls5d; Wickens,G.,2N6dj Watson,,T.,£1; '\Vhitney, N., 17s; \Vilmott, J., 2s: Walker,T.,3s4d; 
Wallis, B •. 4s Id; Weston, H., 5s; Wright, lI. W., 5s; Wild, C. E., 17s; Williamson, A, 6a 3d; 
White, F., 4s; Warner, T., 2s; York, C., ls; Yerbury, H., 39. Total, £62 10s. 

Orphan Girls' Collecti•1g Cards:-AylinR", A., 6s; Ashbourne, E., 3s; AyrPs, E., 31; Barnes, A., 3a; 
Birch, A., 6s; Brooking, F .. 14s 6d; Benthall, B., ls 6d; Buhicrosan, U., ls 6d; Barton, E., 5e i 
Bishop, A., 5s 3d; Blundell, F., 3s 5d; Brinsdon, A., 4s 3d; Burroughes, E., 10s Sc!; Baker, G., 7s; 
Brookes, L., Se; Brown. L., 2s; CoTke, H .. 6s 3d; Cory, C .. 6s; Colquhoun, L .. 13 I td; Cobb, L., 5s; 
Church, D., 2s 6d; Court. A., 4s; Crispin, M. 1 12s: Civil, J., 10s 9d; Choat, R., £1 Is; Creese, 8., 
£1 Is; ~ollins, L., 6d; Coombs, E., ls 2d; Crawford, R., 10s; Court. B . 2s; Coombs, I .. 4s 2d; 
Cracknell, R . 4s 5d; Clutterhuck. A .. 4s; Cole, E., 6s6d; Clark, M., 5s; Day. N .. 2s 6d; Davidson, 
A., 2s 6<l; Dollittle. M., 6d ; Davies, G .. 6s 6d; Day, M., 2s 6d: Day, M., ls; Doult, R., 2s; Diion. 
C., 3s; DinPs. E., 18s: Dew, E., 10s; Durham, L., 6s; Dunslow, R .. ls; Ensom, E .. 6s 9d; Ebdon, 
M ,Bs 7d; Ellis, E .. Bs; Elliott . .A., 8s 3d; Fernley, 0., 2s 6d; Field, A., 3s; Fielding, B., 3s; 
Fleetwood, B., 3s: Frances, K., 2s 9d; Field, M., Is; Figgins, E., 5s; Friend. M .. £! ls: Green, F., 6s; 
Gil:ison. B.,Bs 8d; G11ter. E., 12s: Gelds.rt, C., 2s 6d; Gouyn, E .. 2s 9d; Gouyn. A., 2s 9d; Grove, C., 4s; 
Gee.ring, B .. 3s; Gree.-, L. 2s; Gwteen, E., .Ss; Hall, F., Ss; Hull. A, ls; Hobson, B., 3s; Hazelton, 
D., £1 ls; Harper, A., 1s 10d; Horwood, S., 3d; Holland, A., 2s; Hodson, F .. 2s 8d; Hussey, V., 3s Id; 
Hollins, L.. ls; King, E., 6s 3d; Knotts, A., 7s 8d; Kimber, R., 2s; L!l.Cey. M., 2s; Lamb, M. 1 6s 6d; 
Lamb, R., 5s 2d; L'l.wr~nce, C., 4s: Martin, N., 9s; McConO.ar.h, A., 6s Gd; Marjoram, E., ls 6d; 
Marlow, B., 4s; McCarty, L,. 8s Sd; Mason, M., 6s 7d; Munday, J., 3.s; Moorcraft, R, 2s 8d; 
Myers, K., 2s 2d; Mountifleld, G., Us 3d; Ms.yell, B., 2s ld; 11'1itcbell, K., 3s 4d : Mudge, M., 3s 6d ; 
Muge, B., 8s 7d; Milliiran, E., £1 ls; Marl!eet, E., 2s; Mott, B., 14s 10d; ~Iillett, M., 7s ,d; 
Nichols, M., 6s; Nutt. M., 6s 3d; Norrie, F., £1 ls; Page, M., 3s; Plumley, W., lSs; Platt, 0 .. ls 6d; 
Petty, V., ,'is; Peake, C., 4s; Puplet. :M., 9d; Page, E •. 2s 7d : Ruffel, A., 10'4; Reis, E., ls; Rogers, 
C., 2s 10d; Ross", L., t3s; Rose, E. N., 10s 7d; Robinson, E., 3s; Still, M., 3s 3d; Sadler. M., 2s; 
Ridders, L .. 4~; Smith, L., 4s fid : Spencer, G., sa; Benyard, E., 5s; Smith, C., 6s; Stickland, F.,, 
ls9d; Suffell,M.,2o9d; Spur~g,G.,2s; Smart,E.1 2s 7d; Sellars, C., 2s 3d; !'a.nds. :M .. ls; 
Scott, K., 6•; Saltmarsh, E., 6s 3d; Smith, A., 8s; Sanay. E., 2s 6d; Turner, L., 4s; Tutt. i\I., £1 Js; 
Tozer, W., £1 le; Upton. S., 6a 9d; Woolley, A., ls 7d; Weston. A., Is; Wicks, R .. ':Is; Witting, J., 
9s; Wiflin, R., 6s; Wetton, D,, 5s ld; Wetton, L .. 6s lid; Wallace, E., 2s; Williamson, R., 4a 7d; 
White,M.,6s; Winfleld,L.,8e6d; Wilson,A.,6s6d; Wilkins, E., 2s 4d: Woodward, M .. 1• 6d; 
William-. L., 16s; Walli8, E., 6a 3d; Weeks, M., 6s; Widde.son, M., 10s; Williams, L., 3s; Wontley, 
F., 6s, Total, .£46 3s 6d, . 

I.is! of p,-esen!s from .A.ugus! 1 ~th lo September 14•h, 1897 :-I'Rovrsr0!<S :-1 cwt. Nucoline, The 
Nucoline Company, Ltd.; 1 New Zea.land Sheep, Sir A. Seale Rasla.m; 224 lbs. Rice, Mr. J. L. Potier; 
2 sacks llonr, Mr. C. Wagstaff, 

Bo-rs' CLOTHIN0:-4 Garments, Miss A. Lefevre; 1 Boy's Jacket, Mrs. Reale; 30 Articles, Mrs. M. 
Graham. 

GrnLs' CLOTHING :-32 vard.:i Flannel, 50 ya'l'ds Print Cotton, 9S yards Dress Material, Mr . .J. Pente
low, sen.; 14 Articles, Miss M. Johnson; 7 Articles, Mrs. Goodwin; 10 Articles, Miss A. Lefevre; 
2 Jackets, Mrs. Reale; 12 Articles, Mrs. M. Graham. 

GENERAL :-1 load Firewood, Mr. Boxall; 1 Drawing-bo1k and a few Scraps, Mrs. M. Graham. 

arotportagc issodation. 
8tat~1nmt of Receipts f,·om .August 1-5th to September 14th, 1897. 

Dist1-ict Subscription, : -
Maldon, per Mr. A. G. Sadd ,., ... 
Rep ton and Swe.dlinoote, per lllr. E. S. 
Radleigh, per Mr. F, Durant ... . .. 

£ s. d. , 
7 10 0 Tewkesbury, per Pastor W. Davies ... 

20 0 O Wolverhampton, per Miss E. A. Tyler 
10 0 0 Chard, per Mr. Thomas Penny ... 

£ ._ d 
6 0 0 

11 6 0 
11 6 0 
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StrRtford - on- Avon, pl'r Ml'. 
~mA.llwoocl 

Hen•forr1, per 'Mr. ,,,n. Rilf',. 
E,·esham, per Mr. Wm. Ashley" 

0,-,,ernl F'm1d :-
Mr. J. Brown .. . 
Mr. Wm. Hiley .. . 

John 
£ •· d. 

8 lS 0 
11 5 0 
~ 16 0 

.£93 I!\ 0 

i. s. c1. 
0 10 0 

... 20 19 6 

Mr. John Marnhl\m 
l[re. Hamon 
Mr. Ja mes 81\tty ... 
Mrs. E. Rityhoulrl ... 
Mrs. H. Windmill ... 
B~~g the poor is 

~purgcon's Jund for 
lord's 

®cnernl 
ffitorh. 

Statement of Receipts ft·om .&ugust 16tli to September 14th, 1897. 

Mrs. Geale (U.S.A.) ... . .. 
Fo1· tra'A.Slations OJ sermm,a :

Mrs. Keevil ... 

£ s. d. 
10 5 4 

10 0 0 

£20 5 41 

£ •• d. 
2 2 O 
1 0 O 
5 0 O 
1 0 O 
0 10 O 

0 10 O 

£31 11 G 

~culah Japtist QIJrnµel, ~cdtill-on-Jea. 
Statement of fleceipts j,·om August 16tli to September 14th, 1897. 

£ s. d. 
Amount 'f)Tel"'iuusly acknowledged 
Mr. 8. I·riddy 
Mr G Lea . 
!.fi,s 8. C. Powell 

... 2,!C·S 16 7 
I O 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 

:Mr. J. T. bo,., ett ... ... 
A frieod. per":'\\·'" z,..alti.nd ~f'cretary of 

fipur~,_.,,n l.icworial :::'.'e1mon Society 
].Ii~s ~ • ,rton 
11.l!-· . .T ,ffory 
"!\fr?°'. Ew-,.1t ... ... . .. 
Jllrs. lliddleton. per Mrs. Ewart 
Frou.:. Leeds ... 
C. P .. a than~ offerin:? for ~pPcial mercies 
'' In mem.01 y of dear Per..:y '' ... 

50 0 0 

2 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
I O 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 

Mrs. Manning-ton ... ... . .. 
lloney order from King Williamstown 
Dr. van ~omeren ... . . . . .. • ... 

Per Pastor J. S. Hockey :-
Mr. A. Marsh,11 ./ ay, a thankoft'ering 

for 60 years of blessing, 1837-1697 ... 
Mr. Lemming 
Miss Brock... ... ... . .. 
In boxes at Beulah Baptist Chapel 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 

10 0 0 

3 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
2 6 0 

£?,190 I 1 

Also promised, £25. 

Re..-. J.B. Myers asks 1lB t.o acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of l0s. for the Agra Famine 
Fund, from "A friend, Aberdeen." 

Special _'ffotice.-Cont,·ibutions " For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Foreigll 
Tra;,slatiom- of C. H. Spurgeon"s Sermons, ar.d for Beulah Baptist Cliapel, Bexhill-on-Sert, 
should b, se11t to Mrs. C. H. l)purgeon, " Westwood," Beula!, Hilt, Upper ~Yarwood, 
London, 8.E. 

Donations for the Pastors' College, the Pastora' College Jlliaaionary Association, and the 
Colporta_qe A,sociation, sliould be addressed to the President, Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, 
e/o the Secretary, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, S.E. 

Co11t1·ibutions awl gifts in kind for Tlie Spurgeon Orphan Homes should he addressed to 
t/,,. P,-..ide;it, Paster J. A. Spu,·geon, c/o the Secretary, Stockwell Orphanage, Clap!,am 
Boad, Loudon, S. W. 

(¼qua and money orders slwuld be crossed, and made payable to tl,e President of the 
I1,.s/itutu,11 for which /1,.e donation is intended. Donors are earnestly requested to send tlieir 
fr,l/ ,iames and addresses with tltei,- gifts, and to write to the President if they do 11ot ,·eceive 
an acknou·lcdgme11I u:,lliin a week. 
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•• @;he ~ucstion Q9ah •• at " 'OOlcsttuood. •• 
0. H. SPURGEON'S IMPROMPTU ANSWERS TO STUDENTS' QUESTIO:S-S. 

( Continued from page 552.) 

TUDENT'S QUESTION.-What is the best u·a!J to read a 
book, so as to get the most good out of it Y 

MR. SPURGEON's ANSWER.-You must read very much 
as you find that you can. Probablr, no two persons read 
in exactly the same fashion. I£ rou are to derive much 

benefit from a book, you must bring much to it. Try to get a grip of 
-tO 
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the work as a whole ; read the preface and table of contents, that you 
may get a clear idea of the author's intent in writing it. Some books 
will pay for reading and re-reading almost indefinitely. I have 
certainly read Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progi·ess a hundred times. Above 
all books, brethren, mind that you read the Bible, so as to be familiar 
with its facts, and, best of all, to be thoroughly acquainted with its 
Author. 

Q.-SJ1ould novel-reading be indulged in by ministers? 

.A..-That depends upon what you mean by a novel. The Pilgrim's 
Progress and many of the best books we have are novels, in the sense 
that they are not actual records of £acts, though they are absolutely 
true to Christian experience. Then, again, there are such works as 
Sir Walter Scott's ; many of them are founded on fact, and are well 
worth reading as a picture of the people and places he so well 
describes, as well as for the style of his writing. Their worth lies 
largely in their historical truth. Some of Charles Dickens' works 
are worth reading, although he has given gross caricatures of the 
religious life of his times. The adventures of Mr. Pickwick are 
always amusing. Then there are the religious novels for children of 
the present day, such as Jessica's First Prayer, which I regard quite as 
a classic in its own special line. As for the general run of novels 
now being issued in such shoals, you will probably be wise to leave 
them alone ; few of them would be likely to do you any good, and 
many of them are morally tainted, or worse. 

* 
Q.- What would you specially advise us to read while we are in College ? 

.A..-While you are busily engaged at your studies, if you have any 
leisure, it might be profitably employed on something of a rather 
lighter character than the theological and classical works to which 
the most of your time must be devoted. What the particular line of 
reading should be, each man must decide for himself, according to 
the bent of his own mind. For this kind of mental relaxation,
that change of work which is as good as play,-! have, greatly to my 
own profiting, taken up various portions of Natural History, or the 
different sciences, such as Astronomy or Botany. I hav.e found 
many fresh illustrations while reading such works. I always like to 
have a few good biographies handy, so that I can turn to the record 
of what the Lord has enabled His servants to do in the past. 

• * * * 
Q.- What is your opinion of the tendency of the day to Christian 

Socialism 9 

.A..-I don't think much of it; in fact, I scarcely know what they 
mean by "Christian Socialism." I believe that, the more closely we 
follow the principles and practices of our Lord and His apostles, the 
more nearly shall we approximate to the ideal Christian state. The 
tendency of the Socialism of the present day is very dangerous to the 
whole fabric of society, and I am not sure that Christian Socialism 
will do much to cure that evil. 
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Q.-Should a church take any action with regard to a man who is in debt 
and w~o is imable to pay Ms creditors _? ' 

.Ll,-It must depend a good deal upon the circumstances of the caRe. 
There may be a sudden fall in prices in certain markets, and a man 
who was perfectly solvent may become bankrupt through no fault 
of his own; or he may be ruined by the wrong-doing of others. Let 
the minister see the person in question, and ascertain the cause of his 
indebtedness, and also find out if he is still living beyond his means; 
it may be that a little timely advice and assistance may save a good 
man from drifting on to the rocks. The apostolic rule specially 
applies to Christians, and Christian ministers, "Owe no man any
thing." I wish they would all conform to that rule; it would save 
them, and others, too, from much anxiety and trouble. 

$ 

(One of the former students of the Pastors' College has kindly 
supplied us with the above series of Questions and Answers under 
"The Question Oak" at "Westwood," on June 14th, 1889. We 
shall be very glad if other brethren can furnish us with similar 
records of those never-to-be-forgotten days, or of the catechisings of 
the beloved President by the students in the College class-room.-Ed.) 

~n. ~. I, Jpurgton's ffl!orh-room. 
"My groaning is not hid from Thee."-Psalm xx:xviii. 9. 

ONE of the strongest and sweetest consolations God gives to His sick 
and afflicted ones, is the assurance that He not only "knows their 

sorrows," and tenderly sympathizes with them in their griefs, but that 
the appointment of the trial proceeds from Him, and that its whole 
couxse and continuance are watched by Him with infinite love and 
care. As a physician keeps his finger on a suffering patient's 
pulse, that he may know just the limit to which pain may be safely 
endured, so doth oux God hold our right hand while we are passing 
through the furnaces of trial which lie on oux road to Heaven, that 
He may support us through them, and bring us forth in due time to 
praise Him for His comforting and sustaining grace. 

The text I have taken for my "Notes'' this month, came as a pre
cious cordial to my fainting spirit as I lately lay upon a bed of languish
ing. Awaking at a very early hour, one morning, during my recent 
illness, I found myself in an extremity of bodily pain and anguish. 
I tried to pray, but connected thought was an impossibility ; groans 
and tears were the only expression I could give to my suffering, and 
even these were subdued and hushed lest the sleeping· household should 
be disturbed. Then, some blessed, Heavenly ministrant whispered the 
sweet message to my soul, "Thy God knows all about thee, He sees thy 
grief, He hears thy groans, there is a telephoJM from thy lips to His heart, 
and every sigh is recorded there. No darkness, no distance, no 
dividing distress of any kind can separate from His constant care. 
He would spare thee every one of these sore pains, were it not that 
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He sees they are working for thee some ultimate blessing. Yield 
thyself abso~utelJ: to His will and appointment, and thou wilt find 
peace even m pam." 

So I p:raised Him with sighs, and in silence; and I felt that the 
tears which ran down my cheeks were all" put_ into His bottle," for 
He came very near to me, and ·' as one whom his mother comforteth " 
80 did He comfort me. He did not then remove my pain, but He ~o 
strengthened me to endme it, and to rest patiently in Him that I 
look back on those hours with joy, as a season of hallowed com~union 
with my God. 

To all the Lord's sorrowful and afflicted ones, whether their groans 
be on acc?unt of sin, or sickness, or insensibility of heart, I pray that 
my experience may be an encouragement. Do remember, dear friend, 
that the God you love, the Master you serve, is never indifferent to 
your grief, or unwilling to hear your cry. 

" He takes the meaning of our tears, 
The language of our groans." 

Dand said truly, "Thou hast considered my trouble," and David's 
God is your God, with the added blessedness of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ the Saviour, whose Divine compassion is as infinite as His 
power. In time of trouble, the soul is greatly helped by cherishing 
great thoughts of God; they are sure to induce great longings after 
Him, great faith in Him, and great love towards Him ; and thus, 
being filled with His fulness, we soar above and beyond all the 
earthly distractions and disturbances which surround us, and seek to 
cast us down. 

Pain, whether bodily, mental, or spiritual, is always unwelcome, 
and at first sight wears an aspect which alarms and discomforts us; 
but it is often an angel in disguise, and many a time we have found 
that, underneath its terrible exterior, there are hidden the tender 
smiles of God's love, the gentle discipline of His teaching, and the 
sweet pity of His marvellous forbearance. 

if. 

Very gratefully do I record the goodness of the Lord in restoring 
to me somewhat of my usual health and strength, and gladly shall I 
use them again in His service. I give Him thanks for enabling me to 
trust Him fully, even when His hand was smiting me ; but now that 
the same hand is turned to heal the wounds which His love saw were 
necessary, I bless Him with "a new song in my mouth." Oh, that 
He may always work His own will and pleasure in me, so that, in 
sickness or health, in grief or in gladness, in distress or delight, I may 
ever be able to say from my heart, " He hath done all things well " ! 

Most comforting letters have come to me during my illness. So 
many friends have shown their sympathy by telling of the joy and 
benefit they have derived from the little book, A CMillon of Bells, 
that my heart has had a full feast of satisfaction in this token of 
blessing from the Lord. I hear that the first edition of 3,000 is 
exhausted, and that a second is now published. This was such good 
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news to me that it must have helped to make me better. Will my 
dear readers remember the little volume as a suitable gift for the 
coming Christmas, so that I may rejoice in the prompt circulation of 
the new edition ? I had it in my mind to bring out a companion 
volume this year, but I am so much engaged on the other and more 
important work of my beloved's Autobiography, that my own small 
book must wait awhile. It will make its appearance at the right 
time, I hope, and be received as graciously as was its predecessor . 

.,,. .,,. .,,. 

I have very bad news to tell about my Book Fund. I can hardly 
realize the fact myself; but it is a fact that its resources are utterly 
exhausted, and that, unless the Lord soon sends me some more money, 
I shall have to refuse the applications for books which still come 
flowing in from poor ministers. I cannot think that He would have 
me give up this work for His needy servants ; yet, if He withholds the 
means, I cannot carry it on. 

If I had not the financial responsibility of Bexhill Chapel resting 
on me, I could meet this unexpected deficiency with ease and pleasure, 
for all that I have is the Lord's, and He knows I desire to use all His 
gifts to His glory. But the Book Fund needs constant inflowings, 
since its outgoings are large and generous ; and I am not in a position 
to compass both these objects, in addition to the many other claims 
which are constantly clamouring for attention and assistance. 

You see, dear friends, my experience has been like that described 
by an old writer,-

" The Christian man is seldom long at ease, 
When one trouble's gone, another doth him seize; ;,_ 

only I feel so sure that the Lord will deliver me from this " strait 
place", that I will not let myself be troubled about it. I have taken 
my seat in "Expectation Corner," and am quietly waiting for the 
waggon-loads of supplies which must be already on the road, only I 
am continually presenting the petition, "Dear Lord, send quickly, 
and cheer Thy waiting servant's heart ! " 

The following letter, received. to-day, is but one of scores of 
similarly thankful epistles. How could I bear to discontinue gifts 
which are so necessary and so important to a poor minister of Jesus 
Christ? My correspondent says:-

" Dear Mrs. Spurgeon,-How can I express my thanks to you for 
the magnificent gift of books to hand to-day? On bended knee have 
I blessed the Lord for His love and kindness through you. My heart 
is full, and it fails to express its thankfulness. My most sanguine 
dreams were surpassed when the valuable parcel of books was unpacked 
and spread out before me. My desire is that the prayer, expressed in 
your little note of tender sympathy, may be abundantly answered. At 
our week-night meeting, we are studying the Psalms, so you will 
understand how highly I appreciate the gift of The Treasury,- that 
invaluable help, and one long wished for! Again I beg you to accept 
my best thanks for every book sent. Suffer me also to express the 
hope that the Lord Himself may reward you abundantly for thus 
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equipping another of His ambassadors for such important work. His 
grace be with you,-is the earnest prayer of-

" Yours gratefully, -." 
*- • • • 

The work at Bexhill, so very dear to my heart, is still receiving the 
blessing of the Lord. The pastor preaches the gospel in its fulness 
and freeness,-a full Christ for empty sinners,-peace and pardon 
through the precious blood; and where Christ is thus lifted up souls 
are drawn to Him, and Heaven and earth are glad. ' 

It is arranged that the large Chapel shall progress slowly through 
the winter months. "Safe and sound," is to be the builder's aim 
so that there may be no future "settlements." If he gets the roof 
on before bad weather comes, that will be quite satisfactory. I find 
it will cost fully four thousand pounds, so solid and substantial and 
beautiful will it be ;-a worthy memorial of" the prince of preachers," 
and an offering from grateful hearts to the King of kings for His 
worship and service for ever. A glance at the list of contributions 
acknowledged in this month's Magazine will show that up to 
October 14, I had received £2,238 18s. 7d. towards the £4,000 
required. 

A delightful testimony to the usefulness and worth of this dear old 
Magazine comes just in time to furnish me with a concluding" Note" 
for this month, and I give it place with much joy. A missionary in 
New Zealand says : -" I thank you heartily for your kindness in 
sending me so regularly the Sword and Trowel, with its hallowed 
reminiscences, and its very helpful articles. They are so rich in 
Christly teaching, so deeply interesting with their varied record of 
faithful testimony, arduous service, blessed success, and abounding 
joy, that I always hail their coming with a thrill of satisfaction. 
Among the many great things for God and man which dear Mr. 
Spurgeon did, not the least was the establishing of The Sword and the 
Trou:el. After reading the copies you give me, I send them on, 
hundreds of miles, to one and another, getting them sent on still 
further, where isolated lovers of truth are scattered, with few facili
ties of worship, reading, or Christian intercourse. But, to me, the 
crowning wonder is, the constant stream of those inspiring and soul
sa,ing Sermons which flows on so aboundingly to bless men, and 
lead them to Christ, so long after the sweet voice which preached 
them hath passed into silence,-so far as earth is concerned. Verily, 
' his works do follow him ' ! " 

s. s. 

~ @rowing lalltlujuh ! 
HY JOSEPH W. HARRALD. 

' '

..,..HILE staying, recently, at Bexhill-on-Sea, a friend (both in 
name and in nature) said to me, " I should like to take you 

over to Gardner Street, to see a house that has PRAISE THE LORD 
growing on the front of it." Accordingly, accompanied by the good 
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pastor of Boulah Baptist Chapel, and some of his flock, I enjoyed a 
delightful drive through that very picturesque part of Sussex, until 
we reached Gardner Street, Hurstmonceux, and there saw the farm
house, which a friend of Mr. Hockey's afterwards kindly photographed 
for the benefit of our readers. 

It appears that a former occupant of the house trained the creeper 
into the shape it still retains, as a testimony of his gratitude to God 
for the many mercies bestowed upon him, and, possibly, also as an 
incentive to all passers-by to " praise the Lord " for His goodness to 
them. At all events, it seemed to us, as we gazed upon this GROWING 

HALLELUJAH, that it must have a double meaning,-first, as an 
exclamation of thanksgiving on the part of those who planted, and those 
who still care for it; and, secondly, as an i"nvitati"on to others to join 
in the continual ascription of praise to the Most High. 

Certainly, all who have lived in the house that possesses this 
unusual external adornment, and all who have seen i_t, have had cause 
to praise the Lord; while those of them who are the subjects of His 
saving grace, will have reason, throughout eternity, to laud and 
magnify His holy Name. The writer of the hundred-and-seventh 
Psalm four times repeats the refrain, " Oh, that men would praise 
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the 
children of men ! " Yet he begins, " Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy." 
Whoever omits or refuses to praise the Lord, His redeemed ones must 
bless Him even here, as they will do for ever and ever.-From 
Spurgeon' s Illustrated Almanack for 1898. 



.. ®ur ®um ~en" and their 'Olalorh. 
XLYII.-PASTOR B. J. GIBBON, OF BLOOMSBURY CHAPEL, LONDON. 

Christian 
beautiful 
!ipent. 

HAD this sketch been written 
a few weeks ago, it would 

have been headed, "PASTOR B 
J. GrnBoN, of East Street Baptist 
Chapel, Southampton," for it was 
only on October 3rd that our 
friend commenced his ministry 
in the well-known and historic 
chapel at Bloomsbury, in succes
sion to the Rev. James Baillie, 
now of Cardiff. 

Mr. Gibbon was born in Ply
mouth, on June 20th, 1871. He 
is of pure Welsh descent, and is 
a worthy son of most worthy 

parents. It was, however, in the Isle of Wight, that 
garden of England, that Mr. Gibbon's early life was 

Like many others, our brother cannot tell when he was brought to 
a saving knowledge of the truth, although he distinctly remembers a 
time of great misery, followed slowly and gradually by the light. 
This was when he was about eleven ; and at the age of twelve, on the 
last Sabbath in 1883, he was baptized at Castlehold Baptist Chapel, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, by Pastor William Glanville, who had 
previously been a student in the Pastors' College. Home influences, 
and the manifest earnestness rather than the clear instruction of a 
Sunday-school teacher, helped, under God, in leading our brother 
thus early to decide for Christ, confess Him in baptism, and joiu 
the visible church. 

In 1885, the family removed to Sandown, and were transferred to 
the Baptist cause there, our friend shortly afterwards preaching his 
first sermon in a primitive village in the Parkhurst Forest, when he 
was only fifteen years of age. For some time, he was Sunday-school 
superintendent at Sandown; and when Pastor E. H. Brown, now of 
Twickenham, settled there, he was already a useful local preacher. 
Of Mr. Gibbon, at this period, Mr. Brown says:-" When I went to 
the Baptist Chapel, Sandown, in December, I 887, he, though but 
six.teen years of age, was a member of the church, and devoting his 
Sundays as a local preacher in the villages all over the island, generally 
travelling to them on his high bicycle. Whenever I went out preac~
ing in the island, in all parts I heard him spoken of as one of th01r 
most acceptable supplies." 

Evidently called of God to the work of the Christian ministry, 
application was made for admission to the Pastors' College, a°:d 
in 1889 Mr. Gibbon left the Isle of Wight to enter upon ~1s 
training at "Our Alma Mater." His parents and sisters ,ue ~till 
members of the Sandown Baptist Church, his worthy father bemg 
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deacon and treasurer. 'fhe College career nearly came to a tragic encl 
on the opening day, by an accidental blow on the forehead from a 
badly-aimed quoit at "Westwood." Our brother has since then 
learned a better way of getting hard facts into his head, and the blow 
certainly has not impaired his memory, which is singularly good. 

Mr. Gibbon was a diligent student; for some time during his two
and-a-half years' course he was one of the apostolic brethren, and for the 
last year he was students' secretary. In this capacity he wrote, on beb al£ 
of the men, a letter of sympathy to our late President just before his 
last departure for Mentone, receiving in reply a cordial message in Mr. 
Spurgeon's own handwriting, which proved to be the last that our 
beloved Leader ever wrote to his students. The letter will appear in 
full in Mr. Spurgeon's Autobiography. 

Shortly after our brother entered College, his pastor, Rev. E. H. 
Brown, returned to his former charge at Twickenham, and having 
two chapels to supply, he frequently had the co-operation of Mr. 
Gibbon, whose preaching was greatly appreciated by both congre
gations, as also at Teddington, where the church was then without a 
pastor. This church, together with three others, approached him with 
a view to the pastorate, but of these, the claims of the East Street 
Baptist Church, Southampton, proved to be the strongest, and there he 
settled in January, 1892, when still six months on the youthful side of 
twenty-one. 

Our good friend's ministry in "the Liverpool of the South" hn.s 
thus extended to five years and t,hree-quarters, during which time a 
good and prosperous work has been c1trried on. He came to the cause 
when it was by no moans strong, and when the drift of the resident 
population to the suburbs made the work growingly difficult. God's 
blessing, however, rested on the young pastor. During his ministry 
in Southampton, 174 h1tve been added to the church-roll, about half 
being by baptism, and half by transfer. The membership to-day is 
205, n.s against 101 in 1892; the organization and usefulness of the 
church have correspondingly developed, and considern.ble improve
ments in the church-buildings have been c1trried out. 

Recognizing from the very first the importance of the glorious mission 
of preaching the gospel, Mr. Gibbon diligently and resolutely applied 
himself to study, and concentrn.ted his strength on pulpit work. In this 
he hn.s been singularly successful, for ho hn.s hn.d the joy of gn.thoring 
round him a growing and n.pprociativo audience, and has been cheered 
in knowing that his testimony has been Divinely owned to the salva
tion of sinners, and to the up building and comforting of God's people. 
In preaching, Mr. Gibbon's manner is somewhat deliberate, although, 
as he proceeds, the presence of the Welsh fire is clearly discernible, 
and the eloquence of the heart gives force to his sermons, which are 
delivered without any reference to notes or manuscript. Simplicity, 
directness, and earnestness, are three marked feature~ of his preach
ing and platform speaking. 

Mr. Gibbon early won the respect and love of his people, and this 
was maintained, or rather increased throughout his ministry, and was 
evidenced in a most striking way at his recent farewell meeting, when 
hearty and unanimous testimony was borne to his high Christian 
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character, and to the good work which, in God's hands, he had been 
enablC'd to accomplish. 

One of the first thing·s our brother did in settling at Southampton 
w1ts to form a Y.P.S.C.E.,-the first in the town,-and since then he 
has introduced the Society into many other churches. At the beginning 
of this year, a Junior Society was organized, and the Endeavourers at 
East Street now number 120. These Societies have proved a means of 
great blessing, and, through them, the Pastor's usefulness among the 
young people has been considerably increased. Another branch of 
service more recently formed is the P.S.A. This important work was 
born in prayer, and has amply justified its existence. The member
ship_ num_ber~ about 400 men; and an average attendance of nearly 
300 1s mamtamed. -

With Mr. Gibbon's departure to London, the Southampton Evan
gelical Nonconformist Council loses its President. This fact suffi
ciently suggests that he is a strong Free Churchman ; and such are 
needed to-day, for, to quote our brother's own words:-" The root of 
the whole matter, and the bottom of our objection to both Anglicanism 
and Romanism is, that each is an organized attempt, more elaborate 
in one case than the other, but increasingly so in the other, to sub
stitute the Church for Jesus Christ. 'A man's foes' prophesied the 
Sanour, ' shall be they of his own household.' Alas ! He Himself 
has most startlingly verified the prediction. His Church, His Bride, 
is put in His own place. But we will not consent to it; no, not for 
an hour. The sacred word Church has no power to move us, when it 
is used in the place of the more sacred word Christ. That word thrills 
us to the centre, and moves our hearts to love, and our eyes to tears. 
Take away your Church, and give us Christ! He is 'the Chiefest 
among ten thousand,' and 'the Altogether Lovely.' 

" 'Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want; 
More than all in Thee I find.' 

"Christ first, the Church next,-that is such a conception of the Church 
as is not inconsistent with the Master's pre-eminence ;-such is the 
true order." 

As a preacher in neighbouring pulpits, and as a speaker on the 
public platform, Mr. Gibbon is always acceptable, and many a cause 
in Hampshire has felt the inspiration of his kindly presence and 
bracing words. , . 

An interesting sequel to the Newport days occurred la_st spnng, 
when the annual meetings of the Southern Baptist Association were 
held there, and Mr. Gibbon preached the Association sermon in the 
chapel where he was baptized. A message of real help' was given, 
aud as the congregation was dispersing, one of the church-officers 
remarked enthusiastically to a visitor, "What do you think of that 
from one of our own boys? " 

For some time, in addition to his many other duties, the pastor of 
East Street edited a magazine for circulation especially among his own 
peuple. To this he gave the title o~ Rays of Light, and from i~s pag~s 
the true light shone. One quotat10n from a sermon on baptism will 
'3how that our brother has not been led astray by the vague and 
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erroneous teaching concerning our distinctive principles which is so 
common nowadays:-" This ordinance belongs to the Christian alone. 
It is a common mistake to suppose that baptism marks a birth. A 
child is born into the world; let him be baptized ! Nay; it is the 
mark of the new birth. A Christian man, some time ago, came across 
an old black-letter Bible, published in the year 1579, and found on 
the fly-leaf this quaint inscription:-' I, Samson Larke, was born the 
20 and sprinkled the 27 day of August, 1620. I was new-borne in the 
year of our Lord 1640, and Baptized upon the profession of my 
faith in Christ in the year I 646, and 12 mo. of that yeere.' That man 
had read the Scriptures. He knew that the rite he underwent as a 
seven-days' infant was not Christian Baptism, and so, after being 
'new-born,' as he terms it, he went through another ordinance. That 
marked the fact of his entrance upon a new life. That was baptism. 
according to the New Testament. . . . Brethren, I do not speak 
for the mere sake of denouncing another theory. I speak from pro
found conviction when I say that the system which subjects a man in 
his infancy to a rite called baptism, and teaches him ever· afterwards 
that he was then made ' a child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of Heaven,' is productive of enormous evil. The Book 
teaches us that we are 'the children of God by faith in Christ Je.su.s .' 
That is the only way.'' 

Two years ago, Mr. Gibbon was married to a daughter of the Rev. 
J. P. Williams, of Elm Grove Baptist Church, Southsea. Mrs. Gibbon 
has been a true helpmeet to her husband. She has taken the oversight 
of the Junior Christian Endeavour, acted as Secretary for the South
ampton Auxiliary of tile Baptist Zenana Missionary Society, and in 
many other ways proved herself to be a consecrated and gifted 
Christian worker, specially fitted for the important sphere she has 
now to fill. 

The call which recently came from Bloomsbury occasioned much 
heart-searching. Mr. Gibbon and his people were working happily 
and prosperously in Southampton ; they were very loth to part with 
him, and the responsibilities of so great a work as that at Blooms
bury made him hesitate; yet the hand of God was discerned, and 
eventually both pastor and people at East Street accepted the call as 
from above. 

The ministry in the South has therefore closed, though its influence 
will long abide ; and amidst many cheering signs the new Pastor of 
Bloomsbury Chapel has commenced his work. Our brother has a 
message. He has proved its power; and, in simple dependence on the 
God of his fathers, he has gone to the great city to preach the grand 
old story of Jesus, once crucified, and now alive for evermore. To 
spend and be spent for Christ, is his supreme aim; and prayer is 
earnestly sought on his behalf that, amidst the stress and strain of 
London life, he may be upheld by the arms of the mighty God of 
Jacob, and be enabled so to live and preach Christ that many shall, 
through his ministry, be turned unto righteousness. God bless 
Bloomsbury, and our beloved brother who is now the Pastor of the 
Church there ! 

E. R. PULLEN. 
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BY THOMAS SPURGEON, 

"THE HEAVENLY VISION." 

(SERMON PREACHED AT THE CLOSE OF THE TENTIT CONFERENCE OF THE 
PASTORS' COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, MAY 7TH, 1897). 

"And the LORD answered me, and said, Write tlte vision, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readetli it."-Habakkuk ii. 2. 

A FTER preac~1ing: in a certain place, ~ome years ago, I was accosted 
.... '1 by a candid friend, who asked me 1f I knew what a mistake I had 
made during the service. I answered, "I do not know to which one 
you refer." Re thereupon informed me that I had been guilty of 
misquoting the Word of God; and I confess that I felt sad at heart 
that I should haYe, even unwittingly, fallen into so grave an error. 
'· Tell me my mistake," said I. He answered, "You were quoting, I 
think in your prayer, that verse in which we are instructed that the 
,ision should be so plainly written that he that runs may read it." 
" Did I ? " said I. " Yes," he replied. "Well, then," I answered, " we 
had better look the passage up." I found that he had not a Bible with 
him ;-that was a bad sign,-and when I handed him mine, he did not 
know where to find the quotation. So I helped him out of his 
difficulty, and turned to the Book from which we have read; but, 
having found the place, I passed the Bible back to him, and he read 
in my hearing, "Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that 
he may run that readeth it." " Why ! " he said, "you were right, 
after all" "I am glad to hear that," I answered, and then I thought 
I would iniprove the occasion by trying to impress upon his mind the 
text, as it really reads and runs, by asking him if he had never heard 
the story of the man who, approaching the house of his friend, was 
surprised to see for the first time written up in somewhat large 
characters the warning notice,-BEWARE OF THE DoG ! Said he to his 
friend, "I suppose you have written it so plainly that he that runs 
may read." "No," answered the friend, "I have not; I have written 
it so plainly that he that reads may run.'' 

So you see, brethren, that this is one of the misquoted texts of 
Scripture, and I need hardly add that, being misquoted, it is by no 
means iniproved. God's Word, like everything else that God has 
made, is best left as it is. Let us quote with absolute correctness if 
that be possible, and let us love the very letter of the Word just as God 
has given it to us. 

In the verse before us, we have writing, . . . ._ reading, . . . . 
;-unmng. That is the proper order; but before any one of these must 
come watching, for just as certainly as men cannot read what we have 
not written, so certainly we cannot write what we have not heard, and 
seen, and felt. 

I. First, then, as to the WATCHING : " I will stand upon my watch, 
and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will say 
UI1to me." 
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God' 8 'l'evelation comeB onl'IJ to those who are on the look out for it. f-lome 
there are who go through this beautiful world without eye~, or at !,mat 
with the eyes they have either quite closed, or half shut. "The wise 
man's eyes are in his head; " but the eyes of the spiritual man are in his 
heart. He perceives all things that God in grace unfolds to him. 
You will not know God's will unless you want to; you will not hear 
God's voice unless you sit silent before Him. You must get into the 
right place, you must go up into the observatory, and look through 
the telescope if you are to see God's shining spheres. With unveiled 
£ace, we must look on Him who shows Himself to believers. \Ve 
must get into the right attitude to know the things of God, and we 
must get up to the right altitude as well ; we must stand upon our 
watch-tower before we even dream of writing what we expect the 
people to read. 

There may be long delay before the vision is vouchsafed. Therefore, '' I 
will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower." I will climb 
its stairs, prepared to wait for the tarrying vision. It is well worth 
waiting for. At a political meeting, some have taken their seats six 
hours before the proceedings were advertised to commence, and 
have counted it well worth the waiting if Mr. Gladstone was going to 
speak. How long, think you, will some be seated before the Queen's 
Jubilee procession goes by? But they will feel well repaid if they 
get so much as a look at Her Gracious Majesty, and if she nods at 
them as she passes,-and many persons believe that royalty does 
smile specially on them as it goes by,-they will readily forget the 
weary waiting hours. If some people are prepared to sit around a 
table in the dark for hours together for supposed spirits to rap out 
their nonsense, shall not we gladly wait until the Lord lifts all veils, 
and makes that plain which is mysterious, and causes the darkness to 
burst into the full-orbed vision of the Holy One ? 

Yet, though we are content to wait patiently the Lord's time, we 
wait wi'th holy expectancy and with a definde purpose : '' l will watch to 
see what He will say unto me.'' It is the man who thus expects to 
hear God's voice, and to see what He is prepared to reveal, who 
presently exclaims, "And the Lord answered me." Yes, the Lord 
will in due time reply to those who thus reverently and believingly 
seek His face. 

Why is the prophet so eager about this matter? I think, because 
he is anxious to be speaking to the people, and communicating with 
those for whom he has been set as a watchman. "I will look forth 
to see what He will say unto me, ''-the marginal reading of the 
Revised Version is, "I will look forth to see what He will say by me.'' 
What He says unto us is that which He would say by us; we have 
to pass the message on to others. That is why our eyes are to be 
opened at their widest, that is why our hearts must be expanded to 
their utmost, that we may be able to receive what the Lord means to 
reveal to others by us. 0 brethren, the vision must be seen before it can 
be shown! John the Baptist, seeing Jesus, said, "Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the wo:,ld." The women who bore 
the glad tidings of His rising from the dead, exclaimed, "We have 
seen the Lord; " and we preach that which we have seen, and felt, and 
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handled, of the good Word of life. Oh, that, like the beloved 
disciple, we may hear a voice from Heaven saying, "Write,'' for we 
are God's amanuenses, and write at His dictation! Oh, how neccs
sarJ· it is to see His face before we attempt to describe it! We shall 
find it hard enough to tell of His loveliness and grace even when we 
have feasted eyes and heart on Him for many a year, for 

"Living tongues a.re dumb e.t best, 
We must die to speak of Christ." 

Alas ! for those who try to speak of Him without having first beheld 
Him ! Alas ! for those who think to preach the gospel who have not 
first perceived it, and received it, and believed it ! 

And, brethren, we must wait until the vision is completed. God some
times gives us dissolving views, and we must not imagine, when the 
scene grows blurred and dim, that all He has to show us is past and 
gone. "\Vait a little longer, till this view merges into the next, and the 
dimness of the last one brightens into the new beauty of the later 
revelation. Look ye steadfastly even upon that part of the vision which 
dazzles and perhaps pains your eyes. Never dream of turning a blind 
eye towards any part of the Word of God ; but look out from Genesis 
to Revelation to hear what God the Lord will speak. Brethren, are we 
watching? "What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch." Surely, 
those days are already upon us of which the prophet Joel spake, " Your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions," if we 
will only climb the watch-tower, and look away to Jesus. 

II. Secondly, WRITING, for we are to " write the vision." 
May I take this word very literally, for I am not quite sure that we, 

as ministers, have fully realized yet that we can wield a deal of in
fluence by our correspondence? Oh, that in every letter we write there 
might be some word for Jesus, some sweet reference to our Master! 
The correspondence of Christian people needs revision. Not long ago, 
I received a letter in a rather bulky envelope, for there were several 
enclosures, the remarkable part of the matter being that, on the outside 
of the envelope were written these words, " There is nothing of value 
inside this envelope." Not many of my correspondents are as frank as 
that; but I am afraid that some of our own letters might be thus in
scribed. 0 brethren, see that something of real value, something that 
is likely to do good because it is itself good, is enclosed in every letter 
that goes to the post from you! I have bung above my study table, 
where I write my letters, this addition to Miss Havergal's beautiful 
consecration bymn,-

Take my pen, and let it send 
A word in season to a friend. 

But it i;, conceming preaching that I am specially to speak. With 
the psalmist, each one of us would fain say," My tongue is the pen of 
a ready writer." What, then, are we to write,-or rather, to speak? 
.. What is to be our subject? "Write the vii;ion." That, and nothing 
more; that, and nothing less. God's revelation as we have seen it with 
eyes opened by the touch of the Holy Ghost ;-not our impressions 
merely, (;ertainly not our surmisings ;-but, as far as it is possible to 
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mortal men, the thing itself, the word and will and view and vision of 
Almighty God. 

And it is best to write it as soon as possible after we have seen it. 
Many of the thoughts we have at midnight are gone ere daybreak ; it 
may be as well that some of them have sped so swiftly past, but others 
of them might well have been put down even at the midnight hour for 
preservation and future use. Dear brethren, see Christ before you 
preach Christ ; and, as soon as you have seen Him, preach Him. Do 
not wait for the Sabbath service, but to the next person whom you 
meet-a congregation of one was enough for Jesus !-tell of what the 
Lord has said and shown to you. 

The subject, as I have said, must be the vision, and it must be a8 
accurate as may be. You have, doubtless, looked upon the table of 
the camera obscura. By means of cleverly-arranged reflectors, there is 
cast upon that shining tablet a panorama of the outside world. Here 
are the people walking and talking, and there the carriages driving past 
upon the highway; the very leaves of the trees are seen :fluttering in 
the wind; it is an exact representation of what is going on outside. And 
we, God helping us, are to be as mirrors reflecting from our faces, 
words, and lives, God's way, God's word, God's will. Oh, let us 
keep the glass clean, brethren, lest the vision be distorted or 
obscured! 

Do not withhold any word of warning from the people. Descant 
often and solemnly upon man's sin, and all that it involves. You who, 
when you came to Jesus, "told Him all the truth" about your
selves, tell to those who hear you all the truth about themselves, 
that they may in their turn tell it to Christ. Happy is the minister 
who, ere he comes to die, can say, "I have not shunned to declare all 
the counsel of God." If I mistake not, that term is in reality a nautical 
one, and the apostle means by it, "I have not altered my course." 
Oh, how often we are tempted so to do, to steer at least half a point 
from the course that the Lord has set ! One enters the congregation 
whom we did not expect ;-ah! but we must not alter our course for 
him, or anyone else. Circumstances have arisen which will make it 
very unpleasant for us if we do not shape our course accordingly ; 
but we must not, brethren. 

I knew of the captain of a vessel who, in the days of strikes 
amongst seamen, had oftentimes to take a scratch crew on board 
his ship, and he could not trust them as he might have done more 
thoroughly trained men. He had been accustomed to say to the 
quartermaster, when he went below, "Steer such-and-such a course," 
and he could rely upon him to remember and to obey his order; but 
with his scratch crew he had to be much more precise. He had a 
board made which, to an ordinary observer, looked something like a 
clock, and, ere he went down to snatch a few minutes' rest, he turned 
the index hand to the exact point of the compass-for it was marked 
like a compass-that he would have the novice to steer; and, lest any
one should tamper with it, he had it so arranged that he could fasten 
it, and lock it, and put the key into his own pocket. Even then, I am 
not sure that the course was always steered with absolute accuracy. 
Oh, that the Lord may so instruct us, and our hearts be so obedient, 
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that we shall speak H~s word as He has spoken ~t, not venturing to 
keep back any part of 1t, or to alter so much as a smg-le letter of it ! 

Surely, brethren,. we shall nernr dream of withholding any paTt of 
the good news wluch we learned from our Lord. We will tell the 
people of God's love, for we have had a vision of it. "\Ve will tell 
them that-

" 'Twas not to make J ehovah's love 
Towards the sinner flame, 

That Jesus, from His throne above, 
A suffering man became. 

" 'Twas not the death which He endured, 
Nor all the pangs He bore, 

That God's eternal love procured, 
For God was love before." 

We will tell them a bout Christ's sacrifice, though the carnal nature 
may say that our sermons "smell of the shambles,'' as has been 
objected ere now. We will tell them of the new birth,-not only that 
they must be born again, but that they can be born again, thanks to 
the blessed influence of the regenerating Spirit. We will tell them 
of the life of victory thro~gh faith in Jesus Christ, and of the glory 
that shall follow. We will try to show them every ray of the vision 
that we ha,e ourselves beheld, and if we can reproduce the vivid 
colours in which we first saw it, most gladly will we do so. 

But, brethren, we must be sure not to speak beyond our own 
experience. Apart from the sin of so doing, I would point out to 
you the uselessness of so doing. I can conceive no greater waste of 
time and effort than to tell the people what we have not ourselves 
experienced. It will fall flat, you may be sure. Even men of the 
world will perceive how far you have gone in the matter. He who 
exhibits a panorama, and explains the pictures, must have seen the 
plac,es that the pictures represent ; • else, indeed, his story will be a 
very lame and limping one. A man once told me that a whale had 
just been seen spouting quite close to the vessel on which we were, 
and he began to give me a description of it. Something he said 
rather aroused my suspicions, for I had seen a whale spouting before 
that, so I asked him if he saw the creature. " No,'' he answered, 
"I did not see it myself, but I saw a man that did." We shall be 
caught tripping if we only tell what others say that they had seen, and 
our congregations will find us out. Ah ! but that does not matter so 
muc,h as that God has already found us out if we only tell what we 
have read, and do not stick to what we have ourselves .experienced. 

( To be concluded next month.) 

W~c W:htrmopJlfa o1f ~hristtndom. 
WE must always maintain the dignity of the pulpit. I hold that it 

is the Thermopylw of Christendom; it is here the battle must 
be fought between right and wrong ;-not so much with the pen
valuable as that is as an assistant,-as with the living voice of godly 
men contending earnestly for the faith once for all deiivered unto the 
saints.-C. H. S. 



BY MRS. C, H. SPURGEON, 

AT the foot of a great rock, which jutted far out into the deep water, 
there lived a sea anemone ; a £rail, defenceless creature, with no 

power to fight or fly, or even to search £or its necessary food. Its life 
was spent in clinging to the steadfast rock, and waiting for the in
coming of the tide which brought its daily sustenance. "You poor 
miserable thing," said a gay Nautilus to it, one day, "I would not be 
in your place for anything ; do you know that I can rise to the surface 
of the ocean, and spread my little sail in the sunshine, while the 
breezes waft me gently from wave to wave ; or I can propel my boat 
of pearl by my own unaided efforts, and then, when weary, I can sink 
softly down to the peaceful pastures and grottoes of the sea-bed? I 
do pity you, having to stick always on that bare, slimy old rock." 

"I am very contented, and very happy," said the Actinia, "it is my 
only way of living, and I would not exchange it for so restless an 
existence as yours ; " and when her frivolous friend was gone,. she 
sang a little song of gratitude and joy £or that life which the other so 
much despised. 

"l LIVE BY CLINGING,"-

this was the burden of her song,-" clinging and waiting. With all the 
power God has given me, I cling to this great rock; and while I thus 
cling, its whole strength is mine, and the surgings of the waters around 
me do but fasten me the more firmly to my resting-place. I cannot 
swim or seek my prey, it is true; but as I cling and wait, the whole 
ocean is my storehouse, the waves come leaping to my feet with their 
spoils, and, at the touch of their caressing hands, I unfold my rainbow
painted tentacles, and blossom into the wondrous loveliness of a living 
flower! Then is the hour of my joy and £easting, and I feel as if the 
whole sea belonged to me, and that my very frailness Sl•cured my 
strength and safety. Sometimes, the waters for.;iake me for a while, and 
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I wonder whether they think me too unworthy to be blessed with their 
returning joy; but, even then I cling the closer to the rook, and wait 
with patient, restful faith for the incoming of the tide! And, presently 
the waves come gently creeping back, and very soon I aru again sur'. 
rounded and covered by their abounding fulness ! '' 

Here is a sweet little lesson of trust for some poor soul who feels as 
helpless, as dependent, as w_eak and frail as this lovely passion-flower 
of the sea. If you are on the Rock, you have but to cling and wait . 
the strength you cling to is almighty, and the riches of God's great 
ocean of lo,e are all yours, and no expectation you have formed of the 
power of His grace and love can perish while that eternal Rock is your 
resting-place. 

"Cling on, and wait! unworthy, frail, and small,! 
Cling to thy Rock, 0 soul,-deep, steadfast, gre11,t-! 

Thou canst no merit claim ; but he has all, . , , 
And faith's true beauty, who can cling and we,i.t,!' "'. 1 

I aru pleased to acknowledge ruy indebtedness to Mr. Wm. Luff for 
most of the thoughts in the above paragraphs. They are to be found 
in the lines from his pen, entitled, "Sea Anemone."-From Spurgeon's 
Illustrafrd Almanack for 1898. 

[ csting @imu, the f rooff ofi Jove. 
( See Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon's Carillon of Bells, page 92.) 

FEAR not, for God Himself is come to prove you, 
The cloud, the fire, the storm proclaim Him near; 

But let not His approach to terror move you, 
He comes in mercy,-be thou of good cheer. 

For know, His very coming is a token, 
Of gracious purpose, and of tender love ; 

By Him the bruised reed is never broken, 
He stoops to raise you to His home above. 

It is the Lord, who in the past has led you, 
Through many a scene of danger and of dread ; 

Whose arm has shielded, and whose hand has fed you, 
With honey from the rock, and living bread. 

Fear not the cloud, that hangs so darkly o'er you, 
Hiding the future from your eager view ; 

The Lord will yet make plain the way before you, 
And you shall bless the hand that led you through. 

Be not afraid, it is His power that holds you, 
His voice that speaks amid the thunder's roar; 

And though the darkness for a while enfolds you, 
His arm is round you, now, and evermore. 

Foot's Cray. E. A. TYDE.l4AN. 
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BY II, 'f. s' AUTHOR OF "THE MARCIi OF TIIE MONTmi," &c., &c. 

XL-" STEPPING WESTWARD." 

"'Twas a sounrl 
Of something without place or bound ; 
And seemed to give me spiritual right 
To travel through that region bri11:ht." 

" STEPPING Westward!" This sentiment, woven by Wordsworth 
into a sonnet, may serve to lead our imagination back, over 

tracks historic and poetic, to a land of strong light and deep shadows, 
to a people musical in speech, Puritanic in character, preserving the 
charm of an old-fashioned courtesy, and, while enterprising in the 
business of life, not unforgetful of the culture of the mind and heart. 
It has been our privilege to talk with many interesting people in 
diverse places, but some of the most appreciative times that we recall 
are conversations with men and women in the Western shires. A 
retentive sensitive memory may become Nature's phonograph to its 
possessor. He may be able, by means of it, to hear again the very 
voices of his friends, and his only regret may be that he cannot make 
those voices vocal in their own tones to an audience of the pen. 

There stands out from the past an evening spent, years ago, in a 
strange old house situated on the edge of the sand-hills of Somerset. 
On one side, the dunes were laid out so as to form delightful grounds ; 
on the other, the eye rested on a waste of sand, layers of sea-weed 
washed up by the varying tides, a wind-swept stretch of shore 
and water, the broadening channel to the ever-widening West. It was 
just the locality for a romance, and one could easily imagine a" rebel'' 
from Monmouth's ill-fated force hidden in a quaint room of the old 
thatched mansion, or, if the quest became too pressing, stowea. away in 
one of the many burrows in the hills, and fed stealthily by fair hands. 
Yet, even with this tender element to colour the situation, the position 
of such a prisoner would be most unpleasant were the wild West wind 
driving the fine sand inland, though the footprints of the imagined 
lady would be by the same agent speedily obliterated. 

On the evening which lives in our memory, we spent a most 
interesting hour with one of the best-known antiquaries of the county, 
and brother of the hostess of the house. Our Somersetshire friend 
would doubtless have received no benediction from the late Poet 
Laureate, for he possessed a rare collection of autographs, going back 
to the early English kings,-and autograph collectors were Tennyson's 
special aversion. He would "cut'' them as summarily as Thomas 
_Binney is said to have given the" go-by" to deacons when he was out 
for a holiday. But there were other things to see beside these hand
writings of the famous dead. Rare prints of historic interest, and 
rarer coins, our friend produced from among his treasures. Perhaps we 
w0re easily influenced, but the spell worked, and we began to recon
struct the past from the scrawled sign~tures of kings, and fr~m the 
faces graven on the coins. Archrnology 1s much more than a whim. It 
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is a sci0nc-e, whic-h re-builds the by-gone ag·es out of remains left 
undestro:-ed by Time and his camp-followers. 

Nor was the antiquary, or his cases of curios, the only attraction in 
this house by the sea. The reminiscences of the cultured hostess are 
recolle>cte>d to this hour. In her early days, John Angell Ja mos was at 
Carr's Lane Chapel, Birmingham. One Sunday night, that em
bodiment of an earnest ministry preached from 1 Cor. xvi. 22 : cc If 
any man love ~ot the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran
atha. '' The preacher made a long pause after impressively reading the 
text. The people were breathless with expectancy. Then upon the 
deep silence fell the words, '' Need this ' Anathema ' be pronounced ? 
Are there any such persons,-so blind, so cold, so dead as not to love 
the Lord Jesus Christ?" After asking these solemn questions, the 
preacher made another pause even more prolonged and painful than 
the first. The effect was indescribable. The sermon went on to 
show that there were multitudes so blind, and cold, and dead as not 
to lnve the Lord Jesus Christ. On these the curse rested: until 
faith lifted it off. It would be such people, unless their eyes were 
opened, who would be "ashamed before Him at His coming." 

The opportunity of attending the great annual assemblies in Old 
Surrey Chapel was among the privileges of this Somersetshire lady's 
past. There was a day in 1849 that could not be forgotten. The 
minister was the same who had held the people in awe with the 
message from 1 Cor. xvi. The occasion was the Jubilee of the London 
Missionary Society. The text was Zech. i. 5. Thirty years before, 
the preacher had stood in the same pulpit to advocate the same 
cause. He had then laid down the doctrine that the great object of 
missionary zeal was" to bring men to Christ." He had in 1819 used 
these striking words:-" Suppose that, out of compliment to the 
mockers of missionary zeal, we relinquished its highest, and indeed 
its identifying object, and confined our efforts exclusively to civiliza
tion, senuing the plough and the loom instead of the cross, and that 
upon this reduced scale of operation we were as successful as could be 
desired, till we had raised the man of the woods into the man of the 
city, and elevated the savage into the ,sage,-what, I ask, should we 
effect, viewing man, as with the New Testament in our hands we must 
view him, in the whole range of his existence? ... In civilization, we 
confer a boon which is va1uable while it lasts; but it is a boon which 
the soul drops as she steps across the confines of the unseen world . 
. . . . But let us aim first to save the soul, by bringing it under the 
influence of Christianity, and then, as we advance to the end of our 
exertions, we shall not fail to scatter along the path of our benevo
lence all the seeds of civilization and social order." Was it any 
wonder that, in 1849, when John Angell James rose to speak, antici
pation ran high? We can well imagine the thrill and the spell which. 
passed oYer the congregation as the text was announced:-" Your 
fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever?" 
(Jur hostess recalled such seasons, and by her own impressive and vivid 
narration helped us to form some idea of what must have been their 
influem,e at the time. ' 

There are gems of sanctified expression in the Jubilee Sermon of 
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.T ohn Angoll ,James which should arrest attontion even to-day. Want 
of space forbids the quotation of many lines, but let these stand :
" Mon who turn prophets should make sure of their inspiration." "The 
church has devolved too much of the work of converting the world 
upon anyone who would undertake it, and has given it too much out 
of her own hands." "That a man may be a very good man, and feel 
no deep concern for the conversion of the world, is a practical heresy 
of the deepest dye.'' . "If the spirit of missions be maintained, . . . 
it must be by the theology of Luther, Calvin, and Knox; of Leighton, 
Baxter, and Howe." "Tell me not that God does not despise the day 
of small things. Neither do I ; but, like God, I desire the day of 
great things." 

As some personal incident may create interest in a new study, or 
open the door of introduction to· fresh friends, so by the reminiscences 
wherewith we were regaled that evening down in Somerset, we were 
led to make acquaintance with the seldom-read works of John Angell 
Ja.mes, and to find the thoughts here dispensed anew. 

* * * * 
Later in the evening, such evenings as they get in the West, where 

the glow of the sunset long rivals the glory of the uprising moon,-we 
walked with our host as he talked of the men who were boys with him 
at Bridgwater, and who, like him, have since made for themselves an 
honourable name. But not the least interesting of his "by-gones '' 
was an account he gave us of Hare Court Chapel, Canonbury, during 
the palmy days of Dr. Raleigh. Some of the sermons in that charming 
book, Quiet Resting-places, had been heard by our friend. When we 
recalled the discourse on Micah vii. 3, he was ready with the divisions 
on which the preacher based his appAal, that, if certain men did evil, 
"with both hands earnestly,'' how much more should the servants of 
God seek to do His will, not with one hand, as many half-heartedly 
worked, but with both hand.,, and with both hands earnestly. 

So we talked-walking in the glory of the summer twilight through 
grassy grounds which surprised us with their verdure when we 
remembered that the subsoil all around was sand. The hillside 
we.s so scooped and utilized as to give shelter from the ever-blowing 
winds, and in these carefully-preserved nestling-places the flowers of 
spring and summer found a home, the turf spreading out from thence 
into a sward. One could hardly believe that the wild sand-hills were 
close by, and that a short climb would show you the waves breaking 
on the Gore,-waters increasing in their restlessness over a waste of 
3,000 miles. There is something ai).alogous to this in the spiritual 
world, when the other side of some unattractive, bleak character 
surprises us with its beauty, and we find an unimagined tenderness as 
delicate as a choice bloom, and as refreshing as its perfume. 

* * * * 
In one of the small coast towns of the West, at a much later date, 

we met the present Principal of Bristol College. On '' The Ideal 
Church-meeting," Professor Henderson had a good word to say. The 
church-meeting mostly known among us was where a dozen members 
assembled in time for prayer and the reading of God's '\Vorel, and the 
rest dropped in for the business. A few letters of transfer were 
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rapidly reRd, Rdmissio11s of new members wore proposed, seconderl 
and rnrrie<l, R new broom was ordered, and the gas-bill cr1t1c1setl; 
but., nuless an attRck was made on an unpopular deacon, or the pastor 
was trentPd to some plain speaking, but little interest was shown. 
It seemed to be utterly ignored that the church should meet for the 
glory of God, and for the building up of the ~piritual life of the 
saint!'. The church-meeting should be delivered from the possi
biL ties of friction by removing from its agenda the petty causes 
of it. If church-officers were better trusted, and, in some cases, did 
their work with greater zeal, the church-meeting would not become 
over-burdened with details. ,Vhen the church met, there should be 
opportunity for testimony. This would be one of the means of 
attracting the younger members, who now, after a short experience, often 
stayed away. Make the church-meeting bright, home-like, spiritual 
and it would give a higher tone to all else. The great mistake made: 
in many quarters, was in beginning with the outside. We must 
attract the people, and we must do any mortal thing to get them. 
Banners, bands, brea1.fasts, suppers, &c., &c., and when the people 
were attracted, to what kind of a church were they invited? The 
vestments of worship were not the soul of worship. The Professor 
must pardon us if we print one of his stories. A lady was adjusting 
the jaeket of her boy who was about to enter a public school. He 
was to wear a "top hat" for the first time. His summit of ambition 
was about to be reared, when the solicitous mother, anxious for her 
son's futurP, remarked, '' You know, my dear boy, that the clothes 
do not make the gentleman." The young hopeful, glancing at the 
coveted silk, replied, "No, mother, it's the hat." So there were 
communities which seemed to think that a higher steeple or a grander 
ritual meant a better church. The true value of one man or many, 
singly or associated, was determined by that which was within. 

* * * * 
Another evening is ushered in. The scene is Taunton, the spot 

"Beulah,'" the company five, three of whom were fellow-students in the 
Pastors' College in the happy days of old. The talk had turned upon 
the glories of John Howe, and of that other John, whose surname was 
Calvin, and whose doughty champion in that W astern town to-day is the 
minister of Albemarle Chapel. One of our number playfully pourtrayed 
the predominant Puritanism of our pastor-host. Hehad lain down upon 
his bed, protected by a body-guard of 17th century divines, all picked 
men from the serried ranks of the pastor's study. He felt a little bit 
nervous in such an illustrious company, and timidly suggested that he 
might not need their services,-at least till the morning, when, being 
a better man, as, of course, we all are at that time, he should be fit 
for better company! • 

But, by-play apart, what exhilarating moments are recalled a~ we 
think of that evening spent with the Taunton pastor ! It 1s a 
sti111ulating experience to pass an hour with a man of strong prin
ciples. Deep convictions are the reserves of decisive actions. He who 
has little to believe has less to practise, for our works are al ways 
h,:low our faith. No wonder that the church-work at "Albemarle" is 
1,0 1,rosoerous with a leader so profoundly versed in Scripture, and so 
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fully saturatod with the thoughts of men who hn,rl themselves rlrnwn 
so constantly from the living spring. And no woniler, either, that the 
rest of that little party found it good to gather at the close of day in 
the house of their brother and friend, and around the \Vord of Gorl. 
So, in the lessening light without, but with the radiance of a spiritual 
Presence giving an ever-widening dawn to our understanding.9, we 
read, "' He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed.'' In that hour, we felt more than ever 
that, were these precious words severed from their relation to the 
sufferings of Jesus as our Substitute, they would lose the lustre of their 
n;ieaning. 

The master of the house read, and the guests listened, and in the 
pauses added some helping word. There were many pauses. Why 
not? We were in no hurry to close such a page. One of our 
"Selahs" was at verse 8 :-•· Who shall declare His generation?'' 
which was freely rendered, " Who shall reckon His posterity ? "Then 
were we still with wonder till the answer came:-" When Thou shalt 
make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall 
prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His 
hand." With these words striking the key-note of redemption, the 
carillon of our souls awoke, and we rang out the closing verses as a 
triumphant hymn ; then, falling on our knees, each one of us in turn 
thanked God for our personal interest in "so great salvation," while 
we did not forget to plead for those who are still strangers to it. 

So with the sunset 
Comes the greater dawning, 

And " stepping Westward " 
Opens into morning. 

~. I, jpurgcon's Jubiltt Jrnnons. 

DURING the past month, Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster have 
published three of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons which possess even 

more tha:g. usual interest to his many friends. In 188±, when the 
beloved Pastor completed his fiftieth year, he delivered four di~courses 
upon the passage of Scripture (Psalm c:x:viii. 13-18) engraved upon 
a marble slab affixed to the Jubilee House at the back of the Taber
nacle. The dear preacher revised most of them, but only one was 
published,-No. 2,237, "Gratitude for Deliverance from the Grave." 
The other three are now issued,-No 2,538, "An Epistle Illustrated 
by a Psalm;" No. 2/i3\l, "The Joy of Holy Households;" and ~ v. 
2,540, "Declaring the "\Vorks of the Lord." In one of the Sermons 
during that memorable period, Mr. Spurgeon used the following 
striking illustration ; it was too long to be included in the Sermon, so 
we are glad to be able to use it here, feeling sure that it has a present 
message for someone who will read it iu the Magazine:-

I cannot tell, but I feel as if I were speaking like a prophet to 
some of my hearers ; thero may be some of you within a very few 
days of the eternal judgment. Out of this gretit crowd, it would be 
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no random spe('rh if I said that somp of us will be in Heaven or hell 
before the church bells ring again. It is usually so every Sabbath. 
Look at the number here present, and the ordinary rate of mortality 
will tell you that there must be some who will see the eternal world 
before long. Then, what is your wisest course, 0 you undecided 
ones ? You say that you do not see any danger ; but there is danger 
whether you see it or not. It was not long ago that a good trim 
vessel was out at sea, some hundreds of miles off the Bermudas. It 
was a beautiful day, the sea all round was like glass, there was 
scarcely a puff of wind, there was just enough for the sails to be 
spread, but scarcely enough to fill them. There was not a cloud 
anywhere in the sky. The captain went down into the cabin, and as 
he cast his eye across to the barometer, he was surprised to see it 
rapidly dropping. He shook the glass; but it still went back at a 
fearful rate. He called in the two mates, and said to them, "Do 
you see that glass? These is something going to happen." They 
said they thought not, and all three went on deck, and looked around. 
There was no sign of cloud, and scarcely, as they said, " a cap-ful of 
wind.'' Everything seemed to join in making such a charming day 
that it seemed as if there could not be anything wrong. The captain 
said, when he went down again to the cabin, "The glass is still 
falling, take in every sail, make everything trim and taut, we don't 
know what is going to happen. Look sharp, men," he added. Some 
of them murmured, one to another, that the captain was trying to 
sweat them, that hot day, by setting them to do that kind 
of work when there was no need for it; they never saw a 
brighter day in their lives. However, they obeyed his orders, 
and soon all was in good trim. Just as everything was secured, 
in a moment a terrific storm burst upon them with the utmost 
fury. The heavens were black, the water, instead of rolling in 
billows, seemed to be driven in one great sheet as if it would fly out 
of the very ocean bottom, and the ship went driving before this 
tremendous gale. Happily, there was plenty of sea-room; that was 
all that the captain wanted, and his ship went along in safety, and 
weathered the storm. If he had kept his sails out, ·the ship must 
have gone to the bottom ; but he had timely warning, an~ he acted 
upon it there and then, and so ship and crew and cargo were all 
saved. 0 my hearers, I shake the celestial weather-glass before you! 
I speak as from the Lord to some of you. There is the last great 
storm coming on; set your ship in order, you have no time to spare. 
0 sirs, I pray you, heed my warning ! I£ to some of you the storm 
should not come just yet,-and I pray that it may not come while 
you are unprepared,-you will be all the better for taking the 
warning. for the storm will come soon enough to all undecided people 
even if it does not come this week ; and, as the Lord liveth, before 
whom I stand, it will come to all of you who are out of Christ. It 
will sweep _rou off the earth, it will carry you right into the abyss, it 
will be your total and eternal destruction. Therefore, be prepared 
for it, I pray you ; seek the Lord at once, I implore you; for this is 
the motto for at least some of you,-

" Now on NEvEn.'' 
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i Qthl'istian ~inint~y'n !}cµ~ndenu upon tge_ 
loln ®host. 

A PAPER READ AT THE TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OF TEE PASTORS' COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, BY 

PASTOR W, HACKNEY, M.A., BIR:\IINGIIA1I. 

TO depend upon the Holy Ghost, is the unspeakable blessedness of 
each believer. "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

they are the sons of God." His leading implies our dependence and 
our obedience. 

The Holy Spirit is God ;-not an effluence or influence only, but 
God the Spirit ;-revealed to human thought and faith, possessing 
personal attributes. The One Being of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
exists from all eternity in the infinite and exquisite felicity of 
perfect Love. 

Who shall measure the fulness of God? The vast Universe, whose 
fringe we are beginning dimly to apprehend, is the material manifesta
tion of a vaster spiritual Universe, "in Whom we live, and move, and 
have our being." 

The Holy Ghost accepted the closest and most personal relations 
with the Christian Church at Pentecost. He inhabits the body of 
Christ, as the Spirit of Christ. He carries on, to full fruition, Christ's 
redeeming work ;-within the Church, to make believers holy ;-and 
through the Church's ministry in the world, to raise dead souls into 
the life of faith. He condescends to lowliest service. We are each 
one led by the Spirit of God. The vital forces of sunlight foster the 
life of a mountain daisy,-" wee, modest, crimson-tippit." The Holy 
Ghost quickens, penetrates, purifies, inhabits, controls, and perfects 
the life of every Cruistian. 

The Christian minister depends upon the Holy Ghost in a peculiar 
degree. For the work of the Christian minister transcends all 
other forms of human activity, in sublime meaning and importance. 
We are Christ's living agents in the world; set apart to represent 
Him, "Who was made, in all things, like unto His brethren; "-" Who 
was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities ; 
by Whose stripes we are healed;"-" Who was declared to be the Son 
of God with power, by the resurrection from the dead; "-" Who 
passed through the heavens now to appear in the presence of God for 
us; "-" Who is the image of the invisible God : the First-born of all 
creation: for in Him were all things created, in the heavens and 
upon the earth, things visibte and things invisible, Who is before all 
things, and in Whom all things hold together;''-" Who shall 
descend from Heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God; "-" ·who shall fashion anew the body of our 
humiliation, conformed to the body of His glory; " " and so shall we 
be ever with the Lord." • 

Who is sufficient for these things ? To represent Him ! From the 
lips of Jesus the promise comes: "I will not leave you orphans, I 
will send you another Comforter, even the Spirit of truth." "Ye shall 
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rere>i,e power after thitt the Holy Ghost is come upon you, 1111d ye 
shall be> .J[,11 Wdnrsse~." Our sutliciency is of God the Spirit. The 
relation of the Christian ministry to the Holy Ghost is the relation of 
the flowing stream to the mountain fspring and falling rain. 

I. \VE DEPF.XD l'POX THE HoLY GrrosT FOR OUR CrrARACTER, 

Eloquence, learning, intensity, kingliness, antl all other persona.I 
gifts, are most helpful and benign in the ministry ; but the chief 
essential is right character. Ponder certain elements of right character. 

l. Spirifoalily. 
We do not limit our thought to a spirituality exuding in emotional 

excitement,-a oondition oftentimes due to the Holy Ghost, and then 
full of blessing and power. The deeper spiritual character lives with.i; 
th.e veil, where God Himself is the ever-present Reality: and all life 
relates itself to Him. 

Christ taught such spirituality in the words, "Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust doth consume, 
and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves 
treasure>s in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where thy treasure 
is, there ~ill thy heart be also " 

The rich young ruler lacked this one thing, and went away sorrow
ful when Jesus said, '' If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven, 
and come, follow Me." Paul lived in this spiritual world when he 
wrote, " I count all things to be loss, for the excellency of the know
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for Whom I suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may gain Christ, and be 
found in Him." 

This spirituality enables missionaries to face hostile people in deadly 
climes, and lay down their lives for the name of Jesus. "They endure 
as seeing Him Who is invisible.'' It is the very essence of faith. 
For this, we are dependent upon the Spirit of God. 

2. Integrity. 
"That which is altogether just she.It thou follow," is the old 

P.cripture commandment. It accords with the heart-desire and life
practice of every true minister of Christ. Th'3y who serve Jesus are 
distinguished by scrupulous honesty and uprightness, a delicate and 
sensitive honour, even in the simplest details and relationships. Yet, 
sometimes careless habits lead to dishonesty and dishonourableness; 
by which personal experience is dried up, and scandal is born. Tric_ks 
are used. Trusts and promises are broken. Debts are not paid. 
Self-discipline is neglected. The sterner elements of life are evaded. 
The granite rock of righteous living is softened into the moist clay ?f 
religious fervour. Oh, how we need the Spirit of God to keep us m 
good conscience towards God and men! 

3. Purity. 
A Ch1istian minir;ter will be pure ;-chaste in a world of impurity 

and lust ;-chaste in speech, in action, and in secret thought ;-chaste 
to re.fed the literature of filthy dreamers. The pure iD; heart_ se~ Go~. 
A foul mouth telling unclean jests, or a sensual mmd drmkrng m 
records of defiling scenes, can never abide with the Holy Ghost. 
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Purity in heart, and mincl, and lifA, rlomrrnds the holy anrl int<::me 
energy of tho Spirit of God. Ministers of Christ aro hut hranrJ.9 
plucked out of the burning. Alive with God's own life, they catch 
fire again, sometimos, unless the Holy Ghost keeps them pure. 
Dependence upon Him implies a yielcle<l will, swift obedience, strenuous 
and patient effort, absolute self-mastery. "I£ thy right eye cause 
thee to stumble, pluck it out." 

4. Humility. 
In wealth, attainment, ani material power, this generation has 

become rich and increased with goods. Men are intolerant, arrogant, 
cynical, selfish, vain. A veneer of gentleness covers a life of pride. 
The grandeur of humility is despised even by many Christians. God's 
ideal and lowly patience, however, is not the servile patience of the 
ass, but the mfl,jestic and sublime self-subjection of the angel, who 
perfects lowly tasks in the Spirit of Him, " who, though in the form 
of God, thought it no prize to be equal with God, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a slave." Such humility never grows a 
wild grape upon the natural man. It is the product and temper of 
the Holy Ghost. 

5. Magnanimity. 
High-souled chivalry-the ripe dignity, self-forgetting, and tender 

grace of a great mind,-looks upon another's good as its own. Some 
are tempted to miserable meanness; to envy, pride, self-seeking; to 
the vice which drinks with pain a cup of bitterness when a brother 
gains apparent advantages ;-to the vice which lessens a man's repu
tation by shadowed hint, or suggestive words, or secretly undermining 
his influence. The Holy Ghost makes men magnanimous. Of them 
in whom He dwells and rules, it may be spoken as of the blessed dead,-

6. Charity. 

" They watch, like God, the rolling hours 
With larger, other eyes tha.n ours ; 
To make allowance for us all." 

Love includes all virtues, and transfuses all actions with the glow 
of Heaven. Here we reach the central force of spiritual life in the 
heart, .the home, the church, and the world. Sensibly dependent 
upon the Spirit of God, we pray with Keble,-

" 0 Thou, Wbo keep'st the Key of Love, 
Open Thy Fount., Eternal Dove, 
And overflow this heart of mine,
Enlarging as it fills with Thee,-
Till, in one blaze of Charity, 
Co.re and remorse are lost-, like motes in Light Divine." 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding brass, and a tinkling cymbal,
and though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing ;-charity 
suffereth long, and is kind ;-charity envieth not ;-<;harity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up ; doth not behave herself unseemly ;
seeketh not her own ;-is not easily prov0ked ;-thinketh no evil." 
Charity becomes pity, a passion to save perishing men, in the hearts 
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nf those who ar~ most like Christ, most ~l~ed with the Holy Ghost. 
A_ show~·, consp1cuouR. _1i:nd up-to-date numstr_y might pos8ibly exist 
without much of the Spmt of God; but the day will declare what the 
;nan a.nd his ministry have been. 

That noble book, The Stones of Venice, tells of a famous tomb 
d<.'1>cribed by an Italian " as the very culminating point to which 
the Yenetian arts attained by the ministry of the chisel." It is the 
monument of a certain doge who lived in the 15th century. Many 
had gazed with admiration at the marble hand, and cheek 
and ermined robe, sculptured with such exact and skilful likenes~ 
to reality. Mr. Ruskin borrowed au old ladder from the sacristan 
and climbed to the top of the tomb. When he was standing 
there, and had cleared away the accurp.ulated dust and cobwebs 
of centuries, he found to his astonishment and abhorrence, that 
the sculptor's work went only so far as it could be seen from below. 
There was only one hand, one arm, one cheek, one side of the fore
head, of the doge's cap, of the ermined robe. The other side was left, 
with brutal insensibility, untouched :from the block. Seen from 
below, it -was admired and praised. Seen from above, it was hideous, 
a monstrous fraud, discovered at last, veracious only in the revelation 
and memorial it gave of the character of the artist, who was banished 
from "Venice in 1487 for forgery! 

Seen from above, seen from below ;-God's view, man's view. Do 
we ever work in our ministry to be seen from below, forgetting Him, 
~o is always with us, Who sees from above, Whose vision penetrates 
each detail of our character and life; to Whom the darkness shineth 
as the day, Who has said, "There is nothing covered which shall not 
be revealed, or hidden which shall not be known "? 

" Oh, let us do ozir work right well,
Both the unseen and the seen;-

To make the House where God doth dwell, 
Beautiful, entire, and clean ! '' 

We must " work out our own salvation with fear and trembling, for 
it is God (God the Holy GJ:~ost) Who worketh in us, both to will and to 
work of His good pleasure." 

II. WE DEPEND UPON THE HoLY GHOST FOR OUR KNOWLEDGE OF 

GoD. 

"Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
kno-wledge." The glories of earth and sky reveal God. Yye see the 
earth and sky; but the revelation of God we cannot see_ w1tho~t the 
Holv Ghost. It is He Whose "presence disturbs you with the JOY of 
elev~ted thoughts; the sense sublime of something far more deeply 
interfused Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns, and the round 
ocean, and the living air, and the blue sky, and in the mind of man." 

The page of Scripture-written by men of old who were borne 
along by the Holy Ghost,-brings God to men. Yet we need some
tLin(J' more than information about God; we need capacity to apprehend 
Him~ A child enters the study of a philosopher,-your bo)'.', let us 
.,a,r, goes into your study. Massive tomes (purchased with the 
surplus of your stipend) are all around, rich with the accumulated 
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wisdom of the world. He is face to foco with far-reaching information 
but his cap(tcily is limited to spelling out the titlfJ~ of the boob, o; 
examining thoir illustrations. Nevertheless, that boy shall grr,w, till 
he too can understand and appreciate the mighty themes in which 
your soul delights. 

The Holy Ghost gives the capacity to know God and Jesus Christ ; 
that knowledge which is eternal life. Without Him, we are indeed 
agnostics, and know nothing. With Him, we enter into the Infinite 
Temple of the Divine Truth and Being, "for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." "When He, the Spirit of 
Truth, is come, He shall guide you into all the Truth. He shall take 
of Mine, and shall show it unto you." 

1. This contradi'cts intellectual pride. You may count the stars, or 
weigh the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance; you may 
think yourself back to a bottomless abyss of speculation; but you will 
not know God, without the Holy Ghost. "I thank Thee, 0 Father, 
Lord of Heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and revealed them unto babes." 

2. But we are equally condemned for intellectual sloth. Ignorance is not 
a recommendation to God. Weakness of intellect is no sign of grace. 
"The bigger the fool, the better the man,"-you won't find on John 
Ploughman's Almanack. Keenness and strength of mental vision are 
priceless gifts of God, The intellect is the telescope through which 
your soul beholds the heavens. Perfect the telescope, and you have 
better vision. Perfect the intellectual instrument, and you are able 
to range through wider spaces, and attain more accurate knowledge. 
Let the instrument be foul, and the glory of Heaven is obscured. A 
speck of dust may hide a star. A heavy charge has been laid against 
some ministers, that they neglect almost all intellectual discipline, and 
strenuous mental toil ;-either thinking that the needs of the day 
demand their time too much, or under the delusion that the Holy 
Ghost works better with an untrained and unused mind. or in sheer 
exhaustion of moral effort. Whatever may be the cause, if the 
charge be true, it is an utterly false position for the minister of 
Christ, whatever his advantages have been. Dependence upon the 
Holy Ghost for the knowledge of God implies a whole man,-body, 
mind, and spirit,-trained and disciplined in the palrestra of ordinary 
studies for deeper and more important work in the Word of God. 
Can we lose sight of the men who advanced the standard of 
Puritanism? Godly, reverent, spiritual, prayerful; yet learned, 
efficient, loving, patient scholars. How many of us, like those men, 
habitually read the Word of God in the original tongues? Can we 
verify for ourselves the loud speech we sometimes make about the 
Sacred Truth ? Are not young men in our Bible-classes now de
claring their fixed intention to know for themselves the contents of 
the Divine originals? \Vhat excuse can we give to the Holy Ghost 
for our intellectual sloth? "He who received the one talent went 
away, and digged in the earth, and hid his Lord's money." Surely 
our one talent of mental power ( and is it not a little one?) needs to 
be put to the bankers, that our Lord may receive His own with 
usury. 
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After all, the best telescope is useless to a blind man. The eye 
"Which beholds God is the heart opened and purified by the Holy 
Ghost. \Ve need to pray for each other, with Paul, " that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto us a spirit 
of wisdom and re,elation in the knowledge of Him; having the eyes 
of our heart enlightened, that "We may know what is the hope of His 
calling, "What the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints 
and "What the exceeding greatness of His power to usward wh~ 
believe ; " " that we may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding ; " "that we may know the 
mystery of God, even Christ, in Whom are hidden all the treasures of 
"Wisdom and knowledge: " "seeing it is God Who said, Light shall 
shine out of darkness, \Vho shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the Face of Jesus Christ." 
" \Ve all, with unveiled face, reflecting as a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as from the Spirit Who is the Lord." 

\\-e stand amongst the sinful and suffering of this generation, even 
as Jesus in K azareth of old, and we may speak these words, too:
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to 
preach glad tidings to the poor, He hath sent me to proclaim deliver
ance to the captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, to ·set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." 

From that Face of Jesus Christ, once so marred for us,-now so 
radiant in the eternal noon,-shines the truth which makes us sing,-

" I see the wrong that round me lies,-
1 feel the guilt within,-

! hear, with groan and travail cries, 
The world confess its sin. 

" Yet, in the maddening maze of things, 
And tossed by storm and flood, 

To one fixed trust my spirit clings, 
I know that God is good. 

" I know not what the future hath 
Of marvel or surprise; 

Assured alone, that life and death 
Hi8 mercy underlies. 

"And so, beside the Silent Sea, 
I wait the muffled oar; 

No harm from Him ce.n come to me 
On ocean or on shore. 

"I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air : 

I only know, I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care.'' 

III. WE DEPEND UPON THE HoLY GnosT FOR ouR LIFE-WORK. 

1. lie alone can teach U8 ichat our life-work slwuld be. The Divine 
will that we should live in the ministry, has been made clear to ~ost 
of us. Fast-fleeting years, maturing powers, and const~nt service, 
c:onfirm the original call. But there are students here, lookmg forward 
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with the eagerness we remember so well. We, older men, would like 
once more to realize,-

" The wild pulsation that we felt before the strife 
When we heard the days before us, and the tum'ult of our life ; 
When our spirit leapt within ua, to be gone before us then 
U uderneath the light we looked at, in among the throngs of men." 

We were impelled with tho pity of God to carry the message of 
Christ's love to the perishing. What grand days those were in 
Co\lege ;-when our dear, revered, almost-worshipped, now sainted, and 
ever.-acknowledged President, Benefactor, and Friend, would vi~it us 
in yonder rooms, to speak holy, helpful, heartening words, and touch 
us with the glowing inspiration of his presence,-or we would drink 
from the streams of his eloquent teaching in the Tabernacle ;-when 
Mr. 'James Spurgeon, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Gracey, and Mr. Fergusson were 
our tutors ;-when youth, vigour, high resolve, keen speculation, and 
bright hope dwelt within ;-even as now they possess, control, uplift, 
and inflame the students in College ! They will look back, afterwards, 
with like gratitude to present days, and to their faithful and devoted 
tutors, for whom, with them, we all thank God. But, as life moves 
on, these students must go forward to the field; and they are depen
dent on the Holy Ghost to show what their life-work shall be. 
Evangelist or pastor? Missionary abroad, or preacher at home ? In 
some large city or obscure vale? Each of us came into the world, as 
Jesus came, to fulfil a definite mission for God. This mission is our 
dignity and responsibility. We are chosen for it, sent out for it, 
directed and fitted for it, by the Holy Ghost. No true happiness is 
possible outside that mission,-no honour, no blessing. One is 
appointed, like our beloved Mr. Thomas Spurgeon, to the immense 
charge and opportunity of the Metropolitan Tabernacle. Another is 
appointed to the lowly, quiet ministry, of which Goldsinith sings so 
sweetly in " The Desertlld Village," -

" A man he was, to all the country dear, 
And passing rich, with forty pounds a year; 
Remote from towns, he ran his godly race, 
Nor e'er had changed, nor wished to change, his place ; 
Far other aims his heart had learnt to prize, 
More bent to raise the wretched, than to rise." 

There is nothing "little'' or "great" in God's sight. These are human 
measurements. We must never lose grip of the fact that the village 
church is a sphere of work as important and honourable as the City 
Temple, if God appointed me there. That appointment can be 
determined, to our souls, only by the Holy Ghost. 

Nothing can be more disastrous to a student, or minister, than the 
passion for a big and prosperous sphere. Let us beware of feverishly 
consulting the British World, or Christian Weel,;ly, to learn the latest 
vacancies. If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit, let us 
work in the Spirit, let us wait in the Spirit, until God Himself shall 
say, "Well done, good and faithful servaut; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things." 

The Holy Ghost said, " Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
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work whereunto I have called them. They, being sent forth by the 
Holy Ghost, went." 

2. Hr a.lone ran make our l~fe-1oork rital and ~ffective. 
The straw and chaff of the stable-yard are not more vain for use 

11s seed-corn than the ministry of a man without the Holy Ghost. 
Two great fields of vital service are prayer and preaching. The Holy 
Ghost teaches you to pray. You may speak wo1·ds of prayer yourself. 
but the inner contact of the soul with the Divine Person we love, and 
adore, and supplicate, is only known when we pray in the Holy Ghost. 
Inner mysteries of grace are wrought, turning souls from their 
wickedness to live in God. Healing power and gracious succour come 
to the bodies of those in sickness and distress. But the prayer of 
faith, which availeth much in its working, is quite impossible without 
the Holy Ghost. He only knows the mind and will of God to teach 
us to pray as we ought. 

The Holy Ghost enables you to preach the Word. Men live again 
by the "r ord of Truth. Truth is not mere verbal or intellectual 
statements of Divine ideas. Preaching must be quickened, energized, 
suffused, applied with Divine power, to produce eternal fruit. It must 
be God speaking, through men, what He calls " My Word.'' 
Paul's preaching is mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
strongholds. His word is in "demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power." Essentially Divine, our work as preachers is dependent upon 
the Holy Ghost. We may not obtain great success in the world's 
new, nor win the gaping admiration of the crowd; but be sure, 
"God ne'er dooms to waste, the strength He deigns impart." Work 
done in the will and power of God shall result in large blel'sing to 
some predestined souls ;-in satisfaction and delight to the Master we 
serve,-and in our own deep peace, and eternal reward. "The 
Father abiding in Me (by the Holy Ghost), He doeth His works." 
The possibilities of our lives are limited only by the Father's will. We 
do not need more power. In Him is all the fulness of God. But 
some of us long, so intensely, that the winter should change to spring, 
that the life beneath the machinery of work,-beneath our prayers 
and preaching,-beneath our dull, cold services, and formal efforts,
should break forth in the plenitude of springtide grace. 

At ,Veston-super-Mare, lately, we walked in the wood which clothes 
the ridge behind the town, then climbed the steep side to the summit. 
Following a pathway, we found ourselves amongst a school of girls, 
-who soon announced by excited cries the discovery of some treasure. 
Just outside their circle, we joined in gathering delicious violets ;
-white violets, dark, purple-hued violets ;-whose odorous breath 
impregnated the atmosphere around. Sitting down, we arranged ~ur 
fragrant spoil within a bunch 0£ moss. The woods were misty with 
the small green buds just born to light and air; the birds were madly 
melodious over life's delight; the sun gleamed amidst the branches 
and through the glades, flashing warm light into glens and hollows, 
tinctured with lichen, and vivid with fresh colour; the over-sky was 
softened and humanized by white, tender, shining clouds, lightly 
moving with the gentle breeze blowing up from the sea. All nature 
sruiled, and was glad. "For now the Heavenly Power made all 
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things new." Springtime was come at la11t. But a few short weeks 
before, bleak and bitter winds had swept across that scene, with mighty 
tempest. Cold death held down nature's life in unrelenting chain~. 
Trees were naked; birds were silent; the earth was hare. Then, at 
the whisper of God, Life broke loose from her bonds with sudden 
start ; and fair Springtide proclaimed that evangel of love, " The 
winter is over and gone : the flowers appear on the earth, and the 
sound of the singing of the birds is come." We long· for a spiritual 
Springtide, and shall yet rejoice in it. The breath of the Divine 
Spirit will call forth the manifestations of God's life. Souls shall be 
new-born with the gladness of salvation. Christians, grown cold, 
shall be revived into holiness. The Church shall put on her beautiful 
garments : and our Lord shall come into His garden, to eat His 
pleasant fruits. Human strength is in vain to produce a springtide 
or a spiritual revival. We depend upon the Holy Ghost. ~lay He 
speedily grant to us all the rich, abundant blessing for which we 
pray! 

3. He alone gives value and permanence to our life-work. 
Not long since, I beheld again the stately structure of Magdalen 

Tower in Oxford. Whilst contemplating, with grateful remembrance 
and renewed delight, its beautiful form, standing out in brown grey 
strength against the sky, I became aware of a contrast wrought in the 
soul between the work of the men who conceived and built that tower, 
and the work of a man who, close beside me, was driving a horse in a 
machine to sweep the road. Under the pressure of the brush, the 
mud was formed into soft ridges at each kerb, soon to be carried 
away, and soon to be replaced by the constant traflic,-while the work 
of those old-time men had been standing for centuries. 

What is the aim of our life? Is it a ridge of dirt on which we are 
working, or " a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens" ? We are called aside from the pursuit of wealth,
the yellow heaps of gold,-for which so many live; but is not all 
our effort-sermon making, committees, visiting, lecturing, social 
work, and the rest,-mere road-sweeping and mud-gathering, a toil
some, wearisome, unsatisfactory, servile task, except as we a.re 
working in the Holy Ghost? It is He Who gives value and permanence 
to all we do. His work is eternal. He is building, through obedient 
and dependent ministers, a grand tower to be a habitation of God, 
which shall endure when Magdalen Tower, .already crumbling, has 
passed into oblivion. 

The question which determines our service in this world, is not its 
brilliance, nor its success, nor its popularity, nor its extent: but its 
pure relation to the Holy Ghost. He alone can tell us the right work 
to do. He alone can make our work vital and effective. He alone 
gives value and permanence to our endeavours. Let us trust in the 
Holy Ghost! 

IV. WE DEPEND UPON THE HoLY GHOST FOR ouR JoY. 
We all are glad in the exuberant joy of the children. As through 

a window long shuttered up within the mi.ad, and opened suddenly, 
we catch sight, once or twice in maturity, of the wild pleasure our 
childhood knew. At times, in ripened years, with sunset hours, or 

-12 
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rnpture of ravishing music, or heart's lov0, or geutlo deeds of good
ness, there flushe_s up_ a p~ue ~elight. T?is is surely of Gori, a light 
shad~w of the mfimte JOY m God Hunsel£, however frag·ile and 
tram,1cnt. 

God rev~als_ much ab~ut joy in His ,v?rd. "In Thy presence is 
fulness of Joy.-' "The JOY of the Lord 1s your strength." 11 The 
fruit of the Spirit is joy." ",vith joy of the Holy Ghost." 11 Filled 
with joy and the Holy Ghost." 11 The kingdom of God is not eating 
and drinking, but righteousness, peacf', and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
The Divine conception is that God's Spirit is Joy, even as Love. We 
are surrounded with a spiritual atmosphere of joy, in which we live 
and move, and have our being; only hindered from flooding our soul~ 
by the barriers of ignorance, pride, unbelief, disobedience, selfish
ness, malice. and carnal desire. 

It is imperative that the minister of Christ should truly represent 
his_ Master, and show forth God's joy. _Th? world needs this gospel 
of JOY to-day. When the note of despalr rmgs out amongst ~en in 
literature and science, "let us eat, and drink, for to-morrow .we di'e,''
we have to declare a joy unspeakable and full of glory, derived.from 
God's presence within,-the joy of love to the unseen Jesus,-the joy 
of peace which passeth understanding,-the joy of the angels over 
penitent men,-the joy of God Himself. 

But we cannot know, and feel, and tell this joy without the Holy 
Ghost. It is He Who makes real and begins now the Eternal Joy. 
Sings Henry Vaughan,-

" They are all gone into the world of light, 
And I alone sit lingering here." 

Amongst them we discern, by faith, the forms of much-loved friends, 
our late President and the rest. They see all things in the Eternal 
Light. Doubt and trouble and bereavement are past for ever. , The 
Holy Ghost opens the eyes of those " lingering here" to see with 
them. I sat by my window, which overlooked an expanse of sea 
breaking in ceaseless roar on the rocks below. My eyes were closed in 
painful thought of the woes of the world, and "man's inhumanity to 
man." There came to my ears the clanging, melancholy sound,
rising and falling,-crescendo, diminuendo,-as _with oppres~i_ve fo~ce 
the tidal waters crashed upon the shore. Its noise was of p1t1less, m
exorable power, suggesting iron fate, sad catastrophes, and hopeless 
death. But, suddenly, I raised my eyes, and looked outside upon the 
sunlit bay. The white crests of the surging billows gla:lced, silver
like in contrast to the rich blue depth of the all-embracmg sky and 
the dark grey of the coast. The waves seemed to be singing a new 
song. . . 

The beauty of that vision pierced through the shadows which dis
tressed me with the message of a Love which never changes; the 
message cl Faith's confidence, that all the _occult meaning of human 
existence will shine glorious and entrancmg when the eyes are 
cpened in Eternity. 
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BY CHEYNE BRADY. If 

ON the border of the Forest of Dean resided one William Rivers, 
a well-known sportsman. His one absorbing passion was fox

hunting, which he pursued with ardour. Year after year he spent 
his time in this way, or in revelling and drinking with dissolute 
companions, and enjoying all the supposed pleasures conneC;ted with 
such a life. Wherever there was a hunt, there he was to be found. 

After some years spent in the service of sin, Rivers set his heart on 
a change of residence. A house likely to answer being pointed out, 
he went to the proprietor, and asked for the key. The landlord offered 
to accompany him, and show him the house, but he declined, saying 
he preferred going over it by himself. Having examined the lower 
part of the dwelling, he proceeded upstairs, and ascended to the attic, 
As he entered the highest room, he saw something scratched on the 
window-pane, and approached nearer in order to read it. These words, 
traced with a diamond, met his gaze : -

" PREPARE TO MEET THY Gon." 
He staggered, and, for the first time in his liie, he trembled before 

God. The Spirit of God met him there alone. He stood riveted to 
the spot, and in the agony of his soul cried out, " Lord, have mercy 
upon me ! Lord, save me ! " At length he got out of the house, but 
the solemn words followed him, " Prepare to meet thy God." 

Now he lost all pleasure in his fox-hunting, and became miserable. 
He tried to drown serious thought amongst his evil companions, but 
those awful words haunted him wherever he went. 

Several days passed thus, when his eye caught a notice that, in a 
certain village, sixteen miles off, Mr. Spurgeon was to preach that 
evening. He said to himself, "I'll go and hear that man." He 
ordered his horse, and rode the sixteen miles that he might hear 
something which, perchance, would give his wounded spirit relief. 

The text was, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." "Doubtless," said Mr. Spurgeon, 
"there are some young men before me who are weighed down with 
sin and misery, and wanting' rest'" (at the same time pointing here 
and there). "Have you tried the blood, brother? Have you tried 
the blood,-the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth us from all 
sin?" 

The conscience-stricken man was melted under this appeal; he had 
been convinced of his state as a sinner, and felt that, as such, eternal 
death was his doom. But God, by His Holy Spirit, enabled him to see 
that Jesus Christ died for his sins, and shed His blood in his stead. 
He saw that the remedy for sin and uncleanness was-

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST, 

He believed in the Lord Jesus, and was saved, and left the chapel 
" born again" -a new man in Christ. 

* .From "The Message of Reco11ciliatio11." By Cheyne Brady .. Dnem111011d's l'ract 
Depot, Stirling; and S. ff. Partt·idge and Co., Lo11do11. (See Rev,ew.) 
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From that time, "'illiam Rirnrs could say, with other believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ,-

" Soon as my all I ventured 
On the atoning blood, 

The Holy Spirit entered, 
And I was born of God." 

Depend upon it, my unconverted reader, you can never be prepared 
to meet God save through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. Your 
inner consciousness tells you that you are not ready, nay, you shrink 
from the very thought of meeting God, and, like Adam, would hide 
yourself from Him. 

You must know in your heart that you cannot hide from God, but 
must stand before the judgment-seat to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body, and to answer for your rejection of the Son of God. 

PREPARE! PREPARE! 

How ? By looking unto Jesus ; by trusting in His blood. The blood 
of Christ will save you. The blood of Christ will cleanse you. The 
blood of Christ will give· peace, power, glory. "We have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace" (Ephes. i. 7). '' The blood of Jesus Christ .. : .. 
cleanseth us from all sin" ( 1 John i. 7). 

" DID HE, THEN, REALLY DIE ?11 The questioner was a dark-skinned 
Arab. "Did He, then, really die ? '' he broke in as I was speaking. 

His earnest f&ce and eager tone quite struck me, and r thought,-" How 
great the contrast; this man, for the first time, hea.rs witness borne concern
ing the death of Jesus, while I have constantly heard such testimony from 
my very boyhood!" 

Another morning, there is a group of men gathered round my fellow
missionary, trying for a long time to solve a knotty point,-namely, 
whether gross sin (fornication) is really sin at all! 

What wisdom, and patience, and grace, we need in dealing with these 
Moslems, on whose minds error rests with the weight of thirty generations! 
Almost throughout the whole period of English history, these people have 
been soaking in the lies of Mohammed till they are dyed with falsehood, 
and it has become to them a second nature. 

This effect is illustrated by the case of a patient brought to me this 
month. He had been digging a well, and some dry mud had fallen on 
him. " Surely that was a simple matter," says someone. Yes, it was; but 
there was a great deal of that dry mud, and it feel some sixty feet, tearing 
the poor ma!l's scalp terribly, and so severely wounding him that it is a 
wonder he lives to tell the tale. So, in like manner, the mass and 
momentum of Islam's errors make their power appalling. Truly, a. church 
of converted Moslems will be one of the greatest trophies of Jesu's 
conquering grace. 

This month, I have again visited " the holy city" of KAIROUAN, a~d I 
am strongly led to try to open a branch medical mission there. The natives 
are anxious for it; Mr. Cooksey, who has just settled there, wishes it; 9:nd 
if only God lays it upon the heart of someone to bear the expense, I thmk 
(D.v.) that it can be done._ It is an opening for which we have long 
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prayed; and, since the Lord put 'it into the bee.rt of one reader of the 811)(,rrl 
and Trowel to provide the Sousse barn/en, which hae been snch e. blessing to 
thousands, I venture to mention the need of this long-closed city of 20,000 
souls. 

Spain had Ne p'lit8 ultra I for he~ motto; but, when America was dis
covered, she changed it to pluB nftra I '' More beyond'' must ever be our 
motto, and" Advancfl, missionaries!" our watchword. In the 1 i0 millions 
of Moslems me.y yet be found a new world for Jesus to conquer, for did 
He not se.y, "Many shall come from the Ee.et," and did not the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost enable the apostles to tell forth the mighty works of 
God in the language of the Arabians ? 

T. G. Cm;RcHER. 
Sousse, Tunisia, North Africa. 

@:ht "jpurgeon ~tmorial" jermon joci~t~. 
AS many friends have been puzzled by newspaper notices concerning the 

above Society, we publish for their information the following offir,ial 
report of the meetings convened in accordance with the directions of Mr. 
Justice Byrne in the action " Willett and Finnigan verrns Taverner ·, :-

A special and very largely attended meeting of the Council was held 
at the Society's offices, 79, The Drive, Hove, Brighton, on Thursday 
morning, September 30th, 1897, among those present being Rev~. Charles 
Spurgeon, of Greenwich, Joseph W. Harrald (private secretary to the late 
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon), Hugh Shearer, S. B. Lane, F. G. Wheeler, John S. 
Gee.le, and Mrs. Gates (founder of the Railway Mission), when it was 
resolved, with only one dissentient (Mrs. Taverner):-

I. " That the decision of the Council in dismissing Mr. Taverner from 
his position as secretary be hereby confirmed." 

II. "That this meeting of Council hereby approves of the action taken 
by Messrs. Wm. Willett and Wm. Finnigan on their behalf against Wm. 
Taverner, the late secretary of the said Society, to recover the property of 
the said Society still retained by the said Wm. Taverner after his dismissal, 
and authorises the continuance of the said action." 

III. " That the trust deed conveying the property of the Society to the 
elected Trustees, in trust for the Society, be hereby approved.'' 

At the meeting of subscribers (which had been advertised in the le&ding 
London papers and most of the religious weeklies), held in the Y.M.C.A. 
Hall, Steine House, Brighton, the same afternoon, it was resolved, with only 
three dissentients (Mr. Taverner, his mother, and one other person):-" That 
this meeting, having 4eard the President's statement, desires to express to 
the President and Council its full approval of the steps taken by the Council 
with reference to Mr. Taverner, the late secretary, and while desirous of 
expreasing its appreciation of Mr. Taverner's services, hereby expresses its 
disapproval of his conduct in defying the Council ; also that the trust deed 
prepared at the instigation of the President and Council having been read 
over, the same be signed by the President, Mr. Wm. Willett, and the hon. 
treasurer, Mr. Wm. Finnigan, on behalf of the Society, and thll.t it do 
henceforth fix the constitution of thi~ Society." 

All communications with refer!\nce to the Society and its work should be 
addressed to Mr. Wm. Finnig1tn, 79, The Drive, Hove, Brighton. 

WILLIAM WILLETT, President; "\VILLIA:\f FINNIGAN, Treasnrer, nncl 
Secretary (pi·o tem.); JoSEPII W. HARRALD, JoII~ S. GE.-1.LE, 
DAVID DAVIES, S,DIUEL B. L,\NE, Trustees Elect. 
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l.ny Book reviewed or a.dvertl■ed In *hie Ma.ga.zlne will be rorwa.rded by Mea■r■ . Pa■■more 

and Ala.ba.1,er on receipt or Poatal Order ror the p11bllahed price, 

Shortly after the present l\bgazin!' from February to August in the 
is i8sucd. Messrs. Passmore and present year. The Diamond Jubilee 
Alabaster ·hope to publish S1,urgeon's number was a great success,-the 
lll11Bfratcd (Book) Almanac/.- .for 1898 page representing some celebrities of 
and ,lobn I'h,11ghma11's (Sheet) Alman- the Victorian era was an artistic 
ark /or 1888, oue penny each. We triumph. In the new volume, now 
trust our readers will find tberu full, commenced, a special feature is '· The 
up to the mark of previous years, and 'Pilgrim's Progress' re-told for the 
we are the more c ,n:fident that it will Young," which promises to be very 
be so because C. H. SruRGEON is still helpful. The Christian Pictorial is 
the chief contributor to both the worthy of a place in every Christian 
Alrua.nacks as well as to "his own household. 
Magazine." Our David prepared so 
abundantly before his death that we 
have hardly yet realized how great 
was the store of good things he left 
us when the Lord called him to the 
ser'l'ice of the upper sanctuary. 

'We give, on previous pages, one of 
the two articles which Mrs. Spurgeon 
has written for the Book Almanack, 
and another specimen of its contents, 
jnst to remind all "Text Union" and 
other lovers of the little annual that 
it is ready for them to purchase, study, 
and circulate. 

The central picture on the Sheet 
.Almanack i5 a large reproduction of a 
very beautiful photograph of the 
President, Vice-President, tutors, and 
students of the Pastors' College, 
gathered in front of the historic 
'· Question Oak" at "Westwood." 
The other illustrations show the 
exterior and interior of Beulah Bap
tist School-Chapel, Bexhill-on-Sea, 
erected in ever-loving memory of Mr. 
Spurgeon. The proverbs, mottoes, 
&c., on the Almanack are still very 
largely dear "JOHN PLOUGHMAN'S", 
and that fact alone will give it 
acceptance with the tens of thousands 
whose love for him increases rather 
than diminishes as the years roll by. 

One of the most welcome weekly 
religious papers is Tlte Chriatian Pic
t,,riul, f:dited by Rev. DAYID DAVIES, 

of Brighton, and published by Messrs. 
Ali:xander aud Shepheard. The 
ninth h«lf-yi:arly v,,lurne is a th,Jr
oughly i11ten,stiug illustrated record 
of the chief events that transpired 

Mr. Alfred Holness has issued The 
Golden Text Calendar, 1898, for which 
the daily port.ions have again been 
selected by Mrs. Holness. It is well 
to have the date plainly legible, as in 
other Calendars, but it is better also to 
have a suitable message from the 
Scriptures, as in this one, which can 
be obtained for ls., or by post, care
fully packed, for ls. 3d. This 
Calendar is a great favourite at 
"Westwood.'' 

Messrs. Bemrose and Sons have sent 
us their four easel Calendars for 1898, 
-The Daily Calendar, Proverbial Oal
endar, Shakespearean Daily Calendar, 
and "Burns,. Daily Calendar,-ls. 
each. The last is a new series; at 
least, it is new to•us; the others have 
been long in use at" Westwood," and 
very helJJful we find them. The 
figures are bold and clear, and the 

1 qaotations are well made. On the 
Proverbial Calendar we note occasion
ally the wise sayings of dear ''JOHN 
PLOUGHMAN." 

The annuals now arriving help to 
remind us that Christmas is coming. 

I First in order of tiwe, and second to 
none in quality, are the Religious 
Tract Society'~ handsome volumes,
The Girl's Own Annual, and The Boy's 
Own Annual. The boys and girls who 
receive such presents as these from 
their old friend " Santa Claus" are 
indeed privileged individuals. It is 
difficL1lt to tt:11 how either of these 
deservedly popular serials could be 
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improved, yet the programmes of the 
now volumes promise greater attrac
tions than ever. This remark also 
applies to The Leisure Hour and The 
Sundcty at Elomr, the volumes of which 
have come to hand jnst as we go to 
press. Containing 812 pagfls each, 
with three or four hundred choice 
illustrations, many serial and short 
stories and sketches, and well-written 
narrative, sc:entific, biographical, and 
historical. papers, the volumes are 
cheap at 7 s. 6d. each. 

The Quiver (Cassell and Co.) is 
another storehouse of interest and 
instruction. Old and young can be 
both pleased and profited by the good 
things here provided for week-day and 
Sabbath reading. Mary Spencer 
Warren's illustrated descriptions of 
Sundays with various royal person
ages give the readers a good idea of 
how the day of rest is spent by some 
of the great ones of the earth ; while 
other writers tell, in sympathetic 
style, of earnest Christian work 
among th~ lowly. 

From the Sunday School Union 
comes the new volume of Young 
England. In its eighteenth year, it 
is as vigorous as ever, and full of such 
stories and articles as boys ( and their 
sisters, too) love to read. The younger 
children are furnished with mental 
fa.re, suited to their cape.city, in The 
Child's Own Magazine. Though this 
is the sixty-fourth annual volume, it 
is bright and cheery, like the children 
pictured on the illuminated cover. 

From the same office comes Vol. I. 
of The Home Blessi'.ng, which seeks to 
provide something for each member 
of the family, and succeeds very well 
in doing so. In the "Glimpses of 
Great Preachers," the first i~, CHARLES 
HADDON SPURGEON, of whom" F.W." 
writes in a kindly and appreciative 
manner. The skotch is, however, 
scarcely up to date, for in it we read 
of '' the sermons, which were issued 
weekly, without interval, for thirty
seven years." They have been pub
lished uninterruptedly for nearly 
forty-three years, and we bless G0d 
that there are still sufficient new o:1es 
to last fo!· many more years. 

The Sunrlay School Tear1,er's Pocket 
Book, al.~o issued by the S.S.1..:-., give, 
a mass of inform·~tion likllly to be 
useful to teachers, and includes a 
diary, class-register, a.n<i sufficient 
pages for notes on the Sunday 
morning and afternoon lessons ; we 
wonder how many will need the 
mnruing ones. 

Messrs. Partridge and Co. send us 
the annua.l volumes of The flriti.ih 
Workman, The Band of Hr,pe Revie,,,, 
The Family Friend, The Friendly 
ViBitur, The Children's Frienrl, a.nd 
The Infants' Magazine. The publishers 
deserve to be called "everybody's 
friends," for such seria.ls as these 
must tend to the increase of sobriety, 
thrift, kindness, and true religion in 
the community a.t la.rge. Where all 
are so good, it is needless to mention 
any in pa.rticula.r. Buy them all, a.nd 
give them wherever they will be most 
likely to be useful. 

Hume Words (published at 7, Pater
noster Square), lik:e all the magazines 
edited by R.iv. CHARLES BULLOCK, 
B.D., will find e. special welcome from 
members of the Church of England, 
but will be almost eq11ally appreciated 
by Evangelical N uncc nfvrmists. 

The Queen's Reaolue (" H0me Words" 
offbe) bas attained a circul!ition of a 
quarter of a million. A new and en
larged edition, containing e.n eye
witness's account of the Jubilee 
celebration, is now r~a.dy. 

From the same office is issued, in a 
penny pamphlet, a pa.per by Mr. 
Bullock, entitled, The Press: fu,· good 
orevi:l, in which he says:-'· I should 
like to tell every preacher his sermons 
a.re perfect. But there is a test which 
is easy of application. Y 0u know thnt 
sermons do sell, -sometimes ; and it 
is not the man, but the matter, that 
determines this. Spurgeon', sermons 
were heard by thousttnds, but they 
were read and are still read by mil
lions who never saw the preacher or 
listened to his voice. We nnnot, it is 
true, be Spurgeons in the pulpit, but 
we may try tu imitate him iu the 
l'ress. I often find a g,iod deal I 
cauuot at ,tll ttgre0 with iu the 
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G11ardirrn, but I once read a bit of 
ed,i<'e in its columns worth its weight 
in diemonds. It was a str<>ng and 
indeed urgent recommendation to the 
younger clergy (as if the old onPs 
were not often quite as much in need 
of it) to read and study Spurgeon's 
sermons. I 'll"ish all the clergy would 
do so. I do not mean we should 
imitate Mr. ~purgeon as an orator: 
for trying to he another man is always 
a failure. Let each be himself, by 
being natural ; but let us preach, or 
rather talk (people always listen to us 
when we 'talk,' either with or without 
a MS.)-talk and write the gospel 
message in Spurgeon's style as far as 
we can.'' 

Jiright Eyes (George Stoneman) will 
make many young eyes glisten and 
sparkle with joy; and, better still, its 
lessons are so good and helpful that it 
ought to teach many to find Him who 
is the source of the highest brightness 
and bli8s. 

}fr. John Kensit, 18, Paternoster 
Row, sends us his penny editions of 
Tl,e Pilgrim's Progress and Foxe's 
Book of Martyr.,, together with Bishop 
Ryle ·s tract, What do we owe to the 
Reformatio,, .? Papery completely at 
mria1,ce with tl,c Bible, by Rev. JAMES 
G.!..RD!>"'ER, M.A. ; Gace's Catechisms: 
a,, E.rywsure, by JOHN KENSIT; and 
Tl,e Ritualistic Conspiracy, by A. W. 
BRENES. The last is 3d., ell the others 
one penny each ; the more widely 
such literature can be circulated, the 
better it will be for the Protestant 
cause, and the worse for the great 
Pape.I e.poste.cy. 

We have received No. 1 of The New 
(Jrtl,udo.l'y, edited by Rev ROBERT 
TrcK, B.A. (Elliot Stock.) After 
careful Examination, our verdict is,
(J/d Heterodoxy u·rit large I 

Tl,e _lf,,ssage r,J Reconci/iat£on. By 
CHEYXE BR.A.l.JY. Stirling: Drum
mond's Tract Depot. London : 
Partridge and Co. 

f-rxTY ohort chapters, plainly pointing 
out the way of salvation; on page 6:31 
we han reprinted one of them in the 
hope that those who read it will want 
to buy the book. With an excellent 
l.ikeDebS of the author, and many 

illustrations, it is ohe1tp Rt ls. in li1Up 
cloth. or in extra cloth at ls. <id. It 
would make a priceless present to 
anyone who is asking, "What must I 
do to be saved?'' while ministers 
teacher~, and other Christian worlrnr; 
might find in it many a story which 
they could profitably use in their ser
vice for Christ. 

How the (food News was Received. 
Being the story of the Father and 
the Prodigal. Alfred Holness. 

ANOTHER of the series of sixpenny 
·' Helpful Booklets,'' edited by A.H.G. 
Under the form of a dialogue between 
the prodigal in the far country and a 
friend who knew all about him and the 
home he had left, God's yearning over 
sinners is clearly revealed, and urged 
as the great encouragement to the 
wanderer to return. Such a booklet, 
put into the right hands, ought to be 
truly " helpful." 

We have received from The Christian 
Literature Co., 108, Lothian Road, 
Edinburgh, two packets of assorted 
tracts, 24 for 3d ., or on superior 
paper, for 6d. They a.re rightly 
named, Helps Heavenwards, for they 
contain the gospel, simply but 
strikingly expressed; and they are 
suitable either for enclosure in letters, 
or for distribution among both the 
saved and the unsaved. 

A booklet-Royal Womanhood in 
every Rank, by ALFRED S. DYER, 
post free, l½d., from Dyer "Brother~, 
Paternoster Square,-is worthy of 
being read by every woman in the 
land, from the Queen to the poorest 
of her subjecb. 

Seven Years in Sierra Leone. The 
story of the work of William A. B. 
Johnson. By Rev. A. T. PIERSON, 
D.D. Nisbet and Co. 

MR. JOHNSON was, from 1816 to 1823, 
a missionary in Regent's Town, 
Sierra Leone, as the rep'!'esentative '?£ 
the Church Missionary Society. His 
diary formed the staple of e. me1!1oir, 
which Dr. Pierson has now re-written 
in his own well-known style. The 
" story" was too good to be lost, and 
in the present form it ought to l~ad 
many more volunteers into the foreign 
mission field. 
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Inspiration of the JJib/e. By GORDON 
FoRLONG. C. J. Thynne, "Wycliffe 
House." 

A TREN0IIANT, pithy series of paper~, 
intended to meet the objections of the 
Deist and Agnostic against Bible 
Inspiration. The writer does not try 
to be exhaustive, but suggestive ; 
giving forceful germs of argument, 
which meditation can unfold into 
their proper flower and fruit. We 
shall be rejoiced if this work shall 
convince even one waverer or doubter, 
and we believe it will help many. 
Young believers and students might 
very profitably study this small 
volume, the.t they might be strength
ened age.inst the unbelief so widely 
prevalent to-day. 

Studies of Oharacter from the Old 
Testament. (First Series.) By the 
late Dr. GUTHRIE. Burnet and 
Isbister. 

A CHEAP re-issue--at he.If-a-crown a 
volume,-of works that, in their own 
day, were immensely popular, and 
deservedly so. Dr. Guthrie was, in 
some respects, a master-teacher. He 
knew how to paint a verbal picture as 
few could, and his speech was on fire 
with zeal and oratorical force ; per
vaded, too, with a deep and tender 
love for the Word of God, the living 
Christ, and the souls of men. We 
gladly hail the appearance of this new 
edition of his sermons and addresses, 
and bespeak for them a large sale. 

Saul, the.first King of Israel. By Rev. 
T; KmK. Edinburgh : A. Elliot. 

A WORTHY companion to the author'e 
book on Samson, and this is high 
praise. A solid basis of Scripture 
instruction is first given, and then 
built upon with practical teachings 
and applications to modern life. Not 
a book for other preachers, but a 
pleasant one for the private believer 
who desires Bible teaching in easy 
form. 

Mnrby's Scripture 1l1rinwtls. Ruth, 
Haggai, E~tber. Thomas Murby, 
3, Ludgate Circus Building~, E.C. 

THIS is one of a series of Scripture 
Manuals for the assistance of those 

who are preparing for University anrl 
other examinatioM. It is likely to 
prove very helpful to all Biblical 
students. 

The Cambri'.dye Bible .for &hoo/9 r, 11,rl, 
Colleqes, The P.9alm.9, Books II. 
anrl III. By A. F. KIRKPATRICK, 
D.D. Isaiah. By J. SKIX:N'ER, D.D. 
Joel and A mos. By S. R. DRIVER, 
D.D. Nahum, Habaklwk, ond 
Zephaniah. By A. B. DAVISON, 
LL.D., D.D. Timothy ar,rl 1'itlls, 
By A. E. HUMPHREYS, M.A. Cam
bridge University Press. 

IN this series, the Psalms especially 
have impressed us as a work of vast 
linguistic power and ripe scholarship. 
The translation from the Hebrew is of 
immense value; and the comments, 
while brief, are for the most part 
expository in the best sense of the 
term. We differ from the learned 
writer as to the date and authorship 
of certain of the Psalms, believing 
that sufficient allowance is not made 
for the Messianic element which they 
contain ; at the same time, it ought 
to be said that Dr. Kirkpatrick is 
by no means an extremist in this 
matter. 

But for the concessions to the 
Higher Criticism in the series, there 
would be but small occasion to qualify 
our commendation. As it is, to the 
discriminating student the worth of 
such productions cannot easily be 
told. The volume on Timothy and 
Titus is exceedingly good. 

Saved and Kept. By F. B. MEYER, 
B.A.. Morgan and Scott. 

QUITE iu Mr. Meyer's happiest 
style,-sweet and spiritual,-will be 
helpful to many young believers. 
Whether the form of soul-dedication 
that prefaces the book is wise to use, 
we have our serious doubts: but once 
past that, and you are in those sunny 
dells, where all is green pasture 
and peace. One sentence here is 
suggestive :- " The great use of 
ministers, to many persons, is to serve 
as nurses, perpetually feeding, carry
ing,soothing, or supplying with sweet
meats aud comfort." ·we are afraid 
this is only too true. 
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Tl71e11 n·ere Our Gospels Written ? An 
Argument., br CONSTANTINE Trsorr
ENilORr. Religious Tract Society. 

A Mos_T e_xcellent Primer, conclusively 
esh1bhshmg the antiquity of the 
Gospels, Rnd showing how, "as early 
as the middle of the second century, 
our four Gospels existed in a Syriac 
&nd II Le.tin version." The researches 
of the critical author enable him also 
to affirm with confidence that "by 
the end of the first century, ou~ four 
Gospels were in use in the Church." 
By speci&l pleading, almost anything 
may be proved; but lovers of truth 
citre not for such ingenious or in
genuous twistings of fac's. What 
they desire is historical testimony, and 
the pr_oper recognition of every well
estabhshed fact. In the Primer 
before us, this elect remnant will 
rejoice to find that the fruit of an 
erudite miud is in entire accord with 
their own most cherished beliefs. 

Tl,e I11car1,ate Saviour. .A L1f P, of 
,l,,sus Cl,rist By Rev. W. R. 
~!COLL, M.A., LL.D. New and 
cheaper edition. Edinburgh : , T. 
and T. Clark. 

'l'o say that this is a delightful and 
inspiring book upon a deathless theme, 
is only to give a very partial descrip
tion of its unusual ve.lue and charm. 
To read it, has been an unalloyed 
pleasure, a mental enriching, and we 
be:ieve a permanent profiting. The 
author has used his treasures of 
varied reading to fine account in 
writing these cameo-studies of the 
Great Biography ; but be is never a 
mere reproducer, he has touched all 
with bis own originality and genius. 
All over the pages lie scattered 
luminous suggestions that, to an open
eyed preacher, will surely give birth 
to many sermons ; yet the style is so 
crystal and clear, that the ordinary 
r,-ader cannot miss its manifold 
beauties. 

In its attachment to Evangelical 
truth. and iti; ~turdy, cultured defence 
of tLe old faith, it is radiantly con
~1,ic:uou~, the person of the Lord 
J <-om Christ being everywhere exalted 
with ardent love. Sddom have we 
wet. in modern theology, with any
tLiug so strong and quickening, so 

full of literary skill, and yet 80 
absolutely Scriptural in tone, It is a 
boo_k to read, and read again ; one for 
which we are profoundly grateful. 

The Ambitions of St. Ami. Bv W 
G. HoRDER A.leXRndor and Shep~ 
heard. 

A_ DOOK!--ET that, while useful e.nd 
st11~ulat1ve ~o all rea~e~s, is pre
ennnently smted to Christian b1tsines8 
men. Just the sort to slip .into the 
pocket, and read in the leisure moments 
that come to the busiest; and if read 
and pondered, will surely ennoble 
and bless. The solid teaching is 
wedded to_a poetical style that greatly 
enhances its charm. It lures by its 
dainty setting, and compels thought 
and thus combines pleasure e.nd profit'. 

Statutes and Svngs. By Rev. F. B. 
MEYER, B.A, Nisbet and Co. 

TEN gracious talks,-sermons in em
bryo,-iu Mr. Meyer's distinctive and 
well-known style, making up the first 
of a series of shilling books on " The 
Preachers of To-day." Thue is nothing 
startling, or brilliantly suggestive, 
but much the.t is sweet-, soothing, 
sanctifying; no Luther inspirations 
and half-battles, but many Melancthon 
consolations e.nd tendernesses. Will be 
sure to sell, for its writer's sake, e.nd 
his past reputation in this specie.I 
field, as well as for its own merits. 

Assurance of l.1fe, and other Sermons. 
By Rev. E. A. STUART, M.A. 
Nisbet and Co. 

Srx sermons, bound in a. cloth cover, 
for a shilling ;-another of " The 
Preachers of To-Day" series. Mr. 
Stuart's name is a guarantee of 
thorough loyalty to the gospel of 
God, and the supremacy of Christ; 
but these discourses a.re, we fear, the 
fruit of a tired man's mind and bee.rt. 
They are plain commonplace, without 
a touch of sparkle, and with a sense 
of strain all the way through. The 
eolloquial form of their delivery has 
been retained, and this adds to the 
general impression of platitude. Mr. 
Stuart can do much better, very much 
better than this • it we.s a pity to send 
out these loose talks as specimens of 
bis style of preaching. 
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A N,irrativc of the Life nnrl lnl,rmrs of 
the lrtfo R,,v. Jamc.9 SmWi, nf Tnn
bridge Wells By T. T. BALL. Ely: 
Shelton e.nd Tibbitts. 

THE loving tribute of e.n aged friend, 
who we.s for thirty-five years inti
mately acquainted with the godly, 
earnest minister whose memoir he 
he.s been spa.red to write, although 
he he.d "booked" Mr. Smith to con
duct his own funeral service ! In 
simple, straightforward style, Mr. 
Be.11 tells the story of our brother'11 
early life, conversion, e.nd 111.bour for 
the Lord e.t Ree.eh, Burwell, Red Hill, 
Haddenham, Leeds, e.nd Tunbridge 
Wells. Friends in e.11. these places 
will be interested in reading what is 
here recorded, e.nd especially in Mr. 
Smith'11 own version of his life-story 
e.s related e.t Histon Baptist Chapel 
in 1894. P,istor Charles Spurgeon 
he.s written e. sympathetic preface to 
the volume ; there a.re excellent por
traits of Mr. Smith, e.nd severe.I other 
illustrations, e.nd the book is published 
e.t ls., in pa.per covers, e.nd ls. 6d. in 
cloth. Copies ce.n be obtained of the 
widow, Mrs. Ja.mes Smith, 5, Hanover 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, to whom e.ll 
profits on the work will be given. 
This is a specie.I reason why it should 
have e. wide circulation. 

C. H. Spurgeon's A11tobiography.-In 
T!te British H eekly, of Septtmber 30, seven 
columns were devoted to the publication of 
very full details of the forthcomi11g STAND
ARD LIFE OF MR. SPUl!GEON. The iuter
view, I eaderette, end notes in that widely
circulated paper have helped to increase 
and intensify the former keen anticipation 
concerninl( the Autobio,qrap!ty, and have 
also assisted in makicg it even more com
plete than it would otherwise have been. 
One kind frie11d, on reading Mrs. Spurgeon's 
request for letters of her dear hu,band 
which might be of special end permanent 
interest, forwarded tLe original comn.unica
tion w1itten in Februa1·y, 1853, to Rev. 
Richard Knill, recalling to the veteran 
preacher the memorable conversations in the 
yew arbour at St11m bourne, aud describing 
the influence of tl,e godly n,ini,ter's prayers 
and proph£cy upon tho child iu whom he 
tJok so deep and loving an intere,t. The 
letter is meution£d in Aiemories of S/a111-
bour11e, but Mr. Spurgeon was prnbu.bly not 

The Cltrtfrman's Manur~l. Elliot 
Stock. 

TRUE to its title,-" A concise refer
ence hook for those who have to 
preside at public meetings." If this 
admirable shillingsworth were mas
tered, we should have few of those 
exhibitions of incapable and em
barrassed chairmen that so try the 
patience of e.n audience. Altogether 
excellent in design e.nd effect, we 
warmly commend it to all budding 
chair-takers. 

Memories of a Mistaken L,Je. An 
Autobiography of an Octogenarian 
Actor. Elliot Stock. 

AN intensely-mouxnful narrative, ce.1-
cule.ted to touch sympathy n.nd stir 
commiseration. It would relieve 
the strain of this sad roll of re
miniscence if one could believe that 
the venerable author were even now 
out of the wood, but he does not seem 
yet to have reached the simplicity of 
Christ, or to have found the true balm 
of healing. An ethice.l creed cannot 
save him ; if he would only receive 
the Evangelical Faith of the Churches 
he seem9 to shun, bis captivity might 
yet be tuxned, e.nd the sunset of 
his life be glorious. 

aware that it had been so long preserved. 
Happily, it arrived in time to be included 
in the chapter concerning Mr. Knill's visit 
to Stam bourne in I 84-i. It may be that 
other friends possess early or later epistles, 
penned by the beloved Pastor, which ought 
to appear in his .A utobiogrnpliy. 1f so, 
Mrs. Spurgeon will be glad to receive copies 
of them ; or, if tbe originals are sent, they 
will be copied and returoe<l. at once. Only 
letters of general public importance are 
desired. 

Next month, we hope (n.v.) to give the 
latest information concerning the publica
tion of Vol. I. Meanwhile, we again remind 
our readers that there are to be four large, 
handsome, illustrated volumes, at !0s. 6,1. 
each; but, in order to briug the work within 
the reach of all love1·s of Mr. Spurgeon, it 
has been arranged to issue it also in n10nthly 
shilling puts. Doth volumes and parts can 
be obtained through all booksellers, or of 
tl,e Metropolit,m Tabernacle colporkurs, or 
direct from Messrs Passmore and Alabaster, 



640 

4. P1tternoster Buildinge. London. Ordere 
should be giYen 8.8 ee.rly· ns possible by all 
who desire to secure copies of the first 
edition. The first shilling pa.rt will be pre
sented to each purchaser of The S1'·o,·d a11d 
//11 Trmrd for Janunry, 1~08. which will be 
read-. on December l.'ith. The price of the.t 
one "number of the M1tgazine will be six
penre: nn unprecedented sale is e.nt.icipated, 
80 that, to avoid disnppointment, it should 
be ordered at once. Mesers. Pe.ssmore and 
Alabaster will send the January Swo,·d nrid 
T1·011"d a.nd Part. I. of the Autobioqrrrphy 
post free to any .address at home or a.broad 
for S~d. 

Mr. Spur,qeon's Sr,·mn!,s in Gaelic.
Friends who can read Gaehc, or who la.hour 
amongst those who do so. will be glad to 
know t.hat our good brother Macdougall has 
translated hi~ dear Pastor-President's Ser
mon. "~ o. 2.000: or, Healing by the Stripes 
of Jesus." It makes I G pages, but it is 
issued at one penny. or is. per 100, by Mr. A. 
Sinclair, 47, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, who 
also still has some cop'es of "No. 1,.500; or 
Lifting up the Brazen Serpent," for sale at 
the same price. The co•t of the publication 
of these Sermons is defrayed from Mrs. 
Spurgeon'• "Sermon Translation Fund,'' 
so the.t all copies sold will help to provide 
for the issue of other Sermons. 

.A reader of Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons asks 
us to answer, through the Sword and 
Trou-el, the following q •testion :-

" If a mar, },as been sprinkled, as a be
lieve,:, at tl,c a_qe of 2:5, should he feel it his 
dull/ to wall.· into the icater, trnd be dipped, 
,rlt~n he is an inji,·m man, 61½ years of age .1 

H,- icisl,cd to be dipped; but the clc,·gyman 
ra;sul o~jections,JOr u,a1d of convtnieuce." 

It appears, from the sentences appended 
to the enqniry, that the man's conscience 
has been so far enlightened that" he wtshed 
tu br dipped." Thie makes it very clear 
that he ought to be immereed on profession 
of his faith, in accordance with our Lnrd's 
example and commanl:!. Chrise was "dip
ped " by John the Baptist in the River 
Jordan, sayiDg, "Thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness." Before He as
cended to Hea. ven, He said to His followers, 
"Go ye into a.II the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
and is immersed(· dipped') shall be saved." 
This law of the Lord has never been re
voked, and is tiherefore still binding upon 
the whole Church of Christ. 

" The cle1·gy11wi, raised ohjeclions, for 
u;a11t 1,f co1,venie1,ce." Then let the good 
man consult the nearest Baptist minister ; 
who will. doubtless, render hirn every as
siEtan~ in keepiug his Saviour's command
ment. TLe foct that he wa~ "spri11k/, d, 
rtb a iehn:,-,·, at tlu: r1,r;e uf 2,) 1 " has nothing 
whatever to do with the matter. Our cor
respondent might just as well say that, at 
the •ge of 'l..J. he climbed Mont Blanc, or 
went to confos•ion in the Church of Rome; 

neither of those acts could be n,coepted by 
God as a. substitute for tho immersion of a 
believer1 nor c,m_ "_sprinklin_g ." tnke the 
place ot tho "dtppmg" OUJmned in the 
New Teste.ment. Ae to the worthy frion,l 
being" nn infirm mn11, Gl½ I1rrr1·s of nqe" 
probably every Baptist pastor of 1ni1cl1 e~
perience could tell him of mo.ny feeble folk 
of far greater age1 who have been im~ 
mersed into the 1riune NamA, o.nd who 
have thereby received that" greo.t rewn,rd" 
which always follows obedience to the 
Lord's command. 

On Wedne.,day evening, Octobe,- 6, THE 
"JORN PLOUGHMAN" GOSPEL TEll[FERANCE 
SoCIETY held its first annual public meeting 
in the To.berna.cle, under the presidency of 
Pastor Thomas Spurgeon. Good, stirring 
addresses were delivered by C. E. Trittou, 
Esq., M.P., Pastors W. Stott (Battersea 
Park), and John Wilson (Woolwich). The 
Stockwell Orphanage choir and handbell 
ringers were also present, and their part of 
the programme was much appreciated by 
th~ large gathering. The Report read was 
most_ encouraging, seeing that only eight 
monthly meetings have been held, yet 2i9 
pledges have been taken, and 100 persons 
have been enrolled as members of the 
Society, some very interesting and hopeful 
cases being amongst the number. The 
meeting was a great success, and at its close 
a. number of persons signed the pledge, and 
further mem hers were enrolled in the Gospel 
Temperc1.nce ranks. The meeting was pre
ceded by a tea, carried out under the able 
superintendence of Mrs. Thomas Spurgeon, 
and at which a large number gathered. 

The Society st~s hnpefully on e.n?ther 
year's work in this good cause, and m so 
doing earnestly calls the attention of all 
Tabernacle and other friends to the follow
ing letter on behalf of Gospel Temperance 
work at' the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
written by our late beloved President shortly 
before he was ea.lied home:- . 

"Dear Friend -You a.re earnestly Ill• 

vited to the me~tings of this Society. If 
you are a total abstainer, your kin_d ae
sistance would be gree.tly appreciated, 
especiallv if you become a member. Should 
you not be an abstainer, may we ask yo~ ~o 
consider the matter seriously, wheth~r it 18 
not your duty (pe.rticnle.rly, if a. C~r1st1e.J:1) 
to give up strong drinks, and a.es1st us m 
fighting against the greatest enemy to the 
Church of Christ? Dear friend, we ask 
you for Chriet's sake who gave up all for 
us to give up this ~dulgence; if not for 
yo;_.r own good, yet for the help of_ your 
example to our weaker brethren and sisters. 
You will receive a very hearty welcome at 
our meeting. 

"Yours heartily, 
"(Signed) C. H. SPURGEON." 

N.B.-The meetings are now usuall~ 
held on the flr.,t Wednesday in each month; 
but on Tuesday, November 2, the Gospe 
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Temperance Society le to o.malgamate its 
monthly meeting with a great demonstra
tion to he held in the Tabernacle in 
oonnecUon with the Bo.nd of Hope Union 
Jubilee celeho.tions. 

C0LLEOE.-lt is almost unnecessary to 
mention that our beloved brother, Archibald 
G. Drown, has become pastor of the church 
meeting o.t Chatsworth Roo.d Chapel, West 
Norwood, for neo.rly everybody must know 
tho.t it is so. Rut we heo.rtily congro.tulate 
our Norwood friends, o.nd we pray for the 
richest blessings to rest upon both pastor 
o.nd people. 

Other brethren who have removed re
cently o.re, Mr. T. S. Burros, from Brighton, 
to Driffield o.nd Oro.newick, Yorkshire ; Mr. 
T. D. Field, from Bacup, to West Street, 
Crewe; Mr. Samuel Jones, from Farnworth, 
to Twickenho.m Green o.nd St. Margaret's; 
a.nd Mr. A. Priter, from Preston, to Zion 
Chapel, Cheeham. 

Special notice.-The annuo.l public meet
ing of the Po.store' College will (D.v.) be 
held in the To.berne.cle on Thursday even
ing, November 25, when there will ·be ad
dresses by the tutors o.nd students, and the 
President (Pastor Thomes Spurgeon) hopes 
to deliver e. lecturette entitled, "SLEEP." 
Before the meeting, there will be a public 
tee. in the schoolroom. Will o.ll " our own 
men " be present, if possible, with o.s many 
of their friends as they can induce to ac
compo.ny them to the o.nnual assembly in 
the home of " Our Alma Mater" P 

ORPlliNAOE. - We o.gain remind our 
reo.ders that the next collectors' meeting will 
(D.V,) be held o.t the Orpho.nage on Tuesday 

evenin,'I, November 9, when Joseph Benson, 
Esq., the honorary pastor of the Belle Isle 
Mission, is expected to preside, and Mr. 
Devan I, of the Egyptian Hall, has promised 
to give a. very special exhibition of moving 
photographs. Collecting-cards and boxes 
c,in be obtained of the Secretary, Storkwell 
Orphanage, Clapham Road, London, S.W. 

COLP0RTAOE.-We are glad to be able, 
this month, to record an improvement in 
our General Food, and heartily thank those 
friends who have so kindly responded to our 
appeal ; but, as we are still nearly £-10 
beliind our last year's amount, we sincerely 
trust that all our annual enbscribers will 
repeat their kind gifts of former years, a.nd 
so help us to meet our quarterly accounts 
now due. Collecting-boxes or cards ca.n 
always be had by writing to the Secretary. 

We are sending to our men the new 
volume of our dear President's weekly 
sermons, entitled Light and Love,-an 
admirable series of discourses which only 
require to be read to be enjoyed. We a.II 
need more Light; o.nd the more Love we 
possess, the more like our Saviour we shall 
be. The volume is very suitable for a 
Christmas or birthday gift, a.nd we are 
looking for a large ea.le. 

One of our earnest men is lying seriously 
ill with rheumatic fever. We e.ek the 
united prayers of a.11 on his behalf. 

All communications should be addressed, 
" Secretary," Col portage Association, Pas
tore' College, Temple Str.:et, Southwark. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle :
September 30, ten ; at Haddon Ha.11, 

, September 23, seven. 

§,rntorn' ~ollegt, ~etnrpolitan ijabenrncle. 
Statement of Receipts from September 15th to October 14th, 1897. 

From Baptist Tabernacle, Tunbridge 
Wells, per Pastor W. Usher, M.D .... 

For blessings received from Sermons 
and Books by C. H. Spurgeon 

Stoke Green Chapel, Ipswich, per 
Pastor R. E. Willis 

Mrs. D. E. Gerard ... 
Mr. W. Pitcher ... 
Mr. H. R. Kelsey ... 
Rev. R. J, BeecliJf 
Mrs. Yates .. . 
Mrs. Elgee .. . 

£ s. d. 

8 13 6 

3 0 0 

2 2 0 
0 6 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 6 

Mrs. E. A. Tunbridge ... 
Mr.J. Wilison 
Mr. Hosie ... ... ... ... ... 
Mrs. Edwards, per Mrs. 0. H. Spurgeon 

Weekly OJferings at Met. Tab.:-
Sept. 19 2S 14 6 

odt. 2
~ 2! 1i ; 

10 23 3 6 

§nston' ~ollege !!linniomnu ~$SOdation. 
Statement of Receipts from September 15th to October 14th, 1897, 

"For Christ's sake," per Mrs. C. H. 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
1 10 O 
l o 0 
2 0 0 

78 18 6 

£97 5 6 

£ s. d. 
H.McS. ... 
Mr. J. Billing 
u Jesus only" 
Mrs. Rainbow 

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 lU 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

Spurgeo"' ... 0 5 O 

£2 11 0 
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IDhe jtochwcll ~1·~hanagc. 
Statement of Receipts from Seplcmbe1· 15th to October 14th, 1897, 

Mimon a.t Palmer's Green, per Mr. 
C. P. Ford 

lllr. J. Lloyd .. . 
Mr. W. J. Heath .. . 
Mr. F. Flanders ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miss W. Newman .. 
J. B., StrR.tbavc-n ... . .. 
Collected by Master H. Full 
Mn!. Archib&ld 
Mrs E. Porter 
J.M.F. . .. 
Mn1. Weekly ... 
Collect,,d by :Mrs. De.le ... ... . .. 
A tha.nkoffering from Gt. Ellingha.m 
Mrs. Lewis ... 
Mr. Geo. Fryer ... 
"Old Iron Ta.tenhill" 
Scottish M. D., Burnley 
Auntie, Edinburgh 
Mr. H. B. Ferne ... 
Mr E. Corbett Byrne .. . .. . 
Collected by Mester L. A.. Corblet 
Mr. T. Vincent ... 
Stamps, Beckenham 

~~~nt"i~~11:! 
Mrs. G. J. Otter .. . 
MjgsH&.Sler .. . 
Miss E. Warrington 
Mr. J. Riley ... 
Mr. W. H. Wilcox 
Mr. W.R. M. Glasier 
Mrs. E. W. Dell ... 
Miss Brown... ... ... 
Postal order, Abergaveony 
Mr. James Emeney 
:Miss L. Cordner ... 
Mrs. L. Bibby 
l\Iiss Gregg ... ... 
Sir Ja.mes Colquhoun, Bart. 
Mr. Wm. Appleton 
Mrs. E. Jeffery ... 
W. J. H., Willesden 
Mr. C. Ibberson .. , 
B. M. P. ... .. . 
Mrs. F. Dodwell ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Freestone 
Mrs. Wilkiru! ,n 
Mrs. M. Crose ... ... ... 
Collected by Miss M. Fitzgerald 
Collected by Mrs. Older ... . .. 
Stamps, London, E.C. 
Mr. Vincent ... 
Mr. Robert Cra.fte 
Mrs. Vague .. 
Miss A. Collins 
Mrs Banya.rd ... 
Mrs. D=can 6harp 
Mr. F. Holmes 
Mr. R. Dawson ... 
:Mr. J. A. Dodgson 
Mr. J. E. Perr .. ton 
Miss Mui! 
Mr. F. Dillistone ... 
W1dowAdlem 
Mr. Geo. Wood ... 
Mr. 8. J. lohneon ... 
Mrs. Piokering 
Mrs C. Cla.rk ... . .. 
W. F., Kirkintilloch ... . 
Young Men's Bible-claas, Beiie Isle; 

per Mr. Geo. Evans 
Miss Harris 
Mr. Ja.mes Cla.rk 
MisaE.Grant 

£ e. d. 

0 15 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 4 7 
1 0 0 
0 1 II 
li O 0 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 9 6 
0 6 0 
0 10 0 
0 14 0 
1 0 0 
0 S 0 
0 2 0 
1 5 6 
1 1 0 
0 5 5 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
S O 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 3 
0 1 6 
0 1 6 
6 0 O· 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
o a o 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
0 8 6 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 18 0 
0 1 0 
0 10 O 
2 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 S 8 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 4 0 
0 2 8 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 2 8 

2 0 0 
6 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 

Mr. Samuel Buick 
Mrs. Hicks ... . .. 
A friend of the little ones 
Mr. Gco. Rams&y ,vu.rd .. 
Mr. W. Johnson ... ... 
Mrs. N. Sparrow .. . 
Mrs. Collins ... .. . 
Cnllected by Mrs. Zuber .. . 
Mrs. Richard Roberts .. . 
Mr. E. Reynolds ... .. . 
Collected by Miss L. Collie 
Miss Hewlett ... ... 
Miss B. J oho.stone... .. . . .. 
Mr. Wm. Ward ... .., ... 
Collected by Miss E. Crumpton 
Mr. H. R. Kelsey .. . 
Mrs. J. D. Ridley ... ... ... .. . 
Mr. S. Priddy ... ... ... .. . 
Acre Mill Baptist Y.P.S.O.E., per Miss 

E. Ingha.m ... ... 
Rev. James Sme.lley ... 
Collected by Mise J. Mead 
Mrs. Page ... . .. 
Mr. JamesWilson ... 
Mr. John Marnham 
Mr. a.n:i Mrs. Leader 
Mr. J. Farley ... 
Mr. H. W. Duncan ... 
Collected by Mr. J. Whittaker 
Mr. Lickfold ... ... 

In Wi::\;~drban~! ... J e•.~~ 

InLe~':'.fian~! --~obe_~~ 

Mr. 0. Barfoot ... 
Mr. A. H. Bunney ... 
Mr. Joseph Billing .. . 
Mr. Sa.muel Popplestone .. . 
:Mrs. Yates .. . ... . .. 
Miss E. M. Smith 
E. B. T., Watchet ... 
Mr. W. Beard 
F.W.K ......... . 
Postal order, Weymouth .. 
Miss E. Crace .. . 
Mr. John Ocock .. . 
Sandwich, per Bankers 
Mrs. Elgee ... .. . 

0 

0 

Mrs. A. V. Uridge .. . 
Mr. W. Fischer ... ... ... ... 
A reader of l\Ir. Spurgeon'• Sermons .. 
Collected on Peckha.m Rye, per l\Ir. 

W. J. Williamson 
Mr. P. Mackinnon... ... ... • .. 
Royal Engineers' Charita.hie Fll.lld, per 

Mr. T. W. Pearson ... 
C. B., Ratlurunes, Dublin 
Miss Cook ... .. . 
Mr. Wm. Mingins .. . 

~~!~~t~ b~:1'~ii~'1~~ .. Mr. ·samu~i 
Coxeter ... ... 

Mr. A. C. Johnstone 
Mrs. James Beane.,. 
Mrs. H.J. Ge.rston 
Mr. John Hunt .. 
Mr. G. B. Ve.nheson 
Mrs. J. Ma.rtin 
Mrs. S. Smith 
Mr. J. Olark .. , ... 
Mrs. and Miss F. M. Hay 
Miss Letchworth 
Miss E. A. Tunbridge 
Mr. J. Wickham ... 

£ e. d. 
0 5 O 
0 10 O 
0 2 6 
0 5 O 

10 0 O 
0 10 O 
0 10 O 
0 S 6 

20 0 O 
0 2 6 
0 6 O 
0 1 0 
0 10 o 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
6 5 O 
1 0 0 
0 10 O 

0 5 0 
0 2 6 
5 15 O 
6 0 0 
0 10 0 
6 6 0 
~ 10 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 O 
0 17 0 
0 5 0 

2 2 0 
0 2 0 
1 1 0 
6 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 12 6 
0 10 O 
0 6 0 
0 2 6 
2 10 0 
1 I 0 
0 10 6 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 

3 0 0 
10 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 O 
1 0 0 
0 8 0 

,4 6 0 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 4 1 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 0 
1 0 0 
0 8 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
O 5 0 



C:OLPORTAGE ASSOOIATION, 

E.T ... , 
lllrs. Annis .. ... ... ... ... 
A few friende, per Pastor M. M~t'1ew 
Collected by Mr. and Mrs. l'lecknoe ... 
Mre. H. Keevil ... ... . . . . .. 
Harvest thankegiving service, Stov;-

uple.nd Congregational Church, per 
l\Ir, T. E. Ce.rter ... ... ... 

One of the Lord's servants o.t 

£ e. d. 
O 6 0 
0 6 0 
O 15 0 
0 5 0 

10 0 0 

2 0 

Folkeetone O 2 6 
Mr. P. Ellie... ... ... 1 O O 
Box e.t Orphanage ge.tes .. , O 9 6 
Mr. Alfred Fenrungs ... . .. trio o o 
Mra. Faulconer .. . ... 100 0 O 
'.l'eo.chera and scholars of Weot 

Brampton Railway Mission, per 
Mr. J. W. Gooding . ... ... ... 1 1 0 

Mr. James G. Bellamy .. . 
M . .............. . 
Miss Winckworlh, per F. R. T. 
Collected by Miss F. Palmer ,., 
Mrs. Whatley 
Mrs. Newman 
Mr. John Hosie ... ... 
D. E. L., Mi<Mleabro', per li~: 

F. W. H. Piper ... . .. 
Miss M. E,.trJ 
Mr. Park ... ... . .. 
Miss and Mias M. Sadler 
Mre. Edwards, per Mrs. C. H. 

Ai~:_rf!Ttt."£1 fo~
0 Pe.sto~~• Coiie~e) .. : 

Orphan Boys' card!;J, a.a per second list 
Orphan Girls cards, a.a per second L.,t 

613 

£ •· d. 
.5 0 0 
.) 0 0 
0 .s 0 
0 .] 0 
0 .; 0 
0 7 ~ 
0 10 0 

0 5 0 
I O O 
l I 0 
O 10 0 

2 0 0 
2 0 0 
l 9 O 
2 12 7 

Readers of the "Christian Herald," 
per the "Christian Here.Id'' Com- Meetings by Jfr. Charlesworth and the 
pany (Limited) .. . 

Mrs. Btallwood ... .., 
.A.non., Kings1on Blount ... 
Ste.mps, London, S.W. ... .., 
Collected by Mrs. R. C. Allen ... . .. 
Miss Jones, per Mrs. J. A Spurgeon ... 
Wellinirton Street Baptist Sunday-

schoo1, Luton, per Mr. N. Bigg .. . 
Mr. E. H. Keen ,;, ... ... .. . 
Mr. J. Wilson 

1 B B 
O 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 

1 1 0 
10 0 0 
0 10 6 

Orphanage l'lwir :-
Boxmoor ... ... ... ... . .. 
Orange Street Congregational Cburch, 

Leicester ~quare . .. ... . .. 
Arthur Street, King's Cross ... . .. 
Sale of ProgTammes1 Victoria Road, 

Wandsworth -

12 13 1 

3 l 0 
4 11 7 

1 0 4 

£464 6 El 

Orphan Boga' Collecting-cards (second list) :-Burnett, F., £1 ls.; Tier, C., 2B. ; Mason, E., 60.; 
Total, £1 9s. 

Orphan Girls' Collecti»g,cards (second list) :-Ashton, K., 3s.; Cooke, K., 15s. Id.; Halla, J., 3._; 
Mudge, B., ed.; Mulcock, :M., Se. 6d.; Payne, C., 2s.; Smith, C., £1 Is.; Sharp, M., ls. 6d. Total, 
£2 12s. ;d. 

Lisi of presen!s from Septem&er 15th to Octo&.,. 1411', 1897:-Psovts10>1s :-30 Iba. Beef, 1Ir. T. 
Round i a quantity of Blaokberries, the Misses ,,iseman; 1 New Zealand Sheep, Sir A.. Seale Haslam. 
Proceeas of Harvest Thanksgiving Services :-A quantity of Fruit, Vegetables, &c., Palmer's Green 
Mission, per Mr. C. P. Ford; Green Street Baptist Mission, Orpington; Baptist Chapel, Cheam. per 
Rev. W. J. Potter; The Institute Mission, Borste.l; The Wheatsheaf Hall, S. Lambeth; Chit·eme 
Baptist Chapel, per Mr. F. Maidment; Brabourne, nee.r Ashford, per Pastor F. Cotton; Kingsley, per 
Jllr. James Gabe; Stowupland Congregation.,J Chapel, per Mr. T. E. Carter; Wylye, near Bath, per 
Mr. G. Bl18h. 

Bon' CLo-rnnra:-24 Articles, The Ladies' Working :Meeting, :Metropolitan Tabernacle p•r Mi.ss 
fiimr-,; 1 ~arcel of Worn Clothing, .A.non; _14 Article•, Mrs. _E. J. Walker_; 15 fhirts, Mis, Dawson; 
6 pa.11'11 Knitted Bocks, Mrs. E. Hogg; 5 Shirts, E.T.; 3 Articles, Mrs. Wilson. 

GmLe' ClLoTmN<> :-90 Artiales, The Ladies' Working :Meeting, :Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss 
Higgs; B Garments, Mrs. :M. 0. Sellar; 27 Articles, Mrs. E. J. Walker; 33 Articles, The Cheam 
Baptist Working Society, per Mrs. E. Cox; 68 Artioles, Snmmer Hill Baptist Sunday School, ~rain dee, 
Newport, Mon,, per Miss M. Sturley; 6 pairs Stockings, Mrs. Warriner; 14 Ulsten, Mr, W. J. Lewis; 
19 Articlea, Mn. Wilson; 24 Articles, M:ra. H. Proctor; 15 Articles, Anon. 

GllllllUUL:-4li'ramed Tuts, &o., Miss Dawson; 2 Quilts, Anon, 

~otportage ~$$OCfation. 
8tale111ent of Receipt• fi·om September 16th to Octo581' 14th, 1807. 

Dislrlel Bu&,criptiona :- £ e. d. 
Great Totham, per Pastor H.J. Harvey 10 0 0 
Bellindge, per Mr. H. Rigden... ... 10 0 0 
Fritham, per Mr. R. W. Griffiths ... 11 6 0 
Catford and Forest Hill, per Mr. J. G. 

Priestley... ... ... . .. 
Estover, per Mr. :e:. O. Berpell .. 
Barrow, per Mr, L J. Harwood 
Egham, per Mr. Joseph Corpe ... 
Horae~ll per Mr. Joseph Corpe,., 
Orpin n, per Mr. W. Vinson ... 
Mel.ks am, per .lllre. Keevil .. . ... 
Oree.tBte.ughton, per Pastor W. D. Guy 
lroubridge1 per Mre. G. Maw ... . .. 
t,tow and Aston, per Mr. J. Reynolds 

6 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
11 6 0 
7 10 0 

10 0 0 
10 0 0 

Greenwich. per Pastor C. Spurgeon 
Cowling Hill, per !llr, E. R. Lewis 
Corton, per Mr. Thos. Harris ... 

General Fund:-
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Acldand 
l\Irs. A. Fiddyment 
Miss L. J. Howes ... 
Mrs. D. E. Gerard 
ll1r. Joseph Billing 
Mra. Elgee 
w.s. 

£ •· d. 
10 0 0 
11) u 0 
11 5 0 

£156 5 0 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 6 
0 2 0 



li.J.-4 11EULAH 11APTIST OHAPEL1 11EXHILL•ON·BEA. 

~D,!; 'Whittuck Rabbits ... 
t• ... ... ,, ... 

A friend. per Mr. W. E. Ives ... 
Mrs. Rainbow ... ... ••· 

£ •• d. I £ • d ... 5 5 0 " In loving memory," per Hrs. O. H. • • 
... 0 2 0 Spul'geon ... ... ... .. , ... 60 o o 
• .. 20 0 0 ---
... 100 £8490 

~astorSi' Qiolltgc jodetij oi <fruan9elintn. 
Stateme,it of Receipts f,·o,n Septembe,· 15th to Octobe,· 14tl1, 1897. 

Mrs. D. E. Gerard £ •· d. 
0 S 0 

--

jpmgcon'Si Jund jor 
lord's; 

®cnernt 
ij(Ror1t. 

'mhe in the 

Stateme11t of Receipts f1·om September 15th to October 14th, 1897, 

Mrs. Calder... . .. 
Mr. W. Anderson ... 
H.O.N .... 
A thankoffering 
A.M .... 

Jeulah 

£ s. d. 
6 0 0 
O 10 0 
0 4 0 
0 S 0 
0 6 0 

For translations of sermons:-
1\lrs. Calder ... ... ... ... 
R.O.N. 

£ a, d. 
6 0 0 
0 l 6 

£11 3 6 

~elhill-on- jea. 
Statement of .Receipts ft'om l:,'eptember 15th to October 14th, 1897. 

£ •· d. 
Amount previously acknowleilged ... 2,190 l 1 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Adams, per Pastor 

Levi Palmer 2 2 0 
Mrs. Heath ... 0 10 0 
l\lr. W. K. Finlayson O 10 6 
Mr. F. W. N. Lloyd 25 0 0 
A.M. 010 0 
E. P. ... - ... ... ... 0 2 6 
Mrs. Lewis, per Pastor Thomas Bpnr-

geon ... . .. 
Mr. G. Hutchinson 
Mrs. Earl ... ... 
Mr. J. H. Btare ... 

0 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 10 0 
0 2 6 

The Misses Davis ... ... .. . 
"Perth" (with loving thanka) .. . 
Mr. JamesWilaon.. ... . .. 

Per Pastor J. S. Hockey:
A visitor, per Mr. Thomas 
Miss Arle tt ... 
l\lr. Rich ... 
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Mr. F. W. Weekes asks UB to acknowledge, with best thank•, t-he receipt of !0s.,-from "Lovest 
thou life ! "-for the Pastors' College Missiunary Association, in response to the Pastor's appeal in 
Augu:,t Sword and 1'rowel. 

Special Notice.-Contributiona "For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Foreign 
Translations of C. H. Spurgeon's Sermons, ar.d for Beulah Baptist Chapel, Bezliill-on-Sea, 
sl,ould be sen, to .M1·s. C. H. Spurgeon, " Westwood," lJeutah, Hilt, Upper Norwood, 
London, S.B. 

IJonations for the Pasto1·s' College, the Pasto1·s' College Missionary Association,_ and the 
Co/portage Association, skoutd be addressed to the President, Pastor Thomas ~purgeon, 
c/o the Secretary, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, S.E. 

Contributions and gifts in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Homes should he addreaml to 
Ou President, Paster J. A, Spu,·geon, c/o the Secretary, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham 
Road, London, S. W. 

Chtques and money orders sl,ould be crossed, and made payable to the Preaident of the 
Imtitution for which the donation is intended. IJo,iors are earnestly requested to send their 
full nauies and addressea with thei'I' gifts, and to write to the President if they do not 1·eceive 
an ac/;nou·ted_qment within a week. 
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THE 

jhlorh anb t~t irohnl. 
DECEMBER, 1897. 

mROBABLY, by this time, all readers of T!te Sword and tlte 
Trowel are aware that, during the present month, Messrs. 
Passmore and Alabaster will (n.v.) publish the first 
volume of the eagerly-expected STAND.cl.RD LIFE OF C. H. 
SPURGEON. They will, therefore, welcome the following 

particulars of the Autobiography in which many of them are so deeply 
interested. The great charm of this work, to all who loved and still 
love C. H. Spurgeon, is the fact that, long ago, !te planned it, and, as 
far as he was able, prepared the material for it. In the occasional 
intervals of comparative leisure that he was able to snatch from his 
busy life's labours,-and mainly in the bright sunshine at Mentone,
he recorded many of the principal incidents in his wonderful career. 
As each one was completed, he used joyfully to exclaim, "There's 
another chapter for my Autobiography ; " and had he been spared 
long enough, he would doubtless have given to the church and the 
world a full account of his life as it appeared from his own standpoint. 
As he was "called home" before he could complete this congenial 
task, the arrangement of the abundant autobiographical matter left 
by him, has been. to the compilers a real labour of love. 

With regard to the size and style of the books, it was felt that they 
must be worthy of the beloved Pastor whose life and work they a1·e 
to enshrine, so there are to be four large handsome volumes, of the 

*C.H. Spiw_qeon's .Autobiography. Compiled from his Dio.ry, Letters, and Records, 
by H:Ia WIFE, end his Private Sec1·eto.ry. Vol. I. 1834-1854. 38-! pages, Demy Ho. 
With many IllustrationH, 10s. 6d. Passmore and Alabaster. 
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size known Ris Demy 4 to,-that is, about half as large again each 
way as the pag·es of Tlie S1l'ord and the TI·owel. Friends whose sight 
is at all failing will be glad to know that 

the type used is Pica, as printed in this line ; 

it has been purchased specially for this work. We often hear of 
those -who have read the Sermons and Magazine for thirty years or 
more, so we kuow they are no longer young, and clear bold printing 
will be a boon to them; while others, not so far advanced in life, will 
tind a pleasure in reading such large type. The illuc1trations have 
been specially prepared for the Autobiography, all that had appeared 
before lrn,ing been re-drawn to make a fit accompaniment of the 
letterpress. 8everal are entirely fresh ones, including the exterior 
and interior of the Primitive Methodist Chapel at Colchester, where 
Mr. Spurgeon was converted on January 6, 1850. The first illus
tration is altogether unique, as the following description of it, froi;n 
the pen of Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon, plainly proves:-

" The portrait, which forms the frontispiece to this volume, has 
never before, so far as I know, been published. It was a lover's gift 
to the one who was very soon to become his bride, and I recall how, 
in the glamour of 'love's young dream,' I used to gaze on the sweet 
bo3ish face, and think no angel could look half so lovely ! After
wards, the picture was enshrined in a massive oaken frame, and it 
occupied the place of honour on the walls of the house in the New 
Kent Road, where we began our life's journey together, and founded 
our first home. Many a time, during my husband's long absences, 
when fulfilling his almost ceaseless preaching engagements, has this 
portrait comforted me ; its expression of calm confident faith 
strengthened my heart, and I used to think the upraised finger 
pointed to the source whence I must draw consolation in my loneliness. 

" Something of the same soothing and sacred influence steals over 
me as I look at it now with tear-filled eyes; it speaks to me, even as 
it did in those days of long ago, and it says, ' Do not fear, my 
beloved, God is tak£ng care of us both ; and though we are separated 
for a little while, we shall meet again at home by-and-by ! ' 

"There have been many representations of my dear husband during 
the intervening years ;-the young face changed into that of a strong, 
energetic man, then it grew into the semblance of one who knew 
sorrow and suffering, and again it changed into the grave and noble 
features which we remember best, because his departure has stamped 
them for ever on the tablet of our loving heart. Throughout them 
all can be traced the sweet humility, the gentle kindness, the mighty 
faith in God which characterized his glorious and blameless life ; but 
I think it is reserved to this early portrait to depict the intense love 
and unfailing devotion to his Master which was the secret of his 
power both with God and man." 

V ul. I. of the .A.utob£ography deals with the first twenty years of 
Mr. Spurgeon' s life, and the following " Table of Contents'' will show 
how fully his early and eventful career is described:-
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0, JI, Sl'UROEON'S AUTOBIOGRAPffY. 

INTRODUCTION. 
ANCESTRY AND GENEALOGY. 
HAPPY CHILDHOOD AT i-lrAi.CBOURNE. 
STAllIBOURNE MEETINo-HousE. 
A MEMORABLE VISIT TO STAMBOURNE.-MR. KNILL'S 

PROPHECY. 
INCIDENTS OF HOME AND SCHOOL LIFE. 
MEMORIES OF MAIDSTONE AND NEWMARKET. 
A HoLIDAY PAsTIME.-EssAY ON PoPERY. 
EARLY RELIGIOUS IMPRESSIONS. 
11 THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATIOX," 
THE GREAT CHANGE.-CONVERSION, 
LETTERS TO FATHER A..~D MOTHER, JANUARY TO 

JUNE, 1850. 
DIARY, APRIL TO JUNE, 18,50. 
11 A GooD OoNFESSION.''-BAPTISM. 
EXPERIENCES AETER CONVERSION. 
A DEFENCE OF CALVINISM. 
BEGINNING TO SERVE THE LORD. 
CAMBRIDGE LIFE AND LETTERS, 1850-1851. 
"THE BOY-PREACHER OF THE FENS." 
FIRST OUTLINES OF SERMONS, 1851-18J2. 
THE YouNG SoUL-WINNER AT WATERBEAcrr. 
THE LoRD's HAND BEHIND THE :M.un's M1sTAKE. 
REMINISCENCES AS A V~GE PASTOR. 
MEMORABLE SERVICES AWAY FROM WATERBEACH. 
LATER SERMONETTES. 
GLIMPSES OF EssEX AND CAMBRIDGESHIRE LIFE, 1853. 
THE LAST YEAR AT w ATERBEACH AND CAMBRIDGE. 
DR. RIPPON'S PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER. 
FrnsT SERMONS AT NEW PARK STREET JHAPEL. 
LETTERS CONCERNING SETTLElIB..~T IN LoNDox. 
DIVINE AND HUMAN ORDINATION. 
THE LONG PASTORATE COMMENCED, 1854. 
THE OHoLEII.A. YEAR IN LoxnoN. 

It would need a whole number of the Magazine to give a detailed 
-description of the contents of the volume ; we can only mention a few 
of the interesting items contained in it. The numerous letters of 
Mr. Spurgeon, most of them now published for the first time, TI"ould 
alone suffice to impart to the book a very special character. They 
also aptly illustrate what the dear Pastor himself once wrote:-" A 
man's private letters often let you into the secrets of his heart. Reacl 
Rutherford's letters, and you see the man at once; or those o_f Kirk 
White, or Newton. Aman'swriting-desk should be used to make his 
biography." A very choice chapter is that which makes kno'\"l"n to the 
world the youthful Christian's" Diary, April to June, 1850." Another 
of almost equal interest, though in a different sense, is the specimen 
-0hapter from the prize essay written by the lad of :fifteen, and entitled, 
"Antichrist and her Brood ; or, Popery Unmasked." The three 
-0hapters, "Through much Tribulation," "The Great Change,-
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Conversion," and "Experiences after Conversion," make up a nine
t!'enth century !'dition of John Bunyan's Gmce Abounding to tlie OMef 
<!( Sinners, and go far to explain Mr. Spurgeon's marvellous power, in 
lah>r years, in dealing with persons in all sorts of difficult spiritual 
conditions. The Lord caused him, in his youth, to pass through many 
0:x:periences which enabled him afterwards to sympathize with others 
-who were tried in a somewhat similar fashion. The Diary and letters 
tell much that was previously unknown concerning Mr. Spurgeon's 
work as a tract-distributor and Sunday-school teacher, while "The 
Boy-Preacher of the Fens,'' and "The Young Soul-Winner at Water
heach,'' show him fully engaged in his great life-work as a "good 
minister of Jesus Christ." Under the heading, "The Lord's Hand 
behind the Maid's Mistake," there are printed for the first time Mr. 
Spurgeon's letters to his father concerning the project of sending him 
to College, together with other correspondence, which had a most 
important bearing upon his after career. The volume also contains 
a few specimens of the notes of his early discourses, which he had 
preserved very carefully, together with facsimiles of two of them, and 
of the ornamental title-pages of the first two manuscript books in 
which the outlines were recorded. 

Among the recollections of "Memorable Services away from Water
beach," there are more complete accounts than have ever been published 
before of Mr. Spurgeon's "battle royal" with Mr. Potto Brown, 
•· the miller of Houghton," and of his first and later interviews with 
the quaint old ministn who called him "the sauciest dog that ever 
barked in a pulpit.'' In "The Last Year at Waterbeach and Cam
bridge," there is given Mr. Spurgeon's graphic description of the 
incident in the Cambridge Guildhall, which led to his being invited to 
preach at New Park Street Chapel, while the "Letters concerning 
Settlement in London " are all printed for the first time, with the 
exception of two, and even those have never been given ·quite 
correctly before. The volume closes with the young Pastor's early 
successes at New Park Street, and some of the striking experiences he 
passed through during the cholera visitation in 1854. Necessarily, 
some portions of the Autobiography have appeared before, but a very 
la.rg-e part of it is entirely fresh. 

'\V' e hopP we have said sufficient to make every one of our readers 
exclaim, •· I must have that book," and that others will say, "It is the 
.er_y thing for a Christmas, New Year, or birthday present for So-and
so, who is a great lover of Mr. Spurgeon.'' The price is 10s. 6d., but 
those who cannot afford so much at once can take it in eight monthly 
parts at ls. each. Through the generosity of Messrs. Passmore and 
AlalJaster, the first shilling part, which will be ready on December 15, 
will be issued as a Supplement to The Sword and the Trowel for 
January, 1898. The price of that one number of the Magazine, with 
Part I. of the Autobiograpliy, will be 6d., or they will be sent post-free 
to any address for 8½d- Orders for volumes and parts should be 
gi,en at once; they can be obtained of all booksellers, of the Metro
l-'ulitan Tabernacle colporteurs, or direct from Messrs. Passmore a?d 
AlalJaster, Paternu~ter Buildings, London, who will be glad to appoint. 
agents for the sale of the work all over the world. 



~ns. Qt, I, Jpurgeon's Wt:torh-room. 
" W!tere iR your faith l' "-Luke viii. 25. 

IT was a matter of life or death with these men ! To their dim 
human vision, there were gathered around that ship the materials 

for an awful tragedy! Fierce gusts of stormy wind,-devouring 
waves of the sea,-a frail boat every moment in jeopardy of founder
ing.-paralyzing terror in the hearts of all but one of their number,
and He was asleep! One can imagine the despair and intensity of the 
cry with which they awoke Him, "Master! Master! we perish'. " 
"Then He arose, and rebuked the wind, and the raging of the water: 
and they ceased, and there was a calm." In an instant, the turmoil 
was over, and the danger gone; but we can imagine the grieved look 
-of reproval in the Lord's face as He turns from the cowering 
elements to ask the trembling men at His side the question, " HThere 
is your faith? " " Have the winds scattered it? Has the sea 
swallowed it up? Has your fear utterly swept it away?" 

To us, looking back over the centuries at this incident on the Sea 
of Galilee, it seems incomprehensible that the disciples could be 
afraid of anything while Jesus was with them. We should have thought 
that His personal presence, whether sleeping or waking, would have 
been a perfect security to them against all fear of ill. Had they not 
seen daily manifestal ions 9f His mighty power? Had He not healed 
the sick,-opened blind eyes,-made lame men walk,-multiplied a 
few loaves and fishes to provide food for a great host,-raised the 
dead to life, and done many other wonderful works? After all they 
had seen, and felt, and known of His mighty power in the past, one 
wonders that the present danger should so utterly affright them. The 
reason of this may have been that they did not go to Jesus at once, 
as soon as the gale burst upon them. Perhaps they thought that 
they could manage the boat and weather the storm by their own 
efforts and skill. . It is possible that self-confidence was lurking in 
their hearts, and that the Lord used this perilous position to convince 
them of their absolute helplessness and dependence on Himself for 
everything. 

Ah ! dear friends, does not this teaching come home to our own 
hearts? Do not we behave in precisely similar fashion when placed 
in the same alarming circumstances ? Some great trial or temptation 
bursts like a tempest into the serenity of om· life, and overwhelms 
us with a sense of dauger and distress; we are terrified and trembling, 
we see nothing but. the peril which surrounds us, we struggle against 
the storm as bes1- we can till there is no more endurance in us, and 
then we go to the Master with the bitter cry of those about to perish '. 
Yet, as a matter of fact, He has been with us all the time. Has He 
not promised never to leave us? Is there not always access by faith 
to His gracious presence ? He may be in the hinder part of the s~ip, 
asleep, and apparently oblivious of all that is passing around Him: 
but the pillow beneath His head is His own Omniscience, and, as 
surely as He ruled those winds and waves on Galilee's lake, and reined 
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in the tempest with a word, so certainly doeR Ho manage all the 
affairs of His children, and appoint or permit all that concerns them. 
A sincere and steadfast faith in this blessed fact would keep our minds 
in perfect peace, whatever might befall us; it W(;mld lift us above all 
fear of the perils and storms of life, and hide us as in " the secret of 
His tabernacle.'' 

Dear Master, Thou comest to each one of us with the same question 
ns that which shamed Thy poor timid disciples, '' Where is your faitli?" 
And we are dumb before Thee, Lord, as they were, for we have no 
excuse to offer for our unbelief; we have not even the slight plea 
which they might hnve urged, that they had as yet scarcely realized that 
Thou wert God incarnate, and had asked, wondering among themselves, 
'· "\\liat manner of man is this ? " We know Thee as the once crucified, 
but now risen Lord, to whom all power in Heaven and on earth has 
been given, and Thou mayest well marvel at our unbelief. l::ltrange 
indeed it is that the love of Christ, so boundless and so infinite, 
should be so grudgingly trusted in by those whose only hope lies in 
the fulness and freeness of that love as manifested to them. We do 
not find it difficult to believe and rejoice in the love of a fellow
creature ; but when the fathomless love of God is declared to us, we 
question, and reason, and evade, and calculate, with a stubbornness 
which only too plainly shows the hardness and unbelief of our heart. 
0 beloved, let us cast away from us, with shame and loathing, the 
bonds of this cruel sin of doubting, which grieves our Saviour's tender 
heart, and so shamefully dishonours His love ! His pathetic question, 
" Where is your faith ? " plainly shows that He expects our absolute: 
trust at all times, and that He is disappointed when He fails to find. 
the faith He so much values in His chosen. Blessed Lord Jesus, we 
will " throw the arms of our faith around all that Thou hast told us, 
and love Thee so much that we shall long to have more to believe." 

~ * * * 
The closing months of this year have brought me sore trials of faith 

and patience. Physical weakness and weariness, and the unusual 
mthholding of means to carry on all the service with which the Lord 
has entrusted me, have combined to make my "Work-room" a place 
of watching and waiting rather than of working,-a Bochim, though 
still a Bethel! I have known something of the experience which can 
only be expressed in the apostle Paul's words, "serving the Lord with 
many tears,"-so much of grief and sorrow has mingled with w~at 
used to be the joy and deli~ht of service. I cannot say that my faith 
in my gracious God has failed ; yet my fears have often overwhelmed 
me, even when I clung for dear life to His promises, and knew of a 
certainty that Christ was in my tempest-tossed ship, though, ap
parently, asleep. 

But now, I trust I'' have seen the end of the Lord," and in part, at 
least, have understood His will concerning me; and I have committed 
myself and all that e:oncerns me into His hands, for He "is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy." 

The Book Fund is still feeling the need of a flood-tide of supply, 



MRS. o. n. SPUROEON's WORK-ROO1[. 6,j l 

though some ldnd friends have done what they coulrl t0 le~scn my 
anxiety in this mo,tter, end I have given from my own rPRrmrc~~ all it 
was possible for me to save and spare. The large grantA r,f hooks I 
have been accustomed to make, cost much money; and, hithmto I have 
had the joy of giving "with both hands;" but now I must lr,:sen the 
number of volumes in each grant. and refuse all but the very neerliF,Rt 
applicants till it shall please the Lord to restore to me the power He 
has hitherto given me to bless end relieve His senants. 

Ah! it is at times such as these that I feel most keenly the deRolate
ness of my lonely life. The dear human love, whic:h sheltered and 
solaced me in the by-gone days, is mi~sed so sorely in times of trouble, 
and the "solitary way" seems so rough and hard that I go mourning 
because-

" The tender grace of a day that is dead 
Can never come back to me." 

Yet this very sorrow shall yield a prevailing plea to bring before 
my Gcd, even as by Marah's bitter pool there grew a tree which, at His 
bidding, sweetened all the waters. Since He Himself has taken from 
me my dearest earthly friend and helper, I have a deeper and tenderer 
claim on His love and pity ;-He cannot forget to bind up the wound 
which His own hand has made; He will not leave that heart comfort
less, which has no comfort but in Him! 

My dear readers must not think that all work is suspended during 
this trying time. Some books go out, both from the Book Fund for 
poor ministers, and its "Auxiliary" for poor "locals." But there is 
great sorrow among those who know of my lack of funds. One 
pastor, who lately asked for a grant, and to whom I could only 
promise a small parcel, wrote thus:-" I am very sorry indeed to 
hear that the treasury of your splendid Book Fund, which has helped 
so many, is almost exhausted. Are the so-called 'forward move
ments ' of the Christian Church to-day, monopolizing the generosity 
of God's people ? I am afraid so. But, surely, if these great efforts 
are being financed at the expense of praiseworthy and established 
institutions, which for many years have been doing noble service, 
then the movement is by no means a •forward' one, but just the 
reverse. I do most sincerely pray that the necessary funds may soon 
be forthcoming to enable you to continue that labour of love with 
which your name will always be associated." 

The Pastors' Aid Fund is not, I am thankful to say, so severely 
crippled for want of means as its companion service. Many a timely 
gift of money gladdens a weary mind, and uplifts a sinking heart in 
seasons of deep distress. The Clothin~ Department, tno. is in full 
work; good friends are constantly sending me nice things for the 
pastor's wife and children, and the number of boxes sent out exceeds, 
I believe, that of former years. This iR much to be grRteful for, since 
the help afforded by these gifts causes overflo-wing joy in many a 
pastor's home, 
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_Th,:, '.l'ranslation of my b~loved's ~ermon_s into various languages is 
still gomg on. A second discourse m Gaelic has lately been published 
and a seco~d one ~n Xa.ffi.r is being pr~pared. Concerning this latter: 
th0 followrng notice appeared lately m the Imvo, or, native news
paper:-" In the Swoi·d and Trowel, Mrs. Spurgeon reproduces portions 
of letters from natives of this country, thanking her for the publi
cation, and gratis distribution of one of her husband's Sermons in 
Kaffi.r. We are glad to learn that arrangements are being made for 
the publieation of another on 'Faith.' \Ve pray that these special 
e:ffort1, for the furtherance of the gospel, by placing before our poor 
people the persuasiv,:i words of one of the greatest men of the nine
teenth century, may be richly blessed." 

Sermons in Spanish are appearing in a Mexican paper called La Luz 
( The Light) ; and when a sufficient number have been thus used, they 
will be published in a volume, meeting a great need in that priest
ridden land. Two of the Sermons have also been recently translated 
into Chinese by the son of Pastor T. W. Medhurst, for the use of the 
students in the Gotch Robinson Institute ; while, as I am writing, a 
letter has come from a native student in another part of China, 
enclosing :five shillings for a supply of the Sermons in English. Who 
can tell how much blessing will result from the packet that is now 
on its way to him? 

Space fails me, in this crowded number of the Magazine, to tell of 
other ways where service is still uninterrupted; but I trust I have 
said enough to evoke the sympathy and assistanc'l of all those who 
would be grieved for my grief, were the dear Book Fund to languish 
and die for want of support. 

s. s. 

" ~ur ®um ~en " and thtir ~orlt. 
XL TIII.-P .A.STOR WILLIAM w .A.LKER, OF BISHOP'S STORTFORD. 

BISHOP"S Stortford is a pretty town of over 6,000 inhabitants, 
and -with a history second to none of a similar size. About 

108i, \Villiam the Conqueror gave the town and castle to Maurice, 
the then Bishop of London, and his successors for ever. The 
notorious and. cruel Bishop Bonner had a residence here ; and he 
"mrid,; great use of the prison adjoining the castle, where he kept 
convic~ed Protestants in a deep and dark dungeon." One faithful 
martyr, who ''""as burnt at the stake, is said to have died embracing 
the flames. It seems that, in 1683, no less than 145 Nonconformists 
were summoned to appear before the Archdeacon's Court ;-it is no 
wonder, unJ,;r such circumstances, that the bi~hop-Y had their title 
wedded to the older name of the town derived from a ford over the 
River ,':,'turt .' The prison was pulled down in 164!); but, in 1850, its 
:fouudatirJns were dise;overed, and human bones and Roman coins that 
-were unearthed at the time confirm the fact. It is said that the Rev. 
John Paine, M.A, found0d the Congregational Church here in 1662 ; 
but it dor~s not appear that Baptists had thus formally united until 
1809. Probably, many who held Scriptural views upon.our distinctive 
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rite were :found among the mambers of other churches, even a8 they 
are to-day. The first place of meeting for the Bapti8ts was a room 
in the house of Mr. Thomas Phipp, a barge-owner on the River 8tort. 
As one walks over the bridge from the· railway-station, the site is 
pointed out on the shore of the river; and one can imagine the 
locality being deemed suitable from its proximity to the flowing 
Rtream, where the ordinance of believers' baptism could be performed, 
,as it was in the River Jordan in the days of our Lord, when He was 
immersed by John the Baptizer. Later on, a barn was roughly fitted 
up by the church as a pl11.ce of worship; and evidences of the Divine 
blessing followed till, in 1819, the present building was erected. The 
very next year, the first baptism was performed in the chapel, and 
the first pastor appointed. In 1833, a gallery was added, then the 
place was further enlarged, and a new school-house had soon to be 
built to meet the requirements of the growing work among the young. 
>But there is much work for the Lord yet to be done in the town. Its 
population is increasing; new factories, that will employ numerous 
hands, are to be built; so the Chuxch of Christ must prepare for the 
-emergency if greater results are to be attained, and the Baptists must 
fake their full shart1 in the evangelization of the people. 

WrLLIAX WALKER, the present 
pastor at Bishop's Stortford, 
was born on May 4th, 1867, 
in Nottingham. Having had 
godly parents, the boy grew 
up in an atmosphere per
meated with helpful forces. 
Yet it was not till the advent 
of Pastor H. E. Stone to that 
great Midland town that the 
lad was brought to Christ. 
The powerful preaching of his 
pastor not only won his heart 
for the Savioux; it also inspired 
him to commence work among
the unsaved at once. He was 

·but :fifteen years of age when he first spoke for his Master in lodging
.houses and mission-halls around. At sixteen, he was sent out under 
the La_y Preachers' Association, which is one of the great institutions 
,of Nottingham. At seventeen, he went as a supply to Skegness, a 
rising watering-place on the East Coast. The appointment came as a 
aurp1·ise to the young preacher, for a tailor of Nottingham was to 
have gone; but William ·walker had to go in his stead. Mr. R. 
Hudson wa~ at that time the mainstay of the little cause, as he lent 
the room rent free, and helped in many other ways. After preaching 
several times, our brother was unanimbusly asked by the seventeen 
members to take up the work. He did so; and thus began his 
ministerial life. He had been engaged in the lace trade for which his 
native town is so famous; but a year's pastoral labours made him feel 
the need of further education and training. So, when the ever
beloved Presiden~'s letter reached him, with the message, "Corne to 
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College Se11tember lst," the youthful labourer was filled with gladness. 
How many amongst "Our Our Men" have these red-letter days to 
look h11ck upo!1 ! The dear handwriting came to them as a ~essage 
from Reawn itself; and they felt that a new ern had bf'gun m their 
histcn·~-. The work our brother relinquished has been taken up by 
the Pioneer Mission, founded by Pastor E. A. C11rter; and Pastor G. 
Goodchild is now successfully working among thf\ people of Skegness. 

College days are not ali remarkable, and little need be recorded 
concerning them; but to all true students, they provide a season of 
training without which their after career would lack in a hundred 
ways the essentials of a successful ministry. ""\Vhile in College, Mr. 
Walker was sent- to Yaldiug, in Kent, as student-pastor. There lie
laboured vigorously, and during the summer months joined the band 
of earnest workers connected with the Hop Pickers' Mission. 

On leaving College, Mr. Walker worked for three years in South 
Bermondsey, where a Baptist Church now thrives under the auspices 
of the London Baptist Association. Then followed a period of itiner
ating and supply work in Lincolnshire, which resulted in our friend's 
aprointment to Burgh-le-marsh. Next came a two years' pastorate at 
Holbeach. Both his immediate predecessors there had died of con.
sumiition; hut, like the Christian. heroes who go to the Congo, and 
elsewhere, our brother went in the spirit of fullest devotion to duty. 
Pastor M. Mather settled at Holbeach direct from College; and died 
after a short but successful ministry there. His successor, Pastor 
J. C. Travers, succumbed at the end of two years. Yet William 
Walker courageously filled the gap left vacant in God's army, and 
fought bravely for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The call from Bishop's Stortford came to him in 1893. He believed· 
there was thus set before him an open door to greater usefulness, and 
therefore he'· was not disobedient to the heavenly vision." During the 
four Jears that have elapsed, the membership has risen from 68 to 120, 
after all deductions have been made for deaths and dismissals. The 
congregation bas greatly increased, and our brother's preaching is. 
evidently valued by his hearers. The sitting accommodation. is over
taxed alread.r, and special meetings have to be held in the Public Hall, 
which seats 1,000 persons. During Mr. Walker's first eighteen months' 
labour, a new Mission Hall in connection with the church, and costing 
some £2UO, was built at Farnham. The Pastor has around him a 
band uf williug w01·kers and zealous helpers, and there are abundant 
proofs that the officers and members of the church cling to the 
old g·ospel, and labour to publish it abroad. They are alive to the 
needs of the neighbourhood because they hear the cry from 
heathen lands. The larger includes the less ; and men and women, 
whose sympathies are world-wide, are sure to be zealous in good work 
at home. There is, therefore, nothing wonderful in the fact that 
Mr. Walker has found himself compelled to face the question of pro
viding more accommodation for his hearers. A Building Fund has 
been started, to which £220 bas been already given. The church has 
resolved to build on the present site, which is freehold, pulling down 
the present chapel, and using as much as possible of the old materials. 
in. the new structure. It is intended that tho new chapel shall be a 
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plain substantial building,-the peoplo being too poor to go in for 
elaborate ornam€ntation. It is to he mado to scat a mixed congrogn
tion of at least oOO people. The probahl'l cost will be nearly £1,200; 
that is, after ,giving the huilder tho materials in thA olrl premise~. 
The church does not, however. intend to begin building operation~ 
until there is at least £,,oo in the bank, and much outside he'Ip will 
have to be obtained in order to raise this amount. Contributions will 
be gratefully received by Pastor W. Walker, l'ortland Road, Bishop's 
Stortford. Pastor John Wilson, of Woolwich, writing concerning thA 
work, says:-" I predict great things £or Bishop's Stortford through 
the ministry cif Mr. Walker." Pastor H. E. Stone, of St. John's 
Wood, is in hearty sympathy with the cause now carried on by one of 
his own sons in the faith; and the writer of this sketch joins with all 
who know the work in pleading for special and speedy responses to 
the appeal for funds. Hanging over the mantelpiece in the vestry 
is an excellent portrait of our dear glorified President, and one feeh 
as though, were he there to speak, we should hear him say, in his 
well-remembered cheery tones, " Well done, Brother Walker! Go 
ahead! You have my best wishes, and I heartily commend you to all who 
are able to help you in your heavy undertakz"ng." 

ROBERT SP"CRGEO::,,. 

@;he tJastor' s i age. 
BY THOMAS SPURGEON. 

"THE HEAVENLY VISION." 

( SERMON PREACHED AT THE CLOSE OF THE TE:NTH COXFEREXCE OF THE 

PASTORS' COLLEGE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION, llIAY 1TH, 1897.) 
".And the LoRD answered me, and said, Wri"te the vi-Yion, and make it 

plain upon table,~, that he may run that readeth it."-Habakkuk ii. :2. 

( Concluded from page 612.) 

I HAVE spoken concerning the subject of the writing; now, what 
is to be the style of the writing? Our text says, very distinctly, 

"make it plain upon tables ; " even as God said to Moses, "Thou 
shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law plainly." The 
word really means, to explain or to engrave. I think I hear the littlo 
children say, " Make it plain ! Make it plain ! " I think I hear the 
poor folk say," Do make it plain, else we shall miss the blessing." 
And those who are learned in the things of earth, when once their 
hearts are touched, will be as ready as any in saying, "Oh ! make it 
plain," for these things are spiritually discerned. 

" Tell me the story simply, 
As to a little child, 

For I am weak aud weary, 
And helpless and defiled.'' 

If you can use a short word instead of that half-crown one, do so by 
all means; it will be cheaper, and better in every way. Ormi.rnental 
writing ma)' have its charms to some eyes, but I confess that I like 
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plain <'Opper-plate writing far better. I. remember carrying to my 
wT1tmg-master at school a cop~·-book winch was embellished after a 
most rc,markablC' fashion, for there were curls, nud twists, and 
flourishC's of a very extraordina.ry kind. Our master had a way of 
correcting our writing, not by speaking to us, but by putting his pencil 
hroadly and deeply through everything of which he did not approve. 
When I got my book back, it was a work of art! Let us write as 
.plainly as ever we can. Some speak after such a fashion that I wonder 
wheth<>r they understand their own words, just as there are some who 
write so indistinctly that they are puzzled when they !l,ttempt to de
cipher their own writing. I remember one eloquent brother, whose 
favourite text was, "The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree.'' 
Yes, but how does the palm tree flourish? With its head in the fire, 
and its feet in the water, silently it springs, and spreads its branches, 
and bears its fruit. When the poet wanted an illustration of how the 
temple was reared, without sound of workman's tool upon it, he turned 
instincti,ely to the palm tree, and wrote,-

" Like some tall pa.Im, the stately fa.brio grew." 

Brethren, if you must flourish, flourish like the palm tree ; but let 
your preaching always be as plain as possible. Stick to Baxter's 
three R's,-Ruin, Redemption, Regeneration. Abide by the A BC 
of the gospel,-A, for Attend to it ; B, for Believe it; C, for Con
fession unto salvation. "Beauty unadorned is adorned the most;" 
and there is nothing more beautiful than the cross of Christ,-do not 
tr, to adorn it. 

·During the Conference, I received a letter from a friend informing 
me that a dear one had been called into the glory ; and down in the 
corner of the page I noticed these two words,-" No flower&." He 
had a right to ask, if he desired it, that there should be no expression 
of sympathy in the form of wreaths. In the matter of preaching, 
this must be the rule, brethren, "No flowers! No flowers!'' Speak 
of the Incarnation plainly, till it is as clear as wo.s the midnight sky 
above Bethlehern's manger, and as sweet as was the angels' song. 
Speak of Calvary so plainly that salvation by sacrifice shall be as 
evident as the cross itself was standing out upon the hill of Golgotha, 
in bold relief before the sky. Speak of Substitution so plainly that it 
shall iJe as visible as blood-stain is. Pardon so homely an illustration; 
'but I notice that they paint the pillar-boxes red, and the fire-stations 
red, bec;ause they cannot find anything to attract the eye so quickly 
as this blood red hue. Make your preaching of Christ and His cross 
thus plain, that none may miss it. And let your testimony as to the 
Rewrre('tion 1e as manifest ai; was that stone that was rolled away 
from the mrrnth of the sepulchre. "When they looked, they saw 
that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great; '' and on the 
stoue sat the augeL more bright than aught of earth, and to the 
trern !,ling women he said," He ji,; not h.,re: for He is risen, as He said." 

\\-Lile ,~e are making the vision plain, let us take care that we 
•JUnrcelvr--s au, out of sila;'ht; the vision will be much plainer if we are 
iu tin 1,tttk;eround. I &aid to a friend, the other da,v "Do you hear 
that ~kylark r,iugiug a,rny up youder in the air?'' We looked up to 
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discover him, but in vain ; so I sai<l, "What mat.ters it 80 long aA we 
can hear his melodious tune ? " Although, brethren, you Ring as 
sweetly as the skylark,-and our song is sweeter than the notes of 
any bird,-what matters it if the people do not see you so long aE
they hear the music of your message from the Master ? 

Next, let me speak of tlie po~ition of the writing. It is to be very 
plainly exhibited; it must be prominently fixed in some puhlic place 
where all can see it. If I mistake not, the prophets of old time used 
to affix these written messages to the temple, the houl'!e of God. That 
is our opportunity-perhaps, the best we have,-of writing the vision. 
At our churches and our chapels, our meeting-houses and our school
rooms, we must post up this announcement, and exhibit this writing. 
See that your preaching is always about '' the vision." There are 
plenty of people to descant upon "the sagacity of the lobster," and 
kindred topics; but as for us, Christ, Obrist, Christ and Him crucified, 
is our only and sufficient theme. When the people, whose callous 
hearts are untouched, say that it is "the same old stuff," we feel 
complimented, though they intended only complaint. 

The writing used to be affixed to the wall of the market-place as 
well as to the temple. So, brethren, out in the open-air proclaim the 
Word of life, and in your every-day dealings live as well as preach 
the gospel. The servants of Christ, you know, are never off duty. 

Sometimes, no doubt, the prophet's message was affixed to his own 
house,- that is, when he happened to possess one. Each one of us 
has his measure of home influence and power in private to guide and 
benefit others. Oh, let us see to it that the message of the life always 
corresponds with the message of the lips! Suppose the prophet had 
posted one message on the temple wall and quite a different one on 
the portico of his own premises, he would have been at once voted an 
impostor and a sham. We are God's advertisements. Oh, let us 
take care that, in every place, the advertisements answer the one to 
the other, till in letters of light the story of love shines forth! "If a 
man's life be lightning, his words are thunders;" but not else. 

I suppose you are well aware that, if a statue is to be erected upon 
a pedestal, it has to be made proportionately larger than if it were to 
stand upon the floor. If it is to be exalted to a considerable height, 
it will have to be a great deal more than life-size ; otherwise, it will 
look like the presentment of a pigmy or a dwarf rather than of a full
grown man. It is for you and me, each in our sphere, raised as we 
are above our fellows, to seek to be bigger and better than ordinary 
men who stand, as it were, upon the ground. 

So the writing is fixed to temple door, and market cross, and 
prophet's house. 

III. Then comes the RE.lllING : "that he may run that readeth it." 
This, indeed, is for our hearers ; and we preach in vain unless they 
hear the message. However legibly it is written, it will not profit 
them unless they read it. 

Some, alas! turn away from it as soon as they see there is writing 
there, just as those, who have made up their mind to go across for
bidden ground, are careful not to see the notice,-" TRESPASSERS WILL 

DE PROSECUTED. BY ORDER, 
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1Tn1 tr11 to erase the writing, and by prejudice and unbelief 
the pe~knife of J ehoia kim, or fling· the message u 110n the 

OthC'rs th<'re are who _qive only a casual glance to the writing. That 
is bl'~ter than not loo½ing at it ~t all, but _it is not n running glance 
that 1s needed. The idea of this passage 1s, not that the runner reads 
but that the reader runs. The reading must not be of a transient 
order: it must be an eager scrutiny. If the writing was worth wait
ing for on the part of the prophet, it was worth standing for on the 
part of the people. I could wish that our congregations more often 
listened with this earnest attention, and that in their note-books they 
mig·ht transcribe some of the address with swiftly-running pen. I 
ba,se this desire upon my own experience, for as a little lad I was 
trained and encouraged to reproduce dear father's Sermons in yonder 
house of prayer, and though I have lost much that was in the note
books that I filled in those early days, I have not lost all the blessing 
that then came to me through thus attending to the words of the 
Lord's honoured servant. Oh, for fewer butterflies, and for more 
bees,-bees that will hang sucking on the flower-cup, and never 
rest until their thighs are laden with the precious pollen! 

Some peruse and ponder the message which God gives us to reproduce. 
Oh, that their number might be increased a thousand-fold! We are 
often reminded about the awful responsibility of those who preach 
the gospel,-! do not think we can feel that too much ;-but, oh! 
there is an awful responsibility resting also upon those who hear the 
gospel. George Fox, before he passed away, exclaimed, " I am 
clear! I am clear! " I wonder if all George Fox's hearers could 
have said the same. Oh, that, if we take pains to write the message, 
the Holy Ghost may incline the people to take earnest heed to read 
the writing! 

IV. Then comes the RmrnTNG, for this is the ultimate design and 
end of all: "that he may run that readeth it." 

Part of our message is a warning, and those who heed it run, for 
they believe what we tell them, and flee from the wrath to come. 
Vinen we cry, "Beware of the dog of hell," they give heed to the 
admonition, and escape for their lives. See, then, brethren, the need 
of plainness. If there had been any doubt about the angels' message, 
even Lot himself might have tarried too late in the doomed city ; 
but the word was plain, and with the word was the pressure of the 
angels' hands upon the wrists of those they would fain deliver. Oh, 
that our people might know that we love them, and that we are not 
preaching the doctrines of wrath because they give us any pleasure, 
but because we desire, as God desires, that all should turn unto Him, 
and live! I have heard of one who, walking over a canal bridge, was 
horrified to see a woman rushing towards him clothed in flame, for 
her dress had taken fire. Thank God for his presence of mind, for, 
instead of running from her in a fright, he ran to her, flung his arms 
around her, dragged her to the crown of the arch, and then himself, 
with her ernbraced within his saving arms, plunged headlong into the 
canal, and so extinguished the flames. Oh, that we, in some such 
fashion, could identify ourselves with those who, alas ! are doomed, 
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and must be damned, unless they are soon saved! Oh, to snA,tch them 
from the burning! Brethren, I do believe they will run from dan"'er 
if we do our part in warning them; we shall see them hastnning, ~ot 
in ones and twos rnorely, but in scores and crowds, fleeing from the 
City of Destruction, crying, " Life ! Life ! Eternal life ! " 

Running also means, obeying t!te go.1pel. Part of that command is, 
"Repent;" and another part is, ''Believe;'' and a third message is, 
"Be baptized;" and a fourth enjoins membership ; and a fifth orders 
service. "I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision." It was 
written plainly, and when I read it, I ran. "But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel." 

Does not running also mean re.foicing '.i' And who should rejoice 
like those who have been pardoned ? If the message that I read so 
plainly is a proclamation from the King, whose laws I have trans
gressed, that He in His exceeding love has pardoned me, I will stay 
and read it ; but, as soon as I have read it, and received it, my feet 
will be like hinds' feet. I must run, for I want to climb the belfry 
stairs that I may ring the bells. I will hie me to the flag-locker, and 
bring out all the bunting I can find, for the gladdest day in all my 
life has come now that I have read the message that proclaims my 
pardon. The dog with his chain off careers round and round, his 
joy knows no measure, for he is at liberty; and we who are set free 
by Christ ought to have glad hearts, bright eyes, and happy faces. 
They said of holy Koble that his face was like an illuminated clock. 
·Oh, to have a sacred light within, so that, even if the dial be some
times weatherbeaten, or, may-be, tear-stained, the inward brightness 
is still perceptible ! 

And then, last of all, running surely means, announcing, passing on 
to others what I have read. Why should I keep it to myself? The 
<:ommand to me, as to the man in our Saviour's day, is, "Go home to 
thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee." Converts should be converters, every one of them; there 
ought to be amongst them a holy emulation. a sacred rivalry, as to 
which can be first in telling out what God has revealed to them. We 
read that "Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi;" and it is written of Peter and John that they raced to the 
sepulchre : " they ran both together : and the other disciple did 
outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre." Oh, for swift feet to 
carry the tidings of salvation, and to do the bidding of our blessed 
Lord ! I£ the hand of God is upon us, we shall be stirred into 
unusual activity. I am not at all sure that Elijah was an athlete 
naturally; but, when the hand of the Lord was on him, "he girded 
up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel." 

A few Lord's-days back, I ventured, in yonder pulpit, to urge some 
of my hearers to begin to run in the way of God's commandments, 
and I went a little out of my ordinary track by using such an illus
tration as this:-" We are starting a race this morning; come all of 
you who have it in your hearts to begin to run towards God. Listen 
to me now. Stand ready for the signal." I cannot exactly remember 
the words I used, but I have good reason to rejoice that I did use the 
metaphor, for God blessed it to the salvation of some souls. I told 
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them of the prize that was sl?t before them, I pointed them to the
cloud of witnesses that held them in full survey, I bade them, £or 
their own sakeio, and for their loved one11' sakes, to begin to live for 
God, and then at last, I cried, " Are you ready? Are you ready?" 
And presently, so to speak, the flag fell, and I exclaimed, "Go! In 
the name of the Lord, go!" Only a few days later, one dear friend 
wrote to me, and said, "I could not stand the falling of that flag, and 
the saying, • In the name of the Lord, go! ' Pray for me. for I have 
b~gun to nm in the way of God's commandments." Dear brethren, 
Will you try to start some next Sunday? You need not use that 
m1>taphor; but you may, by God's grace, ~et some of your hearers 
speeding towards Heaven. , 

But what about ourselves? We have been see'ing the vision,-or 
-we think we have ; and writing it -with some delight. We have even 
seen others run when they have read our writing, or heard our setting 
forth of gospel truth. What if, having preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway? 0 Lord, forbid! And lest it should be so, I 
look at the vision again as God has written it in this blessed Book, so 
plainly that the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err therein; 
and I. for myself, believe that God so loved the world that He gave 
His Son to drink the cup of wrath, and Jesus says He will cast out 
none who come to Him by faith. 0 Lord Jesus, whether I have come 
before, or not, I will come now! Receive me, for Thy mercy's sake ! 
Amen. 

BY H. T. S., AUTHOR OF "THE MARCH OF THE MONTHS," ETC., ETC. 

XIL-" PILGRIMS OF THE NIGHT." 

'IX T IXTER is in one of his wild moods, like a choleric old gentleman 
l' l bouncing about and raging at everybody. At such a time, to 

sit in Jour slippers, by a cheery fire, after a drive, or a splashy 
walk from the railway station, is to make your own terms with the 
storm. Dear Rachel knows that there is a committee meeting at 
West End at eight, so she has tied her hair with a bright bit of ribbon, 
she is wearing a new waist-belt, and such a dainty blouse, 
and she has put extra butter on the toast. All these are lures, 
John, so that you ehall presently say, " What a night it is ! 
I don't think it will do my cold any good to go out. Hark ! 
how the wind roars in the chimney! That's rain! There will be no 
one at West End, except Scurry, the secretary. Poor fell~w_!" 
Rachel laughs little laughs,-rippling tinklings, and her kmttmg 
needles dance, and a pretty foot almost touches the two canoes stuck 
up on end with their keels to the grate. Then you lean forward, and 
use the poker-on the fire. Up start the sparks. " Dear me, I never 
saw Rachel with a finer colour! I shall stay at home,-and, perhaps, 
sleep." 

It is later on. " I think I must have dozed. Wonder whether it 
rains. Will have a look. No, the stars are out. Will just walk 
down to the corner, and ask the sergeant what he thinks of the weather. 
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Know their beats as well as a burglar does. Al ways by the end of 
our road at half-past nine, Won't be long. Keep the fire going! " 
. We will walk to the corner with you, and further by ourselves, 
perhaps. 

The wind is still high. The night is light and strange, as if the 
powers of the air, in mystic raiment, were riding by on the wing~d 
horses of the storm. The light is not that of a struggling dawn, nor 
of clear starlight, but of a speeding current, moving far faster above 
than below. Away in the South-east, a strange aurora shoots towards 
the zenith, the mirror of a mighty city's million lights. We stand in 
the shadow, and look towards this trembling sheet of lambent air, 
and pictures come and go ;-the West, as the clock nears ten, Picca
dilly, the Circus, the Haymarket, Charing Cross,-dull dead streets 
off the Strand, with drenched women here and there wearily slouching 
or crouching, their arms a child's bed, their damp shawl its coverlet. 
Boys crying the latest •' speshul ''; girls with "lights" ; women with 
flowers, and other women in feathers, and yet other women still in 
shining raiment. The deserted City ; its business courts echoing to the 
footsteps of the late workers ; its storied offices shut, silent, with only 
here and there a window showing signs of life, The "Near East"
with its motley throng; streets which the cautious never enter ;-the 
drunken brawl, the night-market,-more night-markets than one,
some that shall be nameless. Further East-squalid, monotonous, 
ill-lit, ill-paved, dirty ;-the coster barrow with the " sticks" on it ;
·one-room life,-the "shake-down,"-the clothes-line,-what a farce! 
-the work,-no farce that ;-the children-what a tragedy !-the 
i!Upper,-" fresh herrings, my dear,"-what a comedy! The streets
a community of "flitters." The roads out and in,-spectral, funereal 
under the lurid heavens with "pilgrims of the night.'' Again West,
the river; the lights of Westminster; a police-boat shooting an arch; 
the lap of the tide running out, many things going with it; -a 
woman's form which, a minute ago, stood in despair upon the step,: a 
man who missed his footing from barge to barge, and struck his head 
in going down; a dead baby which a girl has dropped furtively over a 
parapet,-and the lights on the Embankment blinking and ogling 
meanwhile, like the daft when entrusted with a secret, or like church 
gargoyles on a wet day. The pictures come and go,-dissolving-views 
upon the canvas of the sky. 

But a measured tread breaks the spell, and soon we start on a fresh 
track. We lurk still in the shadow, though one is coming whose duty 
it will be to throw light upon us. Behold, we are illuminated at the 
public expense! Having surrounded us for once in our lives with a 
halo of glory, and having also bestowed upon us the equivocal recog
nition which proves that , we are "known to the police," the 
representative of the force we usually abuse so roundly gives us his 
opinion of the weather, and then tramps on into the gloom, a veritable 
"pilgrim of the night." 

The dark hours of Winter in the furthermost suburbs are chilling 
·to more things thau the imagination. None know this better than the 

41 
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outer divisions of the Metro1)01itan force. They line the leading 
thoroughfares on gala days; and, at night, trudge along the dark 
muddy roads of the country districts which fringe tho great capital. 
Past the pri,-ate residences of city princes, but past also lonely farm
yards fr~m whe~ce the cock gives his ominous midnight crow; along 
lanes skirted ,nth common laud where the white ass brays his com
plaint : by darkened fields, with horses grouped like a midnight meet
ing of conspirators; to the turning where the steeple rises black against. 
the dark grey sky, and by the lich-gate where the roads meet, and 
where the living pass the dead both by day and by night. • 

·what the solitary policeman finds to think about as he tramps his 
beat on dark nights, would be too curious a question to be answered. 
More than once, returning from country engagements, we have been 
taken into friendly custody, and have been pleased to :find, not only 
trained intelligence, but evidence of genuine piety in the conversation of 
our companion. 

The high road coming round by the churchyard wall, and running 
South-east, is a great artery of traffic. In the day, it throbs with life. 
It is getting late now, but the sky is still lured with "the lights of 
Loudon.'' This glow in the far heavens has a wonderful way of 
creating shadows,· and baffling the wayfarer with strange shapes. 
Many a familiar object looks portentously large, with the dull red sky 
for a background. Earlier in the evening, while trade and pleasure
are in full f'wing, the reflection in the sky turns almost white; but, 
hours after, as Frnn the restless City sinks into an uneasy sleep, the-
1orizon glows, like to the sullen embers of a low :fire. 

In the e.ening hours, along this high road, hay and straw carts 
rumble, mo,ing ever onward towards the :fires of the great volcano. 
Top-heaYy waggons, a lumbering procession taking up most of the 
road, on they go, with carters deaf to everything but the ci·eaking of 
their own wheds, and often asleep withal,-a nightmare to other 
tra.ellers on the Queen's highway. At intervals, the wains pull up at 
some special road-side 1esort, where the horses refresh themselves on 
Temperam,e principles, while their drivers, at the bar near by, swallow 
what suits tLeir taste. Yery old are some of these wayside inns, with 
their great kitc-heus and wide. :fireplaces, around which often gather 
and gossip bOllle very queer "pilgrims of the night." Life on the 
road is rough, and oaths are the vernacular of conversation. "It is hard 
to be a Christian on this road," said a carter once to the writer ; yet 
there are ~ullle traYellers by compulsion to the modern Sardis who, in 
their soul-lifo, are pilgrims to a very different City. 

Down this highway, as the twilight deepens into night, working
men tread slowly homeward. There is something heart-moving in 
this return. Covered with the dust of the day, they troop along, the 
food-basket slung at their back, and half of them smoking short black 
pipes,-the British workman's pocket god. AB they enter the town, 
there soon 00I1Jes a parting of the ways, and without any ceremony of 
leave-takiIJg, 0ne I1Jan after another strides off into his own side street. 
It were idle to i;pP.culate what they will see when they lift the latch of 
their c0tt!:lge l'erhaps, a sic,k child; it may be the wife and mother, 
propped up by pillows, down for the first time; possibly, a long-
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absent son sitting by the fire. vVho kaows? Yet this kind of 
revelation goes on every night in multitude1,1 of homeB. 

Along a little court, there tramp in the dusk several of these 
"pilgrims" home. They pass close to the windows, anrl awaken heavy 
echoes in the Iow-ceiled rooms. A man, seated in one of these, lifts 
his almost blind eyes in the direction of the window. He stills wears 
a workman's cap, and his clothes ·are those of a mechanic; but one 
sleeve of his jacket hangs loosely, fastened across his breast only hy 
a few stitches. The eyes search in a vague way, as if the numbed 
nerves were trying in vain to grasp something. 'fhe one hand on the 
table twitches, and paralysed lips try to speak. They would tell you 
that he was a fine strong fellow once, and that about this time he used 
to come home. But, one night, the. other men tramped by without 
him. Then came the news that he lay near the scene of his work, 
torn and bleeding. His wife left the little cottage, and hurried along 
the <lark roads to the village where her husband hovered between 
life and death. Ile was carried home at last, shorn of a limb, an,l 
with nerves hopelessly shattered. Now he and his mate sit in the 
evening,-she plying her needle, and he listening for the footfalls of 
the men as they come home from work. 

Hundreds of travellers pass within a stone's throw of this little 
court, far into the night. Close by slopes a steep railway cutting. 
The dwellers in the yard are used to mild earthquakes. Nothing of 
the heavy traffic can be seen from the doorsteps. A. little further on, 
a bridge spans the road. Let us be there when the night darkens, and 
the signals at the great Junction, a mile off, flash out. The air is very 
still; we can catch the subdued hum of the distant town. In such an 
atmosphere, the trains can be heard for miles. You can see the red light 
tw·n to white, and in a minute you hear the far-away rumble 'l"l'hich 
rises and dies down again, then roars nearer, and, at last, as a surprise, 
there rushes through the cutting a panting, fiery furnace, a wmet 
with a tail made up of lighted carriages. So, with its freight of 
human life, the express whirls along full of "pilgrims of the night." 

It is an awe-inspiring sight to stand on the same bridge 'l"l'hen a 
thick fog envelopes everything. No lights shine. All is uncertain 
yellow haze in the direction of the Junction. You hear the pant of 
the approaching mail. A great red eye bears down upon you through 
the fog, a sheet of flame streams beneath. In a second, the fog-guns go 
off. The mail has passed the distance signals. What trust in a human 
providence all this means! But in the grey morning, far a'l"l'ay, the fiery 
thing carried into the terminus something beside its living load. 
Wedged behind the lights, the severed head of some poor stray had 
travelled through the night! 

Feathered pilgrims, coming far, sail through the dark. Flocks of 
migratory birds fly overhead at night to their winter trysting-plar.es. 
Our aquatic birds come thus; and if you care to take up vantage 
ground, and watch with trained ear, you will be rewarded 'l"l'ith 
strange sounds,-and sights, too, if the eye cau carry as far,-cowing 
from these flying squadrons of the sky's highway. . . 

But below, among the haunts of men, the pathos of the mght 1s 
deepest. The doctor riding his horse into the village at midnight;-
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the ward sister going her rounds when the lights are low ·-the dying 
ent~ring "the v8:11.ey of the shadow of death; ,,_'..__the living 
pacmg the deck, wa1tmg £or the dawn to reveal his native shore•-
these are among " the pilgrims of the night." ' 

,v e see moving through the night-scenes of Scripture the patriarchs 
and fR~her_s of t~~ Oh~rch ;-Abraham beneath the stars,-the solitary 
smTeymg ma v1s1on his seed ;-Jacob dreaming of the" new and living 
w-ay," and wrestling _with the angel till the darkness fled ;-Israel leaving 
Eg:,pt, led by the pillar of fire ;-Moses and the miraculous journey• 
-K eh_emiah's pilgriill:age around the fallen walls ;-the shepherd~ 
and wise men on their Holy Quest ;-Joseph's flight with Mary and 
the Sacred Child ;-the night when darkness turned to day as Jesus 
prayed ;-the walk to GethsemaI\e ;-the start to embalm the dead 
~faster! which :finis~ed i~ the worship of the Risen Lord. And though 
• pilgrims of the mght, strangers and sojourners in a world of sin 

and sorrow, His followers travel ever towards the morning and are 
more truly designated as "children of the day," £or, though the dark
ness hang like Egypt's plague, he walks in the light who walks with 
Jesus. 

'.! Jruitfiul iim. 
BY CHARLES SPURGEON. 

"E,ERY good tree bringeth forth good fruit." "Wherefore, by 
their fruits ye shall know them." Now, judging the" Text 

Union" by this Divine axiom, we rejoice in being able· to say that 
it has proved to be a tree of the Lord's own planting, and one which 
is full of sap, having taken root and borne fruit. The texts have 
been like clusters of grapes to gladden the weary heart, and each one 
has been a big bunch of blessing daily refreshing thousands. The 
fruits may have differed, and yet all have been "the fruit of the 
Spirit." Olll· correspondents tell of "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness,faith, meekness,and temperance," as some of the sweet graped 
gleaned from the Scripture portions which have hung in the conserva
tory of our " Text Bond" Almanack; and it is our desire that the 
fruit- bearing should be increased by the extension of our "Text 
L nion.'' I£ the reader will turn to the :fifteenth of John, he will find 
that there are degrees of fruit-bearing, and that the Father is only 
glorified as He should be, when we "bring forth much fruit." We 
are not to rest satisfied merely with the positive-" fruit '' ; nor are 
-we to remain contented with a comparative yield-" more fruit" ; 
let us strive to attain unto the superlative-" much fruit." 

Since the formation of the "Text Union" in March, 1894, over 
1 i ,000 names have been enrolled, and the "Text Bond" has been 
adopted in many parts of the world; but we are very anxious that 
hundredl! of thousands should experience the spiritual help which 
U(;(:rue; from possessing a daily portion of God's Word, and passing 
on the passage to others. Our plan is very simple. Members forming 
the lJuiuu, eommit to memory a text of Scripture, daily; and when
r:\-er they rnset friends or fellow-members, they greet them by 
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repeating the daily portion, or by asking for the '' Text for to-day, 
please." No pledge is required to perform this happy ministry, for 
the pleasure and surprise of imparting to friends, or extracting from 
them, the Words of Truth, is the best incentive to the carrying out of 
the Bible injunction, '' Exhort one another daily.'' 

Since God's blessing has so richly rested upon this Society, I 'll'ant 
ALL the readers of the Sword and Trowel to aid in making the " Text 
Union" a far greater success during the coming year, first, by joining 
it themselves, and then by inducing all their friends to do tht' same>. 
I venture to repeat an offer made on a previous occasion; namely, to 
supply, GRATIS, Spurgeon's Illustrated .A.lmanack for 1898 to all present 
members, upon the condition that each one forwards to rue the uames 
and addresses of TWO NEW MEMBERS, with ten halfpenny stamps. This 
plan has been taken up most heartily in times past, so that our 
membership has been more than doubled, and I hope that a sirnilar 
favourable result will follow the present offer. The Almanack and 
card of membership will be sent to new members on receipt of .tir,
halfpenny stamps. If any friends feel disposed to help me in beariug· 
the financial burden of the work, I shall be very grateful, as tltt' 
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la h?ur im_'olved necessitates the _e~ployment of a paid secretary, 
bt>s1de which the expenses of prmtmg and stationery have to be 
met. Thankofferings for spiritual good derived were received last 
ye11r from many of our members, and, by this means the needful 
ai,sistance was supplied. ' 

It is a matter for profound thankfulness to God that the compiler 
of the texts, my own beloved mother, has been spared to select all the 
daily portions for the "Text Union"; and I think all readers of the 
~<\Jmanack will !1-gree with me that ~he one for 1898 fully equals in 
mterest any of its p_redecessors. Will not you, dear reader, become the 
possessor of so luscious a bunch of grapes from this vine of spiritual 
l1lessing? So that you may be ready to start with the New Year 
send ~·our application for membership at once to Pastor C. Spurgeon: 
"Haddon," Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, London, S.E. 

~otices oj ~oohs. 
Any Bool! reviewed or adHrtlsed In thl■ llal(azlne will be forwarded by lllessr■ . Passmore 

a.nd Alabaah!r on receipt or Postal Order for the p11bllshed prtae 

T:,, ,-:.,,-,-,rrl u,,d the Trowel. Volume 
XXXIII. Passmore and Alab11.ster. 
Price fiw shillings. 

XE.s.RLY a third of a century has 
1,a,sPd since the first number of the 
.\lo.c-azine saw the light, and six years 
h, . .-e gone by since the ever-beloVfid 
Editor wrote at Mentone his last 
l'refa.cP, yet, by the help of God, we 
have continued unto this day our 
'· record of cow bat with sin and of 
labour for the Lord." The VolumP
:Jow completed has one series of 
articles which distinguishes it from 
its many predecessors, for month by 
lll011th. during 1897, have been pub
lished Mr. Spurgeon's impromptn 
answ.,rs to the questions put to him 
by hi, students under " The Question 
Olik '' at '' ',Vest wood.'' These replies 
have beE-n so greatly appreciated that 
:.uost ,Jf tnem have been reprinted 
1.1gain and again in our own and other 
lauds : the ~ agazi□ es containing them 
will. doubtless. often be referred to 
by thc,,;1, who ~ish to know what in
forwatirm or advice Mr. Spurgeon 
g"-"" iu response to the various en
•11iirieo submitted to him. All who 
,le-;;in, tc, pr,ssess this unique catechism 
,,bouid order th8 8,curd and Trowel 
Yc,]uu,~ for ],~07, while it can be 
'Jbb.u.,~r1. CvnJs for biudiug the 

monthly numbers can be procurt1d 
from the publishers, or through any 
bookseller, at ls. 4d. each. 

Messrs. Walter G. Wheeler and Co , 
17, Paternoster Row, have sent us an 
assortment of their Christmas and New 
Year's Cards, Booklets, Mottoes, and 
Calendars. One great charm ·o~ the 
seri11s is that choice passages from the 
Word of God are prominently printed 
on almost everything issued from 
Mildrnay House, and the Scriptural 
quotations are, in many instances 
accompanied by appropriate verses 
from the pens of such writers as Miss 
Havergal, J. Denham Smith, Dr. H. 
Grattan Guinness, and W. H. Haver
gal. There is such a large variety, and 
our space iR so limited, that we can
not specify the different publications ; 
but we recommend our readers to 
send for a list of the season's cards, 
etc., and to make their own selections, 
or they can obtain sample packets of 
Mottoes at ls., or is. 9d., post free. 

One of the brightest monthly 
Magazines that comes to us is Reyions 
Beyond, the organ of the East London 
Institute of Home and Foreign 
Missions. (Partridge and Co.) All 
who wish to know about the Lord's 
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work nt Harley House, Doric Lodge, 
and their bre.nch-~te.tions in the EMt 
End of London, and the ma.ny foreign 
fields to which the students he.ve gone, 
especiiilly the Congo Be.lolo Mis,ion, 
should put Regions Beyond ou their 
list of Magazines the.t muat be ordered 
for the New Yee.r. There is e. strik
ing illustration of John xii. 24, in the 
following po.re.graph:-

" Although the Mission he.s he.d 
me.ny e.nd great difficulties to over
come, there is now a Native Church 
at each station in Lolo l,and. These 
young believers e.re the fruit of lives 
laid down for GOD and Africa, no less 
the.n twenty-three members of the 
Mission having died from haimaturic 
fever, and other ea.uses. Native 
Evangelists have also been sent out 
from ea.eh station." 

The Return to the Cross, By Rev. 
w. ROBERTSON NICOLL, LL.D. 
Isbister e.nd Co. 

MANY of the papers that make up 
this . volume were read with great 
pleasure as they appeared in The 
British Weelcly; and their writer has 
done well to reproduce them in book 
form. They are far beyond the 
average of religious journalism: they 
are true literature. "That huge 
slug, the commonplace, the wearic
fullest dragon to fight in the whole 
creation," - as Dr. Nicoll happily 
describes it, - has no footing here, 
for even trite truths are touched into 
freshness and novelty. 

Lucidity, strength, and beauty
the true blend in all choice style,
make these paperd a delight to read 
and think over again and again. 
But, in addition to these attractions, 
there is a deep attachment, an in
telligent loyalty to Evangelical truth, 
that gives the glow of Divinity to 
every theme. The paper on, " Is the 
Gospel of Christ Forgotten ? " de
serves to be prayerfully pondered by 
every preacher, and by every hearer, 
too. If this is done, a '' Return to 
the Cross '' will be assured for all our 
churches, and a mighty quickening of 
power will ensue. We t·ejoice in this 
volume as a delightful piece of cul
tured Christian ap:Jlogetic. 

The Lrtat Thinya. By JOSEPH AGAR 
BEET, D.D. Hodder & Stoughton. 

THIS work is, apparently, a strenur,us 
attempt to gather together the ~ca.t
tered and diffused f P,aching of the 
inspired writers on nHimate Dispen
se.tional issues, e.nd to say, as far as 
can be said, a final word on the 
destiny of the wicked, e.nd the Seeond 
Coming of Christ. With respect to 
~he former, the painstaking winnow
mg leaves very little definite in the 
shape of distinct finding. The strell.m 
has been tl"onbled enough, and rather 
made more muddy than cleared in the 
process. The only thing quite evident 
1s that "an eternity of conseious s11f
fering" jars somewhat on Dr. Beet's 
moral sense, and ce.nnot altoO'ether 
clear itself from the meshes "'of his 
critical apparatus. At the same time, 
Dr. Beet's vote is cast dead aO'ainst 
the Restorationist ; and, whi~ the 
Annihilationist is dallied with and 
receives a few plums of enco~rage
ment, the expectations raised are 
disappointed in the end. Very larO'ely 
therefore, this volume of L-:nt Thing; 
resembles R'.lsselas in furnishin"' a 
conclusion in which nothing is im
cluded. We fear that this work will 
not tend, doctrinally, to the cohesion 
of the Wesleyan Body ; and it seem, to 
us a pity, for the sake of a position 
that is itself indeterminate, and that, 
so far as we can see, the author him
sel~ does n:)t attempt to define, the 
umty of a great denomination should 
be weakened or haz,i,rded. Oa Dr. 
Beet's showing, Orthodoxy seems to 
lose its casa because, althou"'h nothin"' 
else is true, he has not bee

0

n able, t~ 
his own satisfaction, to complete the 
circle of evidence in it; favour. With 
Orthodoxy discounted, Restoration 
utterly foreclosed, and Dr. White's 
view sorrowfully shelved, Truth's 
bJ.lance appears to confront us like a 
pyramid on its apex. H;ippily, the 
Word of God is plainer than most of 
the supposed explanations of it. 

How You can be Slwecl. By W. W. 
FEREDAY. Alfred Holness. 

A 24-PAGE penny pamp:i.let, conb.in
ing clear. statetUems of the gospel in 
good bold type,-j 11st the thing for 
free distribution. 
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Mes~rs. Nel~on and Rons have agein 
sent us a choice assortment of books 
for young people. The paper, print,. 
ing. binding, and illustrations are all 
as Pxcellent as usual. 

The first in the series is, A (}/e1·~, of 
o~/ord, by E. EIERETT-GREEN, whose 
books are always acceptable and 
welcome. In this one, as in many 
others. she bas the happy kn11ck of 
weR-,.in1s a fa8cinating story with the 
fects of history, and so making the 
work both interesting and instructive. 
In this hand~ome five-shilling volume, 
the c11reH of a scholar at Oxford is 
traced, and mention is made of many 
of the events which led to and termi
na.te<l the Barons' War. The ta.le closes 
with the happy en<ling of a courrn of 
true lo"Ve, which had not run smoothly, 

A11 Emperor's Donm; ()r, The Patriots 
of Me~·ico, by HERBERT HA.YENS, is a 
stirring story of the fighting in Mexico 
in the time of Maximilian, showing 
the fai1bfulness of men on both sides, 
and narrating the adventurous ex-

loits and remarkable escapes of four 
of the patriots. There is a good tone 
running through the book, which will 
be rearl with avidity by boys who are 
for, d of tales of danger, daring, and 
doughty deeds. Its price is 5s, 

" Sister," by E. EVERETT-GREEN, 
is a really cba.rmiDg love-story by this 
talented and untiriDg writer. These 
chronicles of two of the families of 
Fai,. Haven, and of the good they 
tried to do to all around them, will 
please those of our readers who be
come possessors of this tasteful 
:five-shilliDg volume. "Sister" was a 
lady, who became a fully-qnali.fied 
nurse, and who afterwards had a 
fortune left her. She retired to 
"The Hermitage,"where she became 
acquainted with the young folk of 
Fair Ha"Ven, who were the means of 
bringiDg about the happiness of 
herself and her estranged lover. 

"Popp!J," by MRS. !SL.A SITWELL 
(3s. ud.), is a well-told tale, but spoiled 
so far as Baptists are concerned by 
the introduction of the falsehood of 
baptismal regeneration. "Poppy's" 
lover, beiDg charged ,vith stealing a 
bag of sovereigns from hie uncle, 
leaves his home, his cousin Lottie 
falsely causing him to think his 

RweetheRrt believes him to be a thief. 
He prospers in Anstralie, comes home 
with bis ,vifr, Rlld then heRrs that 
"Poppy" SRved his cousin's Iif11, at the 
cost of her own, though she knew it 
was the girl who had done her so 
great a wroug. 
. WeeDoggie, byELIZADETHC.TRAIOE, 
1s a story whioh will specially interest 
those of onr young readers who are 
fond of dogs. They will be sure to fall 
in love with this clever '' wee doggie" 
who got himself into many scrapes, 
but in spite of them all found kind 
friends. His history only costs ls. 

In addition to the larger books, 
above-mentioned, from Messrs: Nelson 
and Sons, there are eight pretty little 
ones at 9d. eech,-Zetty Craig; or, No 
Cross No Crown, by Mrs. STANLEY 
LEATHES ; The Boys of Hamnavoe, by 
JORN GUNN, M.A., D.Sc.; The Lost 
Telegram ; or, Trust Betrayed, by 
The Hon. Mrs. GREENE; The .Angels' 
Charge : a Story for Children, by 
GRACE MARA; Little Vei·bena; or, 
Trust in God, and Little Pete; or, T1·ied 
and True, by the author of The Fish
erman's Boy; The Lost Letter; or, 
The Adventures of a Postage Stamp, a 
story of the Relief of Ludmow; a,,_,l 
The Little V. C., the story of a drummer
boy who saved his general's life and 
so gained the Victoria Cross at Tel-el
Kebir. The last two are written by 
HELEN MARION BURNSIDE. 

The list cloees with six sixpenny 
story-books, with artistic covers, and 
illustrated frontispiec~s and title
page~,-The Lost Opal Ring; or, The 
End Crowns All, by The Hon. Mrs. 
GREENE; Cub's Apple; or, "Next Time," 
by Lucy ELLEN GUERNSEY; Princess 
Olive, by E. PHILPOT CROWTHER; 
The Stury of a Robin, by AGNES S. 
UNDERWOOD ; Alice's Tea Party, by 
CAROLINE STEWART; and .Adventures 
of a Cat, by M. C. H. 

With the exception of •· Poppy," 
the whole of the above-named books 
are suitable for Christmas prizes and 
presents. 

The Sunday School Union is well 
tu the front among the caterers for 
the young folk who want'' something 
nice to read" during the long evenings, 

First comes a rousing story,-Bat
tledown Boys, by E. EVERET'r-GREEN 



NOTICEl'J OF BOOKS. 

--prioe 2s. lid., which is sure to prove 
a great favourite. A tenant farmer's 
four sons have to "battle down" a lot 
of prejudice and persecution • but 
through saving the landlord;s life' 
they also save their father from being 
t'!-rned ou~ of his holding, and get 
him sppomted as agent in the place 
of his great enemy. 

.1.lf.arion Darling's Awakening, by 
EDI~H M. EDWARDS (2s.), is an ex
"~edmgly useful tale, showing how e. 
gll'l was swe.kened to the fact that she 
could better serve God in her home 
than by trying to reform the parish. 

Then follow three books at ls. 6d. 
Miss Merivalt's Mistalce, by Mrs. 
HENRY CLARKE, M.A., is e.n interest
ing story of_ a girl wrongly supposed 
to be an heiress, but the '' mistake" 
proves a blessing to all concerned. 
The Mystery of Hoyle's Mouth, by M. 
E. ROPES, concerns the adventures of 
a rune.way boy, who was for a time 
among smugglers, and afterwards in a 
show, where the lion-tamer turned out 
to be his long-lost brother. Angelica's 
Troubles, by L. E. TIDDEllilN de
scribes a girl who was a great co~fort 
to her father; she became a model for 
some of his pictures, which afterwards 
had a place in the Royal Academy. 

The King's Daughter, a Temperance 
story, by PANSY, cannot be too widely 
circulated. It is a cheap volume for 
a shilling. 

There a.re e.lso three tastefully
bound little books at 9d. each,- Velvet 
and Rags, by G. E. M. VAUGHAN; 
Bob and his Rabbits; or, A False Start 
in Life, by E:1.tMA LESLIE ; e.nd Muking 
Allowances : A Story f 01· Girls, by 
EDITH M. EDWARDS. The second of 
the three is a warning against youth
ful ga.m bling. Two smaller illustrated 
stories at 4d. each, complete the list -
Oanterbi,,ry's Waxworks, by AMY 'E. 
MILLER, and Little Queen Esther, and 
her Two Kingdoms. Acceptable pre
sents for the juveniles of the family. 

The Wrestler of .Philippi. A Tale of 
the Early Christians. By FANNIE 
E. NEWBERRY. Christian Common
wealth Publishing Company. 

As a rule, we do not care for Bible 
facts blended with fiction ; but this 
story of Philippi in the days of Paul 

and Silas is so largely a reproduction 
of the Scripture narrative that it 
must do good to those who read it. 
T~e. he;o is a youth, who had 
d1stmgmshed himself in the Olympian 
games, but who was afterwards 
brought into association with the 
Christians, and shared both their 
privileges anrl their peraPcutions . 

It is rather remarkable that, 
although mention is made of the 
?o!lversion of Lydia and the Philippian 
Jailor and others, there is no record 
in this book concerning their baptism; 
happily, this omission can be supplied 
from the New Testament. 

New Teatament Stories. By E . .A. MAC-
DONALD. SUDda.y School Union. 

AN interesting and illustrated col
lection of incidents in the life of 
Jesus, related in language suitable for 
reading to the children on Sunday 
evenings. The " stories" a.re well 
told, as a rule; but a sharp boy or 
girl would notice the mistake on 
page 52, where the author says of the 
people who were miraculously fed, 
"They would watch as Christ broke 
the bread, to see when the last slice 
had been cut." The cover of the book 
is smart, but not strong; our copy is 
split right down the front. It belo!lgs 
to "The Red Nursery Series," e.nd its 
price is ls. 

Another book in the same series
The Bear's Kingdom, by E, A C. 
RoGEl!S, is an exciting and entertain
ing fairy tale, nicely illustrated. :md 
narrating the adventures of a little 
girl who rescued a bat, some swallows, 
and a spider, from her brother's 
museum. Later on, they did her a 
good turn when she was in danger of 
being either killed or turned into a 
bear. The moral of the story is that 
self-denial brings itq own reward, 
even when practised on behalf of dumb 
creatures. 

Charlie is my I>cirl,:ny. By fu.'<'NIE 
BEALE. Religious Tract Society. 

A HOMELY story of a SOlllewhat 
chequered family life. Those who 
eujoyecl the tale in The Girl's Own 
Paper will welcome their old friend 
in its new guise, and many others will 
be glad to make its acquaintance. 
The price of it is 3s. Gd. 



'6i0 NOTICES OF BOOK8, 

Prr-Reformr,.fion Worthies. By Rev. 
W. COWAN, M.A. Elliot Stock. 

A 'D:RY praiseworthy &nd successful 
Attempt to do honour to those 
pioneers of the Gre&t Reform&tion 
movement with whom we are not eo 
f&miliar a.s we are with their noble 
followers, slthough their preparatory 
work was invsluable. The seven 
biographies, here given, are capitally 
written, snd show how widespread 
was the movement of the Divine 
Spirit towards light and liberty, in 
the times of dsrkness and slavery 
that heralded the coming of Luther. 

If the members of our churches and 
.cong-regations would but read such 
books as these, they would be proof 
against all the blandishments of the 
modern priest, whether of the Roman 
-0r Anglican order. 

Philip Jfelancthon. Dy Rev. G. 
'WrLsox. F.L.S. Religious Tract 
Society. 

A LRIEF, but precious biography of 
a winsome servant of Christ, whose 
Reformation work has been somewhat 
overshadowed by that of his friend 
Luther. The chapter entitled, " The 
Sunset," is a very choice piece of 
tender description ; but, indeed, the 
whole is well worth reading, and we 
heartily commend it. 

Singuls.rly enough, Messrs. Part
ridge and Co. have just added to their 
"P0pular Biographies,. Series, Philip 
1J1elai,cthon, the 1ViUemberg Professor 
u11d Thwlogian of tl,e Reformation, by 
DA HD J. DE.AKE; while the Sunday 
School "C"nio:n "Splendid. Lives" Series 
is enriched by the addition of Martin 
Lutl,cr, tl,c Hero of the R(forrnation, by 
E. 1EL,L'\". It is a healthy sign that 
three great publishing houses should 
simuhaneously tell the story of the 
glorious Reformation in Germany. 
Let all three books be put at once into 
the Sunday-school library, and includ
ed among the Chr·istrnag presents or 
prizes. for they must do good wherever 
they go. The last-named voluwe has 
a frontispiece, "Luther arraigned 
Lefore the Diet of Worms," which 
gi\"eS a ,ery vivid idea of the loneliness 
aud Christlike courage of '· the monk 
·U.u1t s1c,ok the world; " aud in the 
l,rJok is Luther's terse description of 

the august n.ssembly's proceedings in 
terms that I\ p1·ecis writer of the day 
might h11ve envied:-

" Are these boolts yours P" 
''Yes." 
" Will you recant them?" 
"No." 
" Then be off I " 

Beriuu·d Gi'lpi'.n, the A1iost/e of the 
North. By Rev. H. BUNTING. 
C. H. Kelly. 

ANOTHER admirable biography of a 
too often forgotten worthy, who stood 
bravely for Protestant truth in de
generate days. Some of the incidents 
of this life are full of strange 
romance ; but they are the romance of 
God's wondrous providence for the 
protection of His own ehildren. 
Just the thing to make an intelligent 
lad or girl interested in the religious 
history of England. 

The Story of Some Famous Bonfires; 
or, Our Bible and Our Libei·ties, and 
What they Cost. By W. STA.NLEY 
MARTIN. W. Wileman. 

Tms shilling book will help to keep 
"Latimer's candle" burning. Mr. 
Martin has done well to put his 
lantern lectures into book form. The 
struggles of. the p!!.Bt must not be 
forgotten ; our young people need to 
be well grounded in Protestant truth 
and history, or Rome will again be 
the ruling power in England. The 
Pope's recent deliveranc~ up_on 
Anglican orders wa.s very interesting 
from a Nonconformist point of view; 
but it contained much food for 
reflection, for it revealed the same 
in.tolerant spirit which kindled the 
fires of Smithfield, and tortured and 
slaughtered tho,e who dared to 
think and act for themselves. This 
story of the m!l.rtyr fires-bad fires, 
not bonfires,- will freshen the 
memories of the past, and create a 
hea1·t-hatred of Papery. It is adapted 
to the child mind, and should be sold 
by the hundred thousand. Prizes are 
offered by the author to the boys and 
girls who can give the best answers 
to certain questi'Jns upon the contents 
of the book ; that is a far more 
sensible competition than many that 
are so widely advertised nowadays. 



NOTIOEB OP BOOKS. G71 

The Three Rylanrl~. By JAMES CUL· 
Ross, M.A.., D D. Elliot Stock. 

NOTHING could well be better of its 
·kind the.n this record of the Ryland 
fe.mily,-gre.ndfather, son, e.nd gre.nd
·son, extending over a period of one 
hundred yee.rs. The e.ccount is highly 
reade.ble ; e.nd the men delineated . 
were worthy of the memorial tribute 
paid to them in these pa.gee. It is 
-clear the.t the Rylands did not e. little 
to influence for good the contem
porary thought of thoir day; and to 
determine, for the Baptist Denomine.
tion in pe.rticule.r, a line of direction 
that we.s strongly Evangelical. This 
e.pplies especie.lly to the fi.rRt e.nd 
second of the . three. Wise leaders 
-and fe.ithful confessors, - though 
dead, they yet speak. 

Life's Look-out. An Autobiography 
of SYDNEY WATSON. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 

THE multitudes of readers of Sydney 
Watson's thrilling stories-in the 
Preface to this volume he tells us that 
-they now number over a million a 
week,-will welcome the true story 
-of the good man who has so loni\' and 
so well catered for them. What a 
story it is ! Looking at the placid 
picture of the genial gentleman rest
ing in his arm-chair, we can scarcely 
believe that he was ever the original 
·" Wops the Waif,' the London cross
ing-sweeper, who afterwards entered 
and twice deserted from the Royal 
Navy, and became personally ac• 
-que.inted with the inside of e. prison 
and even of the demonie.cd " de.rk 
cells", and who passed through all 
the other extraordinary experiences 
so graphically described in this hand
some 3s. 6d. book Anyone who 
begins this .Autobiography will be 
-bound to finish it, and then to be 
impatient until the next volume 
appears. 

Pioneering in Tibet. By ANNIE R. 
TAYLOR. Morgan and Soott. 

·ONE of the romances of modern 
missions is Miss Taylor's penetratiou 
of Tibet so far that she was withiu 
three dayR' ride of Llassa, the sacred 
-city of the Lamas, and the clostJd 

capital of the country, when .~he wa~ 
turned back. This eighteenpenny 
book is a compilation of the var:io•1s 
papers and letters written by Mi~s 
Taylor and her friends, and give~ 
much interesting inform'l.tion a.bout 
the Tibet Pioneer Mission. The map, 
portraits, and other illustrations a. 0ld 
to the value of the little book, which 
should move many to pray for the 
opening of the long-closed land to the 
heralds of the gospel. 

On the l,ulfon Tra£t. By R~v. EGERT0Y 
R. YouYG. Religious Tract Society. 

ANOTHER charming book by the de
voted missbnary whose adventures By 
Canoe and Do'.J Train must be familiar 
to many of our readers. This ha.lf
crown volume describes the work 
among the Cree and Saulteaux In
dians, and is a most interestiai; narra
tive of thrilling incidents and gospel 
triumphs. The story of 8>1.ndy Ha.rte, 
the chief's son, who became a mission
ary, is specially good ; but the whole 
of the contents of the b=>ok a.re worthy 
of the highest commendation, and 
should help to give a farther impetus 
to the ea.use of foreign mi3sions. 

Tiyo Soga, the Model Ka,fir il-lis-si0n,i1·11, 
By Rev. H. T. CoUSic'IS, PH.D., 
F.R.G.S. Partridge and Co. 

THE subject of this delightfully-writ
ten volume Wd.S one of the noblest sons 
of Africa.. He wa.s the first ordained 
K'l.fi.r preacher, and consecrated his 
whole life to the work of seeking, not 
rnerely the civilization, but the s,tl va.
tion of the degraded people among 
whom he dwelt. This book, like the 
previous one, should ba in all mission
ary and Sunday-school libraries. 

Paul : .-L Servant of Jerns Christ. 
By F. B. MEYER, B.A. Morgan 
and Scott. 

A...'<OTHER of those sermon-biographies 
that Mr. Meyer kuo1vs so well how 
to preach and then print ; :md which 
the religious public delights to buy 
and read. Both the theme and the 
author will compel a large circulation 
of the volume, and will make it inde
pe:.ident of the reviewer·s opiuiou. A 
capital present for Chri~tme.s or thci 
birthday. 
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In addition to the A utobi'oyraph?/ 
and Almrrnacks previously mentioned, 
1\l[e~~rs. Pa~smore and Alabaster have 
published a two-shilling volume, en
titled." Tre Endeavour." Hel7,f11l IV01·ds 
.fnr Jfrmbers of the Yonn_q People's 
S,,ciet_11 o.f Christian Endeavonr. By 
C. H. SPURGEON. No doubt, many 
Endee.vourers will prove these 
•· words" to be truly "helpful," but 
they are equally suitable to all 
Christian workers. Another book, at 
the sa.me price,-''Come, ye Children," 
i~ intended specially to aid parents 
and teachers in training the children 
committed to their charge. Every
bn,/_11' s Book: C. H. Spnrgeon's Pilgrim's 
G11idr, a Word .for all Times and for 
all Srnsons, describes itself. At a 
shilling in paper cover~, or two shil
lings handsomely bound in cloth, 
this volume should have an immense 
circulation, and be productive of 
great good. Then there is a volume 
of Sermons by C. H. SPURGEON, en
titled, Thr Messiah: our Lord's Names, 
T,'t/es, and Attributes. With such a 
theme, bandied by such a preacher, 
the discourses must be well worth 
everybody's prayerful reading. The 
price of the volume, cloth gilt, is 
seven shilling~. 

OUR PROGBilDIB FOR 1898.-First and 
foremost, the ever-beloved C. H. SPURGEON 
ml'. continue to be well to the front in his 
own Magazine. Brother Medhnrat'a sup
ply of early notable Sermons is happily not 
exhausted, and we have also a large store 
of prayer-meeting and College addresses 
yet to be i,sued. Early in the New 
Year. we shall begin to publish, under 
the title, "The Young Pastor's 'Posy'," 
a series of meditations written by Mr. 
Spurgeon before he left Waterbeach, but 
never printed. They display the combina
tioa of raciness and graciousness which 
characterized him in his first pastorate as 
well as throughout the whole of his later 
ministry. 

Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon will write for the 
7\fagazor,e as far as the state of her health 
and her extra dutiEs in connection with 
her dear husband's Autobior;raphy will 
permit. Duriui; the ensuing year, we 
sl,all (IJ.v.1 have a 1,ew series of articles 
ou •· C. H. Spurgeon's most striking Ser
mons," in which Ya,ious brethren will 
give tl1eir recollectious c,f the discourses 
wLich haYe left upon their minds and 
L~arts the deepest impressiou. 

Sennons on Cai·dinal Trnths. By 
Pastor H. E. STONE. Baines and 
Sears brook. 

A LITTLE book on great and vital 
themes, every page full of power . 
Seldom have we met with more terse, 
cogent, and Scriptural proof of such 
doctrines as those of the Church 
Repentance, Regeneration, Baptism; 
Confirmation, and Confession, as in 
these altogether admire.ble discourses. 
Here, for sixpence, is e. fine armoury 
against the insidious evils that priest
craft is so busy in propagating. It 
would be a grand thing to get this 
book into the hands of all our church
members, especi11,lly the young ones. 

Chronicles of the Christ. By BENJAMIN 
BOBBIN. With Introduction by 
Rev. R. WADDY Moss. Vol. I. 
T. Champness, 152, Fleet Street. 

THIS work is not to be judged by the 
ordinary standards, for it is written 
for the common people, in a language 
which they can understand. It is
plentifully illustrated, and possesses 
interesting features all its own. It 
will doubtless sell best among the 
Methodists of Lancashire, as it abounds
with the idioms and colloquialisms of 
thA.t county. 

Pastor Thomas Spurgeon has in contem
plation a number of papers on "The 
Tabernacle Vestries and their Associa
tions," which we feel sure our readers will 
heartily welcome. The Pastor will be glad 
to hear from friends who were present at 
any special gatherings in those rooms, and 
who remember interesting incidents con
nected with the more private meetings 
there before or after the great public 
assemblies in the Tabern&cle. Having 
been so long at the other aide of the world, 
he missed many of the privileges which 
others enjoyed in hallowed intercourse 
with his dear father. All communications 
with reference to this matter should be 
directed to Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, 
London, S.E. 

Those who have carefully read our 
friend "H. T. S.'s" contributions to our 
pages will have noticed what a cl?se 
observer he is of Nature in all her varied 
moods, and how graphically, and even 
microscopically. he can describe what he 
oees. Duriug 1898, he is, month by month, 
to ta! k to us, in his unique sty le, on 
" Afternoons with a Naturalist." " Lee> 
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Grange" he.e e.leo promieed to write for 
ue occe.sionally, while the e.rticle• on" Our 
Own Men e.nd their Work" will continue 
to me.ke known the me.ny forme of Chrietia.n 
service at home a.nd a.broad in which the 
eone of " Our Alme. Mater" are enge.ged. 
Dr. Churcher, Pe.etore George Wilson and 
E. A. Tydeme.n, and other brethren, will 
still supply items of intereet, while the 
principal meetings in connection with the 
Te.berne.ole Church e.nd ite institutions will 
be duly reported for our rea.ders' informa• 
tion. The issue of Part I. of C. H. 
Spurgeon's Autobiography as a Supplement 
to our Je.nue.ry number will, doubtlese, 
bring the Mage.zine to the notice of e. new 
e.nd le.rge circle of friends, and we hardly 
lmow of anything that would give ua 
greater joy the.n to hear the.t every pur
che.ser of tb.e next issue of the Sword and 
Trowel had ordered it for the whole year, 
together with the monthly shilling pa.rte of 
the Autobiography. 

C. H. SPURGEON'B SERMONS IN FRENCH, 
-Mrs. Spurgeon we.s e.sked recently to 
procure a supply of her dear husband's Ser
mone in French for use in Made.gascar, e.nd 
-she found, on enquiry, that e. cousidere.ble 
ve.riety in that le.ngua.ge can still be obtained. 
They a.re more expensive than the English 
e.nd other editions,-re.nging from l½d. to 

. 3d. ea.ch,-but friends going to France, or 
able to circulate the French Sermons, can 
have e.s me.ny e.s they desire, at the pub
lished prices, ljy •ending a remittance to 
Mr. Harre.Id, •• w~stwood,'' Beulah Hill, 
Upper Norwood, and stating the que.ntity 
they wish to purche.ee w;th the a.mount 
forwarded. Thus, in Gaelic and in Gallic 
the dear preacher will be simulte.neously 
pree.ching to an ever-increasing congrega
tion. 

MRS. C. H. SPURGEON'S PHOTOGRAPHS.
When Mrs. Spurgeon he.d her photograph 
ta.ken at Bexhill, this year, the best one of 
the series was reserved for the frontispiece 
of the special edition of her volume, Ten 
Years Afte,· ! She now wishes to help the 
Bexhill Che.pal Building Fund still further 
by permitting this portrait to be sold, so 
friends ca.n obtain e.s ma.ny copies as they 
please, at ls. (3d. each, post free, by writing 
to Pe.stor J. S. Hockey, Uplu.ud Cottage, 
Bexhill, Sussex, who can also still supply 
the other three ca.binet photos. Ten Years 
Afte,· ! in handsome bindin~. gilt edges, 
and containing the best photograph, and 
Mrs. Spurgeon's ·written a.utogre.ph, can 
still be supplied, post free, at 5s. It would 
make e. very choice Christuu.s or New 
Year's gift to a friend. 

In tb.e November number of Brief _Votes 
of tli, Oi1rislian Ootportage Association, 
we were very luppy to re.1,d the following 
paro.~raph: -

•· I sold, l,ut m1ntb., to the Ractor of 
A--, a copy of Spurge.m's Around tAe 

Wicket GMe. Mre. N---, the Rector'• 
wife, gave it to a lady visiting her, who was 
in deep concern about the ealvation of her 
eoul; and I am pleased to tell you that God 
he.a graciously u,ed this book as th 0 meane 
of leading the lady to a decision for Christ. 
I saw a letter ehe wrote to Mrs.N---, say
ing how thankful she was for the b0ok a.nd 
that she wa.e now simply trueting in Co.rist"e 
atoning eacrifice, and was exceedingly 
happy. Thie is a great joy tome." 

This shilling volume, and the com,,anion 
works, All of Grace and Accordift? lo 
Promi.,e, have probably brought more souls 
to the Saviour than any other of Mr. 
Spurgeon's books. Friend• seeking s0me
thing suitable for those who are under 
spiritual concern, will do well to have one 
or other of these volumes always at hand. 

The past ·month has been a very busy 
time at the Tabernacle, but the dema.nd on 
our space is so great that we can only briefly 
mention a few of the meetings and services. 

On Monday evening, October 25, Mr. J. 
Manton Smith gave a farewell "lddress at 
the prayer-meeti11g, when Pastor Thomas 
Spurgeon presented to him, in hearty 
appreciation of his long and efficient 
services as one of the College evangelist3, a 
cheque for £100, with the best wishes of the 
subscribers for the Lord's blessing to rest 
upon him during his tour in the United 
States. 

At a special church-meeting, held the 
same evening, all the elders were re -elected 
for the ensuing twelve months; bnt, on 
this occa.sion, no additions were ma.de to 
their number. • 

On Tuesday evening, Octobe,· 26, the 
annual meeting of the METROPOLITA.'i" 
TABER:.A.CLE LOA.'i" TRACT SOCIETY was 
held in the lecture-hall. Mr. Lillywhite, 
of Ha.ildoa Hall, presided ; and Pastor 
Thomas Spurgeon ga.ve a. mGst interesting 
address upon the hands, eves, and feet of his 
dear father' s Sermons distribute.! bv the 
Society. Mr. Millican reported that e·very
thing concerning the work was of = 
enc.luraging nature, except tha~ m 1re di~-
tributors a.re required. Friends able and 
willing to assist should apply at tb.e Trnct
room after auy of the service,. Ttte 
Serm)ns a-re received and reid as eagerly 
as ever, and as the result, ma.uy homes a.ad 
ltves h11,ve become completely ch .. ngeJ in 
their che.re.cter. The Benevolent Fund ha, 
been 11, great blessing to many poor families 
in the district. Mrs. Ca.pal's repurt or the 
Muthers' Meeting was alsu a cheering oue. 
A• usual, there is a balance in h .. nd iu each 
uepa.rtment of the Trd.ct Society's work. 

After speaking at thie meetiug, the Pastor 
d slivered another address e.t the SuRRllY 
GARDll:s'S MEMORIAL HA.LL, where the ch:11r 
was occupied by F. W. N. Lloyd, E,q._; a 
pleasing report of the year's work was g,_ven 
by the secretary, and Pastor J. \V. E,vmg, 
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M.A .. B.D., Also spoke in hie usual impre•• 
siYe st_\"le. 

On _v,.,,,;ny e1•t11i11_q, .Vo1·e111br.- 1, the 
collectors for the PASTORS' COLLEGE Mis
~JONATIY AssOClATIOS met for tea in the 
College huildings. The Pa>-tnr prreided at 
the meeting afterwards held at which 
]Pttere from Dr. Chm-cher ond Mr. Patrick 
w,•: e reacl, and Mr. Snmmera, of the North 
Afric1t Mission, j!ave a Yery interesting 
accomit of work for the Lord in Morocco. 
The amounts brought in by lhe collecto1s 
are ackuowledged in this month's list.. 
Other friends c•11 be supplied with boxes 
b:, appl}ing to the SecretAry, Metropolitan 
Tab~, uncle, Xewington, Loudon, S.E. 

On 'J'lfru/ny ,·r,-11i11g, Xoi-emb,·r 1, the 
Tabernacle was filled with an enthusiast:c 
audieuc~. the occasion being a Demonstra
ti011 in couuection with the Jubilee of the 
B:rnd of Hope L'"nion. Pastor Thomas 
81,urgeon occupied the chair, end, amid the 

.]w11.rt~· cbeeri11g of the large assembly, 
exhib1tccl and pinned upon his coat the 
sil,-er medal presented to him, by the Band 
of Hope l"nion, on tba.t Tery platform, 
...-hen be was a lad. Stirring addresses were 
delivered bY RH. W.R. Mowl!, M.A., Mr. 
J. \,illiams Benn, L.C.C., and E. H. Pick
ersgill, Esq., M. P. The Stockwell Orphanage 
handbell rrngers a.ud a. large choir of Band 
of Hope children added to the inttrest of 
tbe proceedings. The "John Ploughman" 
Gospel Tempe, ance Society helped to make 
th~ meeting the great success that it wa.s, 
a1,d had pledge-t"bles in various parts d 
the building. At the clo•e of the meeting, 
al out .'ill pledges were t.ken, and several 
p, rsons were enrolled as membtrs of the 
Society. whose next meeting, on December 
1. will consist of a lime-light lecture by 
Mr. VI·. P1 entice, missicner to the" coalics." 

On TatMloy cvn,,in_q, .:.Yovember 9, the 
a.rmual m,.eting of MB. Dre"N'S BIBLE-CLASS 
was held in the lecture-hall, which was 
well filled. The Pastor presided, prayer 
was offered Ly Mr. Thom; and Mr. Beckley 
presented t1e &port, which showed that 
the wcr,;: cf the Class ha.d been well sus
tained during the year. The Treasurer 
Ii.ended to the Plistor two cheques for £20 
eacb, one representing the amount eub
scri1ed for the College, lllld the other being 
on Lebalf of the Spanish M.isaion. In 
addition to these amounts, the C!a.ss ha.d 
contributed over £14 to the Mission at 
Kennington Cross. A most cheering ac
collllt of the work a.t this Mission, as well as 
at the other two with which the CL1•s is 
connecttd, was given. The Report referred 
to the promise made by the Clase to raise 
£100 tov.a.rds the Richmond Street Mis•ion 
Building Fund, a.IJd gra.tefuJly recorded the 
fact that, during the past year, that object 
had Leeu a.tta.i.I.,ed. 

Tht Pastur gratefully acknowledged the 
cheques that bad been handed to wm, and 

gave an encouraging aud Himulating ad
dress, dwe1li.ng more particular1y upon the 
importance of seeking the aid of the Holy 
Spirit in the study of the Bible, in order 
that its truths may be rightly understood. 
Rev. W.R. Mowll, M.A., then delivered a 
racy and vigorou• speech, which was greatl;r 
appreciated by the audience. With hie 
well-known pa1 tiality for au ncro•tic, he 
described the Word of God, ae the Word of 
Wisdom, Omnipotence, Regeneration, and 
Decision. Pastor C. B. 8awda.y hrielly 
spoke upon the Mission work of the Class, 
and Pestor J. W. Ewing, M.A., B.D., 
delivered a masterly addreee, taking as the 
basis of hie remarks, Rom. xii. I, 2. Not
withetending the late hour, his thoughtful 
and inspiring words held the attention of 
the audience without a. break. The meet
inl( wa.s. throughout, oue of the most happy 
a.ud profitable in the history of the Class. 

On TJTednesday eveni11_11, 1Yovemhe,· 10, the 
annual meeting of the TAllERNACLE Amr
ILIA.RY OF TIIE ZENlli.A. MISSION wa.e held 
in the College bui!div ge. The Pastor pre
sided, the Report for the year wa.s preseuted 
by Mr. Frank Thompson, and an earnest 
missionary address was delivered by Rev . 
J.P. Bruce, B.A. Additional contributions 
to this important service for the Lord will 
be gratefully received by Mrs. James Pass
more or Miss Olney; subscriptions a.nd 
donations ma.y be addressed to them a.t the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

COLLEGE.-Mr. S. Pilling, F.G.S., for
merly of Blackpool, has become pastor a.t 
Barry Road, East Dulwich. Mr. G. Wain
wright, who went from Bournemouth to 
the Ar.tipodes for the benefit of his health, 
has settled at Perth, Tasmania.. Mr. F. W. 
Duneter, of Upwell, ha.a accepted the charge 
of the English Baptist Church in Bombay. 

We omitted to mention, last month, that 
our good brother, Mr. Robert Spurgeon, 
ba.d again sailed for India, to resume the 
missionary work he loves so well. Another 
of •' Our Own Men" is sketched by his busy 
pen in the present Magazine, a.nd we hope 
to receive from him many more "Indian 
Incidents and Illustrations.'' We a.re sure 
that our friend will be grateful for our 
readers' prayers on behalf cf himself a.nd 
all his colleagues in the mission field. 

ORPIIANAGE.-The collectors' meeting was 
held on Tuesday ever,ing, November 9. The 
weather was very unfavowable, but the 
large attend a.nee of friends was a most 
encouraging evidence of their love for the 
Institution. .After tea in the girls' play
ha.ll, the friends gathe~ed in the bea.uti:ful 
Memorial Hall, the chaume.n of the evenmg 
being Joseph Benson, Eeq. After prayer 
by Dea.con Frauk Thompson, one of the 
Trustees, the President inti·oduce,i Mr. 
Benson as one of hie brother's oldest and 
most generous friends. The chairman, 
whose name is well-known as the honorary 
Pastor of the Belle IBie Mission, gave a 
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very excellent and stimulating address, and, 
later on, a generous contribution to the 
funds. 

Pastor H. W. Taylor, of St. Albans, also 
apoke concerning the claims of the Institu
tion ; and, at intervals, the Orphanage 
h&ndbell ringers and choir added to the en
joyment of the audience. A special item in 
the evening's proceedings was an exhibition 
by Mr. DavidDevant, of the Egyptian Hall, 
of a large number of animated photographs, 
including a life-like representation of the 
Queen's Jubilee procession. 

Thia month, Mr. Charlesworth and the 
Orphan choir are to hold meetings at Guild
ford, Havant, Emsworth, Waterlooville, 
Portsmouth, Southsea, Ryde, Gosport, 
Cowes, Newport, Basingstoke, a.nd Win
chester. They will ba grateful if friends 
iil all these places will do anything in their 
power to make the visits successful and 
profitable to the Iu.stitution. 

Urphanage Chnatmaa Festi1Jities. - One 
item which always needs to be included in 
our December ".Notes'' is a reminder to all 
who love the orphans that "0hris:ma.s is 
coming," and that the boys awl girls at 
:Stockwell have been trained t, expect the 
iestive season to bring to them all manner 
of good things in great abundance. Doubt
leso, the present year will be no exception 
to those that hava preceded it, a.nd in kind 
:.nd in coin many w11! show that their 
sympathy with the large fatherless family 
at the Vrphanage is as great as ever. The 
111st page of the Magazine shows how all 
gifts should be addre,sed. 

CoLPORTAGE.-November and December 
are always busy months with thecoiporteurs, 
for they expect then to sell large quantities 
of the books of the season, as well as a 
great variety of Christmas and New Year's 
ca.rds, mottoes, almanacks, &c. We ask all 
kind helpers to ex<tmine the colporteurs' 
Christmas stock: before purchasing else
where,as they never h11d a better assortment, 
and are particularly anxious to dispose of 

all they have. We call special attention to
the following works, all of which C!>n be
obtained of the colporteurs :-C. H. Sp,w
geon'a .Autobioyraphy,in volumes or monthly 
shilling parts; Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon ·s Te,i 

Years After! a.nd .A. l'arilton of' Bell, lo 
R,ng. ou.t the Old Truths of" .Pree Ur11ce 
Mid J)y,n:J Love;" 8purr1eon's Ittu,tr•1tcd 
(Book) Ahna,,ack for 1.~as, and ./oh,, 
l:'tou:1hman'a (Sheet) ./Jtmn,1ack /or lW)'l ;· 
Pastor Thomae Spurgeou'a volume of ser
mons, Light and Love; and a book which 
ha• bean blessed to the con,eraion of m~uy 
who have read it,-TA~: Traoelter'.-, {_;1,id1:. 
We trust that many are desiring to turu 
over a. new leaf. and to begin a. new life 
with the New Year; and 1i so, they are 
anxious to know what they must do to 
obtain the desired boon, The colporteurs 
always carry a good su~ply of wis,iel 
literature, and they are at ,,ii time• llapi,y 
to point sinners to the S<Lviour. ~Ve priy 
that, by their books, arnl by thci,· wurds. 
they may be the meJ.ns oi tae salvJ.ti•Jn oi 
very many precious souls. 

,ve hope tu open another D,strict at 
Codicote, in Hertiord~hire, comwencin6 
with the Ne,v Year. fhis promises to be 
a grand s,illere of labour; and we a;,peal 
to all in that region who are iutere,ted i:.i 
Colportage work, to co-operate with us iu 
making the new field oI service a --ve-:y 
fruitful one. We have also just s~a.rteJ a, 

tried a.nd honoured servaut of the cbso
cia.tion, Mr. A. Portingall, at East Dereb.am. 
through the kind interest of Pastor H. 
Freeman, Cowper Parsonage. We a,i;: the 
prayer, of all friewis that this gooc:. ma.u 
may be much blessed in his new work as he 
has been in times gone by. 

All communications should be addressed, 
'' i:iecretary," Colportage Association, 
Pastors' College, Temple Street, Southwark, 
Lond,n, S.E. 

Baptisms at Metropolitan Tabernacle :
November 4, eight; at H:.1Jdon Ha.11, 
October 31, three. 

f a~torn' ~oltcge, ~dropolitnn Wahcrnacle. 
Statement of Receipts from October 15th to November Ht!i, 1S0i. 

., Anonymous" 
u First Fruits " 
Miss Hudtiel<l 
Mrs. E. lleves ... ... 
" I ha.ve pre.yed for tb•e" 
Mrs. J. R. Haywoocl . . .. 
Executors of late Mr. Samuel Knight, 

uf Hushden 
Mr. W. Pitcher ... . .. 
E. L. 'f., per Pttstor T. Spurgeon 
Mr. W. Sparks 
Mrs. M. M. Fergusson 
Mrs. Ra.yboulcl 
0. B.,.. . .. 
Mr. J. Gibson, N.Z, ., ... . .. 
Anonymous, per Pastor T. Spurgeon ... 
lli~.:1 t\~lison ... 

£ s. d. 
l O 0 
O 7 0 

10 0 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 

100 0 0 
1 0 0 
3 3 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 O 

25 0 0 
2 10 0 
l O o 
0 10 O 

'' A sym.plthi.scr,'· per Pd.Stor T. 
Spurge:on ... . .. 

Rev. R. J. BeeclilI ... 
Mr. G. Coote ... . .. 
l\Ir. Dunn·~ Men's Bible-cla.ss ... 
An a.:tl::lictecl m..i.ssion.ury in India. 
Mrs. Du pout, per J. T, D. 

Weekly Offerings at Met. T,,b. :-
Oct. 17 ~l lo 0 

i.i ~o o 3 
m 5 o s 

N~~- 7 19 1 o 

£ s. d; 

I O 0 
0 o 
1 1 ll 

20 0 0 
1 0 
u 10 C, 

66 3 11 
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fastorn' ~ollege ~tisshmarJ! ~ssociation. 
Statement of Receipts f,·om Octobe1· 15th to Novembe,· 14th, 1897. 

Collectt-d by Miss Mundy 
Collected b,· Miss Barrett 
Coll,'<'t•·d bj• ~1r,. Butler 
Collect<ed by Mrs. Sjohla.m 
Collected by Mi .. 0. T._ylor 
Collected by Mrs. Cook ... 
Collect<>d bi· Mr. W. Vincent 
Collectc'<i b, llfr. A. Grose 
Collected by Mrs. Neville 
Collected by Miss M. L. Smith .. . 
Collect.ed b_, !\'Ci~s L. Busw ·ll .. . 
(:ollecteJ. by Miss L. Blackman 
Collect.-d br Miss A. Bla.ckm:.n 
Collected by Mrs. Fuller ... 
Co:tected by Miss Perkins 
Collect<>d by Mrs. Soper ... 
Collected by Miss Hancock 
Collected by Miss Ely ... 
Collected by Miss Partington 
Collected by Mrs. :'Ila.son .. . 
Collected by Miss Te.h .. . 
Colleoted by M., s. Holman 
Collected by Mrs. Gib!>ons .. . 
Collected by Miss Underwood .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Barrett .. . 
Collected by Mr. J. W. Harrald 
Collected by Miss Snowden 
Collected by Mrs. Knowlden 
Collected by Mrs. Jenson 
Collected by Miss Scudder 
Collected by Miss Perms.in 
Collected by Jllrs. Harvie .. . 
Collected by Mr. J.B. Parker .. . 
Collected by Mr. J. B. Parker .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Miller ... 
Collected by Miss Baker ... 
Collected bv Miss L. Wood 
Collected by Mrs. Newman 
Collected by Mrs. WesLbrook 
Collected by Mrs. Atkinson 
Collected by Miss N. Bryan 
Collected by Miss Elliott ... 
Collected by Miss F. T. Sones 
Collected by M.iss Vanner 
Collected by Mrs. Howard 
Collected by Mr•. Howell 
Collected by Mrs. Watts ... . .. 
Coll•cted by JIIrs, T. Spurgeon ... 
Collected by Miss Stlverside 
Collected by Mi•• 6wain ... 
Collected by :Miss Weeks 

£ e. d. 
0 4 6 
0 10 8 
0 It 8 
0 7 8 
0 12 0 
0 7 S 
0 8 9 
0 3 4 
0 3 6 
0 7 2 
2 6 6 
0 lt 0 
0 8 11 
0 3 3 
0 5 0 
0 12 1 
0 6 9 
0 10 6 
0 7 4 
0 4 1 
0 4 0 
0 10 4 
0 2 6 
0 4 l 
0 9 3 
1 5 6 
0 13 0 
0 5 l 
0 10 0 
0 8 10 
0 17 6 
0 6 4 
1 8 10 
2 1 6 
0 6 6 
O 8 0 
0 1 5 
0 10 0 
0 8 6 
0 6 3 
0 4 5 
0 3 11 
0 2 4 
o 8 8 
0 12 8 
0 11 0 
0 10 3 
0 13 8 
0 2 0 
0 6 3 
0 5 8 

Collected by J\Ire. Ballantine .. . 
Collected by Mr. J. Chaunon .. . 
Collected by Mies Strugnell 
Collected by Miae Strugnell ... 
Collected by Paetor W. T. Soper 
Collected by Mre. Gibeon . .. . .. 
Collected by Men'e Bible-claes, Baptist 

Chw·cb, Stroud .. . ... .. . . .. 
Collected by Miss F. Godde.rd .. . 
Collected by Mr. D. Browuing .. . 
Collected by Mr. M. N eate .. . 
Collected by Mr. Percy ... 
Collected by Miee Davis ... 
Colh·cted by Mre. Gardiner 
Collected by Miss He.II . . . .. . 
Collected by Mr. C. Browning .. . 
Collected by Miss F. M. Harrald 
Collected by Pae tor J. S. Hockey 
Collected by Miss E. Higgs .. . 
Collected by Mrs. F. Gardner .. . 
Colleoted by Mrs. C. Grant . .. . .. 
Collected by Miss and Master Buck• 

master ... ... . .. 
Collected by Miee Sanderson ... 
Collected by Miss RatcWf 
H. McS. .. ... ... ... . .. 
Metropolitan Te.bernacle Sunday School 

Missionary Union ... ... . .. 
w.s ......... . 
Mrs. J. R. He.ywood ... 

Per Mrs. T. Spurgeon:
llliss Butcher 
Mr. Elder 
Miss Stevenson 
Mrs. Fuller ... 
Mr. Wollacott 

Mi,e Chamberlain ... 
Master J. Chamberlain 
Mr. J. Gibson, N.Z. 

0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 8 0 
1 0 0 

],lr. W. Sparks ... ... ... . .. 
Mr. Dunn's Bible-claes, for Mr. J. P. 

Wigstone, Spain... .. . .. . 
"For Christ's eake,n per Mrs. C. H. 

Spurgeon ... ... ... . ... 
Miss M. M. Fergusson. per Mrs. C. H. 

Spurgeon, for Spanish Missions 

IDhe ~tockmell Q1Brphanage. 
Statement of Receipts from October 15th to November 15th, 1897. 

:.\!.r. John Cameron 
~lrs. Hor:--cra.ft 
"\Ins. E M1:1.ckle ... ... . .. 
.E,;ecutor of the late Mr. R. Purser 

Per Kev. A. Pa.rker ;
:\In . .d.lllOS 
lJ(Jt 

... 0 10 0 

... 0 0 6 

PI ooeede of Harvest Than.ksgi ving 
ljcJ'\'il'.!e, Ba.ptl-it Chapel, Cort.Jn 

)1r. J. G. C11s:sweli ... . .. 
H3.rW::::'-'~ 'l'b:rnlc~g-i,·Wg Service, Union 

Chapel, lt.:ingUm La.n:,;ley 
'.lli.,s :ii. H. D011:i.ldson 
:\[r. J. Toou ... 
'E. E ••· 
.,Jr. F. Flauders ... 
)!is. )I. 0. Sellar ... 
-.,t,:, rn ps, Callington 
)Irs. :;, Hra.zil 

£ •· d. 
40 0 0 

1 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

0 10 8 

1 O 0 
5 0 0 

0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
6 0 0 
1 U 0 
1 1 0 
0 3 0 
2 2 0 

Mr. J. Le.mont 
Mi,s Hadfield 
::Miee Bladen ... 
Mrs. Hewk!ey 
Mr. A. Cowell 
Mrs. H. Higgins 
Mr•. M. Watson ... .. . 
Messrs. Hom & Co. and employees 
baptist Cb .. pel, Little Tew, Oxon 
W. D.S., Hove ... . . 
Collected by Miss Meredith 
llr. G. W. Skeats ... 
Postd order, Dursley 
}:[r. 'l\ Dawes 
!\Iiss E. l\:fa.cuicoll ... 
Mr. F. Carpente,· .. . 
Mr. A. Edwe~cles .. . 
CuJkct.1-:11 at Young People's Service, 

S!i,,pher,l's Jlw;h H .. 11, per Mr. W. 
P. Huutcr 

£ •· d. 
0 6 6 
0 4 1 
0 2 7 
0 2 0 
0 2 10 
0 1 9 

0 10 ' 0 1 Ii 
0 2 6 
0 2 4, 
1 4 2 
0 l 6 
0 1 t 
0 14 9 
0 3 t 
l 6 0 
1 1 0 
2 8 9 
0 2 0 
0 16 0 

0 4, 

' 0 1 9 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 

15 0 0 
0 4 0 
2 0 0 

2 0 0 

0 10 0 
0 16 1 
2 10 0 
0 5 0 

20 0 0 

0 5 0 

0 Ii 0 

£79 4 Ii 

£ •· d. 
6 0 0 

10 0 0 
0 0 
0 10 6 
I O 0 
O 10 0 
I 1 0 
~ 15 0 
1 rn o 
O 6 0 
0 5 8 
I I 0 
0 2 8 
O 6 0 
0 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 1 0 

0 10 6 
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1\[r. H. Whitworth ... 
l'o8la.l order. Bitlingbourne . . . .. 
ltiohmood SundC1y-gchool Union, per 

Mr, C. Dr,lforne 
J\fr. nncl l\.tr~. U1111nt .. . 
A. A. T, per l•'. H. 'f. .. . 
M1·. C. lbber•on 
:\fr. T. 'f. Ne,biU. . ... 
A commercial traveller ... 
~£,·. Edward f:h1ttr ... 
Orphan (Jirl's Collectiog c·~rd-F. 

Hollanrl ... ... 
".\fossrt-1. W. C. Jn.rvie & Sons 
'.l[r. F. J. Bridge .. 
'.\lis,M. H1.tl 
:\Cr.:J. Mee... . .. 
Pastor G. W. Linoeco.r ... .. . 
l'ollected by Miss L. Spurgeon .. . 
W. J. H., Willes:len 
l\{1ss Hine ... ... .., ... ... 
A poor widow, per Mrs. M. J. Hayward 
Per Messrs. Passmore & Alo.baster :-

Mr. A. Pettit... ... 0 12 6 
Mr. D. Land... ... o 5 o 

Roston (In memoriam) ... ... ... 
Men's Bible-class, South Street Baptist 

f:hapel, Greenwich, per Mr. E. M. 
Didge ... ... ... ... ... 

Y.W.C.E., Victoria Chapel, Dea.I, 
per Miss F. Pledge 

1\-Ciss M. Fergu$8on 
ll[r. E. L. Simpson 
Y.P.S.C.E., Stanwick, per Mrs. E. 

P~~:t:s
9 

S. C"heP.n ;:_ 
Mrs. McKenzie 
A fri•nd ... 
Miss B. Green 

... 0 10 0 
... 0 10 0 
... 0 4 0 

Mr. F. W. Siggel .. ... 
Collected by Mr. D. Cheek ... 
Marudleld Street Sunday-school, per 

Mr. E. Johnson ... ... 
'Mr. J. Cutler ... 
)[iss Li!!'htbound .. 
Stamps, Inverness 
1Ir•. Adams .. . 
l\Irs. Curtis ... ... ... ... 
('ollected by Mr. Ja.mes Hooker 
l'ollected by Mr. W. F. Rolls ... 
Two friends at Clavlands Chapel 
<:ollected 'by Mr. H. Watson ... 
Mr. T. G. Green .. . 
1\[r. J. W. Hunkin .. . 
l\[r, Jo.mes Wilson .. , .. . 
)[r. and lllrs. Woolidge .. . 
1'\{rs. Rul?8' ... . .. 
-:\fr. R. E. Whitehead 
~fr. S. H. Perriam .. 
)Ciss A. Cumpstey ... 
Mr. Ja.s. Lundie .. . 
,rr T. Clydesdale .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Chiddock 
'Cise Beel dome 
X. R., Bdstol ... . .. 
, lollected by Mrs. Wilmot 
'u·. VV. Ward 
·O. B.... ... .. . 
'lrs. K B. Be\'es ... ... 
)[r. ThomRs Cottam, J.P. 
)[r. Hartswell 
)lrs. Bradley 
'.\(ii,;s Scarfe ... 
~,-mcl \Vich, pet· Bank ere 
i\[rH, L. Crowhurst ... . .. 
l'ollectc~ by l\[rs. E. S. Harrison 
f'ollccted by l\Iiss 8, A. Ackland 
)[rs. M. Sutherland .. . 
,C,,llcctcil by Mrs. Rees .. . 
)Ir. R. M. George ... .. . 

£ •· d. 
0 10 0 
0 1 0 

2 2 0 
0 10 0 
2 5 0 
0 3 0 
0 10 0 

25 0 0 
2 2 0 

0 14 0 
1 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 3 0 
0 3 6 
0 12 6 
0 3 0 
0 7 6 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

01T 6 
4 0 0 

3 3 0 

2 13 4 
1 3 6 
0 5 0 

0 6 0 

1 4 0 
0 3 0 
0 4 9 

1 0 0 
1 1 O 
0 2 6 
O 2 5 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 6 
0 6 
1 0 
2 2 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
O 10 6 
O 5 0 
O 10 0 
0 1•) 6 
0 2 6 
1 9 0 
II 6 0 
0 6 0 

10 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 S ·O 

5') 0 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 2 6 
1 0 0 
0 0 6 
1 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 6 
0 10 6 
0 10 O 
1 2 S 
O 5 0 

Mrs. Foord ... 
J.C. M. . .. 
Mr. A. Hutton 
Mi•• E. S. White .. . .. . 
Mrs. l:lurgess's Bilile-clasa 
J.B. C. ... ... ... 
Miss G. f!haw 
Mr. G. Tolley ... ... .., 
Mrs. E . .J. Walker's family box 
Collected by Mr.,. Holder... . .. 
Sir Frederick Howard ... 
Collected by Miss Cubitt ... 
Collected by Mias Roe 
Miss Watts... ... .. 
Collected by Miss H. Sampson 
:i\Iiss Jeannie Pearee ... . .. 
An admirer of Pastor C. H. Spur-

geon 
Mrs. Fox 
B. .. ... ... 
Mr. IAf!in and friends ... 
Collected by Mies Attfield 
Collected by Mrs. H. Vincent 
Collected by Miss H. Wood ... . .. 
Cranford Baptist Sunday- school, 

Hounslow, per Mr. A. 8mith ... 
Collected by Master D. J. Freeman 
Collected by Miss A. Wells 
Collected by Mrs. Blake ... .. . 
Collected by Miss Robinson ' .. . 
Collected by Mrs. Hemsley .. . 
Collected by Miss A. M. Strickland 
Collecteil by Miss M. Rayner .. . 
Collected !,y Mi,s A. Godfrey .. . 
Collected by Miss Wolfenden ... 
Collec.ted by Mr. Jas. Friend and 

family ... ... ... 
Col•ected by Mrs. Hens by 
Collected by Miss E. A. Rich 
Collected by Mrs. Perry .. . .. . 
Collected by 11-Ir. W. Sherlock .. . 
Collected by Miss L. Harrison ... 
lllr. Jam,s Slater ... 
A widow, Worksop ... 

Per ~Ir. J. W. "White:-
!11iss Elven ... 1 O O 
Miss White . .. 0 10 0 

Mr. Geo. Smith 
Mrs. Gooding ... ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. M. Saunders ... 
Collec :ed by Miss ~I. Chea! 
Collecte,t by Miss A. Cowles 
Co1lected by Mr. W. Coward 
Collected by ~Ir. G. Soooner 
Collected by Mrs. Hoskins 
Collected by Mrs. L. Pilgrim 
Collected by Miss E. G. Comber 
Collected by Miss C. M. Bidewell 
H.J. W. ... ... ... ... ... 
Mr. H.J. Veitch (for the maintenance 

of an orphan boy for one year) 
7'.[iss Nelson 
L.B.... ... .. ... 
Collected by Mr3. L. But--her .. . .. 
Baptist Sunday-school, Twickenham, 

!"er Mr. J. Slade... ... ... 
Collected by Mr. F. G. Buckmaster 
Collected by MI'S. Pankhurst ... 
:Messrs. Adtt.m~ & Co. . . . . .. 
Cnllected by Mr. J. D. Hardie ... 
l\Irs. 0,ll'diner ... . .. 
Collected by Mrs. Brown 
Mrs. L. Atkinson ... 
Mr. F. Fl>mders 
Postal ordet·, Fttirforcl ... 
Collected by Mrs. Hillier ... 
f:ollected by Mrs. E. Stevenson 
The Guardians of Hemel Ilemp•tead 

Union (towards the ma.inten,uice of 
au orphll.Jl boy for one year) ... 

4.5 
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£ •· d. 
0 () 
() () 

1 0 0 
o JO 0 
() ,:j 6 
I O 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
2 12 0 
1 5 4 
2 2 0 
0 17 6 
2 15 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 2 
0 2 6 

0 1Q 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 6 
0 5 0 
0 13 6 
0 8 6 

0 9 0 
0 4 0 
0 6 0 
0 13 0 
0 7 1 
0 12 6 
0 12 0 
0 5 7 
0 4 6 
0 5 0 

0 JO 0 
0 5 0 
2 U 0 
0 7 6 
1 16 8 
0 6 4 
1 1 0 
0 3 0 

1 10 0 
5 2 6 
0 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 17 6 
0 7 6 
0 3 6 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 
0 6 
0 3 0 

20 0 0 
1) 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 lU 

0 0 
19 11 

ll 10 0 
0 9 0 
0 2 6 
2 2 0 
ll 9 
0 10 6 
I O 0 
0 2 tl 
0 l 6 
0 10 6 

6 r. ff 
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llfl's. Dee ... .., 
ro~tal oniPr, Pan"'bonrne 
('.,)lerted by Miss Sha.rp ... 
J\h~ Howe .. . .. 
)Ina. M.A. L,rnelle .. , 
PoE-t.al order, :\""otth11,mpton 
1\Irs. ,T. Cox ... .. . .. 
Co\JC',,t.f'd lw 'Mll:'.IE- L. Jackson 
:\h~. GrovCS... u . . • • •• 

P<>r l\Irs. C. H. Spnrgeon :-
A my .. ... ... ... 
)[rs. Pool 
B. S. .. 
Mi"" S. Belford 

0 10 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 

Per Mrs .. T. A. Spurgeon:-
1\lr. E .. 1. R-.,a ... ... 2 2 o 
)liss Ollard . . . 0 2 0 

J\lr. A. Doucch,rty ... 
,1. Darrog-h. Kohat ... ... . .. 
E\',•lyn and Luer Brown, per Pastor 

£ •· d. 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
II 2 0 
l O 0 
0 2 6 
0 10 0 
0 2 6 
0 JO 0 
0 2 6 

2 6 0 

2 4 0 
0 10 6 
0 6 0 

T. S pw-gcon ·- ·- . . . . .. 
KB .. 

1 0 0 

Eweuton, of the late Mr. 
0

Samu~i O lO O 
Knig-ht .. . . . ... ... . .. 10~ 0 0 

Ex,'cutrix of the late Miss J1Lue Bowie 117 3 7 
Ewcu tors of the late Mis• J es.sie Ta ws 200 0 0 
Executors of the late Mr. Benj .. min 

Stradley .. . . .. . .. .. . _ 10 0 0 
.lledi11qs b.,, Jlr. Charlesworth a,ul ~ 

Orphnuage Choir:-

fl'imt, Road. Tooting ... ... 
~ale of programmes, Belle Isle M:i~sion 
Victoria ltoad lla.ptist llh11pel, Wands-

,~orth ... ... ... ... . .. 

2 10 0 
OH 2 

13 6 9 
Pu hhc Hall, Erith .. ... ... . .. 16 14 10 
Lamheth Be.nd of Hooe Union meet

ing- at Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Da.h;tnn Junction Bapti.,;t Chapel ... 
fhe .T ohn Ploag-h.man Gospel Temper

ance Society 

1 
12 

2 

1 
B 

2 

Rrai11Pd at Gollectors' mee.ti11g, November 9th. 
Collecting Eoxes :-

Allen, Miss ... ... 
Batchelor, Miss R. 
Bi.iley, l\Iiss ... 
Bamden, ;drs. 
Hartlett, Miss N. 
Heaven, Mrs. A.. 
Belben, Miss 
Helleine, Miss 
Hclleine, Miss 
Best. Mrs .... 
Hithrey, Mrs. 
Bliss, Miss ... 
Brice, l\Ia.ster 8. 
Boswell, Mro. . .. 
Boughton, Mr. H. ... 
Bown, Mr .... 
B<,wn, ~rs 
Hc:rton. ~hs. W. 
Hurtt. ~[i-,; E. 
Butler, Mro. 
Butt, Miss .. 
Boyce. ~Iws G. 
Carpenter. Miss 
,~a.rt.er' ~li:,s... • .. 
, 'larid!.!1·. \tit--i:; G .... 
Cilllli(. \Iv;,,}', 
Cook. lJr~. 
r,uok. :\L.i .. ,.. M. 
Coru1,..h. )liot-
Cox, J\lr. H 0. 
Crowder. )fro. 
Culley. M1.s, F. 
(AJllt-,·. Mr. A. 
CuLley, :lli..!, 

£ s. d. 
l 1~ 3 
0 4 6 
0 1 7 
0 17 8 
0 2 2 
0 2 1 
0 3 0 
0 3 5 
0 2 6 
0 6 6 
0 4 6 
0 4 11 
0 3 1 
0 18 7 
0 2 9 
1 6 11 
0 12 Ii 
2 13 9 
0 1 10 
l 3 1 
0 1 10 
0 7 0 
0 3 0 
1 3 9 
O l 6 
0 2 8 
0 18 0 
0 9 4 
0 3 • 
0 .\ 6 
O 10 11 
0 4 7 
0 9 6 
0 4 6 

0 
B 

0 

Dawe, l\li!IIR C. 
Dennish, Mr. A.. 
Dobson, Mr. J. 
Dykes, Mrs. . .. 
B1rlrirl!f", Ma.ster R. 
FA.mter, 1\fies .. , 
l>>tthers, Mrs. ,., 
Fletcher, Mr. G. .. . 
Fisher, Mr. H. F ... . 
!-'itch Mrs.... .. . 
Ft·1,by, Mr. J. .. . 
Forward, Mi89 G ... . 
Fuller, Miss E. .. . 
Grant, Mi..... .. . 
George, Ma.ster E._ 
Gill1Lrua, lllr. A. J .... 
Grimes, Mi89 ... 
Halls, Miss... .. . 
Harden, Miss .. . 
Harrald, The Misses 

:~~-Muter E·. 
Hazzard, Master ... 
Relier, l\Irs. A. . .. 
Rertzell, Mrs. ... 
Hertzel!, Master F. 
Herring, Ma.ster B. 
Hewitt. Mi89 ... 
Hibbert,Miss Daisy 
Hibbert, Miss Elsie 
Holdstock, Miss E. .;,d 

Me.ster ... ... .. . 
Houghton, Miss Maud .. . 
Howland, .Miss (No. 3 Girls, 

8.0.) ... 
Hudson, Mias 
Hunter, Miss F. 
Iles, Miss ... ... ... 
In memory of Mrs. G. 

Wilmott ... 
Ja.coho, Miss E. .. . 
J ewhurst, Miss .. . 
Johnston, Miss N .... • 
Jones, Miss M. 
Ja.,,<>o,Mrs .... 
.Tones, Mrs. J. J .... 
Kelting, Me.ster 0. 
Kington, Mrs. 
L~w, Miss D. 
Law, MiseV. 
Lott, Mias E. 
Luckhurst, Mrs. 
Ma.okay, Mrs. 
Madder, Mrs. 
Mallison. Mrs. 
Mason, Mrs. 
May,Mr. E. 
Middleton, Mrs. 
Millwood, Mrs. 
Montagn,Mrs. 
Moore, Mrs .... 
Morris, Master 
Morgan, Ma.ster 
Morgan. Mr. F. 
Miller, Miss J. ... ... 
Metropolitan Tabernacle 

Mothers' Meeting, per 
Mrs. Bartlett 

Newton, Mrs. 
Parker, Miss 
Parker, Mrs. 
P,uker, Master 
Pavey, Miss... ... .. 
Pawsey, Misses A. 1tnd E. 
Pavne. M,.,.t,,r H .... 
Pe&rce, The Misses 
Pear,.on, Mr. F. 
Preedy. Mrs. 
Pitt, Mrs. • .. 
Podmore, Mrs. 
Potter, Miss 

£, B, d. 
0 1 2 
0 l<l 5 
0 6 11 
2 O 0 
0 3 2 
0 3 !i 
0 2 0 
0 I 8 
1 ~ 7 
o r, o 
I O 3 
0 3 1 
O 2 6 
0 11 0 
0 2 9 
O 10 6 
0 6 11 
0 3 6 
0 1 8 
l 11 0 
0 2 2 
0 2 10 
0 6 6 
0 16 3 
O 6 7 
0 4 11 
0 2 1 
0 2 1 
0 6 11 
0 8 7 

0 2 0 
0 .2 4 

o e 4 
0 9 1 
0 4 7 
0 3 3 

0 6 4 
0 2 10 
0 B 0 
1 7 3 
o 2 B 
O 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 2 
0 4 8 
0 10 6 
0 8 3 
0 4 6 
0 7 6 
0 12 0 
0 2 9 
0 6 2 
0 3 9 
0 4 2 
0 4 9 
0 2 2 
0 9 10 
0 4 1 
0 13 0 
0 12 0 
0 3 11 
0 6 6 

0 12 0 
0 1 11 
0 1 11 
O 3 3 
0 3 4 
0 7 6 
0 7 3 
0 10 4 
0 10 6 
0 2 11 
0 4 3 
0 2 1 
0 1 10 
0 6 2 



Prondroot, Mi11e ... 
l,lummer, MiMe N. . .. 
IloLel't StreN, Run<lny-

FJr>hool, per Mr. Even:tl. ... 
Robins, Mrs, 
Roper, Mrs .... 
Jl.111-1scll, Mrs. 
Krrnull, Mrs .... 
Stttpeley, Mr. 
Stephens, MiRs 
Ht rccter. Miss L. 
Hilley. Mrs ... . 
Sims, Mrs. ... . .. 
Smith, Master B. .. . 
Smith, Ma•ter T . . .. 
Smith, Mrs .... 

~::::t~: MTh~r M;.°~~s n: 
andN. . .. 

Smith, Miss C. 
~oulsby, Mis~ 
Sutton, Mr, Thos. . .. 
Thompson, Master C. H ... 
Tier, Mrs .... 
Townrow, Mrs. 
Vea.rs, Mrs ... . 
Ville, Mro. ... . .. 
Wadland, MiBS L .... 
Wulling, l\lrs. 
Watson, M.r:i. 
Weeks, Miss 
Wren, Mrs .... 
Williams, Miss 
Wilmot, Mrs. 
Windsor, Miss ••• 

UOLl'OHTAGE ASSOCIATION, 

£ "· d. 
0 A 10 
0 U 4 

0 5 11 
0 10 2 
II 6 5 
o a n 
0 1(1 r, 
1 2 9 
0 2 11 
0 3 5 
0 4 7 
0 1 0 
1 4 0 
0 5 8 
0 5 0 
0 2 11 

Rum~ ,miler B. Ahilling .•• 
Odd farthing• and half

pence 

Oollecling Books:

Ani:ra~, Mrs.,.. . .. 
llarret.t, Mr. H. • .. 
Rrown, Mi!il:A J. . .. 
Charleff, Mi8s F. B. 
Coleman, :'\Ir11. . .. 
Everett, Mi•• A. ... 
Laver, Mn~ .... 
Noble, Mrs.... . .. 
Saunders, l\Ir. E. W, 
Wilkin.<ion, Mrs. . •• 

Per Mrs. Charlesworth:-
Mrs. Everidge... . .. 
Mes~r~. Pocock Brothers 
Mr. W.W. Thompson 
J.L.A .... 

Donations:-
" In memory of Mr~. A. 

Schilizzi."from hP,rTrne
tees, per Joseph Beru,on, 
Eeq. ... . .. 

Joseph Bem~on, Esq. 
Everett, Mn. and son 
,Jepbs. Miss... . .. 
Parker. Mr. J.B .... 
Raybould, Mrs. . .. 
Thompson, Mr. Frank 
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£ "· d. £ •· d. 
0 3 1 

0 2 3 
55 19 10 

£ •· d. £ s. d. 
0 10 0 
3 0 0 
0 R 6 
0 5 () 

0 10 0 
3 4 6 
1 16 0 
0 7 6 
3 10 0 
0 4 0 

1 0 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 

20 0 8 

20 0 0 
6 0 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 

28 1 0 

Whitehead, MllBter A. 
Whittington,~ 

0 1 4 
0 1 1 
0 4 11 
0 4 6 
f, 3 3 
0 8 1 
0 1 7 
0 10 6 
0 4 1 
0 5 10 
1 3 0 
0 3 0 
0 4 9 
0 6 0 
0 4 1 
0 10 10 
0 6 2 
0 4 1 
0 10 10 

£901 11 9 

List ~I Presents from October 15th to November 15th, 1897,-PROVISIO"S :-28 lbs. Baking Powder, 
::llessro. Freeman & Hildyard; a quantity Chocolate (for Choir Boys), Mrs. P.u-tiugton: ~21 ll,s. Rice, 
Mr. J. L. Potier; 1 New Z•aland Sheep, Sir A. Seale Ha.slam; 2 sacks Flonr. Mr. J. Attlee; 10 cwt. 
Jam, Mr. G. H. Dean; 14 lhs, Honey, Mr. W, Marchant; 8 barn gallons Milk, Mr. Walker; 4 tally 
Cabbages, 1 hag Potatoes, 1 he.g Parsnips, Mr. J. Norkett. 

BoYS' CLOTHING :-1 parcel wom Clot!iing, Mrs. B. Watkins; 20 Articles, The Ladies' Working 
Meeting, Metropolitan Tabemaole, per Miss Higgs; 3 pairs Socks, Anon. 

GIRLS' CLOTHING :-6 Flannelette Nightdresses, Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon; 13 Articles, The Ladies' 
Working Meeting. Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgo; 24 Articles. Mrs. Wilkinson; 2 coo.irs 
Stockings, Mrs. M. Sutherland ; 60 Articleo, Miss Harper; 10 Articles, Miss McLa.ren: 36 .dl"ticles, 
Mrs. Watling; 317 Articles (Girls' and Boys'), The Reading Wor~ing Party, per Mrs. J. Withers. 

GeNERAL :-A quantity of Cutl's and Collars, a few Fronts, Frilling and Wool, Mrs. C. Cooper ; 
2 Paper-knives &Dd a qu,,ntity of Cards, A. L. B.; 3 D•>lls, 1 box Bricks, Mrs. Wilkinson; 3 Pillows 
·of new Feathers in slips, Mrs, M. Sutherland; 1 bud Firewood, Mr. G. Boxall, 

~ot11orfage ~55odntion . 
. 8tale111e11t of Receipts ji·om Oclobe1· 15th to November 14th, 1897. 

Dish-ice Subscriplion.'l : -
Taunton, per Mr. A. A. Chapmn.u ... 
Cardiff nod Penrhiceiber, per Mr. R. 

Cory, J.P.... ... ... ... . .. 
Kent and SuRBe" Baptist Association, 

per Pa.itor T. H1mcocks 
Cardi.If, pet• Mr. J. C"ry, J.P .... 
Evesham, per Mr. ,Vm. Aohley ... 
lietropolitan Tabernacle, per Mr. 

Thos. H. Olney ... . .. 
Southern Baptist Assooiat1on, per Mr. 

£ s. d. 
11 6 O 

11 5 0 

40 0 0 
11 6 0 
8 16 0 

10 0 0 

T~wkesbury, per Mrs. Robinson 
Tewkesbury, per Mrs. 'fhos. White 
Eiu-l's C,,lne, per lir. J. A. Ta.well ... 
Aylesbury, per Messrs. Taylor and 

Gumey ... ... ... . .. 
Conisborough, per Mr. F. E. Smith ... 
Stratford-on-Avon, per Mr. J. Small-

wood, J.P. ... •.• ... 
Chard, per Mr. Thos. PellIIJ .•• 

£ •· d. 
5 0 0 
1 5 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 
22 10 0 

S 15 0 
11 5 0 

J. II. D!ttke ... ... .. 60 0 0 £2i6 6 0 
Minchinhampton, per Messrs. P. C. 

Evn.ns nnd t'ion ... •.. ... 
Tewlcet-bu.ry, perP11 ... torJ. E Bl'ctt 
Hopton und Swadlincote. p~r E. S. 
Sellindge, per M,·. A. Sharman ... 
Brentfol'd, •• In memoL·ie.m" ... 

10 0 
l 6 

20 0 
13 16 
10 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Ge1u•1·al Fund:-
Mrs. E. A. Calder ... ... 
A friend, per Mrs. Stevew, 
O. ll. "" 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 
0 1 0 

10 0 0 
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Mn,. Rayhnuld ... 
lllTO, .J. R. HKl"""Brd 
Mr . • , . SpODCPr ~m,th '.' '.. . '' 
Anonymous, per rastor Thoe. Sr,ur-

gro11 

£ •• d. I I O O Mrs. lfawle ... 
1 o O Mrs. Gl\rdiner 
0 2 6 

1 0 0 

£ •· cl. 
0 r, 0 
2 2 0 

£20 10 G 

EnRATUM :-Omitted 10th July, for Cooisborough District, per Mr. F. E. Smith, £22 108. 

ijastors' ~oltrgc ,§ocicfJI off ®tmngelists . 
.Statement of Receipts f.-0111 Octobe1· 15th to .November 14th, 1897. 

O.B .... 
£ s. d. 

. .. 10 0 0 

~purgcon's Jund for 
lord's 

<!icncral 
ffitorh. 

'ijlht in the 

Statcme,it of Receipts f.-0111 October 15th to November I3tl,, 1897. 

Mre. Nixon ... 
Mr. W. Higbed 
Mrs. G. . .. 
Mrs. Agnes Snell ... ... ... .. 
A thankoffering to God for SermoU: 

No. 2,319 ... 
M. R. ... 
Phebe 

£ s. d. 
2 0 0 
0 6 0 
3 0 0 
5 0 0 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

Northampton 

For translationa of sei-rnons :

Miss E. Cubitt .. 
Mr: A. Cumpstey .•• 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 

0 10 0 
0 10 ff 

£13 10 6 

Jculah Japtfat ~Impel, Jedtill-on- Jta. 
Slatement of Receipt• from Octobe1· 15th to November 13th, 1897. 

£ s. d. ,t s. d. 
Amount previously acknowledged ... 2,238 16 7 
Mrs. Howell . ... 6 O 0 

Per Pa.etor J. S. Hockey :
Edmonton friend· ... 0 6 0 

A mite from Norfolk ... •.. ._ 1 O 0 Mr. C. Laflin 0 2 6 
A pastor's fi1·st marriage fee in new 

chapel ... ... .. ... ... 0 5 0 
Fonr bricks, in loving memory of 

C.H.6 .... 
Mrs. Keevil .. •- .. 
A sermon-reader. Brighton ••. . .. 
l'rom one wbo, in deep poverty, has 

been .. me.1·velloutily helped " 

0 10 0 
6 0 0 
0 2 6 

0 10 0 

Ebenezer ... ... ... . .. 
Profit on sal• of Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon'• 

photographs (second ipstalment) ... 
In boxes at lleulah Baptist Chapel ... 

1 0 

1 13 
0 12 

!> 
6 
7 

£2,254 19 8 

Special Notiee.-Confributioru, "For General Use in the Lord's Work," for Foreign 
Tramlati.un• of C. H. Spurgeon', 8e1·mons, ar.d for Beulah Baptist Cl,apel, Bexltitl-on-Sea, 
•Jwuld be •.nt to .Mr,. C. H. i:Jpurgeon, " W'estwood," JJeutah Hitt, Uppe1· Noi·wood, 
London, S. E!' 

I!onutiom for tht Pastors' CoUege, the Pastor•' Colleqe Jllis•ionary .Association, and thq 
Colportrtye .AS8ociatw,,, should be addressed to the President, Pastor Tlwma• 8purgeo11, 
c/o tke &cretary, Metrnpolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London, S.E. 

Contributions an 1. gifts in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Home, ,hould he addre .. ed to 
the Presideut, Pastor J . .A. Spuryeon, c/o tM Secretary, Stockwett Orphanage, Clapham 
Road, Lond-On, S. TY. 

Cluqne• and money orders should be crossed, and made payable to the President of th11 
J,,.,titatir,u for which the donation i• intended. ]Jonor, are earne,,tl!f 1·eq11exted to swd their 
fut/ 11Q11u-., ""rl addresses will,. thei, gtfts, and to write to the Preaident if tlie11 do not recei1111 
tM ad11ou;Lcdg111e1tt w,llrn, a w•ek. 




