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THE EPISTLE OF BARNABAS

§ 1. AUTHOR.

TRE tradition is quite untrustworthy which attributes
this Epistle to the companion of St. Paul. We can say
no more than that the author is a bold allegorist of
strong Alexandrian colouring, who is intensely interested
in Judaism, and steeped in the knowledge of the laws
of the old covenant. But he is mercilessly opposed to
traditional Judaism, which he considers to have been -
mistaken from the beginning ; and every word of the
old law is interpreted by him in the light of the Christian
revelation. These characteristics may have been enough
to suggest a counection with St. Paul's fellow-worker,
who was a Hellenist and a Levite and, in strange
contrast with his colleague, had left no literature to
perpetuate his name. It is conceivable that he may
have actually written something on the same theme as
the extant Epistle, and that the latter was preserved,
while the former was lost. Indeed, we have the state-
ment of Tertullian* that Barnabas was the author of the
Epistle to the Hebrews—an epistle which deals with
the same theme as the book we are considering; and

* Dg¢ Pudicitia, 20.
iii
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iv- INTRODUCTION

in the Claromontane Stichomelry these two Epistles are
confused,*

§ 2. DATE.

This also must remain doubtful ; but there are two
passages in the Epistle which have been taken as indica-
tions of date, while a further consideration comes from
the similarity of parts of the Epistle to the Teaching of
the Twelve Apostles.

1. In Chap. IV, 4 the prophecy of the ten kingdoms
is quoted from Dauniel, with the little king after the ten,
who should subdue three of the kings under one; also
the little horn which came out of the ten, subduing three
of the horns under one. These things are spoken of as
now at hand. Taking Vespasian as the tenth Emperor,
and regarding the thres in one as the union with him of
his two sons, Titus and Domitian, and connecting the
little horn of Antichrist with the current expectation of
Nero's reappearance, we artive at the date A.D. 70-79.
This is the theory accepted by Lightfoot.t -

2. The other passage is in XVI. 3, 4, where the words
of Isaiah are quoted concerning the temple: “ Lo, they
who destroyed this temple shall themselves build it.”
And then the statement is added : “That is happening
now. For owing to the war it was destroyed by the
enemy ; at present even the servants of the enemy will

* The Claromontane Stichometry is a list of the books of the Old
and New Testaments (with the number of their stichos, or lines, in
each case) preserved in the sixth-century Codex Claromontanus of
the Pauline Epistles. In this list the Epistle to the Hebrews is not
mentioned, but the Epistle of Barnabas is placed between Jude and
the Apocalypse ; and the number of lines ascribed to it would fit
the Epistle to the Hebrews (see Westcott, Epistle o the Hebrews,
p. xxix).

t Apostolic Fathers (ed, Harmer, 1891), p. 242.
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build it uwp again.” These words have been taken as
referring to the year A.n. 132, when the Jews had new
hopes of restoration, and Bar-Cochba roused ail Palestine
against the Roman rule. But this theory not only
conflicts with the earlier passage about the Emperors
(which does not point to the reign of Hadrian), but it is
very uncertain whether the author is referring to the
material temple at all. Lightfoot declares that any
interpretation but a spiritual one ‘ runs counter to the
general teaching of this writer.” *

3. The Epistle contains (XVIII-XXI.) a passage
known as “ The Two Ways.” This is also found in the
Didache, a book which seems to date from the beginning
of the second century. If “The Two Ways” was a
Jewish pre-Christian document which was copied both
by our Epistle and the Didache, this copying is not
likely to have happened in either case much later than
the end of the first century. But if the Didache copied
from the Epistle of Barnabas (an unlikely explanation),
we must certainly place the latter fairly early. And
if, once more, the Epistle copied from the Didache, it
is not very probable that a generation would elapse
between them. The beginning of the second century
is thus suggested as a date for the Epistle, and other
considerations make this more likely than either of the
dates suggested above.

§ 3. CONTENTS.

It is addressed to some unknown community, which
was versed in Judaic lore, and in touch with Alexandrian
ideas ; at least, that is what the writer takes for granted.
He writes and speaks of his love for them, and calls

* Apostolic Fathers, p. 241.
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himself one of themselves (I. 8,IV. 6). His purpose is to
warn them against accepting the Old Testament in its
literal sense, and to reveal some of the allegorical
teaching it contains concerning Christ. The Jews are
shown to have been utterly mistaken in having accepted
it literally, so that the Old Covenant, as well as the
New, belongs only to the Christians.*

The writer begins with moral and spiritual warnings,
charging his readers to take heed to themselves, because
the days are evil (II. 1). But he soon turns to
instruction, warning them' not to follow those who claim
that the Jewish covenant is * both theirs and ours,” for
the Jews by their idolatry at Sinai lost their revelation
as soon as they received it (IV. 6). Many passages of
the Psalms and Prophets are shown to refer directly
to Christ (VL.); and the same is proved of the Law
(VIL-X.). He proceeds to give types of such Christian
symbols as Baptism and the Cross (XI.-XIL.). He then
examines the Covenant, the Sabbath, and the Temple, to
establish his argument (XIIL-XVIL.).

At this point he breaks off, and returns to his first
exhortation—to right living. For this purpose he uses
“The Two Ways,” calling them *the way of Light”
and ““ the way of Darkness” (unlike the Didache, which
terms them “the way of Life” and *the way of
Death ). He illustrates them in turn, but more briefly
than does the Didache (XVIIL-XXI.).

* Barnabas and the Epistle to the Hebrews treat similar themes
in strikingly different ways (see Westeott, Canon of the New
Testament, pp. 43-45; London, 1881). Barnabas was sometimes
regarded as within the canon, sometimes as doubtful (ibid.,
pp. 41-42).
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§ 4. SOURCES.

1. Greek MSS. :

(@) Codex Sinaiticus (N), of the Bible, fourth cen-
tury ; it follows the Apocalypse (thus
suggesting that the Epistle may have been
included at one time in the canon).

(b) Codex Constantinopolitanus (C), dated a.D. 1056.
In the Library of the Holy Sepulchre at
Constantinople ; published by Bryenmios
in 1875.

{¢) Nine kindred MSS. (G), in which it is in-
complete.

2. Latin Version :

Petropolitanus (. v. 1. 39), of the ninth or tenth
century; Chaps. XVIIL.-XXI. (“The Two
Ways ") are omitted.

3. Quotations are numerous in Clement of Alexandria,
and the Didache bears on the text of XVIII.—-
XXI.

The text of this edition is reprinted from that adopted
by Lightfoot (Apostolic Fathers . . . Revised Texts with
Short Infroductions, ete.; London, 1912), by kind per-
mission of the Lightfoot Trustees.
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