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THE DIDACHE ; OR, TEACHING OF
THE TWELVE APOSTLES

1. THE AUTHOR.

THE author of this treatise is quite unknown, The book
does not claim to have been actually: written by the
Apostles, but only to give their teaching.

There .are very few hints of loeality. . The Eucharistic
bread is said to be made of grains “scattered upon the
mountains,” which does not agree with a level country
like Egypt; and the permission to baptize in warm water
implies that the country was not a hot one.

The book had long been lost, until a manuscript of it
was discovered-by Bryennios at Constantinople in 1875,

2. DaTE.

Many theories of its date and origin have been put
forward. Some would place it at the beginning of the
second century, others later in that century—after
Clement, but befors Hermas; and Dr. Bigg, on the
strength of the indebtedness to other Christian literature
- which he finds in it, would regard it as a fourth-century
work. The general opinion, however, is that it belongs

to the second century.
iii
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3. CONTENTS.

It is a composite work, and may be divided into three
parts :

1. Chapters I.-V. treat of the “Two Ways.” This
is a familiar theme in early Christian literature, and
oceurs (with many verbal identities) in the Epistle
of Barnabas. It may well have been a pre-Christian
Jewish treatise; but it has been used as a manual
of Christian conduet, to be studied by catechumens
before their baptism. This must explain the sub-
title of “The Lord’s Teaching to the Heathen by
the Twelve Apostles.”

2. Chapters VI-X. form a kind of communi-
cants’ manual, giving sundry instructions concerning
Christian Worship, Baptism, Fasting, the Eucharist,
and Prayer. It is quite likely that this part also
was incorporated from some older source.

3. Chapters XI.-XVI. give regulations concerning
Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers, and also Bishops
and Deacons, and instruction on the attitude of
Christians towards their ministers. Then is added
a final chapter containing warning and encourage-
ment with regard to the end of the world.

4. IMPORTANCE AND DIFFICULTIES.

The publication of the Didache threatened to revo-
lutionize our theories as to the Ministry in primitive
times. ¥or Priests do not appear in it at all, and Bishops
and Deacons are only mentioned at the end, as claiming
to be honoured along with Apostles, Prophets, and
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Teachers. This was taken to indicate that when the
book was written there was still a charismatic Ministry,
such as appears vaguely in 1 Cor. xii. and xiv. and
Eph. iv. 11, 12, and that the later threefold Ministry
had not yet fully taken its place. But other considera-
tions make so early a date unlikely, and an examination
of the nature of the Ministry indicated suggests Church
conditions to which neither time nor place can be
assigned.* The Apostles are mere missioners, whose
bona fides must be carefully watched (XI. 4-6). Although
it is a sin against the Holy Ghost to test a Prophet’s
ublerance, his conduct may easily be wrong (XI. 7-12).
Attempts to found new theories on the strange state-
ments of the book are less frequent now than formerly,
and modern critics are on the whole inclined to picture
the author as a man who was not living under the
conditions he describes, but who imagined himself back
in the Apostolic age, and tried to describe the Church as
he thought he read of it in St. Paul's Epistles, and
particularly in 1 Corinthians. It was this that enabled
him to claim to represent the ¢ Teaching of the Twelve
Apostles.”

5. SOURCES.

1. The Codex Constantinopolitanus (C), dated A.p. 1056 ;
discovered by Bryennios in the Library of the Holy
Sepulchre at Constantinople, and published by him in
1883. This manuseript also contains 1 and 2 Clement.

2. A Latin version, incomplete, discovered since C.

* See Dr. J. A. Robinson in Essays on the Early History of the
Church and the Ministry, ed. Swete, Macmillan, 1918, pp. 60 ff.;
also Dr. J. P. Whitney, The Episcopate and the Reformation,
London, R. Scott, 1917, pp. 184 £,
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3. The Church Ordinances, third century, and the
Apostolic Constitutions (Book VIL), fourth or fifth century,
where a modification of the Didache is used as a ground-
work.

The text of this edition is reprinted from that adopted
by Lightfoot (Apostolic Fathers . . . Revised Texts with
Short Introductions, ete.; London, 1912), by kind per-
mission of the Lightfoot Trustees.
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