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PREFACE.

This little volume is offered as a help to Theological
Students, Pupil Teachers, and others preparing
for examination, and also as a Text Book to
those who are interested in the instruction of youth.
The Analysis is founded upon the plan and text of
Mosheim, though several other ecclesiastical his-
torians have been laid under contribution. At the
close of the account of each century will be found a
tabulated Resumé for self-examination—an admirable
means of enabling a student to test his own progress.
Under ¢ Heresies and Schisms,” the leading tenets,
placed very concisely, are printed in italics and
arranged in numerical order, with a view to diminish
the task of committing them to memory. In the
Chronological Tables typographical changes are intro-
duced with the same object. The tables of Contemporary
Emperovs and Bishops of Rome, and that showing the
growth of Ecclesiastical Dignities during the period (page
123), may be of service. In order torender the work
as complete as possible, copious Biographical Notes,
and carefully selected Examination Questions and a
copious Index have been added.

DEGANWAY ScHooL,

NoORTH WALES.
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% Notes on the Early Church.”



Bnalysis

CHURCH HISTORY.

From A.D. 64 to A.D. 500.

INTRODUCTORY SKETCH.

. The Condition of the Nations of the World
at the Birth of Christ.—The state of the world,
and especially that of the Roman Empire, was
peculiarly favourable for the dissemination of the
doctrines of the Christian Religion. The Romans
were at peace, and at this time were masters of
nearly all Europe, and a considerable part of the
continent of Asia. The union of so many nations
under one civilizing power, however absurd its
religious rites, and ridiculous its superstitions, was
an elcment that contributed, in no slight degree, to
the successful institution of a new rehcxon buving
for its object the elevation, enllghtenment, and
salvation of the human race. All nations, with the
exception of the Jews, acknowledged a number of,
powers which they called gods. Each nation had its re-

spectivegods,one of whichwassupreme,but was himself
controlled by the fates; or what the philosophers called
Eternal Necessity, Each nation had also its peculiar
mode of worship ; but in course of time the Greeks
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and Romans maintained the supremacy of their
deities, and gave their names to those of other
countries. 13ut, at the same time, the Romans
tolerated the sacred rites of other nations, though
they would not allow any change to be made in the
religions publicly professed in the empire, nor any
new form of worship to be openly introduced. The
gods or deities of almost all nations were heroes, kings,
genevals or vemarkable women, exalted by merit to celestial
honours. Some communities added the sun, moon,
stars, mountains, rivers, &c. The religious rites
were obscene and cruel, and were conducted by a
threefold order of priests, viz., the pontiffs, priests, and
ministers, who abused their authority to deceive the
ignorant, superstitious, and wretched.

The Greek mysteries, or secret rites, to which only a
limited number of worshippers were admitted, were
contrary to all modesty and outward decency—the
divinities generally worshipped being men famous
for their vices—examples of egregrious crimes rather
than of useful and illustrious virtues. Hence the wiser
part of mankind at this time looked upon the
whole system of veligion as a fivst object of vidicule and
contempt.

The priesthood offered two considerations to
dispel doubts, and to prevent incredulity: (1) the
miracles wrought in their temples, and (2) oracles
and divinations, by which the secrets of the future
could be foretold through the interposition of the
gods. By these means they imposed upon the igno-
rance of the people, and kept a fanatical multitude
around them, ready at their bidding to punish those
who, discerning the cheat, attempted to denounce it.

Of the prevailing religions of the world, the most
remarkable were divided into two classes :—

(1.) Those which owed their existence to
political views (as Persians, Egyptians,
Indians, &c.).
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(2.) Those formed for military purposes, to
excite ferocity, valour, and contempt for
life (as Germans, Celts, and Goths).

The Greek and Roman Philosophers.—There
were two kinds of philosophy prevalent among the
civilized nations at this time—those of (1) THE
‘GREEKS, and (2) THE OrienTaLs., The first was
distinguished by the title of Philosophy ; the latter
by the appellatlon of Gnosis ( science or knowledge).
These again were sub-divided into a variety of sects.

1. The Grecian Philosophical Sects.—a. THE
EPICUREANS maintained that

(1.) The world avose from chance.

(2.) The Gods could not extend their care fo human
affairs.

(3.) The soul was mortal.

(4.) Pleasure the ultimate end of man.

(5.) Virtue neither worthy of esteem nov choice, but
with a view to tis attainment,

b. Tue AcapeMics asserted or doubted

(x.) The impossibility of arviving az truth.

(2.) The unceviainty whether the gods existed oy
not, and,

(3.) Whether the soul was mortal ov immortal.

(4.) Whether vivine was prefevable to vice.

These two sects, which were the most numerous
at the time of our Saviour’'s birth, struck at the
root of all religion, and tended to degrade human
nature to the level of brutes.

Another kind of philosophy admitted a religion,
but cast a cloud over the truth, instead of exhxbltmg
it in its genuine beauty. Of this class were the
following sects—
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¢. THE PraToN1sTS, whose doctrines had more in-
fluence over the minds of mankind than those of any
other among the ancients, Prato taught that

(1.) The world was governed by a powerful and wise
Being, having pevfect liberty and sudepen-
dence.

(2.) In the futuve state theve weve prospects to excite
hope, and also to work upon men's fears.

d. Tue PeripaTeTICS, followers of ARISTOTLE, tutor
to Alexander the Great. They maintained that

(1) The nature of God was something like the prin-
ciple which gives motion to a machine.

(2.) His nature happy in the contemplation of itself..

(3.) Entively vegardless of human affairs, and

(4.) Therefore, he cannot be the object of either lcve or
fear.

¢, THE Stoics, followers of Zeno, held that
(1.) God was a corporeal being,
(2.) United to matter by a necessary connection.
(3.) Subject to fate, and

(4.) Therefore ncither vewards ov punishments conld
proceed from Him.

As there were many things maintained by these
sects which were highly absurd and unreasonable,
certain wise and thoughtful men were of opinion
that none of them should be adhered to in all matters,
and ccnsequently chose from each of them such
doctrines as were good and reasonable. This gave
risc to the EcLEcTics, a new form of Philosophy in
Egypt—founded by Potamon of Alexandria—a
system which was in a most flourishing state about
the period of our Saviour’s birth,

The condition of the Jewish nation was
deplorable.  Only the outward form of worship
remained, and all inward and spiritual devotion
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vanished under the licentiousness and evil examples
of their own rulers, and the tyranny and exactions
of the Roman Government. The high priests
purchased their places by bribery or other acts of"
iniquity, and maintained their positions by the most
abominable crimes. Their subordinates were disso-
lute and abandoned to the highest degree, and the
nation, led on by the corruption of the priesthood,
plunged headlong into every kind of sin. Various
causks have been assigned for this defection of God’s
chosen people.

(1.) Tue Bayronian CapTiviTY. Theirances-
tors had brought back from Chaldea
many notions utterly unknown to the
founders of the nation.

(2.) TuHe CoNQUEST oF Asia BY ALEXANDER
THE GREAT, and the consequent intro-
duction of Greek philosophy, manners,
and customs among the Jews.

(3) THE Jewisu CoMMERCIAL EXPEDITIONS
into Egypt, Pheenicia, and other adja-
cent countries. .

(4.) THE INIQUITIES OF HEROD AND HIS SONS,

(5) The constant presence of Roman 1poL-
ATRY, ERROR, AND LICENTIOUSNESS.

Two religions flourished in Palestine, viz., the
Jewish and the Samaritan, whose respective followers
held those of the opposite sect in the utmost contempt.
But in one point they were united, viz., the expecta-
tion of a mighty Messiah who would deliver them
from the Roman yoke. The learned were divided
into a great variety of sects, of which the principal
were

1. THE PHARISEES.
2. THE SaDDUCEES.
3. THE EssENEs.
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These three sects agreed in the fundamental prin-
ciples of the Jewish religion, while they constantly
disputed upon matters of the highest importance,
such as

1. Whether the written Law alone was of Divine
authority.

The Phavisees added another law, received by
oral tradition.

The Sadducees and Essenes adhered to the written
Law alone.

2, The true sense of the Law.

The Pharisees attributed to the text a double
sense, one regarding only the words, the
other mysterious,

The Sadducees regarded the meanings of the
words alone.

The Essenes maintained that the words, in
themselves, were absolutely void of all
power, and that the things expressed by
them were images of holy and celestial
objects.

3. The rewards and punishments of the Law.

The Pharisees held that they extended to both
soul and body, and their duration was pro-
longed beyond this transitory state.

The Sadducees said that they terminated with
the mortal life.

The Essenes maintained that they extended to
the soul alone, and not to the body.

These sects lived in apparent harmony with each
other, and their religious disputes did not occasion
any malignant effects ; for the Pharisees enjoyed the
esteem of the populace ; the Sadducees of the great ;
and the Essenes lived in retired rural districts, where
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they would have little occasion to quarrel with the
other denominations. Their religion consisted only
of silence, mortification, celibacy, and retirement.

The Essenes were divided into theoretical and
practical. The former. the Theraputz, were
wholly devoted to contemplation; while the
latter gave a portion of their time to the duties
of active life.

None of these Jewish sects seemed to be actuated
by real and true piety, nor were their principles at
all adapted to the advancement of virtue. Moreover,
many of the Jewish nation were attached to the
doctrine of the Cabbala, which was, without doubt,
derived from

The Oriental Philosophy (se¢ page 11), styled
gnosis, or science, viz., the way to the true knowledge of
the Deity. The first principles of the Gnostic
Philosophy were—

(1.) Therve are many evils, and men seem compelled
by a natural instinct to the practice of things
which reason condenmns.

(2.) The eternal mind and cveator of all things
must be of a perfect and beneficent natuve and
tnaccessible to all kinds of evil. T herefore
the ovigin of evil must be sought elsewhere
than in Hum.

(3.) There is nothing without or beyond the Deity

but matter, thevefove matter us the souvce of
all vice and evil.

These were their fundamental principles, and the
philosophers, having taken them for granted, they
proceeded further, and asserted that

(4.) Matter was etevnal, and devived its present form,
not from the will of God, but by the cveating
power of some tnfevior intelligence who also
anade the world and its inhabitants.
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In order to explain the insuperable diffiqulties
which surrounded this assertion, they had recaurse.
to fictions and romantic fables, which not only led
them into all manner of extravagant fancies, but
a'so divided them into numerous sects. These sects
however Leld in common the first principles of their
philosophy, and also agreed upon the following
points— T

(5.} The Deity was considered as a most pure and
holy light, diffused thvough the immensity of .
space which they called pleroma (great
fulness). s

(6.) The Eternal nature produced ot length, from
stself, two minds of a diffevent sex, vesembling
their parent in the most perfect manney.

(7.) From the union of these two beings others arose,
and in time a celestial family was formed in
the pleroma. ’

(8:) This divine family, being immutable in its
nature, and above the power of mortality, they
. called Eon (great eternal nature).

(9.) Beyond the mansions of Light where dwelt the
Deity, theve lay a vude mass of matter,
agitated by turbulent and irvegular motions.

(10.) One of the Ecns, descending from the pleroma
either by impulse or commission, veduced
matter to ovder, and adorned it with various
gifts, creating man and the inferior animals
to storve it with tnhabitants. C

(:1.) This. venovator or creator of the world they -

distinguished frem the Suprveme Deity by the
title of Demiurge, who arrogantly claimed
Cominion over the new wovld as his vight,

" excluding the Suprenie Deity from all concern,
lonour, ov worship. .
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(12.) Man was a compound of celestial soul and
lerrestialbody, the former being weighed down
and encumbered by the latter, which was the
seat of all lusts.

(13.) The body seduced the soul, aid confined its
attention to the. homage and venevation of
Demigurge.

(14.) The Supreme Being employed various means
to deliver his offspring from the dominion of
Demiurge, and especially the minmistry of
Divine messengers, to admonish and veform
the huinan race.

(15.) Meanwhile, Deminrge opposed the purposes of
the Supreme Ruler.

(16.) Souls which in this conflict threw off the yoke
of Demiurge, and subdued the sinful tenden-
ctes which corrupt matter excited within them,
should, at the dissolution of thesr movtal bodies,
ascend to the plevoma.

(17.) Those who vemained in bondage, should at the
end of this life pass into new bodies until they
awake from this sinful lethargy.

(18.) In the end the Supreme God should be victori-
ous, and should dissolve the frame of this
vistble world. Then primitive tranquillity
should be restored in the universe,

Such were the leading tenets of a philosophy
-which not only corrupted the Jewish nations, but
also proved so detrimental to the Early Christian
Church. It was from the bosom of this pretended
-oriental wisdom that originally issued forth the
founders of those sects, which during the first three
.centuries afflicted and perplexed the church.
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RESUME FOR SELF-EXAMINATION.

INTRODUCTORY SKETCH.

The state of the Roman Empire at the Birth of Christ favourable
to the reception of Christianity.

The Heathen Priesthood.

Greek and Roman Philosophers;
Epicurecans.
Academics
Platonists,
Peripatetics.,

Stoics.

Eclectics.

Condition of the Jewish nation.

Causes of the defection of God's people.
The Phavrisees, Sadducees, Essenes and Theraputa,
Differences between these sects.

The Gnostic Philosophy—its leading principles.
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Genfury 1.

Roman Emperors. R'Bd Bishops of Rome. R"Bd
Augustus .......... 14 Linus «........... 66
Tiberius .......... 37 Anacletus ........ 77"
Caligula............ 41 Clement ........ 67
Claudius .......... 54 Evaristus ........ 96
Nero vovvvenninnan.. 68 Alexander ........ ..
Galba............et 69
Otho .....ovvvenen. 69 || *Bishop Pearson places
Vitellius  .......... 70 e
Vespasian .......... 79 bishop Usher after
Titus o.eivivivnnnen 81 Clement.

Domitian .... ..... 96

Nerva.....oovvvnnns o8

Trajan ..ovevevnnns] o0 |t
|

I.—EXTERNAL EVENTS.

It will not be necessary to enter into a detailed
account of the life and actions of the Founder of
Christianity, or the struggles of his immediate
followers. The student will be well acquainted with
them. Our historical sketch commences where the
New Testament story concludes, viz., with the

First Persecution of the Church in the reign of
NEro, the first Roman Emperor who enacted
laws against the Christians. Hitherto the Fews
were their most violent enemies, not only in
Palestine, but in the whole of the Roman provinces.
It was not until the Jews had given out that the
Christians were enemies to the Empire, and fomentors
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of sedition, that the Roman Government took steps
to punish them. Three other reasons have been
given for the unusual intolerance of the Romans,viz.,

(1.) The contempt with whick the Chyistians ve-
garded the veligion of the empive, which was
closely connected with the j{rm and essence
of 1ts political constitution ;

(2.) The zealous efforts made by Chyistians to gain
proselytes; and, i

(3.) The simplicity of thetr worship, which vesem-
bled mn nothing the sacved vites of any other

people.

Nero accused them of having set fire to the city of
Rome, which he himself had done. In this fearful
persecution, the Christians were treated with the
most barbarous cruelty. Nero ordered some of
them to be wrapped in combustible garments, and set
fire to them when darkness came on, that thus, like
torches, they might dispel the obscurity of the night;
others were fastened to crosses, torn by wild beasts,
or tortured in some other dreadful manner.

SS. PeTer aND PauL are said to have suffered
martyrdom at this time. The persecution commenced
in A.D. 64, and terminated with the death of Nero in
A.D. 68. It extended throughout the -Roman pro-
vinces. ‘ '

In A.D. 93, the Second Persecution, under
the Emperor DoMITIAN, took place. It was occa-
sioned by the fears that he entertained lest he should
lose his empire; for he had been informed that among-
Christ’s relations one should arise who would aim at
supreme dominion. In the violent scenes of this
persecution suffered Fravius CLEMENS, a Roman
consul, and Fravia DowmiTiLra, his wife or niece.
St. Joun was banished to the Isle of Patmos, and is-
said to have been previously thrown into a cauldron
of boiling oil, from which he came forth unhurt.
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II.—INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

The Ministry and form of Church Govern-
ment.—The great end of our Saviour’s mission was
to form a universal Church, gathered out of all
nations; and to extend the limits of this great
society from age to age. It was therefore necessary,
at first, to appoint extraordinary teachers to form
Christian assemblies ; and then to establish ordinary
ministers; who should repeat the doctrines delivered
by the former, maintain the people in their holy
profession, and in the practice of the Christian
virtues.

The extraordinary teachers were the Apostles;
the Evangelists sent by the Apostles to instruct the
nations ; and those to whom in the infancy of the
Church the marvellous power of speaking in foreign
languages was imparted.-

It is a matter of question what was 2he form of the
primitive Church, and the nature of its government.
It is an opinion that neither Christ himself nor His
Apostles commanded anything clearly concerning
the method in which th.e Church was to be governed ;
but that they left all Christian societies to regulate
their government in the manner best suited to the
civil constitutions of the countries in which they
were established.

The assembly of the people at first chose their
own rulers and teachers, or received them when
recommended by others, They also rejected or con-
firmed by vote the laws proposed by the leaders ;
excommunicated unworthy members; restored peni-
tents; and decided disputes between the e¢/ders and
deacons. Every member contributed to the support
of the ministry, according to his means either m
money.or in kind. These gifts were called Oblations.
There was also perlect equality among the members
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—all were indiscriminately assembled at the ‘¢ Feasts
of Charity,” and no person was anything more than
a ‘“brother” or ‘‘sister.'' A public acknowledgment
of Christ as the Saviour, and a solemn profession
of confidence in Him, was necessary for baptism and
Church-membership. As the Church made progress,
Chiristians were divided into ‘/ Be/ievers''—those who,
having been baptized, were instructed in all the
mysteries of religion, and were allowed to vote in
the assemblies; and ‘‘Catechumens,” those who had
not as yet been admitted to the rite of baptism, and,
therefore, not allowed to join in the public prayers,
or to participate in the Holy Eucharist.

fThe Ministry, during the first century, consisted
)
1. Bishops, or ruling presbyters.

2. Presbyters, or Teaching elders.

3. Deacons, to assist the Presbyters in the
Holy Eucharist.

As the number of congregations increased it was
found necessary that one man of distinguished piety
and ability should preside at the council of presby-
ters. This official was first styled ‘‘Angel” (one
sent), of the church to which he belonged, and after-
wards ‘/ Bishop," or inspector. A bishop of the first
and second centuries was a person who had charge
over one Christian assembly. His duties were to
instruct the people, perform divine service, attend
the sick, and inspect the circumstances of the poor.
If his engagements were too numerous, he charged
the presbyters with the performance of such duties
as he could not attend to personally. His power to
decide any matter was limited by the consent of the
presbyters and people. But in course of time the
power and importance of a bishop were enlarged, by
the erection of churches in the villages and suburbs
of towns. These churches remained under the super-
vision of the Bishop of the assembly which had been
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the means of erecting them ; and as they, in turn,
enlarged their spheres of operation, with assemblies
subservient to them, a whole province soon acknow-
ledged. the authority of the Bishop of the parent-
church, As he could not fulfil the whole of the
duties connected with a number of churches, the
Bishop appointed Suffragans, who were styled
Chorepiscopi (country bishops), and who held a
middle rank between the Bishop and Presbyters.

Doctrine.—Although the Apostles were careful
to place the sacred Scriptures in the hands of all
Christians, that they might be read and explained in
the congregations, and thus excite and nourish a zeal
for the truth, yet, even in this century, several
Christians adopted the corrupt custom of darkening
the plain words of Holy Writ by forced allegories
to extort from them certain mysteries and hidden
meanings. Ex.--The Epistle of Baynabas, still extant,

The care of instructing catechumens was entrusted
to persons distinguished for their gravity and wisdom.
Schools were everywhere erected for the study of
the Scriptures by the young. The Gymnasia in th~
large cities afforded to those of riper years, especially
candidates for the ministry, sound instruction in the
different branches of human learning and erudition.
St. John founded a School of this kind at Ephesus ;
Polycarp established another at Symrna; and the
famous Catechetical School at Alexandria is supposed to
have been erected by St. Mark. The church, being
composed of Jews and Gentiles, who mutually hated
each other, did not long remain in unity and peace.
Besides, as the couverts brought in with them into
the bosom of the church more or less of their former
religious errors, dissensions and controversies broke
out and divided the Church. The first of these con-
troversies, was set on foot in the Church of Antioch,
regarding the mecessity of obsevving the Law of Moses
{Acts xv.) Many others followed, but the most
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important was that which certain Jewish doctors
raised at Rome, and elsewhere, on the means of justi-
Jfication and acccptance with God, and the method of
salvation pointed out in the word of God. The
apostles had declared all hopes of salvation to be
delusive which were not founded on Jesus the
Redeemer, while the Jewish doctors asserted that
the works of the Law were the true and efficient causes
of the Soul's eternal felicity. This sentiment was
injurious to the Saviour's glory; for those who looked
to the law as a meritorious title, could not consider
Him as the Son of God, but only as an eminent
prophet or messenger.

Rites and Ceremonies.—The rites instituted by
Christ Himself were two in number, viz., Baptism
and Holy Communion, He left all other rites to the
free choice of Christians, to be established as ‘the
circumstances of the times, or the exigencies of the
Church, might require. In early times it was often
necessary to show some indulgence to the opinions,
manners, and customs of the respective ‘natiorns to
whom the Gospel was preached; and so we learn
that Christian worship was celebrated in a different
manner in different places. Certain laws were,
however, indispensable among all Christians, viz.:

1. The first day of the week was set apart for
public worship.

2. Jewish converts also .observed the seventh
day as a festival,

3. Easter Day and Whitsunday, and the days
when the Blessed Martyrs laid down their
lives for the truth, were universally observed.

The places of worship at first, were the houses of
private persons, but in process of time fixed places
of meeting, the property of the whole Christian com-
munity, were erected, In these assemblies lessons, or
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divisions of the Scriptures were publicly read. A
short exhortation to the people followed. Any persons,
feeling the animation of the Holy Spirit, were at
liberty to explain the divine will, the ministers
present deciding how much authority was to be
attributed towhat they said. The prayers were offered
up, at the conclusion of these discourses, by the
Bishop or Presbyter, the people repeating each
sentence after him. Hymns were sung by appointed
persons, during the celebration of the Eucharist or
the ¢ Feasts of Charity,”' Oblations were then offered
for the subsistence of the ministry and relief of the
poor. Of the gifts of bread and wine such a quantity
was set apart as would be required in the celebra-
tion, and this was consecrated by certain prayers said
by the Bishop alone, to which the people assented
by saying ** Amen.” The elements were distributed
by the Deacons, after which the assembly engaged
in the solemn repasts called Agape, or *¢ Feasts of
Charity."”  Baptism was administered without the
assembly, and was performed by the immersion of
the whole body in the baptismal font. At first
converts were received into the Church by those
under whose ministry they had embraced the Gospel,
but, when the Christian churches were well estab-
lished, the right to baptize was vested in the Bishop
alone, or in his suffragans, the Chorepiscopi. Inthe
latter case, or if baptism was performed Dby a
Presbyter, the Bishop reserved to himself the con-
firmation of the baptism. The sicksent for the rulers
of the Church, and after confession of their sins, were
recommended by them to the Divine mercy, and
were also anointed with oil, according to the Apostle’s
directions (Fames v., 14).

No law was enacted concerning Fasting, though a
custom prevailed, among many Christians, of joining
abstinence with their prayers. No mention is found
of the observance of any public and solemn fasts,
except upon the anniversary of Christ’s Crucifixion

B
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Christian Writers.*—The most famous (the
Apostles excepted of the writers of this century) was
CremeNs, Bishop of Rome, who composed two
« Epustles to the Covinthians” in Greek. The first is
looked upon as genuine, the second as spurious.

IenaTiUs, Bishop of Antiocli, succeeds Clemensin
the list of .4postolic Fathers, or those who had ‘con-
versed with the Apostles themselves, or with their
disciples. Seven of lis epistles have been acknow-
ledged to be genuine. '

Porvcare, Bishop of Smyrna, wrote an ¢ Epistle to-
the Philippians.’

The Epistle of Bavnabas, and the Shepherd of Hermas,
ascribed to this century, were undoubtedly of later
origin. The former was the production of some
Jew, whose mean attachment to the superstitions
of his nation shows that he was a very different
person from Barnabas, St. Paul’'s companion. The
latter was the work of Hermes, brother to Pius,
Bishop of Rome, and consisted of imaginary dialogues.
between God and the angels, written in a style some-
what similar, though much inferior, to the modern
¢« Pilgvim’s Progress.”’

Heresies and Schisms.—No sooner was the
Christian Church formed, than certain pretended
reformers disturbed its equanimity and set up new
religions, or systems drawn from their own vicious
imaginations. Several of these are mentioned by
the Apostles, as HyMENZ£US, ALEXANDER, PHILETUS,
HEerMoGENES, DEMas, and DioTrepHES. These new
teachers acquired credit and strength by degrees, and
laid the foundationsof those sects which produced such.
confusion in the Church. The leading sect was that
of the Gnostics, who boasted that they were able to-

*Brief ** Biographical Notices'* of the most eminent persons who
figured conspicuously in the Church History of the first five
certuries will te found at the end of this worlk.



Century I.—Internal Affairs. 27

restore humanity to the knowledge of the Supreme
Being, which had been lost in the world; and foretold
the approaching deleat of the Evil Principle who
had created and who held dominion over this globe.
Evenin the first century they had separate assemblies
of their own. Their doctrine was a corrupt mixture
of the Oriental Philosophy with the truths of the Gospel.
‘The Oriental Philosophy, in which many of them
had been instructed, taught them that the Supreme
God would be eventually victorious over Demiurge,
and that He would send extraordinary messengers to
combat the powers of this world. When, therefore,
they saw the extraordinary miracles performed by,
the Apostles, they were readily led to believe that
Christ was an FEon, son of the Supreme God, by
whom humanityshould be delivered from thedominion
of corrupt matter, and from the power of Demiurge.
They denied the divine authority of the Old Testamens
Scriptures ; lavished their praises upon the Serpent as
the first author of sin; asserted that Moses was
actuated by Demiurge when he imposed such a
system of severe laws upon the Israelites. Wedlock
was condemned ; the final resurvection of the body was
rejected; and some went so far as to apply them-
selves to the study of magic, to weaken the powers of
evil Genti,—having a notion that certain malevolent
agents presided in nature causing calamities,diseases,
and wars. Their notions respecting Jesus Christ
were equally extravagant. Though they acknow-
ledged that He was the Son of God, sent down to
promote the eternal happiness of man, they denied Lis
deity,—as Son, He was #nferior to the Father; and also
His hwmanity—as Son, his body could not have becu
formed from matter which was essentially corrupt.
Hence the Christian Gnostics denied that He had a
real body, or that He suffered #eally upon the cross;
and declared that His sole mission to earth was to
teach mankind how to separate the divine mind from
the corrupt body, and to render the former worthy
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of being united to the Father of Spirits. The
greatest part of this sect adopted an austere course
of life, having a notion that severe bodily mortification
purified and enlarged the mind, fitting it for the
contemplation of celestial things. Others maintained
that there was no moral difference in human actions,
and gave a loose rein to all their lusts and propensities.
The Gnostics were divided in opinion before their
reception of Christianity ; hence we may account
for their numerous sects after receiving the Christian
faith. Among the heads of those sects,which cast a
cloud upon the lustre of the rising Church during
this century, the first place has been assigned to

1. DosiTHEUS, a Samaritan, who set himself up for
the Messiak, whom God had promised to the
Jews.

2. SimoN MAG)/US assumed the title of the
« Supreme power of God.”” Having studied philo-
sophy at Alexandria, he made a public
profession of magic, and persuaded the
Samaritans that he had veceived from God the
power of commanding and vestraining those evil spivits
which tovmented mankind. Having seen the
miracles performed by Philip, he embraced
the doctrine of Christ with no other object
than to acquire the power of working similar
wonders. When St. Peter (Acts viii.) pointed
out to him the impiety of his intentions, and
the vanity of his hopes, the impostor not only
returned to his former ways, but opposed,
wherever he went, the progress of the Gospel.

3. MENANDER, another Samaritan, who was said
to have been Simon's pupil or disciple, also
announced himself as one of the Eons sent from ths
plevoma to succour the souls that lay groaning undey
bodily sevvitude, and to vestvain the violence of demons
cr evil spirits.
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4. Tue Nicoraitans (Rev. ii. 6. 14, 15.) adopted
the sentiments of the Gnostics vespecting the ovigin of
the wovld, and the Supreme and Euvil principles.
Their practice seems to have been grossly
licentious, and they treated the solemn law
which the Apostles had enacted, against forni-
cation and the use of meats offered to idols
(Acts xv,, 20) with open contempt.

§. CERINTHUS, by birth a Jew, who had studied at
Alexandria, attempted to form a new system
of doctrine and discipline by a monstrous
combination of the Christian precepts, with
the Jewish and Gnostic errors. His leading
principles were

1. The Creator of this wovid, and the law-giver
of the Fewish people, was a being endowed
with the greatest virtues, who devived his
birth from the supreme God.

2, Tkis being fell from dignity and virtue, and in
consequence the Suprveme God detevnrined to
destvoy his empive, and sent on earth, for
this purpose, one of the glovious Eons whose
name was Chyist.

. Christ chose for his habitation the person of
Fesus, son of Foseph and Mary, and enteved
wnto him at His baptism by Fohn, in the form
of a dove.

4. Fesus, now called Chyist, opposed with vigour
the God of the Fews, and was seized at his
snstigation, and cvuctfied by the Fewish
chiefs.

5. When Fesus was crucified, Christ ascended
upon nugh, so that the man Fesus alone
suffeved death.

Cerinthus enjoined on his followers that they
should worship the Supreme Being, the Father of
Christ, and abandon Demiurge. They were also to

w
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retain a part of the law given by Moses, but to confine
their chief attention and care to regulate their lives
by the precepts of Christ. To encourage them, the
resurrection of the body was promised, when Christ
would reign on earth for a thousand years; after
which they would enjoy eternal felicity in the celestial
world.

Though the Judaizing sects of NazarenEs and
EBloNITES are generally placed in the Apostolic age,
they belong more properly to the Church History of
the second century.
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Genfury II,

Roman Emperors. R'gﬁ i Bishops of Rome. . X‘Sﬂ
Trajan seeuenn... 117 Sixtus.......... 127
Adrian .......... 138 | Telesphonus....] 138
Antonius Pius ....| 161 Hyginus........ 150
M. Antonius......| 180 PiusI. ....... 153
Commodus ......}] 192 Anicetus........| 162
Pertinax..........| 193 Soter ...... el 172
Lulianus ersenesess| 103 Eleutherus ....[ 185

iger (East) ......| 194 [ Victor.......... 196
Albinus ..........] .. Zephyrinus .,..
Severus .......00.| 123 |

reigoned until ....} 211

I—EXTERNAL EVENTS.

Prosperity and Progress of Christianity.—
During this century the Roman emperors were, for
the most part, princes of mild and moderate views.
TRrajaN, though ambitious, and often rash and impru-
dent, had many positive virtues, and the predominant
lines of his character were clemency and benevolence.
AprIaN was more harsh and intractable, yet neither
a wicked nor an unjust sovereign. The ANTONINES
were illustrious models of virtue and goodness.
Even SEeVERUS was, at the commencement of his
reign, just, mild, and equitable.

This lenity of the emperors was favourable to their
Christian subjects, for, though severe edicts were
issued against them, there was always some remedy
that accompanied these evils. Trajan forbade all
search to be made for Christians, and prohibited
anonymous libels and accusations. Antoninus Pius
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went so far as to enact penal laws against thetr accusers.
Thus Christianity made rapid progress, and enlarged
its boundaries. Pantaxnus, the head of the Alex-
andrian School, is said to have been the first who
conveyed the knowledge of the Gospel to the Indians
(though other accounts state that these ¢ Indians™
were Jewish natives of Arabia-Felix, to whom
Bartholomew had previously been sent). The Chris-
tian religion penetrated among the Gauls, then passed
through a portion of Germany into Britain, The
Venerable Bede states that Lucius, King of the
Britons, sent messengers to Eleutherus, Bishop <f
Rome,inviting instruction in the truthsof Christianity,
This tradition is however doubtful. PorHiNus and
IRENEUS, with others, set out from Asia,and laboured
with such success among the Gauls, that churches
were established at Lyons and Vienna. The writers of
this century attribute this rapid progress of
Christianity to
(1.) The power of God.
(2.) The energy of Divine Truth.

‘3.) The extraordinary gifts imparted to the first
Christians.

4.) The trauslations of the Scviptures—Latin, Syriac,
Egyptian, &c.

(5.) The Apologetic Writings, directed against the
sects which disturbed the Church.

We cannot include ‘among the miraculous events
the story of the Christian Legion in the Roman army,
who by prayer drew from heaven a refreshing shower
upon the thirsty forces of M. Antoninus when at war
with the Marcommani. In consequence of the
rebellion of the fanatic BARcocHEBA, who gave himself
out for the Messiah, great numbers of the Jews were
put to the sword. This event, again, was a cause of
Christian prosperity. A new city, Alia Capitolina
was raised upon the ruins of Jerusalem, into whick
no Jew was allowed to enter.
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Christian Calamities and Drawbacks.—No
laws were in force against the Christians at the
commencement of the century, yet a horrid custom
prevailed of putting the followers of Jesus to death
whenever the populace, set on by the pagan priest-
hood, demanded their destruction. Such was the
case in Bithynia, when the governor, PLiny, wrote to
Trajan to know how he was to act. He was answered
that ¢ the Christians were not to be oficially sought
after, but that such as were accused and convicted of
an adherence to Christianity were to be put to death
as wicked citizens it they refused to return to the
religion of their ancestors.” This edict set bounds
to the fury of their persecutors, but at the same time
was the occasion of martyrdom to many; for when
accused the Christians invariably confessed, and
clung to their adopted religion. By this law the
venerable SiMEeoN, Bishop of Ferusalem, was crucified,
and IgNaTiUs, Bishop of Antioch, was tornto death by
wild beasts in the Roman theatre.

During the reign of Adrian the populace, led on by
the priests, demanded with one voice the extermina-
tion of the Christians, but through the kindly offices
of Serenus Granianus, pro-consul of Asia,who remon-
strated with the emperor, an edict was issued similar
to that of Trajan. The admirable apologies of
Quadratus and Aristides may have had some effect
upon the emperor's moderation. Adrian was
succeeded by Antoninus Pius, in whose reign
the Christians were charged with impiety and
atheism,—charges which were so ably refuted in
Justin Martyr's ¢ Apology,”” that the emperor ordered
all proceedings to be regulated by the law of Adrian.
A persecution in Asia soon afterwards occasioned
an edict denouncing capital punishment against the
accusers of the Christians, if they were unable to
prove them guilty of any crime,

Marcus AurcrLiys did not indeed revoke this
cdict, but he lent a willing ear to most abominable
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accusations brought against Christians, and issued
laws against them which were upon the whole very
unjust. False accusers were brought forward to
charge them with actions that might bring them
within reach of the Jaws, and many innocent persons
fell victims to cruel superstition, popular fury,
and the connivance of the emperor. Among others
Povrycare, Bishop of Smyrna, and JusteN MARTYR
suffered death in this persecution. The latter had
published a second *“ Apology,” addressed to the
emperor, but without any effect. The churches of
Lyons and Vienna and many others were alinost totally
destroyed, a.p. 177. In the reign of Severus, Asia,
Egypt, and the other provinces were dyed with the
blood of martyrs. The Christian Church groaned
under such a series of calamities towards the con-
clusion of the century, that TERTULLIAN was led to
write an Apology 1n its defence.

To incite the populace to fury, and tlie Roman
Government to cruelty, the charactcrs of the
Christians were blackened and rendered odious by
the calumnies and libels of the heatlien priesthood.
CeLsus, a Platonic philosopher, wrote against the
Christians during the reign of Adrian, but was most
ably answered by ORrIGEN in tle following century.
Froxto, the rhetorician, and Crescens, the Cynic
philosopher, also engaged tl.emselves on the popular
side, and the latter is said to have been the chief
instigator of the violent persecution which put
Justin Martyr to death.

II, INTERNAL AFFAIRS,

The State of Philosophy and Literature.—
Through the auspicious protection of Trajan, letters
and. philosophy came forth from the retreat where
they had languished during the savage tyranny of
his predecessors. This revolution was however but
of short duration, for it was not supported by his
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successors. Here we see the reason whythe writers,in
general, of this century were so much inferior to those
of the former. Anew set of philosophers arose, and,
spreading throughout the Roman Empire, swallowed
up almost all the othersects, viz., the New Platonists,
founded by Ammon1us Saccas, who obtained great
renown as a teacher in the Alexandrian School.
This body of philosophers was extremely detrimental
to the Christian religion—their doctrines being
embraced Dby such of the Christians at Alexandria
as were desirous to retain, with the profession of the
Gospel,the title and dignity of sages. CLEMENS ALEX-
ANDRINUS, ATHENAGORAS, PANTZNUS, and others
gave their support to the movement. Ammonius
attempted a general reconciliation of all sects,
whether philosophical or religious. Here lies the
diffevence between the New Platonists and Eclectics.
The latter chose out of the opinions of every sect
such tenets as seemed conformable to religion and
truth. The former held that the great principles of
truth were to be found equally in every sect, which
differed from each other only in matters of minor
importance, By proper interpretation of their re-
spective sentiments, they might easily be united into
one bedy.

In otder to accomplish his purpose, Ammonius
supposed or maintained that—

(1) True philosophy veceived its ovigin from the eastern

i nations, and that it was taught by Hermes, to
the Egyptians. The Greeks received it from
the Egyptians, and rendered it obscure and
deformed by vain subtleties and disputes. It
was however preserved in its original purity
by Plato, who was the best interpreter of
Hermes.

(2.) Al the diffevent prevailing religions weve, in theiy
oviginal tntegvity, conformable to this ancient philo-
sophy; but it so happened that the symbols
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and fictions under which the ancients deli-
vered their precepts and their doctrines, were
wrongly understood both by priests and
people, and in consequence the invisible
beings which the Supreme Being had placed
in different parts of the universe as the minis-
ters of his providence, were converted into
gods, and worshipped with a multiplicity of
vain ceremonies,

(3.) All the veligions of all countvies should be vestoved
to their primitive standavd—the ancient philosophy
of the east, agreeable to the intentions of Jesus
Christ, whose sole object in descending upon
earth was to remove the errors which had
crept into the religions of all nations, but not
to abolish the ancient theology from whence
they were derived.

Having associated the sentiments of the Egyptian
Philosophy with that of Plato, Ammonius added an
austere rule of life and manners. While he permitted
the people to live according to their national laws.
and the dictates of nature, he laid down a more sub-
lime rule for the wise, who were to rise above alk
worldly things by holy contemplation. By hunger,.
thirst, &c., they were to mortify the sluggish body,
and thus in this life enjoy communion with the
Supreme Being, and after death to live in his pre-
sence for ever. To this austere discipline he added
the art of so purging the faculty of the mind which.
receives the impressions of things, as to render it ca-
pable of perceiving the demons, and of performing
many marvellous things by their assistance. This.
art, called Theurgé, was however only communicated
to the schools of the first rank. To reconcile the:
popular religions, Ammonius fell upon the following:
imventions—

(1.) He turned the whole history of the gods into-
a mere allegory, and maintained that the:
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beings usually worshipped as deities were
no more than celestial ministers.

(2.) He acknowledged Christ to be a most excel-
lent man, the friend of God, the admirable
T heurgé ; but denied that he designed to en-
tirely abolish the worship of demons, and
asserted that His followers had corrupted
the doctrine of their master.

This philosophy was imprudently adopted by
OriGEN and others, and became the source of most
of the subtle and obscure erudition and the super-
stitious ceremonies which gave so much trouble tothe
Church. The severe discipline enforced by Ammo-
nius had its fruit in the erection of monasteries, and
a slothful and indolent course of religious life
neither useful by instruction or example.

Ecclesiastical Government.—During a great
part of this century the Churches were independent
of cach other; but in time all the congregations of a
province were formed into an association which
assembled at different periods to deliberate about
the common interests of the whole. These assemblies
were called Synods by the Greeks, and Councils
by the Romans or Latins; and their enactments
or laws received the name of Canons, or rules.
The provincial councils gave a new form to the con-
stitution of the church, and greater power to the
Bishops. The equality that had hitherto existed
among the chief pastors was also abolished, for the
president of the council was invested with the title
of Metropolitan. As the bounds of the church
increased so did the number of these provincial
Synods, which gave rise to a new order of ecclesiastics.
who should preside over the metropolitans, or repre
sentatives of the synods in various parts of the world
—the Patriarchs.” These again formed a new
dignity from among themselves, investing the Bishop
ot Rome and his successors with the title of Pope,
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or prince of the patriavchs. In process of time the
several ecclesiastical orders stood thus

The Pope.
Patriarchs.
Metropolitans,
Bisllops.
SuifraganI Bishops.

Presbyters.

Deacons.

Sometime after the reign of Adrian, when the Jews
had lost all hope of recovering their kingdom, the
Christian community were persuaded that the
Bishops, Presbytevs, and Deacons were the successors of
the High Priest, Priests, and Levites respectively.
This notion, once introduced, had the effect of fixing
a wide gulf between ecclesiastics and laity.

Christian Writers.—JusTiN MARTYR, a convert
from paganism, finding in the various philosophical
systems no satisfactory account of the Supreme
Being, became an ardent defender of Christianity
against its opponents. His two great ¢ Apologies "
yet remain (see pp. 33, 34)- IRENEUS, a Greek, born
of Christian parents, a disciple of Polycarp, and
eventually Bishop of Lyons, attacked the errors of the
primitive Christians in * Five Books against Heresy.”
ATHENAGORAS obtained a high position as an apolo-
getic writer and philosopher. THEOPHILUS, Bishop
of Antioch, was celebrated for his erudition and
learning. He wrote * Three books in defence of Chvis-
tianity,”” a * Commentary on the Proverbs,”’ another on
the “Four Evangelists,”” and several Sermons, which he
issued from time to time for the use of his flock,
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But the most eminent writer of this century was
CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS, a disciple of Pantenus,
and head of the Alexandrian school. His attach-
ment to the reigning philosophy led him into many
errors, but his ‘“Stromata,”” ‘¢ Pedagogue,” and
‘¢ Exhortation,”” written in Greek, show abundant
evidence of his remarkable learning and genius.
The only Latin writer of note was TERTULLIAN, a
native of Carthage, at first a lawyer, then a presbyter,
and finally a convert to Montanism.

Doctrine.— Among the persons already mentioned
there was none who deserved the name of an emi-
nent or judicious interpreter of the Sacred Scriptures.
They attributed a double sense to the words of
Scripture,—one literal, the other hidden and
mysterious. They neglected the first to devote their
attention to the last, and to darken Holy Writ with
their idle fictions. The cause of Christianity and
morality suffered greatly in this century by an error
which has, until the present time, produced innu-
merable other evils. Certain eminent Christian doc-
tors were induced to maintain that Christ had instituted
a double vule of sanctity and virtue for two diffevent ovders of
Christians,

Of these rules, the one was ordinary, of a lower
dignity, for persons in active life; the other extra-
ordinary, more sublime, for those who, in a sacred
retreat, aspired after the glory of a celestial state,
The doctrines and moral traditions which they had
received they divided into precepts and counsels, the
former consisting of the obligatory laws, the latter
relating to those who followed the sublime rule of
aspiration to holy and heavenly things. This double
doctrine suddenly produced the Ascetics, distin-
guished by their garb and manner of life from other
Christians.  They abstained from wine, flesh,
matvimony, and commerce, and attenuated the body by
fastings, labour, and watchings. For some time they
formed part of the Christian community, practising
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their religious observances in private, but eventually
they retired into deserts, and formed themselvesinto
certain companies,

As the boundaries of the Church were enlarged,
there was a proportionate increase of vicious and
irregular members. To stem the torrent of iniquity,
Excommunication was employed to prevent or punish
crimes of great magnitude, as murder, idolatry, and
adultery—in some cases entirely cutting off the
offender from all hopes of restoration; in others, re-
admitting him, after a long course of probation, into
the bosom of the Church.

Rites and Ceremonies.—A number of unneces-
sary rites were introduced during the century;
which, while they destroyed the beautiful simplicity
of the Gospel, were pleasing to the multitude, who
had been accustomed to gorgeous ceremonies,
The bishops sanctioned them in order to remove
the heathen and Fewish prejudices against Chyistianity.
Another cause was the abuse of the titles of the Chyistian
ministry. The analogy which had been set up between
the Jewish priesthood and the Christian ministry
occasioned an analogy between the rites and cere-
monies of the old and new dispensations. Hence
the rise of tithes, first fruits, robes, &c., and the
doctrine of the Eucharist, which represents it as
a real sacvifice.

A third cause was the custom, prevalent among the
Egyptians and othev oviental nations, of teaching veligious
doctvines by means of images, signs, &¢c. As many of
the Christian Cafechumens were persons of small
intellectual capacity, it was thought advisable to
teach the truths of the Gospel by means of sensible
images. Ex., Milk and honey (infant's food) = the new
Uirth, etc.

When we consider that the first Christians were
converted Jews and heathen, it will appear that
wothing less than a miracle could have prevented
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the entrance of superstitious mixtures into the
‘Christian worship. For instance, before the coming
-of Christ, all oriental nations worshipped with their
faces turned to the east, believing that God dwelc
in that part of the firmament whence he sends forth
the Sun, the emblem of his glory. The early Chris-
tians, while they rejected this error, retained the
custom (which is still observed in most churches at
the present day).

The Christian meetings were on the first day of the
week. The Jewish converts, in many places, cele-
brated the seventh. Many also kept the fourth day
(on which Christ was betrayed), and the sixtk (the
day of His Crucifixion). The hour was generally
in the morning before dawn, or in the evening after
sunset. Anniversary festivals were observed, to com-
memorate our Saviour’s death and Resurrection,
and the effusion of the Holy Ghost. The anniver-
sary of His death was called the Paschal day, or
Passover, because it was considerzd as the same on
which the Jews celebrated their feast. In the obser-
vance, however, the Christians of Asia Minor differad
from the rest, and more especially from those of
Rome. They kept the feast on the Fewish passover—
ot the fourteenth day of the first Fewish month, and cele-
brated the vesurvection three days after. They asserted
that Christ himselt had thus observed the Passover
or His Paschal feast. The western churches kept
this paschal feast on the night before the anniversary of
Christ's vesurvection,

The Paschal Controversy.—The Christians
of Alexandria and Rome refused to submit to
the Asiatic rule, as it was attended with two
great inconveniences—(1) The éutervuption in the
fast of the great week; (2) As the Asiatics celebvated the
vesurrection precisely the thivd day after this paschal supper,
12 happened for the most part that the great paschal feast was
held on other days of the week than the first. Most Chris-
tians were consequently displeased,tor they thought it

D
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unlawful to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on
any day but Sunday, as that was the day on which

the event took place.  Sharp contentions arose be-

tween the Asiaticand Western Christians. PoLvcare:
undertook ajourney to Rome to confer with ANicETUS,

the Bishop of that see; but the only point of agree-

ment arrived at was that the bonds of charity should:
not be broken.on account of the controversy. Each

church continued to observe the feast as hitherto..
Towards the end of the century, VicTor, Bishop ot
Rome, endeavoured to compel the Asiatic churches.
to submit to the usage of the Western Christians,.
and, being replied to with spirit, excluded them tram.
all tellowship with the church of Rome. Through
the wise counsels of IRENEUs, the dissension was.-
eventually stopped, and matters remained as before:
until the fourth century.

The sacrament of the [lord’s Supper was cele-
brated during this century on Sundays, with the
following ceremonies :(—A part -of the elements was
consecrated by the bishop ; the wine was mixed with:
water, and the bread divided into several portions.
A-portion of the bread and wine was carried to sick
ov absent members as a testimony of fraternal love. It
dppears that this rite was considered necessary to
salvation.

The sacrament of Baptism was-administered pub-
licly twice in every year, at the festivals of Easter and.
Pentecost (or Whitsunday) by the Bishop, or, in his
absence, by the presbyters appointed by the Bishop..
The persons to be baptised repeated the Creed,
contessed and renounced their sins, and were then im-
mersed under water and received into the kingdom of
Christ bya solemn invocation of theTrinity. They then
rcceived the sign of thie Cross, and were anointed ;-
and lastly, by prayers and imposition of bands, were:
solemnly commended to God’s mercy. The cere-
mony was concluded by milk and honey being given-
t>.the newly-baptised,
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Heresies and Schisms.—When the Emperor
Adrian destroyed Jerusalem, and enacted laws of
the utmost severity against the Jews, the majority
of the Christians who lived: in Palestine, fearful of
being confounded with God's ancient people, aban-
doned the Mosaic rites, and chose a bishop named
MaRk, a Gentile. This movement so shocked those
who were attached to the Mosaic rites, that the latter
formed a distinct community, in which the Jewish law
maintained - its primitive authority. It was soon
divided into two sects, the NazarRenEs and the Esion-
1TES. The former wereconsidered as heretics,the latter
as a sect, whose tenets were destructive of the funda-
mental principles of Christianity.

Tue Nazarenes held that—
(1.) Christ was born of a vivgin, and was in a certain
manney united io the Diwvine Nature,

“(2.) The cevemonies prescribed by the Law of Moses were
not to be abandoned ; but at the same time were
not to be imposed-upon the Gentile Christians.

(3.) All additions to the Law made by the Phavisces and
others were to be rejected.

THe EBioNI1TEs believed in the Divine Mission
of Christ, but
(1.) Regarded him as an ordinary man, born of Foscph
and Mary. .
They also maintained, that
(2.) The Mosaic Cevemonial Law was essential to salva-
tion and obligatory upon all men.
--(3+) The additions to the Law by the Phavisees, eic.,
weve t9 be velained,

- These obscure sects did no great harm to the
Christian cause, which suffered much more from
the Gnostics, who explained the Gospel doctrines in a
manner conformable to the Oriental Philosophy.
Two great branches of this Philosophy flourished,
one in Asia and the other in Egypt.
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I. Of the Asiatic Gnostics, the sect of the
ELcESAITES must be given the first place. They are
said to have been founded by Erxar, a Jew, during
the reign of Trajan, Others maintain that their
leader was SaTurNiNUS of Antioch, one of the first
Gnostic chiefs mentioned in history. He held that

(1.) Theve weve two principles,—a wise and benevolent
Deity, and Matter, essentially evil.

(2) The world was cveated by seven angels, who presided
ovey the seven planets. '

(3.) 1t was created without the knowledge of the wise
Deity, and in opposition to the will of the Evil
principle.

(4.) The former approved the work, and endowed the
world's inhabitants with rational souls.

(5.) Having divided the world into seven paris, he distri-
buted them among the seven avchitects, one of whom
was the God of the Fews; and rvesevved to iimself
the supreme sovereignty.

(6.) The Evil principle now cveated another set of beings
of a wicked chavacter,

(7.) When the architects of the wovid. fell from their
allegiance, the Supreme Deity sent info our globe a
Restorer of Order, whose name was Chvist,

(3.) Christ came clothed with a corporeal appeavance, but
not with a veal body. His niission was to destvoy
the empive of the Evil principle, and to point out to
sonls the way by which they must return to God.

(0.) Those who would return must abstain from wine,
Slesh, wedlock, and all seusual gratification.

CERDO, the Syrian, and :MarcioN, son of the
Bishop of Pontus, began to establish their doctrine
at Rome, and became the heads of the sect which
bears their names. They believed in the existence
of two principles, one good, the other bad, and also
asserted that tlere was
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(1.) An inteymediate Deity, neither perfectly good nov
perfectly evil, but so fav just and powerful as to
give vewards and iflict punishiments.

(2.) He created the world, and was the God and legislator
of the Fews.

(3.) He waged perpetual war with the Evil principle,
and both aspived to the supveme dignity over the
inhabitants of the world.

(4.) His oun subjects weve the Fews; all other nations
weve under the empive of the Evil principle,

(5.) Both these conflicting powers kept immortal souls in
oppression and captivity.

(6.) To terminate the wav, and to vescuz seuls from
bondage, the Supreme God sent to the Fews a being
ltke unto himself—his Son Fesus Chvist—clothed
with a shadowy vesemblance of a body.

(7.) He was attacked with great fury by the Prince of
davkness, but without effect, for having a body
only in appearance, he was incapable of suffering.

(8.) Those who followed the divections of Christ were to
movtify their bodies by fastings and austerities,
venounce the precepts of the God of the Fews, and
of the Prince of davkness, and by turning theiy
eyes towards the Supveme Being, should, after
death, ascend to the mansion of felicity.

BARDESANES, a native of Edessa, held that

(1.) Theve was a Supreme God, puve, and absolutely free
from all imperfection ; and a Prince of darkness,
the fountain of all evil and disovder.

(2.) The Supreme God cveated this world and ifs in-
habitants without any mixture of evil in their
‘compostiions. ,

(3.) When, tn process of tite, the Prince of darkness had
enticed men to sin, the Supreme God allowed then:
to fall into gross bodies, formed of corvupt mnattcr
by the Evil principle, and also allowed the disorder
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which the malignant being introduced into the
natural and wmoral world (hence the perpetual
couflict between reason and passion in the
mind ‘of man), as a punishment for the vebellion
of an apostate vace.

(4.) Fesus descended from the upper vegions, clothed with
a celestial and @vial body, and taught mankind to
subdue the mass of covruption which they carvied
about with them, and by abstinence and contempla-
tion to free themseives from bondage to matter.

(5.) Those who would submit to the discipline of Fesus,
should, after thes life, pdss into the mausions of
Jelicity, clothed with celestial bodies.

TaTiaN, a native of Assyria, and a disciple. of
Justin Martyr, is more distinguished on account of
his genius, learning, and the excessive austerity of
his discipline, than by any remarkable- errors. He
however held Gnostic opinions respecting the origin
of the werld, and the reality of Christ’s body. His
followers were known as ENCRATITES,* HyDROPARA-
STATES,t and APOoTACTITES,} names indicative of their
severe austerity. The Hydroparastates used water
only even at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

I1. The sects of the Egyptian Gnostics differed
from those of Asia,in that they combined the Oriental
philosophy and the Egyptian theology, and their
discipline was less severe.. They believed

1. Inthe existenceof the Deity, and also of eternal
matter, endued with life and action; but did not
zdmit an eternal principle of darkness.

2. Our Saviour was a compound of two persons :—
Fesus a man, and Christ, the Son of God. The
Divine nature entered into Jesus at His
baptism, and left Him when He was seized by
the Jews.

3. Christ had a real body.

* Temperate. t Drinkers of Watry.- -} Denouncers.
A AR
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BasiLipes, who generally obtained the first place
among these Gnostics, maintained

(1) The existence of a supreme wise and good_God, who
produced from his own substance seven Yons of miost
excellent natuve.

(2.) Twoof these cons—Dynamis (power), and Sophia

: (wisdom)—engendered the highest order of angels.

(3.) These angels formed a heaven to live in, and brought
forth anferior angelic beings.

(4.) In time thrvee hundved and sixty-five heavens weve
‘cveated, each inhabited by an angelic ovder.

(5.) The Supreme Lovd of all was called ABRraxas.
(A word which contains numeral letters to
the amount of 365.)

(6.) The inhabitants of the lowev heavens, which touched
- upow the borders of the malignant and - self-
amimated sattev, formed a world from that con-
Sused mass, and created inhabitants for it, to whom
the Supreme God gave veasonable souls. He gave

the emnpive over this new wovld to the angels.

(7. ) These angels fell by degrees from their oviginal
purity, and endeavoured to supplant the Supreme
Deity in the worship and homage of the people of
the world.

(8.) They also went o war with each other for supve-
niacy, the most turbulent of them being the one
that presided over the Fewish nation.

(9.) The Supreme God now sent his son Nus oy Christ,
the chief of the sons, in the form of the man Fesus,
to destroy the empive of the webellious angels, and
to vestore the knowledge of the Supreme God.

(10.) The God of the Fews put the man Fesus to death,

: but kis efforts against Christ weve in vain.

(11.) Souls who obeyed Chyist's precepts should, at death,
ascend to the Father, while theiy bodies veturned to
the matter from which they were formed. Disobe-
dient souls should pass successtvely into other bodies



48 Amnalysis of Church History.

The doctrine of Basilides, in the opinion of many,
was favourable to every kind of wickedness; but
others maintain that he recommended the practice
of plety and virtue in the strongest manner. Some
of his precepts undoubtedly gave great offence to
Christians, as the lawfulness of denial of Christ
when in danger of life; and the assertions that
martyrs were to be considered as more heinous
sinners than others, their sufferings being merely
punishments inflicted by divine justice:

CARPOCRATES, of Alexandria, carried the Gnostic
blasphemies to a greater degree of extravagance
than any of the Egyptian branch. He agreed with
the greater part of the tenets of Basilides (1 to g),
but maintained that,

(1.) Fesus was born of Foseph and Mary in the ovdinary
course of natuve, and was distinguished from the
vest of mankind by nothing but his supevior forti-
tude and greatness of soul.

(2.) 4 vicious course of life was to be vecommended, as a
matter of necessity, as elevnal salvation was only
to be obtained by those who had commitied all
sorts of crimes, and filled up the measure of
iniquity.

He thus allowed his disciples full liberty to sin.

(3.) Lusts and passions, being smplanted in our nature
by God himself weve thevefove void of guilt,

(4.) AU actions were indiffevent in theiv own natuve, and
weve vendeved good ov bad only by the opimions of
men, ov by laws of the state.

(5.) It was the will of God that all things should be
possessed in common, the female sex mot excepted ;
but human laws tyvannically branded those as
adulterers and vobbers who only exevcised iheir
natuval vights.
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It is impossible to imagine a more horrid and
licentious system of doctrine, propagated in the
name of the Christian religion. It opened the door
to the most profligate and enormous wickedness.

VALENTINE, an Egyptian by birth, began to teach
his doctrines at Rome, and his sect spread itself
with amazing rapidity throughout the three conti-
nents. His general principles were similar to those
of the Gnostics, but he also entertained opinions
peculiar to himself.

(1.) Inthe plevoma he placed thirty eons—fifteen mc e and
Jifteen female—and added four others of neither sex,
viz., Horus, who guavded the bovders of th:
plevoma, CHRIST, the HoLy GHosT,and JESUS.

(2.) The youngest of the eons, called SoPHIA (wisdom),
brought forth a daughter named ACHAMOTH,
who, being exiled from the plevoma, fell into the
rude mass of malter, and gave 1t a certain
arvangement.

(3.) By the assistance of JEsus she produced the
DEMIURGE, the lovd and creator of all things,
who created the superior wovld ov the wvisible
heavens from the aninal matter, and this tervestial
globe from the grosser kind.

(4.) In man both kinds of matter weve united in equal
portions, but Achamoth, his mother, added to these
two substances, spiritual and celestial.

) Demiurge arvogantly claimed the honour due to the
5 g
Supreme Being, and sent forth prophets to the
Fewish nation.

(6.) To chastise Demiurge, and to illuminate the minds
of vational beings with the hnowledge of the
Supreme God, Christ appeared on earth, composed
of an animal and spivitual substance, and clothed
with an aerial body.
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(7.) Chvist passed thvough the womb of Mary, as p‘u;e
water flows thvough the untainted condust.

(8.) Fesus, ome of the highest eons, was unsted to him at
his baptism, )

(9.) Demiuvge caused Chyist to be put to death, but before
this punishment not only Fesus, but also the
vational soul of Chwist ascended up on high, so
that only the animal souwl and the etheveal body

suffeved. ’

(10.) Those who lived accovding to Christ's precepts
should be tyuly happy, thesr sonls should ascend to
the seats of bliss bovdeving on the plevoma, and
when all souls should be thovoughly purified the
univeyse should be destroyed by fire.

Minor Gnostic sects.—The ProLeEMaITES formed
a branch of the Valentinians, from whom they
differed with respect to the number and nature of
the eons. The SEezuNDIANS, another  branch,
maintained that there were two eternal principles,
viz., Light and Darkness, from whence -arose
good and evil, The ApamiTEs imitated the
primitive state of innocence. The CAINITES treated
Cain, Korah, Dathan, the Sodomites, and Judas
Iscariot as saints, The ABELITEs engaged in
marriage, but neglected to fulfil its principal end.
The SeTH1TES looked upon Seth as the same p.rson
as Christ. The OP°HITES or SERPENTIMIANS
maintained that the serpent of Eden was ei‘her
Christ himself, or SopHIa, concealed under the form
of that animal. They nourished a certain num.er
of serpents, to which a subordinate kind of divine
worship was offered.

Greco-Christian Philosophers.—The doctrize
ol the Trinity and the two natures united in the
Saviour were by no means reconcileable with the
tenets of the Grecian sages who embraced
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<Christianity. They therefore tried to explain them
1n such a matter as to render them compreliénsible.

Praxeas was prosecuted at Rome for his erroneous
-explications. This learned man denied any real dis-
tinction between the persons of the Tvinity, and maintained
that the Father had united to himself the human nature of
Christ. On account of their denying a plurality of
persons in the Deity, his followers were called
MonaRrcHIANS, and also PATROPAssIANS, because
they believed that the Father suffered with the man
Christ.

A somewhat similar opinion was held by
Tueopotus and ARTEMON, who asserted that at the
birth of Christ a cevlain divine emevgy (not the person
-of the Father) united itseilf to him.

HERMOGENES, a pamter, renounced the Christian
doctrine respecting the origin of the world and the
nature of the soul. The world could not have been
made " from nothing, but from an uncreated and
-eternal mass of corrupt matter.

The foregoing sects were all founded upon the
Asiatic or Egyptian philosophy. But they were
succeeded by one built upon ignorance, and the
enemy of all letters and philosophy. This sect was
formed by MonTanus of Pepuza, a village in Phrygia,
an obscure and illiterate person. He announced him-
self as the Parvaclete, or Comforter promised to the
disciples, sent with a divine commission to give
weight and" authority to the precepts delivered by
Christ and his apostles. He added to the laws of
the Gospel many austere commandments—multiplying
Sasts, prohibiting second mavviages, rvefusing absolution to
those who had fallen into emovmous sins, condemning
ornaments of dvess, and banishing the avts, polite litevaturz,
and philosophy from the Christian Churck. Montanus
was excommunicated, but his doctrines obtained the
esteem of many eminent persons, among whom was
thelearned TERTULLIAN,
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genfury 3.

Emperors. R'f)d Bishops of Rome. R'Bi
Severus soeereesnn.. 211 ‘| Zephyrinus.........| 219
Getad.veeverraenn.n 217 Callistus..........| 224
{Caracalla........... 212 Urban..... vevesas| 231
Macrinus...ovvvoen.. 218 Poutianus ........ 235
Heliogabalus........| 222 ANterus ..oovees..| 236
Alex. Severus........| 235 Fabianus....... ves| 251
Maximious ....e....| 237 Cornzlius........ .| 254
Gordian 1. .......... 237 Lucius.............] 256

GordianIl...........| 237 Stephen ..........| 258
Balbinus....... ..| 238 Sixtus II. .....00..| 259

Gordian III. ........ 244 Dionysius ...... «.| 270
Philip the Arabian...| 250 Felix ...ooooiuiies 275
Decius ..oevvivueanns 251 Eutychianus..... .. 283
Gallus Volusianus.....| 253 Caius Marcellinus. ! 296

| Valerian.............[ 259
Gallienus......o00...| 268
Claudius II..........] 270
Quintillius .. weees| 270
Aurelian......ouan| 275
Tacitus..... e vee| 275
Florianus ..,..... see| 276 |
4 Probus .............| 282
Carus coviiviesreess] 283
Carinus...... cevasan] 284
Numerianus ........] 284
Dioclesian ,...
Maximian .......,..!

|-
I.—EXTERNAL EVENTS.

Prosperity of the Church.—Although during
the greater part of this century the Christians were
-subject to calamities and persecutions at the hands
of the populace, led on by the priesthood, yet it is
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certain  that their rights and privileges were
multiplied. In the army a large number of them
lived entircly unmolested, and under most of the
cmperors the profession of Christianity was no bar
to public preferment, Caracalla neither oppressed or
permitted others to ill treat the Christians. Helio-
gabalus showed no enmity. Alexander Severus,
while he did not repeal laws made against Christians
in former recigns, showed considerable favour to
them, and even paid a certain kind of worship to
Christ. His mother, JuLia MaMMaa, who had very
favourable sentiments of Christianity, may be said
to have been the means of bringing about this
desirable result. Being once at Antioch she sent
for Origen from Alexandria, to enjoy the advantage
of his 1instructions. Under Gordian the Christians
lived in -peace. The Philips were so friendly to
them, that they passed for Christians. Gallienus
and others did not openly favour the progress of
Christ's religion, but neither oppressed nor retarded
it. The causes, or means that contributed to the
advancement of the Church,may be thus summarised:

(1.) The clemency and benevolence of the Roman Emperors.

(2.) The force of celestial truth, and the picty and
couvage of those who declared it,

(3-) A special and interposing Providencs, by dveams
and visions, touching the hearts of its pro-
fessed enemies. .

(4-) The healing of discases and other miracles in the
name of the Saviour.

{5.) The transiation and copies of the Scriptures, and
other works.

(6.) The picty and good sxample of Christian converts—
care of the poor, love to enemies, &c.

Missionary exertions.—Origen, invited from
Alexandria by an Arabian prince, converted a tribe
of wandering Araps to. Christianity., The Goths. of
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Mysia and Thrace received the Gospel. The
number of churches in Gau/ were considerably
increased from the time of the IEmperor Decius.
Dionysius, Gatian, and others, amid great dangers,
erected churches at Arles, Paris, Tours, &c. Several
German churches, as Cologne, ‘[reves, Mentz, &c.,
received their origin during this century.

" Calamities of the Church.—A law was made by
the Emperor Severus, A.D. 203, prohibiting every
Roman subject to embrace either the Jewish or the
Christian religions. This law induced therapacious
magistrates to persecute thegpoorer Christians in
order to extort money from the richer by fear of
similar punishments. Among others who suffered
we:e Lronipas, father of Origen, PeErpETUA and
Fe iciras, two famous African ladies, Poramiena
MaiiceLLa, &c. Maximinus having assassinated
Ale;'ander Severus, the great patron of the Christians,
and fearing the resentment of the latter, ordered the
bishops to be put to death, and during the whole ot
his reign exercised the most barbarous tryanny and
cruelty towards their followers of every rank and
order, Decius published terrible edicts, ordering
the proctors, upon pain of death, to extirpate the
whole body of Christians or to force them to return
to Paganism. For more than two years a fearful
carnage went on. A great number of Christians,
dismayed at the aspect of dreadful and lingering
torments, fell from their constancy, and saved them-
selves by offering sacrifices, burning incense, or
purchasing certificates from the Pagan priests.
Hence arose the opprobious terms Sacrificati,applied
to those who sacrificed ; Thurificati, those who
burned incense, and Libel/atici, those who produced
certificates. This defection caused great commotions
in the church; for the Lapsed, or those who had
fallen, were desirous to be restored to church com-
munion without a course of penitential discipline.
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Some bishops strongly opposed any such indulgence.
In Egypt and Africa many of the lapsed, in order
to secure speedy restoration, procured trom the
martyrs Libellos Pacis—letters of peace,—by which
they (the martyrs) declared in their last moments
that they looked upon them as worthy of their
communion. CypriaN, Bishop of Carthage, set
himself in opposition to this unreasonable re-
admission, favoured by a large number of the
bishops, and he drew upon himself a keen dispute
with the martyrs, confessors, and presbyters,
seconded by the people.

Edicts were issued by Gallus and Volusianus,
successors of Decius. About this time popular fury
was directed against the Christians on account of a
fearful pestilence which desolated the empire—the
people being persuaded that it was a punishment
sent by the gods for the lenity shown to the followers
ot Jesus. The first five years of the reign of Valerian
was a period of tranquillity ; but Nacrianus, a
superstitious bigot, having gained an entire
ascendancy over the emperor, persuaded him to
prohibit all Christian assemblies, and to banish the
bishops and doctors, a.p. 257. This edict was
followed by a more severe one, and a great number
of the Christians, in various provinces ol the empire,
were cruelly put to death. Among others who
suffered were CypriaN, Sixtus, Bishop of Rome,
and LaurexTius, a Roman deacon. In the reign
ot Gallienus the condition of the Church was rather
suppcrtable than happy. In the reign of Aurelian
the Church would have been exterminated had not
his violent death prevented his cruel purposes.

At the head of the Platonic philosophers during
this century was PorpHYRy, a Syrian, who wrote
against the Christians a long and laborious work,
afterwards destroyed by imperial edict. Many were
the deceitful stratagems by which this sect
endeavoured to obscure the Iustre and to diminish
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the doctrine. of Christianity. They formed such a
comparison between the:life, actions, and miracles
of Christ and those of the ancient philosophers asto
make thelatternothing inferior to the Divine Saviour:.

ArcHYTAs of Tarentum, PyTrHaGORAS, &cC., Were
exhibited as Divine Teachers and rivals of the glory
of the Son of God. Many were ensnared by these
absurd attempts, others entlirely abandoned the
Christian religion, and some formed a system com-
posed of the tenets of both parties. Such was the
plan of ALEXANDER SEVERUS, who paid honours to
Christ, Orpheus, Apollonius, and other philosophers
and heroes. . . )

The Jews were now powerless to strike a blow at
Clristianity, but they made malicious efforts to
create a prejudice against it by writing works
calculated to undermine its foundations. A certain
person, named DomiNus, having lapsed, on account
of the persecution under Severus, embraced the
Jewish religion. To recall him to his duty and
profession, SERarioN, Bishop of Antioch, wrote a
treatise against the Jews, from which we may
conclude that the Jews were treated with greater
leniency on account of their enmity to the disciples
of Jesus,

II.—INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Literature'and Philosophy.—Arts, Literature,
and Science had now lost all their lustre and vigour.
Various reascns contributed to this decay of learn-
ing :—

{1.) Few of the emperors encouraged either

literature or science.

{2)) The constant civil wars that disturbed the

empire. )

{3-) The perpetual incursions of the barbarous

nations.-

E
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Until the sixth century the only system of philosophy
publicly taught at Alexandria was that of Ammonius
or the New Platonie. PrurarcH brought it inte
Greece, and renewed the celebrated Academy
at Athens.

Among the Christians the famous question con-
cerning the excellence and utility of human learning
was now debated with great warmth. While many
recommended the study of Greek and Roman
literature and philosophy, others condemned them
as pernicious 1o the interests of true religion and
piety. Owing ‘o the influence and authority of
QOrigen, who had been early instructed in Neo-
Platonism, the cause of letters triumphed.

Ministersand Church Government.—Although
as a rule the chief authority in a province was con-
ferred upon the bishop who presided over the church
of the metropolis, yet sometimes it was decided
otherwise. The Bishops of Rome, Auntiock, and
Alexandria had a kind of pre-eminence over all
others, and were distinguished by peculiar rites and
privileges, yet it was insisted that all bishops were
equal in power and dignity. Cyprian, in the famous
controversy concerning the Baptism cf Heretics;
treated the imperious arrogance ot STEPHEN, Bishop
of Rome, with the utmost indignation and contempt.
The precedence of the Roman see was that of order
and association, not of power and authority. In
this century the primitive form of church govern-
ment degenerated towards religious monarchy. The
Bishops, and especially Cyprian, aspired to higher
degrees of power and authority over the presbyters,
and appropriated the splendid ensigns of temporal
majesty. Thrones, surrounded with ministers, and
beautifui garments, dazzled the multitude into vene-
ration for their arrogated positions. Their example
was followed by the presbyters, who neglected their
duties, and abandoned themselves to the indolence
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and delicacy of luxurious life. The deacons usurped
their rights and functions; and the effects of this
corrupt ambition were spread through every rank of
the ministry, In order to diminish the labours of
the present rulers.of the church, additional orders
were created ;—

(1.) Sub-deacons, to- ease the deacons of the
meanest part of their work,—to prepare the
sacred vessels of the altar, and deliver
them to the deacons during Divine service.
‘I'hey were also door-keepers and bishcps’
messengers, and were so subordinate to the
deacons, that by a canon of the council of
Laodicea, they were forbidden to sit in
their presence without leave!

(z.) Acolythi, an order peculiar to the western
church,—attendants whose principal duty
was to light the church candles, ard to
attend the presbyters with wine for the
Eucharists.

(3.) Ostiarii, or doorkeepers,—officers subservient
to the deacons and sub-deacons. They
-also gave notice of the times of service (by
private signal during periods of persecution).

(1) Readers read the Scriptures at the reception
of Catechumens,

(5.) Exorcists were appointed to drive out evil
spirits from the bodies of persons possessed.

(6.) Copiat®, or Fossarii took charge of funerals
and interments,

Marriage was permitted to all ranks of the clergy,
but those who took vows of celibacy obtained a
higlier reputation of virtue and sanctity than others.
‘There was a general persuasion that married clergy
were of all others the most subject to the influence
of evil spirits,
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Christian Writers.—Among the ~Grek authors
of the century the foremost place must be assigned
to ORIGEN, a presbyter and catechist of Alexandria,
a man of vast abilities, whose name will be honoured
so long as learning is esteemed among men. (See
i Biographical Sketches.”) "

_ Jurius AfRICANUS, a native of Palestine,
HirpoLyTUs;  GREGORY,  Bishop of Neocasarea,
who acquired the title of TuauMATURGUS (wonder-
worker), on account of the miracles he is said to
have wrought; Dionysius THE GrEaT, Bishop of
Alexandria, and METHODIUS were also in the front
rank of celebrated writers,

In the midst of [atin writers Cyprian, Bishop of
Carthage, slood pre-eminent. Minucius-FELIx,
and Ar~osius the Africdn, wrote copious and ample
apologies for Christianity against the Gentiles, The
latter, however, exhibited Christianity under a very
different form from that in which it is commonly
received.

Church Doctrine,—Those Christian doctors who
had applied themselves to letters and philosophy,
abandoned the native purity and simplicity of the
Christian doctrines, and struck out into the wilds of
fancy. ORIGEN was at the head of this new move-
ment. Enchanted with the Platonic philosophy, he
set il up as the test for all religion, within certain
limits. His disciples, however, interpretated, in the
most licentious manner, the truths ot religion ugder
the tenor of their philosophy. From them the
Scholastic Theology had its origin., The same prin-
ciples gave rise to the Mystic Theology, which had a
tendency to overturn the former, lIts authors are
anknown, but its first promoters proceeded from tle
Platonic doctrine, that ““the Divine  nature was
diffused through all human souls.!; They denied
that men could, by labour and. study, excite this
celestial flame in their hreasts, and maintained. that
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silence, repose, and solitude, with acts of mortifica-
tion, were the means by which men could be
instructed in divine things. 7This method of reason-
ing produced strange effects, and drove many into
caves and deserts, where they submitted to the
misery of the severest discipline.

Translations, &c., of the Scriptures.—Much
care was taken to have accurate copies of the sacred
books multiplied everywhere, and at such moderate
prices as to render them easy of purchase. The
rich contributed a great part of their wealth to this
laudable work. Pierus and HesvcHius in Egypt,
and Lucian at Autioch, corrected the copies of the
Septuagint. Origen’s famous HEexapPrLa will remain
an eternal monument of that great man’s labours in
this.direction. He, however, by an unhappy method
of interpretation, opened a secure retreat for all
sorts of errors. Having a notion that it would be
impossible to defend the Scriptures against the
cavils of heretics and infidels, if explained literally,
he had recourse to imagination, and maintained
that they were to be interpretated in the same
allegorical manner that the Platonists explained the
history of the gods. He alleged :—

(1.) That jn many cases the words of Scripture
.were absolutely void of sense.

(2-) It was not in their liferal sense that the words
were to be explained, or the true meaning
. of the sacred writers was to be sought,
but in a hidden or mysterious sense, arising
from the nature of the things themselves.

(3.) He divided this hidden sense into (1) Moral,
and (2) Mystical, or spiritual. (i.) Those
doctrines relating to the inward state of
the soul and the conduct of life. (ii.) The

" nature, laws, and history of the spiritual
world.
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The commentaries of Hippolytus show that he was
addicted to the system of Origen; not so the Trans-
dation of the Ecclesiastes by Gregory Thaumaturgus.

In his Stromata, and Four Books of Elements, Origen
illustrated or rather disguised the greater part of
the Christian doctrines. The latter work com-
prised the first sketch of the Scholastic Theology.
Theognostus wrote Seven Books of Hypotyposes much
infected by Origen's errors. Gregory Thaumaturgus
wrote an Exposition of the Faith; and Hippolytus con-
cerning the Deity, Resurrection, &c. Next to Tertullian,
Cyprian was the most distinguished of the moral
writers, and wrote concerning works, alms, patience,
and. an Exhortation to Martyrdom, a subject also
handled by many other authors of this century. Of
the Polemic writers, who wrote against the philo-
sophers, the first place must be given to Hippolytus,
who wrote against Plato. .

The methods of defending Christianity degene-
rated much from the true rule of controversy. The
subtleties of the sophists and rhetoricians were
cmployed. This method of disputing (called econs-
srical) had victory for its object rather than truth.
The defenders of Christianity, to surprise their
enemies by artifice, falsely ascrihed a great number
of books to certain great men, in order to give these
‘spurious productions more credit and weight.- Hence
the spurious * Canons™ attributed to the apostles,
the “ Apostelical Constitutions,” ascribed:to' Clemeps,
-of Rome, &c. The Mystics had recourse to the
same pious frauds to support their sect, alleging
their founder to be Dionysius the Areopagite, in the
first century, and attributing to him various works
on the Monastic Life and the Mystic Theology.

Controversies.—It- had long been an opinion
that Christ was to return and reign on earth for a
thousand years before the final destruction of the
globe. This was strongly opposed by Origen, and
in consequence it began to decline. NEpos, an Egyp-
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tian bishop, in a work % Against the Allegovists,”” sup-
ported the idea of a MiLLENNIUM, and obtained many
influential followers ; but the further progress of this
doctrine was btopped by Dionvsius of Alexandria, a
pupil of Origen. :
=" As there was no express law determining the
mode of receiving heretics into Church communion,
the rules practised were not the same in all churches.
Most of the Oriental and African churches placed
recanting heretics in the rank of Catechumens, and
admitted them into communion by baptism, while
the western churches invariably used imposition of
hhands, accompanied by solemn prayer. In this
century the Asiatic churchcs, in more than one
council, established it as a law that all heretics
were to Dbe re-baptized before admission -into com-
munion. STEPHEN, Bishop of Rome, arrogantly broke
communion with the Asiatic churches. This made
no impression upon CyPRIAN, Bishop of Carthage, who
assembled a council, which adopted the opinion of
the Asiatics. Being threatened by the Bishop of
Rome, Cyprian replied with great force and resolu-
tion; and a second council at Carthage declared
baptism administered ~ by heretics to be void.
Stephen now ex-communicated the African bishops.
His death soon afterwards brought the controversy
to a close.

. The envy and hatred of DemETRIUS, Bishop of
Ale,mna’rin, is said to have set in motion the contro-
versy. respecting Origen. In A.p. 228, Origen set
out for Achaia, and during his journey was received
with affection and esteem by the bishops of Cesarea
and Jerusalem, who admitted him to the order of
presbyter by imposition of hands. This proceeding
offended Demetrius, who maintained that he alone
had-the right to advance Origen to that office, being
hiis! dlocesan (Origen was prmmpal of the Alexandrian
school); and that Origen was otherwise unfitted for
Ehe priesthood on account of his erroneous doctrines.
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The breach between Origen and Demetrius grew to
such .a height that the former” was compelled to
resign his appointment and retire to. Czsarea, a.p.
231. ‘Demetrius continued to persecute him, and
assembled two councils, the first .of which con-
demned Origen unheard, and deprived him of his
office, and the second degraded him from his sacred
dignity. These measures were approved by the
greatest part of the Christian bishops.

Rites and Ceremonies.—Many of the rites now
introduced into the Church were derived from the
prevalent opinions concerning the nature of demons,
and the power of invisible beings., Hence—
exovcism, spells, fasts, celibacy, etc. It is not im-
probable that churches were embellished with
smages and other ornaments. The sermons were very
different from those of the Primitive Church, and
degenerated greatly from the former simplicity.
Origen introduced long sermons, and was the first
who explained the scriptuves in his discourses. Several
bishops, who had been instructed in the rhetorical
schools, adapted their public exhortations to the
rules of Grecian eloquence. This was soon the
universal practice. )

About this time jncense was introduced into many
churches. Several alterations wete made in the
celebration of the Eucharist. (1.) The prayers were
lengthened ; (2.) Penitents and unbaptized were not
admitted ; (3.) Goid and silver vessels wére now used.
The time of celebration varied according to cir-
cumstances. In some churches the hour was in the
morring ; in others at noon or in the evening. As
the Eucharist was considered of the highest im-
portance, and as essential to salvation, it was even
thought proper to administer it to infants. The
sacred love-feasts in some churches preceded, in
others followed the celebration.

Twice in every year the sacrament of Baptism was
administered, in the presence only of those who
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were already initiated into the Christian mysteries.
None were baptised until they had been delivered by
the. exorcist from the dominion .of the Prince of
darkness, and solemnly consecrated to God. The
result of Baptism was thought to be remission of
sins; and the Bishop was supposed to confer the
gifts of the Holy Spirit by imposition of hands.
After Baptism the candidates returned home crowned
with leaves or flowers, and arrayed in white gar-
ments.

A high degree of sanctity was attributed to fasting,
from a notion that demons attacked those who
fared sumptuously, and were less troublesome to the
lean and hungry. The Latin church fasted on the
seventh day of the week, contrary to the general
custom. The  Christians followed the Jewish
custom of offering up their ovdinary prayers at the

third, sixth, and ninth hour. At thanksgiving
" festivals they prayed sfanding, as the fittest posture
to express their joy and confidence. On Fast days
they knelt, toexpress contrition and self-abasement.
In many places, public and private, certain forms of
prayer were adhered to. The sign of the Cross was
supposed to administer a victorious power over
malignant spirits,and all sorts of trials and calamities.

Heresies and Schisms.—The MontaNisTs and
other sects which troubled the Church during the
second century, were no less active in this, notwith-
standing repeated defeats. ADELPHUS and AQUILINUS,
two Gnostics, tried to introduce their doctrines at
Rome; but were opposed, not only by the Christians
but also by Plotinus, the greatest Platonic philosopher
of the age; and their united efforts against the
progress of Gnosticism soon destroyed its credit and
.authority. At this time a new and formidable
enemy suddenly appeared in the person of MaNEs,
a Persian. He Lad been educated among the Mags
before he professed Christianity, and was acquainted
with medicine and surgery, painting, and philosophy.
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After his conversion he attempted to reconcile the
doctrine of the Magi with the Christian religion, and
affirmed that he was the Comforter, whom Christ had
promised to his disciples. He was put tc death by
Varanes 1., King of Persia.

The principal doctrines of the MaNICHEANS were
the following : —

_(I;) Theve were two principles from which all things
proceeded—1ight, pure and sibtle malter, and
Darkness, gross and corrupt. )

(2.) Each weve subject to a Supreme and etcrnal Being.

(3.) The ruler over Light was called Gob, the so'uireign
of Darkness had the title of HYLE o» DEMON.

{4.) Ged was supremely hﬁppy, benevolent, and. good ;
Hyle unhappy, evil, and malignant.

(5.} These Beings created an inemense nunibey of creatuves
stmilay to themselves, and distyibuted them through
thety vespective domains.

{6.) Hyle did not know, for a long time, of the existence
of God, but, so soon as he perceived it, he made
efforts to annex Light to his possession.

(7.) The Commander of the army of Light was the Sfirst
angel, but he was not successful, and Hyle suc-
ceeded in “wresting a considerable povtion of the
celestial clements, and even of Light itself, and
mingled them in the mass of corrupt matier.

(8.) God's second geneval was The Living Spirit, wlo
was move successful, but could not regain the lost
portion of Light. ‘ :

(9.) Hyle now cveated the first parents of the human race,
consisting of a corvupt body, and two souls, one
sensilive and lustful, the other vational and
immovtal—a povtion of Light which had been taken

by the avmy of Darkuess. o
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(10.) God created the earth, out of the corrupt mass of
wmalter, by that Living Spirit who had vanquished
Hyle. His design was to provide a dwelling for
the lauman vace, and todeliver, by degrees, captive
souls from theiv. covporeal prisons.

(11.) God produced two beings of eminent dignity from
Iis own substance, to succour tmprisoned souls,

Christ and the Holy Ghost,

(12.) Chvist was identical with the Persian Mithras,
and was the brightness of the etevnal Light, sub-
sisting in and by himself. His vesidence was the
sumn,

(13.) The Holy Ghost was also a luminous and animated
body, diffused throughout the atmosphere, to warm
and tlluminate the nunds of men, and to vender the
earth fruitful.

(14.) After God had admonished and exhovted captive
souls, by the miinistry of angels and holy men, he
ordeved Christ to descend on earth. Christ
appeaved to the Fews, clothed with a-shadowy
form of a human being.

(15.) During lis ministry he laught men how fo set
themselves free, and attested s mission by mirvacles.

(16.) Hyle incited the Fews to put him to death, which
punishment he suffeved, but only in appearance.

(17.) Having fulfilled his mission, Christ veturned to the
sun, and appointed a certain nwinber of apostics to
propagate his weligion, but before lis departuve
promised to send the Paraclete or Comforter whe
should add many things to the precepts he had
taught, and dispel all errors velating to divine
things.

(18.) This comforter was MANES the Peysian, E
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(19.) Those who believed Chyist to bé the Son of God, and
venounced Hyle, obeying Chyist's laws as delivered
by Manes, should be gradually purified from the
contagion of maiter.

(20.) After death the sonls of men must pass through
watey and fire before they could ascend to the
regions of Light. T hey mounted first to the moon,
which consists of water, and thence, after fifteen
days, they proceeded to the sun, whose five purified
all thesy corvuptions.,

(21.) Bodies yetuyned into their first state, and united
themselves with theiv oviginal mass.

(22.) Disobedient souls passed at death into the bodies of
amimals ov other natuves, wheve they vemained
until they expiated theiv guslt.

(23.) When the greatest part of captive souls ave set free,
then the frame of the world should be destroyed by
Jive, and Hyle and his powers should veturn to
their priguitive state of misery, never again to come
forth to the Light.

In order to remove objections against his
monstrous doctrine, Manes asserted (1.) that the old
Testament was not the word of God, but of Hyle,
who was substituted by the Jews in the place of the
Supreme Being ; (2.) that the Four Gospels were
not written by the Apostles, but by artful Jews, and
(3.) supplied a gospel which he said was dictated to
him by God himself; and was entitled Erteng. He
rejected the Acts of the Apostles, but acknow-
ledged St. Paul's Epistles. - .

His discipline was excessively austere, but he
divided his disciples into two classes:—1, the Elect—
perfect Christians; and, 2, the Hearers—imperfect
and feeble brethren. The Elect were to entirely
abstain from flesh, eggs, milk, fish, wine, drink
(intoxicating), wedlock; and to live in absolute



Century I11.—Internal Affairs. 69

penury, on bread, herbs, pulse, and melons. The
Hearers were allowed to possess lands, to eat flesh,
and to marry, with certain limitations. The
Manichean General Assembly was headed by a
President, tepresenting Christ, twelve vulevs ov masters,
and seventy-two bishops, who had presbyters and deacons
under them, all chosen out of the Elect.

The sect of the HieraciTEs, formed towards the
close of this century, in Egypt, was founded by
Hierax of Leontium, a bookseller by trade, dis-
tinguished for learning and erudition. Many points
of his doctrine were similar to those of Manes. He
maintained that

(1)) Christ's office and ministry was the promulgation of
a new law, move severe and pevfect than that of

Moses.

(2.) Theuse of flesh, wine, wedlock, &c., permitied undey
Mosaic  dispensation, was prohibited. This
abstinence was, however, only imposed upon such as
weve ambittous of aspiving to the highest summit
of viviue.

(3.) Children who. died befove they had avrived to the
" use of veason weve excluded from the kingdom of
Heaven.

(4.) Meichizedek, King of Salem, was the Holy Ghost.
(5.) He also deuied the vesurvection of the body.

The controversies in the previous century relating to
the Holy Trinity were now spreading with consid-
erable vigour, and producing various methods of
explaining that incomprehensible doctrine.

Noetus of Smyrna, an obscure and illiterate man,
asserted
(1.) That the Supreme God —the Father—united himself
to the man Christ, whom hs called the Son dnd
was (2.) bovis and crucified with him,
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_From this opinion Noetus and his followers were-
distinguished by the title of PaTripassians—those
who believed that the Father of the universe, and
not any other person, expiated. the guilt of humanity,

SaBeLLius, an African ecclesiastic, taught that a
cevtain energy only, proceeding from the Supiems
. Parent, was united to the Son of God, the mar
Fesus.  The Holy Ghlost was consideved in the same
manner as a portion of the Father. -

_Although his doctrines were ably refuted by’
Dicnysius, Bishop of Alexandria, Sabellius drew
around him a considerable number of followers. .

BervLLus, an. Arabian, Bishop of Bozrah, taught
that Christ did not exist befove Mary, but that a
spirit, issiing from God himself, was united fo him a
lis Lirth. - ' ’
Beryllus at length, convinced by the arguments of
Origen, returned into the bosom of the Church.
...PauL oF Samcsara, Bishop of Antioch, and also a
magistrate—a vain and arrogant man—introduced
much .confusion into the Church, and left behind
him a sect that assumed the title of Paulians. He
taught that :
(1.) The Son and Holy Ghost existed in God, in the
same manner as the faculties of veason and activity
do tn ma.

(2.) Clwist was bovn a mere man. -

(3.) The reason or wisdont of the Father descended into
ham, and by him wrought mivacles upon earth, dud
instrucied the nations.

(4.) On account of this wnion of the Divine wo-d
with the man Fesus, Christ might, though im~
properly, be calied God.

In a.p. 269 Paul was condemned and degraded

from the episcopal order,
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The AraBians, a kind of philosophers that sprang
up in Arabia, and called by this name. asserted that
the soul was movtal, and perished with the body,
but was again to be vecalled to life with the body by

the power of God.

Through Origen's efforts they soon rcturned to
the received doctrines.

The sect of the NovaTians cannot be charged with
having corrupted Christianity with their opinions.
Their crime was excessive discipline, causing un-
" happy divisions in the Church, NovaTiav, a Roman
presbyter, went so far as to deny re-admission to the
Lapsed and others whn had been separated from
the Church. Most of the presbyters, and especially
CoRNEL1US, a man of eminent virtue, strongly opposed
Novatian’s austere sentiments. In the year 250
Fabianus, Bishop of Rome, died, and Novatian
made bitter objections to the election of Cornelius
to the vacant see; but in vain. He then separated
himself from the jurisdiction of Cornelius, who,
calling a council in 251, cut off Novatian and his
partizans from Church fellowship. Novatian then
founded a new church, constituting himself first
bishop; and until the fifth century his followers
flourished in every country where the Gospel had
been received. His chief supporter was Novatus,
a presbyter of Carthage. Another title of the Nova-
tians was CaTHARI (the pure). They obliged all who
came over to them from the Christian church to be
re-baptised, as a necessary preparation for entering
into their society. At the same time they did not
‘pretend that all those who lad fallen into grievous
sins after baptism were cxcluded from all hopes or
possibility of salvation,
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RESUME FOR SELF-EX AMINATION.

THIRD ;: CENTURY.

External Events

Ministry and Church
Government.

Doctrine,

ProspErROUS EVENTS :—
Christian Privileges.
Alexander Severus.
Julia Mammea.
Other Emperors.
Causes of the Prosperity of
the Church.
Missionary exertions.
Arabs.
Goths of Mysia & Thrace.
Gaul.
German Churches.
ADVERSE CIRCUMSTARCES—
Persecutions.
SACRIFICATI.
THURIFICATI.
LiBELLATICI.
LiseLLos Pacis.,
Porphyry
Stra[agems to destroy Chris-
tianity.

Pre-eminent Bishops.
Degeneration of the Primi-
five form of goverment
towards a religious mon-
archy. -
Addition 1 orders ;—
I. SUB-DEACONS.
2. ACOLYTES.
3. OSTARIIL
4. READERS.
5. EXORCISTS.
COPIATAE OR FossariIL
Marriage of Clergy.

o

Origen's method of In-
* terpretation.

The Scholastic Theology.

The Mystic Theology.

Translation of the Scrip-
tures.

Commentaries.

Moral Writings.

Polemic Writers.

New methods of defend-
ing Christianity.

Controversies :—
THE MILLENIUM.
RECEPTIOR OF THE

“ LAPSED."”

RESPECTING ORIGEN.

Litcrature and Learning.
Christian Whriters.

Rites and Ceremonies.

Heresies and Schisms.

The decay of learning,
causes of Christian con-
troversies concerning the
utility of human learning.

Chbristian Writers :—
Origen.

Julius Africanus.

Hippolytus.

Gregory, Bishop of Nco-
czsarca.

Dionysuis the Great.

Methodius.

Cyprian, Bp. of Carthage.

Minucius Feliz.

Arnobius the African.

Origin of Exorcism, spells,

Images.

Long Sermons. Their style.

Incense.

Alteration in the celebration
of tbe Eucharist,

Also in Baptism.

TFasting, a high degree of
sanclity attached to

Latin Church fasts.

Prayer-times .

Prayerin standing position at
Thanksgiving Festivals.

Forms of Prayer.

Sign of the Cross.

ADELPHUS. }
AQUILINUS.
MANICHEANS.
HIERACITES.

NoeTus, PATR!PASSIANS
SABELLIUS.

BERYLLUS.

PauL oF SAmosu‘A.

** ARABIARS.”
NovA‘rums—Cathnn




Century IV.—External Events. 73

Genfury IV,

T '
Emperors. catecll. Bishops of Rome. RxeDd
A.D. T
Diocletian Marcellinus ........ 304
Maximian } renceees 305 Marcellus .......... 309
Galerius .......... 311 Eusebius .......... 311
Constantius ........ 306 Melchiades ........ 313
Constantinethe Great| 337 Sylvester .......... 335
Maximin ..........| 313 Mark .ooveinnnann.. 336
Maxentius.......... 314 Julius.........o.... 352
Licinius............] 325 Liberius............ - 367
Constantine II......] 338 Damasus .......... 384
Constantius ........ 361 Syricus ......v0l.. 398
Constans .......... 350 Anastasius ........
Julian the Apostate...| 363
Jovian ...ooieenll 304
Valentinian ........| 375
Valens ..... ceeneas| 378
GratiaD ....oovuans. 383
Valentinian IT ......| 392
Theodosius the Great| 395

I.—EXTERNAL EVENTS.

At the commencement of the fourth century the
Roman empire was under the dominion of feur
rulers:—two distinguished by the title of Augustus
—DiocLETIAN and MaxiMiaN; and two honoured with
the appellation of Cesar—ConsTanTiUs CHLORUS,
and MaxiMinus GaLErius. Under these princes the
church at first enjoyed tranquillity and favour,
which so alarmed the Pagan priesthood, that they
at length addressed themselves to Diocletian, but

F
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without success. Galerius, his son-in-law, was,
however, prevailed upon to urge the emperor for an
edict against the Christians; and in 303 an order was
obtained at Nicomedia to pull down the churches,
destroy Christian books, and to take from Christians
all their rights and privileges. This edict did not
extend to the lives of Christians, but it was destruc-
tive to those who refused to deliver up their books
and writings., Many Christians therefore gave up
all sacred things in their possession, to save their
lives. This conduct was strongly condemned by the
more resolute, who branded those who were guilty
of it with the ignominious title of Traditors.

Shortly afterwards, the Christians were falsely
accused of having set fire to the imperial palace at
Nicomedia, and large numbers suffered as incen-
diaries, being tormented in a most brutal manner.
Abpout the same time they were accused of foment-
g tumults and seditions in Armenia and Syria;
and a second edict was issued, ordering all bishops and
ministers to he thrown into prison. In a third edict,
Diocletian ordered these prisoners to be forced by
tormeats to renounce their religion, by sacrificing to
the heathen gods. An immense number suffered
throughout the empire, Gaul (which was under the
dominion of Constantius) excepted. 1n 304 a fourth
cdict was issued at the instigation of Galerius, by
which the above punishments were extended to al/
Christians who should refuse to sacrifice. This
nearly proved fatal to Christianity.

Galerius forced Diocletian and Maximian to abdi-
cate in his favour, leaving Constantius as ruler of
the west. He chose for his own colleagues Severus,
and Maximian, his sister’s son. This revolution
restored peace to the western churches, while those
of the east had their calamities terribly augmented.

In 306 Constantius died in Britain, and the
army saluted, with the title of Auwgustus, his son
CONSTANTINE, afterwards surnamed ¢ THE GREAT.”
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. Galerius refused to bestow upon him the purple,
gave him only the title of Casar, and created Severus
emperor. Maxentius, son-in-law to Galerius, stung
with the preference given to Severus, usurped the
purple in Africa and Italy, taking his father
Maximian for his colleague. On the death of
Galerius, his possessions were divided between
Maximian and Licinius. On the death of Maximian
by poison, in 313, Constantine had no other com-
petitor than Maxentius, who soon fell in battle, and
Constantine remained sole master of the empire.
He lmmedlately granted to the Christians liberty to
live according to their own laws and institutions, by
an edict, drawn up at Milan, About the same time
he embraced Christianity, in consequence (it is said)
of a miraculous cross, which appeared in the air,
. with the remarkable inscription, ¢ Hac Vince,” = as lie
was marching towards Rome to attack Maxentius,
He exhorted all his subjects to receive the Gospel,
and at length exerted all the force of his authority
t6 abolish Paganism. It appears that he continued
in the state of a catechumen until a few days before
his death, when he was baptised at Nicomedia by
LLuseB1us,

Licinius was defeated, 314, in a pitched battle
with Constantine, and a treaty of peace was signed,
which was observed for niue years. In 324 he
again took up arms, and in the following year was
strangled by Constantine’s orders. Constantine
now openly opposed Paganism as a_religion detri-
mental to the interests of the state. He d1ed in 337,
and was succeeded by his three sons, CONSTANTINE
II., ConstanTiUs, and ConsTans, These princes
put their two uncles, Constantius Dalmatius and
Julius "Constantius, and all their sons, with the
exception of Gallus and Julian (sons of Julius), to
death. The latter afterwards became emperor.

® *In this conquer.”
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Constantius, the youngest of Constantine’s sons,
finally got rid of all his competitors, and ruled the
empire alone until 331, when he died at Mopsuerene
on the borders of Cilicia.

Jurian was immediately acknowledged sovereign
of the Roman empire, and the prosperity of the
Church was greatly interrupted by his apostasy from
the faith of his fathers. He turned his attention to
the reformation of religion (as he thought) by the
suppression of Christianity. By art and stratagem
he undermined the Church, removing the privileges
accorded to the Christian ministry, closing the
schools, encouraging schisms, and composing books '
against Christianity. But before he could fully carry
out his aggressive measures he was slain in the
Persian war, at the age of 31, A.D. 363. Julian per-
mitted the Jews to re-build the temple of Jerusalem;
but they were obliged to desist from this important
work by balls of fire, which, issuing out of the ground
with a dreadful noise, dispersed both the works and
the workmen. Repeated earthquakes also filled
them with terror and dismay. ’

Julian was succeeded by Jovian, who only reigned
for seven months. The succeeding emperors,
VaLexTiNIAN 1., VaLENS, GRATIAN, VALENTINIAN .,
and HoxoRrius, all professed Christianity. In this
they were surpassed by the last of the emperors who
reigned in this century—THEODOSIUS THE GREAT,
who exerted himself to extirpate Paganism in all
the provinces, and enacted severe laws against such
as adhered toit. His sons, Arcapius and Honor1us,
pursued the same course.

Anti-Christian Writers, &c.—HIERoCLES, the
great ornament of the Platonic school, wrote two
books against Christianity, comparing Jesus to
Apollonius Tyanzus. After the time of Constantine
Himerivs and Lipanus, in their public speeches,
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and Eunarius, in his ¢ Lives of the Phiiosophers,”
defamed the Christian religion. AmmiaNus Mar-
cELLINUS, THEeEMisTius, CHaLcipius, and other
sophists weakened the Christian cause by affirm-
ing that Christianity and Paganism, when pro-
perly understood, agreed perfectly well in the main
points, and that therefore neither were to be treated
with contempt.

Missionary Efforts.—GRrecGory, the son of Anax,
converted Tiridates, king of Armenia, and nearly all
his nobility. Gregory was consequently consecrated
Bishop of Armenia by Leontius, Bishop of Cappa-
docia, and eventually the whole province was con-
verted. FrumeENTIUS made known the Gospel 1n
Ethiopia, and was consecrated Bishop of the Ethio-
pians by Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria.

In Georgia the Gospel was introduced by means
of a Christian slave-woman, whose piety and mira-
culous powers made such an impression upon the
king and queen that they abandoned idolatry, and
sent for missionaries to Constantinople.

The Goths were allowed by Valens to inhabit Dacia,
Masia, and Thrace, on condition that they should
conform to the Roman laws and embrace Chris-
tianity.” This was accepted by Fritigern their king.
Their celebrated bishop, ULPHILAS, Invented a set
of letters for their peculiar use, and translated the
Scriptures into the Gothic.

MarTIN, Bishop of Tours, in his voyages among
the Gauls, converted many of those who still adhered
to the rites of Paganism, destroyed their temples,
and pulled out the statues of the gods. For his
distinguished services the honourable title of
“ Apostle of the Gauls " has been conferred upon him.

Persecutions from Without.— ATHaNARIC,
king of the Goths, persecuted that part of the Gothic
‘nation which had received Christianity, Saror II.,
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King of Persia, inflicted great cruelties upon the
followers of Jesus between 330 and 370; having
been persuaded that the Christians were devoted to
the interests of the Roman empire.

Causes of Christian Prosperity during this
century :—

(1.) The victories of Constantine tihe Great and his
ancestors, and the fear of punishment,

(2.) The zeal of the bishops and othevs. -
(3:) The sanctity of the Christian life.

(4.) Translations, &c., of the sacved Scviptures,

(5-) The beauty of the Chyistian yeligion. o

II—INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Learning and Philosophy.—From the time 6f
Constantine, the Christians applied themselves dili-
gently to the study of philosophy and the liberal
arts, in which they were encouraged by the
emperors, who left no means unemployed to main-
tain a spirit of literary emulation. Schools were
established, libraries erected, learned men were
honoured. But an acquaintance with the sciences
was by no means become universal in the Church.
The greater part of the bishops and presbyters were
men entirely destitute of all learning and education.
There was also an illiterate and savage party, who
looked upon all sorts of erudition as pernicious to
true piety. Such were the ascetics, monks, hermits,
and religious wemen.

Church Government.—Constantine did not alter
the form of Church government, but merely cor-
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rected it in some particulars. He constituted him-
self Supreme Head of the Church. The people con-
tinued to choose their bishops and teachers, and
their'suffrages were duly regarded by the bishops in
ecclesiastical management. The provincial bishops
assembled in council to deliberate on ecclesiastical
matters of a whole province, religious controversies,
divine service, &c. Ecumenical Councils were after-
wards added. They consisted of delegates from all
the Christian churches in the world, and were esta-
blished by the authority of the emperor, who
assembled the first at Nice in 325. In religious
quarrels the weaker generally fled to the court for
protection, and thereby furnished the emperors with
favourable opportunities of setting limits to the
power of bishops, infringing the liberties of the
people, &c. After the reign of Constantine the
bishops themselves began to change the ancient
government of the Church by excluding the people
from all share in the administration of ecclesiastical
affairs, and divesting the presbyters of their ancient
privileges, ‘

Constantine’s changes in.the form of the Roman
government, introduced among the bishops new
degrees of rank. The Bishop of Constantinople,
when the seat of government was removed thither,
was advanced to an equality with the bishops of
Rome, Antioch, and Alexandria, and these four
answered to the four pratovian prafors created by
Constantine, and were distinguished by the title of
Patriarchs. The Exarchs = the Roman Exarchs, &c.
The Episcopal orders were thus :—

(1.) The Patriarchates of Rome, Anticch, Alexandric,
and Constantinople.

(2.) The Exarchs, inspecting several provinces.
(3-) The Metropolitans, governing one provincc.
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(4.) The Archbishops, governing several districts.
(5.) The Bishops, with limited jurisdiction.

(6.) The Chorepiscopi, superintendants of the
country churches.

Constantine divided the ecclesiastical administra-
tion into (1) external, and (2) internal. The former he
assumed to himself; the latter—relating to religious
controversies, forms of worship, offices of the priests,
clerical vices, &c.—he left to the bishops. The
emperor called councils, presided at them, appointed
judges of reiigious controversies, and terminated
diflerences between bishops and people, &c. The
Bishop of Rome was distinguished by a kind of pre-
eminence over his brethren. He surpassed them in
revenue, possessions, ministers, and pomp, and
hence the see became a seducing object of ecclesias-
tical ambition. When elections by the suffrages of
presbyters and people took place, the city of IRome
was often agitated with tumults and dissensions.
For example, in 366, on the death of Liberius,
Bishop of Rome, one party favoured ~Damasus,
another Ursicinus, a deacon of the church, as his
successor. Fearful massacres took place—a sort of
civil war was carried on—and ended in the election
of Damasus. DBut, during this century, the Bishop
of Rome, notwithstanding his pomp and splendour,
did not attain to pre-eminent jurisdiction. Like
other prelates he was subject to the imperial laws
and edicts, and no other bishop acknowledged his
supremacy. Yet, even now, steps were laid Dby
which he afterwards attained to the summit of
despotism. The Council of Sardis, 347, 1n its 4th
Canon, seems to have sanctioned appeals to the
Roman see.

The removal of the seat of government to Constan-
tinople, and the consequent exaltation of the bishop of
that city, raised - up a powerful rival to Rome. In
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a council held at Constantinople, 331, by the authority of
Theodosius the Great, this see was placed second in
order of rank to that of Rome, and above those of
Alexandria and Antioch. ChrvsosToM afterwards
extended its privileges, and subjected all Thrace,
Asia, and Pontus. These changes created most
disagreeable effects. The bishops of Alexandria set
themselves against those of Constantinople, and
both of these disputed with the Bishop of Rome.
The additions made by the emperors to the privi-
leges, wealth, and honours of the clergy were
followed by a proportionate augmentation of vice
and luxury. The bishops were constantly contend-
ing for extension of jurisdiction; and they trampled
upon popular rights, violated the privileges of the
inferior clergy, -and imitated the arrogance and
luxury of magistrates and princes. Their example
‘was followed by the presbyters and deacons. - Those
who filled the most important stations now assumed
the dignities of Arch-presbyter and Arch-deacon.

Ecclesiastical Writers.—(1.) Greek. Eusesius,
Bishop of Caesarea, in Palestine, a man of immense
reading ; ATHANASIUS, Bishop of Alexandria, famous
for his vigorous opposition to Arianism; BasiL THE
GREAT, Bishop of Casarea, noted for his rich and
flowing eloquence; Cvyrir, Bishop of Jerusalem,
accused by many of intimate -connection with the
Semi-Arians; (JOHN CHrysosToM, Bishop of Con-
stantinople, of extraordinary eloquence and noble
genius; GREGorRY Nazianzen, GREGORY oF Nvssa,
&c.—(2.) Latin. HiLary, Bishop of Poictiers, acquired
a name by “‘Twelve Books concerning the Trinity;”
LacTanTius, the most eloquent of the Latin writers
in this century, exposed the Pagan superstitions in
his *“ Divine Institutions;’ AwmpBrosg, DBishop ot
Milan; JeroMEg, a monk of Palestine, did immense
service to the Church by his learned and zealous
labours; AvucusTin, Bishop of Hippo in Africa,
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whose fame filled the whole Christian world ; OpTaATUS,
Bishop of Milevi, acquired much repttation by his
“ Stx Books against the Donatists ;"' &¢., &,

Church Doctrine~—An enormous train ot
different superstitions were gradually substituted in
the place of true religion and piety. A ridiculous
precipitation in receiving new opinions, a desire of
imitating Pagan rites, and an idle propensity to a
gaudy and ostentatious religion, all contributed to
establish the reign of superstition upon the ruins of
Christianity. Pilgrimages were undertaken to Pales-
tine and to tombs of martyrs. Relics were bought
and sold as preventatives of the violence of evil
spirits. Pagan processions were adopted into the
Christian worship. The veneration formerly paid to
heathen temples was now attributed to Christian
churches; water was consecrated by certain forms
of prayer; and #mages of lholy men were placed in
sacred edifices. . S

These unhappy effects opened the door to endless
impositions—rumours of miraclesto be seen in certain -
places, &c.

‘Translations of the Scriptures.—Few suc-
ceeded inthe arduous attempt ; but thatof JeroME, in
Latin, was distinguished by its undoubted supe-
riority. He also employed much pains on the Greek
Septuagint.

Interpretation of the truths of the Gospel.—
Origen was the great model whom the most eminent
of the Christian doctors followed in their explica-
tions, which were, of consequence, according to the
rules of the Platonic Philosophy, corrected and
:modificd for the instfuction of youth. AUGUSTINE
and GreGory NaziaNzeN may be considered as the
parents and supporters of the Scholastic Theology,
The order of fanatics, who preferred still contempla-
tion to learning, became now more numerous ; new
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methods ‘of controversy were introduced ; and the
truth of doctrines was now proved by the number oi

. martyrs who had professed them, by miracles, and
by the confessions of persons afflicted with evil
spirits.

The double doctvine of morals, invented in the last
century, gained much ground in this. No sconer
were the laws and instructions of the pretended
Dionysius the Areopagite, handed among the Greeks
and Syrians, and particularly among the solitaries
and monks, than a gloomy cloud of religious dark-.
ness began to spread itself. A prodigious number
of monks and sequestered virgins over-ran the whole
Christian world with an amazing rapidity. ANToNY
was the first who formed them into a regular body,
and prescribed fixed rules of conduct. His disciple,
HivLarioN, introduced them into Palestine and Syria.
The monastic order was instituted in Mesopotamia
byAones, EuceNius, Gabpanas,and Azyzus; and in
a short time the whole east was filled by a most lazy
set of mortals. From the east this institution passed
into the west—into Itaiy. "St. MarTIN, of Tours,
erected the first monasteriesin Gaul, and his funeral
1s said to have been attended by no less than two
thousand monks. It should however be observed,
that there wasa great difference in point of austerity
between the western and oriental monks, the former
of whom could never be brought to bear the severe
rules to which the latter submitted.

The Monastic Order was distributed into
.several classes. It was first divided into two dis-
tinct orders—

1. Cenobites, who lived together in a fixed habi-
tation, under a Father or Abbot.

2. Eremites, who drew out a wretched life in
perfect solitude, scattered -here and there in
decerts, caves &ec.
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Two more divisions were afterwards added ; the

3. Anachorites,who shunned the society of mortals,
had no houses or tents, or fixed abodes,
lived on roots and herbs, and reposed where-
ever night happened to find them.

4. Sarabaites, who travelled through cities and
provinces, gaining maintenance by the sale of
relics, and by fictitious miracles, &c. They
were profligates of the most abandoned kind

All these orders were at first composed of laymen,
but many of them were now adopted among the
clergy, and bishops were frequently chosen out of
them.

Two monstrous errors- were almost universally
adopted in this century, and became a source of
innumerable calamities and mischiefs in the succeed-
ing agés :— '

(1.) That it was an act of virtue to deceive and lie, when
by that means the intevests of the Church might
be promoted.

(2.) Ewrors in veligion, when maintained and adheved to
after proper admonition, weve punishable with civil
penalties and corpoveal tortuves.

The former had already produced ridiculous fables,
fictitious prodigies, and pious frauds, to the great
detriment of the Gospel. Even the greatest men
were tainted with the infection of this corrupt prin-
ciple,—as Auwbrose, Hilary, Augustine, Gregory,
and Jerome. Following the worldly examples of the
bishops and clergy of the period, the number of un-
worthy Christians began so to increase, that examplcs
of real piety and virtue became extremely rare.

Religious controversies among Christians
were frequent in this century. About 306, arose the
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famous Meletian Controversy. MeLeTius, Bishop of
Lycopolus, in Upper Egypt, was deposed by PeTek,
Bishop of Alexandria, for excessive severity against
the Lapsed. Meletius treated the sentence with the
utmost contempt, and not only continued to exercise
his episcopal functions, but assumed the right to
ordain presbyters, a privilege, which by the laws of-
Egypt,.only belonged to the Bishop of Alexandria.
Many tcok part with the deposed prelate. At the
Council of Nice several attempts were made to heal
the breach ; but the Meletians joined themselves to
the Arians, Peter’s irreconcilable enemies.

EusraTHius set up a fanatical system of practical
discipline, destructive of the welfare of society, and
was condemned and excommunicated by the Council
of Gangra. He was the occasion of great disorders
in Armenia, Pontus, and the neighbouring districts.
He prohibited marriage, wine, flesh, feasts of charity,
&c., prescribed immediate divorce to those who were
married, and granted to children and servants the.
liberty to disobey their parents and masters upon
pretexts of a religious nature.

Lucirer, Bishop of Cagliari, in Sardinia, was:
banished by the Emperor Constantius, for having
defended the Nicene doctrine concerning the three
persons in the Trinity. In 363 lie broke with
Evusesius, Bishop of Verceil, because the latter had
consecrated Paulinus Bishop of Antioch; and
shortly afterwards entirely separated himself from the-
body of the Church, on account of the act of absolution
it had passed in favour of those who, under Constan-
tius, had deserted to the Arians. The small sect of
LuciFerians are also said to have entertained
erroneous opinions respecting the soul, maintaining
that it was of a carnal nature, and transfused from
the parents to their children.

ZEr1us, a presbyter-monk and semi-Arian, excited
divisions in Armenia, Pontus, and Cappadocia. One
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of the principal tenets of his sect was that bishops
were not distinguished from presbyters by any divine
right, but that their offices and authority were
absolutely the same. He also condemned prayers
for the dead, stated fasts, the celebration of Easter,
&c. ; and his great purpose seems to have been that
of reducing Christianity to its primitive simplicity.

Among those who, in their efforts to stem super-
stition, were exposed to infamy and reproach, was
Jovinian, an ltalian monk, who taught at Rome
and Milan that those who espoused celibacy, mortifi-
cation, and fastings were in no respect more accept-
able in God’ssight than those who lived in accordance
with the rules of virtue and piety laid down by Christ.
His opinions were condemned by the Church of
Rome and the Council ¢f Milan (A.D. 390), over which
Ambrose presided. Jovinian was banished to the
island of Boa by the Emperor Honorius. His werks
were abusively crniticised in the following century by
Jerome.

The most celebrated religious controversy of the
century was that relating to Origen. The Arians
affirmed that this great man had adopted their
opinions. On the other hand, Eusebius, Bishop of
Casarea, in his Apology for Owigen, vindicated the
honour of his master from these injurious insinua-
tions. Sevcral other cminent writers followed his
example. The monks in general, and especially
those of Egypt, were enthusiastically devoted to
QOrigen, and spared no labour to propagate his
opivions in every direction. Hence arose the great
controversy. JouN, Bishop of Jerusalem, defended
Origen against EpipuaN1Us and JEROME, and drew to
his party the whole monastic body, and many others.
The contest was carried on both in the eastern and
western provinces. RUFINUs, a presbyter of Aqui-
leia, translated several of Origen's works iuto
Latin, and testified his acceptance of the views con-
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taimed therein. In the east, TuiropHILUS, Bishop of
Alexandria, represented the Njfrian monks as infected
with Origenism, and ordered them to give up and
abandon all the productions of Origen. They refused,
and the bishop called a Council at Alexandria (a.D. 399),
which condemned the followers of Origen, and drove
the monks from their residence on Mount Nitria.
They fled to.Jerusalem, and from thence to Scytho-
polis.

Rites and Ceremonies.—The ancient rites of
the Greeks and Romans were now adopted, with
some slight alterations, in the Christian Church. A
pompous ritual, gorgeous robes, miitres, tiaras, wax-
Bapers, crosiers, processions, lustratious, tmages, gold and
silver vases, &c., were equally to be seen in the heathen
temples and the Christian churches. The Churches
also resembled the former in external and internal
form. Some (Martyria) were built over the tombs
of martyrs, and frequented only at stated times.
Others (Tstuli) were set apart for ordinary worship.
They were consecrated with pompous forms borrowed
from the laws' of the heathen Roman pontiffs. It
was looked upon as an essential part of religion to
have a multiplicity of churches in every country,
and with a view.to encourage the opulent to erect
places of worship, the right of patronage, or the
privilege of appointing the officiating ministers, was
vested 1n them.

Christian worship consisted in Aymns, prayers, the
veading of the Scriptures, discouvses addressed to the
people, and concluded with the celebration of the
Euchavist. Every bishop exercised his own private
judgment as to the method of divine. service he
thought the wisest and best. Hence the variety of
liturgies in use before the assumption of supreme
power by the Bishop of Rome. The Psalins of David
were now included in the public hymns. The
sermons were composed according to the rules of
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human eloquence, to excite the admiration rather tham
the heart, Hearers were permitted, and even ex-
horted, to crown the preacher’s talents by clapping
of hands and loud acclamations of applause.

The festivals celebrated in most of the Churches
were five in number :—the Birth, Death, Resurvection,
and Ascension of the Saviour, and the Efusion of the
Holy Ghost upon the Apostles. That of the Resurrec-
tion was kept for fourteen days. The Eastern-
Churches celebrated Christ's birth and. baptism on
January 6th, and called that day Epiphany. Those
of the west celebrated His birth on December 25th.

The festivals were now multiplied in the most
extravagant manner, and the days so set apart were
squandered away in indolence, voluptuousness, and
crime.

Fasting was now established by express laws as
an indispensable duty. The Quadragesimal, or Lent
Fast, was held more sacred than all the rest, though
not yet confined to a fixed number of days. Fasting
was at this time, and in most cases, merely absti-
nence from flesh and wine. ’

Baptismal fouts were erected in the porch of each
church. The rite of Baptism was administered during
the vigils of Easter and Whitsuntide with lighted
tapers, by the bishop and specially appointed
presbyters. In some places salt was employed as a
symbol of purity and wisdom, and was thrown into-
the mouth of the person baptised. A double unction
was everywhere used in the celebration of this
ordinance,—one preceding its administration, the
other following it. The newly baptised were obliged
to go clothed in white garments for seven days.

The institution of catechumenssuffered no variation.
in this century. The Eucharist scems to have been:
celebrated in some places two or three times a week,
in others on Sundays only—to al/ who were assembled
for worship. It was sometimes celebrated at the:
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tombs of martyrs and at funerals, hence the origin
ot Masses, that were afterwards performed in honour
of the saints, and for the benefit of the dcad. In
many places the elcments were held up to view belore
their distribution, and contemplated with a certain
religious aspect—hence the derivation of the
Worship of the Symbols. Neither catechumens,
penitents, northose supposed to be under the influence
of evil spirits were admitted to this holy ordinance.

Heresies and Schisms.—Many of the sects which
had disturbed the Christian world during the previous
century, remained in this, particularly in the cast.
The Manichean faction surpassed all the rest in its
influence and progress. 7o avoid the severity of the
laws, the Manicheans concealed themselves under a
variety ot names, which they adopted successively,
and changed when found inconvenient :— Encratites,
Apotactics, Saccophori, Hydroparastates, Solitaries,
&c. A new aund formidable taction started up in
Africa, which aflected most grievously both church
and state for more than a century. MENSURIUS,
Bishop of Carthage, died in 311, and the majority of
the .clergy and "laity chose as his successor,
Cx&ciLiaNUs, who, without wailing for the assembly
of the Numidian bishops, was cénsecrated by those ot
Africa alone. The former were much offended,
assembled at Carthage, and summoned the newly-
elected prelate to appear before them. Borrus and
CeLEs1US, with other unsuccessful candidates for the
appointment, greatly augmented the flame against
CzciLianus, and LucitLa, a rich lady who had been
reprimanded by him for her superstitious practices,
distributed a large sum of money among his enemies
to encourage them in their opposition. Cacilianus
was condemned by a council of seventy of his epis-
copal bréthren, at the head of whom was Secuxbpus,
Bishop of Tigisis, and his deacon, MajoriNuUs, was
elected in lis stead. By this meansthe Carthaginian

G
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Church was divided into two factions. It was alleged
that the consecration of Cacilianus was void, inas-
much as FELix oF ApTuxgus, wlio was chief of the
consecrating bishops, was a #raditor. A second
rcason assigned by the Numidiaus for their opposition
was Crecilianus' former harshness and cruclty to the
Christians who suffered under Diocletian, and his
haughty refusal to obey their summons when called
upon to appear before them. They received the
name of Donatists (from Donatus, Bishop of Case
Nigre, a vehement opposer of Cecilianus).

The controversy spread far and wide, until at
length Constantine the Great commissioned
MeLcHiaDES, Bishop of Rome, with three prelates
from Gaul, to enquire into the matter (A.D. 313).
Cacilianus was acquitted, but the matter of Felix of
Aptungus was allowed to stand over until the
following year, when it was examined separately by
A L1aN, proconsul of Africa, by whose decision Felix
was absolved.

To remove the complaiuts of the Donatists, the
emperor assembled a council at 4#les (a.D. 314), com-
posed of bishops from Britain, Italy, Gaul, Germany,
and Spain. Here again the case was decided against
the Donatists, who appealed to the immediate judg-
ment of Constantine. The emperor summoned both
parties before himat M:an (a.D. 316), and, after a
third trial, upheld the decisions of the precedlncr
councils. The Donatists now loaded the emperor
with reproaches, and accused him of partiality; and
he thereupon indignantly deprived them of their
churches in Africa, and banished their bishops.
Some are stated to have been put to death on
account of the'rintolerable malignity. Violenttumults
in Africa were the consequence, and which gave rise
to a horrible confederacy of desperate ruffians, who
passed under the name of Circumcelliones. These
bands overran Africa, committing the most barbarous
acts of cruelty against the followers of Cecilianus.
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Constantine, having tried in every way to accommo-
date them, at length repealed the Jaws that had been
enacted against the Donatists, allowing the people
full Iiberty to adhere toeither party. Hisson Constans
sent Macarius and Paulus, with a view to engage in
a peace, but Donatus and bhis followers would not
listen to any terms. At the battle of DBagnia,
however, the Donatists were defeated ; Donatus was
‘banished, and these troubles, which had continued
for twelve years, were shortly afterwards brought to
a termination. Julian, on his accession, permitted
the exiled Donatists to return to their country ; but
this step renewed their vigour, and in a short time
the greatest part of the province of Africa espoused
their cause. Although several edicts were issued
against them, they were unmolested on account of
the fury of the Circumcelliones, and at the close of
the century this people had an immense number of
churches, served by no less than 400 bishops. A
violent division then arose among them, headed by
one MaxiMus, which contributed in no slight dezree
to diminish their power and lustre. Another cause
of their decline was the zealous opposition of
AvucusTiN, Bishop of Hippo, who attacked and
exposed them in the most powerful manner, and ani-
mated against them not only the whole province of
Africa, but also the imperial Court and thc entire
empire. The crime of the Donatists lay not in non-
conformity of doctrine or impiety ; for the former was
identical with that of the whole Christian community
and the latter charge cannot be attributed to the
greater part of them, who viewed the deeds of the Cir-
cumecellicnes with the utmost disgust. The following
are the points in which they erred : —

(1.) Their declavation that the partisans of Cecilianus
had fallen from the dignity and privileges of a
true Church and weve deprived of the gifts of the
Holy Ghost.
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(2.) Thewr assertion that all Churches who held cominiinion
with that of Afvica were corript ard polluted,
and thevefore to be avoided. ’

(3-) That the sanctity of theiv bishops gave theiv com-
munity alone & full vight to be called the trus,
pure, and holy Chuwrch.

(4.) Their uncharitableness towards members of Chuvches
which did not agree with them, re-baptism of -those
who joined, and ve-ovdination of ministers who
wished to entev thewr ministry.

A controversy concerning the doctrine of thrée
persons in the Trinity arose in Egypt (317), and
kindled deplorable divisions throughout the whole
Christianworld. Hitherto various opinions had been
held respecting this doctrine—the mwutual relation-
ship of the three persons—but without giving offence.
Now, in Egypt and the adjacent countries, the
opinion of Origen was followed—viz., that the Son
was 2 God, as reason was ¢ man; and that the
Holy Ghost was nothing more than the divine energy,
or active force. ALEXANDER, Bishop of Alexandria,
in a council of presbyters, freely expressed his senti-
ments on this head, maintaining that the Son was
not only of the same eminence and dignity, but also
of the same essence with the Father., He was op-
posed by Arius, one of the presbyters, who, running
into the opposite extreme, maintained that

(1.) The Son was totally and essentially distinct from the
Father, '

(2.) He was the first and noblest of those cveated beings
whom God the Father had created out of nothing ;
and the instrument by whose opevation the Al-
mighty Fathev formed the Untvevse, and thevefore
inferior to the Father both in nature and dsgnity.
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Arius speedily found a great number of followers
in Egypt and other provinces in the vicinity.
Alexander assembled two councils at Alexandria,
which accused Arius of impiety, and excommunicated
him. He then retired into Palestine,and there wrotc
letters to the most eminent doctors of the age, with
such success that vast numbers joined his party—
among them Eusesius, the distinguished Biskop of
Nicomedia. At length Constantine, having written
to the contending parties to put away the dispute,
assembled the famous Council of Nice (a.D. 323),
which condemned the doctrine of Arius, and declared
Christ to be consubstantial, or of the same substance
with the Father. Arius was banished among the
Illyrians, and his followers were compelled to assent
to the creed drawn up at the council. At the same
time the Easter controversy was terminated, the
Novatian troubles composed, the Meletian schism
condemned, and the jurisdiction of the bishops
determined. The Arians left no stone unturned to
recover their position and credit in the Church. A
few years later a certain Arian priest, recommended
to the Emperor Constantine by his dying sister,
CoNsTANTIA, persuaded him that the condemnation
of Arius was unjust and malicious. Arius was re-
called in 330, and his followers were permitted to
vex and oppress the partisans of the Nicean Council
in various ways, Athanasius, for refusing to restore
Arius to his former rank and oflice, was deposed by
the Council of Tyre (335) and banished. The people
of Alexandria, however, persisted in the refusal to
place the heretic among their presbyters, and the
emperor was obliged to order Alexander, Bishop of
Constantinople, to admit him to his comimunion.
But before this could be carried out Arius died in a
shocking manner—it is stated, by poison.

After the death of Constantine, his sons, Constan-
tine and Constans, rulers of the west, maintained the
Nicean decrees throughout their dominions, while



94 Analysis of Church History.

Constantius, who exercised supreme power in the
east, was warmly attached to the Arians. A serics
of animositics, plots, and seditions followed between
the centending parties, which only terminated at the
accession of Gratian, a friend to the Niceians. His
son, TuiEoDposIUs THE GREAT, raised the secular arm
against the Arians with a terrible degree of violence,
drove them from their churches, enacted laws
against them, and exposed them to the greatest
calamities,

The Arians were divided among themselves into
three classes :—

(1.) The Primitive Arians, who taught that the Son
was not begotten of the Father, but only created
out of nothing.

(2.) The Semi-Arians, who held that the Son was
opaovares—uiz., sumtlar to  the Father in
His essence, not by nature, but by a peculiar
privilege.

(3-) The Eunomians, who maintained that Christ
Was irepovsios o¥ avopotos—uiz., unlike the Father,
as well in His essence as in other vespects.

The Arian cause suffered as much from the discord
and animosity that existed among these sects as {from
the confutations and efforts of the orthodox party.

Among those who fell into the opposite extremes
when oppusing the Arian system was APOLLINARIS
the Younger, Bishop of L aodicea, who was carriec] S0
far as to deny, in some measure, Christ’s humanity.
He held

(1.) That Christ was endowed with a sensitive, and not
a rational soul, and

(2.) That the Divine Nature performed the functions of
reason, supplying the place of the mind. g
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(3.) That the Divine Nature in consequence was blended
with the human, and suffered with it.

Apollinaris was led astray by his altachment to
the Platonic doctrine concerning the twofold nature
of the soul. 1lis opinions were received by great
numbers in the east, but did not long maintain their
ground, being attacked at the same time by the laws
of the emperors, decrees of councils, and learned
writings.

MarceiLLus, Bishop of Ancyra in Galatia, con-
sidered the Holy Ghost and the Son as two emanations from
the Divine Nature, which, aftev performing theiv vespective
Sunctions, were to veturn agasu tothe substance of the Father.

His disciple, PHoTINUs, Bishop of Sirmium, may
be placed at the head of those whom the Arian con-
troversy seduced into extravagant errors. In 343,
he published a work on the Deity which was repug-
nant to both the Orthodox and Arian systems, and
maintained

(1.) That Fesus Christ was bovn of the Holy Ghost and
the Virgin Mary.

(2.) That a certain divine emanation ov ray (which he
called the Word ), descended uponthis extraordinary
man.

(3:) That, on account of the union of the Divine Word
with his human natuve, Fesus was called the Son
of God, nay God himself.

(4.) That the Holy Ghost was not a distinct person, bit
a celestial virtue procecding from the Diety.

His opinions were not only condemned by the
Orthodox: Councils of Antioch, Milan, and Sirmium,
but also by the Arians in 351. In consequence
Photinus was degraded from his episcopal dignity,
and died in exile a.p. 372,
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Macepon1us, Bishop of Constantinople, and emi-
nent Semi-Arian, who by the influence of the Eu-
nomians was deposed in 360, formed while in exile,
the sect of the Macedonians or Pneumatomachians. He
considered the Holy Ghost as a divine enevgy diffused
throughout the umiverse, and not as a person distinct from
the Father and the Son.

The Council of Constantinople (a.p. 381) put a stop
to this doctrine before it had arrived at maturity, and
tixed the teaching of three Persons in one God, as at
present received among most Christians, It also
advanced the Bishop of Constantinople to the first
rank in the patriarchate after the Bishop of Rome.

The ancient Gnosticism which had been so often
vanquished, and in appearance removed, broke out
again in Spain, where it had been transported by a
certain Mark, of Memphis in Egypt. Among its
most ardent defenders was PrisciLLIaN, a layman,
afterwards Bishop cf Abila. He was accused and
banished from Spain by the Emperor Gratian, but
was sometime afterwards restored to his country and
dignity.

In 384 he was again brought to trial, and was put
to death at Treves. His followers continued to
molest the Church until the sixth century. His
doctrines were very similar to those of Manes.

(1.) He denicd the veality of Chyist’s birth and incarnc-
tion, and maintained

(2.) That the visible world was not the production of the
supreme Deity, Lut of some demon.

(3.) He adopted the doctrine of Eons; considered
human bodies as the prisons to enslave
celestial minds ; condemned marriages ; and
did not believe in the vesurrection of the body. His
rule of life was rigid and austere.
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ARrDZEUS, an excommunicated Syrian who took a
leading part in censuring the corrupt lives of the
clergy, was banished into Scythla where he formed
a sect which flourished considerably among the
Goths, They differed from the orthodox Christians
by observing the Fewish Paschal Feast, ov Easter, and
attvibuting to the Deity-a human form.

THE MEssaLians or EucHITES, whose doctrine and
discipline existed even before the time of Christ in
Syria, Egypt, &c., do not appear to have been formed
into a religious body before the close of this century.
They seem to have derived their name from their
habit of continual prayer. They were a sort of
mystics, who imagined that

(r.) Two souls vesided in wman, the one good and the
other evil ;

(2.) The latter had for its vesident an evil demon, whom
it was impossible to expel except by coustant prayer
and singing of ‘hymus.

(3.) When this evil spivit was cast out, the puve mind
veturned to God, and was again united to the
Divine essence from whence it had be:n sepavated.

Two opposite sects involved Arabia, &c., in con-
troversy towards the close of the period—the AnTI-
DICOMARIANITES, who maintained that the Virgin Mary
did not always presevve hev immaculate state afrer the Lirth
of Clwist.

And the CoLLyriDIANS, Who worshipped the Virgin
Mavy as a goddess, and offered to her libations, oblations,
and sacvifices of cakes (Collyride), &c.
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RESUME FOR SELF-EXAMINATION.

FOURTH CENTURY.

External Events

Ministry and Church
Government.

Doctrine.

State of the Roman Empire.
Y’ersecutions. Edicts.

“ TRADITORS.”
Conversion of Constantine.
Edict of Milan.

Baptism of Constantine.

>aganism oppcsed

Julian, “the Apostate.”

Attempt of the Jews to te-
build their Temple at

Jerusalem.

Theodosian edicts against

Paganism.
Anti-Christian writers :—

Hierecles. etc.
Missionary efforts:—

Armenia.

Ethiopia.

Georgia, Gcths(Ulphllas),

Martin,
Persecutions from without.
Causes of prospe.ity.

Constantine ‘“ SUPREME
HeADOF THECHURCH."
Ecumenical Councils.
A.D. 325.Nice.
A D. 38x Constantino-

Assum tlon of power by
the bishops.

The Eplscopal orders ;—
1. PATRIARCHS.
2. ExARcHs.
3. METROPOLITANS.
4. ARCHBISHOPS.
5. Biswors.

6. CHOREPISCOPI.
Constantine's Ecclesias-
tical Administrations.
Pre-eminence of the Bi-

shop of Rome.
Lquality of the see of
Constantinople.
“ ARCHPHESBYTER.""
‘* ARCHDEACON."

Snperstitions introduced.
Pilgrimages.
Relics.
Processions.
Images.
Translations of Scriplures.
Interpretation modelled on
Origen's method.
The double doctrine of
morals,
Monasticism.
The Monastic orders :—
1. CENUBITES.
2. EREMITES.
3. ANACHORITES.
4. SARABAITES.
Two monstrous errors now
adopted.
Controversies ;—
1, The MELETIAN.
2. EusTATHIUS. “Lucl-
FER." /Enius.
JOVlNlAN
. CONCERNING ORIGEN.

Lucrature and Learning.
Christian Writers.

Rites ard Ceremonies.

Heresics and Schisms.

Diligence of Christians to
acquire knewledge.

Schools, Libraries, &c,

Ignorance of many of the
bishops.

Opposition to education and
philosopby.

Ecclesiastical writers:—
Eusebius, Bp.of Cesarea.
Athacasius, ,, Alexandria.

Basil, » Cmsarca.
Chysostom ,, Constanti-
nople.

Gregory Nazianzen.
Gregory of Nyssa.
Hilary, Bp. of Poictiels.
Lactantius.

Ambrose, Bp. of Milap.

JEROME.
Augustine, ,, Hippo.
Optatus, w Milevi,

Ancient Paganrites adop-
ted with slight modifi-
cations.

Mitres, tiaras,
crosiers, &c.

tapers,

“MARTYRIA" & “TrTULL”

Patronage.

Christian worship.

Variety of Liturgies,
cause of.

The Psalms of David.

Sermons, congregational
applause.

Festivals.

Observances of tbe anni-
versaryof Christ's birth
in the Eastern and
Western Churches.

Fasting—Lent Fast.

Baptismal Foats. Salt
employed at Baptism.

Catechumens.

Celebration of the Eu-
charist—at tombs of
martyrs, &c,

Elevation of the elements.

Manichean Sects:—
ENCRATITES.
APOTACTICS.
SACCOPHORI,
HYDROPARASTATES:
SoLITARIES, &cC.

THE DONATISTS.
CIRCUMCELLIONES.

Points on which the Donat-
ists erred

ARrius.

The Arius divided into
1. THE PRIMITIVES.

2. SEMI-ARIANS.
3. EuNOMIANS.

APOLLINARIS.

MARCELLUS.

PHoTINUS.

MAcCEDONIUS — PNEUMATO-
MACIIIANS

PRISCILLIAN.

ARDEUS.

MEssALIANS, or EUCHITES.

ANTIDICOMARIANITES.

COLLYRIDIANS,
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A |
Emperors of the West. I Emperossof theEast.|| Kingsof Italy. | GethicKingscfSpain.
AD/ A.D. A.D. A.D|
Died Died Died Died]
Honorius. 423 || Arcadius. 408 || Odoacer. 493 || Alaric. 411
Valentinjan, 455 | ThedosiusIl.| 4s0 || Theodoric. Ataulphus. 415
Maximus, 455 | Marcianus. | 457 Sigeric. 415
Avitus, 456 :| Leol. 474 ! Vallia. 420
Majoranus. 461 || Leo II, 474 * Theodoric. 451
Severus. 465 .| Zena. 491 « Thorismond. | a52
Anthemius. 472 ‘! Anastasius. ! Theodoric II. | 466
Olybrius. 472 . Euric. 434
Glycerius 474 alarie I
Julins Nepos 475
Romulus, 475
last Emperor.
Réngs of Fraxce. K"'gff:/ ;}:};ﬁ"duh Kingsof England.|| Bishopgs of Fome.
A.D. A.D. A.D. | A.D.
Died Died Died
Pharamiond, 420 || Genseric. 466 || Vortigern. Anastasins, 402
Clodion. 45t || Huneric. 434 || Saxon king- Innocent. 417
Meroveus, 456 ;| Gontamond. | 496 doms or Zosimus. 418
Childeric. 481 ;| Trasamond. Kent and Boniface I. 423
Clovis 1. Sussex. Celestine I. 432
. Sixtus II1, 440
LeotheGreat.| 461
Hilarius. 467
. Simplicius. 483
Felix III. 492
Gelasius. 406
AnastasinsII. | 48¢
Symmachusi.

I.—EXTERNAL. EVENTS.

Prosperity of the Church.— The Roman Empire
was now divided into two distinct sovereignties—the

west and east.

emperor of the east, dwelt at Constantinople.

Honorius, who ruled over the former,
had his residence at Ravenna; while Arcadius,

The

Goths, taking advantage of the indolence and luxury
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of Honorius, made incursions into Italy, and plun-
dered the city of Rome. In 476, Odoacer, King of
the Heruli, reduced all Italy under his dominion.
Sixteen years later ‘Theodoric, King of the Ostro-
goths, at the rcquest of Zeno, emperor of the east,
made war upon and conquered Odoacer in several
battles, obtaining for his nation a kingdom in Italy,
which lasted from 493 to 552. Tlese new morarchs
pretended to acknowledge the supremacy of the
Romans, but in reality ruled with an absolute in-
dependence 1 their respective kingdoms. Although
these constant wars were detrimental to the cause
of Christianity, it must be acknowledged that the
Christian emperors, especially those of the east, were
active 1n extirpating the ancient superstitions.
Theodosius 11. ordered the destruction of the heathen
temples, or dedicated them to Christ and the saints,
and removed from all appointments such as perse-
vered in their attachment to polytheism. In tle
west pagan rites were still observed with the utmost
freedom and publicity, but were brought from time
to time within narrower boundaries, until at length
they were were entirely abolished. -
Missionary efforts, &c.—The people of Mount Lebanon,
being infested with wild beasts, appealed for assist-
ance and advice to SIMEON THE STYLITE (see page 108),
who counselled them to embrace the Christian
religion. In the Isle of Crete a large number of Fews,
being deluded by an impostor named MosEs
CrETENSsIS, who gave himself out to be the Messiah,
embraced the Christian religion of their own accord.
It is uncertain at what time the Vandals, Sueves, and
Alans were converted. We areinformed by Socrates
that the Burgundians, who inhabited the banks of the
Rhine, and who passed into Gaul, accepted the
Gospel of their own accord, from a notion that the
God (Christ) of the Romans would 'defend. them
against the Huns. They afterwards sided with the
Arians. All these savage nations esteemed a religion



LExternal Events. 101

Century V.

excellent in proportion to thé number of victories
gained by its adherents, and thus concluded that the
Deity of the Romans was most worthy of worship.
Thus Crovis, King of the Salii, a nation of the
Franks, embraced Christianity. In 496 he implored
the zssistance of Christ against his encmies, the
Allemans, and vowed to worship Him as God if He
Tendered him the victory. The Franks were vic-
torious, and Clovis, with three thousand of his
followers, was baptised at Rheims by Rrmictus,
bishop of that city. (His queen, CLoTHILDA, daughter
of the King of Burgundy, had previously embraced
Christianity, and it is stated to have been the means
of converting Clovis.) His conversion has been
looked upon as the origin of the titles of ¢ Most
Chyistian King,” and “‘Eldest sen of the Church,” so long
attributed to the kings of France.

Celestine, the Roman Pontiff, sent Parrapius to
undertake missionary work in Ireland, but without
much success. After his death, Succatnus, a Scot,
‘whose name was changed into that of PaTrick,arrived
/in the island a.p. 432. Patrick was eminently success-
ful, and founded the Archbishopric of Armagh, which
has ever since remained the metropolitan see of the
Irish nation.

Causes of Missionary success.

(1.) The labours and zeal of great and cminent
men.

(2.) The fear of punishment. Prospect of honours
and advantages.

(3.) The desire to obtain succour against enemies,
from the countenaunce of the Christians, and
the miraculous influences of their religion.

_ Calamities of the Church.—When the Roman
Enipire was attacked by the Goths, Heruli, Franks,
Huns,and Vandals,who were strangers to Christianity
the Christians were the principal suflerers—the in-
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vaders being instigated by the pagans who yet
remained in the empire, treated the followers of
Christ with severity and violence. The pagans also
took occasion, from the calamities of the empire, to
renew the complaint of their ancestors against the
tcligion of Jesus as the source of these complicated
woes. This feeble objection was ably refuted by
Augustine in his “City of God,”” and by Orosius,
Among the Gauls the calamities of the times led
many to reject the belief of a superintending Provi-
dence, and to exclude the Deity from the government
of the universe., Against these #ufidels Salvian wrote
his book *“ Concerning the Divine Government,' In Ganl
the Goths and Vandals committed shocking
barbarities against the Christians., In Britain the
Saxons defeated the natives, and almost annihilated
the British Church. In Persia the Christian Churches
were levelled with the ground on account of the
refusal of Aspas, Bishop of Suza, to rebuild the
Pyraum, a temple dedicated to fire, which he had
pulled down. In 421 the Persian Christians were
treated in a yet more barbarous maunner by the
king, VararenNes. This persecution lasted until
427. The Fews, who in many parts of the east
enjoyed great favour and credit, were no less op-
pressive to Christians. GaMaLIEL, the Jewish
patriarch, treated them with such rigour and
violence that his power and authority were restrained
Ly an express edict of Theodosius 11., a.p. 415. Few
works directed against Christianity were written 1n
this century.

1I. INTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Literature and Learning.--The state of the
period was unfavourable to the spread of learning and
philosophy, though public schools were erected at
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Constantinople, IRome, Mayseilles, Edessa, Nisibia, Carthage,
Lyons, Treves, &¢. The barbarous invaders of the
cmpire beheld the arts and sciences with the ut-
most contempt, and ignorance and darkness cvery-
where followed their steps. The sacerdotal and
monastic orders graduallylost all taste for solid learn-
ing, and though 1n their schools they professed to in-
struct youth in the “ Seven liberal arls,” their precepts
were more adapted to load and perplex the memory
than to improve and strengthen the undersianding.
Towards the conclusion of the century the sciences
were almost entirely extinguished.

Among the Greeks and Orientals the fate of learn-
ing was less deplorable. 'We find among them more
learned writers than in other countries. Berytus
was famous for its law academy, Alexandria for its
schoolsof medicine; and eloquence, poetry,philosophy
&c., were taught in almost all the public schools.
Ovrymrioporus, HERo, and other philosophers added
a lustre to the Alexandrian school ; THEOPHRASTUS,
PruTarcH, and SyRriaN to that of Athens, where the
renowned ProcLus gave new life to the Platonic
philosophy, and restored it to its former credit in
Greece. It was however as speedily diminished by
the operation of the imperial edicts and the progress of
the Christian religion. The doctrine of Aristotle made
two great strides in this century, and forced its way
into the- Christian Church.—(1.) Learned men imi-
tated the Platonic philosophers; who interpreted his
works in their schools; and (2.) when Origen, who
was warmly attached to the Platonic system, was
publicly condemned, his followers at once adopted
the philosophy of Aristotle.

Church Government and the Ministry.—In
spite of the most vigorous effcrts of the Roman pon-
tiff, the Bishops of Constantinople accumulated
honoursand rank. Encouraged by theiradvancement
in the last century, these prelates now included the
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provinces of Asia, Thrace, and Pontus under their
jurisdiction. The whole eastern part of Illyricum
was afterwards added. The Council of Chalcedon,
A.D. 451, decided that the same rights and honours
which had been conferred upon the Roman see were
due to that of Constantinople, and confirmed the
usurped jurisdiction of the latter. The decisions of
this council were upheld by the emperors, and, in
consequence, the bishops of Constantinople began to
contend for supremacy with the Roman Pontiff, and
to exercise superiority over those of Alexandria and
Antioch. Euncouraged by Theodosius II., JuveNat,
the Bishop of ]elusalem about this time “assumed
the title of ¢ Patriarch of all Palestine,” invaded the
rights of the Bishop ot Antioch, and usurped the
jurisdiction over Arabia and Plicenicia. A warm
contest between Juvenal and Maximus, Bishop of
Antioch, was terninated at the Council of Chalcedon,
when the usurped jurisdiction was restored to Maxi-
mus, and Juvenai was confirmed in the high rank he
had assumed.

There were now five patr/archates—Rome. Con-
stantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem.
The patriarch of Constantinople soon ‘reduced those
of Alexandria and Antioch, who, placing themselves
under the protection of Rome, gave that pontiff new
degrees of influence and authority. And when the
inferior bishops used the same method when harassed
by any of the patriarchs, this power was still more
considerably augmented, and the dominion of Rome
was extended in the east. In the west the declining
powers of the emperors left him at perfect liberty to
do as he pleased ; and the savage invaders, perceiv-
ing the respect paid to him, reconciled him to their
interests by loading him with honours and privileges.

The patriarchs were distinguished by considera-
ble privileges:—
(1.) They alone consecrated the bishops.
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(2.) They assembled an annual -council of their
clergy to regulate the affairs of the church.

(3.) All important causes, and the determination
of the more weighty controversies, were re-
ferred to them.

(4.) They décided accusations against Bishops,
and - '

(5.) Appointed Vicars, or deputies for the preser-
vation of order and peace in the remoter
provinces.

Several districts, both in the eastern and western
empires, were exempt from their jurisdiction.

“I'hey now began to encroach upon the rights of
their bishops, and graduaily introduced a kind of
spiritual bondage into the Church. They also
fomented divisions between the bishops and inferior
clergy, and sowed discord between the latter and the
people, in order to strengthen their own authority.
They engaged in their cause whole swarms of monks
who served as intestine enemies to the bishops.
These hirelings contributed more than anything elsé
to ruin the ancient ecclesiastical ‘discipline, and to
raise the influence and power of their patriarchal
employers. The vices of the clergy were carried to
enormous lengths. The bishops left the care of their
dioceses to delegates, and instituted courts of audience,
after the manner of princes. St. Martin of Tours
was so audacious as to maintain that the emperor
was inferior in dignity to a presbyter! Multitudes
of all kinds of persons were admitted, without
examination or choice, into the body of the clergy;
and most of them had no fixed cures, but wandered
from place to place, imposing upon the people. :

‘The passion for erecting edifices and convents;
in ‘'which monks and holy virgins might serve God;
was at this time carried beyond all bcunds: The
monastic orders did not all follow the same rule of

H
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discipline.” Some followed that of Augustine, others
Basil, others Anthony, Athanasius, or Pachomius.
Their licentiousness became a proverb.

Ecclesiastical Writers. — 1. Greek. — CyriL,
Bishop of Jerusalem, and THEoDORET. Bishop of
Cyprus, eminent for their acquaintance with all the
branches of sacred erudition; TueopuiLUS,; Bishcp
of Antioch, famed for his opposition to Origenism ;
Pavrvapius, atthor of a ¢ Life of Chrysostom ;” THEO-
bORE oF MoOPSUESTIA, one of the most learned men
of his time. 2.—[atin.—LEo THE.GREAT, Bishop of
Rome, stands at the head of Latin writers of this
¢entury ;- Oros1Us, who wrote against the pagarns,
Priscillians, and Pelagians; EucHgrius, of Lyons;
famous as a moral. writer; PEeTER, Bishop - of
Ravenna, whose eloquence obtained for him the title
of Chysologus ; ARNOBIUS THE' YouNGER, who ‘wrote’
a % Commentary on the Book of Psalms;” and VINCENT,
of Lerius, who gained reputation by his “Commoni-
torium,” a treatise against the sects, ‘

. Church doctrine.—Many points of religion were
more largely explained, and most of its dectrines
determined with more accuracy: than they had been
in the preceding ages, owing to the numerous con-
troversies that agitated the Christian world. But
the simplicity of primitive times appeared little less
than ignorance to the doctors of this quibbling age,.
who, instead of leading men into the paths of humble
life and real piety, bewildered them, and darkened
the mysteries of religion by a thick cloud of subtilties,
terms, and distinctions. New matters of dispute,
constantly enkindling bigotry and passion, drew the
contending parties into dangerous extremes. Super-
stition increased ; prayers to the souls of depavied Chris-
tians; the worship of simages of the saints ; the efficacy
attributed to the bones of martyrs and the figure of the
Cross, in defeating the attempts of Satan, removing
calamities, &c.; the holy pilgrimages; multiplication
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-of temples, altars, and ‘zﬁcmtmt:al garmenis ; all showed
the corrupt- darkness that-was eclipsing the lustre
of primitive piety. The pagan doctrine concerning
the purification of depavied souls by means of fire was now
more amply. explained and confirmed “than it had
formerly been.: :

Ir_)tcrpretatlon of Scriptures.—The two most
famous expositors of the age were THEODORET and
THEODORE, Bishops of Cyprus and Mopsuestia, who
illusttated the greater part of the Holy Scripture.
_The majority of the commentators followed the
notions of Origen, and hunted for mysteries in the
-plainest precepts. Theodore not only censured them
1n ““A book conceyning allegory and history against Origen,"
"but also, in his “Commentary on the Prophets,”’ applied
the -most of their predictions to events in ancient
history. This manner of interpretation was very ill
réceived, and contributed more to raise the general
-cry against ‘him than all the erroneous doctrlnes
.with whlch he was charged.

‘The: Roman law wa$ imitated in the manner of
‘religious controversy. In the Roman courts diffcult
‘matters were decided by certain aged lawyers, dis-
-tinguished by their abilities and'experience. 1f they
‘differed in opinion, the point was determined by a
-plurality of voices. -This procedure was admitted
‘in Church councils as a standing law, to the great
-detriment of truth. Spurious productxons under the
:names of ancient Christian worthies, were thus en-
couraged, so that impostors might have authorities
‘in de ence of their opinions. The number of these
infamous cheats engaged Pore GELAsIUS to call to-
gether a Latin Council, which, after strict examina-
tion, deprived many of these apocryphal books of
their borrowed authorlly

- The Mystics’ drew everywhere to their party
_pafticularly in the eastern provinces, a vast number
oft‘he 10norant and 1ncon51derate multityde, by the
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striking appearance of their singular and austere
prety. These fanatics lived among and as the wild
beasts, running maked in the deserts with all the
agitations of madness and frenzy. Their food was
grass and wild herbs, and they either avoided the
sight and conversation of thewr fellow-men, or re-
mained motionless in certain places for years.. The
order of Stylites, or Sancti Columnavis (Pillar Saints),
stood motionless upon the tops of pillars, especially
erected for the purpose, amidst the applause of the
stupid populace. The founder was SiMeON,a Syrian
shepherd, who passed thivty-seven years upon five pillars of
six, twelve, twenty-two, thirty-six, and forty cubits high,
and thus acquired a shining veputation ! This nonsensical
practice continued in vogue in the east until the
twelfth century, when it was totally suppressed. In
the west 1t never succeeded, and an attempt by an
impostor named WouLriLalcUs, at Treves, was
promptly nipped in the bud, his pillar being ordered
to be pulled down.

The Mystic rules had a bad effect upon the moral
writers ancd teachers, who paid more regard in their
instructions to the external parts of religion than to
the formation of inward piety. Salvian and others
maintained that none could be accounted perfectly
holy but such as put away their riches, abstained
from matrimony, &c. Thus the fanatics, whose consti-
tutions and tempers were the best adapted to this kind
of life, were distinguished by public applause,
and saints started up like mushrooms.

A small number of Reformers set themselves in
opposmontothlsgrowmgfanatlmsm and endeavoured
to lead the multitude back to the practice of genuine
piety. DBut their efforts were ineffectual, and they
were soon reduced to silence. Among them was
ViciLanTius, a native of Gaul, and a presbyter in
Spain. After a voyage to Palestine and Egypt, this
remarkable man began to propagate doctrines quite
opposite to the manners and opinions of the‘times."
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(x.) He denied that any worship should be paid to the
Yombs or bones of martyrs ;

(2.) Censured pilgrimages.

(3.) Derided the reputed prodigies wyought in temples
consecvated to martyrs,

" (4.) Condemned the custom of performing vigils in them.

(5.) Asserted that the custom of burning tapers at the
tombs of martyrs by daylight, was borrowed from
ancient Pagan superstitions.

(6.) Maintained that prayers to departed sainls were void
 of all efficacy.

(7.) Threw contempt upon Monastic austerities, fastings,
celibacy of the clevgy, etc.

(8.) Affirmed that the conduct of those who distributed
their substance among the poor, endured voluntary
poverty, or semt part of their treasuves to
Ferusalem for devout purposes, had nothing in 1t
acceptable to God.

He was assailed by Jerome with such bitterness
and fury, that he soon found that nothing but his
silence would save his life. His name 1s still retained
in the list of heretics !

The: Origen Controversy was now renewed at
Constantinople, where the Nitrian Monks, driven
from Egypt, had taken refuge. ChrysosTowm, for his
kindness to the fugitives, incurred the resentment of
TueorpuiLUs, Bishop of Alexandria, who, in concert
with Eupoxia, wife of the Emperor Arcadius, assem-
bled a council at Chalcedon, a.p. 403. Chrysostom
was declared unworthy of his high rank in the church,
and banished. The people of Constantinople, who
were much attached to their bishop, raised a tumult,
and prevented the execution of the sentence. Intle
following .year, however, his enemies were more
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successful, and Chrysostom died in exile at Cucusis,
a city of Cilicia.

His exile was followed by a terrlble outbreak of
the Johannists (Chrysostom’s followers). After ‘his
déath, the Nitrian monks were restored'to the favour
of Theophllus but the faction of the Origenists still
continued to flourish in Egypt, Syria, &c. v havmrr
thelr chief residence at _]erusalevn. '

Rites and Ceremomes —The Church groaned
under an enormous-burden of ceremonies; Divine
worship rose daily from_one. degree of .pomp. to
another. The sacerdotal‘ garments were embellished
with a variety of ornaments, with a view tfo excite
greater venerdtion: for thé SaCred order. New: atts
cf devotion were also::celebrated. --In Gaul the
Ascension was now .especially commemorated In

other places perpetual praise ‘to God was perfoxmed
both night and day by successive: ‘choirs, sg that the
service suffered no mterruptlon ~ Churches were
adorned with costly fmages,”among ‘which, in conse-
quence of the Nestorian Codntroversy,. that of the
Virgin Mary, holding the chiid .Fesus in her arms,
obrained the pr1nc1pal place~ -The altars, and chésts
for the sacred vessels and relics,. were in most places
made of solid silver.” The Agapz, or feasts of charity,
were now suppressed on account of the abuses to
which they gave occasion. * A new method of dealing
with Penitents was introduced into the Western
Church. Grievous offenders were no longer obliged
to confess their sins in public; and they. obtained
from Leo the Great a dispensatipn 7] confess pwvately,
aKd loa spec'ally appomt&d prwst ’

- Heresy and Schlsm —The Cathollc blshops ef
Afnca, led by Augustine, exerted themselves with
the utmost vigour to destroy the [Donatist sect;not
only as. troublesome to the: ‘church, but also. asia
nuisance to the state by the brutal Lands employed
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in its cause. The Emperor Honorius, A.D. 404,
imposed a fine upon all ‘the Donatists who refused:
to return into the bosom of the Church; and in the
following year severe Acts of Uniformity were
published against them. In a.D. 407, certain persons
were‘appointed to execute these edicts with vigour
and impartiality. In 409, thesame emperor published
a law in favour of liberty of conscience, and
prohibited- all compulsion in religious matters. It
was, however, soon abrogated, at the earnest
solicitations of the bishops; and in 410,MARCELLINUS
the tribune was sent’into Africa with full power to
Dbringthis tedious contest to a close. - Marcellinus, at
the Council of Carthage, 41z (when.286 Orthodox, and
279 Donatist bishops were present) pronounced sen-
tence in favourof the Catholics. The latter thereupon
appealed to the emperor, but without effect. . The
:Donatists were now greatly weakened, apd. the
-majority of .them refurned into communion with the
‘Church, while those wlro obstinately refused to do so
were puni.shed by fines, banishmernt, confiscation of
goods, and, in some cases, .death. Meanwhile the
.*Circumeelliones were more violent than ever. Though
theDonatists recovered liberty and tranquillity under
the” Vandals, they never: arrlved at "their former
_strength and lustre. :

“The.Arians took refuge w1t11 the savage natlons
.who'were invading the western empire—the Goths,
Suevi, &c —and treated the Catholics who adhered
to.the Nicean doctrines with the same violence that
‘they had experienced. 'The Vandals surpassed all
-others in barbarity and 1njustice ‘to the Catholics,
quoting the example .of the emperors against the
Donatists, Arians, &c. A istupendous miracle 1s
-said to have been wrought during these African
‘persecutions; by which God is supposed-to have
:declared His displeasure towards the Arians; those
:Christians .whose tongues had been cut out by the
cArian tyrant, HuNERIC,. spokedistinctly, and pro-
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claimed aloud the divine majesty of the Saviour of
the world.

NEesToriUs, a Syrian, Bishop of Constantinople,
and a pupil of Theodore, Bishop of Mopsuestia, a
learned and eloquent man, formed a new sect, which
was the source of the most deplorable divisions in
the Christian Church. The Syrian doctors, in order
to avoid the errors of Apollinaris, and to. exclude his
followers from the communion of the Church, were
careful to establish an accurate distinction between
the divine and liuman nature in the Son of God, and
used such forms of expression as seemed to favour
the notion of His being .composed of two distinct
persons. The manner of speaking adopted by the
Alexandrians and Egyptians seemed to countenance
the doctrine of Apollinaris, and to blend them into
one. Nestorius, who was a violent enemy to the
Apollinarians, adopted the sentiments of the Syrians
concerning the two natures in Christ. The con-
troversy began in A.D. 428, when ANAsTasIUS, -a
presbyter and a friend of Nestorius, in a public
discourse, declaimed warmly against the title 8zorosos,
(Mother of God), now frequently attributed-to the
Virgin Mary in the Arian controversy; and a favourite
term with the Apollinarians, and maintained. that
she was rather to be called xowroroxos (Mother of
Christ), since the Deity can neither be bornor die,
and thus the Son of Man alone could- derive His
birth from an earthly parent. Nestorius applauded
these sentiments, and speedily drew to his side the
great majority of the populace, and the Egyptian
monks at once ceased to call the Virgin the Mother of
God. Cyrivr, Bishop of Alexandria, who was jealous
of the growing power and authority of the Bishop of
Constantinople, censured the latter, and then, with
Celestine, Bishop of Rome, assembled a ceuncil at
Alexandria, A.D. 430, hurling no less than twelve
anathemas at the head of Nestorius. . Nestorius
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retorted by charging Cyril with the Apollinarian
heresy—with confounding the two natures in Christ.
In a.p. 431, the Council of Ephesus, called by Theo-
dosius II. to settle the dispute, and presided over by
Cyril himself, judged Nestorius without being heard,
and before ]ohn of Antioch and other eastern prelates
arrived. He was compared to the traitor Judas,
charged with blasphemy against the divine majesty,
deprived of his dignity, and banished. He died in
exile. The doctrine was then established which has
‘alwayssince been acknowledged—that Christ was one
‘divine Person, in whom fwo natiwres were most closely
and intimately united, but without being mixed or
confounded together.

_ Nestorius was charged, among other accusations,
with (1) dividing the nature of Christ into two dis-
‘tinct- persons, and (2) maintaining that the divine
nature was superadded to the human nature of Jesus,
-after it was formed, and was no more than an
auxiliary support to the man Christ through the
whole of his life. Nestorius denied the charge but
‘he undoubtedly committed two faults in the course
of this controversy—by giving offence to many by
_abrogatlrg an innocent term, and attempting to
‘explain that which is beyond human understanding.
“The Council of Ephesus only inflamed these divisions.
John of Antioch and the other eastern bishops met,
-and- pronounced against Cyril a sentence as severe
:as that which had been 1inflicted upcn Nestorius,
‘Hence a new dispute arose between Cyril and the
.Oriental Churches, which somewhat abated after the
former had received the Avrticles of Faith, drawn up
-by John in A.0. 433, and abandoned certain phrases
:and expressions. - Nothing could oppose the progress
rof Nestorianism. It was carried throughout the
.eastern provinces, and received in the famous school
cat Edessa, where the teachers not only instructed
:yauth in the Nestorian tenets, but translated those
-tenets from Greek into Syriac, and spread them abrozgd
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throughout Assyria and Persia. None of its pro-
moters surpassed BarsuMas, Bishop of Nisibis, who
laboured with dexterity and zeal to effect a Nestorian
settlement in Persia. His fame and success extended
throughout the east, and the Nestorians who sfill
remain in Chaldea, Persia, &c.; consider him alone
as their founder. He erccted a famous school’ at
Nisibis. The doctrine of the Nestorians, as deter-
mined at Seletcia, amounted to the following :—

(1.) That in the Saviour of the world theve weve two
persons, ov vmooraces, ome of which was the
Divine Wovd, the other human, the man Fesus. .

. {2:) These two persons had only drle aspect. v

- {3.) The union between the Son of God and the Son of
. Man was formed at the Visgin!s conception, nevey
to be dissolved. ; '

':'(4.) It was not a wnion of natuve qr’ifﬂson, but anly of
will and affection. o e
(5.) That .Christ was therefore to be: curcful[y,-d_;sfiﬁ-
guished from Fesus. T

) '__Those who upliéld these doctrines refused the tltle
of « Nestorians,” alleging that their sentiments had
‘been handed down from the primitive Church. = .

Eutvcnes, Abbot of Constantinople, led by his
violent aversion to the Nestorian-errors; fell into the
opposite extreme, and -taught that there was buit
one natuve in Christ—viz., that' of the Incarnate Word.
Hence he was thought to deny the existence. of the
‘liuman nature in the Son of -God. - He' was excom-
municated by a council assembled -by Fravianusat
"Constantinople, a.D. 448, but appealed to the decision
of a general council. The -Council of Ephesus, a.p.
449, at the head of which was -Droscorus, Bishop
of Alexandria (and Cyril's ‘successor, a’ declared
enemy to Flavianus, but partial to.Eutyches), a¢-
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"quitted the latter, and orderéd lis prosecutor,
‘I'lavianus, to be publicly scourged and banished to
-Epipas, a Lydian city., - The council was called by
“the Greeks aivotow Mnorpreiv—assembly of vobbers, to
ign ify that everything was carried on by violence
‘and fraud. The followers of Flavianus now engaged
“Leo TtHE Great, Bishop of Rome, in their cause,
‘and- ‘demanded of Theodosius a general council.
‘The emperor refused, but his successor, MARCIAN,
«alled the Council of Chalcedon, a.p. 451, in which
thelegates of Leo presided. Dioscorus was condemned
.and banished to Paphlagonia; the acts of the previot’s
‘council were annulled ; Leo’s famous epistle to Flavi-
anus was receivéd as a rule of faith ; Eutyches, who
‘had been already exiled, was condemned though
absent; and the following deetrine was inculcated :(—
That in Christ two distinct natures were united in one
“person, and that without any change mlxture, or
confuswn Lo G

. Deplorable discord, and civil wars were the conse-
quence of this counc11 for a great number of Oriental
.and Egyptian doctors united in opposing with the
‘utmost vehemence the decisions arrived at, to-
gether with the epistle of Leo. On: the-death of
Mar¢ian, the Egyptian populace massacred Pro-
TERIUS, the successor of Dioscorus, and substituted
‘TimoTHEUS, a Eutychian, who was deposed by the
-emperor Leo, but afterwards restored. On his
-death the Eutychians ele¢ted PETER MoGus to the
dignity, while - the -defenders of the Council of Chal-
-¢cedon - chose. TIMOTHEUS SALOPHACIOLUS, who was
confirmed in his appointment by an edict of the em-
-peror:Zeno. When Timotheus died, his successor,
Joun Tavaia, was removed by the same emperor in
-favour of Moggus (or Mongus),

"The abbot Barsuwmas (not to-be confound‘ed with
jBarsumas of Nisibis), brought the Eutychian doc-
trines into Syria, and by the -ministry of his disciple
"SaMmUEL,’ spread ‘them. in -Autmenia, a:D. 460, - The
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Syrians soqn abandoned them by the.exhortations
ot Xenaias and Peter Fullo, who modified the tenets
so as to form the following hypothesis—That in the
Son-of God theve was one nature, whick, notwithslanding its
nity, was double and compounded. s

PrTER FuLLo, a monk who exercised the trade of
a fuller, had usurped the see of Antioch, and after
.being several times condemned and deposed, was at
length fixed in it by Zeno. He excited new discords
in the church, and seemed ambitious to form a sect
under the name of Theopaschiles, for to the words,
“ O God most holy, &c.,”" 1 the hymn which the Greeks
.called Trisagium, he ordered the following phrase to
be added in the eastern churches—* who hast suffered
for us upon the Cross,” in order to fix more clearty in
.the minds of the people the doctrine of one naturein
-Christ. He was charged by his adversaries with
maintaining that all the three persons of the Godhead
weve crucified.  The Western Church rejected his
.additions, while the Orientals used them constantly,
‘but applied them to Christ alone.

To reconcilethe contending parties, Zeno published
in 482 the famous Henoticon or Decree of Union, which
repeated or confirmed all that had been enacted in
the Councils of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, and
‘Chalcedon, against the Arians, Nestorians, and
‘Eutychians, without making any particular mention
.of the Council of Chalcedon. Mongus and Fullo,
head of the sect of the Manophysites (those who be-
lieved that Christ had but one nature), subscribed to
‘this decree, which was also approved by Acacius of
_Constantinople, and others of both parties.

The bigoted objected to the Henoticon as in-
jurious to the authority of the Council of Chalcedon ;
and new disputes arose in comsequence. Some of
the Monophysites, looking upon the conduct of Mon-
.gus, who had subscribed the decree, as highly crim-
inal, formed a faction, under the title of Acephali
(headless, because they had hbeen deprived of their
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chiet), which was afterwards divided into three sects
—the Anthropomorphites, the Barsanuphites, and the
Esajanists, They however did not flourish long.

Feurix I1., the Roman pontiff, assembled an Italian
Council of sixty-seven prelates, and excommunicated
Acacius, Bishop of Constantinople, for hisattachment
to the Monophysites, and the contempt with which
he treated the Council of Chalcedon, &c. A new
schism arose in consequence, and contests were car-
ried on until the following century, when an agree-
ment was made between the Lalin and Oriental
Churches, by which the names of Acacius aud Fullo
were erased from the diplychs, or sacred registers.
The Monophysites held that the divine and human
natures of Christ weve so united as to forin only oné
natuve, yet without any change, confusion, ov mixture
of the two matures. They disowned any attachment
to Eutyches, but regarded with the highest vénera-
tion Dioscorus, Barsumas, Xenaias, and Fullo as
the pillars of their sects, and rejected not only the
epistle of Leo, but also the decrees of the Council of
Chalcedon.

PeraGius and CeLEsTIUS, both monks, the former a
Briton, the latter a native of Ireland,raised a contro-
versy which extended its pestilential effects through-
out the following ages. They looked upon the com-
monly received doctrines concerning the original
corruption of human nature, and the necessity of
divine grace to-enlighten the understanding and
purify the heart, as hindering the progress ot holi-
mness and virtue, aid maintained that

(1.) These doctrines weve as false as they were pernicions.

(2.) The sins of our first pavents weve impuled to ﬂu’m
alone, and nov to their posterity.

(3+) That we devive no corvuption from theiv full, but a: ¢
born as puve as Adam was when cveated, ™
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(4) That men, thevefore, are capable of - vepentance,
and amendment by the use of theiv natural facultics
and powers.

(5.) That indeed external grace is necessary to excite their
(ndeavours, but that they have no need of the inter-.
nal succours of the Divine Spivit,

These notions were propagated at Rome by the two-
monks, who retiring from that city, 410, upon the
approach of the Goths, went into Sicily, and thence
to Africa, where they published their doctrines with
greater freedom. Pelagius passed into Palestine,
while Celestius, who had remained behind, was con-
demned in a Council at Carthage, in A.0. 412, He
then went into the east. - At this time the famous,
AvucusTINE oF Hrippo began his attack upon their
tenets. Joun,Bishop of Jerusalem, favoured Pelagius,
who new made a public profession of his doctrines,
and formed disciples in several places. The con-
troversy was at length brought.to Rome, andreferred
to the decision of Pore ZosiMus,in a.D. 417, who
pronounced in favour of the monks, declaring them,
sound in the faith. He however soon afterwards
changed his mind, and condemned them with the
utmost severity. They were condemned also by the
Council of Ephesus, in A.D. 431, and in a short time
the sect was demolished in its infancy by the edicts.
of the emperors and the Councils of the Gauls,
Britons, and Africans. This unhappy disputeled to
others. Augustine’s opinionsconcerning the necessity
of Divine grace in order to salvation,; and the decrees
of God with respect to the future condition of men;
were not always consistent with himself or intelligi-
bleto others. Hence certain Monks OF ADRUMETUM
were led into.a notion, that God ot only predes-
tinated the wicked to eternal punishment, but also
to the guilt and trangression for which they are pun-
1shed, and that thus both the good and bad  atrons
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of all men were determined from eternity by a divine
decvee, and fixed by an invincible necessity. These
wete called by the name of Predestinarians. Augus-
tine did all he could to.prevent the spread of this
doctrine; and it was condemned by the Councils of
Arles and Lyons:

A different modification was given to the doctrine
of Augustine by -Cassian, a monk, who came from
the east into France, and founded a monastery near

“Marseilles.” Many others attempted to fix a certain
medium between Pelagius and Augustine. Hence
arose the sect of Semi-Pelagians, who mamtamed
that

"(1.) Inward and preventing gvace was not necessary to,
Jform in'the soul the first beginnings of true vepen-
tance and amendment.

“(2.) Everyonc was capable of producing these by the.
meve power of their faculties, as also of exevcising:
Sasth in Christ, and forming the purposes of a holy.
and sincere obedience.

(3.) None conld persevere or advance in that holy
course without the continual and powerful help
of the Divine Grace.

The disciples of Augustiue in Gaul attacked the
Semi-Pelagians with the utmost vehemence, without
being able to. extirpate or overcome them. Their’
‘doctrines were so suited to the capacities of the
generality of men, the monastic orders, and the most
learned Grecian doctors, that neither the zeal nor
industry of adversaries could stop their rapid
progress.
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RESUME FOR SELF-EXAMINATION.

FIFTH CENTURY..

-External Events,

Ministers and
‘Church Government.

Doctrine.

Prosperity of the Church—
Extirpation. of Paganism
by the Emperors.
Missionary efforts—
Mount Lebanon.
Crete.
Vandals, &c.
Burgundians.
Clovis converted.
Ireland—St. Patrick.
Causes of Missionary success.
Calamities of the Church—
Invasions of the Goths,&c.
Pagan aggressions.
Infidelity. :
Saxon invusions of Britain.
Persian persecutions.
Jewish (Gamaliel).

Advancement of the see
of Constantinople.

A fifth patriarch.

Power and influence of

the Bishop of Rome.

Privileges of the Patri-
archs.
VICARs.

Arrogance of the Patri-
archs.

Vices, &c., of the clergy.

Convents.

Rules of Monastic disci-
pline.

EcuMENICAL COUNCILE—
A.D. 431, Ephesus.
A.D. 451. Chalcedon.

A cloud of theological terms,
subtilties, and distinctions;

Increase of superstition—
Prayers to departed souls.

* Worship of images.
Penitential garments, etc.

Pagan doctrine of the puri-
ncation of departed souls
more amnply explained.

Expositions of Scripture.

Theodore’s maoner of inter-
pretation.

Roman law imitated in reli-
giouscontroversy. Conse-
quence.

THE MYSTICS—STYLITES.

Effect of the Mystic rules on
moral writers, &c.

Relormers—VIGILANTIUS.

THe OnriGEN CONTROVERSY.

JOHANNISTS.

Literature, Learning,
Ecclesiastical Writers.

Rites and Ceremonies,

Heresies and Schisms.

Period unfavourable.

Public Schools.

Barbarian and Monasticcon-
tempt for learning.

Monastic Schools.

Professional Schools.

The doctrine of Aristotle
forced its way into the
Church. How?

Writers—

Cyril,Bishopof Jerusalem.
Theodoret, ,, Cyprus.
Theophilus ,, Antioch.
Palladius.

Theodore of Mopsuestia.
Leo theGreat,Bp. of Rome.
Orosius.

Eucherius.

Arnobius the Younger.
Vincent of Lerius,

| The Church groaning

under a bnrden of

ceremonies.
Ornaments.
Perpetual praise.

Costly images—Vir-
gin and child,
Silver Altars and
Chests.

The Acap.E suppressed.

Penitents—Private con-
fessions.

Special ** CONFESSORS."”

THE DoNATISTS. "~
THE ARIANS.
NEesToRIUS—BARSUMAS.
Doctrine of the Nestorians,
EuTYCHES.
A .
govofoy Anarpieny
PETERFULLO—T H E O PA 5
CHAITES.
MONOPHYSITES.
Zeno's ' HENOTICON.”
ACEPHALT — ANTHROPOMOR-
-PHITES.
BARSANUPHITES.
ESAIANISTS.
PELAGIUS—CELESTIUS.
PREDESTINARIANS.
SEMI-PELAGIANS—CASSIAN.
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_CHRONGLOGICAL TABLE

Of the principal Ecclesiastical Events. A.D. 64—500.

First Persecution of-Christians. Nero
Massacre of the Jews by Florus . .
Martyrdom of SS. Peter and Paul ., .
Second Persecution. Domitian .. ..

Trajan forbade Christian assemblies ..
St. Ignatins martyred at Rome . e
Third Persecution. Adrian e ..
580, 000 Jews slain in Judea by the Romans..
Jerusalem re-built . .o . .

Justin Martyr's- 4pology for Chnsnamty
Martyrdom of St. Polycarp .. . e
War with the Marcommani .. . ..
Fourth Persecution. Marcus Aurellus
Fifth Persecution. Albinus. ..
Persian persecution under Sapor commenced
Sixth Persecution. Maximinus., .
Seventh. Decius

Commencement of the Novatian Schism .,

Council of Rome. (Novatian excommunicated)

Eighth Persecution. Valerian .,
Ninth Persecution. Aurelian .,
Tenth Persecution, Diocletian.,

Constantine stops persecution -

Rise of the Meletian Controversy .. .
Rise of the Donatist schism .. .. ..
Council of Rome. (Donatists condemned) ..
LEdict of Milan .. .. . .. ..

Council of Arles. (Donatists condemned) .,

A.D.
64
67
67
95
98

108

118
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.—Continued.

Council of Milan. (Donatists condemned by Con-
stantine) ..

COUNCIL OF NICE FIRsT GENERAL CounciL ) |

(Arius condemned) .. .

Monachism introduced into the Roman Empire
Constantinople made the seat of Empire
Council of Tyre. (Athanasius deposed) .. .
Council of Antioch (Photinus condemned) ..
Council of Milan (Photinus condemned) .. ..
Council of Ser‘mium (Photinus condemned,)
Council of Sardis, or Sardica .. ..
Council of Constantmople (Macedoaius condemned)
COUNCIL, OF CONSTANTINOPLE S:-:coxn}

GENERAL. (The Macedonians condemned)
Council of Milan. (Jovinian condemned) ..

as .

Council of Alexandria. (Condemned Origen’s |

followers) .. . . . .. .
Council of Carthage. (Donatists condemned) ..
Council of Carthage. (Pelagus condemned) .

Council of Alexandria. (Nestorius condemnped)

e

COUNCIL' OF EPHESUS. TaIrD GENERAL}
CounciL. (Nestorius and Pelagius condemned)
The Theodosian Code published .. .. ..
Council of Ephesus. (Eutyches acquitted ) .
COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON. FourTtx GENERAL}

Councrr. (Eutyches condemned) ..
Clovis, King of the Franks, and his subjects con-
verted to Christianity .. e . .

A.D.

316

825

326
329
335
345
347
35t
347
360

381

390
399
411

416 .
430

431

435
449

451

497



THE GROWTH OF ECCLESIASTICAL DIGNITIES.

A.D. 32—A.D. 500.

15t Century. 2 ’
- 2nd Century. rd Century. th Century. th Century.
1st Period. 2nd Period. 3rd Period. 3 4 4 4 5 Ty
1 CHRIST. | Apostles. I A[:;_gils or Patriarchs. Patriarchs. Patriarchs. Patriarchs.
ishops.
2 Apostles. - | Presbyters or l Chorep?scopi. Metropoli- Metropoli- Exarchs, Vicars.
X Bishops. tans. tans.
jEvangelists., Deacons. Presbyters. Bishops. Bishops. Metropolitans. Exarchs.
4 Dcacons. Chorepiscopi.!| ¥ Chorepiscopi.|| | Arclbishops. Metropolitaps,
5 Presbyters. Presbylers. Bishops. Archbishops.
6 Deacons. {Deacons. Chorcpiscopi Bishops.
Sub - dea- Archpresbyter. Chorepiscopi.
cons, {
8 Acolytes. Presbyter. { Archpresbyter.
9 Ostarii. Archdeacon. 1 Presbyter.
10 Readers, Deacon. { Archdeacons.
11 Exorcists, Sub-deacon. - Deacons.
12 Copiate or Acolytes. l Sub-deacons.
Fossarii, ’ o
13 Ostarii. Acolytes.
14 Readers. Ostarii.
15 Exorcists. Readers.
16 Copiala or Exorcists.
Fossarii. 17 Copiat® or
Fossarii.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES.

Ambrose, Samt, Bishop of Milan was a citizen of
Rome, and born in France, A.0. 334. His father was
pretorian prefect of Gallia Narbonensis, but after
his death his widow repaired with her family to
Rome. Ambrose directed his attention to law, and
employed his eloquence with so much reputation that
he soon was deemed worthy of a place in the Council.
He afterwards became consular of Liguria and
Emilia, and chose Milan for his residence. In 374,
on the death of Auxentius, Bishop of that-city, there
was a violent contest between the Catholics and the
Arians concerning the choice of a new bishop, and
Ambrose, as governor, in an eloquent address,
interfered to preserve order. A child crying out
“ Ambrose is bishop,” the multitude, regarding this
as a miraculous intimation, unanimously elected him
Bushop of Mtlan. Ambrose resisted the public choice,
and concealed himself, but his hiding-place being
discovered, and his election having been confirmed
by the emperor, he at length allowed himself to be
baptised, and to be ordained bishop. In justice tohim
it must be admitted that he applied himself with
diligence to theological study and preparation for his
new course of life. He bestowed his property to
religious paupers, and at once placed himself under
the tuitien-of Sumplician,a-Roman presbyter. In a.p.
383 he was deputed by the Emperor Valentinian to
prevail upon the tyrant Maximus not to edter Italy,
and was successful. When Theodosius was in Italy,
an insurrection arose in Thessalonica, in which the
‘emperor's  liéutenant ‘was “slain. Theodosius, in
revenge, killed a large number of persons in cold
blood. Shortly afterwards, coming to Milan, he was
about to enter the great church, when he was met by
Ambrose, who refused him admittance.as.a homicide,
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and the emperor was refused Christian communion
for more than a year, when he showed signs of repen-
tance. St. Ambrose is said to have been the
composer of the * Te Dcum laudamus.” Died a.p. 397.

Arius was born in Lybia. and became the founder
of the Arian sect, .of which Eusebius, Bishop of
Nicomedia, was alsoa great promoter. He took
Arius under his protection, and introduced him to
Constantia, sister of the emperor Constantine.
The -dispute, however, attained such magnitude that
Constantine was obliged to assemble the Council of
Nice, 325, when Arius was condemmed, his books
burnt, and he himself banished, In five years he
was recalled to Constantinople, and satisfied the em-
peror with a.confession of his faith, He was refused
communion, together with his t{ollowers, by
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria. His interest at
court 'soon procured the deposition and exile of
Athanasius. The church of Alexandria still refused
to admit Arius, whereupon Alexander, Bishop cf
Constantinople, was. ordered to do so. But on the
day of adinission, Arius-died suddenly. His sect
still continued in great credit at court, and made and
deposed prelates as it best served their purposes. It
was the reigning religion of Spain for more than two
centuries, and prevailing in Italy, France, and Africa,
was not extirpated until about the middle of the §th
century. ’

Athanasius was born in Egypt, and tollowed
Alexander to the Council of Nice, where he opposed
Arius. In a.p. 326 he was made Bishop of
Alexandria, but in 335 wasdeposed by the Council of
Tyre, being accused by the Arians of hindering the
exportation of corn from Alexandria to Constanti-
nople, He was banished to Treves. On his return
to the see, after an absence of two years, fresh
accusations were brought against him. Gregory of
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Cappadocia was chosen bishop in his stead, and he
was obliged to appeal to Julius, Bishop of Rome, for
restitution. DBeing declared innogent by the Council
of Sardica, 347, two years later, he was restored to
his dignity by Constans. He was again banished by
Constantius, and also under Julian. Jovian restored
him tohis see. He then addressed a letter to the em-
peror, proposing that the Nicene Creed should be the
standard of faith, and condemning those who denied
the divinity of the Holy Ghost. For a fifth time he
was banished by Valens in 367, but again returned
to his diocese. He died May 2, aA.p. 375.

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, was born at Thagastz,
a city of Numidia, o.0. 354. His father, Patricjus;
was a burgess of that city. His mother, Monica, in-
structed him in the principles of Christianity.. In
early youth he was admitted to the rank of cate-
chumen ; but his father, who had not yet been baptised,
delayed his baptism, and made him study at
Thagaste, Madura, and Carthage., He made rapid
progress in philosophy, .and applied himself to the
study of the Scriptures—but at the same time
suffered himself to be seduced by the Manichean
doctrines. At the age of nineteen, he returned home,
taught grammar, and frequented the bar.” He after-
wards taught rhetoric at Carthage with great success.
Settling at Milan, he was appointed public professor
of rhetoric in that city. Here, by listening to the
sermons of Ambrose, and by the study of St. Paul's
epistles, he was led to renounce the Manichean
_errors. He was baptised a.0. 387. Tn the following
year he returned to Africa, and established a monas-
tic order at Hippo. Hence sprung the Augusiine
‘friars, the first order of mendicants. He was at this
-time ordained priest, and in 395 was appointed
coadjutor-Bishop of Hippo by the primate of Nu-
midia. He died in a.D. 430, at the age of seventy-
six ; having -had the misfortune. to see his country
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-Jmaded by the Vandals, and his own city besieged
for seven months,

Basil the Great was born at Caesarea in Cappa-
docia about A.p. 328, and studied at Athens, where
he became acquainted with Gregory Nazianzen. In
355 he taught rhetoric in his native country, and
then visited the monasteries of Syria, Egypt, and

.Lybia. He Dbecame the first monk, and the
original founder of monasteries in Pontus and Cappa-
docia. He succeeded Eusebius as Biskop of
Ceserea 1n A.D. 370, and almost immediately was
persecuted by the emperor Valens because he refused
to embrace ‘Arianism. This storm having passed
over, he attempted, ‘but in vain, to bring about a
re-union between the eastern and western churches,

-and also in regard to Meletius and Paulinus, two
Bishops of Antioch.  He also took an active part in
the controversies of the period, and he is ranked by
Erasmus among the greatest orators of antiquity.
Basil died a.p. 379-

Chrysostom, Fohn, was the son of Secundus aman

of noble family at Antioch, and was born about 4.D.
344. He was called Chrysostom ](:;;olden-mouthed), in
compliment to his eloquence. e quitted the study
of the law for a religious life; and for six years led
the life of a hermit in caves, &c. His health being
_impaired, he returned home, and was ordained by
Meletius, Bishop of Antioch., Chrysostom’s fame as
an eloquent orator procured him the appointment of
_Bishop ¢f Constuntinople, on the death of Nectarius
(a.p. 397); but in his efforts to enlarge his episcopal
Jurlsdxctlon, reform clerical abuses, and to put down
the pride, luxury, and avarice of the great he wasin-
volved in a dispute with Theophilus,’ Bishop of
Alexandria, who caused him to be deposed and

" banished. He was, however, soon re-called; but
" for opposing the erection of the statue of the Empress
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Eudoxia near the great clurch, he was again exiled
into Cucusus in Armenia. Being afterwards ordered
to a more distant part, the soldiers treated him so
roughly that he died by the way, at Comana, in Asia
Minor, A.D. 407. '

Clemens Romanus, Bishop of Rome (of which city
he was a native), is said to have been a fellow-
labourer with SS. Peter and Paul. Died (circa) a.p.
100.

Clemens Alexandrinus flourished at theend of
the 2nd and beginning of the 3rd centuries.. He
was a pupil to Pantenus, and Origen's tutor, A
passage in his * Stromata ' is said to have furnished
the key to the modern discoveries connected with the
deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics. About a.p.
189 he was at the head of the catechetical schoo] at
Alexandria, but was obliged to withdraw from that
position in 202, when the edict of Severus was
published ; and he afterwards taught in Cappadocia
and Antioch. He is supposed to have died about
A.D. 207.

Cyprian was born at Carthage about the close o1
the second century. His parents were heathen, He
applied himself early to the study of oratory, and
taught rhetoric in his native city with great success.
Cyprian was converted in a.p. 246, by means of
Cacilius, a Carthaginian presbyter. He soon gave
proof of the sincerity. of his conversion by composing
the trcatise D¢ Gratia Dei, addressed to Donatus. In
a few months he was ordained priest, having ac-
quired a high reputation for sanctity. In a.p. 245,
the year after, he was consecrated Biskop of
Carthage. His first care was to correct disorders
and reform abuses. In 249 the Decian persecution
began, and particularly affected the churches upon
the coasts of Africa. In 250, the heathen insisting that
he should be thrown to the lions, Cyprian went into
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retirement to avoid the fury of his persecutors, and
there wrote instructive letters to his hearers and to
‘the Libellatici, On his return he assembled councils
to consider the re-admission ¢f the Lapsed, opposed the
Novatians, and contended for the re-baptism of thosc
‘who-had been baptised by heretics. He is stated to
have written no less than ninety letters and treatises,
and was the first Christian writer who displayed
eloquence. He was beheaded in the Valerian perse-
cution, A.D, 258,

Cyril, Bishop of Ferusalem, was born in that city
A.p. 315, and succeeded ‘Maximus in a.p. 350. He
was deposed for selling the treasures of the church,
and applying the money to the support of the poor
during a great famine. Julian restored him to his
honours and dignities. He died in a.p. 386.

Cyril, Bishop of Alexandrin, succeeded his uncle
Theophilus 1n 412, and immediately began to
harass~the Jews and Novatians, driving them from
the city—a proceeding which drew forth the anger
of the Governor, Orestes, who feared the bishop’s
authority in civil matters, Many tumults took place
. between their partisans. He was also an enemy to
Nestorianism, but his zeal against the founder of that
heresy occasioned his own deposition and imprison-
ment. Being soon afterwards released he succeeded
in overthrowing Nestorius, who was deposed from

" his see of Constantinople, a.D. 431. Cyril died in
A.D. 444. He was an eminent writer, and composed
commentaries on Isaiah, the Lesser Prophets, and St.
John’s Gospel, also treatises against Theodorus of
Mopsuestia, Diodorus, and Julian.

Eusebius, Bishop of Casarea, wasborn in Palestine
about a.p. 267. He was ordained bishop of Ceesarea
1 a.D. 313,dand had a considerable share in the Arian
contest against the orthodox churches, He defended
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Arius, being persuaded that he had been unjustly
persecuted. At the Council of Nice, A.p. 325, he was
placed at the emperor's right hand. In a.p. 330
he was present at the Council of Antioch, when
Eustathius,the bishop of that see,wasunjustly deposed,
but refused to be elected that prelate’s successor. In
334 he assisted at the Councils of Casarea and
Tyre, when Athanasius was condemned. He was
-also present at the dedication of the church at Jeru-
salem. Eusebius composed the panegyric on the
emperor during the public rejoicings at the beginning
of the thirtieth year of his reign. He died in A.p. 338.
He is styled byJerome “The princeof Arians."” Among
‘his numerous works, were “ A Defence of Origen” in
six books ; ““ 4 Treatise agatnst Fievocles”; a ¢ Chyonicle”
{from the commencement of the world’s History to the
time of Constantine; ,an *.Ecclestastical History ;"
«« Commentaries on Isatah,” in ten books; ¢ Letters;’" a
““ Concordance of the Four Evangelists,” &c.

Gregory of Nazianzen, in Cappadocia, was born
in a.p. 328, and having studied at Cesarea in Pa-
lestine, and also at Alexandria, he accompanied
St. Basil to Athens. He was chosen Biskop of
- Constantinople in 379, but his election being contested
by the Egyptian bishops, resigned his appointment,
- 381, and died in a.p. 389. He was the author of 150
sermons, 158 poems, and 235 letters.

Gregory, surnamed ““Thaumaturgus,” or “the wonder-
worker,” on account of his alleged miracles, was the
scholar of Origen, and was elected Bishop of New
Casarea in Pontus, his birth-place, a.p. 243. He
assisted at the Council of Antioch, A.p. 255, against
Paul of Samcsata, and died in a.p. 270. ¢ He had
1lie satisfaction of leaving only seventeen idolaters in
his diocese at his death, where there were scarcely as
many Christians when he was ordained.” Of his
works, a congratulatory oration to Origen, acanonical
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epistle, a paraphrase on Ecclesiastes, and some other
compositions are still extant.

Gregory Bishop of Nyssa, author of the Nicene Creed
was born in Cappadocia, about A.p. 332. He was
«chosen Bishop of Nyssa in 372, and exiled by the
Emperor Valens for adhering to the Council of Nice.
Gregory was afterwards employed Ly the bishops in
several important affairs, and died- about A.p. 396.
He wrote commentaries on the Scriptures, Sermons
on the mysteries, Letters on Church Discipline, &c. He
¢ yields to none of the fathers either in the so-
didity of his matter, the fertility and soundness of
his views, the force of his reasoning, or the beauty
and richness of his style.”

Hilary was born at Poictiers, of good family, and
was carefully educated in the doctrines of Paganism,
which he did not forsake until he had arrived at
maturity. In a.p. 355 he was advanced to the
bishopric of his native city, and became a zealous op-
‘ponent of the Arians. He wrote an Essay on Synods,
and a work on the Trinity, in twelve books, which
were greatly admired by the orthodox. He died
‘A.D. 367.

Ignatius, surnamed Theoplrastns, was born in
Syria, educated under St. John, and intimate with
other disciples. He was ordained by St. John, and
about A.p. 67 was confirmed Bishop of Antioch by SS.
Peter and Paul. Here he remained for more than
forty year —when the emperor Trajan
sentenced him to be carried, bound by soldiers, to
Rome, and there thrown as a prey to the wild beasts
of the amphitheatre. Having arrived at Smyrna he
visited Polycarp, the bishop of that city, and was in
turn visited by most of tlie clergy of the diocese.
Here he also wrote letters tc the Ephesian,
Magnesian, and other Christian churches. Sailing
thence to Rome, the Christians came out to meet him.
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Ignatius stands at the head of the Anti-Nicene fathers
who defended the Divinity of Christ, and was the
champion of the doctrine of the episcopal order as
distinet from the priesthood.

Ireneus, Bisiop of Lyons, was born in Greece,
about a.p. 120. He was the disciple of Papias.and
Polycarp, by whom le was sent as a missionary -te
Gaul, a.p. 157. He became a presbyter of Lyons,
and in A.p. 178 disputed with Valentinus and his
disciples Florinus and Blastus at Rome. Onhis
return he succeeded Photinus as Bishop of Lyons,
He suffered martyrdom, A.n. 202,.inthe persecution
under Severus. C o

Jerome, the mostlearned of all the Latin fathers,
was the son of Eusebius of Stridon in Pannomia,and
was born about A.p. 340, He studied at Rome, and,
having received baptism, proceeded into Gaul, Aqui-
leia, Thrace, &c. In 372 he retired into a monastery
in a Syrian desert, where he lived the life of 2 monk.
He was persecuted by the orthodox in' -Meletius’
party for being a Sabellian, because he made use of
the word kypostasis. He was consequently obliged to
go to Jerusalem to answer the charges brought
agaiast him. Here he studied Hebrew, and was or-
dained. In 382 he was appointed secretaryto Da-
masus, Bishop of Rome, but his scientific lectures to
ladies exposed him to calumny, and he left Rome to
take up hisresidence at the monastery of Bethlehem,
where he wrote able treatises against the heretics
and reformers, especially Vigilantius and Jovinian.
Jerome was the first who wrote against Pelagius,
He died A.p. 420, at eighty years of age.

Justin Martyr wasborn at Neapolis, the ancient
Shechem of Scripture, and was the son of Priseus, a
Gentile Greek, who had him educated in all the
learning of Greece. He embraced Platonism, and
travelled into Egypt to complete his studies. But
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one day, when walking by the seaside, i:e was met
by a grave and venerable stranger who opened his
eyes to the truth and beautyof the Christian religion.
He was ‘converted, a.p. 132, and at once composed
an ““ Apology for the Christrans,” directed to the Em-
peror Antonius. Another, against Crescens, the
Cynic philosopher, he presented to the Emperor Mar-
cus Aurelius. He also wrote a “‘Dialogue with Trypho,”
a-Jew.- He suffered martyrdom in A.p. 167.

~‘Nestorius was born at Germanica, a Syrian city,
and received his education at Antioch, where he was
also baptised. He withdrew for some some time into
a monastery.in the suburbs of the city, but, being
ordained presbyter, he gained such reputation for
his eloquence as to attract the attention of the
Emperor Thecdosius, who appointed him Bishop of
Constantinople in a.p. 429. Soon after his consecra-
tion he caused the Arian Church at Constantinople
to be set on fire, and projected a cruel persecution
of all herctics in various parts of the Christian world.
TFor asserting (though he is said to have denied the
assertion) that the Virgin Mary cannot properly be
called ““¢he Mother of God,” he himself was eventually
persecuted, the monks declared against him, and,
with otherinfluential men, separated themselves from
his communion. He was at length deposed by
the Council of Ephesus. Retiring to Antioch, he
was, four years later, banished by a command of the
emperor to Tarsus, a.p. 435. Being compelled to
ivander from place to place, to escape the fury of his
enemies, he at length succumbed to injuries received
in one of his journies,

Novatian was originally a pagan philosopher,
and was baptised in bed when dangerously ill, He
was ordained by favour of his bishop, but against
the wishes of the clergy. On the death of Fabian,
Bishop of Rome, the promotion of Coruelius excited
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Novatian's jealousy to the highest pitch, and he,
with Novatus, a presbyter of Carthage, headed a
schism from the orthodox Church,-and got himself.
consecrated Bishop of Rome. His title was, however,
not acknowledged, and Cornelius, being confirmed in.
it, Novatian was condemned and excommunicated.
His sect continued to prosper {or some time.

Origen was. born, A.p. 185, at Alexandria. His,
father, Leonidas, a catechist of Alexandria, trained
him with great care, and caused him from infancy to
devote himself to the study of the Scriptures. His
astonishingabilityand learning were however marred.
by his endeavours to discover hidden 6r mysterious:
meanings in the text of the sacred books, which car-
ried hinr to enormous excesses in doctrine. In di-
vinity Clemens Alexandrinus was his tutor, in phi-
losophy the celebrated Ammonius. His father suf-
fering martyrdom, when the son was eighteen years
of age,Origen succeeded him in the office of catechist,
and his lectures were so popular that they were
attended by vast numbers of male and female
students. In 211 he undertook a voyage toRome,but.
on his.return, his immense popularity and influence
excited the jealonsy of Demetrius, Bishop of Alex-
andria, who tried in various ways to- injure him.
Soon afterwards Origen was invited by the empress
(Julia Mammea) to instruct her in the truths ot
Christianity, and he thereupon went to Antioch. He
taught at Alexandria until A.p..228, when he travelled
into Achaia, and from thence to Palestine, where he
was admitted a presbyter. This renewed the resent-
ment of Demetrius, who, in 231, drove Origen from
Alexandria, and caused him to be excommunicated
by an Egyptian Couricil. He then retired to Ce-
sarea in Palestine, where he raised a celebrated
school, having Gregory Thaumaturgus among his
disciples. He brought back to the truth Beryel-
lus, Bishop of Bostra,.and .some years afterwards
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convinced the ¢ 4rabians™ of their errors. - Origen
suffered in the Decian persecution, and died at Tyre,
A.D. 254. Of all his great works the most celebrated
was his HexapLa, containing six columns—r.
Hebrew text of the Dible; 2. Grweek; 3. Septuagint;
4. Agquila’s Version; 5. that of Symmachus; 6, Theo-
dosian’s Greek Veysion. -

Polycarp was born towards the end of Nero's
reign, probably at Smyrna, where’he was educated at
the expense of Calista, a noble and pious matron. He
was a disciple of St. John, and knew several of the
other Apostles; He succeeded Bacolus as Bishop of
Smyrna, and is said to have been consecrated to the
office by St. John, who dedicated his Apocalypse,
to him among others, under the name of ** the Angel of
the Church of Smyrna.” When the controversy re-
specting the observance of Easter arose, Polycarp
conferred with Anicetus, Bishop of Rome, in an
amicable manner, though he failed to convince the
latter. Whilst at Rome he particularly opposed the
heresies of Marcian and Valentinus. Ireneusinforms
us that when Polycarp passed Marcian in the street,
without speaking, the latter said, * Polycarp own us,”
to which he replied with indignation, **I own thee to
be the first-born of Satan.” He suffered martyrdom
in the seventh year of Marcus Aurelius, a.p. 167.
He was condemned to be burnt at the stake, but
‘“the flames refused their work,” and his death was
occasioned with a spear. Only his ““ Epistle fo the
Philippians™ escaped destruction. It is singularly
useful in proving the authenticity of the books of the
New Testament.

Tertullian was born at Carthage about the
middle of the second century. His father was a
centurion in the legion of the proconsul, and gave
him opportunities to acquire not only the elements of
elegant and useful learning, but also much skill in the
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civil law., Having been converted, one of his first

acts was to write anable “ Apology for the Christians.”
He became a presbyter of Carthage. On his return

from a visit to Rome, he embraced the errors of

Montanism, and defended lis conduct in a singular

tract, entitled * De Pallio,” but he at length renounced

all connection with the Montanists, Tertullian died

A.D. 240,
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EXAMINATION QUESTIONS.

Selected from University, Ovdination Papers, &-c.

I.

1.~What was the condition of the Roman empire at the
birth of Christ? What favourable circumstances
contributed to the success of the Gospel in the first
century ?

2,—Name the most important Grecian philosophical sects
which fourished about the period of our Saviour’s
birth? What were the leading tenets of the
Academics ?

3.—About the period of Christ's carthly career * the condi-
tion of the Jewish nation had become deplorable ;
explain this statement, and account for the defecticn
of God's chosen people.

4—What were the first principles of the Gnostic or
Oriental Philosophy ?

5.—Date the death of Nero; the Second Persecution of
the Christians ; the death of Polycarp ; the Council

of Sardis.
6.—Explain *“ Therapute,” * Plevoma,”" ** Demiurge.” ** Obla-
tions,” ' Catechumen,” ** Chorepiscops,” “ Agape,”

““ Apostolic Fathers,” “ Elia Capitolina," * Thenrge,”
¢ Synod,” ¢ Precepts,” * Acamoth,” Ostarii,

7.—State what you know about Flavius Clemens, *“ The
Shepherd of Hermes,” Dcsitheus, Pantenus, Barchoch-
ba, Serenus Granianus, Crescens, Anicetus, Julia
Mammea, Stephen, Bishop of Rome.

8.—Write a short biographical sketch of the life of Poly-
carp.

9.—Origen’s method of interpreting the sacred scripturcs
opened a secure.retreat for all sorts of errors. Ex-
plain fully,
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10.—Show how the primitive simplicity of Christian worship
was gradually corrupted during the first three
centuries.

11.—Write brief biographical notes on the principal
Christian writers of the third century.
12.—Name the Roman Emperors who flourished between

A.D. 120 and A.D. 220, pointing out those (i) who
favoured, and (ii) who persecuted the Christians.

13.—By what edict was Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, put to
death ? State what you know about him.

14.—Give an account of the New Platonists. What difference
existed between the doctrines of this sect and those
of the Eclectics ?

15.—What was the *“ Paschal Controversy ?’* Name some
of the leading men who took part in it.

16.—What were the tenets of Saturninus, Bardesanes, and
Hierax? ’

17.—Give an account of the persecution of the Christians
under Diocletian, and their progress uander Con-
stantine.

18.—Explaio “ Hyle,” ** Evteng,” ** Hac Vince,” ¢ Patviarch,”
“ Arch-deacon,” * Anachorites,”” *The Meletian Con-
troversy."
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19.—What differences of opinion were there between the
Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes respecting the
rewards and punishments of the Law ?

20.—What reasons have been assigned for the qnqsual in-
tolerance of the Romans towards the Christians ?

21.—Show the successive steps by which some of the
Bishops assumed the titles of * Patriarck " and
« Metropolitan.”

22.—By what differences in their religious systems were
the Egyptian Gnostics distinguished from those of
Asia? Name some of the most important of the
Egyptian sects.
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23.—Who were the Secundians, Cainites, and Serpentinians ?
24.—State what you know about Jerome or Cyril of
Jerusalem, or Clemens Alexandrinus.

25.—Name persons who in the first four centuries gave
themselves out to be the Paraclete or the Comforter
promised to the Apostles.

26.—What Missionary efforts were made in the second and
third centuries ?

27.—Explain: * Sacrificati,” ¢ Libellatici,” “ Sub-deacon,”
““Exorcist, * Apology,” * Cathari,”” * Traditor,”
s Ecumenical Council,” ** Exarch,”’ and ** Sarabaite.”

Iv.

28.—How did Aristotle explain tke nature of God 7 And in
what particulars did his Divinity differ from that of
the Stoics ?

29.—State what you know about the contents and authors
of any of the following works: * Stromata,” ¢ Five
Booksagainst Heresies,” “ Harmony of the Evangelists,”
“ Seven Books of Hypotyposes,” ** Of the City of God,”
“ Seven Books against the Gentiles.”

30.—Sketch the rise and progress of Monasticism during
the third, fourth, and fifth centuries.

31.—Date the ten great persecutions of the early Christians,
stating the Roman emperors who caused or sanc-
tioned them.

32.—Give an account of the Novatian Schism.

33.—Write a short biographical sketch of one of the
following : Clemens Alexandrinus, Cyprian, Origen,
Ambrose.

34.—Who were Pothinus, Crescens, Hermogenes, Praxeas,
Noetus, Frumentius, Ulphilas, Sapor, Martin,
Antony, Lucifer?

V.

35.~What is the history ot Pliny’s correspondence with
Trajan on the treatment of the Christians ?
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36.—Give an account of the Council of Nicea, and of the
Nicene Creed.

37.—What controversies with heathens arose in the second
century. Name the leading advocates on either
side.

38.—State briefly the rise, influence, and character of
Manichzism.

39.—Who was Novatian, and what was his influence on
the Church ?

40.—Marcion: his life and doctrines,

41.—What was the influence of the Alexandrian School on
the method of interpreting Scripture ?

42.—Date and describe the Edict of Milan, Latrocinum,
Polycarp’s death, the Apostolical Constitutions.

43—Give some account of Justin Martyr. What do we.
learn from his writings respecting the state and
public worship of the early Church..

VI.

44.—What do you know about the Carthaginian Churchin
the second and third centuries ?

45.—Contrast Gnosticism, Montanism, and Novatianism.
46.—Give an account of the third general Council, and

state the-chief dogmas fixed by each of the first four
Councils. Where were they held, and when ?

47.--What was the nature of the principal schisms in the
first three centuries? Name the chief schismatics.

48 —What was the object of St. Augustine’s work—* The
City of God? " Give some account of the heresies
attacked by this eminent man.

49.—Give an account, with dates, of the life, opinions, and
writings of fwo of the following persons : Athanasius,
Tertullian, Gregory Nazianzen, Hippolytus.

50.—Write a short history of Episcopacy during the first
three centuries
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VII.

51.—In what different ways were (i) the R\ man empire, (ii)
the Jewish nation, and (iii) the Goths, Vandals, &c.,
prepared for the reception of the Christian religion ?

52—What were the relative positions of Paganism and
Christianity in the reign of Constantine ? What
event is stated to have led to the conversion of that
emperor ?

53.—Explain Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism. Name
their chief supporters.

54.—To what errors did the Mystic Theology give rise ?
What do you konow about Wulfilaicus and Vigilan-
tius ?

55.—What * Acts of Uniformity '* were issued in the reign of
the Emperor Honorius ?

56,—** Two persons bearing the name of Barsumas took an
active part in fourth century heresies.”

57.—What important events in Church History took place
in A.D. 67, 1771 235, 251, 306, 313, 381, 390, 43I, 497 ?

VIII.

5-8.——Name and date the Council which condemned Nova-
tian, Meletius, Athanasius, Photinus, Macedonius,
Jovinian, and Eutyches.

59.—Give an account of public worship in the fourth
century.
60.—Name heathen philosophers, who by their speeches
and writings incited the populace to fury against
. the Christians during the second century.
61.—* Truth was drawn forth in its fulness by the assaults
of error,” lllustrate this statement from the Church
History of the third and fourth centuries.

62.—What was the Sabellian heresy? Has it any living
interest to us?

63.—Cyprian—his life, writings, and influence.

64.—What do you know about early Missionary efforts in
Ireland, *“ Eldest Son of the Church,” Sancti Columnaris,
Johannists, Henoticon, Acephali.
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