
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for the Annual Report of the Baptist Missionary 
Society can be found here: 

https://missiology.org.uk/journal_annual-report-of-the-baptist-
missionary-society-01.php 

 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://missiology.org.uk/journal_annual-report-of-the-baptist-missionary-society-01.php
https://missiology.org.uk/journal_annual-report-of-the-baptist-missionary-society-01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


s 

PERIODICAL 

ACCOUNTS 

111:LATIVE TO Tll:S. 

BAPTIST 

MISSIONARY 

0 C I E T 

VOL. I. 

PRINTED DY J. W. l\IORRIS. 

->@<(_ 

SOL-D JJT BUTTON, LONDON: 

Y. 

.a.ND MA'\' BE HAD OF THE BAPTIST MINISTERS IN !IIOST Ol' 

·,HE PRINCIPAL TOWNS IN THE KINODO!I.I, 

' >«-·-
1800. 



PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS 
RELATIVE To 

A SOCIETY, 
FORMED AMONG 

'!'he particular Bapti/ls, 

FOR PROPAGATING THE' GOSPEL 

Among the Heathen. 

[ No· I.] 

NARRATIVE 
OF 

THE FIRST ESTABLISHMENT 

of thi9 

SOCIETY. 

T HE origin of this Society will be found in the 
workings of our Brother CAREY'S mind, which; 

fc)f the lafl: nine or ten years, has been direcl:ed to this ob­
jecl: with very little interm1ffion. His heart appears to 
have been fet upon the Convedion of the Heathen; before 
he came to relide at Moulton, an. 1786. It was there he 
wrote the Manufcript which he has fince printed, entituled, 
u AN ENQ.!JIR y INTO THE OBLIGATIONS OF CHRIS­

" TJANi TO U5E ME.ANS FOR TH.E CONVERSION OF THE 

B "HEA-



"HEATHEN;" and his Converfations, Prayers,, anal Ser• 
mom, were mofl:ly accompanied with fomething relatjve to 
this fubjelt. He poffdfed a, the fame time, a great thirll 
for geographical knowledge, and a remarkable aptitude at 
learning languages, fo that his moft intimate friends were 
for fevcral years paft induced to think: that he was formed· 
for fome Cuch peculiar undertaking. 

His delire that a Society might be eftablifhed amongfl­
his connexions, for the propagatio~ of the gofpel arnong the 
Heathen, and that he might have a lhare in that imi;ortant 
fcrvicc, continued and increafed, till at tcngth, in the year 
I 79 r, being at a meeting of miniO:ers at Ciipjlone in Nor­
thamptonjhire, after two difcourfes had been preached by 
Brother SUTCLIFFE and Brother·FuLLER, on Jea/oujj 

far the Loan oF HosTS, and the pernicious il!jiuence of 
delay, he propofed a Qyeftion, " Whether it were not prac­
" ticable, and our bounden duty, to attempt fomewhat 
" toward fpreading the Gofpel in the Heathen World?" 

As the public fervice h1d been attended with more than 
ordinary folemnity, fo this conlideration was managed with 
a good degree of ferious and earneft concerii-to exert our­
{el ves for the enlargement of the kingdom of our Lord: 
But the chief thing then agreed upon was, to delire Bro­
ther CAREY to draw up his thoughts on the fubjecl:, and 
publilh them. At the next Affociation of the Baptift 
Churches, at Oakham, June 16, 1791, it was requell:ed by 
the minifters v,,ho had been prefent at Clipjlone, that Bro­
thers SUTCLIFFE and FULLER would print their Sermons 
above referred to, with which requeft they complied, and. 
tbefe were followed fome months afterwards by Brother 
CAREY'S " Enquiry," &c. 

At the next Annual Meeting of the Affociation, at 
Mttingham, May :3I, 1792, Brother CAREY preached a 

vrry 
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v,ery anitmtti{ig difcourfe from lja. liv. 2, in which he pref­
fed two things in particular, as expofitory of " lengthen­
" ing our cords, and fl:rcngthening our flakes," viz. (I.) 
Trat we fhould expefl great things ; ( 2.) That we fhould 
attempt great things.' After pub~ic worlhip was over the 
fubjeB: was revived, and a re(olution • lnade, 'i That a plan 
" be prepared againfi the next minifi:ers ~eeting af Ketter­
" ing, for forming a Society among the Baptifi's for pro:­
" pagating the Gofpel among the Heathen ;" and Brother 
CAREY generoully propofed to devote whatever profits 
might arife from his late publication, to the ufe of fuch a 
Society. 

Accordingly, at the Minifl:ers Meeting at Kettering, 
Oclober 2, 1 792, after the public fervices of the day were 
ended, the Minifiers retired to confult farther on the mat• 
ter, and to lay a Foundation at leaft for a Society, when 
the foltowing Refolutic,ris were propofed1 and w1animoufly 
1;1greed to. 

Rifolutions, &c. 

J, De!irous of making an effort for the propagation of 
the Gofpel among the Heathen, agreeably to what is re­
commended in Brother CARE Y's late publication on that 
fubjecl, we, whofe names appear in the fubfequent fubfcrip­
tion, do folemnly agree to acl in fociety together for that 
purpofe, 

II. As in the prefent divided ftate of chrifl:endom, it 
fcems that each denomination, by exerting itfelf feparately, 
is moft likely to accomplifh the great ends of a miffion, it is 
;i.greed, that this Society be called, The particular Bapt!J! 
Society far propagating the Gofpel among/1 the Heathm. 

HI, As fuch an undertaking ml.lft needs be attended 
a 2 wit~ 
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with expence, "Ol'e agree immediately to open a (ub{cription, 
for the above purpofo, and to recommend it to others, 

IV. Every perfon who lhall fobfcribe ten pounds at 
once, or ten lhillings and fix-pence annually, fuall be confi­
dCl'ed as a member of the fociety. 

V. That the Rev. John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, William 
Carey, John Sutcliffe, and Andrew Fuller, be appointed a 
Committee, three of whom thall be empowered to act in 
carrying into effect the purpofes of the fociety. 

VI. That the Rev. REYNOLD HoGG be appointed 
Treafurer, and Rev. ANDREW FuLLER Secretary. 

VII. That the fubfcriptions be paid in .at the Nor­
thampton Minifi-ers Meeting; Oct. 31, 1792, at which time 
the fubjeci £hall be confidered more particularly,· by the 
Committee and other fubfcribers who· may be prefent. 

Signed, John Ryland, Reynold Hogg, John Sutcliffe, A. 
Fuller, Abraham Greenwood, Edward Sharman, Jojhua 
Burton, Samuel Pearce, 'ihomas Blundell, Wm. Heighton, 
1ohn Eayres, Joflph Timms; whofe fubfcriptions in all a­
mounted to 131. 2s. 6d, 

Eecond Meeting of the primary Society al Northampton, 
Otlober 31, 1792.: 

THE Secretary chofen at the former meeting being ill, 
Cent a written copy of the former refolutions, with an account 
of two new fubfcribers of one guinea, one of which engages 
to continue it annually. And alfo information from Brother 
CAR.EY, who was likewife prevented from attending, that 

a gentleman 
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a gentleman from Northumher/and had pl'omifed to fend him 
twenty pounds for the Society, and had engaged further tQ 

fubfcribe ~our guineas annually. 

Brother PEARCE, of Birmingham, gave us information 
that having mentioned the bufinefs to his friends, at his re­
turn from the firfi meeting, and preached upon the fubjecl-, 
they were fo fuitably a.ffecl:ed with the importance of the af­

.fair, as immediately, without any perfonal application to an 
individual, to offer their generous contributions, which they 
fent by Mr. PEA-RCE, to the amount of feventy pounds, 
which he paid into the hands of the Treafurer. 

Our g9od friends at Birmingham alfo adopted a malt 
agreeable plan, of forming a ditlincl: fociety in aid of th~ 
million, for the purpofe of receiving both'occafional contri­
butions, and annual, quarterly, or weekly fubfcriptions, and 
to co-operate by every other means in their power witb 
the primary fociety, in purfuing the grand objecl: we have 
conjointly in view. 

At this meeting at Northampton, two other friends fub­

fcribed and paid two guineas a piece, two more one guinea 
each, and another half a guinea, making fix guineas and a 
half in all, And fuch members as were prefent of the firfi: 
fubfcribers, paid their fubfcriptions into the hands of the 
Treafurer; who propofed to put the fum now received into• 
the hands of a banker, who will pay intereft for the fame. 

The following refolves were pafred :-

I. That the moft hearty thanks of the primary fociety 
are due to the congregation in Cannon-flreet, Birmingham, 
for their generous exertions in fo good a caufe. 

It That we cordially approve of the fiep taken by our 
friends in Birmingha1ntin forming an affiftant fociety, fo aa 

in 
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in conjun~ion and union with the fociety begun by the 
Northampto11 and L,i,ylerjhire affociation. 

III. That if this plan lhall meet with the gen'eral or in. 
creating approbation of the Baptift churches, we fhall rejoice 
to find a number of correfpondin& united (ocieties formed in 
di1ferent parts of the kingdom, 

IV. That Brother PEARCE, or"Birmingham, who was a 
member of the primary fociety, and is the delegate from the 
correfponding fociety at Birmingham, be confidered as a 
member of. the committee, 

V. That in order to promote the extenfion of this fo­
ciety, it appears proper to print a brief narrative of its rife 
and plan, accompanied with fome iliort addrefs, and fuch 
further additions as fhall be determined upon by a meeting 
of the coIIU:1ittce at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792, • • 

CJ'hird Meeting of the primary Society, al Northamptont 
November 13, 1792. 

AFTER (pending time in prayer, confultation, and 
revifing of the preceding narrative, &c, It was furthef 
refolved, 

I. That every correfponding fociety that lhall be form• 
cd in di1ferent diftri&, be invited to·fend either two dele­
gates, to any meeting of the primary fociety, or one delegate 

who £hall have two votes. 

II. That all perfons who 'may be difpofed to favour the 
defign of the fociety, be invited to fend their contributions 

i0 the Rev. R. HoGG, of 'lhrapjlon, Treafurer, the Rev, 
A,FuL .. 
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A. FuLLn, of Kettering, Secretary, or the Rev. S. 
P£ARcE, Secretary to the Correfponding Society at Bir­
mingham. 

III. Tha.t the fociety would be truly obliged to any of 
the friends of this defign, for any hints of information or ad­
vice, forwarded to the treafurer or fecretaries aforefaid. 

N. B. The following articles we with to be examined 
and difcuff"ed in the moft diligent and impartial manner:-

What qualifications are efpecially requifite in miffiona~ 
ries? What p·erfons are known, or fuppofed to be, both 
fuitab)e and willing to be employed in this bufinefs ? What 
advice fuould be given the miffiunaries, or what regulations 
adopted concerning them ?-Alfo, In what parts of the 
heathen world do there feem to be the moll: promiling 
openings? What information on this head may be obtained 
from any-late books of travels, or from chriftian merchants, 
or from Cuch perfons as would, at leaft, favour the defign of 
~onverting the Heathen ? 

At this meeting _Brother CAREY was not prefent, but 
wrote us as follows :-

"I have juA: received a letter from Mr. THOMAS, the 
" Bengal Mijfionary, who informs me, that he intended 
"being at Kettering Meeting, but forgot the time when 
" it was to be. He tells me, that he is trying to efhbli!h 
" a fund in London, for a miffioi1 to Bengal; he ardently 
« defires a companion, and enquires about the refult of our 
" meeting at Kettering. The reafon for my writing is a 
" thought, that his fund for Bengal may interfere with 
"our larger plan; and whether it would 11ot be worthy 
(C of the Society, to try to make th.lt and ours unite into 

'' one 
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" o~ fund, for the purpofe of fending the Gofpel to the 
" Heathen indefinitely. 

" Yours, &c. ,v. c.u 

After reading this letter, the Committee agreed to 
make enquiry about Mr. THOM As, as to his characl:er, his 
principles, his abilities, and his fuccefs amongfr the Hin~as; 
and as the Secretary was going to London, the enquiries 011 

there fubjecl:s were committed to him. 

Agreeably to the laft refolution of the facond meeting of 
the Society at Northampton,· the following addrefs ·was pre­
pared, printed, and circulated. 

~ddrejs of the Society to their fallow. Chrijlia,u 
at large. 

THE objell: of this fociety is to evangelize the poor.­
dark, idolatrous Heathen, by feuding miffionaries into dif­
ferent parts of the world, where the glorious gofpel of 
Chrifr is not at prefent publilhed, to preach the glad tidings 

. of falvation by the blood of the Lamb. 

It is a very affecl:ing faa, that according to the lo weft 
computation, there are at this moment above FOUR HUN­
DRED. Mr\.LioNs of our fellow-men in a fl:ate of pagan 
darknefs. Many of whom (as the inhabitants of New 
Zealand, and feveral of the iflands in the Pacific Ocean) not 
only live in the habits of offering human facrifices, but arc 
moft certai-'lly proved to be abfolute Cannibals, frequently 
engaging in wars, and feafting on the flelh of their enemies. 

Can it then be an objecl: unworthy of the mofl: ardent 
and perfevering purfuit, to di!reminate among them the 
humane and faving prindples of the Chrifiian Religion, 

ill 
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in order to bring thefe uncivilized barbarians to yield obe• 

dicnce to the Prince of Peace, and to found chriftian 
churches in places which now exhibit nothing but fcenes 
of defolation. 

Were thefe ignorant immortals but thoroughly infrrucl:­
ed in the doctrines and precepts of Chrifiianity, their 
civilization W-'Juld naturally follow. And what mi[erie'.3 
would be hereby prevented ! How great the bleffings that 
muft certainly enfue, on their reception of the glorious 

iofpel of the bleJTed God ! 

What painG and expence does it not defervc to attempt 

to refcue, at leaft Come out of Co many millions from ruin. 
Was man formed in the image of his God, and is it not 
defirable to endeavour to ufe thofe means which are calcu­

lated to reftore that loft image? Is man the reprefentative 
~f Deity to the inferior creation, and ought he to be neglec!:­
ed and deferted, though in a ruinous fiate? Hath not God 
made of one blood all nations, and 1hall we not refpett all 
our fellow-c·reatures as brethren? And if we really con­
fider them as fuch, fhould not love and compaffion excite 
us to promote their prefent, and efpecially their eternal wel­
fare? Did the Saviour ftoop fo low as to vifit our benight­

ed, wretched, finful world, to recover an apoftate race from 
deferved ruin ? Were the moll undeferving and guilty, the 

moft finrul and depraved, made the objects of his (elf-mov­
ed compaffion? Can we give a better evidence of our par­
taking of his grace, than by an earneft endeavour to imitate 
his example, and to fubferve the-defign of his coming into 
the world, and laying down his precious life;. by labouring 
to promote the falvation of the ·moft ignorant and helplefs 
~f mankind? 

Do we, indeed, believe the gofpel? Do we receive it 
1n reality not as the word of man, but of God? Do we ad-

C ~t 
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mit into our mi.r-ids the re(lrefentations therei11 given of th~ 
ftate of 1mm? Have we experienced the remedy in any 
meaf-0re, and can we be willing this remedy for perifhi1\g 
fouls lhould remain fo very much unknown to the greater 
part of the world? Or rather, if we have experienced its 
healing inllucnce, tball we not be concerned that this gof­
pel, with all its treafures and confol.Ltions, lhould be uni­
\'erfally known? 

Ah! if the foul of a Hottentot, a Hindoo, or a Negro 
-be like mine! And who can difpute it ?--Capable of be7 
coming like God in his moral image-Capable of enjoy­
ing his favour and love-Capable of communing with him,· 
glorifying him, and being happy in his fmiles for ever! 
How delirable is it to be inftrumental to fuch inexpreffibly 
glorious ends! • 

Never let us yield to difcouragements, from the appre­
henfion that the attempt would be in vain. If we have duly 
confidered the methods whereby God has already accom­
plilhed the ddigns of his grace _in fome degree, we cannot 
confi!lentl:Y objecl: to the adoption of fimilar meafures now. 
The Acl:s of the Apo!Ues ( that moft ancient record· of 
chriftian hiftory) informs us, that God bath chofen to 
propagate his truth among mankind by the efforts of their 
fellow-men, committing the precious treafure of the gofpel 
into " earthen veffels," that the excellence of· the power 
might the more eminently appear to be of God, and not 
of man. 

The Jefuits and other f'opi)h millionaries have, in mo­
dern times, taken immenfe pains to propagate their very 
defective and corrupt kind of chri!l:ianity, in di\'ers heathen 
countries. -And our proteilant brethren, belonging to 
other nations, have laboured with confiderable fuccefs, 

Efpecially 
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Ef11eci111ly the Dani/h miffion to the coafl- of Coromandel, in 

the Eqjl lmlies has, lince the year 1706, brought above 

r 81000 Gentoos to the profeffion of Chrifiianity.­
The Dutch, in the ilbndof Ceylon, and other of their Eafl­
/ndia fottlements, have had ftill more extenfive fuccefs.-!n 
NoRTH AMERICA, the apoflolic ELLIOTT, in the lafi cen• 
tury, was the chief infl:rument of the evident and thorough 
converlion of many of the native Indians, and by his labours, 
and that of other excellent P~dobaptift minifters, feveral 
churches were raifed from among thofe poor favages, fome 
of which were fupplied with minifl:ers of their own race, 
and others with Anglo-americans. Nor were the Baptifls 
without a hand in that bleJTed work*. In the prefent cen­
tury, the Prejbyterian fa:iety in Scotland far prqpagoting 
chrifiian /,:now/edge, has lent its fupport to feveral ufof,,l 
miffionaries among the American lndia'ns. The excellent 
DAVID BR Al NERD, an account of who(e Iifo and frngular 
Cuccefs among the Indians, was publi!hed by Prelident ED­
WARDS, and after him his brother Jahn Brai;zerd, were fup­
ported by this fociety. They fiill afford their affiilance 
to Mr. KIRKLAND, from whom very plealing accounts 

have been lately received; and there i.s alfo a Mr. SER­

GEANT that is fuccefsfully employed among the Indians at 
this time. The Moravian Brethren have, within thefe 
fixty years pafr, fent miffionaries to \'arious heathen nations, 
and have difcovered a zeal for the propagation of the gofpel, 
which ought to provoke in all other denominations of chrifti­
ans, a godly emulation. Their fuccefs has been remarkable 

among the Green/anders, and in the Danijh H'ijl lndia 
ljlands. They alfo have fent miffionaries among the Ame­
rican Indians, and the Efquimaux on the coafr of Labn1-
aor, who have been hopefully owned for the converfian of 

See Dr. CoTTOrl MA'J'HER's Magn:ilia Chrifti Americana, 

]took VII. p, 56, 

C 2 fouls; 
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fouls; and have attempted to preach the gofpcl to the 
'rartars, and to the Hottcntc~s, to which )aft people they 
are about to renew their miffion again. We are informed 
that in the year I 788 they had in their focieties nearly 
15,000 converted heathen. The IV ejlean Methodifts have, 
within thcfe few years, attempted a miffion to the Carribbs, 
who are natives of the f,V di India ifiands~ and have labour­
ed with fuccefs among the Negro flaves in thofc ifiands.­
Thc labours of brother GEoRGE LIEL.E, the Baptitl: 
Negro, in Jamaica, have been greatly b\e!fed among his 
fellow Africans, both bond and free. The fuccefs of our 
worthy brethren, who have thus hazarded their liv~s for 
the fake of the Lord J efus, may ferve at once as a reproof to 

our indolence, and as a fpur to our acl:ivity. Who that rea.., 
lizes the value of one immortal foul, but muft be ftimµlateQ 
by thefe brilliant fuccelfes ·to affifi in extending the king­
&lom of God? 

To fuch an effort, arguments of the moft powerful na­
ture, muft impel every believer in divine revelation and 
well-wiilier to mankind: for various as the different opini­
ons of chriftians may be, with ref peel: to particular parts of 
the gofpel fcheme, all will agree in this, That the facred 
fcriptures alTure us of the univerfal conquefis of the Re­
deemer, that " his dominion fuall extend from fea to fea, 
"even to the ends of the earth:" that "the kingdoms of 
" this world fnall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
" bis Chrift ;" and that '' the ifles ihall wait f9r his law." 

Will not God, who feeth the heart, be well pleaf\!d with 
every fincere and earneft effort to promote his blelfed caufe ? 
Without the divine bleffing we readily bel_ieve nothing t9 
purpofe can be effecl:-~d. But is this an excufe for inacl:ivity 
and floth? Are we not encourag<!d by innumerable pro­
mifes and prophecies of th"t divine word; and by an evident 

bleffing 
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blefilng crowning the labours of our brethten and predtcef­
fors ?-Let then every chriflian who loves the gofpel, and 

to whom the fouls of men are dear, come forward in this 
noble caufe. If God hath given us of this world's goods, 
to what inore valuable purpofe can we apply a portion of 
oudubftance than in endeavouring to fend to our poor breth­
ren, the. bread of life, of which they fiand in fuch perilhing 
need ? Let every one that is free-hearted offer unto the 
Lord. For the filver and gold, as well as our fouls which 
he bought with his blood, are not our own, but his. And 
vvhether we can or cannot thus honour him with our fub­
ftance, let us attend the generous donations of thofe that 
;ire able fo contribute to the fupport of his caufe, with our 
moft fervent prayers. Many chriftian focieties have, for 

fome years back, united in extraordinary prayer for the en­
largement of the Redeemer's kingdom : And may not this 
be confidered as a certain harbinger of fuccefs ? Let us 
pertifr, ~nd we !hall prevail. Pray ye for the peace and 
increafe of the church, they jhall prof per that love her. Ye 
that mention the name of. the Lord keep not filence your­
felves, nor let him reft in filence, until he eftablifh and 

until he render J eruf alem a praife in the earth. 

Brother THOMAS having been requejled to give a Nar­
rative of himjelf, and his labours in INDIA, he 

wrote the following, which appeared in R1PP0N's 

Baptifl Regifler, No. V. 

M Y father is deacon of a Baptift Church 
at Faiiford, in Glouceflerjhire. He trained me up in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; but I proved 
for a loRg time a hopelefs child. Very £harp convicl:ions 

were often felt and repeatedly ftifled, till it pleafed God to 
make my fins a heavy burden to me, in the year 1781. 

I had 
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I had lately married, and my nights and d,1ys 'tftN! dreadful 
both to me and my wifei 1but·in the month of :Auguil: 
that year, attending on the Rev. Dr. S-'---; who preached 
from John vi. 27, Ltt/Joltl' ,,,,, fat th, meat whi,h p,rijheth, 

hut far that """' whhh tfttuireth to rocrlajling lift, w/Jicb 
tlu So,, of Ma11 jha/J give unto you ; I heard with new ears; 
the difcourfe fee.med all for me, and afforded me fome reft 
till the following week, when meditating on the fcriptures 
I had heard, and on the Gofpel by Matthew, I beheld a new 
~ea, in a new light, even Chrift crucified, which has 
been followed, I truft, with newnef1 of life. Then I 
could feelingly fay with Dr. Watts, 

" 'Tis heaven to rell: in thine embrace, 
" And no where elfe but there." 

I blu!h to think how unworthily I have carried it ever fince 
to this day; but upon the whole I trufl: that God is my 
portion, a11d my happinefs. At the time mentioned, I was 
fettled in Great Newport-fi:reet, in the prac\:ice of f1.1rgery 
and midwifery: But findingthe world more ready to receive 
credit than give it, I was obliged to fell .all, and wait in 
lodgings, till an offer was made me of going to fea : and 
ia the year r78 3, I failed in capa~fry of Surgeon of the 
Oxford lndiaman to Bengal. On my arrival at Calcutta, 
I fought for religious people, but found none. At ]aft, 
how was I rejoiced to hear that a very religious man was 
corning to dine with me, at a hou{e in Calcutta; a man who 
would not omit his clofet hours,· of a morning or ev~ning, 
at fea or on land, for all the world. I concealed my impa­
tience as well as I could, till the joyful moment came; and 
a moment it was; for I foon heard him take the Lord'! 
name in vain, and it was like a cold dagger, with which I 
received repeated ftabs, in the courfe of half an hour's con­
•erfation: and he was ready to kick me when I fpoke of 
fome things commonly believed by other hypocrites, con-

cerning 
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.ipp.carccl to be a truly pious man: I learned by hiin that there 
was a Mr. G--- ancl a Mr. C---up the country*, 
• and one or two more, who were religious people. Mr. 
W--- rcturn~d to England with a confiderable fortune. 
I came back alfo, and was baplized in London in 1785, and 
began to exhort in private foci eties, and to preach in diff'e­
rent places in town and country. On confulting the Rev. 
Mr. ---, he advifed me to go another voyage, which I 
accordingly did; and failed the fecond time to Bengal in 
1786, with the fame captain and officers, and in the fame 
ihip as before. That very feafon the Rev. Mr. Brown, 
who now preaches in Calcutta, went over and took charge 
of the Orphan S,hool, where all the illegitimate children of 
Europeans, by the native women, are educated and pro­
vided for. On my arrival there I found a Mr. --U-, 
and a Mr. C---, and two or three more, who were 
connecl:ed with Mr. G--'s family, all ferious people, and 
we ufed to go together to hear Mr. Brown, on the Lord's 
Day, who preached to the children under his charge: and 
after a little while we had a prayer-meeting, and fometimes 
a word of exhortation was given. Mr. G--- removed 
from Maida to Calcutta: on his coming to us we were 
increafed and fl:rengthened, and I preached at his houfe 
every Lord's pay evening. One day, -as Mr. \V--and 
I were walking out, he gave me to underfiand that Mr. 
G--- wifhed ~1e to Ray in the country, learn the lan­
guage, and preach the Gofpcl to the Hindoos: but I was 
averfe to the climate, dreaded a longer feparation from my 
family, and had no particular bent of mind to the work: 
having alfo tl1e charge of a fhip's company as their furgeon, 
without any probability of the Captain's giving me leave to 

flay, or of another furgeon being found to fupply my place, 
,I could not accede to the propofal; yet it would often re-

" At MALDA, about 250 miles from CALCVTT A, 

D tum 
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tnrn to my mind, and after a.few weeks I became greatly 
coaccrned at heart for the condition of t!iefo perifhing mul~ 
titudes of Pagan~, in utter darkncfs; an<l was i,rflamcd 
\\ ith feryem: 1lc!itcs to go and declare the glory of Chri!t 
arr.Ong them. \Vaters enough have rifcn fince to damp, 
but will never utterly cxtinguifh what wa~ lighted up at 
that time. After much prayer and many t:ars, I gave my­
fclf up to this work, and the Lord removed difficulties out 
of the way, confirm:ng the miilio;1, and comfo,ting me) by 
!!dd;ng two fcals (both Europeans) to my fir{l labours, who 
continue my hope andjoy, and I tru!t will be my crown at 
the day of Chrii't's arpearing. I mufl: here pafs over many 
griefs and forrows, offences a,nd mifl:akes, a11d proceed to 
give you fome information concerni"ng the Hindoos, th::ir 
behaviour and their country, with any other intercfiing 
particulars that may occur while I write. 

There are four Shaflers, or laws, among the Hindoos1 

which they call the Vedas; thefe they hold in the higheft 
cil:eem, and fay it is unlawful for any man to read or hear 
them read, except he is a Bramin. The Vedas are faid 
to have been written many millions of years ago, which, 
however, is eafily difproved by other books and writings 
in ufe among thcmfelves. Thefe Vedas are written in 
Sanjcrit, which may be called the Latin of the Eaft, and 
they are the fountain of all their books of theology, as the 
Koran among the Moors, and the Bible among us. There 
are eighteen facrcd books called Pooram, which arc all 
commentaries on the Vedas: and it is the cuflom of all 
the Rramins, to learn a great part of thefe by heart, a'nd 
they are very apt and clever in quoting portions of them 
in converfation: thi~ they find the more eafy to them, as 
all their books are written in verfe. I think it is impoffible 
to convey to any perfon who never was in that country, 
an adequate idea of that profound reverence in which they 

hold 



hnl<l their facrcd books. But what is wonde1 ful, th~y hear 

the divine authority of thefe books quefiioned with pati­
ence and moderation, at all times, and in a11 places. Some 
of thefe books hold up for their veneration charatl:ers which 
arc very profligate, and contain dreadful cloc¼rine-, evidently 
of ah infernal origin, which have a fl:range effclt on their 

minds and manners. They abound, moreover, with Cuch 
contraditl:ions (though on the other hand with very good 
moral prece;:,ts), that I am fure it is no ,_:i[iicult thing ~o 
convince the more intelligent perfons amongfl: them, that 
they are not of divine authority: and I am perfi,a<lecl, th::rn 
are fome to be found among them, who thin!: there is 110 

revelation from God yet, becaufe they fee in all the(e boo~~, 
fome things incompatible v1ith their notion of Go:.!. That 
there is one great God, Omnipotent, Omniprefcnt, and 
Omnifcient ; that he is to be worfhipped and fcrve<l; char 
the foul is ·immortal; that we have all finr.ed; and that 
fome Atonement is neceffary; are truths commo11ly be­
lieved among them all ; and add to there things, the di vine 
predicl:ions W.e have of the latter day, with the encourage­
ments of Jehovah, to declare his glory among the Heathen ; 
and I think, without any t~ing more, one might find reafon 
enough to go and preach to them. But I can truly fay, 
wherever I have been conveding or preac!1::1g among them, 
I have invariably found them willing to he2r, and that they 
always behave with great decency and refpec:l:. I trufl: al{a 

. that the door of faith is opened to the Hi11dooJ, by the con­
verfton of two or more Hindoos, and by many other {hiking 
effects, which, though fhort of real converfion, may, in the 
Lord's own time, prove a great bleffing to rr.any. Some 
little account of Bojhoo, the Munfhee, one of thefe con­

verts, in a letter from him and a Bramin, will accom­

pany thefe papers. He is about 35 years of age, and �~� 

perfon of more than ordinary capacity, and has been well 

educated in the Perfian language ; he was recommend-
D l eq 
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cJ to me by Mr. W. C--, who is a great Per.lian fcho­
lar; and I have employed him in the office of ~Y Munfuee, 
or ~eacher, all the time I have been in Bengal. It was he 
that compofed the Bengal Hymn which I annex*, and many 
ot~er fonnets of his own accord, without any affifl:ance 
from me. or any other; and it was he who chiefly laboured 
with me, in the tranflation of Matthew, Mark, James, &c. 
and he often difputes with and confounds the Bramins, 
both learned and unlearned, though he is not a Bramin 
himfelf, but of the writer Cajl t; and this is not in a (mall 
degree extraordinary, for the Bramins think it a very 
great condefcenfion to hold an argument with any perfon 
whofe Ca.ft is inferior to that of a Bramin. This man 
has a confiderable_ degree of knowledge and gifts, and I 
hope they will one day fuine forth to the good of many.· I 
fbould have baptized him, but his relations refufed to give 
him his wife and children. He will accomplifu his wifue, 
I hope, before I return, and then his family will be ·num-• 
bered with the ftated hearers, and he himfelf be baptized 
with the Bramin Pa1·botee, of whom I fuall give you a 
:lhort account prefently. The greateft difficulty in fpread'­
ing of the Gofpel in Bengal, arifes from the Ccyl ., for all 
who are baptized, and partake of bread and wine with us, 
will lofe cqjl; and when a man has loft caft, his moft inti .. 
mate friends and neareft relations will forfake him for ever~ 
He cannot poffibly be reftored again by any means ; an<l the 
meanefr Hindoo, from that time, refufes to eat, drink, or con .. 
verfe with him; he becomes an outcaft and a vagabond in 
their eyes, in the moft £1:ricl: fenfe. But when the way is. 
once opened, the difficulty will gradually diminiili, and, if 
they walk as becometh the gofpel, they will become a cafl: 
of themfelves, and that an honourable one too, 

• This Hymn, with a metrical verliun, will be found at the end of 
this number, 

t Order or tribe. 
I might 
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other Bramins, in favour of the Bible. On the 28th of 
June, I 790, he had been to pay me a vilit, and returning to 
his own home, he found there Parbotee, a Brami11, who 
called to fee him. 

Parbotee was a man of tMe, and of a more high and ho­
nourable rank than this man. He was alfo a very {l:ricl: ob­
ferver of the Hindoo laws and cuftoms, daily rifing early in 
the morning, and repairing to the diftant jungles* to gather 
curious flowers, fuperfi-itioui'ly valued amongfl: them; and 
thefe he offered, with abundant forms, in the river Maha­
nuddee, which was near; and repaired, at particular feafons, to 
their more facred river the Ganges, which they fay cleanfes 
from fin. There was not his equal in all the neighbour­
hood, for zeal and accur;:cy; a thorough devotee. This 
man, having heard of our new Shafter, the Bible, was not a 
little difpleafed : and when he underftood that the other 
Bramin who came in had been to fee me, he required of 
him to go and walh his clothes, for he mull: be defiled, and . 
• rnuld defile, for he had been in the company of an Englifh­
rnzn: and it is the common cullom of all religious orders. 
among them, to go out of the company of an Englilhman 
or Mahometan, into the river, and immerfe their bodies, 
with their clothes on. I have often obferved the Bramins, 
and Pundits t, do fo, after holding any converfation with 
me. To induce this man to go and walh his clothes, Par­
hotee urged that l was of the Maleetch, viz. unclean, if not 
filthy. He replied, that filthy men did filthy deeds; whereas 
he could never fay fo of this Englilhman-and he would 
not go and walh hi5 clothes. The other continued to infift 
upon it, and finding his injunction was not honoured, he 
proceeded to do a thing which will appear trivial to you, 
but js a very formidable action among them. 

• Woods. t Viz. Learned Doclors. 

It 



It is the cullom of the country to linoke very much; an<l 
their tobacco is made up into a pafte, ~ith fpices, &c. this 
pallc they place on one fide of a copper-plate, an·d coals df 
fire on the other fide; the tobacco bein:; righted, they then put 
it on the upper extremity of a tube, and the lower extremi­
ty runs down into a fuel!, or other veffel, containing cold 
water, and fometimes rofe water, which is very common 
there. The linoke is agreeably drawn through the cooling 
wat\!r by means of another flex;b]e tube, which is the pipe, 
and is generally about twelve feet long :-Now, when 
Bram ins, or others of equal cafi- meet together, it is a con -
fl:ant mark of friend!hip and good underflanding for the 
man of the houfe to offer this Hookah to his vifitor, and it 
is palfed on from one to the other. But when the Bramin 
jn que!l:ion gave the Hookah-to Parhotee, he emptied the 
water out of it : this is the action that will appear Ii ttle to 
you, but which is a kind of formal difgrace among them, 
and proves a forerunner to that which is worfe than death, 
viz. lojing cefl. Such a proceeding before witneffes, could 
not efcape particular notice, nor fail of drawing the atten­
tion of many, to the great diihonour of Mohun Chund: So 
he left the co!Jlp?.ny, and went and poured out his complaint 
to God in prayer. The day was far gone, he returned no 
more to-bis company, but retired with his family to re!l:.­
About t'wo in the morning he was called up by Parbota, 

with vehement cries; and on opening the door, found him 
i"n great agitation, and, to his inexpreffible furp,ifr·, Parhotee 

defired to hear THE GosPEL, and that th; Bramin Chund 
would go and pray for him: he replied as well as he could, 
and took him to the houfe of Bojhoo, the Munfhee, where 
they fiient their time till day-light, in reading, praying, and 
finging. But matters were not yet explained: they ob­
ferved he did not go to his ufual ceremonies, but rc::wrneci 
to Munfuee's houfe in great trouble of mind, about noon, 
making his former requefts, and, on their repeat,:d enquin, 

h;; 



he rdJt-.:d to them a very remarkable dream, in which I have 
no doubt .it all but he rec"eived divine admonition and in­

fhucrion "'· The effects of it were vifible on his body and 
mind for fever.al days. I found it very difficult to admini!l:er 

any confolatio,~ to him, and was afraid the confequences 

might l:ie foon fatal; but he continued daily to hear the 

Gofp:::l, aad began to join the refi: in finging and praying ; 
and confdld to all his former folly, and profeffed to believe 

that the Bible was the only word of God, and Jefus Chrifr 
the only Saviour. \Vhen I left Bengal, he had continued 

to walk in an orderly becoming manner, and gave me and 

others great fatisfacl:ion. I cannot pafs by one remark in 
my diary; though it is rather long, I lhall here give you a 
copy of it verbatim. You mu!l: know wet were all on 
the river, goi11g a journey of 230 miles; and we had a 
prayer'-meeting on fctting out. Mohun Chund, and· Ram 
Bojhoo, the 1\1unlhee, having made their iRterceffions, I 
called upon Parbotee, whom I had never before heard;· and 
thcugh the Munihee's prayer was more judicious and 
ordcrl y, yet that of P arbotee, both in manner and matt_er, 
was at that time inexpreffibly fweet and awful to my fpirit. 

Extra[! if my Diary of .Aug1!fl 19, 1790. 

' Endeavour to recollecl: a little of Parbotee's unequaUed 

'prayer.' 

Expr1Jions in PARBOTEE's Prayer. 

" I perform~d the rights of the Ganges ; I called this 
"good-I worlhipped wood and ltc;ne; 1 c;-.lled this good­

" 1 heard the fhafi:ers of men, that are all falfe and vain; l 

• This dream b;re a ftrong refemblance to the coaverlion of PA u L; 

Acl:s ix. 1-3. It may probably be given at length in a fubftquent 

number c,f thefe ACCOUNTS. 

t · Mun/hee, Par!iotee, Muhun Chum!,. and myftl(, 
"called 



�~� called this good-Lord, I am a moft wretched creature 
" to this,day: I know nothing-nothing ! I have fpent all 
" my ~ays in wickednefs, and have not ol>tained the leaft 
" knowledge of God. 0 _put far from me thefe. evil things ! 
" 0 make them depart far from me. I have hearkened 
" now to thy word. 1 will hear them no more-I will not 
" the leaft regard the idols of wood.and Hone .any more!­
" Vanity: lies. Lord, I will hear no more at all thefe fha(­

" ters of the Hindoos; they are all falfe and vain. Wretch­
" ed finner ! Save me! 0 fave-fave, fave me. Give­
CCgive-0 give..:._Give, 0 Lord! Give me to know­
" Hell! what ?-Heaven! what ?-Without the blood of 
" Chrift l lhall never be faved. Without the flelh of Chrift 
"I lhall never .live *.-Lord, what is the meaning of this? 
" I know not what it is-how can I get the blood of 
" Chrift ?.,-0 teach me, ·1 wiJJ do any thing thou fay'fr­
" Caft--! what ?-Home! what ?-Friends! what ?-Life! 
"what ?-What is any thing? all -is nothing but thee.­
-" I w.ant no money t,I wantnothiqg but thee. 0 what a 
-" wretched finner am I ! 0 tell -me thy way ! 0 tell me 
&Cby Mu71jlm; tell me by-the.Sahaib.t, We are going to 
'' Calcutta.,-Many, many, wicked things are there. 0 keep 
". us all while we fray there. 

" 0 that I had but love! 0 that I had biut faith!­
,, 0 that I h,,<l forgivenefs ! 0 that .I had but thofe thing& 
" ~hich thy people have. Like them-0 give me like 
" them, like them. 0 Lord_, how many evil things are in 
"my mind.every day I I am a wicked blafpbemous wretch! 

• He had heard read John, vi. 53. 

t Referring, perhaps, to fame cruel charges, that they (ollowed the 
Gofpel for money: but the truth is; they made no gain by it, of a teJII· 
fora) kind ; they fuffercd LO ss. 

l iAH.11.1111 i.,. Sir, He meant Mr. THOMU, 

" I h.ivc 
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'' I have lh.ame in me-Vvicked flume before the people", 
u and wicked fear of men ;-Far, 0 far away from me-, 
" put far away my fins. Forgive me; and teach me what 
" I lhall do. I will do any thing. 0 that I did but know 
" what to do~ 0 give-give-give-LorJ, what lhall, 
" what can I do?" 

'Here he burft into a llood of tears, with now and then 
' fuch fervent cries, as I never before heard: he continued 
'in prayer about half an hour. I read and explained the 
' faithful promifes of God to fopply the poor and needy> 
' and to fatisfy the thirfty foul with living waters; fpoke 
' of the mind, and the inner man, delighting in God mani­
c fefted in the llelh, and crucified for fin ; that this was 
' eating the lle!h and drinking the blood of Chrift. After 
' concluding, he returned to his boat, and, as the Munlhee 
• tells me, wept there over his own finfulnefs, a long time.' 
Thus far my diary. 

Confidering that this took place almofi: two months 
after the dream, and obferving the deep concern of mind 
which is but imperfecl:ly exprdl"ed in this written account; 
you will agree with me, that it is a very extraordinary affair; 
and the lofs and !hame among men with which it has been 
ever fince followed, put it beyond all doubt, with me, that 
it has pleafed God to awaken this man. He continues, a 
living witnefs to thoufands, of the vanity of paganifm, and 
the reality of the chri!l:ian religion, The Bramins and re­
lations of thefe people, who find-their interefts thaken, have 
raifed reports, ftirred up enemies, and brought accufationi 
a_gainft them evidently falfe; but they behave on thefe trying 
occafions, like men; like chrillians, who have their truft: 
and hope in God; and they are to be b2ptized on my return 
to that country, and fo loft ,tifl for ever, in which many will 
join them, and fo become at leaf!: ftated hearers of the Gofpel. 
A man of Parb,tu's high authority among them being pn 

eur-
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our frde, if he could only fay he thought that the Bible might 

bt true, and of divine authority, would be a very great blef­
Jing to any Miffionary whofe heart ihould be ftirred up to go 
and preach to them. But I blefs God, and reRecl: on it 
with: great comfort, that there are thfJ11fands of Hindoos, 
Bramim, and others, who are ready to own as much, and 
more than this ; and if thefe were dead, l fhould go over 
to them: with all joy am! confidence of hope, afiuredly ga­
thering, from thefe token~, and many others, that the Lord 
bath called me to preach unto them the unfearchable richu 
,f Chrift: and I hope and pray, he will yet enable and call 
others more fit for, and worthy of, this delightful work tha11 
myfelf. There are feveral Bramim who have the book of 
Matthew in their hands, who read it in their families, and 
among their friends, whom I have never feen; and there are 
feveral with whom I have convened, that have read the 
fcriptures to fome good effect, though not really converted 
to Chrift-. Thefe would all rejoice to fee more witne.ffes of 
the truth, as it is in Jefus, among them. The two converts 
I have mentioned to you expreffed a defire of fending a mef­
fage to the. Rev. Mr~ -- with whom they knew I correC­
ponded ; to this I replied, they had better write it down; 
they did fo, and I have tranllated it, and a copy of their letter 
you will fee at the clofe of the( e papers*· 

In addition to what may be gathered from the above, of 
:their religion and manners, I {hall mention a few things, 
which fuew that the. neceffity of fome ;,onemmt for Jin, is 
one of their prevailing ide~. I believe that human facri­
fices are very rare, if not entirely unknown among them: 
:dth0t1gh about four years fince there was an account of one 
in t~e India papers; but there are doubts of the authority 
from whence it came, Sacrifices are made, however, of 

• See page 32. 

bulfaloe~, 
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bllff'aloes, kids,-and lambs, which are to be publicly feen at 
their ftated icafons. They have alfo a cutl:om of ufing feve-: 
rel voluntary tortures, which every perfon, who has refided 
ill tm: country for a year or two, muft be more or lefs ac­
quainted W'ith. I fuall defcribe two or three of them: 

Ill:. 'That of [winging. The perfon who makes this atone­
ment has two iron jlejh-hQDks paffed through the _integu­
ments, on each fide tbe back-bona; and being fofpended by 
r-0pes attached to thefe hooks, he is drawn up above 40 feet 
in the air, and there twirled round for a confiderable_ time• 
all which he bears without any expreffi.on of pain or impa~ 
tience. Whatever he throws down of fruit, or the like, ia 
caught up with great avidity, and counted facred, , Some­
times the fkin has given way, and the perfQn has been dathed 
to pieces: fo now, in all that I have feen, cloth has been 
paffed round the middle, for the hooks to hold by. with the 
flcin. The ceremony may be feen in almoft every town 
once a-year. 

Another torture is after this manner : The man poffi, 
threads through each of his }ides, in fix places; and the 
threads being thirty yards long, and fixed at e·ach end, h~ 
dances backward and forward as in a rope walk. 

A third is running a Jpit of four feet long a1/ through the 
longue, and drawing it batlcW'ards and forwards. Befides 
which, I might mention fitting in one pofitim far years, ex~ 
pofed to fires in hot weather, and cold dews in cold wea­
ther. Many other things of a lilce n;iture are ~ornmo~ 
among them. 

I thall conclude with an intlance I have heard from fome 
of our religious brethren at Calcutta. Mr. Swartz; or on~ 
of the Malabarian miffionaries, related it to them. 

A certain 



A certain man, on, the Malabar coaft, had enquired of 
various devotees and priefts, how he might make atone­
me.nt for his fin; and at )aft he was &reeled to drive fron 
fpikes,. fufficiently blunted, through his fandals ; and on 
thefe fpikes he was. to place his aaked feet1 and walk ( if I 
miilake not) 250 cofs, that is abo1:1t 480 miles. If through 
lofs of blood, or vteaknefs of body, he was obnged to halt, 
he might ~ait for healing and fl:rength. _ He undertook the 
journey, and while he halted under a large lhady tree, where 
the Gofpel was fometimes preached, one of the miffiooaries 
came, and preached in his hearing, from thefe words, 'Ih, 
blood ef Jofur Chrift cleanfath from aJJ fin. While he was 
preaching, the man rofe up, threw off'his torturing fandals., 
lJnd cried out aloud~" This is what I want ; " and he became 
a lively witnefs, that the b}ood of Jefus Cbrift does cleanfo 
from all fins iadeed. 

It may appear a very formidable undertaking to go and 
preach among thefe poor defl:itute peri(hing fouls. Perhaps 
the beat of the-climate, and the barbarous manners of hea­
thens in general, may operate in part, as a difcauragement 
to fome, who would otherwife cordially engage in this fer­
vice; but where God maku willing, obf¼acles will compa­
ratively difappear. One part of the year the weather is cold 
_ enough : at night we can bear two or three blankets, and 
lhould be .unable to fleep for cold without them. In the 
day we ufe warm clothes and fires, efpecially in the upper 
parts of Bengal, whic~ lies in latitude 26° N. The 
country abounds with provilions at a cheap rate; fo that 
thoufands of the natives maintain themfe)ves and families, 
pay rent and cufl:oms, out of an income not exceeding 10S. 

~erling per month. 

Near 
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Near Mald11, at which place I rcfided, the pric~s ef 
provifions in common were as follow; but at Cal,utta 
they are much dearer : 

s. d. s. d. 
30 Fowls 2. 6 A Sheep 2 6 
16 Ducks 2 6 A Kid 0 8 

A Hog 2 6 A Lamb 0 8 
A Deer 2 6 

Pinc apples, mangoes, plantains, limes, melons, peaches, 
vegetables, and fi!h, very plenty and cheap; and other things 
in proportion. But ifan European muA: have a great houfe, 
a palanquin, a num'l1er of fervants, and eat and drink the 
unwholfome food brought from Europe; as hams, tongues, 
claret, porter, &c. Bengal may prove both an expenfive 
and unhealthy place to him; otherwife .the country may be 
enjoyed, and feveral fervants kept at a (mall expence.­
Some fervants are neceffary there, which would be quite 
fupedluous here; Cuch as a perfon to carry a chatta, or kind 
of umbrella; a cook, a wa!herman, and perhaps more: the 
moft expenfive of thefe is the cook, and his whole wages 
will amount to no more than 15s. per month at fartheft, and 
he find himfelf. Houfe-rent is the moA: expenli,ve article; 
for the lawful intereft of money in that country is 12 per· 
cent. and the Company allows eight. But for my part, I have 
lived in a boat for fix months together, as comfortably as 
any prince in Europe; and for 16 or 18s. a.miffionary may 
build an excellent houfe, with mud walls and 11:raw cover­
ing. I have done this alfo, and lived more comfortably than 
I do now in England: fo that the difficulties attending a 
Gofpel miffion are not infuperable ; if they appear fo, it is 
only at a diftance; and !hould they be ever fo great, in a 
fervice of this kind, we expect, thr9ugh God, to do vc1liantly. 

As 
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As to the learni11g of the language, it is a work attended 

with difficulties: but when the whole time is devoted to it, 
three or four months will bring a man through the greatefi: 
of them; and he will-begin to converfe with the natives, 
with great amufement and pleafure to him(elf, and profit to 
them. And as to the barbarity of thefe people, it is not 
with them as it is with other Pagans, of whom we have read 
and heard: for the Hindoos are certainly dtfl:inguifued from 
all people qn the face of the earth, for their harmlefs and 
inoffenfive hehaviour; and the province of Bengal, and its 
iohabitants, are proverbially difiinguilhed from all other 
parts of India, for their gentlenefs of manners, and harmlefs 

behaviour to their enemies, as well as their friends. I have 

·known among them men of confiderable power and autho­
rity, who were highly offended with me, becaufe they ima­
gined my work affected their interefts ( Acts ~x. 25) : but I 
lived within a mile of them, in a lonely houCe, with my win­

dows and doors wide open all night, without fword _or fire­
arms, and free from the fmallefi: apprehenfion of danger.­
However, this could not be prudently done in the neigh­
b0llrhood of Cal&11tta. 

In the year 1787 I began to learn to fpeak and write 
the Bengalee, Till the month of June or July of this year, 
I was engaged at Calcutta, and preached to a few Europeans 
there. In 1788 I could converfa freely with the natives, efpe­
cially with thofe I was well acquainted with. In 1789 I be­
gan to find that my pronunciation was generally very defec­
tive, and confequently my preaching, for the moft part, could 
not be undedl:ood: I had alCo begun to tranllate. I remained 
there the fecond time, from the middle of 1786, till the end 
of I 79 I; but had no thoughts of flaying there till about the 

beginning of 1787, nor did I fit down to the work till 

about the middle of that year : fo all the time ft1ent a­
mong them was five years and a half; but mofl- of this time 

lhave preached twice every LorJ', Day to a congregation 
gf 
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•f &rropeam in the -country. Confidcring this, and the 
d;.lnculties that mull necdfarilyoccur to the firfl adventurer, 
(for they have no -dicl:ionary, vocabulary, nor.pr;inted books 
to allift one, as .in European countries),; I lfay, confidcDing 
thefe things, the time may be reckoned ,but two or three 
years ; and I doubt not-but a 1perfon -of.a imoderate capacity 
may attain, in that time, .as much knowledge .of the Jan .. 
tuage as I have; and I can now exprefs myfelfin ,-prayer.~ 
preaching, and commfation, comfortably :fO myfelf, andfo .as 
to be .under.flood by others. 

rroiHN THOMAS,.· 

Letter from Hindoo -Chrijiian.s to:.tbe .Rt:v. Mr. -· 

GREAT SIR, Do!ed 7th ,month ,Mong, .l,J 98. 

WE finful Heathens for a long time :have ufed- :wQlllbip 
J.nd-ceremonies, according to our'.own paganiili fhafters and 
cuftoms, and we have been accuflomed to think, that diife­
rent kinds of people having diiferentkinds of lhafl:ers-•, would 
be faved by the works thereof. The ,deeds of th_e fuafier,, 
of this our country you will be acquainted with by converf-
ing with Mr. 'Ihomas. ' 

0 great Sir, though we thought thatmany nations had 
many kinds of lhafters, yet in the country of the Englifu we 
thought there was no fbafler at all ; for, ,concerni17g fin 
and holinefs, thofe that are here have no judgment at all. 
We have even thought that they were not men, but a kind 
.of other creatures like devourers. Within thefe fix y,ear$, 
it is our mercy and praife that Mr. John Thomas came into 
this country. Such a kind of ootum t pe!"(on we have nei-

• Holy )awe. 

t O0Tt1 M, or beft kind. They fay there are three forta of men in 
!be world-the ootum, muddheum, aad odclhum; that ii, the belt, 

middlini, and worft kh1d, 
ther 
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thcr fcen, heard, or known of, at any time. On his com­
ing here he employed me as Munlhee J and after I had 
taught him a little Bengalee, he alked me, Munfhee, If you 
were to die now, whither would you go? How can i tell, 
Sir? faid l; I lhall go where God will take me. True, faid 
he, But men in general, when they die, where do their fouls 
go? 1 anfwered, All men go to a place according to their 
works: the holy go into heaven, and the finner goes; into 
he.II. He afked me what heaven and hell, what fin and ho­
Jinefs were? to which I replied particularly. He fmiling 
faid, How could a· man be freed from his fins by fuch fuper­
ficial works as thefe? But none of us could anfwer him, on) y 
that it was written fo in our fhafters, and that our forefathers, 
from generation to generation, had fo obtained falvation: 
this was all we knew. Mr. 'Thomas knows the drift of our 
fhafi:ers, and will reprefent them to you. 

When he began to tell us how men could be faved, then 
we greatly wondered, and we thought within ourfclves, 

thefe ( Englijh) are the unclean; they have never had any 
iliafl:ers, and how lhould this man know the way of falva­
tion ? But we faid, Speak, Sir, and we will hear. He 
began to read to us the glad tidings of fa! vation out of the 
Bible; and as we heard him fpeak, we were amazed and 
rejoiced. Now we know certainly that this is the fhafier 
of God, and the way of falvation, This will ftand, and all 
others are utterly vain, 0 great Sir, we are now very 
thoughtful, and bethink ourfelves what have we been doing 
all this time ? We deferve the deep of hell as the fruit of 
our dt:Jings; at the thoughts of which we were greatly 
troubled. But THE GOSPEL is begun to be publilhed. Thi: 
books of Matthew, Mark, and James, are almoft ready, and 
the Gofpel is coming into our country. Our Sahaib has 
preached in many places; and wherever the people have 

F heard, 
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heard, there they have been amazed and glall, Several .,fw 
who were before workers of iniquity, have nov, underfiood 
the evil of it; which our Sahaib will make known to you. 

Now IT IS OUR WISH THAT THIS GREAT vVoRD 
w AS TRANSLATED INTO BE NG ALEE; as we hear, we 
make it known : but we are only a poor people, and can­
not do as we wilh. But we· hope, great Sir, you will have 
tompaffion upon us, AND SEND PREACHERS INTO THIS 
COUNTRY, AND THEM THAT WILL HELP FORWARD' 

THE TRAt-:SLATION; and that we linful people fl1all walk 
according to this word, for whofoever has faith in the Lord 
J efus Chrifl, will be cleanfcd from his fins by his blood, 
and we do hope that he will help us in all thefc particulars. 

Our hope refts in Him. 

Great Sir1 we have never feen before the ootuna people ; 
the fir ft we ever faw was Mr. Thomas; and by him we know 
that the greater people will fhew cornpaffion. Of other 

things we will write hereafter. This is all. 

• Shree Parbotee, Brahman. 
Shree Ram Ram Bojhoo, Caejlo. 

ON January 10, 1793, another Committee Meeting 
was held at Kettering, when the Secretary reported the re­

fult of his enquiries refpelting Mr. THoMAs, which were­

fatisfaltory to all prefent. 

The Committee being fully of opinion that a door was­
now open in the Eqjl Indies, for preaching the gofpel to the 

Heathen, agreed to invite Mr. THOMAS to go out under 
the patronage of the Society, engaging to furnith him with 

a companion, if a fuitable one could be obtained. Brother 
CAREY 
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6culty; for when at one period it Ceemed as though thl.'I 

whole undertaking would be fruil:rated, that which threat-:­
ened evil, brought forth good) and proved the very means 
of all his family going with him. 

Before their departure we fpent a folemn day with our 
brethren at Lciujler (March 20, 1793). The forenooq 
was devoted to prayer: In the afternoon brother THOMA$ 

preached from Pfa. xvi. 4, and a public collection was 
made for the miffion: In the evening brother HoGG deliver­
ed a fuitable dikourfe on the folemn oq:alion, fr<>m Alls 
xxi. 14. and after him brother FULLER addrelTed the mif~ 
fionaries from Johll xx. 2 J ,-This fervice was peculiarly 
,dfecl:ing.--After public worfhip, a Letter was drawn 
up, addrefred to the Hindoo Chrifl:ians in India, to whofe 
converfion brother THOMAS had already been infi-rumentalJ 
and figned by the Committee and other brc,thren prefent. 

The jubjlance of the Charge delivered by our Brother. 
FuLLER to the M1ss10N ARIES at the.parting Meet­
ing at LEIC.ESTER, 

MY VER y DEAR BRETHREN! 

EVERY part of the folemnities of this day mu~. 
needs be'affeB:ing; but if there be one part which is more 
fo than the refr, it is that which is allotted to me, delivering 
to you a folemn parting addrefs. N everthelefs, I mufr ac.,. 

knowledge, that the hope of your undertakings being 
crowned with fuccefs, [wallows up all my forrow. I could 
myfelf go without a tear, fo at leafr I think, and leave all my 
friends and connexions, in fuch a glorious caufe. Impref­
{ed, therefore, with thefe fentiments, I can the more readily 
and cheerfully part with you. 

My 



( 37 ] 
My dear brethren ! Let me addrefs you in the words of 

.()Ur LoRD JESUS to his difciples, John xx. 21, Peace he 
µnto you, as my Father ftnt me, Jo find I you! The whole of 
this language was fweet, efpecially confidering the troubles 
,of their hearts to whom it was primarily addre!Ted. The 
preface is fweet, Peace be unto you-as if he had faid, All is 
well as to the pall:, and all fliall be well as to the foture,­
The commiffion irfelf is fweet. Nothing cou1d well be 
more grateful to thofc who loved CHRIST, than to be em­
pl.oyed by him on fuch an er-rand, and to have fueh an ex­
~mple to imitate: 

There is, to be fore, a great difparity between your 
million and that of CHIUST. He came to offer himfelf a 
facrifice for fin, and by his bfood to obtain eterna1 falvation 
for poor lofl: linners. Yet, notwithfi:anding this difparity, 
there are various points of likenefs between your undertak­
ing and that of your Lo RD and Mafi:er. I lball fingle out 
three or four, which I would wiili to imprefs upon your 
µiind~. Thefe are, The ohjells you mufr keep in view;­
The direc,;ons you mufl: obferve ;-The difficulties you mufl: 
~ncounter ;-and the reward you may expect 

Firjl, There is an analogy between the OBJECTS of 
CHRIST'S miffion and thofe of your's.-The great objects 
of his million were to glorify Goo, and to feek and to fave 
)oft fouls ; and your's are the fame.-Men and devils had 
difhonoured Goo; they had virtually called him a hard 
mafl:er; had thrown off his yoke, and reprefented him, in 
the punifhment of fin, as a Being whofe ways were not 
~quaL B1J.t CHR_1sr, by his obedience and death, rolled 
away thefe reproaches!-By the former, that is, by making 
it his meat and drink to do the will of his Father, he. proved, 
in the face of a rebellious world, that his yoke w;1s ea(r, 
f1nd his burden light. By the latter, that is, by enduring 
Jhe full penalty of the divine law without a murmuring 

thouzht, 
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thought, he m:mifefied its equity, declaring in eff'etl: that 
God was in the right, and that man deferved to fall a facri­
fice to his juftice. You alfo, my brethren, have to glorify 
Gon, and that both by your cheerful obedience to his will, 
and by patiently enduring affiicl:ion. The heathen .wilt 
judge of the characl:er of your Goo, and of your religion, 
by what they fee of your own characl:er. Beware that you 
do not rnifreprefcnt your bleJTed Lord .and his glorious 
gofpcl. It is a great encouragement to be engaged -in the 
fame caufe with Chrift himfelf. Does he ride forth as on a 
white horfe, in righteoufnefo judging, and making war? 
( Rev. xix.) Ye are called, like the refr of the armies of 
heaven, to follow him on white horfes, purfuing the fame 
glorious objecl:, that India may be conquered by his truth. 
May you be able, at the clofe of your lives, to fay, after the 
example of your Lord, " I have glorified thee on earth, 
"I have finilhed the work which thou gavefr me to do."-. 
CHRIST was fent of the Father, not only to glorify his 
name, but to feek and to fave that which was l.ofi; and fuch, 
my brethren, is your errand. Go then, after your Saviour's 
example, go in purfuit of the loll: 111eep ;· follow after them~ 
fearch and firi.d them out, that they may be brought home to 
his fold, from the dark mountains whither they ·have wan 4 

clered, and gathered from the dreary defarts ·whither they 
have been fcattered in the dark and cloudy day; that they 
may be delivered from the errors and abominations of the 
He?.then, and be brought to the knowledge and enjoymeni 
of Gon. 

Secondly, CHRIST, in the execution ofhis miffion, was 
under the DIRECTION of him that fent him, and you mull: 
be the fame. As mediator, he always acl:ed as the Father's 
fervant. Though a Son, and as fuch equal with Gon, yet 
in his ojficial capacity he learned obedience. It is empha­

tically faid of him, he both did and taught; and in both he 
inflexibly 
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inflexibly adhered to the directions of him that Cent him. l 
,ame down from heaven not to do my own will, but the will qf 
him who Jent me. 1 have not Jpoken of myftlf, but the Fathr:r 
who.Jent me, he gave me commandment wklat I Jhould fay, and 
what 1 jhould Jpeak. CHRIST acl:ed as the Father's fer­
vant; and you are the fervants of CHR 1ST. There is a 
woe upon any miniJl:er ifhe preach not the gofpel of Chriil:7 

but efpecially upon thofe whofe bufinefs it is to preach the 
Gofpel among the Heathen. Among us, if you do not preach 
the gofpel of Chri~ others will; but there-, 211 1 under God, 
will depend upon you. When the Lord fidl: planted the 
Ifraelites in Canaan, he planted them wholly a right feed.­
Be exceedingly careful to follow this example. See that 
the doB:rines you teach, and the duties you inculcate, be not 
your's, but HIS who fent you. A right feed is neceffary to 
a profitable harveJl:. You muJl: likewife do the wilJ of 
Chriil, as well as teach it, and that afte~ his exam pi~. He 
pleafed not himfelf. Perhaps no men mufr e-xpea to 
have their wills fo often crolTed, or to meet with fo frequent 
calls for felf-denial, as thofe who embark in fuch an under­

taking as your's. This leads me to obf::rve, 

Thirdly, CHRIST, in the execution of his miffion, had 

great DIFFICULTIES and trials to encounter, and you muft 
expetl: the fame. The trials of your LoRD were partly 
from pain, and partly from ,ontempt. Great were the hard­
fhips he had to wndergo. Foxes had holes, and birds ha<l 
nell-s, but he had not where to lay his head. And not­

withfianding all that your brethren can do to m::ke you 
comfortable, you may expetl: to tafi:e of the fame cup.­
Your Lord was alfo expofed to contempt. He is mad, faiJ 
they, why hear ye him? If thefe things were done to the 

green tree, what may be expecl:ed of the dry ? But JES 1.: s 
endured the croft, and difpijed the Jhame. D.fay you be en­

abled to follow his example. He met wir!l trial~, not only 
from 
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from open enemies, but from pretended (ricnds. Tho(e· 
who ate of his bread lifted up the heel againfl: him, Be-­
rrayed, denied, and forfaken, he yet perfevered ; nor did he 
dc/ift till he could declare, _It is finijhcd. Then, when he 
could appeal to him who fent him, faying, I have finilhed 
the work which thou gavell me to do, then, he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghofl: ! What an example for you 
to follow. 

Fourth!y, CHRIST was not fent forth in his undertaking 
without a promife of fupport in it, and a glorious reward for 
it. It was predicted -of him, he !hall not fail nor be di(cou­
raged, till he have brought forth judgment unto victory.­
This implied, that he would meet with much to difcourage 
him. If many waters could have quenched his love, it had 
been quenched: but divine Omnipotence fupported him. 
And as his Father fent him, fo fends he you, Faithfully 
has he promifed to be with you always to the end of the 
world. The divine Father promifed him fouls for his hire; 
that he lhould fee of the travail of his foul, and be fatisfied. 
And herei1i, as the Father Cent him, fo fends he you. You 
alfo !hall have you~ reward. The joy fet before him encou­
raged him to endure the crofs; you alfo- fhall enter into the 
joy of your Lord. Keep that joy in your view; for it is a 
fa.i:hful faying, If we fuffer with him, we jhall a/fa reign with 
him. Hearken to the promife of your Lord and Mafter, 
" for his fayings are very true," To him that overcometh will 
J grant to fit down with me in my throne, as I a!Jo have over­
ome and am fat down with my Father in his throne. 

Go then, my dear brethren, fl:imubted by thefe profpects. 
We lhall meet again. Crowns of glory await you and us. 
Each, I truil, will be addrdfed at the Jail: day, by our great 
Redeemer, Came, ye bleffed of my Father ;-theft were hun­
gr;·, and JOU fad them; athirjl, and you gave them drink; i11 

p.-ifan, and you vijited th(m;-1nter ye int/J the joy of your 
Lmi. AMEN', Copy 
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·copy of a Letter figned by the Minijlers and other chrif­
tian Friends,on ajolemn day of prayer at LEICESTER, 

previous to the departure of our Mij/ionaries for 
INDIA. 

'!'he Society for propagating the Gotpel among the Hea­
then, to Ram Ram Bojhoo, Parbotee, and all in India 
who call upon the Name of Jcjus Chr!fl our Lord, both 
their's and our's. 

DEARL y BELOVED BRETHREN, • 

WE rejoice that we have an Opportunity of addreffing 
·thofe as fellow-chrifrians, who till lately were loft in hea­
'then darknefs and fuperftition. The accounts which.our 
'beloved brother THOMAS has given of you. !rave greatly 
refrefhed us. For many years v.,e have been praying fo 
'Gdd on your"behalf; we knew but little of what our dear 
brother THoMAS was doing ~mong you, but had united to­
gether before we heard of his being in E,rg/and, for the 
purpofe of fending the gofpel ire to heathen countries. It 

:was by the fpecial providence of God that we heard of him, 
and of the fhte of things among you. We thankfully em­
·braced the opportunity, .lnd have eve·r fince been heartily 
engaged in promotin·g the good work. ·From .dfla founaed 
out the word of the Lord info Europe; glad thall we be to 
have that joyful found reverberate to Ajia again, and extend 
to every other part of the earth ! 

You requeil:ed in your letter fent to one of our brethren, 
that ·" Miffionaries might be fent to preach the Gofpel 
" among you, and to help forward the tranflatioil of the 
" word of God." For thefe purpofes we recommend to 
you our much efl:eemed brethren THOMAS and CAREY, 

men who we are perfuaded, are willing to h;:.:,;ard their lives 
G fur 
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for the name of the Lord J efus; men who will (l!ek not 
your's, but you; men who, thougl1 not pretendiHg to i1-1-

fallibility, we doubt not, will labour to tran/late the Bible 

as fa(l as they are able; who will teach you the word of the 

Lord in truth, and adorn the doctrine they preach, by a life 
of holinefs, righteoulnefs, and goodnefs. Receive them i11 
the Lord, ;md {hengthen their hands by uniting with them 
in every good word and work. 

\Ve hope that upon the arrival of our brethren, you 
will be folemnl y baptized, in the name of the Father,. the­
Son, and the Holy Spirit, the one living and true God> 
thereby putting on the Lord Jefus Chrift, making an open 
profeffion of his name. Expect perfecutions and reproaches. 

All that will live godly in Chrift Jefus mufi: fuffer perfe­
cution, becaufe the hearts of men are by nature at enmity 
with God, and true religion. But be not dilheartened;. 
tribulations will turn to your advantage, and the furtherance 

of the gofpel, through the bleffing of your and our God, who 
will be with you to fupport you in all your affiicl:ions.-,-­
Onl y let your converfation be as becometh the gofpel of 
Chrifi:, that the ene.nies of godlinefs may have no evil thing 

to fay of you. Shun all evil company, and aU idolatrous 
a[emblies and cuftoms, " Come ye out from among them, 
,i and be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the un­
" clean thing, and I will receive you; an<l will be a father 
'" to you, and you £hall be my fons and <laughters~ faith the 

" Lord Almighty." 

N everthelefs, thou;;h- you hare no JeHowfhrp wrth- the 
ur.converted in their evil works, ye, be courteous, kind, 
affable, pitiful, and ready to do good to all men,, even lo your 

enemies as occafions may offer. Be faithful and jutl in 
all your dealings, fpeaking the truth, and 2.cl:ing with up­

rightnefs. Pray for thofe that perfecute you. Collfider 

\Vho it is that maket~ you differ, and pray that the fame al-
mighty 
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mighty love which hath conq!..lered your hearts may con­
quer their's. Let unchafiity, and all manner of unclean­

nefs, and all intemperance in eating or drinking, be un­
known among you. Put far away all lying, and deceit, 
and treachery, and double dealing. Be fubjecl: to the laws 
of your country, in all things not contrary to the laws of 
God. Be obedient to your fuperiors, and compaffionate 
to your inferiors. Be faithful in all° your relative connec­
tions. Cultivate love, mecknefs, gentlenefs, goodnefs, and 
mercy. If any of you be overtaken in a fault, be ready to 
reclaim and forgive, as Chritl: alfo has forgiven you. You 
hav~ read the eighteenth chapter 9f Matthew on this fob­
jecl:. If any turn back after profeffing the name of Chrift, 
and are not to be reclaimed, be not ftumbled at it, but 
withdraw yolirfelves from all fellow!hip with them. Such 
things will be permitted to try your fincerity. In lhort, in 
your fpirit and conducl: le.t yo1..1r countrymen behold the 
holy tendency of the doctrine of Chrifi-, and we doubt 

not but God, your own God, will blefs and multiply you 
abundantly. 

Dear brother Ram Ram Bojhoo ! 
Thoufands in our foletnn aITemblies have read and funo-* 

0 

your Gofpel Hymn, with joy, and hope, and brotherly 
love! Your fentiments and feelings are our's ! We feel 

that we are brethren ! Though wide oceans divide us, we 
are of one fpirit ! 1,V e have heard of your labours of love. 

Go on, very dear brother, and by every mean in your 
power, dilfeminate the knowledge of Jefus Chrifi:. Teach 
the gofpel which you have heard anc! learned. Teach your 
countrymen, by pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs, to 
_make melody in their hearts to the Lord. 

• It has been thrown into Engli/h Metre, and fung in many of our 
prayer meetings for the fpread of the gofpel,-See the clofe of this 
111imbtr. 

G 2 Dear 
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Dear brother Parbotce .f 

We have been made acquainted with the aff'ec\ing cir­
cumfhinces of your converfion to our Lord J efus Chrift *; 
and we greatly rejoice with you, and for you. It does our 
hearts good to hear of your readinefs to avow your attach­
ment to him; and that you have declared yourfelf ready tQ 
encounter all the difficulties and perfecutions that might fol­
law your being baptized in his name. Go on, dear bro-, 
ther. Eternal life is before you! Be you alfo a helper of 
our brcthreni Endeavour by every mean to teach others 
what you know of Chrift; and adorn your profeffion by aq 
unblemiilied converfation. 

Might we add (furely w~ may) dear brother Mohun 
Chuntl? • 

We have heard of your ferious attention to the preach-, 
ing of the gofpel, of your being convinced by it that you' 
was a great finner before God, that there was no refug~ for 
you among all your jhqjlers, and that the gofpel alone was of 
God, difcovering the way of falvation ;-and farther, that 
you had difufed the idolatrous worlhip of your. countrymen;. 
had forbidden the vain homage paid you by the deluded 
people, and had fubjecl:ed yourfelf to temporal lofs for 
Chrift's fake :-yes, we have heard of your adherence to the 
gofpel when vifited by Parbotee, previous to his converfion~ 
and how when threatened by him. ref peeling Jojing. u!fl., , 
you left the company, and went and poured out your. corn-, 
plaint to God in prayer. And moreover, when he q1me to 
you in the agony of his foul, requefting to hear the gofpel,. 
you direcl:ed him in the way of eternal life: 0 brother 
Mohu.n Chund .f can you think how it grieved us to hear af­
~er all this, that your heart failed you in a time of trial : 

(hat 
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tbat you difi"embled for a piece of bread ! Surely your heart 

~as ere now {mitten you! Our Redeemer is merciful! Re­
member Simon Peter I But he alfo is holy, and jealous-of. 
his honour, He who dmieth him before men, and ,repenteth 
n,ot, him will he deny before his Father, and the holy angels ! 

Dearly beloved brethren, farewell_! Thoufands of 
_wayers have already been offered up on your behalf ! 
'I'houfands more will follow.! Let us have you('s for us 
jn return! <J'he grace of our Lord Jifus Chrijl, the love of 
(}od, ,and the communion of. the Holy Spirit be with yo,e al!. 

,4m.en! 4men, 

ON June I 3; 1793, the miffionaries fet fail on board_ 
the. Princejfa Maria, a Danilh Eafi- lndiaman, Captain 
Chrifl:mas. The Annual Affociation at Northampton was 
pear that time, and the foHowing-addrefs to the Churches 
w~s.pu_bli!hed in their Circular Letter-

44drejs of the MiJJijlers and Me.ffengers of the Nor­
thampton /lj[ociation, to the Jroeral ajfociated 
Churches, 

j)EAR. BRETHREN, 

HA YING again enjoyed our annual interview with 
each other, and heard -the accounts you fent us of your 
1late, which, on the whole, afforded us ground of thank­
fulnefs and pleafore; • you will be expecting to receive from 
us-the ufual circular addrefs, whereby we have been accuf­
fomed .to fi-ir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, 
that we might ellablilh•you in -your mofi: -holy faith, and 
rrovoke you to love and good works. 

l.Q _ order to avoid too great a famenefs .in ou.r epiJl:les, 
and 



and that they might prove more cxtenfively ureful, we hav~ 
been ufed to feled before-hand fome divine fubjell:, and to 
appoint one of our brethren to difcufs it in the general. 
Letter, previous to our yearly meeting; that it might then 
be read before the minifters and melTengers of the alTociated 
churches, and receive their cqrrellion and approbation. 
The !aft fubjecl: on which we addreffed you, was GoDLY 
Zi::AL, and we hope that excellent grace was not defcribed 
and recommended in vain. We blefs God that fince the 
publication of that letter, }'OU have had an opportunity of 
exerting your zeal, by encouraging an attempt, too long 
ncglecl:ed by ourfelvcs, and our predecelfors, to fpread the 
glorious Gofpel of our bleffed Lord in the Heathen world. 
- \Ve had propofed this year to have written to you upon 
JoY rn Gon; and though mournful occurrences have 
taken place in the world around; yet neither the dreadful 
fi-agnation of trade, nor the horrid calamities of war, would 
have rendered it unfeafonable to encourage the fons of 
Zion to rejoice in their King. It certainly becomes us

1
to 

mourn for the diftreffes of our country, and the miferies of 
mankind ; for the abominations of the land, and the low 
efi-ate of the church ; and above all, for the defects of our 
own characters, and the evils of our beans and lives: but 
all thefe cau(es of grief are not incompatible with joy in 
the Holy Spirit. We may glory in tribulation; and even 
in the midft of penitential forrow, our fouls may exult in 
the riches of grace, and triumph in redeeming love. 

May your facred joy be increafed, though our letter on 
that fubjecl: is deferred, through the unexpected removal of 
our beloved brother who was appointed to draw it up. By 
his being called away from his ftation among us, to attend 
our other dear brother, who had already reaped fome firft~ 
fruits unto God from the regions of lndojlan, we have loft 
a Letter upon Joy; but we have found a new fubject for 

the 
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the exercife of that delightful grace. His brethren, wh 
valued his company and friendfhip, cannot amidfl: all the 
regrets occalioned by his departure, refrain from joy; and 
even his affectionate people, who are for a time left defii­
tute of a pa!l:or, are enabled to rejoice that they ha<l fuch 
a facrifice to make; and that the love of Chri!l: confirained 
him t~ leave the connecl:ions he loved, and made them 
willing to acquiefce in the call of God. BlelTed be our 
divine Saviour who p~t into his heart, for many years pafr, 
fo peqiliar·a folicitude for the falvation of the Heathen: 

, and has now given him an opportunity for the r.oble!l: gra-

tification that earth can afford. He, and all his family, with 

his guide and fellow-labourer, are, we truft, rejoicing in 

that God who rules the ocean which furrounds them ; 
while the Indian converts are longing ar.d waiting for the 
arrival of the miffionaries they requefl-ed. \Ve will follow 
them with our moft ardent prayers, hoping before this time 
twelve months to have goo4 news from a far country, to 
furniJh our churches with further ground of rejoicing. 

Yes, beloved, we have fown, not without tears of joy; 
and we tru!l: in God, that in due feafon, we fuall reap not 
fainting. You generally know with how fmall a beginning 

our little fociety for propagating the gofpel commenced ; 
and you fee how furprizingly and fpeedily God has prof­
pered and fucceede<l our attempts. Before Zion travailed 

ihe brought forth. Before our fociety was formed, one of 
our brethren was employed, unknown to us, in the geed 
work, and fame feals had been granted to his miniilry. 
The HindotJs had written for miffionaries, while we were: 

forming our plan, and their anfwer to our enquiry was at 

hand, while we were afking \Vhither ili1ll we firf!: frnd 
forth in the name of the Lord of Hofl:s ?....,... The account of 

the Rife of our Society is already in mo!l: of your hands, 

and in due time farther particulars will be laid before you, 
;mJ 



:and our friends in gc~r-al. ln the mean while it was prc, .. 
pofod -at the Allociation, that for this time, inll:ead of the 
ufual inftrucl:ions circulated through the churches, we 
fl10uld give you a copy of the charge delivered 'to ou·r 
!m::thren at our folemn parting with them, and Jikewife•df 
the letter -addrelfed to the Hindoos. This, it was faid,would 
be gratifying to many, while it would tend to keep alive 
t~e zealous concern that has been felt ·for the falvation (jf 
,the Heathen. That concern, we are happy to fay, has not 
been confined to our a1Tociated connecl:ions, though it has 
lilread through it pretty generally. 

'-Vith gratitude to the God of all grace, and to our dear 
brethren in various parts of the kingdom, we acknowledge 
that he has f'.:irred up their hearts to concur with our de-, 
fign, and to fend us generous aid frorn the diftant extremi­
ties of the land. • You know already how early and hO'w 
liberally we received encouragement frorn Birmingham.; 
where a correfponding fociety was immediately eftablilh­
ed in aid of the million; and by the inll:rumentality of our 
acl:ive friends, we foon derived farther affifiance from feve­
ral churches in Warwick/hire, Shropjhire, and other adja.;. 
cent counties. From Yark/hire, and its borders, where our 

brethren, unknown to us, had chofen the fame fubjea of 

chrjjlian zeal for their !aft year's letter, we foon received 
a noble evidence that they had not be~n meditating on a 
topic they did not feel. The eftablilhment of a fociety 

there, which fertt us two hundred.pound1 in proof of their 
fraternity, caufed our hearts to rejoice in that union which 
flows from the love of CHRIST, From many of our Jifter 
churches, both in the neighbourhood of this a1Tociation, and 
in more remote parts of the ifland, we have received fub­
ftantial fuccour; in fome inll:ances unfolicited, and in many 
beyond our expectations. From Newcaflle, and Piymouth­

Do,k, Cambridge and Luton, D,vizri, and Bath, and Frome; 
from 
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from Cevera! places in Hamp/hire, Suffolk, E..ffexand Kent, have 
kind and confiderable donations been tranfmitted. Br!JM, 
and the great Metropolis of our land, have lent affifl:ance in 
this good work, with a generofity for which the inhabitants 
of thofe cities have long been renowned; and which the 
fad ihocks given to commerce and public credit, before 
their benefacl:ions were folicitcd, could not fupprefs. Nor 
has this encouragement been received merely from our own 
denomioation. Though this Society honefi:ly acknow­
ledged that its founders were of the particular haptifl per­
fuafion, we are fore it was not the jnterefl: of a party they 
wilhed to promote, but the glory of our divine Lord, and 
the falvation of immortal fouls. Hence it was p-ropofed at 
firft, if .no opening was foon found for a- baptift miffion, to 
have requefted the Preflyterian and the Moravian brethren, 
who had been already employed in labouring among the 
Heathen, to accept·fome affifl:ance from our fubfcriptions: 
for by the leave of the God of heaven, we were determined 
to do· fome~bat towarct propagating his gofpel in pagan 
lands. The providence of God pointing out fo fpeedily a 
fphere of acl:ion fufficient to require all our exertions, pre~ 
vented this teftimony of of(r brotherly love for the prefent i 
but he who knew our hearts in the requefl:, has inclined our 
brethren to lhew us favour. Our ptCdobaptifl brethren 
have not looked upon us with a jealous eye j but wangelicai 
epif,opaiians, as well as different claffes of di!Jent1n, notwith­
franding their difference of judgment and pracl:ice refpecl:­
ing one of tlie pofitive infl:itutions of the New Tefia,ment, 
have befriended our defign; and fame friends belonging to 
the people called qualers, who fuppofe the ordinance from 
which we are denominated has ceafed, have fent in unfoli­
cited aid. One of the minifters of the unitas Jratrrnun Cent 
us pecuniary affiftance; • and another io a moll: friendly 
letter expreffed his earneft wilhes for our fticcefs,.a-nd with 

great candour and piety, an(wered Come of our prin~ eo-. 
H quiries 
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qurries refpeaing the needful qualifications of millionarie~. 
and the advice proper to be given them. 

Dearly beloved brethren, what flrnll we render unto 
God for all his good·nels towards us! We have complained' 
with the church of old, lfa. ,--xvi. I 7, I 8, that We had not 
u·,·tmgbt any deliverance in the earth, neither have the inha­
bitants of the wcrld fallen, before the weapons of our war­
fure ! But we truft our Lord is going forth cor.quering 
:md to conquer. In the name of our God will we lift up 
our banners, and we hope we !hall Coon ling of the triumphs­
of his crofs. Our brethren are gone out upon an arduous 
undertaking. Their difficulties wm be many : and they 
are but imperfect men. Let us pray daily for them, : : And 
look out for frelb openi11gs tfl the heathen world._ . Deny 
)'Ourfelves in fuperfluous expences, and fa.ve more for God, 
-About nineteen parts of the world out of thirty ar~ 
pagans ft ill! And ftill the Eaftern and W eftern antichrift 
count their votaries by millions. 0 pity a benighted 
world! Let the love of Chrift conftrain you. Surely <>ur 
Redeemer has not yet received one half of the i-eward M 
merited by the travail of his foul. 

Let it appear that ·you have Come degree of the fame 
kind of love to fouls that was in Chrift Jefus ! His love to 
i:·nmortal fouls induced him to lay himfelf out for their good 
inceffantly. When he was found in fafhion 'as a man, and 
felt all the innocent infirmities of humanity, the profpecl: of 
'faving a Samaritan Adultrefs made him forget his own hun­
ger and fatigue, and the delight his mind took in his Fa­
ther's bufinefs infufed fre{h vigour into his weary body. 
All through his life on earth it was his meat and his drink 
to be doing good, though he inceff'antly endured the con­
tradicl:ion of finners againft himfelf: an4 though their 

enmity became mQre and more inveterate, he was not to 
be 
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attt:nd him, they ifet off in good health and fpirits. One of 
them wrote :thus to a minifter in London', at tbree o'clock 
in the morning of their departure:-'' The ihip js come­
the fignal made-the guns :are fired-and we are going 
with a :fine fair wind. Farewell, my dear brethren and 
fifiers, farewell. May the God of Jacob be our's and 
your's, by fea and land, for time and eternity! Mofi affec­
tionately adieu!"-All circum£lances combine to encou­
rage us, beloved brethren, to go on in this attempt. Future 
difficulties may occur, but he that has helped us thus far, 
wilt !Hll be a God at hand, and a God afar off; to help 
us at home, and them abroad. Let us rely upon him. 
And if you do not find your utmoft hopes accompli!hed 
on their firft arrival, be not di!heartened. Remember how 
long David Brainerd laboured among the Indians in North­
.America, before his labours were crowned with fuch great 
fuccefs. And in Greenland, the Moravian brethren waited 
a confiderable time before_ the feed they fowcd in that un-' 
hofpitable climate began to promife a joyful harveft. But 
if the bujbandman waitetb far the precious fruit if the earth, 
and bath long patience far it, until he receive the early and 
the latter rain; he ye alfo patient; Jlahlijh your heartJ; for 
tbe coming of the Lord draweth nigh_; then the reapers !hall 
:receive their wages, and gather fruit unt_o eternal life, that 

'both he that faweth, and he that reapeth, may rejoice together. 

Dear brethren, we clofe this !hort epillle, by committing 
you to God, and to the word of his grace; praying that 
while we, and you, are felicitous for the falvation of thofe 
that were brought up in Heathenifm, we may alfo find 'the 
work of the Lord goin_g forward among ourfelves; that 
many fouls may be effecl:ually awakened, convinced and 
converted in our congregations, who, though they have 
been brought up in a land of gofpeJ light, are at prefent, 

as far from -yital godlinefs as profeffed 1n1gans: and may 
each 
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each of us, who have already ptofdkd to have been turned 
from darknefs unto light, be enabled to walk~ the children 
of the light, and of the day; having no f~l1owlh1p with 
the unfruitful works of darknefs; but living as fuch who 
are the lights of the world, the falt of the earth. Your 
privileges are glorious, your obligai:ions are proportionable. 
Your principles tend in the moft powerful manner to con­
firain you to depart from all iniqujty, and to abound in the 

work of the Lord. If, indeed, you blow thofe things 
which are contained in the gofpel of Jefus, happy are ye if 
your whole deportment evinces ·the influence of evangelical 

truth upon your hearts and lives! The grace of our Lord 
Jefos Chrift be with you all. Amen! 

NORTHAMPTON, June 6, 1793. 

Auguft 4, 1794. Several of our friends having re­
ceived letters from the miffionaries *, a Committee Meet­
ing was held at Gui/faorough, and the different letters read; 
on which the following refolutions were agreed to-

I. That the fame falary of 1501. allowed to our 
brethren CAR.EY and THOMAS for the firft year, be con­
tinued the fecond year, beginning Nov. 7, 1794, and to be 
equally divided between them. 

II. That as it will be neceffary for fome time, that 
they 1hould have the affiftance of fome of the natives, in 
order to enable them to learn the Shanfcrit and Bmgal 
languages, the fum of 2ol. per annum be allowed to each,_ 

towar-ds the difcharge of thofe extra expences. 

• Accounts ofthefafe arrival of Mrs. THOMAS and her daughter 
had come to hand befon:, direct intelligence was received from the 

Miffiona~ies tbemfclves, 

III. That 
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III. That in' confideration of brother CARBY's family 
being the moR: numerous and expenfive, the fum of 20!, 

be added to his income. 

IV. That a Polyglott Bible, and a Malay Tellamcnt, 
b.c fent to our brethren, to be added to the Societies 
Library in Bengal. 

V. That a brief account of the origin and proceed­
ings of this fociety be printed, together with Cuch extracl:s 
from the correfpondence of the miffionaries, a$ may ap. 
pear likely to convey to the public a true ll:ate of the 
mi.ffiQil, and tend to promote t~e intereA:s of the fociety. 

Extral!s from Letters received from Brother CAREY, 

from the ~ime of hi.r Arrival in INDIA to Febru~ 
ary 1794 inclufive, 

To the Church at LUCESTER, lately und~r his P '!fiaral Care, 

BANt>ELL, Dec. ~5, 1793• 

MY VERY DEAR FRIENDS, 

LONG before this time I expecl:ed to have fent you 
:m account of my welfare and of the dealings of God with 
me; but having been prevented till now, I embrace tile 
prefent opportunity with pleafure, and referring you t9 

Mr. Y--- for an account of my voyage and all the 
incidents relating to it, I lhall principally addrefs myfelf to 
you ( as to thofe whofe eternal welfare I have much at heart) 
refpe8:ing the things of God. Often do I recollecl: with 
a mixture of pleafure and pain, th.e f weet communion which 
I have enjoyed with you.-To J'ou I delighted not only to 
communicate the gofpel of Chrifr, but my own (oul a!Co, 
becau(e you were dear unto me; and particularly ·lhall I 
always remember the memorable time of my parting fro111 
you-that was indeed the trial of love; but the great un-

dertaking 
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tlutakrng in which I am engaged preponderated, and fiirl 
weighs down in my mind every other confideration .. 

I have certainly loll much facial pleafure !ince I came 
hither, as I cannot preach yet, except to my own family, 
not being fufficiently acciuainted with the language; nor 
have I at prefcnt more than one chrifiian friend to whom I 
can open my mind, befides my dear colleague Mr. 'lhomas. 
-I am furrounded by heathens-all place:i in the country 
are full of monuments of idolatry, and every morning great 
numbers of people may be feen at the rivers tide paying 
their devotion to the water, which they take up in handfuls 
and pray to in the moil: fervent manner*· Temples to 

Seeh, Bijlmo, and Brimha are every where to be feen; and 

• A veneration for the elements, but cfpecially fire and water, feem 
to have been common to all the ancient Eallem nations. The Medes 
and Perlians contidered fire and water as the only true images of the 
divinity; and it is evident, that the Hindoos, if they .do not worthip 
fire, hold it in religious reipea. Every day at fun-rife the priell:s go 
to fome river, or to the tanks of their temples, to perform the S::11:idi­
vaney, or worlhip to Brahma the fupreme. 

SKETCHES 01' THE Hrnooos, Vol. i. 1-'· 131.. 

Of all their rivers, the GANGES is moll: highly venerated, becaufe 
as they fay, it take5 away all the fpats of tin, and therefore the Indians 
gu in crouds to walh in it. This virtue they fay belongs to this river, 
becaufe it does not take its fource from the bofom of t!-.e earth, but 
fpringing from the foot of their god V1sHN0t1, it defcends from heaven 
into the paradife of Devendre, Hd from thence into Hindo/lan.­
This river was believed by many ancient Jews and Chrillians to be 
the P1s0N of P:uadife (Gen. ii, 10). It takes its rife.from the moun­
tains of Thibet, thence proceeding to the \Veil ; after wandi:ring 
through different valleys, it rulhes through an opening in the mgun­
tain1. ::t Hurd.war, and flows a linooth navigable llrearn in I courf~ of 
about 1350 miles through the plains of Hindoll:an to the te:i.. At th~ 
diftancc o~ 500 miles from the fea the channel is 30 feet deep when 
the river is at the lowelt. 

See l\1AJ0a RBNNIL·s Mlp an,J Memoirs. 

Bowen 



iowers tonfecrated to facred purpofes, are preferved grow­
ing in rhe fheets of the moft populous places.:- Burning 
women with their hulbands, is a pracl:ice too frequent* : 

• This inhuman praaice at prel'ent prevails moll i11 the Mahratt.i 
dominions, and in the cou11tries of the ancient Rajahs, where inftances 
of the kind are frequently to be met with. Their LAW fays," It is 
" proper for a woman to bum herfelf with her hufband's corpfe," and 
the Bramins teach that t\iQfewho burn themfelves, with their hufbands, • 
fuall be exalted to the SuTTEli, or bigheft (phere, where the God 
BR HIM A, and his particular favorites relide, 

A nu~ber of ir.ftances have baen given to the public by Europea.ns 
who have been witnelres to the miferable fcene. Two cafes may giv~ 
the reader of thefe {beets fome idea of this BARBAROU s rite. The firft 
is thus defcribed by Mr. HODGES. 

"The perl"on whom I faw was of the BHYSE (ormercbant)caft;. 
upon my repairing Lo the fpot on the banks of the river where the cere~ 
mony was to take p!ace, I found the bo<ly of the man an the bier, and 
covered with linen, already brought down, and laid at the edge of the 
river. At this time (about ten in the morning) only a few people were 
affemblcd, who difplayed the. moft perfecl: apathy and indifference at the 
cataftrophe that was to take place. After waiting a conliderable time, 
the wife appeared, attended by the Bramins, and mulic, with Come few 
relations. The proceffion was Jlow and folemn ; the viai-rn moved 
with a fteady and firm ftep; and, apparently with a perfect: compofurc 
c,f countenance, approached clofe to the body ot her hulband, where for 
fome time they halted. She then addrefi"cd thofe who were near her 
with compofure, aud without the leaft trepidation of voice, or change of 
countenance. She held in her left hand a cocoa nut, in which was a reel 
colour mixed op, and dipping in it the forefinger of her right hand, the 
marked thofe near her to whom the wi/hed to /how die !aft a8: of atten­
tion. As at this time I ftood clofe to her, /he obferved me attentively, 
and with the colour marked me on the forehead. She might be about 
tweaty-four or five years of age, a time of life when the bloom of 
beauty has generally fled the cheek in Indi1; but ftill /he preferved a 
fuflicient /hare to pro,•e that !he muft have been handfome :. Her figure, 
was fuiall but ekgantly turned; aod the form of her hands and arms 
was particularly beautiful. Her drefs was a loofe robe of white flowing 

drapery 
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We were at Nuddea ( an eminent place for learning) !aft 
Lord's day, .Ind were informed that about a month ago two 

drapery that extended from her head to her feet. The place of the fa. 
crifice was higher up on the_bank of the river, 1 oo yard~ or more from 
the fpot where we now ftoc,d. The pile was compofed of dried branches, 
leaves, and ru/hes, with a door on one lide, and arched and covered on the 
top : by the lie.le of the door ftood a man with a lighted brand. From 
the time the woman appeared, to the taking up of the body to convey it 
to the pile,-might occupy a fpace of half an hour, which was employed 
in prayer with the Bramins, in attentions to thofe who ftood near her, 
and converfation with her relations. When the body was taken up lhc 
followed clofe to it, attended by the chief Bramin ; and when it was 
depolited in the pile, the bowed to all around her, and entered without 
fpeaking. The moment the entered the door was dofed ; the fire was 
put to the combuftibles, which inftantly flamed, and immenfe quantities 
of dried· ",VOod and other matter~ were thrown upon it, This laff part 

of the ceremony was accompanied with the lhouts of the multitude, who 
now became numerous, and the whole feemed a mafs of confufed 
Jl£JO1ClNG.'' 

See HODGES TRAVELS IN INDIA, p. 81-83. 

A fecond inll:ance more DllEADFVL _THAN THE FORMER, is con­
tained in a letter from Father MAil TlN, a Jefuit Mifiionary in 

MADURA. 

" The Prince of MARA v A dying in 17 1 o, his wives, to the 
number of FORTY•SEVEN, were burned with his corpfe in tliefollow­
ing manner :-They digged a deep ditch without the town, and in it 

ere.9:ed a pile of wood, on the top of which the deceaJed was laid, rich­
·ly cloathed and 11.dorned; when they had fet this on fire, with a world 
of ceremonies perfonnerl by the Bram ins, that company of unfortunate 

women appeared, covered with jewels, and adorned with flowers, like 
fo many viclims defigncd for the facrifice. They walked feveral times 
about the pile, the heat of which was perceived at a great diftance. The 
chief of them having addrelfed the fucceffor of the late Prince, refigned 

the dagger of the deceafed into his hands, who took it without !hewing 
the leaft lign of grief or compalfion. Alas! faid /he, what farther 
comes of ail human happinefs? I AM SENSIBLE I AM THROWIN'­
MYSELF HEADLONG IN1'O HELL! Thefe word1 ftruck :111 the fpec­
tatori with horror: /he had a chriilian woman in ber fervice, who fre-

1 qucntly 
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women derntcd themfelves in this manner. The pracl:icc 

qucnth· difcmh-fod with her concerning the trnths of rcrcalcd religion, 
in order to perfuadc her to embrace chrifiianity, but without (ucccfs. 
She having ti,oke thus, boldly t11rnel\ her face to the pile, :111d calling 
upcn her god,, flung herfdf into the midft of the flames. The fecond·. 
of the!e women was the lill:er of RA\" A, a prince of the blood, who af. 
fifrcd :>.t that detcftahle ceremony: \Vhen he received th~ jewels from 
his tiil:er "-'ith which lhe ,'<'as adorned, he broke out into tears, emhrac­
ing hrr moll tendc1·ly: lhe feemcd unmoved at it, and with a refolute 
cou,nenance, looking fometimes at the pile, fometimcs at the affiftants,, 
cried with a loud voice Sh~va, Shecva, which is the name of one of 
her idols, and threw herfrlf into the flames, as the lirft had <lone.­
The other women followed her foon after; fome of them appeared com­
pofed, and others were call: down and bewildered. One of them, 
frighted above the rcft, run to a chriftian foldier, who was prefent, ·and· 
begged of him to fave her. But he, ftunned with furprife, Pl!lhed th~ 
unfortunate creature from him into the GLOWING PIT, and retired 
immediatt:ly ; but fo terrified, that he foon fell ill of a fever and frenzy, 
of which he 4ied the night following. Whatever intrepidity fume of 
thefe women difcovered at fiul:, yet, as foon as they felt the flames, they 
roared in amoft dreadful manner, and tumbling over each other, 11:rove to 
gain the brim of the pit; but in vain, for the affiftants prevented it by 
throwing upon them large pieces of wood. The next day,_the Bramios­
gathered their bones, which they threw into the (ea. The pit was level­
)ed, a temple built on the fpot, and the deceafed prince, with his wives, 
:reckoned among the deities." 

Propagation of Chriftianity, Vol. ii. p. 156-7. 

Some Hindoos, though few, bury the de:id; and it is faid that 
:amoug tliefe it is the duty of the widow to _nUR Y HERSELF with the 
body of her hulband. Th: religious ceremonies being performed, Ilic 
defceods into the grave with him, and taking the body in her arms, i, 
with it covered with the earth. In the countries in which I have beell 
I have heard of TWO inftances of this HORRID ceremony. 

CRAUFURD, 

A French author [peaking of this barbarous rite, fays, " Au lieu 
" de bruler ces femmes qui veulent mourir apres la mort de leur maris, 
" ils les enterrent peu a peu toutes vives, jufqu'a la gorge, et puis tout 
" d'un coup fe jette11t deux QII troi, detf11i, leun tordcnt le cou, et lei 
"achevent d'.etouffcr," Bi.a.N1&11:. 

of 
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{uing fpiritual things? And do you clofoly aud conllantly 
lceep to prayer meetings and church meetings? Are you 
not only at peace, but do you live in LOVE, and have you 
farurnt ch11rity among yourfelves ?-0 that I may hear 
good of you l Be very attentive to difcipline-the neglecl: 
of that has funk you low before; now, pray my dear friends, 
avoid the quagmire into which you have before fallen, 
Endeavor to carry it friendly Qne to another, and to be 
helpers of one another in the ways and work of God: and 

if any be fallen, you that are fpiritual refiore Cuch an one 
in the fpirit of meeknefs. Love your minifler, and conli~ 
der him as a man. How do my young friends do? How· 
do they go on who were baptized the two laft times before 
I left you? They and all of you are often upon my heart 
before God. How do my dear old frimds do? I take 
pleafure in the remembrance of their l9ve and friend­
{hip. How many have been added* ? Who convert-,. 
ed ? Who dead ? W~at <;hanges hav~ taken place 
among you ? Who removed from you ? Is there any 
preaching at "lhurmajlon, Syjlon, Sileby t, &c.? Be. very 
particular in giving me an account of every thing. Nothing 

the church having~avored them with a miniller foon after Mr. CARE~ 
left them, whofe fervices have been rendered both pleafant and ufeful I 
viz. Mr. B. CAVE, who after a probation of feveral months, was pub..,. 
lid y fet apart for the paftoral office, Sept. z4, 1794. 

• The church bas been enlarged by two plealing additions this year, 
of twelve perfons at one time, and five at another.--Since the firff: 
edition of this number, the church at LEICESTER has been favored 
with farther inc;reafe, fo that above forty members have been added 
fince brother CAR.EY left it; and a goodly number of young people 
are now feeking the kingdom of God with full purpofe of heart, 

t Villages in. the neighbourhood of LEICESTEII, where brother 
CAREY ufed often to preach the word of life; and where (THVRr 
MASTON excepted) his fuccelror ftill carries the glad tidings of falva­
~ion by the blood of the Lamb: _as alfo to BLADY and DEsFORD, 

from 
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from Leicefler can be unimportant to me. I lhould rejoict 

to fee any of you, but fear that I mull wait till we meet in 
the other world, and may God grant that it may be with 
joy. My wife, lifter, the children, and Mr. Thomas unita 
in fincere regards to you all, and I am with ardent affection, 

Your brother in the Goipel, 

WILLIAM CAREY. 

'P. S. Pray give my very refpeltful Jove to Mr. Robinfan*. 

From Letters addrejfed to the Society, and various In­
dividuals, by brother CAREY, arranged acco1·ding 
to their Dates. 

Bay if Bengal, Otlober 17, 1793. 
WE fet fail on Thurfday morning June 13, in the 

Kron Princeffe Marie, Captain Chriftmas, from Copenha­
gen. • The ·captain behaved to us with the politeft attention, 
and as we were a large family, he allotted us the beft place 
in the fhip, by ordering his own great cabin to be parted 
into two. We had been but a little time on board before 
the women were taken with the fea ficknefs, then the chil­
dren, and before night myfelf; but in a week we all reco­
vered, and had a very p1eafant voyage to the Cape of Good-. 
Hope; only we were hindered a few days by calms when 
we were off Cape Verd in Africi2. We paffed the tropic 
of Cane.er on June 29: the 21ft of the following month 
we croffed the line, and Auguft 1, we paffed the tropic of 
Capricorn; on the 20th we faw the Cape of Good Hope, 
but on Lord's day night 25th, we were alarmed by a terrible 
accident:-There is a bank which extends into the fea from 
Cape des A<luilas, the fouthermoft point of Africa, for abo4t 
So leagues fouth, upon which runs a ftrong current, and 
w~ich when it meets the wind raifes the fea in a moft tre-

• The worthy Vicar of St, MaIJ's, Lcicefter. 
mendous 
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111endous manner. We were in latitude 38• fouth, and 
thought ourfelves fecure from that danger ; but early in 
the morning I was awakened by the violent motion of the 
fuip, and found llools, table, and every thing which was not 
fecured, rolling about the cabin, whilft the earthen'llnd glafs 
ware was cruihcd to pieces, Mr. Thomas called at the 
door to inform me that we had carried away our fore and 
main top mails : I arore and went upon deck ; the gloom 
of ,the night (though providentially the moon lhone); the 
fea, like mountains, beating the 1hip in all direcl:ions; the 
mafr~, yards, fails, and rigging, hanging over the fides, with 
the men upon them, endeavouring to unrig them and let 
them loofe, formed a tremendous fcene. All on board uni .. 
formly declared that they had never been in fuch an alarm .. 
ing fituation before; and at one time we concluded that 
the vetfel was going to the bottom, Our fuip is about 

I 30 feet long, and was maunted on a fea * at }eaft 50 or 
60 yards high, from which ilie plunged head foremoft .with 
incredible velocity : I faw her going, I knew her weight 
was 600 tons, and concluded with others that the could 
never recover it :-,-I had but a moment to rellecl-, but fel~ 
compofed, and refigned to die. That I might not be toffed 
overboard, I caught hold of what was next to me: the 
plunge was dreadful; her bowrprit was under water, an<! 
the gib-boom c~rried away; but in a momerit I faw her 
rife again, mounted on another fea, without having lhipped 
one hoglhead of water. At !aft we cleared the wreck:­
in. eleven days w.e refitted, and except one fquall, which 
carried away our new main-top-mafr, have ~d nothing to 
alarm us fince, 

The rains have fupplied us ·with plenty of water, and 
we have loft none of our company except a black woman 
and child, who were very ill when they came on board ; 

• An immenfe wnc, 
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;md the carpenter, who, after the very great exertions he 

was obliged to make on account of our misfortune off the: 
Cape, caught cold, which was fucceeded by a pkurify, and 
followed by the fcurvy, of which he <lied when we were 
within fix days fail of Bengal. 

We have not been entirely defritute of religious op­
portunities fince we have been at fea: famiiy wodhip ha~ 
b:::en confrantly attended to, both morning and evening ; 
and we have had preaching twice every Lord's-day in our 
cabin, fometimes to twelve perfons, Some feafons have 

been pleafant to ourfelves, but I fea.r of little or no fervice 
to others. I have enjo.yed many opportunities of private: 
devotion ; though after all the mercy and goodnefs fhewn, 
I am fiill the mofi unfruitful of all the plants in the vine­

yard of God ;-yet I feel a growing fatisfaclion in havin~ 
undertaken this work, and a growing defire for its faccefs. 
Sometimes I am much animated with the profpecl before 
me; but at others, a fenfe of my own unworthinefs and 
unfitnefs, fo difcourages me, that I fear I !hall never be of 
any ufe in the world :-one confideration, indeed, revives 
my hopes, and fupports my mind in the darkefr feafons---. 

Goo hath faid, he will be with his minifrers unto the end. 

It has afforded me much pleafure to recollecl the times 
Qf public worlhip in the churches in England, and to reflec1: 
that now perhaps hundreds, if not thoufands, are praying for 
me. You will alfo ealily believe that my friends ha\·e not 

been forgotten by me on thefe occalions,. 

I hope the fociety will go on and increafe, and that the 
multit4des of heathen in the world may hear the glorious 
words of truth. Africa is but a little way from England; 

Madagafcar, but a little further: South America, and all the 

itumerous and large ifiands in the Indian and Chineje feas, I 
hope 



hope will not be patfed over. A large field opens on every 
fide, and millions of perithing heathen*, tormented in this 
life by means of idolatry, fuperfiition, and ignorance, and 
fobjecl: to eternal mifery in the next, are pleading ;-yes, 
all their miferies plead (as foon as they are known) with 
every heart that loves the Redeemer, and with :ill the 
churches of the living God. 0 that many labourers 
might be thruft out into the vineyard of our Lord Jefus 
Chrifi, and that the gentiles may come to the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in him ! 

J.lovcmber 14, Calcutta,, 

AFTER beating about, and being driven back by 
currents for near a month, we arrived in Balafare Roads on 
the 7th infl:. and on the 10th Mr. T. and I began our 
labours. W c came in a ponfowah from the fuip, and at 
llack water we lay to at a bazar, or market. Mr. Thomas 
foon began to difcourfe with the Hindoos, and immediately 
the people all left their merchandize, and came under a 
hovel to hear the gofpel, to which they lillened with great 
attention for three hpurs, and appea~ed to be much pleafed. 
One of them prepared us a dinner; a plantain leaf ferved 
infread of dilh.es and plates, and inllead of knives and forks 
(according to the cufrom of the natives) we ufed our fin­
gers. When we left them they intreated that we would 
build us a houfe, and come and live among them. 

On our arrival at Calcutta we found poor Ram Bojhoo, 
waiting for us, but to our great grief he has been bowing 

• According lo Mr. CAREY's calculation in his Pamphlat noticed 
in the 1ft page of this work, FOtrR Htf NDRED AND TWENTY MILL!• 

ON s of mankind (i. e. above half the world) are yet in par;an darknefs f 
-If MY SOtrL is of fuch unfpeakable value, that were I to exchange 
it for a WORLD I /houlJ be a LOSER, (Matt. xvi. 2.6) by what mode 
of calculation Jhall I afcertain the aggregat~ amount of fo im111enfe a 
r,u1nbcr of immortal fpiriti, each of which is a~ ,aluable ai. mine ? 

down 



down to idols again. When Mr. T. left India he went 
from place to place, but forfaken by the Hindoos; and neg­
lected by the Europeans, he was feized with a flux ana 
fever. In this ftate he fays, " I had nothing to fupport me 
or my family ;-a relation offered to fave me from peri!hing 
for want of neccffaries, on condition of my bowing to the 
Idol; I knew that the Roman Catholic* chriftians wor­
fl1ipped Idols; I thought they might be commanded to 
honour ~mages in fome part of the bible which I had not 
feen ;-I hefitated, and complied; but I love chriilianity 
ft ill." 

25th. Ram Bojho~ fl:ill keeps clofe to us; I have ha{ 
much converfation with him, and find him a very fenfiblc: 
well-informed man,and am often much pleafed with his dif­
courfe: I have yet great hopes of him ;.....::he is certainly a 
man from whom much good may be expecled. We hear 
that Parbotte t • ftands well, and that he and Mohun Chund 
are coming down to us. 

Providence hath favoured us fo that we have fold our 
inveA:ments tolerably well; but the neceffary expences at­
tendant on our fuft fettling, will make us very fhort for the 
firft year; hovyever, the work is God's-it has been fa. 
voured by God-we jhal/ furmount all dilti.culties, and ths 

glory will redound to God again. 

I feel fomething of what Paul felt when he beheld Athens 
and" his fpirit was ftirred within him." I fee one of the 
fineft countries in the world, full of induftrious inhabitants; 
yet three-fifths of it are an uncultivated jungle, abandoned 
to wild beafts and ferpents. If the gofpel flourifhes here, 
" the wildernefa will in every ref peel: becqme a fruitful field.'' 

I!. There 111 a &reat number of Portuguefe catholics near the coaft. 

t liie1 Mr, TllOMAs's account, p, :i.4. 

K A pious 
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A pious European who re/ides here, has much enc()1:1. 

raged ui; to make an effort in this city, and there feem t<;J 

be many thoufands of Portuguefl! ready to leave the church 
o( Rome, rf any one could preach in Portuguefe to them 
-perhaps we may try, though our great dclign is to preach 
to the Hilldoos and Moors. 

I have had feveral converfatiors with a Bramin whQ 
{peaks Englilh well, and being unable : to defend himfelf 
.i.gainft THE GOSl'F.L) he purpofcs to come, attended by a 
Pundect~ and try ihc utmoft of thr:ir ffrength. -•• 

\Ve are all well 1 the climate at this, which is the cold 
ft:afon, 1s riot unpleafant, except through the great difference 
there is between the heat of day and night, which is ofte~ 
1 o degrees ; ye.t the heat. is tolerable. The more I know 
of Mr~ YhomaS-the more I love him: we maintain the 
greateft affection for each other: he has compleated his. 
tranllation of the book of Genefis on ~ur paffage, at which 
he labored indefatigably, fo as I think to hurt his health> 
bw: through mercy is now recovered~ Vie have now Ge. 
nefis, Matthew,. Mark, and Jame~ in ,the language of the 
country, and fuall foon have more I hope~ 

tt will be of very great fervice to us if the fociety can 
(end out· a Polyglott Bible by the next conveyance. Ram 

Bojhoo is a good Perfian fcholar, and it will certainly help us 
much. Alfo a copy of the gofpels in the Malay tongue 
would be of ufe. In return, I hope we fhall fend you ~id. 
ings which will rejoice your hearts. 

Bandel/, Decemher 16. 
WE have been near a month at Bandel/, which is 

• Portuguefe fettlement; but are now going further up the 
country, perhaps to Nuddea, Cutwa, Gowr, or Maida i at 
prefent it is uncertain wruch. 



We have frequent opportunities of addreffing the Hin­

cfoos, and their attention is afi:onilhing. Lall: Lord's day 
we vilited them at a neighboring village ca11ed Saa-gunge, 
and Mr. 'Thomas preached to near 200 of them ;-they 
Jiftencd with great ferioufnefa, and feveral followed to make 
further enquiries about which is the way to heaven, and 
what they fhould do to walk therein? Every place prefents 
us with a pleating profpetl: of fuccefs, and we are of on~ 
mind, and one foul :-Pray for us; we daily remember 
you; and the profperity of the (ociety lies very near our 

hearts. 

26th. I never in my life found more fatisfacl:ion in any 

undertaking than in this in which I am now engaged; and 
th()ugh I have lofl much in point of foci.ii intercourfe, yer, 
I find fuch a fweetnefs in reflecl-ing on the caufe in which 
l am embarked, as more than compenfates for any Jofs 
I can fufl:ain. 

The plea!ure of b~ing able to preach the gofpel, I en­
joyed greatly while in England: This enjoyment I am now 
deprived of through my not having yet obtained a fu..flici­
ent acquaintance with the language. 

Notwithfhnding poor Moanfoee's * fall, I entertain a 
very high opinion of him as a converted perfon: He is a 
man after my heart. He is a faithful counfellor and a dif~ 
cerriing man, and very inquifitive, fenfible and intelligent. 
If he wants any thing it is zeal: I have been ferioufly 
talking with him to-day, and hope that in a little time 
I may fee a church formed here for Goo. 

Parhatee I have not feen, but have heard a good account of 

aim: Mr. Thomas has alfo received a letter from M1Jhun Chund. 

• Moonlbce, that is INTERPRETEr., RAM Boornoo. 
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The utmof\ harmony fi!bfi{l:s between me and Mr. 
Yhnmas. Several Bramins and Pun~ects, have been very 
preffing with us to fettle at Cal.-utta, and preach to them; 
accor~ingly Mr. T. refides there, ~nd I live .at a houfe be-, 
longing to a black man, who generoufly offered it to me 
for nothing, ~ill I am otherwi(e accpmmodated. 

I am about re11ting a finall quantity of land of a native, 
fome miles eaft of the ~ity1 fo that we may pave opportu­
pities of preaching the gofpel all over the mo{l populous 
part of Bengal. The city of Calcutta is very lare;e; I 
have no doubt but there may be 2002000 black people ihere1 

bcfides the Eurppcans: 

Since I have been here my family has ~eep very heavily 
affiicl:ed with the bloody flux, my wife and two eldeft chil­
dren have been very ill, and it is frill a doubt whetper my 
cldeft fon will recover or not. Many might attribqte ilti~ 
to the climate; I believe it might arife from cold, but Iain 
more and more convinced that all my times are in the hand 
of God, and that as all is under his direcl:ion, fo all fhali 
work together for good to ~hem that lpve him. Thefe 
things are affiicl:ive and feverely felt; but I blefs God, I 
faint not: and when my foul 1=an drink her fill at the word 
of God, I forget all. I had fully intended to devote my 
eld,jl Jon to the fi:udy of Shanfcrit, my 2d to the Perfian, and 
my 3d Chinefe. I fuall have opportunity for this, and if 
God !hould hereafter b)efs them with his grace1 this may 
fit them for a miffion to any part of Pn:Jia, India, or Chino~ 
The difficulty of preaching to heathens, is, I prefume, 
much lefs than has been imagined. I think from what I 
have feen there would be very little danger of hurt in either 
heathen or mahometan countries ; and if this cou,ntry is, 
any fpecimen at all, I think the encouragement to be very 
great. I hope the fociety may be firengthened and en-: 

coura~ed~ 
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couraged, and that we may foon be able to encourage the111 
by good accounts from Hindqjlan, 

The plan laid down in my little piece I 1h11 approve, 
and think it the beft that can be followed. A miffionary 
mutl: be one of the companions and equals of the people to 
whom he is fent. Many dangers and temptations will be 
in his way. One or two pieces of advice I may venture 
to give. , The firft is to be exceedingly cautious left the 
voyage prove a great fnare: On board an Eaft lnd1aman 
efpecially, it may be expell-ed all the difcourfe will be about 
high-life, and every circumftance will tend to unfit the 
mind for the work, and prejudice the miffionary againfl: the 
people to whom he goes. Alfo in a country like this, fet­
tled by Europeans, the grandeur, the cuftoms, and preju­
dices of the fettlers are exceedingly dangerous. They are 
very kind and hofpitable ; but even to vifit them, if a man 
keeps no table of his own, would more than ten times ex­
ceed the allowance of a miffion : and their difcourfe is 
chiefly about the vices of the natives : fo that a miffionary 

muft fee thoufands of people treating him with the greatefr 
kindnefs, whilft he mull be entirely different from them in 
his life, his appearance, and every thing, or elfe it is impof­
fible for him to ftand; their profufe way of living being fo 
oppofite to his charall-er, and fo much above his ability, 

It will be very elfential to miffionaries to be men of 
calmnefs and evennefs of temper, and rather inclined to fulfer 
hardfuips than covet the favours of men; and fuch who 
will be indefatigably employed in the work fet before them ; 
an inconftancy of mind being fo highly injurious to it. 

I am very im'patient to hear of the minifters and 

churches in England, and all other parts within the comp3.fs 

_gf your correfpondence : pray be particular when you 
write: 



write : the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom will 
be very pleating news to me, and I in return hope to fend 
you Come accounts, which may be caufe of joy to you, ancl 
to all who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in lincerity. 

Maniet-tullo, Jan. 3-5, 1794. 

SINCE our landing we have been in fo unfettled a 
:ftate, and fo much employed in feeking out a proper place 
for our refidence, that I have not been able to make thofe 
obfervations on the country, or people, which are necelfary 
to inform or entertain a correfpondent. 

The people are very loquacious, and very deceitful, but 
not malicious :-they are very numerous ; I do not think I 
over-rate them, when I fay, that the inhabitants of lndqflan 
amount to nearly one hundred miJ)ions. Superll:ition is 
here triumphant in every place : but both Moors and 
Hindoos are very indu{hiotJ.s, and in many branches of ma­
nufacl:ure excellent workmen. The cultivated part of the 
country bears a great refemblance to fome of our Englilh 
counties. The people are univerfally very attentive to the 
gofpel, and hear with that ferioufnefs which you will feldom 
fee in an Englilh auditory. We have had many opportu­
nities of difrourling with them, and I have never yet feen 
them depart, without giving evidence of very confiderable 
impreffions being made upon their minds. They have 
appeared to be convinced of the many contradictions 
which abound in their own religious writings ; they have 
confrant!y de/ired us to vilit therm again; and when we 
told them that we came from England on purpofe to inftrucl: 
tnem, thay have given every demonftration of joy. 

A few days ago, I met with a very fenfible Bramin, 
·who fpoke very good Englifu, and entered info converfa­

tion with him: he defended his fuafters for forrie time; at 
!aft 
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laft faid I, "Can you think that tan come from Goo, who 
" is all truth, which fays, ' If any perfon kill himfelf, he 
"lhall never be forgiven:' and yet, if a woman kill herfelf 
" by burning with her hufband, lhe lhall certainly obtain 
" heaven by it ?" He was confounded, and after I had 
told him of the way of falvation by Jefus Chrifl:, and pref­
fed him to embrace it, he enquired my name, and told me 
that he would come to fee me; at the fame time preffing 
me to come and vifit him again. Indeeli thefe are "a peo­
,, pie prepared for the Lord." 

Moft of the Bramins fay, that they do not yet know the 
way of life, but that they attend their own religious cere­
monies in order that they may find it, and when t~ey have 
foundjt they will leave oif thofe practices. When we in­
form them ~f. the way of falvation (as revealed in the gofpel) 
and teU them of the death of Chriil- for !inners, they arc 
furpriz.ed with the FITNESS_ of the divine remedy. 

But there are difficulties in our way. Their attachment 
to their CAST, and the great inconveniencies which they 
muff: fuifer. if they fhould lofe it, are more formidable obila­
.c.les to us than you can fuppofe *. Yet th.is is out encou-

• This remark. has been made by hiftoriam frequently; La 
Cro:ie fays, " Tout Indien, qui embralfe le chrillianifme eft abfolu­
" mcnt banni de fa tribu, ell abandonne aux infultes de route fa 
u natioii." 

Tom_e ii, p. z96. 

And fo far do they renounce intercourfe with thofe that have gncc 
forfeited their call, that " were a Hindoo of .any other caft to touch a 

" CH"NDALA (or outcaft) even by accident, he mult walh hi121felf 

" and change his raiment. He would refrain from the productions of 
-" the earth, if he knew that they had been cultivated by a Chandala. 
11 A Chandala cannot enter a temple, or be Fefent at any religious c&­

"remony, H~ has no rank in fucicty, _and cannot ferve in any pub4 

" li'1 employment, Hentc the puuilhment of expulf10n, which is fup-
• " pofrd 



write : tlte advancement of the . Redeemer's kingdom will 
be very pleafing news to me, and I in return hope to fend 
you fome accounts, which may be caufe of joy to you, antl. 
to all who love our Lord Jefus ChriA: in fincerity. 

Maniei-tullo, Jan. 3-5, 1794. 

SINCE our landing we have been in fo unfettled a 
fl:ate, and fo much employed in Ceeking out a proper place 
for our refidence, that I have not been able to make thofe 
obfervations on the country, or people, which are necelfary 
to inform or entertain a correfpondent. 

The people are very loquacious, and very deceitful, but 
not malicious :-they are very numerous; I do not think I 
over-rate them, when I fay, that the inhabitants of lndefian 
amount to nearly one hundred millions. SuperR:ition is 
here triumphant in every place: but both Moors and 
Hindoos are very indu{hious, and in many branches of ma­
nufacl:ure excellent workmen. The cultivated part of the 
country bears a great refemblance to fome of our Englilh 
counties. The people are univerfally very attentive to the 
gofpel, and hear with that ferioufoefs which you will feldom 
fee in an Englilh auditory. We have had many opportu­
nities of difcouding with them, and I have never yet feen 
them depart, without giving evidence of very confiderable 
impreffions being made upon their minds. They have 

appeared to be convinced of the many contradicl:ions 
which abound in their own religious writings ; they have 
confiantly 'defired us to vifit them again; and when we 
told them that we came from England on purpofe to inA:rucl: 
tnem, thay have given every demonfi:ration of joy. 

A few days ago, I met with a very fenlible Bramin, 
·who fpoke very good Englifh, and entered info converfa­

tion with him : lie defended his thafters for Come time; at 
!aft 
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}aft faid I, "Can you think that can come from GoD, who 

" is all truth, which fays, ' If any perfon kill himfelf, he 
M lhall -never be forgiven :' and yet, if a woman kill herfelf 
" by burning with her hufband, fhe lhall certainly obtain 
" heaven by it?" He _ was confounded, and after I had 
told him of the way of falvation by Jefus ChriJl:, and pref­
fed him to embrace it, he enquired my name, and told me 
that he would come to fee me; at the fame time preffing 
me to come and vifit him again. lndee<i thefe are "a peo­
,, pie prepared for the Lord." 

Moll- of the Bramins fay, that they do not yet know the 
way of life, but that they attend their own religious cere­
monies in order that they may find it, and when they have 
found it they will leave off thofe praclices. • Whe; we in­
form them of. the way of falvation (as revealed in the gofpel) 
and tell them of the death of Chrifl: for fianers, they arc 
Jurprized withthe FITNESS_ of the divine remedy. 

But there are difficulties in our way. Their attachment 
to their CAST, and the great inconveniencies which they 
mull- fuffer if they lhould lofe it, are more formidable obfla­

_c;:les to us than you can fuppofe ·:t.. Yet thls is our encou-

• Thi$ remark has been made by hiftoriani frequently; La 
Cro:ie fays, " Tout Indien, qui embraJre le chrillianifme ell: abfolu­
" ment banni de fa tribu, ell: abandonne aux infulte& de toute fa 
u na~io11." 

Tom_e ii. p, :a9~. 

And fo far do they renounce intercourfe with thofe that have once 
forfeited their call:, that " were a Hindoo of .any other caft to tou~h a 

" CH~N!>~LA (or outcaft) even by accident, he mult walh himfelf 
•• and change his raiment. He would refrain from the produaions of 
~• the earth, if he knew that they had been cultivated by a Cbandala. 
" A Chandala cannot enter a temple, or be rrefent at any :religious ce-­
•• remony. He has no .ank in fociety, _and cannot ferve in any pub• 
" liQ employment. Hen~c the p11nilbment of e,,:pulfion, which is fup-

, "pofrd 
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ragement, the power of God is fufficient to accomplith 
every thing which he has promifed, and his promifes are 
exceedingly great and precious refpecting the c~nvetfion 
of the Heathens. ' 

The Moors, who are Mahomttans, are more rigi<l and 
fierce than the Hindoos ; but a congregation of an hundred 
or more may be collelted almofl: any where, who will hear 
one part of the Koran compared and fet .at variance with 
another, without the refentment which might be expected 
in Cuch a cafe. They all believe the imputation of Adam's 
guilt to his pofterity, and maintain that every man is what 
God makes him to be. • 

The Hindoos acknowledge but one Supreme Being, 
but they make offerings to a variety of imaginary fubordi­
nate beings, or rather to creatures; as the images of good 
men, animals, plants, &c. With thefe offerings they be­
lieve that God is highly pleafed. But the minutia: of their 
worlhip are fo various, that fcarcely any even of themfelves 
un give a tolerable account of them. , 

To the honour of the government I may obferve, that 
the black people here are as free as the natives of England, 
and the courts of law feem to favour them full as much as 
the Europeans. 

Their n.'ltional characl:er is that of avarice, to this we 
may add a thong propenfity to lying. The firil: of thefe 
feems to be the effecl: of the oppreffive dealing which they 
have experiencee under former governors. But the whole 
police has alf umed a very different afpect: under the govern­
ment of Lord Cornwallis, and efpecially in favor of the 
natives. 

"pofed in its confequena:s to extend even to ANOTH1!ll LIFI, be­
" comes MORE TERRIBLE THAN THAT OF DEATH," 

C&A\lfVII.D's Sk,tchea oftht Hindoos, Vol,i, p, u4. Note. 

Dehartg, 
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1Jeharla, Feb. 15, r7<j4; 

I . HA VE taken a few acr:es of land at Hajhnabad 
near this place, which is about 40 miles Eall: of Calcutta, 
upon the r:iver ,Jubana. An EngMh gentleman, to whom 
we were alL entire! y unknown, has genero:Ull y invited us all 
to ftar in1 his ·houfe till we have erected one of our own. 
This I am now engaged in ; the walls will be made of 
mats faftened to wooden poll:s, and the roof formed of 
bamboos,and thatched. The neighbouring inhabitants. yield 
me' a little affifrance in the work,- and 4 or 500 families in­
terld ta: eome and refide in ·our neighbourhood. This is 
occafioned by Moonjhte's reprefenting me to them in a; fa­
vorable).ig~t. Although_ the country is an excellent foil, 

it ~as ,he~n_ lately almoll: deferted on ;account of the tygers, 
an·d. other beaJH of prey which infe11: the place ;. • but'thefe 
ar~ all' • ~f~aid • 6£ a • g!ln, itid: will foon, be exp~lled"; the 

p~opfc?tb'eref~r:e are not afr~id' wh'en an EurC1pe~n-is nigh. 
We £hall have .all the neceffaries of life except bread, for 
~hich)fce·in~n. be a fubfi~tu_te. Wild h~gs, -deer, and 
fowls are to be procured by the. gun, and mufi fupply us 
with ~-, ~o~ficl~~able part of :ciur· food. I find an\nc~nve­
nience in having fo much of my time neceffifrify talceri·up 
in procu.,ring provifions,, and cultivating my littl(, farm : 
l;Jut wncn my, houfe is buil!, I; !hall ,have more le ifure than 
at prefe~t, ~nq,have daily c;>ppor:tunities of com•erfing with 
the natives', and purfuing the ·wq.rk of the miffion. •. Here 
is certainly a_ large field f~r ufef~inefs; much larger than 

you can co_nc.eive, both among the~Hindoos aod Muffulmen: 
Th~y, are ver.ycoumerous, very inquifitive, and very atten­
tive;to the,gofpel. When I can fo fat know the language 
~s to preach in it, I have no .<loubt of having a ilated con­
.grfgation,.an,d I much hqpe .to fend you pleafing accounts. 
I can fo far coriverfe in the language,_ as to be un<ledl:ood 

in mofl- things. belongipg to eating and drinking, buying 
L a11d 
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and fellin~,.·&c. an<l n~y car ~s fomcwhat familiarized to the 
Bengale'e founds. It is a language of a very fingular con­
ltrudion, tiaving•no.pltir.at:except to p1=onoui1s~ ~nd not a 
fingl~ ,ptef~fition in .it~ •.but <the -ca{es:llf ,noUIJs-aud pro~ 
nouns ate almoft endfofs, all the wonls ,1\)fwering. to .. our 
prepow•tions being put after ~ht: word, andJonning a:-ne\Y 
cafe,. Ex~pt tbefe fingularitks, 1 find it,an .eaf y. language .. 

I: .feel. myfdf happy in my prcfent u11dertaking; ,for 
tho~gh Lnever fdt the 191"s- of Jocial reJi.giopJ,;i,.,QlUCh: a-l' 
m>W~-yet a confcioufnefs i;,f ha1,1ing giv_e.n:£.IJP.;:P.llf,qr Go<;!, 
i5 a, fut>port, and the work; ·W,ith: all hs-: a,~~~n_c\.:t~t,-i1,i.com1e.;. 
niellCes, ,is to me a ,-i,h .rew.ard., . , ., , . . 1 .. 

·j\h.,ii~j~e fqciety,.~?~1cf ,;do' V.:~n ·to;;~!!~P:~i~~i{ h~ 
towii:ds;4,.;,a, oi- A}iq :, ~qef~ -~ountiie; a,f :n:o_t11ke "ilie 
w~lds qf • .dfT!,Cli~q~ whei-e-fongli~or w~f {car:c~lf~QiiUffi~ty 

peofl1;:~~J?~~~-the wcid ;_'fbr,_li_e~I! i~. is al~~il ·1:rnpoffi~Ie 
to g~rout Jf_the\ v.:at of _hun;d.~~ds). ~-~a)H~{?gs ~r~e 
:wanted a thoufand, times ll}c,!'e Jhan people to prea~h to, 
Within Jnafd a're the Ma~'~cji_ic/coimfry ~Wcfth~'hohhe~,n 

parts, 1:(? C3jh~ire, 'with~utJ~s}ar as I c:ah"lba~n )° cine {d'ul 
thai:"'tliinks of-God aright. , , ' ' • ' ' I 

( - ·.::. ;: '" ' .. ". • ' .. ;,. .:~ ,_ 
' . 

1· 'hope you will'fe11d hie an account ofevery thii1g i1n-
portant. in • the chukhes, 'e(p<!Ciaily LeiceJI.~,::' I' You muft 
not ex-peclm_y journal till"n~xt year; I reguiady,keep ·on·e, 
which I foierid then to tranfmit: • L • i.~ , ·, , •• 

2 3i Though I am -fu-r-rounded;-by lneFcies·, i)'et· for thi~ 
fortnigbt ,paft my life has been rendered ufetefoias ,tmfpiri­
tLJal things;· being for the· prefent wholly ociaQPiK in tern,;. 
poral concerns; and the fabbaths. nowl are rq-uite, di(confo .. 
late: On one of thefe fabbath's .I am feek-ing-c~m~nion 
with you; I feel, that a diftance of 10 01,:,,5,obo, miles, 

cannot prevent the c_pmrmmion bf faihts. -• Though de .. 
privelt 
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prived of a perfonal intercourfe with my European friends, 
I have at Jeia{l; one religious friend, and that is Ram Ram 

Bojhoo i he has indeed much timidity, but is a man of very 
good uriderflanding, and well infotmed; he is alfo a perfon 
~f.{hill: probity .. 

The part where I am b'uilding· my houfe, is within a 
quarter of a mile of the impenetrable forefis,' called Sun­

derbunds; and though qutte deferted before, through fear 
of the tygers,: the people are now returning, encouraged 
by my ex:lmple, 'and we lhall foon have 3 or 4,000 in our 
~iciniity. Thefe p-eople, and all others in the neighbourhGmd, 
are m·uch pleafed with my coming, and two or thnze days 
ago, a deputation of five or fix Bramins, with a prefent in 
their hands, ·came to thank me, or rather to fay that they 
were glad I was coming to live among them; for they have 
no foch word as " thank you", nor any expreffion of 
ih~nkfulnefa in all their language ! 

With tefpecl: td petfonal fafety, I am jufi: the fame here 
as in England ; my health was never better; the climate 
though hot, is tolerable ; but attended as I am with diffi­
culties, I would not. renounce my undertaking for all the 
world.. I long to know how all the minifi:ers do ; how 
the million fociety goes on ; whether the churches flouri!h 
or not; and in lhort every thing that occurs. Salute all 
the brethren in my name, and let every minifl:er and every 
chrifl:ian with whom you have the fmalle!l: connexion, 
know that this conveys my chrifl:ian affecl:ion to them. 

W. CAREY. 

Extra/ls 





r 11 1 
tlte wlnd proved conrrary, and we pafTed on 'to Bmxaf 
Bay. • We have been three months without feeing a fingl~ 
thip, which we think rather extraordinary. Poor Mrs. 
Carey has had many fears and troubles, fo ·that the was 
like Lot's wife till fhe got paft the Cape; but ever fince-, 
it feems fo far to look back to Piddington *, that ilie turns 
her hopes and willies to a fafe arrival in Bengal. She has 

h:.d good health all the paffage, and the little babe is 
grown a flout fellow: • all the children are remarkably 

healthy, which we cannot but feel as a great kindnefs to­
wards us; Mrs. Carey's lifter alfo fhares a good health, 

and all bear the heat much better than I expected. Mr. 
Carey ·was at one time ill with a complaint which he was 
fubjr::;cl: to at home; but the Lord had mercy on him and on 
me: he is now as well Ifoppofe as ever he was in his life, 
ani:I has been for fome months. We have preached twice 
on each Lord's day, and have a tolerable choir of fingers : 
fome perfons on board who came to hear us at firlr, have 
entirely left us, and others have heard us confl:antly; but 
to our great for row, we do not fee the bleffing of God 011 

our l4bours. Some profane cuftoms on the fabbath day, 
and in (:Om~cin converfation, have been left off indeed, but 

the one thing needful is utterly lacking in them, and now 
we remember the words which the Lord fpake to Ezekiel 

(iii. 6) " Surely had I fe_nt thee to a people of Jlrange 
"Jpeech, and of an hard language, whofe words thou canil: 
J' not underfl:and. Surely had I fent thee to them, they 
~, would have hearkened to thee, but the houfe of Ifrael 
" will not hearken." We have neverthelefs reafon to be 
thankful for fome fweet and precious feafons of grace on 
board, which we have relilhed among ourfelves both on 
fabbath days and in family wodhip, which we enjoy regu­
larly twice a day. .We have: fini!hcd a tranflation of the 

• 'A village in Northamptonfuire where Mrs, C.H. EY did, and hci, 
"lelation, do' nQ',Y, refide. ' ' 

book 
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book ~LGencfis~· on the palraget·and. brdth-er Cttr:ey.help• 
cd me 011-l iri paffages Which l. c.ould ,not h!lve. fo .well 
undcrll:ood withQut h,m..,...." So let the goldfinith help tht 

"oarpenter; a111d the carp-c:nter the goldfmith, till the ·work 
" of God be done." 

We have enj~yed fomc: remarkable favours of Provi­
dence on ~ur paffage, befide • thofc already mentiof!ed :­
a'Tlong others1 about fix or eight weeks ago we began to 
fear a want of water, and to talk of an allowance (which 
we have never b.:cn limited by yet). \Veil, the next day 
the Lord fent down abu11dance of ram in two different 
lhowers, and we filled many calks. When we think on 
thefe things that are pall-, we trull him afre{h for all that is 
to come. At pre(ent I rejoice, and know very little of 
forrow; .I rejoi~~ be~aufe Goo is· with us,_ the throne of 
grace is open, ·and the precious word of God is unfealed 
to us. I rejoi~e • to be fo near a flock of black fueep, and 
I long to nm and roll ;i.way the fione fro~ the well's mouth 
that they may drink:. I rejoice to be fo near my family, 
and fo near land; but we have had our patience tried the 
laft eight or nine days with a bafRing c~rrent, that (ets us 
back faller tha~ we can get forward, but thefe two lafi- days 
we gain on i_t. 

JaTJ. 8, 1794. We thought to write you long befor~ 
thi;, but our hearts have been'bu.rthened with cares and 
forrows. It was very afRitl:ing ·to hear of R~m Bojhoo's 

great perfecution and fall. Deferted by Engli!hmen, and 
per(ecuted by his own countrymen, he was nigh unto death: 
The natives gathered in bodies, and threw dufr in the air 
as he pa/fed along the firee!:s in Calcutta. At laff ohe of 
his relations offered him an afylum on condition of his 
bowing down to their idols. The pratl:ice of the Roman 
Catholics firengthened this t.emp_tilt(on, -aJJd he was prevailed 
()O. He i-s now with Mr. Car1y, fr·om -whom you :wi!Lhave 

a more 
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If there ,bc: -onc place however which fl:rikes us, as of more 
importance tha,n the reft, it is Nuddea. . But you mufl: fol­
low wl_lere. th~ Lord opens a door_ for rou. 

It rejoices us greatly to hear of the good underA:and• 
ing between you ; and of the high opinion arid efleem 
which each entertains for the other: this fpirit we hope 
will be preferved and c'ultivated. Should any little diffe­
rence ever ar_ifc, we hope you will e:a_ch facrifice much, ra­
ther than injure the common caufe. Brethren, lhould 
either of y_ou be.tempted to any thing that would caufe the 
work to ceafe ( for you are yet in the body) confider the 
anfwer of Nehemiah, / am doing a great W1Jrk, and cannot 

come down to you; 

It afrord~d ·pain amidft out-plea.fore to hear of poor 
R~ R. Boojhoo's fall :-but do not give him up-his meeting 
you, and cleaving to you, does n~t indicate an apoftatr: 
heart: It was more lik,e the fpirit of a Peter than of a Judas, 
-Your bufinefs is '' 'I:o bind up that which is broken," and 
'io bring again that which was driven away.-Such was 
the conduct of the chief lhepherd of the lheep, and focb 
we are perf uaded *ill be yours. 

We wilh to fend this off if poffi.ble, with the Polyglot 
Bibie (price feve·n guineas)-the Malayan Tefiament­
Lowth's lfaiah, &c. 

We depend brethren up6il your freedom, to make 
known your wants; as much as upon your reconomical 
application of what is communicated :-Do not be referv­
cd ;-if you cannot tell your own wants, tell of each others. 

Remember us afFel\ionately to your families, to R. R. 
Baojhoo, P arbattt, Molnm Chund, and all who love our Lord 

M Jefos 
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4, With and without form, an h@ly incarnation, 
That's the Lord of the world: 
Without faith in Him, 'the road to heave!l 
Is inaccellible. 

0 who be/ides can recover os, &c. 

J· Thefe w9rds of his mouth, hear, 0 men, 
For his fayihgs are very true ; 
" Whofo is thinly, let him ·come to M£, 

" I· will give' him 'the living water." 

6 who be/ides can recover us, &c. 

(i. Therefore adore, ·o <my foul, 
Having known Him fubftantial; 
Ancl befides Himfelf 
There is no ·other 

1

Savioiir. 

0 who befide's ·can -recover us, 
0 who be/ides· can recover t1s, 
From the everlafting darknefs of fin, 
}:xcept the Lord Jefus Chrift? 

'l'he Hindoos Hymn. 
[Imitated in Verfe, for the U:re of EngliJh Chriftiani,] 

Ji WHO belides can man recover, 
0 who elfe refture to light ! • 

Who but Chrift that heav'nly lover, 
Save from everlafting night l 

Who be/ides him, 
Save from fins eternal night? 

~. Lo I that Lord the Son of God is; 
Thro' him faving bleffings ftow; 

And the !inner that adores him, 
Will get o'et eternal woe. 

Who befides him, 
<.an redeem from cndlcfll woe ? 

1• Ia 



!• In this world with lin dcfilcil, 
Th~1-e is none exempt fro1n blame; 

He who. Caves the worlcl cxcepteJ--
J Bs us is the: Saviour's naine, 

Jefu·s, Jefus, 

Is the mighty Saviour's name. 

4. That dear Lord fro1n heav'n defcendcd, 
Rebels to redeem. like me , 

Whofoe'er bath faith t'adore him, 
ThaCs t\Je man that can get free, 

Who but Jefus 

Can fet captive linners free ? 

5. He an holy incamatio~, 
With and with,;,ut . foi:n, 1 we own 

As the univerfai fov'reign-
As tht way .!o :heav'n alone: 

Jcfus, Jefus, 
Is • the way. to heav'n'· alone. 

6-· Hear, 0 fons of men, his fayings, • 
For his word~ are very fr?e : 

" Come to me, whofo is thirfty; 
"· Livfng ftreanw.i'll give to you," 

Who befides hi.n:i, 
Living ftreams • CAN gi;e to· you? • 

7. Havlng found tHe:fdeni fubft~tiai;. 
Therefore, . 0 my. foul,' adore, 

Saviours !-there· are 'none befide him, 
Vain _'twill be .to feek. for more. 

None but Jefus, 
Gan a ruin'd foul reftore, 

FIN IS. 
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From Mr. THOMAS to the Society. 

Buddaul, Mar,h 10, 1794. 

DEAR. BRE,:'HREN, 

T HIS place is about fixty miles eailward of Maida. I am 
come hither on a journey with Mr. U-v'sfamily. 

Mr. CAREY and his family are about three hundred miles 
off, to the eaft of Cakutta, and my own are on a journey 
from Cakutta to Maida, where Mr. CAREY and all of us 
will meet, we hope, in a fhort time. We have been greatly 

diftreffed with difficulties; but I truft the Lord is makin~ 
No, 2, A roow 
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room for us. Having juft entered my new houfc at Cal­

cutta, where I had intended to do fomething in my own way 
of bulinefs, I received a letter from Mr. U--, which has 
given a wonderful turn, in its ifluc, to all our affair~, 
cfpecially with rcfpea to the million. This letter was in 
,mfwer to a condoling epiftle I had font to him on the 
licknefs of his mother; occalioned by the very affecting 
lofs of a fon, who was drowned, with his wife, by the over­
fetting of their boat, as they were crofiing Cakutta river. 
In this letter I had faid, that on hearing the was lick, I had 
nearly fet off to A,fafda; but bufinefs prevented. Mr. 
U-- rf"plied with a very preffing and affeaionate invi­
tation, with propolals to accommodate me at his expence, 
&c. &c. 

Accordingly I went to fee him! our firfl: interview was 
very affeaing: partly from a tender remembrance of for­
mer friendlhip, and partly from the fad occafion of the pre­
fent meeting, we were each of us overcome. Many tears 
fell, and fame time elapfed before a word was uttered on 
either lide. \Ve went and mingled our tears with thofe of 
his dear mother, who lay fmarting under the affiiGl:ing hand 
of God, in body and mind; carrying about with her deep 
marks of heart-breaking grief. The fame morning I di­
recl:ed her to get a word from CHRIST, by preaching from 
Cant. viii. 13. I fatigued her body with long walks, hop­
ing thereby to render her mind lefs capable of grief: and 
the Lord bleffed abundantly the means, the medicines, and 
the meeting. 

I intended no other than to gturn to Calcutta; but dur­
ing my vifit at Maida, Mr. uL propofed that I iliould 
fuperintend one of his manufaclories; and I have acceded 
to his propofal. It appears to me a great opening for ufe. 
fulnefs; as it affords large opportunity of communicating 

knowledge 
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knowledge by fch'.mls anJ flated infl:rucl-ion. Here I lhall 

at length have perhaps five hundred of the native~ in em­
ploy; and from November till June entirely at leifure to 
purCue my ufoal labours. Mr. CAREY is offered anothu 
of the manufacl:ories; but I have received no anfwer from 
him yet. If he accepts it, as I think he will, we !hall be 
within twenty miles of each other. I confider this em­
ployment for us and our people as every way becoming 
and fuitable ; and I hope it will afford the fociety pleaiurc 

and fatisflcl:ion. 

When our falary will commence, or what it will be, 
I know not yer. We wifh to know; for our money is all 
gone: and I have borrowed for both, and that is gone alfo. 

Poor brother CAREY was fadly grieved in behalf of RAM 

RAM BoSHoo, who had a debt to difcharge, and his wages 
. was due. He was befet for the debt, and we were, two 

months before we could fpare him relief. Having never 
maintained a family, nor lived at my own expence at Cal­

cutta, I little thought how much money it would require to 

keep a family i.n the line and proportion as Mr. CAREY had 
lived in England, We fuould have wrote foon, and intreat­
ed t~e fociety to (pare us more; but now I hope we fhall be 

very Coon able to do with lefs, perhaps with nothing from, 
but adding fomething to the fi-rength of their hands. 

I have ne\•er feen PAR BOT EE yet, nor MoHUN CHUN o; 
the former is four hundred miles up the country. He i:. 
expecl:ed down; and when he and MoHUN CHU ND, and 

Bosttoo are all together, your Letter* is to be folemnly read 

and explained, and delivered to them. Let it not grieve: 

you that it has been fo long delayed. \Ve have been much 

favoured and helped of Goo, and happy and comfortable 
with each other. 0 that I could tell you how ufeful, and 

• See No. I. page 41-45. 
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how fuccefsful wt had been in bringing the Hindot>s tQ 

CHRIST ! I mourn to find my time and thoughts fo diffi., 
pated with cares, and fo unhinged for this great work: but 
notwithftanding this, I horc fol" rm::ious times to come. 

Maida, July 30, 1794. 

GRIEVED at heart that I miffed th~ oppqrtunity of· 
fending the above in time, I now add a few more hints~ 
Brother CAREY and his family are come up hith.er: He;: 
has accepted the management of one of Mr. U--'s ma­
nufatlories; and we are building works, and fettling our­
houfes and families, eighteen mUes from ea~~ other~ 

On your receiving this, there will~ ( tr1-1fr, be no fur.,, • 
ther occafion for your fending out money or goods for us, 
We are neverthelefs as clofely connecl:ed ,md related to yoq 
as ever; and !hall always be glad to tefiify our love and 
refpecl: for that fociety which 1s (o much 9ur joy and hope1 

Brethren, pray for us! I beg my higheft refp.ecl:s and love 
to all the dear minifter·s and people of God~ wh,o ilia!\ 
mention ()ur names. I am, dear Breth,ren,. 

Your's moll: cordially, 

JOHN THOMAS, 

Froni Mr, CAREY to the Society. 

Mudnabatty, .4ug,efl 5, 1794. 

DEAR BRETHREN, 

THROUGH the mercy of God,, I am :flill in .the land 
of the living, and have been led by Divine Providence 
through a labyrinth of circumfiances, till now, in a very 
unexpecl:ed manner ; I am fettled· in this place, and fur-

rounded 
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rounded with the moll: pleafant circumll:ances, and encou. 
ritging prof pecl:s, 

I was preparing me a houfe at Dehart a, and had taken land 
to cultivate for the fupport of my family: Mr. THOMAj 
had likewife engaged in his own profeffion at Calcutta; on 
wpich account we were fepara_ted about forty miles. But 
Mrs. U-- at Maida being very ill through grief, on ac­
count of the death of her Con and his wife, who were both 
drowned in croffing the Calcutta river in the night, Mr. 
THoMAs was fent for to attend her. Mr. U--, of Maida, 
had jufl: begun to erect: two manufaclories at fome di.ll:ance 

north of Maida, but witho_ut knowing of any perfons to 
fuperintend them, He therefore engaged Mr. THOMAS to 

take the overfight of one, and wrote to me to fuperintend 
the other, This appeared to me fuch a remarkable appear­
ance in Providence; fo unexpected, unfought for, fornilh­
·jng fuch ample fupplies for our wants, and at the fame time 
opening fo large a field for ufe~ulnefs ; putting us each in 
i\ frate of' direcl:, or indirecl: influence over more than a 
thoufand people ; that I could not hefitate a moment iG 
concluding it to be the hand of God. I therefore left my 
µnfiniilied houfel and farm, and fet out to Maida, a journey 

pf apo4t ~50 miles, 

My place is about thirty miles north of Maida; and 
Mr. THOMAs's about fixteen or feventeen further than 

mine. We are fituated between the rivers 'I anguan, and 

furnabubba; in the difirict of Dinagepore, and within 

one hundred and twenty miles of 'Tibet. The name of my 
place is Mudnabatty; that of Mr. THoMAs, Mypalldiggy. 
Here then is the principal feat of the Miffion: and if any 

lofe call: for the gofpel, we have good and profitable employ­

ment for them, 

I now 
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I now inform you, brethren, that I can fubfifl without 
any further affiftance from you. At the fame time I fin­
cerel y thank you for the exertions you have made, and 
hope that what was intended to fupply my wants, may be 
appropriated to Jome other mijjian. It will be my glory and 
joy neverthelefs, to fiand in the fame near relation to you, 
and to maintain the fame correfpondence with you, as if I 
needed your continued fupplies. I , beg l may have the 
pleafure of feeing the new publications that come out in 
our connecl:ions ; and the books that I wrote for before ; 
viz. a Polyglot Bible, an Arabic Te-0:ament, Malay Gofpels, 
and Botanical Magazine. 

A large door is opened, and I have great hopes. I can­
not fpeak the language fo well as to converfe much, but 
begin a little. BosHc,o is not yet baptized. MoHUN 

CHUND is either a chriftian, or a great impoftor. PAR­

BOTEE I have not yet feen. He is at a great di£lance from 
us. We have a little congregation at Mr. U---· 's houfe, 
who live in the compafs of eighty or one hundred miles; 
confequently are all together but feldom. 

The obfiacles in the way of the gofpel are very great; 
and if it were not that God is almighty, and true; would 
be infurmountable. The ,efl is fuch a fuper!l:ition, that no 
Europe:m can conceive, and more tenacioufly regarded than 
)ife. It was, I think, originally political ; but is now in­
terwoven with every circumflance of their lives; and their 
<leceit and avarice are unparalleled. But the work was 

begun of God ; and I doubt not but he will carry it on. 

My Journal I intend to fend by theiliips of this feafon, 
in which, though the greatc!l: part is perfonal, relating to 

myfelf, 
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myfelf, yet fo'me hints will be found relative to what I havf 
obforved arnongll: the HindooJ *· 

Remember me to all the rninifiers and chrifiians of 
my acquaintance. 

I am, with warm affeEl:ion, your's, 

WILLIAM CAREY. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. S. 

Mudnabatty, Aug1!ft 9, I i94· 

MY DEAR BROTHER, 

IN addition to what I have faid to the fociety re­
fpecl:ing my fituation, I obferve, a more eligible one could 
not have been chofen. Mr. THOMAS and I are only fixteen 

· miles ,diftant; and our refpecl:ive factories will furnifh 
fupport for thoufands; fo that there will be a comfortable 
and honourable afylum for all who lofe caft for the gofpd. 

I have not yet feen PARBOTEE. BosHoo is with me, and 
I hope is a real chrillian; but he wants zeal and fortitude. 

He has not yet loft caft. MoHUN CHUND profeJfes more 
zeal. It is very difficult to get thefe people together. 
Travelling is very expenfive, and they are all poor. We 
are now juft ~pon the point of forming ourfelves into a 

• From this hint the Committee were in expecl:ation of being in 
polJeffion of the Journal by this time; and to have made ufe of it in 
compoling the prefent' number. It WJlS on this ground that an Adver­
tife1nent to this purpofe appeared on the blue covers of No. I. of th.1 

l'ERlODJCAl. ACCOUNT&, The Journal however is not arriml. 

church: 
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church: Our beginning will be (mall; but I hope: thi? 
end will be prof perous, 

As for the dangers and difficulties of the country, wd 
think very little about them, Some difeafes are common 
here; as fluxes, which generally arife from the coldnefs of 
the night air after the heat of the day: With this diforder 
my wife, and eldefl: fon have been affiicl:ed for eight months; 
My wife is now nearly well; but my fon very ill. Fevers, 
or rather agues, are common. But the country agrees bet-· 
ter with my health than England. I never was better in 
my life, 

We have no fear of beafl:s, though there are many 
buffaloes, hogs, and tygers, in our neighbourhood,­
Tygers feldom attack men, but make dreadful devafl:ation 
among the cattle : except in the forefl: of Sunder Bunds, 
where there are no cattle, there they attack me,n. Serpents ' 
are numerous, and fome fo mortal, that the patient never 
furvives above two hours, and ofom dies in five minutes; 
but they give us little concern, Crocodiles no man regards, 
I have one in a pond, about ten yards from my door; and 

yet fleep with the door open every night. 

Major RENNEL's maps of India, will give you a very 
jufr idea of the geography of this country; and SoNNE­
RATs' voyage will furni1h you with the heft epitome of 

Hindoo mythology. 

The language is very copious, and I think beautiful, 

I begin to converfe in it a little; but my thfrd fon, about 
five years old, £peaks it fluently. Indeed there are two· 
diftinB: languages fpoken all over the country; the Ben­
galee, fpoken by the Bramins, and higher Hindoos; and the 

Hindqjlanic 
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!-Jindqfianic; fpokcn by the Mu/Telmen; and lower Hindoos: 
This )aft is a mixture of Be11galee and Pedian. 

At prefent; being incapable of preaching, I can fay no• 
t)1ing of fuccefs; but my heart is engaged in the work, and 
I know that Goo can convert the mofi: obfl:inate and fuper­
hitious; and he has promifed to do it. Here is the foun­
i:lation of my hope, and in this confidence I engage in the: 
work. Adieu. 

.Your·s atfeclionately, 

WILLIAM CAREY. 

THE ur:idert:iking of our brethren THOMA~ and 

~AREY, in the fuperintendency• of a manufaclory, has 
been an occafion of many thoughts and fears concerning 
them. No one called in quefiion the purity of their in­

tentions; but doubts arid apprehenfions exifted in feveral 
who were friends to the undertaking, on the propriety of 
the meafure~ its tendency to fubferve the miffion, and even 
Its confifl:ency with it: 

To the attention of fuch friends we offer the follow­
i1ig REMARKS. 

Firfl, Mr. CA.REY, in his Enquiry into the obligations 

if Chriflians to ufe means far the contJeijian of Heathens, 

which was printed with the approbation of moft of the pre­

fent members of the committee, difapproved of miffionaries 

being always fupported by their friends in Europe. His 

objetl: was, that, ifpoffible, " the firft expence might l>e 
the whole;" or at moll, that they fhould be fupported but 

for a few years, till they could provide for themfelves; and 

then, that-the monies appropriated to their relief, 1hould be 
No. 2. B applieli. 
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• :tpplied to ,moth.-r miffon.-See p?.ge 73. Nor was it 
merely Jvfr. CAREY's plan that the mi!lionaries fhould 

cn<lcavour to (upport thcm(clvcs; but the Society, in a 
fort, co'urnanted with him and Mr. THOMAS fo to do. At 
the meeting on Janua:-y 10, 1793, held at Kettering, when 
it was agreed for brethren THoM As and CAREY to go to 

the Eafl Indies, there· was much converfation about the 

means by which miffionaries might in a liHlc time be 

able to fupport themfclvcs. Mr. CAREY particularly en­

quired of Mr. THOMAS about taking l~:nd, ~nd cuhivating 
it; but Mr. THOMAS anfwercd, that this in Bengal was 

• not the, moll: eligible employment., An employment of 

fome kind, however, was on all hands agreed to be necef­
fary, as, unle(s we fhould confine our attention to thii 
fingle miffion, we did not conceive ·our finances would be 

adequate to a continued efiablilhrnent. In purfuance of 

this plan, Mr. CAREY, as foon as opportunity offered, took 
land at Debarta; and in his Letter to the Society, dated 

Ocl:. 17, 1793, expreffes his hope that we fhould go ,on. 
and increafe our labours. Period . .Accounts, No: I. p. 

63, 64. 

Secondly, The va!l: difiance of Bengal from England, 

and the confequent impoffibilit}'. of the meafures of the 
miffionaries being under our direclion, rendered it nccef­

fary that much, and indeed alrnofl: every thing, lhould be 

confided to their difcretion. Wiiether, in cafe it had been 

put to us, we lhould have approved of the overfight of a 

manufaclory, for a certain part of the year, as the moll: eli­

gible employment for a miffionary, we cannot tell : we 
fhould doubtlefs have felt various objecliom, and have fiat­
ed them; but after all, not being upon the fpot, nor ac­

quainted with all the circumfiances cf the cafe, we fhould 

probably have referred it to their own judgment, CClnfiding 

in their integrity and prudence to do that which they 
thought, 
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thought, all things confidered, bell ada;,ted to anf W'er the 

ends of the million; and have o;ily added our friendly cau­
tions againll: the fnares of Cuch a iituation, 

Thir<lly, We coulcl not be unaffected with the difficul­
ties to w:1ich they were expofed, owinl} to the di!l:ance of 
their litua~ion, and confrquently the length of time ere our 
fupplies could reach them, li: appears from their lafi: let­
ters, that though we font off frefh fupplies in lefs than a 
year after their departure, yet, owing to the detention of 
the fhips in harbour, they had not received them till up­

wards of fix teen months after their arrival: fo that they 

mufr have been reduced to great extremities, had they not 

engaged in fomcthing for the fupport of thcmfel ves. 

Fourthly, The advantages of their /icuation are fuch, 

that, if their minds are kept Jpii-itua!, they may be turned 
to the promotion of the caufe in which they arc embarked., 

le ce~t;ii11ly affords them an opportunity of providing, as 
they exprefs it, an afylum for thofe who may lo[e ca!t for 

the gofpel; ~s well· as of erecl:ing fchools, &c. the ex­
pences of which it might have been difficult to have de­

frayed by benevolences from Er.gland. 

In conformity with tk~fe ideas, wa~ the op1mon of an 
aged and refpecl:able minifter of the e!l:abliilied church.­
'" As to the fnares of bu/inefs," (faid he, in a letter to one 

of the committee) " it Ceems to depend chiefly on the flate 
" of the heart: if that be fired with a zeal for Goo, and 
" love to fouls, fuch attention to bufinefs as circumfrances 
" require, will not hurt it. It is one of the fidl: concerns 

" of the Moravian miffionaries ( who, 1 think, are excel­
,~ lent patterns for others) to find bufinefs or work where­

" ever they go; pattly that they may maintain themfelves, 

" and partly to fet a1t example of induftry to the heathen. 

" But then, they never lay up : they live upon a common 
B 2 " flock, 
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~' fl:ock, and impart what they can (pare to the neceffitoiu, 
~' If your brethren can att upon this plan, bufinefs wil( 
~, not hurt them.'~ 

Fifthly, We could not but obferve at the time, that th~ 
miffionaries did not write like perfons who fufpecl: their 
own actions, but as men confciou~ of the pur-efr intentions, 
and expeaing the approbation of their brethren : nor did we 
overlook the difinterellednefs of their giving up their fala­
ries to another million, as foon as they had any prof peel: of 
fupporting themfelves: and their )all: Letters, which ap­
pear at the latter end· of this number, afford ground of 
pleafing hope that what they fave in bufinefs will be em­
ployed in promoting the caufe in which they have en-
gaged. • • • • • 

Sixthly, After all, the committee confidering the frailty 
of human nature, was not unapprehenlive • Qf danger,· -an~ 
therefore addreffed a Letter to the Miffionaries, foll of fe­
rious and affeS:ionate caution i infreating them to be 
watchful, and committing them to HIM in whofe 1iame anq 
e-aufe they hav~ embarked. • • • •• • • • • • •. • 

Proceedings of the Committee relative to the foregoing 
intelligence, and tho. ejiablijhmmt of a ne,w mijjio~ 
to Africa.· • • 

AT a committee meeting helq at Arnfly, in Leicefier~ 
Jhirt, April 7, 1795, at which were prefent, brethren Hocc, 
PEARCE, SUTCLIFF, MILLS, HOPPER, CAVE, YATES, 

BL UNDl!L, BR u JN, MoRRJs, fl9ssoN, FULLER, and feve­
ral others of the fociety; after reading ihe foregoing l:etters, 
aod having ~ollecl:ed- the fentiments of feveral of the wife:~ 

and 
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~nd heft friends to the undertaking on their contents, it 
was unanimoufly refolved.-

I. Though upon the whole, we cannot difapprove of 
Jhe condutl: of our brethren in their late engagement ; yet, 
confidering the frailty of human nature in the beft of men, 
1hat a letter Qf ferious and aff"etlionate caution be add,dfed 

fo them. 

II. Though at prefent our brethren have no occalion 
for fupplies from us ; yet, lhould any viciffitudes in future 
render renewed affiftance necelfary, it fhall be cheerfully 
~ommunicated, • 
L ' 

III. Enquiries having been made, whether there be 
r,ny farther openings in the heathen world, encouraging to 

attempt the fpreading of the Kingdom of CHRIST in it, it 

~ppears to: us, from the Sierra Leone Reports, lately publifh­
ed, that fuch favourable ·appearances do exifr in .Africa, as 
deferve our immediate attention, 1/ . . . . 

IV, The fecretary informed the committee,. that having 
received letters from Mr. JACOB GRIGG, (a ftudent at the 
.Baptift Academy, at Br!flol) expreffing his earnefi: defire 

to be employed as a miffionary under the pa.tronage of this 
fociety, he had made enq_~iries of Mr. G10GG's tutors, re­
fpecl:ing his character and qualifications for fuch an under­
~king, to which very fatisfac¼ory anfwers had been returned. 
Mr. GRIG_G alfo, being prefent at this meeting, and per­
fonally olfering his fervices fo.r the work of the Lord, 
amongfr the heathen, it was refolved, that, provided it meet 

with the approbation of the Brfjlol Education Society, his 

propofal be atcepted, • 

V. That th,e practice of our blelTed Lord, in fendirrg 

owt his di(ciples twa ,md two, being highly worthy of our 
imitation, 
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imitation, we will ufe our utmofi endeavours to provide him 

with a fuitable companion, 

At this meeting, Mr. HOGG, finding by experic;nce, that 
his fituation was unfuitable for the office of treafurer, made 
a motion to relign. • The committee, imprelfed with the 
propriety of Mr. HoGG's objections, and at the fame time 

fenfible of the diligence and honour with which he had con­
ducted his trufi:, voted him their thanks for his pafi fervices, 
accepted his relignation, and chofe Mr, THOMAS Krno, of 
Birmingham, to fucceed him. 

THE next meeting of the committee was held at 
Kettering, after a public alTociation of the minifters and" 
churches of the Baptifi denomination in thefe parts, 
June I J, I 795, prefent, nearly all the members of the corn.: 
mittee, and a great number of the fociety. The fecretary 
reported, that fince the lafi committee meeting, at Arnsby, 
a young minifter (a Mr. JAMES RoDWAY) lately at the 

Brjflol academy, but now refiding at Bu1·ton-upon-Trent,_ 
has made a voluntary offer to accompany. brother GRIGG 

to Africa. Two letters alfo, addrelTed from ~im to Mr. 
GRIGG, defcribing his ex.ercires of mind, and the motives 

which induced him to make fuch an offer, were publicly 
read. Mr. RoowAY alfo being prefent part of the time, 
united with us in prayer, and repeated his offer: And full, 
enquiry having been made into his character and qualifica­

tions, it was unanimoufly refolved,-

1. That Mr. RoowAY's offer be accepted; and that 

as foon as circumftances will permit, preparations be made 

for his and Mr. GRIGG's departure. 

• II. Ttiat 



II. That a general meeting of the fociety be held at 

Birmingham, previous to the miffionaries embarking for 
Africa ; the 9,me of which !hall be fixed, as foon as cir­
cumfiances will admit. 

III. That it be recommended t(? the churches either to 
have an annual collellion for the miffion ; or if that were 
unfoitable, that every minifier lhould make a point of col­
leB:ing the fubfcriptions in his own congregation, and keep 

a debtor and creditor account with the treafurer of the 
fociety. 

Proceedings at the general meeting of the Society at 
Birmingha111, on Sept. 16, 1795, held for the Jo­
lemn jetting apart of Brethren GRIGG and Rao­
WAY lo the work • of the Lord amongft the 
AFRI-CANS. 

I 

~refent, Brethren RYLAND, HOGG, PEARCE, BLUNDEL, 

MORRIS, HOBSON, DENT, KING, MILLS, STEAD­

MAN, CAVE, EDMONDS, FULLER, and many other 

members of thi fociety. 

THE objecl: of this meeting, fa far as related to 
the fetting apart of our brethren GRIGG and RooWAY, 

was fuppofed to bear a near refemblance to the fending out 
of BARNABAS and SAUL, on a miffion amongfi: the heathen, 
by the church at Antioch. The proceedings of that church, 

therefore, as re.corded in AB:s xiii. 1-3, were confidered 
as a model worthy of our imitation: /¥hen they bad fqft­
ed, and praJcd, and laid their hands on them, they Jent 

them .. away. 

As 
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As our brethren were obliged to take coach for Lon.:. 
¥ion at three in the afternoon, not knowing but that the {hip 
would fail the next day; we were obliged to finilh the 
work of the day, fo far as it related to them, by half pail: 
one. It was agreed, therefore, to meet at fix in the morn.: 
ing for prayer, and at intervals to tranfact: fuch bufinefs as 
required to be fettled before their departure; 

Several brethren engaged ih prayer; between whidi 
exercifes the Secretary reported the fteps he had taken ir:t 
providing a paifage fot the miffionaries,' and the friendly 
treatment he had recei\·ed from feveral gentlemen interefl:..: 
ed in the Sierra Leone concerns; 

The expences of the miffionaries; already incurred; 
were then, fettled; and they were allowed; as follows :~ 

For time and expences in taking leave of their /; s. d; 
friends 16 J6 d 

Journey of Mr. GRIGG from Briflol to Bfr:. 
rRingham t 17 d 

Ditto of Mr. Ronw A Y from Dunkirk, in 
Glouceflerjhire, to Birmingham i o o 

Ditto of both, from Birmingham td London,-

by the mail*, - 6 16 6 

Each of which fums was paid by the Treafurer: 

After th:s, a letter was read and approved, _whicH had 
already been fent by the fecretary, to the Honourable the 
Directors of the Sierra Leone Company, informing them ' 

of our intention of fending out two young minifters to fome 
one of the countdes in Africa, bordering on their colony, 

• The full fare from Shrewfuury to London was obliged to be pai<l 

in order to u:cv RE their places, 
in 







in praying that the Holy Spi, it of Gon may w.ater it with 

his bleffir:g. 

" It afforJs us great plea1ure to learn that you ·have 
concluaed yourfelvcs in the colony in peace, honour, and 
fidelity. \Ve trufl: you will always fo demean yourfelves 
as to adorn the doB:rines of Goo our Saviour in. all things._ 

" The bearers of this, brethren JACOB GRIGG, and 

JAMES RoowAY, are two young miniflers, who 1-ove our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl, and th::: fouls of the Africans; and have 
.devoted them{eives to the work of the Lord amongfl: them. 
They bear a good character amongH us ; and we !hould 

be unwilling to part with them, but for the love that we 

bear to the fouls of thofe who fit in darknefs and the iba­
.dow of death. Bro.ther GRIGG is a member of the Bap­
tifl: church _at Launceflon, in Cornwall; and brother R,)D­
w A Y of another at Hilljley, in Glouceflajhire. • Should they 
requell: occafional or frated communion with you, receive 
them as brethren-in our common Lord. That which the 
elder addrelfea to his beloved GAIUs, we prefume toaddrefs 

to you, Beloved, ye do faithfully whatjoe·ver ye do to the 

brethren, and tojlrangcrs,-whom if ye bring for.ward on their 

journey, aft1r a godly fort, ye jhall dq well: becaufe that far 

his name's fake they go forth, taking nothing oj the gentiles. 

re will therefore receive Juch, that ye may be Jei/ow helpers 

to Jhe truth. 

"Some of us have a remembrance of brother DAVID 

GEORGE, and brother Cu'TBERT, to whom prefent the 
affeaionate regard of us· all, an·d accept the· fame to the 
whole church. Dearly beloved, farewell ! The grace of 

the Lord Jefus Chrill: be with your ·fpirits. Amen."· 

• After this, a part of a manutcript prepared by brother 

RYLAND, entitled " Chriflian lrylrullions, &c. dejigned for 
• c 2 the 
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the ufe of the Miffeonariu amon$ t'he l;leathe1'(1" was read a.nd 
approved, and 2000 copies ordered to be printed •. 

At a quarter before eleven o1clock public wodhip be.,. 
ian. After finging, brother HOGG prayed. Brolher FuL.., 
LER then read the firil three verfes of the thirteenth chap~er 
of the Afu of the Apoilles, as affording a rule for the pro.,. 
ceedings of the day; obferving, that this was the firft 
chriftian miffion among the heathen-that it w::1s attei:ided 
with fqjling, prayer, and the laying. on of hand~-aqd tha~ 
the lall of th~fe exercifes could 11ot be for the purRofe of 
conveying extraordinary gifts, and confequently W;3S: 110~, 

confined to. the a~e of miracles, feeing the parties:on whpm. 
hands were laid were ;µrea,dy P;o1Te(f~d of tti~n1, 

Af.ter tllefe obfervatio!ls, b_r~thren.G~I.GQ ::1nd Roow.AY, 
~ere reguefted tp ftate th~_ir, reafpns for enga.ging. in, this 
w.o~ an~ fome few of \:h1=. e~~rcif!;s_ Qf tl:\eir minds whicq 
ha\! led t9 it;, with. wl;lic;ti; r:i;qu~ they,complkc!, to the 
entire ~tisfacnon, w1, b~li~v.e, of a.n\Jme,.-o\,ls.~~~ refpe~~ 
ab}e a~4j~~c;e! • 

Brother F·UI.LER then folemnly committed0 them tQ 

GQd•by prayer, accompanied,with the layin~ on of han4~ 
'by the brethren in the miniftr~ pre(ent. 

• This manufcript, calculated, not only for the inll:ru8ion of hea, 
thens abroad, but for ~hildren and other young perfons at home ; as 
it contaills a fum111ary. of fcripture_l\iftQry.apd prqphe!y, from_the crea­

tier;i of th~ wor.ld to the ellabli~ment .of1 thf cJii-illia11, difp~rifatjon1 i~, 

D~W printed;_ and ~ay be had of Mr, BUTTQ,N, i4~ P.a,enwi,ercR,'1,'l".,. 
London; Dr. R Y,L,AN o, B~illol i. Mr. Ful,,LE)l, Kett~f)!lip. ~d, 
Mr. PEARCE,_Birmingham, at 4d. each, or. twenry-~ye/qr 7s, 

N. B. The purchafers of this little pamphlet will pleafe to correa 

the_ date_ of the m~ti,i;i,g a,t .~ir111\i;igh.;i.pi 1 vvliith, by, miOa,ke, is there 
f.iid.to be on Auguft 6, infi~d,of Sep~. 1,6, 

After 



After thist
1 
bro.t~er Rvi,ANO a<ldr,effed both them and 

t)1e congregation : The following is the fubllance of h~s, 
ii~drers :-,-

WITH the delign of our prefont meetin~ this auditory 
js already acquainted; and I have reafon to believe it meets 
wJ~ your general.approbation. I: am neither called to prefs 
f,el1Jcl:a11t, loiterers ipto _our Lord's fervice, nor to apologize 
t,o h1k~w.ar-.m profclfors for an undertaking they wilh to 
condemn. But my dear yo1rng friends, who long for the 
falvation of the poor Africans, now fitting in pagan and 

mahometan darkne(s, have requefted.my bell advice, before 
they. embark for their, defl:ined fervice .i and you. their pa­
Jrons, and, the generous benefactors ~f the benighted hea­
then, are willing and delirous that you may be !1:imulate~ 
fp greater exertions in the callfe of your bldfed L_ord, 

What palTage can I felecl: more fuitable to the purpo(e 
than that contained in the 6th-, 7th, and 8th verfes of the 
Jhird,epiftleof John, 

lf(hqm iftbq"' bring f11r.wArd • on.,their journey after a godly, 
far!, tbotJ,jlwlt:do.wefi£ becaefe that far his name's fake. 
they went, fo,:tb,. takjng nothing. of the Gentiles. We 

tpertfare, ought ta receiv1, juch, that w, might be ftl/rJw­

b.elpers tq the truth. 

This ~pi file is addrelfed to the well-beloved GA ms ! 
/)I rq~_n, WP.9, rna~ifefie:cL the profperous Hate of his foul, 

b_y· 1· kiog. in• the truth, and 1faithfully. Iayin.g himfdf out 
fpr, divfoe glQJ"y: co.,operating with his brethren, even. 

tti<?. , .hi> .h~Q been ,previoufly firangers to him in perfon, 
for {~e; p,ro,pag;iti9Q of tb,e gof pel; efpecially helping on, 

, their journey, in a manner worthy of Goo, thofe wno 

ratred by his refidence to carry the gofpel to the heathen. 
' Thef~ 



Thefe words will naturally lead me, :l'i,:Jt, To rn­
VESTIGATE TH.E CHARACTER, AND PROPER DISPOSI­

TION OF A CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY: and thus lay a 

foundation for fome fuitable advice to you, my dear breth­
ren, who are now engaging in this honorable, but ardu­
ous cnterprize, 

The apofile JoHN, you perceive, de(cribes the pri­
mitive miflionaries, whom G AIUS fo cordially entertained, 
as going forth for his name's Jake, whom they ferved, 
taking nothing of the Gentiles. 

I tru!l, beloved brethren, that you h:rve the fame objell 

in view; you acl: by the fame authority ; and are influenced 
by the fame motives : 0 that you tnay purfue your noble 
end in the fa.me manner. 

(1.) , The great OBJECT of.a chrifi:ian miffionary is to 

declare the name, or make known the charaller of Goo. 
To carry the "good knowledge" of his name to them who 
have hardly heard of the living and true Goo: and to 

make known the moral charatl:er of the glorious J liHO­

v AH. Without this, the found of his name can certainly 
be of no avail. It will not operate as a charm. If the 
fame ideas lhould be annexed to t"1e appellatives JEHOVAH 

or JESUS, which heathens annexed to Jove, Mars, or 
Apollo, the change of name would be of very little con­

fequence. 

The mere unity of Goo, though never clearly a(cer­
tained without fome help from revelation, would be but a' 

fmall advantage. MAHOM_E.T has borrowed t~is•Jruth 
from the Jews and Chrifi:ians, and taught it already to fome 

of the inhabi_tants of Africa, as well as to his more Eqfl­
ern votaries. 

An 



[ 23 ] 

An higher idea of Gon's natural perfelfions, would go 

hut a little way towards the moral improvement of man­

kind, unlefs connected with a j ufi: view of his righteous 
government, extending to the very fprings of action, and 
requiring purity of heart in every rational ·creature, as the 
fource of univerfal conformity to his will. 

And could even this Jail: objeEI: be attained, it would 

drive jinne,-s, who have already violated the divine law, to 

abfolute defpair, were you not to lead them to the crucified 

Sa.viour, " the Lamb of Gon, who taketh away the frn of 

" the world." 

It is, therefore," THE GLORY OF Goo IN THE FACE' 

OF JEsus CHRIST," which you mufr endeavour to exhibit 

to the Pagans,-a!flo~g whom you are going to re/ice. Your 

blelfed employm~nt will be to preach, in his name,. repent­

ance and remiffi~n of fins; a!furing them that there is fal­
vation in no other; for thus only C;:!.n a juH: and righteous 

Goo juftify the. i.mgodly, and at the fame tim1: utterly dif-' 

countenance fin. His name is therefore more welcome to 

the wounded fpirit than the richefl: ointment; and in him 

fiiaH po.or f:n:iers from among the gentiles truft. 

·.-- O, brethren! how great an honour bath the Lord, even 

}Estis, put upon you, that you, like his fervant PAtrL, 

lhould " bear his name before the gentiles, to turn them 
" from. darknefs i:o light, ar.d from the power of Satan to 

" Goo, that they may receive the forgivenefs of fins, anti 

" inheritance among them who are fancl:ified through faith 

" which is in Him ! " 

--
1 }Esus CHRIST muft be the fum and centre of your mi­

nlfrraiions. You mull: have a conil:ant regard to him in all 

your difcourfes, or you will be Cure to mifs your end.-
\Vhen 



\Vh·en you trca't Oh 'the divirte p-erfeaions and go\ici-li.­

tnem; whei1 you unfold the e,neht of huni,fn obligation, 
and lhew the fpiritu2llty of the divi11e law, :ihd the d~ead .. 
fulnefs of its curfe, it mull be With a view to co'nvinc<! 

your hearers of their need of a great and all-fuili.cient s~ .. 
,•iour. Thus you inufi lead them by Sinai and Ebal irito 
Calvary. 

This then mull: be your chief work, to lift up the fhoot 
from the !l:em of J ESsEs as a ftandard to the Gentiles, that 
they may feek for his glorious refi:. 0 point the natives of 
.Africa to him who is the anti type of. the brazen ferpent; 

if they look unto him; they iliall be healed of more deadly 
wounds than any venomous ·reptile in their torrid clime­
can inflict. Defcribe to them .the glvdes of the incarnate 
IMMANUEL; explain his offices as mediator; difclofe ,his 
all-fufficient fulnefs, and the riches of his fuper-abounding 
grace. l\,t the fame time forget not his regal fceptre, af­
fert his mild authority, and the obliga,tions of the redeem­
ed to be .devoted to him, who gave himfelf a ranfom for 
their enflaved fouls. 

You m uft: teach /inners to build all their hopest and aJ-i 

their holinefs, on this foundation. 1£ you would .comfort 
the broken hearted, pour into their wounds this only balm1 
Or, if you would excite a believer to come out from his 
idolatrous kindred, and be foparate, that he may walk iri 
newnefs of life, you mufi: ufe the love o/ CttR 1ST to con-­
frrain him to obedience. 

CHRIST mull: be Alpha and Omega, the firA: and the 
lafi: in your miniftrations, For his name's fake you are 
going forth, and in his name may your hearers be brought 

to trufi:; for there is none other name under heaven; given 
among men, whereby finners can be fave~, 

( 2.) It 
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no progrers in your work without the daily fop.ply of the 

fpirit of Chrill, continue therefore inllant in prayer, and 
watch in the fame, with all perfevcrance; knowing that 
neither is he that 'planteth any thing, nor he that watereth, 
but God who giveth the increafe. And, blelfed be his 
name, he hath promifed, that " he who goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious f\!cd, !hall doubtlefs come again 

with rejoicing, bringing his !heaves with him," 

But remember, brethren, ardent zeal muft be united 
with great patience. " Behold, the hu!bandman," after 
much toil, " waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience, until he receive the early and the latter 
rain." Yet, they who fow in tears lhall reap with joy. Be 
ye therefore patient, expecting that the Lord may try both 
faith and patience before he grants you any great fu.ccefs. 
Thus he dealt with his fervant BRAINERD, whofe life I 
know you have read with ad:niration and pleafure. Yea, 
if you ihould not live to fee the ha~veft, you lhali not lofe 
your reward. Take, my brethren, the prophets who fpake 
,in the name of the Lord, (or an example of fuffering af­
flicl:ion and of patience. They laboured, and reaped but 
little in their own day; but th~ apoftles entered into their 
labours, and their mafier received the revenue of glory, 
which they mutually enjoy in his kingdom, where he that 
Cowed and he that reaped now rejoice t.pgether. 

Let di/interd/ed love to the fouls of men confl:ant!y 
inflame your breafl:s. Shew to all around you, but efpe­
cially to the heathen, that you frek not theirs, but 'them.­
Unlike the facl:ors of Abaddon, who foment wars among 

the African chieftainS, that they may purchafe the cap­
,tives ; and regret not the murder of hundreds and thoufands, 

if they can fill their Jlaating hel1s with a few fcore_s of them 

that efcape the devouring fword and flames, and get gain 
bv 
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by felling thcn:i, on the other fide the globe, in.to per­
petual flavery ; 1hew that you would account it greater 
gain to refcue one fable brother from idol,atry and fin, tha11 
to return to Europe laden \3/ith thoufands • of S?ld and fil ver. 

Though Goo hat~ ordained, that they who preach the 
gofpel, iliould live of the gofpel, p AUL waved his right of 
fuppprt, and laboured with his hands· for his fobfifl:ence; 
and thcfe primitive miffionarics went forth on the like 
plan, taki~g nothing of the Gentiles. Excellent examples 
thefe of generous difinterefl:ed zeal I If churches 1hould 
by and by be gathered, and pallors raifed up· for the .dfri­
ca11s from among themfelves, you will do right to teach 
their • congregations to fupport them: but do you look to 

Con and the fociety which has fent you forth for fup-· 
port, unlefs he lhould enable you, by fome unexpected pro-
vidence, to provide for yourfelves, • ' 

Think of the w~rth of a fingle foul. A foul delivered 
from eternal death, and made an heir of endlefs blifs !­
Could you, my brethren, at the prefent awful period, whe~ 
the continent of Europe 1s deluged in human biood, and 
the earth fattened with murdered corpfes; could you {lill 

the madnefs of the people, and hulh the infenfate nations 
to peace; could you prodijce univerfal 'harmony and order, 
and revive trade and commerce in ~very country, now 

diftracl:ed by the wicked paffions of men ; and could you 
enfure to alt Europe, for a _whole century1 or for a thoufand 
centuries, the inell-imable bleffings of peace; would not 
your names be recorded. in hill-ory as the benefacl:ors of 

mankind? Would you not be almoil idolized as the tem­

porary faviours of the world? Yet, all the fum of happi­
nefs that could be enjoyed on earth, by all the inhabitants 
of Europe in a thoufand centuries, wherein the whole in­

fernal art of war thould be forgotten, and the. mofl: friend-

ly 



[ I JJ J 
ly intercourfc iliould fubfi{l between all its nations, an<l 
temporal profperity blefs every realm ;-the whole fom of 
this happinefs will be exceeded by the blifs of a fingle con­
verted dfrican1 which, lie 1hall enjoy in a boundlefs and blef­
fed eternity'. 

Finally, my brethren, look forward with humble hope 
to the eternal enjoyment oJ your bleffed Lord. The happi­
nefs which awaits every real convert turned unto Goo by 
your minilhy, awaits alfo yourfelves; and the happinefs of 
every fuch convert fuall make a large addition to your own. 

Be faithful unto death, and whether fuccefsful or not you 
£hall receive a crown of life. In that bleffed world the 
name of your Goo fhall be in your foreheads. There his 
fervants lhall ferve him, in the moll perfect manner : and 
there they that turned many unto righteoufnefs thall thine 
like tha fiars for ever. V{ e pray that numerous converts 
from pagan idolatry, and mahometan impofl:ure, may be 
your crown of rejoicing in the day of CHRIST JErns, and 
pail you on your entrance into the joy of your Lord.­
With thefe hopes we unitedly commend you to God, and 
}Vi1h you the amplefi fuccefs in the name of the Lord. 

I now, for a few minutes, addrefs r..1yfelf to the audi­
~ory at large, and beg leave very briefly to touch on the 
pther part of the fubjelt, as the text leads me, 

Secondly, To SHEW THE OBLIGATIONS OF CHRIS­

TIANS TO BE FELLOW-HELPERS OF THE TRUTH, by 
lending affiftance to thofe who are willing freely to propa­
gate it among the Gentiles. 

In-what MANNER lhould this be done? after a godly 

fart; or, in a manner WQrthy of God. a~'"'f .Toll 0Eoll, 

Goo·· 
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Goo our Saviour deferves that we lhould make his 
caufe our own ; y~, that we fhould prefer his church to 
our chief joy: laying out ourfelves con!lantly for the pro­
pagation of true religion, and doing whatever we attempt 
of this kind heartily, as unto the LORD, 

The congregation now aifembled has fuewn a readi­
nefs for this {ervice, by contributing to the fupport both 
of -our brethren who have gone to .Ajia, and to thofe who 
are now going: to .Africa, t-0 preach the gofpel to the Gen­
tiles. The miffionaries fhould be willing to imitate PAUL, 

if needs be, in working with their hands; but they can­
not expetl: t~ learn the native languages without much 

- toil, now the gift of tongues is c~afed. And if they have 
time to fpare, tbey may probably do more good by a' fchool 
than any other way: and if that iliould be partly a Free­

fchool, it may be for the advantage of the truth. At leall, 
therefore, they mull: .have fupport from Europe .for .a time. 
And we want, as foon as fit miffionaries can be found, to 
{end to other parts of the heathen world. 

Brethren, you ha\•e been very generous ; and we trull 
you will continue to fhew your generality. The liberal 

foul {ball be made fat. The liberal devifeth liberal things, 
and by liberal things he fhall il:and. 

O think how liberal CHRIST has been to us. He gave 
us our all. He gave HIMSELF for us ! He has been libe­
ral of fpiritual as well as temporal bleffings. He was la­
villi of his heart's blood for us. We are not our own, but 
His. \Ve are the property of our Redeemer. Can we 
have been lincere in giving-; pi-ofe~clly, body and foul to 
hi 01 , if we admit not that our fil ver and our gold are His alfo? 

Help the rniilionaries, likewife, by your confi:antproyer.r. 

Remember they are going forth for his name's fake. If yo,u 
love 
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love him, if his name is to you as ointment poured forth, 

help them daily. You poor, who· have neither filver nor 
gold to give, who could hardly fpare the widow's mite, you 
may help by prayer, You may pray open the hearts of the 
rich, yea, you, while retired in a Birmingham garret, may 
pray open the hearts of the heathen to receive the truth. 

Let us all, who encourage this undertaking, look well 
to our motives. Do what you do after a gadly fart-For 

Goo's fake-In a manner worthy ,of Goo,--Heartily, as 

unto the Loao. 

,With what END ? That we may be fellow-helpers to 
the truth, even the truth as itis in JESUS. 

0 think of the awful lies, by which the deceiver of 
the nations has milled the fons of men. 

Reflecl: how great a,bleffing is the knowledge of THE 

TRUTH. True ideas of Goo---'his uni_ty""'"".'nature...:.perfec­
tions---'law.-:and go(pel. Of man, his duty, guilt, danger,. 
remedy, interefi-, and eternal defi-iny. 

Confider how little progrefs the truth has made ai yet; 
though the gof pel has been in circulation among the nati­
ons for near one thoufand eight hundred years, How much 
of the world is fiill in pagan ,darknefs ! How many coun­
tries deluded by MAHOMET ! How much of chrifiendom, 
fo calied, belongs to Antichriil ! What oppofitian have 
the powers of hell made to the ,truth of Goo ! 

Great indeed is truth, and /hall prevail at lafl: But is 
this a reafon why we lhould not be ,·aliant for it? If we 
think fo, it never will be fpread till we arc fwept off the 

globe, and anothn· fort of chri/lians have fucc.::eded us. 

MEROZ was curfed who came not up to the help of J EHo~ 
V.'\H 
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\r AH againll: the mighty, though his own right hand wn~ 
fufficient for him. Let us tremble at that curfe, if tl1c 
iliadow of it does but harig over us. 

Say not, The time is not come, the time that the moun­
tain of the LoRo's houfe lhoul<l be exalted above all hills, 
and all people flow unto it. It is not for us to know the 

times and feafons, which the Father hath referved in his own 
power, but to do our duty. 

lf fome had not run rifques in hringin·g the go(pei to 
B,·itain, but if they who knew it had waited till our ancef .. :' 
tors had fent for it, what had we been at this day? Perhaps 
we had now been futrciunding a huge wicker Cololfus~ 
crammed full of human facrifices, men, women, and chil­
dren, to fee them burnt to death in houor of the infernal 

-gods*· 

Remember, as foon as Zion travailed, fh.e brought forth; 
Yea, faith the LoRD, " Before they call I will anfwer, and 
while they are yet fpeaking I will hear."- Th_e fet time to 

• DruiJ~m-Difciplina in Britannia reptrta; atque inde in Gaili­
~m tranfiat:a efre exiftimatur.--Pro viEl:imis homines immolant,­
adminill:ris, que ad ea facrific'ia Druidibus utu.ntur, &c.--'Immani mag-­
nitudine limulacra habent: quorum contexta viminibus membra vivi1i" 
hominibus romplent; quibus foccenlis, circumventi .flamma, exani~ • 
mantur hornines. Czfar de Bello Gallico, Lib. vi. 

See in Duncan's Folio Tranfiatiori of Crefar's Commentaries, :i 
piElure of a huge Coloffus, made of ofier twigs, in which men were 
burnt alive in honor of the Gods. Book VI. §, "v. p. 98. 

Among the druidical maxims which have been collecled and pre-­
ferved, this is one-

" Prifoners of War are to be dain upon the altars, or BURNT 

ALIV£, I!ICLOHD IN WICKER, to the honor of the Gods," 

Rapin's Hift, of England, Vol, I. Intro:luS:ion, p, vi. 

favor 
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favot Zion is at hand; when Goo's (ervants take pleafurEi 

in her ftones. All chrifiians cannot preach; all preacher; 
rnufi not leave their fiations: all have not gaJd, nor even 
filver, to build the temple of the Lord. Eur aH chrifrimls 
are the Lord's. All chrifiians can pray. All then may, 
'pne way or Ot~er, be fellow-helpers to the truth. 

AFTER finging, brother P EA.ltd: concluded the 
public wodhip by prayer; and at half pafl: one the congre..­

gation was difmiffed, when we retired for _refrelhm~nt; 

and at three brethren GRIGG and RoDWAY fet off in the 

mail for London-. . 

At halfpafi three t'he foc;iety met again, and palfed feveral 
refolutions ref pecl:ing monie·s in hand, and enlarging their 

'Committee; by incorporating the ccimmittee of the Birming­
ham affifiant fociety into that of the primary fociety; and 
choofing Mr. DENT; of Northampton, infiead of Mr. TRIN­

DER; deceafed~ 

But that which occupied the greater part of the afte·rnoon, 

was the reading of feveral letters lately received from our 
brethren in Bengal; to which an anfwer was prepared, ap­

proved; and figned~ 

A propofal, having been previoufly drawn lip; was read, 
_ and fubmitted to the foc:iety for extendiAg its aid to village 

preaching in England;-On which it was refolved; That as 

the monies in hand we~e given for the exprefs purpofe of 
tarrying .the gofpel amongfl: the heathen, we cannot other­

wife difpofe of any part of them without the con(cnt of the 
general body of the fubfcribers. It was therefore agreed, 

that the faid plan 1hould be printed in the Periodical Acco11nt1, 
• R by 





Copies and Extraets of Letters from Bengal, from 
January 6, to March 18, 1795. 

f'rom brother THOMAS to Mr. B--, London. 

Moypau!diggy *, December 6, I 794 . 

. THOUGH it isfo long lincewe arrived in this country, 
wr are hardly fettled yet. But the hurry attending our en.:. 

tr~nce on the concerns in which we have engaged being 
ne.ariy at an e~d, you will 1hortly hear of our purfuing our 
origil)al plan, with more acl:ivity than we have. been able 
hitherto; and we both hope to become helpers of our good 
fociety, rather than burth~ns. We often fpeak together of 
;your kir:idnefs to us 011 our leaving England; and, indeed, 
it was .througi) a multi.~ud:e of timely exertions, and favorable 
prov,idenc;:es.,_ t~at we aii reached India in-fafety. Since our 

• Qeing here, Mr. CA:~EY has loft his th\r4 fon by death, but 
the r~O: of us are in.good health and fpifits. Be pleafed, my 
pear fir, to offer ;Up prayers to Goo for us, that we may be 
p~eferved from evil--,-that the power of religion may prevail in 
ourow!1 hearts and lives; and that Jejus Chrift may be made 
manifeft to the heathen through us. 0 for fome reviving 

in this dearthy fl:ate of the world, where all is dark, damp, 
and dampning ! make interceffions for us, I entreat you. 

RAM BosHOO is ~ith Mr. CAREY: PARBOTEE is fiill 
feveral hundred miles up the ~ountry, and,we have not feen 

him yet. 

• About 50 tnil~~ t~.ilis northward ·or Maida. 

R 2 
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'.ro Mr. F--, Kettering. 

I]ecemher. l 2, 1794., 

\VE have heard of the il1ips arriving month after 
month; but, to our great furprize and concern, found no 
letters from an.y of our friends in the fociety. 

Brother CAREY, no doubt, ha5 written largely to you,. 
informing you, that we have each of us undertaken the 
manufacl:ory we formerly mentioned .. We are now almo~ 
fettled-have concerns with hundreds of the nati~e5....::.ancl, 
are the greateft part of the year at Ieifore for th·e bufinefs 

• Qf the miffion. \Ve have renewed the work of tranflating 
the fcriptures ; but our progrefs depends on many circ1.fril~' 
ftances. I have told you, in former letters, with what 
great diffic1:1lties we had been all opprefi~ and with \i.>ha~ 
gooclnefs .and mercy we were all brought through. ' 

Brother CAttEY and I are loving, kind, and agreeable 
to each other, which condu~ greatly to our mutual corn"'. 
fort. I wilh the time was come, when we may have it iq 
~r power to remit fome affifi:ance to the fociety, and fo 
lelfen the great charges they have been at in fending iJ~ out. 
Should more mifilonaries be fent hither, our homes -fuall 
be theirs •. Adieu. • ' 

Alfeaiona,tely y-0m·~, 

JOHN Tfl0~1AS. 

• Tile So~e.ty hqpe tl,a.t)t ""(ill, not be long before tJ1ey _/hall be 
epabled ro fend o.ut mpre labourers,. to affift our Brethren in their im­
portant wor1:.;··and '~ci p;o~ide a'gainff the· interruption which might 

otherwife be occa!ioned in the publication of the gofpel in Hindoftan : 
an event, which muft necefi"arily follow the death or other removals of' 
tbe prefent miffi~tie5; if foitable r.:it~lfors, '<Jtialifi~ by an acquai11t­
~.l)GC with the J:mguage, &c. were not at h~nd to take their places, 

From 
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From Mr. CAREY, to the Baptifl Society for jpread-
• ing the Gojpel. 

Mudnahptty, Jan. 6, 1795. 

DEAR -BRETHREt-11 

THE wonderful providence of Gon, which placed 
µs in the fituatioh where we now are, mufi, I conceive, 
afford pleafure to all who love the caufe of CHRIST, as we 
!llay now be enabled_ to lend pecu~iary help to the work of 
Gon. It has indeed fet us b_~ck in pur principal work, 

pn accounto( the ccirrupt language f po ken here ; but this 
is_ not unconq4erable: for, with the affifiance of Moonlhee, 
Jam enab~ed to go out, e"rpecially on the Lord's-day, and 
preach the gofpel to the natives. . The ,villages in this 
neighbourhood ~pntaining but few inhabita1Jts, my congre­
gations are cpnfequently fmall ;, .though, in general, com­
pofed of all the villagers. I have prea~hed • already in 
four or five of thcfe villages, and am exten,ding my fphere 
pf acl:ion alm~fi: every week. ,Of fuccefs, I can as yet fay 
nothing: for often, through the want of a more perfetl: 
;icquaintant:e whh the language, I have not been able to 
pbtain the attention of the people. Lail Lord's-day, in­
deed, was more pleafing. I w~nt to a \·illage, inhabited 
wholly by profelfed mullelmen, but who intermix fome pa­
gan notions with the mahometan, and difcourfed with them 
upon the evil and univerfality of fin, together with the ho­
Jinefs of Gori ; and then enquired, If thefe things were fo, 
how they could poftibly efcape the wrath to come ? They 
were confounded, and faid, they had never heard thefe 
things before, and that their Padre (teacher) had only told 
them what were the duties of mahommedifm. I then drew 
a parallel between Come parts of the bible, and fome parts of 

the RQran: an1ong others, this-Our bible direcls, " Pray 
"for 
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• 1 for your enemie~, :1.nd do good to them that dcfpitefl.llly 

"ufe you/1 four koran ~pm~a.nds _t~e exter1{1ination of 
nil unbelieve~:s. l thcti e'nq~ircd, which of thefe injunc­

tions corref1londed moll: with the true character of Goo ? 
They confe!Ted that. the pn&rence mull: be given to the 
bib'le: ~n'J then· promiled to cafi: off their practice~ of lying, 
fiealing, wodhipping the. fun,,_ offeri~_g to depar~ed fouls, 

&c. One(man 'in particular fecmcd rnuch concerned, and 
<:ondemncd his former practices in the face of all the others 
i·n the t:,la·ce, who alfo un1;erfally afrent~d to what he faid; 

I hope: ·Gon will follow up this work~ _I promifed'to re;,. 
p~at my v'i1it; '311d intend to do it frequently. I feel plea; 
fure in t~inkiilg that it begins to be in this· country fomeC: 
w:-iat lik:e wha~ is re·corded in the Acts of 'tlie A.po!l:les~ 
"A J moff all .A.fia h·e~rd the· vJord of- the· Lc,:rd>' • b·oth 'Jews 
"'and Gre-eks." So here, I trufi, in a little time it rhay be 
faid, that the whole difiri8: of Dinagepore, both Hindoos 
:and Mahommedans; will· have heard the word of the gofpel. 
\Ve have here about twenty Europeans, befides children, 
who are friendly, to the gofpel ·; moll: of whom1 • in i judg~ 
ment of charity~· we reckon to be 'teal chriftians; • • 

I have been vifited with fevere i'llnefs, both in my own 
perfon, and in my family. , My wife -and eldeft fon are juffi 

recovered from a dyferitery of twelve months continuance. 
I have had two attacks of an intermittent· fover, which 
was attenoed with a dyfentery alfo, and reduced me very 
much ;· and one little boy of five years' old· has been re~ 

rno\'ed.-from us by death. He lay ill about a: fortnight, and 
died of a mortification in his bowels, caufed by a. flux and 
fever; but Goo is infinitely wife, and I feel a fa~red plea­

fore in acquiefcing in his will. It is to me very wonder­
ful, that no letter from any of my friends_ in England has 
yet been received. I am afraid that they have been fent 

by private hands : if fo, ten t-0 one if they ever reach us ; 
but 
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but letters fent by the pojl feldom mifcarry:. ancl parcet~.; 

fent in a regular way, are fure of being delivered fafe ........ 
Direct for me at Mu411abatty, near Maida, in Bengal, 

I long to know how all my friends do,, efpecially tho 
fiate of the church at Leicefler. I fee by an Engliih.newfJ 
paper that dear Mr.RYLAND is gone to BrijM; but re-­
ligious intelligence in general I much want to obtain. 

I intend foon to fend fpecimens of Bengalee letters, for 
types. : A conliderable part of this expence I hope to b-: 

able to bear myfelf. Pray write foon~ and may Gcu 
fo profp;er the Society, that the grcatdl good may rc:Cult 

from it. 

- , 
CJ'o Dr; R. Brijla!. 

]anuary 27, 1795. 
LONG; very long have I been expelling to hear fome• 

thing from my dear friends. in Europe: three opportunities 
have ebpfed, and I have heard of other people's recerving 
letters, but every arrival has only brought difappointment 

to me. I know my friends would be glad . to communi­
cate their joys and forrows, fucce(s or difappointments to 

me;· but what can have hindered their arrival? My mind 
is often employed in reflecting upon my' dear friends and 
connexions in England. I long to know who is at Nor­
thamptpn? Who at Leicij1er? How all the minifiers do? 
How the Society goes .on? and how the churches p~ofper? 

I was in hopes of feeing R1PPON's Regifier, and other ar­
·ticles publilhed by my friends; and to have had tidings of 

the American churches, and the fuccefs of the caufe of 
C_HRIST in other parts of the world. I hope this gratifi­

cation will not be much longer delayed; and when once 
I receive 
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t receive a letter, 1 lhall naturally expecl: the fame pleaf,nc 

regularly by the lhips every feafon. 

You have undoubtedly received my account of the 
manner how divine providence has appearedi both in mine 
and my colleague's favour; fo; that though we were tolfed 
about a while; yet; now we have enough, not only for 
ourfelves, but for yielding fame pecuniary affiClance to the 
caufe of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Though we cannot as yet fend you the plealing ac.;. 
count of the converlion of any of the natives fince our ar.: 
rival ; -y<!t, Goo has enabled_ me fo far to fpealc -the Jan.: 
guage, as to preach intelligibly for fometirr,_es half an hour 
together; and, with the affifianc:e of Mooniliee, at other 
tim·es we continue an hour: and befides our Hated feafons 
of preaching, I have very frequent opportunities of ferious 
difcourfe with them upon the dangers that idolaters are in, 
and the abfolute neceffity of obtaining pardon for that and 
every other fin through the blood of GHRIST.1 Some ma­
bometans have declared their determination of aband~ning 
their fuperftitions; and I think I may f~y, that there rs 
already a flirring among the dry bones ; but, alas ! the 
fpirit of life from Gon ·has not entered "into them yet; l­
am now, however, in greater hope than ever before; fince 
I have been in the country; and I doubt not but Goo ~a!; 
fome gracious de!ign in the afi:onilhing removals that have • 
taken place with us in his providence; and the amazing pro.; 

vifion which he has made for us, 

I have fet up a fchool in this neighbourhood _for fome 
months paft; but the extreme ignorance and poverty of 
the natives, lead thein to take away their children upon 
every llighl: occafion; and this; in 'a great meafure; pre­

vents the accomplifhment of our de!ign; To remedy this, 
Mr. 





- and others of my intimate acquaintance ? How are 
Mr. E. and Dr. W. &c.? tell them, I love them'much 
in the Lord JEsus, and fuall heartily rejoice in their prof­
pcrity, both fpiritual and temporal. Pray how is it with 
yourfelf and Mrs. P.? May Gon greatly blefs you with 
his prefence ! -

I have had much darknefs, and, I blefs Gon, fome 
light. In providence I have been much exercifed ; but 
now, I thank Gon, both myfelf and my colleague h,ave 
enough for ourfelves, and fomething to fpare for the caufe 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 0 may I never want a 
heart to expend it upon that moft defirable object ! 

We have had long and heavy affliaions ; but for di­
vine fupports, and gracious recoveries, I owe much praife 
to Gon, wbofe providence confl:antly watch.es over my 
concerns. 

I have had no fuccefs yet in the work of converfion 
among the natives ; and yet, am in greater hopes than 
ever. I know you will clear me from the charge of egot­
ifm, if I tell you what we ar~ doing in ~his work ; as I 
only fpeak it to the glory of Gon1 who has. put it in the. 
power of my hand. I fpeak fo much Bengalee as to be 
able to preach intelligibly for half an hour together, and I 
hope, that foon, from our fituation, we lhall be able to fay, 
that almofi all they in the difl:ricl: of Dinagepore have heard 
tha word of Goo, both Hindoos and Mulfelmen"'"!'"' Th,is is 

already the cafe in my neighbourhood. 

Many difficulties arife from the fuperfl:itions and caft 
of the natives, which is one of ~he mofr curfed engines 
that ever the devil invented to enflave the fouls of men. 

I will give you a fpecimen. 

When 
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When my dear little boy died I could not prevail upon 
any one to make him a coffin, though we had carpenters in 

lil'lll' own employ. With difficulty I engaged four mu1Tel­
men to dig a grave for him, No one would undertake it 
alone, and •therefore fo many of them went together, that 
they might all have an equal !hare of lhame. We fent 
feven or eight miles for two perfons to carry him to the 
grave; but in vain : and my wife and I had agreed to do 
it ourfelves, when a lad who had 19ft caft, and our mater 

(a fervant who performs the moll fervile offices) were in­

duced to relieve us from this painful fervice. This was 
on Saturday, and on Monday the four mu1Telmen came 
and told u~ that they had lofl: cafl: for digging the grave, and 

that the mundul, or head man in their village, had forbid 
any of the people to eat, drink, or fmoak with them. 

It is w~ll known that Mahometans have no cafr; but 
they imagine they have, and the lofs of it is to them as 
ferious a thing as to Hind·oos. 1 therefore fent for the 
tnan, and told him that he mufr eat, drink, and fmoke 
with them, or Hay till I had fent to the judge at Dinage­
pore. After fome prevarication he agreed, and fo the affair 
ended. By this inftance you may judge of our difficul­
ties; but this is my comfort: divine power can fubdue all 
things; and without the HOLY SPIRIT nothing effecl:ual 
can be done any where, or under any circumftances.­
Pray for us fervently. Do you labour in England, and I 
will in Bengal. It is all one caufe, and may Goo give us 
all fuccefs. 

CJ'o Mr. F. Kettering. 

January 30. 

THROUGH the mercy of Goo we are all well 
except my eldeft fon; though we have had a confiderable 

s 2 ihare 
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lhare of afflil"tion in every br:mch of the family. The deal­
ings of Goo are myll:erious,-but always end well, and fre­
quently, in our greater felicity and advantage: thus, I truft 
it is with me both in body and foul. During the time in 
which 1 could fee very little elfe but forrow, I was power­
fully fopported by the reflecl:ions I often had upon the 
goodnefs of the caufe which I had undertaken, and by thofe 
words of PETER-" The God of all grace, who hath called 

." yr,u unto his eternal glory by Chrj/1 Jtjus, • after that ye 
" have fuffered &while, make you per:fttr, jlablifh,Jlrengtben, 
"jtttle you." I faw, that it was Goo's method, often­
times to lead his people through tribulation, before he ap­
peared for tl-ieir deliverance; and was ·enabled to rely upon 
his goodne(~, and trull in his grace. And now, I have 
light arifen out of darknefs, and a wide field for ufefulne(s1 
I pray, that Goo may give me an heart to exprefs. my 
thankfulnefs by a conllant devotednefs to his work;, and, 

as I am devoted to his fervice, may he preferve me from 
embezzling that property with which he has entruft.ed me, 
and which is properly his own. ' 

I have frequent opportunities of preaching to Europe­
ans here, and of focial converfe wi_th valuable men ;. and I 
am now able to preach a little in Bengalee, or rather, I 
mix Bengalee and Hindoftanic together; but· can be un­
derftood tolerably well, much better than I c~n ~n·d~~ftand 
them. My fituation obliges me to travel much, and I have 
had opportunities of preaching near an hundred miles fur­

ther up the country. I was a little time fince within fight 

of the mountains which feparate Bengal from Tibet; and 
almofl: out of the Company's dominions : fo that not only 

in my own neighbourhood is the word preached, but I have 
opportunities of publifhing it among the more diftant inha­
bitants of the country, where, probably, no European has 
ever been before. 

I cannot 



I cannot help hoping that Gon will foon work for his 
own glory in the converlion of fome of the people: They 
hear with great attention, an<l fome have declared their re­
folution to part with all their fuperflitions, and foek th~ 

true Goo. Poor fouls ! They have need of the gofpel 
indeed ! Their fupedl:itions are fo num_erous, and all their 
thoughts of Goo fo very light, that· they only confider him 
as a fort of play-thing. Avarice and fervility are fo unit­

ed in almofl: every individual, that cheating, juggling, and 
lying 'are efreeme<l no fins with them : and the befl: among 

them, though they fpeak ever fo great a faHhood, yet it is 
not confidered a~ an evil, ~nlefs you firfr charge them to 

fpeak the truth; When they defraud you ever fa much, 

and you charge them with it, they coolly anfwer, "It is 
" the cuflom of the ~ountry." This may ferve to lhew 
you how difficult it is to convince them of fin; _for though 
their, ihafl:ers • abound in exprellions of the evil of the 

-,, " 
• The writings efieemed facred by the Hindoos are of two kinds, 

the BEDJI.S, or original fcriptures; and the SHASTl!RS, or commenta­

ries on the Bedas. 

The Bramins fay that Beifs Muni, pr Bears the infpired, a prophet 
who lived in the reign of Judithter, on the banks of the Jumna, neJr 

the prefent city of Delhi, colle8:ed from every part of India the detach­
ed pieces of which tlte BED AS are now cornpofed, and gave them their 

prefent form. • 

They are divided into four books, which are all written in the 
Shanfcri~ language: They contain 100,000 Alhlogues, or ftanzas in 
yerfe, each of which tonfitls of four lines. 

The Firfi Beda is called Rua BEDA, which fig11ili.:s the fcience of 
divinatior:, concerning which it princi1ully tre:m. 

The Second is difiinguilhed by the name of SHEHAM: that word 

'fignifies piety or devotion ; and thii book accordingly treats of all reli­

i!ious and rnor:il duties, 

The 
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heart, and the neceffity of an entire change; yet not one 

in a thoufand has ever Ccen or heard even them, Nay, I 
ha,,e found many BRAMINS fo ignorant that they have 
never fccn their own jhqjlers; and many who are ell:eemed 
learned, do not know the difference between a foanfcrit 
gramma1· * and a religious book. An inll:ance of this oc­
curred la!l: Lord's day. I had occafion to go and preach 

The Third is the JUDGER BEDA, which, as the word implies, com­
prehenJs the whole Ccience of religious rite& and ceremonies. 

The Fourth Beda they call OBATER BAH: In the Sh:mfcrit OBA• 
TER iignifias the Being 01· the Eff"ence; and BAH, Good; fo that the 
OBATER BAH is literally, the knowledge of the good Being:' anti ac­
cordingly this book comprehends the whole fcience of theology and me­
taphyfical philofophy. 

The word SHASTBR literally fignifies knowledge; but it is com­
monly underftood to mean a book thattreats of divinity and the fciences, 
There are many lhafters among the Hindoos. Th.e chief are the BE­
DANG, the NEADIRSEN, and tl:e DIRM Shafters,' The Hindoos are 
divided into two grand religious feth. Almoft all thofe of the Decan, 
:and of the Malabar and Coromandel coafts, are of the fe8: of the Be­
dang : but the generality of the Hindoos of Bengal, and all the North• 
crn part of Hindoftan, efteem the N eadirfen as a facred lhaller. The 
:firll part of the Dinn lhafter maintains thofe religious tenets which are 
coam:on to both fe8:s of the Hindoos. --N. B. The Neadirfen 
:lbafter con/ills of feven volumes, the firft of which is depoiited in the 
Britilh Mufeum. 

See Dow•s Hifrory of Hindollan, Vol. I. introd. p.p. xxv.-liii, 

Some authors have difiing1.1ilhed the two chief /hailers by the 
names of the Viedam, and the Shaftah. 

Holwell's Hillorical Events, Vol. I. p, It, 

• All other languages were cafually invented by mankind to exprefs 
their ideas and -;vants ; but the afronilhing formation of the Shanfcrit 

feems to be beyond the power of chance. Jn regularity of etymology, 
and grammatical order, it far exceeds the Arabic. It in lhort bears 
evident marks that it has been fixed upon rational principles by a body 

of 
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to a company of people who were worlhipping SARO­

~u ADI•, the patronefs of literature. The general opi­
nio.n of the learned is, that the idols are only images, hav­
ing no power in them; but that it is well plealing to Goo 
to worlhip them in honor of the perfons they reprelent, who 
they fay, were eminent for virtue or goodnefs to men: The 
Bramin however who attended this ceremony, told me plainly 
that this image was God. When I atkcd him, By what au­
thority he did this ? he anfwered, That the lhafl:ers com­

manded it. I enquired, What 1hafters? he faid, The 
BEE ACCORAN, which I knew to be only a grammar. I 
was much drawn out in love to their fouls, and was enabled 

of learned ·men, who ftudied regularity, harmony, and a wonderful 
timplicity and energy of expreffion. 

Though the Shanfcrit is amazingly copious, a very fmall grammar 
and vocabulary ferve to illu{lrate the principles of the whole. In a trea,. 
t;ife of a few pages, the roots and primitives arc all comprehended; and 
fo uniform are the rules for derivations and inflexions, that the etymon 
of every wore! is with facility at once inveftigated. The pronuncia­
tion is indeed fo quick and forcible, as to make it difficult of acqui!i­
tion even in early years : but when once it is attained to perfeclion, it 
ftrikes the ear with amazing boldnefs and hannony. The Shanfcrit 
alphabet conlifis of fifty letters, but one half of thefe convey combin­
ed founds, fo that its chara~ers in facl: do not exceed oµrs in number. 

Dew's Hiftory, V.:il.L p. xxvii. 

• The feaA: of SuRltEE PUNCHEMEE falls on the fifth d~y of 
the new moon in January, and is dedicated to SuRsUTEE (probably 
pronounced differtntly in different parts of the country) the Gentao 
Gaddefa of arts and letters. She is fabled to be the dau§thter of Bir­
mah and Birmaanee, The Koyt caft, or tribe of writers, are prohibit­

ed the· ufe of p~n and ink on this feftival, which are confecrated tu 

her for the day, and a ceffation is put to bufine1s of every kind.­
SEER EE fignifies Fortune, or Succefs, and is the firft word of every 

epiftolary ,orrefpondencc in the Gentoo language, 

Holwell, Vol. II. p. 134. 

to 
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to warn them againtl: the devices of their teachers, for a 
confiderable time ; and felt more than ufual liberty in {peak­
ing, and but little want of words. 

Pray how do you do, and the churches of my acquaint­
ance; efpecially Leiceflerand Moulton? My love to your 
friends. I hope you are better of the affiiction in your head. 
Goo preferve you. Pray let me hear from you~ 

CJ'o the Church in Harvey-lave, Leicefler. 

February 5. 

MY .E'VER, DEAR FRIENDS, 

NEVER yet fince I left Europe have I heard one 
word refpeaing the fiate _or welfare of any of you. Four 
opportunities have paffed, and each has only mocked my 
anxiety. The profperity of the church at Leicefler lies 
very near my heart, and is an important object in my pray­
ers. I ihould have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in the truth. 

I very much hope, that the fpirit of prayer and chrifiian 
love, which you enjoyed at the time of my departure, is not 
evaporated, but grows and advances more and more ;-that 
yo~ fiill increafe in numbe-rs, and encourage one another 
in every good word and worlc ;-that the glorious doctrines 
of the grace of Gon are Hill the glory of the church ;­
and that the order and difcipline of the church is not neg­
Ieaed on any account. Confider, it is-for Gon and his 

glorious caufe that you act, and that you can only expect 

peace ~nd profperity in religion by walking in all the ordi­
nances and commandments of the Lord blamelefs ; .and 

that all the pro~ifes of Gon are made to thofe who honor 

him 
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'fo his Father. 

Februqry 1· , 

BOTH Mulf'elrtie11 and Hindoos manifefi:' a wilh to 
be inftruE\:ed in the word of Gon. -• Laft Lord's~-day I ,went 
to a village near to where I Jive, called Maddabatty,'. • At 
my firft entrance I faw a hou{e which I knew;"vus'<l(.ffo°ted 
to Mahomet. 'I •afked, What houfe that was? They an­
fwered, it wa·s EMAUN's. 1 enquired, \~ho E°MAVN was? 
They could not tell. " Does he live here, or any·where 

" in this country?" Th~y anforered, He was-dead. • -··I then 

enquired, why they erecl:ed a. houfe for a dea'd rtl~ri ; and 
what end it ~01:1Id an(wer if no one lived there.? 1:-,hey in­
timated that it was for the falvati~n of the peopk .of the 
place, . I then_ alked,." If ,Yoll have a~y c·alami.ti~~ ~efa{ 

" you, will this_ houfe, or its owner, help you 2'. They h_~ve 
" no power ? and if you ar~ finners, they ca,qq9t _fo~gi ve 
" you!' I then difcourfed with them f":rth~r on. fin, their 
finful ftate, heaven ancl hell; and then of the fofficiency 

and effica~y of the g~fpel way of falvation; and prciTe~ 
them to caft off all their evil ways, and falfe M~hometan 

wor!hip, ~d feek falvation by CHRIST. Tliis they 'pro­

mifed to do; and I am in hope that Gon • may blefs the 
word to tb-eir falvation. ~ •• • • 

'l'o Mrs. H.·· (b:s SiJJer ) . . 

Mar~h 11. 

AS I have a great folicitude to hear of your wcl7 
fare; fo, I doubt not, you have to hear of mine ; though, 

I fuppofe, yo11 have received my letters before now, and 

are 
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are therefore cafy on my account. Many changes have 

been experienced by ~c lince I left England; but I find 
that all have been comlucive to my good,' and I trufl: w~II 

be foun<l to the promotion of the knowledge of the gofpef 
of our LORD Ji,:sus CHRIST: yet, I have abundant caufe 
to complain of my unfruitfulnefs from day to day, and to be­
wail the exccedi'ngly ungrateful returns that 1 maketoGoo 

. for all his very great. goodnefs and bounty towards me. I 
trufi that I am not forgotten in the prayers of mv friends, 
and fom:::tirries think th~t perhaps it is in anfwe~ to their 
requefl:s that the love of Gon is kept alive in my foul. 

The inefl:imable bleffing of chrill:ian fociety is enjoy~ 

ed but fcantily here to what it is in England; for though 
we have very valuable chrill:ian friends, yet they live 
twenty or thirty miles diflant from us; and as there arc 
no high roads nor i,nns in this country, and during the rainy 
Ceafon no method,of conveyance but by water, we have the 
pleafure of feeing each other but feldom; though when 

, we do, it renders our interviews. much more fweet and 
agreeable than they might be if we met oftner. My op­
portunities for preaching the gofpel to the natives are fre­
qu·ent, as 1· have concerns with almoll: all the farmers in 
the 11ei_ghbourhood for twenty miles round me, and hun­

dreds of_ the labouring people are in our employ. I de­
clare-to them the evil and univerfality of lin-the mifery of 
a nawral ,fl:atc-the jufl:ice of Gon-the incarnation of 

CiiRIST, and his fuffei-ing5 in our fl:ead-and of the neccf­
fit"y of converfion, faith, and holinefs, in order to falva­
tion .. • They hear me with attention in general, and fome 

apply to me for religious inftrucl:ion. I hope in ,time I 
may have to rejoice over fome who are truly converted 

to Goo. 

• i have enjoye~, for the moll· part, b~tter health here 

th.an in England; but was afflicted by a flux and fever for 
• • • T 2 .lbout 
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about two months. Tlie laft year Was very unhealthy. 
We bad fo many people ,II, that we could fomdii11es 
fcarcely carry on: our bufinefs. The quantities of rice 
which grow here greatly contribute io this unhcalthincfs ; 

for it grows half way up the {haw in water, and to affilt 

the growth of the grain, the water is confined in the fields, 
and fuffered tci lt-agnate there, I often refleB: on your 
fituation, ~nd Icing to know how you do in body, foul, and. 

circumfiances. Sifter M ufed to be often complaining, 
and I almoft envy her; for there is a kind. of fweetnefs in 

fuch pain, and it is beyond comparifon preferabie to 

that unfeeling carelefsnefs which ·loads the foul with guilt 

whenever it reflects it all. I remember you all in rriy 
poor addrelres to Goo, ~d hope that I am not forgotten. 
by you. 

'Io R:. B. Ejq. Leicefler~ 

March 12. 

A Recollection of the friendfuip which fobfifted be .. 

tween us while I was at Leicefler, induces me to with for 

its continuance ; friendfuip being of fo facred a nature, 
that no diftance can extinguilh it, nor prevent its commu­
nication; nay, it will outlive this world; and fouls forn:ied 
alike, and fancl:ified by the grace of Gon, will in the hea_­

venl y world enjoy that communion in perfecl:ion, which 

was begun here below. I am the more defiro11s of ex­
preffing my regard to you, becaufe, though I never had: the 
pleafur:e of very intimate converfation with you refpell:irig 
the more Spiritual and experimental exercifes of a genuine 
chrifiian, yet our general converfation upon thefe points, 
gave irie reafori to hope thitt you were riot unacq(Jainted 

with what the fcripture terms, '' Walking with G6n." 
Go 
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Go on, my friend, ih the ways of genuine apofioTic chrif­

tianity. lnvefl:igate the ways of truth, and purfue the path~ 
of holinefs ; or, in the expreffive language of the fcrip­

ture, '' Prove all tliirigs, hold fall: that which is good. Be 
'' faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 
My pr'efent fituatio'11 is rematkably favourable for the buli­
nefs of the million. I have ready admiffion into every 
place, and that part of the country where I am is extremely 

populous. The people are very ignorant, but their atten­
tion to th"e gofpel is a{foni!hing. Many of the Mahome­
tans have acknowledged their fuperfl:itions, and, I believe, 
fome of the Hindoos are alhamed of theirs. 

Though the genius of the people here is as inventive 
as that of any other nation, yet they all travel on in the 
beaten road of antiquity; and every thing 11ew is gene.ally 

condemned without a trial. What their forefathers were 
f<>me hundreds of years ago, that are their poil:erity now. 
The ,qft_is the great obftacle to improvement and know- , 
ledge ; for whatfoever employment the fathers followed, 
the fame is followed by the children from generation to ge­

neration, nor can they exchange it for any other*· On 
this account, very few can read or write, that being the 

peculiar employment of the Bram ins and Caefto; very few 
others knowing any thing of it: and fo great is the influ­
ence of example, that the Mulfelmen are as attentive to ] 
their imaginary caft, as the Hindoos are to their..,. To 

• No Hindoo cari raife himfelf above the conditior:i of his forefa­
thers, _An inclivi<lual who acquires great· riches, or renders him[elf 
refpecbble by his virtue and good conduct, ftill continues to be treat­
ed by thofe of a fuperior ca{t with haughtinefs and contempt : though 

he were a LOCKE, a NEWTON, or a PorE, he will never be admitted 

to the converfation of men who are in fact born his equals. 

Couteur'1 Letters, p. 313. 
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l~fa uzjl is· :ittcnded with a • diffohitio,n of every relation 

and connexion in life; fo that relatives and acquaintance 
will never eat, drink, nor fmoke with them any more.­
The mofl: trifling incidents will occa!ion this lofs, as eat­

ing or f1noaking with another call: or nation; and if any 

thing is mixed with water by one of an infcFior cafi, the 
eating of it degrades him who eats it*. 

The fiories of their benevolence, humanity, and meek~ 
nefs arc all falfc, and exill: only in thedochines of the {ball­
ers, which have been neither feen nor heard by the' thou­
fandth part of the people. The very reverfe is the ca(e. 

Lying, avarice, perfidioufnefs, cruelty to animals, and fer­
vility, are the moll prominent features in their characl:er; 
and though it is taught in their 1hafl:ers, that it is the fame 
fin to kill a bramin, a cow, or a toolfey-tree; (a kind of 
ba!il ), yet, great numbers of cows are annually ftarved to 
oeath in the dry feafon, merely through the avarice_and nega: 
)eel: of their owriers. Their idols are numerous, and 
when the feafon of their idolatrous woriliip is over, the idol 
is always cafi:jnto fome water. The common people, and 
a majority of the Bramins, account thefe idols to be fo many 
deities; but the mofr learned acknowledge only one t• 

• I have feen a Hindoo who had not taken food for four' or five 
days, refufe to eat rice, be~aufe it had been boiled by a Chritlian. 

Couteur's Letter~, p. 332. 

t The following account of the deity is tnnflatcd from the ori­
gin:il li:riptures of the Hindoos, by Mr. HOLWELL, 

" Goo is one.-Creator_ of aJI that is.-'Goo is like a perfell: 
fphere, without beginning or en<l.-Goo rules and gov~rns all crea­
tion by a general providence, re[ulting from firft determined and fixed 
principles.-Thou /halt not make enquiry into the ellence an<l nature 
of the exiftence of the eternal one, nor by what laws he govems.-An 
enquiry into either is vain and c.iminal.-It i$ enoui;;h that clay by clay, 

and 
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We have many tygers in mo~ parts of the country1 
• but are not un<ler apprehenfions of danger from any beafi-, 

:is they are not fo fierce in our neighbourhood as in the 
fout:h part of ~he country, which is one large forell: called 
the Sunderbunds, from Sunder, -the name of a tree which 
~bounds there, and bund, a forefl:. This forefl: i,s about four 
hundred miles long, and one hundred wide, interfecl:ed witn 
gre:it numbers of rivers, many of them very large. It is 
uninhabitable to men, and is abandoned to tygers, rhinoce• 
races, buffaloes, hogs, and deer, on which account it ii 
dangerous even to land there. 

t:J'o Dr. --. 
March 13. 

IN conformity to my promifc, and becaufe I reffea 

with pleafure upon the degree of friendlhip with which JOU 

were pleafed to favor rne whilfi: I was at Leice_fler; I_ now 
write to you; riot with a view of giving you any informa­
tion refpecl:ing myfelf-that can be of little confequence; 
but to acquaint you, as far as I am able, with what refpech 
the country\ • 

( ·:· 
The country of Bengal is one large plain, or rather 

valley, watered by fome hundreds of navigable rivers, m.iny 
of them 'as large as the Thames at London; the principal 
are· the Gan,ges and Berhampoote1·, each of which are on an 
averflge,. about .three miles in ·breadth, and prefent an ex-

' ceedingly grand fcene to the eye of the fpecl:ator. I live 

near a fmall river called the ?"anguan, and am not very far 
from· the entrance of Tib,t. 1n Be'!gal there is not a hill to 

and night by night, thou fee!l: in hi:. ~vorks, hi:. wifdom, power, anJ 
his mercy ....... Benefit thereby." • 

Ut fupr:i. Y .}!. II. P· 31 • 

be 
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bff, the hands and feet are covered with ulcers, and the pa­
~ient dies mirerably. It reems to be allied to the fcrophula. 
This dreadful complaint has been always thought incur: 
able, but .Mr. THOMAS has been fuccefsful in his apptica­
tions. Pteparations of mercury have always focceeded, 
and one patient was cured by a preparation of flee!. An­
other fingular diforder is an exduciating periodical pain in 
the bowel§; whtch generally returns in two or three days, 
but not at ~egular intervals. Tfie natives have a method 
bf cuie exa6l:ly like animal magnetifm. 

Tne miforat' hi/lqry of Behgal would furni!h innumer­
aoie novelties to a curious enquirer. I am making col1ec..; 
tions and ·minute defciiptiens of whatever I can obtain; 
and intend·, at fome future time;to tran£nit them to Ermpe. 

• 'The (f!e'cies 6f plants-- are not ritimertn'Js ; and many 
which grow in other ·ctnn'i¥ries witl not tl'u:ive here, a,g 
vines, ora'nges; and foriiie' otners. Bfrds ai:e very nrtmer­
ous; many, I believe, have never been defcribed by any 
author. I t,hink there are almoA: as many fpecies in this 
country wlti'ch have been hitherto- undefcribed', as l have 
ev_er feen dekript'ioris of· in the ,vorld. - 'I'tie beatls here 
have in g·enefal not beeri uhhoticeJ, but I have feen foine 

of whi-ch I never read. 

We have eight fpecies of the cat kind that I have feen 
or obtained credibfe accounts of, viz. the tyger, leopard, 
ounce, cottas, tyger-cat, fmall tyge'r-cat, called boon-bifio, a 
fmaller kind, and the common cat. The lion is not in 
Bengal; and there is an amazing difference in the fero­
city of the tygers; We have rhinoceroces, buifaloes-, bears, 
elephants~ hogs, deer,-jackals, and w.ild dogs, hares, mufk­
rats, rats, mice, foxes, monkies of two forts, and porcu­

pines; Liz;irds of many kinds, and feq:ients innumerable. 
U A friend 



A friend of mine had one brought to him by five or {i" 

men, which was nineteen feet long; and I have feen a 
kind of only four inches in length. The motl: dangerous 
are th~ cobra-copelli, and whip-thong fnake, which' gene­
rally kill in half an hour, and often in five minutes. 

The people are much below the accounts gener_ally 
given of them to the public. Some authors, who have 
felecl:ed fcraps from the 1hafiers, which. inculcate· very fub­
lime benevolence, have fet this. down as:the characl:er or 
the people; whiHt, on the contrary, they are very avarici­
ous and deceitful • and cruelty to animals, . and tp each 
other, is a t-00 common_ evil. _They have b1,1t a few learn­
ed men among them; the. rcfl, are extremely ignorant, 
they know nothing of geograp~y e:>r atlrono~y, but are 
much addicl:ed to aflrology, cafiing nativities, and obferv­
ing lucky and u!llucky day$, ,which fiHs them with_ imagi­
nary troubles continually. Should th,e gofpel b~ {uccefsful, 
it will be the gragd antidote again,fi: thefe fuperititions, 'and • 
l have great hope that it will. • 

The cow here is held in very great ref pee\, becal!Ce a 
very ufeful creature *. • The. water and: ·thi:' fun alfo are 
venerated for their ufefulnefs .to man. Of the four cafl:s, 
or tribes, into whi~h th~ Hi~doos were divided, only two 
remain-the Bramin and the Sooder; the Ketra and Bice 

. ,,, 

• It is rernr<led in the SHAST,AH, that the Eternal One faid to 
B1s1rnoo, "The Ghoij (or cow) /hall be deemed fined and holy; 
for it !hall yiel<l a new aml deleciable • food, and eafe the delinquent 
Debtah of part of the labour to which I have doomed them. Anci they 
{hall not eat of the Ghoij, nor of _the fte/h 'of any of the mortal bodies 

wJ,ich I 1hall prepare for their habitation ; whether i_t creepeth on the 
c:irth, or fwimmeth in water, oi· ftieth ·in air; for their fruit_ /hall be 
the milk of the Ghoij, and the fruiti_ of the earth. • 

Holwell, Vel. II, p, 51_. 

having 
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having been extinct; ever ftnce tfe Kaly Joug, or prefent 
age began, which was nearly as lon6 back as the time of 
the creati~n of the world, accordinJ to the Mofarc ac­

count. 

'l'o Mr. Y. Leicejler. 

March 16. 

I Still retain a deep fenfe of that kind friendfhip 
which fublified between us, and trufi that it will never be 
worn otf fr,om my heart. The affection of chrifiians is by 
far the; noblefi and mofi permanent of any; and, I doubt 
not, ,but the pofl"effion of that focicty in heaven, which we 
begun to enjoy upon earth, will be one part of our eternal 
happinefs. Since we have been here we have had fore 

affiicl:ions. ,lE!ER's removal was a very heavy frroke. 
We met V\¥Wi,great difficulty in getting ~im buried, through 
the fuperfiiti-d 0is of the people, who will never touch a dead 
body, unlefs it be one of their own relations, which the 
Mulfelmen do; but,even this is refuCed by the Hindoos, 
Thefe burn their dead, if they can afford it; and, if not, 

they lie in the groun'd; or in the water : for when a Hindoo 
is fuppofed .fo be near death, he delires, and is accordingly 
carried to. a river's fide. If near, or if he can afford it, to 
the Ganges, which is accounted holy; and, if difiant or 
poor~' h~, is carried to fome other river. There they form 
a fmall .houfe, and attend him tilf he dies, and either burn, 
or leave the body on the fpot *· If they die at a difiance, 

they are carried, by {ome perfons (who, I believe, are their 

• People of rank, and tho(e of a higher call:, burn their dead, and 
throw foine incenfe into the pile. Son1e throw th: bodie, of their 

friends into the Ganges, while others expofe them in the highways, as 

a prey to vultures ancl wild beafts. There is one call: in the kingdom 
11 z of 





former friends at Leicefier "walk in the truth." I have feen 
Come of them put on the harnefs, and have had great joy 
on that acc'ount; but O that I may have the confolation of 

knowi11g that they continue to wear it, fighting the battles 
vf the Lord, and finally put it off triumphantly. 

I nev.er expect to fee you, nor any of my dear friends at 
/,eicefler, more in this world; but I am defirous of pre­
{enting Come of them, a.nd among others yourfeif, before the 

throne of Gon at !aft with, " Behold me, and the chil­
" "dren whom thou haft gracioufly given me." On this 
~count I cannot help being ftill jealous over you with a 

go.clly jealoufy, that I may prefent you as a chafl:e virgin 
to ClelR.IST ; for I confider you fl:ill as in a world of 
fnares, and temptations ; and I cannot think: any man in­
vulnerable whilft in this world. Be exceeding I y watch­
ful, therefo;e, my dear friend, againfl: all thofe d0<;l:rines 

which in t~ir tendency oppofe that practical precept, " Be 
" not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed" to 
that which is above-,-and this alfo, u vV alk as children of 
'-' the light." 

RefpeB:ing myfelf, I could not wilh to be better pro­

vi.ded for than I am in temporal things, and I could not 

~afily have a more eligible lituation for the miffion.­
Should my labours be bleffed, I lhall have opportunity of 
putting thofe who lofe cafl: into a way of livelihood, which 

will obviat~ one very great difficulty; for if any one lofe 
caft, he and his whole family are for ever difcardcd from 
all. their: former friends, and become outcafis from fociety. 



7'o the Society. 

March 18, Ij9S· 

MY VER y DEAR BRETHREN, 

WHEN I wrote to you January 6, I hinted my 
intention of writing again by the lafl: fhips of the feafon, 
which opportu•nity I now embrace, 

'\Ve were much difcouraged at hearing nothing from 

you; but now our hopes are raifed, by hearing. that two 

boxes are arrived at Calcutta for us, in which we hope to 
find fame European letters. Mr. S. has advifed us of them, 

and that an inve!lment .is come for us. I fincerely thank 

the fociety for their care refpeB:ing us, and from this. in­
ftance of your attention to our tempNal welfare, infer, 
that otir fpiritual concerns are not forgotten by you. -

I am not able to fend you the tidings that ·J defire....:.. 
namely, of the converfion of the natives; yet it mull afford 
you pleafure to hear that we are employed more actively 

in our work than heretofore. Having preached or rather 
converfed with them fl:atedly, I have ~et with greater en­

couragement than I expected. I have generally aimed at 

convincing them that they are finners, and that Goo is 
ilriclly ju!l:, and will not allow of iniquity; and have en­
quired, If this be fo, what mull: become of you? They uni­

verfally allow that the good will go to heaven, and the 

w'icked to hell; but their ideas are fo confuted, that they 

have no fettled notion of either. I have met with fome 
(a pretty large congregation) in this neighbourhood, who 
had, as they faid, never before heard that the foul would fur­

vive the body, and feemed mt1ch firuck when I told them, 

that 





fr,~::nefs of the gofpel, and the neceffity of faith and hqlinefs. 
One of them faid, '' I fuppofe; fir; thole who go to hell wifl 
"be ufcd like the people in Din-ogcpore jail." No (faid I) 
in prifun the body on! y can be afRilled, but in hell, the fout 
-a perfon may efcape from JJrifon, but not from hell; and 
if any one dies in prifon, there is an end to his imprifon--­
ment) but in hel.J they iliall never die. Th,re Goo's wrath 
will be poured upon'them for ever, and they mu{l dwell irt 
cndleCs fire. Another enquired, "But fir, wh.rt is fin, and 
"what is holinefs?" I then tried to convince them that i:h'ere 
-.vere fins of the heart; the tongue; and the life; but that 
the heart was the fountain of all-that holinefs was j'u(l: the 
r-everfe to fi~ and that all the offerings matde to mahomet's 
relations, or to hindoo gods, were no part of holi-nefs, but 
0n the contrary, very great fins. i have alfo confiantly en.1 
quired, Whether any of their books can tell how Goo can 
be juft and the juftifier of a finner? and this leads me tu 
fpeak to them of the way of falvation by our LciRD JESUS­

CHRIST: But no one can conceive how lit~Je- they think 
of lying, cheating, and the like, and what low thoughts 
they have of Gon and religion: nor can the force of our 
Lo Rn's obfervation, "After theft things drJ the Gentiles faek,'' 
be felt, unlefs by thofe who have fome adual acquaintance 

with Gentiles. 

I have been profecuting the tranllation of the Bible, and 
having MooNSHEE with me, have greater opportunities 
for that work than Mr. THOMAS •. We have gone through 
Genefis, and the firfi twenty chapters of Exodus. I have 
endeavored to compare the different verfions that I have; 
and render it as near as I could. In proper names f liave 
retained the Hebrew pronunciation, being inuch better 

known here than the Englilh. Thus to the Hebrew"; 

~greeable to the univerfal pronunciation of the eaft-, 1 have 

;iven the found of y; and to,, the found of w. Thefe 

ar~ 



[ 149 1 
'are the founds of the correfponding letters in Pertian and 
Arabic. lnfl-ead of Jehovah, they pronounce Yahooa; 
Jofeph, Yulfulf: Jacob, Yacoob, &c. I have alfo qlled 
Egypt, Mefr, this being it:; Eaftern name. We have many 
_Perfian words in .ufe in Bengal, and fome Bengalee~ much 
like Hebrew, as, jhems, the fun; adami, a man; cobur, a 
grave;. nijhwajh, the breath of the noftrils~ from W:l), the 

foul ;, kohan, a priefl::; and many others. 

My warmeft chriftian fove to all minifte{s and churches, 
'arid all chrifiians.·of my acquaintance accompanies this. 

,I am alfeaionately yoms, 

\V, CAREY. 

:the 'Society to·Brethren THOMAS and-CAREY. 

Birmingham, Sept. i6, 1795. • 

DEAR BRETHREN, 

• WE rece'ived your welcome letters, and rejoice that 
you are preferved in healt_h, and are in purfujt of your great 

work. _We were encouraged to hope for a journal from 
brot~er _CAREY, and wer~ rather difappointed at not receiv­
ing it;. but rejoice to hear;from you at all. 'Ere now many 
lette\'s from us mull: have reached you. It affords us plea­
fure. that you. labor t_o preach • the gofpel ftatedly every 
Loan's-day: .we hope this need no~ be omitted even when 
you are engaged ,in :h11fii:i!=(s :;· : and . :at other feafons of the 
ye_ar we (uppofe -you will find other occafions, as well as 
the_ LoRo's:-day. 

. . 

We couid wilh you would keep a paper- by you, 
whereon you ~ay brgi.n to ~·rite long before you expect trJ 

X have 





[ 15 I ) 

You wi.ll be alfocl:ed with a mixture of joy and. grief, 
at he.iring that three .of our moft rcfpeclable aged mi~ 

ni!l:crs, h;i.v", v~ryJ"'tely' ~~ilhed thejr eourfe, ,wi~ joy: 
Mr. CLARKE, of Exeter, Dr. STENNE.T~.,and Mr. BED• 

DOME. 

vV r;, ~nticipate the pleafure of hearthg that the fl3tive, 
of Bengal,. can read the fcriptare, iA lheir. own tongue ; 
but t~augh. we .wilh yoll • to labor in tranflating, • we would 
J!Qtadv.ife ,you to be t90 hafty in printing. A~ ,:you proceed, 
yoµ ~will perceive .m~n.y errofS tn yeur eady prodsc\iom. 

, Tral)flate i!l interleaved, book5~ which: may adQ)it, Qf cor­
reclions.' 

.W.hen many people:bere helitated OJla y.oUr engagement 
lfi ;~ufinefsrMr. N. obferv-eii in·a Jetter ta one of u:;-Ji. As 
~' to the (ll!lf'CS of bu~cfs,., it feems~to.d:epcml cbie8y m 
H. t\leJb~e.cifthc heut.:·: iLthat be,iin:d with a zeal for 
,, 'Gc,o~ iand love to fou:1s,. fuch attention.1[o: \aiird. as cir-
1'-cumfbn~ reqairefwill not l:nart i~ • •• Iris 111111: of the fuil: 
~t,.1,ot(t,erns, of the M~2viian; mitlionaties ( WM, 1 tbinty 2.rc 

~': c!:xcel!ehtjatnirns • .for otimn} to frnd baiinds or work 

" wherever t~ey go; partly that they may maintain tbetn.:. 
" {elves, ~d partly to fet an example of induftry to the 
" heathen,· But then, they never laJ tip: they live upon a 
'~ cmniu~.ftock, and impart what they £'an -fpare to the 
''' neceffitous. If ,your brethren can aa · upoin tms plan; 
" bulinefs will not hott th.em. » We md.nat fuggeft any 
thing of this fort to you, becaufe we wifhed every thing you 
did in this way, might be done freely : but it atfords us 
gt~tfa:tisfaaion that you have conceived a defign oftaying 
out your money in fuch works as eftabli{hing fchools, and 
tran!latiag the bible. The latter, however~ will be a great 
undertakinz, and when it is proper to print it, you muft not, 

x 2 even 
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e,•en if you can afford it, deny us th~ pleafore of 'par_ticip,at­
ing with you in the expence. The public is gen'erous, and 
what lhould we do with our money, but appropriate it_ .to 
the fervice of -our Gon. • 

At the fame time we would propofe it to your confidcra­
tion, whether it is heft in profecuting your tran{lation, to 
confine yourfel ves exacHy to the order of books in -- ou·r 
bibles, that is to fay, will it not be an advantage to be able· 
to read to any of your converts, the pfalms, of'the pr'ophefy of 
Ifaiah, and one or more of the gofpels and epi!Hes, before 
you have been able to come at 'them by going regularly 
through Leviticus, Numbers, Ezekiel, &c. 

Let us further fuggefr, if it will not be worth while, in_ 
the interim, previous to_your compleating this great:work, 
to print fome l_ittle abftracl: . of fcripture hiftory, and doc­
trine ? It has been propofed by fame , of our . l>rethren, -to_ 
have fome (mall publications of t}lis kind drawn up for the 
aid of the African. miffionaries, whic~ may now be ·printe4 
in Englijh, and, pretty Coon tranfiated into fume Llf,ica.,;, 
language, and printed on oppofite pages in Englijh and iu 
that la[!guage. 

If any thing of this kind is done., we will fend you a 
fpecimen *, not as confining you to the ufe of that, but as 
a fample of what we mean. Dear brethren, • farewell ! 
Grace be with you ! We remain,- &c, 

• Such a fpccimen has been publilh~d_ by the Sodety, 1;m~e~ th~ 
title of CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTIONS, 

A Pro-
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Thirdly, . Thete are many large towns where the 

iofpel of ·CHR 1ST is almoft, if not altogether unknown. 
Let foul' or five miniflers then, who may refide within 
twenty or thirty miles of the place, efiablifh a week-day 
evening letl:ure there, fuppofe once in a fortnight, and 
preach • it in their turn; and let the Society bear their 
journeying expences. And in cafe no perfon in fuch 
town would open a houfe, or out-houfe, convenient for 
the purpo{e, let a. place be rented at two or three pounds 
a year, for a year m two, till trial lhall be made, and let it 

be paid by the Society. 

Lafl:ly, There are, in moll: of our churches, characlers 
polfeffed • of wifdom ·and~efpecl:ability in their own neigh­
bourhoods; ·who,, thoJg& not adapted to the public work 
of the miniftry, might neverthelefs in their own, or in. a 
neighbouring village, expound, the fcriptures to fuch as 
c~ufed to meet together, vilit the affiitl:ed, and pray and 
c~nverfe'with them on. the great concerns of .their fouls 
falvitiori. • • Such a condutl: has been purfued, and that to 
advantag~; in fome pl~ces : and· it feems not only calcu­
lated to diffofe the knowledge of Goo, but to draw forth 
fu.ch gifts into exercife as may prove ufeful in the churches. 
In fome inftances of this kind there might be no expence 
attending it, fo as to need the affifl:ance of the Society; 
but in others there might: as in cafe of a poor brother, 
who might be a fuitable perfon for fuch engagements, while 
the circumftances of his family might render it improper 
for him to lofe his time. 

If the general principle of the foregoing plan fbould 

tneet with the approbation of the body of the fubfcribers, 

particular regulations mii;ht afterwards be fr~med, in 
ord~·r, 
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EX'l'RACCJ'S 

FROM 

MR. CAREY,s JOURNAL~ 

·o· N Thurfday, June 13, i793, they embarked; when 
he begins his Diary with expreffing his admiration 

of the divirie \l.rifdbin and goodriefs, in over-ruling His 

former difappointments fo as to prove the od:aftori of hi~ 
going out in a manner much more to his fatisfaB:ion. 

'' This," fays he, " was a day of joy ti:l my foul: I was 

'' returned that I might _take all my fari1iiy with. me, and 
~, enjoy all tlie blellirigs t had (urrendered up to God. 

h This is ari Ebenezer which I raife to God, and hope to 
'' be frrengtherted whenever I reRecl: upon it*·" 

"' As there are many thihgs in the Jo,1rnal which have hei:n com­

inunicated_ to the public in the preceding numbers, ,'ind much of an 

experimental nature, the publication of which we can hardly foppofe 
would meet the feelings of the writer, we have conliderably abriJged 

the o~iginal, fupplying fuel-. orniffions as were thought proper, either 
by references to th~ former numbers, or by a brief lketch of the pro-

• Y cecdings 
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16. Lord's-day. A little recoverc:d from my fick .. 
nels : met for prayer and exhortation in my cabin : had a 
difpute with a French deifl-. 

17. N othi:,g of moment occurred the pafl: week: we 
meet every morning and evening for family prayer. 

23. Lord's-day. Had two public meetings. Mr. 
THOMAS and I preached once each. In the morning we 
had but one pe,fon more than our own family; in the af­
ternoon three, the furgeon and two palfengers ; God grant 
it may be ufeful. • 

25. Fell in with the trade-wind yefierday, and to-day 
pafi"ed the ifland of Madeira. 

28. Y efterday palfed Pa/ma, one of the Canaries1 
Saw Gomora and Fero; but by reafon of {hong (quails 
could not fee T nzeriffe, 

Have begun to write Bengalee. My mind tranquil 
and ferene: I have, of late found it more than.ordinarily 
imprelfed with the importance of the work upon which I 
am going: God grant I may feel this more and more! 

ccedings of our brethren, in the form of a narrative; jndging that .it 
would be tedious to the reader to purfue a long detail of their voyage, 
and the various difficulties ~hey had to encounter on their fir(l: la:nding, 

whilll: brother CAREY was chiefly employed in learning the language, 
a.nd both of them for a long time perplexed in determii:iing upon the 

rnoll fuitable lituation, and the bell manner of purfuing their impor­
tant work. On thefe heads let it fuffice our friends at l:irge to be af­

fared by the Committee, that his conduc1: affords us the higheft fatif. 
faaion; and whilll: the various difficultie,; he had to encounter ferved 
in the ifi"ue to render the divine interpofition in favor of our brethren 
more confpicuous, we have the fullell confidence that they have fol­

lowed the evident leadings of Providence, in occupying their prefent 

ftation. 
:29. This 
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29. This afternoon, about three o'clock, paffed the 
tropic of Cancer: the heat very moderate, as it has been 
all the voyage. The thermometer has never been higher 
than 72°. I find Come delight in preparing for my latiori: 
among the heathen by writing the Bengalee, only, how­
ever, becaufe it relate5 to my great work. 

30. Lord's-day. A pleafant and profitable day: our 
congregation compofed of ten perfons. 

July 7. Another pleafant and profitable Lord's-day; 
our congregation increafed with .one. Had much fweet 
enjoyment with. God. 

I 0-21. Much detained by contrary winds. 1 was 
very ill, owing to a bilious complaint.and obftrucl:ed per­
(piration, On the 21 ft palfed the Jin~. " 

AuguO:: '-· Lafl: night palfed the tropic of Capricorn. 
The !aft fortnight has b·een filled up with various exercifes 
of mind. I have had fome feafon$ of facred enjoyment, and 
feel my heart fet upon the great work on which 1 am 
going; but at other times I am quite dejell:ed, from feeiog 
~he impenetrability of the hearts of thofe that are with us : 

they hear us preach on the Lord's-day, but we are forced 
to witnefs their difregard for God all the week. 0 may 
God give us greater fuccefs among the heathen! I am 
very delirous that my children may purfue the fam.e work .. 
May God give them grace to fit them for it! 

2.0. We are off the Cape of Goad Hope. We expecl:­
ed to have gone in there, on which account I had written 

.to friends in .England fometime fince; but now, having 
Come hope of reaching Bmga/ before the, monfoan breaks 

up, we pafs by. I have fome reafon to regret this, as I 
Jtoped to have perfuaded one of the minifters there to en-

y l gage 
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gage in a corre(pondence with England: but the Lor9 
is ·wife. 

I have of late felt fome very lively dcfires after the: 
{uccefs of our undertaking. If any thing engages my 
heart in prayer to God, it is that the heathen may be con- • 
verted, and that the Society, which has fo generoully ex~ 
erted itfc:lf, may be encouraged and excited to go on ~ith 

greater vigor. 

My wife, through mercy, is well fatisfied with our ~n­
clertaking; and we are all now in remarkably good health. 
Our courfe was by the iflands of 'Frinidada, Saxmburg, and 
"["rij]an di Cunha to this pl~ce, 

25. Lord's-day. Had much enjoyment 'in public 
wor!bip to-day; but about half pail one on Monday morn. 
ing was awakened by the violent motion of the fhip ; one~ 
l thought !he mull have gone down1 but through mercy aU 
were preferved •'. • ', 

• Nov. 9. For near a month paft we have been within 
two hundred miles of Bengal; b,Jt the violence of the cur. 
rents fet us back when we were got to the very door. I 
bope I have learned the neceffity of bearing up againft 
wind and tidt= when there is occai~on, as we have done in 
our voyage. We have had our port in view all along1 

and there has been every attention paid to akertain our 
:fituation by folar and lunar obfervations: no opportunity 
which occurred has bt!en neglecld. 0 that I were but 
as attentive to the evidence of my fiate, as they to their 
!ituation ! A fuip fails within fix points of the wind, and 
if the wind fhift a poir.t the advantage is immediately 
taken : now though this is tirefome work, and ( efpe"." 

• See Pcriodic3( Accounts, No. I. p. 61. 
cially 
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cially if a current fet again/l- us) we fcarcely make any 
way; nay, fometirles, in fpite of all that we can do, we 
go backwards inll-ead of forwards, yet it is abfolutely ne­
celfary to keep working up, if ever 'we mean to arrive at 
our port: fo in the chri(ban life, we have often to work 
againfl: wind and current, but we mulli do it if ever we ex­
pect to make our port. 

Tq-day was the ji,jl time we had an interview with the 
Hindoos: tw.o boats came to fell us fi{h; and Mr. 
'.fHO~As alked the 'man in one of them whether they had 
:any thafters? Their anfwer was, "We are poor men­

;hofe who have many cowries• (i. e. who are rich) reaJ 
the lhafters; but we do not know them.'' I like their ap­

pearance much ; they feem to be intelligent perfons, 

~hough of the loweft cafl:; and ·were very attentive to 
. whatever was faid to them. 0 may my heart be prepar".' 
~d for our work, and the kingdom of Chrifl: be fet up 
among the Hindoos ! We intend going on lhore on 

M~nday t~ 

[On oui:: brethrens landing they were for fome time 
,infettled refpecling the fratioh in which they fuould fix: 
themfelves, and brother CAREY in particular (to whom 

the country was altogether new) underwent various out­

ward trials, ~nd much inward dejecl:ion ; but flill he was • 

:upheld by faith in God. He fpeaks efpecially at one time 

(Jan. I 7, 1794) of a pleafant view he had of" the all-.fuffi-
' 

• A fmall fca-thell, which is current in India as money. They 
are dug out of the ground in the Maldives, and fame parts of America, 
On the coaft of Africa, they are calleJ BONGES, and in Arneric:1 
,oacELAINES. 

t For their firll interview with the Hindoos on lhorc, fee Periodic:i.l 
Accounts, No. I. 

cienty 
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Koran was font to confirm the words of fcripture. W~ 
in lilted that the Bible faid, Whofoever fhall add to the word 
of God, or diminifh from it, fhall be under the curfe of 
God; but the Koran was written after the Bible, and pre­
tends to divine authority; ,therefore if the gofpel be true, 
Mahomet mufl: be accurfed, and the Koran of no authority; 
and if the Bible be not true, neither can the Koran be true, 
for that, you fay,' was written to confirm ot1r fcriptures. 
They anfwered, that the Jews and Chrifl:ians had corrupt­
ed the Bible, which was the reafon why God made the re­
velation by Mflhomet. We anfwered, Then how could the 
Koran corne to confirm it? If it was corrupted it needed 
cor,·efiion and not confirmation. Being driven to their )aft 
fhift, they faid that Mahomet was the friend of God, but 
Efou (by whom they meant Jefus) was the Spirit of God. 
To which Moonjhee fhrewdly replied, Then which would 
you think higheft, your friend, or your foul or fpirit? All 
this they bore with great good temper; what efFecl: it may 
have, time mufl: determine. Many more things were laid 
to recommend the gofpel, and the wayoflife by ]ejus Chrifl; 
but as night came on we left them. 

21. This evening I had a very profitable converfation 
with Moonjhee about fpiritual things, and I do hope he may 
one day become a very ufeful and eminent man. I am fo 
well able to underfl:and him, and he me, that we are deter­
mined to begin correcl:ing the tranllation of Genefis to­
morrow. 

Jan. 22. Began the correaion of Genefis. I find a 

neceffity of explaining many expreffions, of which I had 
not taken notice before. E.g. It is faid that " God creat­
ed the heavens and the earth;" after which it is remarked 
that" the earth was without form:" this is not very intel­
ligible in Englifh, but in Eengalee would be quite abfurd, 

becaufe 
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becaufe every thihg muil: have Come form or other I and if 
it had not form, then it mufl: nccelfarily be void, or empty; 
for it could not be .Ii.lied, having no exill:ence; To this I 

fay, that the chaos; or primitive earth; 1mifl have been a li­
quiJ mafs, there not having been any feparation of land and 
water, and that the meaning is, that it had no fettled form, 
but was Aucl:uating like the waves and tide in the Cea, It is 
likewife faid, that '' God commanded the earth to produce 
grafs, lm'b yielding feed; and the fr_uit tree yielding fruit 
after its kind, whofe feed is in itfelf upon the earth." By 
grafs, I fuppofe, is meant vegetables in general ; and what 
follows is an enumeration of the twt> great divifions of ve­

getables, viz. plants and trees; All _the verfions I have 
feen, except the Engliih, render '' grafs," te_nder herb.. And 
the expreffion; " whofe feed is in itfelf;" i:elates to the 
power of propagating their fpecies, that _is inherent in 
vegetables, which cannot move from their places, nor form 
a conjuncl:ion of male and femalej which is neceffary to the 
propagation of animals. 

I have lately been full of perplexity about various t~m­
poral concerns, but the word of God is fore, which abun­
dantly promifes all I can want, I have met with heavy af­

Bicl:ions ; but in the mount the Lord is feen. I wifh I had 

but more of God in my foul, and felt more fubmiffion in iny 

heart to his will, this would raife me above every trouble; 
l feel happy in this, however, that I am in my work, and 

that is the work of God; the more I am employed in it 
the more I ·find it a rich reward. 

I find my heart fometimes ov.erwhelmed with di(cou.:. 

ragements, but I feel what it is to have the teftimony of aJ 

good confcience in the fmallefl: matters, God can fupply 
all my wants, fpiritual and temporal. Why then is my foul 

difquieted within me? Things may turn out beyond my 
expeclatjons ; 
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txpcclations : every thirig is known to God, and God 

tares for the iniffion. 0 for contentment, delight in God, 
ilnd much of his fear before my eyes. Blelfed be God, I 
feel peace within, and rejoice in havini undertaken the 
work, and fhall, I feel I fhall do fo, even if I fhould lofe 
tny life in the undertaking. I anxioully defire the time 
When I ihall be fo far acquainted with the language as to 
preach in it to thefe poor peopl!=, 

:i6. Lord's• day. Found much pleafure in reading 
Eow A!los's Sermon on the juj/ice of God in the damnation 

ef )inners. After this went to our congregation of natives 

:igai_n. They gave great atterition, and all the mulfelmen 
prelent ( except the keeper of the confecrated place, and 

one or two fakirs) acknowledged that the olferings made 
to the peer, or foul of the dead man, whofe tomb _was con-

. fecrated; were made without any command; either in the 
Koran, or effewhere; The perfon who acl:ed as priefl-, or 
keeper of the place, when we told him that all the olfer-

. ings ·were ~ade to his belly, went away confounded with 
the laughter of the people_. Their inquilitivenefs and 

humbers increafe, arid ·cine Hiridoo appeared more than or­
diriarily, anxious tci know what was the right w·ay. I wiili 
that we may fee fom~ good fr6it of our labors, and doubt 
not but we fhall foori have Come reafon to rejoice in the 

falvation of God; 

27. This day foiifliecl the correcliori of die fidlchap­
ter of Genelis, which Moonjhee fays is rendered into very 
good Bengalee. J ufi: as we had finifhed it, a purideet and 
another man from' Nuddea came to fee me~ I friewed it to 
them, and the pundeet foemed much pleafed with the ac­
~ount of the creation; only they have an imaginary place 

romewhere beneath the earth, which he thought fhould 

have been mentioned likewife. I obfcrved that the earth 

z 
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was a planet; and that the heave1,s and the earth includd 
al1 the mat-eria1 treation. Thert Is a neeeffity of explain~ 
ing to them feveral circumfbnces relative to geography 
and chronology; as they have tn:tny fup-erftitious opinion, 
on thefe fubjecl:s, which are dofely connecl:ed with their 
fyftem of idolatry. 

18. This evening, after a day or dejeaion, had much 
relief in reading over Mr. FuLL&R's charge to us a~ Lei­
cd}cr•: the: affeclion there manifdled ~Jmoll: oy~r~a!Jl{: 
my fpirits. O, I think, I am not only re_ady to fuffer pny 

thing; but if I be offered upon the .facrifice and fervi<:.e of 
faith, I joy and rejoice therein. 0 what a porti~n i~God,! 

Jo. The bleffirrg of divine. revdatJon i~ far gre~t~r 
Chan we caq conceive, unlefs we difcourfe with thofe whQ 
never enjoyed i't. This evc:oin.g I was converijpg Y1:it~ 
Moonfhee about his firft opinions ~on:::erning God, .l:;Ie 
told me that when he firft became acquainted. with a • f~w 
Englifh words, God an4 Lord were fume of the. firfi: but 
for fame time he fuppofed GrJd Almighty to be a fem,\l,e, an~ 
God's wife. But his ideas of angels were much. mor~ c9.n'." 
fiftent than thofe of our arti{ts. Soon after he beP:me l/-C­

quainted with Mr. TH?M.AS,· he alke:d an European ~~ntle­
man, upon feeing a pich,re in which an angel wa,s r~pre-­
fented, ~, Sir, are angels women or bircls? l-fee they have 

got feathers, therefore they mutt be l?irds ;: and then I 
can fee the1D, an~ catch them; now '"'' think thfy a:re 
great po,wt;rs, w~o c:an gQ any whe(e in an in.llant, with­
qut wings, or any foch ~lps," He is nQW muc;h hfrrt. alt 
~ing pretended piclures of God, o.r th~ ,Ho•y Spirit,. with 
wings like a dovt; : and many of tbofc r.epr..eCentatians by 

cuts, 
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Providence! for our comf~rtable fupport, I accepted ir; fa 

that we are ftill unfettled, and I only wait for another letter 

from Maida, to (et otf this long journey of two qundrecl 
and fifty rnnes, with all my family. 

2.-4. In my prefent ftate of fufpence, my mind fee~s 
too vacant and barren ; though I feel great pleafure in the 
hope that the million will be abundantly forwarded ·by 
having a number of the natives under my immediate in­
fpec\ion ; while at the fame time my family wi]! be well 
fuppned. Indeed I thou!<! have 'V> doubt refp·ecting provi­
fion even here; yet too much of rrty time QJufi have been 
~frarily employed in managin.g my little farm _with my 
own bands: But I 1hall now be joined with my c:oUeagu~ 
again, and we thall engage in our work unitedly. • 

16. This being one of the Bengal holidays, in tne 
afternoon a number of people, who had been to celebrate 
the ooitar' or irtcarnation of Krujhnu, and fmeated over 
their heads with Ted. powder', returned, and played their 
id~latri:ius tricks before the doot. 0 how· mu~h- more 
ztalo1Js are idolaters, than many nominal . d1rifl!ians ! ' I 
fuppofe that not lefs than 10,qoo people met at the temple 

CJfKreejhno, many of whom had travelled twenty or thirty 
miles to wodhip; and this is the cafe a11 over the country; 
Upon one of thefe holidays, many of the rich fpend perhap!t 
a lack or 100,000 of rupees; and rather than labor on thofe 
days, they would undergo the greatefi diftrefs; yea, though 
the moft timid people on the earth at other times, th-ey 
are now enthufiafiic, intrepid, and fearlefs. 

20. To-day I was very much atfecl:ed with Come in.,. 
ftances of true generoftty in Moonjhee, fuch as I am Cure 
would have done honor to the moft eminent chriftian in 

the world. 
21. I find 
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2 t. 1 find the revifal of the tranllation of Genelis 
both a pleanng and profitable employment, and now begin 
to fee, that the Bengalu is a language w~ich is very cr,­
pious, and abounds with beauties, 

23. Lord's-day. Enjoyed much happinefs i11 read­
ing to my family, and inlhucl:ing them. Had much plea­
fore and a revival of ancient friendfuip. in my foul, by 
reading dear Mr. R Y LArm's Circular Letter on zeal•; 
but forely feel the lofs of thofe public opportunitits which 

I enjoyed in England, 

24. This evening was enabled to ·contend for the trt1tli 
as it is in Jefus, with a moA: friendly European, to whom 
I am •under great obligations, 0 that God would ~equite 
all· his kindnefs to me and my family by convertin~ his 
foul unto himfeif !· 

2.'9. • Spent this day as the fabbath through 'miftake ; 
fo'r which~ however, I have abundant reafcin to be thankful. 
It· has been a: time of refrefhing indeed to me, 0 what 
is there in all this world worth living for but the prefence 
a~d fervice of God. I· feel a burning defire that all the 

world may know this God, and ferve him. 0 how Ion& 
will it.be ere ,I lhall'know enough of the language of the 
cciunfry to preach Chritl crucified to the natives. I blefs 
Goel I make fome progrefs. 

April 6. Had fome fweetnefs to-day, efpecially 
in reading EnwARDs's Sermon, " The Mofi: High, a 
prayer-hearing God." What a fpirit of genuine piety 
flows thro11gh • all that great man's works, I hope I have 
caught a little frdh fire to-day ; but how needful and de-

• Publilhed by the Northampton Atrociation, 179z. 
firable 
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,heir breath, or any other part. I did not know of thit horrid 
tranfa8ion 'till it was over, and therefore had not opportu­
nity of feeing it; but t~e ferval)ts came and told us, and 
my cldcft fon faw it. 

9. To-day (elf-tormenting was carried to a greater 
length than yell:erday. A number of people came near to 
our gate with dn1ms and dancing; when prefently a mm 
had two pieces of bampoo, of twenty feet long, and each 
as thick as a man's finger, thefe were palfed through his 
fides, and held at each end by two men ; while he danced 
backwards and forwards in a manner almofi: frantic, but 

feemingly infenfible to pain. To prevent the violent heat 

arifing from the rubbing of the bamboos in thewounds,a man 

ftood to throw water continually upon his fides. This 
mad practice was continued for an hour at leaft; and feve­
ral others, with long fpits run through their tongues, which 

they were continually drawing up and down, ftood dancing 
by his fide, to the found of their horrid mufic. This was 

~ontinued through the whole day. 

1 o. To-day the mode of their execrable [elf-torturing 
was varied. A large pole was erecl:ed, and a bamboo fixed 
acrofs upon the top, and the poor wretches prac½ifed /wing­
ing by hooks fixed in the back. I went out to fee it, and a 
man, dreffed in a blue cloth like a petticoat, fufpended about 
the height of twenty feet, was (winging rapidly round ; 
prefently they ftopped turning the machine, and alked him 

to come down, which he refufed, and infifl:ed upon being 
whirled round again, I fuppofe he was thus fufpended for 

half an hour, during which time his looks were perfecUy 
placid and ferene, and he rattled a few twigs tied up in a 
bunch : he then fet his feet upon the top of three bamboos. 

When the cord was unloofed, he defiended, with the hooks 

jn his back, and came juft before me, to 1hew me how 
A a they 
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livrng GoJ, to 'fee his ~lorj, ·and his &eauti as i have fecrt 

thetn fo the faMh.ra,ty; , When I firft l'eft Entla11d, my 
hope'of the converfi~n- o( the.heathen was Very ftr6ng; 
b_ur 'amorig fo rnar1y ob!l~c:les it -would utterly die away; 
u'rilefs upHeid by God, having nothing to cherifh it, bur 
m'ariy ,things to ol>firutl:- it for now a year and nineteert 
days~ 'whi_dh is the fpaee 'fince I .left my dca:r charge at 
Leiceffei. ; Since that"fiirie I' 'have had hurrying up and 

qown-a /ive ~onths imprifonment wit_h carnal men on 
ooa~~i"th1 ,fnip__::five more fpent in learning the language, 
rdy I IV.Io~nlhee _ ·not yriderfl:anding En·g!iih fuflrciently to 
in'tei-.pret'•.½y preaching__:_1n'y col!eague (epar~ted from ~e 
...:.[fong ~elays experierited· refpe~ing ·my expecl-ed fettie­
rtl~11t:'...:...fe~V opportunities·for focia! wor1hip-n'.o woods tCJ 

rBtire to, _like .BRAINER.·o, fot·fea~ of tygers (no )efs' than 

t.~$!ntr ,men in the d.epartrnei:it. of Dayhottf{, J,!here I am, 

liirr,b:f~\1 c;a~ri~d ~wa,y -~y Wefll. from the 'ta~t:works this 

~e~fo~)~~o ,~~r~hly. t~_i_~-~ jt<~}~p~nd ~;~·: _ Yf ~11, I ~a_v~ 
Goo, and his word is}p:~:i-r.W1~ thou~~ _the _(~perft~tions.. 
of the heathens were a million times more deeply rooted, 

ang ~he_~e~:~rti.ple~ :t;Jf, E_4rop~aµ[ a milli~11, times. ~orfe than 
they are-:-:-kf ,1.w~re de(c;_r(ed.~y, ;all, and perfecuted by all; 

y,et,: ,my,~hop_~,_ P,~ed 911:-t}l~t Jure word,: will ~ife ,fuperior t~­

all qb;{hµctions,- !l,nd Jriu.r~ph over all t;1:ia!s,; G~o's caufe. 

ii,,j/Lt.r-i\1_mph-t .and, 1_,!Q:(lH, _come out of.~li trials_ as ;gol~ 

purified in the fir.e. : . ··- .·,., ~,,a, ,.,:.,.,L "' 

2 r. Had fome holy pleafure , iri, infi.cu8irlg my f~ 

mily to-day. Bleffed be God, the tranfiation of the Bible 

advarfce~ :; ; wl: now'gcithrhugrF ri~arly a-chapter hery :day, 
corrip.irihg''it· wi·th ~all-the verfiorisT·have:. 0 1 now hope 
that irr'a· :few weel~s l fhall be:l1ble to:fpeak~fo- much of 
the'langu~ge·as td begih to' preach. to the nativ"es!. 
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I faid, that at laft he faid that images had been ufed of late 
years, but not from the beginning : I enquired of him 
what I mufl: do to be faved ? He faid, I mufl: repeat the 
name of God a great many times. I replied, " Would 
you, if your fon had offended you, be·fo· plea[ed with him, 
as to forgive him, for the fake of his repeating the word, 
father, father, a thoufand 1times ? This might pleafe chil­
dren~ or fools, but God is wife." He told me, that I mu!l: 
getjaith, I' afked, what faith was; to which he gave 
me no ·intelligible reply:· but faid, I mufl: ohey God. I 
anfwered, Wha-t are his commandments ? What is his 
will ? They faid, God was a great light, and as no one 
could fee him, he became incarnate under the threefold 
·character of BmMMHA, Bu:sHNo, and Su:s; and that 
either of them muft be worlhipped in order to obtain 
eternal life. I told them of the fore word of the Gofpel, 
,the way of life by Chriff; but night coming on I was 

obli~ed to leave them. 

7-7. · We fl:ill purfued our courfe up the lfamuty. 
My foul tranquil, but I want more fpiritttality. Peace is 
Jittle worth, unlefs it arifes from feeing him who is invifi­
:ble, T_ranllated a chapter to-day. 

28. Much infefted with Mufquitos where we flopped 
to-night. We enjoy much better health than we have 
_done; as to inyfelf, the climate· agrees with me better 
than England. Could I but fee the caufe of God prevail 

here, I could triumph over all the affliction I have ever 
feared. Indeed I have gone ·through very little yet; but 
my ~arnality I have daily, nay, conflant reafon to deplore. 

29-31. Made very little way on account of the 
crookednefi of the river: We laborcd two days to make 

about four or five miles in a frraight line. 

June '2, 
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Jone :z. I thought of ttying to converfe with Come 
poor people at Sultau,rp,re this evening i but jufr before 
I was going to begin, a fire broke out, which confomed 
tbtee houfes, and called the attention of the few people 
who are here, 'till i~ was too lat~. 

8. Arrived at Ilojfetpore, ,where the ljamuty joins the 
Ganges: The river at this place is about eight or 1,ine 
miles wide, but abounds with lhallows. This evening 
reached Bawl.ta, where we lay tp for t~e fabbath. Felt 
thankful that God had preferved us, and wondered at his 
regard for fo mean a. creature. I was enabled t.o wreftle 
with God in prayer for many of my dear friends in Eng­
la11d; feveral of my friends at Leicyler, and of the .mi­
nifters of my moft intimate acquaintance lay very near 
my heart. I feemed to feel much on .their account ; and 
the fociety was an objecl: of much concern. Thi~ was~ 
time of refre!hing to my foul indeed. 

J 1. Purfued our journey yeflerday from Rampore, 
Bawlea along the Ganger, and arrived this evening at the 
entrance of the river Mahanq/a, which goes to Maida, 

12-14. Proceeded up the Mahanada, and this even-,_ 
ing reached Boolahaut, about fix miles from Maida. 

Much mercy has followed us all through this journey; 
and confidering ~he very weak fiate of my wife, we have. 
been fupported beyond expectation. 

15. Arrived at Maida, and enjoyed once more the. 
happinefs of joining in facial wor!hip with thofe who love 
God. 

16. This day I preached twice at Maida, where 
Mr. THOMAS met me. Had much enjoyment, and though 

our 
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~rue Bengalce as Lancalhire does from true Englith; ro 
that I have hard work to underlland them, and to make 
them umlerlland me. 

July 9 to Aug. 4. Employed in travelling, Had fome 
very pleafant feafons at Maida, where I preached feveral 
times, and the hearers feemed much affected with the word. 
One day; as Mr; THOMAS and I were riding out; we faw 
a balket hung in a tree, in which an infant had been expofed; 

the lkull of which remained, the refi: having been devour­
ed by ants, 

- ..... 
Aug, 4-7, i Returned home to Mudnabatty. lt is a 

\lery awfuhime with us here; fcarce a day but fome are 
reized with fevers. i believe· it is owing to the abundance 
of water.in:the rice-fields all around us. On the two !aft 
of ttiere· days the Mahometans were employed in celebrat• 

ing ,thi:'llaughter-of Mahomet's family. They were going 
about with pipesi drums, &c. inceffantly, both days and 
Flights, and on the !aft day upwards of two thoufand people, 
of all ages; came jufi: before our door, the boufe being 
built on the bank•of a tank, part of which is confecrated to 
a peer, or fpirit of fr,me faint, who was buried there: .they 
wilhed much , to diiplay the whole fcene to us; though 
perhaps half·of them came out of curiofity; having never 
feen a whit_e woman; imd many not a white man before. 
It' was curious to hear them enquiring one of another 
which was Saib? and which was Bibby Saib? i. e. which 
was -me~ and.which was my wi(e. They brought four or 
five ornamented biers; in which the dead family of MAHO­

MRT were (uJ:ipofed to be reprefented, and aft~r the exhibi­
tion was ~nded they buried .or drowned them. in the tanlc, 

Their zeal ~n thefe oci:;afions is very great; every thing is 
facrificed to their religion,-. and every MuJTelmant rich or 
poor, joins ·in the ceremony. • 

B B '2 15. Lord's 
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I 5. Lord's-day. Spent it in reading and praying 
with my family. Towards evening went out, and the men 
who built the works came to me and faid, that as I was to 
begin to make indigo to-morrow, it was much their wifh 
that I would make an offering to KALLY (the goddefs of 
deftruclion) that I might have good fuccefs in the work. 
This KALLY is the moll: devil-like figure that can be ima­
gined*· She frands upon a dead man; her girdle is {hung 
with fmall figures of human 1kulls, like beads upon a 
bracelet ; ihe has four arms, and her tongue hangs out of 
her mouth below_ her chin-in lhort a more horri9le figure 
can fcarcely be conceived. I took the opportunity of re­
monftrating with them upon the wickednefs and folly of 
idolatry, and fet my face as much as poffible agaiAfr their 
making any offering at all. I told them that l would ra­
ther lofe my life than facrifice to their idol ; that. God was 
much difpleafed .with them for their idolatry, and exhorted 
them to leave it and turn to the tnJe God: but. :I had. the 
mortification the next clay of diJcovering t.hat they had be~n 
offering a kid; yet I doubt not but I !hall foon fee Come 
of thefe people brought out of darknefs into the marvellous 
light of the Gofpel. . 

[For nearly three months from this time it was a feafon 
of great afHict:ion, efpecially with the natives, who were 
feized with a diforder much of the nature of the fen ague, 
and about Sept, 1, he was taken very ill himfelf with a 
violent fever. Mr. U- came to vifit him, and though he 

• See her pi.:lure in HOLWELL 's Hi!lorical Events, part ii .. plate 
3, He fays, " She takes her name from her ufual habiliment which is 

; black, and is frequently called the Black Godde Cs. KALL EE ( fo he 
fpells it) is the common name for ink. She is fabled 10 have fprnng 
completely armedfrom the eye.0fD,RUGAH, at a tirne when lhe was 

h1rd preffed by the tyrants of the ear,tb," P, 131, l:lR UGAH is the 

goddefs of virtue, 
was 
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was ignorant of his illnefs, providentially brought a bottle 
of bark with him, which proved of great forvice, though 
he was getting worfe _and wor(e daily before. But after 
he was recovered for about ten days, he relapfed, and was 
again very dangeroufly ill for fome time, in the midff of which 
afRicl:ion he'loft his youngeft child but one, a fine boy of 
about five years of age. The particular trouble that at­
tended the burial of the child has been already related•. 
He enjoyed much divine fupport in his affliction, and was 

• at times enabled, as he lay on his bed, to mufe over dif­
courfes in the Bengalee language' for feveral hours toge­
ther; words and phr~fes (he fays) occurring much more 
readily than when he was in health.] 

oa. _ 12. This day Mr. THOMAS came to fee me, and 
we fpent the fabbath together. Agreed to fpend the Tuef­
day morning every we~k in joint though feparate prayer 
to God for a ?leffing upon the million. 

[He continued very ill for a confiderable time, and OI\ 

the 20th of Oclober fet out on a journey, partly for his 
health; fpent fome days 1't Moypaldiggy with Mr: THOM As, 
and found it good to enjoy the communion of faints. '' Its 
value (he obferves) can fcarcel y be eftimated, unlefs in a 

fituation like'inine, where I am furrounded with Pagans 
and Mahometans, and have no others wirh whom I can 
converfe." He then proceeded on his journey, and Mr. 
THOMAS. with him, defigning to have gone as far as to 
the mountains which part Bengal from Thibet; but fouqd 
it impraB:icabl.e to get there by water at that feafon, with­
outrunning the hazard of leaving the pinnace behind them. 
On i:heir· return they ftopped at Corneigh, a pretty large 
place, wh~re they went to look at two temples of SEU, 

• Siee No, II, of Periodical Accounts, p. I z7. 
built 
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23. A folitary fabbath, In the afternoon tried to 
preach to the people who were with me, but could not 
even fix their attention: They feemed thockingly uncon~ 
cerned, and were all the time gazing about on the objech 
around them. I was grieved at their inattention, yet felt 
il pleafure that I had addrelfed them on the coacerns of 
;mother world. 

24-30. During thefe days, having no one to fpeak 
to, and many hours in whkh no bufinefs could be done, I 
found my foul drawn out after the Lord: I was enabled to 
pe infl:ant in ·prayer for the fuccefs of my minifrry among 

~he heathen; the fuccefs of my colleague; and for all my 

pear friends in England, who lie very near my heart; efpe­
fially for the ch1:1rch at Leicejler, and our million fociety. 
J was much engaged for many by name, and was greatly 
affecl:ed with what might be their probable fituations both 
fp,iritual and temporal. I had intended to go and preach to 

more of the inhabitants of the[e parts, but a return of the 
feyer prevented me. 

Dec. 1-3. Continued at Sadamahl. My fever was 
~omfortably removed by means of the bark. 

4. Not having obtained the objea of my journey, I 
fet out on my return, and reached Ajlabad that night. 

5. Found my own family, and Mr. THOMAS, well at 
Moypaldiggy; for which I have reafon to be very thankful. 

6. Arrived at Mudnabatty, having been preferved in 
a journey of near two hundred miles by water, though it 
would not have been above eighty by land. 

7, This evening had much pleafure ant:! freedom in 

preaching to the natives at A1udnabatty, who were more at­
tentive 
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tentive than than thofe at Sadamahl; and I doubt not but 
God has a work to do here. It has been his general way 
to begin among the poor and defpifed, and to pafs by thofe 
who imagine themfelves to be wife; and here we have 
only poor and illiterate people, and fcarce any of thofe who 
value themfelves on account of being the higher call. 

13. Lord's-day. Preached to the natives of another 
l'illage, who were very attentive, and raifed my expecta­
tions very much. 

20. Came to Maida, and was much refreilied by the 
converfation of chriflian friends. 

21. Preached from Heb. vi. 18. Dwelt much o~ 
that idea, that it is the will of God that his faints thould 
have !hong confolation. In the evening from Jude xxiy. 
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, &c. I 
hope that myfelf and the congregatiqn were edified: 

22-31. Spent this time at Maida in very agreeable 
fociety. Preached on Dec. 25, and twice on the following 
Lord's-day. The whole of this time was a feafon of re~l 
refrelhment to my foul. On the laft of the(e days I left 
Maida to return home. I have gone ~hrough many changes 
this Jear, but how much has the goodnefs of God exceed_e~ 
my expe~ations and hopes ! 

1795· 
Jan. 1-15. During this time I. have not had leifure 

to write my diary. On Lord's-days I have preached. to 
the natives in the furrounding villages, and I hope not 
without fome good elFecl:. The MulTelmen of one village 
appeared. much ftruck with the word, and promifed to caft 
off their fuperftitions. Lall: Lord's-day they continued in 

the 
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the fame refolution, and were joined in it by feveral other:; 

who had not heard the word before. Yefterday I was de­
jecl:e<l on finding that one of our workmen, a bricklayer; 
had nearly made an idol of the fame kind with that men­
tioned in my journal of Feb. 4, lafl: year (SAROSUADI*, 

the patri:>nefs of learning) and which he propofed to confe­
crate at her ne~t annual feafl-. I might have ufed autho­

rity; and have forbidden it; but I thought that would be 
f)erfecution; I therefore talked fedoufiy with the man 
to-day, and tried to convince bim of. the finfulnefs of Cuch 
a thing, as well as its foolilhnefs : he acquiefced in all I 
faid, and promifed to throw his work away; fo that, I 
hope; the idol will be put an end to here. 0 may God 

turn them from idols to himfelf ! 

17. This afternoon Mr. THOMAS came; his fpiri­

tual converfation was bl~!fed; I trufl-, to roufe ~nd animate 

my fciul ; I had fome reviving in prayer with hirn, and 
felt that as iron jharpeneth iron, Jo doth the countenance of a 
Titan hz's f:,f endi 

18: This afternodn Mr. THOMAS preached with 
much affection to a company of Hindoos, who were met 
to make offerings tb the SUN t; This is a fpecies of idolatry 

"" Frequently fpelt SERASWATTI. 

t For an interefl:ing account of folar worlhip, as praS:i[ed by 
h1oll: of the ea!tern nations, where '' that glorious planet beams with 
fuc:h tranfcendant and increaling fplendor; and whofe ray h:i.th kindled 
the devotions of mankind from age to age," fee MAURICE', INDIAN 

ANtI<zyITJES, vol. ii. p. 90, &c, 

In a tranfiation of part of the Mah~barat (which Mr. HALHED 
fays is " the grand epic poem of Indi:i.") Cent to one of our brethren 

by Mr, CAREY, is th~ following acknowledgement of the Divinity of 

this luminary-" Goo THE StJN being fet, the: parties - - - - went 
to their own houfes," 

Cc reculiar 
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:tliat make men, or did men make that? He confelTed that it 

was made by men. I then a<ked, how many God~ there 

were? He faid, one. I enquired, who made the world? 
He faid, l:.lJRMMHA. I afked, whether he was God? He 
faid, yes. Then, faid I, there may be a lack of God, (or 
100,000) at this rate. He then faid, that he did according 
to his faith, and that the 1}µ.ller commanded this. I enquired, 
what fhafier? He faid, the B~ Accor an. I replied, That 

. is only a ihanfcrit grammar., and commands no fuch thing; 
have yol,! read it? He acknowle4ged th,t he had not. Then, 
faid I, you can have no faith about the matter; for faith is 
believing Come words, but this thing cannot fpeak, and the 

fuafier you have never read_. He then faid, that it was 
t~e Cl,!{l-om of th_e cc\untry. Saia I, are a!J the culloms of 
this country good? He faid, yeJ, I afked him, whether the 
cuftom of thieves to_ fieal and murde:r were good? and 
added,,it is a common cuilorn iu this country to tell lies, 

fo that you will not find one man in a thoufand but makes 
lying his conllant praaice; is this a good cufl:om? Is 
wh_oredom a_ good cuftom? He was quite frunn'd with 
this; but prefently faid, that his anceflors had always done 
(o. I enquired, whether there was a heaven and an hell? 

He fai~, yes. Then, faid I, how do you know but they are 
gone to hell? He aiked, why God fent the 1hafiers, if they 
were no.t to be obferved? I anfwered, how do you know 

that God fent the Hindoo lhaflers ? Did he fend the Muf­
fulmens koran alfo? He replied, that God had create<l both 
Hindoos and MulTulmen, and had given them different ways 
to life. Then, faid 1, God could neither be wife nor un­

changeable to do fo, and all fuch foolifu worfhip is unwor­

thy of either God or man. I then took an opportunity of 

pointing out the juftice of God, and the gofpel way offal­
¥ation by Chrift, and intreatetl the people to caft away thofe 

fooleries, and feek pardon through the blood of Chritl; 

for, faid I, you fee your bramin is dl1mb, he can fay _no-
C c 2 thing; 



JAN, FEB, 179S• 
thing; if he can defend his caufe, let him fpeak now; but 
you fee he cannot tell whether this thing is God, or man, 
or woman, or tyger, or jackall. I felt a fweetnefs in my 
own foul, and a great affecl:ion for them, and was enabled 
to fpeak from the heart; and was affi!l:ed to fpcak in Ben­
galee for near half an hour without intermiffion, fo as to 
be underftood ; which was more than I had ever done be­
fore. Blelred be God for this affi.!l:ance. 0 that I may 
fee the good fruit of it, and that God may blefs it to thei~ 
eternai welfare. As to the common people, they care jufl: 
as much for their idol as carnal men do for Chrifl: at Chrift~ 
mas : a good feafl: and a holiday is all in ;,.II with them both. 

I find the time of w orO:iipping this idol is regulated by 
the moon. 

26. Had an opportunity of difcouding with fome of 
the natives on the danger of their ftate, and evil of their 
practices. Was employed a conftderable part of -the day 
in deteaing a cheat, practifed by one of the overfeers of 
the works, whom I was obliged to difcharge. Thefe dif­
honeft tricks afe fo common with them, that they play 
them without a blulh. 0 that God would make the 
Gofpel fuccefsful among them; this would undoubtedly 

make them honefl: men, and I fe~r noching elfe ever will. 

28. Much engaged in writing letters to Europe, but 
having received none, I feel that hope deferred makes th~ 

heart fick: however, I am fo fully fati,fied of the firmnefs 
of their friend!hip, that I feel a f weet pleafure in writing to 
them, though rather of a forlorn kind. 

Feb. r. Had fome liberty in addreffing the natives; 
}>ut was at firfl: much dejected, feeing them inattentive, and 

afterwards putting all the quirking queftions to me ·they 
could think of: however, I was enabled to be faithful, and , 
at !aft God feemed to fix their attention rather more, and 

they 
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~hey dcfircd me to fet up a weekly muting/() read the Bible 
to them and explain it. 

3. This is indeed the valley of the lhadow of death to 
me. 0 what would 1 give for kind fympathetic friends, 
fuch as I had in England, to whom I might open my heart ! 
But I rejoice that I am here notwithftanding, and Gon IS 

HERE, who can not only have compaffion, but is alfo able 
to fave to the uttermoft. 

6, Spoke a word 'or two to a Mahometan upon the 
great truths o_f religion. 

8. Went to a village called Maddahatty, to preach to 
the natives, but found very few. I felt much for them, but 
had not the freedom I wiihed; yet I know God can blefs 
a weak attempt. 

15. Preached in the evening to a pretty large affembly 
pf natives; but when I told them of the immortality of 
the foul, they faid they had never heard of that before that 
pay. They told me they wanted inil:rutl:ion, and defired 

flle to inftrucl: them upon the Lord's-day. 

• 16. I long for more frequent opportunities of addreff­
ing the heathen; but their poverty obliges them to labor 
from fun-rife to fun-fet: I have, however, opportunities of 
privately infl:rutl:ing them very frequently. 0 may I never 
want a heart! 

22. In the afternoon I was much cheered by a confi­
derable number of natives coming for inil:rutl:ion, with 
whom I endeavoured to difcourfe about divine things. I 
told them that all ·men were finners againil: God, and that 
he was fl:ritl:ly juil:, and of purer eyes than to approve of 
fin. This point I endcavored to prefs, and afked how they 
could poffibly be faved if this were the cafe? I tried to 
~xplain the nature of heaven and hell, and cold them that 

without 
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without our fins were p~rdoned we muft go to hell •. I then 
told them that God had fent his own Son to fave finners; that 
be came to fave them from fin and its punilhrnent; and fulfcr­
ed death in the !l-ead of finners ; and that whofoever belic~ed 
~n him would obtain everlal\ing life, and would bei:ome holy 
and happy. They faid, they were all pleafcd with this, 
but wiihed to know what fin and holinefs were. I told 
them that there were fins of the heart, of the tongue, and of 
the acl:ions; but as a fountain call:s out its waters, fo all fin 
had its fource. from the heart; and that not to thinic of 
God, nC>t to do his will, not to regard his word-, was very 
finful ; and alfo that pride, envy, and covetoufnefs were 
great fins; that evil and abufive language, and the want of 
ftritl uprightnefs in their dealings, were very finful. I 
told them that God was under no obligation to fave any 
man, and that their making offerings to God would be of 
no ufe to obtain the pardon of fin, for God had no need of 
goats, kids, or £beep, &c. for all thefe were his at all times; 
and if God forgave them it muil: be from his own will ; 
but that he was willing to fave for ,the fake of Jefus Chriil:. 
After this, part of the fifth chapter of Matthew was read by 
MoonO:iee, which I explained to them ; and they went 
away promifing to retµrn next Lord's-day; aqd ~y fpirits 

were much revived. 

I am the more encouraged as this is the beginning o(a 
congregation, and as they came of their own will, and dejired 
to be inftructed. They were collecl:ed frpm the villages 
where I had preached before, and from fome where I have 

not been. -Moft of them were men of influence, being 
mundulls, or heads of villages. Their attention was very 
great; their que!l-ions ferious and pertinent : and had I a 
greater command of their language, I might be able to 

convey much inftrucl:ion to them, However, _they under-

"' See No. II. p. 148. 
ftood 
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flooJ what was delivered, arid they already remember 
fume religious terms, as the name of Jefus Chri!l, and his 
minion, with its defign, and the neceffity of pardon in order 
to falvation. But the confined dialell: ufed in this neigh­
borhood ia a gr_eat difadvantage to me; e. g. the word 
untokkoron, ufed by the more learned for heart as the feat 
of alfecl:ion, would not be undedl:ood here ; fo that when 
I fpeak of fin as coming from the heart, I am forced to 
ufe the word-dele, which only fignifies heart as a part of 
the body, and means a beafi's heart as well as a man's i 

and from hence much circumlocution is neceffary. But 
God's caufe, I doubt not, will triumph over all obftacles 

foon. 

23. I felt Come encouragement through this day, 
arifing frorr-, the circumfiance of the people's coming yef­
terday for infl:rucl:ion ; and was enabled to plead with Gud 
for them. I long for their deliverance from their miferable 
ftate, principally, becaufe I fee God .daily diilionored, and 
them drowned_in fenfuality, ignoranee, and fuperflition J 

and likewife, becau[e I think that news of the converlion 

of fome of them would much encourage the fociety, and 

excite them ,to redoub1e their ,efforts in other places, for the 
propagation. of, the glorious Gofpel. 

24. I thini<: one of the greateft bleffing5 upon earth j5 

chrifl:ian fociety; for if one becomes fomewhat dull, con­
verfation ferves to enliven thefpirits, and prompt a perfon 
on in religion. 

26. Rode to Moypal to-day, to vifit Mr. THOMAS, found 
him well; we had much comfortable and very profitable 
converfation ; but I fear, the letters to be fent as fpecimens 

for types will fcarcely be ff)',dy this feafon. It is. a conliG 

derable work, and requires much c.1re and attention • ... 
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27, On my return hortle had an opportunity of <li(:... 

~urfirig with fome people upon divine things, and telling; 
them of their danger on account of fin, 

March r, I 795. Felt my mind engaged, and etijoyed 
pleafore in the public exei-cifes of religion, at my owri 
houfe. Felt alfo a concern for the fprcad of the gofpel in 
other parts, and for the churches and minillers of my ac­
quaintante. I was in hope that my !aft week's congrega­
tion would have come to-day, but was difappointed. I 
went out heiwever to a market at Nu/la Gunge; about two 
miles. diftant, and preached to the people there, who were 
very attentive, and promifed to come for farther i~ftruc~ 
tion. I hope fome good may be done. 

·on the 6th was vifited by dear Mr. u; Mr. D, and 
Mr. G. and to-day Mr. THOMA~ came; Wt had fweet 
converfation together. 

8. I preached once, and Mr. THoMAS once, in our 
houfe to our vifitors~ and it was a refrelhing feafon to our 
fouls. 

MobNsHEE was gone to fee a relation fot about a 

fortnight, but I went out to preach to the natives, found 
very few, tried to difcourfe with them, but my foul was 
overwhelmed with depreffion, and after Come time_ 1 left 
them, 

16-21. On Saturday Mr. THOMAS came to foe us:J 
and on Lord's-day we went to Lu/la, a village about two 
miles off, where he preached, and had great liberty. of 
expreffion ; the people appeared to be much imprelTed· with 
the word of God. 0 that it may be of lafting ·benefit. 

:23-29. Mr. THOMAS lift us on Wednefday, whore 
vilit has been of ufe to my foul; fpiritual converfation is a 

,reat 
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great and invaluable bleffing. Preached o.n Lord's-day to 
u frw people at a village near my hou(e, 

April 51 1795. Have lately embraced different oppor­
tui1ities of (peaking to fume natives upon the wickednefs 
of the horrid pracl:ice of /winging, &c. That feafon being 
now at hand; 

On Lord's-day appoin.ted to preach twice to the natives. 
In the morning the congregation was about 500, and after 
Moon1hee had read a chapter in Matthew, I endeavored 
to preach, and had more enjoyment than for fome time 

paft; and the people, having attended with great feriouf­

nefs, went away lhouting Alla; i. e. 0 God. In the even­

ing had about 400, and was enabled to fpeak to them of 
the neceffity of a finner's union with Chri!l. They ap­
peared ferious, and departed lhouting as in the morning; 
which is a way whith the Muffulmen ufe to invoke the 
Divine Being; -Alla being derived from the Hebrew ',~ 

and the Arabic and Perfian word for God, which the Muf­
fulmen uni\•erfall y ufe here, 

6-10. Had frequent opportunities of difcour!ing with 

the natives about the horrid (elf-tormenting modes of wor­
lhip which are pracl:ifed on the 8th, 9th, and I oth of this 
month; fuch as falling on fpikes of iron, dancing with 
threads or bamboos thruH through their tides, &c. This 
is pracl:ifed on the three laft days of their year, but the 

principal is what they call Chorruk Poojah, i. e. the wor­

lh1p of (winging. Poojah is their word for wodhip, and 
Paodjah for the object: of worfhip. This wor£hip, l find, 

is only praclifed by the hurry, or loweft cafl of the Hin­
doos; who are hunters, bird-catchers, tanners, fho.:-mak­
ers, &c. and are efteemed execrable by the other calls ; but 

great numbers always go to fee them. The other modes 
D d 9f 
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o( fdf.tormenting (which I faw at Dcbarta) are not prac­
:i(ed in this part of the country, except (winging, which 
was attended to in many places on the 10th; and the night 
wa~ fpcnt in dancing and mirth. This day I had a ferious 
ronvc1 {at ion with one man about his foul. 

r:z. This day preached twice to the natives, had a 
large alTembly. About 200 in the morning, and in the 

evening about 500. Moon01ee firfi: read to them a part 
of the gcfpcl of Matthew, and I afterwards preached to 
them upon the neceffity of repentance and faith, and of 
copying the example of Chrift. They heard with confi­
derahle attention, and I felt fome fweet freedom in pref­
ling them to come to Chrill. Afterwards had fome medi­
tation on the effecl:s of the fear of God on my foul, and 

faw plainly that I was reflrained from much evil thereby; 
not merely as j.f I was hindered from aclion by b-ands put 
upon me; but by its opetation upon my will, and its ex-_ 
citing me to dread doing that of whi•th God difappro.ves. 

13-19. Had a few opportunities of difcourfing on 
divine fubjecl:s this week. On Lord's-day preached twice 

rn a pretty large concourfe of people; . I fuppofe five or 
fix hundred each time. I was poorly with a cold, and de­
jecled, thinking I could fay nothing; but, contrary to 

my expeclation, I was enabled to pour out my foul to God 
for them, and afterwards for God to them, I felt much 
more liberty and pleafure than l could expecl, in (peaking 
an hard language, and with which my acquaintance muft 
r.ecelfarily be fiender; though, l believe, I fpoke more . 

than half an hour, fo as to be well undedl:ood, without 
any help from Moonibee. I hope God may at lall ap­

pear, and carry o:1' his work in the mldtl of us. 

May 
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May 9. For the lafl: three fabbaths my foul has been 

much comforted in feeing fo large a congregation, more 
e(pccially as many attend who are not our own workmen, 
from the pares adjacent; whofe attendance muft be who! I y 
dilinterefl:ed. l therefore now rejoice in feeing a regular 
congregation, compoft:d of from two to fix hundred people, 
of all defcriptions, M ullulmen, Bram ins, and other claffes 

of Hindoo:<, which I look upon as a favorable token from 

God. I this day attempted to preach to them more re­

gularly from Luke iv. 18. '' The Spirit of the Lord is 
" upon me, becaLtfe he hath anointed me to preach the 
" Gofpel to the poor," &c. in which difcourfe I endea­

vored to, prove the miferable ftate of unconverted man, as 
fpiritually poor, c!,S bound by a finful difpofition, and by 

p,ernicious culloms, J,nd vain expecl:ations of happinefs 

from falfe and idolatrous worthip ; I alfo took occafion to 
obferve, that both in the lhafters and koran there were 

many good o,1;,fervations and rules, Cuch as ought to be re­
garded; but that one thing they could not inform us of, 
viz. how God can forgive fin confill:ently with his jufiice, 
and Cave finneri. in a way in which juftice and mercy could 

harmonize. ; I told them, moreover, that their books 

were like a loaf of bread, in which there was a confider­
able quantity of good flour, but mixed with fome very 

malignant poifon, which made the whole fo poifonous that 
whoever lhould eat of it would die: fo I obferved that their 

writings contained much good intlruB:ion, mixed with 
deadly poifon. I appealed to them whether any of their 
idols could give rain (a bleffing much wanted at this time) 
or whether they could do them any fervice at all? ·when 

an old Mutfulman .infwered alot1d,' "No, they have no 
power at all," And in this he included the Mulfolmens 
peers, or fpirits of their faints, as well as the heathen idols. 

I obferved that the, cafi was a ftrong chain,-bv which ther 
D d 2 v;s:r;:> 
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were bouRd. I afterwards (poke of the fuitablenefs anJ 
glory of the Gofpel, which propofe<l an infinitely great fa­

crifice for infinite guilt, and a free falvation for poor and 
perifhing finners. In the afternoon I enlarged upon the 
fame fobje8. I felt my own foul warmed, and hope for 

good. God has given me, of late, a greater concern for 
the falvation of the heathen, and I have been enabled to 
make it a more importunate requeil: at the throne of grace. 

Bleffed be God that we have at lafr received letters, 
and other articles, from our dear friends in England. l 
rejoice to hear of the welfare of Zion. I blefs God th.tt 

Leicyler people go on well-0 may they increafe mor.e 
and more! Letters from dear brethren FULLER, PEARCE, 

MoRRIS1 and RIPfON; but why not from others ? 

June I 4. Mr. THOM.\S fpent the Lord's-day with 
us on the 23d of May lafr, he was much pleafed with our 
congregation ; we then propofed to concert means to get 
all the old Hindoo profeffors together, having it now in 
our power to furnifh them with fome employment. We 
fpent Wednefday, May 26, in prayer, and for a convenient 
place we alfembled in a temple of Stu, which was near 
to our houfe; Moonlhee was with us, :lnd we all engaged 
in (upplication for the revival of godlinefs in our own fouls, 
and the profperity of the work among the natives. I was, 
from that day, (eized with a dyfentery, which c~11tinued 
near a week with dreadful violence, but then, through 
mercy, I recovered. That day of prayer was a good day 
to our fouls. Through divine mercy ,our congregation of 
the natives is very promifing, though we have rather fewer 
people now, owing to· its being their feed-time, the rains 
being jufi- now fetting in. I hope and long for the blef­

!ing of God among us. Though it is painful to preach 

amon~--
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among carelefs heathens, I feel preaching the gofpel to 1?e 
the element of my foul, 

To-day I had much ferioufnefs in addreffing them from 

the words of Paul, " Come ~ut from among them, anq be 
~, ye feparnte, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will 
" receive you," &c. The hearers behaved very ferioufiy. 

The tranfiation alfo goes on. Gen~fis is finifhed, and 
Exodus to the xxiiid. chapter. I have alfo, for the purpofe 
of exerciling myfelf in the language, begun tranfiating 
the gofpel by John, which Moonlhee afterwards correcls; 

and Mr. THOMAS has begun the gofpel by Luke-" 0 

~ord, fend now profperity !" 

lil!ilH I 

FROM 

LETTERS, 
llECEIVBD 

fROM OUR BRETHREN IN INDIA, 

From .dugujl, 1795, to January, 1796. 

}dr. THOMAS to Mr. F. Kettering. 

Augufl S, 1795. 
THROUGH the forbearance and goodnefs of God 

rere we are, all alive and well to this day. Two of my 
family have been taken down to the borders of death, 
and brought up again in fafoty, with a mighty h21nd, moft 
merciful. 

\Ve 



[ . • io1 ] 

We have now Genefis, Exodus, Matthew ( revi(ed), 
Mark, James, and part of Luke, tranfiated; for the Lord 
will have his name declared throughout all the earth. 

MoHUN CHUND, PARBOTEE, &c. have not yet heel\ 
afremblc:d ; it feems a long time, b11t this is not to be won­
dered at, when it is confidered that their diil:aqi::e from 
each other, when we arrived, was like that of London, Am-

flerdam, and Crm/lantinople; for we are, as it were, in a , 
larger world than you are. 

We cannot boaft of great u(efulnefs : we cannot def­
pair ; glory be to God. We long to hear how our So­
ciety goes on; and long to contrib1,1te largely, to their 
liberal and holy wiihcs and deligns. We intend to print 
and fend abroad Genefis, Matthew, and Mark, this year at 
our 1omt expence. I have told you, ·by the lafl: thips, of 
our having received the boxes, with all you fent us, and 
the: letters, which "gave us great joy, efpecially to hear 
that all the com~otions of the earth feem to operate for 
the furtherance of the Gofpel. 

J. T. 

Mr. CAREY to the Society. 

Mudndbatty, Aug. 13, 1795. 
DEAR BRETHREN, 

AN opportunity now prefents itfelf for me to 

write a few words of my welfare and llati:; aµd by this 
opportunity I fend my journal, by which you will ~ee a 
little of the manner of my life. I think, however, that 

the whole of it can only prdent a melancholy pill:ure of 
famenefs, and be as tedious as a tale that is twice told. 

We 
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W c have not been idle, though I know not as yet 
of a11y fuccefs that has attended our labors1 as to the dfec­
tual calling of new converts, RAM RAM BoSHOO and 

.\1oHUN CHUND are now with me. With their help we 
have divine worfl1ip twice on the Lord's-day in Bengalee, 
and which is thus condu8:ed: firfi, Moonfhee reads a 

chapter in Bengalee i then we ling; afterwards pray, and 
preach in the fa~e language. But partly from local cir­
cumfiances, and partly from the paucity of words, my 
preaching is very diff'erent from what it was in England. 

The guilt a~d depravity of mankind, and the redemption 
by Chrift, with the freencfs of God's mercy, are, how­
ever, the themes I moll- infill: upon. I often exhort them, 
in the words of the apoll-le, 2 C'or. vi, 17, which in their 

language I thus exprefs :-

Baheeree oijho ebung allada, htJ eburtg opobcetur Inst, 
Forth come and feparate be: and unclean thing 

Jporfo horeo na ebung ammi kobooi koribo tomardigkee ebusz 
touch not : and I accept will you : and 

t9mra hobte ommar pootregon ebung lmneeagon ai mott/J 
you 1hall be my fans and <laughters , thus 

boo/en Jhorbbo jhockto Bhogaborz. 
fays the Almighty God. 

The tranflation of the mble is going Ony though it 
may be thought but !lowly. l hope we fhall be able to 
put Genelis, or more, to the prefs by Chrillmas. \Ve 
have for the prefent given up the idea of getting type, 

from England: and as there are types in Bengal, we think 
to print in the ordinary way, though the expence is about 

ten times what it is in England. This will, however, 
be more than compenfated by the refiexion, that we have 
put into the hands of many heathens a treafure greater than 
that of diamonds: and, by multiplying copies, rendered it 

probable that thofe fcriptures will be preferved in the 

Bengal tongue. 
One 



One great difficulty in (peaking to the BinJoo~, atifd 
trom the extreme ignorance of the common people, whd 
are not able to undertland one of their own countrymen 
wh.o- ~,ea.:Cs the. language well, without con:iderabl<:! diffi­
culty. Trier ha.vc :\ confined di.ilea, Cutnj)Oied of a very 
fe1~· VcorJs, which they work ab011t, and 1nak..; them mean 

aln.oll every thin~. Th.:i r po1c1 ty of wcrJs to exprefs 
rel'i:;ious ideas is amazing; all their convcrfation being· 

. about c:'rthly things. It is far olherwife, however, With 
thofe • wno ipeak the languatlc well, which in itfelf iS' rich 
and' copiou~; and p:·intin:f the Bible muft make it more 
known to the common people. 

You will perceive by the journal the fuperll:itions we 
have to e,1counter, an<l, I d:.JUht not, will fy-r.1pathize with; 
and pray for us. ,v e have need of your prayers and ad.: 

vice in every refpecl:, and you are not without a fuare in 
our fupplications, 

We have received letters frdm Meftrs; F-, P~, 
M-, and Dr. R-, which were a great refrcfhmcnt td 
us ; hope we {hall not have fo great a fcarcity of European 
letters in future. The articles, likewife, are all fafely 
arrived. Through the mercy cf God we ::ll tnjoy very 
good health; and I think much more fo than !aft year, 
though for my part I have had much better health than 
in England, and like the climate much. 

I have difcontinued my journal for fome time, but no 
new occurrence has taken place. I intend immediately 
to refume it, and to fend you regular accounts. The 
utmofi harmony and affecl:ion prevails between me and 
my colleague. 

.J am, dear Brethren, &c. 
w. c. 

Mr. 
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}vfr. THOMAS to Mr. P. Birmingham. 

Mudnabatty, Sept. 25, 1795. 

THREE days ago I received with joy your 
welcome, welcome letter, which yielded all the oil of 

gladnefs fo peculiar to tidings from a far country, together 
with the ,efficacy of a word in due feafon. 0 how good 
is it'! Could you, my dear brother,_enter into my feelings 
this moment, and be witnefs yourfelf of the agreeable and 

hopeful emotions which your epifile has ftirred up, you 
would benevolently determine to write very largely and 
v·eryofteil. For all your expreffions of love, I fay, Blejfed 
be the 'Lord, and b!ejfed be ibau I Your former letter, of 
which you make mention in this, I lament, has never been 
received. - This is dated March 27, 1795, and apprifes me 
of your former expecl:ation of joining us. If that were to 
happen, ho'w ·would our hearts rejoice to receive you! 
I- iliould begin to think of the fpread of the gofpel into all 
the iflands below, and all the hills of Bouton above u~, even 

to 'Tartar,. '' Two better than one?" Ah, my brother! 
fo much better that ~e can never tell who has never been 
alone! We are both alone, as it were : the harveft is 
·great; the laborers weak yet, and few : . 0 Lord of the 
harveft fend ! That any more brethren 1hould offer 
themfelves willin_gly, gives ~s unfpeakable pleafure. May 
the Almighty make them ftedfaft in fpirir, and profper 
their way. 

The word of God fuews, and experience proves, that 
the greatnefs of an undertaking is no fecurity of life. We 
are dying men; and it is a great pity that fuch a work as 

this thould be in the hands of two only; and,.in cafe of 
E c t.l:ieir 



their death, all their labors are liable to be ufed for waffe· 
paper. \Ve are both determined that, if the Lord fhould• 
trull any property in our hands,, all {hall be devoted to 
him. And furcly our belo\'ed Society would then be un­
der no farther concern ahout pecuniary provifions :md e~­
pences than landing the Miilionaries in Bengal, We are 
indebted to you ; and all we have is God's, and not 
our own. 

Your affectionate c~utions concernfng the influenci:e of 
fecular affairs, were not unneaeffary> and, I tr~ft, .not 
ineffectu_al. • 

We are aIT now on a vil'it at Mudnabatty. Brother 
CAREY and I have been taking fweet counfel together over 
your letters. W·e iive in great harmony, love one ariother,­
and always long to' fee each other when but a little while 
feparated, He comes on very rapidly in learning the lan­
guage, and has greatly forwarded the tranfiation; and labors 
every way in the Lord moff abundantly. • 

MoHUN CHUND is now at Mudnobatty,--·he -feems 

highly pleafed with the ceremonial- ~afhings of the Mo­
faic difpenfation, and defires to know if in thefo ceremonies 
the Hindoos are not nearer the Bible than we are, PAR-' 

IIOTEE is ftill fome hundreds of mrles from us, but we ex­
pect to fee him. RAM RAM B0s Hoo is gone about four 
hundred miles another way, to fee his family, and !_-believe 
be intends to bring them hither if he can. 

I have a pundit to a/li/l me in the tranfiation, whofe 
name is Pono LosoN, a native of that famous metropolis 

of Bmgal learning, Nuddea. He begi·ns to be very ufeful, 
and has been at ill times ready and willing to franllate 
when called upon : but is quite file-nt when alked, Whot 
think you ef Chrf/1? In every letter, however, when ab-

fent,. 
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font, he Hyles the Bibi~ the true faajler, and profeJTes to 

believe that it will overfpread the whole earth. He told 
me the other day, in converfation, that the Hindoos 
( amongfr many other fuch divifions) reckon the whole 
world to be made up of three forts of people; and as near! y 
as I can tranfiate his words, they are, '~ the dij]ipated, the 
proud, and the penitent." The diffipated are fuch as are 

fond of trifles, given to pleafures, and fenfual gratifications 
of all kinds: the proud, fuch as thirft for honor, praife, 
power, grandeur, and great things in this life : and the pe­
nitent, Cuch as have call: away all thefe things, and are al­
W-iYS buried in forrow before God, for the fin and folly 
-0f w_hich they have been guilty. " Whether (faid he) 
there ever were fuch perfons as the penitent amongll: the 
Hindoos, or not, 1 cannot tell; but I know well there are 
no fuch perfons amongft us now: there are fuch, however, 
I am perfuaded, amongfr the Englilh." 

He has taken' that hymn, " A!bam'd of Jefus,*" put 
the tranflation of it into good verfe, fet it to a tune, and 
engaged other brahmans to fing it with him. After being 
fick a'!ld abfent, he has told me with tears, that " he 
thought be fhould never fee me again:" for we are old 
acquaintances, This is he who taught me what little I 
knew of Shanfcrit before I went over to England. He is 

a brahman of courfe, but not of the order of PARBOTEE, 

no{ yet that of MoHUN CHU ND. 

.September 26. 

WE are now entering upon a very agreeable 
change in our circumll:ances. No more buildings; no 
more to learn of the art necelfary to condull: the manu­
fall:ory; except fuch things as naturally occur to obferva­

tion and experi~nce; the noife of axes and hammers will 

"' The 4:;1 of RIPPON's Selec\ion._ 

DOW 
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now give place to the fweet filence of folitude and retir.e ... 
ment, {weetly broken by the echo of a fong, a fong of, 
Zion: or the voice of one dear relation ( dear where re la-. 
tions are fo rare) or perhaps the fweet found of a native's 

voice, when he cries out, '' Cbitty, Chitty, Bolottu Chitty .'"· 
-a letter, a letter, an European letter! One letter fro~. 
Europe, of only a tingle iheet, contains fometimcs fwec~ 
and endearing words, great and gooci tidings, ming!ed with. 
death, difeafe, diftrefs, wars, and events that .ha_ve all won-· 

derfully happened in one ihort year :_ for the death of a 
relation, acquaintance, or friend, ,is often as wonderful, or' 
!hiking at leafr, as though we had no knowledge ·that fy.ch 
an event could ~ver come to pafs: • • • • ' 

Shall I mention a few things concerning the fuper .. 
:.(litions of the natives ? Brother CARE.~ obferv~d thi~ 
morning at breakfaft, fpeaking of a b~ahman, who fiood near_ 
me," That is the .fidl: man I ever Caw gape wiihoµt fnap­
ping his fingers." The vulgar people indeed neglect it; 
but the genteel ~nd learned are fo pun~ual that if any body· 
\)egins to gape,_ they are fore to begin {napping thei~ fing".'. 
ers, that the boots, or demons, may not jump down theii; 
$hroats, fay forne i not fo,. fay others, • 

Sept,emher 27, 

I was thinking of re(uming my pen' when I heard. 
a vo;ce crying out under my window; 1 looked out, and. 
~w a poor young girl lamenting the unhappy _cafe of her 
fifler. On afking what was the matter? the reply was, 
Boot Lagg.eeo/a, '~ a dem~n has feized her." I told her tog; 
and bring her to me. She ran, and the people aft,:r her ; 
~od I hope in a few minutes I £hall be able to tell you wha,t 
is the matter; but thefe unhappy p·eople fay Boot Laggeeofa 
if a child newly born will not fuck ; and they expofe it 
i:o death in a balkct, hung on the branch of a tree. Indeed 

if 
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i_f any fuddcn calamity befal them, this is their exclarna­

~ion,--W ell, we have been to fee the child, as they are 
afraid to bring it; and I have driven the boot out of their 
heads as well as I could, and ordim,d the child's feet to be 
put into warm water. 

Great numbers ()f the natives come from various parts 
continual! y, and I intend to ereB: an hofpital for them, if I 
Qlou,ld live, and ever be able; but it mull: be a fl:raw one, 
which is the kind of habitation they are accuflomed to. 
This may eventually lead them to Him who is able to fave 
~hem to the uttermoft. • 

The Mahometans and Hindoos, I tliink, are perfeB:ly 
~nanimous in the acknowledgement of one Supreme 
9od ; but all over this country thefe two dilferent people 
1:1ay divine hc:mors to departed, faints, angels, or gods: fo 
ihat under every great tree, and in every high place, we fee 
the figns of a peer, or a devta • ;_ for thefe are the t_wo names 
by which the god or fpirit is. always called. The faint of 
the Mahomet_ans is caUed peer; of the Hindoos, devta. The 
former is difi:inguifried by a little pile of bricks and _mor­
tar two or thr~e feet high, a lamp that is occafionally light­

C9, and little images of clay fomewhat refembling horfes and 
~lephants,_ burnt red like our earthen-ware. Thefe images 
are to give pleafure to the peer, who is the departed fpirit 
of Come devout· pcrfon that has been buried near that fpot, 
~nd where two roads crofs each other. They bring olfer­
ings of rice cakes, fruits, fpices, &c. to die peer; and hav­
ing got Come perfon to pronounce Come words of the koran 

( who perhaps can neither read nor write) they then fall to, 

;md eat them up. 

·• Sometimes fpelt DEBTA, and at others DEWTA, by writers on 
Hindoo mythology, probably as the word i& dif[erently proAouuced i11 
~lilferent parts of the country. 

The 
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81pt1ml,1r 1.g. 
I have j ull: left off converfation with a very intelli­

gent brahman; his name is RAAZ KEE SHORE. He hag 
not confined himfelf to their pedantic 11:udy, but having been 
educated for commercial undertakings, has been abroad 
and feen the world. He is now in rather reduced circum­
ftances, but has heretofore been a mao of property. I 
alked him very many queilions about Boutan, a mountain­
ous country beyond the company's frontiers, about a hun­

dred miles, or perhaps lefs, to the north of M6ypauldiggy. 
I wifu. I could give you a better ;iccount of it; but 1:his is 
the fidl: opportunity I have had of hearing from an intelli­
gent perfon any thing about it. He fays the country is di­
vided into (mall, independent kingdoms; the people altoge­
ther different from the MahometanS: and Hindoos. No 
call-, fond of Englilh cloth (for it fuits their cold country) 
and very fond of the Englilh diet-but exceffively jealous of 
the Englilh. They appear to lie of a complexion between 
th~ Europeans and Bengalefe. As to their religion, I can'-­
·not learn what it is ; it feeins to be a· moil: ofFenfive and 

odious-kind of pa_ganifm ; but they are not at all remarkable 
for thei~ religion; as are the Hindoos. 

September 30. 

Lafl: night I clofed with Come account of my conver­
fation with . the brahman RAAZ KEES HOR EJ concerning 
the count.ry of Boutan. Since then we have had many 

hours conve_rfatibn about the vedes and lhafters, and the 
Jhafier if jhqjlers *· I faithfully told him all that I could 
utte~. • I fel,t unfpeakablc pleafure in this· propofition­

" Every thing concerning God is great." " 0 brahman 
( [aid I) the very worfl: enemy you ever had, he that would 

• cut your throat with pleafure, were he to fee you io hell 

1' The Bible. 
with 
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with the wrath of God upon you, the fearful fight would 
break his heart with horror and pity!" Here I told hin'1 
of the cafe of Dives and Lazarus. l then introduced that 
good old fimile in a new form: if, faid I, an ant was to go 
from hence to Boutan, to fetch earth from the mountains, 
and each load would take fix months ; when the ant had 
fetched away all the mountains of Boutan, and plaq:d them 
in Moypaul fields, the wrath of God would abide on you 
frill as frelh as ever ! After this I difcourfed to him on the 
goodnefs of God, and the riches of his grace. 

'\-Ve expelled to begin printing this year, but are not 
able to do it at prefent. Brother CARE.Y labours hard at 
the language, he tra.'lfiates much, and i~ in great repute 
amongft the natives, and, I might have faid, with every 
body elfe. 

We have received the ftationary, &c. but what a de­
plorable ftate muft we and our families h?-ve been in ~ill 
now, had not the providence of God put us into fome em­
ployment here ! 

Your•s, &c. 

J. T. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. M. Clipjione. 

Mudnabatty, Aug. 14, 1795. 

YOUR very afFe8i9nate letter gladdened my heart, 
I wi!h 1 could often enjoy fuch a refrelhment. 

We have an affembly for religious wodhip here, and a 
church would have been formed, but fo~ the providence of 
a young man being taken with a dangerous illnefs, who 
was to have been baptized on the day appointed for forming 

th, 
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the church; but we intend to incorporate foon. My C'one 

gregation is wholly of natives, except my own family, and 
my aliifta:nt, who is a native Portuguefe, and a Roman ~a­
tholic; he has been with me only a week ot two, and 
begins to liften after the word, and to make forne enqui­

ries about it. 

The Bengalee is tolerably familiar to me now, but I 
.find fome difficulty in keeping the congregation from 
trifling and talking during the time of wor!hip. I have, 
however, confiderable enjoyment in the worfhip of God, 
though at prefent no great good is done. 

When firl1: introduced amongft the natives, I formed a 
much better opinion of their morals, and cufioms, than I 
ought to have done; and, I believe, Come others have formed 
a worfe opinion than they ought. They are certainly a 
very petfidfous and deceitful people, bound in the chains of 
innumerable fuperftitions, and very fervile in their beha­
•iour. Many of them are men of good learning, but in­
tolerable pedants, They are very much addicted to aftro­

logical conceits,- and have a firm faith in conjiiring to pre­

i>ent calamities. Their kalendat i~ foll of I ucky and 
unlucky days, and rio one of them can be perfuaded to do 
any thing of importance on a day that is deemed unlucky. 
Their idols are innumerable; but they are confdfedly the 

. patrons of Come art, or the like; or are confidered as local, 
and thefe are wor!hipped on their proper days. Their theo­
logy, however, is much more refined. They acknowledge 
only one God, whom they call EsHArt, or Bt-iOGABON; 

fometimes by the Perfian word KHODA1 and the Mulfel­

tnans ufe ALLA. They fay, that from God proceeded 

three perfonal virtues, or powers; namely, B1RMMHA, 

the creator of all; VEEsHNo, the preferver of all; and 

SaEB, the deftroyer of all; who will at lafi de11:roy all 
Ff things. 



things. BIRMMHA is not worthipped at all•; VEEsl:!NO 

only by few; but SEEB by almoft all: one of his temples 
is near my houfe, and Mr. THOMAS, myfelf, and Moon{hee 
kept a day of prayer in it very lately. This idol is made of 
ftone, and is about four feet in circumference. I deliver­
ed your letter to Moonfhee, and he intends to an­
fwer it. 

W. C. 

RAM RAM BoSH~o t~ Mr. M. Clipfione t• 
Mudnabatty, Aug. 17, 1795. 

I Received your letter, and the portraits of 
eight fpiritual men t, by means of my mafter §, Mr. 

• " It is a circumfb.ncc equally curious as true, that there at thi~ 
day exifts throughout Hindoll:an fcarcely any one temple facred to 
BRAHMA in his individual characler of Creator; nor, th01Jgh in 
honor of VEESHNU and SEEVA numerous feftivals crowd the Hin­
doo almanac, is one day peculiarly confeqated to BRAHMA. The 
Brahmins alone, in memorial of their original defcent from BRAHMA, • 
every morning, at fun-rife, perform to his honor the Sandivane, or 
:ablution in the Gang~s, or Come facred Tank. Jn all other refpecls, 
his fonEtions and worfi1ip ftem to be abforbed i~ that of VEESHNU, 
in whofe temples he is fculptured with four heads and four arms." 

Indian Antiquities, vol. v. p. 85 1. 

t The original letter was written in Bengalee, and accompanied 
with this tranflation by Mr. C. 

:J. Mr. M. had fent fo many portraits of gofpel minill:ers o{it of 
the Chriftian·s Magazine, 

S RAM BosHOO is employed and fupported by Mr, CAREY in 
tbe capacity of a teacher of the Bengalce langua1e, 

CAREY. 



CAREY. My mafier and Mr. THOMAS arrived here ii\ 

good health. Many people in this country, and myfelf, 
having heard Mr. THOMAS' difcourfes about the comini 
of Jasus CHRIST into this world, received great joy 
thereby. Other lhafiers, when compared with this, are of 
little value. Since the coming of Mr. THOMAS this 
time, and Mr. CAREY, I have been employed as amanuen­
fis in the tran!lation of the Bible; and from this we are 
getting the knowledge of many fpiritual things. I fop-

• pofe that from that time to this, this fha!l:er would have been 

received cordially, but in t.his heathen country there ,is a 
cufl:om, not fcunded on any fpiri tual law, (viz.) the ,aft; 
which is· (o much regarded, that though they wili leave 
their religious laws, yet they cannot bring themfelves to 

throw off the cafl:. But if God lho.uld work effecl:uaJly, 
t_hen it would be. However, we think it a token for 
good, that Mr. THOMAS, when he went to England, 
brought back wiih him another fpiritual man, and from 
this we think that God will fave fome of the people of this 
country by_ the Gofpel. Betides, being employed in the 
tranflation, 1 fing hymns, and afijft in the preaching of the 
Gofpel. You will know all by my ma~er's letters. Now, 
O fir; 0 ye fpiritual people, pray for us, that the Gofpel 
may effeclually reach our hearts ! 

My mafter and his family are well; when you have 

opp,or-tunity, write to me of your welfare. This is all. 

SHREE RAM RAM BOSHOO. 

Eyaurdat,, 4 Badur, 1202,from the Moors taking Delhi. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. P. Birmingham. 

Oclober 2, I 795· 
YOURS~ dated March 27, 1795, I received a few 

4ays ago, which wa_s the fecond receipt of letters fince I 
• :Ff 2 'have 
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• have been in Bmgal; and except the goods fent out in the 
Royal Admiral, no article, no remittance, no letter, has 
reached us; fo that, had you come intl:ead of you1 letter, the 
furprife would have been great indeed. 

All I··can fay muil: be about ourfelves. Egotifm is 
tedious, but I will fend you all the news I can. I -cannot 
indeed fend you any account about finners flocking to Cluill, 
OT of any thing very encouraging in that ref peel:; but I 
can fend you an account of fome things which may be. 
viewed as forerunners to that work which God will cer­
tainly perform. The name of Jefus Ch-ritl: is no longer -
ftrange in this neighbourhood, and Moonihee's hymn lli" is 
often fung, efpecially that part of it, Kee· aroo taree te 
pareetee Lord'o Jejus'o Chrifio bee na gQ-" 0 w.ho can 
fave !inners, except the Lord Jefus Chrifi ." We· have 
public wodhip contl:antly everyLord's-day, and it is con­
ducl:ed in the manner of the EngliTh churches. On the 
week d:rys I take opportunities of converfing with the na­
tives about eternal things. That part of the Bible which 
is tranflated has been read to feveral hundreds of the na-, 
tives; and I trufl will gain ground. One of my great 
difficulties arifes from the common people being fo ex­

tremely ignorant of their own language, and th~ various 
dialecl:s which prev~il in different parts of the country, 
Though I can preach an hour with tolerable freedom, fo 
that all who {peak the language well, or can read or write, 
can perfecl:ly underftand me; yet the laboring people can 
underftand but little. Notwithftanding the lang1J~ge itf~lf 
is rich, beautiful, and expreffive ; yet the poor people, 
whofe whole concern has been to get a little rice to fatisfy 

their wants, or to cheat their oppreffiv~ ~erch~nts and 
zemindars, have fcarce a word in u(e about religion. They 
have no word for low, for repent, and a thoufand other 

• See the clofe of No, I, 
things i 





leave England, they will of courfe be fupplicd with nccef­
faries, or may procure them at an Englifh faclory when 
they land. It will be to their comfort to fet out on a low 
fcale of living ; and to be determi11ed previoufly wha~ 
~ourfe of life to purfue for a livelihood. I fiill think that 
farming is preferable to any other: but there are many 
difficulties and difappointments to be over'tome; for birds, 
J,ea{h, and infe8:s will combine to defiroy all. I would 

:advife them to avoid all woody, unfrequented places, they 
are full of danger, and to choofe an high, open {pot for 
their habitatiotJ. Thefe are very nccelfary cautions, if the 
lives and health of the miffionaries be regarded. I would 
alfo advi(e them to avoid fleeping on the ground. lf they 
carry out bedfieads and gauze curtains, to prevent the mijf­
quitos from biting them, it would be a good precaution_. 
Without them they cannot live long_. They- will do well 

to a!Tociate as much as poffible with the natives, and to 
write down every word of their language which they can 
catch, with its meaning: but if they have children with 
them it is far the readiefl: way of learning ; for they will 
catch up every idiom in a little time. My children can 
{peak nearly as well as the natives; and know many thingi; 

in Bengalee which they do not know in Englilh *• 

• A limilar inll:ance of the facility wherewith children acquire the 
idiom of a language, and are thereby very helpful to a miffionary, is 
noticed in the hillory of Mr. EGEDE's labors in Greenland. " The 

language of that country (fays the Hill:orian) gave Mr. E. no little 
trouble, bei:aufe he was continually obliged to quit phrafes that h~ 
jmagined he had perfecl:ly u~derll:ood bttt a week before. However, 
his children, through converfe with the Greenland children, learnt it 
more eafily and fundamentally ; and could generally give him :i folu­
tion of his queries. By their affiJl:ance he began a Greenland Gram­
p,ar, and tranllated fome parts of the GoCpels. He alfo made ufe of 
his eldell: fon in the inll:ruc:1ion of the Greenlanders, becaufe they 

c;o1Jld better r1nderftand him," 

CRANZ'1 Hillary, vol.'i, p, 301. 

I lhould 



l lhould alfo recommend to your confideration a very 
large country, perhaps unthought of, I mean Boutan, a feu­

datory of 'Thibet. Were two miffionaries Cent to that 
country, we !hould h:i.ve it in our power to afford them 
much affifl:ance. If. we knew of their coming, we could 

previoufl y order means for their fettling there; could affifi: 
them with many neceJTaries ; fometimes fee them ; and 
keep up a regular communication with them once in three 
weeks or a month, at a fmall expence, as we are within 
about one hundred miles of the borders of that country. 

I have feen the mountains that border upon it; and I be­
lieve that the climate is tolerably temperate, Mr. THO­

MAS and myfelf have fome thoughts of making a journey 

into that country; and lbould we do fo of fecuring a 

place there for fome fuch purpofe. I much with the 

Soci~ty to turn their thoughts to this part of the world. 

Now, dear brother, adieu! Mercy and truth be with 
you, I hope the fcarcity of European letters will be re­

compenfed to us by a multitude in future. I have received 
no letters from many of my brethren, nor any from my 

dear friends at Lcicefier. I rej_oice much to hear of their 
welfare; tell them I ftill love them in the Lord. I know 

you pray for us. We do the fame for you. May God 
anfwer all our prayers ! J j ufl: fay, we are well, which is 
a great mercy, as this is the time of the breaking up of the 
rains. The utmofl: love and harmony prevail between my 
colleague and myfelf. My fincere love to ~II your friends, 
to all the dear -minifters, churches and acquaintances in 
-England. 

Your's, &c. 

\V, C. 

JI.fr. 
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Mr. THOM AS lo D,·. R. Brijlol. 

Moypauldiggy, Otl. 4, ?795. 

I TAKE it for granted, that amidfl: all your great 
and important labors in the chureh of God, it will be 
agreeable to hear from your miffionaries in the Eall.-\Ve 
cannot fay that the miffion has been bleffed with that vi­
fible fuccefs we could wifh. Never was a people more 
willing to hear_.;.never was a people more flow to under­
ftand ;-yet I dare not faj that no fuccefs has attended us, 

and we may be calling that bread on the waters which 
thall be foun!J after many days. Since tailing the facial 
pleafures of relig.ion in England, I have felt more· than 
ever the gloom of my lonely fituation here. The letters 
of religious friends in Eut·ope have proved very quicken­
ing and refrefhing to me. Do write, I fhall tead it with avi­
dity; I fhall eat and drink you:r word ; and you may do 
as much good to the miffion, as fome have done to the 
commercial interefls of this country, by fending a bit of 
prickly pear plant, with the cochineal infett living on it. 
In the hands of the original owner it was not worth fix­
pence, but it may prove here eventually to be wO'rth 

millions. 

Should any more bretliren come out to us; I think: I 
fuould receive them with rapture; and to have a few mote 
would greatly firengthen our hands, and tend t0 eftablifh 
the work in which we have engaged. If any lhould come 
over, the earlieft notice lhould be given us, as we are ten 
days journey from the place where the fliips come to; 
and for an European, on his firft _arrival, to have to go 
up for fo many days againft a rapid ftream, without any 

knowledge of the country or the language, is a very dif-
treffing 
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treffing thing. By being unacqu<1in~ed with the BORE, 
many Europeans have loft their lives, 

The Bore ( or Boar) is a great ph~nomenon here : 
It is the flood-tide fetting into the river with great vio­
lence, and it is greater fome months of the year, and at 
fome fea:fons of the moon, than at others, Its approach 
may be heard many miles off, and it founds like the roar• 
ing of the fea on a furfy beach. In deep water it greatly 
agitates the 1hips and ve!Tels, and in thallow waters carries 

every thing before it, tolling over the largeft boats in a 
moment; yet in a few minutes it is gone by, on! y followed 
up by a rapid ilream, by which the river is augmented ten 
or fifteen feet in two or three minutes. Many lives are 
)~fr every year through ignorance or inattention; other­
wife, thi: danger is not great, becaufe there are places 
enough in the river where the bank. is fteep, anJ the water 
deep-There you ,are fafe. The exact time of its coming 
in may alfo be foreknown. I have feen this bore coming 
in againfr a brilk wind with a fearful noife, and from its 
white frothy br.ow the wind blew a fireamer that would 
be flying many yards long behind it; and a boat with fome 
natives in it had nearly reached the thore (ten yards more 
would have Cecured them) when in a moment the bore 
came up with them, and I faw them no more, till after a 
while two were found, and one was loft with the boat­
the natives all f wim well. 

I mull: conclude. Notwithfianding our difcourage-
m~nts I indulge a hope, that through this very million the 
Gofpel wit? certainly fpread over all Hindeflan into 'Tar­

fary itfelf, and cover all the mountains above, and all the 
valleys below us-fpread in Bengalee, Bootanee, Perfian, 

§hanfcrit, 41nd other languages to us yet unknown and 
Ga­

ll> 
unht"ard 
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1liat arc written in .that language, yet not one in an hun• 

drcd of the- people would undedl:and you, nor could you 
unJi:rllan<l them. So different is the language called Ben­
galee (whi::h is fpoken by the higher ranks of Hindoos) 
from the common language of the country, which is a mix­
ture of Bengalee, Hindofl:anee, Pcdian, Portuguefe, Arme­
nian, and .Englifh, that it is a mere jargon. I much quef­
tion whether Moonfhee can tranfiate the Bible fo as to be 
underflood by the common people, and the lefs fo as there 
ii an alteration in their dialect every ten or twelve miles; 
and if he could I am perfuaded that he would be afhamed 
of writing language fo completely ungrammatical. 

I have tranllated the gofpel by John, and the Epi.lJ"le 
to the Galatians myfelf, without his help; and the common 
people underftand it much better than his; but it would 
be fcouted by all above the rank of a farmer. This, 
however, does not affect ,me, for if evangelical ideas are but 
conveyed, my end is anfwered. 

I have been trying to compofe a 'compendious gram­
mar of the 'language, which I fend you, together with a 
few pages of the Mahabbarat, with a tranfiation, which I 
wrote out for my own exercife in the Bengalee. The 
Mahabbarat fa one of their lhafiers~ much efl:eemed, and 
more generally re.rd than any other. I have alfo begun 
to write l.i dicl:ionary of the language, but this will be a 
work of time;· and if I can afford to get a copy or two of 
fome of the books of fcripture writt~n off foori, I will fend 
them alfo to you;· •• 

It is thought in England that thii country is full of 
wonders; but the contrary is the cafe. y OU fee the fame 

idols and idolatry repeated over arid over again continually. 
Their fears, their hopes, and all their ideas, run into a dull 

• G g 2 fameneis; 



{amene(s ; their manners all alike; no new invcntiort 
among them; the fame prejudices againll -the Gofpul 
among them all ; and thus with every thing belonging to 
them. As to religious knowledge, the poor have none* i 
and the bramins, a very few excepted, ar,e extremely ig­
norant; very few fchools, and no value fet on learning. 
I have fet up a fchool, but am obliged to pay fomething to 
the fcholars to induce them to come; yet gofpel know­
ledge increafes, and I think in our neighborhood the gofpel 
(chcme is underftood by forne hundreds of people; they 
can aH interpret my meaning to others, who have not heard 
the word from me, though their heathenilb attachment_s in 
a manner undo all again, and their dread of the vengeance 
of their devtas and countrymen keeps them ft ill in bondage. 

Notwithtlanding all this, fome hopeful fymptoms ap­
pear;· for by hearing the Gofpel I have obferved a gradual 
and incrcafing boldnefs in feveral, in fpeaking againfl their 
own c"iy1oms, and in fa'Uor of the Gofpel; and as this be­
comes more and more habitual to them,- there is fome rea­
fon to hope, that what is now only words, may, by the 
divine bleffing, iffue in ac\:ions; and that the fuperfiitions 
of the Eafi: may gradually die away under the found of 
the Gofpel. Tms is the end at which my foul aims, and 
I truft that I feel more and more enjoyment in the work of a 
mifilonary, as I become more acquainted with the language, 
and find my difcour(es better underftood by them. 

I hope the miffion may be carried on vigoroully': 
a wide world is lying in wickednefs :-here k room for, 

• The ignorance of the inferior calls is no matter-0f forprife when 
it is confidered, that " the tribe cf bramins alone is allowed to read 
the veda9 (or facred books); and they explain them as they pleafe to 
the other three tribes, who receive implicitly the interpretation of 

their priefts." 
l11dian Anti~uities, vol. iv, p. 485. 

and 
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and want of two or three thoufand in Hindq/lan-I had 
almo/l (aid, in Bengal. 

Your's, &c. 
w. c. 

Mr. CAREY to the Society. 

Mudnahatty, Dec. 30, 1795. 
DEAR BRETHREN, 

SINCE my Jail: I have waited with anxious ex­
pecl:ation to receive letters from you ; I am however cer­

tain that the tie with which we are united, cannot be broken 

by length of time, dill:ance of place, or any of the common 
intervening incidents of life, but that we lhall continue to 
love one another in all fituations, whether profperous or 
adverfe. 

To the pleating information of our bodily welfare, and 
that of our children, I can now add, that a BaptiLl Church 
is formed in this dill:ant quarter of the globe: our mem­
bers indeed are but four in number, viz. Mr. THOMAS, 

myfelf, a Mr. LoNG, who had been baptized by Mr. T. 
when he was in India before, and a Mi. ,POWEL, who ac­

companied him from England, whom I baptized on the fidl: 
of November this year, on which day we were, folemnly 

united as a church of Chrill:, and the Lord's fupper has 
been adminificred amongfi: us twice. 

'Mr. PowEL is a very hopeful young man; he burns 
with zeal for the converfion of the heathen, and I hope will 
prove a valuable acquilition to the miffion. 

I am juA: returned from a tour through about half the 

diftricl: in which my bufinefs lies. In this tour I took a 

boat for my lodging and the convenience of cooking my 
\-iauals, 
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viauals, but pertor-meJ the journey on foot, walking fro1rt 
twelve to twenty miles a day, and preaching, or rather 
converfing from place to place about the things of the 

kingdom of God. This plan I intend to purfue fiatedly 
the whole of the dry feafon, betides occafional journe}'S of 
lefs extent. 

I have not yet feen much fruit of my labors, the mofl: 
I can fay is of a young man about eighteen years of age, a 
bramin, who has appeared very thoughtfol for fome time, 
and frequently converfed with much feeling about his eter­
nal concerns. I pray God it may .end well. His con­
cern has continued now nearly three months, and appears 
rather to increafe than otherwi[e. His name is CASSI NUT 

l\,fo'oKHURGEE. Moon!hee has been gone to' vifit his 

family for three months, and Mo HUN CHU ND is now with 
me. Mr. THOMAS and I have alfo received letters·from 
fome people at Dinagepore, the capital of the difiricl, whom 
we had never feen; but having heard of the Gofpel (by 
MoHUN CHUND) they have folicited us to fend a part of 
the tranfiation of the holy fcriptures to be fent to them, 
A copy of their letter I !hall inclofe *. 

Upon the whole, I trufl: the prof peel' of the converfiori 
of the heathen is n~t fo gloomy as to give room for de­
fpondency ; the natural ob!bcles, fuch as ignorance of the 
language, &c. are in fome meafure furmounted ; and we 
have the promife of God that the moral ones lhall alfo be, 
overcome. 

With refpea to myfelf, I have great reafon to lament 
the want of more zeal for God ; and, for the encourage"­
meot of others I may fay, that if the Lord 1hould at all 
blefs my labors, none need fear to lay· themfelves out fo_r 

• See it at the end of our brethrens correfpondci:ice in this Number. 

him; 
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him; yet I have lately had fame comfortable revivals ot 

foul, and find increaling pleafure in preaching the Gofpel 
to the gentiles. ·1 will therefore go on in the firength of 

fhe Lord God, and make mention of his righteoufnefs and 
of his only, , 

, I find the tranfiation of the Bible a delightful employ1 

iind am occupied in it every day. Should I be thought 
fcanty in my correfpondence with my dear friends in Europe, 

this may ferve as an apology. In addition to Genef.s, 
Exodus, Matthew, Mark, ai:id James (which are ready for 
the prefs) we have entered on Leviticus, with the Gofpel 

by Luke, and the Acts of the Apofiles. The Gofpel by 

John, and the Epifile to the Galatians only want correcr­
i~g; and as every thing el(e mull: give way to this work, I 
~ope b~:fore this letter reaches you that frill more will be 
fOmpleted. , , 

The ~indoos and Mulfulmans are indeed in a very de­
plorable ll:ate with refpect to eternal things. Though the 

land is full of idols, yet I do not know that the bulk of the 

p~ople ever ~odhip them with an expeaation of obtain­
~ng any thing for the foul. They univerfally tell me that 
their debtas, whofe images they worlhip, have a power to 
affiicl: their perfons, to fpoil their crops, and to kill their 

children, and will infallibly do this if they neglecl to make 

offerings to them ; fo that, from what I can learn, bodily 
~nd carnal fear is the only fpring of all their wodhip. The 

intcrefi:s of the foul are much neglected by them: often, 

when I have afked them, Whether they expect to go to 
heaven or hell ·after death? I have rec,eived for anfwer, 

~' \iVhat can I fay? It will be as God pleafes." A few 
days ago I alked a pundit, who had been very ill, where he 
{hould have gone had he died? And, though he was a man 

who knew the gofpel fcheme well, his reply was, "I can­
not fay exaclly, but I think I fuould have gone to hell," I 

told 





r 229 l 
ha<l broken God's righteous Jaw, and the impoffibility o! 
obtaining pardon at the expence of the honers of divine 
ju(ticc. I then enquired, What way of life (or falvation) 
confiHent with the righteoufnefs of God, was propofed in 
any of their lhafiers? 'They, faid I, fpeak of nine incarna­
, tions of VEE s H Nu paft, and one to come; but not one 
' of them is pretended to be for the falvation of a finner. 
' They were only to pre(erve a family; kill a giant, make 
' war :againft tyrants, &c. all which God could as well 
t. have accomplifued without thefe incarnations. The in­
' carnation of a deity; I.added, is a matter of too great 
' importance t0 take place in fo ludicrous* a manner, and 

' for Cuch mean ends and purpofes, The matjya oheetar t 

• As a filh; a wild hog; a tortoife; a thing half lion and half 
man ; 'a little dwarf, who begged three ll:eps fpace of land to build 
him an hut, and then became fo large as to meafure earth with one 
pace, heaven with another, and could not find room for the third in 
the univetfe, &c. 

t The fanfcrit term, AVATAR, fignifies a DESCENT-the occa­
fio11 of thefe defcents' is indeed declared by VEESHNU himfelf in the 
form of CREESHNA, whq in the ·Geeta thus addreffes ARJUN~_;, 

'' Both I and thou have paffe<l many births ; mine are known to me, 
but thou knowell: not of thine, Although I am not in my nature 

fobjecl to birth or decay, and :!m the lord of all created beings, yet 
having comm:md over my own nature, I am made evident by my own 
power ; and as often as there is :i decline of virtue, iind :in infur­
reaion of vice and injull:ice in the \Vorld, l make myfdf evident, 
and thus I appear from age to age, for the prefervation of the juft, the 
clefl:niaiort of the wicked; and the ell:aulilhment of virtue." 

The three fidl: Avatars (the Matfya, the Vara, and the Courma) 
have beeri fuppofed to be allullons to the UNIVERSAL DELUGE; a:ni 
indeed there are fuch Jl:riking coincidences between the brahminical 
accounts uf them, and the mofaic account of that great event, as 
fiamp a high degree of plaufibility on the conjeerure. The: reader 

may refer for much curious information on this fubjecl: to MA11a1c2's 

Hiftory of Hindoftan, vol. i. p. 553, &c., 

H h '(or 
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Gofpd ; the bramins fear to lofe their gain, the higher 

calls their honor, and the poor tremble at the vengeance 
of their de'btas, 

Sometimes I preach twice a week, fometimes twice a 
day, as opportunity prefent~ itfelf; and the tranflation of 
the word of.God is my every days :,vork, 

I ;im glad a million to -Africa is intended, God 
make it profperous ! Think of 'Thibet, Pegu, and the afio­
nilhing large part of Hindoflan to the Wefi: and the North, 
Thihet is near us, we could correfpond with a miffion at 
Pegu, or any part of the Rohiflas country, Oude, Cajhmeer, 

Kabul, &c. though very far from us; but I know your 
~ea!; may God give you refou.rces equal to it! 

I long to know· more of the ftate of the churches. 
Abo.ut politics I feel no concern. I fee the Calcutta 

papers, and I think that as the people of Europe have fallen 
_o1Jt, fo they muft fall in ; but the religious j/ate of the 
world is very important, and the afpecl:s of the political 
worlcl towards prophecy and the church of God, 

With my war'?ell wiihes for your profperity as chrif­
tians, as minill:ers, as members of churches, and as a fo. 

ciety, I remain very afFecl:ionately, 

Your's, &i;, 

w.c. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. H. Olney. 

Maida, Jan. 16, 1796. 
YOUR kind favor of the 30th of September, 

1794, I received fome little time ago, accompanied by your 
letters on mifiions; and if any thing could afford me 

H h 2 greater 
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we have done heretofore. Succcfs is not confpicuous, but 
hope continues. 

I ihall be much gratified by receiving any further 
proof that we are in your heart. My foul is certainly 
akin to your's, and communications from you will glad­
den my fpirit. My fincere love to Mr. S. and all friendij 
at Olncy1 or within yo~r knowledge. 

Affecl:ionately your's, 

\V. C. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. M. Clip/lone. 

Mudnabaity, Jan. 22, 1796 .. 
WE have formed a church, which confifl:s of four 

baptized members, but all Europealls. As to tlie natives 
joining us, it is to them a very ferious thing indeed; and 
tho~gh I have good hope of MooNsHE_E, MoHUN CttUND) 

and another young bramin? if not two or thr;e more who 
make more enquiries than ufual; yet, as they muft make 
fo great a facrifice by lofing call, I can (carcely expect 

them to join us, unlefs they are moft powerfl!IIY copftrain­
ed by the love of Chrifr .. 

Now I have mentioned the cafr, I will jufi: tell you 
what intelligence I have been able to obtain ref~cling it. 

I cannot learn from whence the word CAST came~ 
the natives call it jaet, There are many fables about the 
origin of this diA:in8ion-thefe you have probably read. 
It does not appear to me to have any thing in it of a re­
ligious nature, or to be ever ufed as fuch, but merely as a 
difiinction of the four tribes, which has been in after times 
extended to a dillinclion of employments and trades. It 

extends 
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J1ext fl:ep mull be to fend an affifl:ant1 or affillants1 to our 

brcthrct1 in India; who, by learning the language, and en­
tering upon the work under their direaion, might, in cafe 
of their removal by death, be ready to fucceed them•. 

in the morith of January, 1796, JOHN FOUNTAIN, a 
young man, a member of the church at Eogle-jlreet, Lon~ 
'don,. was ;recommended to us as a perfon whofe heart was 

engaged· in the work of mifiions, and whofe charaaer was 
fuital>le to fuch an Ltndertaking: after fome converfation 
had paired between hiih and the Secretary, the latter con• 
eluded :to call a Committee-meeting upon the bufinefs1 to 
be held at Kettering, on Feb. 2. Meanwhile he made every 
pofiible enquiry into Mr. F .'s character and abilities. 

At this rneeting, the Secretary having reported, in the 
abfence9fMr. FouNTAIN, the fieps he had taken, the Jer. 
ters he.had Written, and the art(wers he had received, it was 
agreed that he ihould be called in, and various qt1efiions be 
put to him relative to his views~ motives, &c. to all of which 
fatisfaaory anfwers being given, and Mr. FouNTAIN hav. 
ing engaged with us in prayer1 the Committee refolved ·to 

accept him as a miffionary. 

At the tim./this meeting was held; Mr. F. had an ex­

pectation of going out in the capacity of a captain's fer . 
vant. The Committee, in cafe of his being able to accom • 
plilh this, agreed to furni!h him with riecelfaries for the 
voyage, and to addrefs a letter to Brother CAREY, fignify­
ing' that in cafe he lhould not immediately be able tofu;,­

port himfelf,by any civil employment, we would be anf wer­
able for his fupport. But a friend, who liad much intereft­

ed himfelf on behalf of Mr. F. being at this junaure 

.removed by death; it prevented his going in the way that 

• See Period, Accounts, No. ii, p. 120, Not~. 
l i he 



he expel!:-ed. Application was now made by :letter to tht' 
leading members of the Committee, to know whether they 
would recommend that Mr. F. lb.ould go out entirely at 
the expenc=e of the Society; and an anfwer was unanirnouf~ 
Jy given in the affirmative. ' 

In the month of April the Secretary went to Landon, 

fecured Mr. F. a paiTage in an American lhip; anal provided 
him with neceffaries for the voyage: towards the latter end 
of this month he fet fail from Gravefand. One letter 
dated off Markira, May 17, has been fince ~eceived -from 
him, in which he fpeaks of being in health, and in good 
fpirits as to his undertaking> but that the company and treat­
ment he met with on board the !hip were very u-npleafant ;_ 
notwithfi-anding which, he fays, " But bleffed be the God 
"of all confolation and grace, I meet with nothing but 
" what is funnountable by fortitude, or cafily borne with 
"patience; and I can yet ling with dear Mr. N. who 
"forewarned me of hard!hips-

.. Each fweet Ebenezar I have in review, 
n Confirms 1us good pleafure to help me quite through. 

" Rejoicing in my undertaking, and depending on 

" Chrifr for foccefs, l am, &c. 
·" ]. F." 

:the next Committee Meeting was held at Guilfoo­
rough, 'July 28, 1796, 

When the following Bufinefs was tranfacl:ed : 

J, LETTERS from o·ur brethren RoowAY and 

GRIGG were read*, fiating their fafe arrival' in .Africa; 

• Extraas from thefe letters will be found a few pages farther 

on, where the fob!l:ance of our correfpondence with Africa ii prefente~ 

110 the reader in an unilltcrrupted ftate. 
the 
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the plan of operation, which, with the advice of the Go­

vernor, they had formed, and the pleafing profpech which 
opened before them; but communications of a later date, 
reprere11ted brother Ronw AY as fo far injured in his 
health, by repeated and violent attacks of the remittent 
fe'{er, as to make him fear that the climate would not fuf­
f1:r him to remain in Africa ; that his heart was notwith­
ftanding no lefs fet on the convedion of the heathen than 
heretofore; that he wilhed to be fo employed, and had en• 
tertained an idea that his conl1:itution would agree with a 
North 4merican climate. 

The Society agr.eed that the Secretary write imme­
diately to brother RoDWA.Y, advifing (unlefs his health be 
re-el1:a-blilhed) that he either return to EnglanJ or go to 
Nova Scotia, as he found himfelf mo-ft inclined, without 
delay~ 

• Learn~ng alfo that N AMIN A Mono, a chief man amon~ 
the Timmmy, people, hJld .e:ntrufted brother GRIGG with 
two :of his :children ; for .. the: r.ainy feafon at Frte ToW11, 
where it .was expeaed brother GRIGG lho.uld take the en­

·tire care of them, it was agreed, that in cafe the additional 
expence incurred thereby thould exceed brother G.'s abi­

lity to defray, the Society would make up the deficiency. 

2. Application was . made to the Society for the fup­
p.ort of Village Preaching i~ the neighborhood of Oxford, 
and it was agreed to allow Mr. HINTON 61. 6s. for that 
purpofe; req1,1el1:ing him at the fame time. to f~rniili the 

Society:With a particular account of his labor:s and fuccefs ""· 

• A brief account of thefe will be fouml in the !aft .ll'ticle of this 
number, de11ominated, EFFOllTS OF THi Soc11,TT FOR THE 

~PR.EA]) OF THI! 'fOSPE.I;. AT HOM~ 

Ii 2 3. Letters 





agrees to pay for them, and to refer it to Mr. CAflEY to 
appropriate the money either tt> Mr. FouwrAIN's fupport 
for the firll: year, in cafe he fhould need it, or to any other 

purpofe he fho~ld think prnper in fupport of the miffion. 

3. That in confideration of the Moravian Million 
being under Come pecuniary ftraits, Twenty Pounds be; 

prcfent<;d them by this Society as a token of brotherly love. 

4 . . That, as~ manufcript of Mifs H. N £ALE, entitled, 
~' A DIAJ,OGUE BETWEEN BRITANNus AND AFRicus," 

bas been prefented to the Society, it be accepted, with 

~h;mks to. the pious and ingenious author; and that it bo 
pfinied for the ~e~efit of the Society. 

5. That if a (mall piece~ rem~rkably interefling, could' 
"'ither be found among the publications of the Cheap R1-
poji_t1Jry, or dra-.vn up by any of the Society, it would ~or-:­
refpond with our defigns to purchafe a number of them f~r 

~ccafional diO:rib~t.ion a\l}ongO: the poor in the moil: unen-
' • • ' • 

iightened parts of the country. 
) . ,_ ' . ' 

A F·R I CAN MISSION . 

... J.,E'I'i'ERS FROM 'IHE MISSIONARIES. 

Mr. GRIGG to Dr. R. Briflol. 

Frte Town, April 1, Jj96. 

BEING informed by Governor DAWES that a 
~did' is about to fail from Bance ljland for Bnjlol, in 

which 



which he intends returning to Europ,, I embrace the oppor­
tunity of knding you a few lines. 

We had a fafe, and upon the whole a pleafant pafi'agc 
to this pl:i.ce. \Ve left Spithead Nov. 2, 1795, reached 
Y-enerifji: the I 7th, and came on fuore at Sierre Leone cin 
the 1ft of December. We were kindly received by our 
friends here, who, hearing of our coming1 had provided a 
houfe for us previo~s to our arrival. 

Three days after our !anding, Governor DAwEs called 
on us, and converfed very freely CQucerning the miffion; af­

furing us, that nothing lhould be wanting on his part to 
further the work. He enquired whether we had fixed on 

any plan by which ~o proceed, or had thought of any parti­
cular ffot where we fuould enter on our labors l We ·re­
pli-ed, \Ve had not1 b~t that we wilhe~ to confult with him; 
and alfo to)d him, that this was the· advice given us by our 
friends in England. He faid, that he had th~ug~t the ljle of 
Bmanas a fuitable plac:e for one of us, ~d· Port Logo (a 
town about forty miles up t~e 1'iver) for'tlie other, , 

At the ifiand of Btiuinas, he told us, there was a very 
friendly well-difpofed gentleman of color, named CLEVE­

LAND, who, he conceived, would ~ive _!lS_ a y~ry favQrable 
reception, as he had aiked Mr. C. whether, fuppofing a per­

fon could be procured as a fchoolmafi-er, it wo4l<l be agree­
able to him for the fame perfon to all: as a preacher, and 
infirucl: the people in the chriftian religion 1 • to which Mr. 
C. replied, that fo far from being difagreeable to him, it 
would afford him the greater pleafure. 

In r_eference to Port Logo, Mr. DAWES faid, ~hat he 
had hee"n ,there, and co~verfed with NAMlNA Mono on 

the fobjelt. This is the headman, as they call him, of the 
place, 
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place, though not the King of that country, for his name 
is KAHKOOR, NAMINA MoDo appears in converfation 
very agreeable, is kind to fl-rangers, and exprdfed a great 
defire to have fome perfon to teach his people. The Go­
vernor himfelf was fo kind as to promife to accompany us 
to both thefe place~, and introduce us to the headmen. 

, , On that day week, we accompanied Mr, DAWES to 
the Benanas; but were difappointed of feeing Mr. C. as 
he had gone up the river Sherbro two or three days before 
we ~ame, and was not expecl:ed home for fome time ; fa 
that hufineft frill remains unfetded. 

On the 2 rft of the fame month, we went together with 
Mr. DAWES to Port Logo. We found NAMINA Moooat 
home, who received and treated us with great kindnefs. 
Mr. D. (poke to him on the defign of our coming; and 
he exprelTed as much pleafure as ever at the idea of having 
a perfon to f~ttle there as a fchoolmafter, and teacher of 
good things: ·we remained there three or four days, and 
then returned to Free Town. 

Brother Roow A Y being agreeable to my fettling at 

Port Logo, on the 5th of Jan. I 796, I fet off for that place 
again; and it having been recommended to me, I took one 
of the black fettlers, a member of br-other GEORGE'S 
church, with me as a facl:or, who carried fome goods to 
Port Logo to trade with the natives. At fir ft, I was pleafed 
at the tliought of having a tradefman and a good man for 
my companion among the rude inhabitants of this country, 
but I Coon found to my grief that it was to my difadvantage; 
for, in the firft place, a flave facl:or in the town fold his 

goods at a much lower price than my companion could pof­
fibly afford his at; and then our being together made the 
natives fufpecl: the goods were mine, nor could any thing I 

faid prevail on them to believe otherwife. 



The Governor had kindly allured thein that our corn~ 
ing there was intended for their good; but when they 
found my companion's goods rated higher than the flave 

factor's, they faid, " The people who came from Camp ( as 

they called Free 'lown) were deceivers altogether, pretend­

ing to do the people good, and at the fame time attempting 

to opprcfs them, by charging every article at a higher price 

than they paid before our coming." In this fituation I 
realized the truth of your obfervation to us at Birmingham, 
that" If our minds are difiracl:ed about different ohjecl:s, 
we !hall never know how to act, &c." 

Things went o~ worfe and worfe for three weeks or 
more, which made me think it would be an act of prudence 

to leave the place for a feafon, as that might have a greater 

tendency than any thing elfe to prove to them that th~ 
trade was not my concern. Accordingly I left Port Logot 

and came to Free Town, where I tarried about fix weeks, 

and then went up again, 

But things were ftitl unfavorable. The price which 
my companion, from neceffity, demanded for his goods, 
had greatly incenfed the natives againft him; and on my. 

return they propofed quefl:ions to me concerning his price~1 

which made my fituation very painful, fince I could not 
give confcientious replies without offending one party or 
tlle other. 

As yet, I had no work going on, either by fchool or 
preaching; nor any profpec1: for. the prefent: Only; 

NAMUTA Mooo had prornifed me two children, a boy 

and a girl, and he had fent to feveral of the headmen of 

the Timmany country for their children ; but by his coh­
verfation I underfl:ood, that he intended all the children 

!hould be provided for by me, both with food and raiment. 
As 





we (ailed from eur own c-ountry, and the pro(pecl:s we 
now have before us. !hanks her to our God, we have 

had '1,me intimations of his prefence and love. 

\Ve left Spi.thead Nov. 2, having been there above 
three weeks, waiting for a fair wind: the Wejl India fleet 
alCo, or at lcaft a great part of it, failed at the fame time ; 
but in two days after we failed, the wind changed again, and 
blew {lrong exa6Uy againtl: us; we therefore veered quite 
about, in order to go back ag;i.in, for the captain now 
thought of putting i,i either at Fa/mouth or Plymouth har­
bou.r, to wait for a good wind: the morrow, a little before 
night, we came in fight of land again; but it was too late 
in the evening to get into the harbour, wt:, therefore, lay to 
all night, In the morning the wind was a little changed, in 
confequence of which we fteered W eftward again, ta get 
out into-the Weftern Ocean; the wind, however, did not 
well ferve us till two days after, Nov. 8, then it became right 
fair for us, and we failed on with f peed, going eight knots 
( or miles) and l>etter, an hour. As to the fleet, we faw 
nothing of it after the two firfi: days. 

Hitherto, and till four or five days after; our lituation 
was rendered uncomfortable by the ftrength of the wind1 

and roughnefs of the fea ; but after we had paffed the Bay 
of Biftay, we had fine weather and moderate breezes. 

Nov. 17, we touched at Y-meriffe, went alhore, and 
0ept one night at the town of Santa Cruz, where we 
bought a few trifling articles of the Spaniards, who were 
civil in their behaviour to us, fo alfo were the French, a 
number of whom was on the illand, who had been taken 
prifoners by the Spaniards, but now had their liberty in 
confequence of the peace. 

We had pleafant weather from Cf'eneriffe to-Sierra Liont, 
wnich we made Nov, 30, in the af~rnoon, On the mor­

row, 



row, about I P. M. we came to anchor in Free 'Iown har­
bor, and immediately went a!hore. 

I had good health during the whole voyage, excepting 
a little fea-ficknefs. I felt gratitude to God who had pre­
ferved us from the danger of the fea, and prayed that our 
coming into this country might be attended with his blef­

fin.g. 

We Coon met with fome of our baptill: friends : as to 
their outward hue they are black-by grace, they are comely, 
and brethren in Chrift. They were glad to fee m~, and 

we to fee them. We found brother G.EORGE, Mr. 
CUTHBERT, his deacon, and KEZEL, who is known in 
England, with their families well. The colony in general 
appeared to be in a healthy fiate: the rainy feafon was 
quite pall. The Governor was not at home when we ar• 
rived, but came home in a ft:w days ; and foon after came 
to fee us, and to talk with us t:on~erning the miffi.on. 

Having been advifed by him to vifit the Benanas and 
Port Logo, on Dec. I T, we fet off together in a !loop, to go 
thither. The Benanas arc about thirty miles from Frt1 

Town, twenty-five South of Cape Sierra Leme; we arriv­
ed there the next day, but unfortunately fow1d Mr. CLEVE• 
LAND abfent. There are a few native towns on the HJ.and, 
but we faw only that where Mr. CLEVELAND lives; for 
we fl:ayed at the Benarzas but one night, as nothing,could 
be done without him. 

Soon after our arrival brother GEORGE and his church 
met, and united with us in prayenothe Lord, that his bleffing 
might be upon us, and fuccefs attend our endeavors to intro­
duce the Gofpel among the heathen. Next fabbath we par­

~ook of the Lord's-fupperwith them. Brother G.IUGG and I 
K k 2 have 



have many times preached both to them and the methodiil~, 
and in the ·church, befure the company's chaplain came out; 

Dec. 2 r, we failed for Po,·t Logo ; to go to it we pa[s 

along by Banet ijland, on which there is an Englifh flave 
faltory, where hundreds of poor Africans are annually.con­
demned to perpetual flavery, with all its ·attendant horrors. 
Vv e arrived at Po,·t Logo in the evening of the 22d. S9me 
of the inhabitants of this country are Mandingas, thefe' are 
Mahometans : . the T immanies and Bullom; are· Pagans .. We 
ibyed at Por,t Logo four days, and had a great deal of talk. 
with the head men and the king. Here- are four or fivf:i 
towns pretty near together, each of which is un<ler a heaq 
man, excepting one which belongs to the king. Here is 
one head man who has more influence .than all the: reft, oi: 

even than the king, in faa the whole bulinefs depended on 
him; his name is NAMINA Mooo, i, e. MA!iOMMEDQ 

the fon of N AMIN' A ; he is a Mahometaa,', At; !aft i~ 
was fully agreed t~, for a white man to come ilfl~ .keep !\ 
fchool, and for another man to keep a facl:ory. While at 

this place we had our vicl:uals, which confifred chiefly of 
rice and fowls, cooked by the riat.ives; and I muft fay that 
the native· women in this part of .Africa, are decent good 
cooks: in .dreffing their vicl:uals, they pay thegreateil: re .. 
gard to cleanlinefs; at leaft this has been the cafe at Cevera\ 
of their·1:owns where I have had vicl:uals cooked by 
them. 

Soon after our return to Free Town, br9ther GRIGG 

and I agreed that he fuould go to Po~t Logo~, a·nd I to. the 

Btnanas. Mr. GRIGG will therefore give a m~re full ac­
count of what concerns Port Logo. I ~.1,vc: not yet bee~ 
to the Benanos fince the firfi: time; for, 9uite contrary tq 
my expectation, Mr. CLEVELAND is not.yet come home; 
but I hope he will foon, for I long more directly to be em; 
played in the work of the million. Indeed, for fome ·time 

I have 
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J haye not been fit for exertion, on account of illners"; for 

J have been repeatedly affiicl:ed with the frver. The fidt 
attack it made upon me was a little inore than a month 
after our arrival: I have had repeated and fevere fhokes 

?f it fince ; once I was obliged to keep my bed a fortnight 
iogether, I have been attended by the company's phyfi­
cians; and the -~ec!'icines t~ey ~dminifiered hav~ been of 
great fervice: thefe were chiefly emetics, fuderific draughts, 
and the pe~uvian bark. I find myfelf now much fironge; 

than I was, and hope I fhall foon be hearty again, and be-
come feaf~-n~d to th~ clim~te, • ' • 

• ' 

Brother GRIGG keeps his health exceeding well. In 
my, illne(s n:iy mind was refigned and comfortable, particu­
larly a:t fome feafons : I conlidered that whatever God hath 
appointed for me is befi; and that even death cannot hurt 

ihofe whofe fouls are by faith lodged in the hanls of Je­
fus. This afflicl:ion has, I believe, tended to my fpiritual 
penefit, teaching me humility ; by ihewing me that I am 
pothing in ~yf~lf~ • • 

I fl:ill hope God hath a work for us to do among thefe 

wretc.hed and ·ig~orant people, " who are ied c~ptive by 
the devil at his will." I think, from what I have feen, we 
have great encouragement to go on. I have been in 
many of their fowns, belonging to· different nations, and 
was always tre~ted with civility and kindnefs. The natives 
have great confidence iil white people, and appear quite 

-willino- for them to come and live -among them, defirous 
'· 0 . 

of being infl:rucl:ed by them: they lifien with wonder, at 

leaft fome of them, when fpoken to on the thing.s of reli­

gion. May the Lord make us infl:rumental in turning 
fome of t_hem from darknefs to light, and from fatan to the 

~rue God. -
;. . ' 

I find 



I find that our tlation requires great grace. We greatly 
need the prayers of God's people in England, and I trufl: 
are not forgotten by them. We ftand in great need alfo of 
a,h•ice and direcl:ion, which, I hope, dear fir, we lhall ftill 
receive from you and other of our friends. May the Lord 
grant us the direcl:ion of his fpirit ! 

The Calypfo, one of the Company's lhips, arrived here 
March 18, in it _came Mr. MACAULAY, and a number 
of palfengers, among whom is Mr. CLARK, the compa­
ny's chaplain, who appears t(? be a very val.uable minifter 
of Chrift ; a phyfician, two rchoolmafters, three clerks, 
~c. 

AffeRionately your's, 

J. R. 

Mr. qRIGG to Dr. R. Bri.ftol., 

free 'rown1 April ~2, i796~ 

IT only requires a knowle~ge of the country iq 
which mr, lot is caft, and of the difpofition of the patives, 
to prove, that increafing the number of miffi~nari~s is very 
defirable. Here is a fine nation of people ( the Timma".' 
nies) which extends about an hundred miles inw~r4 f!)ward~ 
t'he Eaft; and their difpofitions are fuch as threaten no ob:­
ftacle to our travelling, and preaching among them ; and~ 
the increafe of expence, in adding to the number of mif-:­
Jionaries, will not be very confiderable, when we confider, 
that the farther they go into the country, the cheaper they 
~an live; and the natives feem much more inclined to pay 
attention to what a white man fays, than to any inftrucl:ion 
offered by one of their own color. In my next, I intend 

tending 





I' 

• at lail- went up to heaven again to his Father; but told 
'his friends before he went away, that they 1hould go all 
' over the world and tell all men that if thev would be 
' forry for the wicked things they had done, a~d lo1ve him; 
' then they 1hould come to him when they died, to God's 
' plac:?, and live with him for ever.' Such language as this 
they will hear with the greateft attention and feerping con~ 
cern. I have talked to them in this way till they could not 
fpeak to one another for afronifi1ment, but like the {ons of 
Jacob, when they fi-ood before Jofeph; could only fook 
upon one another. This has frequently been a comfotc 
to me, and a very great encouragement to proceed in the 
work of the Lord among them. What a mercy is .it to 
have fuch a doctrine to preach as carries influence and evi..: 
dence with it to the heart, and which, if once rightly 're­
ceived, proves the power of God unto the falvation of-every 

one that believeth I ' 

You will hear from Dr; R. of my having been ~t­
Port Logo, a place near the head of the Sierra Leone river, 

Among the many things of a difcouraging nature which" 
zttended me there, I had many alfo of a plealing nature ; 
fuch as liberty to buitd a fchool, a promife of land to cul­

tivate, and of many fcholars from dilferent parts of the 
country. The people are very thankful that I came·with' 
fuch a delign, and faid, " They were fure • all the gentle-· 
" men in white mans' country m~ft be good men and 
,~ love them, or they could not do fo." 

Your's, &c, 

'Io Mr. F. Kettering. 
Free Town, May 16, 1796. 

IT will certainly pleafe you to hear that there is no 
obftacle in the way of travelling or preaching here. Jf 

any 
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!itty of our friends in Engldnd wou.Jd be willing to come 

hither to la~or for 'God1 but are ojraid to fravtl, I fhall at 

all ti1m:s be ready to give up a local fituation to them for 
the fake of travelling. Indeed, my dear fir, men may find 
local fituations enough in this country; while there will re­
main a field fufficiently large for the labors of itinerant 
preachers, as the Timmany country extends above a hun­
~red miles to the Ea!l:ward, and its population is great, 
c'onfidering that fo many of this people have been fold for 

naves. 

N11.IViiNA Mono, the chief man at Port Logo, poffeffes 

an .excellent difpofition, and is very willing that the ·chrif­
tian religion ili~uld be taught in the country; but is himfelf 

a· Mahometan. He gave me his children, faying; " Here, 
I give you thefe chilaten, that you may teach them to read 

and write, and make. figures, and- alfo bring them up to 
your religion; to pray in your falhion; • but as for me; I 
am a Mahometah and cann·ot be your religion i for ;I am 

now old~ but the y~ung people may learn it if they will." 
He added, that ,, aUihe children which were to be fent to 
be inftruc\:ed in re.lding and writing; were to be brought 

to pray in white-marl's falh_ion." 

ARIAN'A, hk wife (and headwoman) is alfo an ami.;. 

able perfon. She is poffJffed of good fenfe, and very tendet 
feelings; which I have had opportunity to difcover in her 
treatment of the llaves who· were chained and prepared for 

fale. She always difowned that fue had any part in the· 
trade, and whenever one ·was brought chained to the houfe, 
fhe would come to me; and~ knowing that I was an enemy 
to the trade; fay, ,, It is none of me, ·Mr. GRIGG, it !S 

none of me, k is Mr. T ~•s (a llave-fac\:or's) flave ... 

One of the headmen has promifed to travel all through 

the· Timmany · country with me after the rains are over; 
J., I but, 
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but, qnleCs Come perfon fuould come from England to take 

my place at Po,-/ log1J, I hardly think I fhall accept his 
oflcr. 

Your's, &c, 

J. G.' 

Mr. RoDWAY to Mr. F. Kettering. 

Frie Town, May 16, 1796. 

I iliould write with greater pleafure if I had, good 
tidings to communicate; efpecially if I had to relate the 
converfion of any of the heathen to God. But, though 
the intelligence you will receive by this letter may appear 

- of a difcouraging nature, yet, I hope it will' not in any wife 
tend to hinder the endeavors of the Society to introduce 

the chriftian religion into heathen nations. 

Since my arrival in this country, the Lord, in his wif"" 
dom, has been pleafed to vifit me with fuch repeated 
ihokes of illnefs that I have been hitherto difabled from 
employing myfelf in his work among the natives :-That 
you may form fome idea of my cafe as to health, I enclofe 
for your perufal a copy of my journal, from which account 
you will not wonder at my faying, that I can hardly deter­

mine what is right for me to do. The dollor informed me 
two or three days ago that he thought I was not a fit fub­
ject for this country, and gave me no encouragement to 
expel\: health if I fi:ayed here. I begin therefore to doubt 
of the propriety of my continuing here; and yet it ii 

painful to me to think of leaving .Africa. Could I have 
health, I fuould be delighted with the profpecl: which I 
fliould then have of ufefulnefs among the natives,; and with 
great pleafure I fuould purfue the plan of the miffion.-

Whilfi 
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\Vhilfl: I write this I feel an earnefl: defireo, that God, my 
heavenly father, would grant me health that I may be em­
ployed here. But I refign all to him, Should I not fl:ay 
in this country, I fuould wifu to go to America rather than 
return to England, as perhaps I might, at Come future time, 
be employed among the American Indians. Very glad 
fuould I be could I have the counfel and dire8ion of thofe 
who have employed me; but thefe I have neit at hand. 

May other miffionaries be raifed up and fent out hither ! 
Here feems to be free admiffion into every part of the 
country among the natives-fame parts are exceedingly 
populous, The town of Wongapong, a chief town of the 
Soofees, perhaps about 150 miles from Free Town, con­
tains forne thoufands of inhabitants, On my recovery 
from the fidl: attack of the fever, I went thither in a 

fchooner boat, belonging to Come of the fettlers who were 
going to Wongapong to trade with the natives. They 
feem to have great confidence in the white people; having 
a ve;y high opinion of their knowledge and their books. 

I ought to acquaint you with my obligations to the 
Company's phyficians, who have been very attentive to me, 
and always ready when I needed their affiftance;. and a 
few days ago Governor MAc Au LEY, fpealcing to me about 
my expences in the colony, I faid, I had the docl:ors bill to 

' pay; when he kindly replied, that the docl:ors bill would be 
.nothine; neither for their attendance nor for medicines. 

Affcflicnately ycur's, &c. 

J. R. 

IT is with concern that we inform the friet1ds of 

the minion that Mr. RoowAY's health has been fo inter­
rupted almoft from his firfl: arrival in Afri.a, as to inca-

L 1 2 pacit:ite 



pacit,ate him from making aoy attemJits ~wards the OtJu~ 
verfion of the natives, and fully to :convince -us that his 
oonftitution is ·not fuited to that climate, After a trial of 
morcthancight months, it was judged necelTary·by the feniar 
furgeonof the colony, that hethould returnto Eng-f(md*, He 
accordingJy quitted Africa, and arrived at Brijlofoithe latter 
end of S~ptember,, 1796, Mr. RoDWAY brought;wi~l1 him 
the full~ _tdfononials of h_is am~bl~ and becomi~ ccmd,ucl:, 
both from the Governor, and the Baptift Church at Sierra 
Leone t• We have the pleafure alfo to·ada,,that.fince bis re.,. 

• Cqpy .of the tcft,imony of the Senior Sui:geon. 

" This is to certify that Mr. ROD WAY' s !late of health i~ r<? 
!ZJuc.h impaired by :fuquent ~ttacks of ij.emittant Fever; that ,I .think .a 
yoyagc to .E.,I.G_LAN D abfolutely nece!far:y to the reFov.ery ~her,~c;,C' • , 

Signed, "LOWES! Senior Surgeori.1' 

Free Towri, ·sierra Leone, 

27th July, 1796. 

t ExriEk of a ·letter:from the B~ptlft Church :it.Sierra LeG1ne. 

:" We-,,e~r ouririend and be.other in G?d, JAMES R.OD\_\-' A y, 
He is now on his departure from us, We are :all forry .fo.r it; but _ 
it fi:ems that this ~Ji mate doth not agree. ;,.,,i°th him. All w~ i:iln fay 
is, "1he: wiH ·of' -die Lord be done. : .Our· prayers to Almighty 'God 
are for him, :11Jd all the Baptill:' .Seciety. ·; E-ier -fi.nce he bath bee~ 
withµ& his ®ndJJ8: ~as been ~vorihj of :prii.if~ from i:veiy.chriftian :of 
every dencum.n;nion, • His do8:f'.ine i,s ,of; Chri(i_; )1is ~ounfe:I is go.od i · 
hi& behavioUl' is peaceable ; fo that he has obt:iined the- goo.cl-will of 
all who kriov.,- him. ,ve· recomrnend him to all who love our· Lord 

Jefus Chrift in fincerity; and pray for his prefervation over the deep~.•• 

Free Town, 

July zz, 1796, 

Signed, DAV. GEORGE, Pallor, 

JOHN CUTHBERT,?. Elder 
THUTER PETRIT, f 5

' 

JOHN KIZEL.L, } 
' JOSEP,H RAMSEY, , Deacons, 

CATO BURDEN, , 

tun1) 
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turn, his healtb has been gradually recovering; that, during 

.the winter feafp11 1 we hope, he may.be able tc, attend in fome 

.degree to village ;preaching ,at home; .and if hi,s health {hould 
be well etlablilhed by the fpring, tlaat fome ot'her country 
may J:>e found ,to wl;iich he may be fent wi-1hout in}u-ry to bis 
.confiitut.i oH. We alfo ·hope that by that time a (uitable 
~haracler may be (ou.nd to accomp.J.ny him. 

The .concef,n wh~ch we feel howe~er on acce:>unt of the 
diGipp,ointm1;:nt cefpecling Mr. RoowAY, is but little when 
.corapar,ed wi,th tha:t wruch refpecl:s his colleague. It is 
with pain and -grief that we fo£OTm the friends of the .u.o­

.derta.king, that .after all • the eiiJC.ouragi11g appearances in 
. / -4/rha, a .cloud has co.v.ered our .aff"airs in tbat quarter, 

.which thr~tens for the prefent, a total f ufpenlion of our 
.J_abprs. 

In the fecond letter that we received from Mr. GRIGG, 

we perceived that he bad imbibed fome prejudice againfr a 
principal perfon in the- colony at Si_erra· Leone, who had 

ireati:i:1 h.i-m ,kindly while in Engl<Jnrl, and had fuewn much 

cordial refpe6l: to our fo.ciety. We were at a lofs to ac­
~.ount forJu,ch a ,pr.ejudice, efpecially as it appeared to u, 

v.ery µnlikely :to have any jufr foundation whatever. Nor 

,could we 11cc-9Lintfor it in any other way than by fuppofing • 
}Jim to ,h;we been influenced by Come perfon or perfons in 

Jlie C<i>lw:iy who were pre-difpofed to imprefs the mind of 
,:>ur mifl_i.pnary to that gentleman's difadvantage. Being 
immediateI.y .ipp.rehenfive of the i!fue to which.fuch a fpirit 
piight lead, W!! loft no time in writiug to him, in the ftyle 
of ferious, but affeclionate, expoftulatian. But it feems 
that, before our \etters could arrive, he had acted with fo 

.m,1,1ch imprudence, and embroiled himfelf in fuch un­

,happy difputes, that the Governor conceived it necelfary 
to in!ifi upon his leaving the colony. At this time we 

are 



are not abfolutcly certain where he is. By the lafl: ac. 
counts which arrived in September it appears that he had 
a choice of three expedients propofeJ to him. " Either to 
go to England; or to Port LfJgo without delay, and not 
to return to the colony without )~ave; or to take his p~f­
fage in the fid½ ihip for .America.'' It feems he chofe the 
1:ift; and he may already be gone for .A1ilerica. It is pof,. 
fible, however, that upon refle8ion he may. have feen and 
felt the impropriety of his conducl: in indulging a fpirit cf 
prejudice, and in interefting himfelf in the difputes of the 
colony ; (in which he was, and ought to have confidered 
himfelf as, merely a fojourner, during the rainy feafon) 
and might prefer the fecond of there expedients. Of this 
_we lbould have approved, if he be but duly Cenfible of pafi: 
miftak:es; but whether this .be the cafe, is altogether u.n­

_certain. He may, ere this, have left .Africa, and the _ mif~ 
fion in that quarter have, for t_he prefent, ~.onfoqu~ntly 
.terminated. 

The above intelligence was received partly by a letter 
from the Governor, partly by another from Mr. GRIGG 
himfelf, and partly from converfatio_n :with Mr. Ronw A Y 

after his arrival. We immediately called a Cor1_1mittee 

meeting, which was held at Guilfoorough1 08-. 6, 1 796 ; 
at which meeting this fote!Jigence w·as laid before the 
committee, who jufiified Mr. Ronw AY's return, lamented 
Mr. GRIGG's behaviour; and ref~lved, That the thanks 
of the committee are due to the Governor of the colony 
for the concern he has manifefied for the interefis of our 
million in Africa, and that the Secretary be requeA:ed t~ 
tranfmit the fame. 

On fome confiderations, we could have wilhed, on ac.,. 
count of the difagreeable part of the above intelligence, t~ 
have fuppreffed what had been before received of the agree­

able; 



;ible; but jull:ice to the undertaking, and tho(e who have 
befriended it, feemed to us to require an explicit narra­
tion of both the one and the other. Thofe encourage­
ments which exifl:ed in the early part of the feafon ftill 
cxill. The natives of Africa difco~er a willingncfs to hear 
the gofpel, and look up to white men with great refpecr, 
~ccounting iC a favor that they will go thither to inftruEI: 
them, Such a call to Europeans to go over and he!? 
thc:m ought not to be concealed. We truft that this, and 
even our prefent difappointment, will provoke us and others 
to greater exertions. 

In addition to the above, the Committee beg leave to 
offer the following refleclions-Fidl-, That it is a very 
myfl:erious infl:ance of Divine Providence, that two young 
men, who had both engaged, and we verily trufted, after 
clofe examination, from the p1.1Iefl: motives, in preaching 
the Gofpel to the heathen, lhould both for the prefent be 
obfl:rucled in their work: that he who feemed likely to 
fucceed from the prudence and amiablenefs of his fpirit, 
ihould be incapacitated by affiiclion; and he who was 
well ·able to endure the climate, and whofe fprightly powers 
were equal to the energy of his confi:itution, fhould inca­
pacitate himfelf by the impropriety of his conduct! vVe 
are not without apprehenlions that our own fpiritual de­
feels may have contributed to this affiicrion. \Vhen we 
fent out our firfl: miffion, it was a work altogether new; 
a path that we had not been ufed to walk in. \Ve there­
fore trod every ftep of it with fear and trembling. Our 
fupplications to heaven were fervent, and continued. But 
perhaps having fucceeded in the firll: inftance, we were 
Jefs fearful, and lefs importunate with God in undertaking 
a fecond. 

Secondly, It may be the delign of God, by corering 
this undertaking with a cloud for the prefent, to try us. 

In 



Jn undertakings of this kind, we ought to lay our account~ 

w<th a portion of difappointment. God may in fome in­

R:ances imped.: our progrefs by his own immediate hand; 

and in others may folFer the perfons to whom the work 
is entrufted to al\: an unbecoming part. Examples may 
be permitted as a warning to other miffionaries that they­

meddle not in things foreign to their miffion. It has 

fallen to our lot to give the firft warning of this kind ;· we 
hope a!fo it may be the lall:: but whether it be, or not, we· 

a~·e fure it does not become us to be difbcartened. lfraei 
was repeatedly put to flight before "Benjamin; and yet 
they did not defill:, and at Jail became victorious. If they 

could perfevere arnidll difcouragement in the execution 
of jull:ice, we truft we lhall not be lefs difpofed to perfe­
verance in the exercife of benevolence and mercy. When 

the fl:andard-bearer of an army fainteth, or even when the 
body of an army is cut off', if it be a caufe in whicli 
peoples hearts are intere!l:ed, it is rarely known but that 
others ftand ready to take their place. When miffionaries 

amongll: the Moravian brethren have died, or been flain • 
by the. favages, others have immediately fi-epped ·forward, 

and offered their fervices. How is it with us?' Have we 
no fuitable characl:ers exifi-ing amongft us ? Surely we 

have fome ferious, upright, intelligent, modefi-, prudent, 

and enterprizing young men in our churches, whofe hearts 

are warmly attached to Chrilt, and who are willing to 

forego the enjoyments of civilized life, for the fake of 
promoting his kingdom in the earth. FROM Olt CON­

CERNING PERSONS OF THIS DESCRIPTIOr., WE SHOULD 

llE HAPPY TO RECEIVE THE EARLIEST COMM.UNICA­

TIONS, There is an open door, both at Port Logo, and· 

in the Soofte country, if fuitable perfons are but willing to 
enter in. For our parts, we declare, that if duty did not 

confine us to our prefent polls of action, there are feveral 

of us who would cheerfully engage. 

Thirdly, 



Thirdly, While we utterly di(approve of Mr. GRIGG•s 

~ondutt, in interfering in concerns foreign to his miffion, 
we cannot but entertain a hope that this painful event 
may be ultimately profitable even to him. Should he be 
her~by b_rought to rellccl:ion, and learn the neceffity of 
greafer watchfulnefs, meeknefs, prudence, patience, and 
forbearance in his concerns with mankind, he may yet be 
an honorable and ufeful fervant of Jefus Chrift. He is a 
young man, and has had but little experience- of men and 

things : we feel it to be our duty to hope and pray 
for him, 

ii::r The Society having agreed to obferve a day of 
folemn fafting and prayer, in relatfon to the important 
undertaking for which they have affociated, do earneftly 
requeft their brethren, that, either as individuals in their 
dofets, or in their families, or with their refpeclive 
churches or congregations ( as fhall be moil:- 2greeablc 
and convenient) thef will unite with them in devout ap­
plication to the Throne of Grace, on WEDNESDAY, 

December 28, which is the day appointed for this fo­

Jemnjty, .-Read Ezek. xxxvi. 23-37. 

Mm EFFOR'l'S 





brethren STEADMAN, of Broughton, and SAFFER Y, or 
Sali,lbury, would be fuitable perfons to itinerate; and 
that the county of Cornwall would be a defireable place 
to make the experiment. 

This propofal having been highly approved by feveral 
refpecl:able miniflers, who were not of the Committee, 
and brethren SAFFER Y and STEADMAN being willing 
to undertake the work, it was refolved to fend them out 
under the patronage of the Society. 

Accordingly, after a folemn meeting of prayer, for 
their direcl:ion and fuccefs, held at Sarum, Monday, June 

27, 17<J6, they fet out for Cornwall. 

It might appear o!l:entatious to prefent our readers 
with their Journal at large, and on· the other hand unfatif­
facl:ory to tho(e to whom we look up for fupport, if 
no account of their labors were given them, we fhall 
ther~fore extracl: from their j ourn:i.l merely a -lift of the 
towns and villages where they preached, the places in 
whic~ they delivered their difcourfes, the fubjeas they 
preached from, and tho number of hearers who in the 
feveral places attended their mini!l:ry; to which we lhall 
annex a few general obfervations. 

The firft Lord's-day they fpent at P/ymauih and 
Plymauth Dack, and on the Monday united with the 
brethren in another meeting of prayer in the veftry of 
the Baptifi: Meeting of the latter town, from whence 
they commenced their operation in Carnrva/1 in the fol~ 
lowing order. 

Mm2 ABSTRACT 











'lime, Prtathtr. ~owtt or 1'illagt, P/ac, •f preaching, Subj1t11. H1ar1r1. Hour, 
Aug,\• Bro. 5affcry, Well: Looe, B. Independent Meeting, Rom viii. 9 So 7 in the eveninr 

Steadman, St. Aull:le, M. Market Room,· Achui.34 150 7 ditto 
6, Ditto, Grampoun<l, B, Meeting Houfe, Pfal. CXXVI. J 30 7 ditto 

7• Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, John i. 14 go morning 
Ditto, Tregony, B. Independent Meeting, Col. i. 27 130 afternoon 
Ditto, Grampound, B. Meeting Houfe, Pfa. cxix. r 58 150 evening 
Saffery, Fowey, B. Independent Meeting, 1Cor,x.13 40 9 in the momin: 
Ditto, Polruan Street, Luke xviii. 13 JOO afternoon 
Ditto, Fowey, B. Independent !'vleeting, Eph. ii. 1Z 80 evening 

I, ·stead man, Probus, Methodill: Meeting, Heh. vii. iS 140 7 in the evening 
Saffery, Mevagilfcy, M. Independent Meeting, Rev. xiv. 4 140 2 afternoon• ,..., 

9• Steadman, Grampound, B. Meeting Houfe, lfa. xxv. 9 JOO 7 evening 
Saff'ery, Trtgony, B. Independent Meeting, 

~
olh. xxiv. rs 60 7 ditto p 

JO, Steadman, Trnro, B. Bapt11l: Meeting, hi!. iii I 120 7 ditto CJ\ 
03 

II, S:i.ffery, Ditto, Ditto, Eph. iv. 27 80 6 in the morning 
Steadman, Flulhing, Private Houfe, John viii. 23 70 7 evening 
Saft'ery, Feoc, Ditto, Col. iii. z. 5'0 7 ditto "--' 

12, Steadman, Penryn, B. Independent Meeting, I Thell". ii. 13 30 1 ditto 
Saffery, St. Mawes, B. Independent Meeting, Pfal. xi. 7 50 7 ditto 

14, Steadman, HeUl:one, B, Back Yard, Phil. iii. 8 f>o morning 
Ditto, Merther uni A Meadow, John ix. 3S' zoo afternoon 
Ditto, Helll:one, .E. Market Houfe, Luke_ x. 42 500 evening 

Saff'ery, Fa)mouth, M. Baptill: Meeting, I z Cor. vi. r 90 morning 
• I I Cor. xi. 24, zs 120 afternoon t 

• The meeting was publifued at fix in the evening, but the fifuing feafon having commenced, which is chiefly attended to in thr· 
eveninr, the people, unwilling to lofe the npportunity, >were defirous of having it at half after two. 

- _ t Admiaill:ered the Lord's Supper, the church havin~ no pallor. 





'Timt. Prtacher. 'Town or Pillage, P i,u, ,f prt11thint, Subj1t11. Hearers. Hour. 

Aug. 21, Bro. Saffcry, £:hafewatcr, Baptill: Meeting, Matt. xix. 30 100 mor~ing 
Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Eccl. ix. 10 zoo evening 

:n, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Exod. xxiii. 30 80 morning 
Ditto, Truro, B. Ditto, Pfa.1. cxxxviii. 2 100 7 in the evening 

23, Steadman, Launcefion, B. Ditto, Pfa. xxvi. 9 40 7 ditto 
Saffery, St. Michael, B. Town Hall, Pfa. cxliv. 15 70 8 ditto 

24, Steadman, Launcellon, B. Independent Meeting-, John xii. 21 70 7 ditto 
Sa~ry, St. Columb, M. Ditto, Ifa. Iv. 1 70 7 ditto 

2)t Steadman, Lilkeard B.• Town Hall, I The!T. ii. 13 6)0 7 ditto 
Saffery, Port Ifaac On the Beach, 2 Cor. vi, z JOO Half pall: 6 evening .-. 26, Steadman, St. Stephens Private Houfe, Pfal. ix. n 50 Ditt_o 7 ditto 
Salrery, Patlllow, M. M~thodill: _Meeting, Ifa. lxxiii_. z8 I ~O _ 7 in the ~vening p 

28, Steadman, Launcellqo1 B. Baptill: Meeting, I l(a. xxxii. 15 20 morning ....... 
Phil. ii. 1 so afternoon 0 

Town Hall, John ii;c, 3~ 35° evening 
Saft-'ery, Bodmin, B. Indep~ndent Meeting, Matt. 1x. 37; 38 40 morning .,_ 

Ditto, Matt. xii_ . . z 1 6o afternoon 
Town Hall, I Cor. vi. 9, 10 zoo evening 

29, Steadman, Newport, B. Street, Jfa. Iii. 7 so 7 in the evening 
Saff'ery, • Loll:withiel, B. ·under Town Hall, Matt, vi. 33 •~o 6 ditto 

]$, Stea~man, Kellington,t Inn Yard, Cor. i. 23 120 Half paft 7 ditto 

"' He began with three people. 

t It being harv~II: time, the fervice began fo late that b~fore the fermon was entrred-upon the !l:ars appeared-a large-lime-tree fpreaJ 
itfelf over nearly all the alf~mblr, and thefe circumll:ances, added to the ferioufnefs of the auditory, render~d the opportunity 
highly .folemn and delightful, whilft the pl"Cacher infi{l:ed cin the interefting topic of Chrifl: c;rucified for us. 





General Objervations, cxtracled from the Jaurna/ of 
the Mi./fionaries. 

1. THE reports fo current to the Eaftward, of 
the ignorance and barbarifm of the inhabitants of this 
county, and particularly of the 'tinn.~rs, we perceived wer~ 

totally unfounded. Whatever the tinners may have been 
formerly, they certainly _are now as intelligent, decent, 
and inoffenfi\•e a race of men as ~an be found_ among the 
laboring cJalTes in any part of the kingdom. We n~ver 

faw any infrance of rudenefs, never received any i~fult 
from them; and as to their behavior unqer the word, it 
does them the greatcft hon_or. •• 

As to the inhabitant~ at large, we believe they an; 
as intelligent, and much more civil, than in any other 
county. This we judge fro~ 011r own experience, fi~ 

we apprehend it will hardly be fuppofed we cpuld tak,e fuch 
an extenfive circuit upon the fame bufinefs through· any 
other county, and meet 'Yith-little or no oppofition.: 

lt mufi: be acknowledged, that the inhabitants ;of th~ 

north-eaft part of the couniy appear lefs intelligent, and. 
Jefs inclined t; h;ar, than the more fouthern and w_efterly 

people ; but even thefe are not inferior to ~hat ~1ay be 
found in mofr ptber counties, 

2. As to the fiale ~f religion, it muft be confeff'ed 
that the labors and fu~cefs of Mr~ WESLEY have proved, 
in various refpecl:s, a great bleffi_ng to the county, and_ 
ferved greatly to reprove the indolence of dilfenters in 
reference to it, whilft it held out a le!fon which they have 
hitherto neglell:ed to )earn. • •• , 

~very 
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Every thing feems to have been favorable to exertion~, 
and had there been able minifters to make them, in all 
probability their fuccefs would have been great. Should 
any ·more miffionaries .be fent into, this county, we arc 
fully convinced, that fl:ated minifters of fome experience 
are by far the mofl: proper to be employed. 

3. It appears to us delireable that fomething more 
permanent fhould be attempted. Occafional millions will 
do good, but unlefs thefe are conftantly kept up, thofe who 
may be ferioufly impreffed with a fenfe of religion, will be 
fcattered a6road, no regular focieties formed, and the va­
luable· ends of the miffion be v'ery partially accomplifhed. 

Could two or thre.e rninifte.rs of talents and aclivity be 
prevailed with to go down and fettle, and be affifl:ed in 
point of fupport for a year or two, there is little doubt of 
their railing congregations, founding churches, and foon 
relieving their brethren from the neceffity of affording them 
pecuniary affi{tance, We know not why any fhould be 
relutlant to go; certain it is that there are great~r en­
couragements to preaching here than in moft other places, 
as many parts of .the <;ounty are populous, and the people 
jn general difpofed to hear. 

4, vVe ought not to tondude without acknowledg­

ing the great goodnefs of God, in preferving and fupport­
ing us through the whole work. Though we travelled 
upwards of nil)e hundred miles, an.cl that in different forms, 
and frequently were obliged to walk through heavy rains, 
yet we met with no material accident : and though we 
lJreached twice as much as ever before, and frequently to 

numbers 1n the open air, we received UQ injury whatever. 
• Our 



Out tir~ngth held out, and our health ( except the few 
clays -brother SAFFER Y lay HI at Chaftwater) continued 
unirnpaired; and we we·te bro~ght home as well as we fet 
wt> and bt'etber S'tEADMA.N ·much better, Our churches 
were v.tell lupplied, and nothing of a painful nature had 
occurred, either- in them or in our families, during our 
abfence. Thus have we found the truth of that promifo, 
As thy-tktys fa foal/ thy firength b, .. 

IIHH8il8 • • ..... 11,11 

Extraf!s from a letter written at the requeft of the 

Society, by Mr. HrnToM, ef Oxford*. 

WlTHIN thefe three years I have been induced, 
by 2dvice-offriends and a hope of the divine bleffing, to make 
feveral attempts to remove -tne grofs fpiritual darknefs 
which " covei-s lhe people" -in alino!I: every :place around 
us. In four places we have endeavored to erect the iof pel 
frandard; in two only have we met with any fuccefs: and, 
all things confidered, our progrefs more than equals my 

hopes, though it falls far lhort of my willies, 

In a village within one mile of Oxford, we have been 
prevented from obtaining a place of wodhip, although it 
bad been promifed, You have heard of the violent perfecu­
tion which Satan raifed, and God permitted, to drive us 
from a neighboring town at feven miles diftance, from 

• See page 239. 
whick 
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which we were obliged to flee at the extreme hazard of 
our lives, 

After this it was with difficulty that l could find f1iend& 
who po.llelfed fufficient fortrtUde to accompany me to 

Wheatly, ·a village fix miles Ji:ail: of O4ord, where, how­
ever, it pleafed God to fuppQrt me in preaching once a 
fortnight, with very few exceptions, for mote thaii two 

years. Perfecution has been chieRy confined, at Whwtly., 
to ill names, ·curfes, &c. For the firfr fu.mme,, novelty 
drew great crouds to hear, and envy foon found means to 
lelfen them ; but after every deduB:ion, there remains a 
fieady congregation of eighty or a hundred perfons, and 
on Lord's-day evenings in fummer we have very pleating 
acceffions from other towns and villages round. In feveral 
infl:ances the heads of families have been reformed; in fe­
veral others, I have no doubt, fome have been truly con­

verted, Many come to Oxford Meeting when the wea­
Jher permits, though the difrance is too great in bad feafons. 
One friend has joined the church ; three others are 
thought very proper fubjeas.. God grant that the dawn 
of light, which we hope 'lf,.C, •fee in many, may encreafe 
to the perfe~ day. 

The oth~r village, where I· have, as yet, preached but 
twice, is Oddington, feven ·miles N. E. of Oxford, and five 
~; W. of Bice}ler. A pious farmer, lately come thither, 
has regiffered his houfe, and the neighbors flock willingly 
to hear " the joyful found." When Bice.ft er people 
(now defritute) lhall be favored with a paftor, I have much 
hope that this, and the neighboring villages, fo awfully 
negle8ed as to their fpiritual concerns, will be fupplied 
occafionally both from Bicd]er and Oxford. 

I cannot 



I cannot think that we ought to be di(couraged though 
but" a few" are converted. The primitive churches were 
evidently moft of them fmall affemblies; nor would lixty 
or eighty people in a barn be thought unworthy the infl:ruc­
tion of a PAUL or a BARNABAS, were they il:ill on earth. 
Perjevering zeal in humble dependence on God is the great 
quality 1 need. " Nil defperandum" was the motto of 
JoNAS HANWAY-" Hope to the end," if I muil: have 
one, £hall be mine. God helping us, we can do all things, 
if we fhive together for the faith of the gofpel. 







CJ'HE Indian 'I'une wbicl, is prefixed to 
t'bis Number, is now commonly Jung by many 
Brami11s, and others, in the neighborhood of 
the Mi/Jionaries, a few mile1 to the northward 
ef Malda, in BENGAL, Cfhe ,z,atives, bowe'Uer, 
it jeems, have no mufical charatier, nor have 
they any notion of jinging in more than one 
part; yet, our mi.ffionaries ob.farve, that « it is 
.amazing to hear how tuneabie they fing toge­
ther." 'The air was written by brother 
Fou.NTAIN, after hearing it fung hy a Pundit, 
till be was majler of every note-the_ other 
parts have been added by one of our brethren, 
jin,:e it came to England. 'The fir.ft vetje of 
the Bengalee Hymn, to which the tune is 

Jung, is placed beneath the notes in Engiijh 
.cbaratlers; and as there is no h_-vmn in our· 
language of a metre Juited to the time, the 

following verjion of the Bengalee Hymn is jttb­
joi~dJ to which it may 1'.e J@g. 

·CHORUS~ 

Who befides, 0 who befides 
JEsus CHRIST whom we adore, 
Can a finful foul reftore, 

:horn hell's lafting and tremendous g1oo~ ? . 
Sad, but righteous doo~ 
Where joy can never come-.never come. 

Who but CHRtsT the Lord 
' The everlafting word, 

Cu the fmalleft help afford! 

1. LO, 

I,. 

Lo, that Lord is God's dear fon: 
Suff'ring in the finners room, 
He averts the awful doom. 

Whofo with an humble mind, 
This Lord adores, £hall peace and fafety find, 

·And from fighing, 
Sin and dying, 

Be for ever, ever freed-ever freed . 

CHoRus.-0 who befides 
JEsus CHRIST, whom we adore, 
Can a :finful foul reftore ? 

2,. 

S,earch the f pacious world around : 
Who on this polluted ground, 
Free from fin can e'er be found? 

One alone excepted ftands·-
He only did fulfil Heav'ns high demands ; 

This is JEsus, 
Give him praifes, 

'Tis the Savior of mankind. 

CHoaus.-0 who befides, &c. 

3· 
_ Pitying finners helplefs cafe, 
_ In our world the Prince or'Graee, 
Came to fave our ruin'd race. 

Whofoe' er this truth receives, 
JEsus adores, and on his fulnefs lives, 

Safe from evil, 
Death and devil, 

That's the man that will get free. 

Cuo.llus,-0 who befides, &c. 

4• JESUS 

4• 
JR~U~ by believers known, 
God and man in perfon one, 
That he might our fins atone ; 

Now, a fov'rc:grr fceptre fways, 
Worthy of love and univerfal praife. 

P,y his merit, 
G;;a.ce and fpirit, 

Man alone can heav'n obtain. 

CHo&us.-0 who befides, &c. 

5. 
Now the heav'nly teacher view! 
Sinners, hark! he fpeaks to you, 
And his words are very true. • 

" Whofo thidl:s my grace to prove, 
" With pure and living ftreams of heav'nly love, 

" Freely flowing, 
" Life bellowing, 

" I'll refrefh for evermore." 

CHoRus.-0 who befides, &c. 

6. 

Therefore O my foul adore, 
Love and truft the Savior more, 
Sound hiioi praif e from fhore to fhore. 

He is a fubftantial friend ; 
He'll guide, and keep, and blefs thee to the end. 

Glory• honor, 
Praife, and power 

Be for ever to his name. 

CHoRus.-0 who befidl!s 
JEaus CHRIST, whom ,ve adore, 
Can a finful foul reflore ? 

A. LIT UAL t1ufl1tion may be fo~nd ill No, I. p. I;, 
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. F_ROM OUR BllETHREN IN INDIA, 

From January 11, to June 17, 1796. 

Mr. THOMAS to Mr. F-, Kettering. 

Moypauldiggy, Jan. i 1, 1796. 

I AM jufr returned from ]Walda, where I have 
preached on Chriftmas, New-Year's, and two 

Lord'~-days. On my way I met brother CAREY, who 
is going to preach there alfo. I delivered him fome 
books and parcels, in which we found a letter to us 
both, from the Society, dated April 14, 1 795, to which 
I :fit down to reply. ' 

No, IV.] Oo I rejoice 



t rrjoi~e in 1ny foul to hear that our pa:?dobapti:!l 
brethren are fo ftirrcd up to fend abroad the gof pel­
Lord ! the harveA:.is great: multiply the laborers. 

You fee in brother CAB.EV and myfelf fome diffe­
rences in tafl:e, _manners, &c. but I admire the wifdoin 
a.nd grace of God in knitting us together; for we never 
differ but we agree to differ, and in things wherein it is 
no matter whether we differ or not. "\Ve often fall into 
each others opinioni., are always delighted to fee each 
other, and we love each other fervently. This infor­
mation, altho' you have had it before, will not be unin-
te reiling-~ - -

Pono LosoN, my pundit, is ftill an enquirer; and 
brother C.A.REY has another; both brimins, who have 
expreffed great concern about the gofpel, but tremble 
and appear difmayed at heart when the lofs of their 
caft is inferred. 

You defire me to keep a Diary. I have had one 
open for fome years, and I may as well give you an ex­
tracl from it here; though there fee ms fo much of one's­
f elf in all fuch things, that I fet about it reluctantly. 

EXTRACT OF DIARY. 

Nov. I. 1795. Mr. CAREY preached a baptifmal 
fermon in the afternoon at Mudnabatty. Mr. LoNG, 
Mrs. THOMAS, myfelf, my daughter, a Mr. REBELLIO, 

Mr. CAREY's childreii, FELIX and WILLIAM, and my 
Portuguefe boy ANDRE w, were hearers -about forty 
natives were fpeltators-the text, " Wifdom • is jujiified 
of her children :" a.fteI which I addre!f ed the na-

tive. 
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tives at the water flde. Mt.. S. PowELL was baptifed 
by Mr. CAREY, the ufual worth pronounced both in 
Englifh and Bcngalee: I then fartheT explained the 
nature of the ordinance to the natives, after which 
we, viz. broth.er CAREY, myfelf, PoWELL, and, LoNG, 
fignified our deftre to enter into a church fiate ; and 
gave each other the right hand of fellowfuip; we then 
partook together of the Lord's Supper, adminiftered by 
brother CAREY. 

Dec. 1 7. "Ifl may but touch the hem of his gar­
" ment I.fhall be whole." This woman'~ difeafe was 
great and malignant, no medicine could heal it. Her 
words are a fpecimen of great Jaitk, and a fine expref­
fton of the great virtue there is in JEsus CwusT. 

-cc Pray ye the Lord of the harvefr, that he will fend 
"forth-inore laborers." This comm.and, no doubt, 
the difciples obeyed, and their prayers were well 
minded in heaven ; for how foon after did the Lord of 
the harve:A: fend forth laborers into all the :world ! 

" The hairs of your head are all numbered : fear 
"not therefore." Nothing, then, can affect my life, or 
any of its comforts, without God ; and if vexations 
and troubles increafe, and God be in them, ,,ith what 
humility, patience, and reftgnation, ought I to behave; 
and receive their number and length as beneficially ap­
pointed of God, 

Jan. 8, 1796. A miffionary ought to be very clear 
in this grand ~th, " By grace ye arc Javed :" fur he 
that is really clear in thi~ matter, is led moil: naturally. 
like Paul, into the pratlice of this fuining precept, '' Be 
" ye therefurc ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding 

Ooi "in 



u in the work of the Lord ; fora1much as ye know 
"'that your labor is not iu vain in the Lqrd." 

Jan. 1 o. I went this afternqon to fee my Pundit 
(Pooo LosoN) who is fi.ck of a fever, and found many . 
people gathered round the door to fee me, among whom 
was J.A.GGERNA.UT, a. man whom I lately attended i11 
a very dangerous fever and flux, and of whofe reco­
very I had fcarcely any hopes-on this occafion, the, 
following :xmverfat1on paifed. -

Queilion. ]AGqERNAur, when you we'r~ fi.ck ha~ 
you any thoughts ·of'dying? 

A11f w~r. 1 had no hope of life till I took. your 
medicines. • 

Q. If you had died,· what· would have become_ 
of you? 

.d. I ib0uld have been taken to Sadoolipoor"". 

Q. But what would have become of your foul ? 
A. I do not know. 
Q. Not know! Do you confider fo much what will 

become of you for a fhort f eafo~ and not what will 
become of you for ever ? • 

.&. What clo ;·01, think ? 

Q. Do you think you have done good? 

A. If I fay I have done good, it will have the ap~ 
pearance of pride ; let others fay it for me. 

Q. But every man has fome thoughts of hiz~felf, 
and his actions ? 

A. I do not know whether I have ever don,e any 
good or not. 

• SADOOJ.fPOOR. is an adjaceRt branch of the Ganges, wl1ere the 
Hindoos briJ!g theic dead froin great diftancn to burn thenl, 

Q. -Is 
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Q, b there any body elfe then in thu wo:i:ld of 
whom you think that they have done good? 

A. Yes ; you did good when you vifited me in my 
:ficknefs, and relieved me, 

Q. I did no more than my duty; but to do good 
in God•s account is a great matter. A bad man, as a 
thief, may vifit and relieve the :fick, for various ends 

, that ar.e not good, and fo may do good in every body's 
·account but God's, who fees his heart. No man caa 
do good in HIS account with a bad heart, One fin cor­
rupts the whole heart -the wiwle man. How then 
can" a finner do good ? In the word of truth I am 
taught, that if" I give all my goods to feed the poor," 
without a right ftate of heart, " it is nothing." If 
your heart be good, JAGGERNAUT, then you are good, 
and have done good; .but then, why were you £ck? 
Why muft you die?- Sicknefs and death are the con­
fequeaces ·of man having done evil ; your having done 
anJ evil; difcovers your heart to be evil, as a tree is 
known by itc; fruits: B11t now you are fpared longer, 
and brought up froin the gate of death, fuppofe you fet 
yourfelf to do good, what \Vill you do? If you confider 
what is good in God's account, and try to do that, ycu 
will foon find it againft your nature to do fo, becaufe 
you are evil. Try to make your heart good, you will 
find it harder work ftill. See the· buffalo ; he feeds 
upon grats : fee the· tiger ; he feeds upon ftefh : Go 
and make the buffalo eat fiefh, or the tiger eat grafs; 
you will tind either of thefe ea.fier than to make yo~ 
evil heart good. God is infinitely ju:ft and righteous: 

. What would become of the fins that are pa.ft, if you 
we11e never to ·1i.Q. any moi;e? 

One 



One of the bramins anf wered for him, and faid, Ite 
--muft do a.s much good as would obliterate ,a.U that waa 

bad. 

Q. What is doi1'lg good? Is it not doing what God 
has commanded ? 

A. Yes; but he muft do more than he is com­
manded to do. 

Q. If a maft.er fend his fervant to Mudnabatty~ 
will he pleafe his mafter by going on to J{alda .~ To 
do any thing more or lefs than God has commanded, 
can never be doing good. 

A. True, very true. 

Q. Or, fuppofe I go to a Dookou •, and buy rice 
and falt, on credit, till I am thirty rupees ilJ, debt, 
when the man will let me have no more witho.ut the 
money, and fo I pay him daily for what I take, will 
this difcharge the thirty rupees ? Here I returned to the , 
impoffibility of a man whofe heart had ever been de­
filed doing good, and hence inferred and preached the 
nece:llity, the real•ty and fuitablenefs of a Savior. 

After fame time PoDo LosoN, the pundit fpoke. 

Q. S_rnAI B ! ( faid he) I have often heard you fay 
that a finner muft come to CHRIST-What does this 
mean? How does a fioner come to_CH&IST? 

.A. Coming to CH.RIST is a fpiritnal thing-it is won­
derful! it is fimple-! When a man know11 and feels. 
that he is loft in himfelf, a guilty finner, hopelefa and 
helplefs, and on the report of the gofpel he begins to 
look to CHRIST for pardon, life, and falvation-this is 
coming to Cua1 ST. Hoping, defiring, believing, truft-

, A fort of Shop, 

ing, 
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I forgot tc fat, that before I pA:rted from the people, 
I related ex> them the following anecdote. One day 
having procured the fervices of a very vffll~table man,· 
after the bufinefs was over., I begged him to fit down 
and read his Koran to int!. He fat dowri, and with 
tokens of the greateft reverence and de,•otion, he gently 
opened the facred volume, which was neatly folded up 
in fi.lk and cloth. None could behold hitn without 
ad.miring every look, every hem, and every motion. 
He began with an au4ible voice to read, ~r rather chant, 
a line or two, when I interrupted him, and begged he 
would ex,Plain the 1he~ine; of it, for it was written in 
.J.rabic. He told me he could not, .as he only under• 
:ftood the name of God, and the proportion of one word 
to ten. After he had done,. I fetchtd my bible,. and 
read and explained to him .. At laft I offered to pur­
chafe his book, but he faid~ he would rieve·r fell the 
Koran ; but if I would make him a prefent cif ten ru­

pees, he would make me a prefent of a Koran ! ! ! 

So fa:r I have given you extra.as from my journal. 
I will now -add a fable or two which the bramins re.,. 
.peat~ to me yefi:_erday fro~ fame ~f • th~i; .ancient, 
books. If things of this kind fuould not fuit Y?u, there 
are others who will thank you for them. 

I mu.ft firfi: Dbferve, that !he Jackal! is a creature • 
of great Clllllllng, larger than onr fox, and feeds on fle{h; 
we hear them every night furrounding qur habitations, 
and they Dften wake us out of our fleep with t11eir 
howlings. • • • 

HINDOO 



H I N D O O F A B L ES. 

I. 

The evil of keeping bad compa1'fj. 

There was a Crow and a Deer, who had long lived 
()O terms of great friendfhip, and when they had been 
.out after their refp·eaive food, the c-row returned to a 
tree in the jungles, under which the deer had alfo found 
a. fafe retreat, and here they daily had converfation. 
together. One day a jackall came by, and faw the 
-deer, and formed an acquaintance with him. The 
crow, obferving thi~, bid the deer beware of him, for 
he was a very great rafcal ; but, notwithfl:anding hi:; 
friend's advice, he was perfuaded by the jack.all to go 
out with him, where he promifed to fuew the deer fine 
pafture, of either grafs, or rice, which he might feed 
on, without molefl:ation: he did fo, and the deer and 
jackall returned together in company daily. After 
fome time the owner of the field obferved the mif chief 
done by the deer, and laid a net for him, and caught 
him, whilfl: his enemy lay in wait for his bones. The 
crow finding the deer not come .home, as ufual, went 
out to fearch for him, and found his friend in this fad 
difl:refs; " o', faid the crow,that you h~d hearkened to 
my advice! What will you do ?" I muft be killed, 
returned the deer, for I cannot get out. If you will 
hearken to me, faid the crow, you may yet efcape 1 

Yonder comes the owner of the rice, who laid the 
fnare for you; you muft feign yourfelf quite dead; 
and I will alight on your head, as though I were pick­
ing your eyes : the man feeing a dead deer will open 
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his net caTelefsly, and you may then flee for your lif'e. 
The deer did fo, and efcaped, 

FABLE II, 

Tlie value of good counfel. 

A number of yomig doves, perched on a tree, dif .. 
covered, at fome diftance, a quantity of food, which 

--a fowler had put there for a fn~re ;_ they were all about 
to alight, and eat it; but an o1d dove called to them_, 
-and fa.id, Do not go near that place, fome mifchief 
will befal you, ·the appearance o(.the food is quite fuf­
p1c1ous. The young folks were a little deterred by thi$ 
counfel, till one of them faid, the old dove only wa"nted 
it for herfelf, there was no danger; and if none of the 
reft went, he was determined not to lofe his fhare, 
He inftantly alighted, and all the reft fhllowecf him, 
except the old one; and prefent1y they were all en­
tangled in a net; The old dove flew to their affiftance, 
and told them not -to flutter about as they did, on,e pu,l• 
ling one way, and another another, but all to·flee uria'"' 
nimouily to one part of th~ net, They did: ·fo, and 
raifed up the net, and flew away with it till their 
:fhength was exhaufted, and they fell down in the field. 
Here they began to bewail their condition, and to fay 
that the counfel of the old dove wa5 of no ufe to them 
in their diftref:;, as they were all frill in the net. The 
old dove prefently came up, and told them to wait a 
little with patience, for, fays fhe, there lives in this 
neighborhood an old friend of mine, and if he be at 
home he will foon fet you all free. The dove having 
comforted them, flew away, and prefently returnf;!d 
1Vith an old rat, who gnawed the ne~, ll,nd foon fet them 
~.11 at liberty. 

FABLE 





look upon themfelves as liable to become hog,;, dog~, 
cows, or jackalls, according to their merits or demerit~. 
I had a very atte~tive congregat~~n, co~fi:lling of fome­
thing more than one hundred hearers, and both the old 
man who wouM not fell his Koran, and JAGGERNAUT, 
who had been ick, were pre Cent.. • • 

uGod•is no refpecl-er of perfans," &c. I begun,my 
:difcourfe .here. Perhaps there are.few ~exts w4ich run 
Jo directly contrary to the generally received notions both 
:of Hindoos and Mahomedans-: Bu~, without taking any 
notice of their notions, I dwelt.on this. a!fertion, " God 
is no refpeel:er of perfons ;," ·h~nce the poor as ,v~li ~s 
lhe ri~h; the ignorant as well as the wife and learn~.d...:., 
·the black, as the white~the fe~ant as well as h1s 
1nafter-the Hiudoo as weH as.· tbe Englifuman-the 
~iahomedan as .well as the H1ndoo-nay, in every 
cbuntry et he that feareth God and worketh rigbteo~fnefs 
is=accepted with him." Peace by JEsus Caa1s~ o~iy 
;__the mighty deeds and miracles .he wrought~his 
~itne:ff'es-prophecies of him-his being appointed to 
judge the Hmdo9s, Mahomedans, and all men-and 
fa:Jvation to every one who believeth in him-were fub­
jecl:s on which I principally touched: and next Lord's .. 
day I expect a larger congregation, as the fubjecl: to be 
treated upon is, What fua!l I do to be faved? 

TheHindooShajltrsmake God arefpecl:er of perfons, 
mafmuch as rio other nation under heaven can partake 
of t1feir fhafrers, or be of their religion, which admits 
of no prof elites, fo that if I wifued to become a Hindoo, 
and could give all the wealth oflndia, I muft be utterly 
rejec!ed; and in this, their religion (if it be, worthy of/ 
fo {erious a name) differs from every other, 

January 



January 2,6. 

My heart ache:; jufl: now with a cafe which is full of 
,tuman mifery. • f will tell you the whole of it. A fev, 
_days ago, a young woman came to my door, who com­
plained of being very ill. She had come twelve or 
fourteen miles, by degrees, from the city of Dinagepour, 
to aflc relief of rrie. I faw her bloated in the face and 
',hands, as though fhe had that fort of dropfy called 
:A nafarca. I underfl:ood fhe· had a fever, with a· variety 
,of other difeafos and pains. She alfo told me that ihe 
J1aa 

1
iiothing to ea,f, and no home .to go to. I gave, her 

what fhe wanted, and, in two or three days ihe feemed 
much better. About three days ago, I was riding out, 
and fhe ,called to me, and feemed in a more languiihing 
·way th::m before. r found her houfe, or hut, was too 
c~ld, and I rpde i:i,p to ~nothe~, where a crippled mu:/ful­
man and ~Uhi~ flinily are living on what little they get 
,from me : l pegged them to let this poor creature come 

,_in to fleep_, as.· the nights are cold; but they faid, no, 
fhe was- not_ i • Mahomedan ; and if fhe came in they 
~u{fturn out. , • I thought fhe had been a Mahomedan, 
ind I rode back and a{kecl her, Are you a Mahomedan? 
No. AHindoo? No. Whatareyouthen? Iam(faid 
pie with -inexpreffible angu_ifh) the child of a common 
proftitutc. I now pitied her more than ever, knowing 
.that no native of.this country wo~ld pity or relieve her,~ 
in her complicated diihefs, becaufe ihe was. of 110 cajl. 
I' the1:1 told the family that her diftref,; was the greateft, 
and iliey muft remove into fome of the more difl:ant 
bOl;fes, and fhe muft be admitted immediately, as the day 
was far gone; fo they parted off one end of the houfe, 
and let her come i'n; bud found {he could not rife, and 
on eriquiry learnt that ihe had dreadful fares of a vene­
'real kind, which {he had too 1nuch modefty left to 
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mention. I got her removed, an<! (ent her a coat'(e 
cloth; and as ihe was of no caft, fue gladly partook of 
food which was dre!fed by us : fo I fent her fome fowl 
and chicken broth, and Mrs. TnoM:As and Mrs. CAREY 

vi:£ted her, and acquainted me inore ·p-articularly with i1er 
fltuation-The evening before the la.ft fbe co111plai11ed of 
cold, and I fent her fome warm broth; aitd a pcrfon to 
make her a fire; I thought fue could hardly furviye the 
night, and the firft word I heard the next mornii1g was, 
the poor woman is dead. My whole body and 111ind 
are affelted with her miferies, and thefe were temporary 
-Alas! where is her poor foul? Why, I dare fay, in 
a far more tolerable :flate than mine ,vould be, i{I de 4 

parted this moment and had no CHRIST! 

Yefl:erday morning I called a l\faho~nedan fervanf, 
:i.n.d told him this poor woman tnuft be:buried, and i 
committed the burial to him, and told biin I ,vould pay 
whatever charges were neceffary: he faid, Very weU', 
and went out; but foon returned, faying, that no Muiful 4 

man would bury her, becaufe fbe was not of their 
religion. I then fent him out among the loweft of the 
Hindoos, and they alfo refufed. At laft one man who(e 
office is fomething like a nightman' sin England, under:. 
took it, on condition of being well paid for it; but in 
a little time this fame man came back, refufihg to dig a 
zra·ve for her; for ifhe did, he faid, nobody would eat 
or drink with him, and (low as it was) he fbould lofe 
his caft. He wanted to have her thrown into a pond 
juft by, or into the next :field where the jackalls might 
devour her in the night: however, at !aft I prevailed; a 
grave was dug, and fbe was buried, and I find I have 
fecured the man his cail:; but had it been an European, 
unacquainted with the cuftoms and manners of this 
people, the body muft have remained where it was .. and 
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"being in a houfe, the _jackal ls would not foon have de­
voured it, anrl the moft ferious confequence5 to otheu 
might have enfued. Finally, blclfed be God for the 
gofpcl, for were I to appear before God and be ju<lged 
according to my condutl: towards this poor woman. 
though I had fome compaffi.on on her, yet, were I to 
-fland or fall by this, I find I fhould be everlaftingly 
~ondemned by that law" Thou fhalt love thy neighbour 
as th_yfeif." I feel alfo ho,v right and reafonable it is. 
that I fhould do fo; and what a horrible wickednefa it 
is not to love anotner even as I love myfelf; but dail_v 
experience teaches me what a wretched righteoufoef:. 
theirs is who have nothing but their own heft perform­
y.nce., to look to fo~ ju!l:ification, 

Do not fend men of any compa:ffi.on here, for you 
will break.. their hearts. Do fend men full of c::>mpai:lion 
here, where many perifh with cold, many for lack of 
bread, and millions for lack of knowledge. This countr,1 
abounds with mifery. Laft W ednefda y a poor widow, 
whofe h~iliand had been dead about ten months, brought 
to my door th!! infant of which ihe had been delivered 
that night, and but a few hours before ihe brought it; de­
fifing that I would take it in ru\d bring it up, 

In England the poorrecclve the benefit of the gofpel, 
in being fed and clothed by thofe who k..nownot by what 
they are move4, For wheq the gofpel is generally 
;icknowledged in a land, it puts fame to fear, and other» 
to {ha11)e, fo that to relieve their own fmart, they provide 
for the poor: but here 1 0 ~iferable fight! I have found 
the path-way ftopped up by :G.ck aqd wounded people. 
perifuing with hunger, and that in a populous neighbor­
hood, where numbers pafa by~ fame finging, others 
talking, but none fhewing mercy; as though they were. 
dying weeds, and not dying men, 



There is fuch a f weetnefs and bleifednefs in relieving 
the miferable, cfpecially to thofe who have been accuf• 
tomcd to feel diftreffes of their own, that I wonder at 
any man's denying himfelf this pleafure, who is able to 
give. \\-:-hat a luxury it is (and my eyes are full offweet 
tears while I write it) i:o fee poor helplefs creatures who 
come to your door; defpair half fills their countenance~, 
and their bodies feem half dead-relieve them-and O; 
behold their dead bodies fpring into motion : down to 
the earth they fall in a moment, overjoyed with your 
~inall donation-again they look np at you with tears of 
joy, and then look in their hands again for fear itihould' 
all be a dream.· I fay this is luxury, and the moft 
luxurious pleafure I have tafted here, except only '' the· 
exceeding riches of the grace of God to us in CHRIST 

JEsus; who, though he was rich, for our fakes l;>ecame 
poor."-0 bleffed JEsus! 

I want to tell. you about our faccefsful labors-of 
fouls converted hy thoufands; but it may be feven 
years. and feven to that, before you hear of what you 
cxpeci. ,vhen JosEPH was fe11:tofGod to fave rnillions, 
it was feven years before one: foul'wii.s • faved by his 
miffion, and then they were faved by· millions.· I go 
on this dav with as much pleafure in. my. labors, as 
£hough I h;d had ever fo much f q.ccefs·, ai;id cari'.-:fing 

" Sweet is the work, my Gdd, tny King." 

I would give a million pounds fterling, if I had it, 
to fee a BENG~L BIBLE. 0 moft 1n,ercifu(Gocl., what 
an ineftimable bleffing will it be to· thefe millions! The, 
angels of heaven will look down, upon it to fill their 
mouths with new praif~s and adorations. Methinks all 
heaycn and hell will be moved at a bible's.enteri1;1g fuel}. 

a. country 



a country as this. 0 Lord! fend forth thy light an4 

thy truth. 

Laft Lord' s-'day evening I tranfiated that hymn, 
" Come ye (inners, poor and wretched," &c. and it is 
getting ll;P for next Lord's-day, to be fungi~ the Eng­
lifh way. I think brother CAREY will be here, and it 
will fct his- heart a fire again. . • 

The great thing.in a Mi:ffionary, for his own comfort 
and ufefulnefs, is to be like a dead man to the world, 
and to engage in nothing, however trivial, without con­
ver'fing with God. This will prevent hiin from follow­
ing after vain things which cannot profit, and put an 
"increafe of bitternefa in that which is evil, and a greater 
fweetnefs in'doing good. I am going to read the life of 
DAVID BRAINERD, that I may tread in his fteps, as he 
trod in CHil.IsT's-O what a Miffionary was HE! Poor 
BRAINERD is vanifhed in an inftant; but every miffion­
ary of CHRIST fhould excel in felf-denial and compaf­
fion for fouls-he fhould be cut out in body and foul for 
Jabor-in fine, a miffionary ihould be a living reprefen­
tati.ve of the low1y, lovely JEsus. 

You muit not be difcouraged, nor the Society; God 
has not fent us here for nothing. You will be pleafed 
to hear that a Bramin at Bafattipara, after my preach­
_ing, of his own accord defired to have a book, that he 
might read to the people, which rejoiced my heart; be 
comes four miles to hear me every Lord's-day, and I 
go to his village, which is populous, to preach on Fri­
day afternoons. In due time I hope we fhall be able to 
give the Society much more pleafure than we can now. 
Prcfent my love to Mrs. F. and to all the brethren, ef­
pccially to thofc who thi!lk of goirip; out on j\fiffions; 

Q q and 



[ ~94 ] 

and more erpecially to thofe who ate. inclined to come 
hither. \Ve want more hand::1, 

Yours, &c.· 

,MoJpaul. Feb. 6, 1796. 

"'Hr. THOMAS to Mr.· P---:, Birmingham. 

WE have ~eafon to praife God for fome appearance 
of the power and etfeas of his word on' fome of onr 
bearers; but it feems more like the moving of" the fpirit 
t>n the face of the waters, than like the particular acts of 
creation. 

My Pundit aflrs queftions, fueds tears, and requires 
parts of the fcrjpture of us: brother CAREY ha~ another 
or two, and fome people have fent us a hopeful letter 
from Dinagepour; fo that they are not totally indifferent 
about the gofpel, although they have only heard the 
converfation of MoRuN CRUND. And the Lord has 
appeared to anfwer the-prayers-of brethren in England, 
and...remembered his former mercies in gracious revi­
vau;; fo that, for my part, I, who but a little while ago 
feared to ftand up and fpeak to the natives, now long to 
be thus employed, and fay I will fpeak that'! may be 
refreihed; and inftead of preaching as out of a pump, 
I fpeak of the ovedlowings of my heart; and my con­
gregation increafes; and on the Lord's-day we fee the· 
natives coming acrofs the fields from all parts to hear 
the word of God; and yefterday, at the market, which 
JS held twice a week under a great tree near my houfe, 
many firangers aiked if I ihould preach next Lord's-day 1 

profe:ffing their defire to come and hear me. I intend 
preaching to them to-morrow from Prov. i. :zz, z3. 

and 
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:i.nd I long for the time to make hafl:e-Two tranfia;. 
ting affif.:anb1 are jufl: come in, and I muft take leave; 
but let me ju!l fay this great, but not noify part of our 
labors, I have fet 1ny whole heart upon-much of the 
holy fcriptures is already intelligible to the inhabitants 
of this country. 0 that this light may not- go out, and 
that we may by no m~ans • quench or ,grieve him wh4? 
comforts our hearts and il:rengthens and enliven. m~r 
}lopes and expectations. I can no more doubt that the 
Lord will blefs out miffion now, than I can doubt of the 
rifing of the fun again. 

I have been refrefhed by your letters, and thofe d 
the Society, and I was particularly affected with their 
zeal for the profperity of the rniffion, olended with that 
muderation, refpecting our peculiar circumfrances and 
fituiltion; which more than ever endeared them to my 
heart; but above all, my foul is fatisfied as with marrow 
and fatnefs, a:t the patience and goodnefs of God to me; 
as' it fparkles in the text I juft mentioned, it is marvel­
lous and inexpreffibly admirable. " Whom have I 
in heaven but thee," &c. is as eafy and clear to utter 
now, as, " God be merciful to me, a finner." But I 
have n;ed keep a watchful and jealous eye over this 
groping heart of mine, which has betrayed me a thoufand 
times, feft it agai.n deceive me. I will truft it no more; 
but my eye i~ gone up into the highe1i h~vens ...... to him 
who c01npaffes me . round about. I could write a 
volume ; but this will be enough to encourage your 
prayers for us, and for the poor Hindoos, and to put a 
little nielody into your praifes alfo~" Praife ye the 
Lord." 

I am now in my ftudy, and O! it is a f;,veet plac~~ 
~f~a~fe of the preience of God with the vileft of men. 

Q q " I; 



It is at the top of the houfe; I have but one window i11 
it, out of which I can fee near fifty villages, all within 
three miles, and above half of them witl}.in • a mile of 
me. I fpend moil: of the day here now, and go up to, 
it as though I were going up to the houfe of God-to 
the gate of heaven. 0 that thefe mercies to the mean.:. 
eft of my mailer's fervants, m.ay be a token for good, 
that the Lord is coming to reveal his arm to this people, 
and to fued marvellous light and life on thofe who fit in 
darknefs and the fuadow of death! Amen. 

}rfarch 6. 

I am juil returned from Bafattipara, a populous 
village four miles from thi_s place, where I have been to 
open a weekly leclure, and from whence fome come to 
hear me every Lord's-day at 1'i1oypaul. I had about 
two h~dred clofe lifteners-pray fo~ us-love to all the 
br~thren, efpecially thofe who fet their faces toward 
Bengal. 

Mr. THOMAS to Dr. R--, Brijio!. 

111.arch 8. 

I HA VE juil: been talking to fixty or feventy of the 
native:; of this country, about the power and glory of 
our Lord JEsus CHRIST, in deanfi.ng the leper and the 
Centurion's fervant. I came among them very fpirit­
lefs; but when I left them I felt like one that had bc,en 
anointed with fre-!h oil. It was a fweet feafon, in 
which the ftrength of CHRIST feemed exerted and fuewn 
in a time of much weaknefs. A Pundit, who is very 
inqui:fitive, firft of all read the eighth chapter of MAT-

THEW; 
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THEW; after thi1:1 I faid a few words, intending it as a 
general preface; but was led away into the heart of my 
fubjecl: ere I was aware-I paufed, and we fung an 
hymn, then ·prayed, and refumed my difcourfe---then 
prayed and fang again, and again continued my dif.:. 
courfe. This will perhaps appear very fmgular, unlefs 
!farther explain myfelf. The preface (s always deli4 
vered in confideration of fome among the number who 
neve~ heard before, and who are fore to reply to what 
you fay, and afk queftions in the mid ft of your dif courf e. 
unlefs they are expreffiy defired not to do fo ;· and 
befi.des thi!>, there are truths already ftated and known 
to thofe who hear the gofpel ftatedly, with which the 
new-comers being totally unacquainted, are fo much 
the more in danger of mifapprehending my meaning. 

The people at both our factories :fing as they ~·ork 
" Kee aroo," &c. viz. " Who befi.des can recover 
us ?'' and fome few appear to be under very ferious 
impreffions. A number of very creditable Mahomedans 
paid brother CAREY a vi:fit lately, on purpofe to hear 
the gofpel. Another meif enger came to him from a 
village,_ in the neighborhood of which are feveral thou4 
fands, defirous of hearing the gofpel; and I had fome 
fow coine to-day from confi~erable diftances, though 
the weathe_r was very rough and threatning. We have 
both been encouraged and animated feniibly and 
vi:fibly by thefe things; though we have ftill fears and 
diftre:ff'es, if Yv'e enquire " to whom, in particular, 
is the arm of the Lord revealed?" I truft God -«>ill 
appear at la:fl:: the devices of the heathen are as nothing 
before him, and every difficulty under which we no.w 
labor will fly anon, aa chaff 'before the hu:rricane~ 



I am exceedingly deiirous, my dear fir, of hearing 
frolll you, for I find by experience that the letters of 
our holy brethren do wonderfully refreih 011r fouls, and 
wa.rin ou.r breafts. This is lnit a dry and c;:old climate 
for the foul, though for the moft pa.rt. hot enough for the 
body. Your letters bring news from _a far country--­
yes, news, for if a brother write thatJ&sus CHRIST was 
crucified, this is news, although known before ; and 
other truths, equally well known and received, in -com­
munications of love, are, by the bleffing of h_im that 
" hearkens a.nd keeps .a book of remembrance," made 
peculiar! y awful, in:ftruct:ive, awakening., and animating_. 
Is it not fo in natural affection, as well as fpiritual, that 
if a fun receive a. letter from his father, though it .contain 
no new information, yet it fills the breail: with new joy, 
new thoughts of filial love, and new defires to pleafe? 

0 that you would think of us as a father thinks of 
his cb.ildren, and give us that countel. and. token of re­
membrance, which I am· perfuaded would realize all 
this, and much more. Adieu, my dearly beloved :fir! 
may the· gl~ry of our Lord JEsus CHRIST be continued 
to be unfolded to you, to fill your heart and move your 
lips to the ho~our of Qocf, and the falvation of foul;;. 
Accept my poor expreffion of l,ove, and mention me in 
Jove to Mr. H-_ --, and all my brethren the ftu­
!1-ents; but ESl'EciALLY to thofe who fet their face~ 
!Ow.a~ru; Bengal. 

J. T~ 
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being difcouraged; and fuould I never fucceed, yet, 
I am refolved in the ftrength of the Lord JEsus: to !in~ 
and die pe'l'fifting in this work, and never to give it up 
but with my liberty or life. The ,,rnrth of fouls, the 
pleafure of the work itfelf, and above _all, the increafe of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, are with me motives fµffi­
cient, and more than fuffident to determine me to die 
in the work I have undertaken. 

We have regular worfuip now every day. I preach 
twice on the Lord's-day, and once on every other day 
to the nati,res, and have very' frequent opportunities of 
conver:fing with them concerning the word of God. I 
find it eaf y to confound their arguments, but their 
hearts ftill remain the fame. ·when fpeaking to them 
of the death of Cax1sT, I frequently fay, ' Now 
fuppofe your {hafters to be true, ~bat fecurity can 
you find in them for a :finner's efcape from eternal 
wrath? What provifion for fancl:ifying his foul? You 
talk of nine incarnations of God paft, and one to come, 
but what were they for? the utmoft, to kill a tyrant, or 
a giant, or to refrore the earth when drowned in a 
deluge; but what has all this to do with your falvitfon, 
or deliverance from fin?' 

Refpecl:ing their Debtas, or demi-gods, which are 
innumerable, I often fpeak after this manner, ' Suppofe 
thefe things ex.ift, you acknowl;dge them ~11 • to be in­
ferior to God; yet you fear them more than him-but 
why? if they are pleafed, what will it avail if he he 
angry ; and if he be for you, what 

0

can they do againft 
you?' 

The fears, quarrels, lufts, &c. of thefe debtas alfo, 
a. recorded in their fuafters, furnifu arguments again{! 

them 
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them which I find lmportant to ufe; but my great wea~ 
pon is and fhall be '' J Esus Cmr.1 ST, and him crucified.•' 
-My congregation is now affembled at feven o'clock_ 
in the morning, and I mufl: leave off: my fincereft love 
to all the mini il:ers, and to all the congreg~tiona of the 
Lord JEsus CHRIST, • 

Yaun, &c. 

W. C. 

Mr. T--, to tbe Society. 

Malda, _4pril zs. 
l 

IN January Jail: I had the 1".lleafure of reading your 
kind letter to brother CAREY and myfdf, dated April 
7;,/ I 795, for which we have much reafon to blefs God> 
and blefs and thank you all. You are very dear to us~ 
and your councils of love :exceedingly welcome to our 
hearts; and I hope efficacious in ilreng;thening our 
hands. • 

,v e have been difappointed in not yet receiving any 
of the goods whi~h you fent out for us, except the firft 
remittance of fifty pounds. 

We entertained the fame thoughts and f~ars 'o11 our 
entering into trade, which you hav~ fo kindly 
expre1fed to us; and we think, more than ever, that 
miffionar~es had need to be dead indeed to this prefent 
·world. GettiQg of money we are quite ihangers to, 
)lot having gained one fhilling yGt, above nece:1faries; 
and the thoughts of ever enriching ourfelves, or our 
families, is far from us. On our arrival in this country 
we both fuffcred __ many ftraits, fears, and r1:proaches, on 

• R r the 



the fcorc of temporal things; but the Lord quickly, 
wonderfully, and unexpeltedly opened a door to us for 
providing for our families, and perhaps for many 
others. We thought upon the whole that it was quite 
right in itfelf to enter upon our prefent undertaking, and 
that the Society would be pleafed to hear of it, 

We are both ~'ery thankful for the refolution of the 
Society in our behalf, in ca.fe we fuould requeft them 
to fupply us again with money•. We refigned our 
falary whiHl: yet poor, not, with the leaft idea of be­
coming independent of the Society, but to enable it to 
extend its benevolent exertions in other parts of the 
wor1d. 

And, 0 that God rq,ay yet caufe his face to {hine 
upon us and blefs us; that his way may be known 
upop the earth .. and_his faving health among all natiom, ! 
May we frill be more than ever remembered in your 
prayers, that we may be," kept from the evil," and 
ao good. I refer you to brother CAREY'S letter for all 
ether particulars, and am 1 

Yours, &c. 

J. T. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. F-, Kettering. 

Mudnabatty, June 17, 1796. 

A FEW days ago I received your's and brother 
PEAB.CE's of Auguft laft, which gave me very great 
pleafure; and could I po:ffibl y give 3ou reciprocal fa­
tisfall:ion by relating the foccefs of the gofpel with us, 
my heart would rejoice; but on the contrary we have 
to lament that appearances are more againft us than 

ft" See No, II, p. 97, Refolution z, 
they 
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we know to the contrary, wholly dependant upon tbe 
Society for fupport, that another hundred pound, be 
added to the remittance. 

IL 'fhc committee are of opinion, that it will an• 
fwer a better purpofe if fome Jelecl parts of tbe facred 
fcriptmes be firfr tranfiated and publiih.ed, than to wait 
for the completion of the whole; and that it be recom­
mended to our brethren to pay their earliefl: attention to 
the following parts in particular-

I • The book of Genefis, and the £rft twenty chap­
ten, of Exodus. 

~. Such predictions in the Pfahns and Prophets, to 
which the moil: frequent and obvious allufions 
are made in the New Teftament. 

3. The whole of the New Teftament. 

lII. The committee do mofr cordially approve of 
the zeal;•diligence, and perfe,•erance of our-brethren in 
the concerns , of t~e mi.ffion; ::md gratefully rejoice in 
the encouraging prof pelt of fuccefs with which their 
efforts have bee;:n attended. 

IV. That another miffion through Cornwall be 
undertak~n this fummer-that brethren STEADMAN and 

' FRANKLIN be reque:fl:ed to undertake it, and that brother 
Roow A Y, who has lately been fratio~ed in that county, 
be requeiled to conti1iue in his prefent :fituation, till the 
above brethren return from their excurfion "'. 

• On account of ill health, brother Roow AY was not able to re­
alize the with of the Committee ; but was obliged to quit his fiation at 

_ an earlier p~rio~: we have the fatisfaElion, however, of hearing that lince 
b~-i •remtval the fta.tc of his health is muth mended, 

V. That 
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V. That the condnll: ofl\fr. G~rGGin Ajt-ica, has 
rendered him unfit for the fervice of the Society any 
longer; the Society will hmvever defray the expence 
attending his return to England, or his paffage to 
America; . but in cafe he refufe to quit his ftation, that 
his falary be difcontinued •. 

EXCJ'RAC'l'S 
OF 

L E T T E R S, 
FROM THE MISSIONARIES IN INDIA, 

From September 2, 1796, to January 2, 1797. 

Mr. THOMAS to Mr. F-, Kettering. 

Moypauldiggy, Sept. '.Z, 1796. 

BROTHER CAREY has fome hearers under great 
eoncem, on one of whom, a poor laborer, he thinks the 
word of God has taken effect. I have alfo two or three, 
of whom I ihould think more hopefully, perhaps, if pail: 
experience did not check me. One is a blind brarhin, 
who came, about fix months ago, for medicines for his 
eyes, which however were then quite loft. He lives 

• Several letters have been written to Mr. GRIGG, exprcffing our 
ideas of his condua. The la!l: was font from the Society in Feb. 1797, 
full of earneli: and tender expotl:ulation, entreating him to return home, 
and alforing him that we would not receive him as an enemy but as a 

brother. J uft before the arriv~l of this letter, as we hav1: fince learned, 
ht fet fa:} for A~fl:RICA. 

in 



in a Moypaul hut, he hears the word confl:antly, and 
fays that he prays to JEsus CHRtsT, night and day. 
When I have been abfent a Lord's day, and preached 
clfewhere, he comes on my return, and profeffes 
regret at not hearing the word of God that day. On a 
week day, having fome clofe converfation with him, he 
faid, among other things, " I am the fervant of JEsus. 
CHRIST, in my heart!" But, faid I, " If J&sus CHRIST 

were to come and touch your dinner, you would throw 
it all a~ay directly, and refufe to eat a morfel more! 
What (I added} would you think now, if I were going 
from home, and bid a fervant let off fuch a vat of indigo 
within half an hour, telling him that if he fhould forget 
it, or by any means let it fl:eep longer, it would be all 
fpoiled; I warn him, repeat it, intreat him to take care, 
and take leave: after a long time, I return and find this 
vat frill fl:eeping, and of courfe utterly loft. I call 
this fervant, and fay, How is it that you have not done 
as I faid? he anf wer~, 0 :fir, it was in my heart to do it; 
I, am a faithful fervant to you in my heart, therefore 
you will excufe the outward acl:.--Bramin, JEsus 
CmtrsT declares plainly that many will fay to him in 
the great day, LoRD l LoRD ! but not thefe, and only 
thofe ,vho do the wiU of God, fhall enter into the king­
dom ofheaven. HE fays, Except a man hate all, for-

. fake all, and follow me, he cannot be 1ny difciple." 
lie went away dejecled, and frill makes enquiric.,; 
but the great deep, I fear, is not broken up. 

The other two appear more deeply concerned at 
prefent, and are both nfahometans. One of them, 
whofe name is YARDEE, often a-flcs Mr. PowELL, me, 
and my little daughter how fuch an one as he is can be 
faved ? acknowledges that he is " a poor ignorant fin­
ner ," and fap he is greatly difturbed: he and the 

other 
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ot'her Mahometan are eafi.ly to be known in our £1:ated 
times of worihip from all the reft, by their uncommon 
ferioufnefs. Thefe enquirers comfort our fpiriti,, and 
animate our depreffed hopes. • 

Brother CAREY labors moil: abundantly at the tranf~· 
lation, and increafes gre'atly in the knowledge of the 
language. 

I find my being in bufinefa very ufeful, in learning 
much more of the common phraf es and vulgar tongue 
than I fhould have otherwife done, and am better able 
to addrefs the common people intelligibly, au<l • to ufe 
plain figures which every body knows. 

lntreat the brethren earneil:ly to continue in prayer 
and interceffion for us ; for their prayers are mingled 
by their faithful and merciful high prieft above, with 
much incenfe, and, though not immediately anfwered 
to their views, are never once forgotten before God, 
but had in continual remembrance, ancl will be brought 
forth at laft; for he, that " puts their tears into hi~ 
bottle," numbers up every petition alfo ; therefore 
there is no reafon to dcfpair, but to continue" praying· 
always, ,vith all prayer-with all perfeverance." • 

Yours, &e. 

J. T. 

IA S,,t4i1F te• 

Mr. FouNTAIN, to Mr. F-, Kettering. 

}rfudnabatty, Nov. 8, I 796. 

HAVING obtained help of God, I continue to 
this day, a living witnefs to his power, faithfulnefs, and 

goodnefs, 
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gooclnc(s, which are all pledged for the proteclion of 
his children; and I now enjoy what, during my pa.f­
fage I was deprived of, viz. The communion of faints. 

After fraying a week at Madeira, .we failed thence 
on the 2,6th of May; after which I had a good deal of 
fea ficknefs, but got well before we came to the Cape of 
Good Hope. W.e croifed the equator on the 17th of 
June; and on the 22d of July we paifed the Cape, in 
36 degrees fouth latitude-. We had pleafant weather 
till we got beyond Madagafcar, after which we had 
a fortnight's perpetual rolling with a very heavy fea, and 
frequent hail ftorms; hut the wind was brilk, and favored. 
us all the time, fo that we generally went feven or eight 
knots an hour, till we came to 1 oo degrees eaft longitude. 
We repafr the equator on the 2,nd of September, and 
on the 5th entered the Bay of Bengal, where.we were 
baffled about by contrary winds feveral days; but on 
~he .16th, fafely arrived at Diamond Harbor-. 

We loft but one man during out paffage; he caught 
cold in the bad weather. The evening befo_re he died, 
one of the mates requefl:ed me to go· down into the 
forecaftle, and fpeak to him. I did fo, but he was 
incapable of giving any attention. After procuring 
filence, I prayed over hirrt; he died in the night: 
N ~xt morning the captain fent his compliments to me, 
wifhing me to come upon deck~ and (as. he called it) 
read prayers over hill); I went, and fpoke to them of 
the ihortnefs of life-the certainty of death-the aw­
fulnefs of dying in fin-the neceffity of a preparednefa 
for eternity-and of an intcrefi: in Jssus CHRIST, a, 
the only preparative for another world : after which I 
prayed. There was fornewhat of an apparent folem• 
nit,r~ and lefa fwearing _for a day or fjVO: but-you, fir, 

Sf have 
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have been abundantly taught, that nothing fhort ol 
ahnight_v power, can make any Jailing, or any good 
imprc11ion on the heart of man.. I never was afked to 
preach, as I fuppofed I might, when I wrote you lafl; 
but I blefs God that he enabled me to bear a pracl:ical 
teil:imony againft their filthy converfation, and ungodty 
deeds. I often wifued for thofe fcafons of wor!hip 
which bretbren CAREY and THOMAS mentioned in fame 
of their firft letters, as having enjoyed on their paffage; 
or that I were in the Otaheitan Miffion Ship, where 

.. Each man and mariner on board, 
" The willing heralds of the Lord, 

" ,v erc fraught with fruits of grace." 

But, I truft I was not without the prefen~e of him, 
~ith whom to hold communion, makes one comfort­
able in any place. I never repented of my undertak­
ing., but al way;; felt a prevailing defire that it 1night be 
for the glory of God in the furtherance of the gofpcl. 

I would not have faid fo much relative to my p\1-f­
fage, had I not fuppofed it might be fomewhat intereft­
ing to you; for I have ahnoft forgotten all :fince my 
arrival, in the enjoyment of brethren· CAREY ancl­
TaoMAS, 

After laying two days at Diamond Harbor, feventy 
miles from Culcutta, (the £hip not being likel_r, to get 
up in lefs than twelve or fourteen days, on account of 
the amazing rapidity and force of the current againil: 
her) I took a Ponfowah, and went up to town.· Here 
I was (as it were) i11 a new world. Many fcores of 
:People ftood at the Old-Fort, where I went 011 {hore; 
they immediately furrounded me, .and in their language 
afked me whether I wanted a Palanqueen? where: I 

wanted 
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wanted to go? &c. tLII they almo:£1: :£1:unned me; for I 
could not undcrfhnd a word ; but at !aft I got a man, 
who underll:ood fome Englifh, to condult me to Mr. 
'.r--'s. From him I went to Mr. B--, to 
whom alfo I had a letter from dear Mr. NEWTON'; 

Mr. U-- happened to be there. I was backward:. 
and forwards ·.at ·his houfe three or four days, and he 
procured me a Portuguefc fervant, who could fpeak 
Englifu, to attend me to Mudnabatty. Mr. U-­
behaved very kind to me. He appears one of the moil 
amiable chriftians I ever beheld ; and the n;1ore I hear 
of him from Mr. CAREY, the more I aciinire his cha­
racl:er. 

AfteJ getting a boat at Calcutta, and other necef­
fary things, I left it on the :z4th of September, and 
arrived at 11fudnabatty on the r oth of Oltober. Bro­
ther CAREY moft kindly received me.- When I en­
tered, his Pundit ftood by him teaching him Shanfcrit. 
}le labors' in the tranflation of the fcriptur-es, and has. 
nearly finifued the New Teftament, being fomewhere 
4bout the middle of Revelations. He keeps the gra 1.d 
end in view which fi.rft induced him to leave his coun­
try, and thofe chriftian friends he frill dearly loves. 
He reads a chapter, and exponnds every morning to 
twelve or :fixte'en perfons. On a SabbMh morning he 
alfo expounds, and preaches twice in the day be!ides, 
to forty or fifty perfons; after which he often goes into 
fome village in. the evening. In the interval of preach­
ing to the natives, we have worlbip in Engli{h. He 
indeed appears to be the characl:er he defcribes in hie; 
publication, where he fays, " A chriH:ian miniiter is a 
" perfon, who, in a peculiar fenfe, is not his own; he 
" is the fervant of God; and therefore ought to be 
" wholly devoted to him•.'; 

'-' Sec CAu:y's Enquiry, &c. p. i=• 

sf i Broth:-, 
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trot~er THOMAS is alfo lively in the work, and the, 
Lord, we truft, is bleffing his labors : ,two or three na .. 
ti ve& there are ur1det great concern about their fouls, 
They meet together every day for prayer, and 1\{r. 
THOMAS dailyinftructs them in the fcri.ptures. He has 
a very large congregation twice on a Sabbath-day : he 
alfo preaches in the adjacent villages twl> or three 
times. There is the \ltmofl: cordiality, friendihip, and 
union fubfi.fting between him and. brother CAREY. On,e • 
f pirit indeed fee ms to acmate both in the concerns of 
the mi.ifio n. 

After I had been four days at Mudnabatty, brothet 
C.!.REY went with m,e to 111.u;-pauldiggy, where I fpent 
more than a fortnight in a very agreeable manner. 
Mr. PowELL, a relation of Mr. TaoMAs's, who If~ 
been baptized by brother CAREY, is a, very pious worthy 
young man; I love him much. I returned home 
again (for fo I call thi., place) a few days ago; and am 
now under the tuition of brother CAREY's moonfuee, 
learning the Bengal language. I long to be able to 
fpeak, that I may jreach among thefe poor Gentil~s, 
the 1tnfearchable riches of CHRIST. 

When you write, communicate all the religioqs in-:, 
formation you can, and fend the Eva.ngelical Mag~zine. 
to each of us. The good people at Maida are much 
pleafed with it. I lent 1ny volumes before I got tq 
_Y.udnabatty, to a piou,s gentleman I met at Nuddea. 

Intending to fend a letter to the Society, I ihaB not 
enlarge here. Give my kind love to all the minifters 
I met at Kettering. May the Lord blefi; them all. 
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Mud11abatty ( B1ngal), No-v. 1 I , 1 796. 

TO THE PARTlCtJLAR BAPTIST SOCIET.Y 
FOR 

Propagatfog the Gofpel- among the Heathen. 
I 

MY DEARLY BELOVED 13RETHREJ.1, 

THOUGH I never had the happinefs of being 
perfonally acquainted with many of you, yet, being 
fent hither, at your expence, I confider myfelf as your 
fervaht for JEsu's fake; and to be under your direc,.. 
tion, and the enjoyment of your approbation, is what 
I fhall ever delight in, next to the approbation of my 
c9n(dence, and the frniles of heaven. Therefore { 
ihall always Write to you with free,dom, and requeit 
yo~ will do the fame by me,. 

Bleffed be the Lor,d, who firfl: put it into your hearts 
to devifo meani f9~ propagating the gofpel among the 
J[eathen. 

" Go on a.nd profper, for fuccc,fs is fore!" 

It was certainly an high honor conferred upon you 
by God, that you fuould wipe away the reproach of 
your ungrateful country, who in return for all the rich 
exports of the Eail:, had1 for more than a century, im­
ported nothing fcarcely but vice and mifery. It was a 
cutting, but too true a refl.eclion on the Englifh, which 
I heard from the lips of one of the firft Indians I faw, 
a man of no mean abilities, of the writer cail: : he came 
on board the fhip while we lay at Diamond Harbor: 
the captain, as he walked the deck with him, uttered 
im11rec~\io~s Qll the bralni.nil, and ,iu.led the pe.ople 

• f9ol_, 
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fools for taking any notice of them, and faid, "We. 
don't care for our priefts in England; we live as we 
like." " Aye," replied the Indian, u we know the 
Engli{h. care for nothing but money." You, my breth• 
ren, let them fee that you care forfouls; for fouls;the 
worth of which you calculate by the price paid for 
their redemption; which was not fuch •~ corruptible 
thing,; as iilver and gold, but the precious blood of the 
Son of God." Yes, you let them fee that you are 
~e:tdy to part with filver and gold, in order_ to fend 'to 
them the wor_d of falv\1,tion. Your _miffionaries, who 
were here before me, are li_ke.:.minded with yourfelves; 
they are men fearing God and hating covetoufnefo. , 

Brothe.r THo~us delights in doing good to the b9 .. 
dies and foul:; of. his fellow-men.· His medical {kill is 
a great bleffi.ng to th~s coun.try--peopk com·e to hi1u 
from thirty or forty 1~iles roqnd; fo that the1:e. are al .. 
moft always patients at his doors. He does all gratis i 
l have feen fome of his 1-emarkable ~ures, ' 

As to brother CAREY, his very. foul is abforbed hi 
the work of the miffion. His dear friends iii England 
had no ground.for their fears that riches might alienate 
his heart from that work. He does not po:ffefs them i I 
am perf uaded there is not a man who has not le"arned to 
deny himfelf, but would prefer his :fituation when at 
Leictjler to that in this country, 

Having faid thus much of the miffionaries, 0 ! tha~ 
I could fay as much of the fuccefs of their miniftry; 
but, on my arrival, my mind was much grieved at thofe 
things- which ere now have caufed you to mourn, viz. 
that fome, who were once their hope, have gone again 
lnto the world :-but no. new thing hath happened to 
them in this refpetl. No, JEsus himfelf had "many 

difciplcs 
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difciples who, after a time, went back artd walked no 
more with him;" therefore, brethren, be not difheart­
ened, though your miffionaries have hitherto been fow­
ing in tears ; they, or their fucceff'ors, muil: doubtlefit -
reap with joy. 

" The precious grain can ne'er be loft, 
•• For grace enfures the crop." 

For, "as the earth bringeth forth her.bud, and the 
garden caufeth the things that are fown in it to f pring 
forth, fo th'e • Lord God will caufli righteoufnefs and 
praife to {pring forth before all the nations." • 

" Then ihall the trembling mourner come, 
" And find his iheav~s, and bring them home; 
<1 'The voice,'long broke with fighs, ihallfing, 
" 'T.ill heav'n with hallelujahs ring." 

DODDRIDGE. 

,ve often reB.el\:, and fpeak one to another with 
pleafure of what great :things have been already done 
fince the j,·ear r 784, when at the Nottingham Aff'ocia­
tion, you'. firft propofed apd adopted the .Monthly 

.Prayer Meeting for the revivai of Religion. "\Ve re­
joice that our Independent, Preiliyterian, and Method­
iil: bre'thi-en in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Ame­
rica, have adopted .the fame. I, for feveral years, be­
held a pleafing revival in England grant~d in anfwer to 
prayer; and I blefa God that before I left it, I beheld 
all denominations ftirred up to promote the common 
caufe·of CHRIST, who i:,; now riding forth conquering 
and to conquer. Yes, 

" He comes! He comei. ! The groans of Baby ion, 
11 The fuouts o,f Zion, and the fer\·ent prayers 

HQf 



... or rail\ts of every name in unity' 
"'Join as one voice, and all proclaim, De cr,,Heg l• 

India, the frrong hold of Satan: yes, India, hi~ 
moil: impregnable fortrcfs, muft fall before the Univer .. 
fal Conqueror, " for all nations fhall fcrve him." Y c, 
who eftecm it an hon.or to be fellow-workers with Goo, 
come over, come over e.t'ld hel13 us! One great lrnrk is 
juft fini{hing, viz. the tranfiation of the New Teil:a­
lllent i...to Bengalce. 

The firfi: Sabbath I was l1ere was a very affecting 
one; a relation of which may not be unacceptable to 
you. But, I muft firft tell you, that on the day after 
my arrival at }.{udnabaft}', one of the idolatrous feafts 
of the Hindoos was celebr~ted. They had been drum-. 
ming and dancing before the idol three days and nights; 
but this evening it was to be drowned. Brothd CAREY 

".\,-ent among them at the time; he fpoke to them, for 
a while, refpecl:ing the folly and finfulnefs of their prac• 
tice; but, not be1ng able to procure their attention, he 
addreffed himfelf to the officiating bramin, and forne of 
the wildeft devotees ; they ~ere much afhamed before 
him, and fneaked away. ·Juft as he left them, a letter 
was brought from brother THOMAS, faying, that he­
boped a good work was begun at 1'1.foypauldiggy, and 
requefting brother CAREY to come.over to fee and fpeak 
to the people. On the Saturday we went, with eager 
expecl:ation; I was kindly received by brother THOMAS, 

as I had been before by br~ther CAREY. On the Sab­
bath, at fun-rife, worlhip began. Nearly an hundred 
people were affembled. After prayer, brother Ttto­
MAS preached from Ezekiel xxxvi. -2,7·, " And I will 
put my fpirit within you." After which, brother , 
CAREY preached from ABs iv. 1 z, " l'-leither is there 

Jalvatfon 



fawation Jn any ot!ter." Very great attention was paid 
by all. After brcakfaft, three perfons concerned about 
the falvation of their fouls, came again, with whoin 
brethren CAitEY and THOM As fpent a confiderable time. 
They appear hopeful charall:ers. They daily pray 
together.", Orie of them (YARD EE) is a man of good 
natural ·abilities, and feems fo poffefs much chrifl:ian 
fimplicity.., They appeared much a/felted when I 
informed them . ( through brother THOM.As) how the 
people of England were praying for the falvation of 
t]1eir fouls ; '.' ·what! faid they, do they pray for Us!'• 
At t\velve o'clock brother CArtEY preached in Englifh 
from James i . .verfe 6. " But let him aft in f'?ith, 
nothing wwvering." At half paft three o'clock the 
natives affembled more numerous than-in the morning: 
brother THQMAS preached from Afls xvii. v; jo. " But 
now commandeth all men every where to repent ; " and 
brotl1e~ CAREY from PJaim lxxxix. verfe I 5. " Ble.fJed 
is t~e people that know _the joyful j'ound: they }hall 
walk, 0 Lord, in the light of thy countena11ce." In 
the evening brother THOMAS preached in Eng1ifu from' 
lfaiah v. verfe 11 . ' ' And ·thou }halt be like a watered 
gm-den.".· They both declared, I had feen more atten­
tion and ferioufnefs, my firft Sabbath, than they had 
feen all the three year;; they had fpent in India. Bro­
ther CAREY returned home the following evening, but 
I fl:aid neai;: three weeks. The congregation increafed 
the two. following Sabbaths that I was there. On the 
fecond Sabbath I preached fobrother T!!o_MAs's family

1 
and two Europeans who were there, from Pj'alm xiv. 
verfe 7. " Oh, that the Jalvation of I.frael were come 
out of Zion! when the Lurd bringeth back the captivity 
of his people, Jacob faall rejoice and Ifra_el jkall be 
glad." I hope, brethren, to tell you by the fbips of 
next feafon, that I am able to preach to the poor Hin-

1' t • doos, 



dot>,. 1 -s.m undet the tuition of brother CAREY'ti 
P1111dit. 

As I h:1ve given an account of my paffage, &e. tll' 
brothet FttLLElt, I ihaU not repeat it here. May God 
abundantly blefs you all; and may great grace rcft 
upon all the Briti{h churches. We all rejoice in the: 
formation, and pray for the fucccfs of ·the London 
l-fiffi.{}n Society. Favour us with what they publiih­
longing to hear from you, I am, 

Yours, &e:. 

J, FOUNTAIN. 

JJr. CAREY to Mr: F-1 Kettering~ 

l.fudnabatty, November 16, 17g6. 

I HAVE within a few days received your's of Dec. 
II, .179~ Aug. zB, 1795, October z3, 1795, and a 
poftfcript to a letter from our dear·• brother PEARCE, 

dated April l3, 1796. From this irregularity in my 
receiving Eu_ropean letters, you w.ill eafily a.£count for 
.apparent neglecl in anf wering them. 

There are fome· Mn1f ulmen here wl10 appear under 
Concern about their fouls. Going out one Monday 
momingy a poor laboring man, named SooKMUN, very 
eameftly defired to know what he muft do to be faved? 
Two more made the fame enquiry, adding, " We 
heard you yefterday, when having fh,ewn the danger 
we were in of going to hell, yon enquired, T.Yhither 
will you go from his fpirit .~ Whither will you .fiee from 
his prefence 1 We knew tha-t we were unacquainted 

wit:h 
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with the way oflife, and our Peers• cannot hdp us: 
for if the mall:er be angry what can the fervant do~ 
You have told us of JEsus CHRIST; but who i» he? 
How !hall we be faved t-I talked much with them, 
almoll every day;· but two, whofe names are Tu PHAN Er} 

and JuNoLoo, foon cea.fed their enquiries. SooKMU;'{ 
Jl:ill gives me hope, though it is three months fince the 
enquiry began. 

I wrote an account of this immediate! y to brother 
THOMAS, who inforr[!ed me, in return, that fome wer1 
alfo enquiring at Moypaul. When brother FoUNTAni 
arrived, I went over to Moypaul with him, and ain 
fore he faw more. reafon 'for e~ouragement the fir ft 
Lord' ;-day, than we had feen in the three years we had 
been in l1ldia. Three perfons there, YARDEE, DooR­
GOTTEEA, and another,are in a veryhopet'ul wa.yindeed; 
they are all laborers, ana Muffulmen. There was 
another Muff ulman, and a blind bramin ; but thefe do 
not appear to me fo promifing as the other~. Y ARDEE 
is a man of good natural abilities, has a great aptnefa 
in conveying his ideas, and is a bleffing to the ,eil:; the 
other two do not appear equal to him in natural talents, 
but the work appears to be (ubfrantial. I was in hope 
of being able to fend you an accoun~ of their baptifin. 
$1.nd union with us in church fellowfhip ; but that ha. 
not yet taken place. I however expect it foon. There 
is a ftir in the country all around Jfoypaul, and many 
come to hear the word-I fuppofe ne:i.r an htmdred ; 
Here it is not fo, and poor S001'.MUN ftands ~lone, 

Brother Foul'j'TAlN is fafely arrived, and gives ll3 

pleafure ; but u,e are ill immediate want of iuoRE 

• Canonized faints long finet dead, 

T t ;z 
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Mrs!itoNihts,' and i: int1'ettt the Society to £'e11d. 
them. 

I ha,·c, through the good hand of my God upon me, 
now nearly tranflated all the New Teftament.: I have 
begun the fcver1th chapter of the Revelations, and all 
the for01er part is tranflated, · except the Acl:s of the. 
Apoitles. I.have aPundit, who has with me examined 
and corrected all the Epiftles to the !econd of P~TER : 

we go through a chapter every day: the· natives who 
cari read and write, "4nderftand it perf~ltly; and, as it 
is corred:ed by a fearned native, tiie il:yl~ . ancl fyntax 
cannot be defpicable. I intend, however, to go through 
it again, and, 'as critically as I can, compare it with 
the Greek Teftament. I expect th~ New Teil:ai:nent 
'"'-ill be comp1ete before you re~eive this,. except a very 
few words which may want altering on a third and fourth 
i:evifal ; and I now wiih the·- printilig to be· thought of. 
It will be at lea{¼: two years from this time, oefore c01n~ 
munications refpecl:ing printing will arrive ;fro~· Eng~ 
land; by which time every correction rnay• certainly 
be made. We were in hope of printing it at _ou( own 
expence, but in· that we are difappointed: Were' it 
printed here, 10,000 copies would cofl::, at the neareft 
calculation, 43,750 rupees, Qr 4,4·001. • fterling~an 
enormous fum! But it may be done mqcb .cheaper, by 
fending out a printing prefs, with types, &c. :and if~ 
ferious printer coulal be found, who was willing to en­
gage in tbe miJfion, he would be a great·bleffing·to us 
in fuperintending the work; for the ~atives would. do 
the laborious part, 

Bro~her FouNTAIN on his arr,ival-took ine. quite by 
furprize; he appears to be a very promifi.ng perfon; "he 
is learning under my PW1dit, Op an cecol).omical plan, 

• • whicq 
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.which I have recommended to him, he may clo w1t1+ 
about t?irty rupees per m,;mth-1 wifh it were in my 
powe~ to JI}l).intain him, without any farther expence 
to the Society, but that I cannot do. 

The fum given to him when h~ left England• is too 
1·ittle pocket inoney for an Indian voyage. If the fhip 
~u.£ in any where, the mi{fionaries ~ill be diftreffed, as. 
~he length of their fray at any place depends entirely 
on winds, weather, &c. and at all places where the 
fhips pu_t. in, accommodations are very exorbitant; 
befides., travelling in this cou11,try is vtry expenfive. 
•.•, . ; . ' . . 

I rejoice to hear of fuch a fpirit of aetivity and 
holinefs prevailing in England. Surely God is od his 
~a,r,and ireat thio~s a~e o:q th~ eve of accomplifhment. 

I blefs God. for yoqr piece on Socinianifin ; I rejoice 
Jn its extelriive circulation; and tnift it w~ll be pro~uc-
~ive of good: • • • • 

My family are well. I have loft one fon, and had 
another bor'n :fi~ce I have been here. 

A'ferious man, who underfl:ands the JI)anufaclure of 
glazed earthen ware, would be_ very ufeful in this 

_ country. 'My warmefl: chrifl:ian Joye to all the 
1ninifl:ers •• 

Y.ours, &c. 

,y. c. 

I\' Thirty pounds, 

],,fr, 
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Mr. FouNTAIN to Mr. R-J Oakha11. 

Mudnabatty (Bengal) No·r.umber I 7, I 796. 

OH! my dear brother, you cannot conceive what. 
a 1pectacle here prefents itfelf to view. Here one 
hebolds the high places of idolatry, under every ·green 
tree, where deluded millions facrifice to devils. No 
one who was never out of England, where chriilianity 
has flourifhed for ages, can have any thing like an 
adequate idea of that apoftolic declaration, " The whole 
"'orld lieth in wickednefs ; " but here we f~e~n to fee 
it verified. 

1_'hefe things, though they excite our grief, do not 
iirive us to def pair. No, the cafe is ilbt ·def perate; 
J>etter profpecls will fhortly .fucceed. - Thus faith. the 
I,ord, ·,' The feed of the womanjlzall brui(e th~ ferpent' s 
head;" and m the fulnefs or thne behold J:1im .appear 
£or that very purpofe. His birth is proclaimed as ail 
event which jhall caufe JOY To ALL PEOPLE •. Angels, 
burning with divine love·, had, for four thoufap.d years, 
beheld the foe of God and man f preading terr~rs, defo .. 
lation, and death through thefe terreihial abodes ; they 
beheld it with regret and pity : but now the eternal 
counfels of heaven, into which they had long _and ,ear .. 
neftly defired to look, are all revealed to their benevo~ 
le;:it minds : the plan of fovereign grace-of human 
falvation, is exhibited : they give vent to their feeling1 
in fl:rains till then unheard-" Glory to God in tho 
)tigb.eft-on earth peace, good-,will towards m~n !" 

•' This is the Saviour long foretold 
" To ufuer in the age of gold, 

"Ta 
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faying to the nations cnvelopeci in darknef~, " Behold 
your God." 

Does brother R--, at'k what is doing in India!) I 
anfwer, brethren CAREY and THOMAS are affiduous i'n 
rreaching the gofpel of the grace of God; aiid, though 
fomc of the perfons who once received the word with 
joy, and endured for a while, have withered' away, we 
are not without hopes that it bath taken root in a few 
hone it and good hearts. Indeed, it appear;; in them to 
bring forth fruit ; but if things were a thoufand times 
darker than they are, there ·would be no roon:_1 for dif­
couragement. They who abound in the work of the 
Lord, ihall ~ot labor in vain. One great work is al­
ready juft accomplifhing, viz. the tranfiatlon of tho 
New Teftament ;_ and though the expence of printing it 
will be very great, all the :filver and gold in the world is 
the Lord's, and infrances have __ not been wanting to 
fhew that it is all at hi.s command. Two or three mif­
:fionaries, in a nation like this, can do but little ; a re­
quefr is made for more. 

I fhall fend you one curio:fity from India, i. e. th'e 
tune to which the natives :fing the Bengalee Hymn, th~ 
tranflation of which you have at the end of Periodicaf 
Accounts, No. I. and in Dr. R1PP0N'.s Baptift Regifrer, 
p. 370, Vol. I. Brother CAREY'sPunclit (under whofe 
tuition I am) has a very mufical voice,- and fine ear: he 
leads the :finging every Sabbath-day in. tiine of Bengal 
worihip. The tune, though it ap'peared frrange to rile at 
firft, being fo unlike any Englifh air, and fung to wort!s 
unintelligible to me, yet was very pleafant after hear­
ing it two or three times in worihip. I got the Pundi<t: 
to fing it over to me, and fo ,vrote it out. Every found. 
ii right. There are no Englii:b. words that will go to it; 

I wi{h 
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I with there were. It is the joint wifh of myfelf and 
brother CAREY, that you would put a counter and bafa 
to it, and fend a copy ov~r the foil: time you 1'rrite. 
As it is the firft Indian tune that perhaps was ever 
wrote out, we requeft that you will not alter a note. 
Brethren CAREY and THOMAS have both a knowledge 
of mufic, fo that we often entertain ourfelves with a 
tune, and can carry on worfhip with pleafure. 

11111~:ll!I 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. P--, Birmingham. 

Mudnabatty, Nov. 19, I 796. 

' I HAVE written to fome of my correfpondents 
an account of poor RAM BosHoo' s awful fall : he is 
gone I know not where, and it appeared as if all wa.,; 
funk and gone, I however continued my preaching 
as ufual, and every day engaged in an expo:fition oa. 
the fcriptures ( a very free one you may fuppofe) by 
way of morning ex;ercife, with all the fervants, and 
as many others as would attend. I generally fet forth 
JEsus as the Savior, and earne:11:ly befeech :finners to 
believe on him, let the immediate fubjecl be what it 
may; After the Moonfhee's fall, my School fell alfo. 
as I found my income could not poffibly fupport it, and 
the fchoolma:11:er going with the l\foonfhee, it was 
broken up, nor is yet refumed, though I much defire it. 

In this fituation I was, for fome time, much de­
jected; but one Lord's-day, although I preached in a 
very low, di:11:reffed frame of heart, I was very eameft 
with poor fouls. The text I have forg,.ot; but I now 
·reme1hber that I ufed the words of the Pfalmi.ft with 
much affection, u Whither WILL rou flee from his 

Un Jpirif, 



jpirit;'' &c. I had ahnoft loft the rccolleclion of thitl 
circmnftance the next morning; but walking out on the 
Monday, three l\fuifulmen came, and with apparent 
agitation a<ked me, " Sir, what muft we do to be faved? 
Kem.an par hoibo .~ How fuall we get over?" I talked 
much with them, and hoped God was beginning a 
work. In a fuort time however two of them ceafcd 
their enquiries : but the other ( SooKMUN) is :!till in a 
hopeful ftate. He has been converfing with -me this 
morning with increa:G.ng earncftnefs, and I have reafon 
to believe " he prayeth." About the fame time, five 
or fix begun to enquire at }.1oJPa1!l, and brother THol\IAf.i 
l1aving repeatedly requefted me to come over and con­
,·erfe with them, when brother FouNTAIN arrived we 
went together, and truly I muft fay I was greatly 
affected with them. Three in particular gave me m"uch 
pleafure, and one of them, Y ARDEE, addreJfed me to 
this effect; " Sir, formerly I had not the fmaliefi: fenfe 
of either good or evil, I neither feared nor cared; but 
having heard the gofpel I fear much, for I have been 
a very great finner: I have been guilty o~ theft, ofluft, 
and oflying, and I find that my mind has been fet on 
thefe things ; but now I will feck after the knowledge 
of CHRIST." 

At another time, [peaking of the unfeelingnefs of 
the people of the country, he gave the following in­
:ftance of it. His wife had- juft lain in, had been ex­
ceedingly ill, and was feverifu afterwards: .one day 
being alone, and feeling cold, fue requefted a neighbor 
to bring her a bit ot fire: the other refufed, faying, " I 
bring you fire, no not I;'' and the was obliged to give a 
few gundas of cowries to a perfon who was going by, 
to bring her a little fire. y ARDEE, after relating this in 
my hearing, obferved, " This country people are very 

bad 
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l,arl people: but I was jufl: the fame; my heart wa, a~ 
hard as a fl:one ; bnt now I pity the miferies of othen; ." 
He is talking to all about the way of life, and has been 
the means of a confiderable ftir all about Moypaul, fo 
that many fcores come to hear the word. He is a man 
of a fwcct natural temper, good abilities, a readinefa 
to difcourfc with others, and a zeal for CHRIST; he, and 
I hope fome others, will be baptized foon. 

I afked him what he would think, if CHRIST com­
manded him to do any thing that would: expofe him to 
derifion? He replied," I will do at:}' thing for CHRIST." 
Thefe enquirers have alfo begun to tafte of oppoiition 
for the fake of CHRIST; but they ace firmly yet, 

MoHUND CHUND continues t6 profefs bis defire 
after better things, and il}. terms that I hope befpeak aq _ 
enlightened mind. I pity his condition, as he cannot 
work, being a very delicate man, and un~fed to every 
kind of employ except heatheniih begging, which is 
very honorable here ; but this cloe1, not fit eaf y on his 
tonfcience now. 

Nr.;vember :ZI, 

Y ESTERD .'I. y I preached twice to the natives ; the 
firfl: fermon from :z Cor. v. zo, " /\low then we are am• 
bajfadors,'' &c. and the laft from _llJatt. vi. 33, " Seek 

ye fir.ft the kingdom of God," &c. I felt my heart 
drawn out in much affection towards them, though I 
had but few hearers; but as the cciol weatber is com­
menced, I am going out to all the villages in my circuit, 
which are about two hundred. I went laft Monday 
evening to one village, and ha.cl a toleqble congre• 
;atiop.. 

Uni 1\lthou;h 





toriorn, arms far beyond our moil: fanguine hopes. I 
fnppofo a dozen or a fcore of preaching miflionarics 
might, when acquainted with the language, make the 
circuit of all Hindojlan, once if not twice a year. Pray 

JeruJi more, one, or two, or three in a year as you can~ 
bu.t let them be men of miffionary f pirits. 

Youn, &c. 

·w. c. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. S-, Olney. 

Mudnabatty, No-v. zz, 1 j96. 

I AM, bleif ed be God, in good health : I have had a 
very painful abfcefs in the :fide of' my throat, for which 
I was obliged to undergo a chirurgical operation, but it 
is now well . 

. I have received PARKHURST1 s Greek and Hebrew 
Lexicons, and the Sermons preached before the Miffion­
ary Society, alfo Mr.tHoRNE's Letters on Miffions, and 
am very much obliged indeed by the receipt of them. 
The Polyglott Bible never arrived,and I fear is loft. Any 
books on Theology will be very acceptable: Politics 
occupy very little of our attention; yet 'tis de:firable to 
know how the world goes ; we fuall therefore be glad 
of the Annual Regifter. 

Yeil:erday I went out to preach to the inhabitants of 
a. neighbouring village, and found confiderable pleafure 
in addreffing them from 1 John, iii. 8, " For this pur­
pofe," &c. The people behave well, but conftantly make. 
this verydifheartening ohfervation, " Sir, we hear what 
you fay, but nothing ftays in our minds." And their 

common 
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eommon exeufe is, " We are poor ignorant creatures, 
what can we underftand?" Nay, they will often fay, 
'\\.,. e are not men, we cannot poffibly knO\V any thing ; 
and brother THOMAS was one day under the neceffit.r 
of proving his auditors to be human; ,for they aiferted 
that they were jackalls, and not men! Thefe very 
deg-rading atfertions ref petting themfelves are very com­
mon; though certainly ufed with no other de:fign than 
to excufe their indolence in not examining the differ­
~nce between their own fuperilition and the gofpel, or 
their total neglea of every thing 'religious. It is alfo 
very common for them to fay, " We have no God but 
our bellies." One day fome dancing bramiris came to 
me, and I afked them, why th~y purfued fo vile an em­
ployment? They anfwered, " For-our b~llies. '.' I faid 
a hog tears ~p your fields for his belly; a jackall de­
ftroys your kids and lambs for his belly; • and thieves 
rob only for their belly: you are therefore on an equa­
lity with them. They a:!fented; nor was any thing 
that I could fay fu:fficient to convince them that any 
thing elfe was nece:!fary. Only Goo can break the 
~arnal heart. 

Brother FouNTAIN had read in my letters about far~ 
tners in our neighborhood, and expetl:ed to be accommo~ 
dated with a bafon of milk in a farmer's chimney corner, 
arid foch hofpitality as may be experienced in the houfe 
of an Englifu farmer; but he found that our farmers· 
were not diftinguifhable from other people, and that 
houfes in Bengal have no chimnies : that a farmer's 
whole frock is a cow or two, and three or four half' 
:fi:arved bullocks, and a few pigeons; ( for a Hindoo 
will not touch a fowl, nor either Muffulman OI' Hindop 
a hog, except the loweft cafr of all) ; a goat or two, 
tjed on a bare highway~ cl,re now alld then feen, b\lt no 

fueep 
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(heep in a whole pariih. Thus was he difappointcJ; 
he is however not fhaken in mind, and I doubt not 
lVill be a ble:ffing to us. 

Bleff'ed, bleff'ed be Goo for all that is doing to pro­
mote the caufe of CmuST-furely mu:ch is to be ex­
pected; 

Yours, &c. 

\V. C . 
.,, I 1 cM!J.'riliiP" tO 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. B-_ -, London. 

11.fudnabatty, Nov. ~3, I 796. 

YOUR very affecl:ionate letters have been as cor­
dials to my foul. Your counfels, your prayers, and good 
willies excite my gratitude; ma ythey be long continued! 
You have heard ofBoiboo's awful fall, and his feparation 
from us; for though, perhaps, out of fiftyfervants, forty­
nine will be found guilty of the fame crime (adultery) 
yet it was nece:lfary to bear a more public teftimony 
again-ft his, as his profeffion of the Gofpel was fo well 
known. That was a gloomy time ; but ii.nee then I truft 
God has appeared in the real converfi.on of four mu1ful­
men, one here, and three under brother THoMAs. In 

. what it may iff'ue, the Lord only can forefee; but at 
prefent I difcover in it what I fhould conclude to be a 
genuine work of grace in Engla'nd, till I fa,v further 
reafon to doubt of it. 

I preach in neighboring villages three evenings in the 
week, and might much more; but then the tranflation 
muft be ilopped. I therefore endeavour fo to order mat­
ters as to carry on both. 
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No'V, 24. 

y ESTERD A y I was much ehcouraged by converfa­
tion with SooKMUN ; he waited till he perceiveithat I 
was alone, and then came into my room, and made a 
number of very pertinent enquiries, with unufual fpirit 
and earneftnefs. He expreJfed a deep fcnfe of his being 
a loft :finner before God. I aiked, if he had any of 
thefe thoughts formerly? he anfwered, " No ; formerly 
I knew nothing, nor feared any of thefe things, but 
now all my concern is how I :fhaU be delivered from 
wrath. . Since I have heard the Gofpel I have become 
very thoughtful about this matter, and inari y others." 
He then enquired, '' Who is J&sus CHRIST? Is he God's 
friend, or what is he"'?" I replied, He ii.God hirnfelf; 
yet God in human form, in hwnan nature ; and he 
fo loved finners as to die for their falvation of hii:. own 
free will. 

He then afked, if we had not fo~e ceremony to 
pafa through in order to our being admitted Jo the 
rank of Engliihmcn, like their circumcifion, and the 
Hindoos ceremony of boring the ear, and the bramins 
taking the Poitoo, or th~ead worm about their neck a~ 
their diilinguifhing mark. I told him we had not, 
Then fays he what was it you intended when you dip-, 
ped Mr. PowELL in the water? { meaning his baptifin.) 
I told him that when" any one made a public profeffi.01~ 
of the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus; then, thofe who were 
his difciples heard that profe:ffi.on of their faith ; and 
if it were approved, in order to his being received into 
chriftian communion, it was exptefily commanded 
by CHRIST thus to immerfe him in water in the Re-

,,; Alluding-to their opinion of MAMO M n's being the friend of Goo, 

deemcr's 
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deemer's name. A, great number of que!l:ions, on 
·v-arious fubje&s, were propofed : amot?,g other thing, 
we touched on the probable trouble that muft be ex­
peeled bj thore who fhould thus publicly renounce 
Mahomedanifm, or Heathenifm. He obferved, •• Thefe 
may be great, but muft be fhort, and are much ea-fier 
to endure than hell." He feems truly awakened. 

Yours, &c. 

Mr. CAREY to Dr. R--, Briflol. 

j\,fudnabatty, November z6, 1796. 

I AM very much obliged by the friendly com­
municatia"ns you have made to me, and feel greatly 
intereit::ed in them. Nothing refpelting, ?he churches 
in England can be uninterefting to me. 

The fhortuefs of my letters mufl: be attributed to 
the number of my correfpondents, and to the famenefa 
of occurrences among us. • The natives have fo little 
curio:fity that our conferences, with them cannot have 
11;t.uch variety, or be very intere.fl:ing. 

Divine goodners has indeed a{)peared tor us; a hope­
ful awakening took place here', and at 1~:Ioypaul, about 
the fame time. Here ~hree be-gan to enquire after the 
way of falvation, but two of them turned back, the 
o~her, however, appears to be concerned in a more 
lively manner than at firfr. Five Qr fix appeared under 
concern at 111oypaul, three of whom hold on ~ell, and. 
give us much pleafore ; they have a daily meeting for 
prayer with one another; and their conv:erfation is very 
~leafiug, . .1tn'1 iis l>ecomes the go~p.el.. Qne feems to 

X :x: poffefa 
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poiTefs tMd 1\ahlral abilities; we are ready to hope he 
may become a preacher. T_hey are learning to read 
and write. 

It is very pleafant to me to hear the natives about 
the country :fing, " 0, who can deliver, except the 
Lord JEsus CHRIST?" &c. which is now become very 
common. 

The tranfl.ation of the fcriptures takes up much or 
my time: writing in a chara8:er learned after child• 
hood, is. not fo pleafant as; ufing an i_ndigenal charac• 
ter, and is more flowly performed. Some have won• 
dered why we tranfl.ated Leviticus, and had we the 
means of publifuing any part fpeedily, there would be 
caufe for wonder; but it mufr be obferved, that what 
is tranflated is no further known to the natives, than as 
read by me ; one folitary copy being all that is yet 
written out: another copy is writing, but, except to 
guard againfr any defuu8:ive event, I would not wiih to 
multiply copies, left they fuould be imperfect. 

More miffionaries I think abfalutely necef[ary to 
fhe fupport of the intereft. Should any natives join 
us, they would become outcail:s immediately, and ~mft 
be, confequently, fupported by us. The miffionaries 
on the coail: are to this day obliged to provide for thofe 
who join them, as I learnt from a letter fent to brother 
THOMAS by a fon of one of the miffionaries. 

Some things relative to the country may not be 
unacceptable to you. 

I obferved, in a former letter, that the beafl:s ~ave 
been in general defcribed, but that the undefcribed 
birds were furpriiingly numerous; and in fad new fpe• 

c1es 
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that ever poffe:ffed the !Jrltce of our Lord JEsu9 CJIRI!IT t 
yet I am daily employed in doing a little for Him, who 
loved me a~d gave bimfelf for me. ' 

Your wekotne letter of January z3, 1796, arrivei! 
nea,r three months before Mr. FotrNTAiN: I had ac• 
cordiri.gly given him up, but one day, a~ I was fitting at 
my defk, which is on aground :floor, and was fearchiug 
into venerable Shanfcrit antiquity, in bolted a man, at­
tended by a neighbour of mine, whom be had picked 
up about twelve miles. diilance-and, before I could 
make any enq11iries, I found it was a brother miffi.on• 
a.ry ! This fpoiled all my Shanf crit for that day; but 
it was a plea.flog .circutnftance indeed : He has begun 
,the language ; has alfo preached once or twice in Eng­
~ifh; lives ,vith nie, and hope to find him very ufeful. 

The people in Bengal are about the fize of Europe­
_ans,. perhaps rather under than over that ilandard. 
-Their ·colours are various ; 1noft of thoie who are ex­
pofed to the fun and hard labour are very black; and 
tithers who are not fo, and ,vhofe cafr has for many age1a 
kept them frorh fervile employment, are nearly as whito 
fl.S Europeans, and if dre1fed in European clothing would 

··J).Ot pe diftlntuifu~d ftom natives of the fouth of France. 

The clothing of the poor is a fmall piece of cloth. 
th~d as a11 apron, paifed under the body, and faftened 
by a piece of packthi;ead which furrounds the waifr; 
this, except that fome have a fmall turQan~ is the whole 
of their apparel. In cold weather they foper-add a 
piece of cloth, which is thtown over the fuoulders, and, 
~rapped round the body. Thofe in better circum­
.ftances wear a larger piece of cloth, which is fwaddled 
,l!aln, like a child's cloth i.n Enz land, with tlie loofc end 

ha.nging 
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hanging down as an apron, and the upper cloth loofe as 
abo,·e. Muffulmen who can afford it, have Jamas, or 
frocks, which hang to the ground like petticoats. All 
are very fond of ornaments, as ear-rings, &c. The 
Hindoos wear a bracelet round the neck, which. diftin­
guifhes them from Muffulmen, and they alfo have :f. 

fmall lock of hair on· the crown of the head, which i1 
formed into a tail: but Muifulmen ihave their crowns 
entirely. The ladies wear a piece of cloth wrapped 
round them, almoft in form of a petticoat, and a piece 
thro'\\--n loofe over the fhoulders. They alfo have many 
ornaments round the wrift, ancles, and _neck; and 
when full dre:lfed they have ·a large ring in the nofe. 
The higher females are feldom feen. I never yet faw 
a Braminee; but others of lower cafts are at all markets 
,md {hews. They are very fond of noife and fhew, 
which indeed are the only things that draw them to 
fome of their idolatrous practices. I may in future 
pefcribe fome of thefe ; but it will be previoufly ne­
ceffary to be acquainted 'Yith th~iqnytl:iolQgy~ &c. of 
which I 11+ay fi:om time to tirne fend yoq fome littl~ 
account; though I am but in a manner beginniqg t!I 
}mow the truth from the fuafters themfelves, 

- ']'heir marriages are contracted in very early )ife, if 
the parents have a fuffi.ciency to defray the expences 
of the ceremony; as it is ufual on thefe occafions, I 
believe, for the fq.tber of the wife to make confiderable 
gifts to the father of the hu£band. Marriages are con­
tracted from the age of two or three years, but general I:, 
about the age of ten arid twelve. The parties remain 
feparate until a certain time, and afte1-wards live toge .. , 
ther. I have heard a new married child crying bitterly 
when carrying about in the d' hooly, or Bengal palan-

. quin. There is no confen,t ofthe parties, it is merely 
a bargaiti 
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a bargain between the parents. The principal objecl: o( 
every father here is to marry his children, and to expend 
a large fum of money on that bufinefs. The poor, 
whofe parents cannot afford the expence, are obliged 
to wait till they themfelves can fa.ve money enough to 
bear the charge. 

The Mu:lfulmen bury their dead, and regularly 
mourn once a month over their graves. The Hindoo11, 
burn their dead by the river fide; and always leave a 
Culfee, or kind of jug of water by the place. The poor. 
people only throw their dead into the river, where they 
.ire devoured by crows, kites, and various animals. If 
a Hindoo of wealth is taken dangeroufly ill, he is car­
ried to the banks of the Gunga, or holy river; for all 
the Ganges is not accounted holy, only fome parts ; 
and the holy water, often leaving the great river, ·rum. 
into finaller, of which the Hoogly is one. The fick:. 
and dying are therefore carried to thefe holy places, 
and carefully watched until they expire. Offerings arc 
made to the dead, on many occafions, which at prefent 
I cannot particularize. 

May the power of Gon fubdue thefe long and deep­
ly rooted iniquities. I hope more miflionaries will be 
fent foon; could I fee your face in the fleili it would 
_be joy indeed-well, we iliall meet I truft before thtt 
throne of Gon. 

Mr. FovNTAIN' to .ll1r. S-, London. 

Mudnabatty, Dec. 8, 1796. 

T H E grateful fenfe I yet retain of the many 
inftances of your k.indnefs to me while in Landon, 

and 



and the e~~m ht which I h0ld YM ·H my pafl.9r, 
~nfpirc to tender it my plcnJure, as wen as my duty, 
to enquire after your welfare, and fo~erfcd.es an apology 
for w-hat I may fay rcfped:ing myfclf .. 

During the paffage they often talked in the cabitt 
about a&ing me to preach, ,vhich if they had done I 
v,ould hav-e accepted the invitation. We had daily 
dif putes about religion, but they were all potfo:tfed of 
deiftical principles. My fituation was far from com-' 
fortable ; but I truft I often enjoyed the manifeftatimt 
of his prefence, who ha-th faid to each of his people, 
•• I will never leave tliee nor forfake thee/' 

I had much fea,.ficknefs, but I think it has done 
me good. I ne,,er was better in my life than I began 
t.o be before I left the fhip. We reached Calcutta on 
the 19th of September. I found it very hot, but, 
through mercy, I received no injury. 

This is the dry -and pleafant feafon of the year; 
:i.nd v;·ere it not that I knew by ~he fucceffion f>f m911ths 
that this is December, I fhould not judge fo by the 
face of nature. The trees all around are in ful1 leaf, 
and the field-s white with harvei.l:. The difference be­
tween the heat of the day and the cold of the night is 
afl:onifuing. Mornings and evening~ I am glad to but­
ton up in n,1y great coat; but in the middle of the day 
(although this is the cold feafon) I can go in a waift­
coat. I bathe every day at twelve o'clock,· either in a 
river near ~{r. CAREY'S houfe, or in a large tank near 
my own bungaloe (a place built with bamboos, -and co­
vered with ruih(!s) about a quarter of a mile from 
Mr. C.~REY's houfe, in which I have my books, and 
:fit to write. 

A Sabbath 



A Sabbath was unknown in this part of India, till 
the miffionaries came; nor is it now regarded, fave by 
a few of our neighbors. In the intervals of preaching 
to the natives we have worfhip in Engiifh, at which 
times we read fermons, except on thofe Sabbaths when 
we and brother THoMAs's family meet together; then 
we always have preaching. Lall: Sabbath~day we all 
f!let together, and befides preaching to the native3, we 
each of us preached once in Englifh. In the afternoon 
we celebrated the dying love ot JEsus, according to his 
own appointment; and the next day, being the firfl: 
Monday in the month, we remained together, and in 
the evening united our prayers with thofe of our dear 
breth;en in England, and other parts of the world, for 
the coming of the kingdom of JEsus CHRIST. 

" It :fhan't be faid that praying breath 
" Was ever fpent in vain." 

Oh! How great and numerous. are the countrie3 on 
this vaJl: Ajiatic continent groaning under the power of 
the prince of darknefs ! We here fee ( as it were) a world 

'lying in. wickedne(s!.But by reflelting on what Goo 
ltas done, and being pcrfuaded of what he will do, 
there is fufficient ground for encouragement-nation, 
many and great, once funk as deep in wretchednefs and. 
ignorance as the(e can be, have been enlightened and 
made happy by the gofpel of the grace of Goo : and" all 
the ends otthe earthjhall remember and turn unto the 
l..oao ; yea, the glory of the LoRD fuall be revealed, and 
all flefh {hall fee it together." The Lord will build up 
Zion : And Oh ! that he who is now writing to you 
may be an humble inftrument in fo great a work! 

J. F. 

Yy Mr. 



Mr. CAREY to Mr. N-· -~ London. 

Mudnabatt_y, Dec. 16, 1796. 

I AM well affured it. will always give you 
p1eafure to hear of the affairs of the church of Goo ; 
and even, if they ihould be unprofperous;yet there i~ , 
a fpirit in a fervant of the Lord JEsus, which feels a. 
facred enjoyment in fympathizing ~,ith, or even be­
wailing the miferies of the caufe of the Lord JEsus 
CHRIST; and, I doubt not, hut the prophet JEREMIAH 
felt more genuine enjoyment, when uttering his iamen­
tations over the miferies of Jerujalem, than was ever 
felt in the purfoit of any fenfual objecl:. ' 

We have difappointments which call for the condo­
lence of all the miniftcrs of the gofpel ;- but, I blef.. 
Goo, we have not difappointments only; we have fome 
caufe to rejoice, and alfo to wonder at the mercy which 
has at all fucceed.ed our attempts. _you have heard of 
the appearances of grace which were in three natives of 
high ·cafr, namely RAM RAM BosHoo, MoHUN CHuNo, 
and p .A.RBOTEE. Of thefe,. the fir:fl .was a very pro­
mifi.ng perfon, of fine abilities; and though· cold in tlie • 
things· of Goo from my coming into the country, yet 
is nea-rly as well Lnformed in the word of Goo as the 
generality of chriftians in England: but he has awfully 
fallen into adultery, and, confi(iering the profeffion he 
hiui long made of the ways of Goo, it was neceffary 
for me to difcharge him from my f~rvices, to prevent 
any bad conclufions againft chriftianity itfe!f, which 
others might have drawn from my keeping him. I have 
not yet feen P ARBOTEE, but have heard the natives bear 
ie:ftimony to his conduet in fuch a manMr as has given 

me 



r 343 1 
ane much encouragement; as particularly, how he very 
lately gave up a good employment becaufe his mafler 
infril:ed on his making an idolatromi offering for the 
fouls of hig dead relations. MoHUN CHUND has an 
attachment to the gofpel which is very encouraging, 
and I have witneffed ib continuing in all fituations, 
'though his ideas of the gofpel are confofed. Another 
Bramin, whofe name is CAss1 NA UT Moo1rnuRJEE, 
appeared under genuine concern la(l year, and 1 trnft 
the work is really begun in him; •he left me for want 
of°fupport, and is gone to the neighborhood of Nuddea. 
A providence which· calls me to go to Calcutta imme­
diately, will, I hope, give me an opportunity offeeing 
him: 

But we have, within a few months paft, had the 
treateft encouragement by far thaf we have ever met 

-with in OUT pleafi.n'g work, in the convedion (I truft) 
of four Muffulmen, who are all poor laboring men, but 
whofe minds appear to be effectually impreft with the 
importance of eternal things. Thefe men are not able 
to fay much about themfolves, except one, whofe name 

• is Y ,4,RDEE; he is a man of very good'abilitie~, though 
not the finalleil: education, and his account is very 
fo11-ple and pleafing indeed. . I think very evident 
marks of piety are apparent in them all, and hope th~y 
may foon make a more pubiic profeffion of the gofpel; 
they have already begun to tafte of perfecution for 
the fake of the Lord JEsus, and it may perhaps increafe. 
I hope the Lord will fortify thei.r minds, and make 
them overcome all that oppojition which they may have 
to endure, ·and which they have endured hitherto with 
becoming patience. 

Yy::: The 
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aqfwcri11g almoft every fent~ace by fome obfervation 
upon it to one another. Their obfervations are fome• 
times fo clamorous, that I have found it necefl"ary to 
forbid them, and at others to de:fift till the noife has 
fubfided. T,his is pleafant to the preacher; but we 
have often congregations of another ftamp, who feem as 
infenfible as ftones, 'and all that can be advanced makes 
~ot the fmalleft impreffion upon them. However we 
~re much encouragec! and ftrengthened, and the more 
fo by the coming of brother FoUNTAIN amongft us, 

· The tranflation of the fcriptures I look upon to be 
one of the greateft c!e:fiderata in the world, and it has 
accordingly occupied a con:fi.derable part of my time 
'and attention; and through great mercy the New 
Teftament is now fo near completion, that I hope to 
pave the tranJJ:ation and fir ft revifion of it finiihed by the 
end of Marc;h. • This journey will it is trµe hinder the 
revifion, but will procure me nmch informat~on refpect• 
ing it, which may ~e equally ufeful to the Miffion. 

The mercy of our Lord JEsus CHRIST be with you 
;ilways. Am~. 

,v. c. 

El'Clllll!lfi i I 

Prom Mr. CAREY, 

Hoogley Ri-ver, Dec, z8, 1 796. 

<J:'O f}{E BAPTIST SOCIET-Y FOR SENDING THE GOSPEL TO 
THE HEATH!i,N_, 

Honored and dear Brethren, 

I BLESS Goo,· our prof peel is con:liderably 
brightened up, and ow hopes ru:e more enlarged than at 

any 



a.ny r,criod :fince the co~mencement of the niiffi.011. 1 

o,~:ing to very pleafing appear~nces of the Gotpel having 
been made ettecl:ual to four poor laboring Muffuhnen, 
who have been fetting their faces towards Zion ever 
:fince the month of Auguft ·1aft. I hope their baptifin 
1Vill not be much longer deferred ; and that might en­
courage 1'foBUN CHUND, PARBOTEE, and CAss1 NA.UT, 

( who laft year appeared to fet ont in the ways of God t 
to declare for the Lord JEsus CHaisT·by an open pro~ 
feffion of their faith in him. 

If any thing like encouragement did not come with 
an ill grace from us, I would now attempt to encourage 
.our belo,·ed friends ; not by relating our zeal, alHvity_ 
or fuccefs: we can cinly fay that up·on the whole we 
have not forgot our errand, and, though we have great 
reafon to bemoan our un:fi.tnefs for fo g~_eat a work, yet 
we have been doing fom:ething: but I wifu to encourage 
you by the recollection of what Goo has :wrou~ht. 
'When the Society was firft eil:abliihed, many were 
the doubts whether it would not be crufued in its. in­
fancy; but it has now.il:ood for a con:fiderabie _time, and 
it~ fuccefs, though not equal to its wifhes, is not how:: 
ever fo finall as to be imperceptible. Many thoufands 
have heard the word of the Gofpel from our mouths, 
and the name of CHRIST begins to be kno;~vn in feveral 
parts of the country: Seven of the na;tives we hope 
~re indeed converted, and another miffionary is now 
fafely arrived. Perhaps a more proper fpot to make a 
large fland for the f pr~ad of the Gofpel could have 
fcarce1y been cho{en. This is a fituation fo· centraf, 
that had we fufficient men, and proper means, the 
Gofpel mightwitheafe, and fmall expence, be fent from 
hence through all Hindojian, Perjia, Boutan, A.ffam, 
&n4 what are generally call~d the ~jemahl Hills, on. 

the 
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the weft of the Ganges; and were a proper plan adopt~ 
ed, all the education neceffary for this extenfive de:fign, 
might be obtained in one fituation in this country, and 
a connexion with .the miffion here be regularly and 
invariably maintained. The importance of a proper 
and pralt.icable plan of education, not for the children of 
the natives only, but for the children of the miflionari.e~ 
alfo (fome ofwhoin it i3 to be hoped might in time be 
converted by the grace of Gon, arid become miffionariea. 
theinfelves, or be otherwife ferviceable in the miffion} 
is obvious; not to mention the almoft nece:ffity of 
females, well qualified, to communicate the gof pel of 

.· CI;iRIST in a fituation where fuperftition fecludes all the 
women of refpeltability from hearing the word, unlefa 
from their own fex; and 'the advantage which would 
arife from many being embarked together in fuch a. 
caufe • to our own fouls, when. the numbers engaged 
would all add to the impetus of each particular foul. 

l!ldependent of thefe confiderations, the nece:ffity 
of having proper perfons to 'carry on the work in cafe 
of our death, or any other oCCl1,Trence in providence 
which 1night remove us from the work ; and the im­
portance of the number of immortal fouls to whom we 
have accefs, require a ftrengthening· of our caufe. 

The numerous rivers of Hindojlan are admirably 
calculated for excurfions, which might be made in 
fmall boats, each of which would coft about forty rupee;:;. 
fitting up and all, and be manned by three men. 

I am afraid of frightening the Society with the ap­
pearance of large expences, or I ihould fay fomething 
about printing the New Tefla.rnent. I am. now 

• ioing down to Ca/c1ata, and intend to make, th~ 
neceifary 



necefl'ary enquiries about the expence of pri.ntihg it 
here; but it ftrikes me that a pref::!, new types, and 
a miffionary printer, all fent from England, will favc at 
leaft a thonfa.nd pounds in printing ten thoufand copies ; 
but this I intend more precifely to afcertain. A prefa 
here would be an invaluable bleffing to us-iHhonld be 
accompanied with Bengal, Arabic, and Englifu letter, 
or the lall: might be omitted, as the Society fuould find 
it moft convenient. 

I am now Ieaming the fhanfcrit language, that I may , 
be able to read their fhafters for myfelf; and I have 
acquired fo much of the Hindee, or Hindoibnee, as to 
c01werfe in it, and preach for fome time intelligibly. 
This is but a jargon indeed, yet it is the current language 
ofall the weft from Rajemahl to 'Delhi, and perhapa 
farther, though more and more mixed with the Perfian 
as it advances towards that country. With this I can 
be underfrood nearly all over Hindoflan, and even the' 
language of Ceylon has fo much affinity wit?- that of 
Be11gal, that out of twelve words; with the Iittiejha11fcrit 
that I know, I can underftand five or fix. 

You will all individually accept of my chriftian 
love, and let me intreat you, not to be weary in well 
doing, for in due feafon you fuall undoubtedly reap it 
you faint not. 

I am very affeaionately yours, 

,v. c .... aEv~ 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. C-, Leicefler. 

Ri-ver Ganges, Dec. 7-6, 1796. 

I HA VE received two letters frorf\ you to whofe 
elates, being on a }ourney, I cannot r.efer. I feel my­

felf 
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felf much rejoiced tbat the church under·your care; 
which is fo dear to my heart, is fo comfortably fettled,­
ancl in a. prorpcrous 11:a.te; nothing would more afililt 
me than to hear of that church being in a difordered or 
declining condition. 

Your having entered upon the paftora.1 office over 
that people of whom I at prefent am one, induces me 
to write to yoµ with the more freedom; and efpecially 
as I am unknowi;i to you in a great meafure, and you 
alfo to me ; fo that no fufpicion can poffibl y arife of pre• 
judice either for or againft you perfonally; nor indeed 
of'any thing elfe, but a de~re that your labour:; may be 
uf eful, and the prof perity of thDfe dear people permanent. 

Let then, my dear brother, the inte,e,fts of that 
church be firfl: in your heart, and purf ue them before: 
every other objelt; indeed, confider every other ohje~ 
as only proper to be purfued for that end. Leicefter ia 
that part of the Lord's U:niverfal intereft which you are 
called more immediately to fuperintend. All your 
affeaion, effotts, time, talents, improvements, gifts, 
fhould • therefore be in a manner concentrated there ; 
and you muft confider that church as a peculiar charge 
with which the Lord has entrufted you for his glory. 
Two objelh, my dear brother, lie before you; viz. the 
JNc1tEASE and RESPECTABILITY of the church; and 
both are of the utmoft importance : in order to thefe 
two great ends being accompliihed, all your exertions, 
and prudence will be neceifary: it will be neceffary in 
order to win fouls, that you fhould be in earneft to dci 
it, and that your earne\lnefs fhould be mixed with ali 
the benevoient affeclions, fd as to appear before man­
kind. Earnefrnefs will lead to ftudy, and a clofe atteri-­
tion to import.wt truth, as conneeted with ail its confe-

• Z z; quenc@s. 
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qil'IA~el. lt~(p~aability in 1\1inifter~ tends to 1ilake 
t~ peoft~ refped:ed arnong other ch\uthes; but their 
true refpetbbility confifts in their fpirituality, holinefs, 
love, and growth in knowledge and grace : fhould a 
minifter .be deficient in any of thefe, or fhould he 
be enthufiaftical, or formal, the people of his charge 
1nu-ft be e1tul'!.~tly fofferers thereby, jn their befl and 
1noft importa.tlt interefts. Afteltion, diligence, holi­
ne!s, 'll.nd found judgmen.t in :t minifler, have an amaz­
it1g il'l.fttiehce on a people; at'l.d as, in diifentin·g con­
gregations, a minifter is cltofen by the people, and' 
retained only by their fuff'rage, it is to be infer~ed; that 
t'!ieir minds arc akin to his, and that there is a fimilaritf 
ot viem and praliices. 

"Being 'lmknown to you~ and ftill retaining an un".' 
dying aff'et'lion for the people with whom you are, I 
have taken: the liberty to fpeak my fentiments thua 
freely: arid one more obft:t\l'ation I may make, 'which 
I have fuWld very ufeful to myfelf; that is, highly prize 
the counfel and friendfuip of other minifters, efpetially 
thofe of the greateft eminence: It ,vas one of the 
greateft privileges of my life to be favored with the 
kind advice, and kinder correttions of fuch men, and 
their friendiliip Wai a jewel which I ca'nnot too highly 
prize. 

I rejoice that dif'cipline is maintained.. I hope all 
the focial meeting& are kept up alfo, and that the re,.; 
viva1 which was begun in the Spirit, will be carried on 
in the Spirit alfo, 

My love to all the people, I forbear to mention 
names, for all are dear to me. • Chriftian refpeas to· 
Mri, c-. • 
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From Mr. ·CAREY. 

'((,) TliE CHUB.ea OF C:HRIST, Ml:ETINO IN RAD.V:iY 4 

LANE, LEICESTER, 

Haogley River (nearMoarjhadabad), Dec. 30, 1796. 

Beloved in the Lord Jast,s, 

WHILE I live, I trufr, I can never forget thofe 
feafons of fweet communion which I enjoyed whi.i~ I 
was with you; the relifh of which now attends m~ 
fometimes, ev~n in thefe folitary parts of the world, 
where 'the extremes of fi.tuation are p~rceived, u;a. ;J 

degree beyond your conception ; though I hope nothin@; 
that I may fay will ever be thought li~e tl;te intimati.011 
of a wi!h to defert my poft ;-no, I have fet my h;md 
and heart to this plough, and truft that I thall die in thi.i 
be.loved work. 

Yet, dear brethren, 1 wifh to make yo:u fenfible how 
great the bleflings of chriftian fociety- are; and what 
unfpeakable obligations y:ou are under to a gracious GoD, 
for caft1ng your lot in fo fair a part of his inheritance, 
When !)Umbers meet in love to ferve the Lord, how 
many things are there conf piring to raife the heart to a 
pitch 0f devotion, and pleafure, which a folitary place 
denies ?-You read each 6thers countenances, and each 
infpirei another with pleafure, devotion, and joy; your 
frequent meetings for prayer and praife, how animating 
to your fouls!--llow great thefe privileges are I can 
efr:i.mate better ,than you. If we meet, it is after a long 
journey of twenty mj.\es : more fatiguing than forty in 
England: when met, and all together, we are a chmch 
.eonfifting of fi-v~ members ; fometimeli we preach in 
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:Englifh to a congregation tefs than twenty ; and all the 
land befides brimful of idolatry, worldlinefa. and ig­
norance extreme! Some nativ-es ~nquire after. the Lord; 
but in general ~he frupidity of the poor, the enthufiafin 
and fully of thofe who are better informed: the many 
fears which we, who are poifelfed of a godly jealouf y 
for the converted natives, feel at every appearance of 
coJdnefs, or miftake iq theri~, are.all enough to freeze 
the warmeft foul. 

But you encourage each other infenfibly: ,an,d 
while nwnbers. all together walk ~n Zion's ways, your 
hearts are warmed you know not how ; and a fire and 
cloud is perceived over the affemblics of Mount Zion : 
indeed, to ufe a cold metaphor, fociety contributes to 
the growth of grace as inction increafes the b.ulk of a 
fnow ball, which rolis and rolls ~long, and gathers more 
and m,ore, till -it becomes from a fir\all handful, au . 
enor~ous mafs; or, like a confluence of fmall fiream,., 
each of which alone may_ fertilize a fmall fpot of land; 
~ut ~l unit~ fon~ a vaft river, which furniibe:s c01n--ey­
ance of riches from evety part, for thoufands of miles_, 
and all at laft is landed in fome great city, to the opuience 
of which, when united, every ftream con.tributes; • but 
all would be almoft ufelefs if fepar.ate.;-fo every chrif .. 
tian, while in an unconnected ftate, may be of little 
ufe: but all united, form a torrent like the·Ganges, which 
rolls on with majeftic uninterruptibk force till it conveyii 
its waters to the great ocean. 

Your privileges are gr.eat : but, dear brethren, be 
individually careful to occupy in your· places ; many 
rivers, fame greater, fomefmaller,fall into the Gang.es; 
but if. only one /mall jiream dries up, it ha:s an cffelt 
upon the v.;holr.; if many, or if ftreams· ~.co.?fiderab~ 

magnitude 
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magnitude fail, the navigation of the great river is ob .. 
ftrucl:ed, and all the fields mourn for a thoufand mile~ 
or more: fo, dear brethren, be very careful each one 
to fill up your refpell:ive places, that a large tribute of 
glory may redound to our •moft gracious Savior and 
Redeemer. It may not be a matter of much mement 
what fome of us individually can do, of either good or 
evil ; as the Tanguan, N ago re, and an hundred fmall 
rivers in this country, are of little confequence; bu~ 
the honor of the Ganges is of great confequence, to 
whi~h every ffieam contributes; fo you, all flowing to­
gether, your hearts are enlarged, and greater glory re­
dounds to the great Redeemer; becaufe the Church 
is that which contributes to fpread abroad the glorious 

. Savi.or's fame, 

It is a very pleafing circumftance that you were fo 
foon provided with another pafto8; and that he is ap~ 
proved, and efteemed univerf.tlly: you will not fuppofc 
him to be more than a I11an, either in point of abilities, 
or' impeccability; he is but a fell ow mortal with your­
felv·es; he may be overtaken, but muft not be hafilly 
condemned; he may be an excellent preacher, but he 
will not always preach alike, nor will you always hear 
alike; he therefore muft not be deferted, nor idolized. 
Remember, if be preach GoD's word, you.are bound to 
honor him, very high! y indeed for his work's fake; and. 
if it does not fuit any ones tafte, let fuch an one examine 
himfelf whetlwr there-be not fomething in his own heart, 
~hich: d~es not co~dially coincide with the word of 
GOD • 

. ' In fhort, live in LOVE, C\,ltivate DISCIPLINE; conn~ 
J~r yourfelves as at the difpofal of GoD, and never go 
Jelua~n~,y aboui al\y tblng which ht comµ1ands yo:u, wb,o 
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fa triilingly laid dowt'l his life to deliver you (roll\ the 
Jowell J1eU. And, dear brethren, pray for Ui, that we 
may be ufeful in this i1nportant fituation, where provi. 
df'nce has placed us: and I have alfo to intreat you to 
difmifs me from you to the church of CHRIST m'eeting 
-at Mudnabatty, or iljewhere, Beugal; this I requeft in 
love, that all things may be done decently and accor .. 
ding to the gofpel order, which OU? Lord JEsus Cu:a.xsr 

llbas appointed. 

My love to you evety one, and particularly to· all 
your dear officers ; may you he prefetved in love and 
pea.ce, to the coming of our dear Lord JEsus. 

Yours alfeElionately, 

w. CARET. -

Mr. CAREY to Mr. p_:.__; LeiujJer. 

Hoogley Ri-ver ( near Pla.ffey ), Jan,. 'Z, 1797• 

WE are all weil, through much mercy, My 
~hole fa1nily enjoy much better health than we did at' 

our firft coining, though excepting- three or four at­
tacks of biliom; fevers, which are very common, and 
to which I am fomething addiol:eq, l ha,•e had better 
healtli th~n when I was in England. 

I have written about the Miffion to fo many, that 
I fha11 not repeat it here; only, as I have been often 
defired to fay fomething of our conferences wit-h the 
natives, I will juft t~ll you a little of my proceedings 
y~rday, efpeciaHya~ itisfrefuonmymemory. Being 
:µird':i Day, I lay to at a place eaHed R1mgamutry, 
find in the morning w~t to -a o.~ighbori:Qg village, 

c"lled 
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eiilled Untop1Jrt, where I had a good congregation; 
thty howe1er told me that they fhould be glad to heat 
in the evening, when fome Brainins would have noti~ 
and come to heat artdjudge. I accordingly went, and 
the people began to' gather foo'n; at laG: one Bramin 
rnade his appearance, with whom I entered into 
difcourfe, prefently others came, and in a little time I 
had a congregation greater than could poffibty hear 
my words; I altered my· ufoal m·ethod of preaching 
from a pa:lfag;e of fcripture, ~ecaufe the gofpel' found 
had never been heard here; and began by faying, Bra:. 
rnins, 1 have many things of great importance !o fay, 
and· I wifu you to attend, and give your advice; to 
which they aifented. I then faid, " Can you inform 
me~ how a :finner can poffibly obtain falvation?" They 
anf wered, "Every people have ·their own fhafters, and 
their own kind ofholinefs: attend to the proper work re­
commende"d by the fhafters of your country.'' I anf wer-­
ed, " Holinefs. confifts in the difpofi.tion of the heart; 
Goo is holy: if my mind is like him, this I think is 
holinefs, if unlike him this is unholy; but how can a 
finner be reconci.led to an holy Gou ? As to all the of-
ferings and facrifi.ces which can be made by rriens 
hands, you know. that many perfons offer them who 
are the fame day guilty of whoredom, lying, and many 
evil praetices; therefore all this, which your fhafters 
call holinefs, may be done by unholy men."-They 
anfwered, " True." I then faid, " I am a :finner, and I 
know that there are only two places for mankind after 
death, heaven and hell: but I cannot bear the torments 
of hell: what mu.ft I do? and what muft you all 
do?" They enquired, of what fin I had been guilty? 
I told th-em," Many; but particularly that my heart 
was impregnated with fin; as pride, envy, wrath, and 
the like." They faid, I muft forfake fin: I faid, 

"Will 
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.,, Will this· makt amends for my i,afl: guilt? Suppofe 
• man guilty of murder was to live a peaceable- life 
always afterwards, will that expiate his guilt?" I 
believe they really thought that I had murdered fomc­
body, and that the guilt of murder lay heavy on my 
mind ; for they a{ked if I wanted to know what was a 
proper atonement for murder? I told them that all 
:fins were great in God's fight, and that, I atked what 
would be a: proper atonemeut for fin in general; they 
-told me feveral accounts of the murder of bramins 
being expiated, but I made fuch obje_l'lions to the va• 
lidity of foch atonements, _that they were all much 
puzzled. I then faid, " Bramins, I have examined, 
and I think it of the greateft importance to difcover a 
proper -wa. y to life ; for not only am I a finner,. but, 
from what I..fec, all mankind are fo too; _what muft 
we all do? I have examined your fhafters. but can 
find no way upon which I dare depend; nor_ would I 
have you depend on any fuch meth~d. Firft, faid I, 
your debtas (idols) cannot fave, for I find, from your 
!hailers, that they are as much the enemies of God 
_and righteoufnefa as men are. Seeb, faid I, you know, 
()nee fuewed a very wicked mind ; when th~ fea was 
churned for the Amreeta, or Ambrofia, you know that 
l'Varaion, appeared in a very beautiful female form, and 
that Seeb was fo captivated, as to propofe to turn away 
his two wives, and renounce all his religion for one 
~mbrace. Naraion, alfo, on the ·fame occafion, you 
know, ftole the Amreeta, and though both the Soars•, 
and Afoors t, had labored to chum the fea, yet he gave 
none of it tq the Afoors. Khriflno, you know was a. 

notorious whoremonger ; and in fact I find that none 
CJf them are the friends of God ; but if they were, and 

' Soou, ccleftial deities, t Asoou, infc.nals·, 

alto 
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al fo their power was as great as you fay, yet if the mafter 
(Gon) was angry, how could they, who are o~ly fervanti, 
help us finners ?-I alfo read, faid I, that Vi.Jhnoo waa 
incarnate nine times, and will be a tenth; but why? 
Not to fave ftnners ! " I here recited the reafons alledg~ 
ed by the fhafters for thefe incarnations; but, faid I; 
" If all this is true, yet there is no way of life revealed 
io your fhafters; but what muft we all do? what way 
is there? how can :finners be faved ?" At this all were 
:filen~, and confounded. I then told them, that if they 
could not tell me, I would tell them; and that Gon, 
who h~d permitted the _Hindoos to :fink into a fea o{ 

darknefs, had at length commiferated them; and fent 
me and my colleagues to pteach life to them~ 

t then told them of CHRIST, his death, his perfon, 
his love, his being the furety of :finners, hia power to 
fave, &c. and exhorted them earoeftly and a:ffelt1on­
atel}'" to come to h~m. 

Effects were various; one man came before I had 
well done, and wanted-to fell ftockings to me; but I 
fint him away, by fpeaking of the Sabbath, and our 
obligation to. ktep it holy : others wifhed me to ftay 
_another day~ that they might hear tnore ; I promifed 
to fee them on my return, and left them. My love 
to all friends, 

Yours, &c. 
,v. CanT, 

At ft CoMMITTEE MEETING held at KETTERING; 

Augufl 2.9, 1797· 

LETTERS from India being read, the fol1owing; 
tefolutioni. were paired unanimoufly: 

3 A I. 'fhat 



I. That our brethren having, in a difinterefled 
manner, declined their ordinary income from us, at~ 
time when they thought they cou1d do without it; and 
,·arious unforefeen occurrences having fince occurred, 
which render it necelfary that we afford them fubftan­
tial aiiiflance-tbe arrears of the falary, which for a 
time they have rnluntarily declined, be made good by 
the Society'. 

II, That fifty pounds be added to the above, for the 
ufe of brother FouNTAIN~ from the time of his arrival 
to November 7, 1797~ 

III. That we feel aa.xiou:O.y concerned to comply 
with our brethrens requel.l: of fending MORE MISSION• 

.A.RIES; but that at prefent there is either want of fuit­
able perfons who are willing to go, or fuch qi:fficultia:s in 
their way as cannot be furm,ounted. 

IV. That the moue of future, fubfiil:ence be left t~ 
the difcretion of brother CAREY, with whom we ,wil~ 
cheerfully co-operate to the utmoft of our power. 

MISSION To CORNWALL. 

THE encouraging circumftances ~ttending 
the Miffion to the county of Cornwall the lafl year, 
induced the Society to refolve on fending two of our 
brethren to itinerate there this year alfo. Seep. 305. 

Accordingly brother STEADMAN left Broughton, on 
Monday, 'July 3, and having preache!,l at Salijbury on 
his way, met brother Fa1.NKLIN at Exeter, on the 
Tuefday evening-there they both preadied on the 
'Wednefday-on the Thurfday they went on to Ply­
mouthandPlynouthDock, where theyfpent the re:fidue of 
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this week,and the followi~g they cntrr('d on their Ja;bon 
in Cornwall; where they conf nued for nect,1J eight 
weeks, preaching, not only on Lord's-days, but, for the 
moil: part, every evening in the week d;iys, and fome­
times on the morningB alfo. Nearly the fame tract waa 
,taken as \aft year; but fome places they vinted, nr which 
they either did not know lafi fummer, or to which they 
then had no oppor\unityof going-fuch were thefollowin~: 

Town or Village. -

Stratton, 
Bc~nicott, 
Wheal Virgin, 
Pool, 
Hay\, 
Gulville, 
Bofkenna, 
St. Michael's Mount, 
Gwinear, 
.Wall, 
.Goldfithny, 
Kirley, 
-Twelveheads, 
Blifsland, 
Polgooth, 
Weil Looe, 
Breage, 

Place of Preaching, 

Malt Houfe, 
Private Houfe, 

No. of Hearer,. 

Out of Doors, 
Street, 

• Methodi:fl Meeting, 
Horfe Block, 
Private Houfe, 
A Loft, 
Street, 
Methodift Meeting, 
Street, 
Methodi.fl: :Meeting, 
Garden, 
Methodifr Meeting, 
Ditto Ditto, 
Independent Ditto, 
Street, 

60 

40 

1500 

zso 
Soo 

80 
80 

70 
500 

500 

600 

800 

5::io 

zoo 
JOO 

150 

In forneof thefe piaces preaching was, till our breth­
ren·vifited them, a thing unknown; however, great at­
tention was paid to the word of life, and (with the ex­
ception of one place) they met with no difrurbance in 
their work from their hearers; on the contrary, they re­
ceived the thanks of many, accompanied with prei!ing 
}nvitations to renew their vifit: but their greateft encou.,. 
ragement arofe from their difcovering that the la.ft year's 
miffion had been attended with the moil happy confe­
q uences ·to feveral perfons, one of whom has £.nee died 
i;1 the Lord; two more adorn a profeffion they ha,-e 
,nade of CHRIST, and others who haye not yet joine,l 
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theinfelves to any chriftian focietyt giv~ room (or hop~ 
that they are among the people whon\ tlie Lord ha11•' 
~alled by his grace. 

In the whole, Oltr bretluen were itinerating for be­
tween nine and ten weeks, in which fpace they preached 
above one hundred and fifty difcour(es ; and on theit 
return made to the Society the following remarks : 

"We are fullyofopinion, that further Miffions fimi­
lar to ours would be likely to do increafing good to the 
caufe of religion. We hope the few inftances of the 
fuccefs of laft yearf s efforts, which have come to light. 
g,1; they have fu:fficiently fatisfied us that our labor wai; 
not quite in vain, fo they will convince our patrons, and 
the friends of religion, and of the Society~ that the ex-' 
pence has not been thrown away. 

" But we frill think that, were it pracl:icable, (orrie­
thing of a more permanent nature fhoulcf be attempted; 
as was ftated in our laft year's journal. 

" We have addjtional reafon to blefs Go:o for the· 
affi.ftance afforded us, as we have met with no accident; 
never been confined nor inter~pted by illnefs ; nor, as 
.we have reafon to think, done ourfelves, by our frequent 
exertions, the leaft injury .-Again, therefore, we fet to 
our feal, •• Faithfur is he that bath promifed-.As thy -
day, Jo Jhall thy flrength be." 

N. B. The Society have alfo encouraged village 
preaching in Hampjhire, Oxfordjhire, and Warwick .. 
Jhire, as may be feen by referring to the APPENDIX to 
No. IV. wher~ the pecuniary affairs of the Society, for 
the laft three years, are laid before the public. 

FINIS, 



Pe'riodical Accounts,, 

RELATIVE TO THE 

BAPTIST 

MISSION SOCIETY._ 

EXTRACTS FROM: LETTERS 
8.!:CEJVJ:D 1'ROM 

OUR BRETHREN IN INDI~ 
Frpn March, 1797, to January, 1798. 

Mr. CAREY, t9 Mr. F-. -, Kettering. 

Mudnabatty, M•rch 23, 17?7• 

Y

. OUR'S of May 2, 12, I 3, 26, Sep. I, Oct. I I, ult. 
I received a few days fince, for which I very fin-

1::erely thank you. The contents are both plealing. and 
painful. It rejoices my heart much to hear of our brethren 
in Scodand having fo liberally _fet themfdves to encourage 
·the Miffions, and that on two accounts, independent of the 
pecuniary affifiance which they afford. Firil, the unequi­
vocal proof which it gives of their he-~rtily coinciding with 
the miffion plan; and fecondly, the great affiil:ance which 
muil: be derived to the work in a.nfwer to their prayers. 
The acquilition of a new multitude of helper~, all pourin~ 
out their l·equefis to G9d for f UCCCIS on OU{ undertaking_s, 
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by lancl in this ·country muft be carried on men's fhou1ders. 
On one horfc was the 'Jinkof led by tw<;> men, notwitb­
fl:anding which he was fometimes firfl:, fometimeg lafl:, and 
fometimes turning round; his horfe being ungovernable. 
Every mile or two he was flopping to drink fpirits. A 
Hindoo on another horfe was much like him, except in 
drinking; ancl yve had enough t'o do to keep our" horfes out 
of their way ; to effect which we were always wheeling t<> 
the right or left, 

At oµr approaching the town a number of females met 
u~ and made their falem *; after which they ran before the 
hpr(es, ;md all t_he inh;ibitants of the place, l iliould fuppofc 
tQ the numbi:r of two or three thoufand, joined the pr~ 
q:fl,ion. 

We wept in this manner to the Sooba_h's houfe, who r~ 
ci;ived_ µs_ with. great politenefs, and made us prefents of 
filk, viz. a white fcarf in the name of the Grand Lama, a 
.,-ed one in his own name, and another red one in the name 
pf a friend. After receiving the prefents we afcended the 
la_dder'to his houfe~ which was like the 'Jinkoj's, but much 
longer and more degant. It had four rooms on the upper 
floor, which were entirely covered with mats. At the far~ 
ther end of the principal room was the feat of the Soohah1 

r-!iJed_ about two feet from the floor, covered with red cloth, 
and hung round with thin ga1,1ze curtains. Here we were 
.feated by the Soobah, On two fides of the fame room were 
feats for the fervants, raifed about fix inches from the floor; 
and, like the Soobah's, made with phnks of Saul-timber, 
b1,1t covered with fackcl<;ith. A window of about a foot 
deep, made of lattice-work, ran throughout the two lides1 

on which the fervants' feats were placed, there only heir.g 
the outward walls : and a curtain of white cotton cloth was 
pl;iced jufl: above the window. On this curtaiu were hm:g 

• • The comm,on w.1y of lhewing ref pea in In.Ii•, p:rfurmeJ liy putti,1; 
lhe hand to the he~d and ~ently [,Qwini;. • 



fl.iclds and helmets, and under it m:itch-locks, bows ancl 
an-ows. The under part of the houfe ferves for a fiable, 
&..:. 

The genuine politene[s and gentleman .. likc hchaviour of 
rile Soobah exceeded every thing that we could have ima­
gined, and his generofity was afronifhing. He infified on 
fopplying all our people with every thing they wanted : 
and if we did but cafi our eyes on any objell: in the room 
he immediately prefented us with one of the fame fort. In­
deed he feemed to interpret our looks before we were 
aware, and in this manner he prefented each of us that night ' 
with a fword, fhield, and helmet ; alfo a cup made of a 

very light beautiful wood, ufed by all the Booteas in drink- · 
ing. Perceiving that we admired. the wood, he gave us • 
a large log of it, which appears like fir, with a very dark 
beaatiful grain. It is full of refin or turpentine, and burns 
like a candie, if cut into thin llices, and ferves tor that ufe. ' 

In eating, the Soo/;ah imitated our manners fo quickly 
:md exactly, that he appeared as free as if he had fpent his 
life with Europeans, though he had never feen any of 
them before. We ate his food, though I confefs the idea 
of the Jinkif'• bacon made me eat rather Cparingly. 

We then talked about BooT AN, and about the Gofpel,. 
md the appellation of Lama was given to us, which ap-- · 
pears to mean Teacher, and which title is by them empha­
ric:uly given to the Grand Lama. 

\Ve fow1d that he had determined to give the people a. 
teftimony of his friendihip for us in a public manner, and 
the next day was fued on to perform the ceremony in our • 
tent on the market place. Accordingly we got infirull:ed 
in the nece!fury etiquette, and informed him that as we-­
were only come a fhort journey to fee the country we, 
~-e,~ not pro,·ided with Engli{h cloths, &c. for prefents,. 



~&(j 
... e,.o,, • 

'The time being come however, we were waitecf on br 
the Soobah, followed by all his fervants, both Booteas and­
Hindoos. Beeing feated we exchanged each five rupees, 
an<l five pieces of betel, in fight of the whole town. And 
having chewed betel for the firft time in our livesy we em• 

braced three times in the Eaitern manni;;r, and then iliook 
hands in the Englifh manner. After which he made-each 
·of us a prefent of a piece of rich Debang, wrought witll 
gold, a Bootan blanket, and the tail of an animal called th~ 
Choar Cow. 

When the ceremony was over we were condatl:ed to 
the Soobah' s houfe, where we found another officer; l believe 
the Vakeel or attorney of the court below the hills. This 
man was juft the reverfe of all we had feen. He had been 
to Calcutta, and was a man of great confequence in -his 
own eyes. He fat on the Soobah's feat like a fl:atue, not 
i:ifing when we entered, which the Soobah, a much greatei:: 
man, always did. When we fat down he began a long dif­
courfe with the others in the Bootan language, which, as 
we did not undedl:and, we alfo talked to each other i.., En. 
glifh. All this time a fer.vant, by his orders, held a lighted 
torch juft in our faces that he might fl:are at us. He then 
a_fked how many fervants we kept; and whether we had a 
tent ? This was to fee whether we were great men or 
not. Our anfwers were very brief, and did not give him 

, fatisfacl:ion. After exchanging a few angry words witli 
the Soobah, he took his leave abruptly. The Soobah was 
then tranfported with rage, and threatened him dreadfully. 
He tore off his upper garment, feized a Crefa, (a kind of 
dagger) ftuck it into the table, beat his breaH:, threatened 
to go after him and kill him ! \Ve tried tQ appeafe him, 
and were fuccefsfu.l. • 

We declined going up the hills, as we fou~d it was ne.. 
~dfary to wait for an order from Pargong, the feat of th~ 
Peli:w-Rajah, (who is a kind_ of minifter of ftate to ta~. 
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l>ib-Rtrjob) ol' f,frhits to have waited till an anfwer ft~ 
1"etutned from the Dib-Rajah himldf~ whof~ paiace, if w<l 
*ete not mifinfonned, is at Tajfofaodon; 

Our people were much afraid: for though the Hindoo~ 
had till now exprelTed the greatcfl confidehce in the gen.; 
tlenefs of the Booteas, yet they now· began to propagate a 
great number of bloody tales; and nothing was talked of but 
the infincerity of the Booteas. As for ou.rfelves we were 
not quite fo timid, though we were not without our cogi.;. 
tations. We, however, told them ,to run away for their 
live5, if any danger.appeared. For fear of wild elephants, 
&c, we had taken a guh or two; but we ordered that no 
gun !hould be loaded, nor any additional care whatever 
ma!":ifefted, though we were certain th·e people would not 
·neep much that night. \Ve then cotnmendetl ourfelves to 
God in prayer, and fiept till morni\lg,· In· the morning 
the Soobab came with his ufual friendlbip and brought more 
prefents, which we received, and took our leave. He fent 
us away with every honour that he could heap upon us, 
as a ba.7d of mufic, guides to £hew us the way, &c. In 
fhort, the whole of his con.duel: towards us ·was invariably 
as generous, polite, a.'1d friendly as I ever witnelTed. I 
fuppofe the above conducl: of the Vakeel arofe from hi_s. 
thinking himfolf to be a great man, and fomewhat flighted 
in not having any prcfent from us; but in truth we had 
nothing to prefent. The Soobah propofed paying us a vifit 
in a little time. ShmJld he do this, I hope to irn prove the 
interview for the great end of fettling a miffiort in that 
country. 

So great a contrail: I have never before feen between 
two neighbouring nations as the Booteas and Hindoos. The" 
latter are fmall puny fearful people ; the former athletic 
and fearlefs. They have a great curiofity. We gave 
them feveral articles, as a looking-glafs, a pocket compafs~ 
&c. which were ex.,mineft in every point c;f view. 
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They have a written language, and I am informed many 
books written in it. The names of the letters are the ~me 
as the Bengallee, with a few exceptions, and are written 
in the fame order, with only this difference, that the Ben­
gallees have five letters in a line of the alphabet, but the 
Booteas only four. I am to be fornilhed with a. Bootea 
Moonihi, and Mr. Thomas with another, 

,BooT AN is a very large country fubjecl to the Dih­
Rajah. The Lama Goroo, as they call him, is, I think, 
only conlidered as a reprefentative of God; and they have 
bis image in their houfes, about the lize of a large man's 
thumb. The Soobah faid, " There was a greater ohjeli of 
worjhip,. who_ could only be feen hy the mind, " 

.I have been with the printer at Calcutta, to confult him 
about the expence of printing the New Tefl:ament, which 
is now tranllated, and may be got ready forth~ prefs in a 
little time. It has undergone one correction, but mufr 
undergo feveral more. I employ a Pundit merely for this 
purpofe; with him .I go, through the whole in as exact a 
manner as I can, He judges of the fiyle and fyntax, and 

• I of the faithfulnefs of the tranflation. I have, however, 
tranflated feveral chapters together which have not required 
any alteration whatever in the fyntax: yet I al ways fub­
mit this article entirely to his judgment". I can alfo, by 
hearing him read, ju~ge whether he underihnds his fob­
jecl, by his accenting, reading properly, and laying the 
emphalis on the right words. If he fails, I immediately 
f ufpecl: the tranflation, though it is not an eafy matter for 
an o~dinary reader to 1ay the ernphafis_properly in reading 
Bengallee, in which there is no pointing at all. 

The New Teflament will ~ake 600 pages of letter prels 
in ocl:avo, 'which the printer agrees to print at one ana 

( about two-pence) per fheet, and to cut a new font of 

3C 





37° ......... 
and I hope will do, though it is the rains that try European 
conititutions, which begin about the 10th of June. ,He is 
alive in the thiugs of God, and helps us much. 

Tha1: a conliderable number of additional Miffionaries 
are necelfary I am fully perfuaded, and that if fomething 
like what I have propofed in my lail: letter could be done, 
it would be an incalculable advantage to the undertaking. 
This million fhould be ftrengthened as much as poffible, 
as its fituation is fuch as may put it in our power eventu­
ally of fprcading the Gofpel through the greateft part of 
Alia, and almoft all the nece:lfary languages may be learn­
ed here. 

I hope the failure of the African miffion mill teach us 
more and more: though we have always made it a point 
to avoid every word or action that looks like intermed­
dling with politics.· We have no difpofition to do it. And 
if we were at all diffatisfied (which we are -not) yet it is 
a matter of confcience with me to be fubmiffive to the 
powers that are, for the time being: fo-that let my opi­
ni.ons about the heft 'mode of government be what they 
•might, yet the Bible teaches me to aa as a peaceful fub­
ject, under that government which is eftablifued where 
Providence has placed, or ever may place me; provided 
that government does not interfere in religious matters fo 
as to conilrain my confcience : in that cafe I think it my 
duty peaceably to obey God rather than men, and abide 
by all co11fequences. 

Your's &c. 

w. c. 





nble to comprehend my intention. Perhaps the length of 
time that I have preached to the people at Mudnabatty, 
every clay, and the little fuccefs attending my labours, 
may induce me to think them more ignorant than t]1ey are 
in reality. Sometimes indeed I almoft fink into guilty 
difcouragement : but at other times I think perhaps God 
is employing me as a pioneer to clear the way for fome 
more ufeful perfon. If fo, my labours·will not be altoge­
ther ufelefs : and this encourages me to go on talking, 
preaching, and tFanflating. I particularly hope the latter 
may be of fubftantial ufe; and I almoft grudge the time 
employed in writing I<rtters, becaufe it takes me off from 
my delightful work. The new Tdl:ament and Penta,. 
teuch ·will be tranflated and.correaed before this reaches 
you : after which I intend to begin the Pfalms and Pro­
phets, and to take the hiftorical parts laH of all. 

I am fully of opinion that this miffion fhould be il:rength­
.ened as much as potlible ; and that to this end more mif­
fionaries fho.uld be fent to us. It is impoflible that three 
perfons ihould be able fo to exert them(elves as to be con,.. 
fpicuous to the natives. Only imagine England to be in 
the fi.tuation of Bengal',; without public roads, inns, or any 
other conveniences for travelling; without a poft, except 
for the.letters of the nobility ; without the benefit of print­
ing, and abforbed iri. the monkilh fuperftition of the IIth 
cent~ry--. that in this fi.tuation two or three .IP-en arrive 
from Greenland, to preach the gofpel to the Engli!h, an<l 
ior that purpofe fettle at N ewcaft le-upon .. Tyne-that they 
are 4nder a neceffity of labouri11g for a living; and have to 
fpend 1m,ch of their ti~e in tranflating the fcriptures ; and 
you will be able to form fome idea of 01.1r fi.tu;tion. To 
,-emove thefe difficulties as much as poffible, we need more 
miffionaries, whom we may be able to fend out to preacp. 
in r.egµlar rotation ; while others fray a+ home to manage 
our domellic affairs, infirua the children, fuperintend tN: 
fdiools, tr,mfl3te the fcriptures~ and carry 011 the woriliip 







to die info glorious a caufe. But communications rcfpecl:­
ing our feveral motions may and will tend much to excite 
our diligence and valour. You, being employed in an 
a8:ive part of the battle, will have much to communi­
cate : I, being in a fituation where action muft necelfa­
rily he more contracted, may perhaps have little to fa)'· 
till I inform you of the entire conqueft of the poft. 

A writer in the Evangelical ,Magazine has gjveil me 
much encouragement; and, according to his calculations, 
I am actually expelling that the next letters from Europe 
or the next after them, at furthell, will give me an ac­
count that Jehovah has triumphed gloriouOy, and that 
Babylon the Great is fallen indeed. After which Mal;}P- • 
medanifm cannot ftand long; at which time I expect that 
the miffionary fpirit will greatly increafe; and holl:s go 
forth with the banner of the crofs flying; not to fubdue 
kingdoms with inil:ruments of death, but with the words 
of everlafring life. 

Vour's &c. 

w.c. 

Mr. CARE! to l\.fr. F--, Kettering. 

Mudnabatty, June 2.:z., 1797. 

THE Polyglot Bible, Lowth's Ifaiah, Malay Gof­
pels, Botanical M¾,o-azines, &c. are at lail: arrived at 
Mudnabatty. The heat, and alfo the rains, which are 
jufi: fetting in, prevent much going out to preach at 1:-re­
fenr; but our congregation at home is larger. It may not 
be difagreeable to you to have an account of a converfa .. 
tion which I had a little time ago with a Bramm_han : it 
will ihew you how uniform t~e carnal mind is in its op­
po!ition to God, and that the very argulllents ufed in En­
;.;1i:1d to oppofe the gof pel ;.re alfo uied in Bengal. 
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t w::is preffing U?o:1 him the n~ce!lity of ldicvi:ig 1n 
Cl.rill: for fal vation; when he afked "lnw it was that 
the W,)rfhip of idol, had been foilowed from th.:: h~ginr.i:1g, 
a,1d h::iw it ,vas that, accor<lir1g to the fcripture itldf, the 
worihip of the Debta's * was profe!fed through the whofe 
world; except one fmall nation from the beginning?" And 
fays he, " if the gofpel be the way of lifo, how is it ·that­
we neve'.r heard of it before." I anfwered, God formerly 
"lu~creJ all nation5 to walk in their own ways ; but now 
commarnktil all mc:1 every where to repe!}t." "Indeed[" 
fays he, "I think G::>d ought to repent for not fending the 
gofpd foon:.:r to us." I then tried to convin~e him that 
G:Jd had never done injuflice to mc.1; and that it was his. 
fettled purpofe finally to onrcome all the power and craft 
of the dcvil. To this I ad'.!ed, fupr_JGl"e a kingdom had b~en 
Jgng overru.1 by th:: enem;es of its true king, and he, 
tlwugh polle!feJ of fu5cient power to conquer them, 
fuould yet fuffer them to prevail, and dl:abliili themfdves 
as mu:h as they could defire ; would not the valour and 
wifdom of that king be far more confpicuous in drivin:; 
t1'em out, than it w::>uld have been if he haJ oppofed them 
at fin'.l:, an:i prevented their entering t_he c.:ountry? Thus> 
by t!-ie diffc.1!1.on of go!pel light, the wifdom, power, and 
grace of God will be much ~ore difplayed in overcoming 
fuch deep-~ooted idolatries, and in banifhing all that dark­
nefs and vice which han fo univerfally prevailed in this 
country, than they would h:we been if all had not been 
fu '; red to walk in their own ways for fo many ages pail. 

Yours, &.c. 

,v. c. 

• DEB TA 9 ace idols, or fuppofc.l pow~rf~I intolli;;e:i.:e,, inf,,r;or to O>.I, 
re:,rc:e,1:e.t by. imtz~s. They f:!em to .i~t"w.!:- e:c:t~lly to th;.: Grer..:k wo:.i 

rl.1imo.-:.:r.mJ a,1:1 th..: ch~r:'l[br of .,,'21;ch !U?p)f.! l ic.t~l liJe.1c.!s is wdl def..:rih-:J 
:i:cor Jin; the Hindoa notio:1, in P~t:-khur!l's G1..!ek L-:!xkon, u!\Jer the .1bov~ 

v,>orJ. The Hindoos h:iwes•er diviJe them into two kinds, viz. D,bta,or &or; 

and Dyry,, or Afao,·: the fir!l fignifying the G90J, or Beni;n i th~ IA!l tb.~ 

Bad ur Maliznant Puwer. 3 D 





ing any (u::h th:ng, they al ways bathe and cbnge their 
clothes, 'I 'lie cafi: al_(o bears fome refemblance to the Jew­
jJ.h J,1w \vhich rc,1uird the tribes to be kept fcparate, an-i 
1.1 >t to i,.t::rmarry, lc!t they i110ulJ mar their ir:hc,;,[ance. 
Thofc Hintloos who have focn fome pa.rts of t;H; tran~­
lation uniformly declare that they approach n~uch nc.:.~er 
to the commands of Go<l's word than we do. The ciif­
tiqEtion of the Levites from the rcfl: of the people for holy 
purpofcs, and the <lifferent orders of the Levites, have an 
affinity to the proper employments of the Brammhans, 
and to the different clalTes of that tribe, mu:::h more fl:rik­
ing than you would imagine. The Brammhans are a tribe 
entirely feparated to the maintainance of learning, and the 
performance of religious rites: but they are of many differ­
ent orders, who are all of them attached to the different 
tribes of Hindoos, and are ranked accordingly in the fo­
ciety of Brammhans. No one of an inferior cafr can him­
felf make any offering to their god, but the common people 
bring their offerings to the Brammhan, who off.::rs it to 
the J)ebta; and the offices of a priefl:, fuch as offering fa­
crifices, are not performed even by every Bramrnhan. So 
:alfo it is not every Brammhan who is qualified to be a G~­
roo or Teacher: this only belongs to certain perfons, and. 
js hereditary in their families : and all their difciples and 
_their pofterity are recko.ned as belonging to tlut teacher. 
The Goro, attends at the giving a name to their chilJre11, 
and at their marriages. The former ceremony is perform­
ed in the prefence of all their kindred; arid is accompanied. 
with boring the ear of the perfon to whom the name is 
given. Both thefe ceremonies are in genernl very expe11-

five to them; but a neglect of either is very difhonourabk. 
It is the work of the Brammh:ms to read the Shailers ; 
but they are never permitted to cuifr,ate the earth wich. 
their ovm hands. There is however a total diifen:nc-: 
between the Shanfcrit language and the H~brew ; for 
though many of the words in common ufl! leem derived 
from the Hebrew, yi;:t it is ri;:markal:>le .hat very f~w 





Mr. CAREY to Mr M---, Clipfl,;;:t. 

Mudnabaay, Dec. 5th, 1"91·. 

YOUR very welcome l::tter of Jan, ult. arrived a'.:n~t 
a mo~th ago, and it is needlefa to fay that the 1 cccipt of it_­
was very acceptable. It was indeed as a chcarin;r ccl··.:id 
to my foul, and I !hall endeavour to return fo;n: a,,fwc:r 
to the quefiions you have prnpofe<l. 

To talk of C0!1timiance of friencHhi;J, and w,.rm afFec­

t:ion to you, would be folly. I love you ; a:,d nc:( t to 
feeing your face, a letter fro:n you is one of my g,ea,d.-l: 
~ratifications. I fc~ the hand-wri~i;.g, aad reau the hean: 
of my friend; nor can the d;{l:a.nce of c:ie fou;-th of t..i:ie 
globe prevent a union of hearts. 

Hitherto I have rcfra:ned from ·writing accounts o( 
the country, because I concluded that thole wliofo foU.:s 
were ·partting after the coavedioil of the he.tthcn wot:H 
feel but little gratified in having a'.1 account cf t:-.:? !,J.­

-'l:ural produc1:ions of the cou.-itry. ·But as i,,te:Lgen;:c ;;f 
this kind h?.s been frequently folicited by fevcral of my 
friends, I have accordingly opened books of obforvation 
-which I hope to communicate when they are lu,'ncientJy 
.authenticated and matured. I alfo intend to :.Hign a pe­
cu

0

liar fhare t~ each of my fl:ated correfpondents. To you 
.I lhall write fome account of the arts, utcni"Js, ::mu r:1a­

nufactures of the 'country; to brother SutcliJ tbetr my­
thology and religion; to brother Rybnd the !T.a.!Jners and 
cufi-orns of the inhabitants; to brother F ullr:r the produc­
.tions of the country; to brnthc,· Pcarc-c the language &c.; 
,md tp the Society a joint accour:.t of the !vi.iiiion. 

'The rc1i~iOU£ n1cv;s of the HinJoos are gencraliy pub-
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lie, a13 no tcmi)l:: that I have f::c·l is a pnji~· pb::c to 
wor1hi;i in. They arc merely fma!l hou:es to hoLl one, 
two, or nw,·c i,-iois, wlfr:h :trc waitcJ on by a Brnmmhan.,. 
wh() makes <laily uff::rings of flowers to them, a:1d anoints 
th~m wit'.1 ll1!1ft.irJ oil. Their great iblatrous {h:>WS on 
certain c1,a-.rs ;:,:e con:ccratcl in the Hindo'..> cakndcr to 

pa;-ticular JDehtas; ;: . .nd ml thcfc days certain of th<! !uwcil. 
people dance and make ridiculous gdl:iculations before a11 
idol, which is fixed on a bamboo-hurdle or flcak. Their 
i:nagcs of the d:.::htas arc ma<le of a water -plant> a fpecies 
of the phyb.nthus, which is very light. " 

You lj_)eak of certain J cws having been faid to rclide 
at Patna, which is about 200 miles from the µlace where 
I live. The fidl: time I heard of thefe people was by 
your letter. The facl: I neither afiirm nor deny, though 
l dou~t it for the following rc:1fons: -I. The name of 
jew is unknown amongfl: the Hindoos, except ]abon, a 
term applied to Muffulmans, which may denote a Jew. 
I have thought fo, but I find the Hindoos apply it, in 
common with the term Jl,,fujfulman, to circumci{ed perfons 
in ge:reral. Yet it ap?e1rs that either the Jews or fome 
other circurncifed people were known to the ancient Hin­
doos, the name Ja1

J01f being found in tne Mahabharat be­
fore the time of !'.hhommed.-2. I have converfed with 
ftveral Europeans who know Patna well ; but have not 
heard any thing about thef~ Jews. There is a Portuguefe 
church and priefr there, and many profelfors of Chrifl:i­
anity who were driven from the Nepal country on ac­
count of profe.ffing Chrifi. However I iliall make more 
enquiry refpecl:ing the Jews, 

I mufr now fulfil my prom;fe in part by telling you a 
little a!:iout the arts &c. of tne Benrrallees 

0 

The Hindoos build their houfes on each . fo.le a fquare 



c.ourt which occupie~ the ccmtre. A II tl:e doors of ttkk1 
four buildings open into the court; and the houfcs are, 
one for the wife, and o~her fonule relations ; another frJI.'.' 

forvants, vifitors &c. ; a third for a cooking-houL; :md 
the fourth is often a cow-houCc, or a11plied to fom~ ether 
menial purpofe. The fize, and materials, diffc:r accord­
ing to the circumllances of the owners : fome are bric:C, 
but the g,eatefl: number are bu;lt of mud, fir2.•.v, or rr:Jt 

walls. The bamboo fervcs for ahnofl: every purpofo. Cf 
this the roofs are very neatly made: and however L:.rge, 
there is not a fingle nail in them. The fpars conii!l: uf 
whole bamboos, the laths are f?iit ones, reaching th~ 
,length of the roof, and are tid together with packthread. 
The poil:s of many houfes are bamboo, as are alfo the 
mats which compofe the walls. The floors are earthen, 
i-2.ifed two or three feet above the level, and fmeared over 
with cow-dung, as are alfo the mud walls, which ma.kes 
them look fmooth and very nmt. The roofs are in gei~e­
ral ten or twelve feet high, arnl are thatched with long 
grafs. They have only ·a ground floor, and moil: Engliih 
farmers' hog-fries are more grand, though it mu.il be con­
feffed they are not quite fo clean. 

After {peaking of their houfes, it may be expecl:ed that 
I fuould defcribe their furniture, and indeed this is foon 
done. ,All their cooking is performed in coarfe unglazed 
earthen ware. A ve1Tel called a hurry, fmaller or larger 
according to the ufe required, is nearly of the form of an 
iron pot; and is let over the fire, either on bricks, which 
are fo contrived as that the pot rr:ay refl: on then1 in three 
places, the; refl: being open to admit the air ; or over a 
hole in the earth contrived in the fume form, and this is 
mofl: comm.on, a:1d loon prepared. Though the pot there­
fore has no foct, yet it anfwers the purpo;'e of a tripod. 
Another large jug of the fame ware fervcs for a bucket, 
aml a vd!d in which to hep water. This is -::al'.cd .1 



l,,-f!~, It holJ; :..1.Jout a galiun, i~ t:1i;1, :1:1d vc>ry clte.i(t, 
I,1 gcnc:·;;]_thc womc;: ar;: C111j",luycJ t,> fc~c!i w.1,cr, anJ 
l 11,--.i: .:,);1,,n,1.1ly in the cvc.iinr;, a:., i:1 tl~c times uf Abrn~ 
jhl.11. Tilq oLca Cl!T}' two of thc!c vcficls ti.til j OllC 

:c.r:::; ~.n each hip. Th.:y ln\'-: a fo:all n.:,·k v,,hich. the 
:..;.·:,1 ~,-,1°:>s, a11J a b:·gc b~:ly; but ilO ha,11.!lc. A fm:111 
b,;i1S ,·c.lc:I c,licd a lot,,, nearly in the Lmn •Jf the abon, 
1n~ .::'.J:1,ai:1ir6 about a pint and lult~ is i:1 mo.fl: hJufos. 
£:; L~:·, t~ey i~.::.::p m;lk, w.1tcr, o, a:iy li~1uiJ; and upon. 
Cl':·,:.; 1 0cc;,!;0ns, this vdfol foll of water is carried witl-i 
.'.,.c::,1 :·:x the ;;urpJ[es of clc;i.nlim:fs. 

A hcd:a, or fmoking t.ulx:, is fo necdfary an articl~ 
tn:i.t no J;,e is wi.:h..::ut it. During al! the time of my 

h;;/:,g (,cen hero:: I h;;.ve only found one pcrfon who :ioes­
n:,; f"111,.,~c tv:J:acco. Hookas are difl"'.::rently formed. Tqe 
fx~ 1.:\.:,~ by Europca:1s, ad;:. very few of the highefr na­
ti;·c':;, h::.:, ~e~,1 dcfr:ribd by brother Thomas in his ·ac-· 
c.,:.11.~ of 111.Jhu:1 ChunJ.* A fmaller kijd called a goor~ 
g:·,.•·r.:, wi~h a metd bottom> and !hcrt 'crookeJ tube, is 
r., .,::: :::~-in:non. But the one in moil: ccmrr.on u[e is made 
c; ,. c.o.:'.la LU~-fhell, with a hoie in the top, and another 
fr~,::l '.J.,e i:1 th'.: fide. A woojcn tube about a foot long 
i,; ~J.:e.J. i:1,0 the hole at the top, aud a chillam, viz. a 

f.T.all c.:;~!1en veffel, like the bowl of a tobacco-pipe,· is 
fo::::J i:: that. ·Thjs contains the tobacco and fae. The 
co::0a LU.t-illell is haif filbj with water, the mouth is ap~ 
p: ,t i to tl:e hole in the iide, and the tob.1cco fm~ke drawn 
tk:.;u~n the ,·:ate:-. They hav:: ;:.Jfo a large wooden mor­
ta:- ,,,,l:;:::;t 1.urned upfi<le-dov:n ferves for a Hool, and in 
t\is mortar the rice is feparateJ from the husk, ,vith a 
woc:-~,1 p:::~·i.::e. This article, however, is oulv in a f..:w 
li::.:.;foz. • 

/ 

Except ;:. pie::e of fa:kdoth for a bed a;:d a pi11ow !luf­

• Se.e fwuJ. Ace: Nu. I I:' 23. 
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fo] i,vith cotton, the common people have no other ftJfni~ 

t11re; and marry not this. Some who can alfi,rd it have a 
hed.ftead made of bamboo, and !:Leed with pack thread: this 
bedltead is called Khat, and the packthread S02 1/y. Some 
have a met.ii difh to eat off; but the greatefl number have 
only a plantain leaf, or a leaf of the water lily, Nymphga 
NeJztmba. Others have brafa pots for cooking, in the form 
above <lefcribed, called Bobagnee ; and rich people have a 
large one with a fpout called 'Jharree, ufod to waih the 
feet, hands &c. The M1.1fsulmans have them of copper, 
:and then they are called Budanee. The Mufsulmans drink 
QUt of thefe veJfels; a thing never done by the Hindoo'S, 
Bramrnhans and Kaefto's have fpoons of copper without 
haadles, of different f.izes, fomewhat like an Englifh bu~­
tel'-boat. Thefe are only ufed in wodhip to take up wa­
ter. Their Lamps, called Prc:dufs, or by the Perfial'I. 
name Cherag, are fma;ll earthen veffels like an oifl:er-ihell, 
but rather deeper. Thefe are filled with muil:ard- oil, and a 
piece of cloth rolled up forms the wick; one end of which 

I 
lies over the brim, and is ·lighted. They burn no candles, 
and indeed we have often no light but what thefe iamps 
aiford. 

I lhall not conclude without defcribmg their drefs , 
which is as follows, Labouring men wear only a frr;ail 
pi.ece of cloth about a foot wide, and not two· feet long-. 
A firing runs through the top, which ties round the waifr. 
The cloth falling· behind, is brought forwards between 
the legs, and pafied under the firing before, where abour 
half a foot hangs down in the form of an apron. In the 
hot weather the poor wear fcarcely any thing elfe ; but in· 
the cold weather they get a coarfe· piece of cotton cloth, 
fuch as woul<l make ihirts in England, which is thrown 
over the lhoulders an<l wrapped round the body. \Vith 
r.nany this is coat in the morning aml evening, and turbaa 
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llr1he warm part qf the day. Though many of th:: podr 
fuller with cold at this foafon~ yet fome of them are ab'lc: 
to get two pieces, one of which is thrown round the body 
and the othc, wrapped about the head, The Turban is 
Mu!Tulmans dre(s, as alfo the jammay jacket, breeches, 
.i,nd fwne other articles, though adopted by 11:any I-Iin­
doos. PoGr Mufl.ulmans alfo drels in the Hindoo n:an• 

\ 
ner. lnfl:ead of the breeches above mentioned, or rather 
piece of cloth which ferves as a fubilitute, many, and .e­
specially t.he higher people, have a larger piece of cloth 
without the il:ring, whic'1 is 'wr2pped round the waifl: and 
tucked in, in tl\e manner of a child's cloth. Muffuhnans; 
and many Hindoo fervan,ts who imitate them, have a jam­
ma, refembling a coat and petticoats, made of fine cotton, 
with £bawls thrown over their !boulders, and muflin tllr• 
'81'.S. T,hpfe who wear £hoe.s, or rather fliµpers, put 
th.em off when they come into the ·prefence ~f. fuperiors, 
as • Europeans do their hats. 

The drc:fs of the women differs· fr~m that of the men. in 
this, the cloth i~ wrapped round the, waifl:, and hangs; 
down like a petticoat, and the other end is· thrown .over 
the !boulders. In this part of the country the only cover. 
jng js fackdoth wrapped· round above the breail:s and hang­
ing down jufl: below the knees. This is all, ex-cept or­
~nts,. 1Vruch are m,imerous . 

. . The men wear a necklace called mala, a ring in one 
ea,r, fome other ornament generally on one arm, one or·· 
two rings of filver or gold on the fingers ; and often o_ne 
or .:wo more on .the toes. The women full dreffed wear a: 
large gold ring in the nofe, reaching·down to the mouth; 
a !ilver neck-lace and wri:fi-band ; alfo a fimilar band 
r.c;>und the andes, with feveral other rings on the fingers .• • 
The pot;>reil fort of people have thofe for the wriHs and 
~cles made of brafs; ~1d thof~ of tl~e Mu,lfulcnan women 
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.ntc often made oF the milky jui'cc of the Picas retigiojui, 
which is coagulated by cold, and forme~ into many arti­
cles. The people who wear brafa, ma.ke a m>ife in walk­
ing like prifoners in ther irons. 

I need not inform you that the people of this country 
have dark ikins. They hoVv'ever differ very much in that 
particular ; fome being nearly as white as an Englifh gi11-
fy, and others nearly as black as negroes. Their fhape 
is flender, their conftitution weilcly, their ~ze fomewhat 
lefs than that of Europeans. Their eyes a~d hair are 
hlack, their-features good, and much like thofe of Euro­
peans. The Mu!Tulm;:ins /have all the hair from their 
crown, and many of them from the whole he.ro:· The 
Hind00s leave a fmall quantity upon'the crown, whrch is 
tied, or rather platted into a taa, -or tied in a bunch 61r 

thc'wp of the-head. The men /have all the hair from the 
arm-pits; and moll: people anoint tnemfelves daiiy with 
rnµfl:ard-eil juil before they bathe, which is about the mid­
dl€ of the day; • and in the hotteft fcafon twice a d:iy. f 
have alfo adopted the pracl:ice ofbathing' in the river every_ 
day, and have found it to contribute;: to my health more-
lhan any thing elfe. • 

I fend you a Brammhan's poit~n, which is the di:ftin­
guithing mark of the Brammhanie order. It is a congc~ 
ries of threads ·which is confl:antly worn paffed over one 
fuoulder. and under the other arm, hanging down from the. 
neck. The invefiment of young Brammhan's with this 
is a great ceremony, which I hope at fome future time 
more particularly to defq:ibc. • 

Your's, &c. 

,v. c. 
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ing up uncultivated ground, rooting up its native produc­
tions, and fowing the good' feed, have been their confl:ant 
employment. Though but little fruit yet appears, they 
mull: not defiil: from thc;ir labours. " The hufbandman 
waitcth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath lmg 
palience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. " 
When the holy Spirit· £hall be poured out from on high, 
this wildernefs £hall become a fruitful fi.dd. A great har­
veft was gathered in by tht apofl:les of our Lord ; but it 
was obferved to them, • that they " Reaped that whereon 
they b~frowed no labour. " The prophets went before 
them, and afforded examples of patience. Century after 
century they laboured and toiled ; but ~athered no fruit. 
Their eyes ran down. with tears, their hearts heaved "A';th 
fighs ; and fometimes they were ready to think that they 
had Labour~d ir vain, and fpent their Strength for 
no~ght. From the .w.ritings they left behind them it 
appears that fome of them were at times ready to faint and 
decline! But retlecl:ing that it was the work of the Lord, 
thcy.pcrfevered till dtath : " They reiled from their ia­
bours, and their works have followed them. " Some of 
you who are minifters may be reaping from the labours of 
your .prede:dfors, and all of- you may be fowing for a 
harvcft to be reaped by your fuccefi.ors : and fo it may be 
with. us. Of this how~ver we are alfured, that when 
the la{l univerfal harvcfl: {hall be g<1thered i11, fuwers and 
reapers fhall rej"Jice together. 

Upon the whole, ~c think ~ur profpecl: more pleafing 
than it has ~een a~ any preceding period. There are more 
hearers of the wo1·d, greater attention is paid to it, and a 
great door is jufl: now opened for the entrance of it into 
the metropolis of this difl:ricl:. We earneHly entreat you 
to folio\;\' up whµ.t you have begun. Embrace prefer.ting 
profpecl:s. Enter the door opening by your God wd Sa­
·viour. Think ho,v 1~~ny and great are the .".f:atic i.ations 
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We read, prayed, and explained feveral parts of icriptutet 
at his requc!l. He came to Moypaul and fpent the next 
fabbath with us ; at which time he heard the firfi: gofpel 
fermon that he ever heard in his life. He often talks to 
the natives, and being of a communicative difpolition, he 

. has much contributed to prepoffefs the Hindoos at Dzna­
gepour with favourable fentiments of the Gofpel. On the 
firft Lord's day in November the place of worfhip there 
was opened by brethren Carey, Thomas, and myfelf, and 
the fervice was conducted in the manner following :-At 
8 o'clock in the morning I began by reading and finging 
the 132nd pfalm C. M. ; after which I read the 49th of 
lfaiah, prayed> and gave out the 4r9th hymn, Appenciix 
;-" Father is not thy promise pledged, &c. " Afrer this, 
brother Carey preached from Luke 2. 10, " Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which fnall be to all 

·people. " Gave out and fung the 55th hymn, Appendix, 
and concluded in prayer. A great .number of the natives 
having afterwards affembled, (amongfi: whom were the 
heads of the place, the Rajah's fervants, &c.) Brother 
Thomas preached to them from I Tim. I. 15, " This 
js a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
J ~fus Chrift came into the world to fave finners. " In 
this fervice we fung three hymns in Bengallee. In the 
afternoon they affembled again, and brother Carey dif­
courfed from I John 3. 8, " For this purpofe the Son of 
God was ma.nifeHed, that he might deHroy the works of 
the devil ; " and the hearers paid great attention. In the 
evening brother Thomas prea(:hed to us in Engliih. We 
then agreed that one or the other of us ihould go over to 
preach on the firn Lord's day in every calendar month. 
Lall: Lord's day being the firft in December, brother C.i.­
rcy and I were there a fecontl time. After worihip was 
over, a Brammhan, and another Hindoo, brou:.;ht a ni.:m­
ber ~f cui;ious queftions, to which anf wers will be retun:-
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cd; :md both quefl:ions and anfwers tranfinitted by bra. 
ther C.1rey to England. 

At home we have a pretty good congregation every 
Lord's day ; and every morning brother Carey reads and 
expounds to twenty perfons or more. Our firft fchool­
mafter, as I menti~ned above, is dead; but we have pro­
cured another, :md the fchool goes on tolerably well. 
The ignorance that prevails amongft the people in gene­
ral, is diflreffing to behold ! Having no books, they can 
not learn to read, till they begin to write. And even then 
they learn nothing but a few fervile flattering terms, and 
the names of their detefrable deities! How ardently do I 
wifu that the lovers of religion anJ learning in England, 
could pitl:ure to their minds what daily prefents itfelf to 
our eyes ; and that this whole country in return for the 
riches with which it furnifhcs England might be enrich­
ed with the knowledge of God! 

I have only now to add, that MR. FEJlNANDEz, (the 
gentleman above mentioned) wifhes you to fend him for­
ty pounds worth of books from England. \Ve have en­
clofed a lift for your diretl:ion. Such a number of excel­
lent books in this part of the world may prove a lafi:ing 
blefiing ! 

Your's, &c. 

J. F. 

Mr. CAREY to D;. R---., Brijlol. 

Mi.dnabatt/, Dec. 19, 1797. 

IN tranflating the Pfalms I met ~ith a few critical. 
difticultiei,; which I wifh to ~ubmit to your 'judgment, 



• Pfalrn 41, 8. An evil difeafc c:leaveth to him. Eng. 
7i·anjl, I have followed Parkhu,jl, who renders De­
BaR BeLiJa*aL JaTZUK BO, A heinous accufation 
is poured out upon him. Is this right ? 

Pfalm 45. 5. ·Thine arrows are iharp in the hearts of 
the King's enemies, whereby the people fall under thee. 
lfeb. Thine arro\VS are iharp, the people fall under thee, 
in the hearts of the enemies of the King. Qyery. Is it 
not as reafonable to fuppofe an ellipfis in the !aft member, 
as to make fo great a tranlpofition as in the common tranf­
lation? l have fuppofed it to read heft in the following 
manner, ' Thine arrows are iharp ; the people fall un­
der thee ; thine arrows jlrike into the hearts of the enemies 
6>f,the king. • I wiih for your thoughts. • 

Verfe 9. The queen in gold of Ophir, BeKeTHeM 
OPHIR. Parkhu1ft fays KeTHeM means gold fl:ampt 
to witnefs its purity. It cannot therefore be an ornament 
Jnade of gold thread, or a vefl:ure of gold, but ornaments 
of that metal, which are profufely worn, and more re­
garded than cloathing in the Eafl:: I have therefore trans­
lated it ' adorned with gold of. Ophir. ' 

Pfalmc 50. 2, Out of Zion the perfecl:ion of beauty 
God hath lhined. • ls Zion or God here called the per­
fection of beauty ? 

Verfe 18. Thou didll: coofent with him. Tranfia­
,tors have· differed in the root whence they derive the word 
rendered ' confe11t, ' VaTiRcTZ. Some derive it from 

11 Michaeli,', tranflation of this pa1Tage fecms preferable. " Thine ar­
,rows are lh:i.rp; the people beneath thee lha\l fall, who in he~rt were tho 
enemies of the king. " Comp3re inftances of a fimilar phraf•olo~y in 

Pfalm 17. 9. ' enemies in min;J; • faek. 25. 6, 15, ' ,~ith Jll thy 

f1,:ie i~ .mind. ' J. I;,, 



R3 T ZaH he willed, confcnted, ac-quicfced; others from 
RuTZ, to run. I have followed the LXX· and others, 
in tranliating it, " thou didft nm with him. " 

Pfalm 54. 7. Mine eye hath feen his defire upon mine 
cn:!rnics. Heb. Mine eye bath looked on mine enemies. Why 
did the Englifl1 tranflators fupply ' his defire ? ' Do' 
they mean God's ddire, or the Pfalmift's ? If the latter, 
why not its defire ? 

Pfalm 55. 9. Divide their tongues. There are feve­
ral words which cannot be rendered literally into Ben­
gallee. Divide their tongues would fignify literally 'fplit 
their tGngues, ' viz. as boys do magpye's, I have ren-· 
dered it ' divide their words, • i. e. their -opinions or con-' 
fultations. This is a very common Bengallee idiom. Al­
fG>' fielh • when applied to mean either frailty, or fenfual 
Jejires, cannot be literally rendered, for the term flefh in 
this langaage will furnilh no other idea than that of ani-
7fft1! jlejh. I have always rendered fuch words fo as to con-· 
vey the original idea as nearly as I could. 

Pfalm 59. 9. Becaufe of bis t firength I will wait 
upon thee. This fentence has been peculiady puzzling. 
The word SHaMaR almoft always means to keep, wateh 
over, or preferve : hence a watch,· watchman, &c. Ma­
ny of Poole's critic~ render it thus, though fome have ren"' 
dered it wait, becaufe they could not otherwife make fenfe 
of the claufe. Taylor mak.es mention of four places in 

t Five Mss. in KLnnfr~ read UZZI inftead of' UZZO, and two more 
probably agree wlth them ; i. c. my ftrength, inftcad of rhy ftrength ; 

u becaufe of " is fupplicd ; The Targum or Chai dee Paraphrafe, . the 

LXX, and Vu If ate a1'ree with thi&; and the Syriac, Ethiopic, and' 
Arabic feem ro have read aZaMMeR.aH, I will Jing, not eSHMoRaH, 

1 will keep, here rendered w11it. Thus the v~rfe wou'ld read, " 0 my 

l,keugth, unto thee will l ling; for God is my Refill,'!, " J. R. 



which it mean~ to wait, viz. Num. 111. 10. Prov. -viii. 
34· xxvii. 18. Zech. xi. I I. The firll: does not ap­
pear to inclu1e waiting or cxpecl:ation, but is ri:nrlereci 
ct:Jlodient. The lafi is rendered by fome, ' that kept the 
flock with me, ' and the other two are rendere<l by ma­
ny, ct!fi?diet. Neither Pike, Parkhuijl, nor Taylor fup­
pofe the word to mean to expea, or to include waiting, ex­
cept as a watchman does. Yet I. have followed the Ea­
glilh, but am not fatisfied with it. 

. I have been thus particular becaufe I ~onfider the im­
portance-· of having the tranllation as jufr as poilible. If 
an·-individual qraws wrong conclufions, or falfe do&inea 
from Scripture, they may be refuted or corrected by:~.: 
curring to the words of Scripture itfclf: and even a falfe 
tranflation in a country like England could not be pro-. 
dutl:ive of laiHng mifchief, becaufe the Hebrew Scrip­
tures may be confulted and the error detected: but hen; a 
miHake would be like poifQn at the fountain head. 

This has been a very affiitl:i ve feafon throughout ·the 
country. Brother Fountain has been dangeroufly ill of a 
fever ; but God had mercy o~ him, and on me alfo. Our 
fchool-mafl:er died of the fam1nliforder; and I have hard­
ly had a fervant about the facl:ory able to a1f1.1'l: me ~n any. 
patt of the bufinefs. Such a feafon has fcarcely ever been. 

. remembered. The city of Moorjhe.dabad has been nearly 
depopulated: Through much mercy I have be~n preferv­
t:d in health, arid my whole family alfo; though I have 
undergone fatigues too great for my ilrength: and though 
very unfruitful, yet I trufi I haye not been altoget~cr 
idle in the work of the miffion. 

Your's, &c. 

w. c. 



Mr. CAREY to Mr. F---, Kettering. 

Mudnal-atty, Jan. 1 1 1798. 

- A Letter Foundery has lately been fct up at Calcutt~ 
fbr the country languages, and I think it will be che.iper 
a'tld better to furnilh ourfel ves with types for printing the 
Bible in this country, than to have them caft in Europe. 
I hope we may be able to fet up a prefs at Mudnabatty, 
and that the work may be conducl:ed under our infpecl:i011. 
Mr. U- ftrongly recommends the printing of the Per­
fian Pentarcuch and Gofpels contained in the Polyglott ; . 
and as multitudes of the higher claffes of people in India 
are well acquainted with th.at language, it being quite· the, 
French of the Eaft, I think it may be of great ad van-. 
tage. t By fetting up a prefs we fhall be able to publifh 
many little religious tracl:s in Bengallce which may be 
circulate<i through the country; though all muft be givel\: 
away at the beginning. 

Janum-y 9. 

I have been going to and fro ever fince the lail: date, 
when I was at Maida. Y efterday I returned from Di-
11t1gepour, diftant from Malda-64 miles, where I preached 
to the Bengal natives, and alfo to the principal European 
inhabitants. Things in that city wear art encouraging 
afpecl:. I met with nmch kind and refpetlful treatment 
from feveral Englifu gentlemen of diftinguifhed charafur. 
ii, this country, as well as from our worthy friend Mr .. 
Fernandez. 

t This Tranfl~tion is conridered by mJny learnd men in Europe as 

in~rrccl, which lu, been intimated to Mr. CAR1¥, 
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• 'Thi! profpccl: am.on2; the natives is more encouraging. 
Our fchool profpers ; and I trufl: there is fomc revival a­
mongfl: the religious Europeans in this neighbourhood. I 
have written to Mr. Schwartz at Tanjore, but have no 
~n[wer yet; he is farther from us than Rome is from you. 

I intended giving you a larger account of the natural 
produllions of this country, but at pre[ent mu{t conclude: 
with only mentioning a few, and thofe of the vegetable 
kind; for I have not had fufficient leifure to examine ani­
mals properly. I am however preparing fome accounts of 
them which I hope to fend you. 

The fruits of India, fo far as my obfervations extend., 
fall far iliort of thofe in Europe, except a very few kinds> 
both as to quantity and flavour. 

r. Mangifera lndica: the Mango. This is perhaps 
the finefr fruit in the world. There are many kinds, as. 
of apples in Europe: In the fouthern parts of India they 
are faid to be very bad. The befr of all are in the neigh­
bourhood of Maida. The tree is as large as an Englifu 
apple-tree, and the fruit varies from the fize of a pear­
plumb, to the fize of a large apple. It is fhaped fomc­
what like a plumb, .with a frone in the middle. This is 
the mofr common fruit in Bengal, and is in pcrfecl:ion 
from May to Augufr. The Bengal people call it ambra, 
or aum. 

2. Artowrpur lntegrifoliur, Lin. : called by the natives 
of this country the Kuttal; by Europeani the J;1.kes, or 
vulgarly the Jack-fruit. This is muc;h eaten by the na­
tives, though very iddom by Europeans. The fruit when 
hi.rge is two or three feet long, and a foQt and half in cir­
~umfercnce. The _outfide is rougher than the coarfefl: ralp. 

Its fmell is like v~ry rank Chcihire cheefe, and ta(te:, like 
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la.cute angles, and grows on a beautiful tree, the fize of a 
fiandard peach-tree, with pinnated leaves, 

8. Hypericum pomifarum, fo called hy Dr. Roxb1trg: 
the cheeralo, A beautiful tree of the lize of a cherry-tree. 
The fruit nearly aslarge as an apple, very acid, and when 
eaten before it is ripe cxµdes a very yellow j~i~e. 

9. Tamar.indus indicus .'_ the tamarind .. It grows wild, 
is a large _and beautifu_l tree,_ with the leaves very finely 
pinnated. The lhadc i~ fo cool that th~. natives feldom 
fleep under it) accounting it unhe.rlthy. The wood of it 
makes exc!!llent fuel, but i~ good f~>r nothing elfo . 

. Befi<les tl\efe may be .reE;koned _Bromdio ananas: the 
pine apple ; which grows in negle~ed places, as well as 
in gardens : the Eleocarpus_; - or jolpie of the Hindoos ; 
much like an olive, .but whicb pro9uces no oil : the Eu­
genia fambolijera, or. jamba: the Eugenia al~a: the Euge­
nia ambaynenfis : the ro[e .~pple i which is another fpecies 
of Eugenia: and the Rh_amnu~jujuba, or .boir i the fruit 
ot which is fqmew hat like-~ b1,1llace,. but worfe. To thefe 
may be a,dded the Caricq papayq1 or papaya: a large fruit, 
fome~hat • like a melon, which grow~ on a, tree that is 
fometimes nearly twenty feet high : the Coi:.os nuciferum, 
Qf cocoa llUt : the Bora./Jo ftabelliformis, or fan palm, or 
Palmyra; the fruit of which is fometimes eaten : The 
Phanix d{Jclylifar~, or date; commonly called the toddy 
tree. The dates in this co11fitry are· riot good to eat, be­
ing alm~ft all ftone ; but the fap o( the tree p~qcured by 
incifion·is toddy, which·w·ill ferrrieitt, arid if drunk in any 
quantitY: it inebriates .. 1:'his. is ufed inil:ead of yca1l to lea­
ven bread ; but is feldom drU11k, except Ui)Oll the coa.il:. 
The Noay, ;br Hurrr phol,- is a· fruit the fize of a goole­
l>erry, and gro_ws· on .i t~ce refc1nbli_ng"the :ifh. \Ve have 
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alfo citro11s, limes, and £haddocks~ but oranges do not 
grow to perfeaion in Bengal. \Ve have them from Bott• 
tan, 4/fam, and the neighbouring hill-countries, Several 
Chinefe fruits alfo thrive well here, as the Leetche ftnenftr, 
lVampee firzr.njis, and Mefphilus japcnica: or the leetche, 
wampee, and loquat : alfo the Chincfe pear and plumb. 
Apples are very iinall, about as large as goofeherries; and 
the trees if ten or twelve feet high are accounted luxuri­
ant. We have a fruit called Taportca ; peaches ; and a 
few walnut-trees, originally from Boutan. Vines do not 
thrive. Seeds of four apples, peats, nectarin~s, ·plumbs,. 
apricots, cherries, goofeberries, currants, ftrawberries, 
or rafpberries, put loofe into_ a box of dry fand, and feut 
fo as to arrive in September, October, November, or 
December, would be a great ·acquifition ; as is every Eu-. 
ropean produaion, Nuts, filberds, acorns, &c. would 
be the fame. We have lately obtained the cinriamon-t,\'ee, 
and nutmeg-tree, which Dr. Rox611rg very obligingly 
fent to me. Of timber trees l mention the Siffoo ; the 
Teak; and the Saul-tree; which, • being an un-named 
genu.s, Dr. Roxburg, as a lllal'k of refpea to me, has call­
ed Corea Sa,&a. The Indian (hips are made of the above 
mentioned timbers, and the faul;,,.tree produces good pitch 
called dborma, 

w. c. 

Mr. CA"R..EY te Mr. p__:__, Birmingham. 

Mw.dnabatty_, Jan, 15, 179S, 

I think our proipecls 0£ fuccefs are fomev.:hat brighter; 
and there are more enquiries amo.ni the p~opl~ concern. .. 
ing the Gofpel. Thi~ morning four or five perforis ex- , 
pr1.:ffed a defire tt> obta.ip par~ gf the Scripture that the! 
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front'of a long row of ofFe~ings in the evening. 

The Sun, called Soorjyo, or Deebahar, is fuppofed to 
be the goverrior of ·all bodily difcafes, and is therefore 
worlhippcd in ofder to avert his anger, and to prevent 
ti.ifeares. Some valetudinarians wodhip him every funday 
by failing and offerings; but he is annually wodhipped on 
the fidt funday in the month of Mag, which was lail: 
Lord's-day, Jan. 14. The name of this worfhip is call­
t:d Dhonnma Bhau, or Soorjya Bhau. The manner, it 
feems, is in fome refpects different in different places, but 
in thefe parts the women appear to be the princip:il actors 
in the wor!hip; though none are excluded, and even Muf­
fulmans have· fo far Hindooized as to join in the idolatry. 
lt was thus condu:l:d : AMhe 9awn of the morning a 
great number of ofterings wete carried into the open field 
and placed in a 1·ow. The offerings which I faw co,11-
fifted of fruits, -fweetmeats, pigeons, and kids : and I fup­
pofe other things, as deer, buffaloes, &c. might be offered. 
A final! pot is placed by ·eacn perfon's offering, contain­
ing about ·a piht and half of water. A device m:i.de of a. 
water-plant, a,fpecies of phylanthus, made to repiefent 
the su·,1, is placed .<>n the edge of the pot, and a fmall 
fwig'of mango-free with a few leave3 oa it put i.-ito it as 
people in E»gla1~d do Rowers. The pot with all its ap­
pendages rep:r~itnt -rhe .Sun, perhaps as the vivifier of na­
tilre. By cath. o{foring alfo is placed· - what fl1:1ll I call 
it, an 1ncenfe-aft;., cir.cenfer? • It- referub1~ a chaffing-difh, 
is mad~ of.copper, and ft:inds upon a pedeftal about :i foot 
Jong. -• It is called Dhoo11achee; It- contains· coals of fire, 
,md has.a kind :Of i11cenfe from time. to time thrown into 
it, :principally rife, pitch of the: faul--tre"1 c:iUcd here dhoona. 
By each offei·ing ·aifo:ffands a la,mp wh!..ehiis kept burning 
all day: ;:. auJ· the :w.omen who (}ff~r .take th~ir itation by 
the offerings. At !irn-rife tlwy-:w.alk::frn:i:r:cimcs round the 
wllOlc row of.0fferings1 with t!,c fo,,_,k_ing Dl.·~wc,·h:·e 
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Thus I have given you a £hart accoun( of this remark­
a,blc worfhip. They have a book of directions for the 
performance of ·it which I am trying to procure; if I Cuc­
ceed I may in a future letter fend you a tranflation of its 
contents. 

Y,nu's, lee. 

w.c. 

Mr. CAREY to his S1sTER, 

Mudnahatty, Jan. tS, 179S'. 

THERE ate hopeful appearances in feveral of the na­
tives, apd l think much more enquiry than I have ever 
fe~n before. The people being very fond of finging hymns> 
I have been obliged to furnifh fome of my own compof­
ing, and we fometimes have a melody that chears my 
heart, th6ugh it would be difcot.d&llt upon the ears of an 
Engliihman. • 

We are all well. l believe we never enjoyed a more 
healthy year in our famiiy, though it has been a very 
fickly one amo,ng the people of the country. Mr. Foun­
t~in was alfo very ill, fo much fo that we defpa.ired of his 
lire. Mr. Thomas {ent 62 miles for a little bark for him, 
which was attended with a ble1J"wg. 

w. c. 

11 11 The Hindoo fyltem of M11fick l,.ai, I beli_eve, been formed 
en t,ruer principles ihan our own ; and all the Jkill of the native compof­
trs is d.izeiti!d to the great objelt of their art, the nat,na/ e,rprejfion of ftr,ng 

pajjiom, to which ,n,J~dy, indeed, is often fa~rifi<i~d; thollgh fame.- oi thez, 
tunes ar« fl•~fini even t11-a11 £wpf111n ear. '.'. Sir W.' Jour:.s. 





w·t have to fear. This year has turned out well for In­
digo, but bacl for rice, the rains not having been fo abun­
dant; for rice mufi have continually four or five inches of 
water to grow in, or it is much injured. 

You may be perfecl:l y eafy rcfpeB:ing my fafety. There 
is no danger from the natives; they are not vindictive, 

• and are very fervile in their manners. Befides the great­
eH part of the inhabitants for many miles round us have 
fome profit or pecuniary affifl:ance to expeB: from the ma­
nufactory, either direB:Iy or in.direcl:ly. 

Our family are all well. My youngefi fon, JonattaJJ, 
though not two years old, fpeaks the language fluent] y. 
Jabe?, fpc!aks Bengallee, Himlofranee, and Engliih, as 
do the other two elder fons. They all fpeak the country 
languages as well as the natives. 

Your's, &c. 

w. c. 

Mr. CAREY to Mifs H. NEALE. 

Mudn;,b.itty, Jan. 23, 1797. 
De~r MRd~m, 

I have to return you my fincere thanks for the fet of 
the Sacred Hffl1ry which you fo kindly fent out to me. 
It has afforded me much pleafure and profit, and l hope 
will be of fingular ufe to the riling generation. 

Undertakings like this will not be without their re­
ward; and I am fure it mufl: be a gratification to a mind 
like ·yours to fee their good effects on youth. I hope you 
will be encouraged to undertake yet more, and ferve tl-JF 

3H 
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interefl- o( our dear Redeemer in that iinportant part 
w~ich relates to the culture of youthful minds. 

I am employed in a very different department. It i·s 
my bufinefs to bring a hideous wildernefs into Come beau­
tiful order ; and I am trying to pluck up and defiroy the 
pernicious, and infirumcntally to plant the profitable and 
neceffary. At prefont my fuccefs is but finall, though 
fuch as to encourage me to perfevere. 

Your publication I have had the pleafure of recom­
mending to feveral gentlemen in this country, fome of 
whom ha,·e commiffioned me to procure it for them. I 
therefore fhould efteem it a favour if you would order a 
dozen of each of your publications to be fent to me, and 
I will on receipt of them order the payment in England. 

You, madam, will excufe my brevity when I inform 
you that all my time for writing letters is fiolen from the 
work of tranfcribing the Scriptures into the Bengallee lan­
guage. You will believe me when I fay that I think my~ 
felf much honoured by your letter, and that I am 

Your•s, &c. 

w.c . 

.Anfwers to various ffluejlions put to Mr. Carey. 

ffluejiion I. We find fome difficulty in the various 
fpelling of words: you fometimes write Bramin, and fome-, 
times Brahman: you fpell Boot, Mr. Thomas Bhoot: 
you fometimes write Joug, and fometimes Y oug, and Ho~ 
well Yogue . 

.Anfw,r. The u-ue Shanfcrit fpelling is. Brammhan, 
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fubor<linatc <lcit\cs, and even fear th• power of the HindoQ 
&ods nearly .is much as do the Hindoos themfelve.i 

Q 4. You mention fume perfons who had ao they 
faid never before heard that the foul would furvi ve the 
body. (No. If, p, 146.) But do they not ail believt: ir1 
the doctrine of tranlinigration? 

A; Some of the mofl: ignorant amongfi: the Hindoos do 
not underfl:and the principles taught in their own Sha!l:ers: 
Thefe perfons however were not Hindoos but Mu!lu}­
mans. 

Q 5. In fpeaking of the tortures you reprefent them 
as precipitating themfelves from a place twenty feet high 
on fpikes. (No. III, p. 172-174.) Werethelpikesfi.xed 
in the ground? How are they. fecured from death, or 
from being maimed f~r life? It feems afl:oniihing that a 
mans fkin can bear his whole weight, and the wow1d be 
ever cured. 

A. All thefe tortures take place in the two lafi days of 
the year, and three or four days of the new year. The 
Brammhans and Soodra's of every defcription, ( wo!llen 
not excepted) fafi the Jail day but one of the year, and 
the lafi da.y of the year they offer burnt offerings, meat 
offerings, &c. On the fir{l day of tht: year the tortures 
begin. I· have been alking my Pundit c~ncerning the 
fpikc. He fays it is a weapon formed of wood and iron. 
A piece ot wood is placed horizontally on the ground: 
and an iron blade,. about nine inches long, with one edge 
and a point, mll,ch like the blade of a knife, is fixed into 
one end of the wood. The pofition of this blade when 
fixed into the wood is neither horizontal nor perpendicu­
lar, but oblique, much rcicmbling a plow-handk. That 
Ii.de of it which has an edge is upwards: and upon this 



edge th.z perfon from an eminence of about twenty feet 
precipitates himfelf. As the wood is not fixed in the 
e;uth, it may poffibly fly up when the perfon falls 11po1l 

it, and by the hlade finking to the ground, its fatal cffolts 
may be prevented. But I do not believe this to be de­
figned. On the contrary; the Pundit hlls jufl: told me of 
a pcrfon who was thus precipitating himfelf on the wea­
p:>11 at Chandernagur a few years ago; when a Mulfolman 
ridiculed the whole, and fa.id it was all a piece of impof­
ture. He added " If you will fall on this fj1ear in my 
hand, (a hog-fpear, as the Engli{h call it, but ufcd to 
fpear any wild beaft) I will then believe there is fome-' 
thing in what you pretend to." "Set up your fpear," 
&id the other:· which being done, he immediately fell 
from the height on the point of the fpear, and that with 
his breaft towards it; but the fpear broke, and the man 
was not hurt. They ufe no precaution whatever, except 
t.liat in the (winging in the Southern parts they fallen a 
cloth round the waifl; and the hooks have hold both of 
the cloth and the fle{h: but even this is not done in thi!f 
neighbourhood. I faw lafl: year a heavy man fwing. I 
faw the hooks put in. He fwang off gently at firfl: ;- but 
2fterwards was whirled round very fafi:; and at }aft took 
a log of wood, near haif a hundred weight, fufpended by a 
cord in his mouth, with which he fwung for near a quar­
ter of an hour. The !kin, by bearing all this weight, 
was drawn from its natural pofition at leaft fix inches: 
yet I lcnow of no art ufed to heal the wound, except the 
application of a few leaves may be called art, it was left 
to heal itfelf. I have never heard of an infl:ance in which 
any mifchief followed. I have fought much for the origin 
of thii barbaroµs practice, but in vain: the Pundit fays it 
is no where commanded in the Shafiers, but is <;ntirely 
their own invention. 

Q. 6. In No. II, p. 142., you fay •that " of the four 



cafl:s or tribes into which the Hindoos were divided, only 
two remain, the Brammhan and the Sooder; the Ketra 
and the Bice having been extinct ever fince the Kali Joog, 
or prefent age, began; which was nearly as long back as 
the time of the creation of the world according to the 
Mofaic account." Yet elfewhere you fpeak of the Cadl::o 
or writer cafl: who never fwing, and of thofe tortures be­
ing practifed only by the lowejl ct!ft of the people. No. III, 
P· li4, 

A. There were originally four Cafl:s: viz. Brammha11, 
Kyetra, Byfya, and Soodrd. The firfl: are wor!hippers, or 
theologifts; • the , fecond Kings and foldiers; the third 
merchants and hufban<lmen; the fourth fervants and me­
chanics. There are now 011Iy two of the original Cafis 
remaining, namely, the firfl: and the lafl:: but there are 
many fob-ca!l::s, or inferior branches of each of tbefe two; 
I cannot fay how many. I know of many orders of 
Brammhans, and all the different cail::s now remaining be­
fide them are Soodras; of which the Koit is the principal, 
and the Hurry the lowefl:. Even the Hurry admits of 
many fubdivifions; as mat-makers, fhoc-makers, (which 
includes tanners, curriers, and tkinners) bird and fnake­
catc hers, and a great variety. 

There are many felf-named K yetcis called Raj-poots, 
and the Raja of Burdwais has by way of flattery been 
called a real Kyetra. The truth is however that there 
is not _one real Kyetra or Byfya now living, or that -are 
reckoned to have lived fince the beginning of the Kali 
Joog. Different degrees of purity are acknowledged in 
thofe who affume thofe names, but fuch perfons in reality 
·are not to be found. I believe the Koits are originally a 
mixture of fome other caft with the Byfya; and the Raj­
poots a mixture of fome inferior caft with the K yetra. 
There a.re many ca.fh which are faid t-o have had their 
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origin from fuch l'nixturcs, but arc all now accounted a9 

included in the Soodra. 

Q 7. You mention a fhoemakcr boy who was afr:i.id 
(If lofing caft: \:Vhy fhould he fear it more than the 
Moonfui: and what would he be if he fell lower? 

A. The more ignorant a perfon is th~ greater are his 
fuperfiitious fears. There are alfo certain ideas with re~ 
fi>ect to lofing caft which are local : and as perfons of the 
fame ea.fr, and as ignorant :a.s the boy himfeit; would have 
been his judges, it is not to be wondered at that he lhould 
be afraid. 

If he had loft caft he might have become a Mu{ful­
man hy paying for circumcifion and other initiating cere­
monies: but if not, he would have been reckoned a Por­
tuguefe, though proper! y an outcafi from all ; and this 
would be the cafe with a Brammhan or any other caft. 

Though they do not lofe call: on every " trifling oc­
caf1on," yet if a perfon of a lower cail touch their rice 
after it is boiled, and they eat it afterwards, they lofe call:. 
The fame may be faid of every thing to eat which has had 
water put into it; for if it be dry, no harm follows. But 
it is a facr that the fears of the common people have made 
a great many imaginary caufes of loling caft, which ope­
rate on them as fl:rongly as real ones; and which will ac­
count for their refufing to do what a perfon of higher caft 
will not fcruple to do. I know not how the word Cefl 
came into t.ife. The natives call it J<1ti; or as they cor .. 
ruptly pronow1ce it, by omitting the final i, Jat, 

Q 8. The idols of the Hindoos, you fay, arc thrown 
into the water when the feafon of worihip is over, 
N(). III, p. 197. Are not Come of their idols {btiouary? 





417 -··· IV. The ·Edinburgh Mitrwn Society hav..ng voted 
£.200 towards the printing of the New Tcftament in 
Bengallee, in addition to £.50 which they formerly voted 
for the fame purpofe; and having alfo generoufly invited 
11s to acquaint them with our fituation fhould we Hand in 
need of farther pecuniary aid, Refolved that the Secretary 
be requeil:ed to exprefs to them the very grateful fenfe 
which we entertain of their liberality and brotherly kind­
nefs. 

V. That the fum of£. 1 o be paid by the T reafurer to 
brother Rodway for his labours in Cornwall. 

VI. A Letter being read from the New York Mif-
. fionary Society requefi:ing a correfpondence with us, Re­
folved that the Secretary be de/ired to open fuch a cor­
refpondence on behalf of the Society. 

R.r.soLUTIONS at a· CoMMI1'TEE MEETING, held: at 
LoNG BucKBY, May 15, 1798. 

I. As there is a great probability 'of the fidl: editio~· bf 
the Bengallee New Tefiament being attended with m~y 
imperfeclions, Refol ved that 2,000 only be printed; and 
that as foon as another edition be found neceffilry that it bi 
a larger one. 

ll. That thofe friends who have contribut~d to· the 
Tranflation under the idea of 10,000 copies being printed, 
be informed of tp.is refolution, and that they be at liberty. 
to recall any part of-their contributions as they may judge 
proper. But if they choofe to let it continue, it £hall be 
put _to interefr, and be confidered ali a Subfcriptio~ toward1_ 
the Second Editiofl. /i ... , 





having been made into his ch:uall:er, principle~, aml ttua­
lificariom, it was u11a1.:moufly Rcfolved that l\1r. \Vill. 
\V ard be accepted as a Miffionary to this Society, and 
that preparations be made for his going out next Spring. 

Refol vcd aifo that the Miffionaries' be authorized to 
draw on a Banking-houfo in Lo;1don for their falarics, and.­
:tvlr. Carey for the Tranfiation, or any other general ob .. 
jcct of the Miffion. 

It was a}fo agree-cl that a Mc::etin!?: for prayer and con .. 
fultation on the bufrnefs before us !hmild b~ held at Guilf .... 
borough on Tuefday Nov. 20, x798, 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS 

RECEIVED F.11.0111 

OUR BRETHREN IN INDI,A., 

From April S, to May 12, J798, 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. F-, Kettering. 

Mudn~batty, -'\pril S, 1791, 

WE have ou:r difcouragements, Thofe perfons of 
whom we have entertained hopes do not grow as we could 
be gbd to fee them ; and fometimes we fee things which 
greatly eitercife our fears on their behalf. Yet we are 
not great! y dejected. There is an evident encreafe of Gof­
P..e.l knowkdge .in thcfc parts; and I h.i.ve been furprifed 
to find people who have fome knowleBge of Gofpcl facl:s 
though they refide at a coniiderable diftance, :ind ha¥e ne. 
ver heard us preach, &tween twenty and thirty wodhip 



with ue cve:y m~rnirrg. 0:1 Lord's days more ; and 
preaching in the villages is well attended. At Dinage­
pour things are pk1ting: we have had opportunities of 
prcach,iag to all the Euro;.ieans there, and almofi alJ at 
Rungpore who have been vifiting there; ;:.nd have reafon 
to think that we are. pxctty well r:.:fpc2:ed by them. At 
Dinagepour alfo the Bengallee people are attentive. I en­
clofe the qu::'.!l:ions propofc:d by a native there, and bro­
ther Fountain's anfwcrs to them. 

Our fchool confiil:~ ef nineteen boys, fome of whom 
make.confidei;able progrefs, efpecially in writing : and as. 
many ~if thein are of the lowdt call:, it is more agreeable. 

Be!ides this we ha,ve fome hopeful appearances amongft 
individuals which tend to keep us from finking. A Hin­
doo, who[e 11ame is Huny Charon, has for fome time giv­
en us much encouragernent. One day he aike:l me with 
much concern what he mu.ft do to be faved? Another day 
he told me he had two minds pulling oppofite ways; on~ 
towards Chrifl:, the other towards Hindoo cufl:oms. At 
another time he told me that !ince he has heard the Gof­
pel, he is convinced that all he ever did is fin, only fin. 
One da:y being kept from wodhip by family ficknefs, he 
came foon after and told me that if ever he was detained 
from the houfe of God it was his great difappointment, 
;md grief; and, fays he, if I think I am too late, I run 
to affemble with you. Indeed his attendance and ferious 
enquiries give us much pleafore. There are alfo another 
or two who are plealingly inquifitive. One yowig man, 
whofe name is Poran, can read a little. He has folicited 
copies of all our Bengallee hymns, which he foon com­
mitted to memory, and taught to others. He alfo entreat­
ed me much to give him a copy of the Scriptures. Hav­
h1g but one copy fair and pt<rfecl:, •I gave him an impc:r­
fe~ ~opy of Genefis which had been much correclcd and 



was full of erafures &c. This he received with plea(ure~ 
and now reads it to others, as So~kmun, Hu,·ry Ch'Cwon, &c.: 

Vour's, &c. 

w. c. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. P--·, Birmingham. 

Mudnabatty, April 29, 1798, 

AL THOUH I have fcarcely received a lc~ter ·this 
year, and you ha,·e been more negligent of writing to-me 
than ufual, yet· I intend not to let ari oppoFtunity flip of 
writing to one whom my foul lovcth. I have written the 
particulars of the million to brother Fuller, and ihall not 
repeat them here. Suffice it juft to fay that the affairs of 
the million rather look up. Though a long feries of dif­
appointed hopes teach me to go forth in the ftren:gth of.the 
Lord, :md to look to no quarter but himfelf for fuccefs. 

Lail: Lord's-day I preached to a pretty large congre­
~tion at Moypaul; and on Tuefday evening to a large 
ail"embly at a village far north, called Korney, where the 
Name of Chrifi had not been known before. Some who 
commonly attend our morning exercifes have lately:begun 
to ihew more concern than ufual, and l hope will appear 
gn the fide of our Lord J efus Chrift. 

Some time ago I wrote to the venerable Mr. S~artz, 
who entered into the refl of his Lord foon after receiving 
my letter; and confcquently did not anfwer it. His exe­
cutor, Mr. Gericke, has fince replied to me. I enclofe 
you my letter and his anfwer, which I am fure will give you 
much pleafurc : efpecially as I hope it may pe efieemcd 
aslt:hc introdutl:ion to a: ufcful correfpondence. You will. 
perceive that they meet with difficulties refpeaing.the (q/1-
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limilar to ours, though the call: does not appear to be a 
bar to communion with them. 

Another pious minifl:er, Rev. Mr. Ringletauht, has 
lately arrived in thefe parts, whom I hope to fee at this 
place in a few days. It is very encouraging to fee an en­
creaie of evangelical minifl:ers in this country; and 1 hope 
our friends will not much longer delay to fend more to 
Our affifl:ance. Brother Fountain has begun to pray in 
public, and I trufl: will fo.011 be able to labour more ex­
tenfivel y. Bu~ it lhould be conlidered that for fome years 
to come, if God fhould continue my life, I !hall have no 
other helper. New miffionaries will be two years before 
they can preach to the natives at all ; and much longer 
before they can have any command of language. 

Printing is very important. • Types can _be caft in this 
country, and a printing prefs may be made; but money 
is the fine qua non. Hitherto I have with fome inconve­
nience faved a little from my own income for the expences 
of the miffion ; but various difficulties put it out of my 
power to do what I think ought to be done. 

Your's, &c. 

w. c. 

Mr. FoUNT A Hi to Mr. M---, Clipfione . 

.Mudnabatty, May rz, 1798. 

· YOU wifhed me to keep a journal. I began to do fo 
at·:the beginning of the prefent year, and have written 
fomething in it almoft daily : and if I can prevail with 
myfelf will fend it you at the end of th_e year. I fully in­
tend however to fend a box by the fhips of next feafon, 
contaii:iin~ Come qf the implements, utenfils1 and idols of 
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tlh~ Hincl~; which may len'c as ufoful illuthations whea 
the prcfent cuiloms, manners, and fupcdhtions of thele 
tribes Oiall be known only in hiilory. 

To look at pre[cnt circumfl:.ances only, would fill the. 
mii1d with defpair : but <landing by faith 011 the immuta­
ble promifcs of Jehovah, and looking through the tele­
ftope of prophecy, a fcene prefents itfelf fufficient to in­
fpire the higheft hopes, and to enrapture all the contem-­
piari ve powers of the foul ! In the everlafling covenant 
ordered in all things and fure, I fee mankind as " new; 
creatures : ,. fho11g holds arc dcmolifhed ; vain imagirra.. 
tions, and every [elf-exalted thing are caft: down; while 
e,•ery thought is fwcetly captivated in obedience to Chriit. 
I fee Hindoo pagoda:'s, and Mahomedari mofques all de .. 
ftroycd ! Whe:·e they fiood, chri!l:ian temples are erecl:­
ed, in which Jehovah is- wor:Chipped in the beauty of ho­
lincfs ! The horrid mulic "is heard no more! Thefran~ 
tic dance has ceafed ! lnfread thereof the fa.ncl:ified hearb 
bounds with facred pleafure, and the tongue is filfod with. 
t~e high praifos. of God. The dreadful exploi~s of devils­
deified are no- longer the burden• ofthe,fong ; but. the un-._ 
paralled exploits of grace divine! 

This fcene, fir, reprefents, not' India alone, of which 
we have taken pofieffion in the •name oft-he Lord, but all 
the \'::i.,ious cauntries where other miilionaries are gone. , 
All the idols. of the heathen are famiil;ted ! The Lord • I 

and his Name are One in all the earth. 

Excufe this ideal excurfion. The thing is- certain:;,. {Md 

the interpretation furc : and. we are often forced. to .#Jin~ 
of thefe things to. check the lig'1 of difappointed .h~P~it 
and drr tbe flgwin~ tear of blafl:cd expecl:ation ! 



~,,jtions propofed by RAJE KrnsHORE of Dinag-epl)ur to 

the Miffionaries, and anfwers by Mr. FOUNTAIN'. 

Now the Gofpel is come into this country by the Sahib 
Padres, I with for anfwers to thefe queHions: 

fflue.flion I. God is the creator of the world, and ha 
has made all living creatures that are upon the earth; and 
no one elfe preferves and governs them all. He j3 the 
Mufician, and all living creatures the infhument. As he 
plays on it, fo it gives forth the tune. If thus, where­
fore are the creatures fent to hell to fuffer for it? 

.Anfwer. God is the creator and governor of the world, 
as you fay, and alfo of all that is in it; and he orders all 
things to the bcfl: €nd : but men are not like a mufical in­
ftrument. A mufical infl:rument cannot act. The per­
former plays what tune he pleafes upon it. But men are 
moral agents; they act freely in all that they do. If you 
examine your own mind you will find that you act as freely 
as it is poffible to act. You do this or that, not becaufe 
you are compelled to it, but becaufe it pleafes you. You 
alfo punifh men for their evil actions; and praife or reward 
them for their good ones : but both thefe would be wrong 
if they did no(acl: willingly. So God will punifu men for 
all their bad actions, becaufe they p'roceed from a wicked 
mind. He however will over-rule all to general good. 
No thanks to man for that. 

Q. 2. Befides God there is no one. He is eternall1 
the fame. He has created man, beaft, bird, and infecl:. 
This Lord is ycry compaffionate over all : his favour 
extends equally to a!L Having known this, yet when 
the creatures are e2ten, or ddhoved, or in any manner 
injured, ,vill the punifhment of this murder full on th.= 
perpretator or not ? 



A. Befides God there is no other felf-exifient one, 
He is eternally the fame. This you fay, a1id we grant it 
true. He created men, bcafl:s, birds, and infects. His_ 
word informs us of their firfl: creation ; and that he made 
beafts, and all things for the ufe of J.'nan. We believe 
that it is fo, becaufo they can anfwer no other end. It 
is no fin to kill thefe creatures for food, becaufe God has 
given us permiffion to do fo. He is pleafed when we ufe 
thefe creatures ;i.ccording to his own command. While 
they live they !hare the favour of God, feeing he gives 
them food and fleep, which is all they want. Thefe crea­
tures cannot fin: if they kill a man it may be becaufe the 
Lord is angry with that man's fin, and hath given them 
permi.ffion to do fo. 

Q 3 This fupreme Lord has created all living crea­
tw-es in the world: all are his creatures. If parents have 
mar.y children,. all equally obtain favou,r: yet amongft 
men fome are rich, others poor: Wherefore? 

A. All men are the creatures or children of God : and 
fo confidered he loves them all alike, as a good parent 
loves all his children. But a parent does not befl:ow his 
favours equally on all. He be!l:ows favour on the good 
and dutiful in a manner in which he does not on the bad 
and difobedient; and fo does God. It is God that give~ 
;i !11,lln power to get rich, and many who. have power do 
not lmprov_e 'it becaufe they arc idle a_nd pegligent. This 
is their own fault, and thofe who are rich are not fo on 
their own account. They are only frewards for God ; 
and he will .be very angry and puni!h them if they do not 
lay out a-11 for the bell. Befides the Lord is wife in all 
he doe6, _and he knows that poverty is better for fome men 
thaa riches would be. 

Q. 4. The worfuippcrs or lovers of God, after death, 



Will they come again ·into this world, -or where will 
they go? 

A. The worlliippr.rs·.or lovers of God, afo:r death, 
will not come :ir1to, ,this world again and inhabit other 
bodies; but will ·go to·heaven and be immediately happy. 

Q. :5 .. - God created four things, viz. life, water, air, 
and earth. Befides there is fire, which is not in the body. 
Animals, body and fpirit, are made from thefe. At death 
thefe all return to their primitive like: if fo, What dies? 

A.. .Y uu .are:_ mi-fl:aken when you fay God created lift:> 
water,:·air, earth1. and fire, which you fay-:fsjn no part of 
animal body and.fpirit. There is as I,Dµch fire as any 
thing elfeci11 the body. • ·Our bodies are warm, and fome­
times hot, But wh!!re there is no fire thefe is no heat. 
Betides we can draw fire out of them, or put more into 
them. Life is no difl:incl: feparate thing, but the operation 
of all thefe things together-' Y 01:1 afk, • what dies? I• an­
f wer death is not the annihilation of any thing; but the 
disjuncl:ion or feparation of foul and body. 

_ .Q 6. ! Under _an.cl all fides of the earth is water, and 
it fwims on water" How then is it ftedfafH and fomc­
times,.earthquakes .haflpen: . \Vhy? 

A. The earth is not furrounded on all fidcs with wa­
ter, as you fay, nor does it fwim .on water; but earth 
and water together form on~ round body or globe. This 
keeps continu,tlly turning round, which caufr:s <lay and 
night. The velocity of its motion keeps it fiead y. Earth­
quakes are occafioned by the fermentation of fire in the 
c.irth. In forne countries near to ours, after an eJrth-: 
quake, the fire hurfl:s forth from the earth and runs alon_g 
the ground like rivers. -
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ing to hi'm. They cannot atone for fin. The blo0d of 
Jefus Chrift alone cleanfes from all lin. 

~o:a'ooo00000oocc:00*000000.,ooosoeoo~. 

C9rrifpondtnce betwem Mr. CAREY and Mr. GERICKE. 

Mr. CAREY to Rev. Mr. SWARTZ. 

Very dear lir, Mudnahotty, Noa. u, 1797. 

THOUGH entirely unknown to y.ou, I !ball make 
no apology for troµbling you with a letter; becaufe I 
know, from what I ha:ve heard of your labours among 
the Hiqdoos in the Gofpel of our Lord J efus Chrifl-,. 
that you n!!ed not any thing of this kind to introduce an­
other to your acquaintanci;. 

In.the year 1792 the Baptifis in England, being much 
imprelTed with a fenfe of the perifhing ll:ate of the heathen 
world, a~cr prayer a·nd repeated confultation for a con­
fiderable fpace of time, formed a Society for the purpofe 
of fending the word of life to the nations that fit in dark­
nefs: and in the beginning of 1793 a million to Bengal 
was refolved on. At a folemn meeting of a committee of 
the Society I was chofen, together with a colieague, Mr. 
J. Thomas, who had been in Bengal before, preaching 
to the natives. And we, having acceded to the defires of 
the Society, failed in a Daniih veflel, and arrived in this 
country Nov. I 793, where we have lince been joined by 
another brother whofe name is Fountain. 

Our labours have not been very extenfive; nor have 
we any fuccefs fo v ifibk ;is to induce any of the natives to 

lofc cafl:, or join with us in church-fellow!hip; thougli 
three or four perfons give us confiderable encoHragemenr. 



I have long wifhed to open a corrcfimndence with you, 
but have deferred writing on various accounts : at lafi, 
however, my own ddircs, and the folicitations of many 
chrii1-ian friends who long to know the fiate of your mit:. 
fion, have prevailed over all cxcufcs. Yet !ell I fuould 
b:: tedious, I will only make· a fow enquiries, and ilioufd 
you favour me with a letter, I will afterwards be mxe 
copious. 

I am anxious to know the ilate of the caufc of our Lord 
J efos Chrit1 among you in the following particulars : .:._ 
I. How many miffionaries are employed, ~nd ~pon ,nha.t 
plan do they at\: to introduce the gofpel into any place ?-: 
'.2. Do the miffionaries travel much, or a.re they ~~ti~ne~. 
over particular congregations and difiritl:s? - 3. How far' 
in the country do their labours extend ?' - .4·. A~e a11y of 
the converted natives labourers in the minifrry t- 5;· 
What has been the fuccefs of the gofpel with you; rapid 
or flow ? And how many do you reckon to have turned 
from idols to the living God?....:.. 6. Does the iriw~rd re­
ligion of the heart prof per among the converted heathen? 
- 7. How do they all: with refpetl: to cafl:; is it not a 
great obfiacle to their openly avowing faith in the Lord 
Jefus? 

I iliould make more enquiries, but am fearful of 'tiri~g-, 
you by prolixity. I have heard that you have· the word 
of God tran!lated into Malabar. I have been employed 
in that important work; and we have the whole New 
Tefl:ament, the Pentateuch, and nearly all the Pfalms, 
now in Bengallee. 

It would afford me pleafure to fond you fome periodical 
publications refpecl:ing the fuccefa of the Gofpcl, and the 
ftate of religion in different parts of the world, but at pre­
fent I know not hy what conveyance to do it. Should 



you favour me with an anfwer, I will moil: gladly fend 
you fome. 

One of our brethren is ahfent, or I am fure he would 
join witn brother Fountain and myfelf in chrifiian love 
to. you, and to all the brethren in Chrifi J efus who are 
with you. Tell them we.love them in the Lord, and 
are of one foul with them. 

w.c. 

Rev. Mr. GERICKE to Mr. CAREY. 

My dear lir, Vepery, near Madras, Mar. 2 3, 1793. 

HAPPENING to come to Tanjore, ( in conducting 
thither a new miffionary, and his family, who arrived at 
the end of Ian year from England at Fort St. George, 
near which place I relide at a village called Vepery. ) at 
the time when our late rev. brother and father Mr Swartz 
was to be laid on his death bed; and after his having fallen 
afieep, taking an account of his papers, having been ap­
pointed by him to be his executor, I found a letter directed 
to him by you, of Nov. 21, 1797. Unwilling to deprive 
my brethren at Tanjore of the original of a letter which 
pleafed me fo much, I defired only a copy of it; and hav­
ing returned to Vepery, am now doing myfelf the plea­
fore of replying to the quefiions Hated therein: for which 
I have had no opportunity before, having had little or no 
leifure for writing letters either at Tanjore or during my 
journey. I believe our late father and friend would have 
anfwercd your letter upon the receipt of it, if it had not 
found him confined to his bed by ficknefs, of which he re­
covered only for a fuort time. I hope ft ill that you will 
receive a letter from Tanjore too,. when one of my bre-



tnren there, who is moft acquainted with the !late of the 
congregations fouthward of Tanjorc, ihall have recovered 
from his i llncfs, with which he has been affiicl:ed fince I 
left that p1ace. 1 have alfo communic.ated your letter to 
my brethren the Daniih miffionaries at Tranquebar, whom 
I viiited and conferred with in my return from Tanjore, 
who with me rejoice in your zeal for Chriil. 

I come now to the points on which you defire to be 
informed: 

r. Nine miffionaries are now employed on this coaft. 
Three in Tranquebar, who depend on the Miffion-college 
at Copenhagen; three at Tanjore; one in Trichinopoly; 
two at Vepery near Madras, who depend on the Society 
in London for promoting Chriilian knowledge. They 
preach to their congregations which they have collccl:ed ; 
hold coaforences with the heathens ; difperfe little tracl:s 
which are printed at Tranquebar and Vepery, for the in­
frrucl:ion of the native heathens. 

2.. All the miffionaries are fl:ationed over particular. 
congregations and difl:ricl:s, but fome of them travel fre­
quently. So one of the miffionaries at Tanjore has thefe 
feveral years been half the year in Ramanad, Pallam­
cottah, and other places in the fouth of this peninfula, 
where congregations are collected. The miffionaries at 
Tranquebar frequently vilit the congregations in the 
Tanjore country, which are taken care of by native ca­
techifts and fchool-mailers. I have hitherto made frequent 
journeys to Pullicat, Sadras, Cuddalore, N egapatam, 
V ellore, &c. In all thefe journeys we endeavour to 
preach to the heathens where we fee any collecl:ed, or 
have conferences with individuals whom we meet with. 

3. From Madra5 miJfionaries have travelled, and fent 



catechifls as far as to Arnbore which is 130 miles from 
the coafl:, to vifit the chrifl:ians who live as far up the 
country, and preach to the heathens ; and from T ranque­
bar to Trichinopoly which is alfo about 100 miles from 
-tpe coaft, 

4. There have always been two natives, labourers in 
the miniftry. One died lafl: year at Tranquebar who 
had been ordained by all the miffionarics aifembled there 
for that purpofe : The other refides at Pallamcottah, the . 
fouthern-mofl: place in this peninfula, where we have a 

church and congregation. He was orda!ned by the late 
Mr. Swartz in conjunction with his two colleagues at 
_Tanjore. 

5. The fuccefs of the Gofpel has been but flow with 
u's. At times it has been more rapid. At and about 
Tanjore in a fhort time many have turned from idols to 

God under. late father Swartz's minifl:ry. I am alfo told 
that of lai:e many have been converted in the more fouth­
ern country about Pallamcottah. I fhall endeavour to 
collecl: from the different regiHers an account of the num­
,ber of adults that have been baptized. 

6. With regard to the inward religion of the heart 
among the ·converted heathens, I beg leave to mention 
what late Mr. Swartz faid on his death bed of the chriC. 
tians at Tanjore, "There is in all a good beginning: if 
another fays, But there is nothing perfect; let him examine 
himfelf and then judge." 

7. With refpelt to cafl:, the converts conform to the 
cufl:oms of their cafl: in not eati11g with thofe, or of what 
has been prepared by thofe who are of no call. But the 
cafl: is the greateH oblhcle to thcfe heathens in their open• 
ly avowing faith in the Lord Jefus. 

3L 
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1' he boolu of t1,t O!<l and N tw T efbmcnt are tranf .. 
latcd intn r..falabar, and p1:intcd ; and we rejoice that you 
have (o much of the Scriptures tranl1ated into Bcngalloo. 

If you have ::my periodical publications refpecHng tb~ 
fucceis of the Gofi)cl, and the fl-ate of religion in differ­
ent parts of the World, and will favour me with them, 
plcafe to fend them to the Rev. David Browne at Cal­
cutta. I make no doubt but he will haye the goodnefs to 

forward them to me. 

I recommend myfelf and the miffion on this coafl: to your 
prayers, and thole of your brethren; and fhall always be 
happy to hear that the Lord is with you, and gives fac-
11tefs to your labours. 

Your's, &c. 

Chriftian William Gericke. * 

• A Mif!ion on the M•labar CGaA: has been fupported for ·many yea)l 
by THE SocJETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

There h.avi: been feveraJ worthy char..tl:ers who have labp11r~d in this 
harveft; amongft whom was ~e late . venerable' Mr .• S'W<1rlz, To him, 
as the reader will perceive, Mr. Carey's letter was addte!Ted, but. lils 
dying before 2n oppertl!nity occurred of anfwcrlng it, this w9rk devolved 
e11 Mr. Gerick,, jµs fellow-lab0urer and executor. , 



PILLAGE PREACHING, 

'IT will be feen by the Appendix that fomething has 
been, expended in attempts to promote the interefis of reli­
tio~ in the Villages; where, the Society is happy to fay, 
varioµs efforts have bee11 made, with encouraging profpecls 
of fucccfs. In TJ/iltjhire, a county in which there is 
but little evangelical religion, where our brethren have 
formed an Ajfylant Society, there have been confiderable 
exertions in this way~. Nearly a hundred places have of 
lat~ been regifiered for public worihip, and very ferious 
efforts, have been made by zealoug individuals for pr0-
rnoting the Gofpel of Chrift. In aid of this work, the 
Society has afforded fome affifiance, and has the pleafure 
to add, that the labours of thofe whom they encouraged 
have given them fatisfaction, 

The miffion to Cornwall, though declined for the 
prefent year by this Society, 01i account of the extra­
ordinary expences which would be incurred by the print­
ing of the New Teitament in Bengallee, yet has been 
kindly undertaken by tlie Baptift ltinerating Society in 
London. 

-<>~~-

Sttfh as are dijj,ofed to remember this Charity in their Wills, 
may ufa th.e fallowing Farm of. Bequefl. 

ITEM, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. 
the tum of upon truil:, to the intent 
that they, or either of them, pay the fame to the Trea­
furer, for the time being, of The particular Baptijl So­
ciety far pripagating the Gofpel amongst the R:athen; for 
the uie and lupport of the fai<l Society: and his receipt 
fhall be a foll and fufficient difcharge for the fame. 



NOTA BENE. 

THE delay attending the publication of Number V, .has 
given an opportunity for inferting the accounts lately re­
ceived from lhe Miffionaries, dated from April 5 to May 
12, 1798, which, it is hoped, will fufficiently apologize 
for the detention· of the prefent Number. The Com:.. 
mittee have it not in their power to fpecify the time when 
the fucceeding number may be expecl:ed: they ca11 only 
fay, that it fhall be prepared for the prefs as foon as the 
materials necelfary for that purpofe fhali have come to 
hand. It is intended to conclude the Firjl Volum~ of, Pe­
riodical Accounts with No. VI, which will be accom­
panied with a copious Index and Title page. 

END OF NO, V. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

.AFTER the prtceding Jheets were all printed off, a_nd the 

_Number conjidered as concluded, other Letters arrived from 

India, with a Jew Extralls from which we /hall prefant the 

reader, leaving a more minute detail of various other particu­

lars far Number YI. 

July 4, 1798. 
YOU will naturally be moft of all inquilitive about 

the fl:ate of divine things amongfr us. Brother Fountain 
has begun to prea~h in Bengallee. We labour at home 
and abroad; but conftdering the vait multitudes all around 
us, we are ready to fay, We have hitherto wrought no 
deliverance in the earth. Yardee and Doorgotte;a are frill 
at Moypaul ; and continue much as they were. Hurry 
Charon gives us much pleafure frill, and often talks very 
feelingly about the gofpel. Parbotee is with us: of him 

• however I can fay but little. Gofpel knowledge is fl:ill 
encreafing, and fome Hindoos have even compofed verfes 
in an evangelical frrain, and brought them to us. I find 
alfo by people frequently putting quefiions to my c~ildren, 
and by other circumfl:ances, that there is more enquiry 
than I had imagined. Our fchool, which has been re­
vived fince the departure of R. R. Bojhoo, now confifl:s 
of twenty one children, who every day write out and read 
to us fome portion of the Scriptures, join us in the morn­
ing wodhip, fing hymns very pleafantly, and improve 
confidcrably in writing and accompts. Dinagepour may 
I hope be confi<lered as a rifing intereft. The congrega .. 
_tion of the Bengallees is a very .refpectable one. 

3M 



Three mcll this day arrived from Boo'I'AN with a pre­
Cent from our old friend the Soobah. J: think by a trifling 
prcfent in return to him, or by him to the Dib Rajah, 
now and then, the way might be prepared for introducing 
the Goipel into that hitherto unknown country. Indeed 
l doubt not but providence will open the way for the gof­
pel to be admitted into that and all the neighbouring na­
tions as foon as Miffionaries can be obtained, -which we 
hope will not be long. I know that if God were to blefs 
our labours, much more might probably be done by one 
of the converted natives than by many foreigners, on ac­
count of his being fo intimately acquainted with their cuf­
toins, proverbial expreffions, and prejudices, as to meet 
them with proper arguments. This happinefs however 
we do not at prefent poffefs, and until the Spirit be poured 
out from on high, which I hope will be ere long, the 
Miffion muft be fupplied from England with perfons who 
are proper to labour in the work. 

September 26, I 798. 
THIS morning two men arrived with a Letter from 

the Soobah of BooT AN, and a prefent of two Hill Mino's, 
fl fpecies of birds which are very apt in imitating human 
fpeech, and which I may hereafter defcribe to fome of 
my correfpondents. I infert a tranflation of the l<:tter. 

" SHREE NAY A, Soobah of Bhote Hat, 

SENDS his be£l: compliments to his friend,t Mr. Carey., 
always praying to God for his profperity. The particu-
1,.i.rs of my letter follow : - Fidl, I received the prefent 
you fent me by your two fervants fome time ago. Pre-: 
vious to their arrival my body was affiicl:ed, and that ill~ 

t In a former letter you will nnd that brother Thomas and myfelf per­
formd the ceremony of emwging rupees and b~t.cl with ·the SoolJah, 

(See F· 366.) lince which he ulk; "' frieffJJ, an_d indc:,ed ha~ been very 
frirc,cll y. 



~Ji 
•·~-· 

1,111fs frill continlJCIS, ...- Second! y, I fend two Paiki. ( fer-
vants to carry letters &c. ) to your prefence. May they 
fafely arrive ! ...-Thirdly, The affliction of my body is~ 
follows: a violent pain and confl:rietion in my loins, and 
~lfo .a violent pain under my left thigh, attended with a 
fwelling, and a total lofs of appetite, which has confined 
me to my bed. - Fourthly, Having undedl::ood ail other 
particulars of my affiicl:ion from my Paiks, he fo kind as 
to fend me fome medicines, and if pofsible come yourfelf 
foon to fee me. This is all. 

In the year 288, 5th day of Affin. u 

I was much concerned to hear of the Soobah's affiicl:ion. 
His diforder appears to be the gout, or fciatica. But I 
have fcarcely any medicines ; yet mufl: not fend his men 
away without fomething, which I will take care {hall 
do him no harm, if it does him no good. I addreffed a 
letter to him, recommending him to foment the affected 
part w\th a decocl:ion of wormwood; afterwards to wrap 
it up in wool, and wholly to abHain from drinking fpirits. 
It is now a very bufy time with me, fo that I cannot go 
to fee him ; but intend to vifit him as foon as convenient. 

Ollabi!r rn, I 7-98. 

OUR brethren in England are often the fubjech, of con­
verfa~ion between brother Fountain and myfelf : for not 
having much of that foul-enlivening communion with the 
faints, which you enjoy fo plentifully in, England, we 
often endeavour to fupply its place by talking over our 
former friendfhips, and feel the pleafure.of calling to mind 
the delightful feafons with which we have been formerly 
indulged. Nor do we unfrequently defire moil: earnefily 
to fe_e more of our acquaintance join our ftandard, and 
participate with us in the work of the miffion. 

We are not however without fome agreeable converfation 



and acquaintance, though obliged to travel for it, At 
Maida and its vicinity there are feveral whom I fear not 
to reckon amongft the number of true chriHians. At 
Dinagepour we are much intercfted by the converfation 
of fome who attend our miniHry, and feel particularly 
happy in the fociety of our good friend Mr. Fernandez, 
of whofe genuine piety there is increaling evidence. I 
have lai;ely been introduced to feveral gentlemen whofe 
treatment has been peculiarly kind and refp~aful, and 
whofc acquaintance I find to be of great advantage, on 
account of their eminent knowledge of the Shanfcrit lan­
guage. 

Ollober 30, 1798. 

I HA VE now finifhed .:he tranflation of the Penta­
teuch, Pfalms, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, part of Ezekiel, and the 
New Teftament, I hope the whole Bjble will be tranf..­
lated in another year. Though we have not the happi­
nefs to fee fouls converted to Chrift as we could wifh, 
yet the Lord is much enlarging our fphere of acl:ion.. We 
now preach once a month at Dinagepour, and twice a 
month at Maida, to both Europeans and Bengallees. We 
have alfo congregations at Mudnabatty, and at Moypaul­
diggy. Hurry Charon, Sookmun, and • Yardee will I truft 
be found in the right way·at laft. Our friend Mr. Fer­
nandez appears to have felt the power of the gofpel, and 
I am not without farther hopes at Dinagepour. Our 
fchool increafes ; confifting at this time of nearly forty 
children. However we may be difcouraged at times, the 
true light has begun to enlighten thefe dark regions; and 
I am perfuaded it will never be extingL1ifhcd, but thine 
more and more unto the perfect day. 



PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS, 
RELATIVE TO THlt 

Baptist Mission Society. 

-N~ VI. - -
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 

FROM OUR BRETHREN IN IND.IA. 

Mr. THOMAS to Mr. F---, Kettering. 

A Moypauldiggy, Feb. zz, 1797.• 

---- LA3, we know not what a day may 
bring forth! The moment I awoke one morning, I was 
pierced vVith the cries of two metfengers who requefled 
me to go and fee a poor neighbour about fix miles diihnt, 
who the night before went with another man to drive two 
wild Buffaloes out of his rice field. One of thefe evil 
beafl:s ran fiercely at him, and gored him in a moft fhock­
ing manner. The horn penetrated through the breail:-bone 
to the back, and the air paffed through his wound from the 
lungs. I went to fee the poor man; found his pulfe very 
quick, and his breath very fuort. Dreffed him, as I would 
myfelf, and came away: but the horn went through my 
breaft as well as his; yea, it went through my heart. I 

3N 
• Thi. letter, though dated as above, was not received till after the 

publication of No. V, 



was (o pre/led down and fhockcd, tha.t though· I knew he 
was ftanding on the lait: ftep of the wharf of time, going 
to leave us, and launch blindfold into eternity, yet I 
could not fay much to him. I afked him whether he 
thought he fhould recover? He faid, yes. I told him God 
was able to raife him up; but if he lhould die, where 
would he go to? He did not know. I then afkcd him why 
he went fo near the buffalo? He gave a wife anfwer to 
my foolilh queftion: "It is of God." But fuch expref­
fions are fo light and common with them, that their will 
of God, and our bad luck, found like fynonymous terms. 
Ah! faid I, that God who fcnt a buffalo for you, will 
fend a fever for me, or fomc other difea!e or difafter; fo 
we £hall all die foon, for we have all finned. 

The houfe was fo croudcd and hot, and I was fo over­
come with fenlible objecrs, that I lo!l: light of fpiritual 
ones, and could n.ol recover myfelf. The poor man be­
fore me, with his hand on tbe dreffings ; another holding 
him up, for he could not bear to lay down; the ftreaks 
of hia own blood fiill remaining; the quicknefs of his I~ 
bouring breath, and the idea of the horn in the bofom, 
filled me with a pity for the body which feemed to o"er-

. . 0 
come all pity for the foul. I left him, went out, and 
fowid they had placed a feat for me in the open fweet air, 
where about a hundred of them were affembled to fee me• 
and now I was a little moved with pity for their pc­
ri!hing fouls. I talked with them very earneftly, and 
afked them many important queftions, while fome laughed, 
fome fmoked their hookas, others talked, and all difco­
vered uncommon indifference and fl:upidity. I thought a 

.Miffionary ought to be of a very quiet temper, but many 
other things however are wanting belides quietnefs; and 
above all, what life he lives is of the utmoft confequence. 
Not mere! y a laborious life, a zealous life, a watchful 
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Lord's day; reminding them that- -we· had but a little time 
to ftay in this world. After an hour I left them, to all 
appearance, totally unaff'eaed and infenfible. 

You1·'s &c, 

J. T .. . ~-· 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 

l'l!Cl!:IVED 

FROM OUR BRETHREN IN INDIA, 

From May 22, 1798, to April 5, 1799, 

-eee.ioiee-

Mr. FouNT AIN to Dr. R---, BriJM. 

Mudnabatty, May 2.2, 1798. 

I HA VE not more than once or twir:e feen your na. 
tural face, and have now nearly forgotten what manner of 
man you were, but I perceive there is no neceffity for hav­
ing a perfonal knowledge of any man in order to love his 
charall:er; and think I love thoufands whom I never faw 
in the fleili. Being however acquainted with the concern 
you have for the miffion, I iliall ufe neither formality nor 
apobgy in introducing myfelf to you. Having written 
to another friend a few days a~o, I have little or no intel­
ligence to give; but one end of my letter will be anf we red 
it it induce you to write in reply, as fcarcely any infor .. 
mation from England can be unintcrefting to me, 

\Vhile brother Carey has been tranllating I have frc .. 
quently fat by him and noted down the changes which have 
been judged proper to introduce in certain paflages. He 
fabmitteJ fo:ne to your judgment, anq I will oow fend J 
few more for the likr. purpofe. 



Gen. i. 2. "Earth was without farm and void." Every 
thing muft have fome form. The Heb. word is in Ifa. 
xxxiv, 11, rendered "confufion," and Deut. xxxii, 10, 

" wafte." In the tranl1ation a term has been ufed which 
. fignifies "unfettled." This appears to have been the fiate 
of the earth, when firft produced, for till the third day 
the liquids and folids were intermixed: but on that day 
the waters were gathered together, and the dry land ap-

• peared: 

Gen. ii. 3. "God created and made." Heb. "which 
God created ,o make." Does not creation fignify the 
bringing of being out of non-entity; and making, the fub­
fequent modification of matter or bringing it into order? 

Deut. vi. 8. " As frontlcts between thine eyes." 
The Brammhans, and I believe fome others, retain to 

this day a difl:ingui!hing mark between their eyes. Thofe 

who are wor!hippers of Bee!hnu call their mark Teelo~k. 
It is a ftraight fl:roke from the middle of the crown to the 
end of the nofe. Other Brimmhans put a frraight ftroke 
acrofs their foreheads called Treemundul. This is done at 

their evening wodhip. Others put a curved line, called, 
Ohdho Chunder, ( i. e. half moon) acrofs their forehead 
for the fame purpofe. 

-- xii. 3. " Break down their Pillars." It is 
rendered in the tranl1ation their Statues, according to all 
the languages of the Polyglott. It feems to refer to the 
ftatues of the heathen deities. 

The dialect is fo dilfercnt in different parts of this 
country, that even proper names greatly vary; and differ­
ent writers ufe great variety in fpelling. Brother Carey 
fuppofcs it impoffible for the beil Bengalee to fpcll right in 



mltnr ca(es, without the knowledge of the Shanfcrit, from 
w;11ch the Be:1g:1lce is derived. In this he is liki?ly to be 
a s;rcat proficient. 

I will giYe you the names of three or four places, men­
tio;1ed in the P~riodicai Accounts, in the manner in whkh 
they arc commonly fpelt arid pronounced, with the way in 
which it appears they lhould be written.-Malda, jhould 
lie, Maldoho-Moypaul, Moheepal-Mudnabatty, Modo­
nabotee-Bolahaut, Bllo'lahut-Lulla, Nala.-1 may alfo 
obferve, that thefe names, like mofr of the names of per­
fons and places in this cou11try, have an import. The fig-
nification of thefe is as follows:- • • 

Maldoho: a compound Perfian word. Mal • means 
wealth, or treafure ; doho, a hole. When Joined, the w0rd 
literally means, The Hole of Wealth. This name was 
given by the Muffelmans after their conqucfl: Qf Hindof­
tan; and is very properly applied. It is now adjacent to 
the ruins of Gowr; and many are of opinion that it was 
once a part of that great and ancient city. Therefore 'it 
was as properly called Maldoho, as the county of Mid:_ 
dlefex, or London itfelf; mightbe called, The Recepta,. 
·c1e of Wealth. 

Moheepal, the place where brother Thomas refided, 
is called afte;- the name of a Rajah who lived there. Mo­
hee fignifies the earth; and pal, nourifhment. Literally, 
The Nourijher of the earth. 

Modonabotte, the place where we refide, derived it3 
name from a Rajah who lived here. Modan, is, very 
beautiful; botee, is, likenefs. Literally, 'llu Image of 
Buwty. 



Bho'lahut, a place near Maida, fignifies, A market of 
mijlalm. Bholq, a'mifl:ake; hut, market. 

N ala Gunge, ( Period. Acc. III, 196.) is fo called 
from Nala, a rivulet; and gunge, a fl:illatory: viz . .Ajtil­
la~ory hy a rivulet. Such it is at this day. But as feveral 
merchants refide there, it is commonly. called, "N.J.a 
Gola." Gola is a fiore-houfe. • 

I cannot enlarge farther, having. an intention of wri­
ting to brother Pearce by this fame pofr: but woulci in­
treat you to remember the words of the. Lord J efus, "It 
is more bleifed to gi_ve than to receive." Let me not for 
ever enjoy this bleJJing <}lone, but be thou a partaker 
thereof. 

N a_ture in zeal for human amity, 
• Denies or damps an u11divided joy. 

, Your's &c, 

J. F. 

Mr. FouNTAiN to Mr. P---, Birminghaff!. 

Mudnabatty, May- zS, 179Z. 

A FEW days ago I clofed a letter to Dr. Ryland, 
in which I intimated an intention of writing to you. Since 
then I have received one. from you. I would tell you 
what I felt at reading it, but the attempt baffles my wifh. 
I now feel forry that I have written as if my friend, and 
the Socie'ty itfelf, had forgotten me. I love you all too 
well to g1ve'ybu a moment's pain, and muft now plead that 
love to obtain your· pard'on. 

·1. .. . 

I have ·feen your letter to brother Carey: the encou­
rage111ent you give us to write fredy, tends to relieve my 
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fin; it is God that does all." He ufed many arguments 
to fhew the folly and wicked11efs of fuch ideas; but none 
feemed to touch them. At lail: he faid, Well, if you can 
do no fin, Come and eat fome of my rice with me to day. 
It ,vill' be God's doing, and not yours t With this they 
were ftruck dumb; The peop-le, who ftood around thern 
liilening to all that was faid, fet up a loud laugh, which 
th'ey could not help joining, though it was againft them:.. 
(elves. After this, they went' away. I fuppofe they would' 
Cooner have murdered a man, or have been hanged them­
felves, than have eaten, or even touched any thing which 
was dreffed for us !" 

I thought of your labours oflove faft Lord's day when 
I was preaching to thefe poor fouls from II Cor. iv. 5> 
" We preach not ourfdves, but Chrifl: Jefus," &c. I 
began by telling them that the gofpel was not a fyftem 
devifed by man, to difplay his honour or goodnefs, but 
that it was all concerning J efus Chrift the Saviour of fin­
ners. The preachers of it do not feek to difplay their own 
wifdom, but the wifdom and grace of God. I told them 
i had come hither to be their fervant for J efus' fake; dt:t­
fired them to confider me as fuch, to come and be taught, 
tQ aik others to come ao.d hear the gofpel. I informed 
them how many were labouring and praying for them in 
England; and Oh that I could but fee the fruit of thefe 
labours and prayers ! I fhould be entirely difcouraged were 
it not the work of the Lord. He I know will neither 
faint nor be weary. He will become the God of the whole 
earth! BlefTed be his name for what he is now doing 
among the Hottentots. I long to hear of the fouth-fe;1 
Miffionaries; and of thofc who arc labouring among th:: 
Ameripn Indians. 

J. F. 
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fight-of our houfe; and V:.ill dry up in Oaober. .The 
ground 'will then be te..,fown, and produce fine crops. 
There afo.feveral Villages iri which the waters have rifen 
td::the cealr.-1:s of the houfes. 

,:,iJ Brother Tho_mas is·g:me from this part of the country> 
and isri1ow. in'. the· neighJourhood of Nuddea. · Brother 
Fountain has begun to preach,. and. will be,well underfi:ood 
in a little time; 

... • ,fo my laft I gave you a brief defcription of Indian 
fruits. '. ·Could I tay more about fruits· of grace, :fome ac­
tount of t11efe things might. be more entertaining. Happy 
fuould I be if infi:ead of this, I could tell ofconvedion to 

God, churches formed, and chrifrians dying in the faitli 
of.the gofpel. But having fo little to fay at 'prefent on 
thefe pleating topics, I fill' up their pla~e with what are 

• lets interefting,. and now proceed to defcribe the moit va­
luable producl:ion of the eaft, namely Rice . 

. . -· • Rice : Oryza Sativa is a plant of the Hexandria digy­
nia· clafs and order. There arc various forts of it culti­
vated, but I fhal!. 0:1\y mention four, as being the chief: 
viz. Bhadae, Boona, Hemut, and Bora; which from their 
being fown at different feafons produce four harvefrs in the 
year. , 

The 13hadae is fo called becaufe it ripens in the Month 
Bhadur, or Augufi; and is largely cultivated on mode­
ra;t'e\y low ground. It mull: be oblerved that rice is an 
aquatic plant, or rather femi-aquatic ;, for though the. !i:ed 
mull be fown in dry places, yet_ it always requires about 
four inches of water to bring it to perfe8:ion. There are 
two forts of land in ,this.part- of-the country; viz. a fine 
loam> and a 11:iff clay. The higher parts of the country 
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get flrong before the floods come on, it mll grow as faft 
as the water rifes, which is fometimes a cubit or two in a 
night; and it will prof per in water from one to fifree.R 
cubits deep; nay I have heard that it will rife with a 
flood to twenty cubits high. If a flood however comes on 
it before it gets fl:rong, and covers the top of it for a few 
days, it generally dies; as is the cafe this year with a very 
large quantity. This fort ripens in November. 

The Himut rice is planted in July and Augufr, and 
ripens io Dec.ember; which is the principal han.-efl month 
in this country. This is almofl: entirely cal~ivated in 
clay lands which are of fo clofe a texture as to retain tr.c 
water after the rains are over. Water is fo neceff"ary to 
ripen rice that laft year the greatefl: part of it died for want 
of rain; and this neceffary article of life is now double the 
price it generally feils at. This fort takes its name from 
Heem, Cold, becaufc the harveft is in the cold feafon. 

The Bora is only planted in fouill quantities at the 
bottom of pond,, nearly dry, and other low places where 
it can be coiweniently fupplied with watec in the dry fea­
fon. It is planted in January, and ripens in May. 

The Boona grows to ten or twenty feet long or more, 
and being carried forward by the ftream, the corn often 
fal-ls on another man°s field, while nothing remains on the 
fo:ld which was fown but the roots; and many quarrels 
are occafroned thereby in harveft time. The other forts 
of rice grow about as high as oats, which . they :ufu 
fomewhat refemble in their fructification. 

After the rice is reaped, it is carried home on the poo­
ples backs: for they ha-v-e Il() waggons, agd though they 
have an awkward fort of ~ar:ts, yetfcarciy any farmer po!.:. 



fdfcs one; nor arc tln~y ever ufed to carry home their 
corn. It is then trodden out by builocks; four ·or fix 
of which arc tied to a poft, and made to walk round 
and round on it till it is clean. Or if the quantity be 
very fn~all, it is Eot thought worth whi!e to bring the 
bullocks, a:~d a perfon takir.g the focaves by the but end, 
heats the ears on a board, which with three or four 
ftrokes to a ibeaf~ beats out the corn. -The ri_ce .thus 
beat our, fomewhat refembles barley, being like that co­
vered with a hard hulk. This the Englifu call Paddy, 
but I cam.at tell why. The Bengalee's call it Dhan. 1 

In order to feparate it from the huik it is boiled in wa­
ter, aud after .being dried, is pounded in a large -wooden 
mortar, mentioned in my letter to brother Morris, of 
Dec. 5, I 797. * Or when the Rice Merchants prepare 
a great quantity, another infirumeni:, called a Dhenky, 
is ufed. This is a lever, about fix feet long, and fix 
inches fquare; which is laid on two fiumps fixed in the 
ground, about eight or ten inches high, by means of a 
horizontal pin pafTed through the middle of the lever: 
and at the other end from the perfon who works it is a 
perpendicular pin with an iron hoop round it,: which falls 
into a hole made in the earth. One woman generally fits 
to put the Dhan into this hole, while another, putting 
her foot on the other end of the lever, .works it up and 
down, fomewhat in the manner of weavers treadles. 
This feparates it from the hufk, and it is then fit for ufe. 
In this fiate the Bengalees call it Chai: and when boiled 
for eating, Bhat. 

Rice is the principal food of the Bengalee's, which 
rhey bpi!, and eat twice a day. If they. can-get:this,!they 
:µ:count thernfelves wdl Jed: but 1· hav~ kilowriJpeople 





Mr. 'tHOMAS to a RELATION', 

Chandcrnagore, Ang. a, 179S. 

A FEW 'days ago I received your welcome letter, 
dated Nov. 1797. At! the accounts I -have received of 
my fiil:cr's death, have heen very brief. • I- am-very defir­
ous of knowing-how it was with- her: what-fears, what 
hopes, what her dying words, her views andexpe8ations. 
fiitl-fue exp-eel: to ·did or did the hour ·come, as it does 
moil generally, at fuch a time as fhe th'ought-not:? When 
death ·comes into a honfe and into a family~ it takes. -one 
or tWO away' and looks hard ·at the reil:, and fays to t:hem, 
" Be y-e alfo Teatlyn--ready '..at 'a moment's. warning, t-0 
leave this world and all its wearifome vanities, and dif­
·gufting pomps. -0 bldfed and merciful -Saviour, -bufe 
-t'hy 11oice to 'Te:ich Mr hearts, as it did the putrifyi-ng·body 
of Lazarus, that we may awake and rife up a-nd -be .ready, 
whilein the ·hurry of life, -for ·the-mdfenger of deetcb. 
-You ob(-erve, ·my dear -coufin, "You ·are -in· a -w~fl<l '--of 
'wicketlnefs, farrounded with·-:almoft every-thing ,tnat•1'S 
ilattering and alluring, with-hearts ever prone-to -yield- t-o 
temptation, without any earthly protector, &c, &c." I 
·am glad you are fenfible of your dangeroudituation. I 
·tremble for you, and • I pray for you. Y eur pr-eteet0F is 
-in heave~ and he is the ·orily Potentate. -No•one-has-any 
·power to help and pr.otecl: you, butwhat •is lodged in 
them by his-hand, who ·has all power in ·heave~1 and earth. 
I may fay to you as Mary the Mother of our Lord to 
'the fervants at· the wedding feaft; " Whatfoever HE 
faith to·you," Do-it. Does he fay, Watch and pray? Do 
it. Does he fay·you·ought to pray-always and not to-faint, 
nor give over, nor be difcouraged, nor take denial? Do it. 
Do~ he fay you fhould pray alone, in fecret, and make 
.known all your requefts day by day? [)r; it. Does he fay 
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you and your fiA:er, fuould pray together ?- Do it. Dp.es. 
he fay, Labour, A:rive, look to me, come to lyh:? Do it. 
1 know very well what it is t~ have the life and vower 
of religion eaten up by wottdly ruft "nd ca!'e, and to be 
fo intoxicated by the bufinefs Qf the da.y as t9 contract day· 
by day fa~h a load of guilt, fear and £hame, and fuch a­
~nfuli.on in my foul about works and grace, as ends often 
in drowning the foul in perdition. It fuews, itfelf in 
Naaman's humour, who very neai;Jy loft his cure by it. 
Had the f'ervants at the wedding been like me, they would 
have faid, What is the ufe of ·filling these water pots with 
water? Will water d:>? Will work do? Will duty do? 
Will means do? Will prayer do1 When the devil has 
got us thus far he has little to do to _p~rfuade us to neglect 
prayer, meditation, fclf-examination, reading, and every 
other plain duty, under fo\Ile focret pretence or other. 
And the foul fo()n feels the effecl:s, juil: as the body would 
if it neglected its means, as eating, drinking, refting &c. 
When you enter into the clofet1 if you do not find hea­
ven there, yet do it, for he bids you. If you find the Lord 
does not appear lit once, yet it;. is good for y~u to hope au.d 
quietly wait at his door-poil:, for the appearance of CHRIST. 

lt 1s good, 0 yes it is good to wait for H1M. What he 
fays, do it, and wait and look for him. If he come to you 
and fop with you ang abide with you, as your loving, mer­
ciful, and dying Saviour, yet living, and you therefore 
fhall live; this, this will deaden your heart to this world 
more than any thing. Make Jefu!> your bofom friend, tell 
him all your concerns freely. Open your heart to him: 
he knows how to pity, and pardon1 and help you, and to 
have compaffion on them that are out of the way. HE is 
a mercifol and faithfol high pricft, h:t us .commit our fouls, 
our lives, our all into his hands, for cleanfing after the 
ma,n11er of the fanltuary, (or this is Ha work. ".l will 
gtiide thee with mine eyf;," I.-ct yoLir eyes !De up t~ Hll11I1 





to do, ancl providence make your path very clear indeed 
before your fa.ce_. I _k11ew two young women who appear­
ed t'> belong to Chrift, '!l'ho came out and drank iuto the 
gay fpirit ot'. Calcutta, ai1J were great lofers in grace for a 
few·ycars, ahd-tke1nhe-Lord took them both out of it by 
death, 

,,lk;f,ts::'lf ,. ntyfelf and Betfy have lately lived in a boat, 
and that a· tinaU,orie, fo that 0nly- Betfy -:outd ftand up­
right: 'in·-it;• < w~ were•a: long titne on die-water, anci en­
couht<!red·fome il:otms and dangers: at }aft when the rain 
ca1,ie-in;· we-fled to eh~· place .for fuelter, where we have 
taltenra•little •ciJy-and air-y houfe till the rains are over~ 
W'hilt/we wcfre moving ,into the houfe wei :obferved. th~ 
hand,'of.°-pt-ovlderice in one inftanc~ very .vifibly: we had 
tak!!n a:11 ·our trunks, ba/k.ets, -and ftuff of every ki.cd ·out 
of the boat, aild then~ and not till then,' a plank which the 

• water worm had eat~n, gave way, and down fhe went to 
the bottom,- th9ugh fever;u men atte~pted to prevent it 
by bailing her:. had this happened in deep water and far 
from fhorn, yo)l w~uld have heard 1io mqre of us till you 
had ended your pilgrimage. 

I wilh I. c~uid tell you :of the fuccefs of Chrift's caufe 
here ; the gofpel is .pr~~ch~d. and the word of God, tha~ 
fourc_e of t~4e riches, c·orr.!es on by a tratiflation : but when 
will the Lord" grant teftimony.to the wor~ of his grace? 

Your's &c. 





Thus a man's life confdleth not in the abundance of 
the things that he poffeffeth : but even while he is dei1i­
tute of earthly friends and comfort, and all things conii­
dere:d in a ftate which mankind commonly reckon mifer4 
able and wretched, one fmile from above turns his dark­
nei's into light, and he is as happy and contented a:; Solo­
mon in all his glory. nu afk why I have not written? 
The truth is my health has been broken and interrupted, 
and my fpirits fo dried up, that I could not write with 
any comfort to myfelf, or with any hope of pleziin!s my 
friends : and even J1ow I am obliged to ufe fome compul"". 
five methods, for the weathtr is exceffively hot, and I 
:a1n either.wife much indifpof ed ; but on the other hand, I 
have fuch an enormous debt to .pay in letters, and foch a 
longjourney before me, that I muH compel myfelfto w:·ite 
to you. 

As to ourfelves, we are unfcttled;. and for my own 
part~ Ihardl'y expect any certain dwelling-place any more 
in this ·.world. My time is fhort, and the inconvenience 
is' fmall. If I get the.lowdl-b~a~ in heaven, I iliall 
be to all ~ternity a monument o£ the riches of grace and 
mercy of Goa in ,Glwifi J efu~; 

:- ' ·N5 ·great work has yet been wrought by us as Mif­
funar-i-cs-:'11Hfn have beerimoved and alfeckd variOUli ways 
lly i:fie. pr.eaching- of the gofpd, and we continue in ex~ 
p·~B:-ation -of feeing the Lqrd's hand .revealed to fome of 
them;·• We ~enjoy fome tokens for good, and encoura-g-e­
ment to patience ·of hope. V:uious firiking proviuem:es 
·fiill attend us, and though the Lord's houfe is not built, 
yet -a great deal of rubbilh • is ·removed, and -the way of 
tile Lord, by aH thefe means, -is prepared ; his paths ar-e 
-making frraight, and we expeB: him to come. 

I .do not know any undertaking which requires (Q 



much of the l1a1\d of G00. dircL9:ing cletormin:itcly, as the 
work of a .l\·hffic:'Jn. A ma~1 had· 11ee1.; .have fomethii1g of 
that aliura•Kc which the Apoll:k's had when they lhi(ho 
the lai11e man~ Arile and walk; or elfo the lpirit ch~1t !till 
W31 k::: in the children of difobediem:c ·will fay, Jefus I 
know, ",1d • Paul I know, but who art thou? It is no 
kde ma~.er.:fot a ma11 in this liril! to. keep up his fpirits .. ; 
110 little thing for him to keep himfelf as a veffel meet:fdr 
h* Mafi:er's ulc. If however; a man has really. got a 
Millionary's faith, though it be only like one poor.fingle 
~rain of muflard feed, that wi.11 'p-rove fofficient to carry 
him through.every difficulty,.' ~1d.f upport him tiH: he ·has 
accompldhed the will, delivere~(the.:meffage, and fu:1fi!led 
all the errand of Him that .fenehim; i. 

I have juft preached the Gofpel at Be~ree Chunefee, 
where it was never _heard before. 

. Yo~r's sdc, . 
~•: .r"7 

J .. :;i;-. 

Mr. CAREY ~o Mr. l¼ · .. •. ·, ::Clipflone., ·,_:·,,;;: 

,; . 
1

, Mudnab~tt~, S,~· ~.6,r:179S. 

A CONSIDERABLE _time ago- I ,wrot.~:JRy,ou, 
and becaufe I wiih~ctnpt to lof~ any opportuni_ty,;I:bc::gan 
this feveral mont;hs ago, thougb' n.ow copying i.t µ_ndi::r thi,s 
date. Several. Qpportunities of fending, ,to E_ngland,);i.ave 
gone by without our kn9wJedge; for .. we do not fe_e the 
news-papers till about teh d~y~ aft,er yiey are py~liilied, 
which you· will <.:_eafe to WQ.{lder at when .I inform you 
that a paper cofts a Rupee, or about two (billings ~nd 
four-pence _Engli(h; we therefore do not purchafe theJI\, , 
but are indulged with feeing them from fome of our 
friends after they have read them_. This is fufficient tQ 



~xplain the reafon why tingle lhips have often gorte With­
out a letter from us. 

Notwithflanding • what I hate for1tteriy written to 
you on the peculiar drtfs of the rlativ'es, yet I n~ver faw 
any part of their conduct which could ju4Hy fl:atnp their 
character with itturioilefty, even in the ju_dgen1ent of rnore 
polifuecl nations. 1t trtuft be confeffed thit the lower cla!Tes 
are noify and ofteil quarrelf6n1e; and a&utive 'f() a: great degree. 
Th i's is not forprifing when- it is undedl:Md that there isno 
fuch thing as keeping fecr~s among the·people of Hittda(;;. 
tan; but whatever two perfons know.is pubH!hed wi~t 
rererve. Their quarrels are al] iri public, an'd' the c,otr­
tending parties, often flanding ·at the diflance-of ~-alf a fur.;. 
long, pour out their abufe in the moh impetuous _manner~ 
Men of the ·higher clafs, however; are as· weJI behave·& 
as Europeans, though it mull: be acknowled~el they are 
more fervile; and all tlaffes are very coinpla'ifatrt, mtrcfi 
more fo tha:fi' tlie Englifli. · The highd_ women', owi:ni 
to their being conftairtly immured in their houfc;s, app'.e·ar 
quite foolifh with fhame; entire! y covering their faces dri 

the approach of a fl:ranger; and fpeaki11g fo faintly as 
fcarcely to be heard. 

In former letters I have given you fome accountof 
the .7,ftenjils of .the • 1~atives, and lhall now add' a little 
mo_re on this fubjecl:. Thofe ufed in Hufoandry claim ffic 
firft place .• You inui'f underiland, that no horfes ·are ever 
ufed in _the bufinefs of agriculture hdre. All work is 
done by Oxen; and fome Cails ufe C.01.vs. It requ;res 
two to draw a- Bengal plough, which draw ·double ur- Jid'e 
to fide. 



' 
A Bengal plough is the moil: fonple inLlrument rma~ 

ginable. It confifls of a crooked piece of wood, fharp at 
one end to enter the earth: under this cn<l is fixed a plate 
ef iron which forms the plough-fuare. A bamboo of about 
two feet long is fixed to the other end, which makes the 
handle of the plough; and in the midft a long firaight 
piece of wood, or bamboo, called the Eejh, which goes 
between the bullocks, and falls on the middle of the yoke, 
to which it hangs by means of a peg, and is tied by a 
firing. The yoke is a neat infl:rument, and lies over the 
necks of two bullocks at the fame time, jufl: before the 
hump on the {boulders, and has two pegs defcending on 
the fides of each bullock's neck; by means of which it is 
tied wit_h a cord under the. throat. There is only one 
man, or boy, to each plough, who with one hand holds 
the handle of the plough, and with the other guides the 
animals, by pulling them this way or that by the tail, and 
drives them forward with a flick. The land requires 
from five to ten plowings to prepare it for the feed; and 
one plough will be fufficient for from five to ten Biggahs, 
or from three to fix acres. 

The Harrow is a more fimple in{hument frill ; being 
nothing but a wretched piece of a ladder, made of bamboo, 
about four feet long ; a cord fixed to it, ties it to the yoke, 
and the driver ftands on it while the oxen draw it along, 
holding himfelf up by putting his hands occafionall y on 
the rump of the beafts. This drawn four or five times 
over the land is fufficient to break the clods, and make 
the furface fmooth. The plough is called Nungul; the 
plough-ihare P ha!; the yoke: Jooal; bullocks, plough &c. 
compleat, are call'ed Hall; and the harrow, Mwy. 

You will ealily fuppofe that fuch feeble. infiruments 
::rre infufficient to break up new land, abounding with 



fome of our forts of fhong grafs, which rife from foe 
to fifteen feet high. To prepare fuch land therefore for 
the plough, the roots mufl: be dug up, or rather hoed up, 
for no fpades are ufed here; nor could thefe people, who 
wear neither £hoes nO£ ftockings, conveniently ufe them 

• if they could be obtained. They have a vary excellent 
infl:rument however, called a Kadalee, which anfwers the 
purpofes of a fpade and a hoe. It is in the form of a hoe, 
with a handle about two feet an<l a half long, and the 
iron as wide and fl:rong as a fpade; which not only ferves 
to clear away the roots in hutbandry, but anfwers the 
purpofe of a hot: and a fpade in gardening. I had hoes 
made here after the Englifn manner, but the people de. 
fpifed them, thtnking their own Kadalee fo much better. 
I have an Englilh fpade which they ufe to dig up plants, 
and trees, and they prefer it to their own ; but could not 
ufe it confl:antly for the reafon above mentioned. Land, 
after it has been pJowed, is cleaned by the hand ; and be. 
ing inconceivably more foul than in England, that part 
of the labour is very great. The people however are to­
Jerabl y gQod farmers, and are difpofed to fpare no pains in 
cultivating their land. 

Watering land is here an effential part of huiban­
dry: for rjce mull: always grow in three or four inches of 
water, anq. high land cannot be plowed in the dry feafon 
till it has fidl: been watered. For this purpofe they have 
an infl:rument, called a ]ant, which confill:s of a hollow 
trough of wood, a little curved, about fifteen feet long, 
fix inches wide, and ten inches deep. Having erecl:ed 
ty,ro or three bamboos on the b~nk of a pond, or river, in 
the form of a g::i.llows, they place this trough on the ho­
rizontal beam. One end of it rell:s upon the bank, where 

-a gutter is prepared to convey the water ; and the other 
end dips into th~ river, by means of :\ man fl:anding o,n a 
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.cumA:ances mufr app.ear trivial. Let me infiance the­
three lafr days, v,z. Sep. 23, 24, 25. --

Sep. 23· Lord's day. Arofe about fun-rife, and ac­
cording to my ufual practice, walke~ into my graden for 
.mc,!ditation ang prayer, till the fervants came to family 
wodhip, which is conducted alternately by brother Foun­
tain and myfelf. In the morning, when the facl:ory fer­
vants, and my own labourers are prefent, the fervice is 
performed in Bengallee : in the evening, in Englifh. 
To day, being Lord's day, the labourers did not attend, 
only the fervants. Brother Fountain read Pfalm lxx,,, 
expounded it, and conduded in prayer. After this we 
breakfafied. ' Very foon afterwards two men arrived with 
a letter from the Soobah of BouT AN,* and a prefent of two 
Hill Mino's, a kind ofbird very apt to imitate human fpeech. 
J infert a tranflation of the letter.t Tranflated twenty verfe-s 
of the xliv chapter of Jeremiah, when it was near! y time 
io attend public woriliip, which began at half pafr ten. 
The congregation fomewhat lefs than for fome time pafr. 
I began by reading the xvi chap. of Ifaiah: fung a hymn; 
prayed; and fung a fecond time. Preached from Eph. vi. 
I 2, I 3. We ture..ftle not again/! jlejh and blood, hut agai,yl 

principalities, a_gairyl powers, agai'!ft the rulers of the dark-
·nefs. of th_if world, againfi fpirituol wickednefs in high plaw. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of Gad, that )'e 
may be Qb/~ to withjland in the evil day, and having done all, 
to jland. I int~oduced the fubjecl: by noticing the impor~ 

'!' ! ~ve confurmed to the corrupt writing of Geog1·aphers in fpdlin; 
this wor,l. The Bootanefe c:111 it Bhote Des. Des is the Hindoo 11·orJ 
fo~ a country: It is therefore called the cotintry of the Bhotes, or Bhoc,, 
1-Vith the o founded long. They call themfelves Bhots. 

t This letter, with an account oft he anfwer to it, were inf~.-ted amon~,1 
a few brief e.<trac\s towJrds the dl).le af Na. V. p. 437, to ,-.+ich er.: 

• reader is ftfcrred. • 





After dinner, read one of Flavel's {ermons in the fa~ 
mily. Brother Fountain preached in Bengallee in the 
evening, from Judges x. 14, 15. Go and cry unto the god; 
which ye have chofen: let them deliver you in the time of your 
tribulation. ..dnd the children of lfrael /aid unto the Lord, 
We have finned, do thou unto us whatjoever feemeth good unt~ 
thee, deJi-ver us only, we pray thee, this day.-After Tea, 
he read to us one of Prelident Davies' fermons. 

Sep. 24. Arofe and retired into my garden for prayer 
and medi~ation. To day a great number of perfons at­
f~nded our family wodhip; viz. thirty-four fchool-boys, 
tweJve labourers, feveral fervants, and fome ftrangers. 1 
read and expounded. Pfalm lxxvi; and we concluded with 
prayer and finging. Afterwards the fervants all received 
orders refpe8ing the bulinefs of the day. 

I ordered a letter to be written to the Soobah of Bou­
'r AN, with a few prefcriptions, and a little good_ advice. 
It is a very bufy time with me now, fo that I cannot go 
to fee him; but intend to vif1t him as foon as convenient: 
and then I hope to afcend thole il:upendous mountains 
which are fo high as to be feen at Moypauldiggy; a dii'.. 
tance of 200 or 250 miles. One of thefe diftant mountai11s, 
which is feen at Moypaul, is concealed from view by the 
tops of a nearer range of hills, when you approach within 
(>o iniles of them. The difl:ant range forms an angle of 
about ten degrees wiyi the horizon. 

To day I wrote to brother Thomas, who is now at 
Calcutta, and has been preaching very frequently of late. 

I am now beginning to prepare land for the fowing of 
Mulhrd, and other cold-weather crops; as wheat, barley, 
pulfe, flax, &c. Sowing thefe now will prepare the l:rnd 
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fur receiving lnd~go feed in April. Employed nearly all 
the morning in putting the people in their proper places~ 

Spent the afternoon in reading one of the Shaflers 
with my Pundit, and learning Shanfcrit. Towards even­
ing walked out for reflection &c., as is my utual cufl:om. 
After family wodhip, which we always attend to as foon 
as tea is over, I correcl:ed a chapter in Ifaiah, and traM­
lated one in Jeremiah. After fupper went into my gar­
den for prayer, which I generally do; when the. moon 
fhines, on account of its being quite retired.· ,vhen 
nights are dark I dare no~ follow this'pracl:ice for fear of 
Serpents, which are very numerous.' 1- have known fe­
veral inil:ances of perfons having been bitten by the -Cobra 
Capeila, and who have died in lefs than a. quarter of an 
hour. It is but a few nights fince i was .preferved; per-' 
haps from death, by the loofenefs of my pantaloons, or 
trnwfers; for, going into an olit-houfe in the duik of the 
evening, fomething ftruck againfl my leg; which-I thought 
to be a frog; but opening the :door, a fnake crept out, 
wbich was the animal that fttuck me; but it wa:s too 
dark for me to diftinguifh the fpecies, fo as to fay whe­
ther it was harmlefs or not. To day a ferpet1t was-caught 
which I intended to fend to brother_ Pea1'ce, but the wind 
blew it away. It was no thicker than ·a fine thread, 
though two or three feet long. • 1 liave feen fever~I. 
They refemble a white thread. I need not fay that fuch 
a little creature is harmlefs. 

Sep. 25. Began the day as before. After breakfafl, 
beat, or agitated a :vat of Indiga,-·the laH of the feafon. 
Sent fome letters to Dina~epour to go by the pofl. Was 
much encouraged by over-hearing Hurry Charon talking 
about the gofpel to fome !hangers, who attended our wor­
fhip this m'Jrning. I heard him ftrongly recommend it 



to them• tellimg them that tkere-was Mdiing of harm in 
it ; but that it was certainly the right way. I took no 
notice of him, and do not lrno\.-.,.that he· faw me. Ao hour 
or· two aft!erwards, he came with them to beg a eopy 
of dur hymns for them, whkb I ordered Parbotee to 
write. 

As my ~Qurfe of liv:ing is one continuation of the fame 
line of action, no1; many new or interefiing circumftances 
occur .. Our worfhip ~s l¼ated. My retirements are ilated. 
I confiantly ·employ the forenoon in temporal affairs; the 
afternoqn in reading, writing, learning Shanfcrit &c; and 
the evening)>y; candle light, in tranflating the fc{iptures,, 
and correcting the tranflation. And except I go 01:1.t to 
preach, which is often the cafe, I never deviate frOlJl this 
rule,. • 

A gentleman, lat~l y returned from Calcutta, mentions. 
a Captain in the army there, who is employed in tranJ­
lating the fcriptures i~to the Perfi.an language. 

Your's &c, 

w. c. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. vS---, 0/nq. 

Mudnabatty, Oct. 10, 179S. 

YOUR'S of Sept. 5, 1797, arrived a very little 
time ago, having been nearly twelve months on the paffage, 
I fuppo'!e owing to the war, which often detains ihip~ in 
harbour a long time ; this alfo makes our correfpondences 
ifregular: but thig being the feafon of the fhips arrival, 
I embrace the opportunity with pleafure, to write to my 
friends by their return. 
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We 'Were laft Lord's <lay at Dinagcpuur, where I. 
preached to a good congregation of the nativ.cs, from 
I Thefs. ii. 13. I dwelt pretty much, firil-, On the im­
portance of bclievi1!g, or receiving the gofpel aright; -and 
fecondly, On the effcB:u<1l working of the golpel in t~ofe 
who thus believe. Afterwards I preached in· Englifh, 
from Col. i. 19, 20. and feveral refpcclable perfons at. 
tended. Brother Fountain was to ~ave preached. in the 
evening; but we agreed to fpend the opportunity ircprayer~ 
In fhort, things appear very hopeful at thls-plac~. · 

I now and then prefent you with a few obferv,ations 
on the T-Vorfoip; and Mythology of the Hindoos.' As: the 
Burning :of Women with· their Huibana_s is one of the 
moft;iingular, and {hiking cuHoms~of this people, ana 
alfo very ancient, as you will ~c by the Reek Bede, 
which contains a law r~lating to it, l fhall _ begin with 
this. Having juft tead a Shinfcrit book, ~ailed Soordhee 
Sungraha, which is.a colleaion of laws from the various 
Shafrers, arranged under theit proper heads. I £hall give 
you an extract from it; omitting fome fentences which 
are mere verbal repetitions. Otherwife the tranflation 
may be depended on as exalt.-T,he ·words prefixed to 
fome of the fentences are the names of the original books 
from which the extrall:s ate made.-

.Angcera. After the huib:md's death, the vittClous wife 
who burns herfelf with him,* is like an .Afoondhatee, t and 
will go to blifs.-If ihe be within one days joun1ey of 
the place where he dies, and indeed virtuous, the burn-

• It may be proper to obfcrve that the Hlridoos never bury their 
dead, but, if they can afford it, always burn them. If they be too poor, 
or the perfon be cendered unclean by fome incurable difeafe; they are ei-­
ther thrown into a river, or left on the groupd to be devoured. 

t A kind of Cc!cfti.il beings which are fabled by the Hindoos, 









t"Yte;r produc\:ions. Perhaps alfo 
0

Mr: Matitice's funda­
mental oocl:rine is more ingenious than juil: : or if jufi, yet 
·Jie'has certainly il:rained it too far. • 

It is with pleafure I he:v of a miffionary fpirit break­
ing Olit i11 America, and Oil the continent. The fields 
~re indeed white to har,·eft. : Staying at horn'e is now be­
·come kn.fill in ·many cafes, and will become fo more and 
-more. AIJ giftdhould be· e1~ouraged, ·and fpread abroad. 

w.c. 

Mr. ·Fou~i A_iN to. Mr. F. • _, °Kette~ing~: 
• '·• C , : /:: • • ' .•• 

r- . c . ' 1 • : • Mudnah:ftty,iOcl.~12., 1798;. 

-,'JU:;.T two years have elapfciFfirlc~';l arrived -'at 

this p1ace;. ·1 feel myfelf at home f6f-;th.e:}W-t.i/z..on'~-Jake, 
thougli I--as well· remember, and· as fincerely 1 love my 
friends in- ·England, as on the oay when rrtfete~' t"ook tndr 
!all i-etr~cl:- C)f Britain's receding fuoie=.' - Shbuld' yo~ 

·think me: rnlatory iii'. writing; I mti~ apokrgizdor ITI}'.felf 
as you do, by· remii-lding you of-the complaint' irimy head-, 
perhaps.not very unlike your own, and from vvhic:h brother 
Thomas gives me n~ hqpe o(obtaining relief. It,'.pr~vei~fs 
µi.e from fitting lo11g together either to n:ad, write;-,•Qr 
think;. - . '.:::; 

On the tenth of, !aft June I began to preach" in-the 
language of the country. I had th~n been here juft ci~e 
year and eight months: Since then, I have_ i1:1 g'r~~;·tl 
preached three 9r four times· i~ a week. 13rother. Carey 
:nd I -.i.rc nov, enx~,icJ alternately, both on· week, dlly 



mornings, and fabbath days. I always feel a greater dif­
ficulty to find words in prayer than in preacking. Brother 
Carey tells me it was the fame with him; and indee<l 1 
perceive ~t;irl Jiim to the prefent day. My fidl: difcourfe 
(QJ;hefe idolatrous tribes was .founded on Rev. xiv. 6, 7 . 
.( Jaw another angel jiy in the mic!fi of heaven, having_ Jhe 
everlafling gofpcl to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and 
to:-i!very nation, and.kindred, and tongue, and people. Saying 
with a loud voice, Feilr God, and give glory to him; far: thr 
"/Jou,; of his judgement is come: and worjhip him who made hea­
ven, and earth, and the Jea, and the Jountaius of waters. 

Oh ! that I could fee more of the angels of Chrift 
Bying towards Bengal, to call men from the !ervice of 
dumb idols, to that of the living God. While I am writ­
ing, the drums are beating in the villages, preparatory to 
one of their greateft acts of idolatry. . Prefs the Society to 
follow up w,hat it has here begun. 

What bofon{ fill'd \vith pious zeal, 
Doth for its God's dilhonour feel ? 

W)ut h~;rt with generous ardour glows 
To plead his_caufe againll his foes? 

For the encouragement of every fucceeding Miffionary 
I may fay, his advantages will be greater than thofe who 
were here before him. Mine are greater than brother 
Carey's were, as. I have the benefit of hearing him preach, 
and afking ·him quefl:ions. Thofe who may come afi:er us 
will fare better ilill; and one great advantage to future 
Miffionarie3 will arife from having the Bible in their hands 
as foo1_1 as they arrive. In another year I hope it will all. 
be ready for the prefs, and perhaps the printing begun, if 
we {hould be able to procure types in this country. 

Lately reading the fixth chapter of Judges., I met with: 
feveral circumftances which appear to be illutha.ted by the 



nffoms of this country. The Angel's coming anti fitting 
under a tree, anf wer exacHy to the plaee and pofition in 
which travellers reft themfelves in India. -One may al­
ways fee fomebody fitting in the ihadc of a great tree. 
Gideon appears to have bee1,1 threfuing out of doors-: and 
the fame is the pracl:ice of this country. They do- n_ot 
make ufe of a flail as in England; but, holding the, {heaf 
in both hands, thike it agairlil a board. The prefent tkat 
Gideon prepared for his gueft, was juft in the manner of 
this country. In England it is a day or two's work, to 
ktch a iheep, to kill it, and get it ready for the tableJ 
but here a man will take a fheep or a goat, kill it, and 
cook it, all with his own hands, in the ihort fpace of two 
hours. They cut the meat into little bits to boil, jufi: 
like pye-meat in England. Thus it is probable did Gi­
deon: and when it was done, took the pieces of meat, and 
put them in a bafket, and the foup in a pot. Brother Ca-· 
rey and I have often eaten fuch-a dinner as this,_ under a 
Tree. It is nothing with us now to eat and fleep under 
a tree when on a journey. In t_his country we are 
oblige<l to take with us provifions. for our[elves and our 
bea.fts, there being no public inns nor roads for the ac- • 
£Ommodation of travellers. 

y OJI will be pleafed to hear that our fchool increafes 
very fafr. We have now in-it thirty fix lads. They are, 
of all cail:s, from the higheil: to the -lowe!l:; and of various 
ages from five to twenty. _ Surely it; will be a bleffing in 
the end. It is pleafunt to hear feveral .ofthe dear children 
join every mornirig in a gofpel hymo, Oh that they may. 
become the children of God ! 

This is a fickly time. The people are falling all 
around us. I bear fome medicines have arrived for us. I 
am glad of it. \Ve might ( humanly (peaking) fave many 



Jives, if we had emetics and a dofe or two of bark to-admi­
nifier when the fever firfl: attacks them. Brother Thomas• 
removal is a great lofs to this part of the country. I under-
• frand he has been thronged with patients from place to place 
wherever ne has been. Perhaps there nevu was a perfon 
jn this country who has done fo much in this way for the 
poor and needy as he has. The bleffings of hundreds rea­
PY to perilb have fallen upon him. His regard to them is 
fo great, that I have known him to get no fleep for a whole 
night when he has had a furgical operation to perform 
the next day. He has many qualifications which render 
him the fittefl: perfon for a miffio.nary that could any where 
be fou11d, 

Your's &c, 

]. F. 

Mr. CARtY to Mr. P-----., Birmingham. 

Mudnabatty, Nov. ::i.3, 1798. 

TO my great joy I lately received your's of Sep. 3, 
1797 to March I, 1798, for which I am indeed under 
great obligation to you. The contents are fuch as rejoice 
my fpirit, and I may with truth fay, that next to feeing 
your face, a pleaCure which I never more expecl: in this 
life, the greatefl: gratification you can give me is to fend 
me now and then a long letter. To he:ir of the progrefs 
of religion in England, and other wefiern parts of the 
world, is encouraging to us ; and I believe if I could 
fend you good accounts of the work of God amongft us, 
it would tend much to our encouragement, as well as 
your's, 

This Million is a fubjecl: ,.vhich has very much occu­
pied my heart from the fir£!: ;-and now, after five years 

:~ s 



feparation from my deareft connexions, and earthly l'el~ 
tions; after experiencing fome of the advantages, and not 
a few of the difadvantages of this work ; after feeing ma­
ny hopeful beginnings end in difappointment, a11d but few 
concerning whom our hopes arc ihong; I fay, after all 
the calculation of advantage and difadvantage, pleafure 
and pain, fuccefs and difappointment,. I fl1ould account it 
the greateft calamity of my life to be feparated from this 
employment: and one of the greateft pleafures I ever 
hope to enj0y in this world, would be to fee fuccefs at­
tend our labours. I £hall occupy this letter in fl:ating 
fome of the difficulties that attend the propagation of the 
gofpel here, together with the profpe8:s of fuccefs. 

When I fpeak of difficulties, I £hall entirely throw 
out of the account thofe perfonal inconveniences which 
necelfarily attend a detached fituation, where going with­
out fome things called necelfaries of lite is occafionally 
indifpenfable. Many Europeans who have nothing far.:. 
ther in view than worldly gain are in the 'fame predica­
ment as well as ourfelves, refpecl:ing thefe things, and 
they therefore ought not to be reckoned into the account 
of a miffi.onary undertaking. • 

Firft, The Cafl:. This is a cuftom whr<:h I have 
often mentioned before, and have obferved it to oe· an ·al­
mofr infoperable bar to the profeffion of Chriftianity. Nor 
is this all : its effeas in debafing the mind, and brutaliz:.. 
ing the foul, can fcarcely be conceived. • On account of 
this unnatural diflinction of claffc:s among men, all mo­
tives to exertion, enquiry, or mental improvement, are 
cut off: for the moft honour~b!e actions, the moll: bene­
ficial difcoveries, or virtuous conducl:, would fecur~ no 
honour or advantage to a perf:m of a low caft: and thofe 
of a higher caft being univerfall y revered as a fort of half 



divinities, lofe no reputation by their· being ignorant, or 
v1c1ous. The confequence is, a ftupid contentment to 
remain as they are ; a total want of curiofity; arid not a 
thought about the improvement of the mind. Harmlefs, 
indifferent, and vacant, they plod on in the path of their 
fore-fathers; and even truths in philofophy, geography, 
aftronomy, or any other fcience, if out of their beaten 
track, make no more impreffion on their minds than the 
fublimer truths of religion. They fuppofe the different 
cafis to be diftincl: fpecies of animals, and therefore con­
clude that it is as poffible for them to become fome other 
kind of animal, as to become chrifiians : and that the dif­
ferent forms of worihip and habits of life, obferved by 
particular cail:s, are as neceffary to that call: as eating grafs 
is to the fupport of an ox, or fldh to the maintenance of 
,a tyger. 

Secondly, The Hindoos moil: generally believe them­
felves to be a fort of machines, which God atl:s upon in 
a phyficahnanner, and that they are not accountable for 
their own actions. If a man be detetl:ed in thieving, or 
charged with murder, he will generally anfwer that his 
Kopal, or forehead, is bad. By this they mean that they 
were deflined by God to commit fuch crimes: for it is a 
common opinion among the Hindoos that the fate of eve­
ry man is written in his forehead; and including in that 
opinion all moral atl:ions, as well as their providential li­
tuations, they conclude that all their atl:ions are charge­
able on God, and not on themfelves. This dotl:rine is 
almoft conil:antly avowed when we attempt to prefs on 
them the finti.ilnefs of fin, and the guilt of their conduct. -
J,n a converfation which I had with a man fome time a­
go on this fubjetl:, * he roundly aiTerted that he had never 
committed a fin in his life ; for though many of his actions 
were unjuil:ifiable, yet it was not him that committc-d 
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one : viz. their veneration for the Brahmmans, and im­
plicit obedience to all their diet.ates. This perhaps arofc: 
at firfl: from the power affumed by that tribe ; to whom 
even kings are commanded to be obedient. They alfo af­
fumed, and frill exercife, a right to fine thofe of every 
other tribe for very trivial offences ; moft of which are 
the facl:itious producl:ions of their own fuperftitions. I 
believe the Briti!h Government forbids them to levy thefc 
fines ; but they are notwithftanding conftantl y exacl:ed 
under 1the. name of Prajchityo's, or atonements. And as 
no compl~ints are ever made to the courts, for fear of in­
c1.,ming the curfe of the brahrnmans, no magiftrate has it 
jn his power to punifh the offenders. The brahmmans are 
much feared, becaufe the fhafters affirm. that if a br.abm­
man c11-rfes any one, the curfe will infallibly take place. 
They even recorcl. th;}t the fea became falt, and the fun 
and moon fpotted, by the curfe of a brahmman. There is 
jn one of the Poorans, which I have read, an accow1t of 
;i. king, I beli!!ve it was Parakjh.eet, who one day went a 
hunting into a thick wood, where he left all his attend-
11-nts, and wandered very thirfty to the abode of a brihm­
man, who had retired into the foreft for devotion. The 
brahmmiin was at his worfhip, and fo abforbed that he 
paid no attention to 

0

the king, who repeatedly afked him 
for fame water ; on this the king, feeing a dead ferp.ent 
near, put it round the neck of the devotee, and was go­
ing away. , The fan of the brahmman, .a boy, coming at 
that inftant, and feeing the dead foake on his father's neck, 
was angry, and pronounced a curfe, intimating that a fa. 
bled ferpent, Tykjhak, {hould bite, and ki!I him. The 
old brahmman, though delirous of reveding the fentence 
~f th.e boy, was not able to do it: and though every pre­
caution was t~ken, the king was bitten, and killed by 
Tykfhak. A recent infiance was related to me a few d;.iys 
ago, an<l is alfo firmly believed. A man at a village nc-ar 



Malcla had a child bom, on which two Cobra Capello'g 
attended; retiring when the mother came, ancl always 
embracing the child when fhe was abfcnt. But one day 
the father furprifed them, apparently in the act: of A:riking 
the child. He killed one, and the other made its efcape. 
When he came out of the houfe a brahmman afked him 
why he had killed the fnake? and predicl:ed his death ; 
which accordingly took place in a very little time. I am 
far from thinking that the brahmmans defign to impofe on 
others by thefe things: they are undoubtedly imp0fed on 
themfelves; and believe as firmly all they afTert about 
thefe things as do any other of the people. 

Fifthly, The finall number of perfons to lift up the 
ftandard againft all thefe corruptions: but this being a 
fuhjec1: often mentioned before, I fhall fay no JnOre than 
that I greatly wiih our numbers were enlarged. I might 
alfo fay much of the various ob!l:acles to ufefulnefs in our 
own hearts. For my own part at lea!l:, I feel often tempted 
to preach as if I thought the hearts of men were invulne­
rable; which is not only di£bonouring, and undervaluing 
the power and grace of God, who has promifed to be 
with h:s minifiers to the end ; but alfo tends to deftroy all 
my energies, and to produce a ftupid formality into my 
difcourfes. ,v ere I to enlarge here, there would be no 
end; the Eeld is fo fpacious. 

I will now add a little, and indeed it can be but a 
little, about our prof peels of fucce!s. Bleffod be God; we 
.:.re ll(i)t without fome tokens for good. 

Firll, It is peculiarly encouraging that the friends to 
the miffions have not been wearied out by their continual 
exertions under fuch inaufpicious circumfianc~s as have 
i:\tteJ1ded our million; I mean our want of fuccefs. ,Hope 



deferred makes the heart fick: yet it appears that, con~ 
trary to the nature of things, our brethren, and all the 
friends to the undertaking, have continued firm, prudent, 
and acl:ive. Their numbers have encreafed, and.the flame 
has fpread wide in England, and croffed the foas to other· 
countries: not to be .weary in well do~ng, even _when 
fuccefs does not immediately appear, is undoubtedly a fign 
that w_e £ball reap in due tilfll. 

Secondly, Though I feel but little interefted in the 
changes that are taking place in the world, yet! I cannot 
.belp thinking that the. prefent commotions are paving 
t_he way for the gofpel of peace. God has fenc forth the 
armies of -his wrath to deftroy thofe things which have 
long barred the gofpel out of mo!l: countries in the world. 
The way I hope is preparing for -the meffengers of grace 
to go feadefs to every country under heaven. . 

Thirdly, We have, it is true, had fome fevere difap­
pgintments, by feveral growing cold who once appeared to 
relilh the gofpel: yet we are not now without fome who 
give us pleafing hopes. A general knowledge of the gof­
pel alfo is fpread far about. Our fphere of atl:ion is greatly 
enlarged; we have a fchool of nearly forty children, 
among whom fome knowledge of the bible mufr remain. 

Fourthly, The tranilation of the Bible may now be 
:looked upon as finilhed ; as it will be fo before the means 
of printing it can be conveyed to us. Brother Fountain 
has begun to tranl1ate from Jolhua onwards; and though 
his tr_an11ation will neceffarily require a fcrutinous revifal 
and re-revifal, and the liberal ule of the pruning knife; 
yet it wi 11 much forward the work, and he being indefa­
tigable in it, will improve. I have done the Pentateuch, 







I • I therefore fhall only fay, that our fphere of aclion 
arged ; that we have frequent opportunities of preach­
o our own cot•ntrymen, as well as to the natives; 

that a fchool, which was begun fome years ago, for the 
children of the poor, is ina very fl.ouriiliing ftate; and that 
the tranflation of a great part of the Bible is accomplifhed, 
and I hope the whole will be tranllated in another year. 
I blefs God for what is done, and mourn that nothing; 
more is accomplilhed. 

As I never think of returning to England, but fully 
intend to die in my work, you may eafily guefs at the 
pleafure I feel in _ receiving a letter from any one. I 
thought myfelf highly honoured by yours, and hope it will 
not be the laft. I fhall endeavour conftantly to reply to 
your favours, and fhall be very ·happy indeed when I can 
write in the language of pleafure and triumph. This 
though not the cafe now, yet may be foon, becaufe he 
who has prnmifed is faithful and true, and the kingdoms 
of the world muft foon become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Chrift. Perhaps it is good that we fuould be 
1.mfuccefsful for a feafon, or, as I fometimes think, we 
may be like pioneers to prepare the way for fome more la­
borious and fuccefsful Minifters who may fucceed us, and 
have the happinefs of bringing • many fouls to Chrifr. 
Should this be the cafe, our labour will not be in vain, 
and we {hall in another world fee with joy, that we have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

May the God of '.Abraham always attend and biefa 

~

t your minifterial labours may be ufeful. My 

. 

love to any of your friends or acquaintance, whQ 
ei - ow me, or care for my foul. 

Your's &c, 

w.c. 



Mr. CAREY to Mr. B-, Arnfly. 

Mudnabatty, Dec. 6, 1791!. 

OH my friend, were you with us you would find 
work enough for ten thoufand hands to execute; and for 
ten thoufand hearts to contrive. You would fee every 
'corner full of idols : By the way fides the Ba7TU)th, or 
high places, would appear at the end of every mile; and 
facrifices to devils would continually excite your compaf­
fion, and your abhorrence, You would perhaps feel an 
increafe of tender affections, excited from day to day by 
'thefe f pecl:acles, and labour with an ardency before un ... 
known, to fet up the kingdom of Cbrifr, and to deliver 
the perifhing idolaters from the pit. I wiih we had you 
her€, for I am almoft grown callous by thefe continual 
fights, and all that which ought to affect a miffionary's heart 
with tendernefs. I fee their abominations, and their igno­
rance, and I fometimes think them to be pail: recovery. I 
charge them with :lh1pidity in my mind, and then fit down 
fo guilty difcouragement as if the hardefr heart in India 
were invulnerable to the agency of the fpirit of God. 

But why fhould I defpond. Though former attempts 
have been unfuccefsful, fucceeding ones may be attended 
with a blefilng. But tbould even that be withholden till 
the !aft, yet I cannot think that our entrance in amongil:: 
this people will be in vain. We may perhaps be only fore­
runners to prepare the way for others. At any rate the 
promife of God will not, cannot fail. I will go in his 
flrength, an<l make mention of his righteoufnefs, even of 
his only. 

I will not retail to you our fuccefs and difappoint­
mcnts. I only mention to yo"' the great neceffity there 



h of fending out more to labour with us: I am getting 
i-nto years, and my days may be fhortcr than ;my one ex­
petl:s. It would be a pity not to have fome more miffion­
arics acquainted with the languages of this country, that 
the work may not meet with a check by c\llY fui;h inci­
dent, 

I a111 goirg to pr~ach at Maida. To-morrow I fend 
a man half w:iy v,·ith dothes, and provilio1~s, that I may 
not be deta!:1ed on the road; ancl my groom with him. 
The next day I go on horfeback Lhe whole difiance, thir­
ty fix miles; in all which w~y there is no inn, or mo.de 
of refrelhment for man or beaft~ but by means of the per.,. 
fons fent forward. I ment.ion this ·that y·)u may form 'rim1e 
idea of the difficulty and expenfivenefs of long jo1..1rneys., 
in a country lii(e this. But I blers God we have feveral ' 
open doors, more indeed than we can fupply: and I there.,. 
fore repeat my entreaties for more l<lbourers._ 

I feel myfelf perfeclly at home i11 my work as a mif.., 
fioq.ary, and rejoice that God has given me this great fa.,. 
vour, to "preach among the Gentiles the unfearchable 
riches of Chrift. " I would not change my fration for 
all the fociety in England, much as I prize it ; nor in- . 
deed for all the wealth in the world. May I but be ufe~ 
fol in laying the foundatiol} of the Church of Chrifl: in 
India, I defire no greater reward, and can receive no 
~i~her hono1,1r. • 

your's &c, 

w. c. 



Mr. FoUNT AIN to Mr. F---, Kettering. 

Mudnabatty, Jan, 10, 1799, 

ON monday morning lafl:, brother Carey and I 
parted at Malda: he to go down to Calcutta, and I to 
return home. My vilit at Maida has been a very pleafant 
one. More European friends aifembled there this time 
than I ever faw before. Their company and converfation 
greatly refrefhed my fpirit. I arrived at Maida on the 
2-1fl: ult. and brother Carey on the 28th. He delivered 
three difcourfes in Englifh, and I delivered .five. In one 
of thefe I attempted to reprefent the nature, neceffity, and 
advantage ·of prayer; and fl:rongly recommended a rr.onthly 
prayer-meeting co be efl:ablifhed amongfl: us, as is common 
amongft chrifl:ians of various denominations in many parts of 
the world, for. the fpread of true rdigion. On new-year's 
day, brother Carey alfo urged the fame fubjecl:; and feveral 
friends having lince expreifed their approbation, it is now 
agreed to have preaching at Maida on the fabbath preceed­
ing the firft monday in every calendar month, and to 

fpend the monday evening in prayer. We hope to fee 
the good effecl:s of thefe engagements before the expir,tion 
of the prefent year. 

Brother Carey's fermon on new-year's day was in be­
half of the fchool at Mudnabatty. The free-will offer­
ings of thofe who heard him have fupplied us with a fuffi­
ciency to bear us through the prefent year. The whole 
expenfe was borne laO: year by brother Carey and myfelf. 

I am delighted and afionifued at the zeal and liberality 
of our brethren in Scotland. The Lord gracioully reward 
all th1,;ir labours of love for his name fake, I percein: 



you correfpond with fome of them : pray let them know 
that brother Carey and myfelf remember them in our pray. 
ers and our praifes, 

Your's &c, 

J. F. 

Mr. CAREY to Mr. S,---, Olney. 

Mudnabatty, April 5, I 799. 

I WISH to retrieve a few moments to write to you, 
efpecially as my mind is yet warm with abhorrence of the 
cuftom I delign to defcribe. It is true fome accounts of 
it have been already fent to the fociety and puhlifhed; * 
but I wifh to give a more particular ftatement, according 
to the mode purfued in this neighbourhood. 

It may be obferved once for all, that the Hindoo modes 
of worlhip, and their other cufioms differ confiderably in 
different diftricls, which may heft account for the appa­
rently di[cordant and contradictory relations by feveral 
writers on the fame [ubjecl:s, whofe defcriptions have been 
taken from the practice in their .r;efpecl:ive neighbourhoods; 
while for the like reafon mine may not exactly accord 
with any of them. 

The whole of this wodhip, • which lafl:s the three !ail: 
.days of the old year, and the fidl: day of the new year, is 
performed in honour of Seeb. Some reckon the preparation 
for it, which begfos feven or eight days earlier, to be 
part of the wodhip itfel f: it is however jifiincl:, and con~ 
lifts chiefly in the be:ting of drums an4 other infiruments, 
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-attended by a number of people called Bhoktears, or be­
li.evers, who parade the neighbourhood with dancing, odd 
dreffes and gefiiculations, begging money for the ceremo­
nies that are to follow, preparing articles &c. But the four 
days firft mentioned are the time that is employed in vari­
ous forms of worlhip and felt-torment, 

The firft of the !aft three days of their year, or of the 
month Chytre, is the day called J ol Sunyas, on which 
dead bodies of men, if they can be procured, which is 
feldom a difficult matter, or if they are not to be had, 
dead mens fkulls, and pieces of the wood which was em­
ployed in burning the dead, are brought near to a houfe of 
Seeb and Kallee; where they are placed in the form of an 
offering. After a little time a number of the Bhoktears 

appear, dreffed fome as women, others with a kind of 
horrid vizors like digitated crowns put over their faces, 
others disfigured with paint, fome with artificial hair, oc 
hemp, or a bunch of ropes like a mop on their heads. 
Some have artificial tongues, made of fackcloth, re~ch­
ing to their feet, and others go with their tongues put out 
of their mouths as far as pofiible. Some of thefe men have 
fwords, others Khorgas, a kind of crooked weapon tif 

war; others take up a piece of the-wood before mentioned, 
others a fkull; and "Others have earthen pots in their bare 
hands, containing a fmall quantity of wood, which is 
oiled. and kindled. Taking oil into their mouths, they 
fpirt it at intervals into thefe pots of fire, which makes 
a horrid blaze, and is thus kept up fer fo:ne hours. It 
is ac.counted to be a wonderful interpofiticn of Seeb, tha;: 
their ha1ids are not burnt, nor even the wood in the pat; 
butthe oil preferves the wood aud hands too, I fuppofe, as 
they are well oiled all the time. After thus dancing and 
parading about with thefe bones &c., the dead bodi~,. 
bones, wood &c., are carried to a river, or other water, 



where they are thrown in. The people bathe, and all go 
home; but toward the clofe of the night they meet again~ 
make a large fire, and dance upon.the coals. 

The Cecond day is called Neel, on which day they fall: 
more fevcrely than on any of the: other days i for on all 
thcle days they cat nothing boiled, but on this day they 
cat nothing but meal of wheat or barley, and drink nothing. 
In the evening a burnt offering is prefented to Seeb, of Se­
fannm1 feed and Ghee, or leaves of the Beal tree, Caeteva 
Marmelos, mixed with Ghee, wluch concludes the wor­
fhip of the day. 

The third day is employed in various kinds of torture, 
as falling from a itage on iron fpikes, dancing with threads 
or bamboos drawn. fhrough their fides, or fpits through 
their tongues. The firH: of thefe is called Pat • Bhanga, 
the Cecond P;;i.rfo Ban, and the third- Zoobha Ban. But 
,s. none of thefe modes are prachfed in this neighbourhood, 
t..1.e people here encl the worihip by.fwinging, which is 
not performed tiil the ne.:t day in the. fouthern parts. 

The trees are firil: erecl:ed in .an open ,place, and1 the 
bamboo, which turns horizontally, is fixed on them fo 
as to turn freely, and a rope is fufpended from each end. 
After this an offering is made to Seeb, at the bottom of 
the tree, by a man who, though. not a brahrnman, yet acts 
as a priell: on . this occahon. He begins by laying the 
cliff~reut ,articles in arder at the foot of the tree, or up­
right pofr. Thefe confill: of rice, beaten .from the hulk, 
but unboiled ; a wild edible herb called Sanchee; though 
I fuppofe other herb3 may be ufed ; a bunch of plantain; 
fome water; and two young pigeons. A coal of fire is 
theo procured, and a fmall quantity of Dhoona, or Indian 
Pitch, thrown on it: on this fome fmall quantity of the 



rice and herb: after this the man who officiated as priefl'; 
fecmed as if in prayer, quite filent; and then puts a fprigo( 
the plant upon his own head, where he lets it remain about 
a minute. The perfon who is to fwing is all this time 
apparently engaged in prayer, with the hooks placed un.;. 
der his feet. The heads of the pigeons are then pulled off, 
one after the other by_ the priefr, and the blood made to 
run down the bottom of the tree, which concludes the 
e;onfecrati ve offering. 

The man who is to fwing then profirates himfelf be­
fore the tree; and a pe1son makes a mark with his dufl:y 
fingers, • where the hooks are to be put_. Another perfon 
immediate! y gives him a fmart clap on one fide of the back, 
and :pinches up the fldn • hard with his thumb and fingers; 
while another palfes the hook through, taking hold of about 

·an inch of the fkin ; the other hook is then in like manner 
put through the fkin of the other fide of the back, and the 
man gets· up on his feet. · As he is rifing, fome water is 
thrown in his face. He then mounts on a man's back~ 
or on' fome other emin~nce, and the fhings which are at-. 
tached to the hooks in his back are tied to the rope at one• 
end of the horizontal bamboo, and the rope at the other 
end is held by feveral' men, who, drawing it down, raife 
up the end on which the man fwings, and by their running 
round with that rope the machine is turned. In fwinging, 
the man defcribes a circle of about thirty feet diameter, 
and.he carries a bafket containing· the herbs before offered 
to Seeb, which are thrown down by handfuls; but I faw 
nobody pick them up. 

Only two men fwung this year at this place, and one 
of them only five minutes. The other fwung a quarter 
of an hour, and fmoked his hooka as he was whirled 
round. In lefs than two days I examined his back; which 
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was "1ite well, and fcarcely the mark of the hooks left. 
l {aw a man, when he defcended, chew Come leaves of 
the Piper Betel, the juice of which he injecl:ed from his 
mouth into the wounds; he then applied two leave$ o{ 
the fame plant, and tied on a cloth : no other appli­
cation was ufed, except a fqueezing up of the wounds 
with the hand, and fetting the knee of another man againft 
his breaft, which he pu1hed hard, holding his £hould~i::~ 
by his hands. I atked the man if the pain was not great 1 
He faid no, it was much like the bite of an Ant. 

I have tried much to inveftigate the origin and intti;n_.;. 
tion of this cuff:om, but nearly in vain. I am informed_ 
by the brahmmans, that it is not commanded by any 
Biafter,. except the fafting. The end it is defigned t9 

suwer is equally unknown: fome (ay it is d1;,ne for die} 

happin.efs of th~fe who perform it; and others that_ it js. 
fuc the happinefs of the' Rajah's, or other great mel1, who 
bave given Jaghires, or portions of land to fupport it. It 
is not confidered in the light Qf an atoneme,1.t; but as a cuf­
tmn or fhow: it is however generally done in ,onfeq1.J~1ce 
of a vow made in diftrefs. 

The mofr common account of its origin, which the 
natives feem generally to credit, is as follows. A Rajah 
of the name of Ban, who lived at the ckfe of the Dw(}­
per rag, arul whafe daughter is fajd to have been married 
to K.rijlaa's Sou, was the occaiion of it. It is faid that 
he was a. Giant with a terrible form, and a thoufand 
hands; that having ufed his fon-in:.Jaw very unworthily, 
Krijlno came and made war upon him, conquered him, 
aLt off his hands, and. impofed this torture on him. 
The lafl: fall: is uncertain, and it is made a quefrion, whe­
ther Ban impofed it on himfelf as a penance, or whether 
Krijlno impofed it on him as a puniihment. 



The ruins of Ban's houfe are ftill lhewn, at abdUt (~ 
ven Cofs • from this place, clofe to the river Purnahobbha, 
and his daughter's houfe is faid to be on the other fide the 
river. The Rajah; Moheepol, the perfon who dug Mo­
heepoldiggy, t was his father-in-law. Some pillars fti!l 
remaining on the fpot, and the large roads which go near 
it, efpecially a high road by his houfe from Gour to Ajfam, 
and two fl:one bridges over the Tanguan river, the ruins 
of which are near this place, are all confidered as indica­
tions of the greatnefs of Ban. The enormous quantity 
of large ftones, fculptured with reprefentations of Hindoa 
Dehtas, fuew that thefe bridges were very magnificent; 
and every ftone muft have been brought either from Boo­
tan, or from the mountains in Bahar : An afl:onilhing dif­
tance ! At the end of every Cofs on this road a pond has 
been formed, and it is faid a tree was planted to accommodate 
travellers. The ponds now remain, but not the trees. 

I have fat up till midnight to finilh this after preach.­
ing twice in Bengallee, and engaging once in Engliih 
worthip. Am now nearly Tpent. 

Your'; &c, 

w. c. 

AN ACCOUNT OF 
TnE SENDING 01/T OF 

Four nc-w 11:fij/ionarics, ·a:ith l-Vh,1es and Childre~ 
In the Spring of 1799. 

-»8<~ 

OUR Brethren in India having earne!l:ly and repeat­
c:dly requefied us to fend out more miffionaries to their 
affifiance, the Committee has been long attentive to this 

• A C,ft is nearly two Englilh miles. 
t A long P11nd fo called from Dccrgha., long. 



objea ;. but being fully pcrfuaded that they had bettet do 
nothing than fend out perfons whole character for piety; 
intelligence, and pru<lence had not been proved, they 
waited for a contiderable time. 

The fir:!l: perfon whole qualifications appcarc<l to be 
unexceptionable was Mr. WILLIAM w ARD, a member. 
of the bapti:!l: Church in George-fl:reet, Hull. Mr. Carey 
before his departure had fome [mall acquaintance w_ith 
,him, and being at that time a printer, he addr_elfed hill\ 
to this effect-" If the Lord blefs us, we fhall want a per­
fon of your bufi.nefs to enable us to print the "Scriplures: 
I hope you will come after us." This hint feems to 

have remained on I\1r. Ward's mind. Aft.er this he was 
called to the minifl:ry by the church of which he was a 
member; and went to Ewood Hail for improvement, un­
der t_l:ie tuition of Mr. Fawcett. His a~niable deport­
ment, and acceptable talents procured him the efl:eem of 
that refpetlable family. He had invitations to fettle in 
Engiar.d; but his mind appears to have leaned ·_towards 
lriJia. The Committee, hearing of his incl~nation, ap­
plied to his Tutor for a·partictrlar'acc·ount of his' charac­
ter and qualifications. The anf wer was perfectly fatif­
faB:ory. • They then invited him to a minifiers meeting 
at Kettering, to be held in Oct. I 798, • where he engaged 
as one of the preachers. After converfation on the fub­
jecr, it was agreed that he ihould go out in the following 
ipring. 

On hi~ return to Ewood Hall, he addrelfed a letter to 
the Secretary, in which he fays, "My mind is calm. 
My fweetefi hours are thofe of retired prayer. The life 
of Brainerd has done me good. I would wifh to make 
no referve in favour of eafe, or of the Refh, in dedicating 
my whole felf to God. The Lord keej) me humble, gaz­
ing on his own lovely image; and make it my meat ana 
drink to dohis wil-1.', 





man is rather fi.ngular. " About fixteen years of age, he 
fays, I formed an intimacy with a young man who. wa~ 
a oeift, and who has often boaflcd of his having made me 
an infidel. \Vith him I read Voltaire's Philofaphical 
Dillionary, and we united in ridiculing the followers of 
(.."h.rift as fanatics, and perfons under the influence of the 
groffdl:.delufions; rejoicing that we were liberated from 
-. .. hat we efteemed the prejudices of the vulgar. Undet 
the influence of thefe opinions I made every effort in my 
power amongft my acquaintance to bring the bible into 
~tempt."' 

After continuing about two years in this ftate of mind> 
he was partially reclaimed by reading Dr. PrieiHey's Hif­
tr,ry of tbr Corraptirms of Ghri.fiianity, which was put into his 
hands by an Arian: but his heart, as he fays, being the 
fame, he foon relapfed into his former principles, and 
even proceeded farther: having bEJen led to difbelieve the 
cx:ifl:ence of a future ftate, he was fully prepared for 
atheifm, and read every thing he could meet with in its. 
favour. " And now," as he with Corrow afterwards ob­
ferved, " there was no fin which I could not commit 
without remorfe. I uttered the moft horrible blafphe­
mies, and endeavoured to bring all I knew into the fame 
hte of mind. I have reafon to be afioniilied that I was 
not made a monument of eternal vengeance. Blefs the 
Lord O my foul, and all that is within me, blefs and 
praife bis holy name; for he hath redeemed me from de­
firuaion, and crowned me with loving kindnefs> and ten­
der mercies ! " 

The lengths that he went in fin while an atheift were 
great; but they would have been much greater, as he has 
remarked, if God had not laid him tinder teftraint, by a.a. 
i-11 fiate of health1 which at that time attended him. 
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He frequently felt the inconfiftendes which attached 
to his atheiftical principles, and by looking more clofely 
into the w'riters from whence he had received them, per­
ceived their falfchood. Alfo by an attention to natural phi .. 
lofophyandanatomy he faw fuchevident traces of an intel .. 
Ii gent fir ft caufe in the works of creation, and e( pecially 
in the ftrucl:ure of the human body, as convinced him of 
the being of a God. 

Soon after this, being one day in a booltfeller's {hop, he 
met with a Mr. Marjhman, a member of the church at Broad.­
mead. Obferving Mr. M. to take up a latin di&ionary, 
be atked him whether he underftood that language? and 
finding that he did, he requefted fome infrrucl:ion. By 
this means they became acquainted; but it was not long 
before he began to fneer at the abfurdities of Calvinifrn, 
and particularly the docl:rine of the atonement; and though 
he affected to pafs for a Socinian, and not wholly to reject 
the foriptures, yet it was eatily perceived that he had no 
great reverence for their authority. His friend avowed 
his principles, and defended them, declaring his only hope 
to rdl: on the atonement of Chriil:, and entreated him fe­
ri9ufiy to confider the fiate that he was in. This was fol­
io.wed py a train of feriot1s refl.ecl:ions. He was perfuaded 
alfo to attend the public wodhip of God, which he had 
hitherto neglected. A fermon which he heard at Broad­
n:iead from Pf. xiv. I. The fool bath faid in his heart, 1111. 

God, had fome confiderable e.ffecl: upon his mind. 

He had repeated converfations alfo with his friend 
Marihman, who infified on the f pirituality of the divine 
law, and the neceffity of God's difcountenancing tranf­
greffion; and argued hence the impoffibility of a fmner's­
.finding the life of his foul at his own hand, and the abfo­
Jute neceffity of an atonement. Thefe converfations, with 
other means of grace> proved fuccefsful, under a divine 



anlluence, in bringing him by degrees to acknowledge the 
divinity of the Holy Scriptures, to abhor himfelf as iri 
duft and allies, and to believe in the Lord J efus Chrifl: 
for the falvation of his foul. In a little time.he was bap­
tized, and became a member of the church at Brnadmead. 

After this, hearing for the firfr time of the miffion to 
Bengal, and being previoully acquainted with the vaH po­
puloufnefs of that part of the world, he rejoiced that there 
were men found who felt foch compaffion to the fouls of 
the poor heathens. He then read the particulars of this 
miffion, and was poffdfed of more enlarged views of the 
undertaking. From hence he felt a detire to engage in it. 
Having refleB.ed ferioufly upon it, and mentioned his 
thoughts to Mrs. Grant, he at length communicated them 
to his pafl:or, and through him to the Society. 

His views and feelings on the fubjecl: are better expref­
fed in his own words than in any other. ." I have ear­
neftly prayed, fays he,. that God would enable both me 
and my wife to give ourfelves wholly to_ him. I am con­
kious of no other motive than a view to the glory of God, 
and a compaffion for my fellow-creatures, efpecially for 
the poor heathens, who are periihing by thoufands daily 
for lack of knowledge. My greateft difcouragement ari­
fes from a fenfe of my own unfitnefs: but I be(eech Al­
mighty God that he would enlighten my mind by his Holy 
Spirit, and give me more enlarged views of his characl:er 
and government; but more efpecially that I may continu­
ally be making frelh difcoveries of that wifdom and pru­
dence wherein he has abounded in the plan of redemption 
towards miferable finners; fo that from a view of the rich­
es of divine grace in having refcued. my foul from deftruc­
tion, I may have encreafing compaffion for thofe who are 

• fir:a.ngers to the glorious truths of the gofpcl." 



From the time that Mr. Grant had exprelred his de ... 
fire to become a miffim1arv, his. friend Mr. IvlARSHMA:"l 

felt his heart inclined to accompany him. He came from 
the neighbourhood of We(tbury Leigh, and received his 
firfl: religious impreffions in that part of the country. He 
was chofen mailer of the Broadmea<l charity fchool, and 
had a ccinfiderable number of fcholars, hefides thofe who 
were admitted at the expenfe of the congregation. He 
was baptized in June 1794. After this he difcovered a 
great thirfl: for knowledge, and a {hong inclination to the 
work of the minifl:ry. While he laboured diligently in 
infl:ruaing others, he was very eager to improve himfelf, 
and, coming to the Academy every day from the hours 
of twelve to one for infl:rucl:ion, he obtained a pretty good 
acquaintance wi~h' the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew lan­
guages. After he thought of going abroad he tranllated 
from the Latin, and tranfcribed the fubfl:ance of Arabic 
Grammar~. 

He was encouraged by his pa!l:-or anJ the church to 
exercife at conference in his turn, and after fame time, 
to preach occafionally before the church in the veftry, and 
in fome of the neighbourini} villages. He does not appear 
to have had any prediletl:ion for bei11g employed among 
the heathen till hi3 frieri-d Grant told him of his refolution 
to fpeak to his pafl:or on that fobjecl:, and to offer himfelf 
to the Society if it fhould meet his approbation: but when 
he thought ferioully on it, he entered into it with all his 
heart, and gave proof of his difinterefl:ednefs by the cheer­
fulnefs with which he relinquifhed all his temporal prof­
pecl:s. He had a wife and two children, and Mrs. Marfh­
man though at firfl: rclucl:ant, yet affer prayer and ferious 
confideration, cordially acquielced. He was but little 
more than thirty years of age, and of a conftitution adap­
ted to the warmer climates. 
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Mr. Brunftkn having for fomc time pafl: formed an 
acquaintance with a Mifs Hirons, a member of the bapti!t 
church at Fairford in Gloucefredhire, and who was wil­
ling to accompany him, they were married previous to 
their going out. 

Mr. Fountain alfo before his departure from England 
had formed a connexion with a Mifs Tidd, a member of 
the baptift church at Oakham; and having correfponded 
with her from that time, fbe, with the content of her 
friends, agreed to go out with the prefent company. 

In the month of April, brethre~ Fuller and W arcl 
were in London, and agreed with Mr. F., fuperca.rgo of 
an American fuip, the Criterion, fcir'a0paffage. She wa~ 
expeded to fail about the middle of- May. The Mafl:ei;­
of the 1hip, Captain Wickes, was not prefent at the agree~ 
ment, but on being informed of it by the fupercargo, he 
wrote to one of the Committee as follows- " When I 
was informed. by Mr. F ..... that the paffengers we are 
to take out were chrifrian miffionaries,, truly my heart, 
rejoiced. It brought ftrongly to my mind a defire which 
1 had felt fome years pail:, when this bufinefs was much 
talked of, that I might have the <:ommand of a fhip that 
:lhould convey fome of thefe mefTengers of peace to the 
heathen. And now it feems God is about to grant me 
my defire. I am the mafrer of the Criterion, fir, and am 
not afuamed to confefs myfelf a lover of the gofpel, and of 
them that preach it, provided they preach not themfelves, 
but Chrifr Jefus the Lord, of whatever denomination 
they may be. I have been feveral days preparing the fhip 
for the reception of thofe paffengers but' little thought who 
they were. Tell them I will have every thing as com­
fortable as poffible, and that they may be entirely feparate 
from every other perfon of the fhip, if they chufe it, ex­
cept myfelf and two mates, who will be in the fame apart­
ment.'~ 



We could not but confider it as a favourable provi­
dence, and blefs the Lord for it, that the captain was a 
friend of Chrifl:. We learned afterwards that he was an 
elder of the Prefbyterian church at Philadelphia, of which· 
Dr. Smith is pafl:or. 

The miffionaries had now but a little time to take 
leave of their friends, and to prepare for the voyage. Be­
ing difl:antly fituated they could not all meet together in 
the country, otherwife there would have been a general 
meeting for their folemn defignation to tae work. As 
things were, thofe who were refielent in Brifl:ol held a 
meeting by themfelves; and thofe who were on the other 
fide of the kingdom agreed to meet at Olney on Tuefday 
May 7 .. for the above purpofe. 

The following is the account of the meeting at Bri/lol, 
taken from a memorandum in the church-book of Broad­
mead. 

" May 3. 1799. Some of our~ brethren having 
offered themfel ves to the Baptiil: miffionary fociety to be 
einployed in publiihing the gofpel among the heathen; and 
being a::cepted, and likely to fet fail next week for the 
Eaft Indies, notice was given on Tuefday !aft, after con­
ference, that this evening would be fpent in prayer on 
their account. We had a very pleafant and fole-mn meet­
ing; and after brother Daniel, brother Harris, our pafl:or, 
and brother Sharpe, pail:or of the church at the Pithay, 
•had prayed, the members of this church were requeil:ed to 
ftop, and figned the following letter of difmiffion. 



TO THE CHURCH OF CJIRIST 
\ 

OF TH£ BAPTIST DE?<OMll'ATION, 

Meeting at MUDNABATTY, or elfcwhere, in the Province of D.ENGAL: 

The Churi:h ~/' Clii'ifl 
OF THE SAME DE

1
?-iOMIN.\TlON,. 

A,ffcmbling in BROADMEAD, BRISTOL, cordially. wilhes Qrace, M~~cy, 
an<l' Peace to be mullipliect. • • 

Dear] y belond brethren, 

"WE blefs God 011 your aceount who firft p_ut it into 
your hear~s to pity the benighted natives of Bengal;· and 
made you willing to quit your owi;i country, and aH your 
dear connexions, for the fake of carrying tl~e glad tidings 
of fa! vation to the l .. a then. We rejoice that he has found 
you a ftation in which to form a church for God, and 
that he has enabled you to continue iteadfafi in his work 
amidfi: all your difficulties and difcourage~ents. We can­
not but believe that his H-0ly Spirit will at length be fa 
poured out from on high, a.s to make the wildernels blof~ 
fom and bud like the rofe; and though you may frill Cow 
in tears, you {haH at length rc::ap in joy, 

" \Ve trufl: it is a t,Jken for good that God has at lafl: 
put it into the -hearts of fume others to ofter themfelves 
willingly to be your affifl:ants in this blelfed work; and if 
God iliall indeed keep them .faithful ( which we verily ac­
count them to b~) we ihall think it a•~ honour that from 
us fo many of this fmall number have gone forth, 

"Accordingly we commend unto you our brother and 
Tifler .Marlhman, our brother Brunfdon and brother Grant, 
who arc all mr:mbers now in full communion with us and 
whofe converiiition has br:cn as it becometh the goli)cl 



ever lince they gave up their names to us, after being 
baptized by our pafl:or upon a profeffion of faith in our Lord 
J efus Chrift. Our fifter Brunfdon did alfo refide in this 
city, and had occaf1onal communion with us for Come 
time, ( being a member of the church at Fairford) during 
which period her deportment was agreeable to her profef­
fion. Of our brother Marfhman's gifts Come trial has al­
rcaJy been made, who has repeatedly fpoken at conference 
to our edification; and though we have not made an ex­
prefs trial of the gifts of the other brethren, brother Brunf­
don has b-een for fome time at Olney, under the tuition of 
that valuable mi.nifl:er whom you know and e{teem, Mr. 
Sutcliff, where his gifts h,ave been tried to fatisfacl:ion. 
And we- are fo well perfuaded that they have a!l of them 
undertaken this fervice from fincere lov<; to Chrift, and 
zeal for his glory, that we cordially approve of their en­
gagement, and hope never to forget-praying for a bieffing 
on them a11d on you all. \Ve folemnly wifh them God 
fpeed, and have fet apart this evening to pray for their fafe 
voyage, and happy meeting with you, and eipeciall y for 
the fu::cefs of your united labours; and now we atf<!cl:ion­
ately recommend and difmifs them to your communion, 
and trufr you will iind that the Lord has called them to 
this work, and will own them therein. 

" w C perhaps may never fee them nor you any more . 
tn the fldh, till the day of Chrift, when we pray that 
each one may he attended with a goodly number of Hindoo 
converts, who !hall be your joy and crown of rejoicing, 
and with whom we fhall dwell for ever in the prefence of 
God and the Lamb. For this we are the more encouraged 
to hope, by recollecting the care of one inh:i.bitant of that 
ble!Ted world, even Abraham, from which one man, and 
that at a period when he Ceemed as good as dead, th~re 
(pra11g .a nation, and HIM alfo in whom all nations 
fllall be bldlcd. S.:c thcrcfo;·c bclovcJ tln:tha:1, how ea-



fily your God can make a little one into a thoufand, and 
cau(e a fmall one to become a {hong nation: fo we tru!l: 
it lhall in due time be with the church in Bengal. When 
we think of thHe things our heart is enlarged, and our 
mouth is opened unto you; but we reO:rain ourfelves at 
this time. May God even your own God blefs you all, 
and make you all a bleffing, even to hundreds and thou­
fands who now fit in darknefs, and in the iliadow of death. 
Brethren pray for us, as we would ever pray for you .. We 
are with finccre affection 

" Your Brethren in Chri!l:, 

At Olney the work of the day was accompanied with· 
fafting and prayer, and the opportunity was very int~r~ 
ell:ing and affecting. Brother'Hogg began by reading fome 
fuitable portions of Scripture, and then prayed. Brother 
:Fuller propofed fome quefrions to the miffionaries refpetf .. 
ing the motives of their undertaking, and the religious­
fentiments they meant to propagate? The anfwer of bro­
ther Ward was in fubfrance the anfwer of both, and was 
to this effect-" I have received no new revelation on 
the fubjea: I did not expect any. Our Redeemer bath 
faid, Go ye into all the unrld, and preach the gofpel to every 
crcat:trc; and lo, I am with you always to the end of the 
world. This command I confider as frill binding,· fince the 
promife of Chriil:'s prefence reaches to the utmoft cornet 
of the earth, and to the utmofr boundaries of tim~. 

" While I was at Ewood Hall, I received an invita­
tion to carry the gofpel and a printing prefs ·to India, 
where brother Carey and others have erected the ihndard 
of the crofs, I prayed to God, and advifed with my friends. 
In complyi11g with this invitation I gave up all other prof­
pects, and devoted myfelf to that of attempting to blefs a 
nation of heathens. Since tha.t time my peace and joy in 
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God have more and more abounded. Duty and pleafure 
have. in my employment gone hand in hand. Sometimes 
.I have been enabled to fay, 

" No joy can be compared to this, 
" To ferve and pleafe the Lord." 

" Irt his ftrength therefore I would go forth, borne up 
by your prayers, hoping that two or three itones at leAil: 
may be laid of th.e foundation of Chriil:'s kingdom in In­
dia, nothing doubting but that the fair fabric will rife 
from age to aie, till time fhall be no more. 

" The being and attributes of God, the total depra­
vity of man, free and full falvation by the grace of God 
thifough a.mediator, the deity of Chrift, the work of the 
Holy, Spirit in regeneration, and the final fal vation of 
believers, are:docl:rines which I believe, and confider 35 

indufivc of all others. It is to the docl.rine of the crofs 
that I look for fuccefs in the converfion of the heathen." 

After the miffionaries had each given their anfwer, they 
were folemnly fet apart to the work by .prayer and im­
pofition of hands, in the. former of which brother Fuller 
engaged, and in the latter mofl: of the brethren in the mi­
nifiry who were prefent. 

: '; After this, brother Sutcliff delivered an exhortation 
to the miffionaries, founded on Ephef. iii. 8. Unto me, 
who am left than the lea.ft of all faints, is this grace given, 
that 1 jhould preach among the gentiles, the unfearchal,/e riches 
of Chrffl. After glancing at the fimilarity between their 
circumfiances and thofe of the apofile, he recommended 
three things to their attention.-The wark itfelf, " to 

preach among the gentiles the unfearchable riches of 
Chrifi."-The light in which the apofile viewed it, as 
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11' grace gi,·en," or favour granted to him-and, the fraine 
of mind in which he difcharged it, "to me who am lefs 
chan the leall: of all faints is this grace given." 

Under the firll:, he enlarged on the fubjecl: matter of 
the gofpel me/rage; the riches, the unfearchable riches of 
Chriil:; the treafures of divine mercy depofited in the 
hands of the Redeemer, to be dili,enled to poor finners; 
in a word, on the plenitude, variety~ value, and incom­
-prehenfibility of the grace of the gofpel. 

Under the fecond, he fuggefted to them, that however 
their work might expofe them to reproaches and hardfhips 
it was in itfelf an honour, a favour conferred on them; it 
was carrying into execution the gracious purpofes of God, 
fulfilling fcripture prophecy, acting in fellowfhip with 
Chrifr, and the bell- of men in every age ; in fine, it was 
a work that afforded fcope for the nobleft p"rinciples of-be­
nevolence, the proper difcharge of which would appear 
glorious at the laft day. 

• 
Under the third, he enforced a fpirit of deep humility, 

as neceffary to their fuccefs / obferving that this was a 
-kind of foil on which every other grace or holy difpofition 
of the heart will grow. \Vith this they would be much 
in prayer, would deny themfelves, would wait patiently 
under the want of fuccefs, and afcribe all to God in the 
enjoyment of it. 

He concluded by holding up for their encouragement, 
the prophecies of fcripture, the promifes of Cluift, the 
prayers of their brethren, and the prolpecls of a glorious 
reward. - Brother Sutcliff's exhortation being finiihed, 
the following inftruclions, drawn up by brother Ryland, 
were then publicly read. • 



AN ADDRESS 
From the Committee of the BAPTIST M1suoN AR v So cr&T 1 

TO THE MISSION ARIES. 

May 7, 1799; 

Dear Brethren, 

GOD has at length, after trying our faith and pa .. 
tience, and that of our dear friends in India, by a long 
delay, given us the profped offending them fome fellow-

• labourers for that important work, wherein they have 
been.for Come time engaged, and wherein he hath honour ... 
ed us by making ufe of our affifl:ance. Not only indeed is 
it his work, wherein, at moft, we could be but infiruments : 
but he has been pleafed in the courfe of his providence, by 
fome remarkable infl:ances, wherein we failed, through 
our· want of more perfect knowledge of affairs to which 
we had been fo wholly unaccuftomed, to manifeft that he 
was attentive to our dear brethren, and took care of them7 

when our aid would otherwife have been infufficient. 
This- may the more encourage your reliance on his provi ... 
dence, though we truft we never £hall intermit our care 
Jor them, and for you: and the apparent rifque you now 
run is much lefs than theirs who firfr went out, both as 
you have the profpect of meeting with tried friends on 
your arrival, arid as we now are· more fully acquainted 
with the heft method of fending remittances to you. We 
trufl: you are well perfuaded of our eameft folicitude for 
your welfare in every ref peel:; and while you reckon upon 
many difficulties and trials, un<ler which He alone can be 
your aid, who is a God afar off, as well as at hand, there 
will be nothing in our power, wherein we fuall not be 
glad to eafe your burdens and fl:rengthen your hands. Let 
us therefore hear from you as often as opportunity may 
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permit; but etpecially fail not to fend to us tiuice a year, 
and in any cafe wherein we can aiford you aid, or co\mfet, 
freely impart to us the knowledge of your circumfiances. 
Yet, as we have but little of our own, and depend on the 
co-operation of many friends, wi10 have not all of them 
the like knowledge of you, and cannot therefore Co direaly 
confide in you as ourfelves; let us always have an account 
of any extra expcnfes for which you may have occafion to 
apply to us. And as our Finances are limitted, and you 
as well as ourfelves• wifu for mor-e miffions to be under-! 
t..iken, as foon as proper men ihall be .found to enga.ge in 
them; we doubt not hut you will gladly ufe every effort 
.i.u your power to lc1fen the expenfes of the prefent miilion. 

While our being willing tQ tend you out, is a fidlici~ 
ent indication of our hope that God has given you a good 
meafure of h.is gllllOe, .arui that you ·are zealous for the ho­
aow- of his D31111e..; fuffer us, neverthel~, to.r.emind you, 
that, like our:feives, you need continua11y a frdh uncl:ioa 
fcom his Spirit., Qlld muft be conftantJy imp!loo-sing w,ifdwn 
from the Fath.er ·of lights, and .receiving ,out of tlile fulnew 
of J efus Chrift, grace after grace. Look unto him, dear 
br.e:thren, continually. He is the author and :finiiher o{ 

fuith. He a1fo is your only perfecl: :pattern. .Imitate 
:his .example, as the greateji mijjionary that ever appeared fa 
our world. Be i.t your il:udy to .refemble him as JIU1Ch u 
poili.ble; Gnly Temembering that it is in the form .of a fer­
v.ant merely., that y.ou .can acl: like him, and ;BOt wherein 
he ~&cl as Mafrer .and L0rd. Remember alfo that where .. 
as he was emcompa,iled with finlefs infirmities only, .and 
bad e0nftantl-y to coruli.c.1: with fin withqut ·him; you, 
alas! have fin dwelling within you, .and mufi: al ways be­
gin your combat-in yourown brea{ls, Your work is great 
and arduous, and as nothing can he more provoking to the 
\UIJrping god of thi6 world, than to carry the holy war 



inti, hi!! own territories; fo you may be alfured of his ut. 
moft oppolition. Nothing w<>uld gratify him fo much as 
the mifconducl: of a miffionary. Be therefore, beloved 
brethren, concerned in the firft place to keep your own 
hearts with all diligence, and ever live near to God. The 
devil would laugh a miffionary to fcorn, who is not con­
ftant in application to the throne of grace, and who doe& 
not carefully attend to perfonal religion. It is only from 
the Spirit of God that you can derive the leaft hope of 
fuccefs in your work. Beware therefore, that you grievo 
not Him, by whom you are fealed to the day of Redemp­
tion. Implore him to work daily m you: then may you 
hope that he will alfo work by you. You have not fo 
learned Chrift, as to conceit that his work fuperfedes du­
ty; but we truft you have been taught deeply the neceffity 
of continual dependance on him, and earneil: application 
for his aid, in· every good wor_d and work. W c have not 
the leaft hope of your fuccefs unlefs you are kept little in 
your own eyes; fenfible of your own weaknefs; jealous of 
your own hearts. If once you indulge a conceit that you 
can do much, we fuall be perfuaded you will do worfe 
than nothing. May you feel your own infufficiency, and 
may the 11:rength of Chriil: be made perfea in your weak. 
nefs ! You have, feveral of you, known one another al­
ready; are all engaged in one caufe; and we truft have all 
drank into one fpirit: but you are all imperfect. It is not 
therefore needlefs to exhort you to let brotherly love con­
tinue. Strerigthen one another's hands. Let nothing be 
done through fl:rife or vain glory: let each efleem other 
as better than him[elf. Try only to excel one another in 
unfeigned humility. Let each be ambitious of being ter­
vant of all. There was once a conteft among the apoll:les, 
who fuould be greateil:. Once there was fharp contention 
between Paul and Barnabas; but we need not tell you, 
-Why thefe things were recorded. 



Let the women who are honoured by our beloved 
Lord, on this occafion, confider how great the good is 
l'\'hich they may do. If they confl:antly fl:rengthen the 
hands of their huiliands in all their miffionary labours; 
if they never excite the leaft (park of envy, or evil 
furmifes, in their yoke-fellows toward their fellow-la­
bourers; if they can gain accefs to the Hindoos of 
their own sex, and with fimplicity and affecl:ion relate to 
them the ble£red effects of the gofpel on their own hearts; 
if God ihould, by their means, fpread the knowledge of 
his falvation among thofe whom the fupedlition of the 
country has precluded from the public means of grace: 
what reafon wi)l they have to r~joice that tht;y were thus 
employed! 

We need not fay much on the he4d of your conduct: 
toward Ol.!r dear brethren that have gone before you, We; 
;i.re perfi.i<!,ded you will thankfully attend to their counfel, 
and be aware that it will be a conliderable time before you 
can judge of- the propriety of managing the mjffionary 
work, equally with thofe who have already gained an ac .. 
quaintane~ with the ;nhabitants and cufl:oms of the country, 
The tried fteadinefs, prudence and zeal, with which Go4 
has bleffed our brother Carey in particular, will inclin~ 
you to confult him, in almofl: every ftep: and we are well 
alfured you will find him far from that temper, which 
would make it burdc::nfom~ to follow his advice, 

One circumfrance is of fo much confequc;nc!;) that Wtl 

mufi: not omit it in this parting addrefs; though you havi;: 
J:>een again and again reminded ofit, individually; and w~ 
have no reafon to f4fpecl: yo4 are o~h~rwife mindc;d tha11 
purfe!ves. Beware however, both from a principl,e 9.f 
confcience, and from fou;id policy, and' regard to yo4r 
own interefi and that of the million~ to keep at t~e utm9H 



difl:ancc from intermeddling with any political concerns. 
Keep not only your tongues and your pens from that fub­
jecl:; but keep your minds, as much as poffible from being 
at all occupied therein. Study to be quiet, and mind your 
own bufinefs. If in a courfe of years, any commotions 
were to arife in the country, we do not want to hear fr 0111. 
you one word of news to gratify our curiofity, which could 
give the flighteft umbrage to the government, if your let­
ters were printed. We hope you will find the concerns 
of the country much better managed than many in England 
have fuppofed. But if it were otherwife, you do not g<> 
to enquire into civil matters, or to attempt the reaifyin~ 
of political grievances, but to promote a kingdom not of this 
world. Set a pattern yourfelves of ready obedience to humaa 
,authority, in all things that are lawful in the fight of God. 
and inculcate this as a duty on all who lifl:en to your in­
ffrucl:ions. There cannot be greater evils in civil govern­
ment, at the prefent day, than there were in the days of 
the apoftles ; but you know how they acted, and what they 
taught in this refpecl:; and we pray that you may never 
deviate from their plan. We certain! y would fooner hear 
of any one of you linking in the ocean, than of his becom­
ing a bufy body in political affairs, to bring diilionour on 
religion, and lay the ftrongeft impediments in tl;ie way of 
the important work we have at heart. 

And now, our beloved brethren and fifi:ers, be firong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. The hoil:s 
of hell are againft you; but the battle is not yours, but 
God's. He it is that goes before you,. and will be with 
you. He is aH-fufficient to protecl: you, and all-fu.flicient 
to fucceed yo4. The weapons of your warfare are not 
carnal, but fpiritual; and ihall prove mighty through God, 
to the pullipg down of the thong-holds of fat.in, who has 
been fortif)1 ii1g him[df in the country to which yo1.1 are 
ioin~, for ages. :aut the doctrine of the crofs !hall at 



Jentth triumph over all oppofition. Th~ d~pty to&ted 
fupt-:rftitions, by which the progrefs of the gofpel is im• 
peded, 1hall ptove an ineffeltual barrier to the advance!• 
tnent of his kingdom, to whom univerfal empire is abfo­
lutely decreed. You may ftill have to wait for the arm 
of the Lord to be revealed ; but the fet time to favour Zion 
hafiehs on ; and we truft that before you die, you 1hall fee 
the falva.tion of God. Pray and labour, arrd c_punt not 
life dear, fo that you may finilh your courfe with joy. 
Jefus muff: reign; and if you are faithful unto death,· yo11 
fuall live and reign with him. We truft we £hall never 
ceafe praying for you, that the.hand of the Lord may be 
'\fith you, that multitudes of the heathen may be brought 
to believe your teftimony, and turn unto the Lord, whonl° 
we hope to hail when you {hall meet us with them in the 
day of the Lord. Perhaps we fhall fee you no more till 
thatda)', But it is a glorious meeting we then expecl: with 
y0u, a.nd your Hindoo converts. God grant it! Amen. 

IT w::.s a damp to all the e~joyment of the day that our 
dear brother Pearce was prevented being with us, and that 
by an affl.iaion which rendered it doubtful whether we 
fhould fee his face· any more. His heart however was 
with us ; and notwithfi:anding his indifpofition, he couli 
not deny himfelf the pleafure of offering to the committee 
a few in{hucl:ions for the miffionaries, and bid the miffion­
aries a moil: tender and affecl:ionate farewell. Thefe in­
fl:rucl:ions the committee alfo adopted as its own. The 
letter was read from the pulpit towards the clofe of the 
apportunity, and with fuch effel\: as to dilfolve the audi­
tory in tears.--· The letter, which was addrelfed to 
brother Fuller, was as follows:---

Tamerton, May :r., 1799. 

" I AM fo weak that clofe thinking, and writing, 
excite or encrea[;;: my feverilh fenfations: yet I would 



gladly offer a few hints to the Society, and to the Mifii­
onaries. Only three things have particularly firuck me. 
You and others will probably think of more. 

Firfl:, As this Society is <l~pendant for its fupport on 
the pious public, whofe l~ait: compenfa.tion iliould be an 
acqiJa,intam;e with the fuccefs of thqf.e for whom their be­
nevolence is exerted, it is highly proper that each miilion­
ary under the pa~ronage of this fuciety fuould communi .. 
cate _!lir,ecl: ;iind pe,,rfonal information concerning his owa 
eftorts, and their various fruits, at leail: twice in every 
year ; to which end the fociety do reqbleft that each of 
their millior,iaries would keep a reg1dar journal of hi-s pro~ 
c~.edings .a!ild fend it, or a copy of it, to the tecrftary by 
the Sprin,g and Fall _fujps,. 

Secondly, Since that kingdom which we, as the difci .. 
ples of J efus wiih to _efi:abl_il)i, is not of this world, we 
a/fe6l:iom,,t~ly and ferioµfly enjoin on eacb miffionary under 
ptJ.r _p;itron.age, that he do cautiou0y and conftantly abfhiIJ. 
from e1very interference with the political concerns of the 
country where he may be c;alled to labour, whether by 
words, _or deeds·; that he be obedient to the laws in all 
civil affairs; that he refpect magiihates, fupreme and fub­
ordinate; and teach the fame things to others : in fine> 
.that he ap,ply hiinfelf w.ljplly to the all-Ullportant concerns 
d. that ev:angelica.l fer-vice to which he has .~ Jokmnly .d.e­
dicated hlmfdf. 

"' • Thirdly, However grofs may be the idolatries, and 
j1eathenifh fuperfritions -that may fall beneath a miffiona­
ry's ,i:iotice, the fociety :zre neverthelefs perfuaded that both 
the mutual refpe& due from man to inan, together with 
the interefl:s of the true religion, demand, that every 
miffionary fhould feduloufly avoid all rudenefs, infult, or 
interruption during the obfervance of the faid fuperil:itions; 
recommending no methods but thofe adopted by Chrift 



and his apofUes, rtamely, the perfevering ufe of fcripture, 
reafon, prayer, meeknefs, and love. 

0 that the Lord, who is unconfined by place or con­
dition, may copioully pour out upon you all the rich effu­
fions of his Holy Spi1 it on the approaching day! My 
moil: hearty love to each miffionary, a1'ld each companion, 
or intended companion of a miffionary, who may then 
encircle the throne of grace. Happy men! Happy wo­
men! You are going to be fellow labourers with Chriit 
hirnfelf ! I congratulate-I almoft envy you; yet I love 
you, and can fcarcely 1iow forbear dropping a tear of 
Jove as each of your names paffes acrofs my mind. 0 
what promifes are yours', _and what a reward! Su·rely 
heaven is filled with double joy, and refounds with unu­
fual acclamations at the arrival of each miffionary there, 
0 be faithf~I, my dear brethren, my dear fifters, be 
faithful unto death, and all ~his joy is yours ! Long as I 
live, my imagination will be hovering over you in Ben­
gal; and lhould I die, if feparate fpirits are allowed a vifit 
to the world they have left, methinks mine would be foon 
at Mudnabatty, watching your labours, your conflitl:s, 
and -your pleafures, whilft you are always abounding in 
the work of the Lord. • • ' 

My dear brother Fuller, pardon me-My feeling~ 
have hurried me whither I did not intend. Do not be 
long without letting me know the progrefs of affairs. 
Thanks for your laft information. What good news=,., 
what encouragement! Pray prefent my moil: fincere affec­
tion to dear brother Ward in particular, and tell him that 
I would fain write him a long 'and loving letter; but I 
know if he were apprized of the injury it does me at this 
time, he himfelf would rather that I omitted it. 

Ever· your's 

S. P.". 



' • :·Afte( the opportunity was o~~r, the mifilori~~ie~ a~ 
totnpanicd by Mr: Fu1-ler/fr:f off for London: Ther~ 
th~y met With their brethren from BriftoI, and prefently 
felt ih'eirifefves to be of one heart, and ~f one foul. It 
was expected that fne fuip would fail in a few days, but 
it being detained in harbour beyond the time, opportunity 
was offorded for- a public' meeting in London; and which 
was held at Mr. Booth's place of wodhip, on Friday 
May 10. .Brethren Tho. Thomas, Tim. Thomas, and 
Button, engaged in prayer, and Mr. Booth addreiTed the 
miffionarics ac their own requeft, and in a very ferious and 
foitable mani1er, on the interejling, honourable, and arduous 
nacurc o( their undertaking. The London brethren were 
mu.::h inter~Hed in the work, and carried it very affection­
ately to the iniffionaries. 

Th<: fhip being detaine~ two or three weeks beyond 
the expected time of her failing, Mrs. Grant, the only 
adult• pcrfon in the company who was not a member of a 
church,· was baptized during the interval.· 

On Saturday, May :2.5~ having little t'eaf~~ to fuppofe 
that they would fail before Monday) brethren Sutcliff and 
Fuller, with a view to keep the Lord's day in the city, 
to6k ·leave_ of t_he miffionaries, in expectation of feeing 
them again; fo the· afternoon of that day, a favourable 
wind·arofe, and they immediately fet fail. On the Lord's 
day evening, knowing that they would be dctained fome • 
time at Gravefend, brethre1~ Sutcli~, Fuller, and Button, 
fei: oif for that place to take leave.of them, and reached it 
foon after midnight. On ~aking a boat, they ·came up with 
them. about two in the morning, _and went on board; but 
the lhip being under fail, they could only give to each 
brother and fi.fi:er their affeclionate farewell, and commit 
them to Him in whofe caufe they we~e embar~t:d t 
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Retiri11g from the £hip, they retui:ned t9 (:;rav.e(enJ, 
vi~wing-hei- tor foveral miles, till at length fhe difappear,ed. 
It was 01i;th1s 'altecHng occ·afion, and while the fhip was 
&tadually receding fro'm the fight, - that the follpwi11g 
l_ines were conipofed by one oft_he company. - • 

':r Farewell, belo\'ed friends; ·once more farewell! 
For you out hehts have felt, and ftill lhall feel: 
Of late we've-car'd, a-Rd fer11e' attentic,n-given, 
. Now we f!IUft leave )'OU to_:the care of lieav.c:n, 

-~ 1,,fc>We thoJ1ld ever wickedly omit 
To a.id, or offer up our ftropg qelire, 
Let our right hands their wonted Jkill forget, 
'And all our hopes anfjoys in death expire! 

3 Go then, dear friends_, in your Redeemer's cauie_, 
·.co plow the briny wave, • and !,,-ave 'the deep ; 

Mercy and truth be with you as you pafs, 
Preferve you_r fouls, your lives in fafety keep. 

-4 Go join thofe muc.h-fo~•d name~ 011,- yonder ,(bore~, • 
Cp lhare their ardent ):ioi;ioui:able .t_oil, 

• Mingle your fouls -wi_th: theirs, with theirs your joys.,. 
Arid bear t-0 them the ble6ings of your native ille, 

S Go teach the nations~ fou-nd -the Saviour's name, 
As he was fent of God he doth yo_u fend I 
His word of pYOmife -ftiH re)nains _the fame, 
., Lo I am wi~h yo_u alw._ays,to the end! " 

. A ,few cfays after, b101:he; W;ARD fo~1t a lette; fr~m 
Marga~e, containing the f~llo\fiPg li,nes, which he fuppofed 
might be fung at eur MoNTHI.. y _fray_tr:meetinp-, dur,in_g,. 
the voyage. • • - ' 

J •• Smile Lord on each divine attempt 
To fpread the gof1'el's rays, • 
.And build on fins demoliili'd throne 

__ The ttmple of thy _graae." 

z Oh_, charge the wzves to bear ou fiiendt 
I_n fafety o'er the deep, 
Let the rough tempeft fpeed their way, 
Or bid it~ fu-ry fleep; 

1 
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3 When they /lull preach the Saviour'• Word, 
Beneath the' B~nian's lhade; • 
Let the poor Hindoo feel its pow'r, 
And malce his fpirit glad. 

4 Oh, let the. heavenly Sha/1:er fpread, 
Bid the new· call arife, 
Till Brammhans preach the gofpel wOTd, 
And India ta/1:e its joys. 

,::, . Ai,,ourt three weeks, after their departure, we received 
letters by the Lilbon packet, dated' June 14, • ofr Cape · 
Fiaiftetre, in· which they fpeak of being all well and happy: • 
b1ff 'relate their having met with much boi:fl:erous weat!ier 
in the; channel, and lieing chafed by a French Privateer, 
from which th;r efcaped by. the darknefs of the night. 
When failing by Plymouth, they felt very ftrong fenfa­
tions on the fituation of dear brother· Pearce. " 0 that I 
could adopt one of his children, ( fays brother Ward.) and 
provide for it as: my own!" • • • - - - • 

• They intiinate that the Captain join~d with them in . 
morning and evening prayer., and in his turn engaged: 
alfo that on tht: Lord's day they had public worihip on 
deck, where one of .the brethren preached to the fhip's 
company, after the Captain had firft addreffed them on 
the fubjett', and recommended the ackriowledgiri~ artd wor-
lbjpping of God in their voyage. , • 

• RESOLUTIONS OF THE SOCIETY. 

LEICESTER Meeting, Aug. 7, 1799 . 

. Refalved, That Mr. Hinton of Oxford be added to the 
Coi:nmittee, and requefted. to. take a part In colleaing for 
~he Society. 



KETTERING Meeting, oa. r; ·1799. 

Rcfolved, I. That the neceffities of the Moravian Bre~ 
thren are deferv ing of attention; and though on account 
of our own important concerns at this time, _we cannot 
affift them to the·• extent a'r our. willies,. y~t tha_t £. 20 be 
prefented to their Society as a token of brotherly love. 

Refalved, 2. •. Tha~ .it -be taken; i-11t9_ c~1!li~era~i9tk _a_nd 
ifpoffible, conclu.qed at the ll~X.t;:gqJterill me~Jiug.at-.N. Q.r:~h-,: 
ampton (~~\:!,.13,,_1799.) wh~t!le.r .thi:, ~9~_\e.~yjh_q1,1}~m9.t ; 
ptovi,de. ,m . ~~~apt minii}Fr. -~o" • th~ S~cliefary.; ~~cl. :w-,h9, ; 
~ould _(upply for hirn1; or any other JPJn_i_{l:t;r .wh9 (IJ.~11.go., 
out on the colle8:ing bulinef~. .. ·1 . _,.,, , 

No1t·;.~-A-MPTO~N' Mehin~/~o~: ~ii~799· · ..... 

Rcfalved, That if the Congregation at Kettering can 

procure -a yo~n.s tniriiflet :who may affifr ~s ftated a~ovel 
the Society wiU ~llow hirrt £. 50 ·for one Jear. • • ·:· 

• : --~-- I . • • ,.;:.J 

rite;~-· 

Smi1e Acco~1zi_o/ JooDISH~;iIEER. 

Mr. CAREY having fuggefted in a·forri1er letter~, thaf 
in reading the famou~ Hindoo poem, called, the Mahabha­
rat, written in Shanfcrit, he had met with a palfage which 
rendered it propable that the Joodijhtheer of the Hindao's 
was coten1porary with S(Ju!, king of lfi-ael i he was re­

quefl:ed to be more particular in his refearches_ on that 
fubjelt, as it might furnifh the grand ddideratum enabling 
us to fix' upon uule by which to judge of the reaJ antiquity 

of the Hiudoo Chronolo.gy. In anf wer_ to this requeH:, he 
writes as follows. 



e The e:ircumfiance of Joodilhtheer being cotemporary 
with Saul';: k,~1g of I fr.ref, wili p~rhaps be hard t~ prove 
h~fcmd ·,i d'oubt; '. At! 'pf~1er1t I pave _hot the fccond book of· 
theJMahalihara~ bj 1tie~ ·.though I well remember the paf­
fage, ;1bd1wilr,~rve· my' teaforis for'tninkit1g it to refe~ to 
Saul, or, as is more pro_bable>_to _S~mon, the lafl: fyllable 
in his name being omittea. Tl{e ftory is this: It was 
rccomme11Jed -~ :j~iidiilithter, by Narad ·the~Cage, to per­

form a pai;~i<:ular facri.fice, called, R:,_aj Sooi, to wh~h. all­
klnEfs\vcrc 'fo be"i11.vitecL Joodifhtheer having engaged in -
it, the .Deb's, the' king of ferpents, and all the kings of 
the earth affembled·, except a few-hoftile ones who were 
obliged to contribute towards the expences of it. Among 
the rdl:, it is faid th_at '' Great Saul the king of the J abons 
was there." No,w Jabon is· a term given to the ~-.luiful­
mans at this day,' dn ac~o1mt of their pracl:ifing the rite 
of circumcifion, \vhicli all'the Pundits fay is the difrin­
guifhing rite of the Jabonsi But Jabons are mentioned 
by Menu, one ofthe o_lddl:-writers of the Hindoos, and 
who is fuppofed· to have written many centuries before the 
coming of Chrifl:; fo that we muft look for fome people 
anterior to· Mahomedans who prac.l:ifed. circumcilion in 
thofe early ages; a11d no·pe?ple offer themfelves fo readily 
as the Jews, among wh.om tt was the difi:inguiiliing rite. 
It is therefore very probagle that t_he perfon mentioned 
was Saul, or Solomon, whofe fame may reafonably be 

Jllp~or~ to have reache.di to India. I know that little can 
be built on a fimilarity of names; but the term J abon, or 
more proper! y Y abon> is from the dhat, or radix Yoo, 
which fignifies to mix. The derivation is not very diffi­
cult from the Hebrew word. All Hindoo accounts are 
i11deed wrapped up in fable; yet admitting that fables 
generally have their foundation in truth, there is, I 
think, pretty ftroni evidence for this being the king of 

.the Jews, 



Having obfet-ved that the ~inaoos are very fond,o.f fi~g­
ing hymns,• Mr. Carey, without making any p~e~~nfions. 
to poetic talents, has_ furnilhed them with fome, plain 
compofitions, of. which the follov~'in~. is a: fpeci~en. 

HYMN by· 1\1~. ,.CAREY. 

The ln£an renouncing Heathenifm, ~-;,'j eml,racing _ChrfJifanity~ 

( Compofed in Bcngallec by W. C.u·_itv,'.and tranllatelil 

, mwEfWuh·br J. F'oV>Nux~.]! 

. .;,,..:,,,.,;.,..-...... 

x J,., fen-ing-Tiin' idols, why- thus fpenii'my. days, 
Since n011ght hilt deftruaion atta.n:iL all my ways ? 
The Locd of t-h-e worlll did dc;f~'!d: f~o~ on high, 
And was born in our nature all.Jin te deftroy. 

s Hitherto my wlwle foul, full-of,dark!lefs has• been_:,, 
A!nd lik.e other people I've gone' on in lint' 
With them I was drowning in mifery's deep,, 
And on earth r difcover•d· no way of- efcape. 

3 Seeb, Doorga, and Kallee,- could give me no-.iid, 
No Debta nor Debbee; no off'rings were made, 
No ]k1mmlian, no Yogee,- nil deed done by mo, 
No, not all thefe united can let ~y foul free. 

4 Thefe all are quite ufelefs, I;ve found th~m all \'ain, , 
From tlie pow'r of Juus, fome hope·I obtain: 
Thde hcavel}S-and this tar'th a're thcJwork of his handa i 
He animates all thing~; all fuperintends. 

s My r.n; anti my holinefs, now are my fimm ! • 
My paff'10ns, -my wilhes,. my honour, my namei 
I now lay all down at CHRJS,T Jr.-sus'-fect, 
And truft, though a finner, l mercy lhall get. 

6 Ro! All linful people; this ,good news attend, • 
Salvation and, Righteoufnefs, now aeprehend_j 
This, this is th~ order he gives unto you, 
And then after death you to glory lhall gq. 

• See rage 406. 



HY?IIN hy 1\fr. FOUNTAIN. 
1 SrNN£RS now we call upon you, In the name of Chrift our Lord; 

We have liroui;ht a me/fage from him; Pay attention to his word. 
He hath fent us, &c. &c. Pay attention to his word. 

2 Think wh~t you have all been doing; Think what rebels you have been: 
Yoll have fpent your lives in nothing, But in adding fin to fin 1 

All your at'cio:is, &c. &c. One continued fcene of fin. 

3 Yet your long-abufed Sov'reign Sends to you a meffage mild ; 
Loth. to execute his vengean_ce, P~ays you to be reconcil'd. 

Hear him woo you, &c. S,:c. Sinners now b,; reconcil'd. 

4 Pardon now is freely publilhed, Thro' a Mediator's blood, 
Who hath died to make atonement, And appeafe the wrath of God. 

Wondrous mercy ! &c. &c. See! it /lows thro' Jefu's blood. 

5 \n his name we now intreat you To accept this all: of Grace, 
This the day of your acceptance, Liften to the terms of peace; 

We befeech ·you, &c. Liften to the terms of peace. 

6 Having thus proclaim'd our melfage, All with heav'nly mercy fraught, 
We lhall now inform our Mafter, Whether you accede or not, 

Give an anfwer, &c. Will you now accede or not? 

POSTSCRIPT. 
... ~e,e,e,.e,e,~-· 

LETTERS have juft been received from our Brethren in 
India of fo late a date as Oa. 27. 1799. They contain the 
agreeable intelligence of the four new miffionaries, and 
their families, Cent out lafi: May, having fafely arrived on 
Ocl:. 12. We are alfo informed that Mr. Carey has re­
moved from Mudnabatty, owing to the Factory at that 
place having been declined; and that he had taken a fmall 
one at Kidderpore, about I 2 miles diflant, where he in­
tended to carry on a little bufinefs for himfelf, and to 
erecl: fome dwellings for the other miffionaries who were 
jull: arrived. Mr. Fount:iin's health was but indifferent, 
.And Mr. Carey's fecond fon, William, was dangerouily 
ill of a fever _when the letter came away. 

4 A 



The Comtnittee would be happy to communii;:atc Come 
accoums of a work of God amongll: the natives; but at 
prelcnt they arc calleJ, with the rc{l of the friends of the 
undertaking, to cxercifc faith and patience. Infl:ead of 
acceffions, ievcral wh0 formerly afforded hopes have fallen 
oft~ and were it not that the Lord fecms to be giving the 
:!\1iffionarics favour in the eyes of their own countrymen, 
and bleffing their labours in fome • degree amongft them, 
their hea_rts would fail and be difcouraged. By the friend­
ly aid of European gentlemen, the fchool has been chiefly 
fopponed, and another opened at Dinagepore. 

Various difficulties have prevented their beginning to 
print the Tranflation; but for this the Committee are 
thankful, as the arrival of Mr. 11/ard will enable them to 
execute it with much greater accuracy than they could 
have done without his affifiancc. 

The Committee earnefl:l y recommend it to the friends 
of the undertaking to be much in prayer for the divine 
bleffing. The Lord may intend to make us Jee!, as well 
as acknowledge, that zeal is not the only thing nece!lary 
to promote the convedion of the heathen. It is fometimes 
feen that previous to a remarkable appearance in favour of 
Zion, he permits our hopes to fink to the loweft degree: 
by thefe means. the power and fovereignty of his grace 
become the more confpicious and impreffive. 

April 1S. 1800. 

EXD or 'I'IIE J'IRS'J' VOLUME. 



INDEX 
TO 

PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS, V or,. I. 

A A decided an~ liberal co-opera-
r.111.ddres, of the Society to their tion, 5, 6. Their example fol-

fellow christians, 8. To the lowed in many other places, 
Churches of the Northampton- , 48, 4.9. 
shire Association, 45. To the Birmmha, one of the three "'rPat 
Missionaries, .512. To the personal virtues, or po~<>r,. 
I-lindoos c,n th.e character of . which the Hindoos consid«r 
their gods, 356. astheCreatorofail, '21:3, 214. 

Agricultu1:c, sta.te ·-· engal, . Bore or Boar. the flood tide in 
330, 46+, 4(J7. . the Ganges, 2.22 . 

. .A.11swers to val'iou~ s. Boshoo R. R. the moonshi, :\fr. 
:Sec Quesli,ms. '. Thomas' fir;t account of him. 

Arrival of the last ?lbssionaries, 1-9. His hymn, 82. His fall 
526: i.11to idc,latry, 6:5, 78 .. .Favour-

.Arts of the Hindoos, 381, able thoughts of him notwith .. 
B. standing, 75, 160, 18'2. IIi,; 

. Baptism of Mr. Powell, 279. Of tirst ideas of God, and angds, 
the chri~tian natives, opposi- l 66.. His y.-ant of zeal, l ,6. 
t~on to it, 369. Letter t\'.> .Mr. Morris, 2U. 

Bengal, its pqpulousness, 296. His hymn ....sung by the na-
Fcw accommodations for .tra- tivcs, 216, '234. Is guilty oi 
w\lers, :,72. Account of its adultery, and <lischar,,;ed hy 
r-oil, 140, birds, bll~sts, 14- l, l\Ir. Carev, 303, 3-!Z. Hi~ de. 
3:J5, fruit~, aud other natu- fcction u

0

hea~v loss, 3'25. 
ral productions, 398--401, . Boota11, u missioi';. thither recom-
45'.2. Weather hot in the day, memlc>cl, 219, An excursion 
but cold at night, 3-kO. Pr~- into that country by Messrs. 
visions cheap, 29, 30, butscr- Carey and Thomas, :JG'2. Its 
Yants cxprnsive, 407. Awful- high ,nountains, -!7'0. Man-
ncss of its moral state, +59, ners, dress, and appearance 
490. Sec liindoos. of the Booteas, 363-36S. 

Be11g,zllee language, l\Ir. Carey's Se\'eral sermons preached to 
account of it, 92, 171, zo+, them by Jlleans of an inter-
'216. Words variously spelt preter, 362. 
by different writers, 4,10 ,447. Booth's A<ldrl'SS to the l\lissio-

Beq;,est, form of one in favour naries, 520. 
of the l\lission, 156. Brainerd, Mr. D1wid, a model 

Bible, ::md the Kornn compared, for missionaries, 293. 
121, 12:.?, Hi~ 16:3. The de- Briimmlu111s, many of them WT\' 

sira.hlencss of a translation of i11nora11t, 130. The lPanw,l 
it, 292. ~~non;?; thl•m intolerable p,·-

Birmingluun, friends at, their <lants, '.? U. ConYersattot,s w:,;, 





lNDEX. 
society, 353. Requests hi.~ 
dismission from them to the 
little ch(irch in Bengal, 354. 
Ilis idea~ of submission to 
civil govcrnmcht, 370. Di;­
intetested Opiliion on Mr. 
Pearce's going as a missiana­
ry, 37 4. Assigns to himself a 
distinct topi'c to different cor­
respondents, 377, 3S0. His 
great ancl numerous labours, 
403, 468. Composes hymns 
for the natives, 406. Hisjour­
·nal of three days, 4?8~Ser­
i:non from E!Jhcs. vvnz,::1:3. 
1Iis opinion of the Asfrt{ic'Re­
searches, and JJiaurice's His­
tory, 476. 

Cassinaut Jllook1wrgee, a young 
brammhan under serious con­
cern, 222, 226, 232. Hopes 
cntertaine I of 'him, 299,343. 

Cast, • .Accounts of it by Mr. 
Thomas, 20. By }lr. C:ircy, 
142, 234·, 379, 414. Its per­

·uicious influence, 90, 126, 
127,137,182,481. Pervades 
every concern of life, 90, 23-t-. 
Those who lose it by becom­
ing chri,tians obliged to be 
supported by the missionaries 
on the coast, 33-t-. Query on 
the c0nverted natives being 
reqi:i\rcd to lose ca,t, 301. 

CAri,itirui Instructions for the 
·}\SC, of missions, . by Dr. Ity­
anrl, 103, 10+, 512-517. 

Cltristi<in Socicf!J, its value folt 
by those who arc deprived of 
it,SSl, 352. 

Cl11o·ci1 at Lcicc~tcr, their g<'ll<'­

rous cnndu.:t in resigning :\lr. 
Carey, 3:'i. 

Ci1'il gm't':·111w·11!, a,ldce to the 
1~1is~-;iomFirs r,':-p1·cting it, 
:> Li. 

Con't:crsr,J!i.'Jns \\'ith th:~· nuti\'('~:-

165, 178-1.91, 227,260---
26,~, 330, 35G, 440--1-45. 

Cur11wa!! missionary excmsiou~, 
262,358. Rdlcxionsonthcm, 
272. 

Cornu;a!lis, Lord, the English 
government in India assumed 
a favourable aspect under his 
administration, 7'2. • 

Critical remarks O!l several pa~­
sages of scripture, .'.l93, 415. 

Crocodiles, not regarded in Ben­
f,'111, 92. 

D. 
Dchtas, an account of them, '.:!09, 

210, SOO, 3.5G. 
Departure of the last rnissiona­

nmies, ·account ot~ .520, .522. 
Dij)iwlties in the work of the 

mission, sec Cast. 
Dinagepour, an opening there 

for preaching the gospel, 371, 
391. Encouraging prospects, 
::,97, 436, ,~3.9. 

Doorgotteca, a hopeful charac­
kr, :119. Farther hopes of 
him, Yanke, an,J Sookmun, 
:1G9, 436, -1-19. 

E. 
E11cn11rngrmc11ts, notwithstand­

ing many diflicullics, -!-S,1, 
489, 527. 

Europmns in Tiengal, of pious 
character, enrou:-a.~int: to the 
missionari"s, :19s, ~-oi, -1-0'?. 

F. 
Fait!,, its importance to a mis­

sionarv, -H~, 4-b:J, .tfl-:i. 
Fcn1,111,h:c, i\Ir. :1.11 Italian g,'n­

ll<"man at Din~l'pour, [fr; 

fril'n,.tly re£:;ards to thL' ;iii,­
sion, 371, o~J l. Commi,,i,,m 
f,,rt .v pound,;" onh of Fngli,h 
Lovk,, ;;9'.,. I !is arr1iablt• ,·lia­
rnrter, •Vi9. 

F/iJ:;ds. tl::.~ir d;~::.tt~~\"tiYC' ,...fl~·~·t-. 
Ill l !~d 1, l; -1.J l. 



IN DEX. 
Fountain, 1\lr. engaged ns a mis- 1Ti11doo fables, 28:L 

sionary tn Bc;1g~1l, 237. His I Hi11dvos, a timi<l effeminate pco-
lllljllcasant rnyagr, 238, 300, pie. Their size :1nd colour 
340. Arrirnl at Diamon,l 3:l7, 38G. Dress, 337,338,

1 

I farbnur, ~llO, Calcutta, and 384-:386, 464. l\Iarringes, 
1\Iudna,batty; his first intrr- 338. Behaviour, 46-~. Treat-
view with i\I r. Carry, 311, lll<'nt of their dead, 3~19. Con-
337. Fi1:st sabbath at l\loy- cerning their origin, 317. Cus-
paul, 3Hl .. llis ideas of l\Ir. toms resembling tho:;e of the 
C,1rcy, :HI. Respected by jcws, 377,378. Their houses, 
1\lr. Carey, .,73_ His first and furniture, 38~-384. Im-
sermon in Iknp,alle<', 4-TS. plements of husbandry, 464. 

Fuller, l\lr. his address to the l\Icthodofo·ateringland, 466". 
mi5sionaries at Leicester, 36. Customs illustrative of scrip-

G. tm'c, 479. .,\ilow that there 
Gc,,crol Jircting of tlic Soci<'ty is one great Goel, whom they 

at Birmingham for the desig- call Esliar, or B/1ogabon; that 
rn1tion of the African missio- the soul is immortal; that we 
narit:s, 99. haYe all sinned; and that some 

Gcrickr-, :\1r. his letter to l\Ir. atonement is necessary, 1.9. 
Cart'y, 431. Farther accounts of their opi-

G(l.,pcl, its di,tinguisl,ing dilfrr- nions, 2 I 3, 214, 2-1-7, and 
<'nee from all other doctrines, idolntrics, 72. (Sec Ir/ols, ~-c.) 
'..'30. It, influt>ncc on unbe- Willing to attend upoh tho 
liewr.;, '.291. !!ospel, and a~k question.s of 

Ga;·~rinncnt in Inclia, its impar- the prPachcr, and of one ano-
1iality, 7~- thcr so as to intcrrnpt the 

(;r,)IJf,-i\lr. \i"m. en;ag<'<l ns a discourse', 137, 34:i. Their 
mi~,ionary to Ikn~at Ac- arguments c-asily c0nfounded, 
eount of ·his conYersion from h11t. their hc,irts generally rc-
Iufidelit_r, 501. main the same, 300, 44-1--H-5. 

D rigg, l\Ir. Jacob, engages in a Their objections to the gospel, 
mission to Africa, 91. Scttl,•s 231. Addictcdness to astro-• 
at Port Logo, 2-1--'3. Ikturns logy, an<l other superstitions, 
to Free- Town, 2-1-4. Educat,·s 142, 2 I 3. Confus<'d ideas of 
t,YochildrcnofNami11aJJodo, a future state, 146, 442. 
'.245. llis manner of tiJ,lking Their zeal in a bad cause·may 
to the native,, 25 I. Tt>r111i- shanrn christians; 170.· Su-
nation of the mission by mea11s perstitious fears of boots or de-
',[ his improper interference rnons, 208. Th1,ir horria self. 
at Frr'e Town, 2.:;7. ll1'sol11- tormenting supcrstitio1is. (Sec 
rion of tbe Society concern-. Sv.;i11ging, or1'od11res.) Story 
ill:!: him, :Joo. SreJli-~siu,, lu of a man on the l\lalahar 
, !ti'ica. II. coast, torturing 'himself fpr 

Ilil,rr,L pronunciation rl'la:n- tht> <'xpiation of his ~in, aiul 
c-d i11 tlie Ucn_,;all,•c 1rnn,,la- who \\'as rcli1e1·1•d h1· the gos-
ti:,:1, I }S. pvl, ~s, '.!!). Burqii1g of ·wo~ 



INDEX. 
rnrn cm the death of their 
huslmncfa, 51.i, 473. All their 
thoughts of God and religion 
light and trifling, 129, 148. 
ltPports of their I.Jcnevolence, 
humanity, anJ meekness, not 
trne. Avarice, servility, and 
treachery, prominent features 
in their character, 138, 142, 
230, 48:J. Adultery very 
common amongst them, 331. 
Fraud and falsehood esteemed 
110 sins with them, 119, 191. 
Though dociie and apparent! y 
inoffensive, yet cruel to ani­
mals, 138, and unfeeling to-

- wards one another, 291, 326. 
On some occasions they will 
self-righteously talk of their 
good deeds, 282, and on o­
then;, in the ver,y spirit of 
European Antinomians, will 
plead their inability, and the 
will of God as excuses for sin, 
227, 3.'30, 449, 482. A num­
ber of them apply for instruc­
tion, 193. Hopeful symptoms 
of a work of God amongst 

• them, 224, 294, 306, 307. 
Addresses to them, and the 
Mahomedans, 64, 161, 121, 
131,134,146,148,162,165, 
167; 177, 178, 18i, 190,191, 
l93,197, 199,228,288,344, 
J54, 355,442,450. Individu­
als amongst them who hani 
discovered a conviction of the 
truth of the gospel, and con­
cerning whom hopes have bcc-n 
entertained. SC'c under the 
name's, Boslwo,Jlolnm Cl11md, 
Parbotee, Foclu Loson, Ca.~si­
'/laut 11Iookhurgcc, Yardcc, 
Doorgvtteea, Soulm11111, llun!J 
Cliaro11, ,5-c. 

Jlindoslance language, l\Ir. Ca­
rry's nreo1mt of it, 93. 

l/int to those who wish to 5tmd 
parcels to Mr. Carey, 487. 

l/urry Char1J11, account ot~ 420, 
4.%, 439, 471. 

Hymns, by R. R. Boshoo, 82. 
Mr.Thornas,461. :\1r. f'ullcr, 
521. Mr. Ward, 521. l\lr. 
Carey, 525. ~lr. Fountain, 
526. I. 

Idols of the Hindoos, accounts 
of thPm, 167, 178, 184, 189, 
190, 191. Their notions con­
cerning them, and manner of 
treating them, 133, 138, 1.9.9, 
416. Their true character de­
scribed, 356. See Dcbtas. 

Infant exposed in a ba.5ket, 183. 
Instructions to the missionaries, 

512, 517. 
J. 

Jabon, a. term applied to cir­
cumcised persons, 381. 

Jaggernaut, his illness, and Mr. 
Thomas' conversation with 
him, 280. 

Jiltkf!ff, a Bootca offic<'r, his 
treatment of the missionaries, 
362. 

JFJodistl1eer, some account of, 
523. 

Jo11mal, Extmcts from l\Ir. 
Carey's, 157, 467. l\1r. Tho­
mas', 278. 

K. 
Keman par hoibo, a question puc 

by three Mussulmans to ~lr. 
CarPv, 326. 

• L. 
Lama, its meaning m Uootan, 

365, 368. 
Letter, from some Hincloos to 

the late Dr. Stennett, jS.:, 

ll. R. Boshoo to Mr. l\lorri~, 
21-1-. Several persons at Di-
1\tl"epnur to the missionaric-,, 
2'26, 235. l\Ir. Hinton to the 
Society, 27 4. l\lr. Gericke to 



IND~ X. 
!1fr, Cnrev. 4-30. Of <lis­
rni~sion fr;);ll the chnrrh 11t 
Broadmc-ad tc, the church ut 
J\Iudnnhntt;·, .507. 

l,rttcrs, from· l\Ir. CAREY, to 
Dr. Arnolrl, 139, 
l\Ir. Blunrld, 490. 
-- Booth, 33J. 
- Bruin, 136. 
- Cave, 348. 
The Churd, at Leiccster, 54, 

132, 351. 
l\Ir. Fuller, 127, 199, 318. 

360, 37 5, 397. 419, 45 I. 
-- Horne, 231. 
-- l\forris, 234.-, 336, 380, 

463. 
l\liss Neale, 408. 
Mr. Newton, 342, 467. 
l\Ir. Pearce, 125, 222, 325, 

371, 401, 421, ¾80. 
-- Prowitt, 144, 354. 
His Relations, 134, 3!4, 

406, 407. • 
Dr. Ryland, 123, 333, 377, 

393. 
l\Ir. ScL,~·artz, 428. 
The Society, 7, 61, 88, 121, 

146,225,345,387. 
!\Jr. Sutcliff, 91, 329, 40:Z, 

427, 4-93. 
l\Ir. Yates, 143. 

Letters, from .Mr. FouNTAIN 
to 

l\Ir. Fuller, 238, 308, 390, 
477, 492. 

Mr. Morris, 422. 
!'.Ir. Pearce, 448.· 
Mr. Read, 322. 
Dr. Ryland, 44:5. 
The Socic·ty, 313,387, 
!\fr. Smith, 3'29. 

Letters, from l\1r. GRIOG, to 
Mr. fuller, 254. 
l\fr. Pearce, 251. 
Dr. ll)land, 241, 2.'i0. 

Le/ten·; from l\I r. Roll w A Y, to 

Mr. Fuller, 'U5. 
Dr. R_,·land, 2:i-L 

Letters, from the SocitTY, tn 
The Baptist church 11t Sil'na 

LC'nnc, 101. • 
The Ilin1ho chrii;tinn~, 4- I. 
The Mi,sionarics in Dcngnl, 

80, 14-9. 
Leitcrs, from l\Ir. Tuo~us, to 

l\Ir Booth, 119. • 
l\'~r Fuller, 76, 120, .201 7 

277, 306, 440, 
Mr. Pearce, 205, 294, 
A Relation, 45.7, 4.61. 
Dr. Ryland, 220. 
The Society, 85, 301. 

Lu:1:ury of relieYing the miscra• 
ble, 292. 

M. 
Jv[al,.abharat, Extract from the, 

523. 
llialda, Europeans in that neigh­

bourhood friendly to the gos­
pel, 122. A 1no11thly pray~r­
meeting among them, 492. 
Their generous contributions, 
492. 

:Marshman, Mr. Joshua, engag­
ed as a missionary to Bengal. 
Account of him, 502, 50~. 

JIIi.ssion to Hindostan resolved 
on, 34. To Africa, 97. 

llfissionaries, Hindoo, Their so­
lemn designation, 36. Pe­
parture, 45. Tempestuous 
voyage, 61. Religious worship 
at sea, 63. First interview 
with the natives, 64. First 
letters to England, 53. Re­
quest a polyglot bible, 65, 
Their settlement in the neigh• 
bou1hood of Maida, 85. Se­
cular engagements justified, 
93,301, 302. Feel their want 
of christian ~ociety, 135, 
I 71, 172, 351. Doctrines 
they 1,rcach, 135, '203. Set 



I ND EX. 
time~ for prayer, 185. M~ct 
for prayer in an idol's temple, 
200. Diflicultie~ arising from 
the ignorance of the people·, 
204,, 206. Their harmony 
and fl'llow~hip, 189,186,200, 
204, _206, 278,312. Greatly 
interested by letters from 
England, 208, 220, 298. 
Form a church in , Be-ngal, 
225, 279, Their method of 
preaching, 230, 296, 291, 
4501 468. Hopeful appear­
ancts of a work of God, 294, 
297. lndividna1s under con­
cern, 306. Ifappy sabbath 
at Moypaul, 316. Mr. Ca­
rey's report of things atMoy­
paul, 3l9. Summary acc~unt 
of 'encouraging appearances, 
342. Encouragements amidst 
all their difficulties, 128,161, 
164, i'66, 176, 322, 323, 
328, 341, 361, 372, 388, 
423. Their worship how con­
ducted, 341, 468. Advan­
t.1.ges .. of their situation for 
spreading the gospel through 
'iarious nations, 346. Request 
the aid of more missionaries, 
37~1 389, 422, 438, and that 
the whole attention of the so­
ciety be directed towards 
strengthening this mjssion, 
373, four more sent out m 
the spring of 1799. Particu-
laf accountofthcm,498. Sec 
Carey, Thomas, Fountain. 

}lfissivnaries, African, Their ac­
ccptal1ce, 9°7, 98. Solemn 
ccsiguation, 104. Departure 
and· arrival at Sierra Leoni', 
2,12. 'Their agreeable recep­
tion by the baptist church at 
Free Town, 247. Kindly no-

ticcd and assi,trd by the go­
vernor, 242, 243. Welcomt"r! 
by the natives, 249, 2.5:3. 
The unplPasant termination 
of this mission, 2.55, 259. 
Reflections upon it, '2.59, 261. 
Sec Grigg, Jtodu;ay. 

JJiohun C/111nd, acconnt of him, 
21. Is pleased with the Mo­
saic ceremonies, 206. Visits 
Dinagepour, and recommends 
the gospel, whence a letter is 
written to the missionaries, 
226, 135. A pitiable charac­
ter, 327. Encouraging ac­
count of him, 343. 

ftfont!Jy' prayer-meetings, re­
commended by the Associa­
tion met at Nottingham in 
1784. What has followed, 
315. Missionaries in Bengal 
unite in it, 341. 

Mussulmans, their character, 
and. opinions, 72. Ignorant 
and idolatrous, but willing to 
hear the gospel, 121. Con­
form to Hindoo customs, 127. 
137, 190. Their superstiti­
ons, 177, 183. Peers, or de­
parted spirit~, 209. l\lourr:. 
for the dead once a month. 

-338. lndividudua,ls under 
concern about their salvation. 
See Yardce, SooJ.-m11n, Door­
gottea. 

N. 
Narrati-i:e of the first formation 

of the Society, 1. 
Nami11a 11fodo, a chief of Port 

j.ogo. Commits two of his 
c_hildren to l\1r. Grigg, 239. 
What he said on that occasi­
on, 253. Ariana, his wifr·, 
an amiable woman, 253. 

4 n 



INDEX. 
Ncu:tun, !\Jr., his thoughts on 

the missionaries cnµ;aging in 
secular conc<'rns, 95. 

0 
Open mg of n plac<' of won;hip at 

Dinagcpc,ur, 392, 
p 

I'ar/,oter, account of him, 22. 
His remarkable' prny<'f, 24. 
Letter to Dr. Stennett, 32. 
Other accounts of him, 436, 
449. 

Pearce, 1\fr.• His affecting letter 
to the missionaiics at the 01-
n<'Y mectipg, 517. • 

Podo Loso,,,:a Pundit of Nud-
• dca, assis'ts" in • $c tmslati­

on, 206. Under convitt'ions, 
' 207. His jdeas of mankind, 
. and of his ·own counti·y~en, 

207. l lis principle~ and ob­
j <'ctious rc~embling:itnr1norni­
ani,n1, '..!27'. Enqurries/ :md 
desir<', nf~r • the' ~ct_iptiit'es, 
282, z9-1. 

Poran, A young inquisitive I'/'in-
doo, -E!0. • • • 

PowFl, l\Ir., baptized by Mr. 
• Carry, 279. Farther account 

of him, 3 E!; • 
Pra_lji:r, "-for the success of the 

!\fission recommend1td, 527. 
Printi,ig-press desired, 397, and 

procur~d by Mr. Carey, 4-69. 
P rosfitull', deplorable account 

of the affliction and deat/i of 
OllJ:, 289. 

Pro,isions cheap in Beng~I, 29, 
Q 

Questions to ~1r. Carey, with 
· answers, 4-09, By Raaz. Xe­

,hurc to the missiunari.es, 424. 
T~ !Hr. Schwartz by l\lr. Ca­
rry, 4-31. 

R 
R.~JIZ Keslwre, an intelligent 

bramtnh?m. Conwrmtion with 
him on Christianity, &c. 211. 

. Resolutions of the Society, and 
of the Committee, 3--6, 53, 
911, 9s, 99, 2311, 240, 304-, 
3.37, 416-419, 5'22. 

Rct•clation, it~ inestimable ad­
vantages, 166. 

Rice, its kinds, and· cultivation 
in Brngal, 452. 

R.ir1gfctaube, ·Mr.; an eastern 
missionary, 422. • 

Rfrers, seen from Mr. Carey's 
• house, 451. ·' • 
Rodwa!I, Mr. ,James; ci~gaged 

with l\lr. Oi-igg in a mission 
to Africa, 98. His illness at 
Sierra Leone, 2:39. neturns 
to England, 254,....:...256, Tes­
timonies in his favour, 256. 

R!Jland's address on "the desig-
• nation of the African missio-

11arii,s. 10;~; • lristi-liction,, to 
later•missionatics, ·M2: • s 

_Sclu,ol, at l\fodnabatty, 12-t.. 
' Given up on the • l\Ioonshi's 

defc.ctiol}, 3'25. Revived by 
the aid of Mr. t-'ountain, 373, 

· Acc9u11ts of its progress, 420, 
4-36, 4-39, 47 9. • One opened 

. at Dinagcpore, 527_. 
Sckwartz, the vcn<:rablc ettstern 

• 1~issio11ary. ~fr. Carey's let­
ter to him, 3.98 1 428. Mr. 
S. receives tPC letter, but dies 
b;-for!! ~e could reply to it. 
Answ!'red by Mr: Gerricke, 
421, 430. 

!;cotla11d1 • tl;c lib<'rnl exertions 
of qll den9mi11ations in that 

• part of the kingdom, for the 
translation of the Scriptures, 
and the cncouragcmr1~ of the 
mission, 240, 360, 417. 

Sccb, an imul(inary deity, wor-



IND EX. 
shipped by the Hindoos, 179, him, 7. ::--i"arrative of him, and 
185,213,214. Mr. Tl1omas his lahour; in India, 13. His 
prr_achcs on an ascent of 011c account of the Hindoo~, I R. 
of his t<'mplcs, 185, 186. The • Engaged with Mr. Carey, in 
various names by which he is a mission to Bengal, .'3-1-. F,x-
callcrl; 410, 411. tracts -from his diary, 278. 

Selj-tormf'1P,~ing superstitiom of After much dejection, is en-
the Hincloos, 28, 59, 172- couraged in his work, 294, 
J,74, '197, 412, 493-498. 306, 307. His medical skill, 

Serpents, venomous, 92, 471. and readiness to do good, a 
Shasters, or sacred wrifrngs of bfcssing to the Hindoos, 314, 

the Hindoos, 18, 129, 130, 480. Visits a man wounded 
227, 229, 299, 300, 357, by a buffalo, 440. His exccl-

Soobah of Boutan, his kind and lent advice to his nieces, 457, 
lib<'ral treatmrnt of the mis- 461, Providential escape of 
sionarics, ·364. His house, himself a])d fa.plily, 460. 
364. Public • ceremonfes in Tibet, mountains of, 28, 470. 
honour of the' missionaries, • Timinany, a heathen people in 

• -365,,. _Ac~nowledges a: su- Africa, numerous and friend-
.. '.J?r~mc:Bc~ing,_368. 'I-lis letter ly, 2-18, 2.63: 
·to Mr. Carey,437.· • ., Tran.rlationofthebiblc,itsgrcnt 

.Soolcm1in;; l1is, secio.us .. i.:oncernt, imporwnce, 2-92. Diflicul. 
318; Conversatio1nvithdiim, tirs atten\Jing it, 164. Its 
332. • Farther hopes cifhirn, progress, 227, 320, 3-15. Ex-
"and - hfa • companions, ''369, pens,· of printingthe new tes-
439. ·, • • tamcnt,.320, :s6s. Care of 

SoJsees, a people in Africa, ci;t- the translator, 368. Critical 
courngl'ments for a mission remarks on various passages, 
nmol)gst them, 255. 3V3, 453. 

Spelling c,f Bengallee words, va.- f 2 Cur. vi. 17. 203. 
rjous, 4l0, 4t7. . Tune, Indian. toBoshoo'shymn, 

Story, interesting one, ofa Hin- 277, Account of it, 324. 
<loo on the Malabar coast, Tygers, account ot: 92. 
28. V. 

Sun, worshipped by Hindoos Vukeel, a Bootea attorney. His 
and l\Inhomedans, 189, ·41 r, -· treatment of the missionaries, 
Particular account·· of this -366; 
worship, 404, 405. r - . Ver:.~hrwo, an imaginary cleity of 

Sundcrbw1ds, an immense forost-' • the Hindoos, worshipped by 
in Bengal, 139, His. fow, 213, ~14. His nine in-

Sutclflf's adclrcss to the rnissio- carnations, 229, 300, 357. 
naril's, at Olney, 510. Village preaching in England, 
- T aided uy the Society, 117. 

'l'rmplrs, Ilindoo, 331. Its efforts, '!b'!, S5S. 
'l'ho11111s, !\Jr. John, llow the So~ U. 

cicty became ac<pminted with Utensils of ln1~bar:.dry, lEn<lno, 
-¼<i-1. 



INDEX. 
W. 

tro111e11, burning of, 56~ss. 
J lindoo laws ru;pcrting it, 

. 473--lj"(), 
TVard, .Mr, \\'m., c>ngnge<l as a 

mi~~ionnry to Bengal. Ac­
{'Ullnt ot him, 499, .. llis dl'­
pnrturc, 5'20. Hymn on the 
occn..'<ion, 521.., 

rrortd l31i11g in wicl,;cdJ1css, no 
adequate idea can b~ formed 

of this trnih in n. Christian 
country, 32'2. 

Y. 
rardce, a hopeful character, 

307, 308. l\lr. Careys' ac­
count of hiln, 319. 11is 11c­
count of him~df and his coun­
trymen, :J26. I Jimsclf, anrl 

. others, pl'rsecutcd by their 
connexions, 343, ·369. Far .. 
thcr hopes of him, 436. 

Su,h as ore difpofed to remember this Charity in their Wills, 
may ufe the fallowing Form of Beque.JI. 

'hEM. I give ana bequeath u~to A. B. and c. D. 
the tum of upon truft, to the in~nt 
that they, or either of them, pay the fame to the Treafurer, 
for the time being, of The particular Baptfjl Societyfor pro­
pagating the Gojpel amongjl the Heathen; for the ufe and fop. 
port of the faid Society: and his receipt £hall be a full and 
fufficient difcharge for the fame. 



APPENDIX 
TO 

]-lumber VI. ef Periodical Accounts. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED 
FROM 

- • October 1. 1798, to October 1. 1799. 

N. B. Those Names to which no place is annexed, are persons residing in 
_LoNDON, or its Vicinity. 

M A. L. 

R. Abbot, Kings-
S. D. 

tlwrpe- - - - - - - 10 6 Mr.Arnet· -
- E. Abraham, Olney 1 1 0 - Arnsby, Brigstock 

-Ditto. a Donation , 5 - O O ...:... Jos. Ash, -Bristol' 

I.. S. D, 

53 1 6-
1 1 0 

10-6-
10-6 

-T. Adams - - - - - 10 6 B. 
Mrs: Agace - - - :. - - 2 2 0 Mr. J. Racon - - 1 
Mr. W.Andrews,Olney 2 2 0 - G. Bagster 
Anonymous - - - - 10 6 - G. Bagster, jun. 
Ditto ' - - - - - 5 0 0 - J. Barber 
Ditto - - - - - I I O Mrs. E. Barnes 
Ditto from Bristol - 3 3 0 Mr. Barnes, Woodford 
Ditto ditto 10 6 - W. G. Bates -
Do. from Leicestcrsl1irc 10 0 0 - Bates, Kettering, 

l 
1 
1 
I 

Do. from Nortl,ampton 1 1 0 2 years - 1 
Do. from Olney - - 10 6 - P. Bateman - - 1 
Do. from York • - - 10 6 - J.P. Bateman - 1 
Do. bY:Mr. Blundel - 10 6 - Baylis, Whitchurch 
Do. by Mr. Booth 10 10 o 1- B. B. Beddome - 1 
Ditto by Mr. Cooper, - S. Beddome - 1 

Trowbridge - - - 1 1 0 - J. Bellis - - 1 
Do. by Mr. J. Foster. 5 5 0 A. Benham - - 1 
Do. by l\lr. Hemming 1 1 0 - Benwell, Bnttersea 1 
-Do. by Mr. Ward p 1 1 0 - Benidgc,Northamp.l 

I 0 
l 0 
1 0 
I 0 
I 0 

10 6 
1 0 

I 0 
1 0 
1 0 

10 6 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

£.5J 1 (j, 

4C 

£.71 19 6 



.Appendi.1:. 
L. s. D~ 

71 19 6 
Rev. ~Ir. Bicheno, New- Mr. J. Cowdl 

L. !\, D. 

113 7 0 

bury - 1 1 0 - Rob. Cowie 
- I I 0 

5 5 0 
l\Ir. Blakemore, Bin11. 10 6 D. 
- Bonvill<", B1·istol - 1 
- A. Booth - 1 
- A. Rooth, jun. - 1 
- J. Bootl1 - 1 
R. Bowyer, Esq. 1 
l\Ir. W. Brookes 1 
- Broungcr - 1 
- Bruin, Glenn 1 
- Dry.son, sen; 1 
- BrJson, jun. - 1 

I 0 
l 0 
1 0 
I 0 
I 0 
I 0 
I Q 

I 0 
1- o. 
Ii 0: 
1 0 Rev. ~1r. Bull, Ne?J;port 1 

-- Mr. Bull, Basing-. 
bourne - - - 10 .6 

l\lt-. S. Bull, Ditto 10 6 
- John. Bult - - 1 I o 
- Burchell, Da=ro.d 1 1 o 
- iurditt, Wooqford 10 6 
- Wm. Ri.irls - - 1 1 O. 
Rev. Mr. Burton,Foxton 10 6 
Mr. Jos. Buttei:worth 1 1 ·o 
Rev. Mr.-Bu.tton - 1 1 0 
Mr, Button,Grave.wnd 2 0 o. 
.Miss R; Button 1 1 O 
Mr. Bu.ttonshaw - I , I 0 

c. 
.M:r, W;C. 
- N. Carroll - - 3 
- C. Chinnf'r - - 1 
- F.Churf'.hu1,Notti11g.l 
- James Claike - 1 
Mrs. A. C:'.:lodd - - - I 
- E. Cuade 2 
Rev. W-.. Colos, Ampthill I 
J\Jr. R. Coles, Oak/1am I 
- James Collins - 1 
-- John Cooke I 
- W. Cordell 
- n. Cott[P - - 2 

10.6 
3 0 
I 0 
1 0 
I 0 
1 0 
2 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

10 6 
2 0 

£.1I:J 7 0i 

l\Ir. John Danie1,Bristol 1 
·Miss B. Daniel, Ditto·!­
Mr. S. Daniel, Glocester 1 
- Jos. Dare - 1 
l\Irs. S. Davidson - 1 
Mr. Rob. Davies - I 
,J\tiss lH. A. Davies - I 
l\;I~. \V. Davis I 
-,-. D11sis, Cheney.&. - I:. 
-,- James- Day - - 1 
Rev. Mr. Dear, Bristol I 
.Miss Dennis - 1 
Mr. Dent, Northamp. 1 
- Ja1ges Dore. - - I 
- John D.u11kin - l 
- .J;. Dunkin,.j.un .. - 1, 
- Dunn, Ttowbridgf! 1 
--J. Pyer - - l 

E. 
Mr. Eaglcstone, Newpgrt 
Capt. Elliot,. 2:y.enrs - I 
l\ir. Cha .. l'.:lliot - - l 
- W .. Elston - - I 
....,.... S. Etheridge - - 5 
- B. Evans, Sutton 
- John Everard, - 1 

F. 
Mr. FaW1tleroy 5 
- Geo. Fell - 1. 
Messrs. Eennand Wick,., 

endcn - 4· 
Mr. Fonton - - -
- Fidgcn, Kettering 
....,.... Henry Fletcher - 2 
- Thos. Flight - I. 
- Forbes 1. 
- John Fostor, Riggks-

'(;.:adc, 2 year~ - 2 • 

1 0 
l 0 
1 0 
1 0 
I 0 
I 0 
I 0 
1 0 
I: 0. 
I 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
I 0 
1" 0 

0 
1 0. 
:I 0 

10,6 
I, ,0 
I 0 
l_O 
0 0 

10. 6 
I 0 

5 0 
l 0 

40 
10 6 
10 6 

2 0 
L 0 

0 

2 0 

• £.166 13 0 
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L. s. D. I r,. -~- n. 

370 5 (i 4.31 14 (j 

R<'v. J. Sharpe, Bristol I l o1 Mrs. B. Walli5, Ket-
Mrs. Shaw 1 I O I teri11" - - - 2 2 0 
l\Ir. B. Slniw • 1 J • 0 ?lfr. J. wtrminµ;ton - l 1 0 
- W. Sh1·11stonc 10 6 - W. Weare - - l O 
W.Shrppiml Esq.FromeZ Z o· Miss S. Welbrook - 1 
l\Ir. W. Sh-rubsole - 1 1 0 Mr. A. West - - I 
- T. Smith 2 2 o - R. Westley - -
- E. Smith 1 1 0 l\Iiss Wharton - - 1 
- T. Smith • I 1 O Mr. D. Whitaker - 1 
Rev. W. Smith - - 1 I o - A. Wilkins - -
1\fr. M. Smith, Northam. 1 1 O Mrs. Reh. Wilkinson 1 

I - A Sparkhall - • 10 6 Miss Wilkinson 
- Sprigg, Bif111. - 1 I O Mr. J. Willis 
- B. Stcnnc.,t 10 6 - Jos. Wilson 
.....: W. Summers 1 1 0 - T. Wilson 
-:- Sutcliff, Olney • 1 . 1 0 I - J. Wilson 

T. - W. Wilson 

- .2 
3 
2 
1 
1 

0 

0 
10 6 

I 0 
0 

10 6 
I 0 
1 0 
.2 0 
3 0 
2 0 
1 0 
1 0 

10 6 J\Iiss E.T. 1 1 O - W. Wilson, Olney 
Mr.·w. Taylor· .., - 1 I O - T. Wontner - - I I o 
Rev. l\Ir. Thompson 1- l _ O - J. Wontner 10 6 
H. Thornton Esq. - 5 5 0 J\Irs. Wood 2 2 O 
R. Thornton Esq. - • 5 5 o Rev. B. Woodd I 1 o 
S. Thornton Bsq. 3 3 0 Mr. G. E. Woodhouse 1 1 O 
Mr. J. Thornton • 1 1 0 l\Iiss Wyatt, Amsby - I 1 0 
- W. Tidd, Asl1well l I o Mrs. Wykes, Northamp. 10 6 
Rev.T. Tollcr,Kettering 10 6 Y. Z. 2 O O 
.Miss R. Tomkins - 5 O O 
Mr. B. Tomkins 1 1 O 
- T. Towle - 1 1 0 
- A. Tozer, Bristol 2 2 0 
- Turland, Bugbrook 1 1 o COLLECTIONS 
l\liss Tyler, .Bristol - I 1 0 

V. 
!\fr. H. Vere 1 1 0 
- W. Viner 1 1 0 
Mrs. G. Vowell - - 5 0 O 

u. 
Dr .. Underwood 

w. 
Messrs. Wallis, Cook, 

and Hammond 5 

1 0 

5 0 

£.4-J 1 14 (j i' 

AND 

DONATIONS. 

Abingdon - - - 15 l':! O 
Association, Welsl,, '.! 0 0 
Boston, Bap; Churck 2 2 0 
llirmingham, ditto.,. 

Ca1111on Street ::!l 10 10 
Bratton 14 5 O 

f. 5S1 1 lQ 







Intended to be Published, 
Q~ TIIE 1~1nsT Of. JANUARY, 1801, 

No. I. OF THE 

Protestant Dissenters' .Afa~gazine, 
To hl' continued l\fo11thly, Prier Sixpence. 

TO CO~SIST CHIEl'LY OV 

Original pi~ces _on v~rious T~olo~iai sn~je~ts, Ecclesiastical history, N.ir­
rat,vcs ot D1sscnt1ng congrcgat1olls, M1ss1onary occurre11ces, Biographical 
sketches, Obituary, Religious Intelligence, Anecdotes, Review of Reli­
gious publications, Devotional Poetry, &c. 

The Proprietor respectfully informs the religiou,, public, 
tbat, haviug no connexion whatever with the former editor of a 
work under this title, nor with any bookseller in town or coun­
tr:v, he is induced to the pre.sent undertaking from an idea that 
there arc many serious intelligent christians to whom a monthly 
publication, adapted to Evangelical Dissenters, would be ac~ 
crptablc. 

Notwithstanding. the various denominations of which the 
dissenting body is composed, m1d however opposite in some 
respects their peculiarities may be, it is presumed that a large 
proportion arc in favour of what are usually termed Orthodox 
sentiments: But whether this be the case or not, the - Editor is 
of opinion that he shall best acquit himself by avowing lµs at­
tachment to those principles, and that his labours will be con­
ducted under their influence in subservicncy to _the cause of 
truth and righteousness. Having made this . explicit avowal of 
his sentiments, he wishes it to be understood that a spirit 
of free enquiry and liberal discussion will be regarded as a leading 
object of the work, and rhat therefore a strict conformity to his 
own rcli!!ious views will in no case be made the rule of admission. 

To '~ccomplish the present design, and to present scrio~s 
christians of every description -with an interesting l\liscellany, 
arra1icrcments will be made with several ministers eminent for 
talent~ and piety, many ofwJ10m arc well known to the religious 
world by their literary labours. These engagements, however, 
arc not intendl'd to preclude occasional correspondents: On the 
contrary, every friend to evangelical principles is respectfully in­
vited to lend his a,sistance, and the Editor will be particularly 
obliged by the earliest articles of Religious Intelligc11ce properly 
authenticated, and for well-written papers on other interesting 
suhjccts. 

"' ..,'' Ordas and Commu11ications for tl,e PROTEST A NT 
DISSENTEIU:i' MAGAZINE ma!! be addrcmd to t'fie 
Pri,dcr, ~lr. l\IoR1t1s, ClipstonL·, Nortlmmptonshirc; or Mr. 
HvrTo1', 24·, Paternoster-lliJw, Lrmdou. 

::i-Jl-i hy B~t1,n, Pa:crnostcr-Row; Condo·, Bw.kle;·~b:iry, and 
W:il:am,, StJtio~cfc C,i;rt, Load,111., 
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