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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

November, 1833.

I.—An Account of the Karens, a race of people inhabiting the
mountainous parts of the Burman Empire and Siam ; with
some particulars regarding the Introduction of the Gospel
among them.

IN the Asiatic Researches, vol. xvi. there is an interesting
account by Lieut. Trant, of the KuvEns, a race of people inha-
biting the Yimu mountains, between Ava and Aracan. It has
not till lately been known that there existed in the same country
another body of people called KarENs, much larger as to number,
and equally remarkable in national character and habits ; while

are also more interesting to the Christian Philanthropist, from
their having already presented a successful scene of Missionary la-
bour to those devoted men the American Baptist Missionaries in
the Tzaasserim Provinces. Respecting this numerous yet hitherto
almost unknown race of people, we now proceed to present our
readers with some information, derived partly from communication
with the Rev. Mr. Wade, during his late visit to Calcutta, on his
way to America for the benefit of his health, and partly from
the correspondence of his associates.

The Karens inhabit the back ground and mountainous
of all the provinces in the Burman Empire, even beyond Ava, as
well as of the Tenasserim Provinces belonging to the British ; the
also occupy 8 large tract of country lying between the Briti
possessions and the kingdom of Siam. Their number cannot be
correctly stated, but as far as Mr. Wade has been able to ascer.
tain from different inquiries, they cannot be much inferior in this
mg:ct to the Burmans themselves, who are now estimated, (it
is believed correctly,) at about 10 millions. Those of them who
reside in the Burmese provinces are of course under the Burman

vernment ; but they have also chiefs of their own, who are called
gmkﬁa, and whose office is hereditary. These chiefs are look-
ed up to as arbiters in all m;ters of dispute between man and
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518 Account of the Karenas. [Nor.

man ; but rarely, if at all, inflict corporal punishment: suchs
thing as a jail or prison is not known among them. The Burms
rulers scarcely interfere with their affairs, except so far as regars
taxes. ‘

Those Karens who inhabit the tract of country borderingam
the kingdom of Siam have always remained a distinct governmest;
(if government it may be called,) havinlg] never been subdned
either by the Burmans or Siamese, though frequent attemptst
gain this end have been made by both those governments. Thee
are called wild Kareus. No one as yet has been among them t
preach the Gospel, but numbers who have obtained religious tran
among their Karen neighbours in the ncighbourhood of Tavey
have carried them home as a kind of sacred charm, cut them i

ieces, and distributed them among their relatives and friends, a
ing desirous of getting a word or line of the book of God,
although quite unacquainted with letters.

In respect to domestic economy the Karens are more crv
lized than most nations of the East. This is the case, particv-
larly in regard to their females, who hold the same rank in socie-
ty which females do in civilized countries. They are exceedingly
hospitable, not only to persons of their own race, but to s
They build their houses a considerable distance from the ground,
in order to secure them from wild beasts ; and in each house, be-
sides the inner apartmcents for sleeping, cooking, &c. they have
8 large open room in which they spin, weave, &c and accommodate
“visitors. T'hey cultivate fields and gardens, which not only fur-
nish nearly all the food they require for themselves, but an overplus
for market ; this they sell to the Burmans in exchange for farm-
ing utensils, earthen-ware, &c.

In their morals they are far superior to the Burmans, except-
ing (as is the case, alas! in many civilized nations) a great
proneness to intemperance in spirituous liquors. They have a strict
regard to truth and integrity in their dealings, and disallow poly-

amy.
8 T){le Karens, proierly speaking, have no religion of their
own ; but many of them, from their intercourse with Burmans,
Talings, and Siamese, have embraced the religion of Boodh. They
have however a tradition that in ancient times God gave them his
word written on_leather (or parchment), but the family to whom
it was committed laid it carelessly on a shelf when they went out,
when a fowl scratched it down, then a dog carried it out of doors,
where a swine got hold of it, and quite destroyed it: in consequence
of this they use the bones or other parts of these animals as oracles
to this day ; but their tradition states farther, that in after times
their sacred books should be restored to them by the white fo-
reigners. In cases of illness or misfortune they propitiate evil
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Writs, in which case some of the animals above-mentioned, par-
pularly the fowl, becomes the victim.
‘It is & remarkable fact, with regard to the tradition before
ferred to, that though surrounded by different nations (the Bur-
, the Siamese, the Chinese, and others), who deny the ex-
:ce of a first cause, the Karens have preserved a very correct
gowledge of the creation and fall of man. This is contained in &
amber of couplets familiar to the oldest and most re ble of
ie people, of which we have been favoured by Mr. Wade with
e

ollowing translation :—

¢ In ancient times God created the world ;
All things were minutely ordered by him.
He who in ancient time made the world
Has power to enlarge and power to diminish,
God who made the world in the days of old
Has power to change, as may suit his own will,
The borders thereof, be it more or less.
God, who in ancient time founded the world,
Ordered what should be for food and for drink.
By Him was established the Tree of Trial.
Hvegavealawtoguideusinallthings;
But Satan seduced our progenitors ;
He caused them to eat the Fruit of Trial:
They believed not in God, nor obeyed his voice,
But turned and ate the Fruit of Trial.
Then became they the subjects of disease,
They became victims to old age and death.
The Lord commanded, but they gave no heed.
He definitely commanded all things,
But they regarded not the divine word.
God is omnipotent, and he is truth ;
Him have we disobeyed and disbelieved :
Had we obeyed, had we believed in God,
Pain and disease had then been far from us.
‘Whoso returns to obedience and faith,
Prosperity shall attend all his steps :
He who obeys shall not be destroyed ;
Distress and want shall be far from him.
Let him who hears God’s word do him homage ;
Let him minutely believe and obey.
He that rises to serve and worship God,
He is the same as though he were immortal
Let us rise, let us serve and worship God ;
Then shall prosperity crown all our stepe.
The Lord our God has returned unto us,
Joyful to us is the voice of his word.
Manifold are His works ; they are perfect :
He who believes, he who obeys His voice,
Shall escape the retribution of sin.
Whoso imbibes the true spirit of love
He shall never meet with adversity.
Great are the works, great are the bleasings of God.
With great facility he wrote 8 léook.2

T
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‘Which he gave to the white men, with a charge
That they should go and distribute the same :
His servants gave this book of God to men,
This sacred book which God wrote on paper
He sent to the people of every clime.”

Mr. Wade has made numerous inquiries, in order to asce
tain if the sbove verses were an original tradition, or had bea
introduced by some foreign Missionaries ; and has been led to the
conclusion that the former is the case. He has asked many vz
old men residing in different provinces, who were fully acquain
with the verses, as to their origin ; and has been by all assured ths
they and their fathers, as far as they knew, received them from
their ancestors by tradition from time immemorial.

The derivation of their langusge is unknown. There is indeed
among them a small tribe who have a spurious language, evidently
derived from the Taling; but though many of their words are
undoubtedly of Burman, Taling, or Siamese origin, yet in some
respects the genius of the true Karen language i1s quite divers
from any of these, particularly in its having no final consonants,
every syllable ending with a vowel sound. Through this pecul
arity, the language is exceedingly harmonious and I
adapted to poetry. When Mr. and Mrs. Wade, a short time
since, were on a visit to their head chief near Mergui, to converse
with him on Christianity, they were much interested by the
singing of several young women whom he had invited, am
others, to meet them on their arrival. Though the chief lmnﬂ'
could readily understand Burman, in which alone at that time Mr.
and Mrs. Wade could converse, yet the young women referred to
were quite ignorant of this lan . When however they were
requested by Mr. and Mrs. &IE to give them a specimen of
ﬁoetry in the Karen language, the latter were agreeably surprised

y their almost immediately chaunting a hymn, evidenSy compos-
ed on the spur of the moment, of which the following appropnate
sentiments, as translated by the chief, formed the first verse and
chorus.

“ The Lord his messengers doth send,
And he himself will quickly come ;

The priests of Boodh, whose reign is short,
Must leave the place to make them room.”

The first endeavour for the salvation of the Karens as a Ppeople
was made by the late Rev. Mr. Boardman, who in April, 18&,
proceeded from Moulmein to Tavoy, taking with him a yo
man, a Karen, whose mind had been impressed with the truth
the Christian religion, but was not yet baptized. On the first of
May, soon after his arrival, a number of Karens, residing in a vil-
lage three days’ journey from Tavoy, called upon him, and mani-
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fested a deep interest in the subject of religion. It appeared
shat’ more than 11 years ago, a '}V[oosulman, in the habit of a
religious - ascetic, visited one of the Karen villages several times,
and preached to the people that they must abstain from certsin
mests, such as pork, fowls, &c. must practise certain ceremonies,
snd warship a book which he left with them. He also told them
Ahere was one living and true God. About half of the villagers,
who were perhaps 511 in all, believed the teacher, and espoused
Ais religion. When he had gone, one of the villagers more devoted
than the rest, and possessing a more retentive memory, became
feacher to his brethren ; and although he cannot read a word in the
ook which they so much venerate, and knows not even in what
Ianguage it is written, he is their living oracle and defender of
therr faith. On account of their devotedness to this new religion,
it appeared that the poor villagers have suffered much persecu-
tion from their Burman neighbours and oppressors, and their lives
Jhave been put in jeopardy ; so that the teacher has ventured out
only once into the city since he has embraced it. The persons who
welated the story said, that as the English were now masters of
the country, the Burmans would not offer them any violence, and
sccordingly they promised to request him to bring his book out for-
Mr. B. w0 examine.

_ The deputation invited Mr. Boardman to visit them, which he
promised to do after the rains. He gave them 8 Burman tract,
which some of the people at the village it sEpea.red could read,
and invited the old teacher to visit him, with the sacred but un-~
known book which for 12 years had been the object of their wor-

ship.

Bn the 15th of the same month the messengers from the
old teacher arrived. They were all his relatives, and the best
instructed among his people. One of them read Burmese wel, but
the rest spoke it so imperfectly, as to need the aid of an inter-
preter when conversing on religious subjects. After exhibiting
their present (14 ducke’ eggs) they delivered to Mr. B. the follow-

message :  The Karen teacher has sent us to say that he is
very ill, and cannot visit the English teacher at present : after the
close of the rains he will come and bring his book to be examined.
He desires that his relative (one of the messengers) may be allowed
to remain with the English teacher two or three years to learn the
western languages, that he may become a skilful expounder of the
divine law. ng“l’;as received the tract which the English teacher
sent, and on hearing it read, he believed it heartily, and wept over
it. With his son, who understands Burman, he goes from house
to house, and causes it to be read to the people. Several others also
believe. It would afford great joy if the English teacher, or one
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of the Christians with him, could come out and explain the Chris-
tian Scriptures ; many would believe.” .

The deputation stayed with Mr. Boardman three days, during
which he gave them instruction in the principles of Christ-
anity, and then renewed his former promise to visit them after the
rains. On their departure they travelled from village to village,
exhibiting and readmg to their countrymen the tract which they
had received, and thus influenced the minds of many in favour of
the Gospel.

The old teacher himself, with several of his followers, soon af-
terwards paid Mr. B. a visit, bringini with him the venerated
hook ; and we feel persuaded that we shall gratify our readers by
extracting the following graphic account of the interview.

“ According to the Missionary’s advice, a company of Karens, after
three days’ journey, visited the Mission house. The two most inter-
esting persons among them were a chief, of much native talent, and a
soldier, who had received the venerated book from a Moosulman J‘ﬁ:
The chief panted for knowledge, and while the briﬁht fire of his rude inte
flashed through the darkness which enveloped his untutored soul, he ex-
claimed, ¢ Give us books! give us books in our own language! Then all
the Karens will learn to read. We want to know the true God. We have
been lying in total darkness. The Karens' mind is like his native jungle.’
The old sorcerer stood up before the Missiomnz', while at his feet was &
pitched basket of reeds, containing the sacred. eg:mit, wrapped in
successive folds of muslin. ¢ Shew me the book,’ said the Missionary ; ¢ I
tell you whether it be good or bad’ All was silence as death, while the
venerable old man uncovered the precious volume, and presented it with
the most profound solemnity.—Lo, it was an old English prayer book !
¢ It is a good book,’ said the Missionary ; ¢ it teaches that there is a God in
heaven, whom alone we should worship. You have been ignorantly worshi

ing the book : I will teach you to worship the God whom the boo! revull:.-'
lI)’l'«e eye of every Karen beamed with j(:ly. They tarried two days, listen-
ing to religious instruction with the deepest interest. On leaving, the
conjuror resumed his Jogee dress and fantastic airs. He was informed, that
ifhe would be a disciple of Christ, he must lay aside all his former habita
and airs. ¢ If,” enid he, ‘ this dress is not pleasing to God, I am ready to send
it afloat in yonder river.” He instantly divested himeelf, put on his com-
mon dress, and resigned his cudgel, which had been for years the badge of
his authority. At their departure, they exclsimed, ¢ We will no longer
worship any but the true God, and Jesus Christ his son !’

For 12 months, while the health of Mr, and Mrs. Boardman
allowed them to remain at Tavoy, they were almost constantly
visited by parties of this intercsting race, who drank in the relig-
ous instruction their teachers communicated with uncommon eager-
ness. The latter also visited them in their own villages, In the end,
a number were turned to God, and a wide spread spirit of inquiry
wasg excited among their countrymen.

In this state of things, the health of Mr. and Mrs. Boardman
failed, and while the Karens were finding their way to them from
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‘gumerous villages, to ask what they should do to be saved, both
‘were obliged to retire. The parting scene was truly affecting.
;_'The anxious inquirers were loath to part with those to whom they
"looked for direction in the path to heaven, and in return, the
teachers were as loath to leave. Duty, however, was imperative,
" and all acquiesced.
Durin% the absence of their teachers the Karens were not in-
active. ¢ Their conduct,’ says Mrs. Boardman, ¢ reminds us forcibly
of what we read respecting the Apostles and primitive Christians,
‘The chiefs, Moung So, and Moung Kysh, have taken such parts
of the Scriptures as we could give them, and gone from house to
house, and village to village, expounding the word, exhorting the
people, and uniting with their exertions, frequent and fervent
Pprayers.’
. It was not till nesr the end of the year 1830, seven months after
their departure, that Mr. and Mrs. B. accompanied by a Native
FPreacher, were able to resume their labours at Tavoy; and then
Mr. B. was in a state of very great exhaustion through disease. No
sooner had they arrived, however, than his faithful Karens visited
him from the country, bringing with them many others who gave
satisfactory evidence of piety, and were anxious for baptism. Se.
weral days in succession were spent in a diligent examination of
their feelings and conduct, and in the course of six weeks twenty-
2hree were on the best evidence admitted to the sacred rite. While
Mr. B. wasrejoicing in these trophies of divine grace, information
was brought him that in remote villages which he had previously
visited, a still larger number had evidently embraced Christ Jesus as
their Saviour,and wereanxiousto be baptizedin his name ; they were
however unable to come to Tavoy, and eamestlﬂ entreated Mr. B.
without delay to visit them. Though so enfeebled by sickness as
to be unable to ride or walk, the devoted Missionary could not
hesitate to comply with their request; and some necesary ar-
rangements having been made, he prepared to commence his jour-
ney. Just at this juncture Mr. Mason arrived from America to aid
in the laboursof thestation ; andthoughon seeing the emaciated form
of his zealous colleague he hesitated respecting his undertaking the
Jjourney, he perceived from the ardent desire he manifested on the
subject that offering objections was useless. He therefore deter-
mined to accompany him, and on the 31st of January, 1831, he
and Mrs. B. commenced their journey, Mr. B. being borne on a cot.
After three days they reached the %l‘ace of their destination, and we
must record in the language of Mr. Mason the interesting and
affecting scene which be was called to witness.

“ During our stay, Mr. B. so evidently lost strength, that Mrs. B. on one
occasion advised him to return ; to which he replied with more than common
animation, “ The cause of God is of more importance than my health, and
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if I return now, our whole object will be defeated—I want to see the work
of the Lord go on!” Wednesday morning, it was apparent, that death vm
near. He consented, provided the examination and baptiam of the candi.
dates could that day be completed, to return. Accordingly a little befers
sunset, he was carried out in his bed to the water side, where, lifting kis
languid head to gaze on the gratifying scene, I had the pleasure to baptim
in his presence thirtyfour individuals, who gave satisfactory evidence toal
that they had passed from death unto life. After this he seemed to fel
that his work was done, and mid, “Lord ! now lettest thou thy servast
depart i:lreme, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation !” The day but em
after, while on the boat that was to bear him to Tavoy, he took his upwan

fight.”

Thus ended the labours of the first Christian temcher of the
Karens—and great was the loss which by this event they sustained.
Mr. and Mrs. Mason, however, with ﬁrs. Boardman, have ever
since continued at the station, and have carried on with dili-

nce and success the work among them so auspiciously begun.

he Gospel has been extensively preached, tracts and Scri

distributed, and boarding and other schools efficiently conducted
Many more have been admitted to baptism since the death of Mr.
Boardman, so that the church must now consist of upwards of 100
members ; yet will our readers have with pleasure observed it stated,
in the letter from Tavoy inserted in ourqa.‘st No., (pp. 511, 512)
that ¢ not one member has yet caused their pastor grief by turning
aside, or walking unworthy of their profession.”

The Missionaries at M oulmeinand Mergui, havealsoexerted them-
selves for thegood of the Karens. The Rev. Messrs. Judson, Wade,
Kincaid and others, have gone to different villages inhabited by them,
eome of them not less than 200 miles distant, and many in retura
have visited their teachers at Moulmein. Deep convictions of sin
and lively faithin Christ have been manifested in the hearts of many,
who have in consequence with joy been admitted into the church;
and to the present time, we believe, the conduct of all, with two
exceptions, has been highly exemplary.

Thus in tive years, through the blessing of God on the pious
labours of hisservants employedindifferent partsof Burmah, have
wards of two hundred of this hitherto unknown people been bmu&
to the knowledge of Christ, and been baptized in his name, w
many more are anxiously inquiring for salvation through his blood
May God grant that these may prove but the first-fruita—the as-
sured pledge of a far more abundant harvest.

s ll)etmed be the Lord God, the God of Isrsel, who only doeth
wonderous things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever, and
let the whole earth be filled with his glory ; Amen and Amen.”

BETA.
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IL.—Strictures on a former Criticism on Gen. iii. 8.
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

Ben,

From the unassuming manner in which your correspondent 8

ts forth his criticisms®, I take the liberty to suggest that the
Etex part of his critique on Gen. iii. 8. is not tenable. He ap-
pears to have been misled by inadvertently tsking it for granted
that T in Ex. xix. 19. sigaifies © aoumie(f,'" but which I
think 3 will scarcely attempt to prove. It will not be controvert-
ed that ¢ placed before another verb or participle preceded by
% '!17."! imports the continuance or increase of the action express-
ed by such verb or participle.”—Thus,

(@ Sam. iii. 1) PMYXI MM Lit. < And David went on
and strengthened,” i. e. increased in strength. There can be no

guestion of the proper rendering here, and the words are the same
i Ex. xix. 19.—Hence,

(Ex. xix. 19.) PIMIAT9YI%p  Lit.  The sound of the
horn went on and gtrengthened,” i. e. increased in strength.

T2 M2 NI DT N

(Prov. iv. 18.) OFR 'ﬁDJ:'TJ_} '\ﬁﬂj sghteous as the sh.ining
Light goes on and shines, (i. e. increases tong‘ine) unto mid-day.
1t will not be deemed necessary to write out the parallel passages.
Est. ix. 4; Jonah i. 11; 2 Chron. xvii. 12,

It does not appear quite certain that our translators ought to
have given the reflective signification of Hithpael to W?Unpin
Gen. iii. 8. That Hithpael frequently does not differ in signifi-
cation from Kal must be admitted ; and that the precise shade of

ing attached to any given verb in this conjugation can be
determined only by reference to the actual usage will not be
denied by any one conversant in the Hebrew language.

The Hithpael of the verb in question does not, in the following

passages, appear to require any difference of rendering from the
same verb in Kal.

(Job xxii. 14.) '-ri)r_w D_‘::m! »m ¢ He walks upon the canopy
of heaven.”

(2 Sam. x. 2) BTN “ And he
walked upon the roof of the king’s house.”

(Ex. xxi 19.) Y2 7500m DY DN “ If he arise and walk
without.”

(Ez. xxviii. 14.) AP0 WN™1IR T3 ¢ Thou hast walked
in the midst of precious stones.” )

* 8eo Calcutta Christian Observer, vol. 1. 1832 p. 800..
v

Lit. <« The way of the
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In the passages below, Hithpael differs from Kal in mgmim
not only to walk, but to walk to and fro; and under this

possibly some of the examples above may be ranked.

(Job i. 7.) M2 TIYINTN YINILWED N And be said,
from roving on the earth, and from walking to and fro in it.”
Do ) MNTYME THINT? M5 I W Dok
YN TS5 YWY (Zec. vi-7.) “ And the strong wew
forth, and sought to éo that they might walk to and fro on the
earth: and he said, Go walk to and fro on the earth. And
walked to and fro on the earth.” (See also Zec. i. 10, 11.)

When this verb is used figuratively, there is no difference in
signification between Hithpael and Kal. Thus, in the first exam-
ple below, the verb is in Kal; in the second, in Hithpael.

(Ps. xv. 2.) DDR 7% « He who walks uprightly.™

(Ps. xxvi.8.) TADNI *NI%INN ¢ And I have walked in thy
truth.” -

There are passages parallel with the last in Gen. v. 22, M.
vi.9; xvil. 1; xxiv. 40; xlviii. 15; Ps. xxxv. 14 ; ci. 2 ; Prov.
xx. 7; xxiii. 31, and in all of which the word is used in the same
signification.

But 8 says, *“ How can it be said that thunder walks, and that
in a gardentoo?” A difficulty truly. 5% however is not the word
with which the participle '[‘_).jnp can naturally be made to agree,
when a nearer subject is found in D’ﬂ'?ti a‘ﬁ'ﬂ‘: and thus we are

unavoidably brought back to the construction and rendering of the
English version : with which the best Hebrew scholars of the pre-
sent age, as Gesenius, Stuart, and Rosenmuller nearly or wholly
coincide. The latter renders the paseage thus, ¢ Tum audive-
runt vocem Jovee Dei gradientis per hortum ad suram diei.” In
English it might be paraphrased as follows, * And they heard the
noise that precedes the approach of Jehovah God, who was walk-
ing in the garden on the evening of the day [in which they had
committed the transgression.”] That  a visible manifestation of
the Divine Being on this occasion™ was expected, is: rendered al-
most certain by the language of the tenth verse, “ And he said,
I heard thy voice in the garden, and was afraid, because I wa
naked, and I hid myself.”  If no visible manifestation was expect-
ed, why should he be afraid [of being seen] because he was
naked ?

May 7, 1833. r

P. S. Should my remarks be thought late, let me observe thst
the number containing the article commented on reached me only

Jour days ago.
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YI1.—On the Connection between Prayer and the Success of
the Gospel.

In all the works of God, the connexion between the use of means
.and the attainment of an object, is nearly invariable: sometimes in-
deed events may seem to be almost entirely accidental, but when
more closely ohserved they will generally appear to be only the re-
sults of well known principles, or the effects of definite causes.

One thing in nature follows another with a regularity which ad-
mits of few mterruptions ; so that by observing one event of 8 se-
ries we can often calculate on subsequent events, long before their
actusl existence.

But what takes place in the system of external nature, appears
equally in that system of Providence, connected with man’s salva-
tion and the spiritual kingdom of God. Though the regular de-
pendence of one event or class of events on another may sometimes
Dot appear as striking as that observable in the material universe ;
yet dfe connexion of cause and effect is no less generally invariable,
and the results no less generally certain.

Thus the connexion of the preaching of the gospel with the sal-
vation of men, is constantly referred to in Scripture as one of an
.essential nature. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God ; while the soul’s ultimate salvation is entirely depend-
ant on the belief of that truth, which the Yreachin of the gos-
pel brings to the mind. Without the gospel being heard it can
not be believed, and without its being believed, there can be no
salvation. For though to us, there may appear to be no necessary
connexion between the exercise of faith and the reception of the

n of sin ; yet we are assured that the providence of God has
indissolubly united the one to the other. e are assured, that, in
the moral world, justification follows true faith, as regularly as the
principles of gravitation operate in the natural :—but why one of
these events so invariably follows the other, can be resolved only
into the will of him, who reigns supreme over both the kingdoms of
nature and of grace.

Our present object, however, is not to dwell on the connexion
subsisting, gencrally, between the different parts of the system of
revealed truth or the dispensation of divine Providence; but to
make some remarks on the connexion that exists between the fer-
vent believing prayers of the people of God, and the success of the
gospel in the world. Few subjects of so much 'f‘mctical import-
ance have been more frequently overlooked. . The existence of
such a connexion has not been denied,—nay it has been often
insisted on,—but still there has been a sad practical neglect of the
duties involved in the principlegsdm;tted.

u
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If we are commanded to preach the gospel to every creatur,
the proclamation of the gospel becomes a duty which cannot be
dispensed with ; but if the success of what we preach is dependest
on our prayers, the exercise of earnest believing supplication be-
comes 8 duty no less indispensible. We shall therefore make
some remarks on the fact, that a close and intimate connexia
subsists between the prayers of Christians and the success of the
gospel in the world, and then notice the important duty which the
existence of such a connexion involves.

Many of the blessings givenby God to his people are bessowed,
generally, in answer to prayer. All the benefits promised to ma
are represented in Scripture, as objects for which prayer may be
made. In short, all things which it would be consistent with the
divine character to bestow, and for the real good of believers to re-
ceive, are held out as objects for which they may approach ¢ with
boldness unto the throne of gnceGOd A .

The general u:roses of God, respecting his epiritual kingdom,
are 80 cﬁeuly relv)r ed, that even had we not been commanded ®

ray for its progress, our duty would have been easily discovered
?l‘o present our prayers for the salvation of men, would have been
80 obviously in accordance with the known will of God, that no
doubts could have existed of its being our duty, even had we not
been told that “for this very thing he will be inquired of.™ We
are not left to discover from the genersl scope of revelation, what
is our duty in reference to this object, but are distinctly command-
ed topray that the word of God may have ¢ free course and be glo-
rified

Though it is the unconditional purpose of God to spread abrosd
his word, and by it to eave all who believe ; it is part of this pur-
pose that this great object be accomplished by the u.iency of hin peo-
ple ; and hence they are taught to regard it as an object of constant
and personal solicitude. hile the glory is given to Jehovah,
they are individually interested, since their own true happiness can
never be separated from the honor of God and the universal good of
man. The true believer always identifies his own salvation with
that of others. There can be no disposition in the pious mmd, t
monopolise the blessings of the kingdom of heaven. The man
who g:es not wish all his fellow-creatures to become partakers of
the blessings of eternal life, cannot be a true Christian. Suchs

reon would be a monster in the spiritual world. His nature would
E entirely opposed to all the principles of the gospel, and in direct
hostility to the character of Him ¢ who will have all men to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

Of its being the duty of Christians to promote the salvation of
all men, there can be no doubt, and in fact this duty is so closely con-
nected with their own personal happiness and their progress in ho-
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liness, as to become one of their highest privileges. When the pro-
motion of the spread of the gospel is not regarded as a privilege,
it will never be diligently attended to as a duty. It is so
with prayers for the success of religion in the world.

It s & privilege from which Christians derive, not only their
highest and purest enjoyments, but the greatest degrees of im-

vement in personal holiness. This is one view of the connex-
son of pr:ger and the success of the gospel, which should never be
overlooked—the tendency of such prayer to promote religion in
our own minds. In proportion as we pray ll:vr the salvation of
others, our ownisadvanced. Nét only he who proclaims the word
of God, but he who prays for its progress, experiences the truth
of the declaration, *“ He that watereth others, is watered himself.”
Who are the men whose souls rise highest above the attractions of
earth, and whose natures become most assimilated to that of God ?
Are they not the men whose constant, ardent, and believing sup-
plications, daily ascend to the throne of mercy, on behalf of a lost
and ruined world ?

It is usual to say, that the success of all our efforts for the spiri-
tual of men is from God, and therefore not dependent on us ;
our uzobeing simply to make known the truth. That all suc-
cess {8 from God is certain, but that the communication of that suc-
cese is independent of us, ie an assertion inconsistent with Scripture,
and contrary to the deductions we are warranted to draw from ex-

ience. In fact, the success of the apostles themselves is repre-
sented in Scripture as being quite as much dependent on their own,
and “ the prayers of the saints,” as on_their preaching. The fer-
vent believing prayer of the righteous is just as much a link in the
chain of means, as the proclamation of the gospel itself. The gos-
pel is indeed in itself a sharp two-edged sword, but it must be weild-
ed by the Spirit of God. It must be preached before it can
reach the external ear, but it must be applied by the Holy Spirit
before it can reach the heart. Believing the truth is therefore de-
pendent directly on the preaching of the word and the communica-
tion of divine influence; but there is no evidence of the Spirit of
God ever being bestowed for the couversion of sinners, but in answer
to the prayers of the saints or the intercession of the Blessed Sa-
viour.

The Lord Jesus invariably taught his disciples to pray for that

irit which God was ready to bestow on all who ask him ; and
:Eeir subsequent practice showed that they slways considered the
descent of divine influence, as connected with, and even in a great
measure dependent on, their prayers. All the recorded instances
of the remarkable success of apostolic preaching, took place at sea-
sons consecrated to special devotion. It was then that the mighty
power of God overshadowed the infant church, and that omnipo-
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tent energy descended, which demonstrated the truth of the
and laid prostrate all the principles of opposition at the feet of Je-
sus. The kingdom of darkness was shaken, the word of Ged

ew mighty and prevailed, and thousands were rescued from the

ominion of Satan, and brought into the glorious liberty of the som
of God. In all subsequent ages the same principle has been
operation. All revivals, all reformations in religion, either local
or general, have originated in, and have been carried on amidst, the
prayers of the saints.

hat is indicated by such facts, but that there is, established

by God, a real and regular connexion between the prayers of the
c{urch, and the success of the gospel in renovating & sinful world
Such a connexion is, in itself, not more mysterious than that
which exists between many events in the order of nature : of cause
and effect we know little, but that under certain circumstances one
event invariably follows another. This order has been fixed by
the appointment of God, and we always calculate on its permanes-
cy. In like manner we calculate’ results inthe moral world: as
it has been, so it will 7emain : between our prayers. and the sucoes
of our labours in the gospel, such a connexion has been establish-
ed, that if we unizedfyo, devoutly, and with holy faith aad
confidence, beseech the Father of Spirits, the fruit of our efforts
will certainly appear in their season. That fruit, indeed, may not
appear in the place, time, or way, that we expect ; but we cannat
doubt of the ultimate result, without first having some misgivi
about the truth and excellence of the gospel itself, or the fai
fulness, and reality of the divine promises.

In consequence of this connexion of our prayers with the success
of true religion, we are called to a most important duty, that of
praying without ceasing, for the out-pouring of the Spirt of God,
without which, all external means are ineffectusl. We are to re-
gard our supplications as forming part of the general intercession
appointed to be made by believers for the world, dead in trespasses
and sins. The extent of the efficacy of such prayers, we cannot
discover in this world: it is sufficient for us to know that it is the
will of God that they should be presented, and that it is also his will
to answer them.

In the delightful work of thus putting up our requests for the
salvation of our fellow-men, we cannot fail of enjoying that sweet
and holy expansion of soul, from which more r::f happiness arises
than from aH the objects of worldly pursuit. The showers of di-
vine grace never fall without spreading general fertility. What we
ask and obtain for others, we shall never fail of obtaining for our-
selves.

How important then and delightful must be the duty which
cannot be performed without personal happiness and profit, while
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it brings down on others what God has promised to bestow. To
neglect such a duty, is to deprive ourselves of enjoyments no
where else to be found. Such neglect must contract and enfeeble
the mind of the Christian, while the diligent performance of such a
duty, must give him an enlargement of soul, and an energy of bene-
;;:;nce, delightful to himseﬁ? and fraught with blessings to man-

How important also the duty of prayer for the success of the
gospel, when we remember that the communication of all neces-
sary regenerating grace is made in answer to it. It is indeed
inconsistent to pray for the salvation of men without putting forth
our helping bang to save them, but it is fully as inconsistent to
labour without prayer. All the parts of our duty should have their

pr?er share of our attention.

et us therefore give ourselves to the work of the Lord. Whe-
ther called to preach the word, or otherwise to support and pro-
mote it; lct every one be earnest in supplication for its prosperity.
Here is a part of the work of the gospel from which no onc can
claim exemption, and which the meanest believer is capable of per-
forming. g‘he most delightful promises are held out to encour-
age us, while the experience of the saints in all ages gives us the
fullest assurance of certain success. To our own souls it will bring
a rich reward, while the blessings it will obtain for others, will vast-
ly increase our own and the general blessedness through etemitg.

IV.—A few thoughts relative to the Prevention of War.

To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Siz,

As you are one of the public advocates of the cause of Chris-
tianity in India, I venture to address c{'ou on a subject which has
lately often engaged my thoughts, and which has now been reviv-
ed { the perusal of a pamphlet published by order of the
Anmerican Peace Society, entitled ¢ A Dissertation on a Congress
of Nations,” by Philanthropos. '

I bave lately been much troubled in mind at the fact that war
is more rife amongst Christian nations than heathen. In our
Church at home (when we gained a battle over the French) we
used to sing the old version of the xxxvth Psalm, tune forgotten;
but it was an inspiring one, and I well remember the martial
spirit in which I used to sing, ¢ Stand u}) with me, and stop the
way, &c. &c.” The following remarks of Philanthropos have in
substance been my own: ¢ If the Christian religion allows of
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war, how will the eztension of it, or the inculcation of its precepts
prevent war? Do not Christian nations engage in war? Do not
professed followers of the Lamb thrust their bayonets into each
other’s hearts 7™

I have the honor of being acquainted with some pious officers
and soldiers, who yet, if a war took place, would consider them-
selves in duty bound to exert their energies in the field to the ut-
most of their skill and power.

My heart bleeds at this thought.

To prevent such an occurrence has been often a subject of deep
consideration, and my limited view can discover no other way but
this, of forming at first small Christian societies in every place,
whoee object :ﬁould be—1st, to provide for the temporary main-
tenance of Christian officers and soldiers who are willing to join
these societies ; 2ndly, to provide a fund for all cases of distress in
each society ; 3rdly, to encourage industry, frugality, modesty,
and eimplicity of attire, simplicity in household furniture, or
what is equivalent, to do away with and discountenance individual
idleness and luxury, useless and ostentatious e 8 in dres,
entertainments, furnishing houses, education of children; 4thly, to
form a social agreement among the members for mutual help and
asgistance in procuring the necessaries and conveniences of life.
To which end, each member should set himself to follow some
calling, which may tend directly to the help and benefit of the
society. Might not little colonies of industrious Christians, band-
ed together for the ﬁromotion of peace on the earth, and taking
for their motto, * Having food and raiment, let ue be there-
with content :—might not, I say, such a snowball as this in the
course of time assume a grand and imposing appearance on the
earth 7 Should you deem this hasty letter worthy of publication,
and should it thus meet the eye of Philanthropos, I would wish him
to consider, and I offer the above suggestions only as preparatory
steps to his own noble and more matured plan.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant and sincere well-wisher,

AMICUS.
Meerut, July 22, 1833.]
P. S. Probably a portion of the funds, now subscribed for
disseminating various Christian publications, might be applied to
this equally important object ?
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V.—A plan proposed for facilitating references to any subject
of reading or study.
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
M=z. Eprron,

As you desire that your rerlod.wnl may be useful as well as interesting,
Y doubt not you will be willing at least to peruse niy humble contribution ;
and should you consider it at all adapted for usefulness, perhaps it may
find a corner in your excellent publication.

I beg to call the attention of your readers to a little plan, which may pos-
albly be familiar to some of them, but which I myself have seldom seen put in

ractice ; though I have experienced the utility of it for the last eight years.
{ will only just remark, that it was esuggested to me by one of the most
eminent of the translators of the Bible in the present day.

The object of the plan is, {0 trensure up, and Lo be able with ease to refer to,
amy subject of reading or study, even after it has escaped the memory :
and we know how very few are able to retain correctly one-tenth portion of
what they read.

The plan itself is, to take a number of alips of paper, of any convenient
size ; and making one memorandum upon one paper, any number of me-
moranda may be so arranged, as to enable the person who collects them to
refer to them at pleasure: e. g.

In reading a certain nsative author, I of course met with many words whose

ing was as plain as the sun at noon-day : such as the common names of
things, pronouns, conjunctions, &c. and as these were to be met with in
every line, there was no need of making any memoranda of them.—Again,
there were some things so obscure, that I could affirm nothing of them, an
00 1 made no memoranda (i. e. in this collection) of them—but there were
likewise words and expressions nota few, whose meaning I supposed my-
self to have rightly apprehended ; and yet they were not so common as to
be apprehended without diligent search: of these I made a collection :
putting one memorandum upon one paper : and afterwards arranging the
collection. I will give you an extract of what I actually collected.

4 * Physiognomist. ............ [Native expression.] {Author.] [Page.]

3 * Place, to........ .

7 ® Population..................

1 ® Precarious. ........oe cueue

6 + Predetermine... ......... -

2 + Prime of Life......... .....

& + Public-House.............. —_

Here the column of figures is su Eosed to represent the order in which
the words occurred in reading. e words marked * to my surprise, on
ecomparing them afterwards with my English-native Dictionary, sll gave
in the fourth column an additional native expression to what was there
found ; and the words marked + were not to be found at all : and in case
of doubt, from the fifth and sixth columns, the authority could be referred
to. The alphabetical arrangement was made from day today: continu-
ally slipping into their proper places, the memoranda for the day. When
they amounted to about 500, they were sown slightly together as a book ;
un? another similar collection commenced : this second collection now
amounts to about 400 more ; and shortly it is intended to unstitch the first
collection, and putting the latter in their proper places in the alphabetical
order, to make one : and then another collection will be commenced, and in
its turn combined with the former. And I imagine that 850 out of the pre.
sent 900 memorands contain additional information to what is in my Eng.
lish.native Dictionary : and yet I do not mean to inginuate the slightest
idea, that the Dictionary in quelgon is not what it ought to be ; but

X

L1l
1l
il
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would only shew that ever’y student may add his own contributions to thes
of his predecessors : and if 1 may epeak of myself, I bave not at all beem
conscious of toil ; as [ should have been, in sitting down to com 2 vo.
cabulary. I often think, if the motto be  nulla dies sine linea,” we shall
have more than 300 lines by the close of the year.

Thus much of an easy plan of vocabulary-making, which he who tram-
lates into native languages will find of immense practical uti.l.i?.

We will now proceed to apﬂly the plan to the illustration of Scripture.

Suppose when we meet with an illustration of any passage, we put the

¢ on one of the slips of paper : and arrange the memoranda in the
order of the books of Scripture, thus:

6. Gen. iii. 8, vide Calcutta Christian Observer, vol. i. page S01.

4. Ditto xlix. 1—28 do. Critica Biblica, vol. i. page 226.

2. Numb. xxii. 20, do. Calmet’s Frnq;ments, No. 204, and No. 539,

5. Job xlii. 11, do. Blaney on Jeremiah, page 306.

1. Zech. i. 20, do. Camp. on Gosp. Matth. xiii. 55.

3. 1 John ii. 2, do. Calm. Dic. in verb * Propitiation.” [ Additiona]

Where, as before, the column of numbers is supposed to represént the
order in which the illustrations are met with : and the next their Scri
order, for the sake of easy reference, and any new memoranda may be
slipped into their proper places.

gn this manner 1 have collected about 1400 references to illustrations,
or Scholia on Matthew’s Gospel alone : and in a minute or two I have
before me all that I have read, on any given i)mge

The plan in one way or other is applicable to every species of study, or
desultory reading. I have applied it to the illustration of Hebrew,
and Ngive& words. It is evident that it may likewise be spplied to subjects,
poems, &c. &e.

Nor let the reader suppoee that the plan requires much time : with a
number of elips of paper y cut to size, he has nothing more to do than
just to make a reference, and at his leisure toslip it into his place. To
prevent the papers becoming disordered, two thin boards of the same site
may be provided, and the whole tied round with a string. If & book be
taken out of doors to read, 8 mark may be made in the margin, and the
references collected at pleasure. The expense of paper need be an objec-
tion to few, as the commonest white paper answers every purpose.

But the reader ma{ be dis; to ask, why not make the references in
the margin of the Bible or Dictionary ; especially if they be interleayed?
I have tried this plan likewise, but have not found it equal to the one now

ro?osed_ Because if the references multiply ad énfinitum, the interleaved
5 ble is filled up on many more important passages, and the references are
liable to confusion ; whereas the present plan literally admits of referen.
ces ad infinitum : and the circumstance of confused references soon discou-

es the student in his plan®.

rag ought to have mentioned the degree of precision, with which the refer.
ences may be arranged. Now suppose I have read the views of 20 authors, on
any given passage of Scripture : and after a time, I call to mind that a cer-
tain author has made judicious remarks onthe passage, which I chall be
glad to refer to—or suppose the inquiry be, if a certain suthor has said
any thing on the passage in question, I refer to my index, and instants
neously have the required information: thus, sup it be required to
know if  Owen” hessaid any thing on the subject of the Saviour's” tempta.
tion, Matthew iv. 1, I seek in my index arranged according to the bookr,
chapters, and verses of Scripture for Matthew, iv. 1. Between Matthew

* Besides on, this plan it would be necessary to have a Bible, Native Dictionury,
Greek and ;:Iebnw lgliom,&s. &e. all interleaved. ’ Dic o
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Iv.1, and Matthew iv. 2, I find 20 slips of paper, and these are
dphnbetimlly either according to the suthor’s names, or according to the
names of their works. In this secondary arrangement, I seek for “ Owen,”
and directly find what I want without having to wade through 2 mass of
materials having little or no arrangement.

On the interleaving plan, the student must carry his interleaved books
with him : or else he must transeride (a labour always annoying to s stu-
dent) his materials on his return home ; whereas, the slips of paper have
only to be put into their respective places; and all that he need take with
him, is his author, and a few papers.

If it should be desirable to make extracts, one or more papers may be
placed immediately behind the first, for the continuation of such extracts as
are two long for one : and if hereafter any memorandum may be deemed
nt;aloll,l, lit. may be withdrawn without detriment to the rest, or disfiguring

o whole.

1 would not be thought to disparage the plan of interleaved books, be-
eause sgome may much prefer them : but my object is to suggest hints upon
another plan, which oPTEN appears to me more convenient. I say oflen,
because I myself am thankful for the interleaving mode, in some cases
where it is found practically to excel the one proposed.

This leads me to speak of another plan, which I have found of immense
utllity in translating into a native language; and revising the slready exist-
ing translations of the same.

1st. Every native author that I read is divided into chapters and ver-
#es ; or vols. pages, and verses ; as the case may be, being numbered with a
pen in red ink, calling each line s verse.

ond. Every work has a mark which alwaye designates that work : such as
§ = || = A. B. C. &c. and is written in the cover.

3rd. All students know that the exact meaning and use of & word may be
gathered more correctly from the context with which it is more immedi.
ately connected than from any dictionary of the language.

4th. If a certain word be met with, and sought for in a dictionary, and a
short note be inserted in the margin, thus § 17—529 ; i. e. see native suthor,
marked thus § xvii. chap. 529 verse, it is plain that the next time the
word is required, not only may the dictionary be consulted, but the place
where it occurred before, and the context may be referred to. And if there
be twenty references of this kind, the use and meaning of the word may be
pretty well ascertained upon the best native authority.

In order the more effectually to be enabled to copsult native authors for
the use and meaning of words, a writer was employed to transcribe all the
words in the Janguage into a blank ruled book, leaving for every word a
space for about 20 references, which space he filled up thus, in native cha-
racter, (putting the same into European character, thus)

] § L ] § § A A b B

Natlveward - oot T LTI T LIS T 57 | 81714 | Lis | L.ea
[ - =

1’& 315 ] a.lso 5 : : 819

A RE AT a
A A A ] B B » b
) &0 J 718 [ & | 1.6 | T8 | Llo1| 39 [185 |10

In this way, between 30,000 and 40,000 references have been collected by

& heathen writer, without any trouble on the part of his employer, and
et his employer turns them to Christian purposes, making use of them as a
iind of native dictionary. But to be more explicit.

In Matthew viii. 2, we have the 'ord‘nn:-pwa me:ninghto cleanse :
but In the pative language to which I allude, the idea is expressed
by a variety of words, such as “ wash.cleanse,” *“heal.cleanse,” * gweep-

2x2
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cleanse,” &c. Looking in the index for the native word cleanse, and turning
to the references, I found among othersthe very expresion I wanted, namely,
heal-cleanse ; I had no idea of these shades of meaning before I turned te
the word cleanse in the index of references: much less that I should find
an expression so apposite to the place (Matt. viii. 2,) as, * heal_cleanse.”

I have seldom consulted this index in vain : to me it is such an inval.
able treasure, that I make a point of referring to it in all cases of difficulty :
and when it does assist, the assistance is valuable, as it furnidhes classical
authority for every expression.

Aguin, to shew the use of this index in writing tracts—it was
to write in the native language, * In this world we frequently shed tearm,”
in contradistinction to the idea, ‘“ God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes” The expression “ frequent tears” would have been unidiomatical ;
turning to the index, and from thence to the references, the expressisa
was found, “ frequently flowing tears fill the face.” This was exactly what [
wanted to say, but should have thought long before I had hit upon so idioma-
tical an expression; hence it was selected for my purpoese.

We proceed to notice how this plan may be otherwise applied:

I am reading a native author, for obtaining an acquaintance with the

age, and while reading the author, called [§] at vol. 1, chap. i. page 12,
Ei. 1-12] occurs this expression : “ The winds blew, and the fioods over-

wed,” the idea suggests itself, that this may afford some help in revising
Matthew vii. 25—27. Without stopping st the time to consider this point, ia
an interleaved native Bible at Matthew vii.25—27, this note is made[§i.1-12]
and when the hour comes for this employment, the point may be examined ;
and if the expression prove to be more intelligible, simple, and idiomatical,
than the one employed in the existing translation, the latter is cromsed
through with a pen, and the former written by ite side as a correction : on
this plan there are in the gospel of Matthew alone some hundreds of cor-
rections of the present tranalation : and hereafter they may be re-examis.
ed as the authority for the expression is always given.

I will only mention one more application of the plan. Under the word
xabapifw § 2, in Schleusner’s Gr. Lex. N. 8. I find I have inserted the
native word corresponding to °“ heal-cleanse,” with this reference ++
1-11 : probably the same word may suit in the other Elwes given under
this paragraph®. And when I come to translate Mark i. 40, and meeting
with the word xaflapicai, this word is sought for in Schleusner, and an apt
translation of it into the native language is given in the margin, without
further trouble : and the authority quoted, to afford opportunity of re.
examination if need be.

The only serious objection that any one has yet made to the plan, is
this, that it takes up time : but none need adopt the plasn any further than
they find it practically useful. I conceive the consumption of time is
amply repaid : especially if a native be employed as much as possible in the
native portion of the labour.

If references to European authors are intended for the public, they should
be made to suit any edition of the works quoted : and the edition used
should be specified.

In conclusion, it should be carefully distinguished when to use the.in-
terleaving plan; and when the other. If memoranda are likely to be ool
lected ad infinitum, the latter is the preferable plan : if the references be
limited, or intimately connected with the lexicons, the margins, or blank
leaves may suffice ; and be meore convenient.

You see, Mr. Editor, how rapidly I have put down my ideas ; if you caa
by any editorial amendments turn my ideas to account, they are much &
your service. SirsAdyes.

* ] am far from thinking that Schleusner's places in the same paragraph alwepe
bear the same meaning.
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VI1.—The Bishop of Calcutta’s Pastoral Address tothe Church
- of England Missionaries, respecting the Abolition of Caste
amongst Native Christians.

Ia the account of the Calcutta press lately drawn up by the
Editor of the Englishman, the editorial management of the Cal-
cutta Christian Observer has been slightly misrepresented. We
know that this could only have arisen from inadvertence or mis-
information, and have no doubt that the author will do what he
can to correct the unintentional mistake. In contradistinction to
another periodical conducted ezclusively by an ordained minister
of the Church of England, and designed exclusively to advocate
the peculiarities of that Church, it has been stated that ‘¢ the Ob-
server is conducted by Dissenters.” Now this assertion, from its
contrasted position in the sentence, is certainly calculated to mis-
lead. If it means that the Observer is conducted exclusively by
Dissenters, it involves a contradiction to the plain broad fact
that from the very commencement ui to the present hour,
ordained Ministers of the established Churches of England and
Scotland have been connscted with the editorial management, as
well as ministers of the Independent and Baptist denominations.
If it implies that the Observer is devoted chiefly to an exposition
and vindication of the principles of Dissent, the supposition is
equally wide of the truth. So much the reverse of thisis the
reality, that the Observer has studiously and constantly avoided
all discussion of questions respecting ¢ Church and State,”
¢¢ Church and Dissent,” and all peculiarities whatsoever in mat-
ters of Church Government and the administration of Christian
Ordinances. In a word, the Observer has been uniformly con-
ducted on the most Catholic principles, so far as concerns all minor
distinctions amongst Christians. It has always endeavoured at
least to do justice to good plans and good men, in whatever deno-
mination of Christians the former may have originated, or to
whatever class the latter may have belonged. And if at any time
it has been prevented from doing full justice to works of merit, it
is solely because these may have been too much tinctured with the
fecul.inrities of sect to admit of our expressing a decided opinion.

t is, in fact, when standing on this Catholic ground that we do
not hesitate to assert, that there is not a real Christian in India
that need be conscientiously precluded from rallying round us with
his co-operation and support.

In farther corroboration of these statements, if any such were
necessary, we refer to the present number of our work, in which
deserved eulogies are passed on members of different denominations
labouring in different vineyards. And it is with heart-felt satis-
faction, that we now crave the special attention of our resders to
the Bishop of Calcutta’s sdmirable Address to the Church of
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England Missionaries respecting the abolition of caste. It is res-
sonable in its demands, and judicious in its recommendations. Con-
sidered as the production of a Bishop addressed to those who ac-
knowledge his power of controul, it is faithful without severity,
suthoritative without harshness. It displays no ordinary dexterity
in the application of Scripture sentiment and lan , and o
ordinary tact in the management of human nature. 1t breathes
the tenderness of Christian affection, and glows with the warmth
of Christian love. The official superiority of the Bishop melts
away in the earnestness and kindliness of the Christian pastor. It
is altogether one of Dr. Wilson’s happiest efforts, and perhaps it is
so, because the subject is of a practical nature, and the treatment
of it wholly free from the least taint of party-feeling, and the re-
motest allusion to party distinctions. Often may we meet this re-
spected servant of God on such Catholic ground, and in anat
mosphere so congenial ; and long may he live to pen such admo-
nitions as those contained in the present address. ALPHA.

To the Reverend Brethren, the Missionaries, in the Diocese of Clleuttn, and
the flocks gathered by their labors or entruated to their care.
Palace, Calcutta, July B, 1882
Rev. AND DEAR BRETHREN,

Having heard that some usages of an unfavorable nature prevail in cer-
tain of the Native Churches, and more particularly in the Southern of
the Peninsula, I am led by the obligntions of my sacred office to deliver to
you this my paternal opinion and advice. My honoured and revered pre.
decessors in this See, now with God, labored to abate the inconveniences to
which [ allude. And I am much relieved in discharging m{ own share of
this duty by the memorials of their previous admonitions which I have had
the opportunity of consulting. Their abstinence from any official interfer-
ence ought to have commended their advice to your cheerful acquiescence,
and to have superseded the necessity of my now entering upon the subject
But as their forbearance and kindnees have fuiled to produce the desired
effect, you will not be surprised if I feel compelled, as the Pastor and Bishop
of souls, under Christ our Lord, in this Diocese, to prescribe to you what
seems to me essential to the preservation of the purity of the Christisn
faith amongst you.

The unfavorable usages to which I refer arise, as I understand, from the
distinction of castes. These castes are etill retained—customs in the L
worship of Almighty God, and even in the approach to the Altar of the
Lord, are derived from them—the refusal of acts of common humanity often
follow—processions at marriages and other relics of heathenism ‘are st
times preserved—marks on the countenance are sometimes borne—envy,
hatred, pride, alienation of heart are too much engendered—the discipline
and subjection of the flock to its shepherd are frequently violated—com-
binations to oppose the lawful and devout directions of the Missionaries are
formed. In short, under the name of Christianity, half the evils of pagan-
ism are retained.

These various instances of the effects of the one false principle, the reten-
tion of caste—might be multiplied. They differ, no doubt, in different
places. In some stations they are slight and few ; in others, numerons and
dangerous. Many, many native congregations, are, as I trust, free from
them altogether.” Many have nearly accomplished their removal. I speak
therefore generally, as the reports have reached me. I throw mo blame an
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individuals, whether ministers or Yeople. It is to the system that my present
reruarks apply: and it is in love I proceed to give my decirion.

The distinction of castes then, must be abandoned, decidedly, immediately,
finally ; and those who profess to belong to Christ must give this proof of
their bhaving really *“put off, concerning the former conversation, the old,
and having put on the new man” in Christ Jesus. The Gospel recognizes
no distinctions such as those of castes, imposed by a heathen usage, bearing
in some respects a supposed religious obligation, condemning those in the
Jower ranks to perpetual abasement, placing an immovable barrier against
all eral advance and improvement in society, cutting asunder the bonds
of i::nm fellowship on the one hand, and preventing those of Christian
love on the other. Such distinctions, I say, the Gospel does not i
On the contrary, it teaches us, that God “ hath made of one blood all the na_
tions of men:” it teaches us that whilst “the princes of the Gentiles exercise
dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them,”
it must not be so amongst the followers of Christ; but that, “whosoever
will be great amongst them, is to be their minister, and whosoever will be
ehief among them, is to be their servant ; even as the Son of Man
eame not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ran.
som for many.”

The decision of the Apostle is, accordingly, most express. * ‘There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” For if the strong separation
between the Holy Nation and the Gentiles, which was imposed by
God himself, and had subsisted from the first legation of Moses, was abolish_.
ed, and the wall of division dug down, and all the world placed on one common
Mn'iunder the Gospel ; how much more are Heathen subdivisions, arising
from the darkness of an unconverted and idolatrous state, and connected in
80 many ways with the memorials of polytheism, to be abolished ?

Yet more conclusive, if possible, is the holy Apostle’s language in another
Epistle,—* Seeing ye have put off the old man with his deeds : and have put
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
areated him: where” (in which transition, when this mighty change has
taken place) “there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumci-
sion, sarbm'ia.n, Scythian, bond nor free ; but Christ is all, and inall.” 8¢
overvhelming is the flood by which all petty distinctions of nation, caste,
privilege, rank, climate, position in civilization are effaced—and one grand
distinction substituted, that between those who are renewed after the image
of God, and those who remain in the. state of fallen nature.

Imagine only the blessed Apostle to visit your Churches—esuppose him
to follow you in your distinctions of caste—to go with you to the Table of
the Lord—to observe your domestic and social alienations—to see your fune.
ral and marriage ceremonies—to notice these and other remains o{ Heathen.
ism, hanging upon you and infecting even what you hold of Christianity—to
hear your contemptuous language towards those of inferior castes to your.
selves—to witness your insubordination to your pastors, and your divisions,
and disorders. Imagine the holy Apostle, or the blessed and Divine Saviour
himself to be personally present, and to mark all this commixture of Gentile
abominations with the doctrine of the Gospel—what would the eay ?
Would not the Apostle repeat his language to the Corinthians, * &'here.
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the
unclean thing ; and I will receive you and be a father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, eaith the Lord Almighty.” Aund would not
the adorable Redeemer say again, what he pronounced when on earth, “ He
that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me; and he
that taketh not his cross and followeth after me, is Dot worthy of me.”
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There are two objections, dearly beloved, which may be raised against
this statement. The one, that 8t. Paul “became all things to all men,
that by all means he might save some.” The other, that civil distinctions
are recognized in the New Testament, and prevail in all Christian nations.

To the first I answer, that the Apostle did, indeed, for a time tolerate the
Jewish prejudices in favour of the Mosaical law, which had been itself of
divine institution, and was not wholly abolished till the destruction of Jera.
ealem and the dissolution of the Jewish polity; but that this lends no sup-
port to a distinction héathenich in ita origin, and inconsistent with the equal
privileges to which all are, under the Gospel, admitted. A divine law intro.
ductory to Christianity, though at length superseded by it—and a cruelinsti.
tution which sprung at first from idolatry, and is opposed to the whole spirit
of Christisnity, are totally different things. Nor are we to forget, that even
during the brief period that the Jewish law was permitted to retain any force,
the Apostle denounced, in the strongest manner, and directed the whole
Epistle to the Galatians, against the fatal error of trusting to it before God.
All the mildness and gentleness of the Apostle, therefore, we desire to imi.
tate in the wise and gradual instruction of the new convert ; but an inveter.
ate ovil, spread through large bodies of professed Christians, and going on
to evaporate the whole force of the Gospel, we must carefully eradicate.

The other objection is answered in 8 word. The civil distinctions of rank
amongst Christians form no hinderance to the intercourse and offices of chari.
ty. There is no impassable barrier. The first nohle in the land will enter
tl‘;e abode, and administer to the wants, of the poorest cottager. Thereis
nothing to hinder any one from rising, by industry and good conduct, to the
loftiest elevations of society. The shades and tions of rank are shifting
perpetually. Birth condemns no class of men, from generation to geners-
tion, to inevitable contempt,debasement, and servitude. The grace of Christ,
charity, the Church, the public worship of God, the Holy Communioun, vari-
ous circumstances of life, and occasions of emergency, unite all, as in one
common fold, under one common Shepherd. ‘ The rich and the poor,” un.
der the Gospel, ““ meet together; the Lord is the maker of them all.” Dis.
tinctions in civil society the Gospel acknowledges and retains, only when
they are the natural result of differences of talents, industry, piety, station,
and success.

The decision, therefore, remains untouched by these objections; in the
necessity of making which I am confirmed by two circumstances ; the one,
that in Bengal no distinction of castes is known amongst the converts—it is
renounced in the very first instance : the other, that apostacies to Heathen-
ism have been of late but too frequent in the congregations where the dis-
tinction is permitted to remain.

In the practical execution, however, of the present award, dear brethren,
much wisdom and charity, united with firmness, will be requisite.

1. The Catechumens preparing for Baptism, must be informed hy you,
of the Bishop’s decision, and must be gently and tenderly advised to submit
to it. Of course, the Minister informs the Bishop or Archdeacon a week
previoucly to the intended Baptism of each Convert, agreeably to the direc-
tions given by my honored predecessor, in his Charge delivered at Madras,
in Nov. 1830: and this will afford opportunity for each particular case be-
ing well considered.

2. The Children of Native Christians will, in the next place, not be ad-
mitted to the Holy Communion without this renunciatioa of castes—their
previous education being directed duly to this, amongst other duties of the
Christian religion, no material difficulties will, as I trust, arise here.

8. With respect to the .Adult Christians already admitted to the Holy
Communion, 1 should recommend that their prejudices and habits be so far
consulted as not to insist on an open, direct, renunciation of caste. The
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execution of the award in the case of all new converts and communicants
will speedily wear out the practice.

4. In the meantime, it may suffice that overt acts which spring from the
distinction of castes, be at once and finally discontinued in the Church ;
whether places in the Church be concerned, or the manner of approach to
the Lord's Table, or processions in marriages, or marks on the forehead
made with paint or mixtures ; or differences of food or dress—whatever be
the overt acts, they must, in the Church, and so far as the influence of Mi.
nisters goes, be at once abandoned.

5. Subjection in all lawful things to the Ministers and Pastors set over
them, must further accompany this obedience to the Gospel. The resist
ance to due discipline, the tumults, the slanders, the spirit of insubordina-
tion, the discontent of which I hear such painful tidings, must be renounc-
ed; and the temper of evangelical piety and obedience, according to the
word of Christ, must be cultivated.

6. The only effectual means, dear Bretbren, Missionaries and Pastors of
the Native Congregations, of restoring the simplicity and purity of the

is to preach and live yourselves more fully according to the grace of
the New Testament. The union of scriptural doctrine with holy consisten-
? of conduct, is the secret of all revivals of the decayed piety of Churches.
ou will observe that when the Apostles depress and condemn inferior and
petty distinctions and grounds of separation, they do it by exalting the gi-
gantic blemings of salvation—by dedarini that they who {ave been baptiz.
ed into Jesus Christ, have ““ put on Christ;” by asserting, that if “ any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature;” by pronouncing, that “ Christ is
all and in all” to those, who * believe in his name.”

7. Let us do the same. The holiness of God's law, the evil of sin, the
fall of man, his responsibility, his helplessness, his state of condemnation
before God—thege are the topica which prepare for the Gospel of Christ.
Repentance is thus wrought, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, in the heart.
Then the glory of Christ begins to break out upon the weakened and con-
trite soul. The sun shines not with more clearness, when the whole heaven
is illustrated and gilded with his beams, than the Sun of Righteousness pours
his bright light upon the unveiled mind. This leads to pardon, justification,
acceptance, adoption, peace of conscience, hope of heaven, Then regeners-
tion and p ive sanctification, have their due course. Holiness is the
fruit of faith, and follows after justification. The inhabitation of the Spirit
consecrates every Christian a temple of God. Good workes in all the branch.
es of newness of life, are thus produced, even as the rich fruit by the tree,
ensbling us to discern its renf nature and value. Prayer, the worship of
God, the divine authority of the Sabbath, the Sacraments, the & ﬁd
order and discipline of the Church, the obedience due to Pastors, the gener-
al duties springing from the communion of saints, with preparation for
death, judgment, and eternity, close the main topics of evangelical

e.

8. When these are enforced with the tenderness and boldness which be.
come the Minister of Christ ; when they are accompanied with private visits,
exhortations, and prayers, and are bound upon the conscience by the con-
sistent walk of him who delivers them, the blessing of the Holmirit gives

to the instructions—men are awakened, born anew, roused, brought
from the darkness of Heathenism into the light of the Gospel, and * from
the power of Satan unto God.” They burst the thraldom of a natural state.
Friends, family ties, privileges, caste, distinctions fall, like Dagon, before
the truth, of which the Ark of old was the symbol. The convert rejoices
“ to count all things but loms for the excellency of the knowledge of
Jemus his Lord” He crucifies the;hole body of sin; he presents his

r -
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body “ a lving sacrifice, holy, soceptable to God, which is his ressomahls

service.”

In this way, beloved Brethren, will *“ the God of all ’Fnce” recover
decayed Churches. Thus will ¢ the power of godliness™ reviait yon.
will apostacies cease, and the weak be cunfirmed and * built up on ther
most holy faith.”

Full of love to you all, is the heart which dictates these lines. I longt
be able myself to visit you, and see the effects of this my pastoral letter upm
you. Think me not too harsh, severe, or rigid. God knows the tendernes
with which I would cherish you, as a nurse cherisheth her children. Itis
that very tenderness which induces me to grieve you for a moment, that yu
may attain everlasting consolations. Faithless is the shepherd who sees the
voﬁ' coming, and fleeth, and leaveth the sheep. So would be the Bishop,
who hearing of the enemy of souls ravaging amo you, shunned, from s
false delicacy, to warn you of the danger. Rather, Brethren, both Ministars
and people, I trust that my God will give an entrance to His word, b{ bow.
ever weak and unworthy an instrument, into your hearts. Rather, 1 trust,
you will “ guffer the word of exhortation.” Rather, I hope, you will be res-
dy, before you read these lines, “ to put away from you™ these practiom,
which wesken your strength, and dishonour the “ holy name wherewith yu
are called.” ‘Yes,” let each one say, ¢ It is the voice of the good shepherd
that we hear—we will follow the call—we will rejoice to renounce for Christ’s
sake our dearest objects of affection—we will offer our Isaac upon the altar
—we will give up ourselves without reserve, not only in these instances, but
in every other, to Him who hath * lived, and died, and revived, that he

ight be Lord both of the dead and living.”

o the grace of this adorable S8aviour 1 commend you, and am,
Your faithful Brother,
(Signed)  Damixi, Carcurra.

VI1.—4 short Accountof the Life and Death of Stephen Roberts.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
DEar Sizs,

The following short Memoir of the life and death of Stepben
Roberts, Erivate in H. M.’s 38th Regiment of Foot, now st
tioned at Ghazeepore, was written by one of his companions, who
had intimately known him for upwards of five years. It records
a striking instance of the grace of God, in reclsiming an abes-
doned sinner from the error of his ways, and enabling him for s
series of years to maintain a holy consistency of character, in cr-
cumstances which all who are aware of, will readily acknowledge
are extremely unfavorable to the growth, or even the existence, of
relifion. In a note accompanying the ¢ Memoir,” the suthor
apologises for any errors in the composition, &c. on the ground of
his being ¢* a poor illiterate layman ;™ and requests that the necessary
corrections may be made : but it was found impossible, for reasons
that will be obvious on inspecting the MS. to comply with this re-
quest to any great extent, wir:gout affecting the igentity of the
composition. It is therefore sent with little alteration, with the
hope that if you consider it expedient to publish the whole Memair
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r any extracts from it, it may, by the blessing of God, prove use-
1l to some ; it will st least serve as another evidence, that the
nversion and holy life of 8 soldier are not impossible, notwith-
:anding the prevniﬁng iniquity of almost all around him, and the
inumerable temptations and snares by which his way is beset.

Steraxy Rosxars, son of Richard end
lizabeth Roberts, was born_in the year
193, at Wick , vear Fordinbridge,
ampshire, where he followed the laboar-
g line, uotil his twenty-fourth yesr. His
weuts gave him no education, for be did
at kn;; tb; alphabet btfol'!r}lil conver-
on. ing brought up in perfect iguor-
sce of the ways of God, he peglected
is owo acul, and npealy walked accord-
1§ to the course of this world, walking in
1¢ paths of vice with impunity, loving the
reature, and neglecting the Creator, God

H dn.l-:t:r the 38th Regimen!

e enli into t, on
be 6th Jane, 1817, at Gloucester ; and in
:‘Jnr 1818, he arrived at the Cape of

Hope : where he gave himself ap
13 -Illki of wicl;d.::-, .l:ld l;uz:hn

ete [ world, t N
2d the devil ; being truly without Chuist,
ind withont Glod in the world.

The prominent features of his character
4 this time were swearing and dranken-
em ; were his besetting cins

The oaths which issoed from his pro-
ane lips were dreadfal and shocking to
hose not accustomed to ench expresmons.
lo every assertion he uttered, whether it
were truth or falsehood, ho generally affix.
‘d the sacred name of God, to confirm it
ilis miod being darkened, his heart bar-
lened, and his soul alienated ; instead of
werving and obeying God, and payiog the
tighest reverence to his sacred mame, it

was his constant rnohea and pleasure, to
slaspheme it, use it with levity. This
svil result of bis dissipated life, was ne-
ver more vigible than when irvitated, for
he waa very passionate ; then o whole
irain of the moet obscene, diabolical im-
precations, would flow from his mooth,
which originally was iote to_be an
instrument to pruise God. The violation
:Lt.-he third commandment was nothing to

Drunkenness was the other characteris-
tic mark of his wicked life. It is said
that be has been three and four days suc-
cesaively, and that frequently, in this bor-
rid state. 1 have heard himsell say, that
once when in this state of inebriety, he
commitied a moet beinous sin, a sin which
be vever after his conversion spoke of,
bat with :=—be permitted himself to
be laid oot as & corpee, stretobhed ona cot,
ind cagricd round the barracks, by his

Ca:
2r 2

dimipated asociates, while nyed
the dend march. Iu this .bum-au
he lived until bis twanty-nint.l: year, with-
out a desire of reforming, bot sometimes
under t convictions : for he often aaid
that in hiesober moments, awful reflections
would agitate and terrify his soul ; and that
when any person died, he would sen-
tence on him in his own mind, saying, ** If
that person hed lived a Lionn life, hia apirit
would now have been py io beaven.”
These convictions, lhongz often drowned
by sin, ended in his conversion, for when
the appointed time of the Lord was come,
be convioced him of his danger, ' to the
pr'lriu of the glory gf his grace.” ¢ oo Tt
'c appearance, he was one ol
persons, whose heart we could have ex-
pected woald be changed ; but that which
18 impossible with man, is possible with
gdﬂfuh in hi-:ivine will tl:l mercy, that
often passes by those who are apper-
ently not far from the ki of bel:e:n,
and chooses some of the Jowest and most
debased, and makes them signal monu.
ments of his free, unmerited grace, and of
the sanctifying power of his Spirit Sech
was the display of his spontaneous love
towards the subjoct of -this narmative, for
there was nothing in him, which coald
possibly merit the divine favour, but the
l'u-;ern_. “f T::t Ilolelyfb;r ascnibed * to
praise o ory of His gruce, where-~
io he hath mdeLm accepted in the Be-

loved.”
He arrived in Bengal in 1833, and pro-
ded to Berhampore, where a religious
society was formed; arnd by the frequent
solicitalions of n pious soldier named Enoch
Coleman®, of same company, \who
afterwards became bis comude-n;) prevailed
on bim to attend the chapel : 1t wus not
in vain. Then for the time in his life,
be beat the knee at the footstool of mercy,
where the supahine of grace beamed on

his soul, and the rays of divine love roften-

ed his impenitent heart, dispelled the dark-
ness of his mind,a od removed the enmity of
his soal. The Spirit of God operated efact-
ually to the regencration of his beart, and fill-
ed him with most bitter sorrow fo1 his com-
plicated guilt, the remembrance of which
was grievoas a barden intolerable for
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him to bear. Now the breath of prayer in-
cessautly ascended from his weary and
heavy-laden soul, for his convictions were
great and many : and often has he been
amased at the infinite mercy, and long-
forbearing patience of , exercised
towards him, in nat plunging him into the
horvors of the nethermost pit of perdition.
He begun to see the evil oiP sin, and to feel
a true sense of the depravity of his fallen
nature ; and daily without intermission, he
would with fervency invoke the God of
mercy, to pity and forgive a rebel sinver,
through the invaluable atonement of the
Saviour. His language was that of a man
who saw himself condernned, andhe conti-
nued fora length of time, under awfal ap-
prebensions of the wrath of beaven being
ready to be ponred ont spon him. Thus
he continued burdened, until through the
reaching of the word, he was drawn by a
iving faith to lay hold of Jesas, the sin-
ner's hope, and received coansolation in be-
lieving ; for heing justified by faith, he
found peace with God, throngh our Lord
Jesus Chriet. He applied to that fooutain
which is open for sin and uncleanness, and
to that precions blond which satisfies jos-
tice, reconciles man to God, expiates human
ilt, and cleanseth from all mn. He felt

e love of God, and his goodness in giv-
ing Christ to die for him ; he experienced
that love wherewith Christ loved him, and
saw the willingness of God, to save retorn-
ing sivners. Now be could say of a truth,
“ Tt is a faithful saying, that Jesus Christ
came into {he world to save sinners,” of
whom he felt himself, the chief. The lan-
goage of his heart was,

¢« 1 the chief of sinners am,
But Jerus died for me.”

He in a short time became a member of
the society, and continued an e¢xemplary
ornament to the same ; adoming the Gos-

1 and religion of Christ, by walking wor-
rl: of the vocation wherewith he was call-
ed ; for the power of divine grace was evi-
deotly manifesled, and illuatnously display-
ed in the whole of his walk and conversa-
tion.

Sincerity from the commencement of his
Christian career, unto the end, shove with
a resplendent lustre; it might have been

truly said of him, * Behold an Israelite in-
deei, in whom there is no guile !" All his
actions were sincere and  disinterested,
springing from the pure fountain of a Sa-
viour'slove. For the period of eleven years,
in the sincerity of his heart, he served God,
and apparently never deviated from the
standard of rectitude and virtne, As soon
88 he beganto serve God, he atood in the
midst of the public barrack, and solemnly
told hia former associutes, that he would
have no more to do with them ; this vow,
by grace he kept.  Often was he solicited
(0 accept promotion, but he always declin.
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ed, on accoont of its baving frequenty
proved a spare nuto others. love
of his Lord and Masler construined bim to
maintain an avernion to liquors. Often
bave his comrades endeavoured to make
him break his word, by urging him to drisk,
bat in vaip ; he would say, “ I have sid
no, and I cannot violate my word.”

His bumility was great; he endeavoured
to copy the example of his Saviour, whe
‘uid, ‘;.e[‘tll'll ox mei lforl ambemeek and low.

in rt’” At all timen possessed
Ieeg sense of his guilt, and low thoaghts
of himself; he was al in bis ows eyrs,
and slways called himself an unprofitable
servant, and the chief of sinmera. His
prayers at all times were marked by a strain
of the deepest humility, and reliance on the
merits of Christ for acceptance.

His persevering spirit of piety, was
and genuine. He mﬁnuﬂy w-tr':
ward. He never fell into open sim, and
danded gm leu&gevilhon' i from the
of duty. Duriog the expedition aguinst
mab in 1824 and 25, where many and great
were the trials and sufferings he was called
to endure, he like a good eoldier of the
cross, conquered them sll. While wasy
aroond him drew back, he continued frm
and loyal, in season and oot of scason. Ho
always reverenced the ordinances of God,
and punctoally attended them : bis delrt
in prayer was very t ; he every day
enjoyed the means of grace, and in the
hottest season of the year he woald goto
chapel, two and three times a dly, for se-
cret devotion, notwithstanding its great
distance from the barracks®. yer was
his delight : every means of grace wasa
Bethel tohis soal, and he expenienced with
the poet that
«“Prayer ardent opens Heaven,lets down s stream
Of glory on the co hour
Of man in audience with the Delty.”

Reading the Scriptares was his constant
employ and delight. Like Job, he valoed
them more than his necessary food : and like
David, he appreciated them above fine gold,
and they were sweeter than honey or the
houey-comb to his believing soul. [t washis
constant aim to pay an unfeigned and uni-
form obedience to all the commands of
God, his heavenly Father, knowing that
Chriat left an example, that be shosld
follow his stepe.

His other books were few ; and pext ts
the Bible,Dr. Doddridge’s “* Rise and Pro-
gress of Religion,” was his favourite, Pre-
gqnently he would resd it with great de-
light, and endeavuur to experience its con-
tents,

His repentance wuas also great and geaa.
ine : all the essential ingredients of Goagel

He had so | in hi :m
u::lvunﬂ. on|= mmpdlﬂ- v-y'rwlq—’&l
:n nln(\&n: to sy, that in Prayer, It couM net
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wepentante, were seen in him. Daily he be-
wailed bis infirmities, the wanderings of his
beart, and the evil propensities of his pa-
tuvre. Io his approaches to the throne of
gruce, ardent were the breathings ofhis sonl
after an union with Christ His conatant
wish was to serve God better, and love Je-
sus more, and that he might receive more
grace to praire the , more love to
commune with God. His daily prayer
was,

« 0 for s heart to God,
A basrt from t-ﬂ.‘.n'-.

A haart that's kled with that blood
8o freely for me."

His faith, bope, and charity, were of
a pnnlze('):n;dnin kind. m:th ‘-‘: ﬁT'
was ex i t, often bis

was wea :":u!ll he retained that
hope which maketh not ashamed, and that
faith which parified his beart from the love
of sin. His charity was unlimited : he loved
and respected all, especially the house.
hold of faith. He was likewise very liberal ;
be wntribuuhcl. to the Bible g:cnlety, and
alwrys gave hismite to every Christian par.

Eeoﬂan remitted a few poands to

E‘ reuts io Eogland.
B.g'dwlrnp. ings to otl.:e‘rl agaiust sin, were
impressive ﬁ. solemn, for bhe had tasted of

the bitterness of the cup of guilt Atall
times he was anxioos to inform others, of
what the Lord had done for his soul, and
what he was waiting to do for them, if the
would bot seek him. He always reprove
sio with boldness ; and when suy of his
Christian brethren neslecled their daty,
with humility he would tell them the sad
comsequences of it, always exhorting them
to pereevere, und to beware of fulling away,
koowing that

¢ Life is the hour that God has given

‘To "sape from hell, and Ay to henven.”

His conversation also was very spiritn.
ol and coasoling. He was in many respects
« burving and a shiniog light in religion.

Thas lived this huinble servaut of the
Lord in the army, where there are so ma.
ny trials, temptations, and difficulties to
epcaunter ; but be found the trith of the
Saviow's promise verified to his sounl,
“ my 1s sufficient for you, my strength
is made perfect in weakness.”

Soldiers often say that they cannot serve
God, becanne they are surrounded with
80 many trials and temptations ; but ke not
only served God in spirit and in truth, bat
lﬂL-vonred and was epabled in sinceri-
ty to (ol6l that Scriptare,  Let your light
90 shioe before men, that they may see
your works and glorify your Fa-
ther who is in heaven”

- VVle are come :odthc ln:: a‘:'t ::‘ri'lnlife.
© always enjoyed good th, [

i it, a8 a great blessing, with hg;

wsual spirit of thankfolness. On Wed-

of Stephen Roberts.
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nesd-ﬁ, the 3rd July, 1833, he felt a little
unwell, bat conld not account for it. He
still attended his omal doties, and that
evening he read the 11th and 12th chapters
of the Gospel of St Mark. and weat to pray-
er with a member of the Society. Tt wasa
1 and ling ion. After pray-
er, he apoke (reely and long upon the love
of Jesus, and the’ bright prospect of the
eterval world. At night he opened the
rubhc services with a solemn prayer, in a
ow aad moarnfnl manner. On being asked,
what ailed him, be did not complain ; but
said he should be better in the morming.
That night however, abont 19 o'clock, he
was seised with the Cholera, and was ta-
ken to the howpital, where every possible
sttention was paid him [ visited him
about 9 o’clock next morniog, and whea
he saw me, with Lis usnal smile, he mid,
““ My poor tabernacle is going.” I replied,
“ Fear not, soon ‘yournee will be finighed ;
and & crown of glory awaits you” He
pressed my hand, as a token of the truth of
what I aaserted, for he could not speak
at that moment, through the excesmive
n of the disease. He lingered for a fow
:;n, gallin(lc}n |hu Saviour, at inleri-nll.
aod saying, “ [ feel very easy ; soon all m.
trials wimn over.” About 13 o’clock, A.l.,
on Tharaday, in the fortieth year of his age,
his In,:y¥ spirit, in the steadfast mssor-
ance o nitg in Christ, and with a
fall of immortality, took its flight to that
rest which remains for the people of God.
Thus lived and died Stephea Roberts,
one of the brightest ornaments of religion
in the regiment to which he helonged.  Hin
remaios were committed to the dust in sure
and certain hope of the resurrection to
eternal life. Few were allowed to attend,
on t of the di being contagi-
ous, and the iutense heat of summer. A
tomb has been erected over him, in Gha.
zeepore burying place, by the Christinn
society, as a mark of their esteem and
respect
he many virtaes, which adorned his
character, and which to every coe’s eyes
but his own shone like s0 many sparkling
gems, were of a parely Christinn kind. His
"gfon wns :ih:lt gl‘ t‘l_ne u.:{e: 'll;:]hmnt.
*“ Being justified by faith, he ace
with Goff, through oar Lord Jesas Ch'ﬁu,-
wherehy he received the spirit of adeptioa,
and was epabled to cry, Abba Father
and all his acceptance with God, was
through the meritorious passion of Christ,
his only Hope, Saviour, and Redeomer.
“'Tis finished. ‘tis done ¢ the sprit s fled,
Our brother ls gone, the Christlan is desd ¢
‘The Christian is living in Jesus's love,
ladly receiving a ki above.
All honour and praise are Jesus's due |
Trr;_-u w grace, he fought his way thro’s
umphsantly glorious thro' Jesus's aml,
And morethun victorious o'ex sin, death and hell.”
W. BIBBY.
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The Life of the Rev. T. T. THomasox, M. A., late Chaplaia
to the Hon'ble East India Company. By the Rev. J. San
6ENT, M. A. Rector of Lavington. Sold by Thacker and Co.
Calcutta, Price 9 Rupees.

We have perused this volume with feelings of no common inter-
est, or pleasure; and are free to acknowledge that it has excited
in us emotions which we would wish long to cherish ; emotions of
deep humility, sincere gratitude to the author, and veneration
for the man whose life exhibits a pattern of such unfeigned piety,
and unostentatious goodness. To say that it is an interestingm,
highly so, would be commendation far beneath its merits. To us
it appears, both for matter and manner, by no means unworthy of
the author of the Life of Martyn ; which by general consent is
placed in the very first class of Christian Biography.

It would not be difficult to mention volumes of the memoirs of
good men from which some scores, if not some hundreds of
might be expunged ; not only without detriment, but greatly to the
advantage of the works from which they were erased. We haveal
ways viewed the Life of Mr. Scott, in this light. It is a valuable
Ppiece of biography, but possesses that most intolerable of all evils,
either in wnting or speaking, dulness. In the charming litde
work, which may be considered an autobiography, Mr. Scott's Force
of Truth, there is an energy and a nervous brevity which makes its
way at once to the heart ; but in his Memoirs by his son, you seem
to have the same wine so much diluted that it has lost all its spirit
and flavour, it is become vapid and stale. What a contrast it forms
to the admirable lives written by good old Isaac Walton ! Quaintas
they are, who has ever read them without feeling their captivation :
anc{ we may add, what a contrast to the volume now under review ;
in which 1t would be difficult to point out a page that might have
been omitted without injury to the work. The character of the man
is drawn to the life, and is at full length, but the picture is not after
the manner of the Dutch school, where all possible, and all imagins-
ble things, are crowded into one scene : but itis simple and beauti-
ful, commanding the admiration of the heart by the justnes
of its proportions and the umity of its design. The epirit in
which the work is written is upon the whole truly catholic; and
in an age when writing books is unhappily degenerated so much
into 8 mere trade, we feel grateful to the author for this second
volume, calculated so admirably to promote the interests of piety and
enlarged Christian benevolence. e think it next to impossible
for any person to rise from the perusal of thie volume without,
under the blessing of Almighty God, being made a better man by
it :—more humble, benevolent and diligent in the ways of holiness
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8o much for the manner in which the work is written; we shall
mow venture a few remarks on the matter of which it is composed.
Even amongst men of real worth there are some who can be
viewed to advan only at a distance ; others, who to be duly
iated must be seen near at hand. The former have qualities

a commanding character, and seem to be made to move in a
wide sphere : but these qualities are often attended by imperfec-
tions which are glaring‘iy offensive in proportion as the men
become well known ; they are objects much more of admiration,
than esteem or regard. The latter are little known, so as to be
appreciated, beyond their neighbourhood, or the circle of their
friends and associates. They shun notoriety, and sometimes in
their love of retirement shrink even from duty : but to those with
whom they are familiar, they are the objects of veneration and love ;
their course may be traced, like the poet’s noiseless brook, by the
verdure on its banks and the living green which almost conceals
whilet it hetrays its waters. To this class belonged the excellent
subject of this Memoir ; the qualities of his mind and character
were less commanding than amishle and attractive. He had not
the enterprise of Martyn ; he had not the calm collected energy, the
native grandeur of mind of David Brown ; he had not the poetical
fancy of Heber : but he had, what gave him uncommon contro]
over the hearts of all who knew him, a child-like simplicity, both
of mind and manner ; a frankness and an uncompromising inte-
grity ; a fervour of enlightened piety, combined with attainments
of tze highest class, and talents of the most useful, most practical,
and most benevolent order.

Mr. Newton once said, (we quote from memory,) “ I measure
ministers by square messure. If a man tell me the?::ngth of a table,
I have but an imperfect conception of it ; I must know its other di-
mensions : it is in this manner 1 judge of ministers. It is notenough
to tell me a man is a good preacher; I want to know what he is out of
the pulpit, as well as in.” Few men would have borne this kind of
measurement better than the subject of these Memoirs : his public
ministrations were of the most respectable character ; less distinguish-
ed by imagination than by judgment, less marked by ingenuity
than propriety and truth; more calculated to secure and re
fixed attention, than to excite applause. They were lucid, forcible
statements of divine truth, owing little to embellishment either of
style or manner ; and yet there was about them what will never fail
tofind its way to,and meet with, a response from the human heart ;—
nature improved, not spoiled, by cultivation; so that the most fastidi-
ous had nothing to condemn, whilst the candid and the pious were
always instructed and improved. Into the higher order oF eloquence
he never rose ; perhaps because he conceived it a style not suited to
the pulpit, more ornamental than useful, more pleasing than pro-
fitable : or more probably, because it was not in character with the
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Pecu]iu roperties of his mind, which were solidity, dqn.l: of
Judgment? ness, and self-possession, rather than intensity of
feeling, or fervid passion.

But valusble as these public labours were, the character of Mr.
Thomason would be but imperfectly estimated were it taken from
these alone ; he must be known out of the pulpit as well as in it ;
in his family, in the social circle, and above crl in his unwearied
efforts for the promotion of the welfare, both temporal and spiri-
tual, of his fellow men. He was connected with, and in many in-
stances took the lead in, almost all the benevolent institutions in
Calcutta. To him, under God, the Bible Society in this city owes
much of its efficiency. As Secretary to that institution he con-
secrated much of ?n'is valuable talents to its service; and ms &
translator, still more. The Church Missionary Society received
his full and hearty co-operation : and every object of distressim
him found a friend ; his house was the home of the stranger, and
the asylum of the destitute and aﬂlicted;lll "

Few men in any country, more especi in this, ever B?neud
a greater buoyanc; of m?;lyd, than hm. yHapl:vy himself, he dif-
fused happiness around him ; and the combination of cheerfulness,
wisdom, and piety, which there was in his social intercourse, im-
%rted to it tElee hnees of a flower, with the mellowness of fruit.

ith a character of so much simplicity, innocence, and benevo-
lence, he did not entirely escape censure and reproach. His ¢ good
was evil spoken of,” and in one of the most benevolent efforts of his
whole life, his motives were misinterpreted and misunderstood.
The case referred to, was the establishment of the European Or.
phan Asylum ; an institution which will long embalm his me-
mory, and carry his name down to posterity joined with a title
which God himself has deigned to assume, who in his high and
holy habitation is the ¢ Father of the fatherless.”

The point in which we consider the conduct of this good man
open to animadversion, and which we should have been glad, had
his Biographer noticed more fully, was his removal from the Old
Church to the Cathedral. To Eersons who look to the office of
the Christian ministry with no higher views than that of a profes-
sion by which they are to gain a livelihood, every step in advance
is one nearer the attainment of their object. ¢ They have their
reward.” But these we are convinced were not the views enter-
tained by this eminently devoted servant of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and we should have been happy, hed his Biographer fur-
nished us with some of his motives for that important change—the
more 80, 88 we know it was at the time the occasion of some
heart-burnings amongst his people, and on the face of it evident-
ly is of doubtful aspect. In the Old Church, his influence was
established, and he had the entire confidence of his people : his
labour had been blest to many : their families had grown up under
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his ministry, and they looked up to him with a respect bordering on
veneration. He was to them as a tree planted by rivers of water,
whose leaf never withers ; he had taken seep root 1n their affections,
they eat under his shadow with delight, his fruit was the food and
solace of their spirits, and whatsoever he did appeared to prosper.
But b{ his removal many of these tender fibres which entwine
themselves around the best feelings of our nature, were violently
burst asunder.

There is another ground on which we always considered that
removal of doubtful propriety : Mr. Thomason’s great fort lay in
the direct and immediate duties of 8 Pastor ;—in preaching the Gos-
pel, and all that is immediately connected with building up the
people of God on their most holy faith. By his removal, his
time and attention, were to a great degree, occupied in subor-
dinate concerns ; in the mere appendages of his office, which any
man, with one-fourth of his talent, could have performed as
well as he. To have entered into some explanation of this event
would, we think, have been the legitimate province of his Biogra-
pher.  An illustrious example of what we mean may be secen in
the very celebrated life of John Knox, by Dr. McCrie. The
character of that stern Reformer was certainly open to some remark
for his apparent severity of temper and rudeness of manner. By
& certain class of writers he has been represented as a ect sa~
vage, and no language seemed to be too severe to describe his

viour toward Mary. Such writers seem to have thought it
was 8 fine subject for effect, and after the manner of artists, they
have made the sterner features of the Reformer’s character serve
Iike a dark frowning rock, to throw out the feminine graces of the
Queen. Men of tiis class generally judge more from feeling than
from reason or truth; or we were about to say, that it would be dif-
ficult even for them to rise from the perusal of those volumes of
Dr. McCrie without being convinced, that if at times the Refor-
mer was rigid and uncompromising, the occasion called forit : he
had to deal with 8 woman who, whatever may be said of her sub-
uent hard fate, was artful, deceitful and wicked A man of 8
der temperament,—a maunof no principle, as has been the charac-
ter of some who have thought themselves at liberty to write con-
temptuously of John Knox ;—would have been blown down by the
strong wind that was then stirring, or as is common with light
and worthless materials, such as sticks and straws, would have
been drawn into the eddy of a licentious court.

What the author of this volume has said on this subject had
decidedly better have been unsaid ; it not only savours of weakness,
but shews that he was altogether unacquainted with the state of
the case. His remark is, * Doubly gratifying was advancement
thus received. On many accounts the decision was pleasant ; &
station in the Cathedral produced closer contact with the Bishop,

2x
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it opened also a more extensive intercourse with the lower classes,
affording employment more distinctly parochial than before.” On
the first of these assertions we refrain from making any remark,
and on the last, to any person acquainted with the subject, none
is needed ; it carries its own refutation.

But this by the way : the volume, with this slight exceptioa
and another omission which we will just notice, meets our warmest
approbation. The omission we allude to is this : It is wel
known, and is mentioned by Dr. Gregory in his life of Mr. Hall,
that during the time Mr. Thomason was at the village of Shelford,
Mr. Hall resided there too, and they often rode together into
Cambridge, and were upon terms of intimacy. But not the nhﬁn-
est intimation is given of this friendship ; an intimacy which
would have been honourable to any man : the name of Hall,
does not however occur in the volume: on what principle is it omit-
ted? We hope it was an oversight of the Author, and no party pre-
Jjudice, which led to the omission.

Of the selections which we shall make from the work, we shall con-
fine ourselves chiefly to those which have a reference to this country.
The first we shall insert contains his own statement of his views m
Erospect of coming out to this country. In a letter to his mother

e thus writes :

“My acceptance of the appointment has not yet come before the Court
of Directors, yet 1 cannot help feeling that the event will
be brought about. I own that the more I consider the various ings of
divine Providence, and reflect on the unwearied tenor of my former wishes
and plans, comparing them with what I now feel, the more am I convinced
that such a change of my situation will be weom}i:;sbed. And I think, my
dear mother, when you reflect on the course of my life from the beginning, on
the singular manner in which I was led to devote myself to the ministerial
work, on the course of Providence by which the matter was brought about,
and above all on the earnest and repeated desire I have felt again and agai
for this particular destination, especially when you think that the wish of
my heart has been uniformly prevented by one great obstacle, and that this
is now entirely removed, I think youn will conclude that the time appears to
be come. The eame person who was once decidedly adverse, 80 as not to
hear of it without tears, is now happy in the thought of it. She no longer
thinks of the sea, nor of the climate, but counts it a privilege and an honour
to be exposed in such a cause. For my part it appears to be of great conse-
quence to the work of God, that help should be applied in that quarter where
it is most wanted ; and that where most lasting good can be done, ministers
should labour. Now certainly God is doing a great work in India. The
labourers are few, and the ﬁefd amazingly extensive: they want men who
will work, and whose habits are such as to render them useful workmen in a
business where nprlication and study are much wanted. In this respect,
my habits and inclinations are favourable. It will be a pleasure to me to
acquire their languages, which are so much studied in Bengal, the acquisi-
tion of which is so important to usefulness, and my heart leans to that part
of the world with the same desire it did just before I entered into orders.
I consider that while others expose themselves for lucre and worldly homours,
ministers ought to endure for nobler ends.
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““All this I am sure meets with corresponding feelings, my dear mother,
in your own mind. You have again and again :::gn me up to God, and I have
no doubt you will be supported on the present occasion. What an honour
and happiness there is in making eacrifices for Christ’s sake. I am sure the
more we are enabled to do this, the more solid rhall we enjoy, and the
more shall we know him to be & good Master. I trust that you wifl' be fitted
for every trial, and strengthened to do and suffer the whole will of God.”

The following is a very striking picture of devotedness to the
cause of his great Master, under difliculties and discouragements of

no ordinary kind or degree.

. “'I feel the necessity of a close and diligent reading of the Scriptures. It
is impossible to occupy the teacher’s chair with advantage to our hearers,
except we are very much engaged in experimental reading of the Scriptures
ourselves. O what treasures are to be found in the word of God. Blessed
be God for a little sense of them !'—Would that I could give my whole heart
and soul to them. But I am as yet only on the surface of things ; this at
the age of thirty_seven. God knoweth I deplore my ignorance, and count
m to be a mere novice, and feel unspeakably unworthy to preach Chirst
o lost sinners. I want to have my heart warmed with His love. But ob,
my exceeding vileness and hardness of heart! Were I not assured of your
tender affection, I could not write thus: at such a distance we t to
communicate with each other in strains of grateful praise and love :—to
which, with all my unprofitableness, I am led, when I think of the amazing
riches of His grace.

“ Now, my beloved brother, go on to write to me. I never needed so much
the kind eommunications of a Christian friend and brother:—the state of
society here, and the state of the climate, oppose difficulties which you
<can hardly appreciate if described. The climate has influence upon one’s
natural aloth in a thousand ways ; and society is so constituted, that
we are opposed at every step by the pride of rank, and office, and co-
lour, to a degree surpassing all conception. Had I chosen to live here
in the state and dignity of chaplain, my path would have been easy ; but
in the attempt at a parochial line of labour the difficulties are prodigioua.
I find my heart sick sometimes, and learn the drift of that verse in Ec.
clesinstes, ‘‘ That which is crooked cannot be made straight.” In Eng-
land different classes coalesce easily: here, even after religion has ita
decided hold on & man, he remembers his little insulated sphere, and finds
it hard to be cordial with those who are above him, or with those who are
beneath him: not with those above him, the pride of the great produces a
re-action inthelower order ; not with those below him, for obviousreasons. To
relieve myself from such painful inconsistencies, I find the best practical
remedy isto be much in company with the most wretched, the diseased, the

r, the sick and dying. ese are thankful to hear the words of life. I
ave much comfort at timeswith the poor invalidsoldiersinthe hospital. About
fifty attend, and I visit them twice, on Tuesday and Friday evenings. With
respect to the sick, the miserable sick people in this truly miserable place—
1 mourn over myself and them; I go rather with the hope of good to myself
than to them. So rich is the mercy of God, and so precious the service of
our Master, some of the happiest moments I enjoy are in going to, or return-
ing from, these unhappy creatures.” .

Of the fire which broke out in the Mlssiond)remises at Seram-

re in 1812, Mr. Thomason, in a letter to Mr. Simeon, speaks
in terms highly creditable to him as a Christian.

“This fearful n:)l:lﬁ was succeeded l:{ that desolating disaster, the
Serampore fire. f mmlybelicvegouport; it was like a blow on

2
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the head which stupifies. I flew to Serampore to witness the desolation. The
scene was indeed affecting. The immense printing office, two hundred feet
long, and fifty broad, reduced to a mere The yard covered with barst
quires of paper, the loas in which article was immense. Carey walked with
me over the emoking ruins. The tears etood in his eyen. ¢ In one shert
evening,” said he, ¢ ie 1abours of years are consumed. How unsearchable are
the ways of God! I had lately brought some things to the utnost perfectin
of which they seemed capable, and contemplated the Missionary establish-
ment with, perhape, too much self-congratulation. TAe Lord Aas inid me
bwthatlmagloxmcimﬂywhim.' Who could stand in such a place,”
he asks, “ at such a time, with such a man, without feelings of sharp regret,
and solemn exercise of mind ? I saw the nd strewed with half_consumed

per, on which,in the course of a very few months, the words of life would

ve been printed. The metal under our feet amidst the ruins was melted
into misshapen lumps—the sad remains of beautiful types consecrsted
the service of the sanctuary. All was smiling and promising & few bours
before—now all is vanished into smoke,and converted into rubbish !"— add-
ing with self.application,—Return now to thy books, regard God in all thox
doest, Lenrn.fnbicwith humility. Let God be exalted in all thy plans,
and purposes and labours: he can do without thee.”

The rubjoined account of the strong faith, meek submission,
and sublime views of that devoted man of God, David Brown,
during his last illness, will be read with interest by every sincere
believer.

“Those who are acquainted with Mr. Brown’s labours, have seen an er
ample of patient continuance in well-doing. He maintained his poet here,
er circumstances that would have dismayed others who poesessed not the
same humble dependence upon God. The attendance at first consisted of
10 more than two or three families; still this faithful servant kept his course,
and he lived to see much encouraging fruit of his labours.

“ About two months before his decease, he wrote in pencil some recollec.
tions, which contain an account of the consolations he enjoyed in his low
estate.—‘March 22, prostration ofstrength to the utmost degree, without the
least check to the disease. I feel myself to be sinking fast. I said, My
times are in thy hand. I ascended into the chamber of the divine attributes,
and had a pleasing assurance that Jehovah is good ; that great is the Lord,
and of great power, and that his understanding is infinite, and I rejoiced in
his sovereignty. He made me sensible that for aught I know, that every day
was the best for my dissolution. I was persuaded that if it were his will,
that very day were best in all respects, how muchsoever appearances might
be contrary: that it would be best for my soul, whose dealings I could com-
mit to Christ, and even best for my family, dark and very stormy as the dis-
pensation must appear within, and awfully afllictive. Thus my view of God
in Christ delivered me from depression of mind ; from all fear that hath
torment, and from apprehension of evil of every kind, both with t
mind, body, and estate. I could trust all confidently with God. Nor was
the adversary permitted to assault me for a moment. Isa. lix. 9, assures
me of mercy infinite: “ As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways bigher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

“ My crimes are great, but not surpass,
The power and glory of thy grace.
Great God, thy nature bath no bound,
8o let thy pardoning love be found.”

“'The glory of Christ and his kingdom my thoughts : my heart
prayed, Thy kingdom come. Thou art warthy, O Lord, to na'innﬂ
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glory, and honour, and power ; come, Lord Jesus, come quickly, with power
and great glory; come to be glorified in thy saints, and to be admired in
all those that believe. Thus have I been supported and cheered during the
whole period of my failing strength. *“ O give thanks unto the Lord, for
his mercy endureth for ever.”

How touchingly aﬂ'ecﬁnﬁ is the account given by her husband
of the death of Mrs. Thomason; in whom it may be trul
said he had a help-meet both in piety and active benevolence, as we!
as in that very catholic spirit which would recognise and sdmire
godliness under any external garb or denomination. Of her self-de-
nying benevolence a very remarkable instance is mentioned in this
volume. It appears that some time after the formation of the Or-
phan Asylum, the mistress was removed, and an epidemic attacked
several of the children. Mrs. Thomason, unwilling to trust the or-
phans to native management, left the comforts of her home, and
acted for some weeks as the solzgurdian, nurse and mother of
these poor children. Instances of a somewhat similar character
have occurred amongst ladies of the Roman Catholic persuasion,and
were common in the primitive days of the church of Christ ; but to
the honour of Mrs. Thomason and the disgrace of Protestantism
but seldom amongst them. ¢ Many daughters have done virtu-
ously, but thou excellest them all.”
Easter-day, BMarch 26, 1826.
I feel it right to lose no time in communicating to you the sad intelli-
gence of our common loss. It has pleased God, whose ways are unsearch-
able, to defeat our sanguine hopes. He has taken to himself your most
beloved parent. Assured as I am that it is aimpl{ solidly true that she
is with Christ, it is yet with anguish of heart that I record our irre, le
bereavement. O that I might have been spared the pain of this afflicting
communication. But it is the will of God, and I desire to submit with
resignation to the disposal of infinite wisdom. About midnight on Good
Friday, she was seized with the agonies of dissolution, which were greatly
‘protracted ; she did not breathe her last till near ten o’clock the foﬁzwing
morning. About ten minutes before ten on Saturday morning, her spirit
took its ﬂight. O the unutterable anguish of this sad—sad scene ; sad to us
—but she has joined the innumerable host of glorified spirits and angels—
she died in the Lord. Three days before her death she expressed to me a
strong hope that God would raise her up to be & comfort to her husband
and children ; *‘ But what if it should please him to dispose otherwise,” I
said ; ‘then,” eaid she,  His will be done !" She added expressions of depen-
dance on her Saviour, but complained that her heart was dull and sluggish :
conversation was highly injurious; I could only read with her at intervals,
with a few words of prayer. To a question whether the Saviour comforted
her, she said, * He does.” Her countenance indicated that she was much
exercised in prayer. On Saturday evening her precious remains were
committed to the deep. The evening was stiﬁ, and all was solemn ; the ser-
vice was read by dear S.—whose brotherly tenderness and sympa-
thy I cannot adequately describe. Being myself overwhelmed with the
bereavement, I was unable to perform the last service, but I saw from a
distance the coffin dropped into the ses, and heard the words,  We commit
her body to the deep, to be turned into corruption, looking for the resur-
rection of the body (when the sea shall give up her dead) and the life of
“the world to come through our Lord Jesus Christ, who at his coming shall
change our vile body, that it may be like unto his glorious body, sccording



854 Review. [Nov.

40 the mighty working, whereby he is able to subdue all things to himself."
O my beloved boy, I cannot tell you the consolation afforded by that hope.
1 earnestly trust it will be as a healing balm to your own heart. 1 felt
comfort in the thought, that the whole Christian world were celebrating
the death and resurrection of Christ. She was committed to the deep
on Easter even, wher we commemorate the Saviour’s lying in the grave,
thus consecrsting it as the place of repose for his faithful followers, previ.
ous to the great and joyful day of resurrection. I must not forget oae
circumstance that made an indelible impression upon my heart. Before
she took to her bed, your beloved mother sat and read a few hymns. She
<came at last to the hymn,
“ O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home."”
And never can I forget the sweet affectionate tone of her voice. She was
deeply affected. In reading the second verse her voice faltered ; how.
ever she continued to get through, till she came to the verse,

¢ In every scene of life and death
Thy promise is our trust,

And this shall be our children’s song
When we are cold in dust.”

“ In reading these last lines she was quite overpowered. God grant this
hope may be realized ! my heart springs toward you all with a new tender.
ness. [ can only in deep anguish commit you to God, who I trust will
provide for you all needful . If you seek him he will be found of you
—if you forsake him, he will cast you off for ever. Seek him earnestly then;
read your Bible more, I beseech you, with prayer for divine ing.
This will consecrate all your other labours, and will be & fruitful source
of happiness to you here and hereafter.”

Our last quotation will refer to the last hours and the death of
this eminent child and servant of God.

** The voyage to the Mauritius proved beneficial to Mr. Thomason, and
she who had accompanied him had brighter hopes of his recovery ; but
when the anchor was dropped at Port Louis, June 7, which proved to be his
birth-day, alarms and fears greatly exceeded favourable expectations
For himself, he was ¢ quietly waiting the Lord’s will in a humble, patient,
thankful peace of mind, full of praise, yet lying low at the feet of Jesus.’
And on Sunday June 21, twelve days after landing in the Isle of France,
his earthly tabernacle was dissolved, and his spirit numbered amongst the
Jjust made perfect.

“ ¢On Saturday morning the 20th,’ it is from her pen who watched over
him with unremittiog tenderness, ‘his cough and breathing became warse,
which intimated that his change was drawing near; he requested me to
read the apiointed psalms for the morning, (as was my fre’uent custom)
the first of which being the 102nd, he said, How descriptive of my case ! On
BSunday he had a very suffering day, but his mind was compased: he was
quite sensible his end was spproachinf, and his frequent prayer was for
patience: yet indeed he was an example of patient suffering. Toward the
evening I perceived evident signs of approaching dissolution, and therefore
requested a Christian friend to be with me at the closing scene; he can
bear witness with myself, to the firm faith and strong hope which disarmed
death of its sting, and shed a holy quiet and peace around.

¢ Many aweet expressions we heard from his dying lips, in the midst of
severe bodily agony, such as the following, ‘T{ia i8 & dark valley, bus
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there's light at the end.’ ¢ Thanks be unto God for his nnspeakable gift.
“ Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” “Lord give me patience, may patience
have its perfect work.” ‘ When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of
death, thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.” About
three o’clock in the morning, he inquired what time it was, and when told,
he replied, ‘I thought I should have been far away before this He
complained of & sharp pain in his heels, and also at the back of his head,
which reminded him of the first great blessed promise vouchsafed to fallen
man. He seemed to watch the progress of death as it advanced up his
cold legs. He asked why there was not a candle in the room: on temg
told there was, he said, ‘Oh then, I am losing my sight, for it appears
dark.” After aslight convulsion, I eaw his change was near, and said to
him, ¢ The Lord is coming quickly :" he replied with a smile, ¢ I hope s0.’
Shortly after this his heart to beat, his epirit fled, and he entered
the joy of the Lord.

“ « During the voyage from Calcutta to this island sthe narrative pro-
ceeds), u period of nine weeks, in which that season of the year was in-
cluded, wherein we commemorate our Saviour’s Death, Resurrection, and
Ascension, he read twice over the Harmony of the Gospels, which, as he
intently perused, he frequently said, ¢ I have been feasting on the bread
of life.! He appeared sometimes to be absent from all earthly scenes ; so0
elevated was his soul with meditation on the boundless love of God in
Christ, which was heightened by his deep sense of his own vileness : in-
deed, this characteristic much increased as he ripened for glory : he la
mented his great defect in every relative duty, in his ministerial office
especially ; and in deep humility of heart used to break out in the pub.
lican’s prayer, and frequently eaid, ‘ I cast myself on the boundless mercy
of God. fythrow myself at my Saviour’s feet : if I perish, I periah there.’

‘ He was very earnest in his petitions at the throne of grace for the
spiritual welfare of India, for the coming of Christ's Kingdom, and the
fulfilment of those prophecies relating to it. He left an affectionate fare.
well to those most dear to him in the following words,—* To my dearest
Mother, give my most affectionate love, and n;:r her last days be her
best days. To my very dear Mr. Simeon say, I feel unworthy of the great
love he has at all times honored me with. Oh may his bow abide in
strength, and may he be, if poasible, still more nseful in his age.’

After reading a quotation like this, who does not seem to hear a
voice from heaven, saying, ‘¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord, from henceforth; yes, saith the Spirit, that thcy may rest from
their labours, and their works do follow them.” And whose heart
does not say, « Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his.”

We had expressed our gratitude to the Author of this volume ;
since writing the above we have heard that he too « sleeps with
his fathers, and is gathered unto his people ;" where he is far re-
moved, either from the praise or censure of mortals; ‘ Aaving
come to the innumerable company of angels and to the spirits
of just men made perfect.” .

We take our leave of the subject by congratulating the Chris-
tian public in general, and the members of the Old Church in
particular, that they have in this volume, 8 monument more durs-
ble than marble, of a man of exalted worth, who consecrated all his

povers to the glory of God, and their everlasting welfare.
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Paetrp.

For the Caleutta Christian Observer.

Remember, thou'lt be to dire perils no stranger ;
Familiar, oh! make them then now to thy mind !
The path thou must tread is full-teeming with danger ;

No comfort—no solace—no ease—wilt thou find.

But let not this truth serve thy courage to weaken,
Young Christian ! the rather more manfully fight :
Remember the prize / be that point, as a beacon
To the goal, which appeareth already in sight!

The pleasures of earth, oh ! how quickly they sate thee,
Of the title their utter unworthiness prove !

Oh! think of the pleasures and joye that await thee,
In the regions of peace, in the mansions of love !

‘When tosg’d by the tempest on life’s dreary ocean,
Still firmly in Jesus our Saviour confide !

Think ! soon thou shalt reach that blest shore, where commeticn,
And sorrow, and weariness, never abide.

Oh ! let not then earth, and her false joys possess thee,
Thou soul formed for plessures far higher than these |

Let no worldly applause, nor affection impress thee,—
They are transient delights, which 2 moment may please.

Aspire thou to happiness nobler and brighter,
nduring and tadeless, that knows no decrease ;
Each trial below will appear then the lighter,
As it leads thee to Heaven, to Glory, to Peace !

As the soldier, when on to the battle he speeds him,
Expects not a triumph with each passing breath,

But prepares for the danger, which oftentimes leads him
To fame and renown, tho’ it may be to death /

Thus, Christian, remember the duties that call thee ;
Resemble the Warrior approaching the field !

Prepare thou for death, or wﬁnte’er may befal thee,
But never to sin nor despondency yield !

| The ahove lines derive a melancholy interestfrom the fact, that their young and amis-
ble writer is no more. Her perils and ber temptations are over ; snd we have reason @0
bope, that she has attained unto that bappiness, afler which she aspired. —En. ]
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fMAissionarp and Religions Entelligence.

CALCUTTA.
1.—Natrve CHRisTIAN BoARDING SchooL.

On Wednesday, October 3rd, a School was opened at Allipore, for the
education of the children of native converts, in connection with the London
Missionary Society. The boys are to be instructed in English and Benga-
lee, are to be boarded and lodged in the house, and to be continually under
the eye of the resident Missionary. Experience has proved the impertant
consequences resulting from removing the children of Christian Native
parents from the contaminating influence of heathen associates, and placing
them in circumstances where by example and precept they are trained in
the ways of God’s comnmandments. The Boarding School at Jaffna, in the
island of Ceylon, conducted by the American Missionaries, has been attend-
ed with the greatest success :—no less than 120 youths have been hopefully
converted to God, and have joined the Christian Church. In 2 similar
Institution, established at Chitpore, under the charge of the Calcutta Baptist
Missionaries, much good has also been done :—a few months ago no less
than gix lads were publicly baptized in the Circular Road Chapel. The
8chool at Allipore was opened under very favorable circumstances, and is
under the immediate management of Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, who reside on
the premises. Mr. Lacroix on the morning of the Lord's day conducts
Divine Bervice in Bengalee. There are at present 24 boys in the school.

2.—GeNERAL AsmsexpLY's INSTITUTION.

The Annual Examination of the Seminary of Education for Native Youths,
supported by the General Ausembly of the Church of Scotland, and conduct.
ed by the Rev. Messrs. Duff and Mackay, took place in the Town Hall on
Friday, the 4th of October. It was carried on with great apirit for upwards
of four hours, and was attended by a very large and mﬁecuble aasemb
of individuals connected with Calcutta and its neighbourhood—among whom
we observed the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, one of the Judges of the
Bupreme Court, many Gentlemen of the Civil, Military, and Medical Service
of the Honorable Company, somé Members of the Bar and of the Commer-
cial Community, several Clergymen and Ministers of different denomina-
tions, and some Native Gentlemen of the highest respectability. From the
brilliant results which had been witnessed on former occasions, as wall as
from the distinguished reputation enjoyed by the Teachers, the exmeutions
of the visitors were very highly raised; but, if an opinion may be formed
from the expressions of astonishment and delight that occasionally
from some who, from their talents and education, are entitled to be considered
competent judges, we may affirm with confidence, that these expectations
werenot onf realized, but exceeded. The manner in which all the boys, about
800 in number, nitted themselves in their various exercises, was truly
sdmirable ; and, while it reflected the highest credit on them for their indus-
try and application throughout the year, demonstrated the superiority of
that system of tuition which is pursued in the seminary—a system which
effectually excludes learning by rote, and which at once makes an incessant
demand upon sll the activities of the scholars, and calls into vigorous o,
ration not only their memories but also their other intellectual powers. The
lads in the highest class, as might have been expected from their having for
the longest period enjoyed the peculiar advanu&c:of the institution, attract-
ed the largest share of attention; and we feel no description oould con-
vey to those who had not the good fortune to be present, any thing like an
adequate conception of the appearance which '.heg made. The questions
proposed to them by Messrs. Duff and Mackay, and by two or three Gentle-
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men who were solicited to take part in the examination, embraced a very
wide range,—turning upon ancient history, sscred and profane, down to the
age of Augustus, mathematical and physical phy, the practical parts
of Pol.iti economy, the first book of ucljdls Element.s of Geometry, the
Evidences and leading doctrines of Christianity, and on points of gene-
ral knowledge, more or less connected with these several branches—and
we really feel puzzled to say, on which of these departments of study they
acquitted themselves to the grestest advantage. They seemed to be
completely at home in them afl ; and, indeed, had such a well-grounded
eong' dence in their acqnirements, that instead of shrinking from a searching
and minute examination, they were evidently eager to be subjected to it.
The complete command which they had of the knowledge that had been
imparted to them; the readiness, precision, and almost unfailing accu-
l‘l? with which their answers were returned ; and the acuteness, ardour,
and general intelligence which they displayed, called forth universal admi-
ration, and produced an imprewsion which cannot fail, we think, to operate
powerfully in favor of the great cause of native education. The hour at
which it was deemed proper to close the examination arrived before they
had been even partially examined on all the subjects which they professed ;

" and we are 1;1%0 sure that, if it had been continued for other four hours,
:l:‘? would have farnished still more striking displays of their knowledge

: ability, and would have confirmed the highly favourable opinion which
has been expressed.

Three of the advanced pupils read Englinh essays on subjects selected by
themselves, which were Estaned to with great attention by the audience.
These were declared to be bonA-fide their own productions—of this, indeed,
they presented the strongest internal evidence—and evinced a very credita—

- ble aoquaintance with the rules of grammar and the principles of composition.
‘We confess, however, that these were not the points about them which most
forcibly arrested our attention. We were especially delighted with the
wonderful superiority which their respective authors shewed to the preju-
dicen of early education,—with the manner in which they referred to certain
grand principles as being too firmly established to admit of being called in

uestion—with the high tone of moral feeling with which they brought out
their peculiar views—and with the manly, ackled, and independent style

of t.l'nin.ki.ugl in which they ind B

Before the distribution of the prizes, the Rev. Mr. Charles, of St. Andrew’s
Church, delivered a short address to the boys, in which he commended
them very highly for the progress which they had made, and pronounced a
well-merited eulogium on their teachers, Mesers. Duff and Mackay. The
semninary under their charge has acquired a higher reputation than, so far
as we kmow, has ever been possessed by any school for the native youths of
India which has been conducted upon Chnistian principles, and, in fact, is
coming more and more to be regarded as a model-school; and we merely
express an opinion which will be re-echoed by men of all parties and all
shades of sentiment in our community, when we say, that it is mainly
indebted for the pre-eminent place which it holds to their high talents and
acquirements, their indefatigable ardour, their rare tact in communicating
Imowledge, and the Christian fidelity with which they discharge the import-
ant trust that has been committed to them.

3.—CarcurTa BerrEL SocreTY.

The Re of the above Society was read in the Circular Road Chapel,
on Thursday Evening, October 4th, after a sermon preached on the occasion
by the Rev. Mr. Lacroix. The operations of this Society are so simple that

e labors of a year can be told in a few words. Service on board the
Beamen’s Floating Chapel has been conducted every Lord’s day, and tracts
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have been distributed to the Seamen frequenting the vessel. A oonsidersble
sum was expended in repairing the veasel, but by theliberality of the Captains
and Officers of Ships visiting the port, it was nearly all paid. A balance of
sbout 900 Rupees only Iﬁlimthe Society. It was stated that some
hopes were entertained that a Minister from the American Seamen’s Friend
Bociety would come to Celcutts, to devote his time entirely to the spiritual
interests of the Beamen, both Native and En It is & lamentable fact
that there are at Calcutta near 10,000 Native Seamen and boatmen,
and at Balee, Chinsurah, Colna, and Cutwa, above Calcutta, and at Oolaba-
riah, below, about as many more, yet no effort has ever been made to lead
them to a knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ the Lord. Whilst
the banevolent exertions of Christians have been directed to almost every
other class of men, these have been left to perish for lack of knowledge, no
man caring for their souls. We shall therefore rejoice to see & Missionary
it:.(l)alcutts, who will conaider it his principal duty to attend to their spiri-
wants. .

4.—Monenyr.

Our readers are perhaps aware, that on the 36th September, the night of
the earthquake, Mrs. Chamberlain, the widow of the late Rev. J. Chamber.
lain, expired. She did #o under circumstances peculiarly aflicting to her
friends. The dreadful shocks which followed in quick suocession having
cracked the walls of the house in which Mr. and Mrs. Lealie with Mres.
Chamberlain regided. the former were obliged to leave the house, and in
her dying moments to remove Mrs. C. to the open air, where after s few
hours she expired. She was a most amiable, devoted woman, and with her
valued friend and companion, Mra. Webberly, was of great use in superin-
tending female schools, overlooking the female converts, &c. Both are
mow, we doubt not, united in bleasedness as well as friendshi

On the 4th October, there was experienced another shock of an earth.
quake at Monghyr, after which Mr. Leslie’s residence was deemed, by
committee of survey, so unsafe, as to render residence in it quite dangerous,
It will therefore be immedistely taken down. The house of the Rev. Mr.
Moore and of others at the station has been also much injured.

3.—~Onmaa.

The friends of the General Baptist Mission in this district will be grati-
fled to hear, that the Rev. A. Button, with Mrs. 8. and the o ohild
whom they adopted, as well as Mr. and Mrs. Wade, and the children of Dr.
Price and Mr. Kennett, arrived safely at Boston, U. 8. A. in the early part of
May. The voynge was ehort, and with exception of a gale off the Isle of
Franee, very agreeable. Mr. Sutton’s health was much benefitted by the
voyage. We are happy to find that a letter on Missionary subjects, which
Mr. B. addressed some time ago to the Freewill Baptists in the United
States, had led the denomination generally to a desire to aid in efforts for
the evangelization of the world. Li subscriptions had already been
raised, and several young men had offered their services as Missionaries,
before Mr. 8'e. arrival ; and he now ind the hope, that if to
return, he should do so with several jutors in &:’ work. Itis

for us to say, that with a field so vast as Hindoostan, and eo
few from Europe to occupy it, we shall heartily welcome evangelical Mis-
sionaries of any denomination, whom zeal for the divine glory and compas-
sion to the souls of men may lead to unite in this glorious work.

The friends of Missions will be gratified to hear, that a very respectable
man, well acquainted with the Sanscrit, Teloogo, and Ooriya was
last month baptised at Cutteck, and that hopes are entertained of the pisty
of some other candidates.
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6.—Pnoorem or Ref:olon AND LrreraTURE DN 'l'll} Urrrep s-u-rn.

It gives ue great delight to perceive the progress of piety and benevo.
lent Fe‘el.lng among all denominations of Chnl;tim in the United States of
America. The noble efforts now making to supply theclogical education to
candidates for the ministry, and to furnish the newly populated westen
states belonging to the Union, with Ministers, Sunday 8chools, Bibles, and
Tracts, must command our admiration, while the gigeantic exertions which
American Christians are making to epread the pel in foreign climes
ought to shame British and Anglo-Indian Christians for their criminal aps-
thy and neglect.

e observe it noticed in one of the last American publications, that the
Baptists, in New England only, had during the last year contributed and
funded no less than one Aundred thousand dollars for the theological
education of students for the ministry—while the American Tract Society
have devoted 10,000 dollars to the printing of Tracts in foreign countries;
and the Bible Society, havingin redeemed their pledge to supgly the
Scriptures to every family in the United States, contemplate the noble task
of giving it, in co-operation with English Societies, to cvery family in the
globe able to understand and «illing to receive it.

The desire to spread tbe Gospel in foreign climes seems gmtly on the
increase among :ﬁ denominations. The American Board of Foreign Mis.
sions, composed chiefly of Presbyterians and Congregationalists, have deter-
mined to send forth 50 labourers within the year ; and we have this last
month had the pleasure to welcome to Calcutta the Rev. Mesars. Lourie and
Reed, with their wives, appointed to commence a new Mission in Hindoostan.
Tbese labourers are sent out by the Western Foreign Missionary Society—
s new Institution, raising supplies chiefly from the Presbyterian denomina.
tion. It has already sent out Missionaries to Africa, and including the
Brethren whose arrival we have announced, has determined to send out
12 Misgionaries this year.

The Episcopalians (especially those who are called the Evangelical pnr:ﬂ
are participating in the holy influence which seems to be pervading
American Church. In addition to efforts now in progress to supply with
Clergymen destitute Churches in the middle, Southern, and Western States,
they have one Mission of considerable interest in Greece, and one or two
Mission families among the North-western Indians. The Methodists are also
making vigorous exertions to raise funds for the promotion of learning
among their Ministers, and are also beginning toturn their attention to the
foreign field. They have recently sent one or two Missionaries to Liberia,
on the Western Coast of Africa, while their Missions among the Indians
have been much blessed. Their peculiarly efficient system and their grest
numbers induce large expectations, concerning the part they will sustain
in the conversion of the world.

The following extract from a letter from a Gentlemen at Philadelphi
distinguished at once for the sobriety of his views and the activity of his
labours, will be read with interest by our readers. It is dated May 25th, 1833.

““ Prom circumstances, which it is unnecessary to detail, I am fully persuaded
that the canse of Missions is gaining ground in the American Charch every hour ;
and I widely mistake the signs of the times if in ten years from this time she does
not count Ao THOUBAND of her sons and daoghters abroad in the earth in the Great
Master’s business. 1 find the command —*‘ Go ye into all the world,” &c. is pressi
with unwonted power upon the Learts of many young men in humble life ; and
see too among those who have the strongest attractions and the most flatteriog
prospects at home, a disposition to forsake all and spread the glad tidings of peace
and salvation through the earth. I hope too that our children will soon be gene-
rally trained in the spirit of active benevolence, and that we shall find in a little
while, that our whole people are tendering their sympathies to the wreiched aad
lost in heathen lands.”
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SIAM AND CHINA. )

JoUmNAL or A RESIDENCE IN SiaM, AND oP A.VOYAGE ALONG THE COAST oF Cmiwa
10 MANTCHOU TaARTARY, BY THE REv. CusaLEs GUTSLAPP.

The following extracts from the Rev. Mr. Gutzlafi’s interesting
Journal, continued from p. 409 of our work, complete the account
céf his progress to Teen-tein, the sea—port of Peking, the capital of

ON the following day fav ble winds continued till we reached the channel of For-
mosa (or Tae-wan). This island has Bourished 'Fnatly since it has been in the possession
of the Chinese, who go thither, generally, from Tung-an in Fuhkeen, as colonists, and who

in  livelibood by trade and the cultivation of rice, nugar, and. camphor. Formosa

El several deep and spacious harbours, hot all the entrances are extremely shallow.
The trade is carriedon in small junks belonging to Amoy.; they go to all tlemn
ports of the island, and either return loaded with rice, or go up to the north of China
with sagar. The rapidity with which this island has been colonised, and the advas-
tages it affords for &e colonists to throw off their allegiance, have induced the Chinese
government to adopt restrictive measures; and no person can now emigrate without s
permit.  The colonists are wealtl.ué, and anruly ; and hence there are numerous revolts,
"which are repreased with great Jifficalty, becaase the leaders, withdrawing to the moon-
tains, staud out aguinst the lgvernment to the very uttermost. In no part of China wre
oxecutions so fre'gnent.u hey are here ; and in no place do they uce a less sale-
tary iofluence. The lilernti are very ful ; and people in keen sometimes
send their sons to Formosa to obtain literary

Northerly winds, with a high sea, are very frequent in the channel of Formoga,
When we had reached Ting-hae, in the department of Fah-chow-foo, the wind, becom-
ing more and more adverse, compelled us to change our course ; and fearing that
weather would overtake us, we came to anchor venr the island of Ma-oh {or Hn-au;,
on which the goddess Ma-tsoo-po is said to bave live Here we were detained some
time. ‘The houses on the coast, are well built; the people seemed poor, but honest ;
and are principally employed in fishing, and in rearing gourds.  Their country is very

k.

rocky.

A ,few miles in the interior are the tea hills, where thousands of people find employ-
meut. The city of Fub-chow-foo, the residence of the governor of Fuhkeen and Che-
keang, is large and well built  Small veasels can enter the river; the harboor of Ting-
hae 1s deep, and very spacious. We saw there numerous junks laden with salt, also
sowme fishing craft. .

When we were preparing to leave the harbour, another gnle came on, and forced us
to anchor; but instead of ing an excelleot anchorage which was near to ns, &
station was selected in the neighbonrhood of rocks, wlhere our lives were placed m
great dnnser. The next day the storm increascd and the gale became a 0, which
threatened to whelm ns in the foaming billows. The junk was exposed to the unmited
fory of the winds and waves, and wo expected every moment that she woald be dashed
in pieces. The rain soon began to descend in torrents, and every part of the veasel
was thoroughly drenched. .

For several daya Egyptian darkness hung over us: with com L oould loek
wp to God our Saviour, coald rejoice in his promises, and was fully confident, that he
would neither leave nor forsake ns. J was almost the only person who ventared on
deck ; for it is cust y with the Chi , in bad weather, to take shelter and re
inthe cabins, till the tempest is over. At the h’;reugnt juncture, they waredupeﬁ:
their cares by sleeping and &pinm--mokm‘. _Notwithstanding all this, they formed a

priacipally on account of the riches which they sapposed me to p , to sink

the junk, to seize on the money, and then (o flee in a small boat to the neighbouri
shore. Having gained some information of their designs, Ileft my cabin and dkes
pear them with wonted cheerfulvesa. The nngluden sceing this, and observing the
approach of a Canton junk at the same timo, desisted from their treacherons acheme. .
t was most evident that these heroes in wickedness were cowards ; they trembled,
their sourage failed them, in the hour of mpproac death. For ten days we
werTe in sus, tween life and death ; when, at length, God in his mercy sent agnin
kis wun to uﬂ:'ne, and clothed the firmament with bmxitntu. I could now feel with Noah,
and render praise to God our great benefactor. lo I was thus engaged, some ofowr
fellow- ngers went on shore ; unconscious of the object of their vist, i was rather
punlul

when | saw them retorning in their state dress : bat soon suspected, (what was
tres,) that they had boea to the tample of Ma-tsoo-po, to render homage o their pro-
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tectress. At such an sct of defiance, sfter such a =i deliverance, 1 was highly
indignant, and reboked them ly. Onue of them beld his peace ; the other ackuow-
ledged his guilt, and promised, in futare, to be more thankful to the Sapreme Raler of
all thi He remarked, that it was only a_pilgrimage to the birth-place of the gs
dess, and that he had only thrice prostrated himself before ber . I told
that ou account of such conduct be had great reason to fear the wrath of God
overtake him ; when be beard that, be kept a solemn silence. .

The temple of Ma-tsoo-po is not very splendid, though it has been built ata
expense. riests are numerous, well maintained, the number of
very great. n we were about to sail, a priest came on board w'lth
sticks and ivcense, which, being sacred to the goddems, had power, it
t& pdd:he v:nrl guinst imminent dangers. .de hzld upil::ioum a o

s, and was eloqueut in trying to persunde ¢ e large
The priest belonging to our junknmhﬁm, “ We are aiready sanctifiod, aad
L o bt cafuinces of raviog haage lo ghepr godkders; amd
opportunity to remark on sinfuloess ol iog homage w IR
mindod them bow, during the storm, the idor ook and would have fallen into th
sea, if they had not t it with their own hands. The priest, anxious {o mmictam
his grouad, seid, *“ Ab! she was angry.” I replied, * She is weak—away with an jmage
.lhtc,-not protect itself—cast it into the sea, and let us see if it has power to rescae

The people from the tea plantations, who came on board our junk, were civil, sd
characterized by s -implicit; of mapner which was very commendable. I cemversed
muoch with theni asked them many questions ; and was pleased with the propriety esd
correctoess of their answers.

Before we left Namoh, our captain, the owner of the jwnk, attracted by the pleaswes
of domestic life, had charged his uncle with the mamagement of the vessel and left w
This new captain was av elderly man, who had read a great deal, could write wih
readiness, and was quite conversant with the charncter of Europeans. Theee gesd
qualities, however, were cloaded by his ignorance of ny:ﬁ:.‘ , and by his hahatsal
Foguisl His younger brother, a proud man and wi exper , WaS & mare
drone. Hehada cough, and was covered with the itch ; and my mess-mals,
be was exceedingly annoying, and often spoiled our hest meals. Our duily food was
rather sparing,—it consisted princigully of rice and of salted and dried vegetables.
‘When any thing extra was obtained, it was seized so Mmﬁlﬂ my glesnings were
scanty indeed; yet I trusted in the Lord, who sweetened the most meagre meals, and
made me cheerful and bappy ander every privation. .

. Alarge party wes, at one time, formed sgainat me, who dw

as a mluion:hrz. My Books, tt:y said, were ::t wanted at Teen-tsin ; | f-»':
priests epough ady, and they had lo made every needful provision
people. Andas foriyodjcd nnd,ythcre I;ger.:‘l:ndndlof doctors, who, rather ths
allow me 10 do it, would gladly take charge of the poor and the sick.  Morvoves, they
all expreased their fears that I should become a pnml,—who are very names-
ous througbout China. Bot when I told them that I p ed as the servant ﬁ
to (the Sopreme Ruler), and did not fear the wrath of man in a good canse, they
their peace. By a reference to the immonlity of their lives, I could oasily sileace of
their objections;—' If you are really under the influence of the transfnrming laws of
the celestial empire, as you all afirm, why do those rules prove 80 weak a restruint o
your vicions practices, whilst the G-ol'pe{ of Christ presarves its volaries from wicked-
Deas and crime ?” They replied, “ We are indeed sinners, and are lost irremedinbly.”—
“ But,” I inquired, *“ bave you pever read the bookn I gave you, which ,assure us thet
Jesus died for the world ?°—*Yes, we have ; but we find that they contain mech whid
does not accord with the trnth.” To show them that they were rwroag, I took owe of
the books of Scripture nnd went through it, sentence by sentence, them thet
the Gospel was not only profitable for this life, but also ~ for the life to come. This pre-
cedure pat them to shame ; and from that time they ceased to offer their objections,
and admitted the correctness of the principles of the Gospel and their happy temdeney
on the human heart. .

Assoun as we bad come in sight of the Chu-san (or Chou-shan) islands, which are
in lat 29* 22° N., we were again becalmed. The sailors, anxious to , collectsd
among themselves some gilt paper, and formed it into the shape of a juak ; and, afler
marching awhile in procession to the peal of the gong, lnunched the paper-junk into the
wea, but obtained no change of weather in consequence of this superstitious rite ; the
calm still continued, and was even more oppressive than before.

'The city of (Chu-san or Chou-shan), situated in lat 3¢ 26' N., has fallen into decay,
Since it Bas ceased to be visited by Eurepean vemsels; its harbour, howeves, is the
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rendesvous of a fow native junke. Ning-po, which is situated a short distance westward

of Cha-sap, ia the principal emporium of Che-ke province. Native vessels, belong-.

to this place, are generally of aboat 200 tons burden, and bave four oblong sails,

rhich are made of cloth. These vessels, which are similar to those of Keang-pan pro-

vince, trade mostly to the north of China ; copper cash, reduced to about one-half the va-
Jno of the carrenc , is their principal article of export

About the 20th of August, we reached the moath of the river Yang-tsse-keang, on
the banks of which stands the city of Seang-hae (Semg-hc-heelz,'dne emporium of
Nanking, aod of the whole of Keang-nan province ; and, as far as native trade is
concerned, perhaps the principal commercial city in the empire. Itis laid out with
great taste ; the temples are very numeroas ; the neat and comfortable ; and the
mbabitants polite, though rather servile in their manners. Here, as at Ning-po, the
trade in chiefly carried on by Fub-keen men. More than a thousand amall veasels go up
to the north, several times annually, exporting silk and other Keang-nan manafactures,
and importing pens and medical drugs. Some fow junks, owned by Fub-keen men, go
to the Jodian Archipelago, and return with very rich cargoes.

Tt was with great difficalty thatwe reached the extremity of the Shaa-tu ,
in lat. 3 23 N.; and when we did so0, the wind continuing unfnvonllﬁ)ie, we cast
anchor at Le-to (Le-taou, anisland in the bay of Sang-kow), where there is a spacious
and deep barbour, surrounded by rocks, with great shoals on the left side. This
was on the 23rd of August There were several vessels in the harboar, driven thither
by the severity of the weather. At one extremity of Le-to harbour, a small town is
sitoated. surroanding country is rocky, and productive of scarcely any thing,
except a few fraits. 'l‘he%oum are built of granite, and covered with sea-weeds ;
within they were very poorly furnished. The people themselves were rather neat in
their appearance, and polite in their manners, but wot of bigh attainments. Thoagh very
little conversant with their writlen character, the’l{ pevertheless spoke the mandarin
dialect better than I had ever before heard it ey seemed very poor, snd had few
means of subsistence; but they appeared industrions, and laboured hard to gain =
Livelibood. [ visited them in their cottages, and was treated with much kindoess,—even
invited to a dinner, where the principal men of the place were present.  As their atten-
tion was much attracted towards me, being a stranger, I took occasion to explain the
yeason of my visiting their country, and amply g'rlti?:d their curigsity. They paid me
visits in retorn ; some of them called me Se-yang-tase, ‘ child of the western ocean ;*
and others a foreign-born Chinese; but the major part of them seemed to care little
about the place of my nativity.

Apples, grapes, and some other fruits we found here in abundance ; and such refresh-
meuts were very acceptable, after having lived for a long time on dry rice and salt

tables. le also were plentiful and cheap. The common food of inbabitants
is the Barbadoes millet, called kaou-leang ; they grind it in a mill, which is worked b
asses, and eat it like rice. There were several {mdn of the leang grain, which diff
considerably in taste an well as in sise.

Some sales were made here, bnt the people were too to trade to any consider-
able extent It is worthy of remark that, in the very neighbourhood of the place where
Confucius was born, the moral precepts of that sage are (as 1 had opportonity to witness)
trampled n, ll;;l, even when ret{lerred ul) lr; genteudw with scorn. Here our ui(:oll-:,
espocially those who weat to visit the temple of Ma-tsoo-po, were aguin ensnared by
wntchelwomen——the most degraded beings I ever beheldl.» Bat the poor fellows soon
felt the ¢ vences of their wicked conduct; for some of them had not only to sell
their little stock of merchandise, but were also visited with loathsome disemse. Often
did they lament their folly ; and as often did they remark, that they had no power to
become better men. A disgrace to human nature—a scene st which even the corrupted
heart of man revolts,—girls scarcely twelve years of age were ﬁen up to the heastly
passions of the men! Some of my fellow-passengers, when they recovered their
senses, felt keenly the stings of conscience. Captain Eo was amoug this namber;—* I
am a forlom wretch,” said he ;  in vain I strive agninst vice, every day brings me vearer
eternal destruction.” Th he endeavoured to stifle remorse, by placing an idol in
his cabin, and by repeating his  O.me-to-Fub” (i e. Amida Budxn_ , an expression
which commences most Eyen to that deity), yet all his efforts were in vain; bis heart
became more dopraved, his superstitions more strong, end he seemed utterly incorrigi-
ble. He would often remark, as J sat with bim in his cabin, talking about the Gospel
of Christ,—* 1 have no friend; all my vicious oomnniou forsook me when I was
wreched on Pulo Way; the fictle property 1 pow have is only sufficient to support
myself alone; but I have a family at home, who are looking to me for soppost, wEn.le I
um givieg wyself up to folly and vice.” The body of this poor man was emaciated, and
hpul: most of his time in slsep. Occasionally he would enter ialo cosvermation
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with captain Hae, his neighbanr, who was  great proficient in iniquitons echemes and
practicea.  In conversation, during the nigh(-‘t'i‘me, my would relate to ench other the
particalars of their feats; it was painful to hear their varrations, e?-cnlly when |
remembered that, in the case of En, they proceeded from the lipsof & -beaded
map, who, after a wicked life of more thav sirty years, was fast vergiog to grave.
O what maust be the compaoy of hell, where all the heroes of wickedness mret, od
bold etermal intercourse, making daily progress in sin!

Although my sentimeuts were cntirely at variance with those of Eo, be fre
showed me marks of real kindness, lamented my lonely state, snd feared that |
fall a prey to wicked men, becnuse 1 was over-righteous, He wounld sormetimes give
me acconnts of fog'n y, according to the popular notions of the Chinese, which he
considered us the only correct ones, and ours as altogether erroncoun. As bhe wmsa
painter be drew a map, in which Africa was placed near Siberia, and Cores in the
meighbourhood of some unknown country, which he thooght might be America. Thosgh
his ideas were ridiculous, he p d a good understanding: and had he not been
debased by idolatry and crime, be might have formed a talented and usefal member
of society. But, alas! Satan first debars God’s creatures from improvement, and thea
redoces them to the level of brutes.

The vessels of the last English embasny touched, il seems, at Le-to, and their etay
there was still fresh in the recollection of the natives. They fm;nen!ly refeyred to those
majestic ships, which might have spread destruction in every direction ; and to this day
they are over-awed and tremble, even at the mention of the Kea-pan® ships, as Eoro-
pean vessels are denominated. [ was closely questioned on this subject, but as I was
not well informed respecting the expedition, 1 could give them no satisfactory umswers;
T wus able, however, by describing the character of Eonropeans,in some degree, o
quiet their minde.—** 11,” said [, *“ they had come {o injnre you, they would have dowe
so0 immediately ; bot asthey ceme and went awny am‘ly, they ought to be consi-
dered as the friends of the Chi » Myr i ,,Towe\'er. was of little avail ;—
“ They were not traders,” they replied; “ il they had been, we should have haile
them as friends; bot they came with guns, and ms men never doany thing withost
design, they must have bad some object, und that object must have been conquest
Those mandarins who did not inform !i:e Emperor of their arrival were severely ps
nished ; and how could this have been done, if he had not perceived an ultra design ™

‘Europe is supposed, by :'Eroeat majority of the Chinese, to he « small country, febe-
bited by a few merchants, speak diﬂ{nnt languages, and who maintain themselves
priucipally by their commerce with China, With a view to correct their ideas. I gave
them some acconnt of the different nations who inhabit Earope, but all to no parpose ;
the popular belief, that it is merely a ymall island, containing only a few thousands of
inhabitants, was too strong to be removed.

They were anxious, however, to know from whence all the dollars came, which are
brought to China; and when T told them more of the western world, they expressed a
wish to go thither, because they thought gold and silver must be as abundant there, ax

nite 18 in Chioa; but when I tofd them that in going thither they could see no land

or many days, they became unwilling to engage for snch a voyage ;—*“ For where,”
they earnes I inquired, “ shall we take shelter and come to anchor, wheun storms aver-
take us? And whither ahall we find refoge when once we are wrecked 7

Though they soon abandoned the idea of visiting Europe, they were atill desirows to
guin some more information about dollars, and requested me to teach them the art of wak-
g them of tin or lead ; for many of them believe that the English are able, bry a certain
process, to change those metals into silver. As they considered me an adeptin every
art, except divinity, they were much disappointed when I told them, that ¥ neither m-
derstood the secret, nor believed that there was any mortal who did. This statemest
they discredited, and maintained that the E: |il‘ as they were rich wnd had many
great ships and splendid factories in Canton, o had no means of obimining riches
except by this art, must of necessity be able to change the inferior metals intn gold.
This same strange notion is helieved iu Siam ; and I have been enrnestly im by
individuals to teach them this valuahle art ; silver ore has been sent to me alao with the
request, that I would extract the silver, and form it into dollars. The reasom of their
so frequently conspiring aguinst me seems to bave been, that I acted with liberality and
honesty towards every one, and did not engage in trade ; and hence they mfe that
I made silver and coined money, and by these means had always a stock on band, e
cient to defray my expenses.

* We are unable to ascertain the meaning of this term Kea-pan. Tt may perbaps
be derived from Captain or some other foreigp word. N v
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Aftor staying several days at Le-to, we aguin got under weigh; but the wind being
still unfavourable, we procecded slowly, and on the 2nd Sept. came to anchor in the deep
and spacious harbour of Shan-so. The town from which this harbour takes its name,
:Jlunntly situated, and its environs are well cultivated. The people were polite

industrions; they manufactare a sort of cloth, which consists partly of cotton, and
partly of silk ; it is very strong, and finds e ready sale in every part of China. They are
wealthy, and trade toa coosiderable extent with the junks which touch here on their
way to Teen-tsin. Many junks werein the harhour at the same time with ours, and trade
was very brisk. On shore refreshments of every description were cheap. The people
seemed fond of horsemanship ;: and while we ‘were there, ladies had horse.races, in
which they greatly excelled. The fame of the English men-of-war had spread couster-
nation and awe among the people here: and 1 endeavoured, so far as it was in my
power, to correct the erroneons opinions which they had entertained.

Vice scemed as prevalent here as at Le-to ; the sailors borrowed mobey in advance,
and before we left the barbour, every farthing of it was expended ; I predicted to them
that such would be the consequence of their vicious conduct ;—that iction was now
fulfilled, the poor fellows became desperate, and, as they bad o other object on which
to vent their rage bat mysell, they exceedingly wearied and annoyed me.—Did J ever
offer an earnest prayer to God, it was at this time ; I besought him to be gracious to them
and to me, auvd to meke a display of his almighty power, in order to convince them of
their nothingness, and to console and strengthen my own heart. The following morn-
ing the weather was very sultry ; I was roused from sleep by loud peals ofI;i:mder,
and soon after 1 had awaked, the lightning. strock our juok ; the shock was awfully
tremendous ;—the masts had been split from top to bottom, but, most mercifully, the
bull had received oo injury. This event epread consternation among the sailors, and
with dejected countenances, they scarcely dared to raise their heads, while they looked
on me as the servant of Shavg-te, and as one who enjoyed his protection. FProm this
timo they ceased to ridicule me, and on the other hand treated me with great et —
The clements seemed, at this time, to have conspired against us; winds and tide were
contrary, and our progress was scarcely percql:t‘:rle.

In the neighbourhood of Shan-so is Kan-chow, ove of the principal ports of Shan-tung.
The trading veasels anchor near the shore, and their supercargoes go to the town b
a small river. There is here a market for Indian and European merchandise, aimostall
kinds of which beara tolerable price. The duties are quite low, and the mandarins
bave very little coolrol over the trade. ' It may be stated that, in general, the Shan-tung

ple are far more honest than the inhabitants of the southern provinces, thongh the
r:t:er treat them with disrespect, as greatly their inferiors.

On the 8th of September, we passed Ting-ching, a fortress situated near the shore,
on the frontiers of Cl;ihle and Shan-tmn gprovinces ; it seemed tobe a pretty large place,
sarroanded by a high wall. We saw some excellent plantations in its vicinity, and the
country generally presented a very lively aspect, with many verdant scenes, which the
wearied eye seeks for in vain, on the naked rocks of Shnn-lnns.

On the gth, we were in wnt danger. Soon after we had anchored veur the mouth
of the Pei-ho (or Pih-ho, the White river), a gale suddenly arose, and raged for about
six bours. Severnl junks, which had left the harbour of Le-to with us, were wrecked ¢
but a merciful God preserved our vessel. As the wind blew from the north, the agree-
able temperatore of the nir was soou changed to piercin% cold. Thongh we were full
80 miles distant from the shore, the water was so much blown back by the force of the
wind, that a man could easily wade over the sand bar ; and our sailors went oatin dif-
ferent directions to catch crabs, which were very numerous. But in a few days after-
wards, a favouruble south wind blew, when the water increased and rose to the point
from which it had fallen. In a little time large numbers of boats were seen coming from
the moath of the river, to offer assistance in towing the junk in from the sea.

“We had approached a considerable distance towards the shore before we saw the
land, it being almost on a lovel with the sea. The first objects which we could discern
were two small forts ; these are sitoated near the mouth of the river, snd within the last
few yeara have been considerably repaired. The vatives, who came on board, were
yuther rude in manners, and poorly clothed. Scarcely bad we anchored. when some
opimm_dealers from Teen-tsin came along side. They stated, that in consequence of the
beir of the crown having died by opium smoking, very severe edicts had been published
aguinst the use of the drug, and that because the difficalty of trading in the article at the
city was so great, they had come out to purchase sach quantities of it as might be for
sale on board our junk.

The cotrance of the Pei-ho presents nothing but sceves of wretchednees ; and the
whole adjacent country seemed to be as dreary as a desert.  While the southern winda
blow, the coast is often overflowed fo @ comsiderable extent; and the country mora
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inland affords very littte to attract attention, being diversified only by stacks of aalt, and
by numeroas tumuli which mark the abodes of the dead. The forts are nearly egoare,
and are sarrounded by single walls; they evince very little advance in the art of forti-
fication. The e told me, that when the veasels of the last English embassy were
unchored off 'ei-bo, a detachment of soldiers—infantry and cavalry—was sent
hither to ward off any attack that might be made. The impression made on the minds
of the people by the appearance of those ships in still very perceptible. Ifrequently heard
mltnined remnrul; concerning barbarian ﬁl'etrI::"E"lm: thir;tl:;er conq:;:hs:, mixed

i logi on the equitable government o nglish at Siogapore. people

woodered how a few ba;hriano, without the transforming influence of the celestial em-
ire, could arrive at a state of civilization, very little inferior to that of * the middle
[ingdom.' They rejoiced that the water at the bar of the Pei-ho was too shallow &
afford a passage for men-of-war, (which, however, is not the case ; when the south wind
prevails, there is water enoogh for ships of the largest class;) and, that its course was
too rapid to allow the Boglinh vessels to ascend the river. While these things were
mentioned with exoltation, it was remarked by one who was preseot, that the barbariam
bad * fire-ahips,’ which cnuld proceed up the river without the aid of trackers; this
remark 18; astonished them, and excited their fears; which, however, were quieted
when 1 assured them, that those barbarians, as they called them, though valiant, woald
mever make an attack unless provoked, and thatif the celestial empire never provoked
them, there would pot be the lenst cause to fear. °
oar visitors here were numerous, they cared very little about me, and treated
me in same manner as they did the other passengers. Most of the inhabitants, who
reside pear the shore, are poor fishermen ; their food consists, almost exclusively,
Barbadoes millet, boiled like rice, and mized with water in various proportions, accord-
ing to the circumstances of the individuals;—if they are rich, the quantity of water is
smal), i poor, as is usnally the case, the quantity is large. They eat with astonishing
rapidity, cramming their mouths full of millet and salt vegetables,—if they are fortumate
enough to obtain any of the latter. Most of the inhabitants live in this way ; and culy
a fow persons who are wealthy, and the settlers from Keapg-nan, Fub-keen, and Canton
inces ewjoy the luxnry of rice. In a district so sterile as this, the poor inhabitants
r hard and to little purpase, in trying to obtain from the pmd,ucﬁonl of the soil the
means of subsisteunce.

The village of Th-koo, near which we anchored, is a fair specimen of the architectare
along the banks of the Pei-ho,—and it is ouly on the banks of theriver, !t::ﬁhont thess
dreary regions, that the people fix their dwellings. The houses are ge y low and
square, with high walls towards the streets : are well adapted to keep out the

percing cold of winter, but are coustructed with little to couvenience. The

s of all the inhabitants, however rich, are built of mud, excepting omnly those of
the mandarins, which are of hrick. The hovels of the poor have bat one room, which
is at the same time, their dormitory, kitchen, and parlour. In these mean abodes, which
to keep them warm, are stopped up at all points, the people pass the dreary days of
winter; and often with no other prospect than that of starving. Their chief enjoymest
is the pipe. Rich individuals, to relicve the pressi mnlnltﬁthe populace, sometimes
ive them small quantities of warm millet; and the Emperor, to protect them aguimst
ﬂe' 1 y of the , compassionately bestows on them a few jackets. 1 had
much canversation with these people, who seemed to be rude but y, poor but
cheerful, and lively bot quarrelsome. The ber of these wretched beings is very
greal, and many, it is said, perisb annually by the cold of winter. On_account of this
overflowing population, wages are low, and provisions dear; most of the articles for
domestic consumption are brooght from other districts and provinces; hence many of
the necemsnries of life—even snch as fuel, are sold at an enormous price. It is happy
for this barren region, that it is situated in the vicinity of the capital ; and that large
uantities of silver—the chief article of exportation—are constantly flowing thither
z-om Lhe other parts of the empire.

Some mandarins from Ta-koo, came on board our junk ; their rank and the extentol

their anthority were announced to us by a herald who preceded them. They came to
ive ns permission to proceed op the river ; this permission, however, bad to be bought
y presents, and more than half a day was occupied in mnﬂing the bargain.

Before welcft this place, I gave a public dinner to all on board, bonlh;‘raml‘!u and
sailors. This induced one of tg:ir company to intimate to me, that in order to conciliats
the favour of Ma-tsoo-po, some offeri IKO!Ild be mede to her. Ireplied, “ Never,
since I came on board, have I seen her even taste of the offerings made to her; itis
strunge, that she should be so in want, an to need any offerings from me.” * hnl,'
avswered the man, ““ the sailors will take care that nothing of what she refuses is
loat"—* It is better,” said I, ** to give directly to the sailors, whatever is intended far
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them ; and let ll-tl:;po, if she is really a goddess, feed on ambrusia, and Bot wpoa
the base spirits and food which yoo nsnl(ly place before her ; if she has any being, let
ber rr ide for herself; if she is merely an image, better throw her idol wm its
satellites into the sea, than have them here to incumber the junk.”—* These are bar.
barian notions,” rejoined my ant ist, * which are so d“arly rooted in your fierce

m! tagonist,
breast, as_to lead you to trample on the laws of the celestial empire.” —*' Barbarian
r ing is Jusive r ing,” I agaiu replied; “ If you are afraid o throw the
idol into the waves, I will do it, and abide the consequences. You have heard the
truth, that there is only one God, even as there is only one sun in the frmament With-
out his mercy, inevitable punishment will overtake you, for having defied Ais uathority,
and given yourself up to the service of domb idols ; reform or yon are lost!” The man
wn; silenced and confounded, and only replied,—* Let the sailors feast, and Ma-tsoo-
onger.”

PoAu 800D as wWe were again ready to proceed, atout thirty men came on board to assist
in towing the junk ; they were very thinly clothed, and seemed to be in t want ;
some dry rice that was given to them, they devoured with inexpressible delight
When there was pot wind safficient to move the jonk, these men, joined by some of our
sailors, towed her along aguinst the rapid stream ; for the Pei-ho has no regular tides,
but constantly flows into the sea with more or rapidity. During the ebb tide,
v;l;en there was not water enough (o epable us to proceed, we stopped and went on
shore. -

The large and numerous stacks of salt along the river, especially at Teen-tsin, cannot
fail to wrrest the attention of strangers. The quantity is very glt, and seems rufficient
to supply the whole empire ; ithas been accamulating during the reign of five emperors ;
aud it still continues (0 sccumulate. This salt is formed In vats near the sea shore ;
from thence it is transported to the neighbourhood of Twa-koo, where, itis com, y
piled ap on hillocks of mud, and covered with bamhoo mattings ; in this sitoation it
remains for some time, when it is fually put into bnsl and carried to Teen-tsin, and
kept fora rreat number of years, before it can be sold. More than 800 boats are con-
stantly emoployed in trausporting this article,—and thousands of persons guin a livelihood
by it, some of whom become very rich : the principal salt merchants, it is said, are the
richest persons in the empire,

Along the banks of the Pei-ho are many villages and tamlets, which are all built of
the same material and in the same style as at Ta-koo. Large fields of Barbadoes mim
pulse, and turnips were seenin the neighbourhood ; these were carefally cultivated
watered by women,—who seem to enjoy more liberty here than in the southern provinces,
Even the very poorest of them were well dressed ; bot their fect were much cram N
which gave Zem a hobbling gait and compelled them to use sticks when they walked.
The young and rising population seemed tabe very great. The ass,—here a rather small
and me! animal,—is the principal beast employed in the eulunﬁon of the soil.
The implements of basbandry are very simple, and even rude.  Though thin country has
heen inhabited for a great many centaries, the roads for their wmiserable i are
few, and in some places even a foot-path for a lonely traveller can scarcely be found,

My attention was frequently attracted by the imclil']th.ﬂ'cw-mn, ‘‘ wine tavern,”
whic{n was written over the doora of many houses. Upon inquiry I found, that the use
of spirituous liquors, especinlly that distilled from suA-/eang grain, wasvery general, and
intemperance with its usual cousequences very prevalent. It is rather ing that no

ine 18 extracted (rom the excellent grapes, which grow abundantly on the of the
;ei-bo, ard constitute the choicest fruit of the country. Other fruits, such asapples and
pears, are found here, though io kind they are not so nomerous, ead in quality are by no
means so good as those of Earope.

We proceeded up the river with t cheerfulness ; tho men who towed our junk
took care to supply themeelves well with rice, and were very active in their service.
Several junks were in company with us, and s quarrel between oar suilors and some
Fuoh.-keen men broke out, consequences of which might have been very serions.
Some of our men had already armed themselves with pikes, and were placing themselves
in battle array, when happily terms of peace were ed on by a few of the sevior mem.
bers of the party.—Several years ago a quarrel, which gm{lntad between two junks,
brought all the Fub-keen and Chacu-chow men iu the neighbourhood, inta action 5 both
parties fonght fiercely, but confined themselves principally to loud and boisterons alter.
cation ; the mandarins, who always know how to profit by such contentions, soon took ¢
lively interest in the affair, and by endeavouring to gain something from the purses of the

batants, i diately restored peace and tranquillity among them. Similar conse.
quences were feared in the sent case, on which account the men were the mory
willing to desist from the strife ; they were farther prompted to keep peace, by the
prospect of trading with some merchanis who bad come ou board for objoct. ls
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deed, as the voyage was undertaken for the purpose of trading, our men constantly
engeged in that business ; and when there were no opportuuities of trading with stran-
rs, the* woald carry on a traffick eamong themselves ; but, unhappily, their treasure

id not elways increase so fast as the cargo diminished.

My anziety was greatly increased by our approach to Peﬂng. A visit to the capital
of the Chinese empire—an object of po little solicitade, after nan{eperih, and much
loss of time,—was now near in prospect. How this visit would viawed by the
Chinese government, I knew not ; hitherto they had taken no notice of me : but a crisis
had now come ;—as.a missio anxious to prumote the welfare of my fellowcreatares,
-and more willing to be sacrificed in a great cause, than to remain an idle spectator of the

" misery eptailed ou Chiva by idolatry, I could not remain concealed at a place where
there are s0 many mandarins,—it was expected that the local authorities would interfere.
Almost friendless, with amall pecuniary resources, without any personal knowledge of
the country and its inhabitants, I was ?c;md to prepare for the worst. Considerations
of this kind, accompanied by the most reasonable conjecture, that | counld do nothing for
the accomplishment of the great enterprise, would have intimidated and dispirited me
if 2 power from on high bad not continually and graciously upheld and atren;ﬂlemti
me. Nuturally timid and without talent and resources in myself, yet by divine aid—and
by tAat alove,—I was foremost in times of danger, and to sach a degree, that the Chi-
nese sailors would often call me a bravado.

Fully persuaded that I was not prompted by self-interest and vain glory, bat bya
sense of duty as a missionary, and deeply impreased by the (ness and all-sofficiency
of the Saviour's power and gracious assistance enjoyed in former days, I groonded my
hope of security on protection under the shadow of Ais wings, aud my expectatioa of suc-
cess on the promises of kis boly word. It haslong boen the firm conviction of my. heart,
that in these latter days the glory of the Lord will be revealed to China ; and that, the
dragon heing dethroned, Christ will be the sole king and object of adoration thnu&-l
this extensive em'iire. This lively hope of China’s speedy deliverance from the thral-
dom of Satan by the hand of our great Lord, Jesus Christ—the King of kings,— to whom
all nations, even China, are given as an inheritance, constantly prompts me to sctics,
and makes me willing rather to perish in the attempt of curryi:g::t Gospel to Chima,
than to wait quietly on the fronticra—deterred by the numerons cles which seem to
forbid an entrance into the country. .

I am fally aware that I shall be stigmatised as a head-strong enthusiast, an unm

led rambler, who rashly sallies forth, without waiting for nny indications of Divi
vidence, without first secing the door opened by the hund of the Lord ;—as one fond
of novelty, auxiona to have a name, fickle in his purposes, who leaves a promising field,
and resless burries away to another,—all of whose endeavours will not only prove use-
less, bat will actaally impede the progress of the Saviour's cause. I shall not be verﬁ
auxious to vindicate mysell against such charges—thoagh some of them are we|
founded,—until the result of my lahours ahall ﬁ made known to my accusers. [ have
weighed the arguments for nn! aguiost the course | am endeavouring to pursue, and
bave formed the resolution to publish the Gospel to the inlabitants of China Proper, in
all the ways and by all the means which the Lord oar God appoints in his word and by
his providence ;—to persevere in the mostindefatigable manner so long as there remaine
any hope of success,—and rather to be blotted out from the list of mortals, than to behold
with indifference the uncontrolled trinmph of Satan over the Chinese. Yet still, I am
not ignorant of my own nothingness, nor of the formidable obstacles, which on eve:
side shut up the way, and impede our progress ; and I can only say,—* Lord, here
am, use me according to thy holy pleasure.”

Should any individual be prompted to extol my conduct, I would meet and repel
such commendation by my thorough i of p ing vot the least ment ;
let such persons, rather than thus vainly spend their breath, come forth, and join in the
holy canse with zeal and wisdow superior to any who have gone before them ; the field
is wide, the harvest truly great, and the labourers are few. Egotism, obtrusive moa-
ster ! —lurks through these pages ; it is my sincere wish, therefore, to be comsldrly
swallowed up in “gle Lord’s great work, and to lahour unknown and dis rded, che-
rishing the joyful hope, that my reward is in heaven, and my memwh avery
anworthy one, written in “ the book of life.”—Chinese Repository.
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EUROPE.
LonpoN MissioNany SocIETY.

The Subecribers and Friends to this noble Institution held their 39th Annual
Meeting at Exeter-hall, on Thursday, May 9. It was b;{nr the most numerous as-
sembly conveped during the present anniversaries. e weather was peculiarly
favouruble, and at an early hour every seat in the large hall was occupied. Num-
bers, however, continued to apply for sdmission, and it was found necessary to
open the galleries behind the platform. These were likewise filled ; and then the
Plan adopted on a former occasion was had recourse to, that of holding a second
meeting in the lower ball; but even this would not afford all the accommodation
required, and a large concourse of persons were obliged to return, regretting the
disappointment.

The services were commenced by singing, at the conclusion of which the Rev.
Mr. DovaLas offered up prayer. On the motion of Mr. Dyxn, THOMAS WiLsoxw
El'?.h;l‘m-urer, was called to preside.

Rev. WiLLiax ELL1s then proceeded to read an abstract of the Report, which
was in substance as follows: .

In the South Seas political distarbances have retarded the progress of the mission in
some of the l.eewn.rs Islands, and led, in one of them more particalarly, to both civil
and moral disorders; bnt even there the truly Christinn portion of the natives have
exhibited pleasing proof of the power of religion, in their commendable efforts for the
preservation of peace and the suppression of immorality. In the Windward Islands
the state of tranquillity has remained unbroken. The advantages of political and eivil
institations appear to be better understood, and the laws o be increasingly effective.
Commerce has been extended, and the caltare of some of the indigenons products of the
soil has advanced. The spiritoal state of the mission, as might he inierred from the
facts already stated, is not all that might be desired. If, bowever, in some of the na-
tives piety has declined, in others it has gained strength ; and it appears, that the mission
in some respects, rests on & firmer basis, and affords more soli ound for confidence
than ever. Cbina, Dr. Morrison and his two native assistants have scattered far and
wide, by means of the press, the imperishable seed of the Word. At the Ultra Ganges
Stations, the operations for disseminating Christian knowledge among the inhabitants of
the Malayan peniosula, the islands of the Indian Archipelngo. &c., have been carried
on with vigour, and not withoat visible The iops in the East Indies afford
greater encouragement than at any antecedent period. The disposition of the patives
to attend the preaching of the Gospel, the desire for education, and the spirit of inquiry
are on the increase, wiile the sathority of the Brahmins and the infl of Hindooism
continue to declive. The religious books of the mission are sooght for with avidity by
the people, while some of the more talented and better educated the Hindoos are
exposing the folly and condemning the evil tendency of their own. Indeed, the decided
hostility displayed by some of the latter against the Hindoo system, threatens its en-
tire overthrow : for which issue the natives generally arc ina t measure prepared,
by the increase of knowledge, the decline of prejudice, and tfe“ national expectation
widely cherished by the Hindoos, that their own religion must soon give way to one of
a purer character.  We are happy to add, that the Native assistants are becoming in-

ingly effective in the wor{ of the mission; while the English resideots, who in
great numbers receive the truth in the love of it, multiply the chanuels for conveying the
water of life among the natives. At St. Petersburg the church still fAourishes, and
nbounds in love and good works. In Siberia the work is p ing; and itis
the permission granted to print the Mongolian Scriptures, will become the harbinger of
light and joy to many. At Corfu the work of educativn is advanciog, and extending to
peighbouring islands. At Malta the important labours of the press have been carried oa
as asual. it several of the stations in South Africa, there is & coansideruble advance-
ment in spiritaal religion, and in civil and social improvement. The formation of a
printing establishment at Laitakoo, and of infant schools at many, and of ternperance
sncieties at some of the stations, scem to mark the beginning of a new era in the his
of the South Africeu wisai The Hotteutots who, from two of the society’s princi-
stations, a few years ago removed to the neutral territory, have asserted their claim

a respectable station in pnenl society, by their intelligence, activity, and the evi-
dence of prosperity exhibited at their settlements. 7The painful events which bave
lately occurred at Mauritias have pelled the oiissi y to remove from the island.
At Madagascar the gover t bas interfered, we hope for a short time only, with the
Christian liberty of the newly-formed churches, hut has again thrown open the door to

dacati Those schools which had been closed for some years, have been refilled
with scholars, (increasing the aggregate number to aboat 6000,) and the work of instruc-
lion resumed with renewed vigour. The desir of knowledye is npﬂ&hﬂuﬂ'q, and
the demand for books proportiosably great. The Word of God has taken deep root in
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the island, and persons of sll clesses are rejoicing under its shadow. While the Chris-
tians of Britain have been exerting themeelves with commendable seal and vigour, t»
reatore the common rights and blessings of humanity to the slave, the God of all the
familics of the earth has voachsafed, beyond all former example, to prosper the labours
of the Society’s Missionaries in Bntish Guiuna, e:rcilll in Berbice. The thirst for
religious instruction in the latter colony, among both the free .coloared people and the
slaves, is also unprecedented.

The Ber of Missionary Stations and Oul-siations, belonging to the Socicty,in
;‘i’(fcnul parts of the world, Missionaries labouring at the same, §c.is as fol-
0s:
Stations and Out-statious, Missionaries, Native Teachern, &e.
%o;ntbnd&t;:,a . Sg . . l; . . (;
o anges,.. . . . .
7t Todies, .o RS V7 .. 29, s
Russia,. . . 4. .. 4. .. -
Mediterranean, . . . 2., - 2. v -
South Africa,.. .. 2% .. o 2B, .« 18
Madagascar and Maaritius,.. 3 .. .. b .. 93
British Guiana,.. .~ 6.. . 4.. |

220 93 64
making, with upwards of 400 Schoolmasiers, Ansistants, Catechists, &c. between 500
sud persons, more or less dependent on the Society, exclusive of (amilies.

The vumber of native churches is 64, and that of native communicants, 4,667 ; of
schools the number is 448, and that of scholars, 27,257. The vumber of prin%uh—
blishments is 13, from nine of which have been printed 260,060 books, includi 500

rtions of Scriptore, and from eleven stations, 113,237 copies of books hlv:ngeul put
1o circulation daring the past year.

The amount of the receipts of the Society, during the past year, including about 3,300L
contributed at the stations abroad, ia nearly 37,600/, and the expenditure, for the same
period, including that of the amount of the foreign contributions, which are spplied to
specific missions on the spot, neulxdl.GOOl. ; leaving a balance aguinst the Society of
upwardsof 4,000/. for the past year. An income of 45 000/., orabout 10,000{. annvally more

an the amount contributed in the United Kingdom, during the past year, will be required
to enable the directors to carry on the missions of the society,on lieir present scale of
operation, in en efficient and nﬁ-facwrz) manner. In conclusion, we must again remiod
our Christian friends, that the calls for help, from the South Seas, hg:. i
Amwerica, 8c., are namerons, loud, and urgent.

CHuncH MISBIONARY SoCIETY.

The thirty-third annive of this Society was celebrated at Exeter-ball, on
Tuesday, the 30th April—Sir R. H. Inglis in the chair. After prayer, the Secreta-
ry read the report, which commenced with a Christian tribute of respect to the
memory of the late President of the Society, Admiral Lord Gambier, A Nobleman
whose praise is in all the churches. Affectionate mertion was also made of the
lamented desths of Dr. Godfrey and James Stevens, Esq., Charles Elliott, Esq.,
and Thomas Bainbridge, Esy.—all warm friends of the society. Tle latter gen-
tleman has bequeathed the sum of .£1,000 three per cent. Consols in aid of the
great cause. ‘The receipts of the Church Missionary Society for the year ending
31st March, 1832, had been £40,750, and for the past year, £48,600, which, with
certain sums contributed for particular objects, will realize the very considerable
amount of £49,300. The students in the Mission College, Islington, are, in num-
ber, thirteen. The missionaries and catechists sent out during the year have been
nine ; and the whole number of missionaries and catechists, in connexion with the
Society, are 110. In West Africa, the Society labours g a population of about
21,000 liberated Negroes, of whom about 4,000 constantly attend the ministry of
the missionaries. Three thousand children and adults are receiving the blessings
of a Christian education, and 624 are enjoying the benefits of church fellowship.
At Malta the work of the Lord advances, more especially in the printing and cir-
culation of Tracts. In Arabic, 12,368 Tracts have been printed ; and in Greek,
23,393. The report noticed the safe arrival of Dr. Wilson, the newly-appointed
Bishop of Calcutta.

CunisTiAN INsTRUCTION SOCIETY.
The eighth annual meeting of this excellent institation, which has done so much
to rouse Churchmen snd Dissenters to & sense of their daty to their neglected
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neighbours, was held at Finsbury Chapel, on Tuesday evening, the 30th April—Lord
Henley in the chair, who, after prayer by Dr. Henderson, opened the meeting in a
neat, catholic, and impressive speech, much calculated to rouse attention to the
meeting, and to convince all that his Lordship was recommending an employment
to which he was by no means a stranger. The report, which was read by the Rev.
J. Blackburn, one of the secretaries, abounded in interesting disclosures. It re-
ported in the metropolis alone an aggregate of 63 associations, 1,297 visitors,
and 32,452 families, under a regular system of Christian visitation. By the labours
of the visitors, 89 weekly praver-meetings have been established, and 100,000 loan
tracts have heen put into circulation ; 568 copies also of the Holy Scriptures have
been distributed; 1603 poor children have been introduced into Sundsy or day-
achools, and 2,335 cases of distress have been relieved during the year. Six thou-
sand persons, at least, attend every Lord’s Day at the praver-meetings or preach-
ing stations of the society, which, with the regular visitation of 160,000 individu-
_als, shows in a striking light the value of the society. More than 100 towns and
villages have established associations on the plan of the Parent Society. The so-
ciety’s income during the past year has been £1,133 ls. 10d. The expeunditure,
including the amount due to the treasurer, has been £1,302 Bs. 9d., leaving the
institution in debt £169 6s. 11d. In the depository there are Tracts to the value
of £300, and the sum due for Tracts is £162.
BriTire AND Fomxien Scmoor Socimry.

On Monday, the 16th May, the twenty-eighth anniversary of this important in-
stitution was celebruted at Exeter-ball—the Right Hon. Lord John Russel in the
chair, who opened the proceedings of the meeting in a neat and appropriate speech,

The report was read by Mr. Dunn, and it detailed many facts of a nature highly
encouraging. The central Borough-school is in a state of great efficiency. Daring
the past year, 63 candidates have heen admitted into the institution, for the pur-
pose of acquiring the system, and of these, 51 bave been appointed to the charge
of schools. Eight schools have been supplied with teachers, and fifteen inission-
aries have been taught the peculiarities of the British system to fit them for their
futare labours. Fjfty-one schools have been opened under the auspices of the

- society, in those parts of the country where the late dreadful acts of incendiarism
were most prevalent. In France, 1,581 schools have been opened, in which
2,900,000 children are receiving the benefit of an education directly founded on the
word of God. In the Jonian Isles, 127 schools for boys have been opened, in which
4,962 interesting youths are daily instructed. The importance of such schools in
Greece can be better conceived than described. In Asia Minor, in the region of
the seven churches, in Southern and Western Africa, among the Hottentots, in
Macarthy’s Island, among the Foulah tribes, the British and Foreign system is ad-
wancing with encouraging hopes of ultimate success, We regret to perceive that
the funds of this admirable and unsectarian institution are totally inadequate to
meet the rapidly increasing demands made on the committee. The income last
year was £2,978 10s. 6d., and the expenditure £3,212 11s. 7d.

SounpAaY Scmoor Union.

The anniversary meeting of this society was held at Exeter-hall, ou Thursday,
the 2nd May—Lord Henley in the chair. His Lordship set forth, in a luminous and
Christian-like speech, the great benefits accruing from the Sunday-school system,
Mr. Lloyd, the Secretary, read a report of great interest, which clearly evinced the
rapid progress of Sunday-schools in France, Denmark, Malta, New South Wales,
and Southern Africa. In the United States of America alone, there are 9,187
Sunday-schools, 80,913 teachers, and 542,420 scholars. The accounts from the
‘West Indies are very encouraging. At bome, the total number of Sunday-schools,
in conaexion with the Union, are 11,275, in which 128,784 teachers are regularly
employed, and 1,158,335 scholars are receiviog instruction. The increase duriog
the past year has heen 329 schools, 12,468 teachers and 22,915 scholars. ‘The
sales from the depository during the past year have amounted to £7,030 3 24d.
The balance in hand on the benevolent fund is £278 6s. 10d. and of the Jubiles
fund £234 13s. 1d. During the last year and this, the sum of £915 has been
voted by the committee to aid in building rooms. for Sunday and day-schools, in
various parts of the country. A condition, bowerer, has been made in most cases
by the comnuniittee, that an effort shall be made in proportion to the sum voted ; so
that the baildings ruised will be worth at least £10,000.
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