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TIIE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVEH. 

]Jfarcli, 1834. 

1.-0n the Study of the Sam·ed Saiptures, with the mani­
fold advantages that result from it. 

IT forms no part of the design of the remarks here submitted for 
the reader's perusal to prove the authenticity and divine origin of 
the Scriptures ; these points, so often and so ably proved, will 
here be taken for granted, and we shall advance at once to shew 
the duty and advantages of a devout and diligent study of the 
word of God. Of all the precepts given to man by his ::\faker, it 
might be said, By keeping them the1·e is great reward ; they pro­
hibit nothing which in its own nature is not injurious ; they enjoin 
nothing which does not tend equally to the creature's happiness, 
and the Creator's glory. It is especially so in the duty of study­
ing the Scriptures, where pleasure and profit are so blended with the 
performance of duty, that it is almost difficult to say, whether it 
might not be set forth, rather as a privilege than a precept ; a reward 
rather than an injunction: "Blessed is the man who delighteth in 
the l:tw of the Lord, and in his law doth meditate day and night ; 
he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his .\eaf also shall not wither, and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.'' 

The duty and the advantages occurring from it are however 
sufficiently distinct to be viewed apart, and as it may tend to per­
spicuity thus· to view them, we shall consider them in t~is order. 

The Duty of studying the Scriptures may be established on se­
veral grounds, some of which are the following : It has the autho­
rity of the positive injunction of the Almighty." And these words 
which I command thee this day shall be in thine heart ; and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sit.test in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And 
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between thine eyes, and thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thine house and on thy gates." Deut. vi. 6-9. V t'ry 
similar, but still more emphatic, are the words of Joshua: '' Thill 
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book of the law slutll not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate tlH'rein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do ac­
cording to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way 
pro~pl'rour, :md then thou shalt have good success." Joshua i. O. 
The injunction of our Lord is, " Search the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of 
me . .,. John v. 39. Paul's advice to Timothy is, "Till I come, 
give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Medi­
tate upon these things ; give thyself wholly to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all." I Tim. iv. 13-15. The contrast, 
contained in a passage occurring in the second Epistle of Peter, 
stamps the Scriptures with a vast importance, and shews no less the 
duty of Christians to make them the subject of their continual 
study. Having spoken of the manifestation of the divine glory 
which he and James and John had seen and heard on the mount 
of transfiguration, he says, ",v e have also a nw1·e s-ure word of pro­
phecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the day-star 
arise in your hearts. Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private (self) interpretation : for the prophe­
cy came not in old time, by the will of man; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The intelligent 
reader ivill perceive, from the connection of this passage, that ac­
cording to the judgment of Peter, an inspired Apostle, the clear 
and certain light of the Scripture was a surer guide and a brighter 
light than even visions and extraordinary revelations from heaven : 
the one by its overpowering splendour, often disqualifying the 
mind to learn; the other, by its calm, clear, and self-convincing evi­
dence, leavi»g !lo room for hesitancy or doubt. 

The duty may be established on the dignified character of the 
Author of Revelation. One of the Psalms of David opens with 
this sublime and magnificent language: " The mighty God, even 
the Lord, bath spoken, and called the earth, from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down thereof." But the same style of expres­
sion might be used as a preface to the whole volume of Revelation ; 
for it " came not, in old time, by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." From such an 
Author what may we not expect; from so dignified a Councillor, 
who is at liberty to turn away his ear? When He speaks, " let tile 
earth keep silence before him." 

The admonitions of a parent are read with delight by every duti­
ful child, and the writings of a man of· a vigorous and luminous 
mind, of a large and powerful grasp of intellect, are seized with 
avidity by every lover of knowledge : the holy Scriptures are the 
true sayings of God ; that greatest and best of beings, that wisest 
and most affectionate of Fathers. "They were indited by his 
good and infinite Spirit, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
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the spirit of council antl might, the spirit of knowletlge and of the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit who scarcheth all things, yea even the 
deep things of God, They are the worch of him whose infinite 
knowledge makes it impossible that he should ever be deceived him­
self, and whose boundless goodness makes it equally certain he will 
never deceive others. 

The practice of those of God's people, who have been most emi­
nent for wisdom, and for piety, might be adduced as a ground of 
proof of the duty. The history of the church, whether as recorded by 
inspired or uninspired writers,scarcely furnishes an instance of a man 
of exalted and pre-eminent piety, or profound spiritual knowledge, 
but he has been a devoted and indefatigable student of the word 
of God. There is not a more remarkable feature in David's cha­
racter than this. The Scriptures are the perpetual theme of his eu­
logy, as they were the constant study of his life. "Mine eyes," says 
he, "prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word: 
I rejoice at thy word as one that findeth great spoil. I hate and 
abhor lying, but thy law do I love : seven times a day do I praise 
thee, because of thy righteous judgments." Almost the whole of 
the Psalms, from which these words are selected, is in the same strain 
of admiration of the word of God. Daniel was a man devoted to 
the study of the Scriptures, and it was from the diligent perusal of 
them that he was led to set apart a time for special prayer for the 
restoration of his people. Timothy was acquainted with the Scripture 
from his youth; and from a passage in the first Epistle of Peter, we 
learn that the ancient prophets inquired and searched diligently 
into the meaning of the word of God. And the Spirit of God has de­
clared the Jews of Berea to be more noble than their brethren, be­
cause they searched the Scriptures daily, to see if the things they heard 
were true. How much, it is to be feared, the conduct of those illus­
trious saints, who had only the Old Testament in their hands, will 
reprove many professing Christians, who with the volume of inspira­
tion complete, and all the facilities afforded in the present day for 
ascertaining its meaning, suffer themselves to remain, to a great 
extent, ignorant of its invaluable treasures. " Light is come into 
the world, and they love darkness rather than light." 

The Advantages accruing from a devout and diligent perusal of 
the word of God come next to be considered. 

There are two things in particular which make any writings va­
luable, and on account of which they ought to be studied ;-either 
first, because they convey interesting and important instruction; or 
second, they have a happy influence on our manners;-either 
inform theJudgment, or reform the life. Under these two divisions 
may be ranged most of the advantages to be obtained from a 
devout and diligent perusal of the Scriptures. In the first place 
they are an inexhaustible fund of interesting and important infor­
mation. We have not used these words at random, but intend to 
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return upon them for the purpose of illustrating and confirming our 
proposition. 

They are, we obsernd, a fund of information, and that of the 
most interesting character. The Bible gives us the history of a 
period, and that little short of 3,500 years, of which we know little or 
nothing from any other quarter : and of that period this volume con­
tains a lucid account of events tl1e most stupendous and important, 
and of characters the most interesting. Of the creation of all 
things, the formation of man, his nature, his ruin and recovery, of 
the customs, habits, and religion of the earliest progenitors of the 
human race, the birth of arts and sciences, the foundation of kinO'­
doms and empires, the general deluge, the repeopling of the 
earth and by whom, their dispersion into different quarters, with 
many other points interesting to every inquiring mind. \IV e should 
have been in next to total ignorance, had it not been for the histo­
rical records of Scripture. Herodotus and Thucydides, the earliest 
historians on whom any reliance can be placed, were contemporary 
with Ezra and Nehemiah, about 450 years before Christ, and 3,500 
from the creation of the world ; over that vast sea of time our only 
chart is the volume of Revelation. 

To the same book we are indebted for the earliest specimens, 
both in prose and verse, of composition. Ages before the period 
assigned to the siege of Troy, which forms the theme of Homer's 
celebrated poem, Moses had flung his hand across the harp of 
poesy, and from its trembling chords brought forth tones of most 
expressive harmony; chords which still vibrate with sounds of 
deepest pathos, truest sublimity, and unequalled grandeur. 

From the same source we derive our knowledge of several mo­
mentous facts relating to the government of God, which serve to 
illustrate and explain phenomena in the character and circumstances 
of man, and the general aspect of the world, which would otherwise be 
inexplicable, such as the prevalence of depravity, disease, and death. 
Taken therefore on this comparatively low ground, for how much 
information are we indebted to the sacred Scriptures! It was on 
this ground that Sir William Jones took them when he said of 
them, " I have carefully and regularly perused these holy Scrip­
tures, and am of opinion, that the volwne, independently of its di­
vine origin, contains more sublimity, purer morality, more import­
ant history, and finer strains of eloquence, than can be collected 
from all other books in whatever language they may have been 
written." 

The information contained in the holy Scriptures is not only 
interesting, but it is vastly important. It may be said. of it as Moses 
emphatically does of the law, "It is not a vain thing for you, 
because it is your life." Many of the subjects treated of in the 
volume of Revelation are such as human reason never could have 
discovered ; and others are illustrated, confirmed, and enforced by 
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representations, arguments, and motives, to which the mind of man 
was unequal. 

By the enemies of Revelation, strenuous efforts have been made 
to prove the sufficiency of what they call "nature" to lead man to a 
knowledge of God, and of his duty. In corroboration of this senti­
ment, they appeal to the sentiments contained in their own writings, 
which they profess to have derived from sources independent of the 
Scriptures. Nothing can be more unfair, uncandid, or distngenuou<; 
than such an appeal. Those writers would not, we should sup­
pose, with all their self-esteem, give themselves credit for possess­
ing minds of larger dimensions, or more comprehensive views than 
many of the s11.ges of heathen antiquity; at least of this we are cer­
tain, that their readers will not: but if not, how shall we account 
for the fact, that whilst on all other subjects they are only humble 
imitators of those ancient masters, on those of religion and morals 
they go so far before them? The solution lies near at hand: from 
their birth these men have been brought up in the midst of that 
general light and knowledge which the Scriptures, wherever they 
are disseminated, never fail to produce, so that truths too pure 
and too sublime for the loftiest flights, or the profoundest re­
search of unassisted reason, become the common property, the 
general stock of sentiments to a people blest with Revelation; who 
from their childhood imbibe them, unmindful and almost uncon­
scious of the fountain whence they flowed. You might as well at­
tempt to separate light from a sun-b~am, as the knowledge of God 
existing in a Christian nation from the truths of Revelation. 
Those truths are blended with our language, our literaturz, and 
our laws; with our habits, and customs, and manners; with our 
arts and sciences ; and they constitute a part of our national charac­
ter. But under such circumstances were these writers brought 
up; and it is easy to perceive whence they derived sentiments which 
they unjustly arrogate as the offspring of their own minds; they have 
stolen materials from the temple of Revealed Truth, with which they 
have garnished and adorned their own edifice; and their system, 
like a cloud of mist, is partially illuminated and tinged with splen­
dour by the beams of that sun which it strives to conceal. 

We have only to look at the sentiments entertained by the 
wisest heathens on subjects connected with religion, for a full con­
firmation of what has been advanced. What did they know of 
the nature of God and the character of his government? They 
speak of him as a God of power, wisdom, and justice; but as a 
God of holiness, of mercy, and of grace, they knew him not. They 
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for evermore. If however of His nature they knew little, of 
the method of reconciliation to him they knew still less. That 
they were conscious of the necessity of some expiatory sacrifice is 
obvious from the rites and ceremonies of almost all people. They all 
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speak the language of Scripture, ' ,vithout blood is no remission.' 
Traces of this doctrine are found in the language, the creed, and 
the monuments of nations far dispersed, 01· ages ago extinct. But 
whilst they felt assured that without blood there was no remission, 
they knew of no blood which would cleanse the conscience from 
the· guilt of sin. They multiplied the number and increased the 
Yalue of their victims ; but still felt that God was unappeased, the 
wounded spirit was unhealed, and the w1tters still overflowed the 
hiding place. 

In the Scriptures God appears glorious in holiness, whilst as a 
God of low, he comes forth in the person of his Son, ' reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.' 

To the wisest philosophers the invisible world was an immense 
chasm, a wide waste of waters, over which reason, like the bird let 
loose from the ark, wandered with weary wing, seeking rest, and 
finding none. To them all was doubt, perplexity, and despair. 

Their views of futurity were equally vague, indistinct, and un­
satisfactory. Some denied its existence, others admitted the future 
existence of the soul, but rejected the doctrine of the resurrection of 
the body ; whilst their descriptions of the engagements of departed 
spirits, even when wrought up by the poetical imagination of a 
'Virgil. want dignity: they are mean, contemptible and frivolous. 
But life and immortality are brought to light by Revelation, and so 
,ividly yet so soberly do the writers of that volume describe the sub­
ject, that we appear to have not so much a description in words as a 
picture ofthe scene. 

Probably the best part of the system of the ancients was their 
morality, hut this was miserably defective; some of the chief virtues 
in a creature, such as humility, modesty, and patience under insult 
and injury, are either classed with error, or entirely overlooked: 
others of an inferior order, are exalted to the first rank ; and the 
whole system wanted motives which should make it operate on hu­
man conduct. These, of the most sublime, most powerful nature, 
the Scriptures supply. They present motives which appeal to man's 
hopes and fears, his gratitude and self-love, and bring down all the 
terrors and all the transports of the judgment-day, to bear on the 
actions of the present moment. Those aimed chiefly to regulate 
the external conduct, these to transform the heart ; those to regu­
late the streams, these to cleanse and purify the fountain ; those to 
make man fit for a residence on earth, these to prepare him for the 
skies. 

There is another view which may be taken of the information 
contained in Scripture. Not only is it interesting and important, 
but inexhaustible; a mine of mental wealth, which runs the richer 
and the purer the farther it is worked. By diligent application it 
is possible soon to make ourselves completely master of all the 
thoughts and views contained in any other volume, and by way of 
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accommodation it maybe said,' He thatdrinkethat these waters will 
thirst again;' but he who comes to the Scriptures, drinks not only 
living water, but from a fountain which will never dry. Even in 
portions of the word of God, which we had imagined barren of in­
struction, how often has the devout reader discovered truths which 
were the food and solace of his soul '. As in all the works of their 
divine Author, the Scriptures seem to possess a kind of infinitude 
in either direction: in some sentiments which they develope there is 
a boundlessness and a grandeur which almost overpowers the 
limited conceptions of the human mind; and on the other hand, a 
propriety, and a justness, and a minuteness-a beautiful accuracy of 
thought, which fills the heart with wonder and admiration. We feel 
assured from their similarity that they must proceed from that in­
finite Spirit who garnished the heavens and clothed the lily of the 
field; breathed intelligence and moral greatness into the mind of 
an archangel, and formed the insect's wing: who weighed the moun­
tains in scales, and the hills in a balance, and gave fibres to every 
leaf, and to every blade of grass. 

Nor do the Scriptures ever become antiquated; we mean in 
thought and sentiment. In every department of literature books 
are constantly being superseded by new discoveries which render 
the old treatises useless, except as matters of curiosity to teach us 
what was once thought on the subject: but after all that has been 
written and discovered in these last days, what single statement of 
the Scriptures has been disproved? Discoveries which have shone 
into the darkness-hundreds of volumes of the works of men­
have only illustrated, and confirmed the word of God. And 
for history, for poetry, for morality, but above all for a 
complete system of religion which shall support the hopes, remove 
the fears, and satisfy the moral cravings of the human mind, and 
at the same time, stand the test of the most rigorous investigation of 
enlightened reason, with what book could we supply its place? "It 
has remained for ages a splendid and immutable fabric, which 
time could not crumble, nor persecutions shake, nor revolutions 
change; which has stood amongst us like some stupendous and 
majestic A ppenine, balanced on the base of its eternity; the solemn 
memorial of what was, the sublime prediction of what must be." 

Secondlr, The Scriptures have a happy influence on the con.­
duct. 

Few that are accustomed to make observation, can have failed 
to perceive how much the formation of character depends on the 
scenes, andsociety, and sentiments with which the mind is conver­
sant. If the objects of its familiar intercourse be mean, trivial, and 
unimportant, such will generally be the character of the mind and 
of the deportment. Hence the importance of having our compa­
nions and pursuits of a nature which shall expand, enlarge, refine, 
and ennoble, rather than degrade and demoralise the soul ; hence 
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aho the importance of ll judicious selection of the hooks which we 
rear! : for, next to the actual scenes in life, few things exert a more 
powerful influence on the conduct and the character, than the 
course of our reading. But with what volume can we make our­
seh·cs familiar, where we shall find precepts so just and holy, 
£xampks so henC',·olent and pure, or doctrines so sublime and 
affc,cting as the Bible. The natmal tendency of these, from the 
very character of the human mind, must be good. and the attentive 
rearln of Scripture will have observed how fully this tendency is 
recognised throughout that sacred volume. 

B_ut it must not be o~·erlooked, that whilst the Scriptures are 
admirably adapted as an mstrument to effect the pmposes designed 
by them. they are only an instrument; the excellency of the power 
is of God, and it is only as accompanied by the Holy Ghost that 
they become the means of salvation. Truth, however excellent, 
hmH'Ycr important, does not operate on the heart and life as a 
charm or talisman ; the heart is renewed and the life reformed by 
it ; but it is truth understood and believed, approved and obeyed, 
truth carried home to the heart by the Spirit of God. How ear­
nestly should we pray that the Holy Spirit might thus accompany 
divine truth to our hearts. \Vhen thus attended, it becomes the 
means of conversion. The Almighty can effect his gracious pur­
poses by any means: even the wrath of man shall praise him ; and 
the varied dealings of Providence are often employed to subdue the 
stubborn heart, and to turn the wayward will to God. But the 
more ordinary method is through the instrumentality of the word 
of God. " The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." 
" Of his own will begat he us by the word of truth." 

By the same means the s.>ul is sanctffied, or made to advance 
nearer and nearer to the moral image of God. " And now, bre­
thren," says the Apostle Paul," I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance amoug all them that are sanctified." " But God be 
thanked," says the same Apostle, "that ye were the servants of 
sin ; but ye have obeyed from the heart, that form of doctrine which 
was delivered you ;-(ye have taken the impression of that mould 
of truth into which ye were cast.) " Sanctify them by the truth, 
thy word is truth." . 

The holy Scriptures are also the armoury of the Christian, from 
whence he draws weapons both offensive and defensive. Having 
described the different parts of the divine panoply, the Apostle 
says :-" Above all, taking the shield of faith, whereby ye shall be 
able to quench the fiery d11.rts of the wicked; and take the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God." 

They are a source of consolation in trouble. Next to prayer 
nothing probably so allays the perturbations of the heart, calms 
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the tumultuous passions of the soul, or assua(7es the sorrows and 
the nngnish of a wounded spirit, like the dev~ut perusal of God's 
holy word. It is there we learn the design of afflictions, the 
source whence they proceed, and the manner in which they should 
he borne : it is there we are taught by precept and by example 
nllt to sorrow as those who have no hope, but to anticipate the 
rest which remains for the people of God: it is there that like 
Moses we rise to an eminence, from which we can look across tlae 
plains, and rivers, and fertile fields of the promised land. We may 
conclude therefore as we began, " Blessed is the man who 
dclighteth in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth meditate 
day and night; he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall 
not wither, and whatsoever he <loeth shall prosper." 

11.-An E,vamination and E.vposure of the Hindoo Shastras, 
and Defence of the Christian Scriptures. 

[ Concluded from page 84.] 

4.-Examination of the god S'wa. 
Many of you worship the God Siva, as he is called. Siva cut 

off the head of Bram ha, and thereby committed Brahma-hatya, or 
murder of Brahma; for this fault, in the guise of a mendicant, with 
the skull-bone cleaving to his hand, he wanders about begging. 

Also, it is related of him, that being pleased with the religious 
rites of Banasur, he became a porter at his door. It is also related 
that Bhasmasur sacrificed to him to obtain his blessing, that upon 
whose head soever he should lay his hand, he should be reduced 
to ashes. When Siva had given him this blessing, and Bhasma­
sur came to him to put his hand on his head, that he might 
destroy him and get his wife, Siva, being afraid of death, fled, and 
secreted himself in the flower called Sivalinga. 

It is also said of him, that he wears a dried skin of some beast, 
has a snake about his neck, rubs his body with ashes, and dwells 
in the places of the dead. 

Considering these and other things too abominable to be related, 
it appears, that as is Bramha, and as is Vishnu, so is Mahadeva. 
The whole of the works of Siva are contrary to the nature of God, 
and are disgraceful. There certainly is no intimation or evidence 
that he is a god. His practices are even below the nature of men. 
In his life, there is begging, door-keeping, fear of death, lustful 
practices, murder, and such like mean and shameful works, united 
to and flowing from him; and such cannot be the works of God. 

These are relations fit only to destroy the virtue of the youthful 
mind. 

Q 
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5.-E,mrnination o_f inferior gods, lS,-c. 
Besides these three gods, we must notice some of the infe1·ior 

ones. 
It is said, that Gunesha coming uninvited to a sacrifice of 

Daksha-prajapati, a Birabhadra cut of his head, and that when 
the gods could not find his head, it having been eaten up by adcmon, 
they placed an elephant's head on his body, and restored him to 
life. Afte1·wards, when Parvati came to the place of sacrifice, 
she became ashes, and Siva knowing this, came up in great wrath, 
and created a demon from his bunch of hair, which de&troyed the 
sacrifice, killed Daksha, and all who were assembled with him. 

Again, _your ~{artikeyasir ~as hon~ with s_ix heads in one body, 
from the six sacrifices of the six KartJkas. These Kartikas see­
ing so uncomely a figure, threw him aside, and as Siva and 
Parvati passed, they saw him on the grass, and took him up 
and kept him. 

Besides these, you worship several other gods, and many god­
desses, as Durga, Kali, Shyama, Chandi, Mangala, Bimala, 
Komalakyi, &c. and presenting offerings of goats, few ls, buffaloes, 
&c. rejoice in them, supposing you will obtain salvation; but if 
the foregoing gods be deficient in power to save, how can these de­
liver you? 

Moreover, there is among you the worship of serpents, the wor­
ship Df the aspen-tree, the worship of tools, weapons, &c. which 
things you salute; thus have you gods many. 

Hear now what Paul said to the Athenians~ as related in the 
holy book, " '\Ve ought not to think that the godhead is like unto 
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device;-and the 
times of this ignorance God winked at, but now he commandeth all 
men every where to repent." Again, to the Romans, it is written, 
that " they changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like unto corruptible man, and to birds, and four­
footed beasts, and creeping things. Who changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature instead of 
the Creator." Again, to the Corinthians, it is said, that " an 
idol is nothing in the world; and that there is none other God but 
one. But to us there is but one God the Father, of whom are 
all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things, and we by him." This Jesus Christ is the Mediator. 

6.-Examination of the Gurus. 
Have you examined your Gurus? They appear to travel all about 

the country for the purpose of demanding gif\s from those persons 
whom they suppose have wealth about them, while themselves are 
destitute of divine knowledge; and when these Gurus cannot 
succeed in obtaining the gifts they ask, they make pre~ences that 
they will injure the persons who refuse them. They are as wolves 



MAn. 1834] E.11posu1·e of the 1/indoo Shastra8. 117 

among sheep. These are injurious and not instructed Gurus. 
From your own books, which well describe the nature and tricks of 
the Gurus, it appears that they arc Gurus for their bellies, and 
not for the good of their disciples: Jesus Christ says of such, 
" Beware." Therefore to call such men your gods is certainly not 
less foolish than wicked. 

Moreover, the best instructions of your books your Gurus do 
not impart, and so they are of no service to you; but when Jesus 
Christ came, he in a public manner gave out his instructions to 
the people. The holy book mentions signs of a true Guru, 
which hear, "If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, hav­
ing faithful children, not accused of riot, not unruly, not self-will­
ed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, 
just, holy, temperate; holding fast the faithful word, as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and to convince the gainsayers. No novice, lest being intoxicated 
with pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Therefore, 
let them be such as are approved of by all." 

1,-Examination of Castes. 
Among you it is said, there are four castes, i. e. Brahmans, 

Kshetriyas, Vaishyas, and Sudras. You say the Brahmans were 
produced from the mouth of Bramha, the Kshetriyas from his 
arms, the Vaishyas from his thighs, and the Sudras from his feet. 
This both the Vedas and the Shastras declare. Now if these four 
classes were thus born in former times, why are they not born in 
the same way at the present? Again, who is the father and mo­
ther of Bramha, and what is his descent? As Bramha was of one 
caste, how comes it to pass that his sons are of four castes? Will 
not a tree be of the same nature as the root? so, the father being 
of one nature, how could the children be of another? How is this 
to be understood? You say the- mouth is the place of wisdom, 
and therefore the Brahmans were born from thence; the arms are 
the place of strength, therefore the Kshetriyas were born from 
thence ; the Vaishyas, from their sitting on their thighs to transact 
their business, were born from the thighs; and S(1dras, because 
they were doomed to labour, were born from the feet. In this 
manner is the birth of the four classes accounted for. Now, it is 
clear that this division or classification is according to their em­
ployment, and it is therefore improper to say that their descent is 
different. We see that at the present time the classes of men are 
still more diverse than they were in the beginning, which has evi­
dently arisen from the persecution of men and the sin of fornication. 
As these are all from the four classes, &o those four classes were 
of one descent, and only differred in employ. Behold, there are 
many kinds of deer, of birds, of beasts, &c. and wherever these 
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dwell, their descent it evident, for according to their forms and co­
lours, they are differently named ; but men were never of a diffe1·­
~nt nature, and therefore t.o call them by different terms is very 
improper. 

Hear then the true account. When God created the world he 
made a man, and called him Adam, and then a woman, who~ he 
called Eve, and from these two all mankind have sprung. This 
the holy book declareth, and hence therefore all mankind are of 
one descent. 

8.-E,mmination of various Rites and Customs. 
Among you, it is said, according to the following couplet,­

A Sudra is such by birth ; 
A Brahman is such by works,-

that by birth all are Sudras, but that by ceremonies people be­
come Dwija, or Brahmans; now according to this doctrine, sup­
posing these ceremonies to be performed on them, any person 
could become a Brahman. :Moreover, if Brahmans will eat from 
the hands of their own women, who in consequence of their not 
having attended to the ceremonies for making Brahmans, are no 
more than Sudras, what is the reason why they refuse to eat from 
hands of other classes, who are on a level with their own women ? 
Again, if as you say, there is no salvation to be had by practising 
ceremonies, but that salvation is attached to the cultivation of the 
knowledge of Bramha, then why do you not leave the practice of 
rites, and cultivate this knowledge? However, there is no salva­
tion either in ceremonies or knowledge without devotedness to God, 
and this some of your own books abundantly declare. To adduce 
extracts to this effect were endless. Suffice to say, that from many 
parts of them, it is clear, that extensive knowledge and numerous 
ceremonies, if unaccompanied with devotion, are as useless as a cow, 
which eats and drinks, but yields no milk ; the cultivators will suffer 
perdition. The holy book, though in a different way, declareth the 
same truth. Again, how can it be proper to say that no instruction 
shall be cultivated, except by Brahmans? for it is right that all men 
should obtain the knowledge of God. Instead of doing this, and so 
being ignorant of God, the people of _this countr;r serve and w?rship 
images; andhavemade mere ceremomes to serve mstead ofholmess; 
but to worship these images, which are made by the hands of men, 
and to salute them, is certainly very foolish in rational creatures. 
To perform in the name of such ima~es the ceremony of the bat~, 
to offer lights, perfumes, gold and silver ornaments; perform pil­
grimages, observe feasts, institute the dance of profligacy and 
other vanities, is certainly unworthy of men, and by such means 
none will ever attain divine knowledge. 

However, you say, that your Brahmans possess the images of 
stone and brass, &c. with life, and the divine presence, by their 
Jivanyas mantra; now let them try their skill with their man-



MAn. 1834.] Empos11,1·e of tlie 1/indoo Shasllas. lH) 

tras on a dead corpse, and let them restore it to life. This they 
cannot do, and therefore it is clear that their pretended life-giving 
mantras are all a delusion. 

Again, your Brahmans perform the ceremony of homa, or the 
offering of ghee to fire, that they may obtain the enjoyment of 
associating with the dissolute character named Rhambha. vVhat a 
shameful disclosure is this ! 'l'his ceremony is very likely to remove 
your sins! 

Again, for the salvation of your deceased friends, you, every 
year, feed the Brahmans, and offer water; but be assured, that they 
will not so easily obtain deliverance, for God will reward or punish 
them according to their works. 

You bathe, perform the evening and morning ceremonies, count 
your beads, perform austerities, offer gifts, perform charities, make 
vows-all these you perform. Also you visit holy places, as 
Tfrupati, Shriranga, Kanchi, Kalahasti, J aganatha, Benares, 
Rameswara;-to these you make pilgrimages;-also you wash 
in the Krishna, Kaberi, Tungabhadra, Godavari, Nermada, 
Ganga ;-also you build temples, open wells, plant trees, dig 
pools, give promiscuous feasts, offer different kinds of drink, &c . 
.By doing all these, as well as by gifts of cows, lands, the sixteen 
kind-gifts and the performance of the sixteen ceremonies, you 
suppose you will remove your sins, and secure merit : but be 
assured that by such works your sins will never be removed; the 
receivers only are benefited by such work. By way of purchase 
you cannot obtain salvation, for the things of this life are not your 
own, but you have obtained all from God, and therefore by gifts 
you can never purchase the kingdom of God, and if you hope 
to do so you will fall short at last. 

Besides, you have different gods, who are constantly disagreeing 
with each other, so that you do not know either your own acknow­
ledged gods, or the mode of their service. But, come, and I will 
show you the true path, and do you examine it well. All the 
forms and ceremonies which have been noticed are outward, and 
have no effect in purifying the heart. The holy book says, that 
the kingdom of heaven does not consist in meat and drink, but 
in righteousness, and peace, andjoy in the Holy Ghost. 

Jesus Christ will become your instructor. He is the eternal 
Son of God, and united in his own person godhead and manhood; 
and in this form became a holy incarnation. He came into the 
world to destroy our sins ; he kept all the holy laws of God, and 
then suffering the punishment of death, he offered his own blood as 
an offering to God, that he might appease his anger and deliver 
mankind. After death, on the third day he rose again, and show­
ed himself to his disciples ; and then while they still looked upon 
him, he entered his glorious kingdom, and now he is there as an 
intercessor for us. 
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Moreover, he said to his disciples, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature : he that believcth, and is 
baptiz('d, shall be saved; but he that believeth not, shall be damned. 

Therefore, think upon what he has done for you, l'epent of your 
sins, and by believing in his name, and receiving him as your 
Saviour, you shall obtain everlasting life. Amen. 

III.-On the Prosperity of the .American Chw·cfies. 

A former number of your publication contained a pleasing 
notice of the benevolence and progressive piety of different denomi­
nations of Christians in the United States. As it is always inter­
esting to a Christian to contemplate the operations of grace among 
the children of men, I trust a few remarks additional may not 
prove unacceptable to your pious readers. Nor is the subject des­
titute of real importance, for if the American brethren have made 
enlarged progress in holy living and holy action, others may well 
be followers of them as they are of Christ. And should the fol­
lowing remarks in any measure confirm the impression of the re­
presentations recently submitted to your readers, in the interesting 
and judicious review of Dr. Sprague's book on Revivals, an im­
portant object will have been gained. 

In surveying the condition of the American churches, it is obvi­
ous that their prosperity is not universal. Many churches in 
every denomination do not enjoy the special influences of the Holy 
Spirit ; and in many no special means are employed to obtain the 
blessing of the great Head of the Church ; but ministers and peo­
ple are contented with a formal attendance on the ordinances and 
services of religion. Yet, blessed be God ! in numerous ~ther 
churches the state of things is widely different. Their " Revivals 
of Religion" are the subject of inquiry in every Christian land; 
in hundreds of churches, Christians live in humble and earnest ef­
forts to grow in grace, and to commune with God ; while it is 
hoped that the benighted heathen in all the ends of the earth _will 
yet rejoice in the light which shall radiate from the American 
church. 

From a partial acquaintance with the affairs of those churches, I 
propose briefly to advert to some of the causes of their prosp~rity. 

I. Obstacles have been taken out of the way. Perhaps m no 
age of the church has the blessing of the Lord been obtained 
without a previous work of preparation on the part of the peo­
ple. Thus it was in the revival of pure religion under Josiah; 
and thus also, in the days of Nehemiah. John the Baptist pro­
claimed repentance or reformation, and in later periods of the 
church the same course has been pursued. Indeed it requires but 
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little proof to satisfy any serious mind, that when the people of 
Goel would have Him to meet with them, they should first prepare 
themselves to meet with Him. For several years this reforming 
work has been apparent among the American Christians. Its ef­
fects are very manifest in the efforts to promote Temperance, by 
means of societies, formed on the principle of abstinence from 
ardent_ spirits ; in the exertions to secure the observance of the 
Lord's day,; and in the enforcement, from the Pulpit and the 
religious Press, of the Bible principles which forbid conformity to 
the world. 

The assertion is often made, that the free use of distilled spirits 
prevailed to a greater extent in the United States than in any other 
Christian country. This statement needs, however, to 0e qualified; 
still there can be but one opinion as to the extent of the evil ; and 
it is most pleasing to say, the extent of the reformation is no less 
astonishing. Not less than 2,000,000 of persons, of every walk 
in life, it is supposed, " abstain from the use of ardent spirit them­
selves, and from the furnishing of it for the use of others." The 
connection of Temperance Societies with Revivals of Religion has 
been so strikingly prominent as to attract much attention. In the 
Fifth Report (1832) of the American Temperance Society, one 
gentleman is mentioned," who, since October, 1830, has visited three 
hundred towns, in which especial efforts have been made for the pre­
motion of temperance ; and of those 300 towns, 275 have been 
visited with the special influences of the Holy Spirit." Other facts 
no less impressive are detailed in the Report, so that the connec­
tion, referred to above, is as decidedly established, as it is deeply 
important. 

\Vhen a reform has been commenced, consistency requires that 
it should be made as general as possible. In immediate connec­
tion with the temperance reformation, though it is painful to say not 
to so wide an extent, has been the exertion to secure the Sabbath 
day from profanation. The petitions, signed by many thousands, 
which were presented to Congress against the transportation of the 
mail on the Sabbath, evidenced the existence of a feeling which has 
induced Christians to look more narrowly at their own manner of 
regarding the day ; and now no pious person of any pretensions to 
consistency of Christian character, will be found engaged in any 
kind of secular business, travelling, or worldly conversation, on 
that holy day. Very many, and the number is increasing, do not 
permit dinner to be served on the Sabbath, but are contented with 
a cold collation instead, that the servants may not be detained from 
church. We cannot doubt that a reform like this is well pleasing 
in the sight of the Lord, as it would be easy to show from scrip­
ture, and from experience. 

In regard to the other particular, nonconformity to the world, 
it should perhaps be traced rather as an effect of increased religious 
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influrnce, than :ts contributing to produce tl1at influence. And 
yet who can doubt that when the minds of Christians are not per­
mitted to ask, with the world's anxiety of spirit, what shall we eat, 
and wherewithal shall we be clothed,-they are less encumbered, 
and more disposed to ask, Lord, what wilt thou have us to do ? 
l\f uch attention to ornament of dress, fashionable style of living, 
ostrntatious entertainments, &c. is nearly as injurious to the growth 
and activity of grace, as the more censured indulgence in the 
world's amusements and vain show ; while in the former, as in the 
latter mode, there is ample scope for the exercise of vain and sel­
fish feelings; for the perversion of entrusted talents, whether mind, 
influence, time, or wealth ; and, generally, for great alienation of 
affection and devotion from God. Most wisely, therefore, do all se­
rious Christians in the U. S. regard conformity to the world as an 
obstacle, which must be removed before the divine blessing can be 
enjoyed. 

2. But not only have obstacles been removed, Christians of all 
classes have been urged to greater faithfulness in performing their 
respective duties. Ministers of the Gospel have been excited to 
proclaim the simple truth, avoiding unprofitable and curious in­
quiries, and dwelling on the essential points, such as immediate 
repentance and faith, in view of deep depravity and moral ruin, in 
their addresses to the unconverted; and progressive sanctification 
and Christian duty in praying and living for the conversion of 
men, in their appeals to the communicating members of the church. 
It is deemed of great importance that the truth should be present­
ed in as plain and pointed a manner as possible, by direct applica­
tion to the conscience. Besides, the minister's duty is deemed 
but half performed when he comes out of the pulpit. He must 
himself exemplify his doctrine ; and must also visit from house to 
house, as did the Apostle Paul, earnestly striving to impress that 
application of the truth in personal conversation, which sinners, 
thinking themselves almost irresponsible in the midst of a multi­
tude, are so indisposed to make. The example of Payson, which 
either is, or should be, well known among your clerical readers, may 
be referred to as expressing no more than the sentiments entertained 
by many, perhaps most, American clergymen of pastoral labor 
and fidelity. 

Private or lay members of the churches, also, are taught that 
they have a most important agency in advancing the common 
cause, by their example, by conversation, by teaching Sabbath 
school and Bible classes, by distributing tracts and the sacred Scrip­
tures, by their influence and their property, and especially by 
prayer. Lay members are found whose great and sole object is to 
promote the cause of Christ ; some there are, and among them 
men of extensive business, and high in station, who appropriate 
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the entire a~ail_s of thei_r incom_e, (after deducting a 1Juitable sup­
port,) to aHl m extemlmg the mfluencc of the Gospel. And all 
are_ taught to estimate their piety, in part, by their zeal and pure 
desire to see the name of the Saviour honored in the salvation of 
sin~ers. Perhars it is needful_ ~o say to prevent mistake, that 
while the attent10n of lay Chr1st1ans is thus directed to promote 
the Redeemer's cause, their own progress in the Divine life is not 
overlooked ; rather their experience of grace in their own souls is 
the principle addressed to awaken and call forth the~r benevolence 
towards others. 

It is also pro:per to say, that all classes of lay Christians are 
urged to be faithful in some or all of these modes, according " to 
their several ability." More than one Sabbath school can be 
referred to where the judge, the member of congress, or the go­
vernor of a state, may be found every Sabbath morning taking his 
seat beside a class of boys, and directing to their spiritual im­
provement the energies of that mind which has been applauded in 
the eloquence of the legislative hall, or in the legal acumen of 
the bench :-while in the same school may be found others un­
known to fame, but precious to the Saviour, engaged in the same 
pleasing employment. The same union may be witnessed in Bible 
classes and prayer-meetings. Indeed, why should not all be em­
ployed in the Saviour's cause? If honor be the criterion, what can 
be more ennobling than to engage in the same work which He, 
who sits on the everlasting throne, spent a life on earth to accom­
plish ? If usefulness be the test, how can one man confer greater 
blessings on another than to aid him in securing the safety and 
blessedness of the immortal soul ? Why should not all possess 
the Saviour's spirit, imitate the example of the primitive Christians, 
and render full obedience to the authority of God ? It is believed 
that these considerations, not to advert to others, not only autho­
rise and justify, but demand the utmost efforts of the entire church 
in advancing the work of redemption in this fallen world. 

3. There is a disposition to honor the Holy Ghost. Doubtless, 
it is the peculiar office of the Holy Spirit to convince of sin, to 
renew the heart, and so to apply Divine truth, in general, as to 
complete no less than to commence, the work of grace in the soul 
of man. The present has well been characterised as the age of 
the Spirit's dispensation; its first days were marked with a power­
ful display of his influences in the conversion of thousands ; and 
the promise of God is, that these influences shall be poured on all 
flesh. (Joel ii. 28 ; Acts ii. 17.) In no portion of the visible 
church, it is believed, is the agency of the blessed Spirit more dis­
tinctly recognized, and his aid more earnestly implored, than in the 
U. S. His influences are invoked in the beginning, progress, and 
close of every effort to serve the Saviour. Special seasons are ob­
served by many to unite in supplicating his presence, and with the 
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same design social prayer-meetings are often and generally held, 
as in primitive times. Acts i. 13, 14,; ii. l; xii. 12. While the 
ambassador of God is declaring his message to the congregation, 
the pious arc continually offering up their petitions, that every 
truth may be applied to the conscience. In a word, all classes of 
Christians are taught to feel that every thing depends on the bless­
ing of the Holy Spirit ; and also that it is hy their prayers that 
his blessing is to be secured. Thus they are preserved from the 
extremes, equally dangerous, of attempting to save the souls of 
sinners in their own unaided strength, and of supinely sitting still 
among the dying and the dead. " Revivals of- Religion" are re­
garded both as the evidence and the fruit of the Holy Spirit's pre­
sence; they are considered the greatest blessing which the Head of 
the Church can bestow, and that measure of the Spirit's influence 
which alone can produce true revivals is sought with all earnest­
ness by prayer and fasting. Christians there believe that unless 
the work of conversion go forward in the world with far greater 
power than in the years that are past; it will be long, very long, before 
the Scripture declarations are fulfilled, and before the Saviour will be 
satisfied, when he has seen the travail of his soul. They believe 
also that the promises of the divine word to impart the Holy 
Spirit, by which this mighty work of salvation is to be efficiently 
performed, are most free and full. Luke xi. 9, 13; Mark xvi. 7, 
15; Joel ii. 28, &c. And they believe farther, that if these pro­
mises are not fulfilled to themselves, they deserve the blame; their 
unbelief alone will prevent in all ordinary cases the Saviour from 
doing many mighty works amongst them by his Spirit. Hence it 
is not a mere matter of preference with them, to seek the influences 
of the Holy Spirit; it is regarded as a most imperative duty, in­
volving the most important of all interests, even those interests 
which are connected with the souls of their fellow creatures, and 
which in their importance are high as heaven, deeper than the 
grave, and lasting as eternity. In consequence, there is an ear­
nestness and depth of solicitude, often, in thei_r prayers, of which 
persons, who have never been themselves present, can scarcely form 
any adequate conception, and which is as far removed from all 
"new measures," "fanaticism," " enthusiasm," &c. as would be 
the prayers of a father pleading for the life of an only son con­
demned to death, when he felt that perhaps his prayer would be 
heard, and his beloved child spared. 

This point deserves the greater regard, because, it is fully be­
lieved, the secret of the church's power, not merely in the U. S. 
but throughout the world, consists in obtaining by pl'ayer the 
influences of the Holy S'pirit to accompany the trutlt, in what­
ever way that truth may be made known. Nor is it deemed too 
much to say, that if the entire church would arise and offer the 
prayer of faith, continuing therein with one accord, we should very 
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soon witness pentecostal seasons throughout both the Christian and 
the heathen world. What cause can be assigned for the partial 
success which has hitherto attended the efforts made to extend the 
Gospel, which does not free the throne of grace from impeachment, 
and the character of God from reproach, who " is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance," while 
it, at the same time, condemns the unbelief and apathy of Chris­
tians, and the desperate wickedness of sinners ? Who thinks of 
circumscribing the mercy of God in redemption ? \Vho thinks of 
setting a limit to the power of the Holy Ghost in the conversion 
of souls ? \Vho can doubt that God will be as faithful to his pro­
mises, as his promises are large and free ? 

There are two remarks with which I would close this, perhaps, 
already too-extended paper. The .first will be apparent from the 
most cursory perusal of the preceding remarks, that in the causes 
which have produced such great effects among many of the Ame­
rican churches, there is nothing peculiarly American. There 
has been no principle at work which has not been operative, more 
or less, in every age and every clime, when the church was in a 
flourishing state. No means need be employed, but what might 
and should be employed in every Christian church, whether that 
church worships under the shade of an American forest, or in the 
city of Calcutta. This remark is obvious as an inference; it need 
only be added, to confirm the premises from which it is drawn, and 
to nullify sundry opinions, based on measures which good though 
perhaps injudicious men have preferred, that the foregoing repre­
sentations accord with the views expressed in Dr. Sprague's book, 
particularly in the valuable appendix. Were the writer attempt­
ing to obtain a flourishing state of religion in any particular con­
gregation, "a Revival of Religion," he should use no other means 
than what have been mentioned or implied, fully believing that no 
others need be, and knowing that in many instances no others have 
been, employed. 

The second remark cannot be fully presented. It is, that the 
good effects attending such a state of religious influence, as is now 
enjoyed by many churches in the U. S. should induce all Chris­
tians earnestly to seek the same experience of divine grace. \Vith­
in a few years there have been large additions to the churches of 
all evangelical denominations in that country ; the Holy Bible 
has been placed in every dwellin~ throughout the land where the 
inmates were willing to receive it ; many hundred Sabbath schools 
with appropriate libraries have been formed ; to the feeble and 
destitute congregations in the south and west, not less than 1000 
ministers of the Gospel have been sent, who receive more or less 
support from the older and abler churches, while many have gone 
to spend their days in proclaiming "Christ and him crucified," as 
the only way of salvation to the dying heathen ; and many more 
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are preparing to follow them as they follow Christ, more than 100 
having come to that conclusion about a yea1· ago, who are, (at 
least the greater part.) within a year or two of the termination uf 
their preparatory studies-which in their case are precisely the 
same as arc requisite among-st their brethren who feel it to be their 
duty to remain at home. These are general facts. 

Examples of a more individual character might easily be addu­
ed. In a congregation where about 600 or 700 persons usually 
worshipped, probably 200 were professedly pious. The congre­
gation was composed of families residing in a neighbourhood of a 
few miles in extent, and their place of worship was situated in a 
small village of 30 or 40 families. Great external morality cha­
racterised the congregation, and there was much respect shown to 
the means of grace. The people were chiefly farmers, possessing 
the ground they cultivated, respectable in their circumstances, all 
well informed on ordinary subjects, having enjoyed the benefits of 
the usual English education, and being much better acquainted 
with the subject of religion than many persons of larger pretensions. 
There was, however, no very earnest attention to the means of 
grace, perhaps not much greater seriousness than is commonly ap­
parent in the congregations of this city. In the little village the 
inhabitants were quite different in their character, many of them 
being of intemperate habits, and family worship being observed in 
only one family. Thus matters stood six years ago. 

The pastor of the church began to feel that his labors were not 
sufficiently blessed, as the additions to the number of communi­
cants were few, and not many were inquiring what they must do 
to be saved. His reflections led to prayer, and prayer to increas­
ed faithfulness in duty. One day an aged elder of the church 
happened to discover him alone in the woods, with his Bible, and 
weeping. He learned the cause, soon mounted his horse, and 
went home to his closet. But not to be tedious-a spirit of prayer 
(not of conve1·sation merely) was. gradually diffused among the 
members of the church; and increasing seriousness in the use of 
the means of grace, and tenderness of conscience, were apparent ; 
often many persons might be seen in tears during the Sabbath ser­
vices ; the pastor felt that the Holy Spirit was with him, and he 
labored, using the very same means as before, "in season and 
out of season," declaring the truth with all earnestness, plainness, 
and affection, and soon his soul was rejoiced to see many of his 
beloved people coming to him for spiritual counsel. They were in 
the enjoyment of a Revival; and what were its fruits ? Upwards 
of 200 souls gave pleasing evidence of having passed from death 
to life; in the poor little village every family was reformed, and 
the family altar reared in every house but one ; the daily walk of 
professing Christians was more serious, consistent, humble, and 
holy; the death-bed scenes of those who died were more full of 
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triumph ; the church being now too small to accommodate the in­
creasing congregation, they erected a new one ; their contributions 
to aid the Bible, Sunday School, Tract, and Missionary Societies 
were much more liberal ; their attendance on the regular prayer­
meetings and monthly concert meeting, more full; a number of 
young men of promise commenced to prepare themselves for the 
ministry; in short, no living man could go into the bounds of that 
congregation without hearing, seeing, and feeling that the Lord 
was in that place ; unlike good ,J aeob of old, no one could add, 
" I knew it not." The effects of that season of refreshing are ma­
nifest to this day in the seriousness, consistency of conduct, and be­
nevolence of the congregation, and in the frequent admissions to 
the church. 

This example is but one selected from hundreds, embracing 
every variety of class from the large congregation in the Atlantic 
cities, where society is perhaps more artificial and intellectual, to 
the plain country congregation with all its delightful simplicity. 
Amongst them all, the effects are substantially the same. 

These imperfect observations are submitted to the serious reader, 
in the humble hope that while they satisfy his mind concerning the 
exceeding desirableness of such a state of piety amongst a Chris­
tian community, they may also excite to the faithful use of the 
means by which alone we can e1::pect to obtain, for ourselves and 
for others, those peculiar blessings from above, which Christians 
regard as all that render life, in this wilderness world, a blessing. 

c. 

IV.-The Chi'istian's Joy and tlie llfemorials of Death. 
" I have seen the strong man die, 
And the stripling meet his fate." 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The imagination, spiritually enlightened, delights to linger in 
pleasing sadness round the dark realities of the tomb, where there 
are objects far more attractive than can be found amidst the gay 
circle of the world. Not unfrequently when the mind is eontem­
platino- the revered fabric of some dear relative, who departed in 
the fafih of the Gospel, it finds.,.itself all at once, as it were, trans­
ported from an earthly to an heavenly scene-it views _by faith t~e 
spirit of the departed, crowned with glory and clad ~n the wlnte 
robes of immortality. Thus amidst the contemplations of the 
exalted enjoyments of 'the spirits of the just made perfect,' the 
soul rises above earthly sorrow, and only longs to be unshackled 
from the bondage of an earthly prison-house, and to join in that 
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rapturous song which crowns the Saviour, Lord of all. How infi­
ni~ely more satisfactory are such enjoyments to the mind, than any 
thmg that can be gathered from the amusements and follies of 
time-amusements, which arc sordid in their nature, and fleetincr in 
their duration! 0 

How many, wl10, in Dec. 1832, moved in the circle of the crav, 
rejoiced at the jovial party, exulted amidst the merriment ot'"ti1e 
halL and banished all thought of eternal rcaltics amidst the 
follies of theatrical amusements, have since bid an everlasting fare­
well to them all ! How few families are there into which the kina­
of terrors has not entered! '" e are every day called to listen to th~ 
melancholy sighs of the destitute widow, deprived of the partner of 
her affectio~1s, the sh~rer of her joys and sorrows, and her protec­
tor from distress. Nor are we less affected when we see the tears 
streaming from the eye of the female orphan, left unnoticed and 
unknown in a merciless world. These solemn visitations of God, 
although disregarded by many, have still been the means of arous­
ing the sleepy faculties of some; and of en kindling in others an 
increasing love to the Gospel, so that we have every reason to 
rejoice that evangelical religion is spreading in Calcutta. V\T e 
are blessed with so many excellent and consistent ministers, in 
different denominations, that God will doubtless bless the public 
preaching of his word, to the advancement of the Redeemer's king­
dom. It is true that much is required from a mini&ter of the 
Gospel; and the language of Cicero regarding Pompey's conduct as 
a general, is emphatically applicable to every minister-" For, ability 
in war is not the only qualification we are to look for in a great 
and consummate general. Many other illustrious talents ought to 
accompany and march in the train of this virtue. And, first, what 
spotless innocence is required in the character of a general ( a mi­
nister)! what temperance in all circumstances of life ! what un­
tainted honors ! what affability ! what penetration ! what a fund 
of humanity !" and I might add to this, what a fund of humility ! 

,v e constantly hear of enemies of religion (I mean the religion 
of the Bible,) declaring that it is calculated to make men unhappy; 
such individuals must be sadly ignorant of the consolations which 
the Gospel is calculated to afford. " Grovelling amidst the mists of 
an earthly atmosphere," they know nothing of that bright and 
cheering hope which illuminates the darkness of the shadow of 
death,-nothing of that faith which discovers glories " not seen as 
yet" by mortal eye,-nothing of that Sun of Righteousness which 
eradicates the darkness of the night of death, and sheds a lustre 
over the gloom which surrounds the grave. It is only the reflection 
of a life consecrated to God, that can m.ake the mind rest in peaceful 
security amidst the terrors of dissolution. All the resources of a 
mind dignified by nature, enlightened by science, or exalted by 
metaphysical research, can be of little avail in the dark hour of 
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death. Ilut the soul enlightened by divine influence longs to be 
made free from all earthly trammels, knowing that there awaits it 
" a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens." 

It longs to join "tl,1e general assembly and church of the first­
born; to survey the glories of the heavenly regions; and to behold 
the unparalleled excellences of Jesus, the mediator of the new cove­
nant." How foolish must they then be who barter their eternal 
l1appiness for a few short-lived pleasures !-\Vho sacrifice unfading 
glory for the glory of a world, the fashion of which soon passeth 
away! 

The above simple observations are at your service, gentlemen ; 
publish them or not, as you think proper. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

Calcutta, Dec. 23, 1833. W. M. 

V.-Chapter of Varieties. No. 3. 
1.-0ri the advanced State of 1Vative Improvement at the Presidency compa,·ed 

with that in the Mofussil. • 
Most of the European servants of the H. C. on their first arrival in India, 

are removed to the interior. There, they spend a great part of their pro­
fessional life in the midst of natives who are still in their original state of 
ignorance and superstition. Accordingly when they hear of the march of 
events at the Presidency, they are apt to give way to the sunnises of incre­
dulity. Or, if it should be their lot to visit our Institutions, and have ocu­
lar demonstration of our proceedings, they seldom fail to express surprise 
and astonishment. This they do, because in their minds the contrast is 
between the old state of things to which for years they have been accustomed, 
and the new state of thingg to which they are now introduced; i. e. between 
a state of things where nothing ha.v been done, and a state of things where 
something considerable has been done, towards the ameliorntion of Hindoo 
society. 

On "the other hand, when Eur<'peans are from the first located at the Pre­
sidency, and become acquainted with the progress of education there, and 
the condition of its various seminaries, they are apt to draw unfavourahle 
conclusions, and give utterance to expressions of di,appointment. And this 
they do, because in their minds the contrast is between Great Britain ancl 
India, i. e. between a state of society where education has been at work for 
centuries, and a state of society where education is hut as of yesterday. 
The comparison is in all respects an unfair one ; since, besides the numeri­
cal difference as to time, it leaves out of view all the difficulties encountered 
in overcoming inveterate prejudices, in allaying suspicions, in establishing 
confidence, and in creating such a thirst for useful knowledge as must sti­
mulate to the acquisition of it. One who has resided in the mofussil is 
better able to app1·eciate the exertions which have been made to elevate the 
native mind at the seat of Government-better able to estimate the compara­
tively great success which has attended these efforts. On this subject some 
light may be thrown by a few extracts from a letter lately received from 
a talented young man, who is at this moment engaged under the sanction 
and suppo1·t of the Supreme Government, in attempting to found an English 
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seminary in one of the lllrgest and most populous of the provincial cities of 
India: 

" "re have been keeping school ten days, hut I am concerned to say our 
commencement has not been encouraging. The first day we opened school, 
70 bors or rather more entered their names, and I di,·ided them into two 
classes. The next day, many did not appear; and on the third day, I had 
occasion to say they must jiring two annas each, for books. To do this they 
refused ; and, would you belie\'e it, after a long discussion, in spite of every 
thing I could say, all m·ose and left the school, e.rcept five. Some of them de­
cbred they expected not only hooks hut money; t,ro or three rupees a­
month, each. One pert little fellow sai,I, he woul,! give Jwo, or even four, 
annas for a book ; hut then he would come, and go, and do Just as he pleased! 
However, since this, some have returned, and we have now 30. Perhaps 
with care this number may be made 50; and, I think, not more. ' 

"A--d is a large and populous place: the unavoidable conclusion, there­
fore, is, that there is little desire to learn English. Indeed, I am convinced 
this is the case, from e,·ery thing that has occurred since I came. Perhaps 
amongst those who are with us, scarcely five are willing to submit to any kind 
of restraint for the sake of learning. They. are a " dour," gloomy, inae­
cessible set of Mussulmans. Fancy to yourself, collecting 30 khitmutgan 
for an English school! Ours appears to me exactly a counterpart. 

"'\, e may I dare say teach these people to read English; hut I cannot think 
they will e,·er listen to any thing else. You are aware that Mussulmans 
are less accessible than Hindoos; and all our 30, or nearly so, are Mussul­
mans. From this, and what I have seen of them, I fear that teaching them 
a smattering of English is all that can ever be hoped. Perhaps you will 
think me tuo hasty in drawing this conclusion ; I hope I may some day see 
its error. 

" I have made inquiries concerning the inhabitants, in order to ascertain 
if some could be induced to send their children. But in vain. I dare say, 
I might remain here and draw my salary, making just enough shew of a 
school to get it continued. But I know you will do me the justice to think 
this would not satisfy me. I would rather have a less salary, than be less 
useful than I have been. Neither am I sure that the Committee or Govern­
ment will think it ~orth while to educate boys here, at an expense of ten 
rupees per month, each boy, when in other places, so much more may be 
done at the same expense. 

"I have been fagging with about ten men-boys ever since we commenced, 
and have scarcely got them to learn the alphabet. The very brightest lads 
in the school are two or three Bengalees. I do not mean to say the people 
of the place are stupid; hut that we have none of the right sort. We want 
boys-such as those of whom I see scores in the streets: whereas we have 
men so stupid that they have never been able to obtain employments, and 
therefore now learn English as a last resource. The boys, there is no chance 
of getting : neither they nor their parents know nor care a straw about 
Engli~h. 

"I hear there are some thousands of Hindoos in the neighbourhood, called 
Pragwallahs, who subsist entirely on the charity of those who come to bathe: 
such an idle and dissolute set can furnish no scholars. The next class are 
shop-keepers; but these are entirely indifferent to English, and in fact igno­
rant of its uses. The third and last class consist of the Government servants, 
principally Mussulmans, some of whom have told me that Pr1rsian cannot be 
abolished. l have inquired after the land-holders, or zemindars, but with­
out success ; they are non-residents." 

"\Vho can peruse the,e extracts, and not feel that however backward the 
l!tate of education in Calcutta may be, when compared with that in Great 
Britain, it is nevertheless immeasurably in advance of .the state of things at 
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provincial stations? Who can contrast these statements with what we may 
daily witness around us, and not perceive how much has been done in this 
place towards the furtherance of native improvement? There, little or no 
desire for learning exists: and submitting to the task oflearning at all is to 
be purchased as a favour received, instead of the facility of learning being 
paid for as a blessing conferred. Here, prejudices have been removed; con­
fidence has been established ; a thirst for English literature and science 
has been excited; thousands have been initiated in the elements, and 
hundreds have acquired a tolerable competency in the various branches 
of general knowledge; numbers are willing not only to pay for books, hut 
to pay for tuition also; and several have bt!en aroused to a sense of the 
privilege and duty of emancipating their countrymen from the yoke of 
ignorance and superstition. Snrely we, who have but newly entered on the 
field of native improvement, can scarcely estimate the amount of obligation 
under which the preparatory labours of our predecessors have laid ns ! 

One other word in conclusion: The extracts now presented to the reader 
incidentally disclose one of the most potent retarding influences, to the 
cause of native amelioration, in Hindoostan. In vain does the patriot burn 
and the philanthropist sigh for the moral and intellectual renovation of the 
great, and the noble, and the influential among the people. One gigantic 
bugbear stands in the ,vay of enlightening the higher circles of society­
crushing all desires, and paralysing every effort. That infinite absurdity 
is the Persian language. We say, Learn English, that you may learn to live 
and act AS MEN: the reply is, English we will not lenrn, for, Persian 
cannot be abolished! And so, this darkness-creating and folly-perpetuating 
Persian stands at the portals of knowledge, and, like another Cerberus, 
grumbles and growls, and scares away all adventurers from entering the 
Elysian regions that lie beyond! Verily, it is time, that Government should 
issue " a decree," to the effect, that Persian must be abolished within a limited 
time: then, would all India be in motion after that knowledge, which 
alone can enlarge and ennoble the minds of her people. 

2.-Mr. Trevelyan's Minute on the Proceedings ofthe Public Instruction, 
Committee and the School-Book Society. 

Nothing but its great length has prevented us from reprinting the whole 
of this minute. Though it contains some statements which may be thought 
liable to objection, and some anticipations which may be deemed too san­
guine, we cannot help regarding it on the whole, as a luminous and import-
1mt document. "\-Vhile it ably exposes the injurious proceedings of those 
who, t'hrough exaggerated ideas of the value of the learned languages of 
the East, or through a foolish or selfish desire to earn for their country or 
themseh-es, a reputation for acquaintance with Oriental Literature, would 
sacrifice to these subordinate objects the mental well-being of millions, it 
as ably advocates the cause of popular education. For the present we can only 
furnish a short notice of part of its contents from the Sumachar Durpun : 

Oriental Publications. 
"Whr.n the former Charter of the East India Company wn• grnnterl twenty years 

ago, in the year 1813, Parliament wisely and benevolently_ clirectecl_ that one lakh 
of rupees should be appropriate,\ annually to the education ancl 1mpro\'ement of 
the natives. Although the sum thus devoted was small, considering the amount of 
taxes annually drawn from the country; and still smaller, considering the immense 
population for whose benefit it was intended ; yet it was regarded by all bene,•olent 
individuals with unmingled satisfaction ; and it was hoped that a system would be 
framed and brought into operation, calculated to deliver the natives from the 
bondage of ignorance, and to elevate the native character. Many years however 

s 
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elar,sed before Rn)' effectual steps were taken to ca1Ty the henevolent intentions of 
ParliRment into effect;-at length, about ten years ago, a Board or Education was 
created, and the appropriated funds were placed at its dis11osal. Dnt it was ,•ery 
speedil1· manifest from the peculiar character and genius or lhe leading member of 
the Board, that the funds, hO\l'e,•er conscientiously disposed of, would not be laid 
out in a manner most conducive to the welfare and impro,·ement of the country; 
that in fact, the multiplication of Sungskrit works would he considered more import­
ant than the preparation and printing_ of valuable wot ks in the nati,•e languages; and 
such has heen the case. So fatally mdeed has this plan been acted on, that after 
twenty ,·ears we are no nearer the possession of an appropri11te series of school 
books in the langnage of the people through means of the appropriated annual lakh 
than we were before it was ,·oted. In October last, we ende,woured to draw the at­
tention of our re,ulers, European and natire, to this subject, and stRted how little 
had been done for the nati,·es, and how exclusi,·ely the funds had been appropriated 
undPr the misguidedjudgment of some of its leading members; that at one time 
the Board was all for Sungskrit; at another time, all for Arnbic; that no sooner had 
that eminent scholar, Dr. ,vilson, quited the shores of India, than the language of 
the Koran became lord of the ascendant ; but that ne,·er yet had Bengalee, the 
langnage of thirty millions of people, found adequate favour in the eyes of the 
Board. 

"Mr. Trerelyan, in a minute laid before the School Book Societi•, and printed in 
the India Gazette of "'ednesday last, has confirmed this view, and shewn how ex­
clusinly the attention of the Board has been confined to Sungskrit and Arahic. 
F·rom his statement, we learn the following singular facts, that out of the lakh de­
voted by Parliament to tbe improvement of the nath·es of India, while not one 
book has been printed in Bengalee, (the language spoken by one-half the natives of 
this presidency,) tbere have been printed, in Sungskrit, 13,000 volumes; in Arabic, 
5,600; in Persian, 2,500; in Hindee 2,000, copies; total 23,100 volumes; from not 
one of which can the nati,·es of Bengal derive the smallest benefit. We learn also that 
in the last nine years the Board bas expended in the printing of these books no 
less than a lakh andjfoe thousand rupees, a sum whicb, if discreetly laid out, 
would have served to illuminate a province with the rays of truth. 

"\Ve hare not room to enter at large on the subject, and must therefore content 
ourselres with II passing observation or two. We desire our native readers to 
notice tbat if little has been done to unlock to them the stores of European know-' 
Jed(!'e and science, it bas not been for lack of attention on the pRrt of the British 
Parliament and the Go<"ernment of the country : tl1Rt ample funds have been ap­
propriated both by the authorities in England and India; but they ha,•e been ex­
pended in the printing of works recommended rather by the favourite views of 
great scholars than by tbe prospect of public utility; that if the natives of India 
have been disappointed of those means of improvement which Parliament design­
ed for them, it has not been because the Parliamentary grant has been hoarded 
up. Th<' money has been profusely distributed among the printers and slationers 
of Calcutta, but it bas been laid out in printing works in the language or the 
Koran, as though lodia was under the government of the Shah of Persia, or of 
the Great Turk, and not under the dominion of the foremost of civilized nations. 
Some part of the money, a large portion of it too, has been )Rid out in printing 
Sungskrit works ; but as though it had resolved, that the funds should be expended 
in a way least likely to benefit the natives of Bengal, all these books have been 
published in the Deva Nagree cbaractel', which the natives of Bengal do not, and 
will not, read. This bas been pointed out, and it has been noticed, that while 
none of the Sungskrit works published by the Boal'd find a sale, the same works 
printed on private speculation at other presses in the Bengalee character, pay 
well ;-but the answer has been that to print a Sungskrit work in any character 
but the Dera Nagree, or the characler used by the gods, would he an act of sa­
crilege and that if the natives of Bengal cannot read Nagree, they ought to learn 
to read it. And thus the depositary of the Board bends beneath the weight of 
thousands and thousands of learned ,•olumes, which few of the natives of Bengal 
can read, and which none will purchase. 

Anv farther remarks, which we should have felt disposed to haYe made, 
have been anticipated by the spirited notices of some of the Calcutta jour. 
nals. Most sincerely do we trust that the mistaken interests of the few will 
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no longer be allowed to monopolize the dearest interests of the many, and 
that the true friends of the race of man, in attempting to enrich others with 
the blessings of mental light and moral liberty, will be abundantly blessed 
and enriohed themselves. 

3.-Sir James McIntosh, Sir Humphi·y Dav.1/, and Mr. Locke, on the Danger 
and Irrationality of Scepticism. 

It is too much the custom with giddy thoughtless people to associate 
scepticism with mental ability and philosophic research. And various ap­
parently fortuitous coincidences have tended to aid and abet the delusion. 
It is nevertheless true, that a confirmed habit of "doubting" and " disbe­
lieving" is a dangerous and a depraved one. Such a habit is fatal to steady 
conviction in all matters where assurance would not fail to form one main 
ingredient of human felicity :-and in the eye of enlightened reason it 
seems to involve a contradiction in terms-" a belief that there can be no 
belief." That a habit so pernicious and irrational may be exposed and aban­
doned, let witlings and sciolists ponder the solemn deliverances of some of the 
master spirits of our race on this subject. And if the blush of shame is not 
suffused on the countenance, let the lips at least refrain from farther utteranc<!. 

"Those who are early accustomed to dispute first principles," says Sir James 
McIntosh, " are never likely to acquire, in a sufficient degree, that earnesLness 
and Lhat sincerity, that strong love of truth, and that conscientious solicitude for 
the formation of just opinions, which are not the least ,·irtues of men, but of which 
the cultin,tion is the more special duty of all who call themselres philosophers." 
Again, "A habit of doubt and uncertainty is fatal to decision and earnestness, 
above all to oneness of purpose, &c. No cause can receive a final juclgment; still 
some ar'l'uments must lie heard on the other side, which require a re-hearing of 
the plaintiffs' evidence, ancl so on in an endl~ss circle of refining, ancl over-dis­
ciimating scrupulosity." 

"In my opinion profound minds are the most likelr to think lightly of the re­
_sources of human reason; and it is the pert superficial thinker who is generally 
stongest in every kind of unbelief. The deep philosopher sees changes of causes 
and elfects so wonderfully and strangely linked together, that he is usually the last 
person to decide upon t(1e i~possibility of any two series of events being independ­
ant of each other ; ,md m science so many natural miracles, as it were, have been 
brought to light-such as the falling of stones from meteors in the atmosphere . 
the disarming of a thunder-cloud by a metallic point; the prodnction of fire fron: 
ice by a metal white as silver; and referring certl\in laws of motions of the sea to 
the moon-that the physical inquirer is seldom dispose,! to assert confidently on 
any abstruse subject lielonging to the order of natural things, and still less so on 
those relating to the more mysterious relations of moral events and intellectual 
naturee."-Sir Humphrey Da'Dy. 

"We shall tlien use our understandings right, when we entertain all objects in 
that way and proportion that ~hey l\re suited to our faculties, and upon those 
groands they ~re capable of. hemg proposed to us, ~nd not peremptorily or intem­
perately require d_em~nstrat1~n, and demnnd certamty, where proliability only is 
to bP. had, and which 1s sufficient to govern all our concernments. If 1ve will dis­
believe every thing, liecause we cannot certainly kno1v all things, we shall do much 
aliout as wisely as he who would not use his legs, but sit still and perish, bec1t.W1G 
he had no wings to fty."-Locke. 

4,.-The Author of the Natural Hillto-ry of Enthusiasm's Opinion of Socinianism. 
There can be but few in the reading circles of society who have not heard 

of the "Natural History of Enthusiasm." Its originality of thought its 
fine. discrimination of principles, its ingenious analyses of character 'and 
withal its elevated and brilliant style, speedily rendered it one of th~ most 
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popular 1rorks of the age. The author is unknown, but his writings pro­
claim his intellectual and mol'al worth. Amongst these we may specify his 
introduction to President Edward's Treatiseon" Necessity and Free lViil"­
an introduction, on which higher praise cannot be bestowed, than that it is in 
all respects worthy of the masterly and unanswerable production to which 
it is prefixed. But the most elaborate work of this anonymous autho1· is 
"Saturday Evening,"-unfortunate it must beallowed in its cabalistic title, 
but honoured in being a magazine of noble reflection and still nobler truths. 
The writer, conscious of his own powel', and the solid grounds on which his 
obserrntions !'est, is sometimes apt perhaps to asseverate too dogmatically. 
Still, whatever falls from a pen like his, must challenge the most serious 
consideration. Here is the withering glance which he casts on the Socinian 
heresy. 

"It may seem," says he, "to some· persons that, if a question is entertained 
relati,·e to the supposed abatement, at the present moment, of the evangelic func­
tion, a prominent place ought to be given to the influence-open or concealed, of 
the heresy which directly oppugns the doctrines of the Gospel. This would have 
been proper forty years Rgo: but not now. There was indeed a time (not yet 
foq:rotten) of faintness in the e.-angelicRI bodies :-there was a time when not a 
few whose Ii~• st.ill uttered " right things," were shaken in soul; or had quite 
lost all inward sense and feeling of the truth. But this season has past away :-the 
victims of the infection have either fallen from their places, or been restored to 
life. And if it were asked, how far the Socinian error now checks the promulga­
tion and progress of the Gospel, it would be impossible to make so small a matter 
palpable in our reply. To affirm that the great principles of religion are at present 
endangered by the feeble and expiring remaiAs of Socinianism, were much the 
same as to say that the throne 3Dd constitution of Britain are in jeopardy by the 
lurking attachment of the people to the house of Stuart! Socinianism no more 
makes us afraid for our religion, than Jacobitism does for our liberties. 

The contrary is the fact. \Ve are strengthened by the pnny heresy that y<>t 
c-asps, here and there, about us. The modern history-the fate, and the present 
actual condition of the doctrine absurdly called Unitarianism, is quite enough to 
con,·ince any man of sense that the sceptical argument is a mere sophism, even if 
1,e knew nothing of tue merits of the question. And this edifying history and 
,pectacle does in fact produce a proper effect upon the minds of men, and does 
actually seal the theological argument as it onght. Is Unitarianism Christianity? 
Read the story of its rise in modern times, of its progress and decay, and look at 
the meagre phantom as now it haunts the dry places it has retired to !-is this 
pitiful shadow Christianity? 

It might be well if certain valiant persons among us could find more profitable 
em ploy men t than that of hunting a spectre!" 

5.-The Edinburgh Review's Defence of the New Zealand Missionaries. 

'\Vho would believe, during the Herculean but anti-religious infancy of 
the Edinburgh Review, that it was so soon destined to become the friend 
of Missions, and the advocate of Missionaries? Yet so it is:-

Tempora mntantur et nos mutamur in illis. 
That which, twenty years ago, was wild Utopianism, is now pronounced a 

rational and successful enterprize : and those who were arch-fanatics 
then are welcomed as genuine philanthropists now. This change of 
sent~ent seems ominous, and may be accounted one of the "signs of the 
times." To it may, with propriety, be applied by way of accommodation a 
remark, which we have somewhere seen made in reference to Constantine'-s 
wnveroion. If we consider the great Northern Oracle as acting from 
conviction, the cause of Missions has reason to boast of so illustrious a 
convert. If we consider him as acting from policy, his finding it necessary 
to pay such a compliment to the inclinations of the friende of Missions is 
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the strongest testimony to their growing numbers. Be this as it may, we 
are laid under a debt of gratitude by the following calm and judiciou!i 
vindication of our Missionary Brethren in New Zealand :-

" There is anolher class or Brilish subjects wl,o have settled in New Zealancl, 
and acquired an influence over its inhahitants. These are the Missionaries or the 
Church or Englanil Society, who, in 1814, obtained a !!'rant or 200 acres or land, 
ancl have since formed se,·eral other settlements. They fincl, however, by no 
means the same favour in the eyes of Mr. Earle, who never mentions them but 
in terms or complaint and sarcasm. ,vithout waiting lor any ans,ver from them, 
we can easily perceive that this alienatiou arose solely from an entire opposition 
of temper and habits. 

"They treated him, it appears, in a polite and friendly manner, hut coldl,·, 
shunning any approach towards intimacy. All men have a rig-ht to choose their 
associates; and allowing folly our author's merits, he is plainh· not that sedate 
and sober person who was likely to gain their confidence. He appeared also 
iu intimate association with the whale-fishing crews; whom Lhe Missionaries 
accused, and apparently with justice, as counteracting, by their example, the 
moral instructions best~wed upon the islanclers. The different vie,vs or the 
parties may be illustrate,\ by 0111· aulhor's narrative or a Christmas excursion. 
He an,\ several or his companions repaired to the Mission-house, with the 
materials or a copious howl or punch, and the determination to ha,·e a jovial 
celebration of the day. As they approached, ho1vever, they became most indignant 
to fincl the windows shut., ancl all access denier\; and when, insteacl or the proposed 
merry meeting, the Missionaries soon after came out to preach. The most 
serious transaction which he had with them was l\t a time when the alarm of a 
general war appearer! to place British settlers in extreme dan~er. 011 this 
occasion, he a,·ers, what we are not clisinclinecl to believe, that the Missionaries 
showed a mnch deeper concern for their own sa£ety than for his, and even an im­
pression that the preservation of their lives was or more consequence to society. At 
the same time, we find them asserting, what he does not coutradict, that they had 
made extraordinary exertions to transmit to him an intimation or his danger. They 
refused, indeed, a boy as I\ guide across the country; but these boys, being pupils, 
whom the natives had intrusted to their cl\re, could not very justifiably have been 
placed in a situation of danger; especially with a guide in whom they had not 
entire confidence. Indignant at lhis refusal, he disdained to l\sk a pair or shoes, 
which he might probably ha,•e obtained. Mr. Earle seems to view I\S " crime 
the Cl\re which the Missionaries took in making themseh-es comfortable; but if 
they did not neglect their sacrecl fonctions, this fault was at least venial. Perhaps, 
indeed, nothing could have tendecl mc;re to the improvement or the nath-es, tlrnn 
tlie example thus set or industry, nealness, ancl pleuty. Even Mr. K,rle could 
not withhold his l\dmirntion at the view or their cottages, in I\ hel\utiful valley­
complete pictures or English comfort, content, and prosperity ; "nd the si"h t 
must ha\'e been equally gratirying to the eye of n New Zenla111ler. It appe;~rs, 
indeed, thl\t both their en,ployers and themselves have m,vle strenuo11s e~ertions 
to improve the temporal condition or the natives, by iutrnducing the most useful 
productions l\nd domestic animuls. Mr. El\rle himself admirecl the tine fruits 
which were brought do1vn to the ship; the culture or which is admitted to have 
been introduced· by that body. In visiting an inland chier, he ,vl\s much surprised 
to see a very fine bull, cow, and calr, till informed that they we,·e gifts from the 
Missionaries. It ,vonld appear, therefore, that though whale-crews, nncl muskets 
may luwe given the main stimulus to the improved industry or New Zealand, the 

. Mi8"ionaries have furnished the models l\nd materials, and the one will perh,tpai 
be as essential as the other to its farther progress. Both he ancl Mr. Cruise ngree, 
that they have failed in producing converts ; and it does not 11ppear that they 
make any boast on that subject: yet, it is admitted, and even complainecl of, that 
they ha,·e acquired an extraordinary influence over the minds of the people, that 
the chiers anxiously desire tu have a Mission-settlement on their lands, anti 
reaclily send their children to its schools, which would scarcely he done if 
they came out, as is asserted, objects of ,lerision. One sPJggestion, however, seem., 
to me,•it consideration, whether it migllt not be advantageous to teach them to 
read in the English rather than in the native language; as very ample stores of 

• i,iformation and new idea,, othertDi8e inaccessible, would thus be opened to them." 
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The Jtglics in this last passnge are ours. The suggestion does merit 
consideration; it has for some time been acted on in the Indian field of 
Missionary labour: and it ought to be universally adopted. As it is om· 
intention to embrace an early opportunity of returning to this subject, we 
shall 0~1ly request our r~aders to mark and weigh the suggestion, as 
emhodyrng one of the most important but neglected lessons in the practical 
science of education. 

6.-The Piety of Lo1Yl Exmouth's lattei· Days. 
Some scoffers continue to persuade themselves, that the wise and the 

learned, the great and the mighty, have little to do with religion. And it 
must be owned, that practically religion seldom finds a retreat amongst these. 
But this is not because they do not requi1-e it, or because it is unsuited to 
their condition. It is because their wisdom does not tally with the wisdom 
of God, and their pursuits do not accord with the requisitions of God's law, 
that we so often see the wise, and the mighty, and the noble of the earth 
without an altar of devotion, and without a sacrifice for sin. On this ac­
count, we rejoice when we behold great and commanding talents conse­
crated to the service of the Almighty, or high rank hallowed by the serene 
garb of religious habits. Of both of these descriptions, we have many noble 
examples in om· day. And of the latter we know not a more pleasing one 
than that which the United Service Journal has put on record, in rehearsing 
the Life and Actions of Lord Exmouth. 

"In the year I SI 7," continues this journal, "the chief command at Plymouth was 
conferred on his Lordsliip, for the usual period of three years; at the conclusion 
of which he finally retired from the active duties of his profession ; and except 
wl,en attending his more important functions in the House of Lol'ds, he passed 
tl,e l'emainder of his days at his ueautiful retreat at 'feignmouth. There, 
while enjoying repose in the bosom of his own family, he looked hack on the 
chequered scene of his former services, with unmingled gratitude for all the dan­
gers he had escaped, all the mercies be had experienced, and all the blessings 
be enjoyed. Retired from the strife and vanity of the wol'ld, his thoughts were 
raised with increa.<ing fen·our to Him who had guarded his head in the day of 
battle, ancl had led him safely through the hazards of the pathless sea. No long. 
er harassed by the cares and reponsibility of public service, Religion, which he had 
al wars held in re.-erence, now struck deeper root in bis heart, and nothing was 
more gratifying to the contemplation of his family and bis most attached friends, 
than the Christian serenity which shed its best blessings on his latter days. 

As he gradually descended into the vale of yenrs, Religion became the habitual 
guide and consolation of his life ; and as he approached his end, no mRn more 
clearlv sa,v tile miserable error of those who, in their last hour, strive to hush the 
warnings of a Jong-neglected conscience by what is called "the retrospect of a 
well-spent life." J\lore than onc, conspicuous example of this fatal mistake has 
been held up to the admiration of our naval officers, hut none has been more inju­
rious to their religions principles. The liope of a true Christian, whether in life 
or dentli, is founded not on his own merits, hut in his Redeemer's atonement. 
Happily Lord Exmouth well knew the defects of his own heart, and rejected 
all ~elf-righteousness ; and his family and friends have now the satisfaction of his 
own dying testimony that all his hopes were founded on a rock, "and that rock 
was Clirist." 

7.-Zeal of Propagandi8m among the Infidel, of France. 
Zeal, viewed apart from its object, can scarcely be reckoned good or 

evil. For what is Zeal? ls it not a state of mind characterized by an 
ardent de~·otedness to some object or other ? And if so, the propriety or 
impropriety of the Zeal must depend on the nature of the object by which 
it is awakened, and the pursuit to which it is directed. No great achlev. 
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ment, requi1·ing sacrifice or perseverance, has ever been effected without 
Zeal. Do not poetr.i, and historians, and geometricians, and naturalists, 
and chemists, and a.,tronomers, often show a zeal that is unquenchable? 
And where, without Zeal, woultl have bee:1 many of the most brilliant tlis-­
coveries which have delighted and enriched these latter ages? .But Zeal 
may be manifested as powerfully in the cause of error as in that of truth: 
and when it is so, its effects must be as disastrous in the one case, as they are 
beneficial in the other. In proof of this, we extract the following paragraph 
from one of the English journals: 

" The propa!l'ators of infirlelity in France, previo11s to the revolution, were so 
assiduous in sprenclin!l' it far and wide, that they annually expended nine hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, in purchasing-, printing, and distributing deistical and other 
books, in order to corrupt the minds of the people, and prepare them for des­
perate measures." 

After such a statement as this, it surely ill becomes the abetton of infi­
delity to deride, as they often do, the zeal of Christians, in multiplying and 
distrib1Jting copies of the word of God. Has the zeal of British Christians 
eve,· surpassed this enthusiasm of infidelity ? '\,Vould that it did : for, oh, 
how clifferent the objects, and how different the results ! Inndel enthusi­
asm would banish the knowledge of God and immortality-render men the 
shortlived victims of chance,-and deluge the world with anarchy and cri ne. 
Christian zeal would disseminate the loftiest views of Him who is Creator 
Preserver, and Governor-proclaim the glad tidings of a great salvation_: 
point out the way to an immortality of bliss-and overspread the world with 
serenity, and peace, and holy joy. 

ALPHA. 

VI.-Queries submittedf01· Reply. 

To the Editors of the Christian Observer. 
DEAR Srns, 

,vm you oblige me by inserting in the Observer the following queries, 
in the hope that some of your contributors, may in the shape of answers, 
scripturally and satisfactorily point out the duty of Ministers and Mission-
11ries in their instructions to sinners. 

I 11m, dear Sirs, 
Yours respectfully, 

M. 
Query 1st. Are the parables of Christ historical or fictitious, or 

are some of them historical and others fictitious ? 
2nd. If any of Christ's parables be fictitious, which are they ? 
3rd. Are teachers of Christianity warranted in employing fie. 

tion to explain, illustrate, or enforce Divine truth ? 
4th. Does Matt. eh. xxvi. v. 29, encourage the sup;:,osition of 

animal gratifications in heaven, involving the existence ot' gadens, 
orchards, &c. and requiring manual labour to prepare the fruit of 
the vine ? 
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REVIE\V. 

~~r~~ l'T
0 $~ I or Collection of Prove1·bs, Bengalee and San­

scl"lt, 1cith their Translation and Application in English. By 
Rei:, W. Jforton, Senior .Missionary of the Incorp01·ated 
Soc1ety.for Propagating the Gospel in F01·eign Parts. MEssns. 
THACKER AND Co. Price 5 Rupees, cloth bound. 

One of our most observant writers, (the Poet Laureate, if we 
mistake not,) has remarked, that if he wished to influence the mind 
and manners of a country, he would rather be the author of its 
ballads and popular poetry, than of its more dignified literature. 
That the influence of the former class of productions is very exten­
sive, we are folly prepared to admit. Havino- ourselves in youth 
been resident for years on the borders of Sherw~od Forest, the scene 
of the exploits of Robin Hood and his companions, a district where 
the ballad regarding them is universally known, we can well recol­
lect the martial influence which the hearing it continually repeated 
and referred to, produced on ourselves and those around us ; and 
probably most of our readers from Europe yet recollect the feelings, 
cheerful or sorrowful, which at the same time of life were excited in 
their minds by the amusing story of John Gilpin, or the mournful 
ditty of the Children in the Wood. 

Still,however, weare of opinion, that there is another class ofpro­
ductions, which exerts a still more permanent and extensive influence 
on society in general. We refer to Proverbs, and sententious sayings 
partaking of a proverbial character. Productions like ballads chiefly 
influence youth; proverbs influence youth, manhood, and old age 
alike. The former chiefly supply matter for amusing conversation ; 
the latter form the basis of decisive action. Popular poetical tales, 
being readily repeated from memory, chiefly, though by no means 
exclusively, produce their influence among the poor and ignorant, 
who, being unable to read for themselves, have few other means 
of access to literary enjoyment; while proverbs exert an influence 
alike on the rich and the poor, the ignorant and the educated. 
,vith the advance of education, the influence of the former class of 
productions has been gradually reduced at home, and probably soon 
will be in this country; while it is likely that the influence of pro­
verbs will never cease, or be, indeed, materially diminished. Let 
any one conversant with his own feelings, or observant of society 
in o-eneral, recollect what he has experienced in his own mind, or noticed 
in ~thers, and he will be satisfied of the deep impression produced by 
aphoristic sayings. How often has the selfishness of his own heart 
been nurtured, or the conscience of the churl his neighbour been 
satisfied in withholding necessary relief from a destitute fellow crca-
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ture, by some such proverb as," Charity begins at home,'' or" Take 
care of number one;" and on the contrary how frequently has bene­
volence in himself or others been stimulated to generous deeds, when 
aided in its appeal to the heart by the recollection or repetition by 
another of our Saviour's aphorism, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." How numerous are the examples of that class of 
persons, who, through the deeply impressed influence of such a pro­
verb as," Mind the main chance," (the "main chance"being sadly 
misinterpreted to mean only the accumulation of sordid wealth,) 
have been unhappily satisfied through life in neglecting religious and 
even moral duties, in order to amass property; while many a man 
has been stimulated to conduct more becoming an immortal and ac­
countable being by our Saviour's solemn inquiry, "What can a man 
give in exchange for his soul?" And if any one wishes to see the 
influence of proverbial sayings in the formation of a national cha­
racter, we would with confidence refer him to that of our North 
American brethren, which he will find is a complete transcript, 
both in its good and defective features, ( except as modified by reli­
gious principles,) of the sentiments taught them by their great 
philosopher Dr. Franklin, in his spirited and intelligent produc­
tion, " Poor Abraham." 

While therefore we regard proverbs in general as the concentra­
tion of much thought, and on this account worthy of attention from 
every one who wishes to ascertain the grade of intellect of the people 
among whom they are current, it is chiefly as indicating and in­
fluencing their moral condition that we are desirous of knowing 
them, that by this means we may discover the origin of their sen­
timents and the springs of their action, and thus be prepared to 
alter the one, and to purify the other. To all those in a heathen 
country, therefore, who wish to understand and improve the moral 
condition of its inhabitants, a knowledge of the. proverbial say­
ings current among them is a great desideratum. A large ma­
jority of our readers, we trust, are of this class: they feel deeply 
interested in the moral improvement of the many millions among 
whom the Bengali language is vernacuhr; and to them, there­
fore, the handsome volume, the title of which appears at the head 
of this article, will be very acceptable. 

'l'o all Missionary labourers in Bengal we hold it to be inva­
luable. We have ourselves felt from experience the importance 
ofthe knowledge it is designed to communicate. It has been more 
than once our lot, in our early efforts at usefulness, to be addressing 
a numerous congregation of native auditors, evidently listen­
ing with intelligent interest to the discourse-and in a moment to 
lose one-half, yea, sometimes almost all our congregation, through 
the repetition by a mischievous hearer of some proverb, well 
known and relished by all the auditory ; but ;which, through the 
peculiar conventional meaning attached to the leading wordi in the 

T 
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REVIE\V. 

~~T~~ _~0 -!ti" I or Collection of Proverbs, Bengalee and San­
serif, u.·ith their Translation and Application in English. By 
Rei:. W. Morton, Senior Missionar11 <?f the Incorporated 
Soc1.ety.for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. MEssRs. 

THACKER AND Co. Price 5 1/upees, cloth bound. 

One of our most observant writers, (the Poet Laureate, if we 
mistake not,) has remarked, that if he wished to influence the mind 
and manners of a country, he would rather be the author of its 
ballads and popular poetry, than of its more dignified literature. 
That the influence of the former class of productions is very exten­
sive, we are fully prepared to admit. Having ourselves in youth 
been resident for years on the borders of Sherwood Forest, the scene 
of the exploits of Robin Hood and his companions, a district where 
the ballad regarding them is universally known, we can well recol­
lect the martial influence which the hearing it continually repeated 
and referred to, produced on ourselves and those around us ; and 
probably most of our readers from Europe yet recollect the feelings, 
cheerful or sorrowful, which at the same time of life were excited in 
their minds hy the amusing story of John Gilpin, or the mournful 
ditty of the Children in the Wood. 

Still,however, weare of opinion, that there is another class of pro­
ductions, which exerts a still more permanent and extensive influence 
on society in general. We refer to Proverbs, and sententious sayings 
partaking of a proverbial character. Productions like ballads chiefly 
influence youth; proverbs influence youth, manhood, and old age 
alike. The former chiefly supply matter for amusing conversation; 
the latter form the basis of decisive action. Popular poetical tales, 
being readily repeated from memory, chiefly, though by no means 
exclusively, produce their influence among the poor and ignorant, 
who, being unable to read for themselves, have few other means 
of access to literary enjoyment; while proverbs exert an influence 
alike on the rich and the poor, the ignorant and the educated. 
,Vith the advance of education, the influence of the former class of 
productions has been gradually reduced at home, and probably soon 
will be in this country; while it is likely that the influence of pro­
verbs will never cease, or be, indeed, materially _ diminished. Let 
any one conversant with his own feelings, or observant of society 
in general, recollect what he has experienced in his own !llind, ornoticed 
in others, and he will be satisfied of the deep impress10n produced by 
aphoristic sayings. How often has the selfishness of his own heart 
been nurtured, or the conscience of the churl his neighbour been 
satisfied in withholding necessary relief from a destitute fellow crca-
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ture, by some such proverb as," Charity begins at home," or" Take 
care of number one;" and on the contrary how frequently has bene­
volence in himself or others been stimulated to generous deeds, when 
aided in its appeal to the heart by the recollection or repetition by 
another of our Saviour's aphorism, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." How numerous are the examples of that class of 
persons, who, through the deeply impressed influence of such a pro­
verb as," Mind the main chance," (the "main chance"being sadly 
misinterpreted to mean only the accumulation of sordid wealth,) 
have been unhappily satisfied throughlifeinneglecting religious and 
even moral duties, in order to amass property ; while many a man 
has been stimulated to conduct more becoming an immortal and ac­
countable being by our Saviour's solemn inquiry, "What can a man 
give in exchange for his soul?" And if any one wishes to see the 
influence of proverbial sayings in the formation of a national cha­
racter, we would with confidence refer him to that of our North 
American brethren, which he will find is a complete transcript, 
both in its good and defective features, ( except as modified by reli­
gious principles,) of the sentiments taught them by their great -
philosopher Dr. Franklin, in his spirited and intelligent produc­
tion, " Poor Abraham." 

While therefore we regard proverbs in general as the concentra­
tion of much thought, and on this account worthy of attention from 
every one who wishes to ascertain the grade of intellect of the people 
among whom they are current, it is chiefly as indicating and in­
fluencing their moral condition that we are desirous of knowing 
them, that by this means we may discover the origin of their sen­
timents and the springs of their action, and thus be prepared to 
alter the one, and to purify the other. To all those in a heathen 
country, therefore, who wish to understand and improve the moral 
condition of its inhabitants, a knowledge of the proverbial say­
ings current among them is a great desideratum. A large ma­
jority of our readers, we trust, are of this class: they feel deeply 
interested in the moral improvement of the many millions among 
whom the Bengali language is vernacul<tr; and to them, there­
fore, the handsome volume, the title of which appears at the head 
of this article, will be very acceptable. 

To all Missionary labourers in Bengal we hold it to be inva­
luable. We have ourselves felt from experience the importance 
ofthe knowledge it is designed to communicate. It has been more 
than once our lot, in our early efforts at usefulness, to be addressing 
a numerous congregation of native auditors, evidently listen­
ing with intelligent interest to the discourse-and in a moment to 
lose one-half, yea, sometimes almost all our congregation, through 
the repetition by a mischievous hearer of some proverb, well 
known and relished by all the auditory ; but :which, through the 
peculiar conventional meaning attached to the leading wonh in the 

T 



140 Review. [No. III. 

sentence, we could not at the moment understand, and to which 
ther~fore we ~oul~ offer no appropriate ~e:ely. Imagine the per­
plexity, _mort1ficat1011, and grief of a Missionary, thus to see his 
l1earcrs m a body desert him, led captive by the magic influence 
of a charm which he could no wise resist; and contrast his situa­
tion with that of another, well furnished with the aphoristic know­
ledge wl~ich this volume ~ill supply, who, to an attack by a shrewd 
and cuttmg proverb, can mstantly supply an am,wer in an aphorism 
equally known and pungent; and thus, while he .,.ets rid of his 
discom~ted opponent, attracts ~o hirnselt: a_gratified° congregation, 
~etter _disposed than b~for~ to hsten to his mstructions. So great 
IS the n~portance of tins kmd of knowledge to the Missionary, that 
a work hke the present, so well adapted to communicate it, we regard 
as among his most important auxiliaries. 

The valuable labours of Roebuck and ,vilson had already sup­
plied us with an abundant collection of proverbs in Arabic, Persian, 
and Hindoostanee, but no corresponding effort had l1itherto been 
made to fumish us with an extensive supply of the same kind in 
Bengali; so that in this language, the present is the only satisfac­
tory work which the student can consult. Independent of about 
seventy Sanscrit proverbs, it contains no less than eight hundred 
Beng-ali ones-and those not only with the meaning literally 
translated, but also their application under different circumstances 
briefly explained. The following extracts from the preface will 
exhibit more fully the views of the translator: 

" The translation aims more at correctness than elegance, which latter 
quality i~ scarcely indeed compatible either with the homeliness of most of 
these aphorisms, or with tl1e literality indi~pensabl_e to the object _in view 
in presenting them to the European public. Delicacy and propriety too 
have ~ometimes demanded a devia' :on from the coarseness of the original 
proverb, which neve~theless it was J~dg~d well not to withhold, as serving 
to the immediate design of the pubhcat10n. I must not, however, be con­
sidered responsible for any sentiments exyressed, ~n many cases so.dit·ectly 
at variance with the truth of nature, policy, or science: my office 1s not to 
patronize opinions, ~ut t~ exhibit t_hem,. in order to aid an insight into the 
15tructure of the native mmd ; and m domg so, I trust I shall not have been 
unsuccessfullv employed, or have expended, without an adequate result of 
ad,·antage, the labour, hy no m~ans inco?sidcrable, neces~arily undergone. 

"The estimates formed of this collect10n may be vanous. Some may 
deem a large portion of its contents mean; and current among an illiterate 
people, the style is of course often low and. incorrect; yet as the a?tual 
expression in customary language, of the national character, and not10ns, 
it is onlv t~1c more valuable. Avarice and cunning, selfishness and apathy, 
every where show themi;eh•es; the sordidness of worldly aims, and indiffer­
ence to higher, are seen to flow n~turally from a base idolatry that confers 
neither elerntion of mind nor purity of hea11;: . . . 

"Hence, however, a greater sympathy with t~e demoralized co~d1t10n 
end superstitious ignorance of a whole 1~eople, w1!l _ probably be ~xCited­
aud consequently a more diligent and ~1tymg activity exerted, m en~ea­
,·ouring to introduce amongst them the light of truth, the power of a ration­
al piety, a holy and spil'itual religion." 
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These important objects, with the advantage derivable from such 
a collection, " towards understanding many otherwise obscure 
passages in books, or concise allusions in conversation," must com­
mend themselves to the approval of the reader; while the follow­
ing extracts, which we have selected almost at random, will give 
him an opportunity of judging for himself how far they may be 
facilitated by the publication in question. 

6. :::sti! ~~ ~mnr ~~ istr~ ~ 1 

What ! eat a husband's rice, and extol the merits ef a paramour ! 
Said to one who though long supported by the individual who employs 

him, yet from ill-will to him, sounds the praises of another-like an adul­
terous wife, who, fed and clothed at her husband's cost, extols the merit of 
her paramour. 

11. ~~ 'fta=rnr if~ I 
'Tis the bell on the ape's neck. 

Addressed to an incompetent person, charged with an office of import.. 
ance; resembling the monkey on whose neck a large bell had been fastened 
which by its weight disabled him from moving about. , 

16. <JI~ -sfrv c&f~ 9f~ ~l -strnr irtfl('l 11vri 1 
A pestle has fallen in one village, and head-aches ai·efelt in another! 

"\-Vhen one is angered or pleased by the praise or abuse bestowed on 
others. 

21. C°ftf~ (~~ ~~ ~ "G"'t?i1 I 

Cutting at the root, and watering the top ! 
Spoken to one who pretends to do service where he has before really 

injured . 
. 31. "lff~'ITTi1( ~~ '5~ ~ (W~ fwflf7;i5 l'I~ I 

Can the fishing boat bear the ship's mast ? 
Said when a low person is injured by the attainment of a great charge. 

50. Cll~ll~ ~<1.>-a-r~ ~tirt~H <j\qi ifl 1 .. 
The goldsmith's hammer taps often, the smith's gives a single blow. 

Meaning that an object is by one man effected with much difficulty, which 
by a higher personage may be accomplished with ease. 

83. ~'>t~ JT1 '>f1f1 9fn£ iJ1 I 
The mother of many 11ever gains the Ganges. 

(The sons seeking to throw the burden one on the other, which consequent­
ly is sustained by none of them). 

Intimating that what has many doers is not soon done, and that many 
masters ensure mismanagement. 

102. WJT Ctfif ,~~ri!~ lli~ 1 

You are like tliefruit of the ttil-ti·ee, 
{That, in falling off, falls far from the tree it grew on.) 

Addressed to servants, &c. who are not to be found when their services 
are required. Also applied to one who instead of helping his neighbours 
and kindred, spends his patronage, &c. on those from afar, 01· on strangers. 
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126. ~ 1!'tllt11f If~ Ttlf'I I 
Brooking the cocoanut on another's head. 

lnlen one aims at his own advantage, through another's detriment. 

150. ~tJ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ <ttro" I 

A cucumber 12 cubits kmg, with seeds qf l3 cubit,v. 
(And only a cucumber after all.) 

Applied to a great fuss and stir of preparation for a trilling matter or 
insignificant object, or to lofty pretences and expenditure beyond one's 
means. 

155. (TI" ~ zj-r~ ~ ~ 2i I 
In making a god an ape turned up. 

When something adverse has arisen where advantage was expected. 

195. ~~ ~ 'fl> (<{1>1 I 

Selling needles at the ironmonger's ! 

196. ~ ('lr~il' ("ii'~ l>~il' I 
Passing plugged money at the money-changer's! 

Both proverbs "insinuating that it is not easy to over-reach the cunning, 
the cautious, or the wary. 

215. ~ ~ f{lf~,i:f ~-e~1 lfTIT il'1 I 
No getting back the c"tod once cast from the hand! 

Intimating the difliculty of remedying what has been said or done pre­
cipitately and without reflection. 

311. ~ ~F~c.il.lc..\11, (t;f't1rt~~ 1 
'Tis Hariglwsh's cow-fold. 

(An ancient rich man who, at his own cost, found keep in his pen for the 
cows of all comers.) 

Said of a place frequented by men of all sorts, good and bad. 

317. fil1i '61lc.i'I( C9ft~ ~~ I 
Worms breed even in sweet mangoes. 

So there are defects and imperfections in persons and things good in 
themselves and excellent on the whole. 

380. ~ffTI( ~ <{~1'f W"irl I 

JT"U1hwakarma: s son ia Baishkarmd. 

(Vishwakarma, the architect ~of the gods, lit. the maker of a~.) This is a 
pun on his name ~~~""if"1 pronouncing it as if f~1'f<lr~1 m11ker of 
twenty. It may be rendered thus in English-Twenty-man's son is twen­
ty.one. 

Applied to a son who is _cleverer than his father. 

421. lR"1II" ~~~ '1l"~ \?i~ ~"'if~" ~ l 
Be orn:' a birth as it may, let one's deeds be j,ut. 

Intimating, that high and low birth are alike of little importance, pro. 
vided in every case a man's character be upright and his conduct praise­
worthy. 
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462. -rro ~~ firm 'ft~ ~ 
Throwing your fare into the boat, and getting IYVe7' by awimming.­

(The boat having sunk.) 
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Applied, where there has been a large expenditure, but an unfavourable 
result. 

481. 'litRf<!i clff?1f ~ci'J"tf'"t ilf~ I 

A host of virtues are spoiled b.lJ the vice of poverty ! 
Intimating that a person of many excellent qualities and of good under­

standing and knowledge, if he be poor withal, is too often unregarded and 
unknown. 

559. ~~ ('wf ~i Jf!1l", C~~ t8f'li1r1 '>Ii?!' ~~ I ... ... 
One man kills himself with pounding and beating the grain-another blows on 

the smoking rice and fills his cheek with it ! 
Said, when one man having effected an object, another preposterously 

aims without toil to reap the fruit of it. 

616. ~~ ~1 roifl w, ~ ilt~ ~ <{t , 

Money will bring you rice and curds; therefore no friend like money. 
Intimating that money is the universal efficient, while without it nothing 

succeeds. 

621. 1"fffl 1:_~ 1"ft?I' C'li~~ I 
View the C7iminal' s size, and choose the stake for him ! 

A recommendation used when either one highly culpable has, through 
the partiality of friendship, been lightly punished, or a venial offender 
heavily mulcted; 01· lastly, when a rich person has been severely treated to 
extort from him a portion of his wealth. 

670, ~?I' ~1 "5ft1Sf1 ~=11 C9f'11ri '1~ I ... 
A basket full of hope producing a shovel full of ashes ! 

An exclamation employed when large expectations have been utterly dis­
appointed. 

702. (?1'0
~ ~~ 91tm ~ 1 

The little mouse bores through the mountain-! 
Employed in extolling the efficiency of an ordinary person conducting 

successfully an important business. 

756. tfif 111"t~tf~ ~t~ I 
He resembles a shell..cutter's saw, 

(Which cuts both ways.) 
Said of one who contrives, by cleverness and cunning, to suck his own 

advantage out of both parties in an affair, while pretending to give counsel 
and aid to each-as from plaintiff and defendant, or in either event of a 
suit, &c. 

Di-ipping water tvilt eat thi·ough a rock ! 
Intending, that deliberate and patient perseverance will overcome all 

difficulties and effect all objects. 
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The Sanscrit proverbs are by no means all which the language 
can supply. A more complete collection we have already noticed 
in our first volume*. Those translated hy Mr. Morton are mere­
ly, as he states, "a few frequently heard from the mouths of the 
better informed, or met with in the higher (Bengali) publications." 
As far as they go, however, they will be very useful, an_d we are 
happy they are inserted in the volume. The following are specimens 
of the selection : 

SOi. 'if'!.l:I' ~ ~ct 'Jf1t>j't ~~ 
The minute Saphari fish maklJfl a pother in a handful of water! 

Said of a low person unduly elated with a small advancement, and so 
assuming a ridiculous importaw::e. 

817. ~~1 ~ ~ n;f~ ~-!t~11 
AS the .forethought or apprehension, so is the r/Jf/ult. 

Intimating, that people successfully accomplish only what they plan with 
prudence and pursue with zeal; and that success often depends upon our 
mm hope of obtaining it. 

822. 91-f~g ~~ -ef1{8 I ,.,. 
A fallen mountain i8 lightly regarded. 

Meaning that, when a person once prosperous declines in circumstances, 
he ceases to be respected; also that what in apprehension seemed difficult or 
alarming becomes easy by use or supportable by endurance. 

843. f.!l~if ~Cl ifl~ ,;tfa~l:<t~ I 

A chariot mov/Jf/ not on a single wheel I 

A censure on those who would excuse their own indolence under the no­
tion of an irresistible fate ; and intending that Providence and human exer­
t.ion are always co-operative. 

855. --rt-lg\ f-.ts't9f4t.. 91i'ii0 llft;rg 9f'i>! ~ 0 I 
P'l'OCeed onwards leisurely, even a nwuntain may be crossed by degre/Jf/ ! 

Patience and perseverance will overcome all obstacles. 

869. efc:i-r~~g '11'R't8 f~~if ~~g I 
Is the sl!l'pent notfearf ul when decked with jewels? 

Insinuating the danger of associating with the vicious, though adorned 
with learning and science. 

We close the volume, cordially thanking the intelligen't author 
{or the important assistance which he has afforded us, and recom.: 
mending all our readers who wish a complete acquaintance with the 
Bengali language, or with the Hindu character, to avail them­
selves without delay of his valuable labours. 

BETA. 

• Calculta CLristian Observer for July, 1832, p. i7, 
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THE BREAKING-UP OF THE FEAST. 

Sin and concupiscence marry together, and riot and feast it high.-And if you will 
nurse their children, and give them whatsoever is dear to you, then you may be ad­
mitted into the house of feasting and chambers of riot, where sin dwells: but if you 
will have the mother, you must have the daughters; and there is none of you all, that 
ever entered into this house of pleasure, but he left the skirts of his garments in tbe 
hands of shame, and had his name rolled on the chambers of death. 

Spirit, that livest within ! 
The walls of thy house are shaking; 

The revel thou boldest with sin 
In discord wild is breaking. 

For the lusts of the flesh and the eye 
Have risen in anger high, 
And the Will holds fiery strife 
With the pomp and pride of life : 
They had sworn to be thy slaves for aye, 
But they cast their cords away. 
They leave thy dwelling in high disdain, 
For wintry Age's cold and rain 
Have stripp'd the gaudy colours away, 
That cover'd its walls of clay. 
And hark! to the guests of thy heart 
How they curse thee ere they depart ! 

Jeremy Taylm-. 

Dost shrink from the scoff and the mocking shout ? 
Fling scorn at the rabble rout, 

If thou mayest ! 

Spirit, ho Spirit, be bold ! 
There's a fearful one at thy gate; 

Darkness, and Silence, and Cold, 
And Horror around him wait. 

Spirit, away! away! 
No time, at the coming of Death, 

For question, or delay ; 
He is doing his will on the flitting breath, 

And the perishing walls of clay. 
They are old, and batter'd, and cover'd with rust, 

Ancl hark ! they ure toppling in, 
There's a heavy rushing of dust to dust. 

Spirit, that livest within ! 
Hast heard of the sting of sin ? 
It has broken thy bonds of clay; 

Away, free Spirit, away, 
If thou mayest 
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'Who are those that wait thee without, 
And hail thee with scoff and shout ? 
'Who are those that weep as they go, 
Poor fallen soul ! dost thou know ? 
They came to thee, Virtue, and Faith, and Prayer ; 

But thou would'st not let them nigh. 
They came to thee, Lust, and Sin, and Care; 

Thou hast feasted them well and high ! 
And the grateful hirelings bring 
A sceptre and robe for their king. 

Ho, don thy kingly gear! 
Alas ! the robe is remorse and despair, 

And the sceptre, a scorpion's sting! 
A maddening shriek, a deepen'd gloom,­
A soul bas met its doom ! 

MISSIONARY SONNETS. 

SoNNET III. 

Up to the Gospel-mount, my soul! and look 
From Mecca's gates to China's farthest bound. 
What see'st thou from thy blessed vantage ground? 
Knees bent in prayer in many a silent nook,-
And, like the far-off glitter of a brook, 
A thread of silvery light, now lost, now found,­
Silence and blackness every where around ! 
Deep terror is upon me, such as shook 
The soul of Jonah; many watchers sleep"', 
And few are out amidst the dreary night : 
Spirit! that brooded'st o'er the rayless deep, 
Ere spake the voice of God, and there was light, 
0 be Thou with us, till the gloom departs, 
And the DAY-STAR arises on our hearts! 

• 1 Theis. vi. 13, 14, 

M. 

M. 
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Jft/litJtJionni, nnn lfteUgfottt IEntclligeme. 

CALCU'ITA. 
1.-DEATH OF RAJA RAMMOHUN Rov. 

We record with unfeigned regret the death of this distinguished indivi­
dual. We have watched his career with anxiety; and though it has ended 
too soon for him, and for our hopes, there is not a brighter on the annals 
of his country. Others have equalled, or surpassed him, in genius, in 
learning, even in boldness of thinking; but if they were able to hurst their 
own mental shackles, they used their influence to rivet yet more closely 
those of their countrymen. He alone, when he rose above the prejudices, 
rose above the selfish feeling~ of his class, and devoted his great talents to 
the general welfare of his country. In this respect, he may be advantage­
ously compared with the most eminent of the ancient philosophers, who, if 
we except Socrates, seem to have made no practical efforts for the moral 
improvement of the community. But here the compari~on ends. The 
mind of Rammohun noy wa5 not, in the highest sense, philosophical. 
Brilliant, versatile, highly accomplished, and often striking out bold and 
original thoughts, it was unequal to the higher task of arrangement and 
generalization; it was wanting in depth, perseverance, and decision. The 
marks of his country were upon him; opinions, ever shifting, because their 
foundation is on sand, and a metaphysical acuteness so great as to cloud 
and confuse the judgment. If these sometimes led him to unworthy 
compromise, or to rash and hasty decisions, it is matter of sorrow, rather 
than of blame. At a time of unexampled darkness, he was the first to 
hail the coming light, and to point it out to others: he laboured incessantly 
for the mental and political regeneration of India, and, in spite of persecu­
tion and reproach, he remained at his post until the end. Amongst his 
countrymen he has left no successor, and he never had an equal. 

There is another, and to us a more interesting point of view, under which 
this great man may be regarded. It is that of a highly cultivated intellect, 
without fixed principle of any kind, suddenly brought into contact with 
modern science, and the pure and heavenly light of Christianity. Truth 
obliges us to say, that the trial proved too much for him. His mind sunk 
under it. He was dazzled and confounded ; found himself incapable to 
decide, and delivered himself up to the impressions of the hour. What his 
religious opinions were, or whether he had any, it is perhaps impossible to 
discover. We regret deeply on his own account that he was not established 
in the truth, and the more, that in the all-wise providence of God he had 
opportunities of benefiting his countrv, which no other native ever possessed. 

On these points, howeve1·, we ho
0

pe to enter at more length, when we 
receive the Life promised by the Editor of the Reformer, which many are 
anxiously looking for. In the meantime we take leave of this illustrious 
individual, as of one whose memory we revere and whose failings we would 
bury in the grave. 

2.-CALCUTTA CnRISTIAN TRACT AND BooK SocIETY, 

The annual General Meeting of this valuable Society was held in the Town 
Hall on Tuesday evening, 4th Febrnary, W. H. Bird, Esq. in the chair. 
The Report was read by the Rev. Mr. Gogerly, and occupied much of the 
time of the meeting. Amidst other interesting matter, it aclverted to a 
new feature in the operations of the Society, and a very encouraging oue, 
inasmuch as it originates in the improved intellectual condition of the na­
tive youth. It was stated to be the determination of the Committee, while 
they used increased diligence in preparing and distributing useful tracts, to 
trnnslate into the native languages, standard English works of a large size, 
such as the Pilgrim's Progress, Doddriclge's Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul, and Baxter's Call: and that some of these we1·e in a ~tate of consi-

u 
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derahle forwardness. For further particulars, we refer to the Report itself, 
which ,.-ill soon be in circulation. Several eloquent and stirring speeches 
were made, and II spirit of harmony and Christian zeal seemed to pervade 
the meeting. Resolutions were moved and seconded by Rev. Messrs. Deal­
trr, Mather, Duff, Lacroix, Campbell, Sandys, Mackay and Gogerly, and by 
Messrs. W oollaston and Hough. 

3.-CAl,CUTTA CHURCH MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

The tenth Anniversary of. the Calcutta Church Missionary Association 
took place on the evening of the 18th Feb. in the Old Church Rooms, when 
the Venerable Archdeacon Corrie took the chair. It was peculiarly grn­
tifying to see a ,·ery large and respectable meeting assembled to celebrate the 
event. 

Resolutions were moved and seconded by the Rev. Messrs. Dealtry, Fish­
l'r, Hreberlen and Sandys, Messr~. Mangles, Corbyn and Cooke, Lieut. 
Dougan, Baboos M. C. Ghose, and K. M. Bane1jea.-Enquirer. 

4..-A BRIEF NOTICE OF TRE ORIGIN AND OBJECTS OF THE EVANGELICAL 
SocrETV OF GENEVA. 

A recent number of the London Christian Observer contains some no­
tices of this truly interesting Society. To all sincere Protestants, Gene­
va, " the cradle of the Reformation," must stand forth prominently as 
one of the most distinguished cities on earth-a city that must ever be as­
sociated with the most hallowed recollections. Great was its glory and wide­
spreading its renown in the days of Zuinglius and Calvin. But it was 
doomed to experience the fate of the seven churches of Asia. Its light 
which, for a season, shone so brightly, became soon eclipsed : its candlestick 
was removed : and it sunk into utter desolation under the blasts of a cold, 
withering Socinianism. How cheering then the thought that of late, this 
celebrated city has begun to exhibit symptoms of renovation-th11t its fal­
len palaces and ruined walls have begun to be rebuilt-and that it promi­
ses fair to rival its original glory. The honour of having originated the 
work of restoration must be attributed to Mr. Robert Haldane, a Scottish gen­
tleman, who visited Geneva some years ago, and was blessed of God as the 
instrument in " shaking the dry bones" that lay thickly scattered there as 
in the valley of vision. But as it is not our present purpose to give a de­
tailed account of the rise and progress of the aecond reformation in Switzer­
land, we have only to announce the delightful fact that it continues steadily 
to advance. Of this various circumstances conspire to furnish decisive evi­
dence: and amongst the rest, the recent formation of "the Evangelical 
Society of Geneva." This Society was instituted in the year 1831, and its 
pious designs are, by the blessing of God, greatly prospering and enlarging. 
The Society may be considered as a general union of the friends of Evan­
gelical truth in Switzerland. Its labours are apportioned to several distinct 
committees, each of which gives in a distinct account of its proceedings at 
the general annual meeting. In the first report are found the following 
details: divine worship, and schools, comprising a daily school, a sunday 
school, an infant school, and a class of catechumens ; the distribution 
of the Scriptures, Tracts, Evangelical Missions, and the SchoolofTheology; 
and under each of these heads is to be met information of a description 
highly encouraging. 

But passing by these at present, we crave the special attention of our 
readers to two more recent documents of engrossing interest, viz. I, "A letter 
of encouragement and fraternity, lately addressed to the Committee of the 
Evangelical Society, signed by no fewer than one hundred and twenty-three 
ministers of the national church of the CaJJ.ton ofVaud :" and 2, ''The answer 
of the Geneva Committee." 
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The letter from Vaud has been translated as follows: 
" To the Members of the Committee of the E1Jangelical Socie/y of G,n,~a. 

" Very dear nod honoured Brethren,-It is with lively interest that the undersign­
ed ministers of the holy Gospel in the national church of the canton of Vaud have 
learned, by means of the circular which you have addressed them, the formation of 
the school of Evangelical Theology ; they feel the »eed of it, and they consider it a 
duty to express the joy which they experience. • 

" You declare that it is your determination, in regard to the condition of man, the 
grace of God, the nature of the Saviour, the work which he has performed, and that 
which he still performs for the salvation of his people, to profess the scriptural doc­
trines proclaimed by the Helvetic Confession of Faith. This assurance is dear and 
precious to us. Regarding these doctrines as the • fundamental object of the Chris­
tian faith, and as those alone which are capable of producing in the heart true rege­
neration, life, and peace, we could not observe without pain these holy truths attacked 
in writings published by members of the clergy and of the academy of your canton ; 
but soon were our hearts rejoiced ; and we doubt not that God, who alone is good, to 
whom we render thanks, is blessing your labours and those of the servants of Christ 
occupied in the same field ; and is causing the great truths which are the fonndations 
of our common hopes to resume among you their wonted hononr, and is rekindling 
the torch of a simple and vivifying faith in the bosom of a church which for many 
years made its light to shine in the midst of ti,e reformed nations. 

" Our wishes accompany your efforts for the advancement of the reiga of our Mas­
ter and Saviour. We shall remember you in our prayers, and we entreat you not to 
forget us in yours. The good pleasure of God be with you, and direct the work of 
your hands." 

As might be anticipated, the Geneva Committee lost no time in replying 
to the above communication. Accordingly, the directors of the School ofTheo­
logy undertook the task. And in their letter they embrace the favourable 
opportunity afforded, for giving largerpublicity to their profession of Chris­
tian doctrines, and for making more clearly understood the real nature of 
their present situation. The reply enters at great length into their topics : 
but the following is the Observer s analysis of the doctrinal part of its con-
tents: 

" After expressing their joy and gratitude at this mark of Christian affection on the 
part of so many Christian ministers, the Committee remark: "We have risen up in 
the name of the doctrine, and we have declared aloud our adherence to the faith of the 
church universal, and of the reformed church in particular, of which we are members." 
Then follow explicit declarations in regard to those momentous doctrines which had 
become nearly obsolete in the Church of Geneva. On the Deity of Christ it is obser­
ved.-" We have confessed, with all ages, and with all the churches, that Jesus 
Christ is really God ; and we have done so because we are convinced that if he were 
only a creature, though the most excellent of creatures, he could not save us. All 
that obedience which he might thus render to the God who had created him, he would 
owe to him on his own account ; nothing would be left him wherewith to discharge 
the debts of his brethren. He only can be a true mediator between God and man, 
who has part on one side in the nature of God, and on the other in the nature of man. 
To deny the real Divinity of Jesus Christ is to take from man the only means by 
which he can re-enter into communion with God; that is, to render his salvation impos­
sible." Equally clear and satisfactory are the views which are taken of the nature of 
man, of justification by faith, and of the conversion of the heart to God. '' A man,'' 
it is remarked, " introduced, were it possible, into heaven with his old heart, would 
have no more enjoyment of it than a deaf man would have of an harmonious concert, 
or a blind man of the magnificence of our Alps and of our lakes ; and fain would he 
flee from a place where there was nothing which he loved." Au animated and joyful 
remembrance that these great truths are such as have been professed by Christendom 
in general concludes this part of the letter. " Whom, in the whole period of the 
church's duration, have we against us ? Some false teachers : Theodotus the tanner, 
who at the commencement of the third, or at the end of the second, century, first denied 
the Divinity of Christ ; N <Etius, Arius, Pelagius, Socinus, and some other obscure per­
sons, who appeared on different occasions, to give rise to different heresies amongst 
believers, and whom they rejected from their bosom. And, on the contrary, whom 
have we with us ? The whole church of Christ, represented by those illustrious teach­
ers who have not ceased to combat the false wisdom of the world ; first, Peter, Paul, 
John, Jude, Luke, and all the Apostles and Evangelists ; at a later period, Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Justin, Irenreus, Tertullian, Cyprian, Athanasius, Ambrose, Augustine, 
Chrysostom ; and when, after a long season of mourning, the church resumes its glo-

U 2 
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ri·, Luther. ~1el•ncth11n, :z:uinglius, Fare!, Calvin, Knox, Beza, We have with us 
the dmrrh universal of all _ti_mes ; and at this very moment, in confessing these fun­
damental truths of our rehinon, we speak not merely in harmony with your natlonal 
chmch, dear brethren, hut also ";th the national churches of the whole Protestant 
world. This matrnificent Record of centuries this voice universal greatly confirms 
and establishes us ; anrl whilst we regard this 'c1ourl of witnesses wi1ich surrounds us, 
our weakn~•s ?htains consolation, ll'lld we feel fully convinced that we have not done 
~oo mnc_h. '':' hftmg 1~p our voice with theirs. and in founding a school for imparting 
instruction m th"t faith "·hich they confess." 

Next follows a long account of the ecclesiastical relations of the school of 
E,·angelical Theology, &c. but our limits preclude us from indulging in far­
ther extracts. '\Ve must therefore conclude with the Observer's closing 
remarks. heartily echoing our own concurrence : 

." Those ~caders who ha,·e mourned over the degenerate churches of Switzerland, 
'"1thout hemg apprised of the hopeful symptoms of a revival which, by the mercy of 
God, are now conspicuous, ";u be no less surprised than gratified at the above corre­
spondence. That so large a proportion of the pastors of the Canton de Vaud should 
have s1g-nerl . the above address ; and that the Geneva reply should display such 
respectable signatures as t~ose of Mcrle-d' Aubigne, Steiger, Hrevernick, and Galland, 
(:!II. Gaussen was absent m England,) is far more than we could have dared a few 
years since to anticipate. But the arm of the Lord is not shortened that it cannot 
save ; nor his ear heavy, that it cannot hear ; and we rejoice to beli:ve that a work 
has commenced in Scvitzerland which will not cease till the once honoured churches 
of that " cradle of the Reformation" shall again become " a praise in the earth." 

S.-PROTESTANT CHURCH IN FRANCE, 

Every thing connected with the efforts now made to disseminate divine 
truth in its purity, whether amongst Mohammedaus or Heathens, Pagans or 
Paganized Christians, is fraught with interest. On this account, we doubt 
not our readers will be gratified with the following detached parts connect­
ed with the present condition and prospects of the Protestant Church in 
France: 

"There is not in France any thing that answers to the current phrase in this country, 
of "the relii,:ious public." Religious books are few in number, and since the Revo­
lution, new Roman Catholic publications are scarcely heard of. Protestantism, we 
rejoice to say, is more active ; and though, compared with the wants of the people, 
the religious press has effected little ; yet, compared with its feeble exertions a few 
years since, it is do:n; much. There are now several religious periodical publications 
issued in Paris, which are truly Evangelical in their doctrine and spirit ; namely, The 
Sower, the Journal of Missions, and the Friend of Youth; besides the longer esta­
blished " Archi,·es dn Christianisme." The Religious Tract Society has also issued 
many useful publications. We have not enumerated, " The Protestant," and some 
other publications, because their doctrine is not Scriptural, but tinctured with Neo­
logy. 

" Conversions are frequently occurring from Popery to Protestantism. The following 
ii; a recent and remarkable illustration. The town of Malaucene, in the department 
ofVaucluse, which is connected with Avignon, where formerly dwelt the Popes from 
Clement V. to Gregory IX., has always been under the most bigotted dominion of the 
Roman Catholic priesthood. On every side are chapels and niches dedicated to papal 
saints ; and the true worship of God had been snperseded by the grossest idolatry. 
Lately, however, some Bibles have penetrated the place, and the pernsal of them has 
been conspicuously attended by the blessing of God. M. Renuous, a pious Protestant 
minister, hearing that some of the people were assiduously studying the word of God, 
and were even preparing to throw off the yoke of Popery, repaired to the place, _and 
has been labouring diligently among them in preaching the doctrines of salvation. 
The attendance at his discourses has already i1;1creased from twenty to two hundred : 
thirty heads of families have sent in a declaration to the mayor, ~hat they arc deter­
mined to live and die Protestants ; and have demanded the protection of the laws as a 
religious body. M. Renuous describes his discourses as being interrupted with the 
frequent exclamations of his astonished and delighted auditors ; contrasting the bless­
edness of simple Christian truth, and the offer of free pardon through the blood of the 
Saviour, with the follies and penances to which they had been accustomed. 

The plan of circulating Bibles and Testaments in France by means of the hawkers 
has bad a most beneficial effect ; for not only have copies of the word of God been by 
this means widely diffused, but, in various instance~ the perusal of these copies has 
prepared the way for the stated preaching of the tiospel. This was poor Kieffer'• 
favourite plan, and he wisI,ed to extend it as much as possible. 
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DOMESTlO OOOVRRE:KOES. 
[Where the pince is not mentioned, Calcutta is to be understood. J 

Nov. MARRIAGES. 
7, At Muttrn, Lieut. Larkins, N. I. to Migg Battely. 

At Mnlaccn, Robert Diggles, Esq. to Eliza, only daughter of Samuel Garling, 
Esq. Resident Councillor at Malacca. 
DEC, 

28. At Kamptee, Captain Philip R. Chambers, Mad. Eur. Regt., to Charlotte 
Catherine, eldest daughter of Lieut.-Colonel J. Wahab, C. B. 
JAN, 

10. At Bombay, H. F. Owen, Esq., to Mary Stanley, widow of the late Lieutenant­
Colonel W. H. Stanley. 

20. At Pondicherry, Ensign Edward Slack Master, 13th N. I., to Isabella, daugh­
ter of the late Capt. Cameron, of the Bengal Artillery. 

21. At Byculla, P. W. Le Geyt, Esq. of the Civil Service, to Pawline, eldest 
daughter of G. W. Anderson, Esq. 

22. Mr. Daniel Isaac, Apothecary, to Miss Mary Gage. 
25. John Thomas Corrie, Esq. to Miss Jane Mills. 
27. Mr. Thomas Gurr, Honorahle Company's Marine, to Miss Maria Dias. 
- At Madrns, Lieut. E. Roberts, 49th N. I. to Jane, daughter of Capt. Prender­

gast, H. M. Service. 
At Dinapore, Mr. Thomas Alexander Pereira, to Miss Maria Guest. 

29, Mr. B. F. Harvey, to Miss A. M. L. Heberlet. 
31. At Allahabad, Capt. Edward J. Watson, 59th Regt. to Jane Campbell, third 

daughter of the late R. M. Thomas, Esq. 
FEB. 

3, Capt. William Boothby, to Anne Francis, daughter of the late Mr. Smith, 
Lambeth, London. 

5. At Kurnaul, William Cockson, Esq. Adjutant, 9th Light Cavalry, eldest son 
of Lieut.-General Cockson, of the Royal Artillery, to Elizabeth Lucy, youngest daugh­
ter of Colonel T. G. P. Tucker, H. M. Service. 

7, Mr. Patrick Julius DeVine, to Mrs. Elizabeth Nelson. 
15. At Oum-Oum, Frank G. Fulton, Esq, to Hariett Frances Georgiana, daughter 

of the late George Morse, Esq. M. D. of Clifton, Gloucester. 

DEc. BIRTHS. 
2. At Sultanpore Factory, Purneah, the lady of A. J. Forbes, Esq. of a son. 

1 I. At Singapore, at the house of J. Conolly, Esq. Mrs. Symers, of a daughter. 
14. At Ahmedabad, the lady of Charles Scott, Esq. Medical Establishment, of a 

daughter. 
JAN. 
• 1. At Jaulnah, the lady of Capt. J. D. Audry, Sub-Assistant Commissary Gene-
ral, of a son. 

2. At Lall Baugh, in Moorshedabad, Mrs. Anne Burnett, of a son. 
7, At Sea, on board the ship Atlas, the lady of Capt. George Wright, 10th N. I. 

of a daughter. 
11. At Mhow, the lady of Dacres Fitz Evans, Esq. 16th N. I. of a son. 
12. At Allahabad, the wife of Sub-Conductor A. Bethune, of a son. 
13. At Trincomalie, the lady of George Rumley, Esq. M. D. Assist. Surg. Ceylon 

Rifles, of a daughter. . 
15, At Sattara, the lady of Major G. J. Wilson, of a son. 
17. At Chirra Poonjee, the la,ly of Henry Chapman, Esq. Civil Assist. Surg. of a 

_son. 

24. 
26. 

FEB, 
I. 
7, 

10. 
14, 

16, 

At Serampore, Mr~. N. I. Gantzer, of a son. 
The lady of Lieut. J. R. Bagshawe, 7th Regt. of a daughter. 
In Fo1·t William, the lady of Capt. Mansell, 39th Foot, of a daughter. 

At Agra, the Indy of Lieut. C. S. Reid, Artillery, of a daughter. 
At Seebpore, the lady of E. Thompson, Esq., of a son. 
Mrs. L. Mendies, of a son. 
The wife of Mr. C. L. Vnllant, of a daughter. 
Mrs. A. M. Pereira, of a daughter. 
The lady of R. S. Homfray, of a daughter. 

DEC, DEATHS. 
26, At Hansi, Lieut.-Colonel Samuel Pidding Bishop, of the 27th Bengal Infantry, 

Commanding at the Station. The officers of the 27th, in testimony of their esteem ud 
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respect for their late lamented Commandant, mean to raise a monument over his 
remRins at Hansi. 

26. LRtely, bet.,·een Chunar and Benares, on his way to Agra, Mr. J, Davir 
On his way from Neemuch towards Agra, Major Hubert De Burgh, of the 2nd 

Light Cavalry. 
JAN. 

4. At Bareilly, of a bilious fever, G. F. Thompson, Esq. H. C. Civil Service, 
ag:ed 30 years. 

10. At Benares, Mary, the wife of Mr. George Tuttle, firm of Tuttle and Charles, 
aged 29 years. 

13. At Vepery, Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, Governess of the Vepery Seminary. 
- At Kunduah, near Kimedy Hills, of wounds received in action, Lieut, Carryer 

Sherrard, of the 8th Native Infantry. 
16. In Camp, at Serrekerrey, Madras, Capt. David Hunter Eaton, of the 2nd Na-

tive lnfantn. 
17. Miss Amelia Ward, aged 7 years and 8 months. 
19. At Bombay, Henry Loftus Guillemand, Esq. aged 38 years. 
22. At Ahmednughur, of Jungle fe,•er, W. Dent, Esq. of the Bombay Civil Service, 

aged 33 ~-ears. 
23. Mr. L. F. Gomes, aged 31 years. 
25. At Lall Baugh, in Moorshedabad, Mrs. Anne Burnett, aged 29 years, most 

deeply and deservedly regretted by her friends and relatives. 
The infant daughter of Lieutenant and Mrs. Bagshawe, 7th Native Infantry. 

26. At Bombay, Mr. John Morin, aged 26 years. 
FEB. 

J. John William Shuttleworth, son of Digby E. Shuttleworth, Esq, aged 8 
months. 

5. At Bhaug-u.lpore, Louisa Harriet, eldest daughter of Capt. John Graham, 
Commandant, Hill Rangers, aged 20 years. 

7. In Camp, at Secrole, near Benares, Colonel Lionel Hook, Commanding His 
Majesty's 16th Regt. of Foot. 

- Mrs. Mary Sinclair, wife of Mr, John Sinclair, Assistant Military Auditor 
General's office, aged 29 years. 

8. Near Allahabad, Augusta Charlotte, the infant daughter of Major N, Wallace, 
62nd Native Infantry, aged 2 years. 

14. Mr. John James Palmer, Indigo Planter, aged 40 years. 
15, Mr. James Carnegie Low, son of Mr. David Carnegie Low, aged 6 months 

and 25 days. 

JA.N, 
25. 
26. 

ARRIVALS. 
Arabian, W. Boult, from Liverpool 26th July and Mauritius 14th November. 
CaroliDe, A. McDonald, from Sydney 25th September. 
Per Caroline.-Mr. John McCosh, the only surviving passenger of the ship 

Lady Munro. 
- Eliza, E. Follins, from Bombay 12th December. 

Virginia, (Bark,) J. Bullock, from Bombay 4th and Galle 23rd December. 
27. Frances Ann, (Brig,) C. Hay, from Liverpool 9th September. 

Laura, James Taylor, from Liverpool 16th August, 
George Swinton, (H.C. Schooner,) T. A. Corbin, from Amherst 31st December. 

28. Roxbnrgh Castle, W. Fulcher, from London 24th September and Cape of 
Good Hope 1st December. 

Per Roxburgh Castle, from London.-Mrs. Chnrch, Mrs. Davies, Mrs. Ber­
nard, Misses Bernard and Burton; Mr. Church, Penang Civil Service; Captain, 
Davies, Bengal Infantry; Mr. Wheeler, Cavalry Cadet, and Messrs. Lamb and Har­
ris. 

- Eupbrasia, (Brig,) L' Andebert, from Covelong 13th December and Ramree 
18th January. 

- Exporter, (Bark,) R, Anwyle, from Mauritius 14th October and Madras 11th 
January. 

Per E:rporler, from Mauritius.-Mrs. Anwyl, Mrs. Donovan, and Mr. George 
Donovan. 

- Thistle, (Schooner,) T. Antony, from Rangoon (no date) and Amherst 13th. 
January. 

30. Sherburne, (H. C. C. Ship,) J. Corbyn, from London 12th July and Cape of 
Good Hope 20th October. . 

Per H. C. C. Ship SherlNrne, from London.-Mra. Mansel, Mrs. Atkinson, 
KiHe1 Portcoua, Nicholson, Isabella Nicholaon, Caroline Nieholeon, Criehton, awl 
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Cnrolinc Crichton; Cnptain George MRnsel, 16th Lancers; Cornet W. Ellis, ditto; 
~ornet M. Clerk, ditto; Cornet C. W. Reynolds, ditto; Cornet Richard Pattinson, 
ditto; Mr. Peter Atkinson, Mr. George Lewis, Mr. Thos. Fergusson. Children.­
Thomas Atkinson, Sybella Atkinson, 36 private soldiers, 11th Lt. Dragoons, 35 ditto 
ditto, 16th LRncers, 2 women, Rncl 4 children. 

31. ERrl of Eldon, E. Theaker, from London 16th June and Bombay 20th Nov. 
Per Earl of Eldon, from Bombay.-Mr. J. R. Shum, Midshipman, Indian 

NRvy; William Whitehead and James Simes, Boys; G. Russel, seaman, deserted 
from the ship Amherst. 

- Isabella Robertson, (Bark,) J. Hudson, from China 22nd December. 
Per Isabella Robertson, from China.-Rev. M. Pratt, C. F. Weber, G. T. 

Braine, J. A. Durrun, A. D'Souza, L. Pereira, and H. Turner, Esqs. Merchants. 
Young Rover, ;Schooner,) G. Baker, from Moulmein 14th January. 

FEB. 
I. Asia, D. Tonge, from Liverpool (no date) and Bombay 30th November. 
3. Mulgrave, J. Coulson, from Bombay 4th December. 
4. Donna Carmelita, (Bark,) C. Gray, from Madras (no date) and Ennore 21st 

.January. 
6. Sterling, (Bark,) John Buonett, from London Bth September and Mauritius 

27th December. 
Per Bark Sterling, from Maurilius.-Lieut.-Colonel Thomas A. Cobbe and 

child, and Captain Edward Worthington. 
- Fattle Rohoman, (Arab Ship,) W. Butler, from Madras 15th and Covelong 

24th January.'. 
Per Fattle Rohoman,from CO'Delong.-Rev. Mr. Gregory, D. Bere, 1 Serang, 

2 Tindals of the late Bark Dal>id Barclay. 
7, Susan, (Schooner,) J. Emmet, from Rangoon 14th Jannary. 

B. Fortune, (Bark,) A. P. Currie, from Glasgow 29th September. 
- Agnes, (Ditto,) P. H. Holmes, from Bombay 18th and Mangalore 26th 

December. • 
Per Agnes,from Bombay.-Mrs. Biss and child; J.B. Biss, Esq. 

10. Hindoostan, G. J. Redman, from London 6th October, Madeira 19th Oct., 
St. Paul's 1st, and Madras 28th January. 

Per Ship Hindoostan, from London.-Mrs. Vibert, Mrs. H. Fergusson, Mis■ 
Leslie, Captain Vibert, Cavalry; 12 H. C. Sappers and Miners, and two women. 

- Royal William, (Brig,) L, H. Smith, from Liverpool 4th September and Cape 
of Good Hope 26th November. 

Per Brig Royal William.-Messrs. Edward Halliburton and John Vipond. 
- Abgarris, (Bark,) T. S, Rogers, from Bombay 18th and Bourbon 28th 

December. 
Per Abgarris.-Captain TresvRnt of the Hydroos. . 
Sir Archibald Campbell, (Bark,) C. Robertson, from Singapore 3rd &nd Pe. 

n&ng 17th January. 
Per Sir Archibald Campbell.-P. J. Philips, Esq • 

.JAN. DEPARTURES. 
25. Catherine, (H. C. C. Ship,) B. Fenn, for London. 

FEB. 
2. Orient, (H. C. C. Ditto,) T. White, for London &nd Madras. 

Per H. C. C. Ship Orient,for London.-Mrs. F. Bishop, Mrs. Julia Lamb, and 
Mrs. Marianne Harper, Lieut. Evans, Misses Sophia Harper, Martha Maria Fell 
Sophia Adam Fell, and Mary Anne Fell; Masters R. Harper, Jerv:ies Harper'. 
Charles Edward Bishop, Foster F. Robert Bishop, Captain Somerville, and 32 char­
ter-party passengers. For Madras.-Co1. Casement, C. B., Mr. McNaghten, Major 
Taylor, Captains Blois, Dalby, Burne, and Dr. Turner. 

Duke of Northumberland, Pope, for London. 
Per Ship Duke of Northumberland, W. L. Pope, for London,-Mrs. Colonel 

WRtson, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Warden, Mrs. Atkinson, 
Miss Watson, Cnptain Davis, 57th NRtive Infantry; Dr. Shaw, Rev. T. Procter, 
Bengal Chaplain; Captain Meader, 3rd Local Horse; Lieut. Lawrence, N. I.; J. 
Middleton, Esq. ; C. Warden, Esq. H. C. Marine; - Watson, Esq., 18 children, 
and 6 European servants. 

3. Bland, Callan, for Liverpool. 
Per Bland,for Liverpool.-Mrs. Colonel Dundas, Mrs. Bristow, Mrs. White, 

Mrs. Crofton, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Judge, Lieut.-Colonel Dundas, B. N. I. ; Captain 
R. Youngbusband, H. M. S. ; Lieut. Piggott, H. M. 31st Regt.; Lieut. Goldie, 
Engineers; Lieutenant Watson, 25th N, I. ; R. Livingston, Esq. ; H. S. Phalk, 
Esq. and I O children. 

a. Futta Salam, (ArRb Ship,) Nncoda, for Judda, 
Trinculo, (Brig,) John Hesse, for Liverpool. 
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