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THE 

CALCUTTA CIIRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

1.-0n the Connection between a Libe1·al Education, and the 
Spread of True Religion in India. 

PART I. 
I. There are two classes of men that appear to maintain op­

posite and contradictory views respecting the power and effects of 
Education. ,vhilc the one strenuously asserts the all but omni­
potence of Education: its all but powerlessness is the favourite 
watchword of the other. 

These statements seem., at first sight, absolutely irreconcilable. 
But may not a little attention tend to shew that they are more so 
in word than in reality ? l\Iay not the objects to which they refer 
be totally dffferent? Do philosophers and worldly politicians 
mean any thing more by the former expression, than strongly to 
assert the potency of Education in sweeping away the rubbish of 
vulgar prejudice and superstition? And do certain zealous sup­
porters of religion intend any thing more by the latter, than 
strongly to assert the utter impotency of Education in implanting 
the grace of God in the heart ? If not-as we verily believe to be 
the case-each of these seemingly contradictory assertions is sim­
ply the e:t'pression of a truth. Between two truths there can be 
no J"eal collision :-and both may and ought to be embraced. 

Feeling assured, therefore, that it is the province of folly, not 
of sound wisdom,. either unreasonably to exalt, or unduly to dis­
parage-the one party ought not, by a breach of piety, to main­
tain that Education can do all things; nor the other, by ,m aban­
donment of good sense, insist that it can do nothing. The one 
should be ever reminded, that there is a supreme good which Edu­
cation cannot effect: the other, that there is a desirable good 
which it can well accomplish. In this way the basis of true har­
mony need never be shaken. There may not only be mutual 
forbearance, but close and mutual support in the promotion of 
common ends. Let those who advocate exclusively the super­
eminence of Education, freely and frankly acknowledge, that the 
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effusion of divine grace is independent of the will of man, and the 
production of spiritual fruits beyond the controul of human coali­
tions : let those who delight et.elusively to talk of evangelical 
measures as candidly confess, that there is within the store-house 
of Providence a magazine of varied means that may be instrument­
al in producing some good, and that one of these is Education :­
and what must be the result? The happiest that can be desired, 
even the sure advancement of that which all profess most to value. 
Has not the experience of ages shewn, that if the channels of 
Education be multiplied and enlarged, the stability of nature is 
the only guarantee required for the certainty ofrcaping a rich har­
vest of knowledge and intelligence ? And have not know­
ledge and intelli~ence ever been found the most faithful 
allies of true religion ? ,Vith the amplest admission that 
knowledge and intelligence alone cannot savingly enlighten, nor 
even miracles and prophecy alone savingly convert the soul, must 
it not be granted that the former prepare the mind for weighing 
the nature and amount of evidence, and that the latter, duly authen­
ticated, tend to arrest the mind ? .And may not the special influ­
ence of God's Spirit then descend to quicken with the life, and irra­
diate with the light of heaven ? 

Let then reason and experience define the range and circum­
scribe the limits of education ; and within the tract of usefulness 
allotted to it, will not its advantages be great and manifold ? This 
consideration alone should carry the convictions and call forth the 
practical efforts of all truly enlightened men, whatever degree of 
prominence they may wish to assign to the higher and holier 
means in the scale of Heaven's ordination. And it cannot fail to 
do so, unless they adopt the maxim, that every source of blessing 
must be despised, which does not prove the source of all, or of the 
very highest blessings ! 

II. Some, however, are ready to say, that it is not the general 
good effect of education that is doubted, but the propriety of allot­
ting to it a prominent foreground station in the great system of 
means by which the world is to be evan_qeli:red. 

'What is a saying without evidence ? \Vhat the value of an 
opinion not founded on satisfactory reasons ? A doubt is ex­
pressed, on what foundation docs it rest ? Probably the answer 
may be, that " Preaching" is the grand Apostolical mean of rege­
nerating a fallen world, and that there are secret misgivings of 
heart when recourse is had to any other. Opinions that are allied 
with piety, and scruples that proceed from tenderness of consci­
ence, we must ever treat with lenience, if we cannot with respect. 
The opinions and the scruples may be alike unfounded. In the 
present instance, we should like to know, whether, in upholdina 
the superiority of" Preaching," the utility of education, or it~ 
scriptural character, is thereby disproveu ? Thi!:! cannot be, 
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In the Law of Moses. the Proverbs of Solomon, the Epistles of 
Paul, and the word of God A'encrally. is there no express injunc­
tion on the sul~jcct? Those who knO\v their Bi hie!; best may almost 
accuse us. in putting such questions. of being in jest. 

But :ilto~cther independent of' direct i11J1111dinn, what e.rr,m,ples 
have holy men left hehind them ? \V here did the A postlcs direct 
their chit/efforts, when commissioned by I leaven to'' go and preach 
the gospel to every creature?" Undoubtedly, to those places 
where a certain deg1·cc of education had rPlaxcd tlic ri~id fihrcs of 
minds hardened with ignorauce, and awakened the capacity for 
thought, and spread abroad a certain amount of in tell igence,-in 
Jerusalem, in Tarsus, in Ephesus, in Smyrn:i, in Corinth, and in 
Rome. There. they p~caclwd with effect ; there, success crowned 
their labours ; and thence did light emanate to diffuse gladness 
throughout the darkest surrounding regions. 

More than this : did not the Apostles and their immediate suc­
cessors. imbued with a just sense of the power of education in open­
ing and disciplining the mind. give it theirdirectsanction and power­
ful encouragement by establishing-. and aiding in the establishment 
of, seminaries of instruction ? "\iVithout fatiguing the reader with 
minute details on this head, let the following extract from Mo­
shcim 's learned and judicious work on Ecclesiastical History for the 
present suffice: "TheChristians(during the_/frst century) took all 
possible care to accustom their children to the study of the Scrip­
tures. and to instruct them in the doctrines of their holy religion; and 
schools were et•e1·y where e1·ected for this purpose, even from the 
,1e1·y commencement of the Christian clwrclt. ,v e must not, 
however, confound the schools designed only for children with the 
gymnasia, or academies of the ancient Christians, erected in se­
veral large cities, in which pei·sons of ripe>· years, especially such 
as aspired to be public teachers, were instructed in the d~f­
ferent branches, both of human lea1·ning, and of sacred erudi­
tion. We may, undoubtedly, attribute to the Apostles them­
selves, and their in_ju,nctions to their disciples, the excellent esta­
blishments in which the youth, destined to the holy ministry, re­
ceived an education suitable to the solemn office they were to un­
dertake. St. John erected a, school of this /ci,,d at Ephesus, 
and one of the same natm·e was founded by Polycarp at Smyr­
na. But none of these were in a greater repute than that which 
was established at Alexandria, which was commonly called the Cate­
chetical School, and is generally supposed to have been erected 
by St. Mark." 

Here then is emample of a two-fold kind, as well as precept. And 
shall we, in our evangelical labours in India, neglect the injunctions 
of Scripture, and set at nought the Apostolic example? Shall we 
account the education of the people a matter of subordinate import­
ance ? If we do, besides despising Scripture precepts and holy ex .. 
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ample, mny we not he found disparaging thegraee of Goel? For sure­
ly. ~hould we neglect the enlightenment of the native mind, we do 
not magnify but dishonour God's grace, by tacitly supposing its 
triumphs to be most complete, in the case of those who arc least 
qualified to understand its origin and its fruits. 

II I. After having conceded these points, viz. the general im­
portance of education, its scriptural authority, and the Apostolic 
example in its favour-there arc many who still refuse to support 
it, in the evangclization of India, on the ground of its 1wt being 
absolutely neee.~.wl1'y, since India is not a barbarous but a civilized 
country ; and learning to a considerable extent has been diffused 
through its teeming population from the earliest ages. 

Our opinion of the learning and civilization of India leads to a 
very different conclusion. �l %Ä�'�o�r� it is on the very ground of the edu­
cational necessities of this land that we would build one of our 
strongest arguments for the speedy and universal instruction of the 
people. 

\Vhile ignorant of the peculiar condition of this country, well 
do we remember how our spirits were chilled and frozen into apathy, 
when, in reference to the heathen, schemes of education were pro­
minently held forth to view. \Ve can recal some of our occa­
~ional misgivings, when in the reports of certain home committees, 
so much importance was attached to the aul'iliary means. On 
the other hand, how intense was the glow of excitement that warm­
ed the heart, when we heard of the Ambassador of Salvation pro­
claiming the joyful sound to multitudes of assembled idolators­
when we read of the impressive silence, the earnestness depicted 
in the countenance, and the eagerness with which portions of the 
word of life were received. But oh, we did not, we could not, then 
realize, neither can we describe now, the grossness of feeling, the 
baseness of intention, the obtuseness of intellect, and the stupid 
gaze of aimless curiosity-all of which, if known, might help to dis­
pel the illusion, and almost provoke the inquiry, whether the 
beings addressed in human form, or the trees of the surrounding 
jungle, understood btst and retained most permanently the im­
pressions of sacred truth ? Really, we have witnessed enough to 
feel that experience may be a ruthless destroyer of fondly cherish­
ed fancies-that much time and strength may be wasted here upon 
air-and much mental excitement stirred up at home, by magnify­
ing into realities the images of a shadow ! 

Ought we, in this llay, any longer to trample reason under foot? 
Ought we to prefer the pleasure of delusion, to the painfulness of 
plain truth ? If not, let the fact be admitted, that zealous men 
have a thousand times only approached the bodies, when they ima­
gined they had reached the minds, of their hearers. Let the rea­
sons be distinctly stated. Let it be loudly proclaimed, that in no 
country in the world is deceitfulness of manner and appearance· 
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more prevalcnt, and less liable to detection-and that, in no coun­
try in the world can the minds of the adult population be more 
thoroughly i1wcce8sible. 

In civiliwd 1H1cl highly polishednations, where the mind is seldom 
wholly uncxercised, or wholly pn·possessed with irradicable views 
and opinions of a tri,·ial or debasing nature, hundreds may, and 
evt'ry year do, redeem in manhood what was lost by the want of op­
porti.11iity in youth. But here in general, if the season of youth 
be gone, the season of mental improvement is gone for evc1·. Every 
thing seems premature in growth. Those may be men, who, in other 
countries, would be treated as boys; and the mind, soon passive­
ly settling into the form imposed upon it by surrounding influences, 
becomes too barren for cultivation, or too much pre-occupird with 
idle fancies, to admit of the hope of their being removed. In such 
cases, it is not the power of knowledge that is called in question, 
but the application of the power that is found impracticable. So 
wretcl1edly inadequate is the best system of Indian education, that 
if any class has attained to years of maturity, the most ardent 
philanthropist in the world could scarcely approach it without being 
certain of a cold repulse. There would be no sympathy, no intel­
ligent unfolding of mind to mind, no congenial reciprocation of 
sentiment. 

Passing by the numberless tribes of devotees and self-tormen­
tors, those hypocritical fanatics, who are often too perfect to regard 
any excess of depra,·ity a reproach-and the Yogis, or mystics, 
who, pretending to rise above things real and visible, usually dwell 
on the heights of abstraction and delirious enthusiasm-and the il­
literate domineering Brahmans, who despise learning as a despicable 
employment, and who, in their conduct, exhibit a filthy compound 
of ignorance, pride, aud villany :-let us for a moment direct our 
attention to the two principal classes of which the community is 
composed, viz. the learned Brahmans, who are in manners inoffen­
sive-and the great mass of the common people. 

The great mass of the people can scarcely be said to have any 
education at all; consequently, they grow up in a state of ignorance 
and abject dependence. They have positively no will, no liberty, 
no conscience of their own. They arc passive instruments, moulded 
into shape by external influences-mere machines, blindly stimu­
lated, at the bidding of another, to pursuits the most unworthy of 
immortal creatures. In them, reason is, in fact, laid prostrate. 
They launch into all the depravities of idol-worship. They look 
like the sports and derision of the Prince of Darkness. And they 
can point to little that indicates their high original, save the prero­
gative of the human form. Can language adequately describe the 
urgent necessity of bestowing the blessings of a sound liberal edu­
cation on a race so multitudinous and so degraded ? 
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'\Videly different, in most respects, is the condition of the educat. 
ed Br.ihmans. These hold the vulgar in utter contempt. Specula. 
tivcly, they profess to assent to the unity and perfections of the 
Supreme Spirit ; though endless confusion attaches to all their 
i<lcas on this and kindred subject,:. They have acquired the cha­
racter of frarned, suUile, and in,<Jeninus. But �~� short time will 
discover to a person of ordinary prrsp::·:ii·:t:·· that their lertrnin_g 
is, " a huge m:iss oi' error and c1,11:L:ncss··•-their in_qenuiJy, t!iat of 
an old Grecian s0pli;0 t-and their ,rn/Jtilty, that of a sehoolinan 
of the middle ages. And what is more, their learning, inl{cnuity, 
and subtilty, when appiied to sul~jeets that are new, or p,reign to 
their orrliua •·y c1mr·eptions-subjeets that require solid and con• 
tinuccl thought, patient and persevering inve~tigation-prove worse 
than useless. On such subjects, therefore, the wary are too cautious 
to enter ; they shift, and shuffle, and evade in a thousand Proteus. 
like forms, and under the cover of a thousand pretences :-and 
when the inconsiderate are rash enough to venture beyond their 
own isolated domain, they are sure. like inexperienced children, to 
flounder and sink, instead of floating. Apart, then, altogether 
from religious considerations, their reason cannot appear to one 
in any degree emhucd with the spirit and principles of modern phi­
losophy, to he truly enlightened, but rather shrouded in darkness­
not cultivated in a way to purify and refine it, but strewn with seeds 
that spring up into crops of error-not free, excursive, and 
enlarged, but shrivelled and eontractecl within a narrow spot, on 
which it remains entrenched, ingeniously weaving its cobwebs of 
doctrine, and subtilcly spinning its gossamer threads of argument to 
support them. ·while thus secluded and thus occupied, it brooks 
no admission; it tolerates no interference from the broad world 
without. And if its possessors can stagger an intrusive opponent, 
it may be in the same way that a child can confound the wisest of 
men, by starting questions which the loftiest genius is too wise to 
entertain. And if they appear to present a front that is impreg­
nable, it is solely because the profoundest logician may find, that 
he holds no first principles of evidence or reasoning in common 
with them-that there is not a single point of contact at which it is 
possible to measure strength. In a word, theirs is not the invinci. 
bility of tried valour in the open field of contest, but that of men 
who are invincible, because perched on the summit of a rock, which 
the most skilful tactician cannot approach, and which is beyond 
the play of his artillery. 

Nor is it in matters of a religious nature alone that educated 
Bra.hmans are inaccessible. The mind of the natural man uni­
versally yields with reluctance to whatever n_iars its. self-form~d 
systems and reasonings. Often has the sceptical plulosopher m 
Europe contrasted the demonstrable evidence of science, with what 
he chooses to denominate the fluctuating principles of moral aud 
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religious evidence : nnd often has he gloried in the solution which 
this seems to give of the apparent i;tability and ready reception of 
science. and the apparent changeahlcnc~s and frequent rejection of 
revealed religion. llut a brief sojourn among the .Br.ihmans of In­
dia would trn<l to lay his gloryings in the dust, and prove the fallacy 
of his conclusions. He might lwre }l:':trn that golden hut despised 
lesson of practical wisdom, th,it tlte admission of any evidence of 
any truth very muclt depends on the particulai· interest of in­
dividuals and the state of tlteir heart. Thus, men's hearts by 
nature are in ltwe with the world, its pursuits, its pleasures, and 
its gains ; they have an interest in discrediting the evidence of a. 
pure, holy, and humbling religion, that is opposed to worldliness 
in every shape : and while they can, they will turn a deaf ear to 
it ! Now, in India, it so happens, that the minds of the learned 
Bra.hmans are pre-occupied with a system of false philosophy, which, 
equally with their system of false religion, professes to be revealed 
from heaven. Their craft, therefore, depends on the existence 
of the former, as well as of the latter. Their worldly honours, cre­
dit, and support are indissolubly leagued with its permanent con .. 
tinuance ; consequently, all the faculties of the understanding and 
all the feelings of the heart must be deeply engaged in its mainte­
nance-and they have a vital interest in rejecting all evidence, 
however clear and however potent, that would in the least degree 
interfere with it. Accordingly, as a matter of fa.et, these Brahmans 
are found prepared to treat with sovereign contempt not only thede-­
monstrations of science, but the very testimony of their own senses, 
rather than relinquish one '' jot or tittle" of what is so dear to 
them. And thus, an instructive exhibition, the possibility of 
which may never have occurred even to the imagination of our 
savans, may be manifested to our view :-on the one side, the 
sceptical European philosopher, smiling with scorn, at the senseless 
incredulity of the Indian Brahman-and on the other, the Indian 
Brahman, smiling with conscious superiority, at the good-natured 
credulity of the European philosopher ! 

\Vithout pursuing the su~ject any farther at present, our con­
clusion, from what has been advanced under the third head, must be 
to this effect :-Whether we view the minds of multitudes in In­
dia as peeled and scorched into barrenness, or rendered impenetra­
ble from the luxuriance of noxious growths ; the propriety, the ur­
gent necessity of early education, with a view to impart common 
principles, common facts, and common habits of reflection, that· 
may secure a ready access to the hearts and intellects of men, 
seems demonstrated beyond the reach of cavil, or the possibility 
of doubt. 

ALPHA. 



326 Letter to a Clt1·istfon Friend. [No. VII. 

11.-Lrtter of n Ge11tleman in the H. C.'s Civil Se1·vice, to a 
Christian .friend, under peculiar providential ci1-cumstances. 

[Conclu,lul from page 2:10.J 
Thrre i~ another class of sins into which men, who like you and me ha,·e 

long- lin•d !'arell.'ssly, " mul without God in the world," are particula1·ly 
liahle to fall-often unconsciously : I mean " sins of the tongue." I was 
first led to con~i,ler the subject, by perusing an excellent sermon of 
Gisborne's, not now by me ; hut l noted down at the time some memo­
randa with rrgard to the diffe1·ent heads under which the offences of 
the tong-ne mig-ht he dassed,-which I transcribe below". Go,I knows 
how sensible l am of my own frailty with regard to those sins, feeling 
myself particularly obnoxious to those errors described in genernl terms 
under the 3nl, -1-th, 5th, and 10th heads. Vanity is .not yoU1' besetting 
sin-as it is miue-arnl your comparative reserve saves you from fall­
ing into some of those snares which l find rpeculiarly entan,g;ling ; hut 
you offend in other respects, which I leave your own conscience to par­
ticularise. The annexed texts will prove the heinousness of the abuse 
of ou1· powers of speech in the eyes of God, aud the !{reat stress laid upon 
self-controlt in that particular. I should neve1· have clone if I were to 
enlarge upon all the items and particulars of Christian action and abstinence. 
We mu~t learn to du those things which we ha,·e hitherto left undone, and 
to abstain from indulging those habits, whether of mind or conduct, whiclJ 
we now for the first time know to be odious to Uo.-1, or which, knowing 
their characte1· and consequences, we have long wilfully a111l presumptuously 
given into. In you and mt>, my dear ---, vicious a11d hardened as we 
were, the change must be radical. In the periphrastic,il language of Scrip­
tm·e, (so idly sneered at,) we must be born again. \Ve must come with the 
meekness arnl docility of little children, to he instructed in the first rudi­
ments of religion ; and where should we seek such information hut at the 
fountain-head, the inspired wor,l of God? Read the Bible regularly and 
devoutly, praying at the same time that your mind may be enlightened, 
and your heart softene1l. Above all thing-s, take every means of maintain­
ing and increasing a Jiye}y sense of gratitude to God, both as your Creato1· 
ancl Redeemer; both as "dwelling in that light which is not to be approach­
ed," and as dying on the cross, in the human fo1·m, for the sins of mankind. 
"Practical Christianity," says Paley, "may he comprised in three words, 
devotion, self-govel'Jlnl('nt, and benevolence. The love of God in the heart 
is a fountain from which these three streams of virtue will not fail to issue." 
Do not fear to aim too high, nor to engage your feelings too warmly; 
a mind so constituted as your's need apprehend no danger from over-excite-

.,. Jst. Foolish talking-all levity upon sarred subjects. 2nd. Impatience and dis­
contents, particularly to be guar<leil a!!ainst when arising, in a modified ,legree, 
from petty vexations, (many men, who uea,· real sonows, fret under triftes,-not con­
sidering that all arrows come from the same quiver.) 3rd. Contentious strife, anger 
in argument, sneers, provoking- lan~uage to others. 4th. At·rogant and boasting 
speech. 5th. Censoriousness, unnecessary publication of the faults of others, from 
carelessness, as well as trom an~er, ma]icc, or envy. 6th. Talebeariug, idle anll mis­
chievous gossiping, ith. l'alschun<I, slander, flattery, (with an evil object, I think, 
not mere compliments.) 8th. Unclean speaking. 9th, Profaneness, swearing, and the 
like, 10th. Talking for the sake of display, 

t " Ilut I say unto you, that every idle wo,·d that men shall speak, they shall gh·c 
account thereof in the day of ju<lgment." !Hatt. xii. 36. "Let no corrupt communica­
tions proceed out of your mouth." Eph. iv. 29. " But now ye also put off all these, 
anger, wrnth, malice, blasphemy, filthy rnmmunications out of your mouth." Colos. 
iii. B. "1'either let filthiness he once named among }On." Eph. v. 3, 4. "If any 
man among you seem to be religious, and bl'i<lleth not his tongue, but deccivcth his 
own heart, this man's religion is vain." James, i. 26, 



JuLY, 1834.] Leltel' to a Chi-istian Friend. 327 

ment*. \Veil regulated enthusiasm is honorable in every good cause; 
and nothing under God's grnce gives so much nerve and energy to our en­
deavours nt amendment. And mako it you1· con,tant object to enlist the 
power of hnhit on the side of religion : rememheriug· upon this score, that 
we are very far from valuing a servant less, hecause by long attention and 
assiduity, he has come to obey our command11 habitually. Bear in mind 
too, th11t prnyer, regula1· nnd earnest prayer, is the great engine hy which, 
a.s it is promi.,·cd, all spiritual blessings are to he ohtained-all bad habits 
m·ercome-nll 1,\"ood resolutions acqufred anll confirmed. 

But be~i,les the control of our passions, and the rt>gulation of our nctions, 
(to say nothing of the discipline of the mind and affections, which is neces­
sarily a secret process,) there is yet another duty which we are called upon 
to perform in the face of the wodd; I mean, the profession of the reli!afion 
which Jesus <.:hrist came to preach, without reserve or qualification. Our 
blessed Saviour distinctly promises, that, whosoever shall coufess him hefore 
men, "Him shall the Son of man also confess befo1·e the angels of God." 
"But he, that denieth me befol'e men, shall be denied before the angels of 
God." Luke xii. 8 and 9t. The duty, therefore, being clear, and both posi­
tive and negative, it can only be necessary to ascertain what is meant by 
confession and denial. 

It is certainly not easy to steer a correct course in this respect, between 
false shame and cowardice, on the one hand, and an ostentatious spirit upon 
the other; and if it he a matter of such delicacy in practice, it must obvious­
ly be above the powers of such a tyro as I am in religion to lay down, on 
~peculation, any precise or detailed rules of conduct. I should fail if I 
were to attempt it: but I may say in general language, that I do not think 
that a man, gifted as "fU are, can go far wrong if you consult your con­
science humhlf im'1 honestly, and pray for strength of mind to estimate the 
cavils and sneers i,f the thoughtless or malignant at their proper value. 
You will observe that I apprehend, judging from my own feelings, that the 
impulses of false shame will be the principal sources of error. Indeed, I 
ean safely say, from my knowledge of your character, that you are in no 

• I transcribe a pas&age that struck me with peculiar force, on reading it the otber 
day, as bearing on the subject of my humble exhortation. "Even to the present hour, 
the crime of too much religion is held in a degree of dread and dislike which is not easily 
accounted for. Many persons, whose own moral character is irreproachable, seem to 
fear it more, and think it a greater misfortune in one for whom they are interested, 
than the extreme of vanity aud extravagance. Acknowledging the authority of sen. 
tences like these, ' Strive to enter in at the strait gate, for mauy will seek to enter in and 
shall not be able;'-' Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ;'-' Broad 
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go in thereat;'-' Many 
are called but few chosen ;'-acknowledging the authority which uttered these sen­
tences, many shrink from the conduct which acts upon them as true; deem any such 
watchfulness superfluoos, as a sense of danger must induce ; any such zeal enthusi­
astic, as tbc impo,·tance of the subject would naturally inspire. If this apprehension 
arose from experience of real evils, resulting from a zealous pursuit of scriptural righte­
ousness, it would be reasonable, and the hostility in question, no matter of surprise. 
But, let all of them, from the time of the apostles to the present day, be summed up 
together, they would not approach by a hundredth part the number of the victims of 
Ii he,-tinism. Mischief may have been done by false views or impressions of religion. 
But if the whole of this mischief coui<l be brought before us, it would not amount to 
the thousandth part of that which bas arisen from the want of any religion, Of all the 
chimerical evils whicl1 the imagination of man ever alarmed itself with, the danger of 
a too scrupulous fear of displeasing God, or a too earnest desire to serve him, is the 
least really formidable. Yet we have daily reason to observe, that many far g1·eater 
evils are much less dreaded, aud many worse errors more easily pardo11ed."-Su11111er 
on Christianity. 

t See elsewhere, " For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
shall the Son of man be ashamed when he shall come in his own glory." Luke Lll, 116. 
•• IC we deny Him (Je!lus Christ), he will al110 deny 111." II Timothy, ii. 12, 
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dangrr whate\'l'r of falline: into the opposite extreme of ostentation. So 
that your natural inflexibility and strength of resolution will, with God's 
assi,ting 1rrace, carry you throug·h, if you allow couscience and soher reason 
fair i,lay in the first instance. Still, it is by no means an ea~y task to walk 
without deflection or inconsistency. The associations which our own old 
:habits cannot fail to conjure up ai time~, are very much against men who 
:ha,·e li,·edas we long did. I neYer heard you ri1licule relil{ion, as I confess 
with shame that I ha,·e done, (I rPcall one instanre with peculiar sorrow,) 
but we both "made a mock at sin," and I still catch myself at times speak­
ing in light, or by no means condemnatory tl'rms of many actions which I 
know to be eminently sinful, particulal'ly drunkenness, fornication, swearing, 
and the like. I take that h:,bit to be a denial of the religion which de­
nounces these offences ; aml I cannot see how the toleration of the same 
levity of conversation in others, accompanied too often with smiles of en­
couragement and applause, is a whit better. ,vith a view, in some measure, 
to the oh,·iation of this evil, I constantly pray that my mind may never 
dwell with pleasure upon any of the sins of my past life; but, on the contra­
ry, may always recur to them with shame and remorse; for, knowing, that 
it is" out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speaketh," I am sure thai 
if I can cure th!' disease in the constitution, the topical sore will soon be­
come healthy. That disease is the love of sin: and so strong is that pl'inciple, 
that I have great difficulty, at times, in maintaining a proper frame of mind, 
when wit is prostituted, by a union with licentiousness in the conversation 
of others ; but I find my inclination to dl'ink the poison fo1· the sake of sugar 
in the cup becoming gradually weaker; a consummation which I hope is 
:hastened by the reflection, that, in refiued society, the mischief is exactly 
in pl'oportion to the elegance and tact with which gross ima~es al'e made 
palatable to ta~tes which would rel'olt from open ribaldry. "Of the mind 
that can trnde in corruption," says Johnson, speaking of Dryden, "and can 
deliberately pollute itself with ideal wickedness, for the sake of spreading 
cont~gion in society, I will not conceal or excuse the depravity." The 
most sly and subtle poison is the most dangerous; and all encourage­
ment of the practice, direct or indirect, tacit or avowed, is more or less 
criminal. 

I am wandering from my immediate subject; hut you will remember the 
brief argnm!'uts that we have had regarding conversational indecencies, the 
recollection of which has now led me out of my way. ,v e are forbidden, it 
is true, to cast 0111· pearls before swine; but we are no way commanded to 
eat husks with those filthy animals, or so to herd with them, as, tacitly at 
least, to e111·ourage their foul habits. On the contrary, we are directed to 
"abstain from all appearnnces of evil ;" and there are many passages of 
Scripture, in obedience to which we are bound so to walk. as to do honor in 
the eyes of "those without," to the pure, spiritual, and uncom1>romising 
religion which we profess. History informs ns how well these precepts 
were observed by the early Christians. The heathen writers, who have 
}a\'ished abuse upon their persons and tenets, were obliged to confine them­
selves to the most \'ague and empty 11-'eneralities; whilst those eminent 
persons of the primitive church, who, in the times, or under the apprehen­
sion of persecution, presented to sncces~irn emperors Apologies for their 
own belief, and that of their brethren, have taken every opportunity of 
challenging investigation with regaJ"d to the scrupulous rnol'ality and 
blameless innocence of their actions and conversation. Doubtless, this be­
haviour on their parts was a great instrume11t in the hamls of Providence 
towards the extension of religion; and I am equally certain, that similar 
eonduct on the part of professed Christian~ operates in a similar manner at 
the present day. It follows as a corollary, that inconsistency between profes.. 
&ion and conduct, ( which shrewd men of the world are very quick to observe 
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Rnd remark upon) has n tendency directly the contrary ; and the Tatio of this 
deteriorating intluence is, I fear, sadly increased hy its coincidence with the 
bad passions and general dep1·avity of human nature. I apprehend that the 
misconclnct of one inconsi~tent professor considerahly more than counter­
halancl's all the impression in favor of religion, produced hy the moral and 
l'harital,le lift' of a real Christian. For this, as well as other reasons, I con­
shier any deflexion from the strictest purity of conversation, still more of 
conduct, to be a virtual and more or less decided denial of the religion of 
Christ. But this hranch of the subject I willingly leave for your own con.; 
si,leration. Do not, I entreat you, pass it over li!l"htly. For myself, ( can 
truly say, that since I hal'e, hy God's grace, broken off my habits of gross 
licentiousness, no part of my conrluct has occasioned me more lively com­
punction than the cowardice of false shame, with which I ha,·e frequently 
truckled to the evil practices and lying maxi.ms of the 1vorld. I do not 
mean to say that a man is bound, upon all occasions, to sally out, like a 
knight-e1·rant, against the giant vices of mankind: hut silence, when moral­
ity or religion are mo1·e or less attacked, is often treachery ; and though it 
may sometimes be tl"lle that our interference would be mischievous, yet I 
suspect that ,ve often shelter ourselves under the plea, when if we examined 
our hearts closely and honestly, we should find that ou1· real motive to 
stand neuter was the fear of being thought pharisaical and righteous over 
much. No doubt, we should exercise a sound discretion in such matters, 
but silence may be so managed, as to imply disapp1·ohation: and if appa­
Tent neutrality be, in some tier.If few cases, the proper line of conduct, it can 
11e11er he proper to side with the enemy by chiming in with licentious con­
versation, or encournging it by our smiles. Remember, that with regard to 
our sincerity, (the one thing needful in such matters,) our own consciences, 
wider God, must judge us, and not our weak and fallible fellow-mortals"'. 

From emleavouring to point out to you, my dear ---, the danger of 
denying Jesus Christ in his religion, I am naturally led to consider our 
respon~ihility for the talents committed to our keeping with reference to 
the great duty of example. 

It has pleased the Almighty in His pro1•irlence, to bestow upon you 
ahilities in a far greater degree than that in which they are di;;pensed to 
the generality ; anrl to accompany thi~ great boon with one still more rare 
and valuable, a mind highly endued with firmness, judgment, and common 
sense. You are deeply and equally responsible for the use and abuse of 
those gifts: I mean that you are not only bound not to per\'ert them to 
evil purposes, to the injury of your fellow.creatures, but that you cannot 
even be passive, cannot suffer them to be dormant and unimproved, 
without incurring guilt before Him who has bountifully endowed you with 
the usufruct of those talents. Our Saviour's well-known parable of the 
talents shows that it is a grievous offence to be an "unprofitable servant," 
and God will as,mredly reckon with us, not only for the direct employment 
of all our natural faculties, hut also for the advantage taken of those capa­
bilities of achieving good which He bestows upon us, or which (to say the 
thing- in other words), He allows us to acquire, through the medium of our 
moral and intellectual powers. Among the hight;st of these stands charac-

,. " A Christian spirit is habitually retired and inohtrnsive; while vice has not only 
the majority on its side, but is over-bearing and domineering. But this, though it 
make the duty more difficult ancl painful, especially to sowe tempers, does not 
make it less a duty, ' To have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather repro\'c them in meekness, instructing those that oppose thewselves.' 
Eph. v. 15. It is impossible to say, how far some of the worst and commonest 
,·ices, such as swearing-, indecent conversation, and jesting upon sacred subjects, might 
be restrained, if those who do not join with them, anti even abhor them in their hearts, 
were to express their disapprobatiou, in an open and decided manner."-Su11111er. 

T T 2 
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ter. It hns been said of character, as correctly as of knowledge, that it is 
power-power to eff'ect good or evil in a greater or less degree. Now, flatterr 
apart, I know no man in India, of equal or nearly equal rank and age, who 
stands so high as you doin the estimation ofall your acquaintance for those qua­
]itie~ to which, with great reason, most weight is attached by the world in mat­
ters hothofopinion, and conduct,-1 mean, as I said before, soundjurlgment and 
shrewd common sense. Your sentiments would ha\·e infinitelv more weight 
in deciding the opinions of the majority of those with whom you mix, (i. e. 
the class of persons who venerate worldly wisdom, and yet, in nine instances 
out of ten, let others think for them, to save themselves trouble,) than 
the dictum of the most learned recluse, 01· of any hair-brained man of genius. 
And this holds at least equally good with reirard to conduct. Me1·e world­
ling~ say of the man of study and retirement, if such a person declare in 
favor of religion, that too much learning has made him mad, or that his 
ignorance of life disqualifies him from being a judge in matters of practice; 
and they taunt the genius with the ready sarcasm, that he has every sense 
but common sense. But every man of prudence looks around him, and takes 
some care to examine the security of his footing, if he find those, against 
whose establishe1l character sneers of the above nature wouhl be pointless, 
leaving their station by his side, alleging that the path which they have 
been treading in common is beset with dangers, and ends in inevitable de­
struction, and seekin,r safety in a dirPction diametrically opvosite. 

It should be considered, too, that, with respect to religion, neutrality is 
opposition. 

It strengthens the ranks of her enemies, for they reckon upon every man, 
who has nut taken a decide1l part, a~ theirs; and the careles, and in,lilferent 
(a much larger class) are encouraged to take thei1· chance of being right or 
wrong by the view of the crowd around them, and of the smallness of the 
party under the banners of serious Christianity. And this false confidence, 
with which the sense of numhers inspires the weak and unthinking, is al­
most incalculably increased, if they can lay the unction to their souls, that 
the most able and sensible men of their acquaintance act and think as they do. 
This excites complacency ; and they then glance at the thin rauks of the 
opposite party, ( if ever they do think of so inconsiderable a sect as it ap­
pears to be,) sometimes with contempt, sometimes, in the more amiahle, 
with sentiments of compassion fo1· their misdirected enthusiasm and pain­
ful self-denial. It is to be observed, too, that this ap11eal to numbers car­
ries tenfold weight, if it happen that the {11,11 portion of those with whom the 
ca1·eless are acquainted, who prof!'ss a warm attachment to 1·eligion, (for 
profes8irmal piety has not so much influence, heing thought a matter of 
cou1·se,) be men not in any manner distinguished above their fellows for 
talents or acquirements. For the g-reat majority of people do not reflect 
that the tmth or falsehood of Christianitv, and the necessitl' of a sti·ict ob­
servance of its precepts, must be decided in a very diff'erent manner from 
pole or ballot, or a reference to example and authorities. 

It appears to me, therefore, that it is the indispensible and solemn duty 
of every man, internally convinced of the truth and obligations of religion 
with regard to his individual conduct, to make a practical though unosten­
tatious avowal of this conviction before the eves of those with whom he asso­
ciates, or may be thrown in contact; and that this sacred duty of confess­
ing Jesus Christ before men (fo1• the sake of example) is more intensely 
imperative upon those to whom the "talent" of influential abilities or cha.. 
ra.cter has been given. You are hound to let the worldly and thoughtless 
know that they must not count upon you a, one who think as they do ; and 
if, in mere physical peril, it woul<l he thought disgraceful to draw back with­
out warning rour compnnions, ( when such intimation might be given with-
0'1t possible compromise of your own safety,) and this hold good e\'en with 
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regard to strangers tr1welling the same road, surely greater culpability must 
be attached to parallel conduct when the d;111ger is incomparably greater, and 
lVhen, for aught we know, our participation in the hazard, (fo1· most peNons 
think that there i~ .yo111e hazard,) has induced others to h1·a,·e it. I am sure 
that if it he a sin to w1tl11lraw without, at least, that tacit warning which a 
marked alteri1tion of conduct implies, it is infinitely worse to e11dee1•our to 
reconcile our own safety with an imposition upon our late fellow.trareller~; 
to seek to persuade them by looking one way and walking another, or e1·en 
to allow them to suppose, that we are still running rommon risks, whilst 
we are really endeavouring to secure selfish safety. \Vlwther such incon. 
sistent coruluct, such an attempt to impose at once upon God and man, can 
he successful is another question :-I should think, of easy solution. 

Forgive me, my dear---, if I have urged these considerations too 
blunt)\'. l\ly own heart accuses me of having very frequently erred in the 
manner I have attemµted to de11ict ; and I am sure that false shame and 
cowardice have been 1/l!f chief or only stumhling.ulocks in this matter. I 
prav for courage, a nice and deep moral perce11tion, and an elevation of l'iews 
and moti,,es ahove those that formc1·ly influenced me; and I hope that I 
ha,·e i-ucceeded to some Pxtent, in fortifying my mind airainst the fear of 
any pe1·son or thinir but (;od and my owu conscience. But my wretched 
\"anity often misleads me to dread the appearance of singularity, and to seek 
the favour of men at the expense of conscious erro1·. I have pres~ed the 
subject of example upon you more particularly, because I know that you are 
strong exactly where I am weak; and that, (religion apart,) you estimate 
the value of the " friendship of the world" more cm·rectly than I do. This 
strength of mind, I re11eat, is a talent for the use of which you are respon. 
sihle ; you cannot even bury it without great criminality, and the sin of 
perverting it to cherish pride, or to support one's self by ready sophistry in 
half.conscious error, will doubtless, be still more heavily visited. In the 
word,; of Scripture," Let your light so shine before men," that they may see 
that !/OU, for one, have made up your mind to prefer the service of the Lord 
to that of Baal ; that !/Olt consider the paths of carelessne3s and indifference 
little less d;rngerous than those of gros, and open vice, ( even if some of 
those ,·ices which the world kindly licences be not indulged in by the great. 
er part of those who would he thought neutral;) and that you are decidedly 
and dispassionately of opinion, that it can he said of righteousness alone, in 
this world of trouble, that " her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace." 

Hitherto I have endeavoured, with whatever success, to address myself 
entirely to your reason ; but I cannot conclu1le this appeal without an at.. 
tempt to engage your heart and affectionate feelings in favor of the cause 
which I advocate. To you, my dear---, I am not ashamed to avow, 
that the love I hear for you is too warm and deeply seater! to find an appro. 
priate vehicle of expression in any words of which I am master; and that 
I am not content to limit the enjoyment of your frienchhip to this life of 
so1·row and infirmities. Here, friendship, however intense and disinterested, 
must, like all earthly blessings, have its shades and drawbacks ; those who 
lorn hest will at times he dissatisfied with each other; and, at the hest, 
there are, as you too sadly know, sou.-ces of affliction to which even friend. 
ship cannot administer any balm heyond the tears of sympathy. HPre, too, 
selfishness will overcloud the sunshine of mutual affection ; and ill health 
(as I can speak from an experience which covers me with shame) will 
render us comparatively indifferent to any other impulses than those of 
phy~ical suffering, which repress all the glow of the kindly feelings, and 
deaden, as it were, and benumb all the aspirations of the soul to elevate 
itself to objects beyond the scope of the mere senses. And even when 
every chord of the compound instrument is in tune-when mind and body 
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11re both in the highest sanity and vigour, and we feel the bnoyancv of the 
spirit abm·e the clay most di~tinctly, it is at those very moments that we 
are most sensible of the " weight of earth," l'ecoiling upon us to humble 
our pride, atld remind us of our mo1'tality. These are but a few of the 
wretched trammels with which the impnfections of our nature clog the 
wings of friendship; but ther are more than enou~h to convince u~, that it 
was not designed that we ~houhl reap its full enjnyment in this life of pro­
hation, and to induce us to look forward, with hum hie hope, towards a better 
state of being, where we may a~rnciate beyond the reach of possihle sin, 
sonow, or sepal'ation, with those whom we loved on earth:-" To hear 
each voice, we feared to hear no more." 

Sceptics may speculate upon the subject, hut you and I, my beloved friend, 
know to a certainty that thel'e is 

"A land of souls beyond that subtle shore, 
To shame the doctrine of the Sadducee, 
And sophist madly vain oi dubious lore ; " 

And we know, too, that an eternal community of happiness is promised, by 
One who cnunot cleccivc, to those," who by patient continua,we in well-doing, 
seek for g-lory, aml honor, and immortality" ;"-bnt to them nnl_,,. If then, 
--, we desire to meet again to part no more, after our brief career in this 
world shall have concl111led; if it would, to ec1ch of us, he an incalculable 
addition to the poignancy of those delights which we are told " eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived," to enjoy them 
in participation with the other; if the reverse of the picture, if eternal 
separation, or a community of eYerlasting misery, would be exquisitely 
painful; Oh ! let us both endeavour so to act in this scene of probation as to 
secure the alternative of bliss ! \\' ords, at least mini', break d,,wn beneath 
the subject. \Ve mriy never meet again in this world ; my heart aches as I 
dwell upon the contingency: but my feelings would be infinitely more pain­
fullv embittered if I cli,l not, at the same time, look fonrnrd to a re-union, 
"where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest; 
where no doubts, no jealousy, no selfishnefs shall ever come bet\\·een us." 
0 ! let us strive to realize the prospect! Let us by God's grace so live, 
that he who is summoned first may feel an assurance that his beloved corn. 
panion is following to the hal'en for which he is bound; and that the 
survivor, on his death-hed, may be able to think with complacency on him 
who has gone before, in the confidence that he shall re-open his failing eyes 
in the presence of his friend, in the kingdom of their common Redeemer! 

Are there not some, too, already flown from this life of sorrow to a state 
ofinconceivahle and unchanging happiness, a meeting with whom woulcl be 
bliss in comparison with which every pleasure that this world can even offer 
(not to say bestow, for who is ignorant of the falsehood of its promises?) 
fades into utter insignificance? I know that ,·on entertain such aspirations. 
Bear in mind, then, that yonr hopes can onlr he realil:ed by the adoption 
of one line of conduct ; and that we cannot Ii ve without Goel in this world, 
and vet secure an interest in that kingdom "not of this world," where the 
"anil"els" of departed "little ones do always behold the face of our Father 
which is in heaven." 

I have written with the warmth which I sincerely fepl, To conclude with 
more calmness, think, my clear friend, upon the support and comfort we 
might reciprocally afford and l'eceive in our pa,sage t.hroug-h this worlrl, hy 
walking side by side in the same path, and with the same avowed object. 
Upon your superior firmness of character it always eases me to lean ; per­
haps I h1l\'e more active energy and war:nth of disposition : at. any rate, yo11 
would find me a sincere and affectionate companion by the way. Your dear 

• Romans, ii. 7, 
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wife, too, I am sure, woultl rejoice to lend hel' nssistanre to 11s hn•h; ;11111 

thus united, we sl111uld fet•l doul,ly stnlllp; in out' disl"cganl oftlw s1,,•pr,; a111l 
s1uTas111s with which the world always atta,·ks those professor~ of l'eli,_rion 
whose eal'ly c:1n•er of vi,·e a11cl ,lissip:il ,on n•u(krs their dian;,;c vf conduct 
remarkable, and as it is thought, suspicion~. 

Turn tlw"' mat.tt•rs o,·er in your 111i11tl, in the calmnrs;; of your present re. 
tire,l situa\ io11. If any of my arguments he re1111g-11:111t to youl' pt'eseut opini. 
ons, tlo 1111t 11otwithsta11rlin;:- cletermine against them at once, but let them rest 
for a whih•, am! recur to them at another opportunity. If my 11ri11ciplt•s and 
decluclions he not, in e\"ery instance, corn•ct, (1 cannot be so weak as to 
flattt'r myself that I am infallible, on subjects so uew to lilt', too,) ascribe 
the imperfection to the ad,·ocate, not to the cause. The consideration 
of them may, at any rate, lead you into a train of tl,ou11·ht, in the course of 
which you nrny light upon the truth. Some little hint of mine, some sen­
tence almost accidentally dropt, may, perhaps, contain the happy seeds of 
conviction. But whate,.er success may attend my present efforts, you 
shall never want the eamest prayers of 

Your most affectionate friend and brother, 
A. B. 

111.-0n the Nature of Addresses to tlie Heathen. 

To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR S1R1 

A pleasing feature, obi;;ervable in serious Christians of the present 
day, is their anxiety to promote the spiritual welfare of others, and 
especially to convey the glad tidings of salvation to pagan lands. 
There exists however a difference of opinion among them as to 
the relative importance of education and preac/1-inq the Gospel 
in the conversion of the heathen. I am myself a staunch friend 
to education, and hold it to be an excellent auxiliary in the propa­
gation of truth : nevertheless, I maintain that the primary means 
for the conversion of the world is the preaching of the Gospel; it 
has the express sanction of our Lord ; it has been the successful 
instrument of spreading Christianity in all parts of the globe, and 
I really believe, is the means, which above all, God, for the honor 
of his own name, has chosen for the purpose of finally establishing 
on earth that kingdom of peace and righteousness against which 
the gates of hell shall never prevail. " Fm· oftm· that, in the wis­
dom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." 
(1 Cor. i. 21.) 

1\1 y purpose on the present occasion is not to enlarge on this 
important duty, but rather to say a few words on the mode, in which, 
in my humLle opinion, it is to be performed, and that especially 
with respect to the following particular, viz. IN ADDRESSING 
HEATHE~ CONGREGATIOKS, SHOULD THE ERRORS OF THEIR SYS­
TEM BE EXPOSED, OR SHOULD THE TltUTHS OF THE GOSPEL ONL¥" 
.iE ENFORCED ? 
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On this I llC'g to remark, that the principnl theme ofa l\lission­
ary's preaching should hy all means be the gospel, the pure Gospel, 
wherein, without human additions or retrenchments, Christ is repre­
sented as the way, tlte trutlt, and the life, and as nble and wilting 
to saue to the uttermost all u•lw come to God througlt Him. Still 
I believe, that it is absolutely necc~sary, in order to open a way 
for the rc-ception of the Gospel, to expose the false notions to which 
the heathen adhere. I must confess that I have heard very excel­
lent Missionaries deprecate the doing of this, under the idea that 
making the people acquainted with the excellency of Christianity 
would suffice, and of itself, by a natural process, lead them to dis­
cover the deficiency of their own system, and induce them to aban­
don it. A late friend of mine, who was of this opinion, often made 
use of the following comparison to illustrate the subject: "Let 
the sun rise, and darkness will of necessity recede ; let the sun of 
Christianity be held forth to the heathen, and the darkness of Hin­
dooism will vani~h away without further effort." 

This may appear plausible; yet I fear the illustration is not quite 
to the point. The fact is, that the sun, when he shines forth, finds 
the generality of men possessed of eyes. prepared and anxious to be­
hold his light, and therefore he is hailed with joy as soon as he 
appears on the horizon. But I would ask, what good can the bright 
luminary confer on persons who are deprived of their eye-sight, and 
incapable either of beholding his radiance, or- of valuing the bene­
fits of the light he is emitting? Christianity, certainly, is a sun, 
and a sun of great resplendency in the moral firmament ; but it 
finds the Hindoos so blinded by their idolatrous creed and their pre­
judices, that it shines upon them in vain. A surgical operation, 
therefore, is requisite to remove the cataract from their spiritual 
vision ; and this operation is the exposing the errors of their 
system. When this is accomplished, and not before, will they be 
capable of viewing and receiving the Gospel as a message of glad 
tidings. 

I did myself for several years, on principle, proclaim Christianity 
to the heathen without, in my addresses, alluding to their supersti­
tions and false notions; but experience has convinced me of the 
fallacy of this method, and I have since relinquished it. If the 
Hindoos were a thinking, reflecting people-a people anxiously seek­
ing after truth-perhaps the mere preaching of the Gospel would 
suffice to enable them to perceive the defects of their own false 
religion, and for aught I know, to forsake it; but common observa­
tion shows, they are, generally speaking, not a thinking nor a 
reflecting people, neither are they anxious seekers after truth. 
They may hear the Gospel willingly enough, and admire the love 
of Christ, and might perhaps be persuaded to give him a place in 
their pantheon, as a Roman emperor once did ; but they would not 
for a moment suppose that this was to be done to the exclusion of 
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their own gods, How oftrn, aftrr thry had listened to a sermon 
where Christi.mity was held forth txclusivcly of other matter, have 
I not hrarcl them siiy : "\V ell, Sir, your religion is excellent for 
you. and so is our's for us." The fact is, they are so apathetic, 
particularly on religious sul~jccts, that they actually will not thcm­
sel ,c~ take the trouble of comparing the systems. The Missionary 
thl'rd'ore mmt take upon himself' the task which his auditors 
<lccli11e tu perform. And how can this he done but by, on the 
one hand, exposing the error, the ahsmdity, and the wickedness of 
idolatry ; and, on the other hand, by showing the truth, the reason­
ableness, and the holy tendency of' Christianity ; thus compdling 
them to fix their attention on both at the same time, and forcing 
them to come to some conclusion on the subject. 

I would not therefore consider a sermon on any Christian doctrine 
or duty complete, unless the deficiency of the Hindu system on 
the corresponding doctrine or duty had been plainly pointed out 
to the people, and a comparison between both distinctly drawn in 
their hearing. This implies, of course, that it is the bounden duty 
of a Missionary to make himself well acquainted with the religious 
tenets and prejudices nf the people among w horn he labours, that 
he may be able successfully to refute and expose them. 

Another reason why some object to the errors of the Hindus 
being exposed is, their fear that heathen congregations are likely 
thereby to be irritated and incensed. I can, however, from expe­
rience state the contrary to be the case : to resort to abuse or 
taunt, or to turn their superstitions into ridicule, especially when 
done with an air of triumph, certainly would have the deplorable 
effect apprehended; but when errors are pointed out in the spirit of 
love, and when affection and a desire for the people's good is appa­
rent in a Missionary's discourses, the heathen will give him credit 
for meaning well; and I have under such circumstances invariably 
seen the congregations more numerous and attentive than when 
bare Christianity has been held forth. 

It is easy to account for this : the heathen, generally speaking, 
do hitherto understand hut little of Christianity, and where is the 
man who takes much interest in what he does not understandr Let 
for instance a sailor or a peasant attend a lecture on an abstruse sub­
ject of science, they will find it most wearisome and disagreeable ; 
but let the lecturer in the midst of his lucubrations chance to 
make use of an illustration taken from sea-faring life, or agriculture, 
you will at once see the individuals alluded to brightening up, pay­
ing attention and taking the deepest interest in the matter; and 
why? simply, because they understand what is spoken. Precisely 
so with the heathen : instead of disliking a Missionary's alluding 
to their false religion, though it is to condemn it, they listen, when 
the subject is started. with an interest which nothing can equal, 
because there and then they are at home. 

u u 
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I l1ave, Mr. Editor, briefly stated my views on tl1is topic. l 
would howeve1· deem them worthy of little regard, were they not 
corroborated by the highest authority to which a Christian can ap­
peal. I mean the example of our Lord and his apostles. Look 
at our Lord"s preaching; beginning with the sermon on the mount, 
and you will find that he commenced his discourses almost invari­
ably by attacking the prejudices and false notions of his auditors: 
'' Ye hnt·e heard, that it u·as said by t!tem n_f old time, L~C- fJUt I 
soy unto yuu, &c." Look at Paul and Barnabas preaching at 
Lystra: (Acts xiv. 15,) " JfTe preach unto yon that ye .~lwuld 
turnfro111 these l'anities unto the liviny God, u,ftich made heai•en 
and earth, and the sea, and all thingi; Uwt are lhe1·ein." Again, 
at Athens. (Acts xvii. 22-31,) Paul says: "Ye men of Athens, 
I pe1·ceii:e that in all things ye are too wperstitinus. 1Ye ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or sifrer, or 
stone, grm·en by art and man's dedce, &c. Finally, at Ephesus, 
what did Demetrius testify of Paurs pread1ing? (Act~ xix. 26 :) 
~foreover ye see and hPOr, that 11rJl alone at Ephesus, but almost 
throughout all A.~io, this Paul has pcr,l'lladl1d and twned away 
rnurh people, saying that t!tey be •w guds u·ltich are made wit!, 
hands." 

To adduce further proofs from the sacred writinp:s would be 
superfluous. Suffice it to say, that the nature n_f things, e,1;peri­
ence, and the wm·d of God, all confirm the truth, that in order to 
establish Christianity, the errors of the heathen ought to be con­
troverted and exposed; and that when this is done in the spirit of 
affection, and with a view to the people's good, the most happy re­
sults may be anticipated. 

L. 

IV.-An inte1·estin9 andimpressfre Account o.ftlte Eartltquake 
at Lucknow, on the 26tli August, 1833. 

Oflate India has been visited by more frequent and violent sl1ocks 
of earthquake, than any whicl1 fall within the remembrance of the 
presmt generation. It is not for l~s to specula!e on the secondary 
causes of phenomena so mpter10us m their nature, and so 
appalling in their effects. Sufficient for us to know that "the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth." And whether or not we can 
trace the sudden footsteps of his providence, or narrowly scan his 
high designs, we know and believe that all must be right and 
best which is the result of the ordination of omnipotent wisdom 
combined with infinite goodness. 

Heretofore, accounts have appeared of the afflictive visitations 
of Divine Providence in different parts oflndia. Of these, the capi­
tal of Oude has had its full share. But the most threatening in its 
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aspect seems to have been the earthquake of August, last year. Of 
this visitation, a description has been given at the end of a useful 
volume of Moral Precepts, recently published at Lucknow. And 
though now somewhat out of date, we cannot refrain from quoting 
the article entire, assured that it is calculated at once to interest 
and eilif y our readers. 

"On the 2tith of Au~ust, 1833, the r.ity of Lucknow, the capital of Oude, 
was visited at midnight by the alarming earthquake which shuok lnclia 
from the snowy mountains of Himalaya, even to the distant ocean. The 
d1•pa<lful scourl{e of cholera had for some time previous heen ~ent to 
ntftiet the people. In almost every street the wail of the broken heart was 
heard. :Mothers, sisters, brothers, husbands, wives, mourninl{ over the 
remains of those whom they had loved. The minds of the living were 
saddened by witnessing from time to time the corpses of the dead pass 
along- their street, in progress to the tomb-the uncertainty of existence 
was impressed on every minrl-sudden <leath in an awful form threatened 
every family, and superadded to the apprehension from thi~ mortal scourge 
it was very awful to be awoke at midnight by an earthquake! The beams 
of the houses creaked, the lamps and punkas swung to and fro, the walls 
mo,·ed, and a tremulous motion, fearfully distinct, shook the whole earth. 
The tall minarets trembled in the sky, and the trees were shaken at their 
base ; even the birds in the branches were aroused and evinced their appre­
hensions by their clamours. The sagacious elephants were awakened, and 
rose from their lairs, and showed their consciousness by that peculiar hollow 
noise in their trunks. The people left their houses, now sensibly rocking 
with the troubled earth, and sought safety in the open air, fearfully await­
ing the result, and expecting every moment to hear the crash of falling 
buildings! The stoutest heart quailed, and at such an awful time, when the 
earth rocked beneath the feet, there was something peculiarly striking 
in hearing the sudden simultaneous and loud mingling of prayer from 
e\'ery quarter of the city; from thousands the appeal to the Almighty, 
p)I J..lj I .J"~.$'1 di I _r-!ll &.U I Ullufw Uk/Jm·, Ulluho Ukbur, Ullahry Ukbar, 

God is great! God is great! God is great! :\Ien then felt their utter insig_ 
nificance, and as it were, the presence amongst them of that great Invisible 
Being who was then awfully shaking the foundations of the earth ; and 
to whom arose the earnest simultaneous midnight appeal of multitudes 
throughout the land, Ullaho Ukbar, Ullaho l.Jkbar. 

" How many prayed then with earnestness and trembling hearts who never 
prayed before? ls God less worthy ?four worship when regulating with 
an awful po,ver the. concerns of the umverse, the changes of the seasons­
when supplying all the wants of men-than when shaking the earth beneath 
our feet ? Let our language not only then, but alll'ays be, Ulluho Ukba1·. 

" Reader! when Satan the enemy of God and man would tempt thee by his 
baits to sin, to do aught that is base or mean, let thy noble answer in defi­
ance be, Ullaho Ukba1·. 

"Christian! when thy spirit droopeth, when sin assails thee from within 
or from without, take exa1111ile, remember the moslems when the earth 
1·ocked, and their shouts, Utlaho Ukbar. 

" Fathers ! Mothers ! remember the sacred duties which God who shook 
the earth has laid upon you; to bring up your offspring whom he has given 
you, in the fear of the Lord ; to set them the example of personal holiness, 
for God is great ! Ullaho Ukbar. 

" Husbands! Wives! remember that together ye daily worship God, else 
are ye incurring every day his displeasure, who said, " \Vorship ye me." 

uu2 



338 Jlissiona1·y Tou1· amony the [No. VII. 

"Men anrl Brethren! God is not to be mocked. He has sent hi, fearful 
mrssage ,rn,on~4 11,, the scourge of cholera, the sudden awful death! the 
]i,·i,l corp,e ! the ll'ail of the broken hea1·t, in e1·ery street! ls not this 
enong·h to turn our hea11;s to him? Dues it not convey to each the meijsage, 
Bo .11e also 1·M.d.l/, fo1· at such an hour as ye know not death shall suddenly 
remo\'e thell to stand hcfore the judgment seat of Christ, to give an account 
of the 1\et>ds done in tht' ho,ly ; and whilst our minds were yet alarmed, and 
on our tnni.i;ues to eaeh the fearful 411e,tion, ,vhat of the plague? the g1·eat 
in\'isihle God made known more awfolly his presence-and shook at mid­
nig·ht from ~orth to South, from East to West, the tremblin1; earth! 

" Friends! from this day henct'forth, let our thougilt8 und lives proclaim 
indeed the awful glo1·ious truth, Ullaho Ukbar." 

V.-Jl,/issionnry Tour among the Bha,egulpore Hill Tribes.­
By Reo. A. LESLIE. 

[Continued from page 246.] 

20. Thi~ morning we rai~ed our tent, and by the hl.'lp of the villagl.'r~, pro. 
ceeded through the valley. and up two or three ~teep ascent~, the distance 
of about li,·e miles, to the village of Sutbaii-a, the residence of the chief of the 
Tuppa of l'ursundah, whose name is :\Ja:ra. He received us again vt>ry kind. 
ly ; and instantly p1·0\'ided my <'Ompanions with a good house and the hest 
1iro1·isious heh ad in his own. His people had not, when wearrived, returned from 
hunting; butcameshortlyaftt'r,bringingwith them three young swine, which 
they had killed. They had been out in the jung-les fi,·e days; and esteem. 
ed their imccess very poor. We could do nothing to.day in the way of 
speaking to the people in a body : but, we had, towarcls evening, some very 
serious conversation with the chief. We explained to him the Gospel, aml 
said hefore him the con3e,p1ences of rejecting it, and of continuing to wor­
ship the bamboo, sun, moon, &c. He heaven a sig-h as he listenc>rl; and 
sairl, " In my young clays, we worshipped God only; had ahundancl.', and 
were happy ; but since Kalee aml other things wpre introduced among 
tts, we have had nothing but trouble." He promised to collect his vil­
lagers next morning to hear the Gospel. 

21. This morning n1Pt with the old t·hief and all the people of his Yillage, 
to thP number of nearly 60, besides children, and drclared to them the giacl 
tidings of salrntion. Slime of them hearrl attentinly; and others seemed 
careless. After our servicP, which ended with prayer, the old chirf, in the 
prPsl'nce of all his subjects, signified his wish to desist from the worship of 
Kalee, anrl to remove the bamboo from the village: but, at the same time, 
asked, whether it would not he right for him and his people, to adhere to 
the mode of worship which harl existed (to use his 01m expression) ~mong 
them from the creation of the world. Ou our telling him, that all their 
objects of worship were distinct from the trne God, and created things, 
which ought not to be adore,!, he seemed greatly non-plussed, and as if he 
knew not what to do. Something of the sanl!' feeling appeared, also, among 
the others. Time only will shew what they will do. It is evident, however, 
that a great impression has been produced on the mind of the old man. 

About mid-day, having procured a guidt>, we set off to thrPI' contiguous 
1'illages, all hearing the name of Kairolgo, ahout fo111· or fi1·e mile, rlistant. 
In the first, upwards of 20 people, besides children, assembled. T!,ry did 
not seem, in gene1·al, to hear with much attention. \Ve founcl one man 
among them who could read a little Hindooee. He fully entered into what 
we ijaid, and promised to visit us next day, at the chief'~ village, to receive 
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n book ; but dirl not come. In this \'illage, which was very small, a man 
went l'onnd callinl{ with a loud voice to all the people, to come and ~ell a 
white man. I coulcl ha,·e wished as l hearcl him, that HE hacl heen 
,•isihle, resperting whom it was said to the villagers of Samai·ia, " Corne 
see a man, who tohl me all things that ever I did." In the second village, 
which was also small, we hail a most atteutive audience of ~5. Several of 
th1•m seemed to understaud well the grand import of our message. As the 
da,· was far aclvm1t.:ed, we were rdnctantly compelled to leave the third 
,·iilage. There is no tr;wrl!ing in this country in the nig-ht. The heights 
and steeps are so many, the juugfo so thil-k, the path-way so untracl•ahlr, 
and the wild beasts so numerous, that it is hal'dy possible to p1·oceed in the 
dark with any ce1·tainty or safety. 

Hetul'ned in the evening to the village of the old chief, and were gl'eatly 
depresse!l hy finding him determinately inclined to abide by his country­
go,l~. At night, howevel', after ha,·ing been present at 0111· worship, Im 
seemed greatly softened, and seriously confessed, that our way was the 
right, and his the wrong. 

22. This morning, after having seen the ,·illagers barharously kill a large 
sow with theil' bows and arrows, we visited, in company with the chit>f, 
Chupairee, the ,·illage of the Nyib, about a mile distant. Here 80 people, 
besides children, heanl us with great attention. Nyib, in particulal', was 
much affected with what was sairl, and declared, that he would henceforth 
call on the name of Jesus onlr, This Yillage has 1·ecently lost thil'ty peo­
ple with the small-pox ; and all seemed in great distress. As they listened 
to us, they looked as if they were con\'inced that Kalee, whom they had in 
common with other village1·s introduced, could do nothing for them ; and 
that Christ was the only deliverer. \Ve were much gratified with the 
people here. 

In the mirldle of the dav, we visited, on another sirle of the old chief's 
bill, a small ,·illage called ·l\Iullay-heetah. Here ahout 20 people met us, 
to whom we declal'ed the Gospel. Four or five of them heard us with great 
attention, and shewed us no little kindness in supplying us with some of 
their best food. Here, also, we saw a Daimno: but he forebore his antics. 
He sat quietly down, and listened to our message. Afterwards, he seemed 
greatly pleased at the particularity of my inquiries relative to their various 
oh.iects of worship. 

Leaving this place, we went on two miles further, to a village called 
Chaynkron; but were sadly di~appointed at finding nearly all the people 
gone to a neighbouring place, for the purpose of uniting with its inlrnhitants 
in dl'inking Tuddee. Returned in the evening to the abode of the old chief, 
with whom we had much \'Ul'ied co11ve1·sation and worship. He was entirely 
ignorant of all the period beyond the days of his uncle, who had preceded 
his father as chief. 

23. Struck our tent this morning, and accompanied by the chief and his 
son, descended the hill, passed through a valley, and ascended another 
small hill, to a little village named Mootayree, when Maisa preached to 
seven men and 14 women. They had been, unknown to us, warned by the 
chief, the day before, to assemble. They did not seem to l'egard our mes­
s;,ge with much attention. On my telling them, that their bamboo was not 
God, shaking it at the same time with my han<l, they looked with as much 
astonishment as if they expected a judgment to fall immediately on my 
head. Here the old chief bade us, with much seeming affection, adieu : his 
~on, and fourteen of his villager~, accompanying us, with our haggage, 
forward about one and half miles, to one of three small contiguous villages, 
called Umbra, where my companions were again accommodated with a 
house, and I erected my tent. 
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Ahout 2 r. M. we set off to a village, a little more than a mile distant, 
called J)oonee Chapairel•, or Chupra, where we found an assemblage of 
ppople met to feast themselves on a cow, preparatory to clearing the jungle 
from a spot of ground for a new field. They were all seated very orderly, 
awaiting tlieir meal, which was being cooked. Maisa, Nyansookh, and 
myself severally addressed them, and were heard, by not a few, with much 
attl'ntion. The men and women amounted to about 70 ; among whom was 
a Daimno, 11 ho expressed his approbation of all we said. 

The person wishing to clear the jungle from any place, for the sake of 
cultin1tinn, first calls the villagers together, and gi,·es them money to assist 
him. If lie ha\'e no mone,•, he kills a cow, and feasts tlwm. This was the 
case on the present occa~ion. On an appointed clay afterwards, all who 
are feast,•,l, 111·oceed, early in the morning, to the destined spot, and cut 
down, as fast as tlll'y are ahle, all before them. Preci,ely at mid-day they 
cease: and thus repay their host. 

2i. This rnornin1,r, the people of Umbra, in consequence of some of the 
,·illal\"ers lin,· in!.l" heeu ahused or heatt'n hy those in a 11t•il,\"hhouri1111; place, 
where thev had asst>mhled to rlrink, would not meet to hear us. They felt 
it necessa1:y first to have their revenge; to take which, a number of 'them 
went off. How the1• settled the business we know not. 

lV l', hearing of a larg·e \'illal?,"e call I'd II urrah, about five miles distant, 
paicl it a visit; hut in conse11uence of the head-man being from home, we 
could not, though we waited nearly t\fo ho111·s, and used e,·ery effort, get 
more than 20 people to as,;emhle; to whom, however, we delivered our 
messaire, and immediately departed. They secme1l tc, hear u~ with much 
attention. \Vhen about two miles on our way back, the head-man came 
running, as fast as he could, towards us, an,! expressed 1,rreat regret at his 
ahseuce. \Ve c1uleaYoured to console him as well as we could, and told 
him the ohject of our visit. He heard us with apparent interest: and de­
clared his readiness to believe and ohey. Close to this village we saw a 
large tract of coal, which had been opened, and at no great distance, some 
lar!!,"e and fine hells of kunkur. Our guide told us, that about three years 
a1so, the grountl near to Hurrah emitted smoke ; and that a piece of wood 
thrust into the earth was immediately inflamed. The appe;u•ance of the 
land verified what he sairl. 

Betwixt Hurrah and l.] mbra are situated two small villa1;es hearing the 
name of Diggee. \Ve et1tered both, and preached to about 4-0 persons. An 
old man evidently took gTeat interest in wl1at we said, repeating again and 
again our words to the others, and commenting upon their correctness. He 
seemed full of love, and ready to do anything for us. 

In the evening we enterer! one of the divisions of Umbra, and found the 
people ready to march to a neighbouring ,·illag;c, for the purpose of drink­
ing Tudilee. \Ve i11vit1•d them to seat themselves, and to hear us hefore 
they departed. Ther tlid so. \Ve dwelt upon the sin and consequences of 
dru

0

nkenness; and ~1ioke to them of the Gospel generally. They seemed 
much cast down ; and looked as if the great God ha,l caught them in his 
net, and had I,lasted thei1· prospect of immeuiate enjoyment. They said 
nothing. \Ve left them; and are ignomnt whether they went on their 
journey, or not. 

25. This morning the inhahitants of the two other divisions of Umhra 
assembled, to the number of nearly 50. They were very orderly, heard 
with much attention, and had much con,·ersation afterwards 011 the Gospel. 
They approved of every thin1,r, except the command against drinking. This 
they did not like, although they freely acknowledged, that drunkenness 
was the cause of many evils. 

A woman uf this village having, at one time, bel'n very sick, ,·o.ved, that 
if she recovered, she would, on the day of every full-muon, sacrifice a goat. 
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As to-!lay is full-moon, she ~ent a man to us, last 11i/.\·ht, to rr,pH'-t !111r 
opi11io11 on tht• propridy, or i111prop1·iety of her 111011thly sacrifi,·r. ,v c tnl,l 
him to inform her, that it was the great (iod who had eure<I lin, ,,nil t l,at 
he require,! no othl'r sacrifir1•, than the thanksgidng· of thr heart. \\'hat 
effect our message had, we did not hear. 

At I I A. M. we set off to ,·isit two m•ighhouring villages, four mil,•s dis. 
tant from Umhra, l'alled D11111h1h.goddah, and lloonda, in the T11ppa of 
l\luuneearee. 011 read1i11g the former, we fo1111d the i11hahita11ts of both 
Yillages a~semhled for Pooja and dri11ki11g. The scene ,ras truly he:irt. 
rending. X early all the people, to the amount of at least 100, were in a 
state of i11toxication. The noise of the drnms, l'ymbals, mHI singing pre­
Yented us from almost hearing our own voices. ,v e witnes~ed the Pooja, 
which had just commenced; and the sight was infernal. A fowl and a vig 
were sacrificed; and a part of the blood of the latter, mixed with cooked 
grain and Tuddee, drank by the Daimno. He seemed, in his appearauce, 
and hy the violent shaking of his body, and the horrible howling·s which he 
raised, more like a demon than a man. ,v e soon left this dismal place-a 
place, however, the most beautiful, as it regarded situation and scenery, of 
any we had yet seen. 

\Ve stopved, in returning, at a small village called Sim bee, where we had 
an assembly of about 20 veople. The head-man was very kind to us, volun. 
tarily suvplying us with the best of what he had. He seemed, too, to take 
some interest in our message. . 

,v e were exceedingly gratified, in t.he evening, by overhearing a woman, 
in one of the huts of Umbra, telling two men to desist from singing and 
ch·iuking, or Jesus Christ would he angry with them. This woman, whose 
countenauce beamed with kindness, had before this, shewed no little anxiety 
about the comfort of my companions, daily preparing and sending them 
food. 

26. Sabbath. As we were again within three miles of Chaynkron, (bet. 
ter known by the name of Peepra,) the ,·illage which we had visited in vain 
on the 2211cl, we set off to it ahont 10 A, M. Here, in the two dh·isions of 
it, we found about 60 people, all preparing for a 1lrinking hout, which was 
to commence in the e,·euing. \Ve all addr,•ssed them, and we1·e heard with 
some degree of atte11tio11. As we talked to them of the sin and consequences 
of dru11ke1111ess, they seemed somewh:1t abashed. One man said, that now, 
having heard the command of Jesus Christ, they would no longer indulge 
in this sin. • 

LeaYing this place, we ,·isited a snrnll village called Bal-goddah, about 
one and a half mile distant. Here we found only 14 or IS persons at home, 
to whom we declared the Gospel. 

In moving hack to l"mbra, we entered two contiguous villages, bearing 
the name of Burraree, where we met about 35 people. In the first we saw 
an old man, who had once connected himself, in the plains, with the sect of 
Kiffeer; anrl hatl subsequently hear!l something of the Gospel in l\fonghyr. 
He said, he had, for $Ometime past, been endeavouring to persuade the 
,·illagers of the folly of their wor~hip, and particularly of that of Kalee, to 
whom they had erected an ensig·n close by: but that they, and even he 
himself, were afraid to take the bamboo down. ,ve asked them, if thev 
would permit us to remove it. The old man signifying his assent, and ail 
the others remaining silent, Nyansookh pulled it up, and I removed it from 
the place. No sooner was this done, than a man ha;;tcmed into his house, 
tore up his image of mud, brought it out and delivered it into the hands of 
Nyansookh, who threw it violently down the ,Ieclivity of the hill. All the 
villagers appeared as if ove1·whelmerl in astonishment; but no one seemed 
offended. On the contrary, another man hastened into his field, and 
brought us out a present of vegetables-a great rarity on the hills. 
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Jn the otl1er divi$ion of Burrnree, the people hPnrd us with attPntion 
and tn•atetl us with a good mess of their Bora; of which we partook a little, 
both to please them an,l to relieve our hunger, which had begun somewhat 
to pinch us. 

27. This morning, struck our tent, and left the kiml people of Umbra. 
ThPy gatherNI around us as we prepared to go off, seemed to reg-ret our 
departun>, and as~ured us, that they only waited the rPturn of the man, 
at whose house the bamboo was erecterl, to unite in remodng it from its 
plncr. ,v e parted from them, ha\"ing first publicly commended them and 
ourselves to God, in prayer. 

Rear.herl Kommo ,Joneean again, about mi,1-day, the vlace where I }1ad 
marrie,I the hill couple. They all seemed rejoiced to see u~, and pro,·ided 
us again with all our former accommodations. During- our absence. they Ind 
remo\'ed three out of four of their bamboos, aml were only waiting the 
con~ent of one of the villagers to remove the fourth. During the evening, 
whilst sittinir conversing with Roopa, I distinctly heard one of the villagers 
in an arljoining house commending himself and household to the care of 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the night: and was assurerl by Roopa, that this 
wa; now his own practice, as well as that of others of the inhabitants. The 
whole veople of this place seemed in a very vrepared state for the recep­
tion of the Gospel in all its breadth and length. They had e,,en come to 
the resolution of abandoning Tuddee, the ruling and beloved god of the 
land. 

28. Set our faces homewards again. Doolee, who had never departed 
from us, accompanied us some distance, and then, with much feeling, bade 
us farewell. He was very desirous of going with us to Monghyr: but his 
relatives wou.Id not consent. His proirress in reading was not so great as 
could have been wished; but still he could read any chapter of the Gospels 
with tolerable accuracy. 

February 4. Reached Monghyr in health and safety, having walked nearly 
the whole way on foot. Thanks to a gracious Providence. 

V !.-Statements of the Opinions of those who advocate 
" Education withou,t Religion." 

[It is well known that the friends of native improvement in this laud are divided 
into two !(n·at classes. The one ad,,ocates literary and sciectific education 
with religion; and the other, literary an,\ scientific education without religion. 

Hitherto the efforts ma<le to diffuse the blessings of education throughout this vast 
country, though great ancl highly praiseworthy, have been, when compared with 
the numberless wants of the peoplt•, hut partial and limite<l. Consequently, the 
question at issue between the parties above-named, may not have appeared to 
possess that prominence of iuterest which really belongs to it. But now, when 
we are approaching the commencement of an rera which bids fair to realize what 
errwhile has been rcg~nled as a mere philanthropic dream, viz., the U'lliversal 
education of tl1e people, the question begins to assume an aspect of tremend­
ous importance. It is no longer a question of party in politics, or of sect in 
religion. It is really, and truly, A GRAND NATIONAL QUESTION. 

Such being the inhereuc magnitude of the question, we are anx:ous to see it dis­
cussed in all its bearings-since it is much easier at jfrst to do, than affe,-wards 
to undo,-ancl a fundamental error now may become the prnlilic fountain of 
streams of error hereajler. In this anxiety of ours, all the real friends of India 
ought more or less to participate. He hope, tl,erefore, that it will be reckoned 
no intrusion on our part if we earnestly solicit the attention of all to a subject 
of such vital importance to the welfare of India. 
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It is scarcely necessary for us to nd<I, that we 011rsrh-es nre decided n,lvocates for 
"cdn<'nlion tt•ilh l'eligion." But we know thnt on the other side nre found ranged 
many, "'hose zrnl we ndmirc nnd whose talents we rcsy,rct. And if we clnim 
tJ,,. cl'edit of being conscientious in our own views, we cannot refuse the same 
daim to others. It is denr, however, that ,•icws which in many respects dilfer 
so wi,lrly, cannot he Pqllally tt·~ll fo1tndnl. Now, how can the validity of 
prin,·iplt·s, the nuthrnti<'ity of facts, nnd the leJl"itimo<'y of inference, on which 
they arc rrspecth•cly based, be ascertained, but by bringing the whole into dil'ect 
comparison? 

It is, thrrefore, 011r intention to throw open our pnges to the free and unshackled 
discussion of this GREAT question. And in order that we may not be suspected 
of undue partialitirs, we intend, if R military expression he allowable, to opc11 
the campaign, with setting i11 array a goodly portion of the forces of our anta­
gonists. 

This we nre enabled to clo, not from hypothesis or conjecture, hut from actual 
written <locuments now lying before us. And we are very much mistaken if 
the tone anti language of some of these do not in<licate that they are the pro­
ductious of superior minds. All of them have been written very recently ; 
hence they possess the freshness of novelty.] 
"You must dehrutalize ancl cultivate the minds of the benighted, l1efore 

you can reasonably expect to impress them with any sound notion of the 
superiority of our enlightened religion over their abominable superstitions. 
It is lamentahle to think, how much time, charity, labor, and money have 
het>n thrown away, owing to the utter want of foresight and reflection with 
which this most desirable undertaking seems ever fated to be entered on. 
]f we woul,1, in the first instance, limit our endeavours to gradually lead­
ing the Natives to acquire information-to creating a desire for education­
to making it the fashion with them to learn; if we would do our utmost to 
let in light upon them, by gi,·ing them access to general knowledge, to 
break the ice, in short, and that over as extensive a field as possible, we 
should soon he astoni~he<l at the progress made in dispelling the darkness 
in which their intellects are at present lost. Then would arise abhorrence 
of their own tenets, and a craving fo1· a religion more adapted to their 
rivilization; then would they have capability to imbibe, and the discernment 
to appreciate, the doctrines of Christianity. 

" I have ~een a good deal of the natives, have been in the habit of con­
versing much with them, and with many hundreds have I communed on 
these suhjerts. ,v1iat is the conscquenre? that I never look upon a pro­
mising- likely lad, without feeling a regret that education in general among 
them, perhaps that of the indivi<lual himself, and of his family in the pre­
ceding generation, has been 1·etar<led for a time, may be to the end of all 
time, solely through the indiscreet zeal of some of our countrymen. I con­
sider that the education and moral a1h•ancement of the natives in the Ajmere 
province, where l was formerly stationed, have been retar<led half a century 
at least, by our sch1,ioling there,-hy a wrong and false course of tuition, 
Government maintained schools there for several years at a considerable 
expence. Lady Hastings was the mover, and • * * the instru. 
ment, and what a sad business they made of it. I have given the 
result above. 

" In short, I have witnessed such disastrous effects, disastrous as respects 
the advancement of the natives, and the diffusion of the Christian religion, 
ascribahle to the erroneous system hitherto pursued,serving only to estrange 
the natives from us, to render them averse from acquiring knowledge at our 
hands, that I will never be a party to a system which I deem worse than 
useless, positively mischievous; that is a system which commences by alarm­
ing their prejudices, and estranging them from us, instead of winning them 
to us-a system which seems to proceed on the supposition that they have 
no religious prejudices, at least none that may not be removed by placing 

X X • 
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in their hnnds a portion of scriptural writings, of which theh· tninds have 
not ,·et heen led to form the remotest conception; whereas their prejudices 
are ~f sa\'.ll{es, of a people not civilized, at the snme time deeply religious, 
that is, prejudices the most inveterate. 

" Everv one wants to sow the !!Ood seed, no one thinks of cultivating the 
J!"rOuncl, (Upper lnrlia I am thinkin,r of.) It is ostentatiou, very frequently, 
that leads people to aim at the rnin eclat of the former, while the solid 
advantages of the latter are cli,regarrlerl. \\'hat would this process be 
termed, if applied to our fielrls? It is very odcl you cannot take the same 
pains, anrl in the same course, with the uncultivated waste of mind around 
you. I once was present at a mer~in~ heh! in F.11g·land. hy those interested 
in the conversion of thr Jew:;. The account,; were calle1l for, and it was 
Jlroved that .£30,000 had been expended in a certain term, during which 
three ,Jews only had been converter!, and their sincerity called in question. 
To how vast a· number this ~um, if well applier!, would have afforded th1t 
best education, ancl of this number, no matter to what faith or community 
they origirrnlly belonged, how large a prnportion would, by means of the 
proper use thus acquired of their reason, ha Ye become exemplary Christians! 
The cause of this failn e was the samr as before stated, no consideration, 
no rationality, no discrimination; the same means, the same appliances, lra<l 
recourse to, whether the mind is previously cultivated or no. You aJJply 
your,elf to the dregs of the people, because the experience of an enoneous 
system points to them as affortling the only means of success. Perhiq,s fo1· 
eYery single scamp so converted, as it is termecl, you alienate the confidence 
and good-will of a thousand respectable families. Thei1· influence becomes 
opposer! to yon, because of the di,re)lute thrown on the cause, hy their 
seeing its furtherance assisted by, or directed to, those among them, who 
are, in some cases hy custom, in others by public opinion, held in abhor­
rence by the people at larire. But once gain credit for the good cause, by 
attracting to it inflnential natives, and how different would the effect be 
from what we now behold! But how attract respectable and influential 
natives? "'hy, by rendering them, in the first place, by education capa.. 
ble of judging, reflecting, anrl comparing. And how induce them to become 
educated? By making it the fashion, or better still, their interest to be 
informed. And how create such a desire? By means of that extraordina.. 
ry inflttence we all possess, more or less, over the natives we are brought in 
contact with, and which perhaps is never altogether powerless, until you 
excite apprehensions that you have a design against their religion. It is 
my firm belief, perhaps wrong, that were it possible to interdict effectually 
every attempt ,luring the present century to clisturb the religious notions 
of the nati\'es, and to oblige meanwhile every European, in his sphere, and 
to the best of his means and opportunities, to aid, with his best energies, in 
the grand work of cultivating their minds, that we should have SO millions 
of Christian subject6, reasonable beings withal, in the course of the next. 
At all events, it must be quite clear to every one who has mixed much with 
the natives, and obsened any thing of their character and feelinl{~, that 
Christianity will not really have progressed among them in 50 millions of 
years, if more rational measures than hitherto, be not adopted for its pro­
motion. It is most lamentable to see zeal in a good cause so misdirected, 
charities so misapplied, and common sense so penerterl. You thus see, 
that I should deem the location here, at pre~ent, of an active :\fissionary, 
very detrimental to our influence, and in particular, fatal to the cause for 
which he would labor." 

" \Vith what exultation did I read the offer of sending us a Missionary 
teacher with a press, books, maps and philosophical apparatus! what a \'ast 
deal of good might a teacher so accomplished effect ! But on re.considera­
tion, I cannot help thinking it proper to decline the offer. It would not be 
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just or proper, even if it wPre politic and without danger, that funds oontri. 
h,1te,I hy the Him!/, and l\lussuhnan princC's of l\f ·• • shoulfi he ex11enrled 
in paying R C'hristian teacher. whom his IH'ofessional oath hinds to expose 
all foist' reli~ion~, nnd hrinl,\· them to a know] .. ,lgc of the true one. The 
emplorment of a teacher of this chararter, and cornmi,~ioued directly by 
me, woul,1 he an open infrinirt•ment of that tolC'ration whid1 ire ha,·e pro. 
111i,..•1l to all sect;; and •·lasses of our suhjects and allies. Thus patronized 
hy 111P, pt•ople woultl feel that they h:ul no option hut to attend on him. 

" l'ray l1•t me recal your rt'collection to a ,·en· t'XcellPnt minute of Sir 
Thomas' '.\funro's, gi\'eri in pag-e :l7 rt .,rq. of 2,itl ml. of :Ur. Glt•ig's life 
of that statesman, relatin~ to th1• de!{ree of interft>rPnce to he Pxercisetl hy 
ollkial persons in promoting tht> cause of true religion. Trierl hr his rule, 
the interest I shew in the simple cause of scientific e,lucation is scarcely 
excusable, as what I teach upsets all that is taught in their Purans as 
a p,irt of religion. I rnlce,1, I ne\'el' venture,l upon any of the attacks and 
t-xposul'e~ which I ha"e lately donl', till I had rea,I the Siddlrnnts. I now 
fight not for our system, hut fol' that of their own Bhaskar A'ch:1rya. 

"I shoultl be :ny~elf precluded from patronizing such a tPache1·, if he WAIi 

present, and thus clepl'ived (that howe1·er is a trifling matter) of one greal 
satisfaction, l'iz. the superintendence of my many young~choial's. His religi­
ous character would drive awav from the schools the sons and connexions of 
those chief~, and respectable ·Brahmans whom I ha,·e, or expect to have, 
under my tuition, as soon as the College is set at work. 
"'"'" and -a•>-, both warm friends of education, and well acquainted with the 

people here, are of opinion that the employment of a Missionary for our 
schools would defPat what is equally the object of all friends of India, the 
enlightenment of the people. They think the system now pursued the best: 
it is nn<lergone without 1p1estion or suspicion at present. Every one is 
ready and even eager to get the knowledge we impart." 

"I hope that this may pro1·e to be but a beginning of the good work, and 
that we shall see presently, nt least, the ri~ing generation of R * "' 
studying English, and making rapid progress, not only in the language, 
hut in acquiring a knowledge of our literature and of the arts and sciences, 
in which they ai·e so deplorably deficient. I feel convinced that this is the 
only mode of 1·emoviog the clouds of ignorance and superstition by which 
they are at present enshrouded ; but this must be a work of time and much 
labor, and I 4uery if even inyom· time it can be expected to be accomplish. 
ed, certainly not in mine, though I do not despair even of witnessing glori. 
ous results, if the system of introducing English is steadily and gradually 
pursued. It must not, however, be forced into ou,- correspondence, or indeed 
in any way upon the natives. It must proceed like a deep, hut strong 
under current, until it reaches the point for developing itself, when I have 
no doubt it will burst· forth and carry all before it: but when this may hap. 
pen, depends (like all other great events) much upon cil·cumstances." 

[The foregoing extracts have been severally drawn from the communications of 
gentlemen resident in different and even distant parts of India. They according­
ly exhihit three distinct independent testimonies; and may fairly be regarded as 
expressive of the opinions of that class of which their authors are no unworthy 
rq,resentatives,-that class of philanthropists that honestly labour in promoting 
the cause of education, but "education without religion." 

Ha,·ing thus given currency to the opinions of those who are averse to the associ­
ation of religion with literature and science, in conducting nath-e education, we 
shall endeavour in our next to give equal currency to statements and opinions 
on the other side. Our readers, whose views coalesce with those now propagated, 
will of course pause till they ascertain what is to be alleged in opposition to 
them.-Eo.] 

X X 2 



34-6 Letters of Nawwab [No. VII. 

VIL-Letters of Nawwab lqbal-ud Daulah Bahadur, to the 
President of the United States, and the King of the French. 

Nawwab Iqbal-ud Daulah, a Prince of the Blood Uoyal of 
Audh, having lately visited Calcutta, published a work, entitled, 
" lqbal-i-Farung, or Hritish Prosperity : being a short descrip­
tion of the manners, customs, arts, and science of the enlightened 
British." 

This work has been rather roughly handled in most of the Cal­
cutta journals, and, as we think, somewhat undese1·vedly. lfit had 
been written in sober seriousness by an Englishman, it could not 
have been more severely commented on. In that case it would 
have been judged agreeably to the standard of English taste and of 
Enalish feeliug : and being found outrageously to transgress both, 
it m

0

ust have been subjected to the castigation of unsparing criticism. 
But the book has not been written by an Englishman, but an 
Indian Prince, born and brought up in the Mohammedan faith, 
and initiated into all the extravagances and conceits of Maham­
madan literature. By what standard then ought his book to have 
been judged ? Undoubtedly, by the standard of Oriental taste and 
Oriental feeling. And is not the style that is suited to such taste 
and feeling notoriously inflated and hyperbolical? Judged, there­
fore, accorning to the Oriental standard, the Nawwab's book, 
instead of being condemned as a mass of intolei-able bombast, 
might be extolled as a piece of elegant composition. 

Besides, the work was designed chiefly for M ussulmans ; and 
if it had been written in _any other than the_ genuine Persian style, 
'it would have been despised as mean, or reJected as worthless. It 
·would have provoked to arms all the pride and prejudice of Per­
sian lore, and sunk irretrievably the author's reputation among 
his own countrymen, 

By this effort the author h3:s ahundan!ly desplay_e~ his mastery 
over the canons and the beauties of Persian eompos1t10n : and his 
credit will thereby be established, and his merits enhanced in the 
estimation of the Persian literati. So that, if in future, the 
Nawwab should acquire a British taste, and become imbued with 
British fe~ling~ he might with grea~er prospect of success attempt 
a reformation m the taste and feeling of learned M ussulmans in 
the East. His attempts at reformation could not then be attribut­
ed to the innovating spirit of one, who, ignorant himself of what 
are reckone~ the b~auties of eastern style, sought only in change 
a cloak for his own ignorance. • 

If therefore the Calcutta Journalists, instead of denouncino- the 
Nawwab's performance, had commended him for having sg far 
shaken off the yoke of Oriental indolence ar:i~ luxurious effeminacy 
as to have encountered the labour of wr1tmg and publishino- an 
'original wo1·k : if they had lauded the praise-worthy moti:'e of 
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communicating to his ignorant, narrow-minded countrymen the be­
ndits of his more enlarged experience as a traveller, and an observer 
of men and manners-of the contrivances of art and the triumphs of 
science: if, withal, they had in the spirit of honest kindliness that 
reflects lustre on the British character, attracted the author's at­
tention to the utter depravation of Persian taste and feeling, of 
which the present volume is a notable monument: and if they 
had recommended to his serious notice the higher and nobler 
i;tandard of European taste and feeling, as exemplilied in the wide 
range of English literature and science :-if they had done all 
this, we are persuaded that their adYice would have been gladly 
welcomed, and that a mighty impulse would have been given to 
the inquiries, and a more healthful direction to the studies ot' Iqbal­
ucl Daulah, cousin-german to His Majesty the King of Audh. 

As it is, we have reason to know that the Nawwab has borne 
the censures of the press with commendable patience and good 
nature, and that there is nothing which he is more anxious to ob­
tain than a knowledge of the English language. VV e wish him 
all success in the pursuit of so noble a study : and hope that long 
ere his promised work, which is to be "particularly elaborate, and 
elaborately particular," shall appear, his knowledge will be vastly 
increased, and his taste vastly elevated, so as to enable him to con­
vert the severity of ill-timed censure into the mildness of deserved 
eulogy. 

The Nawwab is a man not easily offended. Notwithstanding 
his rough reception by a portion of the English press, to the 
British he appears to bear a hearty good-will; and not to them only, 
but to all their friends and allies. In a spirit of communicative­
ness, and with a desire to promote an i!'terchange of friendly sen­
timent, very unusual for a Mussulman Prince, he has circulated 
copies of his work very widely in India, and forwarded others to dis­
tant lands. These, when sent to personages of high rank and influ­
ence, are generally accompanied with notes formally signed by the 
author. Of these notes we have seen a few, and as documents at 
once curious and interesting, considering the source whence they 
originate, we present the two following as specimens. 

To the Honorable Andrew Jackso", President of the United States. 
HoNORABLE Sia, 

As I ha,·e been given to understand that the Americans are a branch of 
the national family of Great Britain, I thought it probable that the perusal 
of a book describing the good qualities of the parent stock would afford 
gratification to them. I therefore have the pleasure to send you a copy of 
it, and by your accepting it, you will confer an essential favor on, 

Calcutta, June, 1834<. 
Your very obedient servant, &c. &c. 

To His Most Excellent Majesty Louis Phillipe, King of the French. 
SIRE, 

I have the happiness of being a subject of the king of England, and am 
much attached to the English nation, between whom and the French peo­
ple a happy union of sentiment exists. It pleased the AlIJJighty to direct 
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Eng·li~h capital nn1l skill to Hindustan, which has since considerably im­
provPd in it,; moral, iulellct·l11al, and )'oliti,·al t·onditiun. Jn admiration of 
the JH'<'scnt prospHous t·omlitio11 of my native couutry, I have composed a 
little work, dPsn-ihiug the wonclrrful cnntrirnnces of the English nation, 
tht>ir skill in manufactures, thei1· impartial arlministration of justice, &c; 
and have distrihutcd copies of it all ovrr I111lia. Allow me tu solicit your 
Majesty's most gracions acceptance of the ~ccompanying copy of the work 
in 1p1estiun, <'ntitled l11bal-c-Faruug. l.lunng my boyhuo1l, I usctl tu hear 
of the calamitous <lisa1?,Teemc11t which cxistlld between the Eng-lish and tne 
French. ,vhat a 1,l('sscd 1"hange haH takrn place since your Majesty's as_ 
l'ent to the throne ! i\lay GOil firmly cement and prese1·ve for many ages 
the happy union that now sul,sist,; hetwren the two nations-a union on 
which depends the happiness and prospel'ity of a world ! 

I have the hono1· to be, &c. &c. 
Calcutta, June, 1831. 

VIII.-A s!tol'l Add1'ess to the Fi-iends of Education in India. 
Though the following address has now been for some time 

before the public, the objects which it emhraces are of such vital 
importance as regards the great cause of native improvement, that 
we cannot hesitate a moment to reprint and insert it in the Obser..-er. 
It is a document that deserves to he preserved. It forms an era in 
the progress of education in this land. It is the first public mani­
festo that has appeared, which may have the effect of breaking down 
the e,r:clusive and injurious ~ystem hitherto pursued in reference to 
all kinds of works for the instruction of youth. Instead of the 
na1·1·ow, pa1·tial and illiberal plan of studiously rejecting every 
thing that savours of religion, it is now proposed to establish 
a plan, comprehensive, Catholic, and liberal-a plan by which all 
sorts of books in every department of useful knowledge, religious, 
Jiterary, and scientific, may be supplied to seminaries of education. 

,v e sincerely hope that all the real friends of India will speedily 
rally round those who have undertaken the arduous responsibility 
of carrying into effect a plan, in all respects so truly worthy of the 
encouragement and support of a liberal and enlightened public. 

The Addi·esa. 
On the times in which we live seem to hang in a peculiar degree the 

future destinies of India. So prolific of amelioration to its people have the 
last few years been, that we have now all but arrived at the verge of a 

.momentous crisis as re~ar,ls theit· moral and intellectual emancipation, 
The claims of the million,; that surround us have been set forth, and their 
wants pourtraye1l in such lively colours, that most of the benevolent and 
patl'iotic throughout the land have been aroused to a sense of the propriety 
of uniting in one wide and simultaneous action. And as amongst the mean1 
that are tu originate, fo1·ward, and consummate those happy changes after 
which the pliilanthrupist ~ighs, a. sound and liberal education holds a pre­
eminent place ; the public mind has of late heen directed to this all­
important subject, with an impulsi,·e energy that challenges the highest 
admiration. 

But throughout provincial stations the pnidical accomplishment of the 
ohject so devoutly tu be wished, is at present found to be encompassed with 
difficulties. Men there ai·e now ernrywhere, high-rnirnled men, who are ge­
nerously disposed to make a consideraulc sacrifice of time and trouble towards 
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the ach·ancem1>nt of the hestintt>restsofthcirfrllmv-creaturt'8. But, at fir~t. 
they are generally placed somewhat in thPcomlitionoftho~e,-,..ho, wishin!{to 
exdumu:e a mud cottage for a ~pacious and nohlc cdifke, find that thon~h they 
ha,·e skill to rontri\'e and power to exeeute, they h;1ve no matel'ial~ to work 
u11011,-no hril'ks, no stonrs, no wood, no mortar. It is proposed to establish a 
seminary of instruction; fu11ds are collectl:•d, and plans may he arrirni;-ed; 
but whert' are the matt>rial~ with which to commence operation? \\'he1·e are 
the al11hahetic tables, the primers, the l!,'r:tmmars, the dictionaries, the geo­
graphies, the map,? These are not in readiness: the names of the most 
approved ones may not he ascertained ; and even if they were, it may not 
be known where they are to he had, and to whom application ought to he 
made. And thus, from the want of a seasonable supply of educational ma­
terials, the most ardent zeal may be ready to languish, and the best laid 
schemes of benevolence apt to be frustrated. 

In such a di,tressing predicame11t, tl,ose who ha\'efriends,or acquaintances 
at Calcutta, which from its manifold advantage., as the metropolis of Hin­
dustan, must be regarded as the central source of action and infom1atio11, 
naturnlly look to them for the necessary ai1l t, renrle1· their own !amiable 
effort, for the instruction of the young, intelligent, and effecti,·e. Already 
have numerous applications for books, maps, an,l all the varied auxiliary ap. 
paratus fo1· conducting a school, reached us. And the numher hegins to in­
crease to such an extent, that, in the eontinuance of this course of proceed­
ing, we can only foresee such an absorption of our time as would materially 
interfere with the due performance of our peculia1· duties. It has aloo forci­
bly occurred to us, that the sarne motives which induce our friends to have 
recourse to om· assistance, must influence every one else who happens to be 
similarly dis11osed and similarly situated. A certain portion of the Europe­
an community write to us because tl1ey are our.friend,~; butare there not hun­
dreds of others, residing at dista11t mofussil stations, who are equally isola­
ted from the ,·arious means of educational improvement which the present 
age so largely affords ? Supplies of new elementary hooks on impl'Oved 
plans are so frequently arriving from England and America, ar.d the number 
of useful Irulian publications is beginning to increase so rapidly, that even 
in Calcutta, constant and unremitting attention is necessary to keep pace 
with the progress of improvement. If then, the persons who have the 
direction of the instruction of the young are not perpetually alive to what 
is going on, they will sometimes find to their dismay that they have been 
pl'Oceeding for months with less perfect processes, or less suitable books, 
aml have thus been u·rtsting their own time and that of the youth entmstecl 
to their charge ; whereas if they had taken care to keep up to the existing 
state of improvement in the varied means of education, all this might have 
been avoided. And if such is the case in Calcutta, what must it be in the 
provinces? Cut off from the society of every person who follows edu·cation 
as a profession, and <l'eprived of all access to the depositories of elementary 
books, benevolent person,; in the mLJfussil must be, a~ already stated, in a 
most helpless condition. And we conceive it to be peculiarly the duty of 
those who are influence,1 by ~imilar views in Calcutta, to assist them with 
their experit•11ce, to impart intelligence and system to their labours, and in 
short, to place at their dbposal, for the support of theirdisinterested efforts, 
all that enlarged ac1piainta11cc with the meau,; of improvement which a re. 
i,;idence at the capital tiannot foil to impart. If these views were more ge.. 
nerally followed up hy tl,e residents of Calcutta, that city, irL,tead of being, 
a'i she has heen re1,ort1•1I to be, the divergent .fo1,11s of Sanskrit, Arabic. and 
Persian barbarism, would soon become a radiating centre, whence, to a de­
gree infinitely g-reater than has yet been realized, light and life and intel-· 
ligence might emanate to the remotest of the subonlinate pro1·inces. 

For these and similar reasons, it is proposed topulilish on the 1st of every 
month, a ,elected li~t of such books, maps, and other means and appliances of 
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Nlnration, as we can ronfidently recommend for general introduction into 
school, anrl school libraries. In making the selectio11, we shall endeavour to 
he g·,ii,kd by the principle of universal utility. As regards the suhject­
rnatter of the books, there will he no e.t"clusive system. \V 01·ks in every 
<lPpartment of kno"·ledge, whether religious, literary, or scientific, that are 
n11/!_11 '1"001I, u*ful, aml arlapted to the circumstances of lndian youth, will 
he freely a,lmittl•d, :uul nothing will be summarily rejected except what is 
IH1rl, or. in otht'r wr.-rds, what is of a corrupting tendency in morals, or of an 
erroneous tendencv in science. It must not, however, be understood that 
we pledge our.:cl~.-s to admit all the works on any particul:u- subject that 
mar fall under the general denomination of " good." No such thing. 
It is in refer.-nce to the nu·ions de1mrtments of knowledge that universality 
mar he predicated of onr design: as regards the various works that treat 
of any one branch separately, it is based essentially on the principle of 
.,election. Amongst many hooks on the same subject, all of which in a 
certain sense may he pronounced " good," our object will he to select such 
as on the whole appear in our judgment to he best adapted to the purposes 
of a souml aml enlightened education. Thus, on the subject of geography, 
one might name a dozen books, which possess redeeming qualities enough 
to entitle them to the general appellation of" good:" hut, instead of 
recommemling the dozen, our plan would be to select and name as many of 
the be,t, one, t,rn, 01· three, as would he amply sufficient for a comprehen­
sive course of study : arnl so with every other depr1rtment of useful know. 
ledge. The list will also point out the prices of the books, maps, &c. and 
the places where they are to be procured ; and it will be of importance to 
remember, that it will never contain any thing which is not actually procu. 
rnble at the time. It will of course rnry with the supplies of books, aod 
the arrival of a ship from England or America may enable us to present a 
flourishing list on the 1st of onCJ month, which hy the 1st of the next month, 
owing to the rapid sale which such books now meet with, may dwindle 
down to our ordinary Indian stock. At the same time, it is proper to state, 
that when once a book is ascertained, from a rapid and extensive sale, to 
be popular and useful, our determination is to ensure a full and regular 
supply in future, either hy commissioning the work direct from England or 
America, or by ordering it to he reprinted at ooe or other of the Indian 
presses. ;\laps, glohes, aml e.-ery kind of instrument which is subservient 
to sound education will find a place in our list, when they are to he obtain­
ed at prices sufficiently moderate to admit of ou1· recommending them to 
the public. 

Our oliject heing thus ,listinctly explained, we trnst that no one will be 
uncandid enough to misconstrue 0111· mutives. We cast no reflections on 
the labours of any man, 01· body of men, so far as these are productive of 
real benefit to this benighted land. A new state of things having arisen, 
p1·omising a rich aml 11,"loriuus h'lr1•e:;;t, while the number of labourers con. 
tinue~ almost beyond the rea~h of calcnlation disp1·oportionate, it has 
appeared to u~ desirahle, if not nacessary, to resort to new ancl more 
etfectiv~ measures for cherishing, directing and propelling the educationary 
spirit that has been s,, generallr awakened. One of these measures we have 
now descriheil; and we hope, with God's blessing, conscientiously to carry 
it into effect, until others, mo1·e competent to the task than we profess 
ourselves to be, enter the field, and by their supe1·ior exertions wholly 
absorb ours. 

On the 1st of July next the first catalogue of books, &c. will appear in 
the public journals of this presidency. 

Calcutta, 9th June, 183t.. 

ALEXANDER DUFF, 

c. E. TREVELY AN, 

w. H. PEARCE, 
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This short address, which doubtlessly will be hailed with 
unmingled joy by the residents at al_I count~y stations. has b~en not 
unfavourably rcceivecl hy the more 111tlu('nt1al part of the Calcutta. 
Press. The Hurkaru frankly admitted "the zeal and perfe~t 
purity of intention" that act~ated those _who sign?d it. The India 
Gazette folt disposed to await the practical workmg of the scheme. 
The E1wlishman defended its authors from the insinuations of the 
ill-natur~d and jealous. The Courier alone thought proper to throw 
aside his wonted decorum, and for once revel in tl1e full indulgence 
of perfect freedom from the restraints of courtesy, good-feeling, 
and good-sense. Such an ebullition from such a quarter was as 
unexpected as it appeared to every one unaccountable. Indeed, 
so contrary to the gmtlemanly feeling and moderate spirit that 
usually preside at the helm of the Courier did this effusion appear, 
that the public were ready, with one unanimous shout, to cry out, 
"This cannot be from the pen of the Editor." Surely, thought 
every one, something must have befallen the Editor, and in his 
absence, some stray fiery spirit must have crept in and poured 
forth its ire into the editorial columns. 

Be this as it may, we rejoice to think that out of evil has been 
produced good. The Courier's remarks are as follows: 

"Our readers ,vill be surprised as ,ve are with an announcement under 
the joint names of A. Dnlf, C. E. Trevelyan, and ,v. H. Pearce, which 
appear~ in another part of this pap<>r. Tho11gh we have often had occasion 
to a,lmire the eccentric fli;rhts of the Acting Political S.!cretary, we were by 
no rnl'ans preparecl to see him engag-e in such a business, or in such a part. 
nership. How he i, to find lei~ure from official duty to perform-eYen in 
the most snper!'.cial manner-the important and rnluminous functions he is 
now as,uming-, is more than we ran comprehend ? In all likelihood, how. 
eyer, thpy will be as ~hort-lived as his ,11irror of Indian P11rliamenl. The 
public will look with tli:;favor, and even with distrust at a self.installed Com. 
mittee of Public Instruction, that arrogantly assum!'s to direct the public taste 
and regulate the public morals-to stamp one work with the mark of error, 
and another with the brand of immornlityaccordiug to the measure of its own 
infallible juclirment, and to re-establish, upon its own private authority, the 
1mtiq11:ited office oflicenser, that has been so wisely discarded. If those en. 
tru~t('(I with the hu,iness of elementary education in the mofussil be as igno. 
rant :is this tl"iumvirate of the spelling-hook would have us believe, it is high 
time they take to some other trade: and as to the educated classes, they 
will no doubt he presumptuous enough to read and judg·e for themselves; 
or, if adverti.,ements he wanting, we beg to recommend our own columns, 
though not e,n·lasii•ely, and e1·en to solicit the cmtom of the new firm in 
tha~ line fo~ all ,!lie ucw editions with which the public is to be supplied 
by its exertions. 

The Englishman stepped forward, and defended the gentlemen 
who signed the address in these handsome terms: 

"The Co111·ier sneers at l\h-. Trevelyan's junction with the Reverends A. 
Duff and ,v. H. Pearce in the labou1· of general education, more particu. 
larly with reference to their recent declaration of an intention to publish 
occasional lists of such books as may appear to them best adapted to the 
purposes of general instruction. The Courier, profoundly versed itself in 
the business of education, thinks it presumptuous-arrogant-and so forth 
-in any men to take the trouble of separating the wheat from the chai 

y y 
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of elcm<'ntarv lit<'rature-ancl in the fnn• of its zeal for the interests of 
~O\'t'rlllllCllt twits the 'Arting Political Secrl'tary' with a want of the ne­
Cl'~Sary leisure for the imlulg-ence of such 'ec<·Pntric fliµ;hts.' On the lat­
t,·r point, it is not nl'crssary to say much. Sir John :Malcolm has well ob­
s1·nc1l, that those men who have hacl most official cluty to pt'rform are those 
who have rc111l1•rrd, in their lcisurl', the mo;;t e,s;:utial sl'ni(·e to Anglo. 
Indian li\l'raturc-nnd there are few persons who will be hold enoul-:'h to 
lleny that !"-ir Juhn was right. l\loreover, a government that can affo1·d to 
~ive ib II indu ,en·ants thirty-four holidays per annum, hesides the fifty. 
two of the Christian sahhath, 1·a11 well spare its Political,Secretary the time 
he may apply to so cxccllrnt a pmpo,e as the promotion of general education 
-a purposr, he it rrmernloere,l, in which the cause of good go\'ernment is so 
es,cutially inrnh·c,1. i\lr. T1·enlyan,thrrcfore, may indulge in his" flight,;" 
witho11t any srriP11s rompro111i,e ofhis duty to the authoritie, who employ him. 

" On the ' arrog-ant ass11mptio11' of the parties who prnmise to publish a 
catalogue of l,ooks, it m:iv be as wp\l to sav a word. l\Ir. Duff, one of the 
partie~, i~, it is well knm,·n, a minister of great talents and extensive read­
inp;, anti has been the mostsucce,sful school-master that ever c.tme to India. 
l\lr. Pearre, who is the Superintendent of the Baptist :Mission Press, iii 
likewise Snpcrintenclent of the diJkrcnt i\lission Schools forth!' natives .. , and 
mav "·ell ..J,.im a right to rletermint•, from the sucrrssfol results of his own 
1m{cticl', the probable results of similar practice with similar instruments in 
the mofussil. Mr. Tre\'elyan is an accomplished gentleman, of whose read. 
ing aml µ_-l'lleral abilities the rolunms of the Courin· itself furnished ~uffici­
ent eYit!enee last year, to remler any particular mention of him 111111ecessary, 
Thrse ge11tirm1•11, thus gifted, ha"e come to the conclusion, tl1at the Euro. 
peans in the interior, wl,o ha,·e not bestowerl much attention upon the art of 
education, are very probablyunarq11aintecl with those particular works, usPful 
onl!t iu sdwol-<, whieh ha\'e been founrl by experienced tearhers to he the most 
effectin in imparting instrnction to youth; and to guard such Europeans 
against the perplexity attending the determination of a choice amic\,;t the 
multitude of catalogue~, they come forn·ard ~, ith a promise to exhibit each 
month the fruits of thei1· particular i11quiry. Insufferable presumption! 
Odious arrogance! Really the ci,·ilian~, chaplains, &c. in the interior 
ought to he monstrously outrageous to find that they are held ignorant of 
the relatirn and comparnti\'e merits of :lfavor and Vyse, Guy and Gold~mith. 

The Courier's reply : 
" On reading an article in the Enyfoliman of thi, morning, we asked 

our~elns " whence this arclcnt knight-erra11try of 0111· brother in defence 
of talents that ha,·e lll'H'r hcen impugned? \Vhv ,hoult! our contemporary 
think it incumbent upou him to rc111i11,I us that' Mr. Trevelyan is an accom .. 
11li,;hetl gentleman, of who,:c n•a,ling all(] general abilities the columns of 
the ('ot1ric1· itself furnished sufficient evidence last year;' that 'Mr. Duff 
is rt minHer of great talents a11d extensi\'e reading, 'and has heen the most 
~uc.-e,sful ~chool.ma~trr that eYer came to India;' that '!\fr. Pearce is 
Si.~erintPmlent of the different i\Iis,iun Schools for the Nati,·es, as well 
'<IS Snprrintenrlent of the Baptist ;\lission Press?' \Ve attacked not per. 
sons, hut princ:ples; we did not 1p1estion the individual merits of the trio, 
but the purposes of the !tol_11 alliance they proclaimed. The respective 
talents and arncations of the tl,ree ~-entlemen are as well known in ,ociety 
asthrirnames. But it is also well known to every hody, that Mr. Tre,·elyan-is 
now a Member of a Go,·ernmcnt Committee, established for the ,·err pur. 
Jl0$e of vromoting Natil'e Education, and provided with funds for the pur. 

• Thi_s st:tlC'mi>nl is not liti?r:illy correct-the- nrg-umenr howen•:r i~ lert untouc~<>d by the enor. 
Mr. 1•. 1::. now loo much CU_:-'::gul 111 uthcr duti..-s w act as supnmtu,d('JH of Native Schools. tie 
f.l•n-~ ho~Yl, C'~ fr,r :-t,·crnl p·ars a Sc·, retary of the ("allutta Sd100I ~onet_y, which had at that time 
!):.! !\'ati,•t· SduH•l:; umltr its pat1011agc-and mu~t llun·fore hriniz "1\h him some considerable 
eharc ul lrnuwlulgc antl tXJlUH:nce, lo qualify him fo1 the t1ust he has nuw uudcrtak.en.-Ep. 
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chase or printing or such hooks as may be dc>emeil usc>ful to t11e ohject; nnd 
it was a ,·ery natural infrrenc,•, that so walous a l\le111hPr of that Committee 
would have employed all his 1•11er1,ies iu conrc>rt with hi,; associates, whl're 
they were likt•ly to he most PXtPnsively 11s1•ful; instPml of formin/.( a new 
privatP, and, under the cir<'umsta11cl'~, suspicious lookinµ- nllianct', to dil·ect 
the c1•11rse of instrnct.ion thruui:-hout India, al"t'onli11g tu l,is and their par­
tirnlm· notions of the houks 1110,t propl't" for schools. If :\lr. Duff anti .Mr, 
Peni·ce wen.> Reparately or jointly tu put forth their lists of sehool hooks, 
there would he 11othi11/.( arro1.rant in it. People woulcl look at llJI' tl,ing-­
enm those who might not apJHu,·e the selel'tion made-with the same kind 
of resp1•ct as they rqp1nl the indil'i1lual exntious of a zealous J\li,sionary ; 
and no cloubt very 111any persons would re111lily suhmit to the j11,lg-me11t of 
either of those gentlemen. B11t, when we see them associated with a public 
fu11ction:1ry, putting their names to a prodamation bearing the pompous 
title of an 'Address to the .Frirnds of E,lucation in India,' it is quite a 
different thing. An air of authority is here assumed, a ce11sorial dictator­
ship of school instruetion; and we at once perceil'e the undue influence 
likely to he prorluccd, and the clang-er of abuses of various kinds; and it is 
our duty to give the puhlic immediate warning- then•of. Can any one aroid 
coming to the same conclusion with ourseh-es, after attl'uti1·ely reiuling the 
following passage? The italic,; are in the orig·inal: 

" It is proposed to publish on the 1st of e1·ery month a selected list of 
such books, map~, and other means an<l appliances of education as we can 
conjirie11tly recommencl for general introduction into schools and school libra­
l'ies. In makinl!,' the .~clcclio11, we shall endeavour to Le guicle<I by the prin­
ci1>le of universal utility. As regards the subject-matter of the hooks, there 
will be no e:cclusfre system. ,v orks in every depa1·tmcut of kncmledge, whe­
ther religious, literary, or scientific, that are 1·eally good, useful, and adapted 
to the circum~tances of ludian youth, will be freely admitted, and nothing 
will he summarily rejected Pxccpt what is l,c,d, or in other wunl~, what is 
of a corrnpting tendency in morals, or of an erroneous tendency in science. 
It must not, howeHr, !Jc understood, that we pletlgc ourselvt!s to admit all 
the works on any particular suhject that may fall uncler the ii;eneral deno­
miuation of' good.' No such thing. It is in reference to the various de­
partments of knowledge that uuiversalil,IJ may Le predicated of our design; 
.as regm·ds the various works that treat of any one l,ranch separately, it is 
based essentially on the principle of s~lection. Amongst many books on the 
same suhject, all of which in a certain sense may he pronounced 'good,' 
our ohject will be to select such as, on the whole, appear in our judgment 
to be best adapted to the purposes of a sound and enlightened education.'' 

"The Enylisli111a11 has a funny way of getting ovc1· the oLjection of the 
Acting Secretary's official duties-

' A government .that can afford to give its Hindu servants thirty-foul' 
holidays per annum, besides the fifty-two of the Christian sabbath, can well 
spm·e its Political Secretary the time he may apply to so exc-ellent a purpose 
as the promotion of general education-a purpose, be it remembered, in 
which the cause of good government is so essentially inrnlved. Mr. Tre­
\·elyan, therefore, may indulge in his 'flights' without any serious com­
promise of his duty to the autho1·ities who employ him.' 

"Of course, if the Governor General shall consider Mr. Trevelyan the 
fittest man to promote and superintend the education of the Natives, he 
may appoint him 2\Iinister of l'nlilic Instrnction: but is it not customary 
for a puhlic officer to wait till he is gazetted, before he assumes the duties 
of the office to which he aspires?" 

In opposition to the opinion that the new scheme was uncalled 
for, a correspondent of the India Gazette, under the signature of 
" F Al& PLAY," demonstrated that no existing institution Wl,lS 
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354 .Aif<h·ess to the F1·iend.f [No. VII. 

calculated to meet the dcman'cls ofthe country-and that consc­
quPntly, there was a11absolutc necessity for some such remedial plan 
as that proposed in the" short Address." 

To thr Editor of the India Gazette. 
Sir,-ln your paper of this day's ,lat!', in noticing the a1Mress of l\f('ssrs. 

Duff, T1·en,lyan, and l't•arce, you inquire, " Is not the ohjl'ct whic11 tht•,e 
gentlemen h:n·e in l'iew i11cl11ded in those of the Committee of Public lu­
strnction and the School Book Socil'tr ?" A~ it is likeh· that manv others 
may conclude with you that this is the case, I hr;r to foinish you ;~ith the 
following fads, which, coming as they Jia,-c to my own knowle,lg:•, prove 
that it is not, ond that some effort rr$emhling that prnposf'1I hy the gentle­
men ahoYc name1I is ahsolutelv needed, in onler to gi,·e effect to the henC'­
Yolent Yiews of the friends ot' educ-at ion in the mofus,i I. Frnm such st~­
tions, the following mar be n•garded as a sperimen of orde1·s for &chool 
books, when sent from the con,luctor ofa Jll'gimer.tal School. 

l. -1-8 English ln,tructor, Nos. 1 and 2. 
2. 2 t Murray's Spelling Book. 
S. 2.i. Reade1·s, No. I. 
4. 12 Ditto, No. 2. 
o. 24 ,vatts's Hymns for ChiMren. 
G. 24- First and Second Catechism. 
7. 6 Epitome of Scripture History. 
8. 6 Goldsmith's History of England. 
9. 4, Outline of Ancient History. 

10. 6 Bibles. 
l I. 12 Testaments. 
12. 12 Indian Arithmetic. 
13. 24- Slates with Pencils. 
14-. A selection of reward hooks with pictures, from the Tract Society. 
15. A Geography, for beginners, containing much about India. 
16. Gi'und's Astronomy, with plates. -
Now, suppose this order were to be addressed to the Secretary of the 

Education Committee, his reply would be: " I regret to inform you that 
only two kinds of the hooks you have ordered have been published hy the 
Committee of Public Instruction, and that with these the Committee SU[l­

plies only its own schools. I beg leave, therefore, to return you!" order 
unexecuted." 

After some time, say five or six weeks, this reply reaches the distant sta­
tion from which it was despatched, and in the meanwhile the disappointed 
writer, having heard that the Sl'hool Book Society supplies many stations 
up the country, addresses a second lette1· to its Secretary, and receives the 
following reply: 

" The books marked Nos. 2, 3, .f., 8, an,l 12, are the publications of our 
Society, and I have great pleasure in sending the numbe1· of each you have 
ordered. The others being not in our catalogue, aml several being religi­
ous books, which it is not the object of this institution to supply, I regret I 
cannot forward." 

After another Jong interval from the time of dispatching the order, this 
discouraging answer is received. In hopes of further succes~ at last, he 
writes to a book-seller, ordering of him the publications nut yet supplied. 
The book-seller writes him in reply as follows: '' I have the pleasure of 
informing you that I ha,·e procured and shall dispatch by the first oppor­
tunity the Bibles, Testaments, and slates, marke1l respecti,·ely Nos. 10, 11 
and 13. I regret, howe,·er, to inform you, that afte1· some i11c111iry, we can­
not ascertain where the other works you ha,·e ordered are procurahle." 

After another six weeks' delay are his hopes thus disappointt!d, and 
though the books above mentioned, which b~ cannot procul'e, are peculiar-
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Jy suitnble to his purpose, none of them rontainin_g any sectarian _senti~ent~, 
J,ut all hcing- sut'h as enry Christian might w1~h tu use Jur lus ch1ldre11, 
he is at last obliged tu p;o without them, 01· in dt•~pair, to 1·cq11est you or 
~ome otht'r friend to s"e what he can do to pron1re thrm. .\lt•a11w111lo 
hi,; sd1ool lang11ishes; all his class1•~, who are comp<•tent to the task, having 
rt•a1l thro1wh the fow hooks he was alile to prol'ure at hi, seco:id a111I tlurd 
11ppli,·atio117 fol' other l'iasses they nrt' nnsuitahle; mul tin~ Hd10oli iustt>a<l 
of lll'i11g well di,;ciplim•d, eafh schol;11· ha,·ing a hook to read s,utahle to 
his .-aparity, is in a state of the most fearful ineflicieney and di.,;ord,·r .. 

TIU' fort is, that of the books mentioned, No. I must 1,e pl'ocurecl from 
l\lr. Duff, i\'os. 5 nnd 7, from the Church Mission l're,,;; !\o. 6, from tlu 
Bapti,t .Mission Press; No. 9, from Serampure; ;\:o, H, from l\lr. -~·huma9 
of Howrah, and !\u. 16, from an American agt•nt in Co~,itnlJ.,h. \\ 1th lli..i 
1,ooks lhl'mselves, as published at these ,·arious pla<"es, I know from my o·,111 
experience, the ('akutta book-sellers are unac,piaintc,1, a1.tl th,,t they 11,11.-~ 

therefore send a reply in its general features ~imilar to what 1 lmve aLU1 8 

written. 
I could furni~h you with numerous ca~Ps in "hid1 l'q11al defay and nx­

ation ha,·e been experienced in the supply of orders for bouks i_n the 1111-

tit•e lung,,agcs; but surely I have said euoui{h to 1H·o1·e t11 your,-ell a111l re,:of­
ers, that if 1\Iessrs. Du.If, Trevelyan, arid-Pearce will comhine in one l'ata­
logue the most suitahle books on each suhjt•et., to form a complt:te sy,tem of 
education, and will nppoint (as I understand from one of the~ i~ tilt>ir _ _in­
tention) an agent from whom all ~u .. h hooks, whether the pnbhcat1on~ ut , J.e 
Ed11ration Committee the Srhool Book Sucil•t1•, the Tract and Chr"ti,.a 
Book Societv, or of \'a;ious individuals who at different ti111es ha,·e puhli.-hed 
different wcn·ks for schools, may at dnce be 1n·oc111·1•d, tlwy w:ll Ly the im­
meuse saving of tinw, trouble, and expense, thus serured to the eu11ductu:·11 
of school; all o,·er India, confer on them a most impmtant benefit. 

I understan1l too that one great ohje,·t in l'it•w"with tl,e,-e gt>ntlemc-n ,~ 
the re1luction, where\'el' proper, in the price of sl'l1001-l,ooks. The only 
cause of the expense of books in India i~ the \'ery limite1I drniand, else 
book,; could be afforded l"heape1· in Cakutta than in London. J:,'or in-lance, 
l\Jurray's large Gramm:ir j,; sol<I in London fo1· 4s. or 4-1'. 6d. The neat editi­
on printe1l hy the School Buok Society is ch:irged ouly I R. 8 as. or 3s., and 
the latter sum pays cost price of paper and printing-, as well as allowance 
for depository charges. Now if a ~tradv demand fur any books can he pro­
cured, it will be the object of these genilemen to prernii on the proprietors 
to reduce the price accordingly, and thus the be.-t hooks on each subject 
will be available to a poor population like that of India, at a price in some 
degree suitable to their means. 

I no,v make an appeal through you, Sir, to the Editor of the Courier, 
whose illibernl remarks on the subject I see vou have extracted in your pa­
per of this elate, whether a scheme fraught w"ith such benefit,;, and attendecl 
with no expense to any but the parties themselves, is not deseniug of the 
commendations of every friend of education. If the Editor of the Courier, 
your,-elt; or any one el~e chooses to 1·ecommend any book whate,·er, may he 
not do it, I beg to ask, in an advertisement, paying for the same; and may 
nut these gentlemen, if they choose, introduce to the public any works they 
may think suitable on the same conditions? Their recommendation will carry 
weii:rht as far as the}'. are known and respected, and no further; and is this 
a cnme, that at their own expense they relieve the embarrassment, sa\'e 
the time and money, and aid the usefulness of their friends ancl the public? 
Let m_otives be cancliclly construed, and honournbly inteqireted hy even 
the Editor of the Courier, and I am persuaded that he, like yourself, will 
wish success to a plan SQ well intended, and as well adapted fo1· extensive 
usefulness. 
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Tru;:tinir tl1at he will do my friends the justice to transplant to his pages 
.this hurried defonce of their conduct, and that e\'en by it be will be cou­
\'inccd that he has in his comments been most illiberal, 

I remain, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 
Calcutta, 11th June, 183l. FAIR PLAY. 

Tf1e Editor of tlte India Gazette's Comment. 
"~lessrs. Duff, Trevelyan, and Pearce's Address to the Friends ofEduca. 

tion in ln<lia has exdte,I somethin~ like a controver.,y, in which the Couriel' 
Jias rnthei· rou~hly handlecl the De1111ty Secrl'tary, lem·in11: the other two 
unscathed. l\lr. Trcnlyan picturesquely stands between his two frien<ls, 
ii:ivine; and receil'ing mutual support, and seemine[ to my that he will not 
nil ow himself to he separated from them. "' e think he is quite right, and 
that the Cou,.ier is quite wrong in expectiug or requiring him, merely be. 
cause he is D,•puty Secretary, to abstain from any net which would be 
ju.-tifiable in any otht>r man. Surely the pos,pssion of office does not de­
stroy a man's i11rlivid11ality, or his oLli~itti,;n, in his personal capacity, to 
support or promoll! evC'l'y object which in his prirnte opinion is rnlculated 
to benefit society. If indeed it were made to appear that he employs his 
otlicial autho1·ity nncl i11fl11ence othl•rwi~e than officially for the promotion of 
hi, own party, private, or sectarian \'ii-ws, there would he just ca11se for repre­
hension; b11t 11othi11g of this kincl is alleged by the Co1wier. If for instance­
to ~uppose a case merely for the sake of illustrating n general statement­
the D<!puty Secretary, a\·ailing himself of the powers an<l facilities of office, 
were to frank the school hooks belonging· to the new partner;hip, or parc!'ls 
;uul pamphlets sent into the mofus,il, ad\'ocating his peculiar Yiews respect­
i11~ the suhstitution of the English for the vernacul.11· languages, and ~\Ir. 
].)uff's peculiar \'iews re~pecting the substitution of the Roman for the Ori­
ental characters, we should say that he would thus lny himself open to 
miimaclversion hy confounding the Deputy Secretary with the private gen­
tlPnwn, and employing the privil<'ges of the one to promote the views and 
opinions of the other. Neither this, nor any thing resembling this in 
principle has heen ndrnnced, and the attempt to make him the exclu. 
sive object of censure, if censure is de,ervecl. appears unjust. It is not the 
D1!p11ty S<!cr<:tary who has addressed the Friends of Education in India, but 
C. E. TreVl•lran, one and indivisible with :\lessrs. Duff and Pea1·ce, differ­
ing in nothing and agreeing in e1·e1·y thing· with them. 

"If cen~ure is desen-ed, it must be shared equally among the three, and a 
conespomh•nt in to-clay's paper makes out a very strong case to show that 
it was indispensably necessary to adopt some other means than have hither. 
to existed in onll'r to supply mofussil institutions with school-hooks. "Ve 
can atltl nothing to the force of his statements, except to profess our entire 
cc•m· iction of their correctness in as far as facts .ire concerned. \\'ith this 
admi,sion, however, it will still remain to be determined, whether the 
11ruper coun;e has been adopted to supply the wants of the mofussil. 
It is true that each of the three had it in his power to recommend 
\\hnt hook he pleased to those who might consult him, and that united 
they only do the same thing, what any one or any three others have the 
power of doing. But is the1·e not in this obtrusion of themselves 
on the pnhlic, ancl in this unsolicited assumption of a general power 
of recommendation, something presumptuous and self.sufficient? \Vith a 
sincere apprornl of the general object, we cannot a,·oid forming this 
opinion, which we should not hiwe been forwal'Cl to express but for the let­
ter of FAIR Puv. The combination must be regardecl either as an act of 
philanthropy or a matter of business. If the former, good sense and a very 
ordinary shiu·e of modesty woultl have taught them to seek the support and 
aid of the community by forming an associatio:i of the friends of education, 
drawn from various classes, und ewting Ullder the usual checks againstjobi 
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and partialitil'~, for a ymrpose which, it np11ears, no exi~ting pnblic institu. 
tion fnllr rn1•1•ts. If it should he reirarded :,s a matter of business-and the 
i11tt>111le,i app11i11tment of an n,11:ent from whom all the hooks are to he ob. 
tainl'<l woul<l ,.,•1•111 to imply this l'iew-then it is n!e1·ely the establishmentof 
a n1•w hook-s,•lii11~ co111·1•1·11, introrluced to the public tm,lt>rnnusual auspices, 
mu!" ith profrssio11s of 1.li~intt>reste<lness, whieh it would have been well to 
wit hholcl. l:t mm lwrum nuwis, nccipe; hut don't let us have the two so 
1·u111l,in1•,I that the one shall be inrli~ting-ui~liahle from the other, nnil that 
in :m1· tr:111saction with the agent of i\'lt'ssrs. Duff, Trevelpm, and Peare,•, 
the p1irl'hase1· or tho seller of books shall he required at one time to submit 
to the rules of business, ·md at another to yield an ad vantage in considera. 
tiun of the philanthropic objects of his employl'rs. 

"Wl111ten·r mny be thouii;ht of the judgment of these three gentlemen, we 
rheerfolly a,lmit the excellen.:e of their moti1·es and intentions; and as they 
ha1·e ta'ken no ste11 which may not be recalled, we wouhl recommend them 
tu r~H~~t on the false position which they at 111·ese11t occupy before the 
public. 

The Editor of tl1e Gazette, having thus admitted in the most 
unqualified terms, that the authors of the scheme were actuated by 
the pmest and most philanthropic motives, as also, that their's or 
some similnr plan was indi~pensably required, only expre3ses his 
doubts as to the propriety of the peculiar mode proposed for its ac­
complishment. .Acconling:ly, :mother correspondent, signing him­
self" JUSTICE," strpp~d forward, and at great length clearly proved 
that in the peculiar eircumstanccs of the case, the mode was not 
only unexceptionable, but the best that could be devised. 

To the Editor of tlie India Gazette. 
SJR,-The faimcss with wl1il'i1 you ha1·e treat eel the letter of FAIR PLAY 

,rith reg-anl to the adclrcss of i\le,-,;rs. Duff, Trerclyan{and Pearce, encour. 
ap·t>s me also, as a friend of tlie,e gentlemen, to address you. Besides 
ad,nuwled;dng the purity of their moti,·es, you admit, " that it was indis­
pen,al,ly necessary to adopt st>me ,,ther means than ha\·e hitherto existed 
in orrler tu supply mofussil iustitutions with school-hooks." It is ackno,v. 
le<lged therefore th:,t existing means were insufficient, and that-there was 
a call for new measures; the ol,ject, in short, for which l\Icssrs. Dulf, 
Tre1·elyan and Pearce came forward, is allowf'd to be a good and sufficient 
one, and their manner only is ohjet'ted to. The propriety or otherwise of 
the JHn·ticular course adopted by them to accomplish a dcsirahle object is 
therefore the question now at issue, and if sufficient reason can Le shown 
on th,·ir side, I fully expect that the same honorable candour which led 
yon to a<'quiesce in the public advantage of the end, will itlso draw from 
yuu a willing admi~sion of the propriety of the means. 

You ohserve, " Is there not in this obtrusion of themselves on the pub. 
lie, anti iu this unsolicited assumption of a l('en<'ral power of recommenda. 
tion, something pre,mmptuous and self-sufficient? \Vith a sincere apprornl 
£lf the general object, we cannot avoid forming this opinion," This is the 
charge, and the defence is as follows :-

First.-That act cannot be said to be done presumptuously which i8 
forced upon a person, and such has been literally the ca~e with respect to 
this act and these gentlemen. For various reasons they had severally ac.. 
quired a reputation for being friends to populm· education, and for not 
being above supplying, when requested to do so, the apparntus necessary 
for carrying it on, from works of the highest class down to spelling.books 
anrl grammars, which are the foundation of all; and the con~equence of 
this reputation has been, that for some time pafit they have been in th•t 
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hahit~ ofrPrPi,·in!? more ap11lications for assistance than it has been in their 
pow:J1· to ,·omply with, cansist,mtly with the due performance of their own 
pnt]'('r ,Iuti,•s. A~ these apnlicatious have of late increased, rathei· than 
tlirninishe,I. it he,·ame ahsolutely necessary to devise some a11propiate :11ea11s 
,,f answt'rin'-\· the demanrl, arul the expedient which naturally sui:rgested 
ibelf was a joint periodical letter in the public papers. N t•erl I point 011t 
the wasteoftime which will he avoided hy the adoption of this 11hm? Three 
gentlemen, who have other important duties to perform, will be save,! 
writing on an avt'l'age at least two letters a day each. Tht'ir correspond­
ents, who fonnerly applied to them per,mnally, will be saYed the time and 
trouble attending writing to makP inquiries, and e\'ery body else will gain 
the aih-antag-e of the fullest infor:n,tion on a snl,ject on w!lich it could 
before he furnished only in a very imperfect nrnnner to a few. Messrs. 
Duff, Trevelyan,and Pearce therefore have not courted p11hlicity, but yield­
c,l to necessity. The "assumption," so far from having been " unsolicited," 
I, .s been forced upon them; and you, i\lr. Editor, anrl every other impar­
tial person, will be ready to admit that they cannot he ,Jeemerl " self­
:-uffil'ient" in ha,·in~ taken up that position which was marke,l out for then1 
by the suffrages of a hrire proportiort of the friends of education, when they 
l'oul<l no longer avoid doing so, consistently with the regard \vJlich was due 
to their own peculia1· functions. Should you hesitate to admit thi,, I shall 
make my appeal to the Edito1· of the Courirr. He read the Deputy 
Secretary a le,·ture the other day on the pos.,ihility of these pursuit, inter­
fering with offi~ial dutic,, and the D.!pnty S~cretary ha, anticipated th::i 
call by joining in an arrangement, accor1lin::1" to which he will only have one 
public letter a month (a kind of educational price-current we may call it) 
to write on this suhject, instead of a far g1·eater numhe1· or private ones. 

Anothfr moti\'e is believed to have weighed with these gentlemen in 
('oming forward in the manner they have, without immediately seeking fo1· 
any support from without. The present is a peculiar juncture in the moral 
]1i.,tory of the countrr. The G~neral Committee of Public Instruction, ag 
it re:rard~ the education of the people, has fallen far behind thll march of 
eYent,. The nature of its proceedings in respect to the supply of hooks 
will he immediatPly apparent t" any body who takes the trouhle to look into 
their library, surnamed the Depository, adjoining to the Hindu College. 
It will there he seen that the shelves are groaning unrler the weight of 
hu,11lrerl, of poncll•rnus Sanskrit and Arabic quartos, while the only hooks 
suital,le for education which they h,we published in the English ;11111 Natirn 
}Hn!!11ages, are tho~e printed in connection with the School Buok SC1ciety, 
and thesP are pnt forward on the table in front of the entra1;ce, as though it 
were i11te11decl to presE>nt an unwilling tribute to public opinion. The de­
po,itory moreo,·er i, extremely limitecl in its ohjeet. It is ml'rely an insti­
t11tion for the supply of hooks to the colleges unrlerthe control of the Gene­
ral Com111ittee, an,! althou~h this rule has lately been relaxe<l, and a portion 
or their hoo!.s has heen a1ll'ertize1l in the puhlic papers, yet thi,; chan~e was 
onlv in favor of the Arabic and Sanskrit ones. The Committee has at la"'t 
begun to perceive the absurdity of keeping such a number of book, on their 
i:tcn·<',, for which there was no demand, and it has therefore l,een re,;olve<l to 
offl'r them for sale at reduced prices. So far, therefore, as the Gent>ral 
Committee ,-;11!1ply the public with hooks for education, its operation, are 
dL•Cilll'clly of a noxious terulency, since their Arabic a·1d San,k !·it hooks teach 
without a single exception, false religion, false morals, and false science. 

The School Book Society also has a fa1ut, though of an opposite characte1·, 
which equally incapacitates it from meeting the present demanrls of the 
country. Its operation~, as far as they go, are quite unohjedionahle, but 
they do not go far enough. All boolcs which contain any reference to re­
ligion, inclu,ling all those which are written on the principle of acknowledg. 
iug the truth of Christianity, are excluded from its catalogue, It is in short 
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only half a soriety. The great 1lemand in onr day is (or English books, and 
much the lai·gcst proportion of 0111· English literature, from the speller to 
thr most ohstrnse works on moral and political philosophy, contains 1·c111'at­
rd arlniissions of the di"ine authority of the Christian faith, all of whieh i!I 
then•fort' rlenit'rl a p);u·c in the School Book Roci .. ty's list. Nor let it be 
fo1 irottrn, that the most acth-P rlas;; of philanthrnpists in thl' country are the 
tnd)· tlernh•tl ('hristian~, to the full supply of whose wants tl,is Society, in 
its prl'•f'nt constitution, is ofco111·se inadt>q11ate. '.\fa)' we not hope that the 
Committee of '.\fanag<•ment of that institution will soon acknowledge that 
whatt'1·1•r may ha\'e heen the case formerly, this illih!'ral !'xdusi,·e sy,tem is 
<)Hitt, 11ns11itf'd to the present more arlvanced state of ecluc11tion in I nrlia? 

Sru·h was the state of affairs at Calcutta when the three gt>ntleml'n al,ove 
ml'ntione<l received the call to come forward and assist their fri,•rnls iu the 
interior. Then1 were two courses open for them to adopt, one of which was 
to call in the a!'<sistance of others, and the other to stand forwai·d in thci1· 
own persons only. If the first of these plans had been had recourse to, the 
result wou!tl apparently ha,·e been nearly a,; follow~. l\Iost of the gentle­
men who coulcl have been applied to by them are membe1·s of one or other 
of the existing in4itntions, and of these a 11:ood proportion are staunch ad­
Yocates of the Sanskrit and Arabic system of the General Committee on the 
one hand, or of the exclusi~·e system of the School Book Society in the 
other. To have asked any of these gentlemen to give in their adhesion to 
the new society would have been the same thing as ;isking them to declare 
the existing institutions inadequate tothe wants of general education, which 
you, Mr. Editor, in common with all with whom I ha,·e con\'erserl since 
FAIR Pr,AY's letter was published, hal'e now readily acknowledg·ed, but 
which before was not admitted. The commencement of such a canvass 
would necessarily have excited opposition, ancl thus while they oug·ht to 
have heen acting, the time of these gentlemen would ha,·e been occupied 
in controver><y, and pos,ibly a bad feeling would have been eng·enderecl in 
the community. This plan would thus have thrown an apple of discord 
into the society of Calcutta. Controversies would have ensued, and instead 
of assisting their brethren in the mofussil, they would have had enough to 
do to settle the question with their Calcutta associates. The other plan 
although apparently the boldest, is really the safest and best for all parties: 
According to this, three gentlemen, without asking any horly's assistance, or 
expecting any person to commit himself to their proceeding><, have come 
forward to make the experiment at their own risk. They desired to involve 
nobody in the responsibility of their measu1·es. They were prepared to 
bear, in their own characters, the scoffs with which the illiberal were sure 
to assail them on such an occasion, hut they were resolved to try the ex­
periment for the benefit of the country, and linally to solve the question 
whether the present generation of people in India are resolved to confine 
their attention to Sanskrit anrl Arabic hooks, ancl to hooks from which d.ll 
roference to Christianity, even a bare acknowledgment of the truth of its 
fundamental principle,, is excluded ; or whether there is not also an import­
ant demand for the great body of English literature in all its departments. 
A, the plan was not intended for the benefit of the Calcutta people, whose 
facilities of access to the means of impro,·ement are already of a very superi­
or order, it was not expected that they would fully appreciate it. .But I 
am fully persuaded that the majority of the people residing at a distance 
who are at present so much at a loss in this respect, will feel and expres~ 
their obligations for an effort now universally acknowledged to be essential 
to their usefulness. In due time it will be seen whether the oriental scho­
lars attached to the General Committee are right in believing that the de­
mand of the country is for the most part confined to Arabic and Sanskrit 
books, or whether the School Book Society secures to itself the greatest 
field of usefulness, while it rejects every book which bears 011 it the impreSi 

z z 
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of Christianity; or whether, according to another class of philosophers, 
11·hich has of late been growing in strength and importance, the country has 
be![un to liberalize, and while it absolutely rejects the absurdities of Arahic 
and San~krit, is not unwilling to receive the whole body of English litera. 
ture, Christian books and all included. 

It is well known that in committees the actual work is generally done 
by t1rn ()r three members, and the principal use of the remainder is to give 
Wfcight, influence, and permanency to the institution, and to control the ex. 
penditure of the fumls entrusted to its keeping. Now, in the present stage 
of the proceeding under discussion, activity, energy, promptness of decision, 
and prartiral ncquaintance with the business in hand are the qualities which 
nre essentially requi~ite. Plans have to be organized, connections have to he 
forme1l, and the whole machine has to be set in motion. At first the soul ofa 
committee was wanted without any of its retanlin:I,' adjuncts. There are 
enou1,rh to carry on husiness, and there is no call for a larger committee at 
JJrP~ent. J\s no subscriptions are to he accounted for, there is 110 necessity 
for rontrolling peruniary matters. ,vhere there is no trust the,·e can be no 
respo11sibility. Nt•ither is there any particular necessity at present for the 
arces~ion of influential people, because the incipi!'nt ~ociety onlr professes to 
supply actually existin.r demand, in the mofussil. If people 1·eally want the 
booh, they will write and get them without the additional allurement of 
gr!'at nnmes. !\Ioreover, it is not necessary in the present stage of the pro. 
ceeding to mnke any particular provision with a view to permanency. The 
whole affair is confes,1)dly an C'xpe1·imrut. I r the society of the prol'inces do 
not :wail themseh-rs to any c1>nsiderable extent of the facilities thus present­
ed to them for procuring J,ooks and other nwans of instruction, the attempt 
must fall to the ground; while, on the other hand, if they do avail them. 
sehes of it, the experiment may be considered to have succeeded. And it 
will then be time to place the institution under the protection of a regularly 
constituted society. ,vhen the period of probation has once expired, the 
efforts of the projectors will be directed to increase its influence, to extend 
its ~phere of usefulness, and to secm·e its permanency; and if the existing 
institutions clo not by that time enlarge their operations, so as to meet the 
improved state of the demand, subscriptions may then be raised to republish 
nnd translate books, and to accomplish other objects calculated to promote 
the intellectual and moral adl'ancernent of the people of India, and influen. 
tial members of the community may be invited to place themsekes at the 
head of the committee, the gentlemen above referred to retiring to giv1t 
them place as proposed in the address they originally issued. 

With regard to the " agent" to be appointed, I see you have most corn. 
pletely mistaken the view of my friends: I beg therefore to explain them. 
Had they merely informed their correspondents in the mofussil that at 
1mch and such places the particular books they might require were obtain. 
able, they would ha1·e afforded some assistance, but not enough. The persons 
who wanted these hooks must apply, as your coHespondent FAIR PLAY has 
demonstrated, to six or eight places for the execution of one order ere it 
could be completed. The gentlemen alluded to, therefore, were anxious to 
effect more for their mofussil friends. They wished to have some central 
epot in Calcutta at which the whole of those books might be procured at once, 
and therefore determined to engage a book.seller who would pledge himself 
to have constantly on hand a supply of all the books in their list, or to 
,Hite for them whenever ordered. The saving of correspondence and ex. 
pence in carriage thus effected, and the superior facility secured to the 
operations of a school by the receipt at an early pe1'iod, and at the sa11UJ 
timP, of all the books necessary for its complete organization, you will perceive 
is to the friends of education in the country a most important advantage, 
-an advantage which, if I mistake not, will be generally and warmly appre­
ciated by these gentlemen. 



JCTLY, 1834.] of Education in India. 361 

The only object of the three whose views (after conversation with them) 
I have thus undertaken to explain, is the benefit of the public in 11ersuading 
the proprietors of books on the one hand, if a ready and extensive sale for 
them can be secured, to 1·educe their 11rice to the purchase!' ; and on the 
other hand, as an auxilial'y to this object, to induce the hook-seller whom 
they appoint as agent to accept of rnthel' less than the usual commis­
sion in sales. This of course will enable the proprietor,; of a work 
to submit with justice to a con·esponding reduction in the price they charge. 
J need not say that in all this there is no advantage scc111·ed L,y my friend!i 
excel-'t the ex11uisite satisfaction of doing good; the pecw1iary advantage is 
entirely on the part of the public. 

You have already acquiesced in the purity of the motives, and in the pro­
priety of the end which the th1·ee gentlemen had in view, and after this ex­
planation, I beg of you in all candour to say whether, considering tlte pecu­
liar e.rigencies of tlte case, you do not approve also of the mode which they 
have adopted to accomplish that end. 

\Vhen you gave insertion to the personal attack of the Courier, allow me 
to intimate that it would have been but fai1· if vou had also inserted the 
handsome apology made in the behalf of my frien.ds by the Engli8/11nan, in 
reply to that very attack. 

Before we part, I may as well remark that I have been somewhat sur­
prized to he,11· you allude to the "peculiar views" of :Mr. Trevelyan re­
specting the substitution of the English "fol' the vernacular languages;' 
for although I have perused most, if not all, of the public writings of that 
gentleman, I never once remember this idea having been broached by him. 
He invariably speaks of English as the language of liberal education, and 
refers to it as holding the same place in relation to this country as the 
Greek language did to Home and the Latin to Modem Europe ; and 
S;mskrit, Arahic, and Persian have hithel'to done towards this country. 
As the wild notion which you have attributed to my friend would be likely, 
if the imputation were to obtain general credence, to diminish the useful­
ne~s of a person who has certainly exerted his talents and influence most 
laudably for the best interests of the country, I have reason to expect that 
you will either withdraw the charge or point out that passage in his writing11 
which appears to you tojustify it. 

You also speak of Mr. Duff's "peculiar views respecting the substitution 
ofthc Homan for the 01·iental characters," upon which subject I shall only 
reply, that these "peculiar views" al'e entertained at present by numbers of 
the best informed and most influential people in the count1·y; and before 
many months pass over our heads, if I mistake not, some thousands of the 
rising generation will be actively employed acquiring and propagating their 
native literature through the medium of these same letters. 

Although, in consequence of your editorial remarks, my friend FAIR 

PLAY and myself have addressed our correspondence to you, I trust not­
withstanding that the Editors of the Hurkaru and Englishman, with their 
usual libernlitr, will insert our letters in their columns also. They will, 
I apprehend, conceive them to contain matter of sufficient interest, in con­
nection with the subject of the Address, to form a proper exception to their 
8·eneral rule of not admitting letters addressed to another paper. As for 
the Courier, justice of course demands, that having given currency to a 
personal attack upon :\fr. Trevelyan, he should give similar publicity to 
the explanation of his friends. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
June 17, 183.t,. • JUSTICE*. 

• On the above paper the Editor in a note, merely remarked, that though bis opinion 
was not altered, yet that the question being " very much a matter of taste," be bad 
'' nothing to object"-11 concession as unqualified as could be expected. 
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prnc:ress or public opinion in Calcuttn is dccide,lly in their favour. Every day bring~ 
u~ fre~h auxiliaric:.;, anll ju-;titics more sol ill ho1les. Hut it i~ not in Calcutta only thRt 
thi-; inqire~~iun i":i l'rrall'll. Aide1l hy the Calcutta Prcs9, throu~h whose kind ns8is­
tanc<" a knowlt•1lt!'e of the tlcsig-n has hccn widrly circulatccl, it has rnpidly extcnclefl 
to t!1l' mo:-.:.t distant parts of our empire. In illu';tration of this we have thought 
it rk,irahlc to pl1tec ou 1·ecor1l the th,·ee followin(I' cxtrncts from lett~r• lately re­
('ti\'l'tl. It may he interesting- to rultl, that they were nil written since the hel;inning 
or the pn·sc11t mouth, am! nrc ,late<! at places so distant fro,n the Presidency and 
from t·cH:h. othl'r, a,; D!lhi, ~aip:H, and .\.ssam. 

Ou,· friends will notice, that d,·mentary books or all descriptions in the Roman 
rloarnrter will be immediately e.vnilnble.-Eu.J 
'· The enclosed is from Iluddar Uddin, on the subject of what you 

11ent for delil'l•ry to him. English will soon hecome quite the go 
here, and so ( I expect) will the new orthography also. I have shown 
the Alphahet scheme to several intelligent natives, and the i1lea 
appears to take with them all, as regards the colloquial or Urdu 
lan!{nage, which a~ it has no peculim· character of it~ own, may 
(they say) he written just as well in the Engli,h as either Persian or 
Hindi letter~, aud whenc\'e1· we have set the thing agoing thus partially, 
it will of its owu accortl extend itself to all the other languages. T "·*", 
I believe, i, now at work, writing off a part of the " Bagh o Bahar," and 
as soon as he has got it rearly, anti we get up tlw diitcritical points, we shall 
print off some hundred copies of it to make a commencement with. As to 
the success of the project, I have not myself the slightest misgivings 
on the subject. Europeans and Nati,·es will all approve of the plan ; 
the former because it will enable them to wrile and i·ead the lan­
guage, which they now can only speak, and the latter because it will 
enable them to communicate with their R11lers in a language in which they 
will be sure of heing untlerstood, and which they can themselves write 
without having recourse to mi.tnshi;;, in whom they can have no confidence. 
As re11;ards the business of our courts, what a grand thing gained this will 
be. Persian will instantly go to the wall, and the common boli of the 
country, to which it will lal"i,·e way, will in the course of a few years become 
so interlarderl with English phrases, that the difficulty of learning our Ian. 
guage, will be reduced to nothing, and all will hecome desirous of picking it 
up: it will, in fact, be spoken hy the lower 01·ders ju-;t in the same broken way 
that it is at present spoken in many parts of Ireland, where a few years ago 
it wa;; altogether unknown, as I have myself had opportunities of observing, 
This fact you may throw in the teeth of the cavillers and ohjectors, who 
would fain keep e,·ery thing in ,vtatu quo, anil who will not be brought to 
believe in the possibility of any innovation taking place until it has actually 
come into operation. 

" There is no fear whatever of the plan, not succeeding as far as the 
colloquial language of the country or the common Hindustani is concerned. 
I am less sanguine as regards the other languages, .for the present that is 
to say, hut by and bye we shall he able to alte1· their d1·ess also. In the 
meantime anv bodv will learn to write the Hindustani in Roman letters. 
"\Vhy should not the ·Governmentdirect the several functionaries throughout 
the country, to make their Umlahs learn the new orthography? An isharah 
on the ,:ubject would do the thing. Persian should be discontinued in 
the courts altogether." 

" Are there any Bengalee books printed in the English character ? if so, I 
tihould he thankful fo1· some. Nothing in my opinion would advance us so 
much as the introduction of our character, for it would make the acquisition 
either of English hy the native~, or of the native languages by us, a work of 
infinite less difficulty. It is only by giving the natives some tolerably gene. 
ral knowledge of English that we can ever pretend to do them any justice. 
My experience of our courts is not great, hut I am persuaded that much 
m11re suhstantial justice would be done through a sworu Interpreter and 
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11·ith Eng-lish pl'oceedings, than with the present mode of blocking up our 
courts with cart loads of Persian am! Beng;ili papers. The judge would 
lie all the better ahle to do justice fo1· having a competent knowledge of 
the ,·ernacula1· languages, but now an intimate knowledge of Pe1·,ian 01· 
n~•ngnli availeth little, fo1· the native proceedings extend to such length 
that no one could possibly either read or hear one half of what is submit. 
ted to any court. The voluminous nature of our proceedings is not, I 
suppose, a consequence of the use of the native languages, but of ou1· gene. 
ral ignorance of them, an<l the advantage taken thereof by those about the 
courts to interpose this mass of rnbbish between the people and their 
judges." 

" I al!,'ree fully in your opinions, regarding the mode in which English 
ought to be introduced into India-from the day that sees English pleading 
introduced into our courts, the Persian language will sink into disrepute, 
and will soon be almost forgotten in India." 

(Sinre writing the above remarks, we have received from an annnymous correspon­
dent in a_ dis taut part of ln,lia, an intcrcstiucr letter on the subject of the substitu­
tion of the Roman for the Native characters, from which we caunot but present an 
extract to our readers. It will be evident that the writer has duly considered the 
sui>_ject-is well qualified to pronounce on its merits-and is perfectly independent 
in his testimony to its advantages. We leave it therefore to make its jnst impres­
sion.-Eo.] 
I am a sincere well.wisher to the whole project, from the thorough con. 

viction, that if once brought into fo1·ce, it will do more service to oriental 
nations, than any other del'ice that can be conceived. .For ma1·k you, it 
will open at once to those who are master~ of it, tll(J accumulated stores of 
Europ~an geography and analysis, and that too to those possessing hut a 
superficial knowledge of the language, iu which those stores are locked up : 
and when we consider through how many changes, the analytical system 
in modern use, has gonlJ through, before it arrived at its present beautiful 
simplicity ; how much the grasp of the human mind is enlarged by the 
removal of trilling obstacles, and classifying and reducing to formulre much 
of what employed the attention of mathematicians of the middle ages; it 
must, I believe, be acknowledged that your system will partake greatly, in 
as far a!il oriental nations are concerned, of the long sought royal road to 
1eie.u1:e." 

SONNET. 
CAREY! the first of that intrepid band, 

Who left the country of the goou and fret!, 
To leave their hones by India's sultry strand, 

01· mid the slave isles of the Carib sea, 
God's blessing has gone with them, and with thee! 

Star in the East of this benighted land, 
Doth not thy setting speak the day at hand; 

The rising of the Sun of Galilee ? 
Th,m'rt in our hearts,-with tresses thin and grey, 

And eye that knew the Book of Life so well, 
And brow serene, as thou wert wont to stray 

Amidst thy flowers, like Adam ere he fell! 
But thou,-thy work is done; thou'rt pas~'d away 

ln God'11 ete1·n11l p11radise to dwell. M. 
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)ivin"' witnl'ss" of their reli11:ion. ThPse have all entered into the joy of 
thcit Loni, and in due time we also shall reap if we faint not. 

IT.-ANi<UAL ExAMTNATIO1" OF THF. FRF.F. SCHOOi, CHtLnnv.-,. 

Th« pxamination was held on June 21st, and was chiefly cond111·ted by 
the Bishop, Sir John Grant ta~ing part in it occasionally. Lady Benti_nck 
hono111·erl it by her p!'esence. fhe boys generallr an,wered the_ q11est10ns 
put to thPm very distinctly, and, as comparer! with last yem·, rlisplared _a 
proa:ress 1"rl'1litahle to their te_acher an~l t~ themselves. ~111lee~ the 111st1-
tution altog-C'ther ~ppms to be III a flour1slung state, and bids fau· to be one 
t>f the most prnctically useful in Calcutta. 

Jll.-RcPORT o•· THE TA'Kl' ACADEMY DURING THI:: l,AST YEAR-AND THII 

SECOND ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

In the JTurkaru of the 2'.!n<l .June, last vear, a communication was in-
111erte1l, e11titlcd " The rise, progress, and fi°rst Aunual Examination of the 
Taki Al'ademy"'." The account then gi,·en having- excited consi<lerahle in­
terest among the friends of nati,·e imprO\·ement, I am hopeful that they will 
riot he un<lesirous to hear of its continued prog1·ess and present condition. 

,vithout reiterating previous statements respectin!!," " the rise" of the 
institution, I may simply remind your readers, that it is supported rhif:flY 
by the Haims, I<alinath and Boykanta11ath Hay Choudri-that it is und(>r 
the ~ole supl.'rintenclence of the lleL A. Duff, anrl his coadjutors-that it 
was estahlishc1I ahout two years ago, and is situaterl on the banks of the 
Jammunah ahout .1-5 miles east from Calcutta-that the system of tuition 
is the same as that pursued in the General Ass<>mhly's institution -and 
that on the 13th of June, last year, the anniversary of its e,;;tahlishment, 
it underwent a public examination which filled the minds of all present 
with emotions of gladness. 

The results of the fii·st year's lahours were then regarded as indicative 
of past, anddecisiveof future, success. All were in consequence encouraged 
to persevere with greater ardor than ever. The supporters of the insti­
tution beheld fruits which more than repaid them with the gratifying con­
gciousness of having <lone that, which might well entitle them to he enrolled 
among the benefactors of the species. The masters and pupils were so 
animated by the merited encomiums bestowed, that they seemed resolved 
to strive who should exceed in zeal and diligence rnost,-the teachers or the 
taught. Parents and guardians were cheered at the thought of that higher 
position in society to which the newly acquired attainments might enal.Jle 
their sons and protegees honoural.Jly to aspire. Expectations were thus 
raised to the highest pitch. Hope shone forth in gladsome visions. The 
triumphs that had been achieved justified this ardency of fancy. And the 
future spread out to view as the bright mirror in which were already seen 
reflected gleams of triumph~ still more brilliant. 

But scarcely had the tide of hope and joy 1·isen to its height than it was 
destined to ~uhside with sudden violence. Towards the end of the preced­
ing month (May), lower Bengal had Ileen visited with that tremendous 
gale, the effects of which are felt by multitudes till this dav. The inun­
dation had sti·ewn e,·e1·y quarter with the decayed remains ·of animal and 
vegetahle substances. The atmosphere l.Jecame pestilential. And disease 
swi>pt away thousands which the flood had spared. 

N'o1· did Toki and its neighhourhood escape the general calamitv. Only 
a few days afte1· the examination of the institution, an epidemic fe~er broke 
out, which proved more extensive in its ravages and mo1·e disastrous in its 
effect~, than any other within the memory of man. In less than a month 
the school was all but deserted. Still it was deemed ad,•isahle to keep it 
open, as long as at all practicable, in the hope of a speedy abatement of 

• Thi& wa11 extracterl in the Observer for July, 
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the disease. Towards the end of Augu~t, the Head Master, Mr. Clift, 
received a call to the new govnnnwnt institution at Allahaha<l. At that 
time, the numher in the 1<:111,(lish department had decreased from 120, who 
appeared full of life and vigour at the examination, to little more than 
h•1/f a dozm ! So fearfully prevalent ha,I the efft•cts of the terril>le scourge 
beconw ! Of course, there was now no alternative but temporarily to shut 
up the institution 11ltogether. 

l\lr. Clift's dep~rture from Taki tende_d to throw ad_ditional melancholy 
o\'er the scl•ne. So closely had he entwrned around himself the alfe,:tious 
of his pupils, that the news of his intention to leave them seemed to sound 
like a death-knell to their hopes. 

In the meantime, efforts were made to ohtain a worthy successor. Even­
tually Mr. John \Vilsun, Ion~ favuurahly known as joint proprietor, and 
latterly as sole proprietor of the Dharramtullah Academy, was chosen 
Head ;\foster. And if we may ju<lge of his success, in circumstances the 
most trying and discouraging, we have reason to be thankful that the 
mantle of his predecessor appears to hHve fallen on him. 

Early in Novemher l~st, \Vhen the cold season, being fairly set in, seemed 
to promise an early disappearance of the fe\·er, ;\Jr. Duff proceeded to 
'fiiki, accompanied hy Mr. \Vilson, to re-open the institution. 

The accounts which poured in from every quarte1· were most lamentable. 
Not a single family in the whole district had escaped the visitation of 
death. It not unfrequently happened that in one house, one or two of the 
inmates lay dead, and· the rest as good as limhless from disease-with no 
one to remo,·e the dead, or bestow attention on the living. Some small 
villages had been entirely depopulated. And in the case of those who fell 
not umler the fii·st attacks, the malady assumed the form of a slow wasting 
intermittent fever. Hence the ghastly aspect of all who survi ,·ed : so that 
e,·en in November, the great body of the people seemed like a mass of 
moving skeletons. 

In such a state of things, the institution was re-opened most cheerlessly, 
as may readily be imagined. Scarcely a single parent or guardian could 
attend. As many of the boys as pos~ibly could, did come to demonstrate 
their willingness,-hut the numbe1· did not amount to thirty. And many 
who came the first dav, had a return of fever before the next. 

The writer of these remarks who, about five months before, had wit .. 
nessed the triumph, and pa1-taken in the joys, of hundreds of young and old 
assembled in that happy spot-when forced to contrast that scene of ex­
ultation and buoyant hope, with the present spectacle of solitary walls and 
empty benches, of drooping countenances, and sickly forms, and downcast 
spirits, is not ashamed to confess that he could scarcely refrain from burst­
ing into tears. 

By degrees, one·and another of the former pupils continued to return. 
But there was no materiill increase of number till towards the latter end 
of January. And even then the attendance was not so full as before. 
Between 20 and 30 of the boys had died. Se,·eral had not yet perfectly 
recovered : and others who had fled in a panic to distant parts of the 
country had not returned. The best boy in the school-the hoy who had 
gained the highest prize for general eminence at the first annual l!xamina.. 
tion, was not able to resume his studies till the month of May. And to 
complete the catalogue of adversities, the assistant teacher, Mr. Bl,rney, 
got ill about the beginning of March, and has been wholly unfit for active 
duty ever since. 

At the risk of being tedious, I have been thus explicit in stating facts. 
The reasons are obvious. The institution is in many respects a peculiar 
one; and many eyes have been fixed upon it. Originated and supported 
chiefly by the liberality of native gentlemen-established in a part of the 

2 A 
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counti·,· over which for ages thick darkness had brooded-and conducted 
according to the most improved system of instruction, it was regarded by 
all as an experiment fraught with general interest. If successful, it r.ould 
not li1il to girn a mighty impul;;e to the progress of education: if unsuc­
cc,sful, it mig·ht slacken though not paralyse many au effort of benevo. 
leuce. 

1t ha, been mooted in certain circles, that the school has proved almost, 
if not altog-!'ther, a failure, /Je,;1iu8e the a,·crage attendance of the boys and 
their a,·erage 1·!'lative progre;;s, have heen less than during the year pre­
ct>!ling. 811t after perusing the statements now given, will any candid 
rea,lt'r ,·enture to say that this inference is a sound one? If the ave1·age 
annual atten,lance has heen less, is it not because of the virulence of an 
epi1l!'mic which rage,l the gTeater part of the year? And if the average 
relative prog·re,s ha,; bl'en le,s, is it not hecause, for the reason now assign. 
e,l, the average loss of time tu the whole school has exceeded six, out of 
th(' tu:cfre mouths? 

If the 11ropC'r allowance he made for the retarding circumstances now 
en11meraterl, instead of being di~appointed, one may find ample grounds 
for C'nrnurag-emC'ut. ,vhen the institution was visited in March last, by 
tl1,! ll~v . .\Jr. ,1eKay, it was found "to exhibit a most gratifying state of 
eflfri('ucy." A11,l wlwn visit,iil, in the early part ufthis month, by the Rev. 
A. Duff, its ~tate of efficiency was far heyond what could well have been 
anticipated. Di,ease having wholly di,appeared, its injurious effects on 
the scho"l ,1i~app,•:1re<l also. All the buys that survived, had returned. In 
th~ En~·li,li tlc'partment, betwPen 90 and a JOO: in the Bengali al,out the 
salllc uumher: anti in the Persian, as many as the writer ever wishes to 
see ,o employe,l. Life and activity were restored. And all seemed ani­
m:,tc-d afresh with the thi1·st of knowledge and the glow of generous emu. 
lation. 

The second annn;il enmination of the Institution, was heM on the 13th 
instant, in the pres~nce of several 8uropean gentlemen from Bagandi and 
the neighbouring stations, a, well as numhers of Native gentlemen, with the 
Balms, Kalin:ith Ray, and B,1ykantanath Ray, at their head. The ,vl1ole 
of the classes were examined in the most searching manner, on all that had 
been rearl or learnt. Aud to all the minutely varied questions, the most prompt 
and appropriate answers were returned. "Vithout entering into particular 
details at present, it j., enough tu say, that in every branch of sturly, read. 
ing, parsing, geography, arithmetic, &c., a clear and sp,•cific advance had 
been made. The senior clas,,, in addition tu their rel!,"ubr daily lessons, 
had rnluntarily translated into English a little Ilt'11gali work, entitled 
" Nitikatha :"-a11d really, consi1lering the short period of their Enµ;lish 
studies, the tran,latiun was "·onderfully correct. Altogether the exhibition 
was more than grntifying. It far surpassed the expectations of all present, 
and in securing so happy an issue, it was not easy to decide which de­
se1Ted the greatest credit for perseverance ancl diligence,-1\fr "Vilson or 
his pupils To lhe uncumn,on merits of both parties, the result of that 
day's examination !,ore conspicuous testimony. So that instead of finding 
the symptoms of a failure, stronirer proofs than erer were furnished as to 
the absolute eertainty, with God's hle,,ing, of nlt.imate sucress. 

On a review of the year's (or rath!'r half year',) proceedings, many oh­
senations naturally suggest themselves. I shall, howel'er, confine myself 
to tlw few following. 

I. :Every ,:,ne must he delig-hted with the admil·able tenrlency of the 
interrogatory sy,;tcm pu1·sued, to sharpen the intellt•ct, arnl cultivatt• the 
pow(•rs of observation. A little fellow about eight or nine year,; old, 
meeting with the word "h;ild" in his lesson, was 11,ked the meaning of 
the term. Pausing a moment, as if at a loi;i; how to express himselt~ he 
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cost hiR eyes on one of the i,centlemen present,_the c~ow_~ of wh~se ~~ad 
havpened to be hald, and suddenly cried out, with a s1g111fic1mt smile, he 
got bald top." Such an answer may be thought trifling by _man~, hut as an 
irulication of a habit of independent thought and ohservat1on, 1t can on!y 
be despised hy the foulish an,I the ig110m11t. An,I there w:•s not a clas,i m 
the school, the bo\'s of which di,l not affo1·d aburulant evalence that they 
were accu.~l<>med to'tllinkfur tl,em.Yetves. 

2. Orre coultl not foil bt>ing ~truck with the marker! superiority of those 
whose minds had been qnickene,l by the Eilg-lish clisciplin~. i\lany of the 
]~n;dish boy,; ha,l formerly commenced the study of Persian-and so~ue _of 
them still continued more or less to im:,rnve their acquaintanc~ with it. 
These were examined along with the Persian boys, or those that de,•ote 
day :md 11ight to the study. The active intelligence of the English boys, 
an,l their ready acuteness in answ!'ring questions, lint>ly contrasted with 
the stiff met·hanical scholastic apµ~arnnce oft.he disciples of Persian lore. 
One of the Native gentlemen felt constrained to exclaim, " These boys 
(the English) know things: but these (the Persian) onl,11 w~rd.~." A preg­
nant remark truly; and coming from an educated Native gentleman, 
worth a thousand arguments. 

3. This ci1·c111n~tance tends to heighten one's pleasure at the announce­
ment, that the English is "now universally admired and studied with 
avidity" at Taki, while the Persian has fallencom1>aratively into" contempt." 
The change of feeling towards the two languages is so characte1·istic, and 
fraught ,vith in;;truction, that it is worth while to particularize a little. 
Taki abounds with respectable native families-many of them off-shoots of 
the house of the Ray Choudris. Amongst these, several members have at 
all times fou1H! access to offices of re,ponsihility. Hence the possibility 
and prospect of rising in the world, has been vividly set before the young 
men generally; and a pro1)01-tionate emulation has been exeited among-st 
them. Now, as hitherto, the Persian language formed the exclusive pass.. 
port to offices of trust, the study of it has been pursued with astonishing 
zeal and perseverance at Taki :-so much so, that when the English 
School was opened there, many of the most talented of the roung men 
would not enter it, on the plea that English would he of no sel'l'ice to 
them, whereas a thorough knowledge of Persian would inevitably pa,·e 
the way to honourable and lucrative situations. All reasoning was 
lost upon them : one reply sufficed to rebut every argument : " Eng­
lish is of no use: fo1·, Government will not, cannot, abolish Persian." 
Well, upwards of a twelvemonth ago, it was announced in the Calcutta 
Journals, that Government had abolished Persian in the Political depart­
ment. This intelligence did more than all our p1·evious arguments. The 
young men justly concluded that if in one department Government would, 
and could, and did abolish Persian, the same government possibly could, 
and probably would, abolish it in every department of the public service. 
Forthwith much of the zeal and time and labou1· expended on the Persian 
were directed to the acquisition of English. And if instead of a partial 
substitution, Government had formally announced its design of substituting 
English unive1·sally, Persian would have been wholly abandoned, and the 
undivided energies of the mind, devoted to the study of English literature 
and science. From this we may infer that, if the natives ouly once feel as­
sured that a thorough knowledge of English will open the way to employ­
ment in the service of the state, it cannot be doubted, that in a few years 
there may be even a redundancy of qualified candidates. • 

4,, The extent to which the confidence of the boys had been gained and 
the ~esire to acquire knowledge excited, challenged the highest admiration. 
Ha~mg asked :Mr. \l'ilson for an exp1·ession of his experience on this head, 
he, Lll iubstance, emphaLically replied : I have been engaged in teaching 
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these 20 years, and I have never before seen boys so anxious to be instruct. 
ed. Their lessons are in general well prepare1l at home, and e,·ery effort 
apparently used by them, to aid us in pushing them forward. Very often, 
almost every day, when the time allotted for hearing a class was expi1·ed, I 
ham the c.trnest request made to me hy many of them : Ask u~ moi·e ques. 
tions, tt>ach us more! \Vho would not have pleasure in giving instruction 
to such boys? And I may say, I have not seen one who is not fired with 
the same noble ardor. 

\\'ith a testi111011y so decisive hefore us, is it unreasonable to hope that 
the most com11lete success will crown our efforts to diffuse the blessings of 
a sound education among the pt>ople of Taki? 

!i, It is impossible to bring these hurried remarks to a close, without 
reverting in terms of special commendation, to the Bahus Kahnath Ray, 
and Doykantana.th Ray, with all their friends and relations. They have 
proved, by their unabate1l zeal,aml undiminished liberality, that, as natives, 
they are no ordinary men. By their steady undeviating conduct, they have 
done much, to wipe away the l'harge of fickleness that has e,·er attached to 
the Hindu character. And hy a continued perse,·erance in this line of 
conduct, they will highly exalt their own name in the present age, and 
ages yet unborn may ha'"e reason to revere their memory. Long may they 
witness the fruits of their generous exertions for the improvement of their 
countrymen : aud long may they continue to enjoy the highest of all earth. 
ly reward~, the satisfaction of doing good. Yerily, these are the men whom 
the enlightened rulers of this -land ought "to deli1d1t to honour." 

A FRIEND TO NATIVE EDUCATION. 
Calcutta, June 20tl,, 1834-. 

IV.-MoNTHLY PRAYER MEETING IN CALCUTTA. 

It may not be generally known to our readers, that on the first Monday of 
every month, a public praye1· meeting is held in the Union and Circular Road 
Chapels alternately. The service commences with prayer; after which an 
address is delivered, or .Missionary intelligence read, by some one of th& 
Missonaries previously appointed for that purpose. The Rev. Messrs. 
Duff, Mackay, Lowrie, Mather, Campbell, Ellis, and Hill, have already de. 
livered addresses. The next meeting will be held on the evening of the 
first M-oudar in July, et the Circular Road Chapel; Mr. Groves, so well 
known to the world for his Christian devotedness, is expected to take part 
in it. It is earnestly hoped, that such of our Calcutta readers as are friendly 
to missions, will be present to assist us with their prayers. 

V.-INFANT SceooL AT THE CAPE. 

"\Ve have not space for a full report of the 11roceedings o( the fourth an. 
niversary meeting of the school at the Cape-occupying as it does six close. 
ly printed columns of the South African Advel'tiser-but we cannot deny 
ourselves the gratification of stating, that the system has, in the four yea1·s 
of its operation, been thoroughly successfol,and already receives the counte­
nance of the first persons in the colony. Sir Benjamin and Lady D'Urhan, 
Sir John Herschell, Sir John Truter, and Sir John Wylde are amongst its 
warmest supporters. The children educated at the schools at Cape Town 
only have ranged between 70 and 100, twenty of whom are English-and of 
about one hundre1l and thirty, who have passed from the Infant into other 
schools, the teachers of the latter "concur in saying, that they exhibit a 
n,arked superiority both as regards docility and apt11ess over thoh·e who come to 
them after having passed the fi1'st six or seven years o.f their lives without the 
moral diacipline and training ofan Infant_School,"-The Englishman, 
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Severl\l excellent speeches, warmly recommendin!{ such institution!'!, were 
delivered hy the Rev. Dr~. Phillip an,\ Burrow, the Hev. i\lr Hough, Mr 
Ad,·ocate Cloete, and Sir John flprschell. How delightful to the Vhristian 
to see one of the most eminent of living :\lissionaries, and lhl' first of living 
philosophl.'rs, engaged heart aml hand in the same good cause, tlie mural aud 
spiritual improvement of their race ! 

VI.-STATE OF REr,WION JN THE A~IERICAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

An admirnble practice has hl.'en introduced into the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. Previous to the sitting of the Genernl Assembly, 
each Presbytl'ry semis up a 1·eport of the state and prngress of religion 
within its bounds during the past year ; aud these, being digested and con. 
densed hy a Committee ap11ointeil for that purpose, are published annually 
under the sanction of the Assembly. ,v e shall endeavour to lay before our 
readers an abstract of this most interesting document for the yea1· ending 
in May, 1833. After lamenting that the past year ha<\ been les-. distinguish­
ed than the two preceding, hy the power of renewing and sanctifying grace, 
which it attributes to the lukewarm and worldly spirit of profo.~,;ing Chris­
tians, it proceeds to narrate what the Lord had been actually doing for his 
cause. The following is the order of the report : 

1. REVIVALS OF RELIGIO:-<.-We would notice, with fervent gratitude, spe­
cial divine favour in the effusions of the Holy Spirit: " He has r,ot dealt with us 
according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities." From ninety. 
two Presbyteries, which have made reports, it appears that sixty-two have been 
favoured with "times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.'" Upon more 
or less of the churches under the cdre of thirty-six of tliese Presbyteries, divine 
influence has descended like the morning dew or gentle showers. In some of them 
afe1t• only of their congregations, while in others several, and in some, nearly all, 
have been cheered and blessed with these gracious visitations. Their good elTer.ts 
are apparent in the increased humility, zeal, and activity of the disciples of the 
Sal'iour, and the accessions to their number from the world of such as we trust 
be will own as his, when he shall make up his jewels. 

But the Lord has done greater things for us than these, whereof we are glad. 
Twenty-six of the Presbyteries report revivals of equal extent and power with any 
which occurred in preceding years. The Lord has made bare his arm in behalf of 
bis heritage. His people have been humble,! and revived, and exhibited delight­
ful evidence of increased dcvoteduess to his service, and proud rebels have been 
made to bow at his feet. From them he has taken all the armour iu which they 
trusted, silenced tlleir self-justify in:; pleas, aud constrained them to ascribe righte­
ousness to him, and sue for mercy at the foot of the cross. These glorious exhi­
bitions of divine power and grace have been made in all portions of our widely ex­
tended limits. 

Nor are the subj~cts of renovating mercy confined to any particular age or 
class. They are found among the aged and the young, among the rich and the 
poor, the bond and the free, the learned and the ignorant, the polished and the 
rude. Yet all, notwithstanding this diversity of condition and circumstances, 
agree in ascribing their rescue from endless sin and suffering to God's rich and 
discriminating grace. They acknowledge Christ as their Master and Lord, and 
cheerfully devote themselves to his service. For all these trophies of redeem­
ing mercy, let Zion's God be praised. The Assembly regard revivals of religion 
as the great purifiers of our moral atmosphere, and the most important means of 
replenishing the church on earth with living, active members, and of peopling 
heaven with redeemed sinners. They would therefore exhort the churches to pray 
without ceasing, " 0 Loril, revive thy work," and to act in accordance with thi• 
inspired petition. 

In regard to the means which have been blessed in promoting this precious 
work of mercy, the churches have reported little that is new or extraordinary. 
The truth, plainly exhibited and pungently applied, baa been (a, it alway1 must be) 
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the grand i11.•fr1tment. lt has been successfully presented by means of Sabbath 
school anti Dible cl:i,;s instruction, protracted meetings, and most of all, the o,·di­
nary exercises of the pulpit. In these revivals God has signally appeareil as the 
answerer of fervent, believing prayer. 

2. Tiu: A~IERICAN BIBLE SocrnTY,-This Society has issued 91,168 Bi. 
bles anrl Te,tamerit, ,luring the year, making a total of 1,533,668 since it,­
commencement ; and has a11propriated 30,000 dollars for the printing and 
circulating of Bibles among foreign nations, and the American aborigines. 

3. :\f,~sross. The Amel'ican Board of Commi.•sionel's for foreign missions 
have 227 labourers already employer!, and 13 others, with three assistant~, 
have been lately appointed. The We.1·tern Forei_gn 11lissio11ar.11 SociPt,11 (just 
formed) has sent one i\fissionary to Africa, and is preparing to send two 
more to N. Inrlia"'. 

The A~seinbly' s Board ~f Jl,fissions has labored with pleasing progress, in the 
work of s,1pplyiug our destitute churches with the bread of life. It has i,mployed 
within the year two hun,lred and sixty-nine Missionaries. It has six hundred Ses­
sional and sixty-four Preshyterial Auxiliaries, embracing one thousan,I ministers, 
and one thousand five hundre,\ churches. Tbe Missionaries report thirty 
new churches orgauized, thirty-two hous~s of worship erected, and several 
others in progress. Four hundred individuals are employed in giving instruc­
tion, and twenty-five thousand children are taught in Sal,hath schools. They 
have also eight hundred Bible classes, embracing ten thousand learners; and 
five hundred Temperance Societies have been established, whose members 
amount to twenty-five thousand. God has also honomr.d their labours by 
making them instrumental in produciug several interesting revi,·als of religion. 

The success of the American Home Jl,/issionary Society has been highly encour­
aging. During the year past, it has employed six hundred and five ministers, 
who have laboured as Missionaries or agent. in eight hundred and one congrega­
tions. The amount of ministerial labour reported to have been performed is four 
hundred an,l sixteen years an,\ nine monthst. The number adde,l to the churches, 
-on profes;ion of their faith, is four thousand two hundred and eighty-four ; the 
whole numbe,· added, six thousand and forty-one. One hundred and one churches 
ha,·e been blessed with revivals, and three thousand four hundred and thfrty­
five hoprful conve,·sions have been reported. Connected with the chul'ches aid­
ed by the Society are seven hund,·ed and seventy Sabbath schools, embraciug 
thirty-one thousan,l one hundred an,1 forty scholars. They fu,·thel' repo,·t three 
hundred and seventy-eight Biule classes, contaiuing eleven thous11nd pupils: and 
fifty-three tl,ousand seven hundred and fol'ty-six persons, who are pledged to the 
pl'inciple of total abstinence from intoxicating drinks. 

4. 'fRACTs.-The American Tract Society has printed nearly 40,000,000 
of pages, ancl circulated little less than so,000,000. It has appropriat.ed 
10,000 dollars for supplying foreign parts. 

5. EoucATION,-T/1e Board of Education of the General Assembl!! has been 
Jnuch prospered in its efforts to furnish men for the Gospel ministry. ThP.y have 
now under their care, regularly reported, and enrolled, four hundred and twenty 
students. Not l'egularly reported, but estimated to be under the care of eighteen 
auxiliaries, twenty.two, making a total under their care from nineteen states, and 
pursuing their studies in ei;;hty-one schools and seminaries of learning, four hun­
dred and fifty young men. Of these fifty are studying with reference to foreign 
fields, and six for Liberia. The Board are acting upon the pledge given to the 
churches to r"ccive aud sustain every young man, of suitable qualifications for the 
lllinistry, applying for patronage. They are also as far as practicable striving to 
educate men witl1i11 those portions of the country, where they will probably labour 
after they enter upon the great work. 

The American Education Society is prosecuting its work with increasing vigom·. 
At ['l'esent it is sustaining between six and seven hundred young Ucen in a course 
of education for the ministry. 

• Note, The Revd. Messrs. Lowrie and Reed. 
t Can any of ou1· reauers tell us the 111eauing of this? 
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The P,·esbytel"ian E,focation Society, n co-onlinnte institution, hns now four 
hundrcrl und sevt'nly-one students iu seventy-one semi111u-ics of lenruiug. During 
the year past one huudrc<I an<l sixty-two h~ve been received, nn<l twenty-live have 
he.en liee11sc,I to pr<'ach the Gospel. No worthy npplicant has ever been refused 
the be,wfal"lions of the Society, an<l both llourds have pledge<l themscl\'es never 
to refuse one. They n,·c alrcudy educating men in 11e11rly every section of the 
United Statt's, and arc labouring to excite the zeal of their patrons to extei.d their 
operation, until it can no longer with trnth he said, "the harvest is pleuteous 
but tl:e lahourers nre few." In ,·icw of the indis1wnsable necessity of an incrense 
nf w1·ll-<iualific<I ministers, in onlcr to can·y forward all the great cuterpl"is<'s of 
bene,·olcuce, n1ul execute the command of the risen Snl'iour, "Go ye into all the 
worl,I and preach the Gospel to every creature," the Assembly would earnestly 
con11uend the Etlucation Cause to the prayers and liberality of the Churches. 

The Amerfran Sunday Sclwol Union is going forward in its noble work. Dur. 
ing the 111st three yea,·s it has secured the estublishmeutof four thousantl two hundred 
1&od forty-five schools in the valley of the Mississippi, embracing probably more than 
two hundred thousand scholars. The number of BOOKS put in circulatiou in that part 
of onr country by this enterprise is estimatetl to exceed half a million. The Society 
however consider what has been done as only a gootl bc5inning of the work that 
ou,;ht to be clone, and proposes to carry forwa,·d a systematic course of effort ta 
advance tl..is cause in that partof the laud. It has also uude,-taken the establishment 
of ,l Sabhafo school in every neighbourhood in the southern states, where it is 
practicnble, within the period of fil'e years. Special efforts are making to enlist 
the churches in its aid, and the plan of their proposetl operations is published in 
their report, which we recommend to the notice of those who love the cause of tho 
religious education of the rising generation. 

Want of space forces us to leave out much more that is interestin"'. 
Many look with misgivings on the spirit now at work iu the Americ:'n 
Church; but if the standard of Christ be indeed the true standard, " By 
thei1· fruits ye shall know them ;" then these fruit.~ plainly show that the 
spirit is the spirit of the Lord. Are not its effects, love, peace and good 
will to men ? • 

VIJ.-REv. l\IEssas. LowRIE AND REED. 
"\Ve believe that the following extract from a Philadelphia newspaper 

will be interesting to many in this city. 
A meeting was held on Tuesday evening, May28th, in the Second Preshyterian 

Church in this city, in anticipation of the embarkation of the Rev. Messrs. John C. 
Lowrie, and ,vmiam Reed, with their wives. 'l'he exercises we,·e introduced witb 
singing and prayer hy the Rev. Dr. Green. Each of the Missionaries then made an 
appropriate and impressive address on the subject of :Vlis~ious, after which, with their 
partners, they sang a Parewell Hymn, to which many seemed to listen with 
strong emotion. The Rev. Dr. Alexander then addressetl the assembly, on the 
duty of Christians towards the Heathen, in a pungent and earnest manuer; when, 
after an appropriate· Anthem, and the taking up of a collection in aitl of the Mis­
sion, the services of the evening were concluded with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Ely. 
It had heeu suggested before the close, that the Missionaries would, after the be­
nediction, address such as might choose to remain, and a large number continued 
in their seats. After a few words from the Missionaries, and the Rev. Mr. 
Dwight, of Massachusetts, a relative of Mrs. Reed,-the Hon. Walter Lowrie 
Secretary of the United States Senate, and father of one of tl,e Missionaries, rose' 
and spoke of the feelings with which he was about to part with his eldest soo, anJ 
tl1e sentiments which he entertained in 1·espect to the enterprise. It would be im­
possible in this brief notice to give any idea of this address ; of the manner in 
which it was spoken, or the effect which it produced. Of the whole exercise on 
this most solemn and delightful occasion, it may be said, that it consLitutetl one of 
the n1ost interesting Missionary meetings which was ever held io this city. Long 
may the impression continue, and rich and abundant be its fruits in increased 
effort and prayer io behalf of the perishing Heathen t 






