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CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

September, 1834. 

I.-An Inqztiry into the r.auses th(/,t limit the .mccpss of 
Modern .11'/issions. 

IT is an interesting, and may be made a practical, subject 
of inquiry, why are not the efforts made at the present day to pro­
pagate Christianity attended with more success? or why are not 
modern missions accompanied by as evident tokens of the divine 
favour, and marked by as signal triumphs of the doctrines of the 
Gospel over the abominations of heathenism, as were the early 
efforts of the Church ? Is it that the heathen of the present day 
arc under reprobation, and given over by the common Parent of 
the human family to hopeless perdition, as one has discovered to 
be the case with the Hindus? or is it that too many, like that mis­
sionary, depending on human policy, which proves unavailing, and 
on human strength, which is powerless in this contest, are ready to 
give up the object in despair, because they have missed the only 
proper way of attaining it? These and other similar questions 
must arise in every mind sincerely anxious for the spread of the 
Gospel. 

It is not my _design, however, to go into a comparison of former 
with later times, or to examine the reasons why the labours of 
modern missionaries are not as successful as those of the first 
Apostles, but rather simply to inquire, why they are not 
more successful. If any suppose, that no comparison can 
be made, inasmuch as the Apostles were endued with 
power from on high, while modern missionaries, not having 
supernatural gifts, cannot expect apostolic success, I would 
remark, that although the Apostles had great gifts, they had also 
great difficulties to contend with. A 11 the learning and all the pow­
er of the world were against them-they had no human helps. Dut 
the missionary, though he has not the gift of tongues, or the power 
of working mimcles, has the printing press, with as many tongues 
as there are translations of the Scriptures, and can point all who are 
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in search of truth to numerous miracles wrought in attestation of 
Christianity, to a host of martyrs who have sealed their testimony 
with their blood, to the fulfilment of numerous prophecies, as so 
many proofs of its divine origin, and to the simple fact, that it has 
spre:icl, and is spreading, by means not human :-all which, to a 
reflecting mind at least, must be quite as convincing as to sec mira­
cles wrought. The truth is, that as the work of conversion is the 
peculiar work of God, now, as then, the same divine power must be 
exerted to give success to the preaching of the Gospel. Neither 
speaking with tongues, nor working miracles before their eyes, con­
verted men ; and perhaps the active zeal, pure love, and holy 
lives of the Apostles carried conviction to the heart of their hear­
ers, as much as their miraculous gifts. These were all means, 
in the hand of God, for extending the boundaries of the Church; 
and for aught that appears, the same means, or any others equally 
calculated to give all the glory to God, might be attended with 
as happy results. Indeed, we have reason to think, that without 
the gift of miracles being renewed to the Church, there will yet be 
a far more glorious and extensive triumph of the Gospel, than 
took place in the primitive ages. \\' e arc not left to ask doubt­
ingly, how can this be, for we have the sure word of prophecy, that 
it shall be; and " hath God said it, and shall he not do it? hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it good?" " I have sworn by my­
self," saith God," that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear." " It is not for us to know the times or the seasons 
which the Father hath put in his own power;" and in every in­
quiry into the reasons why the spread of Christianity is not more 
rapid, we are to refer all ultimately to the sovereign will of God. 
Bearing this in mind, and premising also, that with regard to par­
ticular instancfs of greater comparative success, or want of success, 
we &.re not competent to discover fully the causes of this difference, 
but can say only that He sendeth rain on one city, and not on ano­
ther, we may humbly endeavour to answer the inquiry, Why the 
(}/forts now made to propagate Christianity produce no more 
fJ'Uit. 

I. The first reason which I would venture to mention is, the 
small number of missionaries, and the feebleness with which they 
are supported. It may be thought, on comparing the number of 
missionaries now in the field, with that in the early ages of the Chris­
tian Church, that there can be no reason for attributing any want of 
comparative success to want of numbers. It may seem, on looking 
over the list, that" great is the company of the preachers." It is 
true, that it is greater th:m was probably the whole number of the 
disciples at the time of Christ's ascension. ,v e are told that heap­
peared to above five hundred brethren at on~e? and _this is the ~reat­
cst number mentioned. There are more m1ss10nar1es than tins now 
in the field. But in estimating their efficiency in extending Chris-
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tianity among the heathen, we must count those only who are ac­
tually labouring among the heathen. In doing this, we must make 
large deductions for invalids, much allowance for such as do not 
learn the native languages, so as to be effective labourers, and still 
more for those who, from peculiar circumstances, are engaged in 
work not strictly missionary. In most missionary fields, such is 
the insaluhrity of the climate, that no small proportion of those 
who enter it arc soon broken down, or disabled for their work. 
Some cannot, or do not learn the native languages ; and if they la­
hour at all with the natives, do it under such disadvantages that 
they are usually soon weary, and retire from the field. A greater 
class than either of these, though on the missionary list, are 
almost wholly employed in schools, in superintending translations 
or publications, in the management of temporal concerns, or in 
preaching as stated pastors over churches, and to Christian con­
gregations. It is not necessary to say that these are all usefully 
employed, that they arc doing as much good as though they were 
devoted more exclusively to the heathen, or that their employment 
is, in many cases, auxiliary to the missionary work. All this m:iy 
he granted ; but as they are not etl}clusively engaged in making 
known the Gospel to the heathen, they are not to be reckoned as 
so many full labom·ers in the missionary field*. \Vhen then all 
these deductions are made, we shall find in the ranks, instead of 
600 effective missionaries, less probably than half that number. 
There are in India at eighty stations, extending from Bombiy to 
Ilankok, and from Ceylon to Delhi, at the present time not far from 
130 missionaries, besidesa number ofassistantsandnative labourers. 
But we should err in thinking that the 200 millions, who may be 
supposed to inhabit the extensive and immensely populous regions 
around these stations, are enjoying the active and direct labours 
of these 130 missionaries. Were this the case, and were each 
missionary a Paul, what would they all be among so many? On 
the most self-denying, energetic, laborious system, there could be 
by no means a .pervading influence excited by 130 missionaries 
among 200 millions of ignorant, stupid idolators. It is like so 
many drops of fresh water thrown into the Dead Sea, the Sea of 
Sodom, in the expectation that its waters will become fresh, where­
as even the rains of heaven do not purify it. Dut when we con­
sider that of these 130, one-fifth, at almost any given period, are 

* The classification of our worthy correspondent does not, we tl1ink, ex­
hibit his usual discrimination. If to give their whole minds and their whole 
time to the heathen he any mark of exclusive devotion, then those who are 
engagecl in the education of the natives, or in translating the Scriptures 
for their use, have a claim among the foremost to the proud title of full 
labourers : none suffer more, none labour more, and perhaps none are equally 
successful. Indeed our correspondent's practice was a successful confuta­
tion of his own remark.-Eo. 
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on the sick list; another fifth arc perhaps, through 'Want of ability, 
or inclination, or family circumstances, not actively employed in 
d1•cl.1ring to the natives, in their own tongue, the wonderful works 
of God; and more than another fifth, in part or wholly, employed 
in various important labours, either as preparatory or auxiliary to 
missions among the heather., or in strengthening the things that 
remain and are ready to die among nominal Christians,-how few 
will be left to go forth into the highways and hedges of idolatry, as 
did great multitudes of the early Christians. Perhaps we could not 
have a fairer instance of what is actually done, on any considerable 
scale, than what this city affords. There are no doubt some fields 
with a few labourers more separated from European society, where 
the missionary is not obliged to preach the word first to his own 
countrymen, and where he directs his efforts immediately to the 
conversion of Pagans ; yet almost every mission of this kind is 
on a small scale. All the principal places, where there are a num­
ber of missionaries, will be found on examination to claim as much 
missionary labour for the Christian part of the population, as does 
Calcutta. There are on the list for this city and vicinity, thirteen 
missionaries with several assistants. Let it he considered how many 
of the~e, devoted to native labour, from their knowledge of the lan­
guage, their health, tl1eir zeal, and their actual engagement in 
preaching the Gospel to the heathen, publicly, and from house to 
house, are really effective missionaries; and how many, in various 
ways, arc necessarily occupied with other concerns. Let then an es­
timate he formed hy any one who has a knowledge of the subject, and 
applied to all India, of the amount ofreal missionary labour perform­
ed by 130 missionarie;; and their assistants,from what is done by thir­
teen missionaries and their assistants, in Calcutta. Let him extend the 
calculation through the world, and will he find that there is so much 
effected by 600 missionaries as to make it a matter of great surprise, 
that G00,000,000 heathen are not in a fair way of being speedily 
converted? \Vil I he not rather say, the means are totally inade­
quate, as respects the number of men employed? This is not all. 
There is a great deficiency as to the facilities given them for 
labour. They arc often straitened as to funds. If the mission­
ary is himself supported, he has not ample means for making the ut­
most of every advantage he might gain, by establishment ofscho~ls 
and Christian institutions, the circulation of tracts, and the free d1s­
trih1tion of the Holy Scriptures. A missionary, who by a residence 
of some )Cars has become inured to the climate, while one-half of 
tl1ose wlio came out with him have fallen victims to it, is allowed to 
wa~te l1is time in doing what another man might do just as well, or 
to waste his strength in the single-handed efforts of a common sol­
dier, when he is qualified to be the leader of_a ~aliant band of !1a­
tivc helpers, were but the means of quahfymg and ~upportmg 
them, put in his power. The progress of Christianity among the 
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heathen is therefore slow, because the labourers are few, and Le­
cause thry arc not effieirntly supported*. 

I I. The second reason which I would mention is, the want t!f 
Tight molh-es in missionaries, and in the church wltich send.,; 
tht•m forth. \Ve live in what is called the " Age of Benevolence," 
and there is every reason to believe that both missionaries, and 
those who support them, are in a good degree actuated by the 
spirit of the age. Still no doubt improper motives often influ­
ence hoth those who send and those who are sent ; and these may 
prevent the blessing. :!\I uch of a "orldly spirit often creeps into 
socit'tics, and there is something like a strife among them which 
shall be grP.atest, which shall have the largest income, or employ 
the most missionaries. To provoke one another to love and good 
works is well, and even that worldly emulation, which takes place 
between societies and sects of Christians, is by the Great Head of 
the church, turned to good account. But when, as it would seem 
is sometimes the case, to secure the patronage of the great, alli­
ances are entered into with those who have no real love to Chri;;t, 
and to increase a missionary fund, flattery, and praise, and ad­
dresses of thanks are multiplied, &o as to stir up the worst sediment 
of the human heart, can we expect that the stream of benevolence 
will run strong and clear from such a source? I reverence the 
opinion of the good and the wise who manage the benevolent so­
cieties of the day; I bow to the declaration of Scripture, "the earth 
helped the woman:" but I cannot think that he who looketh on 
the heart doth not regard the motives of those who support or direct 
Christian missions ; or that the money given from worldly motives, 
is equally valuable with that given from love to the Saviour, and 
to the souls of men. On the contrary, as we are told of some one 
whocaused his wages to be put into a bag with holes, so it may be with 
monies raised by intentionally addressing the corrupt passions of 
the natural heart. In the appropriation of these monies also, so-

• \l' e do not think this first reason a good one. Paul was single, and 
without funds ; yet in a few weeks he accomplished more than has lieen 
done here in many years. The mere number of missionaries is a very small 
thing III itself, and great only as evidencing the absence of the mis,iornry 
spirit in the Church. This, and the want of faith, are perhaps the true 
reasons for our comparati\'e want of success. In the early ages of the 
Church, e\'ery Christian was a missionary. He felt it to be as much a part 
of his duty to spread the knowledge of Christ, as to read his Bible, or keep 
holy the Sabhath day. Laws were made, embassies sent, wars waged for this 
purpose. Su well known is this fact, that Gibbon makes it the foundation 
of his attack on Christianity. The means were not always the best, hut the 
spirit was uni,·ersal. How different now; when a man thinks he has di,i_ 
charged his whole missionary duty by putting down his n,m1e in a subscrip­
tion book ! And well, if he even does so much! The othei· remarks of 
our correspondent are excellent. He has probed the wound with a bold, 
and yet a tender hand ; and we are confident, t_hat his paper will be read 
with interest by all who are friendly to missions.~Eo. 
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cieties miiy be influenced by a worldly spirit. In the choice of 
a missionary field, in the individuals to he sent, and in the prepa­
rations made, popular feeling and prejudice may be too much con­
sulted. There may be a worldly policy, instrad of that" wisdom 
which cometh from above." It would be invidious to mention in­
!itances where mmething of thi~ kind has appeared. The attentive 
observer of missionary transactions may find them ; and he will 
find too that such missions have been either purified or blasted. 
God will be honoured, and trusted too, in this work ; and he com­
mands us to "cease from man, whose breath is in his nostrils." The 
unassuming humble l\for:i.vians. going forward in the spirit of their 
l\laster, without worldly show or parade, have effected more, with 
very limited means, than some societies with tens of thousands a 
year, and under the patronage of many great names. 

The motives which govern missionaries themselves, however, are 
still more important in the account. If they engage in the sacred 
cause of mil'<sions, from ambition, love of noveltv, or the influence 
of any motives except love to God and men, tf1cre is a sufficient 
reason at hand, why missions do not prosper. God will be sancti­
fied in all them that approach him. But worldly motives creep into 
the hearts of the best men. The missionary, who leaves his native 
country full of love, and zeal, and humility, on finding his situa­
tion among the heathen more easy perhaps than he anticipated­
on being flattered by public notice of his labours-on seeing his 
name connected with some important mission, may insensibly find 
himself acting too much from worldly excitement, too much under 
the impression that what he does will be told of, and too little in 
the humble retiring spirit of his Master. He may, almost without 
knowing it, begin to do many things to be seen of men. Here is a 
danger common to all missionaries, and into which too many 
fall. In various other ways the better motives of a missionary 
may depreciate. By the dehilitating influence of a ddcterious 
climate, by the perverseness and unmingled depravity of the 
heathen with whom he comes in contact, he may lose much of his 
zeal and love. Sometimes a mere regard to character may keep 
him at his work, instead of deserting his post and returning home. 
By his peculiar situation, he may be liable to the influence of 
sectarian prejudice, and forgetting that, in becoming a missionary 
to the heathen, he entered upon the broad platform of Catholic 
Christianity, he may begin to frel a proselyting spirit, and perhaps 
unnecessarily turn away from the heathen, to extend the influ­
ence of his peculiar creed over nominal Christians. But as it 
would be endless to shew what improper motives may find a place 
in the heart of a missionary, so it is unnecessary to prove, that with 
such motives he cannot expect the blessing of God on his labours. 

3. Injudicious managem1mt of missions may be given as a 
reason why they are attended with so little success. The mis-
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sionary field is as yet comparatively untrodden. 'l'hc work is new, 
and much is to he learned hy experience. It is, therefore, no 
wonder that many missions languish, and some fail, for want of 
right management. In some instances, as in the first essays in 
the Society hlands, large missions, with a cumbrous train of mecha­
nics and artificers, have been fitted out, without a sufficient know­
ledge of the st1tte of the 111itives, or properly considering in what at­
titude Christianity might be~t be presented before them_ In others, 
as in the early missions to Southern Africa, missionaries have been 
sent out with too few helps for forming settlements and introduc­
ing the arts of civilized life. To some places men have been sent 
with families, who ought not to have been married-in others they 
have bcm sent single, when they should have had wives-some 
missions have been too large, and many too small-unsuitable men 
have been sent, and good men have been sent to unsuitable places, 
and new missions have sometimes been formed, while old ones were 
permitted to languish for want of support. In these and various 
other ways, the conductors of missions, like other men, have erred, 
and have had to le:1rn from experience. But my space will not al­
low of my dwelling on these, or of doing any thing more than men­
tioning two other rather prevalent mistakes, which, in some cases 
at least, still need correcting. These are, not attending enough to the 
principle of a division of labom, and not concentrating sufficiently 
the efforts made. No man can do every thing at once, and do all 
well. But some missionaries are obliged to be doctors, printers, 
school-masters, translators, and preachers of the Gospel, in two or 
three languages. This may be unavoidable, but it is not desirable; 
and in establishments where the labour may be divided, why should 
it not be so? To confine my remarks simply to preaching. There are 
some missions where there are regular congregations to be address­
ed in three languages, and where three missionaries take their turn 
in preaching to each of these congregations. Can they do it as 
well as each one could in one language ? If three or four mis­
sionaries are in a town, where there must be English preaching, and 
preaching to the natives in two languages, would it not be better that 
one should be set apart for the English preaching exclusively, 
and study to furnish himself abundantly for that work, and the 
others, each in a separate department, or departments, also give 
themselves wholly to their very arduous labours ? There would be 
enough to do, night and day, as long as heathens throng the streets; 
and difficulty enough in doing it, without any hindrance from other 
engagements, as long as the native mind and native customs are to 
be explored, so as to find access to their c:msciences, and a native 
language to be learnt, so as freely a.nd forcibly and feelingly to 
communicate abstract Christian truths. In fact, missionary labour, 
among the natives, cannot be done well without an almost entire 
devotedness to a single object; nor can it be done well, while the 
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efforts of missionaries arc scattered over a large field. There seems 
to be a singular mistake on this su~ject. A missionary st.1tion is 
often considered eligible almost wholly in proportion to the num­
ber of heathen around it ; as though they would all flock to the 
"tanclard, when that is once erected. A single missionm·y is therefore 
placed in a town of perhaps 20,000, and two where there are 
50,000, and half a dozen where there are some hundreds of thou­
sands. I would not be understood to deny the expedience of es­
tablishing missions in large towns: such have their peculiar advan­
tages, though I believe in general, as to native labour, they do not 
afford the best field ; but I deny the wisdom of sending a mission­
ary to cope with 20,000 heathens, in the expcC'tation of much im­
mediate i,uccess. He is lost :imong them. \Vere he in a small 
village, where he could become personally acquainted with those 
around him, where he could see the same faC'es every day, and col­
lect nearly the same congregations every Sabbath, where his influ­
ence would be felt, and his example daily seen, he might hope to 
make some impression. Some would be won by his good conver­
sation, and when the leaven began to work, it would spread, and 
even he supported by several brethren at small distances around 
l1im, in a similar situation. The influence of each, in his own 
sphere, might be exerted, until the circles met ; and then, from 
this well calculated spot, as from a common centre, they might 
each stretch into the surrounding forest of heathenism, and trans­
plant into it plants of righteousness from the garden, which they 
]iad so well tilled. In this way, the little leaven might leaven the 
whole lump. But scattering a few labourers over a vast 6eld, and 
filling their hands with every thing else in conjunction with that 
work which requires the whole mind, and heart, and soul, may he 
reckonecl among those mistakes which retard the progre~s of the 
gospel. 

4. There is often too much dependence placed nn the means 
U8ed for connerting the heathen. I have barely hinted at some 
of the dangers attending the moral machinery, which is put in 
motion for the propagation of Christianity. These dangers are not 
few, as respects those who employ it, even while it is doing great 
good ; hut what is more unfavourable, there is danger of its be­
coming useless, by being too much depended on. .A great system 
of societies, and stations, and missionaries, and schools, and col­
leges is got up; a great deal of machinery is put into motion, and 
great ellcets arc expected. It becomes: indeed, almost a matter 
of calculation, that so many schools and so many missionaries will 
produce so much effect; and when the number is sufficiently in­
creased, the world will be converted. But the world will never 
he converted by such calculations. "\Ve shall alike err in suppos­
ing that a certain course of preparation is necessary, before the 
heathen can be converted, and in supposing that, when this pre-
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par:ttion has been made, all will come flocking to Christ. "' e 
can judge only hy the ordinal'y course of l'rovidrncc and grace, in 
which the means arc usually in some dq!ree proportioned to the 
cm]: we need only know that to employ them is our duty; 
to gin them succes·~ i!' not of us, hut of the Lord. If we trust in 
them, we dishonor God. and render the means useless. If we sup­
pose that he cannot work until means, to a cert11in extent, have 
hern used, we limit his power and hinder his blessing. 

5 This leads to a fifth obstacle, which is want of .fai.th. 
Fmlue dependence on means produces want of dependence-sim­
ple dependence on God. The world is to be converted, we are 
ready to think, hy the ~radual increase of light and knowledge, 
according to certain known principles, on which we can calculate. 
"'hc-rc then this lig-ht and knowledge have not abounded suffi­
cirntly, we do not easily believe that conversions can take 
place. Hcurc the adult heathen of the present generation are 
vrr~• easilv given over to perdition, and our eyes are turned wholly 
to the rising generation. But not so with the Apostles. They 
went forth, simply trusting in the promise of God, preaching every 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with 
signs followin1,1;. The rising generation are undoubtedly altoge­
ther the most hopeful subjects of labour. It is so in all countries, 
hut, especially in a heathen land. But cannot the adult heathen 
he converted, and converted without a long course of preparatory 
labour? Look at Brainerd, in a wilderness, surrounded by savages. 
unable even to speak their language; and see these savages, under 
a single sermon, and that through an interpreter, melted down so 
as to weep and sob like children, and cry out for mercy. I need not 
mention other instances, though they are not wanting even at the 
present day. It is the saying of men who judge only on worldly 
principles, and know not the power of God, that the adult heathen 
cannot he converted; and it ought not to find any place in 
the mind of a Christian. much less of a Christian missionary. 
It will paralyze·all his efforts. If the thought is cherished, it will 
effectually prevent his success. He must have faith in the power 
and grace of God. He must remember, it is " not by might or by 
power, hut by the Spirit of the Lord," that the work is to go for­
ward. He must depend on this every moment. 'l'he church at home 
too must depend on the influences of the Spirit inf(titlt. If not, we 
can~ot expect success. It is_ said concerning a certain city that 
Christ could not do many mighty works there, "because of their 
unbelief." 

6. The last obstacle which I shall mention is, the u.•ant of a 
SJ?i~-i~ of fervent 1t1!ited prayer for tlte _il!fluences of the Holy 
Spznt. \,V e1·e but tl11s obstacle removed,-m other words, did such 
a spirit universally prevail, the work of conversion would roll 
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on like a torrent overcoming every obstacle. A nation would be 
born in a day. It is the all-awaking. all-pervading, almighty in­
fluences of the S I'll! 1 T which is needed to make the dry bones live. 
They would be obtained in answer to prayer. God means what 
he says, " Ask and ye shall receive; open thy mouth wide, and 
I will till it." It is not consistent with the order which God has 
bern pleased to institute, to send his Holy Spirit, except in a_nswer 
to prayer. He sent his SON in answer to prayer. Clrnst lumself 
prayed fur the descent of the Spirit. The Apostles met wit~ one 
accord, prayed, ancl the Spirit came clown as a rushing mighty 
wind, and filled all the house \f here they were sitting. Three 
thousand were converted at once. In modern times, similar, though 
inferior, effects have been witnessed-hundreds in Christian lands, 
at the same time, and in the same place, have been deeply impress­
ed with the power of truth, and constrained to cry out, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do." In heathen countries there have been 
evident effusions of the Spirit. In all these cases, the blessing has 
been preceded by the fervent supplications of Christians. Awaken­
ings among impenitent sinners are preceded by revivals in the 
church. God will be entreated of to do these things for us, and 
he has not said, " Seek ye my face in vain." \Vere then the 
church united, and instant in prayer for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, what might we not expect ? The influences of the Spirit 
would come down as the rain, as showers that water the earth. 
The church would be refreshed; would be purified; would be pre­
pared to arise and shine, her light being come, and the glory of the 
Lord arisen upon her. Christians would bring thrir gold and sil­
ver, with a willing mind, and with right motives, into the treasury 
of the Lord ; and follow their offerings with their prayers. Mis­
sionaries would feel the blessed influence: they would be more unit­
ed-united even as " the heart of one man," and receive the fulfil­
ment of the prayer of Christ that they might" be one, that the world 
might know that he has sent them;" they would become more holy, and 
be indeed living epistles of Christ, known and read of all men. They 
would risr high in personal religion, and thus remove many obsta­
cles to the progress of truth, from their own inconsistencies 
and sins. They would preach the word with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven. Then would " truth spring out of the earth, 
and righteousness look down from heaven." Yea, " the heaven 
would pour down righteousness, and God, even our own God, would 
bless us. God would bless us, and all the ends of the earth would 
see his salvation." 

w. 
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II.-Native Essays on En_qlish Education with, or without 
Religion. 

[We insert this communicntinn with great pleasure for twn reasons; first, unnvoid11ble 
cngagrmrnts prrventinp: the 11uthor of the series of p111iers cntitlerl " Education 
with, or with,,ut Relil!:ion," from supplyinir us in time for this 1nonlh with his 2nd 
communirntion, this paper very opportunely supplies the <iefiriency. 2. 111 a late No. 
of the Litnnry Gazette, there was puhlishecl a ,·ommnnication u11dc.- the sip:nature 
4!1'.. containing a letter from a person who had acquired a mere smattering of Eng­
lish, \\·hirh in that rommuniration is exhibit.Pd as a favourahle specimen of the ex­
tent to "hid• our lnng-uage is g-t•ocr11lly acquire1l h~, respectable native~. Snrelythe 
perusal of such " paper as thr following, cxhihitin~ the superior manner in which 
a whole rlass of native boys, nll t>ven now at school, ran expr('~S thrir idras in Eog­
Jish, will correct such misrepre~enta1ion, anll und<'ceivc those who still maintain 
thnt a competent knowle<lg:e of the lang:uap:e is unattainable by the youth of this 
t"ountry. AccumulRted facts are rnpidly overthrowin~ such theories, and will soon 
leave us to wonder that they were ever in<lulgcd.-En.] 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
GE~TLEMEN, 

Being much interested in the question of" Education with, or 
without Religion," which is now being so ably discussed in your 
pages, it occurred to me that it could be seen to great advantage 
from a somewhat different point of view. The advanta:res of a 
Christian education, its desirableness, its very necessity in the pre­
sent circumstances of the country, and our plain and imperative 
duty to give this, and to give none else, since we have the choice, 
are great, and I may now add, demonstrated truths. Rut while 
we are striving by argument to brin!! over all to the good cause, 
experience has come over to our side, and enrolled itself under 
our banners. It is my intentior. shortly, and as far as practicable 
in this early stage of the two system~, to investigate and to con­
trast their results; and to show, that even already there is a 
strongly marked line of demarcation between them, a line not un­
perceived by the Hindus themselves. In the mean time, it may 
not be uninteresting to your readers to see how these things are 
viewed by the young men, who are most concerned in the decision. 
With a view to elicit this, the question of '' Education with or with­
out Religion," was given lately as the subject of an exercise to a class 
of young Hindus in a Christian school. All, with the exception 
of one, were in favour of a Religious Education. His essay is 
given verbatim. As there were so many, to save space I have 
selected arguments from several of the others, with no other alter­
ation than a few verbal corrections. They are of course common­
place ; but as coming from Hindu lads, and bearing on a great. 
question, I trust you will find room for them in an early number. 

Essay against a Religious Education. 
Not to mention the changes which the progress of Clu·istianity has 

brought upon every other religion in this country, what extraordinary rnsults 
have they suffered from the "ery literature of the English people! 
Astronomy, one of the books of English education, is eve1· a "sharp wea­
pon which strikes all other religions, and in the eye of reason over­
thrnws them." For instance, in Hinduism the ea1th is considered 

2 K 2 
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as onP of their Tlrbto.~, and the sun that lie:hts it in tl1e dav as one of thPii' 
principal _qnds; and almost every Hinrlu that worships, miores him as the 
l'\,q,r<>me llt'i11g, and arlmires him for his power and hPneficPnce : whilst in 
E111.dish ast-ronomy, the first is considered as a planPt, and the hitter 
as a collt'l'tion of light, and nothing more; and if one rloes admire, he 
wonltl ratht'r arlmire the Creator for his powe1· aud heneficence, than the 
creature which has no power in itself. 

In Himlui,m lht> P<trth i,; supposed to he fixed in one plare,, and the sun 
to turn ronnrl ahout it ; in English astronomy 1>i1·11 rers,1; consequently 
the~e two <'an not possihly he taug-ht toitet hl'r. A nrl the same thing will 
bP ~epn, taking Mahometimism with an Enirlish erlncation. Hut almost all 
other 1·pliirions that do Pxist in India, have these two for their common 
source, and are mPrP rorruptions or impro,·ements of thl'm. Therefore in 
a word, no other rPliµ-ion can he taught tog-1•ther with Eng-lish education, 
lnit that of tl1e same nation, whif'h rather treats of the one livin11; and trne 
f;.,(), anrl of the wa.y to sah·ation, th:111 of the sun, moon, earth, &c. &c. 
J\fy poor humble opinion is, that religion oug-ht not to he taught with an 
E11µ·lish rdueation to hoys; as for grown-np men I say they may be taught, 
or l'\'PII may be!,(in m, English ed11catio11 with relig-ion, because then their 
ryes of rem,on are opPn, and however dull they may he, they will under­
stand ,onwthing ahont it; or if not, thPy nel'et· will. But as for young 
hoY~, their unrlerstaruling-s :ire fiddl', and, for an!!,"ht I can see, they will 
noi1• t<1ke one religion to he true, aml wlwn thPy are grown Uj) they may 
think othl'rwise. And not only so, hut relig-ion is too diffil'lllt a thing for 
thPm to 111uler,tanrl, hpcausP, why, I ask, are the young boys that hPgin :in 
Eng-lish e1J11,.a.tion, 11ot t;rnµ·ht rnatht'matic,;? Is it not because they 
('a1111"t 1111tl1•rstan,I it? and how then shall they under,;tand religion, 
wl,ich is mu<'h morp 1lillif'11lt for them to understand than mathematics? 

PNsons may say, that when young men have known the fallacy of the 
nli;.,;""" m!"ntioned, arul 110 true religion is intro,luced to them, they shall 
]ia1·e ,trn11i..:·e notions aliont Yirtue and vice. and shall commit sins without 
anv restraiut; hut I thinl< that ~11me, other measure mav he taken which 
sh;111 he of as mu,·h g-ood to them as rPligi•m, and which li·ke a g·ood shield 
will resi4 all sort~ of temptations, with however much force they may come, 
without ;my 1·eligion being- given to them; and that is morality, (pure mora­
lity without the mixture of any thing else) taken from any other book or 
from the Bible, :,s that is known to he the hest. This will, like a hridle, 
keep thPm from running- into the clecp ditches of sin, and will lead them 
to pm:;; thPir lives a~ hlamPlessly, at least until they find any religion for 
thPmselve,, as men of rPligion generally do. 

1\/orcover, 111·1•j11dice has such an inllnencing power m·er young minds, 
that almost no rt>ason in the world is able to shake their notions of those 
things in favour of which they arc prejudiced. Instances of this are so 
very numerous that I need not mention any. 

Arguments infin•our o.f E,!uratfon C11mbined with Religion. 
1. Jmpoi·trmre of nn early Religio11.1· Ed11cntirm.-W e all know that we 

must give an ae1·01mt of our a<"tions hert>after, and be punisht'd or re­
wardl'cl accordingly. \'Vould it not therefore, he worth our while to think 
early what :idions will finally bring upon us rlivine wrath, and which re­
ward? 1\111) if the,e thi11gs in whieh we :,re hut little con1·,•rn1·d he worth 
learninl{ in the early part of our life, why slloulcl religion he neg-lected? 
\Vhat is thPre so important, or so calculate,l to promote our happiness 
that it should superccrle this study, the peeulia1· proviuce or which is to 
prt-p;irp man for the next world, anrl to exert g·reat inlluence over his con­
duct hrrc? 

2. Argunwnt from their umal etferfs.-It must he granted hy all that 
Educat10n with Religion generally makes a man hurnl,le, industrious, pa. 
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tient, socinhlP, civilizPd, anrl moral. On the other hand, if Education 
without relig-ion 11HIJ/ 110 the same, it scarcely ever does so. For instance, 
the H intlns <lo not e,lucate theil' rhildren religiouslv; anrl the fruits of 
this I nee,l not mc11tin11, for thev are known to all. N'ow here is a sim11le 
question, which I ap11eal to the l"0mmon const>nt of manlcill(), \Vhcther 
is it g-ood to rl'ject the more certain for the less certain? J douht not. t~at 
the follv of this will he j!;ranted ; and if so, then Education with religion 
is hettei- than Education without reliirion. 

3. 'J'l,r, d1111_qer qf d1•lfly greater //urn the dan_(Jer qf misf11kP.-Some say, that 
it is hetter to study reli/1,"iou after l'rlucation, bl'ca11,.;e there are several 
r<-lig-ions, and !'very one pretends to he true, and boys cannot ju'.lg·e he­
twl'en thl' riµ-ht and the wrong, and so may become follower, ol " false 
rPliµ;ion, which may lead them into eternal misery; whereas if thPy study 
when tlwv are grown up. they may examine, anrl find thP truth of any, 
l,efore c>mhracing it. But we see that persons, who ha\'e heen educated 
in om• ri,li;('ion, hal'e the s;;me right as they have to examine others, and 
ma,, he co1l\'ert!'<l immediatelv after thev find the truth: whereas if a man 
di!'~, hPfore emhrariug any i·eli1tion, what will be his exc11se before God? 
\Viii he he excu,etl hy merl'ly saying, that he was inelil,\"ious !•ecause he 
knew not which religion was true, or hecause he wa;, not of sufficient age? 

4-. Rdi_qion necrssar.lJ to ,-lteck the growth of evil lutf,if.~.-As men are sin­
ners, their minds are always willing enough to 1)0 evil: and as long as 
thE>y are without religion, ( which is the only way of directing us from 
doing mischief) all evils grow up, and send forth their roots in the heart, 
from which it will he 1lifficult to take them out. But if thev he religious 
from their infancy, these e,·ils m~y be easily taken out: foi we see, as a 
matter of fact, that the roots of a young plant may be taken out more 
easilv than tho~e of an old tree. 

5. • E11gli.~h Education presuppous a knou·ledge of the Bihfe.-.\n English 
e1lucation cannot be taught without some knowle,lge of the Bible, because 
all the best moral writers in the Eng-lish language have written their works 
with a reference to the Bihle. And as historv cannot well he understood 
without Geography, so hooks of morality cani10t well he understood with­
out a knowledii:e of the Bible. 

Ii. Argw11e11{ from History.-Most of the illustrious persons in France 
l'eceiverl the highest education, and thereby perceive,) the fallacy of Ro­
man Catholidsm, and the tyranny of its priests. Therefore they th1·ew 
from their minds every notion of God, or, in other words, became infideb. 
The effects of this (as traced in the character of the people) show a horri­
ble pictu1·e of the degradation of human nature. But if this peo11le had 
introduced true religion with an early education, how happy they might 
have been! 

1. Argmnrnt .from e.rperience.-Many young men of this country l'eceived 
a hii;he1· l'ducation, which in many of their minds, overthrew the religion 
of their native land. These called themselves, ' Liherals,' and, for a short 
time, became such desperate characters, that they did every kind of wick­
edness that tlwy could. think of : and so, from their conduct, most of our 
countrynll'n despised the education which they received, and imagined it 
to he the cause of their wickedness. 

8. Co11c/1uion.-Education without religion might be good for men. if 
we could be sure that dei.th was the entire end of the human soul. But 
tl_iis is not the case. It is therefore our duty, and that of all men to pl"O­
nde means for the preservation of the soul, which Religion only can afford. 
Besides, if it is the will of parents to see their chiltlren, humble, gen­
tle, merciful, innocent and obedient, they must educate them in the fear 
of the Lord, and lead them throu11;h the way which God has shown for Sal­
\'ation. 
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III.-Millenarian En·ors. 
[Continued from p. 329.] 

(No. IX. 

IV.-The Resur,·ection of the ,f,,st and Un.f,tsf.-The Mil­
lenarians believe, that ALL the saints are to J>ise upwards of a 
thousand years before the wicked. and are to live and reign with 
Chri,t, during this period, upon the earth. This doctrine, they 
suppose to he found in Rev. xx. 4, 5, " And I Raw thr,mes, and 
they sat upon thrm, and judgment was g-iven unto them : and I 
saw the souls of them that were hehearlerl for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipp::d the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their fore­
heads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ 
a thousand years. But the rest of the dead Jived not again till 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection." 
,v e l1avc already hinted at the uncertainty that must always 
attend all doctrines founded upon unfulfilled prophecy : but before 
proceeding to show the error of the Millenarians on the point now 
in question, the reader will, no doubt, hear with a few remarks on 
these celebrated verses. Observe, 1. That it is not here said, that 
ALL the saints are to rise and ~eign with Chri~!; hut those only 
"who were beheaded for the witness of ,Jesus, &c. 2. It is not 
said, that their bodies are to be raised; but their " souls" only 
were seen living and reigning with Christ. 3. From mention 
being made of their souls only, it is natural to infer, that the 
resurrection spoken of, is to be understood as merely spiritual, the 
same as that mentioned in Rev. xi. 3, 7, 8, 11 ; a transaction which 
all expositori-. agree in thinking has already taken place, and which 
must have been spiritual. And 4. If a spiritual resurrection only 
be meant, we should judge that we are to explain it by M al. iv. 
5, and Matt. xvii. 12, 13, "Behold, I send you Elijah the pro­
phet." "But I say unto you, that Elias has already come. Then 
his disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the 
Baptist." As John the Baptist was not literally Elijah, but was 
similar to him in almost every respect: so there will be, during 
the millenial age, many found, of a kindred spirit and character 
with the martyrs of ages past. And if this be so-if professincr 
Christians will, during this period, be like those holy and devoted 
men who laid clown their lives for the Saviour, blessed and holy 
will he indeed be, who then lives. 

In this attempt at the exposition of th~sc si11gular verses, sure­
ly there is nothing forced or unnatural. Scripture is made to ex­
plain scripture, the most certain method of interpreting God's 
I10Iy word. Let us, however, now proceed to the quotation of 
a few passages, which will prove unquestionahly that the righte­
ous are not to rise upwards of a thousand years before the wicked ; 
but that both are to appear almost simultaneously. John v. 28, 
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29, " Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that arc in the grnves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
and thcv that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." 
1 Thcs

0

s. iv. 16, " For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heavm with a shout; and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 
2 Thcss. i. 7-9. "The Lord Jesus shall he revealed from heav­
en with his mighty angt>ls, in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord J csus Christ : who shall be punished with everlast­
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord.'' John vi. 40. 
" And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one who 
seeth the Son, and heliei,et/i on him, may have everlasting life: 
and / will 1·aise him up at the last day." John xii. 48, "He 
that rcjecteth me, ancl receivcth not my words, hath one that judg­
eth him : the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
at the last day." The first of these passages proves, that the 
righteous and wicked are t,i rise at the same hour. The second 
and third taken together prove, that the time of the resurrection 
of the s,iints is the very time of the everlasting destruction of the 
wicked ; for both take place at the personal appearing of the 
Saviour. And the fourth and fifth prove, beyond the shadow of 
a doubt, that the day of the resurrection of believers, is the iden­
tical day on which the wicked are to be judged. No more, we 
should think, need be said on this topic*. 

V .-The .final jud_qment of the riyhteous and um·ighteou,s.­
The doctrine of the Millcnarians on this head teaches, that up­
wards of a thousand years are to elapse between the judgment 
of the saints and sinnerst. The passages quoted under the li\st 
division amount to a demonstration that this will not be the case ; 
for they declare in the plainest language, that both are to take 
place at the same hour, at the time of Christ's personal appear­
ance, and on the same dn!J. But in order to strengthen this view 
of the subject, .let the following quotations be subjoined. Matt. 
xxv. 31, 32, " ,vhen the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he ~it upon the throne 
of' his glory : and before him shall be gathered all nations : and 
he shall separate them the one from the other, as a shepherd divid­
eth his sheep from the goats.'' :Matt. xiii. 38-43, " The field 
is the world ; the good seed are the children of the kingdom, but 

" ·we fear that this is far from being satisfactory. The i\Iillenarians 
hold the general resurrection, but they <lo not hold that the first resurrHC­
tion is the day of juclgment. Here, therefore, there is no necessary incon­
sistency .-En. 

t As befo1·e intimated, we apprehend this is a mistake of our correspond­
ent. \Ve are not aware of any Millenarians who hold the opinion he here 
attributes to them.-Eo. 
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the tare~ arc _the childr~n of the wic~ed one; the enemy that 
sowcth them 1s the devil ; the harvest 1s the end of the world ; and 
the reapns are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered 
mid burned in the lire ; so shall it he in the end of this world. 
The Son of man ~hall send forth his angels, and they shall ga­
ther out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace of fire ; there shall he 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the l.ingdom of their :Father." In the former of these 
passages the righteous and the wicked are represented as being judg­
ed at the same moment of time, and not at the distance of a thou­
sand years frnm each other. And in the latter, the same doctrine is 
as unequivocally and explicitly taught. To these also add the 
parables of the wise and foolish virgins, and the talents. Matt. 
,cxv. 1-30, where the same sentiments are exhibited in the 
c:leart'st manner. A II arc invariably represented, both good and 
bad, as reckoned and drnlt with at one and the same period. 

VI.-The Restoration of the Jews to Judea; the Disconery 
of the Teu F1 il,es; and the Rebuilding of Jerusalem. 01· of some 
other grand city called the JVew Jerusalem.-\Ve have elassed 
these sc\'eral particulars together, and put them last, principally 
because we arc aware that though they make a capital part of the 
millenarian scheme. yet they are held by others who have not cm­
haced the sentiments already exposed. The l\lillenarians believe, 
that all the above events will take place at or about the commence­
ment of' the millenium. It is possible, nay, perhaps very pro­
bable, that amidst the political revolutions to which nations are 
subject, the Jews may again he put, as a distinct and independ­
ant people, in possession of the holy land : but it may gravely be 
questioned, whether this be a subject of prophecy, or in any way 
counectcd, more than other events of a similar kind, with the glo­
rious era of the millenium. The New Testament docs not ap­
pear even to hint at the restoration of the Jews to Judea; and 
the greater number of passages usually brought forward from the 
Old Testament to establish this point seem to have had their ac­
complishmeut in the lleturn from Babylon. But this, after all, is 
a subject that will bear to be contested. 

As to the discovery of what arc called the lost tribes, we fear 
th;s is as hopeless as that of the philosopher's stone. There does 
not appear to he the smallest evidence in the inspired record to prove 
that they ever were lost ; but every thing to ,-ubstantiate the op­
posite opinion. They were originally placed in Assyria and Me­
dia, 1 Kings xv. 29; xviii. 11, and though permitted by Cyrus 
and Artaxerxes, Ezra i. 3. vii. 13, to return, with the tribe of 
Judah, to Judea, the greater part do not appear to have availed 
themselves of the privilege; for we find that, twenty years after­
wards, when Haman's wicked decree went forth, they were scatter-
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ed abroad and dispersed through all the hundred and twenty­
seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, Esther iii. 8. It 
is true, that those who were thus scattered are called Jews; but 
it is impo,sible that such a body of people could h:ivc been wholly 
of the tribe of J u<lah. They could, for the most pai-t, be none 
other than the ten tribes, and in these provinces they appear to 
have been existing clming the time of our Saviour ; for we find 
that at the day of Pentecost, mentioned in s\cts ii. 1-11, "There 
were dwl'lling at J crusalem, Jews, devout men, out of every na­
tion under heaven ; Parthians, and Medcs, and Elamites, and 
the dwellers in ;\lesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, 
in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, 
and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of 
Rome, ,Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians." Besides, 
we are certain that the place of their residence was known in the 
time of the Apostle James ; for he directs his epistle to them, 
i. 1: " James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes iv!tich are scattered abroad." 1Vould he 
have thus written had he been ignorant of the abode of the ten 
tribes ? The Apostle Paul also makes mention of them, Acts 
xxvi. 7- And in addition to all this, we no where find that Peter, 
who was expressly appointed by the Holy Ghost, Gal. ii. 7, to 
preach to the descendants of Abraham, ever went in search of them, 
which he would unquestionably have done, had he believed in their 
existence in a distinct part of the world. The truth of the mat­
ter is, that the .Jews, who are now found in every country of the 
globe, are the people of the twelve tribes. They are, according 
to the prnphecies which went before on them, scattered " among 
all people from the one end of the earth, even unto the other." 
The idea, therefore, of the ten tribes living in a land at present 
unknown is without foundation, or rather has no other foundation 
than the assertion of the visionary author of the second book of 
Esdras, xiii. 40, 45, " Those are the ten tribes which were carri­
ed away prisoners out of their own land, in the time of Osea the 
king, whom Salmanasar the king of Assyria led away captive, and 
he carried them over the waters, and so came they into another 
land. But they took this counselamongthemselves,thattheywould 
leave the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a further 
country, where never man dwelt, that they might there keep their 
statutes, which they never kept in their own land, and they enter­
ed into Euphrates by the narrow passages of the river. For the 
Most High then shewed signs for them, and held still the flood, 
till they were passed over. For through that country there was 
a great way to go, namely, of a year and half; and the same re­
gion is called Arsareth." This, with the sayings of one or two 
credulous, or rather credulous-making Jews of the 12th and 13th 
centuries, is, we believe, the only ground upon which both Jews 
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and l\Iillenarians rest their opinions respecting the ferra iw:o_qnita 
of the ten tribes. ,vhat then must we think of the wisdom of 
those men, who spend so much time and treasure, and who en­
counter so many dangers, in searching for this people ? They 
seek what was never lost ; and are in chase of a mere phantom 
of their own imaginations*. 

The idea of the rebuilding of ,J crusalcm, or of some other 
grand city, called the N cw J crusalem, is founded chiefly on the lat­
ter part of the prophecies of Ezekiel, and the 21st and 22nd chap­
ters of Revelation. To say nothing of the worldly nature of such 
an anticipation, there is surely enough in the description of the 
New Jerusalem by John, to make every one doubt whether a li­
teral city at all he meant, or whether any thing whatever on earth 
be intended. Can any one believe in the literality of a tangible 
and visible city, "descendin,q from God out t~f heaven?'' Or 
can any one supposP, that there ever will be a city on earth which 
will contain " the throne of God and the Lamb," and in which 
there " will be no more cmsc ?" xxii. 3, 4. The things said of 
the New Jerusalem arc sutficient to make every sober-minded man 
pause long, before he gives it a literal interpretation, or places it in 
this lower world. 

Thus, we have endeavoured to present, in a scriptural light, the 
subject before us to the eye and mind of the reader, unconscious to 
ourselves of either having misrepresented the sentiments of the 
Millcnarians, or endeavoured to confute them by wresting any pas­
sage from its real meaning. It may, perhaps, be thought, by 
some, that the erroneous doctrines in question are of no great mo­
ment, since they do not seem naturally to be attended with any 
practical consequences. This, however, is a great mistake. Mil­
lenarian opinions have almost always been accompanied with a 
practice, which has, at some times, been pernicious, and, at other 
times, ridiculous. The latter is ,·ery much the case in the pre­
sent day. Churches, and chapels, and other places have become 
spots where scenes the most singular, if not the most lamentable, 
arc exhibited. Men and women, under the self-wrought impres­
sion of the speedy descent of Christ upon the earth, are to be seen 
starting up in the midst of assemblies, and howling out in tones 
almost unearthly, "He is coming, he is coming, repent ye, flee 
ye," &c. &c. Such conduct as this brings religion into contempt 
·with the ungodly : and the sentiments which give rise to such 
proceedings will, we are persuaded, ere long lead the unconverted 
of their votaries into scC'pticism and infidelity, and cause the truly 
pious, who may have fallen into such errors, to be hardly able to 
lift up their heads from very shame amongst men. The former, 
not finding their expectations realized, will first doubt of the truth 

"' Arguments for the prohahle existence of the Ten Tribes will he found 
in the No. of our work for January, 1833; to which we beg leaye to refer 
our rcaders.-En. 



SF.PT, 1834.] B,.i<f Memoir, <S·c. 445 

of those prophecies on w~1ich t_heir hopes w_er~ placed: and, ne,xt, 
discredit the whole book m wl11ch such pred1ct10ns arc found. 'I he 
latter havincr had " the "Ood work" hcg-un in them, will still be 
kept ~leaving to the Savio;..; but tlwy will, not ~nding their _views 
of prophecy veriliccl, be compelled to_ ~etracc their stcrs, and m do­
ing so, they will require no small l~um1hty to confess thc~r errors, a~d 
no small patience to hear up agarnst the taunts to winch they will 
he exposed on account of the extravagancil's into which they had 
fallen. " Be not caniccl about with divers and strange doctrines: 
for it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace." 

L. 

IV.-Bl'it'.f Jfemoir of t!te lnte Rev. JV. Carey, D. D. 
r Abridged from Rev. Dr. Marshman's Funeral Sermon.) 

Dr. Carey was born, August 17th, 1761, at Panier's Perry, in 
Northamptonshire, a village a few miles from Northampton. His mother 
died when he was young; and his father, who was prncentor in the esta. 
blishe,I church at Panier's Perry, was at that time destitute of a know. 
ledge of the S,wiour, although his son had reason to hope that his eyes 
,vere opened to his true state before he died. Though brought up in some 
degree aC'quainted with Christianity, therefore, he was not di1·ected to the 
Saviour of the worl<l by his father, for he was unhappily igno1·a11t of the 
Saviour himself. At the aire of fifteen he was apprenticed to a shoe-maker 
in the village of Piddinglon, ten miles from Pauler's Perry,-a master of 
honest report as an industrious man, but whose lol'e to Christ, if he pos­
sessecl any, nen•r urged him to win young Carey to the Sa,·iour. Still, con. 
Yersations which he often had with a fellow-apprentice, named John \Vard, 
first led him to reflect closely on his state as a sinnei· before God ; and his 
occasionally hearing the Rev. Thomas Scott, author of the Commentary on 
the Bible, who was th,m minister at Ra,·enstone, a village a few miles dis­
tant, tended to increase these convictions. At length he met with the ex. 
cellent l\lr. Hall's" Help to Zion's Travellers," which (he often told me) 
did more toward gidng him just ideas of himself as a sinner, and of the 
way of salvation, than all he had ever read or heard before, and encourag­
ed him finally to give himself up to the Lord Jesus Christ, to be saved in 
his own way, wqen he was about l•ighteen years old. 

Left wholly to his own judgment, he thought he saw many things in the 
Establishe,l Church, in which he had hitherto been hrought up, which he 
could not reconcile with the Scriptures ; ancl at length a sermon he heard 
from Heh. xiii. 13," Let us therefore go forth without the camp bearing his 
reproach," led him at once to forsake it, and cast in his lot with a 
few poor people near him of the Baptist denomination. • 

Before he was twenty, a numher of persons in a village a few miles from 
bis, _rame to hi~1 _one Lord's day, and urg~d him, as they were that day 
destitute of a mm1ster, to come over and give them an exhortation from 
the word of God. With much reluctance 1111d fear he complied with their 
wish ; and they felt themselves so much instructed by what he had told 
them from the Scriptures, that they asked him again, and then again ; and 
in a year or two he consented to become the pastor of that small church at 
Moulton, where he continued, until, in 1788, he was prevailed upon to re­
move to Leicester. 

In this interval, he became acquainted with the Rev. John ( afterwards 
Dr.) Ryland, :.bout seven years older than himself, then an assistant to his 

2L2 
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fathPr in the Gospel ministry at Northampton, by whom he was soon after 
haptized: ancl about the same time with the Rev. John Sutcliff of Olney, 
whose church he joined, and the Rev. Andrew Fuller of KPttering, also 
liis s('nior hy about seven years. These four, possessed of kindred minds, 
l[radually formed a union with one another, never interrnpted in this life, 
:irHl whil'h eternity itself will ne,·e1· dissolve. \Vith these, with i\fr. 
Thomns Scott, and with the Rev. Robert Hall of Arnsb,,, father of the 
late Rohp1•t Hall of Bristol, and author of" Help to Zion's Travellers,' 
whom he esteemc>d al111\·e all the rc>st as a minister, Carey spent the first 
ten years of his Christian life, to his unspeakable advantag·e. 

lli~ desire for the sah·ation of the heathen appears to have sprung up in 
his own mind, without any fostering from without. As soon as that work ap­
pParecl, he rParl Cook's Voyages ; and the state of the islanclPrs in the South 
Seas, dPeply impressing his mind, led to a train of thought which ended 
in the full ronvidion, that it was a duty binding on Christians now, as well 
as in the Apo~tles' days, to carry the Gnspel to thp heathen in every part 
of the world. This conviction affected him so strnngly, that it hecame at 
length irrepres~ihle; and he con~tantly conversed on the suhjPct with surh 
of his friPnds as appeare<I most eminent for spirituality of111i11cl. Being one 
day at Birminglrnm, ahout the year 1785, he mentionerl his dews to a fe,v 
friC>ncls there ; upon which one of them said," If you will write your thoughts 
on this ,uhject, I will he at the expense of hringing them through the 
pres~." A11imated with this, Carey replied, that ifhe could not prevail on 
1mme one else to undertake it, he would attempt it himself. " \Veil,'' said 
his friend, "remember that I ha,·e your promise, from which you can not 
rerede." On returning home, Carey rnentionPcl the imhject to his friends 
Fuller and Ryland, urging them to undertake this task. They re,11ectively 
excused themsPlve5, and advised him to beg-in writing without delay, but 
not to print his tlioughts immediately. It is probable that he dicl this ; 
for we fincl it said in the Periodical Accounts, that he w1·ote the piece on 
missions as early as 1786, 

The missionary feeling however appeared to gather strength in the minds 
of his three friends, Fuller, Sutcliff, and Rrlancl. About 1784, Mr. Sut­
cliff, with the hope of promoting personal religion around him, reprinted a 
tract of President Edwards, intituled, "A Humble Attempt to pl'Omote Ex­
plicit Ag-rePmrnt and visible UJliION in Extraordinary PRAYER, for the RE­
v1v,u of RELIGION." This gave rise to those monthly prayer-meetings for 
the ,pread of the Gospel both at home and ahroad, which grnclually spread 
wider and wider among those who loved the Saviour, till at length they now 
fill nearly the whole of the Christian world. These four hrethren also 
made it a point to ohsene a day of fasting and prayer together monthly, 
with a "iew to tl,is ohjrct and the growth of religion in their own minds, 
which tended to strengthen the sacred flame. Two sermons were at length 
preached at a meeting of ministers at Clipstone, in April, 1791, one on 
" Jealousy for the Lord of Hosts," by Mr. Sutcliff, from 1 Kings, xx. 10, 
" I have been very jealous for the Lord of Hosts," and another, " On the 
Pernicious Influence of Delay in Religious Concerns," by Mr. Fuller, from 
Haggai, i. 2, " Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying, This people say, 
The time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built-Is it 
time for you, 0 ye, to dwell in your own ceiled houses, and this house lie 
waste ?" After these services, Mr. Carey proposed this as a question for 
the ministers to discuss; " \l'hether it be not practicable, and our bound­
en duty, to attempt something toward spreading the Gospel in the heathen 
world ?" And as the puhlic services which included these two sermons had 
been attended with unusual solemnity, this question was managed by these 
ministers with earnest concern relative to exerting themseh-es for the 
enlargement of the Saviour's kingdom. The chief ste11 taken then, how-
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e,·er, was tl1eir unanimously agreeing to request, that Mr. Carey would· 
publish his Thoughts on the Suhjt'd of :\lissio11s, which ha<l lain by him· 
morP- than five year~. The,e issue1l from the press i11 the beginning of 1792 : 
nnd in the w,mls of Fuller, the a11tho1· " g'enerously proposed to dt'vote 
whati•,·er profits might arise from this publicatio11 to the use of a Mission­
ary Society," when one should be formed. 

This pa11111hlct, of l'i;1;hty pa;i;es, after a suitable intro1l11ction, contains 
n short re\'iew of former u11dertaki11gs for the con1·ersio11 of the heatht>n, 
1·onnnenri11g with apostolic times, and continuing the survey to the at­
tl•mpts of Ziegenbalg and Grundler in 1707; the rel'iew concludes with the 
followi11g obsenations respecting the i\Ioravian Mission : " But noue of 
the moderns ha,·e e11ualle<l the Moravian brethren in this good work; they 
have sent missions to (;reenlaml, Labrador, and several of the ,vest India 
Jslanrls, which have been blessed for good. They have likewise sent to 
Ah1·s,i11ia in Africa; but what success they have IHtd I cannot tell." A 
hrief but luminous survey of the present relig·ious state of the world fol­
lows; and then a section shewing the practicability of something being 
dnne more than what is dune for the conver,ion of the heathen. To the 
wltule is added an inquiry into the duty of Christians in general on this 
suhjeet, and what means ought to be used in order to promote the work. 
It is altog·ether one of the most clear, concise, and heart-stil'l'ing essays 
on missions l have ever read. 

At the annual association of the Baptist Churches, held at No1·thampton, 
l\fay the 31st, 1792, Mr. Fuller says, " Brother Carey preached a very 
animating discourse from Isaiah !iv. 2, ' Enlarge the place of thy tent, and 
let them stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations: spare not, lengthen 
thy cords and strengthen thy stakes;' in which he pressed two things in 
particular, as expository of lengthening our cords aml strengthening our 
stakes ; that we should e.rpP-ct great things ; and that we should attempt 
great things." T!1is sermon so affected the audience, that before the mi­
nisters parted, a resolution was passed that a plan should he prepared 
against the next l\Iinbters' .i\Ieeting to be held at KettPring, for forming a 
So .. iety in the Baptist denomination for propagating the Gospel among the 
heathen. 

This meeting was held at Kettering, October the 2nd, 1792; but the 
whole day passed awny without any effort being made to form a Mis­
sionary Society, or even to bring the subject prominently forward. At 
length, in the e,·ening, Carer, grieved to the soul, took Fuller aside, and 
sharply remonstrating with him on his permitting the day thus to pass 
away without at.tempting any thing, begged him if he intended to do no­
thing towa1·ds fol'ming a Missionary Societr, at once to say so, and not 
to keep him any longer in suspense. Greatly moved by this, Fuller instant­
ly called into Mr. ,vallis's parlour, as many of the ministers as then re­
mained, and with eleven beside himself and Carey, formed the Baptist 
l\lissionary Society. Of this Society Carey himself, with his thl'ee friends, 
Sutcliff', Fuller, and Ryland, and the Rev. Reynold Hogg of Thrapston, 
formed the first Committee, l\Ir. Hogg being the Treasurer, and Andrew 
Fuller the Secretary. The fund then subscribed to hegin this missionary 
undertaking, amounted to Thirteen pounds, six shillin,9.~, and ,Yi.c pence. 

Thus, after full nine years of anxious thought and exertion, had Carey the 
satisfaction of seeing a Society formed, with the express purpose of sending 
the Gospel to the heathen. 

In reviewing his com·ersion to God, it is impo~sible to avoid the conclu­
sion that he was indebted to Divine grace for a change of heart so thorough 
and lasting. In contemplating his being calle1l tu the ministry before he 
was twenty, and so greatly blessed therein, can we ascribe it to any thing­
less than the grace of God constraining him to decla1·e to others what ho 
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himself had felt and handled of the wo1·d of life ?-and nothing less than 
Di,·ine grace could ha,·e implantecl in his mind that earnest 1lesire after the 
~alrntion of the heathen, which li,·ed and flourished amidst all the cohlness 
of his brethren on the suhject, until, every obstacle beinl{ surmounted, he 
beheld a Jl[i.~sio11111·!1 Sol'ief.11 formed among his deare,t friend,, which. small 
11s it then appeare1l, was the forerunner of the London, the Church, 11nd 
the Scotti~h, Missionary Societies; and of all the l\li"sionary Socie­
ties since formell in America, as well as on the continent of Europe. 
Surely the grace which was thus given to Carey, was not in ,·ain; and 
the title of the Father of Missions, so ju,tly awarcle1l to him, demanded on 
his part the deepest gratitude to the Father of mercie, and the Redeemer 
of men. 

It will have been seen, that when our helO\·ed hrother and his colleagues 
had formed a :Missionary Society, consisting of twelve persons heside him­
self, they hacl no specific objet·t in view ! That it was their 1luty to exe1·t 
themseh·es for the conYersion of the heathen thev felt with irresistible 
force; hut to what part of the four hwtdred millfrms whom Carey in his 
pamphlet hid represented as not having yet heard the Gospel, they should 
turn their attention, thev knew not. The islands of the South Seas had first 
attracted his attention;· hut it is now evident to us, that hacl he chosen 
that part fo1· the scene of his labour~, the perulinr talent with which God 
hacl entrnsted him, that of fitness to translate th(\ Sacred Oracles, would 
ha1·e heen almost buried. Circumstances have since shewn that India pre­
i,;ented almost the only field in which this talent could he fully employed. 
Perhaps some may ask, what fitness could he posses, for ac1111iri11g lan­
g1rnges, trained up in such an humble sphere of life to the age of tl,irf.1J-lwo, 
without even tasting those literary advantages enjoyed so folly hy mis~ion­
aries and clergymen who now come forth to Iudia ? That his brethren 
deemed him possessed of surh fitness, however, i, evident from the lan­
guage of Fuller in his" Narrative of the first Establishment of the Baptist 
Society," which he ascrihl's to the workings of his brother Carey's mind 
for the preceding nine or ten years, in which he says, that his conversations, 
prayers, ,md sermons were mostly accompanied with something relative to 
this suhject ; and adds, " He possessed at the same time a great thirst fo1· 
geographical knowledge, all(! a remarkable aptitude at learning languages; 
so that his most intimate friends were, for several years past, induced to 
tl1ink, that he was formed for some such peculiar undertaking." 

That he should haYe ac<juired a knowledge of the learned languages, 
wllile labouring with his hands to supply the wants of an increasing family,or 
faithfully 1lischarp;i11g his ministry among an affectionate people, in a church, 
(that at Leicester,) the numbe1· of which the Saviour, by his blessing on his 
pastoral labours, was please1l to double in the four years he ministered to 
them, will appear singular to many. It appears that meeting with Greek 
words in a Commentary on the New Testament, which he read while he 
was an apprentice, and which he could not understand, as he was ignorant 
even of the alphabet, he imitated the letters as well as he was able, and 
when he returned to his own village on an occasional visit, shewed them to 
a neighbour named Jones, who had received a superio1· education with a 
view to the medic~) prnfession, hut was constrained by his unsteady habits 
to giw it up and hetake himself to manual lahour. This man, being ac. 
quaintecl with Greek, explained hoth the words and the terminations to him, 
and thereby i11creased his desire after a knowledge of that language. 

The pn•eise method he adopted in studying the languages, whether 
Grel'k followed Latin, and Hebrew these, or whether he studied them all 
nt the same time, I am not able to ascertain; but as he was so fully capa­
ble of going forward aloue in the study of a language when once placed in 
the proper course, he could be at no loss after his acquaintance with Mr, 
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Sutcliff and Dr. R~land, hoth sufficiently familiar with both classical 
and Hebrew literature; who, as they found him so much more ready 
than themselves in acquiring languages, would compassionate his 
want of leisure, amidst the laloours of his calling and the cares of a 
family, and naturally give him the best instructions they were able. One 
course he often told me he constantly adopte,I, aftt>r his removal 
to Leicester had relieved him from manual lahour, which, with such 
a mind as his, was admirably calrnlatt.'tl to hring- him forwanl ; it was, 
that of cart>fully rea,ling one chapter of the Sacred Scri11tures l'\'ery morn. 
ing in Endish, and in all the la1111·uaµ;es \\'ith which he w11s a<"quainted. 

It was in these last four years of pastoral lahour that he g-ave a proof of 
liis power of ac,1uiri11g a laniruage, which filled Fuller, Sutcliff, and Ryland 
with surprise. In thei,· theolog-ical researches, their llilig-ence in prosecut. 
ing- which will sufficiently appear, if wp recollect that Fuller about this 
timt> pnhlished his various writings on Faith, it was found desirable to have 
ret·onrse to cC'rtain Dutch ,lfrint>s. How to do this was the difficulty; they 
wrre not found in an English dress, and neithe1· Fuller, Sutcliff, nor 
Ryland, were willing to undertake the lahour of learning- Dutch merely to 
obtain this ohject. CarP\', understanding- the case, however, instantly sat 
do1rn to the languag-e of Holland, as he had to those of Rome, Ureece, and 
Palestine, and in ahout three months, presented them, to thei1· astonish­
ment, with a tr,mslation of the author they so much deeired. It is evide11t, 
therefore, although he as yet knew it not, that Providence was training 
him up with a view to his giving the word of God in the classic language of 
India, and its kindred and multifarious dialects. 

As yet India was quite out of the thoughts of both Carey and hi, col. 
leagues. \\'ithin a fow months after their embryo Missionary Society was 
formed, however, Providence brought it before them. !\fr. John Thoma~, 
formerly Surgeon of the Oxford Indiaman, harl gone out to India in his 
medical capacity, as early as 1783. On his arrival in Calcutta, he, who 
had been brought to the knowledge of the Saviour about two yrars previ­
ou~lr, sought for religious people there; but finding none, he at length put 
the following advertisement in the India Gazett,e of Nov. 1st, 1783: 

" Religious SuciPt_,,. 
"A plan is now forming for the more effectually spreading the knowledge of Jesus 

1tnd his ~lorious gospel in and about Beng-al: any serious persons of any denomioa. 
tion, rieh or poor, big-h or low, who would heartily approve of, join in, or gladly 
forward such an undertaking, are he,·eby invited to give a small testimony of their 
inclination, that they may enjoy the satisfaction of forming a communion, the most 
useful, the most comfo,·table, and the most exalted in the world. Direct for A. B. C. 
to be left with the Edito,·." 

To this the following answer was received the next day: 
"If A. B. C. will open a subscription for a translation of the New Testament into 

tbe Pe,·sian and Moorish languages, (under the direction of proper persous,) be will 
n,e,t with eve,·y assistance he can desire, and a competent number of subscribers to 
defray foe cxpence." 

\Vho the writer of this note was, Mr. Thomas was never able to disco­
ver; and he was able to do no more in that voyage ; but on his second 
YO)·age to Bengal, in 1786, in the same capacity, he found three or four 
Christian friends connected with the family of the late Charles Grnnt, Esq. 
who had not then left India. By them, and afterward hy :\fr. Grant himself, 
he was recei,·ed in the kindest manner; and on l\fr. Grant's removing from 
Maida to Calcutta, Mr. Thomas preached in his house every Sunday even­
ing. Soon after a friend gave him to understand, that Mr. Grant wished him 
to stay in the country, learn the language, and preach the Gospel to the Hin. 
doos. To this he felt averse at first, but after "much prayer and many 
tears," to use his own expression, he gave himself up to this work, and God 
removed difficulties out of the way, and encou1·aged him by adding two 
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se11ls to his first lahours, in the conversion of two Europeans, previo11sly 
complt>te deists. He now began to translate the Scriptures into Ben,;:alee, 
an<I actually finished Matthew, arnl circulated it in manuscript; for respect­
i11g it, he says, in his letter to ;\Jr. Fuller, "There are several hrahmins 
,rho have the hook of Matthew in their hand, who react it in their families 
anrl among their friends, whom I have never seen." 

At the end of 179 J, Mr. Thomas rPturne,l to Britain with the hope of 
obtaining help in this good work both as to men and mone)'· This com­
ing to the ears of Carey and his friends, they requested :\lr. Ft1ller to w1·ite 
to ;\Jr. Thomas, in reply to which, a letter was written (from which these 
particulars are extracted,) fully acquiescing in their missio11a1·y plans. The 
infant i\Jissionm·y Society deemed this a call to Bengal: and the inquiry 
now was, ,vho will go to India with l\Ir. Thomas? No one of Carey's 
friends offt'rcd; hut on the question being put to him, (now in his thirty­
second year, with a wife and three children, and i\lr,;. Carey readv to be 
confineci with a fourth,) he at once answered, " Yes:" and as his w·ife was 
so near the time of her confinement, he made up his mind tu take only his 
eldest sou with him, aml leave the rest of his family till Providence should 
open the way for their coming. Jt was on the 1st of April, 1793, that he 
left his beloved flock at Leicester, with this dete1·mination, intend in~ to come 
out in an English vessel. In the mysterious course of Providence, however, 
he and "'fr. Thomas were disappointed in this, after having been a fortnight 
on hoar<l; which ohligerl them to take their passage in a Danish ship then 
about to sail from the Downs. These cireum,;tances occasi11ned a delay of 
nearly two months, in which period i\lrs. Carey, who ha,l heen cunfi.ned 
':'·ith her fourth son Jabez, having fully recovere,l, agreed to ,;:o to India 
with her husband, if her siste1· mig·ht accompany her. This being at once 
acceded to, Mr. Thoma~, together with Mr. Carey, his four sons, Mrs. 
Carey, and her sister, embarked June 12th, 1793, on the Danish ship Cr01, 
P1·incessa Marie, and arrived in India, November the 12th, after a voy­
age of five months. 

On their arrival, as no particular part of India had been pointed out to 
them by their brethren at home, they remained two or th1·ee months in 
Calcutta and its neighbourhood. The salary appointed for these two 
brethren, sufficiently shews how unable Fuller and his other friends at 
home, were to judge relative to the snJ>port of a missionary in India, and 
how necessary it was that they shot1ld do something for their own 
support. With the strongest affection for them, they had resolved that, 
" The salary of :\Iessrs. Thomas and Carey shall for the first year be the 
sum of .£150 divided between them on their arriv11l, and that they shall 
draw this sum annually for their support." Thus Carey had Sevent.1J-.five 
pounds annually; or, as the Rupee was then two and six pence, 600 Rupees, 
that is, Fifl!/ R11pees 1llontl,ly, to support himself, Mrs. Carey, he1· sister, 
and four sons! and even the second year, when his brethren at home had 
in love added to thi, sum £20 annually, "because of his large family," the 
whole amounted to the monthly sum of Si.rt_11-five Rupees. 

It is no wonder that he found it imposs;ble to live on this sum in Calcut­
ta, where e,·en a wretched house could scarcely be obtained for a monthly 
rent equal to the whole amount of his salary. In consequence, he, within 
four months, left Calcutta, and took a small portion of land at Deltarta, a 
place about forty miles distant, toward Jessore, with the determination to 
subsist his family by cultivating land with his own hands, thinking it as 
easy to support a family by agriculture in Bengal as in Britain. Provi­
dence however graciously prevented the distress in which this agri­
cultural enterprize must have terminate,l, by bringing before him the 
very next month an offer from Mr. Udny, then residing at Maida, to 
superintend an indigo factory at Nludnabatty, for a monthly salary of_ 
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T,i-o lfun,ln,1 R1tpi'I',~; with which offer, aR Mr. Thomm; had ac­
c .. pted a similar one, Mr. Car1•y closed, with dee() gratitude to his 
HeavpnJy f';ither for thus gral'iously supplying his wants in a strange land. 
To i\lal,Ia he at once rem,H·e,I, leaving his mat house unfinish('1J, which he 
was t'r,•,·ti11g- at ()p(inrta, for the rPsidence of himself anrl his family; and in 
J1111P, he wrnt to 1llmlllahr,lf_11, about mi,Jway hetween i\Ialda an<I Dinage­
pore. At Muclnnhatty, :\lr. Cilrey resided until Decemher, 1799, aml heing 
~non ahlp to corll'crsp in BenAaleP, he made known the Gosprl to all around 
him within his rPa('h. It is however our chief ohject to trace his progress 
in translating the Scriptures. 

Jn this work the ardour of his mind carried him forward in a ,Jegree 
scnrcely credible. In his journal, sent home to his friends Fuller, S11tcliff, 
and Hyland, we find the following entry, "Jan. 27, l i9 i. This day 
finished the correction of the first chapter of Genesis, which my 1lt1Jonsltee 
snys is n•111lered into very good RPngalee. Just as we had fini.,hed it, a 
Punrlit, rind another mm1 from Nuddea, came to see me. I shewed it to 
them, and the Pundit seemed much pleased with the account of the crea­
tion ; only they have an imaginary place somewhere heneath the earth, 
(P,1tala,) which he thought shoulcl have been mentioned likewise. I ohser­
\'ed that the earth was a planet, :md that the heavens ancl thti earth inclucl­
ed all the material creation. There is a necessity of explaining to them 
se,·eral circumstances relative to geograrhy and chronology; as they have 
many superstitious opinions on these suhjects, which are closely connected 
'll·ith their system of idolatry"." This entry was made within tlu·ee months 
aftPr he landed in India. 

Within 1t year after he felt himself settled at :\ludnahatty, he began the 
study of the Sangskrit language. In his course of trrinslating, he found 
it neces~ary to examine into the original meaning of the words he used, and 
these being in many instances compound words, he felt it necessary to ascer­
tain the meaning of their primitive elements, as without this he scarcely 
f~lt himself safe in the use of words in a l,rnguage so little known to him. 
This course led him at once to the Sangskl'it language, from which at least 
five-sixths of the pure Bengalee lan11:uage is derive,! : and determined him, 
at the age of tltirt,110 fo11r, to attempt the study of that language, encompass.. 
ed as it was with difficulty. It had been opened to Europeans by Sir 
,Villiam Jones, eight or nine years previously. In studying it, Carey 
went thornng-hly to work, by beginning to translate and lay up in memory 
the .11£00,qdlmbodlt, a concise and yet complete grammar of that language, 
the study of which generally occupies the first five years of the young 
RmhnuLn Pundit.· Carey however was not to be deterred hy philological 
difficulties ; he boldly faced and at length overcame them all. 

Nor was the printing of the Scriptures, when they should he translated 
into Bengalee, less an ohject of concern to Thomas and Carey, in these ear .. 
ly driys of Benga\ee printing. India had ne,·er seen printing in her own 
indigenous characters, till about twelve rears before the arrival of the bre­
thren Carey and Thomas in India. She was indebted for its existence to 
the ingenuity and unceasing effo1"1;s of Lieut. \Vilkins, then a young man 
in the Bengal army, and now, the justly celebrated Dr. ,vilkins. The 
a-ttachment of this young man to Indian literature is testified both hy Sir 
,villiam .Jones and by Nathaniel Brassey Halhed, Esq. the author of the 
first anrl the most elegant Grammar of the Bengalee language, which has 
yet appeared. This was printed at Hooghly, in 1784., with the first 
complete fount of Bengalee types Lieutenant Wilkins fabricated, re­
specting which, Mr. Halhed, then in the Civil Service, testifie;; in his pre­
face, that in cutting this fount, Lieut. Wilkins performed all the vari-

2H 
• See Periodical Accounts, vol. I. p. 165. 
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ous operations of the type founder, from cutting the punches with his 
own hand, to bringing them compl!'te from the foundery. 

To mention lww deeply Mr. Thomas interested himself in the work 
both oftran,lating and 11rinting the Scriptures, is only an act of justice to 
hi, memory. It ha, been alrea,ly seen in what mauner he began by tram, .. 
lating ;\Jatthew, and circulating it in m;,nuscript as early as 1788: and in 
a letter, dated Calcutta, January 4,th, 17H, not two months after theil· 
Janding, he savs, " I am pur,uing mv Shan,crit studies, and keep a Pundit; 
brother Carey· pay, a Moon.~hi twenty Rupees per mouth, which takes al .. 
most ha! f his income. I should he very happy to see a Bible in any degree 
of forwanlrH•ss hefore I die, and have heen talking with a printer to-day, in 
whose hands are tlie Benµ-alee types whicl, are used here, on the expense of 
suth a work." In a ll'tter dated January the 26th, 1796, Mr. Thomas thus 
pours out the fulness of his h!'art on thi's suhject; " I would give a million 
pou11ds sterling if I had it, to see a Bengal Bible. 0 most merciful God, 
what an inestimal,Je hlessing will it he to these millions!" 

Anothe1· plan which Carey then formed for doing good to India at hie 
own rharge, was the following: " Mr. Thomas and I, hetween whom the 
utmost harmony prevails, ha,·e formed a plan for erecting two colleges, 
( Chowpari·irs, Bengalee,) one here, and the other at the place of hi~ resi .. 
dence; in each of which we intend to educate twelve lads, six Mooso,,J .. 
mans 1111d six Hindoos: a Pundit is to have the charge of them; and 
they ,irr to he taught the Sungskrit, Bengalee, and Persian languages. 
The Bil,le is to be introduced there, and perhaps a little philosophy and 
geography. The time of their e<lueation is to he seven years; and we are 
to provide them with meat, clothing, and lodg-ing, as well as instruction. 
'\\' e ;ire now inquiring for chililren proper for the purpose. It will be 
requisite for the Society to sell(! us a printing press from England ; and 
if our li,·es are spare,I, we will reriay them. lVe can engage native 
printers to perform the press anrl compositor's work." 

It is satisfactory to find that Fuller, Sutcliff, and Ryland, with their 
associates at home, folly responded to their brethren in India in generosity 
of feeling; as will appear in the f.,llowing Pxtract from a public letter, 
written by Fuller, Septemher the 16th, 1795 :-" Jt affords us great satis.. 
faction that you have conceived a design of layinl! out your money in such 
works as establishing sehools and translating the Bible. The latter however 
will be a great undertakinl!, and wht'n it is proper to print it, you must not, 
even if you can afford it, deny us the pleasure of p1t1·ticipating with you in 
the expence. The public is generous, and what shall we do with our 
money, hut appropriate it to the service of our (;ocl?" He at the same time 
informed them that they had already resolvt'd upon a mis~ion to Africa, and 
were that day met at Birmingham to take leave of the brethren Grigg and 
Rodway, about to sail for Sierra Leone. He also g,ive them a piece of in .. 
telliµ-en<'e, which he knew would fill with joy the minds of Carey and Tho .. 
mas: "The I ndepen<lent brethren held a. meeting at Birmingham last week, 
and will have a larger general me:•ting in London a few days heuce, to con. 
suit on a mission to the South Sea Islands, 01· some other part of the heathen 
world." 

Jt is e\'ident, ho~·e,·er, that they soon became perplexed about printing; 
for while in a letter to Mr. Fuller, dated August the 8th, 1795, l\fr. Tho .. 
mas says, "lVe inte11d to print a11d send abroad Gene,is, Matthew, and 
Mark this year, at our joint expence :" in another, written six weeks after, 
to the excelleut Samuel Pearce of Birmingham, he adds, " l1,' e expected to 
·begin printing this year, but are not able to do it at present." In one to Mr. 
Pearce, dated October the 2nd, Carey says, "The translation of the Bihle i11 
goiug on, and it is to me a very pleasant work. Genebis, Exodus, Matthew, 



SEPT. 1834,.] Rev. W. Carey, D. D. 453 

Mark, and part of ,John and James mav he reckoned re1'dv for the press. 
Printing is uncommonly expensive her·c: and if tvpes could he irot from 
England, there are natives who Cfln do the business of compositors and 
11ressrue11; antl this would he the cheape~t way. M1·. Thoma8 has a set of 
letters fit for t.ypes to he formt>d hy, written for that purpose hy a native, who 
writes an excellent hHnd. I will per,made him to inclo.,e them to the 
Society this season. \Ve intended to have printed at our own expence, hut 
at pre~ent are not ahll'," r n une to ruller, about five months after, .Mr. 
Carev speaks rather despontlingly rl'lative to printing- the Scri11tures: 
" \Vith res11ect to printing the Rihle, we were perhaps too sanguine. 
Means have hitherto failed. I think it will be well for the Society to send 
at least one hnntlred pounds per annum. which shall be applil'd to· the pur­
poses of printing the Bible, an<l educating- the youth.-The Mission to 
the South Sea affords me very great pleas11re. Surely God is on his way. 
If success do not immediately attrnd every effort, be not discouraged; God 
will surely appear, and build up Zion." 

In another letter to Fuller. howe,·er, dated No,·ember 16th, 1769, Carey 
says; " I expect the New Testament will he complete before you receive 
this, except a ,·ery few words which may want alte1·ing on a third and 
fourth revisal, and now I wish the printing to be thought of. It will be at 
least two years from this time, before communications respecting print­
ing will arrive from England; by which time every correction may certain­
ly be made. We were in hopes of printing it at ou1· own expence; but in 
that we are disappointed. "\Vere it printed he1·e, 10,000 copies would cost, at 
the nearest calculation, 4,3,750 Ru1>ees-an enormous sum! But it may 
be done much cheaper, hy sending out a printing press, with types, &c. 
and if a serious printer could be found, who was willing to engage in the 
mission, he would he a great hlessing to us in superintending the work ; 
for the natives would do the laborious part." 

On this plan Fuller and his associates app<!ar to have proceeded without 
delay. They immediately began to correspond with Mr. William Wa1·d, who 
had been brought up to printing under Benson in London, and recently 
called to the ministry by the Baptist Church in George Street, Hull, of 
which he was a member. He was then twenty-eight, anti was studying 
under Dr. Fawcett, at Ewood Hall in Yorkshi1·e. In October, 1798, i\Ir. 
Fuller and his associates engaged him as a Missionary to Bengal. Upon 
this l\fr. "\Va1·d wrote immediately to Carey, informing him of his having 
en11;aged in the work : and what must have been the surprise and the grati­
tude of Carey to the God of all mercy, when this letter told him, that the 
young man he s11w in London and to whom he then said," I am going out 
to India to translate the Scriptures, and you must follow after to print 
them;" was now coming out with this express view, and with the deter­
mination to be his helper in the work of the mission to his life's end ! 

Mr. Ward arrived in India, October the 13th, 1799, with his colleagues, 
Emanuel Brunsdon, William Grant, and myself, with our respective fa_ 
rnilies. l\Ir. Grant died of a fever eighteen days after we lan<led, and Mr. 
Brunsdon of a liver complaint about twenty months afterwards. In about 
the same space too, Mr. Fountain died at Dinagepore, and :\Ir. Thomas at 
Sadamahl, which left only the brethren Carey, "\Vard, and myself, of the 
seven missionary brethren all living, and in perfect health, the day we 
landed. 

To mention the circumstances which prevented our proceeding up the 
c:ountry to Carey, and, constraining us to 1·emain at Serampore, compelled 
him to give up a small indigo factory he had prepared at an outlay of three 
thollS&lld rupees, with the hope of its affording a subsistence for us, and 

• See Periodical .Account,, vol. 1. p. 125. 
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take up his abode with us at Serampore, time absolutely forbids. 1'hl'se in. 
cirlents must be reserved for a far larg-l'r account of Dr. Carey, which will 
appear in a separate work as soon as leisure and other circumstances will 
permit. Sufficl' it to say, that when Mr. \Yard harl arrived from Enii:hrnd 
with the printinl!,' apparatus, Bengalee types were still wanting. If written 
characters had been sl'nt home to form the ex<'mplar of a fount of Ben~a.. 
lee types, as Cari-y and Thomas had contemplated ; it had been found that 
the cutting of 600 p•mche~ at eiA·hteen shillinu:s each, the price in E11!!land 
for cutting- the smallest Roman character, rendered it impossihle for Ful. 
ler and his associates to advnnr.e the s:im of morl' than five hund1·ed 
pounds ste1·1ing, for merely cutting a Beng-alee fount of type~. 

But what appeared bevoml the me'l.ns of both Carev in India, am! Fuller 
and his companions at h·ome, providence was pleased to supply in a way 
quite unexpected. About two months aft('r Carl'y's arrival at Serampore, 
with Mrs. Carey and his four sons, a native named P,mchanun, of the caste 
of smiths, who had been instructed in cutti11ir punches by Lieut. \Vilkins, 
and had wrouirht at the same bench with him in cutting the Ben­
galee fount of types, applied to us for employment, offering to cut a fount 
at a i·upee faur annas each letter. Filled with gratitude to God for an oc.. 
currence so unexpected, we instantly retained him, and a fount of 
Bengalce types wns ,,;radually created, fo1· about 700 Rupees, instead of 
£54-0 ste1·ling, the price they would have cost in cutting at home. 

The New Testament was brought tlnough the press within eleven 
months, Carey haYing taken an impression of the first page, March the 
18th, 1800, and the last page being printed February the 11 1th, 1801. \Vitb 
the Old Testament he proceeded at press without delay; and finding after 
he had occupied himself in translation so many years, that by far the great. 
er part of the words in other dialects around him, derived from the same 
source, (the Sungskrit langtJal!,'(',) were precisely the same in meaning and 
import, the translation of the New Testament into some of these, appeared 
quite within re:ich. His being appointed in May, 1801, to Fort William 
College, gave him the command of the first Sangskrit pundits in India, re. 
tained as they were for the College, and increased his knowledge of both 
the Sangskrit and Bengalee language,( in which he constantly gave lectures) 
to a deg1·ee he could searcely have obtained in any other way. Meanwhile, 
as pumlits continually applie1l to him from various countries in India, who 
could converse with ease in Bengalee or Hindoosthanee, as well as in Sang. 
skrit, this gave him an oppm·tunity of closely examining theii· vernacular 
dialects; which led to his almost immediately beginning the study of the 
Mahratta, and the Orissa, and a few months after, to a translation of the 
New Testament in these languages. He afterwards did the same with the 
Shikh or Pu11jahee, the Bulochee and othe1· di.ilects on the west, the Telin. 
f!,'a, the Kurnata, and the Konkun on the south, and the Assamese, the 
Khassce, and the l\Junipooree on the north-cast; so that, with his hre. 
thren's help, he had the satisfaction, before his death, of seeing the whole 
of the sacred Scriptures translated and printed in seuen of the Eastern Ian. 
guages, including the Chinese; and the New Testament completed in 
Twenty-one others of the languages and dialects of India and the surround. 
ing countries. 

In his labours as a Missionary, he greatly abounded in the younger par\ 
of his life, before he was so closely engaged in the work of translating the 
Scriptures. But although it was impossible to continue these in the same 
degree in his old age, especially when his hands were so full of other work 
no less important to the cause of Christianity, he never lost his missionary 
spirit. On the contrary, he constantly moumed that he could do no mor• 
personally in a work which had filled his whole heart from his youth; and 
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the missionary cause was never forgotten in his prayers either puhlic or 
private. In addition to the evening monthly praye1· meetiu~s, forth,• revival 
anti progress of true religion thro111{l1011t the earth, constantly hel1l at 
5eramrorl', he for thirty-three yem-s held a weekly meetiul{ for prayer 
with his brethren, in the mission chapel, from seven to eil{ht in thl' rnorninx, 
with a view to thP s111·ead of the Go.,pel in India: an,! the 1,lp,;sirix of Gorl 
~ranted on thl• missionary lahours of those hl'lpers nuited with him, E·1rn­
pean, East Indian, and Nati1•P, (for with him tht!r<! wa.; no <lilforen~e hc,i,fo 
that created hy the g-race of God,) was such a, to excite in him thtl ,,~~pc,t 
irratitnde. In April, lR00, Sm·amporc was the ouly missio1H11·y st:tti,m, in 
this part of Irnlia, 11s :\fudnahatty had heen 11n:1v,1irbhly giYL'fl up : anrl thii 
containerl a small church of eleven member.,, of whicl, h-· was th(•n cho32,1 
pastor. This 01w missionary station, with a small church, D1·. C.rrey liverl to 
see increased to ei_ql1tee11 missionary stations in his own irnm<!•liate Cilnn~i·­

tion, in Bengal, Himloosthan, Assam, and Arracan: and beht>l,l /•1Je•if,J­
si..r Go~pel chnrl'hes raised in them, each on the average containin~ n~arly 
rlouhle the numbel' of members which th,1t one in Serampore cont,iinerl in 
l R00; aml these station,; ancl churches occupied by nearly _fifi_11 111ivNi,nt-tl'!/ 
labourrn, all, with the exception of six mis~ionary brethren from Eur<lp>', 
raised up hy Divine goodness in Inrlia itself. In ad,lition to this he ueheld 
e1~1•e11 missionary stations more, containing as many churches of the samo 
faith and order ; anrl no less than twenty~ffoe Missionary Stations formed 
hv other denominations of Christians, in the pro,pe1·ity of which h~ felt 
scarcely less interested than in the Thil·t.11 in his own denomination. Surely 
when our venerahle brother looked back "on all the way the Lorri hi, Go,! 
had led him these forty yea1·s" in Beng,tl ; anrl recolleeted how India was 
brought before him as the scene of his future labour,-holV the wants of 
himself ancl his family were supplierl, when hi~ brethren at home could not 
help him-how his minrl was kept steady to his work amidst every discour­
agement-how the way was opened for printing the Scriptures beyond hi~ 
highest expectation~, and afterwards fo1· hi,; extending so widely the work 
of tranalution-ancl how the grace of God had he~n poured out in the in­
crease of missionary stations in this part of India alone, while he wai 
constantly exclaiming, " i\ly leanne,;s ! my leanness;" he might well say 
with the Apostle, "by ORACE are ye saved," 

[In addition to the preceding .,{,moir, we propose in our ne,t to give the character of 
its venerable subject, extracted from the Funeral Sermon by Rev. Mr. !ltack.-Eu.] 

V.-Query on a difficulty in the Hindustan',, Language. 
[We have received from an intelligent correspondent the accompanyin.,. 

Qt~ery, ~hich we insert with pleasure, under the hope that some qualified 
ph1lolog1st among our readers may supply us with an early answtir. 

Eac~ of the opposite opini_ons refe1·red to hy 0111· correspo.ncltint is main­
tamed by respectable onental scholars, hence there is no a(J'reemeut in 
t~eir method of parsing f1:ind~sta!1i· If therefore a paper c~ulrl be fur­
nished to_demo~strate which 1s right, and which is wrong, and to clear 
~p the difficulties connected with the subject, it would prove a great as­
sistance to all persons studying the Hiudustam language.-En.J 

" Is the particle ne, affixed to nouns and pronouns in Hindu4 
11tani w~en they precede a~tive verbs in the perfect tense, &c. to 
be considered as an c.x.plet1ve, or as a sign of the instrnmental 
case?"' 
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VI .-New Rules for the Hindu College. 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Sm, 
The people of Calcutta have for some time past been much 

gratified with the pleasing accounts, which your excellent periodi­
cal has afforded, of the rapid spread of education, not only in this 
large metropolis, but also in the mofussil. \Vhen compared with 
the moral gloom which universally presented itself only a few 
years back, the beauteous light which now is beginning every 
where to i,;hine around us is truly delightful. 

When we see education spreading so rapidly, we are apt to 
indulge the most sang-uine hopes of its final and even speedy tri­
umph; but it often happens that in the midst of great promise, 
there is a portion rotten at the core. Some institutions which 
sprung up, and were cradled in the midst of doubts and fears, have, 
it is true, attained to years of maturity; but they still retain marks 
of all those bands and sh:ickles, which superstition and ignorance 
imposed upon them in their infancy. Such is the case in a very 
remarkable degree with the Hindu College, which when compared 
"'ith the sound and healthy condition of the scions of another stock, 
is fit to be viewed only in the light of a monster: and the managers 
have just made a set of rules well adapted to make it even worse 
tl1an before. 

After receiving so severe and merited a castigation as they did 
about three years ago, for the follies of which they were then guil­
ty, they have again come forth with a new set of rules, in which 
a hundred-fold greater degree of tyranny and intolerance is mani­
fested. 

Some of these I shall transcribe, for the benefit of such of your 
readers as may not have access to the book itself. 

13. The Committee of Management consists of the Governors and Direc­
to1·s, the VisitoI"s, the Secretm-y to the Sanscl"it CollPl{e, and the Secretary 
to the School Society for the time being. Priesthood other than Brahmi­
nical disqualifies any of the Members. 

30. Pupils are liable to expulsion or other punishment by the Committee 
for general or particular misconduct, as well as for infringement of rules 
prescribed for their observance out of school. 

4-2. They Lthe lecturers] will be careful to avoid all or any refe1·ence 
whatever to religion in giving their lectures. 

4-9. No priest of any pe1·suasion other than the Hindu can be an in­
structor in the institution. 

50. Teachers are prohibited from giving private lectures, or from en­
couraging the attendance of pupils at private lectuJ"es or religious meetings. 

63. The teachers are pal'ticularly enjoined to abstain from any com­
munications on the subject of religion with the boys, or to suff'er any prac­
tice inconsistent with the Hindu notions of propriety, such as eating and 
drinking in the school or class rooms. Any deviation from this injunction 
will be reported by the Head Master to the Visitors immediately, and 
should it avpear that the Teacher is at all cull'able, he will foJ"thwith be-dis-
1uissed. 
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Your readers lrnve hc11rd prob:ibly of a new professorship, late­
ly institutc(l a~ ,the Hindu Co!lc~c,_ viz. a profl'ssorship _of mor~l 
philosophy. _ l he for~unate m1hv1dual who has. ohtamed this 
appointment, 1s one of the teachers, who must contrnue to devote 
the usual college hour~, from 10 to 5, to his former duties, while 
lectures are to 'be given twice a week on the most difficult and 
important of all science11. 

However, our concern is not with the professor, but with the 
new systC'm, which in accordance with the rules above quoted, we 
suppose that gentleman must invent for himself. 

Moral philosophy is generally suppnsed to include our duty to 
Gori; but the managers of the Hindu College have ordered m1n·al 
philosnphy to he taught without 1·eligion. Not a word of religion 
must be uttered; othcl'wise the culpable person '' sh,ill be forth­
with expelled." Now it so h:Lppens, that if there are not, there 
u;ere, boys of the Hindu College, who were atheists: and yet the 
bC'in•T of a God must not he proved, nor his name mentioned. Paley 
of c~urse cannot be made a text book ; it will be useless to consult 
Brown, or Stewart, or Macintosh, much less \Vardlaw, or to refer 
to any modern system of morals hitherto known ; for we suppose 
that even the managers of the Hindu College will not set the 
students to learn morals from the atheists. Even the systems of 
the ancients, except the Epicurean, were based upon some kind of 
religion. It has been left to the sagacity of the Hindu College 
Committee, to declare their mutual independence. Verily there 
be ' wise men in the East.' 

In the mean time, we shall contrast their opinion with that of 
one of the most powerful writers of the present clay. 

" The foundation of all morals," says \V ardlaw, " is laid in 
devotion. No right moral principle is there admitted to exist, 
independent of a primary and supreme regard to Deity ;-a reli­
gious principle is the first principle of all morals ; a good heart is 
a heart in which the fear and love of God reign; and a good man, 
a man of whose life the love and the fear of God are the uniform 
regulators. Every thing assuming the name of virtue that has not 
these principles for its foundation, is coin that has not the image 
and superscription of Heaven. ' reprobate silver,' ' weighed in the 
balances, and found wanting.'" 

I would contend that the only true religion, and therefore 
the only true standard of morals, are to be found in the Bible. 
But this is denied by the advocates of other religions; what then 
remains to be done ? why, to establish this point; and before this 
be clone, it is worse than useless to spend time in lecturing on the 
subject of morals. But what ought to be done is the very thino­
which the managers dread to do, and do all in their power t~ 
avoid. Either Christianity and Hinduism and Mohamadanism are 
all false, or one of them must be true : and if any of them be true, 
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how infinitdy important is tl1c truth. I.et then the claims of each 
he examined, and the advocates of each be heard; but: let us not 
g:ig reason, nor he afraid of discovering the truth. 

\V c woulcl think that this was enough of absurdity, hut the 
m:magcrs are not content. The teachers are forbidden to suffer 
any practices inconsistent with the Hindu notions of propriety ; 
and again, in rule 36, it is provided, " that such books as may 
injui-c the moral;; of the pupils, cannot be allowed to be brought, 
taught, or read, in the College." Of comse the Pmanas, which are 
considered sacred, do not fall unde1· the class of immor11l books. 
And yet what is more indecent, more immoral, more hurtful to the 
modesty and to the morals of youth than the Pmanas? Beside, of 
what use are all the history, and litei-ature, and sc;ence of Europe, if 
not to chan~e the principles and practices prescribed in the Hindu 
religion ? ,vhy is the library, with all its stores of heterodox sen­
timents, thrown oprn to the first five classes? Why are Paley's 
works and Scott's Bible admitted into the library, when they 
contain sentiments so diametrically opposed to those of Hinduism? 
\Vhy affect such concern for the preservation of the Hindu faith, 
and yet put weapons in the hands of boys that must inevitably destroy 
it? ,v hy. whilst Scott and Paley are allowed to be read, are the 
teachers with admirable consistency prohibited from making any 
reference to the subject of religion? Is it supposed that all the 
scholars will leave the college, if religion he mentioned? Why, 
is it not notorious, that the Assembly's School, which professedly 
teacllC's the minutest details of Christianity, has more scholars than 
the Hindu College? and is it not equally notorious, that the young 
man who conducts the Mirzapur Mission School. though a Native 
Christian. and therefore abhorred by all "good Hindus." has not­
withstanding 200 children sent to him by those very Hindus for 
instruction. The utter absurdity of such fears is most apparent, 
as well as the more than uselessness of the rules of the sapient 
Committee. 

I, Mr. Editor, would advise the maniigers to rfsort to other 
measures if they would support the credit and respectability of 
their college, and learn to be just and tolerant, instead of being 
higotted and tyrannical, which they unquestionably arc in attempt• 
ing to fetter the natural rights and liberties of the teachers. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

R. 
["*.,'" We propose to take up this subject in our next No. It is plain, 

that the mana,!!;ers have acted very injU1liciously in reviving obsolete rules, 
which the prl's!'nt state of public feeling will not hear. If they are not 
inunediatelv rescinded, to which we hope on consideration the Committee 
will consent, the European gentlemen connected with it are hound in 
justice to themselves to withdraw the countenance, which their silence now 
affords, to proceedings so arbitrary.-Eo.l 
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('\'e h:we the pleasure to Pl','sent om· l'e_aders ~,·ith the first No. of our promised 
~elertious from lrttfrS trrating of the l't"hg-ion, hteratnre, lanf?lla!,!'e, and moral state 
of the p,·ople of t:pper In,lia. W,, p11rti,·11larly l'equest theil' attention to the inter­
rstiug- information furnbheJ hy two of our <·orrt's1>01ulcnts re:,:.pectrng the Assamls 
tribrS. l\.tissionary lahonrs were lon!! looked up:rn with ~corn or suspiciou by in­
telHf:!eut and wtll informed mrn: hut thr tillr i, now tun1illt;" in their favour. We 
do not despair of st>t1in~ tht· <lay, when nati\"c prin,•r:.;, like the Afril·an chief, will 
"·rite to their En!!lish friends, 'lo b11y them n !\fi,sional'y.' The demand for 
~lln"ation mui;;t increase: and who is tht"re to mert it? \\'ho wi1l exile himself from 
ci,ilizc,I society, to Jabour in the irksome and painful toil of teRching and compiling 
Alphabets and Primers, of battling with ignorance and bigotry, an,I suiting him­
~elr' to the caprice-,, or brarin~ with the ruclene-:-:o; and barlJarbm, of savage tles­
rots. stupid or ill-trained children, and tribes but one step above the brutes? The 
timr "ill conw, anti that speedily, when the sen-iccs of the teachel' will be well 
paicl; bnt no\,·, if he labours., it must be without regard to monty, and again we 
nsk, what moti\"es, but those of a J\lissionm·y, will induce men to labour on such 
terms? It is the answer to this ,piestion that gi\"cs the establishment of 
('hristinn schools, a rlace among the foremost in the field of i\lissionary duty. 
""hen fit persons shall take charge of our schools, we return to a more direct Rnd 
congenial department of our work ; that of preaching the gospel to every living 
creature. But "·hen we read such statements as are gi,·en under our Jst and 3rd 
heads, we feel ourselves called on in the pro,·idence of God, to put our hands to the 
wheel. We had marked more for extraction, but cannot find room this month.-E»-J 

Sadiyah, N- E. Extremity of As.ram, 8th July, 1834. 
"I had the pleasure of recei\·ing yours of the 19th June, yesterday even­

ing. along with 1 I Burmese books. I lost no time, but rode over to the Sa­
diyah Kawah, and presented him with four of them. The Jowgohain of 
Derack was there on a visit. They both ve1-y eagerly seizerl hold of tha 
books and commenced reading; after they had amused themseh·es for 
some time, I asked them what it was all about. They said about " God," but 
that they could not properly understand it, and that it would require study. 
I saw that they could read it but slowly, and understood only a little here 
and there of what they read. 

" I then asked him to write out some Sin!!:pho worrls ; he commenced and 
spent much time in writing; but it was so blotter!, that he was ashamed to 
send it. I then got the Jowgohain to try his hand, but he made no better 
fist of it. As it was then dark, I was obliged to leave them. The Jow. 
gohain promised to call on me to-day, and write out something fair ; but 
in this he has broken his promise, so that part of rour commission must 
be left to be forwarded by next dawk. The Sadiyah Kawah promised to 
send me a fine large book, but he could not get it, I suppose, for it is not 
come as yet. 

"As to the other part of the commissions, we have succeeded better. Mrs. 
B. and I got hold of a :Meri, and she has been employed the whole day in 
writing out a few words : these people are h11lf sa,·ages, and very dull of 
comprehension; however, I hope what few words ha,·e been got will be ac­
ceptable to your friend. \Ve can send you some more if wanted." 

Sadiyah, July 18, 1834.. 
" I have now the pleasure of sending you a book that the Sadivah Kawah 

sent me for you, and I hope it is just the kind you wanted- I also send a 
few words of Singpho and English, which I promised in my last. You say 
that you wish all these people to learn to read and write the Burmese; now 
do you not think it would be the shortest way to send two or three 
intelligent young men, Missionaries ( with which Calcutta abounds), up to 
this place and let them learn the Shan language? In the course of two or 
three years they would most probably be able to traoslate ~ome of our simple 

2 N 
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books into that languaµ-e, which would diffuse a good deal of useful know­
ledge amongst them. \,Vhen they had mastered the language they might 
translate the Scriptures·". They, or in fact any one else, would sooner read 
any thi11,!!; in their own language than take the trouble to learn the Burmese. 
A finer fidd for the i\Iis~ionaries than this I suppose there is not in any part 
of India. I have often thought of writing the Hi,hop this, but never could 
nmstN coura,!!;e enough, not knowing how to write to such a perso11, and not 
knowing· how it might he receivPd from such a one as I. A 1·ecomme11dation 
of this kind coming from you would be received with better grace," 

Gou·nhulty, 21th .fu~11, I A3.f,, 
"I send you an acknowledgment hy the Sadiyah Kawah Gohain, of the 

rereipt of the Burmese books you were so good as to give me. I suspect 
that the principal difficulty the Khiimtis meet with, is from their being 
unaccustomed to the printed character, and to so small a character ; for 
the i\lSS. of these people are written on too expensive a scale to he imitated 
in print. I have no doubt that if they had some elementary books, they 
would soon he able to read and understand pure Burmese readily. They 
all understand it colloquially. But Mr. Bruce says, they require Siamis 
hooks-are any procurable in Calcutta? \Vill you have the kindnes8 to 
send me a copy of Captain Low's Siamese Grnmmar. l\ly friends at Sadiva 
may he able to make. some use of it. Mrs. B. has devoted a ~!,Teat deal 'of 
time to teaching the nati\'es at Sadiyah, and she boasts of ha\'ing made 
some four or five converts, whom she has taught English ; and I shall be 
happy to he able to further her pursuits. I should l,e obliged also for i\Ir. 
Hough's Burmese Voca"bulary. 

"I send you a list of Merit words, which Mrs. B. has kindly made for me. 
Pe1·haps it may serve as a clue to some of the linguists in Calcutta to trace 
the dialect to its root. There was, I think, circulated some years ago, a list 
of 4 or 500 English words, with blank columns, for the inse1·tion of words 
of foreign and unusual languages. If any such are now procurable, I should 
be very glad to get some to distribute to the different officers on this fron­
tier, whom I would request to make such collections as they could, of the 
numerous dialects spoken near them. The great object would he to 
have translations of the same Enµ-lish word§ from all parts of the country, 
and if there arc none ready printed, probably at your suggestion, some one 
of the Societies in Calcutt'l would undertake to strike off for distribution 
a few hundred vocahularies, with blank spaces. My friend Captain Wilkin­
son could in his quarter till up a half dozen with different dialects, if not 
languag·est. 

"I ha,·e to thank you for the Lists of School Books, one of which I beg to 
return, and I will be thankful by your orderi11g fur me those I have marked." 

Gouuhutty, Aug. 7, 1834-. 
" I am now enabled to send you a small sample of Singpho words, which 

may suffice J>erhaps to show a lingui~t of what stock their dialect is. Mr. 
Bruce says the hook I sent you was written in the Siamis language. 

" I take the liberty of sendinir you his last letter, that you may observe 
how earnest he is in his desire to have a Missionary in his neighbourhood. 
I am sure a ~Iissionary might do great good there, if a well educated man, 

* The New Testament. has heen already translated iuto Siamls; aod there are now 
several Mi~~ionarie~ at Bankok, one of whom, the Hev. Mr. Jones, is well qualified to 
proceed "ilh the trnn.,lation of the Old Testament, if, as we believe, it is not yet 
executed. 

t The ~led and Ahor lanl!'Uages are s11id by Mr. B. to be the same. 
! Some frieuds of Rdueation connected with the OD~ERVER, have resolved to act 

upon this valuable suggestion. 
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as rt>irar1ls irr,wral information in the art~ an<l sriences. I belie,·e our l\fis­
~ion;;ri,•- i,; .\,·a flll1111l the B111l,lhist-. h,· noml'ans intractable, aml that their 
Slll'l'l' .. s wa, 011ly th11artP,I 1,y politieal ·partit's. Nothin~ of the kin,! would 
oppo<e tlH•ir pro~Tl'SS at Sa,Iiyah, tho11g-h I am sorry to say that Brah. 
mi11ism has ,·1·,•pt 11p so far with our troop<, an1l ha< renrlere1l the Khamtis 
mort• s11p1•r,titio11s than tht>y Wt'rt'. But, as I think I ha,·e heforl' mention. 
t>d, thl' Sin;.:phos are 1111,-tly not ert'n Jl111lilhists, a111I the )Jeri,;, and Ah~rs, 
mul :lli-.hn1is an• also frpe from all taint of Hi111l11 superstition. I thmk 
it II as of the ( 'acharis that I ha,·e hear<l the anec,lote yo11 mention, as 
hein!! di,contentl•1l wilh tlu•ir g-01k''; thrse are still for ihc g-rrater part 
witho11t an,· or1[at1iz1•1l reli,rion, that is without a priesthood. I helie,·I' the 
halfron,·erted ( 'ach:11·i, a111I all the half ,·onvert<•<l A horns, \l"ith the ;\fat. 
tol'h ( people of the ;\h,amariya count r)·) are only kept in houn<ls of caste by 
drt>ad of tiieir superiors and tlw Brahmins ; in fact they all know little about 
castl'. 

" The ruling people here (as e,·erywhere el~e,) the Ahoms, were on !he 
c,1nn•rsio11 of the Raja, made Raj puts, the C11litahs were duhhed Kha1ts, 
and othn trihes krpt up something like the ,!!."r11rlation of castes in the west: 
but of l'Ourse their easte is not admitted by western pt>ople. 

"Xothing troubles a bi11:otte<l Bengali Hindu, so much as the certain 
knowletlge that caste is, n·he1·e it has not existed from all etemity. ,vhen 
you tell him the Assam is have been cmwerted ( conrnrsion they won't allow) 
since Aurungzeb's accession to the throne; that the Cacharis and .\lani­
pul"is ha,·e been rom·erted within the memory of man; an<l that the Raja 
(Gambhir) made Rajputs any day of fa,·orite Naga slans ;-he pretends to 
disallow the assertion; but, being a matter of fact easily <lt>monstrated, he can 
be com·inced, and thence it is easy to persuade him that the people of Bengal 
themseh-t>s were also only sarnges converted by the intl11x of the westem 
Brahmins, an,! that the whole ordination of castes was a simultaneous im. 
position 011 the inhabitants of Bengal following that e,·ent, and no more of 
di,·ine or eternal origin than in Assam, or the last conve1·ted kingdom 
J\lanipur. Facts of this kin<l might, I think, be ad,·antageon,ly chrelt 
upon; they must upset the belief in B1·ahminism, or shake it greatly." 

II.-Os Hrnnu Asraoso:uv. 
"You press upon me the undertaking the illustration of the three systems 

of Geography and Astronomy, viz. the European, Pauninik, and Jyotishik, 
as if you anticipated a refusal. So far am I from feeling any indisposition 
to undertake the task, that I would set about it to.day, had I my Bhag,~at 
and other books and means at baud. But these are all at Kota. Some months 
a,n>, I ga,·e my Shastri leave of absence to visit his home at Nagpur-he 
is a ~pleodi<l pauranik and law paodit, though ignorant of the Hindu 
astrnnomy. Indee<l you can seldom if eve1· meet with a man in this part 
of the country acquainted with both departments. My astronomer, the 
bt'st in Ujain-an old casual acquaintance of the learned D1·. Hunter, died 
11 few <lays ago at Ujain, whither he proceeded a few months ag·o, before 
1 started into the dist1·ict. On my return to Kota however, I shall easily 
be able to find others to supply their places. I will then send you what 
you require, executed to the utmost of my ability. I feel howe,·er so 
much diffidence in b1·inging before the public any thing, even a school. 

• The story referred to is as follows. Shortly after the establishment of our Go. 
vernwent in that 11narter, the people presented a petition to Mr. Scott, then Governor 
General's Agent, to the effect that they were tired of their gods, a; they found they 
were of no use to them, and shoul<l be obliged to l\lr. Scott to help theru to the know­
ledge of a better I Jt is said also that the common people in Assam are in the habit 
of going out into the jungle at ni;;ht to take a good meal of animal food, not daring tQ 
do so openly. 

2 N 2 
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hook, esl'!'•·iallr on a subject in which my own k11011 ledge is so imperfect 
that I shall not venture I fem· to put clown any thing till I have satisfied 
myself of its correctness. 

"The chapter 011 the globes in Bhaskar A'.charjya's book requires a pre­
Yious knowledge uf their wlwlt• system, and a good and clear head, to un­
de1·sta11d it thoroughly. So imperfect is my own knowledg·e of the suhject, 
that, on giving my astronomiral friends their leave on quit tine; Kuta, I 
brought out my Euclid and Bridge's Trig·ouometry, that I might during 
my absence in the district refresh my knowledge, now grown rnsty, on the 
suhj!'cts on which they treat. The display of thesl' intricacies of the sub­
ject is, I am well awarf.', not by any means re4uired by you for the illustra­
tions, hut the kuuwle,lg-e of thelll is re,1uired tu enahle me thoi·uughly to 
un<lerstaml Bhaskar A'.charya; and without a thoroug·h knowledge of him, 
I shall feel a reluctance to attempt tu illustrate his opinions. Hut what yo11 
ham proposed will suit my taste exactly. In.teed it was with a design 
of promoting the end you have in view, that I asked you to get the map 
of the llimlu p:lobes printed. As such a map is little re11uired in Cal­
cutta, where all the population are on the high road to the top of the hill 
of scit>nce, I anticipated that you might ohject tu the puhlicatiun as useless. 
Up here however, and in the interior generally, it will be of infinite use in 
bringing hack peoples' attention from the trash of the Ptmins towards 
what is sound and true. 

" I long to he hack at Kotn to take the subject in hand. The cause of 
truth warms a man to undertake any labours. The general very delit'ate 
state of my health, which prohibits my continuing any close mental ap­
plication for more than an hour at a time, is what has been my ruin. To 
go through a long train of eluci!lation of a difficult proposition, in which 
sines, cosines, and 1·crsed sines, &c. and the ratios of each to eaeh, are to 
be borne in mine!, rc4uires a degree of attention, considering that the Hin­
dus s~l,lom have recourse to diagrams, which is at no time easy to an 
indifferent mathematician, and with me immediately brings 011 a head­
ache. 

" I haYe not got Bentley's Hindu Astronomy; and if it contains more 
than his Yery excellent articles puhlishe<l in the Asiatic Researches on the 
subject, I shall be much ohliged to you for the book. I have written to­
day to my brother for Str11chey's Algebra. 

",vm you print the drawings of the globes immediately, or wait for the 
illustrations? Take care that the meridian lines in the celestial maps, 
passing tlu·ough the several degrees of the ecliptic, are not made to pas:1 
through the corresponding degrees of the e4uinoctial. The Hindus pe1·­
fectly umlerstand the fact ancl the reason, why the longitude and right 
ascension of a celP-stial body arc not the same. A draftsman of Col. 
-- of the engineer rlepartment made two beautiful skeleton maps for 
me, but from not understanding this matter he spoiled them. I was con­
sequently obliged to send you my own rough sketches, which though ill 
executed, are correct. 

" Do you know T---- ? and is he now in Calcutta? He is a man well 
qualified to assist you in promoting education. But the generality of those 
best qualified to promote this object, are also the best and now the hardest 
worked servants of the Go1·ernment. Some of them again prefer seekiug 
a name fo1· themselves by publishing their information in a form adapted to 
European taste, to labouring in the lower, though more useful depart­
ments. Good practical labourers in the Jield of education are the1·efore 
very rare." 

" The maps in Hindi an!l Persian last received are what I alluded to, and 
what I befo1·e got some dozen copies of, but had distributed all befo1·e I got 
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to Kota. Thl'y are just what I want. A <h-aft for their cost is enclosed. 
I have venturc<I to write at last to Captain J---. one of the Imlore 
assistants, a111l have sent him the list of your Society's publications. I do 
not know Captain J---, but as he has ha,l the chief harul in teaching­
the Dhar minist.e1·',; son En;dish, I infer fro111 that, that he is a favore1· of 
native cilu,·ation. On getting the list back from him I may trouble you, 01· 
rather the Sl'erctary of your Society, for a few more books anrl map,;, 

" I send yon thl• Dhar minister's son's letter, tha11kit1g· yoH fur the travels 
of Orlando. He is now at l111lore, and 1laily conning ol'er half a dozen pages 
with Captain ,J---. So at least he tells me in a letter I yester<lay got 
from him. I have just written to him, to tell him to thank you in a ll!tter 
of his own composition. 

"The eopies of the :\laharau's globes I sent to you through M---­
a fortuight ago. I hope they reached Calcutta in a legible condition. I 
have Ion!!,· beeu thinkiug· of writing an essay on Bhaskar A'.ch.irya's globes, 
a111l ,till 111ay do so: but in the meimtime I ha,·e no objection to you1· puh­
lishiug· all I luwe said. To me it is quite astonishing how ignorant many 
people, who have li,·ed '20 or 30 years in India, are of Hindu literature. 
Culouel -- now at Nasirabad, who is an astl'onomer 111oreove1·, ex­
pressed gre.it surprize in a letter I received from him the other day, and 
so also did Colonel -- of the Engi11ee1·s when recently passing through 
l{uta, where they heard that the Hindus knew that the earth was a sphere, 
I shewed the latter the globes and a Hindu quadrant. He had neve1· 
beal'(I that they had any thing like them, although Uavis's and Colebrooke's 
articles in the A~iatic Researches speak tu the fact plainly enough. It is 
true this knowledge is confined to a very few". 

VIII.-Pttrthe1· Pm91·ess of English Literature, and of the 
Roman .Alphabet. 

Convinced that the objects mentioned at the head of this article 
are highly important to the spread of knowledge and religion in 
this vast country, it is with the greatest pleasure that we proceed 
to relate some of the evidences which we have received of their 
gradu.il progress. In doing so we must be as brief as possible, our 
space this month being already fully engaged by other al'ticlcs. 

As it regards the plan of notation employed in the expl'ession 
of the Roman character, (the system of Sir \'V. Jones improved,) 
we must say a few words. To any who hesitate on the subject it 
may be satisfactory to peruse the following extracts. Including, 
as they do, the opinions of persons who have secured the confidence 
of the public by their acknowledged general talents and extensive 
acquaintance with Eastern literature, (such arc the Editors of the 
.A~·iatic Society's Journal andof the Bombay Oriental Spectat01·,J 

• rThe Hindu Astronomers have discovered aud assigned within 4 ", the precession 
of the equinoxes, the sphericity of the eal'th, tbe period of the ,noon's revolution round 
the earth, and the fact of its always having the same side turned to us. They have 
also determined the moon's distance to be 220,IS-1 miles, which considering tbe 
necessary imperfection of their observation, is a very fair approximation to 2-10,000, 
the true distance. Bhaskar A 'charya even a,·gues, that the earth is self-balanced in 
infinite space; and rejects the series of monsters, by which it is said to he supported. 
The astro1101ners get over the discrepancy between their accounts aud the Shastras, 
by the ingenious discovery, that though not to be held as matters of faith, t11ey 
are necessary to be assumed for astronomical purposes,-ED.) 
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they may srrve to satisfy most, tliat if taken as the basis of a 
9ra11d 11nti01wl improl'ement, the systrrn adopted is decidedly 
the best; that as rnch it is superior to Dr. Gilchrist's, which alone 
appears to have received any support in opposition to it. All na­
turally prefer a notation to which they were accustomed, to one 
v,hich was before quite unknown, and considering therefore the 
numbers of Europeans who have come out to India previously 
acqunintcd with Dr. G.'s system, the general unanimity expressed 
in favour of the scheme we had the honor to introduce to the world 
is most satisfactory. It giws ample e\'idence. if (as we doubt not 
it will br) perseveringly followed up, of securing at length all but 
universal acceptance. 

The extracts we referred to are as follows:-
1\lr. Trevelyan has done an eminent service to literature, and to the 

Asiatic So,·iety in particular, 1,y starulinir forth as the a,h·ocate of Sir 
"'illiam Jones' mode of expressing 11ati\'e charact!'rs in the Roman Alpha­
bet. The cause ha,! nc>nrly become despE'ratP, hoth from the influence and 
popularity of the (;ilchristiHn systt>m"', arul from tl,e a,loption of a modifi­
cation of the latter hy the Governmpnt in its suneys arul reroriis ;-wlll'll, 
we may say, the seale has been turned hy one whose official situation, arlll 
\\·hose zeal in the cnu~e, promise all the success that human effort,; can 
command. The scheme has ht>en print!'d and circuhited extensil'elr ;-it 
has been adopted in the PPrsian office :-and in school-hooks now· pri11t­
ing by th!' promulgator: while on the other hand all the learned oriental 
societies ;iml their memhers h,we ever pursued it, and will rej(lice in 
lending it their renewed support. The distinctions and marks introduced 
to discriminate the different classes of letters (11;uttural, nasal, &c.) are 
judicious, and can hardly be esteemed a departure from Sir \\'illiarn's 
scheme, while their occasional omission will be no stnmhling-hlock to the 
~cholar, whose memory will recur to the orig·inal orthog-raphy of the word 
in the oriental character. \Ve wish that all contrihutions to the Journal 
could he made to conform to the system ; but with Europeans this necessa­
rily presupposes an acquaintance with the native characters, otherwise the 
falh,cious ear mnst e,·er continue to guide the tra,·eller's pen as he puts 
down nnmes and places in his note-hook. The promulgation of our authoi-'s 
scheme will howe\'er now ;.ene the double purpose of teaching the European 
alphabet to the nati\'es, while it makes theirs known to us in return.-Jour­
nal of the Asiatic Society, for June 1834,. 

Of the system of notation proposed by Alph:i in the l\fay number of 
the Cakutta Chrbtian OhseJ'\'er, we highly appro,·e. "On the whole," 
he observes, "after the maturest consideration of the suhject, it appears 
hevond all dispute, that Sir \Villiam Jones' system, with such alteration& 
anil. modilications as experience has suggested, is not 011ly the simplest in 
it~.elf, hut the most convenient in practice, as well as the most susceptible 
of 1111i1·er.,ul application. And it carries with it one special recommenda­
tion, that it is already familiar to e,·ery oriental scholar, i11 every part of 
the known world. It is therefore proposed to adopt and apJ,ly thi, system, 
altered and modified, to a certain extent, to all alphabets, whether of 
Sanskrita or Persian origin." 

• ·n1esc are the only two radically opposed systems, taking the characters of the 
vowels as the most obvious test: the nume1·ous modifications of the coosooaots are 
of mioor importance. 
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All the modifications prnposed iu this schemr, have for some time been 
obscned hr oursch·cs. \Ve have not hitherto hl•eu al,le, from the tlefec­
tin•n,•ss of the fouuts with which our work is pri11tetl, either to put 
rlianitical mark, ,1/,or-1' the t·o11,onants. lik,• Sir \\'illia111 ,Jont's, or bdmo 
them, like Dr. Gilchrist and Alpha. \\',· think that thl'Y are hest place1l 
helow. In tlll' ts, rls, &c. it is i11co111·P11ie11t to place thPm ahon•. \Ve 
shall fl•el nhlig-c1l to our corrc8ponrlenl,,, if they will obsel'\'e the Hystem of 
notatio11 which we ha\'e 1111w gil'eu. \Ve an' glad to firHI that we can so 
far agree with our Calcutta frie11ds.-Orie11tul Spectator, for June Hl3-I-. 

The CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OssERVER for J\fay, is highly interesting. It 
is not however within the limits we hal'e prescribed to oursell'es to 
discuss one of the ahle,t papers, "On the s11hstitution of the Roman 
rharader in the oriental alphabets." \Ve believe the R,m1an Catholic 
clergy have always been ( on this ~ide of I ndir1 at least) in the ha hit of 
writiug iu the European character the discomses which they preach in 
J\larathi; antl therefore n communication with some of them, upon the 
priuciple they aclopt in their 1m1ctice, would probalily facilitate any scheme 
of the kind.-East Indian's Frie11d, fer .June 183-1-. 

As it regards the possibility of introducing hooks in the Roman 
character among the Natives generally, we have no wish to conceal 
from our readers that many benevolent and well-informed men 
have expressed their serious doubts. Some have feared that 
the bigotry of the natives would make them object to the intro­
duction of a new character. For their satisfaction we would 
impart the cheering intelligence, that the natives have in general 
given the system a hearty welcome ; that among others M aharaja. 
Kalikrishna is actively engaged in the diffusion of the new litera­
ture ; and his press and talents, and those of his dependents, are 
employed in the preparation of works to print in this character. 
,v e would further state the pleasing fact, that other highly respect­
able natives, both Hindus and l\iahammadans, in Calcuttaand other 
parts of the country, are engaged in aiding the grand effort, by 
Romanizing primers, spelling books, grammars, dictionaries, and 
reading books, suitable to assist their countrymen in acquiring the 
character, and through it the knowledge which it will be the means 
of imparting. In fact it forms so easy a step to the acquisition of 
English, at which the best informed of all our cities are now aim­
ing, and which will soon be the ohj ect of desire among all the re­
spectable classes in our towns, that as to its growing popularity 
with the natives there need not be entertained a doubt. So far 
from being irksome to them, it seems rather to be viewed in the 
light of a pleasing exercise by the natives to learn to read their 
own language in the English character. It is quite delightful to 
observe the animation with which they recognize old friends in 
their new dress. Sometimes, after stumbling over two or three lines, 
as it were, in the dark, they come unexpectedly upon a familiar 
word which seems to furnish them with the key to the whole system, 
and after that they proceed with renewed zeal and success. It 
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cannot he disputed that it is far easier for a native to learn the 
I-'. ugl i~h character by reading his own language in it than by read­
ing a foreign language, and when he has once learnt the character 
the first great difficulty is overcome, and it Sl·ldom happens that he 
is not encourag-ed to proceed and make himself more or less 
acquainted with the English language also. The step from reading 
:English to the understanding English is very easy, and when every 
English book has been unsealed to a native, mere cmiosity, without 
any deliberate plan of study, will generally induce him to master 
the contents of some production or other, which from any cause 
lrnppens to have attracted his attention. 

The English character in its application to the vernacular 
languages acts in short as a handmaid to the original English, to 
which it is continually introducing new admirers. 

As regards hand-writing also, both natives and Europeans are 
beginning to perceive the advantage which they have gained by 
the possession of a common character. \Ve have heard of some 
gentlemen, who have desired their Akhbarnavises (or news-writers) 
to discard the Persian, and write to them in the Hindustan, lan­
guage and the English character; and the Akhbarnavises on their 
part seem to be delighted at having found out a plan, by which 
they are able to make themselves intt:lligible to every European 
who possesses a common acquaintance with the country language, 
although he can neither read nor write a word of Persian. The 
Bengalis also, large classes of whom gain their subsistence by 
copying, have now discovered the means of educating their children 
to thei1· future profession even from their earliest childhood. It 
is not now as formerly, when they had first to teach them to write 
Bengali, and afterwards, when their fingers were grown stiff and 
their hand spoilt hy using the cramped Bengali character, to initiate 
them into the mystery of English writing. Owing to the recent 
change, they are able from the first to teach them to write not 
only English and Bengali, but Hindustani, and it is to be hoped 
many other languages also, which are becoming expressed 
in the English character. The saving of valuable time, and the 
increase in the general knowledge of the English character, and of 
dexterity in writing it, which will soon take place in consequence, 
are incalculable. Every body who knows how to write Bengali will 
hereafter know how to write English also, and all will write it better 
because they will practise it from their earliest childhood, instead 
of taking it up only when their habits are formed, and their facility 
of acquiring mechanical dexterity ii, consequently diminished. 

Regular series of copy slips hoth in Hindustani and Bengali, 
by some of the best penmen in Calcutta, have been lithographed 
and hound up in books, and any gentlemen wishing to introduce 
the English character into Public Offices or Schools will be supplied 
at a very low price with any number that may be required. 
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Some have feared, that missionaries and other active friends to 
education from various causes would not introduce the system. 
,iv e rejoice to state however, that among these it is rapidly gaining 
ground. Several arc engaged in superintending the preparation 
and printing· of works in the new character. We mention 
this fact with peculiar pleasure, as on such persons must 
depend in a great measure its success; if generally introduced into 
their schools, nothing can hinder its progress. On this subject 
we brg to introduce the following extracts from letters lately 
received, persuaded they will be deeply interesting to our readers, 
and hoping they may induce all engaged in the work of education 
to give to the system, what alone we are convinced it needs, 
a fair trial of its advantages. 

1.-LAKBNAU SCHOOLS, 
E.rtract of a LP,tter from Captain Paton, dated Laklmau, July 24.. 

I ha\'e the pleasure to send you Rs. 12-8 for the 100 copies of the 
Sermon on the l\Iount, in English and Romanized Hinclustani. It is ex­
cellent for the two schools' boys and girls here. I will give one to each 
scholar who can read, and it shall also be a class book. Pray send us speci­
mens of all such on that principle-in the female school, especially, they will 
do good ser\'ice. I much 1·egr!'t Mr. Dulf's depa1·ture. Some little globes are 
on their way down to you. They will reach you neal'iy as soon as this. I 
harn also had the pleasure to send you some 18 or 20 copies of the Moral 
Precepts, to be disposed of as you think best. 

2.-BAPTisT M1ss10N Sc1100Ls AT Cu1TPUR, NEAR CALCUTTA. 
E.rtract ofa letter from Rev. J. D. Ellis, dated August 5th, 183<1.. 

I am guilty of hal'ing "halted between two opinions," regarding the 
introduction of the Roman character, as I have doubted the possibility of 
e\·e1· making it general among the natives. I am not however blind to the 
adrnntages of it, and therefore have commenced with it in the Boarding 
School, and intend doiug so without delay in the English School. Our first 
class boarding boys will help me in putting the Bakyabali into the Roman 
character. 

3.-GENERAL AssEMBI,v's SouooL, CmTPUR RoAD, 
Extract of a Lettei· from the Rev. W. S. Mackay, Superintendeut of the Gene­

ral As~-en1bly's &hoot, dated Calcutta, August 9, 1834,. 

I never had the shadow of an objection to your scheme of w1·iting the na­
ti ve characters in the Roman form. It plainly facilitates the acquisition of 
the language, saves expense, and adds another strong link to those which al. 
ready connect Britain and India. Nothing is wanting to ensure its success 
but time, and the continuance of the English dominion. 

To me it appears that while every l\lissionary ought to countenance, 
and to push it forward, solicited as he is on all sides by avowedly higher ob.: 
jects and more powerful means of accomplishing them, he is not justified 
in bestowing very much of his time on this. Or, in other words, we would 
let you originate and arrange the scheme, and then we shall be very happy 
to make use of it. 

I think the best arrangement for its introduction into the Assembly's 
School, will be to have the Instructor, No. I., for the present at least, i11 
English, with a translation in the Bengali character. No. II. can have Ben. 
gali and Roman, and No. III. Roman only. It would be advisable to men­
tion on the covers, that throughout the unaccented a is to be pronou11ce4 
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like short o. I shall make use of ,voollaston's Grammar, as soon as it i8 
ready. 

I am much oblige(l to you for your pretty little books, and shall have 
p;reat pleas\lre in distributing them as reward books among the mi,1-
dle cla~ses in the school. It would be ,·ery inronvenient, I fear scarcely 
practicable, to introduce thC>m as class books. From what you say about 
the Beng·lili Testament, you do not seem to he aware, that the Gospels of 
Matthew and John, with a Bengali transl:1tion, form one of our series. 
TJ,ese I should like much to ha\'e transferred into the Roman charac­
ter, or rather in their stead, one of the Gospels, and the Acts. More 
would not suit our plan, for by the time the hoys have read these, they 
are ~npposed to ha\'e mastered so much English, as no longer to require 
the help of a translation. 

The on!)' book I c:m think of at present as much needed, (and 
indC>ed nece~sary for the stability of your scheme) is a Bengali grammar, 
with the English and Native lang-ua1?;es on opposite pages, and in the Roman 
character, wherein all the info1·mation now floating about in periodicals and 
fly-1,•aves could be embodied. Our pandits are almost at a stand-still for 
v,antof such a work. 

4.-M,ss,oN ScHOOLs, CuTTACK. 
Lei/er fi·cm a llfis.~ionary at Cuttark, dated Au_gust 12th, 183i. 

I feel quite nnxious to introduce the Oriya hooks in th<J Roman charac­
ter, and you will I hope not be long before you will furnish us with some­
thing by way of experiment. 

There is a small elementary book printed by you in Oriya : I ,lo not 
lrnow what would be the ('Xpence of printing a first hook of the kind, but I 
foe! anxious to have something I might introduce into our school here. 
Se,·eral Ori)'a boys are reading English, who consequently know the al­
phabet already. 

You nre aware that the letters called Ii, li, and ri, rf, in Bengali are 
called in Oriya r11, ru, lu, I-,;: in other respects the Synopsis you circulated 
is I believe correct, so far as Oriya is conc('rnecl. Perhaps you will kindly 
bear in mind these remarks, ancl if an opportunity offer put them in execu­
tion as soon as possible. 

5.-GENERAL PROGRESS JN THE ,VESTERN PROVINCES. 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman at Delhi. 

lVith re,:r:ird to the Homan Letter Scheme, you will be irlad to learn that 
Smith intends to make his Amlah ( Delhi Custom-house) learn it, with re­
ference to the suµ-gestion from Allahabnd, to substitute Hindustani and 
English in lieu of Persian in his office. This is glorious, is it not ? 

Extrr,ctfnwn the Dehli Gazette, dated August. 
All who take an interest in the education of the Nati\'es, the administra­

tion of justice, and good go,·ernment generally, will rejoice to see by an 
extract, which we insert he low, that the Suddur Board at Allahabad is pre­
paring the w'ly for introducing English and Hindustani, instead of Persian, 
into the courts of the new presidency. . 

An Urdu class, we hear, is to be established in the Delhi College, and 
it is hoper!, that the students, with the prospects now opening to them, will 
be taught to write the vernacular langu3ge in Roman characters. 
Extract of a Lette1· from the Secreta,·.11 to the Sadar Board of Revenue, Allaha­
bad, to the Collector of Customs. N. W. Frontier, Dehli, dated July 4-, 1834,. 

Par. 3.-'· I am further directed to request, that you will favor the 
Boa1·d with your opinion as to the practicability of dispensing altogether 
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with the Persian language in the proceedings of your office, eubstituting 
for it J<;nKli,;h and the language of the country. The Board are convinced 
that great advantages woulcl re,mlt from the change; they are desirous to 
see thl' ex11Priment tried, and you are requQSted to give the subject your 
best attention*." 

In case it should be said that in the above we have only the 
intention expressed, but that no result of the trial is mentioned, 
we will add a note just received. It is written hy an intelligent 
lady. who is acquainted with Ilengali, and relates to the native girls 
at the Chitpur school, into which the Roman character had been 
introduced hut a few days before. 

I am su1·e it will afford you much pleasure to learn that when we were at 
Chitpur, two days ago, we had the gratification of hearing some of the 
little native girls re;ul their own language in the Roman character with 
1·011,i,leral,le readiness and ease. Their having acquired it in so short a 
time, i, I should think, a pleasing earne,t of the success with which the 
scheme will he attended, and a con\'incing proof that it i8 not so difficult as 
has by some been imagined. 

The only obstacle, which if not removed might prevent the ulti­
mate success of the scheme, is the want of school books in the 
new character. Ilut during the three months which have elapsed 
since the plau was announced as settled, efforts have been made 
to supply this deficiency, sufficient already to afford abundant evi­
dence, that the obstacle will soon cease to exist. Up to the date 
of our publication, the Sermon on the A-fount, a Spelling Book, 
the Fir~·t Instructor and the Gospel of .11'/attlww have been carried 
through the press in H1•rnu1sT ANI', with or without an English 
translation; and the Second Jnstructm·, a volume of Fables, and 
another of ldiomatical E,vercises, with the remainder of the New 
Testament, are all in course of preparation. The first edition of 
the Sermon on the Mount, consisting of 3,000 copies, has been nearly 
distributed, and a second edition is in the press. A Picture Alpha­
bet, a Spelling Book,and the Second Insl1'uctor have been printed 
in BENGALI; and two hooks of Fables, (the 1st and 2nd Niti 
Kathas,) the .Gospel of A,fatthew, a Grammar, and a Dictionary, 
are all in the course of execution. In Hindi a commencement has 
been made, and to the execution of works in Oriya the friends of 
the system have been invited and are already pledged. Works in 
the character are about to be printed at Dihli, as well as Calcutta. 
\Vhat further evidence can be required, that if the life and health 
of the generous and devoted projector of the scheme, or of his zeal­
ous associates are continued, it will eventually succeed? 

\Ve now proceed to the progress of the English language, in 
different parts of India, in the promotion of which it will be obvi­
ous, that the plan of Monthly Lists, as explained and defended in 
our No. for July, has been found exceedingly useful. 

" Any Public Officers wishing to introduce the use of the Hindustaoi language into 
their Offices, may be furnished with copy slips for their Amlah on applying to Mr. Ostell. 
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E:rtrnrt nf n l.Pftor .from a Political Q{!ir.er, rlalPd S11hath11, -W, Au91ut, JR3i. 

" I ~rnd ~-on an ordC'r upon my hrother for 13 rupel'~ 10 annas, the 
rril'e of the r,o cnpiP~ of thl' anti-infanticide pamphlet, which have 
brC'n distriliutl'II to all mv chi,•f,; here ; and for SO copies of the Ser­
mon c,n thC' ;'\fount, whi,·h I shall he most happy to receh·e. I ha1·e 
got Tre1·eh·an•~ Addre~• to t.hr> Chiltlrrn c,f Bengal copied out into three of 
thl' hill dialect~. am! earh of mv ,·akils has l'Olnnteered to make a 
COl'Y for thei1· respective mn•t,0 !"•.' Yon h:we little irlea, I think, of the 
extraordinary thirst for ll'arning 1<:ng-lish which is manifested at this place 
and at Simh. I conl<l not have helie1·e,l it, had I not witness!',! a most 
J!:ratifying scene at Simla, about a month since; where I found three 1•pry 
fine boys disputing on the snhject of the meaning of a word ! The schools; 
here are getting on wonderfully, anrl I have had it in my power lately to 
give encouragement to i;ome of the bo,·s. McCausland and his lady are 
truly zealous in the grl'at cause, and you may confidently rl'ly on their best 
exertions to forward the object of Lady Bryant's fondest bopes. I am 
daily expecting --- here, and I hope that he -vill support an a11plication 
I propose making, for a portion of the surplus revenue of l(otkhai, ,Jc,bal, 
and Kotgarh being appropriated for the education of thP people. The last 
time I visited Juba!, the wild savages e::trnestly asked for the benefit of one 
man to teach their children to write. Upon inquirr I observ1>d, that the1·e 
was not one individual out of a population of \2,000 people who could 
count beyond twenty! Depend 11pon it, Juhal offers a rich harvest for any 
good missionary who may be induced to settle there." 

E.xtract of a Lette'r from. rz Gentlemnn at .. V,,ipci.l, 1fflfpr[ 2t-th ,Jun~, 1 R3·t. 
" Although I have not the good fortune of your personal ac1p1aintance, I 

feel confident from my knowle,Jge of yon, that I mRy, without offend­
ing, ask the following fal'our. It is to senrl me a parcel of school books, 
for distribution among the children of some Naipalese chiefs, who are 
anxious to learn the English language. To save you as much trouble as 
possible, I enrlose a list of the books I require, along with reference for 
the payment of their cost. 

" The desire here for the acquirement of our language, is finding its way 
even into the hearts of the Gurkha Sirdars, and were thPy and their young 
intelligent Raja allowed to breathe free of the tyranny of the present 
minister, a few vears might shew a considerable number of youths busilv 
engaged, in learning our language and knowlt'1lge. l\Iean ti~e, the dist1-L 
bution of books will assist those who h~,·e commenced, and their progress 
will induce others to start in pursuit of sound knowledge, and a civilized 
language." 

E:rtmct from a Lrftp1• .frmn an OJ!ice1· at L11dional1, dnted 23rd .Jul.1/, 183,t.. 
" Shahamat Ali has been informed by me of the plan which you ha1·e 

adopted for facilitating the supply of School Books, and I have desired him 
to prepare a list of his w11nts, which I shall send for execution to Mr. 
Ostell. I bal'e gi,·en the :\fonthly Lists received with your letter such a 
circulation as appeared :idrnntageons to me at this station, and shall send 
some of them to Bahawalpur and the Fanjab. Y 011 will have noticed the 
arrival of Jahbar Khan's son; he is a very promising youth, and I hope 
from the early indication which he gives of making rapid progress in his 
English education, that I shall ~oon have the satisfaction of forwarding a 
letter from him in English to the Governor General. With the aid of 
Mr. Lowrie, when he arrives here, I shall be able to fulfil the intentions of 
his father in a much more satisfactorv manner than if he went to Delhi. 
Here he is all but an inmate of my o~a house, and being constantly under 
my eye, I can watch and correct all his actions. In the imperial city, where 
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he wonlil ht> a pPrfrct str:m~l.'r both to Europeans anrl Natives, he would 
find Jl<'OJ'le too rxd11si1·1•l1· ernploye,1 in their own pursuitR, ancl be suhjected 
to a kiml of humiliation in his attenrlanre at Colll.'!(1.', repu/l"nant to the 
prirle of a titlf'd nati,·e, however insiii;nificant in thr estimation of an Euro­
}lt>an. N l'!!"lrct wonlrl l'ng-1.'nder i,llrnl's,, and in due timl', I fear, the rl<"ge­
nc•rate ha hits oft.he Dihlians ,g-rnl'rallv, who Sl'l'm to Ii ve forthemselvrs alone, 
would ha,·e IDOi"€' charms for the vonth than the cloistl'rs of the Col1€'ge. 
BP,iiles, as he has bl.'rn esp('eially consig111•d to my care, and as hi.' is the first 
of his countrrmen who has arri,·ed in India for the purpo,r of rf"cei,·ing- an 
English t>rlucation, I natnrnlly considC'r rn~· own credit, derpl.11 at stflke on the 
issue of his journey. If he went to Dihli, and ml't with disappointml'nt 
in his expectations, or hecame spoiled thl're, I should hear the o,lium, while 
othPrs would enjoy a complete exl•mption from the reproaches of his parents 
and the rirlicule of his eountrvmen. A delicate office has heen entrusted 
tu mr, a111l the execution, as ,~·ell as the respon,ihility of it, ought to rest 
with mr. I do not think the s11111 which I have proposed in aid of the 
young man's expences will bf' ,leemccl an adequate provision, but the rigid 
economy, which it is necessary to ob~erve, and an idra that His Lordship 
did not calculate on maintaining- the Nawab's son during his sojourn here, 
when he encouraged the father to senrl him, made me averse from proposing 
a larger sum, which would in my opinion have been more suited to the 
occasion." 

Extract from a Lette1· from Sliahamat Ali, d«ted August 401, 1834. 
Captain Wade has been kind enough to shew me your welcome letter 

of the 5th of June, in which vou encloserl the Monthly Lists of hooks fo1· 
the purpose of heing cir·culated in this quarter, and desired me to inquire 
of every body here who might he in want of elementary books, to deli"cr 
a list of such book, as he would require. I ha Ye now been enahled to obtain 
some lists from the nati,-es, which I ham herewith the honor to enclose. 
I hope you will farnr me by sending them to the bookseller. The price 
will be paid by Captain Wade. 

It will he a matter of great joy to you to 11.'arn, that Captain ,vade is 
ahl"ays affording el"err facility in his power to encourage the nati,·es to 
pnr~ue their English studies. He intends huilclin,g- a pril'ate school for me 
on his own estate, in order to teach the natives in it; aml has also presented 
a valuable Hindi and English dictionary for the use of the natives, 
besides a supply of spelling books; in fact he spares no patronage 1·equired 
in the diffusion of the English knowledge. 

Extract from Letters from an Officer at Laklmau, dated Aug. 1834. 
,v e at Lakhnau most heartily wish every success to your excellent 

monthly List of Books ; had those wh"> object to it, schools to 
superintend, or young people to educate, they would then send you their 
thanks, instead of their ill-judged objections. You will be rloing a real and 
kind service to all who are concerned in the education of youth, and 
especially to the young themselves. 

It will always give me great pleasure to aid your views as much as 
possible. I have sent the List of Books to two schools here, to Kanhpur 
friends, to Fatihpur, and Fatihgarh.-Seeing that in the metropolis of Hri­
tish Intlia there are " 1w globes to be had," we are going to make up some 
portable globes, English and Hindusteni, of about 16 or 18 inches diameter 
here, upon the principle of the little one sent. In the absence of any globes, 
please say if these on a large scale for gratuitous distribution would be of 
use; if so, I will re<Juest the King to allow me to send you a supply by lettel" 
dak, when executed at his press. 

Please to open out the inclosed one, and press down the slides to the 
poles, and then a tolerable globe will be formed, sufficient to shew the form 
of the earth, and dispel the erroneous opinions now entertained by many. 
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I ha\'e tl1C' pleasure to send you some ,:rlobes: they seem to take the 
f,111,.,11 of the natil-es from the oddity of thei1· constrnction, and any thing 
whil'h leads them to in,1uiry is good. I fancy such as these might he made 
for 3 annas t•ach, and thus e,·cry school boy might ha,·e an explanation of 
!,is geog-.-aphieal books. At present the native schools, and 11erhaps every 
school out of Calcutta, are without a globe of any kind ! In a few days 
I shall send some solid ones. En,{lish portable ones are in hand here. 

I shall ha,·e much pleasure in aiding yonr admirable efforts in every way 
in my power. You ha,·c" set on the steam" to education, and what God has 
put it into men's hearts to do, when the work is good, he will surely bless 
it and give it success. I fear there will he but little sale for hooks here, 
hut I shall Le most happy to receive a hatch to sell for you if possil,le. The 
little 2 annas ones are admirahle: every body cf/11 bu,J and u.,e t!,e111, bei11g so 
d1eap. But few like gil'i11g rnpePs for hooks; copper is e1Jery where in useful 
circ1tf"tion; but gold mohurs are only used by a very few. Good picture 
hooks for 2 or :1 annas each, I dare say, would find a ready market, and r.arry 
,·irtuous in,truction into thousands of families; the children, the darling., of 
tlieil'parents, would call out for these books, and the parents would oblige them. 

In conclusion, it gives us sincere pleasure to be able to announce 
to our friends and the public, that Sir Charles J>'Oyly, whose 
talents and influence are never withheld when they can subserve 
the cause of benevolence, has generously undertaken to furnish 
frontispieces and illm,trations for all our elementary b()oks; and it 
cannot be doubted that the pictorial taste and fancy of this gentle­
man, which arc quite without a rival in India, will make om publi­
cations attractive to minds of far greater strength and refinement 
than those of the children for whom they are primarily intended. 

\Ve are indeed proud of our new colleague, and we trust that 
Sir Charles will hereafter enjoy a rich reward in the satisfaction he 
will derive from knowing, that the art in which he excels has never 
been applied to a nobler end, than that of assisting in the intro­
duction into the eastern hemisphere of a literature, which seems 
destined to form under God's providence one of the most powerful 
means of regenerating this quarter of the globe. 

THE SABBATH. 
Hail! holy Sahbath day of God, and blest 
Beyond all other days, by power divine ! 
Bright on the clouded mind-and such is mine­
Thou risest, harbinger of heavenly rest! 
For grief's deep wound thou pour' st a healing balm; 
E'en sorrow's darkness brightens in thy light, 
,Vhilst Faith a11d Hope disperse the mental night, 
And hush the heart's 1ough sea into a calm, 
Thus, while life's whole horizon dark ling lowers, 
Peace, that earth yields not, nor can earth remove, 
In all the freshness of thy sacred hours, 
And sweet communion with our God, we prove­
By which, in mercy to the soul, is gi,·en 
To antedate a while the 1·est of heaven! H AWARENSIS. 
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REVIE\V OF BOOKS. 

/kh/r,l-e Furun_q, or British Pro.~µel'if_11; lu•in_q a short desrription 
of the 1llaimen;, C11sto111.~, Arts, and Sr:ienc,! 1!( the enli_qlit­
enrd Rritislt, hy Nau:a.b lkbal-ud Dowl,,lt, IJ(/hfular, accom­
panied by a literal tmnslation into tlte F:uglib-!t. Calcutta, 
printed at the 1'Jlleclical Press, 1834. 
Such is the title of a publication, which presents a genuine 

specimen of pure Native thought and sentiment exercised upon 
European science, art, and government; and which is valuable 
not only as a matter of simple curiosity, but also :is detailing the 
impressions made by our manners, laws, and institutionoa; on the 
mind of a retlecting Native. The work has been noticed in some 
of the 1n:hlic journ~1ls, and quotations mnde from it, as exhibiting 
merely the most fulsome tlattery, and most outrageous, interested 
laudntions of the English in general, and of the powers that be in 
particular. It has, in consequence, been condemned in the gross, 
without the prnduction of a single extract, or even allowing it to 
be supposed that such could be produced, of a different character; it 
has been treated as one tissue of what is vulgady termed toad-eating, 
the author being sarcastically proposed to be Knight' Lick-spittle 
General to the H. Company.' Such wholesale procedure appears to 
us neither reasonable nor just, neither politic nor impartial. It is 
surely of no small consequence to a dominant power to learn, in 
what light its institutions and rule are held by those whom it holds 
in subjection ; and if, as trivially said, the English hold their 
dominion over India by the precarious tenure of mere opinion, one 
only conclusion can be drawn as to the inexpediency of dealing 
thus cavalierly with a work written ancl published by a very re­
spectable N ativc, of good birth and education, professing to review 
and pass a judgment on the system of British government as ad­
ministered in India, and on the institutions of the mother-country, 
as transplanted into and intluencing the condition of Hindustan. It 
would argue far more consistency in the advocates of libetty, rather 
to encoumge the educated men of Hindu or :Mussulman faith to 
extend their acquaintance with Emopean literature, and to endea­
vour to give a direction to their inquiries. As long as men are 
treated with contemptuous sarcasm, because the influence of their 
education, habits, and previous political condition appears in what 
to us carries the semblance of pure sycophancy, so long it is little 
likely they will he induced to make any considerable advances to­
wards the study of our western languages and learning. They 
will on the contrary be most naturally repelled, disgusted, offend­
ed, and therefore alienated ; will learn to cast an evil eye on our 
procedure, and from irritated pride, as well as envy of our superio­
rity, instead of being persuaded to enter into a calm investigation 
of our institutions, and to meet, with readiness, our attempts to 
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ameliorate their condition, will distrust all our professions, and 
rC'ject all our advances. Thus will they be prevented from en­
larging the sphere of theirideas; and consequently their prejudices, 
tho~e of ignorance as much as of disposition, instead of gradually 
yielding to a rational conviction, will be retained. By a contrary 
encouragement on our part, they would learn to view us and our 
usages with a jm;t discrimination, improve themselves in the arts of 
policy, liberalize their notions, expand their minds, and lay the 
foundation of a general extension of wund learning and moral 
culture. 

N awab I khal-ud Dowlah, the author of this work, very can­
didly states, that he was considerably influenced in undertaking this 
review of our manners, arts, &c. by the hope of thereby recom­
mending him~clf to the local authorities. He takes the occasion 
to lay before them a statement of his private grievances, with a 
view to conciliate their support in seeking redress. In this we see 
11othing degrading or unusual. It is surely not pretended that even 
the mo~t enlightened authors of Europe, are altogether uninflu­
enced in many cases by personal motives, when selecting their 
literary undertakings. It is true the Nawab expresses himself in 
hirh-flow n Eastern phraseology. The flattery of the ,vest is more 
refined, cautious, and disguised; that of the East more open, art­
less, and unrestrained. If due allowance be made for national 
sentiments and customary modes of expression, we do not see that 
Ikbal-ud Dowlah can fairly be accused of any extraordinary indul­
gence in the arts of adulation and literary pleading. 

This work is written in Persian, accompanied with a literal 
translation into English. Of the Persian, as a composition, we are 
perhaps less competent judges, and therefure pass it by, to attend 
to the translation. This appears to be faithful, and certainly ad­
heres clo5ely to the native phraseology and i<liom ; still the English 
is exceedingly correct, free from serious errors, nearly altogether 
so from grammatical blunders. Some typographical mistakes, 
however, deform its pages, and are unfavourable to the sense of 
the author; of which the concluding sentence is an instance, 
where bei119 is printed for bring, and the passage rendered unin­
telligible. 

A preface of twenty-eight pages sets out with the usual ascrip­
tions of praise to the Deity, to " the seal of the prophets," and 
" to .Jesus now seated in heaven." It then states the origin of 
the work, in which portion is a long detail of the names, titles, 
and dcs<.:cnt of the author; professes his sincerity, and declares, that 
'· paternal precept had taught him to attach himself to the stu<ly of 
history, and to select and prefer the nation which should be re­
markuLle for pr .. i5e-worthy qualities." " After <livings by day and 
night, the pearl of his desire reached the hand of his expectation." 
A us1:ful lcs:;on may be learned from what he delivers in p. 9, 
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" that the cause of the inerC'ase of the conscquC'ncc and glory, and 
the some<' of the augmentation of the power and prosperity of this 
happily-disposed race (the English), is this: that whatever act is 
pleasing an<l acceptable to the Lord, the Creat,ir of the Universe, 
they do." 1-fappy were it for our nation, could this be uniformly 
said of us, as, to a great extent, it no doubt can ; and this is in 
truth the secret of our national prosperity, at lc:ist if we believe 
that by God "kings reign;" that " He putteth down one, and set­
teth np another, and giveth the kingdom to w homsocvcr He will." 
The Nawah details his own mi~fortunc in having lost a pension 
previously inherited. " In conscq•wnce of the ohliquit_v of this 
contemptible world, and of the vicissitudes of chameleon-like for­
tune, through the suspension by the Government of Aude, (which 
took place without cause or reason,) of the stipend e<tablishcd by 
my ancestors, I became embarrassed, and formed the desire of 
repairing to His Majesty (of England), and of filling- the skirt of 
expectation, with the pearls of abundance and security, from that 
soui·ce of liberality and benr,ficence." \Vith this view, he arrived 
in Calcutta, in 1834, was introduced to the Vice-President, and 
other gentlemen of rank and influence, by whom he was gracious­
ly received, and encour:iged to study the English language before 
making the voyage to Europe, to lay his ca~e before the Govern­
ment at home. He was struck with a natural admiration of our 
(to him in most respects novel) institutions, manncrs,and extensive 
literature and skill in art; composed this volume on the spot, but 
formed the purpose, should he be so fortunate as to succeed in ob­
taining the restoration of his wordly means, of entering more large. 
ly into the examinatfon. " If, by the grace of God the merciful, 
my distress he removed, and if agreeably to the proverb, ' there is 
no evil without its concomitant good,' and the tree of pain yield the 
fruit of plenty, I will compose another hook on a more extended 
scale, and comprising the increased praises of this day-of-judo-mcnt 
fearing race."_ " 

The volume is disposed in seven chapters, which he calls " The 
seven Paradises, or seven Planets." They are of l{ now led ere and 
Sagacity-of ,Justice and Equity-of Philosophy and the A;~s-of 
Good Govemment and Legislation-of Courage and lnt1·epidity­
of Kindness and Generosity-of Sincerity and Good Faith. 

" Should any error have crept into the book, 
Pardon it; for God alone knows what is right." 

CHAP. I. The Nawah considers and extols the liberality of 
the English in the establishment of schools, academies, and col­
leges, and the appointment of teachers and professors for India, 
" in order to throw open the portals of prosperity in the face of 
mankind, and to direct all into the true path." He shews the 
eulogy to be merited by the aim to put useful knowledge within 
the reach of high and low, rich and poor ;-by the dispersion of 
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mrfol hook~, by the degree in which the sciences are cultivated 
by Europc:ms, the extent of their research, and their liberality in 
aiding the general diffusion of learning. Printing and lithogra­
phy are noticed as valuable arts of compendious writing; geogra­
phy, astronomy, voyages, and journics of discovery are dwelt upon. 
The erection of hospitals and sanatariumsi opening of dispensaries, 
and appointment of surgeons and physicians, are particularly com­
mended. ''Any other race, should they bestow bread and water one 
day on an object of charity, on the next they render him miserable. 
Blessings on the lofty spirit, and praises to the generous am­
bitiun of this wise people ! for thousands of patients on beds of 
weakness and helplessness are provided with medicine and food, 
till they be either restored to health or die." 

The wonderful efficacy of our medicinal preparations appears 
to have made a deep impression, as well as the perfection of our 
surgical and other instruments. 

CHAP. I I. Reviews our courts of Justice. The patience, labori­
ousness, and impartiality of our magistrates and judges, who, "in 
the eamest de5ire to ascertain the truth, toil from morn to night 
and from night to morn ; and having the frar of the invisible God 
before their eyes and in their hearts, it is the object of their desire 
to give no judgments except with justice and equity." Courts of 
appeal are justly eulogized, of the utility of which he quotes a 
striking instance attended with, to him, the uovel circumstance of 
the exhumation ofa Lody, and a medical examination to determine 
a charge of poisoning. The i;upprcssion of heinous public crimes, 
such as murder and high-way robbery, are specially noticed, as esta­
blishing the efficacy of our system of police and the providence of 
our laws. In this view he addresses to the people of Hindustan, 
what every lover of his country may well be gratified to hear, and 
every well-wisher of India rejoice to know, is read through its whole 
extent. "Oh ! ye people ! ye citizens! especially ye people of In­
dia! It is incumbent on ye that, viewing the English rule as a 
blessing, and esteeming their government as conformable to the times, 
ye do with your hearts desire, and raising the hands of supplication 
to the Granier of prayers, implore, that the countries which have 
not come under the administration of this prosperous Government 
may be brought under it." To justify this wish he says, " I draw 
comparisons worthy of being received ; let them be viewed with 
perfect impartiality. The countries beyond their controul, and in 
which their rule and administration do not prevail, a1·e daily de­
creasing in population and prosperity, and verging to ruin. The 
rulers of those countries are sunk in luxury and voluptuousness, 
and are occupied with debauchery and sensuality, and the pleasures 
of the harem-committing the conduct of the government to the 
hands of agents ; thus the abodes of justice have become desolate, 
and those of violence flourish. The people of those countries, 
in consequence of distress and misery, though alive, are in their 
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graves; and by reason of the violC'ncc of famine are deaf ancl blind. 
\Vhile the inhabitants of the provinces under the administration of 
this mighty government of the English, arc prospC'rous and 
happy, and the countenances and lips of poor and rich, placid 
and smiling." 

The abolition of the detestable Sati immolation comrs in for 
n high and merited eulog-ium, and the surprising faC'ility with 
which this most important interference with the immemorial 
usages and confirmed superstitions of a fanatical pc-ople was ad­
mitted. is remarked upon. '' The mandate, like a miracle, was issu­
ed in such wise, for the prohibition of this infamous practice, that 
the very letter of the root of this vile custom was, at one stroke 
of f!te pen, erased from the pn.<Je of worldly occurrences." He 
here offers a most laudable suggestion to our enlightened Gover­
nor General, to prohibit in like manner the conveying of the sick 
and dying to the banks of the Ganges, whereby it is notorious 
many foul murders are coldly, almo~t avowedly, committed 
yearly, whilst no measures whatever, even of precaution, arc taken 
in the matter : "The helpless sick and half expiring object," 
says the compassionate Nawab, "whom, if properly ancl carefully 
attended to, it is possible the Great Physician might heal, are 
borne to the banks of the river ; the populace vociferating ' Hari­
bal,' pour water on their faces anrl into their mouths: they entreat 
and implore, and in their deserted state lament, saying, ~mi na. 
mariba, ami na pariba, i. e. I will not clie, I cannot endure such 
torture. Since, however, according to the saying, ' the dead are 
in the hands of the living,' nobody listens to the exclamations of 
the friendless object, and the bird of the spirit, finding no resource 
{from the gradual accumulation of water),jlies on the wings of 
haste from its mortal cage." If through the influence of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General, the commission of such 
murder should be discontinued, assuredly it will not be less wor­
thy and meritorious than the abolition of the Sati. 

CHAI·. II I. Notices our maps, plans, and charts, botanic gar­
dens, public and private edifices, and roads ; our carriages strike 
him as wonderful inventions, and as perfections of art in their kind, 
for speed and ease. The steam engine at the Mint, with the sur­
prising rapidity of the coinage, is such, he says, " that the under­
standing of m.:tn is confounded by beholding it." The works and 
engine at Cha.ndpal Ghat, for raising the water of the river, and 
dispersing it over Calcutta, the flour mills on the Strand, with the 
great variety of operations carried on in it ; chronometers and 
time-pieces " that indicate the day and night, minutes and 
seconds, of themselves, without being moved by any person ;" 
telescopes, thermometers, have all attracted the attention of 
this intelligent observer. Of these last he has used the Scripture 
expression for an extreme difficulty or impossibility, when he says, 
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" they havC> caused a string of camels to pass through the eye of 
a necclle ; for in this diminutive instrument they have united the 
two seasons, so that it spontaneously indicates heat and cold." 

He next cites telegraphs and auctions, " where good and cheap 
articles may he purchased by all who de~ire, without being under 
obligation to exorbitant tradesmen." The perfection of our navi­
gation calls for his astonished testimony. The brilliancy, and 
gaiety of our assemhlies, the charms of our music and song, the 
grace and agility of our dancing, the training of our dogs of chase, 
all delight him. "In short," he says, "no act of theirs is devoid 
of judgmcnt nor destitute of profit." We fear his panegyric on 
our " discretion aud moderation in the use of wine," is less 
exact in its application than the trnth. No doubt he has witness­
ed and alludes to the decorum and temperance of genteel society, 
and it is certainly true that very great improvement in this re­
spect has taken place of later years. " The chaste ladies of this 
di!.!nified race" receive the laudations of the Nawab: the extent of 
their education is specially noted, while he justly asks, " \Vhere 
have the females of any other nation acquired these? If I daily 
speak the praises of this people, it is because they are entitled to 
them." 

The contents of CHAP, IV. answer less to its title than any 
of the others, since he takes note therein not so much of the 
Principles of Government and the Spirit of Legislation, as of 
some collateral matters, which are indeed proper objects of a so­
vereign power aiming at the comfort and prosperity of its people, 
and by which mutual intercourse and internal trade are facilitated : 
such are rapid communic1:tion by steam vessels, " in the attempt 
to understand the method ,rn<l manner of construction of which, 
the mind and undcrstandiug are at a loss ; " also good roads and 
bridges, " so that God\ creatures without toil or trouble pass over, 
and perform their journey in security ; " the decrease of beasts 
of prey, and consequent safety of travellers; the construction of 
serais or rest-houses on the great Benares road; the distances 
marked by mile-stonc>s: the safety and expeditiousness of the post, 
and of regulated dak travelling ; the establishment of Subatu and 
other retreat~ for invalids in the hills: all successively call forth 
the tribute of a genuine admiration that concludes thus-

" If paradise be on the earth, 'tis clear 
"fis no where else, 'tis here, 'tis here, 'tis here." 

In C'H.-\P. V. he extols European bravery and intrepidity. The 
fall of' Blrnrtpore i:. cited as an instance and effect, whence he goes 
back to that of l\1adras, Seringapatam, and the districts of the Dek­
hun. He notices also the precii,ion and regularity of our fire, and 
exactness of aim. The bayonet is specially named. The con­
struction of Fort William, its ffood-gates; the arsenal, quantity 
of cannon and heaps of cannon ball : all excite astonishment. The 
dress, symmetry, and regular exercise of the troops; their march 
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by sound of drum, evolutions, and practice-firing, sufficiently 
amaze him. " The Lord protect us," he exclaims. " when 
this victorious race shall f!;ird their loins to the battle ! Let the 
cry of Hdp. help, arise through all the world!" 

CtL\I'. VI. relates and justly panc-gynzes our treatment _of 
captive cm•mit•s, as contrasted with the Cl'Ucl, barbarous, and c).1s­
~raceful maiming, imp~ling_, &c. in _use amon_g lc~s gencrou5,~nd 
enli()"htcucd people, of winch he cites 11 hornble mstance. l he 
pro1%r reffection on a retributive Providence is m~de. '· To spea~ 
the tl'uth, this evil disposed malefactor was cb,ervmv; of such retri­
bution. There is a proverb, which says, ' VVho hath d_ont: aught, 
and not reaped the fruits of his act?' Oh what humanrt_y 1s prac­
tised by this faithful race! \Vho, making captive t~1e1r e1_1emy, 
treat him with respect and mercy; having regard to }us ~tat10n m 
society, and by his rank, regulating his maintenance. \V 1tness the 
descendants of Tippu Sultan, the Raja of Bhurtpore, &e." The 
general mildness of our prison discipline, the provision for the 
maintenance of convicts and other criminals are noticed with this 
wise and sensible reflection, " How then shall I say that the peo­
ple of this nation walk not in the ways of the Lord? Clemency 
to captives and mel'cy is perfected in them ! These alone are the 
principles which are the causes of their supremacy and dominion." 
He also records the liberality of the British Government in re­
instating conquered rulers in their dominions, of v, hich the Rajas of 
2\1 ysore and Nepal are instances; and gratefully relates the simi­
lar indulgent generosity exercised towards his own paternal house." 

" Ilow shalt thou disappoint thy friends, when lo! 
" Conspicuous shines thy love for every foe." 

He next adverts to the conduct of the English in regard to the 
religious institutions and usages of their Indian subjects. Their 
toleration and protection, so strongly contrasted with the usual 
persecution practised by the dominant power, is the subject of 
honourable encomium. " These wise rulers and judicious magis­
trates, in such matters, question none, and are the protectors of 
every religion. Hindus and M ussulmans, Guebres and Sceptics, 
and all others, enjoy prosperity in their dominions." A saying is 
however quoted, by far too liberal, as placing all religious tenets 
and usages on equal ground of suitableness to their several devo­
tees. The practice of observing and copying what may be lauda­
ble in the institutions and practices of other nations, by the 
English, is favourably remarked upon, so different from the absurd 
rigidity of Asiatic adherence to national peculiarities and habits, 
however faulty or inconvenient. The acknowledgment, ostensi­
ble or virtual, of British pre-eminence, by the rulers of other 
states, is brought forward, followed by much not undeserved enco­
mi~m of ~ord 'Y ~- Bentinck, for his facility of approach, assi­
duity, ~nd 1mpartiahty. The chap~er concludes with noticing a 
featme m European character, to which nothing in the Asiatic cor-
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responds ; namely, recognition of friends known in lower fortunes. 
" Should dissevering fortune cast the veil of separation between 
them, nevertheless, in the event of a second meeting, after an ah­
sencc of months and years, these true friends receive him with the 
same courtrsy as on the first day." 

The last chapter opens with the influence of wealth, or love of 
money, the universal aim and the SU!{gester of so many crimes, 
public and private. The good faith usually observed in our mer­
cantile transactions, the confidence rc-po~ed in the Governmrnt se­
curities, the rectitude with which the dividends are paid, the honor­
able fulfilment of contracts and payment of dehts, (would there 
were fewer exceptions among individuals!) the faithful payment of 
pensions and annuities, the constant observance of stipulations for 
support, made with native powers in their fallen fortunes, are all 
specifically passed in review. The system of bills of exchange, 
banking, notes of hand, and the facilities so afforded to trade and 
commerce; the stability of our banks, the facility existing for reco­
vering lost notes and Government bonds, likewise claim the tribute 
of a liberal and faithful eulogium, which closes the seventh 
chapter. 

A conclusion succeeds. in which the author declares the inviola­
ble good faith, with which the stipulations with his own ancestors 
have been fulfilled: and surely it is in no small degree desirable, 
that the natives generally shoulrl be taught, and by one of them­
selves, to know and observe the conduct of their foreign rulers in 
these respects. In a note, the Nawa.h states thus-" \Vhatsoever 
has presented itself to the observation of myself, an ignorant 
being, I present, as it were a petal from the rose, an atom from 
the whole, like a small sample from a large mass. Should any person 
unconnected with them (the English), fear and distrust them, 
on perusing my volume, written in sincerity, let him put away 
from his heart all apprehension, and without hesitation seize the 
gal'ment of these persons with the hand of allegiance. I have 
not panegyrized them as a flatterer; but whatsoever was correct, 
and true, and justly due to them, I have put forth." 

A pleasing ode of Hafiz on the disorders among mankind, the 
effects of universal scltishness, concludes a most characteristic 
lament over the author's personal misfortunes; but he is "' assur­
ed. and firmly believes, that ere long the little skfff of his e,vpecta­
tion.~ will have reached the shores of his desires." 

Three lithoO'raphic portraits, of William IV., the Governor Ge­
neral, and th~ author, accompany this volume. 'l'he two first 
are indifferently executed; the last is in better style, and is a good 
representation of the Nawa.b's general appearance. 

We think the above abstract of the contents of the book will 
exhibit sufficient proof, that it ill deserves the wholesale condem­
nation it has met in some quarters from which more liberal things 
might have been expected; and for our own parts we see much that 
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is just; much that deserves mature consideration; much that is in_ti­
mately connl'cted with the pel'mane11ce of our sway over India, 
and the future improvement of its population; much, that if it p1·e­
sent too flattl'ring :i picture of the English and their conduct to­
wards the nations of Hindusta.n, may at least sel've to teach us a 
lc,-son deserving to be learned, and tend to conciliate our subjects. 
The orientalism of thought and phraseology, though often tur­
i:rid, are yet not seldom pleasing, and even elegant. On the whole, 
this volume reflects very high credit on the talents of the author, 
his power of observation, his just discl'imination, his thirst for 
knowledge, and candid approbation of what is great 01· excellent 
in the us:iges and institutions of foreigners. 

~i~i,(Ollill'V lllllJ l\.rligfOU9 JEntrlligencr. 

TAKI ACADE:\IY. 
The vacancy in the Head-Mastership of the Taki Academy, occasioned 

hv the lamented death of M1·. Wilson, has been filled up liy the appoint­
n1ent of Mr. Bush: and we have every reason to believe, that under his 
management, tne school will continue to support its high rei>utation. The 
benernlent Chowdry Bal.JOos, by whom it is chiefly supported, seem desirous 
hy their increased zeal, to make up for the temporary absence of l\Jr. D..iJf, 
and the frequent and sudden change of teachers. 

WESLEYAN MISSION, BANGALORE. 
The following particulars relative to Missionary operations at this place 

were communicated in a letter recently received from a person residing at 
the station. At the date of the letter ?lfr. Hodson was alone : he has since 
been joined, we believe, by i\lr. Percival, who, we rejoice to learn, has 
safely arrived from England. 

" I cannot tell you much concerning the :\,lission, as Mr. H. still is uncer­
tain if his work is to he among tbe Tamul or Canarese people : he has a class 
of Tamul youths who give him much satisfaction. The greate1· number of 
them, also the Munshi ( who has been some years with the .Missionaries) 
have, we believe, renounced heathenism in their hearts, hut do not profess 
Christianity through fear, as they belong to some of the most respectable 
families here. The ;\lunshidisputes with his friends on the folly of Hinduism, 
and c1uotes the Scriptures very appropriately ; he has met occasionally with 
a young man, and they have repeated the Lord's prayer together. I 
tried to continue the girls' school, as I found six girls when I came: but 
the mission premises being so near the barracks, they will not attend ; 
however I am endeavouring to get a class of country-born gi1·ls; tlwy a1·e 
as dark as natives, and scarcely understand auy Eng;lish ; perhaps this may 
be an inducement to others. The Sunday school which I cummenced, has been 
nearly broken up by the Colonel of the 13th dragoons, from which 1·egiment 
most children attended ; a few girls from the 39th foot continue to come, 
and perhaps in time prejudice may fall and break its neck. The hearts of 
all men are in the Lord's hand. Our English cause increases ; sickness I 
think has made many take thought for their owu souls. \Ve have about 33 
members. Last night we had a love feast, when two owned l\1r. Hardy 
as the instrument of their conversion; I believe he was made verv useful 
here. He embarked for England a few weeks back : we expect his· return 
iu two years." 






