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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

November, 1834,

I.—The School-master in the Mufassil, No. I; being the first
of a series of papers intended to disseminate information
concerning the conduct of English schools for Natives.

ScurmEs for National Education may be constructed without
any practical knowledge of the school-master’s ¢ science.” Many
accomplished men, who would never submit to the drudgery of
obtaining a thorough acquaintance with the business, discipline,
and difficulties of a singfe school, will sit down, filled with the
grandeur of their design, and arrange magnificent plans for the
diffusion of knowledge—the establishment of district and central
schools—the supervision of masters—and the course of study to
be pursued. To disparage such labors would be absurd; yet,
while freely admitting their value, we cannot forget that the bene-
volence, knowledge of mankind, and intellectual power which
they abstract from the whole sum devoted to education, are alto-
gether useless to the actual teacher,—they do not enter the right
sphere of action for him ; they stop short where his work begins.

Many valuable papers on education have been published, from
time to time, by the Calcutta press; but most of them lalior
under the defect just alluded to: they are not practical. The
success of different schools is displayed with sufficient accuracy in
the periodical examinations ; but concerning the precise means by
which that success has been achieved, we hear little or nothing.

At the present crisis, details of the interior conduct of schools
would be of the highest service. To gentlemenwho are meditating
the establishment of schools in the Mufassil, they would afford the
very kind of information which is desired. Even practised teach-
ers might obtain useful hints from comparing their own systems
with those of others ; while to the less experienced, all such details
would be invaluable. In time, anintelligent teacher will form a
system of his own; but when this is to be accomplished without
aid, his work cannot proceed so rapidly as it might do, had he the
experience of others to start from,
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Tt is highly important therefore that some, leaving the grander
speculations on National Education, should devote their attention
to the more humble employment of arranging, and bringing to
perfection, the discipline, teaching, and, in a word, the whole inte-
rior conduct of individual schools.

Now for an undertaking so practical, information concerning
what has already been done, is peculiarly necessary ; and none
can supply this, so well as those who have done the work—the
teachers themselves. They then, for the sake of mutual assistance
and encouragement, should publish, not only their success, but
minute details of the means by which it has been wrought. The
editors of the CHnisTIaN OBSERVER, and iIndced of most other
periodicals, would, we venture to say, publish such accounts with
pleasure*.

Happcening to possess an intimate acquaintance with a school
lately established in the Upper Provinces, we shall describe its
commencement and progress, endeavouring to be circumstantial
in order to be useful. To many, these particulars may appear
frivolous ; but if they should be found serviceable to teachers and
founders of schools, we shall rest content.

I. OreExixe oF THE ScHoon. Attached to this school there
were two masters. 'The names of boys admitted, were written in a
Journal, together with the names of their parents, and their places
of abode ; a space being left under each boy’s name, to receive fu-
ture remarks on his conduct. Thirty or forty hoys having enter-
ed, none of whom possessed any knowledge of English, they were
separated into two classes, according to their ages, The furniture
provided for each class, was three forms, an alphabet printed on
a card, in letters two inches long, and a light rod for pointing
out the letters. The seats were placed so as to form three sides
of a square; while the master and the alphabet occupied the
fourth.

II. MopE or INSTRUCTING BEGINNERsS—READING AND WRI-
TING ; AXD OF DISTRIBUTING TRE Bovys i1nTo CrLassEs. Aftera
day or two, those boys who could pronounce the lectters perfectly,
and point them out readily, amounting, from both divisions, to
about a dozen, were formed into a class. The first lesson of the
Instructor, No. L. was then read by cach boy after the master, (he
supplying a literal Hindustliini version,) until both the pronuun-
ciation and translation had been acquired. 'T'he boys were next
left to commit their lesson to memory ; the master turning his at-
tention to another quarter. \Wheu they had done so, he returned,
and heard it repeated ; taking great care, not only to correct every
instance of mispronunciation, but to make each speaker enunciate
clearly, and spell every word without slurring the vowels. To this
succeeded the business of interrogation ; which, from the first, was

* We shall receive and publish such accounts with the greatest pleasure,.—Ebp,
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made to embrace every question that could reasonably be fastened
on the text. L'he answers required were, 1st, the spelling; 2nd,
the English plrases and single words, in answer to the Hindu-
sthdni, and vice versd ; 3rd, the meaning of single words, either by a
synonyme or by an example ; and, 4th, the cxplanation of phrases
and sentences.

T'hese questions were not put to the boys regularly, according
to their order in the class. Sometimes a question was addressed to
a lad at the bottom, sometimes to one at the top, sometimes here,
sometimes there ; with the design of keeping the attention of all
upon the stretch.

It should be mentioned that no boy was permitted to correct his
answer, nor did the master correct it. The question was repeated
to the boy standing below him who blundered ; if he failed, to the
next, and so on : until one answered correctly, who then *© got up,’
that is. went above the first who answered wrong.

With rcading began writing also.  For the printed alphabet, a
written one was substituted, which the boys copied on slates,
deeply ruled for large text with an iron style. After a few days
practice on letters, the reading-lesson was written from memory,
no reference to the book being suffered. 'The master examined
cach slate, carefully marking errors in spelling, but paying little
attention to the formation of letters.

In a short time, two other classes, the second and third, were
drafted off, and taught exactly like the first; the dullest of the
boys remaining, and forming, with new comers, the fourth or
regular alphabet class. Boys were transferred from class to class
as their progress required. For several weeks, many changes
of this kind occurred every day.

III.—Parrery aND ExpraNaTioN ofF Crass-Lists; aND
MEASURES TAKEN WITH ABSENTEEs. When the foregoing ar-
rangements had been completed, class-lists were drawn out, one
for each class3 a pattern of which follows :

1834, Firnst CrLass. March.
Total of Nos, for one
Name. Moun.|Tues.|Wedn.|Thurs.|Frid.|Sat. Mouth.

B

Baikanthandth Riy, x2

Golak Chandra De, 3

xa 8 1 419

—_—] e —

n ] 2 x 7

This list contained the names of all the boys in a class ; and in
the same line with each name, a space for every day in the month.
At the commencement of the day’s business, the lists were called
over, and against the names of ahsentees 2 cross was set, in the
space appropriated for that day. Late-comers were examined con-
cerning the cause of their delay, and sent to the foot of the class,
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whatever had been their place on the preceding day. .About
noon. the names of boys who had not then arrived, were entered
in a book, which was delivered to a harkira, who proceeded to
the abode of each boy, for the purpose of enquiring the reason
of his abseuce.

At the close of the day, the list was again called over; and
each boy’s number, reckoned from the top of his class, was set
against his name ; orin cases of absence, the letter ¢ @’ instead of
a number.

Thus, on referring to the pattern above, we find that Baikanta-
nith Rdy was not present on Monday morning when the names
were called ; but that having come afterwards, he stood second at
the end of the day. Another cross under ¢ Tuesday,’ shews that
the same boy was again late ; and the ¢ @," that he was absent alto-
gether. Thursday he came in proper time, and stood eighth when
the classes were dismissed.

At the end of every month, all the class-lists were made up.
Each boy’s numbers being added together, their sum was carried
into the last space. If the claes consisted of tweuty boys, each ¢ a’
was reckoned as 20 ; if of 21, it was made 21, and so on. This
augmentation of numbers constituted the penalty of absence. At
the public examination, that boy whose numbers when summed
up proved lowest—a sure sign of his being the best of his class
—received a prize. The lists were drawn out on a large sheet of
paper ; affixed to a card with wafers; and hung up in front of the
class. Their connexion with the system of ¢ getting up’ is obvious ;
bothtogether form a constant, and very effectual stimulus to cxertion.

IV. Hours oF ATTENDANCE ; AND MANNER IN WHICH THEY
wERE EMPLOYED. The hours of attendance were from ten o’clock
till one, and from two till five. The boys assembled at the ring-
ing of a bell; and the hours were struck on a gong. When the
school had been established four months, and a fifth class had
been formed, six hours a day were employed as follows :

X. till XI.—2nd and 3rd classes taught by the masters.—4th
and 5th classes, by monitors chosen from the 1st class.

XI. till XIT.—1st and 5th classes taught by the masters.—2nd,
3rd and 4th classes wrote their lessons on slates.

XII. till I.—1st and 4th classes taught by the masters.—5th
class wrote.—2nd and 3rd classes read alone.

II. till IIT.—2nd and 3rd classes taught by the masters.—1st
class wrote.—4th and 5th classes read alone.

III. till IV.—New lessons given by the masters and monitors (as
described in § I1.) to be prepaved at home for the next day.

IV. till V.—Calling lists, hearing complaints, answering ques-
tions, solving difficulties, and other miscellaneous business.

Thus, each class was taught ZAree hours, wrote one hour, and
read alone ore hour ; the remaining hour being employed in the
general business of the school. Saturday was devoted to 2 revision
of the week’s lessons.
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V. Monitons. The monitors mentioned above, were the more
intelligent boys of the first class.  Their assistance, of course, was
not available at the commencement ; but in two months they be-
came useful, and after six months, really expert teachers. Boys
of the two higher classes were very willing, and indeed anxious to
teach ; because they saw that by so doing they secured to them-
selves a greater sharc of the master’s time and attention. Latterly,
the fourth and fifth classes were taught, almost euntirely, bv boys
of the first class, who had themselves begun English only five
months before.

VL. DiscreLive. Corporal punishment was not resorted to.
At first, the boys were extremely self-willed and insolent ; but as
they really wished to learn, and indeed attended the school solely
to please themselves,—parental authority having little to do in the
matter,—they were brought to submit at last, chiefly by convincing
them that submission facilitated their improvement.

Little boys were occasionally confined in an empty room for an
hour or two, as 2 punishment for wanton mischief, or absence with-
out cause; but no punishment whatever was inflicted on account
of lessons. Tt was generally understood, and admitted, that he
who neglected his book, was laying up a heavy punishment for
himself.

Nor, on the other hand. was any attempt made to cheat boys
into learning. Difficulties were never concealed, nor palliated. Af-
ter they had been plainly stated, in their true magnitude, and the
most likely means of overcoming them had been pointed out, the
learner was required, as a reasonable being, prepared to sacrifice
present ease for the attainment of future good, to put forth his
whole strength, and attack them with more spirit and perseverance,
because they were difficulties. Hence the merest children often
tasted the pleasure of victory over what was confessed to be dif-
ficult ; instead of being disheartened by meeting with obstructions
where they expected nome. ¢ Picture-alphabets, ¢ picture’-books,
geographical ¢ puzzles,” arithmetical ¢ games,” and all similar
trumpery, are as much beneath the notice of the true ¢ artist,” as
the rod itself*. The employer of such traps must forget, or cannot
know, that reason, reflection, and self-esteem, are to be found
even in his youngest scholars : while the culture of mental applica-
tion and perseverance, he utterly neglects.

Boys who, after repeated admonition and confinement, persisted
in irregular attendance, were at last expelled. But far the most
effectual punishment for any crime, consisted in placing the cul-

¥ Our intelligent correspondent will excuse us, if we declare ourselves
by no means prepared to join in the severe condemnation he here passes
on our early and valuable friends the ‘“ Picture Books.” As incentives to
exertion, and as means of communicating striking and permanent impres-
sions—far more so in many cases than mere description by letter-press—we
believe them valuable auxiliaries to every teacher.—Ep.,
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prit at the foot of his class—omitting to ask him questions—and
treating him with marked coldness and neglect.  Under this regi-
men, boys have been known to beg that the rod might be appiied
at once, and their offences forgotten.  For such tempers its use
would indeed be a coarse expedient.

VIL. Procress ofF Tur First Crass vor SEvEN MoNTHs:
ReapiNne—GRaMMAR—GROGRAPHY— HisTorY — WRITING.
After this general view of the school, it will be only necessary to
follow the progress of the first class. A few pages of the In-
structor No. 1. having been studicd, as described in § IL., it
was explained to the class, that the names of persons and things
formed a distinct sort, or castc of words, called Nowns; and in
addition to all that had hitherto been done, each boy in turn was
required to sclect a noun from the day’s lesson, by the excrcise of
his own discrimination.  'When nouns could be distinguished with
facility, the meaning of singnlar and plural was explained ; and
then, if a singular noun occurred, its plural was mentioned, and
vice versd. It was quickly discovercd, by the boys themselves,
that the most common mode of making a plaral is the adding of
*s”; butthat when certain Ictters, such as ¢ ¢4,” end the singular, ¢ s’
if added, cannot be pronounced ; and that, for this reason, ¢ es’ 1s
added in such cases ; and so on.

They were next taught to distinguish verbs; the characteristic
given, being that a verb is a word which, without the aid of any
other word, commands.” After the trial of various modes of de-
scribing verbs, this was found to be the best. The imperative
was called the masdar, or source, and also the hukm ; the verb
itself being named by the boys hukm-ki-b@t. When such a
word as ¢ went’ occurred, there was a difficulty in finding the
imperative ; but none in deciding it to be a verb, because the boys
were instructed to refer, in cases of this kind, to their own lan-
guage : in which they knew that goydé came from its imperative
ja. The times of verbs—present, past, and future—were then
mentioned, and readily understood.

At this point, a memorandum-book of country-paper, ruled in
three columns, wasintroduced. In it the boys wrote the verbs
which oceurred in their lessons—firs¢, the impcrative, second, the
imperfect, third, the perfect participle—from a copy written by
the master, with chalk, on a black board. A pattern being given,
the boys themselves made their books, ruled them, provided pens,
and wrote, without any superintendance.

It was soon observed, that verhs commonly form their past tense
and participle by adding ¢ d,’ or ¢ ed,’ to the present. A remark
having been made to that effect, by the class, verbs of this sort
were no longer inserted, but they were called regular. The others,
being amongst the most common and expressive words in the lan-
guage, continued to be written as they occurred.
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Pronouns were then described as the substitutes of nouns, and
were also pointed out: the boys’ own appellation for this part of
speech, being noun-ked-mukhtkhar. Adjectives, and the remain-
ing parts of specch, followed in like manner.

At the end of three months then, the teaching of the 1st class
was nearly as follows :—"T'he lesson, with its translation, which had
been carefully read over on the preceding day by the master and
scholars together, and learncd at home, was first repeated by
each boy, for the purpose of correcting errors in pronunciation ;
second, the spelling of the words was asked ; #hird, the Hindu-
sthani words and phrases were required, in answer to the English,
and vice versa; fourth, the meaning and spirit of the text were
clicited by cross-questioning ; fifth, the parts of speech were
selected, in the manner described.

At the end of six monihs, several changes had taken place.
The class, having finished the Instructors Nos. I and II., bad com-
menced the < Iirst Geography for Natives,” and Marshman’s ¢ An-
cient History.” 'The parts of speech were no longer required ex-
cept occasionally ; becausc these, together with their variations,
and the more useful rules of Syntax, were wellknown. No spelling
was asked, except that of new words ; and less attention was paid
to translation. But on the other hand, the work of questioning
upon the meaning of sentences, and spirit of the text, had greatly
increased. Geography and History afforded ample scope for the
improvement.

As by this time, new irregular verbs rarely occurred, the books
for transcribing them were turned into common-place books; in
which the boys, at their own discretion, wrote any new thing what-
ever,—such asan irregularly formed plural or comparative.—the
spelling of a useful English word, which they had heard but not
read,—the rules for doubling the final consonant on another sylla-
ble’s being added, and so on.

It had been remarked incidentally, for some time, that two kinds
of changes take place in the spelling of words ; one, by which a word
alters its meaning, and yet remains the same part of speech, as in
act, acts, acted ; and another, by which the word not only alters
its meaning, but becomes a new part of speech altogether, asin
act, actor, active. Knowing how to form and interpret the former
kind of variations, the class’s attention was now directed towards
the latter. A new book was made, and the most useful words in
the day’s lesson were sclected and copied into it, together with
their more common derivatives. Thus, under the verb ¢ act,
would be found, act, (noun,) actor, actress, action, inaction, ac-
tive, inactive, activity, inactivity, actively, inactively, and so
forth. "L'his book was designed to be the ground-work for a future
explanation of the prefixes and terminations.
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Geography was taught from the maps, accompanied by a
short tract intended, not as a substitute for them, but as a guide
to their study. From this book, a few sentences were read every
day, with incessant reference to the maps. History was taught
exactly as the Instructors had been; care being taken to require
the application of geographical knowledge whenever opportunity
presented itself.

As a regular exercise in writing, the class had begun to copy a
few sentences of each day’s lesson on paper ; all mistakes in which
were corrected by the master.

At this point we shall stop, and close the account with a sum-
mary of the work done by the highest class during the brst seven
months. These boys hadread the first and second Imstructors. knew
the Hindusthini, the spelling, and the meaning of the words and sen-
tences;—had acquired a knowledge of grammar, which comprehend-
ed the principal rules for spelling, all the variations of the different
parts of speech, the most useful rules of syntax, and a partial
knowledge of the subject of derivation ;—had begun gcography,
knew the shape, size, and motions of the earth, had finished the
map of the world, and were proceeding with that of Asia ;—had
begun history, and read Marshman’s < Brief Survey” to the third
chapter ;—and lastly, had learned to write, in some instances very
well, and in all tolerably.

T'o this bare, but perhaps, from that circumstance, more intelli-
gible outline of what was done, we think a few of the reasons for
doing it, in cases, at least, where they do not appear on the
face of the procedure itself, may form a useful appendix. These,
with various remarks on school busiuess generally—chiefly the
fruits of expericnce—will be arranged, for the sake of reference and
comparison, under the same heads, and in the same order, as the
preceding outline.

[Being reluctantly compelled to postpone the conclusion of this article, we request
any reader who may notapprove the system above described, to suspend his judgment
till he has the opportunity of perusing the reasous for adopting it, which the appendix
contains. This will appear in our next No,—Eb.]

I11.—-AxEcDoTE.—Folly of Delay in attention to Religion.

A certain nobleman kept a fool, to whom he one day gave a staff, with a
charge to keep it till he should meet with one who was a greater fool than
himself. Not many years after, the nobleman fell sick, even unto death.
The fool came to see him.  His sick lord said to him, “I must shortly
leave you.” “ And whither are you going,” said the fool. ‘Into another
world,” replied his lovdship. ¢ And when will you come again? Within a
moenth?” “No.” “ Within a year?” “No.” “When then?” ¢Never.”
< Never ! said the fool ; and what provision hast thou made for thy enter.
tainment there, whither thou goest?” ¢ None at all.” “No!”’ said the
fool, ‘“ none at all " Here then take thy staff ; for, with all my folly, I am
not guilty of any such folly as this.”
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I11.— Essay on various Points of Christian Morals, connected
with cases of Marriage, Separation, Divorce, &c., with a
special reference to the cases that are now occurring among
Converts from Heathenism, in India.

In concluding the subject of marriage, which occupies the entire of the
7th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul discusses three
questions of considerable moment to the professors of the Christian faith.
These are—1st, whether a believing wife or hushand is bound to an unbe-
lieving partner ; 2udly, whether second marriages are allowed to Christians ;
3rdly, whether betrothment obliges to perfect the matrimonial contract.
These we propose successively to examine.

And Ist, as to the continuance of the marriage tie between parties, the
one of whom continues heathen, the other having embraced the Chris.
tian religion. On this head, the Apostle declares, Ist. the Christian may not
divorce or separate from the heatlien partner in virtue of his or her Chris.
tianity simply. The original law of Gud is not dissolved by any change of
religious profession, even from the false to the true, because the marriage
union is a natural association, distinct from all purely religious considera-
tions, though ever to be regulated by them, where the true light shineth,
Hence the civil law has always, in all countries, concerned itself in maintain-
ing the obligation of marriage as a civil contruct, and has enacted pains and
penalties for the violation of its sacredness and perpetuity. Were it ne-
cessarily a religions service, as the Church of Rome has unscripturally made
it, then it would follow that where the parties have no religion, or profess and
practise a false one, there no true marriages could take place. So absurd
a position as this, however, has never been laid down, and the papists, to
be consistent with themselves in making matrimony essentially a sacrament,
have laid a snare for the consciences of the undevout, by obliging them
with unsanctified hearts to approach a mysterious institution that pledges
them to a consecration to God, which they do not either wish or intend. As
if, not satisfied with the decent and serious solemnization of a civil union,
in the use of prayers and holy exhortation, as amongst ourselves, we pro-
ceeded further to compel the acceptance, for instance, of the Lord’s Supper,
by parties nowise fitted or disposed for so sacred a service. Akin
indeed to such unhallowed desecration of a divine sacrament was the obli-
gation among ourselves as Protestants, to qualify for office by communicat-
ing at the Lord’s Table; which, though assuredly designed as a pious act to
which alf Christians are religiously bound, in order to shew our adherence to
the Protestant faith, had yet, it is to be feared, by a sad and shameful abuse,
hecome a snare to the consciences of many, as it had been a scandal to all ;
not, however, in the intention or anticipation of those who appointed the
test, so much as through the impious sacrilege of those who, of worldly minds
and unholy lives, dared to abuse the rites of religion, in order to reach the
perishable gains and unsanctified honors of this world. Suchshall undoubt.
edly have final reason, unless they repent of this their wickeduess, to rue
the impiety and hypocrisy of which they are guilty before God and man!
But to return from this digression—in the 12th and 13th verses, St. Paul ex-
pressly declares, that the act of embracing the faith of the Gospel in no wise
sets the party at liberty from the obligations of a previous marriage. “ But
to the rest speak I, not the Lord : if any brother hath a wife that believeth
not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And
the woman which has an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased
to dwell with her, let her not leave him:” i. e. though I have no express
command on this subject, further than the general and universal law before
given in the 10th verse, “ Unto the married I command, yet not I, but
the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband ; but, and if she de-

S a
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part, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband : and let
not the husband put away his wife.” Yet, proceeding upon that positive law,
and applying it to the case in question, by virtue of my apostolic power to
bind and loose, to open and shut, to expound and resolve obligations, I now
lay it down to you Christians as the order of the Gospel, that when hea-
thens bave been married according to the civil forms prevailing in their
country, should one of them afterwards becomes a Christian, that marriage
is not dissolved. It continues in all its force. Were it otherwise, not only
would matrimony cease to be a civil institution, which it ever is, however
fitly associated with religious ceremonies, and its obligations enforced by
religious motives,—but strong temptation would thereby be held out to
heathens to make the cloak of an insincere profession of Christianity, the
means of effecting an unjust divorce from a lawful union ; thus introeducing
hypocrisy, disorder, and impiety into the most important relation of soci-
ety, and into the very bosom of the church of the living God, * the pillar
and ground of the truth,” and of all righteousness !

But 2ndly, in v. 15, the Apostle writes, “ But if the unbelieving
depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such
cases : but God hath called us to peace.” Here the case is inverted. Be-
fore he spoke of the Christiun party as not allowed to put away or sepa-
rate from the unbelieving wife or husband—now he speaks of the latter
chusing to divorce him or herself from the former, by availing themselves
of the licence of separation, which the civil law may allow in such
cases. With us, under Christian government, the law of the land and
the law of Christianity are the same; but both under the Jewish and
heathen governments the case was otherwise; large room for divorce
was and is allowed, and the practice thereof very generally extended.
However superfluous therefore these directions of the Apostle may seem
as applied to us European Christians, they are far from irrelevant or
unimportant when referred either to the early days of Christianity, when
all the world was heathen or Jewish, or at the present day, to nations still
involved in the darkness, and practising the evils of paganism. It has, in
this country, already become a question, requiring the immediate application
of the Apostle’s decisive reply to the Corinthians, and therefore, important
to be thoroughly examined. His rule plainly then appears to be this, that
the Christian party is only absolved from the obligations of the matrimonial
contract by the act of the unbelieving party, in using a power of divorce
allowed by the civil law, if by that law such power be conferred : if not, then
of course, both the Christian and civil law hold the marriage good and
binding; if otherwise, then “ a brother or sister is not under bondage in such
a case;” i. e. in a case where the other, the heathen party resolves upon a
separation, and actually does separate from the Christian hushand or wife.
The Apostle’s words are, *“ If the unbelieving depart, &c.” The original is,
¢ if he voluntarily, or by his own act, be separated, or put asunder, let him be so
separated or put asunder,’ and clearly supposes an entire divorce of person,
interests, and affection. It would adinit of some serious consideration, how.
ever, how far the mere act of the unbeliever, leaving, forsaking, and
abandoning the Christian party, without legal forms of divorce, would
applir in this case, and whether the Christian wife or husband is then
absolved from all conjugal obligation, and free to marry with another. At
least there can be no doubt, that all possible means should be employed to
induce a reconciliation, and due time allowed for natural sentiments and
habitual affection to work upon the receding party, before such a step be
taken as a second marriage. And where the civil law does not decide,
there the Christian church, by its usual authorities, should enjoin the neces-
sary caution and delay upon its members, nor permit a second marriage, till
at least the continued avowal of the absenting person and other circum.
stances establish the determined intention not to reunite with the Christian
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partner. Then I think the apostle’s words go to dissolve the latter from all
further obligation. In this country, especially where passions are strong,
judgment weak, and the party a novice, it is as highly expedient to come to
a settled conclusion, as to afford due ¢ime for the return of the heathen
separatist.

Before leaving this branch of the subject, we must call attention
to the motives assigned by the apostle for the forbearance and hesitation
recommended by him, namely, the peace to which Christians are called, and
the hope of effecting the conversion of a heathen partner to the faith of
Christ. 1st, while he enjoins the necessary delay to allow for a change of
purpouse in the heathen, indignant at the secession of a wife or husband from
the superstitions of their forefathers, yet asserts, such delay having been
granted, and every effort made to effect a reconciliation, if the unbeliever will
absolutely and finally separate, that a sister or brother, i. e. a Christian man
or woman, is no longer, in that case, under the bondage of the former
union, or held by its obligations, but is free to chuse another partner,
he still subjoins, “ but God hath called us to peace;” by this brief but
expressive conclusion, setting in the strongest light the duty of Chris-
tians to seek and maintain peace by all means; and if in all respects, and
with all men, how much more with those to whom they have been united
by the closest, most affectionate, and most influential ties possible! And if
in any case, surely here, habit, nature, the remembrance of past kindness,
and affectionate intercourse, perhaps too the additional ties of a common
offspring, will, if due season be alloved, call back in numerous instances,
after the first feelings of resentment have subsided, the separating wife or
husband to the Christian partner, who has been induced only by the force of
conscience and the power of truth, to embrace a religion which the other
yet sees not either false or injurious. But again, St. Paul urges as a second
motive in this question, the probability of ultimately inducing the unbeliever,
to embrace a faith proved to be excellent, and therefore divine, by its happy
effects upon the believer ; verse 16, “ For what knowest thou, O wife, whe-
ther thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether
thou shalt save thy wife?”” Now observe, these words are addressed only
to a Christian wife or husband already such, and as a metive for indul-
gent forbearance and delay, when the heathen party has forsaken and
separated from the other, and for the use of all affectionate and engaging
means to persuade to a return and reconciliation. Here is nothing rela-
tive to far different cases, to which the words are too often most griev.
ously and erroneously misapplied, as where a Christian would allege the
hope of happily influencing and converting a heathen partner as an
excuse for marrying such; or where, among professed Christians, a
pious person would employ the same delusive argument to sanction—a
union with an irreligious man or woman. Such an application of the
Apostle’s words is a manifest abuse of them, and only a cloak to hide the
leaning of a passion or attachment, which may not piously or safely be in-
dulged. The Christian world is universally agreed, that such unions are
unlawful, and too general experience has sadly proved that the influence,
instead of being on the side of truth and religion, has usually been on that
of falsehood and the world. Many a pious man and woman have lost all or
much of the religious peace, comfort, and steadiness before possessed, when
unhapypily self-deluded by this weakest of all plausible reasonings, into an ill
assorted marriage ; few have been the contrary cases, where the heathen or
the worldlinghas imbibed the spirit and principles of true Christianity from
a pious partner. Equally lamentable too have been the effects upon the
religious education, principles and after-life of the children of such
unions, who have been the fatal sufferers in both worlds, it is to be
feared, of such open violations of this Divine precept, * Be ye not un.
equally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath righte-
ousness with unrighteousness, and what communion hath light with dark.

3 a2
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ness, and what concord hath Christ with Belial, or what part hath he that be-
lieveth with an infidel” or unbeliever ? How can there be that union of
heart and mind, that consent of opinion and practice, that common effort at
mutual advancement in piety and grace, as well as exertion * to train up
their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” between such
g;xrties as are not agreed in the first principles of a genuine Christianity ?
"hat comfortable treedom of soul and interchange of sentiment, what
common hopes and fears and aids entertained and mutually rendered.
by parties estranged in the very first essential to a close, entire, and
Jasting union?  Should the Christian party remain firm, hold fast the
spirit and practice of genuine piety unimpaired, (which is, alas! very
far indeed fromn probable,) yet what grief must that person experience in
the irreligion of one so nearly connected, perhaps the positive aversion to,
and scorn of true Christianity, nay possibly, the discouragement and perse-
cution of it in the wife or husband, the children and servants, of the common
household! What unhappy influence must the offspring receive from the
one party, however assiduous and zealous the other may be to inculcate and
exemplify true piety and virtue! Such are the evils likely to arise, nay
actually arising in most cases of the kind, alike to the man or to the woman;
to the latter more especially, inasmuch as she is so much more in the
power of an unbelieving, worldly, or vicious husband, and so much less qua-
lified to guard herself from the false reasonings he may employ tv work an
unhappy change in her religious views; who may even restrain her freedom
of access to the means of grace, and to the society of the servants of the
Lord, who might help and encourage her in maintaining the faith and hold-
ing fast the profession and love of it steadfast unto the end. What won-
der if in such a case she should be left to the sad experience of sorrows,
sins, and sufferings against which she was warned in vain hoth by the Divine
word and by her Christian friends and pastors! We dare not say to God,
“ Lead us not into temptation,” if we ourselves madly rush into it. ¢ Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,” said our blessed Saviour, when the evil
one would have had him expose himself, uncalled by Providence, toa gratuitous
danger. Oh ! then let no Christian man or woman presume to tempt God by a
marriage with one that fearsnot Him, which must be a future subject of
decp regret and sorrow, however it terminate, and under the most favoura.
ble circumstances; nor in like manner, let a Christian be permitted or allow
himself to marry a heathen, with the uncertain hope of gaining a convert to
Christianity. [ar otherwise are we instructed, however, when the case is
that of parties already united: the believing one must then not depart from,
or abandon, the unbelieving, as long asthe latter is willing to live with his or
her former partner. “ How knowest thou,” how far a faithful, conscientious,
affectionate, gentle conduct and fulfilment of all conjugal duties may not
eventually be successful in producing a salutary conviction in the mind, and
alteration of the sentiments of the busband or the wife now in native blind-
ness and unbelief? < Show out of a good conversation your works with
meekness of wisdom,” that if any believe not the word, they also may with.
out the word,” otherwise than by the direct influence of religious teaching,
“ be won by the conversation of the wife or hushand, while they daily be-
hold your chaste and virtuous behaviour,” and experience your affectionate
solicitude for their spiritual welfare. VWhere these means ave tried in such
a case, sanctioned and blessed as they are and must be by divine grace,
there is much encouragement to louk for the happiest results, and that
encouragement is a satisfactory argument for the self-denying patience
enjoined. 3rdly: A third observation of the Apostle is noticed in the 14th
verse, “ For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, &c.”*

* A necessary adhervence to our ¢ Fundamental Rules,” which forbid the insertion
of any piece, ‘‘advocating the peculiarities of a particular denomiunation,’’ prevents the
insertion of our correspondent’s observations on this clause.—ED.
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The second question to which St. Paul replies in this chapter is, whether
second marriages are allowed to Christians. We see in verses 10, 11, that he
allows not divorce or separation among Christians, except for the single
cause which our Lord says alone can justify it, conjugal infidelity ,— And
unto tho married { command, yet not I but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband.” This is the general rule of duty. ¢ Bat, and if
she depart,” if after every effort to curb ill temper or eonduct, and to restrain
from this last desperate procedure of separation, if either from long proved
utter incompatibility of temper, ill usage, or other serions reason, she de-
part, even yet, the one only ground allowed not existing, < let her remain
unmarried.” There can be no divorce save for that ; she is not at liberty
to contract a second marriage, for she is not released from the first. * Let
her therefore remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband. And
let not the husband put awav his wife.” Both stand on the same ground in
this respect. Here the Apostle gently insinuates not merely the unlawfulness
of positive divorce, but the extreme inexpediency, for reasons already con.
sidered, even of the minor separation of persons and abode. Nay further,
if unhappily such a disunion has taken place, the equal duty of every due
disposition, and endeavour to return to conjugal intercourse and harmony.
Reconciliation is the next virtue to uninterrupted matrimonisl connexion,
and it ought by all means to be aimed at, and if in any way possible,
effected. Where any genuine Christianity prevails, it will not be diffi-
cult to compass it. But, a legal separation having taken place by legitimate
divorce, or the death of one party having released the other from the obli-
gations that continued during life, then the Apostle declaresin v, 39,
“ The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth ; but if her
husband be dead, she isat liberty to be married to whom she will ; only
in the Lord.” The converse holds good of the husband on the death
or legal divorce of the wife. The question is at ouce decided in the affir-
mative, that it is lawful to Christians to marry a second time, and if a
second, of course, on the same principle, a third or oftener. He adds
two cautions—1st, in v. 40 * But she is happier, if she so abide, after my
Judgment : and I think also that I have the Spirit of God,”i. e. of course on
the same consideration of the troublous times then arisen which he had ad-
duced before as a reason for deferring any marriages whatever, and per.
haps also in the case of second marriage for other reasons also, such as an
undivided attention to the education of the children of a first marriage, if
any exist, or a more entire devotion to spiritual improvement, particularly
where persons are no longer young, and some others. The expediency
formerly brought forward should therefore here also be estimated by such
as would lead a tranquil and godly life: and where neither the necessity
of support, nor superior advantages for religious improvement, or for the
protection of the children of a former marriage do not exist, it is more
consonant to the views and feelings both of nature and Christianity, te
abstain from second matrimonial connexions, still more if thereby former
dificulties would probably be increased and aggravated. His second caution
is in the end of the 39th v. “only in the Lord.” Here he renews the solemn
advice before given at large, that Christians may not wed but with Chris-
tians, the religious only with the religious. Therein alone is their security
for stability and advance in grace.

In conclusion, let me persuade all who read these observations, to bring
their own circumstances, acts, and characters to the touchstone of these
Apostolic instructions. Amid much that is, as we have seen, of peculiar
application todays and countries of heathen ignorance and superstition,
there is not less of universal force in all ages and nations. To us as Chris-
tians these lessons of holy writ are of supreme importance. The married are
called to learn the spirit of purity, of piety, of forbearance, of kindness, of
considerate indulgence, and of forgiving meekness and peaceableness to which
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Christian husbands and wives are eminently called ; nor will any plea of pro-
vocation, or fault in others, excuse or palliate the same or equal faults in
ourselves. God hath called us to peace and holiness, to charity and faith ;
and these divine graces must ever go together, mutually supporting and
enlivening each other. Let the married then search their hearts, ways, and
houscholds, and learn wisdom, benevolence, and justice ; to rule with kind-
ness, to submit with meekness ; and all “ provoke one another only tolove
and to good works.”

Let the unmarried and widowed, whether men or women, weigh well
the serious import and duties of the married state ere they venture to enter
or re-enter upon it—a false step here is too often irretraceable, and may fill a
whole after-life with sin, sorrow, and affliction. Let them cultivate the fa-
vour of God, communion with the Saviour, and those graces of Christianity
and of the heart, which alone will render wise, good, or happy in either single
or married life; and let them learn, *“ whatsoever they do, to do all to the
glorv of God,” employing all prudence, piety, and patience, ere a decision be
made in a matter so seriously affecting not only all future life on
earth, but eternal life hereafter. Let Christians of all conditions be bright
examples to the heathen and patterns to those converts from among them
who are yet but uovices, weak, and unconfirmed in Christian principles and
practice : and may the Holy Spirit of God ‘‘ animate the whole body of the
church, that allin their vocations and offices” may shew forth his praise, and
honor his commands.

HavaRgensis.

IV.—The Four Jigs of the Hindus.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

Should you think a few particulars concerning the four Jigs
or ages of the ITindus would prove interesting to your readers, the
fol'lowing short account, which I have extracted chiefly from the
Sri Bhigbat and the Ramayan, are at your service.

The duration of the earth, according to the Hindu shastras, is
4,300.022 years. 'These are divided into four ages, or Jags, viz.
the Satya Jig, corresponding with the golden age of the Greeks ;
the Treta Jug, with that of silver ; the Dwapar Jig, with that
of brass, and the Kalt Jig, with that of iron.

The Satya Jizg, or age of trath and excellence, lasted 1,700,028
years. Men were then 21 cubits high, and lived 100,000
years. 'The following virtues were prevalent on the earth: truth,
Jove, devotion, and benevolence ; men were never discontented ;
they were compassionate, friends of all, considered all alike, were
not subject to the empire of the senses ; they were pious, and most
anxious by means of meditation and austerities to obtain a know-
ledge of the Supreme Being, and absorption into his essence.

The Treta Jug followed. Its duration was 1,200,096 years,
Men were then 14 cubits high, and lived 10,000 years. One fourth
part of the excellence which was found on the earth vanished away.
I'alsehood, deccit, discontent, covetousness, and divisions began to
reign amongst a part of mankind ; piety lost much of its spiritu-
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ality, and commenced degenerating into the observance of various
ceremonies ; nevertheless, there remained a considerable portion
of virtue on the earth. -

The Dwadpar Jig came next. It lasted 800,066 years. Men
were then 7 cubits high, and lived 1000 years. Only one half
of the excellence existing in the Satya Jig remained. Men were
fond of praise and of domestic comforts; as to their external cir-
cumstances, they were generally wealthy and cheerful. Brihmans
and Khyatriyas were held in much honor.

The last age is the Kali Jug, in which we live. Tt is to last
400,032 years—4.935 of which have already elapsed. Men in
this Jug are to be 3% cubits high, and to live 100 years. This
is the age of degeneracy. At the commencement of it, one fourth
of the primitive virtue will yet be found on earth, but even that
small portion will gradually disappear, and at the end, the whole
earth will be filled with wickedness and sins of all descriptions.

"T'he principal signs of the Kuli Jug are the following : Men
will be discontented, envious, proud, earthly-minded, deceitful,
licentious, calumniators, mean, cruel, enemies without cause, and
s0 covetous as to break the bonds of friendship for the value of 20
cauris ; for the same sum they will be ready to expose their very
lives. They will deny support to their parents, when these are
old or helpless. They will be bent constantly upon enjoyment ;
they will be gluttons, exceedingly fond of sleep, will worship
women as gods. They will be subject to their wives, and pay much
more regard to their wives’ relations, than to their own.

Women will nat love their husbands, nor respect their fathers-
in-law. They will be much addicted to coquetry, destitute of
modesty, very bold, unchaste, adulteresses, hypocritical, slander-
ous. 'They will have many children, but also much sorrow on
their account.

He who is strongest will be ruler in those days. Kings will be
eager after the wealth of their subjects, but not after their welfare.
Merchants will be unfair in their dealings, even when there is no
necessity forit. When masters become poor, their servants will
leave them ; and when servants are sick or disabled, their masters
will abandon them. When cows cease to give milk, instead of being
carefully attended to in gratitude for former bencfits conferred,
they will be sent adrift and abandoned to their fate.

Brihmans will be fond of good-living and women. They will
neglect the ceremonies of religion, be vain of their knowledge,
and study the shastras not to acquire wisdom, but for the sake of
gain and wealth, He will be accounted the greatest pandit, who
can talk most and be most sophistical in argument. Brihmans
will sell the Veds. The three honorable classes, (i. e. Brihmans,
Khyatriyas, and Vaishyas,) will forsake the employments of their
respective castes. Siddras will adopt the manner of living of Brih-
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mans. Pilgrimages will be abandoned, and the worship of Krishna
forsaken. Ascetics will leave their hermitages, and return to live
in towns; and the Jogis, who had renounced the world, will again
be enamoured with sensual pleasures and objects.

Much misery will then be felt; poverty will be great. Con-
stant trouble and anxiety on account of taxes, and famine, will be
experienced. I'rom want of rain there will be great scarcity ; men
therefore will not derive any pleasure or enjoyment either in food,
drink, sleep, or the company of their wives. They will lose all
comeliness, and look like spectres. Trees will become exceeding-
ly stunted in their growth. Cows will not be larger than goats,
and men in proportion. Caste will be entirely lost; all will be
mlechhas (unclean), the veds will be quite given up, and blas-
phemy be prevalent. Then Vishnu, not being able to bear longer
with the wickedness of men, will be incarnate, under the name of
Kalkt, in a village called Shambila, and in the house of a Brih-
man called Vishnu Sharma. The gods will then send him a
horse, on which he will mount, and riding through the earth, will
completely destroy all the wicked.

On perusing the signs of the times, predicted to be characteris-
tic of the Kuli Jug, one cannot but observe how accurately some
of them have had, and are having their fulfilment. 'I'he Hindus
are very ready to adduce this fact, as a proof that their shdstras
contain a true prediction ; and they argue from this, that therefore
they must be of divine origin. There is however in this assertion
more speciousness than truth, as the following two considerations
may shew.

1. The framers of the Hindu system were perfectly aware of the
absurdity of many of the doctrines they propagated as emanating
from the Supreme Being. They must therefore have supposed that
when these doctrines, which are so contrary to 