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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

‘ January, 1835.

1.—Introductory Observations.

Trx commencement of the Fourth Volume of the Carcurra
CeristiaN OpnserveR, and a large increase of subscribers
in the course of the past year, call for an expression of gratitude
from the Editors, for that public support which has been so
liberally afforded. Notwithstanding the temporary absence
of one, whose labours were indefatigable, and the little time
which the other Editors have to spare, we enter on the new year
with greatly increased resources and hopes of usefulness. In
accordance with the catholic principles of the work, it has been
our object to select, from the materials put into our hands, all that
seemed calculated to promote the well being of India, to further
the canse of Missions, to enlist public opinion and to secure
Christian sympathy in its behalf, and, above all, to build up, to
enlarge, to refresh the Church of God. When the Christian
reads what great things the Lord is doing among his American
brethren, he will be moved to a holy emulation, and (as some
have done already) resolve to weary Heaven with prayers, until
we also be made partakers of the same grace : and the Mission-
ary, when his heart sinks within him at the sight of the abound-
ing iniquity, can turn his eye to accounts, such as C. G. F.’s
visit to 8. Africa, or Mr. Leslie’s journeys among the Hills, and
proceed on his way with renewed strength and faith. Again
the Chapters of Indian Correspondence, and on the Progress of
Education, ought to be deeply interesting to all who wish well to

»
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the Natives: the zeal, ability, and perseverance already at work
have attracted attention and imitation, and schools are spread-
ing like wildfire. True! all this movement is not in the best
direction, and is to be looked upon rather as a token than an
earnest of better things: but there is life amidst it ;—the dead
bones are stirred. Isit that the Spirit has breathed upon them ?
would to God, that it were so !

Our third volume will we found to contain even more than the
usual variety of Original Easays, valuable papers on Biblical
Criticism and Philology, Biographical S8ketches, Correspondence,
Reviews of local and other publications, Poetry, and Religious
and Missionary Intelligence. For these, we beg to offer to the
correspondents of the OrservER our grateful thanks ; to many
of them, we are personally strangers ; and we would be identified
only with the cause which we advocate : to it we owe their con-
tributions, and to it we trust confidently for the continuan¢e of
their support. Already we are strong in pledges for the coming
year. In the Essay and Review department, several new and
valued friends have joined us; and the kindness of our pub-
lishers, in favouring us with the latest English works for review,
will give greater scope and interest to our publication. We have
aleo been promised authentic accounts of the history and present
state of nearly all the missions in Calcutta and its vicinity : and
we expect soon to be able to lay be.ore our readers, a tabular
statement of the various schools, and charitable institutions, simi-
lar to the brief sketch of religious and missionary statistics, which
will appear in our next number. Chiefly through the kindness of a
friend, to whom we are already deeply indebted, the triumphant
progress of knowledge and education will find inthe OBsErvER &
faithful and an early chronicle ; and we look confidently to our
missionary brethren for a record of what is doing in their higher
and more peculiar field. Two journals have been promised—the
earnest, we truet,of many others. No narrow sectarian prejudices
shall keep out from our pages any thing which is intrinsically
valuable. It shall be our ambition to make them, like the Bible,
a broad ground, where all Christians may meet in harmony ; and
to open them wide for every thing that comes with the Goapel
watch-word, ¢ Glory to God in the highest ! on earth, peace and
good will to men !
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In conclusion, we would say a very few words on the present
aspect of the Church of Christ towards Missions. She has
sent us money, she has sent us labourers, she hassent us pray-
ers, and assurances of sympathy, in nearly the usual proportions.
But, along with them, there comes over the waters the sound
of anger and contention. Human passions, and human wea-
pons find place within the walls of Zion: the voice of menace
is heard oftener than the voice of prayer; ¢ each seeketh his
own, and few the things of Christ.” We pronounce no opini-
on on the points in dispute, nor is it necessary that we should
do 80: the waves of party spirit subside into ripples ere they
reach our distant shores; and the scenes of desolation and ido-
latry around us have a blessed effect, in uniting into closer bre-
therhood the little band of the followers of the Lamb. We at
least, have reason to be humbly and devoutly thankful to God ;
for the past year has been a year of many mercies. The bless-
ed Gospel of the Redeemer has not returned unto Him void. Not
many conversions have been made, nor has there been much
visible success ; but many, very many obstacles have been taken
out of the way. In every part of Hindusthin, a rapid change in
the popular opinions is being effected, and heathenism daily
loses ground. It has been discovered that the alleged unchange-
ablenesa of the native character was little better than a cloak
to cover the apathy of their European masters ; and that when
these bestir themselves, the natives are not slow to perceive and
to follow their own interest. They crowd our schools ; they
learn our language, even our religion ; they adopt our alphabet—
not universally, no, nor even generally, but in such num-
bers, as to give reasonable ground of expectation, that
the day is fast coming, when Hinduism, like every thing
that is false, will vanish before the light of the Gospel.
Let us then be ready: let us lift the cross on high, that
when the people throw their idols to the moles and to the bats,
they may know whereunto they may resort; and let us raise
np our hands continually, that we may be made living evi-
dences of its epirit and influence.
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II.—Native Education.— Presbytery of Calcutta.

Brief Statement of ths views of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
én establishing a Presbytery at Caicutta, in connezion with the Assembly'’s
School and Mission at this Presidency.

Many of our readers are, no doubt, soquainted with the circamstances,
under which the School of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land, now in so flourishing a condition, aruse at this Presidency. The ex-

iency of an institution, having in view the Education of Native youth,
me apparent, and the way to it was obviously paved with the .
er facility, when a branch of the Church of Scotland was extended to

Indie, in 1814. It was not, however, we believe, until 1823, that the sub-

ject was distinctly brought before the General Asssmbly in 8 memorial

from the Rev. Dr. Bryce, and the gentlemen then forming the Kmx

Sezsaton of 8t. Andrew’s Church. Fortunately for so good a cause, it found

in the late Rev. Dr. Inglis, of Edinburgh, a supporter of the most

acute judgment, the most ardent zeal, and the most unwearied diligence.

To the enthusinam with which this distinguished churchman took up the

cause of Native Education in India, and the deservedly extensive influence

he powsessed in the church, the Institution, now enjoying so general and
well-merited a reputation, may truly be said to have been indebted for its
existence. We should fear that the death of Dr. Inglis will be felt by
it as a very grievous loss, not to be speedily repaired, did we not rest in
the hope, that the revered and respeoted Father of the Mission lived long
enongh to inspire others with the same rzeal and industry in its oupgort,
which so remarkably distinguished himself ; and did we not know from
the very best authority, that there now prevails over Scotland so general

s persuasion of the benefit which it is producing, that we cannot doubt of

the continuance of the patronage, which hitherto, unquestionably, it has

;)v:ed in o great a measure to the personal character and exertions of
. Inglin.

It i:s almost saperflucus to remark, that an Institution, maintained by
the benevolence of a Christian people, emanating from a Christian Church,
and sabject to her spiritnal nmf ecclesiastical authority, must, in every step
taken by it, have in view the promotion of knowledge, and the spread of
education, upon Carisriax principles.

The lessons selected, when the scholars are sufficlently advanced to be
carried forward after this universally practised mode of instruction, are
therefore, many of them, from the Christian Scriptures; and thus, the
pupils beoome necessarily acquainted with the Bisr» history of man, his
creation, his duty to God, his fellow.creatures and himself—his recon-
ciliation to God by Jesus Christ—and the destiny that awaits him in
another and eternsl world. To ground their education on any other

em, were obviously to interpose the most effectual barrier to
their advancing a single step in the path of that knowledge, in
which it is the ebject of the school to conduct them. To contrive
sny means of carrying on their literary, scientific and moral improve-
ment, while, at the eame time, the elements of religious information are
altogether withheld, does not appear to us to be possible—could never,
certainly, be sanctioned by an enlightened Christian Church, were it even
racticable,—and o far as it may have been attempted in other quarters, has
een productive, we fear, of fruits over which there is little reason to re-
joice. The School of the General Assembly has, in our opinion, struck into
the happy road, in regard to the Elementary Education bestowed, which

-must recommend it to every Native who is really desirous, that his son should
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recgive instruction in that knowledge, which so greatly disti en, and
has 50 highly exalted, the European charaoter and power. according .
ly, it is now confirmed by the experience of several years, that no objec-
tions are offered by Hindu parents to their children receiving an education
founded oa these principles, and conducted on this system. The number
now under instruction at the Scotch 8chool is not less than five hundred
and ; and were the funds sufficient, and the accommodation possessed
? the Institution more extensive, this number might be greatly enlarged.
he branches of learning taught in t.hilddepag:ent of the -dl:ol COID-
prebend English grammar, reading and arithmetic, geograp
tical and physical), elementary mxemnie-, including algebra, znsp:lhj;
wse of logarithms, translation and composition in English and Bengsls,
a brief survey of history, ancient and modern, the Bible, and s compre-
hensive outline of the evidences, and leading doctrines of Christianity.

Bat we have already nuticed, that besides an elementary department,
there is to be attached to the Institution a branch having in view the
higher object of qualifying Native Youth for bewmmﬁ emselves the
instructors of their countrymen. The General Assembly would a;
:hﬂ::o ueno;te:he outaot.,:dhn nn:i.l Nni::.i:;uumu ul.lntllre employed

work ueati enlightening ative mind, little, compara-
tively speaking, can bengdone over 80 immense a field as presents itself, by
labourers alone. They have, therefore, always looked forward
to a peried, when they would be in a position to employ these instrumentas,
and they have justly regarded the attaining this position as 8 most import-
ant epoch in the history of their Institution. this period has arriv.
ed sooner than the General Amembly perhaps , may, in t, be
ascribed to the fact, that before the Church of Scotland moved to the
work of Native Education in India, much had been done by other bodies,
that had devoted themselves to the instruction and eanlightenment of the
N.ﬁ':u.h mind ; n]:lnx;d l(:hmly of the s:eu- attending the labours of her
own t ers, whi 28 Bu er moet ine tions, a
considerable number of Native m“e thus bmendemn gmt'
measure, qualified for receiving the higher attainments required to fit
them for beeoming themselves teachers of their countrymen.

Bat whilsthe General Assembly saw the vast importance, indeed the abso-
lute necessity, of creating, if possible, a body of Native teachers of this high-
er description, they did not shat their eyes to the high responsibility they
must take on themselves in sending forth such a body, when found willing to
act UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THN CBURGH oF SooTLAND. To have entrust-
ed so difficult and delicate s task to the Missionaries of the College alone,
would have been a very wide departure from the form and practice of that
church ; and might, in the eye of the public, feil in furnishing that secu-
rity aguinst abnse, 5o essential to the success of the great object in view.
To have conferred on the sad elders of the Kirk Session of 8¢,
Asdrew's Church, the power of licensing Native preachers of the
under her authority, would also have been more at variance with establigh.
ed ecclesiastical practica than the case demanded, while the means were
at hand of creating a Preobrarlnl body at Calcutta, from among the
ordained ministers and lay-elders of the National Church, now resident
at this Presidency. The eral Assembly accordingly resolved to estab.
Lish the Presbyterial body, which has now been organized, eonliltlng of the
two clergymen of 8t. Andrew’s Church, the ordained teachers of the Mis-
sion, members ev-gficio of the Presbytery of Calcutta, and two laymen,
elders of the Chareh, chosen from year to year from among the Kirk
Bession of 8t Andrew’s Church. This body the Church at home have
invested with very extensive powers, as regards the Natives to be employed
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as religious teachers and preachers, UNDER THE AUTRORITY OF THR CHURCEH
or Scorranp. It belongs to the Presbytery, and it is the first part of their
duty that will attract their attention, to lay down the qualifications, liter-
ary and theological, which they will require from the Native youth, as.
piring to this situation. In doing this, the assistance of the gentlemen of
the Mission will be invaluable ; while in the general composition of the
Presbyterial body, the public will have the strongest guarantee, that can be
desired, that the greatest care will be taken, that neither the character
nor the cause of Christianity be endangered by a rash and indiscriminate
admission into its ministry, even in the subordinate departments as yet con.
templated of Catechists and Preachera. The Assembly’s Institation will
farnish the means of reaching the Literary and Theological attainments
required; and a previous attendance on the Lectures in that Seminary,
for such a term as may be laid down, will be an indispensable requisite te
appearance before the Presbytery. Of the amount of qualifications re-
ceived at the Institution, the Presbytery will, of course, be the sole and
ultimate judges: and where a Native teacher or preacher shall appear,
either in life or doctrine, to act in a manner unbecoming his character and
office, the Presbytery are suthorized by the Assembly to deprive him
of his license, and station in the Church, without reference or appeal to
the superior judicatories,

It is also, however, within the scope of the Assembly’s Miesion, to admit
into the higher or Central Institution Native youth from the Semina-
ries under the superintendence of all other Christians, labouring along
with the Church of Scotland, in diffusing the blemings of Education
over India. Such youth, when once instructed, may also of course, be sent
forth in the capacity of teachers and religious instructors of their country.
men UNDER THE SUPERINTENDENCE AND AUTHORITY OF TRE RELIGIOUS DENO-
MINATIONS TO WRIOH THEY ADHERE. As they will not belong to the Church
of Bcotland, they can in no way be subject to her authority, or come under
that of the Presbytery of Carcutta. All that will be required of them,
will be a strict conformity with such rules as may, from time to time, be
laid down for admission intq the Higher or Central Institution of the
Scotch College, by the Committee of the Assembly’s Mission at home, or
the agents acting under their authority in this country ;—and in return for
the instruction afforded at the Assembly’a Institution, it will, of course, be
expected, that the bodies desirous of obtaining its benefita for their own
eﬁucated youth, will contribute as far as possible to the funds of the

ission. .

The funds, appropriated to the support of the General Assembly’s Mis.
gion, had their origin in a public subscription made at Calcutta, under su-
perintendence of the Kirk Session of 8t. Andrew’s Church, simultaneously
with collections made over the different parishes in Scotland, at the recom.
mendation of the General Asembly. Maay individuals, both at home and in
this country, who take an interest in the diffusion of Christian Knowledge,
contributed, and still continue to contribute annually to these funds ; and
from these sources alone has the Institution hitherto been maintained.
They have heretofore been able to sustain it on a highly respeotable and
efficient footing ; but as the sphere of its utility is every day extending,
it is obvious, that a corresponding extension of public benevolence will be
demanded, and we doubt not, will be cheerfully afforded.

In conclusion, our readers will perceive from the statement now given,
that so far as the great body of scholars now under tuition at the General
Amembly’s School are concerned, the Presbyterial body, at length erected
here, is invested with no right or power of interference. The system of
General Native Education remains precisely on the same footing on which
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it now stands, and which has given so much satisfaction to that part of the
Native population, who have patronized it. The powers and duties of the
Presbytery commence, when any Native Youth are found, convinced of,
and converted to the faith of Christisnity, and desirous of being themselves
instruments indiffusing its knowledge among their countrymen, unpEr THS
avrHorrTy of TEE CoURcE or Scornanp. These are invited to apply
to the Presbytery of Calcutta ; and theymust come to it, as we have seen,
accompanied by such knowledge of the evidences and dootrines of Chris-
tianity—such proofs of the sincerity of their faith—such testimoniala of
their general good conduet, and such evidence of their attainments in the
preacribed branches of study, as may, in the opinion of the Presbytery,
qualify them for the office to which they aspire. No tests or qualifications
now unknown are required from Native youth, on entering the Assembly’s
Institution, and proceeding to the highest class of advantages which it
bolds out. And it is also most important to ohserve, that no obatacles are
thrown in the way of educated Native youth becoming inatructors of their
countrymen,inthe eame knowledge they have themselves acquired, without
reference lo eny profestion or belief in the doctrines of Christianity. The
distinction between this class of Native educated youth, and that with
which the Presbytery are concerned, must therefore be kept in view. The
Iatter class will alone go forth as religious teachers and instructors, unozn
yHE AUTHORITY OF THE CHUROH OF S00oTLaND: but where teachers unac.
companied by this guarantee for their character and qualifications are de.
manded, the Assembly’s Mimsion will furnish them, as is now its aim, trast-
ing, that by the blessing of God, the obstacles that etill stand in the way
of an open and avowed reception of Christianity, as the basis of all Native
Edueation, will be more and more removed.

II1.—Theology and Natural Science,or a Review of Bretsch-
neider's ¢ Letter to a Statesman.”

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dear GenTLEMEN,

Every well informed person, I conceive, must by this time have
come to the conclusion, that, as it regards the whole of Europe, the
sun of Atheism has set never to rise again. The evident marks of
design and adaptation to future circumstances which the increasing
light of science has shewn to be discoverable in every object
around us, furnish daily with additional and most powerful wea-

ns the enemies of Atheism as a matter of belief ; while not merely
its inability to ameliorate the condition of man,but its direct tenden-
cy to debase and brutalize him, as evidenced by the awful scenes
of the first French revolution, have fully condemned it as matter
of experiment.

Men, however, by nature dislikes intimacy with God, and, if
constrained to admit that He governs the world, foolishly and
wickedly desires, that this government should be as lax as possible.
Many, therefore, who have been driven from Atheism, have taken
refuge in Deism—a system, it must be allowed, far more plausi-
ble, but lamentably inadequate to afford true peace to the
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conscience, or elevated direction to the conduct. To such senti-
ments the dicoveries of modem science have been by meauy
supposed to give considerable countenance; and it has not
unfrequently been asserted, that if Nature is interrogated, she must
pronounce against the Scriptures as a revelation from her Great
Author. A paper, intended to satisfy Bour readers that it is just
the contrary,—that the believer of the Bible has nothing to fear
from Science ; that she only illuminates the Scriptures by her
interesting discoveries, and strengthens them by her well-establish-
ed facts, has long appeared to my mind very desirable ; and I had
lately pl;fosed to myself to attempt something of the kind, when
I received from North America a recent number of the ¢ Theo-
logical and Literary Review,” and discovered in it the following
article, which I conceive is admirably adapted to the purpose,
and renders any further remarks on the subject from my pen
quite unnecessary. .

In order that I might not intrude too much on the space which
is so well occupied by your original communications, I have omitted
considerable portions of the review, as well as of the introductory
remarks of the journal referred to; and, through the kind aid of a
friend acquainted with German, have,in a few sentences, been euas-
bled to make the version of what remains more conformable to a
recent edition of the original work. As itis, I earnestly recommend
it to the candid and prayerful perusal of every intelligent reader of
your valuable publication.

I remain,
Dear Gentlemen,
Caloutta, Nov. 19¢h, 1834. Your’s faithfully, B
wTA.

¢ The fol.lowlns article Is taken from the ‘/ Evangelical Church Journal," published at
Berlin, under the direction of Dr. Hengstang:rg. It was written principally in
veference to Bretschuelder’s first ¢ Letter 0 @ Statesman,”’ which has thed
much attention in Germany, and has been regarded at the most able of the innu-
merable stat. ts and vindicati of modern German Rationalism, which have
been called forth by the attack lately made upon itin the Journal from which this
article is extracted. In this letter Bretschneider takes the ground, that there
must be some compromise between the untl&uted doctrines of theology, and the
results of modera scientific pursuits. To effect this compromise he regards ss
the office of Rationalism. ‘‘ Rationalism,' according to him, * to
restore the interrupted harmony between theo and human sclences, and is the
necessary product of the scientific cultivation of modern times.”” He goes on to
specify instances of disagreement between the established articles of the Christian
faith, and the latest results in the varlous departments of natural philosophy.
Selecting uniformly those results which militate against the Bible, rather than
those which agree with it, and pres these results to be lnfnlllba.tme,
Stlmugh they are notorioualy hypothetical,) he arrives at his conclusion, t the

octrines of theology must be so modified as to agree with the progress of science
or fall iato contempt.

4 1n a full refutation or Rationalism, as thus lained, it would be necessary to show
that Revelation is an independeat source of knowledge, and not merely co-ordinate
with nature, but superior to it ; so that its truths, instead of belng liable to modi-~
fication from any alleged discoveries in nature, aro rather tho standard by which
the trath of the latter should be tested. It is indeed to be pr d, that Reve-
lation and Nature, when rightly understood, never really clash, haviog God for
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their common Author. But in case of an apparent discrepancy, it {s certalnly
wroag to make Nature, which is lower, the measure and criterion of Revelation,
which is bigher, and more immediately and directly from God. But the writer
of the following article desceuds from this vantage ground, on which the theolo«
is entd to l:;l. u:} Illn:ltg.h and eoaqn;ersﬂ:‘l;deu on its own level,
nothing of the t, whicl t 80 casily i to the theologian,
dy:‘nc ::nthmn.hg as false any doctrines of natural sclence, however con.
frmed, which should conftict with the positive doctrines of Revelation, he shows
that there are no well established results of scientific investigation, which do thas
conflict with the Bible, and that the highest oracles of the sciences themselves

have in favour of the doctrines of Revelation, and in opposition to the
h of an infidel philosophy. This article ls not one of great pretensions.

Its chief merit consists in a sprightly and popular style, and in the ample
testimonies it adduces from the highest scientific authorities, in favour of the
doctrines

of Ravelation.
¢ Dr. Bretschacider has of late entered into alliance with natural sclenece, in opposition

to %mch is entrusted to bim. In his ‘' Letter toa Stateaman,’’ hy
maations y the particnlar points A which he builds his argument.
His attacks belng direct, admit of a nite rejoinder. He says, ‘“ The
experimental sclences of every kind, have had & more sensible and disturbiog
action upoa the ald system than even speculative philosophy.’’ Among
these sciences heenumerates,*’ The whole knowledge of nature,—geology, geogra-
phy, ethnology, astronomy.'’ He then proceeds to mention several of the most
fmportant doctri

nes and facts of scripture, ‘against which these sciences have
come out, either in direct or lndirect opposition. We shall now proceed to exa-

mine more el the attacks made upon the Bible by geology, astronomy, and
aathropology, as founded upon our acquaintance with different nations.
I. Gworogy AND THE BraLm.

* Geology,” aocording to Dr. Bretachneider, *“ can no longer succeed in
reconciling the Moaaic account of the Creation, with the revolutions which
our globe has experienced. It teaches, without inquiring how the theolo.
gian can extricate himself in this matter, that the earth has passed through
many great epochs of formation, of indefinite, but long, duration, and that
the first creations upon it afterwards perished.” If the Bible speaks of a
ficod, which was universal, and covered all the mountains of the earth,
« this is now known to be mathematically impossibls, since we have become
sequainted with the entire globe, and understand the laws by which the
swelling of the sea is governed.” i

To begin with the ;Soint, we wish to know who haa shown, or is able
to show, this mathematical impoesibility ? A late distinguished geologi-t'
says, “* We have attempted to penetrate as far as pessible beneath the sur-
face into the interior of the earth. But if we compare the depth to which
we have actually penetrated, with the real diameter of the earth, it will ba
seen, that we have scarcely broken the surface, and that the scratch of a
needle on the varnish of one of our common terrestrisl globes, is propor-
tionally much deeper, than the deepestﬁorforations with which we have ever
penetrated into the interior of the earth.” If now at the time of the flood,
there was not only a rain of forty days upon the earth, but all the ** foun-
taine of the great deep were broken up,” is it 8 mathematical impossibility,
that a gush of water, from the interior of this monstrous ball, should cover
the mountains, which, in comparison with the diameter of the earth, are
exceedingly diminutive ? Fhe nroduction of water in the dropsy, and other

dissases, would seem t0 be 1. aathematically imposaible ; and yet the
fact is plaint ; equally certs. the fact of a former flood, overflowing
¢ Brogulart.

The t physician, Peter Fran :ntions a girl, who bad taken during 24
hu.';n, orﬂy 7 lbl:. !veight of flulds, and , 1thesamo timeproduced 36 lbs. of water.
The fluids produced were, therefore, 20.  more than those received. We may there-
fore consider these 29 1bs. of water in one 1y as equal to the fourth part of the whole
weight of the girl, sssuming her weigl. to have been 116 lba. &a such persons
are asually lean. The cubic contents of the waters of the deluge, Its height

[+
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the mountains, appear to the naturalist, (even independently of the Bible,
and of the traditions of many ancient nations agreeing with it,) when he
finds millions of sea-shells upon the highest mountain tops,—when ha
knows that the avalanches in the Himdlaya mountains in Central Asia have
brought down skeletons of horses from an elevation of 16,000 feet, from
summits which no man, not to say beast, is now able to reach. And how
many facts are there of a similar nature to these !

In many cases, it would be better if men would not put on so much the
appearance of knowing to & very hair what is poasible, and what is impos.
sible in the universe. Some forty yesrs ago, when a learned man read in
Livy, that it had rained stones ; or heard that in the church at Eusigheim,
a stone was shown, which, judging from its imscription, had fullen from
heaven; he would ehrug his shoulders at the henest credulity of our worth_y
ancestors in believing something mathematioally impossible. But, after it
had repeatedly rained stones in our own day, the Academicians were ob.
liged to allow, that what they had so long regarded as mathematically
impossible, had actually taken place, and the raining of stones was then
put down as a fact in natural history. Many of them now assume the air
of understanding the proocess of the thing from the very bottom, and shrug
their shoulders at the honest peasant who cannot understand the thing as
they do, and who expressea modest doubts at their explunations Thus it
goes in the world.

Geology now, according to Bretschneider, ¢an no longer assent to the
Mosaic account of the creation, and professes this, unconcerned how theo-
logiane may proceed in the matter. The theologian too, might take his
stand upon the book of Genesis, unconcerned how the geologist could re-
concile himself with this. Such, however, is not the oplnion of Dr.
Bretschneider. He says, (p. 77,) “ That the theologian can refute the
sciences which depend upon experience, and are independent of theological
principles, appenrs of itself to be impossible, and the attempt, should it be
actually made, must be wholly fruitless.” Should there be a collision,
therefore, between the Bible and—mnark well—not nature, but natural
philosophers, Dr. Bretschneider would not hesitate 8 moment to declare
himself ngainst the Bible, and in favour of the infallible philosophers,—
proving himself decidedly unbelieving as to the Bible, and superstitiously
confident in natural philosophy, s if it had never erred. Bat how often
has philosophy erred, and how often does it still err every day !

Let us consider now more particularly, the alleged collision between
Genesis and geology. The geologist has to do especially with the presens,
with the mountaina and what concerns them, as they are spread out before
his eyes. From the observation of that which now is, he refers back to
the manner in which it has become thus; and here his fancy, which natur-
ally plays a principal part in this calling up of the past, often seduces him to
an unbridled deduction of consequences. A small, a very small part of the
solid land has been explored with any tolerable accuracy. ~ The bottom of the
sea, which covers two-thirds of the surfice of the earth, is wholly unknown.
How trifting are the depths below the earth’s orust into which we have pene.
trated, we have already seen by the comparison of the scratch in the var-
nish of the globe. Since then, the amount of our knowledge of the present
surface of the earth is 8o small, the merest tyro might hence conclude,

being taken, according to Moses, at ahout 5 miles, would not have amounted to more
than the 160th rutof the cublc contents of our globe. And this mass of water way
produced in no less than 40 days. I meotion this merely to compare the quantltive
relation of the organic production of water with that during the deluge, without wish.
:;f to draw a further analogy between the two cases. However, there are innnmerable

ngs iu heaven above and on earth beneath, confessedly too high for the comprehen~
slon of our scholastio wisdom.,
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how far we are removed from the point, in which we should be able to make
out any thing definitely of the past condition of the entireglobe. This is
rendered doubly difficult by the fact, that the formation of the mountains
canuot be explained, from the manner in which the elements now act upon
cach other. ““ The necessity,” says the celebrated Cuvier®, ¢ under which
geologists saw themselves, to seek for causes different from those which
we now see in operation, is the reason why they have adopted so many
extraordinary hypotheses, and wandered and lost themselves in 80 many
opposite directiona” Cuvier proceeds to mention ironically some ten of
the boldest of these h{potheses, and then eays ;  but how much difference
and coutradiction is there even among those geologists who have proceeded
with more reserve, and who did not seek for their means (moyens) beyond
the department of ordinary physice and chemistry.” He then mentions six
other hypotheses, and says, *“ I could mention twenty more, quite as dis-
tinet from each other as those which have been already named. Let me
bot be misunderstood. It is not my design to criticise their authors ; on
the contrary, I perceive that these ideas have belonged generally to men
of genius and science, who bave well understood facts, many of whom have
travelled a long time with the deaign of testing them, and who have them.
stlves furnished many and important facts for acience.” 8o Cuvier. And
now these gevlogists, so totally disagreed among themselves, and, like
Sisyphus, tasking themselves in vain, are, according to Bretschneider, to
st in j ent u Moses !

With declarations of Cuvier agree the views of all the greatest
geologists. The celebrated Alerander Brogniart concludes the work already
cited on the formastion of mountains, with these words, “ If any suppose
themselves possessed of suflicient knowledge of geological phenomena, and
are endued with 50 bold and penetrating s apirit as to be able, with the few
materials which we possess, to set forth the manner in which our earth was
created, we leave to them this eplendid undertaking ; as for ourselves, we
feel that we are in powsession neither of sufficient means nor strength, to
erect 90 bold, and probably so perishable, & structure.”

Esactly in the same spirit does the distinguished Humboldt express him..
self. “True geognosis,” he says, ‘* scquaints us with the external surface
of the earth, as it mow is ; and is a science as certain as any science de-
wriptive of natural phenomena can be. On the contrary, every thing
relating to the former state of our planet, is as uncertain as the manner in
which the atmosphere of the planets is formed. And yet it is not long since
geologists employed themselves chiefly with these problems, the solution of
which is almost impossible, and seemed to prefer to resort to these fabu.
lous times in the physical history of the worldt.”

When we read these humble acknowledgments of some of the greatest
naturalists respecting their knowledge, or rather ignorance, of the former
states of the earth, and especially of the history of the creation, we cannot
forbear to wonder, that a theologian,—a layman in natural science—should
rush on 80 boldly in the attempt to confute Moses by geology. Dr.
Bretschneider knows neither what natural history hasdone, nor what it
can do, if he supposes that in its present state it can give any certain dis-
closures respecting the history of the creation. Does it understand even the
work of preservation,—the daily production of men, animals, and plants ?
The greatest zoologist of our times, Cuvier, confesses, ** that the origina-
tion of orgmnic being is the greatest mystery in the household of Nature,
into which mortal epirit has never been able as &et to penetrate, We see
only that which is already formed, mever the first formation itself.

® Discours sur les Revolutions de 1a Surface du Globe, p. 43—1838,
4 ¢ Essal Geognostique sur le glsement des Rockes,’’ by Hamboldt, p. 8.

c?
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The deerpen investigations have never as yet unveiled the mystery of the
origin of being®.” If, then, the grestest naturalist must humbly confess,
that what lien before hia eyes, indeed his own origin, is the deepest mystery,
(* whoknows whence he came ?”') shall we imagine ourselves capable of
understanding how the heavens and the earth were formed in the i
n'mg'? * Where wast thou, when I formed the earth ? tell me, if thou art
80 wise.”

But some one may ask, (and a Christian divine ought to be the first one
to ask such a question,) have there been no results from these diligent
geological inquiries which agree with the Bible ? Yes, we respond ; exactly
those geological facts, which are most certainly and indubitably established,

ee with the Bible. It is by facts of this nature, that the flood is proved.
pon this geological certainty of a flood, Brogniart founds the two principal
divisions in hie book which has been already cited. The first comprises
the present, as he calls it postdi/uvian world ; the second, the former, or
antediluvian period. Buckland’s excellent work, ¢ Refiguie Diluviane,”
which obtained a prize from the Royal Society in London, follows, as its
title implies, the Mosaic narrative of the flood, and in a most admirsble
manner places this great catastrophe before our minds by a multitude of
observations made with great diligence, and combined together soberly,
and without any unnatural force.

We rejoice in these clear resnlts of geolognhagreeing with the Bible.
And no geological facts can be pointed out, which in themseiver contradiot
the Biblet. An apparent contradiction can result only from immature
hypotheses, built precipitantly upon premises wholly unable to support
them. Tt was this fprecipitancy which gave birth to those innumerable
geological systems of which Cuvier speaks, as we have seen. We must
thoroughly understand the account of Moses, and also the mountains of the
earth, before we ghall be able to compare them with each other. But as
Buckland well remarks, * thorough geological investigations lead back to
the Holy Scriptures, while superficial investigations lead from them.”

[To be continued.]

IV.—A short Memoir of Mr. George Bryne, of Chinsurah.

]t i8 a delightful employment to discover and trace theopera~
tions of Divine grace, as they are manifested in the dispositions
and lives of God's real children. It is peculiarly gratifying to
observe, how frequently among the humbler classes of mankind,
the sunshine of mercy {eams upon the heart, and bears witness
to the image of Chnst, which the Spirit of God hasimpressed
thereupon. Among such, the sincerity and simplicity of the

® Cuvier's ‘ Animal Kingdom.''

4 As, for example, the appearance of foasils. As the logists now connect the
Volcanlc with the Neptunian theory, there iIs no llity of fixing thml
of formation with any tolerable degree of probability. One cxample may to
show this. Brognlart, In the work before cited, considers granite as a body some-
times projected, sometimes preclpitated. Suppose a granite summit to project above
alayer of clay, which encircles it. If it is regarded as precipitated, it is older than the
Jayer of clay coveriug it, and cast upon it. If it is regarded as projected, it Is more
recent than the layer of clay which covers it, and through which it broke forth from
beneath. The ambiguity and arbitrarinees of the geological interpretation is clear. I
mentlon"thh in referenco to Dr. Bretachoelder’s ** indefinite, but long epochs of for-
mation.
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Christian character appear unencumbered by those obstacles to
gpirituality of mind and conversation, which too often prove a
great hindrance to those who live in the higher ranks. Man
are the difficulties which riches, worldly consequence, h.ig{
connexions, and the luxurious refinements of polished society,
throw in the way of religious profession. Happy indeed it is,
(and some such happy instances exist,) where grace has so
strikingly supported its conflict with natural pride, self-impor-
tance, ﬂ{e allurements of luxury, ease, and worldly opinion,
that the noble and mighty appear adorned with genuine poverty
ot; Epirit, self-denial, humble-mindedness, and deep spintuality
of heart.”

It is a pleasing consideration, that amidst the spiritual darkness
which prevails ever among those who bear the Christian name
in this heathen land, God nevertheless has a people. * A little
flock,” it may truly be called, especially when compared to the
multitudes of unbelievers; but lease! be God its number is
gradually increasing, and those who look for it, are encouraged
to hope that the vast moral wilderness of Indis, will at no very
mthe I:) day exhibit one of the fairest portions of the garden of

rd.

Mr. Geonce BryNE, the subject of thie present brief notice,
was an East-Indian by birth. Nothing particularly interesting is
known of his earlier days. He was what is usunally denominated
s moral character, and was united in marriage to a seriously
disposed female, which most probably had a beneficial influeuce
upon him. He continued, however, a stranger to real spiritual
piety, till nearly 50 years had rolled over his head. The
circamstances of his conversion remarkably displayed the free
and sovereign way in which God exercises his prerogative of
calling a sinner to himself. His first truly serious feeling arose
from a simple remark of that pious and devoted man, the Rev. H.
Townley, who was for some time stationed at Chinsursh. It
was a custom with Mr. Bryne, to call often on the Missionaries
about 5 o'clock in the evening, when he usnally found them
taking a cup of tea previously to going out for the purpose of
pmeg.in . One evening, seeing them about to depart, he said
to Mr. 'Is., “ Well, Sir, I wish you may meet with success, and
induce some natives to turn Christians.” ¢ Thank you,” replied
Mr. T. «I join in your wish, but I should like to have you
become a true Christian, as a beginning.” It pleased God to fix
this remark as the word of conwiction on his mind. It was “a
nail fastened in a sure place,” and from that time he studied,
read, and prayed, till he became a Christian of no common
growth and spirituality.

The translation of sinners, * from the power of darkness, into
the kingdom of God’s dear Son,” is the joy of Christians and the
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admiration of angels.” Every penitent and pardoned soul isa
new witness to the trinmphs of the Redeemer over sin, death,
and the grave. How great the change that is wrought! The
child of wrath becomes a monument of e, a brand plucked
from the burning! ¢ If any man be in Christ he is a new

creature: old things are passed away, behold all things are
become new.” How marvellons, how mterestmg, is the spiritu-
al history of each mdmdunl believer! He is, like David, ‘a;
wonder unto many ;” but the greatest wonder of all to himself.-

Others may doubt whether it be 8o, or not; but to Aim it is:;
unequivocally proved, that, from first to last, grace alone reigns :
in the work of his salvation. Such in a most powerful degrée:
was the conviction of our departed brother's mind, and thae’

effect of this conviction was evident in all his conduct a;id.
conversation.

Though his conversion occurred at s late period- of llfe_, ;tyﬂ
not less remarkably distinguished for its traneforming }hﬁn
ypon his mind, than for its production of those active frui
faith which are more usually expected in younger mdmd :
Bright was the exhibition of the union between true Christi
principle and Christian exertion. It seemed to be the first
abiding wish of his heart, even to the end, to prove to o
what God had proved to him, that Jesus is ¢ the way, and}
truth, and the life.” He evinced the reality of his callj
Justification, and adoption into the family of God by showip
conformity to the image of Christ, and by walkmg u“ rehglo

in iood works.” e
his health had for years been in a very precarious sts}q
and his temporal wants were supplied by a pension from ﬂo—
vernment, he devoted his time, which was entirely at his di
al, to *“going about doing good.” He might be seenaf" all.
times of the day, and at all seasons of the year, going, whem!ut
aware of an opportunity, to pray with and ex {zrt the siek
counsel and comfort the dying, to distribute tracts, to: i‘aﬂil
assemblies for any good purpose, to instruct the children, asd
in various other ways to benefit the souls of men. In the bause
of God his place was never vacant, unless sickness detained: hing
& prisoner, for it was his delight for his feet to stand mt.hlﬂﬁ.he
gates of Jerusalem. At the family altar, and in the closet, "%.bd
was 8 burning and a shining light ;™ nor will the effect of hia
E:ayers l'.]oe fulfy developed, till the day when secret things shnﬂ
revealed
The illnees which preceded his diesolution was long and
'.?l In the former part of it he merely considered it as one
his usual attacks; ; but all the means he had before found
effectual for his relief, proved unavailing, and he gradually sunk
into the grave. Months of suffering, painful days and weari-
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some nights were appointed unto him, but ¢ patience had its
perfect work.” The varions ministers and religious friends who
visited him, gave one united testimony, * Surely this is a child
of God.”

As the ears of corn ripen for the harvest, they bow their
heads nearer to the onmi).e 80 it is with believers: they then
see more than ever o%'their own imperfections, and often express
their sense of it in strong lnngunge; yet they repose with a
mwing confidence on the love of God through Christ Jesus.

nearer they advance to their eternal rest, the more humble
they become, but not the less nseful in their sphere. They feel
saxiously desirous of improving every talent they possess to
the T{:ry of God, knowing that the time is short.
trath of these remarks was daily exemplified, during
the lingering illness of the subject of this memoir. He affeo-
tionateq; and faithfully exhorted the unconverted, and encou-
raged and advised his pious friends, who felt it a benefit to
vimt him. Thus he honored Christ in his life and death.

His departure was gentle and peaceful, verifying the truth of
the text,  Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for
the end of that man is peace.”

Who can conceive or estimate the nature of that change
which the soul of a believer must experience at the moment
when, quitting its tabernacle of clay, it suddenly enters into the
presence of God? If even while we ‘“see through a ilm
darkly,” the views of Divine love and wisdom are so delightfal
to the eye of faith, what must be the glorious vision of God,
when seen face to face ! If it be so valued a privilege here on
earth to enjoy the communion of saints, ang to take sweet
counsel together with our fellow-travellers towards the heavenly
kingdom, what shall we see and know when we finally ¢ come
unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innnmerable company of angels,
to the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirita
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant !”

If, during the sighs and tears of a mortal pilgrimage, the
consolations of the Spirit are se precious, and the hope full of
immortality is so animating to the soul, what heart can conceive,
or what tongue utter its superior joys, when arrived at that
state, where * sighing and sorrow flee away, and the tears ehall
be wiped from every eye!™ Let such sweet and animatin
thoughts as these comfort her who now sits bereaved an
desolate.

The writer of this simple memorial cannot conclude, without
affectionately entreating the attention of that respectable class
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of which our departed friend was one. It is pleasing to see
their rapid grogress in literary attainments, and liberslity of
sentiment ; but are they making equal progress in religious
attainments ? A sad degree of torpor and spiritual deadness
seems, alas ! to pervade all grades of religious professors in India.
Oh ! may the contemplation of the character now brought to
notice have the effect of leading many to see what may be
attained, and of determining them from this time forward,
to * follow the Lord fully,” that after shining brightly during
their day and generation, they may at last set in peace, to rise
again in glory on the morning of the resurrection. Amen.

V.—Essay on various Points of Christian Morals, connected
with cases of Marriage, Separation, Divorce, Polygamy, &c.,
with a special reference to the cases that are now occurring
.among Converts from Heathenism, in India. Part I1.

[Continued from vol. fii. p. 552.]

In order to avoid disconnecting the several points relating to marriaga,
treated by the Apostlein the Tth chapterof his 1st Epistle to the Corinthi:gs,
we were under the necessity of passing over another subject included between
the 17th and 24th verses, and there introduced in a parenthesis as a matter
branching outof themomentous questions respecting marriage. He had stated
inv. 7,  Every man hath his proier gift of God, one after this manner, and
another after that.” This remark he applies directly to the point he was them
treating, namely, the expedience or inexpedience of marrying, eapecially in
those early daym of the suffering Church ; and thence it is that he amerta
the power of abstinence from marriage to be the result of natural tempera-
ment or acquired disci line, and in both cases the gif of God, i. e. the con-
sequence either of the natural constitution given in the formation of
each individual body, or the effect of peculiar grace received and ex-
ercised for special purposes, as of apostolical service in the Church, or
other eminent advantage. ‘‘Every man hath his proper, i. e. peculior gift,”
or qualification: as the degree of intellect, the powers of understanding,
the aptitude for art and science, the various tastes and inclinations of men
are assigned by the wisdom of the Creator for the good of the whole society
of ::-:filnd; so also their several instincts and appetites differ both in
kind and degree, with the same benevolent view of general advantage. It
would be a force upon the nature of some to marry ; equally so on that of
others to abstain from marriage : the gift of continency, where not
from natural temperament or acquired by religious discipline for special
purposes, is not within the reach of men. It is impossible indeed for those
who have never earnestly endeavoured to control their passions, to
govern appetite, to check the rovings of thought and imagination, to
abetain from the incitements of natural instincts, to discipline the sight,
to curb the will, to inform the judgment, and, by the exercises of devotion,
the pursuits of industry, the abandonment of sloth, indolence, intemper-
ance in eating and drinking, to rouse the higher powers, and give employ.
ment to the better faculties of the soul and of the heart ;—it is impossible,
1 say, for euch as have never seriously made an effort to do all this, to

imagine how much may be done, and how effectually, to keep the heart and
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the life alike pure, in the sight of God and man. Where circumstances,
the want of means or opportunity, a state of public trouble or persecution,
the calls of duty, the obligations of religion, or other sufficient reason
renders it difficult or inexpedient to form a matrimonial connexion, such
persons, therefore, will not readily perceive how much it is in their own
power to reconcile themselves to thie necessary self-denial. In such casea
every real Christianis calledupon “to keep himself pure” from ‘“the corrup-
tions that arein the world through lust, “ to have his vessel in sanctification,”
‘‘to mortify his members thatare in theearth, adultery, fornication, evil con-
cupiscense or desire,” and many others—“to cleanse himself from all filthi-
uness of flesh and spirit,” and so * to perfect holiness in the fear of God.” Yet
great as is the efficacy of a due discipline and careful piety, it is equally the
wisdom and duty of all not to expose themselves, if possible to be avoided,
to the influence of any temptation adapted to their state, natural charac.
ter, and temper, but under the most imperative call of duty or propriety.
It is better, for instance, ‘‘ to marry thanto burn ;" all unnatural attempts,
as by the obligation of premature vows or forced abstinence, to compel
one's self or others to a denial of natural instinct, to which neither tem-
per, habit nor situation dispose or encourage men, is absurd, impious and
sinful. They cannot but fail, and plunge the individuals themselves
into greater snares and deeper sin, as well as infest the world and
the church with false notions of imaginary perfection in violating thd
laws of nature, which would as certainly entail the more notorious
scandal in the result. Hence, the Apostle numbers “the forbidding to
marry” to any, and ‘‘ commanding to abstain from marriage,” to such as
are not called by God or nature to self-denial, amony those *“ damnable here.
sies and doctrines of devils,” which he so severely condemns. The difficulty
here, as is in all things else, is to take the happy medium, between an unna-
tural and ancommanded restraint, and an indorent, wanton, capricious, unrea-
sonable self-indulgence, that takes fancy for argument, and inclination for
duty, without the wish br the effort to think, reflect and pray, or to give due
weight to the duties of prudence, the calls of higher duty, or the claima of
Justice, piety and charity. Let none, man orwoman, think themselves excus.
ed from all calm consideration and becoming self-control, on the one hand ;
nor on the other, expose themselves to temptation by vainly attempting to
subdue nature. Coniro/, guide, and regulate it, they may and ought ; but
violently to coerce it is ns wrong as it will be unsuccessful, as the history of
multitudes of individuals, nay, of the Christian Church at large, especially
under the dominion of the Papacy, too fatally must testify.

This wise injunction of the Apostle on the delicate and difficult subject
of marriage, naturally led him to remark the duty to a Christian in aX
cases of subjecting himself to the will of God, and the claims of relative
duty ; ever to sacrifice inclination to the calls of Providence, the sugges.
tions of prudence, and the benefit of society. v. 17, ‘ But as God hath
distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let
him walk. And 80 ordain I in all churches.” This general principle he
branches out, as we shall now observe, by applying it 1, to the cases of
Jew and Gentile ; 2, to the conditions of freedom and slavery®.

The Jews in our Lord's time had so left the simplicity and pu-
rity of Scripture for the false philosophy of human wisdom, and
the corruptions of vain traditions, that amon other most erroneous and

rous notions they asserted, that when a Heathen embraced the Jew.
ish religion, he by that act dissolved all his former relations, and so dis.

® These questions, branching out as they do, from the principal intention of this
Essay, are too important to be passed over, and ask therefore for the indulgence of the
yeador, if they appear less directly to tho point in hand,
D
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tarbed all the obliﬁtlou of natural sentiment and civil daty. We
have already seen how Bt. Paul met this false opinion in the case of mar.
ried beathens, when one of them became Christian; whose clear duty he
declares to be, not to abandon the yet heathen wife or husband, nor to
congider him or herself released from all the obligations of the marriuge,
save by the act of the other party, the unbeliever, in puatting away or
divorcing the believing person, or at least by utter and final abandonment
and refusal to fulfil the duties of the marriage contract. There were early
what were termed Judaizing teachers in the Christian Church, i. e. persons
who either from ignorant prejudice, party spirit, or the rivalry of unholy
ambition, taught the necessity of heathen converts to Christiunity holding
themselves bound still to all the rites and services of Judaism likewise.
Circumcision,which was the ordinance of admiseion into the Jewish Church,
but was superseded by baptiam in the Christian, they declared to be still
binding, and required all to aubmit to it asa condition of salvation. No
doubt they were not slow to add too many of the worst of those corrupt
practices and erroneous doctrines with which the Jewish doctors were at
this time infected. To meet this fundamental error, the Apostle declares
explicitly, that the Gospel not only did not interfere with any of the civil
tions of men in general, or dissolve any one of the previous obligations
existing in society, whether Heathen or Jewish, insisting rather on the
positive command to Christians, * fuithfully and affectionately to discharge
all their relative duties as before with even much greater strictness and on
more exalted motives, but that Christianity was a system of faith and
virtue, intended for and adapted to all mankind, and therefore accommo.
dating its few aimple rites and ceremonials to all climates, nations, and
times ; asserting in vv. 18, 19. ¢‘ Js any man called being circumcised, lot
him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcivion, let him
not be ciroumcieed. Circumocision is nothing, and uncircumcirion (in itself) is
nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God, (which every external
rite symbolizes.) On this firet application of his principle before stat-
ed then, we have it here positively declared that Cbriatianity is no wise
connected with the distinctions of Jew or Gentile: That all nations and
all ‘Srevious religious observances of men stand precisely on the same
m und: That the Jew has no advan now above the Gen.
he circumcised and uncircumcised in Christ have the same ad-
vantages, and to their believing the smame facilitiee. So any situation of
life is equally friendly to the salvation of the soul, if 8 man be faithful to
the grace he has received. ““Let not the circumcised Jew then, who
believes, despise the unciroumcised believer from among the heathen, nor
this latter be jealous of the former, or superstitiously attempt to possesa
himself of his supposed superior advantages.” In v. 18, the Apostle re.
fern probably to an attempt on the part of the Jews to obliterate the evidence
of the Mosaic sign in their flesh by surgical operation, In the 1st of
Maccabees (1—13) some apostate Jews are mentioned as conspiring in the
days of theterrible persecutor Antiochus Epiphanes, to cast off every vesti
of Judaism, who “ made themselves uncircumcised, and forsook the ho) y
covenant, and joined themselves to the heathen, and were sold, i. e. sold
themselves, to do mischief.” So too in other times, many false Jews destitute
of all faith and virtue, in order that they might not berecognized in heathen
countries, in the public battles or otherwise, strove to disguise the mark of
the divine covenant that was upon them, to avoid persecution, contempt or
ridicule, or to procure the greater favour and acceptance. Possibly too,
some Jewish converts, in the first days of Christianity, might, in their wnin_
formed zeal against Judaism, have wished and endeavoured to abolish the
distinguishing sign of the Mosaic ordinances ; #o prone is mankind to run ever
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into extremes, and to attach overdue importanee to the esternale of religion!
The Apoetle shews the impropriety of all these excesses of & blind and eu-
perstitious jealonsy, as condemnable in that light 8s in the case of the a
tate rebels already mentioned, Infidelity and superstition very often lead
to precisely similar courses, and have fraquontl% ﬂven birth to the same
errors of opinion and practice. May all true keep equally re-
mote from both !

The ground of the condemnation thus passed upon these and similar
mistakes, is given in v. 19, ¢ Circumcision is and uncircumcision is
nothing, but the keeping,” &c. The end of all true refigion is to lead men to
the knowledge, love and obedience of Almighty God, and the observance of
all his wise and holy injunctions ; 8o Solomon closes his remarks on human fol-
ly and vanity : « {et us hear the conclusion of the whole matter ; fear God
and keep his commaadments, for this is the whole of man.” His entire duty,
interest, mfety and happiness are here involved alike in the same condition
of a just subjection to bis great Creator, Preserver and Saviour. Christian
faith is the principle in the mind, hesrt and conscience of 8 man, that teaches,
and impels him to moral obedience ; and so far as it fails to induce him to
that, it is either defective, unconfirmed or altogether erroneous. ¢ Faith
without works is desd ;” it iu a body without a soul, incapahle of any spiritual
sense, feeling or activity, and so useless to every good, religious and holy
purpose. Without true religion of heart and conduct, circumcision, baptism,
or any other axternal observance is utterly worthlees and insignificant ; with
it, in ouly so far either useful or proper, a3 it is either commanded by the
common Lord, or conducive to epiritual purposes of edification. They are
all but outward signs of inward grace, and derive their whole virtue and
utility from this latter, being the approved symbols to express it, the ordi-
nances to remind us of it, and the means for ite reception. They are ab-
surd when set by themselves, and the impiety of doing so is as great as the
proud presumption that would set them aside, when divinely commanded
to be used with faith, prayer, and reverence. As no man may dsre to re.
verse the institution of Christ, *“ Go unto all the world, and preach the
to every creature; he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that
believeth not shall be condemned ;” %0 none may venture to hold to the letter
of the ordinance, and yet neglect its inward purpose and design, without
incurring the aggravated guilt and certsin danger of presumptuous sin.
Hence the lpnlg:leoncln o8 in v. 20, ‘ Let every man abide in the same
calling wherein he was called.” Let him attend to the only real design of
Christianity, to the simplicity of faith, the purity of affection, the holiness
of behaviour, to which the gospel calls all alike. The past is no longer to
be taken into considerstion, but as it may excite 8 holy shame, s penitent
contrition for sins committed, a devout gratitude for mercy received, deli-
verance obtained, and a steady purpose of future improvement. Let Jews and
Gentiles meet wgther on equal grounds of a common piety ; for ‘ there is
one faith, one rd. one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.” Let not the Jew corrupt the simpli-
city of Christian doctrine, or disturb the minda of converts from heathenism
by doubtful questions and uncommanded impositions of Mosaic burdens, ner
these latter require the former to obliterate a divinely appointed sign of
the first covenaut but both strive rather to serve the same gracious God,
“not in the oldness of the letter, but in newness of spirit,” for “ neither
circumcision availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, but a new creature,” a
regenerated heart and renovated life, “ faith which worketh by love,” “ the
keeping of the commandments of God.”  Now totbem that walk according
to this rule, pemce be on them, and on the Iarnel of God ;" may their onl
rivalry be that of love, their sole emulation be to glorify the common Lo:
their single provocation bn  unto love and good works.”

D 2
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. 8. The second application of the Apostle’s rule is, as we have mid, to
slavery and freedom. ii 21.2¢.

Slavery, like polygamy and war, is one of those t evils which
Almighty God in his wisdom has eeen it proper to leavse':: be destroyed,
not by immediate precipitate injunction,to which the corruption of man
would certainly not attend ; rather, were Christianity clogged with such
an injunction, it would have been almost unmiversally rejected ;—but
by the slow though sure effect of divine grace. They are to be done
away, not by violent effort, but by silent influence, that like the atill small
voioce of conscience, which effects without noisy interference that which the
angry etorm of rude and harsh reproof would never rcoomplish, is destined
gradually to enlighten, moralize and humanize mankind, and to put & uni-
versal, perpetual end to all violence, cruelty, sensuality and selfishness; to
ruise all mankind in intellect, heart and condition, and to spresd righteons-
hess, charity and comfort over the whole face of this fair earth. Meanwhile
there is to be no sudden disruption of the bonds of society, no precipitate
excitement of indiscreet injurious zesl, no unjust violation of property nor
invasion of vested rights. God’s own method of emancipating tia tdlave and
humanizing the master is by making both free indeed, the sons of God, bre-
thren of the same heavenly Father. Legislators may indeed and ought,wisel
and temperately, and humanely, to devise every mode of eo-operation wit{
the evident designs of heavenly wisdom and benevolence. Charches should
contribute to the extension of knowledge on the grand schemes of Providence
and the genuine tendency of unadulterated christinnity. Individuals in their
stations, should employ every power of reason, eloquence and influence, to in-
form the public mind, and raise the tone of public feeling ; but all with the
patient poberness of truth and wisdom, the juet consideration of temperate

rudence, tbe constant impartiality of earnest piety. 8till, while every
mplement is employed, and all proper means put into requisition, to aid the
cause of humanity and goodness, let the relations of civil soeiety never be
severed or forgotten. The free and the bond, the master and the slave,
have each their obligations still, and from those duties no Christian can be
for one moment ahsolved. “ Art thou called deing a servant? care not for
it : but if thou mayest be made free, use i rather.” Let it not occasion im-
patience, insubordination, or disobedience ** to your master after the flesh,”
for “ to these,” says the Apostle, *‘ Servants, (i. e. 8ovAo: slaves,) be ye in
subjection, shewing all good fidelity, obeying in singleness of yoar heart, not
with eye service as men-plersers, but as the servants of God, dving the will
of God from the heart. ‘“ For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant,
is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s
servant.” You have obtained a better freedom than any earthly emauci.

ation—freedomn from ignorance, guilt, sin, and condemnation. ¥ou have
Eeeome the free and willing servants of God and Jesus Christ. Satisfied with
that great inestimable boon, and with the exalted privileges of Christians,
with the pardon of sin, the favor of God, the love of Christ, the hope of hea-
ven, the gifts and presence of the Holy Spirit, the comforts of grace, the
nids of prayer, and all the other blessings vouchsafed to every true Christian
of whatever state, condition, or rank, without distinction, seek not hastily
or restlessly to be relieved from the inferior and subordimate condition, in
which the call of God found you, for that is your providential place and sta.
tion ; « care uot for it,” i. e. be not vexed and harassed with perpetual wishes
and struggles to be freed from your actual position ; you may serve God in
it, and by shewing all Christian subinission, humility, and fidelity, adorn the
doctrine of God your Saviour, and honor your Great Master and Redeemer,
Jesus Christ. contrary conduct would discredit your holy profession,
frritate opposition, and throw obstacles in the way, not only of your own
speedy emancipation, but of the general reception of the gospel among
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mmsteys, which is the only really effectual method of leading to the entire .
abolition of a state of alavery all over the world. Spread the gospel, ex.
tend .Eannine religion, aid by your example and your prayers, and support
the advancement of Christianity, and you surely in the end knock off the
chaina of every alave throngh the earth, and best forward the real unfettered
blemings of genuine and happy freedom. ¢ But if thou mayest be made
free, use it rather.” No man will continue in alavery, ifhe may enjoy his

, nor remain subject to a power, which if not now, may be used
to disfavour his attention to religion, and his use of the means of grace, and
which ties him down to labour for the interests of another ; save when by
reason of age, ill health, helplessness ur gratitude, he is either unable to be-
nefit by his enlargement, or cannot so well testify his love for s kind and picus
master. Liderty with Christianity, is the source of endless good. Slavery,
never yeot a3 nhvcx, produced any thing, or great, or wise, or good; the
individual piet the elave is the utmost it permits; may it soon also
ehctun.llze:nd appily disappear from the earth, and all men ceass, whether
bond or , to be the alaves of sin !

Agunin to the master he eays, v.23, ‘ Likewise also he that is call.
ed, bei free, is Christ's servant.” Here the master is reminded
that Ae owes love and subjection to Christ, who in his own precious
blood has paid the price of his ransom from the more fatal slavery of sin
and Satan. He is taught by gratitude for this benefit totreat his alaves and
servants with mercy, kindness,and justice, and to recollect that if he be fres
himself from subjection to the arbitrary will of man, and may often as far as
kuman respousibility goes to restrain bim, act unjustly and cruelly to his
hapless slaves, he is awfully responsible to a higher than any earthly power,
bound by the eternal and inviolable laws of the Almighty, * todo justice, to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with his God,” and will finally be judged at
Hisbar, however he may escape the judgment of human laws. Again, v.23, the
Apostle says, lat, that both master and slave are God's abeolute property, his
purchasedslaves; ““ ye arebought with aprice;” bought forhigh, holy,and exalt-
ed ,and are nottobe the mere servantsof men, actuated only by aslavish
and mean dread of human inquisition und retribution, but nobly to act as in the
view and service of God. 2ndly; that a state ofslavery being attended with
many evils,and with but fewadvan either for earthly or spiritusl good, no
prudeat person will valuntarily e himself the servant of men, the slave
of mny, so depriving himself of liberty to act, and of the manysuperior advan-

of a state of freedom, whether for soul or body, for this world or the
next. Finally, in verse 24, he says, * Brethren, let every man wherein he is
called there abide with God,” shewing us that the fear and love of God are
the only mafe and sure principlesfor any man, free or slave, high or low,
to act upon, and that under that influence every true Christian is to conti-
nue content, humble, patient, faithful, virtuous, in whatever state Chris.
tianity has found him; it alters none of our relations, leasens none of our
duties, relaxesnone of our obligations ; bat on the contrary, confirms, enlarges
and purifies them all, teaching subordination, peace, and obedience to the
very slave, much more to the free servant, the hired workmen, and the sol-
dier ; justice, and kindness, and condeacension to the master, emilo{er_ and
commander ; and to aX the regularity, the diligence, the fidelit »the olinesy
becoming the purchased slaves, the freed servants, the adop children, the
happy friends and heirs of God and of Jesus Christ. May we learn these
bory ns, and be induced to pay them a ready, cheerful, conscientious,
and continual obedience.

Havarensis,

[To be concluded in our next.]
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VI1.—Propositions respecting Marrisce and Dirorce,
chiefly as they affect Hindu and Mahometan converts to
Christianity.

There is perhaps no department of Missionary labour, which
involves more important temporal consequences, or is embarrass-
ed by greater difficulties, than the right treatment of questions
affecting the marriage tie. Cases often occur, and as converts
multiply, will become more frequent, which are totally unpro-
vided for by our laws, and which can neither be determined by
general practice, nor by any well understood and commonly
recognized principles. In many of these an immediate decision
is necessary ; they will not wait until we have settled our theo-
ries ; else, if they do, there must be guilt somewhere. The Mis-
sionary feels this, and acts in the manner which appears to him
most scriptural and judicious. But each acts for himself ; there
1s no combination : and the natural result is confusion,—a con-
fusion which disturbs the gravest and most sacred relations
which obtain between man and man. It is unnecessary to point
out the advantages of introducing order into this chaos, and of
endeavouring to lay down some general system which all may
adopt and follow.

. Influenced by these views, and by weighty practical difficul-
ties, the Missionaries of various denominations in Calcutta have
frequently had the matter under discussion : and, about 8 months
ago, appointed a Sub-committee of six from their number to con-
sider the subject, and to draw up a report in the shape of rules
or propositions for the decision of all cases likely to occur. At
the first meeting of the Sub-committee, it was found that there
was & complete clashing of opinions; and that no two thought
alike. And it was not until after several meetings, long and
_ serions consideration, and & careful study of the Word of God,
with all the helps within their reach, that they were able, with
one exception, and that only on points of minor importance, to
agree in the propositions, which they submitted to their brethren.

hese propositions were only six in number, but were sufficient to
determine all the cases stated in the CER18TIAN INTELLIGENCER
for May 1834, and many others brought forward during the dis-
cussion. They have since been before four monthly general
meetings, and with a few alterations, chiefly verbal, have been
unanimously adopted by all who were present, embracing Mission-
aries of the Churches of England and Scotland, the Baptist,
London, and American Presbyterian Societies. One, or ‘rather
two gentlemen, indeed dissent; but, as was said before, on
points of minor importance.

On consulting the gentlemen of the Serampore mission, it ap-
peared, that they approved generally of the propositions, and
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had for many years adopted them in their own practice. A copy
was also sent to the Bishop of Calcutta, who pronounced no de-
cided opimion, but promised to give the subject his best consider-
ation.
Finally, it was resolved to send copies to the editors of the
CumisTiAN INTELLIGENCER and OBsERvVER for insertion in these
ublications, that, through them, the propositions might be circu-
Lted for the information of the clergymen and missionaries now
in India : and that communications on the sabject be respectfully
solicited, addressed to the Editors of the CarcurTa CarisTiaN
Ossenver®. In this way, it is to be hoped,some combined system
may be adopted, and questions, which affect the very foundations
of society, no longer abandoned to the capricious and often ill
founded decisions of individual opinion. The propositions, now
reduced to five, and accompanied by a few expll;.nstory remarks,
are as follows. I
It is in accordance with the spirit of the Bible, and the prac-
tice of the Protestant Church, to consider the State as the

proper fountain of legislation in all civil questions affecting
marriage and divorce.

This is nearly & truism. No marriage or divorce is legal, unless it be
socording to the law; and whatever the law enacts, or even izes,
is to be held valid : thus the law practically defines marriage and divorce. It
may define wrongly, and place them-on other than a scriptural foundation ;
but eo it may do in re{ud to every thing with which it meddles. Under
these circumstances, the duty of the Christian is plain. He needs not to
seek for such marriasge or divorce as is forbidden by the Bible, though
legally free to do so : and if the law refuses what the Bible allows, he must
nﬁnit to its ordinance. (Romans xiii. passim.)

The duty of the minister is a little more complicated.

Though the state may tighten or loosen the marriage tie, more than the
Bible sanctions, it is plain enough that it has no power to force him to use
improperly the authority it may have delegated to him ; and, accordingly,
it may be his duty in certain cases to refuse both marrisge and divorce.
But it seems impossible to deny the validity of either, when sanctioned by
the state, on the ground of its wanting the authority of Scripture: other-
wige, as Christians are commanded to marry only in the Lord, we would
be unmarrying nearly the whole world. The law, for instance, might allow
tso persons to marry within the forbidden degrees of relationship ; but,
however much he lamented this, no Christian minister would feel himself
at liberty to remarry one of those persona to a third party, while the other
was still alive,and the /ega/ unien undissolved. If the contracting parties were
Christians, and aware of their guilt, it would be a case for church discipline ;
bat in other cases, surely common sense and charity rel:xire, that the offend-
ers should l:eil :lncul:ed. To conclude, marriage and divorce are to be held
le and valid, when recognized in any wa; the state ; but there ma
beg:m, where though the Christian nlrows {hey legal right, he denies tbz

* The great importance of ,the measure now proposed will be our best
excuse for requesting every misaionary who reads the propositions to favour
us with his opinion of them in writing, and to suggest any alterations or
modifications which may seem to him to be for the better.—Ep,
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moral rightness : it ie his duty to suffer them, but not to form or share in
them, to bear his testimony against them, and to search the Seriptures,
that he may be enabled to choose hia own path aright.

IL
The Bible being the true standard of morals, ought to be con-
sulted in eve? thing, which it contains on the subjects of
marriage and divorce, and nothing determined evidently con-
trary to its general principles.

IMI.

Married persons being BoTu CHRIsTIANS, should not be divorced
for any other cause than adultery. But if one of the parties
be an UNBELIEVER, and though not an adulterer, wilfully
depart from and desert the other, a divorce may be properly
sued for.

We are of opinion, however, that such liberty is allowable only
in extreme cases, and when all known means ofreconciliation,
after a trial of not less than one year, have failed.

N. B.—From this proposition there are two dissentient, one from the
first clause, as being too strict ; the other from the second, as being too lax.

The proposition 18 founded, 1st, on the words of Seripture. The first
¢tlause is eatablished by Matthew v. 32 and xix. 8 ; and again in the 7th
chapter of lat Corinthians, where Paul, in laying down rules on thie
‘subject, expreasly mentions this case as having been already decided by the
Lord, v. 10, 11.

The second clause in like manner is determined by the 1sth verse, as
compared with the 27th and $8th, and Mark x. 9. The natural infer.
ence from reading the chapter is, that divorce is absolutely prohibited
when both parties are Christians,—and even when one is an unbeliever, if
the unbelieving party is willing to remain : but that it is sllowed, when the
unbeliever departs, and refuses to return. Some, indeed, from an un.
grounded, but very excusable fear, lest there might seem to be & clashing
between the words of Paul and his Master, deny that divorce is herse
spoken of. But, not to insist on the fact, that putting away, or forsaking,
and divorce were at that time convertible terms, the very verb xwpiw,
used in v. 13, occurs in Mark x. 8, where it undeniably means divorce:
and that the bondage here spoken of, refers to the marriage tie, is evi.
dent from verses 27 and 39. The Gresk word employed in these verses
ie indeed different : but of the two, the verb in the 15th verse has the
stronger import.

Bedides, if it be translated simply forsaking, then in extreme cases, such
as cruelty, misconduct, madness, or risk of life, no woman is at any time
permitted to leave her husband,which surely is not intended by the Apostle.

The last clause, “ But God has called us to peace,” answers to the note
attached to the proposition. Though a man has the liberty of divorce, lat
him use it cautiously and kindly :—let him employ every means in his
power ; let him have even recourse to the civil arm, when practicable, so
that nothing be left untried to persuade or influence his wife to remain with
him. 1f all fail, then ls he not under bondage.

2nd. This view is confirmed aud strengthened by God’s dealings with
the Jews. To them much greater latitude of divorce was allowed, because
of the harduess of their hearts, Mark x. 9, 9 : now equal hardness of heart
is accompanied in the native character with stronger ions, and & more
general want of principle, as grievous practical evils but too plainly at.
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test. It seems natursl, therefore, to expect some such allowance for them
while they remain in, what may be called, their transition state, which can
never extend beyond a mingle generation. So that the above interpreta-
tion, besides its being adopted by some of the best commentators, appears
to be in accordance with the analogy of faith.

IV.

Heathen or Mahometan marriages and divorces, recogniz-
ed by the laws of the country, are to be held valid.

But, it 18 strongly recommende?; that if either party, before con-
version, have put away the other on slight grounds, the
divorced E:ty chould, in all practicable and desirable cases,
be taken back again.

This i merely 8 modification of the 1st proposition, and requires no
comment. It was thought unnecessary to enter upon the questions of con-
tracts made during the infancy of the parties, engagements before con.
version, and other cases of a similar nature, as they are regulated by gene-
ral and well-understood principles, which affect equally Christisns and
Hindus.

In regard to Coolin marriages, it was the opinion of the best informed
in Hinduo matters, that these, as now practised, are not sanctionad by their
ewn suthorities ; and a paper is now in preparation on the subject.

v

If a convert, before becoming a Christian, has married more
wives than one, in accordance with the practice of the Jewish
and primitive Christian Churches, he shall be permitted to
keep them all ; but such a person is not eligible to any office
in tﬂe Church. In no other case is polygamy to be tolerated
among Christians.

There is no fact in history more certain than that polygamy was prac.
tised by the Jews. The most pious among them indulged in it, without
any misgiving ; and from Deut. xxi. 15, it sppears plainly, that it was per.
mitted by their law, for in this verse the verb is in the present, denoting
that both were then living. In fact, greater evils than these were tole-
rated, as will readily occur to every reader of the Mosaic law. We have
already agreed that heathen marriages are lawful ; and it further appears
that polygamy, tb discountenanced, was permitted for wise purposes by

E?melf under the Jewish dispensation. Now this settles the question.

No one will pretend to say, that a Jew, who had married two wives, and
whose marriage was recognized as valid by the law of God, could, in any
posible case, be released from the obligation, and commanded to cast one
of them adrift on society, without the emallest fault on her side. But the
time came, when God had decreed that this hurtful practice shonld altoge-
ther cease among his people ; and to put on it the stamp of his displeasure,
Paul, in his epistles to Timothy and Titus, commands, that the bishops and
deacons should be the husbands of one wife ; an expression, which nearly
all the best commentators agree, bas reference to polygamy. Indeed, the
whole proposition, besides being supported by Scripture, is so consonant
to our natural sense of justice, that it almost proves itself ; and the evil
alrendy contracied, muat ever stop at the first generation.

In conclusion, it is proper to observe, that the propoeitions embody the
opinions of the Mimsionaries generally, but the explanatory remarks were
drawn up at their request by the Secretary of the Sub-Committee, and for
these he alone is answerable.

}
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VI11.—Ezplanation of Scripture Difficulties, No. II.
1. ScRUTINY oP No. 1. WITH A FRESH DIFFICULTY PROPORED,

To the Editor of the Calcutta Clristian Observer.

Sir,—In the valuable paper of your correspondent X. Y. “ on Scripture
Difficulties,” 1 meet with a diﬂicu¥ty which I ehall be much obliged to him
if he will clear up. l';l page 556, he informs us that ‘ in the four above in-
stances, the worcf is YNY. On examining these four instances, I find them
printed in Italics, borrow twice, borrowed once, and the fourth instance is
lent. 1 can readily imagine that borrow and ask are both represented by
the same word ; for this is so, in Hindisthanf : but how comes the same
word which means ask or borrow to mean also ““ lend P’ Moreover, the
author’s argument is, that the Israelites did not * borrow,” nor the Egyp-
tians *“Jend ;” but that, the leraelites asked, and the Egyptians ¢ gare’
as presents. The word '7&2’, ehould therefore also mean give—with-
out which the charge of “ immorality” alluded to by X. Y. will not be
removed ; for things /lent should have been returned, not carried away.
The author’s argument (give me leave to observe) is at variance with the
text, “ and they sEuiled the Egyptians ;” for if the Israelites asked, and the
Egyptians gave, the transfer cannot be denominated apoiling or plundering.
Parkhurst, who is 1 believe pretty good authority, does not sbew * lend” or
“ give” for the meaning of ;nﬂ.

1 trust your correspondent X. Y. will continue his exposition of Scripture
difficulties, and I would pre to him, the various trunelations of the
word 913, which appears to have been very arbitrarily translated, some-
times being taken for *“ on this side,” and sometimes for *‘ on the other side.”
This difficulty ie started by Volneyin his Ancient History, vol i. p. 56,
with reference to Deut. i. 1 ; iv. 22; iii. 8; iv. 41—43, 46.

Your obedient servant,
A BubscriBer aND CoNsTaNT READER.

2. REPLY TO THE PRECEDING.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

In compliance with the request of one of your correspondents, who upon
reading the paper, published in your last number, entitled Explanation of
Scripture Difliculties, conceives there are two difficulties which require
further explanation, 1 beg leave to suggest the following remarks in reply
to his queries.

He states in the first place, that “ On examining the four instances (of
b to ask), I find them printed in Italics, to dorrow twice, and borrowed
once ; and the fourth instance is lent. 1 can readily imagine that horrow
and ask are both represented by the same word ; for thisis so in Hindu-
sthdni: but how comes the same word which means ask or borrow to mean
also lend. The author’s argument is, that the lsraelites did not dorrow, nor
the Egyptians lend ; bu‘;hat the lsraelites asked, and the Egyptians guve,
es presents : the word DN therefore ehould also mean give, without
which the charge of immorality alluded to by X. Y. will not be removed.”

1 admit the force of this objection, and if I could have found » single
passage in the Bible in which the word waa correctly rendered /ent, in the
common acceptation of that term, I ehould not haveadvocated the interpre-
tation which I have given. Taylor in his valuable Hebrew Concordance
gives the following meanings tothe word—1et, to ask, to give ; 2ndly, tobor-
row ; and under these two heads, he gives a variety of subordinate mean-
ings, among which will be found to give, but not that of /end, without a re-
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futation. But to satisfy the candid mind of your correspondent, it may be
desirable to examine the passages in which the word is rendered /ent by the
English translators. Omitting the passages, the interpretation of which
is st issue, the word is translated lend in the following texts : 1 Sam. i. 28.
* Therefore I have /ent him to the Lord ; as long as'he liveth, he shall be lent
unto the Lord.” T'he simple question is, Did Hannah give and devote her
wrentirely to the Lord, or did she lend him with the idea of receiving him
sgain ? It is evident, she gave him up entirely, and therefore the passage
ought to have been translated, « I have given or devoted him to the Lord ;
as Jong as he liveth, he shall be devoted to the Lord.” The next passage,
in which the word is rendered lend, is 1 Sam. ii. 20,  The Lord give thee
seed of this woman, for the loan which is lenf to the Lord.” This Taylor
eorrectly renders, © for the petition or thing asked which she asked for the
Lord.” These are the only passages in which the word is translated /ent ;
and with what propriety, it is conceived, must be evident to every indivi-
dual. To express the idea of lending, Moses employs no less than four
different verbs b, Han, 11, “T), and surely if he had intended to
say that the Egyptians lent to the lsraelites, he would have employed one
of these unequivocal terms.

But your correspondent observes in the second place, that my “argu-
ment is at variance with the text, ¢ and they spoiled the Egyptians ;' for
if the Israelites asked, and the Egyptians gave, the transfer cannot be de-
nominated spoiling or plundering.”

The firat meaning given by Taylor to '7:{), the word here used, is, to
pluck out of thenﬁanda of an oppressor, and this is the sense in which I
understand it to be here employed. The Egyptians had for many years
been dreadful oppreseors to the Israelites, and now, by & just retribution of
Divine Providence, they are made to give upthe spoils. ‘* The Egyptians
were urgent upon the people that they might send them out of the land in
haste ; for they said, We be all dead men.” They were like merchants in a
dreadful storm, who willingly consent to throw overboard all their goods,
if by any chance they may save their lives. Supposing merchants of ano.
ther vessel, with whomthey were at war, should follow that which had been
in the storm, and take the goods which had been thrown overboard, might
it not be eaid that they had spoiled theowners ? Should your correspondent,
bowever, still object to the conduct of the Israelites as unjust, I may re.
mark further, that the word here rendered spoi/ed has not uniformly that
signification. By consulting Psalm cxix. 43, he will find it thus rendered :
“ And take not the word of truth utterly out of my month.” If the things
were given to the Israelites, surely no one can accuse them of immorality
for taking them, after the barbarous oppression and spoliation which they
had experienced®.

Your correspondent alludes to another word (92)’) which he desires to
see explained, as Volney has availed himself of it to discredit the sncred
writers. No man perhaps ever laboured harder than he to overthrow the
authority of the Bible, and yet no unconverted man certainly ever contri-
buted so much to establish its authenticity. For proof of this, I refer to
Keith’s admirable work on the Fulfilment of Scripture Prophecy. To illus-
trate some of the darkest of these prophecies hehad only tu take Volneyas
his guide ; and though the latter wrote expressly to discredit these pro-
phecies, yet he has, withoat knowing it, furnished aa many proofu of their
exact fulfilment as he could have done, had he written expressly for the
purpose. In his opposition we behold 8 wonderful sight ; we see a flame

® The more common interpretation of the passage agreos very nearly with that of
our esteemed correspondent. The Iaraclites demanded back their own. The Egyp-
tians, in their fear, cagerly yielded up their goods, to satisfy this demand : and so
the people of Lerael * spoiled the Egypdans.”’—Ebp.

E 2
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bursting forth from the branches of the tree, which, while it consumes the
tree itself, casts a brilliant light on all the dark parts of prophecy around it.

That a word, having two opposite meanings, like the one in question,
should furnish an opportunity for the cavils of infidelity, is nothing wonder-
ful, nor can it be denied that such & use of words may sormetimes cause real
perplexity. The explanation given of the word by Taylor is thia. It
commonly signifieth that part of a country which. is the passage to or from
ariver. Thus the passage of the Jordan ia the country which lieth next
to the Jordan. We render it on this side Jordan or on that side Jordan,
because it is to be understood of the country on either side of the river, ac.
cording to the situation of the apeaker or the sense of the place.” Your
correspondent will recollect that opar in Hindusthén{ is used in precieely
the same manner. While on this side the river, we call the other side
opar ; but when we arrive on the other side, we call this opar. Now if there
is any p of Scripture which liyour correspondent thinks cannot be re-
conciled with the context, according to this interpretation of the word,
and he will have the kindness to mention it, I will endesvour to give it an

impartial examioation.
Your's obedientl_v;,{

VIII.—Notice of Mr. Wilkinson’s Paper on the Siddhéntas,
published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society, for
October, 1834,

We degart from our usual practice, by noticing a paper, which
has already appeared in another periodical extensively circulated,
and probably in the hands of many of our readears. This we
do for several reasons. The paper is ably written, and gene-
rally interesting ; it is the work of a warm friend to native im-

rovement, and is adapted to be a really valuable and practical
Eelp to many Missionaries and teachers, who do not read the
Asiatic Journal. The Astronomy of the Hindus, like that of
the Egyptians, or, more late‘liy, some of the fashionable geologi-
cal theories, was a stronghold, within which the infidel, driven
back from other points, always took refuge. Its alleged anti-
quity was utterly irreconcilable with the Mosaic history; and,
though in itself incapable of proof, appeared to offer no data,
by which we could determine its falsehood. And, if the system
had been altogether impostare, it might have still held its

round; for, at one time, it could boast of the great names of
%ailly and Playfair. But, unfortunately for its own stability,
it contained a certain admixture of TRuTH; and, by that, its
claims were destroyed. The extravagant periods of time, for
which the observations were carried inack, had already been
generally suspected ; but Mr. Bentley was, we believe, the first
who brought positive proof of their falsehood. He showed that
the formation of the lunar mansions, the earliest fact in Hindu
Astronomy, happened not more than 1400 years before Christ ;



1835.] Hindu Astronomy. 29

and that the § Siddhénta, the most popular and esteemed,
and generall oned the most ancient Hindu book on Astro-
nomy, ie little more than 800 years old. The easy and complete
manner, in which he demonstrated this, may be understood by
the following instances. The Surya Siddhénta reckons the
motions of the planets, and the precession of the equinoxes
from a certain epoch, which it pretends to identify by actual
observation of a mean conjunction of all the planets in tﬂe begin-
ning of the Hindu sphere. It further states, that the vernal
equinoctial point was then in the same point with the planets ; a
thing abeolutely impossible, and involving an error of no less
than 60 days, as is evident from modern astronomical tables.

Again, he determines more directly the date of the work by
a table, of which the following is & specimen :

Namezof Planets. Error, as found by LaLande’s Tables.

In 8102 B.C. In 499 A. D. In 999 A. D.
Moon,...... ......] 8° 52 84"—] 0° 20 14”"—| ouly 1’ '—
Venus, ... ... ... 32 43 46— 3 33 41— 29 4
Baturp...... ..... 21 25 434 2 50 94 3 33—

After this last period, the errors again increase, which surely
affords the most decisive evidence, that the Surya Siddhénta
was written somewhere about the year 1000 of our era. Ina
similar and equally convincing manner he proves that Bhéskar
Achirya, the author of the Siddhénta Siromani, wrote that
work about 300 years ago.

And now that very system is likely, in the hands of Mr. Wil-
kinson, to clear the way for that knowledge by which it was
undermined, and to serve as a pioneer for that religion which
it was intended to destroy.

In order to understand ﬁ'ow this may be done, it will be neces-
sary to have a general notion of the present state of Himdu As-
tronomy, a8 branching out into three leading systems. The
following is the brief but clear sketch given by Mr. Wilkinson :

The Hindus of India scem to have to have been at the time when Bhéskar
A-charya wrote, as at the present day, divided into three grand classes ;
viz. Ist, the Jains or Bauddhas, followers of the Bauddha Sitras ; 2nd, the
followers of the Bréhmanical or Purénic syatem ; and 3rd, the Jyotishis or
followers of the Siddhéntas or Astronomical system.

Ist. The Jains at that time maintained, and still maintain, that the
earth is a flat plane of immense exteat ; that the central portion of it, called
Jambudwip, is surrounded by innumerable seas and islands, which encom-
pass it in the form of belts; that the earth now is, and has been, since
ita first creation, falling downwards in 8 ; that there are two suns, two
moons, and two sets of corresponding planets and constellations ; viz. one,
for the use of that part of the earth lying to the north of the mountsin
Merd, believed to be in the centre of Jambudwip ; and the other for the
use of the southern half of the world. The moon they believe to be
above the sun, but only 80 yojans*; Mercury, four yojans beyond the

® A yojan is four coa.
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moon ; and Venus, to be three yojans heyond Mercury. The Jain banyans,
scattered through the cities and towns of R4jputéné, Mélwé, Guzerit,
and the north-west provinces of Hindusthén, profess this belief. The
opulent Mérwéri merchants and bankers, whom we find established at the
three presidencies, and in all the large cities of India, are also chiefly of
this persuasion. Their Gurds are the Jattis ; the Sarangis are also a
stricter sect of Jains.
2nd. The followers of the Puréns believe in a system very little dif-
ferent from that of the Jains. They also maintain that the earth is a cir-
cular plane, having the golden mountain Meri in its centre ; that it is 50
crores of yojans in superficial diameter ; that Jambudwip (which immedi-
ately surrounds Merd, and which we inhabit) is one likh of yojans in
width ; that this dwip is surrounded by a sea of salt-water, also one ldkh
of yojans in width ; that this salt sea is encompassed by a second dwip of
.. two lakhs of yojane in breadth, and it again by a sea of sugar-cane juice
of the same width ; that five other belts of alternate islands and seas
(each island being of double the width of its predecessor, with n sea of the
same width as its adjacent island), succeed each other in reguler order.
The seas are of fermented liquor, ghf, milk, dhaf, and sweet-water. The
Puréns assert, that the earth is not falling in space as the Jains maintain,
but is supported by the great serpent Shesha. Buch at least is the asser-
tion of the Bhigavata, the most popular of the Porina. In others the task
of supporting the earth is allotted to the tortoise, or to the boar Vardha.
The Purdns maintain that there is hut one moon and one sun ; that
the moon however is at a distance from the earth double of that of
the sun; that the moon was churned out of the ocean, and is of
nectar ; that the sun and moon and constellations revolve horizontally
over the plane of the earth, appearing to set when they go behind
Merd, and to rise when they emerge from behind that mountain ; that
eclipses are formed by the monsters Réhu and Ketu laying hold of the
sun or moon, Against whom,: as well as against all the other deities of
heaven, they bear implacable enmity. Vwva’asi is believed to be the
author of all the Puréns; he was probably the compiler of them ; he is
revered as divinely inspired. Snanxar A’caa’rya, who flourished about
400 or 500 yenrs ago, distinguished himself as a supporter of this system,
and as an enemy and persecutor of the Jains; he was also a reformer,
but his reforms were confined to mornls, and to religious institutions
and sacraments, The fullowers of the Purédns are by faur the most
numerous of the three classea. The Bréhmans genemlf;', the Rajpits,
Kuiths, and indeed the mass of the population throughout Indis, all
belong to this class. ]
8rd. The jyotishis or followera of the Siddhéntas believe in a aystem
widely differing from both of these. Their system is, with the exception
of a few inconsiderable differences, that of Ptolemy. They teach the
true shape and size of the earth, and the true theury of eclipses, The
earth they place in the centre of the universe, around which revolve in
order, us taught by Ptolemy, the moon, Mercury, Venus, the sun, Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn. The irregularities in the motions of the sun and
moon they account for by supposing them to move, as also did Ptolemy,
in epicycles, whose centres revolve in their circular orbits. The authora
of the Siddhéntas, and especially Baa sxar A’cHa YA, the suthor of the
most recent and most popular Siddhanta, called the ¢ Siddhénta Siromani,”
have spared no pains to expose and ridicule the monstrous absurdities of
the Jain Butrés and the Purdns. They have always professed in their
writings the greatest admiration for the learned men of the West, the
Ionians or * Yavons;” whilst the Purins have denounced those who
bold any communication with men of thes¢ nations, termed by them the
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lowest of the low. A'mva Baat, the author of the A‘rya Siddhénta,
expressly maintains the daily revolution of the earth on its own axis,
though not its annusl revolution.

It is strange enough, but not more strange than many other
inconsistencies connected with Hinduism, that these three scects
agree in having a profound, even a religious, veneration for all
the Siddhintas, especially for the Surya Siddhinta, which they
firmly Dbelieve to have been revealed by the Sun himself. Of
this veneration, Mr. W. proposes to make extensive use. As
nearly every village of India has its Astronomer, or Astrologer,
who can go through the ordinary calculations, though he under-
stands but little of their nature, and still less of the system on
which they are founded, by teaching them the truths contained
in their own books, which they will readily receive, a door will
be opened for the introduction of the further knowledge of
Europe ; and we shall thus give them a taste for knowledye
through means of their own books. But we will allow Mr.
Wilkineon to advocate his own scheme.

From the extract now forwarded it will be at once seen, that there can
be little or nothing which we héve to teach in Geometry, Burveying, und
Trigonometry generally, in Geography or Astronomy, of which Baa’sxanr
A’caa’rva bas not already given us the first principles, and for enabling us
to explain which, he will not afford us many new and also the most appro.
priate arguments, inasmuch as they will be best suited to Hindu taste.
And what can be more flattering to the vanity of the Hindu nstion, or
more grateful to their feelings and prejudices as men, than to see their
own great and revered masters quoted by us with respect, to prove and
illustrate the truths we propound. At the presidencies, and even at many
large stations, we may prosecute with succees a scheme for educating the
people, by at once teaching them English, or, by other means equally
divect, attacking all that is false and absurd in their belief. At these
places, all the causes above enumerated concur to prevent the failure
of such 8 scheme. But this plan of educating the mass of the peo-
ple in the interior of India, vgere Enflish can never be of any practical
avail to any but a very few, is perfectly visionary ; to hope to educate
them by translations in the Roman character, is little less so. Even
translations into their own language and in their own character, are
frequently wholly unintelligible to the best educated natives. I could
quote many proofs of this, but the mention would be invidious ; the
obvious cause of failure in all these cases is, that in these schemes we
mske ne account of men’s passions and weaknesses and prejudices, and
have neglected to consult their tastes and present state of knowledge. By
pursuing the course I now advocate we sail with the current, favorable
gales vastly accelerating our progress ; by directly attacking on the other
hand the strongest prejudices of our nature, as is done in the other case,
we struggle with an adverse stream, and with bafling winds, and will be
found to have struggled comparatively in vain.

The extract here referred to is quite a curiosity in its way,
and makes us long for more from the same quarter. How ac-
curately he lays dowmsthe doctrine of the earth’s attraction, and
how unconscious he appears of the mighty consequences that
may be drawn from it ! Indeed the cxtract altogether is a sin-
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lar picture of the strength and weakness of the human intel-
ect. We are sure that many of our readers will thank us for
inserting it at length, with Mr. W .’s lively commentary.

In the first three verses Baa’skar A’ona BYA, after stating the earth to
be a sphere poised in space, exposes in a most rational and forcible man-
ner, the Purénic doctrine of its being supported by the grand serpent
Sheshé, or any material thing.

In the 24th and 25th verses, our author shews, that he had got a glimpse
of the true nature of attraction and gravity ; he then proceeds in the 26th,
27th, 28th, and 29th verses, to e in his own way (not altogether phi-
losophical), the Jain articles of belief, that the earth is perpetually falling
in space, and that there are two suns, two moons, and two sets of constel-
lations.

In the 30th, Slet, and 32nd verses, by a very rational argument, the
modern Bréhmanical belief of the earth’s flatness is exploded ; he ridi-
cules the idea of their immense mountain of gold, called Meri, and ac-
counts for the apparent flatness of the earth.

In the 83rd, 84th, and 35th verses, he gives euccinct general directions
for the measurement of an arc of the meridian, and thence deduces the
real magnitude of the earth, deriding the absurdity of the dimensions al-
leged in the Puréns.

In the 36th verse, he shews such a limited knowledge of geography,
as would entail a whipping on any boy of eight years of age in Europe ;
but in the three last verses, he shews that he, 800 years ago, had such
[ J)erfect knowledge and conviction of the consequences resulting from
admitting the spherical form of the earth, viz. of the existence of antl-
podes, &c. as the priests and princes of Europe could not be persuaded to
entertain four, or even but three, hundred years ago; and for asserting
which, they were sending our earliest philosophers to the dungeon.

Eaxiract from Bhéskar A'chérya’s Treatise on the Globes.

Verse 21st. This sphere of the earth, formed of the five elementary princlples,
viz. earth, air, water, the ethereal atmosphere, and fire, is perfectly round, aad en-
compassed in the orbits of the Mooun, Mercury, Veous, Mars, Jupiter, Satnrn ; and
Instly, by that of the constellations. It has no material supporter, but stands fixed
In nir by its own inherent force. On its surface, all living and inanimate objects
subsist throughout, as well Titans, as human belngs ; gods, as well as Daityas.

Verse 290d. 1ts.surface is bespread on all sides with numberless mountalns and
groves, towns and buildings, as the bulb of the flower of the Kadamb tree is covered
with filaments without number.

Verse 23rd. Let it be admitted, that this earth is supported by any material sub-
stance, or living creature, still for the support of that, a second supporter is required,
and for that second in like manner, a third {s necessary. Here you have the absur-
dity of an interminable succession: if reduced to admit a power of self-support in
that which you place the last of the aeries, I would ask, why not admit the same

wer in the earth itself, the fArst of the aeries ? for the earth is one of the forms of
the eight-fold divinity.

Verse 234th. As heat Is the lnherent property of the sun and of fire ; as cold of
the moon, fluidity of water, and hardness of stones ; as the air 1s volatile, and the
earth is immovable, and as other wonderfal (oh | how wonderful 1) properties belong
to other things : —

Verse 25th. In like manner, the power of attraction is inhereut in this globe of
earth. By this fnherent power, any thiag heavy projected Into the alr is at
down to it. The thing so project«{ appears to be falling of itself ; but in fact, it is
io a state of being drawn downwards by the earth. If, with the Jains, you suppose
the earth to be perpetually falling in space, in what direction, I ask you, isit falling ?
Above and helow and all around the ethereal expanse is equally outspread.

Verse 26th. That the earth is poised in space, and without support, the fallest
Rssurance Is felt from beholding the revolutions of the cireling constellations ; but
the Jains maintain, that it is perpetually falling downwards in space ; resting the
proof of this assertion on the fact, that all heavy things naturally fall downwards,
and that the earth is the heaviest of heavy visible things.
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Verse 27th. The Jains aad others likewise maintain, that there are two suns, and
two moons, and also two sets of constellations, which are rising In constant alterna-
ticn. But to them I give this appropriate answer.

Verse 38th. Let it be admitted, that the earth is falling downwards in space ;
but O Jain, dost thou not see that every heavy thing projected into space, comes
back again to, and avertakes, the carth ? How then can your idle proposition hold
good ?  If true, & heavy thing once projected into air would keep at an uaiform dis-
tance from, but never overtake, the earth.

Verse 39th. What can I say to your folly, O Jala, who without object or use
supposeat & double set of constellations, two suns, and two moons? Canst thou
a0t at times see the circumpolar stars revolving round the polar star, even in brosd

-light 2
h‘me 30th. If this blessed earth were lke the surface of a looking glass an ex-
tmded plane, why should not the sun, even when removed to a distance from the
earth, us at aight, (the Purdns assert that it revolves la a horizontal cirele, as it
does when seen from the poles,) still be visible in every part of ite revolation to men,
83 well as to the ?

Veree 31st.  If (the intervention of) Merfi causes night, why is not this mouatain,
whea between us and the sun, visibly developed to our eyes ? Let it be granted that
this Merti is, as is stated in the Purdns, situated to the north, pray tell me why
w&enuevnﬂultuulnthennth,ult does when it has southern declina.

Verse 32nd. The fact ls, that one hundredth part of the elrcumference of the
arth Is, or may be assumed to be a plane. The earth is an excessively | body;
aman is immeasurably smaller; and hence it is, that to him, as he ltl.:z on {tl
nurface, the whole earth has the appearance of being a plane.

Verse 33rd. ‘The measurement of the circumference of the earth is easlly and
errectly ascertained by the simple rule of proportion, in this way—there is a town
titated to the south; you are residing in another lylng due north of it; ascertain
the distance between the two, and the difference of their latitudes ; then say, if the
sumber of degwees (difference of Iatitudes) give this distance, what will the whols
treamference of 360 dtgul give?

Verse 34th.  Oujain, for instance, is ascertained by calculation tobe distant from
the equator, where there is no latituds 'y th part of the whole circumference of the

is distance multiplied by 16, will be the measurement of the circumference
&m earth : what reason then is there in asserting such an immense magnitude of
earth ? .

Verse 35th. By assuming ag true this circamference thus aseertained, the cal-
alations of the position of the moon’s cusps, the conjunctions of the planets, eclipses,
the times of the rising and setting of the planets, and the lengths of the shadows of
the guomon, and the like, correspond with the ohserved facts. By assuming any
other circamference, no sach correspondence is found to exist. The truth of the
tbove.mentioned measurement of the earth is thus plainly established by the law of
“ rale and exception®’ set forth in the Nydya Shéstra.

Verse 26th. Lank( is situated in the middle of this globe; Yamkothl is sitnated
to the east of it; to the west is Rome or Romaka Patan; the city of Siddhapur is
on the side of the globe to that of Lankd. Sumerf is situated to the north,
oo the North Pole, and Baravanala to the south, at the South Pole.

Verse 37th. These aix places are situated at a distance of one-fourth part of the
arth’s cireumference, each from its adjoining one ; so say those who are acquainted
with the globe. At Moerfi the various classes of the gods and puro spirits have thelr
sbodes ; at Baravanals, at the South Pole, afe sltusted the residences of all the evil

ta.

Verse 38th. A man, on whatever part of the giobe he is placed, thinks the earth
to be under his feet, and that he is standing upright upon it; men placed at the dis-
tance of 90 degrees, or one-fourth of the 's circamference, from each other,
fancy each other to be standing as it were at right angles to each other.

Verse 39th. Those who are placed at the distance of half the earth’s circamfer-
ence from each other, are antipodes each to the other, and faucy each that the others
have their heads turned Into us exactly ?pollte. in exactly the same way,
& & man beholding his shadow on the bank of a river.

But neither do those who are standing at right angles to each other, nor those
with their heads turned into directions opposite to each other, focl any difficulty in
maj their several positions. They stand as perfectly at ecase in thelr res.
pective tions, as we do here.

We sincerely hope that Mr. W., amidst the multiplicity of
his offigial duties, and the efforts of enlightened and practical
F
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benevolence, in which he is 8o actively engaged, may find time
for the translation of some of the most popular Siddhintas, and
of the Graha Lighava, accompanied with a commentary of his
own. English translations of the most esteemed treatises on
Astronomy, Mathematics, Arithmetic, &c. &c., would be an
invaluable boon to the cause of Education: for, though we are
not disposed to go so far as Mr. W. in our anticipations of
their usefulness, we think that they might be introduced with
great advantage into our schools. Christianity must ever be
the great staple for the improvement of India; and there is
nothing at this moment to hinder it from being taught in every
school, supported or conducted by Europeans. Let a school be
established on Christian principles, conducted by a good teacher,
patronized by a few of the leading men in its vicinity, and, if the
course of instruction be otherwise judiciously framed, in a few
months it will work its own way, and begin gradually to increase
in numbers and influence. We are not bﬁlnd to the strong preju-
dices of the natives, (which however are not nearly so strong as
they are often represented,) and we feel very thankful to Mr.
‘Wilkinson for his valuable suggestions, by which the time of pro-
‘bation may be very considerably shortened, and a class brought
within the scope of our exertions, who have long past their school-
days, and are, in many things, the leaders of popular opinion.
‘Besides, it has long been contemplated, we believe, in the General
Assembly’s School, and other Christian institutions, to select a
few of the most promising and intelligent of theEpupils, and togive
them, not only a thorough knowledge of European science,
but also of their own; so that they may be able to wrest from
the Pandits the field whichis now exclusively poasessed by them.
No given amount of useful knowledge, no attainments however
high, will avail a native, 80 long as he can be said to be *igno-
rant of the Shéstras.” But a very moderate knowledge ofthese
will undeniably place a clever young man far in advance of
nearly all the Pandits in Bengal; and he may thus at once
occupy & commanding station in public opinion, and obtain &
respectful hearing for whatever else he may have to propound.
The immense, the evident advantages of this require no comment.
But there are two difficulties in the way ;— 1st, that of finding a
young man, who has time and money for such a course of study,
and possesses the still more important qualifications of zeal and
sound Christian principle; and 2nd, the want of materials to work
with. Astronomy naturally recommended itself as one of the first
branches to be studied ; and a map of the stars, with the
lunar mansions and Hindu names, was intended to accom-
pany the English maps. But the next step was difficult. To
gother the scattered notices regarding Hindu Astronomy, that
occur in English works, into any thing like a system for school.
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boys, appeared impossible. And unless Mr. Wilkinson comes
to our assistance, we fear the scheme must for the present be
abandoned ; for to teach it through the Sanskrit, or to trust to
the Pandits, wounld be practically uselesa.

We feel too much indebted to Mr. Wilkingon for the novel
and interesting information conveyed in his paper, to make it
the vehicle for introducing a discussion in regard to certain
points, in which we differ from him ; and we trust soon to have
the pleasure of noticing that he is proceeding in the work, which
l;hfm b'a.s so favourably begun. Would that there were more like

- M.
IX.—Euwtraordinary Accidental Cure.
[Communicated by Rev. A. Lealie, November 12, 1834.)
Thinking that the insertion of the following account may serve to give
variety to the pages of the CaLourra CeRisTiAN OBsERVESR, I beg to p

it at your disposal for that work.

In one of my Missionary excursions last week, to a village called Hassan-

j, in the neighbourhood of Monghyr, I was informed of & woman who

v the last fourteen months had imagined herself dead, and who, in addition
to a madness that almost amounted to continual raving, had not, for any
purpose, risen from the spot on which she was lyi.n{ during the whole of
that period. Her husband, who is a poor man, and a blacksmith, had spent
much of his substance upen the physicians ; but all to no purpose. A feeling
of eurioaity led me to go and see the miserable creatare, whom I found lyi.ns
an the ground, her knees drawn up upon her stomach, and her body an
clothes covered with dirt, neither having seemingly been washed during
the whole time of her madness. Sheg{pundto be about thirty years of
age, and apparently in good health. e took no notice of me; but con-
timed the vociferations which I had heard before I reached the honse.
The daily, nightly, and hourly burden of her um.gu was, that she was
dead, that all the breath had gons out of her body excepting s little in
the upper part of the throat ; this ahe was pressing with great force,
md-hd&rdwlom:nd to such an extent, that it was become quite
black. declared also, that the little food which was, from time to time,
administered to her, never entered the stomach, but was lodged in her back.
, after waiting a ahort time, requested her to it up. She replied, * How
ean I, who am dead, eit up ? I am become stone : here I am, destined to lie
forever; and, at the same time, be sensible to all that is goingon around me.
throat, that the little breath which remains there may pass away,
I may oceage to speak.” I requested her husband to lay hold on
to force her to sit up. She struggled against him, and reeisted all
; at the same time, ing in the loudest manner, and throw
about like a perfect fury. In order to try the effect of pain,
a fishing: which 1 saw in the roof of the house, and struck
times on the body, and on the palms of her hands; but she ap.
ectly insensible to the strokes.
ing a small phial with me of strong Eau-de-luce, I applied itto
in the hope that she might, through its influense, be induced to
firet, it seemed to have no effect ; but as I was continuing to hold
face, she, in her raving, struck my hand, and & quantity of the
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liquid was thus thrown into her nostrils, and [ believe s small portion inte
her mouth. A complete shock seemed to have been given at once to her
whole system ; for she immediately sat up, and, if I recollect rightly, even
fell forward on my feet. I was greatly afraid lest I had unintentionally
been the instrument of killi ] l:oor- woman. I then requested her
husband to raise her up, and if possible, to lead her out of the house. He
did so ; she, at the same time, walking and leaning upon him. From that
moment her understanding seemed to return to her. This was first evinced
by her appearing sensible of the indecorousness of her person (the upper
part of the body being somewhat exposed) in the presence of the crowd
which had assembled round the door to see what I was doing. This symp-
tom of restored reason I did pot firet observe myself; but had my atten-
tion directed to it by the remarks of some of the bye-standers, who were
amongst themselves regarding it as a proof that she {ad now become sane.
She next conmiplained that ehe was burning all over, and that her head and
stomach were in a flame. Perspiration began to flow, an occurrence which
her husband (who was thefirst to observe it), said, had not taken place since
her seizure. Water, and a reddish kind of stuff, flowed copiously from her
nose, and her eyes became suffused with redness. She ceased entirely to
speak in the wild strain which had 80 long been slmost perpetual to {er.
In fact, on my asking her if she were now alive, she instantly replied in the
affirmative. By degrees, the sense of burning subsided ; and when this was
nearly removed, the first thing that seemed to engage her thoughts, and
which more distinctly shewed the recovery of her reason, was the loss that
she had sustained in the death of two eons during the perlod ef her mad.
nesa Though they had both died in the same room where she was, and
within five days of each other, she seemed, at the time, quite unmoved by
the event, ahed no tears, and made no lamentations. Now, she spoke of them
and wept most bitterly. Her bowels being m an almost inoredibl{ torpid
state, I administered to her a strong dose of castor oil, which had the
desired effect. On the third day r this, her husband came in to an-
pounce to us, that his wife continued quite well, and that she had that
morning cleaned her house. On the fourth day, I went out to see her, and
found her as her husband reported. She conversed but little ; but seemed
quite sensible, and answered all my questions modestly and correctly. 8he
said, that with the exoegﬁon of her nose being sore, and her legs bei
weak (things for which the narrative will easily aocount), she was quite

Her insanity seems to have been produced from fear oocasioned by the
awful earthquake of August 26, 1838, (a night never to be forgotten hers,)
as it was then that she was first seizsed. The cure, as m may be certain, has
made & great noise in the place. The people have been crowding sround
me, and frequently pestering me by applications for remedies to remove
diseases of the treatment of which I have no knowledge. Th 1 have
told them over and over again, that it was the great God alone cured
the poor woman, it is not easy to persuade them that I have not had much
to do in the business. One good effect, however, appears to have resulted
from the circumstance, the people seem more disposed, in consequence of
it, to li:;en to our grand message of mercy, through the Redeemer, to a
lost world.

Nov. 17, 1834. I write this merely to inform you, that to the present date
the woman of whom I sent you an account for the CarmTIAN OBSERVER,
continues well. I saw her this morning; and found her as much in the
E:sae-ion of her reason as any other person. Her nose is not yet healed ;

t this is not wonderful. You need not therefore scruple to publish
the sccount of the cure asifit had not been ;.Perfect one.

I am pestered with people seeking to be healed of their discases ! They
poem to imagine that I am a new incarnation !
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X.—~Central School at Kotah in Réjputéna, with an Address
on Native Education.

A short time ago, we gave our readers an account of the es-
tablishment of this interesting Seminary, through the philanthro-
ic exertions of Mr. Wilkinson, now resident at Sibor; and
Setailed its satisfactory progress, under the assidunous care of
Mr. Johnson, to the montg of August last. Having latel‘y seen,
in a letter from a Political Officer in Rijputina to a friend in
Calcutta, some gratifying notices of its present state, we extract
them below, persuaded that in so doing we shall gratify all who
feel interested in Native education.

You will be happy to have good accounts of an institution in which you
take »0 much interest as I believe you to do in the Kotah Semi . Con.
sidering the insufficient means he has possessed, and his having only late.
ly, 1 believe, turned his attention to education, Mr. Johnson's success
bas, I think, been si In the imrortmt particulars of exciting emu.
lation and keeping alive attention, I consider him particularly Y.
There is one interesting little class which I am sure would delight you:
it is composed of the son of Govardhan D4s, of a son of the Khutamba
Mahéréjs, and of a brother.in-law of the R4j Rand’s. These youths,
though of the very best Rdjput blood, are absolutely aa docile and studious
as if the offspring of the supplest Mutasadi or meekest artisan : and the
emulation between the two first-mentionad is beautiful. Govardhan Dés’s
son is the best letter-writer in the school, and is constantly writing letters
to his father, who shows them with a just pride. 1 was happy in being
able to say of eome shown to me, that they were absolutely without fault
in style snd expremion. There isalso & class of the Mabdrau's nomina.
tion, which contains the best scholar of the Institution—a Musalman youth,
son of a late Qézi of Kotah. But the Réjput class is of all others the
most interesting, for if the rising generation of that race can be secured
against the besotting influence of the ¢ Amal’ by a love of letters, you
will have the happiness of reflecting that in promoting the establishment of
a school at Kotab, you have rendered an important service to Rajwara.

And now may we not with propriety ask the question, why
should not every public officer exert himself like Mr. Wilkinson,
and several others to whose labours our minds recur with high
satisfaction, to induce the noble and opulent Natives around
him to establish a school somewhat resembling the Kotah Insti-
totion 7 In this manner, by means of upright public function-
aries educated at the seminary, might the fountain of justice be
opened to the poor ; and thus, through well-qualified and influen-
tial translators, raised up on the spot, might the knowledge of
European science and of Christianity, acquired in the English
language, be exhibited with effect to the whole population in
their vernacular dialects. We are happy to acknowledge, that
there is lately an evident increase of effort for the good of the
Natives. The Calcutta press, both European and Native, as with
one voice warmly and efficiently suPJ)orts the canse. Much isnow

doing by individuals who before did nothing ; and by those who
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have long laboured in the cause, still more is attempted. But
still how many of our countrymen yet live as though they knew
not ¢ the luxury of doing good ;” and how many there yet are,
if they change not their line of conduct, from whose residence in
India, though it may be protracted for twenty or thirty years,
end from whose influence, though it may be exerted for im-
mense advantage to all around them, scarcel{ one individual
will derive the least advantage as to intellectual or moral im-
provement ! Let such—let all,—reflect on the satisfaction, the
rivilege they forfeit by their negligence, and awake to the
giligent performance of a duty so honourable and delightful as
the instruction of the ignorant among their brethren of mankind.
We would not, however, be censorious in our remarks. It is
not at all unlikely that many who have hitherto done nothing
may have been well disposed to exert themselves, but have
been scarcely able to determine in which way they could
do it beneficially. Under this impression, we beg to transfer to
our pages a short Address to the Friends of India, which in con-
nection with some zealous friends to Native Education we have
lately published in a separate pamphlet, with an elegant fron-
tispiece designed by Sir Charles D'Oyly. Happy shall we be, if
its perusal lead any of our readers to reflection on their daty,
and to a determined resolution, in dependence on God’s blessing,
at once to perform it.

. Appress 10 TEB FRienps or INpua.

The present time is particularly favonrable to the education of the
people. The increased sttention of Government to the intellectual and
moral improvement of their subjects ; the general desire for instruction
which ia evident among the natives in evor{ principal station, and its en-
virons ; and the benevolence which evidently actuates the minds of many
individuals of all ranks, cannot be observed by the philanthropist without
gratefal satisfaction. To aid in carrying into effect the wishes for useful.
pess which the benevolence of individuals may suggest, is the object of the

present paper.

. 1.—Indigenous Schools.

To establish flourishing native schools, it is only necessary to call some
of the most respectable school-masters of the town, and' promise them
remuneration in proportion to the number of their scholars, (en arrange-
ment which will probably more than double their scanty income,} upon
the condition that they will teach only the printed books to be supp iego to
them, and exact no payment from their scholars*. Finding in these books
nothing against their prejudioes, they will gladly enter into such views,
Their own interests urge them to collect scholars, and if the place be

¢ This stipulation will, in most cases, bo found necessary to secure & large number
ol:‘rnpl.ll. 1t is, however, cheerfully concedod, that the sooner the parenta can be
uced to pay for the education of their children, the better ; so that, as soon as
the Institution demonstrates its ability to promote the improvement of the children
attending it, an effort should be made, as is successfully done in the Lancasterian
::olnthono,wm(mthcpmnu s amall sum weekly or moathly in re.
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large, their various schools will quickly become crowdad, aps to the
amount of two or three hundred or more : for the people cheerfully send
their children to receive such excellent tnition from their known teachers,
which they might not do if new masters were employed. New masters would,
besides, have to contend with the powerful opposition of the old achool.
masters of the place, who would be thrown out of employment. Should
the old teachers be incompetent, intelligent assistants may be given to
them.

When supplied with the admirable printed school-books now procurable
from the 8chool-Book Society and other sources, the work of moral and
intellectual instruction goes on with great rapidity. They quickly read with
fluency the printed character in their mother.tongue; and in these
simple achools, it is no emall gratification to hear from youthful lips, as
the lessons are repeated, the most touching appeals to every virtuous
feeling, and pointed rebukes to every vice. Youth under such tuition
may, with God's blessing, be expected fast to emerge from darknessto
light ; more school-books in the mother-tongue only are required, and tha
progrees will be certain.

By such a simple process, any individual may have the gratification of
educating the rising generation of the town or village near which he may
reside. If necessary, two or three could unite, and by subscription, lessen
the expense. The occasional assembling of the schools under one roof, for
examination and the distribution of trifling rewards by their benefactors,
keeps alive zeal. The co-operation of influential natives is of much ser-
vice, and the encouragement of the local asuthorities at the place has a
powerful effect in the promotion of education.

In one native town, where this system was adopted, there were about
four hundred children under tuition, and it was a sight of no ordinary in.
terest to see them all assembled for examination, under their respective
teachers, in the open air upon one of the public ghéta, More echooi-Books
and well_instructed teachers, then by no means procurable, were only wanted
to carry on education to almost any extent.

It would indeed be a bleasing to Indis, were such 2 simple system of
education put into operation in every town. Within the influence of Eu.
ropeans, the rising generation would be taught to read our printsd books ; and
were the market well stored with cheap and entertaining books of moral
instruction, such as are now heing printed in Calcutta, with frontispieces
and illustrations from the talented pencil of Sir Charles D’Oyly, each vo-
lome oonmg only two annas, it is quite clear, (for these cheap and amusing
books would surely be in great demand,) that the virtues of rectitude and
truth, with all the noblest principles of human action, might be conveyed
into thousands and thousands of families throughout this benighted land, to
bring forth within afew years a rich harvest of private and public virtue.

The chance of instilling virtuous principles into one or two, is surely
worth the trisl ; as it would be sowing the good seed which in time would
yield a bundred fold.

It is sad to see a civil or military station without a school! And if un-
happily the British Government (the respected Head of which is known to
be the warm friend of the virtuous education of the people) is prohibited
from aiding such efforts for the welfare of its subjects to the extent
of his wishes, by establishing at the public expense such schools under
efficient control at every station, the greater is the call upon private and
individual effort.

In union there is strength. Here then is a noble cause for British phi..
lanthropy and enterprige, to renovate the mornle and principles of this
vast nation! Were each British officer to establish within his sphere (or
foia with others to establish) such a simple system of education, God
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wounld surely bless such efforts, and the standard of morals would soon be
raised throughout the land.

The means are simple, the benefit incalculable ; the people are in dark.
ness, and of such charity may it be truly said, *“ He that hath pity upom
the poor and needy, behold it shall be repaid to him again.”

—English Schools.

Besides this easy method of educating a large number of pupils,to acer-
tain extent, in schools which may be called indigenous, there is another
effort still more effective, to which it nnturally leads. A taste for the nc.
quisition of knowledge being excited in the minds of a number of youth,
it will be easy to point out to them the superior advantages which a know.
ledge of English will afford : —not only as the language of those who are
called to rule over the country, with whom, if they know it, they may have
such intepcourse as their station in society will admit—not only as opening
the way to employment, if, as fondly hoped, the English langu:ﬁ) be des.
tined gradually to supersedethe Persian inour publicoffices; but 88 mak-
ing them acquainted with alanguage in which there exista not less than a
hundred thousand volumesof acknowledged utility,and in which consequently
information of all kinds is abundantly procurable. An acquaintance with a
language, the stores of which are already so ample, and which through the
labours of two great nations, the British and American, are daily receiving
valuable accessions, will naturally appear t:lﬁouths thireting for knowledge
as most important, and such an impression will combine with other influences
to make them exceedingly desirous, that instruction in it should be afforded
them. This will natura.l{y lead to the establishment of an English school,
in the support of which it ia presumed local subscriptions, and if necessary
the aid of Government, will not be wanting.

In establiching such a school, it will very eeldom be advisable to eng:fa
as teachers the school-mesters who have been brou%ht up uander the old
system. Scarcely ever possessing any knowledge of English except of the
most elementary kind, they will from thie deficiency be found disqua-
lified for the duty ; and evenif they are competent in this respect, they
have seldom (it may perhaps be said, never) the tact to discipline a school—
by useful observations to communicate knowledge to their pupils, and b
numerous questions to elicit it from one for the information of others.
person educated at one of the schouls now happily existing under European
management, who has had his own faculties awakened, and his own mind
well.informed and disciplined, is evidently the agent required. Having
been accustomed to the eystem pursued by his European instructors to ex-
cite interest, elicit talent, quicken indolence, repress passion, and in fact,
at the eame time, to disciplineand improve every pupil in a school, however
numerous, he will naturelly pursue a similar method with his pupils, and
thus secure their improvement to an extent which one accustomed to the
unsatigfactory progress of an indigenous school could never—never accom-

Tl;e indigenous schools will not on this account, however, prove uselesa,
From them will naturally be selected the pupils of greatest talent and
industry, to form the nucleus of the English seminary ; and if admitted
to the r, because fuybhaoe daemadﬂﬂlm mark of approbation from their
curmor‘ s, instruction in the seminary will very soon be earnestly desired b

, and ri:ny be allowed to such extent as is found practicable®. y

® The sbove plan was pursued by the Calcutta School Soclety, who have now a
most flourlahing English School as the result, The steps by which its success was
a.thl.n:td.. S:’.h‘:o‘;a B::‘;ngo:n’ stated :A; tho Append;: l::d the Second Report of the
Calen €0 which may gratuitomsly, on spplica-
ﬁontodtheroﬂheSeuvt:g;-.P“;. - T2 o8 #2
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S.—Influence of example.

There is still another view of the mbject which must not be overlooked.
The establishment of a new school ia not to be considered as an isolated act,
unproductive of any results beyond what might be expected from the
immediate operation of the means which are applied. By the influence
of exampls the establishment of one school may lead to that of 50, nay, of
500 othern. How many rising semimaries owe their origin to the Hindu

! How numerous are the instances in which visitors to the General
Assanbly’s celebrated academy have caught the spirit of the plan, and
been induced on their return to their respective districts to form the
nuclens of similar inetitutions! To what are we to attribute the infant
seminaries at Sobhitu and Lodiénas, to which the chiefs from beyond the
Indus sre already beginning to send thir children to be educated, except
to the previous establishment of the parent institution at Dihli? The first
step in every movement is alwaya the most difficalt. The minds qualified to
lead are few in number, but all can follow. The experiment must be made by
one or two in each district, but when it has once been made, all can avail
themselves of its results. The proofof success encourages the timid, and
gives eonfidence to the diffident. The example of the leading people sets
the fashion, and when this point haa once been attained, a host of motives
are enlisted in behalf of the cause, some of which have but little to do with
genuine benevolence. Correct public opinion supplies the place of moralit
to the mass of mankind. The time is not far distant when the Englis
will feel the responsibility of their position in India ; and it will be consi-
dered diagraceful not to contribute to the full extent of every one’s means
to the morul and intellectual elevation of our precious charge. Whenever
this feeling shall generally pervade the English community, the design of
Previdence in placing us at the head of this great people will become a
parent, and the millions of India will have cause to bless the God who mmfe-
such a remarkable provision for their welfare, and the honored instruments
of his beneficence, who so nobly fulfilled the trust which he had confided
tothem.

With the above Addressfor a guide in commencin'g his efforts,
and with the * Monthly Lists of School Publications™ to assist in
the choice of suitable books, no one need despair of success in
establishing a Seminary in the vernacular language of the peo-
ple; and should any one find the Natives around him already
sufficiently desirous of an English School, the valuable paf}zx;s in
our last volume, entitled ¢ The School-master in the Mufassil,”
will supply him with all needful information as to the best waﬁ
of commencing and prosecuting such a Seminary. Nothing wi
be required, but an efficient teacher ; on which, after all, the
success of the effort will greatly depend. At present, the num-
ber of persons disenguﬁjed, who are duly qualified for this
responsible taek, is small. But many are training for the
work, whose services will soon be available ;—and should any
generous friend of education, in & letter to ¢ the Editors of the
CaLcurTa CraisTiaN OB8ERVER,” request the aid of the writer
of this paper in the selection of a teacher, it shall be most
czheerful})y‘l rendered by himself, or as far as possible, secured
from others.

Calcutia, Dec. 35, 1834, B

]
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X1.—Ajfectionate Address to Young People.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

DEar Sins,

Under the impression that the usefulness of your valuable
work might be increased were there occasionally inserted a paper
on religious subjects particularly adapted for the perusal of youth,
I beg to place at your disposal a communication of the kind,
and trust that additional ones will be supplied by others of your
able contributors.

The letter now sent you was written to the young ladies of a
respectable Seminary in Calcutta by one of the Superintendants,
when obliged some time since to proceed to sea for the recovery
of his health. I would request its appearance in the January
No. under the pleasing hope, that some of your readers may
be induced by its statements to commence with the new year
a life of sacred pleasure in the service of God.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
BETA.

My dear Young Ladies,

A short time since I sent you a letter on the importance and best means
of improving your time and manners, and at the close of it, engaged to
write you a second on the necessity of immediately attending to the salva-
tion o¥ your souls. I now proceed to fulfil my promise. O may the blessed
Bpirit, who can alone teach to profit, render this letter a means of ever-
lasting good to you all ; and may your teachers and myself have reason to
rejoice in your eternal salvation, promoted by our affectionate endeavours.

1 need scarce(l{ inform you, my dear young ladies, what you have so
frec&uentl heard, that it is possible for you to be very amiable and
unblameable in your conduct to your fellow creatures, to be esteemed and
caressed by your associates and friends, to be free from all open vices ; and
;\et to have your heart as far from God as the most criminal of mankind.

he desire of pleasing your friends, or the fear of offending them ; the good
example and instructions of those around you ; the motions of natural
consclence and the fesr of everlasting misery, may impel you to many
duties, and deter you from many sins, while there is not in your souls a
particle of genuine love to God, or desire to please him. Thus the young
man mentioned by the Evangelists (Matt. xx. Mark x.), though very
amisble in his character and conduct so that ' Jesus loved him,” did
not obtain salvation from Christ, because he loved riches; and the rich
man in the parable of Lazarus (Luke xvi.) though we hear of no open sina
in which be indulged, * in hell lifted up hie eyes being in tormenta :” yea,
the Psalmist expresely says, that they *“ who forget God” shall be * turned
into hell,” as well as the openly * wicked.” You see, therefore, my dear
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young friends, that something more is neceesary than an amiable temper,
or freedom from open vice, to give you any wellgrounded hope of eternal
glory ; that you, as your Saviour says, must be ¢ born again,” and thus
become possessors of that true piety which I promised to deseribe.

True religion then, as described in the Holy Scriptures, consists in a total
change of heart; in turning from the world and sin to God, and from
seeking ease, honour, pleasure, or profit in the world as our chief' good, to
seeking the glory of God, and our happiness in his favour. This change
is produced by the Holy Spirit, who alone can renew the heart of
fallen man. He shews us our sinfulness by nature, convinces us that
although the commands of God are “ holy, just, and good,” yet that we
have broken them in thought, word, or deed ; and that on account of our
sins we must all have perished for ever, if God had not provided a way for
our escape, by the sufferings and death of hie dearly Keloved Son.  The
Spirit of God also makes us see that this blessed Redeemeris able and wil-
ling to * save to the uttermost,” and thus leads us to believe on him as our
Savioar. He leads us to deny oureelves any thing inconsistent with his
will, makes us to love holiness and hate sin, to delight in prayer and other
religious exercises, and in all respects to live as those who are not their
own, but bought with the blood of Christ, and bound therefore, from
gratitude, to live unto him, who loved them and gave bimself for them. In
short, religion, as properly remarked by Dr. Doddridge in his excellent
work, entitled Rise and Progrees of Religion in the Soul, consists chiefly
+ jn the resolution of the will for God, and in a constant care to avoid
whatever we are persuaded he would disapprove—to deepatoh the work
he has amsigned us in life, and to promote his glory in the happiness of
mankind.”

And indeed, my dear young ladies, when we consider aright our relation
to God,—created, preserved and blessed by him as we are,—supreme love
to God and constant obedience to him must appear so just and reasonable,
that it seems almost unnecessary for me to urge them on your attention,
It seems as if your parents or l?riemls would only have to state the com-
mands of to incline your mindsto obey them, and lead each of you
at once to exclaim in fervent prayer to God, * O my Father, thou shalt be
the guide of my youth.” But alas, the heart of man by nature is * deceit.
ful above all things and desperately wicked ;” it is even * enmity” itself
¢ againgt God ;” %0 that when divine truths are presented to young people,
whose hearts have not yet been hardened by the commission of gross sin,
or immersed in the cares of life, even they too frequently put off the con-
sideration of them from day to day, till at last death overtakes them with
all their sins unpardoned, and hurries them to the judgment-seat of that
blemed Being whom they had forgotten and neglected. That this may
not be the awful case with any of you, my dear young friends, I now
proceed to state a few reasons why I:'ou should without delsy consecrate
yourselves to God, and I beseech each of you to examine what 1 say by the
Scriptures—and if you find it agreeable to them, O be persuaded, and do
pot for one moment Jonger trifle with your everlasting salvation.

The first reason I would mention is, the express injunctions of the word
of God. God, it is there said, * has commanded all men every where to

t,” and has made in his word the following express declarations :—
“ Elieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thon shalt be saved ;” Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness ;”  Remember now thy Creator
in the days of thy youth ;" Ilove them that love me, and they that seek
me early shall find me;” * How shall we escape, if we negl?ct 50 great
salvation ;¢ Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” These pas
sages, and many more of the same import, are the declarations of God—not

¢ 2
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of 8 man, who is changeable and frail, but of him whois * the same yester-
day, to-day, and for ever.” They are not sent to men of another world,
but to you ; and by your obedience to, or neglect of them must you be
tried, and your eternal destiny fixed at the last great day.

These exhortations, too, I would remark, are much enforced by the love
which dictates them. See how God gives you food to eat, air to breathe,
raiment to wear, friends to make you happy, dayas of health and strength,
and nights of ease and comfort. Think how he has preserved you through
infancy and childhood, though you did not know or love him—and how
he even spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, that we
might obtain salvation—and will you yet forget his kindness, or abuse hiw
love ?—Rather, can you too soon or too fully give up your heart to Him
who has done so much for you?

" Agsin, let the love of Christ constrain you. Did he not become a wil-
ling victim for your salvation? Did he not, although Creator and Lord of
all things, coneent to leave the glory of heaven, be born in a manger, be-
come a poor man, and live in obscurity many years ; and when he began to
preach, pass through years of contempt and opposition from the Pharisees
and others of his countrymen—yea, did he not submit to be betrayed, to
be spit on, to be struck ; to carry his heavy cross, though fainting with
fatigue ; be crucified in anguish ; endure the wrath of his heavenly Father;
and expire in agony, ere he rose again, and ascended into heaven, there
to carry on his intercession, in order to complete the salvation of 'lty
sinners ? And will you yet * neglect his grace, and weary out his love,”
till an account of t{e hardness of your hearts, his indignation and holy
vengeance can in justice no longer be restrained ?

Besides, is not early piety peculiarly acceptable to God, and have not
almost all those who have been eminent for piety, been converted in their
youth? Yes, does not the heart become so hard by the indulgence of sin
that very few, who neglect or put off religion when they are young, ever
turn to God in middle life or in old age? and yet will you act a part so
foolish and dangerous as to delay to give God your heart ?

Aguin, is not early piety Aonourable, as making us the children of the
Most High—is it not highly advaniageous, as being comparatively easy,
leading usto avoid many sins, and thus escape much bitter repentance ? as
making all events conduce to our good, and as giving us eternal blessings ?
Does not real religion give genoe in the midst of trials and afflictions, and
even in death itself? How did Paul rejoice in the prospect of death, and
with what sacred peace and joy have thousands of God’s servants, who
were possessed of true piety, passed from time into eternity ! But never
did you know a careless man,—one who lived without love to God and
attention to religion,~—die with joy, however he may have been trifli
or stupid in his death-bed, until, 8s he has pamed into another world, etern
torments have awakened him to s eense of his lamentable state. Besides,
is not judgment approaching ? Will not very soon the books be opened, and
you, rising from your graves, be forced, with countless millions more, to
appear before for trial ? Will not those who neglect the Saviour be
E aced on the left hand, and then hurried down to blacknems and despair in

ell ? while all those who sincerely loved God and believed in his dear Son,
will have it said to them, «“ Well done, good and faithful servants, enter ye
into the joy of the Lord ?” Will not the righteous go to life eternal, while
the wicked are thrust out into ever/asting punishment. And must you soon
see the great white throne, and stand before the all-seein, Judge, and yet
will you continue to neglect him, and despise his offers og forgiveness ? O
my dear youn, ladle?, I charge you, as in the sight of God, by these consi~
derations, and multitudes more 1 could mention, that you (L not for one
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moment longer delay to seek your salvation. The Holy Spirit may soon
leave off striving with you, and let yon go on just au you like, as the world
entices you, or as Satan tempts you, till death surprises you, and you are
lost for ever. After death there will be no offer of mercy, no strivings
of the Bpirit, no kindlings of repentance ;—but the manifestation of Divine
vengeance will render you every moment increasingly miserable, while
you will not have one ray of hope, that your misery will be terminated or
moderated.

Do not object and say, “ I am but young, I have time enough yet ; when
1 have a more convenient season I will turn to God ;* for you * are not
too young to die,” and if you put off repentance now, God may in anger
at your ingratitude leave you to yourself, and your heart will thus become
too hard ever to repent. Besides, when will it be more convenient ? will
not your cares and anxieties be increased as you advance in life ; and the
longer you continue in sin, is it not so much the harder to repent of it,
and foreake it ?

Neither object, “ Religion is unfashionable; all my companions are fol-
lowing the world with eagerness—then why should I be singular ? Surely
1 may do the same.” Had Noah reasoned so, would he not have perished
in the flood ; and had Lot done as sll around him did, would he not also
have perished in the overthrow of S8odom ? The conduct of your superiors
or companions cannot excuse you, for * every one must give an account of
kimeelf to God :"—nor will their eternal misery alleviate yours; it will
rather tend to aggravate it by your mutual reproaches.

Do not object, “ I am of s religious family, or live among good people,
and therefore hope for mercy :"—for what heavy punishment did Eod
dencunce against the Israelites, though the descendants of Abraham his
friend ; and how dreadful was the doom of Judas, though he was a com-
panion of Christ, and was reckoned among his Apostles

Say not, *“ I love the pleasures of the world, and cannot give them up”
~—for bow short are they in their duration, and how dreadful in their cloee.
To prefer the world to God, who deserves all you have, is the basest ingra-
fitnde, and will be punished with unutterable wrath.

These and many other excuses, my dear Friends, for putting off repent.
ance, and neglecting the Saviour, are merely temptations of Satan, your
great enemy, whom the Apostle tells you to resist—and I cannot but hope
that the Holy Spirit will incline the hearts of some of you, from what has
been now and at other times urged upon you, to seek the salvation of your
souls without delay ere it be too late, and the door of mercy be shut for
ever. If such be the case with any of you, let me give you the following
directions :

1st. Every day read the Bible with serionsness, and an earnest desire to
understand its meaning. Read especially the Psalms, the Gospels, and the
Epistles. The Psalms will furnish you with matter for prayer ; the Gos-
pels will exhibit the love of Christ, especially what he did and suffered
to save sinners; and the Epistles will describe the privileges and duties ef
all his disciples. It is really astonishing, that while all around us know
and confess the Bible is a revalation from God, and the only revelation, so
few appear desirous to know what it contains. May you act differently.
May you love the Scriptures, make them the directory of your lives, and,
then “will they sfford you consolation and support in sorrows and in death.

2nd. Make conscience of private prayer and meditation. Retire into
some secret place, where mone but the eye of God can see you—confess

sine, plead the promises of forgiveness which God has given you in
mord, and earnestly seek the influences of the Hcﬂ{ Spirit, to purify your
hearts, and prepare you for glory. If you cannot always retire from your
companions, you may yet morning and evening, st the times when you all
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repeat your prayers, pray with fervor, instead of doing it in & careless man.
ner ; and at other times, as you read or work, you may constantly send
up heartfelt though silent petitions for mercy and grace, without any
one's knowing it but God and yourselves. Thus your prayers may be
sincere, and acceptable to God, without being ostentatious before your
fellow-c@stures.

3rd. Svek religious society and read serious books. The society we
keep, and the books we read, exercise an important, though sometimes
imperceptible, influence over our minds; and they who amidst the allure-~
ments of a wicked world wish to maintain heavenly dispositions, and a holy
conduct, must choose for their companions sucz booke and persons as
may help them in attaining their object. I need not tell you, what delight
it will give your teachers, at any time, (and myself also, should 1 be spar-
ed to return,) to converse with you on religious subjects—to guard you
aginst mistakes—to assist you in difficulties, and by every means, to pro-
mote the growth of piety in your minds. Instructive books, too, you know,
will be most gladly lent you by any of your instructors.

4th, Attend well the means of religious improvement in your power.
You have now the opportunity of hearing the Gospel faithfully preached
in various places of worship at Calcutta, a privilege which you may not
enjoy when you leave school for distant stations, Be anxious to improve
these advantages, not merely by attending public or social worship, but
by attending in a devout frame, careful to get good from them, treasuring
:ﬁ in ytl)lur memory and applying to your own consciences and circumstances

you hear.

Having thus, my dear young friends, described what true religion is;
pointed out sume reasons why you should immediately attend to it ;
obviated some common objections; and offereda few directions by attention
to whicb, under the divine blessing, you may without doubt obtain its
blessings, 1 must now leave you, with many earnest prayers that this endea-
vour to promote your good may not be in vain. When I think of the
various privileges you enjoy; the ability to read, with the Holy Bible,
catechisms, hymns and other good books at your disposal ; affectionate
instructors to pray with and for you ; faithful ministers to beseech you to
be reconciled to God; I tremble and weep to think how awful will be your
everlasting condition if, with all these advantages, you still continue
unconcerned about your salvation. The Lord, who knows all things, knows
that I consider your salvation so important, that I would gladly sacrifice
any worldly advantages I possess to promote it ; that 1 would rather live in
the meanest obscurity, subsisting upon bread and water, and be made the
happy instrument of bringing you to God, than I would live in the greatest
afluence, applsuded by all mankind, while you lived unregenerate, and
died unblest with the hope of the Gospel. You know that it is the very
business and delight of your instructors to bring sinners to God, and that
all would feel themselves more happy in leading you to seek your salvation
than they would in amasaingthe largest fortunes that India ever produced.
O then, while God calls you, promising you the pardon of sin, and the
assistance of his Bpirit; while your ministers and friends pray for you ;
while your teachers are ready almost to offer their lives for your eternal
welfare—O come to Jesus, and obtain the blessings of his salvation.
Then shall we all, I trust, for ever rejoice together, and unite in the
eternal song of angels and saints in heaven, Blessing and honour be unto
God and to the Lamb for ever. Amen, .

With my fervent prayers that this may be our unspeakable happiness,

1 remain,
My dear Young Ladies,
Your very sincere Friend.
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[ For the Caleutta Christian Observer.)

THE LAMENTATION OF DAVID.
By CamanLes MuLier, Esq.

¢ And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul, and over Jonathan his
son.””—Sam. B. il. C, 1.

Let sorrowing song breathe its mournfulest strain,
Oh ! weep—for the beaut{ of lsrael is slain ;

The mighty are fallen—the loved and the brave,
And Iersel must mourn o’er her dead herves’ grave.

O ! say not in Askelon,—tell not in Gath,

That grief has o’ershadowed Judea’s bright path,
Lest gl:'ilistine maidens rejoice at her woe,

And laughter and scorn pass the lips of the foe.

O never, great God, let the dew or the rain

On Gilboa's fields shed their freahness again ;
Forsaken and cursed let the high places be

‘Where the sire and the son fell in warfare for thee.

They turned not ;—they sought not, to floe from the foe,
The sire with his sword, and the son with his bow ;

Bat, aye, from the fight with the valiant and strong,
They came in the glory of triumph and song.

They were lovely and sweet in life’s sunny day—
In death and defeat undivided were they ;—

‘The speed of the eagle !—the strength of the lion !
In battle, how amote they the fuemen of Zion.

O ! ye daughters of Iarael, weep ye for Saul,

‘Whose splendor and joyance graced bower and hall :
He loved ye, and clothed ye, in scarlet and gold,
And aye, ye rejoiced as his triumphs were told.

For thee, my lost brother, for thee do I mourn !
This breast once so joyous is stricken and torn.

O deep was thy love, and unchanged was thy heart !
Alas ! that its spirit 40 soon sbhould depart.

How are they fallen | —the mighty, the great,
In the hour of shame, the dark day of fate.
The sabre is broken, the shield cast away,
And the glory of larael marked with decay.
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Missionarp and Religioup Entelligence,

BENGAL PRESIDENCY.
1.—Cawcurra Brraen Soarry.

On the 27th November last, the Annual Meeting of this Bociety was held
at the Circular Road Chapel, when after 8 Sermon by the Rev. G. F.
Anderson, Baptist Missionary, proceeding to Allahabad, the Ninth Re-

rt of the Institution was read by the Rev. G. Gogerly, the Secretary.

'rom this Report we copy with pleasure the following extracts:

*“ During the past year, the services on the Floating Chapel have besn regularly.
conducted, and whilst the Missionaries in Caleutta have been reduced In number,
aod have consequently been unable to give to the concerns of the Society that at-
tention which y could have wished, the Committee have reason to be thankful,
that some of the lay-members of the Society have come forward to assist in this
interesting work ; and it has been principally owing to them that the Bethel Ser-
vices have been continued. The Committee would, therefore, present to those gen-
tlemen their grateful thanks.

¢ During the last cold season, divine service was conducted every Sabbath morn-
ing and evening ; besides which, a meeting for Prayer snd reading the Scriptures
was held on board the Soclety’s vessel, on Thursday evenings. These sorvices were
.generally well attended, and the devout deportment of the congregations afforded
encouragement to a patient perseverance lu this important work. At the meetings
for Prayer, two officers belonging to vessels then in Port, frequently officiated, and
a few pious sailors engaged in prayer. In soveral instances, Captains of vessels
bave accompanied their men on board the Bethel, and have thus, by their example,
taught those under their command the value of the means of grace, and the import-
ance of seeking the favor of God, and the salvation of thelr souls. The conduct of
these gentlemen is worthy of imitation by Sea-faring Gentlemen visiting this Port.

4 Besides the above, & Sabbath afterncon service, In December and Jan last,
was established on board two or three ships, whose Commanders were favourable to
the Bethel canss, which was continued as long as the vessels remained in Port. Se-
veral French ships have also been visited, and a few Testaments and tracts, in thelr
own language, have been distribnted amongst the officers and crews.

¢ Whatever mr bave been the results of these various means in producing true
eonversion to , your Committee think they are warranted in saying, that many
plous seameu have been assisted in thelr humble devotions—that the consciences of
some have been awnkened—that the attention of others has been directed to the
best things, and that all have felt a real satisfaction in meeting, as they bave done,
in a place appointed for the worship of God, which has been so exclusively set
apart for themselves,

¢ Allusion having been made in the last R to a correspondence between your
Committee and the American Seaman’s Priend Soclety, mpecd.n‘f & Chaplain being
sont to Calcutia by that Soclety for the se of giving his undivided attention to the
religious interests of Seamen visiting the Port of Calcutts, your Committee wounld
now observe, that a letter on the subject was addressed to the Rev. Dr. Bolles of
Bosaton, and the Rev. Mr. Grecaleaf, Secretary of the above named Socliety, of New
York. An answer from the latter Gentleman has been recelved, an extract from
which is subjolned. .

¢ Your letter of Sept. 25th, 1833, directed to me at Boston, came to hand three
days ago. 1 feel under great obligations to you for the information you communi.
cate In relation to the Seamen’s cause in Calcutta, and am gratified to know that the
Missionary Brothren in that place, amid their multiplied labors for the conversion of
the heathen, do not forget those whose home s on the deep. The American Sea-
man's Friend Society, with which I am now connected, as Secretary, have in view
to station a Chaplain in every forelgn Port where our Seamen resort. Calcutta is
one of those places on which we have our eye ; though several other stations will
demand previous attention, yet ultimately I have little doubt bnt we shall commis-
sion a man for Caleutta.’

““ From the above communication, your Committes look forward with pleasure to
the time when one or two devoted men will arrive in Calcutta, to serve in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ those ‘ whoso home is on the deep,’ and whilst their attention will
be in a considerable degree directed to the advancement of English and American
;:men, the native boatmen and lascars will share in their sympathies and labors of

ve.

¢ It is gratifylng to your Committee to state, that tho Funds of the Soclety are at
present In a favourable stats, the liberality of Sea-faring Gentlomen having ensbled
them to liquidate the whole of the debt stated in the former Report, as well as to
discharge the current expences of the past year.”’
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2.—BerngaL Auxmiary Missionary Socrery.

On Wednesday evening, the 3rd December, the Sixteenth Annual Meet-
ing of this Institution was held in the Union Chapel. The Rev. W. H.
Pearce having opened the business with prayer, the Rev. Dr. Marshman
was called to preside as Chairman. The Report was then read by the Rev.
A. F. Lacroix, the Secretary ; and various motions made, or seconded by the
Rev. Messrs. Mack, Haberlin, Campbell, Robinson, Gogerly, G. Pearce,
and Leechman; with Dr. Corbyn, Dr. Vos, and Lieutenant Meik.

The Report will soon be published, when we hope to extract some pas-
sages for the gratification of our readers.

8.—Kmbperrore Native CuristraN SoHoOL.

The First Annual Examination of this School, conducted by Mr. and Mrs,
Campbell, was held on Friday, 5th December, inthe presence of various
frienda. As it is an object particularly attended to by its conductors, to
communicate as much knowledge in the Bengdli language as possible, it af-
forded the examiners much satisfaction to hear the readiness with which
the boys answered the several questions put to them in Scripture history and
guognghy, &ec. in that language. In addition to their knowledge of Ben-

§, the boys showed that they had made considerable proficiency in

nglish. They were exsmined in English reading, writing, and arithme.
tic, in all which they acquitted themselves to the satisfaction of all present,
The utility of this and similar institutions cannot be calculated. Its bene.
fits may be reasonably expected to extend to generations yet unborn ; and
none but those who have actually witnessed the fact, can be aware, in how
short a time children, whose parents have but recently renounced idola.
try, improve in moral feeling aud virtuous sentiments, when placed under
the influence of a religious education.

—

4.—BapT1sT MIsioN Scuoors oT CHITPUR.

The Annual Examination of the institution for Hindu youths, and the
Native Christian Boarding Schools, under the superintendance of Mr.
and Mre. Ellis, was held at Chitpur on the 10th December. The Hindu
Boys’ school contains 100 : the Christian schools contain 30 boys and 20
girls. In the former the English language only is taught, while in the board-
ing schools the children learn both Bengili and English, besides which the
girls are inatructed in needle-work, spinning, &c. and are required to at-
tend to other domestic offices, with the view to qualifying them for the
dutjes of after life.

The youth of each school acquitted themselves very much to the
credit of themselves and their instructors, and to tlie satisfaction of
those gentlemen and ladies who attended to witness the examina-
tion. To many, perhaps, the girls in the first class would present
the most interesting and pleasing object, as belonging to that division
of the human family which in all civilized countries, in which alone it has
risen to its true position in the scale of being, exerts such an extensive
and beneficial influence on the destinies of our race, but which in this
country has heen degraded and debased, denied the means of instruction
and improvement, and then despised for the want of them. These girls
could not only read with ease and fluency in their own language, but se.
veral of them had made considerable proficiency in English, reading with
ease, and replying with readiness and propriety, to a number of questions

H
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put to them on the subject of what they read, the meaning of particular
words, the different parts of speech, and the geographical position of places
mentioned therein, and whicr?he pointed out on the globe. In short,
these girls bid fair to become suitable companions for educated youths,and
capable of imparting“the rudiments of knowledge to their offspring in fu-
ture years.

Thye boys in the higher classes in the Hindu Schools were examined,
among other things, in W,th' patural philosophy, and the evi-
dences of Divine revelation. The Christian boys were also examined
in the history and contents of the Bible, and the doctrines taught in
it, supporting their statements by appropriate texts of scripture. The
examination was throughout highly interesting and very satisfactory,
showing a considerable proficiency made by the youths geuverally in
human and divine knowledge, and in the Englsh language as the medium
of communication,

8.~MIBSIONARY OPERATIONS AT GORAKPUR.

It gives me great pleasure to say that our Seminary here is thriviog apace. I
think I mentioned having made over ten orphsus to the Seminary, who wers sent
me by Mr. Madden. Besides these (of whom by the way two have died) there are
four orphans, whom I removed from the farm, and two lately sent hy Mr. A,, in
all fourteen, who receive daily instruction in Eaglish, Persinn, UrdG, aod Hin-
dul, end live entirely under the eye and superintendence of Mr. Moore. 1
hope great things from this Seminary ; and surely, at least, I may hope that our
1abour on them will not be in vain, but that, through the Divine blessing, they will

rove good Catechists and School-masters. This is the end we have in view. Our

'emale Seminary, under Mrs. R.'s superintendence, is also encoursging. At
P we ter ten female orphans (two of whom are to be baptized next Sun-
day), and we hope in & few weeks to have an Increase of four otbers. Besides the
female orphans, the daughters of our Native Christians are also under Mrs. R."s
management, and the school on the whole makes & nice appearanee. Ob that it may
be more than appearance ! I should have mentioned that the boys of our Christians
are attached to Mr. Moore's Seminary as day-scholars, where they recelve the
same education as the orphan boys.

We are busily en in endeavouring to establish good schools for Hindu and
Musulman d:ldreu in the town, and I hope soon to be able to give you a pleaaing
account of our progress.

Every morning, accompanied by William, our reader, I resort to the neighbour-
hood of a temple, where we have generally good congregations, and sometimes very
pleasing conversati On my return from this duty, the bell is rung for morning
worsbip, when I read prayers, and comment on a chapter to from 30 to 40 children
and adults. I rejoice to say the Christians seem to prize this means of grace
more than lormerll: indeed, there is & very manifest advance in the Christian life
among our people here.—Christian Intelligencer.

BOMBAY,

6.—ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES.

We have the pleasure of recording the arrival in Bombay on the 10th Sept. of the
Rov. Measrs. Graves aud Munger, Missionaries, and Messrs. Hubbard and
Abbott, Assistant Missionaries, with their wives, and Misses Graves and
Kinball. They form a much needed, and very acceptable, reinforcement to the
American Mission in this Presidency. We are sorry, that Mr. Graves's health
bas not profited much by his visit to native country. His return to Indfa, in
bis present state, is at once a striking proof of his zeal for its interests, and of the
kind regard to his feclings cutertained by the Missionary body with which he is con-
nocted. The American churches, we are happy to ohserve, are still continulng
vigorously to extend their forelgn operations.— Oriental Christian Spectator, for Oct.
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EUROPE.

7.—Rauiciovs TRAOT SocretY.

We have reee:ti{ been favoured with a copy of the Thirfy-iftA Annual
Report of this excellent and catholic SBociety, which might justly
be ranked among England’s chiefest ﬁloriu, and seems destined to per.
form no mean or subordinate part in the moral regeneration of the world.

Under God it has already achieved much ; and it is daily increasing its
resources and widening the sphere of its operations. Its publications may
be met with in every part of the world, and there is scarcely a country
which, to n greater or less extent, has not already benefited by its enter-
prise, and does not afford evidence of its usefulness, and of the blessing of
God manifestly resting upon its exertions to diffuse among the nations of
the earth the precious and saving truths of the Bible.

From the Report we learn the pleasing fact that *“ the Pablications cir.
culated dnﬂlﬁ the year ending March 31st, amounted to 14,339,187, being.
an increase of 1,743,956, over the preceding year. The total circulation
since the formation of the Society, in about 75 languages, amounts to
upwards of 197,000,000. When it 1s considered that every tract, or book,
in this immense number, contains those words of truth which make wise to
eternal life—that every tract, and every book, is intended not only toin-
terest but to improve,—toarrest the attention,convince the judgment, arouse
the conacience, and convert the heart of the sinner to Goj ; or to promote
the knowledge, the faith, the love, the holiness, the usefulneas, and the hap-
piness of the believer in every stage of his profession, until he gets beyond
the reach of means and enters eternal glory,—who is there that knows
any thing of the worth of souls and the value of religion, but must rejoica
at the wide diffusion of divine truth thus effected? The career of the
Society has hitherto been onward and glorious, and every succeeding
year has brought an acceesion of strength, opened new doors, and led to
new plans of usefulness, and brought to light, in a constantly increasin
ratio, the importance of its operations, by discovering their extended mg
beneficial 'm;:enm. The present report abounds with evidence of the
moat cheering kind, of the usefulness of the Society’s fpublications; and
doubtless these constitute but a very small proportion of the instances, in
which its messengers of truth and mercy t&ve been the honoured meana
of to the souls of men,

hose who feel interested in the future prospects of this Society, will be
delighted to learn that the state of its funds is flourishing. The benevolent
income, consisting of free contributions from susiliaries, annual subscrip-
tiona, donations, &c. was £4,623 7s. being an increase over the pre.
ceeding year of £553 Ss. The legacies amounted to £738 18s. 10d. and
the proceeds of sales of the Society’s publications were £42,197 12s. 6d.
The total receipts, are said to have been £48,299 8a. 4d.including a
balance of £413 4a. 3d. being an incresse of £8,289 13a. 6d.

Among the new publications are the following, a few copies of which
may be had here on application to the Rev. J. Thomas, Howrah :—Bedell’s
Is it Well? Three Important Questions to Wives and Mothers. Anecdotes
on Providence, and the Holy BScriptures ; and on Christian Graces, Chris-
tian Conduct, and Religious Tracts.

Two volumes of Misslonary Records have been printed, namely, ‘¢ North Ame-
rica,” and *‘ India.”” Thelr o‘ject is to give a brief view of the effects produced by
the Divine blessing on missionary labours. They will be found useful to the young,
and general readers, and may kindle a spirit of holy geal on behalf of the perishing
miliions In heathen and other unonlightened countries.

2
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Two works from the unpublished writings of Lavington have been adopted by the
Committee, viz. Addresses to Christians on making a Public Profession of Religion,
and Sacramental Meditations ; which they trust will be widely circulated.

The publication of Dr. Boguc's Essay on the Divine Authority of the New Testa-
ment, and of an abridgment of the late Mr. Wilberforce's cal View, the Com-
mittee doubt not, will be acceptable to their friends. -

The works for the young have also been increased. The Picture Bible, containing
sacred narratives in the words of scripture, illustrated by twenty-one steel plates,
and a large number of wood engravings, is adapted as a present to children. It
teaches through the eye, by which indellble impressions arc made on the minds of
the youung. us mothers, when surrounded by a group of their little ones, will
find this volume a constant source of interest and instruction. The children will
no doubt, have many questions to offer, suggested by the pictures ; and they lhou.lti
be encouraged thus to exercise their minds. It is intended to publish another
volume on the Old Testament, and one on the New.

The NatunaL Hisrony is a popular introdnction to the study of Quadrupeds,
with a particular notice of those mentioned in scripture. It ia suitable for the young,
and is {linstrated with about one hundred engravings. It is too often the case that,
in scientific books, the works of the great Creator are so noticed, as to hide him
from the reader’s view, or so as to oppose his holy word. Hence itis of great impor-

‘tance to employ every legitimate means to show that the God of nature is the God of
revelation, and in both is ‘¢ wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.'' At the

sent period, zoology is attracting great attention, especially among the yonng; and
mn not only an interesting and popular, but a usefnl and instructive scicnce. Surely
the study of the creatures that have been formedby the powerand skill of God,if right-
I{' pursued, must lead us to sdore his perfections, and to praise his holy name. The
object of the present work s to combine with correct solentific explanstions am
ui,nlbltion of the creating akill and providentiai gooduness of God. The quadrupeds
mentioned in the scriptures are particularly noticed; and various opportunities ars
embraced to lead the reader not only np to ‘‘ Nature's God,’" but to the glorious
discoveries of the gospel of Chriat.

Tax WERELY VisiTor has had an extensive circulation. The first volume is
now complete. The information it communicates in of a permanent nature ; and it
is adapted for a library book as well as a ne. THE WEEXLY VISITOR com-
bines with general knowledge, scriptural religious instruction ; the pieces are
brief and varied. The works of God and the word of God are explained and illus-
trated in cach number; and such information is imparted as is adapted to promote
both the temporal and everlasting interests of the reader.

We propose to supply some additional extracts from this interesting
report in our next.

DOMESTIO OOOURRENOES.
[Where the place is not mentioned, Calewifa ia to be understood.]

Nov. MARRIAGES.
14. At Delhi, Mr. J. Smith, to Miss Nusen.
2¢. Mr, F. H. W. Hawkins, to Miss E. Smith,
25. Mr. R, W. Walters, to Miss E. M. M. Laine.
— @G. Forbes, Esq. M. D. Civil Su n, Hidgellee, to Miss Coull.
26. Captaln St. C. Cook, to Mies L. A. Vandenburgh.
29. Mr. J. Atkinson, to Mias C. E, Linton.
— Mr. F. H. Matthews, to Miss Shelverton,
— Mr. H. Christiana, to Miss Gonsalves,
— Mr. Valentine, to Miss Kemery.
— Mr. Hans C. Smith, to Miess Hurd,

1. A. Grote, Esq. B. C. S. to Miss H. A. McKenxle.

— Mr. W. Goodsall, to Miss M. Ebberson.

— At Bangalore, Lieut. Erskine, 7th Light Cavalry, to Miss Webber.
2. Captain W. R. Maidman, Artillery, to Miss McQuhe.

— At Alleppy, Ensign Combertz, 6th Regt. N. 1., to Miss Simpson.
3. Mr.J.J. L. Hoff, to Miss C. Framingham.

6. Mr. C. Gomes, to Miss DeSilva.

8. Mr. J. Tellyard, to Misa Stote.

9. Owen J. Elias, Esq. to Miss B. E. Avdall.

13. Mr. D. Dunnovan, to Mm. Percy.
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17. At Asimghur, R. Montgonmery, Egq. C. S. to Miss P. M. Thomason.

— Peter Duverger, Commaunder of the Ship Samdanny of Bombay, to Rose
Eleanor Arson.

13. A. D. Kemp, Esq. to Miss E. P. Joaes,

™ (E!'qE Trevelyan, Esq. C. S. to Miss H. M, Macaulay, daughter of Z. Ma-
anlsy, Esq.

15. Fred. James Halliday, Eeq. Civil Service, to Eliza, second daughter of Col.
J. A. Panl McGregor, Military Auditor General.

Nov. BIRTHS.
8. The lady of Major General Pomberton, 56th N. 1. of a son.
12. At Kurnaal, the lady of Cornet Cookson, 9th Light Cavalry, of a son.
13. At Puf ar, Mre. H. Hendry, of a danghter.
18. At the Jady of H. H n, Esq. of a daughter.
. At Agra, the lady of Licut. W. H. Nicholetts, of a son.
4. The lady of R. Wooldridge, Esq. of a danghter.
%, The lady of Captain Young, of a daughter.
27. The lady of Licut. Fountalo, 40th Regiment, of & son.
33, At Noacolly, the lady of Dr. Baker, of a son.
— At Fattyghur, Mrs. T. Lithgow, of a daughter.
n.— Mrs. C. F. By, of a son.
.

1. The ha, of H. J. Leighton, Esq. of two danghters and one son.
2 Mrn. W,

Rylaud, of & du#hter.
8. At Elambazar, the lady of J. Erskine, Esq. of a son.

6. At Dacca, the lady of Lieut. Hamiiton, 53rd N. L. of & daughter.
8. The lady of H. Holroyd, Esq. of a daughter.

9. Mr. Valentine Champion, of a danghter,

10. The lady of T. Holroyd, Esq. of & daughter,

= The lady of J. Brightman, . of & daughter.

13. Mrs. R. Hood, of a son.

::. =rl. C. J. Pittar, t:lfn l:ll.

rs. Kurwan, of a daughter.

17. The lady of Captain Hawkins, of a daughter, still-born.
18. Mrs. W. Harper, of a son.
21. The wife of Mr. Matthews, of a son.

~— Mrs, J. Ravenscroft, of & son.
D. The lady of J. Lowe, Esq. of a danghter.
M. The wife of Mr. Smith, of a son.

= The lady of Rev. Mr. Robinson, of a daughter.

Ocr. DEATHS.

J1. At Macso, at half past 10 o’clock in the ni#ht. the Right Hon'ble William
John, Lord Napier, of Marehiston, a Baronet of Nova Scotia, Captain, R. N. and
His Britannic Majesty’s Chief Superintendent in China. Hls Lordship expired of &

illness brought on by the arducus ormance of his duties at Canton,
sggravated by the treatment recelved from the Chinese Government when on his
passage in & sick state to Macso. His Lordship was born on the 1a3th of October,
ln'ﬁ. sud would that day have completed his 48th year.

ov,

13. James St. John, infant son of Mr. DeSilva, aged 2 years and § months.

— Captain Dew, Country Service, 40 years,

~— A. Barunes, the son of R. Perry, . aged 9 months.

5. Mrs. M. Bennett, aged 38 years 16 days.

— Mr. J. Bennoit, 36 years.

" E At Howrah, John W, Ultimus, son of Bev. W. Morton, Officiating Minister
owrah.

2. At Futtyghur, the infant daughter of Mrs. M. Hendry.

— The inh.n!:ldn ter of R. Kerr, Esq. aged 19 days.

97. At Ishers Delphirie, M. Roussac, aged 16 years and 8 months.

~— At Cawnpore, Sophla Rees, the lady of H. T. Owen, Enq. C. 8.

29. Miss Eliza Wittenberry, aged 8 years, 4 months, and 31 days.

D'n. Master T. Brown, B years.

EC, .

1. The three {nfant children of H. J. Leighton, Esq.

3. Mr. Alexander Gordon Lorimer, aged 28 ycars.

— Mises E. C. M. Jowine, aged 9 years and 7 days.

— At Mirzapore, Willlam Haynes, Eeq.

3. The infant son of Mr. Mark D'Crus.

4. Monsieur Eugene Marquies, aged 33 yoars.
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7. Master J. Marley, aged 6 years, and 15 days.
8. At Almors, Olive, the wife of Licut, Glasford, Engineers, agod 33 years.
9. Maater J, J. Stuart, aged 2 years, 4 months, and 25 days.
— Mr. T. Smith, aged 32 years.
— At Cumballa, Mary, second danghter of Colonel Russel, H. A,
10. At Serampore, Mrs. T. S. Glbson, aged 47 years.
13. Mr. P. Hypher, aged 78 years.
17. Mr. J. Brown, aged 36 years.
— Mrs. Anna Maria Joseph, sged 74 years.
18. Mr. James Grimsdick, aged 45 years.
20. Mrs. E. Moore, relict of the late Captain Willlam Moore.
23. Mr. J. A, Rodrick, aged 24 years, 2 months, and 26 days.

&hippiug_fﬁttlligmte.

Nov. ARRIVALS.
97. Monarch, (Brig,) J. Buchanan, from Tutacorine 93rd October.
— Theress, (Barque,) J. Tulloch, from Moulmein 20th November.
98. Alexander, Sanders, from Markanum 10th October.
29. St. George, J. Thompson, from Bristol 7th and Madelra 32nd Augnst.
Passengers.—Mrs. Col. Walker, Mrs. Rainey, Mrs. Pearce, Miss Robinson,
Miss Rainey, Major Graham, Bengal Artillery, Captain Jervis, 5th N. I., M. H.
Jenkins, Esq. Rev. G. Pearce, Mr. Cowas, Surgeon, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Walker,
Mr. Mainwaring, and Mr, B-nbu.zl.’
— Red Rover, (Baréu,) W. Clifton, from China 3rd and Singapore 11th Nov.
Passengers from China.—C. F. Young, Esq. Besgul C. S., G. B. Gonsalves,
Esq. and E. A, Vertannes, Esq. Merchants,
— Bombay Castle, R. Wemgs. from China 15th Sept. and Malacca g4th Oct.

. Passengers from China.—Mrs. Wemyss, Mrs. Watts and chbild, H. C. Watts,
Esq. G. Jessop, Esq. and cbild,
Oe_b Penclope, (Barque,) P. Hutchinson, from Madras 16th and Markanum M4th

tober.
— Trident, (F.) M. Wiband, from Nautes 4th July and Sumatra Jth November.
— WIll Watch, (Brig,) W. Barrington, from Penang 6th November.
Passengers from Penang.—A. Brunoce, Esq. Mrs. Brunoce, W, Martin, Esq.
Captain G. Dawson.
— Nerbudda, F. Patrick, from China 6th September, Singapore 16th October,
and Penang 7th November.
30. Lord Hungerford, C. Farqubarson, from London 9nd July and Cape 916t Sept.
Pauugmﬁn- London.—Mrs. McClintock, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Moore, Mrs,

Gordon, Misses McClintock, 8. McClintock, Dick Turnbull, D. Agnelas, Hon’ble
H. Devereux, Civil Service, M. Hothaw, Bengal Horse Arti.ueR,a . Crommeline,
B. N. 1., H. Gordon, Madras N. I., and Master H. Moore. m Cape ¢f Good
Hope.—Miss Ross, Miss Morton, Hon'ble A. Ross, Member of Council, T. Wheatly
Esq. Madras Civil Service, H. Morrls, Esg. Madras C. S., Dr, Grant, B. A., sad
Captain Moore, N. I.

— London, Wimble, from London 26th September,
Passengers.—Mrs. Woodward, Mrs. Prole, Mrs. Barbor, Mrs. Voss, Mrs.

Burt, Mrs, Dunlod;, Mrs. Kean, Mrs. Dyson, Mrs. Campbell, Miss Hall, Mr. Wood-
ward, and Mr. Malcome, Civil Service ; Captain Jeffreys, Bugl N. 1., Captain
Prole, Ben, N.I., Cag‘hln Barbor, Bengal Cavalry, Lieut. Dyson and Lieut.
Campbell, Bengal N. I., Mr. Duulop, Surgeon, Mr, Birch, Merchant, Mr. Harris
Englueer, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Rich, Mr. Vogel, Mr. N. Wright, and
Mr. H. Wright.

— Duke of Bedford, W. A. Bowen, from London and Portamouth 2nd A
Pasmsengers.—Mrs. Tucker, Mrs. Nesbit, Mrs. Bradden, Mrs. Scott, M|
Tucker, H. Tucker, Reid, Fry, Warde, Tuloch, Beaumont, Foley, Montgomery,

Robson, Nesbit, Charles Tucker, Esq. C. 8., Alexander Sorpent, Esq., Mr. Bradden,
Mr. Mainwaring, Mr, Chapman, Mr. Sherman ; Mr. Holmes and Mr. Hunter, Aasis-~
tr:“b?t‘w"' Mre. Pite and child, Master C. Gale, Master S. Gale, and Master

esbit.
— Sylph, ( ue,) R. Wallace, from China 4th and Singapore 14th November.
Passengers, China.~E. W. Brightman, Esq. From Singapore.—Alexander
DM and W. D. Shaw,
KC.
1. Dona Carmelits, g!nrqu,) C. Gray, from China 17th October,
Passengers from Pemang.—Eniign F. Adons, 34th Bengal N, I.; Mr, N.
Beale, and eight Native Pilgrims.
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— La Belle Poule, (F.) Gerodrow, from Bordeaux 30th July.

Passengers.—Mr. M. M. Roquet, and Mr. H. Martin, Merchants.
— Indien, (F.) A, Morin, from Havre 11th August.

Passengers.—Mr. N. Tanden, Mr. E. Mathew,and Mr. N. Ravinot, Merchants.
3. Orontes, J. Currie, from Khyouk Phyoo 26th November,

Passengers.—Cuaptain Miller, and a detachment of the 25th Regiment N. 1.

4. Bland, Thomas Callan, from Liverpool 13th August, and Cape of Good Hope
10th October.

Passengers from Liverpool.—Mrs. Hart, Miss .Wilkinson, Captain Trafford, -
Bengal Cavalry ; Dr. Hert, Bengal Establishment ; Mr. Richardson, Cadet, Madras
Establishment ; Mr. Porteous, Mr. Oswald, Mr. Rowson, Mr. Porter, and Mr.
Benjamine, Merchants. From Cape.—Mrs. Lawler and children, and Mr. Lawler.

5. Resolation, (Barque.) G. Jellicoe, from Khyouk Phyoo 30th November.

Passengers.—Mrs. Dickson and 2 children; Lieut. Hone, in command of a
detachment of 230 Sepoys and followers, B. N. I.

6. Fairic Queen, (Barque,) J. Snipe, from Liverpool 1st August and Mauritius
1st November.

7. Duke of Northumberland, Pope, from London and Madeira 220d Augast.

— Water Witch, (Barque,) Henderson, from Singapore 20th November.

8. Asia, J. Biddle, from London 13th August.

— Golden-Fleece, (Barque,; J. Baker, from Liv 1 5th August,

— Syed Khaun, (Schooner,) J. McKinnon, from China 12th and Siagapore 20th
November.

— Virginia, (Barque,) J. Hnllock, from China 16th Oct, and Singapore 31st Nov,

Passengers.—Mr. J. Dixon, H. C. Marine, and Mr, Hood, Merchant.

9. Albion, N. McLeod, from Liverpool 27th July and Madeira 13th August.

Passengers.—Mrs. Benson, Licut. Benson, 4th Cavalry, and 3 children.

— City of Edinburgh, D. Fraser, from Madras 30th Oct. and Markanum gth Nov,

Passengers from Madras.—Mrs. Breen, Lieut. Ommaney, Mr. Breen and Mr,
C. A. Gordon, Merchants; Mr. A. Lime, and Mr. J. A. Colla, Greek Merchants.

10. Allalevie, G. Andree, from China 31st Oct. and Singapore 12th November.

~ Thistle, (Schooner,) J. Jones, from Rangoon 26th November.

— L'Esperance, J. Worthington, from Batavia 27th October, and Singapore
19th November.

14. Cleremont, (Bargne,) T. Boulton, from Sandoway 2ad December.

Passengers from Samndoway.—Lieuts Ramsay and Lieut. O'Brian.

— Elizabeth, (Sch ,) H. Sp » from Penang 23nd November.

Passenger . —W. R. Lackersteen, Esq.

15. Arab, (Barque,) C. Parks, from Bombay 2nd November.

Passengers.—Mrs. Borradaile and 2 children, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Sutherland
and ehild, Miss Gordon, H. Borradaile, Esq. of Bombay Civil Service ; and Captain
W. C. Grant, Bombay Engineers.

— William Gray, C. Greene, from Boston 2nd July.
Passengers.—Mr. T. W, Everett, Supercargo ; and Mr, T. T. Burt, Clerk.
16. Cecelia, (Bri *,2 P. Roy, from Slnﬂlpore 6th, and Penang 19th November.
20. Enterprize, g . C. Steamer,) C. H. West, from Madras 1th December.
assengers.—Major Hodges, Private Secretary, Captain MacLeod, A. D, C.
i

P
and Captain Airy, A. D. C. to the Governor of Madras; Rev. Dr. Mill, Mrs. Mill,
and chln.l and Dr. Selling's child.
Nov. °* DEPARTURES.

27. Tapley, R. Tapley, for Liverpool.

29. Juliana, C. B, Tarbatt, for London.

— Venper, (Barque,) J. T. Atwood, for Isle of France.

— Skimmer, (Barque,) J. R, Gillen, for Ranguon and Moulmein,
Dxc.

3. Hashmy, J. Harfleld, for London.
10. Cornwallis, P. Key, for Bombay.
13. Soobrow, (Barque,) W. Poole, for Bombay.
15. James Pattison, R. D. Middleton, for London.
— Guiana, (Barque,) M. Tait, for Liverpool.
— Neptune, Broadhurst, for London viA Cape.
Passengers per Neplune.—Lady Knox and child, Mrs. Hickey and 4 children,
Mrs. Braz and 5 children, Mrs. Edmonds,—Benle, Esq. C. S., T. Brae, Esq. Major
Hyde, Bengal Artlllery, Lieat. P. Bonham, and D. Pratt, H. M. 16th cers,
Masters McDormond and Cobb.
— Lawrence, (Brig,) H. Glll, for the Mauritius.
20. Curacoa, D. Dunn, for Moulmeln.
— St. Leonard, J. W. Gurr, for Liverpool.
Passenger per Ann for Ceylon.—George Howard, Esq.
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