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CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

February, 1835. 

1.-0n Infanticide in R6.jputana. 
To the Edilor or the ChriatiaD Oblener. 

81-, 
There are bot few otlieen who have visited Malw, and Raj­

putana, who are not well aware that many of the Rajput, and 
aome other tribes of these provinces are, and have for ages put 
been, in the habit of destroying their female offspring on their 
birth. Circmmtances have placed it in my power partially to 

, ucertain the extent to which this practice 1s carried in some 
quarters of these provinces ; and as the particulan cannot bat 
be of deep interest to the benevolent public, aud to every mem­
ber of that paramount Government whose duty it is to do its 
utmost to eradicate this inhuman practice from within the 
raa!fi of its influence, I shall proceed to state them. 
1a1a.,.~'t ~ The Htira ~jputs, who giv'e their name to Ha-­
rauti, and the heads of which fill the thrones of Bundi and 
Kota, are much given to this horrifyins: practice. I know man, 
cues in which individuals of this tnbe have destroyed their 
daughters, but I cannot state the enent to which infanticide 
is practiaed throughout the whole tribe. Apji Hi\ri, Jagirdar 
of Koila, and a near heir to the throne of Kota, has destroyed 
,everal of his daughters. The last that was bom to him waa 
preae"ed by the maternal affection of his lady. When the child 
was bom and announced to be a girl, the Thakur iS110ed the 
order for its immediate destruction. The mother interceded : 
the proud Thakur, whose circmnstances have been much strai­
tened by the persecutions with which the late Raj Rana Madhu 
Singh visited bis attachment to his kinsman the Mahiriu, in­
dignantly uked how in the present low ebb of his fortunes he 
was to erovide the means for a suitable match for the girl, and 
repeated his order that the Mada.r juice be forthwith adminis­
tered to the innocent babe. The mother still besought for the 
infant•, life. The day happened to be the anniversary of the 

I 
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birth of Krishna, the tutelary divinity of the Haris. " For Sri 
Krishnaji's sake spare the innocent babe," cried the fond mother: 
" Oh pollute not this sacred day by the commiBBion of so black 
a sin.... The Thakur relented, and this single daughter 
to the house of Koila lives to bless the name of Krishna. 
These particulars were given to me by a aon of Apji, whom 
I lately met in Malwa. 

Kblchl a"pm The Khichi Rajputs of Khilchipur are still more 
,,, Khlkblpar. inveterately addicted to the practice than the Hara 
tribe. With a view to ascertain the extent to which the 
practice was carried in this small principality, an inquiry 
was directed to be made .of the number of sons and daugh­
ters now living of all the nobles of Khilchipur. The re­
sult of this inqui~ is almost beyond belief. In 157 fami­
lies ( chiefly Khich1S and kinsmen of the Raja Sher Singh, 
with a few Rhatores, U mute, &c.) there were found to be 
only Si daughters where there were 189 sons living. 

umut !!!l";afllNar- In the adjoining petty principalities of Nar­
llnprb RiJprb. singarh and Rajgarh, the practice would seem. 
from a similar inquiry, to be not much leBB general. In 68 fami­
lies in which inquiry was made in Nursingarh, there appeared 
to be but 19 daughters, whilst there were 75 sons living. In 18 
families in Rajgarh the result W88 ii boys and but 10 girls. 

I cannot be answerable for the entire correctness of theee 
results: but in such cases as I have myself had an opportunity 
of verifying I have found them correct. Now as the most e:ii:­
tended inquiries of philanthropists in Europe and Asia have all 
shewn one result, viz. that the births of males and of females are 
of nearly equal amount, the only inference to be drawn from 
this disparity is, that females equal or nearly equal in number to 
the difference here exhibited have been destroyed. My know­
ledge of the fact however does not rest solely on this inference. 
Many instances of infanticide • in these Khichi and U mut 
families have at the time of their o<'currence come within my 
actual knowledge : the chiefs themselves have from. time to time 
admitted their culpability in having destro1ed one, two, or three, 
or all of their female offspring at their birth, pleading in exte­
nuation hereditary custom, their high caste which would be 
deSll'&(ied by alliances with inferior tribes, and their inability 
duly to meet the expenses of a marriage which they deemed 
suitable to their high descent, and vain pretensions. It is chiefly 
in those tribes of R~jputs, who in their pride de.em themselves 
more illustrious in regard to caste than their neighbours, that the 
custom prevaila. The inferior castes, who will give their daugh­
ters in marria~ into higher castes, (the members of which will 
not however give theirs in return to them) seldom have recourse 
to infanticide : in these castes the custom is generally regarded 
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uainful, and visited with excommunication. In aeveral orthoee 
tribm long habituated to the practice, a few chiefs or a warm 
'benevolence have existed who have done their utmost to suppress 
the eustom ; who have themselves not only set the best example 
by preBerving their own daughters, but promised to their poorer 
but eq_ually high bom kinsmen such pecuniary assistance 88 
might be required to provide suitable matches for their daughters. 
The celebrated Jai Singh, the Raja of Jaipur, 88 in other respects 
so also in this, shewed himself superior to the spirit or the age 
in which he lived. But his endeavours to BUpprees infanticide 
baYe not 1111cceeded better than his attempt to introduce second 

1tadl-.Jia 1111111 ..,._ marriages ; for I know several recent instances 
-u,ipauatJa,.... of Kachwahae and Ra:iawats of the Jaipur 
territory, who, though publicly known to have destroyed their 
daaghten, have met with neither punishment from the Jaipur 
Government, nor public and general condemnation from their 
neighboW'8. 
11.__ The Rhatores of Marw,r practise it le88 than their 

,,, ..__,_ neighbours; I know not whether they have entirely 
abandoned the practice; I know of no instance of a Rhatores 
"-- having destroyed his infant daughters. The Ranawat 

°' 11enr. tribes of U daipur still practise the crime, but I know 
not to what extent. Instances of infanticide in this tribe have 
eome to my notice. 

The Jhala Rajputs, to which tribe the late Zalim Sin~h of 
Kota belonged, do not, I believe, practise infanticide, neither 
do the Saktawat, nor several other families in Mewar. 

....... The Thakur of Agra Burkhera, near Bhilsa, a 
chief of the Ponwar tribe, has frequently confeBBed to me, that 
the straits to which the oppressions of Scindia'e Amile had re­
duced him, had driven him to destroy the two or three daughters 
that had been bom to him; and I doubt not but that several of 
hia many kinsmen have followed an example exhibited in auch 
a hip. quarter. 

This Thakur, and also the Rajas or Khilchipur, Rajgarh, 
and N aningarh have gone through the form of renouncing the 
praetice, and have issued prohibitions against it to all their 
mbjects. This is certainly matter of gratulation, bot too much 
stress ought not to be laid on this single act. 

11.tpt lll'be9al Ada. The custom was formerl1 practised to a great 
extent, I have understood, in Aude. I believe that many Hindu 
ehie& of those parts have now voluntarily swom t.o their spiri­
tual Gurus, that they will henceforth abandon it. But doubt­
lesaly, through the whole of the North Western Provinces of 
Hinduethan and Aude, and in Cutch and Guzerat, instances of 
infanticide are constantly occurring amongst all the Rajput 
uibel. 

1 2 
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Puryu 11i-o1 ,.. But the practice is not confined to Rajputa• : 
11,apur. when I lately paued along the frontien of Bun­
di, Udaipur, and Jaipur, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Jahazpur, I discovered that iDfa.nticide was generally practised, 
also by the Puryar Minu, a race of wild mountaineen here­
ditariJy addicted to plunder. 

On the occasion of my fint visit in January and February, 
l 888, my stay was not longer than 15 days; during this period, 
however, I waa enabled to ascertain with a considerable degree 
of correctness the extent to which the practice was carried on in 
all the principal villages of the Puryar Minas. The following 
statement contains the result of my inquiries in Jabazpur of 
Udaipur, and Tonkra of Bundi. 

Villages. 

---
Bartloharl, -
Chotllobarf. -
Garolt, -­
Polya,---1 
Kurarya, 
Gunmgarh,­
Manohargarh, 
Gan,---• 
Byet.bf, -

Villag•. 

Omar, -----

Dewakakhen, 
Butwari, -
Puprala, --

MEWAB.. Jalunrp,w Paf'ganna . 

.No. offi N rho I No. or 
miliea o 0

• 
0 fl girls under 

Puryar UDder liyean 12 yean 0 
Mmaa. rage. lare• 

8& &l 14, 
.SS 66 14, 
79 79 12 
H 28 IS 
81 88 18 
HI -... 10 Iii 
71 .SS[ed. 4, '° Notaaeerta.in- 10 
SO Do. 1S 

BtrN»i. Tonkra pa,,.ganna.. 
No.offa. N No. of 
lmili• of o. or boY" ~rla under Puryar underl2yean 12 yearaor 
Mfnu. ~r age. age. -

78 28 " . 
SS "" " iO II Iii 

u ft 0 

-
�~�b�~� the temple 

{ 

lnthi1 • 

venerated d 
oft.be Pury 

ivinit.y 
arML 

nu. 

{

Theinhabi tanbof 
thi1 village COD-
feued that 
had d 
every girl 
their v· 

they 
eatroyed 
born in 

illap. 
• I have frequently been informed by the pNNDt Nawab and miaiater 

of Bhopal, that Baba Kan Singh R.i8'ld6r, a Sikh chief or rank aad i.aftuanoe,. 
and also Guru of ihe Bikba in Bhopal, baa deatroyed all his daughtera • 
that he hu been Induced to do this not from poverty, but from pride. 
diadaining to give In marriage his daughten to any man of hia tribe, not 
of equal eltimation with himaelf. 
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To what a horrifying e:rtent doe1 the destruction of humaa 
life appear to have been hen habitually carried on: without toe 
attncting the not.ice or reprobation in the least degree either oC 
the public or of the local Governments I ! Here the Minu 
without neene admitted to me that they had destroyed each 
one, two, or three daughters, as the cue might be. Rajputa 
have recoune to the practice from inability to meet the ex­
penaea of snitable alliances. They have recoune to it from 
a milltaken vaoity, but plead no j118ti.6cation either from 1111,Y 
injmaetion in the Shaatraa, or from tradition. The Minas how­
e-rer have a tradition, inculcating the duty and propriety of 
deatroying their daughters: and adduce divine authority infavor 
of the practice. 

The Ranaji of Udaipur, some time before my arrival at 
Jahazpur, iSBDed an order prohibiting the Minas from destroy­
ing their danghten : the order however had received no kind 
of attention either from the Minas or hie local officen. The 
Bundi Rau Raja and the Raj Rana of Kota were, at the in­
ltaace of the late acting political agent, induced aJao to prohibit 
the practice within their domains ; and the Govemor General, on 
tbe receipt of the intelligence, wrote K.haritas to these princes, 
and a.Lio to the Ranaji of U daipur, es:preuing the high 11&tiafac­
tion which His Lordahip had derived from this repart of their 
hlllll8De endeavolll'B to suppress this cruel practice in their 
wrritories. 

Circmnatances led me a year afterwards to the same frontier : 
I f'ound that the orden of the Rau Raja of Bundi had been 
very strictly enforced. All the female children bom in the 
Bundi Mina villages within this period, with the es:ception 
of one, had been prese"ed, and the parents of the one which 
had been destroyed had been rigorously punished by the worthy 
Amil of Tonkra, Thakur Kishor Singh. On all who had 
preaerved their daughten in this interval, the Bundi Govem­
ment bestowed p:re11ents of dreuea, and alao silver wristlets for 
the children. 

The orden of the IUnaji had been again, in this respect, as 
well as in othen, but very ~ially obeyed : a great number of 
girls bom in the year havtng been as usual destroyed by their 
parents, and, as before, without calling down upon them the 
reprobation or anger of Government. 

The foUowing incident will with difficulty be believed ; its 
truth may be relied on. AB I was riding out one morning 
accompanied by Lieutenant C., of the 51st Regiment N. I., 
I palll8d through the Bundi Mina village of U mur. I waa 
then beset by the cries of a Mina womau, the wife of one 
of the Patel• of the village, who claoioroualy demanded of me to 
forbear all endeavours to procure the suppre&lion of an ancient 
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custom, and a religions rite enjoined upon them by dmne 
authority. When I endeavoured to reconcile the unfeeling wo­
man, she boldly averred that daughters in their tribe bad been 
foretold to bring, if preserved, only trouble and misfortune to their 
families, and that the event could not but be calamitous ! ! 

The barbarous wild inhabitants of this village had but a few 
weeks before my second visit, burned a boy alive. The boy 
had certainly been guilty of murder : but so lawleBB, wild, and 
independent are these Minas, that they proceeded to punish 
the offender in this cruel way, without even consulting or report­
ing the matter to the authorities at Tonkra. 

I ought to have mentioned above, that when the Mina (the 
single individual of the Bundi villages who had destroyed his 
infant daughter) was taxed with his disobedie~ce of orders, and 
want of feeling, he justified himself by citing the example of a 
neighbor, Hara Rajput Zamindar, who had likewise destroy­
ed his daughter bom in the interval between my first and second 
visit to the frontier. 

The above details muat fully satisfy yon that female in­
fanticide is carried on to a frightful extent throughout Malw, 
and Rajputana : that the number of deaths by Sati waa infi­
nitely le88 throughout the whole of India than that of theae 
murders, even in these two province,. Will not these facta 
awaken the slumbering benevolence of the public, and more 
especially that of all those officers of the British Government, 
exercising influence and authority, whether personal or official, 
over these barbarous tribes ? I feel &881lred from my knowledge 
of many of these officers, that they onl1 require to be duly in­
formed of the awful extent of the enonmties to which ignorance, 
barbarism, and superstition have driven these deluded people, to 
call all their talents, and all their judFent, and all their zeal, 
into full exercise, to procure their eradication from the land. 

It may be deemed presumptuous in me to offer any sugges­
tions as to the best mode of proceeding to procure the suppres­
sion of this crime. I hope that my motive will excuse the 
prellUDlption. 

Some benevolent men of more zeal than judgment would call 
npon the British Government to suppress this crime by the 
atron~ hand of power. From this opimon I entirely dissent. 

It 1s useleSB, as it would be impolitic, and indeed, unjustifiable, 
in the Supreme Government, to attempt to legislate for people 
over whom it p088e88e8 no lepl right or power to legislate. It 
can do no more than it has already done, viz. express its abhor­
rence at the crime, and give great credit to those princes who 
relinquish the practice in their own families, and endeavour to 
mppress it amongst their mbjects. 
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Neither do I think that the Missionary, direotly encouraged 
b.r Government, or its officers, can at present be allowed to ply 
his benevolent laboun, without endangering the attainment of the 
object, which every friend of his species must be so anxio118 to 
aceompliab. 

To whom then is the work of regeneration, of civilization and 
education, to be entrusted ? To all the British officers, civil and 
military, now in Malwa and Rajputana. Are they to direct 
their endeavours to get the native princee to prohibit the prao­
tice ? The native princes certainly should be gained Co the 
eauae of humanity. A11 they are the moet influential, their 
hearty concurrence in any scheme for the suppre88ion of infanti­
cide is an o~ject of very primary import.ance. But we must not 
deceive oureelves: this measure by itself will be of little or no 
avail-;,enal enactments, not supported by a concurrent public 
opinion, are utterly futile. In England we have too many in­
lltances of their futility, under these circumstances, to rel\uire 
proof of the fact. The o~ject therefore to be held in view 18 to 
procure a general feeling of el[ecration, throughout all claues of 
the people, agaiDBt the crime. Until such a feeling has been 
produced, the issue of edicts prohibiting the practice will be 
almost a waste of breath and paper. 

Thill general execration can only be excited by constantly 
repeating to all classes of the people thrown into our way, by 
bwiiDesa or by chance, on every fitting occasion, the feelings of 
horror with which we and our Government regard the crime : 
our feelings should be expreased not in anger, for that would onl1 
lead to increased backwardness in revealing the fact, but in a spi­
rit of conciliatory compassion and regret. I would let them see 
and feel that we regard this crime as a most abominable and a 
moat llfmTBVated murder : "a crime in its own nature, detestable; 
in a woman, prodigious; in a mother, incredible : it is perpetrat­
ed against one whose age calls for compassion, whose near re­
lation claims aft'ection, and whose innocence deserves the high­
est favor." 

B1 such an exhibition, on all suitable occasions, of our real 
aentunents to those addicted to the practice, they will fint he­
litate to commit, and eventually, it is to be trnsted, abandon the 
crime. It is a part of human natllre for the subject to imitate 
the example and conform himself to the wishes of his lord and 
mperior, for the lowly and humble to copy the rich and influ­
ential, and for the ignorant and the barbarous to be overruled 
by the wise and the learned and the civilized. If therefore we 
take dae pains to exprese to all partie11 our abhonence, in term• 
8llited to the heinousneu ofthe crime, and to manifest our opini­
on and wishes on the practices, with 1nfficient force, confor­
mity thereto must naturally en111e. 
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The co-operation and concurrenceofthe 'Madthaand Muham­
madan princes, chiefs, and their local officers, are to be no leu 
earrly sought, than those of the Rajput princes and tht!u 
chiefs. For though these former do iiot practise infiwticide, 
still they indulge the practice with unreserved toleration. But. 
as the execration and condemnation of the public i:t the engine 
I would recommend, in order to procure the eradication of the 
practice, the enlightenment and hearty abhorrence alc;io of these 
mfluential chiefs against it, is a matter of primary importance. 
The example of thP.se chiefs may also be used with great effect 
to excite a spirit of emulation in the same cause in the minds of 
the Rajput princes, whose cordial concurrence in our views C&Il­
not be so easily gained. 

But the princes of the land, though influential, are still but 
few : our efforts therefore should be no le88 zealously directed 
towards all the leaden of public opinion on moral quMtions, 
the spiritual guides venerated by the whole population. I would 
point out as pel'80ns whose support and co-operation should be 
especially courted, all those Brahman&, U p'dyas, Parohits, Go­
uin.&, Charans, Pin, Fakirs, and &dha, esteemed amongst 
themselves for their piety or other virtues. A pr~judice against 
such personages is generally felt by European officers, but in 
most cases without just grounds. Few indi nduals amongst them 
have attained to, and maintained a distinguished place in the 
general estimation, without meriting it by the sincerity, if not by 
the soundness of their professions and devotional spirit. But 
even allowing that imposture on one side, and credulity on the 
other, have tended to exaggerate the fame of their merits, still, 
we must admit that they are the persons who are actually con­
sulted and acknowledged as guides in all p_oints of morality. 
Their verdict chiefly tends to decide the manta or demerits of 
all acts. Why therefore refrain, so long as the best means 
cannot be safely used, from availing ourselves of the co-operation 
of a powerful and influential body of men, who will assuredly 
give it, if properly asked ? 

To me it has always been a matter of great interest to 1188 and 
examine the various conformations and phases which the human. 
mind assumes under any circumstances. To satisfy this curio­
sity, I seldom fail to direct my steps in the course ofa morning's 
or evening's walk to the Asram of any Hindu devotee or &dh, 
or the Takia of the Fakir or Pir who bas acquired celebrity 
by his reputed piety. But at the same time, that I seek to 
satisfy my curiosity bf learning the particulan of their creeds, 
I seldom quit them Without endeavouring to enlii!t their services 
in the cause of civilization and humanity. 

My visit alone has been received as a compliment, and 
when I have told them that tMir precepts and advice appeared 
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to me more likely to prove eft'ectual, and were less o~jectionable, 
than any orden which the British Government could i&me on 
thi■ or other su~jecta, they have felt ao much honored and 
flattered by the appeal that none have failed to promise their 
mo■t cordial co-operation. I have reminded them, that the 
■_piritoa) guide•, no less than the ruling authority, is answerable 
for nch gro11 and habitual violations of the laws of humanity­
• faet which, Hindoo as well a.'I l\lussnlmau, they all readily 
admit. 

One of the most zealous qnpporters of thi" cau~ in regard to 
infanticide amongst the Minas, was a Mina Bhakt, of the 
name of Par'° : he lamented very pathetically the depravity 
of men of the present iron age, and praised the virtue of the 
ar9 put : he regretted the inattention of hi11 wild brethren to 
hia rare sermons on morality and self-knowledge, and bemoaned 
al■o hi■ own put sins committed before his regPneration (he 
eonf8118N to liavin_g destroyed one or two of his daughters born 
in hie youth!) He was now held to be a prodigy of learning 
and piety ; he coulcl read ! ! But even this poor ig!}orant semi­
•"1119 proved of great service, and exerci~ed much influence in 
nconciling hia wild brethren to the injunrtions laid by the Rao 
Raja of Bundi against the further practice of infanticide. I 
pve him ■ome pamphlets against infanticide, written by a Mal­
ri Brahmap, named Unkar Bhat, who arrays the authorities 
of all the Shaatraa and Purina against tl{ia sinful practice. 
With these, the first printed book!'! he had seen, given him too 
by a " Sahib,"' he was highly delightecl ; and I ·was given to 
undentand, that for some time after my departure, he made 
himaelf particularly active in expounding and impressing their 
con,_,• on bis wild kinsmen. I have not since heard of him, 
and hie laboun. Years must roll by before we can hope to see 
the princes of Mal\\·11 and Rajpnthana establi11hing schools nnd 
collepa, to promote education and <'ivilization throughout their 
dominions. But we must not for_get that tlu.• whole conr11r of 
men'• lives is paued in a state of' pupiln~; that men in the 
world, u well u boys at sehool, are dnily making fresh accumu­
latione to their stocks of knowledi,ee. Human nature is ever the 
ame, however dift'erent be the l'olour of the skin, and Hindus, 
notwithstanding the onee bonated immutability ofthrir laws and 
euto1119, are proving, nnd will still prove, no exct!ption to the 
llllinnal role. They are poor, they are ignorant, they are but 
half4riJised barbarians ; they are suhject to ancl clependent on 
u : OD thete accounts, and on every other account, they are 
wa&ching, and di,poeed to imitate our example, to attend to our 

• 
• <iill~,, tJ1r1fT'1j ~~.,, 5(111~: 1 

,..:,..., n111'1i fitllm ~~fq ,, 
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advice and instntctioBB, &nd to acknowledge the influence 4 
that power we po111e88 by our superiority in religion, moralit.:, 
and a better knowledge of the arts of Government. Let t.he 
all those British officers now in these parts but duly feel th 
deep responsibility attaching to them as profeBHors of the pureE 
morality, and u senants and representatives of a civilized Go 
nmment, ever anxious to promote to its utmost the happine.! 
and comfort and enlightenment of all its dependents-let then 
feel that upon their every act and every word dependa tb 
BUppreaaion of this and every other revolting practice-let then 
ever retain in their minds a due sense of the vaat power ani 
influence which they possess for working good to the tbouaand 
around them, and they will not fail in the speedy accomplishmen, 
of the high object of their blamele88 ambition. 

I trust they will bold me excused for attempting to dictate t4 
their su~rior talents, conduct,judgment, and experience. I havt 
here bnefly stated the results of my experience, and the C01UIM 

which I have myself observed in regard to the BUbject of thit 
letter. My object in writing it bas been rather to draw their 
attention, and awaken their zeal, in the cause of humanity and 
civilization, than to recommend to imitation my own ezample, 
feeling well B88Ured, if they will but give their best consideration 
to the BUbject, that their own judgment, and their individual 
tastes, will point out to them a course to themselves more 
agreeable, and still mo!e eff'ectll&l, and perhaps still leu o~jec­
tionable, than that which I have followed and prenmed to re­
commend or suggest. 

AN OFFICEB IN POLITICAL Elf PLOY l'N 
MALW.A; .AND lo.ATE IN RA.JPIJTH,Ul'A. 

Malw/J, Nm,ember 25, 188,. 

II.--.AdditionalMemoranda rega-rcling the Karem,of BunnaA. 
[The Information reprdlngthe Karen■, which la co11tal■ed In om N1111. lor No'I', 1833, 

1111d :May, 183', haa u.clted1omuehinterMt, that we hanbeen npeatedly re,quntcd 
to pnbl11haay furtherputl.eulara with which we might become acquainted. In order 
tu meet the wlahn of our correapoodente, we now praeot them with the following 
utncte from a paper publl1hed ID the Madn■ :Mlulolllll'J Register, No. I., ud 
eoUUed II Notlcu o? aome recent dlamveriee, relative to the Karen■ la the Bul'lllllll 
Empire." A■ the greater part of thl■ paper co111leta of the Information we ba'fll 
already publlabed, wbat we now utnct mut not be regarded merely by it.■elf, 
but u a npplement to the papen referred to, and In tbi■ view we are persuaded 
It will be deemed worth)' of peruul by moat of our reader■, u well u partic:ularly 
llltenltln,r by the oonnpo11denta to whom we hue above ref'ened. 

We ■hortly anticipate further Information respecting the Karen■, from 11D intellipnt 
Ml■llooary engaged lo eeekiilg their ■ahatlon, ud ■hall not Call to gin It iuer­
Uon u ■-urecetved.-ED.] 

The su!'erinp and heroic Chri8'ian fortitude of Ml"I. Judson, with the 
patient labour and devoted piety of her husband, have made the Bunnan 
JrliuiOA an objeci of deep iDlered lo the C.hriltian Church. Thia iD&er-
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• ec<t ha been heightened by the pat 111ece11 whfch hu been TOUehafed 
lo their dorte and thoae of thelJ' ooadjuton. The reeent diacoYery of the 

• Karen, hu giftll it ylll addi&ional. interNt, which ia further heightened by 
the limplicity of chancier of thia people, their preaervation from idolatry 
though ■urrounded with idolaten, their preparedn- for the reception 
or fo~igo teachers, the readinesa with whiefi they have received inflnaG­
tion, the liucerity with which a conlllderable number haYe in a abort lpllOe 

' of time turned to the Loni, and eapeaially by the l(l'eat probability that 
they 119 &he deece11dante of the Jewriab nation. Mr. M1180n ( an American 
Millliooary) bu been employed for eome time in oollectiOR fragrnente of 
their traditiou, which bear the Btrooplt mark of a Hebrew origin. Thq 
hne no written rec,oni of their traditiom; for until their language w• 
reduced to writing by Mr. Wade {one of the Miaiooariea), they had IIO 
niUeo Janpage: Their tradition• have theref'oni been handed dowa 
fflllD f'lllier to aon in the lhape or oomnumda, and were commonly 11111g at 
the fnnenla of their old men. It appears thnt thil practice ii fut p■-ing 
into diluae ; that their fragment■ ani gradually thinning ; and that there 
are vtry few Karens to be found who can remember eYen the fragment■ 
~m copied. Mr. Muon beautifully..,..,"' The father no loopr pthen 
Iris c:liildnn 111011nd the fown &o teach them the oomnaandl of their anCPS-
181'8; no loogw do they Bing at the pvea of their elder■ tbe IOllp their 
&then 111ng; nothing - ii remembered but a few disconnected piece■• 
which, like the last glimmerinp of day, are ju.It 1wlloieot to dilloover the 
&ding widitape." 

Then appean no JUIIOll to Imagine that these fragments are not the 
tnditieas of &heir owa UICBllten. No tnc8I of Romaa Catholic Mi11ion. 
ari• having been among them can be found, but oo the contrary they have 
ao atquaintance 1'ith the doctrine of the CN111 which auoh mi-1ooariea 
muat have commanicated to them. Additional evidence of the Hehre" 
Clrigin of thi■ people i1 furnilhed by their clrea, wWcb. ii ll8id to eorre.. 
.,._. ia a gnat-~ 1rith the Jewiah. It ■eeDII that the cut. and faa.. 
tnra are alao Jewiah, resembling tbOBe of the white Jew■ of Bombay. 
· TIie kiudnea of a friend enables u to furniah our reader■ with the fol. 

lowing fragmentL A full llCCOWlt will probably be hereafter pu.bliahed hr 
Mr. Muon ; meanwhile we Bhall from tlm.e to time gi,·e 1ach information 
~ them • we may be able to obtain. Every Chriltian muat eape. 
cially rejoice in the encouraging proepect of their 1peedy oonveraion to 
Cluutiuii&y ; ~ have alreadr appeared u the first fruita of faithfw 
Miaioauy laboun. May the Lord continue to ble11 their eff'ort11 until 
the •hale _people become by faith, the children of believing Abraham. . 

The folfowing tradition, are of two kind•, the one in vene, and the 
other In PION ,· the 18'ter in the form of colDIIWldl from • parent to Ilia 
ehildren. 

1.-7'radltion., of «:riplunfatb.-G«J is denominated the great Ka-tn, 
or the grea1 Lord-the grut Pu, ar great anoeator, from P11, • grand. 
latJaer..:.uid .. y U1'ah." 

" 0 my c:hildrea and grand.children, the earth is the treactin,r plaee of 
\lit fee& of God, and heaven bi the place where he Bit• ; he 11ee1 all thiDp, 
111d •e an manifest to him." . 

I~ the following pBMBge, God ii rep1'1!1181lted 1& •ylng, that after 
baT!llg ereated the world, lie will de■troy it in three geuentiom ; but men 
l'lply, \bat they are not able to endnre thil, and beic that they may ha,-e 
""Y nrfetv or BUff'erina' that now ui1t11 but that the world 11111:r not be 
~; to which 1'8fluea& ft ia nndentood God acc:eded. 

" I baw ereated the gnat eut.b. a., 1a t11ne puraUou 1 wm nm lt ,., 1 

I[ i 
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I ban made the gnat euth, 
But in tbree generation■ l will Mt lt la lame 1 
I have formed the great earth, 
But lu thRe r.ueratlou I will de■tnlf lt with ~ ; 
I hani established tbe great earth, 
Bat ln three genentlona I will cleatroJ It with llama. 
0 Lord, great God I 
The worlcl-clntroJlnl lame we caanot bear 1 
0 Lord, great God I 
The world-d.e■troylng lame we CUlDOt endure ; 
The world-d.eatroyiDJ lame we are uuble to bear 1 
Let u ulllt with aftllctlon ln all itl Tuiou form■.'' 

lFx:a. 

Angaa.-Tbe Karena believe that there are being& in heaven who ne,·er 
idnned, and that they are employed In Hecuting Goel', purpoaea. 

" The ■on• of heaT111 are holy, 
They ■lt by tbe ■eat of Goel ; 
The 10111 of heaffn are righteou, 
They dwell together with God. 

They lean agaln■t the ellTer Mat of God ; 
The beiDl!'I whom God employe to e:ueute ld■ purpoae91 

Ban, to the preHDt time, the recllDlDf place of God." 

Satma.-The Karena uy that if a penon died in ancient time, he came 
to life again after a abort time, indimted, u in the following enract, by 
the plantain leaf becemlng yellow ;-Batlln however brought lin into tha 
world, and that men did not rise to life again. 

" The dead rose again when the plantain wu yellow, 
But Satan produced 1ln ; 
The dead roaeto life, when the plantain wuyellow, 
But Satan introduced eln ; 
You haTe eommltted adultery aplut God, 
Hence In thl■ ■tate you are eorrupt." 

OfV'OflltJII.-The Karena believe that woman wu originally made from 
one of man's ribs, and have the popular idea among them that a man hu 
one rib leu on one llide than on the other. 

" O children and grand-children ! woman at fint wu a rib of man. 
therefore women ought to obey men in all thlnga." 

Dutruction qf lM ta0rltl.-The Karena believe that the world will be 
deatroyed by fire, and aeveral brief allwdona to th11 occur ill their poetry• 
of which the following ill a specimen: 

"The waten will rl■e, ud the world-destroying lame wm bunt forth, 
And mut uot meu then watch ? 

Polygamy.-" 0 children and grand-children ! If yon have one wife, 
luat not after another female or male; for God at the beginning createcl 
only two." 

StDIIJl'ing.-" 0 children and grand-children ! do not cane or uae impre­
cations, and do not BOOld, If you cune or use imprecations, they will re­
turn on younelvee." 

A/m1.-" 0 children and grand-children ! give food and drink to the 
poor, and by so doing you will obtain mercy younelvea." 

Doing good to all men.-" 0 children and grand-children I according to 
your abilities, relieve the diatreues of all men. If you do good to othera. 
you will not go umewanled, for others will make like retum1 to you." 

Id/meu.-" 0 children and grand-children ! while in this lltate here on 
earth, labour diligently, that you may not become slaves, and when persona 
viait you, have food and drink to give them." 

Inun,perr,mce.-" 0 children and grand-children I do not be guilty of e:r­
cea in eat~ and drinking. Be not intemperate, but take that which .ie 
proper only." 
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OlmSm-. to rm.,,.-" 0 chlldren and grancLchildren I obey the orden 
ef kings, for kinp in former tim• obeyed the commanda of God. If we 
l1o DO\ obey them. they will kill 119." 

Eerdlf ...,,.,,._. __ ., 0 children and grand-children I do not covet 
tlle &vod thinp of tbil world, for when you die, you CIULDOl carry away 
the tbiap that are on earth." 

" 0 children and grand-children ! do not d•ire to be 1reat men and 
,c- authority. Great men Bin uceedilllfly, and when they die, go to 
hell" 
~--" 0 children and ,rand-children ! never lfe& an,fl'f. If we 11re 

IID8TJ with otben, Goel ii an,ry with 111. The Righteoua One looka down 
from beavea upon WL The penon who looka upon the great and small, 
the vile 11nd the wicked, children and youth, without anpr, and lfivea 
them food and drink, he· shall be es&abli.ihed unchangeably.' 

Fo,6aua111.11! and Aumility.-" 0 children and ,rand-ebildren ! tholllfh a 
peN>D persecute you with deceit, 11111f8r, and revenge ; tholllfh be atrike 
yoa. lbump you, beat you, do not retum him evil : if you retum him 
eril, you derive no advantage thereby- Then with the heart forbear, and 
~ lo him raipectfnl words : by domg this, you will not go unrewarded." 

"The man who, without an,er, endlll't!9 all with humility, ahall be ea­
tablished unchangeably; for by doilllf thua the advantage& of meritoriou1 
.-Jitiea are hia." 

Lu,,e to tNJmia.-" 0 children and pand..cbildren ! If a penon lnjurea 
yoa. let him do what he wiabe■, and bear all the BWferinp be brinp upon 
JOI& with humility. If an enemy penecnte you, love him with the heart. 
On accG11Dt of our bavi111 Binned apinlt Goel from the beginnilllf, we 
oaght to aul'er ... 
a- to ad _,,. one oAeak ii lmll!k.-" 0 children and lfl"IIDd....children I 

If • penon nrike you on the face, be doea n°' strike you on the face, 
Jui only ltrik• on the foor. Tberef'ore, if• penon ltrike you on one 
cheek, give him the other to atrike.'' 

TM Ndoralion t.o pou,,r of tM KaNn nalloR.-Jn the finl and third line 
ofthe followin, couplets, the degraded ata&e of the Karen, is intended 
to be repR!IN!nted, and in the MCOnd and fourth, the ulvation which Goel 
will proeure for them. 

" Tbe worm eata the bl'llllch of the Pyeu tne, 
Tbe great Sun deeeendlur will buy (ua) ; 
The worm 11'1'1!1 on the branch or the Pyeu tree, 
TIie great S1111 dNmndlug will lntnat (ua)." 

"7TII~ and tmllatilm oftA, ..lWitleNr.-It appeare, when the Ka-ren, 
dwelt on the SelT river, they murdered • lltnDpr hy cutting off hie 
heaL Thi& individual th,y have elngularly enough, in a modern .,ng, 
~&eel with their Saviour, who ii to bring them to their promised land; 
if\Jaey be Jewe, thie ii remarkably appliCllble tothem, and our Lord, whom 
Iller c:rucilied. 

" Kay-kay-na wu a penllicutcd n11'erer; 
When the Sderer arrlvn, he will reft&l the laud dty ; 
They penec:uted the 1u11'erer uceedlngly, 
But when the 1u11'erer arrives, the euellent city will be rnealed." 
" The 1utfeTer of ancient time■ wicked men penecuted,-
But now the 111111'erer 11 poueHed of glorioua power ; 
The nt'erer of aaelent tlmee bad men penecuted, 
But now the nt'enr la po9N81N of great power. 
l'enecute DOt a 11111'erer, 
Jl'or the feet of a 111111'erer are near ; 
Call not a 11111'erer by that name, 
For the fed of a ant'erer are near ; 
Wilen the tna11'erer eome1, 
Tlae land will be bappy u the murmur or the breue ; 
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When the aufferer come■, 
All men will be happy ; 
When the 1u6erer come■ with happlnna to the country, 
It will be happlne■■ like that of moaan:ha." 

LFEB. 

T1affl' ,qectatitm qf fuluN in1tructor1.-They have had• lltrong confi­
dence for aglll!t.that teachen would be aent among them to teach the true 
religion, u will appear from the following fragment : 

" The children and grand-ahlldren bad ob1t:lnate Nl'l1 
The parente taught, l,at thBY learned not ; 
The chlldrm and grand-children had crooked ean, 
The parents t11u11'bt, but they attended not : 
When the teacher arri•e■ and t.eachn them, 
If they bellen not, they will be dntroyed; 
Wben the teacher url•• ud tachea JOU, 
If JOU belle'H not, JOU will be v.tterlJ clutro,-4." 

111.-CMiatianitg and the lat, Rebellion at C,ylon. 

In a letter which we lately received from a zee.Jou Friend 
of Education in the Upper Provinces, he intimated, that although 
he highly approved of Missionaries introducing Christianity into 
their schools, he thouiht it, at the same time, both inexpedient 
and dangeroua for pohtice.1 officers like himself to give any direct 
and open countenance to such eff'ort&-the.tiu the first case, sacli 
a line of procedure would nature.Uy be expected Ly the natives ; 
while in the other, it most be considered an infringement of the 
toleration which Government professed, and" would probably lead 
to rebellion, like that which bad arisen in Ceylon,from thecou.n~ 
nance rven to Christianity by the European anthoritiee in that 
island. We were old enough to recollect, that 21 years ago, 
when the rebellion at V ellore had been imputed by some to the 
Mi88ionaries who were then engaged in the field, the charge 
had been most triumphantly refuted by the late Andrew 
Foller and his BMOCiates, when they soccesafully fleaded for the 
insertion of a clause in the Eut India Company s charter then 
under discussion, permitting Christian Missionaries of all deno­
minations to proceed to India. This and similar instaucea, in 
which Christianity had been tried and proven blameless, led ns to 
prnnounce with confidence, that of any band in exciting the late 
rebellion at Kandy, alluded to by onr friend, it would be found 
completely innocent. Still it appeared most desirable to ascer­
tain the troth, and with this view, we determined to extra.et the 
8Ubstance of the charge, and forward it to an intellir;nt friend 
on the spot, to pronounce, with greater knowledge of facts than 
we could expect to have in Calcutta, on its troth, or the contrary. 
We did so, and now furnish our readers with the result, in the 
foJlowing extract from a letter dated Colombo, Nov. 6th, 
1884. 
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" Y OUI' kind lelter of the date of 6th October came u.fely to hRDd a few 
dayw ago, and I would have repUed to it before, If a friend, whom I oomult­
ed on the caul8 of the Kandy rebellion, had not adviaed me to delay a few 
u,-., u the trial of these penom wu expected eoon to take place, whea 
the evidence which would be adduced will explain its Clluae. But 1111 it will 
probably dill be BOme week■ before we can get any information on thia 
topic, I mean from this ~rce ; ( for I undel'lltand the prisonera will be 
re-conducted to Kandy, and tried there;) and u &Orne part of your letter 
requin!a an immeclia&e reply, I think best to write immediRtely; md if 
I cu I will end you the papen in which the triallll will be detailed, whea 
rou am judge for younelf. 

Your friend is entirely mistaken in BUpposing that what has occurred 
II d all connected with the zeal of the authoriti8'J in this island for the 
maffnion of the nativ& Of all the ■ins the Government h• ever oom­
mitted, thla will .never be placed to their charge in the day of final accounL 
Whai ii &o be deplored is the apathy manifested by the authoritiea and by 
Euroi,eam generally around us to the conversion of the nativea. 

" trom a friend with whom I was lately conver■ing on the 111bject, I learn 
that the real came of the rebellion haa been the improvement which the 
New Charter hall imroduoed IIIIIOllfl' the commonality of the nativ& How it 
ha operated it would require almon a pamphlet fully to uplain. Before 
the New Charter, which baa la'8ly been introduced at this ialand, the 
Adipn and M odeliBl"I had an RIDIDllt unlimited power over the poor Sin­
Kaleae. They could use their 1ervicee for an indefinite period without the 
1-t remuneration, and they no more dared to disobey the comm1111d or 
their headman, thRn a slave in the W .t lndiea would dare to disobey hia 
tak..mu&er. If vengeance u cruel u the WMt India driven wu not 
i.nlicted-venge&DCe u certain and rui.noua to the poor man'■ worldly weL 
fare 1rould eventually follow. I have not time to ■pecify p11rticular in­
ltances. Well, two or three yeara ago came out the New Charter, abolishing 
all forced labour, and putting the poor 1Rbouring native on the footing of 
• Bmwa ■ubject. The native headmen did not like this ; it curbed \heir 
power, it limited their exactiona and profits. One of them told me, thal. 
before the New Charter he had 800 servant■ or alave■,-these he could com­
mand t.o cut timber, build him holll88, repRir his roads, ■end him the best 
prodoctiorui Qftheir garden■and fields, and all must be done, RDd if the head­
man cho■e--without the leut remuneration. Now it may well be suppoeecl 
Mieh • diminution ofinlluence and wealth wowd create diaal'ealion in mRny 
ef their minds. The prieata did not like it, and why? Formerly, if they 
•ilhed any religioua proce111ion, any splendid Bana Madua, (a place to 
read their holy book■ to the people,) they would go to the Adigan, and 
tpecify it, and a commRnd wu given t.o the people to erect it, Rnd the man­
date they were compelled to obey. Now if the Adipn requJnd the people 
to dot.be ame thing-, they would aay, " Pay 118 for our work, and we will 
do it;" but not one would work without hi■ hire. In consequence of this, 
the Buddhi■t hierarchy became discontented-and they, with the headmen 
in the Kandy provincea, tried to excite dilBfFection in the minda of the 
commonality, by representing that the de■ign of the Govemment in abo­
liahing the 1y■tem of forced labour wu only to get it out of the hands of 
their own headmen, and take it in a little time into their oWD. Now u the 
lllind of man is alwaya prone to be diBCOnt.!nted with pre1ent things, 11Dd to 
be aeeking after change, Rnd as people are alw"ya willing to regain their 
deliverance from foreign conqueror■, it is not to be wondered at, that the 
commonality, influenced by the prie■thood and their own chiefa, ahould 
join them in a plan to e11tabli1h their sway over the interior of the country, 
whicla bad only for a few yean been wrnted from them. 
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"Such, u far u I C11D leam, 11 the true origin of the oon1plncy. Jn It 
any thillf oonnected with Christianity had no more place than the blowtng 
of the w1nd1, or the motion of the tideL I mleed, there i1 only one Mllllion., 
ary anywhere near the 1At of the rebellion, Mr. Brownrigg, of the 
Church MillBionary Society, • man of the mildeat m11nnen, and the mod 
prudent plan■, who would be no more likely to do any tbiugthat could aid 
1uoh an 1D1Urrection, than I lhould be to 811:cite • rebellion a,r■lnd the 
Govemment of the Eaat lndieL Diadected u many of the EW'ope■a 
inhAbitants of thia country are to Miauonary ~ration■, I have never heard 
of any one attributing in any way this rebellion to any eJForts connected 
with the propagation of Chriatianity." 

We have inserted the above under the impression, that pos­
sibly some of the officers of Government who honor our pag_ea 
with a perueal, may entertain a similar apprehension with the 
excellent friend to whom. we have alluded, and thus be prevented 
from· engaging as individuals in efforts to promote Christian 
Education-the only education they may feel 1t worth their while 
to support. We trust that in this case, the testimony here ad­
dnced may tend to undeceive them. Were Government to 
patronize only education when conducted by Missionaries ; and 
to open the door of office exclusively to Christians, or confer 
situations exclusively on tl1em : were the professor of the Hindu 
or Muhammadan faith to receive no patronage, in his attempts 
to edncate his countrymen ; and to be rendered ineligible to 
public employment, or civil rank,-then indeed would there be 
ground for al!prehension in the native mind. But this no real 
friend of Christianity wishes, and every one shonld deprecate it 
m011t sincerely. It would inundate the Christian Church with 
false professors, and render it a mere refuge for the wordling 
and the hypocrite. But while the Governti1ent offers employ­
ment to the individual, best qualified by intellectual endowments 
and moral character to fill it, be he of what religion he may ; 
while it givee aid to every attempt to instruct the people, be it 
conducted by Christians, Hindus or Muhammadans; and pro­
portionR that aid to the efficiency of the system, as proved by 
the result in securing the intellectual and moral improvement 
of the people, individual officers may safel,r support such edu­
cation as their consciences approve-no native of common infor­
mation will from this conduct ever imagine the Government is 
violating the toleration it professes, and which for the sake of 
the progreSB of real Christianity, as well as for the sake of good 
government, we trust it will moat inviolably maintain. 

BETA. 
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IV.-Thology and Natural Science, or a Rtmiew of Bretsch­
neide?''s " Letter to a Statuman."' 

[Continued from p. 12.] 

11.-Anamm■Y AND TBa Bna.L 

The NCODd alledged opponent or the Bible, according to BretlChoeider, 
is ~. He aaya, (p. 10,) " It was this e.ulted llcience which fira 
made a fua1 -ult upon the notion, or antiquity reapecting he11ven, earth, 
hell, l'Nlln1!Clion, judgment, 1111d the end or the world, which Btill re. 
maiDed 1lllllltered at the time or the Reformation." He then putll down 
Melandhon • a man very limited in his astronomical view,, beeaUl8 he 
called the Copernican doctrine of the motion of the earth round the Sun 
looliu and vilionary, "being led to this probably," as Bretachneider goea 
on to •J• " by recollecting the words of JO&hua, • 6"""' mu, O Sun, upon 
Gilma. 

Oae ft'IIW'k here. Every country IChoolmaster now teachea by hear. 
DJ, that the earth movea round the eun, without once thinking or giving 
Jilimelf' or bia IICholan, the trouble of comprehending the planetary mo. 
tiua But Tycho Brabe, Riccioli, Bacon, and the other l{Teat ■pirita of 
1111ti411Dty, did not allow tbemeelvea to di■poee of tbi■ 1ubjeet ■o easily. 
Bnuclmeicler aeema to mppo■e, that Melllllcthon could have been led to 
bia tlec::iaion, cmly by a blind adherence to the Bible. B11t if a man of 
• much pniU8 as Melanethon pollHlllled, pve bimeelr to the diligent 
l&ody of the heavenly bodie■, it is not to be wondered at, if in hi1 beKt 
endeavoun to under■tand the Copernican ll)'Btem, many thing& in it ■howd 
have aemed to him, if not agafflll. reason, yet above it•. 

Bappeee that on the 211t of Jone he bad beheld from hi■ window in 
W"attenberg, the Polar ■tar uactly over the point of a neighbouring ■pire, 
ad that, on bia Neing apin, oa the night of the 2llt Dec:ember, the 
■ame atar, from the eame window, and euctly over the aame ■pire, hi1 
CopemiCllll colleague .Rltaticu.r had told him that he wu now more than 
forty million■ of mile■ distant from the place in which he wu on the 
9111 of Jnne, i. e. that since that time the earth bad moved on ao far :-1 
put it now to Dr. Bretsehneider'■ conscience, what wonld the rationalid 
theologianl have decided re■pecting thi■ fact of the Coperniean Altro. 
IIOIDJ, it it had been mentioned, not in an utronomical book, but in the 
Bible? Would they not have declared it mathematically impossible? But 
trul_y thea, theologiam believe aeienee in enry thing upon its mere word ; 
while in nothing do.!:{ repose tru■t in their rightful Lord and Muter+. 
It i■ a remark of P , " that we muat doubt in the right place, be de­
cided in the right place, and 111bmit 011.rselves in the right place. One 
who does not thi■, undentanda not in what the ■treogtb of reuon con-

• A dbtillction wJalch Brebclmelder putlcalulr lnallta apon In hi■ work ■pln■t 
8-. It woald be well for him to Bllllell the more accuate dl1tlnetlon of Qalu­
tedL I ... Al'tiCllll ldel DOD la H lllllt cntro ratloum. 2. Quado ratio Jadld­
•bl de lllls nmit u nla prbu:lpU1, nee aequltur laeem nrbl, led eoaclem n~ et Im-

, artienli lidd aunt non aolam •pro, led et to11lro ratlonem corruptam et 
fttam, cpe lllot nnltltlam uee Judlcat." I. Arlklu of /oil/I are reol iA I"-• 
roalrar, lo ,_, hi •Y oboN U. 2. Wlln ~ ,...,,.a Jtulgm~t OM" 

a,. • U. - priaeiplo, a4 tloa !IOI /oU- Ilk liglll qf Ille IOOrd, hi dntia ad 
aaail■ tinl, ArlKla of /oitl ore ul 11119 allow, hi cortlrtvy lo dqrONd oa4 corn.pt 
-. allidljwlga ,,._ ,. •foolubaa. 

t It will be olmou, that 'bf then remarb, I oalr de■lgn to ■bow, bow mucll 
--■r It I■ to recehe tbe Copernk:an 1-,.tem on faltb, than to udentand It thorough. 
ly enoap, DO\ to be perplaed bJ fact■ repnllns It, wlalcb appear to u to be tralr 
alnnlou. 

L 
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mta." But thew theologians doubt in just the wrong 'l))ace and in the­
wrong place aubmit their reuon, and therefore know hot little of the 
etrength of reuon, and ao am be called Rlltiona/uu, only by the 1&D1e 
privative etymol08)', by which lveu, is derived a non luoedo. 

I come now to fhoee acriptural doctrinee which are aaid to be endRn-
1ered by the Copernicaa Aetrooomy. How the pa,aiage in J09hua, which 
hu already been cited, might, on a BUperficial view, appear to be irrecon­
oilable with the hypothesia of Copemicua, ia very obvious: but bow many 
of the thinga mentioned by Bretachneider are ao, it i11 imJIOl!lible for me,. 
after my beat endeavo11l"8, to underatand. To cite only a Bingle example : 
"Whereu," be aays, (p. TS,)" the ancients felt a necea.~ity of having an 
under fl1flrl1Jfor the aouli of the deceued, becauae thPy could neither have 
them upon the BUrface of the earth, nor transport them to heaven; thia 
neceaity eeued now to be felt any longer. Indeed the whole notion of 
an u,ider fllOf'ld and a Adi, wu destroyed by Astronomy and Geology, and 
with it all the traditionary notioDB about the punishments of the damned., 
With the IOBI of the old belief about heaven and hell, the Devil alao, with 
the evil epirits, loat hie flace BI a fallen angel, banished from heaven. 
The idea, too, of Christ s descent to hell became very troublesome to theo­
logians, after the under world had been taken from them. It now became 
a question with our theologians, where the eoul of Christ was, while hia_ 
llody lay in the grave." Tbia Nems then to imply the thought, that Chriat 
wu only apparmtly dead. 

But how comet it to pasa, every intelligent reader will be ready to in. 
quire, that theae inconaistencies between the Copernican system and the 
Bible, iftbey really exist, have been unobserved during nearly three centu­
riee? The three great heroee of Astronomy, Copernicus, Keppler, and New­
ton, were certai.ri.Jy Christian believers, and any thing but iudiff'erent to euch 
contradictionL Newton's firm and pioua adherence to the Bible is too 
well known, to make it necessary fo'r me to dwell upon it here. Hu work 
on Clwonology i■ ba■ed upon the Bible. Thie man, whom hi11 lljE'I! admired 
u its greatest genius, wrote a commentary on the Prophet Daniel and the 
Apocalypee. Hence we may infer (a majori ad minru}, what was the 
dewee of hia orthodOlCf. What Keppler thought of the appareni. 
cootradiction between the Bible and the syetem of Copernicl18, appe81'11 
from the following p&Bllage. " Astronomr ," he 1Rys•, " unfolds the caUlell of 
natural things; it profe&Bedly ( U-profu«> J investigates optical illwiioDL. 
The Bible, which teaches higher things (mblimiora tradetu), makee Ull8 
of the common modes of speech, in order to be understood,-speaks only 
in pa&11ing of natural things, according to their appearance, since it i■ upon. 
their appearance, that human language is built. And the Bible would 
IIJleak in the B8Dle way, even if all men had ineight into these optical illu.. 
■ionL For even we astronomers do not puraue this Bcience with the de. 
lip of altering common language; but WI!' wish to open the gate■ oftruth, 
without at all aff'ecting the vulgar modes of speech. We •y, with the 
commoo people, the plarieta atand still, or go down,-tbe 1111D riaes and aeta, 
it comee forth from one end of heaven, like a bridegroom from hiii cham­
ber, and bidee it■elf at the other end ;-it mounts ioto the mid■t of the 
heaven■,-the■e forms of speech we use with the common people ; mean. 
ing only, that ao the thing appe81'11 to us, although it ie not truly eo, aa all 
utronomera are agreed. How much lea llhould we require that the Scrip. 
turee of diTine iDBpiration, setting a■ide common modea of epeech, ahould 
llh■pe their worda ■eoording to the model of natural ■ciencea, Bild hy em­
ploying a dark and inappropriate phraeeology about things which aurpaa 
the ClOmprehell.llion of those whom it desigwi to instruct, perplu Ula llim-

• Epitome Altro11omle Copcnalc:ue, p. 1:58. . 
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pie people orGod, 1111d thua obltroct ita own way towards the attainmeu 
or &he far more euhed end at which it aim,•". 

Thu, plainly and ezcellently doea thia great utronomer anawer the 
objectiona which were made at bis time, from the apparent incomiatenci• 
between the Copernican ayatem and the Bible. Still more readily doee 
Copernil'.'IIS himaelf dispose of thOBe who attempted to prove 111ch incon­
lineucie11. He had ao good a theological conacience in the conatroction 
of hie syatem that he dedicated hi1 celebrated work, u tfllOlutlonillu.s 
or6iUlfl oehfnim, to Pope Paul Ill. Jn this dedication he aaya, a Should 
there, perchance, be any foolish pmen (,_.~) who, while they 
kno.- nothing of mathematical matten, yet ■-wne to pronounce jndg­
ment conceming them, 1111d on aecount of some teda of Scripture. 
which they wickedly pervert to their own purpoaea, venture to blame and 
•enoance my work ;-for 111ch penona I conc:em myNlf not at all. an4 
despille thftr opinion, aa atupidly impndentt." 

Coperniou, like Keppler, and afterwuda Newton, wu therefore 
lnnly ,.rauaded, that the new ■ynem of the world wu not oppo■ed to the 
Bible. But the monka who condemned Galileo thought difFerently, 1111d 
agned with Dr. Bretacbneider. He and the monk, place the matter in thi1 
po,iition, either the doctrines of the Bible, or the doctrines of Copernicus 
are true,-ooe or the other mullt give plaee. The monks 1111d with thera 
the Pope, deeided for the Bible ; Bretacbneider for Copemicu. and .,,._,,, 
the Bible; " ■ince it is obvious," u he aay1," tW the aciencea, whicla 
rst upon e•,.rience, cannot be refuted." " And even the Pope," be uy&, 
(p. f7,) "•• bimeelf compelled, after a number of yean, to allow the 
eondemned Copernican 9Ylltem in Rome." Doe■ Breuchneider then real­
ly think, that in allowing the Copernican 9Y■tem, the Pope 1t the IMII 
time pronounced, u carel-1y u be himaelf does, m11ny of the doctrines or 
the Bible erroneoua, and that he asailed the book of Joahua? On the con­
truy, acience rather appeals'' de papa male informato ad papam meli111 in. 
formandom" -from the Pope ill informed to the Pope to be better informed ; 
and the Pope ia now convinced that thoae who find 1110h contradiction■ 
between the Bible 1111d CoperniC111, are fooli&b pmen (,--...JAo7ot ), and 
i, ii on thill IICCOUDt that be now follow1 the Copernican 1y1tem. 

rro Ila cmdudal ID am mzt.] 

• A eertala author h1 a poetic adclreu to the IDDl'lllag attmapted, la oppodtlon t.o 
lhele 'ricw• of Kcpplcr, to aclapt la1a aa,ugo to the Copenalcu -,•te-Tbe lnt 
- .. u follaw•: 

W1leD the majatlc King of claJ 
A1Cend1 the 11amlng eutera ■Idea, 
Rnohlng earth retl.eeta the r&J, 
ADd rJltterlag throagll ltl orbit tlel. 

no at'bor'■ -n meant IClnWlc zeal, bu DCCUlooetl eome confulon hOl'I : lllace 
le not DlllJ make, the earth rnolYe, bu the 1111.11 IIIClllll the 1k7, utl thu pub thcm 
both la motion. 

t Tlae pueage la thua bi the original : " SI fortu11e ffllllt ,wr1&&1buryo,, qulcum 
-nhua matllmuitmn lpul dat, tamen de llll■ jndldum 1ibl 1111D11nt, et propteT 
allqMm loeam ecrlptare male ad 111.11m propolltum detonum, anal fuerlnt hoe meum 
lutitataaa reprehenden ac l.ueetarl, Wo■ nlllil -ror, ldeo 1lt. ltlam eorum judiai­
- taaquam tcmaruilllll matcmaam." 

L i 
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V.-Curimu •pecimen of Hindu aupe,-,tition. 
To the Editor of the Calcutta ChrillU&D Obtiener. 

81&, 
The following Sanscrit lines exhibit a curious instance or that 

subtle policy with which the 811perstitious Hindus, whose every 
daily act is regulated by some religious prescription, have been 
trammelled and enthralled by the crafty devisers of their theolo­
gy. They detail the several names by which the various goos 
are to be invoked on the most important occasions of human life. 

I offer them to you under the impression they may be 
interesting to many of your readers; such, I mean, as are de­
sirous of acquainting themselves particularly with the habits and 
modes ofthinkin~, and superstition.s of the Hindus, among whom 
they dwell, and m whom they are, from various causes, more or 
less interested. To the Christian, and Christian Missionary in 
particular, they will, I think, be acceptable, as leading to some 
useful and aff'eeting reftexions on the subtlety, power and in­
fluence of the Hindu system which all desire, and many labour so 
generously, and assiduously, and pityinQ'iy, to expose and over­
turn, in order to make room for the blessed operation 0£ the 
benignant, pure, and elevating power of Christianity. 

• ~ ~~-~~~iliii(wil 

ffl ~ fiml,a 1Pll1lfii II 
~~~JMm~irl 
ill<"4CQ• W~cf41fi ~ fst'4q~ II 

~-G4i1(¥ilfq.(~· • 
~ ~q ~ <~11<.,(11 

~ ◄(11• ffl 114111Nai I 

lf1Pl ◄lit~◄- .atr~ itTtiM U 

\t11fwtiji:WliflitlN iili1\c'llf4'4;Q11. I 

4-lqiq1( ~ WQJft 4iil"lffll II -- ,._ 
Whichliterally rendered,aretoo bald to be oCany interest, being 

a string of mere precepts to invoke such and snch names on such 
and such occasion.s : the f'eaaon& being not stated, but implied in 
the etymological meaning of the several epithets. I have ventured 
to imitate them in English verse, in which nothing is at­
tempted beyond a simple exhibition of the bonct Jule meanin1 
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or the original precepts ; and con&ning myaelf thereto, all or­
nament is of colll'l!e excluded, as well aa all pretellllion to poe­
tical merit. The title may run thus :-

.A a-.•• ~ to Mr pupw for 1M q«:lal apptllatiou lo le .,,,.,., 
ia &le imlDmtion of tM gotb, approprialtly to IAtJ •U1Ulrr aeu lo 6e ,-Ji,. wd. 

l. Obedience due thy ready choice, 
List, acbolar, Jin thy teacher'• voic., 
Whilst I reheane th«- aamea divine, 
Whicli in each NrillWI act of thine, 
Thw mll8t with faith devout invoke-­
And thm the reverend Guru BpOke. 

SL Whene'er the bealiD« cin&apt yoa drink, 
On Y-urAnu" •• name cTevoutfy think ; 
Prwrw, of 1M IIIOJ'ltl lo I He-
The mild, bleat Saviour-Deity I 
H, lhall the healthful medicine blea, 
And cbue away thy eieks?Eea. 

S. So e'er the atreugthening meal you ea&, 
Invite Jandrddan-t to the treat. 
0 ! all-4tlm'd, by thee we live! 
Thou _,..,,_, to all doat give. 
Dat,,oyer-o.f-iJJ, 'tia thine &oo, thine 
To abield from harm by power divine ; 
To bid each enviou1 dnion ffee, 
And guard the food'• juat parity; 
Honpr'1 fierce cravinp to allay, 
And give the atomacb orpna play. 

'- Ere on the conch of aoft repou, 
Your weary eyea in aleep you cloae, 
Let PadmanaM:t your thought■ obtain, 
The IAlu-nawll'tl, em the main 
Who swam aecare in ■leep frofoand, 
Ere yet appear'd thia earth• fair roUDd ;­
He ahall t&e genial in8uence lhed, 
And be the guardian of thy bed. 

4. In tie■ of love and marriage bond, 
When you lhall clup 0118 fair and fond, 

• Vialul• or the p-- (of the 1111lnne), the ~ ... n■tatmw deltr 
11J wham cratlou nbalata. 

't Aa epitllct of Vlalm-, or tbe fWllll'W!r ud ,ultdlMr, from Ja-, mutl■d, or the 
ntnne, 811d anlaa wonhlp, I. e. the object of dlvbie wonhlp tbrovgboat the 
wnld; or from J-, a low or Tile wretch, a■d .-dna, to alaJ', q. d. the alarer of tlae 
....0, or of th- dcmou partlealarlr who lllfeat food; IO the Idea _,. be either tha& 
ol ffdndtdiora olllr, or ol delhen.nce ud praenatio■. from the B-,,lo, who woald 
ulle .. dnoar the wonhlpper'■ food. 

l Al.lo u epithet of Vl■baa, from ,-f11t11, a lotu, aud ubAII, the D.Pel, q. d. ftom 
..too. uwel, u be tloaud o■ tha abr11, ■apported apo■. the folda of tha might, ■erpeat 
8baba, ■pr.■.• the Iota■, o■. which Brahm,, the er-ratw, appeared. 

011 tbl■ hmlcatio■. apoa gol■.g to re■t, l■ foanded the proverb 8?5"" ~ ~. 
" He stambles and fall■, thea Padm.■.£bha I" ued wbe■. • peno■. makee • Tlrtae of 
-■it,.; u If o■. falJIDg bJ aoalde■.t, 0111 allo1lld m,oke Ille Deltr, faceUaulJ 
decdllgulatadoato ■leql. 
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Then kymne to Prajdpali* raiae, 
Him uniflef'11al Ful!tt:,, praiae. 
8o may his pregnant bleuing &bower 
I te richness on the wedding hour ! 

e. If forth in martial guiH you move, 
In war'■ red field your might to prove, 
1'o nerve your arm and fire your breut, 
Diviner aid when you re1ue1t, 
Be CJiakratll,ar+ the god mvok'd, 
The tlilcu1-at'm'd, whose wrath provok'd, 
Confusion to the foe &hall ■end, 
While triumphs in your train attend. 

7. Or if your alow unwilling way 
You take in foreign landa to at11y, 
Trioikrruni on your tongue reso11nd, 
The tA,w fl!M"ldt at II tri!M &oun4, 
Who crO!l.'l'd iu that false dwarf, disguiu, 
Before the BStonlah'd Daitya'1 eye■ ;-
So may your easy journeys ■peed, 
And safe return too be decreed. 

8. And when relentlfll!I fate eom111anda 
c-tion of life'■ rapid aand■, 
Ami thou on Gtmgd',r§ banks ehalt lie, 
Trembli.ag to quit thy frame and die;-

[Fa•. 

·• PraJ(plltl, rro,n praj6., progeny or 111.bjeeta, 11Dd ,-Ii lord, muter, nollri■her, 11.11 
rpltbet of Brahm! the creator, u the unlnraal pltuaaha, or m, hence termed the 
,rud-/allwr or gocla 11Dd men. 1be term la ■J■o commoa te the dl1ine per■ou,r■ 
nrylnJI', aa,ordlog to the m7tholon, from 10 to 7 or 3, &r■t created by Brahm!, 1111d 
thence llllewlae termed Braludclillu. 

t An epithet of Krlllbna, a well known form of Vlebnu, (from rAalrai, a dl■ea■ or 
cpnlt, and IIA•• holding,) wboae Image■ are represented with four arm■, one of which 
hold■ a dl1CD1, one of the weapoa■ with which be fought Kanpa IIDd many other 
enemlH. 

% From In thne, and •- a atep ; UICI an epithet of Vl1bnu, u auumlng th9 
form of a dwarf, (the d.mllll a•11tu) for the diROm&ture of Vall, a DaitJ■ or de­
mon ■o•erelgn, wbo .OD aa,oant of hi• religiou merit bad beeD endowed with Immor­
tality by Brahm,. lndra, ■oTerelgn of heuen, being at war With Vall aDd wor■ted, 
■ought help of Vlshnn; who on occulon of a festlnl, ,rhea V■ll wu giving preaeDta to 
the Brah.man■, appearing In the dimlllutlT8 form in queeUon, eraTed u mncb lan4 
u he might eompu■ In three ■tepe : which request belDg grantod, the wily dwarf 
1uddenly grew to a ■tupendou llbe, and plaalng hi■ foot ■-l•ely on two or tho 
three world■, yet atill e;ipandlq, ln■lly demanded where b.e wu to pi- It ne1:t. 
The deceived, yet ploua demon king replied, upon my bead: when the deitlee lllter­
fere<t and re■cued him from the crafty Vishnu, who then made him ■overeign of tho 
Wrd world, I. e. P,1'la, or the Infernal regioDe, 

t The Gangn or holy ri•er, to die In wboee water■ the 1111peatltlo111 Hindu■ be­
line a pu■port to heaven. Bence per■oa■ ■uppo■ed to be about to depart, ■re car­
ried on blor■ to expire on the margin of the ucred ■tnam. Such are called lllllljall, 
L e. eatfftllf llu _,,,,., 

" The nlatlons or the dJlng man llpl'ead the ■edlmeDt of the rift!' on hie forehead or 
breut ; with the pains of death upon him, be I■ placed up to the middle In the water 
and drenchecl with it." Ward on the Hindua, who add■, " 1be Hindua are e:atreme­
lJ an:alou1 to die in eight of tbe G1111ge1, that their ■Ina may be wubed away ID their 
Jut -muta, If a peno11 ■hould die In his honee, ■ad not by the river elde, it b 
eon■ldered a great mlafortune, u he thereby Josea the help of the goddea■ iD hi■ dy. 
1-, momenu-lf a per■on elnue to die at home, hla memory Is lnfamou." 

" Many per■on■, whoae relation■ die at a distance from the Gange■, at the time of 
'lnifaiD1 the body preeerve a bone, and at some fllture time bring thi■ bone and co-it 
it to the Gu,gea, 1uppo1ill1 thia will eecan the •hadon of the dCGO&UCI." Be thea. 
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Then ere the final laoncb be made, 
Invoke N,i.rdylm• to thine aid : 
Thejloating Deit11 shall uve 
Thy shivering ghost amid the _.,. 
Of hellt, and to some rest convey, 
In regiona of celestial day. 

11. Wbene'er in sweet and warm carea, 
Your wife in your fond arms you preu, 
Then bring before your yielding mind, 
SArldlia,1 to his own Lakahmt kind, 
With transport.& those bright char1D1 beholding, 
And to hia heart the fair enfolding. . 
So mutual love shall bi- the bed, 
And heaven ita fruitfw inftiaence lhe4. 

10. In the dark boon of Bilent nigh&, 
Thy eleep ahowd troabloua dreama afright, 
Think of Govinda§ ; 'twill allay, 
The wildneu of thy heart', diemay. 
COflllwrd divin-he faithful aouls 
Protects from ills, their fean oontrola ; 
By day RDd night his pawer employs, 
To eooth their pain.I, 1ncreue their joya. 

11. When threatening danger ecowla RrOund, 
Thou MadAandan'•II praiae resound; 
That name divine shall nerve thy soul, 
Each fear repl'NI, each foe contraL 
The ~11er atill i8 he, 
The ever-helpfw Deity. 

IS. If in the wildemese you ,tray, 
For Naranngl,a' •tf pNleDCI pray ; 

79 

q1IOla • earlou 1tory to the point. " A Brahman, who bad been pllty of the greateat 
crimee, ..,.. de•oared bf wild beasts ; bis boaea oalJ remlllned. A crow took up one 
Clflhne, ud wu carrying it over Ganp, wbea uotberblrd n11blng apoa It, the crow 
let the boa.e fall. AJI -a u the bone touched Gang,, the Brahman •praag to Bfe, 
and wu a1eeadlagto hea't'Ca, when the messenger of Yama, (the Indian Plato or Ra-
4unaatln111,} the judge or the dead, aebed him as a great alaaer. At thle tlm• 
NinJaD•'• meueagen Interfered, and pleaded that the elaa of the man, elaee one 
of b1a bolles ha.d touched Ganp, were all done awaJ. The appeal waa made to Vleb­
aa, who decided la the Brahman'• fa•or. The Brahman lmmeitlate!J went to heaTen."· 

• Nui7ua, lrom iwni, the prlme't'lll waten, ud ayallO, mo't'lng; aa epithet ofVlsh­
n, who, daring the periods or temporary aanihilatloa, le repreeented u eleeplng oa 
tlae watcn, 11oatiag on the 1000-beeilcd eerpent She1ha or Aaanta, at oaee the couch 
ud c:aaopy of the god. The allu1lon Is to the practice of carrying the dJlag Hindu 
to the buka or the aacred Gaagee, Into wblcb also after death bb ubee are thl'01t'n, 
Uld often, the 11DCOa1umed eorpee, merelf parched or elaged with the 11ame or the f1a­
acnl fire, wbea from poverty It Is lnanftlclent lor the purf.°■e of eombutloa. 

t- The Vaitaraai Is the inlcraal rlnr, which the 1oul 1ald to erou, oa lea't'lq 
tu body. 

% Another name of Vlllbnu u buband of La.k1bml or fortune, from •ltrl that god­
un, ud tllt•a holding, ba't'IDg. 

i Krbb.aa or Vishnu la that form, who ltpt tlle - of Nanda bis ro.terrath•t 
tn,m fO a cow, IUld nd to know, get, acquire, guard. 

U i"lvm .ad.In, the name or a Daltya or demon, and nd1111a killing, u epithet of 
Vi1hau, u Kri1bna, bJ whom be wu llala. 

1 From ■aro II DU111, ud ringllo, a Hou ; the man-Hoa, u a•at6r or lncamatloa 
ef Viahau,with the bead ud claw, of a lion on tbe body of a man, who 1pnmg from 
tlle cnln of a marble pWar to detitroJ lilt demon Hlru7akuhipu, and NMat bit 



80 

IS. 

H, 

u. 

Curiotu ,pecimen of Hindu nspn•tffion. 

That great ~ aver true, 
The faith!- Daitya ent who llew; 
To 1111ch aa in hi■ arm confide, 
In deeert lone, or city wide, 
.Alike throulfb all the world around,­
The aviour of hi.a faithful found. 

To mountain heights ahould vou uoend, 
Make RagAunandlJna• your friend, 
Duharath'1 11)D, brave Rama, who 
O'er mountain.bridge to LanU flew. 
Pile upon pile, the monkey bolt 
The eaUl8way rear'd from cout to oout; 
8o thall the power of &ma'• name, 
Inspire your courage, ne"e your frame, 
Make mountaim pi.Rio befure -,our eyet, 
Or give your upward feet to rue, 
Unweariad, unfatiguad, till when 
You vilit ufe the plain again. 

If called to paa the watery deep, 
Your thoulfbta upon rarclAat keep, 
The Iloar..gotl ever prompt to ave, 
From yawning gulf and towering wan ; 
From ooean'• c:avet in day■ of yore 
Thou mighty tuak1 the earth that bore, 
From each tea-molllter thall defend, 
UnUl thy proaperou1 voyage end. 

Should Fate ere UJ'8'8 through fiery flame, 
Then call on JallU/uJyi'd name; 
Y'idnu, f'Nllff'Nr, be addre■t, 
Calmly who..,,, on oc«m'• breut. 
He ■ball the elemental rage 
Eninguilb, and thy fean IIIIUBp; 
Bear thee unhum'd amid.at the fire, 
Yet purify each high de■ire. 

(Fn. 

p1ou - PnhUd, whom he II01llht lo nel'J -, but lodeetu■llJ to de■troJ. 'nl11 f'A­
ble IBJ■, that furlou, at hluon'• frequent -pea, ud the faWitJof■ll hll ownetrorta 
to make away with him, ud moctlngthe dnoted JODth' ■ contldeoce In tbe ommpn-
111nce ud omnipotence of Vishnu, the man-lion deity lnatutlJ appeared bunting fl'OIII 
a ■tone column, and l■Jlng the bla■phemer on hll kn-■, tore open hi■ bowel■ wltla 
hi■ terrltlc claw■. 

• AA ■ppellatlon of !Um, the ■nenth lDcarutlnn ofVl■luau: from nigh the rr-t­
p■11clfatber of &m, aonrelp of Oude, and IMIM4ll4 ■on or deaeendaot. Mm wu Uae 
hero of the Mm!JBDB of K'1ldu, the great epic poem of the Hindu, the ■ubject of 
which l■ the wan oftbat lnrarnate deltJ agaiut Muna, the demon ■overeip of Lank' 
or Ceylon, for whoae de■tructlon, u well u that of tbe other demon, who lnfe■ted the 
earth, thl■ av■ t.f.r appeared. &m la fabled to ban been alded lo hi■ lnvulon of Cey­
lon bJ an UIIIJ of monkey■ under their cblef Haoll.lllU, who carrJlng huge roct,, 
moutalDa, &c. tilled up the ch■ uel between the lal■Dd and the contlneot of ln:lia, 
ud ■o formed a cauaew■J; the remalu ofwblch, It l■ ■■ld, are thOBe rocks that strew 
the narrow pauage lo Palk'■ ■trait■, •till called Ram'■ brid,re. Ooe of them la au­
cred lalet, umed JUmiueaim, OD which la B celebrated tempfe to the hoDOIU' of IUID, 
to which pllgrtma tloct from all part■ of India. 

t YaniAa, (a boar,) the third loc■nl■ tlon of Vl■luau lo that form, whlcb he u­
nmed at the tlme of ooe of the periodical de■tructlon■ or prwlayu of the world, wbea 
the earth nnk lo the water■. Vl■hnn the preae"er taklDg the ■hape of a boar de­
aceuded loto the -■ten, ud drew up the earth with hl■ ta.■k■ I 

l FromJalo water, ud •lulJ' repo111Dg, an eplthe\ of Vl■luau IA,,,..,,_., u 
.-Leep 011 the water■ of the abJU belore nferred &o, 
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18. Whene'er a joamey you attempt, 
That ffOIII all ill it be u:empi, 
Let Y~mam:,,'• receive your pnuee, 
Above man'■ thou,tht who apomw plays; 
The F"'1'fflltU god-■o haply he 
Shall yield dee too ,_.,.,;ty ! 
Prat:rrJe thy life, bid JoJ ariae, 
And glad with home thy longin,r eya 

17. And lllllt-in all you undertake, 
Mlidlaaf't your meditation make, 
The H9MJJ-God, whom 1weet to know, 
Wba~•er you do, where'er you go, 
Mildly propitiou11 to your prayer, 
And aidin,f to eRCh toilaome care. 
For at.ill proqeri.t,11 attend■, 
Whose hope to LaklAmf• Lord ucend■• 

18. Such and so full the name!! divine, 
Lo ! ■i:deen aeverRI gem11 they 11hine­
Soon aa Rt 8B1'ly dawn each morn, 
Frum balmy ■leap men w■ke new-born, 
He that with faith and reverence meet, 
These sacred titles shRll repeat, 
Mementos of his hourly care, 
To frame each due suCC8118i1"e prayer, 
And on his rising thoughts impresaiug 
The virtue of each several blessing­
Him shall no guilty fean confound, 
Bnt peace within hi■ soul abound, 
Till rich in lin-destroyiag merit, 
He Y'innu'•t Parrulin inherit. 

81 

On the above I would just remark in conclllllion, that these 
precepts snggeat especially three important consideration&. 

ht. That religion ie one of the metinctive effort& and natu­
ral wants of man, who bas ever eought, in some form or other, 
t? give exercise to hie religious impulsee, and eatisfy the nece&­
mty of divine communication&. In no part of the earth, nor 
under any variety of condition, nor in any etage of civilization, 
has man been without a religion, true or false, or could he be 
satisfied without some assurance of divine favour. 

2nd. That a Divine Providence has been equally the belief of 
all the nations of mankind, and the desire to engage ite regard and 
protection, the incessant mover of thoee multifarious devicee, 
which have characterized the different forms of worship that 
have prevailed. Nay, that Providence bas also ever been appre-

• F,-Ddaaeontrary (to 'h11man ia1tltatlona), and,U., to play or 1p11rt ; u epithet of 
Blrift; wblch term muas proll}ICrou, happy; both Importing ■-perh11111&n, eeleatlal, 
beatitude ud eajoJment ln hla pec:uliar puwllae, JCflilfba, I. e. Ille abock of pkann. 

t Midban, from iudl■ laoncy, q. d. the-« au;oreleefrom 111Gmotber, u •P· 
pdl1the of I..udai or Sl&ri, the goddea■ of/elwy or pra,perily, wlto of Villlma. tho 
preSttYer, and crAaN a husband. 

1 f'aihula, aid to be on oae or the eaatern peaks of m<11111t Mera or Snmera, 
(piace4 llJ - among the Bhula7u.) 

K 
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bended to extend to the minutest concel'DI and details of human 
life, of which persuasion the foregoin~ versee are an example. 

Srdly. With what grateful recognition should those who are 
blest with eointelligent and holy a revelation from the great Author 
of our being and well-being, as ie the Christian, be induced to 
receive and cherish ite influence! How zealous the charity that 
ehould animate and impel them to communicate its light, sanc­
tity, and consolation to the victilll8 of every debasing, brutaliz­
ing, and stultifying euperstition ! 

And if no action of even a poor benighted heathen be unasao­
ciated with the precepts of his faith and religion, how much more 
1hould the ennobling, purifying, and happy power of the divine 
truths of our religion, direct and influence onr daily thoughts 
and behaviour! Shall the poor Hindu fear to sleep, to eat, to 
journey, or to enjoy without cravin~ the protection, snpport, 
blessing, and presence of his imagmary deity, and ehall the 
worshippers of the one true God, the holy eternal Spirit, " in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being," be unmindful of 
his presence, negligent of his service, unobsenant of his hand, 
thoughtleBB of his will; without apprehension of his justice, with­
out gratitude for his beneficence, and living as though we need­
ed not his help, or had no reason to be afraid of his displeasure ; 
or as if all we have, and are, and hope for, were not Hie and 
His alone ? Shall the very heathen around condemn us, in short, 
ae more insensible, more ungrateful, more irreligiollB, than eve• 
they ? God forbid ! ,Hnvo.t'e.:n.sis . 

V.-Objectiom to the we of the Roman Alphabet in teaching 
their own languagu to N atiTJea. 

To the Editon of the Calcutta Chri.atian Observer. 
G■NTLIUIBlll, 
A■ many page■ of your Journal have, during the put months, been filled 

with papen in favour of the introduction of the Roman Charactere, I trllllt 
they will not be cloeed againet eome obeervatione from one, who takea a 
diJFerent view of the question, The plan, when tint it wae announced, ap.. 
peared to the writer of these remarks deserving of little attention. Feel. 
mg convinced that it wu impracticable, he e:1:pected it would ■oon &hare 
the fate, which u■ual.ly attends 11uch visionary project& for improvement.. 
The energy and zeal, which have been exerted in ite favour, have hither. 
to averted thia, and, at preeent, apparent aur.cees hae been the consequence; 
hut how lollfl' can it, or the extraordinary exertione which have cauaed it, be 
~ to continue? In what hu been written in favour of the pi.au he 
can find nothillfl' to remove the objection& which occurred to hi■ mind 
when fint it wu propo■ed: on the contrary, they have rather been confirm­
ed by a more attentive coneideration of the aubJect. In now laying them 
Wore your readen, he tru■ta he will not be ■u■pected of oppoaing, from a 
love of controversy, the viewa of the promoten of the measure ; for many 
,I whom he eutertaia■ the highelt rmpect and esteem. Among them are-
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._, whoa mle o'bjecl in oomiag to thi• country i■ & 1Ule81'e clllire to pro.. 
ID0'8 &be impro•ement of the Native■, and one, wh0tl8 fortune, tlllent■, lei­
an, and the imloence he derive11 from hi1 ■ituation, are devoted to the 
ame cause. Instead of feeling any de■ire to detract from the merit■ of 
the indiridaal Ian alluded to, be would rather see them held up u an e:it­
ample to tbe ■enice to which he belongs ; iJmMt every member of which 
has dae power of inftuen~, for good or for evil, so large a number of hi■ 
fellow men. Bat, in proportion as he admires and respects the motiv1111 of 
the advocate■ of the meuure, he regrets to aee so much zeal and energy 
(of which in India there i• none that can be ■pared), wuted in fruitlea 
attempt■ to pl"Olllote what, lie ia convinced, ia impncticable. Thi• feeling, 
aad no lOYe of controveny, hu induced him to 1ubmit the following re­
~ lo yonr readen. 

In order to obtain a correct view of"the probable eff'ectl of" the ■cheme, It 
mllllt be eumined aeparAtely, as it l'l!ftlll'ds the European re■ident■ in, and 
the native■ of, India. The neglect of this appears, in 1111me in■tancee, to 
.. ve given ri■e to very erroneous opinions upon the subject. To the Eu­
ropean, whll!l8 object generally is merely to acquire a aufticieot colloquial 
knowledge of die language for the common purpoaes of life, the introduc­
tion of the Roman character presents very great advantages. By meM■ 
ol works printed in them, he will be enabled at firat to acquire in week11, 
• knowledge of the native language, which, without them, it might take 
lwa month■ to make bi1111elf master of. The wordl preeented to him 
in cbuw:ten with which he ia familiar, he acquire■ with an l'a&e to 
which he would Jong remain A stranger, were they represented in the 
letten of the country. But even aa regards the European, wbu ailll8 
Iii more than a very auperficial knowledge of the language, the advantngl'a, 
which be would thua at first acquire, aeem to be greatly overrated. 
The benefit in the aaYing of" time and trouble would be temporary, the 
d.iadvantaf(es of not knowing the characten uaed in the country would be 
1-ting; or would at lean continue until the Roman characten have au. 
perceded the native, not only in printing, but In writing ; a period of 
which we are not likely to aee the termination. How hia powen of uae­
fulnea would, in the mean time, be circumacribed will afterward■ be 1bewn, 
when we come to examine the condition of the native youth educated at 
the Bngti,ih eollege at Delhi, " who have no acquaintance whatever either 
with the Njpri or Peraian cbaracten." 

The object aought to be attained, by thOBe who have bronght forward 
&he project, i1 to persuade the hundred millions of men, who compoae the 
ditfrnat nations, and apeak the diff'ereot dialects of India, to agree, in ceas.. 
mg to me the ancient character of the country, and in adopting the 
printed and written letten of another people to eitprea■ the aounda of their 
-nrioas alpbabeta. It ia freely admitted, that if tbia could be ACCOmpliah­
ecl. it would be productive of great benefit to the country ; but it ia coo. 
tended, that it ia unattainable, and that any thing 1l1ort of the almoat 
complete introduction of the ayatem, would be productive of evil, in■tead 
of adyantage. It ia uael81111 to refer to history upon the aubject ; raiearch 
may be diaplRyed in the inquiry, bnt hi1tory will aff'ord ua no example of the 
■uceea or failnre of" 111ch a acheme ; for ■be doe■ not record, that one like 
the ~nt, baa ever before been brought f"orward. Instance■, indeed, are 
prodoeed• in which the aubatitution of one character for another haa either 
partially or completely been eff'ected. But when, and under what oircumatan.. 
ceii, did they take place ? Muat of them were before the diacovery of print­
ing, at a wne when the knowledge of reading and writing any character waa 
a rare ac,compliahment, and in a state of society, which, if eumined into, 

• See Alpba'■ letter ba tia■ April Dumber of tllll J'ODl'llll. 

xl 
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will be foundeuch u torenderthe mmpl• in no way applieaWe lo thlaaoun­
try. Ot.hen are produced in which the original inhabitant.a, depriYed of the 
peater portion of the coun&ry by their conqaeron, have been confined to 
narrow limita :-when they have been the few and milettered, in contact 
with the many, and the eduoated. But not one uample c:an be prodaced 
of the ■ubetitution having been ell'ected in a country of any conllidenble 
e:r:tent, in which the knowledge of reading and writing bu been BO gene. 
rally dHfulll!d u it now ia in mOlt puts of India*. 'fhe Mahammedau 
conqueron formed a much more numeroUB body in the country than the 
EngliRh ; yet how incomplete hu been the 111ccea of their endeavoun to 
introduce their language and letten. 

The energy and in!uence which are e:a:ened to promote the plan, will 
doubtlea euure to it a partial BUCC811L Some th0111&Dd1, perhapa, IOIDe bun. 
clred thoulBDda may be induced to adopt it. But even suppoaing the ■uooeu 
&o be thu■ great, how immeasurably short would it ■till be of beini com.. 
plate I And wbat would be the conaequenc:e of ita being Btoppecl in ita pro.. 
gre■s? Why, ■imply this, that another would be added to the many eYila 
which it wu intended to remove. A new dialect would be formed in each 
of the llllllfU,Blf88 of the country in which the Roman chanaeter was 
nlled. For that the language written and printed in the new character, 
would not loll(f continue the same, with that apoken in the country, and 
written and pnnted in the ancient let&en, i■ a que■tion which admits 
of little doubt. Thoae, who think otherwise, woald do well lo e:n. 
mine the ch&Dlf88 which from slighter cau- have gradually been in­
troduced into mOlt of the e:a:i■ting lanlfUBlfeL Be■idea what probability 
ii there, that the same agreement which now exiat■ among the few who 
promote the ay■tem, will continue when its adYocate■ become more nu­
merous? Where ia the guarantee, that there will be amonpt them, 
whKt ha■ never before e:a:isted among any number of men, complete UDll­

nimity in one opinion. The con■eqoence of a di-,reement would be 
the ume varieti• in the ■pelling the word■ in its IBDgnllfN, u DOW' 

exist in spelling the names of pl11C811 in India; which render a paet.. 
teer upon a new prinaiple, a n~ appendag11 to the maps of the Clt'Un.. 
try. The poet hu told u■ that custom ia the one 111preme arbiter to decide 
upon the introduction of new word■ : the same power alone reiruiateslthe 
mode of apelling. But never hu custom bad lllligned to her a more diffi­
cult tuk, than it •onld be to form an orthography, from the ch&OR in ■pelL 
Ing, which would IOOD ariae from the introduction of the Roman ohanatera. 

But the■e evils, it may be 88id, are all contingent ; they may never arise, 
and they cannot soon occur. Othen, however, remain, the ell'ect of which 
will be felt immediately. It i■ impoa■ible to form any exact estimate of the 
proportion of the population of thi■ country that can read and mte, tboUlfh 
it i■ certain that it ia very considerable, and much larpr than the proportion 
wu in Europe, until a very late period. ThUR the mean■ are ready at hand, 
by which u■eful knowledge and information may be e:a:tenaiYely ■pread. 
The native ■choola, already uistiog, create the channels by which they 
may be conveyed to the people. But a barrier will at once he raised by 
the introduction of the Roman character■• The achoole in which they are 
taught, can no longer freely eo-operate with the ■cboola of the country in 
the diffusion of knowledge. The knowledge may ·be the Mme, but the 
channel to convey it will be diB'erent. The booki printed in the Roman 

• Even if the attempt, to lntrodnce the Roman characters Into Germany, were 
eompletely to sncceed, It woald by no means be a CIL!le in point. Let any one e1:amlne 
the amall lettera of the Oennan alphabet, and It will be fonnd that not aboYB three 
materially dlCFer from the Roman lo figure. In aoaod the di•erence is not ao great 
from that of the Roman In Italy, u It 11 from thatoftho Roman as pronollDCld in the 
~cnnt countriu of Europe whore it ii uccL 
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letaenwill be -1ed up fram thOle, who are edu•ted at the Native aohools-­
frma th0&e, who will for • long time continue to form by much the larger 
portion of the native community that can read. This, auppoaiog it were 
lo mat.inue for only a few years, would he a aerioua evil, and would more 
\ban eounterbalauce the ■opposed SB\'ing, from printing in the Roman 
cbaracten. 

I a the Delhi College, it ■eema, the Roman cbaracten have to• coDBider­
abJe uteat beeu introduced•. Many of the aative youth educated there 
aft &aught ao olher alphabet. Do the promoten of the plan intend, in the 
lidlools for the educatioo of the Nwv• under their cuntroul, &o introduce 
no other? Do they contend that the Natives, who are aent from the coL 
lege, unable to read or write the chancten used in the country, have re­
ceived aa education ■uited &o the cil'CWlllltance■ in which they are placed? 
The advoca&eM of the ■cheme mUBt contend that they have. Let it be taken 
fur granted, that the eduCKtion they receive is, in all other respects, free 
Ena objection. All that. i:1 required for their intercoune with the Euro. 
peaa portion of the eommunity, aod with each other, is tauglat them. But 
liow can thPy apply their knowledge with any prospect of &uCC888, either 
for their own ad,·aocement in life, or for the improvement of their coun­
tryllM!D? They maat first learn to read and write the aative charactera. 
They must acquire with difficulty, at a late ■tage of their studies, what, at 
the commencement, could have been learned with comparative eRBe. It 
may, perhape, be mpposed, that 88 the Delhi College w88 eatabli:ihed for 
the purpme of teaching the Natives Eogli■b, the fact ofthe ■tudenta not 
INl'lliog the Native chal'llder■ cannot fairly be charged 111 a d11fect in the 
plan fullowed in that in■titntion. But the fact i■ mentioned, not 111 it 
might have been ezpec:ted, 88 a defect, but with aeeming approbation. To 
the Native who caa read and write only the EIUfliah charucter■, ■ome aitu­
a&iom in the ollice■ of Government are open. But what othera are there 
in wbicb bi■ knowledge can be 11.11efully or profitably employed ? When 
placed without the circle of thON who have been taught like himaelf, hi11 
educ:a&ioa i11 in a great meuore 111ele119. The meana of communication with 
o&hen, Hcept verbally, doea not emt. Hiil service■ cannot be employed 
in buaineaa. The courts of justice, which would otherwise open a wide 
field for honorable and uaeful employment, are closed egainat him. B11t 
it • YUte of time to dwell upon what i■ 10 obviou11 ; for there i■ hardly a 
pJac,e in the country, or a aituation in life, in which hi■ uaefulnea wo11ld not 
be cramped, if not entirely prevented. It may be aaid, that these incon­
Yenienees in individual cues, in which they were found to pre■!l, could 
uaily be remedied, and that they would exist only during the period, be­
lweeD the commencement, and the complete introduction of the system. 
But wba& hope can be held out that the numerous body, by whom the 
ltuainall of the country i■ carried on, will ever be induced to adopt it ? la 
it upedient that such a line of distinction should be drawn betw11en them, 
and the educated part of the community ? 

The prnent attempt, to sub■titute the Roman characten for the Native, 
appears to have originated in the ■ame error, which hu led many to 
believe, that through the English langunga alone can education be 
properly communicated to the ~atives. They are pleased to find the ob.. 
llt.aeles oppoaed to their free intercoune with Europeans in part removed, 
forgetting that in the aame degree ia a barrier raised between them and 
their countrymen. Thia feeling hu had a great inftuence in directing 

• Oreat numbers of the youth of Delhi, who are brou,:ht up at the English Col. 
1~. have no iu,qoalnt.anee whatner either with the N-'gari or Peralan Character. 
They kilo• English u their lang,a82"e of education, and Hlndu■tani as their ver­
nacnlar tongue; but the only character with which they are acquainted is tbo Roman, 
and this they employ to write both langnagce.-Mr. Trnclgan', Mi,uue. 
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the ayatem of education adopted in the Hindu Co1lep at Calcutta. The 
Introduction of the EngliRh language hu been the chief end aimed 
at by the Directoni, who seem, in the earneatnea with which they have 
pursued it, t.o ban forgotten that it ia bot a meana for attaining a higher 
and more important object. Had nothing more been required than to 
make the 1tudenta acquainted with the science and literature of the west, 
and to remove, in some degree, the obstacles which are opposed to their 
free intercounie with the EuropeanR in this country, no better plan could 
perhaps hue been devised, 'fhe English Jangu"l{8 hRs been cultivated to 
the neglect of the )anguage1 of the conntr~·· The English who have aL 
tended the enminationa have been pleued and grntilied at hearing their 
poets recited by the young Hindus, at hearing read the English eJCerciaM 
which have been written by them, and at being told that auch ia their love 
for the language, that in their corrnpondence with each other, they UBe it 
in preference to the Ben,r,H or Hindu&thani What baa been the con­
aeqnence of this ayi;tem ? Thoae, who have been educated under it, fonn 
an iaolated claas in the community-parated alike from the Europeans 
and the Natives : from the one hy their education, from the other by their 
habit11, prejudicea, and feelinga. They have received an education unauited 
to the 8'ate of aociety in which they B1'8 placed, and they not without rea­
son complain, that they find it almost imposaible to employ their acquired 
information to any UBeful purpose. They write papera, which only thOoJe 
cao read, who like themllf!lves have been educated at the Hindu College. 
or in the English achoola ; but they make few attempts to improve and in­
form the minda of their countrymen through the medium of their own Ian.. 
~age ; the only one which can be employed with eff'ect for that purpose. 
At the college no pains are taken to give them• thorough knowledge of the 
language ofthe country, or to make them acquainted with that which Btill, 
to the reproach of the Government, continues to be UBed in the courts 
of julltice. 

It mullt not be auppoaed, from hie making the above remark11, that there 
exillts, in the mind of the writer, 1111y wiah to oppose the introduction of 
the English language, or to aee the funda, granted bf Government, for the 
purposes of education, diverted, from their proper obJect, for the purpose of 
encouraging the lltudy of Sanakrit or Arabic. On the contrary, it is hia 
earnest dl'llire to aee the knowledge of the EoJlish dUfuaed aa widely 
u poaible, u beln,r the beat means of introducing into the country the 
information, by which Native improvement will be promoted. 1' i■ hoped 
too, that the English language will aoon be made gradually to aupercede 
the 1188 of the Peniian, at leaat in those courts near the Preaidency; and 
that, when before an Engliah judge, aa occurred a few days ago in the Sud­
der Dewanny, the partieii on both aidee are repl'elllnted by Engllah flea.. 
deni, the neceaaity for u11ing a language foreign to all the three wil not 
much longer e:aiat. But the idea, that the Engwh language will ever be 
generally introduced into thia country, is as ,•iaionary, aa the ezpectatio11 
that the Roman charactera will ever completely aupercede the uae of ita 
ancient alphabets. 

Suffioient encouragement will be alwaya held out to the etudy of the 
English, while employed in the buineBB of the Government; and if it be 
gradually introduced into the courts of juatice, all thoae, whose talents 
or indulltry incite them to aeek advancement in life, will be induced to 
cultivate it. Besidea, it should be taught in the schools to all who 
laave talents to benefit by the lltoree of knowledge and literature which it 
cont.aim,. But it should be taught, not 88 the language to be uaed in 
the bu■in- or intercour■e of life, but merely 88 a mean■ of acquiring u■e­
ful information. Every encouragement ahould be held out lo induoe 
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the natieu to ltudy, improYe, 1111d cultinte their own laaguap. in order 
Iba& tliey might be able to employ with dect, the information acquired fmm 
the atwly of the Engliah, for the improvement of their countrymen. Thia 
Ibey 1l'Ollld at tint do by tranelating whateYBr would tend to their iut­
provaneal. But their endeavour& would not be limited to tranelatione, or 
lo mere aervile imiutio1111,, They would at length imbibe the epirit of tlie 
originaia, and lranllfer it into the Native idiom in the way bBllt BUited to 
l&&nd the attention of thoee for whom their writ.inp were intended. 
A litenture. 1uited to the tutea and feelinp of the NativB1, and whieh at 
tbe -e time would improve them, would thUB be jp'lldually created, 
111d a claa of men would be brought forward, who would be qualified to 
llblhelead in echemes for the improvement of the country. The almo■t 
l!ll'.mlive Englieh education ofthe Hindu, and the Ramanisiar l}'atem of 
tbe Delhi-College, will have a very dHferent elect ; they will rather tend 
loaepan&e the NatiYBII educated at thoae inetitution1 from their country. 
men, than place them in the advantapoua eituation, whJch they other. 
wile might be Jllllde to fill, for promoting plau for their civiliution and 
improvemenL 

DELTA. 

VI.-W 01'"8 of Encouragement to the Promoter11 of the 
Roman.isring Scheme. 

To the Editor& of the Calcutta Chrilltian Oblerver. 
GE'NTLEKEN, 

Many hundred miles away from the contineni of India, we. 
still gaze upon the labours of Christiane, for the conversion 
or the Himdue, with most deep and lively interest; and it is 
with special interest, that we read in your valuable periodical, 
ohhe attempts now making to introduce the Roman character, 
in lieu of the Native characters of India. 

Any thing that I can say, Gentlemen, can have very little 
weight with your readers-but yet I want to be one of those, 
who hold up their bands in favour of the attempt ; for I verily 
believe it to be fraught with ble88ed results. 

I wish indeed I could assist the work : I feel an intense de­
sire to send my mite in aid of the printing operations; and yet 
oar local claims are so many and pressing, that it iB beyond my 
power. 

My object in writing these two or three lines is, principally, 
that they may meet the eye of those who may be termed 
the main-spring of the whole plan-that they may be encourag­
ed by the thought, that there are many, who are viewing from 
f'ar their benevolent exertions with most intense interest-who 
would be delighted beyond measure to aid so good a work­
and who, if they can do no more, will at least pray, Goo AL­
MIGHTY G&AC1011SLY V011CBIAFE RIB BLESSING. 

Y our's faithfully, , ....... . 
Straita of Malacca. 
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VII.-Essay on 1'arious Points of Christian M orala, connected 
u,ith cases of Marriage, Separation, Dfoorce, 4"c. with a 
Bpecial reference to the casea that are not0 occurring a,nqng 
ConfJerta from Heathenism, in India. 

[Concluded from our Jut,] 
In the lint part of this Essay we remarked three queries, to which 

replies were given by the Apoatle in the 7lh chapter or his Epistle to the 
CorinthianChristi1111& Two or theae have been already considered, the third 
now demands attention; the amwer to which is contained in veraea 36• 
37, and 38 : "But if any man think, thllt he behaveth himself uncomely 
loward his virgin, if ahe paaa the flower of her 11ge, and need ao require, let 
him do what he will, he Binneth not: let them marry. Neverthele&'i0 

he that atandeth &teadfut in hia heart, havin,; no neceaity, but hatb 
power over his own will, RDd bath ao decreed in hia heart that he will 
keep hi■ virgin, doeth well. So then he that giveth /,,er in marria,;e,. 
doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marri11ge, doeth better." 
Som~ considerable difference of opinion exist& among commentators 
u to the interpretation of this puuge. I shall, aiming u I do, not 
at curious, perhaps, yet unprofitable, discuuion, but solely at useful 
and practical instruction, lay before my readers that view which •P­
pean to me the heat aupported by the words of St. Paul himself. 
and by the general ~nor of Scripture, aa well ll8 by the customs and 
circumstancea of the time. and countries to which there i■ reference. 
You remember the Apostle argues, througboutthe entire chapter, on the 
fact that the exterlllll condition of the Christian church, a■ a BR1all 
1111d proacribed body, rendered many thinga not in thelll8l!lvet1 unlawful 
or sinful, yet more or 1- highly inezpedient and injuriouL I ■oppose 
then the preaent question put to the Apostle to have been, wbetherbetroth­
ment obbgea to a fulfilment of the marri11ge contract, when it baa, in the 
mean time, from one or other of the circumstances already adverted to,. 
become inexpedient to enter into that ■tate. Now there can be no doubt 
that every Cfiriatian is aacredly obliged to accomplish what he hM engaged 
to do, while the poasibility of his doing ao eziata. Yet in tbia CKBe of be­
trothment, the question ia one rather of delay than of entire omiaeion, of 
poatponement to a more 11Uitable time, than of total positive violation of 
contracted duty. No circumstances can justify or even palliate a wilful 
disregard of a aolemn obligation, and refllll8l to fulfil an enpgement deli­
berately entered into, ezcae~ they be such as involve a higher duty, and 
previoua more important obJ.igation ; u in the case of betro&hment to a 
peraon believed or represented to be a devout Chriatian, yet afterwarda 
well a■certained not to be such. Here the spiritual and religious wel­
fare of the Christian man or woman ia at ■take,-here the previous cona­
mand "not to be unequally yoked with unbelieven," i■ of full force; by 
adhering to the contract, all the bappin-, and many or the chief objecta 
and advan~ea of married life, would be sacrificed, or at theleut, p~ 
aumptuoualy Jeopardized ; and not only when the betrotbment ha■ been made 
while the partiea were under age, and bad no freedom of choice,-in which 
cue there can be no quNtion to a Chriatian,--but even where a contract.. 
ing individual hu been misinformed, impo■ed upon, or h1111 erred from 
imprudent precipitation; or lalltly, where the other party hu declined from 
the good way, waaed worldly, irreligious, or vicious,-in all such instances 
it appean a positive duty lo break off' the engagement, and not to e:spoee 
either to probable hazard or certain shipwreck, the happinea& of future life, 
or the spiritual pro11perity of the ■oul, 

There are caaes, however, not ao euily determined-auch for inatance aa 
thoae ln, which either troubloua timea or ■euona of penecution, or loaa of 
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health or meMI, may render the. completion orthe matrimonial engagement 
moreor lea highly inexpedient. Tu the first of these the Apostle in the test 
no doubt, u all along throughout the chapter, specinlly refer-..and in thia 
or equally seriou1 CIUle, he furnishes thi~ rule of determining the coune to be 
adoptt>cl : " If any man think, that he bebaveth himeelf uncomely to­
ward his virgin, if ,he pnu the ftuwer of Aer agP, Hod need so require, let 
him do what he will, he sinnetla not: let them marry." Verse 38. 
i. l'. if a man's own judgment and feeling lean to a marriage ; ea.. 
pecially if it 11ppear to him, all the circumstances of the ca11e con­
aidered, that the condition of the female betrothed or promised, or with 
whom a voluntary engagement has been entered into-for these 
■tand both on precisely similar ground-dt>manda it, i. e. if either 
lwr need of protection or support, or her Hposure to temptations ; the 
length or time the promise has been unfulfilled, or the demands of her 
natural guardians, &c. seem t-0 render it improper he 11hould any longer 
nfnln from completing it; or if,RII wRB the clll!e among the Jews when these 
Epietles were written, it be the general feeling and opinion of &0ciety, that 
it ia either unsafe or discreditable to delay marriage beyond a certain age, 
elpecially in the female; or it be judged unkind to deprive an affectionate 
woman,during the best yeal'R of her life, of the prh'ileges and BBtisfaction■ 
of conjugal and maternal affection-if from any or all of these reason•, 
there be a kind of moral necessity to conrlude the marriage, and if be­
aidei his own wishes coincide, then let a mnn do " wi he will-let 
them marry;" and both he end hia betrothed or affianced bride be as 
happy u the providence of God and present circumstances can allow them 
to be. Piety, contentment, ancl mutul\l alft>ction, will do much to render 
them IBtisfied with their condition, and go far to remedy the unavoidable 
trial■ of life, under even very unfavourable external circumstances. 
,. Trouble in ,he fteeh" they must expect-but it may at least be greatly 
mitigated and lessened by being borne with fortitude, and by the conjoint 
el"ortll of faithful partners, helJ>Bmeet for one another in the journey of the 
world. "Neverthele1111," he adds in verse. 37, "he that ataodeth eteadfut 
in hie heart, having no necessity, hut bath power over his own will, and 
bath ao decreed in hie heart that he will keep his virr·n, doeth well." 
That is, where a man's reaolution and fortitude fai him not, and 
bis judgment ie unaltered, and where he is not under any such neceeeity, 
either in himself or in the other party, or in the common circumstance& of 
the cue, and can submit his wishes to hie reason, hie pauiooa to his pru.. 
denoe, and both to conscience, diAinterested attachment, and the rule of 
cin:um■taocee ; and BO ddermint• to hold his affianced virgin still free from 
the cares and dangers to which a present marriage would eKpoee both-she 
of course consenting-he doeth well, determines wisely, acts with a manly 
and Cbrillti1111 resolution, far alike from eelfiahness, precipitancy and pu­
llion. " So then," under these circumstance!!, verse 38, "he that marrieth, 
doeth well ; ~ut he that marrieth not, dueth better." I quote this venie 
aceording to a various reading of importance, and well supported, as Gries­
bach decidea. 

It is evident that many of the foregoing remarks apply very pointedly 
to the circumatance of a party, who having been, while yet a heathen, be­
tro,hed, whether by hi11111elf or hie parents, to a heathen woman, haa, 
before the completion of the marriage, become a Christian. \Vbether i1 
he bound to fulfil the contract? l should from the tut reply, decidedly 
not. The prior duty of marrying "only in the Lord," and so consulting not 
ooly hi~ future ear:tbly peace an~ happiness, but nlso, and c_hi~ft}'., his suul'1 
proBpenty, Mtll u1de the obligat1on of betrothment: "a (;br11t1an man or 
womu is IIOI bound," nay, uugAt oot, under ■uch circuma\aDces, to marry an ... 
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allanced heathen. At the aame time, eYery reuon of jllltl.ce, troth, ancl 
kindnem lies upon him to make every effort, and lfl'Rnt everr proper 
delay likely to lead to the converaion of the other party; he 1■ not at 
once and ipao facto without &uch endeavour and Chrilltian patience,. 
absolved from all the obligation of the previou1 contract. 

2nd. But thl're i11 another view of the ted, BOmewhat dil'erent from the 
preceding; that which refers the Apostle's 1rords not to betrothed partiea. 
but to naturlll guardiHnt1, parents and other,i, determining upon the ques­
tion of gfring a danghter or ward in rnlll'l'iage. Here al.ao, the CAll8 whicli 
i■ aupposed throughout the chapter uf marriage, namely, the emtence or 
reasons more or leu pointedly affectinf. the n-ity, expediency, or in •. 
espediency of marriage, holda good atil . There can be no doubt, whether 
it is proper, aa an ahstrRCt question, to bestow a femall' in marriage wbeo 
arrived at yean to undentand and fulfil its duties and ohligatioM--it ia 
the de11qrn of Creation, the course of Providl'nce, necessary to the con­
tinued ei:iatence of mankind, the best guarantee for public and individual 
virtue, the truest BOurce ordinarily of human happin888 to man and wo­
man alike. But circumstances alter the clearest CIM8!l. \Vhat i1 la•JW. 
u we have ■een, is not always t.Z'pfdimt, easy, or proper-what may be done 
without sin, cannot yet always be done with prudence, or with a due re­
gard to reBBOn, safety, or h.1ppineu. The question here ie--11hall a father or 
guardian be held bound in all CUt'II to promote the marriage of hi■ virgim 
daughter or ward, and to give her away to 11 8Uitable penoo, should such 
ofFer? The answer is this, vene 86, " Jf any man think that he behavetb 
himself uncomely toward his virjtin, ifahe pus the ftower of lwr age and need 
IO require, let him do what he will, he ainneth not; let them marry," Le. if 
any such parent or guardian conceive, 1111 the betn,thed husband in the former 
CMe ie 1upposed to do, that by delaying the marriage of his maiden daughter 
or ward, he is exposing her to nndue temptation, or infticting on her too 
11evere a self-denial, or violating what is generally deemed ■eemly and 
befitting in the opinions and uMge of 110Ciety, especially if &he is arrived at or 
beyond the ftowl'r or her age,-the due period of marriageable life,-veci,­
ally if to these rea■ons be added the nece88ity of aecuring her a proviaiom 
and protl'Ction in l'8Bll or her now natural protector's death, or in con■e­
qupnce or his inability to support her, or in order to shield her against 
pPniecution, dangpr, or 11in,-then let him do u his discretion directa 
him, or his deliberate wish incline11, "be aiMeth not;" commits no ofFance 
against her or hie own oonacience, by RCCOmpliehing her marriage even in 
the moat troublous times of public calamity and pereecution, or under an:, 
other accidental circumstllncea, which wonld yet in themselve11, and not 
counterbalanced by other greater evils from delay, render it highly inex­
~ient to promote a matrimonial connexion. Some of the existing evila 
m the fteah she mRy have to endure; but if she m11ybe thereby s11ved from. 
greater, still more if from 1piritual dangen or ■in, especially if her own 
atrong inclination favour her bestowment in marriage, then let that course 
be adopted notwithstanding. v. 87. "Neverthel- he that atandetb stead­
fut in his heart, having no necessity, but bath power over his own will, 
and h■th BO decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well." 
If however, i. e. no serious mischief or danger would result from con­
■ulting the actual state ofthinga, whether of public calamity or doml'lltic 
aff"ain; if the parent or guardian i11 under no pl'Naing neceuity of diapoaing 
of a young maiden in marriage, and hu therefore no r81111Dn why be abould 
■trongly wish to do ao, i■ rather di•inclioed to it, and hu therefore froJD 
• due consideration of things resolved not to do so at present, but rather 
to retain her still under his own eye,care, and &helter, aw11iting a more 
fitting OCCBBion, quieter times, more favourable circum.tancea ; and nothing 
in her di■po■ition or conductadviemthe oontrary,-thenbill determination 
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• anmnend&ble ; in the former cae 111ppoeed, " by giv:in,r her in maniage 
lie .._ well," now by "not giving her &way he doea better." 

Sueh appear to be the two mOllt jUBt Rnd natural interpretatio1111 or this 
pa,aage ; wbicb or them is to be preferred much depend■ on the deci■ion u 
to the reading, "marrying or giving in marri■,re," in the S8tb vent'. But 
•hicheYer be tbonght the genuine reRding, and consequently the orijfinal 
intmtion ofthe apoetle, the -■ are ■o allied, and the rea■oniD8' applie■ 
ID ■imilarly to both, that •hether the quntion be concerning a betrothed 
party or a belrothing parent, the anner will he as above given. Jn either 
- too, where betrothment hu taken place between two partie■ yet hea­
then, 011e of whom become& afterward Christian, then the previou1 poeral 
Ja• of Christian marriage that it shou Id only be "io the Lord," determinea 
1rhu ought to be the course punued in regard to completing the contract. 
Wha& •• -.id or the Cbri■tian betrothl!d m1111 acting freely, applie■ •itb 
tlie ame force to a Cbri■tian father io regard to the bestowment of a 
Chri■tian daughter in marriap on II previously afllanced heathen, and oh­
.lip■ bim to the 111111e c:autiou1 patience, united with coDIICientiou■ firmn-. 

Haring U11u dis~ of the que■tion of betrothment, there yet remain■ 
one utlaer on thi■ matter, of very great moment in the pre■eot ■tate of 
India • Miaiionary ground, 1111D1ely, whether a Chri■tian man, a convert 
from Reathenilm or Mahomedaoism, having many wives, is to put away all 
eu:ept the finl; or may lawfully retain them all BI having been all kgally 
aarried alike, •bile he was yet Heathen or Mabommedau. 

l. The lint point that here pre■ents itself is the previou lawfuln- or 
lllllawrfol-ofpolygamy, on which opinions are variOU1, altogether, l mu■t 
think, from the eff'ect or early B110Ciation and natural prejudice. and not from: 
a ja.t view of the cue BI it actually atandL That polygamy is abstractedly! 
910Dg, doea not appear in any way or rea■oning. It ui■ted before the flood;, 
• iD the aiae of Lamech, who bad two wives Adah and Zillah. This illlltaoce 
i■ ~ very anreuonably adduced to di■f'avour the original law(uloeaa 
Df polygamy, BI if becanse Lamecb, th11 fint polygamid on reco1 d, i• also 
Mid to have " ■lain a young man" io what we should eall jWltifiable 
homicide, he were thence to be viewed aa a warning eumple or the ain of 
marrying more than oae •ife : although certainly not only is no aemure 
wbalenr paaed by the ucred historian on thi■ polygamillt, nor la even 
a l'l!IDIU'k made that might serve to sbew, he WBI a BDlitary or onoaual 
imdance. Beaid-, bi■ act in alayin8' a fellow-creature la in no wiae, BI far 
• ean be made appear, connected with bis havio8' had two wivea ; nor 
ia be charged by MOllell with a crime io the one case more than io the 
ether. He ill not rebuked either u a polygami■t or a homicide; nay, ■o far 
from it, be is bimaelf introduced with all the cooaciousoes■ of innocence, 
4(Dite aamapiciou1 that bis polygamy rendered him obaoiious to divine 
,jiaple_.re, declaring that he was more unfommau than qffending in the 
- of the young man wboae life be had taken ; aince it wu done in 
llelf..defence, while the youth wu in the act or "hurting and wounding" 
him. His •ives, •e may 111ppoae, anxious and alarmed, would e:q,re111 
their fan for Lamech'■ life from the vengeance or the relatiooa of 
the deeeaaed; which be quiet■ by reminding them or God'■ B11uraoce to 
Cain bi• progenitor, that hi■ life abould not be taken for the murder even 
of bia brother Abel, that an e■pecial Providence aboold protect him from 
harm. 0a •hicb he reuom, •• if Cain aball be avenged sevenfold, then 111rely 
JAllltlda aeventy and eeven fold," i e. if God, for wise J'8118Dllll no doubt, did 
eapge apec:ially to interfere with a threat of sevenfold vengeance on the 
maa who ■hould pre■ume to take the life or one clearly a guilty murderer 
or an hulocent brother, 1111SUredly be •ill protect with a much heavier ~!L the life of one who ha• but io ■elf-defence unwillingly and llll­
n • y ..-mit&ed a limple maoalaugbter oo an iDdividlllll who had 

~2 
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wantonly -ulte41 and wounded him, and who therefore met bia jullt 
death in a criminal act agaillllt. the life of hi• neighbour. After the floocl 
too, to uy nothin,; of all ancient. natiom, Abraham, bis p,uulaon Jacob. 
Gideon, Elkanah, David, Joaah and mllllJ othen, had more wive■ than one,. 
IOIDe eTen many, and in no one iMtance bt.he fact reproved. Abraham•­
" the friend of God;" Jacob specially protect.eel and bleat by the Almighty • 
Elkanah a devout man ; David a choNn prince and prophet, eminently 
ploua and " the aweet Paalmiat. of Imael ;" for Jouh, the high pri814 
Jehoiada himaelf aelected two wivea, aod that young prince, it i1 imme­
diately Rddl'd, "did what waa right in the Bight of the Lord, all the daya 
of Jehoiada the prie■t." The Jewiah law1 of Deuteronomy make &11,we. 
prot,inon for ca1e1 of polygamy, 1111d direct the procedure of the hUBbaod,. 
to 1eCUre julltice to hi• aeveral wivea, that one may not be favoured &o the 
injury of another. Of ooune, I do not contend for the ~ or even 
the Aarm/Mmtn of polygamy, but only for it1 tfltriMic iall'Jui-.. It 
doee aeero to me utterly unreuonable to brand that u po■itive 1in, which 
e11:isted unreproved before the flood, and wu praotiaed •~er it by the most 
eminent and devout aervanta of God, tho■e moat favoured with hia apecial 
mAllifl!ltRtiona and grace, propoaed to ua 1111 modela of virtue, and who, -
wu Abraham, had even been divinely directed in other mat.ten of moment 
to abatain from the really evil pract.ice1 allowed in Heathen sooiety : this 
too being a UIB!,!'8 which hia own inapired lawgiver Mo-, if he did not 
eommand or encour8fl'8 it, yet acknowledged, and regulated; and which 
continued through all Jewieh hi11tory to prevail, unrebuked by • tdogle 
prophet or any one inspired individual. Surely were polypmy iomnaically 
"wron,:, it would not have been thua paased over. Nay, our Saviour, although 

0 he did BP.ffially dit!OOuntenance ditJOrCe, and declared that In certain cue& 
~t had only heen Mnctioned by Moaea becauae of the "'1rrluu of the people"• 
heart,, I. e. their unmanageable temper and unamenablen819 to e<,ercive 
and l"Htrainin,; lawa, u well u the cruelty and violence which the &it.empt 
to ooeroe would have ooouioned againat. the wivea whom ~ey abould be 
restrained from divorcing them, to whom therefore it wu even mercy to 
allow their hu11banda to di11111i• them,-1 uy our Saviour bi1n1elf, while be 
thu, spoke of divorce, never declaimed Bpi.net. polygamy. True, It wu lea 
practiaed in hia time Rll!Ong the Jaw■; but it waa atill rife 11111ong other 
people. Polypmy i■, notwithltanding, decidedly unfavourableto dOIDNl;io 
peace, to the virtuou■ education of children, and moat of all to the mental 
culture of the minda of women, and unfit for an advanced 1taie of civilia.. 
tlon and refinement ; and e■pecially un111ltabla to an in.-itot.ion like 
Christianity of a hif(hly elevated and spiritual oharacter, • religion intend­
ed to call men a-y from pu■ion to reuon, from ■er.■ual indulgence to 
heavenly devotion, and to introduce, fo■ter, and finally aa&abliah an ultimaie 
improvement of mankind in all the Hcellenoie■ of piety, claarity and tem­
perance. It ia, u we before Mid, n/MUg di1COur111Jed, not OJ#lllly oon­
ilemned. It i■ one of the practical evil■ of early aociety in R degenera&e 
world, and which, while not abaolutely and intrinaioally irinful in it.aelf, nor 
therefore poaitively unlawful to be pract.iaed, i1 yet by all hiltory proved 
to be mOllt injurious in ita efFecta upon private peace and publio virtue• 
incomratible with general education, the mental improvement of women: 
and theprogreaa of univenal happineaa. In the whole New Tedarnen& 
the!'t' i11 not one aingle ayllable of declamation apilllt it; but there ia on; 
provision which clearly abeWI the spirit and intent of Christianity-one br, 
which the Biahop or Prieat is required to be " the hu■band of one wife. • 
It wRS clearly becoming and neceiury, that he who was to be aet apart for 
holy and ■piritual offices, to be employed in teacbing • mollt pure and 
1piritual religion, and to ezbibit in bil penonal obanc:ter and conduct ita 
proper tendency and cbaractff, abould n8' neu.traliae bill indnctiou, and 
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weaken the inlaence of hia o8lee by • polypmy In hil own penon, which 
n111d be b111 '8o apt t.o draw him uide from the 1pirituality, ulf'. 
cleoial, and temperance, of which he wu t.o be the preacher and the 
pa&tern ; which would demand too large • portion of hia attention, anxie­
ties, and earea, by the neceMity of reg11laiiog, inBtructinp: and providing for 
111 enended hou.ellold; and which by the diugreament, jealonaie&, bicker. 
i., and breaohes of domeet.ic harmony it too commonly introduce;i, would 
diitnct hia mind, irritate hia paaaiolw, and unfit him for hi■ holy calling, 
by depririog him of the quielade, tranquillity, and lei111re ao indi1pe111111-
lile t.o it■ di■charge. Ch.riailianity did not, a'I ita unwiae corrupt.on after. 
nrdJ •"8mpted in vain to do for it, forlnd the lawful and moderated 
indulpnce of the IOCial imtiaet, and BO upoae the epiritual office io the 
cb11n:h to all the unnatural re8'rainl aod dangeroll8 an11re■ of • com. 
pnl,iory oelibaey, which afterward■ became the fruitful ■eed of ao much vice 
111d &ealldal in the Romi■h Church ; but neither did it leave the eccle■i­
inic the nnlimited freedom of lfl'lltifym,r caprice or appetite-it permitted 
bim t.o &ate of the cup of dome■tic pleasure, but not to int.oxicate him.­
ielf ,rit,h exceasive drafts of any earthly delight ; holding tba& happy 
111edium IO favourable t.o the peace, the virtue, and the ■piritu"1ity of the 
individual and his flock. The natural eifect of the edenaion of genuine 
Christianity over not only the prieirthood, but over all the laity like­
irile, ii to ducoura,. all intempen1nce of earthly gratification, and to intro. 
dnae into every relation of life, all the regula&ing inJluence■ of 1piritual re.. 
linement of idea, elevation of aentiment, genero■ity of cwpoaition, and ma. 
•1 IIIOl'e. The teacher wu quidly exhibited u the fir■t Hample ; and 
irithoot precipitate attempts to coerce the habit.., or giving a huty ■hock tq 
the prejudices of mankind, the ■ilent but efficaciou1 power of the GcNpel wu 
ieugned t.o etrect, and has etrected, the ll&lutary change in que■tion, in evel'J' 
lla&ion of Christendom. Domestic ■ociety, u it h,H been refined ancl 
IJl~tualiaed, ha■ become freer and more h11ppy, aw•eeter and more aaf'e­
rehgion eD111n11 the ■tability of it■ enjoymen&■, by rendering lhem more 
lampel'IIM, more holy, better regulated, and more conidential. 

2. The previous lawfuln-of polygamy, abatractedly considered, and the 
llllulllf actually adopted by the Almighty for ita ultimate ■ubver;iion, ■ug­
~ a MCOnd remark, that. trhen a heathen man hu been legally married, 
a. e. according to the law1 of hill own country and religion, to more tha11 
ooe wife, whether any dwtinction of grade or clue of wife, concubioe, 
&c. t.e obaerved or not., it dN& not appear that an1 thing in the character 
Q{ polygamy it.elf, or io the in11titution of Chri■tian1ty, dememh the putting 
1••r of any one or more of 111ch women. They are hi■ wi vn, he hu promie. 
~ them duty of marriage, ■upport, ■nd protection ; he hu no right to 
dimini■b aught. of their jut claims. The merciful provision of the law 0£ 
MCllell for kindred aue■ comes in 1upport. of my pOlition. Ea. :ui. Jo, com. 
lll&nda,even of a purchaeed ■lave, whom her muter hu betrothed to himlelf, 
that " IC he take unto himself another, i. e. an additional, wife, her food, 
her raiment, aod her duty of marriage ■hall he not dimini■h." And to 
apply the case to India: what 11111y be the preoiee law of the cau, I am not. 
•llflicieotly informed upon ; but UBUredly there would be great cruelty 
•~d bud.hip io a man who beoom8i a Christian, having ■everal wive■, 
d11111illlling all but one ; who, eveu admitting that they may be legally put 
••ay, are by the Ullll!fe■ of the country precluded from IDBrrying another ; 
IDd •ho even if the h111band continue to aupporl them, (the diflicwty of 
doing which will oert.ainly be much increued when the hoW18hold i1 
divided,) are publicly diagraced, and expo■ed in deplorable moral ignorance, 
~taluieiir, and ■trength of paasion to very ■trung temptatio111 to pur■ua 
111 eouna Again, if' there are children, whose ahall they be ? the mother'■ 
or \ha faber'1? From one parent. or the other, are they certainly in thia 
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cue to he aepa.rated ; of whoae control, instruction and aft'ection11te inter­
coune shall they be deprived ? ShRll they be held legitimate or otherwise ? 
If there be 111!1'eral wh·es, whir.h shall be retained? The first, it may be repli­
ed; but by wb11t law is• more II wife than the second or the third? To these 
difficulties add the 11troog temptBtion held out to an inAincere profeuiou 
of Christianity (as in the CIUle of divorce in general), for the mere purpose 
of getting rid of a wife or wives no longer beloved, or whom the husband 
i11 weary of' 111pporting ; Rnd it aeem11 to me that a f'ormidable mBU of 
difficulty i11 raised against the po11ition combated, quite sufficient tn prove 
it absolutely untenable. Under the plea of a previous unlawfulneu, •uP­
ported by no just reBBOnin,;, inculcated by no in11pired scripture, rather 
oppoeed to the allowed and unrebuked prRCtice of patriarchs Rod piou■ 
m11n under the theocracy of the Almighty Lawgiver himself, nowhere for­
bidden in the New Testament, only inr.identally diaoounten11nced in the 
persona ofthose to be set apart to holy offices, (whose calling 11nd dutJe■ 
are sufficient reasons for the prohibition of polygamy in their CR118111 quite 
independently of any notion of unlawfuloeu or general inexpediency),­
under 1111ch a plea are helpless women, legally united to men BBcredly 
engaged to love, aupport, and protect them, to be reject.ed from home, from 
the honours and comfort.a of wifedom and maternity, eq,oaed to fearf11l 
temptations, cruel privation, and self-denial, ignominy and eolitarineaa, 
auffering a di!ll'Uption of all the sweet ties of domestic intercourse and al'ec­
lion ; the education of children is to be neglected, their filial attachments 
blighted, and a reward held out to the pureet act■ of injustice, of 1elli1h 
cruelty, and impiou■ hypocriay on the part of hu■bands and father■. Let 
no Chriatian ajkr be has been admitted into the Chriatian Church, add 
unto hia wivea, or support the practice of polygamy, however usual in hia 
nation and country ; but let him not discolour the 111ild, merciful, and 
~eneroua featUJ'811 of Christianity, to the ,·iew of bis countrymen, by the 
hideous deforming of auch accumulated injUBtice and unkindneu. Let 
him live, being already a polygamist, as the ancient patriarch11 did, in holy 
and faithful fulfilment. of all the dl!tiea of marriage, alike wit.h all hie 
wives, leplly 1111ch ; but let him not for a moment. allow himself to enter­
blin the monstrous and unnatural purpo11e of injuring tho11e he loved and 
■wore to love for eTer, who have lain in hie bosom, become the mothers of 
hi11 children, t.he partners of his joys and sorrows, by putting them away 
from him for no original or after.fault of their•, upon law becoming • 
Chri■ti11,11, If indeed tltey ■hould deaert him, he i11 absolved by the same 
rule■ that apply to the cue of a single heathen wife or h1111band voluntari­
ly departing from a partner when become a Chriatlan; for then the act 
i11 theirs, not hie-" a brother or ■ister ia not under bondage in 111cb a 
cue." But llhort of this, no legitimate ground appears to be left for INP­
porting the position 1 have thua endeavoured to prove unscriptunl aud 
untenable. The importance of the qunuon must be my excuae for ■o 
lengthened a consideration of what must be expected in many inst.ancea 
to come before the Christian Miuiunary, if not alreHdy yet certainly ere 
Jong ; and it i■ of moment, to have the difficulty previously dililCU&9l!d, and 
the solution of it already furnished. How far the foregoing remarka may 
go to dord it, the readen of the Oau:avza mu■t now decide. 

HAV.I.RJUrlll. 
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Vlll.-Ordinntion to the work of Enangelists of two Natfot1 
Preacher• ; in the General Baptillt chapel, Cuttack. 

The names of the two brethren who were ordained are Ganga­
dhar and Ramchandra. The former, before his conversion, 
1'U a high caste brahman, much respected and very influential 
among his neighbours and acquaintance, and consequently in 
no want of the necessariea of this life. After several years of 
auxiollS inquiry and cloae examination he renounced his ancea-­
torial religion, and all the honours and profits of his brahmani­
cal character on the 23rd of May 18~, by being publicly bap­
tized in the Mahanadi. He is the first• Uriya that broke 
the chain. of caste, and embraced t.he gospel, under the ministry 
or the Oris.sa missionaries. Almost immediately after his con­
nrsion he was called to preach to his degraded and idolatrous 
countrymen the glorious gospel of the grace of God, which he 
had found so efficacious in removing condemnation from his own 
mind, and of imparting peace to his own conscience. As a Chris­
tian, he is characterized by frankness and warmth of affection, 
and as a preacher he is earnest and powerful in his address. 

Ramchandra is of a respectable Mabra.ta family, and in 
the scale of caste auperior. The distress of mind, which pre­
ceded bis public profession of the Saviour, was very great. To 
forsake the religion of his ancestors, and become an object of 
contempt and reproach among his acquaintance, was to him a 
grt-at sacrifice. Often did he pack op his family idols in a ba1, 
and suspend them from the roof of his house-and as often did 
he take them down again, restore them to their honours, bowing 
himself down before them as the goda of his father's house. He 
ued to think :-" These are the ~ods of my forefathers, the ~ods 
thl'y worshipped and sacrificed to 10 the times of theirprospenty; 
the gods to whom on my account they offered their prayers, their 
vows, and their oblations ; and what am I more than my an­
ceston, that I should cast them away t• In the endurance of 
this mental conflict he used to shut himaelf up in his private 
room for days together, wid would not permit even his wife or 
children to interrupt him. Light bad broken in upon his un­
derstanding, and in vain he attempted to allay his doubts as to 
the tmth of his old religion. In his retirement he caret'olly 
read over and compared the New Testament and the Bhagabat, 
and examined the moral tendency of each : it will easily be con­
ceived what the result was ; his reverence for idols and idola­
try turned into contempt, and his regard for the acriptures ~n­
ereaaed into &88oranee. He aaw he possesaed a book which 

• Brun, who waa baptized by Mr. Bampton at Barhampur on the !Uth 

of December Jffl, iB a Telinga. 
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his forefathen never knew, and which, had they known, they 
might have received ; a book which he believed contained the 
revealed will of God, and the true plan of human salvation. 
Still he found it difficult to renounce caste and credit, wife and 
family, {for he knew not that the latter would accompany him in 
the event of his becoming a Christian ; and the marriage of his 
children, supposin8' they should, perplexed him much.) After 
much painful exercise of this sort he reasoned with himself, " My 
first duty ill to obey God myself, and then I believe he will pro­
vide all nece&11&ry good, and direct all things well ; who knows, 
he may dispose my wife and children to follow me." With 
this persuasion, and a mind deadened towards the ties of kin­
dred and family, he made known his determination to profess 
himself a Christian ; and amid the lamentations of his wife and 
children and other friends he left his village and came over to 
Katak, where be was baptized Nov. 1st. 18!l9. He is a well 
established Christian, /rodent and thoughtful. Soon after his 
baptism he commence proclaiming the gospel. At first he had 
much timidity, but ae he increased in Christian knowledge.. and 
experience he became a bold and persuasive preacher of lbe 
gospel of Christ. Hie preaching ie leBB eloquent than his fel­
low labourer ; but more distinguished for argument and mild 
persuasion. The one overpowers hia hearers with the force of his 
natural eloquence, while the other convinces them by hie argu­
ment, and draws them by the mildneas of his persuasion. 

The European brethren being convinced of the propriety or 
their ordination, it was appointed to take place on the l l th of 
September. The writer of these lines broke the subject to them, 
pointing out to them its importance and obligations : they ap­
peared for some time to be overawed with the responsibility of 
the office they were about to assume ; but being recommended 
to make it a matter of special meditation and prayer, their re­
luctance disappeared, and they were the better prepared for the 
solemn occasion. The service commenced with singing in Eng­
lish, and reading and prayer in Uriya by Mr. Brown. Mr. Goad­
by then delivered an mtroductory address, showing at large the 
scriptural propriety of the present service. After this ad­
dress a verse of an hymn was sun8', and then the two native 
brethren came forward, and kneeling on basses in presence of 
the congregation were solemnly set apart to their work by im­
position of the hands of the three European brethren, Mr. Lacey 
offering the ordination prayer in the U riya lanrage. Another 
verse of an hymn was SUDg, and Mr. Lacey delivered the charge 
in their own language to the two evangelists, founded on li 
Tim. iv. 5. {middle clause:) "Do the work of an evan~list ;" 
from which he pointed out to them, I. What the work of an 
evangelist was ; II. The motives with which it should be Ullder-
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taken ; and ill. the feelings the evangelist should cnltivate if he 
•ould be successful. 

The whole ofthe Native Christians attended, with several En­
ropeans and others, and the char.I was comfortably filled. It is 
little to say that this was a good day, or the event of it one of 
interest. Angels and happy spirit, are interested in the affairs of 
men; "there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth," 
and doubtleBB the ordination of the two first native ministers of 
Christ among the U riyas was an event which camed joy in the 
presence of the angels of God in heaven, as it will when known 
njoice the hearts and encoUl"llge the faith of his sainta on earth. 
0 that their ordination may be the forenmner of many more, 
till Orissa shall be furnished with an ample nnmber of mia­
lionaries of the crOSB, raised np from amongst her own children, 
and fitted by the Spirit of God, to direct her benighted tribes to 
Christ, and bnild them up in their most holy faith ;-till Oriasa 
Mall no longer be a land of painful idolatrous pilgrimage ; no 
longer be stained with the blood, and whitened with the bones of 
hlllll&ll victims to an ugly and senselesa idol ; but shall lift her 
hands to the Lord, and say, "What have I any more to do 
with idols r" C. L. 

L"'t.-.Furllaer 'P""rua of the Englul,, Language, an4 of t!N 
Roman Charaeter, i11 India. 

In reverting this month to our usual supply of information 
under these heads, we will not tire our readers with any 
lengthened details of the progress of the great literary enter• 
prise or the present day ; the substitution of the Roman for all 
the different characters of the East. Suffice it to say, that the 
11781.em is spreading as rapidly as its warmest advocates can de­
sire. The Bible Society has ordered i00 copiea of the Roman• 
ized version of Martyn's Testament, now in progress of publica­
tion, for the use of the families of the European invalids at 
Gorakhpur, Chunar, &c., and a proP.osition (which there is 
every reason to suppose will be readily acceded to,) baa been 
made to Government by a distin~ished public officer, to intro­
duce the use of the new letten mto a large office in the Upper 
Provinces. As these are <ffficia.l recognitions of the system, they 
have been mentioned first m order, but there are other circumstan­
ces which afford still more satisfactory proof of succeu, among 
the first of which· we would mention, that the publication of books 
in the reformed character is no longer confined to the original 
projectors. Be11ide11 the numerous works which are in progreu 
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at tbe birth-place of the undertaking, we know that two die,. 
tionaries, two hymn-books, and a book of fablee are now in 
'V'ariom stages of completion, It is evident, that thoae who 
wish well to the enterprise, ought now to bestir themselves, 
and make some eo.crifice in aid of its advancement. The re-
10urces of a single individual have proved sufficient to try the 
·experiment of the practicability and advantage of the system ; 
but although he will not relax his exertions, the united means 
of many individuals will be required to establish it gene­
rally throughout this presidency. If only every third person 
of those who have expressed their approbation of it, were 
to undertake the Romanization, and printing, of a single Hin­
.dusthani or Bangali book, the entire popular literature of this 
side of India, would be turned into the new letters within the 
next six months ; and in this case, who can say what would 
be the extent of the chu.nge which the next six years would wit­
nesa? We are convinced that many will bestir themselves. We feel 
aatisfied that not only every third friend, but eoery friend, will 
contribute to the extent of his means. Let each take his favo­
rite book•, and after it has been duly invested in the toga, let 
him send it to be printed at the press, with which he happens 
to be connected ; and after it has been printed, Jet him set aside 
a certain number of copies for gratuitous distribution among 
literary or influential natives, and deposit the remainder at con­
venient places for sale to the people at prime cost. We ear­
•nestly request all who think well of the design, and wish it 
snccell8, to do aootething in. its behalf: and if the1 will do so, 
succeBS must be the inevitable result. Every thmg has been 
done which individual effort can accomplish, and our expecta­
tions must now be turned towards the public, for whose benefit 
the plan was p~jected, and without whose active co-operation, 
it is impossible that it can finally and generally prevail. The 
printin~ of books and periodical papers in the English charac­
ter, its mtroduction into schools and public offices, and its adop­
tion in public and private correspondence with natives, are the 
means, and may God bleBS the use of them. 

We now proceed with extracts from correspondence as usual. 

1. K..t.TAL 
Letur from a Murionary, daud Jan. 10, 1885. 

"I find from the ' Obeerver' that you have ordered to &he p1'818 the Ro­
manuecl Oriya books I aent you. I hope they will BOOD be forthcoming aa 
though I expect at first we shall have many difficulties, we are anxioua' to 
commence the use of them. I am now preparing the ' Element& of Natu.. 
nl Philosophy,' but cannot aay when it will be ready; the fint part I 
hope, will not be more than a fortnight from thi1 time." • 

• Where the worka are expeDlive, two or three pel'IOna may unite to 
priutthem. 
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Ba#ladfro,n II LdttJr dawl BurdrDGn, Deo. 8, 18H. 
1 am in ,real want of 11D Eogliah achool..mas&er for Bankanh ; fifty pro­

awng yonng men are waiti.Dg for a teacher, of whom 111me know to 
read already, ud our esteemed friend Mr. Lang i! ready to pay the 
i.acher's lllllary. If you could find us a competent person, IM.,,,,,_ ele 
ldur, we ahoald both feel veey much obliged to yon. The lllllary will be 
acmrdiag to hia ability, from SO to -IO rupees. I need not describe the 
charac:ter whim a man ia euch a aituation ought to bear, but I mut men.. 
tion that I lhould prefer a Clarvtitm Hindu or East-Indian; chle.lly 
becaaae there are a number of ChristiAD children to be instructed belong. 
ing &o the Regiment stationed at Bankur11h, and if the individual in qun. 
tiun aa grace in hia heart to aay .a word to the ediJiaation ef Ibale people, 
lie may pnn a ble.iDg aad be additionally uaefw. 

S. CaoTA NAoPua. 
Lam from 1111 qf/i,oer, dawl Oct. 13, 1836. 

TOllT efForta to aboU.h Penlan must, u It ll8elllll to me, carry the day. 
f'• ;mtmre, •hat a bleaing it would be to a diatriat like this to get rid or 
all die laterlopen whom oar Penian introdu-en who feed on the fat 
d'dle laud, and deprive the mitiva of all honounble and uaeful employ. 
menL If Hindi ud English were introduced, we should have a pledge for 
liaDeaty ia the pennaaent interest of the people employed ; while u it ia, 
.u native ot&oen have every Inducement to fill their pocket. and enjo, 
.._.. pina at home. 

TIie Bind.l Priman in the Rom1111 cbancter are very good indeed. 
n. Nllilta&li ahall he arranged ,n logG immediately. 

Fro• a N"""8 7'eri.aAer, dautl Irwianpur, 22Ja4 DlllJllffllJm-, 183._ 
On the 9lat ultimo, we opened the aehool in a tent, no houae being to 

Ila.ii uy built for the purpoee. The fin& day we laad ouly w: boy■ ; thill 
number, tlaough very incoDSiderabla, has by ■mall addition■ been after a 
month iDCll'fllllled to 21. Othen will, no doubt, lock from every direc­
tion •err aoon; and at all event., we may expect aome '° or .SO, in coune 
of IOID8 fi.-e or ■Ix months, if through the ble■liq of the Great Father 
- impedinMmt ■hould intervene. 
Thi■ ■mall number of boy1 I have divided into three c1&8888, They are 

all atadying lnnruetor, No. l, having laarnt the alphabet perfeotlv ; and 
eome being farther advanced. Be■ides thi■, they are ■tudyiog Hinduf in 
Jlamaa ebancter■, and have commenced writing. 

TIie N'8'Puriaaa are perfectly teachable, and like their muter■, u well 
the language they are ■tudying, very muoh. The ea■ine■■ and cheapn-
11'bh wbich a knowledge of the English lanpage can at this day be ac. 
41nired, IINllll to have made ■uch an impre■■ion upon some of their mind.I. 
tha& tuy would prefer it to Per■ian ; and what i■ more striking, even to 
their o,rn J.aa,rua«e. If, therefore, the natives of the land are ■o much 
di_,;«,eed to learn lngliah, what, I uk, will be the necel8ity after a number 
of yeani of employing Ulu in civil and military kachMrls? Certainly ■ome 
wholesome meuure■ ,Aou/tl be taken, whereby the school here may thrive 
and proaper ; for leaving the primary object of education aside, thia will 
fonn die ground-work for the abolition of the Per■ian language in thia 
place. 

In coaclnlion, I beg to Inform you that the natives here are not ■o mueh 
prejudicecl u the majority of the Benplia, or the La1's of Makka, and the 
Jlue1m'9• in general; they are open to conviction, ud would be obecliA, 
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ent and thankful to thoae who take an IDlereat ID their welfare. May till• 
achool, under the BWlpices of the mighty Ruler, be an humble meam of•­
cludinp; idolatry from this part of thia VBlt penwula I Oh I would thac 
theae N~uriaoa would one day deaert the Btandard of their Sri Kri■haa. 
LRkhaml, and a boat of god■ and godd-, and fullow the dic&a'8a oC 
Truth-genuine Truth. 

,. B.t.N'.f.R.f.L 

Eztmct frum a IAtln- dlJt«I &!:role, Banaru, NOfl. i3, 188' 
You will I am aure he glad to hear thatthe worthr Mr. Ruapini, Chap. 

lain of Ghazipur, ill arajoua to establish achool■ at h1a ltation, and I have 
reuon to hope that an opening for the introduction of the Roman alpAa­
~ ,y1tml will be efFeoted by hill instrumentality ; BI he hu applied to me 
for aome oopiea of the Sermon on the MollDt, Hinduatbinl and Englilh. I 
wi11h you would endeavour to ,:et Mr. Trevelyan'a addre. to the Na&ivea 
of Hinduathan relative to the Roman character, tnmalated intoU'"'", Per­
aian character, and aend me up &Orne copiea for diatribution. I have onlv a 
few in the Bangal1 character, and they are of but little uae at a place 
where all the respectable portion of BOCiety read and •peak U'rdu. 

You will I tru,t be ao kinfi u to me your inftuence regarding the booka 
I wrote for !Rtely, and al,io what I have now applied for, IO that I may ha.-. 
them - ; it grie\·• me to be obliged to diuppoint people 10 often u 
I am. 

Notwithlltllnding what your correapondent in the Calcutta Chrilltian Oh.. 
•"er uya about pictureir, nearly twenty ye.va eaperienoe in teaching ha 
convinced meoftheir u&e. Take for inatance a newapaper,-you will beallll0!4 
1111n to find in 10mepRrtof it mention madeofaome uteDBilor tool ofEuropean 
invention or manufacture, and pray, suppoaing it neoeaaary, how are you to 
explain the word to a native of the mufa1111il, who haa never seen the inatru­
ment or any thing like it? Oh deacrihe it, I shall be told. Very good, and. 
ao I will; but, llfter aJJ, what BBfll the old proverb," aeein!f la believing," and 
It is uJademanding too. A lfOod cheap well arranlfed lithographic pictunt 
book wouldbeinva1uable in a mufusilschool, I mean oneoontaioingaketchea 
of animah1: CBDleleoparda, Hippopotami, Crocodilea, &c. &c. are no\ 
often to be aeen alive, nor are plough•, pumps, barrows, scythes, sicklea, 
wheel.barrows, steam.engine&, fire.engin1111, at.age-coachea, &o. to be found 
at a mufllllllil Btation. I give you this AB a hint, and think you .uI agree 
with me that auch a work would, notwithatanding all that is uid aga.inn 
picture& and picture book&, be of no little uae. 

In my laat, I believe, I told you that the Church Mis&ionari• at Go. 
rakhpur are about eatabliabing achool■; I have already sent them a num. 
ber of booka, but they want many more Engliah elementary ones, whiah 
of oourae I ahalJ deapatch BI aoon AB I get a supply. They wrote al80 for 
10me globea, tboae which are advertised in the monthly lista for gratuitowi 
diatribution to the conductor& of achoo)L They, I believe, wiah f'or one an 
for their Engliah school, and one for their Native acboolL I want IIOIDe 
alao to 1end to Mr. Ruepini, and wiah for one or two for my own IICbool 
which I am happy to aay i, increasing in numbera. ' 

6. 8.t.HBAK. 
Eztract,/rom a Later dat«l Banaru, Sept. 6, IBS-i. 

A gentleman of Sueram, named "Shah Kablr-ud Din," whom I have 
met occuionally at Banuu, and IAW In hia own village on my journey frorn 
CalcuUa, four montha ago, i11 about to viait the capital of India, and baa 
begged me to furniah him with a note introductory to you. 
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Re· • anuoaa to oonfer with yoa respecting the eltabliahment of • 
llrilNiol II& &a.enm, which hu been a large and 8ouriabing place, though 
- in a decayed lllate. A 118111inary of in.truction in that part of the 
-ntry, If well ~. might doubtlesa be of great 118ffice to the inha-
liimata, but I know not if the amBtaDce required for the undertaking can 
l,egranted. 

6. Cau1u,L 
LIiio' from a M"l#io7ltJf'!I, daled CAunar, 22nt1 DtJotmabtJr, Hs,. 

I have to ofFer my thanks for your very kind letter reprding Roma. 
nWDjJ aada workw u are likely to be of general use. I only regret I wu 
Dot u home to reply to it earlier ; I waa out upon a Miimonary e.1:cunion. 

I fear my other duties will not permit my doing much now in the way of 
Romanm~, nor are any of my Orphan boys forward enough to usist in 
it = bat I do not despair of doing IOIDething when the heat of the weather 
will pre-rent mv itioerating. 

I well recollect, aome lli:deen or eighteen yean ago, a circular wu aent 
l'IIUnd for votea, for, and againet, Romanisilllf Martyn'• U'rdu Testament, 
and I - then decidedly for it, knowing what obltaclea the Peridan and 
Napri charaden prmented to many, who would gladly read the Hindu11-
lthaai in &he Roman character, but de1paired mu\ering the other alpha­
...._ It appean we were ont-voted, and theref'ore the thing dropped. 

Bad meh a thing been then done, we ahould have had, by thia time, 
twenty readen of the BindUBth1111i where we haH now but one. 

'1. GoR.&KBPOB. 
,-_a Gffllkman at IAlara, Mar Gt,raklapur, dalild October 20, 18S'-

Aa I bike .,-eat interest in the uperiment now in progrea for introduc­
ing the general use of the Roman character in eq,1'81111ing the vernacular 
laagoagea of lndin, which I regard u a mOllt important step toward■ eivi­
lbing and instructing the nativea, and facilitating communication between 
them and the European inhabitants of the country, I shRll be obliged to 
yoo. if you will forward to me by dak banghy any copies of' the ChriatiBD 
Oburver bearing upon the 111bjeet. I shall ahio be glad to receive a Iii& 
of any work■ which may Jiave been printed upon this Byltem, that I may 
make a aelection therefrom. I have alreRdy taught the l)'Btem to a writer 
in my employment, and am dealroua of extending it, through him, to other 
,--... iD my ■ervice. 

8. LAKBNAU. 
Eztracufrt1m IAter•, daUtl N-,,ber and~. 188'. 

I have the pleuure to send you 110 oft.he Moral Precepts, romanized; 
do not you think it will be R good plan to print the whole book separately 
• little Yolume■ of the Library ; or half the impreaion might be bound in 
thia way, and the other half in two volumea, aa perhapa better 1uJted 
for c1- books in achool11. 

A monehi here, who reada English, and hu been employed in translat­
ing and romanizing, at fint said, that he preferred reading Hindu■th6nf in 
the Penian character ; but now that he hu become accustomed to the Ro­
man character, he ia ,tradually changing his opinion. 

I apeet tha& oontribution11 to your native Moral and Entertaining Libra­
ry will crowd in upon you. I think I know five penona preparing in■truc­
ti.-e bookL 

A lady from whom I heard ye■terday, a very 111perior penon with an 
eJ1cellmat mind, •ya, ■he wishe■ you would romanize the whole Bible; 
and she bu given me a commiulon to have printed a maall volume of Ro-
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111ani1M Hindut.lwit hynma, for the ue of the female llllhool 1aeN : ladeed 
it will be of general uae. It iii delightful to - t'- holding • hip l&a.. 
tion in aociety, uerting their iolaence -d devoting thamlelv• to the 
good of the people. 

I find the Munahia take very p1-ntly to the Roman letten ; two have 
written me fNIU in it, though their apelling u yet i■ very independent ol 
all rule I Cheap copy-books to extend the ■y■tem will be Yery neceaary. 

Judge i,ahib aab hukmo» ko apae hatb Be likt' bai, 11111' log, Muql aur 
Mud•1'Jaihl, la ko dekhkar, bahut khu■b haig l 

Angrezt harfon 1118 Munahi Rishw&tflir ka sulm mauquf hog6, la wute, 
ki Judge 8'hib a6 dp aab ~ parhene, ■ur 'P hukm likhenge. 

If you have • mind to publiah another Copy-book, I lhall be happy to 
mpply you with ■uch ■entenOIII u the preeedlng. 

The plan of giving enracw from corre■pondenoe aboat the p~ ol 
En,rliah and Roman character, in the 0-"er, is n:oellent. It ■hen all 
concerned that they are not alou. " In union there iii ■trensth-" 

,. DllRLI, 
Eztract from a Leller dattJd D,Ni, Dix,. ,, 183'. 

About the new orthography you ma:, aet your mind quite at red. It ia 
pttiag on here u well u yoa could de■ire. 

10. LoD14N.f.. 
Litter from an Qfflcer, daud 2.'trtl Deotnnber, 183'. 

Your good and worthy friend l\lr. Lowrie, (I hope to call him mine 
alao, when we have become better acquainted, for he p081188188 very ■trong 
claiDIS in my opinion to be esteemed and admired,) haa, I am very glad 
to say, recovered bi■ health, and ao long aa the cold weather continues, 
I have no fear of its preservation ; but I lament to say that Dr. Mac.. 
Gregor, bis medical adriaer, is of opinion, that his constitution cannot with­
ltand the heat of the climate. I need acarcely aa■ure you, that thia 
unforeaeen re■ult hu been a subject of great regret to me, and dis­
appointment to Mr. Lowrie ; for I had anticipated his location here u 
of the highest importance to the moral and intellectual improvement oC 
our fellow creature■ in this part of the world, where his labours were 
certain of being proaecuted with auc:oeaa. To alleviate in some degree. 
however, the painful concem with which I am 1Ure you will receive 
thl■ information, I 801 happy to announce that your ei:cellent friend is now 
e~ in giving a permanent foundation to two schools which we have 
established at this place. The one is in Cantonments, the other within my 
estate. Wha& we -nted above all things wu the introduction of a ,,._ 
tematic coune of inatrnction, which an ei:perienced peraon of Mr. Lowrie'• 
chlll'IICter and ability could alone confer; and notwithstanding the laudable 
n:ertiona of Bbahamat Ali, the progreaa that has been J1111de in my school 
duri!IJ the last fifteen days, under the occa■ional 1Uperintendance or Mr. 
Louie, 1UIBciemly prov• how imperfect the previoua tabors of Shahamat 
were, and the advantage we have pined, even should it ao be ordained. 
by the temporary residence of Mr. Lowrie among UL I will not yet alto.. 
,ether forego the hope of his continuance here ; at least until hi■ place 
can be 1Upplied by one of the two fellow Hi.-iourie■ whom he expects 
from America. 

11, 84a.t.R. 
EnOl1I f,... • r,,,,.,. from - <>.#Der, dallltl Sagar, !Hila D,a. 1884.. 

I have the pleuure to send you a draft. for the ■um of thirteen rupea, . 
11D aaxnmt of the packet of the Sermon oa the .llollDt in the .Boman cha... 
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nc&er. Aa - • the Enpah teacher COlllel, and Krlahna Ra ntarm, 
- llhall open oar .Euglish claa, and get 10me of the napectable people 
lo ba·.-e lheir - mtared. W1ial makee me mm& amdao■ fur thi■ Eng .. 
li■h claa i■ the conclusion that we ■hall ■ooner or later, and right OI' 
.-.-«, make Engtiah the lannaae of our oourt■: and the belief that we 
■hall bl...!'!:• mea■ure more iLan by any other eetrange and illolate our­
aelv• the great - of the people, unie. we have membera ofthe re. 
■pedable inhabitant& of every pnmnoe and di■triet fitted to fill the olicee. 
To bring native■ for thoee oJlica who baYe been edw:ued in Calcutta 
or in 1111y clilltant pruvince, and ban their familie■ at 111ch a diatance, 
would be • peat evil ; and by beginning e■rly I think we are obviating 
tile a.-ity for it. I want, too, a I ban abady told you, to ■ee our 
intercaune with natin gentlemen of education placed upon a more ea■y 
ad ..,_a,le footing th1111 it now is. If eYery native gentleman were able 
to rnd oar Engllah new■papen, and ■ome of our belt authon, oar inter­
rie- with them waold be quite dUferent from what they now are, though 
they might not be better men in any relation of life. In ■clence of coune 
the aativ• are children, and require Engli■h u t.he be■t mean■ of ac­
•oiriag it. I ma_y vent.are t.o ■ay, that any nntive youth might l•rn En­
rl-, 1111d be well tllla«datJ in all that it contain■, in the ■ame time that he 
•oald, upon the ordinary ■yatem, require to learn the Sanakrit 1anpap 
alGae. 

l!i. LMPTI. 
Lellt,r from a Gm&lman, dtutJiJ fill Oct. 18S6. 

An oflicer II& Kampti has writ.ten me, that he is about ■et.ting op a ■chool 
in 1wi Regiment, and will shortly require a quantity of boob from the 
Li!i&a. In the meantime he de■iree ma t.o ■end him the pamphlet on the 
~ plan, and a few Angla-Hindu■tluinl boob, t.ogether " wlt.h a 
~ plan of int.rodw:ing English among natin boys on a Scriptural buiL" 
Perhapa in thia la■t-mentionecl you could kindly ■Bord ma ■ome liwa -. 
lidance. 

IS. M£emPva. 
An officer at thil station, lp8llking of the heavy ezpenea of d6k 1,anghl 

eonveyance, Ufll, " I regret this le11 on my own account than on that. of 
my Native friends, many of whom, if supplied with the elementary work■ 
recommended by Mr. Trevelyan, and romaniNrl aceordiog to his pcellent 
IIJlllem, would gladly commence upon acquiring thelllll8lv81, and endeavour­
ing to give their children, an Engliah education." 

14. "BAll'&ALOBB. 

Ezh'ad qf a Idler, dat«J. Dea. 17, 1836. 
I have l8eD your Romanizing plan. It is nearly the 11me u I n■ed when 

in Calcutta. If you wish for the Tamil and Canaren alphabets t.o fill up 
your table, I ahall be happy t.o 1end them. Can you send me a few 11118!1 
books on the llan ; and u I have lei■lll'e, I will put them int.o Canu .. 
and Tamil, an rat.nm them for you to do u you pleua with. 

IS. Btr-AB. 
Ezlrad qfa letur from Moulmein, dat«J. Jrm. II, JBS&. 

I haYe just time to write a line t.o you, ere the packet will be clOled. I 
laan ■een Mr. Trevelyan'■ little book, but a■ yet have not had muoh time 
t.o uamine it. You have probably 11een before t.his what Meaar■. Bannett and 
8l'OWD aent you upon this subject. I am in favour oft.heir plan, becauBe it 
aeema lo me the moat. ■imple of any I have Been. Some of us, I believe 
I told yoa, have written t.o our Board re■pecting our printing in the Ro-
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man ahaneter. I fear there will be c,1,jeetiona in their minds, which aonld 
not euily be removed, uni .. aome one in favour of it were on the spot to 
explain to them the great objeat. I hope you will send a specimen of your 
doillfJII in Calcutta to Boston, and thia may do much to lead our friend■ IO 
determine that the Karen lhould now be priated in the Roman chanoter. 

Do you or T- lmc,w CoL- Principal Commi.ary of Ordnance 1 He i• 
a man of great talent, and in all probability would, from the reaaonahleu­
of the plan, appro-.e of the RolDllll letters being uaed imtead of ahocldog 
Hinduf. 

Now in the anenal, he hu a boat of native book-keepers, wbo 
keep the rough anenal book■ of receipt■, and i ... ea, in Hinllul or 
Bangdll, (in Perrian, Nagarl or Ba"9dli olaracl4tr, n,qedit,elg.] But how 
uaeful would it be, were all hia anenal oonllador, and _,.,,,ant, to be ~ 
to NIii tlto.e boob; that in abort de ftDIN ldtM, _,,,14 be and for all 11N 
6oo/ca in the anenal. All the native book-keepen could learn the U 
Roman ldll!r1, and begin the new l)'lltem almoat wit.bin a month. I think 
if T-- were to propound thil to ao eenaible • mind u Col. --•• i~, he 
would approve. The plan would apply to the toAo/e of tA, Ortl1111rue 
D,partmmt, with great benefit; ta the l)'ltem of book-keeping would 
oome within the check of Engli■h IICIOOuntant■, and the whole department 
would be alike. This ia very applicable to the Commiuariat, Polit Ollic:e, 
and, indeed, every public oflloe in India where there are native book-keep. 
en writing pubbo accounts, in letters, which none but themllelvea e&ll 
read I Coll«lor,' qfJk,A e■peciallv would benefit by thi.a. 

I am trying the Hflriment, and I find the Munahi1 take to it with. 
teeming pleaaure. U II only 2& new letters to learn I Were a good papttr 011 
thia aubject of public native accounts drawn out and ciroulated, it might do 
much good I may perhaps draw out a rough draft of one, and und it to 
you. Government, I think, would even order the public aootnmtl to be 
kept in that way. 

The preceding notices from our own correspondence, and 
others which we have lately furnished, in addition to what ( did 
our limits allow) we 1hould most gladly extract from the pages of' 
cotemporaryjournals, will fully satisfy our readers, that the cause 
of English education is steadily advancing. We may add, as 
another proof of this pleasing fact, that the demand for School 
'Books is gradually increasing, not only in this presidency, but 
in others. We particularly refer to Madras, where through 
,·arious causes the efforts to promcfte solid English education 
among the natives, have been hitherto but partial and inefficient; 
and where the School-Book Society, which was some years 
since formed in that presidency, had been suffered to become 
extinct. We learn with peculiar pleasure, that some copies of 
the " Monthly Lists" having lately reached Madras, an order 
for no less than 2000 rupees worth of School-Books bas been 
selected from them, and ordered from a Calcutta bookseller. 
We regard this as a pledge, that the friends of Educa­
tion at the sister presidency are determined to exert them­
selves, and to compete with, if not to excel, their aBSOciatea in 
the good work in our own. We need not say, that any ae­
mtance in our power will be most gladly afforded them. 
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X.-Oratorioi and Profemonal Singing in the HOUlle of God. 
To &be .Editor of the CbriaUan Obaerver. 

11D. 
I ba•• been much utonilbed at the undeaened cemure upon the 

Bilbop of London which baa appeared in the Londoq Papen, bece11111 
tbt wonhy prelate objected to the church being tumed into a place of 
wilM!Wfflt, which iii the object of Oratorioa. I am IUN, ifthe Editon 
ol tlaae papen were aerioualy to re.fleet on the origin of thl!illl mUBioal 
festinla, they would change their cemure into praise of that u:cellent. 
Biallop'■ conduct. On reference to H11•kin'• Hiat.ory of Muaic, h will be 
flan.. &ha& Oratorioe are an avowed imitation of the Opera ; with only 
dlia cli6ettnce, that the foundation of them iii alwa)'II BOme religioua 
or at leaat IOllll moral nbject. Tbat u:celleat divine, the Rev. John 
Newton, in hi.I aermon " on the Lord coming to hie Temple," Bt.ri.ki.Dgly 
ahibit.■ the impropriety of conduct chugeable on Christian people who 
ll&teDd On&orioa. ID thia t111111, he remark., " a number of condemned· 
arimioals chooee to make the aolemnitiee of their impending trial, the 
dlarader of their judge, the method of hie procedure, and tbe awful 
~ to which they are eq,oeed, the ground of a m1111ical enter­
taiamenL And u if they were quite unconcerned in the event, their 
a&&en&ioo ia chiefly futed upon the akill of the composer, in adopting 
the e&yle of hie mueic to the l'ery aolemn language and nbjeot with 
,rlaidt they are viB.in.g. The memiage of redeeming love ie eat to 
mllllic ; and this, together with man'a sinful nRture, and the fearful doom 
a,nWng them if they continue obstinate, ia mng for their divenion, 
_,..panied with the 10Und of comet, flute, h11rp, aackbut, paaltery, 
•ulc:imer, and all kinda of inatrumenta !" 

While the mueical taste of 111cb a people may be landed, aurely there 
are few true Goapel miniaten who would not deeply mourn over their in­
aeosibility. But the London Courier, who ie laviah of hi1 abu■e of the Bi­
•op of London, allude■ aJao to el'ery penon of like aentimente, ,. whose 
Jeligioua ■elllibili\iee ( 1111ye the Editor) ■hrink with horror from the 
thought of listeni.Dg to word■ of BBCred imr.rt from the lip■ of Btage per. 
formen and prof111111or■ of the mUBical art:' but I would submit for the con­
sideration of the Editor, whether it iB conai■tent with a deep ■enee of our 
Mly nligion to bring into the choir of God's houae penon■ who perhap1 
only a few boon before were performing on the ltage of a theatre. In 
Chronicl111 we find, that the Bingen in God's hou■e were the chief men of 
the Le-,itioal tribe ; in the Chri■tian Greek Church they are ordiuned mi­
ni.Aten, and in the cathedral■ in Europe they originally con■i1ted of thoilll 
brought up for the miniatry. Would it then aeem fitting that a graduate 
for die aerrice of God ■hould be one night in a play.hou■e, r:rforming, ancl 
the next day, ■inging the prai188 of hie Redeemer? Sear e in hi■ Chris­
tian Remembraocer, very appropriately obaerv111, "I cannot but ahake my 
head when I hear an officer of the Church calling upon the people to ling 
• to the praise 11.Dd glory of God,' and immediately hell a dozen merry men 
ln • high place ahall take up the matter, and moat loudly chant it away to 
die pnme and glory of themselv111: the tune perhapa ■hall be too dilllcult 
for th~ greater part 9f the congregation, who have no leilure to 1tudy 
c-ro&cheu and quaven; and ao the moat delightful of all public worahiP, 
is •relted from \hem, aud the prai888 of God taken out of their mouth. ' 
But when the whole congregation reapond to the call, it ii ■uited through 
Divine grace to kindle in the heart& of all pl'888nt a fire of zeal and love 
IIOd devout dectiooe ; and thUB a holy peace of mind ii awakened b)' 
th- attempt.a at Chriltian p■almody. 

I hope, dear air, aome one better qualified thau I am will take up thi1 
RbjecL A IV.BICBUIIIL 

p 
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REVIEW. 

Vidwan-Moda 7'ar11ngini, or Founlain of PleaBUre . to the 
Learned,, tranalaterl mto Englial&, by Ma/If,, Rajo Kall 
Kmhna Ba/aadur, etc. fc. 
The Work thll& e,ntitQ.led first appeared in 183!!, from the 

Serampore Pre11St containing with the SaW1Crit original in the 
Bengali character, the same English version now attached to. 
the Devanagari. The difference of character therefore excepted,. 
the present is simply a reprint of the former edition, without 
alteration or improcement. Even the title-page still profe&8881 
to be a first tld.ition; though a dedication to Lord W. BEN­
TINCI: u of a aecond edition, is subjoined, and a short paragraph 
inserted in the Advertisement, with thedate 1884. In that addi­
tional paragrafh it is stated, that " the present edition has been 
made at the suggestion of Mr. C. E. Trevelyan, the Depy. Secy. 
to the Government,and hi~hly approved by Mr. Secretary W. H. 
Macnaghten, and Captam A. Troyer, A. D. C., for the better 
understanding of the inhabitants in the Upper Provinces ; "" 
meaning, it is preAUmed, that the Devanagari character has been 
substituted for the Bengali, in otder to render the publicatioa 
available for the natives of the Ultra-.Bengal Provinces. Whe­
ther the highly respectable gentlemen here named, as recom­
D)ending and approving of the re-impression, have found leisure 
from their nllD;l.erous and highly wportant avocatioD8 to exa­
mine attentively the original work, and eoiapare it with the 
present publication, we have DO means of determining, nor is it. 
of coasequence to learn ; since it is to be inferred that they were 
simply the advisers of the propriety of J?Utting within the reach 
of educated natives of the upper countries, such esteemed origi­
nal works, accompanied with an English version, as desened a 
wider extension than while perpetuated in MS. only, they 
could ever obtain ; so, at the same time, exciting a taste for 
the study of the language and literature of their Europe&ll 
Rulers, and advantageo1181y and effectually qualifying them fol' 
punning larger me1LSUres of acquirement, while widening tlte 
raage of W eetern. wisdom and science. 

The Raja's object is a highly laudable one, his exert.ions 
doubtless well-D1-tentioned, and therefore meritorious. An u:­
ami.n&tion aJ.o~ of his.publication can enable us to decide upon 
the measure in which the execution is calculated to accomplish 
the proposed· design. 

This may be considered twofold-lit, to aid the English 
student in the perusal and understanding of the original San­
skrit work; indly, to e.ssist the native leamer, in the acquisition of 
the English language, while lea.ding him to a better acquaintance 
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with tbe philoeophy t,f hit country. In either oue, the 
lnnalat.ion abould not only be ru:curate, but adhere as cloeely to 
the original 88 may be consistent with idiom and purity of 
atr.le. Where the sense and meaning -of the author are not 
faithfully and clearly conveyed, the European will be led into 
error, or left, without help, to rely on his own single jndgment i 
and where the verwion i11 ob8CllJ'e, inelegant, or unidiomatic, the 
native will be in danger of miaappreh:ending its purport, and 
of aequirin~ an erroneous, unclassical, or barbarous phraseology. 

Now it IB not with the remotest feeling of disretipect to the 
JUj, Kali Krishna, that we are compelled by truth and just 
criticism, to pronounce that the present pnblicatidn will not, in 
our judgment, stand the test of examination by the foregoing 
canon. His is neither a faithful translation nor a correct one. 

But we must first describe the original work, which is an inter­
locutory poem, or dramatic dialogue, of the eimple&t construc­
tion. The deeign of it is to ex:poae the tenets and practices of 
the various Hindu sects of mixed Philosophy and Theology. It 
eompril!e8 eight cantos or acts, numbering in 8UJD nearly 400 
8blokas or couplets, in metrical composition, besides portions 
of proll8 intermixed, in which the characters are introduced, 
explanations given, &c. These eight cantos are poetically 
termed by the author so many Taranga8 or taatiu, fanning 
togeUier the Vidwan-Moda Tarangini, or W aTinJ River of 
Pleasure to the Wise. It was composed b;r Chiranj1va, a cele­
brated Pandit (or scholar) of Gaur, the ancient capital of Lower 
Beogal, in the rei~ of Da~sha, king of that_eountty, according 
to Ward, (the IUja K. Krishna, llays ef Viktama Sena;) and 
is written in various metres1 from the annstup of two Padaa 
or bemistfohs, in each of the two lines of ,he Bhloka, to the Pra­
kriti of twenty-one. 

The eondnct of the poem is ae follows :-la the first canto or 
prologue, the author, after an obscure and highly ima~nstive 
m•ocation of the godd88B Durga to aid his intellect, grves his 
OWD genealogy, with laudatory details of his memorabfe ance&­
ton, their worb and learnmg. In the second canto, the 
monarela is represented nrrounded by his comtiers, W'hil& 
individuals of each sect of philosophy and theology, as well as 
profea80?'8 of grammar, rhetoric, &c. appoach to partake of an 
entertainment to which they had preVIously been invited. A 
weD-informed eomtier introduces each aa he advances, to the 
royal notice, by a auccinet enumeration of his characteristio 
appearance, dress, and manner. Airoaching the monarch, all in 
turn address him in 8'rain11 of min d compliment and 'hle811ing, 
corresponding te their several pee ar notione or profearions, and 
inoking the d~ities speciall1 regarded by their several sects. 
8e when tile 8lur.nra (or worshipper of Shiva) eaten;" tile ot>11J'tier 

PI 
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.thus spoke to the lUja.-His bead is covered with matted hair, 
bis waist girded with a tiger-skin, and his body decorated with 
Vibhooti ( the a.shes of cow-dung), from the upper part of which 
is seen euspended a garland of Rudrikshya (red berries). He 
comes forward and blesses the Riji in the following strain :­
May he whom the Vedas always sing of, and the Yugees (or 
devotees) constantly contemplate ; by whose authoritative com­
mand deities are created, protected, and destroyed ; he who, 
though he be incorporeal, yet for the salvation of his people 
became corporeal ; even He whose only reflexion is his own 
glorious self, and who enlightens the world, preaene your life 
from danger !" 

The description of the N ya yaka ( or logician) is characteristic : 
"On his tongue Saraswati, the goddeSB of speech (eloquence), 
appears as it were to sport; he looks upon all, himself excepted, 
as a straw in point of knowledge." The Vedanti or pantheis­
tic philosopher's salutation is equally expreBBive of the peculiar 
notion of his sect: " May your mind be freed from illUBions, and 
become duly enlightened by ready understanding; may you 
have a right estimation of yourself, and be free from all earthly 
ties of relationship, with which the heart of every individual on 
earth is engrossed, and by which the knowledge of the one God, 
whose BUD-like spirit floats upon the waters, and who alone ia 
all-wise, supremely happy, dwelling in light, the unknown, and 
yet the all-present, is forgotten !" 

The last who is introduced is the N astika or atheist, (pro­
perly a Bauddha or Buddhist, according to the &BBertions of the 
orthodox Hindus.) "This person steps with great prudence­
and caution, swee,r.ing the ground he is treading, lest be should 
injure any insect; (they are represented always to carry a broom 
for the purpose, as being peculiarly tenacious of abstinence from_ 
all injury to animated creatures;) "with his hair dishevelled, 
he approaches and speaks thus:-Al88 ! bow has the heart of your 
majesty been misled by adhering to the sayin~ of treacherous 
people ; your majesty pays homage to mere idols, and thinks 
that by so doing, 88 well as by sacrificing animals in honour of 
them, you perform a pious deed, which will ensure your m~jeaty 
everlasting bliss ! May ;our me.Jesty then he just and upright, 
by following the path o true wisdom." Here the argument of 
the book commences. The entrance and speech of the N astika 
excite a general movement among the courtiers, who, says the 
translation, "justly ridicule the man,and express their detestation 
of his impiety :-0 vile infernal creature, whence comest thou!., 
Upon which be in turn reproaches them with " slaying harm­
leas animals, and yet pretending to meritorious actions . .,, The 
Mimaosaka or V edic ritualist first takes up the gauntlet, and 
carries on an argument with the atheist, who, having worsted hia 
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mt&gonlllt, ia neit encountered by the V edinti or pantheist, with 
,r\o@.e defeat the aecond canto concludes. In the third, the con­
test is resumed by the Tirkika or Sophist, or general dis­
putant., who professes to investigate every thing, and to decide 
by just reason alone. The atheist is here represented as having 
the worst of the argument, and is at length driven to admit, 
though reluctantly, and for the nonce, t.he being of an Almighty 
Raler, but still denies his eternity: till he is at len~h " complete­
ly confuted and cenBUred by the courtiers for his incapacity to 
argue, aa well as for his ignorance of mythology. The theologist 
began in the meantime to triumph over his opponent, and it wu 
uninrsally admitted, that mpematural power belonged to Him, 
who is the sole Lord of men, and the great Governor, as well u 
the 6nal Destroyer of heaven and earth, under whose parental 
protection his creatures enjoy tranquillity of mind, and through 
wbo@e divine aid, atheism and its supporters may at any time 
be confounded and destroyed." This conclUBion is certainly 
just iD it.elf, and leaves an impreBBion favourable to piety and 
virtue; but in the conduct of the dispute it is more than doubtful 
whether the atheist does not bring forward arrment11 which 
bis opponents do not always eft'ectually meet. This whole contest 
with the atheist is both the most animated and moat interesting 
portion of' the entire drama, and certainly aft'ords a very favour­
able specimen of the author's powen. We shall give an abstract 
of' its principal parts as an inducement, we hope, to some of our 
readen to peruse the entire work. Ha..,.rcn,-i.r. • 
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