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CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

February, 1835.

1.—On Infanticide in Réjputina.

g To the Editor of the Christian Observer.
IR,

There are but few officers who have visited Mdlwé and Réj-
puténa, who are not well aware that many of the Réjput, and
some other tribes of these provinces are, and have for ages
been, in the habit of destroying their female offspring on their
birth. Circumstances have placed it in my power partially to
sscertain the extent to which this practice 18 carried in some
quarters of these provinces; and as the ﬂarticulam cannot but
be of deep interest to the benevolent public, and to every mem-
ber of that paramount Government whose duty it is to do its
utmost to eradicate this inhuman practice from within the
range of itsa‘inﬂuencle;{, 1 shﬁl‘l proceet; to state ﬂlt:;m.
it hupos o The Hard Réjputs, who give their name to Ha«
Lo i, o heads of whith £l the thrones of Bandi sod
Kota, are much given to this horrifying practice. I know man
cases in which individuals of this tnbe have destroyed their
daughters, but 1 cannot state the extent to which infanticide
is practised throughout the whole tribe. Algji Hér4, Jagirdér
of Koila, and a near heir to the throne of Kota, has destroyed
several of his daughters. The last that was born to him was
preserved by the maternal affection of his lady. 'When the child
was born and announced to be a girl, the Thékur issued the
order for its immediate destruction. The mother interceded :
the proud Thékur, whose circumstances have been much strai-
tened by the persecutions with which the late Rij Réné Madhu
Singh visited his attachment to his kinsman the Mahéréu, in-
dignantly asked how in the present low ebb of his fortunes he
was to provide the means for a suitable match for the girl, and
repestes his order that the Madéir juice be forthwith adminis-
tered to the innocent babe. The mother still besought for the
infant’s life. The day bappened to be the anniversary of the
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68 On Infanticide in Réjputina. (Fes.

birth of Krishna, the tutelary divinity of the Harés. ¢ For Srf
Krishnaji’s sake spare the innocent babe,” cried the fond mother:
¢ Oh pollute not this sacred day by the commission of so black
a 6in.” The Thékur relented, and this single daughter
to the house of Koila lives to bless the name of Krishna.
These particulars were given to me by a son of Apji, whom
1 lately met in M&lw4.

whiem ruyputs T he Khichi Réjputs of Khilchipur are still more
of Khilkhipur.  jpyeterately addicted to the practice than the Hiré
tribe. With a view to ascertain the extent to which the
practice was carried in this small principality, an inquiry
was directed to be made of the number of sons and daugh-
ters now living of all the nobles of Khilchipur. The re-
sult of this inquiry is almost beyond belief. In 157 fami-
lies (chiefly Khichis and kinsmen of the R4jié Sher Singh,
with & few Rhatores, Umuts, &c.) there were found to be
only 82 daughters where there were 189 sons living.

Umut Ripputeof Nas- In the adjoining petty principalities of Nar-
angurh and Rilgarh. gingarh and Réjgarh, the practice would seem,
from a similar inquiry, to be not much less general. In 63 fami-
lies in which inquiry was made in Nursingarh, there appeared
to be but 19 daughters, whilst there were 75 sons living. In 18
families in Réjgarh the result was 21 boys and but 10 girls.

I cannot be answerable for the entire correctness of these
results : but in such cases as I have myself had an opportunity
of verifying I have found them correct. Now as the most ex-
tended inquiries of philanth.rogists in Europe and Asia have all
shewn one result, viz. that the births of males and of females are
of nearly equal amount, the only inference to be drawn from
this disparity is, that females equal or nearly equal in number to
the diﬂgrence here exhibited have been destroyed. My know-
ledge of the fact however does not rest solely on this inference.
Many instances of infanticide in these Khichi and Umut
families have at the time of their occurrence come within my
actual knowledge : the chiefs themselves have from time to time
admitted their culpability in having destroyed one, two, or three,
or all of their female oftspring at their birth, pleading in exte-
nuation hereditary custom, their high caste which would be
defmded by alliances with inferior tribes, and their inability
duly to meet the exgenses of a marriage which they deemed
suitable to their high descent, and vain pretensions. It is chiefly
in those tribes of Réjputs, who in their pride deem themselves
more illustrious in regard to caste than their neighbours, that the
custom prevails. The inferior castes, who will give their dangh-
ters in marriage into higher castes, (the members of which will
not however give theirs in return to them) seldom have recourse
to infanticide: in these castes the custom is generally regarded
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asainful, and visited with excommunication. In several of those
tribea long habituated to the practice, a few chiefs of a warm
benevolence have existed who have done their utmost to suppress
the custom ; who have themselves not only set the best example
by preserving their own daughters, but promised to their poorer
but equally high born kinsmen sach pecuniary assistance as
might be required to provide suitable matches for their daughters.
The celebrated Jai Singh, the Rijé of Jaipur, as in other respects
go also in this, shewed himself superior to the spirit of the a;

in which he lived. But his endeavours to suppress infnnticigz
have not succeeded better than his attempt to introduce second

Kuchwaha and Ras- ID8ITIBgeS ; for I know several recent instances
=i Rljpau of Jupur- of Kachwahas and Rajawats of the Jaipur
territory, who, though publicly known to have destroyed their
daughters, have met with neither punishment from the Jaipur
Government, nor public and general condemnation from their
neighbours.

maaom The Rhatores of Marwdr practise it less than their
of Mérwir- peighbours; I know not whether they have entirely
abandoned the practice; I know of no instance of a Rhatores

Ranewuts having destroyed his infant daughters. The Ranawat
of Mewir. tribes of Udaipur still practise the crime, but I know
not to what extent. Instances of infanticide in this tribe have
come to my notice.

The Jhala Réjputs, to which tribe the late Zilim Singh of
Kota belonged, (£) not, I believe, practise infanticide, neither
do the Saktawat, nor several other families in Mewér.

roovan. The Thikur of Agra Burkhera, near Bhilsa, a
chief of the Ponwar tribe, has frequently confessed to me, that
the straits to which the oppressions of gcindia’s Amils had re-
duced him, had driven him to destroy the two or three daughters
that had been born to him; and [ doubt not but that several of
his many kinsmen have followed an example exhibited in such
a high quarter. ' .

This Thikur, and also the R&jis of Khilchipur, Rijgarh,
and Narsingarh have gone through the form of renouncing the
practice, and have issued prohibitions againet it to all their
snbjects. This is certainly matter of gratulation, but too much
stress ought not to be laid on this single act.

Rajpat tibesof Asde. The custom was formerly practised to a great
extent, I have understood, in Aude. I beheve that many Hindu
chiefs of those parts have now voluntarily sworn to their spiri-
tual Gurus, that they will henceforth abandon it. But doubt-
lessly, through the whole of the North Western Provinces of
Hindusthén and Aude, and in Cutch and Guzerat, instance_s of
infanticide are constantly occurring amongst all the Rijput

bes. .

1
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Puryr Minworss.  But the practice is not confined to Réjputs® :
baspur. when I lately passed along the frontiera of Bun-
di, Udsipur, and Jaipur, especially in the neighbourhood of
Jahazpar, I discovered that infanticide was generally practised,
also by the P;Eynr Minas, a race of wild mountaineers here-
ditarily addicted to plunder.

On the occasion of my first visit in January and February,
1888, my stay was not longer than 15 days; during this period,
however, 1 was enabled to ascertain with a considerable degree
of correctness the extent to which the practice was carried on in
all the principal villages of the Puryar Minas. The following
statement contains the result of my inquiries in Jahazpur of
Udaipur, and Tonkra of Bundi.

MEewar. Jahaspur Parganna.

No. of fa-] No. of
X No. of hoys| .
. milies of] Y¥\girls under
Villages. Puryar u;:der I2years 7o years of] Remarks.
Minas. [ %8% age.
Berilohérf, ... B85 51 14
Chotilobér, — 58 66 14
Garolf, .. 7 79 12
Polys, 5¢ 26 13
Kurarys, o] 61 38 18
Guramgarh, - 18 N () -
Manohargarh, 7 88 [ed. 4
Gira, | 40 [Notascertuin-| 10
Byethf, oo | 80 Do. 18
Bownpi. Tonkra Parganna.
iNo. of fi No. of]
e No. of boys| .
\ ilies © Y¥igirls under
Villages., Purya:'l:?d"uymk; years of
Minas, age. age.
In this n.lhge is
the temple of the
Oomur, ceveew| 76 28 4 venerated divinity
. of the Puryar M§.
nas.
Dewakakhers, ss 44 4
Butwari, .| 20 9 2
The inhabitants of
:lu's village con-
essed that the
Puprals, weeee| 15 ] 0 had destroy e{
every girl born in
their village,

* I have frequently been informed by the present Nawib and minister
of Bhopél, that Bébé Kén Singh Riséldér, s Sikh chief of rank and influence,
and also Guru of the Bikhs in Bhop4l, has destroyed all his daughters ;
that he has heen induced to do this not from poverty, but from pride,
disdaining to give in marriage his daughters to any man of his tribe, not
of equal estimation with himself.
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To what a horrifying extent does the destruction of human
life sppear to have been here habitually carried on: without toe
attracting the notice or reprobation in the least degree either of
the public or of the local Governments!! Here the Mings
without reserve admitted to me that they had destroyed each
one, two, or three daughters, as the case might be. Rijputs
bave recourse to the practice from inability to meet the ex-
penses of suitable alliances. They have recourse to it from
a mistaken vanity, but plead no justification either from any
injunction in the Shéstras, or from tradition. The Minas how-
ever bave a tradition, inculeating the duty and propriety of
destroying their daughters: and adduce divine authority infavor
of the practice.

The Riniji of Udaipur, some time before my arrival at
Jahazpur, issued an order prohibiting the Minas from destroy-
ing their daughters: the order however had received no kind
of attention either from the Minas or his local officers. The
Bundi Rdu Réjé and the Rij Rind of Kota were, at the in-
stance of the late acting political agent, induced also to prohibit
the practice within their domains ; and the Governor General, on
the receipt of the intelligence, wrote Kharitas to these princes,
and also to the Réniji of Udaipur, expressing the high satisfac-
tion which His Lordehip had derived from this report of their
humane endeavours to suppress this cruel practice in their
territories.

Circumstances led me a year afterwards to the same frontier :
I found that the orders of the Rén Riji of Bundi had been
very strictly enforced. All the female children born in the
Bundi Mina villages within this period, with the exception
of one, had been preserved, and the parents of the one which
had been destroyed had been rigorously punished by the worthy
Amil of Tonkra, Thikur Kishor Singh. On all who had
preserved their daughters in this interval, the Bundi Govern-
ment bestowed presents of dresses, and also silver wristlets for
the children.

The orders of the Réniji had been again, in this respect, as
well as in others, but very partially obeyed : a great number of
girls born in the year having been as usual destroyed by their
parents, and, as before, without calling down upon them the
reprobation or anger of Government..

e following incident will with difficulty be believed ; its
truth may be relied on. As I was riding out one morning
accompanied by Lieutenant C., of the 51st Regiment N. L.,
1 passed through the Bundi Mina village of Umur. I was
there beset by the cries of a Mina woman, the wife of one
of the Patels of the village, who clamorously demanded of me to
forbear all endeavours to procure the suppression ofan ancient
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custom, and s religious rite enjoined upon them by divine
authority. When I endeavoured to reconcile the unfeeling wo-
man, she boldly averred that daughtersin their tribe had been
foretold to bring, if preserved, only trouble and misfortane to their
families, and that the event could not but be calamitous ! !

The barbarous wild inhabitants of this village had but a few
weeks before my second visit, burned a boy alive. The boy
had certainly been guilty of murder : but so lawless, wild, and
independent are these h{inas, that they proceeded to punish
the offender in this cruel way, without even consulting or report-
ing the matter to the authorities at Tonkra.

I ought to have mentioned above, that when the Mina (the
single individual of the Bundi villages who had destroyed his
infant daughter) was taxed with his disobedience of orders, and
want of feeling, he justified himself by citing the example of &
neighbor, Hird R4jput Zamindir, who had likewise destroy-
ed i.is daughter born in the interval between my first and second
visit to the frontier.

The above details must fully satisfy you that female in-
fanticide is carried on to a frightfal extent throughout Milwéd
and Réjputéna : that the number of deaths by Sati was infi-
nitely less throughout the whole of India than that of these
murders, even in these two provinces. Will not these facts
awaken the slumbering benevolence of the public, and more
especially that of all those officers of the British Government,
exercising influence and authority, whether personal or official,
over these barbarous tribes ? I feel assured from my knowled
of many of these officers, that they only require to be duly in-
formed of the awful extent of the enormities to which ignorance,
barbarism, and superstition have driven these deluded people, to
call all their talents, and all their judgment, and all their zeal,
into full exercise, to procure their eradication from the land.

It may be deem resumptuous in me to offer any sugges-
tions as to the best mode of proceeding to procure the suppres-
gion of this crime. I hope that my motive will excuse the
presumption.

Some benevolent men of more zeal than judgment would call
npon the British Government to suppress this crime by the
strong hand of power. From this opinion I entirely dissent.

It 18 ueeless, as it would be impolitic, and indeed, unjustifiable,
in the Supreme Government, to attempt to legislate for people
over whom it possesses no legal right or power to legislate. It
can do no more than it has already done, viz. exprees its abhor-
rence at the crime, and give great credit to those princes who
relinquish the practice in their own families, and endeavour to
suppress it amongst their subjects.
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Neither do I think that the Missionary, directly encouraged
by Government, or its officers, can at present be allowed to ply
his benevolent labours, without endangering the attainment of the
object, which every friend of his species must be so anxious to
accomplish.

To whom then is the work of regeneration, of civilization and
education, to be entrusted ? To all the British officers, civil and
military, now in Milwé and Réjputina. Are they to direct
their endeavours to get the native princes to prohibit the prac-
tice? The native princes certainly should be gained to the
cause of humanity. As the{ are the most influential, their
hearty concurrence in any scheme for the suppression of infanti-
cide is an object of very primary importance. But we must not
deceive ourselves: this measare by itself will be of little or no
avail—penal enactments, not supported by a concurrent public
opinion, are utterly futile. In England we have too many in-
stances of their futility, under these circumstances, to require
proof of the fact. The object therefore to be held in view 1s to
procure a general feeling of execration, throughout all classes of
the people, against the crime. Until such a feeling has been
produees, the issue of edicts prohibiting the practice will be
almost & waste of breath and paper.

This general execration can only be excited by constantly
repeating to all classes of the people thrown into our way, by
business or by chance, on every fitting occasion, the feelings of
horror with which we and our Government regard the crime :
our feelings should be expressed not in anger, for that would onl
lead to increased backwardness in revealing the fact, but in a spi-
rit of conciliatory compassion and regret. I would let them see
and feel that we regard this crime as a most abominable and a
moat aggravated murder : “ acrime in its own nature, detestable ;
in a woman, prodigious; in a mother, incredible : it is perpetrat-
ed against one whose age calls for compassion, whose near re-
lation claims affection, and whose innocence deserves the high-
est favor.”

By such an exhibition, on all snitable occasions, of our real
sentiments to those addicted to the practice, they will first he-
mitate to commit, and eventually, it is to be trusted, abandon the
crime. It isa part of human nature for the subject to imitate
the example and conform himself to the wishes of his lord and
superior, for the lowly and humble to copy the rich and influ-
ential, and for the ignorant and the barbarous to be overruled
by the wise and the learned and the civilized. If therefore we
take due pains to express to all parties our abhorrence, in terms
suited to the heinousness ofthe crime, and to manifest our opini-
on and wishes on the practices, with sufficient force, confor-
mity thereto must naturally ensue.



64 On Infanticide in Réjputéna. [Fen.

The co-operation and concurrenceofthe Marétha and Muham-
madan princes, chiefs, and their local officers, are to be no legs
eagerly sought, than those of the Réijput princes and their
chiefs. For though these former do not practise infanticide,
still they indulge the practice with unreserved toleration. But
as the execration and condemnation of the public is the engine
I would recommend, in order to procure the eradication of the

ractice, the enlightenment and hearty abhorrence al<o of these
influential chiefs against it, is & matter of primary importance.
The example of these chiefs may also be nsed with great effect
to excite a spirit of emulation in the same cause in the minds of
the R4jput princes, whose cordial concurrence in our views can-
not be so easily gained.

But the princes of the land, though influential, are still but
few : our efforts therefore should be no less zealously directed
towards all the leaders of public opinion on moral questions,
the spiritual guides venerated by the whole population. I would
point out as persons whose support and co-operation should be
especially courted, all those Brahmans, Upédyas, Parohits, Go-
saing, Charans, Pirs, Fakirs, and S&dhs, esteemed amongst
themselves for their piety or other virtues. A prejudice against
such personages is generally felt by European officers, but in
most cases without just grounds. Few individuals amongst them
have attained to, and maintained a distinguished place in the
general estimation, without meriting it by the sincerity, if not by
the soundness of their professions and devotional spirit. But
even allowing that imposture on one side, and credulity on the
other, have tended to exaggerate the fame of their merits, still,
we must admit that they are the persons who are actually con-
sulted and acknowledged as guides in all points of morality.
Their verdict chiefly tends to decide the merits or demerits of
all acts. Why therefore refrain, so long as the best means
cannot be safely used, from availing ourselves of the co-operation
of a powerful and influential body of men, who will assuredly
give 1t, if properly asked ?

To me it has always been a matter of great interest to see and
examine the various conformations and phasas which the human
mind assumes under any circumstances. To satisfy this curio-
sity, I seldom fail to direct my steps in the course of a morning’s
or evening’s walk to the Asram of any Hindu devotee or Sidh,
or the Takia of the Fakir or Pir who has acquired celebrity
by his reputed piety. But at the same time, that I seek to
satisfy my curiosity by learning the particulars of their croeds,
I seldom quit them without endeavouring to enlist their services
in the cause of civilization and humanity.

My visit alone has been received as a compliment, and
when I have told them that ¢Aeir precepts and advice eppeared
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to me more likely to prove effectnal, and were less objectionable,
than any orders which the British Government could issue on
this or other subjects, they have felt so much honored and
flattered by the appeal that none have failed to promise their
most cordial co-operation. 1 have reminded them, that the
;piritml guide®, no less than the ruling authority, is answerable
or such gross and habitual violations of the laws of humanity—
:d fact which, Hindoo as well as Mussulman, they all readily
mit.

One of the most zealous supporters of this cause in regard to
infanticide amongst the Minas, was a Mina Bhakt, of the
name of Purén: he lamented very pathetically the depravity
of men of the present iron age, and praised the virtue of the
ages past : he regretted the inattention of his wild brethren to
his rare sermons on morality and self-knowledge, and bemoauned
also his own sins committed before his regeneration (he
confessed to having destroyed one or two of his daughters born
in his youth!) He wasnow held to be a prodigy of learning
and piety ; he could read ! ! But even this poor ignorant semi-
savage proved of great service, and exercised much influence in
reconciling his wif(-lnbrethren to the injunctions laid by the Rao
Raja of Bundi agninst the further practice of infanticide. I
gave him some pamphlets agninst infanticide, written by a Mél-
wé Brahmap, na.meg Unkar Bhat, who arrays the authorities
of all the Bhistras and Purins aguinst this sinful practice.
With these, the first printed books he had seen, given him too
bya “ 8ihib,” he was highly delighted ; and I was given to
understand, that for eome time after my departure, he made
himself particularly active in expounding and impressing their
contents on his wild kinsmen. I have not since heard of him,
and his labours. Years must roll by before we can hope to see
the princes of Malwa and Rijputhéna establishing schools and
colleges, to promote education and civilization thronghout their
dominions. But we must not forget that the whole course of
men’s lives is paased in a state of pupilage ; that men in the
world, as well as boys at school, are daily naking fresh accumu-
lations to their stoc{s of knowledge. Human nature is ever the
sme, however different be the colour of the skin, and Hindus,
notwithstanding the once bonsted immutability of their laws and
customs, are proving, and will still prove, no exception to the
universal rule. They are poor, they are ignorant, they are but
half-civilized barbarians ; they are subject to and dependent on
us: on these accounts, and on every other account,they are
watching, and disposed to imitate our example, to attend to our
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advice and instructions, and to acknowledge the influence ¢
that power we possess by our superiority in religion, morality
and a better knowledge of the arts of Government. Let the
all those British officers now in these parts but duly feel th
deep responsibility attaching to them as professors of the pures
morality, and as servants and representatives of a civilized G
vernment, ever anxious to promote to its utmost the happines
and comfort and enlightenment of all its dependents—let then
feel that upon their every act and every word depends th
suppression of this and every other revolting practice—let then
ever retain in their minds a due sense of the vast power an
influence which they possess for working good to the thoneand:
around them, and they will not fail in the speedy accomplishmen:
of the high object of their blameless ambition.

I trust they will hold me excused for attempting to dictate t«
their superior talents, conduct, judgment, and experience. I have
here briefly stated the results of my experience, and the courss
which I have myself observed in regard to the subject of this
letter. My object in writing it has been rather to draw their
attention, and awaken their zeal, in the cause of hamanity and
civilization, than to recommend to imitation my own example,
feeling well assured, if they will but give their best consideration
to the subject, that their own judgment, and their individual
tastes, will point out to them a course to themselves more
agreesble, and still more effectual, and perhnsa still less objec-
tionable, than that which I have followed and presumed to re-
commend or suggest.

Ax Orricer 1N PoriticaL Exrroy 1n
MALWA ; AND LATE IN RAJPUTHANA.

Mélwé, November 25, 1834,

11.-=Additional Memoranda regarding the Karens,of Burmah.

[The Information regarding the Karens, which is contained in our Nos, for Nov. 1833,
and May, 1834, has excited somuchinterest, that we bavebeen repeatod) requested
to publishany further particulars with which we might become acquainted. In order
to meet the wishes of our correspondents, we now present them with the followin,
extracts from a parl‘ published in the Madras Missionary Reglister, No. I.,
eptitled ¢ Notices of some recent discoveries, relative to the Karens in the Burman
Empire.”” As the greater part of this paper consists of the information we have
lready published, what we now extract must not be regurded merely by itself,
but as & supplement to the papers referred to, and in this view we are persuaded
it will bo deemed worthy of pernsal by most of our readers, as well as particularly
interesting mthe correapondents to whom we have above referred.

We shortly anticipate farther jaformation respecting the Karens, from an intelligent
Miesionary engnged in seeking their salvation, and ahall not fail to give it inser-
tion as soon as recelved.—Eb.]

The sufferings and hereic Christian fortitude of Mrs. Judson, with the
tient labour and devoted piety of her husband, have made the Burman
ission an object of deep interest to the Christian Church. This inter.
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""tst has been heightened by the great success which hes been vouchsafed
to their efforts end those of their coadjutors. The recent discovery of the

* Karens bas given it yet additional interest, which ia further heightened by
the simplicity of character of this people, their preservation from idolatry
though surrounded with idolaters, their K ness for the reception
of foreign teachers, the readiness with which they have received instruc.
tion, the eincerity with which a considerable number have in a short

* of time tarned to the Lord, and especially by the great probability that
they are the descendants of the Jewiah nation. Mr. Mason (an American

Missionary) has been employed for some time in oollecting fragments of
their traditions, which bear the strongest mark of a Hebrew origin. They
hare no written record of their traditions; for until their langusge was
reduced to writing by Mr. Wade (one of the Missionaries), they had no
written heh traditions have therefore been handed down
from father to son in the shape of commands, and were commonly sung at
the funerals of their old men. It appears that this practice is fast passing
into disuse ; that their fragments are gradually thioning ; and that there
are very few Karens to be found who can remember even the fragments
here copied. Mr. Mason beantifully , % The father no lo gathers
his children aronnd the fount to teach them til.le‘heoomnl:nds t;:f:xe:r anuc:es.
te18; no longer do they sing at the graves o ir elders the songw their
fithers sung; nothin, yno' is remembered but a few disconnected pieces,
which, {i:e the last glimmeringy of day, are just sufficient to discover the

H dm ”

There .Wpe.m reason to imagine that these fragments are not the
traditions of their own ancesters. No traces of Roman Catholic Mission-
tries having been among them can be found, but on the contrary they have
80 scquaintance with the doctrine of the Cross, which such missionaries
must have communicated to them. Additional evidence of the Hebrew
origin of this people is furnished by their dress, which is said to corre-
%ond in agreat measure with the Jewish. It seems that the cast and fea
tures are alao Jewish, resembling those of the white Jews of Bombay.

- The kindness of a friend enables us to furnish our readers with the fol-
lowing fragments. A full account will Enmb.bly be hereafter piblished by
Mr. Mason ; meanwhile we shall from time to time give such information
ucerning them as we may be able to obtain. Every Christian must eapes
cally rejoice in the encouraging prospect of their speedy conversion to
Christianity ; 200 have already appeared as the first fruits of faithful
Missionary labonre. May the {ﬂﬂl continue to bless their efforts, until
the whals people become by faith, the children of believing Abraham. .

The following traditions are of two kinds, the one in verse, and the
:;e;rl;pm; the Iatter inthe form of commands from a parent to his

L.~—Tyaditions of scripture facts.—God is denominated the great Ku-tra,

‘!'"he great Lord—the great Pu, or great ancestor, from Pa, s grand.
* Yuwah.”

“0 my children and grand-children, the earth is the treading place of
the feet of God, and heaven is the place where he sits ; he sees all things,
ud we are manifest to him."’ .

In the following punafe, God is represented as saying, that after
baving created the world, he will destroy it in three generations ; bat men
reply, that they are not able to endure this, and be&that they may have
every varlety of su that now exists, but that the world msy not be
burnt ; to which request it is understood God acceded.

* 1 have created the great enrth,
But in three genorations I will burn it up §

x 2
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I have made the great earth,

Baut in three generations I will get it In fiame §

1 have formed the great ’

But in three generations I will destroy it with fire ;
T have established the great earth,

But in three generations 1 will destroy it with flames.
O Lord, t God 1

The world-destroying flame we cannot bear §

O Lord, great God!

The world-destroying flame we cannot endure ;

The world-destroying flame we are unable to bear §
Let us exist with ction in all its various forms.'’

Angels.—The Karens believe that there are beings in heaven who never
sinned, and that they are employed in executing God’s purposes.

¢ The sons of heaven are holy,
They sit by the seat of God ;
The sons of heaven are righteous,
They dwell together with God.

They lean against the silver seat of God ;

The beings whom God employs to execute his pmlﬂ.

Have to the present time, the reclining place of "

Satan.—The Karens say that if a person died in ancient time, he came
to life again after a short time, indicated, as in the following extract, by
the plantain leaf beceming yellow ;—8atan however brought ain into the
world, and that men did not rise to life again.

¢ The dead rose again when the plantain was yellow,
But Satan produced sin ;

The dead rose to life, when the plantain was yellow,
But Satan introduced sin ;

You have committed adultery against God,

Hencein this state you are corrupt.'’

Of woman.—The Karens believe that woman was originally made from
one of man’s ribs, and have the popular idea among them that 8 man has
one rib less on one side than on the other.

¢ (O children and grand-children! woman at first was a rib of man,
therefore women ought to obey men in all things.”

Destruction of the world.—The Karens believe that the world will be
destroyed by fire, and several brief allusions to this occur in their poetry,
of which the following is a specimen :

¢ The waters will rise, and the world-destroylng flame will burst forth,
And must not men then watch ?

Polygamy.~—* O children and grand-children ! If you have one wife,
lust not after another female or male; for God at the beginning created
only two.”

Swearing.—** O children and grand-children ! do not curse or use impre-
cations, and do not scold. If you curse or use imprecations, they will re-
turn on yourselves.”

Almas—** O children and grand-children ! give food and drink to the
poor, and by so doing you will obtain mercy yourselves.”

Doing good to all men.—** O children mdy grand-children ! according to
your abilities, relieve the distresses of all men. If you do good to others,
you will not go unrewarded, for others will make like returns to you.”

Jdleness.—** O children and grand-children ! while in this state here on
earth, labour dilifently, that you may not become slaves, and when persons
visit you, have food and drink to give them.”

Intemperance.—** O children and grand-children ! do not be guilty of ex-
cess in esting and drinking. Be not intemperate, but take that which is
proper ouly.’ .
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Obedience to kings.—* O children and grand-children | obey the orders
of kings, for kingu in former times obeyed the commands of God. If we
do not obey them, they will kill us.”

Eoarthly mindedness.—* O children and grand.children | do not covet
the good things of this world, for when you die, you cannot carry away
the things that are on earth.”

“ O children and grand-children! do not desire to be great men and
r-u- authority. Great men ain exceedingly, and when they die, go to

ell.”

Anger—* O children and grand-children ! never get angry. If we are
angry with others, God is angry with us. The Righteous One looks down
from heaven upon us. The person who looks upon the great and small,
the vile and the wicked, children and youth, without snger, and gives
them food and drink, he shall be establivhed unchangesbly.’

Forbearance and Bumility—* O children and grand-children! though a
person persecute you with deceit, anger, and revenge ; though he strike
you, thump you, beat you, do not return him evil: if you return him
evil, you derive no advantage thereby. Then with the heart forbear, and
speak to him ful words : by doing this, You will not go unrewarded.”

“ The man who, without anger, endures all with humility, shall be es-
tablished unchangeably; forby doing thus the advantages of meritorious
qualities are his.”

Love to enemies.—** O children and grand-children! If a person injures
you, let him do what he wishes, and bear all the sufferings he brings upon
you with humility. If sn enemy persecute éz:, love him with the heart.
On account of our haviog sinned against from the beginning, we
ought to euffer.”

How to act when one cheek is struck.—* O children and grand-children !
Ha n strike you on the face, he does not strike you on the face,
he only strikes on the floor. Therefore, if a person strike you on one
cheek, give him the other to strike.”

The resioration to power of the Karen nation.—In the first and third line
of the following couplets, the degraded state of the Karens is intended
to be represented, and in the second and fourth, the salvation which God
will procure for them.

‘“ The worm ecats the branch of the Pyeu tree,
The great Sun descendlng will bmu) H

The worm lives on the branch of eu tree,
The great Sun descending will intreat (us).”’

The syfferings and exaliation of the Daliverer.—It appears, whenthe Karens
dwelt on the Belwyn river, they murdered a stranger by cutting off his
head. This individual they have singularly enough, in a modern song,
sesociated with their Saviour, who is to bring them to their promised land ;
if they be Jews, this is remarkably applicuble tothem, and our Lord, whom
they crucified.

4 Kay-kay-na was a persecuted sufferer ;

When the Sufferer ves, ho will reveal the head city;
‘They persecuted the sufferer exeeedlnﬂy,

But when the sufferer arrives, the excelient city will be revealed.”’
¢ The sufferer of ancient times wicked men persecated, —
Bat now the sufferer ls 'K:mued of glorious power ;

‘The sufferer of ancient times bad men persecuted,

But now the sufferer is possessed of great power.
Persecute not a sufferer,

For the feet of a sufferer are pear;

Call not & sufferer by that name,

For the feet of a sufferer are near;

‘When the sufferer comes,

The lsnd will be bappy as the murmur of the breeze ;
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When the sufferer comes,

All men will be happy ;

When the sufferer comes with happinesa to the country,
It will be happiness like that of monarchs.'

Their expectation of future instructors.—They have had & strong confi-
dence for ages, that teachers would be sent among them to teach the true
religion, as will appear from the following fragment :

4 The children and d-children had obstinate ears,
The parents taught, but they learned not ;

The children and grand-children bad crooked cars,
The parents taught, but they attended not :

When the teacher arrives and teaches them,

1f they believe not, they will be destroyed ;

‘When the teacher arrives and teaches you,

If you believe not, you will be utterly destroyed.’”

111.—Christianity and the late Rebellion at Ceylon.

In a letter which we lately received from a zealous Friend
of Education inthe Upper Provinces, he intimated, that although
he highly approved of Missionaries introducing Christianity into
their schools, he thought it, at the same time, both inexpedient
and dangerous for political officers like himself to give any direct
and open countenance to such efforts—thatin the first case, such
8 line of procedure would naturally be expected by the natives ;
while in the other, it must be considered an infringement of the
toleration which Government professed, and “ would probablylead
to rebellion, like that which had arisen in Ceylon,from the counte-
nance given to Christianity by the European authorities in that
island.” We were old enough to recollect, that 21 years ago,
when the rebellion at Vellore had been imputed by some to the
Missionaries who were then engaged in the field, the
had been most triumphantly refuted by the late Andrew
Fuller and his associates, when they successfully Pleaded for the
insertion of a clause in the East India Company’s charter then
under discussion, permitting Christian Missionaries of all deno-
minations to proceed to India. This and similar instances, in
which Christianity had been tried and proven blameless, led us to
pronounce with confidence, that of any hand in exciting the late
rebellion at Kandy, alluded to by our friend, it would be found
completely innocent. Still it appeared most desirable to ascer-
tain the truth, and with this view, we determined to extract the
substance of the charge, and forward it to an intelligent friend
on the spot, to pronounce, with greater knowledge of facts than
we could expect to have in Calcutta, on its truth, or the contrary.
We did so, and now furnish our readers with the result, in the
gosllst;wing extract from a letter dated Colombo, Nov. 6th,



1835. The late Rebellion at Ceylon, 7t

“ Your kind Jetter of the date of 6th October came aafely to hand a fow
days ago, and I would have replied to it before, if a friend, whom I consult.
ed on the cause of the Kandy rebellion, had not advised me to delay a few
days, as the trial of these persons was expected soon to take place, when
the evidence which would be adduced will explain its csuse. But as it will
probably still be some weeks before we can get any information on this
topic, lyman from this source ; (for I understand the prisoners will be
re-conducted to Kandy, and tried there ;) and as some part of your letter
requires an immediate reply, I think hest to write immediately ; and if
lcan I willsend you the papers in which the trials will be detailed, when
you can judge for yourself,

Your friend is entirely mistaken in supposing that what has occurred
bat all connected with the zeal of the authorities in this island for the
conversion of the natives. Of all the sins the Government has ever com-
mitted, this will never be placed to their charge in theday of final account.
What ia to be deplored is the apathy manifested by the suthorities and by

generally around usto the conversion of the natives.

“ From a friend with whom I waa lately conversing on the subject, I learn
that the real cause of the rebellion has been theimprovement which the
New Charter has introduced among the commonality of the natives, How it
has operated it would require almost & pamphlet fully to explain. Before
the New Charter, which has lately been introduced at this island, the
Adigars and M odeliars had an almost unlimited power over the poor Sin-
ﬁ:ﬂ- They could use their services for an indefinite period without the

remuneration, and they no more dared to disobey the command of
their headman, than a slave in the Weat Indies would dare to disobey his
tmk.mastar. If vengeance as cruel as the West India drivers was not
inflicted—vengesnce as certain and ruinous to the poor man’s worldly wel-
fare would eventually follow. I have not time to specify purticular in-
stances. Well, two or three years ago came out the New Charter, abolishing
all forced lsbour, and putting the poor labouring native on the footing of
a British subject. The native headmen did not like this ; it curbed their
er, it limited their exactions and profita. One of them told me, that
ore the New Charter he had 800 servants or alaves,~—these he could com-
mand to cut timber, build him houses, repair his roads, send him the best
productions of theirgardensand fields,and all must be done, and if the head-
men chose—without the least remuneration. Now it may well be supposed
such s diminution of influence and wealth would create disaffection in many
of their minds. The priests did not like it, and why ? Formerly, if they
wished any religious procession, any splendid Bana Madus, (s place to
read their {oly books to the people,) they would go to the Adigars, and
specify it, and a command was given to the people to erect it, and the man-
date they were compelled to obey. Now if the Adigars required the people
o do the same thing, they would eay, ‘ Pay us for our work, and we will
doit ;" but not one would work without his hire. In consequence of this,
the Buddhist hierarchy became discontented—and they, with the headnien
in the Kandy provinces, tried to excite disaffection in the minds of the
commonality, by representing that the design of the Government in abo-
lishing the system of forced labour was only to get it out of the hands of
their own headmen, and take it in a little time into their own. Now as the
mind of man is always prone to be discontented with present things, and to
be seeking after change, and as people are always willing to reguin their
deliverance from foreign conquerors, it is not to be wondered at, that the
commonality, influenced by the priesthood and their own chiefs, should
join them in a plan to establish their sway over the interior of the country,
which bad only for a few years been wrested from them.
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¢ 8uch, as far as I can learn, is the true origin of the conspiracy. In it
any thing connected with Christinnitx had no more place than the blowing
of the winds, or the motion of the tides. Indeed, thereis only one Mission.
ary anywhere near the seat of the rebellion, Mr. Brownrigg, of the
Church Missionary Society, 8 man of the mildest manners, and the most
prudent plans, who would {e no more likely to do any thing that could aid
such an insurrection, than I should be to excite a rebellion against the
Government of the East Indies. Disaffected as many of the European
inhabitants of this country are to Misgionary operations, I have never heard
of any one attributing in any way this rebellion to any efforts connected
with the propagation of Christianity.”

We have inserted the above under the impression, that pos-
gibly some of the officers of Government who honor our pages
with a perneal, may entertain a similar apprehension with the
excellent friend to whom we have alluded, and thus be prevented
from- engaging a8 individuals in efforts to promote Christian
Education—the only education they may feel 1t worth their while
to support. We trust that in this case, the testimony here ad-
duced may tend to undeceive them. Were Government to
patronize only education when conducted by Missionaries ; and
to open the door of office exclusively to Christians, or confer
situations exclusively on them : were the professor of the Hindu
or Muhammadan faith to receive no patronage, in his attempts
to edncate his countrymen; and to be rendered ineligible to
public employment, or civil rank,—then indeed would there be
E:ound for apprehension in the native mind. But this no real

iend of Chrstianity wishes, and every one should deprecate it
most sincerely. It would inundate the Christian Church with
false professors, and render it a mere refuge for the wordling
and tge hypocrite. But while the Government offers employ-
ment to the individual, best qualified by intellectual endowments
and moral character to fill it, be he of what religion he may;
while it gives aid to every attompt to instruct the people, be it
conducted by Christians, Hindus or Muhammadans; and pro-
portions that aid to the efficiency of the system, as proved by
the result in securing the i.ntel{ectual and moral improvement
of the people, individual officers may safely support such edu-
cation as their consciences approve—no native of common infor-
mation will from this conduct ever imagine the Government is
violating the toleration it professes, and which for the sake of
the progress of real Christianity, as well as for the sake of good
government, we trust it will most inviolably maintain.

BETA.
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1V.—Theology and Natural Science, or a Review of Bretsch-
neider’s ¢ Letter to a Statesman.”

[Continued from p. 12.}
II.—AstRoNOoMY AND THR Brers.

The second alledged opponent of the Bible, according to Bretschoeider,
is . He eays, (p. 70,) ““ It was this exalted science which first
made & amault upon the notions of antiquity respecting heaven, earth,
hell, resurrection, judgment, and the end of t{e world, which still re-
mained unaltered at the time of the Reformation.” He then puts down
Melancthon as a man very limited in his astronomical views, because he
called the Copernican doctrine of the motion of the earth round the Sun
foolish and visio , & bein&led to thie })robably," as Bretschneider goes
on to sy, “ by recollecting the words of Joshus, ! stand still, O Sun, upon
Gideon.

One remark bere.  Every country schoolmaster now teaches by hear-
sxy, that the earth moves round the sun, without once thinking of giving
himself or his scholars, the trouble of comprehending the planetary mo-
tions. But Tycho Brahe, Riccioli, Bacon, and the other great spirits of
antiquity, did not allow themselves to dispose of this subject so easily.
Bretachoeider seems to Eﬂ)ue, that Melancthon could have been led to
his decision, only by a blind adherence to the Bible. But if & man of
as much genius 8s Melancthon possessed, gave himself to the diligent
study of the heavenly bodies, it is not to be wondered at, if in hislﬁat
endeavours to understand the Copernican system, many things in it should
have seemed to him, if not against reason, yet above it*.

Suppose that on the 213t of June he had beheld from his window in
Wittenberg, the Polar star exactly over the point of a neighbouring spire,
and that, on his seeing again, on the night of the 21et December, the
same star, from the same window, and exactly over the same spire, his
Copernican colleague RAaticus had told him that he was now more than
forty millions of miles distant from the place in which he was on the
S1st of June, i. e. that since that time the earth had moved on so far :—I
put it now to Dr. Bretschneider's conscience, what would the rationalist
theologians have decided respecting this fact of the Copernican Astro-
nomy, if it had been mentioned, not in an astronomical book, but in the
Bible? Would they not have declared it mathematically impoasible ? But
truly these theologians believe science in every thing upon its mere word ;
vhilya in nothing do they repose trust in their righ:gul Lord and Mastert.
It is & remark of Pucni, “ that we must doubt in the right place, be de-
cided in the right place, and eubmit ourselves in the right place, One
who does not this, understands not in what the strength of reason con-

® A distinction which Bretschnelder particularly insists uponin his work aguinst
Ross. It would be well for him to annex the more accurate distinction of Quins-
tedt. 1. ** Articuli fidel non in se sunt confra rationem. 2. Quando ratio judicium
sibi de illis sumit ex suls principlis, nec sequitur lucem verbi, sed eosdem negat et im-
, artienli fidel sunt non solum supra, sed et conira rationem corruptam et
vatam, que illos stultitiam esso judicat.”” 1. Articles of faith are not in them-
counfrary to reasom, but only aboveif. 3. WAen reason assumes judgment over
them om ifs own principles, and does nol follow the Hght of the word, denies and
enails them, Articles of faith are not only above, but contrary to depraved and corvupt
reason, wiich judges them to be foolisAness.
4 It will be obvious, that by these remarks, I ooly design to show, how much
easier it is to receive the Copernican system on faith, than to understand it thorough.
1y encagh, not to be perplexed by facts regarding it, which sppear to us to be truly

L
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sists.” But these theologians doubt in just the wrong place and in the
wrong place submit their reason, and therefore know but little of the
strength of reason, and s0 can be called Rationalists, only by the same
privative etymology, by which Jucus is derived a non lucedo.

1 come now to those scriptural doctrines which are said to be endan-
ered by the Copernican Astronomy. How the passage in Joshua, which
s already been cited, might, on a superficial view, appear to be irrecon-

cilable with the hypothesis of Copernicus, is very obvious: but how many
of the things mentioned by Bretschneider are so, it is impossible for me,
after my best endeavours, to understand. To cite only & single example :
“ Wheress,” he says, g) 783,) “ the ancients felt a necessity of having an
under world for the souls of the deceased, because they could neithell-ngnve
them upon the surface of the earth, nor transport them to heaven ; thig
necessity ceased now to be felt any longer. Indeed the whole notion of
an under world and a Rell, was destroyed by Astronomy and Geology, and
with it all the traditionary notions about the punishments of the damned.
With the loss of the old belief about heaven and hell, the Devil also, with
the evil spirits, lost his Plnoe as a fallen angel, banished from heaven.
The idea, too, of Christ’'s descent to hell became very troublesome to theo-
logians, after the under world had been taken from them. It now became
a question with our theologians, where the soul of Christ was, while his.
body lay in the grave.” This seems then to imply the thought, that Christ
was only apparently dead.

But how comes it to pass, every intelligent reader will be ready to in<
quire, that these inconsistencies between the Copernican system and the
Bible, if they really exist, have been unobserved during nearly three centu-
ries? The three great heroes of Astronomy, Copernicus, Keppler, and New-
ton, were certainly Christian believers, and eny thing but indifferent to such
contradictions. Newton’s firm and pious adherence to the Bible is too
well known, to make it necessary for me to dwell upon it here. His work
on Chronology i based upon the Bible. This man, whom his age admired
as its greatest genius, wrote a commentary on the Prophet Daniel and the
Apocalypse. Hence we may infer ('@ majori ad minus ), what was the
degree of his orthodoxy. What Keppler thought of the apparent.
contradiction between the Bible and the system of Copernicus, appears
from the following passage. “ Astronomy,” he says®, u.ntl:)elda the causes of
natursl things; it professedly ("ez-profeseo ) investigates optical illusiona..
The Bible, vhich teaches higher things (sublimiora tradens ), makes use
of the common modes of speech, in order to be understood,—speaks only
in passing of natural things, according to their appesrance, gince it is upon
their sppearance, that human language is built. And the Bible would
speak in the same way, even if all men had insight into these optical illu-
sions. For even we astronomers do not pursue this science with the de-
sign of altering common language ; but we wish to open the gates of truth,
without at affecting the vulgar modes of speech. We eay, with the
common rtile' the planets stand still, or go down,—the sun rises and sets,
it comes forth from one end of heaven, like a bridegroom from his cham-
ber, and hides iteelf at the otber end ;—it mounts into the midst of the
heavens,—these forms of speech we use with the common people ; mean-
ing only, that so the thing appears to us, although it is not truly so, as all
astronomers are agreed. ow much lesa should we require that the Seri
tures of divine inspiration, setting aside common modes of speech, should
shape their words acoording to the model of natural sciences, and hy em-
ploying a dark and imzzropriaw phraseology about things which aurpass
the comprehension of those whom it deaigus to instruct, perplex the sim-

® Epltome Astronomix Copernicane, p. 138.
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ple pootp‘lre of God, and thus obstruct its own way towards the attainment
of the far more exalted end at which it aime®”.

Thus plainly and excellently does thia great astronomer answer the
objections which were made at his time, from the apparent inconsistencies
between the Copernican system and the Bible. 8till more readily does
Copernicus himself dispose of those who attempted to prove such incon-
sistencies. He bad so good a theological conscience in the construetion
of his system that he dedicated his celebrated work, de revolutionibus
orbium celestium, to Pope Paul JII. Jnthis dedication be says, ™ Should
there, perchance, be any foolish praters (xevaibasye:) who, while they
know pothing of mathematical matters, yet assume to pronounce judg-
ment concerning them, and on account of some texts of Saripture,
which they wickedly pervert to their own purposes, venture to blame and
dencunce my work ;—for such persons I concern myself not at all. and
despise their opinion, as stupidly impudentt.”

Copernicas, like Keppler, and afterwards Newton, was therefore
firmly persnaded, that the new aystem of the world was not opposed to the
Bible. But the monks who condemned Galileo thought differently, and
agreed with Dr. Bretachneider. He and the monks place the matter in thia
position, either the doctrines of the Bible, or the doctrines of Copernicus
are true,—oune or the other must give place. The monks and with them
the Pope, decided for the Bible ; Bretschneider for Copernicus. and agoinsé
the Bible; ““since it is obvious,” as he says,‘‘ that the sciences, which
rest upon experience, cannot be refuted.” “ And even the Pope,” he says,
{p. 77,) * saw himself compelled, after a number of years, to allow the
vondemned Copernican system in Rome.” Does Bretschneider then real.
ly think, that in allowing the Copernican system, the Pope at the same
time prononnced, as esaly as he himself does, many of the doctrines of
the Bible erroneous, and that he assailed the book of Joshua? On the con-
trary, science rather appeals *“ de papa male informato ad t:pam melius in-
formandum”—from the Popeill informed to the Pope to be better informed ;
and the Pope is now convinced that those who find such contradictions
between the Bible and Copernicus, are foolish praters (uaraéroyo:), and
it is on this account that he now follows the Copernican system.

[To be concluded In our next.}

® A eertain author in a poetic address to the morning attempted, in opposition to
these vicws of Keppler, to adapt his languago to the Copernican eystem—The first

verse is as follows :
‘When the majestic King of day
Ascends the flaming eastern skies,
Revolving earth refiects the ray,
And glittering through its orbit files.

The nuthor’s well meant scientific zcal, has oceasioned some confasion here : since
be not only makes the earth revolve, but the sun ascend the sky, and thus puts them
both ia motion.

4 The passage is thus in the original: * Sifortasse erunt para:dAoyo:, quicum
omnfum mathemstum igoari sint, tamen de illis judlelum sibl sumunt, et propter
sliquem locum scripture male ad suum “rl:.podtm detorsum, susi fuerint hoe meum
iastitutam reprehendore ac insectari, uikil moror, edeo ut etlam eorum judici-
m tanquam temerarium contemasm.’’
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N
V.—Curious specimen of Hindu superstition.
8 To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
IR,

The following Sanscrit lines exhibit a curious instance of that
subtle policy with which the superstitious Hindus, whose every
daily act is regulated by some religious prescription, have been
trammelled and enthralled by the crafty devisers of their theolo-
gy- They detail the several names by which the various gnds
are to be invoked on the most important occasions of human life.

I offer them to you under the impression they may be
interesting to many of your readers; such, I mean, as are de-
sirous of acquainting themselves particularly with the habits and
modes of thinking, and superstitions of the l{i.ndus, among whom
they dwell, and in whom they are, from various causes, more or
less interested. To the Christian, and Christian Missionary in
particular, they will, I think, be acceptable, as leading to some
useful and affecting reflexions on the subtlety, power and in-
fluence of the Hindu system which all desire, and many labour so
generously, and assiduously, and pit inf , to expose and over-
turn, in order to make room for the f:med operation of the
benignant, pure, and elevating power of Christianity.

R fowd g S wenge
weH ayry faarte worefd
gy wrut 3 e ffawa
AT et e Graega
TARACNER wwZayea |

wR aefieg o TgaRA |
OEHR JTIWY qTam ewrfes |
oA A THFEY AT 0
YT sraae e T3 |\
TS T4 g et o

Which literally rendered, aretoo baldto be of any interest, bein
a string of mere precepts to invoke such and such names on suc
and such occasions : the reasons being not stated, but implied in
the etymological meaning of the several epithets. I have ventured
to imitate them in English verse, in which nothing is at-
tempted beyond a simple exhibition of the bond fide meaning
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of the original precepts; and confining myself thereto, all or-
nament is of course excluded, as well as all pretension to poe-
tical merit. The title may run thus:—

4 Gwrv's instructions to kis pupile for the spocial appellations to be employed
i the invocation of the gods, appropriately to the sundry acts to be performed.
1. Obedience due thy ready choice,
List, scholar, list thy tescher’s voice,
‘Whilst I rehearse thoss names divine,
Which in each serious act of thine,
Thou must with faith devout invoke—
And thus the reverend Guru spoke.

2 Whene'er the i t drink,
On Visnu's* mevou thy'.l.:: ; ’
Preserver of the world Jo | ;le-

The mild, blest Saviour-Deity /
He ahall the healthful medicine bless,
And chase away thy sicknesses.

3. So e'er the strengthening meal you eat,
Invite Jandrddant to the treat.
O! all_ador'd, by thee we live !
Thou nourishment to all dost give.
Destroyer—of-ill, ’tis thine too, thine
To shield from harm by power divine ;
To bid each envious demon flee,
And guard the food’s just purity ;
Hunger's fierce cravings to allay,
And give the stomach organs plsy.

4. Ere on the couch of soft reposs,
Your weary zes in lle:goyon close,
Let P i your thoughta obtain,
The d, erst the main
‘Who swam secure in eleep profound,
Ere yet appear’d this earth’s fair round ;—
He ahall the genial influence shed,
And be the guardian of thy bed.

In ties of love and marriage bond,
When you shall clasp one fair and fond,

&

Vishnuw or the Pervader (of the universe), the preserving and sustaining deity
'mqm. "of Vishno, o the preserver and sustaiser, from jans, mankind, or th

An et u, or t an ainer, from y nd, or the
5 and ardeng worship, 1. e. the object of divine worship throughout the
or from jaaa, a low or vile wretch, and ardana, toalay, q. d. the slayer of the
of those demons cularly who Infest food ; 20 the idea may be elther that
entation only, or of dellverance and preservation from the Harpies, who would
and devour the worshipper’s .
1 Also an cpithet of Vishon, from padma, & lotus, and sdbha, the nsvel, q. d. from
whoss navel, as he floated on the abyss, supported upon the folds of the mighty serpeat
Shesha, sprang the lotus, on which Brahmd, the creafor, appeared.

On this Invocation upon golng to rest, is founded the proverb grsied »ity *twarmts,
¢ He stambles and falls, then Padmandbha!” used when a person makes a virtuo of
; aaif on mling by sccideat, one should invoke the Deity, facetiously

ufiecting an intention to slecp.

g

-8
g
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Then hymns to Prajdpati* raise,

Him universal Futher praise. ’

8o may his pregnant blessing shower
Its richness on the wedding hour !

8. If forth in martial guise you move,
In war's red field your might to prove,
To nerve your arm and fire your breast,
Diviner aid when you request,
Be Chakradhart the god invok'd,
The discus-arm’d, whose wrath provek’d,
Confusion to the foe shall send,
While triumphs in your train attend.

7. Or if your slow unwilling way
You take in foreign landa to stay,
Trivikram} on your tongue resonnd,
The three worids at a triple bound,
Who cross’d in that false dwarf’s disguise,
Before the astonish’d Daitya’s eyes ;—
80 may your easy journeys speed,
And safe retura too be decreed.

6. And when relentless fate commands
Cesnation of life’s rapid sands,
And thou on Gangd’s§ banks shalt lie,
Trembling to quit thy frame and die ;—

+® PrajApatl, from prajé, progeny or subjects, and pati lord, master, nourisher, an
epithet of BrahmA the creator, as the universal pitfmaha, or sire, hence termed the
grand-father of gods and men. The term is also common to the divine personages
varying, sccording to the mythology, from 10 to 7 or 3, first created by Brabmé, and
thence lkewise termed Brahmddikas.

+ An epithet of Krishna, a well known form of Vishuu, (from chakra, a diseas or
quolt, and dhara holding,) whose images are represented with four arms, one of which
holdl| a dlscus, one of the weapons with which he fought Kangsa and many other
enemies.

1 From ¢ri three, and cilram a step ; aleo an epithet of Vishnu, as aasuming the
form of & dwarf, (the vAman avatér) for the discomfiture of Vali, a Daitya or de-
mon soverelgn, who on account of his religions merit had been endowed with immor-
tality by Brahmé. Indra, sovereign of heaven, being at war with Vali and worsted,
sought help of Vishnu ; who on occasion of a festival, when Vall was giving presents to
the Brahmans, appearing in the dimloutive form in question, eraved as much land
as hemight compass in three steps: which request being granted, the wily dwarf
suddenly grew to a stupendous size, and placing his foot successively on two of the
three worlds, yet still expanding, finally demanded where he was to place it next.
The deceived, yet plous demon king replicd, upon my head: when the deities lnter-
fered and rescued him from the crafty Vishnu, who then made him soverelgn of the
third world, 1. e. Pdt£la, or the infernal regions.

§ The Ganges or holy river, to die in whose waters the superstitions Hindus be-
Heve s port to heaveu. Hence persons supposed to be about to depart, are car-
ried on blers to hexplre op the margin of the sacred stream. Such are called anfaryalf,
{. o. entering the waler.

** The relations of the dying man spread the sediment of the river on his forebhesd or
breast ; with the pains of death upon him, he is placed up to the middle in the water
and drenched with it."” Ward on the Hindus, who adds, ‘' The Hindus are extreme-
ly anxious to die in sight of the Ganges, that thelr sins may be washed away in their
Iast moments. If a person should die in his house, and not by the river: side, it is

idered a great misfortune, as he thereby loses the help of the goddess in his dy-
ing moments—if & person chuse to die at home, his memory is infamous.'

1t Many persons, whose relations die at a distance from the Ganges, at the time of
turning the body preserve a hone, and at some future time bring this bone and commit
itto the Ganges, supposing this will secare the salvation of the deceased,” He then
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Then ere the final Inanch be made,
Invoke Nirdyan® to thine aid :
The floating Deity shall save

Thy shivering ghost amid the wave
Of hellt, and to some rest convey,
In regions of celestial day.

9. Whene'er in sweet and warm eareas,
Your wife in your fond arms you press,
Then bring before your yielding mind,
Shridhar} to his own Lakshmi kind,
With transports those bright charms beholding,
And to his heart the fair enfolding. .
So mutual love shall bless the bed,
And heaven ite fruitful influence shed.

10. In the dark hours of silent night,
Thy sleep should troublous dreams affright,
Think of Govinda§ ; "twill allay,
The wildness of thy heart’s dismay.
Cowherd divine—he faithful souls
Protects from ills, their fears controls ;
By day and night his power employs,
To sooth their pains, increase their joys.

11. When threatening danger scowls around,
Thou MadAustdan’s|| praise resound ;
That name divine shall nerve thy soul,
Each fear reprees, each foe control.

The demonsiayer atill is he,
The ever-helpful Deity.

12 If in the wilderness you stray,
For Narasingha's¥ presence pray ;

quotes a curlous story tothe‘rolnt. # A Brahman, who hed been guilty of the greatest
crimes, was devoured by wild beasts ; his bones only remained. A crow took up one
of these, snd was carrying it over Gangd, when another bird rushing upon it, the crow
let the bone fall. As soon as the bone touched Gangd, the Brahman sprang to life,
and was ascending to heaven, when the messenger of Yama, (the Indian Plato or Ra-
damanthus,) the judge of the dead, seized him as a great sinner. At this time
Nérfyans’s messengers interfered, and pleaded that the sins of the man, since one
of his boues had touched Gangd, were all done away. The ap| was made to Vish-
nu, who decided In the Brahmean’s favor. The Brahman immediately went to heaven,'”

® Nfrfyaoa, from mérd, the primeval waters, and ayana, moving ; an epithet of Vish.
su, who, during the periods of temporary annihilation, is represented as sleeping on
the waters, floating o the 1000-headed serpent Shesha or Ananta, at once the couch
and canopy of the god. The allusion is to the practice of carrying the dying Hindu
to the banks of the sacred Ganges, into which also after death his ashes are thrown,
and often, the unconsumed corpse, merely parched or singed with the flame of the fu-
acral fire, when from poverty it is insufficlent for the purpose of combustion.

fb‘::e Vaitaran{ is the infernal river, which the soul said to cross, on leaving

y.

{ Another name of Vishnu as husband of Lakshmi or fortune, from shri that god-
dess, and dAara holding, having.

§ Krishna or Vishou in that form, who kept the cotw of Nanda his fosterfathery
from go a cow, and vid to know, get, acquire, guard.

| Prom madhu the name of a Daitya or demon, and sédana killing, an epithet of
Vishnu, as Krishna, by whom he was slain,

§ From sara o man, and singha, a lon ; the man-lion, an avatér or incarnstiom
of Vishou,with the head and claws of a lion on the body of « man, who sprung from
the centre of a marble pillar to destroy the demon Hiranyakashipu, and rescuc his
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That great man-fion ever true,

‘The faithless Daitya erst who alew ;
To such as in his arm confide,

In desert lone, or city wide,

Alike through all the world around,—
The saviour of his faithful found.

18." To mountain heights should you ascend,
Make Raghunandana® your friend,
Dasharath’s son, brave iuma, who
O’er mountain-bridge to Lanké flew.
Pile upon pile, the monkey host
The causeway rear’d from coast to coast ;
80 shall the power of Réma’s name,
Inspire your co , nerve your frame,
Make mountains plain befure your eyes,
Or give your upward feet to rise,
Unwearied, unfatigued, till when
You visit safe the plain agsain.

14, If called to pass the watery deep,
Your thoughts upon VardAat keep,
The Boar-god ever prompt to save,
From yawning gulf and towering wave ;
From ocean’s caves in days of yore
Those mighty tusks the earth that bore,
From sea-monster shall defend,
Until thy prosperous voyage end.

15. B8hould Fate ere urge through fiery flame,
Then call on Jalashdyi’s} name ;
Vishnu, preserver, be addrest,
Calmly who slept on ocean’s breast.
:lge shall the elament?l rage
xtinguish, and thy fears assuage ;
Bear thee unharm’d amidst the fire,
Yet purify each high desire.

son Prahléd, whom he sought in every way but ineffectunlly to destroy. The fa=
le says, that furious at his son’s frequent escapes, and the fatllity of all his own efforts
to e away with him, and mocking the dovoted youth's confidence in the omnipre<
wence and omoipotence of Vishnu, the man-lion deity instantly appeared bursting from
a stone column, and laying the blasphemer on his knees, tore open his bowels with
M.'uAn:ﬁc;le.ll::i. f Rém, the th inearnation of Vishnu : f Au the great.
ap on 0! soven on u : from rag|
grandfather of Rém, sovereign of Oude, and nandana son or d dant. R{m was the
hero of the RémAyana of Kflld4s, the grest epic poem of the Hindus, the subject of
which Is the wara ofthat incarnate deity against Rivana, the demon loverzlfn of Lank{
or Ceylon, for whose destruction, as well as that of the other demons who Infested the
earth, this avatir appeared. RAm is fabled to have been aided in his Invasion of Cey~
Jon by an army of monkeys under their chief Hanumén, who carrying huge rocks,
mountains, &c. filled up the channel between the island and the continent of India,
and so formed a causeway ; the remains of which, it is said, are those rocks that strew
the narrow in Palk’s straits, atill called Rém’s bridge. One of them is a sa-
cred lslet, named Rémisserdm, on which is a celebrated tempie to the honour of Rém,
to which pilgrims flock from all parts of India.
4+ Vardha, (s boar,) the third incarnation of Vishnu in that form, which he as.
sumed at the time of one of the ‘Perlodiul destructions or prelayas of the world, whem
the earth sunk in the waters. Vishnu the preserver taking the shape of a boar de-
mndl:rd h;od:h‘ waters, :nd&r:‘w up t.hl:‘wth with his tusks! .
3 From water, and & , an epithot of Vishou ey, As
uleeponthenunouhelbyumrdmdw. e '
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16. Whene'sr a journey you attem
That from all ill I:ybz exempt, Pt
Let Pémadeo® receive your praige,
Above man’s thought who sportive plays ;
The prosperous god—so haply he
Shall vield thee too !
Preaerve thy life, bid joy arise,
And glad with home thy longing eyes.

17. And last—in all you undertake,
Mddhart your meditation make,
The Honey-God, whom sweet to know,
Whate'er you do, where'er you go,
Mildly propitious to your prayer,
And aiding to ench toilsome care.
For still prosperity attends,
Whose hope to Lakshmi's Lord ascends.

18. Such and so full the names divine,
Lo ! sixteen several gems they shine—
Soon as at early dawn each morn,
From balmy sleep men wake new-born,
He that with faith and reverence meet,
These sacred titles shall repeat,
Mementos of his hourly care,
To frame each due successive prayer,
And on his rising thoughts impressiag
The virtue of each several blessing—
Him shall no guilty fears confound,
But peace within his soul abound,
Till rieh in sin-destroying merit,
He Vishnu's} Paradise inherit.
On the above 1 would just remark in conclusion, that these
precepts suggest especially three important considerations.
lst. That religion is one of the wstinctive efforts and nata-
ral wants of man, who has ever sought, in some form or other,
to give exercise to his religious impulses, and satisfy the neces-
sty of divine communications. %n no part of the earth, nor
under any variety of condition, nor in any stage of civilization,
has man been without a religion, true or false, or could he be
satisfied without some assurance of divine favour.
2od. That a Divine Providence has been equally the belief of
all the nations of mankind, and the desire to engage its regard and
protection, the incessant mover of those multifarious devices,
which have characterized the different forms of worship that
have prevailed. Nay, that Providence hasalso ever been appre-

* From vdmas contrary (to human institations), and div to play or sport ; an epithet of
Skica ; which term means prosperous, happy ; both importing superhuman, eelestial,
batitude and enjoyment in his peculinr paradise, Kaildss, 1. e. fhe abode of pleasure.

1 Médbava, from madhu honey, q. d. the sweef one ; or else from md mother, an ap.
pellntive of Lakshmi or Shri, the dess of felicily or prosperify, wife of Vishnu the
preserver, and dAava & husband.

: Vaikuntha, said to be on one of the eastern peaks of mount Meru or Snmers,

by some among the Him4layas.)
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hended to extend to the minutest concerns and details of human
life, of which persuasion the foregoing verses are an example.

3rdly. With what grateful recognition should those who are
blest with sointelligent and holy a revelation from thegreat Author
of our being and well-being, as is the Christian, be induced to
receive and cherish its influence ! How zealous the charity that
should animate and impel them to communicate its light, sanc-
tity, and consolation to the victims of every debasing, brutaliz-
ing, and stultifying superstition !

And if no action of even a poor benighted Aeatken be unasso-
ciated with the precepts of his faith and religion, how much more
should the ennobling, purifying, and happy power of the divine
truthe of our religion, direct and influence our daily thoughts
and behaviour ! Shall the poor Hindu fear to sleep, to eat, to
journey, or to enjoy without craving the protection, support,

lessing, and presence of his imagin eity, and shall the
worshippers of the one true God, the holy eternal Spirit, “in
whom we live, and move, and have our being,” be unmindful of
his presence, negligent of his service, unobservant of his hand,
thoughtless of his will; without apprehension of his justice, with-
out gratitude for his beneficence, and living as though we need-
ed not his help, or had no reason to be afraid of his displeasure ;
or as if all we have, and are, and hope for, were not His and
His alone ? Shall the very heathen around condemn us, in short,
a8 more insensible, more ungrateful, more irreligious, than even
they ? God forbid ! Havarensis .

V.—Objections to the use of the Roman Alphabet in teaching
their own languages to Natives.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

As many pages of your Journal have, during the past months, been filled
with pa in favour of the introduction of the Roman Characters, I trust
they will not be closed aguinst some observations from one, who takes a
different view of the question. The plan, when first it was announced,

to the writer of these remarks deserving of little attention. Fe.et

ing convinced that it was impracticable, he expected it would soon chare
the fate, which usually attends such visionary projects for improvement.
The ::'n:gy and zeal, which have been exerted in its favour, have hither.
to av this, and, at present, apparent success has been the consequence ;
but how long can it, or the extraordinary exertions which have caused it, be
to continue? In what has been written in favour of the plan he

can find nothing to remove the objections which occurred to his mind
when firet it was proposed : on the contrary, they have rather been confirm-
ed by a more sttentive consideration of the subject. In now laying them
before your readers, he trusts he will not be suspected of opposing, from s
love of controversy, the views of the promoters of the measure ; for many
of whom he entertains the highest respect and esteem. Among them are
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some, whose sole object in coming to this country is a sincere desire to pro-
mote the improvement of the Natives, and one, whose fortune, talents, lei-
wure, and the inflaence he derives from his situation, are devoted to the
same cause. Instead of feeling any desire to detract from the merits of
the individual Jast alluded to, he would rather see them held up as an ex-
ample to the service to which he helongs ; nlmost every member of which
has the power of influencing, for good or for evil, so large a number of his
fellow men. But, in proportion as he admires and respects the motives of
the advocates of the measure, he regrets to see so much zeal and energy
(of which in India there is none that can be spared), wasted in fruitless
attempts to promote what, he is convinced, is impracticable. This feeling,
aud o love of controversy, has induced him to submit the following re-
marks to your readers.

In order to obtain a correct view of the probable effects of the scheme, it
must be examined separntely, as it regards the European residents in, and
the natives of, Indis. The neglect of this appears, in some instances, to
have given rise to very erroneous opinions upon the subject. To the Eu-

whose object generally is merely to acquire a sufficient colloquial
knowledge of the language for the common purposes of life, the introduc-
tioa of the Roman character presents very great advantages. By meama
of works printed in them, he will be enabled at first to acquire in weeks,
8 knowledge of the native language, which, without them, it might take
him months to make himself master of. The words presented to him
in characters with which he is familiar, he uires with an ease to
which be would long remain a stranger, were they represented in the
letters of the country. But even as regards the European, who aims
at more than a very superficial knowledge of the language, the advantnges,
which he would thus at first acquire, seem to be greatly overrated.
The benefit in the saving of time and trouble would be temporary, the
disadvantages of not knowing the characters used in the country would be
lasting ; or would at least continue until the Roman characters have su-
perceded the native, not only in printing, but in writing ; a period of
which we are not likely to see the termination. How his powers of use.
fulness would, in the mean time, be circumscribed will afterwarde be shewn,
when we come to examine the condition of the native youth educated at
the English college at Delhi, ¢ who have no acquaintance whatever either
with the Négari or Persian characters.”

The object sought to be attained, by those who have brought forward
the project, is to persuade the hundred millions of men, who compose the
different nations, and epeak the different dialects of India, to agree, in ceas.
ing to use the ancient character of the country, and in adopting the

inted and written letters of another people to express the sounds of their
warions alphabeta. It is freely admitted, that if this could be accomplish.
ed, it would be productive of great benefit to the country ; but it is con-
tended, that it is unattainable, and that anLthing short of the almost
complete introduction of the system, would be productive of evil, instead
of advantage. It is useless to refer to history upon the subject ; research
may be displayed in the inqnirg, but history will afford us no example of the
success or failure of such a scheme ; for she does not record, that one like
the nt, has ever before been brought forward. Instances, indeed, are
prnl}:::’ in which the substitution of one character for another has either
partially or completely been effected. But when, and under what circumstan.
ces, did they take place ? Most of them were before the discovery of print.
ing, at a time when the knowledge of reading and writix a:;y character was
& rare accomplishment, and in a state of society, which, if examined into,

® See Alpha's lotter in the April number of this Journal,
u 2
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will be foundsuch as torenderthe examples in no way applicable to this coun.
try. Others are produced in which the original inhahitants, deprived of the
greater portion of the country by their conquerors, have been confined to
narrow limits :—when they have been the few and unlettered, in contact
with the many, snd the educated. But not one example can be produced
of the substitution having been effected in a country of any considerable
extent, in which the knowledge of reading and writing has been so gene.
rally diffused as it mow is in most parts of India*. The Mahammedan
conquerors formed a much more numerous body in the country than the
Ené.‘mh ; yet how incomplete has been the success of their endeavours to
introduce their language and letters.

The energy and influence which are exerted to promote the plan, will
doubtless ensure to it a partial success. Bome thousands, perbaps, some hun-
dred thousands may be induced to adopt it. But even supposing the success
t0 be thus grest, how immeasurably short would it still be of being com-
plete | And what would be the consequence of its being stopped in ita pro-

? Why, simply this, that another would be added to many evils
which it was intended to remove. A new dialect would be formed in each
of the languages of the country in which the Roman character was
used. For that the language written and printed in the new character,
would not long continue the same, with that spoken in the country, and
written and printed in the ancient letters, is a question which admits
of little doubt. Those, who think otherwise, would do well to exa-
mine the changes which from elighter causes have gradually been in-
troduced into most of the existing lan es. Besides what probability
is there, that the same agreement which now exiets among the few who
promote the system, will continue when its advocates become more na-
merous? Where is the guarantee, that there will be amongst them,
what has never before existed among any number of men, complete una-
nimity in one opinion. The consequence of a di ent would be
the same varieties in the spelling the words in its languages, as now
exist in spelling the names of places in India; which render a gazet-
teer upon a new principle, a neceesary appendage to the maps of the ooun.
try. The poet has told us that custom is the one supreme arbiter to decide
upon the introduction of new words : the same power alone regulatesjthe
mode of spelling. But never has custom had assigned to her a more diffi-
cult task, thanit would be to form an orthography, from the chaos in spell.
ing, which would soon arise from the introduction of the Roman characters.

But thess evils, it may be said, are all contingent ; they may never arise,
and they cannot soon occur. Others, however, remain, the effect of which
will be felt immediately. It is impossible to form any exact estimate of the
rroportion of the population of this country that can read and write, though
t is certain that it is very considerable, and much lsrger than the proportion
was in Europe, until a very late period. Thus the means are ready at hand,
by which useful knowledge and information may be extensively apread.
’l!he native schools, already existing, create the channels by which they
may be conveyed to the people. But a barrier will at once he raised by
the introduction of the Roman characters. The schools in which they are
taught, can no longer freely co-operate with the achools of the country in
the diffusion of knowledge. The knowledge may -be the same, but the
channel to convey it will be different. The books printed in the Roman

¢ Even if the attempt, to introduce the Roman characters into Germany, were
completely to succeed, it would by no means be a case in point. Let any one examine
the small letters of the German alphabet, and it will be found that not above three
materially differ from the Roman in figure. In sound the difference is not so great
from that of the Roman in Italy, as it is from that of the Roman as pronounced in the
different countries of Europe where it is nsed.
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letterewill be lnlod:ﬁyfm those, who are educated at the Native schools—
from those, who will for a long time continue to form by much the larger
pertion of the native community that can read. This, supposing it were
to continue for only a few years, would be a serious evil, and would more
than counterbalance the suppused saving, from printing in the Roman

In the Delhi College, it seems, the Roman characters have to a consider-
able extent been introduced®. Many of the native youth educated there
are taught no other alphabet. Do the promoters of the plan intend, in the
schools for the education of the Natives under their controul, to introduce
no other? Do they contend that the Natives, who are eent from the col-
lege, unable to read or write the characters used in the country, have re-
ceived an education suited to the circumstances in which they are placed ?
The advocates of the scheme must contend that they have. Let it be taken
for granted, that the education they receive is, in all other respects, free
from ohjection. All that is required for their intercourse with the Euro-
m: portion of the community, and with each other, is taught them. But

can they apply their knowledge with any prospect of success, either
for their own advancement in life, or for the improvement of their coun-
trymen? They must first learn to read and write the native characters.
They must acquire with difficulty, at a late stage of their studies, what, at
the commencement, could have been learned with comparative ense. It
may, perhaps, be supposed, that as the Delhi College was established for
the purpose of teaching the Natives English, the fact of the students not
learning the Native characters cannot fairly be charged as a defect in the
plan followed in that institution. But the fact is mentioned, not as it
might have been expected, as a defect, but with seeming approbation. To
the Native who can read and write only the English characters, some situ-
ations in the offices of Government are open. But what others are there
in which his knowledge can be usefully or profitably employed? When
placed without the circle of those who have been taught like himself, his
education is in a great measure useless. The means of communication with
others, except verbally, does not exist. His services cannot be employed
in buxiness. The courts of justice, which would otherwise open a wide
field for honorable and useful employment, are closed sgainst him. But
it is waste of time to dwell upon what is so obvious ; for there is hardly a
place in the country, or a situation in life, in which his usefulness would not
be cramped, if not entirely prevented. It may be said, that these incon-
veniences in individual cases, in which they were found to press, could
easily be remedied, and that they would exist only during the period, be-
tween the commencement, and the complete introduction of the system.
But what hope can be held out that the numerous body, by whom the
business of the country is carried on, will ever be induced to adoptit? 1Is
it expedient that such a line of distinction should be drawn between them,
and the educated part of the community ?

The present attempt, to substitute the Roman characters for the Native,
appears to have originated in the same error, which has led many to

ieve, that through the English language alone can education be
properly communicated to the Natives. They are pleased to find the ob.
stacles oppoeed to their free intercourse with Europeans in part removed,
forgetting that in the same degree is a barrier raised between them and
their countrymen. This feeling has had a great influence in directing

* Great numbers of the youth of Delhi, who are brought up at the English Col.
lege, have no acquaintance whatever either with the Négnri or Persian Character,
They know English as their language of education, and Hindustdn{ as their ver.
nacular tongue; bat the only character with which they are acquainted is the Rowman,
and this they employ to write both languages.—Mr. Trevelyan's Minute.
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the system of education adopted in the Hindu College at Calcutta. The
introduction of the English language has been the chief end simed
at by the Directors, who seem. in the earnestness with which they have
pursued it, to have forgotten that it is but a means for attaining a higher
and more important object. Had nothing more been required than to
make the students acquainted with the science and literature of the west,
and to remove, in some degree, the obstacles which are opposed to their
free intercourse with the Eurolpeann in this country, no better plan could
perhaps have been devised, The English language has been cultivated to
the neglect of the languages of the country. The English who have at-
tended the examinations have been pleased and gratified at hearing their
poets recited hy the young Hindus, at hearing read the English exercises
which have been written by them, and at being told that such is their love
for the language, that in their correspondence with each other, they use it
in preference to the Bengélf or Hindusthéni. What has been the con-
sequence of this system ? Those, who have been educated under it, form
an isolated class in the community—aseparated alike from tbe Euro

and the Natives : from the one b{_their education, from the other by their
habits, prejudices, and feelings. They have received an education unsuited
‘to the state of society in which they are placed, and they not without rea-
son complain, that they find it almost impossible to employ their acquired
information to any useful purpose. They write papers, which only those
can read, who like themselves have been educated at tbe Hindu College,
or in the Engligh schools ; but they make few attempts to improve and in-
form the minds of their countrymen through the medium of theirown lan_
guage ; the only one which can be employed with effect for that purpose.
At the college no pains are taken to give them a thorough knowledge of the
language of the country, or to make them acquainted with that which still,
to the reproach of the Government, continues to be used in the courts
of justice.

lJt must not be su , from his making the above remarks, that there
exists, in the mind of the writer, any wish to te?to“ the introduction of
the English language, or to see the funds, gran y Government, for the
purposes of education, diverted, from their proper object, for the purpose of
encouraging the study of Sanskrit or Arabic. On the contrary, it is his
earnest desire tosee the knowledge of the English diffused as widely
as possible, as being the best means of introducing into the country the
information, by which Native improvement will be promoted. It is hoped
too, that the English language will soon be made gradually to supercede
the use of the Persian, at least in those courts near the Presidency; and
that, wben before an English judge, as occurred a few days agoin the Sud-
der Dewanny, the parties on both sides are represented hy English plea-
ders, the necessity for using a language foreign to all the three will not
much longer exist. But the idea, that the English language will ever be
generally introduced into this country, is as visionary, as the expectation
that the Roman characters will ever completely supercede the use of its
ancient alphabets.

Sufficient encon ent will be always held out to the study of the
English, while employed in the business of the Government ; and if it be
gradually introduced into the courts of justice, all those, whose talents
or induetry incite them to seek advancement in life, will be induced to
cultivate it. Besides, it should be taught in the schools to all whe
have talents to benefit by the stores of knowledge and literature which it
contains. But it Ihoqu be taught, not as the language to be used in
the business or intercourse of life, gut merely as a means of acquiring use-
ful information. Every encourasgement n{ould be held out to induce
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the nation to study, improve, and cultivate their own language, in order
that they might be able to employ with effect, the information acquired from
the study of the Engliah, for the improvement of their countrymen. This
they would at first do by translating whatever would tend to their im-
provement. But their endeavours would not be limited to translations, or
to mere servile imitations. They would at length imbibe the spirit of the
originala, and transfer it into the Native idiom in the way best snited to
attract the attention of those for whom their writings were intended.
A literature, suited to the tastes and feelingw of the Natives, and which at
the same time would improve them, would thus be gradually created,
and aclass of men would be brought forward, who would be qualified to
take the lead in schemes for the improvement of the country. The almost
exchaive English education of the glindu, and the Romanising of
the Dethi.College, will have a very different effect; they will rather tend
to separats the Natives educated at those institutions from their country-
men, than place them in the advantageous situation, which they other-
wie might be made to fill, for promoting plana for their civilization and
improvement.
DELTA.

V1.—Words of Encouragement to the Promoters of the
Romanizing Scheme.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GexTLEMEN,

Many hundred miles away from the continent of India, we
still gaze upon the labours of Christians, for the conversion
of the Hindus, with most deep and lively interest; and it is
with special interest, that we read in your valuable periodical,
ofthe attempts now making to introduce the Roman character,
in lien of the Native characters of India.

Any thing that I can say, Gentlemen, can have very little
weight with your readers—but yet I want to be one of those,
who hold up their hands in favour of the attempt ; for I verily
believe it to be fraught with blessed results.

I wish indeed I could assist the work : I feel an intense de-
sire to send my mite in aid of the printing oE‘e”rations; and yet
our local claims are so many and pressing, that it is beyond my
power.

My object in writing these two or three lines is, principally,
that they may meet the eye of those who may be termed
the main-spring of the whole plan—that they may be encourag-
ed by the thought, that there are many, who are viewing from
far t{eir benevolent exertions with most intense interest—who
would be delighted beyond measure to aid so good a work—
and who, if they can do no more, will at least pray, Goo AL-
MIGHTY GRACIOUSLY VOUCHSAFE His BLEssING.

Your’s faithfully,

,'lll...'

Straits of Malacca.
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VI1.—Essay on various Points of Christian Morals,connected
with cases of Marriage, Separation, Divorce, &c. with a
tal reference to the cases that are now occurring among

Converts from Heathenism, in India.

[Concluded from our Jast.]

In the first part of this Essay we remarked three queries, to which
replies were given by the Apostle in the 7th chapter of his Epistle to the
Corinthian Christiuns. Two of these have been already considered, the third
now demands attention ; the answer to which is contained in verses 36,
37, and 38: “But if any man think, that he behaveth himself uncomely
toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let
him do what he will, he einneth not: let them marry. Nevertheless,
he that standeth steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath

wer over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will

eep his virgin, doeth well. So then he that giveth her in marriage,
doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage, doeth better.”
Some considerable difference of opinion exists among commentators
88 to the interpretation of this passage. I shall, aiming as I do, not
at curious, userhspo, yet unprofitable, discussion, but solely at useful
and practical instruction, lay before my readers that view which a
pears to me the hest supported by the words of St. Paul himself,
and by the general tenor of Scripture, as well as by the customs and
circumstances of the times and countries to which there is reference.
You remember the Apostle argues, throughoutthe entire chapter, on the
fact that the externsl condition of the Christian church, as a small
and proscribed body, rendered many things not in themselves unlawful
or sinful, yet more or less highly inexpedient and injurious. I sup
then the present question put to the Apostle to have been, whether betroth—
ment obliges to a fulfilment of the marriage contract, when it has, in the
mean time, from one or other of the circumstances already adverted to,
become i.nexzedient to enter into that state. Now there can be no doubt
that every Christian is sacredly obliged to accomplish what he has engaged
to do, while the possibility of his doing o exista. Yet in this case of be~
trothment, the question is one rather of delay than of entire omission, of
postponement to & more suitable time, than of total positive violation of
contracted duty. No circumetances can justify or even palliate a wilful
dieregard of & solemn obligation, and refusal to fulfil an engagement deli-
berately entered into, except they be such as involve a higher duty, and
previous more important obligation ; s in the case of betrothment to a
person believed or represented to be a devout Christian, yet afterwards
well ascertained not to be such. Here the spiritual and religious wel-
fare of the Christiann man or woman is at stake,—here the previous com- -
mand “not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers,” is of full force ; by
adhering to the contract, all the hn‘l:riness, and many of the chief objects
and advantages of married life, would be sacrificed, or at thelesst, pre-
sumptuously Jeopardized ; and not only when the betrothment hasbeen made
while the parties were under age, and hed no freedom of choice,—in which
case there can be no question to a Christian,—but even where a8 contract-
ing individual has been misinformed, imposed upon, or hns erred from
imprudent precipitation; or lastly, where the other party has declined from
the guod way, waxed worldly, irreligious, or vicious,—in all ench instances
it appears a positive duty to break off the engagement, and not to ex
either to probable hazard or certain shipwreck, the happiness of future life,
or the epiritual prosperity of the soul.

There are cases, however, not eo easily determined—such for instance as
those in which either troublous times or seasons of persecution, or loss of
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henlth or means, mayrender the completion of the matrimonial engagement
moreor less highly inexpedient. To the first of these the Apostlein the text
no doubt, as all along throughout the chapter, specinlly refers—and in this
or equally serious case, he furnishes this rule of determining the course to be
adopted: “If any man think, that he behaveth himself uncomely to-
ward his virgin, if ehe pnas the fluwer of Aer age, und need so require, let
him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.” erse 36.
i. e. if 8 man’s own judgment and feeling lean to u murriage ; es-

ially if it appear to him, all the circumstances of the cuse con-
sidered, that the coundition of the female betrothed or promised, or with
whom a voluntary engagement has been entereg into—for these
stand both on precisely similar ground—demands it, i. e. if either
&er noed of protection or support, or her exposure to temptations ; the
length of time the promise has been unfulfilled, or the demands of her
natural guardians, &c. seem to render it improper he should any longer
refrain from completing it ; or if,as was the cnse among the Jews when these
Epistles were written, it be the general feeling and opinion of society, that
it ie either unsafe or discrediusbfe to delay marringe beyond a certain age,
especinlly in thefemale ; or it be judged unkind to deprive an affectionate
woman,during the best years of her life, of the privileges and satisfactions
of conjugal and maternal affection—if from any or all of these reasons,
there be a kind of moral necessity to conclude the marriage, and if be-
sides his own wishes coincide, then let a man do * ns he will—let
them marry;” and both he and his hetrothed or affianced bride be as
Iu{zy as the providence of God and present circumstances can allow them
to Piety, contentment, and mutual affection, will do much to render
them eatisfied with their cundition, and go far to remedy the unavoidable
trials of life, under even very unfavourable external circumetances.
““ Trouble in the flesh” they must expect—but it may at least be greatly
mitigated and lessened by being borne with fortitude, and by the conjoint
efforts of faithful partners, helpsmeet for one another in the journey of the
world. “ Nevertheless,” he adds in verse. 87, *“ he that standeth stendfast
in his heart, having no necessity, hut hath power over his own will, and
hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well.”
‘That is, where a man’s resolution and fortitude fail him not, and
bis judgment is unaltered, and where he is not under any such necessity,
either in himself or in the other party, or in the common circumstances of
the case, and can submit his wishes to his reason, his passions to his pru-
dence, and both to conscience, disinterested attachment, and the rule of
circumstances ; and so determines to hold his affianced virgin still free from
the cares and dangers to which a present marriage would expose both—ghe
of course consenting—he doeth well, determines wisely, acts with a manly
and Christian resolution, fur alike from selfishness, precipitancy and pas.
mion. ““ 8o then,” under these circumstances, verse 38, “ he that marrieth,
doeth well ; but he that marrieth not, doeth better.” I quote this verse
according to a various reading of importance, and well supported, as Gries.
bach decides.

It is evident that many of the foregoing remarks apply very pointedly
to the circumstance of a party, who having been, while yet a heathen, be-
trothed, whether by himself or his parents, to a heathen woman, has,
before the completion of the marriage, hecome a Christian. Whether is
he bound to fu‘)ﬁl the contract ? 1 should from the text reply, decidedly
not. The prior duty of marrying “only in the Lord,” and so consulting not
only his future eartbly peace and happiness, but nlso, and chiefly, his svul’s
prosperity, sets aside the obligation o? betrothment : *“a Christian man or
woman is not bound,” nay, ought not, under such circumstances, to marry an
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affianced heathen. At the same time, every reason of justice, truth, and
kindness lies upon him to make every effort, and grant every proper
delay likely to lead to the conversion of the other party; he is not at
once and fpso facto without such endeavour and Christian patience,
absolved from all the obligation of the previous contract.
2nd. But there is another view of the text, somewhat different from the
receding ; that which refers the Apostle’s words not to betrothed parties,
Eut to natural guardisns, parenta and others, determining upon the ques-
tion of giving a danghter or ward in marriage. Here also, the case which
is supposed throughout the chapter of marriage, namely, the existence of
reasons more or less pointedly affecting the necessity, expediency, or in..
expediency of marriage, holds good stilf. There can be no doubt, whether
it is proper, as an abstract question, to bestow a female in marriage when
arrived at years to understand and fulfil its duties and obligations—it is
the design of Creation, the course of Providence, necessary to the con-
tinued existence of mankind, the best guarantee for public and individual
virtue, the truest source ordinarily of human happiness to man and wo-
man alike. But circumstancesalter the clearest cases., VWhat is lawfid,
as we have seen, is not always eapedient, easy, or proper—what may be done
without sin, cannot yet always he done with prudence, or with a due re-
to reason, safety, or happiness. The question here is—sahall a father or
guardian be held bound in nfl cases to promote the marriage of his virgin
daughter or ward, and to give her away to a suitable person, should such
offer? The answer is this, verse 36, “ 1f any man think that he behaveth
himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age and need
00 require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not ; let them marry,” i. e. if
any such parent or guardian conceive, 88 the betrothed husband in the former
case is supposed to do, that by delaying the marriage of his maiden daughter
orward, he is exposing her to nndue temptation, or inflicting on her too
severe a self-denial, or violating what is generally deemed seemly and
befitting in the opinions and usage of society, especinlfy if ahe is arrived at or
beyond the flower of her age,—the due period of marriageable life, —especi-
ally if to these reasons be added the necessity of securing her a provision
and protection in case of ber now natural protector’s death, or in conse-
quence of his inability to support her, or in order to shield her egainst
ersecution, danger, or sin,—then let him do as his discretion directs
im, or his deliberate wish inclines, *“ he sinneth not;” commits no offance
agninst her or his own conscience, by accomplishing her marriage even in
the most troublous times of public calamity and persecution, or under any
other accidental circumstances, which would yet in themselves, and not
counterbalanced by other greater evils from delay, render it highly inex-
ient to promote a matrimonial connexion. Some of the existing evils
in the flesh she may have to endure; but if she mnybe thereby saved from
greater, still more if from spiritual dangers or sin, especially if her own
inclination favour her bestowment in marriage, then let that course
be adopted notwithstanding. v. 87. * Nevertheless he that standeth stead-
fast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will,
and hath 8o decreed in his heart thathe will keep his virgin, doeth well.”
If however, i. e. no serious mischief or danger would result from con-
sulting the actual state of things, whether of public calamity or domestic
affairs; if the parent or guardian is under no pressing necessity of disposing
of a young maiden in marriage, and has therefore no reason why he should
strongly wish to do 8o, is rather disinclioed to it, and has therefore from
& due consideration of things resolved not to do so at present, but rather
to retain her still under his own eye,care, and shelter, awaiting a more
fitting occasion, quieter times, more favourable circumstances ; and nothing
in her disposition or conduct advises the contrary,—then his determination
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is commendable ; in the former case supposed, “ by giving her in marriage
be does well,” now by “ not giving her away he does better.”

Such appear to be the two most just and natural interpretations of this
passage ; which of them is to be preferred much depends on the decision as
to the reading,  marrying or giving in marriage,” in the 38th versc. But
whichever be thought the genuine reading, and consequently the original
intention of the apostle, the cases are so allied, and the reasoning applies
o similarly to both, that whether the question be concerning a betrothed
purty or a betrothing nt, the answer will he as above given. In either
ease t00, where betrothment has taken place between two parties yet hea-
then, one of whom becomes afterward Christian, then the previous general
law of Christian marriage that it should only be * in the Lord,” determines
what ought to be the course pursued in regard to completing the contract.
What was eaid of the Christian betrothed man acting freely, applies with
the same force to a Christian father in regard to the bestowment of a
Christian daughter in marriage on a previously affianced heathen, and ob-
liges him to the same cautiouns patience, united with conscientious firmness.

Having thus disposed of the question of betrothment, there yet remains
one other on this matter, of very great moment in the present state of
India as Missionary ground, namely, whether a Christian man, a convert
from Heathenism or Mahomedaunism, having many wives, is to put away all
except the first ; or may lawfully retain them all as having been all legally
married alike, while he was yet Heathen or Mahommedan.

1. The first point that here presents itself is the previous lawfulness or
unlawfulness of polygamy, on wrich opinions are various, altogether, I must
think, from the effect of early association and natural prejudice, and not from
s just view of the case as it actually stands. That polygamy is lbs'.ncts.lldy'
wrong, does not appear in any way of reasoning. It existed before the flood,-
ss in the case of Lamech,who had two wives Adah and Zillah. This instance
is sometimes very unreasonably adduced to disfavour the original lawfulness
of polygamy, as if becanse Lamech, the firet poiygamist on recoid, is also
mid to have “alain a young man” in what we should call justifiable
homicide, he were thence to be viewed as a warning example of the sin of
marrying more than one wife : although certainly not only is no censure
whatever passed by the sacred historiun on this polygamist, nor is even
a reomark made that might serve to shew, he was a solitary or nnusual
instance. Besides, his act in slaying a fellow-creature s in no wise, as far
a8 ean be made a , connected with bis having had two wives ; nor
im be charged by ﬂm with a crime in the one case more than in the
other. He is not rebuked either as a polygamiet or a homicide ; nay, so far
from it, he is himself introduced with all the oons:iousgess of inno:'.leneo,
quite unsuspicious that his polygamy rendered him obnoxious to divine

i re, declaring tbat he was more unfortunate than offending in thée
case of the young man whose life he had taken ; since it was done in
self_defence, while the youth was in the act of “hurting and wounding”
him. His wives, we may suppose, anxious and alarmed, would express
their fears for Lamech’s life from the vengeance of the relations of
the deceased ; which he quiets by reminding them of God’s assurance to
Cain his progenitor, thet his life should not be taken for the murder even
of his brother Abel, that an especial Providence should protect him from
barm. On whichhe reasons, if Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, then surely
Lamech seventy and seven fold,” i. e. if God, for wise r?nsons no doubt, dlin:
engage gpeci to interfere with a threat of sevenfold vengeance on t|
man who shouldy presume to takethe life of one clearly 8 guilty murderer
of an innocent brother, assuredly he will protect with a much heavier
penalty the life of one who has but in self-defence unwillingly and un-
tvmd.zl' y committed a simple manalaughter on an individual who had

N2
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waritonly nsssulted and wounded him, and who therefore met his just
death in a criminal act against the life of his neighbour. After the
too, to say nothing of alfl ancient nations, Abraham, his grandson Jacob,
Gideon, Elkansh, David, Joash and many others, had more wives than one,
some even many, and in noone inmn;I{n the fact reproved. Abraham was
*the friend of God;” Jacob specially protected and blest by the Almighty ;
Elkanah s devout man; David a chosen prince and prophet, eminently
pious and * the seweet Psalmist of Israel ;" for Joash, the high priest
Jehoiada himself selested two wives, and that young prince, it is immie-
diately added, “did what was rightin the sight of the Lord, all the days
of Jehoinda the priest.” The Jewish laws of Deuteronomy meke express
provision for cases of polygamy, and direct the procedure of the husband,
to secure justice to his several wives, that ane may not be favoured to the
injury of another. Of course, I do not contend for the erpatisncy or even
the Aarmlessness of polygamy, but only for ite intrinsic lawfuiness. 1t
does seers to me utterly unreasonable to brand that as positive sin, which
existed unreproved before the flood, and was practised after it by the most
eminent and devout servants of God, those moet favoured with his ial
manifestations and grace, proposed to us as models of virtue, and who, as
was Abraham, had even heen divinely directed in other matters of moment
to abatain from the really evil practices allowed in Heathen society : this
too being & usage which his own inspired lawgiver Moses, if he did not
command or encourage it, yet scknowledged, and regulated ; and which
continued through all Jewich history to prevail, unrebuked by a single
prophet or any one inspired individual. Surely were polygamy iotrinsically
“wrong, it would not have been thus passed over. Nay, our Saviour, sithough
he did specially discountenance divorce, and declared that in certain cases
&t had only heen sanctioned by Moses because of the hardness of the people’s
hearts, 1. e. their unmanageable temper and unamenableness to cuercive
and restraining laws, as well as the cruelty and violence which the attempt
to ccerce would have occasioned againet the wives whom they should be
restrained from divorcing them, to whom therefore it was even mercy to
allow their husbanda to dismiss them,—1I say our Saviour himself, while he
thue spoke of divorce, never declaimed against polygamy. True, it was less
practised in his time among the Jews; but it was still rife among other
people. Polygamy is, notwithstanding, decidedly unfavoursbleto domestic
peace, to the virtuous education of children, and most of all to the mental
culture of the minds of women, and unfit for an advanced state of civiliza.
tion and refinement ; and especially unsuitable to an institution like
Christianity of a highly ele and spiritual character, a religion intend.
ed to call men away from passion to reason, from sensual indulgence to
heavenly devotion, and to introduce, foster, and finally establish an ultimate
improvement of mankind in all the excellencies of piety, charity and tem-
seunea. It is, as we before enid, silently discouraged, not openly con-
emned. 1t is one of the practical evils of early society in a degenerate
world, and which, while not absolutely and intrinsically sinful in itgelf, nor
therefore positively unlawful to be practised, is yet by all history proved
to be most injurious in it effects upon private pesce and publie virtue ;
incompatible with ‘geneml education, the mental improvement of women,
and the progress of universal happiness. In the whole New Testament,
there is not one single syllable of declamstion aguinat it ; but there is one
provision which clearly shews the spirit and intent of Christianity—one by
which the Bishop or Priest is required to be ‘ the husband of one wife.”
1t was clearly becoming and necessary, that he who was to be set apart for
boly and epiritual offices, to be employed in teaching a most pure and
spiritual religion, and to exhibit in Ei- personal character and conduct its
proper tendency and character, should not neutralize his instructions, and
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veaken the influence of his office by a polygamy in his own person, which
would be bat too apt to draw him aside from the spirituality, self.
denial, and temperance, of which he was to be the preacher and the
pattern ; which would demand too large a portion of his attention, anxie.
ties, and cares, by the necessity of regulating, instructing and providing for
a extended household ; and which by the disagreement, jealousies, bicker-
ings, and breaches of domestic harmony it too commonly introduces, would
distract his mind, irritate his passions, and unfit him for his holy calling,
:{depﬁving him of the quietude, tranquillity, and leisure eo indispensa.

e to its discharge. Christianity did not, as its unwise corruptors after-
vards attempted in vain to do for it, forbid the lawful and moderated
indulgence of the social instinet, and so expose the spiritual office in the
cthorch to all the onnatural restraint and dangerous snares of a com-
pubsory celibacy, which afterwards became the fruitful seed of e0 much vice
wd scandal in the Romish Church ; but neither did it leave the ecclesi-
mtic the onlimited freedom of gratifying caprice or appetite—it permitted
him to taste of the cup of domestic pleasure, but not to intoxicate him.
lelf with excessive drafts of any earthly delight; holding that happy
medium oo favourable to the peace, the virtue, and the spirituality of the
individual and his flock. The natural effect of the extension of genuine
Christianity over not ooly the priesthood, but over all the laity like-
wise, i3 to discou all intemperance of earthly gratification, and to intro.
duce into every relation of life, all the regulsting influences of spiritual re-
fnement of idea, elevation of sentiment, generosity of disposition, and ma.
symore. The tescher was quietly exhibited as the first example; and
vithout precipitate attempts to coerce the habits, or giving a hasty shock tq
the prejudices of mankind, the silent but eficacious power of the Gospel was
lesigned to effect, and has effected, the salutary change in question, in every
ution of Christendom. Domestic society, as it has been refined and
ipiritualized, has become freer and more happy, sweeter and more safe—
religion ensures the stability of ite enjoyments, by rendering them more
lemperate, more holy, better regulated, and more confidential.

2 The previous lawfulness of polygamy, abstractedly considered, and the
tourse actually adopted by the Almighty for its ultimate subversion, sug-
gest & second remark, that when a heathen man has heen legally married,
L e. according to the laws of his own country and religion, to more than
bue wife, whether any distinction of grade or class of wife, concubine,
&e. be obeerved or not, it does not appear that any thing in the character
of Polﬁglm_v itself, or in the institution of Christianity, demands the putting
A¥ay of any one or more of such women. They are his wives, he has promis-
ed them duty of marriage, support, and protection ; he has no right to
dinsinish aught of their just claims. The merciful provision of the law of

oson for kindred cases comes in support of my position. Ex. xxi. 10, com-
mandg,even of a purchased alave, whom her master has betrothed to himself,
that *“ If he take unto himself snother, i. . an additional, wife, her food,
ber raiment, and her duty of marriage shall he not diminish.” And to
wpply the case to India : what may be the precise /aw of the case, I am not
wfficiently informed upon ; but assuredly there would be great cruelty
o0d hardship in & man who becomea a Christian, having several wives,
dismigsing all but one ; who, even admitting that they may be legally put
away, are by the usages of the country precluded from marrying another ;
and who even if the husband continue to support them, (the dificulty of
doing which will certainly be much increased when the household is
divided,) are publicly disgraced, and exposed in deplorable moral ignoraace,
weakness, and strength of passion to very strong temptations to pursue
ill courses. Again, if there are children, whose shall they be ? the mother’s

or the father's ? From one pareut or the other, are they certainly in this
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case to he separated ; of whose control, instruction and affectionate inter—
course shall they be deprived ? Shall they be held legitimate or otherwise ?
1f there be several wives, which shall be retained ? The first, it may be repli-
ed; but by what law is she more a wife than the second or the third? To these
difficulties add the strong temptation held out to an insincere profession
of Christianity $as in the case of divorce in general), for tbe mere purpose
of getting rid of & wife or wives no longer beloved, or whom the busband
is weary of supporting ; and it seems to me that a formidable masa of
difficulty is raised agninst the position combated, quite sufficient to prove
it ahsolutely untenable. Under the plea of a previous unlawfulness, sup-
ported by no just reasoning, inculcated by no inspired scripture, ratber
opposed to the allowed and unrebuked practice of patriarchs and pious
men under the theocracy of the Almighty Lawgiver himself, nowhere for~
bidden in the New Testament, only incidentally discountenanced in the
persons of those to be set apart toholy offices, (whose calling and duties
are sufficient reasons for the prohibition of polygamy in their cases, quite
independently of any notion of unlawfulness or general inexpediency),—
under such a plea are helpless women, legally united to men sacredly
engaged to love, support, and protect them, to be rejected from home, from
the honours and comforts of wifedom and maternity, exposed to fearful
temptations, cruel privation, and eelf-denial, ignominy and solitariness,
suffering a disruption of all the sweet ties of domestic intercourse and affec~
tion ; the education of children is to be neglected, their filial attachments
blighted, and & reward held out to the purest acts of injustice, of selfish
cruelty, and impious b{‘pocrisy on the part of husbands and fathers. Let
no Christian after he has been admitted into the Christian Church, add
unto his wives, or support the practice of polygamy, however usual in his
nation and country ; but let him not discolour the mild, merciful, and
generous features of Christianity, to the view of hia countrymen, by the
hideous deforming of such accumulated injustice and unkindness.

him live, being already a polygamist, as the ancient patriarchs did, in holy
and faithful fulfilment of all the duties of marriage, alike with all hie
wives, leganlly such ; but let him not for a moment allow himself to enter-
tain the monstrous and unnatural purpose of injuring those he loved and
swore to love for ever, who have lain in his bosom, become the mothers of
hie children, the partners of his joys and sorrows, by putting them away
from him for no original or after-fault of theirs, upon his becoming a
Christian. If indeed they should desert him, he is absolved by the same
rules that apply to the case of a single heathen wife or husband voluntari-
ly departing from a partner when become a Christian; for then the act
is theirs, not his—* a brother or sister ia not under bondage in such a
case.” But short of this, no legitimate ground appears to be left for sup-
porting the position 1 have thus endeavoured to prove unscriptural and
untenable. The importance of the question must be my excuse for so
lengthened a consideration of what must be expected in many instances
to come before the Christiun Missionary, if not already yet certainly ere
long ; and it is of moment, to have the difficulty previously di , and
the eolution of it already furnished. How far the foreguing remarks may
go to afford it, the resders of the OpErvER must now decida.

Havareras.
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VIII.—Ordination to the work of Evangelists of two Native
Preachers ; in the General Baptist chapel, Cuttack.

The names of the two brethren who were ordained are Gangs-
dhar and Rimchandra. The former, before his conversion,
was a high caste brahman, much respected and very influential
among his neighbours and acquaintance, and consequently in
no want of the necessaries of this life. After several years of
anxious inquiry and close examination he renounced his ances-
torial religion, and all the honours and profits of his brahmani-
cal character on the 23rd of May 1828, by being publicly bap-
tized in the Mahinadi. He is the first®* Unyé that broke
the chain of caste, and embraced the gospel, under the ministry
of the Orissa missionaries. Almost immediately after his con-
version he was called to preach to his degraded and idolatrous
countrymen the glorious gospel of the grace of God, which he
had found so efficacious in removing condemnation from his own
mind, and of imparting peace to his own conscience. As a Chris-
tian, he is characterized by frankness and warmth of affection,
and as a preacher he is earnest and powerful in his address.

Rimchandra is of a respectable Mahrita family, and in
the scale of caste superior. The distress of mind, which pre-
ceded his public profession of the Saviour, was very great. To
forsake the religion of his ancestors, and become an object of
contempt and reproach among his acquaintance, was to him a
great sacrifice. Often did he pack up his family idols in a bag,
and suspend them from the roof of his house—and as often did
he take them down again, restore them to their honours, bowing
himself down before tiat;m as the gods of his father's house. He
used to think :— These are the gods of my forefathers, the gods
they worshipped and sacrificed to in the times of their prosperity ;
the gods to whom on my account they offered their prayers, their
vows, and their oblations; and what am I more than my an-
cestors, that I should cast them away?” In the endurance of
this mental conflict he used to shut himself up in his private
room for days together, and would not permit even his wife or
children to interrupt him. Light had broken in upon his un-
derstanding, and in vain he attempted to allay his doubts as to
the truth of his old religion. In his retirement he carefully
read over and compared the New Testament and the Bhigabat,
and examined the moral tendency of each : it will easily be con-
ceived what the result was; his reverence for idols and 1do_la-
try turned into contempt, and his regard for the scriptures in-
creased into assurance. He saw he possessed a book which

® Eran, who was baptized by Mr. Bampton at Barhampur on the 25th
of December 1827, is a Telingd.
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his forefathers never knew, and which, had they known, they
might have received ; a book which he believed contained the
revealed will of God, and the true plan of human salvation.
8till he found it difficult to renounce caste and credit, wife and
family, (for he knew not that the latter would accompany him in
the event of his becoming a Christian ; and the marriage of his
children, supposing they should, perplexed him much.) After
much painful exercise of this sort he reasoned with himself, « My
first duty is to obey God myself, and then I believe he will pro-
vide all neceasary good, and direct all things well ; who knows,
he may dispose my wife and children to follow me.” With
this persuasion, and a mind deadened towards the ties of kin-
dred and family, he made known his determination to profess
himself a Christian; and amid the lamentations of his wife and
children and other friends he left his village and came over to
Katak, where he was baptized Nov. 1st. 1829. He is a well
established Christian, prudent and thoughtful. Soon after his
baptism he commenced proclaiming the gospel. At first he had
much timidity, but as he increased in Christian knowledge and
experience he became a bold and persuasive preacher of the

ospel of Christ. His preaching is less eloquent than his fel-
fow labourer ; but more distinguished for argument and mild
persuasion. The one overpowers his hearers with the force of his
natural eloquence, while the other convinces them by his argu-
ment, and draws them by the mildness of his persnasion.

The European brethren being convinced of the propriety of
their ordination, it was appointed to take place on the 11th of
September. The writer of these lines broke the subject to them,
pointing out to them its importance and obligations : they ap-
peared for some time to be overawed with the responsibility of
the office they were about to assume ; but being recommended
to make it a matter of special meditation and prayer, their re-
luctance disappeared, and they were the better prepared for the
solemn occasion. The service commenced with singing in Eng-
lish, and reading and prayer in Uriyd by Mr. Brown. Mr. Goad-
by then delivered an introductory address, showing at large the
scriptural propriety of the present service. After this ad-
dress a verse of an hymn was sung, and then the two native
brethren came forward,and kneeling on basses in presence of
the congregation were solemnly set apart to their work by im-
position of the hands of the three European brethren, Mr. Zacey
offering the ordination prayerin the Uriyi langnage. Another
verse of an hymn was sung, and Mr. Lacey dehvered the charge
in their own language to the two evangelists, founded on 2
Tim. iv. 5. (midd}{:;l (5:1190 :) “ Do the work of an evangelist ;™
from which he pointed out to them, I. What the work of an
evangelist was; II. The motives with which it should be under-



1835.] Progress of the English Language, &c. M

taken ; and 111. the feelings the evangelist should cultivate if he
would be successful.

The whole of the Native Christians attended, with several En-
ropeans and others, and the chapel was comfortably filled. It is
little to say that this was a goocﬁlay, or the event of it one of
interest. gels and happy spirits are interested in the affairs of
men ; * there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,”
and doubtless the ordination of the two first native ministers of
Christ among the Uriyis was an event which caused joy in the
presence of the angels of God in heaven, as it will when known
rejoice the hearts and encourage the faith of his saints on earth.
O tbat their ordination may be the forerunner of many more,
till Orissa shall be furnished with an ample number of mis-
sionaries of the cross, raised up from amongst her own children,
and fitted by the Spirit of Godl: to direct her benighted tribes to
Christ, and build them up in their most holy faith ;—till Orissa
shall no longer be 2 land of painful idolatrous pilgrimage; no
longer be stained with the blood, and whitened with the bones of
human victims to an ugly and senseless idol; but shall lift her
hands to the Lord, and say, *“ What have I any more to do
with idols 7" C. L.

IX.—Further progress of the English Language, and of the
Roman Character, in India.

In reverting this month to our usual supply of information
under these heads, we will not tire our readers with any
lengthened details of the progress of the great literary enter-
prise of the present day ; the substitution of the Roman for all
the different characters of the East. Suffice it to say, that the
gysiem is spreading as rapidly as its warmest advocates can de-
sre. The Bible Society has ordered 200 copies of the Roman-
ized version of Martyn's Testament, now in progress of publica-
tion, for the use of the families of the European invalids at
Gorakhpur, Chunar, &c., and a proPosition (which there is
every reason to suppose will be readl‘liy acceded to,) has been
made to Government by a distinguished public officer, to intro-
duce the use of the new letters into a large office in the Upper
Provinces. As these are official recognitions of the system, they
have been mentioned first in order, but thereareother circumstan-
ces which afford still more satisfactory proof of success, among
the first of which we would mention, that the E:b]ication of books
in the reformed character is no longer confined to the original
projectors. Besides the numerous works which are in progress

o
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at the birth-place of the undertaking, we know that two dic-
tionaries, two hymn-books, and a book of fables are now in
warious stages of completion, It is evident, that those who
wish well to the enterprise, ought now to bestir themselves,
and make some sacrifice in aid of its advancement. The re-
sources of a single individual have proved sufficient to try the
experiment of the practicability and advantage of the system ;
but although he will not relax his exertions, the united means
of many individuals will be required to establish it gene-
rally throughout this presidency. If only every third person
of those wio have expressed their approbation of it, were
to undertake the Romanization, and printing, of a single Hin-
dusthéni or Bangéli book, the entire popular literature of this
side of India, would be turned into the new letters within the
next six months; and in this case, who can say what would
be the extent of the chunge which the next six years would wit-
ness? We are convinced that mha::g will bestir themselves. We feel
satisfied that not only every third friend, but every friend, will
contribute to the extent of his means. Let each take his favo-
rite book®, and after it has been duly invested in the foga, let
him eend it to be printed at the press, with which he happens
to be connected ; and after it has been printed, let him set aside
a certain number of copies for gratuitous distribution among
literary or influential natives, and deposit the remainder at con-
venient places for sale to the peopll; at prime cost. We ear-
nestly request all who think well of the design, and wish it
success, to do something in its behalf ; and if they will do so,
success must be the inevitable result. Every thing has been
done which individual effort can accomplish, and our expecta-
tions must now be turned towards the public, for whose benefit
the plan was projected, and without wEose active co-operation,
it is impossible that it can finally and generally prevail. The
printing of booke and periodical papers in the English charac-
ter, its introduction into schools a.ng ublic offices, and its adop-
tion in public and private correspondence with natives, are the
means, and may God bless the use of them.

We now proceed with extracts from correspondence as usual.

1. Katax.
Letter from a Missionary, dated Jan. 10, 1835.

“1 find from the ¢ Observer’ that you have ordered to the press the Ro.
manized Uriyé books I sent you. I hope they will scon be forthcoming, aa
though I expect at first we shall have many difficulties, we are anxious to
commence the uee of them. I am now preparing the ¢ Elements of Natu_
ral Philosophy,” but cannot say when it will be ready ; the first part, I
hope, will not be more than a fortnight from this time.”

* Where the works are expensive, two or three i
print then pe )y persons may unite to
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2. Ba'Nxumam.
Esiract from a Letter dated Burdwan, Deo. 8, 1834,

I am in great want of an English school-master for Bénkurah ; fifty pro-
mising young men are waiting for a teacher, of whom some know to
read already, and our esteemed friend Mr. Lang is ready to pay the
teacher’s salary. If you could find us a competent person, the sooner the
deiter, we should both feel very much obliged to you. The salary will be
according to hin ability, from 30 to 40 rupees. I need not deacribe the
character which a man is such a situation ought to bear, but I must men-
tion that I should prefer a Christian Hindu or East-Indian ; chiefly
becanse there are a number of Christian children to be instructed belong-
ing to the Regiment stationed at Binkurah, and if the individual in ques-
tion has grace in his heart to say a word to the edification of those peopls,
be may prove a blesming and be additionally useful

8. Caora Naorur.
Letter from an officer, dated Oct. 13, 1834,

Your efforts to abolish Perslan must, as it seems to me, carry the day.
For instance, what a blessing it would be to a district like this to get rid of
oll the interlopers whom our Persian introduces—men who feed on the fat
of the Jand, and deprive the natives of all honourable and useful employ-
ment. If Hindi and English were introduced, we ahould have a pledge for
houesty in the permanent interest of the people employed ; while as it is,
sar native officers have every inducement to fill their pockets and enjoy
their guins at home.

The Hindi Primers in the Roman character are very good indeed.
The Nitikathé shall be arranged in togas immediately.

From a Native Teacher, dated Kishanpur, 22nd December, 1834,

On the 21st ultimo, we opened the sehool in a tent, no house being to
this day bailt for the purpose. The firat day we had only aix boys ; this
pumber, though vary inconsiderable, has by emall additions been after s
month increased to 21. Others will, no doubt, flock from every direc-
tion very soon ; and at all events, we may expect some 40 or 50, in course
of somae five or six months, if through the blessing of the Great Father
no impediment should intervene.

Thie small number of boys I have divided into three classes. They are
all studying Instructor, No. 1, having learnt the alphabet perfectlv ; and
some being farther advanced. Besides this, they are studying Hindu( in
Roman characters, and have commenced writing.

The Négpurians are perfectly teachable, and like their masters, as well
the language they sre studying, very much. The easinces and cheapness
with which a knowledge of the English language can at this day be ac.
quired, seems to have made such an impression upon some of their minds,
that they would prefer it to Persian ; and what is more etriking, even to
their own hngn-ga If, therefore, the natives of the land are so much
disposed to learn English, what, I ask, will be the necessity after a number
of years of employing Laléa in civil and military kéchhéris ? Certainly some
wholesome measures should be taken, whereby the school here may thrive
and prosper; for leaving the Krhnlrz object of education aside, this will
form the ground-work for the abofition of the Persian language in this

lace.

’ 1a conclusion, I beg to inform you that the nstives here are not so mueh

rejudiced aa the majority of the Bengilis, or the Lila of Makka, and the

g(unlminl in general ; they sre open to conviction, and would be obedis
o2
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ent and thankful to those who take an interest in their welfars. May this
school, under the auspices of the mighty Ruler, be an humble means of ex-
cluding idolatry from this part of thies vast peninwula! Oh! would that
these gltigpurians would one day desert the standard of their Sri Krishna,
Lakhsm{, and a host of gods and goddeases, and follow the dictates of
Truth—genuine Truth.

4. BaNaras.
Exztract from a Letter dated Secrole, Banaras, Nov. 23, 1834

You will I am sure he glad to hear that the worthy Mr. Ruspini, Chap-
lain of Ghézipur, is anxious to establish schools at his station, and I have
reason to hope that an opening for the introduction of the Roman alpha—
bet syatem will be efacteny his instrumentality ; as he has asplied to me
for some copies of the S8ermon on the Mount, Hindusth&én{ and English. I
wish you would endeavour to get Mr. Trevelyan's address to the Natives
of Hindusthén relativeto the Roman character, translated intoU"rdu, Per-
sian character, and send me up some copies for distribution, I have only a
few in the Bangili character, and they are of but little use at & place
where all the reapectable portion of society read and speak U’rdu.

You will I trust be »so kind as to use your influence regarding the books
I wrote for Iately, and also what 1 have nowapplied for, so that I may have
them #200n ; it grieves me to be obliged to disappoint people so ofien as
Iam.

Notwithstanding what your correspondent in the Calcutta Christian Oh.
server says about pictures, nearly twenty years experience in teaching haw
convinced meoftheir use. Tuke for instance a newspaper,—you will be:fmoat
sure to findin somepart of it mention made ofsome utensilor tool of K
invention or manufacture, and pray, supposing it necessary, how are you to
explain the word to & native of the mufassil, who has never seen the instru
ment or any thing like it? Oh describe it, I shall be told. Very good, and
soI will ; but, after all, what says the cold proverb, ‘“ seeing ie believing,” and
it is understanding too. A good cheap well arranged lithographic picture
book would beinvaluable in a mufassilschool, I mean one containing sketches
of animals: Cameleopards, Hippopotami, Crocodiles, &o. &c. are not
often to be seen salive, nor are ploughs, pumps, harrows, scythes, sickles,
wheel-barrows, steam.engines, fire-engines, stage-coaches, &o. to be found
at a mufassil station. I give you this as a hint, and think you will agres
with me that such a work would, notwithstanding all that is said aguinst
pictures and picture books, be of no little use.

In my last, I believe, I told you that the Church Missionaries at Go.
rakhpur are about establishing schools; I have already sent them a num-
ber of books, but they want many more English elementary ones, which
of course I shall desﬂutch aa soon as | get & supply. They wrote also for
some globes, those which are advertised in the monthly lists for gratuitous
distribution to the conductors of schools. They, I believe, wish for one set
for their English school, and one for their Native schools. I want some
also to send to Mr. Ruspini, and wish for one or two for my own school,
which I sm happy to ssy is increasing in numbers.

5. Sasenan.
Extract from a Letter dated Banaras, Sept. 6, 1834,

A gentleman of Saseram, named ““ Shah Kabir-ud Din,” whom I have
met occasionally at Baniras, and saw in his own village on my journey from
Calcutta, four months ago, is about to visit the capital of {ndia, and has
begged me to furnish him with a note introductory to you.
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He' is anxioos to confer with you respecting the establishment of =
school at Saseram, which has been a large and ﬂouﬁ-binﬁaplm, though
pow in a decayed state. A seminary of instruction in that part of the
emantry, if well managed, might doubtless be of great service to the inha-
bitants, but I know not if the assistance required for the undertaking can
be granted.

6. CaUNaR.
Letter from a Missionary, dated Chunar, 22nd December, 18384.

1 have to offer my thanks for your very kind letter re{lrding Roma.
nising such works as are likely to be of general use. I only regret I was
not st home to reply to it earlier ; I was out upon a Missionary excursion.

1 fear my other duties will not permit my doing much now in the way of
Romanising, nor are any of my Orphan boys forward enough to assist in
it : bat I do not despair of doing something when the heat of the weather
will prevent mv itinerating.

I well recollect, some sixteen or eighteen years ago, a circular was sent
round for votes, for, and agninst, Romanising Martyn’s U'rdu Testament,
snd I was then decidedly for it, knowing what obstacles the Persian and
Nigari characters presented to many, who would gladly read the Hindus.
sthénf in the Roman character, but despaired mastering the other alpha-
bets. It appears we were out-voted, and therefore the thing dropped.

Had such a thing been then done, we should have had, by this time,
twenty readers of the Hindusthini where we have now but one.

7. GORAKEPUR.
From a Gentleman at Lehra, near Gorakhpur, dated October 20, 1034,

As I take great interest in the experiment now in progress for introduc-
ing the general use of the Roman character in expressing the vernacular
of India, which I regard as a most important step towards civi-
lising and instructing the natives, and facilitating communication between
them and the Earopean inhabitants of the country, I shall be obliged to
you if you will forward to me by dsk bmg:l‘y any copies of the Christian
Observer bearing upon the subject. I shall also be glad to receive a list
of any works which may have been printed upon this system, that I may
make a selection therefrom. I have already taught the system to 8 writer
in my employment, and am deeirous of extending it, through him, to other

persons in my service.

8. LaxaNav.
Eaxtracts from Letters, dated November and December, 1834,

1 have the pleasure to send you 110 of the Moral Precepts, romanized ;
do not you think it will be a good plan to print the whole book separately
as little volumes of the Lib: ; or half the impresion might be bound in
this way, and the other in two volumes, as perhaps better suited
for class books in schools.

A munshi here, who reads English, and has been employed in translat-
ing and romanizing, at first said, that he preferred reading Hindusthénf in
the Persian character ; but now that he has become accustomed to the Ro-
man character, he is ually changing his opinion.

I expect that contributions to your native Moral and Entertaining Libra-
ry will cl:'owd in upon you. I think I know five persons preparing instruc-
tive books.

A lady from whom I heard yesterday, a very superior person with an
excellent mind, says, she wishes you would romanize the whole Bible;
snd she has given me a commission to have printed a small volume of Ro-
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manized Hindusthéni hymns, for the use of the female school here : indeed

it will be of genernl use. It is delightful to see those holding a high sta

;i::d infmh' ty, o.lr:rting their influenca and devoting themselves to the
of the .

I find thepmpmhia take very pleassntly to the Roman letters ; two have
written me grais in it, though their spelﬂng aa yet is very independent of
all rule ! Cheap copy-books to extend the system will be very necessary.

Judge Bahib sab hukmon ko spne héth se likté hai, aur log, Mudai aur
Mudgfalaihi, is ko dekhkar, bahut khush hain !

Angrezi harfop se Munshi Rishwatgir ka zulm mauqdf hogé, is wéste,
ki Judge 8éhib ab dp sab arsian parhenge, aur &4p hukm likhenge.

If you have a mind to publish another Copy-gook, I shall be happy to
sapply you with such sentences as the preeceding.

he plan of giving extracts from correspondence about the progress of
English and Roman character, in the Observer, is excellent. It shews all
concerned that they are not alons. * In union there is strength.”

9. Denwi.
Euxtract from a Lelter dated Dehli, Deo. 4, 1834,
About the new orthography you may set your mind quite at rest. It is
getting on here as well as you could desire.

10. Loprana.
Letter from an Officer, dated 23rd December, 1834.

Your good and worthy friend Mr. Lowrie, (I hope to call him mine
also, when we have become better acquainted, for he possesses very strong
claims in my opinion to be esteemed and admired,? has, I am very glad
to say, recovered his health, and so long as the cold weather continues,
I have no fear of its preservation; but I lament to say that Dr. Mac-
Gregor, his medical adviser, is of opinion, that his constitution cannot with-
stand the heat of the climate. I need scarcely assure you, that this
unforeseen result has been a subject of great regret to me, and dis-
appointment to Mr. Lowrie ; for I bad anticipated his location here s
of the highest importance to the moral and intellectual improvement of
our fellow creatures in this part of the world, where his labours were
certain of being prosecuted with success. To alleviate in some degree,
however, the painful concern with which I am eure you will receive
this information, I am happy to announce that your excellent friend is now
engaged in giving a permanent foundation to two schools which we have
established at this place. The one is in Cantonments, the other within my
estate. What we waated above all things was the introduction of a sys-
tematic course of instruction, which an experienced Eeraon of Mr. Lowrie’s
character and ability could alone confer ; and notwithstanding the laudable
exertions of Bhahamat Ali, the pmgrm that has been made in my school
during the last fifteen days, under the occasional superintendaance of Mr.
Lowrie, sufficiently proves how imperfect the previous labors of 8hahamat
were, and the advantage we have gsined, even should it so be ordained,
by the temporary residence of Mr. Lowrie among us. I will not yet alto-
gether forego the hope of his continuance here ; at least until his place
can be supplied by one of the two fellow Misionaries whom he expeets
from America,

11, Saean.
Extract from a Letter from an Officer, dated Sdgar, 26th Dec. 1834,
I have the pleasure to send you a draft for the sum of thirteen rupees, .
on acoount of the packet of the Bermon on the Mouat in ths Roman cha-.
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racter. As soon as the English teacher comes, and Krishna Ran returns,
we shall open cur English class, and get some of the respectable people
to have their sons entered. What makes me most anxious for this Eng.
lish class is the conclusion that we shall sooner or later, and right or
wrong, make English the of our courts: and the belief that we
shall by this measure more by any other estrange and isolate our-
selves the great mass of the people, unless we have members of the re-
spectable inhabitants of every province and district fitted to fill the offices.
To bring natives for those offices who bave been educated in Calcutta
or in any distant province, and have their families at such a distance,
would be a grest evil ; and by bogmnmgeuz I think we are obviating
the necessity for it. 1 want, too, as I have y told you, to see our
intercourse with native gentlemen of education placed upon 8 more easy
and sgreeable footing than it now is. If every native gentleman were nble
to read our English newspapers, and some of our best authors, our inter-
views with them would be quite different from what they now are, though
they might not be better men in any relation of life. In sclence of course
the natives are children, and require English as the best means of sc.
quiring it. I may venture to say, that any native youth might learn En-
glish, and be well aducated in all that it contains, in the same time that he
would, upon the ordinary system, require to learn the Sanskrit language
alone.

12. Kamrm.
Letter from a Gentleman, dated 2Wth Oct. 1834.

An officer at Kampti has written me, that he is about setting up a school
in his Regiment, and will shortly require a quantity of books from the
Lista Inthe meaotime he desires me to send him the pamphlet on the
Romanising plan, and a few Anglo-Hindusthinf books, together “ with a
good plan of introducing English among native boys on a Soriptural basis.”
Perhape in this last-mentioned you could kindly afford me some little as-
sistance.

13. MammPUBR.

An officer at this station, speaking of the heavy expence of diék banghi
conveyance, says, “ I regret this less on my ownaccount than on that of
my Native friends, ma’liy of whom, if supplied with the elementary worke
recommended by Mr. Trevelyan, and romanised according to his excellent
system, would gladly commence upon acquiring themselves, and endeavour-
ing to give their children, an English education.”

14. ‘BaneaLoRE.
Extract of a letter, dated Deo. 17, 1634,
1 have seen your Romanizing plan, It is nearly the same as I nsed when
in Calcatta. If you wish for the Tamil and Canarese alphabets to fill u
r table, I shall be hn‘fpy to send them. Can you send me a few 1
ms on the plan; and as I have leisure, I will put them into Canarese
and Tamil, and return them for you to do as you please with.

15. Burmamn.
Extract of a letter from Moulmein, dated Jan. 6, 1835.

I have just time to write a line to you, ere the packet will be closed. 1
have seen Mr. Trevelyan's little book, but as yet have not had much time
to examine it. You have probably seen before this what Mesars. Bennett and
Brown sent you upoa this subject. 1 am in favour of their plan, because it
seemns to me the most simple of any I have seen. Bome of us, I believe
1 told you, have written to our Bonn! respecting our printing in the Ro-



104 Progress of the English Language, &c. [FEs.

man character. I fear there will be objections in their minds, which conld
not easily be removed, unless some one in favour of it were on the spot to
explain to them the great object. I hope you will eend a specimen of your
doings in Calcutta to Boston, and this may do much to lead our friends to
determine that the Karen should now be printed in the Roman charscter.

Do you or T— know Col. — Prin:xul Commissary of Ordnance? He is
a man of great talent, and in all probability would, from the reasonshleness
;{ .tl:ie Elun, approve of the Roman letters being used instead of shocking

mndadu.

Now in the arsenal, he has a host of native book-keepers, who
keep the rough arsenal books of receipts, and issues, in Hinduf or
Bangdlf, (in Persian, Nigari or Bangdli characters respectively.] But how
useful would it be, were all his arsenal conductors and sergaants to be able
to read those books ; that in short the same letters shouid be used for all the
books in the arsenal. All the native book-keepers could learn the 25
Roman ietters, and begin the new system almost within a month., I think
if T were to propound this to so sensible a mind as Col. ——'s is, he
would spprove. The plan would apply to the whole of the Ordnance
Department, with great benefit; then the system of book-keeping would
come within the check of Eunglish accountants, and the whole department
would be alike. This is very applicable to the Commissariat, Post O'fice,
and, indeed, every public office in India where there are native book-keep-
ers writing public accounts, in letters, which none but themselves can
read! Collectors’ offices especially would benefit by this.

I am tr{ing the experiment, and 1 find the hz’mshis take to it with
seeming pleasure. It is only 25 new letters to learn ! Were a good paper on
this subject of public native accounts drawn out and circulated, it might do
much good I may perhaps draw out a rough draft of one, and send it to

ou. Government, I think, would even order the public acoounts to be
ept in that way.

The preceding notices from our own correspondence, and
others which we have lately furnished, in addition to what (did
our limits allow) we should most gladly extract from the pages of
cotemporary journals, will fully satisfy our readers, that the cause
of English education is steadily advancing. We may add, as
another proof of this pleasing tact, that the demand for Schood
‘Books is gradually increasing, not only in this presidency, but
in others. We particularly refer to Madras, where through
various causes the efforts to promd&te solid English education
among the natives, have been hitherto but partial and inefficient;
and where the School-Book Society, which was some years
since formed in that presidency, had been suffered to become
extinet. We learn with peculiar pleasure, that some copies of
the * Monthly Lists” having lately reached Madras, an order
for no less than 2000 rupees worth of School-Books has been
selected from them, and ordered from a Calcutta bookseller.
We regard this as a pledge, that the friends of Educa-
tion at the sister presidency are determined to exert them-
selves, and to compete with, if not to excel, their associates in
the good work in our own. We need not say, that any as-
sistance in our power will be most gladly aﬂ'ordeg them.
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X.—Oratorios and Professional Singing in the House of God.
To the Editor of the Christian Observer.

S, : .

I bave been much astonished at the undeserved censure upon the
Bishop of London which has appesred in the London Papers, because
that worthy prelate objected to the church being turned into a place of
smusement, which is the object of Oratorice. I am sure, ifthe Editors
of those papers were serioualy to reflect on the origin of these musical
festivals, they would dnr:fe eir censure into praise of that excellent
Bishop's conduct. On reference to Hawkin's History of Music, it will be
feand, that Oratorios are an avowed imitation of the Opera ; with only
this difference, that the foundation of them is always some religious
or at least some moral subject. That excellent divine, the Rev, John
Newton, in his sermon “ on the Lord coming to his Temple,” strikingly
exhibits the impropriety of conduct ch le on Christian peopls who
sttend Oratorics. In this case, he rem ‘s number of condemned
aiminals choose to make the solemnities of their impending trial, the
character of their judge, the method of his procedure, and the awful
sentence to which they are exposed, the ground of a musical enter-
tainment. And as if they were quite unconcerned in the event, their
attention is chiefly fixed upon the skill of the composer, in adoptin
the style of his music to the very solemn language and subject wit.g
which they are trifling. The message of redeeming love is set to
music ; and this, together with man's sinful nature, and the fearful doom
swaiting them if they continue obstinate, is sung for their diversion,
accompanied with the sound of cornet, flute, hurp, sackbut, psaltery,
dulcimer, and all kinds of instruments !”

While the musical taste of such a people may be lauded, surely there
are few true Gospel ministers who would not deeply mourn over their in.
sensibility. But the London Courier, who is lavish of his abuse of the Bi-
shop of London, alludes also to every person of like sentiments, ¢ whose
religious sensibilities (says the Editor) shrink with horror from the
thought of listening to worda of sacred import from the lips of nxe per-
formers and professors of the musical art :" but 1 would submit for the con~
sideration of the Editor, whether it is consistent with a deep sense of our
holy religion to bring into the choir of God’s house persons who perhaps
only a few honrs before were performing on the stage of a theatre. In
Chronicles we find, that the singers in God’s house were the chief men of
the Levitical tribe ; in the Christian Greek Church they are ordained mi-
nisters, and in the cathedrals in Europe they originally conaisted of those
brought up for the ministry. Would it then seem fitting that a graduate
for the service of God should be one night in s play-house, performing, and
the next day, singing the praises of his Redeemer? Searle in his Chris-
tian Remembrancer, very appropriately observes, * I cannot but shake my
head when I hear an officer of the Church calling upon the people te ging
¢ to the praise and glory of God,’ and immediately half a dozen merry men
in & high place shall take np the matter, and most loudly chant it away to
the praise and glory of themselves : the tune perhaps shall be too dificult
for the greater part of the congregation, who have no leisure to study
crotchets and quavers; and so the most delightful of all public worship
is wreited from them, and the praises of God taken out of their mouth.”
But when the whole congregation respond to the call, it is suited through
Divine grace to kindlein the hearts of all present a fire of zesl and love
sad devout affections; and thus a holy peace of mind is awakened by
these attempts at Christian psalmody.

I hope, dear sir, some one better qualified than I am will take up this
subject. 4 SUBSCRIBRB.

P
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REVIEW.

Vidwan-Moda Tarongini, or Founiain of Pleasure to the
Learned, translated into English, by Mahé Réjé Kalt
Krishna Bakédur, &c. &c.

The Work thus entituled first appeared in 1832, from the
Serampore Press, containing with tﬁe Sanscrit original in the
Bengﬁ character, the same English version now attached to
the Devanigari. The difference of character therefore excepted,
the present is simply a reprint of the former edition, without
alteration or improvement. Even the title-page still professea
to be a first edition; though a dedication togLord . BENn~
TINCK 88 of & second edition, is subjoined, and & short paragraph
inserted in the Advertisement, with thedate 1834. In that addi-
tional paragraph it is stated, that  the present edition has been
made at the suggestion of Mr. C. E. Trevelyan, the Depy. Secy.
to the Government, and highly approved by Mr. Secretary W. ﬁ.
Macnaghten, and Captein A. Troyer, A. D. C,, for the better
understanding of the inhabitants in the Upper Provinces ;™
meaning, it is presumed, that the Devanigari character has been
substituted for the Bengédli, in order to render the publicatiom
available for the natives of the Ultra-Bengal Provinces. Whe-
ther the highly respectable gentleren here named, as recom-
mending and approving of the re-impression, have found leisure
from their namerous and highly important avocationsto exa-
mine attentively the original work, and compars it with the
present publication, we bave no means of determining, noris it
of consequence to learn ; since it is to be inferred that they were
simpl“et%e advisers of the propriety of putting within the reach
of educated natives of the upper countries, such esteemed origi-
nal works, accompanied with an English version, as deserved a
wider extension than while perpetuated in MS. only, they
could ever obtain; so, at the same time, exciting a taste for
the study of the language and literature of their European
Rulers, and advantageously and effectually qualifying them fox
pursuing larger measures of acquirement, while widening the
range of Western wisdom and science.

e Réji’s object is a highly laudable one, his exertions
doubtless well-intentioned, ang therefore meritorious. An ex-
amination alone of hispublication can enable us to decide upon
the measure in which the execution is calculated to accomplish
the proposed design.

This may be considered twofold—Ist, to aid the English
student in the perusal and understanding of the original San-
skrit work; Qndf , to assist the native learner, in the acquisition of
the English language, while leading him to a better acquaintance
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with the philosophy of his country. In either case, the
tranelation should not only be accurate, but adhere as closely to
the original as may be consistent with idiom and purity of
style. Where the sense and meaning -of the suthor are not
faithfully and clearly conveyed, the European will be led into
error, or left, without help, to rely on his own single judgment ;
and where the version is obscure, inelegant, or unidiomatic, the
native will be in danger of misapprehending its purport, and
of acquiring an erroneous, unclassical, or barbarous phraseology.
Now it 18 not with the remotest feeling of disrespect to the
Rijé K4li Krishna, that we are compelled by truth and just
criticism, to pronounce that the present publication will not, in
our judgment, stand the test of examination by the foregoing
canon. His is neither a faithful translation nor a correct one.
But we must first describe the original work, which is an inter-
locutory poem, or dramatic dialogue, of the simplest construc-
tion. e design of it is to expose the tenets and practices of
the various Hindu sects of mixeff Philosophy and Theology. It
comprises eight cantos or #cts, numbering in sum nearly 400
Shloﬁss or couplets, in metrical composition, besides portions
of intermixed, in which the characters are introduced,
explanations given, &c. These eight cantos sare poetically
termed by the author so many T'arangas or waves, forming
together the Vidwan-Moda Tarangini, or Waving River of
Pleasure to the Wise. It was composed by Chiranjiva, a cele-
brated Pandit (or scholar) of Gaur, the ancient capital of Lower
Bengal, in the reign of Daksha, king of that eountry, accordin
to Ward, (the Réjé K. Krishna, says of Vikrama Sena; ung
is written in various metres, from the anustup of two Pidas
or hemistichs, m each of the two lines of the Shloka, to the Pra-
kriti of twenty-one.
The conduct of the poem is as follows :——In the first eanto or
logue, the author, after an obscure and highly imaginative
mvocation of the goddess Durgé to aid his intellect, grves his
own geneslogy, with laudatory details of his memorable ances-
tors, their workes and learning. In the second canto, the
monareh is represented surrounded by his courtiers, while
individuals of each sect of philosophy and theology, as well as
professors of grammar, rhetoric, &e. appoa.ch to partake of an
entertainment to which they had previously been invited. A
well-informed courtier introduces each as he advances, to the
royal notice, by a succinet enumeration of his characteristio
sppearance, dress, and manner. Approaching the monarch, all in
turn address him in strains of mingled compliment and blessing,
ndimg te their several peculiar notions or professions, and
involing the deities specially regarded by their several sects.
8o when the Shaiva (or worshipper of Shiva) enters; ¢ the courtier
rd
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thus spoke to the R4ji.—His head is covered with matted hair,
his waist girded with a tiger-skin, and his body decorated with
- Vibhooti {lhe ashes of cow-dung), from the upper part of which
is seen suspended a garland of Rudrékshya (red berries). He
comes forward and blesses the Réjé in the following strain :—
May he whom the Vedas always sing of, and the Yugees (or
devotees) constantly contemplate ; by whose authoritative com-
mand deities are created, protected, and destroyed; he who,
though he be incorporeal, yet for the salvation ofhis people
became corporeal ; even He whose only reflexion is his own
glorious self, and who enlightens the world, preserve your life
from danger !”

The description of the Nyiyaka (or logician) is characteristic :
“On his tongue Saraswati, the goddess of speech (eloquence),
appears as it were to sport; he looks upon all, himself excepted,
as a straw in point of knowledge.” The Vedénti or pantheis-
tic philosopher’s salutation is equally expressive of the peculiar
notion of his sect : * May your mind be freed from illusions, and
become duly enlightened by ready understanding; may you
have a right estimation of yourself, and be free from all earthly
ties of relationship, with which the heart of every individual on
earth is en ssedl: and by which the knowledge of the one God,
whose sun-like spirit floats upon the waters, and who alone is
all-wise, supremely happy, dwelling in light, the unknown, and
yet the all-present, is forgotten !”

The last who i8 introduced is the Néstika or atheist, (pro-
perly a Bauddha or Buddhist, according to the assertions of the
orthodox Hindus.) ¢ This person steps with great prudence
and caution, swee’Ping the ground he is treading, lest he should
injure any insect ;™ (they are represented always to carry a broom
for the purpose, as being peculiarly tenacious of abstinence from
all injury to animated creatures;) ¢ with his hair dishevelled,
he approaches and speaks thus:—Alas! how hasthe heart of your
majesty been misled by adhering to the sayings of treacherous
people ; your majesty pays homage to mere 1dols, and thinks
that by so doing, as well a8 by sacrificing animals in honour of
them, you perform a pious deed, which wll ensure your majesty
everlasting bliss! May fyonr majesty then be just and upright,
by following the path of true wisdom.” Here the argument of
the book commences. The entrance and speech of the Ndstika
excite a general movement among the courtiers, who, says the
translation, ¢justly ridicule the man,and expresstheir detestation
of his impiety:—O vile infernal creature, whence comest thou!™
Upon which he in turn reproaches them with ¢ slaying harm-
less animals, and yet pretending to meritorious actions.” The
Miménsaka or Vedic ritualist first takes up the gauntlet, and
carries on an argument with the atheist, who, having worsted his
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antagonisat, 18 next encountered by the Vedénti or pantheist, with
whose defeat the second canto concludes. In the third, the con-
test is resumed by the Tirkika or Sophist, or general dis-
tant, who professes to investigate every thing, and to decide
y Just reason alone. The atheist is here represented as having
the worst of the argument, and is at length driven to admit,
though reluctantly, and for the nonce, the being of an Almighty
Raler, but still denies his eternity : till he is at length ¢ complete-
ly confuted and censured by the courtiers for his incapacity to
argue, as well as for his ignorance of mythology. The theologist
began in the meantime to triumph over his opponent, and it was
universally admitted, that supernatural power belonged to Him,
who is the sole Lord of men, and the great Governor, as well as
the final Destroyer of heaven and earth, under whose parental
protection his creatures enjoy tranquillity of mind, and through
whose divine aid, atheism and its supporters may at any time
be confounded and destroyed.” This conclusion is certainly
Just in iteelf, and leaves an impression favourable to piety and
virtue; but in the conduct of the dispute it is more than doubtful
whether the atheist does not bring forward arguments which
his opponents do not always effectually meet. This whole contest
with the atheist is both the most animated and most interesting
portion of the entire drama, and eert.n.i‘xgy affords a very favour-
able specimen of the author’s J)owers. e shall give an abstract
of its principal parts as an inducement, we hope, to some of our
readers to peruse the entire work. Havarensis.
[ To de continued in our nest.]

DOMIESTIO OOCURARENOES.
[Where the place is not mentioned, Calenfta is to be understood.)
MARRIAGES.
At Surat, Captain F. M, Isedell, 16th N. 1., to Miss Walters.
At Nellore, Mr. J. Summers, to Miss McLeod.
Mr. P. Clemons, to Miss Henriques.
Mr. J. Campbeli, to Mrs. Mayer.

C. A. Cantor, Esq., to Miss Wilkinson.

Mer. G. Cleamont, to Mise Marrlot.

Mr. J. Peters, to Miss Mary Vosso.

Mr. DeSabat, to Miss DeRosarlo.

John Davidson, Esq., to Mrs. Dengman.

Mr. Willlam Frensban, to Miss Braham.

Mr. Jobn Bmith, to Miss Manook.

Mr. C. G. Brien, to Miss McKan,

Mr. Charles Peters, to Miss Robinson.

At Chinsurah, Lieut. G. Smith, H. M. 44th Regt., to Miss Brund.
Mr. C. Sutherland, to Miss M, H. Sutherland.

Dsc. BIRTHS.
6. At Moulmein, the lady of Capt. SBtockwell, of a son.
14. At Cawnpore, the lady of Capt. Smith, 6th L. C., of a danghter.
16. At Belganm, the lady of Capt. Weynter, 4th N. L., of a son.
31. At Chittagong, Mrs. William Keonedy, of a son.
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Mrs. Gomes, of & daughter.

. The lady of Capt. Thom n, of & son.

Mrs. F. Heberlet, of hter.
Mre, P. H. Thomas, ot a ter.
The lady of Captain Home, of a son.
Mrs, G. Cottle, of uhn;htar.

Mprs. Rabaa, of & son.

Mrs. G. Smith, of a daughter.

Mrs. Howitaon, of a son,

Mrs. Michael DoRosario, of a son.

At Kidderpore, Mrs. Trotter, of a daughter.

Mrs. G. Forrest, of a son.

Mrs. Kiernan, of a son.

At Serampore, the lady of E. Sandford, ., of a daughter,
At 'nrhoot, '.he Indy of W. H., Sterndale, of a daunghter.
At Dum-Dum y of Capt. Vuuvnu, of a danghter.
Mre. Chllcroh. of a son.

Mrs. Paterson, of a son.

At Chinsurah, Mrs. Barber, of a son.

Mrs. mehlrd Evans, of ason.

At Chinsuruh, the lady of Rev. W, Morton, of a daughter.
At Chndernlgore, the lady of F. Comfon, Kaq., of a daughtaer.
The lady of G. 8. Dick, Esq., of a son.
Athtnn,t.hehdyofs Drou, Eusq., of » son.

The lady ofP Durand, Esq., of a danghter.
Mn Joseph Dessa, o{ a daughter,

Mrs. er, of & son.

At Dinapore, the son of M l:f-ﬁ:f’w da
re, the son . . one day.

On the river, Master Pakes, 15 years.

Madame Maric Regordie, 75 yoars.

Miss Sineas, aged 15 years.

Mrs. A. DeSouzs, 78 years.

Mr. H. Ellison, $3 years, 3months and 13 days.

At Midnapore, the son of Mr. H. le 11 moanths.
At Dacca, the lady of Major anuf so'th.‘l':. .

At Bombly, Nr m:lurd Nor. aged S0 years.

Alfred Plane, l&

At Berhmpore r. Abbet, aged 39 years.

At annglre, William Sutton, Esq.

Serjeant Dickson, H. M. 44th Rogt., aged 67 years and 7 moaths.
Mrs. Harris, aged 41 years.

Mrs. Mary Freeborn

The lady of Col. J. P O'Halloran, C. B.

bhtppiug Intelligence.

ARBIVALS,
lr-n, (F.) H. Bernard, from Havre ds Grace 26th August.
—S. Thisult, and C. Thiault, Esqs. Merchants.

Passengers.
t_ ‘i‘;:r‘“t' (Barque,) J. McMine, from Liverpool 27th June, and Rio Janeiro
1st Octol
30. Fualcon, (Ditto,) D, Oveastone, from Sin Malscea and Penang
1008 Doty (D1t101) ’ gupare Tib,

Passengers from Singapore.—John Clark, Esq. and Alexander Fraser, Beg.

From Pang.—llqor Sutheriand, and Licutenant Bowers, Mudras Infantry.
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Jam.
3. hrates, A. Hannay, from Liverpool 25th August.

PB‘P .—Mrs. Hore, Mrs. Allan, Mrs. McKinnon, Miss E. Hunter, Miss
Church, Miss A. Hunter, Dr. John Allan, H. R. Brown, and Kenncth Mclver,
Ewqe, Merchants ; and Licutenant W. Hore, H. C. 8.

— Sir Archibald Campbell, Robertson, from Marcanum 30th October and Che. .
dada 915t December.

Pamengers Madras.—P. J. Philips, Esq. and Mr. John Harreld.

3. Corsair, (; ,) R. Richardson, from Moulmein 20th December.

Passengers.—Mns. Tingate, Mr. J. Darwood, Mr. Tingate, and Mr, Hardee,

Pattorson, from Loodon 8th February, Port Jackson 8th October

1. J. Minshead, from Sydney 16th September and Singapore 18th

Pamsenger from .—Captain P. Hopkins, Bengul Army.
— Charles Stuart, ooner,) D. Davis, from Rangoon 30th December.
. Forth, C. Robiason, from 4th, Singapore 17th and Penang 28th Dec.
1l. Cuaragoa, D. Dunn, from Moulmesin and J rosuth.
~— Enterprize, (Steamer,) C. West, from M tam 16th January.

Dxc. DEPARTURES,
J:o. Fyzel Curreem, J. Beattlo, for Bombay.
AN,
3. Hibernia, Gillies, for London.
— Mount Vernon, T. M. Sanaders, for Baston.
3. Derrea Dowlut, Nacoda, fur Bombay.
7. Resolution, Q. Jellico, for Arracan.
8. Lord Hungerford, C. Farquharson, for London,
11. Water Witeh, (Barque,) A. Henderson, for China.
Pawengers per Water Witch.—Messrs. Bralne, Shaw, and Richmond.
13. Mellekel Bohar, Haizie Almas, for Moeca and Judda,
— Fattle Mohin, Sied Mahomud, for Judda.
18. Loadon, (H. C. C.) J. Wimble, for London.
Pamengers.—Mnrs. Apderson, Mrs. Barnes, Mrs. Matheson, Mrs. Gibbon,
M. Anderson, Colonel Anderson, C. S. Major Jeffry, A. Anderson, Esg. ; Robert
Barnes, Esq. Childrea, Misses G. Matheson, Mary Gibbon, Lucy Gibbon, Emily
Baraes, and Eleanor Barnes ; Masters T. Matheson, J. Matheson, Charles Gibbon,
J. Gibbon, J. Pulton, R. Fuium, James Fulton. C. Huttman, Pearce, Parker, and

2. Donna Carmelita, Charles Edwards, for Kbyouk Phoo.
— Arsb, (Barque,) J. 8. Sparks, for Khyouk Phoo.
91. Hashmy, A. Stuart, for London.

Passengers per Duke of Bedford for London.—Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Mainwaring,
Mr. Col. Frith, Mre. Erskine, Mrs. Batten, Misses Frith, Erskine, Marshall, and
Bexxmont ; Mr. J. P. Ward, C. S. Colonel Cheape, Lieut.-Col. Frith, Artillery, and
Liewt.-Col. Hay, B. N. 1. ; Children, Misses Frances Ward, Henrictta Ward, Ellen
Elison, Amelia Batten, and Catherine Batten ; Masters George Ward, George Batten,

h Elison, Francis EHson, two Masters La Marchard, two Masters Shermaa, J.
Frith, and R. Mainwaring.

Pagsengery per Coromandel for London.—Mra. Moore, Mrs. Thomson and 2
children, Mrs. Taylor and 3 children, Mrs. Mansel and 2 children, Mrs. Browne
aad 4 childven, Mrs. Gray and 3 children, Miss Sievwright, Lieut.-Col. Moore,
Major Thomeon, Captain H. P. Brown, Captain Gray, Mr. Lackersteen, Mr. De-
Mello, two Masters nd, two Masters Steel, Master Davidson, and Mr, Siev-

wright,

Passengers per Cormwcll for London.—Mbra. Col. Simpson, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs.
Wood, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Reynolds, Miss Imlach, Col. Simpsoa, Captalus Houghton,
Tomlineon, and Wood ; Licutenants Wadington, Slslsh and Bolt ; Mr. Brown, Mr, .
Glasgow, Doctor Turnbull. Children, Misses Simpson and Brown, 3 Masters Turn-
bull, 2 Misses Low, Misses King, Wood, and DeBret, 3 Masters Jacksons, Mastors
Newmarch, Brooke, 2 Masters Turnbull, Masters Bell, Simpson, and Brown.

Passengers per Blpkinstone for London.—Captain Donald Stewart, H. M. 3rd

in charge of troops. For Madras.—Mrs. Captain Gordon, Mr. Morris,
C. 8. ; Captain Fitzgerald, A. D. C. to Sir Frederick Adam: Lieut. Blagrave, and
the Prench Company, consisting of 3 ladles and 4 gentlemen.

P ers per Andromache for Bombay.—Mrs. Sleigh and family, Mrs. David-
%00, General Sleigh, Captain Davidson, Lient. Walker, and — Bates, Esq.

Pazsengers per Bnterprise for Masulipatam.—Sir Froderick Adam, K. C. B. ;
Mujor Hodges, Private Secretary; Major Limond, Military Secretary; Captains
:r’:l.' aad Alrey, A. D. C. Captain J. A, Moore, lady and child, Mr, Wheally

y.
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Maeteorological Register, kept at the Surveyor General's Office, Calcutta, for the Month of December, 1834.
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