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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

March, 1835.

1.—On the Universal Diffusion of Christianity.

Eveny one who is familiar with the volume of inspiration will
readily admit, that it were an easy task to accumulate scriptural
evidence to prove that the religion of the Blessed Jesus will,
sooner or later, extend over the whole earth. The coming of
the Measiah himself, and the establishment of his kingdom of
peace in the hearts of all the offspring of Adam, form the burden
of many sublime prophecies, and are presented to us in the clear-
est promises of the word of God. The announcements of scrip-
ture on these subjects are as full and as explicit as language can
make them. But every one must allow, that the many promises
of the universal prevalence of the Christian faith have never yet
been fully accomplished. The nations are not yet convertedy to
God—Id’(')latry gtill rears her hideous form—Superstition still
bears tyrannic sway over the degraded votaries at her shrine—
false religion and blaspheming apostacy still enslave, delude,
and ensnare the children of men, and estrange their minds from
the only living and true God. Eighteen centuries have already
passed away since the Eternal SBon of God offered himself a
ransom for the souls of men, and gave full satisfaction to the of:
fended justice of the Heavenly Sovereign, by fulfilling all righte-
ongness, making an end of transgression and sin, and finally
breaking down the barrier which sin had raised between fallen
man nns his Holy Creator. Yet, at this remote period, the
greater portion of the children of men either remain in a state
of wilful ignorance concerning the way of escape from the con-
lzguenws of guilt, or they have never heard the glad tidings of
redemption, and the free offer of acceptance to the very chief of
sinners. Except among the European nations, and some of their
colonies, where has the Christian religion, as yet, obtained & con-
trolling power over the minds of men? The followers of the
Arabian prophet are widely scattered over the %lobe, and still
maintain some semblance of regal or imperial influence both in
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Europe, and in Aeis, and in Africa. The strongholds of Brahma
and Budh are still unsubdued—the countless millions of Chi-
na and Japan continue overwhelmed in heathen darkness—and
when the followers of Christ contemplate the magnitude of the
work which lies before the Missionary, and the many difficalties
which oppose him in the very threshold of his undertaking ;
when we consider the firm hollzwhioh prejudices, both national
and religious, have upon the mind of man—when we consider
also the hardened infidelity of the human race, and their tenden-
cy, although released from one error of belief, to plunge headlong
into the subtleties and incongruities of some other creed, it may
be, equally degrading and irrational with that which formerly
occupied their minds, but better calculated perhaps to flatter the
patural pride of the human intellect—then might we exclaim, It
ma wori too great for human wisdom to contrive a scheme
which shall prove sufficient for introducing light amidst so great
darkness, and for bringing the erring and sel%—righteoua mind of
man to seek after true wisdom, and that knowledge which it is
of highest importance to know. It is too arduous for human
strength to achieve the victory over so strongly-confirmed
ungodliness, and so deep-rooted and powerful alienation from
God and all truth.

The heart almost sickens at the contemplation! Millions of
immortal spirits are hovering on the brink of eternity, with no
means of rescue ere they faﬂ’ downward into the gulph of de-
gpair. Thousands are winging their flight daily from the regions
of time, and are ushered into the realms of eternity. How are
they fitted for meeting with an avenging Jud God who can-
not look upon sin without abhorrence ? e are wrong, how-
ever, if we give way to feelings of despondency, when we con-
gider the mgbt{ prevalence of idolatry and false religion. God
himself has in his own power the hearts of all the sons and
daughters of men. Has he spoken, and shall he not perform?
Bhall any of his purposes become void ? 1Is it possible that hi#
promises can fail 7 God’s ways are not 88 man’s ways, neither
are his thoughts as our thoughts. Hie promises shall be fulfilled,
in the manner, and at the time, best calculated to manifest his
glory, and to declare his power to the nations. The Saviour
shall yet reign as the King of the whole earth, and the kingdom
of Zion shall prosper, ¢ when the times of refreshing shall have
come forth from tﬁ: resence of the Lord®.”

Judging, however, from a merely human estimate of the accu-
mulated mass of error which must be removed, and the dark-
ness which must be cleared away, ere the heathen can be brought
universally to n.cceK: the true faith, and to embrace Jeeus
Christ as their only Mediator, as their only High Priest and Se-

® Acts iii. 9,
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viour, we might be inclined to imagine that many ages must
clapsebefore all this can be accomplished, and that many genera-
tions of devoted Missionaries must away ere God shall
have folfilled his gracious promises. With the determination of
this question, however, we have nothing to do. And it is just as
likely that the whole revolution to be passed through, before
Christisnity be universally diffused, may finish its course in one
neration, as that it may require centuries to complete its period.
works by natural means, indeed, and by ual operation,
in all his wor{s of love, among the children of men ; but He may
niise up 80 many instruments—He may open up so many ways,
for dxﬂll’m ing light and spiritual life among men, that the break-
ing up of the kingdom of darkness may speedily be accomplished,
and the establishment of true Christianity, in every quarter of
the globe, rendered no longer a subject of joyful anticipation and
of earnest prayer to the zealous followers of the Saviour, but
the subject of their adoring praises from the one end of the earth
even to the other. Let any one look back upon the pages of
history, and consider in how remarkably short time some of the
greatest and most lasting religious revolutions have been ac-
complished, and then say, whether a very short period of years
may not be sufficient to allow time for the final overthrow of in-
fdelity, superstition, and pagan idolatry. When the Saviour
N among his countrymen as the Messenger of peace and
Preacher of glad tidings, the world was lying deeply over-
whelmed in all manner of wickedness. Darkness then covered
the moet civilized portions of the earth, and gross darkness the
people. But scarcely had fifty years elapsed from the ascension
of &e Redeemer of men, ere the Christian faith had spread
over the greatest part of the Roman empire, and found many de-
voted adherents, even when persecution was reigning with re-
lentless fury. Even Rome herself contained many faithful and
devoted disciples, who stood firm in the day of fiery trial. Again,
when Christianity itself had beoome corrupt, when the Roman
apostacy had waxed , not fifty years had elapeed from the
first preaching of LutEer and his associates, ere the Protestant
doctrines had spread over all the north of Europe, and had al-
most overthrown the tyranny of popery both in Italy and in
Bpain. Who then can be bold enough to assert, that all the
barriers, which oppose the universal prevalence of the Christian
faith, may not be broken down, and hr;mlly removed, even in the
conrse of one generation of men? The day-spring from on lu{
has long ago arisen upon a benighted world. The Sun of Rig
teousnees has long since shed forth upon mankind the cheerin
rays of heavenly light. And, but for the denseness of the clou
of saperstition and gloomy idolatry, which overhang the fairest
and richest portions of our earthly habitation, the light of hea-
e 2
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venly truth had already poured forth its reviving and healing
influences upon those who still sit in the valley and shadow of
death.

How then, it may be asked, is the final triumph of the Re-
deemer’s cause to be accomplished ? Who are the agents to be
employed in calling the nations to the truth, as it is in Jesus ?
We have no hesitation in saying, that the cause of the Redeem-
er will triumph, and the knowledge of the Lord will be made
to fill the whole earth, by the preaching of the Gospel of Peace ;—
and the agents, who alone shallbe employed in disseminating
the word of life among the heathen, and in calling upon them
to embrace the offered mercy, are the children of men. How
was it, that the gospel was published at the commencement of
the Christian dispensation? Were not the humblest of the
children of men sent forth to invite their fellow mortals to turn
unto God ? Did we ever hear of Angels preaching to men, or of
a Church of Christ having been established in any city, except
through the instrumentality of one of the Apostles, or early
preachers of Christ crucified 7 The doctrine of the cross was to
the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness ; but,
through the mighty influences of the Spirit attending the exer-
tions of the Aposties and Evangelists, those who were called,
both Jews and Greeks, experienced that the doctrine of Christ
orucified, was the great and chief principle, by which
could be conveyed to the human soul, and by which both indi-
viduals and natioms were to be reconciled unto God. Unto all
who believed the gospel, the preaching of Christ crucified, was
¢ Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” Might this
not be the case in some measure still ? The heralds of the ever-
lasting gospel, in the present day, have not the inspiration of
Apostles, nor do they have the power to arrest the attention of
men, by the performance of miraculous works. But they, as
well as the first preachers of the gospel, have the assurance, that
the Saviour will be with his servants in all generations, and that
they will be heard when they unite before the throne of the
Eternal in seeking wisdom and strength from above, and in im-
ploring that the Spirit of all Truth might accompany them in
their labours, and bring home the message of peace to the hearts
of those who hear it. The followers of Christ, then, ought to
take advantage of every opening which is presented to them, for
introducing the knowledge of the only true wisdom among the
benighted votaries of gloomy superstition. All the means which
they can use, ought to be brongit into vigorous operation. The
principles of true religion are strong enough to weaken the
mightiest bulwarks of infidelity, and to undermine the ground-
work of every idolatrous system. And, whatever uncertaint
there may be regarding the times and the seasons, at which
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the enemies of the croes shall be scattered, the servants of the
Redeemer can have no uncertainty regarding the way in which
they ought to act. What can be more plain than the command-
ment which Christ gave to his disciples just before his ascension
to glory—¢¢ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commanded you*.” Here is an injunction, which cannot
surely be misunderstood, and which, doubtless, is binding aupon
Christians in every age. The command is surely co-extensive
with the blessed promise by which it is followed— ¢ Lo! I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world®.”

While, then, there exists a single portion of the globe un-
blessed by the light of revealed truth, surely the man who de-
sires to labour in the vineyard of the Lord, cannot but rejoice
to go and tell the deluded and blinded votaries of error, of the
mercy and love which the Creator cherishes for the children of
men. Whether there be the immediate prospect of snccess, or
the clearest manifestations of determined ange:ancorous oppo-
ation, still the duty of declaring the method of peace and for-

iveness is mot the less imperative. The work 18 ours. The
success is in the hands of the Almighty. Let Christians
but unite in singleness of purpose and perseverance of zeal in
carrying forward, by every rational and scriptural means, the
glonous work of instructing the heathen in those truths which
pertain to the salvation of the soul—auniting with all their en-
deavours, earnest and unceasing prayer to God for the blessin
of his grace, and for the effectual out-pouring of his Holy Spint.
Let them look to the example which Christ has given to his fol-
lowers. He went about continually doing good. He preached
the gospel to the poor. He proclaimed the acceptable year of
the E:rd-—invited the weary and heavy laden, and warned and
rebuked the impenitent and unbelieving. He spent nights in
prayer, and at length gave himself a ransom, the just E)r the
unjust. Let Christian ministers and missionaries imitate the
zeal of Paul, and become all things unto all men, that they may
win souls unto God. Let them imbibe the spirit of zeal and
boldness, which animated the reformers, three hundred years
. Let them be willing to spend and be spent in the cause
of Christ, labouring in season and out of season. Then God
may be pleased to bless their labours, and to raise triumphant
the banners of the cross, and to make all nations bow before the
King of Zion.

And is not the present a time for every watchman to be at
his post? Now the light of modern science is about commen-
cing the work of destruction upon the ill-consorted and gloomy

® Mat. xxvili. 19, 20,
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fabric of heathen philosophy and religion. The disproportioned
erection must speedily fall; for the foundation is y crum-
bling. What, then, will seize upon the minds of the emancipat-
ed votaries, but the subtle errors of mazy scepticism and con-
firmed infidelity, unless a scheme for making known the blessed
truths of revelation be—either engrafted upon every system of
education, which is, or may be established for the instruction of
the heathen,—or be earrieg into effect by the labourers of the
vineyerd, following up the havock which education mey make
among the rank and pestilential luxuriance of heathenism, snd
sowing the seeds of true morelity and pare religion.

When we look into the volume of prophecy, and compare the
thindgs which are with those which have been—when we re-
sur the state of nations, and behold Popery and Mahometan

elusion putting forth as it were the decayed energies of age, and
the feeble efforts of wasted vigour—when we behold the fet-
ters of that superstition which has long held sway over this
interesting land, as it were, dropping from the limbs of its en-
glaved votaries, may we not cherisi the thought that now we
are approaching the dawn of a new and glorious era ? The pre-
sent i8 & time for diligent watching, for earnest prayer, for vi-
roua exertion. O thuat the Father of mercies may enlighten
is servants, and strengthen and comfort them, and make them
wise in heavenly wisdom, and mighty in divine knowledge, and
werful as champions of Christ. Then might the nations be
induced to look to the rod which has sprung from the root of
Jesse, and it would stand for an ensign to the people, and to it
would the Gentiles seek. The remnant of Ismef and Judsh,
too, would be recovered from every land, and then should the
¢ earth be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea®.” A

I1.—Theology and Natural Science, or Review of Bretsch-
neider's * Letter to a Statesman.”

[Concluded from p. 75.]
111.—ANTHROPOLOGY AND THS BIBLE.

The third alleged enemy of the Bible is, according to Bretschneider,
the Natural History of the Human Race, founded upon the more recent
information we possesa respecting the different people of the earth. “ Na-
tural philosophers and writers of travels,” says Bretschneider, (p. 66,)
“ communicated unsuspectingly the results of their inquiries respecting the
human race, and the nations in all parts and corners of the earth. They
desoribed the differences of the races in form, colour, and intellectual
powers, and the varieties arising from the mixture of the ruces. They
pointed out the great and permanent distinctions between them, showing

® Isaish xi. 9.
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that these differences cannot be laid to the account of climate or mode of
[ , but depend upen an original difference of origin. Blumenbach

akaolls from all parts of the world, and brought the results of his
observations into a system. Into what perplexity was the theologisa
pow thrown! If it is made to appear, that instead of one Adam for tha
whole human race, there is an Adam for the Caucasians, another for the
Negroes, athird for the American tribes, a fourth for the Mslays, a fiRh
for the Mongols, &¢. what can theology do with the one Adam of the Bible,
with the doctrine of the Fall, and the guilt imputed to all men thro
Adam, with the whole doctrine of original sin as a consequence of the F!
and an infirmity derived to all men by ordinary generation from Adam 2
And if these doctrines were set aside, where was the necessity of the vica.
rious satisfaction of Christ—the second Adam, in order to remove the
guilt of the first 7 Where was now the and of the condemnation of
the heathem, if they did not descend from Adam ?”—And, since we are put
on 20 good a course of questions by Bretschneider, I would proceed to
sk, where, if it is true that the theoloiiln cannot refute the sciences which
depend on experience, where could he find any ground left, on which to
coostruct a system of Christian Theology? This must be as difficult an
undertaking, as for & cutler to make a knife, in which nothing but the
handle and blade should be wanting.

That the human race is divided into many species, and is not derived from
one Adam, but from as many Adams as there are species, waa said long ago
by another man, with whom more lately some German and French writers
have agreed. That man was Voltaire, of whose contempt for religion
Bretachneider elsewhere But how can he dare to cast a stone at
Voltaire? Indeed, where is there so t a difference between them ?
Has not Bretschneider, as well as Voltaire, attacked the fundamentals
of the Christian doctrine,—the truth of the divine word, our only conso-
lation in life and in death ? I see no difference, bnt this, that Voltaire at.
tacks reli with wit, and Bretschneider without wit.

Bat Voltaire has been corrected in this matter by the great Haller, whe
thos writea® : ¢ Voltaire attemptedto throw suspicion upon the narrative of
Moses, and to make the derivation of all nations from a single man ridicu.
m The for his notion is derived from the fundamental erl-\':-'i

the di t people,—the whites and the negroes,—are distinguish
from each other by essential characteristics in their organisation, aa a palm-
treeis from & pear-trees. This principle {s plainly false. All men with
whom we are acquainted, in the south and in the north, or who are every
day discovered in the great ses which extends from Patagonis to the Clipe
of Good Hiope, and so around to Patagonis, encircling the knowa world,
have countenances, teeth, fingers, toes, breasts, their whole inward struc-
tare, and all the entrails, invariably alike without the least distinction.
Weare acquainted with many sorta of animals between which there are
vastly greater differences, than are ever found hetween two men, and which
;;! d{:: unquestionably of the same origin.” Thus the great physiologist

In this respect Cuvier, the great soologist of our times, perfectly agrees
with him. “ Man,” he l’mys‘f, “ consists of but one genus.” In another
place he says, *“ Although there is only one genus of men, since all nations

of the can fruitfully intermingle, yet we observe that different na.
tions have a peculiar :E:nintion, which is propagated in a hereditary
way, and that these rences of organization constitute the different
races,”

*® Briefe uber einige, &c. Letters on some Objections of Free-thinkers of tho pree
seat Day, Pt. il. p. 70.
1+ The Animal m, by Cuvier. Pt. L. pp. 73, 87,
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Dr. Bretschneider refers us, however, on this subject to Blumenbach.
After saying, as quoted above, that the differences among men must not
be laid to the account of climate or of food, but muat be traced to a funda-
mental difference in their origin, he proceeds to say: * Blumenbach col-
Jected skulls from all parts of the world, and brought the results of his
observations into a system. Into what perplexity was the theologian
now thrown? Ifit was made to appear, that instead of one Adam, &c.””
I ask any unprejudiced reader not familiarly acquainted with this subject,
whether, after reading this passage, he vouxi not certainly have supposed,
that Blumenbach afirmed in his system, that there is a difference among
men, which cannot be laid to the account of climate, &c. but which de-
pends u?on 8 difference in their origin; in short, that there were many
Adams

What then, will the reader think, when he is assured, that he may find
the very opposite of all this in Blumenbach’s work, De gsneris Humans Fa—
rietate®. This work concludes with the following words: ¢ It cannot be
doubted that each, and all the varieties of men, as far as they are now
known, belong in all probability (verisimillime) to one and the same

ecies.” To prove this is the object of the whole book—to prove that
the varietiea among men do not result from a difference of origin, but
from climate, food, &c. And not only in the work already named, but
also in his contributions to Natural History, has Blumenbach carried
through this Ais characteristic doctrine. He says here, (p. 56,) * There
have been persons who have protested vehemently inst seeing their
own noble selves placed by the side of Negroes and Hottentots, in one
common genus in the system of nature. An idle dreamer—the cele—
brated philosophus per ignem, Theophrastus Paracelsus Bombastes—could
not understand how all the children of men should belong to one and the
same genus, and therefore to solve his doubts, made on paper his two
Adams. It may conduce to quiet the minds of many in this matter,
which is a universal family concern, for me to name three philosophers
of quite a different sort, who, however they may have differed on other
gxinu, still perfectlt{ agreed in this, doubtless because it ie an object in

atural History, and they all were the greatest natural philosophers which
the world has recently lost, viz. Haller, Linn®us, and Buffon. All three
of these held, that * all true men, Europans, Negroes, &c. are mere vario-
ties of one and the same genua.”

Blumenbach eays farther, (p. 80,) “ I see not the lesst resson why,
considering this subject physiologically, and as a subject in Natural History,
1 should have the least doubt, that all the people, in all the known
of the world, belong to one and the same common family. Since all the
differences in the human race, however striking they may at first appear,
on nearer examination run into each other by the most unobeervable
transitions and shades, no other than very arbitrary lines can be drawn
between these varieties.”

IV.—NarunaL Borence IN ALLIANGE wiTH TBEOLOGY.

I have had 80 much to do with the abuse of natural science, that the
reader may at length begin to think, that I see in science only an enemy
of Christian Theology. But no one can be more thoroughly opposed to
such a view than I am—a view which would stand in direct contradiction
to the Bible itself, The Psalmist says, ‘“ O Lord, how great are thy
works! Thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish man knoweth not, nei-
ther doth a fool understand this I” | think, however, that the abuse of
patural science, which has now been pointed out—the overturning of the

* De generis Humani Varictate Nativa, auctore Blumenbach, 1795. Compare
with Blumenbach’s ‘¢ Handbuch der Naturgeschichte,’” p. 86, 1698,
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4—HinpusTua'sr,
Primer, English character, with a Frontispiece by Sir Charles
D’ Oyly, w 0 1
slips, English charactsr, 2d edition, enlarged, ¢ we 0 8
Bpelling Book, No. I. y w 0 8 0
Ditto dittvo, No. IL. we 0O 4 0
Reader, No. I w 1 12 0
Dittvo, No. IIL .. 1 12 0
Hindusthéin§ Fables, (Persinn character,) “w 0 1 §
Ditto ditto, (Négri ditto, , w. 0 2 0
Looking Glass, (Larkon ka Darpan,) w 0 4 o
Brown's Arithmetic, (Ilm i Hiséb,) . 0 B8 0
Hindusthéni Grammar, w 0 12 0
Miss Bird’s Geognphy, e 0 146 ©
Ditto Atlas, oblong form, .8 00
Archdeacon Corrie's Ancient History, by Miss Bird, .. 2 0 0
Macknight’s Harmony of the Goep:rs, compiled from Martyn, 2 o o
New Testument, (Martyn’s,) . 8 0 0
LIBRARY AND REWARD BOOKS FOR ENGLISH 5CH

Anecdotes.—Christien Conduct, silk, C\ ?Oll.g 0
o Ditto Graces, cl. 14 as. ; § bd. 1—4 ; silk, w1 IR O
Holy Scripture, c). 14 as.; § bd. 1—4; silk, ..\1 12 o
Providence, § bd. 1—4 ; ailk, \1 12 0
Mavor’s Catechisms, (complete,) . — - P
Grandfather Gregory, ” 6 0
Malan’s Narratives for the Young, 32mo,, - 8 0
Bunynn's Pilgrim’s Progress, . o o0
Hill's (Mr. J.) Life of Christ, ‘ - ‘vl

Adam’s Address to Hindu Youth, w ¥ \a
Robinson Crusoe, (Plumptree’s,) e \ \!
English Reader, No. IV." " \ Vi
Ditto Ditto, No. V. . -
Naimmnnla Nnvake Ve
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Young Cottager, . . .
Convegmtionu of a r-‘mﬁir with his children, 2 vols. with plates, # /
Willlam’s Preceptor’s Assistant, or 8chool Examiner, 79
Life of Captain Cook, o 09
History of Prince Lee Boo, o 40
Nursery Morals, e ‘o
Beauties of Hlatory, or Pictures of Virtue and Vice, PO ML
Mitchell'a Portable Cyclopedis, - 4 80
Milton’s Paradise Lost, v 3 00
Abbott’s Young (él;ri-;ian, :eatly bound in cloth, ., - 1 : g
Abbott's You ristian, having secured the approb
tisns In Englnn:l‘nnd the United Sgtntu, has pmeﬂcd i::i:l‘? .:'..]:;;th%flchﬁs.
loHep;iblicn:.ion ‘fhtllimll:.. H l’l‘ n_erv; ;(‘l:t::n is ;1:: r;ng:l_ s0ld at a very yy . ﬂ; work
e Memoirs o e Rev. T, oN, [ cutta, *
Youth, will also scon be published. ' ta ‘bﬂdge.h the use of

4

1V.— SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS, PRINTING M ‘ERIAI.S &

Dollond’s day or night Achromatic Telescopes, wood bodfes with
spray shades, g

® feet Achromstie Tel , large apertures, wood Bodies . :g g 0
1 foot ditto, with leather aling cases, - r 3T o 0
Troughton’s Mountain Barometers, with Gimballs, &, 120 ¢ 0
Ditto Chamber Barometers, 60 ¢ 0
Ditto Thermometers, from 3 Ra. to %0 o 0
An Air Pump, by Harris of London, with 0

2 long glass receivers, open at both ends; 2 shorter recelvers,

closed at the top | 9 small ones to cover with the palm of the hand

and a pair of brass hemispherical cups, ’ 2 o,

(The Air Pump exhausts very accurately,)
Types of all sizes complete—Roman Characters, with and with.
out Diacritical Marke for the expression of the Indian
langusges—as also all the Native Characters of Indig :—

averaging at 280 pounds per fount, at from 1 to 8 Ra
pound. ascording to the see. POos per

One copy or more of each of the following articles will be ied wi
-charge to the conductor of any school who may exprees ﬂmm
‘himeelf of them for the us; of his pupila. v

A Collection of Moral Precepts and Reflections, ered .
sourcos, in Eaglish aad Hindustéas,  vols. in 1, o nered. from vrioe

Ditto ditto in Hindusténf only, miniatare, gold in cases.

Inch Globes, solid, Persian character. » 60d edges, in

Inch Bkeleton Globes, in lithographed sections, in do.

Ditto ditte ditto ditto ditto Engliah.

A Sketch of the Bolar System, on canvas, in English,

®2* The whale of the above will be found useful as prizes for dnm'm

LATELY PUBLISEED.

The AppBeation of the Roman Alphabet to all the Oriental Lan..
guages ; contained in o series of papers written by Mesers.
Tyevelyan, J. Prinsep and Tytler, Rev. 4. Duff, and Mr.
H. T. Prinsep, and published in various Calcutta Periodicals in
the year 1834, ... .- e 2 009

Claims of the Bible, or the Importance of the Sacred Soriptures in
the Education of Youth, o . w 0 40

The foregoing list In many respects i defective, But the fault rests not with those
who publiah it. They cannot -uddenlr call new worksinto existence ; aor recom.
mend useful works, not now procurable in Calcutta. But two things will contisge
to do :—1st, to spare no effort in ascertalning whether other or better books are to be
found—and 2nd, if notto be found, to resort to measurvs which may tead to rpply
the deficiencies. R

Any information with regard to globes, atlases, Instraments, preser
or any other means of promoting the extension of knowledge, which may be h-lc,'
will be very aceeptable for publication in the monthly list.

As the commission allowed the book-seller by various parties is too small to allow

_ R Lar referenen far nawment in faimiss



the sum now mentioned, except the expence of packing and ?‘mel;
way the party may direct. . carriage h
fes of the School-Publication List, as also of the Synopsis on thumode of
riyiog the Roman letters to_various Aslatic languages, and of n Addypes to tho
l}’nﬂvu on the same subjoet, will be supplied gratis on application to M¢, UsTzLL.

———

AGENCY IN THE MOFASSIL.

Ae it has deen found by experience ikat the lengih of time whick must elapse
b¢fore a supply of books cam be obtained from Caleutts, and the expense and in-
coneenience qf sending for single books or such emall numbers of them as may be
warted at any partioular time, act as greal drawbacks to the exiensive circula-
tion of wseful publications, it Aas been resolved tq open Depositories for the sale of
dooks at various Mujassil stations, under tAe charge of well qualified and zealous
Agents. We believe that twenty people will apply to tAem for books for one who
wonld apply to Calcutta,and we trust that the proximity of the supply will of itself
lead to an increased demand ; and that the wnotoriety of a store Aawing Leem open-
ed at the Sadar statien of any particular district for all sorts of Caleutia books
will excile curiosity and lead to numerous applications.

We have aiready adopted measures for opening Depositories at many of the prin-
cipal stations : and should the societies of other stations intimate their desire thas
Depositories should be opened there also, every exertion will be made to meet their
wishes. Specimens of ail the dooks included in the list may with propriety be semt
up first, and qfYer that the supply will be adapted to the state of the demand.

An ample supply Aas beem aiready semt to the following siations, and eppli-
eations for books made to :

Rev. Mr. Rag, Gawdhaiti,
Mr. NicHoLLs, Sikrol, Benares,
Mr. Frases, at Allahabad,
Mr. J. T/ Bonny, Lakhnau,
Rev. Mr. Ewing, Fattekgarh,
Mr. W. PrExck, Sehore,
Mr. Jorn Evane; Agra,
Munshi Mie AsHraP-AL1 or RA‘uxn1sHNA, Diklf, and
Munsht SuarAMAT ALY, Lodidna,
will, it 1 Aoped, be at once atiended to, )

In order to cover the espence of carriage; of the difference of exchange between the
Sicea and Sanat Rupee, of the advance which is required to 3e made on the price qf
many of tAe books, and qf the commiarion of the Mufassil and Caloutte Agents, (or
the asristanis whom they employ,) it will be necessary (with iAe exception of Gawd-
Aatti, where a noble-minded friend has requested tAat the books may be delivered ot
Prime Cost, himaelf bearing all extra charges) to add ome fourth to the price of tAe
dbooks sold in the Myfassil over and above what the same books aré sold for im Cal-
cuita. QF course all who prefer it may still be supplied ol the prices in tAis
Catalogue as before, on application to Mr. OsteLL, of Caleutta.

In addition fo the above, Mr. WooLLASTON of Caleuita, and Mr. Bxrrs of Chin-
sursh, Aaving kindly offered tAeir services as Agents, many of the above publications
may be procured of them. As (he services of theze gentiemen will de gratuitous,
and Ae axtra expences alisching to other stations not incurvred al thess, the books
will be procurable at the same price as at Mr. OsTELL'S,

Mevrch, 1, 1838. C. E. TREVELYAN,
. W.H. Peance.
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doandary.stone betweeen its province and that of Christian Theology makes
it necemaary to mark their respective departments very accurately. This
has already been done by the Great Bacon. He says®, * We must not pre-
sume, by the contemplation of nature, to attain to the mysteries of God.”
“If any man shall think, by view and inquiry into these sensible and ma-
terial things, to attain that light, whereby he may reveal unto himeelf the
natore or will of God, then indeed is he spoiled by vain philosophy.—And
hence it is true, that it hath proceeded, that divers great and learned men
have been heretical, whilst they have sought to fly up to the secrets of the
Deity by the waxen wings of the senses.” ‘ Let men endeavour an end-

progrem or proficience both in divinity and philosopl:ly. Only let
them beware, that they do not unwisely mingle or confound these learn-
ings together.” In the introduction to his *“ Novum Organon,” Bacon
uffers the following prayert: © This also we humbly and earnestly beg,
that human things may not prejudice euch as are divine, neither that,
from the unlocking of the gates of sense, and the kindling of a greater
matural light, any thing of incredality or intellectual night may arise in
our minds toward divine mysteries, But rather, that by our mind tho-
ro:f'nly cleansed and purged from fancy and vanities, and yet subject and
perfectly given up to.the divine oracles, there may be given unto faith, the
things that are faith'n."

Beautifully and affectingly is the relation between natural science and
the Chrigtian Revelation brought to our view, in a prayer with which the
great Keppler concludes one of his astronomical works : ** It remains only,”
do says, “ that I should now lift up to heaven my eyes and hands from
the table of my pursuits, and humbly and devoutly supplicate the Father
of lights. O Thou, who by the light of nature dost enkindle in us a
desire after the light of grace, that by this thou mayest translate us into
the light of glory, I give thee thanks, O Lord and Creator, that thou
best gladdened me by thy creation, when I was enraptured by the works
of thy hands. Behold ! I have here completed a work of my calling,
vith aa much of intellectual strength as thou hast ted me. I have
declared the praise of thy works to the men, who will read the evidences
of it, 50 far as my finite spirit could comprehend them in their infinity.
¥y mind endeavoured its utmost to reach the truth by philesopby ; but
ifany thing unworthy of thee has been taught by me—s worm barn and
nourished in sin—do thou teach me, that I may correct it. Have I been
seduced into presumption by the admirable beauty of thy works, or have
1 wught my own glory among men, in the construction of a work designed
for thine honour ? O ‘then, graciously and mercifully forgive me, and fi-
nally grant me this favour, that this work may never be injurious, but may
conduce to thy glory, and the good of souls.” )

Who now can imagine, that this was a sort of bigotted and forced humi.
lity, in these great and commanding spirits, or a blind submission to the
sacred oracles? Itis truly s genuine humility which belo to every
thorough and honest student of nature, and which his knowledge, so far
from destroying, rather incresses. The celebrated English philosopher,
Robert Boyle, expresses himself somewhere to the following effect:
“ What inclines the experimental philosopher to embrace Christianity is
this, that being constantly employed in endeavouring to give clear and
uatisfactory exl;ﬂanations o!y natura{ phenomens, and finding how imposai.
ble it jato do so, this constant experience produces in his mind a great
and unfeigned modesty. In the exercise of this virtue, he is not only in.
clined to desire and receive more particular information respecting things
which appear to him dark and concealed, but he is also disinclined to make

¢ Advancement of Learuing, vol. il. pp. 11, 19, Montagu's Ed.
+ Bacon’s Works, vol. vil. p. 8, Montagu's Ed.
B
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his simple and abstract reason the authentic standard of truth. And
although the pretended philosopher imagines that he understands every
thing, and that nothing can be true, wlu:ﬂ does not agree with his philo-
sophy ; yet the intelligent and experienced student of nature, who knows
how many difficulties even in material things remain unsolved by all the
boasted explanations which have been given of them, will never flatter
himself with the idea that his knowledge of supernatural things is com-
plete. And this state of mind is perfectly proper for the student of
revealed religion. Familiar converse with the works of God enables the
experienced observer to eee, that many things are possible or true, which
he believed to be falee or lmpossible, o long as he relied simply on his
imperfectly instructed reason.”

ell would it be, if our rationalist theologians would take to heart
these plain bumble confessions of the excellent Boyle, who had found out
by his own experience the manner and the Amits of natural science! In
these confessions of humility regarding revelation, Bacon, Newton, Kep-
pler, Pascal, Haller, and others have agreed.

“ 1 will not deny,” says Claudius, “ that I have great joy in this
Robert Boyls, this Francis Bacon, this Jeaac Newton ; not so much on ac-
count of religion, which, of course, can neither gain nor lose by learned
men, be they great or small. But it glves me joy when such a diligent
and indefatigable philosopher as Bacon, who had grown old in the study
of nature, and who knew by his own observation more respecting it, than
almost any other person; when such a bird of Jupiter, with keen and
piercing eye, aa Newton was, who drew the plan and laid the nd,
{more admired than used by bis successors,) for a new, and truly great

hilosophy, and was one of the first, if not the very first mathematician in
urope ; I say, when we see such men, with all their knowledge, not
esteeming themselves wise, and after they have penetrated more deeply
than others into the mysteriea of nature, etanding around the altar, and
the greater mysteries of God, with docility, holding their hats in their
hands, as it becomes them to do; when we see this, we rejoice, and begin
to feel more kindly again towards learning, which can allow its friends and
adherents to become really more knowing, without at the same time taking
away their better reason, and making them fools and despisers of reli.
glon. After seeing these men, in thissttitude, it produces a strange effect,
to see the light troops on the other side, passing by the altar, keeping their
hats upon their heads, and turning up their noses contemptuously at ite
mysteries,” Thua far Claudius®. 'lj::oso light troops understand not, in
their blindness, those difficult questions of the Lord in the hook of Job;
“ Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge ? Gird
up now thy loins like a man ; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou
me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundation of the earth ? Declare,
if thou hast understanding, who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou
knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it # when the morning etars
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Hast thou com-
manded the morning since thy days ; and caused the day-spring to koow
hia place? Hast thou entered into the springs of the ses, or hast thou
walked in search of the depth? Have the gates of death been open unto
thee, or hast thou seen the doors of theehadow of death ? Hast thou per-
ceived the breadth of the earth ? Declare if thou knowest it all. Doth the
uﬁe mount up at your command, and make her nest on high ?"
appy would it be if the theologians of whom we have spoken would
come to a right state of feeling upon this subject, and being humbled
before the Lord, and thus made truly great, confess with Job, ‘1 hawe
uttered that which I understood not, things too wonderful for me, which
1 kmew pot ?”
* Claudius’ Works, vol. vi. p. 122,
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III.—Hindu Worship of the Elements exposed.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obeerver.
GrrLzuEn,

Elemental worship is doubtless the foundation of Hinduism ;

and to the present day, it has a greater hold upon the mind of
Hindus than any other part of their system. Tﬁ: present com-
position is an attempt to undermine it.

Many of the following paragraphs are both coarse and child-
ish; and, as such, quite unsuitable for the perusel of Europeans,
or of Hindus imbued with European sentiments. But they will
appear neither coarse nor childish to a genuine Hindu, however
grave or intelligent. The particularity, with which the several

ints are handled, is absolutely necessary to bring the subject

ome to the perverted and besotted minds of those who can lis-
%’;n with delight to the foul and monstrous narratives of the
nas.

. THE AUTHOBR.

The eloments were formed by God when he created the whole world.
They came into existemce when he made them, and, before his making
them, they had no existence at all. They were neither in a state of ab-
wrption in the Divine essence, nor in any state whatever. They do not
belong to the divine essence at all ; and the divine Being neither evolves
them from himself, nor manifests them by an expansion of himself. He
and they are altogether distinot, he being the Creator; and they bei
creatures. At his command they came into existence ; by his comman
they snbeist ; and on his command they sink into annihilation, are nos
abeorbed in his essence, but lose their very being.

The elements are not possessed of kife, or voluntary motion, or intelligence.

If they have no /fs, it may be asked, how comes it that they support
life? for it is well known that * Life is the life of life®.”

To this we reply that God has ordained that they shall support life:
and, be they living or lifeless, it matters not—his decree must take effect.
Besides, if life is good for the support of life, why do those, who eat living
creatures, deprive them of life before they eat them? A living creature,
introduced into the stomach, 1s, while it lives, incapable of either being
digeatad, or of affording nourishment : it is only when it dies in the sto-
mach, that it becomes available to the support of life.

It is scarcely necessary to observe that, if the elements are not
ed of life, neither are they possessed of volt motion. As a ship does not
move of itself, neither do the elements move of themselves. In every case
of motion the cause of that motion is not within, but without, themselves.

And, if the elements have no life or voluntary motion, how can they have

¢ They possess no knowledge : they are incapable of deliber.
stion or choice : they eannot discbrn the difference between right and
wrong ; and of such {eelings as Jove and aversion they are altogether un.
ssceptible. ’

Topt]:e elements in question all &ving oreatures are vastly superior. How
unspeakably superior to them then must those living creatures be who are
apable of discerning right and wrong, and of worshipping the Being that

* ¥ sww oitwst
2 2
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created them | Tt was for the sake of all living creatures that God made
the elements referred to, and it is to their use that he has applied them.
It is his wish that those creatures should hold the elements in subjection,
and turn them to the accomplishment of their own purposes. Under con.
trol they prove ver{ useful ; but beyond control, they are exceedingly
destructive. He, that keeps the element of fire on his hearth, promotes,
by wmeans of it, his own comfort and happiness : he, that allows it to lay
hold of his house, ﬂrocures thereby his own destruction.

Although the elements are capable of destructive agency, it is not the
will of God that men should bring that a‘gency to bear upon themselves.
Water is capable both of preeerving and of destroying life. But God does
not wish any one to throw himeelf into the water nnd drown bimself, but
he wishes him to drink water and refresh himself. While, however, such is
his benevolent design, he does not divest the elements of their destruc-
tive qualities, both because they are, under a suitable application, benefi-
ciul to man, and because they are well adapted to inflict upon him any
punishment that may be awarded. God has but to make the water of ariver
overflow, or the wind blow with more than usual violence, or the fire kin.
dle in a particular place, and in particulsr circumstances ; and how many
are subjected to chastisement ! And the exceeding sinfulnees of men ren-
ders such chastisement absolutely necessary.

The chastisement just mentioned teaches us that God bears the greatest
hatred to sin, and will not permit it to pase with impunity. In this world
God appoints men & certain period, and, urging them to flee for refuge to
his Son, thatthey msy receive hisrighteousness, and by prayer in his name,
become partakers of his Holy 8pirit, and tbus find acceptance with bim, and
obtain purification in their own hearts, he gives them time and space for re.
tarn to himeelf, end provides both for their preservation and for their com.
fort. Yet, while he does so, how seversly, from time to timne, does he chas-.
tise them ! What then must he the punishment of these who die without
turning to Him! The period, which God had given them for repentance,
is gone ; and infuture, God is not to show them favour, but to make them
feel his wrath., And that wrath how terrible! Floods and teropests and
eonﬂﬂnu'om are but the whisperings of that wrath. What, then, must
its full thunder be | It is that wrath which those who die without turning
to God are doomed to endure. ]

It is the doctrine of the Brahmanical scriptures that earth, &c. are
#imple elements. European philosophers have found, by experiment, that
they are compound. Water, for example, ia com of two parts, Inte
these two parts it has often been resolved, and, by again uniting them,
reproduced. But it would have been well, if this had been the only error
of the Brahmanical scriptures with respect to the nature of the elementa.
Not only are the elements declared to be simple substances, but to be sub.
stances worthy of Divine honours. Had the writers of the Brabmanical
scriptures known that the elements are not simple, but compound, sub,
stences, and that the real elemental substances are not five, but between
fifteen and twenty, in pumber, they would probably not have given di,
rections with respect to their worship. It was ignorance and depravity
that originated, and it ie they which still maintain the worship of the ele,
ments, That that worship is most perverse and foolish, it will not require

much labour to show.
1. Earth (¥fgar )
In the Brahmanical scriptures the worsbip of the earth is prescyibed as
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< Let the vast heaven and the earth besprinkle our sacrifice, and saps

y us with provisiona.

“ The water of these two in the sky, the residence of Gandharwas, re.
sembling, s it does, clarified butter, the Brahmans seek to obtain by
means of mhfnmu ceremonies. g

* Become felicitous, O earth, and free from thorns, and bscoming habit-
sble, grant us an extended dwelling-place.”—( Rig-Veds Sanhits, 1 Astaks,
2 Adhéya, 4—7 Par.) .

The earth is also worshipped thus:

“ Thou, O earth, bearest the ains of all! Take my sins, and grant me
deliverance.”

She is moreover addressed as follows :

 Hail! Earth, Mother most mighty ! From thee we derive the bless-
ing of nourishment.”

“ Earth, supporter of all things, trampled by horses, traversed by cars,
trodden by Vishnu! whatever gin has n committed by me, do thou,
who art upheld by the hundred-armed Krishna, incarnate In the shape of
a boar, ascend my limbs, and remove every such sin.”

Some say that the Earth is Bhagawati, and others that she is the
grlm‘l_dmght.er of BraAkmd. Dharma, the son of Brahm4, is said to be her

ther by Jémi, who was at once his paternal niece and his wife. It is
the opinion of a third class, that the Earth is a portion of the body of the

Male who was immolated by Brahm4 ; a fourth class maintain

that the Earth isthe pefrified carcassof the giant Madhukaitabhs, who

from Vishnu’s ear, and who, having excited his father’s displeasure,

was glain by him in his anger. Buch are the conflicting opinions entertain.

ed ing the Earth. But, whether she is a primeval goddess, or a

Brahman’s daughter, or part of the body of a slain victim, or a giant’s

rolten carcase, men inquire not : they are intent on worshipping her, and
worship her they will. )

Before and after her worship, 8a well as during its continuance, her vota_
ries behave towards her in 8 manner most shameful and crut;ll; T(:ley t;axd
upon her ; they ¢i¢ upon her ; the her: digging wells and sin| .
mines ; they open an[:lotear out h:rm, the;gls:rmm herww‘pbu%
and Aarrows, which torment, they say, once became so insufferable that she
assumed the furm of a cow and actually ran away. Her votaries become
her dewourers, or, at least, the devourers of her children ; for grains and
fruits are formed of the very subatance of her body. .

It is in vain to say, as some have done, in exculpation of themselves,
that Earth is their mother, and they her witlees children, and that,
therefore, whatever they do to her, she will not take it amiss ; for it is
enly as long as a child is ignorant of the respect and honour due to his mo-
ther, thu:io is not offended with any part of hia behaviour. Ae eoon as he
knows that she is his mother, and that to respect and honour her ie his boun-
den dnty, she naturally and properly expects of him a very different treat-
ment. Now the worshippers of the Earth believe that she is their mother,
and that she isentitled to all honour and adoration ; snd yet,notwithstand-
ing all this, they abuse her in the several ways formerly mentioned. -
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To refrain from such abuse, it may be said, is tantamount to a surrender
of life. Be it so. Is it not better for a man to lose his life than to dishonour
his god ? He, that would not die for the object of his worship, is no true
worshipper ; and, as long &3 you believe the Earth to be a divinity, and to
be worthy of divine honours, you ought neither to sit, nor stand, nor walk,
nor spit, nor cause any other defilement ; nor dig, nor cause others to dig ;
nor plow, nor cause others to plow ; nor eat, nor give othets to eat.

It may be here ohjected that it is not the Earth itself, but a certain
Divinity in the Earth, to which worship is offered. To this we reply, that
no such distinction appears in the formule, in which that worship is embo-
died. It is always the Earth, and not something in the Earth, or presiding
over the Earth, that is addressed. The same remark applies to Water,
Fire, Wind, and 8

It is true, indeed, that the Earth may assume the form of a cow, and Fire
that of 8 Brahmana, and the other elements what other forms they please,
and that, in these forms, they are described as performing actions from
which the nature of the elements themselves is altogether allen ; but still
these forms are those of the eleménts themselves, and not of divinities re-
siding in the elements, precisely in the eame manner as Krishaa is a form
of Vishnu himself, and not of any divinity residing in Vishnu,

2. Water (W9).
The worship of wster is performed in the following manner :
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t In water is nectar,—in water is medicine : O yo Brahmans, be awift to
celebrate the praises of water. .

« In water, the Moon told me, reside all medicines, as well as the all-
rejolcing fire ; and the all-healing water declares the same.

O water, do thou provide medicine as a defence to my body ; so shall
1. behold the sun. .

« O water, do thou carry away in thy current whatever sin there may
be in me, whether I have acted maliciously, or denounced curses, or ut-
tered liea.”—(Rig-veds Sanhité, 1 Ashtaks, @ Adhy4ya, 9—I1% Par.)

Water is also thus addressed :

7 O water, since thou affordest delight, grant us present happiness, and
the rapturous sight of the S8upreme God.”

Another prayer runs as follows :

“ Waters ! mothers of worlds ! purify us; cleanse us by the sprinkled
flood, ye who purify through libations: for ye, divine waters, do remove
every aln.”

"ryAs a tired man leaves drops of sweat at the foot of & tree; as he,
who bathes, is cleansed from foulness ; as an oblation is sanctified by
boly grass—so may this water purify me from sin.”
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1o performing his ablutions, 8 man is directed to inhale a quantity of
wiler with one nostril, and having exhaled it through the other, to throw it
Ay towarda the north-east quarter ; and he is assured, by the Brahman.
il scriptures, that, if he do 0, he will succeed in washing away all his gins.

Such is the high honour which is paid, and the worship which is ren.
dered, to water. And yet, if the Brahmanical scriptures are consulted,
water will be found to be one of the vilest of characters. In conjunction
with the Sun, he ravished a nymph of heaven ; and, although he was per-
saaded that the worship of the ling was one of the best things in the world,
he prevented the establishment of that worship in Ceylon, by entering
into Riwana’s bowels. And he is no less weak than he is wicked. Into
Riwana he entered willingly ; but he was obliged to take up his lodg-
ment in the bowels of Agasti against his wil. That Brihman swallowed
the whole of him at three aips, and gave him out of his body in a state of
utter pollution. Seeing such is his character, and such his miserable his-
tory, is it not marvellous that men should worship him ?

Agasti is not the only person who lodged water in his bowels., His
worshippers of the present day do, according to their ability, subject him
to the very same treatment. Although they are persuaded that water is
8 god, yet they drink and defile him, as Agasti did ; and with that which
they themselves would not touch with their right hand, or indeed with
either of their hands, they deliberately and forcibly bring their god into
horrible contact. ’

'We have already observed, that water is resolvable into two parta. Well,
a Brahman fills a vessel with water, places it before him, and commences
the worship of it. While he is engaged in his devotions, a gentleman
comes and resolves the object of his worship into two gases. What, in
that case, would the poor worshipper do? Would he go a hunting after
the two parts of his and worship each part separately, when he
found them ? or wounld he come to his senses, and abandon the worship
bothoftheputsmdofthewhg::r? he god of wh b

By bringing a good heat to upon the of whom we speak, he
mig{t be suclllgenly resolved into steam. Then might his worshipper sit
complaining, with no less truth than sorrow, that his god denies him his
presence—that he hides himself from him—that he forsakes him, and
takes his flight into his kindred heaven.

It is & doctrine of the Brahmanical scriptures, that water is derived
from fire. We have already quoted a verse, in which it is stated, that the
allrejoicing fire resides in water. From this it would appear, that fire is
more readily derivable from water than water from fire; and to say the
truth, & world of fire eould not yield a single drop of water.

3. Fire (Rwr wfU). -
The following formulas are laid down with respect to the worship of fire:
¥ w: fody Euds Enew 9w wRTHiTwgt TR wag
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« Do thou, O Fire, be propitious to us, as a father to his son, and be
with us for our eafety and comfort.”—(Rig-veda Sanhité, 1 Ashtaka,

1 Adhyéya, 1—2 Par.)
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¢« Although we macrifice to each particular god both canstantly and large-
ly, yet the offering in being presented comes to thee.”

“ May he of the smoky banner, great, resistless, and lendent, fa-
vour us both as to our religious works, and as te food.”"—(Rig-veds San-
hité, 1 Ashtaka, 2 Adhéys, 20—21 and R2—24 Puar.)

WY w1 S wAT 75 vy swawm 3Oy
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« O Fire, pardan this our slaughter, and the journey which we have made
from afar. Of those men who offer moon-piant juice, thou art the favourer,
the father, and the intelligent forwarder of ceremonies, and to them also.

thou gnntelt thy presence.”—(Rig-veda Sanhits, 1 Ashtsks, 2 Adhdya,
8234 Pur.)

Such are the praises with which Fire is extolled in the Brahmavical
scriptures ; but, if' they are farther consulted, he will be found no less re~
viled than extolled.

It is narrated in the Mabé&bh4rata, that he attempted the chastity of six
virgins, the daughters of as many sages ; and it waa on account of that, or
some other sin, that one of the seven seers turned him into ashes, and
that Brighu condemned him, by a curse, to eat every thing. He made
his own sister Sevdhd his wife; and, in an interview which he had with
Shiwa, he became, in 8 manner too disgusting to describe, the mother of
Kértikeya. King Maruta, on one occasion, and the Pdndawes, on another,
gave him 8o much clarified butter to eat, that he was seized with a violent
colic ; and, on the latter occasion, had not 4rjuna given him a whole forest
to devour, and thus afforded him the benefit of its medicinal plants, his
surfeit would have coset him his life.

CorresEonding with this description of the wickedness and weakness of
Fire, is the abusive treatment to which men subject him. They give him
putrid carcases and every sort of filth to eat; and while they are per-
suaded that he resides in their stomach, they scruple not to satiafy his hun-
ger with the food which they themselvea have previously eaten.

* Such being the statements of the Brahmanical scriptures, and such the
conduct of men, with respect to fire, it is passing strange that they should
make it an object of worship.

Fire has been condemned by a curse to eat all things. But, if Fire is
the mouth of the gods, they are all involved in this curse, and must all
be subjected to the pain and shame which it implies.

Tt is the doctrine of the Brahmanical scriptures that fire is an agent or
cause. European philosophers have proved that it is not an agent or
cause, but an effect. Caloric, of which every substance contains a quan-
tity, is the basis of fire ; and without a supply of oxygen gas, whichis a
component both of air and water, fire cannot be realized.

Another doctrine of the Brahmanical scriptures is, that Fire is derlved
from air. Itis true that oxygen &u, a component part of air, is requisite
to the existence of fire ; but, as there ia much more of that in water
than in air, it might with more propriety be ssid that Fire'is derived from
water than that it is derived from air. Coals were bitherto used on’ board
of steam-vessels ; but water has begun to be used as a substitate. The

%x.ygen ges of the water is extracted, and applied to the produetion of
ire.

{To b continmed.)
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IV.—Reminiscences of Home.

_ The mind oft stretchee across “ the vasty deep,” to the sea-girt
isle which gave us birth, and lingers unwilling to depart around
some favored spot, like the waters of Abana and Pharpar, which
in their tortuous windings around the Damascene capital, *“seem-
ed to depart, but ever to return.” The solitary hours of Pastor,
whose papers have been committed to our hands, appear often
to bave been emploiled in visiting, by imagination, scenes which
were endeared to him by the peculiar ties of friendship and
religion. These thoughts were penned for his own gratification ;
theyare now, however, presented to public perusal, with the hope
that they may tend to benefit the minds of the readers of the
CazisTiax OBserver, and advance the glory of the Redeemer.

The village of ——, in the country of ——, was endeared to me, he
observes, by a thounsand delightful associations, both temporal and spiritual.
It was a emall yet picturesque village, situated in the centre of a number
of scattered hamlets ; ita cottages situated amidst fir and elm trees, the
white.washed walls, and rose entwining itself in the branches of the tender
vine, gave it the appearance as well as reality of comfort and neatness
It waa not unlike in its appearance the rustic and wild scenery of the Alps.

The surrounding scenery was singularly beautiful. For 8 considerable
distance an almoet trackless heath epread its sombre hue over the face of
msture. The monotony of the scene was broken here and there by mounds
and trenches, thrown uE by the contending armies of Rome and Britain,
On ascending one of those eminences, the eye was delighted by every
variety of rustic beauty. The heath terminating on the one hand by a
bfty ridge of hills, covered with heather, except that here and there a
copse, which had been planted by the hand of industry, peered from a deep
ravine or waved on the mountain brow. On the other hand, a fine cham-
Pague country displayed to the eye all that is picturesque in British rural
mer{.a The antique church, the manorial seat, villages peeping out
from the clumps of trees which almost hid them from the observation of
the spectator ; here the stately ruin, and there the modern erection, the
river gliding through flowery meads in silent grandeur, the happy rustic
@uthering into the garper the kindly fruits of the earth, the bleating of
theep, the bark of the shepherd's dog, the hymn of the village maiden,driv-
ing home her bleating cows, might all be seen and heard in this little valley
skirted by hills, and which all appeared from the simplicity and piety of
wme of jts inhabitants, together with the sweetness of its scenery, to be

** A little spot enclosed b T‘“'
Out of m"-’-':nm's wide -’u eroess.’’

In this romantic spot, when the shades of evening cast their shadow over
the happy land, the ocotter had returned from his labour, and ¢ the wee
things” had retired to rest under the parental blessing, the straina of
Mavenly praise and prayer migbt be heard ascendinf from little groups
of Chrigtian worshippers, who had assembled at the different extremities
of the village to ** worship God,” bringing to our remembrance the beauti-
ful language of the northera bard—

*¢ Compared with this how poor religion's pride,
In all the pomp of mothod and of art ;

Where men display to cougregations wide,
Devotion’s every grace, except the heart,’”’

Not unfrequently the call of aflliction and sorrow broke in upon this
bappy place, for even there the evils of the fall were seen and felt in all

]
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their dreaded forma. Thus does sin mar the brightest scenes, and interfere
with our highest enjoyments, teaching us that,
¢ We should suspect some danger near
‘When we possess delight.’’
An instance of this description appears to have occurred one evening as
Pastor was returning from a religions exercise. A youth from a neigh-
bouring village put a note into his hand, the purport of which was—
* Dear Pastor,
* May 1 entreat you to visit the habitation of sorrow and I fear of
death, immedintely ; my dear parent is dying, and requests an interview
with you before ehe exchanges worlds.

¢ Yours in affliction,
“Manm.”

In compliance with this request, Pastor set out, accompanied by his
vouthful attendant, for the village of , sbout five miles distant, the
residence of the aflicted family.

The scenery through which they had to pass was highly pictnresque :
the wild heath extended ite sable hue on every hand, relieved only by
two large lakes, the surface of which waa slightly ruffled by the evening
breeze ; on their margins stood s group of cottages, surrounded by patehes
of the richest vegetation, exhibiting the most striking contrast to the
peighbouring sterility.

At the extremity of this desert lay the rural village of —It was sitaated
in a valley, the varied scenery of which broke upon the eye in the most
agreeable and sudden manner, after crossing the dreary waste. At the
time the scene opened upon Pastor and his guide, the raya of the
setting sun were just casting their golden tinges over the copses of dark
fir which olothed the surrounding hills with perpetual green ; here and
there its bright beams, piercing through the dark masses, glistened on
the silvery stream which played its way by a thousand tortuous windingw
through the valley which, fertilized by its waters, wore the appearance of
a cloth of green, richly studded with colours at once brilliant and delicate,
In the distance stood the parish church, remarkable for its antiquity. The
rectory, a remnant of popish architecture, stood near the sanctuary ; above
it on a sandstone rock was a picturesque villa, which was again over.
looked by a modern mansion, in the gothic style, while far as the
eye could reach might be seen a country rich in hill and dale,
forest and arable land, till the outline was formed by the lofty
and luxuriant hills of A silence deep and mysterious reigned over the
face of nature, (fuch s we experience in a fine autumnal evening,
amid woods and glens,) hroken only by the sweet vesper of the night-
inﬁle, or the playful bark of the shepherd’a dog returning to his lair.

ow well adapted wan such an association of solemnity to prepare a
pious mind for the ecene it was about to witness; the transit of a re-
deemed epirit from a world of suffering to one of unclouded serenity and
perpetual song—from a land of winter and summer to one where :

¢¢ Everlasting spring ablides and never with’ring flowers.’*
Nor were these associations lost on Pastor ; he stood for a while contem-
plating the enchanting scenery, then descended into the valley by an
avenue of trees, which hid the beauteous landscape from his view. * How
like,” he said as they passed through it, * the dark valley which divides the
beavenly land from ours.” The termination of the avenue opened upon
a cluster of neat cottages, in the immediate vicinity of a rusetic bridge
envered with ivy ; in the midst of the cots stood a neat, gothic hut, or rather
villa, which by its- white.washed walls, and neat garden,showed that it was
the abode of one of those families which are pre-eminently a blessing to
those rural districts in which they are placed,—a species of character
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pecalisr to England, moral, well educated, bemevolent, cheerful, and
independant, at once an example of virtaeand a terror to vice ;—this was
the abode of the dying pemmon.

The stillness of the habitation accorded with the general silence of
sature. Pastor tied his nag to the wicket, which as he unloosed. the door
of the cottage was cautiously opened, the curtsin of the chamber of sick-
boss was gently drawn aside, the faithful dog looked with an intelligent
snxiety, first in the countenance of one, then of another, as much as to say,
“ Why this silence ?” “ Where is my mistress ?”’

The servant whispered, in answer to an inquiry of Pastor’s, that her mis.
trews was still alive, but very weak. At this moment, the dsughter of the
invalid entered the spartment. She was about the middle stature, with s
cwntenance full of intelligence, on which however grief had stamped its
fearful impresn ; her eye, naturally bright, was not less lustrous by its being
ewhrined in tears; her hair of auburm hung down in carelesss though

negligence, while in her deportment she displayed all the traits
of & perfectly educated English Iady. Circumstances of sorrow do not tend
to diminish the estimate we have formed of such virtuous features of cha.
Tacter, :l they grestly tend to exhibit them in their strongest and most

An she approached the minister, she stretched forth her trembling hand

W welcome him, while with a tremulous volce she excused the freedom she
had taken in ealling him from home, and thanked him for the promp-
titude with which he had attended to her request.
. Her voioe faltered more and more as she approached the subject of their
mterview. * My mother,” she said in broken acoents, “ my motherisalmost
gece. Come, come, speak to her, and cheer her in the dark vale.” And s
the spoke, she led the way to the chamber of sorrow. It was bat too evi.
dmt on entering the apartment, and throwing aside the cartain, that the
ll;'d of death was uponli:; vietim.

. , the dying lady, was about 69 of age : when young, she
had been the deliiht of afashionable circ{:;“;ut by divine mercy, she had
been restrained from prostituting talents of the highest order to the vainest
of purposes.  The change of sentiment had produced a ch of acquaint-
mce, in whose society she was as conspicuous for her lively piety asshe
had been before for her frivolity and wit. The soundness of her advice waa
not less valoed than the promptness of her benevolence. Though age,
standed with extraordinary trials, had robbed her of her personal attrac-
tions, there was still left the traces of a dignified deportment ; and now
in the conflict of death, there was mingled with that dignity s calm sere-
hi!;, which was the index of a mind triumphing in Christ.

gently raised her hand, and pressed it with affection. The dying
womaa lifted ber eye and amiled, and in a faint whisper, said, * This, this is
kind— Oh ! bow many mercies attend my exit. Pastor,” she continued raising
bex voice, * I wished to thank you for your instructions and friendship, be.
fore [ lemve the school of Christ for my father’s house.” After s pause, in
which it was evident that there was a severe conflict going forward in her
nind, “Be kindtomy child,” shessid, pointingto her weeping hter; “ per-
hapamy death may induce her to think more seriously and decidedly on the
important subjects of salvation.—O speak with her, pray for her when this
tongue shall be still in death. Marje, Marie, she exalaimed, in that tone
which s peculiar to the dying, and which gives an air of prophecy to their
#®ntimenta; * seek Christ, seek Christ, or we part for ever!”

Pastor, conscious that the lamp of life was fast dimming, inquired whether
thehad any temporal affairs to arrange ; she assented, they were speedily de-

tched, and the man of God resumed the subject of eternal import. *“ How

u you feel on entering the dark valley ?” he inquired. Rather tremulous

s 2
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was the reply—“it is 8 hard thing even for a Christian to die, what must
it be for the sinner !*

« Fear not,my friend, Christ iswith you ; thoug!:‘n thestormrage, ugd waves
lash your frail bark inthe narrow passages, he guides the helm : light will
spring out of darkness. ¢ He doeth all things well.” I believs, l beheye x.t'.

all,” was the reply; *“ but the enemy is strong, for his name is Leg
« They are strong,” he answered, “ and they would destroy, but—" She
interrupted him, und said with peculiar emphasis, “ Yes, yes, dear Newton
has said,
4 Sp they would, but one that’s greater

Than the winds and storm is bere.

He nakes light where all is dark—

He directs my shattered bark.'’
- ¢ But | feel my departure is at hand ; tell my children, my friends,
my neighbours, that I die in thefaith in which I have believed for 50 years,
88 a poor guilty sinner clinging to the atonement of my Lord Jesus. I have
no other ground of confidence—no, no, 1, I—" the voice failed, and after a
struggle or two, a smile pervaded the features which wore the appearance
of life, though in reality it was the expression of triumph which the tri-
umphant spirit had left on its former habitation.

There is an awful solemnity in the chamber of death at all times, but
more especislly at the momentafter death, when the tongue which address.
ed you is forever still, the eye which beamed with holy transport is glazed
in death ; in fact, when the fairestformsoon becomesa losthsome sight, and

ron wish it were ‘ buried out of your sight.,” It is then that a series of
inquiries are set on foot, concerning our own meetness for the great
change which it is utterly impossible to repress ; a crowd of associations
rush into the mind, beginning with the first dawn ofreason, and terminating
with the judgment of God. Am I prepared to die? is a question which the
most dering propose, and the most righteous institute with tremor and
anxiety.

o m’;' denr reader, if this were thy dying moment, would it be a moment
of triumph or defeat, of life or death ?

This train of reflection was interrupted by the sorrow of the now orphan
child of this once most tender of parents.

For a short time, the smile which played over the features of the parent
served to delude her who steod with an undivided attention, gazing upon
the features on which from childhood she had been accustomed to look with
delight : she watched the eye, but it smiled not ; she grasped the hand, but
it returned not her embrace ; she clasped the hody, and exclaimed, O my
mother, my mother, speak, speak one word to your Marie ; say that you
love me, tﬂat. I have been kind to you, that you are happy.” After these
interrogatories, she watched with a kind of idiotic intensity for the lips to
move, but they remained motionless indeath. She pressed them with her lips ;
then looked in. At last the awful truth rushed upon her ; she shrieked
wildly, and exclaimed, “Am I thenanorphan? Is she dead ? O God, protect
and guide me through the world to that blissful region where she now
dwells! Yes,yes, my mother ; I must follow you to glory, but” she continued,
“1 can never enter; my sins are great, too great for pardon. I have deepised
the warnings and instructions of vne of the best of parents. O Lord, enter
not into judgment with thy servant. O8ir,” addressing the minister,*pray for
me, direct me that I may see her again in glory.” Exhausted by unwearied
attentions to her parent, and the great excitement of the scene through
which we have just passed, she fell into the arms of one of the attendants,
and in a state of insensibility was borne from the chamber of death to
another and remote part of the building.

Pastor remained with them during tbe night, which was still to be one

o{l un{)recadented "interest, the detail of which must be deferred till the next
chapter.

[To be continued in our next.]
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V.—The Hindu's Hymn to Méyé.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer,
GENTLEMEN,

As you were pleased to give insertion in your last number, to
the Sanskrit shlokas, with ametrical translation, which I ventured
to forward you as a “ curious specimen of Hindu superstition®,”
Iam encouraged to offer you a few lines, in which I have endea-
voured to compress into as concise a form as possible, the leading
notionsof the ﬁindus on the tenet of Mays, or worldly illusion,
i e. the unreality of all matter, the visionary nature of all things
tave the universal Spirit, the v %av, who is el in oll, and b
vhose immediate power all material things, which are but the
reflexion of his one essence, are made to appear, as the reflected
image of the rays of the sun, thrown from the surface of the wa-
ters of a lake ; they originating the equally illusive relations, and
consequent passions and affections of unreal beings, men, &ec.

The Hindu's Hymn to Mdyd, i. e. to the Divine creative power or per-
sonified energy, the goddess of worldly illusion and delusion.

By Méyé’s all illusive pow’r imprest,

Those magic thoughts and feelings that attest
The wondrous sway, and all-pervading might
Of that which is and yet evades all sight,

The formiess in innumerous forms appears,

The eternal bounded counts continuous years ;
Who all things is, is born diverse and dies—

The fish that swims, r:hnl: wingre;'.lII fowl that flies,
Or ing insect trailing on the ground

Or nl:ir:e‘ut in gloomy forests foﬁ:‘:l, ’

©Or man of every race, of every cast,

The great, the small is He, the first, the last !
"Tis Mdy&’s pow’r spreads forth this bluoming earth,
"Tis Méya’s might ﬁivﬂ various paasion birth,
And binds in fatal links of kindling love

Or men below or greater gods above ;

That warma to social thoughts all subject hearts,
And through the worlde delusive blies imparts.
Shs bids affection unextinct to glow,

*Mid keen neglect, and vengeance yet forego ;
Content and %lnd, from instinct’s forcet, to bear
For those we love all toil and grief and care ;
And though with hate and base return repaid,
Endure it still, nor haply o’en upbraid.

Yes, Méy4! thine the guiding, ruling pow'r,
From mortal birth to that propitious hour,
When, burst the chaining Eonds of sensa, the soul
Caasts off Delusion’s visions and controul,

And to the one great Soul of souls doth fly,

And merge unconscious in the Deity.

* Prom the metrical version of the lines referred to, inserted ia onr last num.
hr! and which wero sent us by our correspondent ¢ Havarensis,’ his signafure was
‘mitted by an oversight.—Ep.

_t Beo the opening of the Mérksndeya Purkn, Chandipat, in which this subjec-
tioa of illusion is curiously exemplified.
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O mighty Being ! hear the suppliant vow,

And break these chains of sense and paseivn now ;
Oh let me quick thy ocesn spirit E;i:,

Exempt alike from pleasure and pain,—

No separate portion of the expanded soul,

_But lost for ever in the one great Whale /

" The subjoined couplet contains the best reply, perhaps, a
Chnistian Missionary could form to the notions expressed above,
and exhibited in every variety of figure and expansion in all na-
tive works of theology and philosophy, as well as in the ordinary
discoiiree of Hindus. They are l-{om the singular Nétaka,
or Philosophical Drama, called the Prabodh Chandrodaya, or
Rise of the Moon of Intellect.

wrwife warfes frwerer frwrfen: |
R wfic wenfe {18 fewao o

“If the Vedant writings, which opposeanddeny what is proved
by the clearest evidence of sight and the other senses, are to be
esteemed authority in matters of theology and philosophy,then
wherein are the ﬂanddh&s‘ to be blamed ?” (wgo deny the ex-
istence of even the Deities, becanse imperceptible to sense !)—
or asa Bengili version somewhat varies the question—

“If the Vedantsystem, which contradicting what we behold and
infer,” i. e. all visible and conceivable objects, * calls all alike
false and delusive, be admitted as truth, then wherein are the
Bauddhists faulty, who deny a God (on the verysame grounds) ?™

Feb, 11, 1835, Havaggnsis,

VI.—Thoughts on the Sinfulness of indiscriminately desig-
nating Death, * A Release from Suffering.

The empire of Satan over the minds of men is an empire of deceit. It
is only maintained, a8 it was originally commenced, by faisehood, and
requires to be kept up by a system of continued lying and fraud. The
object too of this evil spirit is ever the same ; ‘‘ he was a murderer from
the heginning,’’ and the doubt, which he threw on the truth and faithful-
ness of God, and by which he seduced our first parents, has been continued
with melancholy succesa in the experience of by far the greater part of
their posterity. “ And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely
die ;" and by this very falsehood, * Ye chall not surely die,” has he betrayed
and ruined millions of immortal souls. He is thus styled that old serpent
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world ; and when cast
into the bottomless pit and shut up for a thousand years, it is. we are told,
that he should deceive the nations no more till that period was expired.
In Revelations, xx. 8—10, also, allusion is made to thedeception he practises;
but indeed the whole tenor of scripture, and the whole experience of man,
when surveyed in the light from above, bear testimony to the trutb of our
Saviour's declaration regarding this fallen and malignant spirit, ¢ that when
Le speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own, for he is a lisr, and the father of
it.” 1n fact, from the nature of things, his designs must be carried on by

¢ The Bauddhas or Buddhists are, sccording to the Hindu orthodox, the un-
believers, or atheists of India.
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deceit, for there are but two ways of acting on an intelligent being, either by
force or by persuasion. From the former, bleased be God, he is restrained by
the strong hand of Omnipotence, so that the latter remains the only way by
which his object can be effected. Numeroue are the modes in which he
exerts his influence, but in accordance with his character, no mode appears
more common or successful, than the wonderful manner in which he works
on man’s evil heart of unbelief, till he brings him to question, or act as if
be questioned, the truth of God who cannot lie ; believing that he will not
really do what he has declared he will ; and that what he has declared shall
not take place, will perhaps after all really oocur. It might well have been
expected, that the purposes of Omnipotence being once declared, all doubt
would be at an end ; that Eternal Truth havingonce revealed his intentions
regarding his creatures, and declared of them that the righteous should go
into eternal life, but the wicked into everlasting punishment, that the
certainty of these separate events would be believed, and that we should
act with the fullest reliance on the truth of him whoisthe Amen, the
faithful and true witness. Strange, that, when God has spoken, man should
doubt ; that, when he bas revealed his purposes, the creature of his hand
should question them ; and atranger this, when we remember that all his
eounse]l has been written in his word, and that this word is in our constant
powvession, and needs but to be opened to make us ¢ wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ.” Nothing but the total depravity of our
tature, and the subtle but powerful influence of Satan can account for such
infatuation. The rulers of the darkness of this world are indeed constant
and successful in their aim ; they rule truly over a benighted world : dark.
ness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people ; but it is a wilful and
8 guilty darkness that man lives in. He loves darkness rather than
hxﬁ; he is a party himself to the blinding and fatal influence exercised
over him ; he lovesto have it 80; and in the expressive language of scrip-
tT:,_“ ]:neah with derknes in the day-time, and gropes at novn.day as ia
night.”

These remarks strongly apply to the subject of our paper. There is no
fallacy perbaps more commonly afloat in the so called Christian world than
the ooe we refer to ; and shonld any who read these lines have ueed the
expreagion we allude to, and believing in the truth of revelation have
termed the death of thuse who have not really heen ¢ born again” of the
Spirit of God, & release from suffering, we would draw their attention to the
dishonor they have thus done to Gud, the assistance they have rendered
to 8atan, the injury they have inflicted on their fellow creatures, and the
guilt they have consequently incurred ; a guilt of whioh perhaps they bave
never formed a just estimate, because they have anever weighed it in the
balanees of the manctuary,

It in very solemn to reflect, how much ¢in may be contained in a very
tlight exercise of the mind ; in the bare glance of a thought ; in the mere
permitting an opinion to rest on the mind, and 4 fortiori in giving expres.
noa to that opinion. ‘“ As s manp thinkethin his heart, 8o is he—" by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned ;”
and thus the bare expression of one of his thoughts may at once stamp his
tharacter, and declare, as with a sunbeam, the real state of his heart.
Aceordingly if we hesr a person talk of atoning for sin by repentance, we
conclude at once that be has never yet been taught of God ; if we hear
the expression, endeavour to obtain the Divine favor by a good life, we
conclude immediately that the person using it has no just views of the way
of salvation; andin like manner the use af the expression, release from
suffering, when applied to the death of the man who has lived withont God
in the world, shews us at once the real character of the individual who
ues it. It must evidently have proceeded from an evil heart of un.
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bellef ; proving at once that he has never reslly been influenced by the
powers of the world to come, that he has no just conception of the eternal
state, and that he has never truly believed that it is appointed unto all
men once to die, BUT APTER TRIE THE JUDGMENT.

Let it not be thought then that the expressions we have used sre too
barsh ; we believe them to consist with the sober truth; and the following
observations, deduced from the word of God, an authority from which there
can be no apxeal, will we trust justify the strength of the terms we have
employed. And first, with regard to the dishonor done to God. Two
alternatives only present themselves ; the expression must have been used
lg-nonn:l({, or wilfully ; but if in ignorance, that ignorance must have
proceeded from the most culpable neglect of the word of God ; these things
they must have wilfully been ignorant of, an ignorance which, so far from
excusing, only aggravates the fault. To havethe scriptures in our hands,
to think that in them we have eternal life, to believe them given by in-
spiration of God, and after all to leave them unread and unsearched, what
an insult to their Divine author; in this even what dishonor to God! But
from ignorance it cannot have proceeded ; those who use it must have
heard that it shall go well with the righteous, but that it shall not go well
with the wicked ; that we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that every one may receive according tothe things done in his body,
whether it be good or bad ; that without holiness no man shall see the
Lord ; that as the tree falls so it shall lie. All this they must have heard,
but all this they have stamped with falsehood ; all these solemn declars-
tions of the Almighty does this expression put aside ; and in thus disre-
garding the innumerable passages of scripture which pininly intimate that
all men do not after death go to happiness; and that the miseries of those
who have lived and died without Christ instead of ceasing are only in-
creased after death, they have threwn the greatest doubts on the truth of
Omnipotence, and not believing God, have made him a liar. Not only too
is his truth thus impugned, but his righteonsness and equity as moral
Governor of the universe ; for it is plainly grounded on the assumption
that he beholds with equal eye, and will visit with the same fate the good
and the bad, the just and the unjust ; and this casta the greatest dishonor
on his character and government.  Ye have wearied the Lord with your
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every
one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in
them ; or, Where is the God of judgment P Malachi ii. 17. A time how.

.ever is coming when the falsehood of this sentiment will be exposed ; to
the eye of faith indeed the time has as it were already arrived ; but then,
if not before, every one shall be made to * discern between the righteous
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him
not.” Malachi iii. 18. :

We come now to the assistance rendered to Satan in his dark and dread-
ful designa. We have in the commencement of this paper alluded to the
nature of his influence over the human mind ; to the means by which this
influence is maintained ; and the object to which it is all directed.

But this wicked spirit is not, alon® in his work of destruction ; his agents
are no doubt of great number ; and while he himself stands pre-eminent
in malice and eagacity, he is doubtless assisted by evil spirits, of inferior
powers no doubt, but of equally malicious intentions. It would be natural
too to suppose, that he would employ the victims of his fraud to entangle
and ensnare one another ; and this, scripture assures us, is the case.
* Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will da,”
said our Saviour to the Jews who were opposing his doctrine ; and John
in his firet Epistle declares, that * he that committeth ain is of the devil ;
for the devil sinneth from the beginning.” 1 John iii. 8. These dictates of
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impiration are confirmed by reason and experience ; * evil men and sedu-
eerd ahall wax worse and ‘worse, deceiving and being deceived.” 2 Timo-
thy iii. 13. Now there is no desire of Satan more eagerly and success-
fully pursued by him than to keep menin a state of delusive peace re-
the next world ; the strong man armed desires nothing so much

® 10 keep his gouds in peace ; and thus it is, by keeping out of their
sght the more awful parts of tha word of God, that Sutan keeps men
quiet and at ease ; and thus it is that, by giving in to the delusion, mea
are become settled on their lees, and say in their heart, ‘* The Lord will
Mt do good, neither will he do evil.” Zeph. i. 12. This is precisely tha
state to which our adveraary, the devil, wishes to bring the human mind ;
did men really believe and remember that after death God will punish
the vorkers of iniquity, that upon the wicked he shall rain * snares, fire and
. » and an horrible tempest,” they would scarcely pass through
life or regard death with the tranquillity they do: but here the expression,
released from suffering, comes in with effect ; every time it is used, it tends
to hull asleep the conuience, and stifle its forebodings. On every person to
vham it is addressed it acts with more or less power ; every repetition of it,
welcome and flattering as the thought is, affects the understanding and
judgment, and has, there can be no question. a most material bias on
the heart ; that heart, on the right atate of which, depends our character
ia time and our proapects for eternity. They then who use this expression,
are verily guilty conoerning their brethren ; have aseisted Satan in blinding
ud leading them captive, and have thus unquestionably inflicted a serious
jury on their fellow-creatures, at his will ; and the amount of guilt the
have incurred, who shall estimate? the weight of punishment that sh
follow, who ahall venture to declare ? It is plain that they have contribut-
ed their ahare in keeping up the deception that is practised ona darkened
world ; that they have done what was in their power to farther the designs
of Setan; have wilfully set at nought the testimony of eternal Truth;
lave dishelieved the declarations of scripture, though the mighty God,
even the Lord, hath spoken ; have assisted Satan in deceiving his wretch-
¢l daves, and when the devil that deceived them shall be cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, what shall be the doom of his associates » where,
think you, will their lot be cast ? Sharers in his guilt, shall they not share

punishment ? partners in his fraud, shall they not be partakers in its
wages? loving and making a lie, shall they not have their part with all
Yiars in the mfe which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death? Revelations xxi. 8.

There is something very fearful in this, and its undeniable truth consti.
ttes its very fearfulness. The rebels agninst an earthly sovereign share
in the guilt and punishment of their rebel leaders; and so it is with the

vide government. Assisting in the rebellion against God, they must
thare in the ruin and punishment of the great leader of their rebellion.

y would we hope then, that these remarks may lead some who are
“uscious of having used the expression we refer to, to consider the matter,
ad toreflect on theevil andsincontained in it. We have given, we believe,
o axaggerated statement ; what we have written, strong as have been the
terms we have used in reprobating the expression, we have written we
hope in Iove, and we trust therefore, it may be received in the same spirit,
a0d be regarded as an attempt, however feeble, (and the feeblest attempt In
Buch a cause should not be despised,) to counteract error, and lead to the
tuntemplation and practice of truth. There are many similar fullacies we
ight notice, but the one we have touched upon is extremely common, wo
@mmon that there must be few who read this, who have not at one time
o other corne in contact with it. No mode of expressing death is more
froquently used, especislly in correspondence, and none, as we have attempt-

T
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ed to show, is more erroneous or leads to more pernicious consequences. In
fact, it strikes at the root of all revelation ; and if it were really true we
might very wisely and consistently shut up our Bihles and say, Let us eat
and drink, for to-morrow we die. The worst too of this kind of disregard of
revealed trutha in, that it does not stop at any given point ; it goes on till
it perverts or nullifies some of the most solemn and important truths an-
nounced in the word of God, either causing them to be considered as untrue,
or passed over as of no very great importance. We are then reminded of
the Saviour's warning; ° The light of the body is the eve; if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness !”

The state of the heathen world is another suhject on which it is common
to hear opinions pronounced at total variance with the truth of scripture.
Falaehood, often repeated, comes to be regarded as truth ; and it would be
difficult to say whether much of the apathy evinced in the cause of spread-
ing the gospel may not be traced to those false views of the condition of the
heathen in the sight of God, which are so currently repested in the world.
But we are touching upon a theme too vast and important to he merely al-
ludedtoincidentally ; it merits separnste and serious notice, and would length-
en our present limits far too much. We would conclude then, with impress-
ing a conviction of the great, the overwhelming importance of TRuTH on
everysubject, but es?ecinlly in reference to the subjects that bear on eternity.
An error here may lead to consequences of everlasting moment, may entail
results which can never be got over, may end in the ruin, the irremediable
ruin of the immortal soul. To the law then and to the testimony! There
we are on safe ground ; the testimony of the Lord is sure ; on it we may
build with confidence. Only let it be according to the word, and then
amidst all the vicissitudes of time we may reflect with peace and with joy.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of our God, it shall
stand for ever. F.

Note.—There ap}wus a tendency to exyerate {n our excellent correspondent,
which he must carefully guard against. e believe the expression, which he cen-
sures is very seldom intended, and scarcely ever understood, to convey the seuse,
which he affixes to it; meaning simply a release from bodily suffering. Still it is
desirable to oxhibit how improper it is, if used in roference to the future state of
the impenitent. We ahall be happy to hear from him again ; espeelally on the subject

to which he refers. There are fatal crrors abroad in regard to the heathen ; and a
scriptural exposure of them would be doiag good service.—Ep.

VII.—Extracts from a Journal kept by a Missionary at
Cuttack, ( Katak. )

{The Goueral Baptist Mission in Orissa has been always distinguished by its atten-
tion to the public proclamation of the Gospel among the Natives. All ite members,
we believe, (with the exception of one whose chief energies have been necessarily
devoted to the management of the Mission Bonrding School,) have made it a
matter of conscience to be at least once a day engaged in public preaching among
the people, eitber at their own stations, or in some market or other place of
concourse in the nelghbourhood ; and all are in the habit in the cold season of
spending several weeks together {n the most intimate association with the
natives, while iu jonrnies to distant places of idol worship. They have also paid
great attention to the improvement of the character and attaioments of their
Native preachers, who with themselves are conetantly engaged in diffasing abroad
the knowledge of salvation. We last month furnished our readers with an account
of the ordination of two of the Native brethren connected with this Mission as
cvangelists, and having been favoured by Mr. Lacey with the perusal of his Jour-.
nal for the last few months, have extracted the following passages, which we think
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will be read with interest by our subscribers, and especially by ocur Missiopary
readers. While we hope that the salvation of the young by means of Christian
eduration will in all cases be most vigorously pursned by the latter, we trust at
the same time they will never lose sight of tte great importance of attempting
the conversion of the adult population by the unremitted preaching of the Gospel.
In addition to the promises of God and the experience of the Church in past ages,
the succeas of the Orinsa brethren aod others in India who have made the at-
tempt prayerfully and perseveringly, especially when aided by well instructed
Native preachers, may well inspire confidence In the result.—Eb.]

May 4th, 1834.—To-day we had a baptiem of four persons, and had ano.
ther restored. The new cundidates were, an aged woman, S4dha’s (mother ;
the son of Bolardm ; Subéni, the wife of Kinapari, and the wife
of Haripari. The person restored is Mrs. —. e had the baptism
in a pool jn the midet of a'plain just apposite the chapel, at 5 o’clock in the
afternoon. The whole of the native church were present, and I suppose
not less than 250 heathen natives. Commenced by singing in Uriya, *“ O
thou my soul, forget no more ;" then we had prayer, and then an address, in
the same language. The people paid & middling attention. ln conse.
quence of the baptiem, we omitted our ordinary Uriya worship. In the
evening we had the Lord’s Supper, and never had 8o numerous an attend-
ance. The newly baptized members, and the person who was re.admit-
ted, were all received into the church by an address, and giving of the hand
of fellowship. O that they may continue to the end! Spoke to them
seriously on the importance of increasing in strength, if they would in-
sure their own stability and salvation,

June 6th.—Have received applications from three natives for baptiem :
mw them and conversed with them this morning. Two of them appeared to
be very earnest. Have been visited by a young man in the character of an
inquirer several times lately. I did not think much of him at first, and
spoke plainly to him on the folly and danger of interested motives ; this
he appeared to see and feel, but was not deterred, and improves in my

estimation. He took a New Testament in Persian, which he reads, and
another in Uriya. He is reading this book, and obtaina knowledge. The
people begin to persecute him ; but he at present remains firm. His
mother also has made some inquiries, and has visited Christianpur. His
name is Krishos ; he is of 8 good clase, and writes Persian and Bengali.

In the afternoon, examined the Native Christian School with great de-
light. The children read and explained the part of the word of God which
{ormed their lesson with the greatest readiness. They were then exer-
cired in Sutton’s Geography, and explained the proofs of the earth being
globular. ‘This they eaaily comprehended. After the Geography, they‘read
and were questioned “ on the Examination of the Hindu Shéstras,” &c.
This ia a delightful little institution, and promises under the Divine care
and blemsing great usefulnest. .

We have had awful visitations by death, and our little band of Chris-
tisns has been thinned in an alarming degree. Some particular notices
of this visitation are necessary. Sédhu, one of the nominal Christians, died
of mere exhaustion. He had used himself to chew opiates, and destroyed
his constitution. His end wae without hope ; for neither inlife nor death
could he be made to apprehend hia sinful, condemned, and helpless condi-
tion, and so no wonder that he could not see the excellence and necessity of
the Savionr. 94dhu’s mother died soon after her son. She had been bap-
tized only about six weeks before she died, and was more than & hundred
years of uge. She rested on the Lord Jesus, and died in peace ; and there
is good resson to bope she ia now with the Lord. She died of mere old
1ge. The cholera entered our little vilhge of Christianpur, and attacked
four persons ; two were recovered with the blessing of God on the most

T2
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‘%mmpt and steady attention, and twodied ; the first of these was aboy named
ayéd, the second son of Kripi Sindhu, and the second wns Lakshmi
the wife of Ramchandra. 1 wm preparing 8 memoir of this exoellent
woman, and need say no more here. Xbout 12 days ago, slso, the mother
of Kripé Sindhu died. She had been n member some time ; and from the
conversation which 1, as well as the native brethren, had with her, she ap.
peared to depart in a hopeful state of mind. She said she felt herself a |IYom-
sinner ; but Jesus had died for her, and that washer hope. Shetrusted alooe
in him. Thus from our little number, five have been taken ; but regardin,
four, we have good hope, and 8o will bless God, nevertheless. They b,
fled to the Savidur of sinners, and through his grace, are now safe beyond
the power of ain, and the danger of falling away. Their death affords my
own mind great satisfaction. The fruits of our little mission have begun
to appear in heaven, so that we are not discouraged.

July 26th. This afternoon I once more got down to my standing in the
Chéndni bézér. 1 found Daitannf there. He spoke for some time, and
then I commenced. I seldom use Christian scripture texts at the com.
mencement, a3 they do not answer for bizdr work ; but the following from
their own was useful as a motto :

* From God Supreme whoever swerves,
And falsely other idols serves ;

The vilest of the vile is he,

And dreadful hell his place shall be.”

I repeated it several times, and when they had owned it, and well un-
derstood its import, I applied it to them, and denounced the consequence
it declared upon them. After some time spent in this way, we got into
some useful argument, which turned out very well indeed, and the bréh~
mans walked off. The people had by this time formed a large congregution,
to whom | declared the truth, and came away. Thank God for ease from

ain, and liberty from a sick house, B0 as to enable me to resume my la-
urs, The pative brethren are nearly useless, without a leader to utand
with them the whole time, to encourage them and restrain the abuse of the
people. This day, I learn from the best autherity, that two Hindus perisk-
ed under the wheels of the idols’ cars at Purf, as they returned to ths temple.
They were voluntary sacrifices. Surely this blood will soon cease to flow !
uly 28th. The afternoon was cloudy, and eo favourable to my pur-
, and I got down to Chéndni early. I found Romans in possession of

the atand, and stood § of an hour and heard him address the people.

I then commenced, and spoke to a good congregation for nearly the
same period. The people were instructed and warned, and good impres-
sions were made. A minsionary to do gvod requires to get into the people ;
that is, to reach their feelings, get hold of what they trust in; to demolish
their hopes and confidences, and so make them feel that they have no-
thing left to stand upon. A few questions on the surface, whioh leave
their false hopes untouched, are useless. After such a breaking up, the
Gospel i8 exhibited with great hope. When the opportunity waa over, the
people were eager for books, and received 16 or 20. There were about 60
people at one time ; but they must have changed twice or thrice over.

£0th. Being cloudy, this afternoon I mude an early start to my stand.
ing in Chéndni ; which I had all to myself; to-da mana was in Bara.
bdzdr. My opportunity was pleasant and hopeful. It commenced with
some skirmishing sbout whether the idol at Purf was or was not the
“ Lord of the world.” The best pruof that he was, which my opponents
oonldil)mduee, was, that the H. Company coliected a deal of money at hir
ga. his they maintained was done under a persuasion that the idol was ac-
owledged by them. This argument disposed of, 1 tried to impress them
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with the apprehension of the glory of God, and that he dwelt in heaven,
and eould not become visible here. Also that by his Spirit, he dwelt in the
hearts of those who loved him, and that our bodies then were hia temples,
Thie they appeared to like very much, and their minds lost all oppesition
and bitterness, and became tender, and disposed to hear the truth. We
mon got involved in another argument, but it was a very useful one, viz.
whenee come our evil thoughts and wicked desires? Like true Hindus,
they soon concluded unanimously, that all our thoughts, good and bad, came
from God. Here then we were at isue, I noticed, that bad thoughts led
to adultery, murder, &c.,, and as God was holy, how could he be the author
of vach erimes! Here they hesitated. I then endeavoured to shew them
that if God waa the author of our sinful actions, then we were not to blame,
and 8o, could oot be punished ; which all was contradicted by fact : for that,
w8 we perceived we were the subjects of punishment, we must first haye
been guilty, as God wes not unrighteous. This I illustrated by a judge
and eriminal. Besides, we were warned not to sin, and threatened with
punishment if we did ; all which proved thnt we are the masters of our
actiens, and that God compels no man to sin, as his doing so is contrary to
all that had been said. They appeared to be convinced. 1 now spoke of
the day of judgment, when God wouldcall us all to account —exhorted them
to see and confess their sins, and to seek pardon of God for them
through Christ. 1 had good attention, and not a word of objection. They
wore eager for books, and received about 20 or 24.

July 30th.—I commenced with an exposure of the practices of the pre-
seat day, from their own booka, and explained and applied it as I went
on. The passage is to the following effect :

‘¢ Hear now the customs of the Black Age—the people shall all becoma
unrighteous and very wicked ; they shall be filled with inveterate malice
towards each other, and shall in consequence be merged in the ocean of
psio and porrow. Indecency shall be universally practised, and customs not
to be named, and they shall blaspheme the word of God. Hence the days
:{::n’- life shall be shortened, and at length, destruction shall overtake

This extract afforded ample room te convince them of sin, and they
sppeared to think they were guilty. Here, however, an ignorant man
stepped up, and said that by once repeating the name of Gobinda, all their
sin was destroyed, as 8 mountain of cotton by a spark of fire. He was
applauded for this interference, and it seemed a very comfortable salve
to the feelings of eome present, who were encouraged in their vile practices

this horrid doctrine; and I felt it necessary to expose the falsehood of

e remark from their own books, as well as from mine. I re & stansa
:‘::e I:miB ;.‘hnt all must suffer the demerit of :l‘;ei; sins ; u’}the extract

the Bhégnbat regarding Mhonignaga served the best. This extract
declares, that the king presented pg: of miloh-kine with their calves,
snd ornaments of silver and gold, gifts of horses, elephants, gold and silver,
male and female slaves, rice and oil, and pulse. The gifts he made were
like the stars of the firmament in number, or the drops of the rainy season;
all this he did by the expenditure of his own wealth, well gotten. How-
ever, he committed a trifling in, and when he died, the angels of the ot
of death seized and bound him, and he became for many ages a li in
s dark well.

The spplication was obvious—this kmg had but little guilt, while he
had many meritorious works, yet they did not save him from the punish-
ment of thissin: you have many sins, and no meritorious works, what
hope then have yom of deliverance? The generality appeared convinced,
but some who did not wish to be convineed, walked off saying, as they
showed their string of beads, *“ One mention of the name of Gobinda
destroys my sins.”
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After this point was settled, I found an opportunity of saying a good
deal to the multitude. Now, however, another man stepped up, and main-
tained, that they had the truth, and were worshipping the one God whom 1
preached, who he said, assumed the form of Jaganndth, and appenred incar-
nate at Puri, The people stood with open mouths for a reply to this * well
spoken advocate.,” I repeated a stanza which descril God as the
essence of light, and as dwelling in the midst of light, and then asked if
there was sny light in their Jagannith, or whether he was not bleck ?
also, whether when the lights of the temple were extinguished, and the
doors closed, all was not pitchy darkness ? They said,  Yes.” ** How then
can your Jagannith be this glorious God, whose light is as a million of
sung, and who is surrounded with light ?” Exhorted them to consider that
they were sinners, even against their own knowledge and conscience ; that
hell was the place for sinners, and there they would surely go ; that if they
would turn to God through Christ, they might have pardon and ealvation.
No books were distributed. O that the Spirit of God would fix deep and

rmanent conviction in the hearts of these poor inconsiderate lost Ieople.

hey are exceedingly depraved, and very immoral, but deluded by a
thousand falee hopes, which allay their fears, and harden them still more
in their opposition to the truth.

August 1st.—There was no getting to the town yesterday, on account of
the weather. Thisafternoon, about 4 o’clock, I set off to the bazar, where
I remained engaged till near six. I seldom have had a better opportunity.
There was no noise, no arguing to interrupt the proclamation of the
Gospel. Commenced with a passage from the Hindu scriptures, and hearing
this, the people stood still ab once. The passage was to this effect :

¢ Tho' sacred vows we make, and gifts bestow,
The senses and the passions curb by deep
Abstraction and austerities severe ;—

On our own apirits deeply meditate ;

And wander wide and oft to holy shrines,
And wisdom thence and merit multiply,—
With holy oil our flesh anoint, and ia
The sacred waters lave,—or else perform
Whate'er by man as merit is esteemed—
Tho' all this we may do, yet having done,
From guilt man is ot cleansed 1"’

"When this had been read over four or five times, and explained, till all
had a perfect apprehension of it, they cried out, By what means then can
our guilt be removed ? I wished to deepen this feeling, and shew them,
why these and other observancea could not cleanse them from their guilt.
I {ed them through their various ceremonies, and through their incarmma-
tions also, and then declared there was no name, no means, but Jesus
Christ, by which their sins could be removed, and they themselves recon-
ciled to God. Explained to them why he could remove their sins, and
secure their peace with God. In thie I used the parable of a criminal,
a judge, and an intercessor. Concluded by intreating them to think upon
their state, confess their sins, and believe in Christ. Books were taken to
the number of 12 or 14.

Snd.—Accompanied our opative preacher Rémchandra to our stand
in Jalinga-bdzar: a very respectable and tolerably numerous congre-
gation collected. I took the first turn, and engaged in disputing and
preaching for near an hour, when I gave way to my companion, who
srgued and proclaimed for near the same time. The people were driven
from every refuge, but hung to that of repeating the name of Hark
This is their dearest and their cheapest refuge: dearest, because they
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are greatly attached to it ; and cheapest, because it costs them nothing.
When Chaitan, tbe great Hindu reformer, came, he found the Uriyas so
sensual that he became angry, because he could obtain no success among
them. Under this disappointment, he angrily exclaimed to the people
who attended him, ‘“ Juba narfkd kole, magira mdch ki jole ; baccha
Hari Harfi bol!" The meaning of which is, “ Children, enjoy then
the arms of young virginse, enjoy the eggs of the jole fish, of which ye are
so fond, but cry, * Hari Hari bol,’ and by thie means your sin shall
be counterbalanced by merit.” Since this shameless doctrine haas beea
tropagated, the name of ** Hari” has been the all-efficacious salvo for all
inds of sbominations. After committing crime, they have only to repeat
the name of Hari, and it is destroyed. With this Hydra, we came into
contact this afternoon ; for, as alreadysaid, when baaten out of every hope,
they clung to this. The following were some of the arguments we used to
dislodge their hopes; for till they saw the futility of this plea, we could
not with much expectation of success direct them to a better. Suppose you
borrow 100 rupees from a banker, but having been careless and extrava-
nt, you lose it all, and cannot return the loan ; however, you say to the
er, “ Sir, I cannot pay you your money, but will repeat your name on
this méla.” Now I ask, would the banker be satisfied and acquit you ?
Again, suppose you sow your fields, reap your corn, and consume the
produce of your land; but do not pay to the Government your stipulated
rent : in this case you say to the collector, Sir, I cannot pay my rent, but
will repeat your name. I ask, would the collector acquit you, or send you
tojail? Again, a person commits murder, or treason, of which he is clear-
ly convicted, but the man commences a repetition of the judge’s name.
Will he, or will he not, acquit the criminal ? In this way you act—you
have broken and continue to break God’s commands, which he has revealed
to you. You lie, commit uncleanness, steal, covet, bear malice, abuse your
parents, and much more, and then go and repeat the name of God, and
expect to be forgiven! 1 tell you, nay, but God will punish you! They
were serious, and inquired, * What then shall wedo?” Romana now
commenced, and spoke of the mercy of Gud in sending Jesus Christ to
save sinners, and that in him and him alone the ooulg have pardon and
salvation. As we prepared to depart, they asked for books, and received
8or 10. This has been a hopeful opportunity. O that the apparent con-
victions may be depend and perfected. The apathy of the Uriyas ia
distressing, but God can quicken their souls, and fill them with spiritual
life and energy.

[To be continaed in our next.]

V1II.—Generous exertions in Native Education of the Nawab
Muntizin Uppavisn Menenor Arr Kui'n, late Prime
Minister to the King of Audh.

We have been always most anxious to witness the liberal patro-
nage of Native Education by opulent Natives. As their proge-
nitors have long lived, and their children will probably continue
to live, in the country, their influence is more insinuating and
more permanent, though it may appear less extensive, than that
of Europeans of equal rank ; and as, in order to learn the advan-
tage of popular education, and feel its propagation a sacred duty,
they have in most cases to rise above the prejudices of education
and the trammels of early association and general example, their
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patronage of the great work ismore honorable than the Eu-
rtﬁ)mn‘s, in whose case almost all these circumstances are favor-
apie

We are gradually becoming acquainted with bright examples
of this kind among our native fellow-subjects, and feel it a duty
to hold them up to imitation, convinced that if such efforts be-
come the subject of conversation and correspondence with re-
spectable Natives by European functionaries, Clergymen, Mer-
chants, Planters, &c. it will tend greatly to excite emulation,
and secure a vast iucrease of efforts in aid of Native education.
As 8 noble example of generosity in this way, we have now the

leasure to introduce our readers to Nawib Memenp1' ALx
uA'N, the late Prime Minister to the King of Lakhnau.

The character of this gentleman, we believe, may justly be
ranked very high. We know that he is held in very great
esteem, by those best qualified to judge, for his able and disinter-
ested conduct while in office ; and we therefore with the more -

leasure record in our pages a notice of his benevolent efforts
¥or the improvement ofP‘:. e uneducated part of his countrymen
at Fattihgarh, the place of his present residence. The following
are extracts from a letter written by order of the Nawib, which
has been kindly furnished us by the gentleman to whom it was
addressed. It was dated Fattihgarh, November 11, 1884.

1 had the l:leasure of perusing the two printed Instruction Books for
children which you so kindly sent to Captain L. and am happy to say they’
pleased me much, as there cannot be better books for pupils. I have also
established a school in Farakhébéd, and have about 300 or 400 boys, whom
this recluse (meaning himself) provides with victuals and clothes. If you
will kindly send thie friend and humble servant of your's a few booke of
the kind, it will always be remembered with the deepest impression, and
will be of great use to the children in the school. In these days my
time is daily and delightfully employed in serving the poor and helplees;
besides which 1 remember and pray for my old frieads.

We add the following extracts from the reply of our friend to
the Nawab, in illustration of the salutary influence to which we
have above adverted, as capable of being exerted by Europeans
in their intercourse with Natives of fortune and respectability.

I had the pleasure this morning to receive your kind letter of the 11th
instant about the School Books. I am glad that Captain L. shewcd them to
you. I shall huve much gratification in sending you a supply.

1 am very much pl to read that you are employing your retirement
90 agreeably. Benevolence to the pour brings its own reward, in the feel-

that such acts are acceptable to God and approved of men.

he friends of education will all be gratified to hear that you have
established & school in the city of Fattihgarh.; 3 or 400 boys is indeed a
large number ! and you will ere long have the satisfaction to see many
talented youths doing honor to your college. Mr. is a zealous
friend of the people of laodia, and is exerting himself in educating them
by sending a supply of books of science and instruction to Kanhpur,
Lakhnsu, Dehli, Agra, &c. I have sent him your letter to me, with
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which I am sare he will be much pleased, and I have requestsd him to
secd you any books which may be suited for your p He is himself
printing many hooks, and is a t advocate for the establishment of
English Schools, in order that the most intelligent and respectable inhabi-
tants of India may qualify themselves for situations of trust and suthority
usder the British Government, by having their minds enlarged and know.
ledge increased ; so that they may, by their sabilities, and superior under.
sanding and integrity, be of benefit to the people. Indeed it is to be hoped
that the Governor General, who is very anxious for the education of the
m;le in English, will ere long carry into effect the measure which it ia
be has under consideration for the more general establishment of
whoole  Your exoellent example may, I hope, be very useful in inducing
uthe;. men of rank, influen t.lune:in and f::mne t:o estfablish t;o:o?h ;'ll!d o;h.t
Qg be more e contem on o oW el CALI u
in all the lam%‘:gl;gnls and wisdom d & P

In consequence of the above request, a handsome supply of
books was sent up to Fattihgarh, for the use of the Nawib’s
pupils; and we hope in due time to supply gratifying informa-
tiondlof their rapid progress in their Englich as well as Hindusténi
stadies,

While on this subject we have great pleasure in informiug our
readers, that Government are at last taking preparatory measures
with to the great work of national education. A gentle-
mn admirably qualified for the task has been appointed to
proceed into the various provinces of the empire, and on the spot
to gather all the information with regard to the extent and
character of the population; the present state of education as
to extent and eﬂ!::iency; the most eligible means of elevating
and extending it; the various charitable bequests and bene-
factions available for its support, &c. which may be there
procured. A statistical report, contuining all available in-
formation of this kind, will be found most valuable to Go-
vernment. It will enable it to form a judicious plan of national
education, and secure from its execution the most extensive
benefit. While such a reportisin progress, however, exer-
tion meed not be checked ; much may be accomplished. The
feminaries of instruction already supported by Government
may be remodelled; a school, adapted to educate teachers
for the efficient management, in due time, of subordinate semi-
uaries, may be established in each district ; and additional
echool-books, still more suited than most of those yet published
to meet and dispel the erroneous views on history, science, and
morals, entertained by the natives, may be prepared—all this,
with more minute inquiries into the plan and practical working
of the Prussian, American, and other approved systems of
national education, may be carried on at Calcutta, simultane-
ously with the inquiries of the commissioner in the Mufassil;
and as soon as the latter has completed the neceseary inquiries
in any particular district, a system of general education, ex-
tending even to town and villages, might then be introduced ; and
its success in this limited sphere determine its adaptation, in its

v
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original or modified state, to the general education of the coun-
try. We trust the members of the Education Committee, to
wgom in part will doubtless be intrusted by Government the
gelection of means, will give to the subject the close attention
and vigorous effort it demands ; and we shall then hope, even in
our day, to see something effectual done in securing an object,
one of the most important to which Government can direct its
attention—the GENEBAL EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE oF Hin-

DUSTHA'N.
BxTa.

IX.—Chapter of Indian Correspondence, No. IV.

[From the countents of the present paper, our readers will perceive with pleasure
that the exertions of those who are 1abouring to secure the progress of the Englisk
fangnage and the Roman character In India, are not only taking & wider range, but
are llkewlse exciting feelings of enterprize among natives, and new and vigorous
efforts to do good among their Euro friends., While the Kght of knowledge is
happily spreading, let the friends of Christ of all denominations take care, that it
becomes a resl {lessing to those who enjoy it. While the heathen world receive
the illumination which human knowledge can afford, let Christinns sce to it that they
enjoy also thre knowledge of Christ, which will sanctify, as well as illaminate. The
Hindua mind is now rnpﬁly swrkening, and needs more than ever a salutary direction.
The constant preaching of the bles ospel, the distribution of the Sacred Serip-
tures and Religious Tracts, and the diligent Inculcation of Biblical truth in schools,
are now become more than ever the bounden duty of those who seck the salvation of
India. It must be seen by every intelligent observer, that if her teeming population
be educated, it cannof remain Hindu, it must be Christian or infidel ; it must be influ-
onced and elevated by the love of Christ, or he debased by the injurious action of the
most selfish principles, unchecked by the weak and low, though in many cases salu-
tary restraints of even a false religion. If the members of the Christian Church
should neglect their dut‘, the curse of millons in fature ages will cling to them : if
they prayerfully, faithfully, and perseveringly perform it, the gratitude ou earth, and
the congratulations in glory of countless myriads saved by their exertions, will sure
Jy await them. Let all the readers of the CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, like some who
road its pages, bo careful to do ¢heir part in the great work.—Eb.)

3. Prorosep Periopioar Worx v Tawor, mv Tae Roxan Cranacren.
Exstract from a Letter dated near Tranquebar, Dec. 26th, 1834,

Our excellent friend Mr. —- haa informed me of your very great
kindness in presenting me with a number of your oriental publications in
the English character. 1 was formerly strongly prejudiced against the plan
of writing any foreign language with Eumglish letters ; but the statementa,
which I lately saw in the CaLourTa CunisTIAN OBsERYER, convinced me
at once so strongly of the invaluable and palgable benefits, which must
accrue from it to the extensive population of this country, that, as I had
{n.st then occasion to write to Mr. \V.at Bombay, and to Mr. S. at Madraa,

requested both of those Missionary brethren to send me any printed
publications, or to give me any hints in their power, which might enable
me to do something for the introduction of this system in the Tumuwl
country ; and I was juet about to write to Mr. P. for the same purpose,
when 1 received the information that you had already done it youn:vqien
& more complete manner then 1 would have ventured to ask.

I had already a year ago conceived s rlnn, for the benefit of the origi.
nal inhabitants of the Nilgiris, as well as of the surrounding tribes, of

tting lithographed, a comparative Alphabetarium of the Grandum, the

arnataca, Tamul, English and Hindusthanf. This coincides very much
with your plan; and after 1 had become acquainted with it, it occurred
to me that the Devénagri would advantageously be put at the head of
these alphabets, which would enable at once also the brihmans of the



1835.] Chapter of Indian Correspondence. 147

muth, to read Sanskrit books in the Devandgri and in the Bengéli
character, and introdoce more connexion and communieation between
the people of Bengal and the T'amul country ; thua a great spirit of read-
ing and inquiry, and more literary life and activity would, eollaterally, be
promoted in India. But I repeat, this is only a collateral advan ;0 I
was induced by much more weighty coneiderations to that plan ; but I sup-
pose that my more perfect acquaintance with your views will induce me
to alter my plan more or lsas. I wait with impatience for the arrival of
your kind gift, and I offer you my most cordial thanks for your kindness,

I ahall be most happy to do any thing in my power to promote, in the
Madras Presidency, your philanthropic or rather philosophic objects,
(neither wonld philologic be a wrong expression in a nobler sense.) Mr.
P. mentions to me the plan to print the 8erron on the Mouat in Tamul,
with English types, and aske me whether I would not undertake it. This
question has led me to form & most extraordinary plan, a plan which pro-
bably nothing else in the world could have induced me to conceive or to
resolve upon ; viz. to become the Kditor of a periodical in English and
Tamul in opposite columns, the Tamuwl being printed in English characters,
For I considered that a little tract, or the Sermon on the Mount, would
aitrect little attention, and comparatively few readers ; and on this very
sccount, the whole plan to adopt the English characters instead of Hindu
letters would be only smiled at by the prejudiced and superficial. But if
we publish at once a work the contents of which attract such Hindus as
koow a little English, and are in connexion with gentlemen, and conse-
quently more interested in European literature, the work would be read
by many, both by such as know English, but require (as all Hindus do
more or less) an interpreter of the English they are reading, and also by
such who do not sufficiently know English, except the letters ; and many
would buy such a publication in order to learn English by its meana,

I had alreadv many years back conceived an ardent desire to trans.
late into Tamul the best es of those historians to whose works I
have access, (particularly Rollin,) to connect them with my own words into
a regular historical account, and particularly interspersing religious and
moral observations with the constant aim to convince the Hindus by facts,
that false, lying policy, and worldly prudence ; that faithlessness in our
social intercourse and promises; in short, that gin ia the origin of all evil
and misery in the world, and that only the general adoption of the max.
ims of the Bible and belief of its Divine inspiration, can make mankind
and individuals happy. 1 wasalse very desirous to find time to write, and
the means of publishing, a compendium of the science of botany in Tamul,
where I have abundant means to point oat to the natlves the amazi
wisdom and designs of & Creator, displayed in the vegetable kingdom, an
to draw from thence the inference, that that Being who has condescended
to show such carefulness and amazing regularity in the smallest grass, could
not but have taken care to inform men in a sure and infallible way how
they may come to unspeakable and infinite happiness here and hereafter ;
and that we must be p to find us many mysteries in that revelation
as we find in nature which surrounds us. And not less waa I desirous,
many years back, to publish a series of comments and meditations on
important passages of the Scriptures, rassngos which are, as it were, the
key of all others. All these thinga could be inserted in such a periodical,
which I therefore would denominate Religious and Literary Tamul Maﬁa—
zine (or Collectaneum). This with & Tamul tranalation in the English
characters, and circulated gratis from the beginning, would soon make the
Tamulians as familiar with the English types as with their own.

I fully know the great difficulties of writing such e pericdical, and be-
fng of a greatly dyspectic and hypochondriac disposition, I ahould have

U2
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shrunk from such an undertaking under any other circumstances. But the
quick introduction of the English types and of the English language
amongst the higher and middle classes of India, appears to me of so great
importance, that the greatness of the advantages to be expected from the
undertaking, affords me the courage to venture on it.

2. Exrenrnize 1v o NATIVE, oneatep BY AN Encrmu Eovocarrow.
Extract of a recent Letter from a Youlh educated at the Deahdi Institution.

I hope it will not be displeaging to you when I say that for a long time,
even before [ left the College, it has been my favourite desire to become a
traveller to England, and back again by the land-route ; but hitherto I have
not been fortunate enough to meet a favorable opportunity to accomplish
my design. I am therefore induced now to beg you to assist me in getting
a companion whom I may accompany to England, and return with to
India, by land. T humbly offer that on the return of such a companion, I
will spure no pains and exertions on my part to be of some service and
use tohim in his passage through the Lgnhammadnn countries, and in
requital, I beg no favour, but some means, which may enable me to maintain
myself. By finding me such a companion, You will confer the greatest
obligation on me. I must confess, that it will shew a splrit of great in.
gratitude on my part towards Captain Wade, who has always been treating’
me with more kindness than a father, and generously endeavouring to have
me improved in English knowledge, to leave him for a long period
before 1 have done him any proportional service. 1 should, however, inform
.you, that he is not displeased with my design. He said, he would write
to you on the subject, and see in what way he could best promote my object.

You will have learnt by my last letter, that Captain Wade intended te
build a private school for me on his own estate. Now you will be happy ta
learn, that he has been building a fine little school, which will be soon com-
pleted. The Rev. Mr. Lowrie is oxpected here every day. He will be
welcomed by every one.

8. Morar ANp EnTERTAINING LiBRARY IN THR NaTIivE LaNQUAGER.
Euxtracts from recent Letters from a devoted Friend to Native Education,

The more I think of your Moral Library, the more excellent does it ap.

ar | Go on ! and may your efforts be blessed by Providence. 8ome admira.
Efe numbers of the Library may easily be prepared, as aids to native medigal
practitioners, in essy and familiar conversations, such as abound at bome
on almost every subject : the structure of the human frame, shewing that
we are *‘ fearfully and wonderfully made,” might be so treated as to be
most interesting to the general reader, and at the same time convey practieal
and useful information ; every native doctor in the Service would surely
buy such cheap and interesting works, because they wauld not only in.
struct him, but give a dignity and interest to his profession ; and moteover
such subjects would be well suited for leading the native mind up to the
Creator of all things, and weaning them from stocks and stones. How
many intelligent and public spirited medical men would be delighted te
devote their leisure hours to so noble a purpose ndiﬂ'uing the art of
healing through a process so simple and p mn,q ; some of the English
works on the principle might be taken as“models, but until an invitation
#2 given for the preparation of such works, men do not like to come for~
ward. 1 do not despair of seeing some contributions sent to you frem the
physicians in India} It is guite poesibie to make such subjects i
and entertaining reading.

You give a sad account of some of the native presses, when left to them.

selves. I begin to think that for the natives mere knowledge will do. harm, £f
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wssteampanied by sound principles ; it will strengthen the hands of vice
gt YR A g T present iniquity. The Moral Library will be a
gaad thing for India, and I hope it will be sought afler by the people.

Mr. Casanova, a professional artist, whom you may have seen here, is
kindly executing some illustrations for the Fables. I should like much to
imow those fables for which Sir Charles D'Oyly has been good enough to

illustrations, that Mr. C. maynot do duplicates of them. Would you
ike a few of the fables of the 5th volume of the lish Reader, with the
new morals Romanized ; enough for a two-anna book in English and Hin-
dostéai? If wo, 1 would send matter all ready for the press, with sketches

I bave the pleasure to send you nearly 2,000 sketches for the Fables of
the 5th vol. of the English Reader ; one of those I sent you Romanized the
other day ; the other eketches ghall follow as fast as they come from the
press; w I have time I will prepare fables enough for another little
volume for yoa.

1 received the little Hinda Foundling ; it shall be tranalated and Ro-
manized forthwith. The Astronomy is nearly Romanized.

B—— is here ; he is a delightful fellow, and fully enters into your plans.
You may expect immediate contributions from his pen ; several little vo-
komes at least ! 1 see he has a store in his head : he says, he knows others
vho will gladly join their forcesa. Pray, write to him, and keep him to

ywur purpose.

A story has to-day been sent here for the Library, from a talented lady ;
the first I trust of many. With such aid it must prosper!

It is delightful to see fine talents so devoted! Lot ushope that the'
wmile of Hannah More hae fallen upon India! English and large Persian
globes are in rapid preparation.

2000 plates for the Fables shall be despatched to-morrow, and with them
wme 20 English globes.

X.—Infidelity founded on Ignorance or Prejudice.

Sir Isaac Newton set out in life a clamorous infidel, but on a
tice examination of the evidences for Christianity, he found rea-
son to change his opinion. When the celebrated Dr. Edmund
Halley was talking infidelity before him, Sir Isaac addressed
bimfin these or the like worXa :—¢ Dr. Halley, I am always glad
to hear you, when you speak about astronomy, or other parts of
the mathematics, because that is a subject you have studied,
and well understand ; but you should not talk of Christianity,
for you have not studied it. I have, and am certain, that you
Imow nothing of the matter.” This was a just reproof, and one
that would be very suitable to be given to half the infidels of the
preeent day, for they often speak of what they have never studi-
ed; and what, in fact, they are entirely ignorant of. Dr. John-
gon, therefore, well observed, that no honest man could be &

eist, for no man could be so, after a fair examination of the
proofs of Christianity. On the name of Hume being mentlom.ad
to him, ¢ No, 8ir,” said he, “ Hume owned to a clergyman in
the bishoprick of Durham, that he had never read the New
Testament with attention.”
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REVIEW.

The Young Christian, or a Familiar Illustration of the Prm-
ciples of Christian Duty. By Jacob Abbott, Boston.

This little book has been received in Great Britain with
unusual favor, no less than three editions having been printed
from the American copy almost simultaneously, two in England,
and one in Scotland. If we may attribute to books the quali-
ties of persons, we may call this a clever volume, both in the
English and American sense of the word. Itis a very sensible,
as well asa very pleasing, good book. The judicious selection
which the author has made of subjects, so as only to present
matters of great practical importance, and, at the same time, of
present interest, renders this a very useful and seasonable book;
while the peculiarly happy manner in which these subjects are
explained and enforced, 18 well adapted to make this one of the
most popular books of the age. .

Bat, to be more particular, the object, as the title, ¢ Young
Christian,” partly implies, is to aid persons commencing the
Christian course, by giving them a manual of useful counsels on
various subjects. Accordingly, we find in the table of contents,
¢ Confession ; the Friend ; Prayer ; Consequences of neglecting
Duty ; Almost a Christian ; Diéculties in Religion; Evidences of
Christianity; Study of the Bible ; the Sabbath ; Trial and Disci-
pline ; Personal Improvement.” These are the general titles of
the chapters ; the  filling up” of this outline may be judged of by
the details of one chapter, as a specimen of the others, and by one
or two quotations, which we shall subjoin at the close of this
notice. We give, without any icular preference, the details
of the 10th chapter, from the table of contents, ¢ T'rial and Dis-
cipline—the steam boat on trial—efforts of the engineer—im-
provements—final results—great power of the engine—safo
and successful action—life a time of trial—trials of childhood—
the child and the forbidden book-—commands—pain—advant-
age of trial in childhood—putting play-things out of reach—con~
versation—trials not to be shunned—instruction and practice—
the uses of trinl—self-knowledge—the deceived mother—true
submission distingnished—the engineer watchful—trial a means
of improvement—the boy studying—the moral and arithme-
tical question—practical observations—God’s providence uni-
verzal—losses of every kind come from God—the careless en-
gineer—neglect of duty—concluding remarks.”

Our own remarks must be brief, as we prefer to let the book
speak for itself, as far as the limits allotted to this notice will

ermit, and wish, therefore, to reserve our space for extracts.

ut as it is in contemplation, we have been delighted to learn,
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to publish an editfbn at Calcutta®, and as we are anxious that
all our readers should do themselves the justice to procure this
book, we add two or three observations.

1. To reflecting minds, the peculiar charm of Abbott’s Young
Christian is, that it explains the principles of duty. It differs
in this respect from some excellent works of the same general
class, which are full of good advice and didactic instructions, but
which are sometimes spiritless, though wise, and wearisome,
though good. In this work we have the principles of duty ex-
plained, a8 well as the duties themselves ; the grounds of action,
the motives, and then the conduct resulting, set forth in brief
and beautiful simplicity.

2. Most persons wiﬁ be delighted with the common sense of
the aathor. He has learned to estimate aright the useful in life
and in religion, and to pass by speculations of little use, though
of imposing pretensions, as irrelevant to his object. In this he
kas wisely consulted the spirit of the present age. The time for
indulging mere speculation has passed away ; action is now the
general watch-word, and common sense is, or soon will be, the
universal guide. Owing to Mr. Abbott's good sense, we have
not in this volume to complain of pages devoted to abstractions
and theories; or worse, to a parade of the author’s learning and
acuteness ; or worse still, to a discussion of the various differ-
ences among Christians, and the superior excellence of this, or of
that mode of church organization. Essential and important
matters are treated with all seriousness, but other things receive
little, if any, attention. This course all approve in their serious
hours ; it 18 to be regretted that all do not always act in the
same spirit and manner.

3. Everyreader will be greatlypleased withthe appropriateness,
simplicity, and beauty of the numerous illustrations which occur
in this little book. 1In this department, evidently, is the author’s
forte. We are all, like our neighbours, amongst whom we dwell,
the Hindus, much pleased with illustrations, and we often see
that ¢ a figure is better than an argument.” This is especiall
true of young persons, for whose use this book is well adapte({

deed, we are mot acquainted with any book so very happy,
and consequently, 8o interesting in this respect, as the one under
consideration.

At the same time, the reader will be equally pleased with the
clear statement of truth, and with the satisfactory, if not pro-
found, reasoning where argument is necessary.

Our first extract is from the Chapter on the Sabbath :

“ Public worship. It is perfectly astonishing what a tendency there is
among mankind, and even among Christians, to throw off the whole re-
sponsibility of public worship upon the minister. As he looks over the
susemnbly he sees an expreasion of interest upon the countenances of his
hearers, and perhape expects they are going to listen with interest to

® A pest edition has since been published.—See advertisoment on cover,
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what he has to say. He begins the delivery of his message, endeavouring
to explain to them the principles of duty, or to present the considerations
which should urge them to doit. Now, let me ask, while this exercise
Is going forward, upon whom does the responaibility of it chiefly come ?
Is it the duty of a minister to interest the people, or that of the people to
be interested by their own efforts, in the message the minister brings ?
Are you, in receiving & measage from above, to reject it, or listen to it
carelessly, and with an inattentive and listless air, because it is not pre-
sented in such a manner as to compel you, by the novelty of ita illustra-
tlons, or the beauty of its diction, to give it your regard ?

““ A farmer sends his boys into a field to spend the day in work. He
tells them what to do for an hour, and says that after that time he shall
send a man to explain to them how they are to proceed through the day.
The boys go on with their work, until at le.nft the expected messanger

pears. He begins to tell them how the land is to be ploughed, or in
:r-;nst way the father wishes the seed to be put in the ground. The hoys
Listen to him a minute or two, until one perceiving some oddity in the
man’s menner, bursts into 8 laugh ; another sits down on a green bank
under & tree, and gradually falls into & state of drowsy insensibility ; a
third looks away with a vacant countenance upon the hills and mountains
around, utterly regardless of the message. The boys consequently do not
learn what their father wishes them to do, and do not do it ; and when
night comes, and they are called to account for the labours of the day, they
try to justify themselves with this preposterous excuse: ‘ Why,' they
eay to their father, ‘the man you sent us was not an interesting man, and
so we did not pay any attention to his message. He had no talent at mak-
ing his mode of explanation novel and striking, and so we did not listen
toit.” ‘I could not poesibly fix my attention,” says one. ‘ He was a
very sleepy talker,’ says another; ‘1 ocould not keep awake.’ ‘He was
dressed #0,’ saye & third, ‘and he had such a tone, that I could not help
laughing at him.’

“Such are the excuses which many persons give for not giving heed to
religious instruction on the Sabbath. They try to throw off all responsi-
bility upon the minister, and if he does not awaken, by the power of his
genius, an interest in their minds, they consider themselves ontir‘evly
excused from feeling any. They eay in substance to themselves, * We
know we have disobeyed God, and he is sending us messengers to commu-
nicate to us the offers of forgiveness for the past, and direction for the
future; but unless he sends us agreeable, and ingenious, and eloquent men,
we will pay no attention to any of them.’

“ Who can stand in the judgment with such an excuse? And yet it ia
the aotual feelinﬁ of thousands. But, my reader, 1 do urge you to abandon
altogether this plan of throwing off upon the minister, whom Providence
has sent to you, the responsibility of the interest you take in public instruc-
tion. It is his duty to deliver his mes plainly and intelligibly ; but it
is your duty, most unquestionably, to interested in it. Go to E:blic
worship, feeling that you have something to do there. You must be in-
terested in what you hear, if it is a plain exhibition of religious truth, and
you must apply itto your own conscience and heart by real active effort, or

ou must incur the guilt of rejecting the message from Heaven. The less
interesting the preacher is, then, the more active and the more arduous
the duty of his hearers. They should look him steadily in the face, and
listen in silence and in deep attention to what he has to say, and feel at all
times, though the minister must be faithful in delivering his message, that
it is their most imperious duty to take heed how they hear.”

The story of Louisa, in the 4th chapter, is most affecting ; few
persons can read it without weeping, but it is too long for our
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We quote from amaultitude, and find it difficult to eelect.
ake, however, a8 a specimen of the author’s power of graphio
description, the little incidents between a mother and her child.
It is in illuetration of the design and effeets of trials.
< To obtain a vivid ides of this, let us look at this little ehild. She is
just sble to walk about the floor of her mother’s parlour, and though her
life is full of wourves of happiness, it is full likewise of sourees of disap.
pointraent and suffering. A moment since she was delighted with a play-
thing which her mother had given her, but now she has laid it aside, and
is advancing towards a valuable book which lies upon the chair. 8he is

just reaching out her little arm to take it, when she is arrested by her mo-
ther’s well known vuice—

“ s Mary ! Mary must not touch the book.’
“ A child as young as this will understand language, though she eannot
use it, and she will obey commands. She looks steadily at her mother a

moment, with an inquiring gaze, as if uncertaln whether she heard aright.
The command is repeated,

* < No: Mary must not touch the book.’

& The child, I will sappose, has been taught to abey, but in such a case
as this it is @ hard duty. Her little eyes fill with tears, which perhaps
she makes an effort to drive away, and soon seeks amusement elsewhere.
Now if such a child has been managed aright, she will be improved by
such a trial. The'&rllleiplo of obedience and submision will have been

strengthened ; it be easier for her to yield to parental command on
the next occasion.

* But see, as she totters nlong‘ back to her mother, she trips over her little
stool, and falls to the floor. The terror and pain, though we should only
smile at it, are sufficient to overwhelm her entirely. Her mother gently
raises her, tries to soothe her, and soon you can distinctly perceive that

ild is struggling to repress her emotions. Her sobs are usll
:;:i'md, the tunngﬂow less freely, and soon the sunshine g;:d smilz
breaks forth over her face, and she jumps down again to play. This now
has been a useful trial ; paln and fright have once been conquered, and
they will have less power over her in future.””

The subsequent remarks shonld be well weighed by every
parent, and especially by every mother. We have only to ask,
in conclusion, that our readers will get the book, and judge for
themselves, and then we shall be quite certain of their thanks
for having introduced it to their notice. o

Vidwan-Moda Taranginf, or Fountain of Pleasure to the
Learned, translated into English, by Mahé Riaja Kal§
Krishna Bahadur, &c. &c.

[Continued from p. 109.)

On the general burst of indignation elicited from the courtiers
and other sectarists, by the opening address of the atheist, ke
first charges them with inconsistency in reproaching him as a
sinner, while they allowed themselves in the practice of slaying
harmless animals in sacrifice. {(The Bauddhas,who are slwayscon-
sidered by the orthodox Hindus as atheists, hold all injury to

x
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sensitive creatures in abhorrence as a grievous sin.) A Mi-
ménsaka, or Vedic moralist and ritualist, g:i'ends the practice of
animal sacrifice as sanctioned by the Vedas, as both an accept-
able service to the gods, and a meritorious means of procuring
good both here and hereafter to their worsl:ilfpers. "Thereupon
the atheist exclaims against the absurdity of all such superstitious
notions,and denies at oncethe existence of thegods,and the reali-
t\; of a future state. His opponent alleges the revelations of the

eds and Puréns, whose authority he however denies, asserting
them to be the productions of deceivers, pretending to tell us of
things beyond the reach of our senses, ang therefore incredible.
The ritualist next alleges the fact of the existence of good and
evil (or suffering and enjoyment), as proofs of a previous merit
or demerit in individuals, and thence infers their pre-existence in
former births, their good and evil conduct in which has severally
fixed their present condition. This is met by the same assertion
of the absence of all proof——¢ where are those works, by whom
have they been seen performed, or who hasstored up their merits,™
asks the atheist; who concludes, that joy and sorrow are always
but the natural course of things, resulting from men’s actions in
this present life, and not the result of any fatal destiny carried
forward from a former one; but finally declares the whole of
things, the world and all in it, to be mere illusion, having no
real existence whatever.

“ Well then,” puts in the Vedénti (or pantheist), catching
at this coincidence with his own notions, ¢ since you admit the
illusory nature of all material things, in which your judgment
is correct, you must necesearily allow the real existence of the
one Brahma (or universal Spint), of whom in truth the world is
but the reflexion.”

The atheist demands a definition of Brahma, or an exposition
of his nature and attributes. His opponent declares him to be
undefinable in human langnage, and inconceivable by human
intellect ; but yet pronounces i.im ¢ eternally quiescent, without
form, destitute of qualities, (. e. of unmixed excellence,) pervading
all things, supreme, glorious, and ever-blest.”

Whereupon the atheist asserts the futility of supposing a
Creator, if the creation itself be unreal, and asks what a Being
without form or activity could possibly produce. The Vedéntist
is here completely nonplussed and put to silence ; but is followed
by a professor of the logical philosophy, who proudly reproaches
the hitherto trinmphant Néstika ¢ with attacking the systems of
others,” while unable to perfect one for himself, ¢ asa person who
should detect and vilify the errors of another, while regardless
of correcting his own, or like the blind man who should laugh at
one whose eyes are deformed.” * Here is a man,” thought the
unbeliever aside, ““who comes like a fierce wind to disperse the
clouds of our reasoning, though loaded with the waters of under-
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standing ;" then detailing a long list of the contrary opinions of
different sectarists,that mutually destroy one another, and leave
the mind in endless uncertainty, he sums np with an explicit
denial of a heaven or a hell, a previous existence, vice or virtue,
a creator, sustainer or destroyer; declares objects of sense alone
to be credible, that none either enjoy or suffer but while in the
bedy ; and thatin 8 world where all is illusory, only the vain
supposition of mortals, who are deceived by unreal appearances,
gives animaginary existence to any thing of the kind ; conclud-
ing that ¢ inoffensiveness is the highest virtue, self-injury the
deepest sin, independence of others the true salvation, the best
heaven gratification of the palate; (Let us eat and drink, for
to-morrow we die !) that lust may be gratified without regard-
ing whether the female be one's own wife or another’s, and that
the distinction of priests and laity should be abolished, and every
oue live as he lists !

After listening to this long but frank exhibition of the trul
atroeious absurdities of Atheism ;—and it is ever the same in a.ﬁ
ages and countries, however various in the circumstantials of the
system, the advocate of impiety, licentiousness and brutality ;

e enemy of divine and human restraint alike, the fosterer of
pride, selfishness and injustice ; the dissolver of society and the
agent of Satan, to deceive and ruin both the souls and bodies
of men ;—a Tarkika (disputant or Sophist) next takes up the

tlet, and destroys the position that sensible proof alone is to
admitted, by sarca.sticalry inferring from a husband’s absence
in a foreign land the widowhood of his wife! The inconclusiveness
of this, however, is urged by the Atheist, as confounding mere
distance in space with non-existence : ‘‘an absent person one may
et hope to see again, the dead never ;” and though the fact of
ife or death in such a case be uncertain, yet * the arrival of in-
telligence may bring joy, and while that i possible, lamentation
as g one no more is never reasonably to be indulged.” From
this admission the antagonist acutely draws the conclusion, that
if the letters of a human agent afford proofof what they assert,—
and they must do so, or all intercourse by word or letter among
men is at an end, and all use of speech nullified,—theninference
is a fair argument to be applied to divine as well as to other
sabjects. his the Atheist admits for the moment, but denies
that the existence of God may be proved thereby. His op-
nent shews that a creative power 18 inferred from created ex-
istences, and demands to know if there be no God, whence came
creation ? He is answered, that mankind, for instance, are born
one from another in endless succession, as the potter and other
artists, of the material before them, form the sundry products of
their skill. This the Tarkika shews inadequate to meet the
necessity of the case, a8 it cannot account, for example, for the
x 2
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growth of treesin a forest where man never planted. The other
replies that ecme insects are produced from heat and moistare,
(by equivocal generation ;) but is answered that to make this
conclusive, even if true, men must be shewn to be ever produced
without generation. The Atheist then alleges that production
18 not uniform a8 to the manner; sexual intercourse, the action
of the elements on the seeds of plants, and other mades, being
apparent, according to the nature of the thing. This is admitted,
but shewn still to be dependentonexterior agerey, as the gardener
waters his flowers, or the clouds the trees of the forest: and it
is asked what nature is, whether something inkerent in natural
subjects, or something foreign to them ; if the former, the
inference is, then things may form themselves, which is disere-
dited by the fact ; if the latter, then the Atheist’s own principles
are contradicted, which assert that nothing exists but material
objects. Hence there is some existence other than matter, and
that existence is God, such as theists adore him.

The Atheist has now no farther resource, but repeats his asser-
tion ofthe eternal series of material causes,denying an intelligent
Supreme. This his opponent justly derides, and shews, that
nothing whatever is gained by so absurd a position as that of an
infinite number of suocessive causations, and the denial of onesingle
cause of all, whose very simplicity is conclusive as to its philo-
sophical truth. Here the Atheist, confounded and silenced, is
induced to allow a First Cause, but refuses to admit his eternity.
From this refuge he is also driven by his adversary, who shews
that if not eternal,then we go beyond him to his creator, and
so on ad infinstum, or till we stop at last in the belief of one un-
created eternal First Cause, which is but the God in dispute.
The triumphant Theist, in conclusion, corroborates his Previous
arguments by a reference to man's natural fears and desires and
morel sense, which lead him instinctively to divine faith and
worship, and urge him to inoffensiveness and goodness ; shewing
that happiness and misery are, in the constitution of nature,the
results o? vice and virtue severally ; that fear and desire are the
efficient motives to human action ; that moral justice is not dis-
tributed in the present life ; whence the inference of a heaven and
8 hell in a future state of existence ; and finally, that coincident
with these inferences, are the direct assertions of the sacred
writings, the truth of which is farther confirmed by the eccur-
rence of astronomical phenomena, eclipses, &c. as predicted in
them ; while the temporal blessings which follow upon a regard
to the scriptural observances prescribed to men, are conclusive
arguments, he says, for the folfilment of what they set forth asto
be experienced in a fature state. ¢ The existence of God is
proved ! He is Lord of all—he presides over the work of creation,
preservation, and destruction ; he is everlasting, he is all-wise, he
is the anthor of salvation!™
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We now return to the Réji : and first, we observe, that the
present publieation is imperfect ; of the eight cantos inthe original
poem, it givesbutthree,(or less than one-half,) withoutany intima-
tion whatever that the work is incomplete. The cantos wanting
are the 1st, forming the author’sprologue, of 25 couplets ; the 4th,
which is a monologue, containing the exposure of the Nyiya or
logical philosophy, in 45 couplets ; the 5th, a dialogue between a
maintainer of the Miménsé or Vedantic ritoal, nngna. disputant,
in 26 couplets; the 6th, aleo a dialogue between a follower of
the S&nkhya school and a Sophist, in 29 8hlokas ; and lastly, the
7th,in whichthe Pétanjali(i.e. ascetic, abstract or contemplative)
philosophy is maintained, in 64 Shlokas.

Again, while the five entire cantos thus specified have been
altogether omitted in this edition, there are, in the three which it
meludes, viz. the 1st, 3d, and 8th, not only, as might be expected,
several and some of them important readings in which it varies
from the MSS. bnt also considerable omissions. In the 3rd
eanto, the Atheist’s speech is curtailed of the enuomeration of
sectarian differences,on which the argument of endless uncertain-
ty is grounded ; while in the 8th, of 140 couplets not fewer than
63 are wanting: thus the Shaiva’s speech in this act appears to
consist of three instead of thirty-four, as in the original poem ! In
a good MS. copy of the work belonging to an eminent Sanscrit
scholar, with which we have collated the three cantos of the
R&j&’s edition, besides variations in almost all the headings, not
fewer than 52 various readings in the 2nd book, 55 in the 3rd
and 104 in the 8th, a total of 211, have been found, the absence
of many of them of great moment, forming a large a te of
materials towards a correct exhibition and just understanding of
the original poem. The deficiencies and inaccuracy of the Rayi’s
text are, however, readily accounted for from the unstated fact
of its being & reprint from an edition published from the press
of Bishwinath Deb, in the year 123%, (A. D. 1826,) in the
Bengili character, m:companie({v with a Bengili version by Ridhé
Mohan Sen, in which are precisely the same omissions, as well
of whole cantos as of single verses! Even the Réji’s English
Introduction is a tranelation of the Bengili one of Rﬁnihé Mohan.
The minute verbal agreements between the two editions also go to
establish their connexion. This ought to have been stated, not
only in fairness, butin order to put the European student acquaint-
ed with the Bengili, in possession of an additional and important
belp towards understanding the Sanskrit original. e have
colﬂ.ted both editions thronghout, and have found that wherever
the Bengili edition varies from the MS. there the Réja’s edition
precisely agrees with it ; the only differences, a very few ap-
parently conjectural readings only excepted, being orthographi-
cal or press corrections. The late Mr. Ward of Serampore has
given an uccount of this poem in the Srd volume of his ** View of



158 Review. [MagcH,

the History, Literature, &c. of the Hindus,” of which volume it
forms the 11th chapter, and which the student ought by all means
to compare with the present translation.

We now come to the English version itself, of which we regret
not to be able to speak in very favourable terms; truth compels
us to withhold from it our unmingled approbation. Intelligent
and diligent the Réjd certainly has proved himself, and very
laudably solicitous to build his own literary fame on works of
intrinsic value and utility. Most of his pablications are well
selected, some of them well executed ; it is to be regretted he
does not secure for them a final revision from some one among
his many literary English friends, by which while his own im-
provement would be progressive, the substantial value and useful-
ness of his translations would be so greatly enhanced, at the
same time that his fame would be secured from the imputation
of haste, negligence or inefficiency. The present work is, unfor-
tunately, perhal.&s theleast calculated by itscorrectness or elegance
to extend the Rdjd’s reputation. The violations of English 1diom
are numerous and marked, such as care might readily have
obviated or friendly revision removed. Much allowance should
of course be made for one to whom our language is foreign and
of peculiar difficulty; yet some of the g@ié‘s other works
shew him to have acquired very considerable facility in Eng-
lish composition, as well as pretty general accuracy and purity.
We suspect he has not thoroughly understood his original
in the present instance, and has therefore failed in enablin
others to understand it. In the use of the English articles ang
prepositions he often stumbles; and as the intelligence of a

ge very much depends on the idiomatic employment of these
ﬂ'ttle sarticles, too much attention cannot be paid to them. We
should venture to recommend a close study of this part of English
speech to the Mahd Rdjé ; meanwhile our duty as well to him as
to the public, is to notice the defects of the work before us, both
with the view of inducing kim to employ more care in his subse-
quent labours for the good of his countrymen, and in order to
put ours on their guard, lest they should form an erroneous
notion of Chiranjiva from this exhibition of his drama.

We note for observation, that the present translation exhibits
1st, a grievous want of closeness to the sense of his original.
Thus in the Shaiva’s salutation, in p. 8,

qETETRINAR LawIer: yrm qEnfed |1

g rrfecretaciy arg sy qrefa:

WU & Wiy geam@ e wge: MS. st
is thus rendered: *‘ May he by whose authoritative com-
mand deities are created, protected, and destroyed ; he who
though he be incorporeal, yet for the salvation of his peaple
becamne corporeal; even he whose only reflection is his own
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gorious self, and who enlightens the world, preserve your
life from danger.” The literal version would be, “ May Shiva,
by whose command the (inferior) deities perform the opera-
tions of creation, &c. and who though without form, for the
rescue of the world assumed form, contemplating himeself, himself
alone, instructing all world, embrace (or aid) you !” the sense
and propriety arealike violatedin K4dli Krishna'srendering. Again,
i 1. “ with mind intently contemplating, fixed upon,
orabsorbed in Brahma (or the universal essence),” is rendereﬁy
a strange oversight or misapprehension, whom ¢ Brahmi con-
stantly contemp‘iates !”  The whole passage in which this occurs
is inaccurate and ill constructed.
But 2ndly, there are interpolations of words and phrases that
dilate and often pervert the sense. Thus in p. 8,
rarfaed TRt TRRATAS fregdm: |
worw TRWMARY qrEry WA 99y fa at o
i. e. “This ascetic, embarked on the vast ocean of the world with
a mind entirely regardlessof all senswial enjoyments, comesforward
for,i. e. to assist, our salvation, clothed in dyed garments™—is ren-
dered ¢ Aaring crossed the dreadful ocean of this perishable world
in the bark of reason, and having abandoned every worldly enjoy-
ment, he wears dyed sackcloth for our sakes (! ) and approachin
the righteous governor begins,” &c. This species ofP mingleg
exaggeration and misapprehension is very frequent. The bene-
diction following is a still grosser instance of the same kind,
R dTwinwwfy ferrivifcrgens ayrverafed  wectr
wyrTn: swer froarrced fragufafed vy fedd fasi
WIAWIY SWYY TVE THNN @ A€ )
i. e. “ May you speedily, never more the subject of worldly illu-
sion, account as yourself, that Being who is without a second (i. e.
singly or alone, the only one ), all-pervading, unknown, untouched
with impurity ; who is intelligence and felicity, but through igno-
rance of whom, all mortals habituate themselves to distinctions
of I and thou and he, (i. e. to individualization of things and
persons,) in whose light these three worlds exist like the rays of
the eun rkling on the waters, i. e. o mere reflexion of his
ightness.” This beautiful passage is thus obscured hy mistrane-
lation and weakened by interpolation:—*“ May your mind be
free from illusions, and become duly enlightened by ready under-
standing—may you have a right estimation of yourself, and be
Jree from all earthly ties of relationship, with which the heart
of every individual on earth is engrossed, and by which the
knowledge of the one God, whose sun-like spirit (!) floats upon
the waters, and who alone is all-wise, supremely happy, dwelling
in light, the unknown and yet the all-present, 18 forgotien.”
8rdly. Many passages are absolutely unintelligible, e. g. p. 9.
“ May your glory be ever preserved by the goodness of that
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being who is compared to the water that trembles on the leaf of
the lotus, and who has all nature for his coadjutor in the exercise
of his authority.” We defy the most inventive imagination to
attach a meaning to this. Ward, by double matical over-
sight, renders it :—* May nature, unaffected by spirit as the
water-lily by the water, by whom, beginning with greatness, the
universe was made, prosper them !” It should be, ** May plastic
nature, (i. e. passive matter) the subservient cause (or agent) of
spirit (the active power in creation), which is unaffected by it,
(geing immaterial and all-pure) as the lotus leaf by the drop of
water that trembles on its surface, but enters not its substance,—
may she ever increase your (slread{) exalted greatness I”

So p. 21, “ free-will is & mark of the best conscience !” The
atheist says,  not toinjure (e.njthing living) is the highest virtue.”
So, « freedom is sure independance, and living upon dainty vic-
tuals is the only enjoyment of eternal tmquﬁ.lity :" an unmean-
ing tautology and verbose perversionof an easy atheistical tenet,
* freedom from controul is beatitude, and to indulge the palate
heaven.” Sometimes the sentiment is even inverted ; as in p. 28.
“ The world has not surely been created free of vice and virtue
by an all-wise ruler, for we rational beings are subject both to
pain and pleasure ; but as God is neither wrathful nor malicious
towards any of his creatures, &c.” which would intimate not mere-
ly indifference to moral character in the Creator, but Ais equal
causation of both. The original says, ‘“ How can the Divine
Being, but in consequence of their virtue or vice respectively,
(¢. e. in either a prior or subsequent birth), have formed all the
creatures who are here afflicted with pain and pleasure severally ?
for in the Creator, who regards his creation with impartiality,
there is neither (causeless) anger nor ill-will.”

4thly. Another observation we must make upon the esque
application of the Greek and Roman nomenclature to the Hindu
deities; as inp. 11; * the J yotis-verta (J yotir-vettd), orastronomer
and astrologer, enters : o him,” says the courtier, introducing
him, *“are well known thereal omens of times, and he is ever ready
and sble to solve various questions respecting the three different
periods of time, the present, the past and the fnture ;” more cor-
rectly thus : “ This astrologer,” says he, ‘ is versed in the science
of alltimes, far-seeing into the certain, the contingent and the mat-

- ter of fact, knowing the various events past, present, and future ;
almost omniscient, of perfect intelligence.” His benediction is thus
pedantically conceived :—Enumerating thenine planets according
to the Hindu system, hesays : * Maythe sunconfgron you the dig-
nity of heroism ; may the moon fulfil allyourdesires; may the planet
Mars prosper your health ; and Mercuryincrease your understand-
ing; andJ usiter redouble your eloquence; and Venus impart to gou
the knowledge of poesy; and Saturn remove all evils from your des-
tiny: on the other hand, may Rihu (the ascending node), cause
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gloom to cover and overwhelm all your enemies, and Keta (the de-
scending node), grant that victory may everattend yourroyalstand-
ard I” Besides the odd and incongruous association, much of the
real point of the application is wholly lost, depending altogether
a3 it does, on the Hindu appellatives ; on each of which a verbal
un is contained in the blessing severally invoked, but which it
18 not possible to preserve in translation ; some inkling of which,
however, may be gathered from the native names of the planets,
none whatever from the western mythologico-astronomical terms :
e. 9. from Ww: Shurah, or the sun, is invoked rux Shirapadang,
bravery ; from wyw: mangalah, W@ sammangalam, or “bless-
ing ; from {19 bodhanah, ¥4 bodhang, wisdom, &c. The Hindu
kebdomadal phraseology, therefore, not the Romanshould havebeen
employed. Besides, the mythological rulers of the planets in the
Hindu and Grecian systems, are not the same characters. Thus
the fifth planetary day is that of Vichaspati or Vrihaspati, the
preceptor of the gods and president of eloquence, a very differ-
ent personage from the western Jupiter ; so that when the astro-
nomer says, * May Jupiter redouble your eloquence,” the notions
go coupled are altogether incompatible. * May the God of
elogquence render your words fluent,” conveys a very suitable
benediction. With similar impropriety and mnegligence, the
Hindu philosopher, in p. 38, of Krishna Ais own God,
as “a heathen deity,” just asa Christian might do. In the
speech of the Hariharfdwaitabddi, s. e. of the sectarist who
considers as one individual both Shiva and Vishnu, there is
a singular selection of epithets applied, either to both deities
separately with the same meaning, or to each in different mean-
ings. The Réjé gives each worg in the double application, yet
fails to expreas the intention justly, both from defect of rendlr—
ing and the use of disjunctives: while Ward gives only a single
version of each epithet. The exact rendering might be some-
what in the following style : * May that deity, whether he be call-
ed Krishma or Shankara (i. e. Vishnu or 8hiva), whose mind (said
of both) is ever intent on the contemplation of Brahma (the
universal spirit) ; who is the beloved of Lakshmi, i.e. Vishnu, (or)
delighting in the lotus, i. e. S8hiva, void of occasion of grief, (of
either,) dwelling on the water, i. e. Vishnu, (or) bearing water on
his head, {. e. Shiva, as x¥w®1, omnipresent, (of either,) smeared
with cow-ashes, i. e.Shiva, (or) possessed of theeight powers, i. e.
Vishnu, dwelling in the eminent Himilaya, chief of mountains,
i. e. Bhiva, or upiolding mount Govardhana (to shelter the Gopi-
pis from the rain), i. e. Vishnu in the character of Krishna ; the
beloved of Pérvati, i. e. Shiva, (or) of Lakshmi, the fearless, i. e.
Vistmu: bearing theserpent Ananta ashis diadem, i. e. Shiva, (or)
reposing on the serpent, i. e. Vishnu; whose vehicle is the most
excellent of birds, (or Garure,) i. e. Vishna,or who rides on the
bull, . e. Shiva, and the sole source of joy to the three worlds, (of
Y
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either) may Aedwell ever inthy breast {” Theseveral etymologies
are curious, some of them obscure, perhaps forced, but exactly in
keeping with the character of the Hindu poetical style and
phraseology.

We have thus discharged our duty on the present oceasion,
and shall conclude by observing that the entire work of Chiran-
Jiva, though not equal throughout, nor remarkable for a display
of talent either in the thought or diction, is yet peculiarly valu-
able as bringing into a small bird's-eye view, as it were, some of
the prominent peculiarities of the various sects of Hinduism both
in theelogy and philesophy: it will eminently serve also to
oxpose the weakness of reasoning by which the whole are at-
tempted to be supported, and above all the innate viciousness of
the entire systems here represented. The votarist of one God
is the keenest satyrist of another. * What,” says the disciple of
Réma, emiling, “ Do you prove the superiority of Krishnafrom his
r(re—eminence indebauchery ?” ¢« Why,” replies the worshipper of

rishna, “ that very pre-eminence in licentious indulgence is pre~
dicable of Rima as well.” Rém and Krishma are pitted one
ngaimt the other, and beth equally seen to be unworthy, not only
of divine hemage, but of respeet and love as mortals, indulging in
every vice and practising every eruelty and excess. So the nval
votaries of Shivaand Vishnu contend: “Itisnot the mere name,”
saye the Vaishnava, * that proves the god ; but all the Vedas and
Purdns ettest the deity of Vishnu : behold your Shiva, livid with
shes from the pyres of the dead, decked with a necklace of skulls
and other bones, and the circling emake, dancing along amid
ghosts and body-sprites, and mali t demons, in the fashion of
@ madman, naked, with dishevelled hair, monster-eyed, (i. e. with
three eyes, the third in the forehead :) with blazing brow and
red with fiery crest ; how should so deformed and inauspicious
a being as this eonfer blessings on his worshippers? I have ever
heard that the worshipper resembles him to whose worship
ke is deveted : shew me then that one may not become a demon
by the worshii of Shiva ? By such costume and such doings, he
i8 declared to have been so highly advanced asto have obtained
the name of Maheshwara or Supreme Lord, but how should he
have aequired real deity ?” On the other hand, the Shaiva retorts
on the Vaishnava, the superiority of Shiva ; till at length both are
silenced by a Pandit, who ssserts them both to be one and the
same being! Alas ! poor heathenism,—such are thy ; and
such, feeblebut proud reason, such are thy discoveries! Blessed be-
God © who caused the light to shine out of darkness,’ and who has
revealed himself to us, poor benighted mortals, in the pure and
blessed gospel of his 8on. May Shaiva and Vaishnava, the wor-
ehipper of Rima and of Krishna, Shékta and Vedantist, alike
soon ‘in His light see light,’ and arise from the moral and spiritual
<eath of sin, to life, and purity, and eternal glory !

HAvangNsis.
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fMiddisnarp any Keligious Entelligence.

CALCUTTA.
1.—Tae Beneau Avxiuiary Miumionary Socmry.

In the January number of the OpxErven, weinserted a short notice of
the Anniversary Meeting of this excellent institution, held in the Unioa
on the 3rd of December. Since then we have been favoured. with a
<opy of the Report for the last year, and as many of the readers of the
OmsznveEr may not bave an opportanity of seeing it, and yet, feeling deeply
interested in every thing connected with the propagation of the in
this country, may wish to ascertain the nature of its contents, we shall
endeavour to gratify their wishes by presenting a few extracts from ita
pages. ’
The rt opens with observatiors en the diversified methods God
bas been pleased to adopt for the accomplishment of his purposes of mercy
towards a guilty world, observing that in some cases, national moral revo.
Intions have been the work of ages, while in others they have been effected
at once, but not without much preparatory work, by which knowledge has
bean diffused, prejudices overcome, and the people prepared for the
tranaition when “a nation has been born in a day.” Such, it is sup ,
is the method by which this country will be brought to own the authority
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and hence the success of Mi-ionnrym-::onl
is not to be estimated so much by the number of conversions by
them, as by their efficiency as means to bring about, in due time, that great
morni change contemplated.

¢ In order to assist in accomplishing this lmzrtnt purpose,’”’ say the Committee,
¢ gll the available means of this Society have been employed during the past yearg
s eounsidering the very limited number of the active agents of the Society, and the
multiplicity of thd_;]:n y'enl‘::' ble:. much ;‘hnps hul b:ent ;l:l:ﬁﬂu eot ltl reason-

be ex| . 8 arly la eren
3?&0 mp:_ﬂ:d“d many thousands have had an ;;E:lrtuzlty of hearing thm
fal declaration that ‘ God 80 loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Soum,
that whosover believeth on him should not perish, but bave everlasting life.’ Por.
tioas of the sacred scriptures and large numbers of religious tracts have been
circulated. The rising generation has heen instrueted, and in order to prepare m
tfied Native ts and Preachers, a Seminary has been established, in w!
hristian children alone gre admitted,

4 How far these means bave answered the desired end, the Report now to be laid
before you will ouly in part declare. Their full effect will be revealed hereafter,
Relying on the promises of God, the Agents of this Society have gone forth as the
sm ors of the Prince of Peace, and have entreated men to be reconciled unto
God ; and though at times faint and discouraged, they have returned mourning over
the indifference manifested to their message, saying, ‘ Who hath belleved our report,
and to whom s the arm of the Lord revealed '—yet at other times, their faith has
beeu strengthened, and their e:xecutlons of success revived, by seelng the work of
the Lord prospering ia their hand.’

The stations at which Miesienary labours are eonducted are Calcwutts,
Kidderpur, Chinsurah, and Berhampur ; a short notice of Bararas is alse
given. The Calcutla station, which includes Kristnapur, is under the care
of Mr. Gogerly, who writing of the Native Churches at both these places,
ebserves : '

« In these Churches, I have had much to try my patience snd to exercise my faith,
No ope not fully acqualnted with the character nnd habits of the lower orders of
Hiodus in BengAl, can possibly understand the difficulties with which the Missionary
who sims at thetr spiritual weifare has to contend. Their apsthy, indelence, aad the
want of all generous feeling, are beyond deseription great. A low selfishness, which
looks only to the realizing a certain good atthe present time, is the peculiar featurs

Y 2
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in their charscter; and it is to be feared, that from this unworthy motive several
have forsaken their caste, and whilst unchanged in heart, have called themselves
Christians. Whilst such persons are a constant source of grief to the Missiomary,
they become stumbling-blocks in the way of the real but weak believer, and inflict &
severe wound on the cause of Christianity amongst their heathen neighbours and
friends.

‘“ With much of this during the past year I have had to struggle, and I must acknow-
ledge, that the effect which it has produced on my mind has been most distressing.
Encouraging circumstances do, however, occur, and I am not without evidenoe that
God is graciously owning my feeble efforts, and is raising up from smong this

ple some who {y their goly walk and conversation will shew forth the praises of
E;)m ‘who has called them out of darkness into marvellous light.

¢ Although several have difered themaelves for Baptism, I have thought proper to
keep them some time longer as Catechumens ; therefore no adults have been admitted
by this ordinanee during the year into the Church, Two families at Kristnapur have
relinquished caste, and regularly attend the means of grace; and they with many
others atand as candidates for Baptism. I have been compelled to separate two

rsons from the communion of the Chureh, whilst some who were stated hearers

ve absented themselves. The villages have been visited regularly twieo o weolk,
either by myeelf or the native teacher, and we frequently go together. Mr. ix
also occasionally favours us with his assistance, either by accompanying us, or by
golng in my stead.

" fn the Native Chapels at HétkAold, Tontoreah, and Bow Bazar, large and fre.
quently overflowing congregations assemble, and generally conduct themselves with
propriety. Tracts arc always on these occasions distributed, and during the year, in
this manuer, some thousands have been put in circulation.’

Respecting Itineracies, Mr. Gogerly adds :

¢ In the last cold season, leeompulo! by Mr. Lacroix, I again visdted Sdgar
Island et the time of the annual bathing festival, and fn connection with the
Rev. Mesars. Mack and Leechman of Serampore, whom we met there, preach.
ed to numercus and attentive cougregations ; after which, we proceeded to Ked-
geree and the adjacent places, where the distress oceasioned by the inundatiom
of May most prevailed. The misery we witnessed in this excursion is beyond
all description. Through famine, the “e? features of many appeared to be al-
together changed, and they scarcely seemed to belong to the family of man. Cold,
naked and hungry, they fiocked around us, and with shrivelled hands outstretched,
faiotly implored relief. Atoune time, upwards of 800 persons surrounded us, and they
exhibited a scene of wretchedness and misery such as we never saw before. To
these poor miserable creatures we distributed the alme of some of our friends, and
gave them rice aud other necessaries of life. To these gifis, we endeavoured as far
a8 possible to add the consolations and advice of the Gospel. During this journey
we distriboted about 3000 Tracts.’’

The Kidderpur station comprehends also those of Rdmmdkd! Chok and
Gangri, and is under the superintendance of Mesars. Lacroix and Camp-
bell. Of the Church at Rammékdl Chok they say:—

‘‘It has been visited every Sabbath throughout the year, the ordinances regularly
administered, and pastoral visits paid, as usual, in the villages during the week.—Six
adults with their children, have been mdmitted by Baptism into the Chureh, aand
there has been a considerable accession of candidates ; several Hindu families hav-
Ing forsaken heathenism and joined the congregation. Some Individuals among these
are ho characters, and by thelr punctuality in attending the means of grace,
a7d their anxiety for Christian instruction, evince a slucerity not always witnessed
in persons of this description.”

Schools. The boys’ Bengéls School formerly established in Calecutta has
been relinquished. One at Kristnapur contaihs from 10 to 20 children.
There are ju Calcutia thres girls’ Schools, containing collectively 108 chil.
dren. Connected with the Kidderpur station are five Schools, in which 260
boys attend, respecting whom the Report states:—

‘‘The progress in the various branches taught is encouraging and satisfactory.
The English school in particular, which has been recently recommenced at Kidderpur
by Mr. Campbell, promises to be very useful. Although It has been but lately
opened, the attendance alresdy amounts to 50 pupils, principally respectable brdh-
man lads. The Missionaries look upon this circumstance as a decided proof of the
decllne of prejudice; for It Is publicly known at Kidderpur, that the system of
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sdncation pursued, is on Christlan principles, and that the books taught are of o
character. The branches at present studied, are reading, writing, English
, arithmetic, geography, &c.

“In the Native Christian Boarding School, which is composed of the male children
of the native converts belonging to our Churches and congregutions, both English
aad Ben are regularly taught ; and the progress which the boys bave made in
the two since last year, is very mw& The Missionaries cannot
omit observing, in particular, with gratitude to . great improvement of the
scholars in moral principles and religious habits. Separated from their parents,
who have but recently emerged from idolatry, and h&t. apart from the society of
the beathen, they furnish an incontrovertible proof of commanding influence of &
religions education. The Missionaries bave reason to believe, also, that God has

some of the boys savingly acquainted with the power of divine trath ; so that
2 hope may be indulged, that they will hereafter become teachers of others ; and at
all events, Christians far surpassing thelr fathers in moral feeling and intelligence.
This institution has been in existence only about 14 months. The Missionaries
earsestly recommend it to the notice and prayers of all who desire the moral and
religions improvement of India ; and who long to see the power of our holy religion
experienced and displayed through the leogth and breadth of the land.’’

At Chinsurah, where Mr. Mundy resides, it is said,—

¢4 A third school, for boys, has duriug the last year boen added to the two prevional
in operation. The school-house (being in a very good situation for the puw{
would have been opened as 8 Chapel, bad my health permitted ; the progress of
the bLoys is very pleasing, and the expense of the two la P“'h"lhuhﬁth
so far reduced, as to include the third without any additional outlay, e number
of boys in attendance {n the three schools is about 300. The attendance at the Freo
School is now compuaratively small ; but the progress of the boys in the English
langunge and in general knowledge is very encouraging.

“A coasiderable number of pious soldiers from His Majesty’s 44th ment attend
at the Mission Chapel, snd afford me much encoursgement. In tion to the
regular service on Sabbath mornings, a service for their benefit has beep commenced
oan the Monday evenings, which is in geueral very well attended,

The Female Department of the Free School, conducted by Mrs. Mundy at her own
bouse, (with the assistance of s European female, who teaches needle-work,) becomes
increasingly interesting : there are now 24 on the books. The children evince a
M‘.Segwee of attention, never seem 50 happy as when at school, snd afford much

t in every r ct

*“The Benghll Female School formerly at Hughly has been removed to Chinsurad :

the sumber in attendance is from 31 to 35, and it affords more encduragement to

ce than any female school previously establishod at this‘ station ; the
expense is congiderable, but it cannot be reduced without injury to its eficlency.
Time ouly will prove whether the benefit will eveatually be adequate to the sacrifice.

** A few inquircrs from the villages occasionally visit me at my own house, and two
or three also from the immediate neighbourh who are intelligent, and of rather &
weperior order. ‘l\:{ appear sericus and In earnest in thelr inquiry after truth;
bat what the result of thelr inquiries will be time alone must determine.’’

After adverting to Berhampur and Banaras, the Report closes with the
following observations :—

* In coaclusion, your Committee feel emboldened to recommend the Soclety to the
continued patronage of the Christlan Public of India. It alms at the best Inteyests of
our fellow men, and if the command ‘ To love our neighbour as ourselves’ i ptil}
binding upou us, the spiritoal nccessitics of those, smong whom Providence has cast
ouwr lot, but who are perishing for lack of knowledge, should certainly engage our
attention, and call forth our most sealous exertions.

The Gospel of God's grace bas been committed to us, and we, as stewards of
this ineatimable treasure, are bound to make it known far and near ; and if we enter
upon this work with a proper spirit, relying entirely on divine influence for snccess,
God will gractously own our feeble endeavours, and reward us far above our deserts :
but if we are remiss in this important duty, he will visit us with bis disapprobation ;
for be has said, ¢ Them that honor me, I will honor ; but they that despise me, shall
be lightly esteemed.’ "'

2.—~CavLoutra Bartisr Mimmonanvy Sociery.
The services connected with the Amnniversary Meeting of this Society,
which was held on Thursday evening the 12th ultimo, in the Circular
Road Chbapel, were particularly interesting. The amembly was large,
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.compoeed of persons of different religious denominations, but apparently
animated by the same spirit of love to the Redeemer’s cause, and desire
for its umiveraal triumph in this Heathen land. And the speakers, and all
who took a part in the proceedings of the evening, appeared to feel that
they atood on consecrated ground, and were pleading for a cause common
to all and d-ar to each. About half-past seven o’clock, Rev. T. Boaz of the
London Missionary Society, took the chair, when part of & hymn having
been sung, the Rev. W, Ewart, Missionary of the Church of Scotiand,
engaged in rrayer. The chairman then opened the business of the meet—
ing. and in order to excite the audience to a gemerous liberality in
support of the Society, gave a spirit-stirring account of what he had lately
witnessed among the Churches in England, where many feeling the weight
of their obligations to the Lord Jesus Christ, had from principle and a
deep sense of duty, contributed largely for the promotion of his cause, and
in some instances consecrated their entire gains unto him who is the Lord
of the whole earth.

The Secretary, Rev. J. Thomas, then read the Report, which afforded

ratifving evidence of the progressive extension of the Redeemer’s empire
g.\ this Heathen land ; beside a considerable number of persens, who were
anid to have renounced caste, and fen or more candidates for baptism,
eighteen Natives were stated to have been baptized, exclusive of an equal
number at other stations unconnected with the Society. The funds, we
regret to add, were eaid to be greatly embarrassed, and utterly inadequate
to the efficient snpport of the various operations of the Society.

The resolutions were moved and seconded by Rev. Messrs. Lacroix,
Yates, G. Pearce, Campbell, and Ellis, and by Messrs. Woollaston, Byrn,
and Carey. Rev. W. Yates, in seconding the 2nd Resolution, which waae
worded with a respect to the deficiency of funds mentioned in the Report,
urged in a powerful speech and by a variety of arguments, the duty of
Christian liberality in generously supporting Missionary operations, dwell-
ing particularly on the worth of the soul, the solemnity of ite future
destiny, its happineas or misery ;—the example of Christ, and especislly on
the words of Christ, *“ It is more ‘blessed to give than to receive,” and
jn conclusion stating some illustrious inatances which had come to his own
knowledge, of persons acting up to the principle he had laid down, and
experiencing the blessedness inseparably connected therewith. One of
those persons, he observed, had resolved to devote the whole profita of
his busineas for one year, to aid the Missionary cause, and as the result had
presented the sum of £900 as an offering to the Lord. The Chairman, in

atting the reeolution to the meeting, again adverted to the example of

ritish Christians, and proposed that it should be imitated on the present
pccasion in this country, stating at the eame time that two individuals had
just intimated thet they would contribute ten ru each, if 50 persons
would do the same. To this call upon their liberality numbers responded,
some gave their names and others their contributions; and the amount
received will considerably relieve the funds of the Society, and enable
the Committee in some degree to prosecute their useful and important
labours. Altogether the meeting was one of a most interesting character,
and furnished a lovely example of Christian union and bengvolegce.

8.—ABRIVAL oF MIssioNARTES.

'We have only just room to announce the arrival during the Fat month
of a reinforcement of Mimsionaries, from the United States. It includes,
Rev. Mr. Wilson and Lady, Rev, Mr.'Newton and Lady, and Miss Davis,
sent eut by the Western Misionary Society, and designed to strengthen
the Mission of that body among the Bhikhs ; Rev. Mr. Brooksand Lady,
who have come from England, by way of Americs, in order to join the
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General Baptist Mission in Orissa ; and Rev. Mr. Hall and Lady, from the
American Board of Foreign Missions, and intended to reinforce the ope-
nrations of that Society in Ceylon. May God grant great success to the
future labours of these his servants !

BANGALORE. *
ExaminaTiON OF THE WrsLEYAN Mission Enerism Scmoor.
[Commaunicated in a letter from the Rev. T. Hodson.]*'t

“ An examination of the above-mentioned School took place in the Wes.
leyan Chapel on Wednesday Evening last, December 10th ; but before I*
give you any account of the examination, it may not be uninteresting for
¥ou to know the history of ita rise amd progress, and the plan on which it
1s conducted. About 10 months ago, & few young men who knew something
of the English language applied to me for information on certain subjects
vhich they eould not obtain in the common elementary Bchoola I compli-
ed with their request, and they attended regularly every day at the time
sppointed : and either their improvement or their advantages soon stimu-
Isted other youths to make the same application; which was of course
granted : in this manner I had soon sixteen or seventeen interesting young
men, whose demands ou my time were more urgent than I could gratify,
I therefore proposed to them and to their parents that they should coatri-
bute something monthly, and hire a master or masters, and est4blish a good
English 8chool ; at the same time I engaged to takethe superintendance,and
to continue my gratuitous services as usual. They mlle(} a meeting of the
Native inhabitants, which assambled in the Mission Honse; we formed them
intos Committes, appointed a Treasurer, a Secretary, &c. most of those
who were present approved the plan,and put down their names as subscrib-
ers; » that in a few duys we had a emall fund, to commence the School
with. At present there are foriy-ficeboys, for whom we have two teachers
constantly employed, besides my superintendance. The plan on which
the school is conducted is precisely the same as Mr. Duff's, and as it is in the
Mission compound, snd only a few yards from my ltud{’ door, I can with-
out much trouble exercise a continual supervision. Up to this time the
Native subscribers have defrayed all expenses, and no objection has ever
been raised to-the introduction of the Scriptures or to any Christian books.
Thus it began, and thus it has continued up to the present time ; and their
examination was a proof that labour had not been bestowed in' vain.

“ At the time appointed (half-past 6 o’clock) the Wesleyan Chapel at

ore was well ﬁlm, partly with Europeansand partly with Natives. The
lower classes need no description, they weresimilar to the lower classes of alk
English S8chools, and acted ona m.mnlz.r ilar plan ; they spelled, read, trunalated,
parsed common words, and snswered a variety of simple questions. The first
clam containing 16 or 18 boys was the most interesting, and their examina-
tion oocupied the greater part of the time ; they & portion of the New
Testament, answered a variety of questiona on the Journeys of 8t. Paul;
they readily referred to the towne he visited, and mentioned the circum-
sances which occurred. They were then examined in a portion of historyof
Eﬂgoh:d, ancient history, grammar, catechism ; on the being and attributes
of God ; and concluded with a problem or two on the globes. Six or seven
mape drawn by some of the senior boys were exhibited, which were very
muck: sdmired, not only by the nstives, who had never seen such things-
before, but also by the English ladies and gentlemen, who were well qua-
lified to judge of their merits. The examination concluded about eight
o'clock ; ‘und the company departed, svidently pleased with-what they had
®en and heard., I sincerely hope that this is only the beginning of good
thingw: and that the young men instructed in the school, will become wise'
wte mlvation.”
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15 ,084/52.9'512]51.1| . [1134/63.4'66:8/62,9] N. \102lg5, |71:267,3] N. .uosqs.z 73,1169,6 N.w.},04u 66,5 47!.1 659,5{N. w.|,050,65,2/69,7166,7 po.
6 '05‘53',‘3"5 50,8 cu. [+11461, 164,6(62.9 N. '05.‘;6_,_ 59,8?55'5 w. ,040.:35,5 73,5/6y,4) w. ,ozuqﬁ.u 73, |65,3!wb N|034/05,3|64,5/66,8 po.
17 | 030/52,4'823)51 7] cx. Loss|61,7'67,2l6s, | . [:06264, [73,569,3| w. |[014'65,776, (71,5 6. w.L0US 66,3]73, 173, | k. b014/65,470,368, IN. &,
I8 ,040(58,8'56,¢156,7) &. |1112(62.965,8(67,7] =. [,08465,7 74:3'73,1| ®. [1046 89, |78, 75.6' w. 1,042 69,6 78, 175,6 N.w.L.054/69, 175,%74,2| cu,
19 | ,076(63,1 60,561, | E. [134/68,3(71:569,7'S. K.{,106/69,5!78:2'75,6,N.W. ,086 70,5 ¥9,5/75,5 N, HMU"'B“"" 15,7) N. p070/70,5:76, (74, [ M,
20 | 1080161,6/60.]6104] ca. |144[65,169,4/68,3 N. £.1,130,60,1/74:3 73,75, E. 04369, 9178,2176,8. 5. &0 71,3 10, 176, N. x.pOI8T1,2(75,7173, |xbe.
1 ,03264,6 62,8]63 8|~. x.],090/69,7:74 [72,3| =. ],05¢ 71.:1f77-s‘76. 8. B, h0O14 73,281, |77, | 8. K. 1010, 73,2 19.3 76,3/ 8. & .ou!n,s 75, (72,8/s. &,
<93 | ,090/66,5/64, [64,7|N. £.,170/70, |73:472,6/N. B.[,146(71,8 74:3.73,3 w, 1116 73,7 75,5(72,41  N. |,116[73, {75,470,4] ~. L13470, (69,2]67,bin. w.
2 | .20061,3:58.5[56.5| N. |;276[63.4/63,4/58,7/n.w .}, 242/66,4(68)8'62, 3\ b g|s174 69,4 73,2164,5 N ,174(69,6/73 |85, | ~. |19068,4170, 164,3f N,
2 | 210/537'51,ala98 n. [aszleorals,sfssiel w. [:aea6, [66, [62,3) w. [118066,4 70,663, | . |,164166,7170,564,7n b ef 176/65,8/07,/50,5 N .
38 | 163, [s2.s2, | w. [aadco7ea7le0s) ~. fivoles, l67iales, [w.w.|i10068,271,8/64,3 . wfy14286,7170, (64, | . | 170,85.0)6D, 679w w.
26 | .a38ls4, [51,3}51, | . [312/62,3/66.663, | N. |,266(65,379,1/67,8| N. 304 86,875,270, |N b}, 192,67,4)73, 170,3) N. },200,66,7171,7188,4| .
27 ,316/53,4!52, |s1,4] w. [,280/62,7/69,4 64,5|x- x.),260/65,2(74, 160,7 N. 1200 67,8177,6(71,7| N. |,180/67,8 77:3172,4] n. |.19666,873, |71,8(8. w.
20 | 100/s,8se.4/s3.s| w. [\azslesiclez [os, | . [10gi6r, |75,6/70,9) w. 1113208,8179, 178, | . |,14469,3\76:0171,7;. w.|,146.88,2/74,670,4| w.
29 ,144/67, 185,063,8] ~. [,224/65, |69, |66,3|N.w.],106{68,6(76, (68, |N.W. ,12273,3(80, [70, {N. w.[,108/74,2|79:3/69,8'nbw |, 118 70,6[75,4(69,5(N.w.
30 ,140/57,7/58, |54,3/a.cx],200,84, |88, 64,2 w.bui.laus.n 74, |66,3(n.w.],11070,8{70,3{72,9 w bagl, 114{71, 177,872,2 . w |.120 69,7{74,2]71, |x.w.
bl 2985, 3°53,4 51.6IN. wot [ i .. Liv6lon.7175. lsu.5t ~, 1150 91,3178,7'73,80 ~. 1,144072,278,8072,8] ~. Lisaga.ntraalrial w





