
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for the Calcutta Christian Observer can be 
found here: 

https://missiology.org.uk/journal_calcutta-christian-observer-01.php 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://missiology.org.uk/journal_calcutta-christian-observer-01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb




THE 

CALCU'ITA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

April, 1835. 

1.-..4 Vint to the Sacred ltuenmir of the Sikha. 
A11a1TBIB is the Sikh J ernsalem ; and its cistern po118e88e1 u 

much inherent holiness in the eyes of a Sikh, as ever was &880-
ciated with the temple on Mount Zion in the mind of the Jew­
iah wol"llhipper. The sacred reservoir was enlarged, if not 
founded, by Rim Das, one of the ten Gurus or authoritative 
tt.acheni, about the year 1575. Prior to that time, the town 
was called C/a/Jk, and it ia said, the Hindus · were accustomed 
to perform religions ablations in the tank, which is now so cele­
lmated. Its present name signifies "the water of immortality." 
It has been two or three times defiled and profaned by Maham­
madan conquerors, who on one occasion- committed the unpar­
donable oiFence of mingling the blood of some cows with its holy 
water-a crime, which the Sikhs afterwards punished by com­
pelling the MusahMns, in chains, to wash the foundations of 
aome mosques at Labor with the blood of hogs. Still this reser­
niir has ever been regarded with the utmost veneration. It is 
the place of greatest resort for Sikh pilgrims, and the number of 
its daily devotees is also very large. Rajas have vied with 
each other in the richness of their oiFerings for its decoration, 
and the number of learned Sikhs who constantly frequent the 
cloisters around its pavement, and the· booths on the margin of 
its waters, to explain the sacred book, the Granth, is so great, 
aa to diffuse almost a literary atmosphere in this place of pecu-
liar devotion. • 

In the afternoon I went to pay my visit. Leaving a narrow 
lltreet that was crowded with people, we turned up a dark nar­
row alley, and in a few minutes arrived at a kind of gloomy 
aquare or court. At one corner was. a door, from which brick 
ste1111 descended to the pavement around the water. Here, find­
ing that it was necessary to leave one's shoes, a~d to enter in 
atockiqa, or else barefoot, I made some demur, and was on the 
point ol tumiog back. The crowd that had been attracted by 
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the sirbt of a " 8'hib," WB8 soon much inereued by the dela}.; 
and ihe appearance of so many rough-looking men, um.eel WJtb 
swords aud daggers, and especially of a,veral of thON deaperate 
fanatics, the ..4kdl'8, was any thing but soothing. Being u. 
sured by several persons, that compliance with their usage was 
only politeness, not religious wonhip, I drew off my boots. Per­
haps this was not right. 

Deecending by a tew steps, we found .ourselves atanding ai 
the one comer of a large square court, on a brick pavement, per­
haps !lO feet wide, which extends along the four sides of the 
place. This pavement forms the wharf, eo to speak, of the pool, 
above the surface of which it is elevated two or three feet. 
From the water this pavement separates a range of holl888 011 

each of the sides, which 11811&lly have open doors or windows 
facing the reservoir. Several trees are growing -in this broad 
wa~ chiefty of the _p6pal species, which add greatly, by their 
wide-spreading branches, to the devotional aspect of the place. 

The reservoir, which imparts snch holiness and celebnty to 
the place, is about 100 yards square, and is said to be 10 or Ill 
feet deep. It is supplied from the 111Dall canal which supplies 
water to the city, and which comes from the Rav{, some 80 or 
4,0 miles distance. The water is of/ellowillh, but not muddy,. 
appearance, and seems to be fresh an pure. 

One of the most striking objects is a mQderate-siRd, but neat. 
temple, of two open stories, having the roof and greater part of 
its exterio.r walls covered over with rich gilding. It stands 
in the centre of the reservoir, and is connected with the pave­
ment on the north side, by a causeway similar to the paving. 
It was erected by Ranjit Singh, and the effect of the contrast 
between the brilliant ailding of the temple, and the placid Bur­
face of the miniature Take around it, iB worthy of all the fame of 
the Mahi Raja. 

At the % �o�u�t�h� side, two lofty minarets, and an equally lofty 
tower, all removed a little back from the water, attract the 
eye by their elevation above the adjoining buildings. They also 
deserve notice as the most lofty structures in the city. 

We are still -.t the place of entrance. The crowd waa in­
creased by a considerable numper of rude and noisy boys, beg­
gin~ alms, and by a number of wo1'8hippere, who, having finished 
their �d�e�v�o�t�i�o�n % �,� we may suppose were ready to "' do the bonon .. 
of the place. Nearly all the men were armed, % �o�m�e� of them. 
very fotmidably. I noti~ the faithfnl jamadar arrangi~ the 
u.w•n around, and. placing hilll8elf close by me on the ngbt ; 
and every thing seemed to indicate, that such precautions might 
be very necessary, though the sight of them wu not adapted to 
awaken much devotional feeling, at least towards the local dei­
tiee. We walked along the }!&V8'1lent on the north Bide, goinl' 
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towarda the wan. When we had reached the middle of thia 
lide, we f'oand ouraelvea at a kind of open court, extending a 
abort distance back from the pavement, at the further end of 
which stood a large and very rich temple to Guru Govind Singh, 
fronting the water. 

0. the pavement at the comer of this conrt, on the right, 118 
you turn to view the temple, a lofty Sag-staff -.nds, covered 
with gold cloth, and bearing at the top a large yellow banner. 
A aimilar, bot a smaller flag, floats above the gilt temple in the 
midst of the rese"oir. 

The cameway to the temple in the water lies in a direct line 
from Govind'a temple; and this part of the pavement seemed to 
be regarded as peculiarly holy, if an opinion may be formed from 
the reverent clasping of hands before the face by most of tba 
company. Here ia the entl'BDee through an ordinary gateway 
to the cauaey, leading to the Sikh hol1 of holies. I wu 
lltrongly mged to go and see. But learnmg, that it ie an inva­
riable cutom to make an offering of money at the Gura-U 
Darbar, (the Gum's ceurt,) to the Granth, I positively declined 
to go, being unwilling to a.ford any kind of countenance to such 
idolatry. The lower part of the temple i8 of open structure, 
contains the Gnnth, and several 01ll'U8 to explain it, and is the 
place where the worshippers make their offeringa, covering the 
tiee with the hands, and sometimes prostrating themaelvee on 
the groand or floor. 

While-declining the importunate recommendations of the at,. 
tendante to visit that temple, I made an inquiri about the 
water. One of the crowd took the occasion to tel me, that, ii 
I would bathe in it, all my Bins ehould be pardoned-a remark 
made very seriouly, but to which it wae unneceaary to reply, 
u it. e:J:cited a general laugh among the company ; thu11 evi­
dencing greater indifference on their part, than I had been led 
to believe. 

The reat of the north Bide and the west side require but few 
remarb. . We B&W numerous GVllB in the open rooms, whose 
profeued employment is to e:J:plain the mysteries of their reli­
gioa1 writings. But the larger part of those cloi&ters were un­
occupied. About the middle of this pavement ia a unall, rough 
brick houae,. opening towards the water, iwd on the opposite 
Bide ia a similar one, probably for taf'I accommodation of pei-sona 
baihin~. The walk lead, around these houses. A few men 
were Bitting here aad the.re on the pavement, making wooden 
comb&, sad one or two. were selling wreaths of B.owen and 
Btriligs of beada. 

On the eoutil side a number of Bmall booths, or sheds, are 
erected on the pavement at the edge of the fountain. They are 
IINily of very simple IIUUC\uru, and contain little more tbaa 
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the smaU frame on which " Gnmth 8'hib" repoBeB in hie nume-: 
rous envelopes of cotton and silk fabrics. A Guru is always 
found sitting inside, or at the door of each of these booth&. At 
tile middle of this side is a booth or B1Dall building, very much 
nperior to the others. It resembles in the interior a small 
chamber, ornamented with a profusion of the _richest gilding, 
and is furnished with carpets and �c�u�s�h�i�o�n % � in the richest· style; 
It has-the 11.81Jal sacred volume, and attending priest. 

Some of these Gurus have as fine COlllltenances as I have ever 
seen; they would be deemed fine looking men in any country. 
But at the south-east comer was a very different peTsonage. 
On an elevation of the ground, around a pipal tree, sat a naked 
fakir, counting his beads, while his eyes glistened from beneath 
the thick coating of ashes and cow-dung, with which his face 
and all his body was covered. He appeared to be a young man ; 
it was painful to look at him, thus deceiving and deceived. • 

The east side corresponds to· the west, and furnishes no addi­
tional remark. 

When we had got about half way along this pavement, we 
were met by the thbadar of the city, and a company of guard&, 
whose efforts secured comparativ~ silence among the impudent 
beggar boys. They had been cheering me, every now and then, 
with boisterous merriment and clapping of the hands, while a 
blind beggar was amUBiog himself, and the crowd, at my ex­
pense, by aski~g alms in tones of mirth, and contriving to ob­
etruct my way as much as my own guard would give him leave. 

On returning to the comer, at which we entered, I directed 
a few rupees to be given to the beggars. The thanadar inquir­
ed with surprise, if no offering would be made to the Oranth, 
and if those rupees might not be so appropriated. Repeating 
the direction already given, I left the place, and was not sorry 
to find myself again safely on the elephant. We were BC&Nl811 
moUDted, when an officer with a luge party of sepoys made hie 
appearance, sent, 88 he eaid, by the sirdar, or governor of the 
city, to protect me, and to see that no person gave any trouble. 
I mention this incident, 88 well 88 some others already given, to 
show what the Sikhs themselves think concerning the spirit of 
many of the worshippers who frequent their most holy place. 
In making due acknowledgment of the eardar's attention, I add­
ed, on seeing a large crowd still around, that " the people had 
treated me with so much politeness, that I was happy not to 
have needed the services of the military" -a compliment which 
aeemed to give general eatisfaction. We then took our leave; 

I w_ould add, that I have not see11: any religious place in India, 
not even excepting any of the religious places in Bamiras, that 
seems to me so well adapted to impress the minds of the delud­
ed worshippers with deep devotioual feelings. Nor do· I re-· 
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eolleet any ao pleasing in its whole appearance, nor in which 
there is so little to otfend good taste. It is a place where a 
Christian would love to see temples to the living and true God, 
ad where he would be delighted to observe the countenances 
of the crowds of wonhippers reflecting love 1111d Christian peace, 
instead of pharimical and desperado-hauteur. The Lord hasten 
the time, when this shall be the kind of remark which the pass­
ing visiter will make of the reaervoir at ~. and of the 
people who reaort there for religious wonhip ! 

Bra, 

II.-Objectiona to Tempffl'ance Societies. 
To lhe �E�d�J�t�o�r % � of the Calcutta Chril\i1111 Obtierver. 

c. 

We can readily conjecture that the title of thill article will temf.t not 
a few to look into it. The lllllllY, there ia reuoo to believe, will be p eased 
with any thing in the 1hape of srgumenta apilllt BUch 10eietl11, snd the 
few will wander what poalble objection there C&II be to ioatitutiona which 
haYe already done IO much good, and which are thought to be IIO calculated 
to deerale an evil which hu been destruotive of the health 1111d happiness 
of • vut number of mankind. Let both read on ; and though they may 
probably not gain a new idea, they may poaibly 4nd the 8eeting thoughta 
.C lheir own mind, embodied in a diltinct form. The article will, for the 
...,. part, aacord ltrictly with itl t.itl-06jeaffo,N to 7'emJlffilllCII Sociftw~ 

Temperance Societi•, if we undentand their object aright, are inatL. 
tuted for two purpoBN: the fint, to endeavour, by the dispenion of tracta, 
and the employment of other lawful �m�e�a�n % �,� to impr8118 upon mankind 
areoerally the baneful elFecl.l of drinking % �p�i�r�i�t�u�o�U�B� �l�i�q�u�o�r % �,� and the bi-. 
fop af the �o�p�p�o % �i�t�e� COIU'88; the IIICOlld, to give to all men an opportunity 
of dealaring their determination to �a�b % �t�a�i�o� entirely from llling the above­
mentioned liquida, acepting for medical �p�u�r�p�o % �e�a�.� 

Now, we have no quarrel with the fint of �t�h�e % �e� �o�b�j�e�c�t % �,� and hardly any 
with the &ee0nd. On the contrary, we think them, with an important 
limitation In the- latter, �m�o % �t� laudable. It i1 impollible, at thla time of 
day, to call in qoeltioo the horrible d'ect1 of druokenn11111--to doubt of 
lhe almoat entire want of IUIC8llity for the 111e or % �p�i�r�i�t�a �1� or the do,y o( 
all who frofea to be the followen of Chrilt, or who Jay claim to the 
feeling o philanthropy, to •tan enmple of abatinence from BUch a de­
l&ruct.iYe poillon. Our only quarrel ia with the way in which the Temper­
anee �S�o�c�i�e�t�i�e % � eodeaYODr &o aocompU.h tbe aeoond of their objecta. They 
call on men to �1�u�b % �c�r�i�b�e� a declaration of their d8'ermbwioo of total­
aWinenca. Now, it ia to thia % �u�b�l�c�r�i�p�t�.�i�o�n� we object; and we do IIO on 
the following �g�r�o�u�n�d % � : 

I. By thill % �u�b�a�c�r�i�p�t�i�o�n� men are in dsnger of being deceived II to the 
nature of other % �i�n�a�.� There %  �r�e� many �e�v�i�l % � beaidea that of intozicatlon, 
erila • hnrtfol in their na&are, and which have been and are u awfully 
-moo. There are, for �i�n % �t�a�n�c�e�,� the �B�i�n % � of adultery and. fomicat.ion,­
lhe llim of atnvagance in dren, in furniture, and in equipage,-the % �i�u� 
ef gambling and theatre-villiting,-and a variety of other �t�h�i�n�g % � which 
haYe ruined the BOWi and bodies of �t�e�n % � of thoUB&nd11. Why not, there. 
fun, call for a public declaration agaillllt all of these? Why not for1n 
�m�c�i�l�l�- % � for &be mainteDaoae of purhy, for ilia curbing of eatraY11pDC9, 
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to support the expense of them ; the violation of his holy day 
resulting from them ; and the abominable practice of coming to 
places of worship, as to a theatre, on which to exhibit their 
<rain der.or"tions, whilst those, who should be worshipping, or 
hearing the word of God, are employed in admiring, envying, or 
making remarks on their finery : all these, and innumerable 
more evil,1 arise from this contagious folly, which is far too 
generally tolerated in our congregations, but which will even­
tm1lly eat out the l~fe of godliness, where not opposed nnd pro­
tested ".'lainst, as inronsistent with the word of God. Without 
all doubt, the more care people take to have their soul~ " be.a.u­
tified with B11lvation ;" and to do good to their poor brethren, the 
les11 time ond money will they waste in this manner. If. indeed, 
Christians are bound to "redeem their time," improve their 
talents, refuse ct>nformity to the wt>rld, and " to do all things 
to the glory of God," surely some regard should be po.id to the 
scriptural examples and exhortations on this subject, and " wo­
men professing godliness" should be an entire contra.at to the~ 
wanton daughters of Zion, in their deportment and apparel ! If' 
any despise, or be off'ended by admonitions of this kind ; perhaps 
the Lord mav in this world visit them with such disease,/over­
t:r, and calamity, as may com;nce them of their sin an folly. 
Death, however, will soon strip tll.e poor body of all its m-na­
mentH, and bereave it of all its comeliness ; then, indeed, there 
will be a stench instead of a perfume ; and oil that taste and . 
elegance, which have been for a moment admired, will be changed 
for the cold grave, for putrefaction, and the consuming worm ! 
And what will such ornaments and distinctions avail at the 
resurrec~ion, and the day of judgment; when every one, with­
out respect of rank or sex, must give an account of the things 
done in the body, whether good or evil? May every reader 
henceforth renounce such childish vanities, as well as more gross 
iniquities, !lnd seek that bi:auty, and that a~ning, which will 
endure, brighten, and punfy for ever ; which at the hour or 
death will render the soul meet for the company of holy angels,. 
and will ensure to the body a glorious resurrection, in the image. 
and likeness of our exalted Redeemer, " to be with him for ever, 
in his heavenly kingdom!" Scott's Comment on Isaiah m. 16. 

, '' The influence of the clergy, in a moral and religious point 
of view, is very considerable ; and the satisfaction which men 
of the world seem to derive, when they would set their COIi• 

sciences at rest in some doubtful matter, or respecting some, 
o~ject which they are unwilling to give up, in pleading the 
e,vample and Mnction of a clergyman or clergyman's family, 
may serve to intimate, not only how cautious the dergy should ba 
in their own conduct, and the regulation of their hout1eholda1 bai 
alllO how important it is for them to protest everywhere ap,imit 
whatever is' evil."-London Chmtian 06aener, fa!__~.,,. ·J8ff.'. 

e ............... 













1mhappy? When be oft'eN you· bis Son u yoar 8av:ietD', will fOll 11ngni~ 
fully reject him? Wbeo be olfen you bia Holy Splri, u your &ulnilier. 
will you foully bid him away from you? Would ypu rather remain guilty 
then receive a pardon? Would you rather remain depraved and abomioa.. 
hie than receive a new and pure and lovely nature ? Would yoo rather 
daicend to bell than riae to heaven ? Would you rather live aader the 
e-..erlutiag wrath aud Cl1l'8II of God than under the never..eeaain1 maaifel.. 
tatiuns of his favour and love? Would you rather live eternally wicked. 
de1traded, and wretched, thRD eternally holy, glorious, and happy? 
• If you choose the latter rather than the former, your path ia clear. You 

must go 118 belpleu suppliants to the God of heaven; you must uk fer 
that righteouan-, which hie Son, by beoomiug inoamate, sol'ering, ud 
dying, for men, hu wrought out; and, pleading that rigbteomo-, yoa 
must II.Ilk also for the Holy Spirit of God. He will, then, come into your 
heart-will fix your a6ectiona upon God-will fill you with abhorrence o( 
the worship of the element&, and of all other false goda,-nd will im­
plant within you a firm and permanent resolution to keep all the divine 
commandment.I. 

We have, in what we have now Mid, referred to three penona, aen,nlly 
denominated Father, Son, and Holy Glwt. These three peraona aubsiat iD 
the one invisible Godhead. 'fbey are the IIBlDe in substance, nature, 
and attributes ; the)' are one in mind, will, and purpoae ; and they are 
equal in power and glory. The parta, which they 1everally tl"lllliact in Ille 
tcheme of redemption, have been no\iced above ; but thia hu been dene i11 
a manner so slight and eparing that thou, who are deairou1 of obtaiaing 
more information on the 1ubject, are earne&tly recommended to apply for, 
and to peruse, other little books like this, which Bpeak of God and of the 
plan of BRivation at mnch greater length. The Mill&ionariea at Bombay, 
Poonah, Naggur, and Nlllik, will be happy to npply them. 

VII.-..tlddrua of the Misrionarie, to Lord W ILI.IAK B1::»­
TINcx, on his departure from India. 

To the Editon of the Calcutta Cbrlatian Obaerver. 
GENTLEMEN, 
The accompanying Address and Reply I beg to hand over to you 

for insertion in your en8Uing number, should you think it expe­
dient to give them a permanent existence therein as a published 
record. Upon the reply with which we were favoured, I presume 
to make no further remark than that, without touching certaiii 
questions to which there is reference, more or less direct, and which 
it was perhaps impossible the Governor General should not have 
ad,•erted to, the Missionaries have every reason to be highly 
11atisfied. Having been one of the deputation who had the honor 
of waiting upon Lord William with the Address of the Missiona­
ries, I may be permitted, however, to notice the very kind and 
condescending manner in which His Lordship received and 
bade farewell at parting ; at once highly gratifying in it­
self, and leaving upon our minds the most pleasing impres­
sion of His Lordship's cheerful e.ff'ability and sincere good 
will both to us and to our sacred cause. The strong feeling 
which His Lordship evinced. at one put of. the reply was most 
aff'ecting, and excited a corresponding emotio11 on our pans. 
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ing!.~Y aid of the 1181118 power, the order and lawa of nature, we are only 
fulli.Uiog one of the apparent designa with which reason and the uteroal 
senaea were given to ua. 

Should {our correapondent continue of opinion, that a perfect essay 
on nature theology is still a deaideralum, it would be well if he took the 
matter in hand him18lf, using the treati11811 above-mentioned as text book&. 
and pointing out end remedying their deficienciea and miatekea. T.lae 
world bes received them not without e1:ception•, but their authors have 8' 
least gone over much of the debatable lend ; and eoy new attempt should 
commence where they have left oft'. There CIID be few higher or more 
delightful employments than that of tracing, from our present vantage­
grouod, the const1mt agreement of natural end revealed religion ; and u 
all conviction, to be of any ,·elue, must begin with doubt, we ahould ever 
temper with ch1trity our thoughts of those who, in pr~ ua, foW1d 
themlielves involved in clouds eod shadows, were misled by preJudices, aod 
have by their fate furnished us with ulutary wamioga. 

To proceed with the German cootroveny, commencing with the 111bject 
of geology, Dr. Bretachneider declares the" mathematical" im~bility of 
ag,neral dd11ge, because we know the causes of the tidu; end bis opponent, 
instead of 111&tisfying himself with the general answer, that the uccuiou 
warranted a BUspemion of the usual laws of nature, must resort to a 
"notorioWlly hypothetical" gush of water from the interior ofthis "mo11-
strous ball," which by his account, is far Iese " mathematically impoaible;• 
than tl,e production of water in dropag I Here he ruu a close parallel 
between the deluged world and a d:Ji:,cal girl, who in hia beliaf ( uoaware 
of cnticular absorption) actually into uutmace i9 pouoda of •a&er 
in the coune of 24. hours. 

Dr. H. nen endeavours to throw diaeredit on the whole aubjeal of 
geology because it ii founded on facts collected on the mere aurf'aoe of 
the glo~. Had he beatowed a little study upon the element. of thia 
acieoce, he would have diecovered, that the strata of the globe are not, as 
he auppoaea, concentric like the coats of an onion, but that in the OOlll'll8 
of the stupeodoua convulsiona "hich it underwent, both before and after 
the creation of animated bei.nga1 those atrata, to the depth of miln, have 
beeo UP-tumed and Ht on edge; ao that, on the surf1tce, we can 111rve:y the 
earth's interior to a depth quite sufficient for the purpo191 of that BC&enca 
which he undervalues ooly because he will not take the trouble to under­
staod it. Had he devoted to thi1 ooe aubject the le1111t thought, be would 
have discovered in this upturning uf the mineral riches of the earth. 
without which man never could have attained his present civilization, encl 
in the conaequent beautiful alternation of mountain and valley, without 
which nature would have loat half her channa, and animated beings their. 
auatenance-ample cause to alter hia opinion of the soun:ea and reaulta of 
geological knowledge. 

His ignorance of the universality of formationa induces him also to alleire. 
that no geological truth can be considered aa eateblisb.ed, becauae tha 
whole surface of the earth haa not been geologicalJy explored ; and his 
induction ia of too diffident a character to permit bis gueaing, from the 
appearaoce of the former bed of the aea, presented to ua in the atrati6cation 
of roek1, .what may be going on at the bottom of &be preaeot ocean, whlcb 
to him therefore preaents a geologioal blank, filled pe,-Aap, with hundreda 
of facts all hoetile to the received theories. 

• TIie J•dgment of the eminent penou, who decided on the .._..,. dllbfb11-
tion of tlle propoaed tuk, amon« •ntral of tbe moat dlatiagulahed pblloaophera or 
the daJ, hu been qnntloaed ; but the rnlnl oftbe o'baolete lnTIMStf,re aplut aeleaee, 
la ed-ted Pruu, repeated wltla applaue la America, and In tile npltal of Brttiab 
Iadia, pea far to jutify tbelr dealslon. Tbe lapae of a -tarJ mlgbt fall to pro­
chaoe, In one writer, tke force and penplealtJ of PALl:T wttll tu MU el '1Nludcal 
luaowledg9 poucned by tile MUlon of UlON ~- • 
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REVIEW. 

Memoir of Ret,. Gordon Hall, .A. M. oneofthejlrst Miarion,­
ariea of the .American Board of Commisrionera for Foreign 
Miaaiom at Bombay. 
The triumph of the higher branches of science over the super­

stitious reverence attached to ill-arranged systems, and the 
improvements effected in those branches which affect the ordinary 
occupations of life, are subjects which induce feelings of the 
highest happiness in every well-ordered mind. It is one thing, 
however, to admire and give a passing plaudit to the triumph of 
genius, aod another, to enter ioto the trials and anxieties with 
which the energy of that genius has had to contend in the 
accomplishment of its J?Urpoee. The general practice of mankind 
is to condemn that in its incipient or progressive stages, which 
they admire in perfection ; and still more common is it for men 
to condemn that, the excellency of which they can neither com­
prehend nor appreciate. Nor does their disapprobation always 
confine itself to neutrality, reason, or argument : would that it 
did; too frequently, alas! has such opposition employed means 
which have been at variance both with reason and humanity, 
immolating on the altar of prejudice some of the noblest of the 
human race. The science of astronomy, for instance, is a com­
plete, a noble science, an object of general admiration ; yet the 
early attempts at its reformation procured for the pioneers in 
u the starry maze" no better reward than the contempt of the 
ignorant, aod the persecution of the professedly wise. The 
announ<:tlment of the theory of the ~irculation of the blood, now 
so manifest to the merest tyroin pathological knowledge, brought 
down oo the head of the justly renowned Harvey the indigna­
tion of the majority of' the then faculty. If this be the course 
of conduct pursued by men towards those who attempt to 
minister to their physical enjoyment, ameliorate their sufferings, 
or extend the limits of their temporal knowledge, shall we be 
surprised to learn, that the attemptsof'evangelical philanthropists, 
to convey to barbarous climes the message of salvation, should 
have been stigmatized by the unsanctified as an undue inter­
ference with the civil ri¥hts and religious prejudices of nations, 
which needed not. the aid of Christianity to mcrease their hap­
piness ? Or that such eiforts should have met with the partial 
opposition of those memben of the Church of Christ whose minds 
were less expansive than their religion ? 

It is to us a matter of sincere gratulation, that neither the op­
position of the malignant oppasers of the gospel, nor the inertness 
.of those who profese to obey its high behests, deterred the pioneers 
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in modern miaeions from the apparently daring but certain en• 
terprize of attempting to extend the lamp of life to the darkest 
regioos of the globe ; oor is our delight at all diminished by 
obeening, that these el'orts have not prevented the manifest 
blM11U1g of Heaven, atteoding the servants of Christ, in their 
attempt& to bring sinners to a knowledge of the truth; and so to 
accompany them, that it is not using the language of imagi• 
nation or hyperbole, when we say, that the cause of .Missions hrMt 
been one of prog,-esrive triumph ; that the earth does begin tq 
wear" the tints of Eden's bloom." 

The history and present aspect of Christian Missions to 
Chrinian lands and heathen countries have 1indnced these re,. 
fleetions. Scarcely 50 years have rolled away since the Mi&­
siooary fire was first kindled on the altar of th~ Church. Many 
of those who first fed it are but just fallen asleep, and yet so 
vast have been the sacrifices rendered to sustain the flame of 
the temple,. that nations the most remote have been cheered by 
ita warmth, and those which eat in darkne88 have seen the 
brightness of its burning. Not, however, 88 we have intimated, 
without attempts darini and energetic having been made " to 
9uench the spirit :"-with what success we leave a world to 
JUd_g~. 

We have aeserted the Missionary cause to be one of triumph : 
we have appealed to a world for its decision. As however but 
few of the members of that vaat family will take the trouble to 
investigate such a subject for themselves, let us suppose them 
deputing some benevoleot and impartial individual to make a 
8UJ'.!ey of the glo~ and report the result of his investigation. His 
reply mifht be in some such strain as the following : 

"As cast my eye over the continents of the earth and 
islands of the sea, sceneit presented themselves which were 88 
pleasing and refreshing, when contrasted with the surrounding 
scenery, as the oases of the desert to the wandenng sons of 
Ishmael ; scenes of social order, mental elevation, and physical 
industry, appeared on spots which had formerly been marked 
by features of savage ferocity, intellectual debasement, and sloth. 
From lips which had been accustomed to utter ' all uncleanness 
with greediness,• I heard the voice of prayer and praiite ascend 
to the Holy One in heaven. The knee which had bowed to an 
uncon1JCious idol, I eaw rendering itit homage to the true God, and 
the spirit of the dying committing itself with cheerfulness into 
the hands of a faithful God, which otherwise must have entered 
on the eternity of its existence in brutal insensibility or wild 
despair."' 

Whether such a report wer~ rendered or not, such is actually 
the fact, In every part of the explored globe scenes· present 
them.aelves to the eye of the Christian philanthropist which 
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animS:te and· gladden his· heart, being to him the· earnest o( that 
millennium o( liberty and spiritualit_y, which the wqrd of God so 
glowingly depicts, and 888oredly affirms shall come to p888. 

The present and future blessings which the gospel has con­
ferred on the wretched abroad, is the secret _of their success at 
home._ The good which has been effected has to a. great extent 
silenced the objections of opponents, rendered those who were 
neutral friends, and niade the friends of Chri11t still more attached 
to the noble enterprize of Christian miuions. In fa.et, the experi­
ment bas been tried and succeeded: therefore, as in the triumph 
of science all admire, when perfect or successful, what they unite 
in condemning in its incipient and progressive stages, and would 
more especially have censured had it failed, " Let us thank God 
and take courage." 
• There is a question which will probably suggest itself to many 
in connexion with this success, viz. By what means has the 
transformation been effected ? , 

Prima.ri,ly, we may answer, by tlae Spirit of God. In con­
nexion with his influences, God has been pleased to sanction a 
variety of plo.nH, which the in~nuity of the benevolent has 
devised for the furtherance of his work in the world. But one 
order of means be has especially appointed and blessed--the 
preaching of His gospel by men-men who count not their 
lives dear UDto them that they may win Christ-men who have 
la.id on the altar of the church every thing they held dear, 
and 1J&Crificed every feeling _to that of supreme regard for 
Christ. Such men in fact ae the one whose brief though inter­
esting Memoir is the subject of review. 

Mr. HALL was anAmerican, a man of energy and holiness; he 
was one of the first of that band of evangelical heroes who 
stirred up the holy patriotism of the American Church, and led 
on the armies of Christ in that land to the conquest of a world. 
The continent of British India presented the only fitting field 
for the eJCercise of his benevolence. In compliauce with his 
feelings. and the wishes of his friend11, he set sail with bis 
colleagues for the shores of Hindustan, January, 18li. Not 
having determined in what part of the continent they wonld­
labour, they directed their coune to this city. Diflicnlties 
of a civil natnre presenting theUlllelves, they determined to 
separate,-Mr. Judson and friend urging their way to Bur­
mab, Mr. ·Newell and wife to the Isle of' France, Mr. Hall 
and coll~e to Bombay. We need scareely add, that 84Ch of. 
these miu1ons has been rendered dear to the church by the 
Memoirs of Judson, Newell, and Hall. The presidency of Bom­
b•y at that time was under the direction of Sir Evan N epean, 
a man decidedly favorable to Chmtian mil!Sions aatunan,but who 
in his public capacitg,.had received the promptest orders lo ex-
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fur yoaag Meluethoa. Tlae ot•er tlll88 inm1t it·with so mucla 
&bat • diffieult that they ahriak from it, and shed over all their 
,unaeetieae the 8111118 obilling influence. It 1tould be w-ell, how• 
eter, te remember, that INJ work of Jliariona u in aU its p,i,._. 
,.;pal f"""ru 1M aanw tu tlas uxwk ef CAriat at AonN. Th• 
1Dbjeeta, the trials, the joya; are al) the aame. 

We haTe obllerved, that much of the imaginative ia ioixed up 
with the early Miaaiooary impreeaioos of aome indiriduals~ thia 
may &o a certain e:stent have been produced by the course of 
their juvenile reading, in wbieh all that is romantic has been. 
mgled with their usociations of the land of Milllliooary labour. 
Xhe turbaned Mualm,a, and the aoft Asiatic, dwelling in a lancl 
lldolentof all nature's beauties-the land of pomp and riches-­
are mbjecte which appear more captivating to the youth.fol mind, 
even when aaoetified, than the plain rusticity ofhome, or the sober 
aeeaery of northem Janda. It is with pleuure then that we bail 
the day which baa expelled from oar public aeminariea those 
idle and fictitious &toriea, and given in their place rational and in­
lil"IIC!ti,e, beea1111e true natements. For too frequently Sllch & 
elia~r, as the one referred to, 11Dder impressions produced by 
•eh IIIIIOCi.aiions, enteriOB upon hiB work, finda that the natural 
beaotiea of the land are so deformed by moral guilt,and the hearts 
ohhe Mnaalmau and Hindus ao deeply depraved, aod their liv8' 
• IClll)daloualy gNlllB' and deceitful, that he falls at the oneet of 
the eonfilct. Be is overwhelmed, hie judgment iii swallowed up 
iohiifeeliog, and be falla a martyr to di11appointment and chagrin. 
Such a man ia not fit fer the work. There ia however another 
but lea; promising character at the outset. It is marked by• 
qaiet. uad retiring yet firm desire to serve Christ among the 
lleatbeu, derived from a sober but scriptural and afFecting view 
of the neceuitiea of the bmnan race, and the dishonor done to 
Christ by the idolatries and sins of the world. Such a man is 
bome from bia na,in shores almost anknown-e.rrives at the 
Beene of his labour, selects his sphere, commences a plodding 
and faithful discharge of MiMionary labour. Year after 
year, he tmnalatea, edocatea the youg, distributes the acrip­
turea, ,reaches the word: hie journal may contain little that 
iii Btimng and e:xciting, nothing positively auooeasful-uay aome­
timea he i8 permitted to p&88 from the acene of his labours with­
oot seeing the first shootings of the seed be bas aown for the 
uivenal harvest of God. 

What. then, it may be aaked, is the difference between the two~ 
They both discharge their duty acoording to the dictates of their 
colllcience, they both die and )eave the work to be carried on 
by other hands. There ia another question which mUBt be put 
m conne:s:io11 with the former in order to elicit the truth. In 
•hat etate did they leal'e their reapeetive departments of labour? 
The form.al' cbaraoter, NiD1 more a lll&D. of feeling than jud~ 
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addition to this we mayobaervethat the anivenal praetice of men, 
,rbeu they wish to make a 111ccessful attempt, is to concentrate 
their force. The general does oot scatter his army over the whole 
of the E"nemy's territory, but aeleets the,mOBt likely position to give 
sacce88 to his al'IDII ; then eonceutrates his forces and makee hia 
attack. The children of this world are however often wiser than 
the children of light. There are but few thiDf! in which we 
eaa Dfely imitate the men of the world. Tbia 1s one. 

,v e fear that we have already exceeded the limits 888igned to 
thia paper, yet we wo11ld desire to touch on one other topic which 
we believe connected with the success -of all Missions, but espe­
cially of Mis&iom in India. It baa been the practice of some, 
when they have entered upon their work, to stiJlulate to remain in 
the country a certain number· of years.. This is fraught with 
lllallf disadvantages which will readily occur to every experien­
ced mind. If the health ofa Missionary fail altogether, it mate­
rially alters the ease; but ifhe po88essamoderate share of health, 
nothing can sanction his desertion from the standard of Christ, 
which baa been planted among the heathen: and if he should do 
ao, wemay, without much fear of being thought uncharitable, say, 
that we doubt whether be should ever have been sent. The fact 
is, that if a man desire to be a U1eful Missionary, he must not only 
be ~tfffrlined to remain ifltM country, but, as far u practicable, 
he should live amongst the r,ople, associate with them, catch 
the spirit of their language, idiom and national feeling to a great 
extent-to every extent that is not sinful. If be adopt this 
line of policy, the natives will believe he is sincere; in time they 
will listen to bis message and respect his religion, because of 
the practical holin888 of his life, and real benevol4:!nee of his cha­
racter. An opposite line of conduct induces in their minds feel­
inga of distrust and 808picion. It ii objected, that European 
constitutions are incapable of bearing the fatigues of such a life. 
We know not what the weakest constitution can bear, if God 
be its shield 

,. Where Ualckest dangen come." 
He bas pr~mised to preaerve and protect the lives of thoee 

who exercise unwaverin~ faith in his promise and power; yet of 
this we are aware (and 1t should humble us) that but few have 
been willing to try the extent of the promiaes of the Omnipotent. 
And the few who have, have been in this one point successful. 
W aa Brainerd physically strong? Was Martyn robust ? We 
fearleasly answer no ; and yet the one mingled with the common 
people, and the other lived in a kraal. What was the cause of 
Swartz's sncceu? We have it from the lifB of the people. " We 
always thought that he would live and die amo-,st us, but the 
others only came for a time-he waa one of w. 

We are not pleading for rulme88 or imprudence, for God bu 
aol plllNlliaed to protect them. A ™ ma7 be u prudent in a 














