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CALCUTIA CHRISTIAN OffiERVER. 

June, 1835. 

!.-Defence of Temperance SocifJtia. 

WREN a writer for a periodical heads his euay, " Objections 
to Temperance Societies," he ie eecure in this, that the 
feelings of the maee of eociety will rally round him, and that 
hu remarks will secure an attentive perusal. But be who 
would advocate the cauite of Temperance Societies hae to do it, 
888Ured that he drags the reluctant public mind to an ungrate­
ful subject, and comparatively few will even have patience to· 
hear bis remarks. lo advocating the e&U.88, he hae to consent 
to do it at the expenee of •eeming to stand in the war of the 
enjoyment of his friends ; to dry up the sources of t.heir eocial 
comforts ; to be the breaker up of their convivial pastimea--the 
destroyer of their means of cherishing the social, generous aff'eo­
tione. He knows that he must break in upon the cherished habita. 
of many whom he loves, whose kind feeliop he is solicitoue to 
aeenre. To a sensitive mind, few things are more~teful. . 

Yet he has to count the cost, aud do his duty at this expense, 
or CODBeDt to barter with his eonscience, and the retribntione of 
etemity, and look with heartless uneasiness upon the deeolating 
stream of intemperance, which in its steady Sow wither• the 
property, the health, the reputation, and the dome.tic comforl 
of families, and sweeps men by many times ten thousand to. 
where no plea•,mt drink is found, where no convivial party is 
ever gathered ; and not only look with heartless pain upon the 
pret1ent desolating inftuence, but give his example to aid in roll• 
10g this deepening stream of peetilence down on thoee that come 
after him. 

With these feelings, I oft'er a few remarks, partly in reply to. 
a few objections stated by a correspondent in the April No. of 
the " CALC'IJTTA CuarsTIAN 0B8EBYBa," and partly in reply 
to some other objections, which are commonly urged against 
'famperanee Societies. 
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Your correspondent seems to labor under a misapprehension 
of the object of the Temperance Society. Consequently, it is 
probable that if that mistake were removed, his objections, which 
were built upon it, would likewise disappear. He tells us that 
"he understands the Temperance Society to be instituted for 
two purposes: the first, to endeavour, by the dispenion of tracts, 
and ~he employment of other lawful means, to impreBS upon 
mao.i..ind generally, the baneful effects of' drinking spirituou, 
liquors, and the bleuings of' the opposite course : The second, to 
give to all men an opportunity of' declaring their determination 
to abstain entirely from using the above-mentioned liquids, ex­
cept for medical purpot1es.,. 

Now the object of the society is to af"l'ag n,ch a force of mo­
ral t1entiment againat a 1'ice which has preoailed beyond aU 
parallel, as will t1uatain a man in ceariny to minuter to it. 
progrest1; to oombtns the e.r:ample and ~orts of the Bober 
part of the con,,mmity, in rutoring a diseaBed public ta&te, 
to a healthful tone. 'fhe Society aims to accomplish this by 
the circulation of' tractt1, and every other judicious meana of 
inducing men to look at this vice in its true character. 

Your correspondent approves the general o~ject of the Socie­
ty, but has various objection& to the signing a pledge of per- . 
sonal abstinence. 

His first objection is, that " by this subscription men are in 
danger of being deceived as to the nature of' other crimes, such 
as adultery, fornication; gambling, theatre-t1uiting, &c." He 
asks, "why not call for a public declaration against aU these ? 
would it sound worse to call upon men publicly to declare that 
they will not commit adultery andfomication, than to ask them 
to abstain from spirits ?" 

When these vices shall have spread over society to the 
same extent-when public sentiment shall have come to such a 
tone, that every man, even an officer in the church of Je,ms Christ, 
if he expects a few friends to visit him, expects also to have to 
furnish them the conveniences for indulging these vices "in mode­
ration, ... nay be thought mean and inhospitable to his friends, 
if he does not at every dinner or social party provide for them 
the means of giving zest to their social enjoyment, by "taking a 
little of adultery or fom.icatioti, or gambling in moderation, .. -
I trust that good men will not be ashamed to pledge themselves 
publicly to give their uample, and use every other lawful means 
to check the growing evil, and induce every other man to regard 
it in its true character and tendency. 

His second objection is, in substance, " that a member of' a 
church, who is also a member of a Temperance Society, may, pos­
sibly, by drinking, though not to intoucation, fall under scandal, 
and be expelled from the Tempera.Dee Society, whe.n he wu 
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not ao intoncated aa to exclude him from the Church, and 
thUB the feelings of his brethren be injured."-" They may ex­
pel him from the Temperance Society, bot they cannot from the 
Church--what an anomaly !" Then he asks, " Is the Church re­
cord less sacred than the Temperance Society?" "By their fruit• 
ye a/aaU knoflJ them." Does the Temperance Society set �~� 
higher standard of morals, in relation to this particular vice ? 
The temperance pledge tarns the attention to a single object. The 
daure,\ pledge embraces a hundred items, of which temperance 
ill one. Bot is the standard at present set in the variona 
ehnrches at the very point of perfection,-so that it is a crime for 
a Temperance Society to set a higher moral standard? Besides, 
the obJection is directed against a barely possible case, and 
is obviated by facta, wherever Temperance Societies have 
existed. I can triumphantly appeal to facts, that where the So­
ciety has been in most succeMful operation, the difficulty is not 
one of common occurrence ; on the contrary, the members 
of the Temperance Society are not nearly so often found violat­
ing their pledge as the members ofthe Church violating theirs. 
And the Church has been very much relieved from the trouble 
of disciplining her drunken members, by the Temperance 
Society making them •nbe,,, virtuous men. 

Again, he cautions church members to " consider well all the 
bearings of this important point." Now, what are the bearings 
ef this caution? Precisely this-to caution members of churches 
against deliberately pledging them11elves to the discharge of a 
particular duty to their brethren, lest perchance they might be 
tempted at some time to violate that pledge ! Does our friend 
yield to the same caution, when it is gravely given by the man 
of the world, againi;it publicly signing the pledge of church mem­
beri;ihip ?-When the irreli~ous man applies his own argument, 
and gravely tells as, that it 1s much better not to become a mem­
her ofa church, for very po&11ibly he ma1 violate what his charac­
ter is pledged for, and bring himself into reproach-does onr 
friend acquiesce, and tay, Verily he has swept away all solid 
reasons for becoming a member of the Church of Christ ? 

He next presses this caution with emphasis on "Ministers of 
the sanctuary to beware of their public resolves." 

And is it M, that a minister of J etJUs should be so guarded 
&11 not to pledge himself to be " an example to the flock over which 
he is overseer," in relation to a vice, which has blighted the 
reputation and proi;ipects for eternity of thousands of church 
members, merely because the corrected moral vision of his flock 
will not allow him to violate his pledge with impunity? 

His third objection is the improbability of the " resolution of 
the Society in the end diminishing drunkenness," and the'' dan-

• • i 
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ger of leading men to secret drinking, and a system of prevari­
cation and hypocrisy to conceal their misdoings." 

He spares me the trouble of a reply to these by giving a tri­
umphant reply himself on the nell:t page, where he statea eome­
thiug of what Temperance Societies have already accom­
plished. 

He tells u11 that " the chwrch and the u,qrltJ are now more 
awake to the awful consequence11 of drunkenness than they ever 
were. Prof,mnng Chri11tians are, al lhill time, in ,no,ny p'4cu 
~led by public opinion alooe, to a.blllainfrom, or hide, the 
perniciou11 drug." 

And further, be " trosts that the day i11 not far distant, when 
it will be almost as great a 11ctmdal to see on the table of 
Minilltera, Millsionarie11, and other Clarilltians, the brandy bot­
tle, as to see the pack of cards or the prostitute in their 
houses." 

Now, it is the Temperance Society that has given this turn to 
public opinion. This was one prominent object in the formation 
of Temperance Societies, to bring public sentiment to view 
this subject right, and to class things that ooglat to be disreputa­
ble with the disreputable. And this is the very best of evi­
dence, that the founder11 of the Society did not mistake the 
system. 

Many others approve the formation of Societies, but object to 
the signing of a plage. They suppose the object can be ac­
complished as welJ, by the formation ofSocieties, aod the circllla­
tion of information, without any man being trammelled by a 
pledge. 

Let us bring this 11pecious reasoning to the test of experiment, 
and see how it will operate. Let us try it in a parallel ease. 
The proposition has been started by some of the enterprising 
men in Calcutta, to erect a bridge over the Hoogly. Now, let 
them apply this principle to their enterprise. Let them pro­
test against all signing of pledges aa an infringement of their 
liberties, and an implication of their character. Le.t them con­
tent themselves with shewing the practicability and impqrtanee 
of the enterprise, but keep clear of all written pledges, lest they 
should afterwards wish to withdraw from those embarked with 
them in the effort,-and will their enterprise probably succeed ? 
Nay, "the children of this world are wilier in their generation, .. 
than to make such an attempt. They have a de&nite eff'eet 
which they wish to produce. They wish to ascertain what 
means they may with confidence calculate on, and whether they 
are adequate to the eff'ect to be produced. They draw up a. 
written pledge, and every one, whom they can convince of the 
practicability and importance of the enterprise, pledge• him11df 
for a certain amount of iniluence. And thus their combined 
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influence aooo,,apluhu what their 110combined individual in­
&neoce never would have even begun. 

J Wit 80 in throwing a bridge over the stream of intemperance : 
a moral eff'ect ie to be produced. It must be done by moral 
means. A common bond of union is drawn up, and each one 
who feels the importaocl.' of the enterprise pledges himself for a 
certain amouut of influence, thl' in6ueoce of bis peraonal e.ram• 
pls and bis eff'orts. Aud thus their combined moral power 
es:erta a mighty influence, where their eff'orte uncombined, and 
without any pkdge, would have been like each one attempting 
to bridge a piece of the Ganges, and depending on the 1.mpledgerl 
efforts of others to complete the work. 

Let us draw another illustration from a sister vice. Let OS' 
tuppoee the vice of duelling to be as prevalent aa that of intem­
perance, and the reflecting part of the fraternity in consnltatiou 
as to the best means of bringing the habit into dienee. They 
all feel convinced that the practice is criminal-that it ought to 
be abandoned. Bot bow shall a man 811Btain himself against 
that public opinion which brands a man with cowardice, if he 
decline a challenge ? 

They all are penoaded that the only efficient system is to 
combine such a force of moral character in opposition, as will 
change the pe"erted public sentiment on that snbject. To 
eft'ect this, a pledge or bond of union is drawn up, in which each 
one promises, that if be should receive a challenge, he would re­
ply to the challenger that he declined accepting it; not be­
cause he feared him, but becanee he felt that it was a crime 
against God and hie own soul to trifle with his life ; that he felt 
it to be wrong to hurry one or both reeking with the blood of 
the murderer to the retribution of the next world. They, one 
afier another, sign this pledge. They feel strenjf'thened and en­
couraged by each other's weight of character. Presently, they 
find one who approves warmly their general object-approves 
the Society, desires heartily its euccees, but does not like the 
pledge. He thinks that probably he may at some time want• 
to fight a duel. They must either go on without him, or take 
away the pledge, and leave the matter so that if any ot'them at 
any time feel a strong temptation to break over the principle, 
his yielding to the temptation will not be criminal, according 
to the atatute. They feel thwarted, weakened, and discouraged, 
and just in proportion to his weight of character. Does any 
one doubt that that man hinders their efforts, and that hie &'fl• 

ample goes with those who wished merely to talk about it, but 
to feave it so that each man might fight a duel when he felt in­
mlted �~� Or does any one doubt that his inftuence would be the 
mme were he to come among the same indh-iduals, when they 
we.re eadeavoaring to combine the force of charactel' of the so,. 
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ber pnrt of the community against the sister vice of intempe­
rance ? 

The various o~jections against publicly signing this pledge 
may all be summed up in this simple statement, viz. that men are 
not ";\ling to liign a written pl,edge of peraonal example, lest 
afterwards they should wish to violate that pledge ; and the1, 
are not willing that it should appear as a crime on the record., if 
they slwuld yield to the force of temptation. Now, the princi­
ple of per!!onal pledges runs through every relation in this life, 
whenel"er the efforts of more pel'80DB than one are directed to a 
single object. 

And if this objection is valid against the temperance pledge. 
ip1d the principle be carried out, it will strike at the founda­
tion of every other important relation of this world. The 
husband may not pledge bis.fidelity to his wife, for he may 
afterwards be tempted to violate that pledge. A man may not 
pledge himself to the members of a church to be ao uprig-ht 
and orderly member, for he may afterwards feel that pledge 
bind him uncomfortably, and be may violate it. A man may 
not pledge himself to an association of benevolent men, to pay 
a certain sum towards the erection of an o,plaa;n asylum, for 
he may at\erwards wish to employ the money in something 
else more agreeable to his feelings. 'fhus there is not a social 
relation in this life that remains untouched, if you apply this 
principle to each. 

The question of the Temperance Society"s pledr, ultimately 
resolves itself into this : Are the relatious of men m this world 
nch, that a man is accountable for his u,ample and injluenct1 
among men, or is he accountable only for the actings out of 
feelings towards God ? Do I owe to society the influence of 
my example, to aid in accomplishing that which is of general 
interest? 

This principle was established in the Bible. Paul on this 
111bject says, "If meat cause my brother to offend, I will not eat 
meat while the world 11tandeth." Here is hill example pledg«J 
to bis brethren in Corinth. And this pledge meets us on re­
eord at the distance of nearly 1800 f'ears, that Paul, if he 
found that. his indulging in an innocent gratification were the 
occasion of harm to his brother, would ab11tain from that indul­
gence while be lived. 

Now, as to the fact, that ardent spirits have caused many 
thousands of our brethren to offend, and hurried many times ten 
thousand to the drunkard's retribution unprepared, there is no 
dispute. All admit the fact. 

A re u,e under the same moral government, and subject to the 
operation of the same principles as was Paul? If not, then 1 
may perhaps be at liberty to luuk heedleuly on the inroad, 
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which intemperance, the popular vice, is making in all that is 
bright and happy in domestic life. I may coolly contemplate 
the habit which is withering the reputation and domestic com­
fort of thousands of families, and ell:cuse myself by saying, that. 
to attempt any efficient correction of this evil would curb my 
own fondness for a common beverage, and make the counte­
nance of my friends wear a less sprightly aspect while they shar~ 
my hospitality. 

Nay, I might, perhaps, for the sake of the few paltry shillings 
to be gained by it, engage in the manufacture or sale of the dmg, 
whose whole in8uenee is destructive of the health and happiness 
of men, and look heartle881y on the tears and sufferings of im­
poverished widows and orphans, whose natural protector had 
lll)ld the property and reputation of his family to me for "strong 
drink,., and support myself against the appeals of humanity Ly 
pleading, that "I am not accountable for the sins of otheris,­
to my own master I stand or fall." 

But if I am under the same moral system as Paul-if I am 
UQenable to the retributions of the next world for the part I 
take in forming the habits of men in this-then I do oroe to 
aociety the pledged in8uence of my e.xample and (!/forts to aicl 
in restoring public sentiment to a proper tone, ancl in drying 
up the sources of that stream of "moderate" drinking which 
but recently threatened to roll an increaeed tide of intemper­
ance down on the coming generation ! ..4nd where iB the man 
that ou,u to aocietg leaa than this, 

w. 
[ A.a to the �p�r�l�n�d�p�l�e % � anti esertlone of Temperance Soeletln, our reftden will tD6 

macb laterntlna Information In tbe ORIB!ITAL TBIIPBRANCB ADVOC.t.TB, �p�u�b�l�i % �b�e�4� 
In Ce:,lon, nf wblch a few em for the :,ear 18341 baft be• late!:, received. See All• 
ftrtbcmeut on tbe cover.-Eu.] 

II.-E111tractsfrom theJoumal oftke Reo. J.C. Lotorie, �~� 
taining an account of his Journey f'l'Om Lodifma to Llilwr, 
and of hi., intn,,iew, with M ahls R lsj/J RanjU Si,rgh. , 

[Ihe iutereatlug lo'llnUli from wbicb WP have been allowed to make the following ez. 
�t�r�a�c�t % �,� was written for the Information of tbe author'• �f�r�i�e�n�d % � in tbe United �S�t�a�t�e % � 
of America. It may be proper to etate thle, tbat If an:, of ov readen 1bould oc. 
cutonallJ tntl a puelng remark of leH novelty than 11.1ual to ta, they may 
recollect the elrcnm1tance1 of tboee for wbom It wu Intended, and tb1111 - Uaat 
�I�t % � lneertloD bJ the writer WU full:, Jutlled.-ED.] 

Jantlllf'J 28tla, 18S&.-Agreeably to an arrangement previously made, I 
11et out this afternoon on the journey to L6hor. An elephant had been 
... t from &ha& city to carry the tent,, and another which the Mah, Raj6 
keef: at Locliana, wu .. igned for my wre to ride on. 1'he latter ia a 
nob e animal, _being nine or ten feet In height. 
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I have a Peraian n111ndl nr aecre'8ry, who goee with me u interpre. 
\er. He ia a Mu.ealman Hindu, who hu M:quired a pretty pod know­
ledge of our �l %  �o�g�u�a�,�e� at the Englillh College at Dehli. He will he of 
gl'll8t nee to me, 118 in addition to hia kaowledp of ihi, language, he i1 
acquainted with the CUltolDI of the people ; and hia pleuing manners 
render him not llDBCCeptahle ea a companion. I feel an1:iou1 to he of u11e 
to him in return, and apeciallr in regard to that knowledge which ia 
"unto 88lvation." 

There are no hotels in thle country, eo that in travelling, it ilneoe&ury 
to take every thing along, that ia needed for cooking, .Ieeping, &c. And 
auch ia the diviaion of lahor among diJfereot c:a..tes, who will not do any 
thing not pertaining to their own cl-, that it require11 no 11mall number 
of men to form an establishment. �T�h�u % � our present company amonubl to 
about Ri.1:ty penoos, including myBelf, numalf, horae guard, and our re­
apective domeatic aervanta, u alao �t�e�n�t�-�p�i�t�c�h�e�r % �,� �a�t�t�e�n�d�a�n�t % � for the ele­
�p�h�a�n�t % �,� honea, &c. Larp u thla number appears to he, I have the �~� 
faction of knowing that it ill 11111aller than the attendance of any previou 
European traveller in the Panjab . 

.After cl'Olllling the naUa•, or moderate % �i�z�e�d� creek, of clear beautiful 
water, which �f�l�o�w % � �a�l�m�o % �t� half aro11Dd Lodiua, our road led through 
�f�i�e�l�d % � of grain, coverio1 the level eandy �p�l�a�i�n % � with a carpet of peen. 

We pueed two or three email, ill-looking �v�i�l�l�a�g�e % �,� where the mud­
bouaN of the people, of the oattle, and of tlieir ,rain, were all jumbled 
cloeely to,etber, and % �u�r�r�o�u�o�d�e�d� by a low clay wall. 

At five or li1: mllea dist.ance, we came to the river SaUej. �I�t % � appeRr­
aoce would be deemed % �i�D�J�U�l�a�r� in many parts of the world, u there are no 
riling �b�a�n�k % �,� but the water flow, along in a naked ohlllUlel through tbe 
eandy plains which characterize thil part of India. There are a great 
many % �h�o�a�l % � or aaod-bara in the channel, which make their appeuaoce at 
�t�h�i % � time of year, yet in the main channel there is rather a atroog current, 
and about ten feet depth of water. Durin, the rainy 11UOn, the waten of 
�t�h�i % � river ere % �p�r�e�a�d� over the country two or three milea in bread&h. 
Formerly i& ran put Lodiaoa, where the nallaA now rum, but it foraook 
that channel % �o�m�e� fifty yean ago,-ao occurrence which one may % �u�p�p�o % �e� 
would not he unfrequeot, u the �w % �t�e�r� receivea a rapid impulse in the 
mountainou1 �r�e�g�i�o�n % �,� and the aaody % �o�i�l� of the plains �o�p�p�o % �e % � but feeble 
reaiataoce to their �p�r�o�,�r�e % % �.� The ancient. name of this river wu Satudar. 
whence Huudrw. It �I % � the �m�o % �t�.� �e�a % �t�e�r�n� of the five riven from which 
t.he name Panj,h• ia derived, and �f�o�r�m % � the boundary on the eut. of that 
part of lndiL Af\er continuing �i�t % � coune forty mifea from this place, it 
�r�e�c�e�i�v�e % � the Bid.I, the ancient Hypham, the second river of the faojab. 
from the eut, and thence the united % �t�r�e�a�m� ia called the GA4mf. .At 
U&,lower down to the aouth.weat, the river formed by the other three 
riven of the Panjab joins the Ghan', and thenceforward the DBIDe ill 
Panjnad, which fall, into the Indiu at Mithan Khot. 

We cl'Olled the Satlej at a town called Fiwr, on the �o�p�p�o % �i�t�e� bank. 
where there �i % � a fort of % �o�m�e� strength, �g�a�r�r�i % �o�o�e�d� by 1.50 men, and a. 
population of 8000 or 7000 penoDB, chiefly �M�u % �a�l�m�6�n�s�.� Here we encamped 
for the night on the open plaionearthetowo. A guard oftweotymeo came 
to keep watch,who cheered and kepteach otherawake,every now and then, 
by exclamatiooa which I did not understand-but while lying awake and 
listening to them, I could not but feel pateful for the care of Pro\·ideoce. 
and more than UBual confidence in the goodolllll of \he Lord, who hu pro­
tected me and provided for me heretofore. 

Janvary 29t/a.-Started �t�h�i % � morning at 7A o'alock, and came to Pa,1-
sdrrab, 10 �k�o % �,� or about 13 �m�i�l�e %  "� 

• Prom hro �l�l�l�d�i�u�a�-�n�l % �,� JMIIJ, IH, uul iU, -ter. 
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TIie road led us put all: or seven �T�i�l�l�a�p % �,� --. of llaeni lilrlfe, con.; 
tainiog prolwably two or three thouBBud inhabitauta each. Many othen 
were iu aiglat, and uveral had 11m11ll t'ortii, though ol uo peat lltreugth. 

.,..,.._.rnm almost deaervea to be called II city, aooordlnr to the 
ny that title ia uaed in America, u it contaiu probably 1.5,000 
inhabitant&. The hoUNS and public bi&ildinga lllllke II betler appeuan• 
tllan is anal in Indian cities-a luger portion of them beingofbrick thu 
hi C(ommon. 'fhe peeple are chiefly Hindu; the MUAlm6m UH two 
lll09qUN ; and there are iOO or SOO Sikh&. 8o we were informed by the 
diief man of the town, himaelf a Sikh. Thwe are a few Penian IIDd Su.­
lkrit �1�1�1�:�h�o�e�l % � at �t�l�l�i % � town,attended by II few lllholani eMih. The chief 
trade of the peo1,le is in the oommou white aupr of the OOUDtry. The fon 
�p�r�e�a�e % �b� II formidable appeannce at a diiitaDee; we did DOI go nur eaoagll 
to e:a:amloe it cl011ely. 

In the afternoon• compuiy of ,id~ �g�i�r�l % � came to the place where 0m' 
tmta were pitched ou the plain, �w�l % �h�i�n�g� to ahibit their lkill iu dancing, 
in order to obtain a pretM!llt. There wen about tweaty of theni, attended 
�~� two or three 111en with �i�n % �t�r�u�1�1�1�.�e�n�t % � of �m�a % �i�c�.� All were unveiled, aad 
were �c�l�r�e�a % �e�d� in their �r�i�c�b�e % �t� finery. Nearly all were quite young, �p�r�o�b %  "� 
~ly no& mBre tun ten or eleven yean of age. A1 I did 118' wilh to pve 
lhem any eneoungement by wttneuing their performanoel, they wem •••r 
apparently much disappointed. 

Thi& cl- of �g�i�r�l % � �i % � to be foand in all the large toW1III and citl• of 
India. Their profe•ion, from which they receive their ume, la that of 
danelng and % �i�n�g�i�n�g�,� in which they are employed at all �f�e�a % �t% � and joyoua 
oeeai01JL The Hindus colllider 111ch IIIDIINllll!lltl Yery �d�i % �p�a�e�e�f�u�l� ha 
�d�i�e�m�&�e�l�v�e % �,� thou,h they take tlff&t delqi;bt in �w�i�t�n�N % �i�o�r� the perform. 
anea of �e�t�h�e�r % �.� TheN poor �l�f�l�r�l % � an u11ivenially of diareputable cLaracter, 
111d their manner and % �t�y�l�e� of dr- a!Ford one of the many �p�r�o�o�f % � wbloh 
�m% �t� that impurity ntelllively �p�r�e�v�a�i�l % � amoll8' thi1 people. U �i % � aid &.ha, 
their  "�n�g % � and dancinr are often very indecent. �T�h�i % � reneral % �u�b�j�e�c�t� ii 
% � pain{nl one to every Christian mind, and requirea the veil of ailenoe to­
be dra•n over �m�o % �t� of �i�t % � �u�p�e�e�t % � ; yet It would be a want of faitJifuln­
in Millionarie11 not to advert to it at all, u thereby eu ef tlae �m�o % �t� pro. 
mlnent e't'ils of heathenism would awaken litue aympatlay. If 8Df of the 
Yiew1, however, which may be preeented, admit minutea .. of lltatement, 
and �e % �l�l� for peealilU' concern, it ii the affecting truth that the great ma.Jo. 
my of �t�h�i % � claw % �r�e� &o very younr, It not only llho•• that they are early 
initiated into the lf")M89t vice, but that their eoa?¥ in it �i % � brief. Soon 
they are d1-rded, wander about u bl!ft'lll'I, % �n�d� perlllh wretchedly. 

JanUllf'1/ Sotl.-To .TAaltmdar, 10 lua We ltarted at 8 o'clock; the 
morning wu cold and frony, the thermometer 8'andill8' a& ti° in the 
open air. 

We �p�a % �-�1� two larp �'�t�'�i�l�l�a�g�e % �,� arul % �a�w� •veral othel'II at a % �b�o�n� dlatanoe, 
from one part of the road no lea than liz, all of them but fuur or five 
�m�i�l�e % � from all tbe othen, and eonneeted torether by the greenly-oovered 
leld1 of ~n. At one of them there i1 • larp 111011que. The appear­
ance of �v�i�l�l�a�g�e % � lo the northern partl of India l1 �a�l�r�o�o % �t� every when the 
�1 % �1�1�1�e�.� If �r�i % �i�n�r� ground can be obtained, they are placed on the �h�i�g�b�e % �t� 
part, which, however, �I % � •ldom mon than a fe• feet elevated above the 
1'M % �u�r�r�o�u�n�d�i�.�n�g� �p�l�a�i�n % �.� The hollNI are almoat alwaya built of olay or 
mud, �a % � �i % � the wall which commonly encl01811 the town. 

There i1 mat.er �o�e % �&�n�n % � and cleanlineu in the interior of �t�h�e % �e� villa. 
pa than a penon woald eii:pect to % �e�e�,� but on the �o�u�t % �i�d�e� of the �w�a�l�l % � 
there la mach to ofFeud more % �e�l�l�l�l�8�t�l� than one. I have often been remind­
ed of the ezpnllion in Bevela&iooa," without are �d�o�g % �.�"� Th818 anlma1a 
are bJ DO IDMIII held ia ll&cb •timatioo ia �U�i�i % � oounlry, u among �w�e % �t�e�r�a� 
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1885.] Vindication of Temperance Societies. 

Would this make the Chinese greater hypocrites, or more 
notorious liars than they are ? or would it make our merchants 
more covetous and more pharisaical, if they were to resolve to 
abandon their traffic in the vile drug, except for medical purposes? 

Let us suppose again, that it is the ~ustom of the inhabitants 
of Spain and Portugal to bear swords and carry knives, and for 
the revengeful Malay, to wear his cress; and that such were the 
irascible tempers of these people, that, in every dispute, they bad 
rttonrse to these bloody instruments, and sacrificed each other 
by tbowiands. W onld it not be desirable and commendable for 
patriots to establish amongst such a people Societies, where all 
1honld pledge themselves to lay aside their instruments of cruelty, 
and beat them into plough-shares and pruning-hooks? Would 
they become more fiendish by such institutions, and be changed 
from men tenacious of insult to vile and secret aesallllins ? 

Let it be remembered, that we are not supposing what does 
not exist. How many are ruined by opium and other noxious 
drugs! How many have disgraced their characters, and ruined 
'their soul.11 by these abominable evils ! What frequent mur­
ders have been perpetrated in open day, by men who have 
always their offensive weapons on their persons ! It is enough 
to horrify one, even to read of a Malay running a muck. 
What most it be to witness such a scene ? 

Your correspondent finds it difficult to know what to do 
with a minister or deacon, who, having joined a Temperance 
Society, should accidentally make a breach of the self-denying 
rnll'8, by departing from his voluntary pledge. I do not see 
what a Christian Church bas to do with such a charac­
ter, unle88 he commits himself otherwise, any more than the 
Church could interfere, with a man who determines, in spite of 
persuasion or remonstrance, to wear his sword, and carry his 
knite. \Vhat would a Christian Church have to do with a sol­
dier who does not see the propriety of Peace Societies? or what 
could be done with a Quaker, who, hRVinic belonged to a Peace 
Society, feels it his duty to take up arms in the defence of his coun­
try? What has the Chri11tian Church to do with a man of wealth, 
whose property consists in slaves, and who obstinately refuses to 
give them their liberty, notwithstanding the Christian arguments 
and noble exertions of Anti-Slavery Societies? I believe no Chris­
tian Church has exercised authority over such characters, un­
less it be that consistent denomination of people called Quakers. 
I do not know that Temperance Societies demand the interfer­
ence of the Church. We are not alarmed at such characters, nor 
do we despair reBpecting them, any more than we feel alarmed at 
the arguments of your correspondent. It is not a hopeless cause, 
and we are mre that it is a commendable one. Whatsoever thinga 
are pure, lovely, or if there be any virtue, think on these tbinge, and 
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VII.-New Englula School at Ban/Jraa. 

A letter recently received from Hanaru contain& the follow• 
ing paragraph respecting a building about to be erected there, 
for the purpo1!e11 of education. 

" We are about," ABYS the writer, "to have here also, a new 
building for the English school, under the care of Mr. Nichols, 
for which Government baa given 10,000 rupees, with the onder­
ltanding that the nativt-,a are to 888ist in making up the amount 
neceaary for completing it in a solid and substantial style. In. 
this way, I trust, the cause of English education will advance 
rapidly, though, I fear the cause of Christ will not be much 
advanced by it ; as in this, u in all other Government insti­
tutions. Christianity is not only merely not taught, for that ia 
right, but it is persecuted, and if a boy will read a book or ask 
a quution on it, or make it the subject of conversation, in tlas 
-,ea of the sage conductors of the school it would be ground, 
~!ficientfor a pret,V ahaf"JJ rebuke." 

Gentlemen, my obJect in forwarding the foregoing paragraph, 
ia to call attention to the part I have put in italic11. Constituted 
as the Government of this country is in relation to the over­
whelming majority of its su~jects. it is too much to expect that 
it should do any thing directly to accelerate the conversion of 
the people to Christianity ; and I for one neither ask nor desire 
such an exercise of its power and authority, as, in my opinion, 
it would be a violation of its solemn engagements, and in all pro­
babilitl be as productive of evil as of good, in 1«.ding to a hypo­
critica , or merely nominal profeMion of the Chriatian faith. 

Bot while we do not a11k its aid in the work of conversion. is it 
unreasonable to expect that, as a Government profesaedly Chris­
tian, it will notoppose theconversionofits nativesubjectstothat 
faith which its own members profess, an.d the practical influence 
of which is so directly calculated to promote the present moral 
and intellectual improvement, as well as the future happiness oC 
men, beyond that of any other agency that can possibly be 
employed ? And is it too much to expect of 11Uch a Govern­
ment, that it will in its publio acts, and in its plans for the in­
Btruction aod improvement of those entrusted by Divine Provi­
dence to its care, scrupulously avoid whatever is likely to impede 
the progress of the cause of truth and righteousness in the land ? 
That Christianity should not be taught in the proposed semi­
nary at Banaras, or in any other Government schools, I am 
content ; bot it should not be proscribed and persecuted, nor 
should inquiries into it, not prosecuted in those seminaries, sub­
ject those, who dare to make them, either to exclusion, or .to re­
prehension and reproofs from the conductors or managers. Cannot 
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religion be pronounced perfectly neutral, so far as Govern­
ment eebools are concerned ? These are intended not for 
the propagation of religion under any name or form, but only for 
natural aeience,--to gu_alify men for the busine88 of life, not to 
fit them for heaven. Why then should the profeseion or rejection 
of a creed qualify for participation in the ad vantages such flace& 
aft'ord, or occasion exclu.11ion from them ? If the inculcat1on of 
Christianity in the Government schools and collegee be prohi­
bited, and no enoouragement held out to induce to a profeaaion 
of it, is not this sufficient without pains and penalties, or perse­
cution under any form, being awarded those who may choose 
to inquire into the nature and evidence of the Christian religioq 
-the religion profeued, by the membera of that Gonrnment, by 
which those institutions are BUpported, and who would be 
among the last to admit that such inquiries were really worthy 
of censure? 

There may be some difficulty iu ao wording the regulatiaoa 
under which Government schools aud colle~ shall be conduct­
ed, 88 at once to aff'onl protection to inqairmg minds, and not to 
alarm the prejudices of the native eommunity; but I do hope thie 
difficulty, if it exist, will be shortly overcome, and that ereloll8" 
nothing in the management of these eetabluihmente will, even 
in appearances, justify the notion that for a native youth to rnd 
the Hible, or inquin, into the principleti of ou holy reli.irion, ie 
criminal in the estimation of our rulen. J. T. 

[We -tt-cle11U1 'IIUANI, bu ,nil wi\b aulltJ for 1111 apluatlaa.--••l 

VIII.-D. B. and D-r. Heng,tmberg. 
A1 the 111bjeet or my remark,, publiabed in your Im number, appean to 

me, in the preunt inqairing " telnper of the timea," of ooDSideral,Je im.. 
portaoce, I t~ &h•t you will favour me by the iaaenion of a few worda 
In reply to your note, (p. liOS ; ) which, if left WIIIIWwered, miglat, in the 
opinions of 111me of your reader11, be conclu11iH of tile qu•tioaa at iatue. 

Th .. are: firat, whether tb~ volce of bmorr be in favour of our ad­
mittill8', without reliKione 11eruple, 111ch unavoidable infereooea, on t.he 
eubjec\11 af tlta erntillll, and erderiDjJ of t.he univene, • may l'elllllt from 
the careful •nd unbiueei iav811$iplion of pb,-ical fact& l!leoondJy ; •'-• 
tber it be our religiOllS duty, aa far aa eircumll&aD0811 may pelllli&. not• 
confine our inquirie11 on these poinb to the roriltffl volume of illllpin\iaa. 
bat to M:tend them to that book of natt,r,0 which i1 equally the •ork of 
the Deity. 'l'Jlbdly; whether it be incumbent on those who approach theaa 
1111bject1, in the way of argumeol, to do eo neither Jiglitlr, unprt!paredly, 
uncandidly, nor intemperatf!ly. Founhly, whether grev.& Ja.um be De& 
done to the cauee of revealed ralif_ion, by the revival of &he unlallflPJ ... 
groundleu. though, perhapa, inevitable, cootrovenia Oil t.heN matwn. 
which 41isgraced the put two centnriea. 

I will ainoerelf •Y• that ii wu la ae -,irit of aalLftndlng, bat In whal 
I felt to bil merely u bollel& ladigoatioa at die lippanl and auperaliou 
tone. ud Qlilchievona tendency of the arCiole orllJiaally commuled -, 
and the auperficial knowledge, or at.ill more inueuuble and ue1- -.phia. 
V)' of lta au&bor, that 1 veaturecl to addrea fOI&. Bw feeliap 08IIIMII be 
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REVIEW. 

~n EngliaA and Japanae au JapaneH and Englul& Yoca­
bulaf'!I, compiled from natiH tDorka, by W. H. Medhurat. 
Batat,ia, 1880. 
A few copies of the above work having been sent round to 

Calcutta for sale, we take occasion to make a few remarks: first. 
upon the work itself, and secondly upon the view it presents to 
us of the written language of the J apao lalea. 

I. A abort introduction stateK the sources from which the 
compilation is derived to have been "some native books in the 
Japanese and Chinese character combined." The compiler is, 
we believe, a reKpectable Missionary, competently skilled in the 
language of China. He speaks modestly of his work: "that it 
contains faults, he is aware, and that it comes far short of .what 
is requisite, he is read7 to acknowledge ; but he is, at the ame 
time, cooRCious of havmg strictly followed the beat nati"e works 
within his reach, and of having spared oo pains to render it, as 
a first attempt, tolerable." " The printing needs a tho11&&nd 
excuses ; but it must be remembered, that the work has been 
executed at a Lithographic Press, by a self-taught artist, and 
in a warm climate, where the lithography often fails ; also that 
the whole has been written by a Chinese, who understand.ii 
neither English nor Japanese." Indeed, under these circum-
1tances, the book is snrprisiogly well executed, though certainly 
not in the first style of our Calcutta Press. 

Little if any thing of the written or colloquial medium of Japan 
i11 yet known to Europeans generally, and Mr. Medhuret deserves 
very high credit for this most useful and acceptable contribution 
to the slender stock of which we are io posseBSion. The toil he 
has undergone must have been considerable; and considering the 
disadvantages under which he has laboured, merits, and no doubt 
will obtain most thankful ack.oowledgments from all ]oven of 
literature, from tho11e especially who are devoted to the study of 
langual{es, not so m.uch to gratify a laudable curioility or pro­
pensity to soch stndiee, to enlarge the sphere of our g~ographical 
knowledge, and of the habits and history of the variou1:1 nationa 
of our race, or for purposes of commercial enterprise, (all com­
mendable in tbemseh·es,) as for the high and holy end of con­
veying to every people under heaven th~ glorious tidings of the 
ble118e<l goRpel of God and 09r Saviour, the great light that 
ehineth io the deep and palpable darkoen of heathen blindness, 
vice, and 1mperetitron, and the great moral instrument in the 
hands of the Almighty Father of the Universe, of recalling liis 
wandering rebellious children to hie worship and obedienc-, ; of 
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raising the moral dead to the life of righteousnesa, and of spread­
ing holiness, peace, indUBtry, and happineu over the whole 
creation. 

Shut out as we are from nearly all intercourse, in the way of 
commerce, with the singular people who inhabit the Isles of the 
•Eastern Britain,' ifwe may 80 speak, whoaejealousy by no means 
causeless, it must be confelltled, is kept alive as well by infor­
mation gained from China and India of the encroaching domi­
nation of European foreigners, as by the indP.lible recollection 
of past dangers to their independance and religion from the craft. 
and perseverance of the Jesuits of years gone by, we can scarce­
ly hope to reach them with the blessed truths of Ood in any 
other mode at present than by the introduction of tracts and 
books in their own language among their population. The lan­
JUage must first be known; and every aid towards its attainment 
1s most important, and therefore valuable. Mr. Medhurst mo­
destly says, indeed, of his own work, what we can hardly admit; 
that "a mere vocabulary has been produced, and one too of few 
pretensions and many defects; but S11ch as it is, the compiler casts 
it upon the indulgence of the public, hopin_g that it will not be 
hardly dealt with." We can venture confidently to assure him, 
it will not; and that so much meritorious and zealous labour, 
accompanied with 80 much modesty and candour, ·will not be 
u.uappreciated by the public-while the lovers of Eastern lan­
guage and lore, and the Ja_panese student in particular, will 
deem the assistance thus off'ered to them too valuable to per­
mit them to dwell upon the unavoidable defects, were they even 
much greater than in truth they are, of the mechanical execu­
tion; or to be aevere on the faults, if such there be, of the compi­
lation itself: of the latter, roe are ourselves unable to form a 
judgment. "The arrangement is in the former part of the 
vocabulary, i. e. the English and Japanese, according to sub­
jects, 80 that all words of the same class (of natural ideas) 
may be found together: in the second or Japanese and English 
part, the wordsare arranged according to the J apanesealphabet." 

A considerable mass of words is here a.."!Sembled, each part 
exhibiting upwards of 6,000 words, and shewing the language 
to be both copious and expressive. 

2. We shall now venture a few remarks on the specimen of 
the J apaneee tongue here brought before UB. 

1. It is an alphabetic_ language; its alphabet contains 48 let­
ten, having a two-f'old form analogous to our printed and writ­
ten character. Having no clew to the grammatical arrange­
ment of the letters, as they appear in the table prefixed to the 
vocabulary, we are unable to say how far it may be the one 
ordinarily followed by the natives themselves. Jn the table, 
vowels and coD&Onante follow each other, without any apparent 
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5. In certain cues, however, the inherent vowel is dropped 
by contraction at the close o( either a word or syJlable ; thus 
,a• is found for tri or taoo, ,.. for f'OO, kf' for k/oo, &c. This 
Bpecies of contraction occurs frequently in the vocabulary, as bir' 
(or bira, a leech, ooa' for oosa, a cow, yob' for yoba, to call, yor' 
(or yora, because ; the contracted letter is then sounded strong-
ly, almost ai, if doubled. . 

6. The Sanskrit Sandbi, or conjUDetion of letters, and conse­
quent substitution, is not unknown to the J apanet1e language~ 
The character 1800 at the end of a syllable and followed by 
a bard consonant, loset1 its original sound, and takes that of 
the ncceeding Jetter; as te-tBOO (contracted to tets") po-oo it 
pronounced, tep--po-oo, a musket; 10 mots-to-mo, becomes mot­
to-ma, exceedingly. 

7. The single final letter n, which alone expresses the aeveral 
nasals of the Indian alphabets, coalel!IC88 into one syJlable with 
a preceding vowel or coDBOnant and its inherent vowel, as in 
on, sound ; riff, sincerity ; bo-oo-gon, mockery, &e. 

8. The eemivowels wa, ya, wi, yi, &c. are often sounded as 
the simple vowels, a, i, &c. 

9. The liquida l and ,., are frequently confounded, being uaed 
one f'or the other, as in many other languages. • 

10. One of the singularities of the Japanese alphabet is that 
it confounds the aspirate h and the hard labial f, which have but 
one letter in common, pronounced " with a whizzing noiae some­
thing between the two;,, i. e. the propulsion of the breath in the 
aspirate h, is modified by an approximation of the lips such as 
is neeessary to pronounce the labial f: somewhat it is apfre­
hended, as in blowing upon something warm in ord1_1r to coo it. 

11. Consonants of the ,ame clan have but one letter in com­
mo11, and are distinguished in writing by two small strokes be­
side, in, or over the character, which is then rendered soft, u 
ka, becomes ka"ror ga , ta" for da , &c. 

11. The letters of the Srd cl888 including p, b, f' and h, hav­
ing only a common character, which in its mmple form is Ta or· 
/, this is made b by the two dots as before, and p by a small 
circle, i. e. ha, ( or fa) is la" for 1,a and Aa0 for pa. 

18. The fifth variety of the 1st or Palatine class, instead of 
simply keo or goo, is (inserting an/) kfoo or gfoo. So the 2nd 
and Ith varieties of the labial class, insert an • in e011ncistion, 
making lri, and dai, tllOO and tlno, for Ii aad di, too and doo. 
Thie wDUkt approximate them to the Sanskrit eA class, of which 
(unless it be 1a the soft sibilant•) thel'e are no other tracea. 

14. The /Offl»Of the Japanese letters, which we cannot present 
to ow :readers for want of types, are clearly drawn from Chinese 
characters, either simple and unaltered, as those for the sound& 
of i, mi, ho, and tri, or ia a form, for alphabetic pW'pOieS, 
curtailed and siinpli&ed. 



15. A considerable proportion, fully more than a third ot'the 
vocabulary, i11 of Chinese origin, and very properly the ChineN 
corresponding cAaracters are annexed, to all such. The mono­
syllabic property is then too, as far as possible, preserved by a 
"11hort" or rapid utterance, that in some sort brings the several 
syllable11 into one. We have been able to trace no words what­
ever of certainly Indian origin. 

16. It should appear, though not stated, that the Japanese 
writing is in perpendicular lines like the Chinese, 88 the charac­
ter~ forming the words &Te so arranged in the vocabulary ; i. e. 
the letters which are upright l to our notion) in the table and at 
the heading of each page, are horizontal in the vocabulary, and 
the book must be turned with the back upwards, to l,e reaci. 

17. It should seem also, that the Roman alphabet is fully 
adequate to expreu any Japanese sound, although it baa also 
both vowel and coqsonantal sounds with which the language of 
Ja pan appears to be unfurnished. As however, they have so 
far outstripped their Chinese neighbours 88 to have formed aa 
alphabet for themselves, and that by no means a difficult, clumsy 
or inelegant one, though still less neat and facile than ours, it is 
of le&11 moment to contemplate the adoption of the Roman nota­
tion for the Japanese language. Under the present system of 
excluding all foreigners from their soil, at leOBt, whatever may 
be thought of its expedience otherwise, there is no room left. for 
the trial, as there is no possibility of making the natives them­
selves acquainted with 1t, or of inducing them to accept it. 
The acquisition to Europeans indeed, of the Japanese language. 
might thereby be rendered if not easier, more inviting perhapa. 

In conclusion, we feel happy in recommending the present 
work as likely to prove a most useful one to Japanese student.; 
and as it includes a double E1nuncia.tion in Native and Roman 
characters, and may therefore be learned with facility even 
without the assistance of a master, others may possibly be alllll'­
ed to the study. There are no peculiar aounda to offer im~ 
dimenta in this way, or to occasion much risk of acquiring a Vlci­
ous pronunciation. 

Other obsem1.tions might be made : but as our object is rather 
to draw the attention of betteracholars than to V.enture ourselves 
into a region of mere conjecture in regard to a language with 
which we have no acquaintance whatever, not having even aeceu 
to any other specimen of it, we shall hen close by atating, u we 
are informed, that the Japanese and English Vocabulary may 
be had at Meun. Thacker & Co.'a, C-.Icutta, Price 16 Ra. 
per copy. 

fu VARENIH. 




























