
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for the Calcutta Christian Observer can be 
found here: 

https://missiology.org.uk/journal_calcutta-christian-observer-01.php 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://missiology.org.uk/journal_calcutta-christian-observer-01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


THE 

C,A.LC,UTTA. 

EDITED BY 
• 

CHRISTIAN MINISTERS OF VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS. 

VOL. V. 

JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 

1S36. 

<tralcutta: 

PRINTED AT THE BAPTIST l\lISSJON PRESS, CIRCULAR ltOAD; 

AND SOLD 

BY MESSRS. TUACKER AND CO. AND ALL OTHER BOOKSELLERS. 

1836. 



CONTENTS. 

ESSAYS, &c. 

Alphnbet of ~cr!pture Pn•s&ges for th_e �~� oung, . .' ......................... . 
America: M1ss1011nry Efforts of Cbrist1n11s, United States, ......••••.. 280, 
- IIIRteroal AssociRtions, ............. , ... , ..................... . 
Appeal o~ behalf of the Calcutta Christian Trnct and Book Society, . , .... , •• 
A's&m: Appeal on behalf of the Lalongs, Mikirs, and other Tribes, ...... , .. . 
---, Journal of n tour thrnugh the Miltlr Hills, . . . . . . . . . . . , . , ...•... , , 
Bnrmah: Additional Notices regardin~ the Karens, ... , ........•......... 
---, Letter from a Missionary to a Friend, ............................ . 
Bible and Tract Societies, Union nod Universality of practice recommended, .. 
--------· --, Subjects for their consideration, ..•............... 
Brahmans, K6lio, Polygamy amongst them, ............................ . 
-----, Satisfactory results of the above nnd other notices, ............ . 
-----, Instances of eight to sixty.four wives, .•••.•• , •••..••..••.•.•. 
Bbratridwitiya, Ceremony amon,rst the Nagpurians, ..............•..•... 
Bonrdiog-Scbools for Natives-Usefulness of them, •.••.. , ••.•......••.•... 
Cbhota Nagpur, Sketch of, ............. , ... , ....................... ,. 4,13, 
Christianity no~ Idolatry, Blessings and Evils, ..•••.•.•..••..•.•....•... 
Christians, Responsibility to remain in India,. ...•.•.•.............•••...•. 

Hints as to proper disposal of money amassed in Iodia, ......•... 
---- Obligations to labor for the Salvation of the Heathen, .......... . 
Conversion, Education not necessary to, ................................. . 
-----, On tbe means of, by the Rev. W. Buyers,.,., ..• , •.•.•.•....... 
-----, On teaching as a means of. By the same, •.. , . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . 
-----Note oo the above, by the Rev, W. S. Mackay, ........•.•..... 
-----of a Native Preacher of Katak, Rama Chandra Jachak, ........ . 
Critical Observations on Colossians i. 15-20, ..•...••.•..••............•... 
D6rga Puja, Impropriety of attendance at, ............................... . 
Education not necessary to Conversion, • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . ....... , .... . 
----, Progress of, io India-the Rev. A. Duff's exertions io Scotland, .. . 
----, Central India, Lodi:ina, Mirat, Agra, Lakhnau, ...•....... , ..... . 
----, Native Hiots on economy of means, .................. , , ....... . 
----, Hints for introduction of parts of Scripture, ......... , ......... . 
Emblematic Morals "Qanuo-i-lslam," by Ciosurensis, ................... . 
Enigmatical Composition in Bengali, ........................ , . , .... ,. , ... . 
Faith, its influence in furtherance of the Gospel, . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .... , , .. . 
Fashionable Amusements, Lawfulness of Christians attending, by " Phila-

letbes,'' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... , . . . . . . . . . ............... , .... , ...... . 
----- Reply to the Foregoing: by " Philo-Philalethes," .......... , •... 
----- Rejoinder, .................•••.• , ................... , . , .... . 
----- Attendance of Christians indefensible, "A Friend," .........•••.. 
----- "J. B. C." in reply to " Philalethes," .. , ...... , ..•.•••.. , , 85, 
----- "Pbilo-Philalethes" in reply to "Pbilalethes," ............ 188, 
Festivals, Hindu, .......... 38, 91, 135, 195, 253, 310, 350,401,462, �5�2 &f�,� 591, 
-- Impropriety of attendance at the Durga P6ja, ...................... . 
France, Efforts of the Ministry in the promotion of religious instruction,., ... , 
General Assembly's Mission, Vindicated by the Rev. W. S. Mackay, ... , .. 78, 
Geology and Natural Religion, Connection between, ..•.... , .•...•......... 
--- and the Mosaic History connected, ......•.... , •.•.•• 329,401, H9, 
Germany, Interesting custom in calling the Night-watches, . , ••........•.•• 
Gospel, Progress of, dependant on Prayer and the Holy Spirit, •.••...•...••..• 
--- Influence of Faith in its furtherance, • , ................ ,. ......... . 
Government Servants precluded, or not, from religiously instructing private 

servants, ............ ,, ..... , .... , ................................... . 

Page 

527 
321 
489 
463 
157 
16-l 
105 
461 
573 
6H 

57 
150 
257 
251 
305 
567 
617 
174 
57" 
630 

29 
3-l 

198 
201 
22-l 
626 
505 
29 

JU 
145 
2~9 
256 
125 
456 
444 

85 
119 
188 
202 
1138 
292 
646 
505 
347 
138 

6 
493 
278 
337 
444 

575 



iv Contents. 

Pagt 
Hin,lu F,slirals, ........ 38, 91, 13~, 195,253,310, 3.~o, 401,462, ~24, 591, 646 
--- Impropriety of nttending the D(U"g& Puja, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 505 
--- Sacrifices, Translations from the Sanskrit, by M. W.W............... 27 
Hindus/6111, Want of tracts and scriptures in simple language,............... 647 
Hitchcock, Rev. E. on Geology and Natural Religion, .............. , ... , . . 6 
---- on the connection between Geology nnd Mosaic History, ...... 329, 

401, H9, •. , ................................................. , .... . 
Hottentot Mission, Influence of, in diminishing crime, ....... , ............. . 
Idolah"y and Christianity, Evils and blessings, ........................... . 
India, Duty of Christians to fix their residence in, ....................•..... 
--, On the best means of communicating European learning, &c ........ . 
--, On doing good in, .............................. , . . . . ........... . 
Indian Correspondence, Chapter IV. 458-Chapter V ................ , •...... 
Infanticide, (Female,) No. III. 233, No. IV ............................... . 
Introductory Observations, 1836, ...................................... .. 
Invisible Wo,·/d, Essay founded, on Isaiah xxviii. 18, ........................ . 
-----, Sequel to the above, ....................................... . 
Karens of Barmab, Additional Notices, .................... , ............. . 
------, Satisfactory Progress amongst these People, ............... . 
Kol Vocabulary, notice by Spectator, . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. ....... .. 
Kulln Brahmans, Polygamy, ........................................... . 
----, Satisfactory result of the above and other notices, ............... . 
----, Instances of eight to sixty-two wives, ... , ...... , . , ....... , ... .. 
Lodiana, Intelligence from a Native Correspondent, ....................... . 
Madura, Sketch of the City, by the Rev. A. C. Hall, ..................... . 
Muhammadan Superstition; by " Cinsurensis," .... , .................... . 
Mahanadi River, Missionary Excursion, by the Rev, R. Brown, ........... , 
Manipur Intelligence, Education of the Raja and Regent's two sons, ....... . 
Maternal Associations in America, . . . ....... .-............ , ........... .. 
Mtmento, " A God I a Moment I an Eternity I" ........................ .. 
Missionary Labor, Discussion as to its proper sphere, " A looker on," ..•.• , 
-----, Observations on the foregoing, by " one present" ............. . 
-----, Excursion up the Mabanadi, by the Rev. R. Brown, .......... . 
-----, Statistics, suggestions for Annual Publications, ............... . 
Murshidabad, Origin and present state of the Nizamat College, ......... . 
Nagpu.-ians, Ceremony of the Bhratridwitiya., ............................. . 
Native Education, Hints on economy of means, .•.....•................... 
--- On Introduction of parts of Scriptul'e, ............................ .. 
--- Usefulness of Boarding Schools, ................................ .. 
Natural Religion, Connection with Geolog-y, .............................. . 
--- Science and Revealed Trnth, Harmony of, ......................... . 
Ne, The Hindustaoi Particle, Q? oo Y Z, ............................... .. 
North Eastern Frontier, Notice of Captain Pemberton's Work, ......... 213, 
Obituary Notice, Mrs. Hall, Madura, .................................. .. 
----Dr.Vos of Calcutta, .......................................... .. 
---- Rev. J. T. Reichardt, .................. , .................... .. 
Pemberton, Captain, Notice of his work regarding N. E. Frontier, ..... 213, 
Permanent Residence in lnllia, Responsibility of Christians, ................. . 
Political Excitement allayed by the Power of the Gospel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Polygamy of the Kulin Brahm ans, ..................................... .. 
- Satisfactory Effects of the above Paper and others, ............... . 
- Instances of eight to sixty-two wives, ................... , ....... . 
Purniya, Prospects in regard to Education, from a Native Teacher, ....... . 
Rama Chandra Jachak, Account of his Conversion, ....................... . 
Rdchardt, Rev. J. T., Short Memoir of, ................................. .. 
Religion, Natural, Connection with Geology, ......... , ................... . 
--- Revival in Switzerland, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . .... . 
___ of the Natives, whether non-interference is incumbent on Government 

Officers as individuals, ........................... , .................. .. 
Religious Instruction, lnftuence of, ...................................... .. 
Re1Jelation, Harmony of, with Natural Science,...... .. . . . . . . . . ........... . 
Revival of Religion in Switzerland, .. , . . . . ............................. .. 
Roman Character and English Language, ........................ 416, 519, 
Sabbath, " Esther" on its observance in I udia, ........................... . 
---, Colonial Prosperity identified with its observance, ................. . 
Salvation by Faith, Notes on the Doctrine," A Lover of Truth," ......... .. 
---- Observations on the above paper by " Cinsurcosis," ..•... ,. .. , ..•• 

493 
124 
617 
17• 
179 
613 
573 
392 

l 
439 
513 
105 
620 

23 
57 

l~O 
257 
460 
129 
93 

385 
Ill 
489 
33 

131 
299 
385 
573 
84 

251 
249 
256 
305 

6 
67 

JU 
269 
193 
377 
M9 
269 
174 
96 
57 

]50 
1157 
459 
224 
549 

6 
396 

571 
124 
67 

396 
577 
345 
629 
555 
559 



Contents. 

Sermona, Sketche~ by the Rev. J. Foster, No. I. 43, II. 287, III, 586, IV ... .. 
Switzerland, Revival in, Religion, .......................... , ............ , • 
Temperance Question, by" quAos," ................ • • • • • • • .......... , ... .. 
----- Geneml Aspect of the Cause, by the same, . . . . . • ............ , 
----- A Convert bv •• Mitrn," .................................. .. 
Th, Post Year, ....... : ..•...•. , , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • 
Tract a11d Bible Societies, Union ancl Universality of practice advised, ........ . 
-- Subjects for consideration, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , . , , ••.. , ••.•. 
Tract and Book Society, (Christian) Appeol on its behalf, ................. .. 
Tracts, Suggestions fo1· emhodyiug grammatical instruction,. ...••... 
United States, Missionary Efforts of Christians, ....................... 280, 
Vocabulary of Scriptural terms, Necessity for, ................... , . , ...... . 
Vos, Dr. J. R., Obituary Sermon by Rev. 1'. Boaz, ...................... .. 

REVIEW 
AND BRIEF NOTICES OF INDIAN PUBLICATIONS, 

V 

Pagt 
633 
396 
70 

241 
624 
637 
573 
6¼7 
463 
130 
321 
575 
377 

Calc11tla Courier-Regarding Suspensions of Revenue, 24-Pergunnahs, 480 
" Christianity and Hinduism Contrasted," by G. Mundy, "q,,Aos,".......... 42:2 
"Constantinople and its Environs," ..... -· ..... , ...•... , .... , ....... 467, 594 
" Discourse on Natural Theology," by Lord Brougham. " E." . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 
"----- the Government of the Tongue," by the Rev. W. Morton,...... 473 
" Drunkenness reproved," a Sermon by G. Mundy, "q,,Aos," ...... , .....• , 359 
" Indian Journal of Medical Science,'' " q,,Aos,".................... .. .. .. 359 
---- Another Notice, . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. • .. .. . . . .. 471 
"Indian Review," Notice of, ...................... ,...................... 479 
"Indirect benefits of Missionary Ent,rp.-ist," "q,,Aos," .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . 151 
" Letters on the Government Religion of British India," .... ,., . .. , , . , , ... 258, 653 
Native papers on the claims to the Raj of Bard wan,, .......... , , . . . . . . . . . . . 480 
" Prospectus," of a Branch Horticultural Society at Hughli, , , .. , .... , , . , . , -179 
Publications of the Religious Tract Society, , .. , , , ..... , .... , ............ , 481 
"Ramasttana," or Thug Slang Vocabulary, " Cinsureosis,"................ 52B 
School-Books, Marshman's" India," and Leechman's" Logic," ........... , 650 
" Visit lo the American Churches," " Banaras," .... , ...... ,. .. . . .. . .. .. . 35!1 

POETRY. 
" Hymn of Prudenlius," by" M."............ ... . .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . . .. .. 210 
"India's Resurrection," by" J.M." .... , ........ , , .... , , .. , , ....... , .. , . 360 
" Metrical Paraphrase of the XCth Psalm," " Cinsurensis," .. , , .. , . , . , , , 482 
"Mount Horeb," by" C. M.".............. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. 6-IS 
" On Pro1'idenct," From Filicaja by Stafford, ....... , .. , ..... , .. ,, .... , ... ,, 5-17 
" The Aged Pilgrim," .. .............................. , .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 5t6 
" The Macedonian Cry," by the Rev. A. Sutton, ... , . , , .. , . , .... , .. , .. , , , , 210 
" To Religion," by" Anoe," ........ , . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. 420 
" What is life?" by " q,,A.os,".,, .. ,.,,, .. ,,,,,,,,.,,, .. ,., .. , .. ,, .. ,,.,,, 4':' 

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
PRESIDENCY OF FORT WILLIAM, 
Calcutta Societies and Associations, 

Baptist Missionary Society, Baptisms, School examinations, .......... , , . , , . 49 
Sixteenth Anniversary, J6tb February, . . . . . . . . 157 

---------- Extracts from the Report,., ... , , , , . , ... , 263, JI I 
Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, Seventeenth Report, ......... ,,, ... ,., 48 

Eighteenth Annnal Meeting, 26th Oct.. 663 
Bethel Society, Tenth Annnal Meeting, June 29th,.,, .. , . , .. , , ..... , . , , , ... , 425 
------Tenth Report,.,,,.,, ....... , ... , .. ,,, ... , , .. , . , ... , , , . , , 665 
Bible Association, Fourteenth Annual Meeting, 15th January,., .... , , . , . . . . 97 
General Assembly's School, Sixth Annual Examination, .. , ............ ,.... 659 
Ladies' Society and Assoc. Examination of Schools and Fancy Sales, ... , . , . . 97 
Native Female School Society, notice regarding it, ................. , .... , 666 
Religious Tract and Book Socirty, Annivcrsa1·y 20th September, ....... ,,... 662 
Seaman's Friend Society, Special Appeal, , ...... , , , ......... , ....... , .. . . 658 

Miscella11eous. 
Aracan, Progress of English Education, . , ............... , .............. _, 427 
Arrivals, .... , ....... , , , .. , .... , , , . , . 102, 162, 256, 319, 373,430,487, 610, 670 



vi Contents. 

• • I if M' • • M d Page ,.,-r,va so a.monan,J, r. an Mrs. Day, Mr. and Mrs. Noyu, Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Sutton, Mrs. Tomlin, Mr. and Mrs. lngols, Mr. and 
Mrs. HRswell, Mr. Abbott, Mr. and Mrs. Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Stuck, Miss 
Maycomber, Mr. Malcom, and Mr. and Mrs. Devonport,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 

- from America, Messrs. McEwen, Campbell, Rogers, Jamieson 1md 
Porter, with their wives, .... ,, .... , .. , ... , ................. , , . , .... , . . 2611 

---- from England, Messrs. DeRodt, Legros, and McCallum, ......... , . . 2611 
---- The Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Dwight, and Mr. Winslow, for Ceylon,.... 312 
--- In connection with Mr. Groves, Mr. and Mrs. Groves, Mr. and Mrs. 

Johu Groves, Dr. Gundert, Miss Julia DeBois, Miss Mary Moonard, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bowden, Mr. and Mrs. Beer, Mr. N. Brice, Mr. T. J. Kalpberer, 425 

---- Mr. and Mrs. Pickance, and Misses Thompsoos and Carter, . , ... , 665 
Banjjras, Progress of Education, ............................ , •....... , • . . 262 
Baptisms, nine persons, Baptist Mission, ............. , ........... , . . . . .. .. 49 
----- Three persons, Katak Mission,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 49 
----The Report of the year (Baptist Mission) shewed thirty,.......... 157 
---- Of silt converts in April, one at Salkiyil, five at Chitpur, .........•. 2611 
----- One hundred and twenty in Barmah in 1635, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.l 
---- Drajanath Ohos, ............•................. , .. , . . . . . . . . . . 426 
Baxter's Call. The means of conversion of a Sailor, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 667 
Births, .................... , .... , ........ 160,265,317,370,428,485, 607 1 668 
Brajanath Ghos, Baptism of, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425 
Calcutta Notice of seven Baptisms in 1835, (Dnptist Mission,).............. 157 
--- Seamen's Cause, Interesting Account of the " Charles Wharton," , , 426 
Chitpur Examination of Schools, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 49 
---- Notice of seven Baptisms in the past year, ( B. M.)................ 157 
---- Baptism of five Converts in April, ....................... , ..... , 2611 
Deaths, ................................ 161, 265, .llB, 371 1 t29, 4861 6081 669 
---- of Mr. W. C. Sampson of Bombay ..... ,.... .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .. au 
--- nf Mrs. Mackay, and the Rev. J. T. Reichardt, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4~.l 
Departure, ......................... 103, 16.l, 267,319,374, UI, 488, 611 1 671 
---- of Missionaries, Rev. G. Gogerly, G. F. F. Anderson, and Mr. 

Lowl'ie, ................................................. , .. .. .. .. 157 
Dharamtallah Chapel, Interesting Service, ............................ , . . . 426 

----, Twentieth Anniversary of the Mission, .. , . . . .. . •. . . . . . 606 
Du.rga Puja, Christian Efforts at this season,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 663 
Haura, Notice of three Baptisms in 1835 (Baptist Mission,) .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . 157 
Kat11k, Orisa, !.\fission11ry intelligence,.................................... 50 
--- Return of the Rev. A. Sutton, .. ........ .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . . .... .. 157 
Kbari Baptist Mission, Notice often baptisms in 183.,,...... .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. 157 
Kidderpl'.ir Christian Institution, Annual Examination, 17th Nov. 18351,... • IOI 
Kishanpur Schools, Chhota Nagpu.r, Progress, chiefly Kols, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 606 
Lakbiye.ntipu.r Baptist Mission, Notice of three Baptisms in 18351 •••• • • • • • • 157 

, Opening of the New Chapel, ........... ,, .. , .. , .... ,.,.... 425 
Marrial(es, ........................... ;60, 265,317, 370, 428, 485, 607, 668 
MeteorolO!(iCal Register, 56,104, 164, 212, 268, 320, 376, 432, 488, 548,612,672 
Salkiya Baptism of a Moghal Convert, ••......•...... ,.................... 2611 
Sati at Gyah prevented, .......................................... , .. 3611 
Seamen's Cau,e, Calcutta, Interesting Service at Dharamtallah Chapel, . . . . 426 
Sonamukhi New Mission in connection with Mr. Groves, ....... ,........... 362 
Taki Academy, Examination, 26th July 1S36, .................. , . . . . . . . . . . . t83 

MADRAS PRESIDENCY, 
Teling:I. Country, a New Mission, .. , ... ,................................. 363 
Tinnevelly, Account of the German Mission, ........... , .. . . •. .. •• •. .. . . .. 312 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY, 
American Mission, accession of strength, ............................. , . . SO 
Death of Mr. W. C. Sampson, .................................. •· .• .. •• 31'& 
Rev. Mr. Wilson, elected President of the Branch of the Roy. As, Soc .•• 501 158 
Scottish Mission, United with the General Assembly,.. , • . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. 158 

CEYLON. 
Arrival of the Rev. Mr. Winslow and Mr. and Mrs. Dwight,................ 312 

GREAT BRlTAlN. 
British and Foreign Bible Society, Anniversary, 4th May, .... ,, .......... •., 598 
Colonial Missionary Society estnblished for Canada, Australia, &c........... 605 
Congregational Union, Remonstrance with America on Slavery, . . • . . . . . • . . . 605 
General Intelligence, from a Calcutta Merchant, ........... , , , •. , .. , • , • , , , 50 
Ladies' Institution for Education ig the East, .. ,........................... 608 



Contents. 

Loudon Missionary Society, speech of the Rev. J. Campbell, of Bangalor, •. 
Scotland, Exertions of the Rev. A. Dutf, ................................. . 
---, Degree of D. D. confened on the Rev. R. Vaughan, nt Gla9gow, .. . 

FOREIGN. 
AFRICA, Intelligence from Liberia, ................................ ••· .. . 
---, Dr. Philip consulted as to the Caffree insurrection, •.............. 
BANKOK, Siam, Distribution of TrRcts, ................................. . 
Barm,h, Missionary Iottlligence, Death of Roshan Lun, ................. . 
-, Anival of Mr. and Mrs. Simons, at Avn, ......•...•... , •........ 
---, Addition&! Notices regarding the Karens, ..............•......... 
--, 120 Baptisms in 1835, tracts, completion of tbe Bible, ............ . 
--, Religious Persecution in, ....... , ......... , - .................. .. 
GERMANY, Revival of Religion,· ...........•............... , , .. , , ...... . 
TA voy, Progress of the Gospel, Instruction of the Karens, . , . , .... , . , ..... . 
---, Gratifying Progress of the Knren Mission, ..... , , . , , . , , , ...... , .. 
UNITED STATES, Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence,.,,,,,.,,, .. , ... ,. 
------, American Tract Society, China, ............... ": ....... ., 
------, General Progress of the Gospel, .... , ...... , .. ,., ...... . 
-------, Baptist Deputation to, •.•. , .........•. , .............. . 
------, Remonstrance of the Congregational Union, regarding 

Slavery, ............................................................. . 
WEST INDIES, Missionary Proceedings, Emancipation, .. , ......... , .... , , , 
-----, Satisfactory working of the Emancipation Act, .....•..... , .. 

INDEX TO SIGNATURES OF ORIGINAL PAPERS, 

A. 85. F. 597. 
F. B. 646. 

,ii 

Page 
600 
365 
605 

55 
365 
158 

50 
50 

)05 

263 
664 
~11 
158 
363 
52 
63 

159 
367 

605 
314 
365 

Abigail Whittledry, 493. 
A Constant Reader, 131, 
Adelphos, 3i3. 

-,,,Aas, 47, 77, 156,249, 359, 400, 424, 

A Friend, 202. 
A Layman, 574. 
A Looker-on, 135. 
A Lover of Truth, 555, 
Anne, 421. 
A Roman, 420. 
A Soldier, 575, 
A Subscriber, 577. 
B. 309. 
Banllras, 359. 
Beta, 459. 
c. 178, 617. 
C. E.T. 585. 
Cinsurensis, 96, 125, 280, 444, 456, 

483, 519, 546, 559, 628, 629. 
Cin. 567. 
C. M. 649. 
Crites. 661. 
.0. 653. 
Delta, 150. 
Esther, 346. 

513, 641. 
H. 66. 
I. B. C. 241. 
J. M. 251, 361. 
L. 33, 42, 93, 137, 198,255,352, 401, 

527, 593, 647, 65B. 
Laic, 647. 
L. W. 524. 
M. 210,238. 
Mitra, 626. 
M. W.W. 29. 
One Present, 305, 
Philaletbes, 90, I 93. 
Pbilo-Philalethes, 124, 299. 
Phi!o\.Paharas, 252. 
P. S. 448, 
Q? 345. 
s. 97, 463. 
Selima, 5 7 6. 
Spectator, 26, 70, 223, 257, 277 . 
W. F. Mackay, 202. 
x. 633. 



THE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

January, 1836. 

1.-Jntroductory Observations. 

The CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBsERVER has now reached the 
commencement of its fifth volume, without any departure from 
the principles on which it was established, and with a consider­
able and steady influx of new subscribers. The Editors have 
endeavoured always to keep in view, that the grand object of 
the work is to aid in the moral and spiritual regenerati~n of 
India ; and they trust, that, in the variety and extent of informa­
tion which it affords, and in the vital importance of the ques­
tions discussed in its pages, the volume for the past year will 
bear a favorable comparison with any of its predecessors. The 
difficulties which oppo~e the Conversion of the Natives, the intri­
cate subject of Marriage and Divorce, the various systems of 
Education, and the uses to which the Indigenous Literature may 
be turned, the Romanizing System, and a variety of other to­
pics of national interest, have either originated or been revived 
in this journal ; public attention has been again forcibly direct­
ed to the horrors of Female Infanticide ; and ample information 
regarding the establishment of new Missions and Schools, the 
progress of English literature and opinions among the natives, 
and the gradual but evident preparation for the reception of 
Christianity, may be gathered from its pages. For the ensuing 
year, the Editors look forward with confidence to the able cor­
respondents, to whom they are already so much indebted; and 
it will be their endeavour, as it is their earn~t desire, to 
make the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER more worthy of the 
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patronage which it has receired, and more ancl more useful to 
that cause, for the support of which it was established. 

And, in this season of hope and anticipation, it is grateful to 
bcliPve, that the general aspect of the cause of CHllIST and of 
huma11ity is such as to encourage the hearts of its wt>ll-wishers. 
In our native land, not many years ago, the Christian Church 
seemed fast sinking into a state of lukewarm an<l worldly in<lo• 
lence, aml the reproach was but too just in many cases, that it 
was hopeless to look for life amidst ol<l and worn-out forms. 
Already ENGLAND was claimed by the infidels of FRANCE, and 
the Neologists of GER:\IANY, as one of a Go<llcss triumvirate ; and 
alrrady a time of trial an<l persecution was predicted,-almost 
wished for, by many who sought the spiritual welfare of out· Zion. 
And it has arrived; not indeed from wit/tout, (as was expected) 
so much as from within ; not so much in the form of persecu~ 
tion, as in that of strife and hatred ; " brother has risen up 
again~t brother," and, in a more enlarged sense, " a man's foes 
are those of his own household." In the mean time, the enemies 
of Christianity were not idle. The infidel held up his face 
unblushing to the light ; and availing himself of the discord 
within the camp, by the offer of insidious aid, and feigned sym­
pathy, prevailed but too far with all partie:-1, while he in secret 
scoffed at their impious attempts to reconcile Christ with Belial. 

Is religion then on the decline in England ? We answer, No ! 
There is much ignorance, not a little indifference, much sin to 
m9urn over and lament ; but never at any period of their his­
tory, were the people of Great Britain more generally, sincerely, 
evangelically Christian, than they are now. This important 
truth is established by the unequivocal evidence of facts ; by the 
hundreds of thousands of pounds annually and cheerfully given 
for the support of missions, for the dissemination of the Scrip­
tures and of scriptural truth, fot· the relief of the destitute. 
for the instruction of the ignorant, and for other benevolent pur­
poses, unknown to pagan antiquity, but unfolded and enjoined 
in the word of God. It is established by the national grant of 
Twenty Millions, not for the building of pyramicht, but for the 
Emancipation of the Slave-a measure unparalleled in history 
or,-fable; but originated, carried forward, and completed by 
Christian philanthropy. There is still more evidence : new 
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churches and chapels are rising in every corner of the land; lay­
men vie with ministers in preaching the gla<l tidings of salvation; 
pious and self-denying missionaries select as their fiehl theohscure 
lanes of great cities, and the di,;tant and thinly-peopled portions 
of the country ; and exertions, on a scale of vastness never 
Lefore imagined, are made and making for the moral and reli­
gious instrnction of the rising generation. And Go<l has not 
left himself without a witne,;s Hen in our high places. He has 
ginn us an instructive lesson of lowly and confiding faith from 
the death-beds of Coleridg·e and Macintosh ; an<l it is not with­
out interest to see Lord Brougham leaving the stormy sea of 
politics to give his unsought and decided testimony to the truth 
of revelation, and Lord John Russel returning from the senate 
to join in humble and devout prayer with his own domestics. 
But over and above all these, we look, with feelings of deep 
thankfulness, to the new impulse, the revival oflife and energy, 
the serious and earnest devotion, which very generally pervade 
every sect and denomination in the Christian community. The 
flame burns, but it purifies ; for, though strife still rages, each 
party bears willing evidence to the spiritual improvement of the 
others. We have dwelt on this, because we have heard it ques­
tioned ; ancl we repeat, that though still far-very far from 
having due influence, Christianity, in spite of every sort of op­
position, is marching forward in her majestic and heaven-or­
dained progress, and was never more firmly rooted in the hearts 
of the people of ENG LA ND, than she is now. 

But ENGLAXD, though first, is not alone in the race ; FRANCE 

( Infidel FRANCE, as she has long been termed), has now her 
Bible and Tract Societies, her Missionaries, and her pious and 
evangelical Pastors, few, but fast increasing, burning with 
zeal in the good cause, and labouring with a blessing from 
on high. In GERMANY, Neology, like other systems of ii-­
religion, is on the wane ; the soil of LUTHER has no abiding 
place for such poisonous weeds; and her numerous and valu­
able contributions to critical and practical theology encourage 
us to hope, that she is again returning to the spirit of the six­
teenth century. From her came the ablest, the most <levoted, 
and the most successful Missionaries that ever laboured in tl1ese 
lands ; and even now the Germans are second to none in the 
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field. There is movement also, and in the right direction, over 
a consideral,le part of Roman Catholic Europe ; and, though the 
greater portion is shrouded in the horror of thick darkness, we 
know that the Sun of Righteousness will arise arnl shine in his 
own good time. AMF.RICA sends hei· testimony to the Truth 
in the many good and able men whom she is pouring, year 
after year, into Burmah, Ceylon, and Hindrn,ta.n ; but for a 
more particular notice of the progress of Christianity in that in­
teresting country we refer to another part of our work. 

The field of missions during the past year presents nothing 
particularly striking, but it is bright with promise. The 
blessed effects of the Gospel in New Zealand ; the progress 
of Christianity in the South Sea Islands, now freed from 
the mis-statements of enemies and the over-statements of 
friends, and brought out into the common light of day; 
the dangers averted by a gracious Providence from the 
Missionary settlements in South Africa ; the inspiriting, the 
glorious tidings from the \Vest Indies ; China lifting up her 
gates, that the Lord of Glory may enter in ; and the noble 
efforts of our American brethren in Burmah,-all must be well 
known to our readers, and all seem like a voice from Heaven 
saying to Christian countries, " Go ye up, and take possession 
of the land ; for ye are well able !" And we have reason to 
know that the voice is heard, and that the hearts of many are 
stirred up to set themselves apart for the service of Christ 
among the Heathen. 

In INDIA we have gained little in direct accession of strength; 
but indirectly the success has been very considerable. In this 
city alone, more than two thousand young Hindus, male and 
female, enjoy the benefits of a sound Christian education, con­
ducted or superintended by Missionaries themselves ; our 
native chapels are crowded with silent and attentive hearers ; 
and many of the most intelligent of the native youth are regu­
larly present at a series of lectures on Christian truth. Chris­
tian Boarding Schools have also lately come more under the 
notice of the public, and they are now slowly assuming that 
important station which so justly belongs to them. To meet 
the wants of the more advanced pupils in the English semina­
ries, the munificence of the London Tract Society has furnished 
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us with an Engfo1h Library of great excellence, selected from 
the writings of the most popular divines in ancient an<l modern 
times, some of which arc being ti·anslated into the vernacular 
languages, for the benefit of the g1·cat body of the people. But 
the most striking circumstance, in the course of the past year, 
is the rapid increase of English schools. They spring up every 
day, and almost everyone feels or expresses the warmest interest 
in their success*. In a field where so many now distinguish 
themselves, it may seem somewhat invidious to particularize ; 
yet the names of Messrs. Tnr-:vELYAN,,VrLKINSON and PATOK, 
and of Capt. J ENKINs in A'.sam, ought not to Le passed over 
in silence. The cause of Education is deeplv indebted to them, 
not only for their support and countenance, but for tlieir un­
spa1·ing personal exertions in those hours which many devote 
to rest or amusement. We wish them no higher reward than 
to see their labours successful. But we should ill discharge our 
duty, were we not to exp1·ess our fears, whether, any where, and 
most of all in India, any education is safe, which is not founded 
on religion; and we earnestly call upon our rearle1·s for their 
prayers, and for their utmost endeavours, that Christianity may 
go hand in hand with Knowledge, and that Education may be 
an inlet, not to Doubt, but to Faith. There is no insuperable 
difficulty on the side of the Natives; the "lion hy the way" 
is the apathy of the Christian Church. No less than four new 
schools have been lately offered for the superintendance of the 
General Assembly's Mission, in all of which the natives made 
no objection to the introduction of the Chri;;tian Scriptures. 

To conclude, at the close of the year, it is pleasant to look 
back with gratitude upon the past, and to n·flect, that, as 
Missionaries, our intercourse with each other has been like that 
of brethren, a communion of unmingled peace and hannon y ; our 

• In connection with this, we may mention, that a gentleman has lately 
sent the munificent donation of 1000 Rupees to the School-Book Society, 
to be divided into two prizes, one for the best work in English, and the 
other for the best translation into Hindui, ofa work exhibiting the advan­
tages of knowledge, as a means of improving a nation in a condition like 
that of India. Many other instances might be mentioned of the general 
interest felt amongst every class of society for the welfare of the 
Natives. 
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monthly meetings for pt·aycr and conversation have been plea­
sant, and, Wl' trnst, profitable to ourselves personally, and not 
without a corresponding influence upon out· labours. Each is 
Lenefitted by the experience of his neighbour, and, though dif­
fering conscientiously on certain points, we have lcarne<l to feel 
that we are engaged together in one cause, and the servants of 
the same bles:,;ed and glorious Master. We regret the unhappy 
dispntrs in Sonthern India, and more recently among the clergy 
of this Pre,9idency. It is to be hoped, that the bad effects will 
be temporary, and that they will not long Le permitted to inter­
rupt the harmony which has hitherto obtained among the people 
of Christ. 

lf we seem to have dwelt too long on the bright side of 
things, we would remind our readers, that there is a time for 
gladness, as well as for mourning ; and that thankfulness is not 
less a duty than repentance. There is enough, and more than 
enough, of vice and misery around us ; enough for despondence, 
and, were it not that the Lord is on our side, even for despair. 
Conscious of our own unworthine.~s and inefficiency, and, from 
the very va;;tncss of the work, feeling more deeply our own in­
significance, we need to encourage ou1· hearts hy the undoubted 
evidences of God's graciousness, and by anticipations of that 
success, which we know sooner or later awaits us, and for the 
progress of which we request the fervent prayers of every fol­
lower of the Redeemer. 

11.-The Connection between Geology and Natural Religion, 
by the Rev. E. Hitc!tcock, Profes.wn· of Chemistry and Na­
tuml Philosophy, Amherst College, U. S. A. 

W c lately received from the United States the only copy, 
we believe, in this country, of the following Essay on a highly 
interesting subject. Geology is a noble science, and we are 
happy to find, that it is receiving in so rich a fidd as India* the 
attention which it deserves. It is however yet in its infancy, 
and a much more extensive collection of facts and observations 
is needed, ere any consistent and permanent theory can be formed. 

" See recent Nos. of the Asiatic Journal for much interesting information oo this 
suhject.-Eo, 
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Were any of those hitherto published, therefore, found to favour 
Atlwism, it would give us Lut little concern. "\,Ve should 
recornmernl further re:,.earch ; and, in the mean tim<', rest in the 
persuasion, that, like otht>r branches of scieuce, Geology, when 
better understood, would prnvc the haudmaid to Piety. 8till, 
however, it ii,, satisfactory to notice, that even now Atheism 
ran derive no aid from (}eology, which, like lwr sister Astro­
nomy, not ouly cvi1h•11ces the existt>nce, but also greatly <'ularges 
our conceptions of the wisdom arnl goodneiss, of the grt>at First 
Cause. The following able and i11ten•sti11g Essay gives abundant 
evidence of this fart, aucl therefore, though 11ot plt>dging our.~elve"! 
for the accuracy of l'Very statement it contain,;, particularly in 
relation to Astronomy, we transfer it to our page.~ entire. It is 
very short, and contains matter to enchain the attention, and to 
stir up thought and reflection ; and appears well-fitted by its 
interesting and original details to become popular amongst 
every class of our readers. 

We may probably again revert to the su~jcct; and availing 
ourselves of the labours of the present writer, or our cori-espoml­
ents, hereafter consider Geology in its relation to Divine 
Revelation.-Eo. 

"The principles of geology have long heen rega1·ded not only as 
hostile to revealed truth, but as favourable to atheism. ' It is manifest,' 
says a very able and violent assailant of this science, 'that the mineral 
geology, considered as a science, can do as well without God, (though in 
a question concerning the origin of the earth,) as Lucretius did*.' And 
the geologists must indeed confess, that a number of their ablest writers 
some time ago, such for example as Hutton, did, intentionally or uninten. 
tionally, give a quite atheistical aspect to some of their most famous 
theories. And some of them, at the present day, exhibit in their works 
so entire a neg·lect of every allusion of a religious character, as to excite 
pain in e,•ery pious mind, and lead many to the conclusion that geology 
must be the fa\'ourite resort of irreligion: for, if, in this department of 
creation, the same evidence of Divine \Visdom is exhibited, as in other 
parts of the temple of nature, how is it possible that a man should devote 
his life to a description of its beautiful arches and columns, and yet make 
no allusion to the great Master Builder! 

"Under such circumstances, it would do no good for geologists to deny 
the irreligious tendency of their favourite science, unless they can show 
positi,•ely that it contains principles of a contrary tendency. Hitherto 
they seem almost without exception to have felt, that nothing was required 
of them, hut to show that atheism and infidelity do not naturally and 
necessarily sp1·ing from its principles. But it seems to us to be high 
time fo1· them to show that inferences favourable to religion may be 
derived from their science. And we apprehend, that it will be no difficult 
matter thus to invert the tables. \Ve propose to undertake the task : 
and hope to show, th;,t the student of natural theology will find the reco1·ds 
of geology no unfruitful som·ce of evidence as to the existence, pe1·fections, 
and plans of Jehovah. The bearings of this science upon revelation we 

• Penn's Comparative Estimate of the l\lineral am! Mo,aic11l Geologies. 
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pa~s hy fo1· the present, and propose to consider only its relation to natural 
theology. 

"The evidence of the Divine Existence, that strikes most minds with 
the greatest force, is the m,1thematical adaptation to one another of the 
various parts of creation, an(l the consequent µroportion and harmony of 
action hetween them. Hence ·geology cannot be rt>garded as affording at 
first view much palpable evidence of a Deity. F,11· we are struck, on 
examining its records, with the marks of ,lisorder and ruin which the 
crust of the earth and its surface exhibit. Ev,.rv where is seen the evi­
dence of violent agencies in former times, now dislocating the solid strata, 
elevating mountains, and pouring forth volcanic matter over the surface, 
and then anon sweeping that surface with deluge after deluge of tremen­
dou~ J)ower. The observer, who is accustomed to look on the regularity 
and harmony of the heavenly borlies, and their l)erfed adaptation to one 
another, and the harmoniou~ action of the organ, of plants an,1 animals, 
as proof of the existence and wisdom of a Fir~t Cause, fancies almost that 
he sees, in the irregularity an1l unbridled violence of geological phenomena, 
the agency of an antagonist cause ; or rather, the operation of blind 
chance. Hence it is that geologists have found it necessary to vindicate 
their science from the charge of atheistical tendencies. But, as has often 
been the case in other sciences, a more thorough acquaintance with 
geology is beginning to make it manifest, that the confusion and violence 
apparent in the strata are only necessary parts of a great and beautiful 
system of or,ler, by which the universe is sustained. \'Ve are beginning 
to find, that <lisorder and confusion respecting this subject exist rather in 
our own limite1l ullllersLandings than in the crust of the globe: or rather, 
we begin to see how in the vast plans of the Deity, he brings order and 
harmony out of apparent confusion and chance. 

' From seeming evil still educing good, 
And better thence again, and better still, 
ln infinite progression.' 

"Some unexpected revolutions of this kind we hope to be able to point 
out in geology : and if they furnish less striking proofs of the divine 
existence, they afford more striking illustrations of the attrihutes and 
plans of the Deity, than those cases where design and harmonious adapta­
tion are obvious at first sight. 

"In the fi1wt place, 9eolo9y furnishes evidence of direct and 1"epeated act, 
of creative power. 

" That the temperature of our globe, in early times, was much higher 
than at present, is a fact most firmly established. Indeed, very few 
geologists now doubt but that this heat was then so great as to melt the 
great mass of the globe. In the prngress of ages, this high temperature 
has been reduced to its present condition, and other changes have been 
meanwhile advancing. Nor can it be admitted, as some theorists suppose, 
that these changes constitute a revolving series, to which there is no proof 
of a beginning, no prospect of an end. For the crust of the globe does 
not exhibit evidence of more than two or three permauent states before 
the present: while the history of extinct animal and vegetable 11atures 
shows, in these successive conditions of the iclobe, a progress towards 
perfection. Hence we reasonably infer, that our planet had a beginning. 
And we infer the same from the fact, that an intensely heated globe could 
not have existed eternally in that condition; since it must have begun to 
radiate heat at the first. True, the existence of the matter of the globe 
in a dilferent condition, previous to the time when all the changes which 
it now presents commenced, is possible. But until the evidence of such 
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a prt>vious state can be di~covcrc,I, it is certainly philosophical to infer 
that it was then created out of nothing. 

"This i11fc.-ence dt>rives snppurt from another fact, which seems to be 
tuo cl1•arlv t>stahlished to a1lrnit of doulot ; viz., that ,lnrinl{ the changes 
which the· glohe has un,lergorw, since its original production out of nothiug, 
several dt•,tl'llctions a11d snhscq,wnt new cre;1tions nf animals and plants 
l11H·e takt>n plac,•. J\lo~t ~eolo~ists sup1•ost>, that they ran trace in tl,e 
org-anic remains containPd i11 the mcks as many as four 01· five distinct 
epochs of rniu au,! rcnell',11; that is, whole groups have been at once 
swept from existence hy sotnf' powerful catastrophe, ancl their places 
~npplie,I hy ot.hl'r races called into existence hy the crt>ati\"C fiat of the 
Alrnig-hly. Some geologists, ho,vc1•er, suppo-c, that the species have 
gradually hccome extinct., without a special catastrophe, just as species 
,lo now occasionally disappear from particulal' countries, aml even from 
the fal'c of the glohe: an examplt> of which is the Dodo of New Holland. 
But all l\"l'iters agn•e, that a vast number of species of plants and animals, 
some of them of enormous size, which formerly flourished, have disappeared. 
Imperfect aml limite,I as our knowledge of organic remains must yet be, 
thP most re,'.ent catalo~ues contain not far from 6000 species; not more 
than 600 of which can now he found alive on the earth. And indeecl, it is 
ral'e to find a sing-le species, ancl but few genera, identical with those now 
lil'ing, as low down in the series of rocks as the secondary class: so that 
it is only in the superficial gravels and clay beds which cover the earth's 
sul'face, that we find exi,ting species; while nearly all those found in the 
solid rocks, have disappeared, and other tribes ha,·e taken their place. 
And although there is some disagreement among geologis's, as to the 
number of entire changes that have taken place in the earth's inhabitants, 
yet all agree that some such renewals of animal ar.,I vegetahle life i,,p•e 
occurred. The tt>rtiary formations, for instance, contain not a single 
species that is found in the secondary rocks immerliately beneath them. 
And some of the secondary groups of rocks that m·e somewhat sppamted 
from one another, contain not one species that is common to holh. 

"Now is it possible to explain these facts without admitting repeatoil 
acts of creative power to ha,·e taken place since the 01·ig-i11al prc1,luctio11 of 
the earth out of nothing? If the presont races of a,1imals anJ plants 
existed on the globe from the earliest times, it is incredible that non° of 
their remains should occur in a petrified state. The fact is, as the records 
,,f geoloiry ahunrlantly testify, that such was the condition of the glohe in 
thnsc early times, as to tempernture, and in other repects, that our presr.nt 
1·act>s of aninwls and pla11ts cunltl not have existe,I then. On the othe1· 
h:111cl, such \\'as the 11at111·e of these primeval beings, that they l'Ould 11ot 
Jin• now: so that tht're is no prohahility that many of them, if any, will 
yet 1,e f"onrul in the deep reresses of the ocean, and of unexplored co11ti11c11ts. 
\Ve are forcr<i then to the conclusion, that new creations of µlauts and 
animals must have taken )'lace in past ages; their natures hei11g adapted 
to the different conditions of the glohe at different periods. 

"The recently de,•eloped -principles of comparative anatomy-an indis. 
pensahle auxiliary to µ-!'ology-throw new light upon the snhject of 
successi\·e c1·eatio11s, and estabiish the conclusions above marle. They 
teach us that so e,-actly balanced are the different species of animals 
among themselves, ancl so nicely adapted are their con,titutions and 
habits to the surrounding elements, that such as al'e found eutomhed in 
tl,e rocks, being so unlike in their structure and habits to those now living, 
conld not have had a contemporan<'ous existence; but mnst have formetl 
sP,·eral distinct gruup~; Ii, ini;- on the globe while it was in wiflt>l\• different 
conditions as to tern11er11turt>, surface, and 1·egetation. ' \Vhether we 
make the mo~t superfil'ial or mo~t profound examination of animal~ in their 
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natural state,' savs Sir Charles Bell, ' we shall find that the \'at·ieties 
arl' 80 halanccd a~ to ensure the existence of all. This, we think, goes 
far to explain, first, why the remains of cl'rt,lin animal, are fouml in 
certain strata, which imply a peculiar condition of the earth's surface ; 
;md 8econdly, why these animals are found g-rouped togethe~. For, as we 
may exprcs,; it, if there hail been an e1·1·01· in the grouping, there must 
h,n•e l,een a destrnctiou of the whole ; the balance which is necessary to 
their existence ha\'ing heen destroyed".' 

" Lang1rnge is sometimes used hy distinguishetl naturalists of the present 
da~•, which may he understood to imply (though I exceedingly <loubt 
whether such is their actual helief), that there is in the laws of nature a 
power for the production or creation of new speciP~ of animals and plants, 
as well as for the pxtinction of old one,. ' The hypothesis of the gradual 
l'xtinction of certain animals a111I pl;ont,, awl tlu• successi\"C i11tro1luction 
of new ~pecies,' says one, 'is quite cousistt'nt with all that is known of 
the existing economy of the animat.P worltlt.' ' The oltliterat.ion of cer­
tain forms of animal life, (and perhaps the creation of new ones,) sa,·s 
another, 'appears to lie deperuli•nt on a law in the economy of natu~e, 
which is still in active operation!.' No special Di,,ine A~ency is repre­
sented in such passages as any more necessary for the production of new 
species, than for the extinction of old ones, which we know may be the 
result of natural operations: and here lies ou1· ohjection to such state­
ments. For the production of new forms of animal and vegetable life 
must he regarded, as it e,·er has been, as the highest and most astonishing 
exercise of creative power: and if that power can lie supposed to reside 
in the laws of nature, it seems to us that there is no phenomenon in the 
universe that vrill require a higher power: and we are reduced at once to 
materialism an,\ atheism. ,v e are awHre, indeed, that modern resea1·ches 
concerning the production of some of the lowest tribes of animals and 
plunts, show a 1·e1·y remarkable connection between the play of chemical 
affinities and the mode of existence; so that the same matter subjected 
to diffrrent chemical agencies, will produce different forms of existence§. 
Rut in all these cases, both vegeta\Jle and animal life are in their lowest 
forms of development; and even here (much less in more perfect ani­
mals and plants) there is not the least el'idence that the vital principle 
is evrr communicated \Jy any othe1· power than that of Almighty God. 
The kind of life which He imparts may vary with the chemical constitu­
tion of the material oiganization, without proving at all that he lias 
resigned the 11owe1· of bestowing 1·itality into the hands of nature. ' El'et·y 
thing,' says the distinguished anatomist whom we have already quoted, 
' declares the ~pecies to have its orig·in in a distinct creation, not in a gl'a­
dual variation from some original type; and any other hypothesis than 
that of a new creation of a11imals suited to the successii-e changes in t.lie 
inorganic matter of the globe-the condition of the wall'r, atmosphere 
and temperature-hrinl,!s with it only an al'cumulation of difficultiesll.' 

" It is the opinion of not a few distiuguished naturalists, that the histoi·v 
of the distribution of the species of animals and plants on the eai·tl; 
renders it certain, that if ove1· the wl111le glohe thev wel'C destroveci 
(except those in the ark) hy the last deluge, a large 1;roporlion of those 
now existing must ha,·e been cn•atc,I suhse11ueut to that eveut. And we 
really du not see how such a conclusion can be avoided ; although we ha,, 8 

• Mechanism of the Hand, p. 3'3, 
t Lyell's Principles of Geology, vol. iii. p. 30. London, 1833. 
! \lantell's Geology of the S. East of England, p. 357, London, 1833. 
§ Lindley's Natural System of Botany, p. :125 et seq. New-York, l~Jl. 
II Mechanifm of the hand, p, 115. 
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no time to de,·elope the suhject in tliis place. Nor can we stop here, 
evl'n wert• it rele,•ant to the suhject, tn show that such a view is easily 
1·econcileable with the Mosaic historv. n· e onlv r<'mark, that the numer­
ous extinctions and renewals of anin1al arul veg-et.ah I(! life, that ha,\ taken 
place on the globe previous to this last cata~trophe, alfor,I an analogical 
Rrgument that this also might hal'e ht•en sracceedt>tl hv a similar exhihition 
of creative energy. The cases, alrp;uly atl1h1c<'1l fro111 the i>arlier history of 
the globe, of succi>ssil'e creative acts, reruli>r it. unnecessary, however, to 
resort to any example at all prohlematical. The suujcct, however, is so 
full of internst that we rnav ri>~111ne it at a future time. 

"The mathematida11, I>r. Hutton, could sec nothinl!," in the revolutions 
which the crust of the gloue has uuder~nne, hut an etern:11 series of 
changes, whe1·e the two nnlltgonist princi11lt>s of lire and water· hm·e heen 
in l'easeless 011erntion; the latter to wear down continents, and convey 
their detritus to the ocean, and the former, to elevate new continents from 
the deep. In the meclmnism of the heavens, he thought he saw a corre­
sporulent series of revolutions, in which those very disturhing forces that 
seemed to threaten ruin to the system, by acting periodically in different 
directions, are made to give to the movement of the planets unending 
permanency. Thus he exchuled all evidence of a creative and superintend­
ing agency from astronomy and geology ; and this atheistical view of 
thi>se sciences seems to have been hut too generally admitted. But in the 
powerful language of Dr. i\facculloch, ' the mathematician, accustomed 
to the sole contemplation of his own science, has forgotten that the laws 
of mechanic8 compl"ise but one of the two great powers in the univer~e. 
Chemistry is the other right lrnnd of the Creator: the sources of change, 
the joint governor with mechanics; the opposing power, when its power 
is ri>t1uire(I. This mathematician, writing on geology, should not have 
forgotten that: as a mere astronomer, he ought not; for that Chemistry is 
acting in the comets and in the sun, as it has acted and is acting in every 
planetary and solar hody throughout the uuiverse"'.' Nor was this 
mathematician aware of what geologists now admit, that the successive 
changes to which the earth has been subject, have heen improvements 
in its condition as a habitable world; nor that there has been a corre­
spondent advance towards perfection in the natures of the animals and 
plants which have bt>en placed on it ; nor that these races have been 
several times destroyed and renewed. In astronomy too, recent discoverie~ 
have rendered it extremely probable that there exist disturbing causes 
in the pl,metary spaces, ,vhich must ine,·itably produce ultimate derange­
ment and ruin among the heavenly bodies ; and, therefore, the present 
order among the heavenly bodies had a beginningt. Thus have the tables 
heen completely turned on this suhject; and astronomy and geology, 
especially the latter, c•mrluct us hack to the very act of creative power 
by which the universe was produced. And this is what no other science 
can do. 

"2. Geokigy furnishes proof, both of the general superintending pro1Jidence 
of God over our globe, and also of special interference from time to time with 
the u1ual order of things upon its IJUrface. 

"In spite of all the catastrophes and ch1mges which the crust of the globe 
ha8 undergone, the distu1·bing agencies have never been permitted to pass 
certain limits, nor to inter1·upt the general order, nor to interfere with 
the general good. Every change, however sudden and violent, appears to 
have been adapted to promote some important eod in relation to the 

• Macculloch'i System of Geology, vol. i. p. 510, London, 1831. 
t Whewell's Bridgewater Treatise. 
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animals and J•lants which ha\'e flourished on our planet. To presel've a 
prf>Jll'I' balam·e among· s11ch powerful agencies, a11d to make :q1parent 
disorder 1111d confuRion subsen•e the gt>neral goo1I, is s111·ely t>vide11ce of a 
tli,·ine superintendence, which only i11finite wisdom, directing infinite 
power, can t'xercise. \Vhen events follow thei1· causes with mathematical 
certaint v, and we can ~ee the infallible connect.ion betwet•n antecedent 
a11d con~eque11t, we are apt to fed as if we nee1l look to 110 higher powe1· 
than that whirh l'esides in nature, to .-xplain phenomena, and the idea of a 
Ui\'ine Snptrintendence fails to impress us, because we see no need of 
such nn 01·rr-ruling power. llut when we see the powerful agencies of 
nature breaking forth at irregula1· intervals, as if for the d,•strnction of the 
w01·ld, and ruin actually follows, yet on morP thornugh research we find 
these destructive a!{encies to have their limits a~signed them, and to he 
suhervient to importaut ends, our sense uf the nee<I of a superi11tending 
Providence j!reatlv iucn•ast•s, as well as our admiration of the wisdom 
which can employ i"n~truments of destruction for the presl'rl'atio11, security, 
and happiness of the universe. 

"Now such a l'iew of Di,·ine Provi1lenee as this, 1,rcol11gy presents. It 
does more. It furnishes us with exampL•s of a spel'ial or 11artic11lar 
Pr,11·idence. It shows us that the regular order of event, 011 this globe 
has been repeatedly interfpre,I with. It informs 1i,; of several successive 
corulitions of the globe, each different from that which precede,! it, and 
furnished with new and peculiar races of animals and plants. The fact 
seems to ha\'e been, that the changes which the globe 11n1lerwPnt from epoch 
to epoch, rendered it nel'essary to repeoplc it from time to time with new 
race~, whose natures were adapte1l to a 11ew c,111ditio11 of thing-s. Now it 
is not difficult to conceive how these rnriatious in the condition of the 
globe should ha\'e gradually destroyed the rael's of plants and animals that 
"ere adavted only to a particular state, as to temperature, climate, water, 
&c. eHn without the aid of such su<l,lcu and ,·iolent catastrophes as we 
ha,·e reason to believe dicl actually oi:cur. But how, without falling into 
the grossest materialism, can we account. fur the repeopling of the re­
novated earth, without admitting a new and special act of creation? Sir 
haac Newto11 has said, th.~t 'the growth of new ')'Sterns out of old ones, 
without the mediation of a Divine Power, is absurd:· superlatively 
absurd, we may add, if the new system he stocked by new races of plants 
an,l animals. Even if we admit what some geologists maintain, (although 
we think incorrectly,) that species become gmd11ull_11 extinct, and are from 
time to time, replaced by new ones, still we perceive, that tl,e same 
necessity exists for Divine interference; nay, acconling to this view, a 
new creation takes place a thousand times more fretJuently than the other 
supposition renders necessary. 

"If these views a1·e correct, they exhibit to us a more impressive exliibi­
tion of a special Divine Providence than can be derived from any other 
department of science. They can-y us back to the period when the 
universe was produced out of nothing, and present the Ddty to us, not 
as withdrawing from the vast machine of nature, as if it contained within 
itself the power to regulate aud sustain, but watching over it, dil'ect­
ing all its movements, and from time to time fitting it up anew for neiv 
purposes, just as really and a~siduously as any human artist does in rela­
tion to a machine of his own contrivance and construction. And these we 
think are fair inforences from a science, which many good men have 
regartled, and still regard, as favourable to atheism! It is curio~ too, 
tlwt those ,·ery revolutions on the glohe, disclosed by this science, behind 
which athcistical minds once entrenched themselves, should be found on a 
nearer inspection to be inscribed all over with the doctrine of a Special 
Pro\'idence ! 
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" It ought. riot to be forgotten too, that the past special interference of 
the D,•ity, with the rl'gular s<>quence of events on the glohe, is an earnest 
of a similar interfel'tmce in future. should His puq,oses require. And 
since we now see in slow t)l·ogres~ the same c,mses which preceded fol'lner 
revolutions, we deril'e from henc,, a presum11tio11 in favor of the opinion, 
that Go1I may hereafter put forth the like renovating ar11I new creating 
energy. The presum11tion extends too, to other acts of special interfer­
ence, such as miracles and revl'lat.ions. So that the legit iniate effect of 
geology is to prepare the mind for the disclosures of tlw Bihle. 

"3. Geolo!J.1/ f111·nishes n1tmerow; illu,·lmtious of the Di1Ji11e Henevole11ce. 
" I. It is illusti·ated br the nature of the soil resulting from the decom­

po~ition of the l'arious 1'01,ks. Such decomposition, it is well known, is the 
orig·in of all soil: and we can see no reason in the naturt! of things, why 
the materials furnished by this pl'Ocess of disintegration should be adapte1l 
to the growth of those plants that are necessary for the ~ustenance and 
comfort of anirn:ils. Hut such is almost unive1·sally the case. True, there 
ai·e wide deserts: but otl11n· causes, (the chief of which is a periodical 
deficiency of moisture,) besides the want of power to sustain veget,ttion, 
mainly contribute to make them such. And in this adaptedness of soils 
for so great a variety of plants as arn necessary for the suJ>port oi a fa1· 
greater variety of animal natures, we think we see a clear indication of 
Divine Benevolence. 

" 2. \Ve discornr similar indications in the disruption, elevation, dislo­
catiiln, anJ ove1·turning of the 1·ocks in the crust of the globe. \Vith fow 
exceptions, the stratified rocks were originally deposited in a nearly hori­
zontal position. But we now lind them, the older strata especially, tilted 
up at all angles, and di,•ided by numel'Ous fissures, along which extensive 
lateral, vertical, and oblique movements ha,•e taken place ; whereby the 
continuity of their layers has been destroyed, their edges made to ove1·lap, 
and often whole mountain,; to exhibit the appearance of a mighty ruin. 
Into these fissures the unstratified rocks have been protruded in every 
possible mode, and are often piled up in the most irregular manner upon 
the stratifil!d 1·ocks ; so tlmt the impres,ion made UflOII the mind of the 
obsen·1•r is altogether one of the wildest disorder and desolation. \Ve 
can har,lly a1·oid the inference, that when we compare all this confusion 
with the h1~autiful ordt'l' and harmony which nature in all he1· other produc­
tions exhibits, that we have at length got into the 1·egion of ' chaos and old 
night;' and that it is the wreck of c1·eation which we see; the terrific me­
mentos perhaps of some former JJenal infliction upon a ~·uilty 1·ac,f''. But 
ou1· impressions and inferences a1·e hasty and erroneous. Tlw sc~ne before 
ns is onlv a new mode for the exhibition of Divine slcill ar11I henevolence. 
Suppose· the strata had been left in a horizontal position. Oue of the 
consettuences would have beeu, that all, or nearly all tho,e btd; an<l veins 
of limestone, c11al, and metallic ores, that are now so extensi\'ely wrought 
in almost evel'y country, would have remained for ever hidden in the depths 
of the earth. Hut the elevation and dislocation of the strata bring them 
to view, and facilitate their exploration. Now conside1· what would be the 
condition of man, if deprived of lime, coal, and the metals! \Vas there no 
design, no benevolence, then, in the means by which they were brought 
within the reach of man? 

" 3. Design and benevolence are exhibited in the production and 
arrangement of the valleys that chequer the earth's surface. And most 

" Such is the view taken of these facts in Gisborne's otherwise excellent 
treatise, entitled • The Testimony of Natural Theology to Christianity.' All 
this confusion he imputes to the Noachian deluge : an opinion which is 
cnLirely disproved by the whole re110rde of geology. 
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of these ,•alleys were originally produce,! hy the same elevating and 
dislocating agency which we h;1,·,\ seen to he so servi,,eable in other 
respects. For had the strata never heen thrnwn up anti disarrangt>d, the 
earth's surface must have rem;iint'd a 1lea<l lt>vt>I; and the sea woultl have 
ro,·Pre1I the whole of it. 0.-, if we suppose dry land to have existed, yet 
without ,·alleys, water could have existed on it only in stagnant ponds and 
lakes. Morasses and the rank vegetation of low and wet regions would 
l,an filled till' lltmo~phere with pestilenti,il miasms; and, indeC'd, have 
rendered the l{lohe uninhabitable hy such natures as now dwell upon it. 
In consi•,ptence of the existence of vall,•ys, tl1e water, rnised hy evapora­
tion, aud falling 1111011 the mountains, fin,ls it, way to the great ocean ; 
kC'e11ing itsC'lf ,111<1 the atmosphere pure hy its a!!:itations, affording a 
wholesome lwv1•rng1• to all class.•, of auimals, arul sustPnance to the whole 
vegt>tahlc> kin,~1lom ; an<l ai,lin°' irHL thousand ways to fill the wol'ld with 
heauty, life, :u11l hal'pinl's,. B11t without sud1 an arrangement of valley,i 
as now tlin•rsify its surface, this great system of ci1·culatio11 could not be 
carried on. 

" All existing valle1•s, howrver, cannot he imputed to the original eleva­
tion and 11isrnption of the strata. But in this motle were most of them 
commencC'd: tlwuµ-h without subse<JUt'nt modification, they wouM have 
been only frightful rocky chasms. Powt>rful diluvial and lluvial action, 
therefort>, has heen repeatedly permitted to opernte upon the sides anti 
bottoms of these valleys, to wt>ar away ttn,ir angular projections, and fill 
up their deep and itTC'gular cavities with soil, so as to give them those 
pleasing curves which most of them now exhihit, and to render them capa­
ble of cultivation. In mo~t level countries this diluvial and flu vial agency 
has produced all the valleys that exist, and which are generally sufficient 
to form the beds of rivers, and redeem their banks from waste and desola­
tion. 

" ,v e find then, that we are indehted to the volcanic power within the 
earth, and to the aqueous agency that has so repeatedly and powerfully 
swept over its surface, not only for bl'inging to the light of t.!ay the mine­
ral resources of the glohe, but for all that diversity of s·1rface which gives 
so much beauty and grandeur to the landscape, and is indispensahle for 
the circulation of a fluid whose motion is prolific of beauty and life, but 
whose stagnation is death. Can we any longer douht, that there is design 
:md benevolence in the apparent disorder and ruin of the crustofourglobe? 
Surely here is design in the midst of confosion ; heauty spreads m·er a 
scene, which, under another aspect, seemed but d!'solat.ion and ruin, and 
the kind visage of benevolence beams upon us, where just before we saw 
only the flashes of an avenging Deity's wrath. 

" 4, \Ve derive another evidence of Divine Benevolence from the rno1le 
in which metallic ores a1·e distributed among tire rocks. If the g1·eat mass 
of the globe has heen formerly in a state of fusion, as neady all geologist!! 
now admit, the useful metals, being for the most part the heaviest mate­
rials of the earth, would hal'e occupied the centre, and become envt>loped 
by rocks and earth, so as to be for eve1· inaccessihle to man. But either 
through tire expnnsi,·e force of intel'llal fires, or by suhlimatio11 from the 
same cause, or hy the operation of galvanic agents, or in some other un­
known m!'thod, a portion of these metals is dispo,ed in the form of veins in 
nearly all the rocks at tire surface. That the great mass of these metals is 
actually accumulated in tire central parts of the globe is probable from 
the very gre;it specific grnvity (ahout twice that of granite) of the inter­
nal portions of the earth. Now what but Divine Benevolence should thus, 
in a11pare11t opposition to gra,·ity, have forcet.! towards the surface just 
enough of the metals to serve the important purposes ofhum,m society for 
which they are employed ? They might have been thrown in immens~ 
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masses, and in a metallic state, over that surface ; but the fact that i11<lu~tl'y 
alone can now obtain them, is another proof of desig-11 nnJ lwnevolence ; 
sim·e this ,•irtue is of more importance to human happiness than even the 
metals. 

" Anti is not the relative prnportiou a~ to <('l'IUtity in which the differ­
ent metals are found, another t•v itll•nce of the prov i<lent foresil{ht and 
lienevolent care of the Deity? Iron, hy far Lhe most useful, is far 
the most ahumlant, aud most ea,ily accessible Of lead and cop­
per, which are exh·emely important, but not so indispensable as iron, 
there is no lack at a moderate price. A ml as we 11roeec1I along the 
scale of the useful metal,, we shall find for the 1110,t part, that the 
quantity of the mt'tal is proportioned to its utility. The very scarcity of 
gold arul siher g-in:-s them their value: for were they as ahun<lant as iron, 
their use as a circulating me11ium must he abandoned. Yet scar·ce a~ they 
are, their astonishing ductility and malleability euallle the artist to spread 
them 01·e1· au imnwnse extent of surface, and thus to employ their most 
vahmllle pl'Operty, that of resisting oxidation, on a scale nearly commen­
surate with the wishes of man. In all these facts, can we fail to recognize 
a wisrlom and benevolence which God only can possess? 

" 5. The a<'cumulation of rock salt, gypsum, limestone, aml coal in the 
earth, in past ages, affords another exhibition of Divine Foresight aud 
Benevolence. Geologists are agreed, that all these suhstances were pro­
duced in a gradual manner; though as to the mode in which the two 
former were accumulated, they have not the most satisfactory evidence: 
but the origin of the various species of coal -lignite, hiturninous coal, anrl 
anthracite-seems now to he clearly understood. All of it had a vegetallle 
or.gin. The dense tropical forests that covered all parts of the globe in 
the earli.-st times have become converted, in the course of ages, into this 
most useful substance. If a superior but finite heing had heheld this 
world, while yet only a sparse µopulatiou of animals of infe1·ior grade 
inhahited it, he might have thought it strange that such a vast superfluity 
of vegetation should cover its surface. But God was thus providing for the 
wants of future and superior races of beings. \Vhen man should in 
after times be multiplied in all lands, and forests should be swept away to 
make room for him, a supply of other fuel than the existing vegetation 
would he necessary for his comfort, and the 11erfection of society. God, 
therefore, provided lleforehand for this exigency, by rendering the earth 
pl'Olific in such a vt!getation "" would lie converted into coal by the slow 
µroce~ses of nature. He buried this t1·t!asure in the earth, by mllans of 
aqueous a.nd rnlcanic agencies, and permitted these same agencies to place 
it within the reach of human industry against the prope1· time. Who can 
<louht hut this is an examplt! of Divine pl'Ospective Benevolence? We see 
in it tl,e providence of a kind Father, laying up a storll for the support of 
his future olfs11l'ing. Aud ·we leam from it, not to judge hastily of the 
ultimate designs of the Deity from present appearance,. \\'hat seem,; 
superfluous now, or ill adapted to ou1· present condition, may lie intended 
for the comfort and happiness of other bein;;s millions of ages heuce. 

' In human works, though laboured on with pain, 
A thousand movements scarce one object gain : 
In God's one single can its end produce, 
Yet srrms to second too some other use.' 

" The 1,i,tory of the formation of limestone conducts us to similar 
conrlusions. Fo_r the_ most pa!·t tl1is ~uhst~nce appears to be originally 
prod_uce<l hy rnnnne a1111nal~ ; (,od havmg given them the power, either to 
ol,ta,n it lly decompo11ing those ~alts of lime which tl,e waters hold in 
i-olution, or hy some unknown chemistry to form it anew out of more 
~1mple elements. \\Tith the lime obtained in this mysterious manner 
these animals construct their habitations; the most remarkable of which 
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nre thl' coral reefs which at pl'esrnt strl'tch over so many degre~s of 
latitude and lon~·itudl', for111in14" the basis of 1111111erous isl~mls in the 
Pacific ( kean, and are the work of certain minute polyparia. Forsaken at 
ll'll"tl• hv the animals, these coral structures uecome b11rit>4l in the earth, 
:1ml thci·~ in the course of ;1~es are mixed with other substances, and 
suhje,·.ted sometimes to partial 01· cumplPte fusion, where)>)' they become 
con,·ertt>rl into the different vai·ieties of limestone now found in the earth's 
cmst. Ami it is a curious fact, that the quantity of limestone in the earth 
seems to have been gradually increasing from the earliest times ; so that 
the accumulated stot·e is now abundantly sufficient for the fullest popula­
tion that the globe can sustain. 

" 6. \Ve reirard the existence of volcanoes ns evidential of Dh·ine 
Benevolence. \Ve have already pointed out incidentally several important 
objects that have been accomplished in past aires by volcanic power, in 
the elerntion of continents, the formation of rnlleys, :md prntrusion tu the 
surface of useful minerals. But we refer now to the 11ctive and not extinct 
volcanoes. And thesP, we are aware, are almost universally rt>g-ar,led i,s 
exhihitions of the displeasure of God, rather than of his bcnernlence. It 
is, indeed, trne, that ther are often terrific exhibitions of his power; 
and when He employs them as penal inflictions, they sig-nally manift>st the 
sterner features of the Divine character. Yet we maintain, that the design 
of volcanoes is to preserve and not to 4lestroy. They have been dPnominat. 
ed 'the safety valves of our 1-{lohe :' and thi~ quaint exp1·ession conveys 
a forcible i,le:1 of what we mean by the benernlcnt design of this mighty 
agency. If it he incleerl true, as most geolo~ists now a1lmit, that even 
at this day, the t'arth contains extensive accumulations of intensely heated 
mattt•r, emhracing perhaps all its central part,; then may it be literally 
true that volcanoes are the safety valves of the rlobe. For if such molten 
re,t>rvoirs rlo not occasionnlly have Yent, the rnpour and gases generntc<l 
within them would hurst the globe asunde1·. The phenomena of earth­
quakes aclmonish us of the consequences of closing these valves: for they 
are produced by the struggles of these vapours and gases to escape; and 
until they rlo Ps<!ape throuirh volcanic vents, they heave and fissure the 
solid strata o,·er whole continents ; and in 1mst days, they have been far 
more clt>strnctive to property and life than volcanoes. But so soon as the 
force is suffident to lift the safl•ty valve, that is, to uncap the volcano, 
the earthquake ceases. Let the ,·alve be heavy enough, and the eal'th 
would ere long be blown to atoms. To prevent such a catastrophe, God 
has scattered more than two hundred of these safetv valves over its surfacP. 

It will prohably be askerl, why God could not have put in operation an 
agency that would have afforded the requisite security, unattended by that 
terrific waste of life and comfort which has followed in the traclc of volca. 
noes. \Ve see no l'eason, indeed, why he could not have spcured the goo,l 
without the evil. But the same difficulty meets the stu4lent of natural 
theology at every step of his progress. To solve it, is to do nothing else 
than to determine why God pt>rmits evil at all : a question that has 
hitherto pt'oved too deep for the human understanding. But in evf'rr 
case where any contrivance is mlapted to produce more good than 
evil, we reasonahly infer the benevolence of the design. Anrl even in the 
case of volcanoes, no one ran imagine that the occasional loss of a few lives 
is n mattPt· of so much impm·tance as the security of the whole globe, 
which is thereby obtai11e4I. \Vhen we can ascertain why <.orl permits p\'il 
at all, we can answer the quC'stion, why in this case he does not afford the 
security without the atten,lant mischief. 

" 7. Finally, the adaptation of the natures of cliff'erl'nt groups of ani­
mals to the ditft!rent states of the globe, in pa:;t times, affords evidence of 
Divine Bene\'olence. 
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"So peculiar was the structure. nn1l in many cases, so enormous was the 
size, of the ,rnimal~ found in a fossil state, tliat we are apt to regard them 
as exrl'ptio11s to the usual beauty and proportion of nature, a sort of half­
formed aml monstrous creation, corresponding rathe1· to the ancient 
opinions of chaos than to the order aml harmony of the existing world. The 
alli!l"ator~ and rrocodilt>s of these times are ml're pigmies when compared 
with the ple,iosaurns, the ichtbyosaurns, the megalosaurus, and the i1ru11-
no1lor1 of the ancitmt w01·ld. ' Imagine an animal of the lizard tribe,' 
savs l\lr. Mantell,' three or four times as large as the largest crocodile, 
havinir jaws, with teeth ecpml in sizl' to the incisors of the rhinoceros, and 
crested with horns ;-such a creature must ha,·e b1•en the iguanorlon ! Nur 
were the inbahitants of the waters much less wonderful : witness the 
plesiosauru•, which only required wings to be a flying dragon.'-Yet, one 
of the most distingnbhed anatomists of the prest>nt day says on this sub­
ject, that ' the animals of the antediluvian world we1·e not monsters; there 
was no )usus or extrnvag-ance. Hideous as they appear to us, and like the 
phantoms of a dream, they were adapted to the condition of the earth 
when they existed".' 'Judging by these indications of the habits of the 
animals, we acquire a knowledge of the conditil)Jl of the earth during their 
period of existence ; that it was suited at one time to the scaly tribe of 
the lacertre, with laniruid motion; at another, to animals of higher orga­
nization, with more varied and lively habits; and finally, we learn, that at 
any period previous to man's creation, the surface of the earth would have 
been unsuitable to himt.' 

"Here then do we see the overflowing benevolence of the Deity. He 
was fitting up this world for the futu1·e residence of intellectual and 
moral beings; and he chose to do it, not by a miracle, but by the sole 
agency of natural causes. But must the wol'ld during this immense period 
remain an uninhabited waste ? Benevolence could not permit it; and 
infinite power put forth its energies, under the guidance of infinite wisdom, 
to create we know not how many myriads of beings, with natures adapted 
to the semi.chaotic condition of the earth: and when that condition had 
become so altered that the first group of animals could no longer flourish, 
or be happy upon it, he suffered them to become extinct, and put forth 
again the crrative energies of the Godhead to produce a second and more 
perfect race: then succeeded a third, and probably a fourth ; more and 
more perfect in their organization, until at last man, with the existing 
inferior tribes, was brought into being; because creation around him had 
assumed such a condition as was fitted to their natures. 

" Such are the beautiful displays of Divine Bene1•olence that meet us 
in that ancient field of geological research, which scepticism has heretofo1·e 
desr1·ibed as covered over with the formless monuments of bliml chance 
and fate ; and which piety has supposed to be consecrated to atheism ! 

" 4. Geology enlarges our conceptions of the plans of the Deity. 
" Here we must admit in the ou.tset, that a belief in periods of time 

immensely long, during which geological changes have been developing, 
is the fundamental idea that enlarges our conceptions of the plans of 
Jehovah. But what man, acquainted with the present state of geology, 
doubts that such periods of duration have actually intervened since the 
earth's creation? In whatever other respects geologists disaaree, all, we 
believe, who are practically acquainted with the subject, coir~cide in this 
opinion. We can conceive how a man should persuade himself from the 
study of geology in the cabinet, that the revolutions of the globe have 
demanded but a few thousand rears for their development ; or that 
all the rocks should have been created in a moment in the condition in 

" Bell's Bridgewater Treatise, p. 35. t Idem, p. 31. 
y D 
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which \t"f' now fiml lhE'm: but we cannot imng-ine how any intelligent mlln 
!-houl1l maintain such opinions, after having t•x:iminerl the strata in the 
rn, 1111t:ii11,, :.1111 l'Ompan•d thr strata which are now :1c('U111ulating on the 
fllltl,'s ,urfal'l' with tho,e that are r111isoli1h1t.•d. The conclusion from 
Audi ;in P:'rnmination St't'ms to us irrt•sistil,lP, that p!'riods of timE', 1tlmost 
too ,:-n•at for hur1111n po" p1·s to rstinrntP, ha\'e ht•en t·mployed since the 
ori~i11al nration of 011r !!·lol,r, to hring- it into its prt>st>nt ,tale. • Let 
u~ 1·011t,,mplatc timr,' says Dr. i\l:1nul10t,h, ' as it relates to the creation, 
and not to oursehes, 111111 \l'e ~h;,ll 110 longer hr a1'·nne,I at that which the 
history of tl,e rarth demands. E,·ery chan~e which it has undrrgone has 
rPqui;E'd time: every new deposition of roliks has been the work of ages, 
:uul the sum of these is the duration ,1 hich has heen reviewl'd; altlwugh 
this is possibly but a small space c<>mpare,I to that through which it has 
existt>d as a planetary g-luhe.'-' \\'ho indrt'tl can sum thesl' serit>s? the 
data are not in our powpr: yet we can ai(I conj,•ctures. The Kreat ti·act of 
peat llfar Stirliu~ has 1lema11dt>1I two tlwus:uul p•ars; for its regi~try is 
111·eservt>d hy the Roman works helow it. It is but a single hed of coal : 
i:ihall we multiply it hy a hu1ulred? we shall not exct>etl, far from it, did 
we allow t" o humlretl thousand years for the production of the coal series 
of Newi:a,tle, with all its rocky strata. A Scottish lake (loes not shoal at 
the rnte of half a foot in a ct>ntury ; and that countr)' presents a vertical 
depth of far more than three thousand fl'et., in the sin!!'le series of the oldest 
sanrlstone. No sound µ-t>ologist will accuse a computer of exceeding, if 
he allows ~ix hundred thousand years for the production of this series 
alone. And yet what are the coal deposits, and what the oldest sandstone 
compared to the entire mass of the strata? Let the computer measure the 
Appenine m1rl the Jura; let him, if he can trust Pallas, measure the 
successi,·e stn,ta of sixty miles in depth, which he l,elicves himself to have 
ascer1 ained, and then he may n·new his computations, while, when he has 
summed the whole, his labour is not terminated*.' 

This is not the place to considt>r the supposed interference of such views 
as thl'se with rt>1·ealed rhronolof!,'y; though we may remark in passing, that 
many uf the most distingubhed commentators and theolo!!i.,ns of 111ode1·n 
times are of opinion that there is no interferencet; anrl should life be 
spared, we nrny hereafter pres,mt to our readers our views of this suhject. 
But allmitti11g the existence of these immense perio11A of te1Testrial 
existe11cP, it at once produces an astonishing enlargement of our views of 
the vlans of the Deity. It shows us that the l,rief space of man's first 
existence on the globe is hut one of the units of a v1tst series of chronolo­
gical periods that ha\'e gune before. Anrl yet, the whole series is so 
linked together as ··o pro,·e it all to be hut a single system. A single 
systl'm do we say ? Perhaps- vast as it is-it is only a single link of a 
sy,tem. The ncurds l f past eternity may contain the history of other 
links vastly more t>xtt>n<:ed, and the roll of coming eternity m11y develope 
others still more astonishing, and illustrative of the pt:rfections of an 
infinite God. 

" Are these immense conclusions alarming to any, because they so far 
surpass their pre,·ious apprehensions? But why should they be unwilling 
to have geology thus extend their vision as far into the arcana of time, as 
astronomy does into the regions of space? Why unwilling to ha,·e their 
souls enlarged and refreshed by the mighty plans of the Deity, which 

• System of Geology, Toi. i. p. 506. 
T We may here remBl'k, that whatever may he the age of the wol'ld as a mass of 

rhaolic matter, or the ,·esidence of inferior animals, no Geologist of emiuence believes, 
that mnn hH e.listed more than six thousand years.-En. C. C. 0. 
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" The progressil·e improvement which the state of the gluhe seems to 
ha\·e umll•rgone in past ages, and is now undergoinf{, presents the plan11 
of tlw Deity to our contemplation in an interesting liglit. In the earliPst 
condition of the eartli, the Moils on its surface must havt> been m('agre, and 
srarcely adapted to the support of vegetable life. But the processes of 
dt•gradatiun, that ha\·e always been going on, and the accumulation of 
animal and vegetable matter, must impro"e their qualit\·, and im,rea•e 
t.heir 11uantity. It appears too, that there has been a constant increase of 
limestone since the stratified rocks liej!;an lo be deposited. Now the 
calcareous are the richest of all soils, an<l the most prolific in \'egetation. 
From this cause, then, we see progressive fertility produced. Accordin!{ly, 
th,•re are some rea,ons for supposing that each successi\'P creation of 
animals anti vegetables has been more numerous than the one that pre­
ceded it; and we know, that there has been a progression in the complica.. 
tion and curious strncture of their natures. 

" These forts teach u~ that the ,ame admirahleadaptation of the different 
parts and proce,ses of nature, which we ohsene in the present creation, 
has always been prominent in el'ery pn•vious cmulition of the 1,rlohe, 
indicating· the untiring aurl ceaseless exercise of the same infinite wisdom 
in all ages. \Ve see, secondly, in these facts, e,·i,lence tlmt the plans of 
the Deity have always heen de\'ised with such admirnl,le skill that from 
appareni evil real good is always produced in the end. At fi;st vie"· we 
cannot hut regard the tremendous rel'olutioos which the ea1·th appears to 
have undergone with painful emotions, and as evirlenct> either of penal 
inflictions, or of a defect of contrivance on the part of the Creato1·. But 
here we learn that eve1·v revolution of this kind is impro,·ement, and that 
its object was to fit the ·world for more numerous and perfect beings. This 
view of the suhject changes the penal aspect of these revolutions into 
displays of henernlence, and defect of skill and conti-ivance into a demon­
iltration of infinite wisdom. 

"Upon the .,.hole, however, geology gives the g1·eatl'st expnnsion to 
our views of the plans of Deity, by fumishing us with a clue to one of 
the grand conservative and co11trolli11g principles of the universe. But two 
of these principles have yet been Jiscovered. Newton delevoperi the-great 
Mechanical Power bv which the universe is sustained, when he unfol,lerl 
and demonstrated h·is theorr of gravitation. The other, the Chemical 
Power,-the second right hand of the Creator-it was reserved for geology 
to bring to light. A third, pe1·haps, the Electrical Power, may yet be 
disclosed by some future Newton. uravitation binds the universe together, 
and controls the movements of its larger masses. But ,were no che­
mistry at work in. thr-se masses, to transmute tht•ir elements into successive 
forms of beauty and life, it would be literally the bands of death which 
gravity would impose. But chemistry is at work unceasingly through 
all the dominions of nature, and perpetual change is the result. This 
perpetual chanire is the great conservative and controlling principle to 
which we referred. On the surface of the globe, and e~pecially among 
animals and plants, this constant change, this perp~lual inc1·ease and dimi­
nution, renovation and destruction, have always heen most obvious; and 
it is usuallv regarded as a defect or penal infliction, rather than a wise and 
unive1·sal iaw, of nature, Especially do diminution and decay affect us 
with painful emotions. And we would not deny that such may be the 
circumstances under which these ch:mgl's occur, as to make them real penal 
inflictions. Indeed, naturnl theology cannot but regard in this light the 
di~eases and dissolution to which man is suhject. Still geology, in co11nec.. 
tion with astronomy, shows us that perpetual change of form and condition 
is a universal law of nature; that it i8 not limited to the organized crea• 
tion, Lut extends an equal dominion over suns and planets. 
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" We see it, in the first place, in the geological history of our irlohe. 
There is an increasing ngency at work all 111·0111111 us to wettr d111rn tlie 
mountains, and to fill up the valleys; and we see the C\'iJencr uf 11111'.·erful 
dil111·ial action in comparatively modern time~, iu the accumulat10n of 
detritus, and iu the grool'es and fu1·rows which the surfaces of rocks 
exhihit. As we descend into the solid strata, we meet with perpetual 
proof, in the chemical and mechanical characters of the rock~, aml in th_ei1· 
organic remains, that a multitude of changes have been gorng on during 
their deposition: or rather, that there has been unceasing change. 

"At this point, geology connects itself with astronomy; and the two 
sciences are made to reflect mutual light upon each other. Astronomy 
dis.-loses to us certain facts in respect to other worlds, that lead the 
geologist strongly to suspect, that they too are undergoin,l!; those ch,1nges, 
and that p.-ogressive imp1·ovement, which the earth has exp(•ri,mced. The 
comets ap11ear to be iu the very earliest stageH of those transmntations. 
They appear to be even in a gaseous condition, through excessi1·e int,::rnal 
heat ; and are not yet brought into such a state that any animal or 
vegetable natures with which we are acquainted could inhabit th,•m: 
though the remarkable history of the extinct organize1l beings of our 
own ·globe should lead us not to be very confident on this point. To 
become the fit 1·esidence of such natures as our~, by the operation of 
natural laws, will surely require periods of almost incalculable length. 
Still further removed from the condition of our globe appears to be that 
of the nebulm; consisting apparently of the materials out of which comets 
might be formed: though here too, uncertain co11jecture is our only gnide. 
But the point which we wish to be borne in mind is, that these bodies, 
as well as the comets, seem to be in a condition analogous to what the 
records of geology lead us to conjecture might hnve been the state of our 
globe at some period of the immense past. The moon, we may reasonably 
conjecture, seems to be so far redeemed from the excessive violeuce of 
volcanic agency, as to be adapted, perhaps, to the natures of some org:\­
nized beings: though it is doubtful whether that globe has such an element 
as water, or any atmo,phere, upon its surface. This fact, however, by no 
means militates against the idea that it may contain living beings. For 
to infer, that water and air are es~ential to all organized existence, because 
such is the case on this globe, would he the conclusion of a narrow-minded 
philosophy. Jupiter, on the other hand, it would seem, may be covered 
as yet with one shoreless ocean : and there 11erhaps such leviathans may 
now be playing as once sported in the earlier seas of our globe. 

" Such are the motions and orbits of the asteroids of the solar system, 
that ingenious men have been led to conjecture that they once coustituted 
a single planet between :\Iars and Jupj_ter, which wa., burst asu,uler by 
sollle internal force. And if such a process of rt'frigeratiou has taken 
place in other planets as in our own, might we not a,lmit, that under 
possihle circumstances, such a terrific disruption might have taken place? 
and that too in exact accordance with the most wise and benevolent plans 
of the Deity ? 

" Those solid meteors that sometimes fall to the ea1·th appear to have 
been in a state of fusion ; and, indeed, they are usually intensely heated 
when they descend. May we not regard these facts too, as pt>rfectly 
consonant with the idea, that all the bodies of the universe are undergoing 
important chaoges by powerful agents, not the least of which is heat ? 

" Is it not most natural and philosophical to l'egard the sun as an immense 
globe of heated matter, constantlr radiating heat into space, and therefore 
gradually cooling? l\nd what are the spots 011 its surface, but the inci­
pient crust? And what is the zodiacal light, but elastic 1·11pours, driven 
by heat from the sun's Burface, and made to assume an oblate and almost 
lenticular form ? 
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"Shall we rl'gni·d those fixed stars that have in past aires disap11ea1·ed 
from the heaven~, :md those which now shine only periodically, as evidence 
of di~orde1· and ruin amonir the works of God ? Rather let the analogies 
at which we h.t\·e hintetl lead us to virw them as worlds in pnrticular 
stages of those mil(hty changes to which we have r<'ason to helie\'e the 
universe is subject, and without which all woultl he stagnation and death. 

" \Ve acknowledge that these astronomiral facts afford us hnt faint 
glimpses of the geology of othl'r worlds. Nenrtllt'less, tlu•y seem tu us 
tu lt>ad the mind that is com·eraant with the geological history of our glol,e 
irresistibly to the conclusions, that similar causes are in op!'ration, and 
similat· ch:mges are in progress, in other worltls : and that perpetual change 
is not an anomaly peculiar to our planet, but the very essence of a vast 
system emhrncing the wide universe. 

"F<1int as is the light that is yl't thrown upon this subject, yet what 
an irnrne11se fil,J,I for contemplation ,lot's it disclo,e to our view ! and how 
do the plans of the l11tinite l\lintl enlarg-e ar11I ramify, as we gaze upon 
them, until we see them conuectinir past l"tnnity with that which is to 
come ; the two extremitie~ heing lust in the dimness of distance! God is 
here exhibited to us·as em11loying the same matter, u11tler successi\'e forms, 
for a great variety of tlilf..rent purposes; all, however, co1111ected into one 
,·ast system; and all hearing upon the happiness of animated natures. 
How much more of /!rand,•ur mul moral suhlirnity does such a dew or 
creation exhibit, tha11 the commo11 opi11ion, which ~upposes this world, and 
even a larg-e proportion of lht> whole univt>rse, crt'ated to suh,erve the 
wants of man, ;,nd to he df'stro\'<'tl whl'n man cea~es to ••xist. The latte1· 
plan might, indeed, he worthy ·of a man, or an angel; hut the forme1· is 
worthy oftbe Deity*. 

"And in what a new aspt•ct does the view we han taken of this all­
pen-ading- principll' of <'hang-e, rxhihit the tendency to decay and ruin so 
deeply marked on the whole material world! Poets and sentimentalists 
have ever takr11 a melancholy interest in depicting the perishable nature of 
all created things: 

' What does not fatle? The tower that long had stood 
The crush of thunder and the waning winds, 
Shook by the slow but sure destroyer Time, 
No,,· hangs in doubtful ruins o'er its base; 
And flinty pyramids and walls of brass 
Descend : the Babylonian spires are sunk ; 
Achaia, Rome, and Egypt moulder down. 
Time shakes the stable tyranny of thrones, 
And tottering empires rush by their own weight. 
This huge rotundity we tread gr-0ws old, 
And all those worlds that roll around the sun. 
The •un himself shall <lie, and ancient Night 
Again involve the desolate abyss.' 

" But let this tendency to dissolution he regarded only as one of the 
necessary forms through which rn;ttter passes, in its progrpss towards 
improvement, :md as necessary to the preservation and happiness of the 
universe·. as in fact an essential feature of a sublime and far-reaching plan 

• --- get! cum ea: rationes, quibus inductus Universum conditlidit, iotellectui 
divino sempcr observarentur, cur mihi non persumleam, Ileum i11611ite potentem nc 
bonum jam multis retro s;:eculis mum.Ii systemata pro1luxi"se, cur vim i_,jus creatri­
cem anf?Ustis tenre nostrre, cuju" ~xistentiam sex mille circiter annos non excedere 
lnbens fateor, terminis circumscribam? 

• Since the reasons that led the Deity to found the Universe always exhibit a 
Divine Jntelligence, why should I not believe, that a Go,1. infinitely powerful and 
good, created the system of the world many aires ago ? Why should I confine his 
creatinir power to the narrow limits of our ea1·th, whose duration I willin~ly coofess 
does not exceed six thousand years ?'-Doedei·leinii Theologia,: p. 477. Note by the 
commentator, C. Godofr. Junge. 
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of the Deity ; :md when we see nature thus a11parently de~cemlin~ int~1 her 
grave, we shall look upon her droopiug- form as a su1·e presaire ot her 
i::pt•eclv rcsurrectiun in reno\'att•d strength and heanty. The decay and 
rli,sol;,tion of our own hotli1•s (in which there is something eviclently 
penal) ha\'I' thrown a mela11d10ly aspect over the g-r .. at ancl salutary 
changes whicl1 take place in natn~t', only fo1· the g·oocl oftlw uni,·erst>. But 
the \'iew of the suhject which we havt• taken cli,,oh·es thi" unhappy 
association, ancl leads us lo ec11111ec-t all the H•1·ol11tio11, of the material 
world with its improvt•mr·nt, ancl with t.he v:ist 1•la11., of .lt'h01·ah. 

"But we will clwt'll 1111 long-,•r on this ;;:reat tht'nu•. Our nnlr hope is, that 
we hal't• thrown light rnoul,{h iutn this almo,t 11nex11lor1'd field, to satisfy 
nuhle 111i11d, that here they may ohtain snch l,!limpst>s of the purposes of the 
Deitv, as" ill fill and overwhelm the loftiPst intPllt'ct, and Pxcite the strong­
est emotions of re,·l'rt'IICt' a111l love towards the Infinite Mimi that is capa­
ble of contriving- and executinfl,' such plans. 

"Such is tht' religion of geology. Prejudice may call it atheism, because 
it prl'sents before us views so new a111i peculiar; and scepticism may 
pervt.'rt these views to suit an unsuhdued ancl unholy heart. But we call 
this religion a transcript of the Di.-ine perft>ction~. And if there be one 
spot in the whole circle of science, whert.' the student of natural theology 
can find fuel to kinclle up the flame of devotion, it is, as it seems to us, 
when he secures a live coal from the altar of geology. 

III.-Vocabulary o.f one of the Kol Dialects, with Pl'oposal 
for a Compai-ative Vocabula1·y of all the ;J,/ountain Tribes. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Ch.-istian Observer. 
GENTLEMEN, 

In common with an increasing number of friends to India, 
I view with the deepest interest and hope the vigorous efforts 
now making to secure the use of the Roman character in all 
the languages of the East ; and feel well persuaded, from the 
encouraging progress already made, that the effort will be in 
good time abundantly successful. More than one of ID)' imme­
diate friends engaged in the instruction of natin pupils, who 
from the statement;; of others had been fot·merly prejndicecl 
again"t the introduction of the system, have been persuaded 
to ti y it; and on witnessing the effect, have become its zealous 
patrons. Let but its friend.~ persevere in the effort, and remem­
bering that great masses of men are moved but by slow degrees, 
be content with steady, though it he not very astounding, pro­
gress; let them supply suitable publications, invite teachers to use 
them, and pnbli1;h the result; and in a few years, they may 
live to be themi,elves imrprised at the wide expanse of country 
over which their beneficial influence has extended itself. 

One subo1·di11ate, but by no means unimportant, result 
of the efforts alluded to, is the aid which the friends of 
Oriental Literature mm,t derive from the use of an uniform sys­
tem of orthography, iu the expression of the difforent languages 
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of tlH' East. I feel highly gratified Ly the efforts now m:1king 
to procure a comparative vocabulary of all the In<lo-Chinese 
diah•ets, as detailed in a late No. of your work; and earnestly 
lwpf'. tlut for the assistance of Oriental students, it may he folly 
~npplied. It is a di>'grace to us, as the paramount power in 
ludia. that long ere this, complete vocabularies of all the 
more important langua~ef.l oft.he neighbouring nations have not 
Let·n compiled and publishe<l : and that even as regard1, so 
impnrtant a language a'! the Tibetan, it is to a learned Hun­
g"rian that we are indebted for the only vocabulary that can 
with any confidence be relied on. But this is not all. Even 
in our own territorie,;i, there are numerous mountain tribes, of 
whose language we arii almost entirely ignorant, so that we 
can form no judgment whether they are intimately or remotely 
connected, or are perfectly independent of each other. I am 
given to understand, that by the exertions of your friends in 
p;,;am, you have procured vocabularies of the numerous mountain 
tribes inhabiting the districts on our N. E. frontier. I have been 
long hoping that you would give so interesting a document a 
place in your pages, and trust it will not much longer be with­
held*. Meanwhile, it has appeared to me a problem deserving of 
solution, how far the mouutaineers, inhabiting the great Vind_ya 
r.1nge, are connecte(l iu language with each other, and with 
th~ inlubitants of other parts; and with a view to contribute 
wh:1t I c:tn toward,, settling the question, I beg to send you the 
following list of words spoken by a class of the Kol tribe inhabit­
ing Chhota. N agpur, a few months ago the scene of warlike ope­
rations. It wa,; communicated by an intelli~ent native, who was 
formerly a pupil in the General Assembly's School, and is now la­
bouring among the Kols as a teacher. The accompanying re­
m'.l.rk,,, extracted from a recent letter which contained the 
vocabulary, give satisfactory evidence of his thirst for knowledge, 
an1I may shew European scholars the use which may be made 
of n,1tive agency (an agency hitherto too much neglected) in 
their search after useful information. 

After much inquiry and investigation, I have been given to understand, 
that the Kols have no letters of themselves. They have r,o way of com­
m:micatinll" their ideas to a distant friend ; nay, not even l,ieroglgphics; 
so that in this, as well as in many other points, they are perfectly barha­
rou~. There are amongst them 11erhaps one in some hundreds who can 
writ~; hut then he writes his 011'11 language in Nagari characters. This 
therefore is a fine field for the introdnction of the Roman Characters, 
which will at any rate be conferi·ing a great boon on these uncivilized and 
benighted people. 

• ,v e have placed the 1111pers referred to by our corre~pomlent in the 
haruls of a icentleman eminently qualified to eli1:it from them the most 
valuahle results, and are promised at an early period a communication on 
the sul\ject, which shall have immediate insertion.-Eo. 
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As to the nffinity which theit· language, denominated the Kol-pdrsi, hem·s 
either to tht' Hi111.lusta11i 01· Haniflili, I cannot at preseut 1(-il'e correct info1·­
matio11; I shoul,1 1·ather think that there is hardly any resemblance betwee11 
it and eithe1· of them. However, that a matter of so irreat moment mav be 
pro11edy examined and investigated, l t,1ke the liherty of ~e111liug ·you 
the enclosed list of a few of their words. l ~hall lose 1w opportunity to 
gatht."r as much information as l possibly can, nispectiug their Jauguage, 
manners, customs, religion. &c. 

I should add, that the following word~ are spokL•n by the Urno!!, one of 
the two classes of the KulN; but that thl'se are hardly understood, far 
less spoken, by the MumJ.a., the other class. 

N. 11.-Those wunls "hich 1·rscml,lc lfrugali, I have marked with B. aud those 
Hi11J11,thil11i, with 1/. 

English. Kol-parsi. 
God, Biri dharam. 
Horse, Ghoro, H. B. 
Cow, Gai, Do. 
Bullock, Xd4o, 
He-goat, Era. 
She-goat, Pa\hia era, 
Elephant, Heti, H. 
Tiger, Lakre, H. 
Bear, l\Iendho. 
Deer, Mak. 
Hare, !\fuia!!-
Camel, U!!~, H. 
Ass, Gaclhi, Do. 
Cat, Berk he. 
Dog, Xlle. 
Sheep, l\Iendho, B. 
Peacock, Chub be. 
Snake, Ner. 
Cock or hen, lf. her. 
Crow, ~he ~he. 
Dove, Pa!)rki, H. 
Monkey, Ba!!dre, Do. 
Baboon, Hanumen, B. H. 
Rice, Tin~hil. 
Boiled rice, l\lan4i, 
Corn, ~hesso. 

English. 
Fish, 
B:rd, 
Bulfalo, 
Female buffalo, 
!Young of ditto, 
:\Ian, 
Woman, 
Son, 
Daughter, 
Father, 
Mother, 
Elder brother, 
Younger ditto, 
Elder sister, 

, Younger ditto, 
1'free, 
,\Vine, 

!House, 
Cloth 
To-m~now, 
To..day, 
Month, 
Year, 
Our, 
Your, 
I, 

Sentences. 

En kaun nighe erpa. 
I will go thy house. 
I will go to thy house. 
En inna rnan4i onon. 
I to-day rice will eat. 
I will eat rice to day. 

Kol-p,iral. 
Inj,,. 
Ora. 
l\fankha. 
Bhaii1s. 
Kad11i. 
Metm·. 
Mukkar. 
Engdas. 
Eng-da. 
Embas. 
Inggio. 
Eng-dad as. 
Ing-dis. 
Eng-dai. 
lng-<li. 
i\Ian. 
Xrklii. 
Erpa. 
Kichri. 
Nelli. 
1,111a. 
Onchando. 
Jdna. 
Emphei. 
Nimphai. 
En. 

,Vhile looking over this list of words from my Native friend, 
it has occurred to me, Messrs. :Editors, that were you to invite 
the aid of Office1·s of Government, Missionaries, and others, 
we might in time secure through your pages a vocabulary of 
all the hill dialects in India. Mr. Leslie, who, as I saw by 

V. E 
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~-our publication some time ago, has acquin·d the dialect of 
the Bhagalpur hill peoµl1~, might favour us with the ct11·re­
ponding words in that langua1,rc ; the J\I i,;,;iu11ari1·s in Ori,,di 
might readily supply tlw correspondin)! word~ of the tribes 
inhabiting the mountains in their district; ~h. Schmid will 
doubtless gin us those of the tribes i11 the ~ilgiris; and 
others, if encouraged, will doul,tlcss aid you with other tribes. 
,v e might thus at onte see, by the re,;ult or a comparison of 
the languages even i,;o far as the precedi11g list would permit, 
to what extent any tommon origin or evident similarity may 
Le traced, and then procL"ed or not in any further inve~tigatio11 
as might seem to Le warranted Ly the specimen first pre­
pared. 

I need not say, that in a missiomn~-, as well as literary 
point of view, the question i;; worth tleciding. If 011e language 
j,. intelligible to tribes extending through a great extent of 
country, the translation of school-books, tracts, and scriptures 
into that dialt>ct may he highly important; whereas, if each 
diak•ct i~ under,-;too<l by only a few people, such an apparatus 
may IJe quite m1neces,;ar_v, an<l the cultivation of the dialect 
may prove a g-reat h:,;s of time, aud labour, and ex pence. In 
the latter cast", a,; a, hettl'r plan, the more intelligent youth may 
l>e i11,..tructetl in Engli"'h, if pos,;ible, in which information of all 
kimls is availalile, and thus made the means in the most effec­
tual wav of teueliing- their countrymen Ly the living voice, till 
tlwy, like the ~cottish Highlanders, amalgamate wilh their 
ueig-hbour,; i11 the plaim,, pos,;essed of better means of mental 
and spiritual improvement. 

SPECTATOR. 

[The Comparati\'e Vocabulary of the English and Sh,in langua~e,, spoken 
of in ou1· NovembCI' 1'0. is now printed, at the •·xpence of a friend, 
by whom we have been suvplied with a numuer of copies. It con­
tains up,rnnls of .SOO words anrl .SO sentence,, well adapted to elicit the 
deri,·ation anrl structure of a language. It is p1·inted with 1.,lank columns, 
for the reeeption of currei.l)Ondi11g wonls in other dialPcts ; and we shall 
be must hal)py to supply the gentlemen referred to abovP, or any others 
with copies, for the purpose of filling up the whole in any l1ill or othe; 
dialect with which they may he acquainted. ,v e will then )lulilish them as 
soon as sent us for that purpose. This appears to present a most effectual 
way of eliciting the information desired by our correspondent, and which 
he justly deems of great importance in both a literary and missionary 
point of view.-ED.] 
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IV .-Hindu SaCl'ifices, translated from the original Sansfait. 

To the Editors of the Christian Observer. 

The following is an account of Hindn san·!fir,e.~, literally 
ti-anslaterl from the ori.,i11al Sanskrit, in a work entitled the 
Tithi Tat wan, which con,:j,,t,, of extracts taken from the eighteen 
Puranas and otht•r sal'rc<l wriiing·i- of th<> lliudus. 

The followirw j,; from the Kali Pma.11:1, and is attrihuted to 
Bhagad.11. TI~ original may lie fo11ntl in page 5 L of the 
Hindu Jn;;titutt!S of Heligion, pnLfo;hed at Srirampur. 

Ha,·ing hrnught the victim (a man), let the pries~ offer up a prayel', 
and present flowt>rs and sandal-wood to the goddess, with oft.rt'peated 
mautrii~. Let the priest stand towanls the north, and the \'ictim with his 
head facing the 1•:ii,t. Then looking at the sacrifice, lc•t the priest repeat 
this mantra: "0 man, thou art my sacrifict'; thou nrt here present for my 
benefit. The!', who art like Si,·a, who art a true \'ictim, I reverence. By 
offering thee to Bh!i~a,·~t, all e,·il will he removed from the offerer. 0 
victim, who art like Bl11iga\'at, I 1°e\'erence thee. Swayambhu, the self­
existent, has himself crt>ated animals for sacrifice; thercfol'e I, this day 
take thy life, for there is no crime in killing thl•e in sacrifice." 

Then uttering these words ~,, Jii1'· ,t ai11g, d1i•1g, sl11fog, let the 
priest, 1·egardin::\' the victim as the image of Shiva, place flowers on his head, 
saying, " 0 Bhairah ;" then presenting him,elf before the goddess, let the 
priest make known his request; then ~prinkling the ,·ictim, let him wor;­
ship the sacrificial knife, .y,1yi11g, " Thou al't like the tongue of Bhagavati, 
thou sentlest men to hca,·en ;" then repeating the words ~,,,, '1,t'-, let 
the priest again worship the knife, saying, "Thou art like Shiva;" then 
let him sprinkle the dctim with the water fro.11 the sacrificial vessels. 
1\nother mantra is now repeated, taken from the Kalikli Purana: '' Thou 
:irt black, 0 thon .~wo1·d dei/_11 ! in thy hand is a how ; thou artthe dcstniyer ; 
thy face is blood-red, thy garland is red, and thy sa111lal-,1·ood is red; thou 
weari,st garments dyed in blood, thou holdest a snake in thy hand, and 
thou hast many kindred ; thou drink est blood; thou de\'Ourest flesh in 
large ,prnntities·; thy name is .A-1i; thou art a slayer; thou :u·t a sword 
with a sharp e1ig-<'; thou art in,upportahle ; thou art shini11g and victori­
ous, aml the pre~en·t>r of religion, and as such, I reverence thel'. These 
eight narnes Brah111a has g·iven thee. Thou art the constellation l{ritika; 
thou art Guru; a (,11,I ; ,llalrcswal'a; thy hody is like gold; thou art the 
upholder; tl,e divine Vblinu ; thou art father a,ul grandfatht'I', 110 thou 
e, er prott>ct me. Th,,u art clear as the blue sky; thy teeth are sharp; 
thy body lean; thy nature is excellent; though thou art fierce, thou 
art very bright : by thee the worl,1 is upheld, and hy thee Wel'e the great 
:.\Iaheswaras destroyed. I reverence thet>, 0 tho11 pure and sharp swol'() 
deity." 

Ha\'ing performed this worship, let thP. priest grn,p the knift>, and afte1· 
repeating the mantra " aing rhing phar," let him slay the pure victim. 
The priest then, rept'ating the word~ ai119 rhi11g ,Yhi-i11g, prese11ts the bloo,1, 
:ind says, " 0 Kausiki, he propitiated with this l,loo<l." Let the blood lie 
placed in a hason in a place hefo:re the 11,·od,les~, an,) the head ah,o with a 
light or candle upon it. Thus, the offerer of the sal'rifice obtains full 
benefit. Should he fail in any part (of the ceremony), the benefit will he 
proportionally less, and if it be done in a mallner contrary to the prescrib-
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Pd on!', no h!'nefit will accrue. The body of the \'ic-tim, whatever it hP, 
is a)w11ys unclean; Shiva accepts only the blood. \Vhatever is 11/fererl to 
other cleities, let it he first sanctified with w:1ter. and then ofF.-rp,J. The 
rul!'s fo1· the sacrifice to Durg-a are ohserved in all sacrifices. The victim 
may hi' slain with his head townrds the enst, or thP sacrifice being iu the 
east, thr ,·ictim's head may he op1>nsite tn the north. 

Thi' Dnnra Bhatti Tarangi11i anrl the Kritvamahanata, whid1 is cnpied 
from De,·i Purana, clt>clare that there are 1listinct henefit, arisin~ from 
the sla11g-l1ter of the ,·ictim, and the off.-ring itself. As it is sai,1, "Tht>y 
who with faith in tl.e g,uldess, ;u11l with meditntion an,1 praver, olfor the 
victim at midnight, on the ei:rhth day of the moon, are callp,l 11111/i1ib11l,i 
(powerful). They who nffcr what is prl'scrihe,l, afforrl tht> goclrle~s 1leli!!ht 
for a whole K11lp11 of Sankara. It is writtt>n in the Kali 1'11nina, " The 
blood a111I the hcacl which arc consecrated hv mantra<, are like A,nrita. Hilt! 

therefore worthy to l,p offl'retl to the g-o;l,les~. The hloorl, 0 Bliairah, 
shoulr\ he spri11l~)pr) with a mixture of fruit (plantain), water. SU!{iU", an,I 
honey, nnrl then olfpre1\ to the g-odtlt>ss with her appro11riate mantra. The 
~ac1·ificer must now offer the hoiled lfosh of the victim, This without the 
blood and head is lilce Am1·ita." 

It is writtt>n in the Bhahisyat Purana, that Durl!li is propitiated by kill. 
ing goats, huffaloes, an,1 she!'p, n111I by offering- tire hlood :11111 flesh anrl 
wnter, according to rules; it is a holy act to helrolcl Durga, more holy to 
pray to lll'r, holirr still to touch h.,r, still holirr to make offerin!{S than to 
toud1, to bathe than to make off,·rin~;, to offer gifts and libations than 
to bathe, nncl to offer ,·ictims thnn libations. 

As it is sai,I in the above l'uriina, '· 0 king-, hy the blood of rams, 
Bhagr1Yati is satisfie,\ for one y!'nr, and fulfils onr desires; and hy that of 
,roats, ten years; and hy that of lmffalors, one hundred years; an,1 by the 
blood of one's own bocly, one tho11,a111l years; that is to say, hr hlood 
taken from the ham! or knee or tlri!{h; hut if II man offer his own head, 
D11r9ri i.< enrrtp(!!red.fur II la/eh of11rrir.r." 

In offering the deer caller\ Krishnasar, this mantra mu,t he repeated, 
"0 Kri~hnasar, who art like the imag·e of Bramha, ai11l the promote1· of 
the !!,"lory of Hrahmans, who art like the four Vedas, and wi~e, give me 
knowledge, fame, and glory." 

An animal must always be ofFerecl, either to ohtain the ohject of some 
desire, 01· the farnr of Dul'ga; wherefore, let the priest say, " i\fay thy 
favor re,t upon this pel'son for 10 years; au,I then he presents the hlood 
of the \'ictim; then putting a lighte,l wick on the goat's forehead, he offe1·s 
the head, an,\ re11ue~ts the sacrifice1· to bestow the goo,! gifts which are 
due to beholding, worshipping, touching, bathing, and olfering gifts, &c. 
to Dure:a. 

( Kriii P1min11.J "0 great illusinn ! 0 mother of the wol'l1l ! 0 fulfiller 
of our desires. I offel' to thee my hloorl. Be thou propiticms, and grant 
me my re1111est." Having said this, an,! re11eated other princi1ial manh·as, 
with clPcp humility a1Hl profound me,litation, let the del"otee offer some 
hlood taken from some part of hi~ bo,l)', This is an acceptable oblation 
from a man. No female can ever he olfered in sacrifice. The 1>erson who 
presumes to offel' such will go to hell. Nol' is nny animal to he offered 
that is less than three months old, 1101· any bird less than three pakNhis, or 
45 days old. Nor let any animal or fowl he offered which is hlind, or 
d,•fectivl' in a limb, OI' otherwise faulty, 01· an animal whose tail is cut, 01· 

ear torn, or horn broken. 
A pumpkin, or sugar.cane, or wine, or other vinous mix~ure may be 

offered with the same advantage llS the sacrifice of an animal, and will 
afford equal satisfaction. The slaying with a chrmdrahas (a crooked knife) 
and a katara is the most acceptable method; for, if the sacrificer destroy 
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the conserrnterl animal 01· 1,inl with his hanils, he, 0 Rajt'n1lra, ,le~r.rves 
the punishment ,Jue to a Brahman-,layer. It is 1!t•dar,•1l in thP. l\latrya­
sakta, "Let the intelligent sacrificer sl:1y the victim with a sharp swol'II 
at one hlow." 

It is 1lrclare1l in the Rralnnana Purana of the work calll'1l Yajnawalkyii 
Dipak~lika, " that in tlw Kili Yu:ra, 11eithe1· man, nor ho1·,;e sacrifices, 
nor olforiugs of wine, are to be made." 

Usana ha~ dedaretl this mnrt! explicitlv in the following- words: 
:llli:J:in:-1'!1:l:tli:11l?f-,~tn•• (Ang-lice:)" \Vine ·is neither to be ,ln111k, nor 
f!ivl'n to any person, nor received h)• any person." It is also written in the 
Kulik,, l'111·,,11a, "that if a p,•rson offer his own blood, he will incur the 
guilt of suicirle." Also, "if a Brahman give wine to ani• person, hi~ 
Brahmanical authority shall he forft>ited ; and that in this Yug-a only, 
Unihmans 1·a11 sacrifice the Krishnasar (,1 sriecie,; of deer), and if any 
other 1u•r,;on do so, he will incur the guilt, of Brahm,111-sla1111.·htc1·." It is 
also 1lt'1·lared, that" if the wine or principal thing he forl,id1len, (a fortiori) 
the suhstitute 01· subordinate thing i, forhidden." 

The above is the enlire portion of' the text reganliug- f;a­
rrifiees. There i:-; aclcled a romnwnlary of some le11gtl1; Lut 
it can be of little intere;;t, campared with the text. A more 
detailed account of sacrifice,; mav Le funnel in Ra<lhakant D~L's 
Dictionary, or Encyclopedia, ,~hich I shall be happy to fur­
uish, if the snhject be deemed sufficiently interesting*. 

I haxe in~tituted several inquiries relative to the origin and 
design of the Hindu sacrifices; but have uot hitherto been able 
lo obtain, even from the most rE'spcctaLle Pandits, any satisfac­
tory account. 

l\l. w. w. 

V.-Education not necessary to Conversion. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obse1·,•er . 

.Mn. Eo1T0Rs,-M11ch has recently been said as to the ne­
cessity of education, in order to enable the Hincloos an<l others 
to judge of the nature of the evidence usually pro<luce(l by 
Christian writers in behalf of the truth of the Bible : an<l if we 
do not mistake Mr. Duff, he prntty b1·oadly intimates his belief, 
that little or nothing is to be hoped for, in the way of the con­
version of the people of India, until they have Leen made capa­
ble of perceiving the force of the arguments commonly adduced 
from miracles, prophecy, history, &c. &c. to establish the truth 
of the gospel. 

"The subject is one of 1?reat interest to the scholar nnrl the Missionary, and if 
our c~1rrespondcnt fiod any thing of importance in addition to, or correction of, the 
account of Sacrifices in Mr. War,l's History of the Hindus, we shall feel greatly 
obliged by his transmitting it to us for publication.-ED, 



30 Edl((·ntion not 1w,·csw1·y to Conversion. 

Far he it from me to depr<>eiatc education, 01· to say a word 
wl1ich would intimate a single doubt as to the soundness of the 
nrgumeuts usually dNive1l from the aLove-mentiom·d .. ources ; 
but it may he 1wr111itted me to douLt, whetlwr either of the;,e 
ought to be reeko11e1l as maUers of any great moment by the 
Missionary in his 11Pali11g,; with the heathen, or by the Christian 
minister in hi>< making known the gospel to the people of any 
denomination whatC'V<'r. 

Alas ! for the )lissionaries, if tlwy are to wait until, h,v edu­
cation, tlw healhe11 are rnade capable of JH'r<'.riving the force of 
the arguments us1•1l by Paley, Chalmers, a11d a ho~i of othe1·s. 
Ratlier than this, thPv liad hPite1· rPtirC' from the country to 
l'egions more 1'011gt>11ial with thPir habit,; and inclinations, and 
whrre ilH'Y may live ont the remainder of their 1lays in gri>ater 
comfort than can ever Le their portion in this enervating clime. 
:Missionary succt•sH, is now, for some agPs to come, if not forever, 
alt.ogt>ther a hopele1<s eo11eern ! Bnt wherr, in the whole worl1l, 
did ever a people exist, who <lPlayed rect>ivi11g the gospel, until 
they were capable of app1·eciati11g the evidences of Christianity 
as detaile1l in the majority of our Look.~ ? or, where, at thiici 
moment, are th1~ Christians now living, whose reasons for belief 
are our boasted evidences ? 

Nothing less, in my humble opinion, can afford any man full 
satisfaction, that the Scriptures are indee<l the lrue and very 
word of the living God, than a com·iction inwrought into him 
by the Almighty Spirit. And we fcarlc:e1sly maintain, that to 
erery real believer a conriction is thus imparted. The man is 
made to feel that the Bible is true. A power comes upon him 
that renders him Wl'Ctched and miserable in himself, and with­
out any other comfort in the prospect of futurity, Lut what 
the Bible affords. And such is the state of mind iuto which he 
is brought that all he can say is, and it is enough, " I feel that 
this is in<leeil the word of God." We are not going to say, that 
even after this he is never the su~ject of any doubts and fears; 
lest after all he should be mistaken. Yes ; if he be a man of 
education, he may have his doubts and fears ; and to dissipate 
these he may l1ave recourse, and he has often recourse with 
advantage, to the books of evidences ; but these alone never 
create the conviction. The powei· upon him, and these together, 
bring him to t.he one great result; Lut these of themselves never 
do so. The other, however, does so of itself; and has done so 
in the vast majority of instancei'!. 

\Vhere, we ask, were the Lookf- of the evidence!'! in the days 
of the Reformation, when so many laid down their li,,es for the 
faith ? If any such books had then an existence, certain are 
we that they had nothing to do in the heroism often at that 
time displayed by numbers of young children, and by crowds 



18S6.] Eclucation not necessai·y to Conve1·sion. Sl 

of illitcratti Lut O'Otlly men and women. A IJ(l upon what ground,;,, 
we ask acrain, tfid the Ki1J1Tswood colliers iu Lill• days of \Vhite­
fil'ld alH.i"\vesle,·; the A1~crieau Indians in till' dar,- of Brnin­
erd; the Grcenlandert<, South Se,L blamlcrs, and i lultl'lllot..;, in 
onr own d:l\·s: aud indeed almo:,;t all the peopl,• that c\'l'l' in 
m1y age rcceirnl the truth in the love of it,-upon what gr_oumls 
did thn rest their faith? Jt may he fairly questioned, if any 
one of the al,o,·e elassrs nn lll'ard ot~ or if they did hear, erer 
comprehe11drd, an iota of the Hid,•nc-es of Christianity. The 
ti·uth i,-, that the cvidencrs of Clni--tia11ity have hardly ever, 
eVL'l1 m; a 11wa11s, done anytl1i11g towards conversion. It is a 
mrlaucholr fact, that even in some of the most di,;tinguished 
ad\'ocates ·of n•relation, there has appeared a total absence of 
en1·y thing like the influence of per,;oual religion. 

\Vhy, then, all this in'-isting upon the necessity of ren­
de1·ing the people of India C'apaule of comprehending the argu­
ments u;.nally :uhluC"ed in favour of Christianity, in order to 
their conversion? Sure am I, that even amid-,t the little suc­
cess that has attended .Misi,;ionary labours in India, I have seen 
some Hindus, and these, too, 1;ot of the lowest 01· the most 
ignorant of the people, who have in deed and in truth received 
the Lord Jesus, but who are as ignorant of the arguments from 
prophecy, history, miracles, &c. as they are of the language of 
China. God ha!i! operatt>d on their minds, they have been 
made to feel their lost and ruined state, thei1· eyes have been 
opened to behold the g-Jory of Cln·ist, and they have been 
divinely constrained to receive into their hearts the gospel 
as true. 

It is not at all necessary, in dealing with the Heathen, to 
touch in any way on the evidence,-; of Christianity. Let only 
the wretched state of man as a sinner, and the glorious remedy 
provided in the go;;pel, be opened to them, and the truth will 
win its own way. There is a character, and an impress, and a 
powe1· about God's word that speaks to the heart of man, and 
leaves him internally without excuse. \Vhat need is there of 
arguments to convince us that the works of creation arc not the 
productions of a human being ? They bear the stamp of divi­
nity on themselves. And is it possible that the Bible is also the 
work of God, and that it bears no obvious marks of its original? 
No one could mistake the writings of a Hall, a Chalmers, 01· a 
F'oster, for those of a llunyan, 01· even confound them the one 
with the other. Each bears its own individual and pe1-fectly 
distinct impress. And is it possible, we ask again, that the 
Bible should be God's own handy work, and that it should be 
destitute of every distinctive mark of its authorship ? No; 
never. It has its marks; and these are as palvable as the marks 
of creation. Besides all this, is there a man in existencti who 
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could bring- himself to believe, that eternal damn:ition would 
ever lw SUSJH'lHle<l upon our tlislwlief of a tl',;ti111011_r, which con• 
tained 110 l'lide11ce in it,;elf of its authoritv a11d its truth r \Vere 
this the case, hard indeed would be our· lot. llut it i,; not so. 
There is a light shining orc1· the r,;acre1l 1·ccord whi!'h si11gles it 
out ami,bt all the pretenders to inspiration with whicl1 it i;i sur• 
rom11lc1l : and so obvious is this li,ght, that you may with as 
much propriety contend that a farthing candle is neces.~ary to 
enable a sel'illg- man to bPhold the sun, as contend that e,ln­
catioli is essential to con\'ince a man that the Bible is from Goel. 
Hut lwre is thP difficulty: men by nature arc spiritually l,li11d; 
and their lilindness is sueh that nothing le<;,; than the Almighty 
encr~-~- is rrquisite to oprn their e_reH. To the Di,·ine Spirit we 
11111st thPreforc look ; auJ when he appears with his di~closing 
power, his subject will rrqnire neither Paley, nor Chah11rrs, nor 
any one d,;;c, to convince him that the Bible is of God. He will 
se~ for himself. And it has rarely or never been by a state• 
ment of the evidences of Christianity that the Spirit has come 
down upon men. ,v c therefore declare our belief, that all this 
hue and cry about the necessity of education, and the power to 
percci,·c the force of arguments, is useless noise, and perhaps 
worse. 

IndeeJ, we leave the perhaps out of the case. This contention 
appears to me, in fact, a plain erying out against the declarations 
of God himselt: He himself maintains, that his word carries in 
it the evidence of its own origin. Speakiug of false prophets, and 
these sta111l on the same parallel with the Hindu i;ha,;tras, &c. 1 

he says, " llow long shall this Le in the heart of the prophets 
that prophesy lit•s ? yea, they are prophet,; of the deceit of their 
own heart; who think to cause my people to forget my name 
by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, 
as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. The prnphet 
that bath a dream, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully. ,vhat i8 the. chaff to 
the wheat ? saith the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire ? 
saith the Lord ; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces ?" :Now, here a criterion is given, a criterion neither con­
sisting of history, miracles, nor prophecy, but yet a criterion by 
which all may judge of what is of God, and of what is only cf 
meu. That which is of the !alter is as mere chaff, while the 
words of the former are as wheat ; and that whieh is of de­
ceiver.~ is entirely powerless a,,; to any sanctifying effect, whilst 
that which is of the Lord is mighty, even like a hammer which 
breaketh the rock in pierc,~. The most common observe1· can­
not fail to sec how all thi,.; applies to the shastras, &c. as com­
pared with the word of God. Bring Loth of them to the test, 
and the qualities of each will be perfectly apparent. 
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Let not, then, the Missionary, nor any one else, Le in the 
least anxious m1 to the ground~ on which he is to present the 
gospel to the heathen. Let him simply and confidently wield 
the sword of the Spirit, bringing it down in all its nakedness 
upon men ; and whatever they may say, and however they 
may ca\'il, they will not fail to feel, that the gospel is the power 
of God; that it is the l'Od of Christ's strength ; and that it is 
quick, and powerful, and sharpe1· than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing- asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intenb of the heart. Hear how the Apostle speaks of it : " I 
am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Ba1·barians ; both to 
the wise and the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to p1·each the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth ; to the Jew first, 
and al:~o to the Greek." Now this is just as if he had said, 
" Having preached the gospel from Jerusalem round about unto 
lllrricnm, and having tried the power of the word of God 
a~onu- the polished and the rude, among the learned and the illi­
terate~ I have become so conviuced of its mightiness and its 
efficacy, that I am no longer ashamed of it; I know what it 
can do ; and I am so satisfied of its power, that I am ready to 
come with it even to the metropolis of the world itself, assured 
that there also it will perfo1·m the same wonders it has accom­
plished in 1'0 many other places." ,vhere is there anything 
like this in what has been so recently said ? Some of the Mis­
sionaries appea1· to lack confidence in the power of their metal, 
and hence they are now making such a mighty fuss :1hout edu­
cation, and European literature, as being next to necessary to 
bring the Hindus to a knowledge of the truth. Let them 
ltenceforth be as/tamed of this conduct ! Convinced am I, that 
the word of God has such power in itself, that no man after 
havin<T had it once fairly explained to him, will continue to be 
the sa~ne being as he was before. He may not indeed become 
converted: but never will he be able to obliterate the marks 
that may have been left on his heart by the falling down upon 
him of the sword of God's spirit. 

L. 

VJ .-Important Memento. 
A traveller, passing through Savoy, came to an inn, and saw the follow­

ing admonition printed on a folio sheet, and hanging in its public room :­
" Understand well the force of the words-A Go:o ! A MOMENT! AN 

ETERNITY! A God who sees thee,-a momer1t which flies from thee,-an 
eternity which awai\s thee!" 

V. F 
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Yll.-On the Means of Conve1·sion. 
(Our last No. contained Rn account of the cunference of Missionaries of cliffrrent 

denominations in Calcuttu 1 at which was di:,;cus!--etl tht'. followinl!' quc~tion : Has the 
.uucess of lhe (;uspel ira India been rr111ul lo 1.rhul might rensonably hut•,. hctn e.rp,clt'(l, 
ttmsidt•ring Ille extent ofmeuns used.- uud if not, to 1.uh11t CUlfSes may fhc ,J,.,ficiency 
be j11sfl!J uffnlmle<I? 

Jn intro<lll(·iug the paper, we expressed our hope, that :Missionaries from a dis­
tance woultl favour us with their sentiment~ on the ~uhjcct, anll have now therefore 
grt>at plea ... ure iu presenting our rcatle.-s with the following remal'k,; from the pen 
of Rev. Mr. UllYEttS, of BA:<A'llAs.-Wc trnst thlLt others will follow his example, 
so that, 011 a subject of such importance, we may have the opinions of the great 
majority of our Bretbrcn.-En.] 

I ha,·e seen the report of your i\Iissionary conference, in the lastOesERVER, 
of which you wishe1l me to let you know out· opinions. A, one of my 
colleagues is from home, autl the other very much ,·n~·agcd, I can only at 
present let you know my own se11time11ts on the suhj,•ct of your discussion. 

I am glad )'OU have published the rPport, as it will enal,le those at a dis­
tance to lParn the result of the varied expe1·ience of thei1· hrethre11. If 
we reallv thi11k that in this country we hal'e not heen so su<·ccssful as 
Missiu1w

0

ries have heen in some oth~r countriPs, we shunld he the first to 
point out the fad, and fairly and honestly to point out what we may 
believe to hm·c been the cause. By this means truth will l.>e elicited, and 
our plans corrected. 

l\h own opinion is, that the progress of the gospel in N'orthern India 
has bl'en vPry far short of the p1·oportion of success usually attending the 
same amou11t of means nominally employed; but whether or not it has 
been disproportioned to the amount of the direct means emplo:·etl fur the 
co11n•rsion of the people, as compared with other countries, is a point 
much more 1lifficult to determine. The indirect means have been consi­
derable, a111l I will not say that they have heen unsuccessful, because thou11:h 
th .. ir results may not have quite answerer! expectation, it is impossible 
fully to l'Slimate what is so indirect in its influence and slow in its opera­
tion, as the general system liitherto pursued in the lahors of a large 
proportion of the Missionary body. But the direct ml'ans of com·ersion 
ha,·e heen comparath,ely small in proportion to the indirect, anrl their 
success, though not great, has not in my opinion been ,·l'ry far short of 
th,1t l'xl1ihite1l in the early history of most :\li,;sions in othPr countries. 
Bv the direct means of conversion, I understa111l preaching, including 
com·ersations a111\ discussions, either public or private,on religious suhjects; 
by indirect means, the preparation oftranslations,school-books, tracts, &c. 
and the teaching or superintending of schools. The latter, or indirect 
means, howe\"er important in thei1· place, are not, in my opinion, to be 
looked to fur more than occasional conversions. The whole of ecclesias­
tical history, ancient as well as modern, supports this view of the case. 
Preaching has in all :iges and in every country, been nut only the principal 
means of conversion, hut almost the only means whose results have been 
ll'reat 01· permaneut. There is no example on record of any country or 
nation being hrought to the profession of Clll'istianity, but by the labors 
of living preachers: even among· ourselves at the pre,ent day, while almost 
all our literature is mixed up with ChristiaHity, and our langua!l"e teems 
with the most excellent works on ernry religious subject to he found 
in any tongue, how few in proportion, even of the educated classes, are con­
verted to serious piety by books: but if the ,,oice of the living 1)reacher 
is the principal instrument of conversion among the reading classes, it 
is almost the only one among the great mass of the people. 

Now the amount of public preachinl{ to the heathen in this country ha!! 
Leen very small, when compared with the more iudil'ect mean,; employed; 
and hence, though we have l.>een doing much in various ways to benefit 
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the people, we have not yet done very much for t.heir conversion, in that 
way whil'h has generally been elfl'ctual for this ohject in other countries. 
Yet there are some who think we ha,•e not been mo1·e successful, merely 
because we hal'e spent too much of om· stl'ength in preaching, and too 
little on education, &c. But it is a fact of which no man who knows 
anything of the historv of 0111· Missions is ignorant, that the only ~uccessful 
l\Jissionaries in the 8Pngal prl'sidency, have been the 111en who have 
preachl•cl well in the native lanl!uage, and the most unsuccessful have been 
those who either ,li,I not or could not pl'each ; not only so, hut there has 
scarcely beeu a :\li'8ionary yet in the country possessed of the requisite 
preaching- tal,•nl 0 , and who has spent most of his time in thi., spl!Cies of 
lahur antunl! the heathen for upwiu·ds of ten years, who has not baptized 
n very considerable numher of converts. 

To pl'eaeh Wl'II in the native language is doubtless liy no means an easy 
task, and hence many from various causes have never been able to do it. 
A larg-e pl'OJ>ortion of the European Missionaries have died, or been obliged 
to leave the cou11tl'y, before they could he efficient in this, the highest 
department of their work. About one half of those now in the country 
have come to it since I came, which is only about foul' years ago. U11de1· 
five years' residence in the counti·y, it is not to he e,q1ected that any man 
will he so very familiar with the language, opinions, and habits of the 
people as to render him an efficient preacher. For this a greatel' command 
of the languag-e is nec~ssary thim is required hy any other European in 
the country. B~ful'e he can comman<l their affections and convince their 
judgments; his own thoul!,·hts and feelings must flow in the same channel; 
and this powe1· of thinking and speaking like themselves, can lie acquired 
only hy a man of talent after he has resided among them, and had familiar 
intercourse with them for years. But though I think it requires several 
years befol'e one can become an accomplished preacher, I entirely dissent 
from the opinion expressed by one of my Calcutta hl'ethl'en, "iz. that some 
begin to preach too soon. I think the en·or usually fallen into is quite the 
contrary. As we can only learn to swim by going into the water, we can 
only learn to preach well in the language by actual practice. The more 
one speaks the better. He may make mistakes, but these will be best 
fouml out as he goes along; whereas if he sits down in his study to learn 
the language perfectly before he attempts to ad,ll'ess the peo11le in it, he 
will have all the same difficulties to encounter when he does actually begin, 
with the disadvantage that all his errors will have become settled habits, 
,v e cannot expect indee(l that the preaching of juniors will do a great 
deal of good, hut still it will clo some, and it is the only way in which they 
can attain such a facility of pulilic address as will prepare them fo1· more 
extensive usefulness. 

Though it is cause of great regret that therr has not hP-en a greate1· 
amount of pl'eaching, it is not difficult to accou11t fo1· it. Half and more 
than half of 0111· laborers have not lived long enough in India to be efficient 
in this department. Of the others it could not be expected that every 
one should succeed in a task so difficult. Some have been entirely taken 
up with schools, othel's with English pl'eaching, an<! a felV with translations; 
so that there have been only a ve1·y few individuals, who have staid a 
considerable time in the country, whose entire attention has been devoted 
to direct labo1·s for the conversion of the heathen. I am far from regard­
ing indirect means either as unnecessary or unimportant ; but when we 
al'e considering whethel' or not the actual converts have been equal to the 
amount of the means em1)loyed, the direct means by which in other coun­
tries converts are usually made, can only be taken into our account. 

Of the means of carrying on the propagation of Christianity, you will 
perceive, that I regard preaching as the chief. I would place the trans­

F i 
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lation of the Scriptures Rnd the preparation of books and tracts, purely 
religious, as the second ; 11nd the teaching and sul1e1·intending of school:j 
as the third and last. To pl'eaching in the nati1•e anguages. thep1·incipal 
energies of all should be given ; and this being a work to which no man 
can give more than a portion of his time, as it i~ im11ossible to speak for 
long at once, thel'e will be time fol' writing, &c. when bodily sti·enicth will 
not permit of preaching. All the secondary or inclirect efforts might he 
accomplished without interfering with the more direct. The preachers 
will alwm•s be the hest translators and writeu, as the,• will be most fami­
liar with ·the people, and know best what hmguage they understancl. 

This second department should therefore occupy their spare time. Our 
translations are still to correct and improve ; every edition should unclergo 
A re1•i:;io11, till they are rendered as complete as possible, \\Te want a 
11:reat many small books and tracts of a practical and didactic nature, 
not addressed to the heathen, as mo;t of our presl'nt tracts are, but to 
Christi.ms; as 0111· doctrines and practices well expounded fo1· the etlifi_ 
cation of native convel'ts, would not only tend greatly to improve them, hut 
the heathen would see mo1·e fullv from such books the excellence of our 
religion, as explainPd and ent'orced am<,ng our,eh-C'~. All our present 
tracts should likewise be impro,·ed, and others prepared, so that we may 
be ahle to present a much greater variety to the peo11le. 

As far as conver~ion is concerned, l expect very little from schools. A 
good education is doubtless exceedingly favorahle to the Christian cause, 
from the simple fact, that it pro,luces habits of thought anrl 1·elfoction, 
and enables those who have received it to examine the Scriptures and 
l!t1ch books as contain the doctrine~ and evidence, of the Christian faith; 
but in no country ha,·e common clay-schools, such a,; ahnost all our l\fis­
sionarv schools in India are, been successful as an instrnment of conver­
sion. • I am as much an advocate for schools as any man; hut h01v in 
defiance of all experience we should look on them as the most prnmising 
means of turning men from the power of S,Ltan to Gori, secn1,; to me 
exceedingly strange. As far as 1·eligion is concerned, schools m·e only 
,·aluable in as far as they will gradually produce a clas,; of more inLelligent 
bearers or readers of the wol'd of God; but without preach in!( l am con­
vinced these :Missionary sl,hools, will do very little more for the spread 
of Christianity than those of the Government, from which it is ucluded. 
Unless in a hoarding-school, which partakes much of the nature ofa family, 
religion can never be effectually taught. Rdigion 11111st cume home to 
the affections as well a~ to the understanding, aml. it is vain to expectsur.h a 
result in a noisy school, where it comes in, as in the following order, 
"Arithmetic, Geography, Mathematics, and Christianity!" The gospel 
is thus brought down from it, hi~h and holy elevation as a direct revela­
tion from God, claiming the heart and affection~ of every creature, a11d 
a~serting its unclil'ided influence on the understanding and conduct, to the 
mere Ie,·el of a human science. Christianity is studierl with the same 
feelings as geogmphy, but not with the same results. The latter is well 
enough learned when it is clearly understood and rememhered ; it h11s 
nothing to do with the heart and conduct: but religion, unless it can l)e 
taught in a grave impressive manner, detached from secular subjects, and 
addressing el'ery power of the human mind, the passions th1·011gh the 
understanding, and the understanding through the passions and feelings, 
may almost as well be left untaught. For such a 11rocess of religious 
instruction, a common day-school, however well conducted, is absolutely 
unfit; and hence the attempt to convert men to seriou~ piety in this way 
has been sc:i1·cely ever made, save in India, and here it has been a complete 
failure. 

The General Assembly's School has heen much talked of, and as an 
institution fol' the advancement of geueral education, it has been most 
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successful; hut its success in making converts has just heen about the 
same as its predecessors, that is, next to nothing•. But it ha~, ~ays Mr. 
Duff, mndP a 11,Teat many dislwlievers in the Hindu shastras,&c. So lrns the 
Hindu College, and some of these 8Ritl disbelievers from both instit11ti1111s 
I luu·e 8een in Banaras, but he1·e they hecameat once very orthodox Hi111lus. 
There are perhaps more disb.-lievers in the Pu rans among the brlihmans 
of Bamiras than Mr. D,rff's school will produce for twl'nty years to come. 
Our sciencl's will no doubt do much to overturn Hinduism, hut their 
po,~er even in this respect ha~ been, in my opinion, vastly 01·eni1ted. \Ve 
may correct their Geography and Astronomy, &c. but all the essential 
principles of their religion remain untouched. A man may be as 11:ou<l a 
r,hilosopher as Hume or Dugald Stewart, anrl ret a Hindu in religion. 
I'he pandits do not regm·d their hooks as infallible in the sense we use 
tire term, but as the reconls of tire opinion~ of ancient sal\"es. You may 
disprove any part without its being supposed to affect the whole; and after 
you have disprovt'd all that European science can overturn, you will find 
ten times more behind of the immense conglomeration of different systems 
known by the name of Hinduism than all that you have destroyed, and 
which can only be gradually rooted out by a purer system of religious 
truth taking hold on the conscience and common sen'!e of the people. 

I think the only sr.hools that Missiona1·ies should carry on directly 
should be for the children of native Christians, and likewise native hoard­
ing schools and orphan A~ylums, where the children can be b1·ought entire­
ly under the cont1·ol of their teachers, and altogethe1· separated from 
heathen influence. Such pupils being educated entirely as Christians, 
whether taught by the Missionary or not directly, would form part 
of our congregations, the same as children in our churches at home. The 
functions of the Missionary would thus he entirely of a spiritual nature, 
the mere teaching being in the hands of laymen, unless what is purely 
religious. l\Jeu who have spent years in hard sturly in order to qualify 
themsehes to act as public preachers and expounders of religion, should 
in no case be set down to teach little boys to rn,ul, write, and cast accounts. 
Men equally well qualified for such duties may easily he obtained, without 
turning regular ministers of the gospel aside from their higher and more 
important functions. 

If we are to take upon us the labor of education, it should he only of 
such pupils as we hope to bring forward as agents in spreading Christiani­
ty. These of r.ourse should be Christian youths of some promise. All 
other children connected with our churches shoul<l be educatti,l under our 
superintendence, by proper school-masters, not ministe1·s :-a111l as it respects 
general plans of education, 1 think we should have no official connection 
with them, but merely, like other friends of native improvement, do what 
we can as members of general society to advance science and literature. 
As we came to the country for the express purpose of s1H"ea<li11g the gospel, 
not human learning, we ought not su1·ely to he reproached, if like other 
Europeans in the country, we give ou1· entire energies to this object, as 
long as we are willir.g in our private capacity to do all we can for the 
good of the pl.'ople in their tempornl concerns. No military man would 
be blamed because he did not leave his military duties, to teach schools, 
nor ou~ht a Missionary whose office is to preach the gospel. Let us labor 
with all ou1· might in this great work, and look and pray for the Spirit of 
God to give effect to our efforts. 

• We cannot allow this assertion to pass unchallenged. The school alluded to 
bas not been in operation for more than five years ; so far as regards the system 
pursued in it, it never had any predecessors in India; and, at this moment, so far 
from bein~ a failure, it holds out the most encouraging prospects of success. We 
have been promised a paper for nut month in defence of Christian education, to 
which we shall most willingly give a place; fo1· on a question of 11uch importance, 
it is most desirable that truth should be elicited,-ED. 



J/indu, Festivals in January. 

YIII.-~Votire.,· 1·eg11rdi11g llindu. Ftistfoals, n1_•c1trl'ing in 
different JJ,onths.-No. 1. Janua1·y. 

To the Etlitm·s of the Calcutta Christian Ohserver. 

GENTLE~IEN, 

If you thiuk a few short notices of the principal f<>.~tirn.lr; 
kept by the 1li1Hlus of Bengal worth iusertiou in the On­
SERVER, I will with pleasure furnish you monthly with s11d1, as 
they occur. Tho,,;e of your readers who are unacqnaiuie,I with 
the Hindu religion, may by means of these notices obtain some 
idea of that s_vstem of imperstition. whose bai-;is is craft and el'l'or, 
and who.:e ten<leucy is the intPll1•ctual and moral degradation 
of its followers. A ml I indulge the hope, that. in cousPqnence, 
they may be inclucPcl to exert then1.~elves in spreading the know­
ledge of the blc:.•si,L'll Gospel among the poor peopl<- around them, 
who arc litL•rally perishing for lack of lrnowle,lge, a111l who 
in too many im;tances, adhere to the ahsurditie,- dctailecl lwlow, 
only because 110 one iutL·rPsts himself in their behalf, or takes 
the trouble to teach tlwm bdter. 

J.,N. 12.-B,ilhing al Sagar Island. 
This fcstirnl is the first in this month. It is helLl on tl1e 

south-ea,.;t ~i,le of the l,;land, where thr (iangPs rnus into the 
sea, and comuwnces on the last day of the month of Pans, which 
conei,;pon,ls with tlw I~th of January. Immense crowds from 
all parts of Bengal resort to this place. The g1·eatest propQr­
tion of pilgrim,;, however, are females. The reason why men are 
fewet· in numb,!r is the impossibility, in such a locality, of their 
avoiding breaking- the rule,s of the shastras, chiefly as these 
refer to the atti>1llling to the functions of nature, which trans­
gre,ssions iu women are winked at and more easily forgiven. 
Religious mendicant,;, attracted by the hope of gifts, are always 
to be found here in swarms, and disgust one by their indecent 
exterior aud their harp~1-like deportment to the pilgrims. 

The spot where the people assemble is a :,;audy beach, extend­
ing about a mile and half in length and half a mile in breadth. 
Frequently above 100,000 persons are here congregated, who 
during their stay reside in small temporary sheds, made of 
mats, which they bring with them. Shop-keepers from Calcutta. 
and other places also erect numbrrle:,;,; booths, where they dis­
po1,e of all kinds of commodities. This extensive encampment, 
with the large fleet of boats on the sea-shore, adorned with signs 
and gaudy flag,; of every description, forms a tout-ensemble of 
a most singular and unique appearance. 

The festival continues three days. On the ht day, besides 
Lathing, all the pilgrims sacrifice to the manes of their deceased 
ancestors, and usually choose the evening for that purpose. They 
then light on the shore a great number of cherags or small 
lamps, which causes a general illumination, and produces a very 
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picturesque effoct wl1cn viewed from a distance. The pilgrim­
age is nut aecountctl complete, unless c, e1·y pPr:-011 vi,..its a11<l 
worships Kapil 11-luni. '1 his is a com·sl'ly ,;e11lptured idol, 
represe11ti11g a Hindu ascetic in the attihule of meditation. It 
is plaectl iu a temple situated 011 tlll' very bor<lers of the jungle, 
and now much tlilapida.cd ; hut the surrou11tli11g ruins i,;how it 
to have been formerly in Homishiug· circumstances. There was 
attached to it a large convent of Sany.isis, several of whom 
resided there permanently, all() often became the prey of tigers 
and uthct· wild beasts ; at 111·pse11t they resort thither only at 
the time of tlte festival. Kapil .Muni was a Hindu sage, 
founder of the Shankya philosophy, who in days of yore cursed 
and sent to Tartarus the 60,000 sons of a great potentate named 
Sagar, because they had rudely disturbed him in his devotions. 
He is therefore much feared, and thought to be an incarnation of 
Vishnu. 

The benefits accruing from bathing at Sagar are very great. 
The Hin<lus are taught that by performing this ceremony, they 
are purified from every sin however heinous, even the sin of kil­
ling a brahman, which in their estimation transcends all others 
in enormity. He who bathes at Sagar, or dies t.here, obtains 
the highest degree of bliss in the next world, and i8 absolved 
from the necessity of being born again on earth in any shape 
whatever. 

It is to obtain these imaginary advantages that multitudes of 
deluded beings, e.~pecially women and children, leave their 
dwellings at the coldest period of the year, and huddled toge­
ther in boats, un<ler the most uncomfortable circumstances, per­
fo1·m a long journey to the inhospitable jungles of Sagar ; and 
after enduring numerous privations and sufferings, an<l being 
exposed to many dangers, return home just as the_v went, un­
pa1·done<l and unsauctified sinners ; yea, it is to Le feared, even 
farther from God thau they were before they set out ! 0 ! where 
is the Christian who does not feel for them, and who can refuse 
stretching out a helping hand to lead his poor delmled fellow­
creatures to the tme Friend of sinners-to Him who alone can 
delirnr them from the guilt and the power of Bin ? 

Owing to different causes, the number of pilgrims has of late 
years much diminished. The writer of this article, who has 
repeate<lly vi:;;ited Sagar at the time of the bathing fr,stival, for 
the purpose of preaching the Gospel and distributing religion,, 
tracts, saw there, five or six years ago, not less than 80,000 
human beings assembled ; whilst two years ago not more per 
haps than 9W,OOO were present . 

.Formerly women who had made a vow, used, at this place, to 
cast their children into thE water, where they we1·e soon devoured 
by the shat·ks and alligator~. However, si11ce Lord \V ellcsley 
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issue<l an order against this horrible practice, it has been t>ntirely 
discoutiuned. Public onler is maintained at Sagar .Meta Ly 
two darogahs and 30 or 40 peons, sent Ly the Mag-istrate of 
the Q4 pargannahs, of whose district the island fo1•me, a part. 

JAN, 11.-Ratanti Chaturdashl. 
This festival takes place on the day before the new moon, viz. 

the 17th Janual'y. The goddess Kali is worshippe<l, and the 
same offerings made and sacrifices offero~d as at the Kal,,-,11 
puja. There are two sects of Hindus who worship this deity, 
the Pashwiichar and the Birachfir. The former commence the 
worship at 9 o'clock in the evening, an,I the latte1· at 10. A 
great number of Hindus, however, do not celeLrate this festival 
at all. 

JAN. 23.-Sri Panchami or Sarashwatl Pujtl-
ls hehl on the 5th day of the increase of the moon, falling 

this year on the Q3rd January, and lasts two days. Sarashwati 
is the goddess of learning, and is represented as a white female, 
with a white lotus in her hand, and sitting on a flower of the 
same colour. The puja i,i performed in the forenoon by every 
Hin<lu who can read arnl write. The offerings consist of rice, 
sweetmeats, &c. which, as in all cases of a similar nature, are 
appropriated by the officiating priests. 

Those who cannot afford, or who do not choose to make an 
image of Sarashu·at,, worship her by placing before them 
either a book, a pen, or an inkAtand, as emblems of the god­
des;;, and on that day they most carefully abstain from reading, 
writing, or attending to any kind of studies. The <Jnly rea­
son for this practice is, that the sha,stras command it: why 
they command it, many do not pretend to say ; but some pan­
dits explain the matter in two ways : 1 st, they say that the day 
ought to be altogf'ther devoted to the goddess, and hence the 
prohibition from atten<ling to any bu:,1iness which would distrnct 
the mind, and draw away the attention from this important duty ; 
and ~ndly, that a book, pen and inkstand having been used as 
representatives of Sarashwata, and worshipped accordingly, it 
would be very unbecoming, on tlw same day, to use these 
articles in an inferior capacity and for meaner purposes. 

Sarashwati is very much reverenced, because she is the giver 
of knowle<lge ; and knowledge, the Hindus say, is the source 
of the four best things that can ever be possessed by men, viz. 
religious merit, wealth, good desires, and salvation. Every 
one who worships this goddess is sure to become learned and 
wise, and every thing which he attempts by means of his pen 
will be successful. 

JAN. 24.-Sitala S11asti. 
This festival is held on the 6th day of the increase of the 

moon, or the ~Hh January. Sliasti is the wife of Kartika, and 
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thP proteetress of children. No image of this goddes-1 is malle. 
The worship, in which womt•n chiefly are engaged, is performed 
b_v gri111li11g a flower on the curry-stone. No warm food is 
allowed during the whol<' day; the rice cooked on the previous 
day alone is 11,.;ed. The Hindu women are fully persuatlt!d that 
if they worship S-itnla Slwst'i, ;;he will pre~erve tlwm from all 
the troubles a11d sorrows to which their ;;ex is subject ; and 
though tl11•y haVt) repeatetlly St'l'II the contrary, these poor de­
luded cn•atnrcs, alas ! clo not learn by experieuce, nor lose the 
least part of their infatuation. 

JAN. 25.-Arun Uday. 

Is held on the 7th day of the increase of the moon, falling 
on the 2.5th January. Arnn is the charioteer of the s1111. This 
day all Hindus who are able, bathe at sunri~e, and worship 
the great luminary. The advantage:,; derived from bathing on 
this occasion are considera!lle. He who bathes in common wa­
ter, as for instance, a tank; pool, ~c. obtains the same benefits 
as if he had bathed at the time of a sun eclip~e, or had made a 
present of many cows to the brahmans, that is, he is delivered 
from all sins, except the four mortal ones, which are killing a 
b1·ahman, drinking spirituous liquors, stealing gold, and 
seducing the w~fe of one'.~ spfritual guide: and he who on 
this day bathes in the Ganges, is blessed beyonrl all de~c,·iption. 
He derives all the benefits which would have accrued to him 
jf he had bathed in the sacred stream at innumerable sun 
eclipses, and these are too many to enumerate : among others, 
he is sure that he will be preserved from all kinds of sicknesses, 
ailments, diseases ; and besides, he gets rid of all the sins he 
has committed, not during this life only, but in seven preceding 
births. 

JAN. 26.-Bhishmaatami. 

This fe&itival is held on the 8th day of the increase of the 
moon, viz. the Q6th January, in honor of Bhishmastami, a son of 
R~ja Sldintanu and the goddess Ganga. He was so valiant 
and excellent a king, that his name has become proverbial 
among the natives, when they wish to express a powerful and 
good man. Bhishmastami had no son to attend to his funeral 
rites, and therefore all Hindus perform in his honor the cere­
mony of tarpan, which is used at the Shraddltas, when they pre­
sent offerings to the manes of their ancestors, and which con­
sists in a libation of a little water with the hollow of the hand, 
at the same time pronouncing peculiar formula,,, Those who 
attend to this duty are promised in the sha.stras remission 
of all the sins they have committed during the year; and those 
who omit_ itd, lose all the merit of their good actions during the 
same per10 . 

V. G 
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JAN, 30.-Gobinda Dwadaa!.i. 

Gobinda is a name of Vishnu, and Dwadasht means the l~th 
day of the moon, when this festival is held (30th January). 
The Hindu shastras give accounts of ten incamations of 
Vishnu in the character of presener, nine of which are said 
to be past. The third of them, the Baraha (Boar) Avatar 
took place on the present day. The reason of this incarnation 
is told in the sh:istras in two different ways. One is, that at 
a periodical <lestruetion of the world, when the earth sunk into 
the waters, Vishnu appearing in the form of a Loar, descended 
into the waters, and with his tu1,ks drew up the earth. The 
other is, that a eertain powerful and wicked giant named 
Hiranakya, who had causell much mischief on the earth, had 
retired to Patfil or the lower regions ; and to gPt at him and 
destroy him, Vishnu took the form of a Loar, rent the earth 
with his tusks, accomplished his purpose, and after having done 
so, preYious to re-assuming bis proper form, amused himself by 
sporting with the females of tlw ignoble animal whose shape he 
had borrowed ! ! ! Such are the monstrous and contemptible 
doctriuesof the Hindu system. Seeing these, can anyone wonder 
at the want of moral sense aucl the degradation of its ad­
herents? 

The benefits derived from bathing in the Ganges at the 
Gohinda Dwadasltt, are deliverance from all kinds of sins ; 
and the merit of those who bestow alms on this day can never 
be obliterated Ly any future offences. The orthodox Hindus 
therefore at this feast, more than at other times, are particu­
larly generous and liberal. 

These are the principal festivals kept by the Hindus of Ben­
gal during the month of January. On one of them only, Sri 
Pancham'i, are the Government offices closed. 

Should these brief notices prove of any interest to your rea­
ders, I purpose to continue them next month, and regularly to 
the end of the year•. L. 

i> ,v e trust our intelligent correspondent will continue the notices, 
as proposed. \Ve are persuaded they will interest our readers, as well as 
ourselves; and we tru~t may lead to deeper intere~t in the moral and 
spiritual improvement of our Hindu follow subjects, thus lamental,ly trust­
ing in" refuges of lies."-ED. 
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!'emote-is to he apprehended only throug;h the medium of serious thought 
and faith. This is a circumstance of formidable omen, even 1111d.!r the 
best s11pposf/ble condition of our nature. thus compounded nnd situated. 
Even in TII AT case, there would spem to lit> required a VF.RV special, 
umeniitted Didne influence to preserve it 1·iirht. How should there not 
be a constant mi~hty te11de11c!J to a wrnnl! preponderance! 

But this is not all! Our nature is immeasurnhly far from heing in that 
"best .rnppos,,ble state." Our nature is sunk into such a state, that it has 
a most mighty and oh~tinate tendency to give it,;elf wlwll!f to the inferim·, 
tempfJml, clas.< of its i11terf.ils. And the elfet:t of this tendency uncounter­
acted, is to throw the sup1·eme interests and the soul itself away. 

This is a fearful predicament! One should imagine it could not be 
thought of without IPrror. One would imagine too that the terror of it 
(if any reason or right feeling were h•ft in mau), would make the !loctrine 
of divine, transforming, assistin!! irrace to he welcomed with enthusiasm. 
Except in reliance on this, we should hear with uttt!r despai1· the injur1c­
tion-" Set your affections, &c.," 1?i,·e11 as the so1·er1>i,g-n ,luty, the com­
prehensi,·e precept, to u~ sojourners on earth.-Let us atteud a few 
moments to the suhject an,l application of this command. 

In the first place, an indisneet la11g-uage may ha,·e sometimes been ust>d 
by pious men and teachers-not mai11taini11g exactly a due regard to the 
limitatirms on the latter part of the precept-a language to the effect 
almost, of requiring an ahsolutt>, entire irnlifference or contempt to all 
terrest1·ial thin,!:s, insom111·h. that the considerate rearler or hearer has been 
sayiug within himself, " Now that is .yt,-ictly impossible or absurd." 

Sometimes this languag<' of ex(·1•ss has hecn, we may veuture to say, a 
rather u11thioking repPt1tion of a kiud of common-place; hut it has often a 
better ori1!in, as i11 the retired, contemplati,·e, ,levout life of some good 
men. The language of reli!!ion has had a 1mrticula1· advantage even in this 
sense, whl.'11 it has come from enlightened an<l pious men "ho have had 
much to do in the world ( II ale fo1· in~tance ), 01· from sho,·t., occasional 
seasons of peculiarly elernted feeling, such as that produc~d in good men 
by affliction, calamity, or persecution. But it is disseI"Viceable to religion 
thus to preach, as if it were an an11ihilation of our interests in this world. 
They haue claims-and they will make them good in our defiance. And 
what is more, these claims must be allowed. 

Thi11k in how many ways we are made susceptible of pleasu1·e and pain 
from '' the thinl!:s on the earth," and to what an amo1a.t, in passing SO, 
60, 70 years upon it! Now we may surely believe that, fallen and g·uilty 
as we are, our Creator does not will pleasure denied, or pain endured, 
more than is inevitable to our mortal comlition, or disciplinary toward 
our future life: and therefore we may, in re/!:ulated measure, desire the 
pleasing, Le anxious to avoid the paiuful. Again, think how much ll'e need 
of interest, and attl'11tio11, an,! care, to avoirl the ills of thi.; mortal life; 
}1ow much concern ~nd study, applied directly to temporal things, in 
orrler that, on the whole, we may have the most beuetit of 0111· relations 
to this terrestrial scene. The particulars that might he specified will 
occur to e"erv one. Health is deserv, dlr an ohject of great i11te1·est and 
care, and "alfei:tiou" must be inevitably, aiul justly SET 011 it. It is the same 
with a person's ,war rclatil'es in lifr. Aurl then, as a matter coucerning 
both himself an<l them, his temporal conditiou, in the plainest sense of 
that epithet-no small interest, that is to say, "affection" is necessarily 
"set" on compete11ce, especially in times, whe11 this is very 1lifficult and 
precarious of attainment. As we have referred to the "times"-we may 
add, that a man who looks on 1.he coruluct of public affairs, hy which 
ltis o" 11 a11d his family's a11d his fellow citizens' welfare a1·e deeply affected 



1886., Original Se,-mons of Jokn Fosfr1•. 4,r, 

-will nece.•sari~1/ feel ,·ery considerahlP intrr,.st in that 1lirl"dion; an,1 "set 
some affection" on what he is conl"inc('(l 1111111,1 lw th,, l11•st., or at l,·ast a 
helter, state of things. A~ain, if he is a man of cultil':11,,,I intellect and 
taste, the l,cauties and wondi>rs of nature-the> great works of hum,in intel. 
lect and gi>nius-the discoveries of s.-it>nce hecome ohjerts of'' affl'ction." 

Now in such points, it is sePn how intimate is our ri>hition to this world. 
And in some propflrtion to the intimary and thc numhcr of onr relations 
to this world, it will inevitably he that "affections" must be set on it, 
unless there were some kind of continual moral miracle. 

But how str,kin!! and how sad it is here to consider, that the relations 
to this present world art> the nu/_11 ones practically recognizeil hy the far 
greatrr numhrr of mankincl ! As if they took the sole force of the text 
to consist in these limitations of the injunction. 

Let us turn to the other ,·iew of the subject. By the nobler part of 
our nature, we are placed in the most solemn •·elations to anothel' economy; 
anrl not to have a cleep sense of this fact, implies that something is enor. 
mously wroni. This immortal spirit was appointt'd but for n few years to 
this earth, hut elernt1l~1J to another stnte. Anil it is placed in relations, 
compo1·tin9 ll"ith its eternity of existence, to God,-the one infinite 
Being, the one sole perfect and independent essence; to the Redeem. 
er,-the Lord, and the Life, of the new economy; to an unseen 
state-to an oriler of exalted holy and happy beings in that state-and 
to a pure nn,I exalted anil endless felicity in that state. And do I give, 
in conformity to ofle law of my nature, a great measure of my affections 
to the things to which I have a subordinate temporary relation, and rP;fuse 
affection towards ohjects of etel'nal importance and interest, although led 
to this hy another lil\v of my being?!! ! It is right that thf' soul's welfare 
~hould depend on its setting its affections on those glorious objects ;-right 
that to he carnally.minded should be death-spiritually.minded,life. But 
still, again, how manellous and how lamentahle, that the soul crm consent 
to stay in the dust, when inviteil above the stars! when it has in its 
own experience the demonstration, that this is not its world-knows, that 
eum if it were, the possession will soon cease-and has a glorious revelation, 
and a continual loud call from above ! 

Hut it is on the ilutr, as consiilereil not absolutely, but comparati,·ely, 
of setting the affection abol'e, that we would insist. 

What should be the comparative stale of the affections, towards the 
one and the othe1·? And what can the answer be but, plainly and briefly, 
tlmt there must be at the lowest account a decided preponderance in favor 
of 8piritual and eternal things? At the lowest .~late ofthe case, we repeat­
for alas ! this is but little to say fo1· the feeling towards things so con. 
h-aste<l, so immensely different in value ! This is the lowest ground on 
which a mau can justly deem himself a Christian. And consider, if no 
more than barely this is attained, how often this itself is likely to be pt1t 
ill doubt. On all accounts, therefore, how clearly it is a duty and an 
interest to aspire to every attainal,le degree beyond a mere positive prepon. 
derance ! \Ve may even assert, that this aspirntion is an inilispensable sign 
or symptom. 

And this may lead to the question,-what may he safely taken as 
indications, or proofs, that there i.y the required prepondennce ? Now 
in most cases of comparison and preference, a man has no need to seek 
or think ahout the e,·idence of his preference-it is a matter of prompt 
am) uncquit-ocut crmsciousues.~. Anil if in any case in the universe, it should 
be so here. How happy to have it thu,; ! But even with good men, the 
case is not always such ( far from it), a~ to nmke a reforence to tests and 
proofs unnecessary or useless. 
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There is however nothing my~terious in the matter and operation of 
these tests-nothing like the Urim and Thummin-nothiug lilce the 
ordeals; it is an aft"ai1· of plain, serious, faithful thought. For example,­
]et a man take the occasion to examine, when he is very strnngly interested 
hy some one temporal object 01· concern, whether he can realize-" more 
than all this is the interest I feel in the hope of eveda~tir.g holiness and 
joy?" \l'hen he is greatly pleased with some one temporal possession, or 
success, or prospect, and his thou,ihts suddenly turn to the highe1· object, 
is he then decidedly more pleased? or, does he feel a deep and earnest 
solicitude that this temporal good may not injure him in his highe1· 
interest? or, again, in such a case, does he feel a strong overbalancing 
consolation from "things above?" Is he more pleased to give the earnest 
application of his mind to the higher ol,jects and interests tl1an to any 
inferior ones? Does he feel that, on the whole, he would do more, or 
sacrifice more for the one, than for the other? lVhile greatly interested 
in a temporal pursuit, does he habitually chm·ge it upon his soul, and ae­
tually endeavour, that he do with still greater intentness prosecute a highe1· 
object? Ifhe perceive that his pursuit of a temporal ohject is heg·i1111i11g to 
outrun (if we may so speal1 ), his pursuit of the nohler,-does he sule111nly 
inte1·mit, in order that he may still keep us his affectionate interest in the 
thing~ abo,·e' Is he constantly, or vei-y often, impelled to the Divine throne 
to implore grace and strength, that there may he II decided preponderance­
the witness for him "above," that there is that proof at least of his affec­
tions there? Jf, hy the advance of life, he is sensible he is .fast going out 
of the thin_qs on the earth, does he rise above all regret at this in the view 
of the suhlime ohjccts ''above?" We will only add, in his occupation and 
transactions with "the things on the earth," has he acquired the habit of 
imparting even to tlw.rn concerns a principle and 1·eference still bearing 
toward the l,igher object? Such (1uestio11s as these would be the points 
for placing and keeping the subject in a state of trial and proof-would be 
an admonition, too, of the necessity of applying all the force in the higher 
direction. 

Now, how happy to be in such a state of decided preference in the devote. 
ment of the affections! Happy, considering, that to those higher things 
we are in a constant permanent relation, whereas our relation to the ter­
restrial is varying and transient ! Reflect how many things "on the earth" 
we have been in relation to, hut are no longer, and shall no m01·e. Happy ! 
bel"ause a i-ight state of the affections towards the superior objects is the 
sole security for our having the greatest benefit of those on earth ! Happy! 
because every step of the progress which we must make is leaving the one, 
in an advance towards a blessed and eternal conjunction of the other. 
And, then, finally, (what we adverted to at the beginning,) that circum­
stance of transf"endent happiness, that in the superior state of good 
men, there will be no contrary attraction,, no diverse and oppostid rela­
tions, to put thtiir choice and their souls in difficulty or peril ! 

[Sermon, No. II. in our n,.:r,t,] 
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WHAT IS LIFE? 

1. 
Life's a bubble, glistening brightly 
With the rainbow's beauteous hues, 
Ever rising, never resting, 
Which fond man in vain pursues­
Ever snatching, never reaching, 
Vexed and tired, involved in tt·ouhle, 
Finds that life is but a bubble. 

Life's a vapour, gently rising 
With the beams of morning light, 
Which the clearer l'ays of noonday 
Scatter with effulgence bright-
Y outh'11 the morning; manhood's day; 
Age the time we pass away ; 
Rising from the tomb, we see 
Life join'd with immortality. 

Life's a pathway, strewed with Bowers, 
Beauteous tints and fragrant odours, 
J,fingled here and there with briars 
\Vhich impede the pilgrim's progress ; 
But this pathway leads us on 
Far beyond the darksome tomb, 
Where Bowers immortal ever springing, 
Streams eternal ever ffowing, 
Angel bands for ever singing, 
Spirits just their anthems hymning 
Show the bubble burst, the vapour past, 
---- The pathway trod : 
Their rest is heaven, their fulness God. 

CalcutttJ, Dec. 20, 183.S. 
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Missionm·y and Religious lnte/ligeuce. 

ffltef.Ha1tlll"!! anlr 1\tHgfaui lnttlltg-tnct. 

ASIA. 
1.-BENGA'L AuxJLIARV l\lJ1ss10NARY SocrnT\', CA1.cUTTA. 

The Seventeenth Rt>rort of this Institution has just been published, 
and will doubtless alfo,·d much satisfaction to those who take an interest 
in Missionary operations. There are many passages we would gladly 
transfer to our pages, but must content ourselves with the following:-

In such a field ns Briti;h India, where so many difficulties present them~elves 
to the spread of trnth, it is cheerio,:,: to reflect on thr fact, that the simple an,l faith­
ful exhibition of Christ crucified has and can effect that which the combined wisdom 
of men could not accomplish.-lt is the power and wisdom of God unto the salva­
tion of the soul. Nor is it less exhiliratiug to "itn,·s,, notwithstanding the 
cavillings of the enemies of our faith, and the ~loomy predictions of timid friends, 
the immense mass of good which has been a<·romplishcd by our brethren who ,ww 
sleep in Jesus, and of whose works it may, with t, uth, he ,aicl, that ""!I tlo follou, them. 
They appear to have been preparing the armour for those who are now called upon 
to use it in the struf!'gle "·ith the powers of darkness. lu this country, it is true we 
cannot indulge io lofty flights of imagery, as it regards the success of the Gospel 
in the conversion of souls ; but we can with confidence, point to fruits which philoso­
phy could not obtain, or science secure. 

When we look around us, all(I witness the prejudice of caste weakening, a taste 
for European literature excited, education on Christian principles receiving the 
sRnction of natives, the respectful attention paid hy larl!'e audito, ies to the preRehing 
of the Gospel, the spirit of enquiry on almost every su ject which has been excited, 
and the eagerness manifested to obtain religious publications-when we view these 
things, and compare them with the former feelings, and the gloomy suspicions with 
\\hich the labors of mis~ionaries were at first viewed-we arc cou~trained to say, 
" What hath God wrought!" If so much has been effected in such a field, with so 
few laborers, what may we not expect when the religious sympathies of Britain 
shall be fully enlisted on the behalf of this natu,·ally beautiful, but morally disfi­
gured, country. 

Iu enumerating the advanta11:es which have flowed to the native population, 
those, which religion has conferred upon our own countrymen, have not been alluded 
to: it is not saying too much, perhaps, to assert, that since the commencement of 
Missions, the tone of morals has been raised, the social enjoyments of life much 
more rigidly attended to, and intemperance has not only been deemed immoral, but 
to a great extent unfashionable; an,! it has become a part of a man's moral 
character, that he should be attached to some one of the many sanctuaries which 
11dorn our city. 

These tokens of divine favor call us to anticipate the arrival of that day when the 
saints shall rule the earth, and every power opposing itself to truth, be vanquished, 
and piety with all its attendant blessings, be conferred on the family of man; in a 
word, we will thank God and take courage, 

In the close of the Report, the Committee state, that 
There are, in connexion with this Society, 11 European Missionaries, one East 

Indian and three Native Assistants. They engage in about 90 weekly preaching 
service;, independant of scholastic and other duties. Supposing their congregations 
to average so, at each service, this will afford them an opportunity of addressiog 
weekly, 4,500; monthly, 18,000; and annually, '216,000 indiv_iduals, on the subject 
of salvation. If each of these persons but speak to one of their acquaintance on the 
subject to which they have listened, we h11,·e the Gospel made known annually to 
nearly 501l,000 souls. We have been thus explicit on the subject of preaching, since 
it has, and we trust will form a principal feature in the operations of our Society. 

There are 9 schools in Calcutta, conducted by the Missionaries, or their 
wives, containing 445 Boys, and 65 girls. In Chinsurah is a Portuguese 
female school, which is said to be steadily proga·essing, but the number in 
attendance is not stated. An orphan asylum at Barhampur contains 14 
boys and 2 girls; and a Girls' school undea· the care of Mrs. Hill, has 
20 in re.,ular attendance; another under the superintendance of Mrs. 
Paterson7 has 30 names on the list, of whom 24 attend regularly. There 
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is also a Bangali boys' school, in which the older classes le:un the Roman 
system, as well as the nati\'C character; twelve young men ha,'" );itely hl'en 
studying E11glish. At Danliras are four schools for hors in J~n!.\"lish ; two 
Hindui, and one Urdu and Persian. Mrs. Buyers and Mrs. Mather have 
also each a small girls' school, establislwd during the past year. 

2.-llAPTIST l\h,slONARY SOCIETY, 

I. Baptism of Native convert.,. 
The Brethren lahouring- in connection with this society, have been 

cl1eered hy several accessions to the churches under theil· care. On the 7th 
Nov. two persons, a man and a woman, were baptized on a profession of 
faith at Salkiva near Haurah. On the 22nd, three more, two men and R 
female, Wl're iiaptized in Cnlcutta; and on the 6th ult . .four others were re­
ceived by the same rite into the Christian church at Chitpur. The baptism 
of several other hopeful converts is expected shortly to take place. 

2. Examination of Schools. 
A public examination of the youths in the llindu and Nalive Christian 

Bogs' Boardi11g Schools, located at Chitpur, was held on the 7th ultimo, in 
the premises belonging to the Benevolent Institution, in Calcutta, and 
afforded great satisfaction to the ladies and gentlemen present on the occa.. 
sion. Thi! following " Order of the Examination" will show the kind of 
instruction imparted in these exceUent institutions, while the proficiency 
rnadtl in them, especially by the higher classes, as elicited at the examina­
tion, bears honorable test:mony to the diligence of the scholars, and the 
ability and application with which their studies have been conducted by 
the superintendant and his assistants, • 

ORDER OF THE EXAMINATION. 
Third Class Christian Boys, ... , Old Testament History. 
Fifth ditto ditto,, .... ,........ Baogali New Testament, 
Fifth Class Hindu Boys,.. . . .. . Bakye.bali. 
Fourth ditto ditto,............. New Testament History. 
Second Class Christian Boys,.. Geography of Europe and Asia. 
Third Class Hindu Boys,...... English Reader, No. IV. 
First Cius Christian Boys,.. . . Bangali Hitopodesh. 
Second ditto ditto,............ Bangall New Testament, in. the Roman character. 
First Class Hindu Boys,....... Clift's Political Economy. 
Second ditto ditto,............ Mechanics, Hydrostatics, and Pneumatics. 
First Class Christiaa Boys,,.,. Astronomy. 
First Class Hindu Boys,....... Genlngy,-150 pages of De la Beeche's Manual. 
Second Class Hindu and Chris-

tian Boys,. ............... . 
First Class Hindu Boys, ..... . 
First Class Christian Boys, ... . 

History of the World to the Death of Aleunder. 
History of England to the present time. 
Geography of the Old and New Testament. 

First Class Hindu and Christian 
Boys,...... . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . History, Analysis, and Design of the Old Test. 

First Class Christian Boys,.... The Scripture Evidence of Prophecy. 
First Cius Hindu and Christian 

Boys, ......... , .. . . . .. . . . . . Elements of Scripture Doctrine. 
The llindu School at present contains about 160 boys, but it is intended 

immediately to increase it to 300, and an enlarged school room for the 
accommodation of that number, is being erected. The Christian Boys 
Boarding School contains 35 youths. 

3.-KATAK, ORISA'. 

We are delighted to learn that our brethren labouring in Orisa, amidst 
aome trials and discourngements, meet with much to encourage them. In 
a letter recently received from one of their number, the writer says:-" I 
expect the largest increase this year we have had since the arrival of our 
!\li,;sionaries in this province." Another letter contains the following pa.. 
ragrapb, which will be read with mingled emotions. \Ve had an addition 
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of three to our number yesterday (Sept. 8th.) An East Indian, an old 
woman, and a youth of ei~htl'l'JJ. Thus the Lord is blessing our feeule 
labours; we have he,;ide one candidate, an East Indian. I hope things are 
going on pretty well: we are, howe,·e1·, considt•rahly trnnhleil about some 
of our nati,·e members, who seem too much under the i11fluence of the old 
Guru Sund11ra Des, whose Jisciples many of the Christi,ins were. He 
gi\'es it out that he is a second incarnation of Jesus Cb1·ist, and makes 
great pretensions. He kno1vs II good deal about religion, but he must be 
a leader, and l1ave disciples. 

4,,-BAR:lfAII, 

We understand that some consideral,le changes have taken place in 
Rangoon, since the <late of our last intcllig·ence : but how they will affect 
the advance of the Redeemer's Kingdom there is yet uncertain. Koshan 
Lun, the native assistant, who was called to suffer fo1· 1·ighteousness' sake, 
has gone to receive his reward. He left the most convi11cing evidence of 
his having passed from death unto life ; aml while we rej!;ret his loss to the 
cause of our Redeemer, we rejoice that he is beyond the reach of persecu­
tion, where the wicked cease from troubling and th~ weary a1·e at rest. 
About five days after his death the Governor of Rangoon, who was his 
persecutor, also died, and was burned, acc01·di11g to Burman custom. 

The new Governor has arrived, but what his course will be, in reference 
to the Christian religion, remains yet to be develupe<l ; clouds of darkness 
seem to rest upon the cause there, but we hope they will soon be dispelled, 
though it be hoping against hope. 

We have heard of the anival of Mr. anti Mrs. Simons at Ava; but nothing 
particular rcspecti11g the p1·ogress of inquiry about the religion of Christ. 
At :'.\faulmein God has been pouring out his spirit in a glorious manne1·; 
five have been haptised from among the heathen, and fifteen or sixteen 
from among the Eurnpeans, and an anxious spit-it of enquiry still pervades 
all classes, 

5.-BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

\Ve are happy to find, that there has been lately an accession to the 
number of i\lissionary labourers at the Bombay Presidency. On the 9th 
of October, the Hev. Mr. Ballantine, and Mr. Webster (p1·inter), with 
their wives, arrived from Boston, to strengthen the American Mission at 
Bombay; and a few weeks ago, the Rev. !\Jr. Fyvie and his wife, after a 
voyage to England, rendered necessary by illness, returned in safety to Bom­
bay, in progress to Surat, their former station. May much usefulness attend 
the exertions of all these brethren, and may they he followed by many more 
zealous and efficient labourers. 

We notice with pleasure, that by a resolution equallr honourable to the 
Society and the object of :their choice, the Rev. i\Jr. \Vilson, of the Scot­
tish Missionary Society, has been unanimously elected P.-esident of the 
Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. 

6.-EUROPE. 
ENGL/\ND, 

Having been favoured with the perusal of a letter recently received from 
a gentleman, lately a highly respected Merchant of this City, now in Eng­
land, we have requested permission to make a few extracts for the g1·atifi­
cation of our readers ; being persuaded that they will be read with consi­
derable interest, and if we mistake not, profit, by many: and should any 
be induced, by the example of the respected writer, or by the representa­
tion he gh·es of the active exertions of British Christians, " to go and do 
likcwi,;e," much good will result from thei1· publication. The writer having 
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had a good deal to do, in the way of business, in rail roads, makes the 
following obst!1·vatio11s respecting them, which will uot be thought unin­
te1·esting. 

There cRn be no douht thRt these RRilways will be highly beneficial to the rom­
me,·ciRI prosperiti• of the country ; the improvement in the coonmon roads has 
\\'orked wontlrrs !lince 1 was in England, by increasing the facilities of communica­
tion, aod con~eq11c11tly the traffic, the enlar~ement of towns and i;c1u-n1l growth of 
trR<le : all<l when Railways are made nil over the conntry, as will uudoubtedly be the 
cnse eventually, a mnch rreater re~olution will tRke place. 

There are severnl Railways in the north of Eudand already, from one town to 
anothel', anll one in I re land ; and there are now constructing- one from London to 
.Hinniu~ham, one from London to Southampton; with the Loudon 11nd Grrt:nwicb, 
from which nrr to brnuch one tu Gravrsend Rnd Dover, anrl one to Bri~hton. And there 
arr two r111npnnics formed by Bills in Parliament, for one llailway, London to Bristol, 
to bra.n,·h eveutually to Exeter and Plymouth and to Wales or the Severn, so as to 
comm,ouicate with llantry Uay to the south of Ireland, which when effected, au im­
mense change is expected to lie brought about in that port and ~thers, from its great 
p,·efercncr as R port of safety. The other company is formed for constructing a 
Raih•ay from London to York. 

SteRm packets hnve also increaserl the facilities of con1munication with all places 
on the continent ; tl"ips to France, Belgium, up the Hhiue, and even to Hamburg, 
St. Petersburg, an,J Stockholm are performed with greater ease and less time than 
could formerly be taken in going to the Isle of Wight or Margate. 

As my new business is connecte,I with St. Pctrr,;burg and Hamburg, it is not 
uulikely but I may pay them a visit some of these days. We write to Hamburg on a 
Tuesday, receive a reply with samples of goods in the course of the same week, send 
our orders back, and sometimes get the goods, the next week. 

I have thus attempted to give you some idea of the advances making in the 
mechanical and .-orldly prospects of ou,· country; I wish I could give you as full an 
account of the prog,·ess making in more important thiugs, those which are connected 
not merely witn the temporal but the eternal welfare of our count,·ymen. My igno­
rance, however, of all such matters before I left England precludes me from giving an 
opinion as to the ad,,ances made; but I can say, I have been greatly astonished at the 
numerous plans and associatious now existing for the promotion of ,·eligion among 
the people, as well ,is for othe,· henevolent pmpose,. You are probably aware of 
some, if not of all of them i hut a::; soinc of our fric:ntls 1nay not he, I enclose a list 
of the public Anuiversary Meetings that have been held lately up to this time, prin­
cipally during the month of May ; as a knowledge of the active engagements of 
Christians here may stimulate to increased ene,·gy with you. I have been pre8ent at 
several of these meetings, (at all it is impossible, and very fatiguing to be at many,) 
and I can say it was a graud and interesting scene to witness about 3000 persons 
iu one room, (Exeter Hall new buildin~, erected for such public assemblies,) with but 
one gallery al the end, called the platform, on which the speokers, committees, and 
friends sit. 

I shall ad,l a few more lines on the subject of Christian Associations, and the con­
staut occupation of individu11ls and Churches in various ways, in order to promote 
our Divine Hedeemer's kingdom and the eternal happiness of mankind. My experi­
ence, howeveo·, as you may suppose, is but small at present; still the statement of 
what little I have been called upon to do, and what I see the Church I am now con­
nected with doing, may perhaps stimulate some of our dear Christian friends (to 
whom you may communicate some of these particulars), and encourage them to go 
oo, looking unto Him who alone can prosper them for his blessing on their efforts. 

As meutioued, I am on the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, at whose 
rooms I have to attend every otlier Thursday from JO o'clock till 2, and more frequent­
ly 3 o'clock, beside so,netimes oftener on Sub-Committees. I am also now on the Com­
mittee of the Trnct Society, where I have to attend every Tuesday morning from 8 
o'clock until JO o'clock, and have to go four miles to the place of meeting at an hour 
when public conveyances cannot be had ; how I ;;ball get through the winter I cannot 
at present tell, but I hope I foel such pleasure in it as to make me bear all the in­
conveniences. I am now obliged to be absent for two or three meetings, but 
I am going to town next Monday, on purpose to be there on Tuesday, and return 
next day. 

Our good friends at Camhe,·well have also done me the honour lately to elect me 
(with Mr. l\1. Leopard Smith) a deacon of the church, which brin11:s with it several 
duties which l shall not trouble you by enumerating; but you will thus have the satis­
fuction of perceiving that I have not given all my time to worldly pursuits, and if I 
do not come up to what my good Mends here may have expected from your kind 
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Introduction of me, I hope I shall not he entirely useless as a member of the Chris­
tiao community. 

For the information of some of our brethren of the Circular Roacl Church, the 
prosperity of which I shall always feel a deep interest in, I will state a few particu­
lars relating to the Camberwell Baptist Church, which I hope may be interesting to 
them, and tend to excite them to like exertions. When Mr. Steaoe took the pastoral 
charge of the church JO years ago, there were only 10 members; there are now above 
250, besides about 100 cornmuoicants not members, pl'iocipally luUepcndeo.ts., and 
the l'liapel built since then (and paid for) holds about 600 per:ious, aucl is filled every 
Sal,l,ath. We have a weekly prayer-meeting every Monday, and the Missionuy 
prayer-meeting is held every month alternately at our chapel and !\ft-. John Hornet's 
( I 11<le1:eutlent) : we ba,•e also a lecture every Thurs<lay evening. On Sabbath day 
there is a prayer-meeting in tile vestry at 7 o'clock A. M., from B till 10; and from 3 to 
4 o'clock, the Suo<lay School of between 2 and :iou children is attended to by young 
men, 11.ewhei·s of the church. On the ordinance Sabbath the afternoon Sunday 
Sthool gi,es place to an extra service for the church, in addition to the morning and 
evening service. 

~cnral of our huly members give their time in superintending a school in the 
vestry for young females two days in the week; and a larger number of our la<lies 
form a Beneficent Society, and meet once a montb at each other's houses alternately 
to tea, aud tn make clothes for poor penple, whom they visit during the mouth, each 
taking a particular district, relieving them, conversing witb them on religious sub­
jects, distributing tracts, &c. Our church meetings are always held on a distinct 
enning (Friday before the ordinance), and our Pastor has a Deacons' meeting OD 
anothe,· evening previous, to consult on all matters to be brought before the church, 
that every thing may be done orderly. 

Although not exactly connected with church duties, yet as tending to keep up a 
fl'iendly intercourse among the members, I may mention, that there are two or three 
Book Societies, to which each member eubscril>es £ I. I, entrance, and£ J. I, annu­
ally; they meet every mnoth to tea at some one or other of the members' houses, when 
abse11tees are fined: each member proposes a new hook, and other matters of the 
Society are arranged, and a half yearly sale of the books b)" auction among them­
selves take place. 

I have mentioned all these things, thinking some of them may be thought worthy 
of adoption at Circular Road. AoJ I must not forget to mention particularly, that 
it is most gratifying to observe how well our weekly prayer and lecture meetings are 
attended, particularly the former; members who cannot generally leave their busi­
ness till 8 o'clock in the evening, and others very much engaged, some from 6 and 
7 o'clock in tbe morning, come all the way from town (without going home first) to 
be present. I think the great advance of Mr. Steane's church an<l congregation 
may be considered, under tbe blessing of God, to be owing to bis having his hands 
held up by a p1ai·ing people. I often think, my clear friend, of your tliscourage­
ments; and wish I could bear of your faith being strengthene<l by witne•siog the 
fervent persevering prayers of those around you for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. I fear too many trust to what man can do, and clo not look above, as they 
ought, for the blessing of our H eannly J,-ather upc,n the labours of his servants : I 
pray most ~incerely that you may yet lJehol<i great things, and not have to think that 
you have spent your strength for nought. This indeed l know, your ow11 faith will not 
permit you to suppose; and though you see not the frllit in your day and geueration, 
you have the satisfact:'ln of knowing that the Lord will not send forth bis word in 
vain, that it shall not return to him void, !Jut in due time, when he seeth fit, it shall 
accomplish that whereuoto be bath sent it. 

UNITED STATES. 
7 .-MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

We are indebted to the ORIENTAL CHRI~TIAN SPECTATOR for December, 
for the following interesting extracts from letters recently received at 
Bombay, from Rev. \V. Hamsey, late of that station, 

"The spirit of Missions is on the increase in America. Yet still we cannot find 
men enough to go OD Foreign Missions. The attention of the young men bas been 
turned to the subject of home m;ssw,1s more of late than formerly, and this leads 
multitudes of the people and mi11i>ters to go out to th~ "alley of the Mississipi. The 
Roman Catholics are pouring in their huu<lreds and thousands of igooraut and 
bigotted Papists into our laud; it is important to c,muieract their influence, or they 
may ere Jong ruin the couutry. I have scot i\tr. Wilson a copy ol the Romish New 
Testament, which bacl not got into bands of Prates tauts here till lately. It is the 
essence of bitterness against Protestaotisua. Look at the ootts, and you will see the 
spirit of papery. 
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" The• She11herdess' was to have taken out four Missionaries to Ccyloo, nnd three 
to RombRy, Some of them have foiled to get ready. They will go in the autuwo, 
if well. 

" A svirit of Missions has got into our Sabbath Schools, and much good is do­
in~. One part of the instruction now given iu these schools is on the subject of 
Missious. The world is the field; and the A1oerican churches hcgin to fed it. 

" Every thing seems movi119 un. Sin and ho/i11e,s increase, fo1· the day of the 
Lord draws uigh. Oh mny we be prepared to act au,· purt, uutl receive oua- l'eward at 
last in the kingdom of God I 

" I have latdy ~eru>ed a book callell • American Anliq11iti,s,' which I hope to 
send you. The author endeavours to prove that America was reopled shortly after 
the ffood; and that subsequently colonies from Europe aud Asia, imme,liately before 
and after Christ, came to tllis country. A tribe of lutliaus have lately heen discovered 
in the west, who speak the Jl',lsh lauguage. PJ,ylucteri,s have also been dug up 
out of some of the old Indian mound, (or burying places) ; and whrn tile pieces of 
parchments were opened, the usual Hebrew verses wel'e found written on them. 
Silver and gold coins with Persian letters on them have also been dug up. llut I 
hope to send you the book, The author is a layman living in New Yol'k, and holds 
some strange sentiments ; but the facts which be records, are curious and in­
teresting." 

8.-AMERICAN TRACT SocIETY. 
The following extracts from an Abstract of the late Repol't of the Ame­

rican Tract Society, will give our readers some idea of the activity and zeal 
with which this Association is prosecuting its benevolent objects. 

Ru SS IA .-Tbe friends of the Tract cause at St. Petersbw·gh appear to be more active 
than ever before. Jn tbe year 1834, they printed 175,000 tracts inRus,, besides 5000 
in Swedish, and I000_in Mongolian. A number of new Tracts are in p,·eparation, and 
they earnestly desire to issue such volumes as the Young Christian, Mother at 
Howe, &c. Permission bas been readily granted to print the Tracts pl'esented to 
the Censor. The Russian Church, unlike the Roman Catholic, is friendly to the 
ditfusion of religious knowledge through the press ; religion is e.-el'y where treated 
with external respect; and no Russian pea.sant has yet been known to refuse a Tract. 
Intemperance lamentably prevails, and TemperaaceTracts are extensively circul11ted. 

The communications from St. Petersburgh are foll of interest and encouragement. 
Friends there appear to have been goveraed by the most expau,ive l,euevoleoce. 
Their letters and appeals to this Society, on which they now chiefly Jepeud for funds, 
are of affecting interest. They state, that from Dis. 2,000 to Dis. 3,0o,, anuually could 
be wtll used. Tbty express great joy in the pl"Oceeciings at the Society's last anni­
versary for supplying foreign and pagan lands ; and beg Christians of this country to 
go forward with unshaken confidence in God, 

A number of valuable communications addressed to friends in St. Petersburgh are 
inserted io the Revort, all of a cheerioi,; character-from Moscow, Estb.onia, Finland, 
Sweden, the neighbourhood of the Black Sea, Astrachau, and Siberia. 

The design bas even been formed of entering China through Russia ; and Chinese 
tracts have been ordered from Canton to be sent to ~t. Pctel',burgh, and thence by 
the numerous Russian traders, who meet the Chinese merchants at Kiachrn, a towu 
near the Chinese frontier, where all the immense trade between the two empires is 
conducted. The Rev. Mr. Swan, Missional'y in Siberia, is familiar with the 
Mnntcbu Tartar lnnguage, which is extensively used iu the nol'til of Cuina, the 
Emperor himself being a Mantchu Tartar. It is an iuteresting fact, that, the Rev. 
Mr. Swan found in tbe Royal Library at St. Petersburgh a copy of tht Billie iu 
Mantcbu Tartar, and obtained permission to transcribe it. 

MEDITERRANEAN.-A mr.st interesting letter had been received from Rev. 
William G. Schautller, Missionary to the Jews at Constantinople, anti very valuable 
communications from Rev. J. J. Robertson, D. D., who bas the direction of the 
American Protestant Episcopal press at Sy,·a in Greece. Among the works he bas 
recently printed, are Horne on the Internal Evidence of the Scriptures, and Robinson's 
Scripture Characters from Adam to Joseph, translated into mo,Jt-rn Greek. He baa 
issued, in all, ao,255 copies, or 2,703,9-l5 pages. It is believed the recent law regu­
lating the press in Greece will not very essentially retard the circulation of Tracts . 

. ~etters '.rom Mr. and Mrs. Hill at_ Athens, sta!e that the king bas personally 
visited their school, expressed bis decided approbat100, and that a uiece of the prime 
minister Colette is now placed in their family to be educated by Mrs. Hill. 

Communications from Rev, Mr. Temple and Rev. M1·. Bre"er at Smyrna show, 
that much is doing in that vicinity. Rev. Mr. Brewer llad pei·sonally visited 
Colosse, and other parts of Asia Minor, and some of the Epistles bas ~een translated 
into modern Greek and Gra,co-Turkish, and given anew to the inhabitants of the 
places to which they were originally addressed, 
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BARllA '11.-The Missions of the American 01tptist Board here are prosecuted with 
great ener~y i four presses and a stereotype founc.lry are in operation i and every 
thing affords eucouragt'ment to persr\'ere in the ar,luons work of BarmAh'13 conver­
siou. The Board of the B1tptist G,·nrrnl Convention have !!:'ratefully acknowledged 
the co-operation of this Socit"t,·, and used everv means to render its appropriations 
in the highest dci,!ree us.erul. One of the pres.~r~ has recently been removed to .\va, 
the "Golden City," and the capital of Rarmah, where on some d:i.ys Mr. Kincaid 
unJ hi$ brethren hn,•e hacl fron1 ~00 to 900 he;irers in two of the Zayat~. Thr- riis .. 
trihution of Tracts from all the stalinn!-- i::- active nml promi'.'-ing. Some of the Bar­
rnnbs have been known to copy upon the palm leaf Trncts which hail reached them 
in distant villages ; and the Ka1·et1• have sold their fowls to buy th,·m. 

An inter~sting histo,·y is given of the conversion of an able B(ulhist preacher, 
entirely familiar with all their sacred books, whom, as he read the " Catrchi~m, 11 

and " View of the Christian Religion," trnth pierced to the heau't. Evel'y thing 
indicates the importance of vigorously pursuing Tract and Missionary operations in 
Barmah, now while the door is open. 

SOUTH••:ASTER:O AstA.-At Uankok, in Siam, Tract operations are conunencing 
under favorable auspices by American missionaries. 

The American Mission at Singapur have a type foundry, presses, and complete 
founts of type in several lanizuaj?eS. It is a free port, under the protection of the 
English government, and is visited monthly by not far from 140 junks and other 
native craft, from upward-i of forty tlilfcrent poi-ts of C.llinrl, Siarn, the Malayan 
peninsula, and the numerous islands of the Indian Archipelago. 

Valuable communications have been receive,! from Rev. Messrs. Rohinson and 
Johnson, from the lamented Rev. Henl'y Lyman, Rev. ;\,I,,. ~1edhurst, and Rev. Mr. 
Tomlin, showing the immense importance of the Indian Archipelago as a field for 
Tract and missionary labor, and the favo,·able ci,·cum,tances in which many Tracts 
have already been distributed. 

CHINA,-lt is painful to reftect, that a cheering letter recei\"ecl a few months since 
from the lnmented Dr. Morrison is the last communication the Society arc to expect 
from that beloved man. His last suggestion to Americau Christians which we have 
observed, is the sending out from that country a ship to navigate the shores of Eas­
tern Asia, freighted "'ith the word of salrntio11 on the pri11ted page. 

The report contains interesting communications from the Chinese evangelist, 
Lea11g Aja, who has for ten years been faithfully laboriug for bis idolatrous country­
men; aud now has about ten Chinese converts joining him in the worship of the 
true God. He has been a most efficient and feal"iess Tract distributor ; and amid 
the persecutions excited hy the late collision with the British government was obliged 
to ftee to Singapur, where he has a wide field of Jabor. It is hoped that the politi­
cal embarrassments may ere loug subside, and he return to Jabor among the millions 
of his native land. 

The devoted Gut;:laff still pursues his work with quenchless ardo1·-making tours 
for distribution, preparing original Tracts, and pouring his appeals upon Christen -
dom to rouse her from her slumber over the wa:its of from three to four hundred 
millions of souls. So entirely has he identified himself with the Chinese, that they 
have even supposed him to be a native feigning himself a forei,;:;ner ; and his ac­
quaintance both with their common and classic language, and their habits of 
thoughts, is such, that as he tbrnws ont upon the multitudes his terse and thrilling 
appeals, he is often interrupted by shouts of immoderate apphlUse. 

The winter of J Sl3-4 he spent. in Fokien province, where he distributed several 
tens of thousands of books; and in July last he commenced another extensive tour 
along the Coast of Cllina and to the Island of Formosa, where hundreds and thou­
sands of books were from time to time scattered among the ravenous multitudes 
almost in a moment, till he was stripped of every leaf. A number of communications 
just received show that he was never more active; and with steadfast reliance upon 
God, was never more assured of ultimate success. 

He and his fellow-Jaborers are contideot that the three Chinese wnlls, material, 
political, and moral, as Mr. Abee I has described them, may and will be broken 
down, and that the churches have only to trust in God, and go forward to the con­
quest of this mighty nation. 

Every onward movement of the Society has but shown the field of its operations 
to be open wider and wider. That the hand of God is in it none can doubt. Let all 
Christians pray, and contribute, and labor as they ought, and by His powerful 
blessing, ere long they shall teach nG more, " every man his neighbor, and eutrg man 
his brother, saying, know thou the Lord; for they shall all know him." 

Many evidences of the Divine blessing on the small Tract, the evan~elical volume, 
and the labours and prayers of Christians, connected with Tract distribution, are 
added, which we are compelled to omit. 
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AFRICA. 

9.-LIBERIA, 

The following letter gives on the whole a very pleasing account of the 
moral and n,li,{ious coiulitiun of the interestin:{ colony of Libteria, wliich, 
it will be recollected, consists of colorl!d per,..,ns an,t liberated slaves 
from the United St11tes. It is written l>y Dr. Ski1111er, a Baptist Missiunal'y, 
to his friends in Ame1·ica. 

I arrived nt this 11\acc on the first day of this month, and you ...-e a,vare of the 
appalling intelligence we met, when we anived, in the death of the Missionaries 
who were on the grnund before us. Since our arrival, brother W"ri11g ,, dea,l ; he 
died on the 13th, and was buried on the 14th of the mouth. In him, I htwe lost a 
friend, his family an affectiouate husband and father, the poor n be"efaC\or, the 
First Baptist Church a beloved pastor, aod Monrovia, one of her most acti,e and 
valuable citizens. He died, after ao illness of fourteen hours, of cholera morbu,. 

There l\re two Baptist churches in this colony, both in Monrovia, though members 
or the first church are spreail over the colony; the secon,1 is co,nposed of twelve 
members, under the pastoral charge of brother Teague. There are ninety-one mem­
bers, of the fil'st church Ill New Georgia or Carey Town, distaut four miles from 
this place, all recaptured Africans, and exhibitin11= a glorious evidence of what Divine 
Grace can do, in sub,luing the heal't and removing idolatrous superstitions from 
the mi111I. At Caldwell, distant 8 miles, there al'e 21 members of the same church; 
at Millsburg, thel'e are JI members; at Big Towu, near Cape Mouut, amongst the 
Veys two, one an exhortel', both natives-where brother Revey has taught a school, 
for a considerable time, and numbers have learned to read. The Vey language is 
extensively understood. The Bassau language still more so. It is believed, tllat 
more than an hundred thousl\nd understand this language. King Boatswain wislles 
a school in his territol'ies, distant from this one hundred and fifty miles. I shall 
visit him, if my life an,! health are spareJ, when l have selected a place for a medi­
Clll and high school. It is calculated that the people, who understand this language, 
are about thirty thousand. 

I have fo1·warded to you a copy of the Liberia Herald, where you will see what 
ought to be done, without delay-this field is an important one in every pointof view. 
There are three ordained ministers here, of our denomination, and three licentiates, 
The morals of Monrovia are not so bad as I anticipated. I have not heard a pro­
fane word, since I have been here; nor seen a drunken man, nor had a drop of spirit 
offered me, nor seen it used by others. There is a general and strict attention to 
the Sabbath, and as good society here, as in New England; the extravagance of 
this place has evidently ,lect·eased, at which I sincerely rejoice. l bless God l am 
here, and that at prestut l enjoy good health. I do not believe that the atmosphere 
of thia place is Jess salubrious thau India. You may inquire then why has it been 
more fatal? l answer, there they bleed, and treat the disease (which is precisely the 
same as we have here) with calomel and the antipblogistic course. Here they give 
opium aud bark, and thus help on the fatal effect of the contagion. I bleed without 
fear, and with uncommon success. 

May God send a host of laborers into this field, and our denomination not be 
behind-han<I. There are of the Ba}ltistdenomination in this colony, 2H. The meeting­
house of the first church in this village should be finished. The walls are laid of stone, 
up to the roof. It is designed to continue the gable ends with stone. The building 
is 3~ by H feet. It is calculated that it will cost l 200 dollars to complete the house. 
I believe that duty to God and his cause requires that our brethren in America should 
help us in this work, and do something towards building thi~ house. Dear brother, 
I am surrounded by intelligent beings bound to the bar of God with me, who arc 
literally worshipping the devil, a Bad Spirit; as they believe the Good Spil"it 
to be so good, that the)' need not regard him. All their acts of homage are 
designed to ,nake the Bad Spirit good-natured. To him they otfer pipes, tobacco, 
and rum, wheo aoy adverse fortune attends them, or they get into any difficulty. 
It is but a few miles to where they worship shllrks, and yearly offer up a child to 
them of 9 or JO years old, who is devoured by them. My God, shall Christians be 
idle in such a case ' Shall money and men be wanting? May God help us to do 
what our hands find to do, with our might. I feel as thoYgh l wanted to be at the 
Bight of Benin, preaching the gospel, and to stop, if possible, the sacrifice of another 
human being to the woracious sharks, 






