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THE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

April, 1836. 

I.-.tl.ppeal on behalf of tlte Lalongs, Mikirs, and otlter hither­
to unknown tribes in A'sam. 

[lo a letter from Rev. J. RAE to Capt. JENKINS, dated Bisbnath, 10th Feb. 1836,) 
(In a late article on the Missionary Prospects of A'sam, we referred to the numer• 

ous tribes in and about that provioce, who, on account of their freedom from the 
inftuence of cnste 1111d Hindu prejudices, presented an inviting field fo1· the lnboul's 
of Christian Missiooaries. Our readers are awal'e, thR.t sioce th11.t time Messrs. 
Brow11 and Cutter, from the American Baptist Board of Missions, have proceeded 
to Sadly a, on the N, E. part of A'sam ; and in the article above mentioned, we 
referred to tbe labours of Mr. Rae, of the Serampore Mission, who bad been for 
eome time stationed at Gowahatti, tbe capital of the province. We have since been 
favoured by Captain Jenkins with the following letter to himself from Mr. Rae, 
with the Journal accompanying, detailing his travels across the l\likir hills, into 
the first Naga range, Both document,, we are persuaded, will be read with much in­
terest, since Mr. R. is said by Capt. J, to be tbe first European who ever penetrated iota 
that country. We are grieved to find, from the correspondence of several officers 
of Government•, as well asof Mr.R. that the Brahmans al'e actively R.od successfully 
exerting themselves to bring these simple and interesting people uoder the withering 
influeoceof Hindu superstition. It is gratifying, on the contrary, to notice that efforts for 
thei1· guud are _contemplated by the Serampore Mi_ssiouaries; _ ilnd we earnestly hope, 
should any c1rcumstaoces prevent this body lrom extendrng their operations io 
th11t quarter, that the American Missionaries, wboare now in the province, and will 
soon be joined by fresh coadjutors, •ill be enabled to establish among them a branch 
of their Mission. It is cheering to know, that if European Societies ,!:!luld find 
themselves restricted by want of funds or agents from enlarging their operations, 
AmericR. appears able, and zealously determined to pour into this part of the vineyard 
numerous and devoted !R.bourers. Most cordially will they be bailed by their brethren 
of othrr climes. 

lo an able Heport on our N. E. frontier, lately drawn up for the use of Go­
vernment by a very intelligent public officer, we have met with much interest­
ing nnd novel iuform.,tion respectiog other tribes in the neighbourhood of A'sam aod 
Maoipur. Permission to make use of it, as far as suitable to the pages of the C. C. 
OBSERVER, bas beeo applied for, and we shall doubtless very shortly have the plea-
1ure of presenting it to our readers,- Eu.] 

As you take a kind and lively interest in the welfare of Xsaw 
allow me to bring within the compass of a letter, for you; 
obliging perusal, the most promising and interesting features 

• In illustration of these remal'ks, we give the following extract of a recent letter 
from a gentleman, employed by Government to adjust the amount of annual tax to 
be paid by the Mikirs and Lnlongs. 

•· I visited the S. E. part of it along the bills, and nearly as far up the Barpaoi 
as boab can get to, then crossed over to the Kapili, In all those places there are 

V. z 
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of the tribes inhaliiting the hills on the south bank of the Baram­
putar, allll iu the <li8trict uf Nuagong, viz. the :!\a~ns, l\likirs, 
aud Laluugs, among"t wl10111 l have lately been trnvelling ;-and 
to endeavour at the i;ame time to sho\V the feasibility of doing 
something for their moral and religion'> instruction ; mo1·e 
e,-pecially amongst the .Mikirs and Lalong~, who, although in­
liabiting different hills, and ,;penking <lifforent laugnages, are 
yet co11nectc<l togethe1· by simplicity of manners, and are en­
tirely \'uitl of tliose Hindu pr~ju,lices, which fo1·m such a barrier 
to ihe spread of knowledge in Bangal. 

The Nagas i11ktLit the hills farthest from the station of 
N oagong, on the enst, and close to the Dnnusfri river, which 
forms the Loumlary of Upper and Lown ,X,:am. Being in a 
mo1·e snvage state than the others, aud frcqnently quarrelling 
with the .Abltor 1' agas*, who inhabit the hills iu the same range, 
it would not be so easv to reach them with inslrnction, as the 
Mikirs and Lalongs. ·still they cultivate the soil, am locatEd 
in one place, and ai·e not in the ha Lit of emigmting from one spot 
to another : and I am led to think, from my recent visit, that 
however savage they may be, there are no fem·s for any one 
residing amongst them. 

The Nagas on our sille are a small number, compared with 
the Al,hor l.';agas, who inhaLit the hills in Upper Xsam, but 
they arc all the same in their customs, &c. They may Le com~ 
puted at about 3,C00t. 

In my recent journey to their chans (villn.gei;), I was quite 
surpri;;Pd to see the ueatness of their appearance, and the indus• 
try of the people. Hut it must not be ovedooked, that although 
entirely free from caste, and not having the leao-t. idea in regard 
to its being u11clea11 to eat this or that, they may be said to be a 
nation of dnwkanb ; for at every ceremony, such as marriage~ 
burial, and worship, they drink a quantity of liquor, (mad,) 
malle from rice, which has an intoxicating effect. This, human­
ly speaking, may form a banier to their moral and religious 

lots of jun!!Cle and fore•t, most beautiful lands, and likely to be cleare1l before similar 
oues in A's&m 1 the population being well spre11dovel' them; two or three square mile.! 
of cultivation and houses, then five 01· six of jungle lands; oext again, a village, and 
so on all the way. 

" Almost all the population settl<!d in the low !antis between the hills and the Bar­
pani and Ui,ula, are Lalongs anti Miki,·,. Finer ryots, I would ne,·er wish to have 
to deal with. But few of them ure Hiudus, and those tl,at have heen rouverted hnve 
been so very lately. The Ilrahmans have not ueglectcd that vineynrtl ; since the Har­
mese expulsion they have been labouring diligently in making converts, as these poor 
people ure nearly fools in the hands of those fellows, who care no further about 
them thRu to get a revenue out of them. The Rajas and liisayars spoke to me 
about having some one lo teach them 11, write." 

* The .At,amese rlidrle the Niigas into Bor-Nagas, i. e. Tributary or 
Dependent N,iga,;, antl Abhor, iudependent.-F. J. 

t Dependent 011 us, and iu the Nuagong District.-F. J·, 
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instruction; bnt a very feeble one, compared with the strnng 
bulwark of Hinduism in Bang.ii. 

On turning to the Mikfr tribe, we find a great dilfe1·e11ce :­
not in regard to drunkenness, for tlwy are mnch the same in this 
respect ; lmt in simplicity and hone;;ty, :tl-l far as their know• 
ledge of honesty gol'S. One in:-;tance in confirmation of this, 
and greatly to th(•ir honour, is, that there is not, I l,elieve, an in• 
i,tancr, of a Mikir <'\'Pr having l11•en brought before :my of the 
public functionaries in A'.sam for a �s�e�r�i�o�n '”� offence. They are, 
correl'tly speaking, when compared with the other tribes, in a 
civilizPd state, and arc the most inoffensive race of people that 
inhabit the various hills in A,,-a:n. \Yar is quite ont of the 
que,::;tion with them; indeed, they are very timid. They have 
no writte!1 character; conscquentl,r none can rewl. They inha­
bit the hills on the south hank of the Baramputar, in the dis­
trict of Noag·ong, running from N. E. to S. E.: hut uumhers 
are scattPrerl up and down the country of Lower Xs.im, near the 
hills, prineipally near Gowihatti. Many of thrm are Loudsmen, 
and are accounted next to, or better thau the Kacha.i-is in regard 
to industry. 

The account of their origin, wl1ich I received wl1en in their 
Ii ills, wa;;, that they had originally come from the J yutiah 
l1ill,;, and were formerly under the R~ja. of that country*. This 
is their own tradition ; whether it is true or not, may perhaps 
be a question : those who informed me, howe'fer, said, that they 
could understand some of the J yntiah langu,tgc, as also some 
of the language of the Ahoms (original natives of >:sam); and 
one man went so far m, to say, he thought his language a mix­
ture of Ahom and Jyntiah. 

They h:we no ca-;te nor pr1:judice whatever with regard to 
food, and are entirely uncontaminated by the superstitions 
of the Brahmans. They ha Ye, howeYer, one peculiarity; they 
do not eat the flesh of the cow, or Jrink her milkt. \VhethPr 
this prejudice has originally !'<prung from Brahman influenee 
or 11ot, no one among them could tell me. On being ques­
tioned concerning it, thei1· 011ly answer was, it was always 
so. Had it been g-ot from the Brahmans, it ma_v also be infnred, 
that they would have had some prejudice with regar1l to ab­
i;;taining from eating the flesh of swine, fowl,-, &c.; but this is uot 
the case; all these arc eaten, and are alwan, used iu their cere• 
monies of worship. Now it is well know1;·, that the Brahman~, 
in waking Bhokit,; (disciples), which they have done extensive• 

"' They appPar to have occupied the hills E. of J,vntiah, whirh we call 
the Ka~har liills, before the Kacha1·i tribe overran that part..-F. ,J. 

t The custom of not drinking cow's milk, sho\1-s their counexion with 
the Indo-Cltiness nations.-F. J. 

z �~� 
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]y amongst the Kachar people, forbid them to eat tlie flesh of 
swine and fowls : I am therefore of opinion, that this prejudice 
of the l\likirs against eating the flesh of the cow, and drinking 
her milk, has not arisen from any Hindu i11fluence. But even 
supposing it has, it is so long since, that none know how it 
came, and it gives the Hindus no power whatevcl' over the 
people. 

Connected with this, and well adapted to encourage efforts for 
their good, is the remarkable fact, that although being near the 
Hindus, and having so much communication with them hy 
trade, not a single one of them, (as far as my knowledge goes,) 
has ever become a disciple of any of the Gosaius in Xsa.m ; 
whereas their immediate neighbours, the Kacharis and La­
longs, have. The only instance I met with in my journey of 
a departure of any of tlui :i\likirs from their own customs was 
in a village in Kacha.r, where a few had taken two wives, in­
stead of one. 

The population of the Mildrs may be estimated at 20,000 : 
this is however mere guess, as no means have ever been used to 
ascertain it correctly: but I think 20,000 is rathe1· under than 
over the trnth. In this 20,000, I include those who inhabit 
all the hills from l\lornng on the N. E. side of Noagong ancl the 
J yntiah hills, with thoS€ on the plains. Their lauguage i;, en­
tirely different from that of the Nagas. 

The Lalongs, another tribe, inlml,it part of the low hills and 
plains in the J yntiah country, more especially in the large tract 
of country formerly belonging to the J yntiah R~ja, lrnt an­
nexed by recent conquest to the district of Noagong. Many 
of them l1ave settled in other parts of the district, but princi­
pally in Ruha*. 

My information with regard to the Lalongs is scanty. But, 
judging from my visit to them, and t.he fact that their language 
much resembles Bangali, they must have come from the plains. 
They eat the flesh of c,·ery kin<l of animal. In their habits they 
are much the same as the Mikir.~, an<l they are nearly as simple 
and honest. They give no trouble to the authorities. There iiJ 
however one feature in which they differ from the Mikirs, viz. 
numbers of them ha,·e become Bhokits of Gosa.ins, and are thus 
in a measure brought under the influence of .Hinduism. Still 
only a few of them comparatively have become so, and they 
are equally open to instruction as their neighl,ours the Mikirs ; 
but alas, it may be expected, that as the leaven of Brahman 
influence has begun to work, it will spread, unless mean~ are 
used for their speedy instruction. 

* We have a great number of Mikirs settled in the hills near Go­
ll'ahatti.-F. J. 
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In the event of endeavours being used for the moral and 
rl'li"ious in;;truction of these tribes, thei1· vicinity to the Sa­
dar" station of Noagong would greatly facilitate this desirable 
o~ject. It would not perhapR be prudent for a Missionary to 
reside amongst them for at least six months of the year; but 
during the other i-ix it might be done with perfect safety : nor 
would it materially hinder any operations for their benefit, if 
the Missionary were to reside at Nongong; for they can easily 
be communicated with, eHn during the unhealthy time of the 
year, by boats 01· by land; as the utmost distance from the station 
does not exceed two days' journey, and on horse-back, a day, or 
even much less, would be sufficient to reach the place at which 
it might be proper to have the school-room and other houses 
erected for their instruction. Besides, their children might with 
ease come to the station of Noagong, and thus be under in­
struction all the year round. 

They may, in another point of view, appear deserving the 
consideration of Government, as by their trade, &c. they in a 
great measure contribute to the general wealth of the country ; 
and surely Government i'l bound to make some return. They 
are extensive cultivators of cotton, which is their principal com­
modity for export. How much is cultiYated, I am unable to say, 
but it must be to a g-reat extent ; indeed, were it not for the 
Nagas, Mikirs, and Lalongs, the people of A'.sa.m would fare 
but poorly for cotton, to make clothes, &c. Their common 
practice is to exchange their cotton for salt ; consequently a 
good deal of the latter article must be imported for consumption. 

In some parts of the country, hats (markets) are established, 
to which all bring their commodities ; but in general, traders 
take the salt to them on the hills, as by doing so, they get more 
in exchange than they would in the plains. 

They also rear a worm called the A'.riah worm, which makes a 
thread called A'.riah thread; this thread made into cloth is 
worn by all the inhabitants of A'.sam. It has the property of 
improving from repeated washing. They also cultivate different 
kinds ofA'.lus (yams), all which, besides using them for their own 
consumption, they exchange with the people on the plains. They 
also make a number of canoes. 

In regard to dhan (rice),they merely sow enough for their own 
consumption; but sometime.i, in seasons of scarcity, they supply 
their more lazy and apathetic neighuoUl"s, the Xsamese on the 
plains. This speaks volumes for their industrious liab:ts ; and 
when they are brought into comparison with the A'.samese, and 
more especially when their sterile hills are taken into consider­
ation, they shine greatly. Could they be brought to settle on the 
plains, it would be a great benefit to the country, as they would 
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undoubtedly clear away much of the immense jungle, and add 
considembly to the revenue. 

There is a parganah in the district of N ongong, called 
Mikir Mahal, iu whic-11 a few of the Mikirs have i;ettletl ; 
but from some cause or other, they <lo not appear to have reli~h­
ed their abode, numbers ha,·ing again returned to the hills. 
Perhaps it arises from their having to pay taxes, to which they 
nppNu- averse, since they can get land on their hills for nearly 
nothing. 

Are then these poor prople, wl10 are without education, Jea 
without enn a character tu write their language in, without a 
knowlc,lge of the God "ho made them, whose worship consists 
in a few unmea11ing cercmonie;:, or rather drunken fea;:ts-are 
the)' to be left so? They an' free, as l1as in some measure 
been !-hewn, from the least tincture of Hindui,;m. b it proper 
for Government, who have been proYiding with a liberal hand 
for the instruction of their Hindu subject;;, whose prejudices 
form such a hindrance to their more rapid progress in improve­
ment, to leaYe these poor simple tribe~, who are open to every 
kind of instruction, to their own blindness and ignorance? 
However anxious Government may be to spread sciP.nce and 
right knowledge amongst theil' Hindu suhjects, thPJ cannot do 
80 beyond a ce1·tai11 extent; for thry are hound hy the fetters of 
an engagement, not to interfere with their relig'ious prejudices. 
But the case is quite different with these tribes. With re­
gard to them, there is 110 engagrment, there are no preju­
dices of caste to contend with, and they would hail instruction, 
hoth moral and religious, with joy, were it offered to them. 
The question, the 1<olemn quc:-<tion again ari,,;es; are they to 
be left to themselves? are no endeavours whatever to be made 
fol' thei1· benefit? is there no sympathy for thef'e poor ignoraut 
children of nature? and is it not the duty of Government to 
allow something in return for the benefit of those subjects, 
who contribute in some measure to the general wealth of the 
country? 

It is the intention of the Serampore Missionary Society to 
estab]i$h a farm on the Moravian system; aud would Govern­
ment step forward, a11d a;.;,-i~t tl1em by a grant of land, the con­
cern might be put on a footing that, in a ver_r few year:<, would 
JJot need eithe1· their assistance 01· that of the rdigious public. 
I do not mPan to say, that Governmcut is bound to giYe a grant 
of laud for this ol,jcct; but I think, that as tl1e_v have been 
liberal in granting large sums of the public 1110111 y fo1· the diffu­
sion of knowledge in other ca!-<c,;, they miglit in tlus case encour­
age the attempt to hent>fit those tribes, who are so Oi,ell to 
moral and religious inistruction, by such a grant of land. The 
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l!!acrifice would be little, and they would in no way intnfere 
with their other subject,-, who cultivate the soil; as there is 
more than enough of' jungle land in Xsam, to supply all the 
wants of the inhabitants. There is al~o no likelihood, under 
existing cin·umstauces, of these land,; being brought into a state 
of cultivation in any otlll'r w:o:y for m:rny generations; so that 
the healthiness of the country would ~e much promoted by the 
proposed grant. 

With rrgal'd to the po,-.,iLility of establishing a Christian 
colonv, there are 110 hi111lrance:- that I am aware of. The 
peopl~ are free from Hindu prE'.jn<lices of caste; and although 
they have a few superstitions of their own, whieh t--it very 
loosely upon them, these form but a feeLle obstacle to their in­
struction. On my visit to them, they willingly hearkened to 
the instruction I g:n-e them, aud seemed pleased with the idea 
of schools Leing established amongst them for the instruction 
of their children and themselves. 

There are no fears, with respt>ct to residing or travelling 
amongst them, as I had full proof in my recent joumey: while 
their bl'ing so easy of access, and near the Sadar station of 
N oagong, makes them as quiet and obliging, as those who re­
sidt! under the immediate eye of the magistrate. 

Besilles these l\Iikirs and Lalongs, there is also another set of 
p€'ople, which I may he allowed to mention as desening of atten­
tion : I mean the Kacharis, who inhabit that part of Kachar 
annexed to the district of N oagong. They are as free from Hin­
dui,-m, and prejudices of caste, as the l\likirs and La longs: and use, 
indeed, in all important respects, the same food. Yet as no means 
have ercr been used for tht!ir gooll, except my own poor 
laLom·s, in one visit, in speaking and distributing boob, many 
of them ham aho become Bhokits ( disciples) of Gosa ins. Yet 
even the becoming Bhokits is not iu gn•at repute amongst them, 
as some of them, on my asking, " \Vhy they did not become 
Bhokits ?" answered, "Sahib, what is the use ? \Ve are now poor 
enough ; Lut shoul'1 we become Bhokits, we shall then be oblig­
ed to gfre cloth and different articles to our Gurus." Yet it is, 
alas ! too true, that as soon as the majority become Bhokits, the 
rest, however unwilling, will Le obliged to follow; as they will be 
separated from their friends, and accounted, as with the Hindus, 
unclean outcasts, and not worthy to be associated with ; and 
all who know the uative miud, must feel that they have no 
strength to withstand such influence. 

I will now Ll'ing this letter to a close: but I feel I have not 
done half justice to the su~ject. I have told a true and plain 
tale, and have no fear of being contradicted by a single indi­
vidual in Xsam, when I say, that in the whole country, even 
including Sadiya, there does not exist a more promising field for 
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pl1ilanthropic exertions, than the one I have Leen imperfectly 
endearnuring to descJ"ibe. 

Let us only look at it :-1, we have a tribe of N aga~, easy of 
acces:-1, and in numlier 3,000: Q, and connected with these are the 
Ahho1· N <igas, on the same continuation of hills, a whole nation 
entirely free from the pn•ju<lices of caste; S, the Mikirs, Q0,000 
in number, in a state of comparative civilization, whose honesty 
and inoffensi reness of character are admire<l by all residents iu 
Xsam, entirely free from Hinduism, and with one peculiarity 
above all others, that although within the reach of Brahman 
influence, they ha,·e never been brought under its sway; 4, the 
Lalongs, like their neighbours the Mikirs, Q0,000 in number, 
honest and inoffensive ; and 5, the Kacha.1· people, who in­
habit that part of Kacha.r annexed to Xsim, i-afely computed at 
15,000, the whole forming a compact field, within the reach ot' 
one establishment ! Are they to be left to become Hindus? are 
no means to be used for their emancipation from ignorance? 
will not a kind Government lend a fostering hand, by granting 
assi.,tance to cultivate this field, which appears so very promis­
ing? They surely might try the experiment. 

II.-Joumal of a Tour f1·om Jorhat to Noagong, thtough the 
.Miki,- Hills, including some account of the Iron Mines. 
By Rev. J. RAE. 

The iron mines which I visited are in the village of Hudakati Tang. 
ni Bur.Phokala. They lie about three or four miles N. E. of Ka. 
chari-luit ; but the ea1·th in \llhich iron is found covers, as I was inform. 
ed, more than 10,000 purahs, extending irregularly from Dhirgong to 
1'angni, along the eastern or raja's side of the Dunesiri river. Some 
is also found on the other side of the river, near the Morang Gosai!!'s 
house; and at Pani-pat any quantity could he obtained by working the 
mines. 

The Daroga of Kachari ha~, who, according to his own account, collects 
the revenue of the mines, says, that there are now only about 600 or 700 
maunds of iron produced, and that the raja enjoys from the British Govern­
ment, on account of it, a yearly revenue of 120 rupees. 

Se\'en kinds of earth must be 1·emoved before they come to the iron 
earth, Yiz. 1st, Push earth; 2nd, Kali; 3rd, Kamar; 4.th, Siiri Bogi; 
Sth, Bur Kamar; 6th, Bur Hogi; 7th, Bhesbhesi (brickle earth); each 
of these layers is one hatli (cubit) thick. Below this last, the iron earth i,i 
found : it is two haths deep. 

The earth is dug with a hoe, and piled in heaps; it is then taken and 
put into holes made in the ground, which are filled up with water, in 
which it is allowed to lie for one night. In the morning, a man presses the 
earth with his feet, the iron parts of the earth remain at the bottom, 
while the earth mixes with the water, which is then thrown away, and 
clean water is used. This process is continued for six hours; the ore is 
then carefully gathered out of the holes, and piled up in the sun to dry. 
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\Vh<'n it becomes dry, it is put into a canoe, or cl,an.v, made of bambu; 
1111d it i~ agai11 washed in the same way as in the holtis, the 1rnter being 
chan1te1I usually not less than tweh·e times. After it has bet>n sufficiently 
~l'parnted from the earth by this means, it is take11 out, and viled as 
hefore in the sun to dr)'; when it is thoroughly d1·y, it is then taken to the 
furnace. This is a 1·ound mound of earth, partly in the forlll of a 1,ee-hive, 
with a hole at the top, aiul a door at one si,le, nl'ar the botto111, riot unlike 
a dhobi's chula. After the fire in the furnace has been ki1111l,·d, the iron­
earth is tlwn put in, hy a bamhu.-spoonful at a time, thrnugh tile hole at 
the top. To each spoonful of iron-earth, a spooufol of chat'foal b a,hled, 
each alternately. When the furnace is full, ( the ,,oor having been 
clo,t>d,) the workmen wait a sho1·t timt!, until th,· iron is kn .. wn to be 
~utiieicutly re;,dy; during uhich, a hole or t1,·o is made in the door, 
to allo,,· the foul air to escape. The quantity of irnn obtained at each time 
i~ ~enerally about the seers weight. If the furnace we1·e larger, of 
cour,e a larger quantity would be obtained. Four men will burn four 
ma~,es of the size I ha,·e just mentioned during a day. 

The distance from the Dunesiri river to the places ,vhere the mines 
are worked is ,·arious; to some mines the distance is not less than a 
day's journey, to others it is six hours, &c. 

l\ly information was gathered from the people about the place. They 
had only commenced to dig the earth when I went, and they appeared to 
me tu he afraid to be seen working there, as they ran away on my 
npproach. 

5th December. Left the '.\forung Gosei!)'s house, and going to the west 
for ahont three miles thrnugh rice culti,•ation and villages, we came to 
the Kampli ,•illage. The people say, they came from Sadiya, some H! 
or 1-1- years ago. They told me there were 30 houses, and 100 people, 
men, \\Olllen, aml children; hut they seemed afraid to tell the truth, allll 
I should suppose that there are many more. They have no caste, eat 
all thing~, t'ultivate rice, cotton, three kinds of y;im~, ( Moah, China, 
and Bur Peurie,) opium, and sugar-cane. They harter cotton, i,·ory, aloes, 
&c. for salt. Ploughs they make of three kinds of wood, Jamu*, N,ihort, 
Bual!; stools of the same, and of the Sopa trees. Their ho,•ses are like 
the liarmese, rnised on lllflch<ini, three or four feet high. After procur­
ing a guard of two Kamptb, we proceeded a little way, and after t>ntering 
a thick forest, we came to a place where the Kerirniahs, ( Kacharis from 
U ppa X,am,) ha,·e a ,·ill age of 60 houses. Passing on, we found a house 
J,erl' and there, in the deep fot·C'sl, of Kamptis and Siugphos. After crnss­
ing- and 1·t>-nos~ing the Dygurang ril'er se,·eral tin,es, we came to the 
,·illage of Tu rang, containing about 10 houst's, scattered here and there 
in the fore~t ; the people are Kamptis and Singphos. Their houses are 
raised on mac/1(m.f, and the sides are made of wood. Here we halted for 
the night. 

Tl,e Kerimiah cloths are Ariah§, Bur II, and Gunga chelPn~, (thin white 
strip'-'d cotton cloth.) The Kampti and Singpho cloths are Phuchang•* 
(like l\lanip11r cloth), Puteng (blue striped cloth, used fol' dhoties), and 
Polon~ (a cloth made from brown cotton, like the colour of nankeen). 
Tbe Kerimiahs and Turang cultivate alus, dhdn, cotton, &c. and im­
port salt. 

6th Dec. Left Turang at 9 o'clock; after groping our road through 
the forest, we came, at ahout I or 2 o'clock, to the Bur Pung·, which is in 
a little stream. The water bubbles up in three places: the heat is about 
that of water used for warm baths. 

• Sp. of Eugenia. 
§ Cloth of the Aruncl silk worm. 
•• A sort of cotton plaid pattern. 
V. 2 A 

t Mesua ferrea. : White Jarul. 
II Coarse cotton cloth. ~f Striped cotton. 
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fornlnpss for strong liquors is pPrhap~ the mo~t formirlahle olistacle to the 
8prPa1l of the Gospl'I amongst tl-il'm. They drink the mad on e1·ery occasion, 
harvest-homP, wor,hip, marriages, :mcl burials ; voung and old, men ancl 
woml'n, all arc alike fonrl of exciting li1p10rs. 'fhp Phukan's mother had 
die,\ latelj• ; her !!,"rave was a large mo11n1l of en.rth, snrrouncled with bam­
hus, on which were Rags, buffaloe hea,:•;, anrl other thing•. 

I man· mention, tllilt in the forest, before I reached the hills I saw no 
hamhus; but in the Naga monntains there are many. 

Ori!Jin of thc.rn l'mpl~.-They say, thne was a woman called Junkulu, 
1\'ho ha,I three ~on,, Taha, K11ru, anrl Kasinirii, in the so'utJi ; one abode 
therP, a11d his de,cerulants are called black Nagas (Abors). Two emi­
p:rated, and settler) on their present mountain about 500 years ago ; they 
do not know the time exactly. 

Goi•emment.-There wa,; at first a hear) over each village, caller) Hingari; 
when they are going to war, two of the young men are sent to give notice 
to the oth,·r villag·es, anrl each ,·illage fight~ under its own Hin!!liri. 

The HinJ.[iiri, now called G11bu1·11, is bv inheritance ; hut in the event 
of there being no male,; in due rlescent, the villagers elect their Hingari ; 
no f,,males are allowerl to reig-n. This was thPir usa!!e in formr>r time~ ; 
but sometime airo, the Bur Go,lii!) of A'.,am made the µresent Phukan's 
father a Phukan at Gohighat, during- a feast; an,I frnm that date, which 
was in Chanclrakant's reign, their chief is called Phukan. 

Per;;nns accused of crinie are tried by the hea,l, of the village, sitting in 
asseml,ly on the case, anrl whoever is found ii;uiltl', has to ii;ive his dau 
anrl ~pear to the person injure,!, anrl to feast the dllal!:e with pigs and marl. 
If the man does not agree to the sentence of the raja, hl' is kept in con­
finement until he clol's so. If any one of the yc111n!! ml'n should disobey 
the orders of the Jling-ari, he is ohliged to f,;ast tl,e vilLrgers with pigs 
and spirit,; If any heats another, if tl,p one who ha~ been heat cannot 
1·etaliatc, he gets some of hi" frit'111l, to l1el11 him, ancl thPy beat the pnsoo 
in return; so also if an~• one is kille,I, the pPrson, who caused his death, 
is killed again by the relatives of the rlecease,I. 

lllun·i11ge,--\Vhen any of the young men wi,h!'s to marry, after he has 
fixed on the young woman, he tl'lls his father and motht>r that he wants 
such a one for a II ife ; the father then !!OPS with him to the girl's 
father, carrying thrl'e spr:ar~, 011e rlau, and a meta ; and there they 
demand the girl from her n·lati,·t's in marriagl'. If the young man is 
nccepted by the relatil'es, ancl by tire g-irl, they leal'e the things they had 
bronght with them ; if not, thPy take them hack. If he is accepted, he 
then goes, :m,l with his fathl'r's assi,tanee, works for himself, making a 
house, and pro\'irling- other necessary things. This !!,"enerally takes one 
year; after which, there is then a fea~t provi,led hy the fathers ofhoth par­
ties for the villag·en,, who make merry; at the close of which, the young 
con pie are put into their own l,011se. The woman, if married to the eldest 
sou of a familr, cannot marry again if her hu,hand dies; hut if any of 
the other sr,ns die, his wi,],.w 1·an, if she choo~es : the same custom obtains 
among the mPn. Th!'y only marry one wifl'. Polygamy is not nllowed. 

Burials.-They bury tht>ir dear! ; and the funeral generally takes pince 
the day after the person dit>s. If th,• person who dies is possessed of any 
effects, they are taken to provide a fra,t of pig, and macl for the \'illage, 
and a mound of earth is raised o,•pr him ; but if he is poor, he is put in 
the grave, without any feast. 

Re!i_qion.-ThPy know of no Supreme Being, hut !\faha Deo. They 
know nothing of the ~0111, how ma,le, or where it came from. They con­
shier murder, adultery, lying, &c. to he sin. 

Religious Ceremonies.-They offer in sacrifice pigs and fowls to Mahli 
Deo, in sickness, for prosperity in war, and for 1·arious thi11gs. 
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On such or.ca,ions the Hingari takes a cock, l\nil cut~ itq hracl off, 
rrq11esti11g- Maha Deo to r,•,tortl tlw uun, or give them su<'ct•<, in war, and 
in t.lwir other 1111cle1·takiu1.1"~- Som,•tirne,; in sicknt>s-, a yo,m~ m:in is sent 
to the jungle to kill a deer, with which th,•y fa,•<l the villag-1•. 

Di.wi11Hc•.,.-J war ( fe,·er,) a11cl l1111stlness arl' the g-reatest ; of the fover, 
they generally 1\ie in two days. I s:1w many of them coverP<I with scal~s; 
))t'rhavs this may he owin~ to clirt, ancl to their sitting- too near tilt! fire. 
Nn,nber, also I noticed who lnul u11hthalmia, somtl in ouc eye, and so,ne, 
both young und old, were quite blinrl. 

\Vith rpg-ar,l to he,ilth, it is hanl to form an opinion. There we1·e manr 
olcl men ancl w111111•11: many, tlu~y s:1y, Ii ve to the age of 60 and 110 years, 
but the general al('.e is about 30 or to years. 

Mi.,·cel!aneo"·• ,V·iticPs. -The frat11res of the ~agas are like the Ahom,;, 
the original A'.,,imese. Tiu•)' havt' Chinese eyes, and brnacl nu~es, but not 
so broad as the Miki1•,;. Th"V wear few clothe,; ; the m'.'11 m.11· .. lv wear a 
strip of cloth in front ; the ;v11nw11 a little vettico,1t about on~ foi,t broad, 
leaving- the lll'Pe•· pa1·ts of the bu,ly hare. They have also large hrn,, e;1r­
ri11gs, ancl the men put hunches of cotton in the ear. Th,•r have rlilf<!rent 
stri11ed cloths, which tht•y make aml wear in the col,) season. 'fl1t!y wear a 
shell, strung with vieces of ivory, rouncl the neck. They have lots of pigs, 
fowls, &c. anrl vel'y fierce dogs. The vig,; live in the sam:! house ll'ith the 
rest of the familv. I ~ot a few oran11;es from the l'h1ikau, aud sa,v a few 
trees in the vill,;ge. lit> tolcl me he had got the trees fru:n tl1e plains. 

They make the macl which thCly drink as follows: 
A cc1·tain quantity of rice is taken ancl steeped in wate1· for some time; 

afterwarcls it is squeezt'd out, dried, vou,11lecl, ancl made iuto calce~, which 
are vlace,I in the smok~ of the tire for 10 ,L,ys, at the enJ of which they 
are again vut into the water, and allowed to stand for a day or two, when 
the mad is drawn off. 

The Nli~as are al,o great smokers of tobacco; I saw no pipes used by 
them, hut m~rely a viece of a plantain l'ol!ed up with a little tohacco in 
it, which the)' smoke. I smoked one of their pives thus maclt!, and thought 
t!i~ tohaeco remarkably sweet; men, women, and chilclrnn s,noke. 

Ther never !{O without thei1· svear in h,111,\, however short th~ cli,;tance 
m,1y be; every one who came near me had his spear. 

The l\'ome,1 uot only ,lo all the in-1\oor work, and cook the foo,l, hut 
they also, like all other barbarous tribes, work in their cultivations, can·y 
loads, bring water, &c. 

10th Dt'C. Ld't tht! Phukan's village, after trying all I could to get 
him to t;1ke me ac1·os,; the hills, which he would not do, telling me there 
was no road. Reached Marfulani at dark. 

l ltli Dec. Left 1'Iarf11la11i at tl or 9 o'clock, ancl came wading through 
the D_vg11ra11~ river to the ,·illage of Tumy, which I reached about 12 
o'clo,·k. Left this ,·illage and pushed 011, and got safely to the Gosiii!!'s 
house about 3 o'clock, much fatigued. 

l'Jtlt Dec. Left the Go,ai1!'s (Morung) house at 12 o'clock, and came 
to the \'illage of Konkar. From the Gosai!!'~ house for some way the1·e is 
dhlin rultiv;,tion, as far as to the Dygurang nacli; afttlr cro,si11~ it, thtlre 
i~ a furc>st, in which are a number of }likh·s, who cultivate it. Th<! ,·ilia •e 
of Konkar is 11ice Hupit land; there is a great deal of cultivation; I w~s 
tolcl there were 60 houses, Ahoms, Kacharis, an<l Hindus. They culti­
Yate the s11gar-ca11P, dhan, mustard ~eed, mugah, an,) ka1>as. They make 
cotton :mrl lllllf{ahdoths. Trees,conv!'rted to useful purposes, are the sam, 
mahal, itmhul, tukirnl, aud sum. The <lhan looks well. 

13th De,·. Left Konka1·, and camt! through place, cultivated by :Uikirs: 
the roa,I lay all the way through the forest. After passing over some 
&mall hills, came to a nice lookiug Mikit- village ( or chang), called Kekiug; 
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stop111•1l neat· an hour, to firul ont some one who might know the road to a 
Lun P1ing on the hills, that a Taikala·', who was with me, sai,1, was some 
where in them. No one could tell lilt' ;,rope1·lv, hut some sai,I it was three 
days' jour1wy from this villa;:,•, a11,I th"t the,:e were 110 inhal,itants. 

It Sl'l'tns that if the K11si11g,i Na~a Ph11kan ha,! hrought me, as I ll'ished 
him to do, I might hal'c seen it: he said that he told iue no lies; but all 
he told, was nothing else', 

K,•kinir ,·illagl', called after the Gahuru, has 30 houses; the people 
are all :\likirs, ;,nil are very fine, clean looking people, ciril and kind. 
Ti,P)' have uice houses, 011 machans 15 feet high. They cultivate dhan 
011 the hill,, cut ton, ahis of differC'nt kinds, an,l they rear ardah 11·or111s. Left 
this ,·illagl', a111l, ;is usual, was obligt><l to strip off my shoes an<l stockings, 
as the road lay hetwt>en ,lilferent hills in the small nala tracks, which 
hurt II!)' fe,•t much, 1•speciall)· the gra,·elly parts of the way. I never felt 
so tiri>il, and foe! in douht wl1t•tl11•r my stn•n:_:th will :.llow me to go over 
the hills hefore 1111•. \\'all«•<l 011 :.nd c•;1111e to a 11ice pbin between the 
hills, aud lll'ar Ho!!.i Chappori, called :\l11ran. Some 1wrt,; are cultivated. 
Hea,·h,·d the ;\likir 1·illal!,"e l'alled 1bhong; the road ~ometimes took a 
d!rPclion_ up stt>Pp hill,;, the tu•es completely covering the s1111 from my 
view, as 111 .Morung. 

The Mikir,, that I fo11ml to-clav, complained that the different Danga-
1·iah,, the 11.izarkiah of Jfoµi Khat, au,I ;\Jorung Gosai!!, and l{,izi Runga 
Hazarkiah, 11re continually making them hri111-{ to them grass, bambus, 
and wood, and forcing thPm to do many othe1· things. 

The features of Lhe :\likirs an, ~0111<•thi11;;- like the N al!,'a;;, flat noses, 
and Chinese t'}'C'S; the women hal'e a hluc strip, tattooe,l I ~uppose, run­
ning in a peq1el}(licular 1lirectio11 from the hrow Ol'er the no,P to the lower 
part of the chin. Th,•y say that the~· formerly came from ,Jynti.1h, and 
that the Jyntiah Ibja ,ms their king; and also that they and the Gar­
rows are the same race. 

The ;\Jikira are ,·ery much ad,lictcd to the use of f,•rmented liquors ; 
every thing it seems 1,cing· regulated according to the li<pwr they get to 
drink ; all ceremouies of whatever nature, marriages, burials, &c. must 
hal'e this indispensable heverage. As the next day wa-; Sunday, I stopped: 
when some of the !\leris who li1•e in Bo/;/;i Khat, brought a deacl tiger, 
which they had killed, ,md went away, and left it in the i\Iikir 1·illage. In 
consequence of this, the Gahuru was very son·y, and told me that he must 
Pr,ischit, (a Hindu term for sacrifice to llr.ilunaus,) i .. e. give a feast of 
liquor to the village, before the rest would again eat ll'ith him. ,vhether 
this preju,lice springs from the '.\likirs themselves, or they hal'e learned it 
from the Hindus, I cannot exactly learn. 

Ut/t. Dec. Left this ;\Jikir l'illage ahout 9 o'clock, and was obligecl 
to come do\\'n to the plains, no inhabitants heing in the hills in that 
direction. ;\Jv road was through Bogi Khat, where there was a good 
deal of dhan c~lti1•ation, and mauy houses. Came to Kazi llunga in the 
afternoon. 

15th Dec. There is great distress here, from tigers killing numher~ of 
the ravats. Kazi Runga is a pleasant place, and t he1 e i~ a good deal of 
cultivation. Left it after breakfast, our road throu1sh I ery dense Kagara 
jurwle, ancl came to the village called Kiihara. There \\'ere hut few 
hou:es, and a little dhau culti,,ation. After passing Kehiir,i there was thick 
Kegara and tree jungle for a distance of ahout three miles. I then e11te1·ed 
the hills, and about 4or S o'clock, 1·eached the l\likir l'illala(e called Sukrnng. 
The ascent in some places was l'ery ~teep. The <:ahuru says, there are 10 
hou~es; hut I was told by others, that there wern .is many as 50 or 60 
houses of rayats. I saw a good number of houses myself. 

• A peon. 
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16th Dec. Left Snknmg village, and came thro1111:h Yalleys and 01·er 
hills to the ,·illagc of llal', distance two mile,. The Gal,urn says, there 
nre hel'e ten houst•s; but it is mul'e probable, that there are thirt)'. The 
people seem much s111·111·isctl to set• me in theil' hills, allCl appear d1•sirous 
to kctip eyery thing secret. (,pft 11 ar l'illag-<>, and came to ,Joluk village, 
the nnul hei11;.\"through a brautiful 1·allPy. l'asst•d the Uiong or Dutfala river. 
It is rPally agrt•eablc tral'dling thrnugh these hill~, the road i~ so well 
shaded from the sun hy the tn•t•s. This 1lay's journt'y was thL• fiuest I 
ha1·e hall in tl,e hill,. Jaluk Ulihnrn snys ag;ii11, that tlH•re are 10 houses, 
(i\likirs ;) hut they may he e,timati·,I at -io, scattt•n·,I 1111 all(l ,lown. Left 
this and l'l'ossed some pretty h g·h hills to Ra11glong l'illag,•, which is simi­
lai· to thl! rl'st. Here I saw a man makinl,\" a boat. Leal'in1sthis village, 
I soon came tu another; an,I 1n·o,:e1•1liu~ onwards, I anivetl at Noa vil­
l11g1•, on1· some rather high hills, where I stopped for the ni1sht. It is 
rt>ally deli~·htfol to see so many people as there are in the hills, although 
tlll'y are rather scattcrecl. Yet still almost every hill has some parts 
cultirntt-d. 

The ;\Jikirs ne,·er cultivate the valleys between the hills. On my asl.. 
ing why they ,li,l not d" so, their answer was, that thry had no cattle, and 
where Wt're tht')', !wing such poor people, to get them? Yet their appear­
ance 1li1l not indicate poverty, for, as I passed ;dong, I saw thei1· women 
ancl children cun•red with sih·e1· bang-les and ear-rings, &c. Some had 
brass, mixed with silver; and el'e1·y village seemed to have an abund­
ance of fowls, pigs, and sometimes goats. The dhan was quite ahundant, 
ancl was stored in houses: the coolies I hat came with me from Kazi Runga 
to tht! tirst i\likfr village told me, that the i\likir, sometimes supplied the 
people of the plains with dhlin when it was scarce there. This mu~t he 
owing to the more industrious habits of the Mikirs, who are able to get a 
sutlici,mcy fo1· thei1· own wants, and even tu spare to othel's, from their 
scanty and hard soil. The :\fikfrs are 1·ery different from theii· lazy apa­
thetic neighhours, the A'somese in the plains; when it is also considered 
that the former people use only a small hoe fu1· cultivation, we must cer­
tainly speak well of their industt·y. They do not remove the stumps of 
\he trees. 

It is very pleasing to travel amongst them, theil' kindness is so great: 
they freely gil'C all necessary food tu strangers. Their houses a1·e much 
more comfortable than those belonging to the people on the plains ; indeed 
in all my journey, I had no quarter;; so good as in the Mikir hills. Their 
houses are raised full 15 or 20 feet from the ground. The machan is 
about 40 or 50 feet long, one encl of which is choppered for the family to 
take shelter under. The rest is left, except a small chop11e1· raised all round 
tht! open space; ancl in the centre a quantity of earth is placed, on which 
they make their fires. 

(h·igirt and Custoni.v of the Jl;/ikir.<.-lt is hard to tell whether it is trne, 
as they say, that they came from Jyntiah; hut one man told me he could 
understa11d some words of the Jyntiah langua!:(e. They at'e altogether 
l'Oicl of prejudice ll'ith regard to food. They partook of any thing that I 
was eating at the time, without any scruples; the only exception is a sin­
g11la1· one; it is that they will not eat the flesh of the cow, nor drink her 
milk. I was very anxious to find out if this prejudice had been derived 
from the H iudns; but the only answer I got was, that it was never the 
custom of the :\likirs to eat the flesh of the cow, nor drink her milk. All 
other things are eaten without hesitation. Their pigs and fowls are kept 
not fo1· daily use, as they cannot afford the expense; but chiefly fo1· 
the fe,v ceremonie;; of worship, in which a feast, with a g,>ocl supply 
of mad, is an important part ; all drink the matl, men, women, and chil­
dren. 
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Thry are not so much arl1licted to smoking as the Nagas; indeed I sa,v 
n•ry few smoking, a1ul they u,ed only the hukah made out of a small 
cocoanut, mounted "ith hrnss from Bengal. This seemed to he confined 
to the (~ah11rus, and not to he in general use. They have line la1·g·e pun 
boxes ; huwevt'r poor the man may lit', he must have his pan 1,ox. 

The women prepare the foud, aud do all the household work, as well as 
help in the cultivation of the soil, and oth .. r out-door wol'k. 

Their food is cooked i11 much the same ma1111er as it is amo,w the 
nati,·t's of the plains, but in boiling the rice, nune of the warer is 
thrown a"'ay, such a quantity only being put on the rice, as will he 
ahsorhe1l hy it. It is eaten with chillies; plenty of which, and very 
large, are found in the hills, and other tarkari11. 

) 11 former times, when they we1·e under the Jyntiah king, he 11srd to 
sPml a person, who made the settlements of the country, and appointed 
Gahurns in each village. The Gahu,·u is called in the Mikir language 
Sar, and is the hParl ovPr all Ranggatura. 

R../igion and Reli,9ious Ceremonies.-The god 01· dehta which they 
\Wlrship is callt•d Hempatin. \Vhethe1· this is the name of the Supreme 
Bein!(' in thei1· la11g-uage, I cannot tell. But they know nothing of his 
nature, nor of his worship, excPpt that, if they think they can })lease him 
by a fowl, p:oat, or pig, and mad, they gla,lly perform the ceremony to 
olitain su .. ce~s in their undertakings, protection in journies, and freedom 
from sil'k ness, or other merely temporal blessings; of an hereafter they 
know nothing. 

Thi' ceremonies which thPy use are as follows: near a small house 
erected for the purpose, they place boiled rice in three different places, 
cutti11g the head off the sacrifice over the rice, and bowing before it. 

They do not bury their dead, as the Nagas do, hut first burn the body, 
and then they put the ashes into a lumdi, ( earthen pot), arul hnry it ; as 
to their feasting, it is just the same. 'fh .. y keep the hody for a day or 
two, or more, to allow all his relations and friends to assemhle; they 
also hPat the tom-tom during the time, and when the hody is burnt, and 
the ashes put into the liandi to be buried, they put along with it, rice, 
water, mad, and other things; a sufficient provision for four months, 
which shews their belief in the soul's existence after the hmlv is dead . 

.1'Jilm·riage.-\Vhen a young man has made choice of a young \\'On,an, he 
tells his father, who takes some of his friends, and they go tu the house of the 
girl's fathel'. They take with them a numher of hon/!s (calabashes) of 
mad, and ask the girl's fa,the1· to give his. daughter in marriage to the 
young man. If they eonsent, there is a feast provided ; pigs, fowls, and 
mad; hut no ceremony, so far as I could learn, is performed. The 
young couple after maniage are obliged to stay in the house of the wo. 
man's father, until tl ey have childrt'n, or at least fo1· two years; aftei­
whi1·h they can go to thei1· own house. 

They only marry one wift', and if the husband dies she may again 
marry, hut not to an t'ldest son; in this respect, they are like the Nii.gas. 

Ho11ses, dress, <'\·c.-They have Dekah houses, like the Nii.gas; but I did 
not see so much regularity in this respect as is apparent among the Nagas. 

Their dress is much better than that of the Negas. The greater part 
of the men wear dhoties, and the women broad melcld&; blue i, the general 
color. 

Their implements of husbandry are only the kodul, for preparing the 
ground, and the dau. 

They make a few cloths themseh-es, and say, that they get some from 
the G~ros, calle<l Pelu, a cotton striped cloth, for throwing over the 
shoulders. The females are not secluded as are the females of Bangal; 
on my entering a village, all ran to see me-men, women, and chilclren. 
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I coulrl get no nccount of any limestone. In the interior, the hills do 
not rise so high as those seen from the plains: excepting some few of 
tht>m. I ha,l a fine \'iew of the Ba1·ramputar and Dish1uith, and all round 
that si1le of the country, and down the river from one of these hills, which 
was nt>ar J .. luk villag-e. On both sides of the village there is a view from 
the hills. The i\likirs, although they sometimes build on some of the 
]1ighest hills, in general ha,·e their chnn.y on low hills, anrl on the sides 
of high ones, hut never directly on the summit. The hills fall in the 
ct>ntre, hut on the Kacher sirle, thev rise al{ain ; here anrl there are to be 
found \'alll'ys, which are not very l~rge, though large enough to admit of 
good cultivation. 

The hills near the Morung side, called :\Jikir, are not so steep as 
those nearer Kolidoan anrl Hangazona. After coming to Boe;i Khat, there 
arc no villages of l\likirs on the hills hetwet.>n that and Kazi Hanga; on 
ascending them again, they were a little high. Our road lay up hills, and 
down again; hut it is not difficult, and is quite practicable for a horse. To 
the fi1·st village, Sukrang, and from this to Har Chan, the ground descends 
to Jaluk: there are valleys and an ascent to Hanl{l,ong. From Rangbong, 
the road descends to Sotara, and then it is up one hill, and down again; af­
terwards it crosse,; high hills, on the east side of which the ,·illage of Noa 
is situated; I think a horse could go o,·er ,·ery well, and indeerl, might be 
ridden all the way. In c1·ossing the Mikh- hills, from the village of 
Konkar, in l\'lorung, the roads ;11"e not so good as the others near Noa. 
gong, being principally through small streams and slippery stones. 

If I may judge from the kind manner in which the ;\likirs received me 
in their hills, I should say that they have no ohjections to strangers ;­
indeed the hills are constantly ,·isited by the merchants of Hishnlith, 
Noagong, and hy the people of the plains, for u-ade. I met several persons 
on the hills in my journey. They trade in salt, exchanging it with the 
1\Jikirs for cotton, arriah thread, and various little articles of luxury, in 
which the !\Jikirs are beginning to indulge, such as the hukah, cloth, &c. 

They are subject to the same diseases as the :'\a.gas. 
It is difficult for me to gi\·e an opinion concerning the saluhrity of the 

hill regions. The people themselves say, they are quite healthy ; anrl in 
my journey I saw many old men and wonum. I asked them if I could 
lh·e in the hills ? They said, Why not? 

They make their mad (liquor) just in the same way as the Niigas; hut 
the ~tronl{ liquor they get, it seems, from Jyntiah, as they cannot make 
it thems,·lves. This li11uor is only used on particular occasions. 

Tht>y hal'e no written character whate,·er, and none of them c,1n rea,I 
or writt>. Of course they have no schools, or education of any kind. Tltev 
and the Niigas are e(111al in this respect, neither having any character fo

0
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their lang·uage; indeed this is true of nearly all the hill tribes 011 this 
frontier. 

The population of the Mikirs must he v-ery considerable : if all are 
inrlnderl, which are in the Jyntiah hills and other places, they rnav be 
,afely estimated at 20,000, or perhaps more. • 

I 7/h Dec. Left Noa Galiuru's house, am) crossed over a hill to Tongher 
village, a place of about 20 house,. Halted a little for a change of illikirs, 
1md theu procee~erl; but li~tle tlirl I think tliat they were b1·in;d11~ me 
dowu from the hills; nor dul I fully know that I was on the plain~, (,o 
thick wa,; the mist,) uutil I found myself up to my mid,lle in mud. After 
i:-oi1111: some time in this nwnner, a111I also losing ou1· road, "'e reached the 
,·illag-e on the 11lains, called Bainin Gram. Here ende,I my tirst trip 011 

the :\likir hills; l,ut I was sorry that my tour was so l,rief. 
I al(ain starter! with i\lr. Huion, and aftc1· passing with him 11,·e1· some 

part~ of the Jyntiah hills, I left him, and went to Sil Dharmpur in Kacha1·. 
V. 2 n 
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From thi~ I starte1l to go acro~9 the hills to No.igong. The road 
wn~ not much frequente,l hy the natives; it by ovl'r some ,·ery hiµ:h 
hills, an,I on the Noagonir si,\e, through 11 1·iver full of irreat stones. I 
only met with one ,·illag,• of i\likirs. The hill,i are towards the south.west, 
anti nre not so wl'II inhnhited as the others. I came down into l\lildr 
i\lahal, the piu·t called Sani Kor.<luli. Thu,. I ende,1 my hill trip; and I 
have e,•pry 1·ea,.on to he satisfied with my journey. I am now better 
ahlc to form a just opinion of the fiel<l that is now op1•11 for the sp1·ea,I of 
knowle<l::-e. The Lalongs are lower down, nea1· Hmrnhetli, I helien•, hut 
they m·e all scattered here and there; numhers of them have come to Rul,a. 

I may yet go through Jyntiah to Gowahatti. My impression from 
what l have sel'n of :\lorung is, that it is nearly all forest ahove the 
Go,ai!!'s place, an1l in parts helow also. Tht>re is a strip of cultivated 
Jami near the Dnnesiri rivt>r, and spots orcasionnlly, such as the Bur 
Pathar, of lar,!!:e fields fit for the culti,·ation of dll<in. This acrount ii;i 
applicahle to the country extending from near the mouth of the Dunesiri 
river upwards to Burfulani, an<l e\"en beyon<l that place. Bog-i Khat, 
Nam Dying, Kazi Ranga, and all the places on this side, are free from 
the forest, except the hill parts, and arc quite similar to the rest of A'.~em. 

"., 4 !-in cc the note at the head of Art. I. went to press. we have heard with plea­
~1trc, that the Ser:1mpoL'C 1\1isRionary ~ociety are ah·eady taking- active measures for 
the intellectual and mornl improvement of the Miklrs and other trihcs there referred 
to. It must not he imagined, however, that on this accouot additional labourers 
from Amrrica are not reqliil'l'd in A'~H.m. How murh they are nred1·<l will be seen 
from the accompanying extract of a letter from n geotleman in that couotry, dated 
:March 10th, 18:l6, 

"l wi,h we coul<I !!Ct another family from the American ?llission at Sadiyn, where 
there is enon!!h to be done for many band.,. We have at :c'adiya, or its vicinity, a 
considernhle hoJy of II indns, "110 have fortunately lost caste by having been slaves 
nmon~st the Hanncse and ~incphos: they are rallr,l Doannu:-;, i. e. Dol>ashes; they 
have altof!ether put off the effeminacy and drhanchcry, with the superstition of the 
Hiu<lu-., an,i a1 e now iu n similar state with the Slian~, hnt much mol'e attached to 
u~, they heing all hbefiltcd or run-away slaves, and their free<lum entirely depeot.ling 
on our suprrmacy. 

"Any other missionary we might get at Sadiya might make the Mishmls his 
JlN'.nliar object, and through them the Khatois, ChinPsr, and llhotes of the Lama 
countr\'. I believe the l\1ishmis would not object to one of us S<·ttling, 01· at least 
travellln!!, in their country at present, and perhaps scttlin!): he,·eafter: their country 
extends every when, to perpetual snow. The country berond, which our peol'le 
called Lnmndeah, is full of a dense population." 

III.-On the Permanent Residence of European Christians in 
India. 

The state of European society in this country i:-; in i.ome re­
spects peculiar; it is particularly so in its being sul~ject to con­
i.tant changes. Every ship that arri,·e;; bring,; some pen-ons to 
re,-.i1le for a longer or shorter time in thi,; land of voluntary 
exile; while among,;t ·' the list of 1h•part11re;;," we often ,-iee the 
names of many wl10 arc repairing to " dPar old England," to 
fipeml their remaining year,; in the mi<l.-;t of n•lation,- and 
fri1'n1ll'l, auJ highly-prizPd privileges. .Many cansps combine 
to in,luce thi.; state of thing,;. A,; to the motives which influ­
ence people to come to thi,; country, it i., not om· present ob~ 
ject to co11sider them; b11t as to their rea~ou;;; for ret11rnino­
i1ome, perhap~ few per:-;011,; think ofrea:-oning on the r-:uhject. It 
seems to he a matter of l'Olll"!>e ; at any ratP, it iR 1111,re usually 
a matter of feeling than of argument; and if it be necessary to 
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as~ign l'C'a~ons, then iu;;t:rntly the minds of mo;;t per!'lons will 
thi11k of "impaired health," "claims of famil_,·," •· inll,rcourse 
with fril•n<ls am\ with sociciY," "mi~eraLle exile of ludia lifo," 
&c. &c. Certai11ly many of° these reasons are vt•ry strong; to 
mauy pcr.~011s tlit•_v arc, aml ought to he, decisive in regard to 
thl•it· co!lllnct; and to all, these and similar motives do make fo1·­
c·ilil,• appeal,-, a1hlressi11g the more generous as well as the more 
affl•ctionate foelings of our nature, and making that to appear a 
duty, which inelination regards as an unequalled gratification. 

So strong, am!, at the ,,;ame tinw, so amiable, is this home­
wart\ cu1-rt•nt of feeling amongst Europeans iu this country, 
tliat I should not for a momeut thiuk, l\lessrs. Editor,-, of 
atte111pli11g to impede iis course, were it not for the sincere 
and paiuful eo111·idion, that it is "an evil uuder the sun," or, 
at the least, that it prHents the doing- of much good. \Vith 
your permission, I will mention two or three reasons which 
lrad me to think that, in all practicable cases, it is the duty of 
Christian,,; to reside pennanently in this country. 

It cannot be dermed necessary to i-how at length, that 
Christians are unde1· ohligatio11 to regulate their entire life, 
in all its being-, and in all its circumstances, so as to promote 
i11 the hig-hest degree the honor of His name who died for them. 
Eren·<leclaration of the sacred Scriptures that "whethe1· we Ii ,,e, 
we li~·e unto the Lord; or, ,, hether we <lie, we die unio the Lord: 
whether we live, therefore, 01· die, we are the Lord's;" every 
exhortation to "glorify God in our bodies, and in out· spirits, 
which are God's," and, "whether we eat or drink, or whatso­
ever we ilo," to " do all to the glory of God ; " every feeling 
of gratitude to our Redeemer for the inestimable blessings we 
have our,.;e)ves received through his death ; every desire which 
we are conscious of indulging to see his :;ahation 111ade known 
amongst all men ; every hope we cherish of sitting down in our 
Sa,·iour\i kingdom above with the redeemed from amongst nil 
nat.ious, th,,re to a.:cribe praises to him that sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever; all impress on our 
mimh the solemn conviction, that our Saviour's glory should be 
the great object of our fo·es. For the promotion of his honor 
we must live ; for the advancement of it we should be willing 
to die ; for the purpose of celebrating it in higher and nobler 
world:,; we hope for immortal existence. Even eternity of exist­
ence will not be too long a period to employ in glorifying the 
Saviour's name. If we are truly the Redeemer's followers, these 
are our present aud our most deeply cherished feelings. Hy 
them we shall regulate all that we think, and say, and do. Like 
the ang-els, who" also serve," while they only wait, we 1,.hall Le 
willing to wait at any place, unoccupied if need be, until our 
1\1:ister appoints some duty for us to perform. Like the i;;ame 
exalted beings, " who are ministering spirits sent forth to 

2 ll i 
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minister unto the ll£'irs of salvation," we i-hall be ready to go 
to the most distant part of that portion of the univer,,;e, "the 
earth, which the Lord hath givt>n to the children of men ; " we 
shall cheerfully perform any duty, however low, obscure, self­
denying, or painful; we shall regard it as our meat and our 
drink to do the will of our heavenly Fathet·; we shall find our 
pure;.t and highest enjoyment in his service: in any place that 
he allots, in any place where we can accomplish the great­
est amount of good, or where we can exert the :;;tronge;.t influ­
ence on the minds of our f~·llow men in behalf of onr Redeem­
er's gospel and its great salvation, there, and only there, we 
shall feel at !tome. 

The entire correetne.<:s of these views, everv consecrated fol­
lower of the Lonl .J e,;us will at once admit. Every sincere and 
devoted Christian knows and feels, that he i~ not to "live any 
lon,gn unto himself, but unto Him who has died for him;" that 
lie is not to live any longer for his own gratification; that he is 
not to live any longi>r for merely human and earthly happiness: 
but that he is to live for the Saviour, and for the best good 
of his fellow men. It is only necessary, therefore, to ask 
that the question of remaining in India, or of returning to 
England "to fini,-;h his course," should be decided Ly every 
follower of Chri,-;t Jesus with reference to these princi pies. 

There are many in;,tances, undoubtedly, in which it is a 
Christian <luty to return home, as when health has become so 
much impaired as to render a change of climate indispensable ; 
or when relations are so dependant, as that they cannot other~ 
wise be taken care of; or when children require attention ne­
cessary for their welfare, which no person else can give, &c. 
But there are also instances in which persons have good health; 
in which none are so ckpendant on them, or so require their 
care, as to make a return home unavoidable; in which there 
is a good knowledge of the language, and of the usages and 
habits of the Hindu people ; in which long residence has 
given the advantage of thoroughly understanding the native 
character, of securing the respect of multitudes, of being able 
to influence their minds, in a much bettet· manner than could 
be affirmed of perhaps the greater part of the Missionary body. 

\Vhy should imch persowi return home ? They might there 
be in the midst of refinement and intelligence, and the thousand 
nameless but felt advantages of Christian society; perhaps 
thev might even be more comfortable there, if comfort, t.rue 
comfort can consi,,t with the neglect of duty; but would they 
be more useful ? W ouhl tht>y do more for the Saviour's honor? 
Would their light so shine that a greater number of persons could 
s;ee it ? \V ould they have opportunities of recommending by 
their example, and hy their conversation, the pure and blessed 
.religion of Christ to a greater, or a more ignorant, or a more 
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dP~titute population? \V 0111<1 they be able to nc.-complish 
what they shoul<l attempt, in circumstance,; that wouhl pre­
rlmle other persons, not less qualified than themselve.~, from 
doing the same work t In a single wor<I, <lo the people at home 
~tan<l in at all the same need of the influence and the exertions 
of Christians, of either ministers or laymen, ais do these igno­
rant heathen millions of India ? 

There seems to be a gt•neral mistake 011 this sul\jeet,-it ii 
the taking it for grantell, as a 111atte1· of course, that it is right 
to return home the momt'llt circumstances permit. As soon 
as the pn•scrihed number of year;i have pas:,;ed away, every 
pPrson, al1110:;t,s<>c11res his pal'<sage in the first good ship. Not mere­
h· i,.: thi,- trne of those who do not feel the con;;trainin" influ­
~nCl' of the SavioUl''s love-constraining them to livt- unt; him­
but the same remark must be made concerning relig-ious peoplP, 
and even concerning the appointed ministers of God's word ! 
Bnt if we mar form any conclusion as to the path of Christian 
duty from the number of people to whom, in any particular 
place, we have access; from their spiritual nece,a;,;ities; or from 
the amount of means employed to promote their etemal welfare, 
then we must unhe,-:itatiugly conclude, that every Christian 
should take it for gmnted that he should remain in India, unless 
Providence clearly indicates a different course of conduct. For 
so far as man can judge, it seems obvious that every persou, 
"·ho has a heart inclined to promote the Savionr\, honor in the 
salvation of men, can <lo so more exten:;ively iu this couutry, if 
Pro,·idence permits him to stay iu it, than he could ever hope 
to do at home. This single view of the quest;on of duty, 
guarded as it has already been, should be decisive to the mind 
of every conscientious follower of the Lord J esns. 

But while the question of duty can be detennined, as it 
should he, by direct considerations of the kind that have been 
mentioned, it must not be forgotten, that there are indirect ad­
vantages of a most important character to be expected from 
such residence of Christians in this country, as it is the o~ject 
of this paper to recommend. Here might be classed the counsel 
which they might give in regard to the best modes of pmmoting 
the Saviour's cause, and to the particular exigencies that might 
arise ; the encouragement which they might offer to those who 
are directly employed in Missionary work ; the literary contri­
butions which they might make to the religious press,-an ad­
vantage which I am sure you, Messrs. Editors, would appreciate; 
the part which they might take in managing and supporting 
the Bible, Tract, and other Societies, which must become large 
institutions to meet th!: increasing wants of this people, and 
to even the secular management of which, mini,;ters of all de­
nominations, especially in Calcutta, are obliged to give more 
attention at p1·esent than folly compmts with their appro-
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p1·iate duties. In this connection, it would he particularly im­
portaut to consi(h•r the heuiµ-n iufluenct> which the example of 
well-ordere<l, intellig('llt Christian families would exert over 
this great but degraded people. At present, the eye of a na­
ti\'e can scarcely rest on a Christian family, until that family re­
mo,·es cithPr to some other place or from the country. In hut few 
in,-tances is opportunity affor<led to the native,- for becoming ac­
quainted with the families either of the Military or of the Civil 
Serrnnts of the Company. The system of change from place to 
place, whieh it is the wise policy of the Govemment to keep 
up, quite int{'rfor{'S with, if it does not prevent, the operation of 
that ki11dly influence which i;; exerted Ly long acquaintanee 
au<l clo,;e and familiar ohservatio11. It <'au h:mlly Le doubted 
Ly a11_y person, that if Christian,; were to spend their clay,; in 
thi,; <'ountry, actively employed in such direct efforts for the 
good of the native inhaLitauts as their talents or their circum­
stancl's rl'1Hlered it prope1· for them to undertake ; if thPy were 
to exemplity the truths of our holy religion, as individual;; aud 
as familie,,;, before the eyes of this people ; if they were finally 
" to die unto the Lord," lwre in a laud where few Christians 
<lie, and where the poor, dark-minded Hindu has, con,;equently, 
few opportunities of S{'eing or of hearing with what holy con­
solation a Chri,,;tian can meet that trying and solemn hour, 
thern woultl lrn a better prospect than there now is of our ~a­
,,iour's kingdom being soon established in the hearts of the 
people of ln<lia. 

It is tn1e, some practical difficultie;;; would attend a perma­
nent resi1lence in this country ; yet they would hardly prove 
iu,,;uperaLle: and if not, they would appear but light t,, every one 
who was conscious of being influenced by a siucern desire to 
ho11or Him who triumphed over imch vast difficulties in orde1· to 
provide salvation for us. At any rate, they would Le transient: 
for we shall all soon go home,-not perhaps to the land where 
our earthly home has Leen, but, if we sincerely trust in and 
love the Redeemer, to that heavenly world where our eternal 
home shall Le. ,,Vhen admitted to dwell forever in those 
mansions whieh our Saviour has gone to prepare, and when 
r~joieing for evermore in hi!-! pres1wce, there will then Le 110 

feeling- of regret that, while on earth, we endured a11y p1·iva­
tion or sacriliced any enjoyment for His sake, and for the 
promotion of His cau!-Je amo11g,;t men. That all in this heathen 
country, ,; who profess and call themselves Chri,~tian,;," may 
Jive so as to adorn and to recommend the Chri,;tian profes­
sion, and that they may all prove " faithful unto <leath, and 
thPn receive a crown of life," is the i;incere prayer of your 
constant reader, C. 

[We cordially recommend the preceding observations to the attention of our 
readers. We shall anticipate much good to India, if the views here advocated be 
&enerally embraced by its European sojourners.-E».] 
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IV.-Tlte best .Menns of commu,nicaling tlte Learning and 
Civiliza.tion of Europe to lndin. 

('1any of our ren,lers will recollect that,nearly two years aa:o, there wns p11hlishd in 
this city an int~rt'~tin~ little work In· 1'1r. Trevclyau, entitlctl '' A Tr~ari:-.e on the mca.n!-1 
of rommunicating- the Lea.rnin~ and Civilization of Enrope to India." 'I h1~ ,h·c11 
jntel'cst of the subject iU,df, nnll the ackun,,lc1lge<l t1tknt~ a111l benevolence o( 
tht:' :'\Uthor, r.oul1I nut but commu.nd the attention of a ' 1 Chri..;tiau Oh..;,•rver ;" a.nJ 
it was onlv the illuess and suhseriucnt departure to Europe of n valnc,l n~..;ocia!c, 
who luul eu~aµ:ed to review it, that prevented it~ being introduce1l at lcn;!tll to the 
notice of 01tr reader~. The events refrrr..:-11 to, howrver, havin~ tlclayrd our inte11d:.:<I 
notice fnr !-iome time, the Wol'k mii;?ht probably have been left to it_.;, own. mlidt:-1 1 a~ 
far a~ our pa~es are concerned, had we not ju~t received from the United Statr.~ a 
copy of a Q.ua1·terly Review for July 1s:i5, containin~ a clever artirlc on the snbject, 
arHl :--ome spirited obst>rvations on the call now maJc on America to coutribute her 
share to the intellectual and •viritual regeneration of Ilindn,tau. 

llelin·ing ns wedo, that the rising power and beuev11le11cc of the Unite,! States will 
rrnt.lrr her a blessing, wherever sh~ may direct lier Missionary efforts, and car11e..,tly 
de~iring to see much more moral inllnence brought to beat· on this beni;!htecl country, 
we trace with real pleasure any indicatio'l that America is beginning to feel the hnpe­
rath·e claims or Hin<lust;in. It is therefore not merely from the intere5ting aOll ins true ... 
tive nnture of the following remark:,, but aho from their intlicating the g-cnerou.;; tone 
of feeling which hns begun to animate the religious public of the U nite<l States with 
re~arcl to the country of ou,· sojourn, that we transcribe them in our pages. Our 
readers, we are persuaded, will thank us for their insertion.-Eo.J 

It is not many years since India was a sort of fairy-land, and it really 
seems to be becoming so again. But mark the change of circumstances, 
and the signal providence by which it has been wrought. Vasco de Gama 
opened the way to Hindustan at a time when the 1·age for discovery and 
conquest had supplanted the spi1·it of chivalry in Europe. The partial 
discoveries of the Portuguese in Africa gave a mighty impulse to this ne,v 
knight.errantry, and the romantic interest which had formerly invested 
the crusade and the tournament, was rapidly transferred to the splenclid 
project of discovering new woi-lds. Navigation and geography were not 
at that time matters of cool, systematic investigation, or selfish commer­
cial policy. They were the darling themes of the poet, the romancer, and 
the visionary schemer. This is exemplifie1l in the history of Columbu~, 
whose adventures, notwithstanding Joel Barlow's failure, are full of thll! 
elements of poetry. The spirit of Columbus was precisely that of chival­
ry, in its palmiest state, a cu1·ious mixture of refinetl ambition, s,iutimen­
tal benevolence, romantic p1·ide, and poetical superstition. This was far 
from being a mere personal eccentricity. lie had caught his spirit from the 
spirit of the age. All Europe, and es11ecially the luxurious and refined, were 
filled with the ideas of maritime discovery, and of the wonder,; which it was 
expected to reveal. They were therefore prepared, by enthusiasm and igno­
rance, to put a brilliant gloss upon the plainest picture. No wonder then 
that lnclia hurst upon them in a blaze of s11lendour. The traditional he. 
lief in the boundless wealth of Asia was far from being shaken hy the first 
sun-ey; the pride and enthusiasm of the adventurers themselves exagge. 
rated ev!'ry thing ; ancl the first impression on the European mind was 
perhaps the strongest possible. We shall not pursue the history ; suffice 
it to say, that the impression thus made could not be effaced, and th;it i11 
spite of increasing knowledge, Hindustan continued from generation to 
generation. to wear the ,lrapery of romantic fiction. It mig-ht have heen 
supposed, that when this land of ,!reams hegi111 to fall beneath the power of 
a company of merchants, the bright clouds which shado·ved it would have 
been clispellecl ; but it must not be forgotten that the English adventurer,i 
were themselves not free from this poetical illusion. They entered lnrlia 
with a hope of gain indeed, but at the same time with a feeling of roma11. 
tic awe. Their first representations of the country, therefore, were by no 
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menns ~uill'<I to correct the vulgar errol'; and the SUl'pl'ising series of ad­
\·entnrt>s, stratagems, and negotiations, which l'esulted in that wonderful 
l1i,tori1·al phenc;menon, the sulijection of the Hindus and expulsion of the 
,,thl'r J<:11ropea11s by the English, was itself, so much of a romance, that it 
r1,ntl'il:11led to heighten rather than impair the dl'amatic interest which 
Enr.,pe felt in India. It was not therefore till the British power had heen 
~Pttll'd on a hasis which promised to he laslinir, that the original concep­
t:,,11 of that dista11t n•gion, as au Eldorado and a country of enchantment, 
was 1·ompletely brokt'n. The l'egular intercourse with Euro11e wliil"h en­
~ned, and the fm·mal routine of a European government on the soil of 
India, seemed to break the spell for ever. But at this very junctul'e 
a new bul,ble bright was set afloat, and sustained the eastern lndomania 
by ..Jianginir its direction. ,vhen the British power was substantially es­
tnhli~hed, thrl'e wa~ a call for other accomplishments than those of the 
fa,·tory or the counting-house. The creation of civil offices brought from 
England men of parts a11d education, who, though fol' superior to the ex­
pl .. de,l errors, were full of curiosity and sanguine expectation with re­
µ·,11'(1 to the antiquities of Hindustan, its language, history, and scientific 
culture. Sanscrit leal'ning was a virgin mine, and it would have been a 
prodi!!,")' if those who first explored it had escaped intoxication from its 
v~pours. The ,·eal magnificence of that venerable tongue was enough to 
disturb the equilibrium of the judgment ; its obvious affinity with the 
w~stern languages seemed to enhance its value; the thirst fol' strange 
arq11irenwnts anti the ardour of discovery rendered wise men credulous; 
Greek and Roman learning was disparaged in compariRon with the lore of 
India. A taste was fol'med for the gigantic beauties of Sanscrit archa,.. 
ology; cycles of hundreds of thousnn,1s of years, instead of exciting laugh­
ter, commarnled admiration. The '.\losaic chrom•logy looked very small 
by the side of such colossal epochs ; men began to imagine that a flood of 
light was to he shed upon the world from the marshes of Bengal. Their 
exaggerated statements were greedily seized upon by Eu1·opean infidels ; 
what delusion began in India, impostul'e promoted in France; and as the 
"new philosophy," was predominant in Europe, it was soon a law of fashion 
to belie\'e that the wol'id was a million years of age ; and the passion 
for Hindu hi,;tol'y and science became an epidemic. The chronological 
imposture soon met with its quietus, but the literary phrenzy lived a lit­
tle long-er. The only corrective was increase of knowledge. Sir ,Villiam 
,Jones began his career in India, with strong prepossessions in behalf of 
Sanscl'it learning; but his previous acquirements were so various and ex­
tensive as to save him from infection. His own progress in lmlianlitera­
ture was wonderfully rapid, and the Asiatic Society, of which he was the 
founder, brought the "hole field in a short time under actual culti,·ation. 
Before this pl'ocess the delusion could not stand. The religion of the 
Brahmins w:1s di,·ested of its finery, and exposed in filthy ugliness; 
whilP $anscl'it literature took its pl'opel' place as the growth of an igno­
rant and imaginative age, with the usual faults and merits which accom­
pany such a pedigree. This seemed to he a death.blow to the romance 
of Hindustan. As a theme of political contl'oVel'sy, as a scene of hloody 
wars, and as a missionary field, it grew more and more familial' to 
America and Europe; but the charm which once invested it seemed to be 
lost for ever. ,vhethcr this total change of feeling was a matter of re­
joicing, niay be made a question. The cor.-ection of error can never be 
an evil, ar;d the exposure of the fal.ity of Hindu dates was a triumph of 
revelation over heathenism. Dut we doubt whether matter~ are not push­
ed too for, when tlrn attempts are made to shut imagination out from all 
our t>fforts to do good. Under the name of romance men have vilified and 
ridicultd a powerful spring of action, and one which is fa1· from being ori-
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vain one of imposing a strange language on the millions of India hy an 
arbitrary exercise ofpowl'r. Experience laughs at all attempts of this 
kind. The plan for which he pleads is the introduction of English as a 
learned lang,i:1gl', and as the language of puhlic husiness, which it could 
not be for any leng-th of time without becoming the lang-uag-e of refine­
ment :rnd politenE'ss. Being thus the Latin and the Fren.-h of Hindustan, 
it would reach the lowl'r classes by its gradual effect upon the vernacular 
dialects, which, as in all analog-ous cast>s, would become assimilated to the 
superior tong·ue. The author's arguments are founded not on abstract 
speculation, hut authentic history ; ~nd howevl'r paradoxical his doctrines 
may appear when summarily stated, no one, we think, can calmly weigh 
l1is 1·ea~ons without ndopting most of his conclusions. The suhject of the 
ingenious treatise, though treated in particular relation to the case of 
India, is of general interest to all who spl'ak the English language, and 
wish to make use of it a,; a ml'ans of ci,·ilization and conversion to the 
heathen. Ancl evl'n considered as a local questicn, it is far from being 
one devoid of interest to us. A lively curiosity, and better feelings too, 
have latt>ly hl'en nwake11ed in America towarrls [nrlia. These considera­
tions, and the intrinsic merit of the little work hl'fure us, induces us to 
communicate its suhstance to our r.-aders, not by formal analysis or direct 
quotation ; hut interweavinit the ideas aml expressions of the author with 
our own. \Ve shall thus be able to omit what is merely local and of in­
ferior interest, arnl to arran!fe the matter in a way to suit our purpose. 

From the earliest age of the world, a reciprocal interchange of learnin~ 
and civilization has been in progress hetween the nations of the east, and 
those of the west, ancl in proportion as either of them have made any con­
sidl'rahle adrnnce in their acquisition, they have imparted to the other a 
portion of tht>ir supnior advantages. Letters aml philosophy came from 
Asia into Greece, and after the eastern countries had lost their national 
character and their aneient cultivation, these gifts were returned by 
Greece to Asia. Under the patronage of the caliphs of the east and west, 
the philosophy and science of Athens were largely transfused into the 
language of Arahia ; and the Saracens, in turn, became a lite1·ary people 
when Europe was sunk in barbarism. Since the Caliphate passed away, 
and its dominions became suhject to the harbarous Turks and Mamelukes, 
the countries of the Past have been gradually relapsing into barbarism, 
while Europe has been approaching to the height of civilization. \Ve find, 
therefore, four distinct epochs at which the people of Asia and Europe 
have succl'ssfully imparted cidlization to each other. L The civiliza­
tion of Asia was imparted to Greece. 2. The civilization of Greece and 
Rome was imparted to the Saracens. 3. The civilization of the Saracens 
was imparted to modern Europe. 4. The civilization of modern Europe 
i~ in the course of being imparted to Asia. This is one of the most 
interesting features of the times in which we live, and every Christian 
philanthropist must be dispo~ed to ask, how may this end be most 
effectually accomplished ? By trnnslation, is the answer which ha!i 
commonly been given, both in theory and practice. But the difficulties in 
the way of this are many. 1. \Vhen and by whom can all thl' works he 
translated which are necessary to a complete course of scientific instruc.. 
tion? so long as the supply is partial and imperfect, the natives will prefer 
their own hooks. 2. J\"o translation can have the authority of originals . 
.European hooks in an Indian dress, will always he postponed to the native 
authors, be the intrinsic merit of either what it may. 3. The usual dis.. 
advanta11:es of translation, clulness, inelegance, obscurity, and error, are 
peculiarly great where the languages concerned are so totally unlike in 
genius and structure as the living languages of Europe and Asia. 4,. The 
popular dialects of the east are almost wholly destitute of scientific terms. 
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If borrowed, as they may be, from Arabic and Sanscrit, there is a double 
chancl' of misapprehension, and a certainty of rt>J1ulsive harshness. The 
translation would, in that case, he fro'.11 one unknown language to another . 
.;, Books would he of small avail without living tt>achers. Hut Europeans 
cannot soon, or in suffkient numbe,·s, teach the sciences of Europe in the 
langnagrs of Asia; and as for the lt>al'lled natives, pride, bigotry, an,I in­
terest, unite to set them all in opposition to improvement from abroad. 
6. Translations have to contend, not only with literary but religious pre­
judice. "'hat a Musulman or Hrahmin reads in Arabic or Sanscrit, he 
instinctively 1·efers to the standards of his faith. ,v1i11t he reads in Eng­
lish lies beyond the reach of these associations. For instance, an errone­
ous system of astronomy, which teaches that the sun moves round the 
earth, forms part of the Koran, and is therefore identified with the 
Mohammedan religion. Now it is natural to suppose, and it is found to be 
the case, that if the solar system is taught to a Mohammedan in the terms 
of his own philosophy, which are the same as those of the Koran, his re­
ligious prejudices are offended by the contrast ; but if taught to him in 
English, no such effect is found to be produced. This explains the fact 
th11t while the natives feel a strong distaste for European science taught 
in the languages of India, tb.ey devour it with avidity in an English dress, 
and choo~e to study E11glish for the very purpose. 

But though these are valid arguments against translation as an adequate 
means of civilization, it does not follow that there are no such means. 
There is a very easy and familiar process which, if properly directed, cannot 
fail to take effect. The natural connexion between the progress of conquest 
and that of language has not been sufficiently understood by the European 
rulers of India. Subjection to a fo,·eign power is certainly an evil: but 
when that subjection has once been established, it is not an evil that the 
rulers of the country should carry on their business in the language with 
which they are best acquainted; and if, in addition to this, their language 
contains a literature re11lete with knowledge and improvement to the con­
quered people, the advantage is still greater. The necessary consequence 
of this change is, that the conquered nation adopts the literature and learn­
ing of the conquerors; an inundation of new ideas takes place; the genius 
of the conquered takt>s a new direction, and they study to improve their 
condition upon the principles of the new system which has be1>n imposed 
upon them. In this manner, each day produces a closer union between the 
two nation~. The vernacular idiom becomes saturated with the terms of 
the new literature, till it ripens into a language which is common to both 
parties. The conquered people, instead of opposin~, endeavour to emu­
late their nmsters. By degrees, as they succeed in doing so, they are ad­
mitted to g-reater privileges, ancl, in the end, both berome a united people, 
in the full possession of all the advantages which the supel'ior civilization 
of tht' former conquerors was calculated to bestow upon them. 

This is the inval"iahle process which has taken place wherever a nation 
in an inferior grade of civilization has been conquered by another, which is 
in a more improved state; and if it were otherwi11e, the ends of Providence 
would he defeated, for which it is reasonable to suppose that such sweep­
ing revolutions are permitted. The Romans at once civilized the nations 
of Europe and attached them to their rule by Romanising them, or in 
other words, hy making their own literature the stan<lar,I literatu1·e of 
the countries which they conquel'ed, and educating the people in the ideas 
and pl'inciples of the Romans. The attention of all parties was thus 
dil'ected to a common ohject, and, as the pl'ovincials of Britain, Spain, 
Gaul, Africa, &c. had to share their privileges with them, they we,·e for 
centuries distinguished as the most faithful and obedient subjects of the 
empire. Even the Nom1an conquest, severe as it was, has done good. 

ici 
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lt must he allowed that it was better fo1· our ancestors, that their Nol'mao 
mastt>rs should have a complete than an im11erfect knuwledg-e of the busi­
nt>ss II hich came before tht>m; :rnd lwnce the adoption of Norman F1·ench 
in the courts, was in itself a benelicial mea,ul't'. The ultimate conse­
q1ll'nrl's, howevel', were far more irn1101"tant-for French hecornin/;/," in this 
way the lan:.nia11;e of t>ducation and polite litPrature, our own rude tongue 
was imprnve,I uy a profuse introdtJction of French words a111l ideas, till a 
common idiom was formed, which was undel'stood by both parties in the 
state, arnl then of coul'se the original French was no longer requi1·ed. 
Our lanla(uagt>, which was originally in the highest deg1·ee unrefined, mad 
totally unfitted fo1· any but the common purposes of life, has not been 
broug-ht to its present degree of perfection by any internal improvement, 
hut h)' borrowing liherally from more generous soul'ces. So long as we 
had no literature of oul' own, the languages of education and science were 
Frend1 arnl Latin. Upon these mo,lels ou1· scholars formed their taste, 
and from these thev derin•1I thrir ideas and forms of expression, which 
they naturally introd1u·ed into their own language,-not only as being 
the most familiar to them, but as the onlv ones which we1·e at all calculat­
ed to conl'ey their meaning. Hence the.English language washy degl'ees 
ripened into a proper medium for the formation of a national literature, 
and the same change has place among the nations of the continent. In 
Russia, it is still in progl'ess, the languages of education there being 
French and Latin, while the native Russian offers as yet nothing WOl'th 
learning. 

The Arahian conquerors and the i\logu) dynasty in lrulia followed 
exactly the same policy as the Normans. \Vhernvel' they e~tahlished their 
power, their langua!-(e brcame the languaA"e of husiness and polite educa­
tion ; and this has done more to create a national feeling in their fal'our, 
and to reduce the distance which existe1l between them and the conquered 
people, than any of their other institutions. 

The unnatural elevation of the French in the scale of nations is owing 
to their policy in carrying their language wherever they go themseh·es; 
and the only hope of civilization for the bla1·ks in the \Vest Indies is 
founded on their possession of the English languagl', 01· of a oegro-English 
dialect. 

The considerations which lrm·e now heen mentioned seem to justify two 
conclusions. 1. That the only adequate instrument for communicating a 
forei!!n system of learning is to teach the prople the language in which it 
is embodied, and which forms the natural medium of its p1·opagation. 2. 
That it is i11cumhent Oil the nations of Europe, and particularly Oil Eng­
land, to avail themseh-es of this instrnment fol' the communication of their 
6uperior knoll'letlge to the <'ontinents of Africa aud Asia. 

At thi;; mome11t, it requires only the fi,tt of the local government to 
make English literature the polite, and ultimately the staudal'd national 
literaturP of India. ,\s Latin in former days became the learned language 
of the \Vest, English will hecome the learned language of the East, but 
will be ten times more effectual fol' the civilization of the people, because 
it has collected, in its coul'se, nil that is good in the Grnek, Latin, and 
modern langu;iges ; and because no one can acquire it without imbibing 
the genius of Christianity, 1111de1· which the language has been gradually 
formed. The vernacular tongues of India, which are 1·emarkahly poor and 
unscientific, will soon be overwhelmed by an iuundation of Euglish words, 
which convenience and fashion will inc01·p<wate with their idiom; and 
they will graduallr become assimilated to tire English, as they were ages 
ago assimilated to the Sansc1·it, and more lately to tire Persian, :md as 
the dialect~ of modern Europe have been assimilated to Latin. English 
will become the staoda1·d of taste throughout India, and all will endea-
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vour, in their writings and conve1·sation, to approach n& near as possible 
to it, till at last the \'ernacular to11gue will it~clf ri11t>n into a mt>dium 
fitted for the communication of the highe1· branches of knowledge, and for 
the gradual formation of a national literature. 

The1·e is every thing to encourage the introduction of English. The 
natives are prepared for it hy the previous introduction of Pe1·sian in 
some provinct!s, and Mahratta in others. They nre, moreol'e1·, in the 
habit of regarding the language of their rules with rt!spect; and it is at 
1n·esent a prevalent belief amour,:· them, that the English language is a 
1·ich stu1·e-house of valuable kuuwledll"e. Besides, the trial has been made, 
and \\'ith encouraging success. " The first occasion on which the plan of 
gi\"ing an English education to the natives was fairly tried, was at the 
Hindu college in Calcutta. The boy~ educated there present an exact 
co1111te1·part to the Rnman provincials, except that they are as far above 
them, as our system of knowledge is ahove that of the Romans. Having 
never bee,i taught their own shasters and othe1· books of the Hindu 
religion, they are of course quite free from the prt>judices of their country­
men. Proud of tlieir superior attainments, aud animated by the spirit of 
a more enlightened system, they are full of that self-respect and regard 
for charactl•r, the want of which forms such a lamentaole defect in the 
mass of their countrymen. They are also distinguished by a romantic 
love of truth, the search for II hich set>ms to constitute the object of tht-ir 
Ii Yes. Th<'ir intellectual co1ulition, however, is still one of imitation; 
their opinions and plans are all forrned on the English model, and the 
eagerness with which they court European society, is one of their prin­
cipal cha1·acteristics." 

The t•xpel'imeut, however, has heen carried furthe1· still. Not only at 
Calcutta, but in the remoter provinces, " many natives of the first dis­
tinction have pu1·sued the study of English under very discouraging cir­
cumstanc~s, and it is now beginning to he every where regarded as a ne­
cessary part of polite education." "Throughout the i\ladras country, 
En~lbh is very generally understood, and it is rapidly becoming the me­
dium of communication between people speaking the vurious provincial 
diale,·ts in use under that Presidency." "The house of Timuur itself has 
uut been exempt from the infection, and the favourite son of the titular em­
peroa· (the Great i\Jogul) has, with his wife, for a long time, been engag·ed 
in the study of English literature. Bh111tpuor also, which was so long a 
rallying point for the enemies of the British government, has caught the 
same spirit in a remarkahle degree. A few years since, it ll'as intimated 
to the ministers of the Bhurtpoor state, that the British go,·ernment ex­
pected them to give a proper education to the minor Rajah, hy which was 
meant that he should be instructe,I in Persian literature. The ministers 
replied, that none of thei1· Rajahs had ever studied the languael"e of .Mo. 
hamme,lans, hut they had no objection to their young Prince learnin.,. 
English. The proposition was of cou .. ,e assented to, and the Rajah ha~ 
been pul'suing the study with considerable success, in conjunction with a 
large class composed of noble youths." 

Besi,les evincing the favourable disposition of the lnilians towards our 
literature, these examples pl'ove that they ar.i able to pursue the study 
with success. The English language is incom11arably easie1· for them than 
the Arabic and Sanscrit, and quite a, easy as the Pe1·sian. And the study 
will become easie1· every year, in proportion as the vernacular touµ;ues 
shall gradually assimilate towards the English, as they have hitherto 
assimilated towards the Persian language. 

After this encouraging development of focts, Mr. Tre,·elyan proceeds 
to show, that the only effectual mode of intl'Oducing English as a means 
vf civilizatiou, is by substituting it for Persian as the language of public 



186 Rest means of comruuu-icnting tlte Leaming [ APRIL, 

!msiness. Having e\·inced the practicability of this important measure, by 
parallel cases hoth in the East and \Vest, he indicates its advanta.,es. 
We cannot follow him through these details, though they appear to ut to 
be entirely satisfactory. According to him, the grand desideratum, with 
respect to public business, is to have the proceedings conducted in a lan. 
Jruage which is familiar both to the mlers and the peo11le. This was at. 
tained when Latin on the continent, and Norman French in England, were 
discarded from the courts, aud the national languages substituted for them, 
But when this double object cannot be effected, the next desideratum is to 
have the proceedings conducted in the language of the rulers, lwcause 
this arrangement will result in a change of the popular dialect by assimi. 
lation; whereas, if the lang-ua~·e of public business is known to the people 
and unknown to their rul<'1·s, the latter are incompetent to administer 
ju~tice, and for the most part must remain so, without ho~e of change. 
\Vere the proposed substitution once effected, the European magistrates 
in India would be ahle to discharge their functions, without spending 
months 01· years in learning an intermediate language, neither their own 
nor that of the people, or else remaining at the mercy of the native jurists. 
The reliance of the people on the justice of their rulers would be much 
enhanced ; the sense of responsibility on the part of the rulers themselves 
would be greatly strengthened ; the correspondence of the government 
with native princes would be freed from Oriental fustian and hypocrisy*; 
and the great principles of English liberty and English law would become 
familiar to the native mind, and by degrees incorporated with the native 
languaj!;e. A II these are important political effects, which the introduc. 
tion of English may be expected to secure, apart from its scientific and re. 
ligious iutluence. '· Another advantage of this system would be, that the 
association of all castes, Christian, l\lohammedan, and Hindu, in the same: 
schools and colleges, would tend rapidly to diminish the pemicious inffu. 
ence of those distinctions, and to amalgamate all classes into one great 
whole. The union of all, moreover, in the study of English literature, 
would rapidly create a common vernacular tongue, not pure English per­
haps, but sufficiently allied to it to admit of the introduction of our scien. 
tific works. Finally, female education is a necessary consequence of the 
superior education of the men, but cannot be made to precede it, nor even 
to be contemporary with it, in the present state of Indian society. 
When educated youths become fathers of families, they will be sure to 
impart a portion of thei1· own advantages to their female offspring; and it 
may be hoped, that in the course of two or three generations, the native 
ladies of India will recover thei1· station in society, with that power of 
humanizing and polishing all arnund them of which they have been depriv. 
ed by barbarism alone. For a system of education such as these remarks 
contemplate, there are ample resources in Hindustan itself. Leaving the 
public revenues out of the question, there can be no doubt that endow. 
ments would be made by individuals on a large scale, as they have one 
on a small one, were the necessary impulse once imparted to the enter. 
prize. 

What a noble fielcl is he1·e thrown open to benevolent activity ! P1·0. 
vidence seems indeed to be putting signal honor on our language. No 
Christian can fail to recognise the finger of God in the exclusion of 

• "No European officer writers his own Per9ian letters; but he dictates the heads 
of what he wishes to he written, to a Munshi, who prepares the lettel', and when it 
happens to be of a friendly aud complimentary nature, it is generally left entirely to 
the Munshi. The Munshls, therefol'e, are able to use a discretionary power in 
the Persian correspondence, just in proportion to the European officer's want of vi­
gilance, or ignorance of the Persian language ; and whe11 they happen to possess his 
~onfidence, the ~aee is worse than ever," p. 30. 
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French from its priority as the Koiv¾, ll,a.11.•KTos of the cidlized_ wm·h~, _and 
the gradual substitution of a lan~uage rirh heyorul all others, rn relrg1~us 
tr-uth. The extension of the En::·lish tongul! has Ion!( been watched with 
interest by reflecting men, and fow can ha,·e O\'erlookt>d its inti'!1~te con­
nexion with the sprea1l of Chri~tianity. Americans may well reJorce th~t 
their mother-longut> i8 En;.:lish ; for it makes them partners in the glorr­
ous work to which God is calling the wide-spread branches of the British 
stock. 

The progress of the English language, which had long attracted 
attention in a religious point of view. seeme,l to he set in a new aml 
brilliant light by 1\/r. Trt!vC"lyan's trt'!1tise. But we ha"e since learned 
that the publications of ou1· own Sunday.School Union are imported 
into India, and used as school books, not only at (.;alcuUa and at 
Missionary stations, but far in the interior, and now it seems as if a 
new leaf had het>n opened in the mysterious book of Providence. \\'ho 
now can want incitement to exert himself for Sunday-Schools? ,vho now 
can qut>stioo the propriety of expending money in the issuing of books, 
,~hen the cost of a few dollars may produce an effort among the hundred 
and twe11ty millions of the Indian peninsula? To the Sunday-School 
U11ion such a developement as this is worth more than millions. It should 
gh·e the directors of that noLle enterprise, an immoveable assurance of the 
,·alue of their labours; and in spite of all discouragements and hinderances 
at home, keep them steadily in action for a world beyond the seas. If 
America will not thank them, Asia will. 

Two topics of reflection are suggested by this subject, upon each of which 
we might dwell at length, if circumstances suffered. One is the import­
ance of the art of book-making. The growing influence of books upon the 
people, and espE>cially the children, of our own community, has been long 
apparent. This unexpected opening in the east for English books, great­
ly aug-ments the interest of the subject, which we may, at another time, 
consi<ler by itself. The other thou~ht suggested is, the new encourage­
ment to missionary labour in the peninsula of India. Not only are 
restrictions disappearing, but the government itself seems to invite 
assistance in the work of civilization. The natural tendency of Christian 
missions must sooner or later show itself. Here is a field for the toil 
of thousands. Let no man stay at home for want of work. The 
teeming population of that one veninsula could swallow up with ease 
all the clergy of America, and still want more. ,vho will consent, or 
rather ,.-ho will refuse to go? ,v e rejoice to know that America is 
actually doing much for India, and is meditating more. Our own church" 
is sending forth her ageots to explore new fields and found new stations. 
This desirable excitement will, we trust, be promoted hy the visit of an 
excellent an<l dernted English Baptistt, who is stationed at the Yery 
shrine of Juggernaut, aud whose impressive statements have produced a 
strong E>ff"ect upon the many large assemblies in our cities who have heard 
his voice. We trust that this and other means may be effectual in 
awakcniug a new zeal in fa,·our of our Asiatic Missions. 

• The Presbyterian Church in America, 
t Rev. Amos Sutton. 
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Y.-Allendance on Fashionable Amu~·ements allowable in 
Christians. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Oliserver. 
May PHtLALETHEs be allowed again a place in the C11n1.11-

r1 -\N Ons~:nn:u to reply to a letter in the last number i,igne<l 
"PH1Lo-PHILALETH1ss" on the question of'the proprit>tyof' at­
tending fashionable amusements ? Before, howevcl', I address 
myself to my respected correspondent, I mnst make a few re­
mark,; on a note appended to the first letter of PHIL AL 1,:THES hy 
the Editor. The two reasons there brought against the arguments 
of PJII L,\ u:THES are, 1st, that almost every Christian writer, an­
cie11t and modern, concur in d1mouncinJ.! su

0

ch amusements; and, 
!2ndly, that the 3criptures declare, " If any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature; old things are passed away, beliold all things 
are become ne\l." To the tit·st o~jection I can only reply, that 
as our Chmch professes to Le governed by the word of God, 
and not hy the tradition of the eldns; to be taught by the 
Spirit of God, and not by the wisdom of man, this is no an­
swer at all, even if the fact could be proved. But were these 
the opinions of the great Fathers of the English Church, the 
martyrs of the Reformation? Is not the subtle distinction be­
tween dinner parties, and evening pal'ties, of 'later date? Did 
Latimer and Hiclley indeed think there was a sin in dancing or 
singing in the drawing room, and no sin in eating with the 
same party in the dining room? If so, they were too wise to 
record their opinion. 

Hut let us turn to" the well of Scripture undefiled." A most 
divine, most cheering truth it is, that to the child of God "all 
tl1ings are new." But how and in what mannel' a1·e all thing1:1 
become new ? If a man has loved reading, riding, walking, danc­
ing, drawing, will he cease to love them when he learns to love 
God ? Is it the fact? Surely not ; but he will pursue them in a 
new spirit. What before was his occupation, becomes his recrea­
tion,and is easily laid aside altogether at the call of duty, either 
to God or man. His heart is no longer in them; tltat ii. given to 
God. Every thing has taken its due station in his mind and con­
duct; to him" all things are hecome new." So a girl who once in 
a ball room, as every where else, gave way to u11holy and 
unamiable feelings, now attends every amuseme11t with a new 
heart and in a new spirit, knowing that in the state of the heart 
alone, consi~ts the sin of whatever act is not forbidden by the 
word of God. \Vith her, if she be indeed a Christian, pride, 
envy, selfishness, uncharitableness, are exchanged for love, peace, 
gentleness, humility. With her " old things are passed away, 
and all things become new." 

But now let me tum to the reply of PmLo-PmLALETHES, and 
eu<leavor to answer in turn each parngraph of his very excel-
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font communication. He begins by very p1·opel'ly deprecating 
the itlea, that the opposite of erro1· is truth. Hc1·e we agree ; nor 
do I see in what way the remark applies to the letter of PH1-

LAr.1<:THES, 

He goes on to observe, that the error of the Phari~ees con­
sisted " not in paying tithe of mint, anisP, and cummin ; fur that 
being commanded, they ought to have done: but in tru,stin_q in 
surh minut~ obse1·vances, and leaving undone the weightier 
matters of the law." Here al;;o we agree, fo1· in the words 
" being commanded" lies the whole question at issue. The 
payment of tithe was a commandment, and has never been re­
pealetl to my knowle1lge in any age of the Church; and impor­
tant or not, I think myself bound to obey it : but abstaining 
from public amusements is not a law of God, and I do not think 
myself bound to obey the law of man. 

The remarks which follow regarding the want of congeniality 
between the children of God, and scenes of gaiety, have some 
truth in them : but what is true, concerns equally every occasion 
which brings together the friends and the enemies of Christ. 
At the Steam Meeting, for instance, last month, "The sweetest 
accents of spiritual wisdom would have been thought intrusive." 
This paragraph, as well as many others, proves to me, that the 
writer of this paper has either never been at a ball at all, or has 
totally ceased attending since he arl'ived at years of discretion. 
That a heart really given to God should find in a ball room "a 
snare and an occasion of falling," seems to me almost incredible. 
I can easily believe, that " a man who would tremble for his 
own safety in such a scene," who finds food for "excitement 
and mental intoxication'' in watching a quadrille, ·• should fear 
for the state of those" who are standing on each side of him ; 
but how it i;; that rational men and women, setting religion 
quite out of the question,-whose affection,.:, whose occupa­
tions, the daily habits of whose live,;, we may suppose, 
exercise some influence over their characters,-can find that a 
ball " te111ls to moral intoxicatiou, and generates forgetfulness 
of the one great busine;.s aud end of life," I cannot compre­
hend : but wherever such consequences result, most strongly 
do I feel such attendance to be sinful. 

Again, PmLo-PmL,\LETHEs being driven to confess that he 
can bring forward no text in support of his opinion, accouut,; for 
it. by ohserving, " the Christian religion is not a relig·ion of dry 
precepts or prohibitions; it imposes no burthen of petty obser­
vances." Most true; then why should we? Is the Christian. 
religion so imperfect a structure, that we must, come in to gi\·e 
the finish to it-the polish, which God has omitted ? Is it so 
very easy a thing to keep "the whole law," that we may in­
dulge ourselves in making extra ones ? Is it any justification 
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for thiis new C'ommandment to plead, tl1at thougl1 to be rmre it 
is not in the Bible, it is so very good a one that it onght to be ; 
or that the reason for ou1· iutrod0<·ing such petty prohihitions 
is because the wl1ole gospt>l "'~'"tPm is opposed to them ? I can­
not say this mo<le of arguing lessens my reve1·p11ce for "the 
letter" of Scripture. 

Again, PmLo-PHILAl.ETHES would rob the example of our 
blessed master of half its rffica<'y, by hi,-; emlearnrR to account 
for and justify his attendance at the marriage of Cana. There 
is not the lea:,,t proof thnt Christ went thne to do good, be­
yond the good that is always done by shewiug kindness and 
promoting enjoyment. He says nothi11g but with reference to 
the wine which was wantPd in the comse of the fea~t, to which 
he appears to have gone a,; 011P of a family party. Jndeed it is 
qnite melancholy to see how Christian1- now think it necessary 
to jni-tit\ :rnll explain away the character and condllct of their 
Divine l\faster. This reminds me of the explanation given in 
a preceding numher of this periodical of the miracle of turning 
the water into wine, which to a plniu man would appear either 
a very improper je,;t, or an attPmpt to limit almighty power in 
a way that borders on profanity*. For my own part J am sure 
we have no w:irrant either in Scripture, or in the conduct of 
Christ, to ju,;tify our p;oing about among our fellow-sinners with 
tl1e fePling!il the writer of tl1i" paper inculcate,i. As to the 
" nightly orgies of MoorfiPl<l1-," alluded to in this paragraph, I 
never attended them, and as I only think myself qualified to 
speak of those t,;ceues at which I have been present, I shall leave 
these entertaiuments to another champion. 

PmLO-PHILALETHEs next charges me with making "no dis­
tinction between the excitements of necessary business and 
amusrments." He quite mi:,;takes my argument. It is not that I 
think or said, " because there are so many necessary excite­
ments, we need not miud the addition of unnecessary ones;" 
but my assertion was, and is, that the unavoidable cares and 
excitements of life destroy the exciting power of amusements; 
and I conceive that a man of husiness woulil no more anticipate 
" unusual dangn from a ball," than from a drive on the Course, 
and therefore would not espedally pray for restraining grace, 
\\'here he could see no especial need. I must further remark, 
that this is the first time I enr heard that "the l\lny meetings, 
dinner parties, new books, rxcursions of pleasure, &c. &c. were 
the neces1-ary business of life." \Vlmt its amusements tl1Pn 
are, I am sure I do not know ; but as I see the writer of thi8 

*Seethe 45th No. of the C. C. 0., p. 76, where it is gravely asserted, that 
ns our Saviour could not make water wine without time being allowed for 
the usual process of fermentation, it must have heen only sharhat. Thus 
we limit his power to suit one new doctrine, and his love to .. uit another. 
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paper has been requested to furnish a list of allowable recrea­
tious, I trust he will do so ; for if such are his uotions of the 
neces,mry busiuess of life, his list of its relaxations will be 
l1ighly exciting and diverting . 

.Ptt1Lo-l'HJLALETHES t.hen very unfairly observes, that I con• 
ceive the Scripture iujunctions respecting separation from the 
world,'' laave a reference ouly tu gross and undeniable :,;ius." I 
am quite sure no one else has so understood my first letter. Most 
bumbli11g-, most heart-searching, most awakeuiug to the truest, 
pure~t Christian are the words,'· Come out of her, my people." 
•• Love uot the w01·ld, nor the things which are in the world." 
Such expressions concern every hour of our lives, every feeling 
ot' our hearts. But is the meaning of "1uch exhortations me1·ely 
that we should abstain from such tl"ifliug amusements-should 
make this paltry sacrifice? How low, how degrading a view 
this at once gives of the law of God, and the character of a 
Christian ! , Vas it indeed the opinion of St. Paul and the be­
lovell disciple, that when a man of sense became a religious 
man, his conversion so lowered his tastes, and weakened his 
understan<ling, that he could not resist the excitement of a ball? 
that a woman, who, among the thousand occupations that filled 
her time, sometimes passed an hour in the ball room, should now 
not d,tre to enter it, because religion with all its high hopes, and 
cares, and aims, has laid her more open to the influence of 
"moral intoxication?" The worldliness which has nothing to do 
,,,.ith the atfections, which has no hold on the heart, which 
shews 110 preference of the concerns of this life to the next ; 
which is pursued carelessly, and given up easily; is not the 
worldlines!'; of'the Bible. PntLo-PHILALETHEs asks, what better 
test I would propose? My "diagnostics" would indeed widely 
differ from his. Many a parent who would shudder with hor­
ror at the idea of his son or daughter atteuding balls, is influ­
enced in choosing a profession, a friend, a school for that son, 
by far different considerations than how best to promote in his 
heart the care of the one thing needful. ,vhat is that which 
we hear in so many religious families possessing church prefer­
IDP.nt, about bringiug up a son to the church, but worldliness? 
\Vhat are the motives which lead a parent generally, to ap­
prove of a marriage for his daughter but worldly ones? Pro­
vided the morality of the party is unquestionable, is his religion 
cared for? PHILO-PHILALETHES will perhaps say, it is all 
wrong together ; but does not the evil spring in a great mea­
sure from mistaking the real character of worldliness, and from 
degrading and twi,,ting the words of Scripture to bring the ideas 
down to the level of our capacities? 

I am not sure that I quite understand the remarks towards 
the conclusion about " the letter killing;" but whatever may 
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be their object, I cannot say I find it so very easy a task to 
ohey the commands of God that I have any inclination to 
enlarge and refine on them. It is not the work of a day, but 
of a life, to obey liternlly "the dry precept8'; contained in the 
] Qth chapter of the Romans alone. Till I find in the works 
of man such clear distinctions between right and wrong; such 
noble, such soul-transforming views ofthc great object and end 
of life; such humbling views of ourselves, such exalted views 
of our Sa\'iour, I shall be content with "the letter" of Scrip­
hue, which I was never aware till now, is considered so entirely 
to differ from "the spirit." 

Lastly, with 1·espect to the enjoyment to be derived by 
Clll'istians from such scenes, I must say a fow words. Of course 
different (fopositions will feel differently; but there are some 
general rules which will, I apprehend, apply to all. One great 
quality of every strong affection is, no doubt, its absorbing, 
eng-rosBing power. For a man to have changed entirely the 
object of hii. chief thoughts, affections, desires, aims, the whole 
purpose for which he lives, and yet Bhew no corresponding 
change in his ta,;tes and habits, is I think impossible. This is. 
indeed a question which requires 110 "dry rwecept," for it is 
part of the constitution of onr nature that so it mu~t be. But 
it does not necessarily follow, that what a man ceases to care 
for is sinful, or that what is no longer a delight to him must do 
him harm. Pediaps dinner parties and balls become insipid to 
him, and he attends them less frequently. Js he bound, or 
rather would it be wise or right in him, to renounce them 
entirely? A man does not play at " hide and seek" with the 
eujoyment he di<l when a child; but is this because it is sinful? 
A lively man enters with more pleasure into the sports of 
children, than another man does who is" made of sterner stuff;" 
yet the lively one may take an equally great interest in higher 
and grave1· pursuits as the other. As far as my experience 
goes, (and indeed it \\°aS this observation which first gave me 
the strong feeling, I have ou the su~ject,) I have almost invari­
ably seeu persons, as they advance in the Christian life, attach 
less and less importance, whatever their former opinions may 
liave been, to the abstinence from worldly amusements. They 
fear 110 evil from them, and they find none. It is true also, 
that such attendance has been too often termed sinful, for the 
majority of Christians to be able to go with a clear conscience. 
"By the law" we well know "is the knowledge of sin;'' and 
this is not the first instance where the sense of innocence has 
been lost hy rash attempts to improve on the commands which 
God in his wisdom has given us. The tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, has been plucked by foolish hands in all 
ages. 
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Pm1,o-Pu1LAL"ETH1ss seems half inclined to suspect me of 
some personal interest in the matter. I can ai,;~ure him he is 
wro1w. I am no freqnenter of such scene,;; not bl'cause I think 
them"wicked, but because I find them dull; but l fully intend 
to Le a regular suuscriuer to PH1Lo-PHI.LALETHE8' place,i of 
public amusement. 

I mnst now take my leave of this subject, on which I shall 
not again enter, unless something at present unforeseen calls me 
forth. I <lo not think the habit of controversy a good one to 
form. It is apt, by giving too much prominence to one truth, 
to affect the perfect and beautiful symmetry of the Christian 
system. I thank my good friend very cordially for his kind 

• wishes, and as it is my earnest desire to be " guided into all 
truth," I am sure I am open to conviction, provided my errors 
are attacked with "the swvrd of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God." There is too much enthusiasm on the right hand, 
and too much coldness on the left, fo1· me to feel tempted to 
turn aside to either for additions or subtractions from the 
Book of Life. " Lord, to whom else can we go ? Thou, thou 
alone, hast the words of eternal life." 

PHILALETIIES. 

[In a former note, to which PHILALETHES alludes, we certainly did not mean 
that all Chl'istian writers had put on record their opinions on the p.-opriety of 
fashionable amusements; and we shoulJ least of all think of appealin~ to the 
• Martyrs,' on the subject, although it so happens, I.hat Latimer has expressed 11 
pretty strong opinion on the ' vartinE?ales' anti other fashionalile fri.,olities of his 
doy. Our meaning was, that almost every Christian writer, who mentions these 
amusements, condemns them. Now, we submit that it is uureasonable to put down 
the almost ununiinous decision of so many judicious and experiencet.l Christians, on 
a qu.-tion which PHILAl,ETHES allows to be doubtful, anJ which they profess to 
determine on Scriptural principles, by his simple affirmation, that their opinions are 
nothin,; better than " the traditions of the el<lers." Neither does it appear to u• 
that there is nny want of direct Scri11tura~ warrant on this subject • but we leave this 
part of the argument with contidence in the hands of PHILO-PHILALETHES,-ED. l 

VI.-Obituary Notice of Mrs. Hall, wife of Reu . .J.. C. Hall, 
.American Missionary, Jladum. 

[In a letter from Mr. Hall to a near relative.) 

Mrs. H. was taken ill on Saturday 25th Deceml,er; but nothing very 
serious took place till the 29th, when she was attacked by fever. The physi­
cian was called, who bled her and applied the hot bath. Friday morning, 
al,out 10 A. M., she was thought to be dying, when she very calmly said, 
"To-morrow I perhaps shall be in Paradise." I asked," My dear, do you 
feel that it will be gain to you?" "Yes, gain ; yes, it will be gain. Lord 
Jesus, come and relieve this tabernacle; relieve from sin; come Lord Jesus, 
come quickly." " My dear," said I, "are you not willing to stay if it be the 
Lord's will?"" Stay? yes, stay and suffer for him; the Lord's will be done." 
Aftt>r a short interval, she very calmly said, "Doctor, is this dying? There 
is none like Jesus, none like Jesus in such an hour." After a fe,v moments 
she remarked, "Tell my friend,;, I do not regret coming to India, The souls 
of the heathen are preciouR, the souls of the heathen are precious." She 
was silent lot· a few moments, when seeiog my eyes suffused with tears she 
said, " My dear, don't weep for me." I was absent for a few moments from 
her couch, preparing something for her, when she remarked to those hr-her 
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11ide, "Yesterday I thought I was recovering, buL to-day I think I am 
suor1 tu he with Jesus in ParaJise, to prnise him for eve1· without sin and. 
without incumbrance. Keep near the Saviour; serve him bt>tte1· than I have 
done; he reaJy to meet the Loa·,! when he comes quickly." She expressed 
a ~trn11g dt>sire to say much to us, but was not ;1ble. I wa~ nuw drnwn to 
her by her ,·uice singing, 

•• Jesus cau make a dyiog bed 
Feel soft Rs downy pillows arc, 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out gently there." 

At the close of which she said, "0 ! how true these wo1·ds are," For a 
few moment; she sang the verse, 

"Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
He whom I fix my hopes upon; 
His track I see, and J'll pursue 
The ua1row path, till Him I ,iew." 

Her usual sweetne~s of voice, to~ether with a t1·emulous sound, and the 
occasion gal'e a pPcnliar force aml beauty to the scene-a scene indeed it 
was \l'hich no pen can describE', and 110 one understand but those whu ha,•e 
witn~s,ed similar ones. I need not say that no one could join thei1· voice 
with her's, Every eye an<l heart too was full, while a stillness anJ sacred 
awe seemed to l'en-atle the room. Soon after singing, with a pleasant look 
sl1e said to me, "The Lord support you, my dear; the Lord support you." 

Saturday 2ml, she requested me to hare all whispering cease in the room, 
as it confused her ( her head heing much affected at times). After a few mo­
ments' silence and apparent meditation, she said, " I was t1·ying tu fix my 
mind on the glories prepareJ fur them that love Christ." I said, " Do you 
feet that yuu lore him?" "Yes; I do love him. Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee." As my talking confused her, I 1·e­
frained from s11eaking, and listened to her sentences from time to time,as she 
had strength to utter them. The following was saiJ in the space of about 
an hour, during whirh time she was engaged in thought. The sentences ( 
shall separate by a dash.-" To them tl,at believe he is p1·ecious.'' -" I 
neve1· thought you woul,1 he called fi1·st to part with me."-" Perhapa 
this iN the lw<t night I .•hull live in thi11 world," ( thinking doubtles~ it was 
night instt>ad of 11w1·nilll(",) " To-morrow," sa.i1l I, " is the Sahbatb." " Yes, 
I know it."-" D,•lightful thought, that I slwll enter Paradise the same day 
that Christ entered Paradise."-" The Lord knows what is best."-" Bless­
ed Saviour, support thy unworthy servant now ; support thy unworthy ser­
vant."-" Louk upon this mission, that an unction from on high may rest 
upon it, that thy name may he glorifie,l. Pour out thy Spirit, Lor,!, upon 
this dyi11g wo1·lJ; and to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy S11irit be 
glory for ever and e,•er, Amen."-" 1 feel that this will be the last night; 
perhaps I have wrung feelings."-" Lord, have mercy on sinners."-" My 
Gu,1, my God, ha,·e mercy un those dying without law and witbout Christ." 

She survivetl about five hours after this, quite restless at times, togethP-r 
with partial derangement: yet at inter,·als appeared t>ng;iged in meditation . 
.After remaining quiet for some moment,;, not thinking her so near her 
end, I administered some medicine, which she was scarc.,ly ahle to swal­
low: she rose in bed and leaned 011 my breast, in which positio11, after a sigh 
or two, she sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, without a strug:;-le or a groan. 

Her expressio11s, which I have giv .. n, were spoken with much emphasis 
and with much composure, and generally with a smile. She had looked for. 
ward to the time uf her confinement with much interest, anJ often said, 
it appeared to her she should not sul'\'i l'e that time. Yet she referred to it 
with composure, and expressed a wish that the will of the Lord might he 
done, and often prayed that the Lord " would prepare her and me for 
what he was prepadng for us," 
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Th~ Lorri h11R indeed come near us. He haR touched mP. in II tender 
pince: we loved each otlH'r dearly, 111irhaps too much i.o. Au rzchi!'!I m1ill 
is left in my ho~om, which nothinµ- hut the l,lessed Comforter can till. But 
I would not rnll hPr ha(·k. I would not he the mt>an~ of tHking from ht'r her 
harp, and introducing her again to this world of siu. I trnst you will not 
mourn as <111e that h,,s no hope. l'l'rmit me to turn your miud to that 
which consoles me, yt'a, and lt'ads me to rt•joice in this rlispensation of 
Providence. She 1louhtless has entered into that inheritauce to which 
she wa~ nn heir while here below. Rom. viii. 16, 17, J,,hn xiv. 2, 3. And 
that inheritance is eternal, incorruptible, and uniletilcd, and fadeth uot 
nway. She lrns recei1·e1l "a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 1 Pet. 
i. -i, and ,·. 4-. She is free from sin and sinners. " For as we have horne 
the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the hea1·e11ly. 
Belo1·e1l, now are we the sons of Gori, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be; hut we know that when he ~hall appear we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see him as he is." I Cor. xv. 4-9, and l John iii. 2, 

To be like Christ is all that mortal man can wish. With interest may 
we sing, 

" 0 t?loriouE hour, 0 blest abode I 
I shall be near end like my God." 

H11ppy those who have awaked with Christ's likenesq, for then and only 
then will the Christian be satisfied. Ps. xvii. 15. The company of such 
shall he agreeable. " For there shall in no wise enter therein any thing that 
defileth m· maketh a lie, but they which are written in the Lamb's book 
of life." Their employment is the most exalted. They unite in ascribing 
"Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgivinl!', and honour, and 
power, :rnd might unto our God for ever and ever. \.Vorthy is the Lamb 
that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and blessing, and glory." Rev. vii. 12, 15. Afte1· all we can say of 
tht' lot of the righteous, we must leave the subject as others have done by 
saying, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither ha\'e entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God bath prepa1·ed for them that love him." 

YII.-Kotires re9a1·ding Hindu Festivals occurring in dif­
ferer..t Monl.hs.-No. 4, .April. 

APRIi- B, 9, 10, 11.-Sanyds, communly called Char11k Pujd,. 

Tl1is is an abominable festival in honor of Shib, when many 
Hindus, assuming the uame of San.116.sis, inflict on themselves 
the grratest rrneltiel<, under the idea that such proceedings are 
highly agreeable to that dreaded god. It is held on the ~8th, 
ll!9th, SOth, and 81st days of Chaitra, corresponding with the 
8th. 9th, 10th, and 11 th April ; but those persons who wish 
to be wry meritorious on this occasion, p1·epare themselves 
during the whole month of Chaitra, by performing variouit 
crrt>monies, aucl abstaining from different kinds of food, from 
epices, common salt, oil, ancl other gratifications, and by sleep­
ing on coarse blankets, or on rushes. 

Rrahmans, Khettriya,:, and Vaishyas take no share in this 
festival except as spect:itors. The celebration of it is confined 
to the Sudri1:1, ancl even among them, only the very lowest 
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classes take an acti\'e part in it. However, the Kayastas, (writer 
caste,) and other re;;,pectal,le Sudr.is, often l1ire i11cli,·i,lnals 
from the dregs of the population, to atl on their behalf, and 
to iuflict the usual crut•lties on themseh-es; Lnt re<serving of 
conrse for their own benefit the me1·it accruing from these 
praetices. The Sudris who perform those penances on their 
ou:11 accnunf, do it generally to fulfil a vow, which when sick, 
or suffering under any other calamity, either tl1ey themselves, 
or their relations on their hehalf, had made. During the month 
of Chaitra, all these Sanya~is, although SnJra;:, wear the paita 
or sacred cord, in the manner the Bralunans do. 

On the.first day of the festival, the Sanyasis keep a partial 
fast, which consists in their eatin_g- only such food as has been 
cooked in one pot at the same time. 

On the -~econd day, which is called the frnit day, (Phaler 
di11,) the S:mya,;is assemble in great numbers, and wander· 
from village to village, begging frnm the inhauitaut,i whatever 
fruit;; may Le in season; and when they ban: gathered a great 
qua11tity, they deposit them in the temple of Shih. l11 the 
afternoon, they go about in the same manner, begging fire-wood, 
and collect it in an immense heap opposite to Sl1ib',, temple. 
They then assemble on that ,;;pot, and regale themselve,i with 
the fruit~ that were prei;;ented tu them iu the 111ornin!! ; but 
perfect silence is required to reign at this meal, aud if any 
human voice is heard, all eating mu,.;t directly cease. In order 
therefore to a'\'oid such a disastrous con,;eque11ce, they take 
care to continue striking a goug, whose sound is ;sure to drown 
any voice that percha11ce might be uttered among them, or in 
the neighbourhood. Bundles of thorns are sub,-equently placed 
l,efore the temple, and the Sm1yasis cast themselves ou them; 
and to bring the matter to a close, fire is put to the pile, which 
1,0011 Llazes briskly, after which the Sanyasis scatter the embers 
ahout, dance over them, and throw them in the air, or at each 
other. 

The tliird day, early, the work of piercing the tongues and 
sides commence;.;. At Calcutta, this i.i done at the celebrated 
temple of Kali-ghat, to whici1 immense crowd,; re:,1ort, having 
with them drums aud other instrument;; of music, and al,.;o spits, 
canes, ramrods, and different other artiele.~, to pass through 
their tongues or sides. Some, with tinkling rings on thE-ir 
ankles, are dancing in a most frantic way, and exhiuiling the 
most indecent gestures; whilst others are rending- the air with 
their shouts and filthy songs. Arrived at Kali-ghat, they pro­
ceed to the great temple. where several black"miths are in 
attendance, ready, for a trifling fee, to pierce their tongues, cut 
their sides, or perform any operation the Sanya.sis may desire. 
They then thrust, through their pie1·ced tongue!,!: spear.s, swords, 
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bambus, hukah-tnhes, &c., and through their si<les, ropes, the 
end::1 of which two persous holcl before aud hehi11J ; whilst the 
wretches dance backward::1 and forwards, 111aki11g indecent 
ge:stures: the ropes rul,bing their rnw flesh all this time. Others, 
again, stick in their sides the poi11te1l lian<llt>,; of iron shovels 
co11tai11ing fire. Into this fire they every now a111l then throw In­
dian pitch, which for the moment blaze;; very high. Some mon­
strous shows ( gajan) of paper vessels, eh·pha11t,;;, and otl_1er 
fanciful a11<l ridiculous pagea11ts, are the11 exhiLited a11d earned 
about, and, at noon, the crowlls retire to tlH'ir houses. The 
whole sc1!11e has a fiemli:,'11 appearance, and the drPct prodnced 
by the,,;e aLominaLle and degrndiug snpen;titious is paiufnl au<l 
sicke11i11g iu the extreme. On the evening of this <lay, the 
Sanyasis pierce the skin of their foreheads, and place a rod of 
irou in it as a socket; and on this rod fasten a lamp, which is kept 
burning nearly all the night, whilst the devotees are sitting oppo • 
site to or in Shib 's temple, singing his praises, or calling upon him. 

Ou the fourth day, in the afternoon, the Charak or swinging 
takes place. Iron hooks are fastened in the backs of the San­
y:isis ; aftt>r which they are suspended on a cro;;s-Leam placed 
on the top of a high post, and which tnms on a pirnt, and is 
whirled round by means of ropes, with great rapidity. These 
swinging posts are generally erected in the most conspicuous 
places of the towns and villages, and often from 5 to I O men 
swing, the one after the other, on one post. It is not very 
uncommon for the flesh of their back to tear, and then these poor 
deluded victims of super:--tition fall on the crowd below, and 
either are killed themselves, 01· kill those upon whom they fall. 
An awful instance ofthi,- happe1wd at Chinsurah some years ago. 

On this day, some 8anyasis cast them,;elves also from a 
Lamliu stage on iron 8pike;; or knives stuck in bags of straw. 
The,;e iustrument,;, howe\'er, are generally laid in a reclining 
postnrc; so that when the person falls, they almo.;t com~tantly 
are prt>,.,sed down by his weight, and foll horizontaily, instead 
of entering his body. 

The deluded votaries of Shi!, inflict many other kinds of 
cruelties on tl1emselves at this period: one only, as it is rathet· 
singular, will be mentioned. Some Sanyasis bedaul, their lips 
\t'ith mud, and on this they scatter some mustard, 01· any other 
kind of small seed. They then lie down on their Lacks near 
Shib's temple, and do not move, nor eat, nor drink, until the 
seed ha-; commenced germinating, which seldom happens l,efore 
the third or fourth day. 

On the following day, viz. the 1st of Baisak, or 1 !Wt April, 
(the Hindu New-year's day,) some cookeJ rice, with Lroiled 
fish, is taken by a Brahman, accompanied by the Sanyasis, to 
the place where the dead Loclies are Lurnt, and there off<!1·ed 
to departed spirits; after which, the Sany.isis 8have, bathe, and 
relinquish their pait i, and the festival is at an en<l. 

V. Q E 



"198 On TP-aching, as a means of Conuersion. LA l'lllL, 

APRIL 12.-Gosta J,1ttra. 
On tl1is day, great crowds of Baishnabs, and other Hindus 

assemble in some extensive field, erect a mound, and having 
placed Oil it the images of Krishna and Radlia, worship them. 
Dramatic rrpresentations are exhibited, and much singing and 
feasting take place. 

It may as well be remarked here, that the Hindus hold very 
early bathing <luring the whole month of Baisak as exceed­
ingly meritorious. The Shastras say, that those who do this 
acquire thereby as much religious merit as if they had present• 
ed the Brahmans with a million of cows. 

APRIL 19.-Afchagi Tritid. 
This day is held sacred by the Hindus, because the Shastras 

declare that the merit of alms and gifts bestowed during it is 
permanent, and cannot be destroyed by any future sin; and 
therefore, even misers among them unloof!e their purse strings, 
and are liberal on that day. The women think that this day 
also is the most favorable of all for making Kasundi, which is 
a sort of pickle, prepared with unripe mangoes, tamarind, and 
mustard oil, and much liked by the natives. 

The only days observed during this month in public offices 
are the two last of the Charak Puja, viz. the I 0th and 11 th 
April. 

The day for piercing the tongues, with all the noisy processions 
and shocking exhibitions described above, will this year fall on 
a Sunday, the day set apart for rest, and for the quiet worship 
of Christians. How far one part of the population ought to be 
permitted to disturb the religious worship and <luties of another 
(as must needs be the case in this instance), the public is left to 
consider. 

L. 

VIII.-On Teaching, as a ~leans of Conuersion, by the Rev. 
W. Buyers. 

Bandraa, 13th Feb. 1836. 
GENTLEMEN, 

As my last letter, which wag inserted in the OesERVER, has called 
forth some remarks from my excellent friend Mr. Mackay, I shall feel 
obliged if you will allow me to offer a few words of explanation. I am 
sorry that I alluded at all to the valuable institution with which he is 
connected, since be considers my remarks as " part of a series of attacks 
on the manner in which the General Assembly's l\lission is conducted," 
a~ nothing of the kind ever entered my mind. \Vith the exception of 11 
few sentences in which I alluded to the school, and to Mr. Duff'"s well 
known sentiments on the question of which I was treating, all that I said 
I might have said bad no such Mission been in existence. Indeed 
Mr. M. seems to have been rendered peculiarly sensitive to such re-
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marks, before he could have so fa1· forgot his usual calm and candid 
manner us to luy hold of parts of sentences in my letter, and as~ign to 
them a meaning and importance as inconsistent ~with my Sl'ntiments as 
with his own. For instance, he gives as a quotation from my letter the 
following words, " Mr. Duff's school is a failure, and its succe~s in making 
converts is next to nothing." I never wrote these words. \Vhat I said 
was, that the attempt to conve1·t men to serious piety by common day 
schools has been a failure; and then I alluded to Mr. Duff's school merely 
to shew, that however successful in other respects, in this particu/,ar re. 
apect it stands on a level with its predecessors. This is a mere matter of 
fact, which no theoretical reasoning can overturn. The school has, in my 
opinion, been eminently successful in all that I regard as the legitimate 
objects of such an institution : but as yet nu such schools have been the 
direct instruments of turning more than an occasional individual to seri­
ous piety ; and therefore I must persist in considering them as only in­
dil'ect means of effecting this greatest of all objects, till I see the contra. 
ry demonstrated by a successful experiment. 

I never said that day schools of any kind have been a failure, but that 
the attempt to make them a substitute for preaching the Gospel has in 
India been a failure. Mr reference to the Assembly's school as forming, 
as yet, no exception, as far as conversion is concerned, would ne,•er have 
been made, had I nut observed in several quarters, a disposition to consi. 
der its eminent success as a literary institution, as trnding to prove that 
preaching the gospel directly is comparatively less likely to result in the 
evangelization of the country. 

Some in fact seem to think preaching may he dispensed with, till edu. 
cation has prepared the people to hear; as if the Hindus were absolutely 
incapable of understanding and feeling those truths, which have been 
received by thousands of Hottentots and South Sea Islanders, who went 
through no such system of literary preparation. That there are many 
auxiliary means by which men may he prepared either to hear or to 
preach the gospel, cannot be doubted; and I trust the school in question 
will do much to promote both these objects: but surely Mr. M. will not 
wish me to believe, against all the evidence to the contrary which the 
whole history of Christianity fo1· the last eighteen centuries furnishes, 
that the divine institution of preaching to all classes is not so effectual in 
promoting direct and genuine conversion, as a day school, which receives 
for a few hours each day a number of thoughtless boys, who are merely 
taught religion as an adjunct of their other studies, without any of the 
impressive circumstances of public worship, &c. and left d111-ing all their 
evenings, nights, and mornings to el'ery demoralizing inffuence to be found 
either at home or in the st1·eets of a heathen city. All discussion, however, 
about the Assembly's school I consider as premature. It ought in all 
justice to be tried for a few years longer, before it can be said either to 
have succeeded or failed. The comparison of one Mission with another 
should always be avoided. The friends of the Church of Scotland should 
not hurt their cause by inducing such comparisons, at least before they 
can state that hundreds ( and not merely one) have " been publicly bap­
tized from the knowledge and impressions received in the institution;" 
for though we have all to complain of the want of such a degree of success 
as we desire, there are very few Missiona1·ies who have been engaged in 
preaching for the same length of time who have not baptized more indivi­
duals than the Assembly's missionaries unitedly. Let every man follow 
what plan his judgment and conscience dictate, as that in which from his 
peculiar talents he may be most likely to succeed. If we are clear as it 
respects our duty, and the diligent discharge of it, we are not accountable 
for success, which is in the hand of God. 

2E2 
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I am soi-ry Mr. M. should have referred to the Banaras mission, as he 
dors not seem to be at all acquainted with its history. \Vishing to 
l'ompare the results of the school system with those of preaching, he has 
unintentionally fallen into two mistakes. The first as it respects the 
nature of the means employed. 

From a spntt>nce in a report written by me, and which must h,ll'e alluded 
to some pre1·io11s communication, he concludes that we ha1•c not yet had 
one conn•rt at Ba11aras. He might, however, had he read more of our 
hi,torv, hal'c fou111I several accountq of baµtisms and of the death-bed 
SCl'nei of some, whom we have good reason to hope are now in heaven. 

But the g-n•atest mistake is that of supposi11g our comp,m1til'ely small 
sucres,; to he a prinw_f,1cie argument a1,rai11st p1·eaching, wherras the fact is, 
it is exactly the co11trary. The first eig·ht or nine years of our mission, 
there was at the station only one :\lis,ionary, and ht> ga1·e all his attention 
to schools, and the preparation of hooks. I am nc,t aware that he ever 
preache,1 to the natini,. II" ha,1 110 conl'erts. The nf'xt who joined him 
prea!'he1l a little, hut did not <'njoy phy,ical streugth to lahor n,uch in 
this wrw. llis attention wa;; chidh l..\·il'en to schools a111! tran,lation. A 
frw imli,iduals, howe,·er, wl're haptiz~•,1 as the fruit of his preaching. One 
ofthl',e hrethren,after speudiug- about ten years' labour on schools,returned 
to Europe without success; the oth<'r, who for some time carriet.l on the 
missio11, ,lit•d, aud as I was only recently come into the country, the mission 
may he almost said to have LcPn extinct, as far a~ any efficient means are 
co~cerrw,I. It is only a little more than a year that p;·eaching has become 
the mnst promi!1Pnt pH rt of our labour.,, arl<l we are little morn than begin­
ners, hal'ing all had to learn at le~st two languages. 

Th,• same almost has ht'l'n the hi,torv of the Church i\lis-ion here. Our 
excellt>nt hl'l•thren of that Sodety, are ·au like ourselves j1111iors, au,I am 
no,v g-i .. inl..\" themseh-es u11, most part!)' to preaching the g-o,pel, and 
are, I hPlip1•e, of the same opiniou with myself, that tl1~ svstem of 
day schouls has, as it res1,ects com•e1·sion, " heen wei."1,ed i;, the ba­
lances am! found wantiug." The principal school here in connex­
ion with the Clturcl, Society has had for nearly twe11ty years almost all 
the time ant.I attention of an ordained Missionary, an European school­
rna,ter, and native as,istants. Christianity has heen taught fo1· all this 
Jong prriod, both through the medium of English and the native languages; 
but neither i11 this sd,ool nor in any other herf' has one con,·~rt been pro­
ducP1I. Jn my opiniou 1lay ,clwols have had a pretty fail' trial in Banaras, 
having heen i11 existt>1H·e for 11<~arly twenty years; whereas preaching has 
not heen carried on ll'ith any <1,•!!;ree of rrgularit.y hy any of our missions 
for ahove three yea1•.s, and that only hy young men, whose expe1·ience and 
knoll'h·,lg-e ca11not lie t'X[>ectcd even yet to be such as to warrant the ex­
pPctatio11 of great su,·c,•,s. The way, however, is now much more open 
J,efore us, and the oli.-tades, which in such a place are greate1· than usual, 
are giving way. 

I am not aware of the exact n11mhe1· that have been haptizecl by the 
diff,.rent missions, but I believe alto!{ether in the district, which includes 
Banaras ancl Chunar, there have heeu at least 80 adults haptize,l, so that 
preaehiug has not 1,t'cn so entirely without success as ~fr. ,\J. seems to 
suppose. One thing is worthy of notice, viz. that the number of the con­
verts in this part of I 11,!ia, by the rlitforent missionaries, has been iu pro­
portion to the exte11t of their lalwurs ifl pre,u:lting. 

As my ol,jcct is not to enter into any controversy with '.\fr. ~fackay, 
but mer.,Jy to disclaim the idea of lrnvin;.\" hat! any intention of joining in 
anv attack on him or hi., colh•agues, I shall not dispute what he has ad­
,·ancl'd either altout the early ages of Christianity, or the Reformation, al­
though J think lw has fallen, with re~pect to both, into a vulgar erl'Or to 
be found in not a few ecclesiastical historians, who have attril.,uted effects 
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to causPs that in some instances, if they existed at all, cannot on any 
philosophical principle, account for the re»ults produced. Mr. Mackay, 
howe\"er, asks me this question, ls it wrong to teach that llintluism is 
false, an<i Christianity trne ? By no me,ms. \Vhen I alluded to the stu. 
dents of the Ass,•mbly's school, a,111 Hin1l11 College, as compared with 
many of the Brlihmans of Ba11ares, it was merely in reference to the 
great stress laid in Mr. Duff's statement on the boys becoming 
"thorong·h uuhelic\"ers in Hinduism," a fact, which in my opiuion, 
brings them very little neart>1· the kingdom of heaven than they w...-e 
before; but Mr. Dutf says, they are, "as far a:. the 1111de1·stan1ling-
01· hea,I is concernrd, as thorough believers in Christiauity." Coul,1 I 
belie,·e this latter declaratio11, I should think the school h 11I been most 
successful: for a thorough belief of the un1lc1·sta111li11g in Christianity is 
certainly all of whirh the human mirnl is capahle; and where this exists, 
all the moral effects of faith, usu.rlly known by the name of ~e11uine con. 
,·e1·sion, must necessarily follow. But it is clea1·, these words of Mr. Dulf 
J,ave never been weighed, and are merely to he t;iken a,; a rhetorical 
flourish, meaning that the most of the first class of boys arc ahle to see so 
much of absurdity in the popul.11· religion, as not to have their conscieuce 
much under its influence, hut still continue to practise it; ,rnd that tl,ey 
understand an1I approl'e of so much of Christianity, as not to oppose it, 
at least in the 1Jres,•nce of their teachers, hut are not sutfici~ntly interest. 
ed about it as to lead them to profess faith in it, especially where doing 
so would expose them to inconvenience. Now this is the precise state of 
thousands in Banaras, as well as in othe1· parts of India, and to bring the 
people to this stafr of thinking is a ,•ery easy task to any man who speaks 
tht"ir language well, and is familiar with their popular notion~, without 
waitin~ for the slow process of education. Far be it from me to throw 
cold water on any scheme that is so excellently calculated to elevate the 
people in the scale of civilization, and which doubtl~ss will g1·eatly tend to 
promote by its indirect iollu!!nce the spread of the go.;pel : my only object 
is to state my conviction, that we shoul,I not in lnflia expect, that if we 
put our dependance for direct success in obtaining couverts on othe1· 
means than those which we know to have succeeded in every country, 
where they have been fail"ly brought into operation, we shall most likely 
be grievously disappointed. \lr, BuYP.RS, 

Nou:. As there is no ,naterial dilference of opinion bet\veen M,·. Buyers auJ 
myself on the subject of Schools, he has 11ermitted me to close the discussion on my 
part, by adding a note to his letter. 

J. It is quite true that the words which I quoted were not useJ by him, and 
that I quoted from memory : but, as to their ,neaninJ, there was no mistake. I 
supposed them, and he iutended them, to convey his opinion, that the Assembly's 
School hud failed, as a means of conversion. This opiniofl he now allows to have 
been " premature ; " and here that matter ends. 

2. I have done unintentional injustice to the success of the Baoarns Mission, 
fo1· which I am unfeignedly sorry : but it was in every way unintentional. I could 
not kno,v its past history; Rnd I quoted M,·. B.'s own words. He m~st permit 1ne 
to observe, ho .vever, that I ma,le no co,nparison between p.-eaching and teactiing. 
On the contrnry, the rem'lrk iu question was introduced to show the unfairness and 
injustice of such co,nparisous. Any one, wl10 reads my paper, may judge whether 
I am anxious to make out a case against preaching, 

:i. '.\Ir. Dutf's state,nent, "that l.Qust of the young men in our higher classes, so 
far :,.~ the un1lerstamli11:{ an1l heaJ are concernetl, are thorough believers iu Chris ... 
tianity," is no rhel<Jricaljfou,-ish, b11t the plain simple truth. It is unnecessary for 
me to prove that co11victio11 a ,d practice ara by no mea11, inseparably connected, 
Is not tile dnu1ka.rJ, "a t!wro!U~h believ:":r" ia the evils of inte•nllerance ? 

4. I aiserted that pmphecy anJ mi1·acles, paved the way f 11· preaching at the 
Christian era ; and that tile pre~s, the discovery of the clas~ic.;, &c. &c. coutributeJ 
in no :,;.lhrht de~rel to t:ie sncc~i;,.;; of th·~ H,;!r'or,oatioo. This :Vlr. B. seti dowu as 
.. R vulgar error." Notwithstilnding his authority, however, I fear I shall still 
continue to holt.l it, in co,nmon with "not a few ecclesiastical historians"." 

• We should wish to see this queation thoroughly diocussed,-Eo, 
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6. Mr. B. forgets that I bnve clisclnimed the identity of the systems pursued in 
our School, and the common D11y Schools, with which be would confound it. 

One e~il. of cont.-oversy is, that it o_~t~n_places those e~gaged in it in apparently a 
false pos1t100. I am supposed to he 1n1m1cal to preacb,og, than which I hold 00. 
thing more in honour; und Mr. B. appears the opponent of Schools, while I know 
that he is anxious to have such n School as: ours, in connection with his own Mission. 

I trust, however, thnt the effect upon the whole of this and similar discussions 
will b< to stir up 1111 to greater diligence in their own peculiar depart•neuts. 

W. S. MACKAY. 

IX.-The Attendance of Christians at Fashionable Amuse­
ments indefensible. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
GENTLEMEN, 

In yum· No. for February, I observe a paper bearing the signature 
of " P111LALET11Es" on the "lawfulness of attending fashionable amuse­
ments;" wherein the writer by inference lays do,vn as the test by which 
to judge of a true Christian, that he be "agood father, husband, master·" 
that he "shew his love to Christ by our Saviour's own test, beoevolen~e 
to man:" that he be "true, upright, humble;" that he "restrain his tem­
per," and " g-o,·ern his speech by the law of love." 

The language of our Saviour was, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind ; this is 
the first and great commandment : and the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighhour as thy.elf;" and the best comment, it appears to 
me, on the paper of PRILALETBES is to ask, where in his enumeration is 
preservecl the individuality of the "first and great commandment?" What 
is the specific meaning of the term piety, and of regenerntion, the extreme 
necessity of which ou1· Lord so emphatically declared? Who are the weary 
and heavy laden, whom He so tenderly beckoned to come to him? and 
what is the yoke which they are invited to bear? 

All the qualifications adduced by PHILALETHES belong, as it appears to 
me, essentially to the second commandment; and although they must ever 
be strengthened and purified by the existence of piety, yet they are to be 
found, and sometimes even in a pre.eminent degree, in persons who 
"know not God." There is a strong disposition in the heart of man to 
prefer the second commandment before the first, for it more sensibly con­
nects itself with the things of this world, by nature so dea1· to us ; and 
morality is essentially the religion of but too many who deem themselves 
not wanting in God's service. The religion, however, of Christ bears a 
marked distinction; and His precepts compel us to look upon him alone 
as devout, who would direct his every thought, word, and work towards 
promoting God's service, and would sensitively withdraw himself from 
those scenes where all reference to Him is habitually, if not scrupulously, 
excluded. 

I once heard delivered from the pulpit, by a Missionary still happily 
pursuing his labours of love in India, an anecdote illustrative of this 
&ubject, which may probably he known to many of your reaclers. A game 
of cnrds having been proposed at a party, the giddy ones present invited 
a clergi•man of the number assembled to sit down and join them, which 
to their surprise he cheerfully consented to do. \Vhen ahout to be seated, 
however, he begged permission to ask God's blessing upon the amusement 
before them; to which finding themselves unable to consent, the solicita­
tion upon thei1· parts was at once withdrawn. This spirit, I apprehend, is 
all that religious pe1·sons would wish should be observed ; and it would per­
haps afford to persons thinking with PmLALETHES, and to those of sterner 
sentiments, a common ground on which to reconcile their differences. 

A FRIEND, 
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REVIEW . 

.A Discourse of Natul'al Tlteolo_qy, by Hem·y Lord B1·ougham, 
F. R. S. 4'c.-London, 1835. 

The term Natural Theology has been applied to that know­
ledge of God and his attributes which may be obtained by a 
contemplation of his works ; and Natural Religion, to that 
sv1-tem of ethics which may be deduced from the same. \Ve 
c~nfess that we regard the latter as deceptive and dangerous; 
and too frequently the legitimate province of Natural Theology 
has also been mistaken. The works of God affirm his existence, 
his wisdom, his goodness, and his power ; but beyond this we 
cannot go. Unless enlightened and guided by the rays of Reve­
lation, we cannot, from the Book of Nature, read one line of the 
\Viii of Goel towards man. " As all works," says Bacon," do 
shew forth the power and the skill of the workman, and not 
his image, so it is of the works of God, which do shew the 
omni potency and wisdom of the Maker, but not his image. And 
if any man shall think, by view and inquiry into sensible and 
material things, to attain that light whereby he may reveal 
unto himself the nature or will of God, then indeed is he spoiled 
by vain philosophy." Those who believe in the truth and inspi­
ration of the Scriptures will regard the testimony of Nature in 
the way of sanction and illustration of the will of God, as re­
vealed in his word ; while the atheist is left without excuse, 
since the existence of the C1·eator m:\y be "clearly seen by the 
things that are made*." 

• ,ve do not believe that a knowledge of the existence 'lf God ever wa, ob­
tained by induction from his works. Such an opinion is contrary to all historic 
testimony. Noue of the ancients at any time represent their knowledge of one 
Lord, or many, as di,co11e1·ies made by them in a course of investigation. On the 
contrary, they speak of it AS e thin!l" commonly known, and which they defended 
and explaine,I according to their different systems of philosophy. Even Moses 
enters into no proof of the Divine exi.;tence; but, t11king as grnnted that this 
was already known, he at once relates the actions end reveals the will of the 
Almighty. It is evident, that whatever knowledge of God the ancients possessed 
came to them froru an original revelation ; and that the communications ,vhich 
God made to Adam and to Noah, to the patriarchs and to the prophets of 
Israel, from one g~neratiou to another, were the only sources of Divine know­
ledge to the heathen world during the ages preceding the Christian era. As we 
approximate to the land of Palestine, or the dwellings of the descendants of 
Abraham, we find men possessing a mo1·e correct knowledge of the Deity. 
"And" says a sensible writer, "the nea1·er we approach to Noah, the nearer we 
in..ariahly come to the uc1perplexed knowledge and the unblemished worship of 
Jehovah. The farther we recede from this patriarch, the deeper we find our­
selves sinking into the abyss of polytheism. Were a knowledge of God inferred 
by reasou from the works of creation and providence, this progress would of 
course be inverted. As philosophy advanced and investigations multiplied, as 
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The doctrineR of Natural Theology arn grounded on a per­
ception of the fitness or adaptation of natural objects and opera­
tion;; to a perceived end, from whence we infer design in the 
makel' of these objects, an<l the supcrintcn(lcr of these opera­
tions. The pos,.ibility of di,-covering dt>,-ign by any obse1·ved 
mlaptationhas bt>en denie1l. Hume protested against any neces­
;;:Hy connection between cause and effect. Hut modern objectors 
take different gronnd, and deny the validity of the analogy be­
tween design an<l purpose, as seen in the works of man, and in the 
works of God. There al'e some things, however, whicl1 by the 
very constitution of' our nature we are compelled to believe, and 
this is one. \Vherever we see the fit combination of means in 
ol'der to the attainment ofan end, we i11variably an<l without he­
sitation infer the existence of a designing cau;;c. This conviction 
is universal and irresistible, an<l can ueitht-r be weakened by me­
taphysical fallacies, nor strengthened by demonstration. " The 
man," says an intellig·ent author, " who makes me <loubt my own 
existence, or that of matter around me, may puzzle my under­
standing- by the imbtlety of his reasoning, or dazzle my imagi­
nation by the splendour of his eloquence ; but he makes no 
impression on my belief. The same is the case with him who 
tells me I have no conception of active power. or who labours to 
persuaile me that I cannot discover design in its effects. In spite 
of his di,-tinction,; and acutcnes,;, my belief remains unchanged. 
Be no more alter>.1 the convictions of my minll than the colour 
ot"my skin. \Vherever I observe mutual adaptation, reciprocal 
dependance, the relation of pal'ts to one another and t•> a com­
mon encl, there I believe has been design. 'l'lrn belief is inva­
riable, it i;; certain. I am led to it by all my idea.~ regarding 
consciousness, perception, testimony, and infel"ence." 

Few will be disposed to deny the pleasures of inductive 
science; and of this, Natural Theology is a most important 
branch. And besides the pleasures which belong to scientific 
investigation in general, Natural Theology has pleasures pecu­
liarly its own ; ,:ince it considers not merely the relation of 
one thing to another, but the relation of all things to God. It 
is the very consummation of philosophy ; aud stands far above 
all other sciences in the grand an•l dignifying nature of its 
inquiries. To use the words of the noble author before us, " it 
tells us of the Cl'eation of all things-of the mighty power that 
fashioned an<l that sustains the uni,·erse-of the exquisite skill 

tl,c subject was more frequently taken up in form, ancl professedly examined and 
discussed, the proofs of I he unity aucl perfections of Gud ,ro11l,I be accumulate,!, 
and the knowledge of this great subject rendered progressi\"dy more cleai-, cer­
tain, and unobjectionable. The fact, howe\"er, has been uniformly contrary to 
this representation. As tradition has declined, the k nuwl,clge of Go<I has 
decline,1 with it ; as it has been corrupted, the knowledge of God has been 
corrupted with it ; and where it has been lost, a knowleJ.ge of God has also 
been lost," 
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that contrived l11e wings nud beak and feet of insects invisil,le 
to the naked eye-and that lighted the lamp of day, and launch­
ed into space comets a thousand times large1· than the earth, 
whirling a million times swifter than a cm111011 ball, and burn­
ing with a heat which a thous:uul centmics could not quench. 
It exceeds the bounds of material existence, and raises us from 
the creation to the Author of Nature. Its oHice is, not only to 
mark what things are, but for what purpose they were made 
by the infinite wisdom of an all-powerful Being, with whose 
existence and attributes its high prerogative is to hring us ac­
quainted. If we prize, and justly, the delightful contemplations 
of the other scienees; it' we hold it a marvellous gratification 
to have ascertained exactly the swiftness of the remotest. 
planets-the number of grnim; that a piece of lead would weigh 
at their surfaces-and the degree in which each has become 
flattened in shape by revolviug on its axis; it is surely a yet 
morE> noble employment of our faculties, and a still higher p1·i­
vilege of our natme, humbly, but confidently, to ascend from tha 
universe to its Great Fir:;t Cause, aud investigate the matchless 
skill an1l mighty power of Him who made, and sustains, and 
movE>s those prodigious bodies and all that inhabit them." 

Such i~ the intellertnal gratification arising from this Divine 
stud_L To the Chri;.;tian, however, it yields pleasu1·es of a still 
purer and more exquisite kind; since it is his high privilege to 
look over the boundless works of the Most High, and enjoy them 

\Vith a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to heaven an unp1·esumptuous eye, 
And smiling say-" My Father made them all." 

The Psalmist found in them mattt'r for praise and humilia­
tion. He says, "How excellent is thy name in all the earth; 
thou hast set thy glory ahove the heavens. \Vhen I consider 
the heavens, the work of thy finge1·s, the moon and the sta1·s 
which thou hast ordained, what is man that thou al't mindful 
of him, and the son of man that thou shouldest visit him?" 
And again he says, " The works of the Lord are g1·eat: sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein." 

The present long-expected volume from the pen of Lord 
Brougham is, as its title indicates, not a treatise on Natural 
Theology, but "a discourse'' or introduction to it, having for its 
o~ject an exposition of the nature of the sul~ject, and particn­
]arly an examination of the kind of evidence upon which it rests; 
considering it also in its intimate connection with the other sci­
ences, being supported by the same kind of inductive proof. It 
contains a few very beautiful illustrations of adaptation and 
arrangement in the material world, which we do not recol­
lect to have seen noticed before. We have only room to extract 
two of them,-one on the position of the sac in a bird's egg, and 
the other on the decreasing ellipticity of the earth's oi-L>it. 

V. 2F 
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" \Vhen a bir,l's E'gg is examined, it is found to consist of three pal'ts ;­
thE' rhi,·k, the yolk in which the chick is placed, aml the white, in which 
the yolk swims. The yolk is lighte1· than the "hite; and is attached to 
it at t11 o points hy the treadles. If a line were drawn through these 
two point,, it would pass l,elow the centre of graYity of the yolk. From 
this arrangement it must follow, that the chi.-k is always uppermost, roll 
the e1?;g how you will; consequently, the chick is always kept nearest to 
the hn•ast or belly of the mother while she is sitting. S11p11ose, then, that 
:m)' one ar1111ai11tPd with the laws of motion had to contrive things so as 
to secure this position for the little speck or sac in question, in order to 
it~ rereivinl!; the nece,sa1-y heat from the hen-conlil he proceed otherwise 
tl,an hy placing- it in the lighter liquid, am! suspending that liquid in the 
l,ea,-ier, so that its centre of gravity should be ahove the line or plane of 
suspension? Assuredly not; for in no other way could his purpose be 
arcomplishP1l. Thi, position is attained by a strict induction: it is sup­
porteil by the same kind of eviil1mce on which all physical truths rest. But 
it lea1ls by a single stPp to another truth in Natural Theology: that the 
f'{!!! must ha\'e heen formed by some hand skilful in mechanism, aud acting 
under the knowledge of dynamics." p. 33. 

The next illustration on the stn1cture of the planetary sys~ 
tern is not only interesting in itself; but at the present time 
of almoc::t geological mania, particularly so. The fact of the 
slow diminution of the eccentricity of the earth's orbit has 
been long kuown; and a recent paper from the pen of Sir 
.T olm Her~cl1cll, in the Transactions of the Geological Society, 
shcws, that as a consequence of this, the mean aunual amount 
of solar rnlliation recei\'ed by the whole earth must be on the 
dccrea.;c*. Aud as the mean temperature of the surface of the 
glohe dcpcntls on the mean quantity of the suu's rays which it 
receives, the mean tempemture of the whole globe must neces­
sarily Le lessened. It is now geunally admitted, that a great 
ch;rnge of general climate, and a diminution of temperatmc, has 
taken place, in many parts of the globe, if not over the whole 
earth. This i~ evident from the remains of animals and vege­
taLirs enelo~e<l in strata, where they could not now exi1-t. The 
diminution of the general temperature of the earth's surface has 
been aceouutrd fur in various ways ;-such as the fancied gra­
dual eooling- of the earth from a 8tate of absolute fusion-the 
suppo;;ed dPcrrase in the activity of volcanoes-and the possible 
chauge in the relative distribution of land and water over the 
face of the g-IoLe. But these are mere i-uppositions, as we do 
not know that any of them has really taken viace. No ex­
planation of this phenomena, excepting- the one from the cle­
cr1>ase of the ellipticity of the earth's orbit, has ever been given 
grounded on a known factt. But this apparent confusion in 

" Because tl1e change takes place in the direction of the minor axis only, the 
major axis remaining in,·ariable.-En. 

t Some persons have allowed themselves to be disturbed by a morbid fear 
Jest the conclusions of inductive philosophy should be prejudicial to Christi­
anity. But why may we not regard Nature as the handmaiden of Revelation? The 
perfect harmony between the mature deductions ofscience, and the 1tatements of 
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the orbit of tlie earth is merely temporary. 1'1w planetary 
system is su~jected to laws, which preveut any permanent dis­
anaugement, and prnduce the most l,eautiful hanuouy. •• There 
ii:i," says Lord B., 

"One pa1·tic11la1· arrangement, which produces a certain effect, namely, 
the ~tahility of the planetai·y systPm, IHoduccs it iu a manner peculi11rly 
adapted fo1· perpetual duration, and produces it through the agency of an 
iuflucnce quite unin:rsal, pernuliug all space, and equally regulating the 
motion~ of the smallest particles of matter, and of its most prodiµ;ious 
masses. This arrangement consists in making the planets move in orlJits 
more or less elliptical, but none differing materially from circles, with the 
sun nea1· the centre, revoh·ing· almost in one plaue of motion, and movin;r 
in the same direction-those whose eccentricity is the most considcral,le 
J1a1·i11g the smallest masses, and the large1· 01ies deviatin~ hardly at all 
from the circular path. The influence of g·ravitation, which is inseparal,ly 
connected with all matter as far as we know, extends over the whole of 
this systom; so that all those bOfliPs which mo1·e round the sun ( twenty­
three planets, including their satellites, anti six or se1·en comets) a1·e co11ti­
_nually acted upon each by two kinds of force, the original proj:•ctioa 
which send~ them forward, and is accompanied with a similar arul prubahly 
a coe,·al rutatury motion in some of them round their axis, and the 
attra!'tion of each towards every other body, which attraction pro<lnces 
thrl'e se1·eral effects, consolidating the mas~ of each, arnl, in cn11ju11cti11n 
with the rotatory motion, moulding their form~, retaining each planl't in 
its orhit round the sun, and each satellite in its orbit round the planet, 
altering or disturbing what would be the motion of each round tht> s•rn, if 
there were no other hodies in the system to attract and disturb. Now it 
is demonstt·ated by the strictest process of mathematical rea,oni,1g-, thilt 
the result of the whole of th!!se mutual actions, proceeding from the uui­
,·ersal influence of gravitation, must necessarily, in con-<•queuce of the 
pt>culiar arrangement which has been described of the orbits mid masses, 
aud in consequeuce of the law by which gravitation acts, pro,luce a cou­
l!tant alteration in the orbit of each body, which alte1·ation goes on for 
thousarnls of years, very slowly making that orbit bulge, as it were, until 
it reaches a certain shape, when the alteration begins to take the opposite 
direction, and fo1· an equal number of years, goes on con,;tantly, as it "·ere, 
flattening the orhit, till it reaches a certain shape, when it stops, and then 
the hul~·ing again begins; and that this alternate change of bulging and 
flatteniug must go on for ever hy the same lalV, without ever exceP<ling 
on either side a certain point. All changes in the system are thus periodi­
cal, and its perpetual stability is completely secured. It is manifest that 
such an arrangement, so conducive to such a purpose, and so certainly 
accomplishing that purpose, could only have been made with the express 
desig·n of attaining such an end: that some Power exists capable of thus 
producing such wonderful 01·der, so marvellous and wholly admirable a 

Scripture, and tbeir strikin~ analogy, fol'm a strong and increasing source of 
proof that the being who created the one is also the Author of the other. From 
no department of science has there been a greater outcl'y agninst the statem~uts 
of Revelation than from the imperfect conclusions of modern geology. But an 
increased knowledge of facts bas turned the scale of evidence, and ,·ven geology 
is now reluctantly coming forward to affix its seal to the truth of the Di,·ine word. 
It is no sruall gratification to have the opinion of Lord Brougham on this 
point. "The rese:.rches," says be, "both of Cuviel' and Buckland, far from 
impugning the testimony to the great fact of the deluge borne by tbe Mosaic writ­
ings, r,,ther fortify it; and bring additional proof of the fallacy which, for some 
time, had led pliilosophers to ascribe a very high antiquity to the world we now 
live in." 
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harmony, out of such numberless 1listurbancPs, :mcl tlrnt this Power was ac­
tuated hy the i11te11tio11 of producing this effect. The 1·ea,011i11g upon this 
suhject, I have obsen-e,1, is 1mrt>ly mathematical; hut the facts respecting 
the system, on \Vhich all the l'easoning rests, are known to us hv i111luction 
alone': conse11uently, the grand truth r<"specting the ser.ular 1listurbance, 
or th•t periodicity of the chang-es in the system, that disco1·ery which 
m:,kes the 1-(lory of Lagrange anil Laplace, and constit11tes the triumph of 
the inte~ral calculus, whereof it is the fruit, and of the most patient 
course of astronomical observation, wht>r1>11n the analysis is gruunilerl, may 
mo~t justly be classed as a trnth hoth of mixed Mathematics anti of ~atu­
ral Theology, for the theologi,m only adds a sinµ.-lc short link to the chain 
of the physical astronomer's dcmonstl'ation, in ol'der to reach the great. 
Artificer from the phenomena of his system." Pl), 39-42. 

In the third section of his work, the learnell author remarks 
that, unaccountably enough, writers on Natural Theology usu­
ally pass over in sile11ce by far the most singular work of Divine 
wisdom,-the Mind itself. Thet·e is cPrtainly no reason why our 
inquiries should he limited to material things, since the pheno­
me11a of millll, though not so palpable, furnish proof, if possi­
ble, more i-triking than that deduced from matter. The struc­
ture of the mind, in whatever way we regard it, affords evidence 
of the moi,t skilful contrivance; all that adapt~ it so admirably 
to the operations which it performs being plainly means work­
ing to an enll. The power of 1'easonin_q, with its great instru­
ment-attention, and its powerfnl help--cul'iosity, together 
with mem(l)·y, and the important influence of ltabit on all the 
mental powers, are 1mccessively noticed. The active powel's of 
the mind, such as love, sympathy, hope, fear, anger, pity, and 
other feeli11gf-! and pasi;ions, are also con~idered in their admir­
able adaptation to certain ends. In speaking of the influence 
of habit on the power of extempore speaking, he observes: 

"A practisecl orator will clt•claim in measured an1l in various periods­
will weave his discourse into one texturn-form parenthesis within paren­
the,is-excite the passions, or move to laughter-take a turn in his dis­
course from an accidental interruption, making it the topic of his rhetoric 
for five minutes to come, and pursuing in like manner the new illustrations 
to which it gives ri,e-mould his diction with a view to attain or to shun an 
epigrammatic point, 01· an alliteration, 01· a discord ; and all this with so 
much ass111'ed reliance on his own powers, aml with such perfect ease to 
him,elf, that he shall even plan the next sentence while he is pronouncing 
off-liand the one he is engaged with, adapting each to the other, and 
shall look fol'ward to the to11ic which is to follow, and fit in the r.lose 9f 
the one he is hanclling to he its introducer ; nor shall any auditor he ahle 
to disco1·er the least 1lilfort!nce l,etwtlen all thi, and the 1111rtio11 of his 
spl'ecl~. which he has got by heart, or tell the transition from the one to the 
other. 

,v e have only room left us for a hrief sketch of the remain­
ing· parts of the work. One section is devoted to the prnof.,; of 
the separate existence and immortality of the mind"' ; a11d 
another division to the advantages and pleasure;; attending the 

" An octavo volume of "Observ,-tions on Brougham'• Theology," by a Mr. 
""allace, of Dublin, has just appeared. It is not a reply to the wholr. work; 
but merely a repetition of the often refuted objections to the immateriality and 
immortality of the soul, 
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11tudy of Natural Theology. To ourselves th" leMt satisfactory 
chapter is that on the moral or ethical bra11ch of the science. 
The noble author appears himself to have felt thi;;, ancl con­
fesses that om knowled«e of the will of the CreatOl' in the orclel· _., 
of natme is much mo1·e limited than om t1cqnai11tance with hi~ 
exist('nee and attributl•,.;. An Appendix oceupies one-third of 
the volume. l11 this Hume's doctrine of cause and efl;,et. is con­
sidt•red; as well as his sceptical arguments 011 propheC'y a11tl 
miracle~. Still more at le11gth i,ai the note on the '' ..','ysti:me de 
la Nat1t1'e," published in 1780, and attrihute<I to l\iirabaud. 
Lord B. has suliieeted its gross system of materialism to a search­
ing anal_p;is, slwwing that its only merit lies in the extr.,ordinary 
eloqtwnce of the composition, and the skill with which wonls 
are i,;ubstitnted for ideas; the chief resource of the writer being 
to take for gTanted the thing to be proved, and then to refer 
back to liis as,mrnption as a step in the dcmonstratio11, while 
he builds various conclusion;; upon it as if it were complete. 

In courlusion, this" Discourse of Natural Theology" contains 
much that is extranPOus, thoug-h nevertheless interesting. A 
more popular introduction to the study is required. \Ve still 
want a cheap and comprehensive treatise on the su~ject. It 
was supposed that the munificent bequest (£8000) of the late 
Earl of Bridgewater would have suppliecl this desideratum. 
Instead, however, of a work on the power, wisdom, and good­
nei-s of the Creator, as evidently designed by the donor, we 
have eight separate treatises, comprising twelve octavos, and 
pul,lished at a price little less than seven guineas! And, not­
with»tanding the extreme beauty of some of the volumes, espe­
cially that by Profossor \Vhewell on astronomy and general 
ph~·sics, and those by Dr. Roget on animal aud vegetable phy­
siology, as a whole, the argument is left incomplete; and cer­
tainly the arraugement of it is bad, beginuing, as it does, with 
the mind and ending in the stomach. We repeat that a treatise 
on Natural Theology, comprised in a moderate volume, is still 
a desideratum. Snch a book should be a consecutive statement 
of the whole argument,-containing a, popular introduction on 
the natme of the e,·idence on which the science rests; and, by 
proceeding in the ascending series of adaptation and de::iign from 
matter to mind, should embrace the chief truths both of physics 
and psychology. Can it not be supplied by some friend to 
education in this country ? The forthcoming volumes of Paley 
Illustrated, to which this discourse of Lord Brougham's is au 
introduction, with the older productions of Ray and Derham, 
nnd the recently published Bridgewater Treatises, would furnish 
mo;;t of the materials. The youths, who study in our schooli1 
the elements of science, might then be taught, as they doubt­
less should be, to regard Nature as an adumbration of the power 
and wisdom of that Almighty One, "in whom we live and 
move and have our being." E. 
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For the Calcutta Christian Obseroer. 

HYMN OP PRUDENTIUS. 

The following i~ a translation of a Hymn of Prudentius, which is quoted 
in Bishop JEsss' Correspondence. The sentiment is fine; but rather 
Stoical than Chl'i~tian. 

JIYI\INUS lN LAUDl!:til VfNCl!:NTll MARTYRIS, 

Erras, cruente, si mC'am 

ON THB MARTYRDOM OP VINCBNTIUS. 

Tyrant! you en; it i! not so I 
'We 1,hall not sink beneath the blow: 1'C" rert' pamam sumere, 

Quum memlna morn ubnoxia 
Dilancinata in.t<.:rfic:is. 

ThC' form,-go, renJ it limb from limb f 
Belongs to Death, not him. 

There is another man within, 
To whom no violence can win, 

Esl alter, homo intrinserus, 
Violare qu~m nullus 11otest, 

~~~e~;sil~ll~!~ini~:~~r~~• 
Serene, untouched by wound or chain, 
Impassible to pain. 

Jloc, quad laboras perdere 
Tantis furoris viriUus, 

That, which you would destroy, to sale 
So great a virulence of hate, 

Vas est solutum ac fictile, 
Quocunque frangendum niodo. 

Is but a brittle vase of clay, 
To break and castaway. 

Quin immo nunr enitere 
Jllum secar~, ac plectere, 
Qui perstat mtus, qui ~uam 
Calcat, tyranne, insamam. 

Torture and hack,-do all you c:nn; 
You may not reach that INSY.R. llLUl1 
Who, tyrant! calmly smiles at you, 
And all your rage can do. 

fl'.unc, hunc laces~e; hunc discute, 
Jn,·1rtum, insuperabilem, 
l\'Hlh.~ pron?llis subtlitum, 

Strive, as you may; yet know him still 
Unconquered and in,·incible, 

Solique subjectum Deo, 
Unscathed by storm, and fearing none, 
Submiss to liod alone! 

THE MACEDONIAN CRY, 

By the Rev. A. Sutton. 

Hark ! what cry arrests my ear, 
Hark! what accents of despair, 
'Tis the heathen's dying prayer; 

Friends of Jesus, hear! 
Men of God, to you we cry, 
Rests on you our tearful eye, 
Help us, Christians, 01· we die, 

Die in da1·k despair. 

Hasten Christians, haste to save, 
O'l'r the land, and o'er the wave, 
Dangers, Death, and distance hrnve ! 

Hark ! for help they call. 
Afric bends he1· suppliant knee, 
Asia spreads her hands to thee, 
Hark! they urge the heaven-born plea, 

Jesus died for all. 

Haste then, spread the Saviour's name, 
Snatch the firehr,rnrls from the flame, 
Deck his glorious 1liadem 

\,\iith their ransom'd souls. 
See! the pagan altars foll, 
See! the Saviour reigns o'er all, 
Crown Him ! ci-own him ! Lord of all, 

Echoes round the poles. 

l\f, 
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.fflioiianarn an'JJ 1\tligiaud lnttlligtnct. 

RE\'JVAL OF RELIGION IN GERMANY. 

Our Jimitecl ~pace is alreacly so fully occupil'd, that we must content our­
~elves with the following most interesting extract from a speech of 
Professo1· Tholuck, presenting a hrief sketch of the improved state of 
Religion in Ge1·many. It was clclivered at the last Aoniversary of the 
W eslcyan Missionary Society in London. 

"Having been called upon to make a brief statement of the kingdom of the Saviour 
and of its prol!'ress in Germacv, let me od,l a few words which may show thnt a 
dawo in thnt country, which I was favonrerl to give notice of to the Christian world 
when I addressed this Society ten years ago, has become a b.-ighter day. It was 
the day of little beginnings, when I addressed the Christians in this country, ten 
years since, upon what was going fonrn,·d in my own. Up to the year 1817, it 
laboured under a gloomy kind of infidelity, spread over almost every part of the 
laud. The1·e were only some few witnesses left, to testify of the sound doctrines of 
our Reformers. A new light, however, has sprung up. We were educated to true 
religion in the best of all schools-in the school of tribulation. The bloody wars, 
witli which Napoleon filled our country, kindled a fi1·e, which now burns throughout 
almost every part of Germany. 

" I have often been asked by Christian friends in this countq•, what good could 
have sprung out of so much mischief-nut of so much lllood, and so many tribula­
tions? My answer is,-' You see the present Missionary nod Bible Societies, and 
the interest that is taken all over Germany in the Christian cause ; that i• the fruit 
from the seed which was sown with so many tears.' As to the capital of Protestant 
Germany, Berlin, which for a long time was the strong--hold of infidelity, uncler the 
sceptre of a king who made Voltaire his gospel, and Rosseau his catechism-that 
-very city is, at the present moment, prospering as a vineya,·d of the Lord, under the 
sceptre of a king who openly coo fesses that he also was educated to Christianity in the 
•chool of tribulation ; wbo Ofenly confesses that the ice-fields of Moscow kindled a 
Christian fire in his heart. It is under the protection of this king that the missionary 
cause continues to tloul"ish. No Society is formed there, but it enjoys his royal 
patronage; nay, no letter is sent throughout any part of the kingdom on missionary 
affairs, without enjoying the privilege of going postage free. 

" l\lany Auxilia1 ies are springing up in the small cities and towns throughout that 
kingdom. Within the last ten years, the Berlin Society bas forme,I forty.five new 
Auxiliaries. Besides thnt at Bel"liu, there is a large Society at F.lberfield, which 
has a very considerable number of Auxiliaries in every part of the countl"ies near the 
Rhine. All those Societies congratulate Great Britain on what is here doing for 
the great cause, and "·ish heartily to co-operate with Christians in this country. 

" l\lore than a third of the clergy of Berlin are boldly prncl:iiminJ!; the pure Gos­
pel of Cbrist. I can say, with satisfaction, that not one of the Professors of the 
Uuirersity of that capital belongs to that Neological or Sociuiau school, which 
hss spread so much mischief throughout the country. Many of those Professors 
hare come forward in thl' cause of the Gospel; and numerous are the young clergy. 
men who ha"e gone out from Berlin, in order to spread the Gospel, and to support 
the Missionary cause in every part of Prussia. 

'' A person who had wandered twenty years ago through the provinces bordering 
on the Rhine would certainly now be surprised to see the vast changes which have 
taken place in those countries. One valley, through which the Rhine runs, is a 
country which might justly be called a German Canaan. 'fwelve p1·eachers preach 
in that valley ; all of them proclaiming, as with one voice, sincerely, the Gospel of 
Christ. They belong to different denominations, and are diffe1·eut in their creeds ; 
but are only one in their faith in the great and essential truths of the Gospel. All 
over that part of the ~ouutry the new proclaimers of the Gospel have spread in such 
a manner, as to fill the whole of the surrounding villages aod towns; so that I might 
justly say, there can scarcely be found any cousidtrahle place in that district whick 
does not possess at least one who proclaims boldly the healing Gospel," 
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