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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

June, 1836.

I.—Adccount of various T'ribes on the North East Frontier of
Bengal.

(Continued from page 223.)

The countrv of Asam consists of three great divisions;
Upper, Central, and Lower Asim. The first of these is about
10.000 square miles in area, and contains a population of more
than 200.000 souls. Its upper or eastern portion is ocecupied
by the Singpho, Kampti, and Miamaria tribes, all of whicl are
under British influence ; the lower portion, extending from the
Bdri Dihing to the Dhunsiri, on the south bank of the Brali-
maputra, and from the Dibong to the Gallowa, on the north,
was ceded about two years ago to Réja Purindar Singh by our
Government, subject to an annual tribute of 50,000 Rs. The
Rija has expressed a strong desire that his son, a spirited
young man of 18 or 19, should reccive an English cducation,
and a young native from the General Assembly’s School is now
on his way to Bishnith. Should he succeed in impregnating the
mind of his pupil with truth and useful knowledge only to the
same extent as is done by a common elementary education
here, the most beneficial results might De anticipated: and
Upper Asém and Manipur would become nuclei, from which
civilization and Christianity might spread rapidly among the
surrounding tribes. 'L'he three divisions of Asim cover an
area of 18,900 square miles, and their population is upwards
of 600,000.

“ This beautiful tract of country,” says Dr. McCosh*, © though thinly
populated by straggling hordes of slowly procreating barbarians, and
allowed to lie profitless in primeval jungle, or run to waste with luxuriance
of vegetation, enjoys all the qualities requisite for rendering it one of the
finest in the world. Its climate is cold, healthy, and congenial to Euro-
pean constitutions ; its numerous crystal streams abound in gold dust, and

* See his paper in the JoumrNAL of the AstaTic SocteTy for April, 1836,

PP. 193, 194,
V. 2 o
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masses of the solid metal: its monntains arve pregnant with precious
stones and silver; its atmosphere is perfumed with tea growing wild
and luxuriantly ; and its soil is so well adapted to all kinds of agricul.
tural purposes, that it might be converted into one continued garden

of silk, aml cotton, and coffce, and sugar, and tea, over an extent of many
thousand miles.”

Gold dust is procurable with difficulty ; but a large quantity
of ivory, amber, emeralds, and other precious stones, is export-
ed into China, and exchanged for nankins, silks, lacquered
and China ware, but chiefly for silver. Some of the precious
stones sell for as much as 800 seers of silver, or about
66,000 Rs. But perhaps the chief interest which this country
possesses in every point of view, arises from its proximity to
CHina and TuiBET.

“ The territory of Asam” (we again guote Dr. McCosh) ¢ is situated in
almost immediate contact with the empires of China and Ava, being sepa-
rated from each by a narrow belt of mountainous country, possessed by
barbarous tribes of independent savages, and capable of being crossed
over in the present state of communication in 10 or 12 days. From this
mountain range, navigahle branches of the rivers of Nunlin, of Cambodia,
of Martahan, of Ava, and of Asam derive their origin, and appear designed
by nature as the great highways of commerce hetween the nations of Ultra
Gangetic Asia. In that quarter, onr formidable neighbours, the Barmese,
have heen accustomed to make theirinroad into A.am; there, in the event
of hostilities, they are certain to attempt it again ; and there, in case of its
ever becoming necessarv to tuke vengeance on the Chinese, an armed
force embarking on the Brabmaputra could be speedily marched across the
jntervening country to the banks of the greatest river of China, which
would conduct them through the very centre of the celestial empire to the

ean.

o The route to Thibet, adopted by pilgrims, leads through the Abor
country, along the course of the Dihong or Samnpu, and is accomplished
in sixteen days from Sadiya. The route, as mentioned by Mr. Bruce,
is as follows:

¢« From Sadiya to Kaj-jin, five days’ journey; thence to Lak-qui, one
day ; Gha-lum, one day ; Ma-ma-nu, one day ; Dullé, one day ; Omono,
one day ; Hulli, one day ; Sumlay, one day ; Han.nay, one day ; Kumday,
one day ; Ri-shah, one day ; Bhéd-lu, one day : Bhslu is the frontier town
of Thibet. About four days’ journey beyond it stands the city of Ro-shi-
mah, containing fine buildings, and a large civilized population, and a
government purely Chinese.

¢« The Grand Lama himself, and all hishead officers throughout Thibet,
are appointed by the Emperor of China, and receive allowances from
the Chinese government. The chief of Sadiya seems to have consi-
derable influence with the Thibetans, and the intermediate bill tribes.
Almost all pilgrims apply to him for a passport, and he is in the habit
of sending an escort with them as far as Ma-ma-nu, whence they are

assed along from one tribe to another, till they arrive in the country
of the Grand Lama. There is another route into Thibet via Brahma-
kind, through the country of the Mishmis; but it is at all seasons of the
ear covered with snow. There is but a little trade now carried on
with Thibet, and that little is chiefly effected by pilgrims. The few
things imported are smoking pipes of Chinese manufacture, woollens,
and rock salt. In exchange for these they give musk, ivory, and Bisa
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poison, Asdmese captives at one time formed a considerable trade ; but
since these latter came under the protection of the British, that lucrative
branch has heen exterminated.

“ As the Chinese carry on a very considerable trade with these Singphos,
and through the medium of their conntry with Asém, I shall endeavour
to mark out particularly the line of communication between the two
countries. The Chinese province of Yunan being separated from a navig.
able channel of the Irdwati, only by a mountain chain, inhabited by Shans
tributary to Barmah, the Chinese merchants, by a short land journey
across these mountains, convey their merchandise on mules. to a place
called Katmau, on the banks of that viver. 'There the Irawati is a large
stream, The channel is unincumbered with rocks, trees, or sandbanks;
the shiores are composed of a stiff hard clay, not liable to temble down, and
present every facility for navigation. The exact position of Katmau seems
undefined. The merchants, having loaded their goods on boats, easily
procurable, comniit themselves to the gentle current, dropping down with
the tide due south, day and night, and on the third or fourth dav arrive
at the mouth of the river called Nam_yang. After ascending this river
four or five days in a north.west direction, they come to a town called
Mung.-kung, or Muganm, the chief depét of Chinese trade sitnated at the
junction of twosmaller rivers, the one called Nam-kung, or the Mugaum
river, the other, Nam.yang, retaining the name of the united stream. The
Mugaum river is navigable for 40 or 50 miles above the town, and for
emall canves, a good deal farther, and extends in a northern direction.
The Chinese wares are transported up this river as far as practicable, and
afterwards conveyed overland through Hukung and Busa to Asim. The
journey from Mung-kung to Asdm occupies from 15 to 20 days.

“ There are two other routes to Chinabesides the one mentioned, the
one by a place called Senwa, and the other by May-nay, both of which run
direct into Barmah, but little more is known about them than their name,
The intercourse between China and Asdm by any of these roads is ex-
tremely tedious, and can only be followed by a trading people, who traffic
as they move along, without regard to time or distance. A knowledge of
the extreme navigable eastern branches of the Brahmaputra has pointed
out a much shorter and more convenient pass, and this was travelled by
Lieuts. Wilcox and Burlton on their visit to the Bor-Kungtis. Following
up the river Noa Dihing, which flows into the left bank of the Lohit, a
few miles above Sadiya, they were able to pruceed by water conveyance
to within nine days’ journey of Mung_lang, on the banks of the Irawadi,
and without experiencing any serious difficulty or inconvenience farther
than the jungly state of the country. A road passable even for mules or
oxen between the navigable branches of the Nua Dihing and the Irawatj
could not fail to be of great national benefit, and would open a channel for
the direct importation of all the valuable productions of Central Asia.”

Thus the Missionaries at Sadiva are situated not more than
200 miles from the Chinese frontier, and at a distance consider-
ably less from Thibet ; and with Loth ot these countries there is g
regular commercial intercourse. Allowing for exagyeration, it
seems probable that they contain a full third of the whole human
race ; and, if we could but find access to them, and let in upon
them the blessings of knowledge and religion, from their indus-
trious character and habits, they would exert an influence as
yet uncalculated upon the destinies of the world. At present,

there seems no insuperable barrier in the way: a Missionary
202



D

?

Q2 Account of various T'ribes [JuxNe,

might accompany one of the caravans, were it only Lo ¢ spy out
the land;” and if there be danger or difficulty, when we turn
to Mooreroft, Gerard, and Burnes, it is not too much to
expect eqnal or greater zeal and courage in the prosecution of
higher objects. T'he prospect of the immense advantages
which might result from a successful attempt to find entrance
tor our religion, or even for our books, into China, is enough to
make any one a Missionary. On the eastern coast, there is less
hope of success; but, we do hope, that both from the east, and
from the west, a beginning at least shall be made, ere another
generalion passes away. That there is nothing particularly
visionary in these anticipations will appear from the following
extract from Capt. Pemsrrron’s excellent report :

¢ The province of Yunan, to which the north-eastern borders of our
Indian empire have now so closely approximated, has become from this
circumstance, and our existing amicable relations with the Court of
Ava, an object of peculiar interest to us; and we have every reason to
hope, that if the attempt be judiciously made, a flourishing branch of the
trade, which is now carried on between its industrious inhabitants, and
those of the northern Shédn provinces of Ava, may be extended across the
Patkoi pass into the valley of Asém. We know that the whole continent
of Asia, from Pekin to Cashgar and Yarkand, is crossed by Chinese
merchants, in search of a market for their superabundant produce ; and
we have every reason to believe, that they will cordially co-operate in
any plan which may be suggested to effect this object ; traces of inter-
course between the Mishmis and Chinese were discovered by Captain
Wilcox, during his journey to explore the sources of the Irawati river,
and among his followers, were Shans, who had resided for a considerable
period in Yunan, and were apparently perfectly acquainted with the inter.
vening country. By Du Halde that province is deseribed as one of the
richest of the Chinese empire ; it abounds in the most valuable descriptions
of minerals and metals : and the great variety of its products is proved by
the enumeration already given of the articles which are imported to
Bhumo ; its population is estimated at eight millions, and that of the bor.
dering province of Sechuen, at twenty-seven millions, giving a total of
thirty .five millions® of people, closely hordering on the eastern frontier
of Asém, hetween whom and the Barmese, as we have already seen, a
very valuable commercial intercourse is annnally carried on, and which, [
have no doubt,may be made to extend to the British territories in that
remote quarter of India through Bhumo and Mogaung.”

We shall now present our readers, from the same source,
with the following interesting and novel information concerning
the history of that large but little known tract of country
pamed by Europeans Laos. It stretches from mountains at the
south-east extremity of A’sim, in 27" north down to 22°, and in
breadth from Manipur to Yunan, coveriug nearly 300,000
square miles.

* [n Mr. Gutzlaff's late work on China, the population of Yunan and Sechuen
ig estimated at 26,435,678 souls.
YUDAD, vovereneneraencroccooananssostoene 5,000,000
Sechuen, veveioririavecreoicorncsse svvvses 21,435,678

26,435,678—ED.
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“I'he names by which this territory was known to Dr. Buchanan, were
those of Mrelap Shan, or Shédn tributary to the Barmas, and Kési Shan,
or the western portion of it, tributary to the Kasis, Kathis, or Kuassayers,
bv all of which names the people of Mauipur, who call themselves
Moitay or Miyithiyi, were designated. To the Manipuris, the whole
country under its ancient limits was, and is still, known as the kingdom
of Pong, of which the city called Ly the Barmidhs Mogaung, and by
the Shans Mongmaorong, was the capital. T'he people, thoy generally
called Kubo, and distinguished them, as they were dependant on Mani-
pur or Xva, by the terms Mivithiyi Kobo, or Avd Kubo, which expres-
sions are synonymous with the names Kési Shan and Mrelap Shén, applied
by the Barmshs to the same people and country.

From Khul.lii, the first king, whose name is recorded in the chroni-
cle, and whaose reign is dated as far back as the 80th year of the Christian
ara, to the time of Margnau, in the year 667 A. D., the numnes of twelve
Kings ave given, who are described as having gradually extended their
conquests from north to south, and the names of no less than twenty-
seven tributary cities are mentioned, which acknowledsed the supremacy
of Murgnau. To this period, the Pong kings appear to have been so fully
engaged in attempts to consolidate their power at home as to have had
but little leisure, and probably less ability, to extend their conquests to
countries more rcmotely sitnated.  In theyear 777, A. D., Murgnau died,
leaving two sons called Sukampha and Sumlongphs, of whoin the eldest
Sukampha succeeded to the throne of Pong, and in his reign we find the
first traces of a connexion with the more western cowitries, many of which
he appears to have succeeded in bringing under subjectivn to his au-
thority.

“ Samlong, the second brother, was dispatched by Sukampha at the
head of a powerful force, to subdue first the countries to the eastward,
including probably the principality of Bhumo, which extends from the
left bank of the [rawatiriver to the frontier of Yuunan: this expedition
was successful, and Samlongpha again leaving Mongmaorong, is described
as having arrived in the western country of the Basa king, which proba.
bly means Banga, the ancient capital of the Kachar country ; he overcame
the opposition there mide to him, and having received his submission,
proceeded to Tripurah, where he was equally successful. From Tripurah,
he marched back across the hills, and descend«ed into the M:nipur valley
near Moirang, a village on the western bank of the Logtak lake.

“’The fact of this visit is also recorded in the ancient chrunicles of Mani-
pur, though the period assigned to it is earlier by sixty vears than that
given in the Shdn chronicle —a diserepancy in dates, which it were equally
vain and useless to attemnpt to reconcile. Samlongpha, in coasideration of
the extreme poverty of the Manipur territory, remitted all tribute, and
appaars to have directed the adoption of certain observances in dress and
diet, calculated to improve the habits and maunners of the people, who
were evidently in the Jowest stage of civilization.

“ From Manipur, Samlongpha, according to the Shdn chronicle, pro-
ceeded into Asam, where he also succeeded in establishing his brother’s
authority. He dispatched messengers to Mongmaorong, to communicate
the intelligence of his success to is hrother Suk.umpha, and to announce
his intended return to Pong. The messengers, however, instilled the most
serious suspicions into the mind of Sukampha of the designs of his bro.
ther, and represented him as determined to assume the sovereignty of the
country on his return from Asim. A conspiracy was entered into for the
purpose of poisoning Samlongpha, who was saved by his mother’s having
accidentally overheard the plot, of which she gave him timely warning by
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letter. Samlongpha’s wife and son were permitted to join him in Asim,
and from this son, who was called Chaunakhum, the subsequent princes
of the A-dm dynasty are said to be descended.

“ If we compare this tradition with the ‘accounts given hy the A<dmese
themselves, to Dr. Buchanan, in 1808 and 1809, we shall find them tracving
their descent from two bLrothers, Khunlai and Khuntai, whose names
sufficiently prove their Shan origin ; the one Lrother is said to have re-
mained in Nora, by which term the Singphos, or tribes occupyving the
mountains south-east of Asidm, to this day designate the Tsobwa, or
tributary prince of Mogaung, whom they call the Nora Réja; and the
other brother, Khuntaj, remained near the hill Chorai Khorong, in the
vicinity of Girgaong, the ancient capital of Asdmn, which, as it is on the
eastern borders of the valley, was probably the site chusen for a residence
by Samlongpha.

“ This account is the only one I am aware of, that proves with any degree
of certainty the fact of intercourse having taken place at so remote a pe-
riod between the Indo-Chinese nations and the inhabitants of the eastern
frontier of Bengal. That the supremacy which was then obtained by the
brother of the Pong king over Kachar and Tripurah, was exercised but
for a short period, may be fairly assumed from the nature of the country,
and the distance which separated the paramount authority from the sub-
jected state. But the proof, that such an intercourse did take place,
satisfactorily establishes the source from whence the Tartar peculiarities
by which these tribes ave distinzuished have been derived, and we know
that with Manipur communication continued to be held to a compara-
tively recent period.

“ From the death of Sukampha, in the year 808, to the accession of
Sdgnampha, in 1315, the names of ten kings only are given, whose reigns
appear to have been unmarked by any event of importance ; but about
the vear 1332, A. D,, some disagreements originating in the misconduct
of four pampered favourites of the Pong king, led to collision between
the frontier villages of his territory, and those of Yunan. An iuterview
was appointed hetween the kings of Pong and China, to take place at
the town of Mongsi, which is said to have been five days distant from
Mongmiorong, the capital of Pong. The Chinese sovereign, with whom
this interview took place, is named in the chronicle Chauangtf ; and
Shunti, the last prince of the twentieth imperial dynasty, is in the best
chronological tahles described as having ascended the throne of China in
the year 1333 : the coincidence of dates and striking similarity of name
leave no doubt of the identity of the emperor in whose reign the confer-
ence took place, and the misunderstanding was removed by the execution
of the Pong men.

“The Chinese, however, probably, now conscious of their superior power,
determined on subjugating the Pong dominions, and after a protracted
struggle of two years” duration, the capital of Mogaung or Mongmaorong
was captured by a Chinese army, under the command of a general called
Yangchangsi, and the king Sdgnampha, with his eldest son, Sikipha,
fled to the king of Pugan or Ava, for protection. They were demanded
by the Chincse general, to whom the Barmese surrendered them, and
were carried into China, from whence they never returned.

“ The Queen of Pong, who, with her two remaining sons, and a third
born after her flight from the capital, had sought a refuge among the
Khamptis on the north, returned at the expiration of two vears, anid estas
blished a town on the banks of the Namkong river, to which the name of
Mingkong was given. The second and third sons of the exiled king
Sdgnam reigned, the one three, and the other, twenty-eight, years, and
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were succeeded hy their younger brother, Si-ip-pha, who, as has been
before mentioned, was born after the destruction of the capital Mongmdo-
rong by the Chinese. .

“I'his prince ascended the throne in the vear A. D. 1363, and anxious
to avenge the treachery of the Barmahs, who had surrendered his futher
and brother to the Chinese general Yangchangsia, he invaded their ter-
ritory three years afterwards, at the head of a large army, and laid siege
to the capital of Zukaing, on the northern bank of the Ivdwati river,
which he succeeded in capturing anid destroying. A very unexpected con-
firmation of this event is found in the Appendix of Mr. Crawfurd’s Embas-
sy to Avd, where in the Barmese chronological table, obtained during his
residence in that country, the destruction of Chitkaing or Zakaing and
Peuya is mentioned as having been effected in the year 1364 ; and Major
Burney also discovercd the same circumstance recorded in the 6th vol. of
the Maha Yazwen, or great history of Ava, where the destruction of both
cities is said to have been effected by the Shén king ‘Thokyanbw4.

“ Sd-dp-pha was sueceeded by his nephew Sahangpha, who, after a pros.
perous reign, died in the vear 1145, A. D., leaving four sons, whose
names, ard the districts assigned for their support, it will be useful to
record. The eldest son, who was called Sdheppha, was also known by
the cognomens of Sahdngkhum and Chau-hi-mo, and to him the dis-
tricts of Manpha and Munjit were assigned. The second son was
called Chau-hdng-sang and Satabal, and he possessed Mungyang and
the surrounding territory. The third, Chau-swi-nok, subsisted on
Kiksa; and to the fourth, Sau-rum-khum, the district of Khumbat was
assigned. ‘The names of two princesses, daughters of Sahdngpha, are
also mentioned in the chronicle, one of whom was given in marriage to
the tributary chieftain of Mungyang, and the other was affianced to the
dependant Rija of Khumbat ; but on reaching Mungyang, on her way
to Khumbat, the anticipated separation caused the two sisters so much
distress, that they solicited and obtained their father’s permission to
dissolve the engagement with the Khumbat chieftain, who requested that
the dowry he was to have received with the princess should be still paid,
aud a remission of tribute he granted to him for three vears. The latter
request only was complied with, and the Khumbat Raja, indignant at
the treatment he had received, built a strong tort, under a pretended
apprehension of the tribes of the adjacent hills, and prepared to throw
off his allegiance to the king of Pong.

“ln this state of affairs, Sihdingkhum, in the year 1474, A. D,
sent an embassy, headed by a Shan nobleman called Chaulanghiyi, to
Kyamba, the reigning prince of Manipur, requesting a daughter in
marriage, which was acceded to; and in the following vear, the princess
lett Manipur, for Pong, escorted by Chaulanghiyi. On reaching the
Sekmu hill, which is close upon the western frontier of the Sumjok
territory, the cavalcade was attacked, and the princess carried off by the
Réjs of Khumbat, who had been lying in wait at the foot of the hill
for this purpose, with a chosen band of followers. The Pong noblema;;
Chaulanghiyi effected his escape, and reaching Mongmaorong, related
the disaster and capture of the princess.

‘“ Measures were immediately taken to avenge so gross an insult ;
the king of Pong crossed the Ningthi or Kyendwen river, at the head
of a considerable force, and entering the Kubo valley, was there joined
by the Manipur chieftain, with all his men ; they besieged Khumbat
which, after an obstinate defence, was carried hy :'ussault, and the Réjaz
made his escape to the southward, on a spotted elephant, by a pass
which still bears his name, and commemorates the event.
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“ A tract of country was then made over to the R4js of Manipur by
the king of Pong, extending east to the Noajiri, a range of hills run,
ning between the Mni and Kyendwen rivers, which was then established
as the boundary between the two countries.  South, the limit extended to
the Miyatoung or Miya hills, and north, to a very celebrated mangoe
tree near Mungkhum. hetween the Noajiri hills and the Kyendwen river,
wl;ere the two princes separated, and returued to their respective capi-
tals.

“The Pong king Sdhingkhum, or Kingkhomha, with whom these
arraingements were made, died about the year 1512-13. and was succeeded
hy his son Supengpha, in whose reign, according to this ancient chronicle,
the Barméghe first attacked and congnered Pong, thongh they affirm their
subjugation of this kingdom to have been effected so eirly as at the com-
mencement of the 11th century.

“ ln the 9th and 10th volumes of the Barmese history before alluded
to. Major Burney found, that in 1526, A. D., the Munyen and Mogaung
Shans again invaded Ava in considerable force, and destroved the capital,
killed the king, and over-ran the whole country as far south as 'oungni
and Prome: for nineteen years afterwards, according to the same autho.
rity, two Shén princes reigned in Avd, and Supengpha, whose career had
been marked by such vicissitudes of conquest and defeat, died, according
to the Shéan chronicle, in the year 1568, A, D.

¢ Under his son and successor, Sukopha, two successful invasions of
Siam are recorded in the chronicle, and the capture of four white elephants
gave a degree of importance to the conquest, which none but an Indo-
Chinese can fully appreciate: his territories were subsequently invaded
by the Barmahs, lus capital taken, and himself compelledl to fly to
Khumpti, where he was discovered and betrayed to the Barmese by two
of his slaves, Tuyang and Siyirang : his subsequent fate is unnoticed in
the chronicle, where his reign terminates in 1587, A. D., with his capture,
and his son Chaukalkhum is said to have succeeded him, 1n an attack
vpon Mitd or Myedd, not more than four or five marches north of Avd,
he was cut off by a Chinese force, which appears to have invaded this
portion of the Barmese territories at the sume time, and was killed about
the year 1592.

«’Chanangkhnm, called also Suhiingpha, who had fled to Avd on the
death of his father Chaukalkhum, was raised to the vacant throne by the
Barmah king, but was again dispossessed four vears afterwards, in conse-
quence apparently of having attempted to throw off his allegiance, and
raising the standard of rebellion in Mungyang, which he had heeu sent to
destroy. Llis reign lasted but four years, and is only remarkable for the
general adoption by the Shans, about the year 1596, of the Barmese style
of tvingthe hair and dressing ; two circumstances which clearly prove their
sulijugation at that period to have been effectually accomplished.  An
interregnum of ten years followed the expulsion of Chanangkhum, and
from 3617 to 1662, A. D., four rulers are mentioned, whose bhrief sway
was unmarked by any event worth recording. In the ten years between
1662 and 1672, a son of the king of Ava reigned in Pong, after whom,
the succession again reverted to the lineal descendants of their ancient
race of kings, and five are mentioned, whose united reigns bring the history
of that country down to the year 1734,

« Alout this time, two princes of Pong, callel Mongpo and Kyathon,
fled 10 Raja Garib Nawaz of Manipur, whose career of conquest has been
noticed in the second section of this report, and solicited his protec-
tion against the Barmihs: he attacked and destroyed the town of Mitq,
aud establishing the two princes at Mungkhong, in the mouth of May'
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bestowed his daughter Yenjijoysi in marriage on the eldest. From
Mungkhong, they returned in August to Mongméorong, the ancient
capital of Pung, where the elder brother reigned for a short and uncertain
peried; Chanmokhum (Mongpo) was succeeded by the younger of two
sons named Chaukhulseng, in whose time arose the Barmese dynasty of
Miksd, with its founder Alompra, about the year 1752, A.D., from
which period, even & nominal independence has ceased to exist, and this
once extensive empire, stretching to Asam, Tripurah, Yunan, and Siam,
has been thoroughly dismembered, its princes are no longer known, and
its capital is ruled by a delegate from Ava.”— Cuptain Pemberton's Report.

1t is impossible to think of these large tracts of country now
under British influence, and opening out far larger chan-
nels for enterprize and moral improvement, without acknow-
ledging the finger of God. 'They were not coveted, or even
desired by our Government; they add nothing to its revenues,
and are only a source of anxiety and expense : and yet the Bri-
tish Government could not but take them.and cannot, if it would,
throw them off. We look towards them with the deepest interest,
from feelings which cannot be better expressed than in the
following excellent and eloquent peroration by Capt. Pember-
ton, with which we conclude.

“ On our own frontier, we have seen a spirit of enterprize awakened,
which, in Aracan, has been already productive of a most extraordinary
revival, and increase of commercial pursuits; and in Asém, the same
ardour is rapidly diminishing the space which separates her numerous
tribes from the industrious and energetic inhabitants of Yupan and
Sechuen :—the races dwelling on the eastern borders of the Irawatti are
seeking an asylum under our protection, and the tide of emigration already
hegins to flow from east to west. ‘I'he holy zeal of the missionary, tem-
pered by a necessary discretion, has outstripped the advances of commerce,
and the most extensive schemes have been planned for conferring upon
their population the blessings of civilization and letters. In Asén,
Manipur, and Arracan, a propitious commencenient has been already
made ; and standing on the neutral ground which separates Hinduism
on the one hand, from Budhism on the other, the disseminators of sound
knowledge, aided by all the influence and talent of the local authorities,
are kindling an intellectual flame, which, spreading east and west, will
illunine the gloom of superstition and ignorance in which their benighted
inhabitants now rest, and qualify them for higher destinies than they have
ever vet fulfilled. If such be the result of the extension of British in-
fluence over the numerous tribes and nations which dwell on our eastern
frontier, the recollection of the horrors of the Barmese war will fude, before
the glorious prospect of redeeming many millions of men from such mental
debasement, and elevating them to that higher station, in the intellectual
snd moral world, upon whichthe favoured inhabitint of Europe now stands.
We rescued them from a yoke which has bowed to the dust the energies
of every people over whem it has been cast ; and we may fearlessly refer
those who dobt the ameliorating influence of our rule, to Arracan, te
Kachar, to Manipur, and Asém, and sbide the result of a comparison
between their past and present condition—betwecen the sufferings they
formerly endured, and the peace they now enjoy.

SpPECTATOR.
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11.—Interesting Custom in Germany.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

An example of primitive simplicity and pictv exhibits itself
in & custom yet maintained in many towns of Germnany, where
the watchmen, in calling the hours of night, are in the habit
of singing a verse or more of a canticle, assocrating with each
revolving hour some scriptural sentiment, doctrine or exmnple,
and to which the Christian. who may chance to hear the call
of the guardian of the night, is affectingiv invited. Tt were
to be wished that so very useful and simple a custom prevailed
in all Christian countrics, and were practized in the trie spirit
in which it must have originated. 1In the dead stillness of
night, the cffect would often, in all probability, not be slight,
which such appeals, as those contained in the vevsicles below,
might be supposcd to make upon the mind of one sleepless, it
mav be. from hour to hour, or wakened by the watchman’s
simple chant, and suddenly veminded of some solemn truth,
or acknowledged, but perhaps too long forgotten duty. Con-
cciving they might be acceptable to the readersof the Carnecurra
Curistiax Opservin, the following Lnglish version has been
made of a translation furnished by a German Missionary
brother in the mofasil. They pretend to no merit, but that
of strict adherence to the sentiments, and, as far as the metre
would permit, to the expressions of the original. Many a
Christian, in the wakeful hours and silence of night, might both
profitably and happily employ a few moments iu repeating or
singing these simple chants, and so be enabled practically to
realize the experience of one of ancient days in praising Him
who giveth ¢ songs in the night.”

N. B.—The German hour-calls commence at seven in the evening, and
continue till five in the morning, i. e. from sunset to sunrise. Hence
there is no chant for 6 o’clock.

The German Watckman's Hourly Night-songs.

At 7 o’clock he sings—
Neighbours ! list ve young and old ;
Seven the bell of love has toll'd:
Seven times seventy times forgive
A brother’s tresp