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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

August, 1836.

1.—Outline of a Sermon preached on the death of the late

Dr. J. R. Vos; accompanied by a Brief Memoir of the

deceased.

[Preached in Upion Chapel, by Rev. T. Boag, June, 1836.]
Jos xi1x. 23, 24, 25, 26.

Oh that my words were now written ! Oh that they were printed in a
book ! That they were graven withaniron pen and lead in the rock for ever !
For 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth :—and though after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God.

It would be difficult to select any passage of Scripture, stand-
ing in a more remarkable connection than the words of the
text. Job, whose language we have employed, was encircled
by an apparently relentless storm. He was anticipating every
moment that it would lash some wave into madness, by which
his frail bark would be destroyed, as many had been with whom
he had toiled but a few hours before on ¢ the smooth surface of
a summer sea.” He listened—and while he did so, the winds
were hushed : he looked—and while he looked, the clouds were
scattered, light broke upon the before dark and desolate scene ;
his vision was so strengthened that he could see afar off, and
with the prospects which were unfolded, he was so inspirited
as to exclaim, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth,” &e. May
this be our happy lot !

1. Let us consider the inspiriting truth embodied in the
words, and their connection.

The first thing, which occurs to us, is the fact, that eminent
piety does not exempt from sorrow and triel/. The saints,
though raised to higher degrees of spiritial bliss, and the
more eminent exercise of spiritual grace, are often conduct-
ed through darker scenes and more fearful vicissitudes than
other men. Like the stars of heaven, their brilliancy is the
more conspicuous from the darkness of the heavens in which
they are set. How affectingly is this illustrated in Jobs
case! He says, “ I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who
calleth upon God, and he answereth him not : the just upright
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man is laughed to scorn. The tabernacles of robbers prosper,
and they that provoke God are secure, into whose hand God
bringeth abundantly.”

Here you have the example of 2 man honored of God with
the testimony that he was a perfect man, reduced to the
lowest stage of mental and bodily adversity ; and yet in the
midst of his trials holding fast his integrity in God, and
prostrating himself at the divine footstool with most Loly sub-
mission to the divine will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Ave big with mercy, and will burst
With blessings on your head.

2. We remark, that under affliction, believers have re-
course to the most effectunl sources of consolation.

In their domestic relations and associations they may be
bereaved of comforts to which they have attached the highest
importance and value. Individuals may be removed to whose
continuance and affection they may have looked as the solace
of their future years with the most sanguine expectation—too
sanguine for such a world. Yes, when children are removed
who were to have been the solace of age—when parents are
taken away who were to have been the guides of youth—when
friends depart on whom we were to have leaned in adversity’s
hour—when health is despoiled by disease, and guilt lies as a
heavy burden on the mind,—to whom can we go but to Him
who saveth to the uttermost all those who come to him by
faith. Happy, indeed, for us, if such be the tendency of our
afflictions ; if we are led from the stream to the fountain,
from the broken reed to the arm of Omnipotence, from the
flitting sand to the rock of ages. Happy for us, if our afflic-
tions make us feel our sinfulness in such a manner as to lead us
to Christ, and to esteem his redemption as the only thing which
can make us truly and permanently blessed.

8. Weobserve further, that the blessings of salvation were
brought to light at an early period of the history of the world
and the church.

On the same day and hour when man fell, at the same
moment was Christ appointed the Saviour, the only Saviour.
At the moment when darkness enshrouded the hopes of man,
then did he appear as the light of the world—then did he
commence that work which has been gradually progressing
until this day, developing day by day its increased utility and
glory. Long ere the price of redemption was paid, its design
was understood, its truth believed, and its sufficiency enjoyed.
All the patriarchs in succession saw Christ afar off. Enoch
prophesied of him; Moses indulged his lyre with this theme ;
and it was on Calvary that the eye of Job rested with delight.
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« To him gave all the prophets witness.” They saw his day, and
were glad. They saw through dark and imperfect mediums:
yet they saw so much of Christ’s glory as to make them glad
at the promise of his coming. They saw Christ through sha-
dows. They were children in the world’s infancy, and God
indulged them with a dispensation of pictures,—and the pic-
tures pleased. For this they lived and died in the faith, not
having received the promises.

But we see the brighter day. Blessed are our eyes, for they
see, and our ears, for they hear the things which kings and pro-
phets waited for, and sought but never found.

4. Weremark, that it is important for us to entertain right
views of redemption. and to have an assurance that we are
interested in its blessings. Such knowledge it is the privilege
of every good man to possess, and it is the exclusive privilege
of the good. No man can call Jesus the Christ but by the
Spirit of truth, revealing to him a consciousness of his interest
in the unseen glories of heaven through the Redeemer.

Yet remember, a knowledge of Christ crucified is essential
to the first dawn of happiness on the soul; nor is it derived
from cold, jejune views of religion, or abstract speculations ; it
arises from the pouring in of the light of heaven upon the spirit,
—a light which carries with it vitality to every region of the soul.

The knowledge of this bliss is not based on presumption,
Every one that can say, I know in whom I have beheved,
says 1t with the sober humility of a dear child. He can say,
I know that neither life with its sorrows, nor death with its
terrors, can separate me from the love of Christ. My dear
hearers, it is delightful to think, that if you believe alone on
Christ for salvation—if you love him supremely, serve him
fully, imitate his example conscientiously—if you are renounc-
ing every other trust and confidence,—it is delightful to think
that you have as good a claim to the title of heaven as an
apostle, and may say, with an equally unwavering tongue,
“ My Father and my God.”

In this confidence there is no delusion. The source from
whence it flows, and the tempers by which it is accompanied,
prove it to be both rational and divine. Some profess to be
assured of their pardon and acceptance with God by the visions
they have seen, or the voices they have heard ; others have
dreamed themselves into assurance ; while many rest their con-
fidence on high frames and extatic feelings. These are always
dangerous tests, and in many instances have been fatal both to
soul and body. In our solicitude to determine our interest in
salvation, let us beware of arr auti-scriptural standards ; let us
attend to what may be passing in our minds, that may have a
tendency to humble and subdue us before God; and let us
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remember that our interest in Christ has little to do with our
ever-varying physical passions and feelings. In all the darkness
of his mind and grief of his soul, Job could then say, ¢ I know
in whom I have believed.”

5. The happiness of the gospel is adapted to all seasons
and circumstances of this pilgrimage, and the bliss it com-
municates, oft comes when least expected or desired.

Amidst the suftering so forcibly described by inspiration,
Job bursts forth into sudden joy, saying, “I know that my
Redecmer liveth.” This revolution in his feelings must have
been produced by the effusion ofthe IIoly Spirit,—not impro-
bably connected with a remarkable personal manifestation of the
Son of God ; for in those ancient days he oft appeared as the
Angel of the covenant, and the Word. Ifsuch was the case,=—
and we may very fairly suppose it,—itaffordsone consolatory les-
gon, that Christ is ever mindful of his people, and not least when
their sufferings are intense. “ He knows what sore temptations
mean, for he hag felt the same.” How delighted would the
traveller be, who, after a long and tedious journey through a
desert land, should at once open upon some scene of surpassing
verdure and beauty !—and not less the Christian who, in the
midst of deepest sorrows, hears the melodious voice of the Son
of God saying, Peace, peace; andin the midst of the desert is
permitted to drink of the brook by the way, and lift up his
head, and be glad. Let me impress one truth, or rather may
God impress it on your minds and my own !—it is, be not over-
anxious in your search after happiness, nor too sanguine in
your expectations of realizing it in your present connexion.
Your earthly state, until the last, must be one of suffering and
not fruition : all that you can reasonably expect kere is an oc-
casional refreshment. To prevent inordinate sorrow, remember
your greatest sorrows may be the forerunners of your highest
bliss ; and that your most exalted joys may either lead you to
the deepest sorrows, or be designed to cheer and invigo-
rate you under the cloud and in distress. ¢ The bud may
have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower.”

6. Individuals attaining to high intercourse with God will
be bold to declare their confidence in his salvation, and fo
manifest alively concern that their experience of his goodness
to them should be beneficial to others.

We derive this observation, by inverting the order of the
text from the 23rd and 24th verses, “ Oh that my words were
written.” He did not in thisrefer to his protestations of inno-
cence and integrity, nor to his exhortations and reasonings
against the cruel suggestions and accusations of his alienated
friends, but to the words he was about to utter. For though
Job is an example of patience under the influence of irritated



1836.] on the death of Dr. Vos. 881

and injured feelings, he uttered many things which he could
have wished might have Leen forgotten. DBut these words, «“ 1
know that my Redeemer liveth,” &c., he wished to be remem-
bered, that they might be registered on a rock, in lead, to be
had in perpetual remembrance. Here we see how deeply his
own beart was affected by the subjects of salvation! how
every feeling and affection was absorbed in the object of
his faith ;—not only the absorption of his feelings in his own
enjoyment, but the enlargement of his heart towards others; he
was anxious not only that his sorrows, but his joys also, should
be recorded for the generations to come. He had the doc-
trines of redemption written on his heart, and he desires that
its hopes and joys should be recorded for the benefit of future
ages. His desire has, perhaps, been fulfilled beyond his most
sanguine expectations. His words have been written, printed,
circulated—they have been stamped by the Spirit on the fleshly
tablets of many hearts, and displayed in the lives of many liv-
ing epistles known and read of men, who have said—
I'll speak the honors of thy name
With my last lab’ring breath,
And, dying, clasp thee in my arms,
The antidote of death !

IT. Let us, in the second place, notice briefly the event anti-
cipated. ¢ 1 shall see him for myself,” &c. We shall not stay
to dwell upon the meaning of the term latter day, supposing, as
we do, that it refers to the day of final happiness and glory;
nor to two other subjects embodied in the words, the suljec-
tion of the body to death, aud the subjection of death to Christ.
We shall proceed to notice the vision which is anticipated by
Job and all believers.

That vision will be glorious. The pious shall see the Redeem-
er in that nature which Le assumed on earth; they shall see
him in that bedy in which he suffered poverty, hunger, weari-
ness, and ignominy ; that suffered the pressure of divine anger
in Gethsemane, that was disfigured and insulted on Calvary—
but oh, how changed ! The head, once crowned with thorns,
encircled with glory—the hair, once clotted with gore, like pure
wool—the feet, which trod the winepress alone, like fine brass
—the voice, which sent forth strong crying and prayers, shall be
sweet as the song of the morning—the eyes, which were familiar
with tears, be radiant with pleasure—and the visage, marred
more than any man’s, beam with satisfaction and delight : —

All over glorious is my Lord,
Must be admir’d, must be ador’d,

The vision will be personal. <1 shall see him for myself”—
the redeemed shall see God for themselves. Beliold he cometh,
and every eye shall see him. They who have despised and re-
Jected, reviled and blasphemed himn—they shall see him. Herod
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and his inen of war who mocked him ; Judas who Letrayed him ;
Pilate who condemned him; the Jews and Romans whe
crucified him ; the enemies of the cross in every age shall see
him—Dbut with what feelings # What awful feelings must such
considerations suggest to unbelievers,—persons who lave no
Redeemer,—those who have only known him to despisec and
reject him ! At the sound of the trumpet they shall awake to
everlasting shame and contempt. 'T'hen not only the faculties
of the mind, but the organs of the body, will become the medi-
um of torment. They shall see him, not as their friend, but
their judge; and then shall all the guilty kindreds of the earth
wail becaunse of him. How great the contrast with the righte-
ous! They shall see him as their own glorified, risen, everlast-
ing friend.

The vision shall be pleasurable. How great have been the
Joys experienced by the occasional visions of Christ’s glory on
earth, as recorded in the inspired volume ! Isaiah in the Tem-
ple, and John on Patmos—these show the brightness of his
glory. Still these visions were transient; but this shall be
identified with the pleasures of the heavenly world, full of
glory ; nor shall this delight be evanescent like the pleasure of
earth, but shall be as all the combined friendships we have
enjoyed in one—it shall be stronger than death. Nor will it be
less perfect. 'The body, raised from the dust and fashioned
like to his glorious body, united with the soul, shall be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing. It will be perpetual. Here all our
enjoyments vanish at the moment of our bliss. We should
suspect some danger near, when we possess delight. But tHERE
all our unions, associations, friendships, and loves shall be last.
ing as immortality.

My pear HEarERs, I need scarcely add, that the truths
referred to in the former part of the discourse, received their
accomplishment in the experience of our excellent friend.
He was not exempt from his trials and sorrows;—he had
access to the undying comforts of the gospel ;—he was as-
sured of his interest in Christ ; nor was he negligent to
express the strength of his faith, or his concern that others,
both near and remote, should partake of the same happiness.
He has ere this realized the blessedness of the vision in all its
perfection and glory. He hath spent many days in the pre-
sence of Christ. May we follow in his footsteps as he followed
Christ !

It is not our purpose to eulogize the dead, but if in their lives
they displayed virtues, it is our duty to exhibit them : and if, on
the contrary, they exhibited failings, we should not hesitate to
set them forth, that the former may be imitated, and the latter
shunned. Our good friend was born at Middleburgh in Zealand,
25th August, 1785, He was appointcd to a ship as surgeon in
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the Dutch service in 1802. 1In this vessel he sailed to Ba-
tavia. His first religious impressions arose from an individual
on board the vessel conversing with him on religious sub-
Jects. In the year 1804 he landed on these shores. He was
a sojourner in this country 32 years. The former part of
that period he spent in the practice of his profession at Chin-
surah : during the latter 13 years he discharged his profession-
al duties in this city. In Doth situations he was the means
of administering relief to the bodies and minds of many
sutferers, which was his highest earthly reward.” In the course
of this lengthened career he obtained a good report, and dis-
played many traits of character which it would be well for all
to imitate. With some of these he was endowed by nature ; for
others he was indebted to the influence of piety. Among the
many which were natural, but strengthened by piety, we men-
tion his disinterested benevolence. If the native population
inherited the Dlessing of gratitude, many voices would speak
of the tenderness and assiduity which he had displayed without
the hope even of thankful remembrance ; and could we but listen
to the cry of the many poor of other communities on whom
his attentions were bestowed, without the hope of other gain
than the reward of heaven, they would say, he was a good
man ; nor would the force of that testimony be lessened, were
we to refer to many in altered circumstances from com-
mercial lapses, who still received his kindest attentions without
the slightest hope of receiving reward. In this lower sense he
was indeed no respecter of persons. Not only was lhe gene-
rous in his profession, but with his purse: for, though surround-
ed with a uumerous offspring, no claim was ever presented to
him which gave promise of good, without meeting with his
cordial support. Nor was he less Catholic in his views: he
had a sincere attachment to all those who loved our Lord Jesus
in truth and sincerity. His prayer was, without reference to
sect or party, Thy kingdom come; though sincerely attached
to that communion in which he had been reared. Combined
with his benevolence may be noticed his suavity, and which
struck a stranger at first sight. Perseverance appeared to
have been a prominent trait in his character. This was evi-
dent in his last days : he often went from his house expecting
to return a corpse: yet, impressed with a sense of duty, his
expression was, “ I must work while I live.” On my first inter-
view with him in the early stage of his disease, I was struck
with his caLm~Ness. He then had no other prospect than a
speedy dissolution : yet, associating this natural habit of his
mind with strong faith, he observed, when reference was
made to himself and family, I am ready ; and that God which
has provided for me will provide for them.” In his life and
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conversation he displayed a great love of order and precision ;
in this he set an example worthy of every Christian’s imita-
tion ; for it wmight with truth be said of him, that he set his
house in order, that he might die and not live. One thingin
which he bore a striking resemblance to his divine Master, was
his non-anxiety for his own personal ease and comfort, and his
tender coucern for that of others. He was opposed to all osten-
tation, and his greatest happiness was derived from the quiet
and peace of his own family and private circle.

What, however, struck me most was the manner in which
religion appeared to pervade all his words and actions. His
piety was of that caste which was more felt when you had
departed than at the moment of interview. You admired the
man that had made you respect his piety, and love him for the
manner in which he made you respect that piety, as much as for
the piety itself. It was in the sick chamber that his anxiety
for the future welfare of his patients manifested itself. Without
alarming he would introduce the most important topic, and
direct the dying to Christ. He has been seen to return home over-
whelmed with sorrow at the loss of a patient ; not so much for
their death, as for the consequences he feared might follow.
In this respect he was not only the early associate of Mission-
aries, but was himself a Missionary.—]1 have spoken of him
as the early associate of Missionaries. He was one of the first
to open his door to our Missionaries, when missions were less
popular than now. His name stands connected with many
who, like himnself, have received their reward. He is almost one
of the last of the many good men who were identified with the
establishment of our Mission in this part of India. That trait
in his character which will be most admired by the good, and
be held in everlasting remembrance, was liis desire to lay all his
talents and services at the feet of Jesus, and trust himself as a
poor helpless sinner on the rock of Ages. On one occasion
after prayer he said, * Thisis good—it brings me near to God ;
Tlove this.” Again, panting for breath, he said, ‘* What is all
if we have no Saviour.” I said, Then you love the Saviour? He
shook lis head and said, ¢ More, more ; I want more.” Then he
looked, and said with a smile, after he had spent a moment
in prayer, “ Yes, yes.” On the morning of the last sabbath, like
the patriarch, he gathered his children around his dying couch,
kissed and blessed them, not forgetting those far away, and
lay waiting for his Master’s call. For a while he dosed,
then appeared as though he had a foretaste of the joys which
awaited him. He expired, calling upon the name of the Lord
Jesus in his mother-tongue. Thus he died, full of faith, of the
Holy Ghost, and good works. He had his failings, as we all
have. Let us bury them with him in the grave ! but may the
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remembrance of his virtues live in the memories of his rela-
tives and friends. To his partner I would say, Be comfort-
ed with the prospect of your reunion in the skies. To hig
children, Treasure up a recollection of the advice, and follow in
the footsteps, of your excellent parent. To his medical asso-
ciates. You see how piety may be mingled with science, and
especially with that which is deemed most unfavorable to its cul-
tivation ; nor has it shown more conspicuously in any than
in members of your profession where it has obtained a place,
from the days of the beloved physician Luke, to the excellent
Masgon Goode, and our departed friend. On the circle of his
friends, let me impress the importance of treasuring up arecol-
lection of the advice which you have received, and the example
you have had in onc who at once administered to your present
and future welfare. To all, What have ye come for to see, ra-
ther to hear? The improvement of the death of afellow crea-
ture ? Think how soon that case may be yours! Let the cer-
tainty of your dissolution be impressed upon your minds. None
escape—no, not even those that are tlie professed conservators
of others’ lives. These and all fade as doth a leaf. Nay, the Son
of God himself is spared not. The wages of sin is death. You
admit this, but you think all men mortal but yourselves. You
have heard this note sounded so long, that you imagine you have
a lease beyond your fellows: yet bear in remembrance, that
there will be to you a last time to enter the house of prayer,
a last sermon to be heard, a last note of mercy to be heard,
and a last warning to sound in your ears,—and what if this
should be the last sabbath, the last sermon, the last sound of
warning and mercy ?  What are your prospects for the judg-
ment, for eternity 7 Would you have unfolded to you the glories
of lLieaven, or the misery and darkness of the pit of anguish
and despair ? Remember,
Life is the time to serve the Lord,
The time to ensure the great reward ;

And while the lamp holds out to burn
The vilest sinner may return.

Il.—Journal of a Missionary Evcursion up the River Mahé-
nadi. By Rev. W. Brown, of Cuttack.

[For the CALEDTTA CERISTIAN OBSERVER. |

Dec. 18th.—In consequence of the Doctor’s advising Mrs. Brown to take
a journey for the benefit of her health, which had been for some time in a
declining state, I determined on taking a boat, and passing up the Mah4.
na.:li,_ on the banks of which lies a country seldom, if ever, visited by
Missionaries. I therefore embarked this evening, and am preparing for
our voyage to-morrow,
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19th.—Sailed this morning up the river: the hanks presented for some
way nuthing but a barren bed of sand, with a distant view of mountains,
covered with jungle. Arrived at a village named Dihgsshi, very small,
but here Dittarrce preached to the few people who gatliered together.
This evening I visited Dhabaleshwara, a small island at the junction of the
Mahédnadi and Kéjurd: here are many images of Krishna, M:haileh, and
other deities ; but the place is evidently guing to ruins, It is an elevated
island of goud land, situated amidst an immense expanse of water and
sand. Here we addressed the few officiating brahmans, and afterward pas-
sed over to the.mainland, and saw the village, where we gave some books.
Mrs. Brown began to improve in health almost immediately we were on
the water. Had much talk this evening with the brethren who accompa-
nied me on the destruction of Jerusalem ; they seemed much interested.

20th.—Had worship in the Dboat this morning with the hrethren, and
arrived early at Kakari, where we have been preaching at the Héta. I spoke
on the nature of true worship, and Dittarree and Krupadsindhu also spoke.
This assembly was small ; this is a small Sunday market ; we remain here
to-day. The river presented last evening a magnificent sight. The
water was as still as death, and not a breath of wind. The bason or
opening here is some miles in extent, and the watery scene seemed only
bounded by the mountains in the west, the clouds on which reflected till
late the red rays of the declining sun. I felt happy, and resigned to all
that might be my Father’s will. But how often does a different feeling
pervade the mind!

21st.—8et off at day-break, and stayed abont 9 o’clock at Dheopdtnai.
This is a village pleasantly situated amidst wouds on one side and culti-
vated fields on the other. Here the people are of the farmer caste, and
appear to he very comfortable. There is a school. I spoke to the
children, and gave them some books, with which they seemed greatly
pleased. I addressed the people in the midst of the village, and Dittarree
did the same. We directed their attention to the best things, and left
them to pursue our voyage. Passed a hill famous for a temple of Mahadeb.
We ascended by a circuitous path through much jungle. This place is
visited by many pilgrims. I thought, as I surveyed this haunt of idolatry,
when beholding this once beautiful temple, that if Hinduism was in the
same state as the generality of its temples in these secluded spots, its fall
could not Le distant. They seem tobe falling to decay: two or three
solitary bréhmans remain near and perform the usual ceremonies, whilst
all indicates poverty and approaching ruin, This is not the case with
a few favoured spots, supported by the state, or by numerous pilgrimages ;
but this is the aspect of them generally. The river here is as large as the
Thames, and its banks present a beautiful variety of hills and valleys. We
have spoken to-day, and distributed books in four different places. May
the people read them, and be directed to Him who is alone worthy of their
trust and worship!

The woods on the banks of this river are filled with birds of various
species ; we have seen large flocks of peacocks ; various medicinal plants
are here growing wild, and beautiful flowers wasting their sweetness on the
desert air. Also here are mango and lemon trees, inhabited by numerous
monkeys as well as birds ; these trees present a delightful shade to the
solitary traveller who may chance to pass this way. The beauties of the
wilderness are the handyworks of the Almighty. How sweet to meditate
upon them, not less interesting because amidst the desert!

22nd.—Stayed last evening at a village named Bhagapura ; we visited
it, when Dittarree preached, and a few books were distributed. The people
had pever before heard the Gospel, nor seenour books : they at first scru-
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pled to take them, saying they could not understand such wonderful things ;
and their being in the printed charvacter, and on paper instead of tdl leaf,
increased the apparent ditficulty. We however talked kindly to them, and
they took some tracts, promising to study them, and understand them if
possible.  May a divine blessing attend them! The banks of this noble
viver are covered with deep jungle, broken by solitary villages and secluded
temples ; tigers and every kind of animal, common to the country, abound
here. One tiger visited us last night in his nightly rambles, but soon left
us. Stopped at 8 o’clock on a broken rock, where were two or three
fishermen’s huts ; a brahman was also present : we stayed and talked alittle
with these poor people, and pursued our journey. Further up the river,
as the natives informed me, theve isa thickly populated district, with a
reading and intelligent people. I felt very anxious to see them. Abundance
of alligators lying on the sand-banks basking in the sun; many of these
enormous creatures are five or six yards in length ; some of them are very
dangerous, and will attack sheep, cows, and, in some cases, men: they are
amphibious, but seem to prefer sleeping on the sand. Stopped at a place
called Bhygapira, and preached for half an hour in the street. One
intelligent brahman, well read in the shéstras, and many other people, were
preseat. 1 discoursed on the attributes of God, and the way of obtaining
salvation, and Dittarree followed ; they seemed at last disposed to dispute,
and, ourtime for going being come, we gave a few tracts and went to our boat.
Stayed for the night at aplace inhabited by pdiks, a kind of soldiers. They
hold land free of rent ; their tenure is similar to the old feudal tenures in
England. They are bound to attend the rdjé when called upon, to adopt
his quarrels, and fight with neighbouring rajds if desired. These réjés
are much like the kings mentioned in some parts of the Scriptures,
possessing a district of a few miles in extent, with a dominion over the
people, whom they usually cruelly oppress. The wars, or rather quarrels,
between these rival chieftains are frequent, and of course often attended
with much destruction of life and property., The occasional interposition
of the DBritish authorities has lessened the destructive nature of these
affrays, but still they are frequent.

23rd.—Stopped at about 9 o’clock at Subarnapura, or Golden-place : here
are two temples of Mahddeb, in tolerable repair ; the village, as usual, is not
large. The principal people assembled, and I spoke at some length, answer-
ing common objections and stating the outline of the doctrine of the
Bible ; they heard with much attention, and I regretted I could not stay
longer ; we left some books and proceeded. Stayed for the night at a
miserable-looking village called Nudpétné : the people fled at our approach,
and we could not tell them the good tidings we had for them. The Lord
can enlighten them, and make them to know the joyful sound, and to trust
to the Saviour’s atonement. May they soon cast away their miserable idols,
and feel their need of the Redeemer! It is melancholy to reflect upon their
condition, spiritually and temporally ;—they are held fast by Satan’s bon-
dage, and oppressed by unfeeling superiors ; they are alike destitute of the
hopes of heaven and the comforts of earth.

24th.—Arrived early this morning at Simulapura ; here, after a little
patience, we got the people to hear us. Dittarree preached in two places,
and Bhikdri, a promising young man, lately baptized, who accompanies me,
also spoke to the people ; the opportunity was encouraging, and a few books
were distributed.

This is a more cultivated district, and the people seem industrious and
happy. They heard with some attention the word of life. May the
seed thus sown be productive of a harvest another day. Stopped at midday
at a temple of Durgs situated on a hill, Many officiating brdhmans were
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present. Formerly human sacrifices were offered to this dark and bloady
deity, but goats are now substituted for human victims. The temple is
ascended by numerocus steps, and appears in good condition. We had
merely a rambling sort of conversation with the people, and returned to
the boat : the bréhmans seemed confident of Durga's divinity and power,
and it was a waste of time, to all human appearance, to stay. Stopped for
the night in & most desolate place, surrounded on all sides by woods and
sand-banks. At the bottom of a hill, at a small distance from the river,
is a sort of village inhabited hy people of infamous character: many mur.
ders and rolberies are attributed to them. The terror of the hoatmen
was evinced in their carefully avoiding their side of the river. Several
brébmans, going on pilgrimage, begged to remain near our boat during the
night, as they felt sure that the thieves would not venture to attack a
sdhil’s party. The sitnation of their village seems to be quite suitable
to those practices which are 