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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

September, 1836.

1.—4 Sketch of Chhoté Nagpur*.

Chhotd Nigpur, in contradistinction to Bard or Bhainsi
Nigpur, or more properly Chutida Nagpur, from its ancient
capital Chutid, now a petty village about a kos from Kishen-
pur, is bounded on the north by the Deonad or the Dimudat ;
on the east by Pachit or ’anchlkot and Pitkum ; on the south
by Gingpur and Singbhum ; and on the west by Surgujis,
Palimo, and the Aminat. Its length from east to west is
nearly 120 miles, its breadth from north to south about 60
miles; and the superficial area almost 7,200 English square
miles. TIts Dboundaries are now considerably altered. For,
some hundred years ago, the whole of Rimgarh, as well as
several other places, was included within Chhotd Nagpur. It
contains 45 parganis.

The capital of the rdji was at first Sutidmbe, Lis birth-place ;
next Chutid; then Doisd; afterwards Maharij-ganj; the pre-
sent chief city is Pilkot, which is about 30 miles 8. W. of
Kishenpur. It is remarkable for the chain of hills, with which
it is on one side fortiied. The present raji is Mahardj
Jagannith Sah Deo. The other principal towns are,—

Kishenpur, called by the natives Ranchi (though they are dis-
tinct from each other), where Captain T. Wilkiuson, Governox
General’s Agent on the S. W. frontier of the British dominions
in India, resides and holds his court. A Munsefi kacheri is also
held here; the present munsef is Shaikh Shujiyat Ali. This place,
moreover, containus a school for the education of the boys in the
Euglish language, patronized by the Agent. This school will
be a lasting monument of Captain Wilkinson’s liberality.

* This sketch is from the hand of a young native, now employed in the
Huigli College, of very respectable attainments and considerable observa-
tion. Sutisfying ourselves with some omissions of less intevesting matter
and a few necessary corrections of the language, we have left the idiomatism
of the style to speak for itself, both in fairness to our worthy correspon-
dent, and as believing he will prove more interesting to most of our read.
ers in his own simple dress than if modified into an almost English
writer.—Eb.

t The same that waters many of the districts of Bengél. The Nig.
purians give it the name of Deonad.
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Dorandd,—where the Rimgarh Light Infantry Battalion is
stationed, now under the command of Captain H. Lawrence
of the 67th N. I. Here isalso a company of Local Horse, and
the present Resilehddr is Amir Beg. Every part of the
cantonments is kept very clean, and the sipihis are under a
discipline, that forms a decisive testimony to the vigilance of
the commanding-officer.

Chutia, the former capital. Here is an excellent stone-build-
ing, mow in a dilapidated state, for the accommodation of a
Hindu idol, since removed to Pilkot.

Lohardaga, where John Davidson, sq. the senior assistant
to the Agent, resides and holds his kachheri. This is a fine
city, containing shops of almost every description; whereas
in other cities, those who wish to make purchases are obliged
to wait till the day on which the petid (or fair) takes place.

Chhotd Nigpur is a hilly tract of land, and to give a
separate account of every range of hills would be tedious;
suffice it to say, that the ghdats of Pithiurid, Umedanda, and
several others in Koching, the scene of the late disturbances,
are conspicuous objects. When I have said that this is a hilly
tract, it would be superfluous to add that a number of small
streamns intersect every part of it, The rivers of any note
that water Chhotd Nagpur, are the Koil, the Sank, the Kuil,
the Deonad, the Karo, the Karkari, the Kdnchi, the Rarha,
the Jimir, the Lohagarh, the Mirti, and the Suwarnarekha,
which last contains snakes of so monstrous a size, that, it is
reported, they swallow up men and buffaloes whole and entire.

It is impossible to state the amount of the population ; for
the sources from whence I had hoped to obtain information,
afforded me none on this head ; in fact, I could find no data
whereupon to establish an opinion. Putting foreigners out of
consideration, the Nigbangshis and the Kols constitute the
population, of whom the latter form the majority. The Nig-
bangshis (so called on account of their having been descended
from Nigs or serpents) take a pride in their being closely or
remotely allied to the Mahdrdja’s family, and thinl it derogatory
to them to engage themselves in any occupation whatever, but
are content with the produce of tle land they have received
from the raji. It is a singular custom in Nagpur, and I
believe in many other places, to share the estate of the
deceased rdji, in equal portions between the heir-apparent and
the Kuadr Sihibs, his brothers ; and this system has deluged
this place with a host of zeminddrs. "T'his too, I am confident,
will, after some four or five generations, put a period to the
power of the rdjé ; since the descendants of a petty zemindir
will become more wealthy, and consequently more powertul
than the riji himself,
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The Kols, who constitute the majority of the population,
are again subdivided into two classes :—1, The Mundds; and
, The Urdons, or proper Kols*, whecreof the former are
the aborigines of Chhotd Nigpur. The latter, though they
have now spread over every part of it, came originally
from Ruhidds-garh, near the Sone in Behir, which they left on
account of their rdja’s losing his power,—Nhis territory, as it is
said, falling under the dominion of the Moghals.

The revenue of the rdji, deducting of "course what is now
become the property of the zeminddrs, (which is almost treble
of what he receives,) is computed at about 81,000 rupees, of
which 14,000 rupees arc given to the Hon’ble East India
Company’s Government, as malguzdri or rent,

T'he clinate, though warm, is rainy, and often chilly. During
the hot seasons of the year the natives use the rezai (or quilt)
in the latter part of the night; the most laborious man is
geldom seen to perspire, as much as he would do in Bengil,
and the pankhia here is seldlom used. Rain is common
almost to all the seasons, and during the hot season an into-
lerable westerly wind prevails. The spring, the happiest time
of the year, lasts almost but for a few days. Still the pleasure
derived from it is very great,—a pleasure which our friends
within the di¢ch hardly experience. After the sun has descend-
ed below the horizon, a walk through the fields at this time,
when all nature teems with her varied productions, and when
a breeze, inexpressibly sweet, plays with our ekpattds, and the
ddmans of our chapkans, is no ordinary gratification. Yet, per-
haps to humble us in the midst of our wealth or power, the dura-
tion of spring is short, very short. For even while thus fearlessly
enjoving a pure and innocent satisfaction, lo! a northern blast
appears, darkens the atmosphere with clouds, and makes us
betake ourselves to our heels for shelter from the coming storm.

The Origin of the Kolst.

I have hardly left any expedient untried to arrive at a
knowledge of the origin of the Mundis, as well as of the
Uraons. But all my inquiries on the subject have proved
unsuccessful ; for neither they themselves, nor the Nigbang-
shis, who are more enlightened, and whose immediate depen-
dents, and I may say servants, the Kols have been from some
hundreds of years, could give me the least information. Nor
is this to be wondered at: for they keep no record, or rather,
in truth, they have no means of keeping any record, of events

* The Uréons, or Urangan Thékurs,as they are called among themselves,
are properly denominated Kols. It i is, therefore, an error to calla Mundd,
a Kol.

+ The term Ko/, as used in the following pages, is not confined to the
Urédons : it mcludes, though less properly, the Mundés likewise.
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befalling them either as a nation or as individuals.  True, tra-
dition, 1n ancient times, partially obviated the necessity of his-
torical writings ; but tradition supposes a tolerable advancement
in society, and unless the people are socially inclined (unlike
the generality of the barbarous and hilly tribes) and disposed
to a reciprocal communication of thoughts and ideas touching
the well-being of all, tradition can hardly be said to exist.
The Kols, after spending the wlhole day in perfect drudgery
and all sorts of slavish occupation, give up the first part of the
night to sensual gratifications, and the latter to rest; and
who would be found among them so foolish as to puzzle his
brains with the vain recital of events that had occurred even but
some twenty or thirty years before ? Hence, in the absence of
tradition, there is an utter extinction of all memory of events,
public or private.

The only remedy for this is by committing occurrences to
writing : this they cannot have recourse to, since they do not
possess so much as an alphabet. If it be objected that the Nigari
characters are common to them as well as to those that talk
Hindui, I may reply, that since their language does not bear the
remotest affinity to the Hindui, it is after all but reasonable to
expect (keeping of course the utility of writing different lan-
guages by one sct of characters out of consideration) that they
would require to possess a number of letters, as faithful
representatives of their peculiar langnage, not to be found
in the Nagari.

Appearance and Habits.

The complexion of the Kols is extremely dark; and though
the majority of them have the members of their bodies sym-
metrical euough (as far as I can judge of symmetry), yet many
circumstances have combined to make them appear to us ugly
and deformed. They have amongst them either Roman or flat
noses, but generally of a sort between the two. Their lips are
mostly a lttle turned out, and their faces are usually more
round than oval. Most of them suffer their hair to grow,
which instead of combing and reducing like their Chinese bre-
thren to a simple Zai/, they wrap up after the manner of a
Hindu darwesh. For this they assign a plausible reason :—they
say, that it is nothing more than a mourning for the loss of their
independence.  When at Rubidds-garh they had a rjé of
their own, upon the abolition of whose rijiship they took up
their abode in Chhotd Nigpur, and can in no way better ex-
press their inward discontent at the change, than by such
external marks; veritfying at the same time the excellent
aphorism—

¢ Khair-i darwesh har jan-i darwesh.”
“ The wrath of the poor darwesh falls only on himself.”
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The above observations are, however, applicable solely to
the Uraons. The Mundis, as has been remarked before, are
the aborigines of this country ; and having no reason to mourn
the loss of any kingdom, they seruple not to cut their hair when-
ever it proves heavy and troublesome ; thongh there may be
found o few who take a delight to be like their neighbours in
this respect, only not from the same motive.

The dress of the Kols, if dress it can be called, fully ex-
presses their poverty. Aristocracy indeed, puffed up with vanity,
shudders at beholding them, much more at the idea of mixing
with them. Humanity, on the contrary, would eagerly step
forward, and compassionately testify the pity that reigns
within. And who can suppress his feelings of commiseration
when he sees a multitude of his brethren suffering all the
extremes of misery, and exposed day and night to the incle-
mency of the weather ? Surely no man who pretends to possess
a spark of rationality, can be so obdurate and callous as to
refrain from saving, “ I am a man, and all calamities touching
humanity, come home to me.”

But to proceed with their habiliments : Their dress discovers
not only their poverty, but also their position in the lowest
scale of civilization. Their mode of dressing, even when they
can procure a few yards of coarse cloth, confirms it. The
women especially, quite unconscious of what constitutes female
beauty in a civilized world, dress indifferently any how; and
thus instead of improving the gifts which nature bestows with
such an unsparing hand, (as many of their sex would fain essay
to do) they have universally produced an artificial deformity.
They, one and all, wear their sdri (at the utmost a yard and
half in length) below the navel, and tie it so that their sto-
machs, having nothing to compress their dimensions, assume an
appearance almost treble the size of the head itself! And it is
not a little to be regretted that the young Kolhins, ere they are
mature enough for matrimonial engagements, lose their charms
simply on account of an enormous stomach, ill-proportioned
to the rest of the body ! But thisis not all: the breasts, which
for decency’s sake (asis the case with every nation that has
madc any progress, however inconsiderable, towards civilization)
ought to be covered, are without any scruple invariably left
exposed; and this, methinks, is a sufficient argument of their
still grovelling in a state approximating to barbarism.

The Kols, as I have observed before, being extremely poor,
we should not wonder when we hear that far from enjoying
the luxury of a plentiful diet, the majority of them do not,
I should say cannot, obtain even two meals a day. Their food
consists simply of boiled rice or merud (a species of corn), and
dal and nimak (salt) are the sum of the variety; to which if
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an addition of fish or flesh be made, it is considered princely !
Their drink is the pure element; and though they make use
of strong liquors, it is for the purpose of intoxication, and is
never used at meal time.

As for the distinctions which the Hindu shdstras prescribe,
they are in no wise tronbled with them ;—cows, buffaloes, deer,
sheep, hogs, goats, rats, mice, all sorts of fowls; among the
reptiles, snakes ; of the amphibious creatures, frogs, &e. &e. are
eaten; and if the testimony of boys is entitled to any credit,
the flesh of the tiger has more than once been tasted !

The Kolhins are excellent songstresses; and though they
have no knowledge of the six rdgs and the thirty-six rdginis,
their melodious way of singing is not a little pleasing. To
see these jetty daughters of Chhotd Nagpur pass through the
fields chanting forth melodiously, at a time when the ruler of
the day, after having run his diurnal race, is dimly glimmering
from the edge of the eastern horizon, all red and all magni-
ficent,—is a spectacle indced pleasing. Men as well as women,
dindis and dindis*, living in the same village, assemble together
every evening; and as a madol (a sort of tom-tom resembling
the mridanga of the Bengili’s) is played upon, they alter-
nately sing aund dance, till about the twelfth hour of the
night; when they repair to their respective abodes, lie down
on their beds (if these can pretend to be so called), and resign
themselves, as it were, to a temporary cessation of life.

The manner of their dancing is not altogether unsystemati-
cal, nor wholly uninteresting. They join arm-in-arm, and,
forming long rows, pass through a series of evolutions that can
hardly fail to gratify one who has a heart susceptible of plea-
surable feelings.

The Kols are neither ingenious nov industrious, but prone to
dulness and insipidity rather than to activity and sprightliness.
They are, moreover, uncommonly dirty in their habits; and their
indifference to their manner of dressing, while eating any thing
and lying any where, heightens their ugliness; and on a near
approach, a smell is usually emitted from their bodies, that
is very offensive. 'I'he form of addressing a Kol or a Kolhin,
is Bard or Bari, as o #e and ogo are in vogue in Bengil. Thus,
if you have to ask a Kol where is his house, you may proceed :
* Bard | ghar kahdn ?” The last word of their answer is in-
variably marked by a stronger emphasis. The answer to the
question is ¢ Hindpiri) Q. ¢ Hindpiri ?” 4. “ Ho.” Q.
“ Toharin kaun zat bard?” 4. ¢ Hamrin Urdon?” Q. “ Urdon?”
A. “Ho.” Here the words Hindpiri, Urion, and Ho, (Yes)
are more than commonly lengthened out. If you ask a Kolhin

* Dindd means a bachelor, and dindi a virgia.
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carrying a basket on her head, ¢ Chaul hai, Bari ?”" The answer
is ¢ Nakkhi;” 1. e. No.

The huts in which live the Kols ave extremely mean aud nasty,
thatched with straw or the dried leaves of trees. These they
build so low too, that a boy of tourteen or fifteen is obliged to in-
cline a little forward to make his ingress. They have, morcover,
no windows to let the air in; so that were it not for the thou-
sands of holes and crevices already made, though unintention-
ally, it would be impossible for them to perceive each other
within the doors of their houses.

[To be continued in our next.]

I1.—Essay on the Invisible World, founded on Isaiah xxviii.
18— Your covenant with death shall be disannuliled, and
your agreement with hell shall not stand.”

From these words I propose, first, to inquire into the various applica-
tions of a term found in them, not always sufficiently distinguished ; and
then to enforce the solemn declaration they contain.

1. I shall first, then, trace the sundry acceptations of the term hell
feund in the second clause. In doing so I must be excused for making
reference to the original languages of the Scriptures ; in consideration,
that, while unavoidable in itself, that reference alone can put us into
possession of a distinct understanding, not of this passage only, but of a
multitude of others, as well as of a prominent article of our creed, The
word hell, then, is found to bear three applications in our Bible ; to signify
—1, the grave—2, the world of spirits—3, the place of future punishment
and suffering to the wicked. But while the English word ae/ is used in
three meanings, it is the translation but of two separate terms in the
original languages.

1. The Hebrew word used in either of the two first senses is sheol,
which means insaticte, always craving, and so very aptly expresses the
universal subjection of man to the sentence of death passed upon all, and
which opens at length a grave for every individual of our race. Hence
Solomon says in his Proverbs, ¢ there are three things that are never
satisfied :—the grave,” which swallows all the living ; ¢ the earth, that is
not filled with water,” still unsaturated, drinking incessantly ; ‘and the
fire, that saith not, it is enough,” but continues to devour while aught is
left to be consumed. The word here used for the grave is sheol, the
insatiate, the ever.craving, never-full, the pit or charnel house of the
millions of all ages.

Other passages having the same word in a like sense are the following
among many. ‘ The Lord killeth and maketh alive; he bringeth down
to the grave and Lringeth up.’—1 Sam. ii. 6. “ My days are past, my
purposes are broken off : even the thoughts of my heart; if I wait,” i. e.
though still alive, yet ready to perish, ““the grave is my house,” into
which I must speedily descend.—Job xvii. 13, ¢ O Lord, deliver my soul ;
for in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall
give thee thanks ?”~—Ps. vi. 5. And speaking of those * that trustin their
wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches,” he says,
Ps. xlix. 14— Like sheep they are laid in the grave—in the hell,”
prayer-book Translation ;—‘ death shall feed on them ; and their beauty
shall consume in the grave from their dwelling, and the upright shall
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have dominion over them in the morning ;' (i. e. of the resurrec-
tion) “ for God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave; for
he shall receive me.” An assurance again repeated in Hosea xiii. 14.—
I will ransom them (the righteous) from the power of the grave, I will
redeem from death.” And to conclude, as an incitement to a diligent use of
time and its opportunities, the wise man in Eccl. ix. 10, exhorts every
man,—* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for
there is no work. nor wisdom, nor device, nor knowledge in the grave,
whither thou goest.” Descended there, it is too late to acquire knowledge
neglected in life, to perform virtues forgotten in the season of worldly
business and enjoyment, or to secure a happiness which must be the
reward of persevering piety, purity and righteousness, for which the grave
affords neither place nor opportunity., The foregoing are passages in
which sheol is rendered properly the grave : in the following it is transla.
ted hell, with the same meaning. “ The way of life is above to the wise,
that he may depart from kel beneath,” i. e. his wise preference, while
yet above or on the earth, of virtue to vice, of piety to sin, and his prudent
care to avoid the excesses that hurry the dissipated and thoughtless to-
the tomb, secure him a happy enjoyment of his term of being, and rescue
him from an untimely grave ; at least so far as that is the result of man's
imprudence or excess. So the Prophet Habakkuk, ii. 5, connecting in like
manner death and hell or the grave, gives the same reason Solomon
had done for the application of the word sheo! to denote it—< He that
transgresseth by wine is a proud man,” not humble enongh to repent of
his sin and take warning from God’s merciful revelations :—yet God knows
he that stupifies his reason, and reduces himself to the insensibility, or
the madness, or the filthiness of an unreasoning brute, has little reason
to be proud of his beastly degradation — He that transgresseth by wine
is a proud man ; who enlargeth his desire (after his sottish indulgence) as
hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied ;" ever craving the intoxicating
supply that will be his destruction, as unceasingly as the grave that is
ever swallowing down the living. Again, ¢ hell and destruction are never
full,” says Solomon ; *“ so the eyes of man are never satisfied”—Prov. xvii,
20, referring to the incessant cravings of a covetous man, of whom, he else.
where says,  There is no end of his labour ; neither is his eye satisfied
with riches.”—Eccl. iv. 8. ¢“ He that loveth silver will not be satisfied with
silver ; nor he that loveth abundance with increase; and what good is
there to the owners thereof, save the beholding with their eyes™ of the
useless accumulations of their avarice > —Eccl. v. 11. In the same sense,
David in 2 Sam. xxii. 6, says, referring to the fear he had been in, under the
persccution of Saul, of being captured and slain, “ the sorrows of hell,”
i. e. the agony a man feels when death stares him in the face at every turn
—<<the sorrows of hell compassed me about : the snares of death prevented
me,” were ever before me, and, whichever way I turned, alarmed me for my
safety. And lastly, in Rev. xx. 13, the same connexion is exhibited, when in
the vision of the future world, of the end of all things and the general
resurrection to final judgment, it is said that ¢ the sea gave up the dead
which were in it, death and Ael/ delivered up the dead which were in
them ;” i. e. whether dissolved in the depths of the ocean, or mouldering in
the graves of earth, the bodies of all the dead shall be restored, and death
shall be no more.

2. Of the second sense of the word he/l as denoting the place of separ-
ate spirits, the state of the dead generally, not merely the womb of the
earth, those silent graves which contain their mouldering bodies, but the
receptacle of their disembodied and separate spirits, a number of passages
might be bLrought in proof, a few of which shall presently be adduced.
But 1 shall premise, that for the Hebrew sheol, having both these applica-
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tions, i. e. meaning hoth the grave and the place of spirits, and rendered
hell in English, the Greek translation is hades, meaning he invisible state,
the place unseen, unexplored by an eye of flesh, unknown to the multitude
of the living. Thus, in all the passages 1 have quoted where the Ilebrew
word is sheo/, and is rendered in English, as we hive scen, hell or the grave ;
itis inthe Greek translation called either death or hades, the invisible state,
the concealed place; and that whether denoting the earthly grave which
conceals the corrupting bodies of the dead from the sight of the living, or
that wocld ov place unseen, unknown —¢ the bourne from which no traveller
hath returned,’—where the separate spirits of the dead are assembled and
reserveil to the final resurrection. This is the common use of the word
in the Greek tongue, of which abundant examples might be produced from
the poets and other writers whose native language it was. The description
given of Hadesdistinguishes it in this latter sense from the grave, and seems
indeed to intimate this to be the first and proper meaning of the word,
the grave being only a secondary application gathered from it. For when
& man has departed, while his spirit 1s in Hades, a region unknown, his body
of flesh lies hidden within the tomb. T'o denote the fixed continuance of
souls in this state, not again permitted to visit the world of the living,
Hades was represented as having an entrance diligently closed and fasteued,
upon thuse once entered, forbidding return. Disembodied spirits were
its inhabitants. Job calls it * the house appointed for all living.” ‘The
Greeks say, *“ all men go to Hades;” ** both just and unjust go to Hades,”
say the Latins.  <¢ Hell from beneath,” saith Isaiah of theking of Babylon,
whose speedy death he announces—¢¢ [1ell from beneath is moved for thee
to ineet thee at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee, all the chief
ones of the earth ; all they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also
become weak as we ? art thou become like unto us ?” (Isa. xiv. 9.)

While tlades was, then, the common receptacle of all, it was always divid-
ed into two sepirate and very different states—Elysium and Tartarus. In
the former, a place of pure enjoyment, were assembled the spirits of the
good: inthe latter those of the wicked were subjected to the puuishments
of their crimes. This latter word T'artarus is that translated Hell in 2 Pet.
ii. 4, as the place to which the rebellious angels were consigned by the
Almighty —*“ Gud spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell (raprapwras—to Tartarus in Greek), and delivered them into chains of
darkness to be reserved unto judgment.”  In hell,” said our Saviour in
Lulce xvi. 23, of the selfish and luxurious rich man, who diedand was buried
—*“in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and seeth Abraham afar
off, and Lazarus in his bosom ;”—and there, while his pampered corpse lies
rotting in the grave, his unhappy spirit, alive to all the wretchedness of an
unholy condition, experiences the torments of conscience, scorching him up
as a flame, but unlike that Aume incapable of putting an end to his niseries.
The word here is Hades, not Tartarus, which as well as Elysium (called
by the Jews Puradise or Abraham’s bosom) was a division of Hades or
Hell taken generally. It was not then, because he was in Hades in the
general sense, that Dives was in torment, but because he was in Tar-
tarus,—in that abode of sorrow where unrighteousness meets its terrible
punishment. Lazarus was equally in hell, but was comforted ¢ in Abra-
ham’s bosom,” in the Paradise of the blest. Thus our Saviour said to the
penitent thief—¢ This day shalt thou be with me in Parudise.”” ‘This
explanation clears up the vbscurity of that article of the creed in which we
profess a belief that, after and distinctly from his death and bhurial, Christ
‘descended into kell,” i. e. into Hades—not, of course, into that division of
it which is inhabited by the wicked, but into that Puradise of which he had
given so comfortable an assurance to the repentant malefactor. It seems a
barsh and unwarranted assertion to many, that our blessed Saviour,after a

V. 3 M
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life of sorrow terminated by a painful and ignominious death, should be
still further necessitated, and that after he had himself declared his work
of merey to be finished, his labours and suffering for the salvation of man.
kind to he accomplished, to descend also to experience the torments of the
damned; but the difficulty disappears before a proper understanding of
the subject. He descended into Hudes, the paradisiacal of course—i. e. his
spirit was separated absolutely from his body ; and while the latter was
deposited in the sepulchre, the former entered the unseen world, and mixed,
for a season, with the happy spirits who there yet await the resurrection to
complete their felicity. In thesame view the Psalmist is quotedin Actsii. 31.
by St. Peter, as having foreseen and spoken *‘ of the resurrection of Christ,
when he rejoiced that his soul was not left in hell, neither did his flesh
see corruption.” The meaning of the article in the creed, then, is, that
our Saviour actually died as others die—that he did not merely fall into
a trance, ¢ swoon away or mevely appear to die, as there were not wanting
hereticks to pretend, and in that state was buried’—for otherwise his
resurrection were also unreal, and so the whole fabric of Christianity must
fall to the ground—since, as St. Paul asserts, <“if Christ be not risen, then
is our faith as Clristians vain and useless, and we are yet in our sins,”
deprived of the benefit of his death and resurrection alike. But so far
from any doubt as to his actual death, his spirit descended also into Hades ;
went, as other disembodied spirits do, to the unseen world; and there
continued during the period that his body was in the tomb. Hence, when
that very body, before it had time to see corruption, to decay and putrify,
as the DPsalmist had prophesied, was raised again and endowed with new
and perpetual life, the spivit of Christ also rose again from the dead, with
whom lie was, and again took up its abode with it for a short while on
earth, till in it © he ascended into heaven’ and  forever sat down ou the
right hand of God.” It will appear evident, then, that Paradise and
Heaven are two different states : the former the Elysium of Hades, which
receives the spirits of the just till the resurrection; the latter, the ultimate
abode of angels and glorified men «fter the resurrection and last judgment.

3. The third meaning given to Hell is in its peculiar application to the
place of punishment to which evil men and angels are consigned. Now
while Hell, as a translation of Hades, denotes the entire of the unseen
world, whether Elysium or Tartarus: to express this latter alone, another
word, also translated hel/, is always used in the New Testament,—and that
word is Gehenna, which always denotes the place of the damned only. Tt isa
purely Hebrew term, and properly means the valley of Hinnom, a person
so called to whom the valley had belonged, his name being transferred to it ;
and was subscquently made to signify Tartarus, the abode of the wicked in
Hades. This valley wascontiguoustoJerusalem, and from the accounts given
in 2 Kings (xxiii. 10), 2 Chron. (xviii. 3), and Jeremiah (xix. 2—5 ; xxxii.
85), appears to have been used, at a period when the idolatries to which the
Jews were so prone were at their height, for the purpose of those horrible
rites in which children were burnt alive as offerings to Baal, Moloch, or
the Sun, with many other abominations learned from the surrounding
nations,—abominations for which they were so often and so signally punish-
ed. From the circumstances of drums called Toph, such probably as are
in ordinary use in this country, being leaten, to create i loud nvise and
so drown the agonizing cries of the hapless victims thus cruelly sacrificed
to infamous idols, the place came also to be named Tophet, as you may
see in Isa. xix. 6. The good king Josiah, as stated in 2 Kings (xxiii. 10),
when he restored the pure worship of the Almighty, and destroyed the
prevailing idolatries, pulling down the idol temples, breaking the images,
and expelling the priests of Baal, concluded by defiling Tophet, by accu-
mulating intoit all the filth of the city, for the consuining of which continual
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fires were kept up. Jeremiah nlso prophesied suhsequently a general slaugh-
ter there of the Jews by the armies of the Babylonians, permitted by God
in punishment of their obstinacy in sin,—a slaughter that should procure
for the valley of Hinnom the appellation of ““the valley of slaughter.” And
Lsaiah (Ixvi. 24), declared that “people should go ferth and look upon the
carcases of the men that had transgressed against God ; for their worm
should not die, ueither should their fire be quenched, and they should be
an abhorring to all flesh.” Such is the history of Tophet, Gehenna, or the
valley of Hinnom ; and subsequently, a place in which so many abominations
had been practised, which was afterwards so deeply defiled, where so much
slaughter had been made of the rebellious, where carcases had putrified and
the worm had a lengthened feast, where every filth and abomination was col-
lected and constant fires were kept upto consume it,—a place so abominable
and accursed, presenting such an accumulation of horrors, was in process
of time made a fit emblem of that hell where wickedness meets its punish-
ment; a dreadful punishment, to which our Saviour himself applies, as an
affecting image of its extent and continuance, the language already used of
Toplet, * where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ! apply-
ing what is terrible to the body, to figure the unseen but certain miseries
of the finally impenitent hereafter. This word Gehenna, is the word
rendered hkel! in our version, and used by our Saviour when he refers to
Tartarus only, or the vegious of the damned. Thus in Matt. x. 28, he
exhorts, *“ Fear not themn which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
svul”-—dread not the persecutors of the preachers of righteousness, however
much they may afftict you in the honest discharge of your high commission,
—*“ but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell”” 'To the proud, hypocritical, iniquitous, oppressive, murderous Phari-
sees he said (Mat. xxiii. 33), ¢ Ye serpeuts, ye generation of vipers, how
can ye escape the damnation of hell!” Of the tungue of the blasphemer,
profane swearer, and maliguant venter of curses upon his fellow man, St.
James says, (iii. 6,) “it isset on fire of kell;”’ and “ better,” says Christ (in
St. Mark ix. 43, £5,47,) “ better it is for thee to enter the kingdom of God
halt or maimed,” i. e. as the figure explains itself, at any present sacrifice
or cost or self-denial,  than haviog two hands or two feet or two eyes,”
retaining all the supposed pleasures and advantages of sin, *“ to be cast into
hell_fire,” the fire of Gehenna, Tophet, or Tartarus, to be partakers in the
condemnation and punishment of fallen angels and rebellivus men. 1t is
in the third sense of Gehenna that most people now use and understand
the word hell in English ; and though at first sight it might seem stranga
that it should bear such various applications, yet it is in truth a very
suitable word in all the three meanings we have seen given teo it, exactly
answering to the Greek Hades—to kefl, meaning in old Euglish, to hide,
conceal or cover over; so that the participial He/l will denote a place or
state hidden and councealed ; and that whether it be the grave which covers
the bodies of the dead, or the abode of spirits, whether Elysium or 1'artarus,
Paradise or Gehenna, where the happiness of the blest and the torments
of the dumned are alike at present concealed from our observation.
Happily, however, such sufficient revelation is mercifully made of both, as
by God’s grace, if we be wise, willing and ohedient, shall save us from
the miseries of the one, and exalt us in due season to the felicities of
the other.

II. We now proceed, in the second place, to enforce the solemn de-
claration, as a proper practical application of the preceding inquiries.
“ Your covenant with death shall be disannulled, &c.”

'This is language addressed by the Prophet of God—*¢ the God of the whole
earth,” ““the creator of all things and judge of all men,” to those in his
day who, heedless of threatened “judgments, regardless of reiterated coun-
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eels to repentance and amendment, ©“ made lies their refuge, and despised
the long-suffering of the Lord.” They ““rejected the counsel of God againat
themselves,” and treated his message of merey with scorn. Whevefore,
‘“ Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye scornful men—Dbecause ye have said,
We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement ;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto
us. Behold, judgment also will I lay to the line, and rightesusness to the
plummet ; und your covenant with death shall bo disannulled, and your
agreement with hell shall not stand ; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, then shall ye be trodden down by it.”  And if such
was the insecurity of the impious and unbelieving, the hardened and
rebellious, in reference to impending temporal judgments, how much more
awfully defenceless their condition in regard to the eternal world! Whilst
there is life thereis hope,—Dbut ““as the treefallsso shallit lie,” isthe solemn
assurance of Scripture on this all-important matter. T'he present lighter
chastisements are intemded to warn where mercies have not won from
wilys that lead to death, and after death to vengeance and retribution,
““ For it is appointed unto ull men ouce to die, ind after death is the judg-
ment”’—death onee inflicted, there are no after times of promise, nor
further space for repentance or season for amendment. Judgment, and
judginent alone, will then succeed,~—a solemn and serious assurance that
should arouse Lhe most thoughtless and startle the most secure. And are
there not of these ‘scornful men’ in our times,—uien “ who make 4 mock at
sin,” affect to make light of the terrors of judgment,and stifle the misgiv-
ings of conscience by the deadly draught of infidelity, or drown its voice by
the obstreperous and boisterous pleasures of the world, the flesh and the
devil 2—who, in short, “ make lies their refuge, and under falsehood have
hidden themselves ?”—but in vain ; for in the lunguage of the Prophet,
“ Death at length shall sweep away the refuge of livs, and the floods of
judgment overflow the hiding place.” But wlile some in the audacious.
ness of united depravity and folly, mingled perversion of intellect and
obliquity of heart, provoke their own destruction, and dare the Almighty
to his face; others equally in danger, while they cannot disbelieve his
truth, and dare not reject his vevelation, are yet the slaves of the world,
the captives of Satan, the willing servants of appetite and sin—as deprav.
ed but not so audacious as the uthers, as sensual but not so impioug—
therefore, their unholy hopes, too, are but *“ refuges of lies, that shall be
swept away ;" their unsanctified palliations of willing irreligion and ungod-
liness, ¢ hiding places that shall be overflown” by an impartial judgment;
a judgment that will give ** to every man as his work shall be;” * to them
that are contentious and do hot obey the truth, but oliey unrighteousness
rather, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of
man that doeth evil ; but glory, honor and peace to every man that doeth
good. For there is no respect of persons with God, to whom be glory and
honor now and for ever™® !” CINSURENSIS.

—

111.—O0n the Influence of Fuaith in the spread of the Gospel,

That the spread of Christianity in India is not as rapid ng
Clristians wish it to be, may be asserted without feur of ¢oi-
tradiction : that it is not as rapid as it might be, would not,
perhaps, be difficult to prove : but without attempting this, the

* Though agreeing in many respects with our correspondent, we do not hol .
eelves responsibie for all the statements of the preceding essay'. ~—En. old our
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writer of the following article would offer a few thoughts for
the cousideration of those who labour and pray that ¢ the will
of God may be done on earth as it is in heaven,” on the import-
ance of cultivating a spirit of faith; a principle which appears,
under both the old and new dispensations, to have exercised the
most powerful influence in the maintenance and spread of divine
truth over the earth.  * T'his is the vietory which overcometh
the world, even our faith.”—1 John v. 4.

T'o human agency has been committed, by the great Head of
the church, the work of promulgating the Gospel; but it is
scarcely necessary to observe, that this is a work which requires
enterprise of no common order. Wlen, irrespectively of the
word of God, the difficulties moral and physical, which lie in the
way of the couversion of the world, are considered, one would
hardly fail to conclude, that such an event is neither probable nor
possible. ' Will a nation change its gods ? Can systems of reli-
gion that have been adopted from time immemorial, be over-
turned 7 Can depravity so widely spread and so deeply rooted
as it is in the heathen world, be eradicated? Can a handful of
Christian Missionaries effect any thing in so wide a field >—are
questions which a mind, unassisted by divine testimony, would
answer in the negative. 'l'o faith, however, the couversion of
the world to God is not only possible, but certain; for it
reposes on his declaration who has said, ** As truly as I live, all
the eaxrth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.”

Now it i3 easy to perceive, that a belief in such a declaration
is calculated to awaken the most powerful emotions in a bene-
volent and holy mind, and to lead to evangelical enterprise equal
to any difficulties which the world may present. Such an in-
stance has been afforded us in the conduct of the holy Apos-
tles of Christ, who went forth to subdue the nations that were
far from God and righteousness to the obedience of the Gos-
pel.  Circumstances wore unpropitious than those which attend
them in their setting out on their glorious enterprise, cannot be
imagined. In a worldly point of view, all things were against
them. Nor were they uneonscious of the unparalleled magni-
tude of their work, and the difficulties which attended it ; but
they were men “ full of the Holy Spirit and of faith,” and their
motto was, ** We cando all things through Christ, who strength-
eneth us.” * If God be for us, who can be against us?” Inspir-
ed with these sentiments, what determination of purpose, what
untiredness of effort, what patience in tribulation, what confi-
dence of success did they display even unto death, and thus they
became the glory of the chureh and the adimiration of the wor'ld
to the end of time! Nor are we without evidence in modern
times, of the power of faith to awaken Christian enterprise.
Both the past and the present centuries have afforded instances
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of evangelical effort for the conversion of the world, equal in
number and degree to those of any period since the day of the
Apostles. How many have left their native lands, expatri-
ating themselves for life, for the sake of the heathen ! How many
have braved the privations and the terrific cold of the frigid
zone, and the ungenial climes of the torrid ! How many have
jeoparded their lives among distant savage nations, and there
pursued unmoved the glory of God and the good of immortal
souls !—all which holy enterprise may be unhesitatingly aserib-
ed to the influence of the word of God upon their minds, and to
no other cause whatever.

‘I'he importance of faith is also apparent from its leading its
subject to the adoption of the best menns for the establishment
of the Redeemer’s kingdom on the earth. Success in any cause
can scarcely be expected when proper means are not employed,
much less can it be so in the regeneration of the world. Hence
the Son of God has not left the choice of means to the discri-
mination of his servants. In the work which he has given them
to do, he hasappointed the means by which they are to seek its
accomplishment.  These are specified in their commission,
¢ Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature;” and to this they are strictly confined, as we learn
from the declaration of St. Paul, ¢ I determined to know
nothing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
< Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.” As the servant of
Clrist is hindered by the world in respect to the object he has
in view, so is he in danger of being seduced by it to neglect the
use of those spiritual weapons which the great Captain of our
salvation has provided. Efficacious as they are, they do not
commend themselves to worldly spirits, any more than, as we
may suppose, the blowing of trumpets commended itself to
many among the lIsraelites, as a suitable means for obtaining
possession of the city of Jericho. ¢ The preaching of the cross
1s to them that perish, foolishness.” The ery of the world is,
¢ Civilise, and then convert;—teach worldly science, and
Christianity will find readier access to the mind.” Bat faith
secures us from such seductive and dangerous opinions. It dis-
regards these worldly schemes. It holds the directions of the
Son of God as sacred, and best fitted to the end in view. It
sees in the facts and doctrines, the precepts and promises of the
Gospel, truths adwmirably adapted to effect, with the blessing
of God, the salvation of the most ignorant, prejudiced, and
depraved of mankind. For this we have the testimony ofan
Apostle, who says, ¢ The weapons of our warfare are mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” Hence we
perceive that faith preserves the servant of God, while seeking
the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, from the adoption
of unsanctified means, and from the disappointment necessarily



1836.] in the spread of the Gospel. 447

cousequent thereon ; for God will not bless efforts which he has
not sanctioned.

Again, the importance of faith is manifest, from the salutary
influence it exerts upon its possessor. Faith produces a state of
mind suited to the promulgation of the Gospel. The ditfusion
abroad of divine truth is a work which requires peculiar quali-
fications. Ttis unnecessary to say, thai qualifications merely
mtellectual will not suffice. He that would engage in tlus
work with success, requires to be strongly under the influence of
divine truth : < the mind that was in Jesus Christ” and his holy
Apostles, must be in him. Love, zeal, compassion, disinterest-
edness, fortitude, patience, meelness, are dispositions which are
indispensible. All who have been distinguished in the cause of
the Redeemer have been eminent in Christian graces. Now
these holy qualities of the Christian mind owe their rise and
exercise to faith. In proportion as this grace is strong or weak,
they will flourish or droop. The statements of Scripture respect-
ing the love of God to sinners, if sincerely believed, cannot but
produce love and zeal. The affecting description of the spiri-
tual condition of sinners, together with their eternal prospects,
if received as true, cannot but excite deep compassion. The
development of God’s purpose that his kingdom shall be esta-
blished in all the earth, and the promises that his people shall
be victorious over all opposition, will, if relied on, yield forti-
tude and patience. Indeed, whatever disposition of mind is
needed, there are truths in the Scriptures calculated to produce
it ; and which, if those truths are believed, will assuredly do se.
And what might not be expected in regard to the spread of the
Gospel around us, were these holy dispositions in more general
exercise 7 How would they exhibit the real nature of Christi-
anity, and commend it to the minds of the heathen ? The holy
lives of the apostles were as attractive and influential as the
miracles they wrought ; and, in the absence of miraculous pow-
er, how much more do missionaries and others at the present
time need all the aid which superior piety affords !

Fiually, it must not be overlooked, that God has been pleas-
ed to establish a certain connexion between faith and success.
This connexion appears it every part of the word of God, both
in respect to the private concerns of individuals, and the public
concerns of the church. Faith, indeed, is the only condition upon
which we are warranted to expect spiritual good. ¢ He that
cometh unto God, must believe (not only) that he is, but (also)
that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”—
¢ Without faith it is impossible to please God.” The spirit
of divine testimony is, * Only believe, and thou shalt see the
glory of God.” Hence * All things are possible to him that
believeth.” The ground of connexion between faith and success
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appears to be, that faith honours the divine perfections and
government. Faith is the strongest acknowledgment that we
can make of the excellency of the power, veracity, and mercy
of God. It gives Him also the entire glory of all that is effected ;
while in the absence of faith that glory is withheld*.

But it may be asked, What is the nature and amount of suc-
cess which faith will secure ? That depends entirely upon the
vigour of this grace in the mind. The rule is, ** Be it unto thee
according to thy faith.” But faith must always have respect to
things that are promised; when it goes beyvond this, it is not
scriptural faith, but presumption. He that labours in the gos-
pel, trusting in God for all necessary aid, will obtain it ; for it is
promised. ¢ As thy day is, so shall thy strength be.” He that
dispenses the gospel in the agsurance that it is ¢t the power of God
nnto salvation,” will not want for success to prove that it is so,
exactly as God hath declared it to be. He that believes that diffi-
culties, formidable as they may be, will vanish before the serip-
tural and persevering efforts of the servant of Christ, will un-
doubtedly have to rejoice in their annihilation; for thedivine pro-
mise is, ¢ O great mountain, thou shalt become a plain.” These
aud other things in the experience of those who are engaged in
the spread of the Gospel might be established by examples, were
it necessary ; but such examples must oceur to those who are
familiar with the Seriptures and the history of the church.

Thus faith appears to be the spring and support of all evan-
gelical enterprise; the touchstone of true missionary labour, and
the earnest of its success. But is there not reason to fear,
from the little success which has hitherto appeared, that faith
has not received from many the attention it demands ? There is;
and it is matter of deep lamentation; for thereby much time
has been lost, and much labour expended in vain. May the
preceding remarks be successful in inducing all who may pe-
ruse them, to seek seriously the cultivation of this grace, and to
pray earnestly like the apostles, «“ Lord, increase our faith.” It
does not adinit of doubt, that were the servants of Christ to
preach and pray, and labour iz fuith, beyond what they have
hitherto done, we should not have so many complaints of want
of success. The desert around us would then ¢ re¢joice and blos-
som as the rose—yea, become as the garden of the Lord.” The
gervants of Christ would then have exultingly to say,  Now
thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in

Clirist, aud maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by
us in every place.” .

* This is no doubt just—bhut the great reason why success is so depend-
ant upon faith in the agent is clearly, as well stated above, the salutary
influence it exerts over the mind of him who lalbours in the cause of God,
producing confidence, enterprize, love, zeal, piety, perseverance, &c.—Ep.
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IV.—The Connection between Geology and the Mosuic His-
tory of the Creation. By Edward Hitcheock, Professor
of Chemistry and Nat. Hist. in Amherst College.

[Continued from p. 416.]

But notwithstanding these strong arguments and weighty authorities,
we find ourselves compelled to look upon this interpretation of the Mosaic
days as untenable, and for the following reasons. Some of these reasons
are of so decided a character that we cannot resist their power.

1. The terms (3w, and +1) evening and morning, which begin and
end, or rather constitute the Mosaic days, render it extremely probable
that the writer intended merely ordinary days. The phrase ™ 1wom
or " verse 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, and 31, means litevally and there was
evening and there was morning, ¢ day. Now in the words of Professor
Stuart, we may inquire, “ is an evening and a morning a period of some
thousands of years ? Is it in any sense, when so employed, an indefinite
period? The answer is so plain and certain, that I need not repeat it*.”
1t is clear that in his case the writer describes a day according to the
Hebrew mode of computation, that is from sunset to sunset—a vixfnuépor.
And in what more definite way could he describe aliteral day ?

The fifth verse seems still further to confirm the literal interpretation
of or. In the first part of it, it is said that God called the light day, und
the darkness night. Can there be any doubt but this is a literal day and a
literal night? The extreme simplicity of the narration seems to render
the idea of a synecdochial use of the words absurd. But in the same fifth
verse, the word or is used to designate one of the six periods of the crea.
tion. What law of interpretation will justify us in supposing the sense
to be thus suddenly changed, with no intimation on the part of the
writer, and without any necessity in the text ?

The Mosaic history, indeed, appears to be one of the plainest pieces of
history in any language, adapted to the understandings of men scarcely
at all cultivated.  True, its exegesis is not free from difficulty: but we
apprehend that those difficulties result from its great brevity and ex-
treme simplicity, rather than from any occult and marvellous truths con-
tained under figurative language. The man who comes tothat history
with his head full of philological rules and geological difficulties, is
disappointed and perplexed ; because he expects to find too much in it.
But the unlettered man finds most clearly exhibited there the great truth
that God created the universe and brought it into its present state, not
in a moment of time, but gradually, as a human workman accomplishes an
undertaking ; and with these truths he is satisfied. Probably no such
man ever thought that there was any thing figurative in that history : and
this fact we think is & strong reason why the commentator should regard
it as a literal history, unless imperiously required by the facts of science
to regard it as figurative. Such necessity we cannot believe yet exists.

Now the whole argument in favor of regarding the Mosaic days as
extended periods, rests upon the assumption that the language is meta-
phorical ; and nearly every passage from ether parts of Scripture brought
to sustain this interpretation is most evidently figurative ; as the day of
the Lord, the day of prosperily, &c. ‘The only exception to this remark
is perhaps Gen. 2: 4, which passage does certainly favor the interpre-
tation of indefinite demiurgic periods ; though by no means sufficient, in
our opinion, to establish it. In order to do this, it must be shown, we
think, that the history of the creation is figurative or poetical. And if this

¢ Comstock’s Geology, p. 208. Hartford, 1834.
V. 3N
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can be dane, we know of no portion of history in the Bible, however sim-
ple and plain, that may not be regarded as figurative.

2. The word day is used several times in the Mosaic writings, where
reference is made to the works of creation, in such a connection that we
are compelled to understand it as meaning only a common day. We have
already referred to an instance of this kind in Gen. 1: 5, wherecv, in one
part of the verse, means most evidently a common day, while in the other
part of the verse it denotes one of the demiurgic periods. Nor is there
any thing in the language or connection that gives the least intimation of
any change of meaning : and therefore sound ecriticism compels us to
regard its meaning in both cases asidentical. Another passage occurs in
Exodus xx. 9, 10, 11. Siv days shalt thou labor and do all thy work :
But the seventh duay is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work, §c.  For in six duys the Lord made heuven and earth, the sea
and ull that in them is, and rested the seventh dny : wherefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath duy, and hallowed it. (See a parallel passage Ex. xxxi. 17.) It
is impossible to doubt that in this passage the first six days spoken of, as
well as the seventh or sabhath day, are literal days : nor can there be any
more doubt as to the sabbath day, in verse 11. What possible ground is
there, unless we seek for it in the recordsof geology,—we mean, what
ground in the passage itself, for even suspecting that different meanings
should be attached to the other six days of creation, and to the seventh day
of rest in this passage? Nay, a different meaning cannot Le attached to
the latter, except in defiance of all the rules of interpretation. For there
is not merely no evid