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THI!: 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

September, 1836. 

I.-..4 Sketch of Cltho/a Nagpur*. 

Chho~:i Nagpur, in contradistinction to Bara or Bhai11sa 
Nagpur, or more prnperly Chutia Nagpur, from its ancient 
capital Chutia, now a petty village about a kos from Kishen­
pur, is boumlcd on the north by the Deonad or the D:imudat; 
on the east by Pachat or Panchko~ and Patkum; on the south 
by Gangpur and Singbhum ; and on the west by Surgujia, 
Palamo, and the Amanat. Its length from east to west is 
nearly IQ0 miles, its brea,dth from north to south about 60 
miles; and the superficial area almost 7,Q00 English square 
miles. Its boundaries are now considerably altered. For, 
some hundred years ago, the whole of Ramgarh, as well as 
several other places, was included within Chhota Nagpur. It 
contains 45 pargan:is. 

The capital of the raj:i was at first Suti:imbe, his birth-place; 
next Chu~ia; then Dois:i; afterwards Mahara.j-ganj ; the pre­
sent chief city is Palkot, which is about 30 miles S. ,v. of 
Kishenpur. It is remarkable for the chain of hills, with which 
it is on one side fortified. The present raja is Maharaj 
Jagannath Sah Deo. The other prinPipal towns are,-

Ki,.henpur, called by the native::l Rauchi (though they are dis­
tinct from each other), where Captain T. \Vilkinson, Governor 
General's Agent on the S. \V. frontier of the British dominions 
in India, resi<lcs and holds his court. A 1\1 unsefi kacheri is also 
held here; the present munsef is Shaikh Shuj:iyat A Ii. This place, 
moreover, contains a school for the education of the boys in the 
Euglish language, patronized by the Agent. This school will 
be a la;;ting monument of Captain Wilkinson's liberality. 

* This sketch is from the hand of a young native, now employed in the 
Hugli College, of very respectable attainments and considerable observa­
tion. Satisfying ourselves with some omissions of less interesting matter 
and a few necessary corrections of the language, we have left the idiomatism 
of the style to speak for itself, both in fairness to our wo1·thy correspon­
dent, aud as believing he will prove more interesting to most of our read­
ers in his own simple dress than if modified into an almost English 
writer.-Eo. 

t The same that waters many of the districts of Bengal. The Nlig­
purians give it the name of Deonad. 

V. 3 L 
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Dornn~:i,-where the Ramgarh Light Infantry Battalion is 
stationed, now under the command of Captain H. Lawrence 
of the 67th N. I. Here is also a company of Local Horse, and 
the present Res:ilehd:ir is Amir Beg. Every part of the 
cantonments is kept very clean, and the sip:ihis are under a 
discipline, that forms a decisive testimony to the vigilance of 
the commanding-officer. 

Chuti:i, the former capital. Here is an excellent stone-build­
ing, now in a dilapidated state, for the acconunodatiou of a 
Hindu idol, since removed to Palkot. 

Lohardaga, where John Davidson, Esq. the senior assistant 
to the Ag·ent, resides and holds his kachheri. This is a fine 
city, containing shops of almost every description; whereas 
in other cities, those who wish to make purchases are obliged 
to wait till the dity on which the petia ( or fair) takes place. 

Chho~:i Nagpur is a hilly tract of Janel, and to give a 
separate account of every range of hills would be tedious; 
suffice it to say, that the ghats of Pithauria, U medancl:i, and 
several others in Koch:ing, the scene of the late disturbances, 
are conspicuous objects. When I have said that this is a hilly 
tract, it would be superfluous to add that a number of small 
streams intersect every part of it. The rivers of any uote 
that water Chhota. N:igpur, are the Koil, the Sank, the Knil, 
the Deonad, the Karo, the Karkari, the Kiuchi, the Rarh:i, 
the Jimar, the Loh:igarh, the Marti, and the Suwarnarekh:i, 
which last contains snakes of so mom.ti-ous a size, that, it is 
reported, they swallow up men and buffaloes whole and entire. 

It is impossible to state the amount of the population; for 
the sources from whence I had hoped to o~tain information, 
afforded me none on this head ; in fact, I could find no data 
whereupon to establi;;h an opinion. Putting foreigners out of 
consideration, the Nagbangshis and the Kols constitute the 
population, of whom the latte1· form the majority. The N :ig­
bancrshis (so called on account of their having been descended 
fro~ Nags or serpents) take a p1·ide in their being closely or 
remotely allied to the Mah:iraja's family, and think it derogatory 
to them to engage themselves in any occupation whatever, but 
are content with the produce of the land they have received 
from the r:ija. It is a singular custom in Nagpu1·, and I 
believe in many other places, to share the estate of the 
deceased r~j:i, in erprnl portions between the heir-apparent and 
the Kunar Sahibs, his brothers; and this syskm has deluged 
this place with a host of zewiudar:S. This too, I am confident, 
will, after some four or five generntions, put a period to the 
power of the r:ij:i ; since the descendants of a petty zemin<lar 
will become more wealthy, and consequently more powerful 
than the ra.ja him.~elf. 
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The Kols, who constitute the ma:jority of the population, 
nre again subdivided into two classes :-1, 'l'he Mun~as; and 
2, The U 1·aons, or proper Kols*, whereof the former are 
the aborigines of Chhota Nagpur. The latter, though they 
have now !spread over cve1·y part of it, came originally 
from Ruhidas-garh, 1war the Sonc in Behar, which they left on 
aerount of their r~ja.'~ losing- his power,-his territory, as it is 
said, falling under the dominion of the Moghals. 

The rnvenue of the r~ja, deducting of • course what is now 
become the property of the zemindars, ( which iii almost treble 
of what he receive~,) is computed at about 31,000 rnpees, of 
which H,000 rupees are given to the Hon'Lle East India 
Company's Government, as malguzari or rent. 

The climate, though warm, is rainy, and often chilly. During 
the hot seasons of the year the natives use the rezai (or quilt) 
in the latter pat't of the night ; the most laborious man is 
~cldom seen to perspire, as much as he would do in Bengal, 
and the pankha here is seldom used. Rain is common 
almost to all the sea~ons, and during the hot season an into­
lerable westerly wind prevails. The spring, the happiest time 
of the year, lasts almost but for a few days. Still the pleasure 
derived from it is vny great,-a pleasure which our friends 
within the ditch hardly experience. After the sun has descend­
ed below the horizon, a walk through the fields at this time, 
when all nature teems with her varied productions, and when 
a bt·eeze, inexpressibly sweet, plays with our ekpattas, and the 
damans of our cltapkans, is no ordinary gratification. Yet, per­
haps to humble us in the midst of our wealth or power, the dura­
tion of spring is short, very short. For even while thus fearlessly 
enjoying a pme and innocent satisfaction, lo ! a northern blast 
appears, darkens the atmosphere with clouds, and makes us 
betake ourseh·es to our heels for shelter from the coming storm. 

The Ol'igin of the Kolat. 
I liave hardly left any expedient untried to arrive at a 

knowledge of the origin of the Mundas, as well as of the 
U raons. But all my inquiries on the subject have proved 
unsuccessful; for neither they themselves, nor the Na.gbang­
shis, who are more enlightened, and whose immediate depen­
dents, and I may say servants, the Kols have been from some 
J.rnndreds of years, could give me the least information. Nor 
is this to be wondered at: for they keep no record, or rather, 
in tmth, they have no means of keeping any record, of events 

* The UraoJJs, or Urangan 'fhakurs, as they are called among themselves, 
are properly denominated Kols. It is, therefore, an error to call a Munda, 
a Kol. 

t The term Kol, as used in the following pa!','es, is not confined to the 
Urlio!!S: it includes, though less propel'iy, the Mundas likewise. 

S L �~� 
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befalling them either as a nation or as individuals. True, tra­
dition, in ancit>nt limes, partially obviated the necessity of his­
torical writings; but tmdition supposes a tolerable advancement 
in society, an<l unless the people are socially inclined (unlike 
the generality of the barbarous and hilly tribes) and disposed 
to a reciprocal communication of thoughts and ideas touching 
the well-being of all, tradition can hardly be said to rxist. 
'I'hc Kols, after spending the whole day in perfect drudgery 
and all sorts of slavish occupation, give up the first part of the 
night to semual gratifications, and the latter to rest; and 
,vho would be found among them so foolish as to puzzle his 
brains with the vain recital of eveutr-; that had occurred even but 
some twenty or thirty years before? Hence, in the absence of 
tradition, there is an utter extinction of all memory of events, 
public or private. 

The only remedy for this is by committing occm-rences to 
writing : this they cannot haYe recourse to, i,ince they do not 
possess so much as an alphabet. I fit be o~jected that the Nagari 
charncters are common to them as well as to those that talk 
Hiudui, I ma? reply, that since thei1· language does not bea1· the 
remotest affinity to tlw Hil)(lui, it is after all but reasonable to 
expect (keeping of course the utility of writing different lan­
guages hy one set of characters out of consideration) that they 
would require to possess a number of letters, as faithful 
representatives of their peculiar laugnage, not to be found 
in the Nagari. 

Appeai·ance and Habits. 
The complexion of the Kols is extremely dark; and though 

the majority of them have the members of their bodies sym­
metrical enough (as far as I can jllllge of symmetry), yet many 
circumstances have combined to make them appear to us ugly 
and deformed. They have amongst them either Roman or flat 
no,;es, but geuerally of a sort between the two. Thei1· lips are 
mostly a little turned out, and their faces are usually more 
round than oval. Most of them suffer their hair to grow, 
which instead of combing and reducing like their Chinese bre­
thren to a simple tail, they wrap up after the manner of a 
Hindu darwesh. For thi;; they assign a plausible reason :-they 
say, that it is nothing more than a 1110umi11g for the loss of their 
inclt•pcmleuce. \Vhen at Huhidas-garh they had a r~j:i of 
tlwit· own, upon the aboJ;tion of whose r~jaship they took up 
their abode in Chhoia. X:ig-pm·, and can in JJO way better ex­
press their inward cfocontent at the change, than by such 
external marks; verifying at the same time the excellent 
aphorism-

" Khair.i darwesh Lar jlin.i darwesh." 
" The wrath of the poor darwe~h falls only on himself." 
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The above observations are, however, applicahle solely to 
the Uraons. 'l'he Mundas, as has bt•tm remarked before, are 
the aborigines of this co;rntry ; and having no reason to mourn 
the loss of any kiugdom, they scruple not to cut their hai1· whrn­
ever it proves heavy and troublesome; tlwng-h there may be 
found a few who take a delight to be like their neighbours in 
this respect, only not from the same motive. 

The dre"'s of the Kols, if dress it can be called, fully ex­
pres!'.es their poverty. Aristocracy indeed, puffed up with vanity, 
shnJders at beholding them, much more at the idea of mixing 
with them. Humanity, on the contrary, would eagerly step 
forward, and compassionately testify the pity that reigns 
within. And who can suppre!'.S his feeling-s of commiseration 
when he sees a multitude of his brethren suffering- all the 
cxtrenws of mi,..cry, nn1l exposed day and night to the incle­
mency of the weather? Surely 110 man who pretends to possess 
a spark of ratio11ality, can be so obdurate and callous as to 
refrain from sa_vi11g, " I am a man, and all calamities touching 
humanity, come home to me." 

But to proceed with their habiliments : Their dress discovers 
not only their poverty, but also their position in the lowest 
scale of civilization. Their mode of dressing, even when they 
can procure a few yards of coarse cloth, confirms it. The 
women e,-pecially, quite unconscious of what constitutes female 
beauty in a civilized world, dre~s indifferently any how; and 
thus insteall of improving the gifts which nature bestows with 
such an unsparing hand, (as many of their sex would fain essay 
to do) they have universally produced an artificial defo1·mity. 
They; one and all, wear their sari (at the utmost a yard an<l 
half in length) below the navel, and tie it so that their sto­
machs, haviug nothing to compress their dimensions, assume an 
appearance almost treble the size of the head itself! And it is 
not a little to be regrnttecl that the young Kolhius, ern they are 
mature enough for matrimonial engagements, lose their charms 
simply on account of an enormous stomach, ill-proportioned 
to the re:st of the body ! Rut this is not all : the breasts, which 
for decency's sake (as is the case with every nation that has 
made any progress, however inconsiderable, towards civilization) 
ought to be covered, are without any scruple inYariably left 
exposed; and thi~, methinks, is a sufficient argument of their 
still grovelling in a state approximating to barbarism. 

The Kols, as I have observed before, being extremely poor, 
we should not wonder when we hear that far from enjoying 
the luxury of a plentiful diet, the majority of them do not, 
I should say cannot, obtain even two meals a day. Thei1· food 
con~ists simply of boiled rice or merua (a species of corn), and 
~lal and nimak (salt) are the sum of the variety; to which if 
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an addition of fish or flesh be made, it is considered princely ! 
Their drink is the pure element; and though they make use 
of strong liquors, it is for the purpose of intoxication, and is 
never used at meal time. 

As for the distinctions which the Hindu shastras prescribe, 
tliey are in no wise troubled with them ;-cows, buffaloes, deer, 
sheep, hogs, goats, rats, mice, all sort.s of fowls; an1ong· the 
reptiles, snakes; of the amphibious creatures, frogs, &c. ·&c. are 
eaten; and if the testimony of boys is entitled to any credit, 
the flesh of the tiger has more than once been tasted ! 

The Kolhins are excellent songstresses ; and though they 
have no knowledge of the six rags and the thirty-six raginzs, 
their melodious way of singing is not a little pleasing. To 
see these jetty daughters of Chhota N agpm pass through the 
fields chanting forth melodiously, at a time when the ruler of 
the day, after having run his diurnal race, is dimly glimmering 
from the edge of the eastern horizon, all red a11d all magni­
fieent,-is a i-peetacle indeed pleasing. Men as well as women, 
~iu<}.as and 9-i119-is*, living in the same village, assemble together 
every evening; and as a madol (a sort of tom-tom resembling 
the mridanga of the Bengali's) is played upon, they alter­
nately sing aud dance, till about the twelfth hour of the 
night; when they repair to their respective abodes, lie down 
on their beds (if these can pretend to be so called), and resign 
themselves, as it were, to a temporary cessation of life. 

The manner of their dancing is not altogether unsystemati­
cal, nor wholly uninteresting. They join arm-in-arm, and, 
forming long rows, pass through a series of evolutions that can 
hardly fail to gratify one who has a heart susceptible of plea­
surable feelings. 

The Kols are neither ingenious nor industrious, but prone to 
dulness and insipidity rather than to activity and sprightliness. 
They are, moreover, uncommonly dirty in their habits; and their 
indifference to their manner of dressing, while eating any thing 
and lying any where, heightens their ugliness; and on a near 
approach, a smell is usually emitted from their bodies, that 
is very offensive. The form of addres~ing a Kol or a Kolhin, 
is Bara or Bari, as o he and o go are in vogue in Bengal. Thus, 
if you have to ask a Kol where is his house, you may proceed : 
" Bara ! ghar kahau ?" The last word of their answer is in­
variably marked by a stronger emphasis. The answer to the 
question is " Hindpiri.' Q. " Hindpiri ?" A. " Ho." Q. 
'' Toharin kaun zat Lara?" A. "Hamrin U raon ?" Q. "U raou?" 
A. "Ho." Here the words Hindpi_ri, UraolJ, and Ho, (Yes) 
are more than commonly lengthened out. If you ask a Kolhiu 

" Din4ti means a bachelor, and <Jin4i a virgin. 
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canying a basket on her head, " Chau! hai, Bari ?" The answer 
is" Nakkhi;" i. e. No. 

The huts in which live the Kols are extremely mean and nasty, 
thatched with strnw or tlw dried leaves of trees. These they 
build i-o low too, that a boy of fourteen or fifteen is obliged to in­
cline a little forward to make his ingress. They have, moreover, 
no windows to let the air in ; so that we1·e it not for the thou­
sands of holes and crevice;; already made, though unintention­
ally, it would be irnposisible for them to perceive eacl1 other 
within the doors of their houses. 

[To be continued in oui· next. l 

11.-Essay on t!te Invisible World,founded on Isaiah xxvm. 
18-" Yow· covenant with death shall be disannulled, and 
your agreement with hell shall not stand." 
From these words I propose, first, to inqui1·e into the various applica­

tions of a te1·m found in them, not always sufficiently distinguished; and 
then to enfol'Ce the solemn declaration they contain. 

I. J shall first, then, trace the sundry acceptations of the term hell 
found in the second clause. In doing so I must be excused for making 
reference to the original languages of the Scl'iptures ; in consideration, 
that, while unavoidable in itself, that reference alone can put us into 
possession of a distinct understanding, not of this passage only, but of a 
multitude of others, as well as of a prominent article of our creed. The 
wol'd hell, then, is found to beal' three applications in ou1· Bible ; to signify 
-1, the grave-2, the world of spirits-3, the place of future punishment 
and suffering to the wicked. But while the English wOl'd hell is used in 
three meanings, it is the translation but of two separate terms in the 
original languages. 

1. The Hebrew WOl'd used in either of the two first senses is sheol, 
wl,ich means insatiate, always craving, and so very aptly expl'esses the 
universal sulijection of man to the sentence of death passed upon all, and 
which opens at length a grnve for every individual of our race. Hence 
Solomon says in his Proverbs, " there al'e three things that are never 
sali.\/ied :-the grave," which Sll'allows all the living; " the eal'th, that is 
not 1rn~d with water," still unsaturated, drinking incessantly; "and the 
fire, that saith not, it is enough," but continues to devour while aught is 
left to be consumed. The word hel'e used for the grave is aheol, the 
insatiate, the ever-craving, neve1·.full, the pit or charnel house of the 
millions of all ages. 

Other passages having the same word in a like sense are the following 
among many. " The Lord killeth and maketh alive; he bringeth down 
to the g·ra1·e and bringeth up."-1 Sam. ii. 6. " My days are past, my 
purposes are hroken off: even the thoughts of my heart; if I wait," i. e. 
though still alive, yet ready to pel'ish, "the grave is my house," into 
which I must speedily descend.-Job xvii. 13," 0 Lord, deliver my soul; 
for in death there is no rememl,rance of thee: in the grave who shall 
gire thee thanks?" -Ps. vi. 5. And speaking of those •• that trust in their 
wealth, and boast themseh•es in the multitude of their riches," he says, 
Ps. xlix. 14-" Like sheep they are laid in the grave-in the hell," 
prayer.book Translation ;-" death shall feed on them; and their beauty 
8hall consume in the grave from their dwelling, and the upright shall 
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ha,·e dominion over them in the morning;" (i. e. of t.he resurrec­
tion) " for God will redeem my soul from the powp1• of the gi-ave; for 
he shall recei\·e me." An assurance again repeatt•d in Hosea xiii. 14.­
" I will ransom them (the righteous) from the power of the _,,rave, I will 
redeem from death." And to conclude, as an incitement to a diligent use of 
time and its opportunities, the wise man in Eccl. ix. I(), exhorts eve1·y 
man,-" ,vhatsoever thy haud ti1Hlcth to do, <lo it with thy might ; foa• 
there is no work. nor wisdom, nor device, 1w1· knowlctlgt> in the grave, 
whither thou goest." Descended t/,ere, it is too late to acquire knowledge 
neglected in life, to perform ,·irtues forgotten iu the seasou of worldly 
business and enjoyment, 01· to secure a happin,•ss which must be the 
reward of persl'vering piety, purity and righteousness, for which the grave 
affords neither place nor opportunity. The foregoing· are pass:iges in 
which 8/,col is rendered properly the grave: in the following it is transla. 
ted hell, with the same meaning. "The way of life is abo\'e to the wise, 
that he may depart from !tell beneath," i. e. his wise preference, while 
yet a.born or on the earth, of virtue to vice, of piety to sin, and his prudent 
care to arnid the excesses that hurry the dissipated and thoughtless to 
the tomb, secure him a happy enjoyment of his tPrm of heing-, and rescue 
him from an untimely grave ; at least so far as that is the result of man's 
imprndence or excess. So the Prophet Habakkuk, ii. 5, connecting in like 
manne1· death and hell or the g1·ave, gives the same rea~on Solomon 
had done for the application of the word sheol to dl'11ote it-" He that 
t.-ansgresseth Ly wine is a proud man," not humble enough to repent of 
his sin and take warning from God's merciful re\·elations :-y~t Gnd knows 
he that stupifies his reason, and reducea himself to the insensibility, or 
the maclness, or the filthiness of an unreasoning brute. has little reason 
to be proud of his beastly degradation-" He tlmt transgresseth hy wine 
is a proud man; who enlargeth his desire (afte1· his sottish indull(t>nce) as 
hell, and is as <leath, and cannot be satisfied;" ever cral'ing the intoxicating 
supply that will be his destruction, as unceasingly as the gn1.ve that is 
ever swallowing down the living. A!l"ain, "hell and destruction are never 
full," says Solomon; "so the eyes of man are never satisfied"-Prov. xvii. 
20, 1·eferring to the incessant cravings of a covetous man, of whom, he else­
whea·e says, " There is no end of his labour; neither is his eye satisfied. 
with riches."-}:ccl. iv. 8. "He that loveth silver will not he satisfied with 
silve1·; nor he that loveth abundance with incrca~e; ancl what good is 
there to the owners the1·eof, save the heholtling with thei1· eyes'' of the 
useless accumulations of their avarice ?-Eccl. v. 11. In the same sense, 
David in 2 Sam. xxii. 6, say8, referring to the fear he had l,een in, under the 
persecution of Saul, of being captured and slain, "the sorrows of hell," 
i. e. the agony a man feels when death stares him in tht! face at every turn 
-" the sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented 
me," were ever before me, and, whichever way I turned, alar:ned me for my 
safety. And lastly, in Rev. xx. 13, the same connexion is exhibited, when in 
the vision uf the future world, of the end of all things and the general 
resurrection to final judgment, it is said that " the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, death and hell deli"ered up the dead which were in 
them;" i. e. whether dissolved in the depths of the ocean, or mouldering in 
the graves of earth, the bodies of all the dead shall be restored, and death 
shall be no more. 

2. Of the second sense of the word !,ell as denoting the place of separ­
ate spirits, the state of the dead generally, not merely the womb of the 
earth, those silent graves which contain their mouldering bodies, but the 
receptacle of their disembodied and separate spirits, a number of passages 
might be broug·ht in proof, a few of which shall presently be adduced. 
But I shall premise, that fo1· the Hebrew sheol, haviug both these applica-
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tions, i. e. meaning hoth the grave ancl th<• place of spirits, aml rendered 
lie// in English, the Greek t1·a11slatio11 is 11,,,1,,.~, n1ea11i11g thP. i,wisible state, 
the place 1,11spn1, 1111t•xplore<I hy an eye of llcsh, unknown to the multitude 
of the livin,:r. Thus, in all the pa,sa~es I hil\'tl quoted where the Ilchn:w 
word issl,enl, 11111I is rPrH]Pred in 8111,dish, as we have sl'en, /,ell or the ymi,e; 
it is in the Greek translation called either ,/e,,lli or /1°11/r•,,, the inl'isihle state, 
the c-oncealc,l plac,•; an<l that whether dt'twti!ll,I' the earthly grave which 
conceals th,• ,·orrnpti11~ hodies of the dc,ul from th,• sight of tl,e living, or 
that world or place 11nst>en, unknown-' the hourne from which no travt'ller 
hath rt'lurneil,"-whei-c the separate spirits ,,f the dead are assemhle,I and 
n·s.•n·,•d to tl,e final resurrt'ction. This is the common use of the word 
in the Greek tongue, of which abundant examples might be prvduced froin 
the poets arnl other writers whose native language it was. The description 
~in•11 of Hadt'sdisting-uishes it in this latter se11se from the grave, and se11ms 
i,uleed to i11tima1e this to be the first and prope1· meaning of the word, 
the g-ra,·e heing- only a secondary application gathered from it. For when 
a man has d,•parted, while his spirit is in Hades, a region unknown, his hody 
of llesh lies hidden within the tomh. To denote the fixe<I continuauce of 
souls in this statt', not again permitted to 1·isit the world of the living, 
JI ades was represented as having an entrnnce diligently closed and fastened, 
upon those once entered, forbidding return. Uiserul,oclied spirits were 
its inhabitants. Joi, ca1l8 it '· the house appointed for all living." The 
Greeks say, " all men go to Ha,les ;"" both just and unjust go to Hades," 
s:w the Latins. " Hell from beneath," saith Isaiah of the king of Babylon, 
wiwse speeclv death he announces-" Hell from heneath is moved for thee 
to meet thee at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee, all the chief 
ones of the earth; nil they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also 
become wt>ak as we? art thou become like unto us?" (Isa. xiv. 9.) 

\Vhile Hades was, then, the common receptacle of all, it was always divid­
ed into two separate and ,·ery different states-Elysium and Tartarus. In 
the fo1"111e1·, a pl .. ce of pure enjoyment, we,·e assembled the spirits of the 
good: in the lattl'r those of the wicked were subjected to the punishments 
of tlwir <'rimes. This latter word Tartarns is that tran~lated Hell in 2 Pd. 
ii. 4-, as the place to which the reh,·llious angels were consigned hy the 
Almighty-" Gud spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
lie// ( rapapwir11,-to Tartarus in Greek), and 1lelh·ered them iuto clrnins of 
darkne,s to lie re~erved unto jucl~ment." " In hell," sai,1 our Saviour in 
Luke Xl'i. 93, of the selfish ancl luxurious rich man, who died and was buried 
-" in hell he lifted up his eyes, heiug in torment, and seeth Al.,raham ,,far 
olf, and Lazarus in his bosom ;"-and there, while his pampered corpse lies 
rotting in the gra,·e, his unhappy spirit, alive to all the wretchedness of an 
unholy condition, experiences the torments of conscience, scorching him up 
as a /lame, hut unlike that 11,une incapahlt! of putting an end to his miserie~. 
The worcl here is Hades, not Tartarus, which as well as Elysium (called 
hy the Je,vs f>,iradise or Abraham's bosom) was a division of Hades or 
Hell taken generally, It was not then, because he was in Hatles in the 
general sense, that Di,·es was in to1·ment, hut because he was in Tar­
tarus,-in that abode of so1·row where unrighteousne;;s meets its terrible 
punishment. Lazarus was equally in hell, but was comforted " in Abra­
ham·s bosom," in the Paradise of the blest. Thus our ::laviour said to the 
penitent thief-" This day shalt thou be with me in Paradi-~e.'' This 
explanation clears up the obscurity of that article of the creecl in which we 
profeils a belief that, after aucl distinctly from his death and hurial, Christ 
'de,cended into hell,' i. e. into Hades-not, of course, ioto that division of 
it which is iuhahited bv the wicked, hut into that Paradise of which he had 
given so comfortable an assurance to the repentant malefactor. It seems a 
harsh and unwarranted assertion to many, that our blessed Saviour,after 111 
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life of sol'roW terminated hy a painful an,l ignominious death, shoulll be 
still furthel' necpssitatf'd, and that after he had him,pJf ,leclared his w01·k 
()f mercv to be finished, his labours and sufferin!{ for the salvation of man. 
kind to i,e accomplished, to descend also to exp;rience the torments or the 
damned; but thi, diffil'ulty disappears before a propPr under,tanding of 
thl' auhject. He descended into HadeN, the paradisiacal of course-i. e. his 
~pirit was separated absolutely from his boilv; aud while the latter was 
deposited in the sepulchre, the former ente~ed the unsee,1 world, am! mixed, 
for a season, with the happy spirits who there yet await the resurrection to 
complete their felicity. In the same dew the P~almist is quotediu Acts ii. 31. 
by St. Peter, as having foreseen and spoken" of the resurrection of Christ, 
wl,en he rl'joiced that his soul was 11ot left i11 hell, neithel' did his B.esh 
see corruption." The meaning of the article in the creed, then, is, that 
our Saviour actually died as others die-that he did not merely fall into 
a trance, 'swoon away OI' mel'ely appear to die, as there were uot wanting 
l1ereticks to pl'etend, and in that state was huried'-for othnwise his 
resurl'ection were also unreal, and so the whole fabric of Christianity rr,ust 
fall to the ground-since, as St. Paul asserts, "if Christ lie not risen, then 
is our faith as Christians vain and useless, and we are yet in oul' sins," 
dep.-i,·ed of the benefit of his death and resurrection alike. But so far 
from any doubt as to his actual death, his spirit descended also into Hades; 
went, as other disembodied spirits <lo, to the unseen world; and there 
continued during the pniod that hi~ body was in the tomb. Hence, when 
that verr body, before it had time to see corrnption, to decay and putrify, 
as the Psalmist had prophesiPd, wa3 l'aised again and enrlowed with new 
and perpetual life, the spirit of Christ also rose again.from the dead, with 
whom he was, and again took up its abode with it for a shol't while on 
earth, till in it ' he ascended into heaven' and " forel'er ~at clown 011 the 
right hand of God." It will appear eviilent, then, that Paradise and 
Heaven are two different states: the former the Elvsium of Hades, which 
J'ect>i\'es the spirit,; of the just till th .. resurrection; the latter, the ultimate 
abode of angels and glorihed men 11fter the 1·es111-rection and last judgment. 

3. The thirll meaning given to Hell is in its peculiar application to the 
Jilace of punishment to which evil men and angels are consigned. Now 
while Hell, as a translation of Hades, deuotes the entire of the unseen 
world, v.heth,·r Elysium or Tartarus: to express this latter alone, another 
word, also translated hell, is always used in the ]Vew Testament,-awl that 
wol'd is Gehe1111a, which always denotes the place of the damned only. It is a 
purely Hebrew term, and properly means the rnlley of Hinnom, a person 
so called to whom the valley had belonged, his name being transferred to it; 
and was ~uhsl'quently made to signify Tartarus, the abode of the wicked in 
Hades. This valley wascontiguoustoJerusalem, and from the accounts gfreo 
in 2 Kings (xxiii. 10), 2 Chron. (xviii. 3), and Jeremiah (xix. 2-5; xxxii. 
35), appears to ha\"e been used, at a period when the idolatries to which the 
Jews were so prom, were at their height, for the purpose of those honible 
rites in whid, children were burnt ali\'I) as offering,; to Baal, Moloch, or 
the Sun, with many other abominations learned from the surrounding 
nations,-ahominations for which they were so often and so signally punish. 
ed. From the circumstances of drum.~ called Toph, such probably as are 
in ordinary use in this country, being heaten, to create a loud noise :md 
so drown the :igonizing cries of the haple,s ,·ictims thus crnelly saci-ificed 
to iufamous illols, the place came also to he named To11het, as you may 
see iu Isa. xix. 6. The good king Josi11h, a~ stated in 2 King,; (xxiii. 10), 
when he restored the pure w,1rsh ip of the Almighty, and destroyed the 
pre,·ailing idolatries, pulling down the idol temples, breakin!,\' the images, 
and expelling the priests of Baal, conduded hy dPji/in.'l Tophet, by accu. 
mulatiug into it all the filth of the city,for the consuming of whichcootioual 
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fires we1·I' lrept np. Jeremiah nlso propht>sil'cl suhst>qnentlyageneral slaugh­
ter there of the Jews hy the nrn,ie~ of the Babylonians, permitte1l by God 
in punishment of their obstinacy in sin,-a ~laughter that should procure 
for the valley of Hiunom tlw appelb,tion of "the valley of slaughter." And 
Isaiah (lxvi. 2-t-), declared that "people shou\11 go f0rth and look upon the 
carcase,; of the men that h:ul transgressed against God ; for their worm 
shoultl not die, neither should their tire he quenched, and they should he 
an ahho1Ti11g to all flesh." Such is the history of Tophet, Gehenna, or the 
,•al11•y of llinnom; and s11bseque11tl_v, a place in which so many abominations 
ha,! hee11 practised, which was afterwards so deeply dRfileti, where so much 
slaughter ha,l beeu made of the rebellious, where carcases had pntrified and 
the worm had a len!{tl,cned feast, where every filth and abomination ,ras col­
lected and constant fires were kept up to consume it,-a place so abominable 
a111l accursed, presl'nting such an accumulation of hori-ors, was in process 
of time m~de a fit emblem of that hPll where wickedness meets its punish­
ment; a dreadful punishment, to which our Saviour himself applies, as an 
affecting image of its extent aud continuance, the lang11~ge already used of 
Tophet, " where the worm dieth not., and tht> fire is not quenched!" apply­
in~ what is terrible to the hody, to figure the 1tnseen but certain misel"ies 
of Lhe finally impenitent hereafter. This word Gehe,ma, is the word 
rendered hell in our version, and 11,e<l bv our Sndou1· when he refers to 
T11rl11rus only, or the 1·egio11s of the danine<l. Thus in Matt. x. 28, he 
exhorts, " Fear not them which kill the body, bnt are not ahle to kill the 
soul"-dread not the persecutors of the preachers of righteousness, however 
much they may afflict you in the honest discharge of your high commission, 
-" hut rnthet· foar Him \\ hich is ahle to destroy both soul and body in 
hell." To the proud, h_vpocritical, iniquitous, oppressive, murderous Phari­
sees he sai,I (Mat. xxiii. 33), "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell!" Of the tongue of the blasphemer, 
profane swearer, and m:Llig11ant vente1· of curses u1io11 his follow man, St. 
Jame~ says, ( iii. 6,) "it is set on fire of hell;" aud" better," says Christ ( in 
St. ~lark ix. 4-3, 4-5, 4-7,) "better it is for thee to enter the kingdom of God 
halt or maimed," i. e. as the figure explains itself, at any present sacrifice 
or cost or self-denial, "than hadug two hands or two feet or two eyes," 
retainiug all the suppo,ed pleasures and advantages of sin, "to be cast into 
l1ell-ffre," the fire of Geheuna, Tophet, or Tartarus, to be partakers in the 
condemnation and punishment of fallen angels and rebellious men. It is 
i11 the third senRe of Gel,enna that most people now use and unde1·stanc\ 
the word hell in English ; and though at first sig-ht it might seem strangl!, 
that it shoultl hear such various applications, yet it is in truth a very 
suitahle wonl in all the three meanings we have seen given to it, exactly 
an~wering- to the Greek Hades-to hell, meaning in old English, to hide, 
conceal or cove1· over; so that the participial Hell will denote a place o~ 
state hi,lden and concealed; and that whether it be the grave which coven 
the hodies of the dead, or the ahode of spirits, whethe1· Elysium or Tartaruif, 
Paradise or Gehenna, where the happiness of the hlest and the torments 
of the damned are alike at present concealed from our observation. 
Happily, ho1vever, such sufficient revelation is mercifully made of both, as 
by God's grace, if we be wise, willing and ohedient, shi,11 save us from 
the miseries of the one, and exalt us in due season to the felicities of 
the other. 

II. \Ve now proceed, in the second place, to enforce the solemn de. 
claration, as a proper practical application Clf the preceding inquiries. 
" Your covenant with death shall be disannulled, &c." 

This is language add1·essed by the Prophet of God-" the God of the whole 
earth," "the creator of all things a111l judge of all men," to those in his 
day who, heedless of threatened. "judgments,regardless of reiterated coun-
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aels to repentance and amendment, " ma,le lies their rduiz-e, :rnd dl.'spi~ed 
the long-suffering of the Lo1·d." They" rejecte,I the counsel of God against 
themseives," an,I trented his message of mercy with scorn. \-Vhel'efore, 
"Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye scornful men-because ye have said, 
We have made a co,·enant with ,ltiath, a111l with hell are we at agreement; 
when the o,·erflowing scourge £lrnll pass through, it shall not come unto 
us. Behold, judgment aho will I h,y to the line, and rig·hteousness to the 
plummet; ,111d your conmant with death ~hall ho di,annulled, and your 
agreement with hell shall not ~tand; when the overflowing scourge 
s}iall pass through, then shall ye be trodden down by it." An,( if such 
was the in,ecul'ity of the impious and unhelieving, the lrnnlened and 
rehellious, in reference to impendi1111: temporal judgmeuts, how much more 
awfully defonceless their comlition in regard to the eternal worl,I ! Whilst 
there is life the1·e is hopl',-btit "as the tree falls so shall it lie," is the solemn 
assurance of Scl'ipture on this all-important matter. The present lighter 
chastiseme11ts are inte111lt•1l to warn whel'e mel'cies ha\'e not won from 
ways that lead to death, a111l after death to ven~Olance and retrihution. 
"For it is a1•pointed unto .ill men once to die, and after death is the judg­
nient"-death orH'll inflicted, there are 110 nfter times of promise_. nor 
further ~pace for repentance 01· season for amemlment. Juclgment, and 
j111lgme11t alone, will then surceed,-a solemn and serious assurance that 
!'hould arouse the most thoughtless and startle the most secure. Ancl are 
tlrere not of these 'scornful meu' in ou1· times,-nrl'n" who make a mock at 
sin," affect to make liµ;ht of the terro1·s ofjudgment, and stiflll the misgiv­
ings of conscience by the deadly draug·ht of infidelity, 01· drown its voice by 
the obstreperous and lwi,terous pleasnl'es of the world, the flesh and tl11i 
devil ?-who, in short, '· make lies their refuge, and under falsehood have 
hidden themselves ?"-but in vain; for in the language of the Prophet, 
" Death at length sl,all swe1•p away the refuge of lies, and the floods of 
judgmeut O\'erllow the hidin~ place." But while some in the audacious­
ness of united depravity and folly, miugled perversion of intellllct and 
obliquity of heart, provoke their own destrnctiou, and dare the Almighty 
to his face ; others equally in danger, while they cannot ui,believe his 
truth, and dare not reject hi3 revelation, are yet the slaves of the world, 
the capti,·es of Satan, the williug St->l'vants of appetite and sin-as depr,w­
e,I but not so audacious as the other~, as sensual lmt not so impious­
therefore, tl,eir unholy hop!'$, too, al'e but "1·efuges of lies, that shall be 
swept away;" their uusanctified p1tlliations of williirg irrelig-ion and ungod­
liness," hiding places that shall he overflown" by an impartial ju«l!!ment; 
a judgmeut that will give" to every man us /,is worlc shall 1.e ;" .. to tht•m 
that are contentious 11nd tlo not obey the truth, but ol,ey unrighteo11s11ess 
rather, indignation 11nd wrath, tribulation and auµ;uish upon every rnul of 
man that doeth evil; but glory, ho1101· aud peace to e1•el"y man tl;at doeth 
good. For there is no rnspect of persons with God, to whom be :dory aml 
honor now and for ever* !" C1NsuitENs1s. 

III.-On the Influence of Faitli in the spread of tlte Gospel, 

That the spread of Christianity in India i8 not as rapirl as 
Chrirstians wish it to Le, may Le asserted without fear of con­
tra<liction: that it is not as rapid as it might be, would uot 
perhap1;, be difficult to prnve : Lut without attempting this, th; 

• Though agreeing in many respects with our correspondent, we do not hold our. 
selves responsib,e for all the staterueuh of the precttling essay,-En, 
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writer of the following article would offe1· a few thoughts for 
the cou,-ideration of those who labour au<l prny that " the will 
of God may be done on earth as it is in heaven," on the import­
ance of cuitivating a ~pil'it of faith; a principle which appea1·s, 
uncln both the old and new dispensation,;, to hiive exercised the 
most powerful influence iu the 111ai11tenanee and spread of divine 
truth on•1· the earth. '' This is the victory which overcometh 
the world, even our faith."-1 John v. ·1. 

To l111111a11 agency has been committrd, by the great Head of 
the church, the work of promulgating the Gospel; but it is 
scarcel.v necessary to observe, that this is a work which requires 
enterprise of no common order. "\Vhen, irrespectively of the 
word of God, the difficulties morn.I and physical, which lie in the 
way of the co11ver.~io11 of the world, are considered, one would 
l1ardly foil to co11clmle, that such an event is neither probable nor 
poi,.siGle. ,v ill a uation change its gods ? Can systems of reli­
gion that have been adopted from time immemorial, he over­
turned ? Can depravity so widely spread aud ,-o deeply rooted 
::i~ it j,; iu the heathen workl, be eradicated? Ca.n a handful of' 
Christian l\li:,siouaries effect auy thing in so wide a field ?-are 
questions which a mind, unassisted by divine testimony, would 
answer in the negative. To faith, however, the couversion of 
the world to God is not only possiule, uut certain ; for it 
repotses on his declaration who has said, " As truly as I live, all 
the e:ll'th shall be filled with the glory of the Lord." 

Now it i::1 easy to perceive, that a belief in such a declaratiou 
j;. calculated to awaken the most powerful emotions iu a ueue• 
Yoleut and holy mind, and to leacl to evangelical enterprise t>qual 
to auy difficulties which the world may present. 8uch an in­
i;ta11ce has ueen afforded us in the conduct of the holy Apos­
tle;; of Chri:st, who went forth to subdue the nations that were 
for from God and righteou;,;ness to the obedience of the Gos­
pel. Ci1·cumstances more unpropitious than those which attend 
them i11 their setting out on thei1· glorious enterprise, cannot ue 
i111agi11etl. In a worldly point of view, all things were against 
them. Nor were they unconscious of the unparalleled magni­
tuJe of their work, a11d the difficulties which attended it ; but 
they were men " full of the Holy Spirit and of faith," and their 
motto was,·' \Ve can do all things thl'Ough Christ, who strength­
eneth us." " If God ue for u;;, who can be against us?" Inspir­
ed with these sentiments, what determination of purpose, what 
untiredues1:1 of effort, what patience iu tribulation, what conli­
<lence of success did they di~play e\'en unto death, and thus they 
became the glory of the church and the admiration of" the wo1'ta 
to the end of time! Nor are we without eviLlence in modern 
times, of the power of faith to awaken Christian enterpt·ise. 
Both the past and the present centuries have afforded iustauces 
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of evangelical effort for the conver8ion of the world, equal in 
number and deg1·ce to those of any period sincr the day of the 
Apostles. How many have left their native lands, expatri­
ati11g themselvei,; for life, for the sake of the heathen ! How m~ny 
have braved the privations and the tenific cold of the frigid 
zone, and the ungenial climes of the tonid ! How many have 
jeoparde<l thei1· lives among distant savage nations, and there 
pursut>d unmoved the glory of God and the good of immortal 
soul,; !-all which holy enterp1·ise may be unhesitatingly ascrib­
ed to the influence of the word of God upon their minds, and to 
no other cause whatever. 

The importance of faith is also apparent from its leading its 
suhjcct to the adoption of the best menns for the establishment 
of the Redt>t>mer's kingdom on the earth. Success in any cause 
can scarcely be expected when proper means are not employed, 
much less can it be so in the regeneration of the world. Hence 
the Son of God has not left the choice of means to the discri­
mination of his servants. In the work which he has given them 
to do, he has appointed tl1e means by which they are to seek its 
accomplishment. These are specified in thei1· commission, 
" Go ye into all the world, aud preach lhe Gospel to every 
creature;" and to this they are strictly confined, as we learn 
from the declaration of St. Paul, " I determined to know 
nothing among you, l'lave Jesus Chrif.t and him crncifie<l." 
" \Voe i.~ me if I preach not the Gospel." As the servant of 
Christ is hindered by the world in respect to the object he has 
in view, so is he in danger of being seduced by it to neglect the 
use of those i,piritual weapons which the great Captain of our 
salvation bas provided. Efficacious as they are, they do not 
commend themselves to worldly spirits, any more than, as we 
may suppose, the blowing of trumpets commended itself to 
many among the Israelites, as a suitable means for obtaining 
possession of the city of .T ericho. " The preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish, foolishness." The cry of the world is, 
" Civilise, and then convert ;-teach worldly science, and 
Christianitv will find readier access to the mind." But faith 
secures us from such se<luctive and <lang-erous opinions. It di~­
regards these worldly schemes. It holds the directions of the 
Son of God as sacred, and best fitted to the end in view. It 
sees in the facts and doctrines, the precepts and promises of the 
Go~pel, truths admirably adapted to effect, with the blessing 
of God, the salvation of the most ignorant, prejudiced, and 
depraved of mankind. For this we have the testimony of an 
Apo11tle, who says, " The weapons of our warfare are mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds." Hence we 
perceive that faith preserves the servant of God, while seeking 
the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom, from the adoption 
of unsanctified means, and from the disappointment necessarily 
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consequent thereon ; for God will not Liess efforts which he ha~ 
not sanctioned. 

Again, the importance of faith is manifest, from the salutary 
influence it exerts upon it;; pos>!e~sor. Faith produce:; a state of 
mind suited to the promulgation of the Gospel. The ditf'u,;ion 
abroad of divine truth is a work which requires peculiar quali­
fications. It is unnecessary to say, that qualifications merely 
intellectual will not suffice. He that would engage in this 
work with success, 1·equires to Le strongly under the influence of 
divine truth: '' the mind that was in Jesus Christ" and hi,- holy 
Apostles, must be in him. Love, zeal, compas,,ion, disinterest­
edness, fortitude, patience, meekness, are dispositions which are 
indi~pensible. All who have been distinguished in the cause of 
the Redeemer have been eminent in Christian graces. Now 
these holy qualities of the Christian mind owe their ri:oe and 
exercise to faith. In proportion as this grace is strong or weak, 
they will flourish or droop. 1'he statements of Scripture respect­
ing the love of God to sinner,,, if sincerely believed, cannot but 
produce love and zeal. The affecting description of the spiri­
tual condition of sinners, together with their eternal prospects, 
if'receired as true, cannot but excite deep compassion. The 
development of God's purpose that his kingdom shall be esta­
bli,,hed in all the earth, and the promises that his people shall 
be victorious over all opposition, will, if relied on, yield forti­
tude and patience. Indeed, whatever disposition of mind is 
needed, there are truths in the Scriptures calculated to produce 
it; and which, if those truths are believed, will assuredly do so. 
And what might not be expected in regard to the spread of the 
Go,:pel around us, were these holy dispositions in more general 
exercise ? How would thev exhibit the real nature of Christi­
anity, and commend it to the minds of the heathen ? The holy 
lives of the apostles were as attractive and influential as the 
miracles they wrought ; and, in the absence of miraculous pow­
er, how much more do missionaries and others at the present 
time 1wed all the aid which superior piety affords ! 

Finally, it must not be overlooked, that God has been pleas­
eel to establish a certain connexion between faith and succes;;. 
This connexion appears in every part of the word of God, both 
in respect to the private concerns of individuals, and the public 
concerns of the church. Faith, indeed, is the only condition upon 
which we are warranted to expect spiritual good. " He that 
cometh unto God, must believe (not only) that he is, but (also) 
that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him."­
" ·without faith it is impossible to please God." 1'he spirit 
of divine testimony is, " Only believe, and thou shalt see the 
glory of God." Hence " All things are possible to him that 
L>clieveth." The ground of connexion between faith and success 
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appears to lie, tlmt faith honours the divine perfections and 
government. Faith is the strongest acknowledgment that we 
can make of the excellency of the power, veracity, and mercy 
of God. It gi,·es Hirn also the entire glory of all that is effected; 
while in the absence of faith that glory is withheld*. 

But it may be asked, \Vhat i,, the nature and amount of suc­
cess which faith will Esecure? That dependf! entirely npon the 
vigour of thi~ grace in the mind. The rule is, "Be it unto thee 
nccordi11g to thy faith." But faith must always have respt>ct to 
things that are promised; when it goes beyond this, it is not 
scriptural faith, but presumption. He that labours in the gos­
pel, trusting in God for all necessary aid, will obtain it; for it is 
promised. " As thy day i;;, so shall thy strength he." He that 
dispenses the gospel in the assn ranee that it is" the power of God 
unto ,mlvation," will uot waut fol' succe,,s to prove that it is so, 
exactlv as Go<l hath declared it to be. He that belit>ves that cliffi­
cultie;, formidable as they may be, will vanish before the sc1·ip­
tural and persereri11g efforts of the servant of Christ, will un­
doubtedly ha Ye to rejoice in their annihilation; for thecfo,ine p1·0-
mise is," 0 great mountain, thou shalt become a plain." These 
and other things in the experience of those who are engaged in 
the spread of thP Gospel might be establislwd by examples, were 
it nPcessary; but such examples must occm to those who are 
familiar with the Seriptures and the history of the church. 

Thns faith appears to be the spring and support of all evan­
gelical enterprise; the touchstone of true missionary labour, and 
the earnest of its success. Hut is there not reason to fear, 
from the little success which has hitherto appeared, that faith 
has not received from many the attention it demands? There is; 
and it is matte1· of deep lamentation; for thereby much time 
has been l01;t, and much labour expended in Yain. May the 
preceding remarks be successful in inducing all who may pe­
ruse them, to seek 11eriously the cultivation of this grace, and to 
pray earnestly like the apostles, "Lord, increase our faith." It 
does not admit of doubt, that were the servants of Christ to 
preach au<l pray, and labour in faith, beyond what they have 
hitherto done, we ,-hould not have :,;o many compla:nts of want 
of success. The desert around us would then " rej')iee and blos­
som as the rose-yea, become as t.he garden of the Lord.'' The 
servants of Christ would then have exultingly to say, "Now 
thanks Le unto God, which always causeth u,, to triumph in 
Christ, and maketh ma11ifest the savour of his knowledge Ly 
us in every place." P. S. 

* ThiR is no doubt just-hut the great reason wl1y success is so depend­
:mt upon faith in the "!l:ent is clearly, a~ well stated above, the salutary 
influence it exerts over the mind of him who labours in tlie cause of God, 
producing confidence, enterprize, love, zeal, piety, persevennce, &c.-E». 
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IV.-T!1e Com1ection between Geology ancl t!ie Mosufo His­
tor.11 of the Creation. By Edwflrd Hitclwod,, l'rofessu1· 
of Cl,eniistry and Nat. Hist. in Amherst College. 

[Continued from p. 416.] 

But notwithstanding these strong arguments nnd wei11;hty auth01·ities, 
we find ourselves compt>lle<l to look upon this interpret.,tion of the Mosaic 
days as untenahle, and for the following 1·easons. Some of these reasons 
are of ~o deci,led a character that we cannot resist their power. 

I. The tPrms (l,r, and i;:-l) evening and morning, which begin and 
end, or rather constitute the Mosaic days, 1·ender it extremely p1·0\iable 
that the writer intenrled merely 01·dinary days. The phrase •:,•1 y,i1.,;-r, 
01' icl ,·erse .s, 8, 13, 19, 23, an<l 31, means literally and there was 
evening and tl1ere was mo1"11i11g, a d11y. NolV in the words of Professor 
Stuart, we may inquire, " is an evening and a morning a period of some 
thousands of years? Is it in any sense, when so employed, an iudelinite 
period? The answer is so plain an,! certain, that I need not repeat it*." 
It is clear that in his case the writer describes a day according to the 
Hebrew mode of computation, that is from sunset to sunset-a vv1<61/1'-•Pov. 
Ancl in what more ,lefinite way could he describe a literal day? 

The fifth verse seems still further to co11fi1·m the literal interpretation 
of 01'. In the first part of it, it is said that God called the light day, and 
the darkness night. Can there be any doubt but this is a literal day and a 
literal night? The exti·eme simplicity of the narration seems to render 
the idea of a svnecdochial use of the words ahsurd. But in the same fiftlt 
verse, the woril D1' is used to designate one of the six periods of the crea. 
tion. ,vhat law of interpretation will justify us in supposing the sense 
to be thus suddrnly changed, with no intimation on the part of the 
writer, and "·ithout any necessity in the text? 

The Mosaic history, indeed, r,ppear~ to be one of the plainest pieces of 
histo1·y in any language, adapted to the un(!erstandings of men sca1·cely 
at all cultirate,I. Trne, its exi>gesis is not fret! from difficulty: but we 
app1·ehencl that those difficulties result from its g1·eat brevity and ex­
treme simplicit)', rnther than from any occult and marvellous truths con. 
tained under figurati,·e language. The man who comes to that history 
with his head full of philological rnles aml geological difficulties, is 
disappoiuted and perplexerl ; because he expects to find too much in it. 
But the unlettered man finds most cleal"ly exhibited there the great truth 
that Goel created the uni verse and brought it into its present state, not 
in a moment of time, but gradually, as a human workman accomplishes an 
uncle1·taking; ancl with these truths he is satisfied. Probably no such 
man e,·er thought that there was any thing figurative in that history: and 
this fact we think is a strong 1·easo11 why the commentato1· should regard 
it as a literal history, unless imperiously required by the facts of science 
to regard it as figumtive. Such necessity we cannot believe yet exists. 

Now the whole argument in favor of rega1·ding the Mosaic days as 
exte11dEd periods, rests upon the assumption that the language is meta­
phorical ; and nearly every passage from othe.r parts of Scripture brought 
to sustaiu this interpretation is most evidently figurative ; as the day of 
the Lo,-d, tlie da!J of prosperity, Bfc. The ouly exception to this remark 
is perhaps Gen. 2: 4, which passage does certainly favo1· the interpre­
tation of indefinite clemiu1·gic periods ; though by no means sufficient, in 
our opinion, to establish it. Jn order to do this, it must be shown, we 
think, that the histo1·y of the creation is figurative or poetical. And if thia 

• Comitock's Geology, p. ll08, Hartford, 1834. 
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can be done, we know of no portion of history in the Ilible, however sim­
ple aml plain, tlwt may not be regarded as figurative. 

2. The word day is nsed se,·eral times in the Mosaic writings, wl1ere 
refert>nce is made to the works of creation, in such a connection t.hat we 
are compelled tu understnnd it as mea11ing only a common day. \\'e have 
nlrea,ly referre1l to nn inst:mce of this kind in Gen. l: s, where c,,, in one 
part of the l't'rH•, means most evidently a common d:iy, while in the othe1· 
part of tl,e n•rse it denotes one of the deminr~ic periods. Nor is there 
any thing in the lanl!"uagt> ur connection tlmt giv,•s the lea8t intimation of 
any d1a11ge of nwa11i11g : ,md therefore suund. criticism compels us to 
regard its me:ining in huth cases as identical. Another passage occurs in 
Exodus xx. 9, 10, 11. Si,-i: da_1;s slwlt thou lnlmr n11d do all tliy work: 
But the se1,1'11th day is //,e sabbath of the Lord t/,y God: in it thou shaft not 
do any u·orlr, ,\c. Fo,· in .•i.r d11ys the [,r,rd made Immen and earth, tlte aea 
and ull thflt in tliem is, and ,-psted the J>eve11tlt d11y: wl,erefo1'e the Lord blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (See a panillel pa,sage Ex. :xxxi. 17.) It 
is impossible to 1luubt that in this passage the first six days spoken of, as 
well as the sel'enth or sahhat h day, are literal days : nor can there be any 
more doubt as tu the sahbath day, in \'erse 11. \\'hat possible ground is 
tht>re, unless we seek for it in the records of geology,-we mean, what 
ground in the passage itself, for Hen suspecting that different meanings 
should be attach<'d to the other six days of creation, and to the se,·enth day 
of rc~t in thi~ passage? Nay, a different meaning cannut l,e attached to 
the latter, except in defiance of all the rules of interpretation. For there 
is 11ot merely no el'i,lence in favor of a l'hange in the meaning, but posi­
tive a11d deri,-in1 el'idt>nce against it, so far as philology is concerned. 

Some rpgard it as a strong el'idence that the i\lusaic days were not inde­
finite periods, l,ecause such an interpretation seems lo them, in the pas­
sage uruler consideration, to nullify the reason assigned fo1· the sanctifi­
cation of the sahbath. \Ve hal'e never, howel'er, felt deeply the force of 
this ohjectio11: and we have 1·egal'Cled l\Jr. Faber's 1·eply to it as tolerably 
satisfactorr. He regards "our minur week as a commemorative epitome 
of the great wet"k," in which Go1l created the universe. A111l he maintains 
that this prolonged rest of Jehovah from his mighty work may be urged 
ns a reason fur man to observe each se,·enth natural day for a sabbath, 
"·ith as much force as if the rest of the D,•ity had been only 24, hours. 
But admitting all this, om· difficulty is not remol'ed. It seems to us to be 
inadmissil,le to suppose that in the passage of the moral law which we 
have quoted, there should be found such a jumbling together of literal 
and figuratil'e meaning as them must be, if duy means one thing at the 
beginning anil end of the fourth commandment, and a different thing in 
the middle. If, indeed, the first chapter ofGeuesis expres,ly told us that 
day means an indefinite period, it might be consonant to the rules of cri­
ticism to explain the hrief description in the moral Jaw, by the more 
extende1l account in Genesis: but the fact is, that even in Genesis, no 
one would be led, from the account itself, to attach a11y other than a liternl 
meaning to the word. And, therefore, it wonld he doing- Yiolence to every 
principle of sound {'l"iticism to inti·oduce such mi l'nig111a into so plain anJ 
unimpassioned a piece of composition as the mural law. For ernn if auy 
one can persuade himself that the :\Iosaic account of the creation is poetry 
and not historv, we apprehend that no one will h,ll'e the harclihuud to 
maintain that there is any thing in the moral law bnt plain literal prose. 

If, in so plain a passag·e, day is not tu be taken in a litnal sense, how is 
it possible to d .. termine hut that it means an indefinite period in other 
cases equally plain? \Vhen !\loses, for instance, de,cril,es the waters of 
the deluge as p1·evailing 1.50 days, what should hinder us from reg:u·dinir 
the actual time as so many thousands or even millions of years? 
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supremely ridiculous, to endeavour to put upon Moses the strnit jacket of 
mod~m naturalists, and to represent him as employing the accurate and 
precise language of science, when he so obviously uses words in a loose 
and popular sense. 

5. Such are the philosophical difficulties in the way of understanding 
tlie .Mosaic clays as long periods. But we have also an ohjection to such 
an interpretation on geological grounds: and had we ever seen it noticed 
by any write,·, we should feel confident that it is more diffifult to be sur­
mounted than the exegetical difficulty. Universally, we belie,·e, those who 
adopt this interpretation suppose that every species of animals and plants 
on the globe, fossil as well as living, was created during the six demiurgic 
periods. Conse11uently, all those I 00,000 specit's of plants, cryptogamian 
as well as phenogamian, 110w growing on the glohe, must ha,•e been crea­
ted during the third period : for ,.\-loses does not describe any creation of 
vegetables after the third dny. All those species of animal~ that now live 
in the water,; the zoophyta, the testacea, the l'l"llstace:o, the fishes, and 
the sea mon~ters, as well HS flying birds and insects, must have been crea­
ted 011 the fifth clav, for the same reason: and in like m,mner, on the 
sixth day the land· animals. But it is a well established fact, that of 
more than 3000 species of plants and animals that are found fossil in the 
secondary rocks, not a single specie.~ corresponds with any now living on 
the g-lohe: and e,·en out of the 3000 fossil species in the tertiary forma­
tion, less than 600 are identical with living species ; and most of those 
that are identical, occur in the uppermost members even of the tertiary 
strata. N01r, if existing species were created at the same time with the 
extinct on,,,, can any reason he gi,·en why their remains are not found 
mixed together? Even if we could show how a few species might be 
absent i11 the rol'ks, .ilthough now alive on the earth, yet it seems clt>ar to 
us, th"t the total dissimilarity between living and fossil species is entil·ely 
inexplicahle on the supposition that they were contemporary inhabitants 
of thP globe. We know that onr present species are continually dying, 
an,I that thei1· harde1· parts are as easily preserved as those of the extinct 
species: and the conclusion is inesistible, that they did not exist nt the 
same time on the earth: otherwise their remains must have been found 
in rocks. 

Do the advocates of this mode of interpretation admit this? Then they 
admit that more cre11tions of animal~ and plants have taken place than 
MoseE describes: for he deRcribes but a ~ingle creation for each class. It 
follows of course that those which he does describe are only sue!. as are 
now found fossil: that is to say, he speaks not at all about the creation of 
our present races of orgnnized beings, but only of those entombed in the 
rocks, wl,ose existence was not known till modern times. We do not 
belie,·e that any man will attempt to maintain this alternative. 

It is po,sihle, howe\'l;r, that some who feel the pressure of this reason­
ing, rntl1e1· than ahan,lon their favorite exegesis of the Mosaic c!Hys, will 
take the groun,l tlial the fos,il species are not emh1·aced in the Cl'eation 
described in Genesis, hut only existing 5pecies. But if so, whrre is the 
need of regarding the clemiurgic days :is extended periods ; for it is the 
history of organic remains, and that Or<LV, which hns led any to iidopt 
tliis interpretation. If they exclu,le organic remains from the l\fosaic 
creation, they do not at all relieve the geological difficulty. They must 
then not only defend an ex!'gesis, wl1ich, at the hest, is not admissible 
on philological principles, except in an extreme case, but they must still 
seek some other mode of relieving the geological difficulty. 

In stating the arguments in favor of the mode of interpretation under 
consideration, we have seen that its advocates place great reliance upon 
the supposed coincidence between the order in which Mosei describes the 
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succl'ssive classes of plants and animals to lull'e been created, and that 
which gt>ology de\'elopes; and Professor Jameson has contri1·ed to drnw 
out a table of these coinci,lences in such a manne1· as to make the ar~u­
ment appeai· quite plausible. But its fallacy is demonstrate,! by the prin­
ciples" hid, we ttre examiniug·. For, in the first place, it appears clem·, 
that if Moses' account of the c1·eation of organizer! beings embl'llces the 
fossil ~pt'Cil'S, tlwn the present races of animals a11d 11lants were not in­
cludecl: :111 011i11ion too absunl to be admitted hy any reasonahl,, man. But 
if he does not include the fossil species, then of cour,e the pretended co­
incidence betwt't'n the biblical and the geological order of creation must 
he gi1·en up. In the second place, e1·en if 1re admit the fossil species to 
In• com111· .. h,•111led in the ~losaic account, the order in which we find them 
in the rock~ 1loes not correspond with the statements in Genesis, if we 
suppose the days tu be externled periods. l\Joses repl'esents veg·etahles 
oulv to ha1·e been created on the third day, and no animals until the fifth : 
so that if tht'se days were long- periods, the earth must have existed a 
g1eat whilt>, uearly u1w-thinl of its whole duration, ( rn 01· 14, thousands 
of years a,·conling to Fabel',) covered only by plants. Hence we should 
expect tu find ahout one-third of the fossiliferous rocks, reckoning upward 
from the lo1rest, to contain ouly vegetahle l'emains. But the fact is, animal 
remains are foun,1 as low anwng thll rncks as vegetables ; although, per­
haps, in the ver.11 lowest the latter are the most numerous: but taking in 
the whole of the graywacke group of De La Beche, animals are fifty 
times more numerous than plants. And the graywacke group does not hy 
am• means emhl'ace one third of the fossiliferous rocks. Again, according 
to ·the Bible thus interpreted, we ought to expect, after about one thi1·d of 
the fossiliferous rncks were deposited, that those which follow should con­
tain a great abundance of marine animals and birds: whel'eas, in fact, 
when "'e have ascended through about one-thir1l of the series, abounding 
in marine animals, we find a formation (the coal measures), containing 
vegetable ,·dies almost t'xclusi\'ely: nnd immediately above this, we come 
to an extensil'e group (the 1·ed sandstone formation,) containing but few 
animals or vegetable~ : and then a mixture of the two to the top of the 
series! 

It seems to us, then, that if we confine our attention to organic remains, 
and suppose the :\losaic days to be extended periods, we shall find a 
marked discrepancy hetw.-en the onle1· of creation given in Gt'nesis and 
that shown us by the geological recu1·ds. True, there is a remat·kable 
coincidence between the two records as to the state of the globe befo1·e 
we have any el'idence that it containe,I organized beings : but thi!il has 
nothing to do with the theory which rel{ards the l\losaic day,; as extended 
periods. It is an example of coincidence between geology and revelation, 
and nut between any particula1· theo1-y of interp1·etation and the sacred 
record. Yet if this he st1·icken out of Prof. Jameson's " table of coin­
cidences," as well as bis last item, which relates not to the Mosaic dars 
hut to the deluge, there will be left only a feeble support to this peculiar 
theory; especially if, as we have endeavoured to show, there exists dis­
crepancy where he describes coincidence. 

In conclusion of this extended view of the theory which expands tl1e 
l\Iosaic days into indefinite periods, we cannot avoid the conclusion, that 
both philology aud geology present very powe1·ful arguments against its 
adoption: and, therefore, nothing but the most urgent necessity, nothing 
but the conviction that we must either adopt it or abandon Revelation, 
should lead us to admit it. In such a case we should coincide with the 
opinion of Sharon Turne1·.-" If," says he, "thern were an absolute neces­
sity for making such an election, it would be most reasonable to coincide 
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with their i<)('a" (who 11dvocate this theory".) " We a1·e not by any 
n>e1111s surt> with i\lr. Faber and others," says the Ch1•i.ytian Observer, 
" th11t with II view to make g!'ology and Scripture coincide, it is necessarr 
to construe the worrl " day" in the first chapter of Uenesis, as meaning an 
i11d .. fi11ite m1rl lengthened period of time; but eve11 if it be so, it is a lt!ss 
terrific conl'lnsion that this is the right sense, than that the Bible says 
one thing, ,md the undeniable phenomena of the e,u-th's structu1·e ano­
thert." But we 1tre far from helic,·ing that m1y such alternative as thi~ 
exists. And such is the opinion of many of the ablest geolo,!!;isls in Europe. 
"Anotbe1· indiscretion," says Prnfosso1· Sedll;wick, " has been committed 
by some excellent Christian writers on the subject of geology. They ha,·e 
noL denied the facts established by thi, science, uor have they confouuded 
the natm·e of physic~! and moral evidence: but they have prematu1·ely 
eudea,·oured to bring the natural history of the earth into a lite..al acco1·d. 
ance with the hook of Genesis-first, hy g1·eatly extending the periods of 
time implied hy the six days of creation (and whether this may he rightly 
done, is a question only of c1·itici.Ym, and not nf philosoph_lJ); an,l secondly, 
by endeavouring to show, that, 11nde1· this new interpretation of its words, 
the narrative of Moses may he supposed to comprehend and describe in 
order, the successh·e epochs of geology. It is to be feared that truth may, 
in this way, receh•e a double injury; and I am certain that the argument 
just alluded to has been unsuccessful!." 

It h11s been already 1·ema1·ked, that most commentators on the Bihle 
reject the interpretation which extends the length of the i\Josaic days. It 
ought to he m,•ntioned, however, that very few of them, perhaps none, 
have been prnctically acquainted with geology: and therefore their opini­
ons on this point ha Ye less weight than in cases where philology only is 
concernrd. Judging by philological rules only, the most disting11ishe1I 
among them are Yery decided as to the meaning of" day." " Many of 
those," says RosenmUller, " who belie.-e that things di,l really originate 
as here explained, hy those six clays unrlerstand periods of many days or 
years, el'idently contrary to all the laws of inteq,retation ancl the scope of 
the whole narrative; notwitl1standi11g what Hen,le1· may say, &c."§ 
" As to the views of our author, in respect to the length of the days and 
11ights at the creation," says Professor Stuart, " nothing can be plainer 
than that u.rnal days and nights are meant. How could he say, that ' the 
eveniug and the 111ol'lii119 made them,' if this ue not truell ?" But it is 
unnecessary to multiply authorities on this suhject. 

I 2. Some huue m1tintai11ed that oui· pi·esrnt earth was formed out of tl1e 
ruiris of a foi-me1· u·o1·/d; a11rl that the creation desci·ibed in Genesis was 
mei·ely a re-arrangement of tltese materials. 

" \Ve are not called upon," says Bishop Sumner, " to deny the possible 
existence of p1·evious worlds, from the wreck of which our globe was 01·­
ganized, an(l the ruins of which arc 110w furnishing matter to ou1· c111·io­
~ity4'1'." " Geology," says anothe1· ahlc writer, "goes further than the 
Mosaic account, in ~howing that the present system of this planet is built 
on the wreck anti ruins of one mo1·e ancient·"''." In Olli' quotations from 
Dathe and Doerlerlin on a forme1· page, it a11pears that views simila1· to 
those of Bishop Sumner are very prevalent in Germany. They differ from 
the next mode which we shall de;;cribe of interp1·eti11g the Mosaic account 

*· Sacred History of the World, vol. i. p. 3~. 
t London Christian Observer, 1833, p. H3, 
! ~e<lgwick's Discourse. 
§ Rosen, in Vet. Test: Lei1>sic, 1828. 
II Hebrew Cbrestomatby, p, I IS. Andover, 1829. . 
,; R•cords of Creation, vu!. ii. p. 356. *" Vindicia: Geolog1cie, p. 2~. 
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so as to corl'espond with geology, only in supposin~ that the forme1· world, 
on which our prt>sent fos~il animals and plants lil'etl anrl died, was destroy­
ed a111l the earth reduce,! to a chnotic state. from whid, Go,! redeemed it 
during the six day~ of creation. lmleed, we ha\'e very much 1louhted 
,vhether, in the minds of most writers, there is an\' distinction between 
these t"'o theories: for they use language which ~erms to imply, that 
when tlH·r s11eak of the " wreck" a111I " ruins" of a previous "'odd, they 
mean nothing more than that a widely differpnt ,tatr of thin!!"< formerly 
exisle1l on the glohe, so that in some sense it might he calle,I another world; 
a111l some great change must ha,·e taken ph1ce bt~fore thl' prest>nt order of 
thing·s was established and the present rnces of animals and plants was 
created, Hut if thry ,Jo mean that in early times this globe was, fo1· a 
long 11erio1l, in a slate similar to the prl'sent as to climate and tempera. 
ture, so that the exi,ling races of animals and plants might have inhabit. 
ed it, and that af1erward,; it was reduced again to a chaotic state, they are 
11nsustai11ed in such opinions by geological facts. There is no e1•idence 
that there has e1·l!r been any deteriorntion in the condition of our planet, 
except for a short period at the time wh1,i1 some gene1·al catastrophe hap­
pened : for in the end it appears that el'ery change has been imp1·ovement 
in its condition. The crn,t of the globe is not a confused mixture of the 
fragments of former worlds: hut the formations are superimposed one 
upon another in as regular a manner as the drnwers of a well regulated 
cabinet. True, the strata ha\'e been mostly fractured and tilted up, and 
sometimes dislocated ; but all this has rarely disturbed their order of su. 
perposition. To the superficial obserl'er there is an appearance of confu­
sion mul ruin: but a thorough examination shows that this is a deception. 
Eve1·y thing demonstmtes tint the globe has undergone a succession of 
changes, slow in their consummation though attended often by paroxys. 
mal efforts, fitting it fo1· races of animals and plants successively more corn. 
plicated am! delicate in their organization, until at last, about 6000 years 
ago, it became adapted to be the probationary ahode ofmo1·al and intellec. 
tual beine;s. There is certainh' no evidence of a middle state of desola­
tion and ~haos between an eadie1· and a later condition, adapted to ani­
mal and vegetable natures. 

" The earth," in the eloquent language of Professor Silliman, " is un~ 
like :'llemphi,;, Thehl'S, Persepolis, Babylon, Balhec, or Palmyra, which 
present merely confused and mutilated masses of colossal and beautiful 
architecture, answering no purpose except to 11:ratify curiosity, and to 
awaken a sublime and pathetic moral feding ;-it is rather, like modern 
Rome, rt>plete indeed, with the rnins of the ancient city, in part re-arrang. 
ed for p11rpose5 of utility and ornament, but also covered by the regular 
and perfe1·t constructions of subsequent centuries." 

J t is only against that point of this theory which regards the crust of 
the globe 11s a confused mass oi ruins derived from an earlier world, that 
we ohjeet. But the argument in fa,·01· of, and against, the leading prin­
ciples of the the01·y, viz., that which supposes the l\fosaic account to pass 
in sileuce a long period between the original creation of the globe and 
the creation of our p1·esent races of plants and animals,-this argument 
we shall examine under the next reconciling theory. 

" Dnkewell's Geology, p. 436, 

[To be continued.] 
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And guide this anxious soul aright, 
Robbed ofRU comfort, dark as night! 
The raven's note, the lambkin's sound,­
In these the wretched cause is found, 
\Vhose restless all.consuming flame 
Torments and scorches up my frame. 
The god of many heads displays 
A vehicle's expanded rnys, 
Whose airy food was sire to one 
Of wondrous fame in times by.gone; 
\'Vhose cunning craft and valour too 
Bade long in dust and ashes rue 
The ten.head giant's city 1·are, 
The monster's deed upon the fair. 
Great was the sorrO\v thence that rose ;­
As keen a woe this bosom knows. 
Sprung from the sacred cow is he 
'J'hat bears the three.eyed deity, 
Dread Lord,-Oh fearful to behold! 
Begirt with ornamental fold 
Of one whose feathea·'d foe sustains 
The sire of him that works my pains ; 
Arm'd with a five.fold rlart and fell­
'Tis he, 'tis he my lips would tell; 
\Vhose poison' d fang drinks up my life; 
Ah! say, my friend, how long the strife 
May last within and I still live? 
Quickly some soothing comfort give­
Or tha·ice but tell each ancient sage, 
And add the four.fold Vedic page; 
Next thence remove love's feathery shaft,­
So learn, my friend, what once but quaft"d, 
Shall prove the final only cure 
For sorrows such as I endure, 
\Vhom, hapless, adverse fates propel 
To drink it and descend to hell! 

Chinsura, 1836. 

LSEPT. 

VI.-Cltapter of Indian Correspondence, No. VI. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Having read with much interest the communications with 
which you have favoured your readers, under the name of 
" Chapter of Indian Correspondence," I beg to offer you for 
publication under that head some extracts of letters recently 
received, which may, I think, be acceptable to your numerou:§ 
1eaders. The two first are from Native youths, oue of whom 
was educated at a Missionary iustitution in Calcutta, and the 
other at the Delhi College; ancl Loth will serve to illush·ate the 
habit of observation, and the spirit of benevolent exertion in 
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favour of the impl'ovement of their countrymen, which such 
education seldom fails to inspire. 

I beg to add a third extract, as exhibiting, fol' the imitation 
of all laboure1·,, in the Gospel, that spirit of devotion, zeal, and 
compassion which it is the privilege of the devoted l\Ii,,-i,;ionary 
to foPI, and which ren1lers him, even in the depri,·ation of all 
t>arthly comforts, arnl amidst trials of his faith the most 
depressing, a happier man than the richest enjoyments or high­
est houom·:s of the world can l've1· make theil' possessor. 

I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful servant, 

BETA, 

l .-E.rt,·actfrom a letter from a Native Teacher to his former lnstructor, 
dated Pumeah, March 8, 1836, 

l now take the opportunity to furnish you with some information 1·t>-
1,tal'Cling the prospects which Purneah holds out in the establishment of 
En~lish schools, towards the moral emancipation of the peol-'le. 

The people here th,m may be divided into th1·ee classes-the lahoring, 
the middle, and the zemindars. The first, unde-r which are included the 
herdsmen, the fishermen, the husbandmen and artizans of every descrip­
tion, is a highly degraded and wl'etched class of people. Their dress, their 
appearance, theil' cottages, and in short, their whole method of life, ,trongly 
warrant the assertion, that poverty prevails among them to a miserable ex­
tent. ,vhether in the chilling blasts of winter, the refreshing breezes of 
spring, the scorching suns of summer, or the obnoxious easterly winds of 
autumn, one piece of thick cloth serves them for covering; while their chil­
dren go almost naked, whatever may be the vicissitudes of the seasons! Their 
daily support depends upon the produce of their day's labor, and want of 
employment is to them inevitable starvation. Their children, at the same 
time, tend flocks of milch cows an,I buffaloes, so that the whole day is occupied 
in the se\'eral drudgeries of life-they have consequently so little oppor­
tunity to acf1uire knowledge, that though every other facility were afforded 
them, they would yet go backward. Of the value of knowledge they have no 
right conception; to leave off, the1·efore, their daily occupations and cou­
secrate their time to study, appears to them quite unnecessary, inasmuch 
as no immediate advantage can be del'il'ed from the latter. They have 
no written language: what they speak is a compound of con·upt Bengali 
and corrupt Hindustani, They have no regular schools like those in 
Bengal, for the education of their child1·en; they a1·e so taken up with the 
occupations of life, that sur!'ounding objects make no impl'ession on them, 
and nm·elties scarcely excite theil- curiosity. Hence, though the school 
there has now been set agoing for more than a year, they have never been 
tempted to inquire or see what it means and what its objects are ; every 
thing that has no connection with the acquisition of a livelihood be­
ing a matter of indifference with them. 

The Lalas and a small number of .i\lusalmans who compose the second 
class, a1·e not the aborigines, but emig1·ants from the adjoining district8, 
who are employed about the courts here. In thei1· condition they 
are much better off, living in easy circumstances, and may be compared to 
the greater part of the natives in Bengal who call themselves ke1•,i,11is. 
Now you know that Persian is the language of the courts here : the Lalas, 
therefore, think the study of it alone w01·th thei1· while. They are such bigot. 
ted advocates fo1· Persian, that tbough the superiority of the English, as a 

3o~ 
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]angunge pel'fect in its kind, may he demonstl'ated to them by cogent nr. 
guments, nothing can shake their misguided belief. A few of them have, 
howe1·er, been persuaded to send their children to the school ; but then they 
ha\'e no desire to study English for the sake of its importance, but only to 
gratify curiosity. 

The zemindars who are situated in the interior of the 11istrict, are, for 
the niost pa1·t, opulent brahmans from Tirhut. \Vith them a know ledge 
of their own Shastras and a little smattering of Persian are all that is ne. 
cessarv for the conduct of life and business; since in their monl'v transac­
tions 'they have much to do with the courts, and they therefol'e con­
ceive it necessary to know a little of the court language to enable them 
to carry on their concerns with undel'standing, whilst the study of a 
foreign lan~uage is thought superfluous; so that, be it said to the discre­
dit of the district; that whethe1· amongst the l'ich 01· the poor, the same 
sort of feelin11: exists with respect to the study of English; while in evel'y 
other district, wealthy people have not only contributed towards the dif­
fusion of English lrnowledge, but have also availed themselves of the oppor­
tunity l!,"i,·en to study it for themseh·es, wherever schools have been es­
tablished. \Vhile on this subject, I should do injustice to my feelings, were 
I not to mention the indifference which several European gentlemen of 
the station hal'e e1·i11ced t.owartl~ the institution; which therefore, I am sorry 
to say, has since greatly declined for want of proper notice being taken of it 
by the E11ro11ean community here. Pul'Tleah does still ;1dmit of improvement. 
Let Gol'ernment come forwanl to patronize schools; let Missionaries be sent, 
and the diJficulties that now defy individual exertions, will g·ive way 
before united effort. 

2.-Ex/ract of a letter from a .iVative Cm·respondent, dated Loodianalt, 
9th July, 1836. 

It will he satisfactory to you to know that the Loo,lianah School is 
making fair progress, under tl,e good auspices of its zealous patrons and 
kacher~. The first class has :;·one through half of the B1·ief Survev of 
Hi,tory, and to ahout the same ••xtent in \Voodbri,lge's Geography, arid as 
for as compound dil'ision in arithmetic. The other classes have also ad­
\'anced in thei1· English studies, an,I I am happy to say the young Nawab 
takes more pains than before. \Ve now hegin to entertain a hope that he 
will make a helter scholar than what was expected of him heretofo1·e. 
Bishon Singh is also attentive to his studies; hut I aru sorry to say that 
Diyal Singh, the L,irlwa Chief's sou, h:.ving- lately marrie,1, h:1s been absent 
from the school for many days, much against Captain Wade's wishes. He 
will not be back for some days yet. \Vlien he returns he will be hardly 
pressed to make up for his lost time. 

You will he g-lad to find that Shah Zaman, at Captain Wade's persua. 
sion, has established a Persian School for the risiug- offspring of his nume-
1·ous sons a111l depemleuts, and that he has engal!ed two or three i\foulavis 
for that puq,ose. Two municipal schools, one Hinrli and the other Pe1·sian, 
are proposed to he estahlishdetl by Captain \Vade, besides a school foi· 
paupers; the last at his own expence. The others will be more an incor­
poration of schools already existinl{ than new estahlishments. At present 
the schools in the town are quite neglected, aml inadequate to the wants 
of its inhal,itants. Shah Shujah has also been recommende,l to found a 
school for his people, who are at present in a misernble state of ignorance. 
He has greate1· means at command than his brother, but is neither so libe. 
ral nor so public spil'ited as Shah Zaman. 

It is circulated here that Nanihal Si~gh, the grandson of Ranjit Singh, 
has recently taken Tonk, and obliged Alahdad Khan, the l'Ule1· of the 
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pince, to fly and to take refuge in the neighbouring mountains. llis father 
paid tribute to the Lahore Government. By the con11uest of thiii place 
another passage to Kabul has hE'en laid open to the Sikhs. Tiu• route 
from Lahore to Tonk lies thn1ugh rugged and difficult hills. It i, sui,I to 
be a remai·kably rich and fe1·tile district, nml yields a revenue of two or 
three lakhs of rnpees annually. Ha\'ing established themseh·es at Lo,lri.klt 
in Tiht>t, the Sikh offict-rs are reported to han, turner] their arms against 
Little Tihet; hut as this province is s11rrounde1l hy imperwtrahlc natural 
honndaries, it is anticipated that they will experience g1·eat difficulties in 
the attempt. 

Ranjit Singh is talking of forming a cantonment in Qasur, an,l has 
ordered n residence to he l111ilt for himself. The native opinion is, that his 
moti\'e is to counteract the possible future designs of the British Gov­
ernment to establish a cantonment at Ferozpur. 

From letters lately received from Kashmir, it appears that on the 
21st of May last a ,·ery violent shock of an earthquake was felt in that 
city. Several people sitting at their windows upstairs, received severe in­
juries by being thrown down to the ground, and numbers of buildings were 
overthrown during the continuance of the shocks. It appears that Kash­
mfr abounds suhterraneou~ly in sulphureons matter. About eight years 
ago there was felt a very \'iolent earthquake, which continued at interval:. 
for eight months, and was the principal cause of the calamity and famine 
that raged for some succeeding years in that province. 

,v e ha,·e latt>ly had a very destructive shower of rain. The city was 
inundated, and many builclings have been destroyed. It rained incessantly 
one night and day, and the inundation ,vo1ild have proved more destmc­
ti,·e had it not heen for the pe1·sonal exertions of Captain \.Varle, who 
immediately ordered some exti-a broad drains to be dug, and thus the 
water was at once carried out of the city by diffe1·ent channels. To secure 
the inhabitants from such events in future, he has proposed to those 
whose houses fell a prey to the late calamity, to make choice of a higher 
piece of ground than they formerly occupied. Among othe1·s, the houses 
being built hy the American Missionaries have suffe1·ed from the violence 
of the rain, particularly their school.room, which had been nearly finished. 
Though the sky looks cloudy at present, still the weather has been very 
warm for some days past." 

3.-Lelterfrom a ,lfissionary in Barmah to his friend. 
I learn from letters recently rt>ct>ived, that you are expecting soon to 

be away from ---. Well, then, perhaps our next meeting will be in 
l1ea,·en. But are we prepared for heaven? I ask not whether we have a 
hope built u11on the llock of Ages; but whether our work is done, and well 
clone up to the p1·esent time? To do the work of the clay in the day, is a 
maxim that ought never to be overlooked ; and this is the only way that 
we can be sure of being 1·eady to die. J\lay the Lord help you and me, my 
_brother, to be fast ripening fo1· heaven. Is it not a truth, that heaven is fit 
for him who is prepared to die? I have lately, more than almost ever be­
fore, been feeling the importance of preaching and praying, and doing all 
I do, as a dying man. I often think how I shoulrl feel were I delive1·ing 
my farewell address to the dying heathen, and at the close to go to meet 
them at the judgment. And have we to meet these heathen with whom 
we are daily associating at the judgment ? Solemn thought ! May it be 
ours never to lose sight of this fact. But oh the untold value of their 
souls ! And yet I saw a man the other day standing upon the confines 
of the two worlds-standing without a hope in Ch1·ist, Ah ! my brother, 
would that this were a solitary case I But, alas! where stand the multi. 
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tude? Here my heart sinks down within me. 0 Jesus, save the purchase 
of thy hlood ! \Veil, brother, we have yet the antidote for all their 
sufferings, and there is no want of motive to draw us out in its application, 
Let us then go with aching hearts and streaming eyes, as di,l our blessed 
Lord; and ours will be the happy portion of him " who goeth forth and 
weepeth, hearing precious seed, hut cometh again with rejoicing. hringing his 
sheaves with him." Anti shall this he our blissful privilege? Yes. Blessed 
be God, yon and I, my brother, will be allowed to stand upon Mount Sion, 
and say, ' Here are we, and the children whom thou hast given us.' 

VIL-Notices regal'ding Hindu Festivals occm·ring in 
dijferent months.-No. 9, September. 

SEPTllDfBlcR 2.-Janrna A~htami. 
This is the anniversary of K1·i§h~1a's birth-day. This god, 

who is a form of Vi,-hnu, was incarnate to destroy king Kan,qsa 
and other giant;,, whose wickedness had filled the earth with 
,•iolence and crime. His father's name was Basu Deb, and 
his mother's Daibakt K angsa having received supernatural 
intimation that Daibakfs son was hereafter to kill him, sought 
to destrov the infant Krishna ; wherefore his father fled with 
him to Iirindaban, and c~n~ealed him in the house of Nanda, 
a cow-keeper, whose son he was held to be Ly all the neigh­
bourhood. 

Ka119sa having heard of his retreat, devised many means 
of depriving him of life; but was foiled in all: Kri$h(ta over­
coming all the giants, hydras, &c. sent against him. He con­
tinued many years at Brind{tban in the capacity of a cow­
kef'pt>r, and occupied with frolics and licentious acts of all 
kinds with the milkmaids of the country, especially with Radhfz, 
the wife of Ayon Glwsa, whom he seduced. At last he pro­
ceeded to ~llathura, the royal residence, and killed K angsa, 
as had Leen predicted. Afler this he was engaged in various 
quarrels, and had to combat many formidable enemies, and at 
length was himself accidentally killed Ly au arrow whilst 
sitting under a tree. 

Kritjlt~ut is represented as a black man, holding a flute to 
his mouth with Loth hands ; his most beloved mistress Radha 
stands on his left. 

A very strict fast is observed at the time of Janma A$1t[ami, 
an<l every male who breaks it is threatened with becoming a 
cannibal in the next Lil'th; anrl every woman guilty of the same 
crime, with becoming a female serpent. 

SEPTESIBER 3.-Nandotsab. 
On thi,i day, Nanda, the reputed father of Kri!jh1J,a, had a 

public rejoicing on accouut of the birth of his son ; in comme-
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morntion of which the Hindus keep up a kind of carnirnl, 
throwing turmcrick water at each other, singing liceutious 
songs, and performing llrnmatic exhibitions, all relating to the 
history of Kri$lt~w, and nry demoralizing in thei1· te11de11cy. 

S.:rn:MBF.R 14,.-/larifolika. 
This day is remarkable only for the singular injunction 

given in the sh:istras to all Hindus not to look at the mo?11 upon 
it ; sla11ller and calumny heing sure to follow a;; a punushrnent 
for casting their eyes at this time on that luminary. 

SEPn:llDER 24.-Anant,1 Brata, 
On this <lay sweetmeats autl all kiuds of fruits are offered 

to Kri~h~w.; and every one who does it for fou1·teen years 
consecutively, is promi~ed the highest l,liss in Vishnu's heaven. 

The Janma A~h.tami and Nandot8ab, Leiug the ~nd and 3rd 
September, are observed in public offices. 

s. 

VII 1.-.Appeal on belw~f of the Calcutta Christian Tract 
and Book Society. 

In inserting this appenl io the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER,-the profits of 
which, be it remembered, are wholly devoted to the Calcutta Religious Tract aod l:look 
Society,-we lhiok we cannot better serve the cause of true Christianity io India 
than io urging an attentive consideration of the merits of that institution oo our 
readers generally. Without tracts the Missionary could with difficulty aod under the 
most serious disadvantages carry oo bis holy eoterprizes. The Bible is a large 
book, and consists of many distinct portions treating of numerous matters vari­
ously coLDhioed with historical details, prophetic aooouocemeuts, moral aphorisms, 
stupendous exhibitions of miraculous operations, aooouucements of spiritual 
verities and exhortations to religious belief and conduct, too vast. too 1uiogled, 
too profound to be seized at once, to he compared, examined aud digested by a 
mind coming to the perusal without aoy previous preparation, any mental, furni­
ture, aoy practised powers of metapbysical and religious thought; too expensive 
also for distribution io the proportion of an overwhelming population, notwith­
standing the gigantic efforts of Christian philanthropy io its dispersion ; aod too 
bulky to invite the careless apathy or lazy indolence of " natural men," under 
the benumbing aod cor,tractiog iodueoce of an 01,pressive climate and of long 
habits of iodiffereoce to moral study and religious consideration. The ,,,.,a 
,r-r,po,v-ra of the little tract, the 0yiog bolts of its uuassumiog artillery, go oo the 
wings of all the winds into all the furthest corners of the land. Their size appals 
not-their aspect invites-they limit immediate attention to some one striking 
fact, or truth, or precept, or moral motive, or religious sanction. They bend the 
whole power of the mind of the reader to a single consideration-attention is 
aHested-curiosity is excitrd--cooscieoce is perhaps aroused-another tract is 
asked for, aod another ; the larger portion of a Gospel or 11 New Testament 
is next received with decreased indifference. The religious teacber is sought 
after-a soul is saved-Christ is glorified, God hooored ; earth is improved, aod 
heaven rings with eJCultation and praise I Such has, in many instances, been 
the blessed result from the bestowing of ooe little Tract ! Who would not be 
eager to be its next distributor ? 

But io still more numerous instances, although this iovalnable result follows oot, yet 
knowledge is extended, spiritual ideas are communicated, moral sense is enlighten­
ed, the torpidity of a blinded conscience is more or less relaxed ; aod so the preaching 
of the Missionary is rendered more successful, because better understood; much 
preliminary information is acquired, aod the word of Go<I from the living lip or 
recording page afterwards, meets less obstruction to its effect. Who would oot aid 
in thus " preparing a high-way for our God?" 

Indeed, to a Missionary, tracts, ifoot indispensable, are at least eminently servicea. 
ble, aod greatly conducive to his .uccess. Before he preaches, the reading of a tract 
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or small portion of one, say merely its title, or tl1e offerine: of it to a chance passer 
as he seeks to gather a congregation, is often the breaking of the ice; it affords, 
according to the impression it produces, a critel'ion for forming his plan of pro­
~eeding, and sugp:ests the subject of address. After be has preached, it becomes, 
11s a gift, an expres,ion of his good-will to those who have listened to him. They 
receive it eagerly ;-attention instead of being at once broken by the ceasing of the 
living voice, is retained by the printe,l page. Those who bave been in the way of 
it may coustantly see with what avidity the Tracts ,lisll·ibuted after a Missionary 
sermon are accepted; what numhel'S contend for them, strc·tching forth asking 
hands for those cheap, easy, concise messengers of heaven; and how many go 
away earnestly perusing them, aided in the effort by the recollections and impres­
sions of the previous address. Who would not give a trifle to furnish this mental 
supply, this spiritual sustenance, this moral medicine, this li~bt from heaven, this 
"power (for such is it often found in trnth to be) of God unto salvation," to 
the poor, ignorant, deluded, debased, unholy, superstitiou,i, fellow-mortals by 
whom we are ever encompassed! \Ve trnst this appeal will not prove in vain­
that many a Christian band will be stretched fortli now that was not before, and 
many a heart warmed to pity that hitherto was not so, only from not being made 
to feel, by positi,·e statements, how much ground existed for its exercise, how 
easily it might be exerted, and bow successfully .-ED. 

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY, 
Treasurer, .................................... Rev. J. HJEBERLIN, 

J. THOMAS, Minute and Corresponding Secretary, ... Rei·. 
Finance Secretary and Depositary, ...... Rev. J. H..!EBERLTN. 

Bis~, I. B. Esq. 
BoAZ, Rev. 'f. 
CAMPBELL, Rev. J. 
DEAJ,TRY, Ven. Archd. 
ELLIS, Rev. J. D. 
F:wART, Re,·. D. 

COllllllITTEE. 
j LACROIX, Rev. A. F. PIFFARD, Rev. C. 
1 CnARLEs, Rev. J. PowNEY, Colonel R. 

:\lAcKAY, Rev. ,v. S. REICHARDT, Rev. T. 
i\IoRTON, Rev. \V. SANDYs, Rei·. T. 
PEARCE, Rev. G. and 
PEARCE, Rev. ,v. H. YATES, Rev. W. 

Sub.Committees of Examination. 
Englfah, ...... 
Bengali, 

Rev. i\lessrs. T. DEALTRY and T. BoAz. 
Re\'. l\lessrs. A. F. L.\CROIX, \V. MoRTON and 

T. REICRARl)T. 
Hindui, ...... The Examining Committee of the Benares Branch. 
Hindustdni... Rev. l\Iessrs. J. THOMAS, \V, BuvEns, and \V. YATES. 
C:riya ...... . 

'fnE CALCUTTA (;emsnAN TRACT ANn BooK SoclETY was establish~d 
about thirteen years ago, by Christians of the several Evangelical denomi­
nations, in orderto supply Religious Books and Tracts, chiefly in the Native 
language., for the inhabitants of this country. It is an Institution of great 
and obvious importance. Its publications may be adapted to every class 
in the community, and serve to correct every form of error and every kind 
of vice, as well as to make known and recommend Divine tmth in all its 
variety and richness. They may be used by Christians of every name, as 
they contain only those catholic truths which all Christians delight to 
acknowledge: and persons of every station in life, who are inclined to aid 
in promoting the kingdom of Ch1·ist, may find much assistance from these 
unobtrusive and convenient treatises. To the l\Iissionary they are almost 
indispensiule; certainly they are of great service to assist and 1·ender 
permanent his influence amongst his hearers. They have been, in some 
instances already known, sealed with the approbation of our God and 
Saviour, by having been made instrumental to the conversion of ignorant 
and sinful men to the love and sefl'ice of God,-some of whom, we have 
much pleasure in mentioning, are now employed in faithfully preaching 
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the Gospel to their countrymen. \Ve believe that, b~, thP.ir perusal, the 
minds of many have been enlightened,con"ince,1, and in~µired with ardent 
de~ire to t•njoy eternal life; and that thP. lig·l,t, of the future will show that 
many more persons have het-n converted to God by their instrnm1•ntality, 
of whose com•ersion we are now ignorant. Every n•fl<'l'ling mi111I will at 
once pe1·ceive, that if such a Society were not in existence amonj!st us­
if Christians, hoth minister~ of the Gospt>) and laynwn, were obliged to 
lahour single-handed and una~si,ted, the trnths of the Gospel would be 
brought to he:u· on the minds of the Heathen and :\1usalmen people much 
less extensil'ely and less l'lficiently than at present. This Society is, or may 
bi', a most important a1,;"e1wy in a5sociating ;uul judiciously applying the 
consecrated talent and learni11g of individt!al Christi:ms to the preparation 
of useful hooks, a11d the di/fusion of religious truth. These views of its 
useful11ess seem so obvious, that tiu, Committee ferl as~ured the Christian 
community will fully a~ree 1.-ith them in ,aying, that tlri:l Institution ought 
not to he penuittPd to la11guish, or to live an i11efficie11t t:'xiste11cl', for want 
either of mental effort or pecuniary aid. Estahli~he1l as it is in the midst 
of ma111· millions of men, who are sittin~ in darkness and the shadow of 
death, there is the gl'eatest Jlossilile need of all th<' assistance it can render 
in diffusing the light of the Sun of Righteous11ess. Its puhlications should 
be numerous, 1·arious, writteu with talent, and with glowin,I( piety. Their 
circulation should be co.ext<-nsive with the boundaries of lnrlia. This 
Society shoultl do much tow:,r,ls ultimately establishing a theological and 
devotional literature for this great peo,,le, and towards supplying cheap 
and appropriate· religious bool<s for their use. 

It is with gratitude we can mention that a beginning has been made, 
In the Bengali language about fifty Tracts 11nd Books have been prepared 
and published, of from 4, to ,L~6 pp. each. making about :iooo pages of 
religious knowledge; in Hindusta11i am! Hindui, each about 4.0U pages; 
some tracts have been puhli,herl also in the Oriya and Armenian languages. 
The number of copies circulated, too, has not been small; during- the year 
ending in June, 1833, upwards of lSll,0J0 Tracts were issued from the 
Society's Depositm·y. 

But whil!! we woui<l feel grateful for what has been accomplished throu2h 
the age11('y of this Socil•ty, we a.-e constrai11ed, l,y the importance of the 
tl'ust ni11osetl in us as a Committee, to make our appeal to the Christian 
community for incl'eased means, in ord,·1· to increa~e,I exertiou iu the 
departmeut of hene"ol~nce h!'longing to the Tl'act an1l Hook Society. \Ve 
need many additional Tracts in ;,ll the hngua~es of this Presidency, but 
particularly in the Hindustiini and HinJui. Original treatises or trans­
lations of exi,ting wol'ks, adapted to the circumstances of this people, 
would he highly valuable; and we suppose that among the E111·opean 
residents thern are mauy, who,e learning, leisure, and piety could not he 
mure usefully employed than iu the preparatio11 of such Tracts 01· Books. 
Their intluence in this way mig·ht he ve1·y great over the minds of men, 
and iu behalf of our Redeemer's kingdom; and it wonld continue to ope. 
rate long after they have ceased to live amoug·st this people. In sca1·cely 
any other way could a person more elfectually sel'Ve his own and succeed­
ing geuerations. One little Tract, showing the true way of salvation, or 
teaching the need of pardon for sin, 01· illustrnting any of the vital truths 
of Christianity, might exert a holy influence to the encl of time ; indeed 
it is by no means extravagant to sai•, that, under the Divine blessing, it 
might be so useful, that its author should in the future wol'l<l ha"e the 
extreme joy of meeting with multitudes among the redeemed, who would 
ascrilie their salvation through Ch1·ist to its instrumentality. 

\Ve desire, therefore, earnestly to solicit the attention of the pious and 
the benevolent t11 this object, and would commencl it tu the attention of 

V. 3 P 
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all persons, without distinction of station, sex, or age, who have mind11 
consecrated to the serdce of the Redeemer, and to the good of man. 

It is with sincere pleasure we mention, that some persons haYe given us 
their valuable and generous aid in this department of our lahuurs. Their 
reward they will receive from Him who appro,•es the foithful servant; we 
refer to their example simply to show what miirht be accomplished hy many 
Rmongst the Ladies, and among the Civil and Military residents in India. 
l\fany of the excl'llent Books published hy the Parent Society at home, and 
by the American Sunday School Union, woulcl pro,•e very useful if translated 
into the )aniruages spoken by the native~ of this country. This would 
offer to some persons one mode of usefulness. Others might prefer to 
prepare original works, and others still to defray the expense of translating 
and publishing some particular book in which they feel Bpecial interest, 
or which they might del'm particularly suitable to the state of society, or 
to the circumstances of the inhabitants. It would he quite in accordance 
with the design of the Calcutta Tract and Book Society to aid in all or 
any of these modes of doing good. 

,v e must return to the wants of our Society: it is with regret we have 
to mention that we need greater pecuniary means. Large as the distri­
bution of Tracts and Books during the last year appears, it was compara­
tively very limited indeed. It would not have afforded one copy to every 
fifth inhabitant of Calcutta alone !-Those 3000 pages in Bengali would 
form but six or seven moderate-sized duodecimo volumes; while for the 
many millions of people who speak Hindui, or Hindu~tani, there are 
scarct>ly two of these small volumes of religious truth. Let ,my Christian 
look over the shelves of his own hook-cases, and let him feel thankful, while 
he sees one good book and another amongst the many farnrite volumes­
and let him consider what his feelings would he if prevented, hopelessly 
and for life prevented, from enjoying theit- varied, interesting, arid most 
useful information: and then, hy his estimate of his own privilege, let him 
judge of the wants of his Hindu fellow-creatures, and, according to his own 
gratitude, let him feel sympathy with and pity for them. 

It is with unaffected concern that we mention, that there is not at pre­
gent one Hindui Tract in our Depository; and that our publications in 
other languages are necessarily limited-indeed, that we are much in ad­
vance of the subscriptions and donations made to the Society, being to 
some extent under obligations to the different Mission Presses, beyond 
what we have funds to meet. 

We deem it important therefore to state, that Tracts and Books could 
be at once published, and would most probably be put into immediate circu­
lation, to a very much greater extent than has ever yet been done, if only 
the pecuniary means were adequate to our wants. 

Believing that there are many persons disposed to assist our eff'orts, 
who either are unacquainted with the facilities which this Institution 
affords for doing good, or who may not have fully considered them, we 
have thought it expedient, in this special manner, to request the attention 
of Christian friends to our object. Having stated some of the views which 
are influential on our own minds, in leading us to feel a deep interest in 
the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN TRACT AND BooK SoclETY, we desire respectfully 
and earnestly to commend them to the minds of our fellow Christians. 

Contributions will be thankfully received by the Rev. J. H.EDERLJN, the 
Treasurer of the Society; or by any member of the Committe11. 

Calcutta, July, 1 S36. 
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that its de.~ignation was changed from Byzantium to Constan­
tinople, till that again was changed, by its conquerors at least, 
to its la1,t and present name of Istambol or Islambol, the city 
or abode of falam. Under these circumstances the mind natu­
rally re\'erts to the fornw1· condition of this city, and the ques­
tion involuntarily ari;;es, \Vhy was its" candlestick" removed? 
How came this once favoured region to fall fro111 the high and 
eminent privileges it enjoyed? How is it that the Crescent 
has supplantt>d the Cross, aud the Fal~e Prophet usurped the 
place of the Prophet sent from Go1l? The answer it- to be 
found in an abused anil neglect,•d G-0.~pel; fo1· ,vithont ventur­
ing to a:,;st•rt too confidently what would have been, ,mclf'r other 
circumstances, the dealiug.~ of Provid,•ncl' with thi,; land, it may 
safely be affirme1l, that hatl it.~ f,,rn1er po,;;;e,,sor.,; ht>en careful to 
hold fast, in its original purity and trnth. that Go,p,·l which 
was communicated to them, the.,- would have been spared 
much of the Eipiritual and temporal )o,;~es they have su,,:tained. 
'fhe testimony of all history unites with the revelation of God 
in declaring, that nothing Lut tht'ir a.Luse occai;ions the with­
drawal of spiritual privilege1s ;-and as these involve generally 
the temporal happiness of a people, to the withdrawal of the 
neglected light and Spirit of God may he traced thl' degrnda­
tion and misery to '"hieh this whole laud has Leen suhj<'ded. 
The heresies that so !>O<,n and ~ent•rally prevailed in the Greek 
church are well known, mul the eon,;1'quenees they have en­
tailed 011 it may read a usd't1l lc~son upon the alJsolute neces­
sity, if we value happiness, of valuing the Truth. It is only 
when men "belie,·e 11ot the Truth, but have pleasure in unrigh­
teousness," that God " sends them l"trong delusion that they 
should believe a lie ; " and this may lead us to value the Gospel 
of our salvation more-to feel that in its possession, as in the 
favour of its Author aud Finisher, " is life ; " and that, nation­
ally ancl individually, as it is embraced or neglected, it is the 
highest blessing or the greatest cmse, " the savour of life unto 
life, or of death unto death." 

"\Ve have Leen led into these oh~ervatiow, from the ~mhject 
of the w01·k before us ; but we must proceed tu give from it 
the fow extract.~ which may pro,·e most intere~ting to the 
readers of the Christian Observer. The testimony of the author 
may be relied on with confidence; since it is stated in the pre­
face, "that the writer of these letters, as will appear from in­
trinsic evidence, has uot only had the advantage of a re;;idence 
of' several year,,; in Constantinople and its environs, hut, in ad­
dition to this, occupied a station which gave him opportunities 
of social iutercourse and minute observation rarely presented 
to Clui~tian travellers in Turkey;" and his work ii. in this re­
spect valuable, as presenting a living :sketch of Constantinople, 
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as it is. The Author appears to linn a nry high opinion of 
the prei;,cnt Sultan and his policy, and the fir,;t ocea,-;io11 on 
which he saw him, may furnish an appropl'iate co111mcucemc11t 
of our extracts. 

" On leaving the Arm hazaar, we entered another, open at the top; and 
on the oppo~ite side of the way I di~covered 1111 aged Tul'lc, sitting cross. 
legged on one of the platforms, in conversation with a common soldier; 
ha was meanly clad, an,I I suJJpose<l him to be the shopkeeper. I thought 
I had seen him before, but could not call to mind where. I asked my 
Armenian interpreter who that was; he whispered in my ear, ' it is the 
{;aimacan, and the Sultan is not far off.' The Caimacan is of the highe1· 
order of confidential ministers, and is the one who has the honour of plac. 
ing at the foot of the throne letters for the Sultan. It was to him the 
letter from the President to the Sultan was delivered by our minister. 
] beliel'e I described to you the inten·iew with him. The.old man looked 
at me as though he hail some slig·ht recollection of me ; I raised my hat 
to him, and salutf'd him in the Turlci,h style; hefore returning my salute, 
lie touched his companioo, the soldier, and whispered to him ; the latter 
turned round and looked at me, and whispered in turn; the Caimaca11 
then returned my salute with a familiar smile. 

" I was toll! by my interJJretel', that if I would remain where I was. I 
should soon see the Grand Seignor. I asked where he was; he replied, 
• Ju the khan, the entrance to which is near the Caimacan.' He had hardly 
done speaking, when se,·eral soldiers came out of the door of the khan, 
and one among them, haviug on a coarse gray capote, with l1is chaplet in 
his hands, counting his beads, appeared, from taking the lead of them, to 
be of the rank of corporal. 

"• That is the Grand Seignor,' said my interpreter. ' Who, the man 
with the black beard, the soldier's capote, and beads in hand?' The Cai. 
macan left his shop-board, and joined the Sultan. ""hen directly opposite 
to me, he whisperecl in the Sultan's ear, loud enough to be heard by me: 
the Sultan and all his suite turned round, and looked me full in the face. 
I had a fine opportunity of seeing him. His face is what may be called 
handsome, florid, and the expression is that of good.nature ; he is forty. 
seven years of age, and were not his beard dyed of a jetty black, I should 
have supposerl him to be of that age. He is somewhat round.shouldered, 
,rhich is gennally the case with Turks of the higher order, brought on 
from the postures in which they sit, and has an ungraceful, rolling, saun­
tering kind of walk. All his followers, near his person, were iu the 
habits of common soldiers, and without arms, except about a half dozen 
of his pages, some distance in the rear, who were in light blue frock coati;, 
with their swords aod dia111ond badges. The Sultan is about five feet nine 
inches high, and of good proportions.'' 

On another occasion our author had a bette1· view of the Sultan, 
of whom he gives the following more detailed description:-

" The Sultan came to the distance of about three paces from the vessel, 
when he stopped, and assuming all the majesty of the sovereign of a gl'eat 
empire, he cast his eyes around among us, and immediately asked who 
I was? They told him. He then inquired who my nephew was, and on 
being informed, called Mr. Eckford to him; and gaye him a snuff.box set 
with diamonds. I landed with my nephew, and walked to a little distance; 
when el'ery person on board, down to the very lowest, was called on shore, 
and each one in turn received a present in money. I had a fioe oppor­
tunity of seeing the Sultan. He has a noble countenance, though an eye 
that cannot bear your earnest look for an instant. His features are 
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regular and handsome, ancl he has a fine rosy complexion, but a little 
hrown from frequent exposure to the sun. His form is erect, about five 
feet ten inches high, a little inclined to corpulency. His heard is rather 
short, hut foll, and of a 1leep shining black. It is said to be stained, which 
I think is probahle. His head was covered with the red fez, without any 
other ornament than the full blue silk tassel, which hung from the top 
and fell behind. He wore a sti-aight-hreasted, light blue silk jacket with 
a collar closely buttoned up to the chin, on the breast of which was a 
small diamond badge. His trowsers were of Cl"imson silk, rather full, and 
gathe,·ed round the waist, descending to the ankle, where they were quite 
tight, and showed off to great advantage a handsome foot, covered by a 
1;ilk stocking, and a remarkably neat European shoe, tied with a black 
ribband. The whole dress was simple ancl very becoming. It resembled, 
except in thefez, such as gentlemen of the United States put on their 
sons between the ages of six and eight. The jacket was rather short­
waisted. The whole personal appearance of the Sultan was very clean, 
and what surprized me was, that it was much more so than that of the 
young pachas, and the others who attended him. In fact, there was a 
slight air of dandyism about him, There were three or four pages or 
se.-vants leaning against the sides of the gate and the garden wall, and 
every hocly about the Sultan appeared to be as much at his ease, as 
military and naval officers generally are in the presence of their chief." 

Our author appears to have been enchanted, as all travellers 
invariably seem to be, with the view of Constantinople and 
the Bosphorus. He gives the following animated, though 
i;omewhat American sketch of the scene; but this may be 
excused, as he was writing to one to whom the associations he 
mentions were familiar, in whom thereforn they would materially 
assist the imagination. 

" If you want to know what the Bosphorous looks like, place yourself 
at West Point on the hill, or on the top of the Hotel; look up the river, 
cast your eyes along both shores ancl close to the water's edge; imagine 
a continued line of villages as far as the eye can extend ; and at short 
distances from one another, most magnificent palaces jutting into the river, 
and resting on stone quays, which serve as landing places for the Sultan 
and his officers, to whom they belong. Here and there also may be seen 
ancient castles and modem forts ; extensive groves of cypress, which 
shade the 1·ichly-ornamented gravt>-yarcls of the Turks; vessels going and 
coming from the Black Sea, and thousands of the light and 1·apid kaick;, 
with thei1· freight of passengers, skimming over the smooth and transpa­
rent waters in every direction. In distance is the Black Sea. 

"Now turn yourself round; imagine that you see New York stretched 
out to immensity, with a thousantl spires and minarets pointing to the 
skies. Jersey city ei1ual to a population of from seventy to a hundred 
thousand souls; Brooklyn and the Navy-yard to an equal number: the bay 
of New York stretched out to an immense sea studded with magnificent 
islands, covered with towns ; shipping and boats moving in every direc­
tion ; castles, palaces, watch-towers, forts, a long line of villages touching 
one another for nine or ten miles on each side the rivPr, hills crowned 
with trees reaching to heaven ; in the back ground Olympus with his 
snow-capt head appearing through an atmosphere as clea.- as ether. Ima­
gine all this, and you may have a faint, and but a faint, idea of the Bos­
phorus, Constantinople, Scuta1·i, Galatea, the ent1·ance to the Black Sea, 
and the Sea of l\farmora. To say that the scene is magnificent, is to say 
nothing; imagination cannot depict, and words cannoi express what it is; 
to conceive it, it must be seen." 
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there is in the holy temple (at Jerusalem) a history; let them look at 
that, and believe that he was a prophet. Finis.' " 

Tlie circumstance of such an inscription existing is rather 
curious; but we fear our author's sanguine hopes of finding the 
lost work will be di1;appoiuted. 

In nu excur~ion he ma<le to Rronssa, the great silk manu­
f:wtnring district of that part of' the empire, sitnute<l at the 
foot of Mount Olympus, our author visited Nicometlia and 
Nice*, and in hisjourney met with one of the most striking and 
beautiful illustrations of Scripture we ever remember to have 
seen. Part of it would seem almost the very words of our 
Lord's parable. 

"In our way over the hills and through the dales which abound here, 
we saw an extensive grove of olive trees, many of them having a fresh. 
cut and dePp ga,h of an axe in the side. Mustapha was asked the reasou 
of thi;;, and rPplied, 'it was a punishment to the trees for not bearing 
last year.' He explained it in this way: the owner comes with an axe 
in his hands, anrl s,1ys, 'Tree, }'O!l did not give me fruit last year ; if you 
do not give me fruit this yea,·, I will cut you down; and to let you know 
what cutting is, take this gash.' He was asked, if the trees then gave 
fruit? He said, ' yes, but he thought it was a cruel thing to force them 
by cutting thl'm ; for it was for God alone to make the trees give fruit.' 
I could uot have bdieved that such a superstition existed; Lut my ser­
,,ant, ll'hO was born in the couutry, confirmed to me subsequently the 
same thiug-. That the practice and the belief exist to a great extent, is 
Vt,ry certain; a111l it cannot be denied that the desired effect of causing 
the tree to 11,ive fruit is produced by some chauge in the constitution or 
liahit oftlal! tr~e; perhap~ through permitting, by means of the incision, part 
of the superfluous sap to escape. The cut is made in the spring of the 
year, >1h<·n the ~ap hrgins to rise. Many of our fruit trees drop their 
fruit Lefore maturity ; in such cases mi1<ht not this prnctice be advantage. 
ously iutroduce,l? The experiment might be tried; for there must, aii 
one might suppose, he some reason for a custom of great antiquity, as 
appears by the cuts iu the oldest olive trees in the country. There are 
11,rt>at pains taken in the culture of the olive; and I was reminded by 
Mr. GoodPII, of the parable drawn from their habit of digging round and 
m'inurir,g, l,Pfore cutting down the tree. The fruit of the fig tt·ee bursts 
forth from the branch without the slightest indication of blossom, and in 
mauy case,; before the leaf appears.'' 

[To be continued.] 
• On a plain near this city the pnrty encountered some herds of buffaloes. The 

accouut of them is so amusingly like the same sight so often seen in India, that we 
cannot resist quoting the pal't regarding these animals, which appear to have only 
the advantage of a mo1·e classical situation, over their brethren in this land. '' The 
buff'a,oes of this country are the ugliest monsters in creation. They are, without 
exception, l,J;,ck, with very thinly scattered hair, and sometimes without any. They 
carry their head in a horizontal position, directly at tbe back of which grow a slight­
ly crooked and rough pair of Oat black horns, which curve close to each side of the 
neck, and.seem of no earthly use except to prevent them from turning their heads to 
the aig ht or loft. Thtir eyes are of a most unmeaning china-like whiteness, and it is no 
uucommon thiug to see them with one eye white and one black, and often with the 
same eye half black and half n·hite. Their tails are hairless, and their walk slow, heavy 
and apparently pafoful. They are exceedingly fond of lying in the mud and water, 
where ""Y e11deuvou1·, if possible, to covel' themselres entirdy, ,xcept the nose and eyes 
and a smull part of the head. They are useful in drawing waggons, and are perfectly 
tl'actable," 
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fl.-A Discoul'se on the Government of tlte Ton_q,ie. By the 
Rev. W. Morton, Senior illissionary uf tlte Society fo1· tlte 
propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
In R short notice attached to this Discourse, we are informed by its 

respected authot·, " that it is pt·iuted without alteration or aclclition, as 
addressed to a small, but genernlly devout congregation at l\J idnapore, and 
is published at the request of a few of their number who, concPiving it 
might be useful in more extensive circulation, have generously olfored to 
bear the entire charge of the publication." ,v e think the author did well 
in complying with this request, and most cordially do we recommend the dis­
course to the attentive pel'llsal of out· reade1·s, as heiug calculated to give 
them an enlarged and scriptural view of evils of no small mag·nitude,­
" the evils of speech." The subject of the Discourse, " the Government 
of the Tongue," is of very high importance, and 011 many accounts desen·­
ing of much more consideration than it has hitherto generally received. 
Though not altogether nrglected in the ministrations of the sanctuary or 
the productions of the pres~, it has not, we apprehend, obtained that full 
share of attention to which it is justly eutitle,1, ancl which the intel'ests of 
morality and religion seem to requirn. ,vhile other duties are copiously 
enlarged upon and eal'nestly enforced, this is comparatively neglected, 
and obtains fo1· the most pal't, little more than a passing glance. Yet 
confessedly, next to "keepi11g the heart with all diligence," there is no 
duty more important, ancl no acquisition more difficult of attainment than 
that of "keeping the door of our lips, that we sin not with our tongue." 

The author has taken fo1· his text, I's. cxli. 3. " Set a watch, 0 Lord, 
before my mouth, keep the door of my lips;" and after some appropriate 
ohservations on the difficulty and impo1·tance of the right government of 
the tongue, he thus p1·oceeds :-

" Impressed with the same coo,iictiou, the text shews us the Royal Psalmist 
imploring tlle almigllty aicl of Go<.l to sub<.lue ancl guanl tllis unruly ancl mischievous 
member-he flies t<> the succours of Liivine grncc, aucl is persuaclecl that no iuflueuce 
but that of true religion, the fear ilncl love of God, the sense of His presence, a 
supreme regard to His will and conscieuce towards Him, "'ill be sufficient to restrain 
the tongue from evil and the lips fro,n sin ; and therefore he prays, ' Set a watch, 
O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.' 

" By this fonn of exp1·ession is deuoted the watchfulness and caution, the circum­
spection and care that wust lJe observed in the use of tile tongue; the constant 
guard that should be maintained over our words ancl conversation ; as we place a 
porter at a door, a sentinel at a gate, to prevent the iss11e and escape of wllat ought 
to be strictly coufinecl. The use of speech is one of 011r uoblest anu most valuable 
faculties ; but it partakes of the degeneracy which has come upon all our moral and 
physical powers by reuson of sin ; aucl iu proportion to its value anu excellence 
whe11 employed as a 11seful instrument of good, is its miscl1ie,·011sness and unrnliness 
when cli1·ected to evil. It is the index of the inward priuciple and feeling; for • out 
of the ab11ndance of the heart the mouth speaketh.' If therefore the fouutain be 
corrupt, the streams will be impure ; if tl,e sou,·ce be defiled, that wuich proceeds 
from it will necessarily be unclean; if the heart be unsanctified, tile tongue will pow­
forth iniquity, and the lips be unclosed to evil. 

'' Many, however, ·who are not io the habit of observing any care in the gove1·nment 
of tbe tongue, and having never attem~tecl to restrain it, are not aware of the clifli­
cnlty of doing so, may not readily apprehend the necessity of all this caution and 
controul over tile utterance of the lips ; ancl many more who have not taken a large 
-.iew of the sins of the tongue, ancl consequently have not a clear conception of the 
many abuses of speech which exist, may see little cause for so strict a watcll over 
its use; nay, even serious ancl sincere Cllristian·s, who are desirous of shunning all 
evil in thought, won!, a11d deed, and of • doing all to the glory of Goel,' need to 
be often reminded of the val'ious ways iu which the corrnt>tion of nature is seen to 
break forth, tuat so they may be on the watch agaiust its appearance, aucl timely 
restrain its dangerous auu unholy workings. To all, therefore, tile consideration of 
this subject is importa11t, and we shall proceed accordingly to bring before yo11 some 

V. J Q 
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of those pnrticu!Por instance! in which the wisdom of King Da,·icl's prayer is appa­
rent-' Set a wRtch, 0 Lord, before my month; keep the door of my lips.' 

" The first evil of speech which it is all-important to guard against, is falsehood, 
the uttering of whnt we know to be untrue. This is a sin of deep turpitude and 
bRseness both in it,elf and in the eye of God, who is essentially a God of truth. 
Thus it is declRrecl in the Proverbs, that ' lying lips are an abomination to the 
Lord;' aucl, in tile Decalogue, falsehood is nne of the ten principal points on which 
the Di,·ine L"w is founded ; ' Thou shalt not hear false witness.' Hence the 
determination of the God of truth to punish falsehood, is equally declared-' He 
that speaketb lies shall perish.' Now in every expression of the divine hntred of 
lying, and resolution to punish it, every mode and degree of this odious vice is 
included. The Law of the Almighty draws no distinctions between greater and 
smaller violations of his will, and nowhere sanctions the vain notion, that provided 
a man is not !!Uilty of great and glarin1? sins of untruth, such as perjury, false wit­
ness to the injury of others, and the like, his lesser offences in this matter will be 
overlook~d. Thus, for instance, an advaota.rreous flattering of one who may be 
thought able to serve us, is deemed a t1·ivial sin, if any, by the irreligious and 
ungodly world, and is often practised avowedly and without shame. Yet the same 
word of God declares, 'the Lord shall cut off all flattt'ring lips.' Innumerable 
are the ways in which the saci-edness of truth may be violated, and great and mani­
fold are the mischiefs to the worlrl which result therefrom. Such are-the assertion 
of what is absolutely false, or dissembling of the truth itself-indirectly deceptive 
and hypocritical speeches-flattel'in1? discourse to pe1·sons whose real claims to 
esteem are slight or none at all-fahe testimony borne to injure the innocent, or 
true testimony withheld to screen the guilty-slanrlerous aspersions of a good cha­
racter, an enhancement and agirravation of one not entirely free from stain-sly 
insinuations and cuttinsr sarcasms-biting "·ords of bitterness that exceed the exact 
truth of the case, extolling; the imaginary virtues of the vicious and deprecintiog the 
sincerity of the good-backbiting and dark iuuendo-pnttinrr persons to trouble and 
annoyaoce by saying- ~omething untrue by way of jest and amusement-spreading 
false alarms, or raising undue expectations without the wish, the intention, or the 
power to realize them-promising and not fulfilling one's worrl, either from wan. 
tonness, or becaui;e it is inconvenient, troublesome or injurious to one's self­
announcing false doctrines, or by sophisll'y and false reasoning discolouring and 
weakening the true-lessening the real obligations of virtue, and palliating popular 
or pleasurable vices-persisting in an assertion, perhaps not altoi,ether conscious of 
its incorrectness at first, rather thao acknowledge au error or mistake-enhancing 
the worth of what we possess or wish to part with, or endeavouring to lessen the 
"alue of what another has, of which we are desirous of becoming the purchasers­
designedly exciting a wrong impression in another's Jl}ind, for our own pleasure or 
advantage-expressing a belief of what we do not credit, or rleni-ing what we do 
really believe-professing a faith we do not truly entertain, an attachment we do not 
~incerely feel, a purpose which is not absolutely formed-compromising our p.-in­
ciples by disingenuous and forced explications-uttering as the language of eom­
pliment and ceremony and worldly politeness, what is felt to be a violence done to 
truth, consistency and purity-wresting an argument to favour our party, interests or 
notions-corrupting the sincerity of others, and so being guilty of all the breaches 
of truth which they, by our advice, influence or example, may commit. Such are 
some of the principal violations of that cardinal virtue-Truth. 

Nor is it only in words or writing that falsehood may be asserted. Without open­
ing the lips or penning a line, a man's actions JDay be the most expressive false. 
hood, the directest lie: if he act designedly so as to raise a false expectation and 
give a wrong impression of his meaning, character or intention. A nod, a wink, a 
smile, an affected gravity, a tacit denial, a silence that must be ,nongly interpreted 
and is so intended to be : these and all other similar modes of arting fulsehood are 
as clearly vicious and as rert:,inly forhidden as any untruth that is uttered by the 
tongue; and innumerable are the declarations of Scripture against every one and all 
of them." 

These views are supported by a number of app1·op1fate texts of Scrip­
ture, and thus followed up by the author:-

" Well then might the Psalmist put up his prayer to God to • set a watch before 
his mouth, to keep the door of his lips;' to render him watchful against the first 
approaches and •lightest appearance of falsehood in tlwught or word. For if so 
many and various a1·e the ways in which trnth may be violated, aucl so numerous the 
inlets to falsehood, so many the temptations and inducements to indulge in it, the 
facilities for slidin&: into it-what constant care ancl vjgilance are then requisite to 
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guard us Rgainst some one or other form of the guilt of this m11ny-headed monster, 
this hydrn-sin ! H" therefore • that will love life Rn,l sec good d11ys, let him refrain 
his ton~uc from this dcstrnctive evil, nnd his lirs tlrnt they s11eak no guile;' for 
• the eyes of the Lord are over the ri1,:hteous, and his eRrs arc· open to their prayers; 
but the face of the Lord ~s ll!(ainst them that do evil,' in word or d,·e<l ! 

"Auothcl' cl:l:is of sins a~n.inst which the lips nn<l tongue nre to he guarded, by him 
11.'ho ,,·oulc..l I fear Goel and keep his comman<lments,' includes it.I le anc.l u::-eless 
tnlk!nA", vain u11profit1Ll,Je dbcou1·se, unineuniu,; chit-chat l\1uJ gossipin~; a;-; well as 
dhiputin!,?, coutention, brawlinJ:; har~h, injurious aud violent h1.ngu.lge; Rngry 
tailioi::- au<l thrt'atenin~; proU1l 1 boastful uuU. self.exalting speeches; contemptuous, 
insulting and irritatin!!' ;ulilre..;.ses to others; all impure word-;, unchaste songs., and 
foolish and filthy ,·011versation and jesting; all blasphemy. and oppositioll of speech 
to the lrnth of Go<l and to ,·irtue; with all the vast variety of ways in which that 
Ullrnly 1Jlc1Dber, the tongne, may give vent to an evil, envious, angry, haughty, 
maliguant, unholy heart, Ol" expres:-; a vain, unfurnishC"d minJ ; \\'aste and squander 
nway pt·l'cious time, di~pleasc Almighty God, grieve the good, encourage sinners, 
01111 entail on the guilty the severe indignation of the All-just. All and every form 
of thc,e and silllilar offences of the tongue, are renl an<l dangerous sins ; because 
they are inconsistent with religious and devout feelings towards God ou,· Maker and 
Suviou,·, witb kind nn,1 charitahle, generous and forgiving, gentle and beneficent 
thoughts an,l caniage to our fellow creatures, are p1·eveutive of ou,· owu moral im­
pl'Ovemeut, and destructive to that purity of heart and holiness of demeanour, 
• "'ithout which oo man shall see the Lord ; ' because they are again and again 
forbidden by the law of God, are Rd verse to the harmony of families, the quietness 
of our own miuds, the peace of society, and the interchange of those good offices 
which are necessary to the welfare of all ; because they are subversive of true reli­
gion among mankind, excite 1rnd nourish mutual dissatisfactions and envyings, 
quarrellings and injuries, and perpetuate that kingdom aod rule of SatRn io the 
world which it is the sole aim of the divine grRce to undermine and subvert ; and 
are of those unholy ' works of the Devil' which Jesus Christ came on earth • to 
destroy.• " 

A variety of passages of Sacred Scripture are next adduced, with suita­
ble observations calculated to set forth the evil dwelt on in its true light, 
and to she\v the only way in which it can be O\'ercome, viz :-

" By the cultivation of those pure, heoignant and devout affections to which Chris­
tinns are called, au,! of which tbeil' Lord an,l Saviou,· aucl pattel'u was himself the 
brightest example: an<l by that constant holy watchfulness and circumspection which 
are necessary, to prese,·ve a man pure from those sins of the lips an,\ of the tongue, 
which, as they a,·e most corrnpting to man, are also most dishonouring to the holy 
Saviour, an<l most offensive to the just ao<i righteous God. Let no earthly consi­
derations then prevail with a true Cl1ristiao to int•rinit his care in these particulars, 
or even to bor,lcr upon any of those vile and hateful practices ; or to sanction them 
by his manner, his silence ur his inllilference, in others. ' Have no tellow•hip witll 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.' 

"A thirJ evil of the tongue," observes the author," against which the mouth and 
lips should be carefully defended, is shewn in murmuring and fretful speeches against 
Pl'Ovilience-in rebellious complaints au<l accusations of Divine injustice, partiality 
and severity-and ill all those • bard speeches' in which • ungodly men' give vent to 
their own uusubmissivespirits an<l unholy tempers, in words of i1npiety and impatience, 
Thus eYen a man like the Psalmist, experienced in the '1>;1ys of God, and instructed 
ia the mystery of Providence, forgot, in a moment of excitement, that coafidence in Al• 
mighty Wisdom and Grace which had ever been his support and salvation. • My feet,' 
he says, 'were almost gone, and I had well nigh slipt; for I was en\'ious at the foolish, 
"·hen I saw the prosperity of the wicked. They set their mouths against the 
heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth;' i. e. they gi\'e a loose to 
their equal impiety to God an<l oppressions of men. And not until 'he went Into 
the sanctuary of God,' heard His word and soothed his mind by devotion, <lid ho 
learn to reflect upon those arrangements of the Divine P,·ovideuce, by which this 
life is l'endered a scene of trial to all, an<l therefore necessarily a state of inequRlity, 
wherein the evil may be prosperous, and the good, for a while, unfortunate. But while 
the Prnlmist, hRbituated to Divine meditation and religious exercises, quickly reco· 
vered himself and stood again firm, where for an instant he bad well nigh slipt, less 
understanding and devout persons often but too fatally • stumble and fall.' 
Humility and submission to the appointments of Almighty Wisdom and Grace, are 
-virtues of the highest character, but of most difficult exercise and attainment; yet 
virtues to which every one is necessarily bound by the relation he bears to God as I\ 
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476 Review and Brief Notices. [Si!P'r. 

creature, by his probationary state and the desert or sin. ' Why should a living 
man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins ?' and, ' Shall not the judge 
or all the earth do right" • He doth not willingly grieve nor afflict the children of 
men, neither keepeth be even his anger for ever. He bath not dealt with us after 
our sins, nor rewarded us (at all) according to our iniquities.' Such should be the 
equally just and tranquillizing reflections of the afflicted ; but m111·nrndng and com­
plaining, restless uneasiness under the appointments of Providence, and peevish 
impatience of His discipline, nre most displeasing to the Almighty. The conduct 
and punishment of the Jews in the wilderness, are striking illustrations both of this 
great sin and of God's judi,:ment against it. So in Numbers it is said, • when the 
people complained, it displeased the Lord; and the Lord heard it, and his anger was 
kindled, and the fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed them.' St. 
Jude, characterizin!!' such, says, • these are murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own lusts (and caprices), and their mouth speaketh great swelling words;' 
' they set their mouths against the heavens,' as it is elsewhere worded. Therefore 
the Corinthians are dissuaded from a dangerous imitation of them ; -• neither 
murmur ye, as some of them nlso murmured nod were destroyed of the destroyer.' 
' All these things,' it is added, 'happened unto them for en samples, and are writ­
ten for ow· admonition;' so that while just punisbmenh to them, they were 
marked and recorded for our warning and instruction. 

" The sins now under review are sins equally heinous aml unreasonable. God, ag a 
Sovereie:n, • giveth not account of any of his matters,' or dealings with the chil­
dren of men. • Who art thou, 0 man, that thou repliest against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to llim that formed it, why hast thon made me thus ? Hath not 
the potter power over the rlay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto an hono­
rahle and another unto a less honorahle use? Is there unrighteousness with God?' 
or • is there a just man upon earth that liveth and sinneth not?' And shall blind, 
presumptuous, ill-rleserving, and rebellious mortals dare to call in question His 
decisions, His wisdom, or His jnstice? Truly if He were ' severe to mark iniquity, 
who coul<l stand hefore Him ?' But ' because His compassions fail not, therefo,·e 
ue we sons of A.Jam not consumed.' Thus David penitently acknowledges,­
• Against thee have I sinned, 0 God, and done this evil in thy sij!'ht, that thou 
mightest be justified when thou speakest ( or reprovest), and be clear when thou 
judgest.' 

• Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan His work in vain; 
God is his ow11 interpreter, and He will make it plain. 

His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower. 

Ye fearful souls! fresh courn!('e take; the clouds ye so much dread, 
Are big with me,·eies, and shall break in blessings on your head.' 

" ' Take, my brethren, tbe prophets for an example of suffering affliction, and 
patience (withal) ; behold we count them happy which endure; ye have he8l'd of the 
patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful and 

.,. of tender mercy.' ' Is any among )'OU afflicted ?-let him pray.' Such is the 
exhortation to he addressed to those, who, though in the main pious and believing, 
are yet, under the pressure of affliction and trial, but too apt to overlook the pre­
cept-' in patience possess ye your souls;' and who thence fo1·get also • the 
exhortation which spenketh 11nto them as unto sons-my son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, norfainl when thou art rebuked of Him;" as well as the 
assurance that while 'there hath no temptation (or trial) taken you but such as is 
common to man,'-' God will not suffer you to be tempted (or tried), above that 
ye are, or may be, (by His !!'race and patience,) able to bear-bnt will, with the 
temptation, also make a way for you, (when it has accomplisheJ its moral and holy 
purpose,) to escape' from its press•ll'e. To others, whose unsanetified hearts and 
rebellious pride and impenitent obstinacy trill not yield to • the goodness of God 
that leadcth, i. e. persuadeth and inciteth them lo repentance,' an,I whose un­
,tuarde:1 ' mouths cause their flesh to sin,' we may recall the recorded p1·ophecy of 
Enoch,-' Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute 
judgmcnt upon all, and to convince all that are ungouly of all their hard speeches 
which un~odly sinners have spoken against Iliin ;' such as murmurers, complainers, 
and all others who presume to fret undet· his rule, to question his wisdom, justice 
or impartiality, and struggle, but iu vain, ai;-ainst his dispensations. 

"And now, my dear hearers, I shall conclude "ith an earnest exhortation to you 
all, to examine into the sins of your mouths and the offences of your lips; to humble 
yourselves before God for the past,-• for in many things we offen<l all,'-and to 
implore larger measures of divine grace to enable you to set a constant watch 
henceforward 'before your mouths, to keep the door of your lips ;'-to remember 
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the holy counsel given unto you, to count nothing really evil but 1in, and to grow 
in meetness daily for the kingdom of God. ' Mny the words of our mouths anti the 
meditations of our l,enrts, be always acceptnble in thy sight, 0 Lord ou,· strength 
end nur Redeemer l' " 

\Ve cannot forego tl1e present occasion, while paying the just triliute 
of ou1· thankful respect to the pious individuals, who have gi,·en the Ser­
mon now reviewed to the public, of observing how much g-ood might ha 
done by a more general exe1·cise of ,l similar liberality. "Print a number 
of good hooks," says a paragraph in the Chinese Decalogue, which appear­
ed in the C,tlr11tt1i Christian Observer of November 1835. Sureh• a Christi:m 
has the noblest of motives to employ a portion of the wealth a gracious God 
has given him, in aiding the inferior means of ministers and others in a 
similar way ; and in no better mode, we app1·ehenrl, coulcl he more ex­
tensi\'ely aid in the advancement of the best interests of his fellow­
creatures. May this good example be largely imitated ! 

3.-Bl'ief Notices of Indian Pe1·iodicals. 
I. In the August Nos. of the ,Journal of ,lfedicnl and Ph_11sical Science, 

and the Indian Reuiew, Dr. Corhyn ably pursues his indefatil{ahle exer­
tions. Our object as Christian Observers being special for the most pa1·t, the 
notice our space allows us to take of them must always be very limited. 
Leaving almost untouched the medical portion of them, and confining ou1· 
extracts on other topics of general literature, &c. to matters of immediate 
local interest, 01· to rema1·kahle discoveries in science, we can only hope 
that many of ou1· readers may be induced to seek for much ,·ery valuable 
information on many impo1-tant topicg in the Periodicals in question them­
selves. We have only room for a few references to the present numbers. 

I. At page 389 of the "Journal," is a highly interesting notice of a 
case of voluntary entombment, in an individual supposed to be possessed 
of a surprising power of retaining physiological life under circumst,rnces 
of exdusion from all ordinary means of maintaining- it, i. e. from air and 
sustenance. The case is not, howe,·er, altogether free from uncertainty as 
to the facts; though, as far as it goes, the te~timony is uutlouhted. 

" The man is said, by long practice, to have acquired the art of holdinir his breath 
by shutting the mouth, and stopping the interior opening of the nostrils with his 
tongue ; he also abstains from solid food for some days previous to his interment, so 
that he may not be inconvenienced by the contents of his stomach, while put up in 
his narrow j?l'ave; and moreover, he is sewn up in a bag of cloth, and the cell is 
lined with masonry, and floored with cloth, that the white auts and other insects 
may not easily be able to molest him. The place in which he was buried at 
Jaisalmer, is I\ small buildint'. about 12 feet, by 8 feet, built of stone; and in the 
floor was a hole about three feet long, two and a half feet wide, and the same 
1lcpth, 01· perhaps a yarrl deep, in which he was placed in a sitting posture, sewed 
up in his shroud, with his feet turned inwards towards the stomach, and his hands 
also pointed inwards towards the chest. Two heavy slabs of stone, 5 or 6 feet long, 
several inches thick, and broad enough to cover the mouth of the grave, so that he 
could not escape, were then placed over him, anrl I believe a little earth was plas­
tered over the whole, so as to make the surface of the grave smooth and compact. 
The door of the house was also built up, and people placed outside, that no tricks 
might be played, nor Lleception practised. At the expiration of a full mouth, that is 
to sny, this morning, the walling up of the door was broken, an,1 the buried man 
<lug out of the grave; Trevelyan's moonshee only running there in time to see the 
ripping open of the bag in which the man had been enclosed. He was taken out 
in a perfectly senseless state, his eyes closed, his hands cramped and powerless, his 
stomach shrunk vel'y much, and his teeth jammed so fast together, that they were 
forced to open his mouth with an iron instrnment to pour a little water down his 
thrnat. He gradually recovered hi• senses and the use of his limbs, and wh•n we 
went to see him, ,vas sitting up, supporte,l by two men, and conversed with us in a 
low, gentle tone of voice, saying," that we might bury him again for a twelve 
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month if we please,!." He toltl Major Spiers 11t Ajmeer, of hi3 powers, and was 
lau"hc,l at as all im11nstor; hut Cornet Macna~hten put his abstinence to the test 
at Pokhn,·, hy •uspendinc: him for thirteen days shut up iu a wooden chest, which, 
be ~a~•s. i~ hctter than bein~ buried under ground; because the box, when bung 
from the ceiling, is open to inspection ou all sides, and the white nots, &c. can be 
eo•ier preventecl from !("Ctting at his body while he thus remains in a state of insrn­
~ihility. His powr.rs of 11hstinencc mu•t be woncl erful to enable him to do without 
food for so lon~ a time, nor does hi5 hair grow during the time he l'emalus buried." 

2. At !l, 408, in a paper on Mineral Magnetism, is stated as experimen­
tally established an interestin!{ discovery by Dr. Schmidt of Berlin, that 

"The pnwer of a mae:net mi"ht be given to iron, or destrnycd in a few seconds; 
a fact which was first mnue known by Dr. S. The process of destruction consisted 
in passinc: down the poles of one magnet agnin,t the like poles of another magnet, 
cmnmencinc: at the curve of the instrument. To reproduce the power, the poles were 
reversed in the passine: motion, commencing also at the curve. Dr. Schmidt attached 
cousi,lerahle importance to this ex1>eriment; for he says, that when the power of 
the ma~oets hecomes dt>teriorated, it j4 ea~ily restorell i and failure, which must 
frequently hefo,·e have atten•led its application for tile cu1·e of diseases, could now 
be readily obviated." 

3. At p. 418 is an extract from the Lancet of a very interesting 
"Lecture on Hygeine, or the Prese1·vation of Public Health, by lV. Farr, 
Esq." We find a passag-e that fall~ in directly with om· j!reat object, exhi­
biting as it does th~ medicfll and physical wisdom of the Mosaic enactments 
in Leviticus in a very striking light. 

"The four last books of the Pentate•.1ch unfold a great system of 1-Jygeine, not 
constituting a mere philosophic unnpplie,l therory, but enforced by legal sanetioos, 
nnd carried out in pactiec to the very letter of its enactments. Moses was learned 
in all the wis1lom of the Ec:ypt ians, and adopted several of their practices ; but 
together with the J;reat idea of emancipating his countrymen, and cal"l"ying them 
from a Jan:l of bondas:e to a land overflowing with natural riches, came, many pro­
found p1·inciples of truth, resulting from the study of the moral anil physiological 
conrlition of maukincl, ancl a thorough knowle1lge of the external circumstances of the 
country-the wil<lerness,-through which the people were to be Jed. On account of 
the relation of miracle,-, minl;'led with the narrative of Moses, some persons object to 
references beine: made to the Pentateuch, or to conside,·ing it as historical authority 
for scieutific truths ; but ii1ternal and circumstantial evidence proclaims its authen• 
ticity too strongly to justify the 1·ejection of the facts which it contains, whatever 
differences of opinion may atten,l theil· interpretation. Voltaii·e says that every 
thing about '.\loses is supernatural : " Chaque peuple a ses prodiges, mais tout est 
prod-ie:e chez le peup\e juif." After examining the records collected in the Penta­
teuch: the mannel's and the style of the Arabs, and all the other atteudant circum­
stances, I think you will come, if not with Warburton, at least with Muller and 
Roetteck, to a r\iffet·eut conclusion. I shall here assume that the facts are histod­
cnl, and proceed to clevclope a faint outline of the Mosaic system of Hygeine : import­
ant, because it is the first recort.lcd with detail, an,l because of the mighty principles 
it involves. The great theological system revealed by Moses l am neither qualified 
nor called upon to discuss; in hygcine we have only to do with the physical facts." 

A succeeding passage invokes a very important physiological reason 
against marriages among 11ea1· consanguineous relatives, conspiring with 
the g1·eat moral argument against such unions, that, if allo•~ed antl gene­
rally practised, they must prevent that unrestrained ancl confidential in­
tercourse in families on which so much of domestic and social vil-tue and 
happiness is founded: it is this-

" The enactments relating to marriage, which are now adopted in Europe, were 
founded on tbe physiolo~ical law, that a degenerate offspring results from the 
intercourse of animals which are neal'ly l'elated; and that a proper mixtul'e of alien 
blood alone can give birth to an untainted and vigorous race. Cousins and near 
relations, by being brought into contact when young, and when the affections are 
opening, too often Jay the foundation of matrimonial alliances which infrioge upon 
the general laws of Hygeine. What would have been the l'esult of allowing the 
connulJial union of nearer reh,tives? The denouncement of adultery, which was 
punished by death, and the strict inve,tigatioo of virginity, discouraged a promiscu-
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ous inte rcourse-,lestructive of the bonds of fnmilies, CRlrulnted to yirld a degene­
rate spurious issue, nnd likely to involve nations iu f'Xhaustin,!!' prrnicious <lise11~e. 
Such a restro.iot was oe,·essn,·y, unil justified by the truths of physiology." 

l\luch rnhmble matter follows, which we would gl:ully transfe1· to our 
pages, hut must not from want of room. ,v e hope this entia-e pass;ige 
especially will be exttmsivdy 1·ead. ,ve only wish the writer had sounder 
,·iew, of the divine commission of Moses, who was " learned," indeed, 
"in all wisdom of the Egyptians," but who had by a direct divine com­
munication, wisdom which the Egyptians possessed not, and therefore 
coul<I not communicate, and which guided and streugthened l.im to all 
those great r<'sults on which the Lecturer remarks witb so much admi­
ration and feeling in this powerful passage:-

" Thus Moses left the Israelites a numerous nation, raised by irreat principles, n 
system of laws, and hya;einic ndaptatioos, from slavery, and perrectly fitted to its 
great destiny ; a111l thus be accomplished ooe of toe most interesting physical 
regencrnlious reconled io early history. lo contemplating this mighty work, sha­
dowing forth preco,,ceived ideas, aod the result of theoretical principles, rigorously 
end sometimes cruelly enforced, the fugitive herdsman of Jethro, on the volcanic 
Sinai, standin~ before a rebellious people, and viewed with an enlightened philoso­
phy, must remnin foreve1· sublime iu character, as he was conceived by Angelo.'' 

11. Fl'om " The lndill Review" we can only give one solitary extract 
from the notice of " Outlines of Mineralogy, Geology, and Mineral 
Analysis, by T. Thomson, l\I. D., F. R. S. &c." 

" lo order to determine the state of the question io reference to the existence of a 
centrnl fire, the author has collected all the observations that have hitherto been 
published on the temperatures, from the surface of the eRrth to the greatest depth 
that has heen attained by man. From these it appears that, taking the mean of 
ninPteen observations, there is ao increase of I• F. for every 50 feet of deacent. This 
is the evidence which many bring forward for the existence of a central fire. The 
nuthor, however, shews that, according to the observations of Mr. Moyle, made 
during a series of years in Cornwall, the high temperature of these mines continues 
only while they are wo,·king. When they are abandoned they nre soon filled with 
\\'Iller, which remains stagnant, and the temperature grndually sinks, till it ap­
proaches that of the mean temperature of the place.-2. That the temperature of the 
earth is regulated entirely by the sun; for, the higher the suu is elevated auove the 
horizon anti the longer it continues above the horizon, the higher is the temperature. 
lf the t,,mperature increased 1° for every 50 feet, a descent of 12 miles, or a point by 
so m•1ch nearer the centre of the earth than the position of the equator, should 
aff'ol'<I a temperature, allo,.ing for radiation, of 1200•. Now, this ou::,;ht to be the 
temperature of the poles, because they are 12 miles nearer the earth's centre thao 
the equator. Theii· temperature is, however, JJ0,-and hence, this seems an a1·gu .. 
ment fatal to the notion of a central fire. But, although the idea of a central fire is 
not supported by the fncts with which we are acquainted, it is not unlikely that an 
i,,/ernal lire exists, which gives origin to those vast volcanic regions and earth­
quakes which are continually altering the aspect of the eartu's surface. If we were 
to consider this fi,·e as approaching nearer the surface in some places than in others, 
\\'e might have, perhaps, an explanation of the relative causes of volcanoes and 
earthquakes.'' 

III. \l'e notice in the papers the establishment of a Branch Horticul. 
tnl'al Society at Hugli, mainly, we belie,·e, through the exe1·tio11s of the 
Commissioner, ;\fr. Walters. The bearing of such institutions on agri­
cultural improvement, commercial prosperity, and the increase of Go,·ern­
ment re1·en11e in India, is too manifest to require any argument from us, 
Our heartfelt wishes accompany this very spirited un<lertaking, which 
appears to be well supported by tbe European residents and some Native 
gentlemen in Chinsura and Hugli. The prospectus has some valuable 
observations on the results that have all'eady taken place, and may yet be 
expected, from a greater combined attention to the agricultul'e of the 
country. 
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IV. From the Native papers especially we gathe1· the ve1·y great inter. 
est which the singular case uf the individual claiming· to he the right heir 
to the R!ij!iship of Burd wan, Pratiip Chandrn. has excitt>d. An instance is 
gi,·en of an alleged attempt to introduce a per~on as if to itlentify him, but 
with a real view tu bear false tcstimuny ap;aiust his claim. \Ve have under­
stood from a source we can rl'ly upon, that there a1·e individuals among the 
remaining gentlemen formerly Dutch Government functiornH"ies at Chin. 
s1u-!i, who being privy to circumstances that are and could be known only 
to the real Pratap Chandra and themselves, cuuld, if the matte1· came to 
a judicial inquiry, readily detect the imposture, if it he one, or Pstablish 
the posili\·e rights of this individual to the extensive revenues of Burd wan. 

V. A correspondence published in the Clllcuttfl Courier between certain 
zemindars of the 2-t-parganas and Government, relative to the remission 
of land.rents, suggests important remarks. Remissions are, no doubt, 
occasionally called for from the unavoidable results of inundations and 
other destrnctive occurrences. Jn some districts they have, we know, 
been extensively made, and that for se,·ernl successive years. Highly im. 
portant as this subject is in itself, we notice it chiefly with a view to ano. 
ther matte1· al"ising out of the zemindari institution, and which presents 
itself in a striking manne1· before the :.\Iissionaries of the different Chris­
tian Societies. Among the points that demand of such, peculiar prudence 
anti discernment, are those which touch upon worldly inducements to 
acc~ptance of the Christian faith. On this point we a1·e supplied with an 
extract from a letter addressed hy one of the :\Jissionaries to the secre. 
tary of his Soriety, in which he thus exp1·esses himself:-

" In addressiog congregated peo1,lc in this district, the l'OUtine of Christian in­
struction bas no looger the adventitious yet puwerful aid of oovelty in its favour. 
The listless apathy, the stupi<\ insensibility to moral appeals, the deadness of heart 
to religious co11sideratioos which so charactcl'ize this population, have ceased to be_ 
operateil upou by the excitement of what wns once new. The doctrines, history, and 
arguments of Christianity al'e pretty widely known-the pl"eacbing of various Mis­
•ionarics and tracts extensively distributed, as well as the ilift'erent Christian schools 
in this vicinity, have left the people no longer absolutely ignorant of the great out­
lines of our Di,·ine faith. Curiosity, has consequently, no food-the motive of gain we 
do not, would not, dare not offer-self-originated ,lesire for instruction is hardly to be 
met with-conscience is torpid-the moral sense dull, if it exist at all. Superstitious 
belief bas besotted the judgment, that it cannot longer discern the face of truth ; and 
only duty, lingel'ing faith slow to abandon a hope which God's own word imparts, 
the yearnings of the heart over the debased, demoralized and_ contented victims of 
so unholy aoll degntding and destructive a system as Hinduism, eoable a Christian 
Missiooa1·y to cootiuue labouring, with any tolel'able measure of courage aod energy, 
under the accumulated depression occasioneil by such a concurrence of trials." 

Afterwm·ds comes the passage which bears specially upon the reference 
now before us, and which correctly exhibits the importance of a Mission. 
ary's keeping clem· of all implication in revenue and other questions, and 
in which the distress or the cupidity of natives might, if he were off his 
guard, or had not direct spiritual conversion sofoly at heart, but too often 
involve him. 

"If," he says," be (the Chdstian Missionary) could consent to put the Lord's 
stamp on base coin, he might no doubt have no very limited ournoer of nominal 
Christians. lo the perpetual land reveoue system of Lord Cornwallis, many very 
deceptive expedients "'ere resorted to in order to elude the vigilance and prey upon 
the good faith of the Dritish Government. A zemindar, for instance, was register­
ed as possessing so many bighabs of cultivated soil', and assessed at a correspond­
ing amount of revenue anti power of claim against the cultivators. In the present 
day he is, perhaps, actually possessed of double the amount of land, exacts in pro­
portion from the ryots, and yet pays only his fixed quota of reveoue. The oppressed 
cultivators would in crowds embrrtce Christianity or any othe1· system eojoiued upon 
them by a s&.hib, missionary or other, who would ooly undertake to protect them against 
the exactions of the zemindar, by holding him in check under the terror of d~oounce-
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ment to Gm·ernment. In•tnncee of this facility for makin~ nominnl ennw,·t, nre 
not rnre. Oth1·1· mmks nlso present thc,n~elves ;-but as all such !rave Christian 
con,·rr~ion ont of consitleration, while thry nre yet very questionuhle in themselves, 
a l\fissionnr\" rnnnot of roursc nvRil himself of them. He must toil tunidst accu .. 
mulated ditficultirs and ,li~nppointments. " hopin~ even against hope," !!lint·e the 
pl'Omisc is ~nr,, an,I in the en<l will spenk and not lie, that Gou will ,;ivc to_Christ 
the heathen for his iuhcritnnce, an<l the uttermost purts of the earth lor bis pos• 
64!S:iiOD." 

4.-Publications ,f t!ie Religiozt8 Tract Society. 

CommentnTy 011 the Sacred Sc1·ipturea, 6 vols. 
Hofiicke;-'a Sermons, 1 vol. 
Sprague's Letters to a Daughter, 1 vol. 
Morning .Meditations, I yo}. 
Church History, 6 vols. 

The works enum!'rated abo,•e are not arranged unde1· the same head, 
because they are of the same calibre, though they are intended to subse1·ve 
the same end-the spiritual improvement of Christians and the glory of 
Christ. The ohji,ct in view is to 1·ecommen<l to the attention of our reade1·s 
works of a profitable character, that may be obtained on the spot. 

TM Co11,111ent11ry is a very useful and pious work, being a compilation of 
the choicest parts of Scott and Henry, tog-ether with extracts from other 
authors and travellers, who have in any way made their opportunities and 
tr,n·els subservient to the purpose of illustrating and enforcing the truths 
of the Bible. 

The Sermons by Lewis Hofi1cker, a devout German, are short, lucid, 
afl'ectionate, am\ evangelical: they are wl'll adapteil. fo1· family reading. 
They are accompanied ·by a brief memoir of thei,· excellent author . 

• Uo1·ning Jl/edit11tions are extracts from a larger work of Dr. Morrison, 
of Chelsea. on the Psalms. They are calculated to induce devotional feel­
ings in a pious mind. 

Spr11gue's Letters to a D,wghter are the prorluction of a highly culti,·ated, 
wisely di~criminating mind, and well calculated to be put into the hands of 
young persons, eutering upon the busy a111l trying scenes of act.he life; 
treating·, as they do, on almost every important topic connected with the 
welfare of immortal beings. 

Church History. This is, in some measure, like the commentan·-a 
compilation; though it is ar.compauied hy judicious counectin?; remarks and 
rellt>ctions, from which all rancoruus and sectarian feeliug has been 
excluderl, the main object being to g·irn au impartial and cleal' ,·iew of 
the most important features of Church history-a desideratum long felt, 
and, we think, now to a great extent supplied. 

Thi, whole of the abo\'e are, in fod. ;is worthy of the Society from 
which they emanate, as they are cleser\'ing of a place in every Chl'istian's 
lihrary. \l'e can recommend them,-,1111! not only the few selected, l,ut 
all the publications of Uwt very excelle11t institution,-with the most 
perfect confitlence, at once for the purity of their doctrine, the clear­
ness of their arraugement, the correctness of tllPir typog-rnphy, and the 
beauty of their appearance, mul not less fo1· their extreme cl,eapness. 
These are strong l'ecommend11tions,-l,ut they are strenl,\"tl,ened by the 
recollect1011, that evel'y \'olume issuing from the Society's Depository, is 
accompanied hy the prayers and best wi~hes of the best people in the 
church of God. 

V. 3 R 



Poetry. 

For the Calcutta Cliristian Ohsert•ei·. 

ME~RICAL PARAPHltASlt OF TIIF. 90nr PSAI.M. 

Tnou, mighty Lord, thl'ough endless years, hast iieen 
The soul's sure l'efuge mid thi,; <'hanging scene; 
The comfort of the righteous and their star, 
\Vhilst rapid generations pass away. 
Before the mountains rais'd their heads on high, 
Before this earth hung pendant in lhe sky, 
El'e those vast world~, in heauteous li~·ht array'd, 
Shone into being, and thy hand display'd-
Thou wert and art, eternal Being, thou, 

LSEPT. 

Alone unchanging through an endles~ now! 10 
Alone to he, nor waste of years attend, 
\Vhile all creation hastens to its end! 
Tltou bid'st frail man, in all his being's pride, 
Swift dissolution of his frame abide; 
'.' Ye children of the dust," thy dread command, 
" Return ag·ain from whence my forming hand 
Rais'd you to live your little date on earth, 
And stamp'd you mortal in your being's bii'th." 
Past like the fleet-ing watch that measures night, 
A thousand years, in thy eternal sight, 20 
Are hut as yesterday, whose rnpid sands 
Left man's short work unfinish'd in his hands. 
Scatter'd by thee, our short.Ji,,'d race may seem, 
But like a sleep, or as a moming dream, 
Or like-the dew.fed beauties of the glade, 
Before the sun that in thei1· freshness fade;-
At early dawn they flourish and are green, 
Cut down, dried up and wither'd ere the e'en. 
So, if in anger thou our souls uphraid, 
We mortals shrink, confounded and afraid; 80 
And, in thy fierce displeasure's wasting day, 
Consum'd with terr01·, shri1·el and decay. 
Our dark misdeeds beheld in thy pu1·e li!{ht, 
Our secret sins our comcious minds affright ; 
And as a short hour's easy tale is told, 
Our date is pa,t, our hurried years grow old. 
The clays of lift', at longest nge of men, 
Are but a flet>ti11:;r thrre score years and ten; 
Or if by rea,on of unusual stre11gth, 
,\n ad1le1l t1·11 he g-i"-11 to tl1<•ir le11gt.h- 40 
Yet is the prolonl,\'atio11 of our !if£', 
\Vith pain and Jah1,ur aml with sorrow rife; 
And soon, at la~t, thl' dotards pass away, 
If luth to go, 11nwilling yet to stay ;-
So soon is past the slw1 t.li"'cl elate of man, 
A fleeting shadow or a narrow span ! 
But when the s<ml has left its house of clay, 
\Vhat still abides it in thy judgment day, 
AtHI what thy wrath·, tlreatl puw r, ah! who rega1·ds, 
\\'hich mncy slays, wl1ich only grace retards? 50 
Yet g-reat as that our inward fears announce, 
The dct!p displcai;ure thou shalt then pronounce, 
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DOMESTIC OCCU!lJ\Ell'OES. 
[Where the place is not rnentionetl, Calcutta is to be understood.] 

MARCH. MARRIAGES. 
2!). At C11wopore, Cornet Hoo. W. Powys, 16th Lancers, to Miss Kennedy. 

APRIL. 
u. At Alli~bur, R.R. Shirt, Esq. C. S. to Miss 111. Derridon. 

At Allahnbail, Sc1·jt. J. D. Robe,·tson, to Miss A. E. Marklew. 
Mr. T. Spionia, to Miss A, Gilbert, 22. 

23. 
JUNE. 

Mr. J. Francis, to Miss A. J. Dias. 

27. Nomillah, Serjt. P. Hughes, to Miss E. Connahan, 
JULY. 

4. At Cawnpore, Lieut. Daniel, Artillery, to Miss L. A. Bristow. 
'1, At lndor.-, Capt. F. H. Saodys, to Miss M. J. B. Hewett. 

12. At Cawnpore, J. W. Muir, Esq. C. S., to '.\fiss E. A. Dennys. 
JS. At Mussoorie, Lieut. A. Huish, Artillery, to Miss J.M. Hogan. 
16. At Seebpore, Backergunge, Mr. J. D. Le\\is, to Miss F. F. D'Silva. 
18. Mr. H. Pereira, to Miss L. Esperan~n. 

Mr. J. Flood, to Miss E. Gunning. 
20. Mr. M. A. Minos, to Mrs. J. F. Berry. 
21. Rev. C. E. Uriberg, to Miss S. A. French. 

At Mozulferporr, R. Taylor, Esq. to '.\liss M.A. F. Richardson. 
25. At Cha,ulernagore, Mr. E. P. Be1111fort, to Miss A. Antoine. 
26. W. McKenzie, Esq. to Miss F. Lnscelles. 

Major E. Garstio, Engineers, to Miss M. A. Duffin. 
2;. At ~ulkea, P11bna, Lieut. J. Wemyss, Oth N. I., to Miss B. Driver. 
28, D. H. Crawford, Esq. C. S., to Miss G. W. Anderson. 
29, At Chiosurab, Mr. G. B. Hoff, to Miss A. E. Ross. 

Mr. E. C. Chinnery, to Miss M. E. Mur.-ay. 
30. W. Scott, Esq, to Miss Conyers. 

JAN, BIRTHS. 
s. At the Cape, the lady of Capt. J. H. Vaorenen, 25th N. I., of a son, 

MARCH. 
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9. At Cbittagoog, the wife of Serjeant-Major J. Concannon, 55th N. I., of a 
daughter, 
APIUL, 

7. At Benares, Mrs. R. N. 'Bernard, of a daughter. 
At Digah, Mrs. D. Pinhearow, of a son. 
At Allahabad, Mrs. W. Blackburn, of a son. 

10. At Dioapore, the lady of Capt. J. W. Hicks, of a son. 
J l. At Kurnaul, the lady of Lieut. Colonel Wymer, of a son, 
14. At Cawopore, Mrs, J. Walker, of a son. 

At Deyrah Dhooo, the la<ly of Lieut.-Col. F. Young, of a son. 
15. At Neemuch, the lady of W. H. !llicholett;;, 29th N. I., of a son. 

At Meerut, the lady of Capt. Nicholl, Artillery, of a daughter. 
1'1. At Ajmeer, Mrs. G. D. Boyd, of a son. 
20, Mrs. F. G. Stewart, of a daughter. 

Mrs. T. P. Whittenberry, of a son. 
21, At Simlah, l\Jrs. T. Lithgow, of a son. 
22. At Meerut, Mrs. G. Lumley, of a daughter. 
23. The lady of G. S. Dick, Esq, of a daughter. 
2t. The lady of Capt. W. Bell, Artillery, of a daughter, 
27. At Pulsoorah Factory, Rajeshye, Mrs, A. C. Monnier, of a daughter, 
28. The lady of J. Howell, Esq. of a son. 
29. At Myopoorie, the lady of Capt. J. Butlei·, 3rd Regt. N. I., of a daughter. 
30. Mrs. H. Frederick, of a daughter. 

MAY. 
At Gbazeepore, the lady of Lt. E. P. Gilbert, H. M,'s 26th Foot, of a son. 

2, Mrs. R. Platts, of a son. 
At Meerut, Mrs. M. Kelly, of a daughter. 

1 t. At• Noacally, the wife of Mr. W. Jackson, or a son. 
28. At Fort William, the lady of Rev. C. W. Wimberley, of a son, 

JtrNE, 
2. At llfoloapore, the lady of Capt. Griffin, 24th N. I. of a son. 

At Baramaseab, Kishnagbnr, Mrs. Cockburn,of a son. 
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4. At Mussoorie, the Indy of Cnpt. Blair, 10th L. C., of a son. 
21. Mi's. J. J. Woodford, of a son, 
23. Mrs. J. Je11kins, of a daughter. 
25. llll's, F. Bolst, of a daughter. 

Jt•LY. 
3, At Allahabad, the lady or F. 0. Wells, Esq, C. S., of a son. 

At Mussoorie, the lady of S. M. Boultlcrson, Esq. C. S., of a daughter. 
7, At llena1·cs, the wife of Conductor E. Townsend, of a daughter. 

At Jnjeemow, near Cawnpore, Mrs. J. R. Amman, of a daughter. 
8. At Muttra, the lady of Lieut, F. Boileau, Artillery, of a son. 
9. At Patna, Mrs, M. Hinton, of a daughter. 

10, At Meerut, Mrs. M. J. Athanass, of a son. 
11. At Singheesur, Purneah, the latly of \V, Duft', Esq. of a daughter. 

MARCH, DEATHS. 
14. Mrs .. F. S, llayes, aged 33 years. 
27, At Oodchpore, Ensign Ramsay, 22nd N. I. 
30. At Mecrut, Frances Gertrude, the daughter of the Rev. J. C. Proby. 

APRIL. 
8. At Rcnal'es, the infant daughter of Lieut. Clayton, aged 2 years. 

At Mnssoorie, J.C., the daughter of Lieut.-Col. O'Dounel, aged 7 years. 
10, Mi's. P. Irvine, ae:rd 22 years. 
11. At Meernt, the wife of Qr.-Master Serjeant S, Jarman, 54th N. I., aged 30 

years, 
12, Mr. J. Fisher, aged 30 years, 

The son of Mr. T. F. Newing, aged II months. 
13. The son of E. Wilkinson, Esq. aged 11 months, 

Mr. W. Ha,·per, aged 35 years. 
Mr. C. Lamont, of the brig Monarch, aged 29 years. 

15. l\hs. H. Lewis, aged 37 years, 
17. Mr. J. Thompson, a Pensioner, 
18, l\lr. W. Collins, a Pensioner. 

At Seebpore, Mrs. M. De Silva, 
19, Mr. H. L. Christiana, 

The infant son of Mr. J, T. Plomer, aged 13 days, 
20. l\Irs. R. Gibson. 

At Gurwarrnh, the wife of Capt. v.r. T. Savary, 46th N. I., aged 29 years, 
At Nusseerahad, the lady of Capt. Downing, 3rd N. I. 

22. The infant son of Mr. J. Edwards, aged 2 months. 
At Futtyghur, Lieut.-Col. C. W. Brooke, Hth N. I. 

23, At Dacca, the ,lan~hter of Serjt.-Major R. Wl'ight, 50th N. I., aged 2 years. 
25. At ,,fee1·ut, the infant daughter of Lt. J, C. Rouse, H. M.'s 3rd Foot, aged 

JO months. 
28. Mr. J. Mitchell, aged 24 years. 

Mrs. M. Thomson, aged 511 years, 
The infant daughter of Mr. R. Taylor, aged 1 month. 

29, The infant son of Mr. W. Wood, aged 6 mouths, 
30. Mr. V. Kimmins, aged 27 yeal's, 

MAY, 
15. The infant daughter of J. Rabbeth, aged 15 months. 
26. At Jungypore, Mr. J.B. Smith. 

JUNE, 
J, Mr. J.P. Counsell, a,:;-ed 55 years. 
'I, At Kyook Phyoo, Lieut. R. S. Master, Engineers. 
9, At Cawnpol'e, the tlaughtc,· of W. Vincent, Esq. aged 4 years and 6 months. 
- At Saugor, the infant son of Majo1· C. R. W, Lane, 2nd N. I., aged H 

months. 
29. M1·. J. Vesterman. 
30. At Mussoorie, the lady of Capt. H. M. Grnves, 16th N. I,, aged 31 years, 

JULY, 
2. P. Jordan, Esq. ae;ed 49 years. 
3, The daughter of Mr. H. Palmer, ageil 2 years. 
5. At Kyook Phyoo, Lt. G. F. Ritso, 40th N. I. 
e. At Kurnaul, the son of Major Tronson, H. M.'s 13th foot, aged 13 months. 

11. At J,'uttyghur, Miss E. Skinner. 
At Almorah, Lieut.-Col. F. A. Weston, Invalids. 

12. At Delhi, the infant sou of Mr. T. W, Collins, aged I month. 
At Seharuupl){e, the wife of Serjt. N. Doyle, oged :u years. 
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~ftippinn lnttllig·tncr. 

JULY. ARRIYALS. 
16. Perfrct, Wm. Snell, from Greenock 8th Mai-eh, Milfol'd 1st April, nnd 

Mndr11s 10th July. 
P11sse,1yas from E119/m1d.- Mr. Brice, Mr. Kelherer, and John :'.\Ic:-.air, 

Esq, From 11/adras.-William Shand, 11nd H, M. Low, Esqrs. 
Ayr, (Brig,) A. Nicoll, from Moulmein 28th June. 
P11sse11r1•·1·s frn111 .lluulmein.-:\-lajor Mair, H. M.'s 62n1l Regt. and Mr. J.B. 

Richanlson, Merchant. 
17. Arcthusa, (Brig,) J. Canning, froru Peuang 5th June, and Pedier Coast 4th 

July. 
Jo. John Hepburn, (Schooner,) B. Robertson, from Rangoon 11th July. 

Aq!yle, A. l\Iacdouald, from Madras 4th an,l Ennore 13th July. 
l!I, Maria, (Brig,) G. 1\1, Robinson, from Moulmein 6th July. 
20. Yiscouot Meluourne, H. L. Thomas, from the Downs 31'<1 April, and Madrns 

14th Jui\". 
Passengers f1·om Lo111lon.~)frs. Hilton, Mrs. IJumfrays, Mrs. Boulton, 

l\lisses David,;on an,\ Cotes; Capt. W. Hilton, H. !\I. 16th Lancers; Lieut. A. 
Humfrays, Brng;,l Artillery, Lieut. C. Boulton, ~7th B. N. I., Cornet J. W. Rey­
nold,, I Ith Dragoons; Ensign W. D. Hilton, 9th Foot; Ensign H. t:. M. Ximenes, 
16th Foot; )frssrs. H. N. Raikes and J. J. Mackay, Cadets; Mr. T. Sibbald, Asst. 
Surgeon; Messrs. J. W. Rose, and H. Pag·e. Steerage Passengers: l\Irs. Lincoln 
and -l children, II. McRitchie, Private, 16th Lancers, and Esther his wife. 

H. C. Steamer G,rnges, W. Wa,·den, from Chittagoug 16th July. 
Passe119ersfrom Chillago11g.-Mrs. Harper, Mrs. Jellicoe, Mrs. Fulton, Mrs. 

SitlJous, Miss Hunter, Dr. Harper, Lieut. Siddons ; a11d three children. 
21. Willllsor, W. Taylor, from LouJon 27th February, aud Madras 15th July. 

Passc11gersjrom Lo11do11.-Lady Hayes, widow of Sir J. Hayes; Capt. Faber, 
H. M. 49th Regt.; Ensign Jenkins, H. l\f. 44th Regt., Ensign Beetes, H. M. 
26th Regt.; W. M. Shand, Esq. Merchant; E.T. Sealy, G. D. Raikes, and G. H. 
Clarke, Esq1·s. Writers; Mr. R. Pigou, Engineer Cadet; Messrs. F. Hayes, P. 
Robertson and J. B. Metcalfe, Infnntry Cadets ; aud Mr. H. Twentyman. F,-0111 

Mudras.-Dr. McLeod, Inspector General of Hospitnls. 
Mary Ann Webb, R. Lloyd, fro1n Liverpool l9th March, and Portsmouth I0tll 

April. 
23. Bisson, (Fr.) T. Sorcan, from Nantes 5th Dec. and Bourbon I Ith ,Tune. 

Passe11yer,from Bourbon.-Mons. and Madame Cremasy. Fro111 Po,u/icherry. 
-Mr. Lefaucbere. 

Indian Oak, E. Worthington, from the ~fauritius 26th June. 
Passe119ers from Maurilius.-Mons. and Madame Pastoral and child; !\fans. 

and Madame Dcmnrrie and 4 children; Messrs. Yeton aud Jardine. 
- Sophia, (Bark,) J. Rapsc.n, from China 14th May, Singapore 231·,I May, an,! 

Penang olth July. 
Passenger j,·om Singapol'e.-John McKenzie, Esq. From Pc11a11g.-R. J, 

Brassey, Esq. Bengal Medical Service. 
- Crown. (Bark,) H. Ponsonby, from Liverpool 4th April. 

2-l. t:uited State,. (Amr. Bark.) J. Webb, from Boston 2Gth l\fa1·ch. 
25. Drongan, J. !\JcKenzie, from Mauritius 1:Jth June, l\ladras 7th and Col'inga 

llth July. 
2i. !\fa!l'net, (Bark,) T. Mann, from Liverpool 19th Febrna,·y, Rio de Janeiro 

19th April, and Covelong 21st July. 
- Dalla Merchant, (Bark,) H. M. Potter, from Singapore 23rd, and Toloosam­

wai 29th June, Mendoo 11th, and Acheen 14th July. 
28. Ripley, (Brig,) Y. Steward, from Liverpool 7th March, and Bl'istol 9th 

April. 

29. 
30. 

July. 

Trident, (Brig,) A. Mitchell, from Port Louis 27th June. 
Horizon, (Fr.,) La Moree, from Bom·bon 22nd June. 
Wolf, (H. M. S.) E. Stanley, from Madras 23rd July. 
Emmie, (Bark,) J. Morin, from the l\lauritius ioth June, and Ennore 22nd 

- Mary and Susan, (Amr.,) W. F. Parroti, from Boston 6th Apl'il, and Madrai 
24th July. 






