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THE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

October, 1836. 

1.-Letter f'l'(>m an Ame,·ican Lady on the subject of Mater­
nal Associations. 

[In presenting the following most interesting letter to our readers, we cannot 
forbea,· remorkiug upon the excellent spirit in which it is conceived. It is from 
the heart of a Christian mother, addressed to Christian mother. every where. 
That heart had first yearned over the souls of her owu beloved children, and bad 
" taken no rest" until the movements of the blessed Spirit of Grace appeared 
upon them ; and will not the hearts of all Christian mothers respond to so 
maternal, so holy a resolution? To them is committed the task of making the 
first impressions upon the infant minds of their offspring-and that most wisely 
and most mercifully. Large experience proves that nothing can well withstand 
the united prayers and counsels and affectionate instructions of a mother who, 
animated with divine love as with the love of her children, labours from the first in 
faith and earnestness for their salvation: We do stronglr, nay urgently recom­
mend the plan of Maternal Associations for general adoption by mothers in this 
country. Why do so mnuy Christian parents mourn in bitterness and anguish 
and disappointment over their unconverted, godless, and perhaps immoral offspring? 
Surely, surely there was a fault, a serious fault somewbtre; eithet· some failure in 
auuing prayer to counsel, or in making the best advice appear evidently to spring 
from the fondest affection-or possibly the word was not always" in season ;" 
the fittest occasions were not chosen for it ; the natural characters of the 
individuals were not carefully studied-or there was a lack of consistency in 
themselves-perhaps a carelessness in regard to the companionship in which their 
children were allowed-an over-indulgeuce 01· an over-strictness and severity ; for 
even the expression of just displeasure on a parent's face should be "but the 
graver countenance of Jove." I.et Christian parents then, mothers especially, 
remember their solemn responsibilities, and how much in very truth the present 
an<l eternal welfare or wretchedness of their beloved ones is dependent upon their 
spirit and th,ir exertions. If this letter should but stir up Christian mothers 
indi'"idually to greater zeal aud effort in this great matter, much would be 
accomplished-but we strongly r~commend the plan of associations for this end. 
The combination of several is of great importance-it brings the wisdom and 
energy of all to bear upon all and upon each. The diversity of natural talent and 
quickness of observation-the different experience of one and of another-the sti­
mulus given to activity by mutual exhortations oft repeated-the constant commu­
nication of new information in the details of various cases that occur of failure or 
success-these and many other circumstances essentially connected with associations, 
give them an immense advantage in this very solemn and important matter. 
We must now leave the letter to speak for itself; we hope and believe it cannot 
fail to make a powerful impression on many, many mothers in this country, 
where peculiar difficulties and dangers in the mattq of the religious education 
of children exist, arising from the depraved character of native servants, nod the 
absence of all those ten thousand sources of useful idea that are known in Chris­
tian countries and amid a whole population of Christianized persons.-Eu.) 

DEAR MADAM, Utica, June 31, 1832. 

From a recent interview with Mr. F. I. Marshall, we are 
encouraged, as a society, to address a letter to you, accompanied 
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with other documents on the subject of Maternal Associations. 
From our own experience of the benefits which have resulted to 
oursrh·es anll to our children from our united efforts, we feel 
confidence in recommending to mothers the institution of simi­
la1· associations in Great Britain. The disciples of Chri;;t, in 
their desire-; to be usefnl, know not the limit of clime or coun­
try; though the waters of the hroad Atlantic continue to wave 
between us, yet we own a. community of interest which we 
shall ever love to feel, mHl which we shall be gratifie<l to have 
reciprocated. The privilege of opening a conespondence be­
tween Great Britain and America, 011 a sub,iPct fraught with 
such momentous consequencps to the rising generation, is allot­
ted to me as corresponding Secretary; but for the sake of being 
more particular, and bri11gi11g the subject home to the heart, 
allow mr, my clear madam, to addres;;; you in my own name. 
Allow me at once the privilege of that kind of familiar inter­
cour,ae whirh subsists bPtween sisters. And are we not thus 
relate,\? ,Vhile my heart claims the kindred tie, my bosom 
swells with emotions of love and gratitude to our Heavenly 
Father, for giving me an opportunity of an intro<luction to 
yourself through the medium of our frit>nd Mr. Marshall. 

We believe that :vlatemal Associations are of recent origin­
probably a sign of the times not to he oyerlooked. As the 
defection of om· race from God originatl'd with our own sex, 
is there not something peculiarly pleasing and appropriate in 
the fact of women uniting their efforts and prayers in the 
endeavour to reclaim a revolted world? And where should 
their efforts be9in but with their own offspring, and where 
should they ct>ase but with the ends of the earth? The first 
Maternal Association of which we have any knowledg-e, 
originate<\ with Mrs. Payson; ::!.nd such was the impul;;e given 
by the efforts of thi.~ mother, that in about one year Maternal 
Associations were found in almost every parish through the 
State of Maine. This was in 18~0. In June 18i4, eight ladies 
met in Utica, and formed themseh'es into an association, 
adopting the constitution of the Portland Association. At our 
annual meeting in the present week, we found that our num­
ber of members had increased to one hundred. ,v e have often 
found occasion to vary our course of proceedings at our stated 
meetings; sometimes gi,,ing ourselves wholly to prayer, then 
ag-ain chiefly to conver,;ation. So also in the in~trnction of our 
children, as circumstances seem to demand; al ways, however, 
making the BiLle the b:u,is of our intercour~e with them. The 
question is often aske,l, " \Vhat is the llefinite object of Mater• 
11al Associations ?" ,v e answer, the early cnnvei-sfon of our 
children. A Christian mother, under a solemn conviction of 
the uncertain tenure by which she is bound to her dear family, 
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feels an earnest desire to see them all sheltered in the a1·k of 
eternal safety, ere the silken cord of maternal love is severed, or 
she is called to give up a beloved one to the arms of the de­
stroyer, uncertain of its eternal destiny. She importunately asks, 
"Can my little child he taught its relation to God ? On what 
principle?" The answer must be unhesitatingly, "Yes, ;rnd on 
the principle of analogy." Just as soon as the child may be 
taught its 1·elation to parents, it can be taught its relations and 
obligations to God. Faith being one of the most simple acts of 
the mi11ll, and repentance the dictate not only of common sense 
Lut al,-.o of nature, little children early understand their meaning, 
aud require their exercise whenever their 01\·11 rights have been 
infringed on. \Ve believe that when a child's will has been su~ju­
gated to the will of a parent, the most formidable obstacle in the 
way of its eonvcrsion has been removed. It will not be difficult 
to sati:!fy the child, that the parent has been acting under dele­
gated authority. Oh! when will the Chri~tian parent feel more 
for the insulted honour of his Father in heaven thau for his 
own; so that when the child raises his little arm against him, he 
will feel that he indeed has received the blow, but that the 
shock is chiefly felt at the throne of the Great Eternal ! It is 
under impressions like these that we endeavour to stimulate 
ourselves and each other. At each meeting we resoh·e that we 
will never give ourselves 1·est or ease, till each and every one 
of our children is bom again. And indeed, my dear madam, 
I can truly say that those mothers who li,·e up to the spirit of 
om· Association, go much farther than what is contained in our 
constitution or expressed above. I thank God we can say, some 
mothers, like Hannah, ask their children of the Lor<l that they 
may give them back to him for as long as they live. Yes, over 
the new-born infant the prayer of faith begins to be offered up. 
The covenant which God has made with his people, is no 
longer of doubtful import. The prnmise, " I will be a God to 
thee and to thy seed afte1· thee," is believed and acted upon. 
,Vhile a multitude of parents may throng the Saviour, it is only 
such as feel they must '' touch the border of his garment," or 
like the Syrophenician woman continue under discouragements 
to cry " Lord help me," that can expect to receive an immedi­
ate blessing. Family prayer is considered by most to have a 
more extended application than formerly. Some mothers have 
adopted the plan of taking all their children daily, and kneel­
ing with them at the footstool of :Mercy; while each dear 
little one in turn pleads that its wicked heart may be taken 
away and a new one given. Perhaps I was never more de­
lighted than when my little boy, eight years old, asked God 
' to teach his dear parents that they might know how to 
teach him.' This was our eldest; he was rightly named Sa-
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muel, for he was asked of the Lord. He is now under a course 
of study for the Ministry. Our second son lived only to die. 
When his remains were carried from my bedside to the place 
of interment, by faith I was enabled to rejoice, and say, 

" And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on his name." 

Our third son, who died at the age of five yea,·s, was uncom• 
monly promising. To an inquisitive mind was added great 
personal beauty; but there was a charm beyond these-he was 
a Christian child ! Scarcely a day passed of the last year of his 
life, but he led me to my closet to pray that he might not sin, 
but that he might love the Lo1·d Je.~us ! Our eldest girl made 
a profession of religion at the age of thirteen. Our next son, 
whom we call Hemy :Martyn, is a lad of eleven years old. 
Before his hopeful conversion two years since, my soul was 
~xceedingly exercised for the salvation of this dear child, and 
indeed for all our little ones. About six mouths since, om· 
youngest child, seven years old, was hopefully converted. The 
circumstances which led to this blessed result were as follows. 
I had for month~ yearned over this child ; also over a son a 
year and three months older, and a niece of the same age. I 
sent, one afternoon, for two dear members of our Association of 
undoubted piety and much given to prayer. I told them I 
could not bear to have my dear children live any longer ene­
·mies to God, and I wished to enjoy a season of prayer with 
them on their behalf. As we were about to kneel down, I told 
my little ones that I wished them all to give their hearts to 
God while we were prnying for them. After we rose I desired 
them to retire to bed. Little Emily seemed unwilling to leave 
us ; the tears trickled down her face. I told them if they had 
not given up their hearts to Christ, I hoped they would after 
they retired. On going to the nursery, Emily requested no one 
might speak to her. The next morning I was foll of care. In 
the evening, when my usual time for reading with the children 
was come, Emily said, with a face beaming with pleasure, 
" Did you know, mother, that I gave up my heart to Christ 
Jarst night? I did not do it wht>n you were praying; but after 
I was in bed, I felt the eye of God was upon me, and it was 
very easy, mother, to give my heart up." I said," I am rejoiced, 
my dear, to hear it ; but if you did, Emily, you will love to 
pray to him,just as children love to conve1·se with their parents." 
She said, " You know, mothet·, I have always prayed every 
night and morning; but this forenoon I wanted to pray; so [ 
went up into your room, for I thought that was the most re­
tired place; you know, mamma, what that hymn says, "Prayer 
is the contrite iinner'a voice, returning from his ways." From 
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this time Henry and Emily had many seasons of prayer with 
Charles and Mary. At times, we indulge the hope that all these 
dear children do truly love the Lord Jesus Christ. I could 
tell you of many young children in our Association who, in 
the judgment of charity, have experie11ce1l a .~rcat moral 
change. The circumstances attending this blessed result have 
been in many instances most interesting; and exemplary con­
duct iu succeeding years has testified that this change has been 
"from death unto life." \Vhy should it be thought a thing in­
credible that young children should be converted i' Ought we 
not to look for such results from Infant schools, Sunday schools, 
Rible classes and maternal efforts ? If Samuel and Timo­
thy were early made the subjects of sanctifying grace, why not 
other children ? 

Is it too much to hope that Matemal Associations may 
111peedily be formed throughout Great Britain? The following 
ladies have been addressed on this subject by our Association : 

1\frs. Dr. Raffles, of Liverpool. 
Mrs. J. A. James, of Birmingham. 
Mrs. Douglas, in Scotland. 
Maternal Associationsare extensively found among the islands 

of the South Seas, among the aborigines of our own country, in 
the Ceylon and many other missionary stations. Is it too much 
to hope, my dear madam, that a band of redeemed ones from 
Europe also, shall ascribe salvation to the instrumentality of 
the means which yon may now, in connection with others, em­
ploy? Any intelligence that you may forward on a subject 
which lies so near our hearts, will be gmtefully received by 

Your very affectionate friend, 
ABIGAIL WHITTLEDRY, 

11.-The Connection between Geology and tlie .,_l/osaic His­
tory of the Creation. B.11 Edwa,·d Hitcltcock, Professor of 
Chemistry and Nat. llist. in Amherst College. 

[Continued from p. 455,] 
13. Some propoae to soh•e the geological difficulty by maintaining tliat 

Jl.[oses does nolfi.x lhe time of the first creation of the universe, but only states 
the fact that God made it ; and then, pa.rJJing in .vilence an unknown period 
of its duration, he proceeds at once to describe the work offillin,q up this world 
for its present inhabitants, with their creation-which occupied six w1ys and 
took place less than 6000 yea1·s ago. During the long inten•al bet,veen 
the original production of the matter of the globe and the six days' work, 
numerous races of animals might have been c1·eated and destroyed, which 
Moses does not describe; because they had little more connection with 
our present races than the organized beings on other planets, if such 
there be ; and, the1·efore, their history could not subserve at all the 
object of a revelation intended for moral, not 1cientific purposes. Of what 
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possible use could it ha,·e heen in such a revl'lation, to µ-ive an account of 
the crPntion and extinction of certain races of t1·opical plants a11d huge 
animals, whose remains we1·e huried deep in the earth, and would be 
brought to light only after the lapse of thousands of yea1·s by the 
resea1·ches of geologists? 

\Ve shall 110w give a hricf outline of the arguments by which this 
tl,eory of interpretation is defended; as well as the objections that m:ty 
be urged ngainst it. 

I. The sacred record admi~ of this interpretation without doing any 
"ioll'nce to the languagl!. It is clear to the most superficial reader, tl111.t 
the time when the uniHrse was first c1·eated is not fixetl in the fir;;t verse 
of Genesis. The phrase, in the beginning, is ns indefinite in respect to 
time as language well ca11 he. It sig·nilies, in this verse, merely 'utfirst.' 
·« By the phrase r,•iv~,J," says Doerlerlin, " a time is declared whe11 
somrtlting began to he. But td,en Go1l pro,luced tlLis remarkable work, 
Moses does 11ot preci~ely define ; either because the chronolog'ical rela. 
tions of the world have but little to do with religion, or becau~e our 
modes of reckoning are transferred with t>xtreme difficulty to the celestial 
cycle~, and time cannot be conceived of without a succession of events*." 

It may, perhaps, be difficult to ascertain with eutire certainty where 
]\Joses begins the six (lays' work in his narrntive: but it is quite clear 
that the first verse at least, may be reganle1l as entirely independent of 
the six <lays. It i;; merely a general declaration that God at the first 
crt>atP1l the uni verse: and seems to he distinctly separated from the six 
dars' l\'ork, as if it were a previous operatio11 at some 1111,lefined period of 
the past. Sound criticism will probably allow us to go further than this ; 
and to regard the seco111l ver,e of Genesis as a description of the coudi. 
tion of the earth previous to the commenc,•ment of the six demiurgic days. 

It is well known that the Hebrew particle 1, used to connect the <lif. 
ft>re11t parts of the .Mosaic account of the creation, "discharges the 
functions of all the eo11junctions, both copulative and disjunctive ; its 
sense heing determinable in each particular case, only by the relation of 
the context, and the practice and genius of the languaget." The elder 
Michaelis :1ssigns to it thirty.seven different significations; and Noldius 
upwards of .seventy. In most modern versions of th1~ Old Testament, 
this particle is rerulered by ' and' in the whole of the first chapter of 
Genesi,;,. Rut the Septuagint, as well as Josephus, gi,·es it in some vlaces 
the sense of a,,-' but.' Rosenmtiller gi l'es it still more latitude of signi. 
fication, and thinks it may he translated adverbially. He is of opinion 
that the fi,·st three verses of Genesis may be understood in either of the 
following senses-

" In the beginning God created the heaven an1l the earth. Afterwai·ds 
the earth was desolate," &c. Or,-" was desolate, and darkness was 
upon the face of tlie waters. Afte1·wards the Spirit of God," &c. Or,­
" The Spirit of God hlew upon the face of the waters. Afterwai·ds God 
said, let there be light." 

" \Vhichever of these explications you adopt, it mu~t denote a twofold 
creation : I. Tlie first production of all things: 2. The renovation of 
this earth. But it will he asked, which of these three interpretations is 
to be preferred to the others? That point I cannot settle;." 

But even if we do not adopt this inte1·pretation of this distinguished 
critic, it seems clear to us, that the first chapter of Genesis, (in the words 

" Doederlinii Theologia, p. 4 77. 
-~ l'enu's Comparative E.stimate of the Mineral and Mosai,al Geologies, Vol. I. 

p. 166. 
t Antiquiss. Tell. Hi;t. p. 27. 
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of l\lr. Hij!'gins,) "may be divided into three periods: fi1·st, thei-e is tt 
statement that the heavens and earth were forme,l by God. (v. 1.) There 
is then a description of the earth previous to the days of creation, (v. 2.) 
nnd afterw;ml~ a somewhat detailed account of the order in which the 
Almighty furnished the world during the six il:L~•s*." It seems to us tha\ 
this is p1·ecisely the impression that woul,1 be rn:ule upon a plain unlettered 
man of good sense and without any previous bias, from a p,•rusal of this 
chapter; or at least, even if such a man might be le,l to regard the first 1lay's 
work as including the second verse, yet-to use the language of the Lo11-
1lon Christian Ohser·ve1·-" there seems to he more of naturalness in mak­
ing the first verse one grand distinct universal proposition, than in mixing 
it up with the details of the first day's woi·k. Following up the allusion 
of the a11ostle, who compares the Sovereign Creator to a potte1· making 
one vessel to honor and another to dishonor, is there any irreverence, 
or any thing contrary to the sacred text or to the analog-y of faith, in 
supposing that He ti1·st fo1·med, as it were, the clay out of which he 
afterwards constituted all things; and that afte.- 1m interrnl, in which he 
perhaps caused itto undergo variou, subordinate processes-hut with which 
we have no concern, and which therefore are not detailed to us in Holy 
'l'rit, any more than the particulars of the solar system, or the theory 
of coml'ts-He at length placed it as it was, keeping up the sac1·c,l allu­
sion, upon the wheel, to form 0111· p1·esent worl<l; tlw record of which, in 
1·eforen~ to the history of mankind, is the direct object of Hevelation; 
and which in six successh•e operations of Almighty plan allfl skill, made 
it what it became when he pronounced that it was very goodt ?" 

It can hardly be consitlere1l an objection to tht'se views, by any one­
tolerably conversant wil h the divine records, that ;\lose~ does not dis­
tinctly mention this long intenening period, nor the events which tt-ans­
pired therein. For nothing is more common than such omission, where 
the intt'rvening events were unnecessary to the purpose of the writer. 
1''or instance, Exodus ii. l, 2, it is said," Arid the1·e went a m,,,i of tlie name 
Q{ Levi, nnd tnofc to wife a daughter of Levi. And tlte woman co11ceived antl 
bare a .mn (i\Ioses) : and when she s11w that lie was a ,quodty cltild, she hid 
him three mo11tlts." Now suppose this was the only account given in the 
Hil,le of the family of this Levite; who would h:we suspected that Moses 
had an el<le1· bi-other and elder sister? But suppose that evidence of 
this fact had first been brought to light in the nineteenth century by de­
ciphering sorne Egyptian hie1·oglyphics : who would hesitate to admit the 
truth of the statement, merely uecause it was omitted in the Pentateuch? 
or who would reg,trd such omis~iou as an impeachment of the divine 
record? Now then, suppose that the first intimation we have of a long 
interval between the first creative act and the six days' work, be derived 
from geulogy: ,hall we regard the mere silence of Moses on the subject 
as proof of the non.existence of such an interval? especially when the 
second ve1·se of Genesis may very natu1·ally be understood as a descrip­
tion of such a condition of the earth. 

As to the condition of the earth during this intervening period, we 
have already given our \'iew;;, so far as geolog-y throws light on the subject, 
in discussing the connexion between that science and natnrnl 1·eligion, 
in a former number of this work;. \Ve have there disavowe,1 the notions 
that have so widely prevailed re;pecting a ch1t0$; and maintained that 
the same laws of nature were in operntion then as at present ; and that 

" The '.\fosaical and Mineral Geologiu illustrated am! compared, by W. M, 
Higgins, p. 133. 

t London Christian Observer, June 1831, p. 3S5, 
t See Calcutta Christian Observer for lai;t month. 
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the only difference between the early, or what is called the chaotic state 
o_f the gh•he and the present, is, that the relative intensity in the opera­
tions of different causes has chan~ed: so that some causes, which were 
forme.-ly \'l'l"Y active, are now very feeble, and vice 1'er~u. The conse. 
qµence has been, a ch:inge in the condition of the globe, with a corre. 
spondent change of organized beings upon its surface. 

This \'iew .of the primeval "chaos," is not contradicted but rather sus. 
tained, hy the Mosaic account. The celebrated ,:-n, v,n of Genesis 
has long been 1·egarded as synonymous with the heathen chaos; and ou,'. 
common translation-without form und void-certainly favors this idea. 
But we app.-ehen<l this rendering is not sustained by co1Tect e1·iticism. 
The. older Jewish wl'iters, Philo, Josephus, and the authors of the Sep. 
tuagmt, 1·ender these words hy li&p«rns ""'l """'.,."'""'6«.--ros-i11vi8 il,le 
and unfuniished; and this meaning corresponds nearly with that which 
the most erninent modern philologists attach to the words. "It is wonder. 
fol," says Rosenmiillcr, " that so many inte.-preters should have persuaded 
themselves, that it was possil,le to detect a Cliaos in the ,vords 1:-m 1:-in. 

That notion unquestionably deri,•ed its ori!(in from the fictions of the 
Greek and Latin poets, which were transferred, hy those inte1·preters, to 
l\Ioses.-lf we follow the practice of the lau~uage, the Hebrew phrase has 
this signification: The ell rtli was waste and de.~trt, or as others prefer, inane 
and vacuous, i. e. uncultured 1md urifurnfahed with those things with which 
the Creator afterwards adorned it"'." 

2. This theory of interpretation derives some confirmation from the 
changes which modern ast1·onomy shows us to be going on in other worlds. 
In discussing- the connection between geology and natural 1·eligion, we have 
inferred from what is known of the moon, the sun, and especially of the 
comets, that they are gradually passing from a state of desolation to one 
adapted for the residence of organi:i:ed beings. There is evidence, for in. 
stance, that those comets whose pe1·iodical time is known, appear tt> be more 
condensed at each 1·et11rn. Indeed, though we catch only feeble glimpses 
as it were of the geology of othe1· worlds, yet if we mistake not, they 
give us a partial view of a gt·eat principle in the universe by which God 
1·egulates and prese1"Ves it: viz. the principle of perpetual change, of 
ceaseless decay and renovation. And when we find in the ,\fosaic history 
so distinct an allusion to a former state of the globe conesponding to the 
operation of such a p1·inciple, we cannot but fed st1·engthened in the opi­
nion that we have hit upon the right mode of interpreting that his. 
tory. 

3. This interpretation has been sustained by many of the ablest philo. 
logists, theologians and geologists of modern times. And although names, 
however distinguished, can neve1· prove that true which is false, yet when 
we find a large number of distinguished men embracing auy opinion, and 
we know of no prejudice that has influenced them, it is not in human 
nature to feel no confirmation of our belief in that opinion. For we ,•ery 
naturally infer that such an opinion must have good reasons for its foun. 
dation, to commend itself to the judicious and discerning. In respect to the 
interpretation of Genesis under consideration, we have ah-eady quoted the 
opiuion of one distinguished German theologian, and of one well known 
and able philologist. \Ve will add a few more brief extracts. 

'' \Vere we to concede to naturalists," says Baumgarten Crusius, "all 
the reasonings which they advance in favour of the earth's earlier exist­
ence, the conclusion would only be, that the earth itself has existed much 
more than 6000 years, and that it had then ah-eady suffered many g1·eat 
and important 1·evolutions. But if this were so, would the relation of 
Mose~ thereby become false and untenable ? I cannot think so. Without 

" A11tiquiss, Tell. Hist. p. 19-23. 



)886.] tlie Mosaic History of tlte C,·eation. 

at all failing of his aim, Moses may very properly have limited him~elf to 
the narrati\·e of th .. euth's formation--to its being made hahitahle for 
man, aml to the origin of the beings that dwell upon it, especially the 
human race*." 

The views of Bishop Patrick are very interesting, hecause he Wl'Ote 
more than 150 years ago; and therefore, could not have been influenced 
by modern geology. 

" A loses," says he, "in the worrls 1:"IJ' ,;rr, ( without form and void J, 
gi,•es II description of that which the ancients called chaos; wherein the 
seeds an,I principles of all t.hin,rs we1·e blended together: which wa1 
indeed the first of the works of God; who, as Moses shows us in the sequel, 
prorluced this beautiful worlrl out of this chaos. How long all things con. 
tinned in mere confusion after the chao~ was created, before this light 
was extl'acted from it, we are not told. It might be (for any thing that 
is here re,•ealed), a great while; and all that time, the mightr Spirit wa;; 
making such motions in it, as prepared, disposed, and 1·ipened every part 
of it, for such prorluctions as were to appear, successively in such.spaces 
of time as al'e here afterward;; mentioned by Moses; who informs us, that 
after things were digested and made 1·eady (by long fermentations 
perhaps) to be wrought into form, God produced every day, for six days 
together, some cre~ture or other till all was finished ; of which ligM 
was the very firstt. 

'' The interval," says Bishop H 1,rsely, "between the production of the 
matter of the chaos and the formation of light, is undescrihed and 
unknown!," 

" Dot's Moses ever say that when God created the heavens and the 
earth," says Dr. Chalmers, "he did more at the time alluded to than 
tran;;form them out of previou~ly existing materials ? 01· does he ever 
say, that there was not an interval of many ag-es betwixt the first act of 
creation, descrihed in the fir,t verse of the book of Genesis, and said to 
have been performed at the beginning, and those more detailed operations, 
the account of whicl, commencPs at the second ,·erse, and which are de. 
scribed to us under tl,e allegory§ of days? Or does he ever bring forward 
any literal i11teq1retation of this history which brings him into the slightest 
c:ontact with the doctrines of geology ? Or finally, does he ever make us 
to under,tand, that the genealogies of m11n went any further back than to 
fix the anti<(IIi ty of the species, and of consequence that they left 
the antiquity of the globe a free subject for the speculations of philoso­
phersll ?" 

" \Ve do not know," savs Sharon Turner, " and we have no means of 
knowing, at what point of the ever flowing eternity of that which is alone 
eternal-the Divine Subsistence-the creation of 0111· earth, or of any 
part of the universe began, nor in what section of it we are living now. 
All that we can learn explicitly from revelation is, that nearly 6000 years 
have passed since our first pa1·ents began to be. Our chl'Onology, that of 
Scripturl', is dated from the period of his creation ; and almost 6000 vears 
have elapsed since he moved and breathed a full formed man. But ·what 
series of time had preceded his formation, or in what portion of the ante. 
ceding succession of time this was effected, has not been disclosed, and 
c:aunot by any elf'ort of human ingenuity be now explored. Creation must 

• Scbrift, t Commentary on Genesis. 
: Biblical Criticisms, as quoted in Penn's Comparative E,timate, Vol. I. p. 'ZOO, 
§ The Professor makes these e,itracts in confirmation of his general principle, 

no way, connecting himself with the details of the author';; opinions from whom 
they are made,-Erl. Cal. Ch, Ob. 

II Evidences of Christia11ity, p. 1071 Philadelphia, 1833. 
V. 3 T 
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have 1,egun at some early part of anteceding eternity ; and our earth may 
have had its commencement in sucb a primeval era, as well 111 in a later 
one." 

\Ve will suhjoin the opinion of a few of the ablest living European 
geologists, who ;ne Christians. 

"Moses," says Dr. Buckland, "does not deny the existence of another 
order of things prior to the preparation of this glohe for the reception of 
the human race, to which he confines the details of his history :-there is 
nothing in the proposition inconsistent with the Mosaic declaration of the 
creation." 

"The geologist," says Mr. Sedgwick," tells us, by the clearest inter. 
pretation of the phenomena wl1ich his labors have brought to light, that 
our globe has been subject to vast physical revolutions. He counts his 
time not by celestial cycles, hut by an index he has found in the solid 
framework of the globe itself. He sees a long succession of movements, 
each of which may have required a thousand ages fur its elahoration.­
Periocls such as these belong not to the moral history of ou1· race ; and 
come neither within the letter no1· the spirit of Revelation. Between 
the first creation of the earth and that day when it pleased God to place 
man upon it, who shall dare to define the interval? On this question 
Scripture is silent," &c.-" The only way to escape from all difficulties 
yn·essing on the questions of cosmogony, has been already pointed out. 
\Ve must consider the old strata of the earth as monuments of a date long 
anterior to the existence of man, and to the times contemplated in the 
moral records of his creation. In this view there is no collision between 
physical and moral truth•." 

" It is only," says Dr. Macculloch, "for an antiquity prior to the crea.. 
tion of man that geology asks. From that moment it is reconcileable 
with the sacred chrnnology. All that geology requires fo1· the utmost 
scope of its great investigations, is comprised in the time which is includ­
ed in the first and second verses of the history. This is tlie undefined 
period with which alone it is concerned: and if the time be truly here 
indefinite, the difficulty is solved. The historian has left the interval be­
tween the creation of the universe and that of light indefinite, as he is 
eilent on what may have occurre1l: and here science is free to pur11ue the 
investigation by its own rules+." 

Dr. Macculloch mentions the two following items of evidence in favor 
of this interpretation, which we have not noticed because we are in doubt 
whether they are of much, if of any, weight. 

"That the original creation and the subsequent arrangement were 
viewed as different hy the historian himself, seems also to follow from the 
expressions used; confirming the opinion, that he is speaking indefinitely 
in the first verses, and that, in the subsequent account, he has commenc­
ed the history of our present earth. The word first used is N'1:l which 
means, literally, tocreate,ortocallfrom non-existence into existence. This 
verb is again used when man and when whales are created, as this was a real 
creation; hut the term ,vy, t is applied to othe1· cases. It is another 
proof that the perioll of the original creation is intended to he indefinite, 
when we find :,.i;) used in the absolute past, while all the verbs which 
fo!low are in the present or future form: confirming the opinion of the 
complete separation, in the historian's miud, of tho~e two periods; and of 

• Sedgwick's Discourse on the Studies of the University, pp. 25, and H9, and 
154. 

t System of Geology, Vol. I. pp. 62, 63. London, 1831. 
:: See the opinions 011 the word H'1:l in the last No. of Chr. Ob. p. 405, The 

moot point of the 1 conversive enters into tbe force of tbe arguroent, from the tense~ 
here noticeu.-Ed. Cal. Chr. Ob. 
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the creation of the six days as entirely di11tinct from the original c1·eation 
of the world•." 

We shall now briefly consider tho~e objections to the method of inter­
pretation under consideration, which appear to us of the most impor­
tance. 

I. It is thought by Rome that this theory i~ insufficient to reconcile the 
Mosaic and the geological records. "This theory," says Professor Silli­
man, "is satisfactory as fa1· as it goes ; -a111l it woultl be quite sufficient 
to reconcile geolo,!!y and the Mosaic history, as usually undnstoo<l, did 
not the latter assign particular events to each of the successive periods 
called days ; the most important of these events are, the fit·st emergence 
of the mountains, and the creation of organizer! heings. It seems neces­
sary therefore to embrace the ,lays in th.i series of geological periods, and 
the difficulties of our subject will not he removed, unless we can show that 
there is time enouirh included in those periods called days, to cover the 
organic creation, and the formation of rocks, in whicil the remains of 
these bodies are containedt." 

\Ve confess ,ve do not feel the force of this objection. Suppose we 
admit that certain events are assigned to each of the demiurgic days; 
ancl that the organic rPmains are found arranged in the strnta precisely 
in the orcler in which !\loses declares organic beings to have been created. 
Vi'hat improhahility is there in supposing, that there may have been 
several repetitions of certain demiurgic processes since the earth began 
to exist? Does not the constancy of nature's operations render such a 
repetition probable? But if we mistake not, we have shown in another 
place, that if Moses• account includes the creation of those org·anized 
beings now fo11nd in a fossil state, it cannot include existing spec.ies; and 
if it include the latter, it must exclude the former. The only way of 
avoiding one of the horns of this dilemma that is at all plausible, is to 
say, that Moses describes only the first example of each class of organi­
zed beings that was created, and that numerous other creations of similar 
animals and plants took place at successive and perhaps long intervals 
afterwards, of which he has left no recorcl. That is to sav, :\loses de­
scribes the creation of those animals and plants which are l;uried deepest 
in the rocks, and not existing rnces; except perhaps man and some of 
the quadrupeds. Now the supposition that Moses does not mean the 
present races of organized beings as created during the six days, is so 
unnatural that we can hardly imagine any reasonable man would adopt 
the opinion. Besides, he represents these very animals which had been 
created as subject to the dominion of man, ancl the plants as meat fo1· the 
animals. Does he mean plants ancl animals that would be c1·eated some 
SO or 100,000 years afterwa1·ds? Credat Judreus Appella, non ego. The 
fact is, we are beset with insupernble difficulties until we admit that Mo­
ses does not describe fossil species. This being granted, most of our 
difficulties vanish. 

For the s11ke of argument we have here admitted that the order of the 
creation as described in Genesis, corresponds with the order in 1vhich organic 
remains are deposited in the rock~. But in another place we have shown, 
we think, that no such coincidence exists ; and this we regard as addi­
tional evidence that the fossil species are not described by :Vloses. But 
if there be no such coincidence, then the objection to the theory under 
consideration, derived from this source, falls to the ground. 

2. If fossil specie~ were created before the six days of creation, then, 
they must have flourished before the existence of light : for the produc-

• Sy9tem of Geology, Vol. I. p. 64. 
t Bakewell's Geology, p. 639. New Haven, 1833. 
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tion of this wa~ certainly a part of the first days' work ; anrt that li11"ht 
was in existence when these fossil animals lived, i~ evid1>11t from the fact 
that some of them at least were provided with or~ans of vision. 

From the facts which mo,lern science ha~ devl'lo1led as to the existence 
of light and heat in all bodies, we c:111 hardly ima!{ine that these were not 
created in the beginning, along- with matter. B,1t the,e facts show us that 
they might have existed without ueing- visihle, or that , ft~r hav in,r been 
visible during- ages, they mil{ht have het>n r~-:th,orlwd into matter, and 
that it l'equired the power of Almic:htv Grl/l to de,·elupe them to such an 
extent as was nece~sary for the new stat~ of th!' e·11"th. That is to say, it 
was rather a rP-creation than an original procl,1dio,1 of light that is de­
scribed in the third ver~e. It is very a,1:- L,,;-m, to the case of the ~un and 
moon, which most critics suppose were created on the first ,Jay, but deve­
loped and placed in thei1· present sphC'res not until the fourth dav. 

3. The fact, however, that our translation 1·epresents the work of the 
fourth clay to be the creation of the sun, moon, and sta1·s, is urged as an 
objection against the theory of interpretation under consideration. And 
if we must admit that these borlies did not exist till the fourth dav, it fur­
nishes, indeed, a strong argu111e11t against the position maintained in this 
theory. For the mind at oncP. percei,·es the improhabilit_v, "that the earth 
should have been createrl and stockt>d with iuhahitant,; thousands of ages 
before the existence of the heavens," or any of those wodds which form 
the present system of the universe. 

The reply to this ohjt>ction is, that the heavenly horlies were created 
before the fourth d;,y: for :\foses expre~sly decl,1re, that the " heavens" 
as well as the earth w~rn created in the be9inning : and who can doubt but 
that by heavens a11fl earth, he means the u11ive1·se? It is true that our 
common English translation convev, the idea that the sun, moon, and stars 
were hroug-ht into exi,tence on the fourth demiurgic day: hut we very 
much douht whethe1· the original im1llies any thing more than that on 
that day these bodies had their offices and stations assigned them: in 
other words. that the present arrangement of things in the heavens wa& 

then first completely e~tahlished. 
On another page we have quoted a passage that shows the Hebrews to 

have adopted this view of the subject; although, according to Vatahlus, 
most of the Greek and L~tin writers maintained a contrary opinion. 
Origen, however, was an exception*. Some of the ablest modern philolo­
gists adopt the view taken by the Hebrews. 

" Hitherto," says Hensler, " the only way of distinguishing day from 
night was, that in the day time it wa~ lighter an(l in the night darker. 
Through a perfectly visible rising and setting of the sun a more perfect 
boundary of day and night resulted. In the language of the original, not 
indeed expressed with mathematical accuracy, it is said, "God said, now 
let the lights in the firmament of the heavens distin!{Ui3h hetween day 
and night, and they shall mark appointed times, days and years: they 
shall lighten the firmament of the heavens to shine upon the earth, and 
it was so. Of the two great lights, God placed the greater to rule the 
day, and the smaller, together with the stars, to rule the nightt." 

Granville Penn thinks the followin,!l' to be a corrt>ct i11ter11retatio11 of 
the fourth clay's work. "Let it be, that the lights in the firmament of 
hea\'en for dividing between the day and the night be for signs, and for 
seasons, and for days, and for years!." 

" If any one," say>1 Rosenmilller, " who is conversant with the geniu1 
of the Hebrew, and free from any previous bias of his judgment, will read 

• Philosophical Magazine, Vol. XLVII. p. :162, t Bemerkuogeo Uber stellen, &c. 
! Comparative Estimate, Vol. I. p. 228. 
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the wor,ls of this article (Gen. i. 14, JS, 16, 17, 18, 19) in their natural 
connection, he will immerliately perceive, that they import the clirection, 
or determination of the heavenly bodies to certain uses which they were 
to render to the earth. The words •:,• m~,:i are not to he separated from 
the rest, or to be rendered .fim1t luminaria, let there he lights; i. e. let 
ligltts be made; but rather, let ligltts be. that i,, seri•e in the expw1.,e of herwer& 
for di.~ti11guisl1ing between day and 11ight; and let them bt, or serve, for sign,, 
",·c. For we are to ohserve, that the verb :,•:, to b,i, in construction with 
the prefix for, is generally employer! to express the direction or determi. 
nation of a thing to an end ; and not the production of the thing."-" The 
historian speaks of the determination of the stars to certain uses which 
thev were to rencler to the earth, and not of their first formation*." ,ve might multiply authorities in favour of this interpretation, but it 
is unnecessary. Suffice it to say, that there is a decided preponderance 
among the ablest commentators in favor of this view of the subject. 

4-. The laniruage of the fom·th commandment is thought to be decisive 
against the opinion, that a long pe1·iod prt>ceried the demiurgic days. This 
expressly declares that in six dny8 the Lord mrute heaven, and earth, the aea 
and all that i11 them i.Y, .\c.t Now on what principle of interpretation shall 
we intro,luce a period thousands of ages long before the six days com. 
rnenced, when Moses expressly embraces all the creative processes in those 
days? 

"' e confess that such is not the natural meaning of the words of this 
pnssage: that is, it does seem to teach the creation of the whole universe 
in six literal days; And it is certainly an objection to the proposed mode 
of interpreting the Mosaic account of the creation, which deserves a very 
serious consideration. For it must demand quite decisive proof before we 
can admit, that the natural and obvious meaning of a writer is not the 
true meaning. There is, ho1vever, a principle of interpretation applicable 
in this case, which may perhaps satisfy e,0e1·y mind, that the supposed ex­
istence of a long period anterior to the :\fosaic days is perfectly consistent 
with the fourth commandment. We refer to the principle, that when a 
writer describes the same event in more than one place, the briefer state­
ment is to be interpreted in accordance with the more extended one. ,v e can 
refer to an illustrative example in Genesis relating to the subject of crea. 
tion. In chapter ii. , •. 4-, it is said, The$e are the generations of the hea. 
ve,i,y and of the e,,rth, when they were created, in the day that tl1e Lord God 
made the earth and the heave11s. Now if this were the onlv account in the 
Bible of the work qf creation, who would have suspecteri that more than a 
single day was occupied by it? But the statement in the first chapter of 
Genesis compels us to attach a meaning to the words just quoted different 
from the natural and obvious one ; nor does any one acquainted with the 
Jaws of exegesis, imagine that there is any real discrepancy between the 
two statements. On the same principle, is it not reasonable to explain the 
fourth commandment by comparing it with the more extended account of 
the creation, in the first chapter of Genesis? It i>j not, indeed, as clear 
from the statement in Genesis that a long period intervened between the 
creation and the Mosiac days, as that six days were employed in the de­
miurgic processes. But still we can hardly concei1•e how any candid man 
can deny that the first four verses do naturally admit such a period. We 
cannot, therefore, allow that the fourth commandment is insuperably op­
posed to the interpretation unde1· consideration. 

,. Quoted in Peon's Comparative Estimate, Vol. I. pp. '.!25 and 229. 
t If after all this objection should not he deemed adequately met, we may have 

recourse to the admissible supposition of a reconstruction of the celestial bodies (in 
the system at least of this earth) ai well as of the globe we inhabit.-Ed. Cal, 
Ch. Ob. • 
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The conclusion then to which we come respecting this theory of recon. 
cilation is, that though not entirely free from difficulty, it is the most 
probable th_at has bee_n proposed, and it is accordingly adopted by more 
able geolog1~ts and philololl:'ists at the present day than any other. 

H. But finally, even if none of the modes of reconciling the two records 
that have been examined are soei.ifactory, we still maintain that it would be 
premature in tlie present state of geology and of 11ac1·ed pl1ilology, to infer any 
real discrepancy between them. 

J. In the first phtce. the i;-reat mass of evidence by which the truth of 
the Bible is sustained*, indPpendent of geology, furnishes a strong pre. 
sumption of its veracity in every case. For we are slow to believe a man 
guilty of falsehood, when the testimony to his veracity is strong from al. 
most e,·ery quarter : and why should we not act on the same principle in 
relation to Moses? So strnng is the proof of the autht>nticity and inspi. 
ration of the sacred record, that even if a point blank inconsistency could 
he made out between it ancl geology, the latter must yield, hecau3e it is 
not sustained hy proof so strong as Revelation. Nothing, however, but the 
direct necessity ought to lead us to rnsort to such a mode of vindicating 
the sacred record: for, in sceptical minds at least, it would destroy all the 
practical influence of Christianity. But it is reasonable when an apparent 
discrepancy is seen between Revelation and geology, to wait till we are 
sure we understand the subject fully before we pronounce the former to 
be erroneous. And who is there that will pretend that no new light can 
possibly be thrown upon the connection between the two subjects? 

2. The recent origin and rapid progress of geology shows us the unrea. 
~onableness of hasty judgment against revelation. A few years since, 
Humboldt said, that " to boast of stability of opinion in geology, is to 
boast of an extreme indolence of mind : it is to remain stationary amidst 
those who go forward." And another lecturer on this science has more 
recently said, that '' geology is as yet only in its cradle, and its nurses 
have scarcely recognized the features of its countenancet." These state. 
ments we regard as too sweeping, and as inapplicable to their full extent 
to geology. For within a fe,v years the great fundamental principles of 
the science have been settled beyond all dispute : and thus fixed, do we 
regard the fact that this world has existed through a very long period of 
time anterior to the creation of our present animals and plants. But there 
are some things in geology yet unsettled, and it would be unreasonable 
to infe1· that future discoveries in that science will not throw any 1·eal 
light upon the connection between the revealed and the observed cosmo. 
gonies. Hence every candid man will be disposed to wait for a time, before 
pronouncing the existence of real discrepancies. 

3. The great number of remarkable coincidences between the two re. 
cords, as pointed out by us in a former number of this work, is another 
reason for delaying a decision against revelationt, For the~e coincidences 
relate to numerous points where the two subjects come in contact; where. 
as the discrepancy relates to a si11gle point: viz. the age of the world. 
The presumption then, even from geology alone, is decidedly in favor of 
Revelation: and, therefore, a decision against it, iu the present state of 
the question, would be absurd in the highest degree. 

4. \Ve ought also to recollect that within a few years past several 
apparent discrepancies between geology and Revelation have disappeared 

" We would particularly draw the attention of our young Native readers to this 
incontestible position, as suggesting to them a reasonable caution in allowing them­
selves to be influenced by g•ological or other still less forcible objections found in Eu­
ropean SCPptical writers in deciding against Revelation.-Ed. Cal. Ck. Ob. 

t Higgins' Mosaical and Mi11P.r11l Geologies, p. 2. 
! See Cal. Cb. Ob. for July, 1836, p. 329. 
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with the progress of discovery. The unavoidable inference is, that the 
only remaining one may ere long v;mish before the fast incre11sing light. 

5. Finall1•, the exegesis of the first chapter of Genesis cannot be consider­
ed as by any means settled. And several of the points yet unsettled are 
precisely those that bea1· upon the geological difficulty. Can we believe 
that c1·iticism has reached its ne plus ulti-a in eking out the meaning? 
Nay, may not geology itself put into the interpreter's hands the clue that 
will disentangle all difficulties? Philology, then, as well as sound philo­
sophy, crios out in fa,·or of delaying to decide against Moses until further 
developments have been made. 

The conclusions, then, at which we a1·rive on this subject are the~e: In 
the first place, we maintain that between geology and Revelation there 
11re several unexpected and remarkable coincidences, such as could have 
resulted onlv from rnracitv on the part of the sacred historian; and that. 
the points of agreement are far more numerous than the points of apparent 
collision; anrl, therefore, even geology alone furnishes a strong presump­
tive evidence in favor of the truth of the Mosaic history. \Ve maintain, 
secondly, that the first chapter of Genesis is a portion of Scripture that 
has always occasioned much difficulty in its interpretation, apart from 
11:eology, and that those portions of it about which commentators have dif­
fered mo,t, are the \'ery ones with which geology is supposed to come 
into collision; so that, in fact, scarcely any new interp1·etation has been 
proposer! to meet the geological difficti.lty. We admit, thirdly, that the 
geological difficulty is real; that is, the established facts of geology do 
teach us that the earth bas existed through a vastly longer period, ante­
rior to the creation of man, than the common interpretation of Genesis 
allows. We maintain, fourthly, that most of the methods that have been 
proposed to avoid or reconcile the geological difficulty a1·e entirely inade­
quate, and irreconcilably at variance either with geology or Revelation. 
\Ve maintain, fifthly, that at least one or two of these proposed modes of 
reconciling geology ancl Scripture, although not free from ohjections, are 
yet so probable, that without any auxiliary consideratirm,;, they would be 
sufficient, in the view of every reasonable man, to vimlicate the Mosaic 
history from the charge of collision with the princifJle, of gPology. And 
finally, we maintain, that though all these modes of reconciliation should 
be unsatisfactory, it would be premature and unreasonable to infer that. 
there exists any real discrepancy : first, because we are by no means cer­
tain that we fully understand every part of the Mosaic account of the 
creation: secondly, because geology is so recent a science, and i~ making 
so rapid advances, that we may expect from its future discoveries that 
some more light will be thrown upon cosmogony: and thirdly, because a!il 
geology has been more and more thoroughly understood, the apparent dis­
crepancies between it and Revelation have become less numerous. 

,v e now appeal to every reasonable man, whether we have not given at 
least a fair and candid examination of this subject. We appeal first to the 
theologian and the philologist; and inquire, not whether such an inter­
pretation of Genesis as admits the duration of our glolw through an un­
known period previous to man is wholly free from difficulties, but whethe1· 
it has not so much plausibility, that it might he at least provisionally 
adopted, if demanded by the undoubted facts of science? ,vhat doctrine 
01· precept of Revelation, except me1·ely the chronology of the globe, hut 
not of man, is at all affected by such an interp1·etation ; unless it be, that 
it enlarges our views of the plans and the benevolence of the Deity? We 
have seen that several of the most distinguished theologians and commen­
tators of the age have adopted this exposition ; and we cannot but believe 
that all, whose views are enlarged and liberalized, and who al'e acquaint­
ed with the facts of geological science, will acquiesce in the sentiment of 
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Bishop Sumner. " No rational theologian," says he, " will direct his 
hostility against any theory, which, acknowled~ing the agency of the 
Vreator, only attempts to point out the i,econrlary instruments he has: 
emploverl"." Equally reasonable are the views of Doederlein: " It was 
allowable," says he. " for \Vhiston to maintain that the earth was ori1:rin­
ally a comet: or for Leibnitz to maintain that our world was an l'Xtin­
guished sun: for Buffon to l'uspect that our earth was a fra1r11wnt struck 
off from the sun by the stroke of a comet: for Wideburgh to Hhihit and 
illustrate the hypothesis that one of the sun's spots, heing forcerl from its 
place and moving once as a comet ovp1• an eccentric orhit, 1-rns fixed in its 
present place, prep-ired and adorned for ne,v races of m1imals: or for 
others to propo~e ,lilferent theories of the earth, pro,·ided they agree in 
this, that this worlrl, which we admire, received its present form and in­
habitants about S,600 years agot." 

\-Ve appl'al, also, to any who are sceptical in respect to the truth of the 
:Bi hie; aiul inquire of them, whether we have not given as much Wf'ight 
to thf' g-eological objections ag-ainst Rev .. lation as they deserve? We ap­
prehend that Wt> shall g-enerally he thought to have yielded more than the 
rules of moral evidence demand, or prudence approves. Nevertheless, 
have we not shown that there is far more in geology to corrohorate than 
to inrnli,late the testimony of Moses? that every l'emaining discrepancy 
admits ot a probable, if not a demonstrable explanation ; and that, there­
fore, it is premature and unrPasonahle t,o believe that there exists any real 
opposition hetween the two records. What more can a logical philosopher 
in sf'arch of truth demand? ,vho would hesitate to pronounce the ,·era-­
city of an uniuspired writer fairly vindicated by such an array of evidence? 
And wliy should a sevner test be demanded, because a writer lays claims 
to a divine in,;piration? 

It is a matter of thankfulness for the friends of Revelation that those 
ohjections which have been derived from the science, to the truth of the 
Scriptures, l1ave one after another vanished away just so soon as patient 
investigation had thrown t.he clear light of truth upon the subject. " It 
is now thirty-five years," says Sharon Turner, "since my attention was 
first directed to these considerations. It was then the fashion for science, 
and for a large part of the educated and inquisitive world, to rush into a 
disbelief of all written Revelation; am! several geological speculations 
were directed against it. But I have lived to see the most hostile of 
these destroyed by as hostile successors, and to observe that nothing 
which was of this character, however plausible at the moment of its ap­
pearance, has had any duration in human estimation, not even among the 
most sceptical+." Along the whole outskirts of science infidelity has from 
time to time erected her imposing ramparts, and opened a fire upon Chris.. 
tianity from a thousand batteries. But the moment the rays of truth were 
concentrated upon these nmparts, thf'y melted away, mel'e airy castles as 
they were, ma~nified and made formidable only because they were seeu 
through the mists of ignorance. Is it strange, that in fields so wide as 
geology discloses, and so recently th1·own open to the daylig-ht of tr,1th, 
there should still be seen here and there a spot yet enveloped in mist? Is 
it strange, that scepticism, driven from every other field of contest, should 
hold on to this last retreat with a death strnggle? But the last ~loud of 
iguorance is passing away, and the thunders of infidelity are dying upon 
the ear, On the retiring darkness the bow of Vhristianity appear:. blend­
ing its colors with the bow of ,;cience : a sure token that the flood of un­
belief and igno1·ance shall neve1· more go over the world!" 

" Records of Creation. t Licuit Guil. Whistono, &c. 
,t Sacred Hi1tory of the World, (Family Library,) p. 37, 
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II l.-On the impropriety of Ch1·istians attending the Festi­
vals connected with the Durga Puj/J. 

In the course of our reading we have met with a narrative 
of wliich the following is the substance. The lord of some 
vu~t <lomain in feudal days, invited his tenants to the "ban­
q,1et and dauce." Amongst the assembled multitude was one 
of the fail' ,-ex, whose manners and beauty attracted the atten­
tion and excited the admiration of all. One, too, there was of 
" the lol'ds of the creation," whose mien and movements elicit­
ed universal praise ; but he was unknown. \Vith the utmost 
courtesy he solicited fo1· his partner in the sportive dance the 
belle of the night, who, with equal modesty and promptness, ac­
quiesced, and tremblingly gave herself up to the guidance of the 
fascinating stranger. The evening was spent in the interchange 
of those sentiments which inspire affection. At length the lamps 
waxed dim, and the light of day warned the wearied ones to de­
part : then the stranger, unfolding his vest, threw off his dis­
guise, an1l appeared in his real charncter-that of Death ! 
when, embracing his surprised and fainting victim, he bore her 
away a resistless captive, from the presence of the astonish­
ed assembly. Whether " this olden tale" be the offspring of a 
superstitious age, or really based in trnth, is nought to the 
purpose; it conveys a moral, which might well Le applied in 
the busy scenes of life. It is, that we arn often che1·ish­
ing feelings, sanctioning perso~s and encouraging practices, 
which, were they to assume then· real character, woulcl be the 
objects of our merited abhorrence: persons who, like the Le­
trnyer of his Lord, would consign us into the custody of our 
most malignant enemies with a kiss; and practices which, if 
merely sanctioned, may lead some to look on Yice with 
a le!S!l jealous eye, or to Le more coufirmed in deeds which lead 
to present and future misery. 

This, too, it is to be feared, is sometimes done with the means 
of more accurnte knowlellge in possession, without even mak­
ing a single effort to become acquainted with the merits of the 
case:-a culpable Cl'iminality-a criminality which cannot be in­
dulged without the fear of receiving that merited censul'e 
from the lips of the great Master, which he passed upon the 
uujust steward in the days of his ministration-" Thou wicked 
sel'vant, thou knewest, &c." It is with a desire to leave any and 
all without excuse, that we address you, fellow Christians, 
on the present occasion, with the hope that we may induce you 
to forsake that sanction which some of you haYe given to the 

"DUltGA' PU1 JA' FESTIVAL." 

This Ptija, described in another paper of the Observer, 
takes place during this month. It has been the babit 

v. ~ u 
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hitherto of some respectable Europeans an<l members of other 
communities, to attcn<l the nautches and other fr,-tivities prac­
tised on the occasion. This we Im, e long felt, to be an evil 
of no small magnitude, but have been equally perplexed how 
to pren-nt its recurrence. \Ve have at le11gth determined 
to appeal to the rea~on, good sense, Christian fel'li11g, and 
character of our follow countrymen and cou11trywome11, aml of 
all that bear the name of the sinless Friend of man; and we do 
hope, that if we ean succeed in shewing the deity worshipped to 
be as hideous as she actually is, the practices indu lg<'d in as ob­
Bcene as they really are-if we can succeed in displaying to you 
the train of evils which must flow from the imnction you give to 
this ft>stival, we do not merely hope, but feel convinced, if you 
possess a remnant of the feeling common to all that bear the 
name of Christian and of Englishman, that you will at once 
discontinue your patronage, though it should be ut the ex­
pence of an ardent curiosity prompted by the assiduous civili­
ties of Hindoo nobility. If not, we shall but mourn for the 
individual who, professing to have the feelings of a wan, mueh 
more of a Christian, can be a witness to such scenes u11mo1·ed ; 
and shall blush for the character of that sex which, in a cil"ilized 
land, has smiled virtue into favour and frowned vice into the 
shade, if any of its number should here Le found to look even with 
veiled faces on the most poliished abominations of tlie Durga. 

The character of the goddess worshipped on thi,- occa»ion is 
cruel, vindictive, lewd, and mischievous. Though cla~se<l in the 
female order of beings, she pos,,;e;a.ses all the attrilmtes and acts of 
a monster; and though ranged among the gods, she ought 
more fitly to be classed with demons. ~he is represented with 
ten arms; her hands are filled with implements of war, 
which she is pourtrayed as using with great success in the 
" destruction of many worlds." She has a large retinue of wor­
shippers scattered over the face of India, who are not less 
libidinous and vicious than the followers of other heathen 
deities. The sacrifices offered, the homage rendered, and the 
practices indulgecl in, are just such as might be anticipated from 
such a deity with such worshippers. The mere recital of 
them would defeat our purpose, as they would stain the pages 
of a periodical devoted to the promotion of piety, aud fill other­
wise pure minds with ideas that could through no other me­
dium fiud access to the seat of thought. This we think should 
be a sufficient reason to a reflecting mind, in the absence of 
enry other, for an entire abstinence from the very appearance 
of sanction to these abominations. 

Lest we may appear to feel and write too warmly on such 
a subject, we give the impression received by the ,·enera.ble 
Mr. Ward on witnessing the festival. We quote his words :-
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" The whole scrne produced on my miml sensations of the greatest 
ho1·ror. The drt>ss of the siugers-their imlt·1·ent gt•stures-the abomi­
nable nature of the songs-the horritl din of their miserable ,!rum-the 
lateness of the hour-the darkness of the plare ·· with the reflection that 
I was staiuling in an irlol temple, and that this immense m11ltit11cle of 
1·atio1wl a111l imrnortal creatures, ,~apahle of superior joys, we1·e, in the 
very act of wo1·,;hi11 perpeti·ating a crime of high trea~on against the God 
of heal'en, while they themselves helieved they we1·e performing an act 
of merit,-excited ideas and feelings in my mind which time can nevl!r 
oblitPr.,te. 

" I would have given, in this place, 11 specimen of the songs sung be­
fore the imag~, but found them so full of broad obscenity that I could not 
copy a single line. All those actions which a sense of decency keeps out 
of the most irulecent English songs, are here detailed, sung, 1111d laughed 
at, without the IL•ast sen•e of ~hame. A poor hallad-singer in Euglaml 
would be sent to the house of correction and flogj!ecl fo1· perfo1·mi11g the 
meritoriou.y actions of these w1·etched idolater;:;," -Ward, vol. I I. pp. 9 i-95. 

This is the testimony of a man whose authority the Hin­
dus themf<elves are not preparc1l to dispnte,-a man who was 
not willing to believe what all hoped might be a libel on a na­
tion',; charncter,-who, to ascertain the truth 01· untruth of the 
report;., did violeuce to the best feelings of a humane mind and 
the holiest dictates of a renewed heart; and this was the issue. 
\Ve do not ask, whether after reading this statement, Chris­
tians blu"h for their past patronage; but whether there be an 
intelligent educated Hi111lu who does not feel ashamed of a 
system which, whatever might be its merits, should be obliged 
to have recourse to such vicious pujifications to enlist and 
maintain the homage of it!-! votaries ? 

It may be replied-W ell,if you burn with indignation at these 
evil,, we are not less indignant ; we do not sanction them; 
we merely attend at the nautch ; we do not even see the things 
to which you refer; and if we <li<l, we should retire in disgust. 
In an!;wer to thi;.i we can assure you,-and we have the best 
opportunities of hearing and knowing the use made of your 
atten<lance at the naut.ches,-that it is looked upon by Hin­
dus as a full sanction to t!te whole of the worship rffered 
to the god or goddess. ft confirms them in their idolafrous 
practices, and makes them more opposed to every effort to 
raise them in the social, moral, or religious scale of beings. 
Satis est, we imagine, is the language of every honorable 
mind on reading such a statement. But on recovering fl'Om 
the first impression, he may say, // it be true, "is thy servant 
a dog to do this thing ?" For the truth of the statement we 
appeal to every Hinllu who has been emancipatetl from the 
thraldom of idolat1·y, whatever be his creed; and if the1·e be 
a snark of honorable foeliucr in his mind we are not afraid of 

r o E . his reply. \Ve appeal to the laymen of the uropeau comnmm-
ty who have made the moral character of the natives their study, 

3 u ~ 
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and nre acquainted with their habits of thought-we know 
what will be their testimony. Ask the whole bo<ly of .Mis­
sionaries-there will not be a di;;sentient voice. Let the scep­
tical attend the missionary in his preaching visitations, ancl 
hear from the lips alike of br.ihman and sudra, idolatry de­
fended on the ground that Christians attend the nautcltes. 
Let these be told that it is merely to witness the customs 
of thei1· country; you will i;re by their looks, as well as be 
convinced Ly their words, that they consider it both as 
a gratification of bad appetites and a direct sanction to the 
whole range of idolatry. In the absence of such ,ve may 
adduce one witness which muist speak and cannot be misun­
derstood-the ewidence of your own senses. In attending the 
puja, you must have seen in most instances the idol promi­
nently placed before you, and have observed that the dance 
and song were addressed to it, not either to you or the host. 
,v1iatever may be the result of other testimonies, this is one 
which must speak and will be heard. 

If the position we have assumed be correct, then by attend­
ing the approaching p<ua, you will give a direct sanction to 
idolatry. \Ve acquit yon of a wilful intention of being 
abettors in an act so fraug·ht with evil to man and dishonor to 
God; but you cannot alter the impression which your attend­
ance will make on the native mind. \Ve not only acquit you 
of actual design to do evil, but we hope that there is not either 
a stated or occasional peruser of our pages, that is not a 
friend to India's mental, moral, and religious regeneration. If 
this be yo11r character, we believe we shall enlist your sympa­
thies and insure your influence, when we assw·e you that idola­
try is the most potent foe with which the friends of humanity, 
ed•1cation and religion l1ave to cope. It debases the mind, 
darkens the understanding, and engenders opposition to those 
efforts which its supporters well know would sap to its very 
foundation the natural, philosophical and theological basis on 
which the whole superstructure of superstition rests. If you 
are a real friend to the native community, though yon may 
have heard much of their amiability, we strongly suspect you 
would desire to see them shorn of some ofthe,;e seeming virtue!!, 
and clothed with the energy and candour of men. You would 
rejoice to see them more humane, ingenuous, patriotic, philan­
thropic, and virtuous: in a word, you could wi<sh to see them 
i::tand erect, and perform from right motives, the duties which 
they owe to God and man. And what is the chief obstacle to the 
accomplishment of this desirable ol.\ject ?-that which you 
would sanction, Idolatry !-for it is the parent of ignorance, 
inhumanity and immorality. \Ve may say in truth, that under 
its dominion-
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" l\lnn's inhumnnity to man, 
!\lakes countless thousanlls mourn;" 

il shuts up all the humanities-of the heart; nor will it give them 
fret>dom even when you appeal to pride, (the most dominant 
feeling of a Hindu's mi1ul,) though combined with the gratify­
ing duty of blessing the poor with a home, and the sick with a 
refogc. Let the history of the Fever Ho,;pital he au cvideuce of 
what idolatry ~honld permit its votaries to do for the w1·etehed. 
Is it possible, after such statement,-i, that this puj:i 01· any 
other :ohould receive the countenance of one humaue or rational 
being? Can it be necessary that we shoukl use further arguments 
to induce your compliance with our request ? Though thi:i may 
appear unnecessary, we will, because we can and ought, take 
even higher ground. \Ve refer you to the Scriptures, which 
ought to be the rule of our life, ae they will be tl1e test of our 
actions in the jndgment. \Ve shall quote but one passage from 
its awful pages,-a passage communicated to man under the 
most solemn and affecting circumstances from the very mouth of 
God-" Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou 
shalt not make unto thyself any g1·aven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God." This, the direct injunction of Hea­
ven, these unhappy people violate, and you confi1·m them in that 
violation. They may plead ignorance iu excuse. Not so you; 
for the passage we have quoted, has not been selected because 
it is alone, but because it;, announcement must be identified by 
many with their first dawnings of reason and their earliest re­
ligious associations, " when the delegate of heaven, the minister 
of life, announced the decalogue of God." 

The Hindus may reply-\,Ve do not render this homage to the 
god; it is a national and festive custom similar to your own; 
though, of course, not so pure and elevated as British manner.i 
must induce. 

\Ve admit, Christians, that in your presence some of" the 
better sort" may forbid the abominable practices referrnd to, and 
others in part diminish their l1ideousness ; but in almost every 
instance, when you have retired, orgies equally obscene and bois­
terous with those of Bacchus, commence. We admit more than 
this. Perhaps some of tho8e who have exchanged idolatry for 
infidelity-who have cast off the trammels of their religion, 
to be not only free-thinkers but libertines in practice ;-we 
admit that these characters may not pay more than a 
nominal reverence to their Penates : but what they have 
lost in superstition they have gained in immorality: for it is 
asserted by those who have the best opportunity of ascertain-
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ing- it, that in the instances where idolatries have been discon­
tin11c1l, thr festivities are still kept up to foster had appetites 
and lewd desires; so that when you are not sanctioning idolatry 
in connection with immorality, you are patronizing immorality 
without even the semblance of Hindu devotion,-a position in 
society which, we suspect, you are neither desirous of assum­
ing or continuing. 

\Ve wonhl call your attention to anotl1er fact arising out of 
the po .. ition we have laid clown. By your attendance at the 
p1i,ia :11ou do di;;honm· to that Lord unto whom you have been 
bapti~ed, aud by whose name !/On are called. Did the Hindus 
disco11nert their social convivialities with their religious rites, 
this \I ould uot Le so much the case : yet even then we should 
e11trPai your non-attendance on the ground ot' eommon decency; 
hnt they <lo so idt>ntify the worship of the idol with the gai(,ties 
of this season, that you lead them to suppose Ly your attend­
ancl' that Jehovah an<l their deities are ei;sentially ihe same 
in the elements of their character and the exhibition of their 
attribute.~; or that you are what they, even with all their 
immornlitY, never can be,-indiffercnt to the honor of that 
God II h01;1 you profess to love and obey. But mark the con­
trast. Arc not their gods represented hy their own writers as 
vindidivt·. cruel, lascivious, aud wanton; while the attributes 
of Him wl10m we love and foar, are mercy, loving-kindne~s, 
]011g-sulferi11g, goodne~s, and truth. Thei1· gods can only be 
pacified uy foolish, cruel, and expensive sacrifice:,; ; while our 
Lord is reconciled to sinners by his Son's mediation. Their ob­
jects of worship are difficult of appl"Oach ; nor can they Le 
propitiated Ly the poor and miserable without the infliction of 
tortures: while the Lord of the Bible is a refuge for the desti­
tute, the sinner's friend, and the home of the weary; He offers 
salvation to all without money and without price. By the act 
we reprobate, you place these two characte1·s, as opposed in 
their nature as light aud darkness, on an equality. You offer an 
insult to the A !mighty which you would uot offer to your most 
remote friend; you place him on an equality with the meanest 
and basest things which the depraved imaginations of the most 
deprnv1•d of men have conceived. Let us remind you on this 
point tl1at our Lor<l is a jealous God, and has declared, " l will 
not give my glory to another." Nor would we Le unmindful our­
selves of a Biblical fact, or the less refresh your recollections 
with it, that it was for this sin of patronizing a11d afterwai·ds 
practising idolatry, that the most favored people in the world are 
" a nation scattered ancl peeled." May tlu:ir history not rea<l a 
lesson to us in vain ! But we are admoni,;hed to de1:,ist-not iliat 
the field in which we range is wanting in fertility ; would that it 
were ! " I1l weeds grow apace ; " and here we find them so rank-
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ly luxuriant that we have with diffirulty found an avenue Ly 
which to display the density all(l disorder of the jungle. '"" e 
have done our best, though it Le feebly done, to expose the folly 
and evil of these prnctices, and uot lel,!S the cnlpahihility that at• 
tache» to the sanction given to idolatrous feasts by nny section 
of the great family which has been happily raised by Christiani­
ty above the degradations of idolatry. 

It may he inquired, why do you spend the arrows of your 
quiver agaim;t this puja? Our answer is, Because it is one of 
the mo,-t specious in appearance, the most likely to arrest the 
attention of the respectable; and the parts you will be per­
mitted to witness, though bad enough, will still be the mo,t 
decent, and hence give you a false idea both of their n•li­
gious actions and social habits on this occasion. But we the 
more eame!.tly entreat you, because this is the puja of pu,ia.s, 
at which the largest sums of money arc foolishly expended, the 
largest portions of time improvidently i;;quandered, many crnel­
ties practised, and the worst immornlities indulged in ; ancl not 
less because of the use which the Hindus make of your sanction, 
in defendiug their customs and confirming them in all the errors 
of idolatry and superstition. 

In bringing our remarks to a close, we appeal to you as the 
friends of HUMANITY. During the few days that will be occupied 
by the follies of the Durga p~ja, many thousands of rupees will be 
foolishly squandered in feasting brahmans, paying dancing girls, 
and rewarding buffoonery ; not to mention the darker scenes 
of the drama, which will and must be supplied with that which 
moves the springs of Hindu amusement and cruelty alike,­
money. It is, too, an acknowledgetl fact, that there are in thi,i 
city alone thousands of poor, languishing under all" the ills that 
flesh is heir to." It is an equally well known fact, that in vain 
has British humanity, both by precept and example, endeavoured 
to move the hearts and unclench the hands of Hindu Rajas 
and BalHis. It is now in your power by discountenancing 
this lavish expenditure on follies and vice, and by teaching them 
that the high-road to yom· fa,·or and that of all the good, 
is by " doing unto others as they would others should do unto 
them"-it is in your power, by adopting this line of conduct, 
to turn the tide of their thoughts, energies and wealth into a 
channel of the greatest public usefulness. 

We appeal to you as the friends of EDUCATION. One of the 
methods by which the natives must be raised in their political 
and social condition, is the extension of education. We know 
that an impulse has been given to that cause which cannot be 
repressed; and it must be equally evident to all, that if ever 
it prosper and be permanently supported, it must be by the 
cordial co-operation and voluntary support (even though un-
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der the au.:pices of the Government), of the natives themselves. 
'l'he Gonmm<'nt may do much to aid the cause, yet it cannot 
comp<'l them to attend, even though it should make thti support 
of a uniform orde1· of in!i!truction compulsory. How much more 
pkasant would it be to witness the founding of schools and 
colleges as the result of an enlightened understanding, in no 
small measure led to its conviction by the refusal of intelligent 
mid pious individuals to comply with heathen usages, tl10ugh 
under the garb ofamusemeut? How much more refre~hing would 
it be to witne.:s immortal beings striving after mental elevation, 
than to see them still indulging in follies only fit for the 
cl1ildren of savages, and in vices appropriate only to the inmates 
of a b1othel? How many schools and colleges would the im­
mense sums that will be lavished, in this and other parts of 
India in the coming month, found and establish? and how 
many youth would it educate and qualify for stations of honor• 
able a11d industrious employment, constituting them the primary 
elements in a new order of Indian society, aud creating a new 
em in India's history? 

,v e appeal to you as the friends of DECENCY and MORALITY. 

Thr girls tliat exhibit are all prostitutes!! the songs they sing are 
mo:;t obscene ; their jesticnlations are such as would shock you 
if displayed by the lowest European-this even in your presence; 
but when the rc-sh-aiut of that presence is removed, we can 
confidently affirm, that there is nothing left untried that cau mi• 
riister to the grossest sensual gratification. If on 110 other ground, 
we shall reprobate your attendance on this-that these abomi• 
nations are witne!:'sed hy their own unhappy and debased females, 
:rn<l form perhaps their only suLject of conversation for 
mauy weeks ;-that they are seen by their rising race, whose 
minds, tlirough this medium, become degraded and contaminat­
ed, at the C'adir.st. stage of reason, with objects and themes 
that would make a wreck of iutellects much more powerful, 
matured and more strongly fortified by moral principle; we 
plead with you for them .. But we ask, can it be possible th~t 
B1·itish females, charactensed over the whole earth for then· 
modesty and virtue, lend their sanction to such thingB? \,Ye can 
only say, that we blush for the past, (for it has been done,) 
uor sho11ld we hail the arrival of one more British female 
with other feelings than of deep regret, if she were to be 
drawn, by whatever influence, to witness and sanction such 
abominations. If it is to rob them of that sense of modesty and 
love of virtue which has been the distinguishing characteristic 
of the women of the land we lorn, rather let them remain at 
their father's hearths, though poverty only should await them; • 
and let the women of other lands, more accustomed to such 
exhibitions, be the con1panions of Christians who will associate 
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with those natives of this country, whose glory it appears to 
be to set at defiance all the decencies and moralities of life. 
But o, word to the wise is enough. 

\V c cannot, Christian femnleia, do mol'e than point out to you 
the influence which what we depl'ecate will have on you!' own 
sense of propriety, and the influence which that again will exert 
upon youi· families and friendly ci1·cles. 

"One sicklv sheep infects the flock, 
And voisons all the rest." 

Lastly, we present Olli' entreaty to you as the friends of that 
R1,1.IG10N which you l>C'lieve to be the "more excellent way," 
the only way by which men can be saved, the world regenera­
ted and blessed. \Ve ask you, is it compatible with it8 holy 
principles and precepts, with its pure commands, with the 
requirements of its law and gospel, with the bright example 
of Him in whose footsteps we should endeavour to tread,-is it 
compatible with either or all of these to be present at any such 
"deeds of darkness, except to reprove them?" We ask, does it 
add to your religious comfort now.') \Viii it induce pleasurable 
reflections in the retrospect of life? \Vill it !'ender your dying 
couch more pleasant, to remember not only that you dill 
not aid to pull down the temple of error, but that you sanc­
tioned those whose every energy was devoted to strengthen its 
foundations, to rear ancl beautify its walls? May we not with 
propriety address to you the language which the Almighty di­
rected to Christians similarly situated-" "\Vherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord ; and 
touch not the unclean thing : and I will receive you, and I will 
be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sous and daughters, 
eaith the Lord Almighty." 

IV.-Sequel to the Essay on the Invisible World. 
[For the Calcutta Christian Observer.] 

"It is appointed unto men once to die, but after thi11 the judgment."­
Hebrews ix. 27. 

Man has always possessed a strong apprehension of exj,stenc:e after 
death; and besides many natural reasons fur such an apprehension, this 
,·ery universal aud, as it were, instinctive persuasion of it, has justly 
formed one of the ordinary arguments in its favour. For, if our instinc­
ti,,e and spontaneous feelings in other atfail's of manl<ind, be reckoned 
an indication of the divine will re~pecting us-if other tendencies, desil'es, 
and natural notions be appal'ently implanted for the very purposo of 
leading to the objects to be accomplished by them-how should it be 
otherwise in one of the clearest and strongest and most important of all 
our ideas and vresentimeuts? The internal feeling of ou1· own freedom 
of action is not more evidently designed to influence the morality of our 
actions, nor the power o.f conscience to establish and guard the dh1tine-

V. 3 x 
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tions of right and w1·ong, than the ap1>rehension of future existence 11nd 
future retribution, to suppol't both, and to excite at once a salutary fear 
of jurlgment ancl an encouraging hope of final ha11piness. 

And, as it is with all other well-founded views and ft>elings, direct 
revelation sanctions, purifie, imd elevates the infol'ences of natural reason, 
the impulse of natural instincts in this matter. In a peculiarly emphatic 
sense aml dPgree too, the doctrine of our S11vio111· Christ 'hath hrouii;ht life 
and immortality to light'-hath placed the continued existence of tl,e soul 
and the future 1·esurrection and subsequently immortal endurance of the 
bodr, in the cleal' light of undoubted truths and positive realities; illus­
trating both hy every va1·ied view of the nature ancl will of the Almighty, 
of the condition and intention of man as a moral and religious being. 

In the No. of the Chl'istian Observer fol' last month, was given n 
distinct illustration, confirmerl hy many sc,·ipture passages, of the sundry 
but closely connected meanings of the term Hell. It was seen that that 
wOl'd is the translation of the Hehrew W<ll'd Sheol, the in.~alirde, and of 
the Grerk term Hades, the invisible-both applied to denote ~ometimes 
the in.mliale grave, where the body lies concealed till the resurrection.­
sometimes the unseen place of separate spirits, where disembodied souls 
are stationed till the day of judg·ment and reunion with their former 
bodies-that both words i111lifferently, when bearing the serond meaning, 
refer to the place of spirits generally, whrthe1· 011e of punishment or of 
rewanl, of suffering Ol' of bliss; both of which are but distinct divisions 
of one Sheol or Hades. But, as the fears of men are ever more vigorous 
than their hopes on these great matters, so in English usage the word 
Hell is most commonly referred to the place of punishment and pain; 
so much so, that many have almost forgotten that there is the /,ell of 
the blest as well as the hell of the damned. \Ve have seen tlrnt the former 
was called by the Heathen, Elysium-by the Jews, Pararlise or Abraham's 
bosom: the latter Tartarus and Gehenna by each respectively ;-and that 
though Helt be the English word used to mean either the grave, the place 
of utl spirits generally, 01· the prison of the damned, in particular-yet 
the only word used in the Gospel to express the last, is Gehennu, or "the 
Geltrmw of jfre." How this last word,-originally signifying the valley 
of Hinnom, a spot first devoted to abominable and cruel sacrifices of 
unoffending child1·cn to false gods; then defiled hy good King Josiah in 
being made a receptacle for all the filth am! refuse of Jerusalem, with 
constant fires burning to consume it; and lastly, the scene of a dreadful 
slaughter, the desecrated spot where the carcases of such as were refused 
clecent burial ,vere left to putrify, fed on hy the worm and consumed by 
the smouldering fire-was thence, from its accumulated horrors and 
abominations, made a fit and striking emblem and representation of that 
more awful reality, the miseries and sufferings of the unholy and impeni­
tent in a future world, we have seen. And with this recapitulation may 
he introduced a personal and practical application to ou1·seh-es of the s11lemn 
truth implied in those several terms andassertecl in the passage now quoted 
-" It is appointed unto men once to die, anti after death the judgment." 

I. Death is a subject as universally interesting, as it is deeply impressh·e 
-and that whether we regard it as delivering the body to tlissulution and 
corruption, and the spirit to a separate existence, 01· to be followed in both 
by a final retribution. 

1. Let us then 1·egard it in the first point of view, ancl ask, Who of us 
shall he exempt from dissolution? 01·, as Ethan a,ks, " \Vhat man is he 
that liveth and shall not see death?" (Ps. lxxxix. 4-B,) i. e. as he proceeds 
by a parallelism to explain him~elf, " shall deliver his frame from the 
power of the grave?" 
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!Hust we not nil sny with Joh (xxx. 23,) " I know that thou wilt bring 
me to death, to the house appoi11tl•1l for all living,"-for "it ia appointed 
unto all men once to die." "None can hy any means," adds the Psalmist, 
"ndee111 his hrot.her, or gi,·e to Got! a ransom for him, that he should 
still li1·e for el't'r anti nut ~ec currnptiun." '' ,vise men die, likewise the 
fool nnd the hrntish perrnn perish ;-like sheep tlwy are laitl in the 
Hell ( or tomb) ;-death shall fe1•d 011 them, and their beauty shall con~ 
sume awav in the gra1·c ;" -" whe11 one dieth, he ~hall cany 11othi11g 
:nrny." Ji~. xlix. 7-10. Solomo11 too in Ecclesiastes ix . .i, thus expresses 
himself-" The living know that they shall die: also their l01·c a11d thei1· 
hatre1l and their em·y is 110w perished; neither have they any more a por. 
tion fo1· ever in any thing that is done under the sun. There is 110 work no1· 
del'ice 1101' knowledge, 11or wisdom in the gi·nve whither thou goest. Oue 
gener:;tion pa~seth away and another generation cometh, but the earth ahi­
dt>th for e,·e1·." These are most affecting representations. These active liml,,. 
these hu~v members shall stiffen into a mass of lifeless clay without use, 
ns withoui beautv. The restless senses, that now are employed ou such 
a ,·a.st rn1·iety of objects, shall no longe1· be vehicles of enjoyment or 
delight-strength shall become weakness, and beauty a putrifyi11g horror 
-the glancing eye be fixed :rnd glazed, the plia11t fingers stiff and cold­
the voice of music be unheard by the dull cars of ou1· coa·pses; no1· will 
the sweetest odours affect the nostrils of the dead! The busiest labours, 
must cea~e-the most rnlued pleasures come to an end-the objects of 
our fondest love be no more seen, heard 01· enjoyed ; or laid beside us 
in the dull cold earth as insensible as ourselve,, they shall own no rela­
tionship to us, hut shall "say to corrnption, Thou art my father,-to the 
worm, T~ou art my mother and my sister." Joh x,·ii. 14. ,v1io can dwell 
steadily on these things and not feel that death is a solemn thing, and 
im·oh-es much that is most painful and nffiicting? \l'hu can tliink of his 
own death without an anxious heart, or n·flect on the loss of all he loves, 
enjoys and is t'lll("aged with, without a ~hudder and a pang? To have 
th.-se things alwaJ/11 before us, would unfit us for active exertion, for 
calm reflexion and comfortable enjoyment; but to put all'ay entirely the 
thought of what must be, can nerer be the part of a ll'ise or of a good 
man. The end of all things here should be thought of not with the 
agitation of terror, hut with the seriousness of prudence-nut with the 
indifference of insC'nsibility, but with the energy of a11 intelligent and 
feeling nature. On the one hand, with Solomon, it should urge us "what. 
soel'er our hand findeth to do, to do it with our might;" since the pei·iod 
is inel'itahly and rapidly :ipproaching when what has been in life neglected 
can no lo11gel' be accomplished :-it should trach us to refuse no real good 
of present existence, to ne~lect no opportunity of usefulness, no means of 
solid happiness ;-hut, on till' other, we should learn from it to measure the 
\"alue of earthly things by thci1· duration; to reflect on the future results 
to the world m11l to oursel\'cs of an unwise, deceptive and dangerous 
choice in 0111· pursuits and course of action ; and to be alive to the second 
O\'erwhelming consideration, viz.-

2. That when we have thrown off the body, the naked spirit shall 
yet ha1·e its existence eternally continued. ,v ere the time of our 
sojourn on earth the limit of our whole being,-and when we had done 
with this world, had we no othe1· scene of future duration to look for. 
\l'ard to-we might rationally lie excused, perhaps, for coufinin" our 
thoughts and wishes, 0111· anxieties and cures, our pleasures and ;njoy­
ments within the range of the only things by which we then could ever be 
affected. " Let us eat and drink, for to-mol'l"ow we die," would be the 
wise man's motto-and to extract as much as 11ossible of gratification to 
every sense and appetite and faculty, from every ohject around him at 
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whntP"Pr ro~t, his rational anrl proper course ofpl'ocedure. Let him then 
feed his avat'ice to the full, if he find satisfaction in adding ht>np to heap • 
let him imlul!re freely every propensitr and appetite of his fleshly nature' 
rPgai-11less of honor, con~cienct', affection Ol' duty ; dreadless of futurity 
and retrihution ; of all consequences in short, but such as would weaken 
:his own positive and pl'esrnt pleasure ; and, like the other pensioners of 
natul'e, the beasts of the field and of the forest, let him ~lut himself with 
f'njoyment-let him immerse himself in sensuality-let him have a merry 
life if a short one-ull(l yi,•ld himself to death at length, replete from the 
feast of life, like th., intemperate ramalist who ceases to eat and to 
drink and enjoy himself, only with the power to do so ;-and who, on that 
account, shoulll then ,everely blame him? or, rather, who would not act in the 
l'ame manner himself, and with as constant an eal{emess ?-where would 
be the check to intemperance, the motive to self-restrnint, the claims of 
mercy, justice or morality ?-or, rather, these would no longer be in exist­
enre, nor bea1· any i-elation to 1111 nnimal whose pleasures were only 
~.arnal, sens11al, and momentary. Not so, howerer, whpn the animal frame 
is but the dwelling of a superio1· soul, that dies not with it; but is the 
kernel of the enclosing ~hell, which may drop olf without affecting its proper 
existence, its quality or its value-the jewel loclged in a casket that n111y 
he lost or broken or reje.·tP<l, while itself continues eve1· to possess its 
ow11 intrin,ic Pxcelleuce and worth. 

All nature is in a constant circle of change, an incessant seriPs of 
proclnction mid decay-and after we have extracted fr<•m the e;ifts of 
crt>ation their uses nnd thei1· sweets, we see them perish without regret­
th<'y have ;iccomplishPd their purposes, and with that their value ceases. 
The dregs are useless to us, and we rrject them with indilfnence. But i:1 
it so with the chief ohj .. ct in rmture,-with man, the lord of the worlrl? 
Does he die and cease to he? is he forgotten ;,nd therefore extinct? Oh 
ye sensunlists, who feed and glut 1111d pumper your hodies of corruption­
ye beautiful won11•n, who <'xpend so much of toil and anxiety and artifice 
and cost on l'herishing ancl improving the tints mid the freshness of youth 
and of henuty-ye men of husiness, who labour for the meat that perisheth, 
as if it endured for ever; for honor and advancement, as if they would 
rescue you from the irrnve; for pleasure and delight, as if they would 
descend with you into the tomb-awake, "all the sort of you," to reason, 
to riirhteousne~s and to truth ; for he or she "that lil'eth in pleasure 
only, i:; d~acl even while yet alive"--dead as certainly to safety and to 
1·eal happine;;s, :is to every pure design and holy purpose. Ye suJfor not 
the winds of heaven to breathe too roughly upon your cherished frames­
but can ye shelter yourselves from the hlast of death? Ye pamper youi· 
perishahle hollies and deny them not any gratification-what, when they 
themsekes shall be made the feast of worms? See some short-lived moi-­
tal borne to the long home in the chm·ch-yard enclosure--frienrls mar 
weep and mourn to see the form so loved no more ; but by the multitude, 
the departe1l indivi1lual is unmissed even for a day-another fills up the 
,,acancy, occupies his dwelling, performs his duties, and he is" as though 
he had never l,een :" and truly when he has thus ceast'd to exist to this wol'ld 
and no lonirer appears among men, did nought of him remain, did no con­
tinued being elsewhere call for inquiry, his rlenth were of as little 
moment as that of any other animal, oftentimes far less to be regretted 
than that of his horse or his dog. But no-" the1·e is a spirit in man," 
m,d he knows it: th,1t Rpirit never die,1-it is gone indeed from here, with 
the ho,ly that held it; liut it is not lost, nor yet is it in a state of sleep or 
inse11sihility-it is alive and active, seosible to p~in or to pleasUl'e; it is 
in the world of spirits, in that invisible Hudes where are assembled the 
snuls of the disembodied millions of those who have lived their day a111I 
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died. We pass f!'om the newly openad grave _whe_re we have left_ :i ma!'l9 
of decavin"' flesh-to it all is now over-not· will either sm·ro,v a~1tate or 
pleasui;e s~othe it-the voice of :iff~ction and friendship i-1 unheed,•d, nor 
ha"' it longe1· "any part in what ia done under the ~un"-its "p11q1ose:i 
nre broken off," its pursuits are at an end. But while it lie~ there still, 
cold, sileut-whl're is the living sonl? This is the only mattPr 110w of 
moml'nt-this the only question now worthy to be coniidere,l. \Vh1tt are 
that s11irit'!'I present fedinirs, views and sensations? what it. enjoyment~ 
or it, suffe1·in!{s, its torture or its 1·e11nse? hy what powe1· is its co1.1ditio11 
.fixed, by what rules is that pmver applied? 

I I. Here then, it is manifest, our passage comes in with most solemn 
foree--" it is appointed unto all ml'n once to !lie, but after death the 
jttdgment." The grave has the body-the invisible world, the spirit of 
the 1le<'t'ased; hut in what division of that wo1·Id has its lot been cast? 
The answt>r is as short as it is weighty,-that which judgment has assii;-ned 
it. Now, all true judgm<'nt-aud that of the Eternal God, "the :\!faker 
of all things anil Judge of all men," mu,;t be such-all true judgment ii 
mRde up of intelligence and justice. 

1. J mlgrnent is not eithl'r a blincl fatality or a careless i111•estigation-it 
is the decision of an intelligent sovereign upon intelligent creatures-of 
Him who s1111erintends the world, assigns it laws con,lucive to wise and 
good and righteous purposes; whosurvevs the whole, who takes cognizance 
of all, who sl'es every minutest portion of his works, and is acquainte,I, per­
fectly acquainted, with every action of every creature-" to whom all hP.arts 
are open, all desires known, and from whom no sec1·ets are or can he hidden" 
-of .,-isdom co-extensive with his knowledge, to detect the greatt>st c,,m_ 
plication of motives, the !Zreatest suhtlety of self-1leception or hypocrisy; 
to se11arate acts and motives the most mixed an,l confused ; to give to 
every portion of good its proper value, ancl attach to every mixture of t!l'il its 
due demerit-to pass, in short, a judgment as perfect as his own 11erfection, 
free from every shade of error, ignorance, oversight, or i11att,mtion. 

2. But, seconcll y, the j udgment of God must needs he as just as it 
is intelligent-for." shall not the Judge of all the earth do ri~ht;" Is he 
not as incapable of a violation of just ice as of an error in under,;tanding? 
Let us he assured that, as St. Paul ~,ivs, "the ju,lgment of God is ac­
cording to truth;" in agreement with the verity of what he knows; and 
that knowledge is perfpct. as we have seen. \Vhe1·efore, in "the day 
of re\'elation of the 1·igliteous j111lgme11t of l,od, he will rerulei· to every 
man according to his dee,ls-trihulation all(l auguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth el'il, but glory, honor and peac~ to e,·ery man that worketh 
goocl-(for there is no respect of persons with lrorl")-so shall it he" in the 
day when God shall judge the secrets of men uy J L'sus Christ according to 
my Gospel," dechres the Apostle, Rom. ii. 5. So that, as the Psalmist 
as£erts, "justice and judgmeut are the habitation of hi~ throne." To this 
judgment, then, all the souls of meu shall he suhjected-" we must all 
stand before the judirment sent of Christ," his commission.ed S,m-all 
ahide the searching of his knowle1lge, the impartial decision of his jus­
tice; a justit.:e as incorr1111tible as hi, intelligence is unerring. In the 
intermediate state of clisembotlied spil'its, it is th.! judgm}nt of God that 
shuts us up in Taitarus or places us among the happy souls in Ely­
sium-that consigns the disobedient, the unholy, the impenitent, "the 
lo,•ers of pleasure more than lov"'rs of God," " t!ie friends of the world, 
and therefore the enemies of G,Hl," to the awful 1·et1·ibutions of Gehenna, 
the !tell oftol"ment, "which is the second death"-Oh ! how far, far worse 
than the first,-a living, eternally living death of misery and remorse-or 
11·hich haply opens the doors of an intermediate Paradise, a second Eden, 
to the "souls of his righteous servant11 ;" to the huml>le, the devout, the 
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gratefully obedient; to the just, the merciful, the '1,'00d-the gootl in all 
i-e~pect;;: Not those who compound for some sins, by a forced abstineuce 
from others-who weig·h the e,·il omitted because less inclined to it, 
:1gainst the evil_g1·ee1lily commiltl'<I because al!:reeahle to a sinful palate­
who balance a few acts of charity or justice to the neature, ag-ninst 
enmity to the Creatm· ancl an unjust refusal of suhj,,ction and ohPdience 
to his authority-or who, in the sophistical lang-uage of one of them-
1,elves, outrnge the Almightv's l,ms in tt'n lho11sa11d ,·aried instances yet 
vainly think "to expunge ·them from the reg-isters of his rememh1~1;1ce 
by the scalding tear" of mere remorse, unfollowed by an effective repent­
ance; or by a pa1·ti11g cry for merry, afte1· the hand of mercy has lteen 
pertinaciously put asi,le during a" hole life of irreli~·ion, and when the arm 
of reluctant justice is nlready outstretched to smite them fo1· it ;-not 
tho~e who would stifle the outcries of conscience hy the performance of a 
few colJ, heartless duties of an external religion, drawing· nigh to the Holy 
and All-seeing" with the lip and honoring him with the lying· mouth;" with 
a humiliation unfelt, a praise as hollow as it is impure; while the t.eart, 
·which only he can value 01· will accept, " is far from him!" Not such are 
they-decent formalists, " whited sepulchres, graves that do not appear," -
" who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord or dwell in his holy place"­
but "they that have clean hands and a pure heart, and have not given up 
thei1·souls unto earthly \'anity :"-not they that have "tithed mint and anise 
and cummin," 01· made " broa,I their philacteries" while neglecting " the 
weightier matters of the law ,faith, mercy,j 11dgment and the love of God;" -
but those that have lovrd and practised these while not neglecting those;­
not they that have "fa,ted to he seen of men and for a pretence of sanctity 
made long prayers," while yet "full of hypocrisy and unrighteousness,"­
but those whose bodies ha"e been the undefiled and consecrated temples of 
God, thei1· hearts his altar, and their soul~ and ho1lies a constaut "living 
sacrifice, holy and therefore acceptable to God," as it is also thefr "reason­
ahle service"-" These shall recei,·e the ble~sing from the Loni, and 
righteous acceptance from the God of their salvation." "He will not 
always leaYe their souls in en·n a paradisiacal /,ell, nor suffer the bodies 
of his holy ones to see a perpetual corruption." No-they too shall awake 
from the slct!pof death, and with their happy spirits entedo1· ever "into the 
joy of their Lord, the kingdom of their God," to mingle with those of 
angels and archangels their eternal song·s of praise and adorntion; and "God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there thall be no more 
death, neither sonow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; 
for the former things shall have past away;" and they be for ever with 
him "in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand are 
pleasures for e,·ermore." Glorious and happy state! for surely "eye hath 
not seen 1101· ea1· heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the thiugs which God hath p1·epared for them that lo\'e him." 

llut while such will be U,e happy 1·esult of a judgment according to 
knowledge and truth, to those who "know and obey the truth," how 
awful must be its award on those who "obey not the trnth, but obey 
unrighteousness!" And let no man decei,•e himself-it is not the out­
rageously corl'upt, the openly profane, the extortioner, the intemperate, 
the wine-bibber, the unchaste, the filthy and a\Jominable only, that shall he 
shut out from the future Paradise of God-but all who have lived and died 
destitute of actual, positive, Jiving, heart-felt religion, averse from God, 
negligent of divine wol'ship, omitting to cultivate personal puritr of heart, 
temper and conduct; all who have not been known as sacrificing willingly 
convenience to duty, gain to godliness, pleasure to divine communion; 
subduing the body to the spirit, and pu1·ifying the spi1·it through au unre. 
rnitting exe1·cise of faith, love, hope, and every other religious virtue; pre-
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fening the prnise of Goel to the blind nncl heartless RJJJJlnuse o( man, the 
testimony of conscience to the sweets of sin, and the supporting ho11es of 
heavenly bliss to the intoxicating and corr1111ting cu11 of worldly imlul. 
gence-" using the world"in accordance with its true intention, an,! extract. 
ing from it its real blessings, l,y associating them with courageou~ virtue 
and with cheerful piety; "not abusing it" by a misapplication of its re. 
sources to purposes of selfishness and sin. 

These are the views, then, that render judgment so momentous-and is 
it not now the time for everv reade1· to ask himself, how he shall abide it ? 
You are dying, my follow inortals, you are clyi11g-th,• grave is possibly 
ready to open for some of you-and who shall secuni any against the 
sudden approach of death? The im·isihle Hailes will shortly enclose us 
all. In what di,•ision of it shall we be? Here, in God's temple, or in the 
haunts of men, we often meet togethe1·-sh11ll we be together there? Is it 
not probable there will there he a separation of some of us from others, 
who now are undistinguished? and when the throne of a final judgment is 
set, and Christ summons all of us to his bar, to pass formally before the 
world the seutence who,e effect will have been ah·eady in part experienc. 
ed even in the intermediate state, where shall we each appear? who then 
;,hall take the right and who the left hand of the Redeemer? shall 1ve d~fer 
to inquire or postpone the answer? Alas! death will not for that delay 
his approach, 1101· "judgment linge1·" till we "have a more convenient 
season." h Behold now i,; the accepted time-behold now is the day of 
salrntion : to.day, this hour, if you will hear his voice who speaks from 
heaven, hMden not your hearts," but give them up freely, fully and fo1· 
ever to hi,; lorn and to his fear ; then " happy shall ye be, yea, blessed 
are the people that are in such a case !" 

CINSURENSIS. 

V.-The Roman Characte1· and the English Language in 

India. 
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

MY DEAn Sm, 
I am somewhat surprised and concerned to observe, from the 

last numbet· of yom· Obsei-ve1· recei,,ed here, that there is still 
one man left among your corrPspondents so far blinded as to 
uphold the Roman character as the be~t means by which the 
people of India are to be educated. My own opinion may be 
of little value, and I should not have deemed it worth regis­
tering, were it not supported by that of almost all the most 
intelligent well-wishers of India, in this and other parts of the 
country, with whom I have the honor of being acquainted. It 
is, that the Roman character can never become general or 
populat·: that the attempt to introduce it will only tend to add 
to the variety of characters in actual use, aud proving futile 
will still increase the already too great confusion. ,Vith ten 
thousand teachers of the Roman character and a crore of rupees 
to boot, I still feel assured that the attempt to uproot the now 
universally used characters would utterly fail. How can we 
ever expect that the brahmans, the astl'Onomers and astrolo­
gers, rajas, diwans, saukars, patels, patwads, aml zamindars 
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will nbanclon what they have been used to from childhood 
and fo~md sufficient for eHt_r purpose, or what they re,·ere 
and believe to have come from heaven, forchararters that cannot 
express with the sa111e preci,,-ion the req11ired ~ounds and are 
the1·efore, in their estimation, iuferior to their own ? Shall we 
c?ndc11111 the policy of the Empero1· :Nichola;a, a11d slill f,,l!ow 
lus example? I fully admit the goodness of motive, ancl also 
the mine of the object aimed at: but we cannot l10Ll our­
selves excused, in ,;,.aki11g an nttcmpt with onr eyes open to 
eradicate the Hrndi aml other charactPrs from a nation, whose 
bigotry and superstitious reverence for :ill ancient things we 
have hourly occasions of noticing, and fo1· which wise and 
prnde11t men should make every allowance. 

Some progre;;s has been made in teaching thi,; character­
but I a~k to whom ? In some places, to the half-.starved chil­
dren of Bundelcund emiorants, rescued from famine by public 
charity; in other place~ to the children of our sepoys at the 
stations and of our other dependents : but these are not the 
nation, or a fair specimen of the nation, and will never be 
included in the literary class of the people. 

I have fancied that BETA has begun to see the false strp 
made by himself and his friends: that they are sensible of their 
error in not having taken the sense of the native public upon 
the question, and consulted its wishes : aml that they now allow 
that a, scheme not suited to the taste and l'easonable wishes 
and prejudices of the people, and not commanding their con­
currence and support, cannot prosper, or be productive of 
any permanent good. If I am right in my suspicion, I hope 
we may soon see them candidly acknowledging their error and 
retraci11g their steps; such a course cannot but redound to their 
Cl'edit. lt will, moreover, have the further advantage of restor­
ing- greater union amongst the friends of Jndia, and in no work 
is this more required than in the important ol.,ject of regene­
rating India. 

The idle scheme has been peculiarly g·rateful to men wholly 
ignornnt of the native languages and of the native character 
and pn~jmlices: but these are not the men that will ever effect 
much, 01· triumphantly establish in native estimation the vast 
superiority of European science and European literature. 

With regard to the adoption of the English language as a 
means of educating the people of India, I _cannot but regard 
this as an equally irratioual and impracticable scheme; as 
betraying a want of good philosophy, and of a sound know­
ledge of mankind and of the human mind, wholly unworthy of 
the high body whence it emanated. I strongly advocate the 
study of English fol' all who have time, taleut, an~ fortune 
really to acquire it and to use it. But for the education of the 



1886.J English Language in India. 

body of the people, nothing-nothing but the vemaculars can 
e,·er be generally useful. Hoth the people and their spi1·itual 
teachers must have abandoned their foilh, before the)' will con­
sent to abandon tl10:-e books and the languages in which they 
coneeive the road to salvation lies, and by which, it must Le 
recollected, they gain theii- bread. 

By confinin~ ou1· ;;aukars to the study of Englisl1, we shoul<l 
only be calling upon them to abandon their intercourse with 
all their commercial correspondents in the cities of foreign 
states. 

No, 110, my dear l\fr. Editor; neither the Hindi in the 
Roman character, nor the English language, will eve1· enal,le 
thei1· adrncates, though they were one hundred-fold more 
uuwerous, and had one hundred-fold greater resomces than 
they now have at command, to educate the people. That 
work can Le effected only thl'Ough the aid of the languages 
and ch:nacters in actual use among the people. 

Some men have inveighed in fine speeches, and with all the 
fenor, and also with all the thoughtless inexperience of youth, 
against the waste of time and money in printing correct editions 
of the Persian, Arabic and Sanscrit classics. But though I 
admit that the labours of Dr. \Vilson, Dr. Tytler antl other 
linguists, were by no means directed to sufficiently popular 
o~jects, still I must avow my opinion that it is the super-emi­
nent accomplishments of these gentlemen, and of their predeces­
sors and compeers, and their highly popular and admired labors, 
which have raised up for us a character for liberality and tole­
ration, that is now shielding us from the odium and other ill 
effects of the violent and opprei,sive and unpopular course 
recently adopted by the rnling faction in the Education Com­
mittee. \Vith what genuine delight do the ministers an<l 
chiefs and wakils of this part of India dwell on the thorough 
acquaintance shewn by the author of the works on Hindu au<l 
1\1 nhammadan Law ( who accompanied the late Governor General 
in his tonr) with their language, laws a11d rPligio11 ! \Vith what 
admiration do the maulavis and pandits who have served 
nuder 01· otherwise Lrcome acquainted with Dr. \Vilson, and 
wl1om I have met here and elsewhere, dwell npon the varied 
accomp)ii,J11nents and diotinguished labours of that gentleman ! 

Still, as I have above observed, that gentleman's public 
labours, highly as I value them, do not meet my entire appro­
liation. They might have been made much more useful to a 
much greater number. He had the talent and other means at 
command by which he might have given all that was valuable 
in the learned languages of India, in a popular form, with the 
addition of such impl'Ovements and such new truths iu morals 
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and the abstract i;:ciences, as had been established in the West 
1l'ithin the last few centuries. 

To illustrate the vast superiority of the vemacular langnaies 
ns a means ot' conveyin~ knowledge to the people, and the 
wisdom of availing ourselves of what is good aud useful in their 
own systems, in order to recommend and support what further 
improvements a11d di,scoverics we have to give, I must inform 
yon, and through you your mauy readers, as to the result of the 
experiment made here. A work written by U nkar Bhat in 
Hindi, and in the Hiudi character, entitled" An Elementary 
Treatise on Geography and Astronomy in question and an­
swrr, being a comparison of the Pauranic and Siddhantic 
syslt>ms of the world with that of Copernicus," was recently 
receivPd here. The author, after much patient inquiry and 
mu<'h deliberation and discussion, had given up first the Paura­
nic svstcm fo1· that of the Siddluinb-, and then that of the Si<l­
clhau·ts for that of Copernicus. In writing his scientific dia­
logues, h<' gives all the doubts which had presented themseh·es 
to l1imsclf. He answers them Ly such arguments and by 
,1uoting such authorities as h:ul carried conviction to his own 
miucl. Well acquainted with this su~ject and with all the 
notions and false impressions to be removed, lie addresses 
him,-elf to his ta,;k in a mode which no European gentleman 
coukl llo. He puts forth a work idiomatically writtt>n with all 
the scientific terms in use amongst the J oshis of l ndia, and in 
every respect exactly adapted to the tastes and state of know­
ledge among the people. 

l\Iark the result. As I had many more copies than were re­
quired for the school, I authorized the sale of 100 of them. In 
Jess than five days they were, every one, ~4•l<l, and -the demand 
for more reported to be still urgent ! Brahmans, joshis, 
banyas, patwa1·is, mutasaddis and thakurs, all shewed them­
selvrs equally anxious to possess themselves of the learned 
Bhatjee Mahar~ja's work. Though full oftypographical errors, 
which equally di~appointed the author anil the purchasers, still 
nothing can exceed the popularity of this little book. The 
teaehe r,; of the school a11d the scholars all wanted copies of this 
work to Sl'!Hl to their friends; whilst other work;; on the same 
su~ject, had fow or no recommendations for them. They said 
that the Bhatjce';; work wa;; the only one that their ignorant 
friends would he able to understand. It contained arguments, 
proofs and quotations, they said, that no joshi or even Lrahman 
could gainsay. 

A similar but a much superior and a much more learned 
·work by Soobajee Bapoo on the same subject, was lately 
printed at Bombay. He brings all the weight of his great learn­
iug to the support of the many valuaulc truths, and tbe exposure 
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of all the vu1gar errors connected with his ;;ubject. He derides 
the folly of astrological predictions, of belief in lucky and un­
lucky days: he advocates the ad vantages of travel; he points out 
the advantages of commerce in linking- men of all countries in 
the firm bonds of an intere.ited connexion and frien<liship. The 
work is written in Marhatta, but with a liberal use of all the 
Sanskrit writers, moral as well as asti-ouomical, who have advo--. 
cated any truth under discussion. Here the work has not had 
an extensive sale-it was not expected, the families of Mar­
hattas here being but few. But it has arrested in a most sigual 
manner the attention of the learned Marhaita pandits ancl Sha~­
tds of Oujain, Sagar, Bhilsa and elsewhere. Krishna Rao, the 
superinten<lent of the schools at Sagar, was quite delighted, 
but no less surprised than delighted, at finding that a sys­
tem which his English studies and predilections had dis­
posed him to regard as true, could be so well and so 
admirably supported by their own learned authors.- The 
jo.ihis of the place highly approved of the work : a learned 
shistri was not convinced. One of the best linguists in 
Bombay, well acquainted with the people, their literature and 
wishes,in a letter recently received from him, observes-" Your 
book has caused much interest here-I meau that of Soobajee 
Bapoo : it has been sent to all the jagirdars, and the diwan 
of Angria speaks highly of it : the quotations are much 
admired. One of the shastris of the Hindu College (at Poona) 
is, I am told, going to publish a reply to it, making out that 
the earth is flat, and shewing that the authorities have been 
perverted." 

Here you have pl'Oof of what may be effected b_v addressing 
your doctrines in a language, ~tyle and form adapted to native 
taste. These works are gradually fiuding thrir way, and will 
soon find their way into the hands of all who can read, of all 
the learned in l\lalwa and the Deckan. They are understood 
as they are rend. They will carry conviction, or raise a spirit 
of discussion and inquiry that will tend to elicit the trnth. 
Now I a:sk of yon, when will an equal effect ever be produced 
by means of any English books? how can the same numbet· of 
new facts and new ideas cvet· Le conveyed in the English lan­
guage ot· the Roman character to a whole people, at so small a 
cost-nay, at no expense at all ? 

Let the friends of Eng-li,,h Education not be decei,0ed by the 
interested reports of those men now hired to teach our language, 
who, afraid of losing theit· bread, will vaunt the success of their 
anti-national and suspected labours. Let them take a common­
sense view of the case, take the opinion of the native public, of 
the Reformer, of Junius, of the Friend of India, (who seems to me 
to represent the public feeling most ti-uly on this subject,) and, 
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ncknowleclging their error, join with those learned and wise 
friends of the people. in giving to them all the knowle<lge of Eu­
rope in a popular shape, and further recommended to their 
adoption by all the arguments, proof.-s and authorities afforded 
by the best native classical writers. 

The present system-(how strange that it shoukl have 
originate<l with one whose love for the people ever led him in 
every other question to uphold what was popular and national!) 
is neither popular nor national. It not only does not command 
the vot<'s and ,mpport of the people, but in its operation is 
working- a vast deal of collateral mischief. The very zeal and 
talent and assicluity and cm,t, with which the study of Eng-lish 
is forced on the people, have only magnified our future difficul­
ties in imparting it. An ulterior ol~ject is suspected, and the 
real leade,·s of the people hold aloof. The zeal of those natives 
and stuclents who support the new system is certainly well 
sustained by tl,e promise of service and the like ; but it will 
not do. The time has not yet come. If you want proof of 
what I say, let me call your attention to the M ul,amma<lan peti­
tiou. which, I ohserve in this day's paper, is supportetl by the 
almost unparalleled number of l 8,171 signatures. If the 
Romanizers and the E<lueation Committee, can ob,;el"\'e in this 
no t-ign of the times, no manifestation of the real wishe;; of the 
people, then God ouly knows how it will ever be made mani­
fest to them. Let them shut their eyes and stop their ears. 
Uut the Right Honorable the Governor Geueral in Council to 
whom the petition is addressed will, I fervently pray, manifest 
neithet· t>qual blin<lneA~ nor equal deafness. May wisdom 
guide his steps ! is the prayer, Mr. Editor, of yom· well-wi,:her, 

Malwa, August, 1836. L. W. 
The questions discusst>,l in the preceding paper are both of great im­

portance, and demand the hest attention of our readers. They are par­
ticularly deserving of full l'xamination, now that national education, as 
we hope, is about to be seriously prosecuted by the Supreme Government. 
Our pages are 110w, as they have ever been, fully open to papers on both 
sides of the question.-En.J 

VI.-Notices regarding Hindu Festiuals occurring in dijfer­
ent months. No. 10, October. 

OcToBER IS, 16, 11, 18, 19.-Dui·ga Pu.ju. 

This fo,tival, which is the most popular of all the annual 
festivals held in Bengal, has been so often described that a 
very brief notice of it only will be given. Should any readers 
of the "Oes1mvEn" be desirous of seeing a more detailed ac­
count of it, they arc referred to the late Mr. '\Yard's excellent. 
work on the Hindus. 
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The Durgfr, P~ja is celebrated in honor of the great goddess 
Blwgabnt, the wife of Shib, who is here called Durga on 
a<'count of her having destroyed a terrible giant named Dul'ga, 
who had subdued the three worlds, and compelled the very 
gods to worship him. She also destroyed another famous giant 
1rnmNl 1llahi!jlta, who likewise had overcome the gods in war, 
and rC'dnced them to such a state of indigence that they we1·e 
wandering about the earth like common beg-gars. The wa1·s 
and exploits of this goddess are described at length in a book 
C'alletl C/rnw)i, which is in great repute among the natives, and 
re:ul by them more perhaps than any other of their writing.~. 

The /Jw:qa festival, which was instituted by king Su1·at, 
was orig·iually hel<l in the i-pring; but Ram having in the 
Trela. Y ng- celebrated it in autumn, it has ever since continued 
to he kept at the latter season of the year. 

The image of the goddess is usually malle of clay, in the 
shape of a female with ten arm;;. In one of her rig·ht hands is 
a spear with which she is piercing the giant lllahi!}ha; with 
one of the left, she holds the tail of a serpent and the 
hair of the giant, whose brnast the serpent is biting. Her 
other hands are all filled with different instruments of war. 
Against her right leg leans a lion, and against her left the 
above giant. Her sons, Kfu·tik and Ga~rnsh, with several god­
desses, are often placed by the side of the image. 

The festirnl, this year, commenceR on the 6th day of the 
inC'rease of the moo11, which falls on the 15th of October, aud 
lasts till the 19th. 

On the 15th, a ceremony called Bodltan ( au:akening) is 
performed for the purpose of awaking the goddess, who, as well 
as the other inhabitants of the celestial regions, are supposed 
to be a,.:Jeep since the festirnl called Sha!Jan Ekadash,, dee:crib­
ed in the July number of the Observer. 

On the following day the cel'emouy called Sankalpa (1JOW­

ing) takes place. The officiating priest offers to the goddess, 
represented on this occasion Ly a pan of water, flowers, fruits, 
sweetmeats, &c., pronounciug divers formulas, and make;; a 
solemn promise that on the succeeding days, such a person will 
perform the worship of Du,.ga. 

On the 1 'ith, in the morning, the Prft~tpl'afi~lt,tha or giving 
of life to the idol, follows. This is done by the priest repeat­
ing several incantations and touching the eyes, forehead, cheekg 
and breast of the image with his two forefingers, whilst at the 
same time he utters this prayer-" Let the soul of Dm-ga 
long continue in happiness in this image." The image having 
now become a proper object of worship, quantities of fruits, 
sweetmeats, rice, wearing apparel, &c. are presented to it, and 
crowds of people come to pay their adoration at the shrine and 
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to admire the tinsel and gaudy ornaments with which the 
goddess is adorned. 

The 18th is the day appointed for the bloody sacrifices. It 
is a most revolting sight. The beheading of the bleating 
victims-the blood flowing on every side-the frantic dances of 
the worshippers besmeared with gore-the horrid din of the 
tom-toms arnl the deafening shouts of the multitude-make 
the spectator faucy that he is in the company of <lemons rather 
than of human beings. Buffaloes, goats, and sheep are the 
only animals offered in sacrifice on these occasions. The head 
nlo;1e is presented to the goddess, with some of the blood put 
upon a pl:rntain leaf. The bodies of the sheep and goats are 
used for food by the worshippers, and those of the buffaloes 
are given to the shoemakers and other persons of low caste, 
who deem the flesh of these animals a great dainty. The 
Hindus who are worshippers of Vishnu, not being permittecl 
hy the rnles of their sect to shed blood, offer as 1<ubstitutes for 
living animal:,, pumpkins and sugar-canes, which arc cut in two 
with the !;UCrificial knife before the goclcless. 

On the 19th, the Bi.sa1jan, or casting the image into the 
river, takes place. 'l'_hc priest first dismisses the godde,,;s with 
these words: "0 god<less, I have to the best of my ability 
worshipped thee; now go to thy residence, leaving tl1i.~ lileis,;ing, 
that thou wilt return next year." After tliis, the image ii; 

taken out and placed on a bambu stage, and carried on men's 
shoul<lcrs to the river, where it is put into a boat filled with 
people, who afte1· rowing for a while up an<l down, and exhibit­
ing the most disgusting gestures, let down the idol with all its 
tiusel and decorations into the stream. The people then 
return home to partake of an inebriating Leverage made with 
hemp leaves; and thus the festival closes with scenes, in too 
many instauces, of the mm,t shameful intoxication. 

Immense sums are expended at this pl\ja; and many natives, 
who but too often are deaf to the most pressiug calls of charity, 
will squander thou1-<ancls and tens of thousands of rnpees on this 
occasion alone. 

Few Europeans are aware of the excesfles of all ki111ls com­
mitted, especially at nigl1t, during this festival, of which the 
singing of the most obscene songs aml the performing of the 
most indecent dances, form only a part. It certainly is an 
imperative duty on every Christian to discountenacc to the 
utmost of hi;i power, idolatry and all the revelriefl and demora­
lizing practices to which it gives rise. But, alas ! what a matter 
for regret is it, that instead of doing this, many even among 
the most respectable and influential Euro?ean!'l, hy their attend­
ance at the nautches given at this time, do actually srmction 
idolatry, and contribute in a great measure to the coutiuuauce 
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of all the ahominations connc:'ctcd with the Durga Puja ; fo1· 
it is wc>ll known, that scYcrnl of the most e11lighh•ned natives 
would loug ago ham CPased celeLrnt.i11g it, were it 11ot that 
their vanity ii; Aattered by the presence of the distinguished 
guests who honor them with their company. 

Ocroot:R 2i.-K(!iJga1· Lakl,.IJmi P,,Ja. 
This festival iseelelirated at the foll moon in honor of Lnkh!/mi 

the _g-oddess of wealth and prn.~p(•rity. ThP, wor.~hip i"1 generally 
1wrformcd before a corn-basket painted red, an<l surroundC'<l Ly 
four 1,lantain trees. 8ometimes, however, an image is made in 
the shape of a handsome female sitting on the water-Iii_,·. hold­
ing a necklace in her left haIHI, and spreading ont the right to 
be,-tow her blessing. The Hindus arc niry particnlar in wor­
sl1ipping Lakhymi, scarcC'ly enr omitting- to pay her due 
homage ; and her favor, as being the giver of tempornl pros­
pc>rity, i,- ,:ought more cag!>rly Ly thPm than that of such gods 
or godde:-ses as reward their votaries only in the next world. 

'l'he wor~hippcrs im·ariably drink cocoannt water at this 
frstival, an<l generally spc111l the whole night in listening to 
filthy songs and the souud of the noisy instrnmeuts used by 
th11 Hindu musicians. 

'fhe public offices will be closed this year at the Dm·ga 
I'ujli from the 15th October to the ~~nd. L. 

VII.-.An .Alphabet of Scriptm·e Passages for tlie Young. 
A soft answer turneth away wrath. 
8 elieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 
C hrist bath redeemed us from the curse of the Law. 
Depart from evil and <lo good: seek peace and ensue it. 
E vii communications corrupt good manners. 
F aith without works is dead, being alone. 
God is light, and in him is no da1·kness at all. 
Happy is the man whom God correcteth. 
I n patience possess ye your souls. 
J ust and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. 
K eep not company with the wicked. 
L ove worketh no ill to his neighbou1·. 
l\I ercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. 
N one of them that trust in God shall be desolate. 
0 ut of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
P repare to meet thy God. 
Q uench not the S11irit, despise not prophesyings. 
R emember thy Ca·eator in the days of thy youth. 
S ee that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise. 
Take heed and beware of covetousness. 
Understanding is a well-sp1·ing of life to him that hath it. 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. 
lV ait on the Lord and keep his way. 
'X cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
Y ouog men and maidens, praise the Lord. 
Z ion shall be redeemed with juclgment. 
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REVIE\V. 

RAMASEF.ANA; or a Vocabulm·y of tlie peculia,· language 
used by the Thugs ; with an Introduction and Appendi.v, 
desr:riptii:e of the system pm·sued by that Fraternity, and 
of the measures il'hich have been adopted by the Supreme 
Government of India for its supzn·ession. Calcutta : G. 
H. H uttmann, Military Orphan P1·ess. I 836. 

This work appears, from the Preface, to have been compiled 
by Captam \V. H. Sleeman, General Superintendant of the 
establishment for the suppression of Thuggee; and exhibitino·, 
al" it does, to the life, a system of murder and rapine the mo~t 
diabolical and unrelenting to be found in the whole historv 
of fallen man, will be found deserving of the close examina­
tion of e\'ery one interested in the civilization, enlightenment 
and evangelization of India. The horrors ofThuggee are, we are 
persuaded, beyond the utmost conception previously formed of 
it, almost exceeding belief, and such as to awaken every mingled 
sentiment of indignation and commiseration-a commiseration 
extended as well to the perpetrntors as to the victims of this 
:;i.wfol trn.de of blood, for which argument enough will present 
itself in its place. 

In the endeavour to place before the readers of the Clu·is­
tian Ol!sen·er a succinct view of the system, now for the first 
time exhibited in all its characters of darkness and cruelty, 
we feel ourselves at a loss where to begin and what to select. 
l\Iany will not, it is probable, have the opportunity of seeing 
the work itself, and therefore we cannot satisfy ourselves with 
a slight notice of it. On the other hand, our space will not 
permit us to do much more than present the outlines of the 
information collected by Captain Sleeman. Our difficulty is 
the greater, as, unfortunately, the work itself is ill dige8ted :­
the same cases are referred to in several different parts of the 
work far separated by intervening matter ; official documents 
are intermingled with the most interesting details of occur­
rences; and ihe thread of history is sadly broken Ly much 
that is immediately irrelevant. For instance, we sat down 
to note, from page to page, the case8 of actual murder succes­
sively enumerated ; but after much labour were compelled to 
desist, from finding the same instances recurring in different 
places, and many Ro indefinitely stated ihat we were unable to 
decide whether they were really new cases or old ones re-stated. 
,v e are strongly of opinion, tLat a compendiou8 digest of this 
large volume, which consist.~ of not fewer than 785 octayo pages, 
arranged under di::tinct heads so as to put the public in pos-
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session of a clear view of the history, charncler, ancl act8 of 
the Thugs-of the menns employed for the suppression of the 
system, and the deg1·ee in which those means have as_ yet b~e~1 
found effectual, would be purcha;;ed largely, rea<l ,nth av1d1-
ty, and awaken the whole sense and heart of India, of tho 
Government and the nation at home, to an atrocious system 
by which thousands on thousands annually of the unhappy na­
tives of our own dominions, have been immolated to the demons 
of murder and cupidity, and that fo1· ages. \Ve throw this hint 
out, in the hope that either Captain Sleeman him~elf or some 
other individual having the requisite leisure and information, 
may be induced to supply the desilleratum. 

\Ve shall put our remai·ks in the following order, arranging 
our extracts accordingly: viz.-

I ~- The nature and cha1·acter of the system here exposed 
-what is Thuggee-and who are the Thugs whose trnde it 
denotes? 

The word Thag (t~ in Bengali) signifies a cheat, a. rogue, 
a deceiver, sharper; one who deals with cunning for purposes 
of gain. The Thag, then, is one who lives by deceit and 
murder, a1·tfully inveigling his victims, whom he first deprives 
of life and then rifles. So strictly is this the case, that we are as­
sured they never plunder any whom they have not fhst mur­
dered ! They are called also Phansigars; i. e. those who 
practise the use of the Pltansi or noose, from the usual mode 
of depriving their hapless victims of life, which is by strang­
ling them, mostly with a cloth in the manner of a noose or 
slip-knot. The Trade is accordingly called indifferently Thagi 
or Phansigiri, though the terms prevail severally in different 
regions where this practice exists. 

The origin of Thuggee is not clearly ascertained: it is by 
Captain Sleeman thought to have commenced with certain, 
vagrant bands of Mahammadan maraudere:, who are stated 
hy Therenot, in the sixteenth century, to have infested the 
roads between Delhi and Agra. It found a genial soil in the 
debased and superstitious Hindus, and has extended itself 
over nearly the whole of India ! 

"The practice all over India of sending remittances in the precious 
metals ancl jewels, whenel'er the rate of exchange makes it in the snmllest 
degree Jlrofita!)le to do so, by men on foot and in disguise, without anv 
guard or arms tu defend themselves,-the necessity of eh-awing recrnits for 
ou1· armies from distant provinces, ancl of granting a certain uortion leave 
to revisit their homes every year during the hot season, whe,; they set out 
every morning before daylight in order to avoid the heat of the sun during 
the day ;-the mode oftrnvelling on foot or on small ponies,almost univer­
sal among those who hal"e occasion to make long journeys, of whatever rank 
or condition ;-their mode of providing and dressing their own food under the 
sharle of trees by the way side, without that communication with thei people 
of the towns through which they pas~, which could enable their friends to 

Y. ::I z 
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trace them "·hen they disappear ;-the long tracts of grass and wood jungle 
through which all the roads pass ;-the little appearance of road that is any 
'll·here to be found, ancl the consequent facility with which they are led aside 
by bye-paths into places chosen for murder ;-the number of such places 
in wood and 1/:rass jungles, ri1·ers, ravines and wat{'r-comses by which 
e,·ery road is intersected or bordered ;-the unreser1·ed manner in which 
traYellers of the same caste mix aud communicate, and the facility with 
which men ran feign different castes ;-the right of search every where as­
i;umed by custom.house officers, which obliges travellers to display the 
nature and rnlue of the property they carry ;-the paucity of commercial 
intercourse between towns along any of the great lines of road leading 
from and to the great seats of our civil and military establi~hmenh, in 
a country where every dllage produces what its population llemands, and 
consumes al:nost all that it produces sa,·e its raw agricult~ral produce ;­
the slow rate of the transit where all produce is carried upon bullocks, 
and, consequently, the little chance the assassin has of being overtaken and 
interrupted in his opnations ;-all these and many other circumstancea 
peculiar to the country, favored the growth of this system, and caused it 
to spread from one end of India to the other." 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
That it is a system, in the strictest sense of the term, is esta-

blished ; for, 
I. The Thugs form a fraternity enjoined to secrecy and 

mutual fidelity by oaths and religious ( !) formalities. 
9l. They use a peculiar dialect or slang, by which, with 

occasional variations, all their bands throughout all parts of 
India, are enabled to communicate one with another without 
being understood by any not members of the body. 

3. Like the Freemasons, they have certain secret signs in 
use among them, by which, without speaking, they may dis­
cover a brother, or communicate information. 

4. Their invariable mode of procedure is to inveigle travel­
lers into solitary spots apt for their terrific purposes, and there 
to murder and rob them. 

5. They are divided into separate bands under distinct 
leaders, and each band is formed into classes or orders of duty, 
honor and emolument. These are, 1st, the jamadar; 9lndly, 
the strangler; Sdly, the assistant, who holds the feet and 
hands of the victims; 4thly, the bulk of the party, who aid, 
when necessary, in the bloody work, or who explore and bring 
intelligence, inveigle travellers, keep watch against discovery, 
&c. 

6. They observe certain superstitious forms of worsl1ip. 
Kali or Devi or Bhawar,i-all names of'the same hideous deity 
-is the goddes~ they adore, a goddess worthy of such cruel 
and mmderous ,·otarie,;. They are exceedingly superstitious, 
being greatly addicted to seek for omens, of wliich they have 
clas;.ined a great man~\ and arranged their good or evil signi­
ficancy: these are chiefly the movements au1l calls of certain 
animals, as jackals, tiger:-, vullures, cats, &c. ; aud they never 
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,et out upon any expedition of Thttggee without performing 
their horrible and senseless demon-worship, in which a sacred 
pick-axe for grave-digging, duly consecrated, acts a distinguish­
ed part :-they deem it endued by Kala with prophetic move­
ments, by which it changes the direction of its point, ~wims on 
water, obeys the call of the leader, &c., an<l points out the road 
to be taken with a prospect of success. 

7. Thugs never prey upon each other-but if any one 
among them betray the secrets of the body or give informa­
tion leading to the detection of a gang, he is pursued to death 
most unrelentingly and most surely. 

8. They except certain castes or classes of persons from 
among the objects of their prey-of whom are women, washer­
men, musicians, dancers, oilmen, bards, a man with a cow, 
maimed or leprous persons, &c. : these the rules of the Pra­
ternity prohibit the Thugs from victimizing; and to the oc­
casional disregard of the prohibition of late years, i. e. as they 
themselves express it, to their declension from the strictness of 
their religious obligations (!) they attribute the disasters that 
have befallen them in the detection and punishment ofso many 
of them by the system the Supreme Government have put in 
movement. 

9. Though they never mu,·der but for booty, and pursue 
only such as they are led to believe carry about them money 
or money's worth, yet the smallest tri8.e is sufficient to sanc­
tion the strangling of any unhappy traveller whom they may 
fall in with. " Eight annas," they 8ay, " is a very good re­
muneration for murdering a man. \Ve often strangle a vic­
tim who is suspected of having two pice ! !" 

10. " It is a mai.:im with these assassins, (observes Cap­
tain Sleeman,) that 'dead men tell no tales;' and upon this 
maxim they invariably act. They permit no living witness 
to their crimes to escape, and therefore never attempt the 
murder of any party until they can feel secure of being able 
to murder the whole. They will travel with a party of un­
suspecting travellers for days, and even weeks together, eat 
with them, sleep with them, attend divine worship with them 
at the holy shrines oo the road, and live with them on the 
closest terms of intimacy, till they find time and place suitable 
for the murder of the whole !" 

Can imagination coneeive aught more appalling than the 
fact, that a race of hereditary assassins, murderers and robbers 
not by profession merely, but under tbe supposed sanction of 
religion, guided and encouraged by a hideous superstition, 
formed into a fraternity bound to each other by solemn vows, 
using a secret language and employing significant actions for 
communicating intelligence, have been for ages pursuing their 

3z2 
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theadfnl trade o·\/er almost the who]e smface of India, infest­
ing the public roads, a1luring, by the most consummate al"l, 
confiding travellers into thei1· snares, not singly only but by 
tens and thirties, and often e,•en in much greater numbers, 
following them for days and weeks together till a suitable 
time and place for the diabolical consummation be found, in­
sinuating themseh·es meanwhile into not only the confidence 
but the goo<l-will of their unsuspecting victims-travelling, 
eating, conversing, slreping,-nay, performing religious wor­
sl1ip with them, only the more secnrely to destl'oy by lulling 
them into unsuf-piciousness and security! 

i §. The numbers of this horrid fraternity cannot be as­
certained. By Captain Sleemau's " tahles of the results of the 
judicial trials which have taken place at different places since 
the operations for the supp1·ession of Thuggee commencecl," it 
appears tlia.t from 189:!6 to 1835, i. e. in 11 years, not fewer than 
)562 prisoners were committed as Thugs-of whom 382 have 
suffered death, 909 have been transported, 77 imprisoned for 
Jite, 2L on security, 71 imprisoned for various terms,-making 
a total of 1450 convicted and punished; while 21 have been ac­
quitted, 11 escaped befol'e sentence, 31 died before sentence, 
and 49 turned approvers, i. e. king's evidence. He says-

" The extent of good above described has been effected by the arrest 
of above two thousand Thugs, who have been tried at Indore, Hydrabad, 
Saugol', and Jubulpol'e. One hundred and fifty have been tried and con. 
'\licte<l at Indore, eighty-four at Hydrabad; and at Saugor and Jubul. 
pore above twelve hundred have been convicted, in one hundl'ed and 
sixty.seven trials, of the murdel' of nine hundred and forty.seven pel'­
sons; while about t1ro hundred and fifty have, in all these tri11ls at In. 
<lore, Hydrabad, Saugor and Juhulpol'e, been admitted as king's evidences 
on the condition of exemption from the punishment of death and trnns. 
11ortation beyond seas for all past offences, provided they placed all those 
offences on record when requil'ed to do so, and assisted in the arrest of 
their associates in crime." 

An estimate may be formed of their probable number over 
tl1e whole country by their ascertained number in one spot. 
In p. 153 of the Appendix is given "the number of Thug 
families" of one distinet class or caste, called Sin<lous Thug~, 
"·ho were taxed by the Gwalior State, amounting to no fewer 
than S 18 ! The real number, however, was 440 houses. 

"Jn each of these three hundred and eighteen houses we may allow 
an average of three men capable of going on Thuggee. Thus the Sin­
dous Thugs may be fairly estimated at nine hundred and fifty-fou1·, 
particularly as the tax was levied on the houses and not on the persons." 

So that if 440, the actual number of villages, be multiplied 
by 3, the estimated average of men in a family capable of go­
iug on Thuggee. we have no fewer than 13::i?0 persons (besides 
their families) living in one single spot-living Ly see1·et mur­
der, and able to pay a tax to the Gwalior State of' Rs. 8000 
yearly! 
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3 §. The nmount of murders committed, doubtless, greatly 
exceeds those that have Leen clearly ascertained : yet of these 
we read-

" These men :ue commonly tried for one particular case of murder, 
perpetr11tcd on one expedition, in which case all the gang may have 
pnrtidpated, and in which the evidence is the most complete. On an 
a\'crnge, more than ten of these cases have been found to occur on every 
expedition; and every man has, on an average, been on more than ten 
of these expeditions. The murders fol' which they are h·ied, are not, 
therefore, co111monly more than a hundredth part of the murders they 
l,a,•e perpetrated in the course of their career of crime. In the last 
Sessions held at Jubulpore by ~fr. Smith for 1834-35, thirty-six cases 
from Hydrabad, committed by (;aptain Reynolds, and forty-two cases 
from other parts, committed by myself, were tried, and two hundred and 
six prisoners convicted of the munle1· of fou1· hund1·ed and forty persons. 
Of these persons the bodies of three hundred and ninety had been disin­
terred and inquests held upon them, lea,·ing only fifty.five unaccounted 
fo1•." 

• * •• ~ * * *. *. 
"In one of his reports, the l\la~istrate of Chittur observes-' I belie1·e 

that some of the Phansigars have been concerned in above two hundred 
murders ; nor will this estimate appear ext1·arngant, if it be remembe1·ed, 
that murder was thefr pl'Ofession, frequently theil' only means of gaining 
a subsistence: every man of fifty years of age, has probably been actively 
engaged during twenty.five years of his life in murder, and on the most 
moderate computation, it may be reckoned, that he has made one excur. 
sion a yea,·, and met each time with ten victims ! ! !'" 

* • • • * * * * • 
"It is not possible toconjecturewithanydegree of accuracy what number 

of persons have annually fallen victims, in the Company's tenitories (in the 
1\1 adras P1·esidency) to the barbarous practices of Phansigars. That for the 
last four or 6.ve years ( to 1811) they have amounted to several hundred each 
year, I have no doubt ; but it is certain that formerly a much greater number 
of persons were annually killed by Phiinsiga1·s. This account will not per. 
haps appear exaggerated, if it he admitted (and the fact has been proved) 
that there are many considerable gangs of these people who live by mur­
der and robbery; if it should be objected that we seldom hear of persons 
being murdered or missing, it must be recollected that it is only in cases 
of large sums of money being lost (as when Lieutenant Blackstone's peo. 
pie, seven in number, were murdered and a thousand Pagodas taken) that 
inquiry is excited respecting missing people. Jt is travelle1·s only who 
are murdered, and many of them poor people, whose disappearance is pro. 
bahly ne,·er mentioned out of their own families, who may not attribute 
their death to the true cause. They murder even coolies, palanqueen 
boys, fakirs, and bairligis: no one escapes whom they have an oppo1·­
tunity of murdering: the chance is, that every man has a rupee or two 
about him in money or clothes, and with them the most trifling sum is a 
sufficient inducement to commit murder. The property of the eleven 
persons lately murdered by the gang apprehended in the zamindari of 
Calastry, did not exceed in value thirty pagodas; and though several of 
the bodies were found, none of their friends have been discovered." 

So that we have above the astounding fact, established by ac­
tual cases of convicted murderers, that moo Thugs had, in the 
space of 11 years, taken the lives of 94,700 individuals. In the 
twQ years ofl834-35, ::206 prisoners were convicted of 440 mur-
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ders, which would in the same proportion of l O murders to 
a conviction, give the aclditional number of 44,000 murders; 
a total in the same sho1·t period of 11 years of l ,38, 700 in­
dividuals deprived of life through this atrocious system, and 
under our own eyes! Human imagination cannot exceed 
the horrors of such a detail of positive fact judicially ascer­
tained ; nature shudders at the recital, and would fain believe 
the amount of crime and mi8ery unspeakably exage>·erated: 
yet there it stands incapable of being doubted, ope1~ to the 
senses-how frightful is the conviction! Good God! have these 
awful occurrences taken place unde1· a Christian government, 
and was it even unsuspected almost, because the whisper,,.: of 
the existence of such a system were heard with an incredulity 
most natural indeed, but most fatal! Sipahis travelling on 
furlough appear to form a large portion of the victims to this 
diabolical system, and not a year has past in which numbe1·s 
have not disappeared. 

If Lord William Bentinck, in addition to the abolition of 
Sati, had set on foot the operations for the suppression of Thug­
gee alone,-nay, though it should be shewn, that he had com­
mitted errors in judgment far more serious even than have been 
attributed to his administration, he would seem as an angel 
from heaven to succour and comfort suffering humanity, and 
would have entitled himself to everlasting honor among men, 
to the gratitude of all India and of the worhl, to the profound­
est admiration and respect of philanthropists and legislators, 
and to the affectionate esteem of every sincere Christian who 
loves his fellow man, of every shade and nation and condition. 

It is among the most inscrutable of the mysteries of Pro­
vidence, that such crimes and sufferings should be permitted: 
yet are they no ground for impeaching the rectitude, the 
wisdom, or the benevolence of his divine rule, until, at least, 
we have first determined the question of the origin, existence, 
and permission of all evil, natural and moral, under the eye 
and government of an omniscient, all-powerful and all-gracious 
Being, the maker, ruler, an<l ju<lge of all intelligent an<l moral 
creatures. 

Hut while there is here a fresh call upon Christians for adoring 
humility and for a believing confidence, the only comfort under 
what we cannot understand yet feel to be so afflictive, that the 
" Judge of all the earth will do right" - the whole body of 
Christians everywhere is equally called upon by a voice as from 
heaven, and with an energy that no wo1·ds can embody, to hold 
out the helping hand of mercy and to succour " the soulti ap· 
pointed else to die"-to arrest the hand of the secret assas­
sin that skulks in every path, anll to rescue his hapless prey­
to send the gospel of Christ into every district and town and 
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village, that heaven-given and sovereign moral panacea,tl1etrue 
and only 1·emedy for the mis<~ries ofruan, effectively corrective of 
his vices by putting an end to the miserable infatuations ofa 
blinded and superstitious people, whose very deitie~ are positive 
identifications of all wickedness, and their worship essential im­
purity, cruelty, and unrighteousness. Awal<e thee, Christian, to 
the call of God, of conscience, of charity, of mercy, and deliver 
the souls and bodies of your fellow men " from going down to 
the pit"-losiug at once the life that now is and, must we not 
awfully apprehend, of that which is to come ? since the murder­
ers and the murdered are, without doubt, alike the slaves of sin, 
the willing servants of unholy and malicious demons, " without 
God, without Christ,'' and, to an immeasurable extent, " with­
out hope in the world !" 

4 §. One of the worst parts of the system is that of River 
Thuggee, which appea1·s to be practised from Calcutta to Patna 
almost daily, and under our own eyes! The River Thugs of 
Bengal are said to be chiefly found in the districts of Bankura 
and Burdwan. This mode of plying the bloody trade, is to 
purchase or hire boats, which are always kept particularly 
clean and inviting. In these the mangie and boatmen are all 
disguised Thugs ;....!others of the gang act the part of land-tra­
vellers, who fall in as it were with wayfarers, and entering into 
conversation with them, induce them eventually to propose 
themselves or accede to a proposition from the decoyers to 
pursue their journey by water. The thug-uoat, of course, is 
recommen<led, and with much art the victims are ailured to 
enter it : once entered, they never escape ! 'fhe thug-boat is 
like those caverns of the damned, over the gates of which the 
Italian poet imagines to be inscribed the terrific sentence-

Lasciate ogoi speraoza voi che eotrate-
, Leave hope behind, all ye who enter.' The usual mode is to push 
out at once into the stream, to occupy the attention of the tra­
vellers by singing or conversation, and watching an opportunity 
when no other boats are near, hastily to strangle the poor 
wretches. To make su1·e of the work, their backs are also broken, 
:md the most sensible parts of the body bruised by kicks, and then 
from a doo1· in the side the bodies are pushed into the stream. No 
blood is shed, because the water would thereby be discoloured 
and murder evident-while, by the course pursued, each floating 
body is passed by without heed or suspicion as the carca,,s of 
some poor mortal who Jied naturally, that was, from want of 
means or concern, only nominally burnt and sent into the stream 
to find its last home in dissolution ! The heart sickens at such 
recitals; and but fo1· the necessity of exhibiting the evil that it 
may be corrected, the reader must positively desist from the 
very excess of horror, There are ascertained to be 222 River 
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Thugs plying their trade of blood in eighteen boats, who pass 
up and down the Ganges during the period from November 
to February annually. 

5 §. Nothing se1·ves so much to exhibit the deep-rooted 
evil of the system a~ the facts following:-

I st. That the miserable murderers have no conscience of 
the enormity of their sin; rather, that it is with them the regu­
lar course of their allotted mode of life, prescribed, encouraged, 
and favoured by the deity tlHiy serve. "The Thug associations," 
(observes Captain Sleeman,)" which we arE' now engaged in sup­
pressing, have been taught by those whom they revere as the ex­
pounders of the will of their deity, that the murders they perpe­
trate are pleasing to her, provided they are perpetrated under 
certain restrictions, attended by certain observances, and preced­
ed and followed by certain rites, sacrifices, ancl offerings. The 
deity who, according to their belief, guides and protects them, is 
ever manifesting her will Ly signs ; and as long as they under­
stand and observe these signs, they all consider themselves as 
acting in conformity to her will; and, consequently, fulfilling he1· 
wishes and designs. On all occasions and in all i;ituations they 
believa these signs to be available, if sought after in a pure spirit of 
faith, and with the prescribed observances; ~nd as long as they 
are satisfied that they are truly interpreted and faithfully obey­
ed, they never feel any dread ofpunislunent eithe1· in this world 
or the next." 

" There are Thugs at Juhulpore from all quarters of India; from 
Lodheeana to the Carnatic, and from the lndus to the Ganges. Some of 
them have been in the habit of holding, what I may fail'ly call um·eservetl 
communication with European gentlemen for more than twelve years; 
and yet there is not among them one who doubts the divine o,-igin of the 
~yslem of Thuggee-not one who doubts, that he and all who have followed 
the trade of murder with the prescribed rites and obserrnnces, were 
acting under the immediate orders and auspices of the goddess Ded, 
Durgli, Kali, or Bhawani, as she is indifferently called, and consequently 
there is nut one who feels the slightest remor;;e fu1· the murders which he 
may, in the course of his voc,1tion, have perpetrated or assisted in perpe­
trating. A Thug considers the persons murdt>red precisely in the light of 
victims offered up to tl:e goddess ; and he remembers them, as a pl'iest of 
Jupiter remembered the oxen, and a priest of Saturn the children sacrific­
ed upon their altars. He me!litates his murders without any mi,;giving~,­
he perpetrates them without any emotions of pity, and he rememhen 
them without any feelings of remo1·se. They trouble not his dreams, nor 
does their recollection ever cause him inquietude in darknes;;, in solitude, 
or in the hour of death." 

Jn conversations held with Thugs, Captain Sleeman elicited 
their own actual notions and feelings on these and other points. 

" Q.-Do you ever recollect any misfortune arising from going on when 
a hare crossed the road before you ? 

" Nasir, of Singlwpore.-Yes; when Gene1·al Doveton commander! the 
troops at Jhalna we were ad,·ancing towards his camp; a hare crossed tho 
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road • we disrl'a:mled the omen, though the hare actually scrraml'd in 
cn,~sirnz;, and w;11t on. The very nt'xt day I, with seventeen of 0111· gang, 
were s·l•ize«l; aml it \l'as ll'ith grPat diffillulty an,l ,lplay tloat ll'e i.:ot our 
relea,e. ,ve load killed some people helo11giog to the troops, Lut furtu-
natl'lr none of their property was found upon us. . 

"(J.-And you thinl< these signs are all mandates from the deity, and 
if propl•rlr atti•rule,I to, no harm can befall you ? 

" 1Ya,·ir.-· Certainly; 110 one douhts it; ask any body. How could 
Thu";; ha,,. otlie1·wise prospered? Ha,·e they not e,·eryll'here heen pro .. 
tect;d as Ion;; as t.hey have attended religiously to their rules?" . . . . . • . . . .. .. . 

"Q.-But if there was Ruch a deity as Bhuwri11i, and she Wl'l"e your 
l':•trn111:".~• how could she allow me and others to seize aud punish so many 
J huu-~: 

" 1V ,.,ir.-1 ha1•e a hundred times heard my fathel' and othel' oltl aml 
wi«• nwn sav, 11·hen we had killed a sweeper and other\\'ise infringe1l 
thl'ir r11lPs, ihat ll'e should be some day punished for it; that the Euro­
pt'au rnh•rs woulil he made the in~truments to chastise 11;; for our disregard 
of ulllt.'11", .ill(\ neglect of the rules laid down for our guidance." 

* * • * • • ~ * ~ * * 
" Suhib.-There h:we been se,·eral gurdies (inroad,) upon Thuggee, 

hut tl.1•v h,ll'e ended in nothing Lut the punishment of a felV; and, ns 
N,,siJ- ~;;ys, we ha\·e heard our fathers a11d sages predict these things as 
puui .. lmu!llts fo1· onr transgression of prescribed rules; Lut none of them 
el'er said tl.at Thuggee would be done away with. 

" Q.-But tell me freely; do you think we shall annihilate it? 
"Sahib.-How can the hund of man do awav ll'ith the works of God?" • ~ • • • • • • * * • * 
"Q.-And you believe that if you we1·e th murder without the obsen·­

ance of the omens and regulations, you would be punished both in this 
world and the next, like other men ? 

•· Sut.ib.-C~rtainly; no man's family e,·e1· sunives a mu1·,ler: it 
becomes Pxtinct. A Thug who murders in this way, )uses the children he 
has, and is never blessed with more. 

'· Q.-Jn the ~arne manner as if a Thug hail murdered a Thug? 
"Sahi/J.-Precisely; he cannot escape punishment. 
" Q.-And when you ohservl' the omens and rules, you neither feel a 

dread of punishment here nor hereafte1·? 
" Su/iib.-~•fo1·er. 
" Q.-And do you ne1·e1· feel sympathy for the persons murdered,-ne,•er 

pity or compunction? 
.. Suliib.-Never. 
" Q.--· How can you murder old men and young children without some 

emotions of pity-calmly and deliberately as they sit \\'ith you and con­
i-erse with you,-and tell you of their pri,·ate affairs,-of their hopes and 
fear~,-and of the wives and children they are going to meet after years 
of absence, toil and suffering ? 

"A.-From the time that the omens have been favorahle, we consider 
them as victims thrown into ou1· hands hy the deity to be killed ; and that 
we <1re the mere instl'ument in her hands to de,t1·oy them: that if we do 
not kill them, she will never be again propitious to us, and we and our 
families will he involved in rnise1·y and want. 

" Q.-And you can sleep as soundly hy the bodies or t)l'er the gra1•es of 
those you have murdered, and eat your meals with as much appetite as 
ever? 

" Saltib.-Just the same ; we sleep and eat just the saml', unless we are 
afraid of being discovered. 

V. 4 A 
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"Q.-Aml when you sec or hear a had omen, von think it i~ tl1e order 
of the deity not to kill the trnnllers you have with you or are in pursuit 
of? 
ob;~~'.d,ib.-Yes ; it is the order not to kill them, and we dare not dis. 

* • • • • * * • * • • 
"Q.--That is, you think an institution formed by Devi, the goddess, 

rannot be supprnssed hy the hand of man? 
" N11.~i1·.-Certainlv I thi11k so. 
"Q.-But you thii1k that no man is killecl hy man's killing "admeeke 
, I I " J ,i1a1·ne se nocr• murta nur1ee11 ;_ that all who are strangled, are strangled, in 

effect, by God. 
'' .lVa~ir.-Certainlv. 
"Q.-Then hy wht>,e killing havl' all the Thugs wl10 have been hung 

at Saugor mul Juhulpore been killed? 
"Nasi1· -Gocl's of course. 
"Q.-You think that we could never have caught and executed them 

bnt bv the aid of God ? 
".Nasir.-Certainly not. 
"Q.-The11 you think that so far we have been assisted by God in what 

we have done? 
'· Na.iir.-Yes. 
"Q.-And you are satisfie,J that we should not hnve ventured to do 

what we ha"e ii one, unless we we1·e assured that our God was working with 
us, or rather that we were the mere instruments in his hands? 

" 1Vasii'.-Yes, I am. 
" Q.-Thcn do you not think that ,re mRy go on with the same assur:mce 

till the wurlc we have in hand is done; till, in short, the system ofTlrng­
gee is suppressed? 

"Nusir.-God is Almighty ! 
"Q.-And there is but one God? 
"Nasir.-One God above all gods. 
"Q.-And if that God abo,·e all gods supports us, we shall succeed ? 
"Nasir.-Certainly. 
" Q.-Then we are all satisfied that he is assisting us, and therefore 

hope to succeed even in the Duckun ? 
"Nusfr.-God only knows!" 

* • * • • * • * 
"Q.-Are you never afraid of the spirits of the persons you murder? 
"Nasir.-Never; they cannot trouble us. 
" Q.- Why? Do they not trouhle other men when they commit mur­

der? 
" ,Vasir.-Of cour~e they do. The man who commits a munler is always 

haunted by spirits. Ile has sometimes fifty at a time upon him, and they 
dri,·e him mad. 

" Q.-And how do they not trouble you? 
"Nrisir.--Are not the people we kill, killed hy the orders of Dei:i? 
"Kuleerm,·- Yes, it is Ly the blessing of Devi that we escape that 

evil. 
"Dorgl,a.-Do not all whom we kill go to Paradise, and why should 

their spirits stay to trouble u8? 
"/naent.-A g·ootl deal of our security from spirits is to be attributed 

to the 1·oomal (handkerchief) with which we strangle. 
• ,; Q.-1 did not know that there was any ,·irtue in the roomal. 

"Iurwn/.-ls it not our sildca, (ensign) as the pick-axe is our nishan, 
(slar;c\,ml)? . . 

" Fn·ingPea.-1\lore is attributalJle to the pick.axe. Do we not worslup 
it enry ~tventh day? Is it not our standard ? Is its soun,I -ever heard 
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when di1n1;ing the gra,·e by any but a Thug? Anti cnn any 11111n even swca1· 
to a folsehood upon it? . . 

"Q.-Aml no othel' instrument would ans1"er, you thmk, for making 
the graves? 

",V ,.ei1·.-llow could we dig gra\'l'S with any other instruments? Thi~ 
is th,• 11111• a11poi11tetl by Devi iind consec1·ated, and we shoultl never have 
sul'Vived the attempt to use any other.'' 

* * * * * * * * 
" Q.-\Vhen you have a poor traveller with you, or a party of trnvellers 

who appear to have little property about them, and you heal' or see a very 
good omen, ,lo you not let them go. in the hope that the virtue of the 
omt>n will guide you to better prey? 

"flqrgfw, (l\lusulman.J-Let them go-never, ne1·c1· !-liuuftee nuheeu, 
kubhP.e nu.keen. 

"Na~-ir, ( l\fusulmao, of Telingana.)-How could we l~t them go? Is 
not the goo,l omen the order from heaven to kill tl>em, and "·oul,l it not 
be disohedience to let them go? If we did not kill tlu:m, should we eve1· 
get any more travellel's ?" 

QuJ. That it has been and is connived at and enconragc,l 
by nath·e powers, zemindars, policemen in our service (!) and 
others benefittiug by it in the shape of p1·esents 01· taxes. The 
work of Captain Sleeman abounds in proots and examples of 
this appalling fact :-

" There cao l.,e no doubt that such persons are allowed to 1·eside in J11-
gnmunpo1·e; as in April last, when in camp near to that place, the Umlah 
of my court visited the place, and the hou,es of the Th,l£1'S sit11ate1l 
close under the Raja'~ fort were pointed out to them among the other 
curiosities. :Sothin~ like concealment was attempte1!, they being told 
' the,·e are so many of this cast, aml so many of that, and thei-c you see 
one hundred houses of Thugs.'" 

¼ * * * * * ¼ * 
"The sum collected from Thug-sat Sindouse wa,; five thousand rnpees 

per anuurn, making the n11mbe1· of houses two hw1dred; hut must of these 
houses, in Ol'der to evade the tax, contained three or four Thug-,, besid<!s 
theil' women and chH1h-en. The probal,le number of Thug, might at a lo,v 
rate he cousidered -lOO ! ! ! Merchants came from Ben,1res to purchase 
theiL· spoils at a cheap rate.'' 

1f, • 1f "If, • • «· :I- .. 

"I knew the iuhabitants of the Thannahs through which it passes, to 
bear, rathe1· a bad character fo1· plunder, particulady uf l,oats, a,; is ,tat,,,! 
al,ove aud ,vas convinced I hat the men had been murderecl, an,! that mauy 
others must have shared the same fate :-as it wa~ impossil,lr. that s•1ci1 
crimes would have been committed, ancl 11e1·e1· hea1·d of, without the con­
nivance and gross negligence of the Police Officers of Goolti1w111we au,l 
Cusmer." 

0 

t:"') 

.x, * .. .. .. * " 
"Native Hindoo P1·inces hardly eve1· punishPd these people unless they 

had 1,y some accideut murdered some priest or public officer of the court, 
in whom they felt particulady interested. \Vhile their g-rief 01· resent­
ment last.ed, they were seized and [IUllished, hut 110 lougrr. 

* * Q Q Q Q Q ft 

'l'lte ~Ia_gi;;trate of Samu says-" Tt was illlpo~~iLle th:it 
SnC'h crimes could have been C'ommittcd anti 1wvcr lwal'(l of, 
without the conuivauce and gru.,s ucgligcnce of the Police ot~ 
ficers. I suspended them all." 

4..i.Q 
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Of Rome wl10 were seized, Captain Sleeman observes :-
" They allrg<>d that they were servants of Rughoo Jee, Raja of N 11g-

11ore; and that they paid tribute to that so\·ereign on account of and from 
the procc>1•ds of Tl111ggt'l'. Two months subsequently they all escaved 
from their co11fi11emeut iu the house of the abovt• llcohar !" 

•• *. * .......... . 
" The want of sympathy between men of different castes or different 

1ilnres of abode is, unhappily, the graud characteristic of Indian society ; 
:md :is long· as tht•sc ass.1ssin~ forbear to murder iu and about the places 
where they n•si,1,·, auil couciliate or keep in ignorance the local police 
:,uthuritir,, tli<-y are sure of being cherished as amoug· the dearest mem­
bers of sociPtr." 

·-:-:. * * * * * * * * 
"'.\lr. ".il,on writes to me on the 3rd Decemher, 183~-' It ispainful 

to ohsen·e that" lll'rever the Thug·s go they are inrnrial,ly pro'.<'ded by 
the zarnindnrs, and the premisl'S of the Thakurs 01· principal landhold­
ers arc thL• cntai11 ,pots to fin<l them in.' This oliservHtion, so just with 
reµ-.ird to the di,lril'ts east of the J1111,na, has hcen, unhappily, found 
n111ally appli .. al,le to c,·ery other i,art of India to which our 01,~n1tio11s 
hn1·e extl'ndtd. The zami1,d1i:'s or landholilers of evt>ry 1lescripti•111 have 
,.,,,,ry "hen! lit>l'll found n:,<ly to rereive thc~e pe<•ple 1111der llwir protec­
tion from the 1lcsirc to eh:ire in thl' fruits of their t'X)ll'ilitil,n-<, ;iud with­
out thr sli~hll>st f,,<'ling· of religion~ ur moral re.-prin:-:il,ility for thP mui·-
1lers which they k11ow must Le perpetrnte,l to secure rhese l'ruits. All that 
thl'y l'L'IJl&irc fr,,m tlH•m is a promise Ll,at they will 11ot comlllit murder!t 
\\'itbin thPir e,tatl"~, :md thereby in\'Oh-c them in trouLle." 

3rd. That it i:,, till' helid' of the Thug~, that only their vio­
Jation of tlH• rull'S of their rel(qion and their vidi111i1.ing t'orhi<l­
cleu per,;011~, as women, &c. has occa!;ioucd their calamities nn<l 
th<) ,;eizure aud exerut.ion of so manv of thei1· number. 

" \Ve see God is assistiug you, and th;,t Devi has withdrawn her pro­
tection on Hccount of om· transgressions. \Ve have sadly neglected her 
wonhip. God knows in whnt it will i.11 end." 

" Q.-True, God only knows; hut we hope it will end in the entire 
suppre;csion of this wirke<l aml foolish systc>m; ancl in the conviction on 
your part that Dcd has 1·,·ally h:111 nothing to do with it. 

".i\'11Air.-Th:,t Dn·i iustituted Thu,!!:gee, and supported it as long as 
we atlt>11<.lt>d to her olllens and ohsel'\'e<l the rules framed l,v the wis<.lom 
of our ance,tors, nothiug in the worlil can ever make us du~l,t,'' 

One of the approvers (men who had tumed king's evidence) 
exclaimed to :rnotlwr, speaking of past success-

" Nasi1·.-Ah ! Deui took care of you then; and why? ,vas it not be­
cause you Wt're mo1·e attentive to her orders? 

'' Zulf11lmr.- Yes; we had then some regard for 1·eli9ion. (!) ,v e have 
lost it since. All kinds of 111en ha,·e l,een made Thugs, and all classe~ of 
people m11rden•1l without distiuctiun, aucl little attention has been paid to 
omens. How after this could we expect to escape? 

'' Nusir.-lill assured that n~d never forsook us till we neglected 
lic1•." 

4-th. That the strict fonm of English or Mahammadan 
judicial i11qnir?, n(lnpt<>d to a i,;tate of society :rnd natural cha­
'ractN· for in advauce of anything to l,e found in India, as well as 
the incredulity of indiviclual magistrates au<l judges, operate as 
positive evils, in re11deri11g conviction difficult or in precluding 
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it altogether, nnd in actually en<'ournging the 8plem in many 
places. It might be thought invidious to sperify namt>s; but 
trnth, merry and justice are above all personal consiJemtions. 
nnd they cannot, therefore, Le sacrificed to a mistaken courtesy 
nud tc1i1lcrness, to a blindness that, if its motive be somewhat 
l'XCUi<ahh•, cnnnot yet Le defended in reason 01· religion. 

" Uufortunatelv few of the numerous Phan~igars that have at different 
times been upprehended, could he convicte,1 in accordance with the evi­
dl·uce required hy the l\lahammadan criminal law; which atlrnitting not 
the tt>stimony of accomplices, and rarely the sufficiency of strong circum. 
~tantial eviclenct>, unle~s confirmed by the confo~sion of the c1ilp1·its, their 
mlhcrt•nc·e to proteslatiuns of innocence has alone, but too frequently, 
ex,•mptt•d them from puni,;hment. Those that have been triecl and releas. 
ed l1t'comi11g grt"ater adept~ in deceit, have, together with their old pro. 
pensitit>s, carried with them a knowledge of the fonn of trial and of the 
11at11re of the e,·idence requisite to their conviction." 

* * * * * * ~> * * * * 
"I hope you will excuse me when I start a doubt regarding the plan 

you liaYe at pre,ent in l'iew, of sending the persons to Cawnpore from thig 
zillah, to he there tried fo1· the respective casrs. Yon "ill, I am sure, 
l'xcuse my fearing- the result, when I mention that i\J r. \\' 1·ight apprehend. 
eel seYent,·.six, of whom sennteen made confessions which strongly c1·i. 
minated the 1·emaining fifty.nine who denied. Among;;t these denial.; are 
se"eral su;;picious circumstances, and once or twice the property was p!'o. 
ducl•d from their houses and recognized. Those who denied and those who 
confessed were alike released by one sweeping order of the Nizamut 
Achwlut, without security or any thing else." -Lette1· of G. Stockwell, Esq. 

" i\ly operations against them," says !\Jr. ,v. A. Pringle, Ses. 
sions Judge, Zillah Sarun, writing to Lieut. Ramsay, Assist. General 
Superintendent, "which at that time promised so well, ,vere subsequent. 
ly baffled hy i\fr. Elliot, the Circuit Judge; fo1· the Thugs were ae­
quitte,l 1,y liim, and the man I deputed, and who was so active in ap. 
prnhemling them, was not only imprisoned hut sentenced to exposure 
on an ass and co1·poral punishment! l\Jy 01vn conduct was visited 
with the se,·erest censure ; and both the Gol'ernment and Nizamut Adaw. 
Jut were led into a l,elief, that there was no such gang of Thugs, and that 
the crime, if it existed at all, was very limited in its extent." 

" For myself it is quite enough to know, that all J then brought to 
lig-ht has pro\'ed to he true, and much more ; though it is melancholy to 
rt!ll.ect on the loss of human life, which might have heen pl'evented, had 
J ol,tained c1·edit for my assel'tions, aud been allowed to prosecute dte 
researches which I had so successfully commenced more than eight years 
ago; and which must ha\'e speedily led to an exposu1·e of the extensive 
exi;tcnce of the crime of Thuggee, and to the apprehension of many of the 
Thugs tl1emsekes." 

Now these things should not be. The bare suspicion that 
such evils exist, should be deemed to authorize-nay, to urge 
to the most wakeful attention to the slightest appearance of the 
dreaded evil, and to the utmost alertness in bringing the facts 
of the matter to light. Captain Sleeman observes in the 
note, p. 22,-

" Jt has been every where found clnngerous for a mrigistrate to make it 
appear to his native police officers, that he believes or wishes to believe 
that the crime of Thuggee has enti~ely ceased within his jurisdiction; for 
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they will always he found ready to aviiil tht>mselves of such an impression 
to miHepreseut casPs that might otherwise Jeail to discm·eries of great im­
portance. Hoi!i,•s of trnl"elle1·s that li:u•e been strnngled hy Thugs ha,·e, 
in numerous instances, hPl'n either ~oncealed or represented by the police 
as those of mPn who had di<'d of disease, or been killed by tigers, and 
ha,·e heen hurne<l without further inquiry, when a careful inquest hy im. 
r,arti.il persons would have shown the marks of strangulation upon theiJ­
nerk,. Landholders of .ill desCl'iptions, 11hether ostensibly intrusted 
ll'ith the police duties of their estates 01· not, will, in the same manner, 
always endeavour to com:eal thP disco,·ery of murders perpetrated within 
them Ly these people, under a nwgistrate anxious to believe that the crime 
does not exist within his division. Jn some part of India heavy penalties 
are injudiciously imposed upon landholders and police officers within whose 
estates 01· ju1·isdictions bodies of murdered men may be found, unless they 
can produce the pe•·petmtors, which is, in effect, to encour11ire the crime 
Ly discournging the report of those discoveries that might lead to the ar­
rest and comiction of the murdere1·s." 

5th. That there exist;; an awful absence of all sympathy 
with their fellows in the national mind. 

"Unhappily thPre are in India few native chiefs who have any great 
feelinirs of sympathy e,·en with the inhabitants of their own territories 
beyond their own family or clan, or any particular drsire to protect them 
from the rnl,her or the ns~assin; and no instance can, I believe, be fouud 
of one extending his sympathies or his charities to the people of any other 
tenitory. They have, however, all a feeling of strong pride iu claiming 
for their own territory the privilege of a sitnctuary fo1· the robbers and 
assassins of all other territories ; while their public officers of e,·ery de­
scription aml la1Hlhol«le1·s of every clt-gree con\'ert this privilege, when 
conceded to their chiefs, into a ~onrce for themselves." 

* * * * ~~ * * * ~~ * 
" Thev all know that this srstem of merciless ;rnd indiscriminate assas. 

sination ".ms still more ireneral than that of the Pindarie~, that it was the 
grnwth of aires, exteralt•d all 0Ye1· Jnclia, and heing founded in the faith of 
religious ordi11a11ce .ind di.•peusation, had become so deeply rooted in the 
soil, that nothing hut the iuterposition, uruler Provitlt-nce, of the Supreme 
Government, and the acquiescence, rnpport and co.operation of all it;; de. 
pe1Hlent chiefs, roulcl possibly extirpate it. Hut, as in the case of the 
Pindaries, many of these natil'e chiefs or their officers and landholtlers, 
nevertheless ~acrificed with reluctance the revenues they we1·e in tlte 
habit of derivinir from these people, and with still more the pride of be. 
iug thought ahle to afford to them that asylum which others were obliir­
cd. to deny, and, cousequcntly, the reputution of being able to refuse with 
impunity an ac11uiescenn, wLich others were obliged to concede to the 
Supreme (;onrnment ; and such men availed themseh•es with aYidity 
of tlte indolence or indifference of the European functionaries by whom 
our Government lwppene<l to he represented." 

* * * *. * - * 
" Rut it must l,e a,lmitted that this evil has pre,·ailed in our own prn. 

\'inces as much as in J\"ative States; ,rnd if I were called upon to state 
a11 y single cause which ltas operated more than any other to promote its 
extl'nsion, I should say it w.is tlte i/lr,gicul ,1pplic.tti1.,n in pr.ictice of the 
maxim, ' that it is 1,etter ten guilty men ~liould cscop11 than that oue 
innocent man ~hould .~1,jfei·.' It is no duuht Lf'ttt'r that ten guilty 
men should e,;cope the pur,i,1/,n,ent of deutlt, 1tnd all the eternal conse­
quences whirh m.iy result from it, than that one innocent man should 
1;ulfor that pu11i~l,111e11t; but it is not Letter that tcu as~assins by prufes-
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sion should esenp(', nnrl he left f1·eely anrl impmlently to follow e,•ery 
whrre thei1· 1111ml1•1·011s trade. than that one i11nocent man Hhoultl su.ffer 
tf,r i11rmn•e11ie11r11 o_f tempm·m·!I restrairit; anti wherever the maxim ha~ 
l,een ~o 11111lerstoo,I anti acted npou, the innocent havl' hl'Pn neces~arily 
pnni,h1•1l for tlrt• 11:uilty. In a country like India, ahonn,ling in a,-socia­
t.ions of this l<intl. arul with el'e1·y facility they could desirf' to pi-ornote 
tlrl'ir ,nc<•f'~s. anti with little communion of thought or f.,eling lll'tween 
th1• gov1•rnin~ a11d the governed, the neces,ity of prn,ecuting- gang- 1·oh. 
J,.•rs 111111 m111"1ler!'rs, with such a maxim so 11nde1·stoo1l 11111) acterl upon, is 
oftPn found to he a greater source of evil to the families allll village 
1·on1mu11ities who have suffered, than the robhers anrl murderers them­
seh,•s ; for the probability is alwars in favor of the criminals being re­
lea,e,1, howPre1· noto1·io11s their character and 11;11ilt, to I\Tt'ak their ven­
~rance upon thrm at their leisure, after the innocent and the sufferers 
lr:l\"e been ruined hy the loss of time and lahour wa~ted in attendance 
upon the Courts to give unavailing evidence," 

(Hh. That the Thugs them;;elves are as much the proper 
ohjerts of C'ommi,-eration as their crimes are of a just and irre­
pressible ahhorreure and indignation, since they are from their 
wry rhildhood trnined to this diabolical trade, thus taught 
tlwm Ly tho;;e whom nature urges and duty obliges them to 
reverence aud obey. 

"Pluin~igars bring up all their male children to the profession, unles~ 
bodily defects prevent them from following it. The method observed in 
initiating a hoy is very gradual. At the age of ten 01· twelve years, he is 
fir$t permitted to accompany a party of Phansigars. One of the ganl!', 
trenerally a near relation, becomes his ustad or tutor, whom the child is 
taught to regard with great respect, and whom he usually serves in a 
menial capacitj', cafl'ying a bundle, and dressin~ food for him. Frequent­
lr the fathe1· acts as the preceptor to his son. I II the e"ent of being ques­
tioned by travellers whom he may meet, the hoy is enjoined to give no 
information further than that they are proceeding from some one place to 
another. He is instructed to consider his interest as opposed to that of 
society in p:eneral, and to depri,·e a human being of life is represented as 
an act merely analol{ous and equirnlent to that of killing a fowl or a 
sheep. At first, while a murder is committing, the boy is sent to some 
distance from the scene, along with one of the watchers: then allowed to 
see onh- the dead hodv: afterwards more and more of the secret is im­
parted 'to him; and, ai leng·Lh, the whole is disclosed. In the mean time 
a share of the booty is usually assigned to him. He is allowed afterwa1·ds 
to assist in matters of minor importance, while the murder is perpetrating: 
hut it is not until he has attained the age of IS, 20, or 22 years, according 
to the bodily strength he may have acquired, and the prudence and resolu­
tion he may have evinced, that he is deemed capable of applying the 
Dho11ti, nor is he allowed to do so, until he has been formally preseuted 
with one by his ustad. For this purpose a fortunate day being fixed upon, 
and the time of the Desserah is deemed particularly auspicious, the p1·e­
ceptor takes his pupil apart and presents him with a Dflouti, which he 
tells him to use in the name of Jayi ,· he observes to him that on it he is 
to rely for the means of subsistence, and he exhorts him to be discreet 
and courageous. On the conclusion of this ceremony, his education is 
considered to be complete,-he is deemed qui!.lifietl to act as a Phausigar, 
and he applies the noose 011 the next occasion that offers. 

"Afte1· his initiation, a Phansigar continue~ tu tr~at his precepto1· 
with great respect. He occasionally makes hi,n preseuts, and assists him 
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in his 0 1!1 ag-r; nnrl, on meeting him nfter a long absence, he touches his 
f, <'I i,, token of rrverencl'." 

"S11,· 1
1 is the elft•ct of the coursp of education I have described,strencrtJ,_ 

en,·,I h haltit; tlwt Phiinsigars become strongly att:iclll'rl to their",!P­
tP,l;ihk 01·1·11pati,_rn. They rarely: if ever, abandon it'''·. Some, narrowly 
esc,'lnug the nlt'rrt1·d vengeance ot the law and releaser! from pri,on under 
li<PC11rity, eoulrl not refrain from resuming theii' olli emplorment • and 
tlrosp who, hernling 11111le1· the weight of years and infirmities, "are no ion"­
er able to bear au :rctive or principal part, continue to ai,I the cause by 
keeping- watch, .~rocuring intelligence, or dressing the food of their young­
e1· confederates. 

" i\lr. "'ilson, Sept. 1835, observes of Makeen Lodhee one of the 
apprnvers, that' lie is one of the best men I have e1•e1· kn~wn !' and I 
beliel'e that l\Iakeen may be trusted in any relation of life sa1·e that 
between a Thug who has taken the auspices and a tl'a\'l'ller with some­
thing worth taking upon him. They all look upon travellers as a SJlOrts­
rnan looks upon hares and pheasants; and they recollect theil· favorite 
Beles or places ror murdp1•, as sportsmen recollect their l.,est sporting 
g1·ounil~, and talk of them, when they can, with the same kind of glee!" 

* * * * * * * * * * 
" Bhimmee is a mild respectable kind of man, who would certainly not 

nppear horn for a gallows, and I hope you will let him remain with me. 
" I feel interested, too, for the whole of Laek's family, among whom I do 

not think tl1Pre is naturally any vice; and, shocking as their proceedings 
would appear at home, very many palliating circumstances e1•i,le11tly ex­
ist here, nnd we must he guided by what is expedient. To Laek the 
sentence of any of his brothers would he most di5he:irtening. \Vhen he 
l1eard of their arrest, he repeated with great feeling a Hi111lust!ini 
verse to this effect :-' I was a pearl once residing in comfort i11 the 
ocean. I surrendered myself, beliedng I should repose in peace in the 
bosom of some fair damsel-hut, alas! they have pierced me, and passed 
a string t.hrnu11:h my body, and haYe left me to dangle in constant pain 
as ;m ornament to her uose.' I will have his narrative taken and sent 
to you." .. .. .. .. .. .. 

" ,vhat constitute<; the mo~t odious feature in the character of these 
murderers, i~, that, prodigal as they are of human life, they can rarely 
claim the benefit of even the palliating circumstance of strong pecu11ia1·y 
temptation. They are equally strangers to compassion and remorse ; 
thl'y are 11e1•er restrained from the commission of crimes by commiscrn­
tion for the unfortunate traveller; and they are exempted from the com­
puncti1•e visiting-s of conscience, which usually follow, soone1· or late1·, 
the steps of guilt. ' Pha11sigari,' they observe with cold i11diffore11ce, 
1.tlended with a degree of surprize,.when questioned on this suhj,•ct, 'is 
their business,' which, with reference to the tenet:; of fatalism, they con­
cei\'e themseh·es to have been pre-onlainPd to follow. By an application 
of the same doctrine, they have compared themst,lve,, 11ot inaptly, to 
ti~ers; maintaiuing, that as these ferociou:; heasts am impelled hy irrl'sis­
tible necessity, and fulfil the desigus of nature in preyiug on other 

" Three are known to hnve enE[agerl in the service of the Company as Sepoys. ,vhen 
closely pursued, Thugs often cut..- the Reg-iu1ents of Nati, .. Chiefs, or rnf:Hg-e in 
some other St"rvice till the <langcr i"i over. A great many of the mor--t noted I hugs 
now in India, al"e in Sciudheea's Hegirn,cnts, at G\\tdior, au<l in tlw:--t of Ou<lepore, 
Joudpnre, Jypol"e, &c., anrl it is almost impossible to grt the:n, as they illways 
make friends of the Commandants by their presents and their manners. Some are 
in the Baroda Raja's service, others were in the King oi Ourle's service, but that 
ie not now a safe one for them. 
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animals, so the nppro11riate victim,, of the Phfosiirar~ are men, nnrl that 
the destiny of those whom they kill 'W,'5 written 011 the ii· foreheads*.' 

"This state of moral insensihility anu uebasement is calculated to give 
birth to pitr, while it aggravates the horrnr with which we co11temj1late 
their :ltrocities. It ought not to be forgotten that, unlike many who 
a1lo11t criminal courses, the Phsnsigars lrnd not previously to rlive.,t them. 
selves of u1>right principles, to oppose their practice to thei1· feeling,; 
but that, on the contrary, having been trained up from thei1· childhood 
to the profession, they acquireu habits unfitting- them for honest and in. 
clustrious exertion: that a detestable superstition lent its sanction to 
thei1· enormities: and that they did but obey the instructions, and imi. 
tale the examples of their fathers." 

" ,v e all feel pity sometimes, says a Thug, hut the goo1· of the Tnponee 
changes ou1· nature. It woultl change the n'lture of a horse. Let any 
man once taste of that goor and he will be a Thug, though he know all 
the trades and have all the wealth in the world. I never wanted foo,l; 
my mother's familr was opulent, her relations high in office. I have been 
high in office myself, and became so great a favorite where1·er I went 
that I w,1s sure of promotion: yet I was always miserable while ah,ent 
from my gang-, and obliged to return to Thuggee. My father macle me 
tdste of that fatal goor when I was yet a mere boy; and if I were to live 
a thousanrl yea1·s I should never be able to follow any other trade." 

The Ramaseeana, or Thug- Slang Vocabulary, exhibits little 
else than a jargon of words of different languages, more or less 
corrupted, and tropical applications of known te1·ms with per­
haps some few new coinages for purposes of secrecy. 

If it shlluld seem extraordin:i.ry to ?tny that such countless 
murders of natives should occur while not one is known of a 
European suffering, we refer them to Dr. Sherwood, who writeB-

" I h,we heard of no instance in which a European was murdered by 
Phansigars. The manner in which they are accustomed to travel in 
India, is, perhaps, genernlly sufficient to exempt them from danger; 
added to which, apprehension of the consequences of st1·ict inquiry and 
search, shoultl a European be missing, may be supposed to intimidate the 
Phsnsigars,-at least in the dominions of the Company. Similar reasons 
influence them in sparing coolies anu parties charged with the property 
of Engli,;h gentlemen, combined with the con~icleration, that while such 
articles woulu generally he useless to the Phsnsigars, they would find 
difficulty in disposing of them, and might incur imminent danger of de. 
tection in the attempt. 

"That the disappearance of such numbers of natives shoulcl have ex. 
citecl so little interest and inquiry as not to have led to a general know. 
le<lge of those comhinations of criminals, will naturally appear extraor. 
dinary. Such ignorance, certainly, could not have prevailed in England, 
where the absence, if unaccounted for, of even a single person, seldom 
fails to p1·oduce suspicion, with consecutive investigation and discovery." 

Many deeply affecting relations are scattered throuCYhout 
this horribly interesting- work, which we recommend to

0 

uni­
versal perusal. \Ve could only wish, as before stated, that the 

" A Thug will never kill a tiger, and believes that no man who has violated this 
rule ever survived long. They believe that no tiger will ever kill a Thug, unless 
he bas secreted some booty, or cheated some of the ~aog out of their just share. 
A mere tyro or under-strapper they think a tiger may kill, provided he he not of 
1:ood Thug descent. 

V. 4 D 
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information it conveys were systematized, so that it coul<l be 
lioth accurately remembered and atlvantagcously rcfened to. 
Should not Captain Sleeman himself find leisure for the <ligest 
suggested, we shall certainly endeM·our to see it taken in hand, 
deeming it of very great importance, as we are sure all our 
readers will acknowledge. May the Goel of all the families of 
the earth speedily send forth his blessed light and truth into all 
the dark places of the earth, which are full of the habitations of 
cruelty*! 

THE AGED PILGRil\l. 
[FOR THE CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER,l 

'T1s twenty years since, said n solemn voice-
It was the voice of one, who long had trod 
The narrow way. 'Tis twenty years since what? 
Another voice was heard to ask. l\ly son, 
'Tis twenty years since a most sad event 
Befel me; since a very bitter cup 
Of woe was put into my hands to drink. 
Not soon exhausted were its bitter dre11:s; 
For months and years I drank that bitter cup. 
Life was no longer sweet; my joys were gone ; 
I fainted oft under the chastening rod, 
And thought that I should ne'er see peace again. 
But twenty years are gone, and now I look 
\Vith calmness on that da1·k and trying scene. 
That overwhelming grief now little seems-
That poignant sorrow now exists no more-
l see the good that bitter cup has done; 
It was a medicine, nauseous indeed, 
But salutary; and I now can say, 
" 'Twas good for me that I afflicted WH, 

Before affliction came I went astray;" 
Forgot my God ; indulged a carnal mind ; 
Loved this vain world too much ; and thought 
But little of a growth in holiness; 
And felt but faint desires after that world 
Of light, where all the saints are with the Lord. 
But now I feel a change ; now this vain world 

CINSURENSIII. 

" One passage we cannot forbear extracting from the note in p. 77, respecting 
the worship of Durga at Ka.JI Ghat, and which strongly supports the excellent ad­
dress in another part of this month's OBSERVER, dissuading Chri~tians from at­
tending the 11aulches given by moniecl natives during the Durga holidays. 

•' They have got a notion, that in Calcutta even the Christians attend her worship 
and make otfel'ings to hel' temple; and I believe the priests have always actually 
made offerings to her image on great occasions in the name of the Hon'ble Compa­
ny, out of the rents of the lan<I with which Government has endowed the temple, 
European gentlemen and ladies frequently attend the nautcbes and feasts of her 
great days in the Durga P1tja; and as these feasts are part of the religious ceremo­
nies, this innocent curiosity is very liable to be misconstrued by people at a dis­
tance from the scene, and should not therefore be indulgec.l," 
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Allures but little: nnd I feel II wisl1, 
A growing wish, sometimes a strong ,lesire, 
'fo stand complete in all the will of God, 
To join the pel'fect spirits of the just, 
And see my blessed 811viour face to fuce. 

And what will twenty years to come produce? 
O what a change on me, and on my friends ! 
A change 11s gre11t as man cnn undergo ; 
Fo1· little do l think that I ond those 
Of my own standing will be found on earth 
After another twenty years are lied. 
With interest deep do l anticipate 
That most important change. 0 wh~t is death! 
But why nfraid? Think of atoning blood ; 
Think of thnt sacrifice of highest worth 
l\'hich Jesus olfere1l, and which Goel approved; 
The blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin. 
Think of His promise never to cast out, 
Fo1· nny reason, " those who come to Him." 
Yes ! there, my soul, thou hast a firm support ; 
On Jesus trust, and fear not the last hour! 
It will be sweet to meet in paradise 
The fellow travellers of my younger days, 
And those companions of my toils and woes, 
\\'ith whom l fought and travelled long on ea1·th ; 
.o\nd those who are my fellow travellers still, 
,vith whom I still associate and speak 
Of better things, and of a better world. 
Then we shall have no sins to mourn-no griefs 
To tell-no sighs to heave-no fears t' express. 
Oh what a change compared with earthly things ! 
Oh how deliglitful thus to meet the saints, 
Beyond the reach of pain, and sin and death ! 
,vhat inward joys! what glorious scenes around! 
Wnat lofty songs of grateful praise to Him 
,nio lov'd us, and recleem'd us with His blood! 
Oh who can doubt that it is gain to die ! 

ON PROVIDENCE. 
[FOR TBE CALCUTT& CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.] 

Evi::N as a mother, o'er her children bending 
Yearns with maternal love : her fond embraces 
And gentle kiss to each in turn extending, 
One at her feet, one on her knees she places, 

And from their eyes and voice and speaking faces, 
Their varying wants and wishes compi·ehending, 
To one a look, to one a word addresses, 
Even with her frowns a mother's fondriess blending­

So o'er us watches Providence on high, 
And hope to some, and help to others lends; 
And yields alike to 1111 an open ear ; 

And when she seems her favours to deny, 
She for our prayers alone the boon suspends, 
Or seeming to deny, she grants the prayer. 
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Meteorologiral Reqister, kfpf at the Surveyo,· aeneral's Office, Calcutta, for the Month of Aug. I 836. 
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