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THE

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVLR.

December, 1836.

1.—On doing Good in India.

In the various means and influences by which the Gospel is
to be extended throughout the world, the agency of men is
directly concerned. That of angels, or of some other order
of intelligent beings, might have been employed by the Head
of the Church ; but the privilege of making known the salvation
of Christ has been given to those who have experienced its
power, and who have a fellow feeling with their brethren of
the human family. In many ways they can fulfil the high
trust that has been committed to them. Their great object is
to bring divine truth before the minds of men, and to seek by
fervent prayer the blessing of God upon that truth, so that it
may become effectual unto salvation. .In attaining this object,
there i3 rcom for a wide diversity of exertion, and for the
employment of the most varied talent. We wish to mention
gome of the ways in which Christians in this country may be
useful to their fellow men. If to many of our readers the
hints we are about to suggest should appear too obvious to
need any notice, or too unmmportant to deserve it, thev will
still be willing to look with favor on a well intended effort to
serve the cause which they love; they will be prepared to
admit that other readers may not perhaps be so well informed
as themselves ; and they will be the first to acknowledge that
even the best Christians need to have their “ pure miuds stirred
up by way of remembrance.”

It is hardly necessary to mention among the means of doing
good in India, or indeed in any country, a consistent example
on the part of all who profess and call themselves Christians, as
peculiarly important. The number of servants and immediate
dependants on Europeans in this country is very large, and
there are many with whom Christians are brought in contact
by business or duty, as well as many close and shrewd obser-
vers of their conduct, who are all susceptible of being influenced.
by the example of those whose faith differs so widely from
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614 On doing Good in India. | Dec.

their own. Many can understand the force of an upright,
pure, and devotional life, who would be perplexed or perhaps
nritated by any statemeut of doctrines. And many there are
who can sec the former, to whom the Cliristian may not have
ability or opportunity to teach the latter. Before the minds
of all these classes the Christian’s light should shine so clearly,
that they may be constrained to glorify our heavenly Father.

Conversation with the natives on religious subjectsis another
way of doing them good. Daily opportumties are afforded to
every Christian in this country, who is acquainted with the
language of the mnatives, of entering into conversation with
them ; and usually they would feel gratitied by such commu-
nication. 'The choice of topics would be left to the European
in most cases, as the superior ; hie might deem it expedieut at
times to make the conversation indirect as to its aim ; at other
times it could not be made too personal and pointed. On some
occasions one kiud of truth, on others a difterent kind, might
be brought forward, illustrated by examples, comparisous, or
reasoning, and urged on their serious consideration. Why
should not Christians be always on the alert to improve these
opportunities so as to oppose error, to reconmend truth, to
persuade and entreat their poor fellow men to become recon-
ciled to God through Jesus Christ ?

The distribution of religious publications affords another
mode of usefulness which is open to all Christians in India. It
is not necessary to dwell ou this point, as every person is pre-
pared at once to appreciate its advantages. It is an excellent
plan, which some pious people have adopted, of always keeping
with them a few small tracts or treatises on religious subjects,
to give away should an opportunity occur of doing so. Much
good has been accomplished in this manner; and most reflect-
ing persons will recollect with regret instances in which they
could have been more useful had they been thus supplied. It
may not be out of place to mention here, that the Calcutta
Bible and 'V'ract Societies have in their depositories numerous
publications, in several languages, suitable for distribution.
The former Society, with good judgment, has prepared Gospels
aud particalar books of the Sacred Scripture, separately bound,
for more convenient use.

We believe, again, that a useful Christian influence Las been
exerted by requiring the servants to be present at family
prayers, at least once a day. We think that it is not an
infringement on their religious rights to require them to be
present at our worship. Hindus often are spectators of Musal-
man worship. and vice versi; and we are not aware of any
reason why they should not be spectators also of ours. 1t is
not expedient, certainly, to use compulsion to secure their
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attendance. This can be obtained, without giving offence, by
mild and prudent management. If not, it would be advisable
to abandon the attempt. We have been permitted to sce the
native servants, (none of whom were Christians,) all quietly
assembling with the family of an European gentleman, and
giving a most respectful and serious attention, while a chapter
was read out of the Testament translated into their language,
and prayer was offered up, in their language also, by the head
of the family. It was delightful to witness such a scene. It
reminded one of family worship at home. Who can doubt its
salutary influence on the minds of the servants, and, through
them, on the minds of many others? It would be easy to
show the favorable effect of this measure on the domestic
economy of the family; and we should hope that the truth,
thus statedly and impressively brought before their minds,
would have a happy influence ;—the adoption of this plan
would give them one proof, at any rate, of what they have
had, alas! too much reason to doubt, that we believe that our
religion is adapted and intended for the benefit of all, and
that we feel ourselves a sincere regard for it. It is the prac-
tice of some Christians to read daily to their servants a portion
of the Sacred Scriptures, concluding the service with prayer,
but not requiring them to be present at prayers with the fami-
ly. This plan is a good one, but the other seems to be pre-
ferable, as it presents our religion more fully in its application
to social and domestic life, and as it is less likely to be
peglected or omitted.

By pecuniary contributions to support the poor,—to aid the
Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies, those convenient almo-
ners of Christian bounty,—to aid or support particular Chris-
tian schools, &c. &e. much good may be done.

By securing the attendance of persons at a weekly meeting
for the study of the Scriptures, Christians who ave well inform-
ed in regard to the oracles of God wight do much to promote
the inflnence of Divine truth. Such meetings should be under
the direction of judicious persous, whose object should be to
learn themselves in a child-like spirit the will of God, no less
than to teach it to others; theymight be opened and conclud-
ed with praver; and if persons from the more humble walks
of life could be persuaded to attend them, it might be expe-
dient to procure a variety of religious books to be lent, for
which, when read and returned, others might be loaned in
exchange®.

* The publications of the London Tract Society, to be had on moderate
terms of the Rev. J. Thomas, Baptist Mission Press, or the Rev. 1. Boaz,
Union Chapel, Calcutta ;—and of the American Sunday School Union, te
be had of Mr. T. Ostell—would suit this purpose admirably,
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616 On doing Good in India. {Dee.

Ry always being watchful kindly and judiciously to Lring
forward Christian sentiments in conversation with our coun-
trymen in our intercourse with them, and by constantly
endeavoring to ¢ provoke them to love and good works,” we
are persuaded that a useful influence might be exerted. Reli-
gious people should not shun the society of their countrymen,
though it may require watchfulness unto prayer, and the help
of Divine grace, to cnable them to avoid compliances with
evil customs, and to witness a consistent profession. The
light of the serious Christian must not be concealed. His
influence must be diffused through society, in order to its
being of service.

We pretend not by any means to enumerate all the ways
in which an active-minded, devoted Christian will make his
influence to be felt amongst men in behalf of the Saviour’s
great cause. Indeed our object will have Leen gained, if these
hints should awaken attention and inquiry on the part of an
of our readers, as to the modes in which they can best < fill
the measure of their days with usefulness.” Particular cir-
cumstances will point out particular modes of doing good ; to
every person who sincerely desires to honor that gracious
Redeemer who is s0 worthy of our highest honor and love,—
to every person who considers the circamstances in which he
is placed in order to glorify God in them—some way, we may
feel assured, will present itself by which he can gratify the
humble but ardent aspirations of his heart. At any rate, in
the most unfavorable circumnstances as to direct effort, the
sincere Christian can still look upwards, and can spend his
time in supplicating that influence of the Holy Spirit from
above without which all effort is vain. Indeed, prayer should
be regarded as the principal way in which a Christian can Jo
good to men. * Prayer brings blessings from on high.” Prayer
is the divinely appointed mode by which the influences of the
Holy Spirit are to be obtained,. who 1s to ** convince the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.”

Before concluding this paper, we would express our deep
regret that so many Christians fail in regard to the general
duty of doing good. ¢ As ye have opportunity, do good unto all
men,” is a precept which many persons seem to neglect. Their
piety may be described as contemplative rather than active, as
personal rather than general. Tt consists chiefly in desires and
exertions to secure its own hopes; and if the duty is acknowledg-
ed of endeavoring to promote the salvation of the impenitent and
the ignorant, yet the efforts made in compliance with that ac-
knowledgment,aretoo often generalin their character,occasional
in their occurrence, and cold 1n their tone of feeling. Well would
it be for persons, whose religion is of this limited character, if
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they would seriously consider the oblligations which they are
under to promote the glory of the Saviour,—if they would
form a just estimate of the value of the soul of man,—if they
would imitate the example of the primitive Christians, and
aim earnestly and constantly to * turn many unto righteous-
ness,” that so they may ¢ shine as the stars for ever and ever.”
We are sure that their own spiritual comfort and improvement
would be greatly aided by such efforts for the good of others.
‘“ He that waltereth, shall himself also be watered ;”"—and we
should then hope to see the blessed kingdom of our Redeemer
advanced among men with greater power and glory.

Impressive, beautiful, and encouraging are those texts of
sacred Secripture in which our duty and our reward are con-
nected together. With one or two of them we conclude these
thoughts, commending them to the serious consideration of our
readers.

1 Cor. xv. 58. ¢ Therefore, my bleloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.”

2 Cor. ix. 8. “God is able to make all grace abound
towards you; that ye, always having all sufliciency in all
things, may abound to every good work.”

C.

I1.—The Evils of Idolatry, and Blessings of Christianity,
practically illustrated.

[We have great pleasure in laying before our readers the following ex-
tracts from the unpublished Journal of the Rev. Howsrp Marcon, deputed
by the American Baptist Missionary Society to inspect their Missions in
the East, and ascertain new fields of labor. The first extract exhibits a
monument of Pagan superstition.—Eb.]

VeNERATED CAvEs NEAR MAULMEIN.

“ Desirous of seeing the people as much as possible in their
own retired villages, where foreign influence has never been
exerted; as well as to ascertain their numbers, location, &ec.
from personal observation, I have just made two excursions
into the interior, one up the Dagaing, and the other up the
Salwen rivers. In the first, Mrs. Judson accompanied me, and
in the second Mur. Judson himself. In the last we set out on
Monday, April 25th, and were absent five days.

¢« The whole region immediately above Maulmein is alluvial,
and the rock chiefly blue limestone of excellent quality. The
country is flat, fertile, and beautiful. There are many evi-
dences that it was once populous. In the days of its great-
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ness it was probably independant, but, becoming alternately
subject to Burmah and Siam, and suffering the losses of pro-
perty and population incident to a border region between con-
tending neighbours, gradually became almost depopulated.

¢ The scenery is rendered romantic, and very peculiar, by
mountains rising abruptly from the level fields in various
places, to the height of from 200 to 500 feet. Their base is
often scarcely larger than their summit. In most parts, trees
and shrubs cling to the sides, but in some places the castellated
and perpendicular rocks project above the foliage, like the tur-
rets of some ruined and ivy-grown tower. On the summits of
many of them, apparently inaccessible to human feet, Buddhist
zeal has erected pagodas, whose white forms, conspicuous far
and near, remind the traveller every moment that he surveys
a region covered with the shadows of spiritnal death. Some
of the smaller of these I ascended. My heart sickened as 1
stood beside the dumb gods of this deluded people, lodoking
down and around on a fine country, half peopled by half
civilized tribes, enjoying but half the benefits of this delicious
climate, and borne on in generations to the chambers of death.
They eat, and drink, and die. No inventions, no discoveries,
no atiainments, no enjoyments are theirs, but such as have
descended to them age by age ; and nothing marks succeeding
generations but their decayed pugodas and their uunblessed
graves.

¢ Most of these mountains contain caves, some of them very
large, which appear to have been fromn time immemorial
especially devoted to religious purposes. The wealth and
labour bestowed on these are sufficient of themselves to prove
how great the population has been in former ages. I visited,
in the excursions above named, three of these; one on the
Dagaing, and two on the Salwen. They differed only in
extent, and the apparent antiquity of the idols they contained.
Huge stalactites descended alinost to the floor in various places,
while in others, stalagmites of various sizes and fantastic shapes
were formed by the drippings from above. In each, the bats
occupied the lofty recesses of the ceiling, dwelling in deep and
everlasting twilight ; but in one they seemed innumerable.
The manure covered the bottomn in somne places to the depth
of many feet. The flutter of their wings, when disturbed,
created an incessant trembling, or sort of pulsation in the air,
like that produced by the deep base notes on a great organ.
In the dusk of the evening they sally from the moutl of the
cavein a thick column, which extends unbroken for miles.
T'he natives all affirmed this to be the case every evening, and
Mr. Judson declared, that being once at the place with Major
Crawford and others, Lie saw the almost incredible fact. This
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cave had evidently been long deserted, except that a single
large image at the mouth had before it some recent offerings,
made doubtless by the few inhabitants adjacent, who have no
other place at which to worship.

* That which we Jast visited is on the Salwen, about 135 or
20 miles above Maulinein. The entrance, which is in the
middle of a perpendicular but uneven face of the mountain, is
enclosed in a thick brick wall six or eight feet high, making
a vestibule of considerable size. The gate to this enclosure is
entered by a path which winds near the base of the mountain,
and nothing remarkable strikes the eye till one is within, when
immediately a most impressive spectacle is presented. Not
only is the open area filled with images of Gaudana of every
size, but the whole face of the mountain, to the height of 80
or 90 feet, is covered with them. On every jutting crag stands
some marble image, spreading its uncouth proportions to the
setting sun. Every recess is converted into shrines for others,
The smooth places are occupied by small flat images in burnt
clay, well gilt, and set in stucco. Of these there are literally
tens of thousands. In some places they have fallen, and left
spots of naked rock, against which bees have built their hives
undisturbed. Nowhere in the country have I seen such a
display of wealth, ingenuity, and industry. But, imposing as
1s this spectacle, it shrinks to insignificance when compared to
the scene which opens on enteriug the cavern itself. It is of
vast size, chiefly in one apartment, and asking no human art
to render it sublime. But the eye i= confused, and the heart
appalled at the prodigious exhibition it contains of idolatrous
infatuation and zeal. Everywhere, on the floor and over
head, under the jutting crags and on the hanging stalactites,
are images of Gaudama, some perfectly gilded, others incrusted
with calcareous matter, others mouldered—some fallen by time,
some recently erected—some of stupendous size, others not
longer than the finger—of marble, stone, wood, brick, and
clay. Some, even of the marble ones, were so mouldered by
time, that the features and fingers were obliterated. In the
dark recesses in the roof, bats were heard, which seemed
numerous, but could not be seen. Here and there were models
of temples, kyoungs, &ec. of various sizes, some not larger than
a water-bucket, filled with miniature idols. As we followed
the paths which wound among the groups of figures, every
new aspect of the cave presented new multitudes of images,
till we were confused and sick. A ship of 500 tons could not
carry the half of them.

“ Where now are the successive generations whose hands
wrought these wonders, and whose hearts confided in these
deceits? Where now are the millions who resorted here to
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confess their sins to gods that hear not, and spread their
¢ vain oblations’ to such as cannot save? Now a Christian
people rule in the land, and Clristians send out ¢ light and
truth.” Happy and auspicious dawn !”

[Our other extract presents an animating picture of the blessed effects
of our holy religion upon the rude heathen. Among the Karens there are
now eight regular Churches; three near Rangoon, and the others in our
newly acquired provinces. In the case now presented, a number of Chris-
tian families have collected together, and established a new village 20
miles east of Tavey.—En.]

“ Two days’ journey from Tavoy, a considerable number of
converted Karens have been formed into a Christian village,
the heads of every family being members of the Church.
These Christians now amount to about 200, and conduet them-
selves with exemplary rectitnde. By the aid of the Missionaries
they lave obtained goats, bullocks, an oil-mill, seeds, &ec., and
with these, and still more by the increased industry they have
been taught to practise, they have been enabled to cease their
wanderings, and acquire very many comforts to which their
countrymen are strangers. Cleanliness, in which Karens are
universally very deficient, has been attained in no small degree.
The men have been exhorted to raise plenty of cotton, and
the women induced so to apply themselves to spinning and
weaving, as to furnish every one of their families with a change
of raiment. They now wash their garments often, which
before they scarcely ever did. The ground under their houses,
which always used to be a receptacle for filth and vermin, is
all swept out clcan every Saturday afternoon, and the rubbish
burnt. On Sunday they come to public worship perfectly
clean, and as their costume covers the person entirely, the
sight would please the most fastidious American eye.

““But it is the spiritual change visible at Meeta* which is most
delightful. In this respect they present a most attractive spec-
tacle. Punctual in all their devotions, they fill a large zayat on
the Sabbath, and manifest a decorum and devotion far superior
to any thing ordinarily seen in America. Being a musical people,
and having a book of above a hundred hymns composed by
Mr. Mason, they, almost without exception, unite in the sing-
ing; and to my ear their psalmody was correct and sweet.
After a prayer or a benediction they all utter an audible
¢ Amen,’ remain silent on their knees for the space of half a
minute, and retive in perfect silence. Mrs. Wade has been in
the habit of holding a daily prayer-meeting with them at sun-

* The name given to their village, importing, literally, “ Love:”
it is sometimes called Meeta.myu,  City of Love.”
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rise. Before daylight some always gather at the zayat, and
commence singing hymns. As soon as Mrs. Wade is seen
issuing from the door, they strike the gong, and presently
the multitude come together. 1t is remarkable that not one
member, male or female, refuses to pray when called upon.
On Sunday a Sunday School is held in the morning, at which
all the children and young persons attend ;—those that are
not professors beiug formed into one company, and the others
into another, superintended by the Missionary and his wife
alternately. Publiec worship and preaching is held morning
and evening. The afternoon is often emploved in baptizing
or administering the Lord’s Supper. Wlhen this is not the case,
prayer-meetings are held at the houses of the sick.

“ Some fifty or more members of the church live at different
distances in the country, as far round as five or six miles.
These attend punctually, generally walking in on Saturday
afternoon, that they may lose no part of the blessed day, and
its loved observances.

“ It will of course Le supposed that this people, so lately
wild and wandering, without books, and without even the
forms of religion, and furnished as yet with no part of the
word of God in their own tongue, but a single manuscript
copy of the Gospel of Matthew, would be exceedingly ignorant
of the claims of Christianity. They are indeed so. But it is
most exhilarating to see the readiness and cordiality with
which they enter into the performance of every duty, so soon
as it is made known to them. Time would fail to describe
all the instances whiclt illustrate this remark ; but one or two
may be named. Mrs. W. had on one occasion read to them
that chapter in Matthew which, describing the judgment,
speaks of visiting Christ, (as represented in his disciples,) when
sick, or in prison, or a stranger, &c. They at once saw how
regardless they had been of persons under sickness and sorrow,
and the very next day began to perform charitable services
such as they had never thought of doing lLefore. A poor
widow who had a leprous sort of disease, and a child about
ten years old similarly affected, were among the first objects
of their awakened benevolence. Many of them went to the
house, and performed various repulsive offices for ler and her
child ; brought water,—cleaned the house,—gave them rice
and other articles; and so enriched and comforted the poor
creature, that she was bewildered with delight. These atten-
tions have continued constantly. Another who was bedridden
with loathsome sores, was attended to in the same way. Since
that time no one around is suffered to want any thing which
the rest enjoy. All their kindnesses are done with studied

concealment, and can be learned only from the beneficiaries
V. 4 M
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themsclves. To avoid ostentation, they often carry their gifts
in the night.

"I'he change in regard to temperance is not less remarkable.
Unlike the Burmans, whose religion utterly forbids strong
drink, and who scarcely ever taste it, the Karens used it
universally, and generally to excess. Every family made
arrack for themselves, and from oldest to youngest all partook.
Drunkenness and all its train of horrors was rife anong them
of course. But no sooner do any become serious inquirers,
and consort with the disciples for further instraction, than
they totally abandon the cursed thing. In Meeta, therefore,
not a drop is made or drank. The children of the very men
who were sots, are growing up without having even seen it.
The consequences, as to domestic peace and general welfare,
may be supposed.

‘“ These generous traits are exhibited in other points. On
being told of the persecution of Moung-San-Lone and others
at Rangoon, and how they had been chained, imprisoned, and
excessively fined, they unexpectedly proposed subscribing to-
ward paying their fines and releasing them from prison, and
¢out of their deep poverty’ actually sent to Rangoon 50
rupees for this purpose. They have built, of their own accord,
a suflicient house for the residence of their Missionary and his
family, a zayat, &c. A greater evidence of Christianity gene-
rally is seen in their missionary zeal. Those whose abilities
as assistants or school-masters, warrant the Missionaries in
sanctioning it, are ever ready to part with their families, and
go wearisome journeys of six months at a time, among distant
villages, where they are utterly unknown, carrying on their
backs tracts and food,—sleeping on the way in trees, or on
the ground,—and enduring many privations. Young men,
whose services are very important to their aged parents, in
cleaning jungle and planting paddy, are readily spared, and
go to various points, teaching school during the rainy season,
for which their salary is from three to six rupees a month—
half what they could get in other employ. About twenty school-
masters and assistants are now thus employed. Mr. Mason in
his excursions has baptized many converts who were brought
to the knowledge of the truth by these assistants. His last
journey among the retired villages, between Tavoy and Mergui,
has been cheered by the reception of a nunber of snch.

I might add verymany interesting facts and incidents which,
when I heard them, filled me with pleasure and thankfulness
on their behalf. But I am not drawing a picture for the sake
of exhibiting glowing colours. Christian benevolence does not
depend for continuance on success in its eudeavours. If it
did, however, the town of Meceta, amid the solitude of the
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great mountains of Tavoy, exhibits facts, which, if they were
all the eftfects our Mission conld Loast, are sufficient to assure
the most incredulous of the Dblessedness of our enterprize.
Wlien one's endeavours to do good fail, it is sweet to see those
we meant to benefit grateful for our interference.  And when
good is really done, our pleasure is often neuntralized by the
pain of being ungratefully requited. Those who support our
cnterprize ought to know, that this people testify aloud their
continual gratitude and joy for the knowledge of Christianity.
They often compare their former degradation and misery with
their present comforts and hopes. The native pastor of the
Meeta church frequently speaks of these things in moving
terms, himnself once a sot and cruel. The Missionaries cannot
remain in the forest during the rains, so that this church is left
six months in the year to itself. Their return is the occasion
of a geueral rejoicing. When they are ready, many come to
Tavoy, to accompany them out ; and asthe way is long, over
rugged mountains, and often along the bed of a torrent, and
his bearers therefore can each carry but a small load, they
gladly carry portions of the articles to be transported, and
where the path is sufficiently plain, carry Mrs. Wade or Mrs,
Mason in a litter. As the long file winds under the trees, and
along the narrow crag, songs of Zion echo among the dark
recesses, and religion wears at once her aspects of industry,
cheerfulness, benevolence, and thanksgiving. Warned of their
approach, the villagers come forth in troops some hours’ walls,
and after most glad and affectionate greetings, fall in behind,
(for the path admits no double file.) and the lengthencd train
comes into the village with great joy.

“ Nor is Meeta alone in its brightness amid Burman shades.
All along throngh the jungle as far as Mergui to the south,
and above Moulmein ou the north, Karens are turning to God.
The Missionaries properly discourage their always collecting
into exclusively Christian villages; but in some eases it seems
expedient and necessary. Amony the Karens in the Tavoy
provinces are the following churches, beside Meeta, which are
also regular out-stations.

“ Toung Byouk Galae, two and a half day’s south of Tavor,
16 members, 25 inquirers. Pee-kah, four days’ south of the
last mamed church—15 members, 43 inquirers. Kah-pah,
three days’ south of Pee-kah, on a stream of same name, navi-
gable for boats—20 members, and within a day’s walk, 34
inquirers, most of whom have asked for baptism.  Tah-mlah,
on the Tenasserim, three days from Mergui—9 members. All
these have good places of worship built by themselves—each
has a native pastor, and a Christian school-master. There are
also in t};e region six other schools, under Christian masters ;

M 2
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and measures are in train Lo form others. On an average,
last year, ten learned to read in each school, some of whom
are middle-aged, and some quite old persons. The names of
the pastors are not given here because, being young meun, they
are changed every year, to give cach an opportumty of being
with the Missionary balf his time in the acquisition of Chris-
tian knowledge.

¢ A theological seminary has been established for the Burman
Mission, which numbers about 23 students, half of whown are
Karens. 'The English langunage is to be taught to all who
are not too old to commence it, and who wish to acquire it.
It is located for the present at Tavoy under the care ot Rev.
Mr. Wade, who is master both of the Karen and Burman
langnages.”

1IT.—The Temperance Question—a Convert.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

I have rejoiced to find your periodical advocating the cause of Tem-
perance. [ long felt jealous of the society, and its operations ; and a whole
host of prejudices, many of them English prejudices, were arrayed against
it. I used to rummage up all the arguments I could find aguinst such a
society, out of pure revenge ; or if there was any other motive, it was to
keep conscience quict ; for, to tell the truth, I loved to take a little.  But
I was at length called in Providence to witness the triumphs, the holy,
hallowed, blessed influence of T'emperance Socicties in America and some
parts of England; and although I resisted as long as I could, 1 at length
submitted to the power of truth, and espoused the cause.

One of the first things that led me to change sides (after what I had
seen and heard) was being forced by several circumstances to reflect upon
the triumphs of anti-temperance principles, A man that I had known
for several years. —a good-natured, honest, industrious neighbour - was in
the habit of indulging in periodical fits of intoxication; and after one of
these seasons of dissipation, while I was on a visit to my native home, he
put a period to his existence from pure wretchedness of mind, In the
same town 1 also saw the man under whose instructions 1 first entered
on the busy scenes of life, and who was then a most noble-hearted, gene-
rous, intelligent fellow, running about with only one sleeve to a wretched
coat—a miserable, despised cad at a stage othce. I was grieved to the
heart at the sight ; but when I inquired into his history, I found he had
gradually acquired habits of drinking ; he in consequence neglected his
affairs, became a baukrupt and a sot. s amiable wife died of a broken
heart, and three of the finest children in the world were immured in a
work-house, and were at that moment, from being as amiable and gentle
ereatures as could he met with, growing up as coarse and vulgar as the
commonest clodhoppers.

These facts, under the circumstances in which they occurred to me,
obliged me to reflect that they were but a specimen of thousands of simi-
lar cases every day taking place in different parts of the world. I was
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forced to admit that eventhe professionof religion was no safeguard against
it ; for when once &t disposition to consider the case possessed my miud, 1
could easily refer to instances enough to make me tremble, of the best
and most respectable Christians having fallen ; T could, within my own
sphere of observation, refer to Ministers of good standing and talents who
had fallen, gradually but finally, before the cruel despot. Yea, women,
Christian women, wives of Christian Ministers—one—two—three—(Ah!
I might go on) —who had also fallen,  Oue, while I was in my native
land, well known in India, as the wife of a clergyman who died in peace
in Caleutta, hecame u nuisance to her friends, was oblized to leave them,
spent all her income in filthy drink, and died most miserably in an obscure
lodging in London. No man is safe—a woman isstill lessso—who indu/gesin
the use, however moderate, of spirituous liquors. It is an enemy which
gradually and imperceptibly, as the minute hand traverses the dial plate,
advances towards its object—the ruin of hody and soul.

I have totally abstained from all kinds of fermeated and distilled liquor
amidst very hard labours,andin severe climates, and I am in every respect
decidedly better for it. My general health was never so good as now.
I am free from bilious attacks, headaches, and many disagreeable symp-
toms to which I was formerly subject. Besides, living as I do in the
country, there is a considerable saving of expense and trouble. I do net
keep any kind of liquors, excepting a bottle of brandy to be used in cases
of emergency as a medicine, in the house ; nor will I.

I acted on the principles of abstinence sone time before I joined a Tem.
perance Society, and did so from conviction that it is the duty of every
philanthropist. My last strong-hold was the singling out a particular
vice against which to enter a peculiar protestation. But I at length
reflected, that directing especial efforts against any particularly crying
evil, is neither affording sanction to others, nor weakening one’s general
detestation of them. Did Howard forfeit his claim to be a Christian or
a friend to general morality ? or did he weaken any of the obligations to
general benevolence, because he chose to fix on one class of wretchedness,
and determined to effect its amelioration, if not extinction ? No. Nor does
the temperance man undervalue any other command of God, because the
circumstances of the case call him out to especial efforts in behalf of it.
The ruinous effects of anti-temperance principles upon the morals and
property of the Christian church demand that it should do as a body,
what Howurd effected as an individual.

I did not, however, intend writing a word of all this when I began my
letter. My object is to invite the attention of some competent person to
the preparation of a tract, in the Bengali and Hindustani languages, on
the subject of temperance, for the use of Native Christians. Intoxication
in various ways threatens to he a dreadful evil in our infant churches.
Two cases have just come before me; one person we were obliged to
exclude for this sin, and nothing, I am persuaded, but the most careful
abstinence by the pastors of Nutive churches, and vigilant circumspection
wit]h reference to this point, will be a sufficient antidote to the incipient
evil.

A tract on this subject is not less needed for our East Indian friends.
They are, from motives of pure, but mistaken kindness, the great seducers
of our Native converts. The Native Christians are invited to their houses ;
Jiquor and other things are given them, and when reluctance is manifested
by the natives, they are pressed upon them, until they are almost taught
to believe it is a characteristic of a Christian to use such things !

It would be easy to dilate upon the disastrous consequences of allowing
our Native Christians to be thus corrupted, without our attempting some
remedy. Those for whom I write will at once perceive them.
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Some time ago I saw a notice of the tract entitled The Wonderful Ad-
vantages of Drunkenness, translated into the Singhalese language, and
which produced a wonderful effect. In the absence of a more suitable one,
this might be of good service here, especially with an introductory line,
stating that there are many ways of becoming intoxicated, —such s smok-
ing and chewing intoxicating drugs,—as well as by "drinking intoxicating
liquors.

[ can only add, that if any brother will prepare a tract in Bengali, I
will do my best to give it circulation, and translate it into the language
with which I am familiar,

Your's,
October 14, 1836. Mirra.

IV.—Critical Observations upon Col. i. 15—20.

The exegesis of these verses i3 of no small difficulty, involv-
ing, as it does, such fundamentally important considerations
with regard to the person of Christ. In the effort to give a
Bengili rendering of it, this difficulty was peculiarly felt. The
following remarks are thrown out, not in any manner dogma-
tically, but rather to bring the subject before biblical scholars,
in the hope that discussion may elicit some valuable informa-
tion, and throw further light, not only upon this single passage,
but on many others; the determination of which, exegetically,
more or less depends upon it.

1. The first inquiry is as to the meaning of cwwv rendered
in the E. V. image—* the image of the invisible God.” Now
that which is not simply unseen, but essentially imperceptible
to sight, invisible in the full meaning of the term, cannot be
imaged ; that which has no form or parts cannot be figured, as
to the substance, by any sensible representation ; hence I gather
that exwv in this passage, and similar ones of Scripturve, must
bear the sense of official representative—not then in Bengili
sfsafs but =fsfAt®; for though the former does admit occa-
sionally of the meaning ¢ representative,’ it is because both the
representer and the represented are visible formns. It is then
as meaning an official representative, that 1 take exwr Lo be
here employed—as in 1 Cor. xi. %7, where the man is said to
be ¢ the image of God,” ewev 6eov, in rezard to his superiority
and dominion over the woman. Hesvchius explains emwv by
xaparrnp, which is the word employed in Heb. i. 3, rendered in
E. V. “express image.” Whence in that passage also, it the
proposed notion be correct, the rendering should rather
be - representation’ or ¢ representative exhibition ;' in Bengili
#fstaf2. The amavyeopa preceding is not opposed to this, denoting
by a figurative reference to the splendour of the sun, as reflect-
ed from another body, the majesty and august dignity of the
being represented, as well as of him who is his represeutative.
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9. Again mpwréroxos is to be explained. The reading mpwrordnos,
differing merely in the accent, contended for by Isidore of
Pelusium, by Erasmus and Michaelis, is not supported by
MSS. Besides, as is well shewn, mpwroréros is the attributive of a
mother, (4 morws refasa,) not of her offspring ; and can only by a
catachresis be applied to a male producer, (f4si or Effﬁsz}rd in
Bengili) ; while mpwréraros is 8 mpwros Textes, * first-born.” Again, as
the first-born son among men is heir of all things, and head of
the houschold next after his father, or next immediately under
hin even during the life time of the latter, so it is applied
in 83. in very many passages, to denote the chiefin anthority ;
supreme in dignity ; one of the highest excellence. T'hns in Rev.
i. 5, as well as in the 18th verse of the passage before us,
Christ is called wpwrdroxos ek 7wy venpwss the first-Legotten of the
dead, i. e. not merely the first who rose from the dead (though
even that he was not, strictly speaking ; for seripture relates not
one or two, but numerous resurrections of saints previously
occurring) but chief ruler, supreme Lovd over all departed
spirits, as well as Lord of the kings of the earth, i. e. Lord-of
both worlds, of the living and the dead. So I take it to mean
in the passage before us.

For without mooting the question of eternal divine genera-
tion, still less without resigning in any item the divine nature
and eternity of the Aeyos, this rendering is supported as well
by the entire sense and coherence of its connection, as by the
same application in many other places. Thus in Rom. viii. 29—
God declares his purpose of rendering the redeemed among
men ¢ conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
first-born among many brethren;” where «xwr and mpwréroxos
both occur as here, and clearly in the senses I have affixed to
them above—men being made to bear the resemblance of Christ
in official adoption into the family of God, and Christ constitut-
ed the chief, head, and ruler among them, as the eldest son over
the household of his father.

8. The next word is sriois, here rendered ¢ creature’ and
generally elsewhere ¢ creation.” Now whether we read mpwroréros
or mpwrdroros, ¢ the first producer of all creatures, or the first
among them,’ we find ourselves involved in no small difficulty ;
for there is no attribute of the one God more essential to his
undivided Deity, nor more incommunicable to another than
that of creation—and in Bengili stfr#tzd used by Mr. Yates,
or I3 as by Dr. Carey, can only apply to the one supreme cause
and origin of all created things. So that though we render the
passage in Heb. ¢ by whom also he (God) made the worlds’ in
reference to visible creation, still, if we read =pwroréros, we find the
Son but the instrument by whom God produced it ; on the other
hand mpwréronos xagns kricews would, I apprehend, necessarily imply
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that the Son was but the first produced among the produced—
the first creature among creatures. 1 therefore recur to another
rendering of #wis of whieh there is an instance in 1 Pet. ii.
13, rendered in E. V. ordinance —° submit yourselves to every
ordinance (xmwe) of man.’ [ use thisrendering in Col. i. 15—
both as called for by the connexion of the whole passage and
as exactly fitting in with the proposed translation of the other
words exor and mpwrdTokos,

In confirmation of the preceding remarks, I observe that our
Lord is, throughout the passage before us, exhibited to us as
the first in dignity, the supreme among all the rational crea-
tures of God, whether dead or living, visible or invisible (to
human eye). There is no reference to inanimate creatures,
but ounly to intelligent agencies and grades of office. The
whole argument is to establish Christ’s superiority and supre-
macy ; but there could be no question of this in regard to things
inannnate—therefore not the whole visible ereation is here in
view, but all orders of being and constituted intelligences. I
now, with much diffidence, propose the following rendering of
these verses, and trust some abler hand will either correct any
misapprehension therein, or confirm and improve upon it,

“ Who,” i. ¢, Christ, <“1s the representative of the invisible
God, possessing the right of the first born, (i. e. supreme in
dignity and rule,) over all constituted authorities (or created
orders of beinig). For by him were they all constituted (or
appointed,) whether they be in heaven or upon earth, seen or
unscen, whether thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers, (i. e. under whatever name and in whatever gradation
they be established)—they were all appointed by him and for
him, i. e. to be under his supreme authority. He also is before
all (whether in time or dignity), and the whole are preserved
or maintained by him. He, too, is the head of the body, the
Church ; he is the head of the dead, holding the right of first-
born among them, in order that he may be sole chief among
all (created beings). For in him God pleased or willed that
all fulness of dignity and authority should meet, and so abide in
him; that by him he might also reunite (or reconcile) to himself
all, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace (between God
and them) by the blood of his cross. Thus re-collecting angels
and men, the Church militant and Church triumphant, under one
loly and happy rule for ever and ever. Amen, so be it !”

CiNsuRENsis.
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V.—Colonial Prosperity, identified with the Observance of
the Sabbath.

We read with much satisfaction, in an extract from the London Courier
respecting the process of training for civilization under which « small
colony of the aboriginal inhabitants of Van Dieman’s Land have been
placed, in chargo of Me. Robinson, an incidental but therefore the more
valuable attestation given to the value, in a national point of view, of the
institution of the Sabbath, ‘¢ A temporary structure,” says the extract,
““ has also been put up as a church, and there voluntary attendance is, we
learn, universal.  Several have learned to join in the church music, in
which they appear to tuke much delight. 'The observance of the Sabbath,
indecd, serves in that, as in all other cases, as one of the best of all means,
and better than any that men could devise, for the advancement of their
civilization.” It is a certain truth, that “ the wisdom of God is wiser
than man,” as much so as “ the power of God is stronger than man.” If
we reflect only for a moment on the condition of a people, in any stage of
progress towards a civilized state of society, immersed without any inter-
val of interniission whatever, in the cuares, the bLusiness, the pleasures,
the follies of the world, and “ the labours for the meat that perisheth,”
and contrast this with the far different condition of a people among
whom a stated interruption to these regularly occurs, at intervals not too
near so as to render temporal business too desultory, ineffective and
unproductive, nor too far asunder to obviate the danger of an entire absorp-
tion of all the powers and regard of men in temporal and earthly consi-
derations and pursuits, toils and pleasure alike, we shall be able to appre-
ciate the value of a Subbath to our race. Nor is the argument unstrength.
ened if we advert to those cases in which its established sanctity is com-
monly violated, and to the moral, intellectual and social injury thence
occasioned to its violators and the community, set in contrast with the
moderation, the religious temper and principles, the sobriety, the order,
the regularity, the justice and kindness, the mildness and decency, the
quietness and peaceableness of that portion of any professed Christian
community in which the Sabbath is duly regarded. It is a clearly ascer~
tained fact, that with the breach of this divine institution originates the
kargest proportion of social crimes, especially among the lower orders in
society ; while equally certain that the observers of the Sabbath are the
very best and also the happiest members of the community ; and that with
the measure of outward and personal regard paid to the day of rest,—
always connected of course with religious exercises, public and private,—
may the civilization of any neighbourhood be identified. These facts
ought ever to be kept in mind by Missionaries and other philanthropists
all over the world, in their efforts to promote the civilization and general
as well as moral improvement of our race. It may be assumed as an
axiom in policy as well as in religion, that the Sabbath was made for man,
and is clearly adapted to the promotion, in the highest degree and most
certainly, of his earthly and civil as well as of his spiritual and eternal

welfare.
CINSURENSIS.
(We should be much obliged if some one of our esteemcd correspondents would

afford us a paper on the Iandian sabbath. We mean on the means by which the
clais of the sabbath can be most efficiently complied within India.—Ep.)

V. 4 N
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VI.—On the Obligation upon all Christians to labour for
the Sulvation of the Heathen avound them.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Qbserver.
DEar Sins,

It was written against certain of the primitive Christians
that, < they had a name to live and yet were dead.” How
applicable is this to many of us in the present day! TItis casy
to deceive ourselves, and fall into the pleasing belief that we
are Christians, and to anticipate all the glorious promises of
the Gospel, mercly because we are outwardly moral, and take
our place with regularity at chureh,—have perhaps family
worship in our homes,—subscribe our mite to charities or
towards the propagation of the Gospel.  All these, though
indispensable duties, may be attended to merely to comply
with the decencies and customary habits of the outward Churel,
and may still leave us far short of real Christianity.

This may seem an uncharitable conclusion ; but the only stan-
dard by which we can judge, is the Bible and the instruetions
of our Saviour and his Apostles. Theyv represent the life of a real
Christian as a life of activity and effort, and compare it to “ o
war” that uever ends—*“ a race”—a course of ¢ selfedenial,” ¢ of
watchfulness"—** a fight.” Christians are represented as < a
peculiar people, zealous of good works”—¢ lights” to the
world around. Alas! how few answer this description! how
dimnly do our lights burn, it the taper be at all alight. Generally
speaking, the mass of Christians live in ease and indolence,
seeking their own comfort more than the glory of God. Self-
denial is scarcely known amongst many. Yet we are told ¢+ by
their works ye shall know them.”

Let us consider our position in India. Heve is a Christian
church scattered among the heathen population. What would
the Apostles and the Saviour cxpect from his followers, thus,
in the wise providence of God, placed amidst surrounding
heathens?

The Saviour assuredly expects that Christians, Ais followers,
shall ¢ Jet their light shine,” shall be as ¢“ a city set upon a hill,”
—each in hiz own immediate personal sphere, using Ais efforts
to communicate the glad tidings of salvation to those “ who sit
in darkuess,” as well by example as by instruction. Assuredly
each of us will be held responsible that he brings up Ais own
howsehold * in the fear of God,” and in the knowledge of the
Saviour of maukind, who said, “ He that is ashamed of me
and of myv words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
himn shall the Son of man be ashamed when lhe cometh” to

judge the world.
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Now what is the fact? TLet us look around upon the Chris-
tian families, whose heads are even religious and conscientious
persons. Surely it is not uncharitable to say, and they them-
selves will acknowledge and lament the truth, that the general
standard of Christianity is far too low. Many will acknowledge
that they live under the reproach of conscienee for the negleet
of plain Christian duties. Generally speaking, what do they
more than others? They live in affluence, they have therr
luxuries, eleganeies, servants—give, of their abundance, but a
little in charity or for public institutions,—month after month
accamulating money for their own nuse,—living almost entire-
ly for themselves. Where is the ¢ self‘denial” required by
Christianity > and what are they personaily doing for their
Lord and Master’s cause ? Alas ! do not these questions bring
condemnation home to most of us?

Do we, as Christians, visit the sick of the poorer classes?
do we ever personally instruct the ignorant? are not the
talent and treasure, the knowledye of salvation, entrusted
to us, as far as we are personally concerned, “ buried in the
ground ?”

It is not enough surely, that in their private chambers Chris-
tians bend the knee in worship. Christ will expect that they com-
municate 1o their household the knowledye of his name. Does
not every lukewarm Christian reproach himself, when he looks
upon the numerous heatlien servauts, by whom, in the decrees
of Providence, he is surrounded ; when he reflects that, as far
as he, their Christian master, is concerned, nothing has for years,
been done to communicate to them the truth of Christ, the
only Saviour of mankind? and that they might as well have
been in the houseliold of a moslem or an idolator! Has he
placed in their hands the Seriptures, in which are found the
glad tidings of salvation? IHas Le dispensed to them any
Chnistian 1instruction 7 Has he not rather lived to himself,
neglecting these plainest of Christian duties?

It may be asked, how shall Christian instruction be com-
municated to our heathen domestic servants? Easily, if the
Christian master be willing to perform his plain duty. Instan-
ces could be given where this sas been done. In order to shew
the practicability of it, one may be adduced: a gentleman who
bhad about 15 native servants, conceiving it a duty incummbent
upon him as a professing Christian, to communicate to those
whom the bounty of Providence had intrusted to his care, the
knowledge of ¢ the true God” and of the way of salvation,
resolved that he would obey this call of conscience, and instruct
his heathen servants, and make known to them ¢ the glad tidings
of salvation” and the moral law of God. He quietly told them
of his intention to open to them the sources of instruction, and

4N 2
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mentioned his plan of assembling them for an hour every Sun-
day, that he might read to them the book of heavenly wisdom.

On the next Sunday they were all assembled cleanly dressed,
and took their seats upon the floor, ranged around the room. 1t
was a scene of inuch interest. A portion of Seripture suited to
their understandings was read to them in their vwn language,
and for the first time this little heathen congregation listened
to the solemn and heart-touching words of the divine Saviour,
“ who taught as never man taught!” A Munshi was employ-
ed to read, and all seemed to take an interest in the appropri-
ate explanations which were addressed to them.

Sunday after Sunday the servants willingly assembled in the
same mauner. Had any one of them objected to such salutary
tuition, he knew that he could at once receive his wages and
retire, to make room for another to whom employment would
be an olject, and who would enter the service knowing that this
was the custom of the establishment. But where such was the
practice of a Christian family, retirements would probably be
few ; for servants would speedily acquire a feeling of security for
kind and considerate trcatinent from such masters, a feeling
which none know better how to appreciate than natives.

Now those who desire to adopt such a course of domestic
instruction, if unable to read themselves, can easily employ a
native reader ; and from the Scriptures and other books now
available, materials for instruction may readily be found.

Surely this effort te give instruction lo servauts is incum-
bent on all Christians. Your advocacy, Mr. Editor, will not be
wanting to effect such a change in our general habits and stand-
ard of practice. Your pages may, with God’s blessing, do some-
thing towards accomplishing so desirable an object. To many
they will probably convey the inessage, * Thou art the man,”
“ go thou and do likewise.”

It would seem a duty worthy the sacred advocacy of the
pulpit, to urge upon all Christians in India “ so to let their light
shine,” that each Christian family, in this heathen land, might
be the means of proclaiming to many the invitation of Him who
said, “ I am the way, the truth,and the life ;” < withowt me ye
can do mothing ;" for ¢ there is no other name given under
heaven whereby men can be saved, but the name of Jesus
Christ.”

Were all Christian ministers to set the example of this
domestic instruction of their heathen servants, many would be
likely to follow, and with God’s blessing it might become amongst
Christians a test of real piety to do so; and who can say what
good might not result ? ‘T'he Seriptures in the native languages
would thus come much more into requisition among the peo-
ple, growingly desirous to ¢ search and sce if sueh things were
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so0;” and where all now is dormant apathy, idolatry, and delu-
sion, truth thus ¢ thrown upon the waters,” like a stone falling
upon the still surface of a lake, might gradually spread in wi-
dening circles all around.

Surely all Missionaries in particular, ought to assemble their
heathen domestics for instruction. If some servants should
resign their places, others may be expected gladly to become
candidates for the vacancies. All ministers of the Gospel ought
surely so to regulate, in this respect, their own domestic esta-
blishments, that others ** seeing their good works” may follow
their example.

This important subject may certainly expect your frequent
advocacy. In Calcutta, I believe, there is a Society, through
which Readers may be obtained for this very purpose of com-
municating Christian instruction to house servants. Would
not the extension of this plan throughout (he stations in the
interior of India be good and useful ?  Might not every Chris-
tian minister have attached to his establishment a Reader, to
attend at stated times in the families of those who desired to
perform their duties towards the heathen servauts entrusted to
their care?

Might not the Missionary societies send native Readers to
be attached to the Clergymen at all the large stations, such as
Benares, Cawnpore, Meerut, Delhi, Agra, Kurnaul, Neemuch,
&c. that, in addition to his other duties, families might avail
themselves of his services in reading to their servants ? And
assuredly every Christian master would, on the Sabbath night,
lay his head upon his pillow with a happier consciousness of
having done Ais part, when he had thus,—(himself being present
always, for this s essential, the influence being his,)—perform-
ed a plain duty in communicating the glad tidings of salvation
to his own howsehold.

August 2, 1836. X.

VII.—Notes of Original Sermons, by Jou~ Foster. No. IV,

Luke xvii. 5—The Apostles said unto the Lord, < Increase our Faith.”

We are not accustomed to much exuctness in the use of the term Fuith.
In its strict acceptation, it means Belief or Testimony. But it is often
used to express belief on any evidence short of demonstration. And it is
often used for mere belief—simple assent of the judgment. Yet it has
another and higher sense, in which it is generally used in Scripture ; viz.
as denoting such a belief that the proper effect of that belief accompanies or
Sfollows it ; 1t is therefore an influential belief—a persuasive belief—an
efficacious conviction. Taken in this sense, we easily see that man, as a
moral agent, can be nothing scarcely, without it.—We say as a moral agent ;
for there is some portion of the action of his nature which may be called
merely animal —some mechanical—some instinctive, perhaps, and some
merely the action of Aabit. But after this exception, it is plain, through-
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out the great system of human action, that men act because they BeviEVE
something, are pERsUADED of something. 'T'hey apprehend the value or
desirableness of certain objects or effects—believe that certain ways of
action will attain them—therefore do those actions. This is the manifest
state of the matter, over the whole field of men’s temporal intevests and
pursuits, in all their numberless departments. Now this is true Fuith
in exercise on subordinate concerns—that is to say, itis persuasive belief,
ot rfficucions conviction. In the subordinate operation then, * the Son of
Man” did “ find faith on the carth” in very great abundance, and would,
if he were to come now. In this lower splicce of its exercise, faith has
the advantage of powerful causes contributing to ¢ increase” it. For
example : men feel a very lively interest about its objects ; therefore, what
they do believe about them, they will believe with great furce: their
conclusions are inipulses ;—they arc inquisitive and diligent to ascertain—
they are making frequent practical applications and trials—they commu-
nicate a great deal with one another on the subjects of their belief and
active interest. The belief of many will be concentrated in the belief of
each one. Belief hasthe capacity of “ legion.” You see the consequence—
men are decidedly convinced and assured on a vast variety of matters,
and the convietion is efficecious ; for they proceed accordingly.

Now, the thought will sometimes occur, Could bhut this state of men’s
nmiinds be transferred or extended to the higher matters: so that
Divine truth declaring Divine realities should be extensively and clearly
apprehended, firmly believed, and influential and efficacious in consistency
with that belief! But how easily may we think and talk ! what a good
thing this would be for all mankind —and at the same time forget ourselves !
How little selfish when this order of interests is in question! But the
disciples were thinking ot themselves, and so should we. Consider—our
Jautk is our spiritual, our Christian power. In Scripture it is continually
exhibited under this character of power—its deficiency therefore is our
spiritual wealkness. It is that by which, according as it is great or smail,
we may turn all things to our highest advantage, or carry on but a pro-
fitless commerce—may ¢ conguer the world,” or hardly be sure that we are
not its slaves—may do much for God, or but bring him such a tribute as
we should be utterly ashamed to think of formally offering to him. Now
it is quite certain that a true judgment will find it too little in any man ;
and the first great matter is to be sensible of the deficiency and the want.
Thivk, &« moment, in what manner men ave affected with Lhe sense of
want, under deficiencies of other kinds: e. g.in the case of a great pros-
tration of bodily strength—under a deficiency of temporal means—of any
kind of power which we carnestly covet. But then Fuith! Shall a deficiency
of that glorious Power excite no painful sense of want—no earnest desires ?

The deficiency of faith, and the necessity for its increase, may be consi-
dered and proved with respect to. 1st, its objects ; 2nd, its practical resulls.

First, as o its objects. Consider for one thing, the compass of our
faith, relatively to the cxtent and number of its proper objects. For
the objects of faith, there is all that the Divine revelation tells us of
past—future—distant. Let a man look at the Bible—a man who often
reads it—and reflect for a little while what he knows there is there, like
one ascending to the summit of a lofty hill to look round. How wide
and vast and various a view! Now all these are things which God
judged it necessary to speak of to men. He perfectly foresaw all; that
we should have the means of knowing of other things and by other meuns
—hut not the less for that, he judged it indispensable to speak to us him-
seffof all these things which his revelation contains ; and are we prepared to
tell bim, that he has spoken to us of far more things than were of any need,
propriety or use? or to mark the parts which might more properly have
been omitted. If not, the scope, the compiss of our faith ought not to
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be such only as if lie had told us, in his revelation, a great deal less. DBut
then the question is, whether our faith,—that is to say, ouy influential
belief—correspond, in any due weasure, to this wide and vich extent of the
Divine communications.  What is our general consciousness in answer to
this question ? [lave we the ready immediate evidence, in our own feel-
ings, that our faith is extended in an ample compass of light, conviction
and power, over the fiechl of revelation even to its boundaries? or is it
miserably cireumseribed 2 Qur general consciousuess will soon testify to
the too narrow scope and extent of our faith, relutively to its objects. DBut
it might be a profitable exercise, sometimes to try it in particulars. Go
to any special parts of God’s Revelation, one after another, and say—
¢ [Iere is something for my fuith,” i. e. for me to believe and be in a right
manner «ffected by,  Ilas my faith ever been here? has this really heen
taken within its compass ?  "Tis true I did not discredit or deny this, ov
this. But has it ever been to me that which the Divine Spirit wrote it
Lere for 2 Ilas it beeu to me that instruction, impression —holy influence,
for which it was designed ?  Jf not—then my fuith has not extended to
this, has not included it.  And even now, is my faith acting upoun it ; or
it on my faith?” How often, in such an exercise of trial, shall we find
cause to repeat, “ Increase” our faith ! Widen it—enlarge its scope—let
it comprehend far more of God’s communications. Let us not say, there
is nothing heve for faith, in such a sense of the word. Consider in what
manner it is probable the most devout men may have thought and felt
upon even this part of God’s commuuications.

Let it not be objected, that this seems to he making every thing equally
important in the Divine Revelation—certainly not. There are matters
inferior and matters supreme ; but one thing is very certain, —that the
more effectually faith is exercised on the supremely important things of
God’s revelation, the move will be found of what is instructive and beneficial
in the inferior ones—the relation and connexion of the less with the greater
will be the move evident and striking.

Then, if we advert to the grand matters of Divine Revelation, which
are to be the clief objects of faith, we shull have to deplove its deficiency,
and say, ¢ Increase our faith,” for how mighty is the demand made upon
it by the most awfully important realities and doctrines, manifested by
this Divine light ! that is to say, 1F ouar faith is to bear any proportion
to them. We hardly need to name among them the existence and glori-
ous attributes of the Almighty—(though it is revelation that has mani.
fested this grand object to faith—that is to suv, the true and elenr idea
of such a Being.) ranscendent idea! One Being who is the infinity of
all possible excellencies! If there be an Atheist, think what is blotted
from his soul! But we believe—now do we believe? By forgetting?
by disregarding?

It is one of the grand things of Revelation that we really are destined
to another state of existence, and to live for ever. Now with what mea-
sure of competence does our faith meet this its most solemn object ? Let
us honestly judge by the tendency of owr thoughts to advert to it—its habia
tual newrness to our minds, as if it were impending over them—by its
instant suggestion in our forming of plans and projects—the depth of
feeling and interest with which we dwell upon it—the extreme sense of
reality—the instant falling of all other things and considerations to an
inferior rank—the overpowering force with which it is ever ready to
come in—the progressive increase of its power as we are going forward—
its becoming more and more decidedly a cause of pleasure. All this is
JSuith, with respect to one of the great objects, If there is far too little of
all this,—then, ' Lord, increase our faith!”

Another conspicuous point in Divine Revelation for faith is, that the
condition of man is wretchedly fallen, and depraved, and ruined, The
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testimony to this from matter of obvious fact, too, comes in with a fleod,
a torrent of evidence. Now for our faith, as directed to this—is the pride,
that would deny it, borne down ? Do we habitnally recognize this sad fact
in thinking of the justice and attributes of God? Is it the one thing
which, incomparably beyond all others, we are anxious to be delivered
from ? Does it completely reduce us to he willing to be oljects of mere
mercy before Gud ? Does the consideration of it perfectly dispose us to
welcome with greatitude and joy any method which the Divine mercy may
choose and exhibit for our deliverance? This is fuith. Do we feel such a
faith absolutely and constantly ? if not, say we, *“ Increase our faith ?”

Next, there is the grand object of Faith—the Saviour of sinners.

Now as to Him—do we receive, with simplicity and adoration, the mul.
tiplied declarations of Seripture as to his Divine nature? That the Divi-
nity was mysteriously combined with the human nature in him? Do we
maintain a humble, solemn and entire reliance on his death as an infinite-
ly meritorious sacrifice—a propitiation—an atonement ? Have we a deep
animated exercise of the cffections towards Him 2 Do we entrust our souls
wholly to him, with a full and strong action of eur will? Have we the
habitual consciousness of being actuated by the principle and the senti-
ment of heing his devoted, faithful disciples and servants? This is living
faith. Who can say he needs not pray, «“ Increase my faith ?”

We may just name—the doctrine of a Providence. Does it inspire a
humble confidence as to our own lot? calm our passions with respect to
the strange state of this world ?

A future judgment. We believe it, with assent. What then? are we
preparing for it in our own persons ?

Such are the chief objects of faith, respecting which we have to lament
and reproach its deficiency. We have in a great measure anticipated
what might have been said of its deficiency in the practical results. We will
just only name one or two obvious particulars. Faith deficient with respect
to its great objects, will have its practical deficiency with respect to dili-
gent, zealous, universal service of God, and to the power of resistance of
temptation. For temptation brings its objects to be placed in competition
with those which faith has, and it presents them vividly and mear. Now
if faith presents its ohjects faintly and too distant, it is inadequate to its
end, and we need to pray for its increase. DPatience in the prosecution of
difficult and apparently little successful labours of Christian duty (enabling
to endure asseeing him who is invisible, &c¢.) —steady trust in God, in dark
and trying circumstances, (by a just appropriation of Divine promises,)
—the maintaining of a decided systematic sepdration fron the worid—
constancy and pleasure in religious exercises, i. e. in devotion, which is the
high health of the soul—exemption from the oppressive fear of death.
How important then an ¢ Increase of [aith ! But how to seek and obtuin
this 2 Shall we wait for it with mere indolent wishes? regard the defi-
ciency as only so much more for the mercy of God to forgive? idly envy
the larger possessor of it, as do some of what we call the favors of fortune ?
No; we must apply our minds to contemplate much more, and more seri-
ously, the grand objects of faith—must look and reflect most seriously on
the greatness of the evils attending its narrowness and weakness, and con-
template often the eminent cxamples of fuith. For see what faith has done,
especially in times of persecution ! Let not the weakness of human nature
be pleaded in excuse, wheu it is seen what others have been by it enabled
to support. Attentively watch and ascertain whether there he any pro-
gress or not, and what are the most preventing causes. And then there is
the one greut expedient—the supreme resource in all things,—prayer to
the Great Spirit! 'To enforce all this, let the consideration be often
recalled, that we are advancing continually and fast toward the point
where faith is to leave us. Let it not be « meluncholy farewell.
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VIII.—The Past Year.

Busy memory oft leads us back to the sunny days of child-
hood, and imagination in her active flight lcads us to many a
spot and person with which we identified pleasures both deep
and sweet. Many a time we have stood and gazed, as in a
vision, on the craggy cliff, the wide spread sea, the verdant
meads and meandering stream of that small spot of earth which
we once called onr Home ; while tlie scene past in panorama be-
fore us, a smile like youthful days would flush our countenance,
an index of the momentary gladness that dwelt within. But a
moment more brought its tears, betokening the sadness that
mingled itself with our associations since we had left the scene of
early revelry to mingle with the great family. We did not
mourn so much for places as for those who peopled them. Places
remain much the same. The same trecs, rivers, lills, sea, all
are as they were, except where the innovating hand of im-
provement has waged war with nature for man’s convenience.
It was not for these we were sad, but for those who had given
them all their endearing associations. We were sad for the
friends of our youth, who are now either separated from us by
seas or circumstances, or, swallowed up in the busy scenes of
prosperous or afflictive life, are forgetful of us; or, being con-
signed to the grave, ave alike forgotten and unknown.

The recollection of one especially saddened us: yet it was
not a morbid, unhealthy sadness, that led us to wrap our-
selves in the mantle of monkish stoicism. No! it induced us
to attempt soberly to estimate the past, and improve all the
associations of the future with increased diligence.

The person around whom memory had so fondly clung was
an old weather-beaten seaman, who, disabled by the arduous
duties he lLad performed, was now ¢ living at home at ease,”
in a snug birth on the margin of the beautiful bay which
spread its smooth surface, far as the eye could reach, before
our romantic town. lle was a fine hoary-headed old man ; his
countenance, though rugued, beamed with benevolence ; his eye
sparkled with euvergy, and intimated that its movements were
regulated by a kind hea:t. Yet was there a sternness and
sobriety about him which would not allow you to trifle or annoy
him, even in hislighter moments. Yet he was playful, and much
attached to the young. It was his delight to take them in his
walks to some eminence fromn which he might show them the
fairest prospects, and delight them with stories of far away
countries and people, never forgetting to dircet them to lessons
of utility for this world, and of a capiivating character for
the world to come. Many a time since we wandered over
hill and dale, have we bad brought to our remembrance his

V. 40



638 T'he Pust Year. [Dec.

tales, kis delineation of character, faithful monitions, his pro-
verbs, and earnest exhortations to seek after the one thing
needful. The remembrance of them has been as excellent oil,
and as water to the weary in a sterile land. ke was our Men-
tor : he reproved our follies, rebuked our vices, and commended
such acts as might be deemed worthy of commendation. He
reminded us of the wrongs we should receive, the trials we
had to endure, and entreated us to acknowledge the Lord in
all onr ways, that he might direct our steps.

We have felt desirous to associate with the past year some
such mingled feelings of sorrow and gladness as the recollection
of our good [riend has otten induced. We are about to part with
it tor ever. Its days, weeks, and months have rolled on. They
have returned to their native eternity, and borne to the ear of
Deity a message concerning us.  Though they are gone, they
are not lost: though they are passed, they are not entombed :
they will have a resurrection—they will meet us again in the
day of andit—they will spring up, as the flowers of spring from
the bed of winter, in all their freshness and reality. They
will either be our friends or foes. How necdful, how salutary,
then, to muse a while, and think on ¢the past year, that we
may avoid the abuses in which we have indulged in that which
is to come, and set a higher estimate on the mercies which are
yet to flow from the presence of God.

It has Leen a year of mercies. The favor of God, lile an
untiring stream, has flowed with us in all our wanderings. It
has been full or seanty as our neccesities required ; abundantly
copious for the wants of our families, connections, city, coun-
try—nay, even for the whole world. But to us, as individuals,
it has flowed lucidly, opportunely, and freely. We have
never had to institute the inquiry, where is mercy? On our
Lealth, our minds, onur engagements, in the countenances of our
friends and children, in the mmoments of affliction, and even on
the death of the good, has this been inscribed—God is love.
It has tempered every blast, alleviated every sorrow, and ren-
dered additionally sweet every comfort and blessing. The rising
of every morning’s sun, and the shades of every evening have
Dbecn a comment on this truth,—~his mercy endureth for ever.
As mercy is written on every act of God to us, lel grafitude
be inseribed on every movement of that life which should be
devoted to him. Let shame cover us for past ingratitude, and
decision enable us to entomb every thing which can prevent
our minds and lives expressing a gratitude commensurate with
the obligations we owe.

It Las been a year of ¢rials. Though mercy has been
borne on the wings of every breeze, we may not have been
able to hear its voice: sometimes it may have been chilling,
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and withered the flowers we loved and cherished ; yet was it
merey still; but the very merey was a trial in the aspect
it wore, and the effects it produced. We suppose that our
heavenly Father, to be our friend, must be always clothed in
smiles—but He is not less kind to the earth who sometimes
obscures the bright glare of the sun by clouds, and creates the
storm to purify the atmosphere, than he is when he robes it
in light and beauty. Nor is that parent less a friend to his
child who corrects his errors, and uscs ¢ severe merey™ to save
bis boy from threatening ils. Perhaps you may have been ealled
to experience the severe mercy of heaven. Its kindness may
have worn a dark aspeet; you may have been called to lay in
the grave your wife, your husband, vour sweet babe, your
interesting and budding youth ; you may have been despoiled
of strength, of wealth, of mental vigor. Your character may
have been assailed. Well, if all this should have centered in
you, what is it but an intimation that something was wrong,
that you nceded correction. You were idolatrous, perhaps,
in your attachments, proud of your attainments, elated with
your successes—iorgetting God in the midst of your favors.
But he loved vou, wished your affections, and sent yon trials
to bear, which he knew you could not sustain withont his aid.
He wished to hear your voice, and he was assured the most
effectual way to attain the object was to smite aud afllict you.
But he will make all these oppressions work for your good.
They will elevate you, nerve you, spiritnalize you; make you
more like the suftering friend of man, and lead you to higher
and holier interviews with God. Murmur not, therefore, under
your afllictions ; but be submissive and resigned, as was Christ.
Let your life say, “ Iven so, Father, for so it seemed good in
thy sight.”

It has been o year of probation. YWhen the hours of the
previous year were coming to a close, justice might be heard
erying, © Cut it down ; why cumbereth it the ground ?” But love
raised its potent voice, and entreated for our coutinnance yet a
little longer : nor did it entreat in vain. We were permitted to
remain on the theatre of life for a while longer, that our ten-
dencies might be manifested, and the elements of our character
developed. New time was bestowed, that it might be seen
what use we would make of it. New favors were granted, that
it might be ascertained whether we would trample them
beneath our feet, as we had done the past. New energies,
enlarged opportunities for doing good, increased experience, were
all given, that we might employ them for the good of men and
Christ's honor. We leard a vorice from heaven, saying, ¢ Take
this time, this health, this experience, this opportunity for

402
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benefiting men ; take this new year, and occupy till I come.
Ye are stewards for me. Be faithful to your trust.” When
that veice first saluted our ears, we felt inclined to obey
its mandate ; but, alas! how soon werec its impressions erased ;
they were as momentary and evanescent as the impressions of
the {alling snow on the surfaee of some still luke ;—they were
but to perish. May we not say, while we tearfully glance at
the past year's probation, ¢ Euter not into judgment with us,
O Lord, we besecch thee.” What we have doue, has it not been
limited ? what we have left undone has heen much more. We
wish we had done our duty, fulfilled our stewardship, and we
almost suppose our wishes to be accepted for the deed ; but we
fear that the lines which are recorded of the past year, as of
many that have preceded, will be ¢ good intentions unful-
Silled ; “ vows broken ;" ** promises violated ;" ** unfaithful
stewardships 2" Fearful records these to encounter, especially
when viewed in the clear light of the eternal world.

It has been a year of death. What ravages has it made
in the social circle! How many who commenced the new
series of time cqually healthy and promising as ourselves
have been cut down. How many are the vacancies created
in our domestic circle! The infant’s winning smiles have
ceased to charm ; the youth of promise is gone to bloom in
another world ; the sympathies of the wife and the affection
of the husband have been checked ; the friend and companion
ceased to communicate and cheer. Who has severed these
alliances, who has Lrolen these chains that bound us so closely
to the earth? Who is it that has thrown a shade over our
retrospects, and made all our bliss to associate itself with the
future? It is the stern and resistless messenger of heaven—
Deatn! How many vacancies has it created in the univer-
sal circle! From the circles of the noble and great many
have been called, who have long made conspicuous figures in
society. From the circle of letters and science many illustri-
ous ones have ceased to cheer and instruct : from the number
of the Indian literati, Wilkins and Mill, the one distinguish-
ed for his knowledge in Indian languages, the other for his
diligent and successtul labors in Indian history, are gone for
ever ;—Dbut what multitudes in the more ordinary walks have
slept in death! Like the leaves of the forest, they have
seared and fallen, equally unnoticed and forgot. We are still
living amidst this desolation: but why did not death, as he
walked through the earth, lay his hand upon us? Was it not
that we might improve the time given us to the promotion of
his honor, who stayed the hand of the destroying angel as he
passed through the camp, even of the good, with his imperious
mandate ?
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Though we live, we have one year less to live: we are one
year nearer to the judgment, to our final state : one year less
of mercy, of opportunity for doing good, for becoming meet
for the kingdom of God. We are one year further from the
energies of youth and the poetry of life, aud one ncarer the
solemnities and sterility of old age. We are nearer by many
months either to the bliss of heaven or the miscries of hell. We
have a year less to trifle with, as well as one less to improve.

To some of us this may be the last year. We Lknow not
what a day shall bring forth: we are ignorant of the issues of
the morrow. Th® trnals of the next year may comne mingled
with the message of heaven to our souls. We are dying
creatures : this is stamped upon our features. This is written
upon all our engagements, Ye are dying creatures. But of
the day and hour we know not. Whatsoever our hands find to
do, let us do it with all our might.

Dear reader, the objcet of these remarks is to induce you to
reflect on the object for which you live—to prepare for death
and cternity—to become decided for God; lest your period of
probation should close ere you have secured an interest in the
mercy of God. Wedesire you, in parting with the old year, tobear
in remembrance its many friendly monitions, its nuinerous mer-
cies, its affecting judgments ; that in the year to come you may
avoid the errors, embrace more vigorously the virtues which
surround you, and press on with more energy and diligence in
the way and work of God. Remember that when you lie down
to sleep in the grave, it will not lLe to rest; you will either
rise to be active in the discharge of enlarged obedience in
heaven, or sink to the unceasing activities of that world where
rest would be a boon, and death is a mercy ever coveted but ne-
ver attained. Asall streams flow to the sea, so all spirits tend
to their native eternity, and all dispensations and voices speak
but one language— Prepare to meet thy God. Give an accound
of thy stewardship.

Piros

IX.—The Roman Character and the English Language in
India.
s To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
IR,

A writer in your journal, under the signature of L. W., avows himself
 somewhat surprised and concerned to observe, that there isstill one
man among your correspondents so far blinded as to uphold the Roman
character as the best means by which the people of India are to be edu-
cated.” At the risk of being numbered among the blind, I will venture
to offer a few remarks on L. W.’s views and arguments ; and without pre.
tending to put myself forward as the advocate of the Education Commit-
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tee, so able to defend themselves, I take up my pen, I confess, with a very
friendly feeling towards the Romanizers and their system.

L. W. has blended together two questions perfectly independent of one
another ; viz. the Romanizing system, and the introduction of the English
languuge as a means of education in India. Besides this mistake, L. W,
has. I believe, made another in supposing that any one advocutes the ex-
clusive teaching of the Roman alphabet, or the erclusive adoption of the
English language for communicating to the people of India the elements of
knowledge.

Should there be no such thing in the world as the English language, it
would be no less desirable on that account to have, if possible, one alpha.
bet Lrought into common use (as there is now in a great measure one
language) from Cape Comorin to the Himélaya, @ from the Barram.
putra to the Indus. And it may, perhaps, be contended that even then
it would be advantageous to give to the Roman alphabet a preference over
any of those used in this country, in case sufficient means should exist to
promote the success of such achoice. That it is indeed a great desideratum
to have one character brought into generaluse all over Tudia, is, I believe,
allowed by every one. This country presents the very strong anomaly of
people speaking the same language, able to write it, and still incapable of
reading each other’s letters. ‘T'he Nagriletters, (besides that they are
far from being so extensively used as the Hindustani language,) notwith.
standing a certain family likeness, are so very different in different dis.
tricts as to be frequently almost illegible at a few miles from the place
where they are in common use. This circumstance is a powerlul obstacle
to the education of the people. A buok printed for one district can scarce-
Iy be read out of it. Of course this increases tenfold the expences of educa-
tion, and it should not to be wondered at, if, in such a state of things,
zealous and enlightened friends of popular education should have thought
that the greatest proportion of the limited pecuniary means put at their
disposal by Government, should be devoted to the teaching of the Roman
alphabet. ~ But it is very far from their intention to exclude Ly this means
the nutive alphabets, which will continue to support themselves as they
have done hitherto. The adoption of the Roman alphabet would withont
doubt ultimately tend to the abandonment of the Nagri, &c., but this
will only take place in the course of time when they have become useless,
and no one wishes to hasten by violent means the moment of their natu-
ral demise.

L. W. regards ¢ the adoption of the English langnage as a means for
educating the people of India, as equally irrational and impracticable a
scheme” as the Romanizing system. It would be indeed an irrational and
impracticable scheme if English was intended as a direct and evclusive
means for popular education: but the English language is merely pro.
posed as asort of substitute for Persian, Sanserit and Arabic ; as a learned
language, better calculated than any of the three mentioned, to open to
some of the most talented among the followers of Brahma and Mahomet,
the high-road to knowledge ; and will through them, by means of translations
into the vernaculars, bring the treasures of modern science within the
reach of their countrymen.” The vernacular languages of the country (by
which 1 mean the languages in common use among the people) are almost
totally unfitted in their present state to convey any sort of scientific in-
formation. They require assistance for that purpose from scme foreign
language, and none could better afford it than that of the rulers.

T'o return to the Romanizers : their case seems to be simply this : They

contend, . .
1st, 'That it is desirable to adopt a written character which may be

brought into general use all over India.



1836.] the English Language in India. 643

2ndly, That the Roman character offers on the whole the greatest ad-
vantages, and ought to be preferred.

3rdly, That it is practicable to bring the Roman character into general
use all over the country.

To the fivst proposition every one seems ready to agree, should the
desideratum be not unattainable.

To support the second, which has met with some opponents, it is main.
tained, that, Ist, 2« man may be taught to read and write the Roman cha-
riacter in less than half the time necessary to teach him to read a Persian
letter*: 2ndly, The Roman character admits of being written much more
quickly than the Nigri or Bengali: 3rdly, The Roman alphabet, with a
few easy modifications, may bemmade more philosophical than, and in every
respect much superior to, any of the native alphabets, upon which it has
already the immense advantage of punctuation. 4thly, Books may be
printed in Roman letters at much l