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THE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

·rilo. 56.-January, 1837, 

1.-The New Yem·. 

LAND of our youth! every association with it is dear. The 
recollection even of its saddest scenes is cherished with intense 
energy. \Ve fasten upon it, even with all its failings, as the 
i,·y clings to the oak; and while we remember its peace, in­
dustry, virtue and piety, we feel like the tenacious plant that 
separation is death. The love of country is only excelled by 
the love we bea1· to the better land. It is one of the strongest 
ties that binds man to earth. How potent was its influence 
on the captured sons of Israel ! N eithe1· the splendors of 
Egypt's court, nor the chains of imperious Babylon, could 
eradicate from their hearts the love they bore to the rocks, the 
rivers, the mountains and glades of theland flowing with milk 
and honey. They loved its milk' more:thari the Wi-rtefof ;~;­
and its honey was·more sweet.thai.!_ the pr-ai~e o(nohles~~ ,_Jf~wii:s · 
the wild and romantic aspect of:thatland;associated.-~w:ith~the 
privileges they had enjoy'ed, tha~,ij,de:its rerilemhra,nde:refreF'1 

ino- as the dew of the morning;i:'..a.'~~;inspiriting as ,M-a,rit.+' 
to°tlie daring Greeks. Their IeatM.•ir,-fastened tipo11..-~·-
or valley, sonie bi;ook or .river,. by. whiche-to·~ 
(hooping courage and dying:faith; .no,r l:i',a!i-i_tp 

We can sav, that the recolleitioU: 0£:0. • to' 
ject which oft ralli<>s and cheers:;in,tlli •11~ 
the remem~rance of its e~er~v~n , ·tbl • 
in us sensat10ns of a pleasrng.though;o : 
The..t~collection of its summers enhMt' 
culated to giYe a pleasing but SQID~ 
winters cast over us a damp anclJ#' 
calls up associations of beauty;;;f 
We wish at this period of .bh.fi 
have a place in our heartj," 
special prominence. W \f 

VJ. D 
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good influence, it may be to imluce us, at thi.~ new era of time, 
to be active and diligent in promoting the welfare of mankind 
and the glory of Jesus. May we not also hope, that those of 
our re:ulers who are dwellm·s in this land of almost perpetual 
snnmier, will be induced, from the love they bear to the spot 
they call their home, and the sleeping-place of their father,i, 
to awake at this bracing season to new and increased effort for 
the evangelization of India? \Vhatever influence the love of' 
certain spots of earth may have over us, we have a country 
which we do mutually love, and the happiness of which we hope 
mutually to enjoy ;-

" A land of pure delight, 
'V'here saints immortal reign, 

,V'here endless day exdudes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain." 

If we can, in any measure, lay claim to be called the leaders 
of the Christian bands, we would, in imitation of the Jewish 
chiefs, and the chiefs of less favored people, fix on some of 
the peculiarities of that land to urge you to renewed labor. 
Look to the brightness of its llory-the perpetuity of its 
happiness-the loveliness of its ord-the certainty and high 
character of its rewards; and contral'lt them with the misery, 
the shame, the blaclmess of darkness which await all that 
fall short of its safety; and then, if it be possil>le to remain inert, 
let us, if we can, permit the p1·ivileges, talents, time, mercies of 
this year, pass as unimproved as those of the past, without our 
being covered with additional shame, and looking to the day 
of death as a day of reproach and censure, instead of a season 
of unqualified approbation. This is the attainment, to follow 
the Master not only in his gladness and happiness, but in his 
labor and sorrow. 

But we must descend to the world in which we dwell, and 
'Pmplate the field given us to cultivate: it is Yast and 

'ng-it is the world ; a world of exertion ; a scene 
-.t of rest. 'l'he· truth of this position is manifest 

•;onal and irrational world. Nothing can rest: 
, essential to the attainment of every oqject, 

~

ishonorable. The irrational wo1·ld sets 
,
1 

,herself is ever in active exercise, 
080 new fancies, new beauties, uew 

·-an is not only kept in constant agita-
wen, but is in perpetual motion-the 

'ing but one grand stream circulll­
"ltanets in their constant move­

'lJld all the apparatus of heaven 
~ation-by harmonious move­

example is not less striking. 
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Man, as a subject of this world in body, and not less in mind, is 
tlVer active ; even when he l'lcl'ks for restoration in the arms of 
"uature's sweet restorer," his imagination is ever roving to 
objects far away. Thus the two grand divi.~ions of the 
world manifest to us that the Go<l who rules in the heavens 
is a being of energy, and that he infuses that energy into all 
the creatures u11de1· his immediate control-that activity allfl 
obedience are the distinguishing traits of his government. Is 
it so in that highest and uoblest department of his rule, the 
Church? 

Before proceeding to solve this query, 01· make applica­
tion of the former remarks to the subject of increased effort, 
let us endeavour to strengthen om· position by a reference 
to the principles which regulate the untiring operations of 
mankind. It is a maxim with the world, that the energy 
and exettion bestowed on an object shoutd be proportioned to 
its supposed value. The man ambitions of occupying the seat 
of government will throw more energy into his enterprize, than 
the youngster desirous only of filling up some minor post in 
society. Those who are clesirnus of having their names 
emblazoned in the page of history as the wise and great 
of the earth, are more concerned about their reputation than 
the individuals who spring forth and seer like the leaves of 
some dense and unfrequented forest. Such characters spare no 
time, talent, energy, or sacrifice in the attainment of their 
object. They will, in fact, oft give life, that they may merely 
have written upon their tombstones the great, the wise, the no­
ble. It is true, tanity is written upon their efforts, and nothing­
ness is stamped on their reward; but still it proves the 
position,-that in proportion to the supposed \talue of the 
object is the energy bestowed in the pursuit of its attain­
ment. Another principle which keeps the machinery of tJir 
world in motion, is, that though success may not a_~n~t 
crown diligent and well directed effo1'ts, yet a__re ;roper 
to cease in 01fr r,ver~ions. The husbandman at11:

10 
rol!"~s 

sea~on casts. lus_ seed _mto . the ground i watcllf'""s t th/ tender 
of its germmation with rntense anxiety ; !-~ almost to 
blade issue from the bosom of the earth-it -'t~;~\~ft a blight 
maturity, and promises an abundant ~b ;borer in its de­
passes over it, and entombs all thd t0 P!\

0 
,b:t the great Ruler 

vastating march. He performe ush. u :rtorts with the success 
did not deem it proper to _crown is e • hid in the secret 
anticipated, for reasons ~•~•c~ muSt "v::•: also have observ­
counc1ls of the great Admimstiator. 1 y integrity all c·on-

h h t d • ht trnde.9n1an, w 1ose 
ed t e ones an uprig • tep terminating his life 
spire to admire, thwarted at c~e[Y: .' exempt Such an 
in a penury from which the w1c ce ate • 

r, fl 
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arrangement of things must in retrospection induce mingled 
feelings of pleasure and pa.in. To witness the success of virtn. 
ons energy, is an object which, like the oasis in the desert, 
cheers and refreshes in this fallen and unhappy world ; while 
the contemplation of well di1·ectcd efforts dt,feated, must ever be 
to all a suqject of deepest grief. \Ve will but refer to one 
otl1er position, and then endeavour to bring the whole to bear 
011 the subject in hand, ,,iz. the increased effort of the Church. 

The all-wise Ruler of the universe has declared, that 
though the croTI·n be taken from the mighty, and the bat. 
tie be not given to the strong; yet when the affairs of 
the unfrerse shall be adjusted, and the records of heaven 
searched for the judgment of the world, the harm,ony of 
all his proceedings will demonstrate the trnth of the declara­
tion, written for the support of the tried, that all things 
shall conspire together for good to them that love God, and 
obey his commands. "'' e shall then find that the chilling winter 
was as essential to our happiness as the warm and enlivening 
summer. We shall perceive that our temporary defeats were 
as essential to our ultimate success, as our moments of triumph. 

If the positions we have laid down be true, they are applica­
ble only with much greater force, and to a much greater extent, 
to the operations of the Church of Christ. That church should 
be an active bodv-it shoul<l be in a state of covstant exertion. 
The very figure; employed to designate it are indicative of its 
active character: " Members of his body," wJo is " the living 
head"-" lights of the world"-" living epistks"-" new crea­
tures." Not only have they this character, 'tut the elements of 
that character are given them to exert. LikJ stars they receive 
their light from Christ, that they may reflect'it on a dark world. 
Like rivers they receive their waters from the fountain, that 
they may shed them on all the wastes and ~eserts through which 
't:\':pass. The Christian body should alwd.rs be breaking up the 
s e rd,f' the world. Thev are the agitators ofsociety, the religi-

, ous 1st.. ·"' T L d h I d h • h ' I l ,,~rs of mankmd. he- or as pace t em rn t e 
~ c 10

. tJJ, ;t and keep it until he come, and they will be 
ding e in 

the 1''1l:hest degree if they neglect their Lord's bid­
acco~nt 8 shall ~on he~r-~he ~aster's voic~, saying, Give au 
th t . >'teTI.irrds1np·. W,th what feelmgs shall we hear 

a voice w w·u b t h . A . T. l e o many as t e song of the mornmg? 
vatJ!:";;-tlie 61,j t bo,·v/0 uld be propoi-tioned to the supposed 
ener whlch t~c • • e h~ve spoken of worldly men, and the 
de·i g1J bjeet ey/~-w mto an effort for the attainment of 
1
-m~trat· e O h 8

• au~ers to this subject a.s one worthy our 
1 a ion w en he say;i -, TI d . . 

tibl " 'f: d" " ;, ,_ iey o tlus to gam a corrup­
e or a mg_ ~ow~, we>a.o unfading laurel. We have a 

much nobler obJect in v1ew-the··erown of life, the satvatioo 
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of the soul. Having been brought into the pale of salva­
tion ourselves, we are expected and commanded to exert 
our best energies for the salvation of others. What a noble 
object ! The salvation of a soul! What is the worth of a ,wul? 
Eloquence, figures, poetry, all have been employed to set forth 
the value of a soul, but have failed adequately to impre;i.~ either 
the minds of men or the Church with its import. Nor should 
we wonder when the eloquence of heaven, embodied in the 
life and sufferings of Jesus, failed to accomplish the design. 
When the substance of all figures failecl to impress, who shall 
feel surprised that figures themselves cease to influence ? Dear 
sirs, whatever estimate we may have formed either of the 
worth of om· own souls or those of others, this know, that 
heaYen deemed them more valuable than worlds. And why? 
Because the inhabitants of that world knew the depths of 
misery to which they could sink, the extent of suffering of 
which they were capable, the horrid companionship to which 
they were tending. They knew the amount of glory and 
bliss they were losing for ever; and they gave up theit· 
own king, their favorite, to come and seek and save that which 
was lost. The object we set befo1·e you as worthy the effort of 
a new year, is one which moved the peaceful mind of heaveu to 
pity; stirred the energies of hell to new activities, and agitated 
even those that slept in the graves; and is it not one that is wor­
thy all our time, talent, property, prayer, and effort, to attain? 
" He that converteth a sinner from the error of his ways, saveth 
a soul from death, and hideth a multitude of sins." 

We must not be dete1Ted from our pui·pose, because success 
does not spring to us now. This tmth is written to cheer the 
mind under a long series of disappointments, but it should never 
lead to the neglect of inquiry into the cause of the want of 
success over which we lament, either in our own sphere or 
the world at large. It is when we a1·e sure we a1·e following 
Christ fully, acting strictly according to his commands, and 
treading in his footsteps, that such a tmth can either support 
or cheP,r. The individual who expects success in Christ's 
cause, while he is pmsning his own plans to the neglect of the 
plain declarntions of heaven, or mingling his clay with. the gold 
of the temple, anll then in absence of success solaces his. xµind 
with this, that all will be well,-is like those who cry, Peace, 
peace, when the1·e is none. When we have not,sncce,is, we 
should well examine botlt the motives which prompt to action, 
and the machine1·y by which we at·e endeavouring to effect 
the divine intentions: yet if we steadily pmsue the means of 
God's appointment, all things will work together for good to 
the Church and the wol'ld. Success may associate itself with 
the labors of the Lord's servants when they cease to live. The 
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last rays of the sun remind men of the con1ing night, and 
teach them to work while it is day. The dying moments of a 
good man not unfrequently arouse the thoughtless, amongst 
whom he has labored, to think and act. Neither is it the in­
fluence of one day's sun that calls forth the seed and rip1ms it 
to fruit: it is the successive rising and waning of the o-L·eat 
orb. So it may be with our wol'ic \Ve sow the seed, (let us 
be sure we do,) others come and water and dress it; but the 
har,'est will be _great, will be sure. We shall hail the wheat 
gathered into the garnet· with shouts of joy, and see in the 
sheaves many for whom we watched and pmyed, (but in our 
estimation in vain,) saved from the fate of the wicked. 

One po:-ition we have omitted, which we are not willing to 
omit :-it is, that in order to the attainment o.f ow· purpose, we 
should always keep one object, and one alone, steadily in view. 
It is scarcely necessary to intimate that a multiplicity .of ob­
ject;: distract attention and divide energies, is the high-road to 
defeat and disgrace. As Christians, we should set before us 
a soul pursuing its course to another world-surrounded by 
contrary influences, drawing it in this and that direction, but 
always from the path of truth; at the end of its career we 
should steadily keep in view the miseries of hell and the glories 
of heaven. \Ve should endeavour to feel the very warmth of 
the flame of the pit, and catch the feeling which animates the 
heavenly family; and under the influence of the two feelings 
be prompted to go and stand on the borders of hell, and warn 
the unhappy spirits tending there, to "flee from the wrath to 
come,"-pointing their downward eyes to the glories they are 
forsaking. This is not asking more from you than Jesus did. 
He went and preached to the spirits in prison, and it is a dis­
tinguishing trait in his mercy that it never forsakes a sinner 
until he is fairly within the region of eternal distress. 

Under these circumstances and with this labor before us, all 
feelings must resolve themselves into the two classes referred to 
at the commencement of the paper-either pleasurable or 
painful. The painful will associate itself with the past, with 
distant survey and nearer inspection. The neglects, the 
errors, jealousies, follies, and inertness of the past must excite 
regret. \II/hen we survey distant scenes untilled, unblessed, 
we mourn. Who can stretch his eye over Western Asia, once 
the scene of the noblest triumphs of the Cross, and see the 
sanctuaries of God laid waste, and the . haughty M usalman, 
with the smile of contempt curling on his lip, pointing to their 
ruins, and saying, ' Here lies your father's house desolate,' and 
not mourn ? Who can range over the vast interior of Africa, 
and witnesE its hor<les of people, the subjects of brutal passions 
and the victims. of deadly feuds, bearing on their every fea-
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ture evidences of heavenly displeasure, and not mourn ? vVho 
can traverse in imagination the immense tracts of Southern 
America, peopled by wild barbarians, or more ferocious beings 
of European extraction under the Christian name, and not 
mourn? Who can look upon the millions of this continent, 
untouched, unimpressed by the labors of' forty years, and not 
mourn? Or who can think of the immense masses of human 
beings in nominally Christian lands, pressing to the grave 
without even torch-light to guide them through its dark portals 
to the blessedness of God, and not mourn? Who can think 
of the masses that have lived in our own days, and see them 
rising nation after nation from the bed of death, with the 
look of wild astonishment stamped upon their countenances, 
and the exclamation of dismay uursting from their agonized 
hearts, " No man cared for our soul,Y;" who can contemplate 
this mass of present and future misery without putting his 
hand on his mouth and his mouth in the dust, and crying, 
Unclean, unclean ? " 0 that my eyes were as a fountain of 
tears, that I migh~ weep for the sins of the past !" 

But let us inspfct the scene at home, the nearer view, the 
theatre of our daily walk and exertion. What are the aspects it 
wears? How ma11y budding youth, how many hale men and 
fathers in Christ have we in our circle? How many valorous 
warriors do we witness fighting the battles of the Lord ! How 
many are pressing into heaven's gate ! Reverse it: how many 
are crowding the road that leads to death : thick and pleasant 
are they, like the host of the Assyrian, and like them, in a 
little will they be still in death. vVe will not dwell here, but 
simply intreat you not to be unmindful of the darker aspects 
which the world presents to all, theologically considered. 
Take a map : mark those sections that are partially or alto­
gether evangelized white, and see how large a portion of it 
remains black, morally black, wrapt in a funereal pall. Suspend 
it in your study, and when you would become weary in well­
doing, or faint in prayer, look upon it, and think of the millions 
that are involved in the thick darkness of the fall, and be 
unmoved, if it be possible. Let the miseries of t!te world p1·ompt 
us to tabor. 

But the pleasant views are not few. There are many spots 
in this earth on which the eye of God can rest with a 
delight greater than that of Mungo Park when he discove1·­
ed the tuft of grass in the desert; and he cau contemplate 
nothing with pleasure but that which is holy and good. In 
imitation of the Lord we may look on many spots of this 
fallen world, and be glad. "When we look ou the sterile shores 
of Greenland, and see the modern Missionary successfully 
rearing the banners of the Cross, are we not glad? The ·islands 
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of the Southern Pacific, are they not a theme of rC'joicing? 
Has not the stillness of that vast district been broken by 
the voice of grateful song, and the rude ba1·barities of canni­
hal life exchanged for the suavities of Christian inte1·cotmie i' 
Has not the jutting Cape of Storms found amongst its people 
man~- who ha,·e made Christ their refuge? In the islands of 
the \Vest, peopled by the injured tribes of Africa, has not the 
note of salvation found a response in many thousand heai·ts, 
and its grace exerted its influence ove1· many thousand lives? 
Among the Karens, Barmans, Musahnans, Hindus-nay, from 
e.ery tribe and tongue, has not the gospel brought its trophies? 
The Holy Ghost-no respecter of persons-has he not found 
hearts in every land in which he could delight to dwell? 
These varied but important queries may all receive an affirma­
tive reply. The gospel has triumphed in ou1· own day, alike 
over the pride, ignorance, lust, and cruelty of fallen nature. 
This should encourage us in the belief that our great High 
Priest still lives and reig-ns, and is mindful of his church. It 
is not, however, with us in this city, in this land, as it is with 
many departments of the church. We cannot point to our 
thousands of converts, and say "Here are our epistles," &c. 
\Vhat would be the course of conduct pursued by worldly 
men under such circumstances ? Would the husbandman, 
who had the same soil, seed and prospects, be satisfied if he 
did not obtain the same success as his neighbour? Would he 
not inquire, and correct his errors both in theory and practice? 
Yes. Do you wish to know your errors? We will point out 
one. It is the limited interest which lay Christians have taken 
in the Mission work. We have not labored in the Mission 
cause as Christians ought in a heathen land. We have been 
living too much under the error, that salvation was to flow 
through the missionary, and ministerial channel alene. What 
an error ! How fatal to success ! Is the garner filled by the 
landlord, or the tenant alone? Do not all labor with their 
own hands, that the house may be full ? Whatever distinctions 
God may have made in our lot, he has made none in our dis­
charge of duty. He has so constituted us that we can all work, 
and he expects we will all obey his command, " Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." He desires 
his whole church to be a Mission church. May we not disap­
point the expectations of our best friend, our Saviour, our 
Judge. • 

Brethren, when we come to die many things will trouble us; 
but this that we have neglected the Master's Will will be as a 
millstone about our necks; and it will not only need all the power 
of grace to redeem us from our sins, but all the power of Christ's 
mediation to exculpate from the condemning charge that we 
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~new our Master's will and did it not. May it be our ambition 
m . the coming year to insP-ribe on our actiomJ, not the specu­
lative, the talking, the sentimental, but the practical Christian­
the .followe1's, in fact, of him whose very meat and drink it was 
to do the will of him that sent him. 

II.-Ka1'en Fune1·al Rites. 
Death is a fearful event to a Karen. Whenever the death of an indi­

vidual is announced, the man drops his axe, the woman her shuttle, and 
the child his toy ; not to be resumed again that day ; and the unfinished 
work· never. The house, or canoe, or other article on which the man 
was at work when the intelligence reached him, is abandoned to the 
beasts of the forest; and the labors of the loom are given to the worms, 
as a1-ticles more deadly than the tunic ofNessus. The corpse is bandaged 
up in cloths or mats sho1·tly after the person has expired, so that no part 
is visible, and then the spirits of deceased relatives a1·e called to visit the 
person who has just died, and guide him to Hades. Rice is next poured 
down at the head and feet of the corpse, and a basket, such as a Karen 
carries on his back, with an axe, a knife, a bag, a cooking pot, and a 
drinking cup, are placed by its side, while one exclaims, " 0 dead! eat as 
in thy state of consciousness on earth; eat, fear not, be not ashamed." 
As the neighbours and friends arrive at the house, each one expresses his 
grief in expressions like the following: Alas! alas ! what is this! Now I 
am afflicted indeed. Alas! alas! formerly thou conversedst happily with 
me. Alas! what shall I do ! 0 Lord, take this my friend, and suffer him 
not to go where he will be subjected to suffering. 

If the visitor comes from a distance, food is brought out, and before he 
eats, addressing the corpse, he says, "0 deceased ! eat and drink ; eat and 
drink as in thy state of consciousness formerly." After the company has 
assembled, they commence a musical chant as below. 
One person: " What is the matter?" Whole company: "Ascending the trunk." 

"What is the matter:" " Ascending the branch." 
" What is the matter?" " Taking the fruit." 
"What is the matter?" "Descending the branch." 
"What is the matter?" "Descending the trunk." 

,, ,, "What is the matter?" ., ., "Depositiug the fruit." 
General chorus. " Pitying the dead exceedingly, 

Unable to awake him up again." 
This is repeated, or supposed to be re~eated, in several different lan­

guages which no one understands, but which has been represented to me 
as in part from an old language, and in part fr~m the Kyen lan~uage. 

The people next encrage at "tiger and fowl, a game resemblmg drafts, 
intended to prefigure the s~ruggle of manki_nd with evil spirits. After 
this is over the company 1·1ses, and, marchmg slowly round the corpse, 
llings-

VI. 

" One house post, a pillar red, 
Two house posts, o. pillar red : 
Stamping round 11 smooth path, 
Beating round a smooth path, 
Catch a red cock of Hades ; . 
He will crow 11t night e.nd show the morn e11s1ly, 

o deceased, dece11sed I art thou dead, hast thou depurted? 
We speuk, we call, but he cannot reply. 

C 
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One house post, a pillar white, 
Two house poets, a pillar white : 
Stamping round to the starting point, 
Beating round to the starting point : 
Catch a white cock of Hades; 
He will crow at night and show the morn ensily. 

Choriu. 0 deceased, deceased ! art thou dead, liast thou de11a.-ted ? 
Vl7e speak, we call, but he cannot reply.'' 

When e,•ening comPs, lig·hts that burn for II short time only are placed 
nea1· the head and feet of the corpse, to represent the evening and morn­
ing stars, which in their leg~nd_ary lore, are lights showing departed spil·its 
the way to Hades; and behevrng, as they do, that that wol'id is the anti-
11odes of this, they say to the corpse, "the foot of the trees is there," 
11ointing to their summit ; "the tops of the trees are there," pointing to 
the roots; "the west is there," pointing to the east; and " tbe east is 
there," pointing to the west. At the close of this address the people 
commence singing the following lines. 

"The light at the head of the corpse is red, red. 
The light at the foot of the corpse is red, red. 
He goes with a torch the morning star, 
He goes with a light the morning star." 

Hot water is next poured out n~ar ~he head a1;1d feet of the co.rpse, 
which closes all the regular ceremomes till the burmog of the body, which 
mav occur next morning or be delayed a day or two. 

The interval is occupied with drinking and singing, slowly marching 
round the corpse. The compositions that are sung are usually but ill 
:idapted to the solemnities of the occasion. Love and war are the most 
prominent subjects. The following are offered as specimens. 

The Deadly Feud. 
Lutntu killed Likokn's wife with a spear; 
Likoku's wife he went and stabbed with a spear; 
Likoku resolvtod to tight him, 
Likoku resolved to attack him. 

Thy slaves are Low many? how many? 
Thy people are how many ? how many? 

My slaves come to the number of five hundred; 
My people come to the number of five hundred, 
They come in ranks from all parts, 
They come in ranks from every quarter, 
Who is the leading champion ? 
Who is the foremost champion ? 

The champion is Saule's son. 
The foremost man is Sanle's son. 

Where do the spears meet? where ? 
Where are the arrows shot? where? 

The spears meet at Klekhoda, 
The arrows are shot at Klekhoda. 

Thon saidst, though the arrows hit they injure not; 
Thou saidst, though the speara pierce they hurt not. 
The arrows have hit and slain thee outright; 
TJ,e spears have pierced and slain thee outright. 
They weave thy bier, they carry thee; 
They weave thy bier, they bear thee. 
They have borne thee over the gravelly plain; 
They have borne thee pl!.llt the gravel plain. 
Thy house comes in sight to-day ; 
Thy house is in sight to-day. 



183"/.] .Karen Funeral Rites. 

Thy house comes in sight, thy children know; 
Thy house is in sight, thy wife knows. 
At once thy r,hildren wail for thee, 
Thy bearers tread the steps to thy house, 
At once thy wife is wailing for thee. 
Thy benrers tread the ladder of thy house. 
They have reached the middle of the hall, 
They have reached the centre of the hall. 
Where shall be performed thy funeral rite? 
Where shall be performed thy mourning rite ? 

Perform them in the great hall, 
Mourn for me in the great hall. 

How many klos" shall be hung around ? 
How many klos shall be hung in the hall? 

Hang up five hundred and ten, 
Hang around five hundred and ten. 

A War Song. 

11 

The Sghos and Pgh6s in the following lines are the names of two 
different tribes of Karens, who until the present generation were almost 
continually at war with each other. Bgho was a Pgh6 chieftain, and Tu 
a leader of the Sghos, who in these verses are repre~ented as victims. 

One body advances, but Bgho is not there, 
A second body advances, but Bgho is not there. 
Bglio is seen the powerful one, 
Bgho appears the mighty one. 
Who is the champion of Bgho's man ? 
Who is the champion of Bgho's people? 
Tu's spear strikes Bgho's breast-plate; 
Bgho's spear strikes Tu's shield. 
Soso is the quick-handed one; 
Soso spears onward unchecked. 
The sons of Bgho are overcome ! 
Cut them down, hew them down. 
The people of Bgho are overcome I 
Cut them down, hew them down. 
Though thou sayest the Pgh6s are insignificant, 
Thou must pay a fine for killing them. 
The Sgbos have the word of J ebovah : 
They will pay no fine for the life of a Pgh6. 

The composition often partakes of a dramatic character, and th7 di~­
logue is sung by men and women alternately; of which the following 1s 

an example. 

Woman. 
TIie Lovei·s. 

Formerly one heart, 
But now divided: 
Formel'ly of one mind, 
Divided now into two. , 
The brinjalt wild is of a hand~ome yellow, 
The wild bl'injal is of 11 beautiful yellow. 
May thy wife be white as a flake of cotton, 
Wol'kiug like the rapid thunder : 
The bl'injal wihl is yellow and handsome, 
The wild brinjal is yellow and beautiful: 
May thy wife be white as the opening cotton pod, 
Working like the morning thunder. 

• A musical instrument of metal that is played on by beatin~. 
t The young man ia meant to be indicated by the brinjal. 

C j 
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Man, Thou hittest my heart, tl,ou pleasest me; 
Thou toucliest my heart, I am pleased with thee, 
Bnt thy mother does not love me, 
Thy father does not love me. 
Listen to my words, 
Then stone an,l ~ater will give light like aand•. 

Woman. I conversed with thee under the eaves, 
I talked with thee under the eaves. 
Our bracelets we put off and exchanged, 
Our bangles we put off and exchanged. 

Man. The country of Sere of Sere, 
The land of Sere of Sere, 
It is famed for the frogs that are tliere, 
It is famed for the fish that is there ; 
The horn bills ascend high in the sky, 
And fly away two abreast." 

In the morning, when the body is buried, a bone is taken from the 
ashes and preserved with great care till a convenient time fol' assembling 
a large concourse of people. Booths are then built on the bank of some 
stream, a feast made, and the ceremonies renewed round the bone, which 
Jrn,·e been desctibed~bove as performed around the body. On the even. 
ing of the day that the body is buried, the friends of the deceased assemble 
round the bone and sing a particula1· dh-ge, of which the following is a 
puL ' 

Clear the road, 
The Queen will go forth ; 
Clear the road well, 
The Queen will go forth again. 

Happy are the departed I 

The seven great roads,.. 
Go the middle road ; 
The seven great paths, 
Go the middle path. 

Happy are the departed I 

Mother brought up her daughter, 
Mnkhat has seized her ; 
Mother brought up her son, 
Mnkba has got him. 

Happy are the departed I 

Black-backed Mukba 
Leaped down from behind the partition ; 
Black-winged Mukha 
Leaped down from about the partition. 

Happy are the departed I 

The great hall descends gradually, 
A short part remains firm ; 
The great hall descends slowly, 
A beam remains firm. 

Happy are the departed I 

• The Karens sometimes pray, May my heart be white as stone and light as sand; 
pure u water and light ae sand., . . . 

t An evil epirit, that ie supposed to seize and kill person■ tbat become obno:uou1 
to him• 
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We do not lov<1 to die, 
Thus we are made insane; 
We do not love to depart, 
We are driven to insanity. 

Happy are the departed! 

The flat-billed duck", 
The dead goes with hi.m ; 
The flat-nosed duck, 
The dead returns with him. 

Happy are the departed I 

Tie up the cord of seve11 stringst 
That the dead may arrive at his grave ; 
Tie up the cord of seven strings, 
The dead arrives to-day. 

Happy are the departed I 

13 

At the close of the ceremonies around the bone a bangle is hung up, 
and a cup of l'ice placed under it. The departed spirit is then called, 
for it is supposed to be hovering around till the funeral rites are com­
pleted. When the spirit answel's the call the string trembles, the 
bangle turns l'Ound, and the string snaps in two as if by miracle. If no 
answer is l'eturned the spirit has gone to hell. \Vhen he signifies that 
he is present, he is guided to the grave yard, which is ahvays one of the 
best spots in the neighbourhood. Here the bone is buried, and money 
with other articles thrown on the grave. Should any one take the money 
that is left on a grave, he would become childless, and his family extinct, 
which is a sufficient terror to a Karen to keep him honest. After 
burying the bone, the spirit is addressed as follows: "Now thou mayes11 
go to thy land, thy country, thy kingdom. When thou arrivest do not 
forget us. We shall come to thee. Go not to hell, go to the abodes of bliss. 
Asto this silver, if thou art taken by force, buy thyself with it. Go. Here 
is thy little house; thy great house is on the river Naudokwat. Go." 

The Karens suppose that these ceremonies are of a comparatively 
recent origin, and say that they fo1·merly buried their dead. Burning 
the body and singing round the bone were fil'st introduced, as some of 
their traditions say, by an individual of the name of Jlfautan, to whom 
many of the songs are attributed. Othel's charge the whole on Satan 
himself, to which I see no special objection, for their funerals are com­
plete scenes of bacchanalian revelry, in which the spirit of Satan most 
certainly presides. The most detailed account of the origin of these 
rites is in a tradition that Mr. Wade obtained from a Maulmein Karen, 
and is as follows. 

Origin of tl1e Funeral Rites. 
" Afterwards the man and his wife died. Of the children that they 

left behind them, some became sick and died, others became sick and 
recovered, and others died of age. When a thousand years were com­
pleted, Goel looked down and had mercy on them again, and came to 
them. He said, 'Your parents at the beginning I commanded, but they 
did not listen to my words: they liiitened to Satan, and ate the fruit of 
the tree of temptation. They became sick, and old, and died; as in 
like manne1· have their descendants unto you. Now I have looked down 
and I pity you, I will save you, will you obey my words? If you will 
listen to me I will save you," God having spoken thus, men consented, and 

"The wild duck is supposed to go and return to nnd from Hades. 
t Between the pl11ce where the funeral ceremonies 11re performed, and the grave 

strings are tied across the streams, a bridge for the departed spirit, 
l This is e. river either in He.des or on the borders thereof. 
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said, "0 Fat.her God, our parents anciently did not listen \o thy words: we 
ohi:erve them. They listened to the words of Satan, and ate the fruit of 
the tree of temptation. Death and old age came upon them, and these 
thinllS ha,·e descended to their children even unto us. Have mercy upon 
11s. and save us. lVe are exceedingly glad." God replied, "If you will 
ohe)· my words I will help you : but if you do not obey, you will suffe1· and 
die." Having said thus, God proceeded° to direct them as follows: "When 
~in)· one dies, bind him up in seven thicknesses of wild plantain leaves 
aml ,ro place him in the road. As soon as seven days are fulfilled he wili 
come to life again." Having said thus, God departed. Two or three 
days aften.-ards a man died. As God had directed, they bound him up 
,md placed him in the road; and, as God said, when seven days were com­
pleted, he came to life again. For a hundred years they observed the 
word of God and were happy. After a hundred years had past away 
Satan was born, and at fifteen years of age he began to ruin man again. 
He said, " Children and grandchildren, doing this way is not the way to 
be happy: I will show you how to obtain pleasure." Having said thus, he 
rose up and killed his father. Having killed his father, he took the body, 
Jil:iced it in the hall, and called his uncles and aunts, his brothers and 
sisters, and r;ll his other relatives. His relatives having assembled togethe1·, 
he adorned the young men and maidens with new garments, and caused 
them to walk round the corpse of his father and sing. Addressing his 
relati,·es he said, " Let some weep, let some laugh, and let some sing. 
In this way we shall have real pleasure." No body listened to him except 
his 1·elations; they did as he told them, but the worshippers of God 
would ·not obey him. Satan after devising within himself the course to 
be pursued, directed his relatives to make handsome clothes, showing 
them how to dye various colours, and how to ornament their garments. 
His relations having adorned themselves with new clothes, in striped and 
,·ariegated garmentrs, he caused them to go out and sing. The children of 
those that worshipped God came to see. Satan at the funeral feast saw 
tl,em, and induced them to dress themselves in new garments and sing. 
They went away and called their relations to come and do likewise, say­
ing, "Brethren ! as to what Satan is doing we went to see and found it 
w•n· pleasant." "lVhat does he do?" was the inquiry. They replied, 
'' ,i, hat be does we cannot tell you; you must go and see with your own 
eyes." " If we go," was asked again, " shall we like it ?" " Like it ! " 
they replied, "you will like it exceedingly; and more than like it, for 
if yvu go to him he will give you new garments, and cause you to walk 
and sing." After converRing in this manner they all went to Satan, who 
as soon as he saw them, laughed and said, "There was no pleasure in 
d,,iug as your parents taught you. I will teach you how to obtain plea.. 
sure. Go sing." "lVhy, Satan," they replied, " we do not know how." 
" I will show you," he continued; and he dressed them in handsome clothes, 
and t:mght them how to sing funeral songs. They then said to others, 
" Brethren, what Satan has taught us is very pleasant ;" and in this way, 
whene,·er any of Satan's relatives died, they assembled at the funeral. 
After a long time, their parents all died off, and they had not learned the 
customs connected with praying to and worshipping God; they had learn­
ed only the customs that Satan had taught them, so that when any one died 
they knew not what to do, but went to Satan and asked him. He came 
and tauglit them as above, and charged them, saying," Teach your children 
and grandcl,ililren to do them; when I have gone and taught all nations, 
I shall be hidden. All I have taught you, my children! obsel"Ve and do." 
Satan having charged them thus, died, and the Karen nation have ob. 
served his coJ11K1andti from generation to generation unto the present 
time. FRANQiil MABON, 
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III. -A Father's Letter to his Children on their departure for 
Europe. 

[The intense nnxiety experienced by a Christian parent in oending hi• beloved 
chilli to conflict with the world, can only be fully entered into by those who 
have passed through. the trying ordeal. The trial is painful in our native 
land, where the character is somewhat formed under parental vigilance; but 
in this country it is increased on account of, the tender age at which the off­
spring of Europeans are usually removed from parental superintendence. It 
is at such a period that a crowd of excellent plans rush into the mind, 
which, we are fully persuaded, every parent with right feelings will be anxi­
ous to see carried into effect. It is, however, to be feared that but few make 
the religious welfare of their children a matter of affectionate and supreme 
regard. It affords us sincere pleasure to be able to lay before our readers, and 
especially fathers, (as we recently called the attention of mothers to this 
interesting topic) the following letter, addressed by a father to his two sons 
about to proceed to Europe for educational purposes. We feel the greater 
pleasure in recommending the excellent example of our friend, since he and 
his boys are now enjoying the blessedness of that kingdom where there is no 
more sea, where separation is unknown. We do not call attention to the 
letter as possessing any remarkable merit as an epistolary communication 
above the common order, but on account of its piety, simplicity, fidelity, 
and intense anxiety for the spiritural welfare of the young people to whom it 
was addressed.-En.] 

To Masters T. and G. 
MY DEAR BoYs, 

Let me intreat you, as you are going to a distance, to think 
seriously, that you may be enabled to see your own sinful­
ness, and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Come, my dear 
boys, attend to the few words which I shall address to you, 
that you may read them at your leisure. The sentiments 
which I now put on paper are those which I have always 
placed before you in words, and now, perhaps for the last 
time, I beseech you listen to the request of your affectionate 
father. "My son, give me thy heart:" these were the words 
of Solomon, the wise man of Israel. My dear boys, suppose 
these words addressed to you, give your hearts to God: let 
him be your Father and your Friend : delight in him; for it 
is pleasing in his sight. "I love them that love me," says the 
Redeemer; "and those that seek me early, shall find me." To 
Him let your hearts be devoted : implore the Father of mercies 
that he would take possession of them, for it is by him that 
you live and move, and are daily supported. 

God deserves our earliest affections and obedience. What 
can be more natural than fo1· a child to fly to the arms of his 
parents; but, my dear children, very soon you shall be without 
us, but not without God, and his dear Son. "\Vherever you go 
he will follow you ; nor will he leave you if you do not for­
sake him. When you are separated from us many thousand 
miles, look up to Jehovah for help and guidance. Remem­
be1·, my children, the road in which you are to walk is slippery 
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and full of'. danger: the devil and all his temptations will 
seek to entice you ; but take care, do not listen to his words 
hut fl)' from him and every evi!, Be careful always to speal~ 
the truth; do not steal, be obedient to your superiors, and love 
others as yourselves. 

Think, my dear sons, that God sees every thing, both 
~ood ~nd bad; a~d al~hous-h he does not punish the evil 
1mmed1ately, he ~nil brmg 1t one day to an account. Be 
very_ careful, to keep_ the Sabbath holy: employ that day in 
readmg God s word, m prayer; and think much about death 
and our time is short, for no one knows his time : be therefor; 
rea<ly; "watch and pr~y." If you keep these things in, mind, 
yo~ need not be af'.ra1d. ~et the Holy Scriptures be your 
gmde: read them daily, meditate often on them; pray much, 
and whenever you pray, forget not to supplicate at the Throne 
of Grace for your parents, brothers, sisters, and other rela­
tions. 

Forget not, my children, the instructions which you have re­
ceived from us, and the exhortations of our beloved Pastor : 
think much of him, and how he loved you all. 

Now, my dear boys, I commit you to the hands of God, 
knowing that he will be with you wherever you go. Be mindful 
of the one thing needful : let Christ be uppermost in your 
thoughts: "believe in him and you shall be saved." Neve1· 
forget the tender anxieties of your parents on your behalf: our 
comfort greatly depends on you: you may be instrumental 
either in imparting joy to our dying pillow, or in bringing down 
our grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

If you grow up destitute of the fear of God,you will be a shame 
to ycmrselves, and an incumbrance to society. Think, on the 
other hand, how great will be your honor and happiness if you 
rise up to be blessings to all around you, ornaments of society, 
and children of God. Think, my dear children, of the sacrifices 
your parents make for you; therefore make good use of the time 
given to you: think that the money which will be expended on 
your education, has cost many an anxious hour to your father, 
that it is not from our superfluity, but from our economy that we 
find the means for your education, but in this we feel happy. 
Only, my dear children, live to God, honour him, and you shall 
receive the crown of glory. May it please the Lord that when 
I shall appear before him, I may be able to say, Lord, here am 
I and the children thou hast given me. Before I conclude, I 
must remind and press upon your heart two things-first, that 
you must greatly love and obey your elder brother, to whom 
you are now going, look up to him as your fat~er, f?1· as 
such I have placed him over you ; and every act of d1sobed1ence 
or dii;.pleasure doue to him, I shall consider as doue to me, 
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it will equally grieve me. Whatever I have said in this letter 
you must also consider as said by him to you, for I know he 
entertains the snm:i opinions with my;ielf, and I therefore fully 
trnst you both to his care. May God bless him and you, and 
us all. 

I remain, your affectionate father. 

Morning Prayer at Sea. 
0 thou great and glorious Lord God, who has been pleast>d 

to preserve us through another night; we have sailed in safety 
on the mighty deep. Thou ha,it been our protector and our 
guide. We bless and praise thee for keeping us and all on board 
in safety, and that while the waters have been rolling around 
us, and the winds wafting us along, we have slept in peace, 
without fear, and free from danger. Bless all that are in the 
ship ; make the sailors to praise thy goodness ; let them offer 
the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare thy work with re­
joicing. Keep us this day by thy power; enable us to look up 
to thee for wisdom to guide our actions, to dispel our fears, 
and to improve our time. Bless our parents, and all those 
whom we have left iu India, and also all our friends, whom we 
hope to meet in Europe. Now, 0 Lord, we commit ourselves 
to thy care this day, keep us and bless us for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

Evening P1·ayer at Sea. 
0 thou protector and preserver of all mankind, thou who 

art the benefactor of every son and daughter of Adam ; we 
have passed another day 011 board this ship, and thou hast 
been pleased to preserve us from all dangers, seen and unseen. 
We pray thee to take us all under thy gracious protection 
this night. Suffer us to lie down under the shadow of thy 
wings, may we sleep in safety in thy arms. Grant that all 
on board may be preserved during the darkness of the night, 
and may we sail in safety to our destined port.-Help us 
to depend on thee alone, remembering that there is but a 
plank between us and the deep, and that we are exposed to 
fear and alarm; but at the same time thy grace can make us 
bold as lions. 0 that we may be prepared for the night of 
death, and for the glorious day of resunection. We ask all 
these mercies in the name and for the sake of Jesus, and for 
his sake alone. Amen. 

A slw1·t Praye1· in a Storm. 
0 God, thou boldest the winds in thy fists, and the waters in 

the hollow of thy hands. vVe are threatened by the tempest; 
fl,11 is confusion and noise around us. 0 that all may be peace­
ful and calm within us, so that there may not be an outward 

VI. D 
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and an inward storm. Speak peace to om fearful hearts: say 
to the winds-Be still ; and to the waves-Be quiet, and they 
shall obey thy voice, 0 God. Hear our prayers, abate the 
fury of the tempest, and prnserve the lives of all who arn in 
the ship. 0 God, we beg this fot· Christ's sake. Amen. 

Thanksgiving after a Sto1·m. 
,v e thank thee, 0 gracious God, that thou hast heard and 

answered our prayers, that thou hast dispelled our fears and 
made us to rejoice at thy power. Be thou still gi-acious to us. 
\Ve ask all for Christ's sake. Amen. 

IV.-What is Truth? 

1. Truth may be defined the congruity or agreement of things, wl1at­
ever be their nature. The universe is a system : in it nothing is­
isolated, nothing unconnected with the whole. No material or spiritual 
substance can be found, which does not bear relation to somewhat else 
particularly, or to the whole generally. In the due combination and 
admixture of all its parts consists the perfection, energy, and beauty of 
the whale. Let the order in which the connection is established be dis­
turbed, B11d confusion is the necessary consequence. To illustrate this, 
it mav be obsen•ea, that there are substances in nature which have a 
reciprocal attraction in their essence, hy virtue of which they cohere-, 
and when separated tend to reunite. On the other hand, there are some 
that have a mutual repulsion, which, if ove1·come by force, is productive of 
the most deleterious effects. Thus in the moral world, qualities and ac­
tions have their attractions and repulsions, and give the impression of 
agreement or disagreement. The perception of this constitutes the dis­
coverv of moral truth. Thus the repugnancy of one action or quality 
to another pru,·es the difference of their nature, and consequently that 
both are not founded in trnth, because incongruous. To establish on 
what side, therefore, moral obligation may be inferred, it is necessal'y 
to exami:ne the various relations in whieh both stand to ether positions;. 
and from this, by legitimate reasonir:g, it may be deduced, that one is 
consistent with the constitution of the world and the other not. Not, 
however, to anticipate future argument, we sl'lall now proceed to notice, 

2. The realitr of the world, 01· system of things. It is the doctrine of 
l!Ome, that the universe is a delusion: this dogma originated, it appears, 
in metaphysical speculations. Pyrro held that no such thing &Ii ce1·tainty 
was attainable. The Hindu Vedantists declare all things unreal but God 
or Spirit. Berkely thought every thing to be ideal and dependant for 
any existence on a percipient mind. The principal illustration of these 
opinions is the theory of dreams; namely, that aij in the state which we 
term dreaming, we are as virtually as when awake, so termed, affected by 
vision and the other sen&es and by the passions and emotions of the mind; 
pass through space ~nd experience changes, (all which, however, we allow, 
on the evidence of daily testimony, to be delusive and unsubstantial;) 
80 we can haYe no evidence that the state which we call our waking con­
dition is not also a similar dream, or series of impressions merely. Hav. 
ing once been induced to doubt the evidence of life, the argument w11s 
transferred to a subject to which it was not applicable, and the the01·y of 



I83"/.] What is Trntli ? 19 

Py1·ronism, or universal scepticism, erected,-which was, that it was the 
part of a wise man to doubt of every thing, and that nothing could be esta­
bli~hed RR truth in preference to any thing else. Hence it was judged 
most rational to proceed II little further and assert that the whole world 
was only II delusion, an impression on the senses effected ·by particular 
means. To reply: " It might be sufficient to ~ay, that there is in l!ffect 
no difference in respect to u.,, whether the universe be actually existent 
or only appearance: for if God immediately communicate all sensible 
perceptions to the mind, (as he must do if there be no such thing as sensi­
ble substance,) he is still the author of those appearances, which have the 
same consequence and effects to our conception as if they were real: not to 
urge the indecency of suspecting God to have made the world a mere scene 
of delusion."-Univ. Hist. vol. i. p. 4. We may also argue from the actual 
difference in the perceptions and ti·ansactions of dreaming and waking. 
Whilst we were engagecl in all the pleasing or terrific agitations of dreams; 
we have the evidence of sense ancl testimony from others to our perfect 
corporeal inacti-vity during the whole scene in which we imagined ourselves 
to have been placed~ and we also ourselves behold others in the same torpid 
state, who yet, upon recovery, relate conceptions anrl varieties of appa­
rent action similar to those which we ourselves had felt. Again: dreams 
are highly inconsistent, real life the reverse: the action of dreams oc­
cupies but an hour or a few minutes, which in real life can be performed 
only in days and years. The laws -0f natut"e which actual life unfolds, 
are in dreams reversed, and that without coherence or connection: we 
walk on the head, we fly in the air, feet foremost and without any exer­
tion : spelled by the power of the incubus, we attempt to flee from dan­
ger, fall and agonise on our hands and feet, but labour in vain: having 
advanced quadruped-wise, one foot and hand, we draw up the others, 
and while doing se, the former return backwards : we embrace beloved 
l'elatives who are not in existence, or at great distances: we fly with the 
rapidity of lightning from one scene to another, are never at a stand, 
and hardly ever consistent in our transitions. Again: after sleeping we 
awake to a renewal of the same recollections, the same imp1·essions, the 
same situation and duties, the same enjoyments and occupations in which 
we we1·e previously engaged. But the thread of our d1·eams once broken, 
it cannot be resumed; 001· does the 1·eturn of sleep restore the same un­
varying and consistent scene of action and perception. Lastly, I re­
mark, that dreams a1·e an anomaly in life, whilst sleep is a pa1·t of the 
system of life, and proves that it is so, by its adaptation to the recreation 
of our st1·e11gth and the reparation of our wasted energies. Finally, we 
observe, that if all be delusion, it is systematic, i. e. there is design and 
order in it. Every thing bears the stamp of fitness for its end, of in­
tention in the arrangement: and the scene continues tlu-ougn ages 
invariably the same. Therefore we conclude that, allowing all to be 
delusion, we must 1·easo11 and act as if all were real: since such a pro­
ceeding will alone ensure the happiness of ourselves and of society. I 
cannot close this branch without observing, how subversive of consistency 
and truth is the transfening of any species of reasoning to a subject to 
which it is naturally inapplicable; and how unwise that some things 
unaccountable, should unwi.ttingly drive us to a system of unaccountables. 
'J'hus the trifling and momentary interruption of dreams upon the scene 
of life is used to support a notion that overturns the evidence of sense, 
the conceptions of uuders.tancling, the inferences gf agreement, and the 
invariable sameness of reality. 

3. I proceed merely to catalogue the subjects to which Truth per­
tains. Truth may be nrranged under the heads of Physical; Metaphysical, 
and Moral. The first is conversant with the laws gf the raaterial uni­

D ~ 
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,·erse, the oper11t.ions of body, 11nd the evidence of sense: the eecond, 
with the cause and manne1· of all existence, and the nRture and energie& 
of immaterial substance: the last, with the regulation of the qualities of 
the heart and the actions of the life. 

4-. I notice the faculties of man adapted to the disco,•ery of Truth. Now 
ha,·ing clea1·ed our irrountl of the incumhrance of unil·ersal douht, w,• stand 
sure and reason with certaint1·. Ancl if we consider the nature of man 
comparati\'ely with that of the ·other parts of the world, we shall perc.,ive 
a yet forthe1· e,·idence of the reality of that worlcl in the adaptation oft.he 
~uman faculties to the intelligence of that 1·eality. ,ve divicle substance 
mto animate and inanimate, or those possessed of animality and those 
destitute of that property. Inanimate bodies admit of a ~ubdivision into 
organized and unorganized: the vegetable kingdom composes the former, 
the other unanimated suhstances of nature the latter. The animal king­
dom in its first distinction emhraces the man and the brute, the b1·utes 
in form and faculty inferior to the man. Thus we rise from unorganized 
to organized matter, from unintelli~ent to intelligent animal being. We 
observe each forming a part of an admrrable system, distinct yet intimate­
ly connected, with mutal relations and dependencies. In considering, 
in the order of the scale laid do,rn, the qualities and energies of each, 
we ascertain their actual differences and illustrate their beneficial con­
nection. '"re find absolute matter pos$essed of no force but that of the 
inacti,·e resistance of weight and bulk, of repulsion or cohesion of parts. 
Yegetables possess an organization of parts, fihres, anrl vessels by which 
they derive from the soil to which they are attached the nutriment and 
strength of juices which they convert to their own suhstance by a mysteriou& 
process of assimilation. Yet these exhibit no appearance of perception 
or sensation: and are seemingly in·nothing diffe1·ent from abstract mat. 
ter save in a more exquisite conformation, a delicate aud efficient orga­
nization. They exist only as long as they are suffered to remain in the 
soil in which they grow. They are hlasted by a wind too hot or too in­
tensely cold, by too great an accession or a deficiency of fluid, and thus 
evidently are dependent on material operations f111· their increase, pre­
serrntion, and maturity. Their vascular system is oot complicated, but 
such as seems intended only for the use to which we find it efficient­
namely, the absorption into its substance of those materials which afte1· 
that particular process may afford nutriment to animated being. This must, 
therefore, now be considered. Here the organization is very complex, 
and the faculty of locomotion enjoyed. Here sense presents itself, ancl 
vision, feeling, smell, hearing, and taste are unfolded to our view. With 
these the scene of action is amazingly enlarged-we trace the operation 
of exterior ohjects u1)on them, and ohse1·ve the impressions which these 
ha,·e made remaining after a lapse of time, or returning in the pU\ver of 
memory-we pursue the exercise of will, the bond of association and at­
tachment, solicitude and care fo1· others of the same t1·ibe 01· family, the 
impulse to sexual union, and the emotions of pleasure 01· of pain. We 
hear the cries of distress, the howl or the 1·oar of hunger, the crow of ex­
ultation, and the lamentations of grief-we behold the bound of trans­
port, the play or the repose of satisfaction, the rage and purs!lit of an­
ger, resentment and revenge. We listen with thrilling transpo1·t to the 
melodio!ls warblings of the nightingale, with varied feelings to the buz 
of the iudustrious bee or of the table fly, the harsh c1·oaking of the 1·aven, 
and the shrill clangour of the household cock,-and all impress upon 
us the persuasion of something superior to mere organization, of some 
animating, moving priuciple, some source of perception and enjoyment . 
.But how much is this per .. ua6ion strengthened when we consi<le1· man, 
the last in this ilCale of being: in form more beauteous ao.d better adapt-
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e,I to n wider rnnge of nction nn,1 employment: in Rkill trnnscendant; 
whose comprehensive powers grasp the whole universe and its arrange­
ment; whose restless nctivity spurs him on to the most minute inveHti­
gntion of surrounding ohjectR; who pants after immortality; whose pierc­
ing sight, in the darkness and oh~cm·ity which envelope nature, catches, 
it may be, hut a gleam of light and magnifies it into the harbinger of 
everlasting day! To crown him king of the universe, his fluent tongue 
pours forth with infinite rapidity and distinctness, the conceptions of his 
intellect and the perceptions of his senses, the agitations of his heart and 
the transports and anguish of his spirit-he civilizes the barbarous, en­
lightens the ignorant, reduces the rebellious; he establishes laws, and 
orders society the master-piece of excellence, with wisdom. He compen­
satt's for the deficiencies of his physical strength by the skill and artifice 
of his mind, and reduces all the universe to his sway. He dives into the 
depths of the sea,-he rises to the heights of aither,-he ranges to the 
bounds of the eHth,-he trnverses the immense expanse of the ocean, nor 
trembles at the roar and threatening of its boisterous waves, conflicting 
with the storm of the elements: he tills the earth and it produces fruits 
:rnd corn for his use and luxuries for his enjoyment. He encounters the 
ardour~ of a ti·opical sun, or dwell3 in the gloomy regions of the north 
aud south, wl,ere i·eign etei·nal snou,s, fast bound in everduring ice. He 
luves and is beloved: he fears and is feared: he is jealous and is viewed 
with pnvy; he sympathises with the unhappy, and while he shares the 
sorrows of the wretched, feels an augmentation of his own felicity in con­
templating that of others: he traco>s the origin of things: he establishes 
the existence of a God, the fii·st great cause of all: he fears : he falls 
prostrate in humble adoration and reverential awe: he traces his good­
ness in the operations of nature and the provisions for the wants and 
happiness of every being: he pourtrays his wisdom in all the brilliant 
colours of lively conception, and indicates the impression of it on his 
works, in all the vividness of eloquence: he feels the pure influence of 
moral sentiment, and conscience testifies the immortal truth of Religion 
and Virtue: he restrains the sallies of his impetuous anger, and curbs 
the impulse of his unruly passions: his penetrating understanding sheds 
the light of day on subjects involved in all the obscurity of superstition, 
ignorance, and abstraction: he lives, he thinks, he speaks, he acts the 
image of God ! Give him but immortality and omnipotence and you al­
most raise him into Deity. Thus great, thus powerful, and thus august 
is man ! Thus glorious are his faculties! and thus wondrously are they 
adapted to the discovery of Trnth ! Sense, mind, reason, vastness of 
comprehension and power of combination or abstrnction, a moral sense, 
conscience, a mighty monitor within, all characterize man a being fitted 
to the discovery of immortal trnth. He is the ci·eated image of God! 

5. But we must now attend to the consideration of those difficulties 
which obstrnct in the investigation of Ti·uth. For, alas! though great, 
though mig·hty are the powel'S of man, he is not perfect. His intellect, 
it is true, appeai·s capable itself of rnnging to the utmost limits of crea­
tion; but hound as in a prison, restrained within an enclosure as it were, 
which intercepts bis distant view and bars his onward progress, he feels 
himself a captive, and must yield him to his fate. To drop the figure, God 
bas confined his spirit in a mo1·tal frame: and the only present avenues to 
knowledge are the organs of sensation. Yet within this prison we remark 
the energies and activity of the soul, which needs but materials to em­
ploy her powers, to shew herself in all her splendour and magnificence. 
But to proceed : language is the medium by which this investigation i8 
carried on. ,vhere language fails, the thread is cut short. As language 
is derived mostly from allusions to sensation and sensible objects, where 
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any one sensation is confined, or lost, 1111 words tlepending on it are dark 
or ,·oid of meaning, incapable of justly expressing om· ideas or of convey. 
ing (lt1r argument. Oftentime~, too, a course ofreasoning is involved by 
the misapplicat.inn of the same term in ,·c1·y different senses. Another very 
fruitful source of difficulty arises from a confined education. Extensive 
reading and a large_ stock of words are indispmsable requisites; the one to 
5ttengl hen m,d enlighten the mind, to 11ccustom it to abstraction and nr. 
gumentation, and the othe1· to supply it with a clue to the intricacies of 
reasoning hy an accurate apprehension of the meaning of the terms 
which he may either meet or have occasion to employ. From the 
same source springs prejudice, the natural infirmity of confined views 
and 11ne11larired comprehension. The difference of education directs the 
thoughts and apprehensions of individual men into very different channels. 
Superstition and custom sway the subject mind with unresisterl influence. 
Figurati,·e language and poetic beauties are engrafted upon the most 
ahstruse speculations, and with the former the imagination must be po. 
lished, in order that the latter may be understood. But one of the most 
common causes of difficulty in discovering Truth, is prepossession in 
favor of some system, to the establishment and perfoction of which, 
truth is sacrificed ; and the understanding, blinded by the fancies of the 
imagination, is unable to pierce through the mist that obscures the re. 
fulgern:e of reason and the beauty of consistency. A wrong bias is given 
to the apprehensive power, and the glare of a meteor is mistaken for the 
splendour of the sun. Those who oppose a fa,•ourite principle, rouse a dis. 
putant's anger, and, stimulated by that blasting influence, he mistakes the 
warmth of indignation for a zeal for truth, and the aberrations of delu. 
sion for the connected reasonings of intelligence. In argumentation on 
moral subjects, the state of the heart, the acuteness of the moral feeling, 
the habitude of ·obeying or of resisting the impulses of conscience, the love 
or aversion of the mind to purity and order, are all to be estimated, as 
they ha\'e all a most powerful influence; for we are ever to recollect that 
man i~ an imperfect being, and, as all his history testifies, under a wrong 
moral bias. " They," says Cresar, " easily believe that which they wish 
to be true." The Atheist often professes himself such, because he wishes 
he could prove there were no God: and the Infidel oujec,s to the punish. 
ment of sin, and asserts the sufficiency of repentance, or the innocence of 
oheving the impulse of nature and the movements of passions implanted 
in his birth and incideut to his state, because he is fond of sin ; and in. 
toxicated uy the luscious draught of pleasure, he is unwilling to resign 
it for the sober, solid, and in reality (though unknown to him) transport. 
ing influence of piety and virtue. Again : want of p1·ecision in the 
arrangement of an argument as well as in the choice of words and the 
conduct af the reasoning, may give it an involved cast, and thereby often 
destrov its efficiencv. Subjects are of thflmselves, moreover, frequently 
...-rapped in the ou·scurities of abstraction : we know but in pa1·t: we 
.often only see the effect of a cause and establish its certainty and 
laws, uut we cannot ascertain that cause itself, or the manner of its 
.operation. Sophistical subtleties also, are too often substantiated for ra­
tional argument, and the incautious investigator of truth is sometimes led 
thereby into a labyrinth, from which he either cannot release himself, or, 
wanting Ariadne's clue, becomes the prey of the Minotaur, confusion, 
Hasty and precipitate conclusions and want of a due attention to the de­
pendance and consequences of his deductions, will frequently mislead 
even the sincere inquirer and the legitimate disputant. On metaphysical 
6 ubjects, difficulties arise_from our imperfect acquaintanc~ with e~ir!t and 
epiritual substances, their nature and manner of operation, their mcor­
poreity and invisibility. By experience and consciousness, indeed, we 
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estnulish the existence of our own spirit beyond contradiction; hut even 
it is known to UR l'llther by its operations than in any" nearer light; while 
othe1· spiritunl existences are still more distantly understood. But I 
mu.t now haaten to consider, 

6. The adaptation of different species of evidence to various distinct 
subjects. Evidence may be classed as follows: l, that of sense ; 2, of 
reflection and consciousness; 3, of reason and consistency ; 4,, of mathema­
tical demonstrntion; t,, of testimony; 6, of possibility; 7, of prol,ability ; 
8, of analogy; 9, of fitness and propriety; 10, of consequence; I I, of super­
natural operntions; 12, of inspiration and direct communication from he:iven. 
These various species of evidence have their several degrees of efficiency, 
and are sevel'lllly adapted to a particular species of Truth, and are in­
validated or cor1·obol'11ted hy distinct circumstances. The grand basis of 
all argumentation is, that no kind of evidence ought to be or can be 
reasonably asked for on any subject, however important, but such as is 
suited to that subject. In the investigation according to the rules of 
mathematical analysis, of a problem tn Euclid, however intricate it may 
be, every step is attended with certainty, which certainly is more or less 
difficult to be apprehended, not as the problem is more or le,s oh~cure, 
but as the mind seizes and the memory retains each advance towa1·ds the 
conclusion. There nothing can be wanting to absolute certainty. But 
on no other subject is this equally the case, because no other suhject 
admits of such a mode of argumentation. A chain of mathematical 
reasoning may be separated into its distinct links, and every link 
be observed by the eye or seized by the intellect. In numbers as well 
as dimensions this is the case. Heuce it will appear how absurd is 
the objection against any pa1·ticular truth which is brought from its want 
of such a species of evidt:nce as, in its own nature, does not and cannot 
apply to it. Yet is no truth the less valid because unaccompanied with 
demonstration. That is but a peculia1· mode of proof, adapted to a peculiar 
subject; but not the only mode whose conclusions are certain. The eye 
perceives with undisputed certainty the presence of the luminary of 
Heaven: the ear drinks in the enchanting harmony of the pealing organ, 
and unhesitatingly distinguishes it from the shl'ill clangour of the war­
like trumpet, 01· the wild and transporting melody of the 1Eolian harp. 
Who ever doubts whether the ve1·dure of the fields which he beholds is 
really so, or is only the misrepresentation of a defective organ ? Again ; 
who reasonably hesitates to bestow the ardour of filial affection upon those 
whom he yet ascertains to be his parents only from their testimony and 
that of his neighbours? ,vho doubts that Alexande1· of l\Iaceclon con­
quered the whole world and wept that he had not another to conquer?­
that Ca,sar cast the die which dete1·mined the subjugation of republican 
Rome when he passed the memorable Rubicon? Is the1·e a man who will 
disbelieve the intimation of history, that a young man fired the splendid 
temple of Diana at Ephesus and perished in the flames, only that his 
name might never perish, hut live, though hut as thti destroyer of one of 
the wonders of the world? True, to history we do not gi\·e implicit 
credit, because we detect inconsistencies and contradictions, and the his­
torian has often only report for his authority. But the foundation of 
historic testimony, the principle that regular, cautiou, historical tradition 
is valid proof, stands unshaken, and he would be considered a mad man 
who should attempt to move it. History written in the warmth of poli­
tical opposition nnd in zeal for a political system, will often be dubious 
and sometimes evidently false. But whern the subject does not implicate 
the passions of the writer, nncl where he is known to be a man of truth 
and integrity and honor, where his abilities are equal to the task and his 
sources of information were unexceptionable, we justly give credence to his 
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relalions, aml wn,•er not in doing 80, S11pernfltU1'tll ope1•fltio1i.t, pl11inly 
"nch, are demonstr11tion to tho•e who witness them, to those to whom 
they 11re transmitted, their validity 1·ests on the unexcl•ptinnahlt•ness 
t•f the testimony by which they arn accompanied. The stuperulous. 
ness 11nd ext1·aordinnry nature of the operation is not the point of 
difficulty, but the estahlishment of the fact. Yet even here, if the 
operation be adduced in suppo1·t of n s~•stem of immorality 01· nn 
e,·ident ahsurdity, we should and must reject it, on the gl'Ound, that 
Deity would never ~ive his sanction to impost111·e. Happily, however, 
we are under no difficulty here ; as the fact of supernatural interference 
is e,-er historically found in such cases to be destitute of that suppo1·t 
of valid testimony which is necessary to challenge helief. The unexcep­
tionableness of human testimony in all cases, and here particularly, rests 
on the el'idence of the reporter's sincerity, moral goodness, and disinter. 
estedness. and in religious teachers especially,on the character of the system 
in su1•port of .. -hich the divine agency is asserted to have been manifested. 
The ftJ11ess and prop,-;e,Jy of things will establish, concurrently with if 
not i11depende11tly of Re,·elation, the indispensable obligations of moral 
goodue8s. A,tawgy. possibil;t,1/, and probability, are allowed much weight 
when properly applied, and with great justice. The impossihility of a 
thing- ascertained, argument upon it is idle. Where little positive proof 
can be adduced, these gain great force, and are at all times strong colla. 
teral corroborations. Consequence must enter into the consideration of 
most subjects: rea80n and conai11tency into all: IMpiratwn derives its 
validity, as miracles do, from the product of those inspired, i. e. their doc­
trine, the power of confirmation by snpernatural operatious hy which it is 
accompauied, and the moral excellence, and especially the interested z~al, 
in the cause they adl'ocate, of its asserters. Direct communication from 
Hea1·en is, to those who hear it, a miracle, and to those to whom it is 
transmitted, a testimouv. 

!t is clearly necessary, therefore, in argument on any subject, to 
consider the nature and degree of evidence which can be adduced for, 
and is adapted to it; aud where that evidence is decisive, the conclu­
sion must ever be held valid and sure. Metaphysical and analytical 
argumentation especially should never be carried to such a deg1·ee as 
to be unsupported by applicableness to the matter treated of. Nothing 
is more commou than this: nothiug more iuconclusive and injurious. No 
difficulty on any subject should be deemed a sufficient reason for rejecting 
it if accompanied by 1111Jficient evidence of its proper kind. Even if a matte1· 
remain, as it is termed, in medw, i. e. in doubt, undetermined, and pe1·haps 
undetermiuahle in fact, expediency aud consequence will often turn the 
scale. Thus e, q. with the theory of delusive appearances, of which we have 
already spoken, and with mauy other points of debate, a wise man will 
remark ;-Though all may possibly be delusion, shall I disturb an evi. 
dently uni\'t'rs«I and advantageous order? shall I violate the clear peace 
e,·eu of a deluijive society, and commit ravages, at least so considered, on 
the feelings or the supposed property of others? Though it be but in ap. 
vearance,-since the delusion produces effects which, if not real, are, virtu­
ally, so keenly felt,-shall I, from tbeidea-an idea vague, ill supported, 
incongruouij with all within, about and above us-that there is no God or 
no future puninhment, commit c1·imes which carry thei1· own condemnation? 
or, t-speciall y as the negative is no better ( at least) supported thau the 
affirmative, shall I not act the wiser part, in consulting the peace of 
society aud my own? for should I he right, I shall l,ave done well and 
sustained 110 loos; but should 1 be mistaken,-and 1 may,-into what guilt 
and misery shall I vlunge myself by an OJJposite course! I now proceed, 

7. To remark the great iwvortance of 'fi-uth. And here 1 feel my6elf 
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most lnmentol,ly inefficient: it is n subject for the masterly pen of St. 
Paul, or the nnimnted eloquence of a Lactantius. But I forget myself. 
Did not the g1·eat Redeemer of the world, in that most solemn hour whPn 
just before his death "he witneRsed a good confession." declare that "HE 
came into the world to hear testimony to the truth?" Did lie then deem it 
of sufficient value to challenge such a witness, and shall we query itq 
importance? No: in every depnrtment of knowledgP, truth is all in all 
the basis of excellence and the spring of conduct. With the prevalence 
of lrnowledge and the development of truth, the civilization of mankind, 
the peace and good order of society, and the influence of moral and reli­
gious principle, are inseparably connected. How dark and gloomy a cloud 
hangs over those melancholy ages which intervened between the decline 
of the Roman empire and the Reformation ! Darkness hung ove1· the peo­
ple-thick darkness enveloped the minds of men,-a darkness which 
might be felt-a darkness impervious to the scattered rays of truth, 
which even then shone here and there in the works of a few ! In the train 
of ignorance a1·e always met error, superstition, barbarity, cruelty, vici­
ousness of heart, indolence, and dissoluteness of manners, national base­
ness and individual crime. The dawn of the glorious Re.formation was 
preceded by the morning-star of the revival of letters. This was princi­
pally effected by Greek refugees, who b1·ought with them into Western 
Europe the learning, the taste, the elegant imagination, and polished 
literature of Greece. The opening mind, under the in:fluence of the fair 
and radiant loveliness of truth, burst the bonds of ignorance and supersti­
tion; religion assisted he1· heavenly descent, and liberated abject Europe 
from the miseries of corruption, from the idle speculations of the sense­
less schoolmen, and from that laxity of morals which had been long so 
universally prevalent. What is now civilizing the whole world? It is 
the excitation of an universal inquiry after Truth: above all, the exten­
sive spread of the Bible"s sacred page, which at once humanizes the brute, 
and makes the man an angel. Fo1·, alas ! the godlike faculties of man lie 
dormant, or are debased by an application of them to the vilest purposes, 
while under the influence of ignorance and sin. But that glorious system 
of moral and religious truth above all, which the Divine Redeemer of the 
world came down from Heaven to promulgate, is ever friendly to the 
spread of every other species of truth: and all join hand in hand to raise 
fallen man to knowledge, to pu1·ity, to honor, to spread their elevating 
influence throughout the universe, to realize the anticipations of a hea. 
venly destiny, to animate to the practice of every ldnd of excellence, and 
to extend virtue and happiness wide as the o'er-arching canopy of Heaven. 

8. It now remains that I advert lastly, to the beauty and excellence of 
the universal system of truth, and the obligations which it imposes. As 
to the first: it is a system which is upheld by every species of a1·gument, 
whose importance, as we have seen, is commensurate with the dignity, 
purity, and felicity of man. It is a system which includes the universe in 
one harmonious whole. The Greeks, those admirable pl"Oficients in all 
that is elegant in taste and in the arts, dignified and beautiful in elo­
quence and criticism, the fathers of history and of science, designated the 
world by the term 1<o<rµos, which signifies beauty. Their delicate percep­
tion and polished minds could trace even amidst surrounding desolations 
the decorated eublimity which is stamped upon all nature. All the arts, the 
conveniences, the luxuries, the elegancies of life; the cultivation of our 
fields, the magnificence and beauty of architecture; the indescribable 
charm which irresistibly attracts us in t,he productions of the musician, 
the painter, and the sculptor; the controulling power with which the 
persuasions of the orator are accompanied; the expulsion of moral evil 
from society and the he11ort ; the excitation of religious feeling, and the 

VI.. E 



Ret,ival on board the ship Charles Wlta1·ton. 

general diffusion of mildness, peRce And contentment ; the in11truction of 
t.ht> ifi?'nonmt. nnd the reformation of the vicious ; the consolation of the 
nfRicted. nnd the excitement to ,•i1·h1e; the amelioration of phvsical 
wretchedness and the superinduction of" the beauty of holiness"-ail, all 
depend on Truth, in one or other of her as11ects : from Truth they all 
derive their source, their energy, and their interest. 0 beauteous system, 
0 well adjusted whole! how does it challenbre admiration, lo"e, and undi­
verted pursuit! The obligations, too, which Truth imposes on us, are as 
indisputable 11s a1·e the foundations on which she is established. She 
inculpates at the bar of the Almighty Father of the universe every mnn 
"·ho dnres neglect or ,lisreg11rd her ; she asks the heart, she requires the 
affections, nor will she be satisfied with the cold indifference of specula­
tion; and while she appears to the obedient in all the splendour and beauty 
of seraphic excellence, and smiles on them with an 11pprobation, which 
"'ill be confirmed at the bar of Hea\"en, before an assembled universe-she 
frowns with awful brow on" the foolish and disobedient:" on him " who 
holds the truth in unrighteonsness," she thunders the terrors of that ven­
ge11nce which her violated sanctity demands. Go then, man, and seek for 
Truth: seek her, for she is thy life, thy happiness, thy 1111: and having 
found her, clasp her fa.~t, nor let her go, though the pillars of the Heavens 
fail, the laws of nature be reversed, and the conflict of elements and the 
"crash of worlds" strike amazement to the soul. Hold her fast, and she will 
s. ... ,·e thee: let not go thy hold; and when the foundations of the earth 
are loosened and it totters on its base, the smile of GOD will greet thee, 
and felicity everlasting be thy portion. 

C1NSUBENSl8, 

V .-Revival on board the ship Charles Wharton. 

In the number of our work for August we gave an account 
of the converi,;ion of several of the crew of the American ship, 
Charles "\Vharton, through the ministry of the Missionaries of 
the ,v estern Board of Foreign Missions, and of the baptism of 
one and the admission of others of their number, including the 
captain and firt:1t officer, to church fellowship with the church 
at the Union chapel. A more detailed account of a voyage so re­
markable for its happiness and success was then solicited. We 
have been favored with a number of the Madras Missionary 
Register, in which a statement of the commencement and 
progress of the work is given, in a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Winslow to the Rev. J. Smith. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 

At your request I give a few particulars of a work of grace among the 
lihip's company of the Charles Wharton, in which,- with six other Mission­
aries and assistant Missionaries and their wives, I came from Philadelphia. 
The captain, officers, and crew, from the first, were kind, and there was 
much less profaneness on board than is usual: this was owing in part, un­
doubtedly, to its being "a temperance ship," as those are called, where 
no intoxicating liquors are given to the men. All cheerfully attended on 
preaching, and several of the seamen on a Bilile class, established for their 
'-~-~"• R;i.1.,. w<>r" 1>arlv distributed to all who did not possess them. 
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On the first Monday of January, which is observed extensively in America 
as n d11y of special prayer for Missionaries, a fast waB kept, and meetings 
were held through the dhy for united supplication on behalf of the <lilfer­
ent pm·ts of the world. At evening a meeting was held on deck, by the 
light of a fair moon and under a bright sky, attended by nearly all on 
board. The seamen appeared interested, and it was a sweet and precious 
slmson, as we thus, a little world by ourselves, on the waste of waters, 
worshipped God in his great temple, an<) lifted up our prayers and praises 
to him who made " the sea and the dry land." It was a forerunner of 
good. 

From this time there was a more serious deportment in some of the seamen 
when they attended preaching, but nothing particularly encouraging ap­
peared until the beginning of February, more than two months after sail­
ing. On the first Sabbath of that month, one of the missionaries preach­
ed in the morning from the text, " Be sure your sin will find you out;" 
and at evening, some earnest and affectionate addresses were delivered, 
under the conviction that the opportunities of Lenefiting the souls on hoard 
would soon be past, and that there was reason to fear the truths made 
known would only prnve to all "a savour of death unto death." The 
thought was most affecting, and caused the speakers to deliver their mes­
sage with some emotion. 

After the services two of the sailors came weeping to one of the Miqsion. 
aries, and expressed a wish for further instruction. They proposed a 
meeting in the forecastle the next morning, when thei1· watch would be 
belolV. Instead of waiting until the morning, three of the brethren went 
forward immediately, and found not only these seamen mnch impressed 
with the importance of attending to the concerns of their souls, but some 
others also anxious. A little circle of six or seven gathered round, while 
exho1·tations were given, and a prayer was offered with deep foeling. None 
of them seemed unaffected. 

It was ngreed by the Mission family, to observe the next morning in fast. 
ing and p..aye1·. After a meeting among themselves, some of the Mission­
aries went into the forecastle to confer with the sailors: there were si:i.: 
collected, in what was called an "Inquiry Meeting." Their language was, 
" Men and bl'ethren, what shall we do?" Three or four of them appeared 
to be under deep impressions. The next day, another meeting was hdd, 
with the seamen of the other watch, which was attended at first by three, 
and subsequently by a fou1·th. • 

These meetings were continued daily, and at least two or three time!!! 
a week there were public services on deck at evening, when all wertl 
urged "to flee for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set before them." I 11 a 
short time five or six of the sailors appeared to have passed from death 
unto life, and from " the power of Satan unto God." One of them, who 
had been much addicted to profaneness, said, that " now when he heai-d 
any one swear, it uas as though some one hurt him." Also, that •· he 
was just beginning to learn what true happiness is, and though he was 
sometimes afraid he should not persevere, yet he thought if God had put 
thf'se things in the bottom of his heart, he would 11ot suffer them to be 
taken out." 

From the beginning of the awakening, a season of united praye1· was 
observed at noon each day by all the Mission family. As they were 
much interested in the maste1· of the ship, who had shewn them great 
kindnes~, his conversion to God was made a subject of speci,11 supplication 
on these occasions ; and for three mornings half an hour was spent by 
each in retirement, pmying fo1· the same blessing. One of the numLer 
was also appointed to have private conver:;atiou with this friend. The 
means seemed remarkably blest. 

E !t 
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On the SabhRth February 21st, the communion of the Lord'e euppel' wa11 
<".elehrnted in the plll!sengers' cRbin, after II sermon on deck,. The second 
mate, who was a member of the Mariners' Church in Philadelphia, united 
in the communion. It was A time of g1·eat feeling and solemnitv. Tho 
captain and the serious seamen, with a fellow passenger, a young man from 
Philadelphia, who at this time began to express some concern for his soul, 
were presl'nt, and all said they never witnessed so solemn a scene on any 
similar occasion. Through the day, the captain wept much, and was mnni­
festly under deep concern of mind. He had the night before, and on that 
morning, attl'mpted to pray again and again, but could not, He however 
read the Bible, and continued to try to pray. At evening, in converse.. 
tion with one of the Missionaries, his heart seemed broken, and he went 
to the Throne of Grace. As he afterwards said, he prayed a long time, and 
could not gi,·e up praying until after midnight. The next morning he 
found himself in a calm and peaceful frame of mind. He wondered at 
the change in himself. Every thing seemed 11ew. He loved the Bible­
loved to pray-loved the missionaries,-and began to attend all the 
meetings. 

The young man also whom I have mentioned, and who had appeared 
\'ery unpromising, seemed at this time much changed. The seamen who 
:ittended the meetings in the forecastle were very happy. One of them 
said, "a short time before, it would have been as unpleasant to him to be 
shut up with a minister for half an hour, as to be put in irons, and he 
would as soon ha,·e submitted to a 11.ogging as read the Bible; but now 
all w:is changed. He could converse on these subjects or read the Bible 
all night, without being tired." 

The first Monday in March was observed as a season of thanksgiving 
for the mercies of God granted on the passage, and especially for the re­
,·i"al of his work. There was a sermon on deck at ten o'clock in the 
morning, and a meeting afterwards in the cabin. There was scarcely a 
dry eye at either meeting. lo the evening the monthly prayer-meeting 
was held, and attended by nearly all on board. In regard to most of 
those who had been awakened, there seemed good reason to hope that 
they were making progress in the right way ; but some of them appeared 
in a less encouraging state, and there were others who remained, as be­
fore, hardened in sin. Of the latter, was the first officer, who, though he 
treated us kindly, seemed almost inaccessible to the truth. He was 
made the special subject of prayer for some time, and one of the brethren 
was appointed to converse with him. God did not immediately grant 
the petitions offered; but at length, about the middle of March, this in­
teresting friend was brought under very deep convictions of sin. He had 
for two or three davs been uneasy in his mind, and tried, as he thought, 
to make himself better. Two sabbaths before, as he afterwards said, 
when he was sitting carelessly under the sermon, he looked up and saw 
one of the seamen, whom he had known as a hardened sailor, weeping, and 
could not resist the conviction, that there was something in religion more 
than he knew. The impression remained upon his mind, but did not 
produce much effect until the time now mentioned, when, among other 
things, he was impressed by one of the Missional'ies quoting in his address 
the paseage, "Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone." He resolved 
to break off from his sins, particularly from profaneness, to which he was 
addicted, and told the seamen of his watch that he hoped to see no more 
swearing among them. The next day, March 19th, there being a good 
deal of bustle in getting the anchors and cables ready for anchoring at 
Madras, in the excitement he made use of an oath : it cut him to the 
heart, and that evening and night he was in great distress of mind. He 
seemed to think his case hopeless-his sine unpardonable, For an hour 
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or tivo he stood leaning over the eide of the ehip, almost unable to eup­
po1·t himself on nccount of the anguish of his mind, while one, and then 
another, of the MiRsionnries endeavoured to shew him the freenese and 
fulness there is in the salvation offered through Christ. He could not 
1ee that there was pardon. for him ; he had broken every commandment. 
By disobeying his mother and going to sea, he had, he feared, haijtened 
her death. 

One of the brethren nt length retired with him to the cabin, l\nd 
united alternately in social prayer, offered up with great fervency, and, it 
may be hoped, with some faith, while he was almost convulsed with the an­
guish of his feelinl{s, At length he burst out in prayer himself, with 
" strong crying and tears." It was now after midnight, and the Sabbath 
had come. It proved a peaceful Sabbath to his soul, though he could not 
yet rejoice in God. During a farewell sermon from the text, "And Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow," he wept abundant­
ly; but they were not as the night before, tears of anguish. Jn the even­
ing, just before coming into the Madras roads, there was a meeting on 
deck, attendee! by all; when, after au address by one of our number, the 
captain rose, gave out from memory a very appropriate hymn, and delivered 
a most feeling and powerful address, describing his own cjiange of views, 
and exhorting the sailors, one and all, to accept of the Saviour, and then 
closed with fervent and appropriate prayer: the effect was very manifest 
on all the seamen. God was in thei"r midst by his Spirit, and they could 
not resist their conviction of the reality of religion. 

Monday evening was a farewell meeting, as two of us expected to leave 
the ship finally the next day. Such a scene was seldom witnessed on the 
deck of a ship. After a parting address from one of us, leave was given 
for the seamen to express their feelings if they wished, as a testimony of 
what God had done for their souls. Two English sailors, who had fol­
lowed the sea many years, rose and spoke with deep feeling of what they 
trusted God had done for them, and then each made an appropriate 
prayer. 

'they were followed by the first officer, and language would fail to de­
scribe fully, either the pathos or the energy with which he spoke. He had 
been entirely rega1·dless of religion,-had not been in a church for seven 
years. On board ship he had at first ridiculed the idea of any becoming 
Christians. He had told some, that enough had been said to him by the 
Missionaries, and he did not wish to hear any more. A Bible had been 
given him not many days before. He carried it down and threw it into 
his chest, thinking he should not soon look at it again; but when he wa~ 
convinced of sin, he took it up, and opened it at a passage which seemed as 
suitable to his case as if written on purpose fo1· him, "and the Lord whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple." He thought that Jesus 
Christ would then come to him, and make him his temple. He expressed 
strong faith, and invited all to the Saviour, especially those whom he had 
before been the means of confirming in sin. His voice was often interrupt­
ed by deep emotion. 

The captain asked, if any could resist the evidence before them, that 
this was a work of the Spirit. He spoke of the change in the seamen, and 
the importance of thei1· being steadfu.Yt in the faith, and resisting the many 
temptations to which they would soon be exposed. He exhorted them 
most affectionately to avoid all approaches to evil; to resist the devil, 
and he would flee from them. He hopecl that they shoulJ still have the 
presence of God with them, and even on their return home, when the 
Missionaries should have left them. He was followed by the young man 
who had been awakened two or three weeks before, and afterwards be­
came careless, though by no means wholly unconcerned. He spoke of 
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his feelings with much weeping. He had hoped that he had befol'e found 
the Sa,·iour, but, "Oh!" s11id he, " how I left him." He p1·ayed with 
much earnestness and propriety. Some of the Missionaries delivered 
short addresses, and the meeting, which h11d been somewhat protracted, 
was closed with a farewell hymn, sung under a deep impression of the 
preseace of God. Two of the most hardened se11men, immediately after, 
requested to ha,·e some religious conversation, and all appeared more 01· 
less im11ressed. 

There was still another parting scene on the morning of Wednesday. 
The first officer had iutimated a willingness to lead in prayer, before those 
about to leave should go; and after breakfast all on board were invited 
iuto the p11~sengers' CRbin. After a prayer hy one of the brethren, the 
first officer b1'gan, and offeri>d up an appropriate and most fervent petition 
for those about to lea\'e, and for the different classt>s of those who were to 
remain, in which it ~eemed he must be assisted by the Spidt of God. He 
prayed for the captain, that he might return home " to bless his house­
hold ;" for the young man, who was like a shipwrecked mariner, buffeting 
thl' waves and ready to ~ink, when straining- his eyes, he saw something, 
imd, hehold, it was a spar. He clung to it, and soon a ship was bearing 
down upon him, unrler full sail, with a master pilot on boa1·d. He prayed 
that this young man mig·ht he taken in, and not again left to go from the 
ship. He prayed, also, most earnestly for the seamen, especially for some 
who were s11ying they would be glad to be religious, hut did not know 
how, and were waiting for some miracle to be wrought. He p1·ayed that 
they might feel the gentle breezes of the Spirit, increasing to a gale of 
grace, carrying them safely into port before the great city, the new Je­
rus1.Jem. His languag-e was perfectly unstudied. He had never pray­
ed in public before, and it was a pouring out of his soul; but though high­
ly figurative, the expression of his feelings was very appropriate, as well 
11s impressive. There was much weeping in almost all during his 
prayer. 

He then referred to the seamen, as those on whom they formerly look­
ed down, and could not address but in the language of command; but now 
were willing to take by the band as brethren, and, if possible, lead to 
Christ. :Most urgently and affectionately be invited all to the Saviour. 
"lVhen one of the Missionaries had offered a short prayer, and given a 
few wo,·ds of exhortation, it was requested that such of those present as 
were resolved to be for the Lord, should express that determination in 
that parting moment. The captain, the officers, the young man men­
tioned as a passenger, and several of the seamen, immediately sig_nified 
their resolution to follow Christ. Two or three of the sailors did not 
shew their readiness to do so, and the first officer begged they would not 
reject offered mercy. They at length yielded, but whether me1·ely at the 
request of the mate, or under the conviction of thei1· need of a Saviou1·, 
is uncertain. 

All the seamen on board, however, thus professed _a desire to be the 
Lord's. \'Vhat may be their state of feeling when again at sea, and what 
their conduct when they arrive at another port, cannot be fo1·eseen; but, 
that the Spirit of God has been in their midst, there can be no doubt. 
The Missionaries had hope that ten or twelve in all, (including the cap. 
tain, mate and passenger,) had really accepted the terms of salvation; 
anrl there is ground for coufidence that the good work will still go 
forward. 

Jt i,; of course too soon to judge concerning the result; but so manife .. t 
have Leen the answers to prayer-so deep the convictions of sin-so great 
the joy of some in God, (one of the seamen saying, he had now more en­
joyment in one hour than in weeks and month11 before,) -so rem11rkable 
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the change of conduct in some, that the work must be ascribed to the Holy 
Spirit, nnd the expectation may be chel'isl1ed that some fruit will redound 
to the glory of God. The young converts, or those who appear so, need 
to be remembered in the prayers of Christians, who should also render 
thnnl<s to God for these displays of his grace. Were all Christians more 
united in prayer for the descllnt of the Holy Spirit, might it not be hoped 
that scenes similar to this, and those in which vastly greater numbers 
would share, would be multiplied, until the fulness of the sea i!i converted 
to the Lord? 

Affectionately your's, 
Madras, Murch 26th, 1836. (Signed) M:. WrnsLOw. 

VI.-Remarks on certain articles that appeared in the lad 
January Number of the Christian Obse!·ver, respecting Edu­
cation and the Evidences of Christianity. By the Jlev. A. 
DvFF, D. D. 

[We cannot allow the following communication to pass without one or two 
explanatory observations. We are bound to do this, in justice to so1ne 
of our esteemed correspon<leots. Supposing that the •peech of Dr. Duff 
would give rise to a discussion, both warm and much more protracted thau 
our limite<l spac.e would allow, we avoi<led inserting that document or any 
other either opposed to its principles, facts or temper. Over the feeling to 
which that speech gave rise, we bad however no control, and though warm, we 
believe it was perfectly conscientious on both sides. It issoed also, we thought, 
in a manner calculated to allay any improper tempers, viz. in an amicable dis­
cussion of the several topics involved in its statements. The substance of those 
discussions were ioserte<l in the CALCUT'rA CHRISTIAN OssERVER, with a 
request from the Editor that any person not present at the conference, would 
kindly forward their views to him for insertion. 

Our correspondent • L.' and the Banaras friend responded to this call, and 
forwar<led the letters containing the sentiments of which Dr. D. complains, 
The,se letters were replied to at the time by one of the Mi,siooa.ries of 
the Church of Scotland, and here we thougl,t the matter had rested; 
but Dr. D., unaware of the defence of his associate, thinks himself aggrieved 
and misrepresented, and wishes to support his own cause. In justice to 
him we have inserted bis defence, but as the communication be has forwarded 
would be deemed incomplete without it, we have inserted wh11t he terms hi• 
aggression on his opponents. We wish he had rested in his' defence, and still 
more could we have wished that some of the expressions had been omitted, since, 
we fear, they are c11lculated rather to irritate than mollify any existing feeling. 
Since our best intentions ha,•e been frustrated, in preventing the introduction 
of a topic likely to be so fruitful in debate, we can only state our per­
fect willingness to admit any paper, fully and fairly discussing the opposite view 
of the subject entertained by Dr. Duff.-We have made these remarks with a 
view to vindicate our own conduct in again reviving the subject, and not less to 
shew that it has been discussed on its own merits in this periodical. One 
more suggestion and we l11lVe done : study in this 11n<l in all uiscussious con­
densation and charity.-Eo.] 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obse1·ver. 
GENTLEMEN, -

Several critiques on an Address which I happened to deliver, in May 
last year, before the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, have 
now 1·e11checl me from different pnrts of India. Some of these are so 
querulous 11n1l puerile ns to be beneath notice. Others nre such pe1:fecl 
cai·icaturei of the origi1111l ns to be beyond the necessity of 11ny notice. 
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The niry extr111•11g11n<>e of the sentiments attributed to me-the ,•ery 
monstrousness of the misrepresentation, must prove a sufficient antidote 
without any formal reply. 

There is, however, an article in the last January number of the Oblferoor 
entitled, "Education not necessary to conversion," under the anonv~ 
mous signature of "L," which I cannot pass over in silence. Ap,irt 
altogeth~r from peculiar reasons that might prompt me to pay more 
than ordrnary attention to this article, simply because it has found a place 
in the pa~es of the Observer, it appears to be distiniruished hy such an 
extreme ingenuousness towards myself, that it might be deemed un. 
grateful not to acknowledge my obligations to the author. 

In a tone and temper of mind, and in a style of language very different 
from what characterizes some of the other Indian effusions that have 
reached me, this writer commences as follows:-" Much has recently 
been said as to the necessitv of education, in order to enable the Hindus 
and _ot~ers t~ jud/?ie of the 'nature of the evidence usually produced by 
Chr1st1an wnters m behalf of the truth of the Bible: and if we do not 
mi,~take Mr. Duff, he pretty broadly intimates his belief, that little or 
nothing is to be hoped for, in the way of the conversion of the people of 
India, until they have been made capable of perceiving the force of the 
arguments commonly adduced from miracles, prophecy, history, &c. to 
establish the truth of the gospel." 

Here, with the genuine diffidence of an honest mind, your correspon­
dent, considering that I was distant some thousand miles, and had it not 
in my power to offer an immediate explanation, states his impression of 
" my belief," hypothetically. " If," says he, " we do not mistake Mr. 
DuH, &c." The possibility of his having mistaken my meaning is here most 
candidly and unequivocally admitted. It will, therefore, be my first en­
deavour to shew that my meaning has in reality been mistaken. 

First of all, as to my own antecedent and still continued conviction on 
this subject. Ever since I had any reason to believe that I experimentally 
felt the power of the truth as it is in Jesus, I have been in the constant 
habit of combating the opinions, that civilization must precede Chris­
tianity-and that a liberal education is in every case ersential to conver. 
sion. I ha,•e laboured, to the best of my power, in exposing the fallacy 
of such opinions both in public and in private. I have even written 
essays and -preached sermons in order to counteract their baneful influ­
ence. Vi"hen then I stood up in the General Assembly to deliver an 
address on the subject of missions, the anti-Christian sentiment that a 
liberal education is universall!J necersary towards conversion, never entered 
into my mind. If it had, it would have been only in order to condemn 
it, and protest against it, and publicly express my abhorrence of it. What 
then was the idea which I at least wished to unfold, and intended to 
enforce? It was simply this. There are, as most people are aware, ma. 
nifold difficulties which the Missionary has to encounter. One of these 
arisei; in the case of an inquisitive individual demanding hia evidence, or 
authority, for declaring the Bible, and it alone, to be the revealed word of 
God". How, I asked, is thia particular ca,e to be dealt with? ,vhy, God 

• Lest any one should ignorantly surmise that such a case is an imaginary 
one, I might shew, if necessary, that it has actually and frequently occurred, 
not merely in my own experience, hut in that of others. Suffice it, however, at 
present to say, that it is coincident with my own experience. It is true, that 
to eome, a residence of four or five years may appear ea scucely entitling me to 
•aJ much of peroonal experience. And it is not for me to presume upon it. 
At the same time, there are persons that require to be reminded that " length 
of days," and " mature experience" are not nece■earily equivalent and inter-
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himself hRe been grnciously pleased to furnish us with abundant testimo. 
niols to 11uthentic11te _the truth of his won!. ,'\nd these we have now 
richly_ in store. If we could directly apply them to the case in que~tion, 
t~e d1fficulty would nt once he obviated, and the inquirer would he left 
without excuse-would be convicted of unreasom1l,le follv, if therenfter­
he 1·efused a candid hearir•g tq the message sent from' heaven. But 
how 11re the evidences to be marle immediately available? Jn making the 
attempt to elucidate them, one is soon compelled to feel that the igno. 
rance of the inquirer as to all our historical facts and first principles of 
reasoning, may render him incompetent, in the first instance, to compre. 
hend their nature and force. If, however, it were in our power to corn. 
municate our own u~eful knowledge, i. e. create, as it w~re, the capacity 
of estimating the nature and amount of our evidences, such a preliminary 
bm· to conviction would certainly be removed. Hence it is, that I inferred 
the advantage of useful knowledge, in enabling us to est,,bfoh the evidencu 
of Ch1·istianity, and thereby surmount one o_f the difficulties that oftell 
presents itself at the vel'y threshold of our missionary labours. 

But surely, such II specific view of the use of the evidences, and the 
legitimacy of useful knowledge in the elucidation of them, as applicable 
to the peculia,• case of difficulty now pointed out, is very different indeed 
from the unqualified and unjustifiable assertion, "that little or nothing 
is to be hoped for in the way of the conversion of the people of India until 
they ( i. e. the people of India generally) have been made capable of perceiving 
the force of the arguments commonly adduced from miracles, prophecies, 
&c. to establish the truth of the Gospel." The two statements seem te 
my mind to be totally diverse, the one from the other. The former, un­
less my judgment has become awfully beclouded, and the faculty of ap. 
pl'eheosion wholly stultified, is most sound_ and orthodox; the latter 
unsound and heterodox. Now, it was the former which I maintained, or 
at least intended to maintain: the latter, never. And it was in accord. 
ance with the former, that I was understood by the hundreds that listened 
to the original address. If it had been otherwise-if it had even hcen 
surmised that I designed, directly 01· indirecty, to advocate the latter, it 
would not have been allowed to escape without animadversion. There 
were present, on the occasion, scores of as godly and evangelical men as 
are to be found in any church in the world-men, 11s jealous for the glory 
of God and the honour of his holy word, as any of the most devoted of 
those who; resolving to " brave the battle and the breeze," hm·e issued 
forth on the glorious enterprize of raising the standard of the c1·oss on the 
shores of Hindustan. And if they had understood me, as "L," thuugh 
hesitatingly, insinuates he does, instead of requestiug me to allo1v the 
address to he printed and circulated, they would beyoml all doubt most 
dauntlessly propose II vote of censure arul want of confidence. But they 
did not so interpret my meaning. Neithe1· have I yet learned that it has 
been so understood by the thousands and the tens of thousands of c11nditl 
and reflecting CMistians in Scotla11d, that have ere this tin1e perused the 
ar\dress in print. 

changable expressions. There is such a thing as being old and even grey-heaued 
in yeurs, and yet I.icing y<rnng in reully profitable experience, and vjce 11e1·sd, 
Dudng my sojournment in Calcutta, I had the privilege of enjoying multiplied 
ond unceasing opportunities of iutercou,·se with Hiudus of oil classes, of oil 
castes, and of oll ranks, from the highest to the lowest. I thus possessed pe­
culiar facilities in gainiug on intimote acquuiqtance with their sentilueuts 011 

almost all importout subjects. And I repeat it, that, both through the medium 
of the English and Bengali l110guuges, questio1i.s 011 the subject of eviJ.ea~c 
-have l>ee11 repeotedly put to me, 

VI. F 
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The fir~t hint thRt reached me of Rny misconception of my meRning 
hRYing Rrisen, WR8 from two friends in different pnrts of EnglRnd. After­
WRrds it cnme to my knowledge, that my meaning had heen misrepresente,l 
b)· certain public lecturers,and in certain leading journals, which it is need­
less for me to name. This led me ~eriously to reconsider my langua~e­
and examine whether it ruitnrRllv com·e,·ed the ~<'ntiment which it wns ori­
ginally designed to communicate. And°the conclusion come to, was, that, 
howeYer clear the di~t.inction abm·e stated might appear to my own mind, 
and however obvious to thousands of ingenuous Rnd intelligent readers,­
still, Rs it was not fully and formally expressed, hut left rather to be 
gathered as a matter ot just and rtasonable inference, it would be well to 
represent it in 118 many precise and di.oei·ir.ii.native terms, and, thereby, 
obviate the possibility of future misapprehension. Accordini{lv, when a 
second edition of tl,e address was called for, upwards of two months bPfore 
any of the Indian critiques came i:nto my possession, the following addi­
honnl e:cplantltary para!!:Y'aphs were inserted in it:-" Let me not, howe>'er, 
be misunilerstood. I have adverted to 011e of the practical difficulties that 
stand at the threshold of our attempts to preach the Gospel to an inqui­
sitil·e heathen people. And as it happens to he a difficulty which may, 
in a great measure, he removed by sound general instruc,ion, the great 
adoontugc of such i11strnctio1t is hence legitimately inferred. But it is surely 
one thinp; to say, that a sound "liberal education is- greatly advantageous 
towards the establishment of the evidence and authoritv of the Christian 
revelation, and, consequently, towards securing a caridid and attentive 
hearing; and quite a11ot;her thing to !'ay,' that it is indispensably and uni. 
1'ersally necessary to the heart receptien of the Gospel remedy. The 
former position we do most firmly maiatain, but in the solemnity of apos­
tolic lan~1agP, we enclaim, God forbid that we should ever maintain the 
latter! The Gospel was di\"inely designed for all mankind. But all men 
ha\'e not refined, culti"ated understandings; though all men have certain 
moral feelings, else they cannot be rPc-koned as human beings. Chris­
tianity is fitt!'d to address the most enlightened reason, and is congenial 
with the highe,.t and the noblest exercise of the intellectual faculties; 
but rr,ost frequently it may ha,·e to address those moral susceptibilities 
which all mni pos!'ess in common, and which gi,·e to h11manity its peculiar 
ea~t. It lJOSsesses a certain power of expansion or dil·ine elasticity, so to 
spe,,k, which makes it ~uitahle to every tlfrersity of character. Were it 
a mere intellectual system, farewell to all hope ! But as it is also a mo1·al 
or !'pi ritual universal system, there breathes not the man that can truly be 
sai<l to lie wholly or jin1tlly hPyond its pale. ~'herever humanity exists, 
ancl under wl,ate,·er form, there may he still some principle which it can 
effectually i,ddress. Even the marauder of the wilderness, who, "though 
ferocious as the monsters that glare around him," must have expel'ienced 
~-hat hope, a.nd fear, and love, and self-interest are-even lie may come 
to he de~ply brrmbled under the charges of guilt that are prl'ferred 
agai11st kim, or be softened into tenderness at the tale of infinite com­
pas~ion-e,·en he may he elevated at the prospect of unbounded happines~, 
or lie awakened into alarm at the prospect of ~ve_rlasting woe. And thus, 
by 1,ecomiug, through the agency of the Divine Spirit, a new creature 
in Christ Jesus, the savage, without being a sage, may become II subject of 
civilization, and be transformed into a saint." Again, in reference to 
another topic:-" I ask not, whether sound useful lrnowledge be univel'­
Bally neceasary, either as the precursor or friendly ally of that which is 
divine. Such is mither my own impreaaion rw1· belief. But, seeing that the 
eommunication of useful knowledge becomes, in the ci1·cumstances de­
scribed, such a tremendous engine for bl'eaking down the accumulated 
llllperstitions and idolatries of ages, I do ask, in opposition to those who. 
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decryn nd denounce uAeful knowledge, not in the abstract, but as totally 
innpplicahle to Missio1111ry purposes,-! do ask, with humble hut confirl,rnt 
holdne8s, ns in the eight of henven, " who is it that will henceforward 
h11ve the lwrdihood to nssert, that the impnrtation of such knowledge has 
notl,in.lJ to do with the Christianization of India." 

If nfter this "L" ;rnd others he not satisfied, I confess my inability, 
through the medium of written language, to render my sentiments intel­
ligible. 

ffaving thus endeavoured to put myself right with " L" as regards the 
91"eatfundrtmentfll principle, it follows that, so far a~ my 81tpposed "belief' 
is concerned, his enhsequent observations fall pointle8sly to the grounrL 
If, as has now heeu shewn, he has manifestly mistaken my meaning, all 
his corrective and vindicatory remarks must be levelled, not at my real 
"belief," but at a figment of, his own imagining, i. e. at a nonentity. It 
were therefore a work of perfect supererogation to attempt to follow him. 
Indeed, if I did, it would only he, for the most part, cordially to approve 
of his sentiments ;-for in ,o_f,1,r as these contribute to uphold nnd mugni­
f!I the self-evidencing light and power of the word of God, they are in exact 
coincidence with my own. 

But I cannot thus part with "L." From the defensive I must now pass 
over to the aggres,ise side: the reviewed must now become the reviewer. 
And why? Because I fear that, if, in pointing out the occasional need 
and right use of evidence, and the advantage of general knowledge towards 
the establishment of it*, I have been unwarily and unwittingly betrayed 
into a mode and manner of statement that seemed to some to impunge 
against the evangilical aphorism that " the word of God carries on it the 
evidence of its own origin"-1 greatly fear that yom· worthy correspondent 
" L" has, in his glowing ardour and zeal, been unwarily anrl unwittingly 
carried away into another extreme, alike dangerous to the vital interests of 
Christianity. What mean these sentences?-" It may be permitted me to 
doubt whether either of ·these (i. e. education and the arguments from 
miracles, pro1ihecies, &c.) ought to he reckoned as matters of any great 
moment by the Missionary in his dealings with the heathen, or by the 
Christian ministe1· in his making known the Gospel to the people of any 
denomination whatever." Again: "The truth is, that the evidences of 
Chl'istiunity have hardly ever, even as a means, done any thing towards 
conversion." Once mo1·e. " It is not at all necessary, in dealing with the 
heathen, to touch in any way on the evidences of Christianity." Notwith­
standing the admission that " a man of education may have recourse with 
advantage to the books of evidences, to dissipate his doubts and fears,"­
notwithstanding this solitary and apparently reluctant admission, I may 
su1·ely be permitted, after the perusal of extracts like the preceding, to 
exclaim in my turn :-" If we do not mistake Mr. " L," he pretty bl'Oadly 
intimates his belief in the all but uselessness of the evidences derived from 
miracles, prophecies, &c." And if so, may I not also add in his own 
emphatic language, that, "all this hue and cry" against the evidences i$ 
" useless noise and perhaps worse," -yea, " leaving the perhaps out of the 
case, a plain crying out against the declarations of God himself?" 

At home I know there are Christian men who would instantly dissent 
from that part of" L's" declaration, which asse1·ts the necessity of paying 
attention to the evidences, in making known the Gospel to the people 
of any denomination whateve1·. And these men are nut to be found 

" I beg that it may not for a moment be imagined that I me11n to insin1111te 
that this is the only use of sound general knowledge, viewed 11s applicable to 
:Missionary purposes. No: its uses arn manifohl.. But this happens to be the.. 
6pecial one tl111t falls in with my present line of tleteuce. 

F 2 
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merelv within the walls of our great scholastic institution~. or within the 
pale of the church establishments of England and Scotland; they Rre 
to l,e found amongst the ranks of jealous non-conformist divines, whose 
minds ha\'e not been tainted h~• the cold intellectualizing atmospht>re of 
academic learners. The other day J happened very opportunelr to 
stumble on a \'olume of lectures on the different departments of the Chl'is­
tian eddencc, '' deli,•ered," as announced in the title tlage, '' at the 
monthly meetings of the associated ministers anti ch111·ches of the London 
Congregational Union." The first of the series is by a man, in regard to 
who;,e orthodox,• even " L" can scarcelv entertain anv reasonable sus. 
picion-the late ·lamented Mr. Orme, for several years Foreign Secretary 
to the London Missionary Society, and author of the lives of 01ven, Bax. 
ter, &c. The heading of his lecture is-" The a<h-antages of an 
enlarged acquaintance with tht> evidences of Revelation." In the course 
of hi,; disquisition, Mr. Orme at times ,nites so strongly, that his language 
seems more liable to misapprehension than ever mine was. 

" This heavenly scheme or con,;titution, (i. e. the dispensation of the 
gospel.) sars he, " is excellent in all its parts ancl operations; if it is a 
fl"Ood thing to know it, it must he good to have the heart established in 
its truth, and the power of its influence; and as this cannot take place 
without an extensive and accurate acquaintance with its evidences, it must 
be the duty anti interest of every Chr-istian to have a full and a command­
ing knowledge of them." Again, after expatiating on the different ldnds 
of eddence, external and internal, Mr. Orme thus proceeds:-" It is 
exceedinµ-ly distressing to reflect on the extent to which many ai·e dis. 
posed to take their relig-ion on trust. They are Christians for little better 
1'eason than they would have been Muhammadans had they been born in 
Turkey, or worshippers of the Grand Lama had they been horn in Thi. 
bet." " The consequences, resulting from this ignorance and indifference 
to the evidence of the truth, are most melancholy and disastrous. The 
faith of such persons cannot bear even the ~lightest shock. It is only 
necessary to bring them into contact with ~ome would-be philosopher, or 
witling infidel, to have the foundations, if such they may be called, of 
their religious system compl.itely torn up. The latent unbelief of the 
human heart is ignited by the first spark of infidelity, and the outward 
profession founded upon it, is exploded immediately." " It is very dis. 
graceful to any man, professing Chirstianity, to he unable to meet the 
objections to his faith among persons of his own class and circumstances in 
society. Such a man injures very deeply the cause to which he professes 
to he a friend. He is unable to give 11. reason of the hope that is in him, 
or to assign the grounds of his religious faith. and practice. His inability 
is construed into the weakness of the cause which he has espoused. Be. 
cause he cannot defend his religion, it is inferred that it cannot be defend­
ed. He is regarded as a specimen of the people called Christians. 'fhe 
hody, to which he nominally belongs, are denounced as fools, or bigots, or 
fauatic,;; and Chri~tianity is regarded as incapable or unworthy of being 
defernled. El'ery Christian is required by his religion to be a propagator 
of it in the world. He is expected to use all his endeavours and all his 
influence to recommend to others the salvation which he has himself 
recei,·ed. How can he acquit himself in the discharge of this duty, the 
next in importance to seeking the salvation of his own soul, if he is not 
familiar with the best mode of arguing and defending the Redeemea·'s 
c~use? If he does not study to become acquainted with the strong 
grounds 011 which the s~ripturea rest their claims, he cannot make those 
!,old and fearless appeal,; to others which he might otherwise make with 
the happiest effect. It is well that we have public and professiomli de. 
feuders of the faith: but the vigour and succeBB of the Ch1·istian army 
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ought not to rest on them. Every Christian ought to be able to meet his 
enemy nncl to contribute his portion in gaining the hattles of the Lord. 
Our comfort, no less than our efficiency, depends on our knowledge of the 
evidence~ of the truth." 

Dr. Winter, another of the Congregational Lecturers, in di~coursing on 
"thti lieHt method~ of counteracting infiilelity," mentionsi as one of the 
Lest, "the sedulous instruction of the young in the evidences and the 
princi pies of 1·evealed religion." 

A ftcr penninii: ancl sanctioning such pasisages as these, is it conceiva­
ble that Orme, Winter, Pye Smith, Collyer, Burcler, or any other of the 
Congregational Lecturers, could, for a moment, ~et the seal of his appro­
bation to " L's" astounding assertion, that neither education nor the 
evidences of Christianity " ought to be reckoned as matters of any great 
moment by the Christian Mini,ter, in hi~ making known the Gospel to 
the people of any denomination whatever?" 

But I shall not rest the use and value of the evidences. of revelation 
on mere human authority-however decisive in the way of corroboration. 
"To the law and to the testimony" is the watch.word o~ the Protestant 
believer. 

Jeho,•ah himself appeals to the evidence of pl'ophecy as supplying in­
contestible proof of his divine prescience, and by consequence, his supreme 
dh·inity as contradistinguished from the idols and oracles of the heathen. 
" Remember," says he by the mouth of his servant, "the former things of 
old, fol' I am (;ud, and there is none else: I am God, and there is none 
like me, 1leclari11g the end from the begiuning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done." 

And again, " Produce you1· cause, saith Jehovah, let them bring forth 
and shew us what will happen. Shew u;; things that are to come hereafter, 
that we may know that ye are gods. Behold ye are of nothing." J e;;us 
appealed to the prophecies in proof of his Messiahship. " To him bare 
all the pl'ophets witness." Tlte fulfilment of his own prophecies con­
firmed the faith of the disciples.-John, chap. ii. v. 22. &c. 

As to the divine intent of miracles, what means the complaint of Moses 
when appointed God's ambassadol' to the house of Israel? An,l what are 
we to infet· from the mode in which tbe burden of the complaint was 
instantaneously l'emoved by Jehovah himself? This suhject i; l'ecol'ded 
at large in Exodus, chap. iv. Here Muses, with his profound knowleuge 
of huinan nature, distinctly anticipated the case of inrli vicluals challeng­
ing him to produce the credentials that attested the divine origin of the 
message he was commissioned to deliver. Did God treat the anticipation 
as foolish and unreasonable? By no mean5. He at once supplied his 

• sel'vant with credentials of his authol'ity. He put into his hand "a l'od" 
by which he was to work "signs and wondel's" iu the sight of the people­
" signs and wonders" which would extol't the confession that the finger 
of God was the1·e. Jesus himself appealed to his miracles as an attesta­
tion of his divine-mission. John the Baptist sent his disciples to inquire: 
-" Art thou he that should come, 0l' do we look fol' anothel'? And in 
the same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and to 
many that we1·e blind he gave sight :-Then Jesus ans1vering them, said, 
Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard, how 
that the blind see, tbe lame walk, the lepers al'e cleansed, the deaf hem·, 
the dead are rnised up, and blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended 
in me." To his miracles he appealed as leaving his enemies without 
excuse:-" The works which my Father hath given me to do, they bear 
witness of m.i that the Fathe1· hath sent me." Again, "If I had not 
done arnonl{ them the works which none other man did, they had not 
had sin." 'fu his own disciples his appeal was :-" Btllieve me that I am 
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in the Fathl'r, 11nil the Father in me, or else helie,,e me for the very 
work's sake." And the Evangelists assure us that in cons,•qnence of the 
miracles, nurny rliil helieve nm! glorifi• God. After wit11<•s•ing the per. 
formance of some of thPm, the natural exclamation was. ",v e have seen 
stranj!'e things to-day." "A g1·eat prophet is risen up anwrrgst us." 
"God hath ,·isited his people." "Many," s11rs ,John. "believed in his 
name, when they snw the miracles "l1ich he ,lid." "Rabbi," corrf,•s~ed 
~icodenms, "we know that thou art a teacher sent from God: for no 
man can do those miracles wl1ich thou doest except God he with him." 

From the foregoing and other similar passages of Scripture what do 
we learn? Is it not that miracles and 111·ophecies were desi•rn~d hy God 
him,:;~lf as_ visible inco_ntestihle_ proofs of hi~ own uncontroll;d supr,•macy 
-as rnfalhble credentials of his own accredited messengers-as indis1m­
tahle seals and siirnatures to attest and authenticate the trnth of his own 
re,•elation? And are not these granrl, solemn, anil magnificent purposes? 
Are not the means and the end alike worthy of Him who is the greatest 
the wisest, and the best of Beinirs? ' 

Ho~ then comes "L" so far to forget him~elf as to indulge in the 
offens11·e style of an ill conceale,i sneer respecting "ow· boasted evi. 
dences?"-just as if these had been mere human devices, manipulated 
in the intellectual laboratory of a Paley, or a ChHlmers? "Our boasted 
evidences!" In what sense can they be so designated? In none other 
than the blessed gospel of our salvation can he styled, "our boasted 
gosr,el !" But away with a mode of expression which outrages even 
Christian feeling. The truth is, that, in strict propriety of speech 
neither "the gospel," nor "the evidences" of the gospel, can be called 
ouRS, as to their origin. Both become ours, by the special favour of God's 
grace. A particular manner of proclaiming or enforcing the gospel 
message, may he ours: and one man may be more signally favoured than 
another, in the gift of preaching. But the gospel preached is not ours, 
it is God's-God's own infinitely wise and gracious scheme of redeeming 
lost sinners. So in the case of the evidences. Are there circumstances 
that may render an exhibition of these as advantageous,, and often as 
necessary in our day, as in the days of the Apostles? How are we to 
proceed? ,v e are not commissioned to utter prophecies, nor empowered 
to work miracles. Has God left us then without a remedy? No: blessed 
be his holy name, he has put within our reach means ample and abundant, 
to demonstrate to the full satisfaction of all candid and unprejudiced 
minds, that prophecies have been verily fulfilled, and miracles verily 
wrought. The particular manner of representing these evidences that 
are the proofs of divine authority and inspiration, may be ours. And, as 
in preaching, so here: one man-a Paley, or a Chalmers-may accomplish 
the end with a happier effect than another. But the evidences pro. 
pounded are not ours; they are God's-God's own peculial'ly chosen and 
appointed attestations of a divine commission. So that instead of "our 
boasted evidences," we are bound to ljlbstitute "God's boasted evidences" 
-and then see, bow far we are from approximating the v~ry verge of 
Llasphemy ! 

So much for the design of the evidences arising from miracles and 
prophecies-to disparage which in the slightest degree is, to use '' L's" 
expression, "a plain crying out against the declarations (and revealed 
purposes) of God himself." 

But I have not yet done with " L." If he had rested satisfied with 
declaring, as he once does, that evidences, especially external evidences, 
a/OTU!, could not convert a soul, I should not only assent to the declara. 
tion, Lut do every thing in my power to conlii-m its truth. But when he 
110 far oversteps the limits of sobriety as to assert that "the .evidences of 
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Chrietinnity have lwrdly ever, e11en, as a meana, done any thing toward$ 
conversion," I must not only solemnly express my dissent, but ente~ my 
protest, and 1innounce myself on t}1is point, as irreconcilably at 11ar1ance 
with him. 

We have 11lready seen the desig-n of the evidences in 11uthentic11ting 
a divine rev,elation: let us now briefly advert to their legitimate bearing 
and influence as a mean,Y towards conversion. Ancl this, for the s11ke of 
your scrupulouR correspondent, will he done as nearly as possible in the 
very words of one of the Congregational Lecturers. 

[To be coritinued.] 

VIL-Chapter of Indian Co1·1·espondenc~. 

!.-EDUCATION IN INDIA. 

The mental improvement of mankind is of the first impor­
tance. Knowledge is a fountain from whence all the streams 
flow which are to render the barren waste fruitful as the field. 
Hers is the magic word, which, under God's blessing, shall 
"call spirits from the vasty deep," and bring the energies and 
feelings of mankind into a useful and healthy channel. It is on 
this account highly delightful to witness the varied efforts 
which are now making in this country to raise the native mind, 
both under the high auspices of Government and by the more 
humble attempts of voluntary agency. This effort to arouse 
the mind of India, and direct its awakened power is worthy of 
the highest commendation. 

Thern is something both highly amusing and cheering iu 
the communication of the preceptor of the Raja of Manipur. 
And in the fact that the tutor is a native youth educated in 
a Metropolitan seminary, and the Rija a youth into whose 
hands, under British direction, a large territory will fall, we 
cannot but rejoice; and not less to find that the heads of Govern­
ment are so alive to the peace and prosperity of this vast empire, 
as to inspire in the minds of rising princes a thirst for knowledge, 
and to strew the path to its acquisition by every thing calculat­
ed to attract and fix the attention. 

" From small beginnings mighty fabrics rise." 

May many more be induced to follow the example both of 
Raja and tutor . 

.All the efforts made for the furtherance of education, must, 
as yet, be in their infancy. Suggestions, therefore, com­
ing from any quarter which bear the impress of goo<l sense, 
merit the attention of those who hold the keys of autho­
rity in their hands. We, on this account, commend the com­
munication of our respected correspondent M1TRA to thos~ 
who alone can give its advice a permanently practical direc-
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t.ion. The remarks are judicious, and the result of long and 
diligent experience. ' 

Ouer-pnyment 6/ :Native School Masters. 
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GEl'"TLEMEN, 

As I doubt not your important and inte1·esting discussions, with re­
spect to the cultivation of the English langnage in India, are read by the 
members of the Go,·ernment Education Committee, I beg permission to call 
your attention to what I fear operates against the estnhlishment of Eng­
lish schools by prfrate individuals-the 01•e1·-pc1yment of tllei1· school-masters. 

It would appear an ungrateful task to complain of the school-maste1· 
being over-paid, when the fact, is that he is so generally inadequately 
remunerated. Yet I think that the case of the native school-masters em­
plo}·ed in the Government schools is an exception. In a school with 
which I have had some connexion for a dozen years, we lrnve found the 
utmost difficulty in raising by pri\·ate subscriptions, 80 mpees per month 
for an English school-master and mistress. Indeed, we have several 
years fallen below this amount, and yet our benefactions are on a liberal 
scale, such as 30 rnpees quarterly fo1· magistrate and collector, 20 fo1· 
superior military officers, and 10 for subalterns. But then our com­
munity is limited, as is the case with most stations. Now in the Govern. 
ment English school at a neighbouring place, a young Hindu 1·eceives 
this sum for himself-namely, 80 rupees monthly. 

I consider that it is a fair calculation, that one-fourth of what a Eu1·0-
pean receives is a very LIBERAL compensation for a Hindu. In the first 
place, a native will purchase for one rupee what will cost a European 
two. This reduces his salary one half. Again, a native can live more 
comfortably than a European upon half the expenses of the latter. This 
will bring him to my standard, one-fourth. I apprehend that no mao, 
acquainted with the case, will dispute these two positions, B~sides these, 
however, it should be considered that the European has been at great 
expense in qualifying himself for his work, and certain!)' iu teaching his 
owu language will be more efficient than a Hindu. 

It is true that, in the case to which I refer, the salary of the European 
is made up to 130 rupees monthly from another quarter, and this is the 
maximum which a number of Missionaries iu the Mofussil receive, and from 
which they pay a number af extras, which the native school-maste1· ex­
pects to be provided for him. According to this calculation then, I 
should say that 30 or 35 rupees monthly for a native English school 
master, would be a fair remuneration, and would place him on a very 
respectable standing in Hindu society. He would thus do better than 
a majority of Hindus of similar quali:fications,-at least in the Mofussil. 
On this salary he might save vastly more than a Em·opean could do upon 
his 130. The one could scarcelv live, the other would live well. 

The ,·iew, however, in which ·1 wish to call attention to this subject, is 
its Learing on the spread of the English language and literature; and 
here I fear its influeuce is very discouraging. It will operate as a check 
uvon the establishment of an English school in all cases, excepting whe1·e 
there is a large and liberal community of European~, or Government 
patronage. To rely on the latter, is to lean on a broken reed. If we 
cannot induce the veople to educate themselves, it neve1· can be done in 
,my other way. But to set out at once by placing the salary of the 
school-maste~ 1,eyood the reach of ordinary benevolence 01· obtainable 
contribution;;, iA to nip our expectations in the bud. 

I ;;uppose it will be said that we cannot have well qualified school-mas­
ters uuless we pay for them. I admit it; but if we wish to succeed in 
enlightening India, we must adopt a practicable plan. I fear the loose 
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remnl'ks of the writer of an excellent piece in the Nos. for November and 
Decemhel', 1834, when speaking of the" wretched pittance of one or two 
hunrlred mpeee," are calculated to do harm. A few men in the charac.. 
ter of profes3ors, &c. may obtain proper remuneration, hut to expect that 
school-masters genHally will more than get a decent living, is to hope 
ogai 11Ht all experience. I apprehend that few of the craft will speak of 
"hundreds of ru11ees" so indifferently as our good friend H. 

I have no desil·e to lower the salary of either Native or European, 
especially the latter, any further than is necessary to secure a general 
establishment of schools; but so far as my experience goes, the present 
l'ate of remuneration of native English school-masters operates as a check 
to the spread of the English language. At least I have reason for sup­
posing there would be two other English schools within my limited sphere 
of operations we1·e the 1·ate of payment about what I ha,•e stated. 

This, then, I conceive to be a g1·eat evil, and one that demands con­
sidemtion. Perhaps it, in some measure, arises from calculating the sa­
lary according to the Calcutta standard. That, it should be remembered, 
is 11ot a criterion for the Mofussil. 

October U, 1836. MITRA. 
Queries for the C. C. O. 

1. Is it not a violation of the scripture injunction to receive and con­
fer the title of" Pdd1·f ?" 

2. As my conscience has not felt quite easy on this point, it has been 
still less so with re,pect to the title of " Nath PJ.dre" which is conferred 
on the Company's Chaplains. 

A few remarks on these points from some of your intelligent corre­
spondents, or yourselves, would be highly esteemed. 

M. 
Inte1·esting Cammunicationfram Manipur. 

Mv DEAR Sm, 
I t1·ust that before this you have received the letter which I sent you 

on 5th ultimo, info1·ming you that the Maharaja was relapsed, &c. By 
the blessing of Goll the Maharlija recovered his health. I began with 
him from 7th ultimo. I teach him now twice a day at my house. He 
comes to my house early in the morning and stays till 11 o'clock, and again 
comes at 1 in the afternoon and stays till 5. Sometimes he reads and 
sometimes plays about, and sometimes takes his tiffin, and sometimes I 
make him eat sweetmeats, which he likes very much, which my people 
make fo1· him, for which he requests me very often. In this manner I 
teach him daily; sometimes be likes to read at home. I go in when he 
sends for me. The school-house is not finished yet. The ;\Iaharlija has 
recovered his old lessons which he had forgotten during the time of his 
sickness: he is now reading the 9th page. I teach him every day some 
English wonls, but he forgets gene1·ally, being so young; yet he has 
learnt some of them. At p1·esent I have no time, because I have to stay 
with the Maharaja almost the whole day, sometimes even to night. 

The Regent's sons are now reading the 13th page: they have learnt 
some English words and some sentences ; they try to beat each other; 
their mothers are very anxious to teach them; sometimes they al'e beaten 
severely l>y theil· mothers for neglecting their lessons. I go there very 
frequently, and the two men are always there: they teach them twice a 
day. A few days ago I have been to meet Sidh11nta, the greatest pandit, 
or l may say the bishop of this p1·ovince, who was very much against the 
Maharlija's studying the English language. He received me kindly and 
appeared to be quite l'econciled. A few days aftel' that l went to 
Dhamandi, the Rlijguru, who was not so much against it as tb1:1 other 
man. He received me very kindly and showed great familial'ity. These 

VI. G 
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are the two greatest Brdhmans in the country. Captain Gordon began to 
build mv new hou~e himself; he did not like to ask the Regent fo1· it. 

Y esterilRi· evening 1 gave the Maharaja the playthings and the piece 
of silk. whirh hi~ Excellency the Governor-General presented the Maha­
rlije. Captain Gordon could not see the Maharani because her Highnesa 
was not very well, therefore he gave me the things to present the Maha­
rBja, anil sent his servant with R letter, saying that His Excellency the 
Governor General is very much pleased at hearing the Maharaja's Eng­
li~h study. and presented him the playthings and the piece of silk. At 
this, \,er Highness the Maharani was very much pleased, and requested 
c,,ptain Gordon and me to write to Govemment that her Highness the 
Mahenini was very much pleased. The Maharaja was verr much pleas­
ed at the playthings indeed, particularly at the steam vesse. By chance 
one of his sen·ants has broken one of the wheels of the steam vessel, with 
,,.-horn he was very much displeased, but to.day l mended it for him. 
Y esterclay evening Captain Gordon went himself to the Regent and 
presented the piece of silk to his sons, who were very much pleased 
at it. 

Manipur. Yours, &e. 

2.-TEHPERANCE QUESTIONS. 

The temperance cause is, in our estimation, one of the great 
means now employed for renovating the human race. It is a 
powerful auxiliary to the Mission work, wherever it is effi­
ciently conducted. We regret, therefore, that the only answer 
we are able to render to our respected corre~pondent, is one 
that will reflect no credit upon ourselves or prove satisfactory 
to him. ,v e believe the Calcutta Temperance Society, like 
many more good institutions in this city of prnmises, is no more, 
It was not, ifwe are rightly informed, a total abstinence society; 
and this, in our esteem, was sufficient to account for its decease. 
To tamper with a foe is almost another word for defeat. It 
affords us sincere pleasure, however, to be able to state that the 
practice of drinking ardent spirits has very much declined in 
late years amongst Europeans. If we observe aright, fashion 
ha.; lent her powerful aid to put down a practice so degrading 
to man. Would that she had always employed her question­
able exiE;tence for as good a purpose. We are, however, not 
without our fears, that one of the many boons conferred upon 
the natives hy Europeans is the habit of drinking ardent 
spirits. ludependently of this, they are in the habit of smok­
iug and eating poisonous and destructive drugs, against which 
they should be warned and guarded. We shall, therefore, be 
happy to receive information on any of the topics included in 
the following queries, addressed to us by the Secretary of the 
American Temperance Society, or on any other connected 
with this r;ul>ject which has a high place in our best feelings. 
We hope soon to be enabled to announce the formation of' a 
Calcutta. Temperance Society.-ED, 
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The points on which information will be pa1·tlcularly acceptable, are 
1uch as the following, viz. 

I. What are the habits of the people with regard to intemperance? 
2. What are the principal means of intoxication; among what classe3, 

nnd to what extent does that vice prevail? 
3. Is it on the increase, or has it, within a fe1v years past, been dimin-

ished? • 
4,, Have facts been collected ancl disseminated, or any special efforts 

been made on the subject? 
5. What effects have intoxicating liquors or drugs on the health, 

character, and condition of the people? 
6. What are some of the principal difficulties in the way of abolishing 

the use of such liquors and drugs? 
7. What, in your view, would be the effects of such a change ttpon 

the great interests of the people ? 
Extract of a Letter from-a Coi·respondent. 

Quei·y.-What is the "Calcutta Temperance Society" doing? Is it 
dead or alive? If alive, it does not breathe loud enough to be heard in 
these provinces. Be assured, my brother, if the present generation do not 
rouse and put down " bmndy-pani," "gin-sharab," and all alcoholic 
liquors, the next will; for India must be reformed by the Tempernnce 
Society. I verily believe more Europeans perish annually by strong drink 
than by the climate. Ardent spirits are not necessary for health in a hot 
climate any more than in a cold one, and people will believe it yet. Even 
temperate drinking will soon become unfashionable. Would that it were 
even so now. 

I really hope you will either enter the field yourself, or set some other 
good philanthropist at work. We have but a little time to work: but 
while we have, shall we be idle and guiltless? 

Maulmein, 1836. 

VIII.-Notices of Muhammadan Festivals and Obse1·vances. 
No. 1, January. 

The feast called Ramadan is observed for a period of 30 
days, viz. from the appearance of one new moon to that of the 
succeeding moon. 

It is an annual fast, the observance of which occurs every 
twelfth moon, consequently, the difference between lunar and 
golar years causes the fast to retrograde through all the seasons 
of the year. 

Instituted by Muhammad, it is considered as binding on all 
true believers. That now being observed, commenced on the 
tenth day of December, and will close if the moon be visible on 
the eighth instant. , 

Musalma.ns at this period abstain during the hours between 
sun rise, and sun set, from food, drink, smoking, and ( ex­
cept in ·extreme cases) from medicine; but are at liberty 
through the night to eat and drink at pleasure. 

Among the upper classes the night is often a pe1·iod of revel­
ling ancl excess; when they ind~lge themselves in eating ancl 
smol<ing till a late period, the cousequence ot' which is, that a 
proportion of the day is consumed in sleep. 

Q. 2 
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They do not appear to abstain from either recreation or busi­
ness: indeed, no religious feelings at this period are discemible 
in the mass of M usalmans more than on ordinary occasions. 

A !though the lower classes consider the annual observance 
of the Ramadan as meritorious, the majority keep it perhaps 
not more frequently thai1 once in three ye:u·s, many of whom 
rise before day-light, to enjoy a morning meal and strengthen 
themselves for the abstinence of the dav. To such, this fast is 
really a month of mortification, which affects the health of 
delicate constitutions, whilst the temper of labourers and ser­
vants imbibes a degree of acerbity, which, however, at the 
close of the fast is exchanged for hilarity, serenity, and self­
complacency. 

In the evening, when the new moon which closes their period 
of abstinence is anticipated, the male population of large Mu­
salman cities may be seen crowding the streets and tops of the 
houses to catch the first glimpse of the moon, the appearance 
of which gladdens all hearts; and causes the faithful to retire 
with joy to feasting and mirth. 

Sometimes the haze of the weather or clouds conceal the 
moon on the anticipated evening; in which case the Musal­
min is doomed to an additional day of mortification. Should 
this occur on the second evening, his patience is exhausted, and 
he naturally concludes that the moon has changed, though to 
him im-isible. At the city of Murshedabad the conclusion of 
the Ramadan ii;; celebrated by distributing alms to the poor ; 
mutual salutations, and presents to friends, fire-works and the 
discharge of artillery, with other demonstrations of joy: the 
reasons for which are differently stated. One Maulavi says, 
that they rejoice because Muhammad by his merits has obtained 
the forgiveness of their sins, and opened to their admission the 
gates of Paradise. Another Maulavi asserts that they rejoice 
because the term of their abstinence is closed.-'!'he reasons 
however are very Yarious. 

The months which the Arabs held sacred, are Al Muhar­
ram, Rajah, Dhulkaada and Dhulhajja. The first, the seventh, 
the eleventh, and the twelfth, in . the year. Dhulhajja being 
the month wherein they performed the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Rajah is said to have been more strictly observed than any of 
the other three, probably because in that month the Pagan 
Arabs used to fast; Ramadan, which was afterwards set apart 
by Muhammad k>r that purpose, being in the time of ignorance, 
dedicated to drinking in excess. By reason of the profound peace 
and security enjoyed in this month, one part of t!)e provisions 
brought by the caravans of Purveyors, annually set out by the 
Koresh for the supply of Mecca, was dii;tributed among the 
people ; the other part being, for the like reason, distributed at 
the pilgrimage. H. 
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IX.-On the duty of Private Christians in this Country. 

We inserted two papers in the last Obaerver, the one "On doing good 
in India," and the other "On the obligations upon all Christians to lahour 
for the Salvation of the Heathen around them." These, we trust, have 
called forth the attention of our readers to a subject which we consider of 
the highest importance. What ·account shall many professing ,lisciples 
of the blessed Saviour give of their stewardship in the great anrl final 
day of account? They have lived for years amid the darkness of heathen 
ignorance, and, it may be, have scarcely made one direct exertion for the 
promotion of that cause, which, if their profession be any thing, they must 
know to be the cause of truth. The time is surely come when the apathy, 
the chilling indifference, which has too long pervaded the m~jority of the 
Christian population, is to give way to a more decided and more consist­
ent line of conduct. The interests of the kingdom of ri.ghteousness and 
peace have suffered by the remissness of professed adherents. Idolatry 
and ungodliness unblushingly display their banners, and yet the standard 
of the Cross seems scarcely unfurled. To say that the stillness of spiri­
tual death surrounds us, would be to describe in very inadequate lan­
guage, the scene presented to our view. The enemy is active. His forces 
are in array, and the din of offensive warfare daily assails our ears. There 
is no slumber in the camp of the foe; but the sleep of torpid indifference 
seems to have seized the friends of TRUTH, We desire to see them awak­
ened from their careless slumbers, and coming forth as the advocates of 
the cause of Him who went about continually doing good. We desire to 
behold all the servants begirt with the armour of their .Master, and pre­
pared for the fiercest onset of the prince of darkness. But it is not the 
mere vehemence of a sudden and impetuous attack that we consider a!I 
most likely to overth1,ow the rampant power of error. The united exer­
tions of the adherent!! of truth would do far more to arrest the progres,:; of 
the enemy, than any partial and sudden burst of merely enthusiastic ardour, 
which might burn for the moment, but again quickly die away. The 
steady and persevering, though unostentatious efforts of the disciples of 

Christ, accompanied by their fervent prayers for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, are the means which we think best calculated to put down the 
power of error, and establish the reign of truth and righteousness ;-nor 
is it the isolated efforts of a few which can do this, so effectually as 
the combine1l and persevering efforts of the united body of Christians. 
Many will, we trust, be stirred up to exert themselves, in their private 
capacity, to promote the progress of the gospel of truth; and we hope that 
the following paper, which we are permitted to insert, may prove useful 
to many who wish to be actively engnged in promoting the cause of the 
Saviour, in this country. It is not to be supposed that every possibfo way 
of doing goocl is pointed out and recommended in the following sugges­
tions, but we trust that some modes of operation are mentioned, which 
many of the disciple11 of Christ will find to be both practicable and useful. , 
-ED. 
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The Missionaries, in and about Calcutta, are in the habit of 
meeting, from time to time, for the friendly discussion of such 
suggestions as present themselves, to any one of their numbe1·, 
bearing upon their direct usefulness in this country. At one 
of their monthly meetingi;:, lately, "tlie question, " How may 
pri,ate Christians most effectually serve the cause of the Re­
deemer in this country," came under their consideration, and 
was thought so highly important as to lead to a more systema­
tic arrangement of the remarks offered than ordinary. The 
principal suggestions then made, are embodied in the follow­
ing paper, drawn up by a few of their number, appointed for 
that purpose, and subsequently approved of by a general meet­
ing. 

I. All Christians might most effectually promote the cause 
of the Redeemer, by exhibiting, on all occasions, in the bosom 
of their own families, and in their private conduct, a behaviour 
suited to the profession which they make of being the disciples 
of the holy and benevolent, the meek and lowly Jesus. 

Christians would do well to apply to themselves the word of 
J EHov AH, by his prophet, to the children of Israel, " I will be 
sanctified in you before the Heathen." All who bear the name 
of Christ must be aware that any inconsistency, on their part, 
with those principles by which they pl'Ofess to be actuated, 
must prove a serious stumbling-block iu the way of unbelievers, 
and must have a tendency to cause the name of H1M, whom all 
Christians profess to follow, to be profaned amoug the Hea­
then. Christians ought, therefore, carefully to abstain from 
any harsh treatment of servants and other dependents, such as 
striking them, or using abusive language towards them, even 
on occasions of great provocation. 

To Christians, in their domestic capacity, we especially re­
commend the great propriety of maintaining regular daily 
family worship, at suitable and convenient hours. Those, who 
are well acquainted with the native languages, ought, in our 
opinion, to conduct family worship, at least once every day, 
in Bengali or Hindustani, using such means as may appear to 
them proper to induce their servants to be present. 

II. Private Christians might also do much to pro!llote the 
cause of Christianity, in this city especially, by visiting such 
houses as they can find access to, and entering into religious 
conversation with the inmates,-reading the scriptures, and 
also praying with them, when suitable opporlunities for doing 
so may occur,-supplying them on loan, or otherwise, with reli­
giouis books and tracts, and urging them to peruse these with 
attention. 

In order to mark out more specifically the mode in which 
the diisciples of Christ may act in accordance with this sugges-
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tion, we would remark that those who reside in the same neigh­
bourhood might make such arrangements among themselves, as 
would enable them to confine their attention, individually, 
to certain districts ; in visiting which they might inquire into 
the spiritual wants of the people, and invite them to attend 
upon the public ordinances of rel.igion. Those who may engage 
in such work and labour of love, would do well also to com­
municate with their ministers, concerning the spiritual state 
of the most destitute of those with whom they may have 
intercourse in their visits, and so bring them into connexion 
with many out of their ordinary reach. 

We consider that, on such occasions, all nominal Chris­
tians, of whatever class or sect, ought to obtain a due share of 
attention, and such as are in destitution or sickness, as far as 
may be, occasionally solaced and relieved in body as well as 
mind, without interfering with the stated charities of the Dis­
trict Charitable Committee or any similar institution. 

III. Christians might effectually promote the cause of the 
Redeemer, by keeping supplies of tracts, portions of the Scrip­
tures, and religious books, for Joan or distribution to such as 
may have the necessary qualifications for profiting by them ; 
also, by embracing every favorable opportunity of conversing 
on religious subjects with servants, sirkars, and others with 
whom they may have either constant or occasional intercourse. 
Christian native-readers of unexceptionable character, might 
be employed for imparting religious instruction to servants 
and others about the family and neighbourhood. 

Supplies of books and tracts might be kept both at the 
house and at the place of business ; and we may notice that 
suitable publications may always he had, by applying at the 
depositaries of the Bible and Tract Societies. 

IV. Those who have the means might erect schools or 
chapels in their compounds, or in other convenient situations, 
where conversations might be held with such persons, old or 
young, as could be induced to attend, and where tracts and 
other religious publications might be distributed to such as 
would receive them. 

In cases, where it might prove inconvenient for one indivi­
dual to act in accordance with the above suggestion, two or 
more private Christians might unite their efforts for accom­
plishing the purpose recommended. 

V. Private Christians might do much to promote the cause 
of the Gospel, by occasionally accompanying Missionaries in 
their ministrations among the Heathen. 

Were private Christians, even without actually accompany­
ing the Missionary, occasionally to stop at the preaching sta-
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tions, not at all times even waiting for the arrival of the preach­
er. and to converse with such as might be present ; the exhibi­
tion, so made, of the interest which they took in the advance 
ment of true religion, would, we think, leave a favorable 
impression on the minds of the native population, and the more 
dispose them to hear the p1·eacher's subsequent addresses with 
attention and patience. 

VI. All Christians ought to abstain from employing sirkars 
in public offices, or native workmen of any description, on the 
Lord's day. They ought also to afford to such dependents an 
opportunity, and to give them encouragement to attend places 
of ·wor.;;hip. 

V{ e recommend this suggestion to the special attention of 
those who possess large establishments, in which many per­
sons. natives and others, are employed. 

VII. Knowing, as we do, that the presence of Christians at 
natin idolatrous ceremonies, is often regarded by the heathen 
as a tribute of respect to the imaginary beings whom they 
worship, we are of opinion, that every disciple of Christ 
sbonld refuse to attend at puj:is, niches, or any other native 
festivals, connected with idolatry, lest they hinder the gospel 
of the Redeemer, and prejudice the souls of those for whom 
Christ died. 

VIII. Christian female~, generally, ought to be urged to 
every feasible kind and degree of zealous activity in doing good, 
especially to the heathen. They only can, in many instances, 
fwd access to natives of their own sex, to the respectable 
classes among whom, their visits have been, in several in­
stances, found highly acceptable and useful. 

IX. Much good might arise from the private friendly meet­
ing together of a few Christians, here and there, for_ prayer 
and reading the Scriptures. Three or four families, or six or 
eight individuals, might engage to meet one evening every week 
for this purpose, as has been done with equal pleasure and pro­
fit. A select portion of Scripture might furnish the su~ject of 
conversation; and, when the occasional assistance of a minister 
could not be secured, any good short commentary might be 
used for the elucidation of difficult passages. They would thus 
imitate those who feared the Lord, and talked often one to 
another, to whom the Lord hearkened, and for whom a book 
of remembrance was written before him. 

Private Christians would hereby, it is hoped, greatly in­
crease their acquaintance with the Scriptures, deepen their 
piety, and stir each other up to more vigorous and practical 
efforts in the preceding, or any other modes of usefulness to 
others. 
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REVIEW. 

Remarks on General Education, and the Report of the 
General Committee of Public Instruction. 

We have read with considerable interest, several papers 
which have appeared in this periodical and the various pub­
lications of the Presidency, on the subject of Native education, 
and the best mode of conducting it. We have no wish, how­
ever, to enter at present on what has been, somewhat quaintly, 
denominated the " vernacular controversy." There is no 
great reason to suppose that any thing, which might no1v be 
written on the subject, would have much weight with either 
of the contending parties ; and in fact t_he " contJ-oversy" seems 
to be gradually approximating that stage when nothing more 
can be said on either side. Some of the parties have already 
perceived that after all there is no great difference in their 
opinions; and those who stand out on the extreme points of 
distinction, are likely to remain uninfluenced by any other 
arguments than undisputed and substantial facts. 

We have the good fortune to be at war with neither side 
on this question ; we regard them both as fellow-labourers in 
the same cause ; and however we may have been startled oc­
casionally by some of their announcements, still we humbly 
think, that, in some points of great importance, both par­
ties are in the right. Were the friends and advocates of 
English education (to which party the w1·iter of this pa­
per decidedly belongs) to prosecute their lal.,ours, with 
the imagination, that the whole population of Hindustan 
are io be enlightened through the medium of the English 
tongue, used exclusively in every school to be henceforth 
established,-we should characterize their schemes as pure 
Utopianism. But we are not aware that any friend of 
native improvement advocates English education on these 
grounds. Again,-If the advocates of education through 
the media of the vernacular languages and dialects, mean 
that the same extent of knowledge and pure science can 
be communicated, at present, through these media, as by 
means of English-we cannot understand them. Two very 
necessary instruments are, so far as we know, altogether 
wanting for any enlarged scheme of education through the 
media of the vernacular languages-and these are, teachers 
and books. In order to get either of these instruments, we 
must at present look to other media of instruction than the 
native languages, aud the only resource before us is the Eng­
lish ;-the language of strangers, it is true, but of strange1·s 
who now are looking around them with anxious desires to be-

V I. H 



50 Review. 

come the benefactors of the country, by spreadini:f abroad 
among its people the blessings of liberal education and sound 
knowledge. That education may now he communicated, that 
knowledge may now be taught-because teachers, capable of 
instructing the young through the medium of the English 
tongue, are comparativel,Y easily found. 

The language which they can teach is a store-house, which 
abounds with precious wares in all branches of science ; and by 
enabling the lotmg native to have access to such treasures, a 
key is put into his hand, whereby he may enter the temples of 
science, :md the palace of Truth herself, and at once have his 
mind replenished with every thing sound in knowledge and 
religion. 

,vhen this is accomplished, however, the work is only be­
gun in part. The young native, who has acquired a sufficient 
knowledge of English to obtain the precious reward of his la­
bour, which that language places within his reach, is not there­
by fitted to become the benefactor of his countrymen, unless 
he have also studied with precision his own native tongue. 
He has indeed the key to the treasury, hut he possesses not 
the implements necessary for the distribution of the valuable 
gifts to which he has gained access, unless the vernacular 
language of the millions be so readily at his command as to 
become the vehicle of sending forth to the multitude all the 
Yaried riches, all the precious stores of historical, physical, 
moral, and theological truth, which are to be met with in the 
vast store-house of British authorship. vV e are therefore 
not only decided friends of English education, but we are also 
equally decided advocates for education in the most exten­
si,ely used and most expressive languages of the country. 
We advocate elementary schools in these languages-we ad­
vocate the grammatical study of these languages, and would 
wish to see in every large seminary a considerable portion 
of time spent in acquiring accuracy both in writing and 
speaking them. VI e would even go so far as to advocate 
the propriety of making some select students, who have a taste 
for such studies, familiar with the various departments of 
Hindu science and literature. Until thiR shall have been done, 
the instmcted cannot be acquainted with the wants, of their 
countrymen, nor with the proper furniture and implements 
for supplying these wants. And we humbly think such vast 
deficiencie8 must in a great measure remain unsupplied, until 
an army of native agents go forth to the conflict with dark­
ness, n'ot only arrayed in offensive and defenRive armour, but 
fully acquainted with the work which lies before them, the 
shortest and easiest routes to the most advantageous scenes 
of contest, and the skilful tactics which may ensure the victo-
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ry. Were instruction carried on in all the districts of Hindu­
stan, Bo as to rear up numbers of young men, so familiar with 
English as to have access to the science and literature contain­
ed in English books, and so well acquainted with their own 
lnnguage as to be able readily to communicate their acquire­
ments to their countrymen, a general system of education 
might speedily be developed. 

At present a general system cannot be brought into practice, 
because few, almost none, are qualified for carrying it on ; nor 
have we books either historical, scientific, or religiou,1, adapted 
for a general system of education in the vernacular tongues. 
By combining, however, instruction in the English with instruc­
tion in the vernacular tongues, preparation might be made for 
extending widely, at no very distant period, the blessings of gene­
ral education. Let a new race of Pandits be raised up, not by 
spending years in exclusive study of the philosophical subtle­
ties of the ancient sages, but by being taught the beauteous 
and satisfactory truths of modern science, in connection with 
their own language,-and their own science, also, so far as to 
furnish them with terms capable of being understood by their 
own countrymen ; and then the interesting system, alluded to 
in the communication of L. W., may become general through­
out the country, and on a scale far more extensive than any 
thing which can take place at Malwa with our present means. 

Several interesting facts are mentioned by L. W. regarding 
the interest excited by the books of U nkar Bhat and Suba.ji 
Ba.pu. Many such would speedily occur, were a regular 
system established fo1· instruction in modern science, ( which can 
be done to any considerable extent, at present, only through 
the medium of English,) and for contemporaneous instruc­
tion in the native languages, to such an extent as would enable 
the initiated to make known, in scientific and correct language, 
the treasures which they had acquired. The change, from dark­
ness to light, from ignorance and prejudice to true knowledge, 
would, perhaps, be far more rapid than many on either side of 
the question anticipate, were proper means taken to ensure 
the wished-for result. But the total exclusion of English 
from the seminaries now being established in India would cer­
tainly, in our opinion, not forward the desired object. The total 
exclusion of all instruction in the vernacular dialects wonltl 
also be an erroneous arrangement. A system has not yet been 
thoroughly perfected for doing the work in the most efficient 
way. It must be an arrangement which combines all that the 
Education Committee are now doing, with something like the 
interesting example refened to by L. \V. \Ve cannot, however, 
enter at all into the implied censures which that gentleman 
throws out against those who advocate English euucation. He 

H !t 
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seems to be too much under the influence of locality for taking 
an~- general or comprehensive view of the subject. We think 
the adrocates of English education have both reason and sound 
philosophy on their side. Nay, even the test to which L. W. 
would bring their system seems to tell against him. In this 
part of India .. education in English is so decidedly popular, that 
had we additional means we might multiply indefinitely even 
Missionary schools, where, not science alone, but also religion 
is daily taught. But is the vote of the people to become the 
criterion for settling the question regarding what they are to 
be taught by those who wish to enlighten them ? A mot·e erro­
neous idea could scarcely be imagined. Are those who sit in 
darkness_ competent to tell us how they are to be enlightened? 
Are the ignorant able to find out the most rational and the 
most philosophical method of conveying instruction ? Who can 
calmly think so? Let not any friend of enlightened education 
stumble at the fact of 18,000 signatures being put to a petition 
by the Muhammadans of Calcutta; rather let him remember 
tfiat, without giving pensions, "if we have only masters enough, 
we can have any number of students." 

\Ve think, that perhaps even the advocates of exclusive 
orientalism will allow, that, in the meantime, English is the 
medium through which the greatest quantity of sound know­
ledge can be communicated in a given time. If they do not 
think this, then they rr.ay be able to tell us how we can give 
instruction, at present, to the youth of Bengal or Hindustan, 
through the media of the learned languages or the vernacular 
dialects, in history, mathematics, moral or physical science, 
chemistry or anatomy. Where are the teachers, and where 
are the books? What are the Orientalists doing? or what 
have they yet done? Why are there not more compilations, 
selections, histories, original works on various subjects, to be 
found in the ancient and modern languages of the country ? 
The reason is too obvious. No one has the inclination, the 
necessary time-and few, we presume, the necessary qualifica­
tions, for preparing implements so necessary for imparting 
instruction. And if instruction is to be confined to the works 
now existing in the learned tongues, no progress can be made 
in those branches of knowledge which modern discovery has 
carried far beyond the philosophy of the East. 

Vv e have been led into these remarks, by pemsing the Report 
of the General Committee for Public Instruction. We cordially 
agree with many opinions con_veyed in ~hat Report .. The great 
outlines of the plan of educat10n for tlus part of India, appears 
to us, so far as it is yet developed, and in so far as circumstances 
permit, well adapted to forward the interests of those whom it is 
the wish of Government to benefit. The means at present un-
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der the control of the Committee are limited, and they appear 
to have a sincere wish to employ these means in that way, by 
which the principleli of secular knowledge may ultimately be 
most extensively disseminated among the population. Limited 
funds ouglit certainly to be so employed as to afford the great­
e~t amount of public good. It is well then to aim at fur­
nishing some of the native youth with the means of rising 
above those pl'ejudices in which they are early initiated, and to 
endeavour to fit them for occupying offices of trust among their 
countrymen. This can only be clone, howevel', by laying open 
to them the literature and science which are part and parcel of 
modern civilization; and by enabling them to become qualified 
for holding intercourse with theil' superiors, in a language better 
suited for free communication than any of the native dialects, 
in as much as the latter are but partially known to the majority 
of the European population. 

We might thus find many plausible reasons why the 
friends of education, and especially those entrusted by Govern­
ment with the management of a limited fund, should do all 
that is now doing to promote instruction in the English tongue. 
But, looking beyond present circumstances, and the ad van­
tages which individual young men may immediately derive 
from an accurate knowledge of the language of their rulers, 
we see fat· higher reasons for establishing and maintaining, 
on a more extensive scale than yet exists, seminaries for 
education through the medium of the English tongue. The 
time has gone by, when knowledge, either religious or secu­
lar, was deemed valuable, only in proportion to its antiquity. 
Something substantial and real, something demonstrable and 
true, must form the pabulum of the mind in the present day. 
We yield to none in our veneration for antiquity. But we 
should wish to afford admiration fo1· whatever is grand and 
venel'able amid the remnants of the past, without becoming the 
blinded votaries of exploded theo1·ies, antl useless and unmean­
ing subtleties. 

We could cordially unite with the French Ambassador at the 
Court of M EHEMET ALI, in deprecating his Highness' intention 
to pull down, even the least magnificent of the Pyramids; but 
should never think of recommending or encouraging the ambi­
tious Pacha to consecrate his memory, by adding to the number 
of these sublime monuments of fallen greatnes;; and misdirected 
powel'. w· e can easily conceive wit!1 what intenseness of in­
terest the mind of the unequalled and amiable JoNES could 
luxuriate amid the extravagant fancies and bold conceptions of 
the oriental poets ;-we can also admire the intellectual subtlety 
of the eastern sag·es, and the ingenuity of that philosophy which 
held triumphant sway amid the superstitious of Asia, while the 



54 Reuiew. 

darkness of the middle ages hnng over the benighted regions 
of the West. But all this veneration for the productions of an­
tiquity would never lead us to recommend, that the funds at the 
dispo~al of the guardians of education should be expended in 
fostermg as sound knowledge, the imaginative dogmas of oriental 
science ; while the solid truths, which modern research has dis­
closed, may he plauted and reared up, and we fondly hope, be­
come like indigenous plants in the fertile regions of Hindustan. 
We therefore r('.joice in the exertions which are made to' " im­
part to the nati\·e population a knowledge of English literature 
and science, through the medium of the English language ; " and 
in the preference which is given " to European learning taught 
through the medium of the English language, over Oriental 
learning taught through the medium of the Sanskrit and Arabic 
lan~ag-es." 

The Committee in thinking that instruction, such as they offer, 
" is the first stage in the process by which India is to be en­
lightened," are doubtless most correct, so far as merely secular 
knowledge is capable of effecting the object which they have in 
view. But, after all, tlie number that can receive a finished 
education through the medium of English, are but a small frac­
tion of the population; and the circumstances, which now impel 
the youth with such eagerness to seek after instruction, can 
never operate so extensively as to induce the many to desire 
instruction in English. In the vicinity of large cities, where a 
knowledge of our language will open up for educated young 
men some offices of trust and emolument, numbers may continue 
to frequent the schools ; but we can conceive no other mode of 
ultimately carrying the great boon of education throughout the 
populous zillahs of the country, except a well regulated system 
of instruction through the media of the vernacular dialects. 
Such a syRtem cannot be too soon constructed. The best means 
for attaining its accomplishment cannot be too speedily put into 
practice; and the operations of the Committee can be only 
partial, in the extreme, unless they succeed in preparing, not 
the system only, but the instruments suited for bringing it into 
full development. 

There is a great deficiency, we humbly think, in the means 
by which it is hoped that this object may be gained. It is true 
that the natives cannot teach before they learn,-they cannot 
transfer knowledge into the native languages until they have 
themselves acquired that knowledge. But they must also ac­
quire the necessary capabilities for S? transferring it; and greater 
attention must be devoted to their own language, by those 
now becoming familiar with the literature and science of Europe, 
ere they can impart any of their acquisitions to their country­
men through the medium either of oral instruction or transla-
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tions. Tlie existing institutions of the Committee will not 
epeedily become the '' nucleus of a much more general system of 
education," unless some direct efforts are now made to rear up, 
eimultaneously, a set of teachers folly qualified for becoming- dis­
trict school-masters in the native tongue; and ali!o tran.~lrttors 
at once proficient in European knowledge, and masters of the 
idiom and grammhr of their own tongue. They must be Pan­
dits in the real sense of the word, before they can occupy the 
ground at present in the possession of the hereditary instructors 
of youth. 

Viewing with pleasure the declaration of the Committee, 
that they " are deeply sensible of the importance of encou­
raging the cultivation of the vernacular languages," we earn­
estly hope that they will have it in their power to form a 
1;1ystem for giving efficacy to their recorded sentiments. .Mr. 
Adam's Reports may have a beneficial influence in leading to 
such a result ; and we trust that he will be enabled to prosecute 
his labours, with a view to the formation of a system which 
shall bring education within the reach of even the poorest in 
the land. 

\Ve do not mean to follow the Report through the minute sta­
tistical details which it contains of the Committee's operations. 
These through manyother channels have already been laid before 
the public. They are in general highly satisfactory, and give great 
promise of more extensive usefulness at the various stations where 
Elchools have been established. We would only remark further, 
in connection with the observations made above, on the general 
diffusion of education, that we view with regret the abolition 
of the English department in the Sanskrit College at Calcutta. 
Just as we should wish to behold instruction in the English 
language and the vernacular dialects carried on contemporane­
ously in all the Committee's schools-so should we have wished 
to behold contemporane<ms instruction in the learned language 
of India, and the language best suited to open the treasury 
of European knowledge. The native literature will never 
rise above its present level, until literary men arise who can 
both have access to the store-house, and readily use the imple­
ment for distributing the precious gifts. The Sanskrit College 
might have been the means of rearing many such men. Rut 
now its pupils must be confined to such channels of usefulness, 
as a knowledge of the seven branches of Bra.hmanical learning 
may lay open to them. This, we humbly conceive, is teaching 
them to use the left arm while the right becomes powerlesil 
from inaction. 
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!:ii£A1\rnN'S FnrnND shc1krv. 
The Committee of the Calcuttn Seamen's Friend Society have long 1,een 

desin,u~ of est11hlishi11g an efficient al(eucy in this port, for attending to 
the spintnal and tempornl wnntH of Sailon. 

Their most arde11t wishes, however, have J,ithP.rto been frustrated from 
the lack of persons ciualified fot the 11rnlertaking. 

This rlesiderntum is, they trust, now suppliPd. The Commit.tee h;n-ing 
nv:iiJ,,,I 1 hemselves of the set vices of the Rev. G. Pickance, lately arrived 
from l.;urope, l,e in concert with Mr. J. Jordan, a previous agi.>nt, will visit 
the sldppi11g-, preach to the Seamen, and in every practicable way endea­
vor to ncha11ce their hest intt'rests. 

Th.- Committee are not without hopes that their present arrangem~nts 
mav i.-sue iu the estal,lishment of a Sailo1·'s Home. 

'i'he;:e enlarged operations have necessarily involved the Society in an 
expellliiture far beyond the means formerly at their dispos,,l ; they were 
not willing, however, to allow so seasonable an opportunity for giving a 
full trial of their best· intentions towards Seamen to pass unimproved ; 
and they have entered on their present enlarged scale of operations rely­
ing with confidence on the prayers, sympathies, and pecuniary ai,l of the 
Christian Community. 

Donations and Subsc'riptions will he thankfully received by the Rev. 
T. Boaz, Union Chapel House, l)harramtallah. 

CALCUTTA BILr,E ASSOCIATION. 

The Committee of the Calcutta Hihle Association beg leave to present 
the claims of that institution to the attention of the Christian Puhlic. 
The object of -the institution is to distrib,,te the Holy Scriptures in Cal­
cutta and its environs. In pursuing this object during the past year, such 
has been the increased demand m,."Je on the funds of the Society, owing 
to the increased dish·ibution of the Sacred Book among Seamen and other,;. 
that a considerable debt has heen incurred beyond the annual income. 
The Committee have engaged in these extended o.petations in reliance on 
the sympathy·and aid of the whole Christian community, and they ear­
nestly solicit that measure of assistance which shall enable thPm to con. 
tinue their effo1·v on a scale commensurate with the wa:nts of this popu­
lous city. 

Subscriptions and Donations will be thankfully received by J. M. Vos, 
Esq. 6, Tank Square. 

EDUCATION. 

To Pai-ents llnd Guardia11.~. 

Mrs. Geo. Pickance begs to inform the inhahitants of Calcutta, and its 
vicinity, that she has lately arrived from England with the intention of , 
estahlishing a School for young Ladies, and that in pur,rnance of this d~­
sign she has taken the house No. 34, Park Street, where she will be happy 
to 1·eceive pupils from January 4th, 1837. 

Ha,·ing for sever,il years been engaged in tuition in the neighl,ourhood 
of London, ancl having been eminently successful there, :\Irs. P. hopes, liy 
the udoption of plans still mo1·e matured, ancl a strict attention to moral 
and reliuious culture, so to nid the stu,lies of those committed to her 
charue ~s to insure their satisfactory ad,·aneen1ent in the various hrenches 
of a 

0
u~eful and libeml eduo11tion. Reference is kindly permitte,l to the 

Vene1•able the Archde:ir.on Uealtry, the Rei·. ,J. Charle.•. Rei'. T. Boaz, 
Colouel J. Young, aucl H. Chapman, E~q. 
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l',,rt I I I. of the nhove \Vork is tP111ly for ,lelivery. l'rir.e of the wl,r,J~ 
work to S11liso·11lirr•, Six Ba, ll~. per copy in RhePt~. Snh,cription, cll'J~e 
on the 1st i\farch, Hl'.H, after which t.lw price to Non.S11loscriher~ will he­
To>11 Co.'• Hs. Jl!'r ,·opy. As the \Vork iH expecterl to he complete,! in 
:\larch uext, Suh,crihers nre 1·eque11terl to forwar,l inHtrnctio,,s a.~ to thi, 
i,0111·e)':incci hy which they would wish to have tl11,ir co1,ie~ transmitted, 
:ind. :ilso to remit the amount of their rnspecti ve su hscriptions. 

Clmrch Mission l'rt,vN. P. S. D'ROZARJO. 
N. II. For Editorinl Notice, or the Work, see Fri,nd of India of June 9, 1836; 

Rrfo,·mer of June 5, 18:lu; :on<! Uy,man11esha,, of Junes, 1836. 

REGISTER 
OF 

HOUSE AND LAND PilOPERTY, FOR LEASE, SALE, 
MORTGAGE, &c. 

Office for the Letting of Houses and Lands, and selling the same by 
Puhlic or Pl'ivate Sale, at No. 6, Tank Square. 

The husiness of A_rchitect, Builder, ancl Surveyor, is carried on in all its 
branches. anil on moderate terms. 

Reference as to terms for inspecting, appraising, reporting on Property 
or giving plans, may be made to 

Mr. J. M. VOS, Arcliitect. 
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