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1.-State of Religion and Moral, in France and other Conti­
nental States. 

[The following interesting letter on the religious state of France and some other 
Continental States has been kindly forwarded to us by a Christian friend. We tender 
him our best thanks. The letter, it will be evident, was written in the ease cf 
priV11te correspondence-not with the view to its pnblication. It is not the less 
valuable on this account, as it gives the writer's real feelings and impres•ions on 
the important topics which came under his notice. The religious state of France 
will ever be a subject of the deepest moment to every true Christian. From her 
■ituation and character she must ever exert a great moral inftuence on Britain and 
other adjacent nations ; while from her political, scientific, and commercial cha­
racter she will always exert a vast influence over the nations of the earth. That 
she possesses this influence, few will deny ; for her infidelity and licentiousness 
have spread their sterilizing and polluting streams into every section of the world, 
causing men every where inseparably to associate the ideas of France and obscene 
infidelity. That it should in future be good, all will conspire to agree, in order that 
•he may wipe away the stain which has too long been stamped upon her character, that 
in her turn may become a blessing to the el\rth, that she may bestow this blessing on 
others, she must first possess it herself. It would appear as though this nation bad 
been a kind of providential experiment. The great ruler witnessing the pride and 
ambition of this people, has permitted them to seek after bliss in every object indepen­
dent of himself, to manifest to themselves and others the folly of their pursuits. In 
this be seems to have been exhibiting on a large and national scale that truth which 
he is ever manifesting on a small and individual one, that all peace and satisfaction 
lll'e to be found in him and him alone. France has felt the stultifying inftuence of a 
1uperstitious and aristocrntical popery, the withering character of popery wedded 
to infidelity, and the wild and distul'bing inftuence of infidelity unaided even by su­
perstition ; and latterly she has had a dispensation of politico revolutionary fi!tes 
and spectacl_es unaided either by reason m· superstition. She has been alternately 
the puppet of the despotism either of the court or the mob ; either consuming her­
self with intestine strife or devouring others with bloody wars; either supping the 
throne of God by the researches of her intellect, or upholding the altnr of 1upersti­
tfon by her talent. But whatever has been her character, it has never been godly; 
nnd hence- she has ever been as the troubled sea, which cannot rest. It is gratify­
ing, therefore, to witness the dawning of heavenly light upon such II people, to aee 
the streams of the well of salvation pouring their satisfying waters through the 
length and breadth of the land ; for this alone can give her rest, and this can. And 
who that has rea,l her history nnd witnessed her heavings and convulsive struggles 
after political perfection nnd fame must not most sincerely pray, ' 0 Lord, let 
thy kingdom come : in France let thy will be done.' Nor cnn we feel less interest­
ed in the smallest revival of religion on the continent in geoeral,-that continent 
which has witnessed some of the noblest shuggles for divine truth; struggles which 
have shook the gntes of hell 01· inspire,! nnl)'els with transporting b.011c. To b11v1 

VI. fl G 
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...,;t.nn••rl the tlenth-like ,tillnrs, of neol..,gy filling the d1ftlr~ of the 11rofee~ou or 
t1,r r<fon11ntion, •nd the cold anti-Nuarene teachings of the ~nme school, filllnp: the 
r11lpits of th .. , nohle defenders of onr faith, wu deeply 11ft',rtin11:: hence to witneu 
Rn)" symptoms nf returninp: life is hip:hlJ animatinir to the love!' of tl'uth. May the 
little Jea,·en lea,·en the whole lump !-ED.) 

I beliHe I promised to send you an account of the moral 
and religions condition of France, and some other of the 
continental states, derived partly from personal observation, and 
part!~- from a ;:tatement made by an American P1·esbyter1an 
Minister with whom we became acquainted in Paris,-a Mr. 
Baird. 

From the time I was in France, twenty years ago, I regret to 
say that I could percei-re little alteration for the better, as 
re~pects religion or morality amongst the people. There i1 
scarcely any difference bet'lreen the occupations of the Sabbath 
and other days : many of the shops are open as usual, and 
mechanics. labourers and others are to be seen at work in eve­
ry directio.n. The most striking difference in the appearance of 
the people and the towns, is in the greater gaiety of their dress, 
the afternoon being devoted to amusement. In the morning 
a good many women and children and some old men attend 
mass, but after that ceremony, they walk about, go to dances, 
theatres, &c. the public walks, gardens and sfreets being 
thronged with all classei;. It is truly lamentable to see the utter 
di;;regard of religion, and that this should be owing principally 
t.o tho~e who pretend to be the Ministers of the Gospel,-! mean 
the priests. The generality of the people perceive that the 
priests themsel~es have no faith in their own ceremonies; for 
whilst they are performing them, it is quite common to see 
them laughing, joking, aud winking to each other, &c. ·They 
are despised and hated by a great portion of the people, because 
the_-r know that the priests are opposed to every kind of reform, 
and deEire only to extort as much as possible from them; that 
this is, in fact, their sole object. The priests evidence by their 
conduct that they are infidels, and consequently the people 
become like them ; they take no trouble to inquire 01· think for 
them;;elves, and rest satisfied in the idea that religion is a fable, 
because it best suits their deprf1.ved natures and propensities to 
beliHe so. I never Lefore felt so strongly impressed with the 
importance of every indi\'idual Christian doing all he can to 
promote the promulgation and knowledge of Gospel truth, and 
of setting an example to all around of the blessed effects thereof. 
It i,; so obrious that the Roman Catholic religion can never be 
productin of the conversion of the people from the error of 
their ways, but rather to render them more wicked, that it 
Lecomes absolutely neces.ary that every poFJsible effort should 
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be made, by those who know and value the trnth, to intro<luce 
it into France and other continental Rtates, but particularly 
FraJ1ce, as it is surrounded by so many others quite in as 
deplorable n state of wickedness. When there i,9 such a total 
absence of religious principle, it may be easily imagined that 
morality is at a very low ebb, which is evidently the caRe. I 
shall not attempt to describe the evidences, except with re­
ference to two institutions supported by the Government; viz. 
the Foundling hospital, where infants are taken in from the 
birth without any inquiry, to the number of above 5000 
annually at Parie alone. I believe every large town ha:;i a ,;imilar 
institution, (I know Rouen had.) We visited the former, and 
saw about 100 poor little creatures, most of them under a month 
old ; they were apparently as well attended to as could ue ex­
pected. We learnt that about half the number received die, 
and the rest are sent out to villages as fast as nurses who will 
receive them can be found ; they are kept until 12 years of 
age, and then put out to work. The. other institution I refer 
to, is one where females are t·eceived and accommodated during 
the period of confinement in such manner as they can afford, 
and when well enough remove and appear before the world, 
either taking their children with them, or leaving them to be 
.sent to the foundling hospital. Both these establishments, as 
you may imagine, are nurseries for the encouragement of vice. 

We visited a deaf and dumb, and a blind asylum, also two 
other establishments, one containing about 4500 old men, the 
other 5~00 old women, all above 70 years of age, or so afflicted 
as to be incapable of supporting themselves. These were cer­
tainly admirable institutions, and apparently under excellent 
management as respects the bodily comfort of the inmates, but, 
alas! utterly destitute of anything like religion. I conversed 
with one old man in his bed, from which, 1 suppose, he will 
never rise again, but he seemed quite an infidel. \Ve di,-tribut­
ed a good many Ft·ench tracts in both these places, and they 
were always affably received, and frequently with apparent 
thankfulness. 

It was very affecting to see the young people in the blind 
asylum. Some sitting quietly by themselves, as it were, absorb­
ed in thought; some conversing with each othet·; some joking 
and amusing themselves by remarks on each other; some (girls) 
knitting stockings or making list shoes ; others reading by means 
of books with raised impressions, large type being pressed upon 
stiff paper so as to raise the shape of the letter on the oppl­
site side; they then read by feeling the forms of the l~tte1 s 
and you would be surprised how fast they can do 1t. I 
opened a book and made a young wowau read a. pol'tio4 

2 G ft 
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to me ; i;:he also sl10wed me the result of a calculation in 
arithmetic by means of moveable figures : they likewise learn 
geography by means of raised lines or threads glued round 
the boundaries of different countries. One female told us 
the names of e.ery country on which we placed her hand. 
Some of the boys were pla_yiug on musical instruments; some 
at drafts, dominoes, and cards ; others climbing up book-shelves 
and ,iumping down and off forms ; others running after one 
another up and down stairs as fast as if they could see;­
(it was their ,acation.) They also print or impress their own 
books, make baskets, weave coarse sheeting, &c.; but religion 
seemed to form no part of their instruction, and consequently 
no part of their conversation. I could not help thinking what 
an endless source of interesting conversation and happy medita­
tion this would be for them, and how melancholy it is that they 
are destitute of it. There was a young blind Englishman who 
had been Ii"ving there eight or ten years from choice. I had some 
conl"ersation with him, but he did not seem to have any sense 
of the great importance of religion. It struck me what a happy 
thing it would be if he should be converted, how much good 
he might do among the others. I mentioned the circumstance 
to Mr. Baird, who said he would endeavour to see him, and I 
hope has done so. Although the splendid palaces at Paris, 
Versailles, St. Cloud, &c. ; cathedrals, churches, buildings of 
rnrious descriptions ; bridges, and innumerable works of art 
are well worth seeing, I think we felt more interest in the sight 
of these various benevolent institutions, and should have visited 
manv others could we have conveniently remained. ,v e beard three sermons by ministers of the church of Eng­
land ; one at Dieppe, one at Paris, and one at Calaili, to congre­
gations of from eighty to one hundred English persons at each 
place; but I regret to say the tenor of all three was self-right­
eousness, a trusting to their own good works for present and fu­
ture happiness; thus taking to themselves the glory and honour 
due to Christ alone. At Dieppe we also heard a sermon in 
French by a Freuch Protestant minister, which I liked much 
better. I saw liim afterwards and learnt that there were about 
300 French Protestants in Dieppe, and about 3000 at a place in 
the neighbourhood. I left him a parcel of French tracts, and 
eaid if he could undertake to distribute, or get others to dis­
tribute them, the London Tract Society would assist him. I 
was iu hopes I should have heard from him ere this, but have 
uot. 

We distributed a good many French traets on our journey to 
and from, and at Paris, to shopkeepers, coachmen, waiters and 
chamvermaids; to passengers in the diligence,; put othera 
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in the packets and on the 11eats, and in drawer'1 at the inn!I; 
many on the chairs and seat8 in the Roman Catholic chnrche'I, 
and several in the prie1t'1 confesRion boxes ( when we did 
not find them confessing the people). \Ve aho amuser! our-
1elve1 one fine Sabbath afternoon at Diep.ee hy dropping them 
from our window as we 11aw the numerous passers-1,y approach­
ing ; we also gave them to poor people, and on aJmost eYery 
occasion that we had opportunity we were pleased to find they 
were received with apparent thankfulness, and in many in-
11tances we saw the people reading them afterward~. I sin­
cerely pray that some of them may be so blessed as to be the 
means of leading the people to see and feel that they have soul• 
to be saved, and that they may be induced to inquire " wliat 
they shall do ta be saved," from that source of information 
which will direct them aright, even the word of God. 

It is satisfactory to learn that, though true religion is in 
so low a condition in France, there is a little more light 
amongst them than there was ten years ago, when it could 11ot 
be ascertained that there were more than five evangelical 
ministers in the whole country; now they are reckoned at 
120 : there are also a few very active pious laymen making 
great exertions in different parts to extend the knowledge 
of divine truth. There are many churches in France antl other 
continental states called Protestant, but the greater portion 
of these are Unitarians, or what are called Neolog-i;;ts; aud 
in some, where they have several ministers, perhaps four are 
Unitarians and two Evangelical: the number of the latter at 
the present moment is very small indeed. 

On our way from Dieppe to Paris, we met crowds of poor 
people and waggous full of women and children on their way 
to the port of Havre to embark for America; upon inquiry we 
were told they were Germans emigrating from Prussia, iu con­
l!equence of being required by the king to conform to a new 
liturgy which he had determined to establish throughout hi11 
dominions. I was told that about 10,000 had passed through 
Rouen in the course of a very short time. I saw two or 
three German ministers in England (before I left), who had 
come over from the same cause. There is abo a system of 
persecution going on in Holland at this time. A number of 
ministers and lay Christians have seen it their duty to separate 
from the established church because the preaching has general­
ly become corrupt, and the ministers cold and indifferent to 
the salvation of the people. The ministers of the establish­
ment, seeing these seceders increasing, have raised a hue and 
cry against them, and persuaded the .king in conilequence to 
direct an old law to be put in force, forbidding more than 
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t~enty per!!ons to assemhle together for public worship under 
fear of hea'{"y penalties, which many have paid or been impri-
1':oned : 8till, however. their numbers increase. It is hoped 
tlrnt much good will Mise from these movements, m1 trnth 
must preYail; and history prnves that the church of Christ 
has ::ilways been the more extended when persecution has 
existed. 

I will now give yon a summary of the information I obtained 
from Mr. Baird, the American gentleman I alluded to at the 
beginning of the letter. He had lately travelled through most 
of the Protestant States on the Continent, purposely to ascertain 
to what extent eYangelical truth was taught to the people. 
He gaYe an account of his tour to such English and others ·at 
Paris as felt an interest tht>rein, at a chapel where the Gospel 
i;: regularly preached by himself, Mr. Mark ·Wilks, alld others. 
Mr. Baird stated generally, that though evangelical truth wa11 
little known, understood, felt or preached throughout even those 
countries called Protestant, yet he was happy to i;;ay that in most 
he under;a:tood there was a very considerable a<l vance of late 
years, and he thought there was ample ground to encourage &ll 
true Christians to hope for a bette1· state of thi11gs ere lon,1?. 
As I have already spoken of Prussia and Holland, I shall first 
mention briefly what he stated as to these. 

Prussia he considered in the mo;.t farnrable condition of all 
the States he had visited. lt is divided into 5,800 parishes, with 
7,500 ministers, of whom 500 were cousidel'ed evangelical. It 
has five universities, viz. at Berlin, Halle, llreslau, .Bonn, and 
Grieswalde ; Sunday and infant schools, prayer meetings, tem­
perance societies, &c. 

Holland-three millions of people: has above 'J,200 pastors in 
the Dutch Reformed Church: from these 7 have seceded, with 
from 10 to 20,000 laymen. There are five universities, with 
1..590 students. • 

, Belgium-Las 4,200,000 inhabitants. Although almost all the 
people are Roman Catholics, thel'e is more religiom, freedom 
than in auy other country iu Europe; for this reason: whih1t 
united with Holland, the Roman Catholics were kept in the 
Lack ground: on the separation, they contended for equality 
for their ow11 sakell,-and, having obtained it, they cannot 
well now introduce a different system. There are five or six 
ernugelical French ministers who are doing much goo<l, as 
is ali,;o the Briti11L and Foreign Bible Society, which now sends 
agents to all these parts to dii;tribute Lildes. _ 

lJe,w,ark-has 8 uislwpH and J 000 minitcters of the Lutheran 
Cl,urcb, two unh-en1itiee at Copeuhagen; and religioJl is gmdu­
aJJy revi viug. 
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Sweden-rn bishop!!, I archbishop, 3,447 p:utors and 2,400 
chmches in ] 83f1. 

Nol'wa:1/-5 biBhop~, 835 parishes and 460 ministers in 18~0. 
U11iv11rsities at Upsal, Laud and Christiana. Bible, Tract, 
Mi1uiio11ary antl Temperance Societies. Education not gooJ. 
Religion reviving in Norway: commenced under the labours of 
a peasant named Hanhange. 

Sa:rJOny-1,800,000 inhabitants. Religion in a very low state. 
Saxe- \,V eimer, Saxe-Coburg, Saxe-Gotha, religion very low in 
all : the pastors almost all N eologists. 

Frankfort on the Maine-a few devoted ministers there. In 
Mayence, Coblentz, Cologne, and generally in the Rhine, the 
state of religion is low, except at Diisseldorf, valley of Darmere. 

Religion is 1·eviving at Bremen, where the Rev. Messrs. 
Marlet and Krummacher preach, both evangelical. It i8 also 
increasing at Lu,beck, where the Rev. Dr. Geibel has lflng been 
a pastor of the Dutch reformed church ; and every church in 
Lubeck has one or more evangelical pastors. At Hamburg 
there are two or three evangelical German pastors, an excellent 
English preacher, a pious German Baptist minister, and 15 pious 
young men candidates for the ministry, who are doing much 
good by preaching and visiting the people, holding praver 
meetings, &c. There is a Tract and Bible Society. • 

I have thus given you a brief summary of the information 
gleaned from Mr. Bai1·d ; he stated many other interesting 
particulars, of which I have no memoranda, and do not suffici­
ently recollect to state them with accuracv. Nor have I time, 
but 'i must conclude this epistle, hoping it" may not be uninter­
esting to you and others of our Christian friends. 

Looking at the state of Europe and the world at large, enry 
real Christian ought to feel that he has a duty to discharge, and 
that not a trifling one,-a duty towards his Creator to seek to 
promote his glory in the salvation of immortal souls, that they 
may honour him. ' 

If we have been ransomed from a state of slanry to sin, and 
if the penalty which awaits all who die in sin be removed, we 
t-hould remember that we are not our own, but are bought with a 
price,-not of silver and gold, but by the Lord Jesus Christ 
who took on himself the heary load of our guilt and suffered 
in our stead. We ought, the1·efore, to shew forth our sense of 
the goodness of God towards us by henceforth not living unto 
ourselves but unto Him who die<l for us; l1aving a single e_ye 
to l1is glory, we should regard all othe1· things as snbor<liuate 
and secondary compared with the duties, the service we owe 
and llhould seek to rende1· to Him. 
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ll.-B•,nq61' Pro"e,·b8, Supplementa,·y to the Reu. W. Mo,·­
ton's Volume of Samkrit and BengaH P,·ot•t1·bs noticed in 
the Calcttfta Christian Obst,·uer for March, 1884. 

(Continued from the No. for November 18S5, p. 5H,l 

157. tr1lf° ~t'if ('l!'t1T •tci1 I 
The ~om is blind in a bamboo grove ! 

i."· At II loss to chu~e among the multitude of trees. (Dom, a basket. 
tn;,ker, whose materials are thin and nanow slips of split bamboo cane.) 

A pp lied to one who, after much indecision, decides wrong at last; or to 
him who makes a had choice of things after long hesitation. Over.anxiety 
and dilatory preciseness ace punished in the end by disappointment and 
vexation. 

158. ~ ~~ ~J. ~'5"t<{ ilt~ I 
No want of crows when one scatters boiled rice l 

An insinuation that where there is any thing to be had, there will be 
no deficiency of competitors ; the hope of gain is too sure an attraction, 
Also spoken as a reproof of fair.weather friends, who crowd around him 
th11t has any thing t-0 invite their selfish cupiditr, but desert him imme. 
diately when the supply fails. 

]59. ~$-! -r1 9f1~tif ~~~~I 
Aye! Co-father to the Mar_i,:!.al when he can't escape! 

(§ Ma~<!,al, the head.man of a village: Co-father, it for C'lf°rtt, a 
10n or ,J,.ughter-in..J.aw';; father.) 

Applied to one who, being detected in roguery or other misdeed, trie11 
to escape punishment by pretending relationship to, or connexion with, a 
rP~pPctahle and well-known person, or by declaring an article found upon 
him to be the property of such a one. 

100. 1rtJ f~~ m 1ft'iT -rtt , 
~~wt1r !;r ilf(" 11 

He who•e tDedding approaches has forgotten it, while the neighbours take 
no sleep, (busied in preparations.) 

Applicable to forgetfulness or unconcern in the person chietly affected, 
•·bile his servants, friends or others, are alive and active in a business. 

I6J. ~i■f ~, ~", ~nr ~ '9fTir ~~11 
Lac-leaves on both feet, but where is the w;dding? 

(§ Lea"'e11 of coloured paper are worn on the bride's legs at the celebra­
tion of a ll'edding.) 

8poken ..-hen a principal thing is wanting or overlooked, whilst minor 
matters are i;e<lulously attended to: a reproof of great fu11s but no accom­
pw.hment, mighty preparations but no 1Ufficient means. 

I fj2. C1f --~~ 'n1f I C'JI' ~~• <l't"JI' II o I' 
(lJ ~1Tc'I ~f'ifc'I' (9(~ I ~~ fift; "tit~ CUiJ 11 

He who plougl,ed i, come, but may sit and wait; or 
He who but hoed arrirJts, and they lielp the rice to serve liim .1 

gaid, ~ingly or together when those who have toiled most am leaet 
rewarded, or the Jess deserving are better treated and more regarded than 
thoae re1tlJy more diligent and meritoriou1. La1t come, firat 11erved ! 
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To tl1e counsels of age who bends not an ear, 
Shall die for his f oily in sorrow and fear I 

An admonition to the young to reverence the wisdom of the aged, and 
be guided by the lessons of their experience-an opposite cour~e bfling 
certnin to be followed by R just retribution of loss and suffering, often 
involving life itself. 

164. 1ft'51 ~ ~t~1 ~t'1f ;f~~ ~~t I 
'ft?llitlf~ Ctl~ il1 '5'ft ~ fr;., \ lfit 11 ... 

The shelf was high and a ditch between-so push me not,friend; 
I'll be off leisurely I 

A satirical reflexion upon the boastful speeches of a vain-glorious brag­
gadocio, implying his deficiency in courage or ability to accomplish what 
he threatens or pretends; as when a low fellow talks braggingly of what 
he will do against a powerful neighbour, whose very aspect, it is hinted, 
would even scare him ! like the thief, who unable to reach the goods he 
aimed at stealing, for the height of the shelf on which they were placed, 
and the depth of the street-trench in front of it, makes a virtue of neces­
sity and walks of, humbly deprecating the anger of the owner! 

]65. <.il~ ~~ il'T"t ~~, '?.i~ ;rrnl (,;f ~ I 
Without a cowry in one's wallet, going strutting along the streets I 

Said of thoughtless insensibility to one's condition of approaching want 
or calamity ; or of vain affectation and absurd pretension amidst real 
poverty ; or, lastly, of a senseless readiness to aim at and run after what 
one lias not the means or power to attain. 

166. 9f1:~~ ~-ei, ~11:~ il'Tt ~~~ 'l'l7:1f (~j~ 1 

Who has'nt earth enough to mend the pathway to ltis hut, inquires for 
barley-meal to his breakfast ! 

( Ba1·ley-meal is esteemed excellent food.) 
A reflexion upon one who, though miserably poor and wanting the very 

commonest necessaries of life, asks for 01· boasts of possessing dainties and 
■uperfluities. 

167. '5i~ 91'Hr -r1 <Q!i~ i1:W ~ 1 
lle who can't obtain rice runs about looking for an acid (to savour hi$ 

curry with!) 
Applied as the preceding-or to a vain endeavour to save appearanceil. 

168. ,~i'! ~, 'Sf1 ~TI{ ;ij?;~~ 9f~1 I 

But a poor village, and talk of its separate quarters! 
A sarcasm on vain and groundless ho11sting, or of making a great parade 

of II smnll matter, &c. ns if the inhabitant of a small hamlet should speak 
ef ite various wnl'ds ! 

169. ('flt~t~f "ilf I 
You are a mere cow ! (Lit. possessed of cowship, i. e. stupidity !) 
A sarcastic term of ohuse applied to another deficient in unders~nnding. 
N. B. The following S1111ijkrit verse, said to be the reply ot one to 

whom the nhove term was unfitly nddressed by a proud and contemptuous 
competitor, 11ffo1·ds II good specimen ot' quibbling rhyme, or punning ' re tor, 
courteou11' -

VI. ~ H 
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t."'l: ~ cm~ ~-!'t'ftf~ c.-r~• 
~ 1fnf Cfl~iflll.tif~'-. I 
1tfif ~~'Siimh'5' c-stt-q-" 

l:S'U~ l:S~-.f9f ~~~ (flt•• II 
Do you mea11 to attribute cowsAip to a cow, or to ,dat is ,eot a cow ? 
lf to a cow, then your speech is irreleuant and therefore silly-
But if you apply it to what is ,·eally not a cow, 
Then does cowship belong to yourself, good sir/ (because I am no cow.) 
-u·hich, in reference to Otlr own similar application of the term • calf'• 

head,' may be thus imitated : 

Is a calf s liead the head of a calf or a man? 
Of a calf s ?-then y9ur passion your reason outran-­
But if on man's shoulders calf's head you would rear, 
Then, good sir, on yorzr own does the c-alf's head slare I 

110. ~ ~ 11f1 11'if'1f'I er~ fif~1 lfnr, 
I am tormented with the burning heat of a dysentery, and lo! Manas4_ 

(the goddess of serpents) has given me her blessing besides! 
(The reference is to the bite of II snake, ironically termed M11n11sa•• 

blessing, alias a curse, received from behind while eas-ing nature in the 
wood.) 

&id when one, already sufficiently afflicted or distressed, meets with 
additional calamity or annoyance. Spoken under accnmula,ed troubles. 

71 . ect ~ if1 ~m~ I 
~~ ffiS:C 'i'11 C'if11' ~ if~"" I 

The holy ascetic wont steal a blade of grass-yet the chat1te l,ousev,ijt1 
has his hands bound ere she gives him a drink of milk ! 

(i. e. as not to be trusted for all his pretended renouncement of worldly 
p118Sion.) 

A satirical rebuke of affected sanctity or hypocritical professions of 
inoocence and good intentions; of one who, while vouching his superiori­
ty to one Yice (to which he has, it may be, either no mind or no tempta­
tion) commits another even gre-dter one when occasion serves him. 

172. ~9f~ ~ ~fef;r lef~J -m.r ~ I 
The gallant feeds upon aweetmeats and sugar, whilst the husband swal/0117~ 

his plain parched rice ! 
used when another reaps the profit of one's labours, or enjoys without 

right or merit that of which the proper claimant is unjustly deprived. 

173. ate~ U=I ~t'I '6'T~ ~J if1 ~'ITJ Ccft'IJ I 
The goldsmith ploughs not, but counts his stock and profits. 

(Meaning that he tempts not a business whoije result is uncertain, 118 

depending on the contingencies of weather, &c., but embarks in that only 
which admits of sure calculation.) 

A shrewd commendation of one who balances before hand the advan­
tages of any proposed undertaking, as of a copartnery, &c. Also a just 
refiexion on him wl1ose schemes have proved ahortive, a source rather of 
lo!iii than of gain, from his neglect of such previuus caution. 
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17 4. 'll'ifti!'IJ' 7ft'1 lf~ 'll't~ 1 

Aye, you can tread out barley with a goat, no doubt ! 
. A BRrcnem upon absurd boasting and pretensions to an ability or autho.. 

r1ty not possessed. 

1 7 5. '5'TJ -,~J ci;,;nr ~~ , m~ ,;r~11r ~~ ewt-r 11 

He who sleeps on a mat worth a gant$,i of cowries dreams of a lakk ! (of 
rupees) 

Jeeringly applied to a fellow, destitute of ordinary meall1!, indulging in 
lar~e views, or forming visionary schemes of wealth and advancement­
one who tRlks big or builds castles in the air. 

t 76. itfi3 ~er hsr~ <fief ~ ~ c'if-r 1 ... .. ... 
Aye, the toeaver's cast and the Vaishnab's went together! 

(§ Referl'ing to the story of a weaver who became a Vishnuvite, whereby 
the 1·ules of his previous caste were of course violated ; and who sub­
sequently failing in the requirements of his adopted profession, became 
doubly guilty and douhly unfortunate.) 

The application is to such as have abandoned their native religion for 
another, yet do not live consistently with the obligations this lays upon 
them: it is particularly refened by Hindus to native converts to Chris­
tianity who dishonour theia· adopted religion hy ill practices. A just. 
rebuke iudeed! may it more rarely he applicable! 

177. ~1 ~'!~~!!~'if I 
The gras,hopper has passed his death-stool, and is just e:rpiring ! 

The exclamation of one who is in a strait from which there appears no 
possible way of escape to him. Also an expression adopted when the same 
request or demand is repeatedly made on the same or similar pretence; 
when one is teazed with an unvarying iteration of some importunate desire, 
,or put to repeated proofs and trials of skill, probity, &c. 

] 78. '11'tj1 -Q!ct"t --tt~~ l(f'lf I 
What ! Lotus and lotus every instant! 

Applied like the preceding to incessant concupiscence or craving impor­
tunitJ•-as when not satisfied with one favou1·, another is immediately 
requPsted. 

N. B. The two preceding proverbs refer to a story of a certain raja M' 
prince who was rohhed of a har ( -~~) or necklace by two slave girls 
named TI;r'l and "llil't- The 1·aja sending for a ~ or wizard, his 
1ervants brought him a me1·e pretender to astrology in the person of a 
\it;s't or weave1·. The conscious incapable, when left alone, soliloquizing 
with himself as to the event, exclaimed repeatedly Tifir f~ "ltftr, (shall I 
fail or succeell ?) The two slave girls, anxious as to the result and on 
the watch for the first tidings of their fate, overhearing the exclamation 
of hari ki pari, (ditf.-ring, by n ve1·hal pun, from their two names hli.ri and 
pliri only by the length of the tinal letter (i) iu each,) concluded_ at o?ce 
that the wizanl hall 1Mlnet1·ated their guilt; so communicating with lum, 
they confe~st•cl tht>mselves the ~ecreters of the necklace, and pointed out 
the spot wlu,re they had concealed it, lrnt promised him a douceur for 
connivinµ- at thei1· esca11e fi-0111 punishment. Tht> pretended~ acceded 
to their wishes, prochu:ed the je11"el, but sc1·eened the culprits; aud ihuil 

fl H !t 
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fortuitously and unwittingly became a 1111ccessf11l discoverer of stolen goods, 
a!' was supposed by fol'ce of ma~ic. The rllja gave him a present, but to 
te!'t his llbility still further, holding a grasshopper in his closed fist, re­
quires the astroloirer to declal'e what he had thert>in. The luckless ift;it 
now certain that he should be found out and undone, gave instinctive ut­
terance to the first of the above sayings :irtlifl'ar~-% &c. menning, "Now am 
I lost, poor reptile, my last hour is at hand !" which exclamation, by a se­
cond most lucky chance, not only proved his deliverance, but augmented his 
repute as a soothsayer, and procured him additional gifts. A courtier, 
howe,·er, would fain make a third trial; so grasping a lotuR-root in bi1 
closed fist, demanded of the ;st,r what were its contents. He, quoting 
under a similar impression of alarm as before, the 2nd of the provf!rb1 
::lit~ -ti<i~, &c.-i. e.·' am I to be still subjected to the same impo1·tunate 
trial ?"-effected his third and triumphant escape, and raised his own fame 
and gains to the highest. N. B. The weavers a1·e a class esteemed pro­
verbially dull and witless, which adds the more point to the jest. 

l 79. ~~ 'Jlnf' ~lll I ~m~ ~ ll°(il'r-t II 

With the wicked, ple,1sed, to dwell, 
Ensures a final place in hell ! 

A debortation from evil association-or a sage reflexion on viewing the 
misfortunes and often-times the irretrievable ruin which are the conse­
quences of keeping company with the bad. 

1 80. ~ ,:i-~ ~~ I ~T~ ~1Tt~ 9fi§"t 11 ... 
When a work is to be done, a useful fellow-when the worA is accom­

plished, a bMe-born rascal ! 
A common reflexion upon the selfish ingratitude which courts and flat­

ters a person for one's own purposes, who, when these are attained, i■ 
slighted, perhaps abu.ed, vilified and insulted. 

Ill.-Chapter of Varieties. 

Letter of Sir Walter Scott to the Countess of Purgstall. 

We have extracted the following letter from the last work of 
Captain Basil Hall, entitled" Schloss Hawfiel<l." It was address­
ed by Sir ,v alter Scott to the Countess of Purgstall, an Austrian 
noblesse, an early friend of Scott's, a woman of extraordinary 
talent and eccentric life, when under severe affliction. Our 
principal object in giving it a place in the Observer, is the testi­
mony which it bears to the inadequacy of the noblest genius­
the highest order of prosperity and domestic happiness, aided by 
honorable fame, to gild the decline of life with cheerful hope un­
assisted Ly vital piety. True Christians are oft charged with 
a want of charity, and even crnelty, in asserting that religion 
alone can make men really happy-they are triumph:111tly 
pointed to men with amiable natural instincts and tempers as 
a proof of the inaccuracy of their views. We may coufi<leutly 
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appenl to all whether there ever waR a man of the worl,1 who 
possessed a sweeter clispm1ition, a more chaste fancy, a loftier 
imagination, or a more generous heart, than Scott. He waB a 
man who wiRhed to see the bright side of things, and paint the 
darker scenes of life in brightest hue,i, and yet at the very time 
when his fame was !'lpread far and wicle,-when his name had 
reached the highest pinnacle,-and when princes praised, critics 
flattered,-when genim1 lent :;il) her energies to illu,itrate and 
embellish his talent, and fortune poured her treasures int<, hi8 lap 
as the reward of industry,-when he had "a promising family," 
"many friends," " no enemies," and " more of fame and fortune 
than mere literature ever procured for any man before;" and to 
hear him speaking of the decline of a life thus spent as "dark 
and unlovely," and the history of a humanity Jike his as" stern 
and dull"-to hear from him of the golden pen, who had paint­
ed scenes ravishing to others-that the prospects which the 
end of life unfolded were such as he dreaded to contemplate­
is l[lournful enough; it is one of the strongest and mo!;t affect­
ing testimonies to the insufficiency of the highest worldly ad­
vantage to give solid and permanent happiness, with which it 
has ever been our lot to become acquainted. Let ns remember 
that this letter was the confidential, private effusion of his 
heart, never intended for public exhibition. The entire ab~ence 
of all reference to religious consolation in it, under the painful 
circumstances of the Countess, the reference to the " doctrines 
of chances," and the disposition manifested in the last clause, 
exhibit a lingering love to the world, and an absence of reference 
even to religion which one could hardly have expected from 
one whose writings display no ordinary acquaintance with 
the oracles of truth. The letter and its views are melaneholy 
enough in themselves, but still more so in contrast. If we 
contrast the life and labours and prn~pects of such a man with 
those of the Rev. Rowland Hill, what a contrast-what a <lif­
ferent influence-what a different tone pervading their corre­
spondence-what a contrast in the close !-The one filled with 
melancholy forebodings, the other cheerful, and remlering all 
others cheerful too ;-the one timid at the approach of death, 
the other hoping for it ;-the one talking of the doctrine of chances, 
the other leaving all in the hands of an all-wi,;:e and all-merciful 
Saviour. What a contrast is it with one of the finest intellects 
and most laborious and learned of men,who said," I am in a ;.trait 
between two !"-" To me to die is gain. I have finished m_y 
course. I have fought a good fight, &c. I know that when tl11s 
earthly house of my tabernacle is dissolved, I have a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." Behold the pic­
ture !-is it like " the perfect man whose end is peace ?" Relllem-
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her, re11der, pen.ce and-saltJation and hope are to be found alone 
in Christ. 

"1\1~ deAr And much-Yalued Friend,-You cannot imagine how much 
I was interested And affected hv receh•ing vom· token of your kind l'e­
collection, aft~r the inten·al of so mAny years. Your brother Henry 
bre_akfasted with me yesterday, and gave me the Jette,· and the book, 
which sen•ed me as a matter of much melancholy rell.ection for many 
hours. 

" Hal'<lly 11nything makes the mind recoil so much upon itself, as the 
being !m(ldenly and stt·ongly recalled to times long passed, and that bv 
th~ ,·oice of one whom we have so much loved and respected. Do not 
tl11nk I ha,·e ever forgotten you, or the many happy days I passed in 
Fre<lerick Street, in society which fate has sepa,·ated so fal', and for so 
num,· ,·ears. 

"T_he little "?lume was particula~ly 11eceptahle to me, as it acquainted 
me_ with many c1rcu~stances, _of w~1ch distance and imperfect communi. 
c:it10n had left me either entirely ignorant, or had transmitted only in. 
accurate information. 

"Alas! my dear friend, what can the utmost efforts of friendship offer 
you, beyond the sympathy which, however sincere, must sound like an 
emptv compliment in the ear of affliction? God knows with what willing. 
ness 1 would undertake anything which might 11fford you the melancholy 
consolation of knowing how much your old and early friend interests 
himself in the sad e,•ent which has so deeply wounded your peace of mind. 
The verses, therefore, which conclude this letter, must not be weighed 
according to their intrinsic value, for the more inadequate they are to 
express the feelings they would fain convey, the more they show the 
author's anxious wish to do what may be grateful to you. 

" In truth, I ha,•e long given up poetry. I have had my day with the­
public; and being no great believer in poetical immortality, I was very 
well pieased to rise.a winner, without continuing the game, till I was beg. 
gared of any credit I had acquired. Besides, I felt the prudence of 
gi,·ing way before the more forcible and powerful genius of Byron. If I 
were either greedy, or jealous of poetical fame-and both 11re strangers to 
111y nature-I might comfort myself with the thought, that I would besi. 
tate to strip myself to the contest so fearlessly as Byron does; or to 
command the wonder and terror of the public, by exhibiting, in my own 
person, the sublime attitude of the dying gladiator. But with the old 
fraukness, of twenty years since, I wil_I fairly own, th_at this sa~e d~lic~cy 
of mine may arise more from conscious want of vigour and mferior1ty, 
than from a delicate dislike to the nature of the conflict. At any rate, 
there is a time for everything, and without swearing oaths to it, l think 
mv time for poetry bas gone by. 

• .. Mv health suffered horridly last year, I think from over labour and 
excitation; and though it is now apparently restored to itR usual tone, 
yet during the long and painful disorder (spa~ms in the stomach) and the 
friglitful process of cure, by a prolonged use of calomel, I learn~d that my 
frame ..-as made of 11.esh, and not of iron,-a conviction which I will long 
keep in remembrance, and avoid any occu~ation so laborious and agitat. 
iuj! as poetry must be, to be worth any thing. 

/ Jn this humour, I often think of passing a few weeka on the con. 
tin .. ut-a summer ,·acation if I can-and of course my attraction to Gratz 
would he verl' strong. I fear this is the only chance of our meeting in 
this world ~e wlio once saw each other daily! For I understand from 
George and H~ury, that there is little chance of your coming here, And 
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when I look nround me, nnd conaider how many change11 yon will •ee in 
feature, fo1·m, ancl fashion, amongst all you knew and loved; and how 
much, no sudden squ11ll, or violent tempest, but the slow and gradual 
progress of life's long voyage, has severed all the gallant fellowship, 
whom you left spreading their sails to the morning breeze, I really am 
not su1·e that yon would have much pleasure. 

" The gay and wild romance of life is over with all of u~. The real, 
dull, and stern history of humanity has made a far greater progreRs over 
om· heads; and age, dark and unlovely, has laid his crutch over the 
atoutest fellow's shoulders. One thing your old society may boast, that; 
they have all run their course with honour, and almost all with distine. 
tion; and the brother suppers of Frederick Street have certainly made a 
very considerable figure in the world as was to be expected, from her 
talents under whose auspices they were assembled. 

"One of the most pleasant sights which you would see in Scotland, 
as it now stands, would be your brother George in posses.~ion of the most 
beautiful and romantic place in Clydesdale-Corehouse. I have promis­
ed often to go out with him, and assist him with my deep experience a.s a 
planter and landscape gardener. I promise you my oaki; will outlast my 
laurels; and I pique myself more upon my compositions for manure than 
on any other compositions whatsoever to which I wa9 ever accessary. 
But so much does business of one sort or other engage us both, that we 
never have heen able to fix a time which suited us both; and with the 
utmost wish to make out the party, perhaps we never may. 

" This is a melancholy letter, but.it is chiefly so from the sad tone of 
yours-who have had such real clisasters to lament-while mine is only 
the humorous sadness, which a rett-ospect on human life is sure to pro­
duce on the most p1·osperous, For my own coune of life, I have only 
to be ashamed of its prosperity, and afraid of its termination ; for I have 
little reason, arguing on the doctrine of chances, to hope that the same 
good fortune will attend me for ever. I have had an affectionate and 
promising family, many friends, few unfriends, and, I think, no enemies 
-and more of fame and fo1·tune than mere literature ever procured for a 
man before. 

"I dwell among my own people, and have many whose happiness is 
dependent on me, and which I study to the best of my power. I trust 
my temper, which, you know, is by nature good and easy, has not been 
apoiled by flattery 01· prosperity : and, therefore, I have escaped entirely 
that irritability of disposition which I think is planted, like the slave in 
the poet's chariot, to prevent his enjoying his triumph. 

"Should things, therefore, change with me-and in these times, or 
indeed in any times, such change is to be apprehended-I trust I shall be 
able to su1·1·ender these adventitious advantages, as I would my upper 
dress, as something extremely comfortal,le, but which I can make shift 
to do without:• 

Life of Kiernander. 

We have had it in our minds for some time past to give short 
memoirs (as they might be procurable from authentic sources) 
of the earlier Indian Missionaries, especially those of Beuga.l 
and Hindustan. We have selected as our first the Life of Kier­
nander, not only because he was the earliest Protestant Mi.i-
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@ionaTy to Bengal and Calcutta, but because his history is 
fraught with much salutary instruction. It is a memoir which 
cannot be " read, marked, learned, and inwardly digested" 
without exciting deep self-examination and holy fear in eve>ry 
present Missionary-it may make him that standeth take heed 
lest at any time he fall, and yet it throws the light of mercy's 
hope on the future of those who through improvidence or 
worldly intoxications may have forgot the great end of their 
work-the glory of the Cross. Though a righteous man stum­
ble se.en times, yet if he seek God shall he arise. May the 
chequered providences of God lead all to the same calm and 
tranquil end as they did Kiernander,-and it will yet be well. 

John Kiernander was born in 1711, at Akstad, in the pl'ovince of East 
Gothlimd, in Sweden. After completing his education at the University 
of Upsal, he became desirous of visiting foreign universities. During 
this period he became acquainted with Professor Franke, at Halle, in 
Saxony, and, after having spent four years, was about to 1·eturn to Sweden, 
when an ~pplication was made by the Society in London for Promoting 
Cliristian Knowledge, to the Professor, for a proper person to be sent as 
Missio11ary to Cuddalore. This work was proposed to Kiernander, who, 
11fter some l,esitation, consented to undertake it. Here begins the event­
ful mid instructive historv of John Kiernander, and it would be well that 
11 I L t>~pt>cial ly those engaged in preaching the gospel, would mark the foot­
&tt'p~ of the man, beware of being wise in their own conceits, and learn to 
w,,tch ,u,d pray that they enter not into temptation. There are few cha­
racters pre~ented to our ,•iew in which the goodness and severity of God 
are so strongly marked, and made to speak in actions that cannot be mis­
ui,derstoo<l, and working out an end that cannot but speak, saying, "This 
i., the <loin:r of the Lord." 

He seems at first to have been undecided in his mind as to taking the 
step of for~aking all for the Missionary work. It does not appear to be 
a tliing which moved in his OVl'n mind before it was proposed to him, and 
herein is to be observed what could not but be a deficiency in his case. 
He had not, like many other Missionaries, prayed and pondel'ed the 
matter orer in his mind, until he had thoroughly weighed and counted 
the cost of his undertaking; and to this may be greatly attributed the 
needful chastisements he afterwards received at the hand of his heavenly 
Father 

When he went to Cuddalore he found a congregation, left by Sartori­
ous, a former Missionary, who was then removed to Madras. He was 
treated with great kindness by Admiral Boscawen, and had the Portuguese 
church put into his possession, as the English thought it expedient at 
that time to expel all the popish Priests from their territories. 

The mission prospered much under his hands. He was in the habit of 
g-oiug se"eral times a week to the villages, to make known the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. His congregation in Cuddalore increased. In the year 
1745 it amounted to 200 persons, and in the following year received an 
increase of 160 converts. At first ProfesRor Franke used to send to him 
]ll"esents, (at one time 1501.) and he was also kindly dealt with by the 
council of Fort St. David's; but after his marriage he needed not, nor 
would recei"e their help. He married a Miss Wendela Fischer, a lady of 
some propertv. She was an amiable woman, an attached wife, and, being 
faithful to God, was a helpmeet for him in preaching the gospel. With 
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this womnn he lived in h11ppiness many years, and the Lorri progpered hi, 
lobonrs. 

In the year 1758, the French General, Count Lally, took posse,sion of 
Cuddalore, when a general confiscation took place. Kiernander waited 
on Lally, and requested permission to continue his mission, but he was 
politely nnd firmly told there was no need for Protestant ministers any 
longer in the place. At the same time a passport was granted him to the 
Danish settlement at Tranqnebar, of which he gladly availed himself, and 
arrived in that city stript of all his property. 

Seeing no prospect of returning to his station at Cuddalore, Kiernanrler 
now turned his attention to Bengal, and left Tranquebar, furnished with 
ample means by the liberality of the Danes. At the time of his coming 
to Calcutta, be was a man "of ardent zeal, of great integrity, with a 
dauntless courage, and decision of mind." Both he and his wife were 
devoted to the cause of their Lord and Saviour. They had borne their 
trials together, supporting each other's faith in the midst of them, living 
as hei1·s together of the grace of life. The ble~sing of God was upon 
them, as they laboured in his service. He was a man of polite address 
and handsome countenance, alike fitted to appear in the court of a Nawab 
or the hamlet of a Hindu. Lorri Clive was at that period in the full 
tide of success, and gave his sanction to the establishment of a mission 
in Calcutta. He opened his work in a house given him by the Govern­
ment. The year after, 175 children were taught at his school, forty of 
whom were kept at his own expense; and, in addition to his many other 
engagements, be preached occasionally at Serampur, where the Dani.sit 
1ettlement, then in its infancy, had no chaplain. 

It is not in a day that seed, either good or bad, spring! up and bears 
its fruit; and a man's soul may be receiving bad as well as good bread 
cast on the waters, which shall be found after many days. This appears 
to have been the case with Kiernander. The seeds of consumption are 
often .own long before that prostration of strength takes place, which 
declares too plainly that disease has done its W(?rk. With all Kiernan­
der's zeal, he had not the spirit of Nehemiah, who was as bold to reprove 
the greatest noble as the meanest coinmoner; and in his having Lord 
Clive and his lady as sponsors to his son who was born at this time, we 
see that he was not proof against the pleasure of being noticed and patro­
nised by great people, when he ought to have been reproving tbefr sins, 
The evil of this he had to learn by hard experience in the subsequent 
years of his life. Nehemiah would have chased Lo1·d Clive away from 
him, as he did one of the sons of Joioda, the son-in-law of Eliashib, the 
high priest, and then he would have said, " Remember me, 0 my God, 
for good." But not so Kiernander; he chased him not away, but took 
him as sponsor for his child, and could not conclude with asking to be 
remembered for good for such an action. 

Three years after his arrival at Calcutta his wife died. "It bad been a 
marriage of affection, not impaired by the bitter vicissitudes of life. 
W endela Fische1· was a woman of piety, and dernted to her husband ; she 
had borne the wreck of he1· fortu11e without complaining, and had jour­
neyed from her home, first to Tra11quehar, then to Calcutta, with a mind 
armed for yet greater reverses. She lived to sae her husband admired 
and esteemed by all, while his religion was stedfast in the midst of many 
snares. Had she lived, Kiernnnder had st>1·ved God with fidelity, and 
mnn with usefulness; but when she su11k into an early grave, it was as if 
his gunrdian ang·el hnd p11ssed awoy from him. 

A yenr after this he m11r1·ied a wealthy widow, Mra. Ann Wolley, 11 

young luxurious woman, who knew not the wny of peace, nor how to livoi 
VI. ~ I 
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'' not to herself, Lut to Him that died for her and rose ngain." She wne 
like too mRn)· other~, wl10 <'an approre of the preaching of the gospel 
where no change of life is a~ked, anti no de\'otion to God dt>manded. Hnd 
1-i:iernand<'r been n man like Swartz, no Ann ,volley would Iuwe heen in 
much haste to marry him. Hut he wns now beconiing unfaithful to the 
trn~t that had heen committed to him. lie and his wife were among the 
riche~t ,,eople in Calcutta. Thl'y lived in great style, not cnlling to 
their table the poor and maimed, but the rich ancl noble, with whom the 
mi~~io11ary was a c-rC'at fa,·orite. 

Kierr,a;1der anrl :!\1rs. \\'ollev lived as hushand and wife for ahout ten 
years. At their marriag·e, the· world flowed in with a full flood, but he 
foqrot that the frien,l~hip of the u·orld is enmity against God, and in the 
midst of all the affluence and admiration h0 met with, he forgot his 
Lor,! and i\fa•ter. It wa~ not by one great step that he arrived at this, 
hut b,· <le~rees he was decei,•ed into it. Had he at once seen that his 
present life n·as inconsistent with that of a missionary, and fairly given 
up his work, he would h:...ve found out his mistake earlier; but at the 
same time that he s~t 1q1 a splendid equipage, and d1·ove about in a 
carriage-in-four, he continu<:>d to use his eloquence in p1·eaching the 
gospel. "-hen he had l'isite,I the Hindu l'illages, and returned home 
wean· with the ,1·ork, he used to take the cool air of the shore in his 
beautiful equipage. Such conduct could not fail to give offence, and 
hurt the cause in which he was engaged. He was warned by the Society 
at home, and by missionaries abrnad, but he regarded not their friendly 
admonitions. He was deceived, and the word was choked by the deceit­
fulrre,s of riches aud the lust of other things. He was lavish in the 
expenditure of his money. He built a church which cost him 8000/. 
and other buildings for the mission to the 11mount of 40001. He also 
looked out for assistance in his ministry, and chose for that purpose two 
jndi~iduals who had been Popish priests, and had publicly abjured their 
errors. Their names were Bento de Silvestre and Manuel da Costa. 
For these two assistants he built d1velli11g houses, along with another for 
the education of the nati1·es. These assistants were learned men, and 
Kiernander passed much of his time in study with them. They were 
also helpful in the cause of the mission, nnd it does not appear that they 
were ;aeduced awav bv the smiles of the ,vorld, as he was. 

T,vo years after °the building of the church his wife died. As his 
marriage wit}, her had bee11 the entrance into a path that did not 
certain!, lead him in the wal' his God would have him to go, so her death 
was the.beginning of a new.era, when he was to he turned again to that 
simplicitv in Chri,;t from which he had been seduced. She had been a 
"'O~an of pleasing manners, and much attached to Kiernander; hut alas, 
how can the blind lead the blind! She never led him indeed actually 
to neglect the outward fullilme11t of his duties,-nay, it is rather likely 
that a wife"s heart would lie highly pleased with the sweet looks and 
whispers of applause. \Vlu,n he preached i11 the church, the great people 
heard a11d arlmire1I him ; his carriage stood waiting for him at the door, 
~nd tl,e praises of his preaching came to him frolJI lips that it hacl heen 
l,etter for him he harl never seen. A wifo, however worldly, coulcl not 
dislike this. \Vhen ijhe <lierl, ~he bequeathed her jewels to lleth Tephilla, 
the name of the rnis,ion church, and with the proceeds he built a mission 
school capable of containing :./50 children. We would drop a teai· of 
comµassion over the grave of such a woman, and say," Alaij, she knew no 
liett .. r !" Let us now pursue the history of his subsequent life, and adore 
that God who knows how to l,reak and how to 1,ind UJ•· 
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It is uncertain how long the veil would have rested on his soul : but 
it was suddenly and rudely torn away. He was seized with blindness, 
nod soon he sat almost solitary in his spacious chamhera; hi~ convi>nation, 
his vivacity, were no longer the same; nor were his tahle and wines. A 
few come to soothe and comfort, but the greater part di<l not seek the 
afflicted man. The vleasures of study and 1~11rning were also taken frorn 
him: all was tal<en, eave the converse of Da Costa and Hanson·\ but he 
no longer saw theil· faces. He at last rememhe,·ed how far he ha,! wander­
ed from God: 0 ! how welcome would now have heen hi~ lo,t foeli11gs of 
fervour, of hope, and joy ; but they did not come at his call. His sorro1v 
was inexpressibly great, for if there be any situation in which the visita­
tions of mercy and peace are precious, it is amidst the agony of bLndness, 
when the soul is left to struggle alone. It was more than he co•1ld bear; 
and he lifted his humbled spil'it eagerly to God, resolved to know no rest 
till ' the lost should be found again.' His deep repentance, his tears, 
his unceasing prayers, could not be in vain; and ere long, Kiernander 
blessed the hand that had chastened him. 

His blindness continued four years, when his eyes were coucherl and hi~ 
sight restored, having by this dispensation been caller! back from his 
wandering. Partly by his vrofusion, and vartly by mismanag~ment 
during his blindness, when he recovered his sight he was a seconJ time a 
beggared man. 

He looked abroad, on his recovery, as if to hegin the world anew with 
a purer hope and resolve, but found himself impoverished. The seal 
of the sheriff of Calcutta was affixed to the gates of Beth Tephilla, as a 
part of the personal e,tate of the ill-fated and bankruvt missionary. The 
edifice, h.9wever, was redeemecl from the desecrntion which otherwise 
awaited it, by the munificence of an individual who paid for it the sum at 
which it had been appraised, namely, 10,000 rupees. This individual was 
the late Charles Grant, Esq., the East India Director, whose powerful 
support to Indian Missions was ever generously given. 

"The founder of the edifice, from whatever cause, no longer officiated 
within its walls. '\,Vas it because he was poor-or had lived extravagant­
ly? It was a harsh and pitiless deed. His health soon after be1".ame 
infirm, and he sometimes wandered round the walls. ancl looked 1vistfullv 
on them, and thought how it had heen with him in f~rmer clays. '\,Vhere, 
uow, was the world of admirers and flatterers?-passed away like the moth 
when they saw that his resources were at an end. His home, his equipage, 
his mnny servants, all were gone. Still he was kinrlly received at some 
tahles. There were those who felt that they could not utterly forsake 
the man to whose eloquence they had listened, whom they had love<l as a 
companion, at whose table they had feasted. But he rarely made himself 
II guest, for he felt that the world was no lo11ge1· the same to him ; that 
his wol'ds were not now listened to \vith the attention aml the applause 
they were wont to be. He confined himself to a small ancl retired dwelling. 
There was a circumstance yet more hard to hear. Another missionary 
came, entered into his labours, and was chosen to supplr his chu1·ch; and 
this Kiernande1· felt exquisitely.'' 

Sho1·tly after the t·-lmrch was enlarg·ed, and he was inrited to clispl'nse 
the communion in the new chancel. Arnund him knelt 111nnv of those 
who had been his friends in the day of his prnspel"ity, hut they· no longe1· 
found it convenient to be so. Sonie might look on such a scene, antl pity 
the old man, now 80 yem·s of nge, thus tle~ertetl, but we ought rathe1· to 
thank Goel, who by nny means had saved him from such friendship, for 
they never ought to have been his friends. Now he stootl whl!re he ought 

• H1111son was an nssistnnt in the rnom of SilHstre, who was ue1ul. 
~ I ~ 
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t>,·er to have stood, not h1wing the favour of man hut of GOil 88 hi~ pol'tion. 
He said himself that it was a moment of great happiness to his mind ; he 
must h1we ht>en unthankful if it wel'e not so. We c1111not pRs!i this period 
of tht> missionary's life without obsel'\'ing how much both missional'ies 
nnd ministers at home are to blame in making themseh•es the servants of 
those who do not serve God. Had l•i:iemander formed and abided by the 
resolution of beinit only a minister of Christ and not of man, nnd had he 
confined the administration of baptism and the Lord's Suppe1· to those, 
whethl'r white or black, who gave evidence that they were followers of 
Jesus Christ. he would ha,·e been saved many of the troubles he wa& 
called to endure. 

He now resoh-ed to quit Calcutta, and offer his services to the Dutch 
at Chin~ura, where he was appointed chaplain. A sum of 4,0l. had been 
sent him by the Society in London. And now let us behold the aged 
man, o,·er vrhosP. head SO years had passed, leaving friendless and nearly 
pennyless the place vrhere he had lived in affluence, sul'rouncled by the 
smiles and attentions of the great and the rich ; the place where his 
l1eart had waxed fat and fori;aken his God, and where it had been humbled 
und brought back to its obedience ;-shut out of the very edifices he had 
reared with his o,rn money; forsaken, and forgotten by all but God. 
Before hi& departure he went to the burying-ground called by his own 
name, and there wept and prayed between the graves of his two wives. 
The one had been his helpmate and his stay in the midst of troubles, the 
other had drawn him away from his stedfastness. And can we look at 
1<ll this, which can hardly fail to touch the hardest heart, and still say it 
was God's love that did it? Yes, truly it was love ; for amidst all this 
wreck of earthly things, the hope of eternal life wai blooming in his soul, 
and the man was happy! 

At Chinsura he received a small salary from the Dutch, and performed 
sen·ice twice on the Sabbath in a small Luthe1·an church. The people 
were intent on their commei-ce, and he found their society any thing but 
a pleasure. This, however, gave him time to think, and to become 
acquainted with himself. Although Chinsura was only thirty miles from 
Calcutta, and so within the reach even of a pleasure saH, and lay also on 
the way to the interior; yet none of the passers-by so much as asked him 
bow he did. He was within a few miles of Serampur, whe1·e he found a 
few kindred spirits, some who acknowleclged the benefit they had 1·e­
ceived through the words he had preached in their ears, and this was a 
pleasure to him. 

But e,·en from this resting-place he was doomed to be thrust. In 1795 
war vras declared by England against Holland, and the facto1·y of Chin­
sura was captured where Kiernander was taken prisoner of war, and 
allu..-ed the sum of SO rupees a month. At last he was permitted to go 
to Calcutta. How strange and unsearchable are the ways of God ! This 
was the place appointed for him to end his days-but what an alte1:ed 
man ! He was now near ninety years of age. He had left that city 
nearly a beggar, and now he returned to it entirely so. ,vhat a h'ial w~s 
this the Lord put upon his servant in hi~ old age, that he should agam 
traverse the scene of his former grandeur. What must have been hiY 
feelings to behold his church, where he had preached to admi1·ing crowds, 
and the stately house where he had lived with his admired wife, coldly 
and steroly shut against him. How could he have borne this if God had 
nut Leen with him? Lord Clive, at whose table he had often eat, had 
by this time perished by his own hand, and any othe1·s, who would have 
been iuclined to help him, had been laid in their graves. He was tal~en 
into the house of a relation of one of hill wives, ancl in the following 
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Bpring, ~lien risin~ from his chair, he f~II and hroke his thigh, nnd spent 
the remruud~r of his _f~w days on earth rn m~ch pain. During his illness 
he wa~ occa~1onr1lly v1s1ted by the Rev. Davul Brown :ind a few others 
who did their duty in trying to comfort the aged pillirim. Hi8 intellect 
remained firm, 1md in 11 letter to his native place, Ak~tad, he blessed the 
day he had left it to preach the gospel. He foretold that the whole 
English nation would unite in one Rociety to senrl the Gospel to the Ea~t 
Indies, and that this would give stabilit.r to British power there. 

His cup wua full-and the hand that had so long chastened no,y 
poured into his spirit the richest consolation and the brightest hope. 
And what counsel could ~i8 vi~itors offer to this man of nearly a century, 
compared to_ the _stores w_h1ch ~•s st_range a~d chequered life had laid up ? 
Even now h15 mind was m all its vigour; 1t was sad, yet beautiful to sit 
at his bed-side, and hear him tell how he had suffered ; how he had 
known all that love, or riches, or learning, could give to man-and that 
now he was going home to his rest. 

He was bu1·ied in the grave of his wife Ann lVolley, and our com­
fort is to th_ink, t~at after all the troubles through which he came, and 
after for a time bemg allured away by the sweets of the world, he is now 
departed to be with Christ, which is far better. When any one ia indined 
to thin!, that a minister of the gospel ia itl qff becauae he ia poor er dupi,ed, let 
him remember JOHN KIERN.ANDER, 

P1·ecept and E:sample. 

Such is the frailty of our nature and the tendency in us to 
prefer virtuous precept to the difficult practice of holy virtue, 
that we should be thankful for any monitor which will warn 
of the danger there is in severing two whom God hath for the 
wisest purposes joined together in our lives. On this ground 
it is we gladly insert the following instructive effusion from 
the American Mother's Magazine. 

To the Editor of the .Mothe1·'s Magazine. 
MADAM, 

I have been much interested in your Magazine, and deeply so, in the 
piece entitled "Pai·ental Decision." A few days since l sat with the 
Magazine in my hand, meditating with regret and sorrow on my own 
want of decision. My mind reverted to the years of childhood, when 
with youthful eagerness I read good old John Bunyan, and often wished 
I could fall asleep and dream as long and as interesting a dre:,m as his. 
0 that some Bunyan would rise up, at the present day, (I mentally 
exclaimed) followed by a long train of pilgrims, determined that nothing 
should impede their progress to the heavenly city. Presently my enses 
were lulled to sleep, and a vision full of interest was impressed on my mind. 
The strait and narrow path which leads from the city of d~struction to the 
new Jerusalem lay before me. A promiscuous band of pilgrims, from 
many nations, were pressiug fo1·ward, guided by two beings of most 
nngelic appearance: their names were Precept and Example, twin sisters, 
daughters of Paradise. \,Vhile their efforts were united, I saw they and 
their followers never swe1·ved from theil· path. But Precept was of a 
sanguine and ardent temperament. She held in her hand the word of 
eternal life and exhorted her followe1·s by every motive which two 
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worlds <'onld present, to untit-ing persevernnce. She spoke to them from 
thP pulpit, the p1·e"s, in the 1·eligions conference, at the socinl firesi.le, 
:m,1 in t.he clo~et. The multitude hung on he1· lips with earnest 11ttention, 
nncl I coul<l not hut remark how fondly mothers re1>e11ted her words to 
their hPIOYPd children, with their eyes tnmPd toward the celesti11l city. 
But while Precept wa~ thus ach·ancing, with heaven R!ld glory in he1· eye, 
wherP WR>' h,•r mild. but ~low and less confiding sister? Fearful and 
unhPliedng, her foot>'teps had long wave1'ed, and "now I saw in my 
d,-eam," that she sank hy the way side, pale, trembling·, and disheartened. 
Full of zeal. Precept missed not her retiring sister, until she saw 
confusion and <li~may among he1· followers. Parents wept and prayed 
for their wandering children ; churches lamented for the disaffection of 
their numbers. and the affectionate minister mourned over the desolation5l 
of Zion.-Old giant Despair exulted, in gloomy triumph, and filled his 
c11slle with the hones of the slain. The profes,ed friends of the meek 
:.nd lcn.-ly Jesus, having now departed for from Example, P1·ecept found 
that they were fast deserting her banner also, alld were too many of them 
following the Yain fascinations of time and sense. Mournfully she tumed 
to look for her Io,·ed, yet deserted siste1·. Her plain bonnet had falle11 
from her head, and amothe1· was endeavouring to hind her light tresses 
with frizzets and finerv. Anothe1· had torn her Bible from her bosom, 
:md was strfring to supply its place with golden chains ancl other 
superfluous ornaments. Another would have led the drooping fair to scenes 
of fashionable amusements. "0, who will save my sister?" exclaimed 
Precept, despairingly, and raising her eyes to Heaven. Suddenly the 
110und of soft and celestial music was heard, and a form appeared of more 
than earthly majesty aud beauty. \Vith a majestic, yet tender air, she 
waved her hand, and Example sprang with renoyated strength to her 
sister's arms, from whom she should never have been separated. Her 
name was ·Faith ; and with a voice solemn and awful as etemity she 
commanded this pilgrim band once more to arrange themseh•es under 
the united banner of Precept and Example. I awoke ; and although it was 
hut a dream, 1 was more fully convinced that Faith alone can so unite 
Exam11le and Precept, as to guide a sinful world to the new Jernsalem, 
the cih· of our God. 

Utica. A. S. E . 

.A letter from F. Bouchet, of the Society of Jesus, Missioner at Madure, 
and Surrior of the new Mission of Carnate, to the Lord Bislwp of 
Auranc!tes. 

The company of the Jesuits sent a mission to the East about 
the -mar 1700. Thev received from their learned Missionurie;; 
a n~rnber of highly i~1telligent letters concerning the religious 
habits and eui;toms of the people amongst whom they dwelt. 
\Ve ha,·e in former numbers given interesting and instrnctive 
extracts from the work in which they are contained. ] t is 
both curious and scarce. ,v e make no apology for the le11gth 
of the following letter, a.'l the subject 011 which it treats is one 
botu curious and important, not merely in reference lo Hin­
duism, but to all the systems of false religion. From om· 
reading and experience we have long felt convinced that we 
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could trace in the religious trnditiom1 and cnstoml! of all na­
tionf!, the lea.ding truth! of the religion of the Bihle. And 
while we may not say Amen to all the ingenuitieR of the learn­
ed Missioner, nor to some of hil! theological LiaBes, we may 
be able to discover from amidst the popish eror a11d heathen 
mist in which the subject is envelope<l, the more than pre­
,mmptive evidence of the truth of his position,-viz., that the 
Hindu faith rests upon some corrupted biblical ha;,is, and that 
if the light of truth would but arise and shine into the temple 
of error, we Ahould see seated in some one of her recesses the 
Spirit of Truth; that God has not, in fact, left hirnflelf without 
a witness in our earth, an<l only waits for his mercy in Christ 
to be proclaimed to the ends of the world ; that deep should 
anF<wer to deep at the noise of his water-sp_s)llts; that truth 
should meet truth, and unite in one spirit of zeal a11d prac­
tical affection in magnifying the source of truth and salva­
tion. 

l\1v LoRD,-The labours of an Apostolical pe1·son in Inrlia are so l!reat, 
an<! so continual, that the care of preaching the name of J ESUil CHalsT to 
the idolaters, and of improving the new converts, seems to he more than 
sufficient entirely to take up a Missioner. Jn short, at some times of the 
year they have scarre time to live, much less to apply themselves to 
studr, and a Missioner is often obliged to borrow from l~is rest at night 
·as much time as is requisite for prayer and the other duties of his pro­
fession. 

However, at some other seasons, anil even some hours of the day, we 
find leisure enough to refresh us from our toils by some sort of studr. 
It is then our care to make even our diversion advantageous to our holy 
religion. To that purpose we then improve ourselves in those sciences, 
which are known among the idolaters, in whose conver,ion we are labour­
ing, aorl we make it our business to rliscover, e,·en among their errors, 
something that may convince them of the trnth we come to make known 
to 1hem. 

During that time, whilst the duties of my ministry have allo,,-ed me 
some leisure, I have, as fa1· as I have been able, let myself into the ~rs­
tem of religion received among the Indians. What I propose in this 
letter is only to lay before yo111· lor<iship, and to put together some 
conjectures," hich, I am of opinion, you may think worthy your ohsena­
tion. They all tend to pro,·e, that the Jndians ha,·e taken their relic 
g-ion from the books of Moses an,! the Prophets; that all the f~bles thei1· 
hooks are filled with, do not so much disguise the truth but that it may 
still be known; and to conclu<le, that besides the religion of the Hebrew 
nation, which they learnt, at least in part, by their ~ommerce with the 
J e11'A and Egyptians, there appear among th~m plain footsteps of the 
Christian religion, preached to them by St. Thomas, the Apostle, Pan­
tienus, and other g1·eat men, ever since the first ages of the church. 

I have made no question of you1· lordship's allowing of the liberty I 
take in sending you this letter, it being my opinion that such reflections 
as may he of use for confirming and defending of our holy religion, 
ought of course to be presented to you. They will touch you more than 
any other, after demonstrating, as you hil\'e done, the truth of our faith, 
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\,y the moi;t extensi,·e el'lldition, 1111d the exnctest knowledge in antiquity, 
~•lh ~ncre<l Rnd p1·of1rne. 

l rem<>mber, my lord, I h11ve read, in your leamed book of evangelical 
(lpmonstration, that the doctrine of Moses hnd penetrated ae fat· 111 

Jndi11; and yonr singulnr care in obse1·ving-, whatRoever may he found 
fa1·or11hle to religion in authors, has anticipnted some of those things 
I might h:we had occasion to mention to you. I will the1·efore only add, 
what I hR,·e discovered that is new, upon the spot, hy reading of the most 
11ncient hooks of the Imlians, and hy the conversation I have hnd with 
the most learned nwn of the country. 

It i~ most certain, m1· lord. that the generality of the Indians are no 
way t11inted with the absurdities of atheism. They have exact notion~ 
enough of the Deity, though disguised and corrupted by the worship of 
idols. They acknowledge one God infinitely perfect, who has been from all 
eternitv, and in whom a1·e the most excellent attl'ibutes. Thus far no­
thing can be better, 01· more conformable to the belief of God's people, 
in relation to the Deity. He1·e follows what idolatry has unfortunately 
added. 

Most of the Indians affirm, that the great number of deities they at 
present wor,hip, are no other than subaltern gods, and subject to the 
S01·ereign Being, who is equally Lord of the gods and of men. That 
great God, they say, is infinitely exalted above all other beings, and that 
infinite distance is what hinders his having any communication with frail 
creatures. For what proportion can there be, add they, between a being 
infinitely perfect and created beings, full as we are of imperfections and 
frailties. For that reason it was, according to them, that Pa1·avamvastou, 
that is, the Supreme God, created three other inferior gods, viz. Bmma, 
Vishnu and Routren. To the first he has given the power of creating; 
tc the second, that of preserving; and to the third, that of destroying. 

But these three gods, adored by the Indians, are, in the opinion 
of their learned men, the sons of a woman they call Parachatti, that is, 
the sovereign power. If this fable were reduced to its origiual, it were 
easy therein to discover the truth, though so much disguised by the 
ridiculous I\Otions added by the spirit of falsehood. 

The first Indians would not say any thing, but that whatsoever is done 
in the world, either by creation, which they assign to Brama ,· or in 
preservation, which is the part of Viahnu; or in the several revolutions, 
which are the work of Routren,-proceeds only from the absolute power 
of Paravaravastou, or the Supreme God. Those carnal wits have since 
made a woman of their Parachatti, and given her three sons, which are 
no other than the principal effects of omni potency; for, in short, Chatti, 
in the Indian language, signifies power; and Para, supreme or absolute.' 

This notion the Indians have of a Being infinitely superior to the 
other deities, denotes that their forefathers 1·eaJly wo1·shipped but one 
God, and that Polytheism, or the plurality of deities, was brought in 
among them after the same manner as it was into all idolatrous count1·ies. 

I d~ not pretend, my lord, that this first knowledge is a very evident 
proof of the communication between the Indians and the Egyytians, of 
the Jews. I am sensiule, that without any such help, the Author of Nature 
has ingrafted this fundamental truth iu the miuds of all men, and that 
it is only altered in them through the corruption and deprnvedness of 
their hearts. For the same reason 1 forbear giving you any account of 
what the Indians have t_hought concerning the immortality of our souls, 
and several other such like truths. 

However, I belie1·e you will not be displeased to know, after what 
manner our lndiau.s find the resemblance of man with the Sovereign 
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Being expounded in their nuthors. Here follows what II le11rned hr11h­
m11n hns 11ssured me he has, in reference to that affair, taken out of one 
of their most nncient hookR. "Imagine," says that author, "a million of 
large vessels all full of water, on which the Sun casts the rays of his 
light. That beautiful luminary, thouich hut one, in some manner 
multililies, nnd entirely represents himself in a moment, in each of those 
vesse s; nn image of him extremely like is seen in each of them. Orn· 
bodies are those vessels full of water; the sun is the emhlem of the 
Sovereign Bein!(, and the fiirure of the sun represented in each of those 
vessels, naturally enough lays before us our souls created to the likeness 
of Goel." 

I will go on, my lord, to some sketches better drawn, and more propPr 
to give satisfaction to so cliscerning a judgment as youn is. Give me 
leave here to relate thingg plainly as I have learnt them. It would be 
altogether needless, in writing to so learned a prelate as you are, to add 
my particular reflections. 

The [ndian8, aa I h:"'e hacl the honor to inform you, helieve that 
Brama is he, of the three suhaltern deitiPs, who has receiv~d of the Su­
preme God the power of creating. Accordingly it was Brama that creflted 
the first man; hut what makes for my purpose, is, that Brama formed 
man of the slime of the earth, then just created. It is true he found 
1ome difficulty in finishing hi~ work ; he went about it several time~, hnd 
did not hit it till the third. 'f he fahle has >tdrled this last circumstance 
to the truth, and it is no wonder th:!t a god of the second rank should 
stand in need of >tn apprenticeship to learn to make a man with that per­
fect proportion of all his parts, as we see him. But had the Indians 
i.tuck to that which nature, and in all prohability the intercourse with 
the Jews had taught them, concerning the unity of God, they would have 
also rested satisfied with what thev had learnt hv the same means of the 
creation of man; they would have gone no fa1:ther than to say, as they 
do conforrnably to the Holy Scripture, that man was formed of the slime 
of the earth, newly 1n·oduced hy the hands of the Cr .. ator. 

This is not all, my lord: man being once created hy Brama, with 1111 
that trouble I have told you, the new Creator was the more charmed 
with his creature, because it had cost him so much lahour to fiuish it. 
The next thing is to place it in a dwelling worthy of itself. 

Scripture is magnificent in the description it gives of the earthly para­
dise. The Indians are so no less in the accounts they give us of their 
Chol"cam. lt is, according to them, a garden of delight, where all sort, of 
fruit are found in g1·eat plenty. There is also a tree, the fruit whereof 
would confer immortality, if it were allowed to he eaten. It would be 
strange, that people who had never hem·d of the terrestrial paradise, 
should, without knowing it, draw a picture so ,·ery like. 

It is also ve1·y wonderful, my lord, that the inferior gods, who, ever 
11ince the creation of the world, multiplied almost to an infinite number, 
had not, 01· at least we1·e not sure of the privilege of immortality, which 
wo_ulcl hnve been very acceptable to them. I must give you a story the 
Indians tell to this pmpose. This story, as fabulous as it is, has cer­
tainly no other original but the doctrine of the Jews, and perhaps even 
thnt of the Christians, 

The gods, say ou1· Indians, tried all sorts of ways and means to obtain 
immort11lity. Afte1· much search, they bethought themselves to ha,·e 
recourse to tire tree of life, which was in the Chorcam. That expedient 
succeeded, 11ncl by eating· from time to timti of the fruit of that tree, they 
11rcu1·ed to themselves the precious treasure, which it so much concerua 
them not to lose. A famous serpent, c1Jled Cheie11, perceived that the 
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trE'e flf life l,nd been disE'overed h,, the g01ls of the aecond rnnk. The 
keeping of that t.t·ee hn,·init, in 11il likelihood, been committed to his 
chnrgt•, he wns so enraged at the trick put upon him, that he 11cattered 
R !,!Tent quantity flf poi,on m·t>1· the plain. All the earth felt the effectR 
flf it, and no man was to e~cape the infection of thut nwrtnl poison ; but 
the g-,1d Cliit-e11 took pity on human nature; he appeared in the sh11pe of 
man. and, nothing hesitating, swallowt>d all that poison, whe1·ewith the 
mid icious serpent hnd infected the n ni verse. 

You sl'e, my lord, that things clea1· up hy d<'gn:!es the farther "'end­
,·ancC'. Be ple1u,ed to listen to another fahle I am going to tell yon, 
for I should certainly impose on yon, did I go ahont to tell yon any' 
thing more serious. You will find 110 difficulty in discovering the histo1·y 
of the flood, and the principnl circumst1mces the Scripture relates. 

The g<'d Routren., who is the great clestrnyer of the created beings, 
resoherl one day to drown all mankind, prett>nding he had just cause to 
be displeased with them. His design could not he so secret, but that 
V;"11h11u, the presen·er of creatures, was sensible of it. You will per­
ceiw, my lord, that they were considerahly ohliged to him upon this 
occ11s10n. He discovered the ,·ery day precisely on which the deluge 
was to happen. His power did not extend so far 11s to pnt a stop to the 
execution of the god Routreu's projects; hut at the same time his 
qu:,lification of god the preser,•er of things created, empowered him to 
pre,·ent, if it were possible, the most pernicious effect, am! thus he went 
about it. 

He appeared one dRy to Suttiava,-ti, his gre11t confident, and warned 
him that there would shortly be an universal deluge, that the ea1·th 
would l,e drowned, and that R•mtren rlesigned no less than to destroy 
all men and beasts. However, he assured him, he had nothing to fea1· 
for himself, and that in despite of Rontren he wound find means to 
1-a,·e him, and to manage it so as the world should be peopled again. His 
design was, to produce a wonderful bark, at the time whe11 Routren 
least thought of it, and to shut up in it a good stock of at least eight 
hundred and forty millions of souls and seeds of being•. It was also 
rt>quisite that Satti;i,·arti, at the time of the deluge, should be on a very 
l,igh mountain, which he must take -special care to make known to him. 
Some time after Sattiavarti, as had been foretold to him, spied an infi­
nite number of clouds gathering. He observed, without any commotion, 
the storm threatening over the hea,li; of guilty mortals; the most dread­
ful rain that had ever been seen fell from heaven; the rivers swelled, and 
spread thems~hes with much rapidity over the face of the earth; the 
sea l,ruke out beyond its ho111uls, and, mixi11g with the o,·ertlown rivers, 
in a short time covered the highest mountains; trees, heasts, men, ci. 
ties am] kingdoms, were all drowned; all animated beinis pel'ished and 
were destroverL 

In the niPantime Sattiavarti, with Borne of his penitents, had with­
drawn himself to his mountain. There he expected the relief p1·omised 
l,irn l,v the gud; nor was he without some moments of d1·ead, The 
water; which continually grew more powerful, and inse_nsibly drew near 
hi,; retreat, e,·ery now and thPn put him into terrible fr1ghtR; hut at the 
,·ery moment when he l('nVe liim,elf over for lost, he saw the hark ap­
pear which w11s to ,.,,,,e him. He entered it immediately with liis rlevout 
followers. The .. ight 1,undred and forty millions of souls and seeds of 
b1:ings were f;hut up there before. 

Ti.e d,ffkull ,, consisted i11 steering the hark, and kePping it up against 
the impetuo11s,;ess of the waves, wliich were then in a fu1·ioue 111,;"itation. 

The god Viiihnu took care to provide for it; he immediately convert-
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e1l himself into n fieh, nnd made use ofhi~ tail inste11d of II rudd.r to steer 
tlie vessel. Tlie gorl, who was at the same time fish and pilot. managed 
so rlexteronsly, that Sattiavarti waited at his ease for the water to drain 
off the enrth. 

You Ree, my lord, the matter is plain, and it requires no great pene. 
trntio11, to discO\'er in this relation, inte1 mixed with fa hies and the most 
extl'ILvngant fa11cieR, what Holy Writ tells us of the flood, of the ark, 11nd 
of tlie preservation of Noah and his family. 

Our I 111lia11s go farther y,t, a11d after representing Noah uruler the 
name of Sattiavarti, they mi~ht have well appropriated to Brama the 
most singular ad\'enturcs of Abraham's life. Here follow some sketchea 
which ~eem to me to have a very great resP-mblance with them. 

The similitude of the names might at first sight confirm my conjt!cture. 
It is plain that the difference between Brama and Abraham is not great, 
and it might be wished that our men learned in etymologies had not 
ma,le use of others less agrePable to reason and more strained. 

This Drama, whose rrnme is so like that of Ahraham, was married to 
a woman whom all tire lndi-ans call Sarasvadi. You may judge, my lord, 
what weight this name adds to this co11jccture. Tire two last syllables of 
tire word Sarasvadi in the Indian language, are an hononrahle termina­
tion; so that Vadi answers fitly enough to our won! Madam. This 
termiuation is found in the names of se,·eral women of distinction; a.q, 
for instance, in thnt of Pa,-vtldi, wife to Rontren. Th11s it is evi,lt·nt, that 
the! two fir~t syllal,les of the word Sarasvadi, which are properly the wholQ 
uame of Brama's wife, are reduced to Sara, which is the name of Aura. 
ham's wifo. 

However, there is still something more peculiar: Brama, among the 
Indians, like Abr~ham among the Jews, has heen the father of several 
different races 01· tribes. Those two nations agree also exactly in the 
numher of those tribes. At Ticherapali, where at this time is the most 
famous temple of India, a festirnl is kept yearly, on which a venerable 
old man canies twelve chiltlren before him, which, as tire Indians ,ay, 
1·rpresent the twelve heads of the principal races. It is true, some Doc. 
tors 11re of opinion, that the said old man in that ceremony represents 
Vishnu ; but that is not the general opinion of the learned, or of the 
mnltitude, who commonly say that Brama is head of all the tribes. 

Be that as it will, I clo uot think it necessary that all things should 
exactly answer one another, in order to cliscover the doctri11e of the 
1mcient Helirews in that of the Indians; for these often divi,le among 
several persons, what the Scripture relates of only one, or else appro­
priate Lo one, what the Scripture assigns to many; but this difference, in 
my opinion, ought rnther to serve to support than to overturn our cn11-
jectures; a11d I believe that too precise a resemlilance would only make 
them liable to suspicion. 

Supposing what has been said, I will proceed, my lord, in the relation 
of what the lnclians have horrowe1l from the history of Ahraham, whethe1· 
they attl'ibute it to Branrn, or apply it to l,onour some other of their 
gods, or of theii· heroes. 

The Indians reverence the mcmol"v of 011e of their p,mite11t~, who, 
like the patl'iarch Ahrnham, went aho1it to sacriti,·e his son to one of the 
11:ods of their country. That god lrnd clemanded that \"ictim of him ; hut 
wa~ satisfied with the fotln•r's good will, ancl would not permit him tu 
put it in exec•~tion. Tht>rn nre some, IIC\"ertheh•ss, who say the chi lo.I was 
put to ,leath, hut the g·ocl restored him to lifo. 

I lrnve met with n custom among one of the rnct!s of ln,lia, whid1 has 
SUl"Jll'i~ecl me ; it is, that they call the rnce a race of l'Ohbers. Dv not 
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bPlien•, my lol'd, that, because th!'l'e is among these people 11. whole tl'ibe 
(•f rnhhers, therefore .11! thP profrs~ol's of that worthy employment are 
,rnthered into one particular hody, and thnt they have a 1wculiar privilPge 
of robbinit exclusirn to all others. 1-lprehy is only to he 11nde1'stoo1l, that 
all the Indians of the s11id rnce ,b ;ictually roh, without nny remo1·se; 
hut the misfortune is, they are not the only people to he suspected. 

After this c.leal'ing of the point, which I have thought ri>1111isite, I 
rt'lurn tom)' story. I have h,ken notice, that nmong the s11id fribe, they 
ob8er\'e tl,e ceremony of circumcision; hut it is 11ot pel'fo1·med in their 
infancy, 111Hl not till about the a1re of twenty years; no1· are thry all 
subject to it ; for ouh- the chief men of the rnl'e recei,·e it. That custom 
is ~ery ancirnt, and· it is hard to disco,·e1· whence they had it, among 
a people altogethel' de,·oted to idolatr)', 

Your lordship has seen the history of the flood and of Noah, in Vishnu 
nnd Sattiavart.i; that of Abraham, in Brama and in Vishnu; it will he 
a satisfaction to you also to see that of Moses in the same gods; and I 
am folly persuaded you will find less alteration in it than in the others. 

1'othiug seems to me more to resemble Moses than the lndi1111 Vishnu 
metamorphosed into Chrishnen; for in the first place Chrishnen, in the 
Indian language, signifies black, and which serves to denote that Chrishna 
came from a countrv where the inhabitants are black. The Indians 
add, that one of Chrishnen's nearest relations was exposed in his infancy, 
in a little cradle, on a great river, where he was in evident danger of 
perishing. He was taken up, and, being a very beautiful child, was 
carried to a great princess, who caused him to be carefully brought up, 
and afterwards pro\'ided for his education. 

I know not why the Indians chose rather to apply this accident to one 
of Chrichnen's relations, than to Ch1·ichnen himself. "Vhat shall we do in 
this case, my lord ! l must tell you things as they really are, 1101· will 
I go about to disguise the truth, to make the greater resemblance between 
the ad,·entures. Thus it was uot Chrichnen but one of his relations, that 
was bred up in the palace of a grrat princess. -·In this point, the com­
parison with Moses is defective. ,vhat follows will make some amends 
for that defect. 

As soon as Chrichnen was born, he was also exposed on a gre1tt river, to 
rleli"er him from the king's indignation, who watched the moment of bi's 
birth to put him to death. The river respectfully opened both ways, and 
would not permit its water to offend that precious charge. The infant 
was taken from that dangerous place, and bred up by shepherds. He 
afterwards married the daughters of the shepherds, and for a long time 
kept the flocks l,elonging to his father-in-law. He soon signalized him­
self, among all his co111panions, who chose him for their chief. Then did 
J,e perform wonders in behalf of his flock~, and of those that kept them. 
He ~lew the king, who had made cruel war upon them. He was pursued 
1,v his enemies, and not being a condition to withstand them, he retired 
to the sea, which opened a way for him to pass through the midst of it, 
and then swallowed those that pursued him. Thus it was he escaped 
the torments prepared for him. 

After this, ll'lto can question, but that the Indians had some knowledge 
of ,\foseg, under the name of (Vishnu, metamorphosed into Chrichnen, 
but thev ha\·e added to the know)erlge of that famous leader of God's 
pi-ople, \hat of several customs, which he has described in his bookR, nnd 
of ~Heral Jaws he established, and the observation whereof continued 
after him. 

Among thoo;e customs, which the Indians can have had from none hut 
the Jew8, a11d which still continue in the country, l reckon their fre-
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quent bathing, their clennsinl!'.s, an extraordinary horror for dead bodiPs, 
hy touching of which they helieve themselves <leriled, the distinct order, 
111111 the difference of rnces, the inviolable );,w, "'hich prohibits marryi11g 
out of their peculiar triheR or races. I should never have done did I go 
about Ito sum up all particulars. I stick to some remarks, which are 
11ot altogether so common in the hooks of the learned. 

I lrnew a brahman reclwned of great capacity among- the lncliam, who 
told me the following story, the mPaning whereof he di,! not comprehend 
himself, as long as he continued in the uarkness of idolatry. The Indians 
perform a sacrifice, called Elcium, which i;; the most noted of all that are 
performed in lnrlia; in it they offer a sheep, at it they recite a prayer, in 
which the following words are pronounced with a loud voice. lVhen will 
it he that I.he Saviou1· will be born? When will it be that the Redeemer 
will appear ? 

This sacrifice of a sheep seems to me very much to allucle to that of 
the paschal lamb; for it is to be observe,!, as to that particular. that as 
the Jews were all obliged to eat part of the victim, so the hr:ihmans, 
though they are not allowed to eat any flesh, are dispensed with on the 
day of the sacrifice of Ekiam, and obliged hy the law to eat of the sheep 
so sacrificed, and which they divide among tl•emsehes. 

Several Indians worship fire, and even their god,; have offered sacrifice 
to that element. There is a peculiar precept fo,· the sacrifice of Oman, 
by which it is ordained always to keep up the fire, and never to suff~r it 
to go out. He who assists at the Ekiam is obliged to put wood to the 
fire every morning and evening, to feed it. This nice care answers 
exactly enough to the command given in Leviticus, chap. 6, ver. 12, 13: 
"And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it: it shall not be put out; 
and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning. The fire shall ever 
be burning upon the altar: it shall never go out." _ The Indians have 
done something more in regard to the fire. They cast themselves head­
long into the midst of flames. You will think, my lord, as I do, that 
they would have done much better in not ad,ling this cruel ceremony to 
what the Jews had taught them as to this particular. 

The Indians hal'e also an extrnordinary notion of serpents. They 
believe those creatures have something divine, and that the sight of 
them is fortunate, Thus many worship serpents, and pay them the 
most profound respect; but those ung-rateful animals do not forbear 
biting their worshippers after a cruel manner: had the brazen serpent, 
which Moses showed to the people of God, and which healed by only look­
ing 011 it, been as cruel as the Indian living serpents, I question, whether 
the Jews would ever have heen tempted to worship it. 

lu fine, my lord, let us add the charity the Indians have for their slaves. 
They treat them almost as well as their own children ; they take great 
care to educate them well ; they supply them bountifully with all things; 
they want for nothing, eithe1· as to clothing, or sustenance ; they marry 
them, and seldom fail tu make them free. Does not this look as if Moses 
had prescribed the precepts we read in Leviticus as to this point, to the 
Indians as well as to the Jews? 

What likelihood is there then, my lord, that the Indians had not for­
mel'ly some knowledge of the law of Muses? What they farther add, 
concel'lling their law and their legislator Brama, seems to me e1·idently 
to remove all c\oubt that might occur as to this particular. 

Brama gave the law to men. It is that Vednm, or book of the law, 
which the ludians look upon as infallible. It is, according to them, the 
won\ of God, dictuted by the Abad11m ; that is, by him who cannot bi! mi~­
tnken, and who essentinlly tells the truth. The Vedam, 01· the law of thll 
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Ind inns, is dh·ided into four p11l't~; but 11r.cor,1ing to the opinion of several 
le"rnc>d Indian~, thel'e wns fom1erly II fifth, which has been lost by length 
of time. ,end coulcl ne,·er he 1·ecoverecl. 

Thi' lruli,cns hi"'e 11n inconcei\'11ble esteem for the l11w they h11ve re. 
cei\'f•d from theil' Brnm11. The pl'ofonnd respect with which they henr it 
repeHte<l, the choice of proper pl'rsons to reacl it, the preparntions to be 
mnde in orcler to it, 11nd an hundred more ~nch cil'cnmstances, 111·e per. 
fect.ly 11.j/;l'eeable to what we know of the Jews, in 1·,•lation to the holy 
l11w, 1111d to Mo~es who revealed it to them. 

The misfortune is, my lore!, that the respect the Indians have for their 
law is e11rried so far, that they keep it from us 11s a myste1·y never to be 
iq•proached to. l have, nevertheless, learnt enough of some of their 
duct,,.-,,, to make )'Ou sensible that the hooks of the pretended Bmm11's 
Jaw are an imitation of Moses's Pentateuch. 

The first part of the Vecfam, which they call lrroucouvedam, treats of 
the fir~t cause, and of the m11nne1· how the world was created. What tht>y 
have told me most singnlar, in rel11tion to our subject, is, that in the 
heginning there was nothing hut God and the water; and that God moved 
upon the waters. It is easy enough tu obsene how much that resembles 
the fir,t chapter of Genesis. 

I lrn,·e hl"en told hy sevP.ral brahmans that in the third book, which 
tl1ey call S:.m:ivedam, there are many precepts of morality, that seems 
tu Ill<' to ans...-er the moral prc>cepts scattered about in Exodus 

The fourth 1,ook, wl,ich they call Ad11ra11avedam, co11tains the different 
sacr,fice,- 1h~y an• lo offer, th~ qualifications requisite in the victims, the 
n"'1111er of l,u1l<li11g the temples, and the several festivals that are to be 
oJ,~,.n·, ,I. Tl,is, without much di,·i11ing, may be II notion taken from 
the book~ c,f Lt>\'iticus and Deuteronom,•. 

I II eonc!usio11, my lord, that not hi 11~ • may he wanting to the parallel, 
as 1t was on the famous mou11tain of Sinai that Moses received the law, 
so was it on the renowned mou11tain of Mahamel'OU that Brnm11 had the 
Ve,lam of the ln<liau•. This mountain of India is the same the Greeks 
called l\ll"ro,. wl,ere thev say Bacchus was horn, and which was once the 
mansion of the irods. 1'he • Indians to this day say that this mountain 
i~ the place where the Churdwms, or the several paradises they own are 
placed. 

Will it not be proper, my lord, that h,l\·ing said enough concernin,g 
MoseR and his la..-, we should add something concerning that prophets 
si~ter Miriam. If I am not much mistake11, her history has not been 
altogether unknown to our Indians. 

The Scripture tell~ us, tiiat Miriam, after the miraculous passing of the 
Red Sea, a~,;embled the lsrnelite women, took musical in~trurnents, and 
fell a danci11g "ith her compa11ions, and si11ging the praises of the Al. 
mighty. Here follows an account nothing unlike, which the Indians give 
of their famous Lakehoumi. That womim, as wt'll as Miriam, sister to 
!\loses, came out of the sea, after a miraculous rn11nne1·. Nu ·sooner had 
she e .. caped the danger, wherein ijhe had like to have perished, than she 
made a nrngnificent ball, at which all the gods aud goddesses danced to 
the m111;ic of ini,trun ... nts. 

It would Le easy for me, my lord, to leave the books of Mu~e.s, and 
running ovt'r the J,istorical books of Scripture Lo find in the trnd1t10ns of 
our lmii,,us e11ough to co11tinue my parallel ; hut I fear that too much 
exactue1ll; "·ould lie tiresome to you. I will rest satisfied with telling 
you one or t" o stories more, whiih !,ave touched me most, ,tnd suit best 
with my ~ul,ject. 

The first wl,ich occurs is, that the Indians spread abroad under the 
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mime of Arichnndiren. He was n very ancient king of Jndia, and. hatin!! 
the nnme, nml Rome few circumstanceR, will appear, rightly tak .. n, to he 
the Job of the Scripture. 

Tl,e godR met one ,Jay in their Chorcam, or pllrllrli~e of deli:!1,t. 
Devemliron, the 11""'1 of glory, presicled in that !!reat asseml,ly. Tio ere 
was present a mighty throng of gods and l('01lrlesse~; the most famous 
penitents had alHo a place there, and chiefly the ~even prime anchorite~. 

After some indifferent discourse, this q,iestiun was put, \Vhether tlH,re 
were a faultless prince among m11nkincl? Almost all the congrt'gation 
affirmed there was not one, hut who was ~uhject to many vices, an,I 
Vichouva-moutren headed that party; hut the renowned Vachichten wa~ 
of another opinion, and positively maintained that king- Aricharo,l:ren 
his disciple, was a blameless princl'. Yichouva .. moutrrn, who, being of an 
imperious temper, cannot encl urn to be contradicted, fie...- out intu a great 
passion and assured the gods that he would s0011 make them sensible of 
that pretended perfect prince's failings, if they would forsake him. 

Vachichten accepted the challenge, and it was a~reed, that he of them 
two who got the better, should resign to the other all the merits of a long 
penance. Poor king Arichall!liren fell a sacrifice to this wntroversy. 
Vicl,ouva.moutren put him upon all trials. He reducer! him to extreme 
poverty, deprived him of his kingdom, destroyed the only son he ha,l, and 
even took away his wife Chandirnndi. 

Notwithstanding all these misfortunes, the prince persi,t<•d in the 
practice of all virtue, with such an even temper as the gods themseh-es 
would not have shown, who tried him so severely, and theref•,re thi,y re­
warded him in the most ample manner. The gods embraced him, one af­
te1· another; even the goddesses complimented him ; his wife was restored 
to him, and his son broug-ht to life again. Vichouva-moutren, according 
as had been agreed, yielded up all his merits to Vachichten, who made a 
present thereof to king Arichandiren; and the conquerPd gorl, much 
against his will, began again a long penance, to secure himself, if possible, 
a good sto1·e of merits. 

The second story I have to tell your lordship cnntain;; ~omething 
more dismal, and much better resembles a passage of the life of S>1mpsoo, 
than the fahle of Arichandiren does the historv uf Job. 

The Indians affirm that theii· go(! Ramen ·once urnlertook to ronquer 
Ceylon, and though a god, he thought fit to make use of this str;•tagem. 
He raised an army of monkeys, and 11ppointecl for their general a noted 
monkey, whom they call Anouman. He caused his tail to be wrapped up 
in several pieces of cloth, ove1· which great vessels of oil were poured 
out; then they set fil·e to it, and tlrnt monkey rnnning- thronl("h the co,111-
try, among· the corn, the woods, the towns 111111 villages, fired the111 all. He 
burnt all that stood in his way, and reduced almost the whole islaml to 
ashes. After this expedition there couhl not be much difficulty in the 
conquest, and the1·e was no need of the power of a gotl to succeed iu 
the rest. 

I have, pe1·haps, insisted too long upon the conformity of the doctrine 
of the lnclians, with that of God's peu11le. I shall discharge myself by 
somewhat ahridging what I have still to add, in relation to a second point, 
which I have resoh·etl, as well as the first, to sul11nit to your discerning 
judll"ml.'nt and penetration. l will confine myself to some short reflec­
tion~, which persuade me, that the Indians, high up in the country, have 
had knowledge of the Chri,tian 1·eligion eve1· since the ffrst beginning of 
the chu1·ch; and thnt thev, as well as the i11hahitauts uf the coast, were 
instrnctecl hy St .. Thomas; and by the first disciples of the Aµostles. 

I will begin with the confused notion the ludi11ns still retain of the 
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RdorRble Trinity, which w11g formerly pre11ched t~ t~em. I l_iave ah·eady 
gi,·en your lo1·dship an account of the three pr1~c1pal Indmn gods, viz. 
Brahm:i, Vishnu, 1111d Rout1·en. Most of the Gentilea s&y, they 111·e reallr 
three ,listinct deities, nnd actually separated ; but mu1y Nianigueuls, or 
ing-enious men, 11ffirm, that those three gods, distinct in 11ppearnuce, a1·11 

in· re:.litr hut one God; that this God is called Brnma, when he c1·eatea 
and exe,:cises his own omnipotenc)'; that he is called Vishnu, when he 
presPnes creatt>d being~,and gi,·es us tokens of his goodness; and lastly, 
t.hat he takes the name of Routren, when he dest1·oys towns, when hs 
punishes the l<icked, and nrnkes ns feel the effects of his just indignation, 

But a few years a;i;o, a hrahman thus expounded his notion of the 
fabulous Trinity of the Pag11ns: ,v e are to represent to ourselves, said 
he, Goel and his three se,·eral names, which answer to his three principal 
attril,ntes, much in the nature of those triangular py1·amids we see raised 
before the gates of some temples. 

Yon are sensible, my lord, that I do not pretend to tell you this ima­
gination of the Indians answers exactly to the truth which Christians 
prof,•ss; hut, l1owe,·er, it makes us sensible that they once had a clearer 
light, and that they are grown darker, by reason of the difficulty which 
occurs in a mvstery so far aho,·e man's weak reason. 

Their fables come yet nearer in what relates to the mystery of the 
incarnation ; hut in the main the Indians agree, that God took flesh 
se1·eral times. They almost generally agree in attributing those incarna­
tions to Vishnu the second God of their Trinity, and, according to them, 
that God ne,·er took flesh, Liut he did it in the quality of saviour and 
deli,·erer of men. 

You see, m~· lord, I am as hrief as possible, and proceed to what relat€s 
to our sacraments. The Indians say, that bathing in certain ril'ers 
w,1shes aw?.y all sins, and that such mysterious water does not only cleanse 
the hody, but 11.lso purifies the soul, 11fter an admirable manne1·. May not 
that be some remmant of the notion formerly given them of holy baptism? 

I had not taken notice of any thing alluding to the holy Eucharist, hut 
a com·erted brahman made me 1·eB.ect, some yea1·s ago, upon a circum­
stance considerable enough to deserve a place here. The remains of the 
sacrifices, and the rice that is distributed in the temples to be eaten, retain 
among the Indians the name of Prajadam. The Indian word in 0111· 
language signifies Divine Grace, which is the same we expresij hy the 
Greek word Eucharist. 

It is a sort of maxim among the Indians, that he who confesses his sine 
should recei,·e pardon; Cheida. param chounal Tiroum. They celebrate 
a fe..ti,·al erer.,· year, du1·ing the which they go make their confession on 
the bank of a rirer, to the end their sins may he quite wiped away. In 
the famous sacrifice of Ekiam, the wife of him who presides is obliged to 
make her co11fessio11, to be particular in the account of her most humbling 
fault;;, and to tell even the number of her sins. 

An Indian fable, which I have been told, will farther corroborate my 
eoujectures. 

\\'hen Chrichnen was in the world, the famou1 Draupadi was wife to five 
renowned brothers, all of them kings of Madure. One of those princes upon 
a certain day, shot 11n arrow at a tree, which struck down an admirable 
fruit. The tree belonged to a penitent of great note, and had such a 
quality, that it bore one fruit every month, and that fruit gave so much 
strength to the person who ate it, that he had no occasion for any othe1· 
nourishment during the month. But the curse of penitents heiug much 
more dreaded in those remote times than that of the gods, the five brother11 
were under much apprehension of some imprecation from the he1·mit. 
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They therefore intreated Chrichnen to assist them in that dangerous 
conjecture. The god Vishnu metamorphosed into Chrichnen, told them 
nnd Drnupadi, who was also present, that lie knew hut one way to make 
amends for so great an evil, which was to make an entire confession 
of aJI the sins of their whole life; that the tree from which the fruit fell 
wns six cubits high, that the fruit would ri~e up one cuhit.in the air, as 
ench of them made their confession, and at the end of the fast it would 
fasten again to the tree, as it was before. 

It was a harsh remedy, but it must he applied, or they exposed to the 
penitent's curse. The five b1·others set their resolution, and consented 
to discover all. The difficulty consisted in bringing the woman to do 
so too, and it cost much trouble to prevail on her. "\<Vhen it came to the 
point of telling their faults, sh~ found no inclination to make the dis.. 
covery, but was for keeping her own council; however, after much earn­
est representing to her the fatal consequences of the Sanias, so the 
Indians call theil' penitents, his curse; they made her promise whatso­
ever they desired. 

Having got this assurance, the eldest of the princes began that heavy 
ceremony, and made a most exact confession of all his life time. As he 
spoke, the fruit mounted up of itself, and was raised hut one cubit at the 
end of the said first confession. The four other princes went on after 
their elder brother's example, and the same prodigy was continued ; that 
is, at the end of the confession of the fifth the fruit was exactly five cubits 
high. 

There wanted but one cubit; but the finishing stroke was reserved 
for Draupadi. After much struggling she began her confession, and the 
fruit ascended by degrees. She pretenrled she bad done, and still there 
wanted half a cubit for the fruit to join the tree again, from which it had 
fallen. It was a plain case that she had forgot, or rather concealed some­
thing. The five brothers intreated her not to ruin herself by a perniciou■ 
bashfulness, and not to involve them in her misfortune. Their prayers 
were of no effect; but Chrichnen coming in to their assistance, she reveal­
ed a sin committed by thought, which she would have concealed. No 
soone1· had she done, but the fruit concluded its wonderful ascent, and of 
itself went and clove to the branch on which it had hung before. 

With this tale I will put an end to the long letter I have taken tba 
liberty to write to your lordship. I have therein given you an account 
of what I have learnt among the people of India, formerly, in all likeli­
}1ood Christians, and fallen again long since into the darkness of idolatrv. 
The Missioners of our Society, following the steps of St. Francis Xa,·eriu·s, 
have been for a century past labouring to bring them back to the know­
ledge of the true God, and the purity of the guspel worship. 

You see, my lord, that at the same time we endeavour to make these 
wretched people sensible of the easiness of the yoke of Jesus Christ, 1ve 
also strive to serve the learned of Europe, in some measure, by the dis­
coveries we make in these countries, which are not well known to them. 
It is your lordship's part, by your profound penetratiou, and your conti­
nual conversation with men learned in antiquity, to supply what may be 
wanting on our part, 11s to whnt ligl1t we gain among these people. If 
these new discoveries be of any use for the advancing of religion, no man 
knows better how to imprnve them than you. 

I nm with the most prnfouud respect, my lord, your lordship's most 
humble and most obedient servant, 

F. BouonET, Missioner of the Society qf Jesus. 



l'ro_q,-ess of Education. 

lV.-P1·ogress of Education. 
1.-Sonoor, AT CuTTAOK, (KATAK-) 

Our chronicle of education this month proves that the good 
cause is ad,·ancing. The communication of our e11terprising 
correspondent "S." shows that iu the dark region of Orissa the 
seeds ?f sound instruction are taking root, and will, we trust, 
soon ~·1ehl an abundant and permanent harvest. The rescue 
of the K~iund victims and their present employments is one of 
those sub,1ects on which the mind rests, and is refreshed in this 
world of disorder and cruelty. Oh that such instances may be 
multiplied until the barbarities of savage life shall give place to 
the suaYities of christianized 8ociality. • 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
GE!'o'TLEIIIEN, 

While those rich in information of this kind are contributing of their 
abundance to interest and encourage the friends of educ>1tio11, perhaps I 
ought not to withhold my mite, especially as it has been often solicit. 
ed. 

Our meim~, and consequently our efforts, ~re very limited, yet we hope 
they are but the pledge and earnest of more enlarged exertions and abun. 
dant success in future years. Our educational establishment consists 
of se\'eral branches, though they are all located in our compound under 
our immediate chargr. 

First is the Engli~b school for both sexes. The avemge attendance 
of scholars in the male and female departments during the past year 
was upwards of sixty. I superintend the boys' department, Mrs. S. the 
~iris'. The school is now entering on the tl:irteenth year of its existence. 
During this long period many who have participated in its ad,·antages 
ba,·e gone forth to occupy useful station~ in society, who hut for this insti­
tution would have bad no means of obtaining an education. 

There is a hoarding department connected with this school, in which 
nine boys, chiefly orphans, were prodded for last year, who would 
otherwise. in man,• cases, be cast friendless and houseless upon the wide 
world. The number of scholars this year may perhaps be somewhat 
diminished, as the Chaplain at this station has opened a school of a simi. 
lar character. 

Still arnid,t the ever-varying character of European society, and too 
often of European institutions in Judia, it has nrnintained its efficiency, 
as tile last examination afforded gratifying proof; it is therefore earnest. 
ly hoped that it may continue to receive the support of the p1·esent 
enlightened, and liberal residents in the province, a11d from year to year 
bE handed O\'er to their successors, growing not only in age but in use­
fulness. 

S.-co11d, we have an Oriya school. In this school tl,ere are upwards of 
fortv scholars in dailv attendance. Of this number upwards of twenty 
are ·Native Christian' children. Of course the Bible and elementary 
religious books are used in tlii~ school, in addition to the usual branches 
of a nati\'e education. Two Native Christian youths in this ,lepartnient 
prosecute their studies part of the day under my superi11te11dance with a • 
view to the ministry. A number of the Christian boy,; a11d girls in this 
school are ali;o ~tudent11 in the English department. Thiij school there-
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fore consists of three clas•ee- t, the Native Chri•tian and Heathen d:1v 
schol11rs; 2, the native Christian boy,i' boarding department; 3, the girls' 
dittfl. • 

Thne are 14. hoye in the hoar1line- departmPnt, in whom we fpe] a 
pec11li11r interest. They are generally very well hehave,J and 11romi8ing 
boi•s. Wenre duily expecting an addit.ion of 14. other hoy• recentl1• rPsc11ed 
from harharoua immolntion hy thr Khunda. To those of your reader~ who 
may not have noticed the puhlishe,I ~tatemrnts respecting these shocking 
murder;i, hrought to lig-ht hy the G6m~ar campaign, it may not he unin­
teresting to repeat a few particulars. 

Jt appears to have heen the practice from time immemorial for the 
Khuntls to offer a human sacrifice to the protecting ,coddess of their 
hri/di fiel<ls. The virtims are usually atolen or purchasPd from the plains 
or some d i,tant nPighhourhood when mere children, and fattener! for the 
sacrifice. Sometimes they are kept for a number of years. ,vhen the 
p1·opitious time arrives, the poor creatures are conducted about noon to 
thP appointed spot, anrl lashed to a post firmly fixed into the ground. The 
villagers from the surrounding counti·y assemhle at the clanging of their 
barl.,arous instruments, decked out in the most frightful manner, shouting 
and dancing under the maddening influence of their Satanic revelry. At 
a signal given they rush on their devoted victim, and with 3harp knives, 
liternlly cut off the quivel'ing fieih piecemeal. They then hasten to their 
respPctive fields in order to deposit therein the precious morsel hefore 
the day closes over them. A peculiar value attaches to the posses,or of 
the first piece of living flesh, which indeed eodan,rers his life, as he is con­
sidered especially fitted for a similar sacrifice. There are various ways 
of performing, rather I should say perpetrating, these horrible orgies, to 
which it is not now mv intention to advert. 

The 14. boys here referred to, with a number of girls, were all rescued 
from this c•·uel massac1·e through the benevolent exertions of l\Ir. Ricketts, 
our Commissioner, and several officers of the 6th. As many more, I am 
informed, were rescued by the :Madras party. 

Besides these 14. boys, three of the girls are now in our native girls' 
boarding school. The personal history of.several of our little girls is very 
affecting, but I should make this communication too long were I to insert 
particulars. I will, however, just add, that one of the three rescued from 
the Khun<ls is a young woman of about 18 years of age. She was kidnap­
ped from the Boad district, when about three or four years of age, 111111 has 
been c<mfined ever since. When rescued, she was chained by the ancles, 
and in four days was to be sacl'ificed. She appears of a very mild, though 
somewhat pensive disposition, but expresses herself very happy to be 
placed among our girls. 

The whole numhe1· of scholars (including the fourteen alluded to) is 
about 100. Upwards of 40 are boarders, the rest are day scholars. 

There we1·e for several years a number of native day schools, conducted 
by Heathen masters, hut their inefficiency and our limited resources in­
duced us to close them all during the last year. 

F01· the support of all the above branches of our school, with the ex­
ception of 200 rupees annually, we n1·e dependant on voluntary contrihu­
tions. Our English school is now well supported, but for the othe1· parts 
of our establishment we greatly need assistance. Should any l,.,nevolent 
individuals who may glance over this statement feel disposed to assist us, 
their contributions will be grntefully 11ck11owledged and faithfully applied. 

s. 
••• Contributions may be remitted either dirrct to Rev. A. St1TTON 1 Cuttack, or 

Rev. J. Tu OMAS, HRptist Mis1ion Press, Cnlcutta. 
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2.-MANTPURI' RA'JA'. 

The following is from our native conespondent at Manipur 
to whom the instruction of the Maha-raja was entrusted. On 
comparing this with his former communications it will be seen 
that his pupil is advancing, though addicted to the freaks of 
infant royalty. The persevering efforts of Captain Gordon in 
this district deserve the warmest praise and encouragement of 
erery friend to enlightened principles. 

Manipur, March 25, 1837. 
Thing,; are going on now nearly the same as befort-. We had at one 

time about 30 boys, but more than a dozen of them left after completing 
their spelling-book. But, howe,•er, we ha,·e got again nearly the same 
number as before. They are all going on very well. The four paid 
pupils are going on very well. They are reading the 3rd and 4th Nos. 
Reader, Clift's Geography, and.English Grammar. Capt. Gordon gave me 
two young girls to teach them English. They are fine, clever, young gii-1s. 
I teach them e,·e1-y day at my house and accompany them into the school 
to the Maharaj&, who is glad to see them reading. One of them is a 
Brahman girl, and the other one is the daughter of the Kot Havaldar of 
Mr. Gordon's guard. Capt. Gordon has built anothe1· school-house with­
in my compound for other boys. Four boys attend with Maharaj& in his 
school. One of them is his near relation. They and the Maharaja are 
going on pretty well, and they attend with him twice a day. I truly 
regret to say that the Maharlija's nurse died a fortnight ago. She was 
sincerely and desenedly regretted by the royal family, as well as by all 
who had the pleasure of her friendship and acquaintance. She was a very 
clever and intelligent woman, and very anxious to teach the Mahs­
rlija Eaglish. She used to make him attend the school very regularly. 
In short she was ,·ery strict to the Maharlija in making him attend to his 
education. She herself had learnt much of the Spelling-book, and gave 
lessons to the l\Iaharaja at home. Since the death of his nµrse he is ra­
ther a little obstinate. 

The Regent's sons will finish the No. I Spelling-hook in two or three 
days. They translate the reading lessons very well, and a1·e now read­
ing the story of Charles and the old man in the last page. Capt. Gor­
don ,,ery frequently examines all the boys. He has lately got out 
some copies of No. 2 Spelling-hook as well as No. 1. Those boys who 
had finished their No. 1 Spelling-book, are going through the 2nd No. 

I require some books, which 1 hope you will be kind enough to send 
me a£ soon as possible; 12 copies of Murray's Abridged Grammar, 
12 copies of McPherson's Geographr of Hindustan, 4 copies of outline of 
Ancient Historr, published by Calcutta School Book Society, and a copy of 
D'Rozario'i; Dictionary, lately published, as I have got some Hindustani 
pupil.ii. 

3.-SADIYA' M1;;s10N. 
Sadiyli, March 2,t., 1837. 

I think I informed you some weeks ago that Mr. Cutter had been 
delayed in printing the tract we were upon by breaking ou1· standing 
press, hut it is now finished, and copies will be fo1·warded to you 
i111me1liately. We learn that a new first-rate press is now on its way for 
u, trom America, with the two new missionaries*, who, I suppose, will lie 
at C11lcutta by this time. 

• 1'he lltW laboren have arrived, aDd ar• DOW 011 their way to Sadiya.-Eu, 



On the Romani~ing System. 

l am glod to hear that the Ludiana miRsionaries are taking groun,l in 
fnvo1· of the Romanizing system. I am confident it is the ground which all 
1>ur missionary bodies will ultimately take. It is of no use for any miesion-
11ries to wait until the natives are ready for a change of their characters: 
this would neve1· be. The work can go on no faster than it is pw1hPA by 
foreign h11nde. I do not think the natives, however, will generally make 
nny objection, provided the thing is done prudently. In this quarter, I 
am confident, there will not be the least opposition from the natives. 
We have just received the sanction of our Board to our romanizing the 
native languages here, and they inform us that they highly approve of the 
plan, provided the natives are not opposed to it. 

I have been copying off the Vocabularies which I had on band, and I 
shall send you the originals in a few days by Captain Hannay. 

I have been able to discover scarcely any resemblance between any of 
the languages, and of course I am unable at present to prepare any article 
showing theil· affinities. They will, however, be of great value to pre­
sel'\'e, 1md I shall send them all to you as 100n as I have taken a copy. 

4<,-IMPORTA.TION OF AMERICAN 8cBOOL-BOOK3. 

It is not only important to create an appetite for a higher 
order of instruction, but equally so to provide for the newly 
awakened desire proper and nutritious aliment. We have 
on former occasions had much pleasure in calling the atten­
tion of the friends of education to importations of American 
school and other works brought to this country through the 
influence of one of India's warmest. friends. Those investments 
have always found a ready sale. We have much pleasure in 
again calling the attention of our readers to another investment, 
an advertisement of which will be found stitched up with the 
present number. These libraries and works are remarkable for 
the soundness of their instruction, the pleasing manner in which 
it is offered, the neatness of their execution, and the extremely 
low prices at which they can be procured. May they do much 
good. 

V.-On the Romanized 01·thog1·aphy of Indian Proper names. 
[We shall be happy to see this important subject discussed with calmness and 

fairness, as it involves much that is important on both sides of the question.-En.] 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR Srns, 

Many persons have testified no small surprise in noticing the 
strangely metamorphosed names of Indian towns, rivers, &c. 
as exhibited of late*, in Roman charncter:s, iu tue pages of the 

* We think it hut justice to our present Printer to allow the insertion 
of the subjoined note.-ED. 

"Of late."-C1NSt1RENs1s is respectfully reminded, that when the 
1luties of EPJTOR, and those of " Corrector" were in very different hands, 
than at present, the system, accordwg to which the " nameli of Indian 
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Calcutta Ch1-istian Obse1·ve1·. May I be allowed to offer a few 
rernarh upon this matter, with a ·view to rPmedy. as appears 
to mvself and to manv, the inconvenient. mitachievous nn«I un­
w-arr'antable practice of disfiguring to the· eye and di~gui,aing to 
the ear. the most familiar of the terms in question, by deviat­
ing from their long established orthography and pronunciation. 

It is, I believe, an admitted principle in matters of this kind, 
that the nsa~n; of the best speakers and writers should not be 
lightly departed from ;-and however capriciously that u;;,age 
may occasionally seem to have been at first detem1ined, yet, 
since it is "usus" alone 

Quem penes est arbitrium et jus et norma loquendi, 

it is clearly a violation of its accredited dictum to alter without 
paramount plea of necessity, or advantage, the long-estabfoihed 
spelling of Indian any more than of European names of places, 
&c. The conventional practice of the great body of society is 
not arbitrarily to be broken in upon even in favor of what in 
strictness may be deemed a more correct orthography. The 
adrnntages of uniformity are manifestly great, consequently the 
serious inconveniences that must necessa1·ily result from its in­
terruption should not for a moment be overlooked. 

The spelling of the names of most capital cities, great com­
mercial towns and other well-known places in all the countries 
of Europe is more or less irregular, and has been so for ages: 
yet who would deem it advisable to disturb the existing ortho­
graphy, or, if you please, cacography, on the plPa of a stricter 
adherence to the general principles that regulate the spelling of 
any particular language? \V hat po!"siLle incouvenience can 
result from French authors continuing to write Lond1·es for the 
capital of Great Britain, as the nation has done for centurie,;? 
And wLat imaginable benefit would accrue from a pedantic in­
novation that should oblige them to write it London, on the 
ground that such is its native orthography? So, should an 
Engfo,bman write or pronounce Pari or Paree instead of Paris, 
would not common sense exclaim against the absurd vanity and 
affectation of such a pretended accuracy ? 

The rule upon which all judicious writers have proceeded, is 
to take up the accredited orthography of well-known names of 
places, &c. without attempting to reduce them to a real or 
imaginary Ettandard-Lut to adhere to the strictly native spell­
ing of all others. Thus the French wl'ite Londres and Bir-

town~, rivers, &c. are expressed in the Roman character," wRs precisely 
the s11.nae as that now followed. No ch~nge whatever in this respect has 
taken place, a,; may be seen by referring to the numbers of the Obaerver 
publibhed before the commencement of the present year.-Corrector. 
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minglrnm ; the Engfo1h spell and pronounce Rome and Parma, 
&c. The serious disadvantages, for a lengthened period at least, 
that mrn1t rnsult from a various ortho,g-raphy on the one hand, 
and the puzzling often ludicrous mi .. tnkee1 and uncertai11ty that 
would be occasioned by the unaccu,;tomed exl1ibition of old 
narnt'S in new dresse,1 on the other, are positive arguments 
against a departure from the as11igned rule. 

Now, Mr. Editor, to apply that rule to India-it is admitted 
that very great inconvenience, and much perplexing doubt and 
misunderstanding have resnlted from the want of uniformity 
from the first in all our writers upon the affairs aud topography 
of India. Still, as is the case in regard to European proper 
name11, those of the most generally known places, &c. have at 
length acquired what may now and for many years past, be 
termed a settled orthography. Calcutta, Madras, Serampore, 
Chinsura, Cawnpore, the Ganges, Burrumpooter, Bengal, the 
Carnatic, &c. are so spelled almost, if not quite, universally by 
English writers, and in the current private and official corre­
spondence and Public- Journals of the day : who would not 
stare and smile to see them written Kalikata, Mandraj, Shri­
rampur, Chuuchura, Khanpur, Ganga, Bratmaputtra, Bangala, 
Kama~, &c.? Without a doubt, even the best versed in 
Indian geography would often be found at fault and not a little 
embarrassed to determine the topography intended-while 
the great mass of readers in India itself, and all without excep­
tion in Europe and America, would be abilolutely afloat upon 
a sea of bewilderment without chart or compass. 

But, Mr. Editor, this very inconvenience and, as I take it, 
most unwarrantable tasking of the great bulk of your readers, 
has of late resulted from the remarkable changes that have 
been made in Indian orthography in the columns of your excel­
lent and well-conducted periodical. I know many contributors 
as well as myself, who, on seeing their own articles in the Cal­
cutta Christian Observer, have experienced no small difficulty 
in recognizing them as such, owing to the curious metamor­
phoses of the proper names occurring in them. \Vhether 
these have been effected by your editorial labours or at the 
disc1·etion of those who have the mechanical execution en­
trusted to them, I cannot positively say; but I strongly sus­
pect from some special ci1·cumstances, that the latter alone is 
the real source of the evil iu question. '.Vere the con \·enience, 
however, in any tolerable measure really compensated for by 
the alleged accuracy, the measme would be somewhat less 
preposterous, though scarcely less ol~jectionable. But when 
we see an affectation of liternl correctness, according to an in­
digeuous standard, injuxtaposition with a blundering neglect of 
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it, we can only attribute the incongruous association of Indian 
he11ds with European tails and vice versA, io a ,veak pedantry 
that in the eagerness of its desire to support a new and favo­
rite system, owrlooks its own canons, producing a mongrel 
monster instead of a thing of either pure European alone or 
pme Asiatic orig-in. Thus, while all who are satisfied with 
what is the true end of language spoken or written, to under­
stand and be understood, are well content to write the celebrated 
Danish Indian town so long associated with the great Missionary 
enterprize of the Careys and the Marshmans, by which associa­
tion it has been rendered familiar to the quiet Christians of the 
remotest villages of England, and to the stirring woodsman of 
the " far A·merican ,v est,"-has ever been written " Seram­
pore,"-the corrector of the contributions to the Calcutta 
Clt1·istian Observer is pleased in his precipitate zeal to pre­
sent us with the euphonous nondescript Serampur ! But on 
what principle? Is it that of adapting the accredited pronun­
ciation to the new method of romanized expression? If so, it 
is altogether faulty; for it should, in that case, be written 
Serampor: or is it that of giving the native enunciation? 
Then is it still more incorrect, for it should, on the same sys­
tem, be Shrirampur. But who of mere English readers would 
disco,er the far-famed seat of Missionary toil in Shrframpur? 
This the corrector evidently felt ; yet instead of leaving well 
alone, unable to forego another hug of his bantling, cramping 
an additional swathe around its already crippled limbs, he pro­
duces the ludricrous distortion Serampur; in spite of the ora­
tion, "' si desinat in piscem mulier formosa superne;" and un­
deterred by the warning "spectatum admissi risum teneatis 
amici ?" 

I hope, Mr. Editor, we shall see an end of such puerilities. 
Depend upon it, the romanizing system is not to be advanced 
by 1mch weans; quite the contrary-they will have the sure 
effect of exhibiting it in a ludicrous and inconvenient light no 
way intriusically deserved by it. I for one, and I believe in 
agi-eement with many, rejoice in at least one result of the 
effects lately made in favor of the miscalled Trevelyan sys­
tem-an unjust misnomer, by the way, like that which robbed 
Columbus of his fame to confer it upon Americus Visputius­
and that i,i, that it will gradually, as I hope and believe, dissi­
pate for ever the crude and unphilosophical orthographies of 
1,ome erudite, indeed, though tasteless individuals among our 
ludian i;cholar", and ultimately establish one uniform mode of 
spelliug all A "iatic words in roman letters : and that the mode 
invented by that equally profound and elegant scholar,.Sir Wm. 
J uues, and which was followed by nearly all the most eminent 
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of his cotemporariee and FJucce!'lsors in the walks of Jndiaa 
literature; a sy;_item f'CJUally simple and accurate, precise to 
the ear, pleai.ling to the eye, as applicable in manuFJcript as 
in printed composition, and as universal as ii'! the use of tl1e 
roman character throughout the several countries of Christen­
dom-unlike r;ome other systems, disfigured by a deforming 
mixture of roman and italic character in the printed page,-a 
distinction impossible to be preserved in MS.-and confining 
the intellig-ence of what they exhibit to the English readers 
alone. This desirable end, however, will surely be retarded at, 
least by the pedantic innovations I have reprobated, but which 
will, I trnst, no longer continue to deform the pages of the 
Calcutta Christian Observe1·. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your constant reader, 

CJNSURENSIS. 

ON THE DEATH OF BISHOP CORRIE: 

[For the Calcutta Christian ObsertJer.] 

The following little effusion is submitted to the Editor! of the CALCUTTA. 
CHRlSTlAN 0BS~RVER, by one whose earliest impressions of that "quod rerum. 
omuium est primum," were received from the departed Bishop. 

'TwAs eve, as I wander'd remote in a dell, 
Where Himla's white summits magnificent swell; 
A sweet Sabbath stillness reposed o'er the scene, 
And shaclow'd to fancy what Eden had been. 
But Night with her mantle soon pointed to home, 
Ami bade me in musings no further to roam. 
As I turn'd to my cot, there swept on the blast 
A wailing that CORRIE from earth had just past. 
" My father!" I sighed, "with thee would I rise! 
Fo1· naught ,is now left us, but anguish and sighs. 
Yet amid the deep pangs that pierce this sad breast, 
One thought is a cordial-at length thou art blest ! 
A pilg,rim-and aged-long, long thou didst sigh 
J,'or a rest~fol' a land and a still brightel' sky 
Than mortals e'er gaze at with weak, feeble eye-
A home for the weal'y-a halm for each wound-
That land thou hast enter'd-that l'est thou hast found! 
Then peace to the form that now moulders in gloom! 
The tnimp shall awake it, immortal in bloom. 
0 I hen ! in the ranks where ·this shephel'd shall stand,_ 
l\'lnl' I 1011 he number'd ns one of the hand-
''\'lien risiug ti·ium11h11nt to dwell in thti skies, 
And clmng~ the lispings of prnyer fol" the sweet song of prai~e ! '4 

MoNT.,l.NIJ~. 

VI. ~ M 
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D1·. Cha1mers' Natuml Theology, ~ vols. Umo. 

These two volumes form the first and second of the uniform 
edition of Chalmers' works uow in course of publication. In these, 
the work " On the moral and intellectual nature of Man," for­
merly published as one of the Bridgewater Treatises, is" merged" 
with many of the Lectmes delivered in the junior Theological class 
at Edinburgh,and, thus new-modelled, forms ,'la general Treatise 
on Natural Theology-on its defects and uses-ou the fears and 
suggestions wherewith it exercises the human spirit-'-On its 
awakening power over the conscience-and, aboYe all, on the 
place which it holds as a precursor to the Theology of Revela­
tion." To some of us these volumes possess a peculiar interest, 
awakening up, in this distant land of false and fabulous supersti .. 
tion, many associatious which carry us back to the venerable 
Alma Mater of St. Andrew's, or to the Academic Halls of 
Edinburgh. The scenes and feelings of other days are vividly 
recalled. The companions aud the pursuits of youth arn again 
brought back. Many passages in these volumes recall to mind 
the impulse imparted to the youthful ardom· of many of his 
pupils, by the attractive and impressive prelections on moral 
and theological science delivered by the eloquent author. We 
remember the breathless stillness of the crowded class-room, 
while the professor expatiated, in his own peculiar way, and 
with his own unequalled and impressive eloquence, on the 
subject of the day. The kindling eye, and the moving right 
arm, which announced the commencement of some glowing 
period ;-the brightened and gratified aspect of the teacher, 
when he felt that he had arrested and was carrying along 
with him, as if by fascination, the minds of his youthful audi­
ence ;-the fervour and simplicity of his extempore explanations 
and illustrations,-all these are vividly brought Lack to the 
mind, by some of the subjects treated of in tliese volumes. 

We do not, at present, mean to undertake the difficult task of 
doing justice to the esteemed author and his opinion'! on the sub­
jects of Natural Theology, by regularly and formally reviewi11g 
these volumes. But we shall allude to certain bmuches of the 
great theme, which are_of pe~uliar interest iu the present state 
of the youthful mind 1n this country ; and a proper under-
11tanding of which might lead to the most beueficial results. 
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Many of our youth are faBt verging towardB Borne ill-defined 
systems of scepticism, or they are taking refuge under the ap­
pellation of misunderstood rationalism or Deism. There are 
many of the arguments, analogies and illustrations of the author 
of these volumes, which we think admirably adapted for clear­
ing the viewB of those who, having discovered that Hinduism 
is but a tissue of fables, would fain conclude, but without pre­
vious examination, that all religious systems-including the 
revelation of the grace of God by the blessed Redeemer-are 
alike fabulous. Nay, some pretend to go all the way of Atheism 
itself. They profess that they are uncertain about every thing 
-and that this uncertainty is increased in direct ratio with 
the importance of the subjects laid before them. It is difficult 
to deal with such people. Argument has little weight, because 
they, who pretend of all men to be the least enslaved by pre­
judices, are so much under the influence of that very thing 
which they disclaim, as that any thing like an argument in favor 
of religion is but too likely to fall with repulsive influence upon 
their ears. And are there no baptized infidels ?-men who, 
though bearing the party name of Christians, are yet so deeply 
snnk in the prejudices of ignorance or indifference, as to be 
living without God in the world. These are Atheists in the 
true sense of the word ;-for they recognize not a supreme and 
overruling Providence, in any of their ways ;-they live with­
out God in the world, and they die like the brutes that perish_ 

For the mere rationalist as well as for the Atheist, we deem 
some of the arguments and illustrations of our author extreme­
ly well adapted ; and the analogical mode in which the argu­
ments are addressed to them, is the least likely to excite, pre­
maturely, the prejudices under which their minds are too fre­
quently thralled. The great object to be gained with such per­
sons is to convince them that, individually, they are responsible 
for their conduct; for this is a subject concerning which they do 
not appear to cherish the least anxiety. They do not seem to 
think that the retributive justice of God can ever reach them, 
provided they can only adopt such a system of belief, or rather of 
unbelief, as will prevent them from thinking aboutjudgment,­
eternity,-a future state of happiness or misery, or any of those 
!'lubjects of high and absorbing interest which occupy the minds 
of mankind in general. To convince the sceptic that he is 
responsible for his scepticif-m ;-to bring home to him the trnth 
that eYen the Atheist himself is amenable to the sovereign 
decrees of that God in whom he believes not,-is surely a point 
gained. For if we cannot convince a man that he has around 
him any indisputable marks of a Great First Cause-a presidin(J' 
and all-powerful Deity-we are aLle to convince him, on th: 

~ M ~ 
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grounds of his responsihility, that l1e ought n.t lt'nst tn e ntt'rtain 
the qnestion, and seek diligently after God-if lrnply he may 
find him. 

The ,rhole work is divided into five books-nn<l in the first 
of these, which is preliminary, the anthor is occupied in clear­
ing his way to the main subjects of his theme, by g·etting rid of 
"the injurious metaphysics" which have been i11tro1luced Ly 
frieuds as well as by enemies. In the first two clrnpters of 
the book he has "endeavoured to show what those incipient,­
'lhose rndimental tendencies of the human spirit are, undet· the 
'guidance of which," those who seek after the fullest dis­
eonries that can be n1ade of God, " are carried onward in the 
path of inquiry." The author seems almost to fear, that read­
ers of '· quick and powerful understanding, and whose taste is 
more for the profound than the palpable,'' may be nauseated 
by what they may think the "superfluous illustration" of these 
chapters. But we rejoice iu such illustration. It is admirably 
adapted for explaining the subject, and fixing it deeply in the 
minds of young people. Let the illustrations be varied again and 
again : if they are in close analogy with the argument, more 
benefit will be imparted to the great body of readers by such a 
treatment of the subject, than by much elaborate and dry 
-discussion, howe.er pointed it may he. 

Those who are foud of getting into metaphysical mysteries 
may dwell much upon the obscurity of the science of Theology~ 
vhether natural or revealed. They may expatiate about the 
unfathomableness of a past eternity, and the inconceivableness 
of Her reYolving ages ;-they may grope amid the labyrinths 
·of unlimited space, and conclude that every idea connected with 
it is lost in my;,terious darkness which cannot Le explored by 
man,-and hence, concluding that the subjects of Theology 
are beyond their ken, form the opinion that the consideration 
of them i,; no Lusine,a;s of theirs. Our author dissipates ibis 
ftlt mysteriousness, Ly drawing a distinction between the 
ethics and the objects of Theology. This he does by remark­
ing, that as there are eternal truths in mathematical science, so 
are tliere eternal principles in ethical science. The whole 
question in Theology is not, What exists? For there is another 
and equally important question, \Vhat is our duty? Now the 
vrinciµles which form the basis of our duty are distinct from­
and independent of the proofs Ly which we discover the objects 
of the f'lcience. The author illustrateR this by the striking ana­
fogy which he draws between the o~jects and the ethics of 
Moral Science-and the objects or data and mathematics of 
Pby~ical Science. The Baconian Philosophy makes us acquaint­
t:<l with the facts or data of Natural Science, but the Mathe-
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matics are independent of the exi11tence of the data. We may 
be "instructed" in mathematicl'I without holding conver,ie with 
the o~jects of external nature. But should we wish to become 
acquainted with the facts of -science, we must be " informed" 
concerning them, or go forth amidst the visible and tangible 
objects around us, and by regular investigation and induction 
collect data for our mathematical dt-ductions. There may 
he however an extensive mathematical science, while the 
facts are yet unknown, ready to be applied to the discoveries 
which observation may establish. So, in like manner, there are 
"moral proprieties founded on equity between man and man"­
but these moral proprieties are not dependent upon tl1e exi.,t­
'ence of the human species. They " would remain like so 
many fixtures in ethical science, though the-whole species were 
swept away, and 110 man could be found to exemplify our con­
-clusions." 

"The proper i!iscrimination (the author ohser,·es) to he made in Natu­
ral Philosophy, is between the facts or data of the science, and the rela­
tions that by means of mathematics may be educed from these data. The 
former are asce1·tained by observation-after which no farther aid is 
required from observation, while we prosecute that reasoning- which often 
brings the most weighty and impo1·tant discot•eries in its train." A!{ain­
" It is conceivable that the objects might have remained fur ever oh,cnre 
and unknown to the observer.-Thin:rs might ha,·e been so constituted, 
as that every star in the firmament should have been beyoml the discern­
ment of our naked eye; or, what is still more conceivable, the lucky 
invention might never have been made, by which the wonders of remoter 
heavens have been laid open to our view. But still they were neither the 
foformations of the eye nor of the telescope which furnished man with 
his geometry; they only furnished him with data for his geometry. And 
thus while the objects of astronomy are brought to him from afar,-there 
enters, as a constituent part of the science, the mathematics of astronomy, 
seen by him in the light of his own spirit, and to master the lessons of 
which, he needs not so much as one excursion of thought beyond the 
precincts of his own little home. Now, what is true of the mathematical 
may he also true of the morn! relations; we may have the faculty of per­
ceiving these relations whether they be occupied by actually existent 
objects or not, or although we should be ignorant. of the objects. On the 
imagination that one of the inhabitants of the planet Jupiter had the 
mysterious knowledge of all my movements, and a mysterious power of 
guidance anli protection over me ; that he eyed me with constant benevo­
lence, and ever acted the part of my friend and guardian-I could imme­
diately pronounce on the gl'atitude and the kind regard that were due 
from me hack again: And should the imagination become a reality, and 
be authentically made known to me as such, I have a moral nature, a law 
within my heart, which already tells me how I should respond to this 
communication. The instance is extravagant ; but it enables us at once to 
perceive what that is which must be fetched to us from without, aml t11hat 
that is which we have to meet it from within. The objects ai·e either­
made known by observation; or, if they exist without the limits of obser­
vation, they are made known by the credible report 01· re,·elation of 
others. But when thus made known, they may meet with a prio1· 1,nd 
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rendy-mRile ethics in ourselves. The objects mRy be plnced be)•ond the 
limits of hnmRn experience; but though the knowledge of their existt'nce 
mu~t therefore be brought to us f1·om afal', a sense of the cor1·espondent 
mor .. lities which Rl"e d11e to them may Rrise spontnneously inou1· bosoms. 
Aft.er the mind h11s ·gotten, in whatever way, its infol'mation of their 1·e111i. 
ty-then within the little cell of its own feelings and its own thoughts 
there may be II light which m11nifests the 11pp1·opl'iate ethics fo1· the most 
dist11nt being in the uni,·el'se." 

B: following the same analogy, the author is able to "pro­
ceed, at least a certain way, in assigning their respective provin­
ces tot.he light of nature and the light of revelation." In Na­
tural Philosophy there are two great departments-the terres­
trial and the celesti:i.l. ,v e obtain the facts of' the one by 
snneying the objects around us on earth ;-we obtain the facts 
of the other by extending our observation, by means of the 
telescope, to the orbs of heaven. The one department is tran­
scendental in its nature when compared with the other ; but, 
notwithstanding, the same mathematics are applicable to both. 
\\. e ha,e the signals on mountain summits for the angular 
points of our figure in the one case-and "three planetary 
bodies that, huge though they be in themselves, shrink into 
atom, when compared with the mighty spaces that lie between 
them," for the angular points in the other case. Yet, however 
sublime the ascent may be from the facts of earth to the facts 
of heaven, the same trigonometrical principles enable us to 
make our calculations in both cases. The analogy holds with 
reference to .Moral Philosophy; (understanding the name in its 
widest sense, as a generic term, " comprehensive of the duties 
which we owe to God in heaven, as well as to our fellow men on 
earth;") for if we can understand the relations which ought to 
subsist between a benefactor and the benefitted upon earth, the 
same ethical principles enable us to explain the relations be­
tween the God who reigns in heaven and the creatures whom 
he hath made. But let us here again quote a passage of some 
length. 

" If on earth gratitude to a human benefactor is not unknown, and it 
be the uni,·eral sense of the species that there is virtue in the emotion­
if truth, and goodness, and purity, when seen in a fellow mortal, drnw an 
homage from the heart of every observer-if within the bounds of our 
world the ol,ligations of honour, and humanity, and justice are felt among 
those who Ji,·e upon it; then let a new object be set forth to us from 
hea,·en, or perhaps an ol;ject seen but darkly before, and now set forth in 
brighter mauifestatiou-let Him Le made known as the God whose hands 
did frame aud fashion us, and whose right hand upholds us continually­
let some new light be thrown upon his characte1· and ways, some new nnd 
Lefore unheard of demoustration given of a holiness that can descend to no 
cornpromis" with !>in, irnd yet of a love that, by all the siu of bis creatures, 
is uuquo,uclaable-let Him now ~tand out in the lustre of his high attl'i. 
Luteo, with each shedding a glory upon the other, yet mercy rejoicing over 
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them nil-let thie Being, nt once so lovely ancl AO venerahle, he Pxpountied 
to our view, DR the Father of the human family, an,I as eemling' abroad 
upon thnt world which he hath so plenteously adorned, a voice of g'eneral 
invit11tion, thnt his wandering children might again return to h i,i for. 
giveness, 1ind He again be seated in the confidence and affection of 
them 1111-it needs not that there be superadded to our exiHtiul! ethics 
some new principle, in order that we may be enabled to meet this nP.w 
revelation which is addressed to us. From the nature of man as he i~ 
already constitute,!, there might go back a moral echo to Him who thus 
speaketh to them from Heaven, and they might only need to look upon 
the new manifested Deity, that their hearts may feel the love, or their 
consciences may attest the obedience, which are due to Him. 

And the1·e is nought to baffle our ethics in the infinity of God, or in the 
distance at which he stands from us. Only grant Him to he our benefac­
tor ancl our owner; and on this relation alone do we confirlently found 
our obligations, both of gratitude and service'. Just as there is notl,in!al", 
either in the mighty distance 01· overhearing magnitude of the sun, that 
baffles our mathematics. The magnitude of quantity does not affect the 
relations of quantity. It only gives a larger result to the calculation. 
And the s;ime is true of the moral relations." 

From the distinction so clearly drawn by the author, it is 
manifest that to find out whether there are duties incumbent 
upon us of a higher range than those which subsist between 
man and man, we have not to go in quest of new pri11ciples, 
but only to ascertain the facts. Should we, by any improvement 
in our instruments of observation, ascertain the existence of some 
new planet, the mathematics already known are sufficient t«;> 
enable us j:,o calculate its elements; and in like manner should 
any unknown benefactor be revealed to us, nowever far beyo'nd 
the range· of our present experience or knowledge, the ethical 
principles which we now possess would enable us to explain 
the relation between him and ourselves. The Baconian Philoso- . 
phy is applicable, whether in natural or moral science, only in 
the question of facts. In mathematics or in ethical principles it is 
ofno service. The truths of these sciences, from whatever source 
they first originated, are already known, and capable of being 
applied to any new relation which induction may disclo:,;e to us. 

From this argument the author infers that although the ob­
jects of Theology were not only very partially, but e\'en totally 
unknown to us; "though a screen utterly impervious were 
placed between the mental eye of us creatures here below. aud 
those invisible beings by whom heaven is occupied,-st.ill we 
might have an ethics in reserve, which, on the screen being in any 
way withdrawn, will justly and vividly respond to the ol\jeds 
that are on the other sidfl of it." Hence the universally ac­
knowledged existence of a sense of right and wrong mno1;g- all 
the most celebrated wi·iters of antiquity: and it i,,: to this princi­
ple that the Apostle Paul alludes, when he speaks of the Gen­
tiles lmviug the law written upon their hearts. They might 
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know less of the objectF\ than they would have done, had a reve­
lation hel'n ~riven to them; hut even they knew the ethics 
whiC'h wot!ld be immediately called into play by the knowledg; 
of the oh,1ects. It hence follows that men, as they are now 
constitnled, are laid under an imperative obligation, by the 
mere probability, or even the imagination of a God. 

It is the author's object in the second chapter to considei· 
the 1rnture of this duty, and, in commencing, he makes 
the important distinction that, what is right under certain 
moral relations, supposing them to be occupied, is one con­
siderntion ;-and what exists in natm-e or in the universe 
to occu P: these relations, is another consideration. Nature 
111a: enable us to pronounce upon the fhst, without ena­
Lling us to pronounce upon the second. The evidences for 
the t110 are quite different. The evidence for the first is based 
upon :-ixiomatical irnths,-that of the second must be obtained 
Ly ohserrn.tion or information. In commencing the inquiry then, 
in ltow far Nature is able, under her own guidance, to discover 
tbe ol1jects of the science of Theology, the author remarks, that 
•· without a glaring contravention of the principles of the expe­
rimental philosophy, we cannot recede to a farther distance 
from the doctrine of a God, than to the position of simple 
atheism." And what is the utmost that the atheist can say? 
Not, certainly, that the existence of God is disproved; but only 
that to l1is satisfaction it has not been proved. ":J'he atheist 
does not labour to demonstrate that there is no God ;-but he 
labours to demonstrate that there is no adequate proof of there 
beiug one. He does not positirely affirm the position that God 
is not ; but he affirms the lack of evidence for the position 
that God is.-His verdict on the doctrine of a God is only 
that it is not proven. It is not that it is disproven. He is but 
au atheist. He is not an antitheist."-The distinction is most 
important. For the most rigid Baconinn cannot settle in dis­
Lelief; he can only settle in ignorance or unbelief. His own 
principles will only permit him to doubt on the subject; they 
will uot permit him to assert his disbelief. If unwarranted, by all 
the amc,uut of proof before him, to pronounce that God is-he is 
pqnally unwarranted hence to conclude that he is not. Becamie 
he caunot see any traces of God within the nar.row range of his 
own ,,ision, he must .not presume to affirm that hence there are 
110 traces of him throughout the boundless fields of immensity. 

Reuie,o. 

"Because, through our loopholes of communication with that small 
port iu11 of external uature wl,ich is before us, we have not seen 01· ascer­
taiued a God-must we therefore conclude of even, unknown and unt1"0d­
de11 1•ast11ess iu this illimitalile universe, that no Diviuitv iM there i' 01· 
l,ecau,;e, tlirough the liriefi.ucc .. ssions of our little clay, the11e heavens have 
1iut ouce Lrukeo silence, is it therefore fur us to speak to all the period~ 
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of thnt etel'11lty which is behind us; and to say, that never hath a God 
come forth with the unequivocal tokens of his Pxistpnce? Ere we can 
say tlutt there is a God, we must have seen, on that portion of nature to 
which we have access, the print of his footsteps; or have had direct inti­
mation from himself; or heen satisfied by the authentic me11"•1rii<ls of his 
converse with our species in former days. But ere we can say that there 
is no Goel, we must have roamed over all nature, and seen that no mark 
of a divine footstep was there; and we must have got intimacy with every 
existent spirit in the universe, and learned from e.ich, that never did a 
revelation of the Deity visit him ; and we must have s\farcherl, not into the 
records of one solit.ary planet, but into the archives of all worlrls, anrl 
thence gathered, that throughout the wide realm~ of immensity, not one 
exhibition of a reigning and living God ever has been made. Atheism mf:;ht 
plead a lack of evidence within its own field of observation. But Anti­
theism pronounces both upon the things which are, and upon the things 
which are not within that field. It breaks forth arnl beyond all those 
limits, that have been prescrihed to man's excur,iive spirit by the sound 
philosovhy of experience, and by a presumption the most tremendous, e,·en 
the usurpation of all space and all time, it affirms that there is no God. 
To make this out, we should need to travel abroad over the ,urrounding 
universe till we had exhausted it, and to search backward through all the 
hidden recesses of eternity; to traverse in every direction the plains 9f 
infinitude, and sweep the outskirts of that space which is itself intermina.. 
ble; and then bring hack to this little world of ours the report of a uni­
vel'Sal blank, wherein we had not met with one manifestation or one 
movement of a presiding God. For man not to know of a God, he b,,;i 
only to sink below the level of our common nature. But to deny him, he 
must be a God himself. He must arrogate the ubiquity and cm.ni.science 
of the Godhead." 

From aU this it is manifest that even the atheist cannot rid 
himself of the imagination of a possible God ; and " the very 
idea of a God in its most hypothetical form, will I.iring along 
with it an instant sense and recognition of the moralities and 
duties which would be owing to Him." But the author goes 
farther than this, and satisfactol'ily shows that even the imagi­
nation of a possible Deity binds us down under certain obliga­
tions, which commence with the very first thought that a God 
may exist, who lives on high and showers down upon earth the 
richest bounties. To illustrate this, the author supposes the 
case of a needy family relieved by an unknown benefactor. As, 
in this case, the moral obligation of the man who has partici­
pated in the beneficence of the unknown philanthropist, com­
mences nith the enjoyment of the gifts which he has imparted; 
so, in the case of a sceptir even, under the imagination that a 
God may exist who presides over all things, there is an incum­
bent responsibility coeval with the very imagination. The 
partaker of an unknown benefacto1·'s kindness not only lies 
unde1· the obligation to manifest his gratitude to his patron, 
when known ;-but he is also bound to seek after him that he 
may lay before him the blessings and grateful feelings of the 
objects of his bounty ;-and the guilt of ingratitude is greatly 
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aggravated, if the object of a, benefactor's chal'ity basely refuses 
to embrace every favorable opportunity which is presented to him, 
for discovering the disinte1·ested patron, who has clothed him 
with plenty in the day of his poverty and distress. So it is the 
dnty of ma.n-enn although the existence of God were not fully 
prO\·en-to go forth in the diligent search which, for aught he 
knows, may disclose to his view the Author of every good and 
every perfect gift-the being who, for aught he knows, has 
brought him " forth from the chambers of non-entity," and given 
him "a place and entertainment in that glowing territory, which 
is lig-hted up with the hopes and the happiness of living men." 

"re cannot resist the desire to quote another passage at some 
length. 

"E,·en anterior to all knowledge of God, or when that knowledge is in 
embryo. there is both a path of irreligion and a path of piety; and that 
law which denounces the one, and gives to the other an appl'oving testi­
mony, may find in him who is still in utter darkness about his origin and 
his end, a fit subject for the retributions which she deals in. He cannot 
be i;aid to have borne disrt>gard to the will of that God, whom be has found. 
But his is the guilt of impiety, in that he has borne disregard to the know­
ledge of that God, whom he was bound by every tie of gratitude to seek 
after,-a duty not founded on the proofs that may be exhibited for the being 
of a God, but a duty to which even the most slight and slende1· of presump-· 
tions should give rise. .'\nd who can deny that, antecedent to l!ll close 
and careful examination of the proofs, there are at least many presump­
tions in behalf of o God, to meet the eye of every observer ? Is thel'e 
any so hardy as to deny, that the curious workmanship of his frame MAY 

ha, e had a designer and an architect; that the ten thousand circumstances 
which must be united ere he can have a moment's ease, and the failure of 
any one of which would be agony, may not have met at random, but thel'e 
may be a skilful and unseen hand to have put them together in one won­
drous occurrence, and that never ceases to uphold it ; that there may be a 
real and a li,·ing artist \\·hose fingers did frame the economy of actual 
things, aud wbo bath so ll]arvellously suited all that is around us to our 
senses and our powers of gratification. \Vithout affirming aught that is 
positi\·e, surely the air that we breathe, and the beautiful light in which 
we expatiate, these elements of sight aud sound so exquisitely fitted to the 
organs of tl..ie human frame-work, may hal'e heen provided by one, who 
did benevolently consult in them our special accommodation. The graces 
innumerable that lie widely svread over the face of our world, the glorious 
concave of hea,·eo that is placed o,·er us, the grateful variety of seasons 
that, like Nature's shifting panorama, ever briugs new entertuinu1ent and 
delight to the ere of spectators,-these may, fo1· aught we know, be the 
emanations of a creative mind, that originated our family and p.evised auch 
a unfrerse for their habitation." 

Jn the same strain of eloquent illusb-ation the authol' goes on 
to show, tLat even the presumption that a c.-eative agent may 
exi;;t, lays upon those even who recoguize not the existence of 
decided proof, the most imperious obligation to stir themselves 
up that they may lay hold of him. We should like to quote 
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the whole of the fifteenth section of the second chapter, but we 
have already trespassed too much upon the patience of our 
readers, and must therefore rest contented with only one short 
passage more. 

"If that veil of dim transparency, which hides the Deity from our im­
mediate perceptions, were lifted up; and we should then spurn from us 
the manifested Gori-this were direct and glaring impiety. But anterior 
to the lifting of that veil, there may be impiety. It is impiety to be im­
mersed as we are, in the busy objects and gratifications of life, and yet to 
ca1·e not whether there be a great and a good Spirit by whose kindness it 
is that life is upholden.-Man is not to blame, if an Atheist, hecause of the 
want of proof. But he is to blame, if an Atheist, because he has shut hill 
eye~. He is not to blame, that the evidence for a God has not been seen 
by him, if no such evidence there were within the field of his observation. 
But he is to blame, if the evidence have not been seen, becau!!e he turned 
away his attention from it." 

Having thus established, that there is a clear principle of 
judgment, which the Almighty " can extend even to the outfields 
of atheism," the autho1· concludes that even in our state of pro­
foundest.ignorance respecting God there may be grounded three 
applications on the principle which he has established. 1st, 
" that all men, under all the possible varieties of illumination, 
may nevertheless be fit subjects for a judicial cognizance." 
2nd, that the principle which he has established has an import­
ant bearing on the subject of religious education. " For what 
is true of a savage, is true of a child. It may rightly feel the 
ethics of the relation between itself and God, before it rationally 
apprehends the object of this relation. Its moral may outrun 
its argumentative light." We strongly recommend to notice 
what the author lays before his readers on this much misunder­
stood su~ject. The third inference is, "that we may thus learn 
to appreciate the plea, on which the irreligious of all classes in 
society would fain extenuate their heedlessness,-from the 
homely peasant, who alleges the want of scholarship, to the gay 
and dissipated voluptuary, who, trenched in voluntary darkness, 
holds himself to be without the pale of reckoning, because he 
demands a higher evidence for 1·eligion than has ever yet shone 
upon his understanding. Thei1· heedlessness about an unknown 
though possible God, is just the moral perversity that would 
make them heedless of a God who had been already ascertained." 

It is manifest from the whole argument "what that is on 
which a teacher of religion finds an introduction for his topic, 
even into the minds of people in the lowest state both of moral 
and intellectual debasement." J nst as the father of a poverty­
struck and starving family stands in a certain moral relation to 
an anonymous benefactor, so do all men stand in a moral rela­
tion to God, though to them He be unseen and unfelt. And if 
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there be power in the very conception of a God to lay us under 
the obligation to seek after him, thi8 power gradually increases; 
'' it grows 1tnd gathers with every footstep of advancement in the 
liigh investig·ation." Jn proportion to the light we attain, is our 
respon)'ibility: and, if we act under the sense of this recognized 
principle, we shall find to our blessed experience, tlHit the 
assertion of the inspired prophet is true. " Then shall we know 
if TI·e follow on to know the Lord, his going forth is prepared 
a'-' the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rnin, as the 
latter and former rain unto the earth." • 

The rest of the chapter is occupied by an elucidation of the 
relation in which tl1e Natural and Christian Theology stand to 
each other. This elucidation is accomplished by means of the 
,·ery ob,ious aualog-y derived from the relation which the 
science of Terrestrial Phvsics bears to the Celestial. What the 
tele-:cope has done for Celestial Physics, the Divine revelation 
manifested in the Bible hath done for Theology or Celestial 
Ethics. And why should those who think it the highest philo­
sophical wisdom to trust more to the disclosures of the teles­
cope than the imaginings of fancy, disregard the disclosures of 
an accredited revelation of the will of God? "There are men," 
the author observes, "who can glory in the discoveries of mo­
dern science, and feel co11temptuously of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Yet so meagre, truly, is their academic theism, not­
-v.-ith!-tanding the pomp of its demonstration, that to suppress the 
cloctrines of the Go;;pel, were to inflict the same mutilation on 
tl:e high theme of the celestial ethics, as astronomy would un­
Cdgo by suppressing tbe informations of the telescope." 

Ha,ing given this imperfect view of the author's first two 
chap1.ns, we must defer any allusion to other subjects in the 
work until a future opportunity. We have dwelt thus long 
upon tha t"ery commencement, from a desire to exhibit the 
author's ~tyle of argument and illustration upon an all-import­
ant rnLject, and we trust we may have said something to 
induce many to take the earliest opportunity of perusing the 
work for themselves. ~. 

SERMONS BY THE BISHOP OF C.&LCUITA, 

,v e have been politely favored with a copy of sermons preached by the 
Bishop of Calcutta during his visitations in India. From the cursory 
glance we ha,·e been able to ,z;ive them, they appear in every respect to 
sustain the high character which he has attained for evangelical sentiment, 
folness of thoul(lit, clearness of style, and lucidoefis of arrangement. We 
hope to give them a more lengthened notice in a futu1·e number. 

SERMON ON THE DEA.TH OF BISHOP CORRIE, 

The Rev. G. Mundy, of Chins11ra, is, we understand, about to publish a 
sermon on tLe deatli of Bi~hop Corrie. The profits to be equally divided 
between the Scholar11hip to be instituted and the' Sailor's Home.' 
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ffltiitamnp anlr lltltgiaui ltdtlligtntt. 

J.-BENGAL. 
J.-MJBSJONARY MOVEMENTS. 

Indian Missions are agam indebted to the American Church. During 
the last month the following new lahourers hllve arrived from the land of 
the pilgrim fatliers :-Messrs. Bronson, Hall, and Thomas. They are 
attar-heel to the Baptist Mission. Two of the number are to proceed to 
Sadiya to join Mr. Brown, and the other to strengthen the hands of Mr. 
Day at Madras. We cordially welcome our new frien<ls, and pray that 
thPy may be long spared to labour in this ntensive district of the world.­
We are happy to hear that the Rev. J. Tomlin and family have arrived 
safely at Chirra Punji, where Mr. T. intends remaining until after the 
rains, \\ hr:n he purposes advancing to the Chinese frontier. He i;i at pre­
sent turning his attention to the Kha.sias. 

2.-GovERNMENT SANCTION OF IDOLATRY. 
It affords us the highest gratification to announce that Mr. Poynder 

brought forward a successful motion at a meeting of the Court of Proprietors, 
relative to the negligence of the local Governments of India in not enfor­
cing the orders of the Court of Directors for the suppression of idolatry in 
India, m·ging that Court to request the Court of Directors to reiterate 
their orders anddemancl their prompt execution. Mr. Poynder's motion was 
carried hy a large majority after a consistent opposition from Sir Charles 
Forbes. Mr: P. stated in the course of his argument, that the Comp:iny 
had derived one million sterling from the nefarious traffic. May we 
not say as Britons and Christians," Rivers of waters run down our eyes" 
for the abominations thus sanctioned and made a source of revenue to a 
Christian Govemment ? 

3.-ROMANJZED SCRIPTUREi. 
The Committee of the Calcutta Auxliary Bible Society resolved. at their 

last meeting to publish the U'rdo new Testament in the Roman character. 

4.-BETHEL }'LAG AT MouuraIN. 
The Bethel Flag has been hoisted at Moulmein for the first time, by 

the American Missionaries. May it never be struck until every sailor·s 
heart shall become a temple for the :\'Jost High to dwell in! 

5.-THE PLAGUE. 
This fearful scourge is on the borders of the Company's territories, 

spreading desolation and death on every side. Sanatory measures are being 
adopted to mitigate its vi1·ulence, and stay its progress. '\Ve wish it were 
in our power to insert an excellent Minute of Sir Charles Metcalfe, on the 
subject. It is well worthy the serious attention of every class, and reflects 
equal credit on the wisdom and humanity of the Governor of the North­
western Provinces. '\Ve cannot, however, help turning the attention of our 
readers to the higher source from whence alone that power can llow which 
can effectually mitigate, stay or bless the fearful visitation. Let our prayers 
asceml to Him whose ear is eve1· attentive to the supplications of his chil­
dren-that He would arrest the Destroying Angel in his march, and teach 
the wicked the wickedness of their hearts and ways, by the exhibition of 
His chastisements rather than by their infliction. 
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6.-CRARAX Pu'H.'. 
This horrid season is past. The very recollection of the shado,va of the 

mAss of toi·ture thAt crossed our path, dut·ing these th1·ee dreadful dayR 
makes the humanity within us sicken and the religion mourn. We defy 
Am' m,m not to ~h,ulrler at such scenes. \Ve d,we the most polished 
A1h·ocate of the mild Hindus to vindicate the Chn,·ak. It is reprobnletl 
b~· nll, except the interested anrl deluded, even by Hindus themselves­
why then should it exist longe1·? It cannot be enforced if the good will 
hut unite to ut·ge its extinction by rational means on the attention of 
Go,·ernment, and in the event of their indisposition 01· inability, to send 
an appeal over the wide waters to that land which teaches humanity to 
all nat.ions, both by precept and example: there we know it will find a 
ready response, and meet with a successful issue. 

11.-MADRAS. 
The Mission e3nrlucted on the principles advocated by the Rev. A. 

Gro1·e8 and Mr. Parnell is at present located at Madras. Perhaps 
many of our readers, who have been henefitted and cheered by the spi­
rituality and zeal of Messrs. Groves and Parnell, may not dislike to 
know the princi1,les on which that mission hns been and is still con­
ducted. !\fany persons ha1•e set our good friends down as a kind of re­
ligious wanclere1·s, following the impulse of any wild passion. It affords us 
pleasure to st1tte, th~t they do act on p1·inciples which they have agreed to 
deem scriptural. \Ve le:,,·e time and p1·actice to demonstrate that their 
views are more scriptural than those of other sections of the Church. They 
rely entirely on the free-will contributions of the whole Church; disap­
prtn·e the puh;i,hi1111: of their labours, or of acknowledging the receipt or 
expenditure of monies as is now done by public religious bodies. They 
disapprO\'e the continuance of a Mission beyond five years in one place 
if 110 siirus of repentance are manifested-and advocate the operative and 
brotherly union of all the members of Christ's body-and think that the 
Gospel is to be preached as a witness only and then shall the end come. 

111.-BOMBAY. 
The Rev. Joseph 'Wolff has arrived at Bombay in the Hugh Lindsay. 

We thought ere this he was discussing the truths of Christianity in the 
enl'irons of Timbuctoo. As Mr. '\Volff' has again found hie way to the 
continent of India, we advise him to visit the Karens. We think he is 
more likely to find a portion of the ten tribes there than in the wilds of 
Africa. We are sorryto learn that Mr. Wolff's health is very much im­
paired by his labours. 

IV .-EUROPE. 

1.-DEATB OF DR. RIPPON. 
This aged servant of Christ has at length entered into his rest. He 

was upwards of 60 years Pastor of the Baptist Church formerly under the 
care of Dr. Gill. He was the compiler of a volume of Hymns and Tunes, 
which for many years obtained a very extensive and deserved popu­
larity. He was a man of moderate natural abilities, but of deep piety 
aud useful preaching talent. He was eminently favo1·ed in the con­
version of souls, and was one of the first to excite a feeling on behalf of 
British ~eamen, many of whom were converted hy his ministry and join­
ed his religious community. He was one of the last of a race of men whoRe 
11ames an<l active virtues will be th& chief ornament of the age in which 
tiu,y lin,d. 
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2.-RoMAN CATHOr,,c B1BJ,E SocIETY ! ! ! 
We understand that the first Roman Catholic Bihle Society has been 

formed in one of the Swiss Cantone. This is a remarkable phenomenon­
it is opposed to one of the bulwarks of the Popish Church, that the laity 
should not read the scriptures without priestly aid, or at least that they 
shoulcl not rend versions made and circuJ,.ted by Protestant Heretics. 
We hope the mrmia will Rpread, for it will do more than centuries of con­
troversy to weaken the already tottering system of the 11fan of Sin. 

3.-TeE EMPEROR OF Russu. 
We have considerable satisfaction in announcing, that the Emperor 

Nicholns has expressed his regret at the expulsion of the Missionaries 
from Russia by the ukase mentioned in our last. He is, though at the 
head of a despotic government, completely the puppet of his arbitrary 
and crafty nobles, who, it appears, on this occasion had imposed upon 
him br representing the Missionaries as at the head of a conspiracy just 
on the point of breaking out. The report containing this untruth 
was brought to him, signed and attested, ancl the ukase expelling them 
for his signature, at the same moment. He had no alternative. He 
has, however, not only expressed his regret, but his hope that in twelve 
months they should be restored to their stations with increased protection. 
,v e are not envious of such a crown: all cro,vns are heavy enough save the 
unfading one ; but such an one, thus pressed by an iron hantl, must be in­
suppo1·table enough. 

The same correspondent informs us, that the effo1-ts of evangelical 
labourers have not been in vain near the Russian metropolis; as there are 
at this time not less than 4,000 Bible Christians in the vicinity of St. 
Petersburgh ready to avow their faith in Jesus on the first opportunity 
that shall call for their testimony. 

4,.-BASLE SEMINARY. 

At the last anniversary of this interesting and useful institution for 
the education of Missionaries, not less than fifty applicants presented 
themselves for Missionary worlc, forty of which had predeliction for In­
dia. We regret that the directors could not accept more than twelve, 
owing to theil' limited funds. A large majority were from the little 
kingdom of Wirtemberg,-a kingdom containing about a million and half 
of inhabitants,-less than that of London; but from which about two­
thirds of all the Missionaries in the world have been supplied . 

.5.-ENGLISB SEIIIINARIES. 

We sincerely wish that the same spirit existed in ou1· English E1•angelical 
Colleges, but we fear it does not; for in a letter recently 1·eceived from 
one of the heads of these institutions, he laments that there is but little 
disposition on the part of the students to devote themselves tu Mission 
work. Nor are we without our app1·ehensions that the bitterness of poli­
tics and unholy strifes are withering the fai1· blossoms of the Missionary 
spirit ; and still more, that the arch enemy is availing himself of this war 
about things that perish, to further bis cause; for the same letter states, 
that not less than nin-.ty young men of the Catholic per~u<Jsion had njfered 
themselves as Missiortariesfur Chin<1 alone. This leads us to speak again of 

THE DUTY OF THE CeuRCB IN INDIA. 

In our last it appearnd, that America could do nothing for the spiritual 
wants of Bengal. England joins in the cry. But Germany has men:­
He1·e are forty youn!a\' men re11,dy for the work-shall they stand still for 
want of funds 01· a field ? No! let the Church in Iudia arise, Wlite, 
and send for these devot~d youths, and support thaw as her own. 
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,09s 75,6 87,0 16,'< N, ,066 77,0 88,2 77,0 N. ,990 79,5 90,8 78,3 N. ,972 78,9 87,5 78,0 N. 

29,950 76,3 82,5 72,7 w. 29,920 78,0 90,0 76,6 w. ,834 80,2 91,S 61,2 w. ,826 B0,2 88,2 81,5 w. 
,930 76,6 !'5,8 77,8 ~•. ,900 78,3 91,0 79,0 w. ,826 a,,,5 93,2 81,8 w. ,612 80,2 89,S 81,3 w. 
,942 78,S 66,S 'i9t w. ,936 80,0 90,S 81,4 w. ,876 BO,~ 94,6 84,0 w. ,&76 80,9 92,0 83,2 w. 
,982 78,3 P.6,2 7s,· w. ,951 79,3 92,0 84,0 w. ,896 83,2 96,2 87,3 w. ,876 82,3 93,5 85,5 N.W, 

. 10,000 79,3 87,0 61,S N,W, ,97f- &0,2 93,8 66,7 N.W. ,890 82,9 9!1,4 86,.'! w. ,b70 82,5 95,5 86,2 w. 
29,950 77,0 68,2 81,6 w. 10 .. ti 79,1 95,0 86,5 w. ,860 81,8 101,0 88,s w. ,840 81,5 97,B 87,5 w. 

,976 so,o 91,9 78,5 N.W. ,940 so,s 98,5 83,5 E. ,868 85,0 100,0 85,2 s. ,850 82,8 95,2 &6,5 s. 
,914 62,8 90,4 82,5 w. ,BB0 63,7 97,0 85,0 s.w. ,796 87,5 98,5 86,d w. ,770 87,5 97,o ~5,0 w. 
,850 82,5 87,8 e:1,1, s.w. 1830 63,[. 95,7 85,2 w.s. w. ,778 84,5 100,0 88,5 w. ,7,'t2 83,8 84',2 8?,7 N.E. 
,950 83,0 81!,ll 83,l s. ,938 83,5 94,3 86,6 w. ,676 84,8 95,0 88,3 9. w. ,854 84,9 95,0 as.a s. w. 
,95,1 62 6 67,:- 81 ,& s. w. ,938 84.,0 92,5 8J,b s. s. w. ,8911 66,5 92,0 s4 18 s. w. ,870 86,8 90,3 83,9 s. w. 
,926 113'.o 88,2 81,& s. w. ,Slit 8!,8 93,i 6~,o s. w. ,852 B6,6 92,5 88,o s. w. ,836 86,0 91,e 87,3 s. s. w. 
,932 82,9 S6,!I 7!'1.c s. s. w. ,910 84,0 91,5 s0,2 s. s.·w. ,840 E6,3 90,2 83,8 s. s. w. ,816 85,b 88,6 82.7 s. s. w. 
,9~2 e1,o E6,f:: 7~,f w. ,92& 83,3 90,9 B0,5 w. ,85/i 6-l,0 98,0 88,5 w. ,838 83,9 96,0 B7,9 w. 
,678 82,0 94.U 84,0 w. ,s66 s•.~ 9a,o 87,3 N.W. ,fO~ 86,~ 100,0 89,5 N.W. ,No 85,2 98,1 ~8,7 w. 
,850 62,8 91,0 81,' w. ,826 83,5 96,0 83,0l N.w. ,760 84,5 95,2 83,5 N. W. ,;20 BJ,~ 92,8 83,5 N. W. 
,848 83.0 91,6 s2,o N, ,B20 85.3 96,0 84,9 N. ,756 85,0 99,3 88,3 E. ,Ho 8~.P 95,~ 87.~ E. 
,8761 83,0 84,0 111,5 w. ,aao e::s,o 87,0 I 82,7 w. ,792, 83,5 93,6 86,2 w. ,770 83,6 90,5 87,0 w. 
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CHEAP LIBRARIES AND REWARD BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS, 
TO BE PROCURED AT 

Mr. OsTELL's Library, 11ear St. Andrew's Church, Calcutta. 

INTERESTING WORKS FROM BOSTON. 
Rs. As. 

197 Memoirs of Howard the Philanthropist, by Js. Baldwin Brown, 12mo. cl., J 5 
199 Christion Fellowship, or the Church Member's Guide, by James, 12mo. cl. 2 
199 Jay's Christian Contemplated, 12mo eloth, ............... . : .. .. .. .. . . 3 
200 Aids to Devotion, including Watt's Guide to Prayer, 12mo. cloth, ..... ,. 3 
201 Selections from Theological Lectures, by Rev. W. B. Collyer, I 2mo. cl. o 
202 Remains of the Rev. Richard Cecil, by Pratt, 19mo. cloth,............. 3 
203 Hall's Help to Zion's Travellers, 18mo. cloth,......................... 2 
204 The Travels of True Godline"9, by Keach, I 9mo. cloth,.. . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. 2 
205 Thomas a Kempis's Imitation of Christ, IBmo. cloth, . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . 2 
206 Abbott's Mother at Home, ISmo. cloth,.............................. o 
207 --- Child at Home, 18mo. cloth,......... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :i 
208 Malcom's Dictionary of the most important names, objects, and terms 

found in the Holy Scriptures, 18mo. half bound,..................... 9 
209 Memoir of George Dana Boardman, late Missionary to Burmah, 18mo. cl. 2 9 
210 Memoir of Roger Williams, by J. D. Knowles, 12mo. cloth,............ 2 12 

From Philadelphia. 
ll30 A LIBRARY, consisting of nearly 300 volumes of approved Works, pub-

lished and prepued under the direction of the American Sunday School 
Union, designed for Schools, Juvenile l\nd Family Libraries, and General 
Reading, and compactly fitted np in a box, with Descriptive Catalogue, 
&c. Eve1·y volume is neatly half-bonnd, lettered, and numbered on the 
back, the numbers corresponding with the catalogue for convenience of 
reference. A few sets, price each,...................... . . .. . . .. 150 o 

In addition to nearly the whole of the undermentioned, from Nos. 211 to 329, 
each Library contains a variety of interesting works, of the general cha­
racter of which the following may impart some idea : 

Youth's Friend, 6 vols.-Letters on Ecclesiastical History-Help to the Gos­
pels-Life of Dnvid-Brief Outline of the Evidences of the Christian 
Religion-Alliene's Alarm-Life of Alliene-Help to the Acts of the .!pos­
tles-Urquh11rt's Memoirs-Anna Ross-Manners and Customs of the 
Delaware 11nd Iroquois Indians-Life of John Knox-Christian Pilgrims 
-Benefits of Early Religious Instruction-Religious Fashion-Mission­
ary Worthies-Youthful Memoirs-Scripture Illustrations-May Day 
Walk-Mabomed Ali Beg-Child's Library, 8 vols.-Short Discourses, 2 
vols.-Touch Not, Taste Not-S. S. Psalmody-Story of Samson-Bow 
in the Cloud-Best Frien<I-Hadapah-Infant's Magazine, 5 vols.-Even­
ing Walk-Little Story Book-Good Son-Sisters-Christ our Saviour 
-Sergeant Dale-Scenes in Georgia-Hymns for Infant Minds-Prayers 
for Children, &c. &c. Ilic. 

The follo1oing art sold singly, at the prices affized. 
111 Life of George Washington, ISmo. half bound, ....................... . 
Jl2 Life of Mrs. Judson, late Missionary to Burmah, ISmo. half hound, ... . 
213 Life and Writiags of Mrs. Harriet Newell. lBmo. half bound, .......... . 
214 Life of John F1·ederic Oberlin, Pastor of Walb11ch, Umo. half bound .... . 
215 Memoh·s of Augustus Herman Francke, 12rno. half bound, ............ . 
216 Pierre an(\ his Farnily, or Story of the Waldenses, 19mo. half bound, .... . 
217 My Grnndfatber Gregory, 12mo. bnlfbound,.. .. . .. .. . ........... . 
21S History of the Philadelphia Orphan Asylum, and an Account of the Fire 

by which 23 OrphRns were burned, ...................... , ........... . 
219 The Week Completed, ISmo. half bound .................. ,.•• .. ,•••••• 
220 Biblic11l Antiquities, (a Summary of,) 2 vols. 18mo. half bound, ..... •,. 
226 The Captive in Ceylon, per dozen, ........................ •, • • • • • 
227 Child's First Alphabet of Bible Names, per dozen, ..... ,, .. ,.••·, •, • • .. 
228 Ten Commandments, per dozen, ............................... , , ... . 
229 Chiltl's Scripture Lessons, in rh.yme, with Prayers, &c. per dozen, ...... . 
235 Simple Rhymes for Little Children, ................................. . 
237 Memoir of Rev. W, Wmd, oue of the Sei·ampot·e Missionaries, half bound, 

0 
I 0 
I 0 
0 10 
0 12 
0 14 
0 10 

0 6 
0 8 
2 0 
0 6 
0 6 
0 6 
0 6 
0 l:l 
0 li 



238 Bible Anccdon-s, hnlf bound, .... ".. . . . • .. .. • . . . . . . . .. . ..... , .•..• 
239 Bibi, Histories. hRlf bound,........ . . . . . . . . . . . ............. , ... , , . 
240 Life of Philip Mel•ncthon, l,11lf bound, ... , .......... , ............... . 
242 History of .lohu Wise, R poor Boy, half bound,. ........ , ........ , ... . 
N3 Ba,l Bo~·•s Pro~ress, l1R1f bound, .................................... . 
244 Memoir of .lRne F.. J. Taylor, half bound, ........................... . 
245 Evenin!! Recrentions, 11 series of Di•logues on the History and Geogrnphy 

of the Rihle, 4 vols. hnlf bound,...... . . .. . . . . ...................... . 
246 Shepherd of SAiisbury Plain, by Hannah Moore, hRlf bound, ........... . 
251 Hi•mns for Infant Minds, hRlf bound, ........................ , .... .. 
25~ History of the Patriarch AbrRham, hRlf bound, .................•...... 
253 The First Day of the Week, half bound, .............•...............• 
254 The Last <l•y of the Week, hRlf bound, .............................. .. 
255 Yono,r Free-thinker ReclRimed,. .............................•....•. 
258 Christian Martyrs. hRlf bound, ..................................... . 
259 Lives of Clemens Roman us, Ignatius, and Polycarp, half bound, ...... ,. 
260 Fi,·eside Conversations on the Bible, half bound, ...................... . 
261 Memoirs of C11ptnin James Wilson, lu11f bound, ...................... .. 
262 Memoirs of the lRte Rev. Samuel Pe11rce, and a brief Memoir of Mrs. 

Pearce, half bound, ............................ , . ., ................ . 
2fi5 Sketches of Moravian Missions, half bound, ......................... . 
2~6 Life of Col. James Gardiner, by Or. Doddridge, balfbound, ........... . 
267 V.'ioter E"ening Conversations on the Works of God, between a Father 

and his Children, .................................................. . 
26S History of the Sandwich Islands, &c. half bound, .............. , ..... ., 
2f,9 Life and Travels of St. Paul, with colored map, half bound, ............ . 
273 Life of l\f ose~, by G. T. Bedell, half bound, ........................ : .. 
278 Vie"·s of interesting places in the Holy Land, with a brief Sketch of the 

Principal Events associated with them, .............................. . 
279 Simple Scripture Biographies, half bound, ........•................... 
280 Small Alphabet Cards, per dozen, ................................... . 
286 New Reward Tickets, per JOO, ...................................... . 
289 Picture Reward Tickets, per JOO, .................................. , •• 
290 Red Reu·ard Tickets per 100, ...................................... .. 
292 Sunday School Hymn Book, ...................................... . 
294 Hymns on Cards, per dozen, ....... ·- .............................. . 
295 :!liew Sunday-School Hymn Book, ................................... . 
296 Sunday School Minute Book, 4to, .................................. .. 
29i Sunday School Receiving Book, .................................. .. 
298 Quarto Roll Book,.. . ............................................ . 
299 Improved Roll Book for Superintendents of S. Schools, ............... . 
300 Improved Class Book, for Teachers' Minutes, for 2 years,., .......... . 
301 Ditto Ditto, for I year, ............................................ .. 
302 Ditto Ditto, in leather, ................................ , ............ . 
305 Rules for Sunday Schools, per dozen, .............................. .. 
306 Teacher's Gnide for Sunday Schools, by J. A. James, hnlf bouud, ...••• 
30i Teacher's Manual, by W. F. Lloyd, half bound, ..................... .. 
308 Sunday School Library Record, designed to keep the Librarian's Account, 

Jong folio, ....................................................... • • • 
309 Blank Admission Tickets, per dozen, ...................... , ........ .. 
311 Nature.I History for Infant Schools, colored plates: 

:Ko. I, Classes of Animals; 16, Tree-Frog; } Per set} 
2 and 3, The Sheep; 7 and 8, Fishes; of 12 
4, Domestic Fowls; 9, I o, and I I, Insects; Nos 
5, Frog and Toad; 12 Humble Bee and Wasp; • 

912 Vegetable Cards, Nos. I and 2, each card, ........................ , , • • 
313 Union Questioos on Select Portions of Scripture, vols, I to 7, ..... ,. • • • 
317 Tnfe.ot Lessons, printed on large sheets, per dozen,. .............. , .. .. 
319 Lithographic Prints and Lessons, on large Cards,. .......... •· ...... .. 
3,0 Scripture Prints, colored, with Lessons, on Cards, ....... , .•• , ••• , •• •, 
325 Counting Cards, for Infant Schools, on large size, each, ........ ,., .. ,•• 
32fi Lessons for I ofant Schools, half bound,.. . . . . .. . . . . . . . ....... , ..... . 
327 ~cripture Prints, colored, oblong Ito. half bound, .....•• •, .. • • •. • • • •. 
328 Ten Commandments, on Cards, per dozen, ............ , .• ,•.•• , , •• , , , 
329 Descriptive Catalogue of Books, -published by the American Suodoy 

lScllool Uuioo, half hound, ........................ , ..... , .......... •· 
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THE J<'OLLOWING NEW PURLICATIONS OF TH"E SUNDAY ~CTH)OL UNY.­
ON HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE LAST SHIP FRO:111 PHILADELPHIA. 

363 Hi•tory of Little John Merry, per dozen, .......................... .. 
36-l Nnrrntive of the Conversion of John Price, per dozen, ................ . 
366 Infant Library. 

Part I:-
Lost Child. 
African Woman. 
Lord's Dav. 
Glass of Whiskey. 
Child in the Bulrushes. 
Fighting. 

Part 2:-

Isaac. 
Who loves Children ? 
Sunday School flny. 
------Girl. 
Little Prayer for Little Children. 
My Father. 

Loaf of Bread, The Stills. 
The Drowning Boy. -- Sahl,:ith-Breaker. 
Be neat. Re"d Rnrl you will know, 
A Visit to Father. The Best Child. 
The Sower. Cain. 
,Heaven. How to he saved. For both Parts, 

366 Pearl of Great Price, ............................................... . 
367 Sin found out, ................................................... . 
368 The DyinJ? Robber,.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . ..................... . 
3F9 Lord's Prayer Explained... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ........................ . 
370 Poblications of the American Sunday School Union, 7th Series, in 13 vols. 

uniformly hRlf bound,......... . ................................... . 
371 Memoir of a Little Boy who died in Wiltshire half bound, ............. . 
272 Father's Stories :-

Lost Mother, } 
Boy an:l Butterfly, half bound, ......................... . 
Baby in the River, 

371 Beware of the Dog? or what is Faith? half hound, ................... . 
374 The Cloud, or Look beyond it, half bound, ........................... . 
375 Filial Obedience, half hound,.......... . .......................... . 
376 John the Ploughman, half hound, ................................... . 

-.. 377 Susan Brookes, or where there's a will there's a way; half bound, ..... . 
378 Happy Death of William Green, half bound, .......................... . 
379 The Murdered Mother, half bound,.. . .................. ., ......... . 
380 The Last Days of Emma, half bound, ............................... . 
381 A Memoir of Louisa Winter, half bound, ............................ . 
382 The Morning Walk, half bound, .......•.................... : . ....... . 
383 Spoiled Children, half bound, ...................................... . 
384 The First Commandment, half bound, ............................... . 
385 Life and happy Death of Selina Pugh, half hound, .................... . 
386 The Autumn Walk, half bound, .................................... . 
3S7 A Mother's Tribute. half bound, ........................... ~- ....... . 
388 History of Betsey Green, a Sunday Scholar, half bound, ............. . 
389 The Brazen Serpent, a simple illustration of Faith, half bound, ....... . 
390 The Sunday School Anniversary, half bound, ......................... . 
331 Alice and her Mother. half bound, ................................. . 
392 Alice Brown, or the Patient Sufferer, half bound, ..................... . 
393 Memoirs of a !Rte Offioer, half bouncl, ............................. . 
394. The Anchor, with Sketches of the Lives of Jer. Ewart, Jas. Montgome-

ry, anrl G. T. Bedell, half bouncl, ................................... . 
395 Memoirs of Jan~ C. Judson half bound, .............................. . 
396 The OrphRn, or Louisa Curtis, half bound, .................... , .... . 
397 The ~•formed Family, half bound, ......... , ....................... . 
398 The First M1tn, half bouud .......................................... . 
399 The Life and Prophecies of Jeremiah, half bound, ..................... . 
400 Olive Smith, half bound, ........................................... . 
401 Travels nhout Home, 2 vols, half hound, ............................. . 
402 Memoir of SusannRh Eliznbeth Bingham, half hound, ................ . 
403 A Pustor's Counsel• to the Young. hnlf bound, .......... , ............ . 
404 The Life of John the Baptist, the Prophet of the Highest, half bound, .. 
40~ The First F11Jsehood, hnlf uound, .................................. , .. 
406 The Life of tile Apostle John, half bound, ............................ . 
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407 The Youth's Friend, 1835, hnlf bound, ............................... . 
408 The Life of Elisha, hnlf bound, ..................................... . 
409 The Life of Elijnh, half bouncl, ...................................... . 
410 History of the Oris~a Mission. By Amos Sutton; hnlf bound, .... , ... . 
411 History of the English Baptist Mission to India. By Baron Stow, 

half bound,................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
612 OmRr; designed to illustrnte the Jewish History, from B. C. 63 to the 

Birth of Christ; half bound, ...................................... . 
413 Elisnmn, or the Captivity and Restoration of the Jews; half bound, .. .. 
414 Child's Scripture Question Book, half bound, ...................... ,. 
415 Alphabet Spelling Cards, per dozen, ................................ . 
416 Scripture Texts, with Verse, (52,) ................................. .. 
417 The Spiritual Help, (Miniature size,) ................................ . 
416 The Titles of Christ, selected from Scripture, (ditto,) ................. . 
419 Youth's Monitor, a Daily Text for the Month, (ditto,) ............... . 
420 Daily Text, with Verses And Hymns, (ditto,), ........................ . 
421 Sacred Gems, (ditto,).. . . . . . . . ......................... • • • • • • • • • .. . 
422 Ewing's (F. A.) Bible Natural History, or a Description of the Animals, 

Plants, and Minerals mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures. Cuts, IBmo. 
cloth, .................................. • ................... ; ..... .. 

423 Edward and Miriam, a Tale of Iceland, half bound, ......... . 
424 Sister Mary's Stories:-

1, Kindest Friend. , 4, Orphan Girl. 
2, Blind little Lucy. .~, Redemption. 
3) Zingee, the Hindoo Girl.· 6, Wonderful Redeemer; halfbonnd 

425 Kindest Friend, half bound, ........................................ .' 
426 Blind Little J.ucy, half bound, ............... , ..................... .. 
427 Hind90 Girl, half bound, ........................................... . 
428 Orphan Gil'I, hRlf bound, ......•....... , ............................ . 
429 Redemption, half bound, ......... .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
430 Wonderful Redeemer, half bound, .................................. .. 
431 Rud~ Boys Reformed, per l O CQpies, ............................. , .. .. 
432 Sailor Boy and his Bible, per ditto, ........................... , ..... .. 
433 Andrew and his Wbip,.per ditto, ................................... . 
43~ Ride on the Caff, p'er ditto, .... ,... . ............................... . 
435 The Lost Tongue, per ditto, ....................................... . 
436 Tbe Choctaw Girl, per ditto, ....................................... . 
437 The Sinful Laugh, per ditto_,,!, ..................................... . 
438 The Better Home, per o_jtto, ....................................... .. 
439 Union Hymns, 32mo. half bound .................................. .. 
440 ------· - , bound in plain sheep, .............................. . 
441 ------, ancl'lettered, .................................... . 
~42 -------, gilt backs, .. ;....... . . . . . . . . . . . •............. • ... . 
443 --------, morocco, tucks, ................... ............... . 
444 -------, morocco, gilt ba""s, ...............•.. , .. . . . . .. . 
us ------, calf, extra, gilt edges, ............................. . 
446 Portfolio of Animals, containing fine colored representations of-

The Lion. The Camel. 
-- Horse. -- Beaver. 
-- Buff11lo. --Dog. 
--Engle. 
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With Descriptions, oblong folio, full bound,, ........ , .... ,. • . . . . . . . . . 8 c, 
ANNUALS-1837. 

449 The Union Annual, for 1837, with the followinl!' Plates, elegantly en­
l!'rRved: 1- Evening Prayers; 2-View of the Buildings of the American 
S. S. Union, Philadelphia; 3-The Stubborn Child subdued; 3-Lake of 
Gennes11ret: 'l-Thoughtful Child; 5-The Patriarch's Joy; 6-Brokeu 
Rose-bud ; handsomely houncl, with gilt le11ves,.... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 O 

449 Ditto ditto, in extra bincling,........................................ 5 0 
450 The Evergreen, for 1837, emuellishecl ns follows: I-Child at Prayer; 2-

Pnlm Tree; :i-a Fnther's Counsels; 4-The Peacock; 5-Egyptian Mum-
my; 6-Sukotyro; 7-Cape Cut; 8-Hindoo Deities; neatly bound in 
morocco cloth,.... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. I 8 

451 Ditto, bound inmorocco, ........................................... II O 

(1~ Par/ie, orderi11yfrom this list will killclly give the Nos. as well as the na"1ts 
9/ !lie -books req11freil. in order, as much as possible, lo prevent mistakes. 

Drilisli Librury, Ta11k Squa,·e. 



CALCUTTA BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 

At the request of the Committee of the Cal_ 
cutta Bible Association, we respectfully beg 
leave to invite your attention to the claim 
which we conceive that Institution has upon 
the favorable consideration of the Christian 
Public. This Association was formed in the 
year 1822 for the purpose of co-operating with 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the Calcutta Auxiliary, in promoting the cir­
culation of the Holy Scriptures, particularly 
in Calcutta and its environs. The experi­
ence of 15 .years has proved the usefulness of 
the Institution. It appears from the last 
Report of the Association, that since its forma­
tion it has been instrumental in bringing into 
circulation no less than 48,085 Bibles, Testa­
ments, and single portions of the Holy Scrip­
tures, that during the same period it has con tr i­
buted and paid to the Treasurer of lhe Auxi­
liary Society, the sum of more than 40,000 
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Rupees, partly for Books purchased at the 
Bible Depository, and partly as free contribu­
tion~, and that by supplying gratuitously most 
of the Societies established in Calcutta for the 
propagation of the Gospel, and the education 
of Christian and Native Youth, with the copies 
of the Holy Scriptures required by them, it 
has proved a valuable Auxiliary to the cause of 
Christian Benevolence in general. The follow­
ing are the principal Societies which have 
been thus assisted by the Calcutta Bible Asso­
ciation: The Benevolent Institution; The Ar­
menian Philanthropic Academy; The Marine 
School; the European Female Orphan Asylum; 
the Bethel Society; the Ladies' Society, and 
the Ladies' Association for Native Female 
Education; the Bengal Christian School So­

ciety; the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel; the Calcutta Auxiliary Church Mis~ 
sionary Society ; the Calcutta Church Mis­
sionary Association; the Calcutta Baptist 
Missionary Society; and the Bengal Auxiliary 
to the London Missionary Society. The Arme­
nian Community, and very many Native Stu­
dents of the various Culleges and Schools in 
Calcutta and its vicinity, have also during the 
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past year been supplied with the Holy Scriptures 
through the instrumentality of this Association. 

The total amount received from the Christian 
Public for the purposes of the Association 
during the past year is Co. Rs. 2,361-12-9, and 
the balance in favour of the Association at the 
close of the preceding year was Co. Rs. 68-5-4, 
the amount therefore at the disposal of the As­
sociation has been 2,430-2-1, of which 2,182-6-1 
has been paid on account of books obtained 
from the Bible Depository, and 247-12 for 
printing the last Annual Report, Peada's 
wages, and other unavoidable expenses. The 
cost price of books obtained is 3,662-11-0, 
there was therefore at the commencement of 
the present year the sum of 1,480-4-11 due to 
the Society from the Association. 

The Committee would observe that according 
to the Divine purposes revealed in the Word of 
God, the world is to be converted,-they would 
also observe, that in the same Divine Record it 
clearly appears, that this great work is to be 
brought about by the instrumentality of Divine 
Truth, and the sanctifying and enlightening 
influences of the Holy Spirit. The dissemina­
tion of the Record of Divine Truth is the sole 
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object of this Association, and the Committee 
feel justified in entertaining the most steadfast 
hope, that the blessing of Almighty God will 
rest upon the use of that instrument which he 
has himself appointed. In this confidence the 
Committee desire to carry on their operations 
during the present year, and while they would 
earnestly solicit the '.friendly co-operation, and 
the contributions of all sincere Christians, they 
would desire to depend solely upon the grace 
and blessing of Almighty God in the prosecu­
tion of all their future undertakings. 

We beg to subscribe ourselves, 
Your most obedient Servants, 

T. SANDYS, Bible Secretary. 
G. PICKANCE, Minute Secretary. 
J. M. Vos, Cash Secretary. 

Calcutta, April, 1837. 




