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CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

No. 62.—July, 1837.

I.—Description of the Khunds or Khundhas. By Mr. W,
Brown.

[Continued from page 168.]

To the Editors of the Caleutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

You having intimated in the article prefixed to my first paper on this
subject, that you would be glad to receive any further information illus-
trative of the habits and character of these mountain people 1 shall
have much pleasure in forwarding to you any information calculated
to interest either you or the public. It is desirable whilst exercising,
as the British Government does, a direct or indirect sway over the
people of this vast peninsula, that they should be acquainted with all the
branches of the Indian family ; but some difficulty will ever exist in acquir-
ing an extensive knowledge of these mountain tribes, who from their
positions and habits of life are seldom or ever brought into contact with
their neighbours of the plains; and even where intercourse doestake
place it is usually under circumstances unfavorable to an intimate ac.
quuintance, An inroad of these mountaineers, or, as in this case, a
hostile invasion of their retreats constitute nearly all the opportunities
we have yet had of studying their character. In this paper there will be
frequent reference to the subjects noticed in my former communication,
but they will be illustrated by other incidents, and several things not men.
tioned there will be introduced here.

1 have obtained a small vocabulary of words, to which I have attached
the correspondent Oriya terms written in the Oriyd alphabet, there being,
as formerly noticed, no written character amongst the Khunds themselves.
There is one peculiarity, and that is that the numerals, as far as twenty,
the extent of my present knowledge, are, with some slight difference of
pronunciation, the sume as those used by the Oriy4s.

‘This vocabulary obtained on the spot, if it present a fair sample of the
Khund lauguage, shows that it is essentially different from that of their
neighbours of the plains; this almost entire difference shows that the
Khunds are an original people, and that they never formed a part of the
Indian family around them. They are a distinct race distinguished by
a peculiar language, by singular customs, and by strange usages purely
national,

The construction of the sentences, judging from the few we have been
nble to collect, seems formed in a manner somewhat similar to vther
eastern languages. There appears to be, according to this list, about one
word in thirty Telinga, These are doubtless inported, there having been
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some occasional intercourse between the Khunds and the people inhabit-
ing the Khimedi district. Out of about seventy words I have discovered

about seven or eight used in Orissd. The compound word ézjzﬂa g, used
e

here for tobacco, is used for the same thing in these hills. By means of the
Oriya or the Roman character a literature might be easily created amongst
them, and thus be made the instrument of much good to this miserable and
wretched race. How desirable such a sequel to the distressing war which
has so lately desolated their unhappy country ! If ¢ the battle of the
warrior and garments rolled in blood” be the harbinger of civilization,
literature, and finally, Christianity itself; we will be thankful to Him of
whom it is written, that though ¢‘ elouds and darkness are round about
him, yet justice and judgment are the habitations of his throne.”

Human sacrifices is a subject which has justly excited horror amongst
all classes of the community, and that such barbarities should have been
carried on for ages in a country claimed as subject to British sway, with-
out even the slightest intimation having escaped, is matter of just surprise,
That such monstrous crimes as the Meria pzjd should have been practis.
ed with impunity so near our civil and military stations, may well excite
astonishment and that instinctive horror and disgust which we feel in cases
of systematic and cold-blooded murder. The Sati and Ghdt murders are
supposed to have been perpetrated with the consent of the unhappy and
misguided partics themselves. Here nothing of the kind is even pretend.
cd ; the Khunds claim the right to kill simply on the ground of having
purchased the victim. Altheugh 1 gave some account of the manner of
sacrifice in my first paper, I consider no apology necessary for introducing
the subject again, as the circumstances here narrated are derived from a
different quarter ; but though they differ in detail, they yet illustrate and
confirm the main fact.

The following is the substance, with a slight omission, of a statement
made by a native Khund and written by a gentleman on the spot. A
similar account has also been shown to me by another person. The fact of
cutting or chopping the victim whilst living, is a ecommeon practice in their
sacrifices ; and this testimony, coming from the mouth of an eye.witnesy
of these deeds of darknmess, cannot fail to be a valuable addition to the
testimony already before us. What a picture of human nature does it
convey, 'coming as it does from those who were themselves perpetrators of
these horrid deeds! This is man without moral cultivation and the benign
influence of religion.

Manner of Sacrifice.

On the day for worshipping the goddess of the carth all the males fast,
and all the people proceed to the jungal.to bring'Guman wood which
they place in their houses; on the following day birds are made out of
this wood : on the spot on which the sacrifice is to take place a post is
erected, and near it a hole is dug, into which the blood of a pig killed by
the priest is thrown®. The priest does not eat with the people during
the festival. The flesh of the pig is cooked and eaten by the Khunds.
The priest receives a fowl and some rice near the post, which he
cooks and eats close by. After the people have had their food, the
images of birde are placed over the doors of the houses of the village.
Should the person to be sacrificed be a grown person, chains are put
on his legs, but not usually on children. The whole people .th.en
drink till they hecome intoxicated ; after which the head of the victim
is anointed with oil, and the Khunds apply their own hands and rub

* Sometimes, it is said, the victim is smothered in this blood.
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the oil on their own heads. They then bring the images of Lirds and
dance in front of the victim, saying “ We have bought you from your
parents, they have received your price: we are going to sacrifice yon.”
On this a bambu about fifteen cubits long is brought, a bunch of pea-
cock's feathers and a cloth are tied round it, when they begin to dance,
After this the priest proceeds to the village boundary and digs a hole ;
the victim being led round the boundarvy, accompanied by the as-
sembled Khunds, he is conducted by the priest to the post and bound:
the priest then strikes him with an axe, which is the signal for all to
attack him. The Khunds with their axes cut off the flesh and limbs
piece-meal, and carry the pieces to their respective villages, togethier
with the images of the fowls: the latter are placed on posts in the
villages, which posts are annually reneweil for the sacrifice, at the foot
of which the flesh of the sacrificed victim is buvied. The following
day the people all assemble again: a buffalo is then brought, its legs
are taken off at the knee, it is left there; and on the third day they
return, and those who have taken pieces of the sacrifice secure pieces
of the buffalo, which they cook and eat. They then return to their
liomes and do no work for four days, as it is supposed the flesh of the
sacrifice would rise above the earth during the time. Another sacrifice
is performed in cases of disease. An intended victim having been brought
forward, the Malikas of the neighbouring villages assemble the villagers,
and at the height of the disease paja is performed. The ohject of this
pdja, which takes place at any time, is said to be to propitiate the goddess
Satchri.

It has been observed, that the flesh of the sacrificed victim is buried
the same day, and that four days are supposed to be ominous: should
the flesh of the victim rise during these days, or should it by any means be
exhumated, or the person who buried it do any work during the preseribed
period, Satchri will be disappointed, and a bad harvest will be sure to
follow. The color of the haldi will be bad, and every sort of rural
prosperity will, for the year, be at an end. There must, therefore, be
the greatest punctuality in the observance of these rites; the least
failure or mistake on these subjects would be fatal to the nation,
deprive them of the expected harvest, and throw all their calcula-
tions of the future into the utmost doubt. * Unless the earth be duly pro-
pitiated, and unless sacrifices,”” say they, * be duly performed, how can our
trees bloom with the bluossoms of nature ? and how can the fruits of
the season he brought forth ?” All again would be barren, the earth
would again lose its stability, we should be in want, in darkness, and
SOFTOW.

Burning the dead.

The corpse is taken to the place appointed for that purpose, accom-
panied by the relations of the deceased person: the body being burned,
they return home. On the following day rice is placed in all the old
chattis of the place, which are then deposited near the spot where the
corpse was burned. On the following or third day, the relations, hav.
ing bathed, proceed to the place again, cook their rice in new chat-
tis, and bewail their loss. 'T'he priest anoints them with oil, saying,
“ Your grief is gone from this day.”  After eating their rice they
return home: a buffalo and fowls are killed, and the friends of the
deceased feasted on them. To the priest rice and a fowl are given as
a present. On the following day a new cloth and a new corn-fan,
(sip,) a broom, and some rice are taken to the place where the de-
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ceaged was burned, and the people say, “ We did not kill you ; you died ;
the spirits desiring it.”” They then depart, and should any flv or insect
light upon the cloth it is folded up in it, otherwise a fly is canght and
taken to the house from whence the people (being relations of the decess-
ed), came, and is placed in a movtar for pounding rice. A fowl is killed,
and the liver placed near it. The persons present then address the fly,
saying, “ Remain with us as a safeguard; if | go to the jangals follow
me, let not a tiger kill me.” Then the iusect is released ; they eat their
food, and the priest departs, having received rice and a fowl.

Allusion has been made in this paper to priests, who appear to officinte
in the marriage ceremonies and at the public vearly sacrifices deseribed
above. It seems, that there is one connected with most of the villages.
Sume say, his office is hereditary, and others say, he is only appointed
to the office ; but in either case, he is a person of note, guarded by certain
immunities not common to other men. Ilis own village cannot lawfully
punish or disgrace him for any crime, he must be complained of to the
Malika, or superior of the mitd or district, who being of superior dignity to
uny in the village council, is thought to be more proper for taking cogni-
zance of crimes committed by one ““ not in the roll of common men.” There
are some stories told of these men, not very pleasant either to tell or hear ;
but I suppose justice is to be done even to these blood-stained monsters of
the hills as well as to others: and as I never heard these tales from the
Khunds themselves, though I have examined several, I forhear to record
them, assured that these wretches have enough to answer for without any
one’s unnccessarily increasing the number of their offences.

That they encourage human sacrifices and perform the most prominent
part in these detested rites, there can be no doubt ; and the existence of
such a race of professional murderers can hardly he supposed to be consis-
tent with the welfare of any people, whatever the dispensation may be
under which they may live. Let the friends of Christianity, of educa.
tion, and of moral improvement pray for and determine on the destruc-
tion of these horrible sacrifices; and the inhuman wretches, who for
selfish purposes now support the practice, will be confounded, and this
horrible iniquity will hide its head. The cry of British humanity has
caused the fires of the Sati to be for ever extinguished. The same won-
der-working power, the detestation of a Christian and powerful people
publicly expressed, will shortly penetrate these desolate hills and secluded
valleys, and innocent blood, till now shed with impunity under the
awful sanction of a cruel superstition, will forever cease to flow : truth
and mercy will triumph over deception und cruelty ; through the breadth
of the land shall be spread the knowledge of the Lord, and the terrible
Meria Pidja be exchanged for the holy institutions of the religion of the
Bible, and the blessings of civilized life.

The manner in which these victims are obtained, though alluded to
before, may perhaps admit of a more particular description. Two or three
anecdotes tending to illustrate the practice may probably be interesting.
A number of Pannéds being out in search of victims, and having ar.
rived in the neighbourhood of Sambhalpur came to a place where a
family vesided, amongst whom was a youth somewhat deficient in under.
standing.  The unnatural parents and relatives, perhaps, fearing that
he might become a burden to them, sold him for a small sum. He
was ordered by his relations to go into the jangal in search of cows,
When he was alone in the jangal, the men wiom he had seen dis.
coursing with his relatives aud giving them money seized him, informing
him he was sold, took him away, placed him in a boat, and couveyed him to
the Khund country, where he remained till rescued by our army. Some



1831.] Description of the Khunds. 341

persons have been kidnapped, or trepanned, by being included in
agreements professedly made on other subjects, and these same persons
hive been astonished to find themselves sold or bartered away without
the least suspicion or concurrence on their own parts. A man guing
with his brother from the lowlands to one of the Khuund villages,
was thus fraudulently disposed of.

The circumstances ns stated to me were these : —Having arrived at a
Khund village, one of the brothers went to transact business, whilst
the other brother remained near the tree outside. After having
waited till he was tired, he went inte the village, and found to his
astonishment that he had been included in a bargain, by his unna-
tural brother, and he was immediately seized by the people as a
Meria. The wife of the man who was sold, hearing of the sad con.
dition of her husband, went to the place of his captivity, and endea.
voured to obtain his release.  She found this could only be done
by giving in exchange her two children. This, it seems, she actually
did, and obtained her hushand’s release. It will be very satisfactory to all
the friends of humanity to be informed, that these two children were after-
wards rescued and given up to their parents. The persons whose in-
famous business it is to obtain victims, are sometimes spread abroad over
the neighbouring districts, for the horrid purpuse of collecting persons for
sacrifice, who ave kept for the appointed season. All ages, all conditions,
female or male, are alike eligible for their horrid purpose. Thus are
these wretches marauding the surrounding neighbourhood, securing some-
times by purchase, sometimes by fraud, and, doubtless, sometimes by force,
the destitute, the wanderer, or those uncared-for by unnatural relatives.
The thags nre said to respect cerdain classes of persons, whom they
exempt from their murderous grasp; but from the fiendish grasp of the
murderous Meria.hunter, no age, no sex, no guilt, no innocence, can
form an exemption. More bloody than Moloch, and more terrible than
the Druids of old.

It is not perhaps possible to form an estimate of even the probable
amount of sacrifice in the different mdtds. I have seen one account of
the numbers said to have been rescued on the Mudras side, but it is to be
feared that the numbers rescued bear no proportion to the numbers still
in captivity.

The heartless and reckless manner in which the Khunds view the whole
of the bloody and horrible rites is best told by the following anccdote :—
In consequence of there being no literature amongst them, every thing is
trusted to memory ; mistakes must, therefore, frequently arise in accounts
even in the simplest forms of business. Euch village or mita in turn,
according to immemorial custom, furnishes a Meria. A short tiine back a
mistake arose as to who was to furnish the next victim. This dispute was
entered into with precisely the same feelings with which they would have
entertained the qnestion of furnishing a goat, or a hasket of rice, or any
other common article of sale or barter. The business was viewed as a
common transaction, and the contending parties agreed to refer the matter
to future arbitration.

The religion of this people must necessarily be involved in darkness,
and the information obtained from themselves must appear conflicting,
and even contradictory; but this is often the case even amongst ourselves
——every one giving his own opinion, and thus creating difficulties in the
mind of the inquirer. This country being also separated into districts,
and subject to no efficient general government, ranging, as the people
do, the mountain and plain with those notions of independance natural to
the savage breast, it is not to be wondered at, if different districts do differ
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in their opinions, and customs, and if the statement which exactly applies
to one should require modification when applied to another. Still there
are some striking and peculiar characteristics amongst the Khunds as
to religion. Htis a universal opinion adopted by these people that thereis a
superintending providence, a sort of retributive interference on the part of
sume invisille and superior beings. who watch with constant attention the
actions of man, and preside over the ceremonies of such a religion us
they possess,  Respecting  future existence they have some notion, for
the founder of their nation is said after death to have appeared to the
first people of tleir race, and ordered the horrible sacrifices so often
referred to in this and other papers. They lelieve in a plurality
of gods. Of moral virtue such a people must have but few notions,
and these of the most rude, contracted and imperfect kind. In religious
matters there are shades of difference approximating to the opinions
of the people near whose territory any particular part of the Khund
country may be. In that part of the hills which 1 visited, no temple
rises to vary the scene, no house dedicated to worship ; but in the parts,
approaching to Boad, and the valley of the Mahinaddi, [ am told temples
begin to appear, and deities are found whose names partake somewhat of
the Oriya language. This sort of resemblance is easily accounted for by the
admixture, which is the consequence, where two languages and two nations
meet without a natural boundary between them to keep them distinct.
There is a strip of land lying between the Mahdnaddi and the mountains
occupied by the Khunds, and here the Oriya language and religion prevail
as far as Sambhalpur. This strvip of land is, I believe, in many places
not more than a mile or two wide, or from that to a few miles in width. It
is not just here, but in the midst of the hills, far from the Mahdnaddj,
that you find the Khund character, manners, and opinions completely
developed. Like other savages their religion seems to consist in a general
notion of spiritual agency, and in the performance of certain rites pre-
scribed by the customs of their country. It is hoped that day will ere
long dawn upon them, and that not many years will be suffered to elapse
before a change will take place amongst even the barbarous Khunds, whea
that religion which gives a new heart, and renews a right spirit, shall
be embraced even by them, and the dominion of true knowledge have in<
fluence in this stronghold of cruelty and vice.

There is a subject not yet touched upon,—~—the predatory habits of
at least some of the Khunds. Muakhalinga is a district immediately
above the Ghits, at the top of a pass of the same name, embracing several
considerable hills and intervening plains, and overlooking the lowlands,
presenting a fine view of the Ghumsora territory.

The inhabitants of this division of Khundistdn have long been infa-
mous for their predatory habits,—their thieving and even murderous
propensities. They sometimes privately rob the person of the traveller,
Sometimes they kill, but more frequently not, 1 am told, because plunder,
not blgod, is their object. One of them talking to me, very naturally says,
““ Why should we kill if we get what we desire without ?”’ To obtain
what is another’s is their ohject; this dene, they do not destroy, unless in
revenge for private offences, or unless serious opposition is made. Their
robberies are more frequently what are called, I believe, in India dgkditi,
or by & sudden inread into a district or village, carrying off such
plunder as they can find. When an attack is to be made, some-
thing like an African commando is got up. They assemble those who are
swift of foot, and strong of arm, the young and active. The leader
and his followers, each armed with their country weapons, the battle-axe,
and the bow, proceed down the passes of the mountains, or it may be into
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a neighbouring Khund district, and with haste seize, to use a favorite
phrase of their own, whatever they like best, which happens unfortunately to
be just those things which their neighbours also most esteem—property
of the solid kind. After seizing cattle, rice, instruments of husbandry,
and such materials as are used here, they retire with all the speed
possible to a ‘“ spoil-encumbered foe.”  Unlike the Arabs or Indians
of the Pampas, none are mounted, but all travel the plains aud range the
mountain-top, the leader and led alike on foot. The booty being secured,
they wait not for an attack, and thus usually no battle ensues. Frays, [
am told, sometimes occur, but not often.  These dékaits will appear in a
particular quarter, without the slightest previous information of their
approach having reached the other party. ‘They appear also in such num-
bers that no force likely to be on any particular spot, without previous
arrangement, would be able to oppose ; and thus before any notice can be
given to the surrounding country, or a force collected, these active persons
ure secure in their own district. Thus desolation and misery are left
behind them, and the poor and deprived people alone remainto tell the tale.

During the late campaign, while a detachment of the 6th (Madras N, 1.)
was stationed at Ganzsbad, situited ncar the Mikhalinga pass, an attack
was said to have been made upon a sentinel, which shows the adven.
turous disposition of the people in this district. Sometime during the
night three Khunds, armed in the way common to the country, attacked,
cut in several places, and finally dragged the sentinel from his post into
a neighbouring field. Some of the chiefs, lately taken and tried by
court-martial, had been a day or two before executed very near this
military station. The bodies of these unfortunate and misguided
men were still hanging. ‘The object of the attack upon the sentinel,
I believe, is commonly supposed to have beento secure the bodies of their
executed friends and carry them off. I have had occasion to notice before
how tenacious the Khunds are of securing the bodies of their dead com.
panions, and that some risks have been run by them to gain their purpose.
The version of the story, as given by the sipdhi himself was this: —Three
armed men of the country during the night came suddenly under the cover
of darkness upon him, dragged him from his post, wounding him, but said,
that they did not wish to kill him, but insisted on his pointing out the
commanding officer’s tent, as they wished to take him, they said, and
hang him beside their dead companions. This would have been no
doubt agreeable enough to their feelings, but there are some difficulties
in admitting the sipahi’s story ; but whatever might be the object of the
attack, which is not material to this narrative, the attack itself upon an
armed sentinel within the limits of a camp, and within a few yards of
a whole detachment, and that too by only three men and those without fire.
arms, is a circumstance which illustrates the daring character of the M-
khalinga people. The predatory habits of these people are not only admit.
ted as a general characteristic, but are attempted to be accounted for in
the following extraordinary manner.

Legendery Tale.

Many ages back, say they, one of the fathers of our nation, reputed as
a great man in his day, went into the jangal for his own pleasure, In
the course of his rambles in the jangal he found a wonderful bird, which
he contrived to secure and tiake home. After this, the bird produced an
egg, and from this egg again was produced a man remarkable for lLis
diminutive size. ‘This little man being ingenious, produced an image as
remarkable for beauty as the muker (was for the smallness of his
stature. Our fathers were greatly astenished, and wondered much what
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to do with it: at length it was determined to carry it to the Ghumsora
rdja. ‘T'he rajé, as was expected, was greatly pleased with the image, und
took it for his own use, at the same time asking what favor he conld
bestow upon the Mikbalinga people for so lLenutiful a present.  The
people perceived this favorable opportunity, and said, O great king, we
desire liberty to take what we like hest.” The rajd. intent upon cona
templating the image, or not considering the consequences, gave them
permission to take and possess what they liked best. I'hus, say they, we
take what we wish where we can find it ; why should we not—it is our pri-
vilege to do so ?

At the time that I visited this district the villages were in ashes, and
the wretched inhubitants with their destitute families were lingering
around the spot where they and their fathers from time itnmemorsial had
resided. 1 went down amongst them alone, and knowing their predilecs
tion for tohacco, carried some cigars and gave them away. The: spoke
Oriyd, and I discoursed with them 2 long time. They spoke, as may
be supposed, of their present misery most pathetically —how their ha.
bitations were burned and their people destroved. 1 told them [ pitied
their helpless and destitute condition, but that 1 had nothing to do with
the war or this world’s knowledge : my business was to teach men how
they may Le happy after death. 1 stayed till dark, and we parted with
apparent cordiality.

Matrimonial Affuirs.

1 touched on this subject, but in addition to inquiries made by myself, 1
have been politely favored with some papers containing translations of
conversations with native Khunds, taken by a gentleman in the service,
I shall transcribe some of these papers, only omitting a few items which I
think unimportant.

When a young man is in love with a woman he sends a party, consist-
ing of seven or eight of his friends, to the house of the female, to in-
form her parents that he is anxious to marry their daughter. If
they consent, a buffalo is given to the party, who on their return kill
and eat it. On the second day, the female’s parents come to the
man’s house, and inquire of his relatives what the marriage portion is
to be. The young man then shows his property, from which they select
whatever they approve ; having done this, they return home. leaving
however the property where they found it. On the third day, the bride.
groom’s parents and friends go to the house of the bride, with the
property as before selected. They are theu all feasted on buffalo, and
are allowed to earry away a quantity of meat, and their friends are
feasted. Next day, the bride’s parents visit the bridegroom, who feeds
them in the same manner. The bridegroom’s parents then ask those
of the bride on what day the marriage is to take place. Having ap-
pointed the day, they are dismissed with rice and buffalo meat; the
former they retain for themselves, the latter they give to their friends,
On the following dry, the friends of the bride invite those of the
bridegroom to their village. On their arrival, the bridegroom'’s relations
again inquire on what day they consent the nuptials should take place.
The day is agreed upon as before, also the road on which the processions
are to meet. Onthe appointed day, mnats are spread before thie door ofthe
house for ashort distance, and mats are held up by the bride’s friends for her
to pass under. On arriving at the end of these,a friend takes her up on his
back, and they proceed to meet the friends of the bridegroom half way be.
tween the two villages. The bride’s parents say to those of the bridegroom,
(he being absent,) “ Take the bride and her property.” On this, some
of the bridegroom’s friends advance to those of the bride, and receive her at
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their hands. The parents of the hridegroom having secured the bride, hoth
parties return to their respective homes.  On the following day, a cot is
placed in the street, and on it is placed the bride, under which the sister,
if there be any, lies, if not, the brother of the hride: sheis then bathed in
turmeric water, which falls on the person below, who springing up, takes
the ring from the bhride’s finger and runs a short distance. The bride
then asks for the ring: the person replies, I have got wet under
your cot, I will not give it unless you give me a necklace. The bride
takes off her necklace and gives it, and her ring is returned. The priest
next takes a thread and dyes itin turmeric water: a gourd is then pierced,
throngh which the thread is run; and the priest accompanied by the
parents, takes the bride and gourd to a house built for the purpose in the
jangal. ‘I'wopegs are driven into the ground by the priest, and the string
with the gourd is tied to them, when the priest says, ¢ May no fly or insect
alight upon this gourd, and may happiness attend your daughter.,” The
parents of the bridegroom then conduct him to the priest: the string is
taken from the gourd, divided, and tied round each of the young people’s
necks; and the parents take the priest, bridegroom, and bride to their
house. The two latter are then fed ; the priest cooks his own food, which
having eaten he takes his departure home.

Should any insect alight on the gourd it is a sign of approaching death
to either the bride or Lridegroom ; and, of course, is a thing to be de-
precated.

Manner of Building,

The manner of building was noticed in a former paper: one peculiarity
I observed, but forgot to mention ; which is this—that the Khunds do not
seem to repair their houses in detail, as is the case in all other countries,
more especially where every one is allowed to follow the inclinations of his
own mind. The houses being made of wood, in process of time decay by the
action of the air, storms, and sun’s rays ; and as all the village is composed
of similar materials, built at the same time, and exposed to the same
casualties, they may be supposed to partake of a similar decomposition and
at the same period. Custom, the ne plus ultre of most men’s reasoning,
seems to determine the practice of never repairing the old habitations.
These are left to fall, or are gradually remaved by time or other means.
A new village is constructed near the one about to be left. The new town
is exactly like the old one: no other difference exists, excepting so much
as arises from the incapacity of man to make two things precisely the
same. No contemplated alteration in the shape of improvement ever
seems to enter the mind of an inhabitant of these mountains. Cupidum
novarwm rerum, is a failing which never troubles them, or perplexes their
counsels. I visited a place where anew village was thus rising a few yards
from the former ; the people were busily engaged in the preparation of
their new habitations.

Administration of Oaths.

This is an important part of the civil and social policy of every people,
being the acknowledged test by which truth is to be established. A particu-
lar notice on this subject caunot be uninteresting to those who feel any
interest in the knowledge of savage customs and laws. We will give first
the old oath supposed to have been administered to the Malikas by the
Rsjé of Ghumsora.

A Dbloodsucker is tied down in a crouching manner; a small quantity
of rice sprinkled with the blood of a fowl, a lump of earth from a
white_ant Li'l, a lamp, a piece of a tiger’s skin, a peacock’s eyed fea.
ther, and & Hari Bagse made ot til leaf with figures of animals on it
are all tuken and placed in a basket, and held by the person administering
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the oath, who then says, * Swear.” On tlhis, the party taking the oath, says,
T swear to tell the truth, and if I give false judginent or testimony, (laying
his hand on the tiger's skin) may a tiger, in the form of a blood-sucker,
devour me.” Laying his hand on the lump of earth taken from the ant.hill,
he says, © Alay the snake of that ant-hill poison me;” or laying his hand on
the peacock’s feather, ©“ May an enraged tiger, like the peacock spreading
his plumage, fly upon me and devour me ;" or putting his hand upon the
Huari Banpsa, he says, < May there be a curse upon seven generations of
my family, if I do not speak right things.” Having said this, he takes up
some of the rice, and eating it says, ** Should I tell a fulsehood, may I
die of dysentery ; I have sworn, and [ now extinguish this lamp, and if I do
falsely, may I and family be extinguished, that there shall be no one left to
light a lamp for me.”

2nd, The oath administered by Mailikas to witnesses or those sub.
ject to their general control. A buffalo and a hog are sacrificed ; the
livers being taken out, spitted on an arrow, and mixed with parched
rice are placed in a basket. Over this axes are laid; an eggis then
broken into a leaf-cup, this also is deposited in the basket. Over
the livers are spread banyan leaves, and they are then cut with a-
sharp instrument, and a small quantity of the egg is given to the person
swearing ; who says, ©“ If I give false testimony, may I be cut through as
these leaves and livers have been cut through ; and may arrows so pierce
through my liver: 1 will tell the trath.” Here follows a kind of test, by
which theft, &c. may be determined, or even common quarrels settled.

Test,

A chetti or earthen pot of cow dung and water are boiled up together,
and the person suspected of doing the wrong places his hand in it, and if
he escapes unhurt, he is supposed to be innocent.

Although till the late war no knowledge of this country had reached us,
yet some portions appear to have been colonized by people from the neigh-
bouring lowlands.  The infamous Pands menticned in my other paper,
are supposed to be originally Oriyds, who have taken refuge in the hills.
These are blended with the Khunds, as a Jow and degraded caste. But
bodies of these people must have ascended the Ghatsat some distant period,
who have preserved in particular spots something of their Oriyé original.
Villages have been built by them and comparatively little intercourse
seems to have taken place between them and the aborigines. I passed near
the place called Odeagiri (Oriya Giri, or hill of the Oriyds); the villages
of this district were in ashes, and the traces of war were fresh before the
view of the solitary passenger: all was silence and desolation., 'The scenes
of rural life convey an interest as real to the possessors as those of the
capital. The pleasures of Tempe were as full of interest whilst enjoyed, as
the splendours of imperial Rome. The ruins of Balbec or Palmyra might
strike more, connected as they are with the most stirring events of ancient
days, but whilst passing over this lowly and now lonely spot, I considered
the destruction of this place to be the same to these poor people as though
a Tyre or a Carthage had fallen,

The condition of this Oriyd colony was peculiarly hard. Lying as they
didin the track of the army, they suffered the miseries without even know.
ing, as they say, the cause of the war. They appeared to possess noin-
fluence in the counsels of the native Khunds. But situated in the midst of
the rebellious districts, they were at least unfortunate, since, at such times,
to distinguish between the guilty and the innocent is a thing impossible.

I saw several of these miserable people who had escaped destruction.
They had fled to the lowlands and raised a few wretched hovels not
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far from Madhyagada, and having lost every thing, they subsisted only on
what they could find in the surrounding jangal. I visited the place inha-
bited by these refugees from the hills, and went into several of their
houses, such as they were. 'T'hey had retained their Oriyi language to
a great extent, but in appearance and in some of their notions they had
become Khund. These persons were equally low in civilization with the
Khunds themselves ; none amongst them could read, and books were
uscless articles,  The words they had in common use were only those
which referred to the common coneerns of savage life. The terms
Jaganngth, Mahadeb, Kali, and names familiar to almost every Hindu
child, were terms they had forgotten, or rather had never known. The
prominent features of the Hindu theology, which are imprinted on the
mind of the youth of this country at the earliest age, were alike unknown
to these people young or old. Whether these refugees were originally
all one caste, which was very likely, when their fathers emigrated to the
hills, or whether they had sunk the distinction since, is both uncertain and
unimportant ;—they now knew no such distinctions,and were in fact of the
same caste. Being alone, excepting with one servant, they saw me without
tervor, and after a little time the children manifested no fear and at the
invitation of the grown up people, came round me and we were familiae:
I found it utterly impossible to convey any idea of God, of spirit, or of
moral obligation,—things which commen Oriyds in the easiest manner
understand from any missionary—ideas most easily communicated. Thus
wretched was the condition of these poor people—‘ without God in the
world,” and even the hopes, fears and prejudices of superstition itself seem
to have been absent. The power of articulation and the human form
seemed nearly all that remained of humanity amongst them. They
seemeil astonished at the strange men wearing red cloth breaking in upon
them. ¢ Why did they come to us? Ve neyer saw these new men before ;
we never gave them trouble ; why give us pain, andleave us hopeless, &c.”
Such language was natural enough to persons in their circumstances.

This paper like the last has been extended to a considerable length, but
I must trespass on your limits to insert another ceremony which I omitted
in its proper place, being the mode of giving names to children amongst
the Khunds.

On the fourth day from the birth of the child, the whole of the family
being assembled, a priest or person officiating as such, comes and holds,
suspended by a string, a native sickle, on the edge of which one of the
parents drops some grains of rice, repeating at the same time the names
of his ancestors, and the name he is uttering when the sickle moves
becomes the name of the child.

There is another subject which ought to have been noticed, equalling
in enormity, and surpassing perhapsin the numbers of its victims,the Meria
pijd itself. I mean the practice of infunticide. This seems to be prac-
tised principally, if not entirely so, upon female children ; but the length of
this paper as well as other circumstances induces me to leave this subject
for the present at least. Whilst we look upon and pity the condition
of these wretched savages, let us remember that this pity is only useful, or
acceptable to God, as it leads usin a humble dependanee upon him to exert
ourselves to promote plans for their amelioration, and to strive for their
temporal and spiritual benefit.

2z 2
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1I.—Duty of the Church in India—Basle.

Since our last we have received the following communication
on this subject from another friend to Missions. May it be but
the harbinger of many such offerings from the Indian Church.—
We offer one or two suggestions in reference to the dispensation
of any funds coinmitted to our care for this purpose.

I. ‘T'hat the young men shall remain in conncetion either with
the Basle or such of the existing English Societies, as may be
most congenial with their feelings.

II. 'l'hat the Church in India shall use every effort to sup-
port them on the most cconomical plan, and the KEuropean
Societies be responsible for such deficiencies as may arise from
deaths, removals, &c. If the donors will, in communicating with
us, express their assent or otherwise to this plan, we shall feel
obliged.—Eb.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dear GExTLEMEN,

The call made in your last month’s periodical to the Church
in India, to provide missionaries by her own means, for evangeliz-
ing her millions, was, I hope, a word spoken in season, and one
which will, I trust, meet with a rcady answer from many a
willing heart.

It is a delightful and encouraging fact that such a number of
pious young men in Germany are willing to devote themselves
to this work. Surely these warm-hcarted Wurtemberger youths
will shame some of our young Iinglish Ministers.

I would propose that the Basle Missionary Society be invited
to send a number, say from 12 to 20 Missionaries to this
part of India; and, as I have positive reason to believe, that
only want of funds has hitherto prevented the Soclety from
pouring its devoted messengers into this country in larger
numbers, such an invitation will, I hope, be seconded at once
by the Church at large offering a sufficient sum for defraying
their expenses. They should by all means remain in connection
with their brethren at home, whom they know, confide in and
love; and when they arrive, kind and experienced friends will
undoubtedly come forward, and unite in assisting and proposing
plans for their future exertions and location.

I, as 2 member of the Christian Church in India, and one
most anxious for the conversion of its degraded inhabitants,
<hall be most happy to offcr my mite, viz. 200 rupees annually,
for their support from the period they leave Germany, and 200
rupces as a donation to the Basle Society to aid in defraying the
expenses of outfit and passage.

I remain, &ec.
May 20th, 1835, InDopHILOS,
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As many of our readers may not be so conversant with Basle
as ourselves, we have selected from the « Christian Keepsake”
an account of it by Dr. Steinkopff.—Eb.

BasLE.

¢ Basle, or Basil, (or in German, Basel,) is one of the most
wealthy cities of Switzerland. It is a frontier-town, at a small
distance from the borders of Germany and France, beautifully
situated on the banks of the Rhine, which divides the city into
two principal parts, denominated ‘ gross-und llein Basel,” (the
larger and smaller Basle,) connected by a bridge. Its environs
have many attractions of natural scenery: here may be seen
green meadows, and productive corn-fields; there richly-laden
orchards and vinevards; here the eye may feast on wooded
hills. and there on distantly rising mountains, while the valleys
exhibit many a populous town and village. The advantageous
position of Basle has enabled its merchants and manufacturers
to carry on a very profitable trade, not only with the interior of
Switzerland, but also with Germany, France, and the Italian
States. Its present population amounts to less than 20,000
inbabitants, while. some centuries ago, it is stated to have ex-
ceeded 30,000. Soon after the blessed Reformation was begun
by Lutlier and Melancthon in Germany, and by Zuinglius and
Calvin in Switzerland, the citizens of Basle joined many of their
brethren in Zurich, Geneva, Bern, Schafthausen, and other Swiss
towns, in making a public profession of a purer ard more scrip-
tural faith, greatly encouraged thereto by the celebr.ited Ecolam-
pedius. DMany faithful witnesses of the truth h.-ve ever since
been raised up in this favored city, and many useful institutions
established there, chiefly in the latter part of th~ eig:..conth, and
in the course of the present century. About -ixiy ycars ago, a
society was formed ¢ For Promoting Christian Knowledge and
Practical Piety,” branches of which extended to different parts
of Switzerland, Germany, Prussia, Holland, and Denmark.
This society opened a friendly correspondence with pious people
of various Christian churches and denominations in the countries
above referred to, and called the energies of many of the distress-
ed servants and children of God into active exertion and benefi-
cial co-operation, partly by circulating suitable communications
in M3S., and partly by issuing periodical publications from the
press, for the mutual instruction, edification, and encouragement
of its members. Thus it proved a blessing to hundreds and
thousands, and also prepared the way for the establishiment of other
institutions calculated for still more extensive usefulness. Soon
after the origin of the British and Foreign Bible Society, in
1804, a kindred association in connection with it was formed at
Basle, most respectably supported by a number of pious clergy-
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men and laymen. This association has experienced a signal
blessing from the Most High, and has been a favored instru-
ment of disseminating the entire Bible, or New Testament, in
the German, I'rench, Italian, Romanese, Hebrew, and various
other languages, to the amount of upwards of 100,000 copies,
both among Christians and Jews, among Protestants and
Catholics.

¢ During the late wars of the Continent, Basle was often
exposed to imminent dangers, and more than once threatened
with entire destruction ; but so striking were the interpositions
of God’s protecting and delivering providence on behalf of its
inhabitants, more especiallv in the memorable year 1815, that,
penetrated with a sense of gratitude, many proposed to them-
selves that important question, ‘¢ What shall we render unto the
Lord for all His blenefits? As a lasting monument of such
grateful acknowledgement, they determined to form themselves
into a Missionary Society for propagating that Gospel among
different nations of the earth, the divine power and efficacy of
which they had themselves experienced in a time of troubie and
perplexity. With a view to the attainment of this benevolent
design, they established a Missionary Seminary for the express
purpose of educating pious young men desirous to go forth as
messengers of peace and salvation to benighted heathen and
Mahometan tribes. In Christian simplicity they began, con-
strained by the love of a crucified and glorified Redeemer, and
humbly depending on His all-sufficient aid, guidance, and bless-
ing.
“ The commencement of their work was small indeed, but trust-
ing in that adorable Redeemer, to whom all power is given in
heaven and on earth, and who graciously promised to his feeble
disciples to be with them always, even unto the end of the world,
they went on cheerfully from strength to strength, deriving
encouragement and pecuniary support from pious individuals, as
well as from associations, in different parts of Switzerland, Ger~
many, and Prussia. Having been enabled to purchase large and
convenient premises for a missionary seminary, they selected,
for its superintendent or inspector, the Rev. Mr. Blumhardt, a
member of the university of Tuckugen, well qualified by his
talents, erudition, piety, enlightened zeal, and sound discretion,
to fill so important a station. He was aided in his multiplied
labours by able coadjutors, and the missionary students enjoyed
the additional advantage of admission to several of the public
lectures delivered by the professors of the university of Basle.

¢ The blessed work has now been carried on for twenty-one
years; not indeed without trials and difliculties, but still with
such evident blessing from above, that upwards of one hundred
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missionary students have been educated in the seminary ; most
of whom have already cntered upon their labours in the wide
field of the world. Some have devoted their time and talents
for the more immediate bencfit of various ancient Christian
churches in Europe. Asia, and Africa, such as the Greek, Arme-
nian. Coptic, Syrian, and Abyssinian churches, and have suc-
ceeded in rekindling here and there the almost cxpiving Hame of
pure Christian faith and Christian love.  Others have endea-
voured to plant the standard of the Cross among a variety of
Mahometan tribes in the Russtan, T'urkish, and Persian empires.
Some have remembered the deplorable state of the lost sheep of
the house of lsrael, and hastened to their assistance ; one of
whom, the Rev. Mr. Ewald, has visited, with a more immediate
reference to their conversion, the piratical cities of Algiers,
Tunis, and Tripoli, where thousands of the descendants of Abra-
ham are disperscd.  The greater part of the Basle missionaries
have, however, proceeded to the benighted heathen in the East
Indies and YWestern Africa, labouring there with indefatigable
zeal and perseverance, ¢ to open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith in Christ.” Not a
few of the Basle missionary students have entered into the
service of the English missionary societies, while others have
been prepared, fitted out, sent forth, and maintained at the sole
expense of the Basle Society. Nor have their labours been in
vain in the Lord. In some instances the seed, committed to
the ground with a trembling hand but with a prayerful heart,
has already began to spring up, bringing forth fruit thirty, sixty,
and an hundred fold : in others, the hard and barren ground
has been broken up and cleared for the reception of the incor-
ruptible seed of divine truth. Many of the missionary brethren
have endured the greatest hardships in this work of faith and
labour of love, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ; some have
eucountered storms of persecution in their great Master’s service;
and several ¢ have not even counted their lives dear unto them-
selves, so that they might finish their course with joy, and the
ministry which they had received of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
testify the gospel of the grace of God.

*“ Once a year festive assemblies are held in oneof the churches,
most numerously and respectably attended, not merely by Dbene-
volent inhabitants of Basle, but also by many deputies and friends
of the Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies on the Continent.
It is pleasing to observe, that in addition to the Christian institu.
tions above-mentioned, other societies and associations have suc-
cessively arisen, for training up able and truly Christian school-
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masters. for the support and education of orphans and other des-
titute children, for giving maintenance and instruction to the deaf
and dumb, for visiting the sick and the prisoners, as well as for
sending out colporters or hawkers, with bibles and tracts into
neighbouring countrics. some of which excellent iustitutions have
their seat and centre in the city of Basle, others in its vicinity.
Among the latter, the Orphan. and the Deat and Dumb Asylum
at Dengen, in the Grand Duchy of Baden, deserves to be spe-
cified.

¢ Nor should it be left unnoticed, that there has subsisted for
these many vears past in Basle, a flourishing society in tinmedi-
ate connection with the Moravian Brethren, some of whose mem-
bers belong to the very first families in the city ; who, so far
from being ashamed of the gospel of Christ, count it their honour
and privilege publicly to express it, and to promote the cause of
vital Christianity in a variety of ways.

¢ They afford very efficient help to the missions carried on by
the Moravians in the Christian and heathen world. Tt may be
teuly asserted that Basle, with its comparatively small population,
has for muny years taken, and still is taking, a prominent part
in advancing the cause of humanity and Christianity both at home
and abvoad ; but with equal truth it may be stated, that its be-
nevolent and pious inhabitants have, in the midst of all trials and
difficulties, richly cxperienced the fulfilment of that gracious
promise, © that those who water others, should also be watered
themselves.’

« The Rev. Mr. Falneissen, rector of the cathedral, is presi-
dent of the Basle Bible Society, and the Rev. Mr. Von Brun,
vicar of St. Martin’s church, of the Missionary Society. Among
their committee members there are some truly benevolent mer-
chants, who not merely lend the most active aid to the clergy in
conducting the business of these institutions, but some of whom
have gencrously set apart a certain sum of money as a trading
capital, all the profits of which is placed at the disposal of the
Missionary committee ; and they nobly determined themselves
to bear any loss which they might happen to sustain in the em-
ployment of that capital. ‘T'he annual income of the Missionary
Society amounted in the first years only to a few thousand Swiss
francs, but in the year 1835 it exceeded the sum of 86,000 francs,
(upwards of £5,000.) Among its munificent benefactors there
are several distinguished members of princely houses in Germany,
while, at the same time, thousands of pious peasants most cheer-
fully present their humble offerings on this altar of Christian
charity.”
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I11.— Temperance Question,

PROGNESS AND TRIUMPII OF TEMPERANCE PRINCIPLES IN THE UNITED
BTATES OF AMERICA.

The apathy which is manifested in this country in com-
mencing or carrying on any institution which has to stemn the
torrent of universal practice is really appalling, and leads us
sometimes to exclaim, ¢ When will India be regenerated I”
In nothing has this torpor been so evident as on the temperance
question, and in no place has there been such a perfect Jull as in
Caleutta; for while many Mofussil stations have formed their
associations, Calcutta has slept. Let the friends of this holy
and noble cause combine and take measures for forming a vigor-
ons Society in the approaching cold season.  We say the cold
season, because we could wish that the effort should be vigor-
ous and successful. 1f we want encouragement, let us look af
America—a whole nation adopting those habits of temperance
which must prevail before the earth shall again be decked in

‘¢ the tints of Eden’s bloom.’’
—_— ¢ihos.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
SIRs,

It must be pleasing to the friends of humanity and good order to
witness the onward march of the temperance reform. Unlike most other
reformations, which too often agitate the civil and religious world—throw
society into confusion, and strew their pathway with bloodshed and
carnage ; its progress has been marked by acts of benevolence and mercy
wherever its influence has been felt. Free from the many objections which
other useful enterprises have te encounter, it stands out distinctly and
alone. It asks not the hard-earned gold, or the sacrifice of time, from its
supporters ; but on them its benign influence distils as the dew, and drops
as the rain. Neither does it awaken any prejudices of education or sectarian
animosities, It is founded on the broad principles of virtue, and conse-
quently recommendsitself to every philanthropist, whatever his belief may
be. As the vine which finds its way to two majestic oaks that have stood for
ages in proud opposition, winds itself up the adjacent trunk, creeps along the
boughs, and stretches its tendrils from spray to spray, until it brings each
within its embrace, and weaves a canopy beneath which kindred souls
may dwell, and behold a fit emblem of their own happy union; so the
Temperance Association has lifted a banner, under which co-operation of
every variety of religious and political creeds have enlisted. Here may
be found the statesman, the soldier, the peasant, the fair, and the infant,
marching forward in the cause of virtue. Doubtless it is an enterprise
which combines within itself the elements of all that is sublime in
human purpose. It is the cause of God and man. Who can withstand
it >—But | need not stay at this late period to eulogize the Temperance
Society. There it is, with its thousands of refoimed drunkards. It
speaks for itself. Neither need I now raise the curtain, and bring
to light the drunkard’s wretched abode—his heart-broken wife weeping
away her days in misery—his neglected children following his pernicious
example, and the gray hairs of his parents coming down with sorrow to
the grave, Nor is it necessary to parade the innumerable army of drunk-
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avds which disgrace humanity, and pass them in review before the world
in all their horrific aspect, bearing, as they march along their way down
to perdition, the sable banner of death, waving in their front with thig
motto in characters if possible still move dark—this is the drunkard's fate!
Wiio has not witnessed these evils, and who has not wept over them ?
My design at present is not to enter into argument in favor of the
tewperance cause, nor to answer the objections of those who oppose it,
but only to give a hrief sketch of what I have seen of its rise and
progress in Awerica ; hoping that it will encourage those who are engaged
in the same cause in India, to persevere. DBut a few years have elapsed
in that country, since nothing move was required to designate a man
temperate enough, than what was called a temperate use of intoxicating
liquor. T'his was the standard of temperance, and the test by which the
temperate and intemperate were tried.  But what did such a standard
avail?  Against drunkenness the pulpit thundered its anathemas—the
Jaws leld out and enforced their penalties—and moralists uttered their
lectures ; but the plague was not stayed. Under its withering influence
the domestic circle was converted into a discordant and loathsome hovel—
our prisons and courts of justice were filled with its unhappy victims—
our legislative halls where stained by its polluting tonch ; and even the
“ sanctum sanctorum,” in which nothing but the high and heavenly
inspiration of the gospel should have animated the preacher, too often
was contaminated by its unhallowed influence. Yet people, und priests,
judges and legislators drank on. 'They mourned over the evil, followed a2
friend here, and abrother there, to the drunkard’s grave—shed a tear over
his earthly remuins, and still drank on.  The bottle sparkled, with all its
tempting aspect, on every table. Arvound it the social band dissolved
their cares, and told their mutual joys. Hence the young and unsuspect.
ing, associating with its use, all that was interesting, polite, and generous,
pursued the swne dangerous custom. Poets sung of it as the soother of
the troubled breast, and the only pittance of happiness that God had
allotted to man. But the crisis of intemperance had come. "T'he Christian
and patriot began to inquire what they could do to stop the onward pro-
gress of so deleterious an evil.  Cannot men, said they, perform labour
and preserve their health as well now, without such a stimulus, as they
did before it was known? 'The result of these inquiries i3 hefore the
world ; and a new era has dawned upon America. In that hour of extre.
mity, a few individuals, in the state of Massachusetts, about fifteen years
ago, devised the simple but effectual plan of total abstinence.  In opposi-
tion to the tide of public opinion against a mode so novel, and apparently so
farciful, they made the experiment, and the world reads the result. At
first it wus considered, even by many friends of temperance, as wholly
chimerical. Long-established prejudices were brought to bear against it
with all their force. The finger of scorn pointed out the co/d-water man, as
he was sneeringly termed, as a hypocritical, odious and unsociable being.
In this state of things the distiller and vender of ardent spirits had but
little to fear for their eraft. T'licy looked ujon those who were endea.
vouring to expose the evils of their traffic as men to be pitied rather
than reasoned with. T'hey thonght the scheme was merely an effusion of
a disordered imagination, which would soon pass away.  But when these
few were beheld living out the principle of total abstinence, and when the
peace and happiness it was calculated to diffuse were made manifest, the
cause soon found its way to the cousciences and understandings of the
community, Public sentiment began to favor the enterprise. Men of
high standing in society gave their aid to advance the reform, Temper.
ance societies spread throughout the length and hreadth of the land,
enrolling on their lists thousands of independent and patriotic citizens ;



1831%.] Temperance Question. 355

and when these had acquired stability, by the number and respectability
of their members, the legislature voluntarily came forward to second
their efforts by their influence. The first step taken by the Americin
Government was to issue the following order which was dated from the
War Department of the army. ¢ November 2, 1832, Hereafter no ardent
spirits will be issued to the troops of the United States ; but sugar, coffec,
and rice shall be substituted instead. No ardent spivits will be allowed
to be introduced into any fort, camp, or garrisen of the United States, nor
sold by any suttler to the troops, nor will any permit be granted for the
purchase of ardent spirits.” This regulation has worked well, and the
result has been the elevation of the soldier’s cliaracter, good order in the
barracks, and obedience to ecommanding officers. ‘The sume rule was
introduced into the navy, and at the present moment more than one
thousand American vessels plough the seas, amid the ice of the urctic
and antarctic circles, and in the burning regions of the torrid zone, with.
out a gallon of ardent spirits on board, except as a medicine. Captain,
officers and crew, alike abstaining Irom their use. 'I'here are also now
hundreds of steam-hoats plying the American lakes and rivers, from east to
west, and from north to south, bearing the temperance motto. Along the
highways total abstinence inns have been opened, and a list of the same
on euch rout published for the accommodation of travellers ; so completely
has the cause converted public opinion ; and those who vend ardeut
spirits are for the most part held in great disrepute, and so unpopular is it
to use them as a beverage, that those who continue the practice prefer
drinking in secret. The consequence is, upwards of 3,000 persons, within
a few years, have voluntarily abandoned the distillation of ardent spirits;
* upwards of 8,000 have ceased to traffic in them, and more than one
million have pledged themselves to  taste not, touch not, and handle not
the unclean thing.” Many likewise who have not taken this pledge, heing
convinced of the cvil of using intoxicating liquor, have banished it from
their dwellings, Whole neighbourhoods that were once noted for intemper-
ance and all its concomitant evils have been reformed. Only in the
year 1828 there were within the limits of the town of Lyme, Connecticut,
no less than 22 licensed retailers of intoxicatiag liquors; now in the same
limits, consisting of a district 12 miles square, not a single grog-shop is
to be found. In the whole county of Plymouth, Massachusetts, where
there are 40,000 inhabitants, not a single person is now licensed to sell
ardent epirits ; also in the county of Hampshire, in the same State,
twelve towns have not a single dram-shop in all their borders. In the
state of Vermont an animated debate occurred on the question, wlhether
the corporations of the towns in that State should hive the power to grant
any licenses at all for the sale of ardent spirits: and the result of the
discussion was, a withholding of that right on the ground that ardent
spirits are a deadly poison. Other States have followed this example, and
the National Congress have sanctioned these measures, so as to give to
this object the highest Government influence. ‘Fhe term eold_wnler man
is no longer considered a reproach, nor are stimulating drinks now deemed
necessary to the preservation of health, The youth ave from the cradle
taught to shun them as a deadly poison. Hence it is to be hoped, when
. the present race of drunkards will huave sunk into the earth, that the
rising generation will come forward to take their places, temperate,
virtuous, and intelligent. Thus | have given a brief outline of the rise,
progress, and results of the temperance cause in America; and if it will
1n any manner contribute to its advancement in India, it will more than
repay me. [t is an undertaking in the prosperity of which 1 have
always felt t.}u;3 deepest interest. And I had thought when I left America
a2
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that I had likewise Jeft the cauce in the Western world. But I rejoice,
that while the reform is rising like the star of hope heyond the seas, with
the beautiful radiance of the bow of promise, it is also hailed in the
Eastern hemisphere.  And what could be more wise? Burely the evil
which the temperance cause proposes to remove is a erying one among
the British soldiers in India. Go to the barracks. 1 have been there.
In these I have seen him of European complexion, from the land of
science and religion ; him who should have bLeen proud to sustain the
character of an Englishman, transformed into a drunken sot, and degraded
below the level of the vilest heathen. Go to the hospital. Beholdthe panting
skeleton lying on bLis deathbed.  Every limb and muscle quivers, as in the
agonies of dissolution ; and to add to this picture of suffering, he is a ma-
niac. With a wild stare he looks around upon his companions in vice, but he
knows them not. An unearthly groan is heard, and his spirit has fled. Alas!
what brought Lim here? Not braving the cannon’s mouth, nor conflicting
with a deadly foe for the freedom of his country or honour of his king. It
was intemperance. Says a writer on the subject before us—* To the
generally prevailing vice of drinking are to Dbe attributed almost every
misdemeanor and crime committed by British soldiers in India. The
catalogue, says he, of those evils, unhappily, is not a scanty one ; for, by
rapid steps, first from petty, and then from more serious neglects and
inattentions, slovenliness at and absence from parades follow disobedi-
ence of orders, riots, and quarrels in barracks, absence from guards, and
other duties, affrays with the natives, theft, and selling of their own and
comrades’ necessaries, robberies, abusive lunguage, and violence to nun-
commissioned officers, insolence to officers, and, last of all, desertion, muti-
ny, and murder may be traced to this source” If these statements be
true, surely, an evil which is bearing down with such an unhappy in.
fluence, on the hest interests of the army, and slaying its thousands by an
ignominious death, demands a special remedy. War may ravage the plains
of India, from her mountains to her copes ; scathing her forces and spread.
ing desolation in its train. DPestilence, like the roll which the propbet
saw, may fly over the land. silently seizing its victims, until every barrack
becomes a sepulchre. But these are only physical evils. The wild flower
will soon bloom again in peace on the field of Lattle, and the angel of
death will stay his hand, when his work of destruction is done. But for
intemperance, ‘ the abomination of desolation,” there is no stay, unless
in total abstinence. Into this Thermopyla then of the moral world let the
friends of temperance, like the Spartan band, draw up their forces, and
should you fuil in the attempt to rescue your countrymen from the worse
than Persian tyrant, a monument will be erected to your memories, with
this inscription, O ! stranger, tell it to the world, we fell in the defence
of virtue. But in your cause, there is no fear of defeat. Victory is
perched on your banners. Bear her onward ; remember your watchword,
and the triumph shall be yours. J. M. J.

1V.—The Romanizing System.
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

DEear Sir, )

Will you indulge me with space for a few remarks on the Prin-
ter’s note appended to the paper in the May Christian Obser-
ver, *“ upon the expression in Romau characters of Indian proper
names.” He asserts that ¢ the system according to which the



1837.] The Romanizing System. 857

names of Indian towns, rivers, &ec. was expressed in the Calcutta
Christian Observer, under its former Editors and Corrector, is
precisely the same as that now followed ;” and he would thence
have it inferred that Cinsorinsis had brought an unfounded
charge against him of departing from it. Now, without institut-
ing any close comparivon, I am ready to allow his assertion as
Jar as it justly applies. But 1 deem his note not only uncalled
for and basty, because my object was good-humouredly to point
out to /tim, en passant and incidentally to my main purpose of
exposing an injudicious system, a practice into which I con-
cluded Le had been inadvertently betrayed—but also unfair and
uncandid, because it implies more than can truly be stated ;
it implies that /e has not gone a whit beyond his predecessor
in altering the romanized expression of proper mames in the
pages of the Calcutta Christiun Observer. Now let me respect-
fully remind him and advertise your readers of a very material
consideration which he has overlooked ; namely, that the former
Corrector of the Press was also an Editor, which the present
Corrector is not. Consequently ke can be ailowed no license to
alter a letter in the papers of contributors in order to make them
square with his own favorite system, be it better or worse than
another: his duty plainly obliges him to give a correct exhibi-
tion of the text of the MSS. furnished to him. His predeces-
sor, whether in his own excellent contributions, in his editorials,
or in the many communications from distant contributors which
were often, I know, committed to his discretionary corrections,
had every right to employ any mode le preferred of spelling
Indian names in European letters; but he had no right to
exercise, and never in any one instance that I ever heard of
did exercise a license to change the orthography of MSS. not
so submitted to his discretion. Many of my own humble
contributions appeared in his time ; but not a jot or a tittle of
them was ever so altered. I repeat it, therefore, that it is
ouly ¢ of late” that such a license has been used. Nay, in the
editorial acknowledgments last month, a paper is announced
purporting to be from Civsurensis ¢ on the Hagli and Mur-
shedabdd Colleges.” I had written Hoogly and Moorshedabad,
conformably to the views advaneed in the paper now in question.
May I not ask then, what right has the Printer (for these
alterations are not yours), even if it be claimed by you, Mr.
Editor, which it is not, to force a contributor directly in the
very teeth of Lis own arguments, to uphold by his seeming
countenance a system which he actually combats? Isit not
unfair thus to malke him eat his own words? And is it not, in
fact, an imposition on your readers thus silently to excite a
persuasion of an almost universal consent to a plan of roman-
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ized orthography to which many have the strongest objections ?
It the Printer will come forward as a contributor, by all means
let him support the system he approves by every fair argument—
but let him no longer press into his wake those who are the
remotest possible from agreeing with him. While 1 thus write,
however, let me assure iny excellent brother that I do so without
a particle of angry feeling; and that I am swure, if he has in his
Jjust zeal for a system he thought would work well, exceeded
the license he should claim, he has done so with the very best
intentions ; and thoughthe effect of sucha procedure is uncondid,
that he never contemplated such an effect even for a moment.

I am sorry, Mr. Editor, to discover some of those very errors
in the printing of my last paper which could not easily have crept
in as mere ordinary errata, unless either my MS. was peculiariy
undecipherable or the press unusually somnolent—thev are
indeed chiefly in what the Friend of India facetiously terins
“the horns” over the vowels: but then, Sir, in those very
horns unfortunately, the gist of my argminent was concerned ;
and while I was discussing a svstem which I could not patro-
nize, it was not well that 1 should appear to misrepresent it, by
wriﬁng, e. g. Khinpar and Brahmapdttra for Khanpur and
Brahmaputtra, &c.—the less so as such a cacography,—I had
alinost committed the buw/l (I am an Irishmaun, however) of
saying orthography—would have shewn me sadly more defici-
cnt in Indian etymology than I have any care to be thought.
There are others of a similar kind. 1In a question of ortho-
graphical propriety, peculiar care should be applied to sccure
accuracy in print. Let me also beg vour readers to insert the
little words *“ as it” before * has ever been written, &e.” in p.
256, 1. 13, and to restore to our school friend Horuce—(should
it not on the romanizing plan be Horate 7—) the aspirafe
whose omission has turned his precept into an anonymous
oration! 1 would also beg, not indeed to *‘ murder the King’s
English,” but only, as Curran once wittily turned it, *“ to knock
an eye out,” by reconverting Visputiusinto Vesputius—he will
look all the Letter for it, thouoh a plagiary, and less like a dis-
putant. 1 should have prefer red too, had the illustrious ** bant-
ling” been simply wrapped instead of cramped in the additional
swathe, &e.

I am, Mr. Editor, yours, &e.

CINSURENSIS.

P.S, Thus far I had written, when apprized that a notice
of my former letter from a most able pen would immediately
appear, and awaited its publication with the view of making
one communication include all I should have further to say
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upon the subject. 1 am indeed happy that ¢ Calcuttensis’ and
myself do so largely agree in regard to the expediency of ¢ one
uniform mode of spelling Asiatic words in Roman letters.” The
views which 1 have expressed are those 1 had from the first of
my acquaintance with Indian languages been led to form, and
have ever since entertained. ’

W hat [ have written above will, I think, satisfy ¢ Calcutten-
sis” that | hiad not the remotest wish to oppose so much of what
has been called < I'he Trevelyan plan.” Into the ulterior ques-
tions of substituting the Roman character in Native or general
Luaropean use tor the current characters of India, I do not enter
at present—tor whatever be my opinion thereon, (and certainly
it is not in accordance with that which is now vigoronsly main-
tained and put forth by the promoters of romanized instruction
of and publications for natives,) this question is one quite dis-
tinet tfrom the advocacy of one general system for the expres-
sion of Native proper names, &c. occurring in European or
Indo-British  written correspondence or printed books: this
latter only I had before me in writing my former letter. * Cal-
cuttensts will, from the present one, be able I think fully ¢ to
understand where the difference between the Corrector of the
Caleutta Christian Observer and Cinsurensislies.” 'The fact is
that ¢ Calcuttensis’ supposes me to refer to the use of a uni-
form system of romanization in the pages of the Observer—my
complaint referred to the arbitrary and unauthorized alteration
of the MS8S, of contributors in the first place, and to the absence
of a strict and real uniformity in the second. On the first head
it is manifestly a very different thing for an editor to adopt any
given systemn in his own editorial capacity or in his individual
contributions, or in the use of a discretionary license conceded to
Litm by others, and quite another, without the consent of or
comimnuication with contributors, to assume the right of alter-
ing their orthography conformably to Lis system; and on the
sccond head 1 have shewn, that a partial correctness is in truth
more ludicrous than any current orthography whatever—and
that to write neither Shrivimpur with the native, nor Seram-
pore with the Icuropean, but to produce the meongrel Serampur
is at once absurd and useless.

Nor may it be said, that I amn inconsistent in advocating a
general svstem of uniformity while I object to changing the long
establislied orthography of well-known names such as Calcutta,
Ganges, Cuttack, Madras, Orissa, &c. T'hese ought, I contend,
to be left nutouched, because the end of uniformity (universal
convenience and iutelligibility) is already secured by the accre-
dited orthography ; all ot/ier names, and all words not names,
of every description, I would spell on the system of Sir William
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Jones, as renewed and slightly modified by subsequent scholars,
and now so ably advocated by Mr. Trevelyan with equal good
taste and judgment : and I cordially assent to the assertion, that
he * has done an eminent service to literature, by standing
forth as its advocate.” In my confined sphere my best though
ever humble efforts have not been, and shall not be wanting in
support of that system ; of which I propose, D. V. at an early
opportunity to show the immeasurable superiority over every
other that has as yet been put forth.
I am, &e.
CINSURENSIS.

V.—Notes of Original Sermons, by Joun Foster. No. V.

Observations on the History of Jonah.

A part of the history of the prophet Jonah has just been read. It
should, surely, be possible to raise from this narrative a few observa.
tivns tending to our instruction—and adapted to introduce some variety
into the course of our religious exercises.  And the rather would we
do this from the consideration, that this piece of sacred history has
been, to irreligious men of wit, and of no wit, a favorite resource for
malicious jests und profane amusement. Nor are we the less disposed to
do this from having observed, that some pretended Divines have betrayed
something very like a feeling of being half sorry and half ashamed that
there is such a history in the Bible. Men who are anxious te be able
to account for every strange thing by @ netural cause and terrified at the
spectacle of a prodigious miracle—who would say * ves, we believe in
miracles—we bui/d upon them,—but there are some things se startling,
so very far from the natural course of things, that, we almost wish we
were not required to believe them.”

Jonah is justly no great favorite with us, though conspicuously a
Prophet of the Lord.  Hardly one prophet’s name is pronounced with so
little respect. We should have been ready to presume, that the persons
whom the Almighty would have chosen for prophets, should have been men
of the most eminent piety and excellence : and, in fact, this does appear to
have been the general rule. But there are recorded exceptions—Bulaam —
the prophet who deceived the other prophet whom a lion destroyed—Jonah
not an exception in the sume degree. A real saint with too much of the
remaining elements of a sinner. In a former part of the Old Testament
(2 Kings xiv. 25) he is spoken of in terms which would not have applied
to a man who had not somewhat of a true spirit in him— words which
the Lord <pike by his servant Jonah, the prophet.”  Ilis first commission
was to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, an immense city, and therefore, a
wicked one. Ilis conduct, on receiving the commission, does appear very
strange. DBut for the mention of his having acted as a prophet before we
should have concluded that this must have been the first time ; and that he
was surprised and amazed, as by some alarming and ealamitous visitation.
But the vocation was not new to him—therefore there could have been no
affright as at a portentous novelty. We might have attributed terror of
another kind—dread of attacking singly a great wicked city—like leaping
into a gulph of destruction. Even in that case, however, was there less to
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disobeying God? We are reduced at last to accept, unwillingly, his own
explanation given in the beginning of chupter 4th—<< I pray thee, O Lord,
is not this my saying, when I was yet in my own country? Therefore, I
fled before unto Tarshish; for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the
evil”’—which seems to amount to this, &c. &c. Disgraced as a prophet, the
denunciation being to be uttered on positive, not conditional, terms. (How
abominably considerations of self may interfere with obedience to God ?)
he determines to flee to Tarshish, i. e. Tarsus in Cicilia,—a place more than
100 leagues to the north of Joppa—completely across the Mediterranean,
where Pawl was to be born—a man of another spirit, How be would have
acted! But then the purpose of this voyage—to flee from the presence of
the Lord! This betrays a most unworthy conception of the Divine Being,
whatever might be the prophet’s notion. Some have asserted, that Jonah
could be little better than a kind of Heathen worshipper of the true
God ; that his idea of God was very much that of a local deity—in partial
conformity to the absolute paganism which is believed to have much pre-
vailed in the part of Judea where he dwelt; and it is even asserted as
probable, that, at Joppa, he might formally commit himself to the protection
of the deity worshipped in that place, and in many others in the East—a god
or goddess in the form of a great fish. But surely this is going a great deal
too far, concerning a man who had previously sustained the character of a
prophet of the Lord—considering also his subsequent expressions. Still it is
too probable (for the Jews, except the most illuminated, were most wretch-
ed theologists) that he was under the influence of a notion that God
maintained a peculiar jurisdiction over Judea, and a less absolute one beyond,
(though he kpew that it must extend with awful authority at least to
Nineveh,) we are indeed forced to suppose something of this in explanation.
This heathen admixture in his ideas would favor the notion, which was
probably the prevailing one in his mind—viz.,, that if he went but far
enough away, God would do without him—would choose on the spot other
ways and agents for his purposes respecting Nineveh. ¢ There will be no
need of° ME in the case: he will not follow me over the sea.” He embarked
—uwith what feelings? His commission upon him as guilt. An auspicious
gale ! to carry him to a distance, as he hoped, from the peculiar province
of God’s deminion! Happily,—here is less, and less, of the Divine pre-
sence! But what Providence did he invoke? Would he go unprotected
over seas, and to strange lands? Contented with some secondary and
dubious providence? In what terms did he prav before he went to sLEEP.
Like other men, when conscious they are going about something wrong,
he could not pray. And supposing there were some one devout Israelite
there, that did pray in his hearing, he could not say * Amen.” He slept—
but it is not wise to sleep in gui/t—how he deserved to be awaked? He
shall not sleep long, for there is a Power that can awake the tempest ! The
God that is disvbeyed on the lund, can make the sec avenge him. And
here again the very first thing is a pointed, direct, infliction on his con-
sience,—for it is a summons to pray. ‘“ Awake, and call upon thy God.”
And to think that a prophet of the Lord should be the only one in the
company that could not, dared not, do this,—Obs. There is no situation
more pitiable than that of a religious man who has disabled himself to
take the benefit of his religion. His associates had wvarious gods—Dbut they
could all pray earnestly to their objects of adoration. He could not—he
who knew the reu!/ Lord of the land und the ocean. There must soon have
been manifested some peculiarity of circumstances in the storm,—indicat-
ing that it was of a nature extraordinary and judicial, Superstition, indeed,
easily fancies such a thing—but here it was not superstition—useless con-

VI. 38
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jecture as to what circumstanees.—Obs. Religion even in its rudest forms,
has always been faithful to its general principle thus far, that when the
anger of the Divinity has been apprehended, it has been understood to
be against sins and crimes; and also, that the Divinity was believed
to know who was the eriminal. The mariners, therefore. referved it to
the avenging Power to point out the criminal. By ““casting lot,” a common
ancient practice. A reference not to chance, but to a superior intelligence.
Could our prophet feel any doubt wkere the lot wou/d fuii2 No: his con-
science must have been a prophet to him. Then follows the account of
the questions und expostulations to him. His answers were perfectly
explicit.  And if there had been, before, any cloud and mist of paganism
hanging over his ideas of God, the storm seems to have dispelled it, for he
speaks of Godl in the great and comprehensive terms appropriate to him.
(v. 10.) The mariners terrified the more: for one thing their conviction
was now rendered absolute,that the tempest really wus preternatural and vin-
dictive. And also whatever various gods they might acknowledge®they felt
that they were now abandoned to the power of one. Did not Jonah wish him-
self in Nineveh even with the wicked inhabitants in an angry or scornful
tumult round him, rather than surrounded by these raging billows? The
rage of the people God might have quelled : the tumult of the waves it was
God that excited. And then the internal consciiNce in the one case, and
in the other! The perfect honesty shewn by Jonah, made the mariners
think it but right to inquire of himself what they should do to him. And
his ready explicit answer and self-devotement, no doubt made them much
more reluctant to do what he directed them. It would strike them as
generous and heroic. And they, on their part, displayed much of that
couragcous generosity which is at this day so conspicuous in men of their
vocation. ‘T'hey could not doubt of what he assured them of —but they
persisted to labour and struggle—* rowed hard.” The necessity became
imperative, at length. And we can imagine the Prophet telling them that
their lubour was in vain! At the same time, it was not for himself to
execute Lhe righteous doom. The mariners would not execute it, even in
the extremity of their peril, without first solemnly imploring that they
might be acquitted of guilt in doing it.  We beseech thee, lay not upon
us innocent blood.” It would seem as if some new light respecting the
true Divinity had broken in upon their minds through the strange and
tremendous circumstances. Address the Almhighty not as Joneh's God
in particular. 'They had now to offer their sucrifice, and in such an act
would for a moment be insensible to the storm. But it was a willing sacri-
fice,—like that of him of whom Jonah was a type.  They offered it, and
the storm was gone! The effect upon them appears to have been, that
they became genuine converts to the worship of the Almighty. And it is
very reasonable to suppose that a great and useful inipression might have
been made on the people of Joppa. - This would be confirmed, supposing
Jonah, as it is not improbable, to be cast back in their neighbourhood.
And if so, an important incidental use wias by Providence made of the
disobedience of Jonah. But where was He while these circumstances
were exciting conversation and wonder >—There was to appear, very short.
ly, a Prophet of the Lord in Nineveh. Whence to come? Wiere his
place of abode, at a point of time a few weeks before his arvival # The
conjecture of millions would have been in vain. ¢ The man that should
denounce the Divine judgments in your streets not many days hence, is
not in the earth, nor the air, nor the sky, nor on the sea;” yet you will
most certainly see and hear him.  The predicament is nearly as strange
as if a mere mass of clay were to be suddenly formed into a man. It might
seem as if the Almighty had invented a predicament of things expressly in
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contempt of the vain and impions philosophy which will insist that all
things in the creation shall proceed with an inwvariable vegularity and
quiet uniformity. Q. D. The course of things, which they require to bhe
50 uniforn, shall, when I please, start out into the strongest conceivable
deviations. An ass shall speak and reprove a wicked prophet, and a fish
shall swallow and disgorge alive a disohedient one. And if they then
will presunie to deny the attested facts, and even ridicule them, let them
“ sport themselves with their own deceivings.” (V. 17.

“ The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow,” &c.—It has been often
enough observed, that the species of this fish, is altogether uncertain,
There even might have been at that period of time sea-monsters which exist
not row, (as anciently there were enormous animals on the land of a kind
now no more.) I'he one in question came to be considered as having beena
whale, just becanse that is the largest known fish, (sometimes more than 100
feet long.) And the cavillers have been determined it should be a whale,
and no other—for a goud reason—namely, that the whale’s throat is found
to be very strait for an animal of such size—and therefore, &c. &c. Now we
must not imagine we honor Gop by asserting a plain mathematical contra-
diction, and then protecting the absurdity by calling it a sracLe. One has
heard of 2 good man’s uttering so silly a thing as that, if Gop had declar.
ed that Jonah swallowed the whale he would believe it, for that Gop’s
testimony must bear down all objections. ‘The folly is in supposing it
possible for God to have declared any such thing, that the less may con-
tain the greater. The same contradiction would there be in asserting
that Jonah went through the throat of the whale, 1r the whale’s throat (of
3 or ¢ inches dinmeter when dead) were of the consistence of a tube of
iron or stone. But it has been justly observed, that it is idle to assert
any thing as to the possible capacity of the throat of the fiving fish, from its
dimension after death. (The Boa constrictor can swallow animals of great
size, and even men have been found in large sharks.) The fish, then, might be
a whale that swallowed Jonah—and nothing neither of miracle is supposed
thus fur—the miracle comes afterward. Jonah lived the duration of several
days and nights in the stomach of the sea-monster without breathing,and that
not in a state of suspended animation, but it appears, in a state to be able
to reflect and pray. Here we rest simply and plainly on miracle, the exer-
tion of a Divine Power, which preserved the vital economy and at ease,
under the suspensions of one of its grand functions—not more out of ordi-
nary nature than that suspension of another lew of /ife by which Moses,
Elijah, and Jesus fusted forty days. 1t is, at the same time, worth while
to mention what men of science have asserted, with examples from fact,—
namely, the possibility of a circulation of the blood without any breathing,
or dependance on the lungs at all from the continned communication with
the heart of a certain blood-vessel which a/most always ceases that com-
munication at the very beginning of infancy, a most extremely rare case
they state, but of which there have been instances—persons who conse-
quently could not dia by suffecation. Now Jonah might be selected as
having this signal pec:hiarity. This might serve to quash some scoffs of
infidels. But Christians do not at all need such a supposition. As to
Jonah suffering no harm from the digestive power of the sea.monster—
how should he, if what Hunter and others have asserted be true, that
the stomach has no power at all to act on a living substance ? Think now
of the Prophet in his living tomb ! the ¢ belly of hell,” that is, the grave —
short of death : is it possible to conceive so strange a transition of state
and feelings ? A few hours since at Joppa, intending and eager for Tar.
shish—wHERE Now ? and where next ¢ whither has he fled to * from the
presence of the Lord ?” His voyage has sped indeed ! and in a manner

382
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which he could not have believed an angel from heaven foretelling to him.
This was something that left all wonders and adventures of mariners be-
hind ! This was truly to be thrown on a terra incognita, to discover s
place never found before. Gop had more places to send him to than
Nineveh—und bhe found that Gop absolutely would choose whither he
should go ; —himself bad wilfully prepared for a distant port—but another
will had prepared the great fish. We may suppose an utter confusion of
all thought at first—an indistinct consciousness of something between life
and death—taken as out of the world, yet not into another. Perhaps a
kind of desperate horror next—the agony of a man that cannot live, nor die.
But by degrees, the amazing fact, that he did really live and continue to
Yive, would Lring him to the distinct sense of a miraculous and protective
Providence over him. Every moment would add strength to his impres.
sion of the Divine presence, and he came at length to a state of thought,
and faith, and hope, capuble of prayer. From how many unthought-of
unimaginable situations the sovereign of the world has drawn devotional
aspirations ! but never, except once from a situation like this/ What is
here given as the prophet’s *‘ prayer” is doubtless the brief recollection,
afterwards recorded, of the kind of thoughts which had filled his mind
during his dark sojourn ; with the addition of some pious and grateful
sentiments caused by the review. This devotional composition gives by
much the most favorable view of his character. It makes us regret that
he could not be so good a man on the surface of the earth as in the depth
of the ocean. In order to pray in the best manner, he must be unable to
see, or move, or breathe. 'The final result, no doubt, of these mental exer.
cises was, a full consent of his will, that He who had sent hiin hither
should send him anywhere else he pleased—even to Nineveh. And then
the sea-monster had to finish urs office, by discharging the Prophet on the
shore—most likely near Joppa—after three days and three nights—during
which the earth and heavens had been concealed from him by such a veil as
never was drawn before any other eyes. It is to be noted, that our Lord
declares all this 10 have been a type of [im. (Matt. xii. 40.) Analogy.
The being consigned to the deep and to the grave in order that others
might be saved—the duration of time the same in the dark retirement—
the coming to light and life again, for the reformation of maunkind. This
citation in the New Testament isan authentication of the wonderful history.
Not, perhaps, impertinent to mention a pagan authentication— Hercules
was fabled to have been the same three days in a fish. We shall just tollow
Jonah to Ninevah, where we must leave hun. Surely his recollection, dur-
ing the journey, would be most vivid. The image of the * great fish”
would be predominant above those of all the objects that passed before
his eyes. He came to the great city—described as having been more than
fifty miles in circuit, and which may be calculated to have contained more
than half 2 million of people. Nineveh was at a great distance from
the scene of the wonderful facts, and we do not know whether Jonah
carried with him thither any witnesses or evidences of what had befallen
him on that city’s account. That he should, would seem a thing of great
importance to his success—at least to his gaining the people’s attention.
(Forit does not appear that he shewed any signs and wonders in Nineveh.)
But even were it so, we are still in the train of miracle, a moral miracle
being required to account for so unparalleled a success. For what could
be more inadequate as a cause than the appearance and proclaimed de-
nunciation of this unconciliating stranger 7 When we consider a prond
monarch, a corrupt proflizate nobility, hundreds of thousands of ignorant,
wicked, and idolatrous people—yet there was a speedy, general, humilia-
tion, under the displeasure of a Gop, of whom they could have known
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little or nothing before. And whatever deficiency of enlightened under.
standing there might be in this humiliation, there was more in it than
nutward show—sackcloth and ashes; for Gop would not he mocked.
How long this great effeck might continue we nre not informed. But for
the present, it was such that “ Gop repented him” of the intended evil;
an expression accommodated to human notions and language. A mighty
change in the aspect of this vast and proud city ;—to many eyes it would
have appeared a change for the worse. Suppose there were ambassadors
there from some of the magnificent monarchies of the East, they might
think the city miserably degraded, in comparison with its previous splen-
did and gay condition,—Dbrilliancy of the palace and court, array of guurds
and legions, gay processions and amusewments, theatres, &c. &c. But
Tien the Divine wrath hovered over it—now, the Divine clemeney shines
on it.  To Jonah all this ought to have been a delightful spectacle, but
we have to deplore and hate his most perverse temper. Instead of aiding
and instructing the people in their repentance, he made him a booth outside
of the city, and waited to sce its fate, but strongly apprehending that he
was now to be exposed for, as he would name it, « fulse Prophet. It is
very probable, too, (as commentators have observed) that there was some.
thing of narrow, proud, and malevolent patriotism in the case, (feelings
of the Jews toward other nations.) Just now was the right moment, he
might think, for blotting a proud, mighty, hostile, heathen power from
the face of the earth—and why should the God of the Jews do it? Do it
in fuvour of the Jews, who had a claim to be paramount and supreme on
the earth. We will not attempt to excuse him by observing how much
of this spirit has prevailed among even Christian nations toward one ano.
ther (and a spirit highly extolled). The direction the affair was taking
displeased Jonah exceedingly, so as to move him to a murmuring and an<
gry prayer even for death—death ; but he was not well prepared yet to
mingle with those spirits among whom * there is joy over one sinner that
repenteth.” How he failed in this point, to be a type of Him that
wept at the sight of Jerusalem ! Well for Jonal that his prayer for death
was not then granted. He so recoiled from men, as to sympathize rather
with the dying gourd. Most wonderful condescension in the expostulation
of Gop with him. Well may we take the words of David, and say,
‘ Let us fall into the hands of Gop, rather than of men; for great are his
mercies.” Tle history closes upon Jonah in this unhappy temper. We
will hope that he retired to practise the lesson taught him by the Ninev.
ites, and to experience the same Divine mercy. The general lesson taught
by the whole, ought to be that of the necessity, the inexpressibly urgent
necessity, of a constant discipline of the Divine Spirit to break down all our
rebellious dispositions towards Gop—to constrain us, by an Almighty force
of grace, to an entire submission and a cheerful ohedience—a cheerful
obedience, especially in the promotion of Gop’s beneficent purposes.
Monghir, ) L.

VI.—Christianity and Hinduism contrasted in Parental
Jeelings.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Drar Sigs,
The following beautiful little anecdote may be new to some of
your readers, though doubtless many are already well acquainted
with it. My object in transcribing it is that it may be viewed in
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contrast with another 1 met with some time ago, in the course of
my native studics. The two ancedotes are of importance, if we
regard them simply as exhibiting the difference of the trains of
thought and feeling which spontaneously arise in the breasts of
the European and Hindu (may I not rather say, Christian and
Heathen ?) parents, reduced by privation and suffering to the
same dreadful alternative. Should you think they will be accept-

able to your readers, you may insert them in any spare pages of
your valuable miscellany.

o,
The German Parents.

During a dreadful famine in Germany, a poor family, consist-
ing of a man, his wife and four children, were reduced to the last
extremity, and on the very point of being starved to death.
Knowing no othier method of relief, the husband proposed that
one of the children should be sold, so that they might procure
bread for themselves and the remaining children. 'l'o this pain-
ful proposal the wife at last reluctantly consented. It was then
necessary to be considered which of the four should be sold. 'T'he
eldest was first mentioned ; but neither of the parents could think
of that : the dear child was their first-born ; they could not pos-
sibly part with him. ‘I'he second was then produced ; but the
poor mother objected: the boy was the very picture of his father;
she could not spare him. 'T'he third, a charming girl, came next
in turn ; but the father made a similar objection : the dear child
bore so strong a resemblance to her mother; she must not go.
Well, only one remained; the youngest appeared. But here
both of them united to say, ¢ We cannot part with him : this is
our Benjamin, the darling child of our old age. No, we will
rather perish altogether, than part with any of our dear children.”

The Bréhman Parents.

In former times there lived a Raja, who having fallen sick of
a very dangerous discase, his recovery was despaired of by his
medical attendants. In this extremity he made earnest supplica-
tions to K4li, promising that if slie would prove gracious to him,
he would offer, on his restoration to health, a human sacrifice on
her altar. Kili was propitious, and the Raji recovered. In
fulfilment of his vow he then sent out his servants in search of
the promised victim, but their efforts for some time proved fruit-
less. At length a Brihman of the neighbourhood, who, with his
wife and three children, had sunk into the deepest poverty and
destitution, hearing of the circumstance, went to the Rd)i and
bargained with him for one of his sons in lieu of a large sum of
money. Then returning home to his wife, he informed her of
what he had done, with the amount of the money promised him
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by the Rajd; and concluded by asking her advice as to which of
their children should be given up as the victim. With a mixture
of joy and grief the Brahmani replied: * The duty attending
to our funeral obsequies devolves on our eldest son, and our
youngest is yet an infant at the breast ; we cannot part with either
of them. Take, therefore, our second son, and sell him to the
R3ji, and thus you will save all the rest of us from death.” The
boy was accordingly sold, and brought to the place of sacrifice;
where perceiving the fate that awaited him, he exclaimed*—

Pitaro dhana lubdhashcha, Raja kharga dhara statha,

Debata bali michhanti, Kome trats bhabishyati?

“ My parents have sold me for the love of money—the Rdji
has seized the sword to slay me-—the Debatd herself desires to
have me as a victim—who now shall appear to save me ?”  With
these words of the boy Kali was so much pleased, that she inter-
posed to prevent the completion of the offering ; saying to the
Ridji, ¢« Your vow is fulfilled, I have received the sacrifice.”

o

VII.—Plan for a Romanizing School Society.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Sins,

I have long intended to send you my sentiments on the Roman-
izing system, not that they can be of any great value, but
because most of those connccted with native society have said
something pro or con on the subject. My position on this ques-
tion has been one of more safety than honor. I have acted the
part of a neutral, and. like all neutrals, have been ready to join the
victorious party whenever the battle is decided.

Asto the system itself, I was always convinced of its utility,
my ouly difficulty has been about its practicability, and to this
hour it does not seem to me that this difficulty has been removed,
at lcast in Hindustin. In Bengal, where so much of the educa-
tion of the country isin the hands of Europeans, the case may
be very different ; but in this part of the country, we have really
no power in our hands to introduce the new character. We may
make romanized books, but unless we get an extensive system
of schools to produce readers, our books in this character can never
crculate. ‘T'he Roman is no doubt become one of the alphabets
of the country, and among Europeans, East Indians, and those
natives who know English, it will be used considerably ; but uuless
we make some spirited effort to propagate it among the indige-
nous masses of the population, I still have some fear that the
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result may be ¢ confusion worse confounded.” I am sincerely
anxious to see the system spread. It would be a great blessing
to the country. But in my opinion the difficulties are much
greater than many seem to imagine. I am not, however, without
hopes that these may be successfully overcome.

My thoughts on the subject have at last settled into something
like a plan. It is this.—I think the friends of the Roman system
should form a School Society, the object of which might be to
communicate European knowledge in the vernacular languages
and Roman character*. Christianity should be openly taught as
in Missionary schools, and the Scriptures and other Christian
books used, along with small and simple compendiums of History,
Geography, &c.  This Society should be on the Catholic prin-
ciples of the British and Foreign School Society, and, where prac-
ticable, the Lancasterian system might be introduced.

The parent Society would be in Calcutta, where there would
be a central-committee and corresponding secretaries, &c., while
auxiliaries with local committees might be formed at all the
principal stations in the country. The schools should be plain
economical day-schools, to give a plain but useful and elevating
education to the common people. T'o teach the Roman charac-
ters at first to a few teachers would be a simple process, and if
once onc school were established, all candidates may easily learn
at it, and in a few years there would be an abundance of teachers
from among the scholars.

Had we at Banaras 90 such schools, averaging say 40 scholars
each, in a few years there would be many thousands who could
read all sorts of useful books in their own language. As the
children would require to earn their bread in the usual way, it
might be necessary to allow them a little time every day to learn
the common Mahajani character and figures, but all their books
should be in Roman. One great advantage would be that they
would be shut up from reading the abominable, silly and super-
stitious trash found either printed or written in Persian or Néigari.

The Society I think should prepare and print its own school
books, with the exception of Scriptures, which could be got from
the Bible Society. One uniform system would thus be introduced
all over the country. In many cases the children could pay for
their books, which would lessen the expense in this part of the
plan, especially considering the comparative chcapness of Roman-
ized printing, and the great number that would be by and by
required. L

I am very confident that almost all the Missionaries of every
denomination would cordially co-operate in such a plan, and would

* Ou this subject we refer our correspondent to the Calculia Chrigtian Gbserver
for June, p. 281, —Eb.
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gladly either superintend schools directly or act on committees of
management. Backed by a respectable committee in Calcutta,
the local committees would generally be able to raise consider-
able, if not sufficient funds, on the spot, and I have no doubt
but much help might be got from various kindred Societics in
Europe and America.

I do not think the plan I have sketched would interfere with
any existing plans for Native education. The Government
Schools are almost exclusively for English, and are principally
frequented by the more respectable classes or expectants of office,
and the Missionaries are almost all gradually abandoning the
field of general education and confining themselves to Seminarics
for preachers or catechists, or to orphan asylums, and schools
for Christian children. As it respects school-books, I do not
know how matters might be capable of arrangement with the
School-Book Society, but it is evident that without altering their
system entirely, they could not furnish a set of school-books,
such as would suit sclivols where Christianity would be openly
taught.

I think we should thus occupy a new and most important po-
sition, and not only secure the propagation of the Roman system,
but bring into operation a poweriul instrument for raising the
Native character.

It is needless for me to say more at present : my only object in
these crude remarks is to bring the subject under your consider-
ation. I hope to be in Calcutta soon, wheun I shall be glad to
discuss the subject, in hopes that if not this plan, some other
mode may be struck out in order to accomplish the great object
in view.

Bandras, 15th June, 1837. B.

VII.—Remarks on the Memoir of Kiernander.

To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dean Sin,

In the Calcutta Christian Observer for May you have given, without any
signature, a memoir of the Rev. J. Z. Kiernander, the first Protestant
Missionary to Bengal, in which the writer makes many excellent reflections
deserving the very mature attention of every Missionary. Far be it from
me to lower the standard of spirituality, of indifference to worldly ease and
society which he proposes ; 1 join him heart and hand to-the full exfent
of his positions. The true Missionary’s aim and object are of a purely
spiritnal and highly elevated character ; and he caunot be too careful of any
approximation even to a momentary forgetfulness of the solemn obligations
to a holy consistency that press upon him, uot only for the deliverance of
his own soul in the great day, but in order that his example and spirit
may never afford or even seem to atford the slightest ground of encourage-
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ment to a worldly temper that would quote his behaviour as an excuse for,
if not a sanction to itself in others.

But in order to this, it can never be either necessary or prudent to go
beyond the plain indubitable fact in any case, in dealing out either praise
or censure. | entirely acquit the writer of the memoir of Kiernander of
any the slightest intention to overstep the Jimits of fact in the reflections
he has indulged in upon what he deems the evidences and results of a
decline of personal piety and of the fervour of devotion in that first of Pro-
testant Missionaries in Bengal. 1 am fully persuaded he has been actuated
only by a sincere desire to be faithful, and to caution all who now occupy or
may hereafter occupy the Missionary field, against any indulgences that
would tend to draw them off from the one great object, and to lessen either
the efficiency of their labours or the power of their example. Happily
there is little likelihood of the occurrence of frequent instances, like that
of Kiernander, of high and wealthy connexions being formed by the Mis-
sionaries of the present day. They are advantageously placed generally,
above the pressure of altogether inadequate means on the one hand, and
out of the range of intimate intercourse with the powerful and affluent
on the other. The wide difference between the characteristics of Indian
society as it exists in the present day and as it was in Kiernander's time,
not having been clearly seen and fully appreciated, is 1 conceive the rea-
son why your correspondent has, as I apprehend, done real though uninten-
tional injustice to the religious consistency of that eminent Missionary.
At that period European society in Bengal was vastly more limited than
at present; and in a still greater degree was it confined within the circle
of the civil and military functionaries of the Service : few, very few others,
and they chiefly mercantile men of eminence, were to he found in Calcutta
when Kiernander inhabited it. Incomes too were much larger, fortunes were
move xplendid, a vastly more princely style of display and more luxurious
mode of living prevailed. ¢ Gold,” says an old writer, ““ was plenty, lahour
cheap, and not one indigent European in all Calcutta.” A man like
Kiernander,of admittedability, correct education,prepossessingappearance,
refined and gentlemanly manners, would not only be deemned eligible for the
first society, but courted and solicited to enter it ; and such was the case :
add to this, Kiernander was wealthy—both his wives brought him fortunes.
Perhaps it may be thought he should, notwithstanding, have lived in the
style of a man without fortune. It may be so. Yet even without a refe.
rence to the opinions of men in his day and to the universal practice of the
existing society, let it be asked if the wealthy religious, lay or clerical, of
the present day have put forth or do act upon such a principle 7 The writer
of the memoir says, * He und his wife were among the richest people
in Calcutta. They lived in great style, not calling to their table the
poor and the maimed, but the rich and noble, with whom the Mis-
sionary was a great favourite.” Now, Sir, putting Christian candour, and
charity, and * evil surmising”” out of consideration, let me again inquire
whether the less afluent Missionaries of the present day, who yet have
means generally adequate, I think, to the support of a ereditable appearance
and moderate hospitality, whether they do yet invite ‘‘ the poor and the
maimed” only to their tables? I do not ask whether our Bishops and
Chuplains, with far higher emoluments, are thus in the habit of literally
following our Lord’s solemn injunction—an injunction, however, in my
epinion that was nof designed to express merely the spirit of Christian
bospitality, but somewhat more of the letter too than is generally thought,
as far at least as or