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I.-Description of the Khunds 01· J{/11mdhas. By 1.lf1·. W. 
BROWN. 

[Continued from pnge 168.J 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Ouserver. 
Gr:NTLEi\lF.N, 

You having intimated in the article prefixed to my first paper on this 
suhject, that you would be glad to recei\•e any ful'ther infol'mation illus­
trative of the habits and chai-acter of these mountain people I shall 
have much pleasure in forwardini:r to you any informntion calculated 
to interest either you or the public. It is desirable whilst exel'cising, 
as the British Government does, a direct or indirect sway over the 
people of this vast peninsula, that they should be acquainted with all the 
bl'anches of the Indian family ; but some difficulty will ever exist in acquir­
ing an extensive knowledge of these mountain tribes, who from theh· 
positions and habits of life are seldom or ever brought into contact with 
theil· neighbours of the plains; and even where intercourse does take 
place it is usually under circumstances unfavorable to an intimate ac­
quaintance. An inroad of these mountaineers, or, as in this case, a 
hostile in\•asion of their retreats constitute nearly all the oppo1·tunities 
we have yet had of studying theh· character. In this paper there will be 
frequent 1·eference to the subjects noticed in my former communication, 
but they will be illustrated by other incidents, and several things not men­
tioned there will be introduced here. 

I have obtained a small vocabulary of words, to which I have attached 
the correspondent Oriya tel'ms written in the Oriya al11habet, the1·e being, 
ns formerly noticed, no written character amongst the Khunds themseh·es. 
'fhere is one peculiarity, and that is that the numerals, as far as twenty, 
the extent of my present knowledge, are, with some slight difference of 
pronunciation, the same as those used by the Oriyas. 

This vocabulary obtained on the spot, if it present a fair sample of the 
Khund language, shows that it is essentially different from that of their 
neighbours of the plains; this almost entire difference shows that the 
Khuncls are an original people, and that they never formed a part of the 
Indian family around them. They are a distinct race distinguished by 
" peculiar language, by singular customs, and by straoge usages purely 
national. 

The construction of the sentences, judging from the few we have been 
nhle to collect, seems formed in a manner somewhat simila1· to othi,1· 
eastem languages. There appe,us to be, according to this list, about one 
word in thirty Telinga. These are doubtless imported, there having been 
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some occn~ional intercourse hetwt>en the Khnnds nnd the people inhahit­
ing the Khimedi distJ·ict. Out of about seventy words I have discovel'ed .., 
about seven or eight used in Orissa. The compound word ~e110 -ij', used 

,J.-
hel'e for tobacco, is usl'd for the same thing in these hills. By means of the 
Oriya 01· the Roman charactl.'r a literature might he easily cl'eated amongst 
them, and thus be made the instrument of much goo,! to this miserable and 
wretched r11re. How desirable such a sequel to the rlistre,sing war which 
has so lately desolated theil' unhappy country ! If " the battle of the 
warrior and gal'ments rolled in hlood" he the harbingel' of civilization, 
literature, and finally, Christianity itself; we will be thankful to Him of 
whom it is written, that though "clouds a111l darkness are round about 
J1im, yet justice anti jurlgment al'e the habitations of his throne." 

Human sacrifices is a snhject which has justly excited horror amongst 
1111 classes of the communitv, and that such harbaritie~ should have been 
canied on for ages in a country claimed as suhject to British sway, with­
out even the slightest intimation having escaped, is matter of just suqnise. 
That such monstrous crimes as the 111eria puJa l'hould have been practis­
ed with impunity so nem· our civil and military station~, may well excite 
astonishment and th}1t instinctive horror and disgust which we feel in cases 
of srstematic and cold-blooded murder. The Sati and Ghat murders are 
sup1iosed to ha\'e het>n perpetrated with the cons,•nt of the unh:1ppy and 
misguided parties them~elves. Here nothing of the kind is ev!'n pretend­
ed ; the Khnnds claim the right to kill simply 011 the gl"llund of having 
purcl,ased the 1:'ctim. Althoul!'h I gave some account of the manner of 
sacrifice in my first paper, I con~ide1· no apology necessary for introducing 
the subject agai11, ns the circumstances here na1·raterl are derived from a 
dilfnent quarter; hut though they differ in detail, they yet illustrnte and 
confirm the main fact. 

The following· is the substance, with a slight omission, of a statement 
mmle by a nati,·e Khnncl and written h:r a gentleman on the spot. A 
similar account has also been shown to me hy another person. The fact of 
cutting or chopping the victim whilst livin~r, is a eommon practice in their 
sacrifices; 311(1 this testimony, comiug from the mouth of an eye-witnes~ 
of these deeds of darkness, cannot fail to be a valuable addition to thi, 
testimony all'ea1ly hefore u~. \Vlmt a picture of human nature does it 
convey, coming ai: it does from those who were themselves perpetrators of 
these horrid det>ds ! This is man without moral cultivation and the benign 
influence of religion. 

.Manner of Sacrifice. 
On the ,lay for wo1·shipping the goddess of the earth all the males fast, 

and all the people proceed to the jangal to bring Guman woorl which 
they place in their houses; on the following day birds are made out of 
this wood: on the spot on which the sacrifice is to take place a post is 
erected, and near it a hole is dug, into wl1ich the blood of a pig killed by 
the priest is thrown•. The priest does not eat with the people during 
the festival. The flesh of the pig is cooked and eaten hy the Khunds. 
The priest receives a fowl and some rice near the post, which he 
cooks ancl eats close by. After the people have had their food, the 
images of birds are placed over the doon of the houses of the village. 
Should the person to be sacrificed he a grown person, chains are put 
on his legs, but not usually on children. The whole people then 
drink till they become intoxicated; after ,~hich the head of the victim 
is anointed with oil, and the Khunds apply their own hands nod rub 

• Sometime•, it is said, the victim is smothel'ed in this blood. 
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the oil 011 theii· own headij, They then bl"ing the images of birds and 
d;u1ce in front of the victim, snying ",v e l1ave bought you from you1· 
parents, they have received your price: we are going to sac1·ifice yon." 
On this a bambu about fifteen cubits long is hrou,g-ht, a bunch of pea­
cock's fpathea·s and a cloth 11re tied round it, when they b~gin to dance, 
After thi:1 the priest proceeds to the village boundary ,ind dig~ a hole; 
the \'i1•ti111 being led round the boundary, accompanied by the ;1~­
semhled l(hunds, he is conducted by the priest to the post and bounrl: 
the priest then strikes him with an axe, which is the signal for all to 
attack him. The l(hunds with theil· axes cut off the flesh and limbs 
pie1·e-meal, and carry the pieces to their respective villages, together 
with the images of the fowls: the latter are placed on posts in the 
villages, which posts are annually renewe,l for the sacrifice, at the foot 
of which the flesh of the sacrificetl victim is hu1·ied. The following 
day the peo11le all assemble again : a buffalo is then brought, its leg~ 
are taken off at the knee, it is left there ; and on the thi1·d day they 
return, and tho.e who have taken piece~ of the sacrifice secul'e pieces 
of the buffalo, which they cook ancl eat. They then return to their 
homes and do no work for foua· days, as it is supposed the flesh of the 
ijaCl'itice woultl ri~e above the earth during the time. Another sacl'itice 
is pel'formed in cases of disease. An intended victim having been brought 
fo1·wa1·d, the ;\Jalikas of the neighbouring villages assemble the villagel'S, 
and at the height of the disease puja is pel'formed. The ohject of this 
puja, which takes place at any time, i~ said to be to p1·opitiate the goddess 
Satchri, 

It has been observed, that the flesh of the sacrificed victim is buried 
the same day, and that four days are supposed to be ominous: should 
the flesh of the ,·ictim rise during these days, or should it by any means be 
exhumated, or the person who buried it do any work dul'ing the prescribed 
periotl, Satchri will be disappointed, and a bad harvest will be sure to 
follow. The colo1· of the haldi will be had, and e,·ery sol't of rural 
prosperity will, for the year, be at an end. Thel'e must, thea·efore, be 
the greatest punctuality in the obsenance of these rites; the least 
failure or mistake on these subjects would he fatal to the nation, 
depril•e them of the expected harvest, and throw all their calcula­
tions of the future into the utmost doubt. "Unless the earth be dul}' pro. 
pitiated, and unless sacrifices," say they, "be duly pel'formed, how can our 
trees hloom with the blossoms of nature ? and how can the fruits of 
the season he brought forth?" All again would be banen, the earth 
would again lose its stability, we should be in want, in darkness, and 
sorro,v. 

Burning the dead. 

The corpse is taken to the place appointed fo1· that purpose, accom­
panied by the relations of the deceased person: the body being burned, 
they return home. On the following day rice is placed iu all the old 
chattis of the pl,1ce, which are then deposited near the spot where the 
corpse was burned. On the following or third day, the relations, hav­
ing bathed, proceed to the place again, cook their rice in ne,v chat. 
tis, and bewail their loss. The priest anoints them with oil, saying, 
" Your grief is gone from this day." After eating their rice they 
return home: a bulfalo and fowls are killed, and the friends of the 
deceased feasted on them. To the priest rice and a fowl are given as 
a 11resent. On the following day a new cloth and a new corn-fan, 
(sup,) a broom, and some rice al'e taken to the place where the de-
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eP:ised was burned, and the people sn,•, "We did not kill yo11; you die1l; 
the ~pi1·its desiring it." They then dep111·t, and should any flv or in~"•·t 
li,1d1t upon the cloth it is folded up in it, otherwise a fty ia caught 111ul 
takt>n to the house from whence the people (being relations of the 1lt>Cl'11s. 
ed), came, a111l is placed in a mol'tal' fol' pounding rice. A fowl is killt>d, 
and the live1· placed neal' it. The persons present thl'n a,ld1·e!'s the fly, 
saying, "Remain with us n~ a ~afcguard; if I go to the jangal~ follow 
me, let not a tige1· kill me." Then the insect is 1·elea!letl ; tht>y eat tluiir 
food, a111l the pl'iest departs, having received rice aml a fowl. 

Allusion has heen made in this paper to priests, who appear to oflici11te 
in the mal'riage ceremonies and at the public yearly sacrilices de~cri hed 
aho\'e. It seC'ms, that there is one connected with most ofthe •·illaj!'es. 
Sume say, his office is here,litary, aml others Hay, he is only appointed 
to the office; but in either casP, he is a person of note, guarded by certain 
im1111111ities not common to other men. Ilis own villai,re cannot lawfully 
punish or disg-race him fo1· any crime, he must he com11l11i11ed of to the 
Malika, 01· superior of the muta or ,Ii strict, who being of sul'el'ior dignity to 
any in the 1·ill11ge council, is thought to be more proper for takine;- cogni­
zance of crimes committed by one "not in the roll of common men." There 
are some stories told of these men, not 1•ery pleasant either to tell or hear; 
but I suppose justice is to he done even to these 1.ilond-sta.inerl monsters of 
the hills as well as to others: and as I ne,•er heard the11e tales from the 
Khunds them•elves, though l have examined several, I fm·hear to l'Pcord 
them, assured that these wretches ha,·e enough to answer fur without 11ny 
one's unnecessarily inc1·easing the number uf their offences. 

That they encourage human sacrifices and perform the most prominent 
pal't in thP~e rletested rites, there can he no doubt; and the existence of 
such a rnce of profe,sional murderers can harrlly he supposed to be consis­
tent with the welfare of any 11eople, wh.itever the dispensation may he 
ur11le1· which they may live. Let the friends of Christianity, of educa­
tion, anfl of moral improvement pray fo1· and determine on the destruc­
tion of these honihle sacrifices; and the inhuman wretches, "ho fo1· 
selfish pul'poses now support the practic<i, will he confoundeil, and this 
horrible iui11uity will hide its head. The cry of British humanity has 
can,e,l the lil'es of the Sati to l.ie fo1· ever exti!tguished. The same won­
der-working power, the detestation of a Christiau and powerful people 
pnhlicly expressed, will shortly penetrate these desolate hill~ and secluded 
vallL•ys, au,l innocent hlood, till now shed with impunity under the 
awful sanction of a cruel surerstition, will foreve1· cease to flow : tl'Uth 
and mercy will triumph over ,leception and cruelty; through the breadth 
of the lancl shall be spread the knowledge of the Lord, and the te1-rible 
!vleria Puja ht> exchanged for the huly institutions of the religion of the 
Bible, and the blessings of civilized life. 

The manuer in wloich these victims are obtained, though alluded to 
beforP, may perhaps admit of a mtlrtl particular description. Two or three 
anecdotes tendiug to illu-trate the practice may probably he interestiug. 
A number of Pannes being out in search of victims, an1l having ar­
rived in the neighhou1'110ocl of Sambhalpur came to a place wht're a 
family resided, ar11011gst whom was a youth somewhat deficient in under­
etauding. The unnatural parent;; and 1·elatives, perhaps, fem·ing that 
he might hecome a h11nle11 to them, sold him for a small sum. He 
was Ol'dered by his relations to go into the janKal in search of cows. 
\Vhen tie was alone in the jangal, the men w11om he hail seen diH­
conrsing with his relatives and A"iving them money seizl'd him, iofo1·ming 
him he 1ras sol cl, took him away, placed him in a hoat, and couveyed him to 
the l{hund country, where he remained till 1·escued by our 11rmy. Some 
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persons have been kidnnpped, or trepanned, by being included in 
nirrt!l'ments pl'ofessedly made on othe1· Huhjects, e111l these lMtflle per~ons 
h11ve been nstoniRhed to find themselvea sold 01· b11rte1·ed awav without 
the )past suspicion or concurrence on their own pa1·ts. A man going 
with his brother from the lowlands to one of the KhulHI village~, 
wns thu~ frnudulently dispost!d of. 

The circumst11nces 11s stated to me were these :-Having an·iverl at a 
Khu111l villa)!'P, one of the brothers went to t1·ansact business, whilst 
the othpr brother remained near the tree outside. After h11ving 
wnitt>d till he was tired, he went into the village, and found to his 
astonishment that he had been induded in a bargain, by his unna­
tural brother, and he was immediately seized by the peopl~ as a 
l\leria. The wifo of the man who wns Rold, hearing of the sari con­
dition of he1· husband, went to the place of his captivity, and enrlea. 
,·ourerl to obtain his release. She found this could only he clone 
by giving in exchange her two children. This, it seems, she actually 
dicl, and ohtained he1· husband's release. It will be very satisfacto1·y to all 
the friendR of humanity to be informed, that these two chilclren we1·e afte1·. 
ward~ re8cned 11nd given up to their parents. The persons whose in. 
famous business it is to obtaiu victims, are sometimes sp1·ead abroacl over 
the neig-hbouring districts, for the horrid purpose of collecting (Jrrsons f,11· 
1mcrifice, who a1·e kept for the appointed season. All ages, all conditions, 
femalt! or male, are alike eligible for their horrid pur11ose. Thus are 
these wretches marauding the su1·rounding neighbourhood, securing some. 
times hy purchase, sometimes by fraud, nnd, doubtless, sometimes by force, 
the de~titute, the wande1·er, or those unca1·ed.for bv unnatural relatives. 
The th11gs nre said to respect certain classes of· persons, whom they 
e,cempt from their murderous g1·asp; but from the fit!n<lish grasp of the 
murderous l\feria.hunter, no age, no sex, no gnilt, no innoc;-nce, can 
form an exemption. More bloody than Moloch, and more terrihle than 
the Druids of old. 

Jt is not perhaps possible to form an estimate of even the prohable 
amount of sacrifice in the different mutlis I have seen one account of 
the numbers saicl to have been rescued on the i\1:.,h-as side, but it is to be 
feared that the numbers rescued beu no p1·oportion to the numbers still 
in captivity. 

The heartless and reckless mannt>r in which the Kh11111ls view the whole 
of the bloody ancl horrible rites is best tolcl by the following an<'c,lote :­
In consequence of there being no literature amonist them, every thing is 
trnstetl to memory; mistakes must, therefore, frequently ari~e in accounts 
even in the ~implest forms of business. Each village 01· muta in tum, 
according to immemorial custom, furnishes a Meria. A short time hack a 
mistake arose as to who was to furnish the next victim. This dispute was 
!'nt.ere,I into with pl'ecisely the same feelings with which they "·ould have 
entertained the question of fumishin;:- a goat, or a hasket of l'ice, 01· any 
other common a1·ticle of sale or barter. The business was viewed as a 
common transaction, and the conteniling pa1·ties ag1·eed to refe1· the matter 
to future arbitration. 

The religion of this people must necessarily be involved in darkness, 
and the information obtained from themselves must appea1· conflicting, 
and even contrndictory; but thLs ill often the case even amongst 0111·selves 
-every one giving his own opinion, and thus creating difficulties in the 
mind of the inquirer. This country being also separated into distt·icts, 
and subject to no efficient general government, ranging, as the people 
do, the mountain and plain with those notions of independance natural to 
the savage bl'east, it is not to be wondered at, if diffe1·ent districts do differ 
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in tht>ir opinions, 111111 customs, and if the st11tement which exactly applies 
to one shuul.t require modification when applied to another. Still thc1·e 
ure ~ome striking ar11l peculiai· charncteristics amongst the l(hund,; as 
to 1·el i:.:-ion. It is a urri 1·crsal opi11ion adopted 1.Jy these people that there is a 
~" peri11ll'111l i11g prnl'iilence, a so1·t of retributive irrterference on the part of 
some irll'isilile and superior liei11gs. who watch with constant attention the 
llt:tiuns of marr, anti pr1>side over the ceremonies of such a religion as 
th1>y pQsst>ss. Respecting a future existence they hare some notion, for 
the fou11dt>r of their 11atio11 i~ said after ,leath to have appeared to the 
first people of tl,eir race, an,1 ordned the horril,le sacrifices so often 
referr<><l to in this a11d other papers, They !relieve in a plurnlity 
of g<11ls. Of moral virtue such a people must have l,ut few notions, 
and these of the most rnde, contracted and imperfect lcind. Jn religious 
matt.•rs there are shades of difference approximating to the opinions 
of the peo11le near whose territory any particular part of the Khtmd 
country may Ire. In that part of tire hills which I visited, mr temple 
rises to nll'y the scene, no house dedicated to worship; I.rut in the parts, 
approach in.~- to lloatl, arrd the vall<'y of the Mahanaddi, I am told temples 
begin to :q,pear, and deities are fouml whose names partake somewhat of 
the Oriya lang1111ge. This sort of reseml,lance is easily accounted for hy the 
admixture, which is the consequence, whe1·e two languages and two nations 
meet without a natural houn.Jary between them to keep them distinct. 
There is a strip of land lying between the l\Iahanaddi and the mountains 
occupie(J by the Khunds, and here the Oriya language and religion prevail 
as for as Sambhalpur. This strip of land is, I believe, in many places 
not more than a mile or two wide, or from that to a few miles in width. h 
is not just here, but in the midst of the hills, far from the l\Jaluinaddi, 
that you find the Khund character, manners, and opinions completely 
developed. Like other savages their religion seems to cousist in a general 
notion of spiritual agency, and in the performance of certain 1·ites pl'e­
scribed hr tire customs of their country. Jt is hoped that day will ere 
long da11 n upon them, and that not mauy years will he suffered to elapse 
befo1·e a change will take place amongst even the l.rarl.Jarous Khunds, when 
that religion which gives a new heart, and 1·enews a right spirit, shall 
be embraced even by them, and the dominion of true knowledge have in­
fluence in this stronghold of cruelty and vice. 

There is a subject not yet touched upon,-the predato1·y habits of 
at least some of the Khunds. M ukhalinga is a district immediately 
abo,·e the Ghats, at the top of a pass of the same name, embracing se,·eral 
consideraule hills and inten•ening plains, and overlooking the lowlands, 
presenting a fine view of the Ghumsora territory. 

The inhabitants of this division of Khundistan have long been infa­
mous for their predatory hal.Jits,-their thieving and even murderous 
propensities. They sometimes privately rol.J the person of the travelle1·, 
Sometimes they kill, I.Jut nrore frequently not, I am told, because plunder, 
not blood, is their object. One of them talking to me, very naturally says, 
"\Vhy should we kill if we get what we desii·e without?" To obtain 
what is another's is their ohject; this done, they do not destroy, unless in 
revenge for private offences, or unless serious opposition is made. Their 
robberies are more frequently what are called, I believe, in India da/caiti, 
or by a sudden inroad into a district 01· village, carrying off such 
plunder as they can find. When an att:ick is to he made, some­
thing like an African commando is got up. They asseml.Jle those who a1·e 
swift of foot, and strong .of arm, the young and acti\'e, The leader 
and his followers, each armed with their count1·y weapons, the battle-axe, 
and the bow, proceed down the passes of the mountains, 01· it may be into 
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a neighbouring Khund district, nnd with haste .,eize, to use n favorite 
phl'llse of their own, whatever they like best, v,hiclt happens unfu1·tunatel.'I to 
be just those things which their neighbours nlso most est!•em-property 
of the solid kind. After seizing cattle, rice, instrnments of husbandry, 
11ml such materials as 11re used here, they retire with all the speed 
possible to a " spoil.encumbered foe." Unlikt> the Arahs or Indians 
of the Pampas, none are mounted, hut all travel the plains and range the 
mountain.top, the leade,· and led alike on foot. The booty being secured, 
they wait not for an attack, nml thus usually no hattle ensuc.>s. Fr:t}'S, I 
11111 told, sometimes occur, hut not oftl'n. These dakaits will appear iu a 

particular quarter, without the slightest previoul! information of their 
11pproach havinl{ reached the other pa1·ty. They appear also in such uum. 
he1·l! that 110 force likely to he on any particubr spot, witbout previous 
a1Tangt>ment, would he alile to oppose; and thus hefore any notice can be 
l(iHn to the surrnunding c6u11try, or a force collected, these active persons 
111·e secure iu theil' own district. 'fhus desolation and miserv are left 
Lel,ind them, and tlae poor and deprived people alone l'emain to teil the tale. 

During the late campaign, while a detachment of the 6th (1lfadras IV. I.) 
was stationed at Ganzlibacl, sit1wted near the l\J u ldwlinga pass, an attack 
was said to ha\'e beeu made upon a sentinel, which shows the adven­
turous disposition of the people in this district. Sometime during the 
night three Khunds, armed in the way common to the country, attacked, 
cut in several places, and finally dragged the sentinel from his post into 
a neighhonring field. Some of the chiefs, lately taken and tried by 
court.martial, had heen a clay or two before executed ,•ery near this 
military station. The bodies of these unfortunate and misguided 
men were still hanging. The object of the attack upon the sentinel, 
I believe, is commonly suppo,erl to have been to secure the bodies of their 
executed friends and cal'l'y them off. I have had occasion to notice before 
how tenacious the Khunds are of securing the bodies of their dead com­
panions, and that some risks have been 1·un Ly them to gnin their purpose. 
The version of the story, as gh•en by the sipahi himself was this :-Three 
amwcl men of the country during the night came suddenly under the cover 
of darkness upon him, draggerl him from his post, wounding him, hut said, 
that they did not wish to kill him, hut insiste<l on his pointing out the 
commanding office1·'s tent, as they wished to take him, they sai<l, and 
haug him heside their de:ul companions. This would have been no 
doubt agreeable enough to thei1· feeling·s, hut there are some difficulties 
in aclmittinit the si('ahi's story ; lmt whatever might be the object of the 
attack, which is not material to this narrative, the attack itself upon un 
armrd sentinel within tl,e limits of a camp, and within a few yards of 
a whole detachment, and that too by only three men and those without fire. 
arms, is a circumstance which illustrates the daring character of the Mu. 
khalinga people. The p1·edato1-y habits of these people are not only admit­
ted as a genernl characteristic, but are attempted to be accounted for in 
the following exti·aordinery manner. 

Legendai·y Tale. 
Many ages back, say they, one of the fathers of our nation, reputed as 

a great man in his day, went into the jangal for his own pleasure. In 
the course of his rambles in the jangal he found a wonderful bird, which 
he contrived to secure and take home. Afte,· this, the bird produced an 
egg, and from this egg again was produced a man remarkable for his 
diminutil'e size. This little man heing ing,mious, produced an image as 
remarkable for beauty a11 the make,· (was for the smallness of hi~ 
stature. Our fathe1·s were g1·eatly astonished, and wonde1·ed much what 
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to do with it: nt length it wns dPtermined to carry it to the GhumllorR 
raJa. The reja, as was expected, was greatly pleased with the image, and 
took it for his own use, at the sanw time a~king what favor l,e co,,ld 
hestow upon thP Mukhalinl!'a peo11le for so heautiful a pre,Pr,t. The 
people perceil•pd this favorable opponunitv, arnl ijai,I, "0 i,:r,•at kin~, we 
desire liherly to take what we like hest." Tht> nijli. intent upon con. 
templating the image, or not consi,IPring- the c1111,eq11t>ncPs, l!·ave them 
pPrmission to t,,ke and 11os•Pss what thl'y fi!(ed be.,t. Thus, say the)', we 
take what w,• wish where we can find it; why should we not-it is ou1· pri. 
vill'ge to do so? 

At the time that I visited thii1 district the ,·illages wpre in aRhPll, and 
the wretched inh:.bitants with tlu·ir destitute familiei1 were lin~rrin~ 
around the spot where they and their fothprs frnm time immemorial had 
resided. I went down amongst them alont', an1l knowing th.-fr pr~1lilt-c. 
tion for tohacco, carried some cigars and µ-an• them away. Thr\ epoke 
Oriya, and I 1liscoursed with them a long time. ThPy spoke, as may 
he supposed, of their present mispry most pathl'tically-how their ha. 
1,itations were burned an<l their people destroyed. I told them I pitied 
their helpless an<l destitute condition, but that I had 11othin!! to <lo" ith 
the war 01· this world's knowl-,dge : my business was to teach men bow 
they may be happy after death. l stayed till <luk, and we parted with 
apparent cordiality. 

Mati-imonial Affairs. 
l touched on this subject, but in addition to inquiries made by myself, I 

have been politely favored with some papers containing translations of 
conversations with native Khunds, taken by a gentleman in the serl'ice, 
1 shall transcribe some of these papers, only omitting a few items which I 
think unimportant. 

,vhen a young man is in love with a woman he sends a party, consist. 
ing of seven or eight of his friends, to the house of the female, to in­
form her parents that he is anxious to marry their daughter. If 
they consent, a buffalo is given to the party, who on their return kill 
and eat it. On the second day, the female's parents come to the 
man's house, and inquire of his relatives what the marriage portion is 
to be. The young man then shows his property, from which they selPct 
whatever they approve ; having done this, they 1·et11rn home. leaving 
however the property where they found it. On the third day, the bride. 
groom's parents an<l friends go to the house of the bride, with the 
property as before selected. They are then all feasted on buffalo, and 
are allowed to carry away a quantity of meat, and their friends are 
feasted. Next day, the b1·ide's parents visit the bridegroom, who ft'e<ls 
them in the same manner. The bridegroom's parents then ask those 
of the bride on what day the marriage is to take place. Having ap. 
pointetl the day, they are dismissed with rice and buffalo meat; the 
former they retain for themselves, the latte1· they give to their frienrls, 
On the following <lry, the friends of the bride im·ite those of the 
bridegroom to their village. On their arrival, the bridegroom's relations 
again inquire on what day they consent the nuptials. should take pl_ace. 
The day is agreed upon as befo1·e, also the road on which the 1,1·ocess1on11 
are to meet. On the appointed day, mats are spread before the floor of the 
Jwuse for a short distance, and mats are held up hy the bl'ide's frienrls for her 
to pass untler. On arriving at the end of these,a friend takes her up on hi~ 
back, and they p1·oceed to meet the friends of the bridegroom half way he. 
tween the two villages. The bride's parents say to tho8e of the hridPgroom, 
(he heing absent,) " Take the bride and her property." On this, ~ome 
of the bridegroom's friends advance to those oftho bride, and receive her at 
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their han1ls. The parents of the hridegroom having securecl the bride, both 
parties return to their respective homes. On the following day, a cot is 
placed in the stret>t, and on it is place,! the brirll', unde1· which the sister, 
if tlll're he nny, lies, if not, the brother of the hride: she is then bathed in 
turmeric watl't', which foils on the Jlerson below, who sp1·i11gi11g up, takes 
the ring from the hride's finger and runs a shoi·t distance. The hride 
then 11sks for the ring: the pe1·son replies, I have got wet under 
your cot, I will not gil·e it unless you gi,·e me a necklace. The bride 
takes off her necklace anti gil·es it, and her ring is returned. The priest 
next takes a thread ancl dyes it in turmeric water: a gou1·d i~ then pierced, 
through which the thread is run; and the priest accompanied hy the 
parents, takes the h1·ide and gourcl to a house built for the purpose in the 
janll"al. Two pegs are driven into the ground by the priest, and the string 
with the gourd is tied to them, when the priest says, '' Mny no fly or insect 
alight upon this gourd, and may happiness attend your daughter." The 
parents of the bridegrnom then conduct him to the priest: the string is 
taken from the gourd, divided, and tied round each of the young people's 
necks; and the parents take the pl"iest, bridegroom, and bl"ide to their 
house. The two latter are then fed; the priest cooks his own food, which 
having eaten he takes his departure home. 

Sh11111rl any insect alight on the gourd it is a sign of approaching death 
to either the bride 01· Lridegrnom; and, of course, is a thing to be de­
precated. 

Jl,fanner of Building, 
The manner of building was noticed in a former paper: one peculiarity 

I observed, but forgot to mention; which is this-that the Khunds do not 
seem to repair their houses in detail, as is the case in all other countries, 
more especially where every one is allowed to follow the inclinations of his 
own mind. The houses being made of wood, in p1·ocess of time decay by the 
action of the air, storms, and sun's 1·ays; and as all the village is composed 
of similar materials, built at the same time, and exposed to the same 
casualties, they may be supposed to partake of a similar decomposition and 
at the same period. Custom, the ne plus ultra of most men's reasoning, 
seems to determine the practice of never repairing the old habitations. 
Tl,ese are left to fall, 01· are gradually removed by time or othe1· means. 
A new villa!l"e is constructed 11ea1· the one about to be left. The new town 
i~ exactly like the old one: no other difference exists, excepting so much 
as arises from the incapacity of man to make two things preciselr the 
same. No contemplated alteration in the shape of improvement ever 
i-eems to ('nter the mind of an inhabitant of these mountains. Cupidum 
11ovrll"111n 1·e1·um, is a failing which never troubles them, or perplexes their 
counsels. I ,·isite<l a place w lie re a new village was thus rising a few yards 
from the former; the people were busily engaged in the preparation of 
their new habitations. 

Admini.Ytration of Oaths. 
This ;-;; an important part of the civil and social policy of every people, 

being- the acknowle,lged test hy which truth is to be established. A particu­
lar notice on this sul,ject cannot he uninte1·esting to those who feel any 
interest in the knowle,lge of sa"age customs an<l laws. \Ve will give first 
the old oath supposed to have been administered to the i\lalikas by the 
Raja of Ghumsora. 

A uluudsucker is tied down in a crouching manner; a small quantity 
of rice sprinkled with the bloo,I of a fowl, a lump of ea1·th from a 
white-,111t hi'), a la,np, a piece of a tiger's skin, a peacock's eyed fea­
thl'r, an,! a Hari Br,1.1,sa maile of t,il leaf with figures of animal~ on it 
are all taken and placed in a basket, and held Ly the person admini::ltering 

VI. 2 z 
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the oath, wl10 then says," Swear." On this, the pnrty taking the 011th, say!!, 
"I swear tn t1•ll the truth, and if I give false jud~ment or testimony, (laying 
liis han1! on the tiger's skin) mav a tiger, in the form of a bloo1l-sucker, 
dr\'Our me." Laying his hand on the lump of earth taken from the m1t-hill, 
hr s:iy,, '· 1\Jay the snake of that ant-hill poison me;" or laying his hand on 
the p,•arock's feather, " i\lay an enraged tiger, like the peacock spreading 
Iii, plumage, fly upon me and de1•our me;" or putting his hanrl upon the 
}lllri HrHJ8a, he s:1ys," !\Jay there be a curse upon se,·en µ-euerations of 
my family, if I do uot speak right things." Having said this, he takes up 
i,ome of the 1·ice, and eating it snys, " Should I tell a falsehood, may I 
die of dyspntery; I ha,·e sworn, and I now extinguish this lamp, mi,! if I do 
falsely, may I and family be extingui,;hed, that there shall be no one left to 
light a lamp for me." 

2nd, The oath administered by 1\lalikas to witnesses or those suh­
ject to their general control. A buffalo and a hog are sacrificed ; the 
livers heing taken out, spitted on an arrow, and mixed with pa1·ched 
rice are placed in a basket. Over this axes are laid ; an egg is then 
broken into a leaf-cup, this also is deposited in the ha~ket. Over 
the li\·ers a1·e spread banyan leaves, and they are then cut with a· 
sharp instrnml'nt, and a small qunntit.y of the Pg{!; is gi,·en to the person 
swearing; ll'ho says, " If I gi1·e false testimony, may I be cut through a11 

these lea,·es :1nd livers have been cut through; and nrny arrows so pierce 
through my lil'er: I will tell the trnth." Here follows a kind of test, by 
which theft, &c. may be determine1l, or even common quarrels settled, 

Test. 
A chetti or earthen pot of cow dung and water are boiled up together, 

nrnl the person suspected of doing the wrong places his hand in it, and if 
he escapl'S unhurt, he is supposed to be innocent. 

Altliough till the late war no knowledge of this countrr had reached us, 
yet some portions appear to ha,·e been colonized hy people from the neigh­
bouring lowlands. The infamous Panes menticned in my other paper, 
are supposed to he originally Oriyas, who have taken 1·efuge in the hills. 
These are hkmled with the Khunds, 11s a low nnd 1!Pgrade1l caste. But 
bodies of these people must have ascended the Ghats at some distant period, 
-who hal'e pre~ervcd in particular spots something of their O:·iya orig;nal. 
Villages have been built hy them and comparntively little inte1·course 
seems to have taken place between them and the aborigine;,. I passed near 
the place called Odeagiri (Oriya Giri, or hill of the Oriyes); the villages 
of this 11 istrict were in ashes, and the traces of war were fresh he fore the 
view of the solitary passenger: all was silence and 1lesolation. The scene& 
of rnral life convey au interest as real to the possessors as those of the 
capital. The pleasures of Tempe were as full of interest whilst enjoyed, as 
the splendours of imperial Rome. The ruins of Balhec or Palmyra might 
strike more, connected as they ai·e with the most stirring events of ancient 
days, bnt whilst passing ovr1· this lowly and now lonely spot, I considered 
the destruction of this place to be the same to these poor people as though 
a Tyre or a Carthage had fallen. 

The condition of this Oriya colony was peculiarly hard. Lying as they 
(licl in the trnck of the army, they suffered the miseries without even know. 
ing, as they say, the cause of the war. They appeared to possess no in­
lluence in the counsels of the native Khunds. But situated in the midst of 
the rehellious districts, they ll'ere at least unfortunate, since, at such times, 
to 11isting·11ish between the guilty and the innocent is a thing impossible. 

I saw several of these miserable people who had escaped destruction. 
Ther had tied to the lowlands and raised a few wretched hovels not 
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fal' from l\'.111dhyajl'ada, nnd having lost every thing, they subsisted only on 
wh11t they could find in the surl'ounding jangal. I visited the place inha­
l,ited hy these refugees from the hills, and went into several of their 
lwuses, such as they were. They had l'etained their Oriya language to 
a grt•at Pxtent, but in appearance and in some of their 11otions they had 
become Khund. These persons we1·e equally low in civiliz;ition with the 
l{hur11ls themselves; none amongst them could l'ead, and books we1·e 
useless articles. The wol'ds they had in common use were only those 
which rrforred to the common concerns of savage life. The terms 
Jagannath, l\Jahadeh, Kali, and names familiar to almost every Hindu 
child, were terms they had forgotten, or rnther had never known. The 
prominent foatu1·cs of the Hindu theology, which nre imprinted on the 
lllind of the youth of this country at the earliest age, were alike unknown 
to thrse people young or old. ,vhether these refugees were originallr 
1111 one c:,sti>, which was very likely, when their fathers emigrated to the 
hills, or whether they had sunk the distinction since, is both uncertain and 
unimportant ;-they now know no such distinctions,and were in fact of the 
same castt'. Heing alone, excepting with one senant, they saw me without 
tniol', and ;1fter a little time the children manifested no ft>ar and at the 
invitation of the grown up people, came ruu111l me and we were familiar~ 
I found it utter!)' impossible to convey any idea of God, of spil'it, 01· of 
moral ohligation,-things which common Oriyiis in the easiest manner 
unclerstancl from any missionary-ideas most easily communicated. Thus 
wretcliecl was the condition of these poo1· people-" without God in the 
world," and eHn t.he hope~, fea1·s and prejudices of superstition itself seem 
to ha,·e been absent. The power of articulation and the human form 
seemed neady all that remained of l1umanity amongst them. They 
seemed astuuished at the strange men weai-i.ng red cloth breaking in upon 
them. " lVhy did they come tu us? \Ve neyer saw_ these new men before; 
we never gave them tl'Ouble; why give us pain, and leave us hopeless, &c." 
Such language was natural enough to persons in their circumstances. 

This pape1· like the last has been extendecl to a considerable length, hut 
I must trespass on your limits to insert another ceremony which I omitted 
in its proper place, being the mode of giving names to children amongst 
the Khunds. 

On the fourth day from the birth of the child, the whole of the family 
being assembled, a priest 01· person officiating as such, comes and holds, 
suspended by a string, a native siclde, on the edge of which one of the 
parents dl'Ops some grains of rice, repeating at the same time the names 
of his ancestors, and the name he is uttering when the sickle moves 
becomes the name of the child. 

There is another subject which ought to have been noticed, equalling 
in enormity, and surpassing perhaps in the numbers of its victims, the Meria 
puja itself. I mean the practice of infanticide. Thi3 seems tu be prac­
tised principally, if not entirely so, upon female children; but the length of 
this paper as well as other circumstances induces me to leave this subject 
for the present at least. "Whilst we look upon and pity the condition 
of these wretched savages, let us remember that this pity is 011ly useful, or 
acceptable to God, as it leads us in a humble clep1mdanee upon him to exert 
ourselves to promote plans fo1· their amelioration, and to strive fo1· their 
tempornl and spiritual benefit, 
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II.-,P1tty of the Chztl'ch in ludia-Basle. 

Since our last we have received the following communication 
on this subject from another friend to :Missions. May it be I.Jut 
the h11l'hinger of many such offerings from the Indian Church.­
We offer one or two suggestions in reference to the dispensation 
of any funds committed to our care for this pmpose. 

I. That the young men shall remain in connection eithe1· with 
the Basic or such of the existing English Societies, as may be 
most congenial with their feelings. 

I I. That the Church in India shall use every effort to sup­
port them on the most economical plan, and the European 
Societies lie responsible for such deficiencies as may arise from 
deaths, removals, &c. If the donors will, in communicating with 
us, express their assent or otherwise to this plan, we shall feel 
obliged.-E o. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obse1·ver. 
DEAR GENTLEMEN, 

The call made in your last month's periodical to the Church 
in India, to provide missionaries by her own means; for evangeliz­
ing her .millions, was, I hope, a word spoken in season, and one 
which will, I trust, meet with a ready answer from many a 
willing heart. 

It is a delightful and encouraging fact that such a number of 
pious young men in Germany are willing to devote themselves 
to this work. Surely these warm-hearted W urternbcrger youths 
will shame some of our young English Ministers. 

I would propose that the Ba.sic Missionary Society be invited 
to send a number, say from 12 to 20 Missionaries to this 
part of India; and, as I have positive reason to believe, that 
only want of funds has hitherto prevented the Society from 
pouring its devoted messengers into this country in larger 
numbers, such an invitation will, I hope, be seconded at once 
by the Church at large offering a sufficient sum for defraying 
their expenses. They should by all means remain in connection 
with their brethren at home, whom they know, confide in and 
love; and when thev arrive, kind and experienced friends will 
undoubtedly come f~l'ward, and unite in assisting and proposing 
plans for their future exertions and location. 

I, as a member of the Christian Church in India, and one 
most anxious for the conversion of its degraded inhabitants, 
~hall he most happy to oftcr my mite, viz. 200 rupees annually, 
for their support from the period they leave Germany, and 200 
rupees as a donation to the Basic Society to aid in defraying the 
expenses of outfit and passage. 

I remain, &c. 
,l,[ny %Ill, 183.i. INDOPHJLOS, 
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As many of our readers may not be so conversant with Basle 
as ourselves, we have selected from the " Chri1Jtian Keepsake" 
au account of it by Dr. Steinkopff.-ED. 

BASLE. 

" Basic, or Bai;il, (or in German, Basel,) is one of the mo£t 
wealthy cities of Switzerland. It is a frontier-town, at a small 
distance from the borders of Germany and France, beautifully 
situated on the hanks of the Rhine, which divides the city into 
·two principal parts, denominated "gross-und klein Basel," (the 
larger and smaller Basic,) connected by a bridge. Its environs 
ha\'e many attr,1ctions of natural scenery : here may be seen 
green meadows, and productive corn-fields; there richly-laden 
orchards and vineyards ; here the eye may feast on wooded 
hill,,. and there on distantly rising mountains, while the valleys 
exhibit many a populous town and village. The advantageous 
position of Basle has enabled its merchants and ma11ufacturers 
to carry on a very profitable trade, not onl_v with the interior of 
Switzerland, but also with Germanv, France, and the Italian 
States. Its present population am~unts to less than 20,000 
inh11bitants, while, some centuries ago, it is stated to have ex­
ceeded S0,000. Soon after the blessed Reformation was begun 
hy Lutl:er and l\lelancthon in Germany, and by Zuinglius and 
Calvin in Switzerland, the citizens of Basle joined many of their 
brethren in Zurich, Geneva, Bern, Schafthausen, and other Sn iss 
towns, in making a public profession of a purer and more scrip­
tural faith, g-reatly encouraged thereto by the cclebr.,tecl Ecolam­
pedius. l\lany faithful witnesses of the trnth h.· ,·e cvrr since 
been raised up in this favored city, and 111any useful institutions 
estublished there, chiefly in the latter part of tk eigl.~C'rnth, ancl 
in the course of the present century. About ,,:xt_y ycil.rs ago, a 
society was formed "For Promotin~ Christian Knowledge and 
Practical Piety," branches of which extended to different parts 
of Switzerland, Germany, Prussia, Holland, and Denmark. 
'Ibis society opened a frieiidly correspondence with pious people 
of various Christian churches and denominations in the countries 
above referred to, and called the energies of many of the distress­
ed servants and children of God into active exertion and benefi­
cial co-operation, partly by circulating suitable communications 
in l\15S., and partly by issuing periodical publications from the 
press, for the mutual instruction, edilication, and encouragement 
of its members. Thus it proved a blessing to hundreds and 
thousands, and also prepared the way for the establishment of other 
institutions calculated for still more extensive usefulness. Soon 
after the origin of the British and I<'oreign Bible Societ)', in 
l8U4, a kindnd association in connection with it was formed at 
Basle, most respectably supported by a number of pious clergy-
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men and lnnnrn. This nssociation has experienced a signal 
blessing from the 1\lost High, and has been a favored instru­
mrnt of disseminating the entire Bible, or New Testament, in 
the German, French, Italian, Ilomancse, Hebrew, and various 
other languages, to the amount of upwards of l 00,000 copies, 
both among Christians and Jews, among Protestants and 
Catholics. 

" Durin_(!' the late wars of the Continent, Ba,le was often 
exposed to imminent dangers, and more than once threatened 
with entire destruction; but so striking were the interpositions 
of God's protecting and delivering providence on behalf of its 
inhabitants, more especiall_v in the memorable year 1815, that, 
pen rt rated with a sense of gratitude, many propo~t'd to them­
selves that important question, " \Vhat shall we render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits?" As a lasting monument of such 
grateful :icknowledgement, they determin;d to form themselves 
into a 1\I iesiouary Society for propag-ating that Gospel among 
different nations of the earth, the divine power and efficacy of 
which they had themselves experier.ced in a time of trouble and 
perplexity. \Vith a view to the attainment of this benevolent 
design, they established a .Missionary Seminary for the express 
purpose of educating pious young men desirous to i:ro forth as 
mes~engers of peace and salvation to benighted heathen and 
Mahometan tribes. In Christian simplicity they he!!an, con­
strained by the love of a crucified and glorified Redee111t-r, and 
~umbly depending on His all-sufficient aid, guidance, ancl bless~ 
mg. 

" The commencement of their work was small indeed, but trust­
ing in that adorable Redeemer, to whom all power is given in 
lien,·en and on earth, and who graciously promised to his feeble 
disciples to be with them always, even unto the end of the world, 
they went on cheerfully from strength to strength, deriving 
encouragement and pecuniary support from pious individuals, as 
well as from associations, in different parts of Switzerland, Ger­
many, and Prussi:i. Having been enabled to purchase large and 
convenient premises for a missionary seminary, they selected, 
for its superintendent or inspector, the Rev. Mr. Blumhardt, a 
member of the university of 'l'uckugen, well qualified by his 
talents, erudition, piety, enlightened zeal, and sound discretion, 
to fill so important a station. He was aided in his multiplied 
labours by able coadjutors, and the missionary students enjoyed 
the additional advantage of admission to several of the public 
lectures delivered by the profe~sors of the university of Basle. 

" The blessed work has now been canied on for twenty-one 
years; not indeed without trials and difficulties, but still with 
such evident blessing from above, that upwards of one hundred 
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misi;ionarv f'tudents have been educated in the seminary ; most 
of whom· have alreacly enterecl upon their labours in the wide 
fit>lil of the world. Some have devoted their time and talents 
for the more immediate benefit of various anci<'nt Christian 
cl1urdws in Euro1le, Asia, and Africa, such as the Greek, Arme­
nian. Coptic, Syrian, and Abyssinian chu~chcs, and have suc­
ceeclctl in rt'hinclling here and there the almost expiring flame of 
pure Christi:m f«ith :rnd Christian love. Others have endea­
voured to plant the stanclarcl of the Cross among a variety of 
l\fahometan tribes in the Hussian, Turki~h, and Pcr~ian empires. 
Some have remembered the drploraLle state of the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, and hastened to their assistance ; one of 
whom, the Rev. :'.\lr. Ewald, has visited, with a more immediate 
rt'fcrcnce to their conversion, the piratical cities of Algiers, 
Tunis, and Tripoli, where thousands of the descendants of Abra­
ham are dispersed. The greater part of the Basle missionaries 
have, however, proceeded to the benighted heathen in the East 
Indies and ,v e!;tem Africa, lahouring there with indefatigable 
zeal and perseverance, ' to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance 
among them which are sanctified by faith in Christ.' Not a 
few of the ll:1sle missionary students have entered into the 
senice of the English missionary societies, while others have 
been prepared, fitted out, sent forth, and maintained at the sole 
expense of the Basle Society. Nor have their labours been in 
Yain in the Lord. In some instances the seed, committed to 
the ground with a trembling hand bu.t with a prayerful heart, 
has already began to spring up, bringing forth fruit thirty, sixty, 
and an hundred fold : in others, the hard and barren ground 
has been broken up and cleared for the reception of the incor­
ruptible seed of divine truth. :Many of the missionary brethren 
have endured the greatest hardships in this work of faith and 
labour of love, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ; some have 
encountered storms of persecution in their great Master's service; 
and sfieral ' have not even counted their lives dear unto them­
selYes, so that they might finish their course with joy, and the 
ministry which they had received of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.' 

"Once a year festive assemblies arc held in one of the churches, 
most numerously and respectably attended, not merely by bene­
volent inhabitants of Basle, but also by many deputies and friends 
of the llible, :.\Iissionary, and Tract Societies on the Continent. 
It is pleasing to observe, that in addition to the Christian institu. 
tions abo,·e-mentioned, other societies and associations have suc­
cessively arisen, for training up able and truly Christian school-
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rnnsters. for the ~upport and edncation of Ol'phans :ind other cles­
titute children, for giving maintenance and instruction to the deaf 
and dnmb, for ,·isiting the sick and the prisoners, as well as for 
sending out colporters or hawkers, with bibles and tracts into 
neighbouring countries. some of which excellent institutions have 
their seat and centre in the city of Basic, others in its vicinity. 
Among the latter, the Orphan. and the Deaf and Dumb Asylum 
at Hengen, in the Grand Duchy oi Baden, deserves to be spe­
cified. 

" Nor should it be left unnoticed, that there has subsisted for 
tl1ese many years past in Ra~le, a flourishing society in immec.li­
nte connection with the :Moravian Brethren, some of whose mem­
bers lwlong to the very first families in the city ; who, so far 
from being ashamed of the gospel of Christ, count it their honour 
ancl privilege publicly to express it, and to promote the cause of 
vital Christianity in a variety of ways. 

,. They afford very efficient help to the missions carried on by 
the Moravians in the Christian and heathen world. It may be 
ta1ly asserted that Basle, with its comparntivcly small population, 
Jias for many years taken, and still is taking, a prominent part 
in :idvancing the cause of humanity and Christianity both at home 
and abrnad ; but with equal truth it may be stated, that its be. 
nevolent and pious inhabitants have, in the midst of all trials and 
clifficulties, richly experienced the fulfilment of that gracious 
promise, ' that those who water others, should also be watered 
themselves.' 

" The H.ev. l\lr. Falncissen, rector of the cathedral, is presi­
dent of the Bas!e Bible Society, and the Rev. Mr. Von Brun, 
,,icar of St. :\fartin's church, of the Missionary Society. Among 
their committee members there are some truly benevolent mer­
chants, who not merely lend the most acti\·e aid to the clergy ia 
conducting the business of these institutions, but some of whom 
have generously set apart a certain sum of money as a trading 
capital, all the profits of which is placed at the disposal of the 
Mis8ionary committee; and they nobly determined themselves 
to bear any loss which they might happen to sustain in the em­
ployment of that capital. The annual income of the Missionary 
Society amounted in the first years only to a few thousand Swiss 
francs,"but in the year 1835 it exceeded the sum of 86,000 francs, 
(upwards of £5,000.) Among its munificent benefactors there 
are several distinguished members of princely houses in Germany, 
while, at the same time, thousands of pious peasants most cheer­
fully present their humble off'trings on this altar of Christian 
charity." 
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I I !.-Temperance Question. 

PROliRKSS AND TRIUl\lPII OF TEilll'ERA~C:E PRINCIPLES IN THE UNITED 

STATliS OF AMEillCA. 

The apathy which is manifested in this country in com­
nw11ci11g or carrying on any i11,-tit11lion which has to stein the 
torrl'nt of uni\"ersal practice is really appalliug, and ll'lHls us 
somt>times to exclaim, '· \Vhen will India be rf'generated !" 
In nothing has this torror been so evident as on ll1c temperance 
question, and in 110 place has there been such a perfect lull as in 
Calcutta; for while many l\lofussil stations have fo1·ru<·tl theil" 
as~ociations, Calcutta has slept. Let the frie1uls of tlii.~ h,,ly 
and noble cause combine and take measures for forming a vigor­
ous Society iu the approaching col1I season. ,v e say the cold 
season, because we could wi;;h that the effort should be vigor­
ous aml successful. If we want encouragement, let us look at 
Anlt'rica-a whole nation adopting those habits of temperance 
which must prevail before the earth shall again be decked in 

" the tints of Ellen's Lloom." 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
SrRs, 

It must be pleasing to the friend;; of humanity and good order to 
witness the onward march of the temperunce reform. Unlike most other 
reformations, which too often agitate the civil and religious world-throw 
society i11to confusion, and strew their pathway with bloodshed and 
carnage; its progress has been marked Ly acts of benevolence and mercy 
wherever its influence has been felt. Free from the many objections which 
other useful enterprises have to encounter, it stands out distinctly and 
alone. It asks not the hard-earned gold, 01· the sacrifice of time, from its 
supporters; hut on thern its benign influence distils as the dew, and drops 
as the rnin. Neither does it awaken any prejudices of education or sectarian 
animosities. It is founded on the broad pl"inciples of ,·irtue, and conse­
quently recommends itself to every philanthropist, whatever his belief may 
hr. As the l'ine which finds its way to two majestic oaks that have stood for 
11,g-es in proud opposition, winds itself up the adjacent trunk, creeps alo11g the 
boug·hs, and stretches its tendrils from spray to sp1·ay, u11til it hri11gs each 
withi11 its embrace, and weal'es a cauopy beneath ll'hich kiudred souls 
may dwell, and behold a fit emhlem of their own happy union ; so the 
Temperance Association has lifted a banner, unde1· which co-operntion of 
every variety of religious and political creeds have enlisted. f1 ere may 
he found the statesman, the solc.lie1·, the peasant, the fair, and the infant, 
marching forward in the cause of l'irtue. Doubtless it is an enterprise 
which combines within itself the elements of all that is sublime in 
human purpose. It is the cause of God and man. ,vho can nithstand 
it ?-But I need not stay at this late period to eulogize the Temperance 
Society. There it is, with its thousands of 1·efo1 med drunkards. It 
speaks fo1· itself. Neither need I now raise the curtain, and bring 
to light the drunkard's wretched abode-liis heart-broken wife weeping 
away he1· days in misery-his neglected children following his pernicious 
example, and the gray hairs of his parents comi11g down with sorrow to 
the grave, Nor is it nece~sa1·y to parade the innumerable army of 1lrunk-
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m·ds wliich itisgrace humanitr, and pass them in review before the world 
in all tht'ir horrific a~pect, bearing, as they march along their way down 
to perdition, the sahle banner of death, waving in lheil' front with this 
motto in cl111racters if possible Rti II mo1·e dark-this is the drunl,m·d's fate! 
\Vl,o has not witnesse1l these evil~, and who has not wept over them? 

l\Iy 1l,•si1\'n at pl'1•sent is not to entt'r into argument in favor of the 
temperance cause, 1101· to answel' the objections of those who oppose it, 
l,ut only to iri,•e a t,rief sketch of what I have seen of its rise and 
progn~,, i,1 America; hoping that it will encourage those who are en!(aged 
in the same cause in India, to pel'severe. But a few years have elapsed 
in tliat cou11try, since notliinl{ more was requil'ed to desig·nate a man 
temperate e11011µ;h, than what was called a temperate use of intoxicating 
liquor. This was the standard of temperance, mul the test by which the 
tPmp<'rate awl intemperate were triPd. Hut what di<l such a standal'd 
:n·ail? Against drnnkenncss the pulpit thu11de1·ed its anathemas-the 
laws held out and enforced theil' penalties-and moralists uttered their 
leetures; but the plague was not stayed. Under its withering i11fluerice 
the domestic circle w:is cunverted into a discordant and loathsome hovel­
our prisons and courts of justice were filled with its unhappy victims­
our legislative halls where stained Ly its polluting touch; and even the 
,; sanctum sanctornm," in which nothing but the high and heavenly 
inspiration of the gospel shoul,1 have animated the preache1·, too often 
was contamiuatecl by its unhallowed influence. Yet p1•ople, and priests, 
ju,lges and legislators drank on. They mourned over the evil, followed a 
friend hne, and a brother there, to the druuka1·d's grave-shed a tea1· ove1· 
his earthly remains, and still drank on. The hottle spnrlded, with all its 
tenq.1ting· aspect, on every table. Around it the social bawl dissolved 
thei1· care,, and told their mutual joy£. Hence the young and unsuspect­
ing, associating with its use, all that was interesting, polite, and generous, 
pursue1I the same dangerous custom. Poets sung of it as the soother of 
the tro11hle1l breast, and the only pittance of happiness that God had 
allotted to man. But the crisis of intempel'ance had co111e. The Christian 
arnl patriot ht'/!11n to inquire what they coulJ do to slop the 011ward pro­
gress of so deleterious au evil. Cannot men, said ther, perform lahuur 
ilnd prPsene their health as well now, without such a stimulus, as they 
did hefore it was known? The !'esult of these i111Juiries i~ liefore the 
worl,1; and a new era has dawned upon America. 111 that hour of Pxtre­
mity, a few individuals, in the state of :'llassachusetts, about fifteen years 
ago, devised the simple hut eff,•ctual plan of total abstinPnce. In opposi­
tion to the ti,le of pulilic opinion against a mo,le so novel, and apparently so 
farciful, thev madl• the experiment, and the wol'ld reads the l'esult. At 
fir;;t it was· cunsi1lerPd, Cl'en hy many friends of temperance, as wholly 
chimerical. Long.estahlishecl iirejuclices were hrouirht to hear against it 
with all their force. The finger of scorn pointed out the cold.wate,- man, as 
he was sneerinµ;ly terme1I, as a hypocritical, odious and uns1,ciahle being. 
In this state of things the distiller and ven1lel' of ardent spirits had but 
little to fear for their crnft. Tliey looked uvon those who were e1ulea­
vou1·ing to expose the e,·ils of theil' traffic as men to he pitied rnther 
than l'easonPrl with. They thought the scheme was merPly :rn effusion of 
a disordered imagination, which woulJ soon pass away. But when these 
few were beheld living out the principle of total al,stinence, and when the 
l'eace and lwppiness it was calculated to diffuse were made manifest, tire 
cause soon found its way to the consciences and underHt:mdings of the 
community. Puhlic sentiment began to favol' the enterprise. Men of 
high sta111ling in society !!·ave their aid to advance the reform. Temper­
ance societies ~pread throug-hout the len![th and hreatlth of the land, 
enl'Olling on their lists thousands of independent and patriotic citizens; 
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an<l when thcRe hnd ncquired stability, hy the number :mcl respectability 
of their members, the legislature voluntarily came forward to seco,ul 
their efforts hy their influeuce. The first st,•p taken hy the Americ;iu 
G,"·ernrnent was to issue the following onle1· which was date,l from the 
\Var Department of the army. "Nol'emh,•1· 2, u,:;\!, Hereafter IHI ilrde11t 
spirits will he issued to the troops of the Uuitt-d States; but sugar, coffc<', 
nrnl rice shall be substituted instead. No ardent spirits will lw allowed 
to be introduced iuto any fort, camp, or garrison of the Uuited States, 1101· 
sold by auy suttler to the troops, uor will any p,muit he 1.!'l'a11t,cl fur the 
purchase of arde11t spirits." This regubtio11 has worl,ctl ll'cll, and tl,e 
result h11s been the elel'ation of the soldier's character, LJ.1101I onler iu the 
barracks, and obedience to commanding officers. Tl;e same ml,! was 
introduced into the ml\·y, and nt the 1n·esc11t momeut mo1·e than one 
thousand American vessels ploug·h the seas, amid the ice of the :irctic 
an<l antal'ctic circles, and in the burning l'egions of the torrid zone, "ith­
out a gallon of ardent spirits on l,oard, except as a mPdiciue. Captain, 
officers and c1·ew, alike abstaining from theit· use. There are al.o now 
huudred,rnf steam-boats plying the American lakes and ril'ers, from east to 
Wt'8t, and from 1101·th to south, bearing the temperance motto. Along the 
hi!(hways total ahstinence inns ha\'e bet'n opened, and a list of the same 
on each !'out published fol' the accommodation of travellers; so completely 
has the c:mse converted public opinion ; a1ul those who vend ardeut 
spirits are fo1· the most part held in great disrepute, and so 11111,opuiar is it 
to use them as a beverage, that those who coutinue the practice prefer 
drinking in secret. The conseq11ence is, upwards of 3,000 pe1·sons, within 
a few years, have voluntarily abandoned the distillation of ard~nt ,pirits; 
upwards of 8,000 have ceased to traffic in them, and more than one 
million have pledged themsell'es to" taste not, touch not, and handle not 
the unclean thing." Many likewise who hal'e not taken this pledg-e, heiug 
convinced of the evil of using intoxicating liqu01·, have banished it fron1 
their dwellings, \Vhole neighliourhoods th,,t were onct! noted fot· intemper­
ance and all its concomitant evils have been reformc,I. Only in the 
year 1828 the1·e were within the limits of the town of Lyme, Connecticut, 
110 ll!ss than 22 licensed retailers of intoxicatiag liquors; now in the same 
limits, consisting of a district 12 miles square, not a single grog-shop is 
to be found. In the whole county of Plymouth, Massachu~etts, where 
there are 4,0,000 inhabitants, not a single pe1·son is now licensed to sell 
ardent fipirits; also in the county of Hampshire, in the same Stat,•, 
twelve towns have not a sing-le drnm-shop in all their bonier;. Jn the 
state of Vermont an animated dehate occuned on the question, whether 
the corporations of the towns in that State should have the power to grant 
any licen.,es at all fo1· the sale of ardent spirits: an,] the re~ult of the 
discussion was, a withholdiug of that right on the ground that ardent 
spirits are a deadly poison. Other States ha1·e followed this example, and 
the National Con;;ress have sanctioned these measu1·es, so as to give to 
this object the highest Government inllueuce. The term cold-w11/er man 
is 110 longer considered a reproach, 1101· are stimulating drinks now deemed 
necessary to the presel'\'ation of health. The youth are from the cradle 
taught to shun them as a deadly poison. Hence it is to be hoped, when 
the present mce of drunkards will ha1•e sunk into the e:u·th, that the 
rising generation will come forward to take their t-ilaces, temperate, 
virtuous, and intelligent. Thus l have given a brief o,1tli11e of the rise, 
progress, and 1·esults of the temperance cause in Americ:.; and if it will 
in any manner contl'il,ute lo its advancement i11 India, it will more than 
repay me. It is an undertaking in the prosperity of which I hal'e 
al11·11ys felt the deepest interest. And I had thought when I left America 
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thRt I had likewise left the rau~e in the \" estern world. But I 1·ejoice, 
that 11hile th(! reform is rising like the stai· of hope heyond the seas, with 
the l,eautiful radi11nce of the bow of promise, it is also hailed in the 
Eastn-n hemisphere. A111l what could he more wise? Surely the evil 
whit'!, I he tempernnce c.ltl~C! prnposes to remo,·e is a crying one among 
the British soldiers in India. Go to the barracks. I ha1•e been then~. 
Jn these I hal'e st'en him of Europl'an complexion, from the land of 
scirnce ;,nd rdig-io11 ; him who should ha1·e been proud to sustain the 
character of"" Enl{lishman, transfonm•d into a drunken sot., and degraded 
bt•low the leHl of the l"ilest he;ithi>n. Go to the hospital. Beholcl the panting 
skeleton lymg on liis deathhrtl. Evt•ry limh and muscle quil'e1·s, as in the 
:igo11;es of diss,,Iution ; and to add to this picture of suffering, he is a ma. 
niac. "'ith a wild stare he looks around upon his companions in 1•ice, but he 
)mows them not. An uni>arthly groan is heard, and his spirit has tied. Alas! 
what hrou,\!ht l,im here? Not hra1•i11g the cannon's mouth, no1· conflicting 
with a deiidly foe for the freedom of his country or honour of his king. It 
was intemperance. Sllys a writer on the subject before us-" To the. 
genernlly prevailing vice of drinking are to be attl'ihuted 11lmost el'ery 
misdemeanor and crime committed bv Rritish soldie1·s in India. The 
catalogui>, says he, of those evils, unhappily, is not a scanty one; for, by 
1·apid steps, first from petty, ancl then from more serious neglects and 
inattentions, slovenliness at ,rncl absence from pa1·ades follow disobedi­
ence of order~, riots, and quarrels in barracks, ahsence from guards, and 
other duties,· affrnJ'S with the natil·es, theft, anti selling of their own and 
comrades' necessaries, robberies, ahusive language, and violence to non­
commissioned officers, insolence to officers, and, last of all, desertion, muti­
ny, and murder m11y be traced to this source" If these statements be 
true, surely, an evil which is hearing down with such an uuha1ipy in­
fluence, on the hest interests of the army, and slaying its thousands hr an 
ignominious cleath, demands a special remedy. \Var may ra\'age the plains 
of India, from her mountain,; to he1· copes; scathinp; he,· forces and spread­
ing desolation in its train. Pestilence, like the roll which the prophet 
saw, may fly 01·er the land. silently seizing its 1·ictirns, nntil every barrack 
liecomes a sepulchre. Ilut these are only physical evils. The wild tlowe1· 
\\ill soon bloom again in peace on the field of lmttle, and the an11;el of 
death will stay his hand, when his work of destruction is done. But for 
intl'mpe1·a11ce, " the abomination of desolation," there is no stay, unless 
in total abstinence. Jnto this Thermopylal then of the moral world let the 
friends of temperance, like the Spa1·tan hand, cl.-aw up their forces, and 
i;houl,l vou fail in the attempt to rescue your countrymen from the worse 
than Pi'.rsian tyrant, a monument will be erected to your memories, with 
this inscription, 0 ! stranger, tell it to the world, we fell in the defence 
of virtue. But in your cause, there is no fear of defeat. Victo1·y is 
perched on yom· banners. Be.ir her onward; remember your watchword, 
and the triumph shall lie yours. J. M. J. 

IV.-Tlie Romanizing System. 
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Obsen·er. 

DEAR S1R, 
\Viii you irnlulge me with space for a few remarks on the Prin­

te1·'s note appended to the papel' in the May Christian Obser­
ver," upon the expres:,1ion in Roman characters of Indian propP-r 
names." He asserts that "the system acconliug to which the 
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n:imes of Indian towns, river!!, &c. was exp1·essed in the Calcutta 
Ch risfian Observe,·, under its former E,litors and Corrector, is 
prr<"i!<ely the same as that now followed;" and he would the11ce 
h:1Yc it ir,fL"rred that C1NSURENs1s had brought an unfounded 
l'liar.~·" a.!!'ainst him of departing from it. Now, without institut­
ing :111y rlo;;e compari:;on, I am ready to allow his assertion as 
far ns itju~·tly rtpplies. Hut) deem his note not only uncalled 
for and hasty, because my ol~ject was ~oo<l-humouredly to point 
out to him, en pa;;sant and incidentally to my main purpose of 
exposing- an injudicious system, a prnctice into which I con­
clude,l he had been inadvertently betrayed-but also unfair and 
uncan<lid, because it implies more than can truly be stated; 
it implies that he has not g·one a whit beyond his prellecessor 
in altering the romanized expression of proper names in the 
pnge" of the Calcutta Christian Obse1·ver. Now let me respect­
fully remind him and advertise your readers of a very material 
consideration which he has overlooked; namely, that the former 
Corrector of the Press was also an Editor, which the present 
Corrector is not. Consequently he can be allowed no license to 
:dter a letter in the papers of contributors in order to make them 
square with his own favorite system, be it Letter or worse than 
another: liis duty plainly obliges him to girn a correct exhibi­
tion of the text of the MSS. furnished to him. His predeces­
sor, whether in his own excellent contributions, in his editorials, 
or in the many communications from distant contributors which 
were often, I know, committed to his discretionary corrnctions, 
hnd every right to employ any mode he preferred of spelling 
Indian names in European letters; but he had no right to 
exercise, and never in any one instance that I ever heard of 
did exerci!i!e a license to change the orthography of MSS. not 
so submitted to his discretion. l\Iany of my own humble 
<'ontriLutious appeared in his time; but not a jot or a tittle of 
them wa!l ever so altered. I repeat it, the1·efore, that it is 
ouly "of late" that such a license has been used. Nay, in the 
editorial aclmowledgments last month, a paper is announced 
purporting to be from CrnsunENs1s '· on the Hugli and Mur­
sheda.bad Colleges." I had written Hoogly and Moorshedabad, 
conformably to the views advanced in the paper now in question. 
~lay I not ask then, what right has the Printer (fo1· these 
alterations are not yours), even if it be claimed by you, Mr. 
Editor, which it is not, to foi·ce a contributor directly in the 
-rery teeth of his own arguments, to uphold by his seeming 
countenance a system which he actually combats? ls it not 
unfair thus to make him eat his own words? And is it not, in 
fact, an imposition on youi· readers thus silently to excite a 
persuasion of au almost universal consent to a plan of roman-
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ized orthography to which many have the strongest ol~jections? 
If the Printer will come forwa1·d as a contributor, bv all means 
let him support the s:ptem he approves by every fair ~rgumen t­
but let him no longer press into his wake those who are the 
remotest possible from agreeing with him. \Vhile I thus write, 
however, let me a~sure my excellent brother that I do so without 
a particle of angry freling; and that I am sure, if he Jia.,. in hi~ 
just zeal fo1· a sy,;tem he thought would work well, exeeNled 
the license he should claim, he has done so with the t'Cl'I/ hl'8t 

infl'nlions; and though the f;ffectof' such a procedure is ww;udid, 
that he never contemplated such an effect even for a mo111ent. 

I am sorry, l\'lr. Editor, to discover some of those ver_v errors 
in the printing of my last paper which could not ea,.ily have rrept 
in as mere ordinary errata, unless either my i\IS. was pen"liarfy 
undecipherable or the press unnsually somnolent-they are 
indeed chiefly in what the Friend of India facetiou,.:ly terms 
"the horns··• over the vowels: but then, Sir, in tl10,e very 
horns unfortunately, the gi8t of my arg-11me11t was concerned; 
and while I was discussing a s_,,;;tem which I could not patro­
nize, it was not well that I should apnear to misrcprPsent it, hy 
writing, e. g. Khanpur and llrahmaputtra for Khanpur and 
llrahmapuitra, &c.-lhe less so as su<'h a cacography,-1 had 
almost committed the b1tll (I am an lrislrnw11, howev1•r) of 
saying orthography-would have shewn me sadly mon• ,ii,fici­
<'llt in I n<lian etymology than I hani any care to be thought. 
'J'hrre are others of a similar kind. 1u a question of ortho­
graphical propricty, peculiar care should be applied to secure 
accuracy i11 print. Let me also Leg your readers to insert the 
little words " as it" before " has ever Leen written, &c." in p. 
Q56, I. 13, and to restore to om school friend Horace-(should 
it not on the 1·onrnnizi11g plan be Horate ?-) the aspirnle 
whose omission has turne<l his precept into an anonymous 
oration! I would ah<o beg, not indeed to " murder the King's 
English," but only, as Curran once wittily turned it, "to knock 
an eye out," by reconverting Visputius into Ve,-putius-he will 
look all the bett('r f,>r it, though a plagiary, and less like a dis­
putant. I i-hould have preferred too, had the illustrious '' hant­
li11g" been i,;imply wrapped instead of cramped in the additional 
swathe, &c. 

I am, Mr. Editor, yours, &c. 
C INS U KENSIS. 

P. S. Thus far I had written, when apprized that a notice 
of my former letter from a most able pen would immediately 
appt-ar, and awaited its publication with the view of makiug 
oue communication include all I should have further to say 
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upon the sul~iect. I mn indeed happy that ' Calcutf.ensis' and 
mn,l'lf do so lar«elr a<rree in 1·el!ar<l to the ex1>e<li<'ncy of" one . 0 ., r, \.J 

u11ifor111 mode of spelling Asiatic wor!ls in Homan letters." The 
,,it•wi,; which I have expressed ai-e those I ha<l from the first of 
111y aeqnaintance wilh ludian languages been le<l to form, and 
have ever 8ince entertained. , 

\ \ hat I have written above will, I thin le, satisfy ' Calcutten­
si1,·' t iiat I had not the remotest wish to oppose so much of what 
lms lH•fn ea lied "The Trevelyan plan." Into the ulterior que~­
tions of substituting the Roman character in 1Vatiue or general 
l•:uropean use for the current characters of In<lia, I do not enter 
at prcst•11t-for whatever be my opinion thc1·eon, (an<l certainly 
it i:s not in accor<la11ce with that wl1ich is now vigorou~l.r main­
tained and put forth by the promoters of romauizt>d instruction 
of a11d publications for natives,) thil-1 question is one quite dis­
ti11ct frum the advocacy of one general system for the expres­
!-iou of Nati \'e proper names, &c. occurring in European or 
ludo-British written correspondence or printed books: this 
latter only I had before me in writing my fonner letter. ' Cal­
cntte111it,~' will, from the present one, be able I think fully" to 
u11dt"rsta11d where the difference between the Corredor of the 
Calcutta Christian Observer and Cinsurensis lies." The fact is 
that 'Calcuttew,is' supposes rue to refer to the use of a uni­
form sy:;tem of romanization in the pages of the Observer-my 
complaint referred to the arbitrary and unauthorized alteration 
of the MS~. of contrilrntors in the first place, and to the absence 
of a strict and real uniformitv in the second. On the first head 
it is manite,-tly a very differe.nt thing for un editor to a<lopt any 
given system in his own editorial capacity or in his individual 
contributions, or in the use of a discretionarv license conceded to 
l1i111 by oth,,r;;, and quite another, withou"t the con;.;ent of or 
comm1111icatiou with contributors, to assume the right of alter­
i11g their orthography conformably to his system ; and on the 
!.-l'cuud head l have ,;hewn, that a partial correctness is in trnth 
n1ore lmlicrous tl1a11 any current orthography whatever-and 
that to write neither Shdra.111pui· with the native, nor Seram­
))1Jre "·ith the European, bnt tu produce the mougrel Sera111pur 
is at once absurd and uselestl. 

Kor may it be said, that I am incorn,i.~tent in ad,·ocating a 
genrral system of uniformity while I object to changing the long 
establislietl orthography of well-known names such as Calcutta, 
Gauges, Cuttack, Madra;;, Orissa., &c. The.~c ought, I contend, 
to Le left untouched, because the end of uniformity (universal 
convenience and intelligibility) is already secured by the accre­
dited orthography ; all ot!tei- names, an<l a.II wonls not names, 
of every dei;eription, I would spell on tl1e system of Sir William 
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Jones, as renewed and slightly modified by subsequent scholars, 
and now so ably advocated by M1·. Trevelyan with equal good 
taste and ju<lgruent: and I cordially assent to the assertion, that 
he " has done an eminent service to literature, by standing 
forth as its advocate." In my confined sphe1·e my best though 
ever humble efforts have not been, ancl shall 11ot be wanting in 
support of that system; of which I propose, D. V. at an eady 
opportunity to show the immeasurable superiority over every 
other that has as yet been put forth. 

I am, &c. 
CINSUflENSIS, 

V.-Notes of Original Sermons, by JouN FosTER. No. V. 

Observatio11s on the /listol'y of Jonah. 

A part of the history of the prophet Jonah has just been 1·ead. It 
should, surely, he possilile to raise from this nal'l'ative a fow observa. 
tiuus tending to our instruction-and adapted to intl"Oduce some \'ariety 
into the course of our religious exercises. And the rathe1· would we 
do this from the consideration, that this piece of sacred history has 
been, to irreligious men of wit, and of nu wit, a favo1·ite resource fo1· 
malicious jests and profane amusement. Nor are we the less clis11osed to 
do this from having observed, that some preteuded Divines have betrayed 
something very like a feeling of being half sorry and half ashamed that 
there is such a history iu the Bible. l\Jen who are anxious to be ahle 
to account fur every strange thing by a natural cause am! terrified at the 
spectacle of a prodigious miracle-who would say " yes, we belie,·e in 
mirncles-we build upon them,-but there am some things s11 startling, 
so very far from the natural course of things, that, we almost wish w,: 
were not required to believe them." 

Jonah is justly no great favorite with us, though conspicuously a 
Pl'ophet of the Lol'll. Hardly one prnphet's name is pronounced with so 
little respect. We should have been ready to presumr, that the persons 
whom the Almighty would ha,·e chosen fo1· prophets, should have been men 
of the most eminent piety and excellence : and, in fact, this does appear to 
ha,·e been the g~nerrtl rule. But there are recorded exceptions-Balaam­
the prophet who deceived the otltcl' prophet whom a lion destrnyecl-Jonah 
not an exception in the same degree. A real saint with too much of the 
remaining elements of a sinner. In a former part of the Olcl Testament 
(2 Kings xiv. 2.5) he is spoken of in terms which would not have applie,l 
to a man who had not somewhat of a true spirit in him-" words which 
the Lord ,pake by his servant Jonah, the prophet." Ilis first commi;siun 
was tu Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, an immense city, am) tltereJure, a 
wicked one. Jlis conduct, on recl'i1·ing the commission, does appeai· very 
8trnnge. But for the mention of his having ackd as a [ll'OJJhet b1:fore we 
should ha,·e concluded that this must have been lhe.fi,.st tirne; and that he -
was surprised aml amazed, 11s by some alarming au<I calamitou, visitation. 
But the ,·ocation was not new to him-tht'rcfore there could have been 110 

alfril{ht a~ at a portentous noHlty. \Ve mig·ht ha1·c attril,uted terror ot· 
nr1othe1· kind-dread of attacking- singly a great wicked city-like leaping 
into a gulph of destmction. F.ve11 in /fiat case, howe\"cr, was there less tu 
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disobeying God? We nre reduced at last to accept, unwillingly, his own 
explanation given in the beginning of chapter 4,th-" I pray thee, 0 Lord, 
is not this my saying, when I was yet in my own country? Tl1e1·efore, l 
tied before unto Tnrshish; for I knew that thou al't a gracious God, and 
mi>rciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the 
e\"il" -which seems to amount to this, &c. &c. Disgraced as a prophet, the 
denunciation being to he uttered on positive, not conditionnl, terms. (How 
abominably considerations of self may interfe1·e with obedience to God?) 
he determines to flee to Tarshish, i. e. Tarsus in Cicilia,-a place more than 
JOO leagues to the north of Joppa-completely acl'Oss the Mediterranean, 
where Paul was to be born-a man of anotlier apirit. How he would have 
acted ! Hut then the purpose of this ,·oyage-to flee from tlte presence of 
tl,e Lord! This hetrays a most unworthy concept.ion of the Divine Being, 
wltateuei· might he the prophet's notion. Some have asserted, that Jonah 
could he little hette1· than a kind of Heathen worshipper oft.he true 
God; that his idea of God was very much that of a local deit.11-in partial 
conformity to the ahsolute paganism which is believed to have much pre­
vailetl iu the part of Judea where he dwelt; and it is even asserted as 
probable, that, at Joppa, he might formally commit himself to the protection 
of the deity wo1·shipped in that place, anrl in many othe1·s in the East-a god 
or goddess in the form of a great fish. But surely this is going· a great deal 
too far, concerning a man who had previously sustained the chal'acter of a 
prophet of the Loni-considering also his suhsequent exp1·essions. Still it is 
too probahle (for the Jews, except the most illuminated, were most wretch­
ed theologists) that he was under the influence of a notion that God 
maintained a peculiar ju1·isdiction over Jut.lea, and a less absolute one beyond, 
(though he knew that it must extend with awful authority at least to 
Ni11evel,,) we are indeed forced to suppose something of this in explanation. 
This heathen admixture in his ideas would favor the notion, which was 
probably the prevailing one in his mind-viz., that if he went but far 
enough away, God would do without him-would choose on the spot other 
ways and agents for his purposes respecting Nineveh. "There will be no 
need 'Of ME in the case: he will not follow me over the sea." He embarked 
-with wltat feelings? His commission upon him as guilt. An auspicious 
galii ! to can·y him to a distance, as he hoped, from the peculiar province 
of God's dominion! Happily,-here is less, and less, of the Divine pre­
sence! But wliat Provide11ce did he invoke? ·would he go unprotected 
0\'er seas, and to strange lands? Contented with some secondary and 
dubious providence? In what terms did he PRAY before he went to SLEEP. 
Like other men, when conscious they are goiug about something wrong, 
he could not pray. And supposing there were some one devout Israelite 
there, that did pray in his hea.-iug, he could not say "Amen." He slept­
but it is not wise to sleep in guilt-how he deserved to be awaked? He 
shall not sleep long, for there is a Power that can awake the tempest ! The 
God that is disobeyed on the land, can make the sect avenge him. And 
here again the ,·ery first thing is a pointed, direct, infliction on his con­
sience,-for it is a summons to pray. "Awake, and call upon thy God." 
And to thiuk that a propltet of the Lord should be the only one in the 
company that could not, dared not, do this,-Obs. There is no situation 
more pitiable than that of a religious man who has disabled himself to 
take the benefit of his religion. His associates had various gods-but they 
could all prny eai·nt·stly to thefr ohjects of adoration. He could n-0t-lte 
who kne,v the reut Lord of the land and the ocean. The1·e must soon have 
been manifested some peculiarity of circumstances in the sto1·m,-indicat­
ing· that it was of a nature e:.l'traordinary and judicial, Superstition, indeed, 
easily fancies such a thing-but here it was r,ot superstition-useles11 con-

V I. 3 B 
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jeclul'e as to what cil'cumstnnces.-Obs. Religion even in itR rudest forms, 
hRs always been faithful to its general principle thus far, that when the 
anger of the Divinity has been apprehended, it has het>n understood to 
be a_q,1im1t si11s and crime~·; and also, that the Divinity was believed 
to kno\v who wns the criminal. The mariners, therefore. refen·ed it to 
the avenging Power to point out the criminal. By "casting lot," a common 
ancif'nt practice. A reference not to chu11ce, hut to a superior intelligence. 
f'oul,l our prophet feel anr doubt whel'e the lot -rrouldf,,11? No: his con­
.,-ciencc must have been a prophet to him. Then follows the account of 
the qut'stions and expostulations to him. His answers were perfectly 
explicit. And if there had heen, before, any cloud and mist of paganism 
haniring over his ideas of Uod, the stol'm seems to have dispelled it, for he 
sp .. ak,, of God in the great and comprehensive terms appropriate to him. 
(v. I•.'·) The mariners terrified the more: for one thing theh· conviction 
,ms now rPrHlen•d ahsolute,that the tempest really WflS pretern11tural and vin. 
die/ire. And also whatever various gods they might acknowledg~tht'y ft>lt 
that they were now abandoned to the power of one. Did not Jonah wish him­
i:t·lf in Nineveh even with the wicked inhahitants in an angry or scornful 
tumult round him, rather than surrouruled by these raging billows? The 
rage of the people God might have quelled: the tumult of the waves it was 
God that excited. Ami then the interual coNscmNcE in the one case, and 
in the other! The perfect honesty shewn by Jonah, made the mariners 
think it hut right to inquire of himself what they should do to him. And 
Jiis rcacly explicit answer and self-devotement, no doubt macle them much 
more reluctant to do what he directed them. It would strike them as 
generous and heroic. And tht>y, on thei1· part, displayed much of that 
cour.1/,\l"Uus generosity which i~ at this day so conspicuous in men of thei1· 
,·ociition. They could not douht of what he assured them of-hut they 
persisted to l.ihou1· :rnd struggle-" rowed hard." The necessity hPcame 
imperat.i'.,·e, at length. And we can imagine the Prophet telling them that 
their lahour \\·as in vain! At the same time, it was not for ltimsP/f to 
execute lhe righteous doom. The mariners would not execute it, el'en i11 
tl,e extremity of their peril, without first solemnly imploring that they 
might he acquitted of guilt in doing it. " \'Ve beseech thee, lay not uron 
us innocent blood." It would seem as if some new light 1·especting the 
true Dil'inity had broken in upon thei1·-.II_linds through the strange aml 
tremendous circumstances. Address the Alrhighty not as Jona/i's God 
in particular. They had now to offer their sacrijice, a11d in such an act 
would for a moment be insensible to the storm. But it was a willing sacri­
ficP,-like that of him of whom Jonah li·as a type. Tirey offered it, and 
the ntorn1 was gone! The effect upon them appears to h,l\'e been, that 
they hecame g~nuine con\'e1·ts _to the worship of the Almighty. 1\nd it i:i 
very reasonahle to suppo:;e that a great a11d useful impression might have 
been made on the people of Joppa. • This would he confirmed, supposing 
Jonah, as it is not improbable, to be cast hack in their neighbourhood. 
And if so, an important incidental use \\·iis hy PrO\•idence made of tire 
disobedience of Jonah. But wh'c!re was He ll'hile these circumstances 
were exciting conversation and wonder ?-There was to appear, very short. 
Jy, a Prophet of the Lord in Nineveh. Whence to come? Where his 
place of abode, at a point of time a few weeks l,efore his anival ? The 
conjeclure of millions would have been in vain. "The man that should 
denou111·e the Divine judgm;;nts in your streets not many days hence, is 
not in the earth, nor the ail-, nor the sky, nor on the sea;" yet you will 
most certainly see and hem· him. The predicament is nearly as strange 
as if a mere mass of clay were to he suddeuly formed into a man. It might 
seem as if the Almighty had im;ented a predicament of things e.xpre88l!J in 
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amtempt of the vain and impious philosophy which will insist thnt 1111 
thinµ:s in the creation shall proceed with an i11variuble rPgularity and 
quiet unifol'lnity. Q. D. The cou1·se of things, which thPy require to he 
so uniform, shall, when I please, start out into the strongest conceivahle 
de,·iations. An nss ~hall speak and repl'Ove a wicked pro11het, and a fi,h 
shall swallow nnd disgorge alive a disohedient one. And if they then 
will prestm1e to deny the attested fact9, ancl e\'en ri,licule them, let them 
"sport tht'msel\'es with their own decei,·inl{s." (V. 17.) 

" The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow," &c.-Jt has heen often 
enough observed, that the species of this fish, is altogether uncertain. 
There e\'t'n might have been at that period of time sea-monsters which exist 
nut now, (as anciently there were enormous animal, on the lan,I of a ki111l 
now no more.) The one in question came to he considered as havinµ: been a 
whale, just because that is the lanre,t known fish, (sometim~s mo1·e than 100 
feet long.) ,\ nd the caviller~ have been determined it should he a whale, 
Rnd no other-for a good reaso11-naw.ely, that the whale's throat i~ four11L 
to he very .,t,·ait for an animal of such size-and therefore, &c. &c. N,nv we 
must not imagine we honor Goo by asserting a plain mathematical contra. 
diction, and then protecting the absurrlity by calling it a llfIRACLE. One has 
heard of a good man's utte1·ing so silly a thing as that, !f Uoo had declar. 
ed that Jonah swallowed the whale he would believe it, for that Goo's 
testimony must bear clown all objections. The folly is in supposing it 
possihle for God to have declared 1111,• such thing, th;it the less may con. 
tain the greater. The same contradiction would there be in as,erting 
that Jonah went through the throat of the whale, IF the whale's throat ( of 
3 or t- inches diameter when dead) were of the consistence of a tube of 
iron or stone. But it has heen justly obserYed, that it is idle to assert 
any thing as to the possib(ecapacity of the throat of the living fish, from its 
dimension afte,· death. (The Boa constrictor can swallow animals of great 
size, and even men have heen found in large sharks.) The fish, then, might be 
a whale that swallowed Jonah-and nothing neither of miracle is supposed 
thusfi1r-the miracle comes afterward. Jonah livecl the duration of several 
days and nights in the stomach of the sea-monste1· without bi·eathing, and that 
not in a state of suspended animation, hut it appears, in a state to be able 
to r~dect and pray. Here we rest simply and plainly on miracle, the exer­
tion of a Divine Power, which preserved the ,·ital economy and at ease, 
under the suspensions of one of its grand functions-not more out of ordi­
nary nature than that suspension of another law of life by which ;\loses, 
Elijah, and Jesusfusted forty da.lJS. It is, at the same time, worth while 
to mention what men of science have asserted, with examples from fact,­
namely, the po,sibility of a circulation of the blood without any breathing, 
or depentlauce on the lungs at all from the conti1111ed communication with 
the heart of a certain blood-vessel which almost always ceases that com. 
munication at the very heginuing of infancy, a most extremely rare case 
they state, hut of which there ha,·e been instance;;-person~ who conse­
quently could not die,. by suffocation. Now Jonah might be selected as 
haYilll{ this signal peculia1·ity. This might serve to quash some scoffs of 
infidels. But Christians do not at all need such a supposition. As to 
Jonah suffering no harm from the digestive power of the sea-monster­
how should he, if what Hunter and others have a~serted b~ true, that 
the stomach has no power at all to act on a living substance ? Think now 
of the Prophet in his living tomb ! the " belly of hell," that is, the grave -
short of death : is it vo~sible to conceive so strange a transition of state 
and feelings? A few hours since at Joppa, intending and eager for Tar. 
shish-WHERE Now? and where next ? whither has he fled to " from the 
presence of the Lo1·d ?" His voyage ha, sped incleed ! and in a manner 
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which he could not l1ave believed an angel from heaven foretelling to him. 
This was somethi11g that left all wo11ders and ad1•entures of mariners be­
J1ind ! This was truly to be thrown on a teri-a incognit11, to discover a 
place nel'er found before. Gon had moi·e places to send him to thnn 
Nine1·eh-ancl he fouud that Gun absolutely would choose whither he 
should go ;-himself had wilfully prPpareil for a distant port-but another 
will had prepared the great fish. \Ve may suppose an utter confusion of 
all tlio119ltt at first-an iudistiuct consciousness of something between life 
and death-takPn as out of the world, yet not into another. Perhaps a 
kind of dr.<pen1te /101'/'or next-the agouy of a ma11 that cannot live, 1101· die. 
But by degrees, the amazing fact, that he did really live and continue to 
Jive, would uring him to the distinct sense of a miraculous and protective 
Providt•nce over him. Every m(lme11t would add sti·ength to hi~ impres. 
sion of the Dil'ine p1·esence, and he came at length to a state of thought, 
and faith, and }wpe, capable of pruyei·. F1·om how many unthought.of 
11nimaginahle situations the sovereign of the 1Vol'ld has d1·awn devotional 
aspintions ! but nc,•er, except once from a situation like this! What is 
here given as the prophet's " prayer" is doubtless the brief recollection, 
afterwards recorded, of the kind of thoughts which had filled his mind 
during his dark sojourn ; with the addition of some pious and grateful 
sentiments caused by the l'eview. This devotional composition gives hy 
much the most favorable view of his character. lt makes us regret that 
he could not be so good a man on the surface of the earth as in the depth 
of the ocean. In order to pro.I/ in the best manner, he must be unable to 
see, OI' move, or bl'eflthe. The final result, no doubt, of these mental exer. 
cises was, a full consent of his will, that He who had sent him 1,ither 
should send him anywhere else he pleased-even to Nine\'eh. And then 
the sea.monster had to fiuish urs office, by disch;lrgiuA" the Prophet on the 
shore-most likely near Joppa-afte1· three days and three nights-rluring 
which the earth and heavens had been concealed from him bv such a t•eit as 
ne,·er was drawn hefore any other eyes. It is to be uoterl,' thHt our Lord 
declares all this to ha,·e het!n a type of Him. ( Matt. xii. 40.) Armlogy. 
The being consigned to the deep and to the gral'e in orrler that otherd 
might be saved-the duration of time the same in the dal'k retirement­
the 1·oming to light and life again, for the reformation of manki111I. This 
citation in the New Testament isan authe11tication of the wonderful history. 
Not, perhaps, impel'tinent to mention a pagan authentication-Hei·cule.r 
was fabled to ha\1e been the same thl'ee days in a fish. lVe shall just follow 
Jonah to Niuevah, "here we must leave him. Surely his recollection, dur. 
ing the journey, would be most vil"id. The image of the" great fish" 
"'oultl he )ll'edominant ahove those of all the ohjects that passed before 
his eyes. He came to the great city-describecl as having been more than 
fifty miles in circuit, and which may Le calculated to have contained more 
than half a million of people. Nineveh was at a gl'eat distance from 
the scene of the wo11de1·ful fact~, and we clo not know whether Jonah 
carried with him thither any witnesses or evidences of what had befallen 
him on that city's account. That he .~hould, would ~eem a thing of great 
impol'tance to his success-at least to his gaining the people's attention. 
( For it does not appear that he shewed any signs and wonders in Nineveh.) 
But even were it so, we are still in the train of miracle, a moral miracle 
being requirt>d to account fo1· so unparalleled a success. For w~at could 
be mol'e ina,lequate as a CAUSE than the appearance and proclaimed de­
nunciation of this unconciliating strnnge1· ? \Vhen we consider a proud 
rnonarcli a corrnpt pronigate nobilitv, hunrll'eds of thousands of ignol'ant, 
wicked, ~nd idolatrous people-yet there was a speedy, general, humilia.. 
tion, uuder the displeasure of a Goo, of whom they could have known 
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little or nothing before. And whatever deficiency of enlightened undt"r. 
standing thp,1·e might be in this humiliation, there was more in it than 
nutwal'd show-sackcloth and ashes; for Goo would not he mocked. 
How long this gl'eat effecl might continue we are not i11formed. But for 
the presn,t, it was such that "Goo repe11ted him" of the intended evil; 
an expre~sion accommodated to human notions and language. A mii,:hty 
diange in the aspect of this vast and proud city ;-to many eyes it would 
hare appeart'd a change for tl1e worse. Suppose there Wel'e amhas,aclors 
there from ijOme of the magnificent monarchies of the East, they mig-ht 
think the city miserably dej,(rmlP-d, in comparison with its pl'edou~ splt>n­
di,I and g·ay condition,-bl'illiancy of the p1Liace and coul't, array of guards 
and !eg-ions, g·ay pl'ocessions 1md amusements, theatre,, &c. &c. But 
Tnt:N the Divine wrath hovered over it-nou,, the Di,·ine clemencv shines 
011 it. To Jonah all this ought to have been a ,lelightful spectacle, hut 
we ha,·e to deplore and hate his most pel'verse temper. Jnstt"ad of aiding 
and in~tructing the people in their 1'e11entance, he made him a booth outside 
qf the cit,11, and waited to see its fate, but strongly apprehending that he 
was now to 1,e exposed for, as he would name it, 11 false Prophet. It is 
,·ery prolJable, too, (as commentators have observed) that there was some. 
thing of nal'row, pl'oud, and malevolent patriotism in the case, (feelings 
of the Jews toward othel' nations.) Just now was \he right moment, he 
might thiuk, for blotting a proud, mighty, hostile, heathen power from 
the face of the earth-and why should the God nf the Jew~ do it? Do it 
i11fuvo11r of the Jews, who had a claim to be paramount and supreme on 
the earth. \-Ve will not attempt to excuse him by ohsel'ving how much 
of this spirit has prnvailed among even Christian nations toward one ano. 
ther (and a spirit highly extolled). The direction the affair was taking 
displeased Jonah exceerliogly, so as to move him to a murmuring and an. 
gry praye1· en:>n fo1· death-death; but he was not well pre1>arecl yet to 
mingle with those spil'its among whom " there is joy over one sinner that 
repenteth." How he failed in this point, to be a type of Him that 
wept at the sight of Jerusalem! Well for Jonah that his prayel'for death 
was not then granted. He so recoiled from men, as to sympathize rather 
with the dying gourd. Most wonderful condescension in the expostulation 
of Goo with him. \-Veil may we take the words of David, and say, 
"Let us fall into the hands of Goo, rather than of men; for great are his 
mercies." The history closes upon Jonah in this unhappy temper. \Ve 
will hope that he retired to practise the lesson taught him by the Ninev. 
ites, and to experience the same Divine mercy. The general lesson taught 
by the whole, ought to be that of the necessity, the inexp,·essibly urgent 
necessity, of II constant discipline of the Divine Spirit to break down all our 
reuellious dispositions towards Goo-to con.Ytrain us, by an Almighty force 
of grace, to 11n entire submission and a cheerful obedience-a cheerful 
obedience, especially io the promotion of Goo'• beneficent purposes, 

Monghir. L. 

V I.-Clu·istianity and Hinduism confrasted in Parental 
feelings. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
D~AR Srns, 

The following beautiful little anecdote may be new to some of 
your readers, though doubtless many are already well acquainted 
with it. My object in transcribing it is that it may be viewed in 
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contrast ,vith another 1 met with some time ago, in the cour!'e of 
my native studies. The two anecdotes are of importance, if we 
regard them simply as exhibiting the difference of the trains of 
thought and feeling which ~pontaneously arise in the breasts o( 
the European :md Hindu (may I not rather say, Christian and 
Heathen?) parents, reduced by privation and suffering to the 
same dreadful alternative. Should you think they will be accept­
able to your re~ders, you may insert them in any spare pages of 
your valuable miscellany. 

Tlie Gel'man Pai·ents. 
During a dreadful famine in Germany, a poor family, consist­

ing of a man, his wife and four children, were reduced to the last 
extremity, and on the very point of being staned to death. 
Knowing no other method of relief, the hushand proposed that 
one of the children should be sold, so that they might procure 
bread for themselves and the remaining children. To this pain­
ful proposal the wife at last reluctantly consented. It was then 
necessary to be considered which of the four should be sold. The 
eldest was first mentioned ; but neither of the parents could think 
of that : the dear child wa;; their first-born ; th!c'y could not pos­
sibly part with him. The second was then produced ; hut the 
poor mother objected: the boy was the very picture of his father; 
she could not spare him. The third, a charming girl, came next 
in turn; but the father made a similar objection: the dear child 
bore so strong a resemblance to her mother; she must not go. 
'\V ell, only one remained; the youngest appeared. But here 
both of them united to say, "\Ve cannot part with him: this is 
our Benjamin, the darling child of our old age. No, we will 
rather perish altogether, than part with any of our dear children." 

The Brahman Parents. 
In former times there lived a Raja, who having fallen sick of 

a very dangerous disease, his recovery was despaired of by his 
medical attendants. In this extremity he made earnest supplica­
tions to Kali, promising that if she would prove gracious to him, 
he would offer, on his restoration to health, a human sacrifice on 
her altar. Kali was propitious, and the Raj:i recovered. In 
fulfilment of his vo,~ he then sent out his servants in search of 
the promised victim, uut their efforts for some time proved fruit­
less. At length a Brahman of the neighbourhood, who, with his 
wife and three children, had sunk into the deepest poverty and 
destitution, hearing of the circumstance, went to the Raja and 
bargained with him for one of his &ons in lieu of a large sum of 
money. Then returning home to his wife, he informed her of 
what he had done, with the amount of the money promised him 
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by the Raja; and conclu~ed by asking h~r ~dvice n~ to wh_ich of 
their children should be given up as the v1ct1m. ,v1th a mixture 
of joy and grief the Brahmani replied: "The duty attending 
to our funeral obsequies devolves on our eldest son, ancl our 
youngest is yet an infant at the breast ; we cannot part with either 
of them. Take, therefore, our second son, and sell him to the 
Raja, and thus you will save all the rest of us from death." The 
boy was accordingly sold, and brought to the place of sacrifice; 
where perceiving the fate that awaited him, he exclaimed*-

Pitaro dhana luhdh:ishcha, Raja kharga ,!hara statha, 
Jlel,ata bali michhanti, Kome trat!i hhahishyati? 

"l\ly parents have sold me for the love of money-the Ra.ji 
has seized the sword to slay me-the Debata. herself desires to 
l1ave me as a victim-who now shall appear to save me?" \Vith 
these words of the boy Kali was so much pleased, that she inter­
posed to prevent the completion of the offering ; saying to the 
Raja, " Your vow is fultilled, I have received the sacrifice." 

<PI' 

VII.-Plan for a Romanizing Scllool Society. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

Sms, 
I have long intended to send you my sentiments on the Roman­

izing system, not that they can be of any great value, but 
because most of those connrcted with native society have said 
something pro or con on the subject. My position on this ques­
tion has been one of more safety than honor. I have acted the 
part of a neutral, and, Ii kc all neutrals, have been ready to join the 
victorious party whenever the battle is decided. 

As to the system itself, I was always convinced of its utility, 
my only difficulty has been about its practicability, and to this 
lwur it does not seem to me that this difficulty has been removed, 
at least in Hindustan. In Bengal, where so much of the educa­
tion of the country is in the hands of Europeans, the case may 
be very different ; but in this part of the country, we have really 
no power in our hands to introduce the new character. We may 
make romanized books, but unless we get an extensive system 
of schools to produce readers, our books in this character can never 
circulate. The Roman is no doubt become one of the alphabets 
of the country, and among Europeans, East Indians, and those 
natives who know English, it will be used considerably ; but unless 
we make some spirited effort to propagate it among the indige­
nous masses of the population, I still have some fear that the 

• f9f~t~fl{if='l'lilf6' ~f~1 ~'jl:('J "'", 1 
Cli~~l ~f~nr~f~ {<Jft;i" -llf~ "if..-t1h I 
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rest~lt may be " confusion worse confounded." I am sincerely 
anxious to see the system spread. It would he a great blessing 
to the country. But in my opinion the difficulties are much 
greater than many seem to imagine. I am not, however, without 
hopes that these may be successfully overcome. 

My thoughts on the su~ject have at last settled into something 
like a plan. It is this.-1 think the friends of the Roman system 
should form a School Society, the object of which might be to 
communicate European knowledge in the vernacular languages 
and Roman character*. Christianity should be openly taught as 
in l\lissionary schools, and the Scriptures and other Christian 
hooks used, along with small and simple compendiums of History, 
Geography, &c. This Society should be on the Catholic prin­
ciples of the British and Foreign School Society, and, where prac­
ticable, the Lancasterian system might be introduced. 

The parent Society would be in Calcutta, where there would 
be a central-committee and corresponding secretaries, &c., while 
auxiliaries with local committees might be formed at all the 
principal stations in the country. The schools should be plain 
economical day-schools, to give a plain but useful and elevating 
education to the common people. To teach the Roman charac­
ters at first to a few teachers would be a simple process, and if 
once one school were established, all candidates may easily learn 
at it, and in a few years there would be an abundance of teachers 
from among the scholars. 

Had we at B anaras 90 such schools, averaging say 40 scholars 
each, in a few years there would be many thousands who could 
read all sorts of useful books in their own language. As the 
children would require to earn their bread in the usual way, it 
might be necessary to allow them a little time every day to learn 
the common Mahajani character and figures, but all their books 
should lie in Roman. One great advantage would be that they 
would be shut up from reading the abominable, silly and super­
stitious trash found either printed or written in Persian or N agari. 

The Society I think should prepare and print its own school 
books, with the exception of Scriptures, which could be got from 
the Bible Society. One uniform system would thus be intrncluced 
all over the country. In many cases the children could pay for 
their books, which would lessen the expense in this part of the 
plan, especially considering the comparative cheapness of Uoman­
ized printing, and the great number that would be by and by 
required. 

I am very confident that almost all the Missionaries of every 
denomination would cordially co-operate in such a plan, and would 

• Oo this subject we refer our correapoudent to tl,e C'a/cutta Chri1tian Observe1· 
for June, p, 281,-ED. 
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gladly either superintend schools directly or act on committees of 
management. Backed by a respectable committee in Calcutta, 
the local committees would generally be able to rai:,;e consider­
able, if not sufficient funds, on the spot, and I have no doubt 
but much help might be got from various lciudred Societies in 
Europe and America. 

I do not think the plan I have sketched would interfere with 
any existing plans for Native education. The Government 
Schools are almost exclusively for English, and arc principally 
frequented by the more resprctable classes or expectants of oltice, 
and the Missionaries are almost all gradually abandoning the 
field of general education :ind confining themselves to Semina1·ics 
for preachers or catechists, or to orphan '.lsylums, and schools 
for Christian children. As it respects school-books, I <lo not 
know how matters might be capable of arrangement witli the 
School-Book Society, but it is evident that w1thout altering their 
system entirely, they could not furnish a set of school-books, 
such as would suit schools where Christianity would be openly 
taught. 

I think we should thus occupy a new and most important po­
sition, and not only secure the propagation of the Roman system, 
but bring into operation a powerful instrument for raising the 
Native character. 

It is needless for me to say more at present: my only object in 
these crude remarks is to bring the subject under your consider­
ation. I hope to be in Calcutta soon, when I shall be glad to 
discuss the subject, in hopes that if not this plan, some other 
!Iloc1e may be struck out in order to accomplish the great object 
m view. 

Bandras, 15th June, 1837. B. 

VIII.-Remm·ks on the Memoir of Kiernander. 

To the Edito1· of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DE,\n Sm, 

In the Calcutta Christian Observer for May you have given, without any 
signature, a memoir of the Rev. J. Z. Kiernander, the first Protestant 
Missionary to Bengal, in which the writer makes many excellent reflections 
deserving the very mature attention of every Missionary. Far be it from 
me to lower the standard of spirituality, of indiffe1·ence to worldly ease aud 
society which he proposes; I join him heart and hand to the full exl ent 
of his positions. The trne Missionary's aim and objtict are of a purely 
spiritual and highly elevated character; and he cannot be too careful of any 
approximation even to a momentary forgetfulness of the sulemn obligations 
to a holy consistency that p1·ess upon him, not only for the dlllivern11ce of 
his own soul in the great day, but in order th.at his exarnvle a11d spirit 
may never afford or even seem to atford the slightest g1·ound of encourage. 

VI. 3 c 
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ment to a worldly temper that would quote hi& behaviour ae an excuse for, 
if not a sanction to it~elf in others, 

But in onler to thi><, it can neve1· be either necessary or prudent to go 
beyond the plain indubitable fact in any case, in dealing out either praise 
or censure. I entirely acquit the writer of the memoir of Kiemancler of 
any the slightest intention to overstep the limits of fact in the reflections 
he has indulg-ed in upon what he deems the e,·idences and results of a 
decline of personal piety and of the fervou1· of de\"Otion in that first of Pro. 
testant Missionaries in Bengal. I am fully persuaded he has heen actuated 
only by a sincere desire to be faithful, and to caution all who now occupy or 
may hereafter occupy the Missiona1·y field, against any indulgences that 
woul!I tend to clrnw them off from the one great object, and to lessen either 
the efficiency of their laliours 01· the powe1· of their example. Happily 
there is little likelihood of the occurrence of frequent instances, like that 
of Kiernander, of high and wealthy connexions being formed hy the Mis­
sionaries of the present di1y. They m·e advantageously placed ge11erally, 
abol'e the pressure of alt11gether inadequate means on the one hand, and 
out of the range of intimate intercourse with the powerful and affluent 
on the other. The wide difference between the charncteristics of l11dian 
socit>ty as it exists in the preseut <lay and as it was in Kiernander's time, 
not having bet>n clt'al'ly seen and fully appreciated, is l conceive the rea­
son why your correspoudent has, as I appl'ehen<l, done real though uninten­
tional i11j11stire to the religious consistency of that eminent Missionary . 
.At that period European society in Bengal was vastly more limited than 
at present; and in a still greater degree was it conli11ed within the circle 
of the cidl and milital'y functionaries of the Service; few, very few others, 
and they chiefly mel'cantile men of eminence, were to he fouml in Calcutta 
wheu Kiernander inhabited it. Incomes too were much larger, fortuneR we1·e 
more splendid, a vastly more pl'incely style of display and more luxurious 
nw,ie ul lil'ing prevailed. "Gold," says an old writer," was ple11ty, lahour 
cheap, and not one indigent European in all Calcutta." A m,m like 
K ienw111ler, of admitted ability, correct education, ,,repossessing appearance, 
refine,! :i111l gentlernauly manners, woulfl not only be deemed eliµ;ihle for the 
first ~ol'idy, hut courted and solicited to enter it; and such was the ca~tl : 
11dd to this, Kiernander was wealthy-hoth his wi,·es brought him fortunes, 
Perhaps it may be thought he should, notwithstanding, ha,·e lived in the 
stde of a man without fortune. It may be so. Yet even without a refe_ 
reuce to the opinions of men in his ,lay am) to the universal practice of the 
existing society, let it be asked if the wealthy religious, lay 01· cle1·ical, of 
the present day hav~ put forth or do act upon such a pl'iuciple? The w1·iter 
of the mernoi1· sap, " He and his wife we1·e among the richest people 
in Calcutta. They Jived in great style, not calli11g to their table the 
poor and the maimed, hut the rich and nohle, with whom the Mis­
sionary was a great favourite." Now, Sir, putting Christian candour, and 
charity, and " evil surmising" out of consideration, let me again inquire 
·whether the less affluent Missionaries of the present day, who yet have 
means ge11erully adequate, I think, to the support of a creditahle appearance 
and moderate hospitality, whether they do yet invite "the poor a11d the 
maimed" only to their tahles ? I do not ask whether our Bishops and 
Chaplains, with fa1· higher emoluments, are thus in the hahit of literally 
following our Lord's solemn injunction-an injunction, ho1Vever, i11 my 
epinion that was not designed to ex111·e$S merely th~ spirit of Christian 
hospitality, but somewhat more of the letter too than 1s generally thou11,"ht, 
as far at least as ordi11a1·y practice would lead me to infet·-but whether 
the devout Missional'y living remote from the rich and the great, exhi­
bits often the edifying spectacle of such an example of disinterested and 
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sion to the amount of £4,000''-a total of I lakh and 20,000 rupees:, an 
immen;.e sum surely for one individual of e,'en prinrely fol'tune to devote, 
not lo his purposes of pi>rsoual aml luxurious g-ratitication au,l idle osten. 
tatiou, hut tu the honol' of God, the maintenance of reli~ious worship, and 
the feeding and teaehing aud mol'illiziug of helpless m·phans and deluded 
idolater,! I question, Sil', whethe1· the hi,tory of Missions will exhibit a 
more uuhle specimen of a true clevutiou and c.li,interested sacrifice of pd­
v11te property to the best of c1rnses. 

N UI' waR this all-· he nut ouly gave his money and him;.elf to the cause 
of the :\lission, and the Church, anti the poor, hut" he looked out for assist­
ance in his ministry, aud ch•1se for that puq1ose two persons, educated 
a~ Pupi~h prie~ts, who had al,jured their errnrs: thest' were l~arned men, 
and Kiernamler passed t11uch of ilfa timi, in ,y/utf.lJ with them. For these two 
assistants he bitiit 1lwel/ir,9-lto11ses, alonir with 1111other for the education 
of the ,wtii•e.~." An1l if it ~hould be suspectt"d thllt unfaithful himsl'lf and 
dechniug· i11 personal piety a11<l zeal, he thus contri,·ecl to do hy delegation 
what he Wll~ too indisposed to do himself, aud while living in state and 
luxurv pacified cou,cience in thus servinir God hy deputy, the write,· of the 
memoir shews us that " lit the same time that he ~et up a splendid equi. 
pag·e and drol'l, ahout in a carria,!l'e-:md.four, lie continued to use his elo-
11uence iu preaching- the gospel ;" and that not merely at his t!ase within 
the precincts of ,111 cieg·ant Church, (b1tilt uith. his own mone!J !) and to an 
11dmiring· "udiencc oi liis courtly associates, but" when f,p /l(ld visited the 
Hi1tdtt villages u1,d returned home u:em·y u,itl, the wm·k, he used to take the 
cool air of the shore in hi~ beautiful equipag·e !" Proh puclor ! and is this 
the evidence that Kiernander hail" left his ti1·st love?" :-Jo, sir,-far other 
is the rational and only charitalile all(I l'quitable infereuce. That a man 
possessing larg-e 111c,111s of luxurious indulgence, with more than enough of 
other calls UJJOll hi~ timt! and care and labour, in hi;; church and in his 
schools, mul in his studies with his assistants (st!e before); a man too polish­
ed 11ml relined a11d '· as fittt'd for the court of a Nawab as for the hut of 
a Hindu"-in a climat" like this, in the heat of the afternoou, could yet 
leave his " courtly associate~," his luxurious home, foreg-o tlie refrlc'sh. 
ing siesta, ;11111 uetake himself to the villa~es around, enter those " huts 
of the Hindu," and bend hi;; educated mind and lower his polished and 
eloquent speech to converse with them upon the holy theme of the gospel 
of Christ, fa,· from the admiring eye of rich and great, with God and 
the poor heathen only fo1· his spectators and his heai·ers-this was ~urely a 
habit that could have been supported only by a man saturated with the truth 
and principles of the blessed Gospel and filled with zealous pity for the 
poor perishing heathen. I do contend, sir, that it was uttP1·ly incompatible 
with a lukewarm Christianity ; and it is a liliel, a most uucharitaule and 
ill.judged libel, on the charncte,· of the excellt!nt Kit'rnamler to draw any 
other conclusion, because, forsooth, " when he returned honie weary with 
the work" (and none know the weariness who have not tried it, sir), 
"he used to take the cool 11ir in his beautiful equipage!!" Away with the 
uncharitable cens1,,I'" ! 1f then the Missionary of tu.clay should, after a 
similar toil, appear in his huggy upon the Calcutta course •• to take the 
cool air," is it less to be inferred that he too courts to be seen at the place 
of fashionable concourse, and is actuated by II worldly spirit? Hut then­
he drivi:s a huu,ble gig and a single "sorry jade" -·hut Kiernander drove 
'' his elegant equipage," s<1id to be " a coach and four!" \Vhat then? 
The amount of means makes the largest amount of real dilforeuce, the 
habits of the times tlie rest; and rely upon it, Ml'. Editor, a humble 
Cliristian nmy 1·ecline uu a spring cushion in a bal'ouche, while a va111 man 
may pr~s,; tli~ cull'-stulfed st!at of a plain l>yl,es's or bazar buggy or any 
othcl' !ess 1,:uurtly vducle you lllay assume. 
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ume from his own pocla!t. !\fr. K.'s son was married in 1783 to Miss T. 
L . . Monis, the daughte1· of l\Ir. F. Mon·is, Company's Standing Counsel in 
the l\Jayor's Court, and granddaughter by the mother's side of Mr. J. Smart, 
11n eminent merchant of Calcutta, who died in 1745. Miss Morris whel\ 
she married Mr. K. (junior) was rich, and a settlement of one lakh of 
rupees was made on her and her children, which of course was safe from 
the gt>nerlll wreck. Mr. K.'s son, afte1· his marriagt>, kept up a proper 
estahlishment aud equipage, ( for his means, prospects and connexions) 
which his wife waR entitled to from the fortune she brought him. But 
the Reverend 1Jfr. K. had nothiT1g to do with it-his own com·eyance was 
of u conimon description!" Thus has ihe venerable i\-Ji~sionary, because 
his dutiful daug·hte1·-in-law occasionally prevailed upon him to "take the 
cool air (after his zealous Missionary toil) in her elegant equip~e," 
been held up as a striking example of the danger of worldly splendour 
and iudulgence " to take away the heart" from God; and a still faithful, 
laLoriou~, generous missionary, denied the just esteem of posterity notwith­
standing all his substantial life-long deeds of profuse lihe1·alitr, patient 
tielf-denying and humble exertions, because "it gave otfence" to weak 
minds that he should lil'e as men of his means and station were then ex. 
pected to live ! 

A word too upon another sentence of the memoir, in which the writer 
thinks it was a deficiency in Kiernander's case " that he took upon him. 
self the arduous obligations of a l\:lissiomu·y, not from the first suggestion 
of his own mind, hut on the proposition of the Apostolic Francke of Halle I 
Now mark-Kiernander" had visited the foreign universities (after com­
pleting his education at the unil'ersity of Upsal in his native land), and 
there became acquainted with Prnfessor Francke, under whom he ,pent four 
years, and ,fas appointt>d inspector of the Latin school and was favored 
with other benefices. "On an application from The London Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge" for a pl'oper person to be sent 
as a Missionary to Cuddalore, this work was proposed by Francke to 
Kiernander, who afte1· some hesitation (the account in the history of Cal_ 
cutta sars 'some deliberation') accepted it. Would any ordinary judgment 
see in this " hesitation" any thing more than a prudent and necessary 
deliberation, before undertaking so solemn a responsibility, a christian 
weighing of his qualifications, inclinations and readiness to discharge the 
duties of his calling ? The writer of the memoi1· does-he says, in a 
sentence replete, I regret to say, with most unchai·itable precipitancy and 
evil-surmising, that " here begins the eventful and instructive history of 
J. Kiernamler : and it would he wt'll that all, especially those engaged 
in preaching the gospel, would mark the footsteps of the man, beware of 
being wise in their own conceits and leflrn to watch llnd prny that the.I/ enter 
not iuto temptation!" "He seems at first to have been undecided (the 
memoi1· had spoken only of" some hesitation,") in his mind as to takiug 
the step of forsaking all for the .Missiom1ry work. It does not appear to 
be a thing which moved in his own mind befo1·e it was provosed to him ; 
he had 11ot, like many other Mis~·ionaries, prayed and pondered the matter 
otie1· in hi,; mind, until he had thoroughly weighed and counted the cost 
of the undertaking; and to this may be greatly attributed the needful chas­
tisements he afterwards received at the haud of his heavenly Father." 
Now I do say I uever read a more illibernl, uncharitable and unrighteous 
censure, or one founded on more puerile imaginary and frivolous grounds. 
To any man who would think for a moment it would requirn no refutation. 
It pretends to ml'1tsure the value of a deliberate choice after " hesitation," 
because it was first proposed by another, not the original suggestion of 
one's own thoughts ! Is not this absurdity in the extl'eme ? How many of 
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our present Missionaries cnn declare the re~olution of their zealous devo­
tion to have heen altoicether self-originated, and not exr.ited in them by 
those pressing calls nnd affecting appeals from pulpits and platforms which 
the i\1issior111ry advocates in our native land arc daily addrPssing " to the 
younl( Christian men" of all denominations ? I protest., Sir, fo1· my own 
part, I think the fact that a man like Kierminder, well educated, twice­
t,url!"ht, acromplished, refined, and devout withal-for only to such a man 
'l\'Oulrl Francke for one instant have proposed it-ltesitnting to undertake 
the Missionary rt'sponsihility, a fine proof of his special qualifications for 
discharging it, a manifest expression of self.rliffidence, modest)' and inte­
,rritv; and II far bette1· grouml for confidence in Iris future fidelity than 
wht>.11 in the fen-our of t>iccitement unde1· a pulrlic address, and vivid ap­
peals to· tlrt• feeliugs, a Christian youth originates tire application of him­
self to the i\lissionarv cause and p1·npose11 himself for tire office, instead of 
beinf? callt'd to weigh. Iris own mind thereon on the proposition of an apos­
tolic n,an like Francke, who lrnew the talents an1l tire piety alike of the 
accomplished and humble man he addressed it to. 1\nd who, Sir, will-who 
d11re undertake to sav that Kiernande1· when he "hesitated," did 11ot, 
before he resolved to· accept the proposition, " pray also and ponder the 
matter o,·er in his mind until he had thoroughly weighed and counted the 
cost of his 11ndertaki11g ?" In truth, it would have been a sad illustration of 
11 weak mind and precipitate judgment to have done otherwise-and with 
these Kiernander was never stigmatized. It required indeed no small 
devotion, and resolution, and self.denial in a man so qualified as Kiernan. 
der, to gil·e up all the prospects that were so largely opening before him 
in Europe, to surrende1· all for the humble and, in a worldly point of view, 
ill.compensated toils and sacrifices of II Missionary, in a far land, under 
an eastern sun ; resigning friends and "father-land," to can-y the blessed 
Gospel to "the humhle hut of tire Hindu!" And when he 11irl so, his 
dependance was on the very limited and precarious supplies of" Francke's 
occasional presents." His wives' fortunes wern clearly out of all calcula­
tion : though it is saying no little in his commendation that he should 
have not only made so unh·ersally favourable an impression on all ranks 
and 11ocieties in India, anrl conciliated unminglerl esteem and favour, but 
engaged the aft'ections of two such women, and so endowed in person, 
mind and fortune as Wendela Fishcher and Ann Wolley. 

A word of the latter. From what authentic sources of information the 
writer of the memoir has drawn his impression, which he states so posi­
tively, that she was" a young luxurious woman, who knew not the way of 
peace, nor how to live not to herself, but to Him who died for he1·-that she 
was like too many others, who can approve the preaching of the Gospel where 
no change of life is asked, aud no devotion to God demanded," I know not. 
Many such characters doubtless there are among hoth men and women,-aye 
and who profess religion too ; but in the absence of all documentary evidence 
that Anu \Volley was such an one, "dead while she liveth," I turn with 
more comfort and assurance to the fact that if she augmented Kiernander'a 
wealth, that wealth did not diminish the amount of his exe1·tions or lessen 
his liberality-large, very large portions of it went to the Church and the 
Mission and the schools-and whether "ahe, had he been a man like Swartz, 
would have been iii no haste to marry him," as the writer would make us be. 
lieve on his unsupported assertion and unfounded surmise, or not, I cannot 
tell-but this I can tell, that "a young luxurious woman" such as the memoir 
describes her " who knew not the way of peace," would not have readily 
acquiesced in the alienation of such huge portions of her wealth to pave that 
way of peace for others ; and the writer allows that " she never led him in. 
deed actually to neglect the outward fulfilment of his duties"-yet ilurely 
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this is all poor man can judge of and if punctually attended to the only crite. 
rion our common Maste1· and Lord has ~iven 1111 for the determination of cha. 
racter-and" when ~he died, she beque,,thed her jewels fo the Mission Chul'ch, 
and with the proceeds he built a Mis~ion school capable of containing 250 
children!" This was to common apprehension, no very ambiguous ma1·k 
of some conect Yiews and feelings on religious matters-yet the \Vl'iter of 
the memoi1· concludes-" \Ve would drop a tear of compassion 01·e1· the 
grave of such a woman, and say, 'Alas, she knew no better!'" Trnly, 
e1·ery one who can appreciate such acts will drop, not a tear indeed hut 
many a tl'ar 01•er the !I-rave of such a woman, aud say, ·'Alas! how few 
do like her !" i\Jan)' a Beth Tepl1illa ( House of Praye1·) might he erected 
with the ,irwd.~ of Cl,ristian women! l must not fail to remark, that this 
lady dit>d in In:~. so that her influence, whatever it was, then at least ceas. 
ed-yt>t Kienwn,in continued unchanged, to ,tll appearauce, first and last! 
Nor ,lid liis troubles aud rel'lirses commence till 1786. The ouly thing 
that ha~ the ieast appearance of supporting the ch:1rge of " hacksli<ling" 
brought agaiust Kil'rnandel', al'e his own de\'out arnl christian expressionli 
of self-renunciation, penitential acknowle1lgment of unworthiness before 
God and submission to his fatherly chastisements. Yet sul'eiy these are out 
the langu11ge of el'el'y Christian-most so of the most faithful :-all scriptu1·e 
biography, every private memorial of the most eminent as well as of ordi. 
nary christians, is foll of tl1is humble seuse of ohligation to God's forbenr. 
ance, confession of sin and unworthiness, and submission to corrective 
Providences. la Kiernan<ler's case tht>y argue 11othinii; further (without 
positive proof to the contrnry, which dces not exist 01· has not been brought 
forward) than a sense and avowal of the ordinary frailties of a Christian 
state-in whirh ... 11 merit is heartily disclaimed, all grace thankfully ad. 
mitted to he grnt11ito11s :ind most merciful, and tl1e divine beuignity 
throug·h the Saviour's blo0<l-shecltli11g and intercession alone, are made the 
g1·ound of hope and confidence, whether of pnisent acceptance or of future 
glory. 

I ha1•e in my possession a document bearing the marks of l,eing Kier. 
nander's composition (in the hand.writing of one of his family), in which 
are a numhe1· of app1'op1·iate passages of Scripture arrangetl under the 
several heads of '' Suppo1·t undel' ,1ffliction, Lam. iii. 22; Heh. xii. 6; 2 
Cor. iv. 17.-Of Pm·don, Isa. xliii. 5; Ezek. xviii. 27 ; Isa. i. 18; Joel ii. 11; 
Dan. ix. 9, 10 ; Acts x. 43, and l John ii. 12.-Justification, Rom. v. 9, 
and viii. 33, 3,1., and 2 Cor. v. 21.-Victory over death, Ps. xxiii. 4<, and 
Ixxiii. 26; l Cor. X\', 56, 57.-A Happy Resurrection, John vi. 4<0; 2 
Cor. v. 1 ; Rev. vii. 16, 17." These to any one who will look them out will 
be found foll of light and comfort, and are a pleasing specimen of Kier­
nande1·'s clea1· views and devout experience in practical per~onal religion. 
In a letter in his own hand..writi11g, dated Chinsurnh, 231·d June, 1796, to one 
of his family, he w1·ites-" when lately se1·eral adversities at once did 
befall you, your two houses stood empty without II tenant, your child1·en 
were ill used and shamefully sent home without the least 1·eason; this was 
hard, and you then experienced that you had need of Patience. Give me 
leave to add, that such ,·icissitudes are for our good, and when we make a 
right use of them we learn many good lessons from them. Should we 
always live in prosperity and have eve1·y thing according to our wishes 
that would in several 1·espects he hurtful to us ; all which I can not 
express in this short Jetter. Only now obse1·ve how soon you got a 
good tenant in one of the houses. So the Lord will an<l can soon provide 
the rest which is wanted. Be vou therefore not too anxious; cast all 
your concernments upon the Lor(I. He will and can take care of you. 
\Ve have a good God, and we should nevei· have the least doubt to place 
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our confidence on Him aml he all r<'signed to His A·ood will." In this 
simple unaffected way did this Vt'nerahle Ch1·istia11 i1111mrt to otl1ers the 
1·t>sult of his own experienct'. Auel truly his wa~ a hittl'r cnp -ol,l, poor, 
hli111l ; his son, his wi vPs, all gone-comp,~lle,I to seek a slernler pittance 
11t Chinsurah-his friends of otht>I' clays 1lisper~e,l-anothe1· in his pnlpit­
his church, huilt with lii.Y own mom•y. passeil into other hands, lost hy no 
extral'ngance or imprndence, hut sol1l hy the sheriff as his private 1iro11Pr­
ty to mret a demand upon his son for whom he ha,l been security-suri>ly 
these were c:ills enough to " ha,·e done with the worlrl" and to enter i11tn 
himself and prepa1·e alone for hi, final cha111,\'e-11nd hlt>ssecl he <iorl, lie 
did 1111t ahan.!011 his a~ed senant in his t'xlremit.y. J/e ponred ,li,·ine 
consolations into his soul, heav!'nly light upon his inwarrl l'isiun, 111111 puri­
fyinl,\' him from his remaining dross in the furnace of affliction took hi,u to 
JI imst>lf alHI to his reward. '' lit> rt>sts from his labour, a11<1 his works do 
follow him;" and with the ol,ler histol'ian I may concludt>.-" He had frail­
ties in ,·ommon with man-you, who wish to plant l'lle at his tomb, ask that 
faithful monitor, your own heart, if you ha,·e li,·ed better!" 

In this examination of the memoir, l\Jr. Editor, I am actuated hy a sim. 
pie dt>sirc to do justice to a good man whose me11101·y I think mo.:t 1111de­

sef\'e<llv under a clou1l-not that I suppose for an instant the writer was 
less a11~ious than myself to do him justice; hut he has been misled p;irtly 
from ht>illl,\' unfurnished with authentic sources of information, partly from 
following others in a train of pious indeed but I think ill.judged and nialfy 
thoul!h not intentionally uncharitable censure that would, from a few inci­
dental ci1·cumstances, weaken the force of all the moral evidence of a life 
of holy demeanour and zealous usefulness; and I have written evidence be. 
fore me that much offence has belln given hy the memoir to parties quite 
unconnected with me 01· the family of Kiernander. I will only acid a fow 
items to correct or extend the information given in the memoir. 

My documents state that-
" Kiernander was horn, not in 1711, but on the 1st December, 1710 ;" 

and a portrait of him with a Ge1·ma11 inscription printed in Eurnpe, 
asserts the s11me. The Church cost (at first) 67,320 Rs. (only 1518 of 
which sum was presented in benefactions) the rest was from the pri1•ate 
purse of Kieruander. It was plastered as soon as finished and cover­
ed with a red wash, which was common at that time in Calcutta. From 
this circumstance the natives afterwards called it " The Lall Greejah" 
01· red church, to distinguish it from St. John's Church, which was huilt 
a few years after and plastered with yellow sand." " Thus," says a11o­
tl1n writer at the time almost, " Calcutta once more heheld an English 
Church complete,I at the expense of a strang·er !" This is the Mission 
or 01,1 Church so called. Kienrnn,ler the yuu11ge1· harl five sons and a 
daughter. He died in 1790, and was buried at Chinsnrah. Several of the 
offspring of his suns yet sunil'e, mostly in slender circumstances it is to 
be feared. 

The family ,vere connected hy intermaniages with many good families 
in and out of the Company's Civil and Military services. 

His wealth was at one time greatly augmente,I " by a large le.racy 
from his elder b1·other in Sweden" -of which many knew not who c';mld 
thenct.>, with all his other means ill account fo1· his large liberalities. 

Shall I t1·espass too far, !\fr. Editor, if 1 suggest the i11se1·tion of a Jetter 
written only the year before his death " to the Rev. \Vm. J. Ringletaube 
shortly after his arrival in Calcutta in the service of the mi,;sion ?" It is 
valuable every way-valuable as a clem·, undesigned, unartful exhibition 
of the even tenor of this aged Missionary's religious views and feelings­
it is valuable as II happy illustration of the design of 1>rovidence in com-
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for e,ery thiog ; lie provides the menus ; lie will give you strength and wisdom ; 
lie alone c.tn and will ble,s your work. My heart is full and overflows, but my 
han,1 is weak. I can •<Id no more, but thot I am yours very cordially, 

Calcutta, 26th March, li9B. J. Z. KlERNANDER. 

" This 1•e11erable Pat.-iarch," says the old Historian of Calcutta, " was 
now in the 76th year of his age and the 47th of his mission; an age at which 
i11 any climate the delulitated frame must feel severely the reverse of for­
tune: hut how unspeakably severe must it ha1•e been felt hy one who, 
for a period equal to the onlinary life of man, had been used to the g1rntle 
ease of India ! The hovering cloud b111·st and the l"Uin of all his fortunes 
followed-the se,11 of the Sheriff of Calcutta was clapped even 011 THE 

SANCTUARY OF Goo ALDIIGHTY ." Referring to the foregoing letter he 
adds-

" Such are the sentiments which flowed from the soul of a mortal on the awful 
verge of eternity I ls this the laoguage of puritanism? ls it pharisaical? Or 
is it the lunguage of truth ? 

" The character of :\Ir. Kicrnander has ueeu variously and too uoravourably re­
presented uy those wlio juJge without examination, aud whose sole authority is 
l,earsay from J,earsav. We are more prune in general conversatiou to propagate 
malicious falsehood, than to display ho11ourable trnlh, such is the human heart! 
such is the uuture of man I The poet justly says-

• On eagle 'Wiogs immm-tal scandals fly, 
While virtuous actions a,·e but born, aod die,' 

" I now conclude with repe~ting the answer made to my scrutioy by the gentle­
men at Chinsurah who were intimate wi1h M,·. Kiemaoder for the last ten years 
of l,is life. ' Had he been capable of guile, he could not have displayed that 
serenity which alwuys beamed from his countenunce: his comvosed visage IJc­
spoke the t,anquillity of a soul_conscious of ils owu purity. His deportment W.ts 
such as 111imil'kry dare not mutate, and deception would treml,le lo assume,'" 
So says the old liistorian, and very well too. 

I sl,all conclude with the epitaph ove1· Kiernande1·'s serond "'ife-it is, as 
the \lording would sufficiently indicate, from his own haud, and strougly 
declarnti1·e of a 1·c1·y ,lifferent estimate of that lady's niligious character 
l'Orn the one formed by the writer of the memoir. 

In i\Jemo1·y of 
Mi's. ANN KIERNANDER, 

deai-ly beloved wife of 
The Revel'end 

l\fr. John Zachariah Kiemander, 
First Protestant Missionary to Beng·al; 

whom, 
from a life in which she prnctised every virtue 

that adorns the charncte1· 
of a Christian, 

it pleased Almighty God to talrn to himselt~ 
June 9th, A. D. J 773, in he1· age of 43 years and 2 months. 

Sbe departed with an entire though humhlll confidence 
of a happy futurity, 

thro' the mel"its of Jesus Christ, he1· Redeemer, 
Having fo1· some time desirously waited for the hour of hel' 

dissolution, 
with that se1·enity of mind 

which a good conscience alone can inspil'e. 
Her lamenting Husband 

as a testimony of sincern and llffectionate regard, 
which she deserved when living, 



1837.] D'Rozario's Dictio1w1·y. 

and he still retuins for her memory, 
caused this to be el'ected. 

Ecno. 
In netemitatem inspict>, ad tempus l'espice, 

RPspice quid vnlet praesentis temporis aivum. 
Omne omne quod est nihil nihil est praeter 

Am111"e Deum. 
I remain, Mr. E<litor, yours, &c. 

C1:--su11F.NiilS. 

IX .-D'Rozario 's English, Bengalt and Hindustan& Dic­
tionary. 

To the E<litor of the Calcutta Chl'istian Observer. 
Dr.AR Sm, 

In your notice of the English, Rengali, and Hindust:mi Dic­
tionar)' in Roman characters, published by Mr. D'Rozario, you 
haYe committed an oversight to wl1ich I beg to draw your atten­
tion-it is in attributing the autlw1·ship of that work to l\.fr. 
n·u. The title-page shews no such claim, and is blank as to the 
compiler, necessarily so, as it was the joint-production of several. 

The principle of suum c1tiq11e alone, Sir, induces me to notice 
this mistake in the Observer. The" spirited Publisher," as you 
justly style l\.fr. D'Rozario, may well expect, and I am confident 
will meet with all the commendation and encouragement his use­
ful and very creditable undertaking deserves-but he woulcl be 
tl1e hst person himself, I feel assured, to a~sume to himself the 
credit of another's labours. He has very fairly and fully stated, 
in his preface, the extent of aid he has received in the literary 
execution of the work-of which the entire mC'rit of .mggesting i·s 
his, as were the sole risk and responsibility and the very severe 
labour of revising and carrying the sheets through the press. It 
may be as well to state simply, that of the 26 letters of the alpha­
bet, two only, A and B, were supplied as to the Bengali hy Bahoo 
Tara Chand-the other 24 bv the Rev. ::\h. Morton. The addi­
tional English definitions which lHr. D'Rozario judged it well to 
insert after the l\IS. left the hands of the gentleman who supplied 
the native terms, of course as he savs necessitated some additional 
native matter and a few substitutions to correspond-and for this 
he has very honorably taken on himself the whole responsibility. 

This explanation will, I am sure, be sati,factory as well to him 
as to the friends of the other parties who were known to have 
been engaged in the work, and that not in equal shares, as has 
now been shewn. 

I am, &c. 
Suuu Cu1QUE. 
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REVIEW, 

The Christian Keepsake and Missiona1·y .Annnal. Edited by 
the Rev. W. Eu1s. Fisher and Co. London, 1837. 

There is a time for every thing under the sun, says the wise 
man, and happy is he who rightly understands the times and the 
seasons, who finds "the time for every thing, and every thing 
for its time." There was a time when it was deemed a mark of 
especial wisdom to sneer at Missions-when genius and talent 
vitd with each other in attempting to cover with ridicule the 
Missionary and his labours. The men were werik, their schemes 
wild, and their object subversive of the peace of society and the 
stability of Governments ; but that time has past. Time 
itself, the great interpreter of all events, has formed out of 
these despised characters men distinguished for their philological 
attainments-scholars practically wise-travellers the most en­
terprizing-and benefactors to our race the most abiding. They 
have explored and depicted in the most fascinating and faith­
ful manner the lore of Indian science, the wild habits and 
manners of internal Africa, the curiosities, natural and moral, of 
cannibal isles, and the half dormant lives of the inhabitants of 
Greenland's scarcely trodden shores. Nor have they been forget­
ful of those countries which were redolent of nature's beauties, or 
of the arid and sterile desert, or the still but captivating scenery 
of the islands of the sea. These they have described till we 
have almost fancied we gazed on the real scenes. Nor have they 
passed by the botany, geology, or traditionary interests of these 
several sections of the earth ; so that, their enemies themselves 
being judges. they are not just quite the idiots they wei-e repre­
sented at the outset. \IV e do not state this in the spirit of vaunt­
ing-far from it. If they had done none of these things, they had 
done their own work, in blessing men with the knowledge of sal­
vation; but this they have done, and not left the other undone. 
\\i e have alluded to this chiefly to mark the spirit of change 
which has come over those whose business it once was to exclude 
all but libels from their circle on the Missional'y cause. At the 
time to which reference is made, the most talented periodicals 
·were watchful for a mark at which to shoot their arrows poisoned 
with deadly venom. Nou: they arc ready to admit with candid cri­
ticism the works and travels of those Yery men they once sought to 
ridicule. The press was then open for every attack, and but slow to 
admit the most talented and upright defence. Now they will mix 
up with their ordinary details the Missionary's communication and 
journal. In the social circle every idle story was accredited: all 
that was wild and mad was attached to Missions, and sometimes 
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things that were immoral and vicious. Now it is not treason to 
speak of Missionaries as reasonable beings, and to treat their talent~ 
and purposes with respect. It is not an unfrequent case f<:'r them, 
if now calumniated, to find defenders in men who, having seen 
their lives, (though far from coinciding with their reli~ious 
views,) have been convinced of their integrity and utility. 
Christian Governments, where they dared, opposed, or frowned 
where they dared not oppose, and placed obstacles insurmount­
nhle to common motives where they dared not frown. Now we 
find some of them in friendly alliance with the Missions, or else 
either from the fear of that liberality which most despotically 
makes governments the puppets of ita caprice, or from a secret 
attachment to the benevolent purposes of the work, silently offer­
ing aid in e,•ery way for the advancement of the kingdom of God. 
n· c know not that the vitality of Missions has been improved 
by this change. We fear not ; but that it has transpired is 
evident. This it was our object to unfold. 

\Ve were led to this train of reflection by the publication at the 
head of this article, The C!tristian Keepsake, a Missionary An­
nual, edited by a 'Missionary, Rev. Mr. Ellis, which has found 
real favor with the public ; for the Editor says, that it has been 
rewarded by an" approbation so decided, and a measure of success 
so extensive, as to demand the most grateful acknowledgments" of 
the publishers. It is a work full of interesting and useful informa­
tion, not unmingled with light and pleasing pieces, and embellished 
by scenes of Missionary labor, and pol'traits of eminent religious 
characters, executed in the tirst style of taste and workmanship. 
What a change must have passed over the minds of the public 
since I 797, that in 1837 it should 6nd in its heart to patronize 
largely a work of taste devoted to Missionary detail, and edited 
by a Missionary, and that it should rise in favor, while many of 
its compeers are sickening and dying, attended to the tomb by all 
degrees and classes of talent. This is indeed indicative of the 
great change. Magna est veritas et prevalibit. But we must 
stop, though it is a tempting theme, and refer our readers to the 
work itself, that they may•; sit in the critic's chair and pass the 
sentence when they have paid the marks." The portraits and 
views are beautifully executed. Amongst the former we recocrnize 
some of the best friends of the human race,-the venerable C;rey, 
tlie ill-fated but sweet singing Felicia Hemans ; Tzatzoe the 
African preacher; Dr. Ryder, Bishop of Coventry; and a most 
touching picture of the infant Doddridge receiving instructions in 
Bible history from his mother before he could read, from the 
Dutch tiles on the mantle-piece. This picture alone is worth 
the whole book. \Vhile we looked at it we felt the very lire ofow 
in our cheek, and the kind stroke of the hand of our vene~ble 
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instructress passing over our once cherub face. Gone, :;rone.-Oh 
our mothers. where arc they, &c.? This picture reminded us that 
we were secring, for it made us look round for our little friends, 
our playmates, who used to sit and watch Jonah swallowed up by 
the whule, and Christ stilling the tempest, and the five thomand 
fed, on some such tii<'S as these from which Docldridgc received his 
first impressions of the truths of the Gospel. They are gone too, 
nearly all gone to the grave; and we -- ? and you, reader -- ? 
But we mmt turn to the views. These are Mountains of Aboo, 
in Guzerat; Death scene of Heber; The Missionarv's Grave; 
Malta; Hhodcs, and the Moharram Festival, &c. 'l'he articles 
:ire from the pens of men who have seen and experienced what 
they tell ; and well is it told. \Ve shall be tempted to make 
copious extracts in future numbers; but for the present we 
extract a paper from the pen of the Rev. \V. Campbell, of Ban­
galore, on " Mohammedanism in India." The subject is one 
of tempting intcre~t to all interested in the propagation of the 
Gospel, its permanent and increasin!! establishment amongst a 
conquered people, its amalgamation with Hindu habits and errnrs, 
are topics which might he treated with interest and advantage. 
'While the character of the people, embodying such a mixture of 
cunning and ignorance, religious zeal and gross wickedness, and 
the most absolute ignorance of their own faith. with a reckless 
fury for its support, arc traits which might engage a ma,tcr­
painter to lill up. Nor would the conduct of Government to­
wards them he an unfitting topic for disquisition. ,v e must, 
however, leave these for the present, with this satisfaction, that 
the '.\foslem insult is now wiped off the coin, and removed from 
the correspondence of officials, and that soon the civil and crimi­
nal codes will possess only so much of Muhammadan jurispru­
dence as is humane and good. The extract will illustrate the evil 
of a trimming policy towards these haughty sons of the Crescent, 
while it may dictate to all future legislators that mercy does not 
always consist in concession, or justice in punishment. May the 
moral of history it records, not be lost ou those whom it alone 
can benefit. 

" Like every other system of error and imposture, Mohammedanism 
h~s been characterised 1,y the JJOmp of its rites, and the JJageantry of its 
festirnls. As thou~h the light and simplicity of truth, the spirituality of 
religion, and the glory and nrnjesty of heavenly wisdom, were the prero­
gative of the Christian system alone; this imposture was not only 
established in hloocl, and propagated with the sword, but it has been 
upheld by rites and ceremonies s11hve1·sive of the interests of holiness, 
and pandering to the base lusts and propensities of mankind. The ac­
companying plate is descripti\·e of the i\loharram, as it is celehrated in 
India. Houssein and Hoossein were brothers, descendants of the ProJJhet, 
and heirs of the caliphat. Unable to withstand the treachery and the 
murpi11g ;,mbition of Ayseed, who aspi1·ed to the throne of theii· ancestors, 
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they were destroyed itl their 11ttempts to uphold their power, nn1l are 
reg1mled as mnrtyrs to the faith. To commemorate their ma1·tyrdom, and 
to celehrate ,mew their funeral obsequies, this festival is helil for ten days 
in their sacred month l\fohurram. During its continuance, e,•ery kind of 
lahour is suspended; the devotees of the ~oran gil'e t_h~mselves up, at 
011tJ time, to mourning, and, at another, to mirth and festivity; temporary 
houses nre erectl!d in every direction, to celebrate the orgies; orowds of 
peo11le, dressed in the most fantastic forms, their bodies besmearec~ with 
ashes, accompanit>d with music, and going through the most ludicrous 
dances, peraml,nlate the streets, and, to obtain gift~, visit the houses of 
the 1·ich ancl the' affluent ; the adherents of Houssem often quarrel and 
engage in fierce conflict with the del'Otel's of H oossein; feats of strength 
are performed, and fire-works nnd other exhibitions are got up, to amuse 
E1.1ropeans and other spectators ; while scenes of carnage and blood have 
been known to close these solemnities. It was in the celebration of this and 
other festiv11ls during 1832, that several attempts were made in the penin-
1ula of lnrlia, to upset the government, and to renlize an expectation which 
prevailed among· the professors of the Koran, that their power was again 
to be established. At Bellary, at some of the stations on the western 
coast, at Bangalore, ancl at Cuddapnh, dots were raisecl, and were attended 
with ve1·v serious results. Many l\Iohammedans who were di,-chargecl from 
the l11cli;111 army, an,! who had nothing to lose but every thing to gain in 
the struggl,·, inflamer! the minds of the people to rebellion, and carried on 
a secret a111I comhined system of correspond~nce with various parts of the 
country. \Vhat with the calal)\ities which were impending over the 
JJeninsula; what with the rebellions which his suhjects, so oppressed and 
exasperated, had raised successfully against the Rajah of :\Jysore; and 
the changes which kept the people in suspense for a time, as to the nature 
of the gol'ernment which was to be established; what with the signs in 
the hea1·ens above, which not only the astrolog-ers, but the fears and pre­
judices of the many, interpreted into the most signal and terrible revolu­
tions; the opportunity appeared most favorahle to carry on deecls of 
amhition. 1 n ordt>r to al'Ouse the people to resistance, the Ch1·istian 
religion was represented as that of the Galilean; it was coverecl with 
11corn and deri;;ion; and references were made to the number of mission. 
aries, to lhe establishment of schools, and to val'ious operations of a 
benevolent kind, as testimonies lhat the Enl!:lish gov,,rnment were deter. 
mined to employ force in the p1·opagation of their faith. As a certain 
evidenre of tht>ir success, the greatest sti-ess was lai<l upon the ,·ast 
majority of their numbers, when compared with the scattered tribes of 
Enropeans; anil nothing, it was maintained, was wanting hut the erection 
of the crescent, to collect together the bands of the faithful, to animate 
them with a zeal and frnour in the strnggle p.-oportionate to the necessity, 
nnd similar to tlwse of former days, to enable them to drive the whole 
European community into the sea. Defiance of the Company's power 
was added to scorn fo1· the Christian religion; and contempt of their weak 
1111d timid policy, wns joined to the defiance of thei1· power; and they 
rioted in their th1·eats, and in their increasing means of accomplishing their 
pnrpo~e. At Cuddapah, the fire of thei1· enthusiasm hurst into a flame; 
their larl("e drnm was beat, as the signal of terror and alarm; the Patan& 
joined "ith the adhnents of the mosque in their rebellious enterprise, 
and, inspired with rage against Christianity, as well as with implacable 
hatred "gainst the government, their bands-exasperating themselves and 
their associate~ to cleeds of hlood-advm1ced upon the mission-house, to 
munler Mr. Howe! and his family. As soon as the intelligence of the 
riot. and of the hase designs of the multitude, were known at the magis-
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trRte's cutcheery, 1\-fr, MRcdonAld, thP s11h.collector, And R gentleman 
whom nil respected for his intellige11ce and hi< ZP;,l in the public service, 
rushed to the spot unarme,l, with the ho11e of usiug his powers of persun­
sion to ln·inp; them to reason, and of keeping them at hay till the ai·1·ivnl of 
the troops. But the mom1•11t he hegan to address them, they ,·ut him rlown, 
imhruerl their hands in his blood, and were triumphin!!· over him as the 
first victim of their rnge, and as 11 11le1lge of their fut111·t> ,ucc.-s,, whPn the 
very appearance of the troops put thdr courn!!,'e to 1li11:l,t, aud ~hewed 
them to he as vile nnd cowar,lly wheu they had power to IIIPt't-, ;,s they 
were base and malevoleut wheu ther had nothing hut rea~or, au.I iutelli. 
gence to fear. A slow and tardy PXt'Cution of the law dt>li1·ere1I ,,.v,.n of 
the insurgents to the !!,'allows ; hut a retributi,•e justice will pursue many 
more of them, as the aht>ttors of this horrid murder. 

At Baugalore scenes of riot and rebellion took place, which thrt>at ened 
to terminate in more dreadful consequences tha11 thest•. At t.he ft'slival of 
Ramsan, they all repaired to their Eedgah, which was situate iu a field 011 

the nortb side of the cantonment. Nothing could be 11101·e contemptible 
as a place of worship and of rendezvous, than was this ~mall :11ul dilapi. 
date,! w,111. But it was a shrine of their religion, and ought to l,ave been 
respected. On their a-;semhling at the spot, what was tl,e ohject which 
filled tht'm ll'lth horror and surprise? A pi11,". at any time and in any 
place a ;;uhject of di;;µ-nst to Mohammedans, had l>et'n kill,·d the1·e; its 
blood had been sprinkletl Ol'er the place, to polln; e it; and its ht>ad, Htuck 
upon the wall, was s11rrnounte1l with a cross! Without ,rny inquiry, and 
without any co11sidt'ratio11, the whole a~~t>mhly rnstll'd to the Roman 
Catholic chapel, as it appeared to them all unquPstional>le that 11011e bu1i 
the party who adopted the cross as a l,ad!('e, could be guilty of such an 
outrage. In au inst Hut the doors and wirul1rns were driven in; the altar 
and its i1lols were laid level wit!, the /!'l'Uull,l; I he d1H1ult'liers were dashed 
to pieces; the priest escaped only wi1h his life; and the fr.,ntic 1·age of 
the spoilers threaten Pd vny ,0011 to l.,y the wbole fabric iu ruins, "hen 
the military were cHlle,I out., <lro,,e them inlo the bazaar, and rei,tored 
peace and 01·der. "Vhilt> these thin/I's were goirrg 011, a naik, of the 
Company's service, a ;\lolrarnmedan, and a disafft>cted traitor, repaired to 
the residence of the comrnan<lant, to gin• him tl1e intelli!!,'ence ; und he 
had only cleared the l);ate of the premises, when it was a~cntainecl that he 
was the perpetrntor of this deed. After a few months' retreat among the 
hills in Nul!ger, a price was set upon his laead; lae was brought into Ban• 
galore, tried 1,y a court-martial, and shot. But, notwithstanding it was 
so plain that a ~lohammedan was the author of this outrage, and that the 
views of this part of the commuuity Wel'e decidedly hostile to the go,·ero. 
ment; so infat11nted were the J\ladras executive, as to call 1111011 Christian 
officers to build them a ,plendid Eetlgah, as though they woulil mnke i, 
abundantly manifest that they were willing, not only to Sllf'port idolatry 
alllll l\Iohammedan d~lusiorr, hut to dt>grade tire religion of lhe Bit.le, and 
disbonor those who helie"e it aud sup1w1·t it, by making them the inst1·u. 
ments of erecting this monument of infamy. . . 

Such has heen the policy which the Jnclaarr government hns rnvan~bly 
pursued. To patrouize idolatry, a11<l to support any •)·stem of >oUpt>rst1t1011, 
no measures have l,eeu too unchri,;ti1111, 11011e too u1ll'e<1sonable. \V hat has 
been th .. honor of the Christi au 11ar11e ! what the propagation and exten­
sion of the true 1·eli1!io11 ! what the foeli11!!,'s, thl' p1'111c1ples, the cou~cieuce,, 
antl the morality of their J~uropca11 army! what tl,e spiritual and eterual 
interest~ of the pt>ople the111s.-l ves ! what the hlt·ssing or the 1uuledict1on 
of the Almighty upon their rule :0111I their posscs,ious ! when false principles 
were tu be 8upportel.i, and a spurious aud anli<Juatetl system wa11 tu be 
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maintained? No. These have hel.'n hut as the smnll dust in the lmlnnce, 
when comparl.'11 with the upholding of Nystems wl1ich are ready to vunish 
away. To the most superficial observer, it must have ap11earl'd evident, 
that thel'e has, for many a day, been a 91.rnggle between the anthol'ities in 
India, on the one hand, to cherish th·e superi.titions of the people, and the 
events of providence on the other, to annihilate and cle!troy them. Like 
the tower of Habel, whicl1, while it remaine,I a monument of the folly and 
the iguorance of its nnthors, was the mean,1 uf ~catti>ring them thl'ough the 
eartli, and accomplishing the purposes of Goel ; what has been the cl'ection 
of thi~ Eedgah, and the e~tahlishment of sirnilu tower,, but so many 
mean~ whid, a watchful Providt>nce has employed !o expose the folly and 
weakness of men, to convince the rulers of the earth that thuug·h they al'e 
careful to build up, he will· n!I certainly throw clown, and to shew to all 
that the heavens do rule, nurl that He will mak,• the wrath of man to 
praise him, and the remai11dec,r thereof he will l'estrain? 

It is not theory, it is not spec11lation, but unquestionable truth. W'hat 
was the effect which was produced by the sy,tem of policy allu<lecl to? 
Tf,e Yerv rel'erse of that which was anticipate,!. The l\lohammedans 
Jrrew in ti1ei1· own impol'tance, and hecame more bold in their entel'pl'i,e. 
Instead of consi,lerin~ this act as one of conciliatiou, they 1·e1!·ard,•<l it and 
trl'ated it as one of fear and cowarilice, ,rnd drew from it the weight of 
their i11fl11-E'nce, the assu1·ance of their power, and Lhe certainty of theil' 
succi>Rs. No longer open and public iu their atttempts, they resorted to 
intri~"es and a fearful ccmspic"'4!y to accomplish their purpose-a co11spi­
raGV which, hut fo,· the interpo~ition of a gracious l'rol'iclence, would h,&l'e 
reutlered B11ngalore an aceldama and a sepulchre. It appeared in, evideuce, 
that a fakee1·, who assumed the mask of a button-maker, was the chief in 
the confederacy; that g1·eat numbers of the army, t>specially the :\Jussul­
men of lhe infant1·y, of the cavall'y, and the art1llel'y, wel'e secluc,·cl from 
theil· allegiance; that me1·cenal'ies we1·e engaged to entel' aud take posses­
sion of the fort, the small gate of which was, at the hour appoiuteu, to be 
undt'l' the guard of one of the insurgeuts; that the horsl!s of the dragoons 
were to be cut, so as to render them useless in the strnµ-g-le, the artillery 
was to he brought to hear and to pour its thunde1· 011 th~ Eul'opean liar­
racks, aml the aid of the Mussulmen servants was not to be wanting in the 
hour of conflict; that proclamations had been circulated far anti wide, 
deuouncing Christianity and a Chl'istian government, calling upon itll the 
faithful to rally :m111n,l the nesce11t, and establish theil- own religion and 
their own rule; and that the setting of the moon on the night after the 
discovel'y of the plot, was to be the signal for massacre and death, aud for 
consigning the whole Enl'opean community to contempt aml oblivion. 

This plot once exploded, the policy of conciliation was at an end ; a 
dreadful example of veugeance was made; six men were blown away from 
J!;llOS, two were shot by musketry, and g1:eat numl1ers were banished. 
Notwithstanding the wish and the attempt of the auihorities to exalt it, 
Mohammedanism was laid prostn,te in the dust, and, as though Divine 
Providence had determined, in this last overthrow, to shew tlmt no re­
sources of its own, and no favol's granted by othel's, could prese1·ve it 
from destruction; one calamity has come upon it afte1· anothel', and every 
attempt to l'ise has only sunk it in deeper disgrace and degrndation. It 
matters not what may be the support and countPuance which the Indian 
government confers upon this system of imposture; it mattel's not though 
its purse should be ready for its ;,ggrandisement, and its right hand for it11 
patronage; it matters not tl.ough Europeans, both civil and miliLary, 
should subscribe hundreds and thousands of pounds annually to assist in the 
celebration of its festivals, aud to ad,•anee its prosperity thr.oughout ibe 
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world ; its days are numbered-the hand-writing on the wall is aa-;,_w.at 
it-it has been weighed in the balance, and has been found wanting:_the 
decree ha, gone forth against it, and cannot he revf'rse1l -the waters of the 
Euphrates must be drie1l up, that the way of the kings of the East may he 
prepared; anti a9 sure as t.he Lord Go,I Omnipotl!nt ri·ig·neth, the dny of 
its j111lgment i~ at hand, 11nd its day of doom is not far <list.ant. The effort, 
made to uphold :\lolmmm~danism, 011 the one hand, awl tlll' evident symp. 
tom:i of its decay, on the other, cannot fail to excite our liveliest solicitudes 
for the unhappy victims of its iniquitous delusion; awl while our tenderest 
sympathies are exercised on their hehalf, our eff'o1·ts for their l>Pnefit will 
be marked hy grt'ater vigour, and our prayers will ascend with warmer 
fervour, that the day of their redemption may draw nigh, and that the set 
time for thei1· deliverance may soon be fully come." <1>111.os. 

ffliddianaru nnlJ llelig-iaue lattelligence. 

J.-BENGAL. 

1.-MISSIONARi' MOVEMENTS. 
Letter;:; have heen received from our good friends, Rev. lV. H. Pearce 

nml Rev. J. ;\Jack, from St. Helena, Rnd Rev. J. Leechman, dated at sea, 18 
days from the Sandheads. All parties were much im1m,ved by the voyage. 
May they and thei1· excellent partners soon be resto1·ed to 0111· little band 
of Indian Missionaries. Limited, however, as that cil'cle was, it has been 
lesscne1I by the removal of M1·. Carey Barclay, of the St>rarnpur Mission. 
He was agoo,I man, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.-We regret also to 
state that the Rev. J. Anderson, formerly of the Baptist Mission at Pntna, 
who arrived iu England in August last, entered into his rest in the month 
of Februm·y. His was a short hut unhlernisheil career. He was an intel­
ligent, amiable, devoted servant of the Lore!. -The Scottish Mission in this 
city is about to he strengtheued by the ani\,al of the Rev. Mr. Macdonald, 
minister of Pentonville Church, Presbytery of London, who has given 
up his charge for the Mi~;:;ionary cause. We hear that he is a ni'an of fine 
mind and s11irit, devoted piety, and ,·ery eminent talent. \Ve anticipate 
his arrival with great pleasure.-It is with s01"row that we announce 
that our fellow-laliourer, the Rev. J. Hrehedin, is under the necPssi­
ty of 1·eturning to Europe for the restoration of his health. \Ve trust 
that so valuable a Missionary will soon return and bring with him many 
of the youthful di,;ciples of Wurtemberg.-1\frs. Todd, of Madura, has been 
called to her rewarcl afte1· a residence of thirteen years in this country. 
She hath done what she coulil.-1\lr. Henrr Parnell, the ass9ciate uf Mr. 
Gron~ at :\Jadrns, intend8, we understand, to locate himself in Syria. 
-Rev. W. St11rt, of Patna, has proceeded to Europe to obtain more la. 
bourers fo1· the Mission under his care at that Station. 

2,-NATIVE CONVERTS. 
Two young men, natives of Calcutta, were publicly baptized at Ludiana, 

lately, by the Rev. J. Newton, of the American Mission at that Station. 
A respectable young man w . .s re~,•ntly haptized in the Union Chapel by Rev. 
A. F. Lacroix. The 1·ite was a1li11inistered after six years' i11quiry. Since 
his prnfession he has h,•.,n car, .. rd off by his connections, and his fate 
is at present in-•·uh-ecl in ~ome ,1egree of mystery. ~Ve have hea~·d also 
of an instance uf viole<1•:t~ to a native youth seeking fo1· baptism at; 
Bard wan. llc has been placed in confinement and cbilins.-We hear also 
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that " case of considerahle interest to native converts is now before the 
Council ; it refers to thl.' h11vtism of married females who become sincere 
converts to the faith of Christ. It will he 0111· business to ohtnin the most 
accurate information on these and some otht!r points of a similar 1rnture 
which ha,·e occurred lately, an<I present th~m to our readers. The time is 
not fnr distant when the civil strnggle will commence, for it is impossible 
that things can remain much longt!r as they 11re. The sincere i,onvnt to 
Christianity must S1.'ek an,I obtain the 11rotPction of his rnlers as well as the 
~upi,r~titious Hindu and the cruel Musalman. If thing~ procee,I at the rnttt 
thi,y lull'e latte1·ly on this subject, t.he Missionaries will not he safe. Should 
this be the case it will be the most pffectual way to con,·ince ou1· rulers, 
perhaps too late, that timid polfo.11 is not al,rny;; the wisest. The 411estion 
of ci,·il liberty in conneetion with a Christian prufessiou, ii. we are aware, 
one of considerable difficulty, yet it must he met. 

3.-TuE LATE FmF.s. 
The suhscriptions for the s11ffore1·s amount to ahout 20,000 Company's 

Rupees. To this the Government lmve added l:ll,000 more, and ha,·i! passed 
11n act compelling all persons in futu1·e to co1·e1· their huts with tiled roofa. 
It has unfo1·tu11ately come a day too late, as a great many of ti1e 1·el,uilt huts 
are already co\'ere1l with thr1tch. The committee for relieving the wants 
of the poor creatures deserve the highest commendation; their activity and 
kindness ha;; been most untiring. 

4.-THE ,VE.&TRER. 

The weather during the last few months has been the mo;;t extrno1·di­
nary in the 1·ecollection of the oldest inhabitant. ,v e have been almost 
without rain for eight months; this, with the thermomete1· lattedy at 95• 
and 96° in the shade and dry hot weste1·ly and no1·therly winds, has induced 
cholera and other not less fatal diseases to a feal'ful extent. Many persons, 
b<>th European and native, have heen cai-ried off during the last month, 
Jn the Mufassil, chole1·a, fever, and small-pox have been committing dread­
ful ra\'ages. The want of water hHs been quite appalling: the rains have, 
however, at length set in, and the weather is delightfully cool. The Lord 
reigneth, and he will do all things well. 

5.-TEMPERANCE SocIETIES. 

A Temperance Society has been formed at Dum Dum under the patron­
age of Colonel Powney. It is very prosperous. May every station soon 
have its Socidy in successful operation. 

6.-ffORRID SUPERSTITION. 

A Fakir was brought before the Vhief Magistrate the other day charged 
with being found eating piecemeal a putrid corpse at Nimtala Ghat. 
The only punishment that could be inflicted on him, was to send him out of 
the bouudaries of the city. We understand this disgusting p1·actice i11 
deemed a most sac1·ed aod meritorious act. 

7.-St/NY.&.'srs. 
These are a set of Idle, licentious villain~, generally young, strong, and 

hardy men, who under the garb of superior sanctity are pel'lnitted to take 
all kinds of freedom in Hindu society. They may be seen parading the 
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native parts of the to1vn almost in n state of nu,litv. \l'e notice this more 
11artic11la..Jy. as we perceive lately they are not confining themselves to 
rrntivtJ ,listricts, in defiance of a Government regulation. "\Ve trust the 
police will l1eep a vigilant eyti upon their movements. 

R.-AR~rn11nAN C1rnsus. 
J. Al'1lall, E,q. has recently published a census of the Armenian popu­

lat;on in Calcutta, and h11s obligingly sent us a copy. The work displays 
considerable research. \Ve shall make use of it in our account of the sta. 
tistic:; of Calcutta. 

9.-NEw PF.RronrcAr,s. 
New periodicals for diffusing religious and u~eful information ha,·e heen 

startt>d at the Cape and .Maulmein, 11nd a daily pape1· in the Sandwich 
Islands. ,v e wish them all well, and have but one piece of ad vice to give, 
if it can reach-be local. 

10.-NATIVE SocIETIEs. 
There are at present, we unde1·stand, three religious Societies in Cal. 

cutta, which may he deemed the rallying points of the respectire religi. 
ons parties :-Ist, The Dharma Shabha. This is the gathering place of 
orthodox Hindus; and violent enough it is in the fulmination of its curses 
and pains. It is, however, past its Zf'nith.-2nd, The Brahma Shabh,i,; this 
was the offspring of Rli.mmohan Ray's libe1·ality. It meets in the Chitpur. 
road. There are about ten principal members, at the head of which are 
Dwarakanath Thli.lrnr and the Taki Babus. It is rlying a natural death. 
They profess to worship only one God, and wish to reform Hinduism hy 
reading and distributing the Vedas.-3rd, The N11tfoe U1tit111·itin A.faocfotfon; 
this is composed of young men educated in the different schools; it differs. 
from the Brahma Shahhe in admitting the validity of all professedly 
inspired books, even the Bible which is read in turn. They meet in 
Bligh Bejar. There are hesides these three or four Debating Cluhs 
amongst the alumni of the Hindu Collel?e and the Gene1·al Assembly's 
Schou!, but not of suffici<'nt interest to deserve a distinct notice. 

I J.-T .ltKI SEnnNARY, FrFTH ANNUAL Ex,UIINATlON. 

The fifth Annual Examination of the General Assembly's School at Tul,i 
was held on Monday, the 19th June. Notwithstanding the great heat of 
the weathe1·, upwa1·d8 of 100 boys were present; and the total number on 
the list, in the English, Bengali, and Persian departments, was about 180. 
The Examination was conducted bv the Rev. Mr. MACKAY, with the 
valuable assistance of the Uev. Mr. CA~IPBELI,, of the London i\1 issionary 
Society. Babu BHADA'NI PRASA'n RA'v examined the Persian classes, 
and expressed himself highly gratified with the progress they had made: 
but the improvement of the boys in the English school was for more 
conspicuous, and reflects great creilit on the industry, as weli as on 
the ability of their teacher, l\fr. SHIELS. 'fht'y were suhjected to a 
long and sea1·ching examination on the \'arious studies in which they have 
been engaged, and it is but common justice to the teachers, as well as to 
the taught, to say that they acquitted themselves admirably. 

It would he an uncommon sigh•, even in ENGLAND, to see in an obscure· 
village schuol a large number of young men, not only tolerably ve~sant in 
two forei_gn languages, but having a co11,al, rahle, and, as far as 1t goes, 
very acl'Urate acquaintance with Geometry, lli•tory, Political Economy, 
Geography, Algebra, Arithmetic and Composition, while at the same time• 
they had the boldness to receive instruction in another religion. Hoir 
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much moTe uncommon nnd extnordinary then must it be to meet with 
such II phenomenon in the midst of the jangals of HENOA'L ! There is, 
however, nothing resembling ordinary village boys in the English ~chool 
at Taki. They are the children ofrich and respectable nath·e gentlemen, 
chiefly rel11tions of the Cu.AVDHURI BA'Bus ; 11nd in good brt'edi11g and 
per~onal appearance they are perhaps superior to the roung men in any 
school in Calcutta. Even in the second class, some of the mo1·e advanced 
boys spoke English with such ease nnd grammaticnl precision, as to excite 
the surprise of the Examiners; and the remarks, which they made in coo. 
versation, were shrewd, bold, and independent, without heiug in the least 
impudent or disrespectful. Such is the promising state of the school at 
present, that, we believe, it is the intention of the superintendents, that 
one of the General Assembly's :\lissionm·ies shall reside among them occn­
sion11lly for a month or two at a time, as soon as the 1·einforcement, which 
is expected from Scotland, shall render the measure prncticable. 

\Ve appeal to the public whether the name of lllilm K,ttr'N&TH R.11v 
Cu A t•ou 1.1m, the est11blisher and chief supporte1· of this noble institution, be 
11ot an honor to his countrymen. Jt has now been in existence for five 
years, and, in addition to that part of the expense which is defrayed hy 
the General Assembly, it bas cost the Balms upwards of twenty thousand 
rupees. Already, 8timulated by the example of the T,jki Blibus, another 
rich aml powerful zamindar has, we believe, established an English school 
in the neighbourhood; and there seems no reason to doubt, that, by a 
little judicious encouragement from the Government in the shape of au 
J1011ora1·y reward, many other wealthy native gentlemen would come for. 
ward, and materially assist the Education Committee in theu- labors for 
the 11i1fusion of English knowledge through India. 

'fhe following is the Prize list for ltl37. 

1st c1o.,, 
Golak C. Singh. 
Hara Lal Sarkar. 
~ambhu C. Bos. 

2nd Class. 
Jagannath Bos. 
Gopal C. C hakrabartti. 
Mathur M. l\Iojum<lar. 
Bishwambhar l\Iukarjya. 
Kalinath Uday. 
K8flarnath Hal<lar. 

3rd Cla,s. 
1s6n C. Ray. 
Mohesh C. Mojumdar. 
Bharat C. Ray. 
Gop61 C. Ghos. 
Bhat C. Bos. 
Tarini S. Ray. 

1st Class. 
Pran Krishna l>a.s. 
l>warak nalll Madak. 

2nd Class. 
Ri,lhamollan JJas. 

1st Class. 
J agamohan llos. 
Golak C. Singh, 

1.-ENousH ScuooL. 
Madanmohan Bos. 

4th Clas,. 
lshwar C. Ray. 
Tarak C, Lahuri. 
Srikanth Bos. 
Priyaoath Bos. 

5th Class. 
Mohini C. Ray. 
Um6 C. Bos. 
Um6 C. Ghos. 
Harimohan Chaturjya. 

6th Class. 
Beni i\Ia<lhab llanurjye.. 
Dwarakanath Das. 
Amrita Bos. 
Nabakumar Bos. 

1th Class. 
Kali M. Bos. 

11.-BANOA'u' ScHooL. 

Talebar Glizi, 
3rd Class. 

Bhagirat Pa!!re. 
Laksllminarayan l\Iadak. 
Kedar U. J\ladak. 

Ill.-PERSIAN SCHOOL. 

l\Iohini 1\1. Ray. I 
2nd Class, 

Ilaj 1\1. R11oy. 
Kali P. Chaturjya. 
Panchanan l:los. 

8th Class. 
Umacharan Ray. 
Umesh C. Ray. 
Krishnamohan Bos. 
Gopal C. Chakrabarlti. 
A'.shutos Ray. 
Durgii C. Bos. 
Prannath llfly. 
Madan 1\1. Datta. 

I 
9th Class. 

Nobin C. Bos. 
Kali P. Chaturjya. 

Sr, Gobind Banurjia. I 
Prasanoa C. l\lukarjys. 

Ume,h C. Chitradbar. 
4th Class. 

Nata l\ladak. 
Panchkauri Sarowr. 

I 
3,.d Class. 

Hara Lil Sarkar. 






