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FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

1. That the Carcurra CurisTiaN OnsEnrviR be established on
those evangelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the
16th century were agreed.

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious denominations,
shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to modify or
reject all communications which may appear contrary to the above
Rules.

EDITORIAL NOTICES.

Since our last, favors have been received from ‘¢ Cinsuremsis”— A,''—
“otros.” %'« R, C. M. ¢ J. 8. and ‘¢ A Friend to Maternal Associations.””
The * Note™ unavoidably postponed, also the paper on * Sailors.” * Female
Education” in an early number. If any of our friends could provide us with
statistics or other information on the subject of East Indian slavery, we shall be
obliged. Many thauks for the map of Berhampore.
Tre NEw YEar.
New Subscribers.

The Editors would call the attention of their Missionary and other friends to
the fact that the New Year is fast approaching, the period when many old Sub-
scribers will be leaving India, when it will be necessary to endeavour to obtain
new Subscribers for the Observer. The present issue is about 320, and could it
be raised to 400 with other arrangements which will be announced at the opening .
of the year, the Editors would be able to hand over to the Tract Society Rs. 1000
Annually. The Editors are not without the hope that the additional 80 Subsecri-
bers will be obtained, and for the encouragement of our friends to solicit Sub-
seribers we often receive letters thanking us for forwarding the work to retired
stations.

New Correspondence. ~

The Editors beg also to remind their respected correspondents that the sea-
son for itinerating and observation is at hand, and that they can most effec-
tually serve the interests of the periodical by communicating the result of their
observations on the manners and customs of the people. A list of subjects on which
information is required will be found in the advertisement of our contemporary
the O. C. S. in another page. Let the friends of the Tract Society and the
Observer remember, that if they would serve the one and render the other inter-
esting, they must endeavour to increase the number of Subscribers and forward
interesting papers. i

COMMISSION AGENCY.

NOTICE.—Orders from Residents in the Mofussil, for every description of
Supplies, will be received and executed on the most moderate terms by the under-
signed if accompanied with a remittance, or reference for payment on their Agents

in Calcutta,
G. C. Hav.
Culcutta, No. 99, Dharamtallah,
September 1s¢, 1837.
NATIVE FEMALE SCHOOL SOCIETY. )

The object of thie useful inatitution is to train up the female children of Native
Christians and orphans to habits of domestic industry, and to ipstil into their minds
the principles of true religion; and the better to effect this desirable object, the
children have beeo placed entirely under the superintendence of Mrs. Campbell at the
Society's establishment, No. 1, Circalar Road, Calcutta.

Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received by Mprs. Campbell,
or the Editors.
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L.—The South Sea Islands.

THE narratives of those enterprising navigators, who in the
early part of the reign of George IIL. explored the vast expanse
of the Pacific Ocean, awakened in the minds of many an inter-
est almost unprecedented. The minds of men dwelt upon the
isles of the ocean, which had been described in such glowing
colours, as so many specimens of fairy land, asspots realizing
the fabled beauties of the gardems of the Hesperides, and all
that poets had ‘sung regarding the blessings of the golden age,
when the earth spontaneously gave forth her stores, and ever-
lasting spring covered the face of nature with ever-blooming
flowers, and never-fading verdure. The uncultivated children
of nature who inhabited these specks of the mighty deep, were
regarded by sentimentalists as in possession of earth’s highest
happiness, and as verifying in actual reality what had been truly
regarded as merely the speculations of sentimental poetry, and
the dreamings of diseased imaginations. . Amid much that was
truly beautiful and highly interesting, the worse features of the
picture were overlooked, or altogether cast into the back ground.
While the mind could dwell upon the beauties of nature, the
almost spontaneous superfluity which, in many instances, covered
a partially cultivated soil, the delicious mildness of a climate
never subjecting the human frame either to the extreme cold of
winter or the exhausting heat of other tropical lands ; the savage
cruelty, the horrible barbarity and unmeasured licentiousness,
which existed unrestrained and unmoderated, were forgotten :
the relentless rage which mingled with and stimulated to the
dismal horrors of savage war, the human sacrifice, the exposure
of helpless infants, the appalling details of cannibalism, all were
disregarded. So is it always. The sentimental enthusiast
clothes every thing in the garb which imagination suggests, or
he directs his eye only to the pleasing and the beauteous. The
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harsher features of the picture, the marring inconsistencies, all
that is disagreeable and repugnant, exert no influence. They
may be seen but they are not looked at. 'T'hose specimens
which, tothe eyes of more impartial observers, exhibit human
nature in all its deformity and depravity, and display in bold
relief the universal wickedness and degeneracy of man, are
neglected by the sentimentalist, as he gwells with absorbing
delight upon the spectacle of man, in savage freedom, roaming
at large amid the woods and dells of his native isle, plucking
his food from the overhanging boughs, and satisfying his thirst
at the crystal stream.

The Christian Philanthropist surveys the picture with feel-
ings of a very different character. In proportion to the degree
of the beautiful which is presented to him in the panorama
which he beholds, so does he lament the features which mar
its loveliness, and the objects which at once tell him that after
all he is only viewing human nature, varied a little indeed
by the different circumstances but still the same in all the
great outlines, enslaved by wicked passions, a victim to the evil
lusts of unregenerated hearts. The whole exhibition strongly
illustrates to him the descriptions of fallen man which are un-
folded in the sacred volume. He sees at once how correctly
the deluded mortals who pass before him, are represented in the
word of God, as living in darkness, as being deprived of the
invigorating beams of the sun of righteousness. 'Their reason
and understanding are overshadowed, and their whole mental
energy is vitiated. 'L'bey are  children that are corruptors ;” for
God has manpifestly given them up to their vile affections and
lusts ; the thickest moral and religious darkness overshadows
them, and they are degraded below the brutes that perish. Their
manners are simple, unaffected and cheerful ; but dark, unre-
lenting and cruel revenge lurks in their hearts. They are un-
sophisticated by the false polish of artificial politeness ; but
duplicity, falsehood and deadly hatred are the offspring of their
darkened minds. How does the Christian behold all this? Is
he less capable of viewing with admiration the beauties of nature,
than the enraptured sentimentalist who can open his eyes only
upon the agreeable and beautiful? Is he less capable of appre-
ciating the excellencies of men, than the advocate of savage
ignorance and unrestrained liberty ? No, he can view both sides
of the picture, and allow every object to have its due influence.
The lovely and the grand call forth his affection and admiration.
The hateful, the monstrous, and whatever mars the harmony
of the objects of his contemplation excite him to make active
exertions to counteract their influence, and establish in their
place something which shall be more in accordance with his ideas
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of the beauty, not of the natural merely, but of the moral land-
scape.

While then, the descriptions of the islands and inhabitants of
the South Seas were furnishing amusement to old and young—
while sentimentalists were enjoying the contemplation of what
seemed to them to realize their dreams—while sensualists and
worldlings were working mischief and augmenting, in a high
degree, the evils which already existed—persons of a different
mind were also maturing their plans.  The attention of Chris-
tians began to be directed to the dark places of the earth, and
they seemed to hear, as Paul did of old, a voice calling upon
them in the name of the Lord, ¢ Come over and help us.”

The London Missionary Society fixed upon the South Sea
Islands, as the scene of the first attempt, under their auspices,
to convert the heathen unto God. Without entering into the
particulars of the arrangements which they made, or giving our
opinion either in approbation or disapprobation of the plan
which they adopted, suffice it to say that a mission was esta-
blished in the Society Uslands and other groups, chiefly with
the view of making known ¢ the glad tidings of great joy” con-
veyed in the gospel of the grace of God ; but embracing also a
plan for the introduction of various mechanical arts among the
untaught natives of these islands. At first the gloom of dis-
appointment hung over the enterprise. In some islands the
natives became jealous of the interference of the missionaries ia
their affairs ;—lostility was awakened ; some missionaries were
slain, and others obliged to flee. In Tahiti (we prefer the old
name Otaheite, from association), alone was there a remnant
left, and these continued to prosecute their labours for many
years without any apparent beneficial result of their exertions.
The scoffer and the infidel began to exult. The enterprise was re-
garded by many as visionary, and its supporters as the dupes of
enthusiasm. The voice of malignity was raised against the mis-
sionaries, and those who spent and were spent in the service of
God were held up to the world as ignorant, selfish, time-serving
and sensual men. We do not mean to say that every thing
which the missionaries did was Judicious,—we do not mean to
say that every individual of the body who went to the South
Sea Islands was blameless ;—this were to affirm of men, what
could be affirmed only upon the supposition of their being per-
fect models of virtue and godliness. Yet it cannot be denied
that much disinterestedness was manifested, that much patience,
labour and faith were called forth ; and it appears to us that
calumny was heaped upon these who by their conduct put to
shame the accusers that presumed to traduce them. Inthe face
of much opposition from those to whom they addressed them-
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selves, and under all the obloquy which the infidel and the sen-
sualist heaped upon them, they persevered in their course for ma-
ny a long year. At length the fruit which they had long anxious-
dy expected, began to appear, and that too at a time when some
of the directors of the Society in England,  discouraged by
‘many years of fruitless toil,” *“ entertained serious thoughts of
abandoning the mission altogether.” Some venerable friends,
however, of the interesting enterprize remained firm, and
-even pledged every thing in support of it. It was proposed
““that a season of special prayer for the divine blessing should
be observed.” The proposition was agreed to, and letters of
encouragement were written to the missionaries ; and while the
vessel which earried the letters was on her passage to Tahiti,
another vessel was conveying to England, not only the news of
the entire overthrow of idolatry, but also the rejected idols of
the people. Thus was fulfilled the gracious promise, before the
“call I will answer, and while they are yet speaking I wiﬁ
hear.” ““ From that time to this” continues Mr. Williams* ¢ one
rapid series of successes has attended our Jabours, so that island
after island, and group after group, have in rapid sueccession
been brought under the influence of the gospel: so much so,
indeed, that at the present time, we do not know of any group,
or any single island of importance, within 2,000 miles of Tahiti
in any direction, to which the glad tidings of salvation have not
been conveyed.”

With what success the message has been delivered in many
of these islands, Mr. Williams furnishes us with abundant means
of judging. The very interesting *“ Narrative of missionary en-
terprisesin the South Sea Islands,” which he has laid before the
public, testifies that in the very region, where it was insinuated
that the utter futility of missionary exertions had been plainly
manifested, we are to look for some of the brightest trinmphs
of the gospel in modern times. Misrepresentations of the purest
intentions are by no means uncommon among men ;—but it is
lamentable to reflect, that such misrepresentations should have
in many cases more influence, even upon the intelligent portion
of society, than the simple statements of truth; and that in con-
sequence of the parties against whom the charge is made hav-
ing to speak in their own defence, their averments are received
with more jealous caution, than the accusations of the malig-
nant traducer. Hence it was that for many years the state-
ments of Kotzebue had more weight with many than those of the

* A Narrative of Missionary Enterprises in the South Sea Islands, &ec.
&c. By John Williams, of the London Missionary Society. J. Snow,
26, Paternoster Row, London ; Thacker and Co. Calcutta.
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persevering men who were wearing out the strength of their
years in the blessed work of sowing the seed of life. And yet
we may estimate the amount of confidence which ought to have
been placed in Kotzebne's narrative, when we read the follow-
ing passage in Mr. Williams’ book—¢ As T may not have
occasion to refer to this individual (Kotzebue) again, I shall
embrace the present opportunity of saying, that his ¢ new voy-
age round the world,” so far as 1t relates to Tahiti, is one tissue
of falsehoods, containing accounts of persons who never existed
and lengthened histories of events which never oceurred.” The
interesting narrative of Capt. Beechy has also tended to lessen
the importance of missionary exertions in the minds of many;
but there are reasons for supposing that, had he sought better
information regarding the subjects which he alludes to, in connee-
tion with the conversion of the natives, he would have drawn
more correct conclusions than mere impressions could enable
one altogether ignorant of the language of the natives, to do.
We are the more impressed with the conviction of this, when
we view the candid and straightforward manner in which the
$Hon’ble Captain Waldegrave of H. M. 8. Seringapatam, endea-
voured to ascertain the amount of real seriptural knowledge,
and real conviction of the truth, which the natives of Raiatea
possessed. The result of the investigation which he and several
of his officers, and the chaplain of the vessel made, was most
satisfactory. The testimony of this gallant officer, and that
of the Right Hon'ble Liord Byron, Captain of the Blonde frigate,
is sufficient to set at rest the surmises of hundreds of specula-
tors, who form their opinions, without careful inquiry, upon
momentary impressions, and suspicious imaginings. Besides,
let it be remembered, that were one of the sincere and simple-
minded Christians of the South Sea Islands to be landed in any
of the crowded seaports of Christian Britain, until he really
saw the churches and chapels, and the public observance of the
ordinances of religion by a portion of the population, he would
have some difficulty in coming to a decided conclusion, whether
or not the people around him had even heard of the redemp-
tion vouchsafed to man in the gospel; or, if the many profane
oaths which would doubtless reach his ear, convinced him that
they had heard of the true God and the Saviour, yet would he
be apt to say, within his heart, * Is this the land of Christian
light-—of bLible and missionary societies? Where are they who
love the Saviour and revere his holy name ? who hate sin and
all manner of iniquity ? Have the infidels triumphed and expel-
led the faithful ones from the land, so that the sacred and holy
name of the Most High is only mentioned in blasphemy, and to
add emphasis to the boastings of the profligate and licentions ?”
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But we are detaining our readers too long from the details of
Mr. Williams. He was an eye witness of much that has taken
place in the islands of Polynesia, and after introducing him to
our readers we shall let him speak for himself. The successful
progress of Christianity had commenced before Mr. Williams
embarked for the purpose of sharing in the labours of his fellow
evangelists ; but he has been the honoured instrument of
bearing ** the glad tidings of great joy” to groups whither the
sound of the gospel had not previously goue forth. FHe joined the
mission in 1817, and the immediate scene of his labours was
the island of Raiatea, one of the Society group. The narra-
tive, however, does not refer to his labours in that island, ex-
cept incidentallv. Much has been said of the Society Islands by
others ; Mr. Williams, therefore, confines himself principally to
the circumstances connected with the introduction and pro-
pagation of the gospel in the two groups known under the names
of Hervey's Islands and Samoa or Navigator’s Islands. Besides
the interesting detail of his own immediate labours, we find in
the book many marks of an intelligent mind. 7The author is an
observer of nature, and without any pretence to accurate scien-
tific knowledge, displavs considerable acquaintance both with
natural listory, and geographyv. We shall follow him, however,
rather as the herald of Salvation, and extract some of those
passages that unfold the interesting and wonderful revolutions
whichso suddenly followed his visit to some of the Islands.

Many who read the volume may not see the hand of Provi-
dence so distinctly as Mr. Williams thinks he has done, in ‘many
-of the occurrences which he has related. This may arise, how-
ever, from a want, on their part, of the habit of referring, not to
say the common occurrences of every-day life, but even the more
striking events which give rise to important changes in the ‘whole
circumstances counected with their earthly career and future
prospects, to the over-ruling direction of Him by whom even the
very hairs of their heads are all numbered. Worldly-minded
men are ever apt rather to trace the chain of natural events and
secondary causes, than to look beyond these to the great and Pri-
mary Cause of all the movements which take place around them.
They are too apt to refer that to the wisdom and foresight of man,
which ought to be referred to the immediate power and direction
of a Divine Providence, that operates with or without the agency
of the creatures, but may make the weakest vessel the instru-
ment of good. Many may see in the sudden and effectual re-
volutions which caused the overthrow of the idols and the burn-
ing the maraes, the operation of worldly motives, and the
sudden evolutions of mere caprice, or the blind obedience of
the ignorant multitude to the will of their superiors. There
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may have been all of these motives at work, still this will not
prove that the whole was not accomplished under the immedi-
ate control of the all-seeing providence and almighty power of
God. For whatever may prompt men to forsake idolatry and be-
come earnest inquirers after that which is true, when the change
i3 complete a good work is done; and there is nothing wrong
in supposing that the Almnighty Disposer of events overrules the
passions of men for their own welfare; and hems them in, so to
speak, until the combination of various circuinstances conspires to
urge them forward in the way of truth. We would not for one
moment argue upon the principle that the end will justify
the means; or say that the servants of God should hecld out
any allurements to their fellow sinners which strict morality,
correct judgment,and religious sincerity would not sanction. Nor
in this case do we require to do so; for the narrative bLefore us
does not lead us to suspect that the missionaries to the South Sea
Islands can be charged with having so acted. We merely mean
to say that the Supreme Governor may overrule the caprice
and worldly motives of men for the accomplishment of his
own purposes; yea, that he can make ‘ even the wrath of man
to praise him.” That such has been the case in many of
the instances brought under our notice by Mr. Williams, is
beyond doubt. For we cannot suppose, that, at the very
time, when, under the influence of some sudden impulse, the
idolators were assiduously destroying, with upanimous exer-
tions, the monuments and the objects of their worship, they
did so from any clear views which they had of Divine
truth, or from any strong conviction of the errors of idolatry
and its attendant influences. In many cases, after idolatry was
openly renounced, much laborious exertion was necessary to
make the untutored minds of the unpolished savages, familiar
with the gracious provision which God has prepared for men,
in the dispensation of his grace and salvation by the gospel of
his Son. But when circumstances are so ordered that malti-
tudes of those who previously bowed down to stocks and stones,
all at once become steady hearers of the word, and earnest in-
quirers after the way of salvation, it is then most manifest that
the band of Divine Providence is stretched out in behalf of his
people ! And how wondrous and unsearchable are the ways
of Jehovah ! The same fruit which appeared not in ‘l'ahiti for
fifteen long years, was exhibited in rich abundance in some of
the islands which Mr. Williams visited, in less than so many
months.  And it will be interesting, in perusing the following
extracts, to notice the zeal, and activity, and success of the
pative agents, who in most instances were the pioneers, of the
way. The keen ardour with which they declared their readi-
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ness to be set apart for the work of missionaries, and their
willingness to leave country, relations and friends, for the prq-
motion of the kingdom of their Lord and Master, are sufficient
to put to shame multitudes in our own Clristian land, whe
would be ¢ Jords over God’s heritage,” but find some ready excuse
for not becoming heralds of the truth to those who are yet
sitting in darkness, miserable slaves to the destroying errors
of superstition and blind prejudice.

The minds of the people of Raiatea were awakened to the
importance of making diligent exertions for extending the
knowledge of the gospel, by circumstances which took place
in the island of Rurutu about 350 miles south of Raiatea. An
epidemic of an unusually fatal nature had desolated that island.
The people began to suppose that the gods meant in anger to
devour them ; and under the conduct of a chief named Auura,
a numerous party embarked and put to sea, for the purpose of
seeking an asylum in some more favoured land. They landed
upon the island of T'ubuai, and having recruited their strength,
Tesolved upon returning to their native isle. There were two
canoes. The crew of one were nearly all lost. Auura and the
other landed on the island of Maurua where the population were
Christian. Having heard something of Christianity, and that
there were white men from a far country who had come to the
neighbouring islands to bLring glad tidings, they resolved to go
in ¢ search of those who could explain more fully to them the
nature of the astonishing news which they had heard.”” They
landed on Raiatea and becoming acquainted with the truth, were
desirous of carrying information -concerning it to their country-
men. The Captain of a vessel who touched at Raiatea offered
to convey them and also the teachers who were to accompany
them. Mr. Williams’ narrative gives the following account of
the arrangements made, and the success which followed this
Interesting expedition.

“ We assembled the members of our congregation, mentioned Auura’s
desire, and inquired who among them would go as teachers to the heathen
of Rurutu ? Two of our deacons, who were amongst our best men, came
forward, and, we hope, with the spirit, as well as in the language of the
prophet, said ¢ Here are we ; send us.” They were therefore set apart to
the work by an interesting service. The greater part of the night previous
to their departure was spent in providing them with the articles which they
would find both necessary and useful. Every member of our church brought
something as a testimonial of his affection ;' one a razor, another a knite, a
third a roll of native cloth, a fourth a pair of scissors, and others various
useful tools. We supplied them with elementary books, and a few copies
of the gospels in the Tahitian language, from which their own does not
materially differ. "Thus we equipped them for this expedition as well as
our means would allow.

“ After an absence of little more than a month, we had the pleasure of
secing the boat return, laden with the trophies of victory, the gods of the
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heathen taken in this bloodless war, and won by the power of the Prince
of Pence. On reading the letters we received, and seeing with our own
eyes the rejected idols, we felt a measure of that sacred joy which the
angels of God will experience, when they shout, ‘ The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ.”

““ A meeting was held in our large chapel to communicate the delightful
intelligence to our people, and to return thanks to God for the success
with which he had graciously crowned our first effort to extend the know-
ledge of his name,

“ The chapel was lighted up with ten chandeliers, made of wood neatly
turned ; cocoa-nut shells were substituted for lJamps. ‘The middle chan-
delier beld eighteen lights, twelve in the lower circle, and six in the upper;
the others held ten and twelve each. When lighted up, they presented to
the natives a most brilliant appearance, and called forth expressions of as.
tonishment and delight. In the course of the evening the rejected idols
were publicly exhibited from the pulpit. One in particular, Aa, the
national god of Rurutu, excited considerable interest; for, in addition to
his being bedecked with little gods outside, a door was discovered at his
back; on opening which, he was found to be full of small gods; and no
less than twenty-four were taken out, one after another, and exhibited to
public view. He is said to be the ancestor by whom their island was peo-
pled, and who after death was deified.

“ Several most interesting addresses were delivered by the natives on
the occasion. The two following extracts will give an idea of their gene-
ral character : —Tuahine, one of our deacons, observed—

¢ ¢ Thus the gods made with hands shall perish. There they are, tied
with cords! Yes! their very names also are changed ! Formerly they were
called *“ T'e mau Atua,” or the gods; now they are called ** Te mau Vuru
ino,” or *‘ evil spirits.” Their glory, look ! it is birds’ feathers, soon rot-
ten; but our God is the same for ever.’

““‘Tamatoa, the king, also addressed the meeting ; and perhaps, a finer
illustration of the similitude of the knowledge of the Lord covering the
earth, as the waters cover the channels of the great deep, will not readily
be found, than was used by this Christian chief:—

‘¢ ¢ Let us,” said he, ‘ continue to give our oil and arrow-root to God, that
the blind may see, and the deaf hear. Let us not be weary in this good work.
We behold the great deep: it is full of sea ; it is rough and rugged under-
neath ; but the water makes a plain, smooth surface, so that nothing of its
ruggedness is seen. Our lands were rugged and rough with abominable and
wicked practices: but the good word of God has made them smooth. Many
other countries are now rough and rugged with wickedness and wicked
customs. The word of God alone can make these rough places smooth.
Let us all be diligent in this good work, till the rugged world is made
smooth by the word of God, as the waters cover the ruggedness of the
great deep. Let us, above all, be concerned to have our own hearts washed
in Jesu’s blood, then God will become our friend, and Jesus our brother.”

‘“He concluded by an interesting allusion to the natives of Rurutu.
Another speaker, with warmth and animation that produced great impres-
sion, said,

“¢Look at the chandeliers ! Oro never taught us any thing like this !
Look at our wives, in their gowns and their bonnets, and compare our-
selves with the poor natives of Rurutu, when they were drifted to our
island, and mark the superiority ! And by what means have we obtained
it? By our own invention and goodness? No! it is to the good name of
Jesus we are indebted. Then let us send this name to other lands, that
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others may enjoy the same benefits” ¢ Angels,’ added Uaeva, ¢ would
rejoice to be employed by God to teach the world this Gospel of Christ.” ”

Some interesting facts are mentioned, regarding the kind
assistance which the natives of this island afterwards afforded to
Captain Chase of the Falcon, an American whaler, and the
faithfulness with which they protected the property which he
entrusted to their care. The deputation sent out by the Lon-
don Missionary Society to visit their missions in the South Seas,
visited this island ¢ some twelve or fiftcen months after the
iniroduction of the Gospel.” We give an extract to show the
rapid progress which improvement had made in that short
period. ‘L'he first two or three sentences are the remarks of
the deputation.

“<Now the designs of God, in sending us winds which we thought
adverse, were explained, in affording us an opportunity of visiting this
beautiful little island. When we reached it, we were not certain what is-
land it was, but were greatly surprised to see several neat-looking white
houses at the head of the bay. From this we concluded that the Gospel
had reached its shores.” A pier, a quarter of a mile in length, had been
constructed of vast coral blocks, as at some of the Society lslands, which
afforded a convenient landing-place. We were kindly invited to the
houses of the missionaries, when we received every possible attention both
from them and from the natives, who supplied us with baked pigs, fowls,
and yams in profusion.

“ Besides the two comfortahle houses of the Missionaries, we were sur-
prised to find a large place of worship, eighty feet by thirty-six, wattled,
plastered, well floored, and seated,—built within a twelvemonth, at the
expense of great labour, by these industrious people, under the direction
of the two native Missionaries, who performed a great part of the work
with their own hands. Mr. Ellis preached several times to the people,
when every individual in the island attended. Many of the chiefs were
dressed in European clothing, and all were attired in the most decent
and becoming manner. In the house of God no congregation could have
behaved with more propriety ; all was solemnity.

‘¢ Here our eyes were struck, and our hearts affected, by the appearance
of certain simple yet signal trophies of the ¢ word of God,” which in these
islands is really going * forth conquering and to conquer.” These were
< spears,’ not, indeed, ‘beaten into pruning-hooks,” but converted into
staves to support the balustrade of the pulpit staircase; for the people
here ¢ learn war no more,” but all, submitting to the Prince of Peace, have
cast away their instruments of cruelty with their idols.

““ Not a vestige of idolatry was to be seen, not a god was to be found
in theisland. So great a change effected in so short a time is almost be-
yond credibility ; but we witnessed it with our own eyes, and exclaimed,
* What hath God wrought I’

Animated by the triumphs of the gospel in Rurutu, the Mis-
sionaries and people of Raiatea resolved to make some farther
exertions for propagating the truth. As Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liams required to go to N.S. Wales to regain health and vigour,
it was determined to leave two native christian teachers at
Aitutaki one of the Hervey group. The king of the island
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willingly permitted them to land and promised them his pro-
tection. The result was prosperous, although the zealous
Papeiha and his colleague Vahapata had to contend with
much opposition in the first instance. They were reinforced
by more colleagues, and after Mr. Williams’ return from N. 8.
Wales, it was resolved, after consultation and prayer, that an
effort should be made to introduce the gospel into every island
of the Hervey Group. Mr. Williams and Mr. Bourne with
four native Missionaries and their wives from Raiatea and two
others from Tahaa, embarked for Aitutaki. ‘The agreeable
change which had taken place there is detailed in the follow-
ing extract.

« After about five days’ pleasant sail, we reached Aitutaki. A num-
ber of canoes crowded around us, filled with men, every one of whom was
anxious to get on board our ship. We had, however, determined not to
allow any canoes alongside, until we had seen either the chief or one of
the teachers; for, had the natives been hostile, they could easily have
captured our small vessel. We received a grateful salutation from every
canoe that approached us. Some of the natives cried out, ¢ Good is the
word of God: it is now well with Aitutaki! The good word has taken
root at Aitutaki!” Finding, however, that we did not repose entire con-
fidence in their assertions, some held up their hats*, others their spelling-
books, to convince us of the truth of what they stated. As we approach-
ed the settlement, we beheld, from the vessel, a flag-staff with a white
flag flying, which satisfied us that the teachers were alive. At length
the chief’s canoe came alongside, when we learned from Tebati, one of the
first who embraced the Gospel, that the maraes were burned ; that the
idols which had escaped the general conflagration were in the possession
of the teachers ; that the professionf of Christianity was general, so much
80, that not a single idolater remained ; and that a large chapel was erect-
ed, nearly 200 feet in length, plastered, and awaiting my arrival to open
it. This news was as delightful as it was unexpected. When the teach-
ers came on board, they not only confirmed all that had been told us, but
added that the Sabbath was regarded as a sacred day, no work of any kind
being done: that all the people, men, women, and children, attended
Divine service ; and that family prayer was very general throughout the
island. Joy beamed in every countenance, and gratitude glowed in every
heart, at hearing this good news. We hastened to the shore to be eye-
witnesses of what had been effected. ‘The natives crowded around the
boat, and having to drag it a considerable distance, they amused and de-
lighted us ; for, instead of the unsightly gesticulations and lascivious
songs with which I was greeted on my first visit, some were now spelling
long words, and others were repeating portions of the catechism, or a
prayer ; another asking a blessing on his food ; and others singing a verse
of a hymn ; indeed, every one appeared anxious to show what progress he
had made in the new religion.”

The instruments under God in effecting the accomplishment
of this state of things, were the native Missionaries. They
laboured for upwards of twelve months without making much
impression. 'I'he grandfather of the reigning king was the

¢ The European-shaped hat was wora only by the Christian party, the ida-
laters retaining their heathen head.dresses, war-caps, &c.

4p2
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most determined opponent to all change in religious matters.
The death of his favourite daughter, however, under peculiar
circumstances, made him lose confidence in the gods whom he
bad hitherto so sedulously worshipped. He accordingly sent
his son to burn his marae, and from that period a decided im-
pression began to be made upon the minds of the people.

“So general and powerful was the impression made on the minds of the
people of Aitutaki, by the circumstances I have narrated, that on the Sub.
bath day after the death of the chief’s daughter, the people of several dis.
tricts came, cast their idols at the feet of the teachers, and professed them-
selves worshippers of Jehovah. During the week the rest followed ; sothat,
by the next Sabbath, not a professed idolater remained in the whole island.
On the third Sabbath in December, just about fifteen months afler the
teachers landed on their shores, they had the delightful satisfaction of
seeing the whole of the inhabitants convened to worship the one living
and true God. Having no house which would contain so great a number
of people they assembled under the shade of a grove of Barringtonia and
mape, or chesnut trees, whose interwoven leaves and thick foliage were at
intervals penetrated by the rays of the sun, while the cooling breeze from
the ocean swept softly among the branches.

¢ At the conclusion of the services of this memorable day, Papeiha
requested the people to attend a general meeting which was to be held on
the following morning, when subjects of importance would be brought be-
fore them, At the appointed hour, the whole of the inhabitants of the is-
land assembled, and after having spoken to them of the immense labour they
formerly bestowed in the erection of their maraes, and in the worship of
their false gods, he exhorted them to let their ¢ strength, devotedness,
and stedfastness in the service of the true God, far exceed.” He then
made the two following propositions :—first, ¢ That all the maraes in the
island should be burned, and that all the remaining idols should be brought
to him, in order that he might forward them to us at Raiatea, that we,
with our people, might also rejoice in the triumphs of the word.” The
second proposition was, ¢ That they should commence immediately build-
ing a house in which to worship Jehovah.” T'o both of these proposals the
assembled multitude yielded their cordial assent. As soon as the meeting
broke up, a general conflagration of the maraes took place ; and so complete
was the destruction, that, on the following morning, not a single idol
temple remained unmutilated. o

«The whole population then came in procession, districtafter district, the
chief and priest leading the way, and the people following them, bear-
ing their rejected idols, which they laid at the teachers’ feet, and then
received from them in return a few copies of the gospels and elementary
books. Thus were the labours of two comparatively weak instruments
rendered ¢ mighty through God’ in effecting the utter overthrow of an
idolatry, dark, debasing, and sanguinary, which had shrouded the by-
gone generations of this verdant little island, and held them bound in its
fetters. ’

« They commenced, immediately, the erection of their chapel. The con-
struction of the Aitutaki houses being different from those of Tahiti, and
not well adapted for a large building, the teachers had to attend and di-
rect the builders in every particular.  When the frame-work was up, they
took a reed’s length of thatch and thatched up to the ridge pole, and when
the people saw how it was done, they were so diligent in their good work
that in two days the whole roof, 200 feet in length, was completed.”
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In Aitutaki, at the time when these events took place, were
some natives of the then undiscovered island of Rarotonga. 1Tt
was determined to go in search of this island ; but after an
attempt, for five or six days, they were obliged to return. They
touched at Mangaia, and having received the promise of a chief
to protect their missionaries, they landed two teachers and their
wives : the treatment which the latter met with, however, in-
duced them to give up the idea of leaving any one there until a
more favourable opportunity. Two unmarried missionaries
were afterwards left on the island by the deputation, and on
account of a change wrought in the minds of the people, by the
prevalence of a fatal disease, these teachers were received and
treated with kindness.

Mr. Williams and his colleague next touched at Atiu. The
king of Aitutaki accompanied them, and so represented the
reformation in his own island to Roma-tane, the chief of Atiu
and the neighbouring islands, that he became desirous of listen-
ing to the word of life.

¢ By some circumstance, which I do not now recollect, this chief was in.
duced to remain on board during the night, and the following day being
Sabbath, he attended worship. In the course of my address, I read and
commented upon what is said by David and Isaiah in reference to idols. The
mind of Roma-tane was powerfully impressed by these vivid representations
of the folly of idolatry, especially by the words, ¢ with part thereof he roast-
eth roast, and is satisfied ; and the residue thereof he maketh a god, and
worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it and saith, Deliver me for thou art my
God.” Nothing could be better calculated to make an impression on the
mind of an intelligent South Sea Islander than these inimitable verses of
inspired truth ; indeed the effect is likely to be far greater than that pro-
duced on the mind of an English reader. The natives have two words
not very much unlike, but expressive of opposite ideas,—mouz and noa, the
moa meaning sacred, and noa the very reverse of sacred. All that per.
tains to the gods is the superlative of moa ; and all that pertains to food,
and the cooking of food, the superlative of noa. The idea now, for the
first time, darted, with irresistible force, into the mind of Roma-tane ; and
he perceived at once the excessive folly of making a god and cooking food
from one and the same tree, thus uniting two opposite extremes, the mog
and the noa. The astonished chief appeared for some time lost in wonder.
At length he retired, and spent the whole of the night in conversation
with the teachers and chiefs from Aitutaki about the wonderful truths bhe
had heard, frequently rising up, and stamping with astonishment that he
should have been so deluded long, and expressing his determination never
again to worship his idol gods. ¢ Eyes, it is true,’ said he, *they have ;
but wood cannot see ; ears they have, but wood cannot hear.’

““Very early the following day, the teachers came to us with this pleasing
intelligence ; and in a subsequent conversation with the chief, he expressed
to us his full determination to demolish his maraes, to burn his idols, and
to commence immediately erecting a house for the worship of Jehovah.
We proposed that he should accompany us to the Society Islands ; to
which he objected, saying, that he should not go under the same favourable
circumstances as his brother chief from Aitutaki ; -besides which, he wished
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at once to commence the good work, and expressed a desire to purchase an
axe from us, with which to cut down trees for the posts of * Gud’s house.””

The consequence of this favourable impression made upon
the chief, was the ready introduction of the gospel into the
islands of Atiu, Mitiaro and Mauke; and the speedy conver-
sion of the people to the ways of holiness. The following ex-
tract will show how circumstances apparently disastrous tended
to forward the good cause in Atiu,

¢ This great work had been accelerated by the arrival of 8 boat of mine,
which had been sent to Tahiti, to communicate the painful intelligence of
the death of Mrs. Threlkeld, the wife of my excellent coadjutor. She (the
boat) arrived in safety at Tahiti, but, on her return to Raiatea, lost her
way ; we, therefore, concluded that she had sunk, and that the crew had
perished at sea.  But in this we were happily mistaken ; for, after having
been driven about the ocean for six weeks, during which time they suffered
exceedingly from hunger and thirst, they reached Atiu. Here, by the at-
tention of their brethren the teachers, and the hospitality of Roma-tane,
they soon regained both flesh and strength. Several of them immediately
united with the teachers in preaching the Gospel, and instructing the
people, the effect of which was, that the remaining half of the popu-
lation, till then unconverted, believed, and cast away their idols. ¢ Now
we know,” said many, ‘that this religion is true; for these people
could not have come here to deceive us; they were driven by the
waves of the ocean, and, behold, they have their books with them ;
and the God to whom they prayed has preserved them.’ Here, again,
we have another striking indication of an overruling Providence, and
are shown how distressing events are often made subservient to God’s
designs of mercy, < His ways are past finding out.,” “The crew in this
boat would, in all probability, have perished, had it not been for a little
ot of rice, which a friend had sent to Mrs. Williams. 'They had exhausted
all their food ; and every drop of water, long ago, had been drunk, when
they divided out the rice, and eat it, a grain at a time, moistening their
mouths, by dipping the fibrous husk of the cocoa-nut in oil, and thoroughly
masticating it. They spent their time in reading the Scriptures, singing
hymns, and praying to God to preserve them from perishing by famine, or
being drowned in the ocean. So great was the regard they paid to the Sab-
bath that the individual who had charge of the bout informed me, that on
one occasion, a large fish continued near them for a considerable time,
which they could easily have caught ; but, although nearly famished, they
held a consultation whetlier it was right for them to take it, and determin-
ed ‘that they would not catch fish on a Sabbath-day.’ God graciously
heard their prayers ; conducted them to Atiu ; rendered them useful there,
and afterwards restored them to their relatives and friends. I mentiou
this circumstance to show the tenderness of their consciences, and not as
approving of the ignorance in which it originated. Had they known the
meaning of the Saviour’s words, ‘I will have mercy, and not sacrifice,’
they would have taken the fish.”

The mext great object was accomplished through the intelli-
gence of Roma-tane the chief of Atiu. Hegave them directions
8o accurate, regarding the situation of Rarotonga, that after
persevering for some days they succeeded in discovering that
beautiful island. 1t appears that, previously, no European
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vessel had touched there, with, perhaps, the exception of the
Bounty when under the command of the mutineers; but a
heathen female from Tahiti had, by some means, been landed
on the Island, and told the inhabitants concerning the arrival
of Europeans at the other islands, and also of the teachers of
the new religion. Her story excited their curiosity to see the
things of which she told them ; and what is most extraordinary,
they had actually, like the Athenians of old, erected an altar
« to the unknown God.” Not only had the king called one of his
children Jehovah and another Jesus Christ, but his uncle had
¢ erected an altar to Jehovah and Jesus Christ, and to it persons
afflicted with all manner of diseases were brought to be healed ;
and so great was the reputation which this marae obtained, that
the power of Jehovah and Jesus Christ became great in the
estimation of the people.” Owing to these various predisposing
circumstances, there was no difficulty in obtaining permission to
leave teachers among them ; the treatment, however, which the
females met with, led the Missonaries to think of abandoning
the enterprize, for a time, as they had done at Mangaia. But
the excellent native missionary Papeiha offered to remain alone
at Rarotonga, provided they would send him a coadjator, whom
he named, from Raiatea. The generous offer was accepted and
Papeiha with the natives of Rarotonga whom they had brought
from Aitutaki, and who were christians, were put on shore.
‘When Papeiha’s colleague arrived, about four months after the
departure of the vessel, many converts had joined the little
band of Christian worshippers who had been left upon the
island. And when the deputation visited them about one year
after the landing of the first missionaries,  the whole popula-
tion had renounced idolatry, and were engaged in erecting a
place of worship six hundred feet in length !”

"The next visit to the Hervey group was made by Mr. Bourne
who found every thing going on prosperously. ¢ He opened
several places of worship and baptized a great number of the
natives.”

‘ In reference to Aitutaki, Mr. Bourne says—

‘¢ They have built a coral pier, six hundred feet in length, and eighteen
feet in breadth. The number of plastered houses in the settlement is one
hundred and forty-four, in many of which are bedsteads and sofas. The
female teachers have taught the women to make good bonnets. They
are diligent in learning, and numbers can read. Family and private
prayer is very general. Every thing has remained quiet since our last
visit ; neither war nor rumour of war has been seen or heard, although
formerly it was their greatest delight, and the bodies of their slain ene-
mies formed the horrible repast at the conclusion of every engagement.’

‘ Respecting Rarotonga, after having given an account of the large

congregations to which he preached, the numbers he baptized, &c., Mr.
Bourne observes,—
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‘* “Much has been said in Europe, &c¢., concerning the success of the Gos-
pel in Tahiti and the Society Islands, but it is not to be compared with its
progress in Rarotonga. In Tahiti, European Missionaries laboured for
fifteen Jong years before the least fruit appeared. But two years ago Ra.
rotonga was hardly known to exist, was not marked in any of the charts,
and we spent much time in traversing the ocean in search of it. T'wo
years ago the Rarotongans did not know that there was such good news
as the Gospel. And now I scruple not to say, that their attention to the
means of grace, their regard to family and private prayer, equals whatever
has been witnessed at Tahiti and the neighbouring islands. And when we
look at the means, it becomes more astonishing. 'I'wo native teachers, not
particularly distinguished among their own countrymen for intelligence,
have been the instruments of effecting this wonderful change, and that be-
fore a single Missionary had set his foot upon the island. I could not help
earnestly desiring the presence of my brother Williams, that as we shared
in the disappointments experienced in our last voyage, we might share the
Jjoy which the change that has since taken place is calculated to produce. ’

““ By a vessel that touched there some short time after, I received letters
from Papeiha and his colleague, stating that they enjoyed uninterrupted
prosperity, and expressing a wish that I would come and spend a few
months with them, as the work was ‘so heavy that they could not carry
it.” I therefore determined to embrace the first opportunity of doing so.

““Mr. and Mrs. Pitman, who were at New South Wales, on their way to
the islands, when the Deputation arrived there, resolved, upon the advice
and representations of those gentlemen, to settle at Rarotonga. With this
intention, on their arrival at the Society Islands they came to reside with
us at Raiatea, to obtain a knowledge of the language, and wait until a
companion should arrive from England; the delicate health both of Mr.
and Mrs. Pitman rendering it unadvisable that they should proceed there
alone. On being made acquainted with our determination to revisit Raro-
tonga, they gladly embraced the opportunity of accompanying us. After
a tedious passage, we landed, on Sahbath, the 6th of May, 1827, amidst the .
greatest concourse of people I had seen since we left England. In doing so
we were exposed to very considerable danger, for, there being no proper
harbour, we were obliged to get into the boat at a distance of three miles
from the shore. The wind was very boisterous, the sea exceedingly rough,
and our boat so old and leaky that Mrs. Williams was obliged to sit in the
bottom baling out the water. We landed, however, in safety, amidst the
congratulations of the multitude, who had just left the chapel after morn-
ing service, and who compared with what they were when I first visited
them, ¢ were clothed, and in their right mind.” ~ All the females wore bon-
nets, and were dressed in white cloth, whilst the men wore clothes and hats
of native manufacture. The change thus presented was peculiarly grati-
fying.”

The author on this occasion resided in Rarotonga with Mr.
and Mrs. Pitman for a year, and had many opportunities of
witnessing the progress of the people in various branches of
knowledge, as well as their steady advancement in that know-
ledge which maketh wise unto salvation. The following extract
will show something of the state of things, and the means
adopted by the missionaries to facilitate the progress of their

converts and disciples.
“ The first three months which we spent with Mr. Pitman, were devoted
to the instruction of the people, and in obtaining a more correct know-
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ledge of the peculiarities of their language, with such other information as
was necessary to regulate our future proceedings for the welfare of the
Mission. The people were exceedingly kind to us, and diligent in their
attendance at the schools and on all the means of grace. They made,
however, but very little progress in reading ; and we considered them dull
scholars, compared with their sprightly brethren in the Society Islands.
Indeed it was to us a matter of astonishment that not a single person in
the island could read, although the teachers assured us they had been un.
remitting in their endeavours to instruct them. It is true they were
teaching them in Tahitian, as it was our wish to extend the use of that di-
alect as far as possible; but not succeeding, we determined immediately
on preparing some books in their own language ; and with this view 1
drew up an elementary work, and translated the gospel of John and the
epistle to the Galatians, which were printed a few months 2fter ; and from
the moment the people received beoks in their own dialect, their progress
has been so rapid, that, at the present time, there is a greater number of
persons who can read at Rarotonga than at any other of our stations ; and
I may here add, that I think it a circumstance of very rare occurrence
that a religious impression is produced upon the minds of a people, except
by addressing them in their mother tongue.”

Our Missionary friends who have charge of native congre-
gations of the less educated classes in this country, may derive
some benefit from the methodical system deseribed in the fol-
lowing passage.

 Having put the settlement in order, and had the chapel repaired, we
devoted our energies to the instruction of the people. Their attendance
on the means of grace, and the anxiety they evinced to understand the
truths of the Gospel, were truly encouraging. At the conclusion of every
service, both on Sabbath and other evenings, a great number followed us
home, took their seats under the shade of the banana and plantain trees,
by which our habitations were encircled, and spent an hour or more in
making inquiries respecting the subjects of our address.

‘“Indeed, the manner in which they spent their Sabbaths was deeply in-
teresting. At sunrise they held a prayer-meeting to implore the Divine
blessing on the engagements of the day. This they conducted entirely
themselves, At nine o’clock the congregation assembled again, when the
Missionary performed Divine service, just as it is conducted in England,—
prayer being offered, the sacred Scriptures read, and hymns sung in their
own beautiful language® ; after which, a sermon is preached to them.
Prior, however, to the commencement of the service, they met in classes,
of ten or twelve families each, and distributed among themselves the re-
spective portions of the sermon which each individual should bring away ;
one saying, ¢ Mine shall be the text, and all that is said in immediate
connexion with it;’ another, ‘I will take care of the first division;’ and
a third, ¢ I will bring home the particulars under that head.” Thus the
sermon was apportioned before it was delivered. At our more advanced
stations, where the New Testament was in the hands of our people, we
invariably named passages of Scripture which were illustrative of the par-
ticulars under discussion. For instance, if the Missionary was preaching
upon the love of Christ, his first division might be to describe the nature
and properties of the Saviour’s love; and, under this head, if he referred

* The natives sing exceedingly well, and we have taught them most of
our popular tunes. They generally take two, and sometimes three parts
of a tune.

VI 4
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to its greatness, after having illastrated his point, he would desire his
henrers, without specifying the verse or verses, to read with attention the
third chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, where they would find
some sentiments applicable to that part of the subject. Opening their
Testaments, they wonld find the chapter veferred to, and make amark
against it. A second division might be the unchangeable nature of the
Saviour's love ; and having concluded his observations on this, the preach-
er would desire the congregation to read carefully the eighth chapter of.
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, where they would find some passages illus-
trative of that particular. Again opening their Testaments, the chapter
would be sought and marked. Thus we would proceed through the dis-
course. At a convenient time the respective classes met, and, after com
mencing their social service with singing and praver, one of the most in-
telligent of their number began by inquiring, ¢ With whom is the text ?’
and proposed a variety of questions upon it. After this he asked for the
divisions of the discourse ; and when one had been given, he would say,
‘To what portion of Scripture were we referred ?’ The chapter being
named was then read very carefully, and the verses thought to be appli-
cable were selected. This we found a most efficient and excellent methed
of proceeding ; as it not only iuduced the people to pay great attention to
the sermon, but to read the Scriptures with interest, and also to exercise
their minds upon the meaning and application of what they read. This
social exercise was regarded as a preparation for the more public exami-
nation, conducted by the Missionary, which tovk place in the chapel, be-
tween the hours of one and two, when all the classes assembled ; and sel-
dom was there a sentiment or sentence of importance in the discourse
which was not then repeated by one or other of the congregation.”

Owing to the degrading and iniquitous practices prevalent
among the inhabitants of the islands, the Missionaries, although
purposely abstaining, as much as possible, from any interference
1n civil affairs, found themselves under the necessity of acting as
legislators as well as Christian teachers. Mr. Williams had to
exercise bis judgment in this capacity, both at Raiatea and
Rarotonga ; and we thinl that be was only discharging an office
of Christian charity in so doing. He also taught the people
many useful arts, being obliged to build houses, and even a ship,
while he was at Rarotonga. 1t is gratifying to behold in all
these the blessings which flowed out to the people through the
iufluence of the true religion. What, but a few years previ-
ously to the arrival of the messengers of peace, were the abodes
of savage cruelty and blood, became very soon the peaceful
habitatious of Christian men, who put to shame, by the consis-
tency of their conduct, the inhabitants of more favoured Jands,
and stand forth as glorious trophies of the all-subduing influ-
ence of pure religion. Many struggles, however, had to be
undergone in the transition from the old to the new state of
things. As has happened in many other cases, since the first
promulgation of Christianity, the idolaters and unbelievers fre-
quently placed themselves in hostile array against the faith-
ful, and the Missionaries could not always prevent collision.
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At Tahiti, at Raiatea, and at Rarotonga, as well as at other
places, wars took place. The Christians, who in almost every
such emergency proved victorious, treated their conquered ene-
mies with such leniency and mercy that the result has been
the utter renunciation of idolatry, and the spontaneous accep-
tance of the Gospel by those who formerly opposed it.

Our author relates many interesting facts regarding the for-
mer state of Rarotonga, and, in the narrative of the native Mis-
sionary Papeiha, furnishes us with many illustrations of the
native character, and many interesting details regarding the
progressive advancement of the Gospel. Our extracts have
been already so extended that we can only, for the present,
afford our readers one more, which shows the wonderful anxiety
of the people to obtain information on religious subjects. The
person described is denominated by Mr. Williams the ¢ Spiri-
tual Beggar.”

In passing one evening from Mr. Buzacott’s to Mr. Pitman’s station,
my attention was arrested by seeing a person get off vne of these seats, and
walk upon his knees into the centre of the pathway. When he shouted,
¢ Welcome, servant of God, who brought light into this dark island ; to
you are we indebted for the word of salvation.” The appearance of this
person first attracted my attention, his hands and feet being eaten off by a
disease which the natives call kokovi, and which obliged him to walk upon
his knees ; but, notwithstanding this, 1 found that he was exceedingly in-
dustrious, and not only kept his kainga in beautiful order, but raised food
enough to support his wife and three children. The substitute he used
for a spade in tilling the ground, was an instrument called the ko, which
is a piece of iron-wood, pointed at one end. This he pressed firmly to his
side, and leaning the weight of his body upon it, pierced the ground, and
then scraping out the earth with the stumps of his hands, he would clasp
the banana or taro plant, place it in the hole, and then fill in the earth.
The weeds he pulled up in the same way. In reply to his salutation, I
asked him what he knew of the word of salvation. He answered, <1
know about Jesus Christ, who came into the world to save sinners.” On
inquiring what he knew about Jesus Christ, he replied, I know that
he is the Son of God, and that he died painfully upon the cross to
pay for the sins of men, in order that their souls might be saved,
-and go to happiness in the skies’ I inquired of him ‘if all the people
went to heaven after death.” ¢ Certainly not,” he replied, ‘only those
who believe in the Lord Jesus, who cast away sin, and who pray to God.’
‘You pray, of course,” I continued. <O yes,” he said, ‘1 very fre-
quently pray as I weed my ground and plant my food, but always three
times a day, beside praying with my family every morning and evening.’
I asked him what he said when he prayed ; He answered—° I say, “ O
Lord, I am a great sinner, may Jesus take my sins away by his good blood,
give me the righteousness of Jesus to adorn me, and give me the good
Spirit of Jesus to instruct me, and make my heart good, to make me a
man of Jesus, and take me to heaven when 1 die.” ' ¢ Well,” [ replied,
‘ that, Buteve, is very excellent, but where did you obtain your know-
Jedge?’ ¢ From you, to be sure; who brought us the news ofsalvation
but yourselves?’  ‘ I'rue,” I replied, €but I do not ever recollect to
have seen you at either of the settlements to hear me speak of these
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things, and how do you obtain your knowledge of them? ¢ Why,’ he
said, ¢ as the people return from the services I take my seat by the way
side, and beg a bit of the word of them as they pass by ; one gives me
one piece, another another piece, and I collect them together in my heart,
and by thinking over what 1 thus obtain, and praying to God to make me
know ; 1 understand a little about his word.” This was altogether a most
interesting incident, as 1 had never seen the poor cripple before, and I
could not learn that he had ever beea in a place of worship in his life. His
knowledge, however, was such as to afford me both astonishment and
delight, and I seldom passed his house after this interview, without hold.
ing an interesting conversation with him.”

Having permitted our remarks to lengthen out so far, we
shall halt for a time, proposing to complete our observations in
next No. of the Observer. We have yet to follow Mr. Williams
to the Samoa or Navigator’s Islands, and to conclude with some
thoughts suggested by the truly interesting narrative in the
volume before us. Should any of our readers, in the mean time,
desire to peruse and judge for themselves, we believe they may

obtain the book itself, by applying to Messrs. Thaeker and Co.
' a.

I1.—Chapter of Correspondence.

1.—Knar-Kawa’s 1 Hinp.

We most cheerfully comply with the request of R. C. M., and
hope that the effort may be as successful as its most sanguine
projectors could desire. The periodical has already attained a
circulation of upwards of 200. We cannot, however, refrain
from advising our contemporary to reduce the size of his pages
and to infuse into them more of that which would make the pa-
per generally acceptable ; for we very much doubt whether the
Christian population be either so numerous or advanced, or, in a
pecuniary point of view, so able, as either to appreciate or sup-
port such a periodical ; besides why limit its circulation by
making it exclusively Christian? Let it always be moral and
instructive ; but let it never lose sight of the great end for which
it 1s establiched ; for even useful instruction, combined with
Christian information, written and distributed in the spirit of
prayer, shall not return unto us void.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
My peanr Sigs,

It has been suggested by a warm friend to every thing that is good,
that a detailed account of the objects contemplated in publishing the new
religious newspaper, entitled < Khair-khwéh i Hind,” should be sent to you
for publication in the Observer, which I have the pleasure now to do.

_The plan of it originated in a conviction that we can never expect
piety of really superior quality, till we adopt the superior modes of cul-
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ture, which are prevalent in our own country. Apathy, and indifference,
and selfishness must ever characterize, more or less, the man, who is shut
up in his own little sphere, and who has not had his views and affections
enlarged by extended observation; and more especially in this country,
where the evil infinitely exceeds the good, and where the good, in its strug-
gles with the evil, presents at present so little strength or power, that a
timorous friend or a secret enemy, might conclude, that it will be foiled
and lose the day. In these circumstances, we must call in the resources of
other more favoured countries, and effect, by the power of their experiences,
what our own might fail to demonstrate. In the triumphs of the Cross in
other lands, the keen anguish of our own want of success will be lessened ;
despair will brighten into hope, and the feeble hands-that were cast
down will be lifted up, to wrestle with a new vigour for a Dlessing here.
These and similar reasons led to the unanimous resolution that we
should commence a religious newspaper in Urdu, for the purpose of com-
municating missionary intelligence, church history, explanations of points of
doctrine and difficult passages of scripture, &c. &ec. chiefly for the benefit
of our native brethren. It was resolved, that it should be conducted on
those large liberal principles in which all Christians can nnite, and sold at
80 low a price that it might come within the reach of all. 1t is published
monthly, both in the Roman and Persian characters: the former, on one
sheet, price two annas ; and the latter, on two sheets, price three annas ; so
that for the two, the yearly subscription is only three rupees, twelve annas.
We shall feel obliged however, if our wealthy friends who take the paper, will
make their subscriptions up to five rupees annually. The new postoffice
act presents great facilities for the transmission of newspapers, which has
materially contributed to our success, and for which we desire to record our
gratitude and thanks. We cordially invite all our friends to assist us with
contributions. Besides the direct advantage to our native brethren, pro-
bably another may be derived from the paper, to gentlemen in the interior,
who are anxious to instruct their heathen or Musalméin servants in the
Christian religion ; and at our united meetings for prayer on the 1st Mon-
day of the month, it may very often supply matter for reading to our peo-
ple, that may tend to the good of all.

Contributions and subscriptions may be forwarded to the Rev. J. Thomas,
Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta ; Rev. C. G. Knorpp, and Rev. R. C.
Mather, Banéras ; or M. W. Woollaston, Esq., Agra.

1 am yours, &e.
Bandras. R.C M

2. —MATERNAL ASSOCIATIONS.

We have been requested by a friend to insert the rules of
the English and American Maternal Associations. It affords
us sincere pleasure to comply with the request. These institu-
tions are especially designed to excite an interest in the minds
of mothers for the spiritual welfare of their offspring; an
object than which there can be none more worthy the atten-
tion of Christian women, especially in this country where youth
are exposed to every evil from the earliest age. = We have the
more readily afforded space for this outline of the operations of
these novel but useful Societies, because they are among the few
plans which females can carry into operation in this strength-
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destroying clime. The efforts of these Societies are prineipally
carried on in the closet and the parlowr ; they involve no tusI;,
incur no expense, and can but be a blessing without alloy.
We do trust that many mothers in this country will be aroused
to form Maternal Associations at every station throughout
India; for we can conceive nothing more delightful, in a solitary
Mufassil station, than a company of mothers associating for
the purpose of praying for their offspring, and exciting in each
other’s breasts a genuine concern for the salvation of their chil-
dren ! Mothers ! the formation of the character of your offspring
is delegated to you ; you are the arbiters, in the hands of God,
of the condition of the men and women of the coming age.
Use that influence ¢ to train up your children in the way they
should go, and when they are old they will not depart from it.”

1. That this Society be called the MaTERNAL AssocraTion, and that one
of its objects be to promote the establishment of similar institutions
throughout this country.

II. The officers of this Association shall be a directress and two secre-
taries, to be appointed annually.

I11. Tt shall be the duty of the directress to take a general supervi-
sion of the concerns of the Society. At each meeting, she may appoint some
one present to conduct the succeeding one, and the person so appointed
will be expected to make selections for reading, and to introduce such to-
pics for conversation as shall best exemplify the duties of the Christian
mother.

1V. It shall be the duty of the secretaries to conduct the correspon.
dence, to register the names of the members and their children, and to sup.
ply each of the mothers with a list of the same, together with a copy of the
regulations. They shall likewise keep a record of the proceedings of each
meeting, and, as far as may be convenient, of the topics discussed. This
record shall be read at the commencement of the next meeting.

V. This Association shall meet on the Friday previous to the first sab.
bath of every month, at ————— at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. The time
for each meeting not to exceed one hour and a half, which shall be exclu-
sively devoted to the object of the Association. Each meeting shall be
opened with prayver, and reading a portion of scripture. All business re-
lating to other Associations to be transacted from half-past ten to eleven,
at which time all members who can make it convenient are invited to
attend.

VI. It shall be the duty of every member to qualify herself by reading,
prayer, and self_discipline, for the faithful discharge of the arduous duties
of a Christian mother ; and she shall be invited to give with freedom such
hints upon the various subjects brought before the Association, as her own
observation and experience may suggest.

VII. Itehall be the duty of each member to pray for her children daily,
and with them as often as circumstances may permit, and conscientiously
to restrain them from such courses as would naturally lead to vanity, pride,
and worldly-mindedness.

VIII. Once, in three months, viz. in March, June, September, and De-
cember, the members shall be allowed to bring their children to the place
of meeting ; and with this view the assistance of suitable ministers shall be
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occasionally invited, who shall be considered members of the Association,
The exercises at these Quarterly Meetings shall be such as may seem best
calculated to instruct the minds and interest the feelings of the children.

IX. When any mother is removed by death, it shall be the duty of the
Association, to regard with peculiar interest, the spiritual welfare of her
children, and to evince this interest by a continued remembrance of them
in their prayers, and by such tokens of sympathy and kindness as their
circumstances may require.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. That the mothers in this Association observe the birthday of each
of their children, in such a manner as to keep their spiritual interests
especially in view.

2. That domestics in their respective families, be affectionately remem.
bered in the prayers of the Association.

3. That ladies from the country be at liberty te attend the meetings of
the Association.

3.,—SUGGESTION IN REFERENCE TO THE TRANSLATION OF THE NAME OF TAB
REDEEMER.

We call the serious attention of our friends to the following
communication ; and not only to the topic to which it re-
fers, but also to the importance of uniformity in the transla-
tion of the Saviour’s name, of the Holy Spirit, and other im-
portant standing terms into the native languages. We have
for instance in Bengidli ¥, (9 and 2% for Jesus ;—aften, fzg
wrtan and wwtwl for the Holy Spirit: others might be added,
but thisis enough to show the desirableness of adopting either the
one or the other only, in the writing of tracts, translations, &ec.
&c. especially ag we labour amongst a people to whom it cannot
be said what's in a name ? for with them a name is Salvation.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dear SiRs,
Allow me to bring before the readers of your valuable periodical, a sub.
ject of considerable importance.
It is well known that, from the Mediterranean to the borders of China,

our Saviour is called ¥sé Masih. ‘I'he Arabic form o<, the ancinted,
and wc, better F\M" the Saviour, being the regular ifsl form of the

root & Heb. v, to widen, deliver, save, is preferable to either the Greek

or the English form. I understand that the missionaries in Bengdl have put
aside the eastern name of ¥si Masih nnd adopted in their translations and
preaching the corrupt form of Bshd Khrist, We Hindusténi people ha e
no reason to be dissatisfied with the ways and manners of another country ;
but we have ground of complaint that a great number of Hindi tracts are
sent to us, chiefly from the Serampore Press, and distributed here, in
which, it is said that salvation is to be obtained by believing in Ishd
Khrist. The natives ask, Who is this Ishd Khrist # It is the Bengalf
form for Isa Masih. So—it is Bengili, well ; but why use that here?
This is & proper question, and I willingly join the natives in asking, why
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use that here ? Suppose we distribute ina meld 3000 tracts in which
it is said, that *“ no other name is given among men whereby we can be
saved, but that of Tsé Masth”, and 1000 tracts in which it is confidently
maintained that Pshé Khrist is the Saviour of the world, will not the na-
tives, who attach such great importance to names, be completely bewil-
dered ? I hope, therefore, that our good friends in Bengal will cease to
preach, by means of their tracts, * another Gospel’ in Hindustdn. I am sure
the matter wants only to be noticed in order to be remedied. 5 A S

Bandras, 10th Oct. 1837.

4.—LiNes oN TRE DeaTH oF THE REvV. Jacom TroMmas,
Who was killed by the fall of & tree, near Sadiyé, July 7, 1637,

The melancholy occurrence referred to in the accompanying
verses 1s detailed 1n our September number, page 457.

"Twas where Himélayan mountains old a lovely vale surround,

And through that peaceful valley rung the summer tempest’s sound ;
And there a Missionary lone the fearful storm defied,

And stemmed, with light canoe, the swollen Brahmaputra’s tide.

And farther down a bark there lay, moored to a deadly bank,

Where pestilential vapors poured their breath through jangals rank ;
And there, detained by flood and storm, of joyous health bereft,
Campanions dear and wife beloved he sorrowing had left.

For succour to the neighbouring plain with anxious heart he flew,

And now the shore—his future home—rose on his raptured view ;

« And is it here my brethren dwell? I soon shall join your band,

« Then speed to bring the friends that sigh on yon death-clouded
strand.”

Alas! the shore thine eye beholds thy feet shall never tread —
Yon lofty tree a summons hath to bear thee to the dead!
The dwellers in that valley ne’er shall hear thy warning voice,
Nor the wild sons of yonder hills at thy approach rejoice.

And thou who lov’dst him, child of sunshine ! oh for grace to rise,
And fix thy hopes for comfort high beyond the fading skies ;

To thee the lov’d returneth not—he treads the spirit-shore—

The eye that kindly beamed on thee, it beams on earth no more !

The morrow came—beneath the sod the youthful herald slept,
And strangers bent around his grave, and o’er their brother wept ;
His coming they had waited long—but ah ! the gloom it shed,
When, for bright eye and living voice, they met the silent dead !

And who shall come to fill his place from favor'd western clime,
And o’er the realms of darkness lift the torch of truth sublime ?
Oh happy he who on these hills shall stand, like angel blest,
And point the heirs of death and hell to heaven's eternal rest !
Sudiyd. N. B.
Piros.
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1I11.—Connexion of the British Indian Government with the
Idolatries of India.

IN THE BeENcaLn PresipeEncy.

This subject hag been fairly mooted and discussed, and must
ere long be fully and for ever settled as far as the British
Government is concerned. The fact 19, the abominable connee-
tion of the Government of 1ndia (composed as it is of Christian
and enlightened men), has long been a disgrace to our country
and it must cease ; and why should it not? The people of Eng-
land have through their representatives once wisked and have
now willed that it shall no longer continue. The Court of Direc-
tors, in obedience to the spirit of the British public conveyed to
them through the medium of Parliament, have, in their last de-
spatch on this subject, conceded we think, both wisely and justly,
the entire dissolution of this incongruous union, and 1f we are not
mistaken the Local Government itself as the advecates of hu-
manity could not hesitate to comply ; but they fear. They have
no occasion for fear ; they have only to obey wisely and promptly
the instructions of their honorable masters, and we risk our faith
on the issue, that not a single native will murmur even in spirit,
much less in action, at its suppression. What have the Govern-
ment to fear in this act, after the abolition of infanticide, of sati,
and the resumption of the land tenures and abolition of transit
duties, either as it regards their exchequer or their stability?
Nothing. The argument which will however be most cogent
with them is, that in no other way will they fulfil the latest in-
structions of the Court of Directors; and we may add that delay
in the fulfilment of this despatch will be but the precursor of an-
other much more explicit and full; for the tideof feeling in Britain
has fairly set in on this subject, and we call attention to the his-
tory of the Slave Trade and Slavery for the purpose of exhibit-
ing both the perseverance and emergy of the spirit with which
the abettors of this system will have to contend. It is the same
people and the same spirit. We have deemed it our duty to speak
thus plainly on this subject at a crisis when the question is about
to be set at rest either one way or the other ; and, if we may be
allowed to take upon ourselves to represent the feelings of our
fellow-country men in Britain, we counsel those that can abolish
the hateful connexion, to abolish it at once—to concede that which
now will reflect honor in the concession, before it be extorted by
the spirit of that people which may long slumber, but which,
if once aroused, will not sleep till it be satisfied. Besides, who
are the persons that conjure up this lion >—that prophecy these
terrible things, who are they 7 The myrmidons of the temples
both native and—we blush to write it—Euvroreans!!! Who can

VI 4 F
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read the communication of ¢ J.” and be told that a Christian
and a gentleman will stand before the car and hurra the poor
wretclies on to their miseries, and not feel all the indignation
which a Britain can feel for a countryman, who has so far
forgot not only what is due to humanity, but to the faith
which he professes? Who can recollect that it is to a tribunal
composed of such impartial judges, that Government despatches
are referred, and the wishes of a whole nation either set at nought
orneutralized by their fiat. In the one scale are placed the humani-
ty and religious honor of Britain demanding the abolition of these
abominations, and in the other is a portion of the residents of a
mere muffassil station refusing to give its assent to the demand
when enforced not only by justice but by positive command. We
ask, can any thing be more unwise, more unjust, and more dis-
graceful than for a local Government, influenced either by fear
or mere individual opinion, to place itself in direct opposition
to those to whom it is amenable, or to the wishes of a great
people ? We assure the Government with all due respect, that
this cannot continue, and we feel the more strongly disposed to
urge on them the fact, as we are sure that our feeling has a
response in the hearts of thousands of British philanthropists,
who, irrespective of political differences, will unite in 2Aés canse.

We have trespassed somewhat on our space in order to give
a picture of the practice of this system as it is, in the three Pre-
sidencies, without referring either to Gyah, Allahabad or other
noted shrines, ghits, &c. under Government auspices*. The
pictures are drawn by men of integrity, eye-witnesses of the
facts they narrate, and who have but one object in view, the
elevating and blessing of mankind.

[From a Correspondent.]

It must be a source of unspeakable joy and delight to eve-
ry philantbropic mind, that the pilgrim tax, so long one of
the foulest blots and severest curses to the Christian cha-
racter and British Government in India, is again under con-
sideration and discussion, with a view, we would fondly hope,
to ils complete annihilation. It cannot fail to have been looked
upon by every considerafe person as countenance, encourage-
ment, and support given to a system prolific only in every
appalling vice, misery, and degradation. I must confess it is
to me one of the most inexplicable mysteries that any person,
who has witnessed but for a single moment the miseries this
wretched system entails upon its deluded votaries, should argue
the propriety and expediency of continuing British connexion
with idolatry. I am aware it will be eaid, ¢ What has the in-
terference of Government had to do with the support of the

* These will form subjects for a separate paper, when we ghall have
obtained accurate information as to their internal policy, &c. &ec.
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idol ” T reply, it might with much more propriety be asked,
“ What has it not had to do with it 7 Ask the natives them-
selves, and they will without hesitation tell you, that if Govern-
ment had left the temple to itself, it would have been, like those
at Bhabaneshwar, overgrown with weeds—a monument of foll
crumbling to decay and but rarely visited. Letit be asked, Who
hasbeen engaged in collecting the tax, superintending theservants,
and regulating all the affairs of the idol's establishment—provid-
ing the British cloth to the annual amount of 1080 Rs. to adorn
the Raths, selling old cars ¢ that can no longer be instrumental to
the homicides of Jagannith,”—providing *“ new idols whose cost
actually amounted from1829 to 1831 to the sum of 5,500 Rs.?"—
Who igit that has made every accommodation avowedly for the
convenience of the natives to visit their far-famed idol? that
has sent ont servants (allowing them a certain sum of money
for every pilgrim they bring), to persuade persons from a distance
to comeand behold the wonders of their god 2—that has, in short,
mixed up and identified itself with idelatry in every possible
transaction ? | answer, and I blush for my country while I do so,
¢ It is Government !! Yes,a professedly Christian Government !!
a Government which might be the light and glory of the world.
‘But, surely it is stooping from the elevation of that character to
which it has attained, by thus countenancing the debasing and
worse than brutalizing idolatries of India.

‘What can we, as enlightened men and Christians, think when
we hear the Missionaries of a false God, (or may I not rathersay
of a Christian Government—for they go out under their auspices
and directions, and are supported by them,) in proclaiming the
greatness of Jaganndth; affirm,“That he has now so fully convine-
ed his conquerors of lis divinity that they have taken his temple
under their own superintendence ; and that to provide him an
attendance worthy of his dignity they expend thereon annually
nearly 60,000 Rs. ! inspecting with care every department, and
punishing any negligence in the service of the god ? that, although
the British so far surpass the Hindus in other knowledge, they
are so fully convinced of Jagannith’s deity that they command
a portion of food to be set before him ?—that they in reality
worship him; and although, from their being unclean, the god
cannot permit their approach within his temple, yet at his festi-
vals they testify their veneration, by providing him with super-
fine cloth with which to adorn his car ;—which they formerly
supplied from their own store-house in Calcutta; and since its
abolition have given money for its purchase P—that they appoint
officers to see that due order is observed in his worship ; and
that some great men attend to grace the solemnity with their pre-
sence ? (and they might also add, that if a European in high civil

4F 2
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service. should stand Defore the car with hat in hand hurreing
the deluded multitudes, it would not be an unparalleled case !)
that they need money, and being convinced of the transcen-
dent benefits to be obtained from beholding him, they levy a
small tax on those who would belhold him ? that they are them-
selves paid, and persons sent forth by them to persuade all who
wish for a full remission of sins, to come and behold the god in
all his majesty ! I"?

Thus a band of deceivers is employed to ¢ beguile the ignorant
and unwary” who are too generally successful in their traffic of
money and blood.

< Tt was said by one of the principal natives, that a Parihari
in 1821 dispatched 100 agents to entice pilgrims : and the ensu-
ing vear received the premium for 4,000 pilgrims ! He was at
that time busily engaged in instructing 100 additional ones in
all the mysteries of this singular trade, with the intention of
sending them to the Upper Provinces of India.”

Whilst the Government thus allow the broad black seal of
idolatry to be stamped upon its name ; whilst it provides every
encouragement and accommodation ; whilst it employs its hun-
dreds of inveigling ambassadors, whose salary is proportioned
to the number of unhappy pilgrims they can induce to add to
its funds ; whilst it continues its ** 19 officers and servants at
the Sadar kacheri on a monthly salary of 260 Rs. ; its 26 at
the Ghit Athira Nili on a salary of 165 Rs.; its 17 at Ghit
Lokanith on asalary of 111 Rs. ; its 15 at the temple on a sala-
ry of 89 Rs.—thus making a total of these established officers, &e.
of 77 in pumber, at 625 Rs. per mensem ; to which add the Euro-
pean Collector’s salary of 500 Rs. per mensem ; and 14 per cent.
commission on the amount of tax collected ;—(the allowance to
officers, fixed at 300 Rs. per month and two per cent. on the
net collections, August, 1809 ;”)—whilst it continues this autho-
rity and holds out these inducements of favor, profit, &ec. &ec.
who does not see that it is to the interest of Government, of
European Collectors, and of every officer and servant, from the
highest to the lowest, connected with the temple, to leave no
scheme untried to induce the people to come, and to ward off
every attuck made upon this unhallowed connexion of a Chris-
tian Government with Idolatry ?

Wlo canlook without feelings of Lorror into the Parliamentary
Papers for August 1809, and hear a Governor Generalin Coun-
¢il expressing Lis satisfaction at the increase of revenue stated to
have been realized that year? What! look with satisfaction
that persons have been indnced to leave their employment,
Lomes, families and every comfort of life, to undertake a weari-
some pilgrimage, exposed to danger, slarvation, plunder, murder,
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sickness, and death, to enrich the Public Treasury with ungodly
funds consecrated on the altar of Jagannath ! !'! Is not such lan-
guage equivalent to saying, *“ we care not what females are de-
prived of an affectionate husband,” (for I am not willing to admit
the Hindus to be destitute of natural affection,) “ how many
widows’ bearts are torn with anguish on witnessing their beloved
offspring not only called to endure the loss of a fond parent, but
also to experience in consequence all the miseries of wretched-
ness and starvation, or tempted to the commission of crimes of
deeper dye, that the paltry sum of about 60,000 rupees may
be added to the revenue ?”

Perhaps no person has gone so far as to express publicly Lis
satisfaction on such a subject,since the Governor General in Coun-
cil of 1809 ; yet we do not merely regard the expression but the
spiritof thething ; and when we consider that an¢‘outlay of 10,000
rupees was authorized in 1812, for the construction of a wall for
the purpose of preventing the pilgrims forcing their way to the
temple, and thus evading the tax,”—¢¢ that regulations are
occasionally altered, as they were in 1813, (see Par. Papers
pp- 48-51, &c.”) to make the tax yield its uttermost, and that the
voice of gain and loss is perpetually reiterating in our ears, we
may justly conclude the spirit of 1809, still lives and reigns.
Oh! when shall its funeral knell be heard ? Surely it is-now in
its expiring struggle, and a etruggle indeed it seems to be! It
has already lived long enough to be regarded with everlasting
-odium and execration. Tell us not by way of extenuation,
that it has enhanced the revenues of the province. We would
say, let the price of blood perish with the system ! Tell us not
that there is a ¢ public pledge to support the idol.” I say if there
be, there ought not ; but we are yet, and I apprehend ever shail’
continue to remain ignorant of any evidence that there is such a
pledge. If there be none (and I think it is fairly shown from the
recent correspondence in the Englishman that there is not) then
I cannot conceive of a more gross falschood and a greater ma-
nifestation of wicked design to keep the people in ignorance
and continue their lucrative posts at the tax, than the repeated
plea that *“ it would violate the national faith to withdraw our
support from the temple.” Tell us not either, that the collection
of the tax has enabled us tooffer the blessingsof cultivation, artand
science, on a more affluent scale. 'We reply—it tends to render
abortive every benevolent effort of the Government itself, if while
with one hand it communicates moral light and knowledge, with
the other it rivets the chains of idolatry faster and faster still
on the great mass of the people ; involving them in the deep and
unfathomable caverns of ignorance, despair, and every species
of moral and mental misery, while it deafens the population
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more and more to the inviting sounds of the gospel and leads
them frequeutly to say, as a native once said to an active mis-
sionary, ** Your preaching is a lie ; for if your Saviour and your
religion are thus merciful, how do you then take away the money
of the poor, and suffer them to starve ?” Such incidents, and they
are by no means unfrequent, require no comment : they speak for
themselves. Ifsuch be the effects of our connexion with idola-
try, and certainly they are, shall we longer strive to * eternize
the reign of poverty, superstition and savage ignorance? shall
Britain longer legislate for idolatry, lest its institutions should
grow into disuse ? shall she longer stoop to the disgraceful
drudgery of superintending the collection of a tax from pilgrims,
a painted, pagan,semi-barbarous race,” as they have been termed,
who go to worship at their own shrine? ¢ and last not least,
shall the character of Britain be longer associated with idolaters
in their scenes of revelry, vice, and misery ?” Shall we thus any
longer co-operate ¢ with Hindus in what is degrading to our
national character, and displeasing to Him who calls idolatry
¢ that abominable thing which I bate ™ Is it not already time
for enlightened Britain to say, ¢ What have we to do any more
with idols #” Let the abettors of the pilgrim-tax judge.

Surely if ever lustration was needed to wipe off one of the
deepest stains from our national eseutcheon, it is wanted to
obliterate this foulest of blots from the British Government in
India. If Lord Chatham called *“ upon the learned bench to vin-
dicate the religion of their God and support the justice of their
country—upon the Bishops to interpose the unsullied sanctity
of their lawn—upon the judges to interpose the purity of their
ermine to save us from this national pollution—upon the honor
of their Lordships to reverence the dignity of their ancestors
and to maintain their own—upon the spirit and humanity of his
country to vindicate the national character—if he invoked the
whole genius of the constitution (against employing the Indian
xavages in the American war,”)—much more may we do it now
in a case, where, not merely the sufferings and death of the body
but the everlasting condition of the immortal soul is concerned ?
Let then ull connexion with the debasing system of idolatry be
henceforth aud for ever dissolved. Let the tax be abandoned, not
transferred to the Raji ; /et it be annihilated, and if ke thinks
well to establish one iz the temple, so be it—with that we have
nothing to do. 1f he has a mind to establish a tax of one rupee,
or five, or ten, or twenty, or even a hundred, what business 1s it
of ours ? ¢ Every one has a right to what he will with his own.”

I would just say,in conelusion,if we should be so surprised as to
have this long-talked-of ¢ pledge” really shewn to us, let the Bri-
tish Government—ashas been recommended,—let them ¢“ redeem
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it with money,” and give it to the flames; and let the day that
shall terminate our long unhappy connexion with idolatry be
spent in fasting, confession and prayer, lest peradventure we
experience the righteous judgments of Him who calls himself < a
jealous God, visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children to
the third and fourth generations,” and who has declared « My
glory will I not give to another, nor my praise to graven images.”

Praying that the boon of toleration may not be confined to
us as Protestants, but extended, so far as we are concerned, to
the deluded worshippers of Jagannith.

I remain, &ec.
J.

Who does not blush for his country after the perusal of this

document #—Ep.

In THE MADRAs PRESIDENCY.

The following is the substance of a speech delivered at
Exeter Hall, London, by the Rev. E. Crisp, for many years
Missionary in the South of India, in connexion with the Lon-
don Missionary Society, at the anniversary of that institution in
May last. We suspect that the details it contains will astonish
even Indians, as they did C. Lushington, Esq., M. P. formerly
a Secretary to the Supreme Government, who declared at the
meeting that he had no idea that the ills were either so glaring
or so destructive. Mr. C. after adverting to his indisposition to
make the exposé he deemed essential to his purpose proceeds :

It is upon this ground, the precise position in which the British
power in India now stands with regard to the idolatry of that country,
that it is necessary and important these statements should be brought
before you. I'he public mind must be informed, the public conscience must
be aroused : for it isnot till the general state of the subject is fully known
(that those who have it in their power here may touch that spring which
may move the great machinery) that any thing effectual will really be ac-
complished. (Applause.) But it may be said, ©“ What is the precise
nature of the connexion between the British Government and idolatry in
India 2 'That is a point which, if I fully enter on it, will appear at once
to be most humiliating. All the temple services, the appointment of those
who shall minister in the temple, the removal of them if they neglect
their idolatrous daties, and in many imstances the punishment of those
who are thought to be wanting in the duty which they owe, maybe point-
ed out for your consideration. What is the kind of superintendence
which is exercised? Is it merely a general toleration of the evil? No, it
descends to the minutest details. You are aware, for youhave often heard,
that there are persons connected with the temples who are called the
wives of the gods—(Hear, hear,)—but who are, in fact, unchaste females.
‘The distinct appointment of every one of these emanates from the British
functionary. ~ A memorial which was lately presented to the governor of
Madras, by a large number of truly excellent persons there, and which is
an official document, will show that it is not merely a general superinten-
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dence, but that there is in it all that is revolting, and all that is contrary
to the Gospel of Christ, If one woman is to be removed because she is
too old, another is to be appointed in her stead because she is younger—
this, and & number of other things, must all pass under the seal an sig-
nature of the British functionary. (Hear, hear.) The pilgrim tax is
that to which attention has often been directed ; and many persons, per-
haps, imagine, that because the Government of this country have given
positive directions for its being abandoned, therefore it is given up. But
such is not the case. A respected brother in the work told me, that on one
occasion, as he was preaching in a town, he heard the loud sound of native
music and other sounds, indicating that something peculiar was taking
place. As he approached towards the public office, there was a long train
of carts coming from the country, defended by British seapoys and govern-
ment peons, and attended with national music, and every thing which
could wear an air of triumph and joy. And what was it which this train
of carts was conveying? The idolatrous offerings from a pagoda to the
public treasury ! (Hear, hear.) What must the natives think when they
see such things as these—when they see, not merely the money received,
but received with so many marks of distinction, and a strong disposition
to encourage it, rather than otherwise? Again, returning to the pago-
das, we find that all those engaged in the daily services are under the eye
of the magistrate, and are amenable to him. ~ In this same memorial oc-
curs a request that a person might be appointed as a rice-boiler to the
idol; and strange and monstrous as it may seem, the order must actually
be issued that persons may be employed to boil rice for a senseless idol :
and this is one of these orders which must proceed under official seal and
signature ! 1f a musician is wanted—what is called a piper—he must come
to play for the gods ; but his appointment must receive the same high
sanction. A pumber of cloths had been given to adorn the idols at a par-
ticular temple : these were worn out. A petition, stating that fact, was
presented to the British functionary, and soliciting for new ones; and
these were issued, and paid for from the public treasury. (Hear, hear.)
When we approach the pagodas, when we observe their architecture, and
all the circumstances by which they are surrounded, it is always humili-
ating. When we see that the walls are built anew, and that thus the
edifices of idolatry are maintained, it is a spectacle which the Christian
missionary never can look upon but with deep regret. But, if we know
that these walls are built by British power—(Hear, hear,)—and the wall
of the Seringham pagoda was rebuilt at an expense of 40,000 rupees—
(Hear, hear,)—by British authority only a few years ago—how much
deeper is the feeling of humiliation, and how much greater must be the
regret. One instance occurred in Tinnevelly, in which the repair of the
pagoda was requisite, and it was necessary that an idol should be removed
from its place. After the repairs had been completed, the Brahmins said,
that, in order to tlie idol being restored to the spot which it previously
occupied, various offerings must be presented, the cost of which must
amount to 10,000 rupees; and they were paid, in order that the idol
might be induced to return. (Loud cries of ‘“ Hear, hear.”) But one of
the most painful circumstances connected with this system—and 1 enter
into particulars because I believe they are not generally known—(Ap-
plause)—and not from a mere desire to make exposures, but because
our friends must be informed as to how the matter reallz stands—is the
great car feasts. By whom is the car prepared ? Is it by the spontane-
ous contributions of the natives ? Is the power vested entirely in their
hands of making all the arrangements which are intended to give an im-
posing effect to idolatry? No; when a feast is anticipated, a pupllc do-
cument is sent into the presence, as it is called, that 1s, to the chief ma-
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istrate, stating that on such a day, and at such an hour, a particular
feast is to be celebrated, and requesting that the money necessary may
be granted, that bamboo canes and cocoa-nut trees, and other things re-
quired for the car, may by compulsion be supplied ; and these are brought
in by compulsion from various districts. When so brought in, the person
engaged in preparing the car for the feast is the local representative of
the British Government—(Hear, hear)—and he it is who directs the
workman what to do. The whole concern is regarded by thenatives, in good
faith, as really a Government work. When the car has been thus prepar-
ed, by whom, up to the present time, have the poor creatures been brought
together to draw it ? You would imagine, and many do suppose, that such
is the zeal of the Hindus for their idolatry, that when they come to-
gether to their great festivals they are all anxious to draw this car. But
it is no such thing. (Loud cries of *“ Hear, hear.”) These carshave all
been drawn by persons driven in by the whip. (Renewed cries of ¢ Hear,
hear.”) 1 testify to what I have seen. I have seen them pass by hun-
dreds the gate of my residence. And what for? That they might be
compelled to draw the idol car. And after they have laid hold of the ca-
bles, who have been the persons to urge them onward ? The Government
peons with long canes, which they applied to those who seemed dilatory.
(Hear, hear.) It does, indeed, appear from the memorial, that in conse-
quence of a Jamentable disaster which occurred at the last Conjeveram
feast, the compulsory attendance of natives is no longer to be insisted
upon ; and if this be adhered to, most heartily shall we rejoice. But the
system, up to the present tifme, has been that just described to you. The
natives have often been detained in the open streets day after day, till the
car was brought to the particular part of a quadrangle f{om which it start-
ed. But one point further must be mentioned, and it is this : not only
has the idolatry of the people been regulated and superintended by those
in authority, but on a great many occasions, offerings are presented to the
idol in the name and on the behalf of the British Government. (Hear,
hear.) In the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly is the island of Seringham ;
and it has been a custom, after the idol has been lifted from the car, and
brought out amid the acclamations of the multitude, for the head servant,
a European, to come in front and present a golden cloth with which it
may be adorned. This memorial states that the same practice prevails at
a town within 40 miles of Madras; and in Madras, within a few months
of my leaving, when a particular idol was taken round the town, ofiseéngs
were presented to it on behalf of the Government. Whatever may be the
views taken as to the prejudices of the people, this is surely a species of
sanction which no Christian principle can possibly justify. (Loud ap-
plause.) You know how dependent India is upon rain, and on several
occasions when the usual heavy rains have failed, orders have been issued
from the head-quarters—( Hear, hear)—of the district, that the Brahmins
should be employed and paid to procure rain, with a proviso that, when
the rain falls, it should be reported to those in authority. In one instance
a young man, receiving these orders from his superior, felt that he could
not comply with them, and I believe that he did not carry them into ef-
fect. A very short time only elapsed before he was removed from his
situation, and it was generally believed that it was because he would not
in this instance yield compliance to one whom he ought to have obeyed.
But this still goes on, and it is said to prevail over a vast extent of terri-
tory. The feasts are in this manner directly and absolutely enforced by
British authority ; and it is of this that the gentlemen complain, whose
names are affixed to the memorial in question. Let it not be said that
this is a petty unworthy faction; no, here are the names of judges, of

VI 4 6 s
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large number of gentlemen employed in connexion with the revenue, a
number of the Company’s own chaplains, and the Bishop of Madras at
their head. (Cheers.) Let it not be said that these statements are
brought forward from factious or unworthy motives. (Cheers.) Here is
the fact ; and all T can wish is, that this pamphlet were printed and cir.
culated through the length and breadth o})the land. (Applause.) I will
not enter into further detail. Let there be a full and candid inquiry,
Let the truth come out. (Cheers.) 1 will only advert, in conclusion, to
the effects of this system ; and the first I will notice is, the most unhappy
influence which it has on the minds of our young countrymen in makin

them infidels—I mean those who are engaged in the administration of aﬁ
these concerns and in superintending them. Young men come out to In-
dia whose religious principles are very unsettled ; they go into provinces
where they are not only surrounded by idolatry, but are called to take a
part in superintending the service. What must be the effect upon their
minds? \Wesee it. 'Theysoonbegin to think that all religions are alike,
and that none is best of all; and the consequence is, that they become
alienated in their minds from that measure of Christianity which they
hadbefore received. I am not alone in the apprehension that this has done
a great deal in demoralising those who hold these stations in British In-
dia.  The longer the system continues, the more clearly will it be seen
that this is its tendency. Another effect of this system is, that it always
keeps idolatry at a fixed standard. We should soon have fluctuations in
these things if the covetousness of the priests and the caprice of the
people had full play. But when every thing is laid down by law, and
when he whohas the power to enforce every thing is on the spot to see
that nothing is wanting in the honours done to the idol, what must be the,
result? Although the people may have gained some light, and may have
become partly ashamed of the observances of their forefathers, yet, while
the system is thus maintained at a fixed standard by those who have the
power to enforce it, it seems morally impossible that we should produce
any great impression. At least, so far as means are concerned, whatever
impressions are produced by the declaration of the Gospel, they are coun-
teracted by this system. (Hear, bear.) Another effect is, the degree of
celebrity it gives to their idolatry : all the gorgeous show and the splen-
dour with which it is connected is derived from this source. Were this
system abolished, it would be seen in a very short time that the natives
would not be so persevering in the adorning of their cars, and in the
carrying them out to their feasts. But while British power and British
integrity are pledged to the maintaining of these things, there is noroom
for their retrograding. (Hear, hear.) There are many other respects in
which this system operates on the minds of the natives, but I only notice
one more—they themselves constantly refer to the fact. When we point
out to them that idolatry is not the worship of God, that it is even con-
trary to his commandments and his word, they ask,  How can you say
so ? Who keeps our pagodas in repair ? Who prepares the car, and brings
the people to it to drawit? Do you not do it yourselves—(Hear, hear)—
(identifying us with the British power geperally)? If you do these things,
where is the reasonableness and the propriety of saying idolatry is sin-
ful7” I am not forming an argument, I am merely reciting words which
have often been cast in our teeth. (Hear, hear.) And whatare we to say
to the people? We may say that it is only done to keep them in peace,
only because they are 60 apt to be jealous. But this will not do. We may
endeavour to meet their reasoning, but they have too high an idea of the
British power to suppose that we should aid and abet them in v.vronf.
When they see us thus proceed, this is the construction they unavoidably
put upon it. (Hear, hear.) What is to be done? There is a movement
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in the public mind in India and in England, but there must be a greater
movement. Information must be more generally diffused on the subject ;
we must carry the subject before those who have the power to redress the
grievance ; let us even go to the foot of the throne if it be necessary.
(Loud applause.) But let us do all in the spirit of the Gospel. (Renew-
ed cheers.) 'Thereis throughout this memorial a high tone of Christian
feeling. "T'hose persons by whom it is signed descend to none of those
arts or artifices by which the evil passions of men might be engaged on
their behalf. They stand upon the high footing of God’s own word, and
‘they contend for a confessedly Christian movement upon Christian
grounds. Let us thus go forward, bearing thespirit and using the
fanguage of our Master, calling upon His power to break down every
obstacle now in the way of the progress of histruth. I would only say,
Let the evil be viewed in proportion to its greatness; and being thus
viewed, let no proper means be unemployed until this stumbling-block is
effectually taken out of the way. But while we say this, we would caution
you from imagining for a moment that the mere withdrawal of the super-
intendence of idolatry would produce at once the conversion of the people
of India. Itis an obstacle, and obstacles must be removed. The means
must be more largely employed ; it is only by multiplying these that you
can give the people correct views on religion, that you can prepare them
for that change which must take place, and, we need not doubt, will take
place. Let us only go forward in a spirit of humble dependence on Him
whose we are and whom we serve, looking up to Him, that “ every valley
may be exalted, and every rough flace made smooth, till the glory of
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” (Loud
applause.)

Lest it should be supposed that these Government-sanctioned
abominations had ceased, we quote the following item from a
Madras Paper of the 10th of October, 1837, not a month ago.! ! !

Many were the inquiries on Sunday last founded upon the salute. Some
heard one number of guns, some another, and accordingly some said it
was for the Governor’s return to the Presidency, andsome that the Prince
of Orange had arrived. 'The truth appears to be—and scandalous and
shameful truth it is—that a Royal Salute was fired from the fortress of a
Christian dominant Government in honor of the Dessara feast; the
idolatrous feast in honor of the goddess Kali we believe; who delights
in the blood of those who are sacrificed at her shrine by the outlawed
Thugs. What wretched inconsistency to put these people beyond the
pale of all laws for sacrificing to that idol, whom the Government honours
with a royal salute ! —Madras Conservative, October 10, 1837,

Having referred to the state of feeling in Britain on this sub-
Ject, it may not be inappropriate to quote the sentiments of E.
Baines, Esq., M. P. for Leeds, after listening to the speech of Mr.
Crisp. Mr. B. is well known to one high in office here, and his
character for firmness and perseverance known in such a quarter,
will be the best assurance to the officials that the pledge then
given will be redeemed. It is not, however, so much the speech
itself that we heed as the manner in which it was received by
assembled thousands of British Christians.

4¢2
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E. BAINES, Esq., M. P,, said—There has been a point brought under
notice to-day, which has very strongly impressed my mind, and I hope
the mind of the meeting. The subject to which I allude is that connect-
ed with India. We have learned that the Government of England are
participating in the idolatry of India. I shall feel it to be my duty, if no
other person of greater influfnce should undertake the task, to bring the
details which have this day been communicated to us, under the consi-
deration of Parliament. (l.oud cheers.) I hope that a reformed Parlia-
ment will show the symptoms of its reformation by reforming the religion
of India. (Hear hear.) Itis scarcely to be conceived that a Christian
Government should be engaged in a practice so anti-Christian. [ am
fully persuaded that when the religious community of England shall have
had these facts sufficiently made known to them, they will make a vigor-
ous and determined effort to put an end to the system. (Cheers.)

In THE BoMmBaY PRESIDENCY.

In order to shew that the patronage is not confined to the
north and south we quote from the Oriental Christian Spectator
for October the following account of the celebrated Cocoa-nut
Pdjs at Surdt. It isin a letter from the Rev. W. Fyvie.

To the Editor of the Oriental Christian Spectator.

Dear Sir,—In your number for the last month, of the Oriental Christian
Spectator, you have inserted a statement of mine regarding cocoa-nut day
of 1836. You there point out a mistake I appear to have made, regarding
a certain part of the ceremony. You have my best thanks for this. The
mistake originated in my trusting to a report made me by a native. This
circumstance, and my having heard various contradictory mative reports
regarding the part Government was to take in the ceremony this year,
made me determine to be a witness myself of the ceremony this season,
and report accordingly.

At 8 o’clock in the morning, the festival was introduced in the usual
manner hy a salute of guns from the castle, which was returned by a salute
from the H. Co.’s vessel in the river. The flags were hoisted about the
same time, and continued flying till sun-set.

The ceremonies in the afternoon at the Addlat, at the throwing the
cocoa-nut into the river, were, I believe, substantially the same as last
year. The Nawéb, five Buropeans including myself, and a considerable
number of natives, were present. Some Hindus said the prayersin San-
skrit for the occasion—then the Nawdb threw in the cocoa-nut, after which
I believe, it is considered that the way is open for all to join in throwing
them in. A plentiful supply of cocoa-nuts, ornamented with yellow and
water-coloured leaf, in twelve baskets, had been provided for the occasion,
which were now handed reund among the company—some were offered
to me, which I declined receiving. I saw alarge heap of wood-apples
outside the building, provided also for the occasion. After the identical
cocoa-nut had been thrown, the castle guns, and those on board the H.
Co.’s ship in the river, began firing ; and also the pelting with cocoa-nuts
and wood-apples commenced from the shore, and from the ship and boats
on the river ; but I did not stop to witness this part of the ceremony, as I
had been told just before it began, by a person present, that only those
who intended to take part in the festival were expected to be present ;
that it would be better for me to retire, as I had come there with feelings
pot favourable to the ceremony, and with a view to report. ] am not
aware, however, that every one present, any more than myself, viewed the
ceremony with any particular respect; for a respectable Pdrsi said to me
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more1 than once, that “ he thought it was all humbug to please the Gentoo
people.

! Vl‘)’hut may be the amount of expense to Government for cocoa-nuts,
ornamenting them, saying Sanskrit prayers to the river, and powder, &e.
I cannot tell ; or whether the Nawsh throws in the offering as a part of
his own duty, or acts merely as a substitute on the occasion for the Judge,
I know not. I have always understood, both from Europeans and natives,
that the duty devolved on the European judge and magistrate. Informa-
tion, however, on these points, if necessary, could, I suppose, be obtained
from the authorities here.

It appears very evident to me, that, while the ceremony is performed
in a Government office, cocoa-nuts are provided and ornamented for the oc-
casion, guns are fired by authority, and Christians are present joining in any
way in the festival, the natives will justly consider Government as taking
a part in the T4pi Paja.

The following prayer will shew what the views and intentions
of the worshippers are on this sentiment,

“ O Tépi goddess, daughter of the sun, wife of the sea, pardon all our
sins ; as thy waves follow each other, so let happinessfollow us; in our
labours and trade bless us; send us a flood of money, and preserve us in
the possession of wealth and children.”

Thus in the three Presidencies we see the broad shield of
Government thrown over the mummeries and debaucheries of
idolatry, and for what ? In some instances from fear ; in others
to secure allegiance by pandering to the lowest and most degrad-
ing passions, and in others for gain!!! Are there no Daniels
in high places to enter their protest against such measures,—no
Ezras or Nehemiahs amongst our ecclesiastics,—no Josephsin
the King’s household? We are not advocating coercion or
force ; but that a Government really and boni Ede Christian,
(whatever shelter it may seek under verbal quibbling or political
subterfuges,) should wash its hands of all connexion with idola-
try, and leave the natives to the undisturbed enjoyment of their
religious festivals and the voluntary support of their priests, tem-
ples, pdjas, &ec. and we know then that they will soon be “ asa
tale that is told*.” Pihos,

II1.—Specimens of Artificial Verses.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
DEear Sigs,

The accompanying specimens of artificial composition in $an-
skrit and Bengdli, may possibly, to such of your readers as take
an interest in eastern philology, prove an agreeable variety of
the lighter kind, illustrative at once of the pliability of these
languages and of the fanciful character and direction of the na-

tive mind. I am, &c.
CINSURENSIS.

* It affords us the sincerest pleasure to announce that the Government
have established the principle of nonsubsistence in the case of the temple
of Baidyanéth.—Is there insurrection in the region of this famous shrine ?
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Specimens of Artificial Perses.

1. § Antarlébiké, i. e. couplets in which there is a break between the 1st
and 2nd pédas of the last line—the 2ud containing answers to the ques-
tions asked in the three preceding pédas, so arranged that while the whole of
the 4th pida is an answer to the /rst in the string of questions, its sepa-
rate words, either in the same or different senses, whole or broken into
other terms, supply distinct answers to the several previous interrogatories.

L. graEcasfeEe AugyAlRe TeaeRe fao feanfyg g

AW STPIY TSIV (IT° SIN AT wNFagstae

Qu. What is essential to the sun, 10 a poet, to a battle? what is the
husbandman’s dread ? what do bees devour ? who are ever in fear and who
are without fear ?

Ans. Bhé-gih-rathi-tiracsamdshriténdng.

1. bid or light, splendour, is essential to the sun.

2. gih or words, the elements of verse, to the poet.

3. rathi. or the charioteer, (car-warrior) to the battle.

4. itih (the initial i of which is taken as from sandhi with rathi) i. e.
agricultural calamities, six in number ; excessive rain, drought, lecusts,
rats, birds, and foreign invasion. These are what husbandmen dread.

5. rasong, or the mellific juice of flowers, is what bees devour.

6. A'shritéh,or dependants, are those who are ever in fear (of the displea-
sure of their patrons and protectors), whether from omission on their own
part or capriciousness on theirs.)

7. And lastly, as above stated, the whole final p4dda contains the answer
to the sixth question ; the reading being Bhégirathi, in one word ; tira,
another ; and saméshritdnédng, a third. Those who have attained a place on
the bankes of the Bhdgiratht (or sacred Ganges ) are ever without fear.

Metrical Version.
Say what the sun’s, the poet’s praise ?
‘Who foremost in the red field’s frays?
What chief their dread who till the ground ?
Where is the roving bee’s food found ?
Who curst with dastard fear the most ?
Who, last, of fearless souls may boast ?

Answers :
When light verse lauds the charioteer,
No blight the flowers of fame may fear ;
Nor more dependant then is he—
The fuvor'd of the Deity!

N. B. The genius of the English language does not easily admit of the
compression of the Sanskrit, which by its vast variety of terms and faci.
lity of junction, becomes wonderfully pliable and concise. It should seem
as if these kinds of fantastic verse were the filling up of the last line of
answers to after-adapted questions—in any other way their composition
would often be next to impossible. But in this way similar lines may rea-
dily be formed in English, e. g.

Who keenly proves the brave man’s ire ?
Who born of earth to heaven aspire ?

What treads the plougher of the deep ?
Whose arms his country safely keep ?

What bears the dead ? when starts the tenr ?
When — foe .men.deck-the warrior’s-bier,
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Another of the sume class.
2 @ wsfurs! wioaes waifae s (stafs argstas
ToIwINY™5 FTAL68 foo (REFefagtaanifase i

Qu. Who is migerable ? what indicates completion ? who is the most
eminent man ? what is the excellency of intellect ? whom does the weal-
thy support ? what is the prayer of the poet ?

Ans. 1. (¥}, man in the body, is miserable ;

2. 2[3, conclusion, finis, marks completion or termination.

8. fae, the wise, is the most eminent man.

4. tA%e, acuteness, is the excellency of intellect.

5. ufﬁisg, a dependunt, is supported by his wealthy patron.

6. Dehi.iti-bittan-ava.ma.dshritancha, i. e. give me therefore money and
preserve me (thy) dependunt—this is the prayer of the poet, the writer of
this couplet, who thus flatteringly insinuates his own desire to the patron
to whom he presents it.

Metrical Version.

Queries.
Who born to sorrow, say, and what word shews,
Alike of men and of their works the close ?
Whom may we well most eminent bedeem ?
What doth of mind chief excellency seem ?
Whom do the rich support ? and what may be,
The poet’s intent in this poesy ?

Answers.
When hapless mortals mourn high fortune’s end,
The wise by his acuteness gains a friend ;
A wealthy patron’s poor dependant he,
Presents an offering of his poesy ;
With mingled aim to honor, and entreat—
He asks protection and the means lo eat.
N. B. This is a specimen of supplicatory ingenuity, addressed to a
fair hoped-for patron, by the fanciful versifier.

Imitation.
What word do anxious courtiers fear ? No
What do the warrior’s sword and spear ? wound
What adverb doth excess denote ? too
What is the sea where ships may float ? deep
What preposition cause declares ? Jor
What that which every instant wears ? time

Why works the surgeon? whence his zeal?  ¢o heal.
No wound too deep for time to heal.

Another,

Say who of grief and pleasure share ? All
Say what rules all beyond our care? hap
What that doth bind a maiden’s dress? pin
What may a female oft express? ess
Say too, what letter bids exist ? be
What word with mortal can’t consist ? ever
What is not mine? Some wish define— thine

All_-hap-pin-ess-be-ever-thine !
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2. § FfeAt{EE or couplet of questions whose answers are external to
itself, i. e. not contained within it.

1. wuewifs gl faxtsasifesczargfinfmnsss  fNye
TE-farnstTe atewte fergsrataes |
MNge rgferarayIeTRATIRTTTT SN LTH TG
TESATFAAGTE FHEI™ICS || ‘
If, Reader ! you can well divine,

Say—what in air doth brightest shine ?

By whom, as poets wondering sing,

Weas slain the fierce night-demon king ?

Who of mountain-race was he

His dwelling made within the sea ?

What rapid movement may express

A maid’s exulting playfulness ?

Who needful friend to kings is shewn ?

What famous for his fleetness known ?

To what do bees, mid noon-tide ray,

Their eager, humming courtship pay ?

And what is that whom all hold dear,

Or man or beast, who habit here? )

These several questions answer well,

And what I wish for thee then tell ;

Each answer’s central letter take,

And from the words they form you make,

My prayer for every friend of mine—

Oh yes, and be its purport thine !

The several answers as you say,

Long may you live, blest sir, 1 pray.

Explanation.

The eight answers to the eight questions are—

1. sTa=tse king of planets, or chief of the celestial bodies, i.e. the sun.

2. 7@ Dat. case of Rima the celebrated hero of the Rimdyanpa,
who slew the giant R4vana or demon-king of Ceylon, in the war
which forms the subject of that poem. )

3. wAt®: son of Himdlaya and brother of Durgd as Pérvati by
the celestial nymph Menaka. The legend as above.

4. TuF~ the motion of churning or agitating a liquid, as expres-
sive of the hilarious movements of a young girl in excess of mirth
and pleasure, dancing and skipping about.

5. #f57s a king's chief counsellor or minister and adviser, by
whose intervention and assistance he carries on the affairs of govern-
ment, and on whose attachment, honesty and skill his sovereign’s
honor, safety and happiness and that of the people depends; whom,
consequently, if wise and just, a king regards as among his first
acquisitions.

6. ¥t the horse, whose speed is proverbial.

7. #tdT. the celebrated lotus-flower, of which the bee is poe-
tically styled tbe lover, friend and busband. :

8. wtz®s is offspring ; all animal beings, man included, are attached
to their young.

The central letters of these eight words, viz. @ @#. & f5 7= I T
form the words <X @ #tY¥ f3z~ I3, O my lord, may you live long !
—the wish intended to be expressed for the individual to whom this
verse is presented.
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V.—Character and influence of Mahomedanism in India*.

s To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

s,

I beg the attention of your readers to an important subject -- the conver .
sion of the Mahomedans. Books, newspapers and engravings, private
letters and public speeches, are continually employed to represent the
debasing superstitions of Hinduism ; but of Mahomedanism we hear little
except that its followers are more bigotted, and entertain a greater hatred
to Christianity than the Hindus; and this is true¥. I have inguired of
Missionaries, of teachers in Government schools, and of private christians,
and their answers are in effect the same —the Mahomedan is, through his
own pride, incapable of real improvement. The Missionary obtains more
ready hearers and is less opposed, when his efforts are made among the
idolaters. Insult and menace are the constant results of any attempt to
probe the consciences of the followers of Islam ; the utmost concession they
make is that christianity was good as far as it went—but it has, long since
become corrupt and they have the superior light of the Qurén. Every
Missionary with whom I have spoken, seems to think their case almost
hopeless ; and while the option exists of working amongst either the Hin-
dus or Mahomedans, the former labour is preferred. The school-master is
thwarted in every effurt to advance the cause of truth, even though those
he has to deal with are children—his influence being counteracted by the
parents, who jealously watch at home to undoall that has been done at
school, in addition to the communication of common instruction}. The
private christian makes very little progress in conversing with his visitors;
the subject stirs up their worst feelings, and to_avoid offence they will seldom
venture further than to say that christianity is good for Christians but
Mahomedanism is best suited for them. Allthis proves the fact that the fol-
lowers of the false prophet give less encouragement to christian effort than
the idolatrous sects of the country, and therefore it may be asked, Should
then Moslems be abandoned, and allowed to improve as best they may? No
christian dare answer in the affirmative. We have the fact before us,
then, that in India exists a superstition less accessible, more dangerous,
and perhaps as degrading as idolatry, and yet the difficulties seldom stir
up to Missionary enterprize, the easier labour is preferred and that which
cannot spread is attacked, while that which contains within itself an
active principle of propagation is left unmolested to spread its ravages. So
chilling to the ardour of the christian has been the disappointment experi-
enced from efforts directed against Islamism, that even in the way of pro-
pagating truth by means of tracts, comparatively little has been done ; per-
haps there are not less than fifty such publications put threugh the press
for the benefit of the Hindus for one intended for the Musalméns.

Some may imagine that though the Quran inculcates most strongly the
propagation of its faith, the command is inoperative in India; that the

* We know not what may be the cause; but of the fact stated by our Corre-
spondent, as it regards the lack of direct effort for the conversion of Musalmsn,
we suspect there can be but little doubt. It cannot be attributed to cowardice, or
to any dread of meeting the followers of Islém ; it must spring from want of
attention. May that neglect did rise into ground of serious reproach now that
it is brought to light.—lp.

+ The late disturbances in Rohilkand and some that have taken place elsewhere,
shew that the intolerant spirit of Mahomedanism is still exerting itself.

1 Prayer was lately introduced in one of the schools on the Hills in the N. W,
of India; the Hindus made little objection, the Musalwéns abandoned the
School.
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system of Muhammad is already tottering and must soon fall to pieces.
But in disproof of this [ would ask whether the invasion of India Ly the
Mahomedans could have filled the eountry with their sect as it is now
filled? History gives us no reason to believe such a statement ;—but we
do know that the Government that was then establiched, by its rewards
on the one hand and its penalties on the other, gave every encouragement
to its own faith and threw every obstacle in the way of the-other. Not
only was personal violence used in individual cases, but by enormously
increasing the burdens of taxation on the Hindus, a slow but sure engine
was set at work, which in the course of time elevated the Mahomedan
population, while it equally depressed the Hindus—the number of the
former with each succeeding generation increased largely, while a corre-
sponding reduction took place amongst the latter, and many were tempted
to cast aside idolatry to bring themselves and their families under the ad-
vantages obtained by taking part with their conquerors. At one time, the
proportion of inhabitants was estimated at six Hindus to one Musalmén ;
but 1 have seen documents of late date which estimate the proportions
at about three to one ; in some parts of the Western Provinces the halance
is supposed to be in favor of Mahomedanism ; and I think (for [ have
not the pamphlets in my possession) that Mr. Adam’s reports exhibit the
fact, that even in Bengal there is little difference between the number of
Hindu and Mahomedan families.

1 must here observe that I do not think that, taking the entire popula-
tion of a large tract of territory, we shall at any time find a greater pro-
portion than one-third consisting of Mahomedans ; for in a country which
depends so much upon its agriculture-——and the agriculturists are chiefly
Hindus—we must look for great masses of Mahomedans in and about the
towns and cities where the greatest encouragement is given to artizans and
manufacturers. These be it observed are the chief scenes of missionary
labour, and the proportions of the two classes in such places alone are of
importance in an inquiry like the present.

But not only has such progress already been made, but the doctrines of the
Qursn are still progressing. As far as my own information extends, and
I believe the same result will be obtained from inquiries throughout the
couutry, I find that in every city in this part of our dominion there are
instances every year of fresh conversions being effected. Not long ago I
was introduced to a Vakeel who, I was told, had some time before renounced
idolatary for this faith. 1 grieve to add that I know .of several cases in
which the individuals were educated as professed christians, and I think it
will be found that relapses of this kind are not unfrequent. I may here
state the circumstances of one of these cuses to show that even under the
British Government (however unintentionally) a premium is held out for
embracing the faith of Muhammad. A British officer formed a connection
with a Musalmani, and his children were brought up in a town near Calcutta,
under christian instruction. On his death the mother formed an alliance
with a Musalman, and the daughters were married into Musalmémn
families. The sons had to choose whetber they should follow the example,
or continue to be considered christians. The encouragement given by
Government to Native talent induced them to declare for Muhammad.
The eldest got credit as a native for being uncommonly intelligent in the
English duties of the office to which he was attached. Wherever he
visited he was received with marked attention, and had a seat given to him
by those who would have made him stand submissively had he appeared
as an East Indian. All his English friends gave him certificates of his
being entitled to a seat at their tables, and of hLis being a sensible native,
wonderfully versed in the English language. He has since obtained one
of the best appointments open to native talent.
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There are other causes operating to extend Mahomedanism, The raiyats
in the greater part of the country are unable to meet a season of drought.
Their moveable property, their cattle, their houses are successively sold to
obtain food. They then beg and, this resource failing with the increase of
the calamity, they sell their children. The girls are transferred to the
zenana or the brothel, the boys become the slaves of the Mahomedan
gentry. In this way vast numbers are taken from the ranks of Hinduism
and transferred to those of Mahomedanism¥*.

There is yet another cause for the progress of this faith. Its public cere-
monies in India partake so much of the character of idolatry that the lower
castes of Hindus observe both them and their own festivals indifferently.
Some modern sects have Hindu priests, but practise circumcision; and [
have often met people who did not know to what class they really belong-
edt. They however preferred Mahomedanism as being more respectable
than Hinduism. .

Doubtless muchstronger evidence than I have obtained might be collected,
were the Missionaries throughout India to submit periodical returns on such
points to a Committee in Calcutta; and en pussant 1 commend the sugges-
tion to your consideration ; but from what I have myself seen [ am con-
vinced that Hinduism is gradually merging into Mahomedanism.

This declarationis of too startling a character tobe as yet generally believ-
ed ; and not to risk my argument on data that may be disputed by some, I amr
willing to fall back on such facts as all must admit, viz. the discovery that
the faith of the false prophet is now more extensively spread over India than
it was believed to he at the beginning of the present century, and that there
is a want of Christian effort to counteract and remove it. As Christians, we
firmly believe that the mighty fabric must fall ; and however discouraging
previous attempts may have been, it is our duty again and again to make
the effort, till we see it crumble before our united exertions. God grant
that this poor attempt to awaken Christian zeal in the enterprize may be
successful, and that e may speedily bless the means that may be used to
bring this dominion of the enemy into subjection to the Saviour’s kingdom !

Let us see how the system is maintained, and then we shall be able to
determine the best means for its demolition. Its priests abound every
where, either wandering from place to place and depending on their own
ingenuity or the liberality of those they meet for support ; or they obtain

‘charge of & temple, where they live by the offerings of visitors, and the fees
they collect at marriages, funerals, and other similar occasions. The temples
are erected by wealthy men as works of merit, and are frequently endowed
with large funds ; in many cases Government pays for their support. The
instruction of the young is also a means of maintaining the priesthood.
In some temples the mullds deliver lectures on stated occasions and are
always accessible to inquirers. Faith in one God and the prophet, the
sacred character of the Qurén, the merit of good works, and the propa-
gation of the doctrines of the prophet are the leading topics; the more ig-
norant or crafty of the body encourage also various superstitions ; for very
few Musalméns in this country are fumilar with the Qurdn. A smattering

* These opportunities should not be lost by christians; for the liberty of the
children might be purchased at small cost, and having given them a useful and
christian education, they would at mature age return to their families with the
means of instructing those around them.

+ A few days ago I was at an Indigo Factory when I was told that on commen.
cing work for the season, the workmen demand money, and propitiate a Musal-
mwdn saint buried in the compound. A mulld is called, a green clotl_: spread
over the tomb, prayers are said, and sweetmeats presented, while the Hindu and
Musalmin labourers take part in the ceremony and equally share the sweetmeuts
sfterwards,
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in Arubic confirms the learned in what they have heen taught to believe
of its beanties, und translation is deprecated. 1 believe there are two
Hindusténi translations extant, one execnted at Delhi and the other in
Calcutta, which last is, 1 fancy, that now undergoing re-publication at Mr.
Black’s lithographic press; but all strict Musalmédns look upon these
productions with abhorrence, and the writers are frequently cursed for
their pains®*.  To understand aright the feeling manifested by them on
this point, it is only necessary to remember the bigotted spirit in which the
Roman Catholics consider the translation of the Scriptures by the Protes-
tants ; and BERE is the wealr point of the fuaith of the Mahomedans. The
hook cannet stand the scratiny of men of common sense, when presented
in a language with which they are familiar. Disseminate it then in this
Jorm, and let every page bear a comment exhibiting its plagiarisms, inconsis-
tencies and follies.

We shall by these means appeal to the common sense of the people, and
shall enlist the talent of the Hindu community throughout India in exposing
its absurdites. At the same time let these who have the necessary qualifica-
tions maintain a constant and energetic attack upon the Qurén by means
of tracts, while the present efforts to instruct the rising generation should
be increased. Missionaries must devote themselves to the work ; those
who do so, must decide on adopting the true Christian course of conflict ;—
meeting with contempt, insult, persecution and perhaps even death; for
ander such circumstances this field will be the most dangerous to the
preacher that the world presents at this moment. And shall it be said,
that of all those whose bosoms glow with missionary zeal, none is to be
found who will dare to encounter such persecution for the sake of that
Master who led the way through every discouragement and through unpa-
ralleled suffering? He has encouraged his followers to dare the most
dangerous opposition by giving persecution in Ais cause the character of a
vast privilege. I know there is not a Missionary in the field at this
momeént that would not gladly face the storm of malice that Satan would
in such a case, raise against him ; and it is only because he thinks that duty
requires his first attention to be given to the Hindus that he has not hitherto
done so. Doubtless he has better success in making converts from among
the Hindus, if that success be determined by the number so gained ; but
Mahomedanism stands like a stone fortress, a single part of which being
loosened endangers the whole structure. Oh, had I the power of depicting
this glorious work as it appears to myself, its importance would be speedily
acknowledged, and the throne of grace would be besieged with special
prayer for its speedy success, and the voice of the preacher would hence-
forth be raised equally against idolatry and this false faith. May 1 hope
that God will cause some more able servant to take up the subject and
force it home upon the attention and the feelings of the Christian world.

Some stress is laid upon the study of our scriptures by these people. I
know they study our books, to find proof for the authority of Muhammad.
All else, they say, is either unimportant or corrupted. I have mixed much
with them, and have often observed how they wrest scripture to their own
destruction. A few days ago,one asked meif we had not printed a
Hindustini commentary ? He was surprised when I told him we had
not yet done so, and 1 should have been glad had 1 been able to put into
his hands a commentary intended especially for Mahomedans. This is, too,
a kind of publication that should not be forgotten. They have their own
commentaries in MS. on our Scriptures !

* It is said that a cheep edition published some years ago has been bought
out of circulation.
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Infidelity has, I am aware, made great havoc among the followers of
Muhammad ; but we know of no instances in which those who have thus
been led to see the follies of their faith have made any effort to obtain purer
light ; for if doctrines so suited to the carnal heart are renounced for
infidelity, it will generally be that its wickedness is so desperate, that not
the slightest restraint can be borne, and a God of any kind is considered a
tyrant. But even these people continue to rank themselves among the
Mahomedans, nnd their hatred to Christianity is of course in no degree
lessened. In no other manner does this religion Jose ground in this coun-
try ; for, from the causes already indicated, no inroad has been made upon
it by Christian exertion.

That we have been too careless in our endeavours against this system,
may be further witnessed by the circumstance that the writings of Martyn
and Lee remain unknown to the Musalmédns of Bengal and Hindustan.
Translation would be easy, and a judicious edition would bring forward
every argument advanced by these able men, without wasting time on the
discussion which took place with the Persian writers. If discussion can be
provoked, a great point will be gained; for it is the obstinate pride with
which they regard the doctrines of their sacred book that keeps them
from examining the facts of Christianity.

Puoetrp.

THE LOST CITY.
Fain hills are cluster’d all around,
And verdure clothes the teeming ground,
And o’er the old grey rock are thrown,
In tasteful beauty all its own,
Festoonings of the luscious vine,
Laden with early summer’s sign ; —
And yonder the fair city spreads,
And rears to heav’n its thousand heads.
The tow'r, the wall, the battlement,
On hill, and plain, and the descent,
In strength, with judgment plac’d, would tell,
That scene of beauty ’s guarded well ;—
But they are foreign spears that gleam
From watch-tow'rs in the evening beam,

That city on the mountain’s crown,
Upen a fruitful land looks down,

And proudly rais’d, its spires receive,
The splendors of an Eastern eve.
Oh! who would wish so fair a spot
Less than the best—the happiest lot ;
Nor grieve that here the tyrant came
Nor left of Freedom e’en the name?
Oh, would some patriotic soul,

Rise, like the spirit of the whole,
And arm, once more, the bold, the brave,
To perish for their land, or save!
But there is none, not one, to dare,
The rescue of a place so fair!
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The sun has set, and in the vales

The light of day already fails—

A shadow, like a vapor, steals

Along the aspect of the hills—

A ling'ring beam rests on its brow,—
"Tis bright—tis gone—'tis darkness now !
And thus that country’s glory pass'd,

All brilliant to the very last ;

Baut since has fail’d its kingly reign,

No monarch there may rule again.

A few short hours have sped, and then
Have ceas’d the anxious cares of men ;
The conqu'ror, and the conquer’d, lie
Dreadless in their proximity.

The craven fears the warrior’s spear ;
The warrior’s safety is that fear.

So rest—s0 slumber—yet with hate
No vengeance e’er can satiate,

And with contempt, or sense of wrong,
Dream each,—and each that hate prolong.

Within the Western vale, there lies

The relic of a paradise,

Once chosen for a ruler’s seat,

And still from noise a fair retreat,

Where woodlands spread their silent charms,
And high entwine their giant arms ;

But now the fox, and ow}, are there,

And claim with man the spot to share ;—
Yet in a solitude like this

The sad may find their only bliss.

From hence, behold the Eastern skies
Fresh painted in a hundred dyes,

And though beneath 'tis dark, yet soon,
‘Will upward roll the glorious Moon.
The sharp-lights now the outlines tinge ;
The foliage has a golden fringe,

And streaks of light along the hill,

The City’s upper verge reveal ;

And where yon rugged turret stands,

The work of patriarchal hands,

All grim, but useless, on the height,

The casement’s pierc’d with brilliant light ;
As if the watch-fire there were lit,

And those of yore, were watching yet.

A moment more, and now behold

The landscape cloth’d in burnish’d gold ;—
So pure the air, so clear the sky,

So brightly beams that gem on high.

And now, exposed beneath the trees,
What weary crew of men are these,
Who on the naked ground repose,
And fear not beasts of prey, or foes ?

[Nov.
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All sleep save two,—the foremost one

Is such as few have look'd upon;

With deep, but intellectual eye,

And marble forehead bare and high,

With meaning lip the heart has set

With thought that is unspoken yet,

He rests upon the hard, cold ground,

Nor marks the insects creeping round;

W ith head upon his bosom bent,

He seems on some design intent ;

While at a space that marks respect,

The other would that face inspect,

Looks wond’ring why his lord should muse,
And thus refreshing sleep refuse.

That both are wearied much, I ween

May from their clothes and looks be seen,
And yet that gentle form doth well

Of many a pain and hardship tell,

That many a sturdier, older, frame
Would shun to bear for need or fame.

The follower now has sunk to sleep,

And left his lord alone to weep.

To weep 2 Ah yes! that was a tear

The moonbeam sparkling made appear.
Oh, are they thoughts of pride, that wage
The inward war and stir his rage ?

Or disappointment o’er some cross,
When Fortune chill'd his hopes with loss ?
Ah no, too meek, and too resign’d,

He thinks not of himself ; his mind

Is to a noble purpose lent—

For others’ griefs his heart is rent,

And he would gladly shed his blood,
This night, to win their greatest good.

The Roman soldiers pace the wall,

And in the vale their shadows fall ;

And as to earth a look he cast,

A line of darkness slowly pass’d.

He tranquil rais’d his humid eye,

And saw a glitt’ring helm on high ;

But heeded not, for there, far spread,

The city crown’d the mountain’s head :

And there were thoughts and prospects twin’d
Within his great mysterious mind,

Which in a moment liv’d anew,

As on that scene he bent his view.

He look’d—he wept—the tears gush’d forth,
As if he mourn’d for some great worth—
 Ye will not that your Lord should save,
Though he will all the peril brave ;

Ye will not that your Lord should reign ;
Though for you ready to be slain,”—

And yet the bitter tear fast flows—

For friends he weeps not—but for foes !
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His humble heart he turn'd to God,

And to the thick wood-shelter trod

A spot umbrageous—silent—dark—

Where scarce is seen the stem’s brown bark ;
Such as where Superstition says

The midnight spectre mourning strays —
And—was it fancy ? No, tis true—

Etherial forms appear to view,

And sadly on the stranger gaze,

As moves he through the dark’ning maze.

He reaches now a suited spot,

Where human eye can see him not,

Where in itself 1s solemn night,

Save when the pulses of the breeze,

Stirring among the thick wove trees,

Shake down some trembling drops of light ; .
He pauses—humbly kneels, and there

Pours out his soul in fervent prayer,

1s such as He that City’s hope,

To give their deadly vengeance scope ?

To loose them from the tyrant’s chain,
And give them freedom once again ?

How would they smile with bitter scorn,
To see their Saviour, poor, and worn
With pain and hunger, grief and care,
And kneeling thus to God in pray'r?
When, were he touch’d with human pride,
One call To apms ! and by his side

Ten thousand spears would bristling rise—
Ten thousand voices rend the skies—

And Death would speed from vale to hill,
With shouts of vengeance ! vengeance still !

Vain Jew! that mountain’s diadem

Is thine own lov'd Jerusalem.—

But not one arm, in human might

Can wield a brand and lead the fight,
Against these foes that may once more
That City to its pride restore ;

Then here your only hope may rest
Accept your Lord—be sav’d, and blest—
You laugh in pride, and scorn him yet ?.
Ah, thus ’tis penn’d in Holy writ,

In many a faithful page foretold,

And mourn’d and wept, by seers of old,
Whose voice yet hear—but ah ! unaw’d,
You ’ll slay th’ Almighty Son of God !
Oun you, you cry, be charg’d his blood—
On you, and on your fiendish brood ;—
Well be it so—while Gentile lands
Shall sing His praise in distant lands,

A Saviour you shall seek in vain—

No Saviour e’er will come again,

By sword, by famine, and by fire,

By plague, and pestilence, expire ;

[Nov.
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And, far from hence, your song shall roam
In foreign lands, without a home,

A shatter’d tribe, a hated crew ;

A by-word be the name of Jew,

And here, where golden spires arige,
And glitter ‘mid the sunny skies,
Where peace and plenty, joy and love,
The fruitful field, the orchard grove,
The palace, and the quiet cot,

Told once your highly favor’d lot,
Bhall lasting desolation be,

The scene of want and misery,

And not a stone shall stand to tell,
What fabric in wild ruin fell—
Temple and tow’r in rubbish blent,
Shall be this City’s monuTent.

¥ * *

Jenovan hear! their sins forgive!

Still bid these murd’rers turn and live!
Father, their crimes, in mercy, view—
Forgive—they know not what they do.
Hast thou not said, hast thou not sworn
The wand’ring Jew shall yet return?
Armenty Gop, we hope, we pray,

That thou thyself wilt lead their way ;
That thou wilt bid them taste thy Love,

In Living Manna from above—

Give them again that Holy light

That cheer'd of old their lonely night ;
That pass’d before the trav’lling band,
And led them to the promis’d land.

So lead them yet ; —amid the gloom,

Thy Spirit shall their hearts illume ;

The cloud shall yet their path precede,
Through unknown scenes thy people lead ;—
On earth their feet—on heav’n their view,
The narrow path they’ll yet pursue;

And be at last reclaim’d and blest,

Won to the Saviour’s promis’d rest !

Ope, ope your portals wide for them,

Blest City —new Jerusalem !

The sons of Zion singing come,

For refuge to their promis’d Home.

They come ! they come ! ye heav’ns rejoice,
And echo now to Freedom’s voice ;

The chains of Hell apart are riv'n

Tae Conqu'nonr 18 THE Kine ov Haav'n.

Allahabad, 14tk August, 1837,
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REVIEW,

A Cuarck delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of Madras,
&c. at the Primary Visitatron. By the Right Rev. Daniel
Corrie, L.L.D.

The lamented Corrie’s first and last charge is only now
brought to our hands. The too early removal of that amiable
man and truly Christian Bishop, will no doubt account in part
for the delay ; for the rest we are not directly in the way of
being furnished with Episcopal charges, still less when deliver-
ed and printed at such a distance from this metropolis. Nor
should we now indeed have felt ourselves called upon to notice
the present, had it been that of almost any other than he whom
all India and the church laments. ¢ By it, he, being dead, yet
speaketh.” For, exhibiting nothing in view, sentiment, or lan-
guage either new or striking, it is yet truly characteristic of
the estimable Bishop, breathing his meekness and humility,
his gentleness and modesty, hiscalm and simple temper, in his
own unlaboured and familiar form of expression. Of all the
men it has ever been our lot to know, none was, in all these re-
spects, so every way fitted as Corrie was to fill, for the first
time, the Episcopal chair of Madras. '

The strong excitement produced in the native Christian
mind Ly the late regulations in the matter of the caste question,
the unhappy dissensions in the missions of the Episcopal church,
which had issued in the breaking off from its communion of far
the largest and, we believe, the best portion of the native Chris-
tian population of the Tinnevelly Mission, and some other cir-
cumstances to which we will not now advert, had rendered it pe-
culiarly important that the large powers, for good or ill, vested in
an Anglican Bishop should be exercised, in the first instance
especially, by one naturally of so mild and amiable ‘a temper
as Corrie, and at the same time so thoroughly imbued with the
loving spirit of the Gospel of Jesus. ‘

We have no doubt that Corrie was sincerely attached to the
religious communion of which he was ever so worthy a func-
tionary, first through a long course of most active, and approved,
and successful service in the secondary order of ministers, and
then, for far too short a period, in the higher and responsible one
of Bishop; and we are confident that all sections of the Indian
Church participate now in one common feeling cf veneration for
the memory of him deceased, whom living all alike loved and
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esteemed. This conviction is markedly confirmed Ly the many
public and private testimonials to his worth and character every
where elicited ; nor is the fragrance of his character, though so
widely diffused, yet lost. As a chaplain of the H. C., laudably and
zealously discharging the important duties of the pastoral office
among his countrymen and nothing more, his reward indeed
would have been with his God, but his memory would scarcely
have established itself, save in the affectionate recollections of his
immediate friends and cotemporaries ; but like Martyn, Corrie
was what every Christian, every Christian minister especially, is
bound to be in heathen lands—a missionary ; and in truth he was
a most efficient missionary, as has been clearly shewn elsewhere.
His life, his temper, his liberality, his continuous efforts in every
good cause, his active support of all the great Catholic Societies,
his devoted co-operation in the work of Biblical and Tract trans-
lation, his labours in native as well as English preaching, and
that beyond the extent of his personal ability, by the employment
of native Christian catechists and teachers—all these spoke Cor-
rie a missionary of the cross. Nordid he confine his love and re-
gard within the sectional sphere of his own immediate body ; he
rejoiced, truly rejoiced, in the success of all kindred labourers in
the one great, holy and benevolent cause, and we never heard
of one single instance in which a petty spirit of rivalry or party
geal was exhibited by this truly good man. May his mantle
prove to have dropt upon his successor ! For sure we are, that if
the gospel is to prevail over India, that eannot be until European
Chrnistians exhibit to the idolatrous Hindu and the bigotted
Mohammedan the genuine Christian temper, that true mark of
the Redeemer, the spirit of unity and love—* by this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have leve onme to
another.”

A few extracts from the Bishop’s charge will serve to confirm
the preceding remarks and to illustrate his meek and unpre-
tending character, the fine spirit of Christian humility in which
he had entered on his high office, and the engaging manner in
which he sought to exercise his powers as ¢ a helper of the faith™
of his clerical brethren, and to induee in them a hearty desire
to co-operate with him in every labour of Christian love.

« A peculiar circumstance, [ would trust, of mutual interest, is that hav.
ing for so many years been numbered among yourselves, as a Chaplain
on the E, I. Company’s establishment in this land, I am enabled to enter
fully into the difficulties which often occur in the performance of your
duties, and to sympathize in your trials.

«« Under these circumstances, may I not hope, that a reciprocal feeling
will be entertained between us, and that whilst I desire to be among you
as a fellow-servant, a friend, and a helper of your joy, you will lend your
willing co-operation to overcoms all the hindrances which tend to impede
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our ministerial usefulness, and will strive with me, that we may so live
and act as that the Gospel, as far as we are concerned, may have free
course and be glorified ?”

“ May our dependence be on the guidance and teaching of the Holy
Spirit, to whom belong the preparations of the heart in man, as well ns
success in his labours !”

Of the just estimate he had formed of the far more than per-
functory performance of a certain routine of ecclesiastical ser-
vice which is incumbent on every minister of Christ, let the
following extract be in proof.

“ The circumstances of the times stamp our Ministerial duties with as
much additional importance, as outward circumstances can add to them:
In these days it is not sufficient, that a Minister maintain a fair outward
character, against which nothing blameable can be attached ; he must be
alive to the dangers with which our common faith is assailed, and to the
pains which are taken to mislead. He must direct the warnings of God’s
word against the errors most likely to deceive, and magnify the truth of
God on those points concerning which his flock are most in danger of
being led astray.

“ In general, the pecple of our charge will search no further than they
are led, and if not fully instructed in all points, they are exposed to be
driven about by every wind of doctrine. A Minister must therefore shew
a disposition to lead among his fellow-creatures, to guide the flock, not to
follow it, until < there be no place left either for error in religion or for
viciousness of life.”

We were much struck with one passage in which this good
man bears his distinct testimony, from personal observation, to
the general fidelity and diligence of the ministers of his commu-
nion, missionaries included.

“ With the general state of things I see no reason to interfere.- Both
Chaplains and Missionaries appear to be attending diligently to the duties
of their respective stations.”

We were the more gratified with this short but peinted assur-
ance, in as much as it is well known how much the teelings of the
whole body of missionaries, in the south especially, both in and
out of the establishment, had been wounded and the friends of
missions startled and distressed by some sweeping assertions of
a different character from another church dignitary, of a date a
little anterior; and which, though on being very properly met
Lv the missionaries in Bengal both of the episcopal and dissent-
ing communions, they were aditted to have no application to
the existing missionaries, were yet, from their very generality
of expression, liable to a repeated misinterpretation.

Of the Christian view Bishop Corrie took of the fashionable
Eutopianikm, in reference to the extension of human learning
without Clristian instruction, we have a distinct proof in the
following paragraph.

“ The spirit of enquiry which is abroad is favourable to the oljects of
our high calling. The disposition to favour general education is especially
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to be encournged, and at the same time watched over in order to give it a
right direction. The cultivation of the intellect is to be made conducive
to morul improvement. Holy motives and right purposes are to be aimed
at in the training of the young, 8o as whilst we impart all knowledge
conducive to temporal hnppiness, they may especially acquire that which
makes wise unto salvation.

“ How this is to be nttained in Institutions which exclude the know-
ledge of Divine T'ruth, they must answer upon whom the responsibility of
such exclusion rests. Our aim should be, whilst we extend the limits of
knowledge, and cultivate those faculties by which it is acquired, to esta-
blish the kingdom of Christ at once in the understanding and affections of
mankind.”

On the system of Infant Schools and the main advantage to
be looked for from them, the following judicious remark occurs.

« Infant Schools (when judiciously conducted) will be found a most
important auxiliary. The advantage of the early training afforded in
these schools, is not 50 much in the attainment of actual knowledge, asin
forming the tempers, and commencing a regular and systematic discipline
in the minds of children, at the earliest opening of the understanding and
the first manifestations of corrupt nature in the shape of childish petu-
lance and waywardness.

¢ But whatever attention be paid to the machinery of Schools, the cate-
chizing of the pupils must not be omitted ; not merely exercising their
memories, but trying alse their understandings, inquiring into their
notions and grounds of knowledge, correcting their mistakes, explaining
difficulties, and opening to them by degrees the great truths both of
science and religion.”

Ever observant of and zealously alive to every thing either
favourable or adverse to the effect of ministerial labour, the Bi-
shop thus quietly introduces, without one harsh word, without
even a particular application to parties or proceedings then
and still at work, within his own Diocese especially, a caution-
ary sentence or two which could not fail to impress itself deep-
ly on the minds of his clergy, the missionary clergy especially.

 But all our efforts are to be made conducive to the great end of the
ministry, the preaching of the gospel.

“ The command of the great Head of the Church is, ¢ Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” The Gospel in all
its purity, its simplicity, and fulness, is to be made known. All that Serip-
ture, which was given by inspiration of God, is to be communicated to
every man in the tongue wherein he was born, and it is to be wisely
explained and faithfully applied to every maan.

“ When a Minister engages in this duty with spiritual understanding,
and a meek and lowly heart, whilst he is delivering the truth in love, the
conversion of sinners will usually manifest the presence with him of the
Great Head of the Church. This attestation accompanies the word, and
will continue to accompany it to the end of the world. We need no other.
The expectntion of any sensible and miraculous manifestation whatever,
in the government of the Redeemer, until His final coming to judwe the
world, seems altogether incompatible with the spiritual nature of His
Kingdom. ¢ This man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down
on the right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till his enemies be
made His footstool.” Jehovah the Son, in human uature, in which nature
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dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, sat down, and there, as a
Priest on His throne, will He sit, until Jehovah the Father, hath made
His enemies His footstool. And how will this be accomplished ? By the
rod of His power out of Sion, the sharp two-edged sword of His word in
the hand of Jehovah the Spirit.”

As was to be expected, the good Corrie, the early friend with
Martyn and Brown, of Carey, Marshman and Ward, (five of
whom are now past into etermty and the last is even now pre-
paring for his upward flight, to rejoin them in the paradise of God,
to rest with them from his labours and be followed by his many
and faithful works and labours,) could not fail to express, even
from his episcopal chair, his love to the universal church.

“ Many laudable efforts are made by christians of other protestant deno-
minations for the diffusion of christian knowledge, and God vouchsafes a
blessing on their labours. These circumstances all afford subject of much
encouragement ; and whilst we cannot but act with more entire confidence
with those who most nearly agree with ourselves, and have reason to bless
God for thei ncrease of unity in our own body, we are bound to rejoice in
the labours of others, cordially wishing well to, and aiding all who love
the Saviour, and labour to make known in every place the savour of his
name.

He adds a just remark on the probable intention of Divine
Providence, in permitting these sectional partitions of the one
Church of Christ—

“ It might seem desirable that all Christians should unite in one general
effort to evangelize the world ; but it will be seen on reflection, that the
very diversity of views which prevails among true Christians on peints not
essential to salvation, is rendered subservient, under the manifold infirmi-
ties of men, both to the purity and the right interpretation of the word of
God. Solitary individuals, or a small company of like-minded men, setting
forward on their own responsibility as heralds of the Gospel, will proba~
bly run in the end into idle fancies, if not into pernicious errors ; while,
if the church visible could be brought, in its present state, to unite in
sending forth its representatives, they must be charged with the propaga-
tion of a system of Christianity, so lost in inefficient generalities, in regard
to discipline at least, as could produce no abiding influence on the un-
christianized world.”

But we must close our extracts—though satisfied our readers,
most of whom will never, it is likely, see this first and last
charge of Bishop Corrie, will thank us for affording them the
encouragement and refreshment of thus following him almost
to his departure, and listening to ¢ the gracious words that fell
from bis lips,” ere he dropt his earthly encumbrance and soared
to eternal day! Oh let usall pray the Great Shepherd and
Bishop of the church to send forth many such men to forward
His holy cause in these lands; and whether they be of this
external division of His fold or that, we will rejoice in behold-
ing * their work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,” and give glory, to His grace
effectual at once in them and by them ! Amen, so be it !

CINSURENSIS.
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Middtanary any Religioud Entelligence.

I.—INDIA.
1.—MissioNanrY AND Eccresiasticar MoveEMENTS.

We regret to state that the Bishop of Calentta is seriously indisposed,
and is desirous of returning to the Presidency immediately. The Rev. J.
Woolf, of the London Missionary Society, at Singapur, entered into his
rest on the 27th of April last, at a small settlement called S8amboangan,
situated on the western extremity of Mindanao, on hoard the * Himma-
leh.” Mr. W. was a young man of deep piety, of much promise as a
literary man, and a devoted Missionary. He was, at the time of his death,
on an expedition to the Eastern lslands and Borneo, on behalf of the Bri.
tish and Foreign Bible Society.—The Rev. W. Buyers and Mrs. B. have
proceeded to Banéras since our last.—The Wesleyan Methodist Mission-
ary Society have deputed the Rev. J. Crowther to be the Superintendent
of their Missions in India. Mr. C. is a man of noble spirit, superior talent,
and genuine piety. His designation and the services consequent on his
departure, appear to have produced a very favourable impression towards
India. Mr. C. is to be accompanied by four educated young men from the
Wesleyan College ; Madras, we anticipate, will be the scene of his labours,
—Rev. Mr. Webb and Mrs. Webb, of the American Baptist Mission, lately
resident at Rangoon, are about to proceed to the United States via Eng-
land, from ill health.—The Rev. R. Eteson, formerly of the Church Mis-
sionary Society, returned on the Euphrales, as Assistant Chaplain under the
new arrangement. He is appointed to Ghézipur.

2.—Lapies’ SocieTry ror NatTive Femanm Epuvearion.

We have been favovred with the 13th Report of the ahove institution.
The operations of the Society are detailed in a pious and faithful spirit,
and are calculated to encourage the hearts of our fair friends in their en-
deavours to train the native female mind in the way it should go. As we
purpose entering on the subject of Female Education in India at large in
an early number, we shall merely say, that the Report affords satisfactory
evidence, that the Committee and teachers of the Society have been dili-
gently employed, that the attendance equals that of former years, and
that the Society still deserves the prayerful and pecuniary support of a
generous public. 'We embrace this opportunity of cerrecting an error into
which we fell last month in our account of the Religious Societies. In.
stead of—Central School, ¢ Mrs. Wilson,” Secretary, it should have been
““ Mrs. Chapman,” by whom all subscriptions and donations will be thank.
fully received.

3.—BeNcanL Auxiriary MissioNaRY SocieETY.

The nineteenth Anniversary of the above Society was held on the even.
ing of Wednesday, the 18th of October, in the Uniom Chapel, Dharamtal.
lah—J. W, Alexander, Esq., in the chair. The resolutions were moved
and seconded by Messrs. Yates, Chapman, Morton, Robinson, Buyers and
Ewart. The Meeting was well attended —the spirit pervading it of a
serious and practical character, and the spirit of liberality highly cheering.
The Report read by the Secretary contained many interesting facts, which
we refrain from mentioning, as it will soon be before the public, when we-:
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shall be better able to notice its contents. May our brethren be favoured
with the Divine blessing during the year on which they have entered.

1. Resolution.—That this meeting fully sympathising with the labourers of
this and every other Missionary Society in their arduous efforts to convert the
Heathen. would commend them with their past and future labours to the bleas-
ing of God the Holy Spirit, and recommend the adoption and distribulion of
the report, an abstract of which has just been vead, as they think it calculated
from its fidelity to ensure for their devoted hrethren a large measure of the sym-
pathy, prayers, and aid of the Church Universal.

1. Resolution.—That this meeting pray the Great Head of the Church to
induce in them a spirit of humility and repentance om account of (he limited
share which they have hitherto taken in obedience to the commaund of Christ in
all scriptural efforts for the conversion of the world, and earnestly desire that He
would fill them with a desire to consecrate themselves and their substance to Him
that the immediate future may be gladdened with the tokens of the coming of Hia
kingdom in this Heathen land.

IIL.  Resolution.—That this meeting impressed with the conviction that they
are permitted to labor on the very eve of momentous days, would nominate ns
their stewards and the stewards of God in connection with the operations of this
auxiliary, the following persons ; with prayers that they at the close of the coming
vear, mayr have to report enlarged success, and merit the approving words of
Christ *“ Well done good and faithful servants.”

Messrs. Bartlett, Cockburn, Grant, Hay, Symes, J. Vos, H. Woollaston, and
Lieut. Meik.

Treasurer, Secretary, and Collector, Rev. T. Boaz. All Missionaries of the
Society MemDers are officers ex officio.

4.—Mngs. WiLson’s REFUGE.

We indulged ourselves during the past month with a visit to Mrs. Wil
son’s Refuge, situated on the banks of the Hdghli, midway between Cal-
cutta and Serampur, and independently of the benefit of the refreshing
breeze and all the advantages of deserting the heat and dust of the city of
palaces, we were indeed delighted with the whole establishment ; every
thing wore such an air (nay reality) of neatness, economy, happiness, and
piety, that we could have wished ali our friends no greater pleasure than to
witness such a number of poor destitute orphans comfortably housed, fed,
and so well domesticated, educated, and brought up in the fear of God,
We hope that our excellent friend, the originator and superintendent, will
be ever supported and blest in her pious endeavours to infuse into the
native female mind the blessings of true religion,

5.—EpucatioN SocleTies AND Presses.

We understand that the long agitated School-Book Society for the North.
western Provinces is either just established or just about to be called into
being. The friends of religious instruction have established a Christiun
School-Book Society at Banaras ; and we hope, before our next, to be able
to announce the formation of a Christian School-Book Society at Calcutta.
We understand that it is also in contemplation to establish presses for
educational and missionary purposes at Banaras, Allah4bad, and Agrs.
We rejoice in these indications both of the thirst for instruction and
the dispusition to supply it. We have but one wish,—that there were
more unity and concentration in these efforts to do good.

6.~Mepicar MIsSIONARIES,

We perceive from an advertisement on the cover of the Missionary
Magazine, that the directors of the London Missionary Society are desirous
of engaging a number of medical men as Evangelists to China. The idea
suggested by America has been, we think, wisely acted upon.
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7.—SLAVERY.

In the last number of the Oriental Christian Spectator an article appear-
ed on the subject of slavery, written by Mr. G. Thompson, the eloquent
advocate of the rights of the injured, in which he descants in the most in-
dignant terms on the horrors of East Indian Slavery. Now we are the last
to be guilty of any thing approaching to an apology even for slavery in its
mildest form ; hut we must say, that both the eloquence and energies of
the Anti-Slavery advocates might find fields were there may be such horrors
in connection with sLAVERY as they describe ; but we believe whatever name
you give a man in British India he is at li%erty to change masters, if just
ground of complaint is offered ; and that justice in its highest form will ever
visit the injuries of a coloured population on the heads of their oppressors.

We intend in an early number to enter at length into the real character
and extent of East Indian Slavery.

The following is a fearful detail of the still bound state of six millions
of our fellow creatures for the amelioration of whose condition we most
cordially join our voice and energy with the friends of the oppressed.

“In the United States,...ccocienee coesavernsess 2,500,000 Slaves.
In Brazil,.ccocv svieevcrrnennsscncosasncessss 2,000,000 slaves.
In the Spanish Possessions, co.e.vievessossensoe 500,000 slaves.
In the French Possessions, cocevvve eovenocensas 300,000 slaves.
In the Possessions of Portugal, Denmark, Holland,

BlCivs tevenenaneoss eosvonranesenesecanennas 200,000 slaves.
Add to these, the victims of prejudice in the United

States,—the afllicted and down-trodden free (so -

called) people of colour : the masterless slaves of

AMEricd, «s,uvinene soeroccocanns sovsannes . 500,000

6,000,000

* What mind can grasp the amount of injustice, misery, pollution, and soul-
murder, comprised in this most impious and ishuman system? Five millions,
five hundred thousand human beings held in a state of brutal subjection by no-
minally Christian nations! Odious and diabolical conspiracy against the liber-
ties of mankind 1 Half of these are found in the far-famed Republican States
of North America: the land of liberty; the asylum for the oppressed of all na-
tions,—where it is declared that ‘ all men are born fiee and equal,’ and that * re-
sistance to tyrants is obedience to God.” America! theland of the pilgrins,—
the land of Eliot, and Edwards, and Hancock, and Adams, and Franklin, and
‘Washington | In this land of revivals, and educational and missionary operations,
and seints, and heroes, and philosophers, and liberators, there are THRRE MILLI-
ons of oppressed human beings; two millions five hundred thousand in a state
of brutal subjection to the avarice, lust, and power, of irrespousible masters,
and the rest shut out from every social privilege, on account of their connexion
(near or remote, it is the same) with the African race.”

8.~STATE OF FRELING IN BRITAIN TowARDs Britisr InpiIa.

The great subject of regret in reference to India, in Britain, has been
the want of feeling arising from ignorance of her inhabitants, resources,
and importance in a moral, political and commercial point of view. The
regret has still cause for existence, though not to the same extent. We
think there are indications in the state of feeling at home that India is
beginning to be better understood and more justly appreciated. The index
to this is found in the formation of Societies and Associations having gain or
improvement for their object. We lately read of the Society for ¢ the bet-
tering the condition of the Ryots of India,” ‘ For the improvement of the

VI 4
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growth of sugar and cotton,” and one or two more of a similar character ;
but that which is the surest index of a right temper is the present state of
religious feeling, which appears to have set in strongly towards India. The
fact is, the slave question is in some measure at rest as far as Britain is con-
cerned, and the srmpathy and energy which formerly forced the chain from
the limb of the Negro will soon hurl Jagannéth, and K4li, and all the abo--
minations of 8 Government-upheld idolatry to the ground. This feeling is
both strong and deep, and the source that feeds it is both inexhaustible
and too mighty to be easily stayed.

[

8.—DEPARTURE OF TRE GOVERNOR GENERAL AND SuiTe rFor THE Up-
PER PROVINCES.

The Governor General and suite embarked under salutes from the Fort
on the morning of the 20th ultimo, on their tour through the territories
of the Company.

The object of these visitations to the Native States is, we suspect, to
maintain friendly feelings, already promoted, towards the British Govern-
ment, and to excite them where they may not exist, as well as to investi-
gate and arrange the affairs of Government in all its civil and political
relations. How important then in such an embassy that Christianity should
be exhibited and represented in all its purity! May those to whom the
religious concerns of the suite are committed feel the importance of ex-
khorting all Yo be sanctified * before the heathen,”

10.—DEeATE oF SIR BENJAMIN MaLmIN.

‘We regret to announce the death of Sir B. Malkin, one of Her Majesty’s
Judges of the Supreme Court, after an illness of a few days. He died on
the evening of Saturday the 21st ultimo, and was interred with the cus-
tomary tokens of respect in the Cathedral on the evening of the following
day. Sir Benjamin Malkin was a retiring and devout but religiously
timid man. He was an upright judge, a man of considerable literary attain-
ments, and was much respected in the circle in which he moved. He is
the third Judge of the Supreme Court, now awaiting the resurrection
within the walls of the Cathedral. His companions in death are Sir Christo-
pher Puller and Sir Robert Blosset. How forcibly do the words of Watts
impress us in such instances of mortality — .

“ The wise, the low, thereverend head, must lie as low as ours!”

11.—FuNEraL SeamoN rop Mapess CHANDRA GHosH.

A Funperal Sermon was preached on Thursday evening, the 12th October,
at the Old Church, by Rev. Krishna Mohana Banarjy4, for his friend and
countryman, Mahesh Chandra Ghosh, from Rev. xiv. 13.

The attendance, we understand, was numerous, and the sermon pious.
Mahesh was one of the most promising and sincere converts from Hinduism
to Christianity, and was deserving of some special notice; but we doubt
the wiedom of such a step as the one recorded.
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II.—BOMBAY.

1.—ConvERsioN oF NATIVES.

On Sabbath day the 10th of September, two Mardth4 women, inmates of
the Native Poor’'s Asylum, were baptized by the Rev. Dr. Wilson, in the
General Assembly’s Mission-house ; and five respectable natives, four Hindus
and one Musalmén, were publicly received as catechumens, on expressing,
before an assembly of their countrymen and Europeans, their desire to le
received into the Christian church. The Muhammadan is a young man of
22 years of age, and the eldest surviving son of the late Nawab of Baroch,
who died in Bombay & few years ago. He has been subjected to much abuse,
and even violence, since he expressed his determination to forsake the faith
of his fathers ; but he has hitherto remained unmoved by the opposition which
he has experienced. May his convictions be strengthened and matured; and
in the consolations of the gospel, may he experience that peace which the world

can neither give nor take away !

11.—Lapies’ Scroor. SocieTy.

Ladies’ School Society for destitute and orphan children in copnection
with the Church of Scotland.—The Report is very interesting. We have
room for only the following cheering extract as to the result and the num-
bers attendant on the schools, which, both from the variety and the num- .

bers, is certainly pleasing.

Some of the results of the school, are, through the blessing of God, mos:
gratifying. The baptism of one of the scholars, and her subsequent marriage
to a Brahman convert to Christianity, were noticed in last report. Another of
her companions, who it is hoped is habitually under the influence of that divine
truth with which she is well acquainted, was baptized on the 4th May. Five
girls and adult women comnected with the institution, or lately introduced into
it from the other schools, have publicly solicited baptism from Dr. Wilson, and
will probably in due time be admitted into the visible church. Favorable im-
pressions have evidently been made on the minds of others, and particularly of
those who have made most progress in their learning. It will be now an ob-
ject to detain the girls at the school, till they nearly veach their womanhood,
that they may be preserved from those temptations which tzey would otherwise
be called to encounter. Should no better method of doing this suggest itself,
and should the funds of the institution admit of it, a small bounty, for their
encouragement, will be given on their needle-work.

The other female schools of the Mission in Bombay contain 125 girls; but
as a particular account of them wonld, mutatis mutandis, be the same as that
now given, there is no occasion for presenting it. The total number of girls a:
present in the schools, it will be observed, is 189%. They belong to different
castes, as the following table will show.

Protestants, (Converts,).......... 8 Kamaéthins, ................. 4
Roman Catholics, (Jndo-Portuguese,) 9 * Sonhrin,.........v oonnnen 1
JeWS, tovevivrvaressacnsnonsans 4 *Klosfr,..eeriiaeniinie cons 1
Musalmans, coeeeees sonceccosene 7 * Mélins,.. .... .. eeeaeenee 2
Paref, ..eo.ovevecesseseseeeses 17 *Dhobfos, ........ivnne.n 4
Hindbs (134) *S6l, ...l el 2

® Marbthins,...ooo coeovvereesaee 76 ®Madrdsf,.. oo vuivnineienen 1
* Bhand&rfng, ....cec0c0c00vees. 20 Bréhmanis, ..... 2
25

® Kolig)everoas sovetpencesnsoss 6 Mubdrfos,...oooiiieoennn.

_—

Total, 189



Metcorological Register, kept at the Surveyor General's Office, Caleutta, for the month of September, 1837.
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1IN THE PRESS,

AND SPEEDILY WILL BE PUBLISHED,

AN URDU VERSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT,
TRANSLATED FROM THE GREEK,

By the Missionaries 9 the London Missionary Sociely at Benares.

The object of the translators has been to prepare a version in that style of
language most generally understood by those to whom the Urdu or Hindus-
tani is vernacular, 'The translations hitherto in use have been found to be
in too high a style for the mass of the people, if’ not otherwise deficient. It
was therefore necessary to have a translation that might combine, as far as
possible, such a degree of simplicity as would render it intelligible to the
unlearned, and at the same time such a regard to classical purity, as would
make it acceptabte to the educated classes. These objects the translators
have endeavoured to meet, but in doing so have retained, as far as they could,
the renderings and phbraseology of previous versions; which they have
carefully collated with the Greek original and a number of the most approved
versions in various European languages.

The work, of which a specimen accompanies this notice, will not exceed
Three Rs. in price. Donations in aid of printing are solicited, in order to ena-
ble the translators to distribute gratuitously among the natives as maay as
possible, where such distribution may be thought desirable. Those who may
wish to subscribe for the work, are requested to send in their names, stating
what number of copies are required, to Mr. P, 8, D’Rozario, Church Mission
Press, to the Rev, T. Boaz, Union Chapel House, Dharamtola, Calcutta; or
to the Rev. J. A. Schurmann, Benares, to whom also may be sent contribu.

tions in aid of the publication,
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M‘CULLOCH ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

A Manual of English Grammar, Philosophical and Practical; with Exercises;
adapted to the Analytical Mode of Tuition, for the use of Schools, or of Pri-
vate Students, By the Rev. J. M. M‘Cullock, A. M., Minister of Kelso;
Author of ““ A Series of Lessons, in Prose and Verse, progressively arranged,”
““ A Course of Elementary Reading in Science and Literature,” &ec.

‘The object of (his little volume is to furnish a School-Grammar of the English tongue, sufficiently scientifie
in its principles and comprehensive in ils delails, to mneet the exigeocies of the present improved methods of
Elementary Teaching. An attempt is made to exhibit the various branches of the science, not only in their
proper order, butin their due aud relalive proportions ; and the work will be found muach more fall thaa any
olhelr in a deparunent which has of late justly attracted the particular attention of Teachers—the Derivation of
the langaage. ,

‘“We have not the least hesilation in saying, thatthis is by far the best Manual of English Grammar at this
moment extant. [t is decidedly at ouce more full, more complete, and more judicious than any similar work
with which we are acquainted. There is, besides, a familiarity and Plninness in the learned and reverend
author’s manner of conveying instraction in this little volume, and an anxiety to make bimself understood, in
which we may add he is eminently successful, that is exceedingly pleasing, and must be attended with the
very best eflects in promoting the important object which he aims at accomplishing.—Into each of the depart-
1ments new modes of illustration have been introduced, and in every instance these are singularly happy aod
judicious. Those that embrace etymology and derivation, in particular, are execated in a most masterly man-
ner.—We have no doubt whatever that Mr. M‘Culloch’s little Manual will supplant every other treatise of 2
similar nature now in use in the schools."’—Scolsman. -

“ In this valuable little work we have a clear and satisfactory exposition of the rules of grammar, illastrated
by their practical application. 'The anthor is evidently deeply versed in the philosophy of langnage, and his
opinions respecting dispated points are both original and just. The definitions and rules are characterized by a
brevity and rerspicuity which render them intelligible to the most ordinary understanding, and the work is at
once so philosophical and practical, that it may be perused with equal advantage by the teacher and by the
stadent. It is altogelher the most able and satisfactory of any elementary production of the kind with which
we are acquainted.” —Edinburgh Observer.

‘““ We have seldom perused a school-book with more pleasure, and certainly never with more profit, thaa
the Manual of English Grammar. The rules are distingaished for brevity and simplicity, and the illustrations
are obvious to the dullest comprehension. To teachers, and private students, we recommend it as tbe only work
of the kind which gives a complete and philosophical view of the English language.”” —Edinburgk Evening Post.

‘¢« We recommend the present Manaal for public leaching or privale study, as superior to any treatise of the
kind that has(p;receded it. It ouglt to be in the bands of every person who attempts to write the English
language.”’—Glasgow Free Press.

" The rules are remarkably perspicuous and well defined, aud the exercises are copious and admirably Gited
for the present advanced state of education. We are particularly pleased with the author’'s method of simpli-
fying lﬁe verb, and of freeing it from the obscurities which have hitherto defaced our school-grammars ; and
we are glad to see that that part of Lthe work which treats of the derivation of words, has received the atten-
tion so justly due to its importance. We may ventare to predict, that the reign of the crude and ill-digested
oompilations of former authors is now at an end.”’— Dumfries Courier.

¢ In this little yet comprehensive volume, the author has conveyed, in plain and pleasing language, an
epitome of the principles of English Grammar, as accurate and philosophical as it is simple and easily intelli-
gible. He has produced a work which must divest grammar of much of the repulsive character that it usually
presents to the reader, and which will, we do not hesitate 10 predict, very soon become widely popalar, and
supercede all the imperfect grammar-books now in use.’’—Aberdeen Observer.,

LESSONS ON THINGS,

Intended to improve Children in the Practice of Observation, Reflection, and
Description ; on the System of Pestalozzi, edited by John Frost, a. M. 1 re.

The following remarks on the work are extracted from the ‘‘ Quarterly Journal of Education.”

“* Thia little volume is a ‘ corrected and re-corrected’ edition of lessons actually given to children,
and, therefore, possesses a value to which no book made in the closet can lay claim, being the result
of actual experiment. The work consists of a number of lessons divided into five series ; beginning
with subjects the most easy and elementary, it gradually increases in difficulty, each successive step
being adapted to the mind of the child, as it acquires fresh stores of knowledge.

‘“ Every part of these lessons is interesting to the child, both on account of the active operation
into which his own mind is necessarily called by the sanrner in which the lessons are given; and also
by the attractive nature of many of the materin/s which form the subject of the lessons. In the
first and most elementary series, the pupil ie simply taught to make a right nse of his organs of sense,
and to exercise his judgment so far only as relates to the objects aﬁ;ut him ; and accordingly the
matter brought before him at this stage, is such that its obvious properties can be discovered and
deacribed by a child who has acquired a tolerable knowledge of his mother tonyue.”

i.’.

’J:J’UJ Tytler’s Elements of General History, Ancient and Modern. to which are added a

= _Table of Chronology, and a comparative view of Ancient and Modern Geography, with
Professor Nares' Cnntinuation to 1820. Translated into Hindustani by L. Dacosta, 3 vols. 4to.
price reduced to 12 rs.

TODD’S JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY,

Abridged by Thos. Rees, LLp. 7.5.L. Pocket edition, in neat roan, at one rupee six as. per zopy.
A liberal allowance to wholesale purchasers.

P. S. D’ROZARIO.



ENGLISH, BANGALY AND HINDUSTANI DICTIONARY
IN THE ROMAN CHARACTER,
WITH .
WALKER'S PRONUNCIATION OF ALL THE DOUBTFUL OR DIFFICULT
ENGLISH WORDS.

PRICE.
To Non-Subscribers, common paper, in cloth binding, ...... Ceeviaaaren sieeee. ColsRe. 10

€25 A liberal Allowance made to Benevolent Institutions and poor Studeénts,

Subscribers who may not have received their copies are respectfully: requeeted to apply -to
P. 8. D'ROZARIO.

Church Mission Press, July 8, 1837.

From the G yananneshun, June 8, 1836,

We have been kindly favored with a copy of the 15t part of a Dictionary in' English, Bangili and
Hindastdni, in the Roman character, to be published in four parts by Mr. P. S. D'Rozario, of the
Charch Mission Press. We are sorry we could not afford time to examine the contents of the work
with that attention which an undertakiig of so great importance demands. We shall therefore, for
the present, content ourselves with quotinig the opinions pronounced upon it by two of the most
eminent critics in India—the Rev. Dr. Mill and the Rev. Mr. Yates.

Opinion of the Rev. Dr. Mill, Principal of Bishop's College.
““ From my inspection of the first part of the Dictionary, I am' fully enabled to say that the
adaptation of both Bangdll and Hinddstdni words to the English, seem to be made with care and
Jjodgment,—and the work is, in my opinion, calculated to be extensively useful.”

Opinion of the Rev. W. Fates, compiler of Grammars of the Sanscrit and Hindiistdni languages.

““1 am happy to see that Mr. D'Rozario has advanced so far in the printing of his Dict'iom'ary,
and judging of the other parts by the first, I think it will do him great credit. He has displayed
considerable skill in the plan which he has adopted, and in the interpretation of the words which he
has given both in Béngdli and Hinddstinf. The work will be alike useful to Europeans and
Natives: to the former in the stady of the Bdngdli and Hinddstdni, and to the latter in the study
of the English. To both these cldsses it may be safely recommended as calculated to afford them
that assistance which they require. A Dictionary of the kind was much needed, and [ hope Mr.
D'Rozario will realize a sufficient number of subscribers to remunerate him for the great labor he
has taken in its compilation. A pérson disposed to be hypercritical might find many faults with the
work, but to sach individaal it is sufficient to say,—Let him who condemns it try to produce a
better.” , '

From the Reforter, June 5, 1836.

Sometime ago we published the prospectus of this useful work, and recommended it to the atten-
tion of the public. We have now before us a portion of it which the Compiler has kindly sent for
our inspection, The plan of the work _is a9 follows. The consecutive order of words adopted by
Dr. Johnson with their meanings as given in the smaller editions of the Doctor's work, is strictly
adliered to, and accents and parts of speech denoted by proper marks. Then follow the Béngalf and
Hindistani definitions or rather translations of the definitions given by Johnson, with such modifica-
tions as the idiom of these languages réquires. The Roman character, according to the scheme of
Mr. Trevelyan, is adopted for the expréssion of these Oriental languages, so that to a European
who understands English this work will afford a ready and eéasy means of acquiring a tolerable know-
ledge of these languages. To the Natives of the country, few of whom know both the Hindistdn{
and the Béngalf well, this Dictionary will afford a ready and easy means of acquiring a tolerable
kncwledge of these languages which no other plan could easily supply. The immediate Juxtaposi-
tion of these two sister langonages in which the same sounds are very frequently used with but little
variation, will be an excellent key to the etymology of many terms the origin of which are scarcely
known to the generality of the people; end therefore the terms themselves are frequently misap-
plied by them. .

From the Friend of India, June 9, 1836.

We lLave received the first of the four numbers of this Dictionary, compiled with great labour
and accuracy by Mr. D'Rozario, which we beg to recommend to all those who patronize the acqui-
sition of Béngdli and Hindustén{ through the Roman alphabet. There is nothing, in our opinion, to
object to in the work, but the Romanization of the Native words, and the horns and tails, by which
our fine characters are caricatured to represent Bingdli and Hindustdn{ words. The Dictionary is
very full ; it gives first the original word; then the meaning in English, and lastly, the interpreta-
tion in B4ngélf and Hinddst4ni, the one in Roman, and the other in Italic characters, for the sake
of clearness. As far as we have had leisure to examine the philological execution of the work, it
appears to possess much merit.

From the Calcutta Christian Intelligencer for July, 1837,

Tlere is every thing to recommend this work. To the Englishman it affords a ready key to these
lapguages ; to the Native Student, for whose use it is primarily intended, it affords a ready and easy
means of acquiring a knowledge of two foreign languages. It extends its usefulness to three classes,
while its cheapness brings it within the veach of all, from which circumatancos it is likely to com-
mand ap extensive circulation.



SAILOR'S HHOME.

The Committee of *“ The Seilor's Home'’ beg to call the attention of the hene-
volent public to the claims of this institution. The object of the Societyis to protect
Seamen from the many ills to which they are exposed, and to provide a refuge for
them in the port of Calcutta, ond in every way to advance their present and future
intevests.

Subseriptions and donations will be thankfully received by the Secretaries, Rev.
T. Bonz, and J. W, Alexander, Esq. Caleutta.

THE ORIENTAL CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR

Is published at Bombay at the commencement of every month. Each num-
ber contains from forty to fifty closely printed pages. The subscription for one
year, payable on the publication of the fourth number, is to the publicin general
nine rupees, and to private soldiers, and to natives of India of all classes attend-
ing any seminary of education, six rupees.

The following are the subjects on which communications for the magazine are
iuvited. 1. Christian Doctrines. 2. Christian Duties. 3. Benevolent Societies.
4. Missionary and other Philanthropic Exertions, 5. Progress and Promotion of
Education, especially on Christian Priuciples. 6. Illustrations of the Sacred
Scriptures, 7. Translations of the Bible. 8. Biographical Notices of Eminent
Christians connected with India. 9. Biographical Notices of remarkable Native
Characters in ancient and modern times. 10. Moral Statisties of India. 11,
Munners, Customs, and Superstitions of the Natives. 12, Extracts from the
Vedas, Purénas, and Shdstras. 13. Native Proverbs. 14. Removal of Impedi-
ments to the Conversion and Civilization of the Natives, as the Goveroment
Countenance of Idolatry, the Unchristian Conduct of Europeans, &c. 15. Pub-
lications connected with India. 16. Antiquities of India. 17. Geography of
India. On all these topics many valuable articles have appeared in the Magazine
during the last eight years.

The work is conducted on the general principles of evangelical religion. The
doctrinal views which it advocates are those of the Reformers of the sixteenth,
and of the Puritans of the seventeenth, century, as embodied in the standards of
the established churches of Great Britain, and of other orthodox communions.
No editorial papers on the forms of church government are inserted ; while li-
berty is granted to correspondents to treat of them, in a spirit of Christian cha-
rity, when circnmstances may appear to render it necessary or expedlent.

To persons residing without the bounds of Bombay, the magazine is forwarded
by the ordinary Post, or Banghy, except whea. specnal orders to the contrary are
given to the Agent. The postage to all the stations in Imha, varies from four to
six annas a number.

Should the now cheap rate of its transmission throughout the country, lead to
a considerable increase of the subscribers, particularly in the Presidencies of
Madras and Bengal, a regular supply of intelligence connected with the spread
of the gospel, and the other topics treated of, will be procured from Europe by
way of Egypt, and regularly communicated ; and the work will be enlarged in
size, without any additional charge being made.

Orders may be addressed to Mr. W: Chapman, the Agent to the Magazine,

" Ambrolie, Bombay. October, 1837.
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