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FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

I. That the Carcurra Cmristian OBsERVER be established on
those evengelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the
16th century were agreed.

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

I1I. That the Editors, who are of different religious denominations,
shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to modify or
reject all communications which may appear contrary to the above
Rules.

The Proprietors of the CALcOTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, with a view to eco-
pomize the profits of the periodical, in order to be enabled to offer a larger con-
tribution, if possible, than heretofore in aid of the important and benevolent objects
of the Calcutta Chbristian Tract and Book Society, have made arrangements with
Mr. G. C. Hay, the Depositary of that Society, for the publishing and issuing of
the C. C. O. from the lst January, 1838 ; from which date the Editors request
that all commaunications to their address may be made and subscriptions for-
warded through Mr. G. C. Hay, Y9, Dharamtallah : who also will regularly trans.
mit the monthly numbers, as they appear, to the subscribers. - The Editors respect-
fully request that subscribers chunging their stations will kindly notify the same
to Mr. Hay.

Messrs. Thacker and Co. will, after the issue of the present No. for December,
1837, make up and transfer the accounts, &c. of the C. C. O. to Mr. Hay; who
is hereby empowered to receive and acknowledge such subscriptions as shall con-
tinue to be unpaid at the end of the present year, and onward. ,

It is ‘earnestly hoped that subacribers will, in consideration of the disinterested
purposes to which the entire profits of the C. C. O. are devoted, endeavour as
soon as practicable to pay up all arrears of subscription, as well as the advance
for the ensuing year 1838.

EDITORIAL NOTICES.

The second paper of ‘* on the character and influence of Mahomedanism has
been received. Also, the four papers entitled ‘Paul's Prayers arswered,’ from
'y L."

The Review, by ¢ Cinsurensis,” of Bishop Corrie’s Sermons, unavoidably post-
poned till the Javuary number; as also * The Calcutta Monthly Missionary
Address.”” The lines on ** Religion,” from *S,"” those from ‘' B" on a Mis-
gionary’s embarkation, and those from * J. L. Shuck,” are under consideration.

‘Many thanks to ¢ihos for his excellent paper ou the Old Year.

dent

From an anony Corresp

The attention of the Editors of Yo¢Caleutta Christian Observer is requested to

a Puper in the Calcutta Christiay (- flligencer for October, aunouncing the offer

of a premium of 1,000 Rupees, :¢r an essay in Urdu on the evidences of Christi-

apity, &c. As the object is one which the Editors have at heart, they will Le

Lappy to have it in their power to give more extensive publicity to the offer, by
_wmoticipg it in their Magazine. :
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1.—O0n the wan! of Missionary Success.

We had received a letter signed ¢ O,” with the above title, almost
at the same moment with a small tract lately issued from the
Madras Press, bearing this inscription—¢¢ Thoughts on preaching
the gospel to the Heathen, and on the cause of the want of suc-
cess.” The coincidence of two individuals, almost at the same
moment, taking up the same subject and both in a tone of despon-
dency, is sufficiently remarkable. A third simultaneous deprecia-
tion of ¢ the present system of missions,” in another tract intended
to exhibit the ¢ defects of that system,” has just been met by ¢ the
pen of a ready writer” in the Madras Christian Herald for Octo-
ber. Now, whatever be the ground, existing or alleged to exist, for
charges on the one hand, or for despondency on the other, it well
behoves the friends of missions to give a most heedful attention to
observations from any quarter, which either involve censure that
can be shewn to be undeserved, or point out defects which may be
removed, or suggest improvements that are really such and can be
carried into effect. We cordially assent to the sentiment of our bro-
ther Editor in the Herald,that it would be amanifest and unpardon-
able inconsistency and sheer hypocrisy, in the conductors or friends
of missionary enterprize, to be provoked to anger when the
faults real or supposed are pointed out, whether of themselves
as agents, or of the system which they administer. To be ready to
give to every man a reason for our procedure and for the hope that
is in us of its propriety and ultimate success, is clearly the duty
of every one engaged in the holy warfare of the cross, in this land
of heathen darkness and superstition, and that ¢ with meekness of
wisdom.” Yet must it not be forgotten, too, ¢ that those who as-
sume to themselves the office of cangers, should inviolably adhere
to truth in their accusations,” animadversions and remarks.

The position assumed by ‘O’ and the two tract writers, is sub-
stantially the same (various, indeed, as is the spirit in which they
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626 On the want of Missionary Success. [DEc.

write.) namelv—that the success of missionary efforts in India
has been so incommensurable with the labour, men and money ex-
pendced thereon, as to force upon the mind the conviction that, in
some way or other, we have been wrong in the aim or manner of
their application ; that there has been error, or defect, or over-
sight somewhere, and that we are loudly ecalled upon to ascertain
where the fault actually lies. “O’ ¢ is willing to take for granted
that there is no blame to be imputed to any of the bodies of men
that have,” from Carey down, followed in the track of missionary
enterprize in India. < Cause however there is” he writes, * for
great searching of heart. The small success which has attended the
efforts made, affords matter for deep and solemn consideration.
What can be the cause ? 1 am willing to believe that in the gene-
rality of cases better men and better measures could not have been
chosen.” 1 feel myself, he says, « the last man in the world to find
fault with either the missionaries or their doings. 1 have the
happiness of knowing not a few of the former, and I not only
admire and love them, but have confidence in the wisdom of all
their plans.” <Is the want of success then, to be resolved
wholly and solely into the sovereign will of God ?”  This despon-
ding writer evidently inclines to the afirmative ; for he asks fur-
ther, ¢ What then is the duty of the church of Christ in this
case ? Is it its business still to maintain its place in the land,
and to go forward in the same path in which it has hitherto been
proceeding > Let us inquire into what the Apostles would
probably lLizve done in the same circumstances. I think it is ob-
vious, from the whole history of their acts, that they would never
have continued in any one place beyond a limited time, when
success was denied them. When the gospel was not received in
one city or country, they invariably went to another.” * Now what
is the inference ?  The generality of missionary stations in this
country have been occupied for periods of 10, 20, 30, and even
40 years, and what has been done?  Universal report says
ALMOST NO1HING, and universal belief is, that if all the foreign
Missionaries and their resources were immediately withdrawn
from the country, one year would scarcely elapse before any
thing that now appears to wear the semblance of vifal Chris-
tienity amony the natives would vanish entirely.” It is singu-
lar how almost verbally this sweeping assertion coincides with the
question of the writer of the defects, &c., viz. ¢ if Europeans
guitted South India (where and of which he writes as < O” does
chiefly of Bengal) to-morrow, how many converted Native
Christians would there remain in six months from their last
departure £

Now we deny the assumption. God forbid that we should be so
far given over to a spirit of confident vanity as to be blind to the
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admitted and deeply lamented fact, that the numerical amount
of conversions has bcen and yet is exceedingly small, and the
character of native Christianity extremely frail and defective.
But we do nevertheless advisedly contend, that the success of
missionary labour has not been by any means either so small or
so imperfect as to give ground for despondency, much less for an
abandonment of the field altogether : this would be to our judg-
incnt as precipitate and unwise in us as it would be in a young
colony, after the trial of but a few seasons, to relinquish the fields
that with few and feeble hands they had not yet even half
cleared or worked, because that which they found but lately an
impenetrable jungle or a howling waste, did not at once put on
the appearance of the smiling fields, and waving valleys, and ver-
dant downs of their father-land, that had been cultivated for ages
—or as if, because the first few seasons they had experienced had
not been so propitious as were anticipated—because a blight had
passed over their ripening corn, or the clouds had refused a suffici-
ency of fruitful showers, or any other of the occasional agricultural
calamities, to which all climes and soils are alike liable, had befallen
them, they should at once give up in-despair, to perpetual neglect
and barreness a land that, with a little longer patient toil and
vigorous effort, might come to blossom as the garden of the Lord,
even as Eden.

We cannot overlook the fact that any saving resultsfrom the three
years of our Saviour’s own public ministry (to saynothing ofhis more
private instructions and the influence of his personal converse and
character previously, in the more confined circles of hisfamily con-
nexions and place of abode,) though %e spake as never man spake,
and had the Spirit without measure, and, knowing what was in man,
liad such inappreciable advantages for adapting his lessons to the
circumstances and condition, exterior and mental, of his auditors,
was very small indeed. With the addition of the twelve, whom he
kept in immediate connexion with himself, and the seventy whom he
sent over all the cities of Judah, he and they together had been so
little successful that after his resurrection, the Apostles and seven-
ty included,** the number of the names together™ of those that clave
to him and to his doctrine was only about * one hundred and twen-
ty. |” But while we make this observation, cogent as it is, we are in
nowise disposed to rest the snccess of past missionary effort, in In-
dia, on the number and character of actual conversions. I'o re-
sume the agricultural illustration drawn from a young colony—it
is not the amount of produce, actually raised and exported, within
the first few years of its establishment that can determine the
success and value of the establishment ; for that may be very small
indeed er nothing. But, to do justice to the colony and to the sys-
tem on which it has been conducted, we must estimate the charac-

4L 2



628 On the want of Missionary Success. [Dec.

ter of the soil as fruitful or otherwise, the degree to which it was pre-
viously free from wood and jungle, the quantity of deposit from the
overflow of rivers &c., whose noisome exhalations rendered the cli-
mate unhealthy, the facility of transport, the amount of actual la-
bour thathas been available, the funds that have. not nominally but
really, been applied to the object, the measure in which the bene-
fit of civil rule and fostering authority has been enjoyed, the con-
tinuity of effort used, and various other most important elements
of colonial success. Nor, less in like manner, must we, in esti-
mating the success of missionary enterprize, take into consideration
the previous state of the heathen and other natives of India ; the
system of misrule and oppression on the one hand, and of debas-
ing superstition on the other by which they have for ages upon ages
been deteriorating ; the strength of their educational prejudices and
national usages ; the influence of a crafty, covetous and immoral
priesthood ; the master chain of caste, that best contrived instru~
ment of Satan for the enslaving of the bodies and souls alike of his
hapless victims; the small number of missionaries that have as yet
been sent forth, and the large proportion even of those that have
sunk, at once or very early, under the climate and the ravaging di-
seases that prove so adverse to European life ; the number also that
have returned, from inability to stand against these ; the difficulty
of acquiring a familiarity with languages and notions so diverse
from the forms of speech, associations and practices and modes of
argumentation prevalent in the west ; the subtilty with which the
natural urwillingness of man to submit his understanding and yield
his heart and resign his selfishness and conform his life to the
teaching and influence and claims and commands of the Almighty
Creator, Iras learned to apply the metaphysical absurdities and
false assumptions of an artfully contrived philosophy and lying
code of observances, to meet and neutralize the solemn and holy
authority of the Scriptures of truth ; the engrained persuasions of
a superstition of ages, that has ever associated civil respectability
and estimation among men with its miscalled religious observances
and monstrous rites ; and, we blush to add it, the serlous obstacles
to the reception of Christianity formed by the countenance and
support given (from whatever political motives)to heathen idola-
tries, and the positive impediments thrown in the way of missionary
enterprize, by a Christian Government, and most of all perhaps by
the reckless, undevout, profane, impure, rapacious and luxurious
lives of professed Christians—Oh 1t is awful to think of the unde-
niable effect which these last kave had, till of late almost uncheck-
ed, and yet continue to have, to a most fearful extent in impeding
the course of truth and righteousness! When all the foregoing
are taken into the account, we hold it to be within the limits of
sober inference and fair deduction that, so far from Missions in
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India having been almost a failure, it is rather a marvel they
have had any success at all—a moral miracle, beyond all question
greater than any physical one, that even a few hundreds or thou-
sands here and there, in the few districts occupied by missionaries,
have been gathered into the blessed fold of the Redeemer.

But we go further—and we are happy to take ¢ O himself with
us. He writes—¢* much, it may be said, has been done of prepa-
ratory work. T'his I admit, nor would I for a moment despise
such labours nor speak lightly of them. The translation of the
scriptures, the education of the people, and the giving to them of
a knowledge of the word of God—much, very much of all which
has been done—are matters of vast import and grounds of the
most lively joy. ¢ But,” he strangely adds, ‘¢ this is not the ques-
tion ; of preparatory work, the scriptures say nothing. T'he all-
important and essential thing with them is conversion, and with no-
thing less than this can the church of Christ remain contented.”
God forbid it ever should ! But what then? Does not the Scrip-
ture speak of ¢ first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn
in the ear ” Does it mot caution us ¢ not to despise the day of
small things?” Does it not expressly teach us that we are to
declare the mind of God ¢ whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear ?”  Does it not speak of the gospel being ¢ a
savour of death to some, while it is a savour of life to others?”
Does it not again and again enjoin the duty of patience on the
spiritual labourer ? insisting that ‘- he sbould be apt to teach,
patient, instructing even those that eppose themselves,” and
‘ labouring by all means to save some #” Are Missionaries con-
verters 2 or are they but servants of the Spirit ? instruments in
the hand of God, earthen vessels, though charged with the convey-
ance of heavenly treasures? And, asthe gospel is addressed to free
agents, to those who may will to come or refuse to come to Christ
and be saved, is it not implied in the very nature of the thing that
missionary labour may often bein vain ? And unless the acquisition
of foreign languages, the translation of the Scriptures into them,
and the qualifying of youth especially to profitby them when so
translated, by the labours of the school—unless these may be com-
passed intuitively or by inspirationand miraculous energy, how can
it,with any regard to common consistency, besaid that the Scripture
knows nothing of preparatory work ? Unless, I say, the Scripture
holds out the expectation of extraordinary and mirvaculous gifts
and powers, it must then ever be impossible to obey the last behest
of the rising Saviour, and ¢ go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature,” except those preparatory labours be
submitted to by which the way to ultimate success is paved.
Was not Judaism itself a preparatory dispensation intended to
precede, usher in, and facilitate the after-progress of the gospel ?
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Was not the Baptist sent “ to prepare the way of the Lord and to
make his paths straight ? to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord 7" Is not the catechisation of the young too, a preparative
for His service ? Are not all the labours, in fine, of the school
and the press, and numerous others, so many necessary and most
valuable preparatives for ministerial success even at home ?
We cannot but feel convinced that ‘O’ has greatly mistaken
his way in this matter, and has overlooked the invariable con-
nexion between the means and the end established as well in
grace as in providence, in the spiritual and moral as well as
in the natural and physical world. Otherwise he would never
have talked so slightingly of preparatory work, or imagined it
to be disregarded in the Scriptures. “ But scriptural conver-
sions,” continues ¢ ¢ have been very rare; and if this be
s0, can it with any truth be said that Christianity has made
that progress in the country which will warrant these men
«f God (the missionaries) to continue their residence in it,
rather than to imitate the Apostles in going to other lands to pro-
claim Christ? Let them candidly say whether the apostles
would have acted as they are now doing—continuing year after
vear in places where hardly a single convert is made, and when
he is made, is in the majority of cases, a doubtful character.”

Of what the Apostles might do in our circumstances, we think
it requires few words to prove we can be very indifferent judges.
They were men of extraordinary endowments, with an extraordi-
nary commission to establish the very foundations of a new dis-
pensation ; the conduct therefore which ¢hey might have adopted,
who had the power of discerning the spirits of men, possessed a
foresight of the future, in many cases, and were always under a
direct inspiration, can pever be a rule to those who, with only the
ordinary qualifications merely of spiritually enlightened and sanc-
tified men, are left to address themselves, in the common way of
dealing with their fellow-men to natural reason, conscience and
affection, by the simple exhibition of the word and message of
God, meeting objection by argument, softening down prejudice by
kindness and goodness of character, and conciliating regard to
themselves and attention to their message by the force of moral
suasion alone.

1t may doubtless be a matter for serious and prudent consider-
ation, when the lahourers are few, the fields wide and local circum-
stances variously favorable or unfavorable, whether a Mission-
ary should continue, year after year for a long period of time, to
occupy a particular locality in which little or no result of actual
conversion or substantial preparatory advantage has appeared ;
but, in the absence of inspired tuition, who shall determine what
may be decmed a sufficient trial ? It is not so clear that the Apos-
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tles were directed by the Baviour to remove from any place when
unsuccesful, or that they in practice so interpreted his instructions
—these went only to the length of departing from a city in which
they were not received ; i. e. were not allowed to preach and convert
the people; and to this interpretation corresponds the actual
procedure of St. Paul and his fellow apostles ; who do not appear
ever to have left a city or place merely because unsuccessful, but
in consequence of a persecution that drove them forth to seek a
more favorably inclined people. Such is clearly the detail through-
out the Acts of the apostles. The proposition of ¢ O’ may be
tested too, by applying it to the case of a minister of a Christian
congregation. How many such have laboured for years, nay for
awhole life in some cases, without any large apparent success or
with none at all? We know how much many good and devoted men
have suffered under this deep affliction, who like our desponding
friend ¢ O,” have been ready to say with the prophet ¢ I have la-
boured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in
vain ;" “who hath believed our report and to whom ia the arm
of the Lord revealed ?” Would such now have been justified in
abandoning the barren flock and consigning it to a famine of the
word of God? or has not the universal consent of all wise and
good men ever encouraged rather the patient and believing
conclusion of the same prophet whose complaint had been so ap-
plicable—*¢ Surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work
with my God ?”

And, if we come to experience,—take the modern instances of the
Moravians in Greenland and Labrador, and of the missions to the
South Seas. In each case it was not until after some twenty years
of fruitless labour, without even or with no more than a solitary
conversion or so, that results, which are amongst the most striking
in the history of the Church of Christ, appcared. Now, had the
period, say of 10 or 15 or 20 years, been previouly fixed upon as
the limit of patient successless endeavour atter conversion, and had
the missionaries, when that was expired, finally left their respec-
tive spheres, and consigned the wretched population to all the
perpetuated miseries of their blind and demoralized condition,
who does not, in the full light of subsequent facts, most clearly see
how awfully they would have mistaken the times and the seasons,
which we are assured if is not for us to know, since they are in
God’s own hand alone? This reasoning is to us the only safe
mode of treating the case supposed, and 1its application to India
is spontaneousinany mind : we cannot be mistaken in making it.
Do we need to be reminded that the Lord’s ways are not as our
ways ? and that the fo us most promising subjects are often those
which most miserably disappoint our expectations ?

Our excellent friend ¢ O assures us, and we believe him, that
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“his heart is very sad in the thought of this country being for.
saken by all the men of God who preachinit: and that he could
weep day and night in the very prospect.” In good sooth so could
we too : and no doubt the whole church would have reason to
weep likewise, not only for the heathen who should then be left to
perish untaught, unblest, unsaved, but for itself that should be
so far deluded in its short-sighted reasonings upon the things that
¢« the Father hath kept in his own hands™ and unrevealed, as to
shut up their hapless brethren in the prison of blindness and sin,
because the manner and kind of success we decide upon, as alone
to be admitted. has not followed upon the preaching, for a few
vears of a few feeble missionaries, imperfectly versed in the lan-
guages and acquainted with the character and habits of thinking
of a race estranged for ages from truth and virtue alike !

But then comes the author of the Thoughts, &c., and settles
the whole question for us in a summary manner indeed, by de-
claring that ¢ preaching to the heathen without miracles seems
to him like pelting stones at a wall to throw it down !! ™

We need scarcely insist, for that must be apparent to every
reader of his tract, that the sole argument which it presents in
support of the above extraordinary dictum, proceeds altogether
upon the same position we have already shewn to be untenable,
viz. that the mode of carrying on an exfraordinary mission by
men of extraordinary endowments, possessed of miraculous gifts
and energies, must in all cases be the mode of prosecuting the
ordinary toil of moral suasion by common men of only ordinary
natural endowments and acquired qualifications. Before this can
be assumed, it must be clearly shewn that scripture warrants the
expectation of an uninterrupted inspiration, a continuous power of
working miracles and discovering spirits, in the church. And if it
caonot be shewn that these supernatural influences have been so
enjoyed in all ages from the ascension, then it must be clearly shewn
at least that they were no¢ voluntarily withdrawn by the Lord of
the church, but are judicially withheld in punishment of its
weakness of faith and default of prayer for their repossession—for
such is the potion of the tract writer. Now till this is shewn, we
bold to the assured belief of the whole church in all ages, that
miracles were intended merely for the authorization and support of
the first promulgators of a new dispensation of God ; and, with
the same design, to meet the supposition of collusion, were also
granted to some among their first converts, for a time only—that
when that design was accomplished, they ceased, and a divine reli-
gion. once legitimately proved to be such, was left to work its moral
way afterwards in the ordinary way of moral teaching and suasion
in the hands of men of ordinary endowments alone; men made to
bear upon the great object of the conversion of their fellow-men
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only by the inward moving graceof the Spiritof God upontheirown
hearts and minds first, and then, with and through the word of the
gospel, faithfully preached by them, on the understandings, consci-
ences, and affections of those to whom they are sent. Such has been
the continuous belief of the whole church, an occasional enthusiast
or visionary here and there excepted; and the manifest delusions,
contradictions, false prophesyings, and speedy final disappear-
ance of these solitary exceptions, do well support the assured per-
suasion that these were in serious error, deceived or deceiving, or
both at once. ¢* Plead not the want of miraculous testimony to
achieve our triumphs over the heathen world,” says an able wri-
ter, “ we want it not ! Miracles, much as they have been ex-
tolled, are below the spirit of our dispensation and inadeqrate
to its purposes ; they may strike the vulgar sense. they cannot
speak to the soul and convert the debased devotee from dumb idols
to the living God. No; we do not want miracles and we must
not wait for them ! Our means are perfect ; the promise is per-
fect. Defect is with ourselves and with ourselves alone ! we
have only wanted to possess abundantly more the spirit of wis-
dom, of faith, and of power*.” And another, just lost to us, writes;
¢ The ¢command of the great Head of the church is, < Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature’ When a
minister engages in this duty with spiritucl understanding and
a meek and lowly heart, whilst he is delivering the truth in love,
the conversion of sinners will usually manifest the presence with
him of the Great Head of the church. This attestation accompa-
mies the word and will continue to accompany it to the end of
the world. © We need no other. The expectation of any sensi-
ble and miraculous manifestation whatever in the government
of the Redeemer, until his final eoming to judge the world, seems
altogether incompatible with the spiritwal nature of his king-
dom. ¢ This man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sin, sat
down on the right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till his
enemies be made his footstool !” and how will this be accomplish-
ed ? By the rod of his power out of Zion, the sharp two-edged
sword of his word in the hand of Jehovah the Spirit+.”

St. Paul declares that it was < by the foolishness of preach-
ing,"—those very means which impostors and scoffers and vision-
aries alike deem such, simply because so apparently, as they ima-
gine, inadequate to the contemplated result,—that it pleased God
to save them that believe.” ‘I'he gospel, by its own iunate energy,
the energy of the Spirit whose it is, and ever accompanied by his
gracious movement-on the minds and hearts of the hearers, re-

* Dr. A. Reed’s Sermon before the London Missionary Society on
 Eminent Piety essential to Eminent Usefulness.”

+ Bishop Corrie’s Chiarge to the Clergy of Madras.
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ceived and applied by faith, is the grand means in the divine hand
of converting the world.  The argument thay asserts the neces-
sity of continued miracles destroys itself besides, by going too far.
For. if the keathen must see the manifestation of the power of
God before they can be expected or required to believe the gospel*
and to receive those who bear it as from Him, the nominal Chris-
tian of Europe may make precisely the same demand and with
the same reason. For why should the one be required to reccive
the scriptures as the word of God. only on the credit of tradition-
ary and historical testimony, and the other put in a larger claim ?
Evidently the peasant of France, or Germany, or England, and
the rivat of Bengal or the Carnatic, stand precisely on equal
terms as to this matter ; both are alike capable of being carefully
instructed in the doctrines of the gospel, and in the #ruth of his-
tory by which the miracles and other wonderful attestations to
the authenticity and divinity of the Bible, are supported. Age,
distance and colour can make no substantial difference in their
condition or responsibilities. And then if each nation, so each
town, and village, and hamlet,—nay each separate individual of the
whole human race may as justly claim the personal conviction of
miracles to justify or command his belief ! This argument cannot
be mystified or set aside—it is manifest and incontestable.

But it is clear too that our Lord himself contemplated the cessa-
tion of miracles, when in a tone of gentle reproach for his incre-
dulity, he said to Thomas—** Because thou hast seen me thou
hast believed, Thomas ? Blessed are they that have 7ot scen
and vet have believed :” insinuating the greafer, because more
moral and therefore more acceptable, exercise of faith on sufficient
grounds of testimony and moral evidence alone, without the sen-
sible exhibition of supernatural powers. Rabbi Tanchum, quoted
in A. Clarke’s Com. in loco. thus beautifully expresses ¢ the im-
portance and excellency of implicit faith in the testimony of
God :—*“ Rabbi Simeon Ben Lachish saith, the proselyte (or
Gentile judaist) is more beloved by the holy blessed God than
that whole crowd that stood before Mount Sinai ; for unless they
had heard the thunderings, and seen the flames and lightning,
the hills trembling, and the trumpets sounding, they would not
have received the Law. But the proselyte hath seen nothing of
all this, and yet he hath come in, devoting himself to the holy
blessed God, and hath taken upon him the yoke of the kingdom
of heaven.”

Assuredly such an economy as calls forth the exercise of a moral
belief, is both more consonant with the order of Providence general-
ly, and more agrceable to the purely spiritual system of Clristianity.
At its first establishment indeed, the exhibition of miraculous
powers was not only expedient but perhaps necessary, in order
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to set aside the Mosaic economy that had been infroduced with
supernatural attestations, attestations which had frequently, too,
been given to it, at different periods of its continuance. A peo-
ple like the Jews, at once gross and accustomed to rely upon
the miraculous establishment and support of their traditionary
system, could scarcely have been wrought upon by any other
than a similar display of the divine power—it was consistent
therefore and just thatit should be made. For the Gentile na-
tions too, of that and of all succeeding ages, it was necessary to
lay, once for all, a sufficient groundwork for faith in the Christian
system as a revelation from the God of the whole earth. This
was accordingly done, and having been done, it is the part of
mankind every where and in all time, to submit their understand-
ings, their hearts and their lives alike to the teaching, influence
and commands of God, communicated in and by a system of reli-
gious and moral truth once incontestibly evidenced to be from
him, by evidence which they are all alike capable of being taught,
of comprehending and of feeling.

That miracles are not for moral suasion is not only certain
from their nature, but evident from our Saviour's distinct assurance.
< 1f they believe not Moses and the prophets neither will they be
persuaded though one arose from the dead.” And assuredly if
Christ’s miracles, so many and so stupendous, enforced by his
holy, benevolent, and remarkable character, and accompanied by
his incomparable teaching, failed to produce not conversion only
but conviction in the men of his day, it would be idle beyond
expression to expect any that we could work, had we the power,
should have a greater efficiency. Clearly, however, as the assur-
ance of our Lord; and uniform facts testify, miracles have no
suasive, conversive power—that is not their end and purpose.
No. It is ‘“the word of the Lord that is perfect, converting
the soul” Tt is ¢ the testimony of the Lord that is sure (of its
end), making wise the simple.” 1t is ¢* the commandment of the
Lord, that is pure, enlightening the eyes.” Itis ‘¢ the word of
the Lord, that is quick and powerful, sharper than any two-
edged sword, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.” The already putrid body of a dead Lazarus might be
raised, and those who saw the fact yet turn away in mere asto-
nishment, or stupid indifference, or with mischievous purpose
carry the tidings to a degenerate priesthood, who, defermined not
to be convinced, only raged the more furiously, and contrived
with more malicious craft the destruction of him who wrought
the stupendous wonder, until they finally cut bim off from the
earth ; while a single sermon of the erewhile timid Peter pricked
three thousand, in one morning, to the heart and brought them,

under a moral operation of truth penetrating the conscience and
4 M2
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the will. to crv ¢ Men and brethren, what must we do to be sav-
ed 7" If one should insist it was the miraculous appearance of
the cloven tongues that effected this—we deny it ; when they saw
that they only ** mocked, saying, these men are full of new wine ?”
But when the Spirit © gave them utterance,” and they declared
and expounded the truth of Jesus and the Scriptures, then was
the force of moral suasion. the intrinsic converting power of the
Goxpel, shewn in the moral result that followed.  And =0 it has
ever been. Tt is when truth gains an entrance into the thoughts
and turns them inward on the soul itself, that sinners are convert-
ed unto God ; sinners on whom reasoning and argument and ap-
peals to every interest and every passion have been powerless as
were the miracles of Christ. either to break or win the proud,
malicious, oppressive and unholy Priests, Pharisees and Scribes
of Jerusalem. Men think if they snw a miracle they would he-
lieve. It might convince, but would it convert # Could it have
any aptitude and fitness to change the heart, and turn it from
the love of sin to the love of God? Were not the Jews con--
vinced ?  Did they not confess the Lord had wrought ¢ netable
miracles ?”  But what effect had the conviction ? It made them
conspire, only the more craftily. to compass his destruction. «“ Ye
will not come unto me, that ye might have life,” said the Savi-
our to them. And do we not see and know multitudes of men,
satisfied of the truth of Christianity, convinced and yet undrawn to
God. uninfluencedin heart or life, to penitence, to faith, or to obe-
dience ; although they know too and admit such to be their duty,
and acknowledge the advantage of obedience, the responsibility and
eternal damage of disobedience ? nay, often wishing they had
resolution to resist the counter-influence of the world and of sin ;
resolving, praying, again yielding and sinning, self-condemned,
miserable, yet unconverted ? No, 1t is not conviction, it is will, it
is resolution, it is moral impulse they require; this they neutra-
lize, those they refuse, because their hearts ¢ are set upon their
idols and after them will they go.” 'They cannot because
they will not sacrifice them even to duty, conscience, interest,
immense, eternal, overwhelming interest! Miracles are rather
a warrant for belief than a means of drawing it forth ; their design
was properly to arrest attention, to excite Inquiry, to guarantee
the believer's security from being deceived by an imposition of
human or demoniac craft, not to convince of the truths they
supported or constrain to an embracing of the system they attest-
ed. The moral truths and doctrines of Revelation rest ultimatcly
on their own natural and intrinsic character, or what is usually
termed their internal evidence ; on their accordance with the na-
tural perceptions and apprehensions, their adaptation to the moral
phenomena, the mental and moral character and powers, the
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wants and weaknesses, the hopes and fears of man ; and above all,
they are accompanied, as all true Christians unanimously assert,
on the warrant of universal and personal experience, by an in-
trinsic moral power of conviction and suasion which the words of
truth only possess—a power communicated to them by the Spirit
of God who by and with them, * takes of the things of Christ
and shows them unto us,” and whose special province. it is ex-
pressly declared, is ¢ to convince the world of sin, of righteous-
ness and of judgment.” Do not those who contend that the gos-
pel is preached in vain in the ordinary way of moral teaching,
(thus spiritually and divinely enforced upon the human mind
which is weakened, and the human heart which is corrupted, by
the taint of sin,) and can only be effectual when accompanied by
a display . of supernatural powers in the teachers—do not these
overlook the apostolic assurance that this gospel is ifself “ the
power of God unto salvation to those who believe ?” and does not
the apostle Paul, who makes this precise assertion, as expressly
declare, that while the gross and rebellious Jew required a sign
and the inquisitive and polite Greek sought after wisdom, (or a
speculative philosophy dressed up in rhetorical excellency of
speech,) the simple preaching of Christ crucified, which to those
became a stumbling block and to these appeared as foolishness,
did become the very instrument of the power and wisdom of God
accordingly, unto the conversion of both Jew and Gentile who
subjected themselves to its moral force ?

An American writer well shows ¢ that all the regeneration
which the Bible teaches, be.it more or less, is by DiviNe Morar
SUASIOX.

¢ Because regeneration is in Scripture attributed to God's use
of truth. Jas. 1. 18. ¢ Of his own will begat he us with the
word of fruth.” Observe 1. Here is regeneration, the beginning
of the Christian life, the transition process from death to life;
what is elsewhere called the new creation, resurrection, quick-
ening, taking away the heart of stone, and giving a heart of
flesh: ¢ Of his own will begat he us.” Observe 2nd. Here is
the instrument or means of that regeneration—* by the word of
truth,’ i. e. the truth was used to enlighten, convince, persuade,
and convert, and make willing to enter on a new course of life.
Here then is regeneration by God’s moral suasion, and not by
miracle. |

¢ That regeneration is not by miracle, but by moral suasion, is
evident from its being described as a calling, a calling by the gospel,
Rom. viii. 30. 2 Thess. ii. 14, and in other passages too numerous
to mention. The whole body of regenerated persons is named
eklklesia, the called people, to denote the way In whlc}l they
were turned from darkness to light, and from a life of sin to a
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life of holiness. But if this term expresses any thing, it expresses
moral suasion. They were called, not Ly a miracle, but «b
the gospel”  This was the power which God employed for their
« salvation.” 1 Cor. i. 20.”

Has not universal experience, too, sufficiently corroborated the
soundness of our concordant assumption? The results of mission-
srv exertion without miracles have not been either so small or so
dubious as the desponding or the fanatical visionary would have us
believe. The signal triumphs of the gospel in the South Seas,
in converting vast multitudes of those interesting islanders with
the progress of evangelization among Greenlanders, Esquimaux,
red Indians and Negroes in the west—among Hottentots, Jolifs
and Bushmen in Africa—among the various classes of Hindus,
especially in the southern parts of the Peninsula, are quite enough
and much more than enough, to evince the eternal truth of the
already quoted apostolic declaration—that the gospel is the power
(or powerful instrument) of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth, to men of all times and climes, of every nation and
tongue, in every stage of civilization or of savage and barbarous
debasement, under every modification of political and superstitious
influence, every variety of false religion.

The latest testimony and experience of the Missionaries in
Burmah, coincide with those of all others elsewhere. They write
—-¢ No meauns for the religious enlightening of the Burmans had
been so much owned of God, as the preaching of the gospel. In
those seasors in which the Missionaries were most abundant in
this service, the largest additions were made to the churches.
Their whole time, however, could not be thus occupied. The
translation of the Bible, the publication of Tracts, the depart-
ments of printing, &c., necessarily called them occasionally from
this work.”

Not less cogent, in the same line of argument, if more be yet
wanted, are the continued existence and progress of pure Chris-
tianity among the nations of professing Christians in the West. Is
a settled ministry at bome dependant on miraculous powers for its
efficiency ? or was it so among the Waldenses and the other holy
witnesses even in the darkest ages of papal dominion? Was it so
at the bright and glorious period of the Reformation ? Did Luther
and the goodly hust of his co-labourers use any other instrument
of convicticn and conversion than the pure unadulterated word of
God, faithfully and zealously preached, and aided only by the
instinctive wants and cravings of men, by the gracious internal
influence of the Spirit of God ? Were not these found effectual
more recently still, in awakening the churches of Britain from
the lethargy and blindness that had fullen upon them under the
deteriorating and Dblasting influence of a profligate court and a
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heterodox priesthood ? Ts it not these same instrumentalities that
have in our own days aroused the long dormant spirit of mission-
ary enterprize, and which is yearly girding itself with greater
and greater strength to do the hidding of the ascending Saviour,
“ Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture ?”  And while such are the results of the simple preaching
of the Gospel among nations who never witnessed a single miracu-
lous operation, what is and has for ages been the state of
those countries and places, where the numerous and wondrous
miracles of Jesus Christ and his apostles and first followers were
exhibited far and near? Where are the churches of Palestine, of
Asia Minor, of Greece ; of Jerusalem, and Cesarea, and Antioch,
of Corinth, and Ephesus, and Philippi? Where are they, and
echo answers, where ?—for the most part dead, lifeless, extinct !
Why ? Because their ¢ candlestick was removed out of its place.”
They had ¢ left their first love—" ¢ had a name to live and were
dead—" ¢ suffered that woman Jezebel to teach and seduce the
servants of Christ to commit spiritual fornication—" permitted
¢ those that held the doctrine of Balaam and of the Nicolaitanes™
to spread their pestilential errors—and, the awful forewarning
unheeded, their light was removed, and after groping for a time
in moral and spiritual darkness, they disappeared at length ; or in
a few places yet exist in scarcely discernible fragments of a blind,
degraded, demoralized and most wretched population—and thig
where the feet of Jesus and his apostles trod, and where all that
is stirring in history, civil and ecclesiastical, took place ! So much
for the power of miracles !

Now even the desponding ¢ O,” very inconsistently indeed with
himself,—asserts his persuasion ¢* that there is no real Christian in
this country that will desist” (notwithstanding his advice that all
the missionaries now at work among its population should quit it
at once for a field of larger and speedier promise!) ‘ from giving
his mite or his labours towards the conversion of this numerous
and benighted people; besides, he knows not when the Lord’s
time may come and therefore he will not give up.” Assuredly he
will not, neither will the faithful missionary. He has not so
learned Christ nor the power of the cross. Blessed be God, amidst
many acknowledged and deeply deplored discouragements, we
are not without evidence even already, of its efficiency in drawing
even the debased Hindu to Him who hung upon it. The language
of the amiable and intrepid Schwartz, far the most successful of
modern missionaries, and who has left a name for simplicity of
wisdom, for holiness of character, for fervour of piety and for
indefatigable zeal without a parallel perhaps, is too apposite to be
withheld. ¢ It is true,” he says, * our success has not been equal
to our wishes. But to have been beneficial even to few, is not to
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be despised. Nay, some of the sced sown in our life time may grow
up when we are no more. In short. it is our duty, and happiness
too. to be resigned to the will of God, and to work as long as
we have opportunity.” So let every true Missionary of Jesus
¢ bear his cross” and * endure hardness and disappointment as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” Paul has plainly shown that some
will sow and not even water, some water and not reap, while God,
in due season, will surely give the increase. What if it spring
not up in our time, provided it be not lost? We have laboured ;
be it so that other men enter into our labours, and even reap
that whereon they shall have bestowed no labour themselves—
‘it remaineth that both they that sow and they that reap may
rejoice together ;™ and ¢ every man shall receive Ais own reward,
according to his own labour” and not according to his success ;
since that alone is his and this rests with God the Spirit.

Meantime we are not without evidence that the time is draw-
ing mnear when the gigantic edifice of Hindu superstition, already
tottering on its base, shall fall and crumble to be no more raised
for ever; when ‘ nations shall be born in a day.” Sure indica-
tions of this, gathered from the moral aspect of the whole people,
there are, in the consentient judgment of the most experienced
and best informed ; who, taking a Christian interest in the progress
of truth, watch over the undermining operations of truth and righte-
ousness for the destruction of error and of sin. The mine is nearly
ready to be sprung—long has many a brave heart and strong arm
heaved and toiled in the underground of Missionary operations.
Unseen, unapprehended, slow perhaps but sure, have been the ad-
vances made, a few more home thrusts, a little more patience, and
the army of the Cross shall enter by a wide breach and storm the
citadel of unholiness and untruth, and the red banner of the cross
shall wave over the once deemed impregnable fortresses of Satan.
Courage, ye heroic soldiers of Jesus!—be firm, be laborious, be
humble and be patient. The ¢ Captain of your salvation” hath
“ on his vesture and on his thigh a glorious name written—KIN¢ oF
k1xGs and LorD of LoeDs ; and his name is caALLED THE WoRD
oF Gop ;” and the immutable promise stands that ¢ He shall have
thie lieathen for his inheritance, the uttermost parts of the earth for
his possession”—that ‘in His name shall the Gentiles trust ;”
that +¢ He will draw all men unto Him ;” that < He will be for
salvation to the ends of the earth :” and that His word shall, even
in vour feeble hands,—for it is * the word of the Spirit,”—go on
conquering and to conquer till ¢ all the Kingdoms of the world
become the Kingdoms of ovr Gop aND oF His CHRIST.” Amen,
50 be it !

CiNsURENSIS.
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LI.—The South Sea Islands.
[Continued from page 584.]

In resuming our remarks on these interesting islands, we shall
principally follow Mr. Williams in his two voyages {o the Samoa
or Navigator’s islands for the purpose of introducing the gospel
into that Leautiful and populous gronp. The Samoas were dis-
covered by the celebrated French navigator Bougainville, in the
year 1678. There are eight principal islands and a few small
ones, containing a population, it is supposed, of 160,000. The
scenery is beautiful, and the soil rich ; the landscape is finely
variegated with trees of great beanty and variety, principally
evergreens, and bearing fruit in the greatest abundance at all
seasons of the year; or rather there is only cne season; for
spring and auntuinn are contemporaneous. * In general the new
and old leaves, the bud and the blossom, the young fruit and
the ripe, appear together, and adorn the trees throughout the
whole circle of the year.” The aspect of the islands is imoun-
tainous, and somie of the mountains are so lofty as to be visible
at the distance of 60 or 70 miles. The valleys are extensive
and contain many thousands of acres of rich soil entirely uncal-
tivated ; for the spontaneous munificence of nature is almost
sufficient to support the inhabitants, who, in consequence, lead
a life of ease and enjoyment. Mr. Williams says * the soil is
so exceedingly rich, that coffee, sugar, cotton and every other
tropical production may Dbe raised to almost any exteut ; and
as the islands are well watered, and abound with springs, lakes
and streams, machinery might, in many places, be worked with
the greatest facility. This of course enhances the value of these
superb islands incalculably.” They vary in size; Savaii, the
largest is about 250 miles in circumference, Upolu is from 150
to 200 miles in circunference, and the others are cousiderably
smaller. One of the smallest is Aborima, which is only about
two miles in circumference. [t deserves to be noticed particn-
larly, on aeccount of its peculiar form. It is inaccessible on all
sides, except at one small opening; and externally viewed, pre-
sents nothing but barren cliffs, but the interior is beauntiful and
fertile in the highest degree. The island appears to be an ex-
hausted volcano, which has emptied itself by the small opening
which furnishes the only entrance from the sea. ¢ Here the
whole of the interior opeus at once to the view, and any thing
more beautiful or unique,” says Mr. Williams, * I never bebeld.
The island is a basin, most regularly scooped out, and ascending
with a gentle slope from the centre to the circumference ; and
although on approaching it, nothing meets the eye but sterile

N
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cliffs. when you catch a glimpse of the amphitheatre within, you
discover there a glorious contrast to the dreariness and desolation
without. Not a barren spot is to be seen, but one verdant maas
of tropical vegetation, the whole of which, from the peculiar
form of the islund, presents itself at a single view, and fills the
beholder with delight. If any thing coulﬁ enhance the beauty
of the scene, it is the group of native dwellings which, half re-
vealed among the trees of cocoa-nut, bread-fruit and banana,
form the settlemrent.” 'This island furnished a natural and im-
pregnable fortress to the inhabitants of the neighbouring island
of Manono, who, when hard pressed by their more numerous
enemics of the larger islands, were wont to retreat to Aborima,
and artificially barricade the narrow entrance, so as to be able
easily to drive off the canoes of their assailants by attacking
them with huge stones hurled from the neighbouring rocks.

Mr. Williams, after having seen the gospel introduced and
fully established among the inhabitants of the Hervey islands,
began to think of extending his labours to other groups; and
during his long visit to Rarotonga, formed the resolution of
visiting the Samoas, as soon as circumstances would permit. In
order to be prepared for the enterprize, he resolved to build
a ship; and with very few tools, and a very limited supply of
iron Le succeeded, in the space of three months, with no other
assistance than that which the natives could render, in building
a vessel of Letween 70 and 80 tons burden. Considerable inge-
nuity was requisite even in preparing to commence such an un-
dertaking. So destitute was he of the necessary implements,
that he was reduced to the necessity of constructing a bellows
of wood, for Leatiug his iron. He bad no saw to make planks,
but split the trees with wedges, and then the natives, with adzes
made of small hatchets tied to crooked pieces of wood as han-
dles, reduced the divided trees to planks. Ropes, sail's, blocks,
had all to be prepared. Every thing, even the hanging of the
rudder was, Lowever, at length accomplished, and the Mt_as—
senger of Peace” Jaunched. 1t was thought proper to make trial
of the mew vessel for a short distance at first. After a some-
what disastrous commencement they succeeded in_ mak.mg a
trip to and fromn Aitutaki, an island about 170 miles distant
from Rarotonga. Having got the little vessel strengthened by
additional iron work prepared by his new colleague Mr. Buza-
cott, Mr. W. accompanied by Makea the king of Rarotonga,
made sail for Tahiti, and after a voyage of 800 miles in their
home-built vessel, * caulked with bark, and covered partly with
und partly with gum from the Lread-fruil tree, instead of
pitch,” with mat-sails, and cordage made from the bark of _the
hibiscus plant, they arrived in safety, to the no small astonish-

ment and delight of their friends.

lime,
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After reaching Raiatea the ‘¢ Messenger of Peace” wag great-
ly improved, and great assistance was given in completing the
cquipment of the little vessel, through the kindness of the Hon.
Capt. Waldegrave of the Seringapatam, who happened to touch
at Raialea at that time.

Having made all the necessary preparations, Mr. Williams,
attended with a considerable number of native teachers, em-
barked in the ¢ Messenger of Peace,” and cleared the harbour
of Raiatea on May 24, 1830. In accordance with a plan pre-
viously arranged, he touched at almost all ilie Hervey islands,
and thus had an opportunity of witnessing the steady progress
of Christianity and civilization among the people. In almost
every island the majority, chiefs and people, were professing
Christians, and the young were making steady progress in the
acquirement of useful knowledge. Instead of sailing directly
from the Hervey islands to the Navigators’, they resolved, as a
prudent precaution, in the first instance to visit ‘Tongatabu, in
order to gain as much intelligence as possible regarding the state
of feeling in the quarter to which they were ultimately bound.
On their way to Tongatabu, they touched at Savage island, with
the intention of leaving teachers there. The manifestation of
hostility on the part of the degraded inhabitants of that island,
induced them to alter their purpose, and leave the savages in
their ignorance, until a more favorable opportunity of enlight-
ening themn should occur. In order to open up a medium of in-
tercourse at some future period, as well as to impress the natives
with a persuasion of their kind intentions, they adopted the
questionable method of endeavouring to induce one or two
young natives to come on board, with the intention of taking
them to the Society islands, treating them kindly and after-
wards restoring them to their native isle. They succeeded, after
considerable difficulty, in effecting this. The two young men were
afterwards restored to their friends, but Mr. Williams had no
opportunity before his departure for England, of witnessing the
- effect produced by them upon their countrymen.

At Tongatabu the voyagers found many cheering fruits of the
labours of the Wesleyan missionaries on that island. A portion
of the missionary party who left England in the ship Duff, had -
been left at that island by Capt. Wilson. Several of these were
killed, during a barbarous civil war which broke out in the is-
land during the year 1799, and the rest having sought safety in
flight, the mission was soon after abandoned. ~ The Wes-
leyans afterwards commenced their operations, under more favor-
able circumstances, and their exertions have been crowned with
a success equal to that in the Society islands. They found the
field, however, to a certain degree prepared for them, as native
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missionaries from the Society islands had 1aboured there for some
time previously to their arrival.

Fortunately for Mr. Williams he providentially met at Ton-
gatabu a chief of one of the Navigators’ islands named Faues,
who had been many years absent from his native Jand, and was
exceedingly anxions to return. He was not a convert to Chris-
tianity, but ¢ decidedly friendly,” and promised to use ‘“his
utmost influence” with his countrvmen, and especially with the
chiefs, many of whom were his relations, “ to induce them to
receive the teachers kindly and listen to their instructions.”
Regarding this as a providential juncture, Mr. Williams cheer-
fullv consented to take the chief on board. After leaving Ton-
gatabu, and witnessing the success of the gospel at the Hapai is-
land likewise, they bent their course direct for the Navigators®
group. On the seventh day the cloud-capped mountains of Sa-
vail were in view, and on their nearing the shore, Fauea, who
dreaded great opposition from a formidable chief named Tama-
fainga, learned with joy that the object of his fears had been
slain by the people about ten or twelve days previously. After
much labour in beating about against adverse winds, and seek-
ing anchorage, they at length reached Sapapalii, the settlement
to which Fauea belonged. They were very kindly received by
Tamalelangi in absence of his brother Malietoa, the principal
chief, and a relative of Fauea. The chief’s absence was caused
by a war then raging in the island of Upolu, in consequence of
the death of Tamafainga, whose relatives sought to avenge them-
selves on his murderers. Malietoa, however, soon arrived, after
he had received intelligence of their presence at his settlement.
He professed to be highly pleased, on learning the cause of their
visit. and desired to receive instructions from them. On the
following day the chief welcomed them on shore, and invited
them take up their abode at his own house. The native teach-
ers were provided with a suitable abode, and treated with much
kindness by the people. There was afterward a formal inter-
view and presenting of presents. After thanking the chief for
the tokens of friendship, * we added,” says Mr. Williams,

<« 'That to obtain his property was not the object of our visit, for we had
come exclusively to bring him and his people to the knowledge of the true
God, and to place on their island persons to teach them the way of salva-
tion: and we pow wished to know whether he was willing that we should
rema’in, or whether he would allow his people to be instructed? He replied
that he was very thankful to us for coming, and that he would receive the
teachers, and treat them with kindness. We then explicitly inquired whe..
ther he and his people would consent to be instructed, or whether there
would be any obstruction thrown in the way? To this he made answer—
¢ I and my people must go over to Upolu to the war; but immediately after -
my return, | will become a worshipper of Jehovah, und place myeelf under
the instruction of the teachers. In the meantime, this house is yours g a
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temporary. place in which to teach and worship, and when we come from
the war, we will erect any building you may require, and all the people
who remnin at home may come to-morrow, if they please, and begin to
leurn about Jehovah and Jesus Christ.’” :

After this franlk assurance of protection to the teachers, four
of them were placed under the immediate charge of Malietoa,
and the rest under the charge of his brother. Mr. Williams and
his colleague had several opportunities of experiencing the ge-
nerous bearing of this old warrior, and witnessing the manners
of his people. Having accomplished their object with a success.
beyond expectation, and having exhorted and prayed with the.
teachers, they prepared to depart. Matetau, the chief of
Manone, and a man of gigantic stature, paid them a visit before
their departure, and expressed his eagerness to obtain a teacher.
They promised on their next visit to satisfy his desires, by sup-
plying him and his people with instructors. 'The kind attention
of the chiefs, and the readiness of the people to receive instruec-
tion, is ascribed by Mr. W. to the influence which Fanea was
able to exert, and to the curiosity which his account of the
triumphs of Christianity at Tongatabu bad excited. ¢ And,”
says Mr. Williams, ¢ all these circumstances considered, we
cannot but conclude, that in first going to Tongatabu, we were
led by an unerring bhand, and, that our meeting unexpectedly
with such an assistant as Fauea was a remarkable and interest-
ing intimation of Providence, that the set time for God to ae-
complish his purposes of mercy to the Samoa islanders was
come.” ’

In the interval between the first and second visit to the
Samoas, Mr. Williame and his colleagues were occupied in
affairs connected with the newly-formed churches in the Hervey
Islands, and in maturing a translation of the New Testament
in the language of the Rarotongans. Several interesting narra-
tives are given regarding the death of some of the early con-
verts in the Society islands. The following extract gives an
account of the last moments of Vara, a chief of the island Aimeo,
who, from being one of the most cruel and relentless of savages,
became a sincere and devout Christian. Mr. Orsmond who at-
tended him in his last moments, relates the following parti-
culars :—

¢ On seeing that his end was approaching, I said to him, ¢ Are you sorry
that you cast away your lying gods, by which you used to gain so much pro-
perty ?* He was aroused from his lethargy, and with tears of pleasure spark-
ling in his eyes exclaimed, ‘ Oh, no, no ; what ! can I be sorry for casting
away death for life? Jesus is my rock, the fortification in which my soul
takes shelter. I eaid ¢ Tell me on what you found your hopes of future
blessedness?’ He replied, ‘1 have. been very wicked ; but a great king
from the other side of the skies sent his ambassadors with terms of peace.

3
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‘We could not tell, for many years, what these ambassadors wanted. At
length Pomare obtained a victory and invited all his subjects to come and
take refuge under the wing of Jesus, and I was one of the first to do so.
The blood of Jesus is my foundation. 1 grieve that all my children do not
love Him. Had they known the misery we endured in the reign of the
devil, they would gladly take the gospel in exchange for their follies.
Jesus is the best king, he gives a pillow without thorns.” A little time
after, I asked him if he was afraid to die ; when, with almost youthful ener-
gy, he replied, * No, no. The canoe is in the sea, the sails are spread, she
is ready for the gale. I have a good Pilot to guide me, and a good haven
to receive me. My outside man and my inside differ. Let the one rot
till the trump shall sound, but let my soul wing her way to the throne of
Jesus.” * Will he not,’ adds Mr. Orsmond, ¢ through eternity sing hallelu-
jubs to God and the Lamb, because of the South Sea Mission!"”

Mr. Willlams relates some similar incidents which took
place at his own station in the island of Raiatea. An old war-
rior named Me, died soon after Mr. Williams’s return, and the
king Tamatoa did not long survive. They both departed from
this life giving the most convincing proofs of their reliance upon
the atoning influence of the Redeemer’s blood. Tamatoa was
a remarkable instance of the power of divine grace in subduing
the soul of man. and enabling the believer to bring *“into cap-
tivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” Before be-
coming a follower of Christ he was abandoned to the greatest
excesses. He allowed himself to be worshipped as a god; he
was greatly addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors; and
while inebriated gave way to the most furious and vengeful
passions. In short, he who died firm in the faith, and earnest-
ly exhorting his family and chiefs to continue in their attach-
ment to the gospel, was ¢ once the terror of his subjects, the
murderer of his people, a despotic tyrant and a most bigotted
idolater !™ Tamatoa was a fine specimen of the aristocracy of
these islands, being, as Mr. W. says, six feet eleven inches
in height.

The Missionaries about this time had many trying difficul-
ties to contend with. A party, hostile to the Christian religion,
attempted to acquire the ascendancy in the Society islands ; and
at Rarotonga also, some young chiefs tried to revive among the
people the old heathen practices. The greatest trial of this na-
ture, however, arose from the distressing effects produced by the
introduction of ardent spirits among the inhabitants of Raiatea,
by the sanction of the young king. The people, being excited by
the importation of a small cask of spirits,commenced the process
of distillation themselves, and in a short space of time, no fewer
than twenty stills were working in the island. The seasonable
arrival of Mr. W. from Rarotonga, produced a salutary change.
At a public meeting, it was resolved to destroy every still, and
the resolution was forthwith carried into effect. And since Mr.
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W.’s departure for England a Temperance Society has been es-
tablished ; and he had the satisfaction of receiving a communi-
cation from the formerly dissipated young chief, under whose
auspices the evil had been wrought, intimating that he had
completely renounced the use of intoxicating liquors, and was
become a serious inquirer after religion.

After making the Dbest arrangements in his power. Mr.
Williamns sailed on his second visit to the Samoas, and having
touched at Rarotonga, and taken thence a native teacher
for Matetau the chief of Manono, he sailed on the 11th of
October 1832, accompanied by king Makea, and reached
the Samoas on the 17th. On this oceasion lie visited several
islands of the group, where he had not previously been, and
found that tidings of the new religion had been spread over all
the islands. The people and chiefs were anxious every where to
receive teachers to live among them and give them instruction.
This pervading desire no doubt arose, in the first instance,
merely from curiosity ; but we cannot help viewing it in the
same light as Mr. Williams did, and considering it as a provi-
dential interference to prepare the minds of the people for
receiving instruction. When he reached the island of Upolu,
he found there two English sailors, who, taking advantage of
the eagerness of the people to become religious, had actually
been making them Christians, and baptizing them, after their
own fashion ! In order to extort gifis from the ignorant natives,
they had gone the length, of pretending * to heal the sick, by
reading a bit of a prayer over them.” Mr. Williams says, [
remonstrated with them upon the fearful wickedness of their
conduct ; and they promised that they would not again pursue
such a course. This is only a specimen of many similar inter-
views which we had with persons of the same class, and shows
the great importance of Christian exertion on behalf of British
seamen.” There is a greal deal in this concluding remark.
What might have been the consequences to many a benighted
land, long ere the formation of Missionary Societies, had the
seamen and others, who have been in the habit of visiting dis-
tant heathen lands, been imbued with the spirit of the Christian
faith! Much of the opposition which now meets the promul-
gators of the heavenly doctrines and sublime precepts of the
blessed Jesus would never have stood up against them ; and
those, whose destiny cast them amid the dwellings of savage
barbarisin or refined idolatry, would have been the harbingers
of peace to many a desolate land. i )

The following is Mr. W.s account of his meeting with
Matetau.
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** On Saturday afternoon we reached Munono, and as we were passing
this little garden island, my colossal friend, Matetau, came off to us. After
embracing me cordially, and rubbing noses quite as long as was agreeable,
he suid, * Where is my missionary? I have not forgotten your promise.’
< No more have I was my rejoinder, “here he is.” I then introduced Te-
ava and his wife, when he received them with delight, saluted their noses
with a long and hearty rub, and exclaimed, ¢ lelei, lelei lava,’ ‘good, very
good, I am happy now.” Having stated to the chief that I was anxious to
reach the missionary station before dark, and that he must either accom-
pany me and return in a few days, or go on shore, he said ‘I must hasten
back to tell my people the good news, that you have come and brought the
promised missionary." Again rubbing my nose, he stepped into his canoe,
and skimming over the billows sailed towards the shore, shouting, as he
approached it, that Mr. Williams had brought them their missionary !”

The meeting with the old chief Malietoa was also of a very
interesting nature.

““ After the usual salutation, he expressed his sincere pleasure in again
welcoming me to the shores of Savaii, where they had been most anxiously
expecting me for several months. He then said that it afforded him the
greatest satisfaction tobe able to present to me all my people in health, and
to say that neither their persons nor their property had suffered injury.
He added, that he was truly thankful that the good word of Jehovah had
been brought to his islands, and that so many had embraced it ; and now,
continued he, with an animation which indicated his delight, ¢ all the peo.
ple will follow ; for by your return, they will be convinced that the lotu
(Christian religion) is true, and will believe the assurance of the teachers.
For my own part,” he added, ¢ my heart is single in its desire to know the
word of Jehovah.” After thanking him for so faithfully fulfilling his pro-
mise, and explaining the cause of our detention, I introduced my compa-
nion, Makea, the king of Rarotonga. The old chieftain viewed him with
an eagle’s eye, and after varioas inquiries, gave him a cordial welcome to
his island, and complimented him by saying, that he was the finest man
he had ever beheld, and was not to be equalled by any chief in the
Samoa group.” . :

Mr. W. preached to a congregation of about one thousand
persons, and after the conclusion of the service, one of the teach-
ers arose aud appealed to Mr. W. in confirmation of all that
they had taught. It appears from their statement, that a false
teacher, fromn the Society islands, had, like the sailors, been
taking advantage of the prevailing excitement on religious sub-
jects for furthering his own ends, and had taught the people to
observe Saturday as the Christian Sabbath, instead of Sunday.
Malietoa made ** a most sensible speech,” in reply ; in which he
exhorted the people most strenuously to receive the new religion.
The following are his words—

¢ Let all Savaii, all Upolu, embrace this gieat religion ; and
as to myeelf, my whole soul shall be given to the word of Jeho-
vah, and my utmost endeavours employed that it may encircle
the land.”

A public meeting was held soon after the events allude_d to,
at which Makea delighted and entertained the people with an
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account of the introduction and effects of Christianity at Raro-
tonga, and exhorled ¢ Malietoa and his brother chiefs to grasp
with a firm hold the word of Jehovah: for this alone,” Le added,
¢ can make yon a peaceable and happy people. I should have
died a savage had it not been for the Gospel.” Inreply to
this exhortation, Malietoa declared in the strongest terms his
-determination to support the cause of Christianity, and spoke of
the unanimity which prevailed among the people in resolving
to be Christian disciples. Being somewhat closely interrogate
by Mr. W. regarding his willingness o protect the lives and
properties of English Missionaries, the chief replied, with a
little exhibition of wounded pride—

¢ Why do you ask that question? Have I not fulfilled my
promises ? 1 assured you that I would terminate the war as
soon as possible ; thig I did, and there has been no war since.
I gave you my word that I would assist in erecting a chapel ;
it is finished. 1 told you I would place myself under instruc-
tion, and I have done so. Twenty moons ago, you committed
your people, with their wives and children and property, to my
care; now inquire if, in any case, they have suffered injury.
And do you ask me whether I will protect English Missionaries,
the very persons we wish Lo have? Why do you ask such a
question 7
© Mr. Williams assured the chief that he had no doubt what-
ever of his faithfulness, but merely wished to have an agsurance
which he might report to the people of England in the chief’s
own words. Malietoa immediately exclaimed—

“Oh! that is what you wish, is it ?” and significantly mov-
ing his bhand from his mouth towards Mr. W, lie said * Here
they are (the words), take them ; here they are, take them ; go
and procure for us as many missionaries as you can, and tell them
to come with confidence; for if they bring property enough to
reach from the top of yonder hLigh mountain down to the
sea-beach, and leave it exposed from one year’s end to another,
not a particle of it shall be touched.”

Mr. W, received from the teachers a history of their proceed-
ings during their residence in the islands, and the following ex-
tract, containing an account of the singular experiment made by
Malietoa, may serve to exhibit some of the characteristics of his
mind. A chapel had been built, the war was terminated. On
the day fixed for opening the chapel, the chief assembled his
family, and told them of his determination to become 2 worship-
per of Jehovah.

¢ With one accord they replied, that if it was good for him, it was
equally so for them, and that they would follow his example. But to this

he objected, nnd declared that if they did so, he should adhere to the old
VI 40
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system. ‘Do yvou not know,’ he said, ‘that the gods will be enraged with
me for abandoning them and will endeavour to destroy me, and, perhaps,
Jehovsh may not have power to protect me against the effects of their
anger. My proposition therefore is, that I should try the experiment of
becoming his worshipper ; and then, if he can protect me, you may with
safety follow my example ; but if not, I only shall fall a victim to their
vengeance, you will be safe.” The young men manifested great reluctance
to comply with this request, and wished to know how long a time he re-
quired to make this singular experiment. He informed them, that he de.
sired a month or six weeks; and after some debate, they unwillingly ac-
quiesced in his proposition. It was, however, a time of general and intense
excitement, and messengers were frequently dispatched to different parts
of the island, to announce the triumph of Jehovah’s power. At the expi-
ration of the third week, however, the patience of the young men was ex-
hausted, and going to their father, they stated, that he had tried his expe-
riment sufficiently long ; that no evil had befallen him, and that therefore
they would immediately follow his example. He gave his consent ; when
not only his relatives, but nearly all his people, abanduned their heathen
worship. This appeared to me,” adds Mr. W. ‘“a most singular and inter-
esting incident. In the first place, it evinced a great disinterestedness and
great magnanimity in Malietoa ; and also shewed us, that the watchful eye
of God was open to all such events, and that he governed them for the
furtherance of his purposes of mercy. Had any indisposition befallen this
chieftain during the time he was thus trying his experiments upon Jeho.
vah's power, an effectual barrier might have been raised against the pro-
gress of the gospel among that people ; and if Malietoa had died, our teach
ers would very probably have fallen victims to the fury of the heathen.”

After the successful termination of this experiment the aban-
donment of idolatry became general, or rather the heathenish
worship was forsaken ; for these people hiave generally no idols.
They used to fix, discretionally, upon some fish, bird, or reptile,
in which they supposed the spirit of their god to reside, and that
they worshipped. On the occasion here alluded to, they showed
their contempt for these imaginary tabernacles of deity, by cook-
ing them and eating them !

“The efu (or god) of Malietoa’s sons was a fish called anae ; and, on the
day appointed, a large party of relatives and friends were invited to par-
take of the feast. A number of anae having been dressed, and laid upon
newly plucked leaves, the party seated themselves around them, while one
of the teachers implored a blessing. A portion of the etu was then placed
Lefore each individual, and, with trembling hearts, they proceeded to
devour the sacred morsel. The superstitious fears of the young men were
so powerfully excited, lest the etu should gnaw their vitals and cause death,
that they immediately retired from the feast, and drank a large dose of
cocoanut oil and salt-water, which was certainly a4 most effectual method of
preventing such an evil. The favourable result of these experiments of
the chief and his sons decided the people of the settlement to place them.
selves under the instruction of the teachers. Like the ancient Miletans,
they expected that the daring innovators would have swollen or fallen
down dead suddenly ; but seeing no harm come to them, they changed
their minds, and said that Jehovah was the true God.”

Subsequently to this, at a large meeting, it was resolved
to drown Papo the god of war; which venerated personage
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is nothing more than a piece of old rotten matting, about
three yards long and four inches broad. The teachers inter-
posed 1n behalf of this most puissant deity, not in order that he
might be preserved in his rank, but that he might be presented
to Mr. W., who has deposited him, as a relic, in the missionary
museum.

Several stations in the island of Savaii were visited, and they
found at most of them places of worship which had been erect-
ed Dby the natives themselves. One of the strangest interviews
they had was with a party of female converts, who, influenced by
a desire to promote the knowledge of religion, and acting under
the direction of an enterprizing and zealous female, had erected
a place of worship, where divine service was conducted by their
instructress, whenever the teachers could not attend. In many
other places they found that the desire of the people to be in-
structed was intense. ¢ Every where they urged their claim
by saying, our chapel is finished, and gll we want is a 1nission-
ary.”

}I'-laving thus seen the gospel introduced into the principal is-
lands of the Samoa group, and the native missionaries diligently
engaged in their work, under the protection of the influential
chiefs, Malietoa and Matetan, Mr. Williams set sail on.his re-
turn to the other islands. The vessel sprung a leak on the pas-
sage, and they were all near being lost; but by great exertion
in working the pumps, they succeeded in reaching the island of
Vavau, and with the kind assistance afforded by the Captaing
and crews of two English vessels who happened providentially to
be there, they hove down the vessel, and succeeded in repairing
the damage. During their visit to this island, on their first
voyage to the Samoas, they bad an opportunity of witnessing
the despotic conduct of the chief Finau, who not only refused
to listen to the instructions of the missionary, but threatened with
death any of his people who should do so. The circumstances
were now changed. T'he despot was now an humble and docile
disciple, and, with all his people, was listening earnestly to
Mr. Turner, the Wesleyan Missionary stationed there. At
Tongatabu, they found every thing proceeding in a most pros-
perous manner. ‘The Wesleyan Missionaries had received a
printing press, and were actively engaged in sending forth the
word of Iife for the people. ‘I'he printing operations * commen-
ced in April 1831, and by November 1832, twenty-nine thou-
sand one hundred copies of small books, containing five millions
seven hundred and seventy-two thousand pages, had been
struck off.”

Mr. W. returned to Rarotonga in January 1833, and remained
at that island for several months to complete the revisal of the

402
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translation of the New Testament, which he has brought with him
to England, and of which, he states, the British and Foreign
Bible Society, have printed five thousand copies. A precious
treasure this, to bear back with him, when he returns to the
scene of his interesting labours. He found every thing at Raro-
tonga most propitious. The schools were crowded with children.
At the three different stations, the total number receiving the
elements of education were 2,100 ! How cheering the reflec
tions awakened by such intelligence ! But ten years before, the
people were amid the gloom of thickest darkness; now, light
beamed upon them from the upper sanctuary, bringing along
with it the blessings of civilization and peace. Nothing in the
history of the church of Christ, for many years back, equals the
triumphs of truth in these islands. It is by no means to be
doubted, that the people in the first instance were actuated
by mixed motives, many of them entirely worldly; but the
effect was to make them all at least, willing kearers of the word
of God, and many of them consistent and devoted followers of
Clirist. And we may well ask with Mr. Williams, ¢‘Does the his-
tory of the Church furnish a more striking or beautiful fulfilment
of the prophetic declaration—¢The isles shall wait for his law’?”

In the very end of the volume Mr. W. mentions that he had
lately received letters from his colleagues at Rarotonga, giving
the most satisfactory reasons for concluding that the work of
christianizing the people was continuing to be followed with
the best fruits. 7The number of real Christians was steadily
increasing, and in Rarotonga alone upwards of three thousand
children were attending school, and daily receiving Christian
instruction. Besides these inestimable blessings, many of the
improvements of civilized life were making rapid progress.
Spinning, weaving, agriculture, house-building, ship-building,
carpentry and smith’s work, and many other useful arts, which
minister to the comfort and well-being of society, were flourish-
ing. The islands appear to be rapidly rising in commercial
prosperity. ¢ At the smallisland of Huahine, about thirty sail
of shipping anchor in the course of the year; and, at Tabhiti,
little short of a hundred. Here the exhausted erews reeruit
their strength, by roaming at pleasure among the luxurions
groves, and inhaling the fragrant air; and here also, the ships
are sheltered. refitted, and supplied with stores to any extent.”

When we look back upon the past, and peruse the narratives
of brutal licentiousness and savage cruelty, which the early
wisitors of these islands have laid before us,—when we consider
the degrading superstition which held sway among them,—and
the horrors of human sacrifice and infanticide; then are we able
to estimate the glorious changes which the religion of truth is
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able to achieve—then have we cause to rejoice in God for the
work which, through His divine grace, has been accomplished.
But alas! how much yet remains to be accomplished ! The
whole population of Polynesia, which has thus been brought
under the blessings of divine truth, is not half of that which, in
the space comprehended within a circle whose radius does not
extend more than a few miles on all sides of the habitation of the
Governor General of British India, we may every day behold
engaged in the most debaging rites and diabolical superstitions.
How lamentable the fact, that for eighty years the British
flag has waved undisturbed and unthreatened on the battle-
ments of Fort William—that the most ecivilized of modern
nations has been the sole arbitress of the fortunes of the finest
country under heaven for nearly one century—and still the mass
of the Hindu people, nay, with a few exceptions, the whole na-
tion is sunk in darkness that may be felt! How is it that the
savages of the South Seas have outstripped the descendants of
the philosopbic Brahman, in much that ensures the individual
comfort of man, and the blessings of social happiness? Awaken
ye philosophic philanthropists; hitherto ye have done nothing.
Be aroused ye utilitarian economists ; selfishness has been too
long your ruling principle. Alas! without the radiance of Gos-
pel light, your policy will prove vain. Let the Sun of Righte-
ousness but arise and this seemingly impenetrable gloom will
pass away. Buthow is the work to be done ? How is the light
to be thrown in amid the riot and the revelry of contending de-
lusions and unnatural and ungodly idolatries? [t is the work
of Omnipotence ; but His agents are men. Who then will not
cordially unite in the prayer—¢ Lord send forth labourers into
thy harvest. The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers
are few.” Oh ! that the energies of Christian Philanthropy were
more largely directed towards the moral wastes of British India !

Since writing the above we have seen a short notice of the
volume before us, in the Atheneum. The writer of that article
appears to have discovered in the narrative, ““a great deal too
much of polemical bitterness, and of the habitual unconscious
arrogance of one who fancies himself in the immediate guidance
of heaven.” With respect to the latter part of the charge, the
remarks which we made in the commencement of this article
may suffice. With respect to the charge of < polemical bitter-
ness,” we would only observe, that after carefully perusing the
volume, no impression of such a charge being well founded, re-
mains upon our mind. The writer in the Atheneum seems to
be under a mistake concerning Mr. W.'s remarks on Kotze-
bue. Mr. W. does not say that the narrative of Kotzebue's
voyage is one tissue of falsehoods ; but that ““So far as re-



654 Proposal for extending [Dec.

lates to Tahiti, it is one tissue of falsehoods.” WNow, Mr. W,
had the best means possible of ascertaining the facts; and if he
found that the Russian navigator had, without cause or provo-
cation, brought false accusations against the innocent, and had
recklessly published them to the world, it is absolutely ridicu-
lous to charge the missionary with want of courtesy or waut
of charity, because he has openly contradicted the gratuitously
false and uncharitable aspersions which were cast upon the
character of his zealous colleagues.
A.

1I1.—Proposal for extending Popular Instruction.

Xn. EprTor,

Some yesrs 2go I possessed a little tattered volume which has often
since haunted me in my reminiscences. I think it was called the ORaoLE,
published in the early part of the reign of Queen Anne. It was made up
of periodical numbers and contained a variety of useful and agreeable
information in the form of answers to the questions of correspondents.

The population of England were not then as well informed as they are
now ; and I cannot fancy any work more calculated to diffuse correct
knowledge than such a publication was at such a time. Learned essays and
elaborate tomes may answer well for the instruction of a few ; but to
instruct the mass, it becomes necessary to ascertain upon what points the
curiosity of individuals is excited. In that form each point is distinctly
brought to view, and the knowledge of the instructor is made to bear
with the most effect. Nor were the Editors of the Oracrg, as I shall
continue to call it, singular in their choice of such a plan ; though 1 think
they carried it into more efficient operation than others who, while main-
taining the principle, have been led to apply it differently. Such publica-
tions as PinNock’s CaTecHIsMs, KNOWLEDGE FOR THE PEoPLE, and a num-
ber of other similar works, derive their utility from their giving plain
answers to plain questions;—but the little OracLE had this advantage
entirely to itself, it ascertained that the knowledge was wanted at the
precice moment when it was imparted. : ]

How would such a publication answer in India? If it proved useful in
England i the reign of Queen Anne, its sphere of usefulness would be the
more extensive here ; for just in proportion as the people of this country
are more uninformed than the English population were then, the greater
likelihood of the success of such an undertaking. The work should be plain,
pithy, cheap and interesting.

These thoughts passed through my mind shortly before receiving a copy
of the Khair Khwih i Hind. That paper will be perhaps useful to the extent
which is designed ; but it wants the popular character of such a publica-
tion as the OracLe. Your few remarks on it are just, and agreeing in
them I may add, thatin schools, where the Roman Character is used, it
will answer better than books (which are moreover scarce at present) to
convey instruction on religious and general subjects :—but it will not be of
much use to the native public. For them a little OnacLe (with a leas
pretending title, say ¢ The Instructor’ )—is urgently requisite ; and when
such a paper can, by means of a lithographic press, be published at a trifling
monthly charge, there is no reason why every Missionary station should
not print its own.
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Intelligence, literary, scientific and religious, should be furnished jnst
a8 required ; and all should be made to exemplify, as far as the occasions
permit, the truths of Christianity. ‘T'here shounld also be a summary of
current news, in which the desire of our Government to secure the welfare
of its subjects should, whenever practicable, be pointed out. Thisis a
matter regarding which etrong doubts prevail.

I trust that for the sake of illustration you will permit me to give a
few specimens of the manner in which I think the subjects might be best
treated.

Q. I am a Sipéhi and am told that my regiment will soon have to go to
the Burmah country in consequence of unother war having beyun. The pluce
is so sickly that the Sipihis ure very uverse to go there wherve, us before, they
may be kept for several years. ’

A. We are sorry to learn that the new Burmah king is not upon the
very best terms with our Government ; but a war has not commenced, and
we pray that such a calamity may be prevented. We are confident that
our Government seeks the welfare of its subjects and to be at peace with
our neighbours ; but if a war should happen it will be engaged in by the
English only when less severe measures have.failed. However the Sipdhis
have no cause of apprehension; for the Burmah country is now well known
and would perhaps at this time be traversed in as many months as it before
took years; and the most healthy spots for the troops can now be selected.
A time is coming when there will be no more war, and mankind will be
blest u'rith universal peace and happiness. God grant that it may soon
arrive !

Q. In the district in which I am living the poor are starving from the
Juilure of the crops. The bunniahs have their grain pits full, but they will
not sell supplies at a rate for which the poor can pay. We are desirous that
Government should scize this grain and distribute it. Why is Government so
unfeeling towards the poor 2

4. It would be very unjust to take away the property of the bunniahs ;
for when they suffer loss by competition in better seasons, it is evident
that they have no right to compensation from Government. The only
fair method of procuring supplies is to purchase the grain;—if an exorbi-
tant price be demanded, those who have the means should encourage the
bunniahs of other districts to bring in supplies, and thus break up any
combination that may have been formed. And if the bunniahs of other
districts will not come, let those who are alive to the distresses of the poor,
take energetic measures to make purchases elsewhere and distribute the
grain as it is needed; selling it to those who can pay, and requiring
useful labor in return from those who have no money. Great good would
thus be effected and no man having the means, whatever be his rank or
title, could be degraded by taking part in such a traffic. Let some sensi-
ble plan be formed and we are sure that Government will cheerfully
assist it,

Q. T once heard Pddri Carapiet say that God was three persons; and
I was much surprised to heur him say this ; for though, according to the cor-
rupted version of the Injil, it is so set down, I did not think the Christians
would readily avow such a doctrine. That one can be three und that three
can be one, is unintelligible ; and if unintelligible then nobody cun believe that
I'sé Masih (on whom be peace ! ) is, us the Christians say, equal with God.
How do you explain this ?

4. If the querist desires to know the truth, he will find no diffculty in
the doctrine; but if he puts the question merely for the sake of maintain.
ing an argument, nothing will convinee him. It is only to minds in a can
did state that religious truth can be conveyed. The answer is this;—the In.
jil, as is admitted, declares the fuct, und the truth of the statement must
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be ascertained by ascertaining whether the Injilis true. It is equally as
easy for the querist as for Muhammad to assert that the Infil is corrupted ;
but did either Muhammad or any Mussalman writer ever prove this to be
the case ? now those who make positive assertions should be able to prove
what they say. Let the Mussulman fix upon any time as that in which
the holy scriptures were corrupted, and then prove the corruption ; or (ns
we know that they have no such proof), let them decide upon a period, and
we will prove that the scriptures were not and could not then have been
corrupted. Thus deciding the authority of the Injil it follows that what
is therein set forth is true, and that §s4 Massth is God. Ifit be asked
how he is God, we know not, any more than we know how God is God.
There are other methods of demonstrating this doctrine, but it is suffi-
cient for us to believe what we have evidence to shew it has been declared
by God. It is not for Christians to dispute what He says.

Q. The European Gentlemen say that the world is a sphere and that it
turns once round every day, and in the year goes once round the sun. This is
very strange and appears to me absurd ; for though the world may be round, as
some of our astronomers admit ; yet of course, if it turned round, every thing
on it would tumble off as the upper side came beneath ; but this does not hap-
pen, and therefore the system cannot be true.

A. (After the usual scientific proofs, the answer might proceed)—None
but infinite wisdom could have contrived the universe ; but it would not have
been wise to employ a complicated machinery without obtaining the best
results. If the world do not revolve, then all the universe turnsround it; but
such an immense movement answers no end that would not be more sim-
ply effected by making the earth revolve ; and therefore it would be most
wise to take the latter plan. Besides, by making the earth a fixture, one
half at least of its surface must bave become quite useless. It is a mistake
to suppose that what is below will fall off ; for every thing on the earth is
attracted towards its centre and therefore cannot fall ; and we use the
terms up and down with reference to the position we bear to that centre.
The principle of attraction we will more fully explain if the querist desires
to be informed. There are many other proofs of the theory, of which we
give one specimen. By the aid of glasses we find that the planet JuriTER
has four moons. If the planet revolved round the earth as the centre of
the system, it would always be equidistant from it ; and when we calculate
the time that its moons revolve round it, we know precisely when their
eclipses will take place. But observing one of these moons, for instance,
we are obliged, in our calculations, to make an allowance for a difference in
the time ; which cannot be explained rationally without admitting a dif-
ference in the distance ; and this being caused by the greater or less lapse
of time that the light of that moon of the planet Jupiter travels the distance
to us, we are thereby enabled also to determine the velocity of light which
is 170,000 miles or 85,000 kos in asecond. We explain this matter under
the supposition that the querist has studied the subject ; but if any points
require further explanation, when he inquires we shall give our opinion,

From these specimens it will be seen that I think questions of merely
immediate interest should be disposed of at once ; but those of standing
importance, though sufficiently answered, should be so treated that fresh
matter of inquiry shall be presented in each answer. I do not pretend
that the above hurried sketches are by any means the best answers that
can be given to the questions ; but they answer my purpose ; and those
who like the scheme, may suggest improvements.

I see nothing to render the plan impracticable ; and, if its utility be ap-
parent, may 1 beg your aid in its support.

Yours, &c.
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IV.—The Old Year.

ReFLECTIONS oN THE Past.
[Written at Sea.]

Here we are gliding over the surface of the deep, mysterious
sea, the wide spreading and vast ocean belting with its watery
girdle the whole range of the horizon, without either continent
or island or ship to relieve the eye, ever anxiously stretching
and gazing for some settled object on which to rest its wearied
sight. The placid and beautiful yet treacherous deep, full
of hidden, undeveloped wonders, possessing in itself the elements
of life and death, of calm and storm ; the connecting bond of dis-
-tant lands ; the means of enriching and impoverishing the people
of the earth; the medium of communicating either the horrors
of war or the blessings of civilization and peace—wondrous
sea ! well might the inspired penman exclaim, that the works
of God in the great deep were indeed wonderful.

Within its bosom are things innumerable both small and
great, and on its surface a moving world. How fit an emblem
of the past! how striking a type of the future! Vast, unfa-
thomable, full of mercy ; and yet in it sleep the elements of aw-
ful punishment ; for at the bidding of God, the little waves that
now ripple at our side may be lashed into boisterous and de-
structive breakers, ¢ each one a shroud for us:™ it is the scene of
life in all its variety, and yet the burial place of many dead ; the
theatre on which daily mercies are performed, that, alas! are
neglected and forgotten as the beautiful and passing wave is
unheeded by those who witness millions more ! And yet, oh de-
lightful, refreshing thought, thou, mighty sea, art still altogether
under the control of that God who is ever

¢ —— too wise to err, too good to be unkind !”

Such were our reflections as we essayed to voyage at the
-close of the year. Lifeis a voyage, gentle reader, a voyage of
alternate calms, pleasurable breezes and boisterous storms; of
sunshine and shower, of cold and heat. Lifeis a voyage ; but the
end, if we give ourselves up to the true guidance of the Great
Captain of our salvation, will be safe; we shall,

¢ With Christ in the vessel, outride the storm,”

and at last cast our anchor within the vail, amidst the acclama-

tions of assembled myriads who have crossed the treacherouns

path before us. Wehave past another year of life’s short, though

eventful, voyage. We are nearer by one year than last, either
. 4r
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to the peaceful waters of Canaan. or the ever tempestuous gea of
a Hades of torment. Oh let us inquire as to our progress, com-
pany and present prospects, and how we may henceforward
avoid the shoals and quicksands, on which we have bLeen in
danger of wrecking in the past, and eschew in the future those
tracts which have before endangered our safety and our happi-
ness.

Some of us commenced the vear that now draws to its termina-
tion with buoyant feelings. Like some majestic vessel, we com-
menced the voyage with flowing canvas, fair and steady breezes,
and a brilliant sky. All augured well for a prosperous course;
but ere we had been long at sea the clouds lowered, the gentle
zephyr increased to a tearing gale, and the very elements ap-
peared combined for our destruction ; yet we are not forsaken
nor destroyed ; we are but dismantled ; some of us with

¢ 8ails rent and seams wide opening,”

possibly, and wait but for a refit to enable us to pursue our way
with pleasure and with hope. Others of our number were at the
opening of the year as desolate as Selkirk in his shipwrecked lone-
liness. We were stripped of all we held dear ; and though meo-
narchs of all we surveyed, yet we heeded it not, but sighed like
him for “the land of our friends,” for the kingdem where

¢ Our best friends, our kindred dwell,
Where God our Saviour reigns ;"

yet—uniting too in the beautiful sentiment uttered by him so
submissively—

¢« Yes, mercy, eneouraging thought,
There’s mercy in every place ;
It reconciles man to his lot,
And gives ¢’en afliction a grace.”

To drop the metaphor :—we commenced the year with the
smiles of friends cheering us, with vigorous physical and mnental
health, with both temporal and religious hope bright and inspirit-
ing. But the friends we possessed either sleep in death or have
withered and gone to other lands ; and, our health despoiled, our
mental activity wealkened, our present and future prospects are
shrouded in mystery and darkness. Or the reverse of this was
our position : we had but just left the grave of the friend we loved
most ; our own health was at its very ebb, and our prospects
both for the present and future but dim and indefinite ; but now
we live in the midst of unbroken friendships, in free possession of
health and activity, and our religious feelings and practice such
as give evidence to ourselves and others that we are indeed  of
God.” Whatever has been our lot, whether our path have been
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chequered by but a small measure of either sunshine or shade.;
or we have centred in our individual persons, or in our fami-
lies or connections, let us under all still say, with the afflicted
patriarch—# The Lord hath given, the Lord hath taken away ;
Llessed Le the name of the Lord !”

W hile this hasbeen a year of ¢rials to some of us, andto others
of mercies multiplied beyond our hopes and deserts—for many
have experienced nothing but the favour and goodness of God—
we can all adopt the language of the Psalmist, both as it regards
the singular and the general exhibition of divine mercy towards
us, and say unto him, *Surely goodness and mercy have follow-
ed us all the days of the year!”

Thus life, like the ordinary voyage, is franght with sorrow and
with joy, with storm and calm ; and all but work for the ultimate
good of those that are exercised thereby. How many are the
pleasures of the sea to those that love it !

« For who can tell save he whose heart has tried,
And danced in triumph o’er the waters wide,
The exulting scene—the pulses madding play,
That thrills the wanderer of thag trackle*ss way,
* * * »

And turn what seems but danger to delight!”

This language is applicable to the truly good, in their passage
to the land of rest. The storms, the dangers, not less than the
pleasant ports, of the passage excite their noblest energies and
induce in them the most acute pleasure. Have we experienced
these delights ? Oh let us be stirred to gratitude to the God of
our life !

All voyaging involves watchfulness. The seaman needs to
watch against approaching storms, the attacks of pirates, dan-
gers of fire, and the mutinies of the crew. This is essential to
his peace and safety. Nor isit less the duty of every Christian
to watch against the inroads of the world, the assaults of Satan,
the danger of intestine war, and, in fact, against the combined
efforts of all his spiritual foes. Carelessness is the harbinger of
disorder and death to his religious peace and hope. Have we
so watched as to preserve our peace unimpaired, our joys undi-
minished, our conscience void of offence, and our communion
with God elevated and pure ?

Watchfulness involves responsibility. The commander has
confided to his care the lives and property of others ; he feels
that he is a steward amenable to his principal for his conduct.
So is the servant of Christ, His steward until He come. He has
talents, time, property, and the truth of God all confided to his
care. How have these been improved ? How shall we answer for

4r2



660 The Old Year. [DEe.

them in the day of His accoont? 'What has been our expendi-
ture. what the lenor of our conversation, the train of our think-
ing. the general ovder of our temper, the course of our lives?
O in the light of His countenance before whom our whole life
appears undisguised, let us examine and answer.

Many die on the voyage, many from every class, and in all
climes. This has been a year of death. The crown has been
taken from the mighty, and the king sleeps in the tomb of his
fathers. The wise have been arrested in the seat of justice.
The man of healing has found his recipes ineffectual to preserve
himself from death; while thousands of the poorand humble have
been borne to their earthy bed, and now sleep in death. How
strongly do such things indicate the line of duty which we should
pursue ! warning us to be anxious about the salvation of our own
souls and the souls of others,and “whatsoever our hands find to
do. todo it with our might ! Every voyage has its termination ;
and so will ours. The years will cease to roll and the eternal
day will at Jength rise upon us, and bring us into the presence
of God, where, 1f secure of being graciously received of Him
through the faith and love of his Son, and sanctified by his
Spirit, we shall cease to labour and toil, to watch and be anxi-
ous ; but where, in calm and bliss profound, we shall be for ever
retracing the way which we have tracked across the ocean of life,
astonished at our hair-breadth escapes, the mighty deliverances
that have been accomplished for us, and the opportune blessings
that have been conferred upon us. Until then let it be our busi-
ness to improve not only the years as they pass, but the months
and weeks and days and hours, and even the moments of life ;
that “ being wise and understanding these things, we may also
understand the loving kindness of the Lord.” Gentle Reader,
pause for a while at the close of the year, and consider in order
“all the way in which the Lord hath led you, that he might
prove, and try you,” and see what there isin you ; and pray that
he may continue to expel the evil and lead you in future in paths
of righteousness only, for his name’s sake ! Yes, pray—

“ Guide me, O thou Great Jehovah,
Pilgrim to yon heavenly land ;
I am weak, but thou art mighty,
Keep me with thy powerful hand ;
Bread of [Heaven,
Feed me till I want no more !”

$idos.
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V.—The Edinburgh Review, and Evangelical Preaching.
[Continued from p. 415.]

Having nalready shown that the Reviewer is unacquainted with his
Bible, with Ecclesiastical History, with the standards of the British
Churches, and with the writings of Evangelical divines, and therefore
incompetent either to understand or to appreciate their doctrines, we now
turn, in very weariness, to his remarks on Evangelical preaching.

It is characterized by him, “as the reverse of practicai*.” He gravely
and seriously asserts, that it holds forth the Deity as a gloomy tyrant, leads
men to suppose that moral good is not essentially better than moral evil,
nor more worthy of the choice of rational beings, and consists in systema.
tic arrangements of articles of faith, in building up and pulling down
paradoxes, elaborating truisms, solving imaginary difficulties, removing
fears which nobody ever felt, warning against dangers which nobody ever
fell into, fitting of allegories, discoveries of hidden meanings, and new
applications of textst. This severity of censure is relieved by the follow.-
ing delectable specimen of pleasantry ; *“ And this is spiritual preaching !
truly if we take spiritual as opposed in meaning to substantial or solid,
such instruction is spiritual indeed. And we have spiritual preachers
wondering at the immorality of their flocks, wondering, namely, that
they cannot gather figs of thorns, or grapes of thistles!” p. 446. Itis
unnecessary to discriminate between the true, the plausible, and the false
in his other remarks on this subject, as they are thus summed up by him-
self :

¢ From the review we have now taken of Evangelical preaching, it will easily ap-
pear that its general tendency is to elevate matters of opinion above matters of con-
duct: to nourish superstitious ideas of sensible supernatural influences and commu-
nications; and to place religion more in the performance of ordinances of worship
than in the regulation of the heart and conduct :—to promote, in short, the abuses,
instead of the uses of religion,—those abuses into which human folly, and human
wickedness, have ever been most apt to rnn, and which ithas alwaye been among the
chief objects of men of real sense and piety to counteract.’”’ P. 451.

Conscious, however, that the common sense of his readers would revolt
against such an outrageous caricature, the Reviewer tells us, in a note,
that “ Evangelical preachers do not always preach Evangelical or spiritual
sermons ;”—that is, such of their sermons as do not agree with his description
are not to be held Evangelical ! If indeed that preaching, the tendency of
which is to promote the abuses of religion and to counteract the chief
objects of men of real sense and piety, be Evangelical preaching, it deserves
the severest reprobation ; but if, on the other hand, Evangelical preach-
ing be the preaching of Evangelical doctrines by Evangelical men, we pity
the man who thus foully and ignorantly misrepresentsit. If the judicious
Hooker, the philosophical and heavenly-minded Leighton, the intellectual
and deep-searching Edwards, were not men of real sense and piety, where
shall we look for such? These three, with a thousand others in England,
Scotland, and America, preached Evangelical sermons; and if, amongst
those who now follow them as they followed Christ and his Apostles,
there be none who reach their stature, and many who preach Christ in
weakness, that is just such an objection to Evangelical preaching as are
the mistakes of some half-learned expounder, to the truth of the Newtonian
philosophy. No orthodoxy of creed will prevent weak men from saying
weak things: and the Evangelical party neither lay claim to inspiration,
nor assert that a little mind, however well meaning, shall comprehend the

* P, 444, + Pp. 445, 446,
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lencth and the breadth, the height and the depth of those things which
* the angels desire to look into.” It may be, since he says so, that the
Reviewer has heard from the pulpit the rash and foolish statements which
he condemns; but if he were so unfortunate, (for he must excuse our
doubting the faithfulness and precision of his recollections) it argues
equal want of charity and logic to impute to @ party, on such anonymous
authority, opinions and practices, which, both in word and writing, they
have ever unanimously and indignantly disclaimed.

But that the Christian preacher may be at no loss in his vocation, the
following pattern is held forth to him : He should strive “to excite feel-
ings of gratitude towards the Deity, by the display of his innumerable acts
of benevolence towards us and all living creatures, in the frame of our
bedies and minds and in the provisions made for our sustenance and
gratification, in the constitution of the external world ; sentiments of
revereuce, by pointing to the wisdom and power so strikingly exhibited
in every thing we beliold around us.” He should convince men of the
reasonableness of the divine commands by showing that obedience would
ma:ke them happy, independently of such consequences as Heaven or
Hell. < What,” he continues—

*“ What can pessibly be a more imperious duty on a Christian minister, than that
of describing the various insidious forms in which temptation presents itselif—of ex-
posing the pretexts under which men reconcile themselves to breaches of the laws of
morality—of showing the hollowness of the enjoyments which vice yields, nnd the
miseries it entails—of smoothing the pathto virtue by reducing apparent difficulties
to their real size, and by pointing out the aids to be employed, and the encourage-
ments to be found in following a virtuous course?'’ P. 445.

He whose difficulties in embracing a religious life are how to brave ridicule, how
to forsake vicious habits, how to combat infidel arguments, how to break from
worldly entanglements, shall be left without encouragements, help, or direction;
but should «ny one chance to find himself obstructed by suspicions as to how far
Gad's veracity may be safely trusted, or how far Christ is in all points rightly qua-
lified, or fully empowered, or sufficiently disposed to be a Saviour (or any other such
likely or reasonable scruples) he shall have ample testimonials produced for his satis-
facSon.”' P. 446.

Now, he triumphantly asks, “who ever hears instruction on those topics
from an Evangelical pulipit 7 When Augustine abandoned his beloved
Cicero for graver and more congenial studies, he exclaimed, ‘ Hoc solo
in me tanta flagrantia refrigebat, quod nomen Christi non erat ibi” Confess.
Lib. 8, Cap. 4. But how much greater a chill does it strike into _the
heart, to find in this pattern of Christian preaching not one word of Christ !
Confucius, Zoroaster, Menu, Socrates, Antonine, Seneca and Mahomet
were all of them Christian preachers, if this be all that Christian preach-
ing includes. But when our Lord and Saviour himself wished to excite
feelings of love and gratitude towards God, it was by declaring that “ God
80 Joved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; bat that thp
world through him might he saved.” John iii. 16. And so Paul, his
Apostle ; “ But Ged cormmendeth his love towerd us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. v. 8.

When the multitudes came unto Jesus, saying, ¢ What shall we do, that
we might work the works of God ?” his answer was, © This is the work
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” John vi. 29. When
the jailer came unte Paul and Silas, their answer was precisely the same,
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved !” But this
‘one thing needful’ finds no place among the many things about which the
ReVigwer's preacher should be careful and troubled. It is true that
certuin Evangelical preachers do not give sufficient prominence to a holy
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life and conversation, and neglect, to an unjustifiable extent, dne enforce-
ment of our socisl and relntive duties ; though this is not true of the hady,
by the Reviewer’s own admission when he says (in the note at the foot of
p- 446) that they neutralize the effect of really good and profitable dis.
courses, according to his own pattern, by preaching on the truth of God’s
promises, our need and the sufficieney of Christ as a Saviour, and the ne.
cessity of faith, and prayer, and regeneration by the Spirit of God. Never-
theless he is right in the main : morality and the doctrines of natural re-
ligion hold = subordinate place in Evangelical preaching : its chief subject
is “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Even from the beginning, the preach.
ing of the cross was foolishness to the wise ones of this world ; yet Paul,
a preacher whom all others would do well to follow, srLonIED init, Gal. vi.
14, and “ determined not to know any thing among his hearers, save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified,” 1 Cor. ii. 2 ; of which passage Calvin well says,
« Pulcher locus, unde intelligimus et quid docere debeant fideles ministri, et
quid nobis discendum est tota vitu, et pr@ quo nihil non pro stercore habendum.”
This is the cardinal doctrine of an evangelical ministry. as it is the cardi-
nal doctrine of the Christian religion : and they who hold it forth to pe-
rishing sinners, need have little fear of raising it too high, or of helding it
up too long. For a true portrait of Evangelical preaching, we refer the
reader to Evangelical works ; or, as Bolton happens to be on our table, we
shall let him speak for his brethren, in the following quaint, but faithful
summary of a Christian walk and conversation :

 If thou hast respect only to the commandments of the first table, and outward
performance of religious services, but neglectest duties of the second, and con-
scientious carriage to thy brethren, thou art but a Pharisee and formal professor.
If thou dealest justly with thy neighbour, and yet art a stranger to the mystery of
godliness, canst not pray, nor sanctify the Lord’s day, nor submit to a sincere and
searching ministry, which the first table enjoins, thou art but a mere moral man.
If thou put on a fourish and outward face only of obedience and conformity to both,
and yet be true-hearted in neither, as were the Pharisees, thou art but a gross hypo-
crite. Bear thyself holy towards God, houmestly towards man, and trne-heartedly
towards both, or thou art nothing in Christ’s kingdom, but still in the gall of bitter-
ness and bond of iniquity.”” Comfortable walking with God, p. 21.

In fine, Evangelical preaching cannot be theoretically wrong, so long as,
by Christ’s ewn appointment, it preaches mainly the cross: for it is only
by holding forth unto men a Saviour crucified for their sins, that they are
drawn unto him, John xii. 32; and from love spring search after the slight-
est intimation of his will, and rejoicing obedience. It cannot be practicaily
wrong, for it is notoriously, the most successful : on this point the evasions
of the Reviewer are so extraordinary, that we shall enumerate them for
the edification of our readers. At p. 446, he asserts that an Evangelical
ministry is particularly unprofitable, and that to leok for morality among
their flocks is to look for figs on thorns, or grapes on thistles ! In the se-
cond place, p. 451, he meets a reference to the exemplary conduct of the
supporters of the Evangelical party, by saying ¢ we admit the fuct!”

In the third place, he will not allow the fuct to be of any service to the
Evangelical party ; for he declares, ‘“we cannot allow of even good results
being brought about by false representations of religion.”

In the fourth place, he endeavours to account for the fiet in the follew.
ing charitable and argumentative method ; © We delieve, however, that their
becoming, practical, conduct has generally arisen, not from the opinions in
question (so far as these opinions are peculiar), but in spite of them ;” (the
italics are ours;) and the whole subject is summed up in the following
sentence ; “ We regard evangelical opinions, then, as having sprung out of
an increase of religious feeling rather than as having produced it ; and an
attention to facts will, if we mistake not, confirm this judgment,’” p. 452.
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Thus then, after having, for 24 pages employed all the artillery of argu-
ment, invective, irony, scorn and wit, against the unfortunate Evangelical
svstem, the result is, according to his own showing, Either that Evangelical
opinions produce the most pious men, or else that the most pious men embrace
evingelici/ opinions. O most lame and impotent conclusion! May he not
after all be a friend in disguise ?

We trust that the Evangelical party will continue to hold, as they have
ever held, the great doctrines of man’s depravity and natural corruption, of
regeneration by the Spirit of God, and justification by faith alone; and to
preach, as they have ever preached, Christianity, rather than Natural Reli-
gion. When the British churches shut their pulpits against these truths,
they must shut their Bibles, and their standards also: but, like the disci-
ples of old, if they are driven out of one city, they will flee into another ;
and, while the teeming myriads of the earth rush on from birth into eter
nity, these truths shall gather from among them a goodly portion for
the upper sanctuary.

We have left but little space for the Reviewer's remarks on the minor
peculiarities of the Evangelical party. He knows so very little about them
that he notices only one or two of their faults ; and these are far from
being the most gross and offensive. There is much good sense in the
following observations.

¢ By drawing the line that separates religion and irreligion too far on the side of
the former, they place & great many persons beyond the pale, who, though near the
boundary, might have been kept within it, and gradually engaged in a course of im-
provement ; but who, once excluded, will proceed to throw off all restraint. It can
never be too earnestly kept in view, that every difficulty we add to religion, is a per-
suasive to irreligion. Next, if religious persons refuse to countenance what are gene-
rally reckoned innocent amusements, these amusements will not be therefore abstained
from ; but being thus left entirely in the hands of the worthless, will acquire a dan-
gerous character from which they might otherwise have been kept free. Itis a
grent error to suppose, that whatever is not relished by a man of confirmed religious
feeling, is wrong and ought to be prohibited. You will not make a child love Greek
and mathematics by taking away his tops and balls. Butas he comes to relish those,
these will be forsaken. Increase just religious feeling, and leave frivolous unprofit-
able amusements to the fate that may befall them in consequence ; but do not ima-
gine that you will promote religion by prohibiting them." P. 451,

But there are peculiarities among the Evangelical party which do far
more harm than these. There is a large class at home, who give them-
selves up to a talking religion. They gather round some popular minister,
and the more readily if he has been led or driven into extreme views ;
he then becomes ¢ a dear man,” and dissent from his opinions is undoubted
heresy, Women, and especially young women, discuss fluently, and de-
cide without hesitation, the most abstruse questions in theology. They
have a language of their own, intelligible only to the initiated ; not to
understand it, or not to adopt it, ranks you at once with the ungodly !
But this is not all ;—a bonnet differing from the orthodox pattern, a pink
ribbon instead of a brown one, a ring on the finger, a good hat, or a
well-made coat provokes an ominous silence, or a shake of the head
more significant than Lord Burleigh’s. At present, temperance is
the rage. A bottle of brandy in the house, a glass of wine or beer on the
table, do all but unchristianize a family :—nay, we have seen more than
one individual looking in stern reprobation on the sinful indulgence of
sipping a cup of tea. We could mention much more of a like nature ;
but we shall reserve it for a separate paper. Now, though we rejoice in
the evidence that there is a serious and conscientious epirit alive in So-
ciety, we do not rejoice in its diseased manifestations, These things may
be trifles in themselves, and those who hold them might be left in quiet
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possession of their hobbies ; but they are most serious in their conse-
quences, 'T'hey scatter strife and contention, anger and uncharitableness,
in the very beat portion of society, and they estrange good men from each
other : for too generally, the advocates of these and other new or unusual
and extreme opinions, make no allowance for difference of judgment, and
hold their dogmas as the test and touchstone of real living piety. But we
will net be tempted to enter further on this fertile subject, at present.

It is pity that the reviewer cannot even let well alone, but seems to
have a pleasure in neutralizing and weakening the effect of his own state-
ments, What can be more preposterous than to blame the Evangelical
party for stricter observance of the Sabbath, abstinence from many amuse.
ments, and activity in promoting Missions, Tract, and Bible Societies, and
the like ? What more absurd than to class these with the penances and
pilgrimages of the Roman Catholics ? Long may they be distinguished
by such truly noble and Christian practices ; for these are the fruits
which avouch them to be  the salt of the earth.”” In spite of individual
cases of weakness and enthusiasm, in spite of the faults and follies which
are to be found amongst them, and which, on earth, are inseparable from
humanity, they hold forth the word of God which is able to make men wise
unto salvation, in all its purity, and adorn the gospel by their lives and
conversation. They have had men among them, who may take place with
the giants of literature ; they have had men who were grossly ignorant
and uninformed ; but the very least of them, who throws in his mite into
the treasury, from the love of God and his fellow-creatures, and who does
what he can, out of a true-hearted regard to his brethren, is worth scores of
the modern fry of litterateurs, who, from the paltry motive of exhibiting a
fancied superiority, fling abroad fire-brands without thinking of the result,
and spread desolation and misery through society, by throwing doubt on
every thing good and holy. Little and worthless must their souls be,
however high their acquirements, who, in an era like the present, dare to
tamper with the sacredness of religion, from other than the strongest and
most painful conviction of its utter falsehood—a conviction, to which it is
impossible that any honest inquiring mind, after studying its credentials,
can ever come. CHRISTIANITY i8S the consolation, the support, the crowning
glory of humanity ; and we would say, in the words of Tertullian, to every
one who attempts to vilify or degrade it : ¢ Parce unice spei totius orbis,
O tu qui destruis necessarium decus fidei.” Spare, 1 pray thee, the only
hope of the whole world, O thou who destroyest the necessary glory of
our faith!

M.

VI.—Short Notes on Moorshedabad and Berkampore.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dear Frienbs,

Learning, on my return to Calcutta after a few months’ resi-
dence at Berhampore, that short notices of Mofussil statious,
derived from personal observation, are deemed eligible for your
pages, 1 beg to offer the following to your acceptance.

With the statistics of Berhampore and Moorshedabad I am but
imperfectly acquainted ; besides, these may readily be gathered
from other sources. I give you merely my own impressions and

VI. 4 qQ
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the results of actual observation in regard, chiefly, to the pro-
gress of general edncation and true religion, in that district.
The only institutions for educational purposes are the Nizdmat
College at {’Ioorshedabad, and the Mission School at Berhampore.
The former, as its name imports, is essentially and primarily
an establishment for the education of the youth of the Nawib’s
family in its largest extent, and was, with the entire concerns,
political and domestic, of that family, under the direction of the
Governor General's Agent. It has latterly however been placed
under the control of the Education Committee in Calcutta,
aided by a corresponding local Committee, for the details of its
conduct. By the last quarterly return there were 84 pupils in
generally regular attendance. These include the Sahib-zddas,
or the young scions of the aristocracy of Moorshedabad, the
hopeful ¢“cousins,” in all degrees of remove, of the Nawib, who
constitute the majority of the éléves of the institution, and whose
benefit it chiefly contemplates. They are, as might be expect-
ed, the most irregular in attendance, not having the stimulus
arising from a necessity of acquiring the requisite qualifica-
tions for future employment, which urges the voluntary scho-
lars to a more constant and diligent application. Here as every
where else, indeed, we see the immeasurable superiority of the
Voluntary Principle, whether operating on boys or men, in Eu-
rope or in Asia, in reference to knowledge or religion, art or
science, love or morals. Boys, any more than men, are not easily
driven ; but, like these, may be effectually allured when a suf-
ficiently powerful motive is applied to and acts, without con-
straint, upon the reasoning powers or affections of the mind.
These yvouths present a motley appearance of mingled taw-
driness and slovenliness. Gauze robes, contrasted with flaming
shawls and tinsel slippers, please less even than they might, on
persons whose listless looks and almost irreclaimable indolence,
gelf-conceit and air of fancied superiority awaken only pity, if
not contempt. The disgusting red juice of the betel and its co-
ingredients, with which every lip is so nauseously besmeared, and
the flying hair escaping fromthe diminutiveskull-cap, bynomeans
add to the luxury of the spectacle ; and although there are, howe-
ver, some tolerably sprightly lads among the Sahib-zidas, it is
yet strikingly remarkable, as far as I have had room for observa-
tion, how far more alert, generally, are the Hindu youths, as well
a8 more solicitous Lo improve and ready of comprehension, than
the more respectable Maliommedan boys. The zenanah is to
these, a Lad preparatory school. The religious system itself un-
der which they are brought up, lays even a worse foundation for
the cultivation of the active powers, and elicits less of the better
movements of the natural mind, than the grosser faith of the
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former. They are more slothful than their compeers, the Hindu
alumni; in an ill-suppressed disdain of whom, too, the pride
of birth shews itself at every turn. I seriously question, were
it made optional to attend, whether half-a-dozen of them would
be found in their places, one week after the concession. Their at-
tendance, as was 9aid, isirregular ; partly from the foolish indul-
gence given to fancied complaints and childish prayers by their
mane secluded mothers, &c.; partly from the pernicious fre-
quency of religious festivals and domestic fétes; partly too, from
the etiquette of visitings and other idle intermptions to regular
study. The continued and more decisive requisition of the
active agency in the local Committee, resting, it is presumed,
chiefly with the Governor General’s Agent after all, might how-
ever, and no doubt will now, gradually improve upon this state
of things. The influence of that functionary is necessarily great,
as in him is placed the entire control of the whole (shall we say
royal ?) family and its concerns.  The individual who now
sustains the office is a gentleman of good family himself, and
possessing a cultivated mind, well read, and I believe zealously
anxious to use his powers advantageously for those whom they
affect. 1t may be questioned however whether they are, in fact,
always so employed. The instructors are, in the English depart-
ment, a head master, Mr. A. Jones; and a second, Mr.J. Bolton.
The former a young Englishman, the son of a clergyman formerly
a Chaplain on the St. Helena establishment, and a married man,
of very respectable talent and education, and I sincerely believe
most anxious for the improvement of his pupils; the latter was
educated at Bishop’s College, and has joined since I left, so
that I had no opportunity of seeing him; but I learn that he
gives excellent promise of adding materially to the efficiency of
the institution. There is a third master, an East Indian;
but the salary afforded cannot be considered adequate to the
gecuring of any very able qualifications, which would always
meet a better market. There is a Hakim or native doctor to
the institution, a respectable young man I believe, who received
his medical instruction from the late talented Dr. J. Tytler,
and who sustains the additional office of tutor to the Bengili
class. This branch requires a thorough reform, to render it of
much importance. The head teacher in the Persian depart-
ment is a sprightly, intelligent, and I dare say qualified indivi-
dual, on whose vigilance must depend the whole efficiency of
those under him.

The studies are Persian and Arabic, Hindustdni and Bengili,
English, (including grammar and composition,) geography and
the use of the globes, with, of course, writing and arithmetic.

4 a2
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The Sahib-zidashave generally little valuefor English; Persian
is their favorite. In this respect they present a striking contrast
to the Bengilis who err in the other direction, and mischievously
neglect their own language in the diligent pursuit of the all-at-
tractive English.

I attended the college repeatedly during my four months’ stay

in the neighbourhood, and frequently and most closely examined
the classes in the English, Bengili, general and scientific divi.
sions. The progress made is perhaps as great as could be ex-
pected, under all circumstances ; the addition of a second mas-
ter. and the assiduous exertions of the senior in introducing va-
rious improvements into the mode of teaching the classes, in con-
Juuction with the encouragement of public examinations and
the distribution of suitable prizes for real proficiency, will no
doubt, ere another year passes by, place this establishment on a
footing of much greater efficiency.

1 should attach very great importance to the frequent visits of
the gentlemen comprising the local committee, and of the Gover-
nor General’s Agent in particular; it would give an increased im-
portance and value to the course of study, in the opinion of the
pupils, their parents, and of the native population generally, of
the Mahommedan portion especially; it would encourage and
strengthen the hands of the masters and fortify their authority ;
it would tend greatly to ezpedite the obtaining of the necessary
supplies of books, &ec. and of itself, independently of a direct ex-
ertion of the right to enjoin, would naturally induce a fuller and
more uninterrupted attendance. Nothing so much retards the
improvement, not only of the absenting individuals themselves,
but of the pupils of a school generally, as the frequent breaks and
interruptions so occasioned to the course of instruction. The
classes are ever going backward instead of advaneing, and the
forward and regular boy is unjustly kept back in compliment ta
the indolent and indifferent. No master can then do justice to
his powers, or give effect to the best laid plans and wisest
system of education.

The number of useless attendants that accompany the Sahib-
zidas and choke the passages, &c. occasions much noise and con-
fusion, and ought not to be allowed.

Another disadvantage I observed is the want of suitable
books. Thus, Marshman’s ¢ Brief Survey of History,” was used
as a_first exercise in tranclating from English into Bengili! As
well might one put Tacitus into a tyro’s hand for his first essay
in rendering Latin into English ! "T'he small volume, published
I believe by the same worthy, talented and enterprizing indivi-
dual, from the Serampore Press, entitled if I recollect right ¢ Ex-
amples of virtue and vice, &c.” in Bengili and opposite English,
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would be a far better book, both as the English is so much easi-
er, and as it might be gone over in the following way—

Firat, read and parse each lesson in English regularly, till the-
roughly understoed ; then mark the corresponding Bengili ver-
sion, passage by passage, parsing and completely analysing that
also : next require from the pupils their own boné fide separate
translations, which should, lastly, be compared with the printed
one and the differences, mistakes, &c. pointed out. But to adopt
this plan or indeed any other successfully, there must be obtained
first, a concise Bengali and English Grammar, and secondly an
assistant teacher qualified in that language. The same or 2 simi-
lar plan with the Hindustini, would soon tell on the improve-
ment of the boys.

In addition to the College duties, the head master, Mr. Jones,
has gathered a subsidiary school at a small distance near his
own residence at Lilbigh, in which one of the first class youths
teaches a dozen or more of secondary pupils. This attempt to
prepare a future supply of students for the College, originated
in the zeal of Mr. J, and deserves every encouragement. There
he aims to attend particularly to laying the foundation of the firs¢
acquirements correctly, and especially to the ensuring of a cor-
rect pronunciation ; that at the College being far otherwise, in
most instances, from want of care at the outset. Of course, the
want of that large intercourse which young lads in Calcutta
enjoy, is against the youths of Moorshedabad. Here, too, the
tedious abecedarian fatigne and loss of time to the College
teachers will be spared, and the pupils when drafted from into
the upper school, may be put at once to higher studies.

The 1st class of the College pupils have gone nearly throngh
Marshman’s Brief Survey of History No. 1. In Geography they
have advanced as far as “ America.” As an exercise In {rans-
lation, the Hindu boys have commenced turning the version
of Robinson’s Grammar of History back into English, as the
Hindustini lads are doing with Captain Paton’s Astronomy.
Arithmetic, parsing, recitation, &c. also form parts of the studies
of this class. The 2nd class is similarly employed in the earlier
stages of reading, translating, &c.

There has been much difference of opinion, here as elsewhere,
on one great point ; those of the old school advocating the entire
exclusion of all religious instruction, on the stale pretext of non-
interference, &c. So far is this carried in the Nizimat College,
that certain books sent by the Calcutta School Book Society, not
assuredly likely to contain any over-doses of Clristian morals,
and not a grain of Christian ¢ruth, were positively rejected
because they contained the name of Jesus Christ in some places,
and spoke of him as ¢ our Saviour,”&e¢. !!! When will this absurd
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and ungodly cant (for it is no better) cease from the mouths
of Christians ? a cant at which common sense stands abashed,
religion shudders, and infidelity chuckles with undisguised and
undisguisable satisfaction, while Heathens and Mahommedans
of every class despise and laugh at us.

The desire for a knowledge of Englisk is ra idly operating
even in this dark locality : a proof of thisis clearly furnished by
the fact that while the Persian class must be bribed, the English
are volunteers. A noxious species of jagheer system, as it has
been called, which, as to the English department, has been happi-
ly abolished altogether, has been re-established as an inducement
to the study of Persian, now at the death gasp and so soon to
give up the ghost. Such is the tenacity with which they of
the old school, otherwise of good sense, cling to the usages of
other days ! Some lads actually get six rupees a month as a
reward for learning Persian !

The College is supported by an assignment from the Nizémat
fands; and this is positively the only portion of them that is
employed, within the family for any purpose beyond animal
existence and silly pageantry or superstitious observances, or
without it for any purpose whatever ! With such an amount
as some 16 lakhs a year, if recollection serves me, drawn from
the sweat and labour of the poor wretched riyats, it were surely
not too much to expect that something should be returned to
them in works and establishments of public utility : yet the fact
is as stated.

A building for the College is soon to be erected, in the
neighbourhood of the new palace. The plan has been. pre-
pared and I understand approved; the only hesitation is
about the site. It ought certainly to be, as local opinion
inclines to fix it, on the banks of the river, both for ap-
pearance and regard to health. The excessive accumulations
of filth and garbage within the city, the closeness of the native
habitations, and the narrowness of the streets, would render
any other situation equally undesirable and insalubrious, to the
European teachers and their families especially, all of whom
are to reside on the College premises when completed.

While on this head I cannot forbear remarking how discre-
ditable it is to all the parties concerned that the city of Moor-
shedabad should be in so disgracefully filthy a condition. I
have, on wet days, not driven but waded through worse than
what in Liverpool, in days of yore, we used to call  corporation
beds,’” vast aggregations of mire and garbage of all deseriptions,
which in dry weather compose hillocks that endanger an upset
at every few yards, with only the alternate pleasing intervention
of deep holes whose gulfs threaten, if not to swallow you up, at
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least to cast you over into their cleanly bosoms, and leave you
minus a buggy spring into the bargain ; no joke where & repair
could not be made nearer than Calcutta.

The city is fast depopulating ; every where you see dilapidated
houses, once respectable, whose owners have removed to Delhi
or other suitable refuge. The moral atmosphere of the Moorshe-
dabad Court is not either more odorous or wholesome than its
physical one asa city ; and it reflects small credit on the respon-
sible authorities that so little care was taken to open the mind
and form the character of the reigning Nawib when a youth, and
to give him a taste for nobler pursuits and enjoyments than the
indulgence of the sensual appetites can afford. It is melancholy
to think how vastly different an aspect this once metropolitan ci-
ty would have presented, had its proprietor acquired a taste for
improving its external appearance, or a desire for ameliorating
the condition of its population,—a taste and a desire which only
education could have given and a cultivated mind enjoyed to
exercise. As it is, in part indeed but not wholly, owing to other
circumstances of a political nature, and not confined to this lo-
cality but affecting the country in general, the depressed con-
dition of the population is most appalling. Instead of the large
income of the Nizdmat circulating in the healthy encourage-
ment of trade, and art, and institutions of learning, medicine,
&ec., it is either uselessly hoarded or worse than wasted in idle
shews, extravagant entertainments, senseless fireworks or vicions
indulgences, and in the most ridiculous accumulations of every
variety of toy, and gewgaw, and fancy article that the most
wanton cupidity could desire.

The new palace would be an ornament to any country. It
is a truly beautiful and magnificent building, and does infinite
credit to the taste and architectural skill of Col. Macleod, who
planned and chiefly superintended its erection, ably seconded by
Lt. Cunningham of the Engineers. Nothing can exceed the
chaste lightness and delicate proportions, in particular, of the
Corinthian pillars which support the great hall ; indeed the pro-
portions throughout arrested my surprized and pleased attention
at the first glance. It will be a truly royal palace when com-
pleted ; but the contrast with the surrounding poverty and
squalidness and filth, is too strong and sudden not to excite
a deep feeling of pain in the mind of the beholder ; oue heartily
regrets it should not be tenanted by a wise, beneficent and
good prince, exerting a healthy and wide influence over the
domestic and moral welfare of his subjects and dependants.
I am not in possession of the admeasurements. So much for

the college and the courts !
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The only Missionary or rather assistant Missionary, resident in
Moorshedabad, is Mr. Cussons of the LondonMissionary Society.
Mr. C. is an admirable Hindustdni preacher, has great fluency,
epeaks with much correctness, and, what is of rare acquisition by
Earopeans (Mr. C. is an East Indian), with an intonation abso-
lutely native. The senior Missionary from Berhampore (Mr. M.
Hill) spends one day in every week in this city. Mr. Cussons
with his native assistant, or catechist, is employed daily in
the various labours of preaching and conversing with inquirers,
distributing tracts, &ec.

M. C. also isa great, though secret, benefactor in another way,
having some knowledge of medicine, and a large acquaintance
with native simples, as well as of drugs &c. generally. His
stock of Loth Kuropean and country medicines, the latter of
which he prepares himself, is very exteusive and the natives
high and Jow flock to him from every quarter. He distributes his
advice and his doses gratis to all comers, exacting nothing even
from the wealthy, who scruple not to avail themselves of his skill
and liberality, but, with characteristic meanness, rarely indeed
feel a grateful impulse sufficient to induce the offer of the smallest
gratuity ! This benevolent man, out of a very small salary of,
1 believe, not more than 100 rupees a month (and he is a married
man too), yet contrives, with only some small occasional aid
from aliberal individual (which however he never solicits.) to keep
up his stock of medicines, thusdoubly a physician to the body and
the soul too : an instance of zeal and disinterestedness the more
engaging as it is unpublished and practised strictly in secrecy.
For my own part; I never heard of it till I went thither, (as I went
every where for information) and by questioning only learned
the particulars. My own mite (mite as it was) was thank-
fully received. I tried to procure a small monthly or yearly
allowance for medicines, thus distributed among the native
population of the city and neighbourhood only, from the over-
flowing Nizimat funds, but had not the good fortune to succeed ;
my application is yet unanswered, though made four months
ago ! Assuredly no more legitimate and no more beneficial mode
could be devised for the employment of a small grant, that would
not even be felt from the annual 16 lakhs! But I musthasten to

Berhampore.

Berhampore is seven miles, along the river, from Moorshedabad.
From the river, an extensive plain extends inward ; this is
the site of the cantonments. The barracks are excellent upper-
roomed buildings, and belong to Government, who keep them in
repair. The sides of two Jarge quadrangles are occupied by the
quarters, which are lower-roomed ranges of barruck in fact,
originally well built, but now very damp: a few on the bord-de-
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riviere, which are usually occupied by civilians, are large and
well-planned houses. One only is upper-roomed, and is now
inhabited by Mr. Laidler (an assistant to Mr. Watson the great
Indigo Planter) a man of some scientific attainment and the
very active and intelligent secretary to the lately established
Bechampore Horticultural Society.

The roads within cantonments are good, affording very
agreeable and open drives for the evening luxury of Hawwa-
khana. There were formerly between cantenments and the
city of Moorshedabad a large number of fine garden houses ;
these in the palmy days of yore, when gold-mohar trees yet
flourished, were the delightful residences of the European Bara
Séhibs, the ¢ Nawdbs” we used to hear of at home. They are
aow, with scarcely an exception or two, in a state of rapid
dilapidation, some altogether in ruins. The Nawib howerver,
occupies Fendal Bigh (or garden) which he keeps in good re-
pair ; but, goth-like, he has cut down the splendid avenue of
trees by which its approach was both beautified and protected.

To a stranger the feeling is painful, which a drive round the
silent cantonments, once noisy and gay, and by the ruined garden-
houses, exeites: all is so desolate and still. The thoughts are
carried back to other days, when wealth and splendour, festivity
and gaiety abounded. How great is now the contrast ! You
seem to walk over graves and to tread upon the vestiges of the
dead ; and how many a head indeed lies low, that was once
proudly raised among the lords of India, whose princely hos-
pitality made habitations that are now crumbled or fast crum-
bling into ruins, halls of pleasure and enjoyment ! Worldly
and evanescent delights indeed they were ; happy had it been
otherwise, for themselves and for many ! May | be tolerated,
Mr. Editor, if I here insert a few simple lines composed under
similar impressions, on a visit ssme few years back to Sukh
Sigar, the once magnificent abode of a princely Indo-Portu-
guese merchant, but at that time untenanted and seemingly
going fast to decay®.

Sukh Sdgar or © The Sea of Delight.”
Lines written on a visit to the erewhile splendid seat of J. B—tt—a,
Esq., 80 named, but now ‘“deserted and without imhabitant,” the writecr
having obtained entrance through one of the windows.

And gee ! where the desolate mansion of bliss
Stands silent, deserted and sad ;

Where the dank tangled grass hides the serpents that hiss,
And the jackals alone are now glad !

* 1t has Jately been repaired and iy again, | understand, inhabited by
Mir. Lauruletta. '
Vi. 4 u



T4 Notes on Moorshedabad and Berhampore.  [Dec.

Fast closed are the doors that were wont to unfold
For the idle, the busy, the gay—

Nat a voice to be heard, not a face to behold,
Not an object to tempt a delay !

Like a thief of the night, through the window I pase
To the Hall where the feast was array'd ;

Where circled full freely the laugh aud the glass,
And the revel till morning delayed.

How frightful a stillness now reigns through the place,
As in mock’ry mis-named “ of delight I"—

Of the glee of the living no vestige I trace,
"Tis the tomb of the dead meets my sight !

B—tt—o ! < the ocean of pleasure” is cross’d—
Did it land thee on shores of the blest ?

Ab ! haply thy bark had more safely been tossed
On an ocean by tempests distrest.

Too smooth was the voyage, deceitful the wave
That impelled thee along as it rolled;

"Twas a sea where, before thee, have found them a grave,
A million ten thousand times told.

"Twas the sea of false pleasure, expansive and gay,
Where breezes enchanting impel ;

Where beams of bright hope on the surface may play,
While beneath yawns the dark gulf of Hell?

Blest Providence ! guide the frail barks that still sail,
On an ocean with danger so rife !

No calm e’er deceive us, nor syren prevail,
Till we've passed the deep waters of life !

Ah ! Saviour of Mercy ! look down from on high,
When the storm rages fiercely around ;
Bid the bright bow of promise shine forth in the sky,
And the haven of rest soon be found !
On the River, Sept. 1829,

Since Berhampore has ceased to be a station for European
troops, the barracks are wholly unoccupied ; and the few quar-
ters tenanted by the small complement of officers usually pre-
sent with a native Infantry Regiment, suffice only to make the
vacancy the more palpable and impressive. There is nothing
observable in the way of building or art, in or about Berham-
pore. My own residence fronted the burial ground, the monu-
ments in which positively coustitute all that demands a visit !
Not an interment took place during my stay. But as Euro-
peaus only occupy their last narrow abodes within its precinets,
and the number of these is now so small, little argument can
thence be drawn either for or against the salubrity of the sta-
tion to English constitutions. ‘The whole cantonment is low ;
the surface of the plain is an inch or two below that of the
river at the height of the rains; it is defended by a high qnd
Lroad bund, along which is an agreeable mall for the evening
drive or morning walk. )
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Berhampore is destitute of a Chaplain, as it has ceased to
contain European troops; there i3 however, a neat and well
built chapel, which was erected by the zeal of the Rev. M. Hill
the Missionary, and which of course ig the property of the Lon-
don Missionary Society. Here a regular Sabbath service is
maintained throughout the year, changing from morning to
evening with the season. Mr. Hill is the pastor. The con-
gregation is as large as the scanty number of residents can well
malke it, since it includes all of every denomination, Episcopalians,
Presbyterians and Dissenters of every class. i. e. the entire resi-
dent population, with the usual proportionate deduction of snch
only as, unhappily for themselves, seldoin or never attend any
place of worship. Mr. Hill has been so long resident here (above
12 years) and 1s so well known and so very deservedly esteem-
ed and respected, for his excellent character, talents and un-
common zeal alike, that I believe another ministry would find it
difficult to draw a congregation. At least such is my impres-
sion from the result of certain communications on the subject,
with several excellent individuals of the Station. It has sel-
dom indeed been my lot to know any person so uniformly, so
universally regarded, in a society constantly fluctuating and so
variously constituted: and 1 will not refrain from adding,
though at the risk of offending the object of the assertion, so
deservedly admired and beloved.

Mur. Hill, with his able and amiable co-adjutor Mr. Paterson,
is assiduously occupied in the humble and unostentatious,
but most arduous and most important, sphere of Missionary
toil.  Mr. P. has been only a few years in the country and 13
of course not yet sufficiently acclimated to bear the same expo-
sure as his senior. The latter, indeed, seems to possess a con-
stitution of iron. T have been with him (but unable to do like
him) when, under a raging sun in the hottest period of the day,
he has stood for an hour or more addressing a crowd of natives,
without even the protection of a chatah ! This is a qualifica-
tion few Missionaries possess. Of active habits and vivacious
mind, this excellent Missionary is indefatigable in his holy call-
ing, preaching frequently not fewer than four and five times daily,
besides superintending (in conjunction with his able fellow-
labourer) a school on the Mission premises for native Christian
boys, and conversing early and late with inquiring natives, many
of whom come from considerable distances to discuss religious
topics.

lThe Mission house was planned and built by Mr. H. The

Mission compound is a highly interesting spot. ~ On it, besides

the dwelling house and the school before mentioned, is a native

chapel where Bengili service is held every evening in the week ;
4 r2
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at which, besides the Christian youtlhs of the school, natives from
without regularly attend, to hear a discourse froin one or other
of the excellent and laborious missionaries.

The scholars referred to are chiefly orphans, who have from
time to time been collected, and for whose reception a Native
Orpkan Institution has been established, entirely through
the activity of the Missionaries. seconded by the liberality of
some excellent Christians; of several high 1n the civil service
especially, whom, from a due respect for their truly Christian
motives, | forbear to name. with exception of one amongst them
already long past to his reward. This was the late Darvid
Dale, Esq. then Magistrate of Moorshedabad, and whom, with
his excellent and pious lady, 1 had, on occasion of a former visit
of only a few days to Berhampore, the privilege of knowing. 1
say privilege, for they were Christians indeed ; and in this bar-
ren land it is very refreshing and comforting to meet with
such.

About 1826 or 27 an orphan boy was sent in to Mr. D. from
the mofussil, and was for a time retained in his own house ; two
others were soon added ; and to instruct these poor orphans a
chiprdsi who could read and write, was hired by Mr. D. When
this pious and benevolent man was compelled to proceed for his
health to sea, where he died and went to a better home, the
three orphans were cast upon the Missionary. The succeeding
Magistrate, who entered with the same warmth of true Chris-
tian zeal as his lJamented predecessor, into the expanded views of
Mr. Hill, contributed the sum of 400 Ra. for the establishment of
an asylum, together with a monthly sum of 25 Rs. for its support,
which was continued till he also left the country. The objects
admitted are all native children deprived of both parents and
being under eight years of age. 1f much above that age, their
idolatrous impressions and habits will have become somewhat fix-
ed and be less likely to be erased by a Christian education. They
are instructed in reading, writing, and the truths of Christianity,
and. in due time,in the arts and manufactures of the country. As
they grow up, the object is to locate them together, and so form
a native Christian community, entively supported by their own
industry. These objects are perseveringly and most industri-
ously pursued ; and it affords a most delightful treat to a bene-
volent mind to visit this infant establishment, where, after early
morping prayers and lessons, meal and relaxation are over, you
may find a number of poor orphans of various ages learning to
epin, to weave, to carpenter, &c. not as an ungrateful task
arbitrarily and rigidly exacted, but kindly and considerately
directed and therefore cheerfully performed. Mr. Hill has
tried various expedients for giving the lads useful employments,
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by which they may hereafter be enabled to support themselves
and their future families; among others, whip-making was com-
menced, and most excellent articles were turned out, every way
creditable to the establishment ; but the prices at which these
could be procured in Calcatta, where they had the advantage of
a ready mart on the spot, were such as not to allow this to be a
profitable speculation. The staple at present is cotton thread
and tapes of all descriptions.

Mr. Hill has latterly taken a farm in the neighbourhood, on
which, entirely at his own personal risk, he has located indi-
viduals whom he can trust, and where by their labour he culti-
vates the mulberry; what he does not sell of this, is employed
in feeding and rearing silk worms; and which it is hoped will
ultimately produce a fund adequate to the support of the
Orphan Institution, to which it is entirely devoted.

The residents of the station have from time to time kindly con-
tributed their support,—in all cases coming voluntarily forward ;
for it is a principle in Mr. Hill's plan not fo beg, but rather to
struggle through difficulties with a simple dependence on a
kind Providence. In 1835 an excellent civilian, now in Cal-
cutta, most liberally gave 500 Rs. to commence the farm. This
contains 100 bighis of land at an annual rent of 100 Rs. The
money was laid out in bunding and levelling the ground, and in
planting 25 bighds of mulberries, the profits of which are at pre-
sent employed in extending the cultivation; this, it is hoped,
will, ere the year ends, have spread over 70 bighas. Itisthen con-
templated to raise suitable buildings and procure apparatas, not
only for the growth of the silk-worm, but for the reeling of silk.

The present number of orphans is 14; ten more are expected
in this present month of December, and future additions will
be limited only by the means of supporting them. 1T have
reasen to know that the Missionary’s personal sacrifices are not
small towards this charitable object ; and I know not one that
presents a fairer claim to the liberality of all who feel interest-
ed in the future welfare of India. It stands, for boys, precisely
on the same ground of recommendation as that most useful in-
stitution for native female orphans, the Refuge, so ably conduect-
ed by the indefatigable Mrs. Wilson, whose praise is in all the
churches as a true Christian philanthropist (an able Missionary
herself and second to none in zeal, energy of character, or de-
votedness to her pure and benevolent object) ; and though the
excellent Missionaries will not themselves solicit help, it may be
permitted one who has seen their work and who knows their true
devotedness to it and personal sacrifices for it, to show his coun-
trymen where they may be advantageously liberal, and how
they may effectually promote the great objects at onee of In-
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dia’s civilization and its conversion to a true and holy faith.
Save in the neighbourhood of Serampore, where the admirable
Baptist Missionaries have established a native Christian village,
I know of no set plan for such a systematic Christian founda-
tion of well trained and religiously educated native Christians
only, as is contemplated at Berhampore ; and I can bear ample
testimony that nothing of petty sectarian or party spirit en-
ters for one moment into the plan or conduct of this noble
institution.

I onght not to omit adding that the use of a small brick build-
ing formerly a powder magazine, which stood on the edge of
the farm, has been liberally granted by Government for the
double purpose of a church and a school.

The orphans enter school at 6 a. M., breakfast at 10, and are
employed in the workshop till 4. p. M. At sun-set prayers and
a sermon, as before observed, conclude the day, after which
they =up and retire to rest. This routine is, of course, occa-
sionally broken in upon by the sowing and cutting of the plant
on the farm, which cannot be done in the heat of the day,
as well as by the necessity of attending to the worms after
hatching till the cocoons are formed, which labour admits of no
cessation.

The institution, as stated, specially contemplates orphans only,
but is not strictly confined to such. The variety of employ-
ments in the workshop and on the farm, ¢ offer to the destitute
inquirer after truth, (who for conscience sake has left behind
him his caste, his people and his means of subsistence) a refuge
from persecution, 2 home and employment ;” here he may be in-
dustriously employed and earn his own support, without idleness
or dependance, at the same time that he is learning that which is
able to save his soul and make him at once a happy, a good, and
a useful member of society. Let not the friends of Missions ap-
prehend ap abuse of this provision. Idlers and impostors will
not long remain in an institution where the apostolic maxim is
strictly a rule— If any will not work neither shall he eat.”

Tbe worms have failed this last season, and instead of a pro-
duce of 800 rupees not above 60 have come from the farm, to
meet the unavoidable expences: so that there is yet ample
room for the iusmediate liberality of the well-disposed. |

As its prospects brighten, however, it is fondly and not withe
out just reasou hoped, that by the Dlessing of Almighty God,
the Berhampore Orphan Asylum, composed of industrious moral
Christians, will become a true oasis in the desert of ignorance,
bigotry and superstition ; and will practically shew to the sur-
rounding multitudes, the positive blessedness of Christianity ;
and in progrees of time also, will, frorn its own resources, send
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out and support its humble native Missionaries and well-pre-
pared preachers of the gospel.

There is not, I think, any benevolent institation in India,
formed on the same plan precisely. Most, or all of them, depend
for their continuance on the aid and benevolence of the Chris-
tian public in India or at home. But this, when once brought
to maturity, looks, under the divine blessing, to its own industry
and morality for its prosperity.

Thus, Messrs. Editors, I have fulfilled my design, very
imperfectly I am aware ; but I trust notwithstanding, that many
of your readers may feel somewhat of the interest in perusing
that I was myself ailowed to enjoy in inspecting the detail of the
Berhampore Mission and Moorshedabad College establishments.
I wishI could have compressed my observations within anarrower
compass ; but in truth I could have readily expanded them much
more than, from a regard to your space and a recollection of
the Horatian adinonition, brevis esto, I have ventured to do.
I am, Dear Friends, )

Yours faithfully,

CINSURENSIS.

Poaetrp.

ON THE END OF THE YEAR.

HEere on a point of Time between two seas,

The Future and the Past, I seem to stand—
While solemn thoughts my lab’ring mind expand,
And swells my heart and fail my trembling knees.
Backward, eternal ages’ vast abyss

Absorbs conception and astounds the soul—
Forward, the mighty waves majestic roll,

Strewn with the sons of misery and of bliss !
Each passing instant swells the ocean mass—

Lo ! floating myriads crowd the rushing tide ;
These in their nothingness unnumber’d pass ;
Those swept along in all their tow’ring pride.
Another wave—the living live no more,

And we that are, as those that were before !

Cossipore. W. M.
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Miggtonary any Religioug Entelligence.

1.—Carcorra AvuxiLiary BipLe Soorery.

We have much pleasure in announcing that the four Gospels and the
Acts in the Hindusténi language and Roman character have been printed,
and are now to be had bound together in one volume, at the Sociéty's
Depository. Of the books composing this volume, )

St. Matthew, was translated by Henry Martyn.

St. Mark,....coveiiniiniiiinniiineeee Mr. Bowley.
St. Luke,.... .« The Bangras Translation Committee.
St. John, iviiiiii i e Mr. Bowley.

The Acts,..........eccevevenvvneeneee.. The Bandras Translation Committee.
The Gospels and Acts are to be had either in Hindusténi only, or in
Hindusténi and English in opposite columns,

2.—Tae Durea’ Pusa’.

It affords us the highest satisfaction to announce that this festival, which
has usually exhibited all the features of a splendid debauch to Durg, and
which has been very extensively patronized by European gentlemen and
even ladies, was this year, owing to the discussions in the public prints, open
to such visitors at the houses of only two Hindu bibus, and there even was
but indifferently attended. The Durgé will in future, as far as Europeans
are concerned, we trust be a matter of record—a tale to be told. Thanks
to the press for the exposure of its shameless doings. But a year ago the
Commander-in-Chief visited it in great atate; this year scarcely a house
is opened and but a few half_Hindu Europeans are willing to bear the
stigma of attending to give eclat to the nichas of Durgi! And above all,
thanks to Him who thus guides and blesses the labours of his servants to
the suppression of shameless and indecent and corrupting deeds.

3.—GeNEROSITY OF THE BRITISH AND Fomrelen Biere Sociurty.
The British and Foreign Bible Society, with its accustomed liberality,
has placed at the disposal of the Calcutta Auxiliary two thousand copies of
the sacred scriptures in the English language.

4,—New Hinpu CoLLEGE AT SypyaBab.

The Friend of India announces the establishment of a new college at
Sydyabad : it is founded on the principle of the Hindu College in Cal-
cutta. It always affords us satisfaction to record any disposition en the

art of the natives to obtain information of a higher order than their own
imited schools afford ; but we are not backward to acknowledge, that if the
eame genius is to preside over the institution at Sydyabad that has influ-
enced the movements of that with us, we regret its establishment ; because
assured the same fruite must speedly appear. Strenuously as we ad-
vocate the importance of instructing the natives, we have no desire
to see the youth of India turned from idolatry to infidelity ; we would
rather see them idolaters and useful in their spheres, than puffed up with
pride and in the idle possession of such a mere smattering of Western scien-
ces and language as only lifts them above their own people without fittin
them to mingle with Europeans; this smattering of knowledge too, wel
saturated with infidel and sceptical principles, adding to their pride and
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idleness, a licentious creed and not unfrequently a licentious practice. We
have no wish to see the irreligiousness of alarge portion of the Calcutta
alumni extended to the Mofassil. We do not speak this in any carping
or cavilling temper. The matter is by far too serious to admit of such a
feeling ; we do it in order, if our pages should meet the eye of the Govern.
ment, to warn them that the system of education now pursued under their
auspices, has in itself all the elements which are essential to make only
bad men and unruly citizens. Such books and principles as produced the
Reign of Terror, are those most read and admired by the rising youth of
India !

5.—Bririsn Ispra, Ortum avp CHINA.

It was our intention to have replied ere this to an article which appear.
ed a short time back in the Englishman, purporting to be an answer to a
paper which was inserted in the Caleutta Christian Observer for Septem-
ber on the immorality of the opium trade. Indisposition and other causes
have prevented the completion of our intention. The style and temper
of the article was such as to demand our thanks, but the argument, we
thought, if fully carried out, would equally support slavery and even piracy
itself. It however left the great subject reprobated by us unteuched, viz. the
abomination of one government, and that a Christian one, violating the laws
of another and heathen nation with whom it was at peace, by the introduc-
tion of a commodity destructive of the health and morals of its subjects,
and ruinous to its exchequer—a nation too with which we are on terms of
amity and peace. The question has ere this, we suppose, been settled or
will soon be settled much more effectually than we could do it ; but whe-
ther so satisfactorily to all parties is not quite so elear. We ventured, in
the former paper, to affirm that the abettors of the system, be they indivi
dual or corporate, would soon meet with deserved chastisement ; little did
we suppose that the punishment, was even in its first form, so near at
hand. It appears however that the Chinese government are at length
determined to put down the traffic, on account of its evil influence over
the people, and its not less baneful results to the revenue of the country:
in fact they find that their bullion has been carried away by “ outside bar-
barians” for a poisonous drug! They have therefore ordered all foreign
ships away from the anchorage at Whampo, far down the river, where they
must be subject to the greatest annoyance and inconvenience ; and they
have also declared that all boats intercepted, carrying syce for the payment
of opium, shall be seized and confiscated to the government. As it regards
its own subjects, it has threatened the infliction of some of its most sangui-
nary penal punishments if they aid orabet. The measures aresevere, but
they show the spirit which actuates the rulers of the land. We hope that
a word to the wise is enough. We fear that China will not be humbled but
by arms; but sorry indeed should we be if the origin of such chastisement
should be the protection of an illicit traffic; and yet if the Chinese govern-
ment persist, this is in some measvre inevitable—for if the British govern-
ment patronise the trade, by growing the plant, selling it by special mono.
poly, advancing loans to its needy speculators, and in every way inducing
enterprizing merchants to embark their capital in it under its flag, what
less can they do (according to the laws which unhappily obtain in the
councils of men) than vindicale the injuries inflicted on her merchants and
the insult offered to its own flag through them? How painful to see us in-
volved in a sanguinary conflict to defend an illicit tratfic! The paper
which brought this intelligence contains a singular illustration of our re-
marks in the conduct of one Christian nation towards another. The Dutch
Government at Batavia have seized an American ship because she was
attempting to smuggle opium into the colony. Why should China be less
lenient to us than Holland to America ?



Meteorological Register, lmpf at the Surveyor General's Office, Calculta, for

© %1 s e = | Dayof the Month.

27
28
29

Barometer.
Of the Mer-
cury.

ur
@
>
@ ® W ® D

—_ N W W D
n) @D 0w~

,699(81,0
»757(52,0
»728|89,2
1676(82,8
y717(81,8
1746(892,6
1880(88,2
1900|83,2
+920(83,7
»920(83,0
»904182,6
»910|8],4
30,000(81,0
1024/79,8
1027(79,7
,000(60,8
29,960(78,5
»916(78,0
,948(76.8
»972(77,7
,990{78,0
,968|78,0
,938(77,7
,950,78,0

30
31

30,000(77,3
29,988 71,8

| Of the Air.

71,5
72,8
72,8
71,5
71,0
72,1
72,1

7,7
71,5

Snrface.

Of an Evap-

Minimam lempnnt\n‘e
observed at sun rise.

Temperature,

Wind,

Divection.

Cm,
Cm,
Cm,

E. NE,
S. E.
S. B.
Cm,
Cm.

w. bN.
w.
Cm.

Cm.
Cm.
N. w.
NN. W,
N. W.
N.bw.
Cm.
Cm.

71,0

N.

Maximum Pressure |
observed at oh, 50m.

Temperature.iWind.|

Barometer.

|
|

EXY
-
o223

)
- - Oy
(=R N-)

,600

]
=3
(=

,718
,758
794

,022
,036
,022
,970
1990
,040

/010

the month of October, 1837.

_ Appnrent Noon.

Temper ature,

Of the Mer-
cury.

®®®wd
—- Do
DO

81,5
80,8
80,8
81,3
62,1
60,5

79,9

I Of the Air.

-5~y 0 D ™o
ODDOON

Direction.

8.
w,bs.
w.
N.bw.
w,b.N,
w.b.N,
w.
w.
w.
Ww.
N. W.
N.
N.bw,
N.
Cm,

NE,

l Barometer.

‘OftheA.ir-
l

owLo®

W DT D~
COWORD PN ~D
LR XCR- e - )

)
o

85,5
92,2
91,0
86,0
91,4
69,8
90,4
86,3
86,7
90,7
66,9
81,7
83,5
82,8
84,2
86,3
83,9
85,0
83,9
87,0

Of an Evap.
Surface.

@ @ ®
]
[ ER=]

86,8
80,0
83,6
86,0
56,0
50,0
85,5
83,6
87,3

86,4
86,5
86,7
83,0
81,0
52,0
81,5
85,2

“"Observations mnde at

Wind,

w.,

, Barometer.

4800
1764
1722
1668
1657

.1682

1744

.1688

1670
»700

1744

1870
1910

w.b.N,
w.
N. W.
N. W,
N.
w.b.N,
E.

84,8
60,7
81,2
81,0)
52,0
81,6

-

81,0
80,8
80,4
81,8

86,6

80,8,

»906
1918
v9°0
Loos
1958
1004/
1980
1940
1936
1918
1930
1956
1960)
1930
1922
1942
1979

Muximum temperature Minimum Pressure Ohgervations made at
_observed at 2h, 40m. ____Observed at 4h. o, Aun ¢t.
Temperature. [Wind. '[empernrnre Wind. Temperatare.|Wind.
< £ z 4 : <
Sl iE | a5 | 5184 s VEB 1515, .
MERTIERE IR EL R I REL T
. Py . ® K] pe] .l @ |- =
HERHER ST R H G H
se|l8 6”7 A 5| 518” & 5513 (59 &
| i | et . | ——— —
84,5| 92,2| 87,6|%.b.5.],800| 67,8/ 86,0(85,8{e.b.x],814|85,8(83,0(83,6f 4.
88.6| 94,0| 6,8 8. |,762| 87,5 91,0(86,0| 5. =, },762[85,6(87,6/85,0[s.3. &
89,0| 91,4| 87,0 . |718| 83,9} 90,5(87,4] £, },720(86,0186,6/86,01 C:m.
83,5| 81,5| 81,5 8. 2. |,6%0( 82,8] 81,0(81,0} g, |,670|83,0,80,2|30 2.
80,1| 79,4| 79,7 =. |.667| 8B1,5[ 79,0|79,3| g. }.670181,4178,0|73,7| g,
84,6| 85,0( 83,7 8. &, |,670| 84,0| 83,7|82,5] &, x. | 884(83,7/01,5(81,51 g, g,
88,0| 86,5 86,3 8. w. |,720| 87,3 86,0(85,2| g, w. | 172 85vﬂ3310 82,7 Cm.
88,3( 92,0] 87,5 8. w. |,667| 83.6] 85,2|84,0| o, w, | 1690|84,0/83,8/83,0] Cm,
68,0 92,91 87,31 w. |,680| 87,2| 89,387, w. |1658185,7/854(84,31 Cpm.
86,7| 90,0 86,2|w.b.N.|,682| 85,9] 88,8185,1|w.b,N.| 1690[84,3/84,7(92,6] Cm.
88,0\ 92,0 86,3|w.b.N.|,728| 85,5 ©8,0/85,0] w, |,735/89,0|85,0/84,4 Cm.
88,2 92,2| 88,2(w.h.N.|,854| 67,0 87,3 86,5/ w.b.~.| 1660185,5/82,8/82, Cm,
88,2| 92,8( 87,0 w. |900| 88,5| 90,086,8| w. |,908|86,3/86,7/85,9 w,
€8,5| 92,4| 87,8|w.b.x.|,892| 87,6 89,3|66,0] w, [,900/34,5/86,0(84,5] w,
46,9 93,0/ 87,5/ w. [,000| 87,0] 90,5/96,3| w. [,906/84,0/84,8/84,5 Cm.
88.6| 91,5| 84,7/N, w.|.882| 87,5| 86,0182,8! x. w.],895|84,884,0(81. w.
86,4| 91,0| 83,0/ w. | s98| 85,0 85,5(81,7} w. |,914/684,1183,0/81,8| Cm
85,0| 88,0| 82,8|n. w.|.940| 84,6 83,561,5/n. w.|,958|83,8/62,0!79,4n. b,
84,5| 89,0 83,4|w.b.~v.],000| 83,7| 85.0:82,5 w, |[,004/92,4(31,9/60,8] w,
86,6} 91,0| 87,0| ., |970| £6,0] 88,086,0] .. |,976|64,5/82,881,5 Cm.
79,8 78,2| 76,5| .. |os2| 78,2} 73,1,14,2| .. [,960478,0/72,7|74,0f ..
80,8 79,0} 80,0/ .. |,018| 80.8( 79,7/79,9] .. |.918/80,3[79,0(79,¢] ..
79,2| 75,2] 77.5| .. }920] 77,0f 72,2|74,5 .. },924,76,8/72,0{73,5| ..
80,3| A3,0{ 81,0/ ., |927! 60,4| 83,080,8 .. |,930[90,2/80,0{80,7] ..
84,0| 87,0| 83,0 .. |,950 €3,0] 84,3/81,3] .. |.960{82,2/80,7/81,0] ..
83,8| 65,0( 82,8] .. |,950; 82,5| 84,0{62,0] .. |.958/32,0]80,8/61,0] .
€3,2| s6,8| 83,0 .. |.918] 62.0| 84,7(52,3| .. |,927(8},7/80,9(80,3] .
83,3| 86,0| 82,0 .. |91 82,0/ 83,8/80,7/ .. [,923381,5(80,0150.7] ..
80,8| 86,5| 82,11 .. |,035| 80,%[ 83,880.7 .. |.940/80,2/80.280,0 ..
83,6 87.5| 83,0| n. li966| 82.0| s5.02.5] w. [.97081,5079,9:50,5 w.
81,7 83,0| 60,7 w. ),900( 81,0) 82,2/50,0] w. [,910,50,8/80,0;30,0) Cra.

1902

| Rain Gauge,

0,55

0,59
0,08




THE

CALCUTTA

QREBUSWIIAN QLSRR 7AR,

EDITED BY

CHRISTIAN MINISTERS OF VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS.

VOL. VI.

JANUARY TO DECEMBER,
183%9.

Calcutta :

PRINTED AT THE BAPTIST MISSION PRESS, CIRCULAR ROAD;
AND SOLD

BY MESSRS. THACKER AND CO. AND ALL OTHER BOOKSHLLERS.

1837.



CONTENTS.

ESSAYS, &c.

America, Difficulty of providing missionaries, Cruses, ..........c.iveuini..n.
——— Importation of School Beoks from, .........cocevnvmnaecinniaa.n,
Progress of Temperance Societies in, ........c.covciieccieioenses
Anecdote of Rehgxons Ladies, during the fire on board the ¢ Kent,' ........
———— of Bishop Latimer before Henry VIII
Anniversaries, Religious, Proposal for more convenient seasons for, ...
Artificial Verses, Bengali, Specimens of,. .
Atheism and Geology, «...evverreroeesorotereenesroasosessseotostasaornans
Ava, Disturbed state of, Col. and Mrs. Burney’s kmdnds, e
Bandrus Sanskrit College and English School at, ..c.voevcevnennennnennnn..
Baptism 'of Dwérkanéth BOS, tiiieiiiiiiimiaiaiaes Ceerieeseerereereeean s
Barduwdn, Notice of the Church Mission at, ........ .....%w...
Barman Empire, Conversion of 200 Karens, ......ccccovvrvrorerccncneinns
————— Baptism of the King’s Physician,
Baptisms at Tavoy, ........... -
———————— War with, in prospect, ...
Basle, Further encoumgement to young mxsslonanes from, ..
Berhampore and Moorshedabud, Sbort notes of, ... cee fereeereen sen
Bible, Its translation, Answer to Circular from Sad.lya, freceevaceriantnnran
Calcutta, Religious feeling and Missionary labourin, ..........cocvaiainnn.
Cattack, Correspondence regarding scarcity of food at, .
Ceylon, State of Religion in,....ovvnvneee sessene
Charak P4jé, Cruel practlces at,..... chereaae s
Charles Wharton, the American Shlp, Reuval of Rehglon m, .
Ching, Dawning of success in, «..cevvvvieronerorennenons
Papers on the Opium traffic i m, tesevenens
Christian and Hindu Parental feelings, ....
Christians in India, Duties of,
on the question of their doing good in India, .. . ... eerreees
Continent of Europe, state of Religion and morals on, .......cvvvienncenns
Conversion of 200 KAIEDS, vveuveerrierorerteee sovenronvaarsasesenassnses
—— and Baptism of the Physician of the king of Av-a. perseeistenananan
Correspondence, Chapters of,....c.e..ou. .. .. 39, 118, 184, 278, 398, 455, 517,
Corrie, Bishop, Short Memoir of,.. .. .. ceiveienintonceierosonnasnnaciaansns
Critical. Observations on Coloss. i, 15—20, .....
Deaths of Mrs. Hall, and the Rev. Jacob Thomas, .. ...
Dictionary, Bengéli, DeRozario’s, Notice of, 317 ; its authorshlp nndxcated
Doctrines and Precepts to be hung up in Schoolrooms,
Doing good in India, Facilities to private Christians for,..cocceeiiviieervernns
Duff’s, Dr., Defence, against articles in the No. for January, 1836,.. .
Dwdrkdndth Bos, Bapism of, ...ioiviiiiicieicnnnncnscinsersannas
Edmburgh Review and Evangellcal Preaching,
Education and Evid » Remarks, in defence of, by Dr. Duff, ............ 31,
, Notices of, from various parts of Indm,
Progress of, in Katak, R
, Sadiyé Mission, Asém, ......... vesenn Ceeteeiuiuserartraeersnenes
——— of the Manipur Rajé
y Hints to Mothersom, .....c.iceieenenianencnanes .
» English, Progress of, in Gorakhpur,........
, Mr, N. Smith’s Pamphlet O, civvnnes cees
Egypt, Modern, .......
Enigmas, Benghli, Speclmens of, ..
Father's letter to his Children on depnrtmg for Europe,. .-
Festival, Muhammadan, of the Ramadan,
Foster's Original Sermons, Notice of, covvoeiieieieinenienecscencesicnennces
France, State of Religion and Moralsin,.................... tetesresrensanen

Page

185
253
353
143

403

n7



iv Contents.

Fraser, Mrs. of Allnhabad, Faneral address for, «..v.ieesiveassretsierssnsen

Funerals, Muhammadan, Rites and Ceremonies at,.

Geology nud Atheism, . e asvaeneven erens
Gorakhpur, Progress of Educntion nt Pe eeresnasianes .
Gospel, The self-evidencing power of, .. ..o.ooviveeeeiens Ceere srrevaees
GOVERNMENT SANCTION of IDOLATRY 1 Jagaunéth, ......... .

» BENGAL !..civvvnnians .
y MADRASI! .. tivievninnnns.
y BoMBAYIHL oL i,

Hall, Mrs. of the Arakan Mission, Deathof,....vovivie sinveienaenns
Hemans, Mrs. Life of, ...c...0 soiiiiiiiiiiiasiinnisnansssnsan Crerieianas
Hindwism and Christianily, Parental Feelings ﬂowlng from, Cerrsesiraaienees
Home, Reminiscences of, ...... ..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinen, evrreienanes .82,

Sailor’s, Soctely, ... .cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiititianeaas .
IDOLATRY, GOVERNMENT SANCTION OF, ! Jagannéth.........ccu0.s

,» THE THREE PRESIBENCIES !

Psa Masih and I'shé Khrist, objections to two versions of the Redeemer’s name,
Islands of the South Seas, Religious Intelligence, ......e0veenns tieeeaa. .. 565,
Jagannith, GOVERNMENT SANCTION of lDOLATRY at,.e.....
~—————— Proposed MODIFIED interference with, ..........

Jews, Beginning of the latter growth of the, ........... ceeaes
Journal of the Bev. Jaseph Wolff, Abyssinia and Yemen, ... .
Karens, Funeral Rites of the, .. cevecienee sivesee snvetscsoncsstosssornes
, Conversion of 200, ...cv0e cevevrvsvscneans

Katak, Notice of the Schoals at, «...cceneierrrvnesn. ceneane

» Correspondence regarding scarcity of food 8t,......
Ehunds or Khundahs, Description of them by Mr. Brown Orissa. Mlssmn, 151,
Khair Khwah i Hind, Notice of,.. ..

Il per

Latimer, B;shop, and E[enryVlIl A.needoteof,............. e
Latter Growth, Beguunng-s of the shooting up of the, ..... Geenreaaaaia,
Letters of Mr. Bouchet, Missionary, of A. D. 1700,
Macquarie Lake, Mission to the Aborigines of, .....
Muhammadas Festival of the Ramadan,............ .
——————— Marriage and Funeral Ceremonies,....cccueveeeveceacs inns eeve
.Ifuiamnadﬂ.smlnﬂla,Chmcternndmﬂunuof teesesns tescntasarens
mer,Edumhono(theyoungBa;aof. cacaons ll,

Mavrriage Cr of Mub ceeeees oo
Maternal Associations of America, Rules of the
Memoir of late Bishop Corrie, ......... cee
Missionaries, Propriety of establishing Schools for Children of ..... cresere ..
——  MOoDIHOnS th, .. et i eitii i ciirar i cetecebsasesaesesesacans s
HmumaryLabarmCa.lcuttaandxt.sresnlts,......... ..
Devotedness, .... el vesesseereesssecactaseesnsranacsrraene
——Sumess,Onth:Wutof
Mothers, Hints to, on Edueation,.. .. ..ccecee o civeieniononierrvensannsss
Moorshedabad and Berhampore, Short notes of, ...... ees sesscensesssures

Nath Padri, Questionable propriety of the title of,........... [
NATIVE SCHOOL-MAETERS, over-payment of them, ........c.co000venne ceen
Beply to the above, by a young native vevens

NEw YEAR, The,......

Note Indiane, ..... coecccevecossesaresatanan .

oud Year,The, vereen sesasracssacassesnn as
Opium Traffic wlth Chma d.lsgranefu.l to England ................... o es 476,
Orphan Asylum, Praise of refusal of Theatrical Dongtion t0,.. cocveoesoivas.os
Pddri, Questionable propriety of the title,.............. vere
Pu.Gn.u( Tax, Proposed modification, SEcuRING 20,000 Rs. per annum, .
Practical Remarks, Extracted from Dr. AdamClarke,.
Precept and Ezample, from Amn. Mother's Magazine, ......cccoererenn. e
Proper Names, Objections to Roman Orthograplvy of, by Cineunnsls, cererans
—_—— Calcm:unns IDTEPlY,.cvvverer worsrorenorercensssnsan

~——————, Rejoinder of Cinsurensis,.. ..
Proposal for extendmg Popular Instractioa,
FProtracted Religious Meetings, in America and Union

455
189
445
625
273
665

41

40
123

551
657
484
400

41
556
424
237
253
300
356
654
170



Contents. v

Proverbs, Bengéli, by the Rev. W. Morton, .......... Pgﬁ
Purnfyd, Bhort Sketch of v vvvrvrvene vr vunnnnn. . 57
Religion, amongst Sailors,........... e tete e 540
Religious Meetings in the Mufassil, Concentration proposed, ... ........ ..... 399
Reminiscences of Home, .. ..v.covee consneans verenees ettt ee et besenennen 82, 289
————— of & School-boy, Reward of pride, «.......ccoveeurunernrvners. 403
Revival of Religion, on Board the ** Charles Whartor’, .......... veer ieneses 26
Roman Character, adopted by the Sadiys Mission,................ [P 188, 252
—_— ,» Cingurensis on Orthography of proper namesin,........ .. 253
————, Calcuttensis in reply, 300, Rejoinder by Cinsurensis, .. .... 356
—, Progress of, at Subathn, .....cocvvveivvana.., ... 281
» use of, in supercession of the General Character, .......... 286
y Newspapers in Berlin printedin,..........cvouunnnn. vere. o 286
=——————————, Prospect of & School Society, .....ococvvrvreres conne vun 367
Sadiya Mission, Arrivals, Roman System, Approved of, .. o.vvvervvernnnnn... 252
Sailors, Religion amongst them,......vvvuieieinimieenenrenieaeinnnnnnanan, 540
Sailors’ Home Society, Establishment of, .........c.0cn.... tertreetianionon 131
Sambhalpur, New AmericBn Mission, «.eveeereevnrnrnrereeanrnesnennsnnnns 398
School, Proposed for Children of Missionaries, ........ovovevvanrnnennnnnnnss 298
School Book Society, Christian, Proposed Estahlishment of, . el 544
School Masters, Native, Mitra on overpayment of, ... coveivnnnerorieassn... 40
~——————, Reply by a Native Youth, ...ccovree.viiniiieiiinivaveennnenranss 123
School Society, on the Romanizing plan proposed for,........coee coevinnn,.. 367
Scott, Sir Walter, Hisletter to the Countess of Purgstall,......c.ceevernn.... 228
Seaman’s Friend Society, Report and Appeal,.....c.cootvveiiiviiianinninennn, 460
Smith, Mr. N., his Pamphlet on Education, &e¢. ....coccveeennnnnaenoaan., 517
South Sea, Islands, Missionary Labors, ..cccovuieeveerresioonnsnanronen 565, 641
¢ Storm"" (The), Home Reminiscences,.. e bireesacerensae. 280
Success, Missionary, On want of,........ eateesacsennenrarne 625
Temperance Society, Calcutta, Inquiry from America,........... veeees 432
——, Table of Proportions of Alcohol in liquors,........ 288
——, Progress and Trimph of, in U. States,........c.cvoieivininiil, 353
Thomas, Rev. Jacob, of Sadivd Mission, hisdeath, ....... . 455
_ ~————, Lines in memory of, .....cceovnvianns 588
Translation of the Scriptures, answer from Sadiy8,............ .. ceeress. 302
_— , Suggestions on the word  Trinity,”” .....c..oiiiviionainnann, 458
—————, Difficulties in regard to the name of the Redeemer,. 557
Truth? What 08,00 cuveeencveneeacroossanorossssscansoces 18
Trinity, Suggestions on Translations of the word, ........ [ ceserie. 458
Varieties, Chapter of, oo v. v uuiiiiniunne terasnerntatssetesonsioarsscessnos 228
Vernacular Languages of India, Remarks oD, ..cccveneerieaiasesconvannsns 393
— , Mr. N, Smith’s Pamphlet, .....coco0veanenens ereeneiseccaaninn 517
Western Provinces, School Book Society Notice,........ teee amen eseuas 145, 184
REVIEWS.
s 614

 Charge of Bishop Corrie,” at Primary Visitation, -....coe0everensicinians.

V¢ Christian Keepsake and Missionary Annual,’ oo.ovovivivinins corniaiannnnn
¢4 Dictionary,” English, Benghli, and Hindustéai, of P. §. DeRozario, ...... 317

¢ Education'’ and Report of * P. I. Committee,” -...ooorviiinieinnennanioans 49
14 Instructions’ to ‘* Missionaries to the Indian Archipelago,”................ 309
¢! Letters to East Indian Youth,"" Prospectus, ....c.vv cieieiecniriaieinensas 92
4 Missionary Records,”’ India, the Rev. Dr. Carey,c....ccocievacvianenne 84, 199
** Natural Theology,' by Dr. Chalmers,.....covneee teneiianiaiirnecacnone 258
New Testament, Compilation of, reflections and devotional exercises by H.
Thompson, v.ever tevroanaes sonaonan bt st i eisaserasatenstasrnasens 90
‘¢ Oriental Fragments,”’ by Moor, Author of the Hindd Pantheon,........ 431, 490
¢ Sermon’ at Pursewaukum Chapel, Madras, .. ccc.cooiermecrcrereecsnenens 137
——, ¥ Visitation,” by the Bishop of Calcutta,.. .evovvreieieincninnen 268

——, ' On the Death of Bishop Corrie,’’ by Rev. J. Mundy,.... ...... 268

Translations of the Scriptures and Psalms, by the Bible Society,.. ............ 440
POETRY.
¢ Hebrew Song,” Ruins of Jerusalem by ¢ C.7 ovvviiiiiiiiiionenrinines . 533

# Linen" op the Death of the Rev. Jacob Thomas, ... vcvee crvniseneeninne



vi Contents.

Page
4 On the deatk of Bishep Corrie,”’ by Montmel..,.... Pers eIt s siar e r et es “y'
1 Missionaries Welcome,"' to a Brother,...... 420
CThe Lost CNtY." v v iviveiiviannniinns 608
¢« The Missionaries Departure for India," . . 498
“ The Penitent Thief,"’ on Calvary,.. O 11

1< Sonnet on the close of the year,” vams\lrensil, “euess sersessrrsearescase 07D

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE,

PRESIDENCY OF FORT WILLIAM.
Calcutta Societies and Associations.
Apgri. and Hort. Society, Premium offered for Treatises, .cevuvacsieresae. 326

Auxiliary Bible Society, support from the Parent Society, «vcvocvievevnere.. 145

, Establishment of Deplts, ....cociiiveviarvnnena., 145

Assocmtlon, Report, ......... Ceesiraseeseseinseses 152

Baptist Missionary Society, Seventeenth Anniversary, ...veveeeeieeseescnees. 335

, Seventeenth Report, ....cccivivieianonvneinnnnes 863

Female School Society. Sixteenth Report, .covviverivereneennnen.. 323
Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, Report,.....cv...

Nineteenth Anniversary.
Benevolent Institution. Nineteenth Report,.....c.ccv cvven [
British and Foreign Bible Society, Generosity of, ........v0ciuinn.... .

Christian Iaostitution, Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, ...v.....0c .... 558
Christian School Book Society, Proposed Establishment,..«.veveveveereenees 544
Expected early organization of, .............. 620
Christian Tract and Book Society, works since its Institution, ..............
, Liberality of the Home Society,. .322, 505

, Publications of, for sale, ..... 562
Church Missionary Association, Thirteenth Report, covovereneceeiireiensn,. 324
Church Missionary Society, Twentieth AnDiversary, .. ..ocveeevevasiccananss 94
, Iostitution for Native Ministers, .ee. vovuunns eren 94
, Removal of the above to Mirzapore, .............. 504
, Twentieth Report, ..su.e soceses Cereeiererias . 181
District Charitable Soﬂety, Sixth Report, ......... sesevsencsranis rese. 325
General Assembly’s School, Visit of Governor General, ......... Ceseneiesains 146
————  Institution, Foundation laid, ...... .. la7
High School, Eleventh Report................ ... 562
Infant Schoul Society, necessity for exertlon, c..oeeerencnns coivneinians e 320
——————— Branch at Chinsurah, .... teve-sesae 330
Ladies' Society, for Native Female Educatmn Th.lrteenth Report, ...... erenes 619
Religions Societies, Guide to Office Bearers, ........... ceserreteteciananas 558
Sailor's Home, Soclety, ceeceenes sescevesesuesenveen 131, 208, 505
—————, Building granbed by Government ....................... ... 319
—— rations in Jly,eeeeveeoaeorcacereasae aevennre cunssnnne 441
School Book Society, Eleventh Report,.. 324
Seaman's Friend Society, its objects spiritual,. . 209
, Liberality from America, ......coecveeearasarsanes 452
Sydyabad, New Hindua Collegc Bty ceeecvoeccrctccisnacssncesnncaness eerens 680
Translation Society established by the Bxshop of Calentta, ¢vvesveeeenneneren 322
MISCELLANEOUS.
Allahabad, J. MacEwin, to officiate as Chaplain, ..... cesasesessnoiesesneas 95
Orphan Christian School Established, .. .o 320

Armenians in Calcutta, Census by Mr. Avdall, .......... R
Arrivale, Rev.G. and Mrs. Stubbins, for Orissa,.......cooeverseees. [ 95
——— Rev. J. Bradbury for London Missionsary Society, sosvvvercesoaorass 144
Rev. J. Campbell and Mr. Jamieson, at Sa.hérunpur, rensreerse aes 144
Rev. J. Newton and Mr. Porter, Ludidnf, .......co0 soveeconces. 144
Rev. J. Wileon and Mr. Rogers, Subéthu, R X 7 |
— Rev. J. Hughes of Maulmain at Calcutta, ......... .
Messra. Bronson, Hall and Thomas, from Americs,
Rev. J. and Mrs. Tomlin, at Chira Punjf, ........

Rev. Mr. Medburst of Batavia, in England, .....cc.co00cc0eeness . 319
Rev. W. H. and Mrs, Pearce, at the Cape, ...... 00000 vresas vseeee 319
at St. Helena,...oco svo. oeeseesses. ~ 388
in Eogland,...cc.e00iviesveacncease 505

News from Sea, from Mr, Leechman, ....evveareivncsrinsnoeions. 388




Contents.

Arrival, Expected, of the Rev, Mr. Macdonald of Pentonville, ..............
of the Rev. W. H. Meiklejohn, . ... ....
, Expected, of two Missionaries, from the London Mlssmnary Society,
"of Rev. W. Buyers of Banéres, in Caleutta,..........,.....
, Expected, of four Church Missionaries, two for Agra,..............
———, of four American Missionaries,.. ..... terissenesannn ches
Asdm, Attention of Europeans directed to it, ..............cvueu.n.
Bnnﬁrns Establishment of a Christian School Book SocieLy at, ereaas
Bnptnsm of a Bréhmen at Berhampur, Orissa,...............
of two young men fromn Calcutta, at Ludiéna, .......
of n Convert after six years, at Union Chapel, .....
Barrackpur, Governor General’s School for Hindu Boys, ......cvvivvnnnnnnn.
Brahma Sabha, dying a Natural Death,
Brett, Dr. notice of his Native Hospital,. .
- British India, Opium, and China,....... v eiasae sreeeereianas
Brown, Rev. Mr., from Orissa, attached to Serampur Mlssmn, ..... rveeeees
Charak Padja, Appeal against it to Government and England, ...... creeiaae .
Chira Pin)i, Intention to establish a place of worship, ......... eeriieeeata.
Christian Preaching, Calcutta, more extensive arrangements,........ 142, 505,
Unity, Rev. Baptist W. Noel’s Tract, ....ccoverevnnrnrennininians
Church in India, Duty to raise up Missionaries, .............. Cerrreareeane.
———, Noble Generoslty of a friend of Missions, .
Corrie, Blshop, Public meeting in hooor of, .......... ceee ...
,» Sermon on his death, by Rev J. Mundy, Ceereeenns eeneens
Crowther, Rev, J Deputed to supermtend the Wesleyan' MISSIODS, ........ .
Deaths, Mrs. Stubbms, feaaaseieteetnesatecteiasattstocrontaaanes .
Mrs. Lockwood of Batawa, ceresssnseanae
Mr. Carey Barclay, of Serampore, .....
Mrs. Todd of Madura, ..ceoeeneeen oven
Rev. J. Anderson, of Patna in England .
Departures, Rev. W. H. and Mrs. Pearce, to England

—_ Rev. J. Mack and Mrs. Mack, of Serampore,.......... .
—— Mrs. Micab Hill and family, from Berhampore, ........ ..
~————— Rev. J. Tomlin and Mrs. Tomlin, to England, ..... vens ..
————a— Rev. H. Malcom, for Madras, ..ceveveeveeccocnoanananss .
————— Rev, J, Tonlin and family, (Gregson burnt,) to Assam, .. e
————— Rev.J. and Mrs, Leechman, from Serampore, ......ccovnuina...
———— Rev. Mr. Hans, from Bellary to St. Petersburgh, .. ........... ...
~—————Rev. J. Hieberhn to England, ......o0iciinenaen Ceieeernrieeas ..
e———~—— Intended, of Mr. Pnrnell from Mndras to Syria, ..... eheeenaeas
—_— - "Rev. W. Start, from Patna to Europe, «oocvvinne...

.—— Rev. Mr. and Mus. Goadby, to Europe,

Rev. J. D. and Mrs. Ellis to the Straits,
Rev. J. Bateman, Rev. Dr. Mill, Mrs. Piffard,..
of Rev. Mr. & Mrs. Webb, Amn. Bap. Mission,..

Dharma Sabhé past its zenith, .. ...civneiiiiiiiaeiciinaiiinean [P
Dum-Dum, Successful Tempelance Socnety at, Col. Powney, PR ..
Durga PuJé reprobation of attendance of Europeans at, ....o.n PN
Ecclesiastical Establishment to be increased by reducmg salaries,.coovseuan..
Education, Preference of English, in couferring Revenue appointments, ......
of females, Mrs. Wilson's ** Refuge,”.... ... Ceeeanenen ceves 211,

Europeans in India, may settle and hold lauds, ... .... ..........
TFemale education, Mrs. Wilson’s ** Refuge,”” ......c.civivvanenns
Fires in Calcutta, Proceedings in consequence of, ...............
Fort Gloucester, Examination of the school there,.......... AN
Governor General, Visits the General Assembly's School, ........
--—-'s School for Hindu Boys in Barrackpur park,........
——.—————"s Departure for the Upper Provinces,.......... .
Hinduism, Renewal of violence and illegal opposition to couverts from, R
Hindu Preaching, proposed establishment of Bungalows for,......

Seretenrean

Horsburgh, Capt. Light houses to be built in mcmory of,c... .. ..., Ceeeae
Haghli College, Its prosperous condition,.......... [N
Idolatry, efforts at home against Government sanction of,.. c.c.covvvnennnn .
) B XPeOSIVE, . tives tiiiiivs i iaiiaes Sre s a et
s 12,000 Rs. paid Hamilton and Co. for & silver temple to Shib,. .
Indian Acndemy, examination at 19th September,....... Cer e e,

Karens, Baptism of ninety-two, ......oovveieiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiis e

vii

Page
388
441
441
504
505
557
321
620
232



vitl Contents.

Khair-khiwah { Hind, Notice of, ... .oiiiiiiiiiinnninsetiioronensrs oras
Lindeman, Mr. his benevolence to the poor and destitute,....vvvvvvvesivnnion
Lorimer. Mv, Death of, . oot ittt iiiice it s et i i a e
Mabesh Chandra Ghos, Funeral Sermon for, by the Rev. K. M. Bhoarjyé, ...
Mulkin, Sir B. H., @eRth 0fy .. cont ittt iiaseseesssssensass snossssnsesens
Marriages of three native Female Christian, at Krisnapur, ..oooivievvioensss
Medical Missionaries for China, Advertisement of London Missionary Soclety,
Meteorological Register, &6, 108, 156, 216, 272, 336, 3992, 443, 508, 564,
Missionary Ships Rosabella, American Barque, ... viviviviiiviennnersrsens
Morton, Rev. W. H., his Secession from the Church of England, ......0v0.
Native Hospital of Dr. Brett, .. .o.oviviinnen

Oppression of Native Converts, .......... .
Ordination of the Rev. J. Hughes A3 Priest, ....c tiveviereerinranseenssse
of Rev. J. Goldstein, and Bébu Krishoa Mohan Bénarjy4, Deacons,
Oriental Scminary, Seventh Annual Examination, ..c.voiviiiviancraniiansens
Orissa, Opening of a Chapel at Berh&mpur, .. ..ovveiieinionaisissssornces o
Baptism of a Brahmén,.... ... .. Ceteretteesrearenetsasenrainen o0
Plague, Sir C. Metealfe’s Minute, .. .oo. voivieneionnnen
Punch Houses, extensive effects of the Seaman’s Home,.. .

Rainbow, (the) East Indian Periodical, Cautions,.....c.... ererasee
Return, Expected, of Rev. G. and Mrs. Gogerly,............ teesseeree
—_— Rev. J.MacKk, .. ccvniinenenirissstcneenssosesoncncnsanes

- Rev.J. D. and Mrs. Ellis, from Akyab,.... .

Rev. W, and Mrs. Buyers, to Baoéras,....... reeesras
Rev. R. Eteson of Church Missionary Society, as Assistant
ChBPIAID, «.uvvvervenenaacaieaorotoiaoossanasorainesnsrnsssstsacsse
Roman Character, U’rdit New Testament in, ........cvcveeeecaees o000 269,
Sabathd Establishment of an Orphan Christian School, ....... tecsreneses
School Book Society for N. W. Provioces, Established,..c.ecvieceenivnveene.
Serampur Mission, notice of, .......ovneetenn eriaseserenseee
Ship for Missionaries, Rosabella, American, .
Slavery in America and India, ....oviieiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieisiiaioiaees
Star in the East, New East Indian Periodical, Cautions, .......ccocueeercnst
Sunyésis, Villainous Practices of,.. .. covcveenieieiriaioiocetaenocacionenes
Superstition, Horrid, cannibalism,.. .. .oooiieiiioae carviniiies coreinee
Tak), Generel Assembly's School at, 5th Annual Examination, «.v.cceoeecer
Temperance Society, Dum Dum ; Col. Powney’s success,c......
Translations of the Scriptures, by Messrs. Yates, Sutton and others,
Unity of the Church, Rev. Baptist Noel's Tract,....ccoovvreeirarciorenee
Vernacular Edocation, expected Reportin Advoeacy of,...cocceeiacnees covens
Visitation of the Bishop of Calcntta, Tour completed,....coeovrevsccecics e
- Lto BanAras,....coeceiee cocscascicavans

Weather, unusually oppressive heat, .
Western Provinees, new School Book Society,..........
Wilson's, (Mrs.) ‘“ Refoge,' .. .. covieencenonnroncnns 2 1

MaprAs PRESIDENCY.,

Religious Societies.

Americen Board of Foreign Missions establishment, .. c.o.oveoriercaeiernnee

Bible Society, Sixteenth ADDIVErBATY, .o..oce.ooucorcsasnrarussnan rrernee
Glenera] Assthbly's School ; established; as in Cealcutta, .. .ccocveeve convene

Indian Missiopary Society, Botiee of, .. e.ooeriaecurisrarecaerrinecees

Religious Tract Soeiety, Eighteel:\th Anniversary, ...... essesrrianes
Wesleyan Missionary Bociety, Eighteenth AnDivereary, o.e...c.rroscerccces
Miscellaneous.

Arrival of several Missionaries, eeeeastuarenaeenaaansen et e r
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Peregrine Maitland,.... . cocoeorormrrasreroerre
Death of Bishop Corrie,........coveeeeeraes
Goverunor, Lord Elphinstone’s arrival, ........
Mission, The Rev. Mr. Groves and Mr. Parnell,.. ... ccreeovnzees
Nimmo, Rev. J. E. bis Ordination for the London Missionary Society, ..veee

cemoeasesesnes e s s

caesssensnn

Page
867
443
563
629
622
146
628
634
822
667
607
390
388
441
441
212
212
212
269
319
557
441
504
557
619

619
680
320
620
506
322

-621
557
3s9

339
390
389

-321
559
562
504
557
369
184
620

213
327
212

93
327
326

327
213
153
213
270
327



Contents.

BoMBAY PRESIDENCY,
Religious Societies.

Auailinry Church Missionary Society, Anoual Meeting, .......ccvvvnvnns,.,
s PrOgress, vovvveevnivevonenininunans..,
Ladies’ School Society, connected with Charch of Scotland,............., 97,
Sailors’ Home, Proposed Establishment, ......covvnenevreroneinannnin..

Temperance Society at Bombay ; Annual Meeting, ........... ....
at Belgnum ; established, ........ .............

. Miscellaneous.
Arrivals of Missionaries, ......cvvviuiiriiiiieioieiners veriie vone canns
Baptisms, two natives, man and wife, ........ ceeeen
, 5 adults and 5 chlldren, at Belgaum, .. ...
anults and a child..

, 2 women,....
Baroch, Late Nawab's Son a Catechumen,. feenseseensaianas ..
Maruage of Native Converts,
Slaves, liberated, placed with the Missionaries, by Government, ........... vee

Wolff, Rev Joseph arrival by the Hugh Lmdsey. [ . ..
, Left for America, ...c........ e
PaINCE OF WALES ISLAND.

—

ChnstmnAssocmtlon,planof,....................
SINGAPORE.
American Bible Society established, ..........cicirinnrieirinerininianens
VlSltot‘stsxonanesto Borneo, ..o.eeeennen eeerseset ettt
, Death of Rev, J Woolf, .......
MaLacea.

Anglo-Chinese College, Fifteenth (favorable) Report,...ccoveresiereannannn..
, new Periodical from the press;......covvevvnuenns ...

Schools Established, «o.ocoverereceenrarnnn. eeteeiescsaseracecas P
‘\dAULnAm.
Baptism of 96 natives, 92 Karens, .....
Bethel Flag raised, «oocconcenece ooens I
Missions from Ava removed to the Coast, ........... ...... fer erarersenaes
NewRellg)ous Penodxcal...-..... Cr et ereeataieinee e raeeaeesae cees
CHINA :

Advertisement for Med\calMlssmnanes, 8. cesresrreeastostaatarinannna
Chinese Repository, notice [ S
Government Policy in excluding Christianity, ....
Missionaries, Judicious Conduct, Ophthalmic lnstxtuhon, Seaman’s Hospltal,..
CEYLON.
Jaffna, Religious Tract Society, .c.vcve.s.
Seminary, Preparatory English, and Native Free Schools,..cevevieeneninnens.
MAURITIUS,
Mission of Mr. LEGr08,.. seececeosseciononnennossns
————, permission to reside refused, ene
Missionaries, arrival of two others,.....c.ceeevveneeninnns &
FOREIGN ASIA.
BARMAN EMPIRE, Mission removed from Ava, expecting war, ....o.ocnves ..
BATAVIA, arrival of German and American Missionaries, «ccovesvioncinreeas

S1AM, Distribution of Tracts to Junks at Baokok, .....
, manner of conducting the Dispensary at Bankok, Cetasersisneiantace
GREAT BRITAIN.

Anniversaries, Religious, increasing zeal and spirit, «...c... coeevaiiieiens
Baptist Bible %clety, Establishment of, ........ vae ees e
British India, raised tone of feeling towards, .. . e P
Death of the Rev. C. Simeon,.... even- ..
Missionaries, waant of, for India, ......
Missionary Socxety, Forty-second Anmversary, ciseassaenne
Moravien Mission, notice of,...... e eeseesesceisenecnsnns s
Religious Tract Society, Loudon, extended operntlons Of)eeveveninnnnnes
Status of the people and their uccupuuons, Cieies bessasesrestrbevenssenane

ix

Page

154
329
623
506
154
329

329
154

214

504
269
557
396

620
213
. 213
al3
328
354

322
322

557
2l
214
106
106

559
145
621
329
271
330
33l
329
333



b 4 Contenls.

FoRRIGN

BAsLE Seminary, Missionaries provided, but no funds, ....... .00, vere
—~———————, Donation of 1000 rupees by a friend to \'lnslons, Vere bases
—————, further support by Indophilos,......c.vounenn.. ceve .

CownsTANTINOPLE, High School,. .......

GREECE, Seriptures burned by the priests,...... vl

RUSS1A, opposition to Missionaries by the

Swiss CANTONS, & Roman Catholic Bible Society! .,
AFRICA.
Cape of Good Hope, new Religious Periodical,...........
AMERICA.
Religious Societies

American Bible Society, (New York) 20th

Baptist Bible Society proposed, .. ...

EURoPE.

Government,

Anniversary,

, favor shewn by the Honorable Mr. Ellig, Amhnssudor at Frzerum, .
f\u‘ther notice of the OPPresSion, ..o veie tiiaineteinesnnaneess senan
, Regret of the Emperor at the Ukase ng'\mst Mlssmnanes,

and Foreign Bible Society established, «. ... .. ...

Edueation Society, (New York,)..

cresesascannns

Western Foreign Missionary Society, (Pittsburgh,).....
MISCELLANEOUS.

Infidelity, Anecdote of Colonel Alton,..
Religious Feeling, state of, in America,

Sandwich Islands, New Periodical, .......
Slavery, Efforts agmnst in the umted States, R caresasenateesann s
————, improvement from its abolition, West lndles, Cereesan eorrnans

INDEX TO SIGNATURES OF ORIGINAL PAPERS.

A Bachelor, 299.

A Friend to Improvement, 464.

A Friend to Missions, 319.

A Friend to Seamen, 460.

A Lover of Mankind, 288.

An Observer, 65.

A. S.E. 238,

S. 251, 557.

B. 369, 397.

C. 93, 405.

Calcuttensis, 302.

Cinsurensis, 26, 143, 198, 257, 293,
358, 360, 381, 424, 440, 504, 601,
618, 640, 679.

A 55, 131, 268, 476, 584, 654.

Eli Noyes, 399.

Fidelis, 181.

¢ros. 9, 83, 91, 92, 116, 182 193, 292,
316, 318, 353, 388, 455, 484, 477,
544, 588, 601, 660.

Francis Mason, 14.

G. Pickance, 463.

H. 136.

H. D. 274

Indophilus, 348.

J. 79, 595.
J. C. 177.
J. M. 185.

Sundey School Union, (Phl.lndelplua.). Cerasreeraeans
Tract Society ; Eleventh Anniversary, .......
Liberality to Indla. tevesseeeass
Tract Society, (Boston) Aunual Meetmg, eren
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions (Hartford), Proceedings of,
Board of Foreign Missions, Yearly Report, ...ovoeovve... cemetierranieeisan
Methodist Missionary Society, Seventeenth Anmversary,

J. M. J. 281, 356.
J. Zérian, 125.
L. 183, 365.

M. 41, 415,
Mitra, 41.

665.

M. Wipslow, 31.
Montanus, 257.
N. A. C. 419.

N. Brown, and O. T. Cutter, 306.

#. 366, 367.
R. 117.

R. C. M. 440, 485.
Suum Cuique, 381.

Theta, 551.
Q. Q. 287.
H. D. 274,

‘W. Brown, 168.
W. B. Tappan, 429.

w. M. 679,
X. 656.
Z. 428.
* 401, 430,

609, 613.

Neessasasennsansan o

Page

27
Jia
348
104
333
108
105
218
271

390



THE EDITORS’ ADDRESS TO THEIR FRIENDS.

The Editors of the CarLcutTa CHRIsTIAN OBSERVER cannot allow the year
to close without expressing their sincere thanks to their many friends for the
waluable assistance rendered during the past year, both in keeping up or rather
incrensing the number of subscribers, (whick in a fluctuating society like the
Indian public cannot be done without the aid of the Mofassil stations,) and
not less for the interesting contributions which they have placed at their dis.
yosal.

The Editors are sanguine enough to hope that, with their new arrangements,
as anpounced in the present No., and the establishment of a more extensive
correspondence throughout India, they shall deserve the continued and increasing
support of their former friends, and that many new supportera of the OBserveRr
will be solicited for them, and obtained.

The Editors beg to apprize their friends, that subscriptions for 1838 become
due on the lst of January next; and they will feel obliged by their forwarding
orders on their agents in Calcutta payable to the Edifors or to Mr. G. C. Hay,
Tract Society’'s Depository, 99, Dharamtallah, Calcatta. It will confer a
favor on the Editors, and not less oblige their friends, if the latter would, on
their removal from one station to another, announce their intention to the Pub.
lisher. This would prevent both expence and confusion. Owing to the new
post-office regulations, the Magazine will in future be sent per ddk or banghi,
unless other orders should be received.

THE NEW YEAR.
New Subscribers.

The” Editors would call the attention of their Missionary and other friends to
the fact that the New Year is fast approaching, the period when many old Sub-
scribers will be leaving India, and whea it will be necessary to endeavour to obtain
new Subscribers for the Observer. The present issue is about 320 ; and could it
be raised to 400, with otber arrangements which will be announced at the opening
of the year, the Editors would be able to hand over to the Tract Society Rs. 1000
Annually. The Editors are not without thehope that the additional 80 Subseri-
bers will be-obtained ; and for the encouragemeat of ‘our friends to solicit Sub-
scribers, we may intimate, that we often receive letters thanking us for forward.
ing the work to retired stations.

. New Correspondence.

The Editors beg also to remind their respected correspondents that the sea-
son for itinerating and observations is at hand ; and that they can most effectually
serve the interests of the periodical, by communicating the result of their obser-
vations on the manners and customs of the people, &e. A list of subjects on which
information is required will be found in the advertisement of our contemporary
the O. C. S. in another page. Let the friends of the Tract Society and the
Observer remember, that if they would serve the one and render the other inter-
esting, they must endeavour to increase the number of Subscribers and forward
nteresting papers.

NATIVE FEMALE SCHOOL SOCIETY.

The object of this useful institution is to train up the female children of Native
Christians and orphans to habits of domestic industry, and to instil into their minds
the principles of true rcligion; and the better to effect this desirable object, the
children have been placed entirely under the superintendence of Mrs. Campbell at the
Society’s establishment, No. 1, Circular Road, Calcutta.

Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received by Mrs. Campbell,
or the Editors.

COMMISSION AGENCY.

NOTICE.—Orders from Residents in the Mofussil, for every description of
Supplies, will be received and executed on the most moderate terms by the under-
signed if accompanied with a remittance, or reference for payment on their Agents

Calcutta,
tn Ce G. C. HAT.

Caleutta, No. 99, Dharamiallah, N
September 1s¢, 1837,



u‘ THE ORIENTAL CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR

Is published at Bombay at the commencement of every month. Each narmber
coutains from forly to fifty clorely printed pages. The subscription for one
year, payuble on the publication of the fourth number, is to the public in generat
vine rupees, and to private soldiers, and to natives of India of all classes attend-
ing any seminary of education, six rupees.

The following sre the subjects on which communications for the magazine are
invited. 1. Christian Doctrines. 2. Christian Duties. 3, Benevolent Societies.
4. Migsionary and other Philanthropic Excrtions, 5. Progress and Promotion
of Education, especially on Christian Principles. 6. Illustratious of the Sacred
Scriptures. 7. Translations of the Bible. 8. Biographical Notices of Eminent
Clristians conpected with India. 9. Biographical Notices of remarkable Native
Characters in ancient und modern times. 10. Moral Statistics of India. 11.
Manners, Customs, and Superstitions of the Natives, 12. Extracts from the
‘Vedas, Purénas, and Shdstras. 13. Native Proverbs. 14. Removal of Impedi-
ments to the Conversion and Civilization of the Natives, as the Government
Countenance of Idolatry, the Unchristian Conduct of Europeans, &c. 15,
Publications connected with India. 16. Autiquities of India. 17. Geography
of India. On all these topicsa many valuable articles have appeared in the
Magazine during the last eight years.

The work is conducted on the general principles of evangelical religion. The
doctrinal views which it advocates are those of the Reformers of the sixteenth,
and of the Puritans of the seventeenth century, as embodied in the standards
of the established churches of Great Britain, and of other orthodox communions.
"No editorial papers on the forms of church government are inserted ; while liberty
is granted to correspondents to treat of them, in a spirit of Christian charity,
when circumstanices may appear to render it necessary or expedient.

To persons residing without the bounds of Bombay, the magazive is forwarded
'by the ordinary Post or Banghy, except when special orders to the contrary are
given fo the Agent. The postage to ail the stations in India, varies from four ta
six anas a number.

Should the now cheap rate of its transmission throughout the country, lead to
a considerable increase of the subscribers, particularly in the Presidencies of
Madras and Beagal, & regular supply of intelligence connected with the spread of
thie gospel, and the other topics treated of, will be procured from Europe by way
of Egypt, and regularly communicated ; and the work will be enlarged in size,
without any additional charge being made.

QOrders mdy be ‘addressed to Mr. W. Chapman, the Agent to the Magazme,
Ambrohe, Bombay.

- ‘ QOctober, 1837.
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