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FUNDAMENTAL RULES. 

I. That the CALCUTTA Ca1usT1AN 011sERVER be established on 
those enngelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the 
16th century were agreed. 

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular 
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work. 

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious denominations, 
11hall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to modi(y or 
reject all communications which may appear contrary to the above 
Rules. 

The Proprietors of the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN O,asaavaa, with 11 view to eco­
nomize the profits of the periodical, in order to be enabled to offer a larger con­
tribution, if possible, than heretofore in aid of the important and benevolent objects 
of the Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society, have made arrangements with 
Mr. G. C. Hay, the Depositary of that Society, for the publishing and issuing of 
the C. C. 0. from the 1st January, 1838; from which date the Editors 1·equest 
that all communications to their address u:ay be made and subscriptions for­
warded through Mr. G. C. Hay, !19, Dharamtallah: who also will regularly trnns­
mit the monthly nurtbers, u they appear, to the subscribers, · The Editors respect­
fully request that subscribers ch11nging their station■ will kindly notify the same 
to Mr. Hey. 

Meurs. Thacker and Co. will, after the issue of the present No. for December, 
1837, make up and transfer the account■, &c. of the C. C. 0. to Mr. Hay; who 
u herehy empowered to receive and acknowledge such subscription■ as shall con­
tinue to be unpaid at the end of the present year, aud onw_ard, 

It is ·earne1tly hoped that subscribers wiH, in consideration of the disinterested 
purposes to which the en/ire profit, of the C. C. 0. are devoted, endeavour a■ 
aoon a■ practicable to pay up all arrear■ of 1ubscription, as well BI the advance 
for the ensuing year 1838 .. 

EDITORIAL NOTICES. 

The 11eeond paper of ••• on the character and influence of Mahomedanisrn hs■ 
been received. Also, the fonr papers entitled 'Paul'• Prayer& answered,' from 
,, L." 

The Review, by" Cinsuren1i1," of Bi1hop Corrie'• Sermons, unavoidably post­
poned till the January number; as al10 "The Calcutta Monthly Missionary 
.Addreu," Tbe line■ on:" Religion," from "S,'' those from "B" on a l.\lis-
1ionary's embarkation, and thoae from "J. L. Shuck,'' are under con1ideration, 

.Many thanks to .j,l.hos for bit excellent paper Ob the Old Year. 

From a,i a,ionymou, Corre,pondent. 
The attention of the Editon of llo'!,-Cateutta Chri,tia,i Oblen,er is requested to 

a P1<per in the Calcutta Chridiafr ",. rJJigenc~ for October, an_nouncing the ~ff~r 
of a preminm of 1,000 Rupees, .A,r an eesay 1n Urdu on the evidences of Cbr1stt­
anity, &c. ~ the object ie one which the Editors have at heart, they will Le 
Lappy to have it in their power to give more extelliiVtl publicity to the olfer, by 
11.oticin, it in their Magaz:inc. 



THE 

CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

No. 67.-December, 1837. 

1.-0n the want of Missionary Success. 

We had received a letter signed ' 0,' with the above title, almost 
at the same moment with a small tract lately issued from the 
Madras Press, bearing this inscription-" Thoughts on preaching 
the gospel to the Heathen, and on the cause of the want of suc­
cess." The coincidence of two individuals, almost at the same 
moment, taking up the same subject and both in a tone of despon· 
dency, is sufficiently remarkable. A third simultaneous deprecia~ 
tion of" the present system of missions," in another tract intended 
to exhibit the" defects ofthat system," has just been met by" the 
pen of a ready writer" in the Madras Christian Herald for Octo­
ber. Now, whatever be the ground, existing or alleged to exist, for 
charges on the one hand, or for despondency on the other, it well 
behoves the friends of missions to give a most heedful attention to 
observations from any quarter, which either involve censure that 
can be shewn to be undeserved, or point out defects which may be 
removed, or suggest improvements that are really such and can be 
carried into effect. We cordially assent to the sentiment of our bro­
ther Editor in the Herald,that it would be a manifest and unpardon­
able inconsistency and sheer hypocrisy, in the conductors or friends 
of missionary enterprize, to be provoked to anger when the 
faults real or supposed are pointed out, whether of themselves 
as agents, or of the system which they administer. To be ready to 
give to every man a reason for our procedure and fur the hope that 
is in us of its propriety and ultimate success, is clearly the duty 
of every one engaged in the holy warfare of the cross, in this land 
of heathen darkness and superstition, and that " with meekness of 
wisdom." Yet must it not be forg·otten, too," that those who as­
sume to themselves the office of l'tn$0rs, should inviolably adhere 
to truth in their accusations," animadversions and remarks. 

The position assumed by •O' and the two tract writers, is sub­
stantially the same (various, indeed, as is the spil"it in which they 
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On the want of .lliss-ionary Success. [DEc. 

wrilC'.) namel~·-that tl1e success of missionary efforts in India 
has beC'n so incommensurable with the labour, men and money ex­
pended thereon, as to force upon the mind the conviction that, in 
~omC' way or other, we have been wrong in the aim or manner of 
their application ; that there has been error, or defect, or over­
sight somewhere, and that we are loudly called upon to asce1·tain 
,d1ere the fault actually lies. '0' " is willing to take for granted 
that there is no blame to be imputed to any of the bodies of men 
that have," from Carey down, followed in the track of missionary 
enterprize in India. "Cause however there is" he writes, '' for 
great searching of heart. The small success which has attended the 
efforts made, affords matter for deep and solemn consideration. 
'\Yhat can be the cause? I am willing to believe that in the gene­
rality of cases better men and better measw·es could not have been 
cho;en." I feel myself, he says, " the last man i:n the world to 6nd 
fault TI ith either the missionaries or their doings. I have the 
lwppiness of knowing not a few of the former, and I not only 
admire and love them, but have confidence in the wisdom of all 
their plans." "is the want of success then, to be resolved 
wholly and l-olely into the sovereign will of God?" This despon­
ding writer evidently inclines to tl1e affirmative; for he asks fur­
ther, '· Vn1at then is the duty of the church of Christ in this 
case ? Is it its business still to maintain its place in the land, 
and to go forward in the same path in which it has hitherto been 
proceeding? Let us inquire into what _the Apostles would 
probably have done in the same circumstances. I think it is ob­
vious, from the whole history of their acts, that they would never 
have continued in any one place beyond a limited time, when 
success was denied them. When the gospel was not received in 
one city or country, they invariably went to another."" Now what 
is the inference ? The generality of missionary stations in this 
country have been occupied for periods of 10, 20, 30, and even 
40 years, and what has been done? Universal report says 
.ALMOST No~ HING, and universal belief is, that if all the foreign 
Mii;sionaries and their resources were immediately withdrawn 
from the country, one yea1· would scarcely elapse before any 
thing that now appears to wear the semblance of vital Chris­
tianity among the natives would va'1lish entirely." It is singu­
lar how almost verbally this sweeping assertion coincides with the 
question of the writer of the defects, &c., viz. " if Europeans 
quitted South India (where and of which he writes as ' o• does 
chiefly of Bengal) to-morrow, how many converted Native 
Christians wonld there remain in six months from their last 
departure?" 

Now we deny the assumption. God forbid that we should be so 
far giYen orer to a spirit of confident vanity as to Le blind to the 
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admitted and deeply lamented fact, that the numerical amount 
of conversions has been and yet is exceedingly small, and the 
charncter of native ChriHtinnity extremely frail and defective. 
But we do nevertheless advisedly contend, that the success of 
missionary labour has not been by any means either so small or 
so imperfect as to give ground for despondency, much less for an 
abandonment of the fie I cl al together : this would be to our juclg­
mcnt as precipitate and unwise in us as it would be in a young 
colony, after the trial of but a few seasons, to relinquish the fields 
that with few and feeble hands they had not yet even half 
cleared or worked, because that which they found but lately an 
impenetrable jungle or a howling waste, did not at once put on 
the appearance of the smiling fields, and waving valleys, and ver­
dant downs of their father-1:tnd, that had been cultivated for ages 
-or as if, because the first few seasons they had experienced had 
not been so propitious as were anticipated-because a blight had 
passed over their ripening corn, or the clouds had refused a suffici­
ency of fruitful showers, or any other of the occasional agricultural 
calamities, to which all climes and soils at·e alike liable, had befallen 
them, they should at once give up in,despair, to perpetual neglect 
and barreness a land that, with a little longer patient toil and 
vigorous efFort, might come to blossom as the garden of the Lord, 
even as Eden. 

We cannot overlook the fact that any saving results from the three 
years of our Saviour's own public ministry (to say noth ingofhis more 
private instructions and the influence of his personal converse and 
character previously, in the more confined circles of his family con­
nexions and place of abode,) though he spake as never man spake, 
and had the Spirit without measure, and, knowing what was in man, 
had such inappreciable advantages for adapting his lessons to the 
circumstances and condition, exterior and mental, of his auditors, 
was very smalt indeed. With the addition of the twelve, whom he 
kept in immediate connexion with himself, and the seventy whom he 
sent over all the cities of Judah, he and they together had been so 
little successful that after his resurrection, the Apostles and seven­
ty included," the number of the names together" of those that clave 
to him and to his doctrine was only about "one hundred and twen­
ty. I" But while we make this observation, cogent as it is, we are in 
nowise disposed to rest the success of past missionary effort, in In­
dia, on the number and charncter of actual conversions. To re­
sume the agricultural illustration drawn from a young colony-it 
is not the amount of produce:, actually raised and exported, within 
the first few years of its establishment that can determine the 
success and value of the establishment; for that may be very ~mall 
indeed or nothing. But, to do justice to the colony and to the sys­
tem on which it has been conducted, we must estimate the charnc-
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ter of the soil as fn1itful or otherwise, the degree to which it was pre­
vious!~· free from wood and jungle, the quantity of deposit from the 
overflow of rivers &c., whose noisome exhalations rendered the cli­
mate unhealthy, the facility of transport, the amount of actual la­
bour that has been available, the funds that have. not nominally but 
really, been applied to the object, the measure in which the bene­
fit of civil rule and fostering authority has been enjoyed, the con­
tinuity of effort used, and various other most important elementli 
of colonial success. Nor, less in like manner, must we, in esti­
mating the success of missionary enterprize, take into consideration 
the previous state of the heathen and other natives of India ; the 
system of misrule and oppression on the one hand, and of debas­
ing superstition on the other by which they have for ages upon ages 
been deteriorating; the strength of their educational prejudices and 
national usaf1;eS; the influence of a crafty, covetous and immoral 
priesthood ; the master chain of caste, that best contrived instru. 
ment of Satan for the enslaving of the bodies and souls alike of his 
hapless victims; the small number ofmissionaries that have as yet 
been sent forth, and the large proportion even of those that have 
sunk, at once or very early, under the climate and the ravaging di­
seases that prove so adverse to European life; the number also that 
have returned, from inability to stand against these ; the difficulty 
of acquiring a familiarity with lanp;uages and notions so diverse 
from the forms of speech, associations and practices and modes of 
argumentation prevalent in the west; the subtilty with which the 
natural m. willingness of man to submit his understanding and yield 
his heart and resign his selfishness and conform his life to the 
teaching and influence and claims and commands of the Almighty 
Creator, has learned to apply the metaphysical absurdities and 
false assumptions of an artfully contrived philosophy and lyin§,t 
code of observances, to meet and neutralize the solemn and holy 
authority of the Scriptures of truth ; the engrained persuasions of 
a superstition of ages, that has ever associated civil respectability 
and estimation among meu with its miscalled religious observances 
and monstrous rites ; and, we blush to add it, the serious obstacles 
to the reception of Christianity formed by the countenance and 
support given (from whatever political motives) to heathen idola~ 
tries, and the positive impediments thrown in the way of missionary 
enterprize, by a Christian Government, and most of all perhaps by 
the reckless, undevout, profane, impure, rapacious and luxurious 
liH'S of professrd C/iri:,lians-Oh it is awful to think of the unde­
niable effett which these last have had, till of late almost uncheck­
ed, and yet continue to have, to a most fearful extent in impeding 
tLe course of truth and righteousness! When all the foregoing 
ate taken i1,to the account, we hold it to be within the limits ·of 
sober inference and fair deduction that, so far from Missions in 
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India having been almost n failure, it is rather a marvel they 
have had any success at all-a moral miracle, beyond all question 
greater than any physical one, that even a few hundreds or thou­
sands here and there, in the few district~ occupied bv missionaries, 
have been gathered into the blessed fold of the Redeemer, 

But we go further-and we are happy to take ' O' himself with 
us. He writes-" much, it may be said, has been done of prepa­
ratory work. This I admit, nor would I for a moment despise 
such labours nor speak lightly of them. The translation of th~ 
scriptures, the education of the people, and the giving to them of 
a knowledge of the word of God-much, very much of all which 
has been done-are matters of vast import and grounds of the 
most lively ,joy. '' But," he strangely adds, "this is not the ques­
tion; of preparatory work, the scriptures say nothing. The all­
important and essential thing with them is conversion, and with no­
thing less than this can the church of Christ remain contented." 
God forbid it ever should ! But what then? Does not the Scrip­
ture speak of " first the blade, then· the ear, then the full corn 
in the ear?" Does it 1<1ot caution us " not to despise the day of 
small things?" Does it not expressly teach us that we are to 
declare the mind of God " whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear ?" Does it not speak of the gospel being " a 
savour of death to some, while it is a savour of life to others?" 
Does it not again and again enjoin the duty of patience on the 
spiritual labourer ? insisting that '' he should be apt to teach, 
patient. instructing even those that 9ppose themselves," and 
" labouring by all means to save some ?" Are Missionaries con­
vertei·s? or are they but servants of the Spirit ? instruments in 
the hand of God, earthen vessels, though charged with the convey­
ance of heavenly treasures? And, as the gospel is addressed to free 
agents, to those who may will to come or refuse to come to Christ 
and be saved, is it not implied in the very nature of the thing that 
missionary labour may often be in vain ? And unless the acquisition 
of foreign languages, the translation of the Scriptures into them, 
and the qualifying of youth especially to profit by them when so 
translated, by the labours of the school-unless these may be com­
passed intuitively or by inspiration and miraculous energy, how can 
it, with any regard to common consistency, be said that the Scripture 
knows nothing of preparatory work ? Unless, I say, the Scripture 
holds out the expectation of extraordinary and miraculous gifts 
and powers, it must then ever be impossible to obey the last behest 
of the rising Saviour, and" go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature," except those preparatory la?ow·s be 
submitted to by which the way to ultimate success 1s paved. 
Was not Judaism itself a preparatory dispensation intended to 
precede, usher in, and facilitate the after-progress of the gospel ? 
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,v as not the Baptist sent " to prepa.i-e the way of the Lord nnd to 
make his paths straight ? to make ready a people prepa,·ed fo1· 
the Lord?'' Is not the catechisation of the young too, a preparative 
for His service ? A re not all the labours, in fine, of the school 
and the press, and numerous others, so many necessary and most 
valuahle preparatives for ministerial success even at home ? 
,v e cannot but feel convinced that ' O' has greatly mistaken 
his 'l\·ay in this matter, and has overlooked the invariable con­
nexion betweE:n the means and the end estnblished as well in 
grace as in providence, in the spirit.ual and mornl as well as 
in the natural and physical world. Otherwise he would never 
have talked so slightingly of preparatory work, or imao-ined it 
to be disregarded in the Scriptures. " But scriptural ~onver-• 
sions," continues ' O' " have been very rare; and if this be 
so, can it with any truth be said that Christianity has made 
that progress ;n the coantry which will warrant these men 
( f God (the missionaries) to continue their residence in it, 
rather than to imitate the Apostles in going to other lands to pro­
claim Christ? Let them candidly say whether the apostles 
would ha,•e acted as they are now doing-continuing year after 
year in places where hardly a single convert is made, and when 
he is made, is in the majority of cases, a doubtful character." 

Of what the Apostles might do in our circumstances, we think 
it requires few words to prove we can be very indifferent judges. 
They were men of extraordinary endowments, with an e1Ctraordi­
nary commission to establii;h the very foundl'l,tions of a new dis­
pensation; the conduct therefore which they might have adopted, 
who had the power of discerning the ~pirits of men, possessed a 
foresight of the future, in many cases, and were always under a 
direct inspiration, can never be a rule to those who, with only the 
ordinary qualifications merely of spiritually enlightened and sanc­
tified men, are left to address themselves, in the common way of 
dealing with their fellow-men to natural reason, conscience and 
affection, by the simple exhibition of the word and message of 
God, meeting objection by argument, softening d?~n. prejudice by 
kindness and goodness of character, and conc1hatmg regard to 
themselves and attention to their message by the force of moral 
suasion alone. 

It may doubtless be a matter for serious and prudent consider­
ation, when the labourers are few, the fields wide and local circum­
stances variously favorable or unfavorable, whether a Mission­
ary should continue, year after year for a long period of time, to 
occupy a particular locality in which little or no result of actual 
conversion or substantial preparatory advantage has appeared; 
but, in tbe absence of inspired tuition, who shall determine wliat 
may be deemed a sufficient trial? lt is not so clear that the A pos-
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ties were directed by the Saviour to remove from any place when 
unsucce~f'ul, or that they in practice so interpreted his instructions 
-these went only to the length of departing from a city in which 
they were nut 1·ece1ved; i, e. were not allowed to preach and convert 
the people; and to this interpretation corresponds the actual 
procedure of St, Paul and his fellow apostles; who do not appear 
ever· to have left a city or place merely because unsuccessful, but 
in consequence of a persecution that drove them forth to seek a 
more favorably inclined people. Such is clearly the detail through­
out the Acts of the apostles. The proposition of 'O' may be 
tested too, by applying it to the case of a minister of a Christian 
congregation. How many such have laboured for years, nay for 
a whole life in some cases, without any large apparent success or 
with none at all? We know how much many good and devoted men 
11ave suffered under this deep affliction, who like our desponding 
friend ' 0,' have been ready to say with the prophet " I have la­
boured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in 
vain;" "who hath believed our report and to whom ia the arm 
of the Lord revealed ?" vV ould such now have been justified in 
abandoning the barren flock and consigning it to a famine of the 
word of God? or has not the universal consent of all wise and 
good men ever encouraged rather the patient and believing 
conclusion of the same prophet whose complaint had been so ap­
plicable-" Surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work 
with my God?" 

And, if we come to experience,-take the modern instances of the 
Moravians in Greenland and Labrador, and of the missions to the 
South Seas. In each case it was not until after some twenty years 
of fruitless labour, without even or with no more than a solitary 
conversion or so, that results, which are amongst the most striking 
in the history of the Church of Christ, appeared. Now, had the 
period, say of 10 or 15 or 20 years, been previouly fixed upon as 
the limit of patient successless endeavour after conversion, and had 
the missionaries, when that was expired, finally left their respec­
tive spheres, and consigned the wretched population to all the 
perpetuated miseries of their blind and demoralized condition, 
who does not, in the full light of subsequent facts, most clearly see 
how a\\'fully they would have mistaken the times and the seasons, 
which we are assured U is not .for us to know, since they are in 
God's own hand alone? This reasoning is to us the only safe 
mode of treating the case supposed, and its application to India 
is spontaneous in any mind : we cannot be mistaken in making it. 
Do we need to be reminded that the Lord's ways are not as our 
ways r and that the to us most promising subjects are often those 
which most miserably disappoint our expectations? 

Our excellent friend ' O' assures us, and we believe him, that 
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"his heart is very sad in the thought of this country being for~ 
saken by all the men of God who preach in it : and that he could 
weep day and night in the very prospect." In good sooth so could 
we too : and no doubt the whole church would have reason to 
weep likewise, not only for the heathen who should then be left to 
perish untaught, unblest, unsaved, but for itself that should be 
so far deluded in its short-sighted reasonings upon the things that 
" the Father hath kept in his own hands" and unrevealed, as to 
i,,hut up their hapless brethren in the prison of blindness and sin, 
because the manner and kind of success we decide upon, as alone 
to be admitted. has not followed upon the preaching, for a few 
years of a few feeble missionaries, imperfectly versed in the lan­
guages and acquainted with the character and habits of thinking 
of a race estranged for ages from truth and virtue alike ! 

But then comes the author of the Thoughts, &c., and settles 
the whole question for us in a summary manner indeed, by de­
claring that '' preaching to the heathen without miracles seems 
to him like pelting stones at a wall to throw it down ! ! !" 

"\Ve need scarcely insist, for that must be apparent to every 
reader of his tract, that the sole argument which it presents in 
support of the above extraordinary dictum, proceeds altogether 
upon the same position we have already shewn to be untenable, 
viz. that the mode of carrying on an extraordinary mission by 
men of e,fltraordinary endowments, possessed of miraculous gifts 
and energies, must in all cases be the mode of prosecuting the 
ordinary toil of moral suasion by common men of only ordinary 
natural endowments and acquired qualifications. Before this can 
be assumed, it must be clearly shewn that scripture warrants the 
expectation of an uninterrupted inspiration, a continuous power of 
working miracles and discovering spirits, in the church. And if it 
cannot be shewn that these supernatural influences have been so 
enjoyed in all ages from the ascension, then it must be clearly shewn 
at least that they were not voluntarily withdrawn by the Lord of 
the church, but are judicially withheld in punishment of its 
weakness of faith and default of prayer for their repossession-for 
such is the notion of the tract writer. Now till this is shewn, we 
bold to the assured belief of the whole church in all ages, that 
miracles were intended merely for the authorization and support of 
the first promulgators of a new dispensation of God; and, with 
the same design, to meet the supposition of collusion, were also 
granted to some among their first converts, for a time only-that 
when that design was accomplished, they ceased, and a divine reli­
gion, once legitimately proved to be such, was left to work its moral 
way afterwards in the ordinary way of moral teaching and suasion 
iu the hands of men of ordinary endowments alone; men made to 
bear upon the great object of the conversion of their fellow-men 
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only by the inward moving grace of the Spirit of God upon their own 
hearts and minds first, and then, with and fhrongh the word of the 
gospel, faithfully preached by them, on the understandings, consci­
ences, and affections or those to whom they are sent. Such has been 
the continuous helicf of the whr>le church, an occiisional enthusi,1st 
or visionnry l1<•re and there excepted; and the manifc.~t delusions, 
contradictions, false pmphesyings, and speedy final disappear­
ance of these solitary exceptions, do well support the a!'lsured per­
suasion that these were in serious error, deceived or deceiving, or 
both at once. " Plead not the want of miraculous testimony to 
achieve our triumphs over the heathen world," says an able wri­
ter, "we want it not ! Miracles, much as they have been ex­
tolled, are below the spit-it of our dispensatwn and inadeq,,ate 
to its pul'poses; they may strike the vulgar sense. they cannot 
speak to the soul and convert the debased devotee from dumb idols 
to the living God. No; we do not want miracles and we must 
not wait for them ! Our means are perfect ; the promise is per­
foct. Defect is with ourselves and with ourselves alone ! we 
have only wanted to possess abundantly more the spirit of wis­
dom, of faith, and of power*." And another, just lost to us, writes; 
" The command of the great Head of the church is, 'Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.' \Vhen a. 
minister engages in this duty with spiriiltnl imderstanding and 
a meek and lowly heart, whilst he is delivering the truth in love, 
the conversion of sinners will usually manifest the presence with 
him of the Great Head of the .church. This attestation accomp:i­
'nies the word and will continue to accompany it to the end of 
the world. ' We need no othe1·. The expectation of any sensi­
ble and mii-aculous manifestation whatever in the government 
of the Redeemer, until his final coming to judge the world, seems 
altogether incompatible with the spfritual nature of his king­
dom. ' This man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sin, sat 
down on the right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool !' and how will this be accomplish­
ed ? By the rod of his power out of Zion, the sharp two-edged 
sword of his word in the hand of Jehovah the Spiritt ." 

St. Paul declares that it was " by the foolishness of preach­
ing,"-those very means which impostors and scoffers and vision­
aries alike deem such, simply because so apparently, as they ima­
gine, inadequate to the contemplated rcsult,-that "it pleased God 
to save them that believe." The gospel, by its own innate energy, 
the energy of the Spirit whose ,it is, and ever accompanied by his 
gracious movement on the minds and hearts of the hearers, re-

"' Dl'. A. Reed's Sermon before the Loudon Missionary Society on 
"Eminent Piety essential to Eminent Usefulness." 

t Bishop Corrie's Clial'ge to the Clergy of Madrns. 
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cei'l'ed 11nd applied by faith, is tl1e grand means in the divine hand 
of eonverti~g the world. Tj1e argument that as~erts the neces­
sity o_f cont111ued miracles destroys itself besides, by going too far. 
For. 1f the heathen must see the manifest11tion of the power of 
God hefore_ they can be expected or required to believe the ~ospel • 
and to recen·e those who bear it as from Him, the nominal Chris­
tian of Europe may make precisely the same demand and with 
the same reason. For why should the one be required to recrive 
the scriptures as the word of God. only on the credit oftrndition­
ary· :rnd historical testimonv, and the other put in a larger claim? 
EYidently the peasant nf France, or Germany, or England, and 
the ni~·at of Bengal or the Camatic, stand precisely on equal 
terms as to this matter;. both are alike capable of bein[l' carefuJly 
instructed in the doctrines of the gospel, and in the tmth of his­
tory by which tl1e miracles and other wonderful attestations to 
the authenticity and divinity of the Bible, are supported. Age, 
distance and colour can make no substantial difference in their 
condition or responsibilities. And then if each nation, so each 
town, and village, and hamlet,-nay each separate individ.ual of the 
whole human race may as justly claim the personal conviction of 
miracles to justify or command his belief! This argument cannot 
be mystified or set aside-it is manifest and incontestable. 

But it is clear too that our Lord himself contemplated the cessa­
tion of miracles, when in a tone of gentle reproach for his incre­
dulity, he said to Thomas-" Because thou hast seen me thou 
hast belie-ed, Thomas ? Blessed are they that have not seen 
and yet have believed:" insinuating the _qreater, because more 
moral and therefore more acceptable, exercise of faith on sufficient 
grounds of testimony and moral evidence alone, without the sen­
sible exhibition of supernatural powers. Rabbi Tanchum, quoted 
in A. Clarke's Com. in loco. thus beautifully expresses " the im­
portance and excellency of implicit faith in the testimony of 
God :-" Rabbi Simeon Ben Lachish saith, the proselyte ( or 
Gentile judaist) is more beloved by the holy blessed Goel than 
that whole crowd that stood before Mount Sinai; for unless they 
l1ad heard the thunderings, and seen the flames and lightning, 
the hills trembling, and the trumpets sounding, they would not 
have received the Lau:. But the proselyte hath seen nothing of 
all this, and yet he hath come in, devoting himself to the holy 
blessed God, and bath taken upon him the yoke of the kingclom 
of heaven . .,., 

Assuredly such an economy as calls forth the exercise of a moral 
belief, is both more consonant with the order of Providence general­
ly, and more agreeable to the purely spiritual system of Christianity. 
At its first establishment indeed, the exhibition of miraculous 
powers was not only expedient but perhaps necessary, in order 
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to set aside the Mosaic economy that had been introduced with 
suprrnatural attestations, attestations which had frequently, too, 
heen given to it, at different periods of its continuance. A peo­
ple like the Jews, at once gross and accustomed to rely upon 
the miraculous establishment and support of their traditionary 
syHtem, could scarcely have been wrought upon by any other 
than a similar display of the divine power-it was consistent 
therefore and just that it should be made. F-or the Gentile na­
tions too, of that and of all succeeding ages, it was necessary to 
lay, once f(!r all, a sufficient groundwork for faith in the Christian 
svstem as a revelation from the God of the whole earth. This 
was accordingly done, and having been done, it is the part of 
mankind every where and in all time, to submit their understand­
ings, their hearts and their lives alike to the teaching, influence 
and commands of God, communicated in and by a system of reli­
gious and moral truth once incontestibly evidenced to be from 
him, by evidence which they are :ill alike capable of being taught, 
of comprehending and of feeling. 

That miracles are not for moral suasion is not only certain 
from their nature, but evident from our Saviour's distinct assurance. 
"If they believe not Moses and the prophets neither will they be 
persuaded though one arose from the dead." And assuredly if 
Christ's miracles, so many and so stupendous, enforced by his 
holy, benevolent, and remarkable character, and accompanied by 
his incomparable teaching, failed to produce not conversion only 
but conviction in the men of hu day, it would be idle beyond 
expression to expect any that we could work, had we the power, 
should have a greater efficiency. Clearly, however, as the assur­
ance of our Lord-, :ind uniform facts testify, miracles have no 
suasive, conversive power-that is not their end and purpose. 
No. It is "the word of the Lord that is perfect, converting 
the soul." It is " the testimony of the Lord that is sure ( of its 
end), making wise the simple." It is •· the commandment of the 
Lord, that is pure, enlightening the eyes.'' It is " the word of 
the Lord, that is quick and powei/ul, sharper than any two­
edged sword, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the hea1·t.'' The already putrid body of a dead Lazarus might be 
raised, and those who saw the fact yet turn away in mere asto­
nishment, or stupid indifference, or with mischievous purpose 
carry the tidings to a degenerate priesthood, who, determi1ted not 
to be convinced, only raged the more furiously, and contrived 
with more malicious craft the destruction of him who wrought 
the stupendous wonder, until they finally cut him off from the 
earth; while a single sermon of the erewhile timid Peter pricked 
three thou,sand, in one morning, to the heart and brought them, 
under a moral operation of truth penetrating the conscience and 
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the will. to crv "Men and brethren, what must we do to be 11av­
f'd ?"' If one· should insist it was the miraculous nppear:1nce of 
the c1m·en tongues that effected this-we denv it; when thev saw 
th:it they only~- mocked, sayin~. these men are full of new wi.ne ?" 
Rut "·hen the Spirit '• _qnve them utternnce," and they declared 
,md expounded the truth of .l esus and the Scripture,., then was 
the fLlrCe of moral suasion. the intrinsic converting power of the 
Go~pel, shewn in the morn/ resu It that followed. And :;:o it has 
e, er been. It is when truth gain~ an entrance into the thoughts 
an<l turns them inward on the soul itself, that sinners are convert­
ed unto God ; sinners on whom reasoning and argument and ap­
peals to en-ry interest :mcl every passion have been powerless as 
were the miracles of Christ. either to break or win the proud, 
malicious, oppressive and unholy Priests, Pharisees and Scribes 
of Jerusalem. Men think if they snw a miracle tl1ey would be­
lieve. It might roni.,ince, but would it convert? Could it have 
any aptitudeL and fitness to change the heart, and turn it from 
the love of sin to the love of God ? \Vere not the Jews con­
Yinced ? Did they not confess the Lord had wrought " notable 
miracles?'' But what effect had the conviction ? It made them 
conspire, only the more craftily, to compass his destruction." Ye 
wilt not come unto me, that ye might have life," said the Savi­
our to them. And do we not see and know multitudes of men, 
satisfied of the truth of Christianity, convinced and yet undrawn to 
God, uninfluenced in he:n-t or life, to penitence, to faith, or to obe­
dience ; although they know too and admit such to be their duty, 
and acknowledge the advantage of obedience, the responsibility and 
eternal damage of disobedience ? nay, often wishing they had 
resolution to resist the counter-influence of the world and of sin ; 
resolving, praying, again yielding and sinning, self-condemned, 
miserable, yet unconverted? No, it is not conviction, it is will, it 
is resolution, it is moral impulse they require; this they neutra­
lize, those they refuse, because their hearts "are set upon their 
idols and after them will they go." They cannot because 
they u:i/l not sacrifice them even to duty, conscience, interest, 
immense, eternal, overwhelming interest! Miracles are rather 
a u·a 1-rant for btlief than a means of drn wing it forth ; their design 
was properly to arrest attention, to excite inquiry, to guarnntee 
the believer's security from being deceived by an impo~ition of 
hum an or demoniac craft, not to convince of the trutl1s they 
supported or constrain to an embracing of the system they_ attest­
ed. The moral truths and doctrines of H.evelation n°st ultunatdy 
on their own natural and intrinsic character, or what is usually 
termed their intPrnal evidence; on their accordance with the na­
tural perceptions and apprehensions, their adaptation to the moral 
phenomena, the mental and moral character and powers, the 
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wants and weakne8aes, the hopes and fears of man ; and above all, 
they are accompanied, as all true Christians unanimously assert, 
on the warrant of universal and personal experience, by an in­
trinsic rnoral 71ower of conviction and suasion which the words of 
truth only possess-a power communicated to them by the Spirit 
of Goel who by and with them, " takes of the things of Christ 
and shows them unto us," and whose special province. it is ex­
pressly declared, is " to convince the world of sin, of righteous­
ne~s and of judgment." Do not those who contend that the gos­
pel is preached in vain in the ordinary W!!.Y of moral teaching, 
(thus spiritually and divinely enforced upon the human mind 
which is weakened, and the human heart which is corrupted, by 
the taint of sin,) and can only be effectual when accompanied by 
a display of supernatural powers in the teachers-do not these 
overlook the apQstolic assurance that this gospel is itse(f " the 
power of God unto salvation to those who believe ?" and does not 
the apostle Paul, who makes this precise assertion, as expressly 
declare, that while the gross and rebellious Jew required a sign 
and the inquisitive and polite Greek sought after wisdom, (or a 
speculative philosophy dressed up in rhetorical excellency of 
speech,) the simple preaching of Christ crucified, which to those 
became a stumbling block and to these appeared as foolishness, 
did become the very instrument of the power and wisdom of God 
accordingly, unto the conversion of both Jew and Gentile who 
subjected themselves to its moral force ? 

.'\ n American writer well shows " that all the regeneration 
which the Bible teaches, be it more or less, is by DrvINE MORAL 

SUASIOK. 

" Because regeneration is in Scripture attributed to God's use 
of truth. Jas. i. 18. " Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth." Observe 1. Here is regeneration, the beginning 
of the Christian life, the transition process from death to life; 
what is elsewhere called the new creation, resurrection, quick­
ening, taking away the heart of stone, and giving a heart of 
flesh : ' Of his own will begat he us.' Observe 2nd. Here is 
the instrument or mean.~ of that regeneration-' by the word of 
t1·uth,' i. e. the truth was used to enlighten, convince, persuade, 
and convert, and make willing to enter on a new course of life. 
Here then is regeneration by God's moral suasion, and not by 
miracle. 

" That r~generation is not by miracle, but by moral suasion, is 
evident from its being described as a calling, a calling by the gospel, 
Rom. viii. 30. 2 Thess. ii. 14, and in other passages too numerous 
to mention. The whole body of regenerated pe~sons i~ named 
ekklesia, the called people, to denote the way m which they 
were turned from darkness to light, and from a life of sin to a 
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life of holiness. Rut if this term expresses any thing, it expresses 
moral suasion. They were called, not by a miracle, but • by 
the gospel.' This was the power which God employed for their 
• sahation.' 1 Cor. i. 20.'' 

Has not universal experience, too, sufficiently corroborated the 
soundness of our concordant assumption r The results of misaion­
llr\' exertion without mfracles have not been either so small or so 
dubious as the desponding or the fanatical visionary would have us 
believe. The sil!;nal triumphs of the gospel in the South Seas, 
in converting vast multitudes of those interesting islanders with 
the progress of evangelization among Greenlanders, Esquimaux, 
red Indians and Negroes in the west-among Hottentots, J olifs 
and Bushmen in Africa-among the various classes of Hindus, 
especially in the southern parts of the Peninsula, are quite enough 
and much more than enough, to evince the eternal truth of the 
already quoted apostolic declaration-that the gospel i.s the power 
(or powerful instrument) of God unto salvation to evel'y one 
that believeth, to men of all times and climes, of every nation and 
tongue, in every stage of civilization or of savage and barbarous 
debasement, under every modification of political and superstitious 
influence, every variety of false religion. 

The latest testimony and experience of the Missionaries in 
Burm ah, coincide with those of all others elsewhere. They write 
-·' ~ o means for the religious enlightening of the Burm ans had 
been so much owned of God, as the preaching of the gospel. In 
those seasocs in which the Missionaries were most abundant in 
this service, the largest additions were made to the churches. 
Their ~hole time, however, could not be thus occupied. The 
translation of the Hible, the publication of Tracts, the depart­
ments of printing, &c., necessarily called them occasionally from 
this work." 

Not less cogent, in the same line of argument, if more be yet 
wanted, are the continued existence and progress of pure Chris­
tianity among the nations of professing Christians in the West. Is 
a settled ministry at home dependant on miraculous powers for its 
efficiency? or was it so among the W aldenses and the other holy 
witnesses even in the darkest ages of papal dominion? Was it so 
at the brighl and glorious period of the Reformation? Did Luther 
and the goodly host of his co-labourers use any other instrument 
of conviction and conversion than the pure unadulterated word of 
God, faithfully and zealously preached, and aided only by the 
instinctive wants and cravings of men, by the gracious internal 
influence of the Spirit of God? Were not these found effectual 
more recently still, in awakening the churches of Britain from 
the lethargy and blindness that had fallen upon them under the 
dc.teriorating and blasting influence of a profligate court and a 
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heterodox priesthood ? I e it not these same instrumentalities that 
have in our own days aroused the long dormant spirit of mission­
ary enterprize, and which is yearly girding itself with greater 
and greater strength to do the bidding of the ascending Saviour, 
" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel te every crea­
ture?" And while such are the results of the simple preaching 
of the Gospel among nations who never witnessed a single miracu­
lous operation, what is and has for ages been the state of 
those countries and places, where the numerous and wondrous 
miracles of Jesus Christ and his apostles and first followers were 
exhibited far and near? Where are the churches of Palestine, of 
Asia Minor, of Greece; of Jerusalem, and Cesarea, and Antioch, 
of Corinth, and Ephesus, and Philippi ? Where are they, and 
echo answers, where ?-for the most part dead, lifeless, extinct! 
Why? Because their "candlestick was removed out of its place.'' 
They had "left their first love-" " had a name to Jive and were 
dead-" " suffered that woman Jezebel to teach and seduce the 
servants of Christ to commit spiritual fornication-" permitted 
'' those that held the doctrine of Balaam and of the Nicolaitanes" 
to spread their pestilential errors-and, the awful forewarning 
unheeded, their light was removed, and after groping for a time 
in moral and spiritual darkness, they disappeared at length ; or in 
a few places yet exist in scarcely discernible fragments of a blind, 
degraded, demoralized and most wretched population-and this 
where the feet of Jesus and his apostles trod, and where all that 
is stirring in history, civil and ecclesiastical, took place! So much 
for the power of miracles ! 

Now even the desponding ' O,' very inconsistently indeed with 
himself,-asserts his persuasion "that there is no real Christian in 
this country that wilt desist" (notwithstanding his advice that all 
the missionaries now at work among its population should quit it 
at once for a field of larger and speedier promise!) "from giving 
his mite or his labours towards the conversion of this numerous 
and benighted people; besides, he knows not when the Lord's 
time may come and therefore he will not give up." Assuredly he 
will not, neither will the faithful missionary. He has not so 
learned Christ nor the power of the cross. Blessed be God, amidst 
many acknowledged and deeply deplored discouragements, we 
are not without evidence even already, of its efficiency in drawing 
even the debased Hindu to Him who hung upon it. The language 
of the amiable and intrepid Schwartz, far the most successful of 
modern missionaries, and who has left a name for simplicity of 
wisdom, for holiness of character, for fervour of piety and for 
indefatigable zeal without a parallel perhaps, is too apposite to be 
withheld. " It is true," he says, " our success has not been equal 
to our wishes. But to have been beneficial even to few, is not to 
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be despised. Nay, some of the seed sown in our life time may grow 
up when we are no more. In short. it is our duty, and l111p11i11ese 
too. to be resigned to the will of God, and to work as long- as 
lH' ha,·e opportunity." So let every trne Missionarv of Jesus 
'· bear his c,·nss" and " endure lrnrdness and disappoii1tment as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ." Paul has plainly shown that some 
will sow and not even water, some water and not reap, while God, 
i11 du.e season, will surely give the increase. What if it sp'ring 
not up in our time, provided it be not lost? We have laboured; 
be it so that other men enter into our labours, and even reap 
that whereon they shall have bestowed no labour themselves­
" it rcmaineth that both they that sow and they that reap may 
rejoice together ; " and '' every man shall receive '1.is own reward, 
accurding to his own labour" and not according to his success; 
since that alone is his and this rests with God the Spirit. 

Meantime we are not without evidence that the time is draw­
ing near when the gigantic edifice of Hindu superstition, already 
tottering on its base, shall fall and crumble to be no more raised 
for ever; when '' nations shall be born in a day." Sure indica­
tions of this, gathered from the moral aspect of the whole people, 
there are, in the consentient judgment of the most experienced 
and best informed; who, taking a Christian interest in the progress 
of truth, watch over the undermining operations of truth and righte­
ousness for the destruction of error and of sin. The mine is nearly 
rea<ly to be sprung-long has many a brave heart and strong arm 
heaved and toiled in the underground of Missionary operations. 
Unseen, unapprehended, slow perhaps but sure, have been the ad­
vances made, a few more home thrusts, a little more patience, and 
the army of the Cross shall enter by a wide breach and storm the 
citadel of unholiness and untruth, and the red banner of the cross 
shall wave over the once deemed impregnable fortresses of Satan. 
Courage, ye heroic soldiers of Jesus !-be firm, be laborious, be 
humble and be patient. The " Captain of your salvation" hath 
"on his vesture and on his thigh a glorious name written-Kl NG OF 
KI~Gs an<l LoRD of LORDS; and his name is CALLED THE WORD 
oF Gon ;" and the immutable promise stands that "HE shall have 
the heathen for his inheritance, the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession"-that "in His name shall the Gentiles trust;" 
tliat '' He will draw all men unto Him;" that " He will be for 
salv.ation to the ends of the earth;" and that His word shall, even 
in your feeble hands,-for it is "the word of the Spirit,"-go on 
conquering and to conquer till " all the Kingdoms of the world 
become the Kingdoms of OUR Goo AND OF Hxs CHRisr:' Amen, 
so Le it ! 

CINSUBENSIS, 
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11.-The South Sea Islands. 

(Continued from vage 58t..] 

6.U 

In resuming onr remark,i on thei<e interesting islan,h, we shall 
princip)ally follow Mr. Williams in his two voyage,; to the Samoa. 
or Navigator's island Ii! for the purpo~e of introdncing the gospel 
into that beautiful and populous group. The Samoas were dis­
covered by the celebrated Frt>nch navigator Bougainville, in the 
yea1· 1678. There a1·e eight principal islands and a few small 
ones, containing a population, it is supposed, of 160,000. The 
scenery is beantiful, and the soil rich ; the landscape is finely 
variegated with trees of great beauty and variety, principally 
evergreens, and bearing fruit in the greatest abundance at all 
seasoits of the year; or rather there is only one season; for 
spring anrl autumn are contemporaneomi. " In general the new 
and old leaves, the bud and the blossom, the young fruit and 
the ripe, appear together, and adorn the trees throughout the 
whole circle of the year." The a;cpect of the islands ij moun­
tainous, and some of the mountains are so lofty as to l,e visible 
at the distance of 60 or 70 miles. The valley,i are exten,.ive 
and contain many thousand!! of acres of rich soil entirely uncul­
tivated ; for the spontaneous munificence of nature is almost 
sufficient to support the inhabitants, who, in consequence, lead 
a life of ease and enjoyment. Mr. Williams says " the soil is 
so exceedingly rich, that coffee, sugar, cotton and every other 
tropical production may be raised to almost auy exteut ; and 
as the islands are well watered, and abound with springs, lakes 
and sti·eams, machinery might, in many places, be worked with 
the greatest facility. This of cour.ie enhances the value of these 
superb islands incalculably." They vary in size ; Savaii, the 
largest is about ~50 miles in circumference, U polu is from 150 
to ·~oo miles in circumference, and the others are co11~iderably 
smaller. One of the smallest is Aborima, which is only abou:t 
two miles in circumference. It deserves to be noticed particn~ 
larly, on account of its peculiar form. It is inaccessible 011 all 
aides, except at one small opening; and externally viewed, pre­
eeuts nothing but harren cliff's, but the interior is beautiful and 
fei-tile in the highest degree. The island appears to be an ex­
hausted volcano, which has emptied itself by the sm:ill opening 
which furnishes the only entrance from the sea. "Here the 
,,-hole of the interior opens at once to the view, and any thing 
more beautiful or unique," says Mr. \Villiams, " I never beheld. 
The island is a basin, most regularly scooped out, and ascending 
with a gentle slope from the centre to the circumference ; and 
although on approaching il, nothing meets the eye but sterile 
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ditfs. when you catch a glimpse of the amphitheatre within, you 
di1-conr there a glorious contrast to the theariness and desolation 
TI·ithout.. N" ot a ban-en spot is to be seen, but one verdant ma11s 
of tropical ngetation, the whole of which, from the peculiar 
form of th~ it-Ian~, presen~s itself _at a single view, and fills the 
beholde1· with delight. It any thmg could enhance the beauty 
of the scene, it is the group of native dwellings which, half re­
Yealed among the trees of cocoa-nut, bread-fruit and banana 
form the settlement." This island furnished a natural and im~ 
pregnable fortress to the inhabitants of the neiglibonring island 
of Manono, who, when hard pressed by their morn numerous 
enemies of the larger islands, were wont to retreat to Aborima 
and artificially barricade the narrow entrance, so as to be abl; 
easily to drin off the canoes of their assailants by attacking 
them with huge stones hurled from the neighbouring rocks. 

Mr. ,Villiams, after having seen the gospel introduced and 
fully established among the inhabitants of the Hervey islands, 
began to think of extending his labours to other groups ; and 
during his long ,isit to Rarotonga, formed the resolution of 
visiting the Samoas, as soon as circumstances would permit. Jn 
.order to be prepared for the enterprize, he resolved to build 
a ship ; and with nry few tools, and a very limited supply of 
iron Le 1-ucceeded, iu the space of three months, with no other 
assistance tlian that which the natives could render, in building 
a ws;,el of Let ween 70 and 80 tons burden. Considerable inge­
nuity was requisite e,·en in prepariug to commence such an un­
dertaking. So destitute was he of the necessary implements, 
that he was reduced to the uecessity of constructing a bellows 
of wood, for heati11g his irou. He had no saw to make planks, 
but split the trees with wedges, and then the natives, with adzes 
made of small hatcl1ets tied to crooked pieces of wood as han­
dle,.;, reduced the divided trees to planks. Hopes, sails, blocks, 
liad all to be prepared. Every thing, even the hanging of the 
rudder was, lw11ever, at lt>ngth accompli!ihed, and the " Mes­
senger of Peace" launched. It was thought proper to make trial 
of the new yessel for a short distance at first. After a some­
what disastrous con1meocement they Emcceeded in making a 
trip to and from Ait~taki, an isl~nd about 170 miles distant 
from Rarotonga. Hanng got the little rnssel strengthened by 
additional iron work prepared hy htti uew colleague !\fr. Buza­
cott, Mr. \'V. accoruvauied Ly Makea the king of _Ra1·?tong!, 
made sail for Tahiti, and after a voyage of 800 m1le1,1 m then 
home-built vessel, "caulked with Lark, and covered partly with 
lime, and partly with gum from the bread-fruit tree, instead of 
pitch," with mat-sails, a!1d c~rdage made from the bark of _the 
hibi;;cus plant, they arnved m safety, to the no small astonish­
ment and delight of their friends. 
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After reaching Raiatea the " Messenger of Peace" waH great­
ly improved, and great assi;itance was given in completing the 
equipment of the little vessel, through the kindness of tlie Hon. 
Capt. Waldegrave of the Seringapatam, who happened to toucb 
at Raialea at that time. 

Having madll all the necessary preparation;:, :\Ir. Williams, 
attended with a consi,lerable number of native teach1m1, em­
barked in the "Me~senger of Peace," and cleared the harbour 
of Raiatea on May '.H, 1830. In accordance with a plan pre­
viously arranged, he touched at almost all Lhe Hervey i~lands, 
and thus had an opportunity of witnes.~ing the ;iteacly progress 
of Christianity and civilization among the people. In almost 
every island the majority, chiefs and people, werfl professing 
Christians, and the young were making steaLly progresi! in the 
acquirement of useful knowledge. Im1teacl of ~ailing directly 
from the Heney islandH to the Navigators', they re;1olved, as a 
prudent prec::rntion, in the first iw~tauce to visit Tongatabu, in 
orde1· to gain as much intelligence a!I possible reg-arding the state 
of' feeling iu the quarter to which they were ultimately liound. 
Ou their way to Tongatabu, they touched at Savage islanrl, ,ritb 
the intention of leaving teachers there. The manifestation of 
hostility on the part of the degraded inhabitants of that island, 
induced them to alter their purpose, and leave the savages in 
their ignorance, until a more favorable opportunity of enlight­
ening them should occur. In order to open up a medium of in­
tercourse at some future period, as well as to impres5 the natives 
with a persuasion of their kind intentions, they adopted the 
questionable method of endeavouring to induce one or two 
young native!! to come on board, with the intention of takinO" 
them to the Society islands, treating them kindly and afte;. 
wards restoring them to their native isle. They succeeded, after 
considerable difficulty, in effecting this. The two young men were 
afterwards restored to their friends, but Mr. Williams had no 
opportunity before his departure for England, of wituessing the 
effect produced by them upon tl1eir cou11tryme11. 

At Tongatabu the voyagers found many cheering fruits of the 
labours of the Wesleyan missionaries on that island. A portion 
of the missionary party who left England in the ship Duff, had -
been left at that island by Capt. \Vilson. Several of these were 
killed, during a barbarous civil war which broke out in the is­
land during the year 1799, and the rest having sought safety in 
flight, the mission was soon afte1· abaudoned. The \V es­
leyans al"te1·wards commenced their operations, under more favor­
able circumstances, and their exertions have been .crowned with 
a success equal to that in the Society islands. They found the 
field, however, to a certain degree prepared for them, as native 
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missionaries from the Society islands had laboured there fo1· some 
time prniom:ly to their arrival. 

Fortunately for Mr. " 7illiams he pro,·identially met at 1'on­
gatabu a chief of one of the N,nigators' islands named Fauea, 
~ho had been many years absent from his native land, and was 
exceeding·ly anxiot1s to retnl'll. He was not a convert to Chris­
tianity, but "decidi>rlly friendly," and promi!led to use "his 
ntmost influence" with his countrymen, and especially with the 
chiefs, man,· of whom were his relations, "to induce them to 
recei'l'e the· teachers kind Iv and listen to their instructions." 
Regarding this as a providential juncture, Mr. Williams cheer­
fnll_v comented to take the chief on hoard. After leaving Ton­
gatabu, and witnessing the success of the gospel at the Hapai i.~ 
land likewise, they bent their course direct for the Navigators' 
group. On the seventh day the cloud-capped mountains of Sa­
T'aii were in view, and on their nearing the shore, Fauea, who 
dreaded great opposition from a formidable chief named Te.ma­
fainga, learned with joy that the object of his fears had been 
slai11 by the people about teu or twelve days previously. After 
much labour in beating about against adverse winds, and seek­
ing anchorage, they at length reached Sapapalii, the settlement 
to which Fauea belonged. They were very kindly received by 
Tamalelangi in absence of his brother Malietoa, the principal 
chief, and a relative of Fauea. The chief's absence was caused 
by a war then raging in the island of U polu, in consequence of 
the death of Tamafainga, whose relatives sought to avenge them­
selvPs on his murderers. Malietoa, however, soon arrived, after 
he had received intelligence of their presence at his settlement. 
He professed to be highly pleased, on learning the cause of their 
visit. and desired to receive instructions from them. On the 
follo~ing day the chief welcomed them on shore, and invited 
them take ap their abode at his own house. The native teach­
ers wne provided with a suitable abode, and treated with much 
kindn~ss by tl1e people. There was afterward a formal inter­
view and presenting of presenti,. After thanking the chief for 
the tokens offriendsliip, "we added," says Mr. Williams, 

" That to obtain his property was not the object of our visit, for we had 
come exclush·ely to bring him and his people to the knowledge of the true 
God, and to place on their island persons to teach them the way of salva.. 
tion; and we now wished to know whether he was willing that we should 
remain or whether he would allow his people to be instructed? He replied 
thl'-t he' wu verv thankful to ua for coming, and that he would receive the 
teacher■, and treat them with kindnefH. We then e•rlicitly inquired whe­
ther he and his people would consent to he imtructed, or whtther there 
would be any obstruction thrown in the way? To this he made answe1·-
' I and my people must go ovPr to Upolu to the war; but immediately after 
my return, I will become a worshipper of Jeho~ah, an~ place ~yself under 
the. in■truction of the teachers. In the meantime, this house. 1s y.oura 11s ," . 
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temporary. place in which to teach and worahip, and when we. come from 
the wnr, we will erect any building you may require, and all the people 
who 1·em11in at home may come to-morro.w, if they pleue, and begin to 
leurn about Jehovah and Jesus Christ,"' • 

After this frank as~urance of protection to the teachers, fonr 
of them were placed under the immediate charge of Malietoa, 
and the rest under the charge of hi~ brother. Mr. \Villiams and 
lus colleague had several opportunities of experiencing the g~ 
nerous bearing of this old wanior, and witnessing the manners 
of his people. Having accomplished their oqject with a success. 
beyou<l expectation, and having exhorted and prayed with the 
teachers, they prepared to depart. Matetau, the chief of 
Ma110110, and a wan of gigantic stature, paid them a visit before 
their departure, and el{pressed his eagerness to obtain a teacher. 
They promised on their next visit to satisfy his desires, by sup­
plying him and his people with instructor,;i. The kind attention 
of the chiefs, and the readiness of the people to receive instruc­
tion, is asc1·ibed by Mr. W. to the influence which Fanea was 
able to exert, and to the curiosity which his account of the 
triumphs of Christianity at Tongatabu had excited. "And," 
says Mr. Williams, •· all these circumstances considered, we 
cannot but conclude, that in first going to Tongatabu, we were 
led by an unerring hand, and, that our meeting unexpectedly 
with such an assistant as Fauea was a remarkable and interest­
ing intimation of Providence, that the set time for God to ac­
complish his purposes of mercy to the Samoa islanders was 
come." 

In the interval between the first and second visit to the 
Samoas, Mr. Williams and his colleagues were occupied in 
affairs connected with the newly-formed ehnrches in the Hervey 
Islands, and in maturing a translation of the New Testament 
in the language of the Rarotongans. Several interesting narra­
tives are given regarding the death of some of the early con­
verts in tbe Society islands. The following extract gives an 
account of the last moments of Vara, a chief of the island Aimeo, 
who, from being one of the most cruel and relentless of 11avages, 
became a sincere and devout Christian. Mr. Orsmond who at­
tended him in his last moments, relates the following parti­
culars:-

" On seeing that _his end was apptoachiog, I said to him, ' Are you sorry 
that you cast away your lying gods, by which you used to gain so much pro­
perty?' He was aroused from his lethargy, and with tears of pleasure spark­
ling in hie eyes exclaimed, ' Oh, no, no ; what ! can I ~e sorry for casting 
away de11th for life? Jesus is my rock, the fortification in which my soul 
take11 shelter.' I 1111id' Tell me on what you found your hopes of future 
bles~edneH ?' Ill!. r,pli-id, ' I, have been very wicked ; but a great kiug 
from. the o~_her s\de o~ the 11kies sent his ambassadors with terms of peace. 

' 
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We could not tell, for m,my ye1n,1, wh11t these ambass11dorft wanted. At 
length Pomare obtained a ,·ictory and invited all his subjects to come and 
take refuge nmler the wing of Jesus, and I was one of the fi1·at to do so. 
The blood of Jesll,/j is my foundation. I gl'ieve that all my childl'en do not 
)o,·e Him. Had they known the misery we endured in the reign of the 
devil, they would gladly take the gospel in exchange fo1· theil· follies. 
Jesus is the best king, he gh·es a pillow without thorns.' A little time 
after, I asked him if he was afraid to die ; when, with almost youthful ener­
gy, he replied, 'No, no. The canoe is in the 8ea, the aails are sp1·ead, she 
is 1·eady fol' the gale. I ha,·e a good Pilot to guide me, and a good haven 
to receh·e me. My outside man and my inside dift'e1·. Let the one rot 
till the trump shall sound, but let my soul wing her way to the throne of 
Jesus.' • Will he not,' adds Mr. Orsmond, 'through eternity sing hallelu­
jahs to God and the Lamb, because of the South Sea ;\Jission !' " 

Mr. ,Villiams relates some similar incidents which took 
place at his own station in the island of Raiatea. An old war­
rior named Me, died soon after Mr. Williams's return, and the 
king Tamatoa did not long survive. They both departed f1·om 
thi!-1 life giving the most convincing proofs of their reliance upon 
the atoning influence of the ReJeemer's blood. 'l'amatoa was 
a remarkable instance of the power of divine grace in subduing 
the ~oul of man. and enabling the believer to bring "into cap­
ti'rity every thought to the obedience of Christ." Befo1·e be­
coming a follower of Christ he was abandoned to the grnatest 
excesses. He allowed himself to be worshipped as a god; he 
was greatly addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors; and 
while inebriated gave way to the most furious and vengeful 
passions. In short, he who died firm in the faith, and earnest­
ly exhorting his family and chiefs to continue in their attach­
ment to the gospel, was "once the terror of his sul>jects, the 
murderer of his people, a despotic tyrant and a most bigotted 
idolater!" Tamatoa was a fine specimen of the aristocracy of 
these islands, being, as Mr. W. says, six feet eleven inches 
in height. 

The Missionaries about this time had many trying difficul­
ties to contend with. A party, hostile to the Christian religion, 
attempted to acquire the ascendancy in the Society islands; nnd 
at Rarotonga also, sou1e young chiefs tried to revive among the 
people the old heathen practices. The greatest trial of this na­
ture, however, arose from the distressing effects produced by the 
introduction of ardent spirits among the inhabitants of Raiatea, 
by the sanction of the young king. The people, being excited by 
the importation of a small ca8k of spirits,commenced the process 
of distillation themselves, and in a short space of time, no fewer 
than twenty stills were working in the island. 'l'he seasonable 
arrival of Mr. W. from Rarotonga, produced a salutary change. 
At a public meeting, it was resolved to destroy every still, and 
t.he resolution was forthwith carried into effect. And since Mr. 
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,v.'s departure for England a Temperance Society ha~ been es­
tabli!lhed ; and he had the satisfaction of receiving a communi­
cation from the formerly dissipated young chief, under whose 
amipiccs the evil had been wrought, intimating that he had 
completely renounced the use of intoxicating liquors, aud waa 
become a serious inquirer after rdigion. 

After making the best arrangements in hi;i power, Mr. 
Williams sailed on his second visit to the Samoas, and having 
toucl1ed at Rarotonga, and taken thence a native teacher 
for Matetau the chief of M a11ono, he sailed on the I 1 th of 
October 183~, accompanied by king Makea, and reached 
the Samons on the 17th. On this occasion lie visited several 
islands of the group, where he had not previously been, and 
fou11d that tidings of the new religion had been spread over all 
the islands. The people and chiefs were anxious every where to 
J"eceive teachers to live among them and give them instruction. 
This pervading desire no doubt arose, in the first instance, 
merely from curiosity; but we cannot help viewing it in the 
same light as Mr. Williams did, and considering it as a provi­
dential interference to prepare the minds of the people for 
receiving instruction. When he reached the island of U polo, 
he found there two English sailors, who, taking advantage of 
the eagerness of the people to become religious, had actually 
been maki»g them Christians, and baptizing them, after their 
own fashion ! In order to extort gifts from the ignorant natives, 
they had gone the length, of pretending " to heal the sick, by 
i-eading a bit of a prayer over them." Mr. Williams says," I 
remonstJ"ated with them upon the fearful wickedness of their 
conduct ; and they promised that they would not again pursue 
such a course. This is ouly a specimen of many similar inter­
views which we had with persons of the same class, and shows 
the great importance of Christian exertion on behalf of British 
seamen." There is a great deal in this concluding remark. 
What might have been the consequences to many a benighted 
land, long ere the formation of Missionary Societies, had the 
seamen and others, who have been in the habit of visiting dis­
tant heathen lands, been imbued with the spirit of the Christian 
faith ! Much of the opposition which now meets the promul­
gators of the heavenly doctrines and sublime precepts of the 
blessed Jesus would never have stood up against them; and 
those, who~e destiny ca:3t them amid the dwellings of savage 
barbarism or refined idolatry, would have been the harbingeJ"s 
of peace to many a desolate land. 

The following is Mr. ,v:s account of his meeting with 
Matetau. 
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" On Sntur,111.y 11.ft.ernoon we re11.ched Manono, And aa we were passing 
this litt.le g11rden island, my colossal friend, Meteteu, came off' to us. After 
l.'mbl'acing me cordi111ly, and ruhhing no11ea quite RB long as wee ngreeeble, 
he said,· H"here is my missionary? I ha,•e not forgotten your promise.' 
'No more ha\'e I,' was my rejoinder, 'here he is.' I then introduced Te­
a,·e and his wife, when he receh·e,l them with delight, saluted theil· noses 
with a long and hearty ruh, and exclaimed, • k/ei, lel~i lnu11,' 'good, very 
good, I am happy now.' Having stated to the chief that I was anxious to 
reach the missionary station before d11rk, and that he must either accom­
pany me and return in a few days, or go on shore, he said 'I must hnsten 
back to tell my people the good news, that you hnve come and brought the 
promised missionary.' Again rnbbing my nose, he stepped into his c1111oe, 
and skimming over the hillows sailed towards the shore, shouting, as he 
approached it, that ~fr. ,villinms had b1·011ght them their missionary !" 

The meeting with the old chief Malietoa. was ahio of a very 
interesting nature. 

"After the usual s11lutation, he expressed his sincere pleasu1·e in again 
welcoming me t-0 the shores of Savaii, where they had been most anxiously 
expecting me for several months. He then said that it aff'orded him the 
greatest satisfaction to be able to preseot to me ell my people in health, and 
to say that neither their persons nor their propert-y had eu:ft'ered injury. 
He added, that he was truly thankful that the good word of Jehovah had 
been brought to his islands, and that so many had embraced it; and now, 
continued he, with an animation which indicated hi11 delight, ' all the peo­
ple will follow ; for by your return, they will be convinced that the lotu 
( Christian religion) is true, and will believe the assurance of the teachers. 
For my own part,' be added, 'my heart is single in its desire to know the 
word of Jehovah.' After thanking him for so faithfully fulfilling bis pro­
mise, and explaining the cause of our detention, I introduced my compa.. 
nion, Makea, the king of Rarotonga. The old chieftain viewed him _with 
an eagle's eye, and after various inquiries, gave him a cordial welcome to 
bi11 island, and complimented him by saying, that be was the finest man 
he had ever .?eheld, and was not to be equalled by any chief in thil 
Samoa group. • 

Mr. "'· preached to a congregation of about one thousand 
persomi, aud after the conclusion of the service, one of the teach~ 
ers arose aud appealed to Mr. W. in confirmation of all that 
they had taught. It appears from their statement, that a false 
teacher, from the Society islands, had, like the sailors, been 
taking adrnntage of the prevailing excitement on religious sub­
jects for furthering his own ends, and had taught the people to 
'obsen·e Saturday as the Chrir;tian Sabbath, instead of Sunday. 
Malietoa made "a most sensible speech," in reply; in which he 
exhorted the people most strflnuously to ·receive the new religion. 
The following are his words-

" Let all Savaii, all U polu, embrace this great religion ; and 
as to my!!elf, my whole soul 11hall be given to the word of J•ho­
vah, and my utmost endeavours employed that it may encircle 
the land." 

A publiC" meeting was held soon after the events alluded to, 
at which M.akea. delighted and entertained the people with au 
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nccount of the introduction and effects of Christianity at Raro-­
tonga, and exhorled " Malietoa and his brother chief~ to gra;ip 
with a firm hold the word of Jehovah: for this alone," lie added, 
•· can make yon a peaceable and happy people. I should have 
flied a savage ha<l it not been for the Gospel." In reply to 
tliis exhortalion, Malietoa declared in the strongest terms his 
<letermination to Ruppert the cause of Christianity, and spoke of 
the unanimity which prevailed among the people in resolvinO" 
to be Christian disciples. Being somewhat closely interrogated 
by Mr. W. regarding his willingness to protect the lives and 
properties of English Missionaries, the chief replied, with a 
little exhibition of wounded pride-

" Why do you ask that question ? Have I not fulfilled my 
promises ? l assured you that I would terminate the war as 
soon as possible; thii3 I did, and there has been no war since. 
I gave you my word that I would al'<sist in erecting a chapel; 
it is finished. I told you I would place myself under instruc­
tion, and I have done so. Twenty moons ago, you committed 
your people, with their wives and children and property, to my 
care; now inquire if, in any case, they have suffered injury. 
And do you ask me whether I will protect English Missionaries~ 
the very pe1·sons we wish to have? Why do you ask such a. 
question?'' 

Mr. Williams assured the chief that lie had no doubt what­
ever of his faithfulness, but merely wished to have an assurance 
which he might report to the people of England in the chief's 
own words. Malietoa immediately exclaimed-

" Oh! that is what you wish, is it?'' and significantly mov­
ing his hand from his mouth toward,, Mr. W., he said "Here 
they are (the words), take them; here they are, take them; go 
and procure for us as many missionaries as you can, and tell them 
to come with confidence; for if they bring property enough to 
1·each from the top of yonder high mountain down to the 
sea-beach, and leave it exposed from one year's end to another, 
not a particle of it shall be touched:' 

.Mr. W. received from the teachers a history of their proceed­
ings during their residence in the islands, and the following ex­
tract, containing au account of the singular experiment made Ly 
Malietoa, may serve to exhibit some of the characteristics of his 
mind. A chapel had been built, the war was terminated. On 
the day fixed for opening the chapel, the chief assembled his 
family, and told them of his determination to become a worship­
per of Jehovah. 

"With one nccord they replied, thnt if it was good for him, it was 
equally so for them, and that th~y would follow his example. But to this 
he ohjectecl, nnd declm·ed that if they clid so, he should adhere to the old 
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syi1tem. 'Do you not know,' he snid, 'that t.he 11:ocls will be enraged with 
me for AhRndoning them nnd will endea,•our to destroy me, and, perhaps, 
Jelion,h mny not l,n,·e power to protect me ,igainst the effects of their 
Anger. My proposition therefore is, that I should try the experiment of 
becoming his worshipper ; and then, if he can protect me, you mny with 
1<aft>ty follow my example; but if not, I only shall fall a ,·ictim to their 
,·en,::-eance, you will he snfe.' The youn!Z' men mnnifested great reluctanco 
to comply with this request, and wished to know ho,v long a time he 1·e­
quirt'd to make this singular experiment. He informed them, that he de­
sired A month or six weeks; and after some delrnte, they unwillingly nc­
quie~ced in his proposition. It was, l,owever, a time of general nnd intense 
excitement, and messengers were frequently dispatched to different pnrts 
of the island, to announce the triumph of JehovMh's power. At the expi­
ration of the third week, -however, the patience of the young men was ex. 
hnusted, and going to their father, they st,ited, thnt he had tried his expe­
riment sufficiently long; that no e,·il had befallen him, and that therefore 
they would immediately follow his exnmple. He gave his consent; when 
not only his relatives, but nearly all his people, abandoned their heathen 
worship. This appeared to me," adds Mr. W. "a most singular and inte1·­
esting incident. In the first place, it evinced a great disinterestedness and 
peat magnanimity in Malietoa; and also shewed us, that the watchful eye 
of God was open to all such events, and that he governed them for the 
furtherance of his purposes of mercy. Had any indisposition befallen thi11 
chieftain during the time he was thus trying his experiments upon Jeho-
1·ah's pow-er, an effectual barrier might ha,•e been raised against the pro:­
pess of the gospel among that people ; and if Malietoa had died, our teach­
ers would ,·ery probably ha,·e fallen victims to the fury of the heathen." 

After the successful termination of this experiment the aban­
donment of idolatry became general, or rather the heathenish 
worship was forsaken ; for these people liave generally no idols. 
They used to fix, discretionally, upon some fish, bird, or reptile, 
in which they supposed the spirit of their god to reside, and that 
they worshipped. On the occasion here alluded to, they showed 
their contempt for these imaginary tabernacles of deity, by cook­
ing them and eating them ! 

"The etu ( or god) of Malietoa's sons was a fish called anae; and, on the 
day appointed, a large party of relatives and friends we1·e invited to pa1·­
take of the feast. A numba of anae having been dressed, and laid upon 
newly plucked leaves, the party seated themselves around them, while one 
of the teachers implored a blessing. A portion of the etu was then placed 
L..fore each i11di,·idual, and, with trembling hearts, they proceeded to 
del'our the sacred morsel. The superstitious fean of the young men were 
so powerfully excited, lest the etu should gnaw theh- vitals and cause death, 
that they immediately retired from the feast, and drank a large dose of 
cocoanut oil and salt-water, which was certainly a most effectual method of 
preventing such an evil. The favourable result of these experiments of 
the chief and his sons decided the people of the settlement to place them­
selves under the instruction of the teachers. Like the ancient Miletans, 
they expected that the daring innovators would have swollen or fallen 
down dead suddenly ; but seeing no harm come to them, they changed 
their minds, and said that Jehovah was the true God," 

Subsequently to this, at a large meeting, it was resolved 
to drown Papo the god of war ; which venei-ated perBonag@ 
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is nothing more than a piece of old rotten matting, about 
three yards long and four inches broad. The teachers inter­
posed in behalf of this most puissant deity, not in order that he 
mig-ht be preserved in his rank, but tha.t he might be presented 
to Mr. W ., who has deposited him, as a relic, in the missionary 
museum. 

Several stations in the island of Savaii were vi:sited, and they 
found at most of them places of worship which had been erect­
ed by the natives themselves. One of the strangest interviews 
they had was with a party of female converts, who, influenced by 
a desire to promote the knowledge of religion, and acting under 
the direction of an enterprizing and zealous female, had erected 
a place of worship, where divine service was conducted by their 
im:itructress, whenever the teachers could not attend. In many 
other places they found that the desire of the people to be in­
i;tructed was intense. " Every where they urged their claim 
by saying, our chapel is finished, and ~II we want is a mission­
ary." 

Having thus seen the gospel introduced into the principal is­
lands of the Samoa group, and the native missionaries diligently 
engaged in their work, under the protection of the influential 
chiefs, Malietoa and :\fatetau, Mr. \Villiams set sail on. his re­
turn to the othe1· islands. 'l'he vessel sprung a leak on the pas­
sage, and they were all near being lost; but by great exertion 
in working the pumps, they succeeded in reaching the island of 
Vavau, and with the kind assistance afforded by the Captains 
and crews of two English vessels who happened providentially to 
be there, they hove down the vessel, and succeeded in repairing 
the damage. During their visit to this island, on their first 
voyage to the Samoas, they had an opportunity of witnessing 
the despotic conduct of the chief Finau, who not only refmied 
to listen to the instrnctions of the missionary, but threatened with 
death any of his people who should do so. The circumstances 
were now changed. The despot was now an humble and docile 
disciple, and, with all his people, was listening earnestly to 
Mr. Turner, the Wesleyan Missionary stationed there. At 
Tongatabu, they found every thing proceeding in a most pros. 
perous manner. The Wesleyan Missionaries had received a. 
printing press, and were actively engaged in sending forth the 
word of life for the people. The printing operations "commen­
ced in April 1881, and by November 1882, twenty-nine thou­
sand one hundl'ed copies of small books, containing five miltionB 
seven hundred and seventy-two thousand pages, had beea 
struck off." 

Mr. W. returned to Rarotonga in January 1888, and remained 
at that island for seve1·al months to complete the revisal of the 
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trimialation of the New Testament, "'hich he has brnught with him 
to England, and of which, he states, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, have printed five thousand copies. A precious 
treasure this, to hear back with him, when he returns to the 
scene of his interesting labours. He found every thing at Raro­
tonga most propitious. The schools were crowded with children. 
At the three diffE'rent stations, the total number receiving the 
elements of education were 2,100 ! How cheering the reflec• 
tions awakened by such intelligence ! Rut ten years before, the 
people were amid the gloom of thickest darkness; now, light 
beamed upon them from the upper sanctuary, bringing along 
with it the blessings of civilization and peace. Nothing in the 
bistor_r of the church of Christ., for many years hack, equals the 
triumphs of troth in these islands. It is by no means to be 
doubted, that the people in the first instance were actuated 
by mixed motires, many of them entirely worldly ; but the 
effect was to make them all at least, willing hea1·e1·s of the word 
of God, and many of them consistent and devoted followers of 
Christ. And we may well ask with Mr. Williams, "Does the his­
tory of the Church furnish a more striking or beautiful fulfilment 
of the prophetic deelaration-•The isles shall wait for his law'?" 

In the rery end of the volume Mr. W. mentions that he had 
lately received letters from his colleagues at Rarotonga, giving 
the most satisfactory reasons for concluding that the work of 
christiauizing the people was continuing to be followed with 
the best fruits. The number of real Christians was steadily 
increasing, and iu Rarotonga alone upwards of three thousand 
<:hildren were attending school, and daily receiving Christian 
instruction, Besides these inestimable blessings, many of the 
improrements of civilized life were making rapid progress. 
Spinning, weaving, agriculture, house-building, ship-building, 
carpentry and smith's work, and many othe1· useful nrts, which 
minister to the comfort and well-being of society, were flourish­
ing. The islands appear to be rapidly rising in commercial 
prosperity. "At the small island of Huahine, about thirty sail 
of shipping anchor in the course of the year; and, at Tahiti, 
little short of a hundred. Here the exhausted crews recruit 
their strength, by roaming at pleasure among the luxurious 
groves, and inhaling the fragrant air; and here also, the ships 
are sheltered, refitted, and 1mpplied with stores to any extent." 
- When we look back upon the past, and peruse the narratives 
<if brutal licentiousness and savage cruelty, which the early 
-visitors of these islands have laid before us,-when we consider 
the degrading super,-;tition which held sway among them,-and 
the horrors of human sacrifice and infanticide; then are we able 
to estimate the glorious changes which the religion of truth is 
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able to achieve-then have we cause to rejoice in God for tl1e 
work which, through His divine grace, has been accomp]iHhed. 
But alas ! how much Jet remains to be accomplished ! The 
whole population of Polynesia, which has thus been brought 
undel' the blessings of divine truth, is not half of that which, in 
the spnce comprehended within a circle who~e radius ,loefl not 
extend more than a few miles on all sides of the habitation of the 
Governor General of Briti8h India, we may every day behold 
engaged in the most debasing rites and diabolical superstitions. 
How lamentable the fact, that for eighty years the Britii;ih 
flag has waved undistul'bed and unthreatened on the battle­
ments of Fort William-that the most civilized of modern 
nations has been the sole arbitress of the fortunes of the finest 
country under heaven for nearly one century-and still the mass 
of the Hindu people, nay, with a. few exceptions, the whole na­
tion is sunk in darkness that may be felt! How is it that the 
savages of the South Seas have outstripped the descendants of 
the philosophic Brahman, in much that ensures the individual 
comfort of man, and the blessings of social happiness ? Awaken 
ye philosophic philanthropists; hitherto ye have done nothing. 
Be aroused ye utilitarian economists; selfishness has been too 
long your ruling principle. Alas! without the radiance of Gos­
pel light, your policy will prove vain. Let the Sun of Righte­
ousness but arise and this seemingly impenetrable gloom will 
pass away. But how is the work to be done ? How is the light 
to be thrown in amid tlie riot and the revelry of contending de­
lusions and unnatural and ungodly idolatries? It is the work 
of Omnipotence ; but His agents are men. "\,Vho then will not 
cordially unite in the prayer-" Lord send forth labourers into 
thy harvest. 'l'he harvest truly is plenteous. but the labourers 
are few." Oh ! that the energies of Christian Philanthropy were 
more largely directed towards the moral wastes of British India ! 

Since writing the above we have seen a short notice of the 
volume before us, in the Atheneum. The writer of that article 
appears to have discovered in the narrative, "a great deal too 
much of polemical bitterness, and of the habitual unconscious 
arrogance of one who fancies himself in the immediate guidance 
of heaven." With respect to the latter part of the charge, tha 
remarks which we made in the commencement of this article 
may suffice. With respect to the charge of" polemical bitter­
ness," we would only observe, that after carefully perusing the 
volume, no impression of such a charge being well founded, re­
mains upon ou1· mind. The writer in the Atheneum lileems to 
be under a mistake concerning Mr. \V.'s remarks on Kotze­
bue. Mr. W. does not say that the narrative of Kotzebue's 
voyage is one tissue of falsehoods ; but that "So far as u-
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lnf,•s to Taliiti, it i~~ one tissue o.f(alselwods." Now, Mr. W. 
l1ad the best means possible of ascertaining the facts; and if he 
found that the Russian n1wigato1· had, without cause 01· pro,•o­
c-ation, brought false accusations against the innocent, and had 
recklei;:s]y published them to the world, it i11 absolutely ridicu­
lous to charge the missionary with want of comtesy or want 
of charit~", becam1e he has openly contradicted the g1·atuitously 
false and uncharitable aspersions which were cast upon the 
character of his zealous colleagues. 

III .-Proposal /01· extending Popular Instruction. 
!ITn. Enrro:a, 

Some years Ago I possessed II little tattered volume which hae often 
since haunted me in my reminiscences. I think it was called the ORAOLE, 
published in the early part of the reign of Queen Anne. It was made up 
of pe1;odical nnmhers and contained a rnriety of useful and agreeable 
information in the form of answers to the questions of correspondents. 

The population of England were not then as well informed as· they are 
now; aud I cannot fancv anv work more calculated to diffuse co11:ect 
knowledge than such a p~blication was at such a time. Learned essAys and 
elaborate tomes m11y answer well for the instruction of a few ; but to 
instruct the mass, it becomes necessary to ascertain upon what points the 
curiosity of individuals is excited. In that form each point is distinctly 
brought to view, and the knowledge of the instruct01· is made to bear 
with the most effect. Nor were the Editors of the ORACLE, as I shall 
continue to call it, singular in their choice of such a plan ; though I think 
tl'ley carried it into more efficient operation than others who, while main­
taining the principle, have been led to apply it differently. Such publica­
tions as P1NNOCK's CATECHISMS, KNOWLEDGE FOR THE PEOPLE, am! a num­
ber of other similar works, derive their utility from their giving plain 
answers to plain questions;-but the little ORACLE had this advantage 
entirely to itself, it ascertained that the knowledge was wanted at the 
precise moment when it was imparted. . 

How would such a puhlication answer in India? If it proved useful m 
England in the reign of Queen Anne, its sphere of usefulness would be the 
more extensi,•e here; for just in proportion as the people of this country 
are more uninformed than the English population were then, the grea!er 
likelihood of the success of such an undertaking. The work should be plam, 
pithy, cheap and interesting. 

These thoughts passed through my mind shortly before receiving a copy 
of the !{hair J(hwah i Hind. That paper will be perhaps useful to the extent 
which is designed ; but it wants the popular character of such a publica­
tion as the ORACLE. Your few remarks on it are just, and agreeing in 
them I may add, that in 1chool1, where the Roman Character is used, it 
will answer better than boolcs ( which are moreover scarce at present) to 
convey instruction on religiouH and general subj~cts :-but it will, not be of 
much use to the native public. For them a little OaACLE (with a less 
pretending title, say • Tlte Imtructor' )-is urgently 1·equisite ; and when 
such 11. paper can, by means of a lithographic press, ~e _published ~t a trifling 
monthly charge, there is no reason why every Ml661onary station 1houlJ . 
.oot print it6 own. 
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Intelligence, liternry, scientific and religious, should be furnished just 
RA required; nnd nil Rhoul,1 be made to exemplify, as far as the occasion~ 
permit, the truths of Christianity. There should also he a summary of 
current news, in which the desire of our Government to secure the ,velfare 
of its subjects should, whenever practicable, Le pointed out. This is a 
rnntter regarding which strong donhts prevail. 

I trust that for the sake of illu•tration you will permit me to give a 
few specimens of the manner in which I think the suhjects might be best 
tre11ted. 

Q. I am a Sipahi and am told th11t my 1·egiment will J1oon have to go to 
the Burmali counti·y in consequence of ,motlier W(tr having beyun. The pt,,~ 
is 60 sickly tl,at the Sipdhis ure ve1y averse to go there where, as before, they 
may be /apt for several yea1·,. 

A. \Ve are sorry to learn that the new Burmah king is not upon the 
very best terms with our Government ; but a war has not commenced, and 
we pray that such a calnmity may be prevented. \Ve are confident that 
our Government seeks the welfare of its suhjecte and to be at peace with 
our neighbours; but if a war should happen it will he engaged in hy the 
English only when less severe measures have.failed. Howe,•er the Sipahis 
have no cause of apprehension; for. the Burmah country is now well known 
and would perhaps at this time be traversed in as many months as it before 
took years; and the most healthy spots for the troops can now be selected. 
A time is coming when there will be no more war, and mankind will be 
blest with universal peace and happiness. God grant that it may soon 
arrive ! 

Q. In tlie distl'ict in which I am living the poor are starving from the 
fi1itw·e of tlie c1·ops. The burmiahs have their grain pita full, but they will 
not sell supplies at a mte for which tt.e poor can pay. We a1·e r!esirous that 
Go1·ernment should seize this gi-ain and distribute it. Why is Government so 
unfeeling towai·ds the poor? 

A. It would be vei-y unjust to take away the property of the bunniahs; 
for when they suffer loss by competition in better seasons, it is evident 
that they have no right to compensation from Government. The only 
fair method of procuring supplies is to purchase the grain ;-if an exorbi­
tant price be demanded, those who have the means should encourage the 
bunniahs of other districts to bring in sup11lies, and thus hre:.k up any 
combination that may have been formed. And if the bunniahs of other 
districts will not come, let those who are alive to the distresses of the poor, 
take energetic measures to make purchases elsewhere and distribute the 
grain as it is needed; selling it to those who can pav, and requiring 
useful labor in return from those who have no money. Great good would 
thus be effected and no man having the means, whatever be his rank or 
title, could be degraded by taking part in such a traffic. Let some sensi­
ble plnn be formed and we are sure that Uovernment will cheerfully 
assist it. 

Q. I once heard Pddri Carapiet say th11t God was three persons; and 
I was much su,prised to /1ea1· /iim say this ; for though, according to the cor­
rupted ve1·sion of the InjU, it is so ,et down, I did not tl&i11k the Chrfr,tians 
would ,·eadily avow such a doctrine. That one can be three and that tliree 
can be one, is unintelligible.; and if unintelligible then nobody con betie1:e that 
J'sa Masih (on whom be peace!) is, as the Christians suy, equal with God. 
How do you 6.1!plain this? 

A. If the querist desires to know the truth, he will find no difficulty in 
the doctrine; but if he puts the question merely for the sake of maintain­
ing 11n argument, nothing will convince him. It is onlv to mind~ in a can­
did stnte that religious truth can he conveyed, The an~,;·er is thi8 ;-the Jn. 
jil, as i11 admitted, decliu·es the fact, and the truth of the statement mu,t 
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be ru,certAined by AScertAining whether the lnjll is true. It ie equnllv na 
easy for the querist RS for Muhamnrnd to assert that the Iujll is cur1·11plerl ; 
hut did either Muhammad or any :\fossalman writer ever pro,•e this to he 
the cnse ? now those who make positive assertions should he ahle to prove 
,.-hat they say. Let the l\lussulman fix upon any time as tlrnt in which 
the holy scriptures were c01Tupted, and then prove the corrnption; or tns 
we know that they ha,•e no ,mch proof), let them decide upon a period, a111I 

we will prove that the scriptures were not and could not then l111ve been 
coITupted. Thus deciding the authol'ity of the Injil it follows thnt what 
is therein set fo1·th is true, and that fsa Masslh is God. If it be asked 
how he is God, we know not, any more than we know how God is God. 
There are other methods of demonstrating this doctrine, hut it is suffi. 
cient for us to belie,·e what we have evidence to shew it has been declnred 
by God. It is not for Christians to dispute what He 11ays. 

Q. The Eui·opean Gentlemell say th"t the world is a sphe1·e and that it 
turns or,ce i·ound every day, and in tlte ye"r goes 011ce 1·ou11d the sun. TMs is 
ve,-y strange and appeai·s to me absu,·d; fo1· though the world may be i·ound, "a 
some of our asti·onomers admit; yet of course, if it tumed rnu11d, evei·y thing 
on it would tumble off as the upper side came beneath ; but tMs does not hap. 
pen, a11d the1·efo1·e the system cannot be true. 

A. (After the usual scientific pl'Oofs, the answer might proceed)-None 
but infinite wisdom could have contrived the universe; but it would not have 
been ll'ise to employ a complicated machinery without obtaining the best 
results. If the world do not revolve, thP.n all the universe tumsround it; but 
such an immense movement answers no end that would not be more sim­
ply df~cted by making the earth revolve; and therefore it would be most 
wise to take the latter plan. Besides, by making the earth a fixture, one 
half at least of its surface must have become quite useless. It is a mistake 
to suppose that what is below will fall off; for every thing on the earth is 
attracted towards it~ centre and therefore cannot fall ; and we use the 
terms up and dUtDn with reference to the position we bea1· to that centre. 
The principle of attraction we will more fully explain if the querist desires 
to he informed. There are many other proofa of the theory, of which we 
gi\'e one specimen. By the aid of glasses we find that the planet JUPITER 

has four moons. If the planet revolved round the earth as the centre of 
the system, it would always he equidistant from it; and when we calculate 
the time that its moon;; revoh-e round it, we know precisely when their 
eclipses will take place. But observing one of these moons, for instance, 
"'e are obliged, in our calculations, to make an allowance f01· a difference in 
the time ; which cannot be explllined rationally without admitting a dif­
ference in the distance; and this being caused L,y the greate1, 01· less lapse 
of time that the light of that moon of the planet Jupiter travels the distance 
to us, we are thereliy enaliled also to determine the velocity of light which 
is l 7U,000 miles or 85,000 kos in a second. We explain this matter under 
the supposition that the querist has studied the subject; hut if any points 
require further explanation, when he inquires we shall give ou1· opinion. 

From these specimens it will be seen that I think questions of merely 
immediate interest should he disposed of at once; but those of standing 
importance, though sufficiently answel'ed, should be so treated that fresh 
matter of inquiry shall he presented in each answer. I do not p1·etend 
that the above hurried sketches are hy any means the best answers that 
can be given to the questions; hut they answl!r my purpose; and those 
l\ho like the scheme, may suggest improvements. 

I see nothing to render the plan impracticable ; and, if its utility be RP• 
parent, may I beg your aid in its support. 

Yours, &c. x. 
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IV.-The Old Year. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST. 

[Written at Sea.] 

657 

Here we are gliding over the surface of tlie deep, mysterious 
sea, the wide sprea<ling and vast ocean belting with its watery 
girdle the whole range of the horizon, without either continent 
or island or sl1ip to relieve the eye, ever anxionsly stretching 
and gazing for some settled object on which to rest itB wearied 
sight. The placid and beautiful yet treacherous deep, full 
of hidden, undeveloped wonders, possessing in itself the el~rnents 
of life and death, of calm and storm ; the connecting bond of dis­
tant lands ; the means of emiching and impoverishing the people 
of the eal'th ; the medium of communicating either the horrors 
of war or the blessings of civilization and peace-wondrous 
sea ! well might ihe inspired penman exclaim, that the works 
of God in the great deep were indeed wonderful. 

Within its bosom are things innumerable both small and 
great, and on its surface a moving world. How fit an emblem 
of the past ! how striking a type of the future ! Vast, unfa­
thomable, full of mercy ; and yet in it sleep the elements of aw­
ful punishment; for at the ·bidding of God, the little waves that 
now ripple at our side may be lashed into boisterous an.d de­
structive breakers, "each one a shroud for us:" it is the scene of 
life in all its variety, and yet the burial place of many dead; the 
theatre on which daily mercies are performed, that, alas ! are 
neglected and forgotten as the beautiful and passing wave is 
unheeded by those who witness millions more ! And yet, oh de­
lightful, refreshing thought, thou, mighty sea, art still altogether 
under the control of that God who is ever 

" -- too wise to err, too good to be unkind !" 

Such were our reflection;; as we essayed to voyage at the 
close of the year. Life is a voyage, gentle reader, a voyage of 
alternate calms, pleasurable breezes and boisterous storms ; of 
sunshine and shower, of cold and heat. Life is a voyage ; but the 
end, if we give ourselves up _to the true guidance of the Great 
Captain of our salvation, will be safe; we shall, 

" lVith Chl'ist in the vessel, outride the storm," 

and at last cast our anchor within the vail, amidst the acclama­
tions of assembled myriads who have crossed the treachernus 
path before us. We have past another year of life's short, though 
eventful, voyage. Y'{ e are nearer by oue year than. last, eithtir 
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to the peaceful waters of Canaan. or the ever tempestuous sea of 
a Hades of torment. Oh let us inquire as to our pt·ogress, com­
pan~- arnl present prospects, and how we may hencefor\l·ard 
aYoid the i-:hoals and quicksands, on which we have been in 
d:rngf'r of wrecking in the past, and eschew in the future those 
tracts which ha,·e before endangered our safety aud our happi­
ness. 

Some ofus commenced the ~ear that now draws to its termina,­
tion "·ith b,rnyant fel:"ling-s. Like some majestic vessel, we com­
menced the voyage with flowing canvas, fair and steady breezes, 
and a brilliant sky. All augured well for a prosperous course; 
but ere we had heen long at sea the clouds lowered, the gentle 
zephyr increased to a tearing gale, and the very elements ap­
peared combined for our destruction ; yet we are not forsaken 
nor destroyed ; we are but dismantled ; some of us with 

"Sails rent and seams wide opening," 

possibly, and wait but for a refit to enable us to pursue our way 
with pleasure and with hope. Otl1er8 of our number were at the 
opening of the year as desolate as Selkirk in his shipwrecked lone­
liness. V{ e were stripped of all we held dear ; and though mo­
narchs of all we surveyed, yet we heeded it not, but sighed like 
him for "the land of our friends," for the kingdom nhet·e 

" Our best friends, our kindred dwell, 
Where God our Saviour reigns;" 

yet-uniting too in the beautiful sentiment uttered_ by him so 
submissively-

" Yes, mercy, encouraging thought, 
There's mercy in every place; 
It reconciles man to his lot, 
And gives e'en affliction a grace." 

To drop the metaphor :-we commenced the year with the 
smiles of friends cheering us, with vigorous physical and mental 
health, with both temporal and religious hope bright and inspirit­
iug. But the friends we possessed either sleep in death or have 
withered and gone to other lands; and, our health despoiled, our 
mental activity weakened, our present and future pro,ipects are 
shrouded in mptery and darkness. Or the reverse of this was 
our position: we had but just left the grave of the friend we loved 
most ; our own health was at its very ebb, and our prospects 
both for the present and future but dim and indefinite ; but now 
we live in the midst of unbroken friendships, in free posse~sion of 
health and activity, and our religious feelings and practice such 
a8 Jrive evidence to ourselves and others that we are indeed "of 
God." Whatever bas been our lot, whether our path have been 
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chequerecl by but n, Arnall measure of either snm!hine or shade ; 
or we have centred in our individual per8on8, or in our fami­
lies or connections, let us under all still say, with the afflicted 
patriarch-" The Lord bath given, the Lord hath taken away; 
blei;1sed Le the nnme of the Lord !" 

While thi8 has been a year of trials to some ofus, and to others 
of mel'cies multiplied beyond our hope!'! and deserts-for many 
have experienced nothing but the favour and goodness ofGod­
we can all adopt the language of the Psalmist, both as it regards 
the singular and the general exhibition of divine mercy towards 
us, and say unto him, '' Surely goodness and mercy have follow­
ed us all the days of the year!" 

Thus life, like the ordinary voyage, is fraught with sorrow and 
with joy, with storm and calm ; and all but work for the ultimate 
good of those that are exercised thereby. How many are the 
pleasures of the sea to those that love it ! 

" For who can tell save he whose heart has tried, 
And danced in triumph o'er the waters wide, 
The exulting scene-the pulses madding play, 
That thrills the wanderer of that trackless way, 
* .. * "Jf- .. .. 

And turn what seems but danger to delight!" 

This language is applicable to the truly good, in their passage 
to the land of rest. The storms, the dangers, not less than the 
pleasant ports, of the passage excite their noblest energies and 
iuduce in them the most acute pleasure. Have we experienced 
these delights? Oh let us be stirred to gratitude to the God of 
our life! 

All voyaging involves watchfulness. The seaman needs to 
watch against approaching storms, the attacks of pirates, dan­
gers of fire, and the mutinies of the crew. This is essential to 
his peace and safety. Nor is it less the duty of every Christian 
to watch against the inroads of the world, the assaults of Satan, 
the danger of intestine war, and, in fact, against the combined 
effo1·ts of all his spiritual foes. Carelessness is the harbin(J'er of 
disorder and death to his religious peace and hope. Ha~e we 
so watched as to preserve our peace unimpaired, our joys undi­
minished, our conscience void of offence, and our communion 
with God elevated and pure ? 

Watchfulness involves 1·esponsibility. The commander has 
confided to his care the lives and property of others ; he feels 
that he is a steward amenable to his principal fo1· his conduct. 
So is the servant of Christ, His stewa1·d until He come. He has 
talents, time, property, and the truth of God all confided to his 
cal'e, How have these been improved? How shall we answer for 

4 p ~ 



660 The Old rear. 

tl1em in tl1e day of His account? VVhat has been our expendi­
ture. what t.he tenor of om· conYersation. the train of our think­
ing. the general order of our temper, tlte course of onr lives? 
Oh ! in the light of His countenance before whom om· whole life 
appenrs undisguised, let us examine and answer. 

Many die on ihe ,·oyage, many from every class, and in nil 
climes. This has heen a year of death. The crown has been 
taken from the migl1ty, and the king sleeps in the tomb of his 
fathers. The wise have been arrested in the seat of justice. 
'l'he man of healing has found his recipes ineffectual to preserve 
himself from death; while thousands of the poor and humble have 
been borne to their earthy bed, aud now sleep in deatl1. How 
strongly do such things indicate the line of duty which we should 
pur,me ! n·arning us to be anxious about the salvation of our own 
souls and the souls of others, :md "wl1atsoever our hands find to 
<lo, to do it with our might !'' Every voyage has its termination ; 
and so will ours. The years will cease to roll and the eternal 
clay will at length rise upon us, and bring us into the presence 
of God, n-here, if secure of being graciously received of Him 
through the faith and love of his Son, and sanctified by hi~ 
Spirit, we shall cease to labour and toil, to watch and be anxi­
ous; but where, in calm and bliss profound, we shall be for ever 
retracing the way which we have tracked across the ocean of life, 
Bftonished at our hair-breadth escapes, the mighty deliverances 
that ha.e been accomplished for us, and the opportune blessings 
tLat have been conferred upon us. Until then let it be our busi- ' 
ness to improve not only the years as they pass, but the months 
and weeks and days and hours, and even the moments of life • 
that " being wise and understanding these things, we may also 
under.5tand the loving kindness of the Lord." Gentle Reader, 
pause for a while at the close of the year, and consider in order 
" all the way in which the Lord bath led you, that he might 
pro-ve, and try you," and see what there is in you; and pray tnat 
he may continue to expel the evil and lead you in future in paths 
of righteousness only, for his name's sake ! Yes, pray-

" Guide me, 0 thou Great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim to yon heavenly land ; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
Keep me with thy powerful hand ; 

Bread of Heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more !" 
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V.-Tlte Edinburgh Review, and Evangelical Preaching. 
[Continued from p. 415.) 

Having nlre1uly shown that the Reviewer is unacquainted with hi11 
Bible, with Ecclesiastical History, with the standards of the British 
Churches, and with the writinge of Evangelical divines, and therefore 
incompetent either to understand or to appreciate their doctrines, we now 
turn in very weariness, to his remarks on Evangelical preach in~. 

1t' is characterized by him, "es the reverse of pmctical*." He gravely 
and sel'iously asserts, that it holds forth the Deity as a gloomy tyrant, leads 
men to suppose that moral good is not essentially better than moral evil, 
nor more wo1·thy of the choice of rational bein~s, and consists in systema­
tic arrangements of articles of faith, in building up and pulling down 
paradoxes, elaborating truisms, solving imaginary difficulties, removing 
fears which nobody ever felt, warning against dangers which nobody ever 
fell into, fitting of allego1·ies, discoveries of hidden meanings, and new 
applications of textst. This severity of censure is relieved by the follow. 
ing delectable specimen of pleasantry; "And this is spiritual preaching ! 
truly if we take spiritual as opposed in meaning to substantial or solid, 
such instruction is spiritual indeed. And we have spiritual preachers 
wonderincr at the immorality of their flocks, wondering, namely, that 
they can~ot gather figs of thorns, or grapes of thistles !" p. 4.46. It is 
unnecessary to discriminate between the trne, the plausible, and the false 
in his other remarks on this subject, as they are thus su111med up by him­
self: 

"From the review we have now taken of 'Evangelical preaching, it will easily ap­
pear that its genel'al tendency is to elevate matters of opinion above matters of con­
duct: to nourish superstitious ideas of sensible supernatural in6uences and commu­
nications; and to place religion more in the performance of ordinances of worship 
than in the regulation of the heart and conduct :-to promote, in short, the abuses, 
instead of the uses of religion,-those abuses into which human folly, and human 
wickedoess, have ever been most apt to rnn, and which it hag al way! been among the 
chief objects of men of real sense and piety to counteract." P. 451. 

Conscious, however, that the common sense of his readers would revolt 
against such an outrageous caricature, the Reviewer tells us, in a note, 
that "Evangelical preachers do not always preach Evangelical or spiritual 
1ermons ;"-that is, such of their sermons as do not agree with his description 
are not to be held Evangelical ! If indeed that preaching, the tendency of 
which is to promote the abuses of reli~on and to counteract the chief 
objects of men of real sense and piety, be Evangelical preaching, it deserves 
the severest reprobation; but if, on the other hand, Evangelical preach­
ing be the preaching of Evangelical doctrines by Evangelical men, we pity 
the man who thus foully and ignorantly misrepresents it. If the judicious 
Hooker, the philosophical and heavenly-minded Leighton, the intellectual 
and deep-searching Edwal'(ls, were not men of real sense and piety, where 
shall we look for such? These three, with a thousand others in England, 
Scotland, and America, preached Evangelical sermons; and if, amongst 
those who now follow them as they followed Christ and his Apostles, 
there be none who reach their stature, and many who preach Christ in 
weakness, that is just such an objection to Evangelical preaching as are 
the mistakes of some half.learne1l expounder, to the truth of the Newtonian 
philosol'hy. No orthodoxy of creed will prevent weak men from saying 
weak things: and the Evangelical party neither lay claim to inspiration, 
nor assert thut a little miutl, howeve1· well meaning, shall comprehend the 
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leng-th nnd the breadth, the height nnd the depth of those things which 
• the angels ,lesirf to look into." It may be, since he snys so, that the 
Rel"irwer has heard from the pulpit the l'a~h and foolish statements which 
he condemn~; hut if he were so unfortunate, (for he must excuse ou1· 
rlouhting the faithfulness and precision of his l'ecollections) it Rl'gues 
equal "ant of chal'ity and logic to impute to a pr,rty, on such anonymous 
~uthority, opinions and pr,.ctices, which, hoth in word and writing, they 
lun·e e1·e1· unanimously and indignantly disclaimed. 

But that the Christian preacher may he at no loss in his vocation, the 
following pattern is held forth to him: He should strive "to excite feel­
ings of ~:ratitude towards the Deity, hy the dis11lay of his innumernble acts 
of h~nernlence towards us and all living creatures, in the frame of our 
b,,dics and minds and in the pro,.isions made for our sustenance nod 
gr;itification, in the constitution of the external world; sentiments of 
re,·erence, br pointing to the wisdom and power so strikingly exhibited 
i11 e,·er)· thing we bel,old around us.'' He should convince men of the 
r~"sonablene~s of the di1·ine commands hy shO\ving that obedience would 
m;;ke them happy, independently of such consequences as Heaven or 
Hell. '· in,at," he continues-

" What can passibly be a more imperious duty on a Christian minister, th!ln that 
of descrii>iug tile -rarious insidions forms in which temptation presents itself-of ex­
posin!? the pretexts under which men reconcile themselves to breaches of the laws of 
morality-of sho,dn!? the hollo,.-ness of the enjoyments which vice yields, nnd the 
miseries it cntaib-of smoothing the path to virtue by reducing apparent difficulties 
to their real size, "nd hy pointing out the aids to be employed, and the encourage­
ments to be found in following a ,·irtuous course?" P. 445. 

H c "hose difficulties in embr:.cing a religious life are how to brave ridicule, how 
to forshke ,·icious ha1Jits, bow to combat infidel arguments, how to break from 
worldly entanglements, shall be left without encouragements, help, or direction; 
but shouhJ any one chance to find himself obstructed by suspicions as to how far 
G;,J', ,·eracity may be safely trnsted, or bow far Christ is in all points rightly qua­
lified, or fully empowered, or sufficiently disposed to be a Saviour (or any other such 
likely or reasonable scruples) he shall have ample testimonials produced for his satis­
faction." P. U6. 

~ow, he triumphantly asks, "who ever hears instruction on tftose topics 
from an Ernngelical pulpit?" When Augustine abandoned his beloved 
(;ii,ero for gra,·er and more congenial studies, he exclaimed, "Hoe solo 
in me tanlaflagraritia refrigel,at, quod nomen Christi non erat ibi." Confess. 
Lib. 3, Cap. 4. But how much greater a chill does it strike into _the 
heart, to filHI in tltu pattern of Christian preaching not one word of Christ ! 
Confuciu;;, Zoroaster, Menu, Socrates, Antonine, Seneca and Mahomet 
were all of them Christian preachers, if tlti1 be all that Christian preai:h­
ing includeR. But when our Lord and Saviour himself wished to excite 
feelings of love and gratitude towards God, it was by declaring that "God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
belie,.eth on him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world to' condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might he saved." John iii. 16. And so Paul, his 
Apostle; "But G11d ro11,mendetli Ttia love towllrd us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." Rom. v. 8. 

When the multitude8 came unto Jesus, saying, "What shall we do, that 
we might work the works of God?" his answer was, " This is the wo1·k 
of God, that ye helie,,e on him wliom he hath sent." John vi. 29. When 
the j~iler came unto Paul aud Silas, their answer was pl'eciselr, the sam~, 
"Behe,•e on the Lord Jesus C:hri,;t, and thou shalt be saved! But tlus 
'one thi-ng needful' finds no place among the many things about which the 
Revie .. er"s preacht'r i;hould l.,e careful and tl'oubled. It is true that 
ceri.ain l:;vangelical preachers do not give sufficient prominence to a holy 
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life Rnd conversation, nnd neglect, to an unjustifiable extent, ,lne enforce­
ment of our socio! and relntive duties; though this is not true of the IH,dy, 
hy the Reviewer's own admis~ion when he says (in the note at th•· foot of 
p. 44,6) that they neutralize the effect of really good and profi:ahle rii•­
coursee, according to his own pattern, by preaching on the truth of Gori',. 
promieee, our neerl and the sufficieney of Christ 11s a Saviour, anti tloe ne­
cessity of faith, and prayer, and regeneration hy the Spirit of God. Never­
theleee he is right in the main: morality anrl the doctrines of natural re­
ligion holcl a subordinate place in Evangelical preaching: its chief suhject 
is "Jesus ChriEt and Him crucified." Even from the beginning, the prl'ach­
ing of the cross was foolishness to the wise ones of this world; yet Paul, 
a preacher whom all others would do well to follow, GLORIED in it, Gal. vi. 
14, and" determined not to know any thing :tmong his hearers, save Jesus 
Christ 11nd Him crucified," I Cor. ii. 2; of which passll/l'e Calvin ,veil says, 
"Pulcher locu,, unde intelligimus et quid docere debeant fideles ministri, et 
quid nobis discendum est tota vita, et pi·(E quo nihil non pro stercore habendum." 
This is the cardinal doctrine of an evangelical ministry. as it i• the car,li­
nal doctrine of the Christian religion: and they who hold it forth to pe­
rishing sinners, need have little fear of raising it too high, or of holding it 
up too long. For a true portrait of Evangelical preaching, we refer the 
reader to Evangelical works; or, as Bolton happens to be on our tahle, we 
shall let, him speak for his brethren, in the following quaint, but faithful 
summary of a Christian walk and conversation : 

" If thou hast respect only to the commandments of the first table, and outward 
performance of religious services, but neglectest duties of the second, and con­
scientious can-iage to thy brethren, thou art but a Pharisee and formal professor. 
If thou denlest justly with thy neighbour, and yet art a stranger to the mystery of 
godliness, canst not pray, nor sanctify the Lord's day, nor submit to a •incere and 
searcl1ing ministry, which the first table enjoins, thou art but a mere moral man. 
If thou put on a flourish and outward face only of obedience and conformity to both, 
nnd yet be true-hearted in neither, as were the Pharisees, thou art but a gross hypo­
cl'ite. Bear thyself holy towards God, honestly towards man, and true-heartedly 
towards both, or thou art nothing in Christ's kingdom, but still in the gall of bitter­
ness and bond of iniquity." Comfortagle ,oalking with God, p. 21. 

In fine, Evangelical preaching cannot he theoretically ,.-ronl?', so long as, 
br Christ's own appointment, it preaches mainly the cross: fur it is only 
by holding forth unto men a Saviour crucified for their sins, that they are 
drawn unto him, John xii. 32; and from love spring search after the slight­
est intimation of his will, and rejoicing obedience. It cannot be pi-actically 
wrong, for it is notoriously, the most successful : on this point the e,·asions 
of the Reviewer are so extraordinary, that we shall enumerate them for 
the edification of our readers. At p. 446, he asserts that an Evangelical 
ministry is particularly unprofitable, and that to look for morality among 
their flocks is to look for figs on thorns, or grnpes on thistles ! In the se­
cond place, p. 451, he meets a reference to the exemplary condt1ct of the 
supporters of the Evangelical party, by saring "we admit the .fi,ct !" 

In the third place, he will not allow the fi.ict to be of any service to the 
Evangelical pa1·ty; for he declares, '"we cannot allow of even good results 
being brought about hy false representations of religion." 

In the fottrth place, he endeavours to account for the fi.1ct in the follon·_ 
ing charitable nnd argumentative method;" We believe, however, that their 
becoming, pt·actical, conduct has generally arisen, not from the opinions in 
question ( so far as these opinions are peculim·), but in spite of them;" ( the 
italics a1·e ours;) and the whole subject is summed up in the following 
sentence ; " We regard evangelical opinions, then, as having sprung on t of 
an increase of religious feeling rnther than as having produced it; and an 
attention to facts will, if we mistake not, confirm this judgment,' • p. "52. 
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Thus then: 11fter having, fol' 24. p11ges employed 1111 the Artillery of nrgu­
ment. invecth·e, irony, scorn and wit, 11gainst the unfortunate Evnngelical 
~ystPm. the result is, according to his own showing, Either that Evangelical 
opinion.v produce the mo.fl pious men, or else that tlie most pious men embrace 
t'f.,•mgefic,,I opinion~. 0 most lame and impotent conclusion! May he not 
aftn all ht' a fril'nd in disguise? 

'''e trust thAt the E,·angelical party will continue to hold, as they have 
e,·er hl'ld, thl' great doctrines of man's depravity antl natural corruption, of 
regPneration hy the Spirit of God, and justification by faith alone; and to 
preach, as they have ever preached, Christianity, l'athe1· than Natural Reli­
gion. When the British churches shut their pulpits against these truths, 
th<'y must shnt their Bibles, and their standa!'ds also : hut, like the disci­
ples of old. if they are driven out of one city, they will flee into another; 
and, while the teeming myriads of the earth 1·ush on from birth into eter­
nity, these truths shall gather from among them a goodly po1·tion for 
the upper sanctuary. 

\Ve ha,·e left but little space for the Reviewer's remarks on the minor 
peculiarities of the Evangelical party. He knows so ve1·y little about them 
that he notices only one or two of thei1· faults ; aml these al'e far from 
being the most gross and offensive. There is niuch good sense in the 
following observations. 

"By drawing the line that separates religion and irreligion too far on the side of 
the former, they place a great many persons beyond the pale, who, though near the 
boundary, might have been kept within it, and gradually engaged in a course of im­
pro,·emeot; bot who, once excluded, "'ill proceed to throw off all restraint. It can 
never be too earnestly kept in view, that every difficulty we add to religi!m, is a per­
EUasive to irreliginn. Next, if religious persons refuse to countenance what are gene. 
rail, reckoned innocent amnsements, these amusements will not be therefore abstained 
from ; bnt being thus left entirely in the hands of the worthless, will acquire a dan­
gerous character from which they might otherwise have been kept free. It is a 
gre><t error to suppose, that whatever is not relished by a man of confirmed religious 
feeling, is wrong and ought to be prohibited. You will not make a child love Greek 
and mathematics by taking away his tops and balls. But as he comes to relish those, 
these will be forsaken. Increase just religiqus feeling, and leave frivolous unprofit­
able amusement, to the fate that may befall them in consequence; but do not ima­
gine that you will promote religion by prohibiting them." P.451, 

But there are peculiarities among the Evangelical pal'ty which do far 
more harm than these. There is a large class at home, who give them­
seh·es up to a talking religion. They gather round some popular minister, 
and the more readily if he has been led or driven into extreme views ; 
he then becomes ' a dear man,' and dissent from his opinions is undoubted 
heresy. Women, and especially young women, discuss fluently, and de­
cide without hesitation, the most abstruse questions in theology. They 
have a language of their own, intelligible only to the initiated ; not to 
understand it, or not to adopt it, ranks you at once with the ungodly ! 
But thio is not all ;-a bonnet differing from the orthodox pattern, a pink 
ribl,on instead of a brown one, a ring on the finger, a good hat, or a 
we11-made coat provokes an ominous silence, or a shake of the head 
more significant than Lord Burleigh's. At present, temperance i11 
the rage. A bottle of brandy in the house, a glass of wine or beer on the 
table, do all but unchristianize a family :-nay, we have seen more than 
one individual looking in stern reprobation on the sinful indulgence of 
sipping a cup of tea. \Ve could mention much more of II like nature ; 
but we shall reserve it for a separate paper. Now, though we rejoice in 
the evidence that there is a serious antl conscientious spirit alive in So­
ciety, we do not rejoice in its diseased manifestati.onR. These things may 
be tritie11 in themselves, and those who hold them might lie left iu quil:lt 
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posseeeion of their hobhies ; but they are most serious in their conse­
quences. They scatter strife and contention, anger and uncharitableness, 
in the very best portion of society, and they esh·ange goo1l men from each 
other: for too generally, the advocates of these and other new or unusual 
end extreme opinions, make no allowance for di/Ference of judgment, and 
bold their dogmas as the test and touchitone of real living piety. But we 
will not be tempted to enter further on this fertile subject, at present. 

J t is pity that the reviewer cannot even let well alone, but seems to 
linve a pleasure in neutralizing and weakening the effect of bis own state­
ments, What can be more preposterous than to blame the Evangelical 
party for stricte1· observance of the Sabbath, abstinence from many amuse­
ments, and activity in promoting Missions, Tract, and Bible Societies, and 
the like ? What more absurd than to class these with the penances and 
pilgl'images of the Roman Catholics ? Long may they be distinguished 
by such truly noble and Christian practices ; for these are the fruits 
which avouch them to be " the salt of the earth." Jn spite of individual 
cases of weakness and enthusiasm, in spite of the faults and follies which 
are to be found amongst them, and which, on earth, are inseparable from 
humanity, they hold forth the word of God which is able to make men wise 
unto salvation, in all its purity, and adorn the gospel by their lives and 
conversation. They have had men among them, who may take place with 
the giants of literature ; they have had men who were grossly ignoranl 
and uninformed ; but the very least of them, who throws in his mite into 
the treasury, from the love of God and his fellow-creatures, and who does 
what he can, out of a true-hearted regard to his brethren, is worth scores of 
the modern fry of littemteurs, who, from the paltry motive of exhibiting a 
fancied superiority, fling abroad fire-brands without thinking of the result, 
and spread desolation and misery through society, by throwing doubt on 
every thing good and holy. Little and worthless must their souls be, 
however high their acquirements, who, in an era like the present, dare to 
tamper with the sacredness of religion, from other than the strongest and 
most painful conviction of its utter falsehood-a conviction, to which it is 
impossible that any honest inquiring mind, after studying its credentials, 
can eve1· come. CHRISTIANITY is the consolation, the support, the crowning 
glory of humanity ; and we would say, in the words of Tertullian, to every 
one who attempts to vilify or degrade it : " Paree unictB spei totiu.s orbilt, 
0 tu qui destrui, neces,arium decu, fidei." Spare, I pray thee, the only 
hope of the whole world, 0 thou who destroyHt the necessary glol'y of 
our faith! 

l\1. 

VI.-Sho,·t Notes on Jlloorshedabad and Berhampore. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

Learning, on my return to Calcutta after a few months' resi­
dence at Berhampore, that short notices of Mofussil stations, 
derived from personal observation, are deemed eligible for your 
pages, I beg to off'e1· the followiug to your acceptance. 

With the statistics ofBerhampore aud.Moorshedabad I am but 
imperfectly acquainted; besides, these may readily be gathered 
from other sources. I give you merely wy own impressions and 

VI. 4 Q 
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1he results of actual observation in 1·egard, chiefly, to the pro­
gress of geueral ed11cation and true religion, in that distl'ict. 

The only institutions for educatioual pmposes are the Nizamat 
College at Moorshedabad, aud the Mission School at Berhampore. 
The former, al', its name import!!, is essentially and primarily 
an establishment for the education of the youth of the Nawab's 
family in its largest extent, and was, wi~h the entirn concerns, 
political and domestic, of that family, under the direction of the 
Go,ernor General's Agent. It has lattel'ly however been placed 
uuder the control of the Education Committee in Calcutta, 
aided by a corresponding local Committee, for the details of its 
conduct. By the last quarterly return there were 84 pupils in 
generally regular attendance. These include the Sahib-zadas, 
or the young scions of the _aristocracy of Moorshedabad, the 
hopeful "cousins," in all degrees of remove, of the Nawab, who 
constitute the majority of the eleves of the institution, and whose 
benefit it chiefly contemplates. They are, as might be expect­
ed, the most irregular in attendance, not having the stimulus 
arising from a necessity of acquiring the requisite qualifica­
tions for future employment., which urges the voltmta1·y scho­
lars to a more constant and diligent application. Here as every 
where else, indeed, we see the immeasurable superiority of the 
Voluntary Principle, whether operating on boys or men, in Eu­
rope or in Asia, in reference to knowledge or religion, art or 
science, lo~e or morals. Boys, any more than men, are not easily 
dri.en; bat, like these, may be effectually allured when a. suf­
ficiently powerful motive is applied to and acts, without con­
straint, upon the reasoning powers or affections of the mind. 

These youths present a motley appearance of mingled taw­
driness and slo,enliness. Gauze robes, contrasted with flaming 
shawls and tinsel slippers, please less even than they might, on 
persons whose listless looks and almost irreclaimable indolence, 
Eelf-conceit and air of fancied superiority awaken only pity, if 
not contempt. The dii:gusting red juice of the betel and its co­
ingredients, with which every lip is so nauseously Lesmeared, and 
the flying hair escaping from the diminutive skull-cap, by no means 
add to the luxury of the spectacle; and although there are, howe­
nr, i,;ome tolerably sprightly lads among the Sahib-za.das, it is 
yet strikingly remarkable, as far as I have had room for observa­
tion, how far more alert, generally, are the Hindu youths, as well 
as more solicitous to improve and ready of comprehension, than 
the more respectable Maliommedan boy!'l. The zenauah is to 
these, a Lad preparatory school. The religious system itself un­
der which they are brought up, lays even a worse foundation for 
the cultivation of the active powers, ancl elicits less of the better 
movements of the natural wind, than the grosser faith of the 
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former. They are more slothful than their compeers, the Hindu 
alumni ; in an ill-suppressed disdain of whom, too, the pride 
of birth shews itself at every turn. I seriously question, were 
it made optional to attend, whether half-a-dozen of them would 
be found in their places, one week after the concession. Their at­
tendance, as was said, is irregular; partly from the foolish indul­
gence given to fancied complaints and childish prayers by their 
inane secluded mothers, &c.; partly from the pernicious fre­
quency of religious festivals and domestic fete;i; partly too, from 
the etiquette of vi1,1itings and other idle interniptions to regular 
study. The continued and more decisive requisition of the 
active agency in the local Committee, resting, it is presumed, 
chiefly with the Governor General's Agent after all, might how­
ever, and no doubt will now, gradually improve upon this state 
of things. The influence of that functionary is necessarily great, 
as in him is placed the entire control of the whole (shall we say 
royal ?) family and its concerns. The individual who now 
sustains the office is a gentleman of good family himself, and 
posses11ing a. cultivated mind, well read, and I believe zealously 
anxious to use his powers advantageously for those whom they 
affect. 1t may be questioned however whether they are, in fact, 
always so employed. The instructors are, in the English depart­
ment, a. head master, Mr. A.Jones; and a second, Mr.J. Bolton. 
The former a young Englishman, the son of a clergyman formerly 
a Chaplain on the St. Helena establishment, and a married man, 
of very respectable talent and education, and I sincerely believe 
most anxious for the improvement of his pupils; the latter was 
educated at Bishop's College, and has joined since I left, so 
that I had no opportunity of seeing him ; but I learn that he 
gives excellent promise of adding materially to the efficiency of 
the institution. There is a third master, an East Indian; 
but the salary afforded cannot be considered adequate to the 
securing of any very able qualifications, which would always 
meet a better market. There is a Hakim or native doctor to 
the institution, a respectable young man I believe, who received 
his medical instruction from the late talented Dr. J. Tytler, 
and who sustains the additional office of tutor to the Bengali 
class. This branch requi1·es a thorough reform, to render it of 
nmch importance. The head teacher in the Persian depart­
ment is a sp1·ightly, intelligent, and I dare say qualified indivi­
dual, on whose vigilance must depencl the whole efficieucy of 
those under him. 

The studies are Persian and Arabic, Hiudustaui and Bengali, 
English, (including grammar and composition,) geography and 
the use of the globes, with, of course, writing and a1·ithmetie. 

4 Q Q 
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The Sahib-zadashave generally little valuefor English; Persian 
is their farnrite. In this respect they present a striking contriu1t 
to the Bengalis who err in the other direction, and misrhievously 
neglect their own language in the diligent pursuit of the all-at­
tractfre English. 

I attended the college repeatedly during my four months' stay 
in the neighbourhood, and frequently and most closely examinetl 
the classes in the English, Bengali, general and scientific divi­
sions. The progress made is perhaps as great as could be ex­
pected, under all circumstances ; the addition of a second mas­
ter. and the assiduous exertions of the senior in introducing va­
rious improvements into the mode of teaching the classes, in con­
junction with the encouragement of public examinations and 
the distribution of suitable prizes for real proficiency, will no 
doubt, ere another year passes by, place this establishment on a 
footing of much greater efficiency. 

I should attach very great importance to the frequent visits of 
the gentlemen comprising the local committee, and of the Gover­
nor General's Agent in particular; it would give au increased im­
porta1,ce and value to the course of study, in the opinion of the 
pupils, their parents, and of the native population generally, of 
the Mahommedan portion especially; it would encourage and 
strengthen the bands of the masters and fortify their autho1·ity; 
it would tend greatly to expedite the obtaining of the necessary 
snpplies of books, &c. and of itself, independently of a direct ex­
ertion of the right to enjoin, would naturally ·induce a fuller and 
more uninterrupted attendance. Nothing so much retards the 
improT'ement, not only of the absenting individuals themselves, 
but of the pupils of a 5chool generally, as the frequent breaks and 
interruptions so occasioned to the course of instruction. The 
classes are ever going backward instead of advancing, and the 
forward and regular boy is unjustly kept back in compliment to 
the indolent and indifferent. No master can then do justice to 
bis powers, or give effect to the best laid plans and wisest 
system of education. 

The number of useless attendants that accompany the Sahib­
zadas and choke the passages, &c. occasions much noise and con­
fusion, and ought not to be allowed. 

Another disadvantage I observed is the want of suitable 
booke. Thus, Marshman's" Brief Survey of History," was used 
as a first exercise in translating from English into Bengali ! As 
well might one put Tacitue into a tyro's hand for his first essay 
in rendering Latin into English ! The small volume, published 
I believe by the same worthy, talented and enterprizing indivi­
dual; from the Serampore Press, entitled if I recollect right "Ex­
amples of virtue and vice, &c." in Bengali and opposite English, 
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would be a far better book, both as the English is so much ea!li­
e1·, and as it might be gone over in the following way-

First, read and parse each lese1on in Engli,.h regnlarly, till tho-­
roughly understood; then mark the corresponding Bengali ver­
sion, passage by passage, parsing and completely analysing that 
also ; next require from the pnpils their own bona.fade separate 
translations, which should, lastly, he compared with the printed· 
one and the differences, mistake!;!, &c. pointed out. But to adopt 
this plan or indeed any other successfolly, there must be obtnined 
first, a concise Bengali and English Grammar, and secondly an 
assistant teacher qualified in that language. The same or a simi­
lar plan with the Hindusta.ni, would soon tell on the improve­
ment of the boys. 

In addition to the College duties, the head master, Mr. Jones, 
has gathered a subsidiary school at a small distance near his 
own residence at La.lba.gh, in which one of the first class youths 
teaches a dozen or more of secondary pupils. This attempt to 
prepare a future supply of students for the College, originated 
in the zeal of Mr. J, and deserves every encouragement. There 
he aims to attend particularly to laying the foundation of the first 
acquirements conectly, and especially to the ensuring of a cor­
rect pronunciation ; that at the College being far otherwi;ie, in 
most instances, from want of care at the out;iet. Of cour,ie, the 
want of that large intercourse which young lads in Calcutta 
enjoy, is against the youths of Moorshedabad. Here, too, the 
tedious abecedarian fatigue and loss of time to the College 
teachers will be spared, and the pupils when drafted from into 
the upper school, may be put at once to higher studies. 

Tbe 1 st class of the College pupils have gone nearly through 
Marshman's Brief Survey of History No. I. In Geography they 
have advanced as far as" America." As an exercise in trans­
latinn, the Hindu boys have commenced turning the version 
of Robinson's Grammar of History back into English, as the 
Hindusta.ni lads are doing with Captain Paton's Astronomy. 
Arithmetic, pa1·sing, recitation, &c. also form parts of the studies 
of this class. The !end class is similarly employed in the earlier 
stages of reading, translating, &c. 

There has been much difference of opinion, here as elsewhere, 
on one great point; those of the old school advocating the entire 
exclusion of all religious instruction, on the stale pretext of non­
interference, &c. So far is this carried in the N iza.mat College, 
that certain books sent by the Calcutta School Book Society, not 
assuredly likely to contain any over-doses of Christian morals, 
and not a g1·ain of Christian truth, were positively rejected 
because they contained the name of Jesus Christ in some places, 
and spoke of him as" our Saviour,"&c. ! ! ! When will this absurd 
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and ungodly cant (for it is no better) cease from the mouths 
of Christians ? a cant at which common sense stands abashed, 
religion shudders, and infidelity chuckles with undisguised and 
undisguisable satisfaction, l\·hile Heathens and Mahommedans 
of enry class despise and laugh at us. 

The desire for a knowledge of English is rapidly operating 
even in this dark locality : a proof of this is clearly furnished by 
the fact that while the Pe1·sian class must be bribed, the E11glish 
are -rolunteers. A noxious species of jagheer system, as it has 
been called, which, as to the English department, has been happi­
ly abolished altogether, has been re-established as an inducement 
to the study of Persian, now at the death gasp and so soon to 
give up the ghost. Such is the tenacity with which they of 
the old school, othe1·wise of good sense, cling to the usages of 
other days ! Some lads actually get six: rupees a month as a 
1·ewa.rd for learuing Persian! 

The College is supported by an assignment from the Nizamat 
funds; and this is positively the only portion of them that is 
employed, within the family for any purpose beyond animal 
existence and silly pageantry or superstitious observances, or 
u·ithout it for any purpose whatever ! With such an amount 
as some 16 lakhs a year, if recollection serves me, drawn from 
the sweat and labour of the poor wretched rayats, it were surely 
not too much to expect that something should be returned to 
them in works and establishments of public utility : yet the fact 
is as stated. 

A building for the College is soon to be el'ected, in the 
neighbourhood of the new palace. The plan has been_ pre­
pared and I understand approved ; the only hesitation is 
about the site. It ought certainly to be, as local opinion 
inclines to fix it, on the banks of the rive1·, both for ap­
pearance and regard to health. The excessive accumulations 
of filth and garbage within the city, the closeness of the native 
habitations, and the narrowness of the streets, would render 
any other situation equally undesirable and insalubrious, to the 
Eti'ropean teachers and their families especially, all of whom 
are to reside on the College premises when completed. 

While on this bead I cannot forbear remarking how discre­
ditable it is to all the parties concerned that the city of Moor­
shedabad should be in so disgracefully filthy a condition. I 
have, on wet days, not driven but waded through worse than 
what in Liverpool, in days of yore, we used to call ' corporation 
beds,' vast aggregations of mire and garbage of all deseriptions, 
which in dry weather compose hillocks that endanger an upset 
at every few yards, with only the alternate pleasing inte1·ventiou 
of deep holes whose gulfs threaten, if not to swallow you up, at 
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least to cast you over into their cleanly bosoms, and leave yoo 
minus a buggy spring into the bargain ; no joke where a repair 
could not be made nearer than Calcutta. 

The city is fast depopulating; every where you see dilapidated 
houses, once respectable, whose owners have removed to Delhi 
or other suitable refuge. The moral atmosphere of the Moorshe­
dabad Court is not either more odorous or wholesome than its 
physical one as a city; and it reflects small credit on the re!-1pon­
sible authorities that so little care was taken to open the mind 
and form the character of the reigning N awa.b when a youth, and 
to give him a. taste for nobler pursuits and enjoyments than the 
indulgence of the sensual appetites can afford. It is melancholy 
to think how vastly different an aspect this once metropolitan ci­
ty would have presented, had its proprietor acquired a taste for 
improving its external appearance, or a desire for ameliorating 
the condition of its population,-a taste and a desire which only 
education could have given and a cultivated mind enjoyed to 
exercise. As it is, in part indeed but not wholly, owing to other 
circumstances of a political nature, and not confined to this lo­
cality but affecting the country in general, the depressed con­
dition of the population is most appalling. Instead of the large 
income of the Niza.mat circulating in the healthy encourage­
ment of trade, and art, and institutions of learning, medicine, 
&c., it is either uselessly hoarded or worse than wasted in idle 
shews, extravagant entertainments, senseless fireworks or vicious 
indulgences, and in the most ridiculous accumulations of every 
variety of toy, and gewgaw, and fancy article that the most 
wanton cupidity could desire. 

The new palace would be an ornament to any country. It 
is a truly beautiful and magnificent building, and does infinite 
c1·edit to the taste and architectural skill of Col. Macleod, who 
planned and chiefly superintended its erection, ably seconded by 
Lt. Cunningham of the Engineers. Nothing can exceed the 
chaste lightness and delicate proportions, in particular, of the 
Corinthian pillars which support the great hall ; indeed the pro­
portions throughout arrested my surprized and pleased attention 
at the first glance. It will be a truly royal palace when com­
pleted ; but the contrast with the surrounding poverty and 
squalidness and filth, is too strong and sudden not to excite 
a deep feeling of pain in the mind of the beholder; oue heartily 
regrets it should not be tenanted by a wise, beneficent and 
good prince, exerting a healthy and wide influence over the 
domestic and moral welfare of his subjects and depe11<lants. 
T am not in possession of the admeasnrements. So much for 
the college a.nd the courts ! 
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The onl~· Missionary or ratl1er assistant Missionary, resident in 
MoorsLedabad, is Mr. Cussons of the London Missionary Society. 
:Mr. C. is_an admirable Hindusta.ni preacher, has g1·eat fluency, 
i:pe;1ks with much correctness, and, what is of rare acquisition by 
Europeans (Mr. C. is an East Indian), with an intonation abso­
lutely native. The senior Missionary from Berhampore (M1·. M. 
Hill) spe11ds one day in every week in this city. M1·. Cussons 
with his nafo·e assistant, or catechist, is employed daily in 
the rnrions laboms of preaching and conversing with inquire1·s, 
distributing tracts, &c. 

Mr. C. also is a great, though secret, benefactor in another way, 
h~ving s?me ~nowledge of medicine, and a large acquaintance 
mth native s1mples, as well as of drugs &c. generally. His 
stock of both European and country medicines, the latter of 
which he prepares him~elf, is very extensive and the natives 
high and low flock to him from every quarter. Re distributes his 
ad,ice and his doses 9ratis to all comers, exacting nothing even 
from the wealthy, who scruple not to avail themselves of his skill 
and liberality, but, with characteristic meanness, rarely indeed 
feel a g-rateful impulse sufficient to induce the offer of the smallest 
_l!t"atuity ! This benevolent man, out of a very small salary of, 
I belie,e, not more than 100 rupees a month (and he is a married 
man too), yet contrives, with only some small occasional aid 
from a liberal individual ( which however he never solicits.) to keep 
up his stock of medicines, thusdoubly a physician to the body and 
the soul too : an instance of zeal and disinterestedness the more 
engaging as it is unpublished and practised strictly in secrecy. 
For my own part; I never heard of it till I went thither, (as I went 
every where for information) and by questioning only learned 
the particulars. My own mite (mite as it was) was thank­
fully received. I tried to procure a small monthly or yearly 
allowance for medicines, thus distributed among the native 
population of the city and neighbourhood only, from the over­
flowiug Nizamat funds, but had not the good fortune to succeed; 
my application is yet unanswered, though made four months 
ago ! Assuredly no more legitimate and no more beneficial mode 
could be devised for ihe employment of a small grant, that would 
not even be felt from the annual J 6 lakhs ! But I must hasten to 

Bel'hampore. 
Berhampore is seven miles, along the river, from Moorshedabad. 

From the river, an extensive plain extends inward ; this is 
the site of the cantonments. The barracks are excellent upper­
roomed buildings, aud belong to Government, who keep them in 
repair. The Aides of two large quadrangles are occupied by tlte 
quarters, which are lower-roomed ranges of barrack in fact, 
originally well Luilt, but now very damp: a few on the bord-de-
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•·ivier~, which are usually occupied by civilian!!, are large and 
well-planned houses. One only is upper-roomed, and is now 
inhabited by Mr. Laidler (an assistant to Mr. Wat~on the great 
Indigo Planter) a man of some scientific attainment and the 
very active and intelligent secretary to the lately established 
Berhampore Hortieultural Society. 

The roads within eantonments are good, affording very 
agreeable and open drives for the evening luxury of Hawa­
khan/J. There were formerly between cantonments and the 
city of Moorshedabad a large number of fine garden houses; 
these in the palmy days of yore, when gold-mohar trees yet 
flourished, were the delightful residences of the European Bara 
Sahibs, the "Nawabs" we used to hear of at home. They are 
oow, with scarcely an exception or two, in a ~tate of rapid 
dilapidation, some altogether in ruins. The Nawa.b however, 
occupies Fendal Bagh (or garden) which he keeps in good re­
pair ; but, goth-like, he has cut down the splendid avenue of 
trees by which its approach was both beautified and protected-

To a stranger the feeling is painful, which a drive round the 
silent cantonments, once noisy and gay, and by the ruined garden­
houses, excites: all is so desolate and still. The thoughts are 
carried. back to other days, when wealth and splendour, festivity 
and gaiety abounded. How great is now the contrast ! You 
seem to walk over graves and to tread upon the vestiges of the 
dead ; and how many a head indeed lies low, that was once 
proudly raised among tl1e lords of India, whose princely hos­
pitality made habitations that are now crumbled or fast crum­
bling into ruins, halls of pleasure and enjoyment ! Worldly 
and evanescent delights indeed they were ; happy had it bee11 
otherwise, for themselves and for many ! May l be tolerated, 
Mr. Editor, if I here insert a few simple lines composed under 
similar impressions, on a. visit S<fme few years back to Sukh 
Sag!\r, the once magnificent abode of a princely lndo-Portu­
guese mel"chant, but at that time untenanted and seemingly 
going fa,st to decay•. 

Suk/a S4gar or " The Sea of Delight." 

Lines written on a visit to the erewhile splendid seat of J. B-tt-., 
Eeq., 110 named, but now "deserted and without iuhabitant," the writer 
hav'inr obtained entrance tlmrngh one of the windows. 

And see ! where the desolate mansion of Wiss 
Stands silent, deserted and sad ; 

Where the dank tangled grass hides the st!O·peats ihat hi11,1, 
Aud tlie jackals alone are uuw glad J 

* I~ has lately been repai!,'ed and i'! a~aiu, I 1mder .. t11o11,d 1 inhabit-id 1,y 
M 1·. Lauruletta. 

VI. 4 11. 
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Fa,t closerl are the doors that were wont to unfold 
T For the idle, the busy, the gay-

Not a voice to he hea1·d not a face to behold 
NT l l 

ot an ohject to tempt a delay ! 
Like a thit>f of the night, through the window I pasa 

To the Hall "here the feast WIIS array'd • 
\l'"ht>re circlerl full freely the laugh ar,d th~ glass 

And the revel till morning delayed. ' 

How ~,;ghtful, a stil_lness now reigns through the place, 
As 111 mock ry mis-named "of delight!"-

0\ t.~e glee of the living no vestige I trace, 
Trs the tomb of the dead meets my sight ! 

B-tt-o ! "the ocean of pleasure" is ci·oss'd­
Did it land thee on shores of the blest? 

Ah ! haply thy bark had more safely been tossed 
On an ocean by tempests distr·est. 

Too smooth was the voyage, deceitful the wa,•e 
That impelled thee along as it rolled· 

'Twas a sea where, before thee, have fo~nd them a grave 
A million ten thousand times told. ' 

'Twas the sea of false pleasure, expansive and gay, 
,Vbere breezes enchanting impel; 

Where beams of bright hope on the surface may play, 
While beneath yawns the dark gulf of Hell!. 

Blest Providence ! guide the frail barks that still sail, 
On an ocean with danger so rife ! 

No calm e'er deceive us, nor syren prevail, 
Till we've passed the deep waters of life ! 

Ah ! Saviour of Mercy! look down from on high, 
\Vhen the storm rages fiercely around; 

Bid the bright bow of promise shine forth in the sky, 
And the haven of rest soon be found ! 

On the River, Sept. 1829. 

Since Berhampore bas ceased to be a station for European 
troops, the barracks are wholly uuoccupied; and the few quar­
ters tenanted by the small complement of officers usually pre­
sent with a native Infantry Regiment, suffice only to make the 
vacancy the more palpable and impressive. There is nothing 
observable in the way of building or art, in 01· about Berham­
pore. My own residence fronted the burial ground, the monu­
ments in which positively coustitute all that demands a visit ! 
Not an interment took place during my stay. But as Euro­
peaus only occupy their last narrow abodes within its precincts, 
and the 1rnml.ier of these is now so small, little argument can 
thence be drawn either for or against the salubrity of the sta­
tion to English coustitutiorn,. The whole cantonment is low ; 
the 1mrface of the plain is an inch or two below that of the 
river at the height of the rains; it is defended by a high and 
Lroad bund, along which is an agreeable mall for the evening 
drive or morning walk. • 
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Berhampore is clestitute of a Chaplain, as it has ceal'!ed to 
contain Enropean troops; there ii:i however, a neat and well 
built chapel, which was erected by the zeal of the Rev. M. Hill 
the l\fo1sionary, and wl,ich of cot1rse is the property of the Lon­
don Missionary Society. Here a regular Sabbath service i8 
maintained throughout the year, changing from morning to 
evening with the season. Mr. Hill is the pa8tor. The con­
gregation is as large as the scanty number of re,;idents can well 
make it, since it includes all of every denomination, Epi~opalians, 
Presbyterians and Dissenters of every class, i. e. the entire re;;ai­
dent population, with the mmal proportionate deduction of ,mch 
only as, unhappily for themselveil, seldom or never attend any 
place of worship. Mr. Hill has been so long resident here (above 
] 2 years) and is so well known and so very deservedly e~tfiem­
ed and respected, for his excellent character, talents and un­
common zeal alike, that I believe another mini!i!trv would find it 
difficult to draw a congregation. At leai;;t ,mch· is my impres'­
sion from the result of certain communications on the subject, 
with several excellent individuals of tl1e Station. It has :3el­
dom indeed been my lot to know any person so uniformly, so 
universally regarded, in a society constantly fluctuating and so 
variously constituted : and I will not refrain from adding, 
though at the risk of offending the object of the assertion, so 
deservedly admired and beloved. 

Mr. Hill, with his able and amiable co-adjutor Mr. Paterson, 
is assiduously occupied in the humble and unostentatious, 
but most arduous and most important, sphere of :Missionary 
toil. Mr. P. has been only a few years in the country and is 
of course not yet sufficiently acclimated to bear ihe same expo­
sure as his senior. The latter, indeed, seems to possess a con­
stitution of ii-on. I have been with him (but unable to do like 
him) when, under a raging sun in the hottest period of the day, 
he has stood fo1· an hour or more addressing a crowd of natives, 
without even the protection of a chatah ! This is a qualifica­
tion few Missionaries possess. Of active habits and vivacious 
mind, this excellent Missionary is indefatigable in his holy call­
ing, preaching frequently not fewer than four and five times daily, 
besides su pel'intending (in conjunction with his able fellow­
labourer) a school on the Mission premises for native Christian 
boys, and conversing early and late with inquiring natives, many 
of whom come from considerable distances to discuss religious 
topics. 

The Mission house was planned and built by Mr. H. The 
Mission compound is a highly interesting spot. Ou it, besides 
the dwelling house and the school before mentioned, is a native 
chapel where Bengali service is held every evening in the week; 

4 R 2 
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at whichi besides the Christian youths of the school, natives from 
1rithout regularly attend, to hear a discourse from one or other 
of the excellent and laborious missionaries . 
. The sc!10lars referred to are chiefly orphans, who have from 

time to time been collected, and for whose reception a Native 
Orpha,~ _l'Tlsfitution !1a~ be~n established, entirel_y through 
the act1nty of the M1ss1onar1es, seconded by the hbei-ality of 
some excellent Christians ; of several high in the civil service 
especially, whom, from a due respect for their truly Christian 
motiws, l forbear to name. with exception of one amongst them 
already long past to his reward. This was the late David 
Dale, Esq. then Magistrate of Moorshedabad, and whom, with 
his excellent and pious lady, I had, on occasion of a former visit 
of only a few days to Berhampore, the privilege of knowing. I 
say privilege, for they were Christians indeed ; and in this bar­
ren land it is very refreshing and comforting to meet with 
Reh. 

About 1826 or 27 an orphan boy was sent in to Mr. D. from 
the mofussil, and was for a time retained in his own house; two 
others were soon added ; and to instrnct these poor orphans a 
chapriisi who could read and write, was hired by Mr. D. When 
this pious and benevolent man was compelled to proceed for hie 
health to ~, where he died and went to a better home, the 
three orphans were cast upon the Missionary. The succeeding 
Magistrate, who entered with the same warmth of true Chris­
tian zeal as hi~ lamented predecessor, into the expanded views of 
Mr. Hill, contributed the sum of 400 Re. for the establishment of 
an asylum, together with a monthly sum of25 Rs. for its support, 
which was continued till he also left the country. The objects 
admitted are all native children deprived of both parents and 
being under eight years of age. If much above that age, their 
idolatrous impressions and habits will have become somewhat fix­
ed and be less likely to be erased by a Christian education. They 
are instructed in reading, writing, and the truths of Christianity, 
and, in due time,in the arts and manufactures of the country. As 
they grow up, the object is to locate them together, and so form 
a nati"e Christian community, entirely supported by their own 
industry. These objects are perseveringly and most industri­
ously pursued ; and it affords a most delightful treat to a bene­
volent mind to visit this infant establishment, where, after early 
morning prayers and lessons, meal and relaxation are over, you 
may find a number of poor orphans of various ages learning to 
spin, to weave, to carpenter, &c. not as an ungrateful task 
arbitrarily and rigidly exacted, but kindly and considerately 
directed and therefore cheerfully performed. Mr. Hill has 
tried various expedients for giving the lads useful employments, 
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by wl1ich they may hereafter be enabled to support themeelvea 
and their future families; among others, whip-making wa" com­
menced, and most exce11ent articles were turned out, every way 
creditable to the establishment; but the price~ at which these 
could be procured in Calcutta, where they had the advantage of 
a ready mart on the spot, were such as not to allow thil'! to b,e a 
profitable speculation. The staple at present is cotton thread 
and tapes of all descriptions. 

Mr. Hill has latterly taken a farm in the neighbourhood, on 
which, entirely at his own personal risk, he has located indi­
viduals whom be can trust, and where by their labour he culti­
vates the mulberry; what he does not sell of this, is employed 
in feeding and rearing silk worms ; and which it is hoped will 
ultimately produce a fund adequate to the support of the 
Orphan Institution, to which it is entirely devoted. 

The residents of the station have from time to time kindly con­
tributed their support,-in all caseR coming voluntarily forward; 
for it is a principle in Mr. Hill's plan not to beg, but rather to 
struggle through difficulties with a simple dependence on a 
kind Providence. In 1885 an excellent civilian, now in Cal­
cutta, most liberally gave 500 Rs. to commence the farm. This 
contains 100 bigha.s of land at an annual rent of 100 Rs. The 
money was laid out in bunding and levelling the ground, and in 
planting ~5 big has of mulberries, the pro6ts of which are at pre­
sent employed in extending the cultivation; this, it is hoped, 
will, ere the year ends, have spread over 70 bighas. It is then con­
templated to raise suitable buildings and procure apparatus, not 
only for the growth of the silk-worm, but for the reeling of silk. 

The present number of orphans is 14; ten more are expected 
in this present month of December, and future additions will 
be limited only by the means of supporting them. I have 
reasen to know that the Missionary's personal sacrifices are not 
small towards this charitable object ; and I know not one that 
presents a fairer claim to the liberality of all who feel interest­
ed in the future welfare of India. It stands, for boys, precisely 
on the same ground of recommendation as that most usefo.l in­
stitution for native female orphans, the Refuge, so ably conduct­
ed by the indefatigable Mrs. Wilson, whose praise is in all the 
churches as a true Christian philanthropist (an able Missionary 
herself and second to none in zeal, energy of character, or de­
votedness to her pure and benevolent object); and though the 
excellent Missionaries will not themselves solicit help, it may be 
permitted one who has seen their work and who knows their true 
devotedness to it and personal sacrifices for it, to show his coun­
trymen where they may be advantageously liberal, and how 
they may effectually .promote the great objects at once of lo-
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dia's ci\'ilization and its conversion to u. true and holy faith. 
8Hn' in the neig-hbourhood of Serampore, where the admirable 
B:iptist Missionaries have el'ltablished a native Christian village, 
I k11on- of no st>t plan for such a systematic Christian founda­
tion of well trained and religiously educated native Christians 
on!~-. as is contemplat.•d llt Berhampore; and I can bea1· ample 
testimony that nothing of petty sectarian or party spit·it en­
ters for one moment into the plan or conduct of this noble 
iustitntion. 

I onght not to omit adding that the use ofa small brick build­
ing former!~- a powder magazine, which stood on the edge of 
the farm, has been liberally granted by Government for the 
douhle purpose of a church and a school. 

The orphan8 enter school at 6 A. M., breakfast at 10, and are 
employed in the work,-hop till 4. P. M. At sun-set prayers and 
a sermon, as before observed, conclude the day, after which 
they sup and retire to rest. This routine is, of course, occa­
sionally broken in upon by the sowing and cutting of the plant 
on the farm, which cannot be done in the heat of the day, 
as well as by the necP.ssity of attending to the worms after 
hatching till the cocoons are formed, which labour admits of no 
ce~satiou. 

The institution, as stated, specially contemplates orphans only, 
but i1- not strictly confined to such. The variety of employ­
ments in the workshop and on the farm, " offer to the destitute 
inquirer after truth, ( who for conscience sake has left behind 
him his caste, his people and his means of subsistence) a refuge 
from persecution, a home and employment;" here he may be in­
dustriously employed and earn his own support, without idleness 
or dependance, at the same time that he is learning that which is 
able to save his soul and make him at once a happy, a good, and 
a useful member of society. Let not the friends of Missions ap­
prehend an abuse of this proviHion. Idlers and impostors will 
not long remain in an institution where the apostolic maxim is 
strict Iv a rule-" If any will not work neither shall he eat." 

Th~ worms have failed thit1 last season, and instead of a pro­
duce of 300 rupees not aLove 60 have come from the farm, to 
meet the uoa,·oi<laLle expences: so that there is yet ample 
room for the iuimediate liberality of the well-disposed. 

As its prospects brighten, howe\'er, it is fondly aud not wiLh.... 
out just reason hoped, that Ly the blessing of Almighty God, 
the Berhampore Orphan Asylum, composed of industrious moral 
Christians, will become a trne oasis in the desert of ignorance, 
bigotry aud superstition; and will practically shew to the sur­
rounding multitudes, the positive Llessedness of Christianity ; 
and in progress of time also, will, from its own resources, send 
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out and support its humble native Missionaries and well-pre­
pared preachers of the gospel. 

There is not, I think, any benevolent institution in India, 
formed on the same plan precisely. Most, or all of them, depend 
for their continuance on the aid and benevolence otf the Chris­
tian public in India or at home. But this, when once brought 
to maturity, look"!, under the divine blessing, to its own industry 
and morality for itl'I prosperity. 

Thus, Messrs. Editors, I have fulfilled my design, very 
imperfectly I am aware ; but I trust notwithstanding, that many 
of your readers may feel somewhat of the interest in perusing 
that I was myself allowed to enjoy in inspecting the detail of the 
Berhampore Mission and Moorshedabad College establishments. 
I wish I could have corn preRsed my observations within a narrower 
compass; but in truth I could have readily expanded them much 
mor" than, from a regard to your space and a recollection of 
the Horatian admonition, brevis esto, I have ventured to do. 
I am, Dear Friends, 

Yours faithfully, 
CINSVBUSJL 

ON THE END OF THE YEAR. 

HEBE on a point of Time between two seas, 
The Future and the Past, I seem to stand­
While solemn thoughts my lab'ring mind expand, 
And swells my heart and fail my trembling knees. 
Backward, eternal ages' vast abyss 
Absorbs conception and astounds the soul­
Forward, the mighty waves majestic roll, 
Strewn with the sons of misery and of bliss ! 
Each passing instant swells the ocean mass­
Lo ! floating myriads crowd the rushing tide ; 
These in their nothingness unnumber'd pass; 
Those swept along in all their tow'ring pride. 
Another wave-the living live no more, 
And we, that are, as those that were before ! 

Cossipo1'6. W.M. 
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.Mteetamn·i anlr it.tltgiaud Jhtttllttttnct. 

!.-CALCUTTA AUXILIARY BIBLlil 500IETY, 

We ha\"e much pleasure in announcing that the four Gospels and the 
Acts in the Hindnstani language and Roman character have been printed 
and are now to be had bound together in one volume, at the Society'~ 
Depository. Of the books composing this ,•olume, • 

St. Matthew, was translated by Henry Martyn. 
St . .Ma1·k, .............................. Mr. Bowley. 
St. Luke, .............................. The Banar&J Translation Committee. 
St. John, .............................. Mr. Bowley. • 
The Acts, .............................. The Banaras Translation Committee. 
The Gospels and Acts are to be had either in Hindustani only, or in 

Hindustan! and English in opposite columns. 

2.-TeE DuRG.&' Pu.JA'. 

It aff'ords us the highest satisfaction to announce that this festival, which 
bas usually exhibited all the features of a splendid debauch to Durga, and 
which has been very extensively patronized by European gentlemen and 
even ladies, was this year, owing to the discussions in the public prints, open 
to such ,·isitors at the houses of only two Hindu babus, and there even was 
but indilferently attended. The Durga will in future, as far as Europeans 
are concerned, we trust be a matter of record-a tale to be told. Thanks 
to the press for the exposure of its shameless doings. But a year ago the 
Commander-in-Chief visited it in g~11,t state; this year scarcely a house 
is opened and but a few balf-Hinau Europeans are willing to bear the 
stigma of attending to give eclat to the nachas of Durga ! And above all, 
thanks to Him who thus guides an,:\ bleues the laboµrs of his servants to 
the suppression of shameless and indecent and corrupting deeds. 

3.-Gl:NEROSITY OF THE B~ITISB AND FOREIGN lJIBLl!l Sccu:rv. 
The British and Foreign Bible Sochity, with it8 accust11Jned liberality, 

has placed at the disposal of the Calcutta Auxiliary two thousand copies of 
the sacred scriptures in the English language. 

4.-NEw HINDU CoLLE(oE AT SvDVABAD. 

The Friend of India announces the establishment of a pew college at 
Svdyabad : it is founded on the principle of the .flindu Gollege in Cal­
cutta. It always affords us satisfaction to record, any disllosition on the 
part of the natives to obtain information of a higher order than their own 
limited schools aff'ord; but we a1·e not back1Vard to acknowledge, that if the 
same genius is to preside over the institution at Sydyal>a4 that has influ­
enced the movements of that with us, we regret its establishment; because 
assured the same fruits must speedly appear. Strenuously as we ad­
vocate the importance of instructing the natives, we have no desire 
to 1;ee the youth of India turned from idolatry to infidelity ; we would 
rather see them idolaters and useful in their spheres, than puffed up with 
pride and in the idle possession of such a mere smattering of Western scien­
ces and language as only lifts them above their own people without fitting 
them to mingle with Europeans; this smattering of knowledge too, well 
11&turated with infidel and sceptical principles, adding to their pride and 
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idleness, a licentious creed nnd not unfrequently a licentious practice. We 
have no wish to see the irreligiousness of a large portion of the Calcutta 
11lumni extended to the Mofassil. We do not speak this in any carping 
or cavilling temper. The matter is by far too serious to admit of such a 
feeling; we do it in order, if our pages Rhould meet the eye of the Govern. 
ment, to w11rn them that the system of education now pursued under their 
auspices, has in it,ielf all the elements which are essential to m11ke only 
bad men and unruly citizens. Such books and principles as produced the 
Reign of Terror, are those most read and admired by the ruing youth of 
India! 

.5.-BRITISH ltmu, OPiuu AND CHINA, 

It was our intention to have replied ere this to an article which appear. 
ed a short time back in the E11glishman, purporting to be an answer to a 
paper which was inserted in the Calcutta Chmtian Ob8er1Jer for Septem. 
hl'r on the immorality of the opium trade. Indisposition and other causes 
have p1·evente1l the completion of our intention. The style and temper 
of the article was such as to demand our thanks, but the argument, we 
thought, if fully carried out, would equally support slavery and even piracy 
itself. It however left the great subject reprobated by us uotouehed, viz. the 
abomination of one government, and that a Christian one, violating llhe laws 
of another and heathen nation with whom it was at peace, by the introduc.. 
tion of a commodity destructive of the health and morals of its subjects, 
and ruinous to its exchequer-a nation too with which we are on terms of 
amity and peace. The question has ere this, we suppose, been settled or 
will soon be settled much more effectually than we could do it; but whe. 
ther so satisfactorily to all parties is not quite so clear. \Ve ventured, in 
the former paper, to affirm that the abettors of the system, be they iodivi 
dual or c01·porate, would soon meet with deserved chastisement; little did 
we suppose that the punishment, was even in its first form, so near at 
hand. It appears however that the Chinese government are at length 
determined to put down the traffic, on account of its evil influence over 
the people, and its not less baneful results to the revenue of the country : 
in fact they find that theil· bullion has been carried away hy "outside bar­
harinns" for a poisonous drug! They have therefore ordered all foreign 
ships away from the anchorage at Whampo, fa1· down the river, where they 
must be subject to the greatest annoyance and inconvenience; and they 
have also declared tl1at all boats intercepted, carrying syce for the payment 
of opium, shall be seized and confiscated to the government. As it regards 
its own subjects, it has threatened the infliction of some of its most sangui­
na1·y penal punishments if they aid or abet. The measures are severe, but 
they show the spil'it which actuates the rulers of the land. ,v e hope that 
a word to the wise is enough. ,ve fear that China will not be humbled but 
by arms; but sorry indeed should we be if the origin of such chastisement 
should be the protection of an illicit traffic; and yet if the Chinese go"ern. 
ment persist, this is in some measure inevitable-for if the British govern­
ment patronise the trade, by grnwing the plant, selling it by special mono. 
poly, advancing loans to its needy speculators, and in every way inducing 
enterprizing merchants to embark their capital in it unde1· its flag, what 
less c:m they do (according to the laws which unhappily obtain in the 
councils of men) than vindicnle the injuries inflicted on he1· merchants and 
the insult offered to its own flag through them? Bow pitinful to see us in­
volved in a sanguinary conflict to defend an illicit traffic ! The paper 
which brought this intelligence contains a singul"r illustrntion of ou1· re­
marks in the conduct of one Christian nation towards nnother. The Dutch 
Government at Batavia hnve seized 11n American ship bec11ustl she was 
attempting to smuggle opium into the colony. Why should China be lt:s;; 
lenient to us than Holland to America? 
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THE EDITORS' ADDRESS TO THEIR FRIENDS. 

The Bditora of the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN 0BHRVP:R cannot allow the year 
to close without expreesiog their 1iocere thank• to their many friends for the 
•nlu•ble nesistnnce rendered during the pBBt year, both in keeping up or rather 
increasing the number of subscribers, (which in a fluctuating eociety like the 
lndian public cannot be done :without the aid of the MofaHil elations,) and 
not less for the interesting contributions which they have placed at their di1-
J'Oeal, 

The Editors are sanguine enough to hope that, with their new anangement1, 
11s announced in the preeent No., and the establishment of a more extensive 
cori·espondence throughout India, they shall deserve the continued and increasing 
support of their former friends, and that many new supporters of the OBSERVE& 
,,..ill be eolicited for them, and obtained. 

The Editors beg to apprize their friends, that subscriptions for 1838 become 
due on the l&t of January next; and they will feel obliged by their forwarding 
orders on their agents in Calcutta payable to the Editor• or to Mr. G. C. Hay, 
Tract Society's Depository, 99, Dharamtallab, Calcutta. It will confer a 
favor on the Editors, and not less oblige their friends, if the latter would, on 
their removal from one station to another, announce their intention to the Pub­
lisher. This would prevent both e:11pence and confusion. Owing to the new 
post-office regulation ■, the Magazine will in future be 1ent per dak or bangbi, 
unless other orders should be received. 

THE NEW YEAR. 
Neu, Subscribers. 

The' Editors would call the attention of their Missionary and other friend, to 
tl1e fact that the New Year is fast approaching, the period when many old Sub­
scribers will be leaving India, and when it will be necessary to endeavour to obtain 
new Subscribers for the Observer. The present issue is about 320; and could it 
be raised to 400, with other- ar:rangements which will be announced at the opening 
of the •year, the Editors would be able to hand over to the Tract Society Rs. I 000 
Annually. The Editors are not without the,bope that the additional 80 Sabscri­
hers will-be-obtained ; and ,for the encouragement of ·our friends to solicit Sub­
acribers,.ve may intimate, that we often receive letters thanking us for forward­
ing the work -to retired stations. 

New Correspondenc~. 
The Editora beg also to remind their respected correspondents that the sea. 

son for itinerating and observations is at hand; and that they can most effectually 
serve the interests of the periodical, by communicating the result of their obser­
vations on the manners and customs of the people, &c. A list of subj..cts on which 
information is required will be found in the advertisement of our contemporary 
the 0. C. S. in another page. Let the friends of the Tract Society and the 
Observer remember, that if they wou\'d serve the one and render the other inter­
esting, they ·must endeavour to increase the number of Subscribers and forward 
interesting papers. 

NATIVE FEMALE SCHOOL SOCIETY, 
The object of this useful institution is to train up the female children of Native 

Christians and orphans to habits of domestic industry, and to instil into their minds 
the principles of true religion; and the better to effect this desirable object, the 
children have been placed entirely under the superintendence of Mrs. Campbell at the 
Society's establishment, No. I, Circular Road, Calcutta. 

Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received by Mrs. Campbell, 
•r the Editors. 

COMMISSION AGENCY. 
NOTICE.-Orders from Residents i11 the lllofussil, for every description of 

Supplies, will be received and executed on the ·most moderate terms by the under­
signed if accompanied with a remittance, or reference for payment on their Agents 
In Calcutta. 

Cakulla, No. 99, Dha1·amtcll1Qh, } 
September ist, 1837, 

G. C. HAY, 



'l'HE ORIENTAL CHRISTIAN SPEC.:TATOR 
h publlsl1r,1I nt £lomhny at the commencement of every month. Each nnrnhl!T 

coutoinB from forty lo 1ifty clopcly printed pages. The subscription for one 
yenr, payuble on the public11tion of tho fourth number, is to the public in general 
nine rupees, and to privnte soldiers, And to nativea of lodin of all classes attend­
ing nny eeminnry of education, six rupees. 

Tlie following ore the subject■ on which communications for the magazine are 
invited. I. Christinn Doctrine■, 2, Christian Duties, 3, BeDevolent Societiea. 
4. Miseionary and other Philanthropic Exertions, 5. Progress and Promotion 
of Education, especially on Chri•tian Principlea. 6. lllustratious of the Sacred 
Scriptures, 7, Translntions of the Bihle. 8. Biographical Notices of Eminent 
Christians connected wilh I111lia. 9. Biographical Notices of remarkahlil Native 
Charncten in ancient und modern times. 10. Moral Statistics of India. II. 
Manners, Customs, and Supel'stilions of the Natives. 12. Extracts from th• 
:Vedas,' Puraoas, and Sh6.strlis. 13. Native Proverbs. 14. Removal of Impedi­
ments to the Conversion and C.:ivilization of the Natives, as the Government 
Countenance of Idolatry, the Unchristian Conduct of Europeans, &c. 15, 
Pul.,Iicutione connected with India. 16. Antiquities of India. 17. Geography 
of India. On all these topics many valuable articles have appeared in the 
Magazine during the last eight years. 

The work is conducted on the general principles of evangelical religion. The 
doctrinal views wh.ich it advocates. are .those of the Reformers of t~e sixteenth, 
and of the Puritans of the seventeenth century, as embodied in the standard■ 
of the established churches of Great Britain, and of other orthodox communions. 
lir o editorial papers on the forms· of church government are inserted ; while liberty 
is granted to correspondents to treat of them, in a spirit of Christian charity, 
'!l'hen circumstances may appear to render it necessary or expedient~ 

To penoos residing without the bounds of Bombay, the magazine is forwarded, 
by the ordinary Post or Banghy, except when special orders to the contrary are 
given to the Agent. The postage to all the stations in India, varies from four to 
t1ix anas a number. 

Should the now cheap rate of its transmission thr9ughout the country, lead to 
a considerable iocreaae of the subscribers, particularly in the Presidencies of 
Madras and Bengal, a regular supply of intelligence connected with the spread of 
the gospel, an.cl the other topics treated of, will be procured from Europe by way 
of Egypt, end regularly communicated ; and the work will be enlarged in size, 
without any additional charge being made, 

Orders· may be ·addressed to Mr. W. Chapman, the Agent to the Magazine, 
,4.mbrolie,.Bombay. 

Octobw, 1837. 
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