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MISSIONS-INDIA-THE CHRISTIAN BRA 1HMAN. 

1.-The Christian Brahman, or .1.lfemoirs of the L(fe, Writings, 
and C/rnl'acte1· of the converted Bl'akman Babaji. ,By the 
Rev. Hou.is R~:AD, .American Missionary to India. 2 Vols. 

IT is lhe recorded opinion of the Abbe Duboi;i, that " under 
present circum~tances there is no possibility of converting the 
lI indus to a11y sect of christianity." The Scott W arings, the 
Twi11ings, et hoe genus omne of other days, sounded the alarm, 
and did much to persuade the proprietors of East India Stock 
that their gods were in danger through the indiscreet zeal of 
Missiomll'ies, and that unless the converting expeditions (as they 
were pleased to call them) of British zealots, were put down, and 
the land forbidden to Missionaries, India would soon be filled with 
anarchy and hloodshed,and tlu·ow off the British yoke. Doubtless 
a speclre even lesl'! horrible than this, was sufficient to frighten 
the worthies of Leadenhall Street out of their consistency. The 
alarmists for a time succeeded in imposing upon the fears of the 
interested, of those who, though they were fearful of interfering 
with the morals and religion of the native, had no objection to 
handle his money. Severe statutes were enacted against these 
convertiug expeditions, and many difficulties were thrown in 
the way of Missionaries. For, to the disgrace of the East In­
dia Company it stands on record, and history will hand it down 
to future ages, that the first British Missionaries to Bengal, 
persecuted and driveu out by the ~overnment upon which they 
had a natural claim for protection, were succoured and encou­
raged by a foreign state! Since the days of the Vellore mutiny, 
(for that was the peg on which the alarmists chose to hang their 
calumuies,) Missionaries have increased twenty-fold; they may 
be seen in all parts of India ; but we hear nothing of the anar­
chy and bloodshed which were confidently predicted. There 
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are no indications of re,·olt-no opposition to the measures of 
Government-no disaffection to t.he British rule, on account of 
the libnty and p1·otection which are extended to Missionaries, 
So then those spectres were the mere creations of the fancy heat­
ed by malice, or terrified by the d1·ead of losing its darling te,a 
pe1" cent. The g1·ounds of attack upon Missionary laboms, 
ba,·e of late years been shifted: the enemy dislodged, by tha 
experience of years, from his former position, has comfortably 
betaken himself to another. The cry formerly was " the B1·itisb 
Empire in India is endangered by the Missionaries." The same 
,•oice uow proclaims the conversion of the Hindus an impossi­
bility! That the conversion of the Hindus is impossible, in the 
light in which the enemies of the Gospel, and prohahly the 
Abbe himself viewed the subject, ,ve fully admit. \,Vheu we 
consider the moral degradation of the Hindus, the fetters of 
caste by which they are bound, the blinding power of an ancient 
and cunningly derised superstition, the prostration of the public 
mind to the mandates of a designing priesthood interested in 
hoodwinking the ignorant, the force of prejudice and the power 
of long cherished habits, and above all the corruption of the hu­
man heart, on the one hand; and on the other, the paucity of the 
means employed, the small number of Missionaries who labour, 
the difficulty of commnnicating religious knowledge in a strange 
language, and by persons little acquainted with the habits of 
thought, and peculiar modes of expression of the people whom 
they teach,-when all these and many other circumstances al'e 
taken into consideration, we are not surprised that, according 
to human calculation, the conversion of the Hindus seems an 
impossibility. But all these difficulties vanish before the influ­
ences of God's Spirit: this work must be accomplished " not by 
power, or by might, but by my Spirit alone, saith the Lord." Tht1 
work is too stupendous, too great for human might or sagacity ; 
but human effort accompanied by the influences of the Spirit has 
converted Hindus and will convert them, though they were an 
hundred-fold more degraded. We are inclined to think that 
much has been done, and yet few have been brought undel' the 
saving influence of the Gospel. This may appear paradoxical, 
but let us explain. In reference to the general and indirect 
influence which christianity diffuses, it would be easy to show 
that much has bee'n accomplished. The people, especially in this 
Presidency, are acquainted with the way of salvation through 
Christ. Many of them are convinced of the absurdity of Hin­
duism, and ashamed of its grosser practices. By the preaching 
of the Gospel, the distribution of the Scriptures and religious 
books, and by the establishment of Christian schools, au amount 
of moral and religious knowledge has been diffused, which is 
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grntlually, but surely sapping the foundMions of heathenism and 
vice. The people are beginning to ca~t off the despotism of priest­
crnft, and to reflect upon every doctrine that is proposed to them. 
By the example and efforts of Missionaries, a mighty impulse 
has been given to the iublic mind in the path of moral and re­
ligious improvement,-an impul8e which has caused a move­
ment, that will not be retar<led till, as it iii hoped, it will in 
many cases subside in the attainment of truth. If then, the 
tone of society is in some measure improved, if the downward 
progress of error is being checked, and a people so long proverbial 
for mental weakness and the most absurd credulity, are begin­
ning to think and inquire, is there not reason to conclude that 
much has been done, considering the small amount of means 
that are employed? We shall not wait to prove that the labour 
of Missionaries has principally contributed to effect this happy 
change ; all who know any thing of the state of European as 
well as native society in this city 46 years ago, are well aware 
how much is to be attributed to the influence and exertions of 
Missionaries. So much has been done as ought to silence every 
gainsayer, and ought to prove that, regarding the Missionaries' 
labours in their lowest aspect, they are of vast importance and 
effective of the well-being of society. We are however free to 
confess that, as regards the conversion of the heathen to God, 
little has been yet effected. In this respect, Christian Missions 
are still iu their infancy in this part of the country. The in­
stances of native christians being zealous for the honour of their 
Saviour, of exhibiting a deep conviction of, and sorrow for, sin, 
of showing a strong desire to increase in knowledge and holiness, 
and an anxiety for the salvation of their countrymen, are very 
few and seldom to be met with. The general character of the 
native chl'istians heretofore is that of deadness, indifference, want 
of love and zeal in the Redeemer's cause. This is a melancholy 
fact: still God has not left his word without a witness. There 
are those who adorn their profession, who have not only em­
brnced the religion of J esns but experienced its transforming 
power, and desire" to walk in all the commandments of the Lord 
blameless." One remarkable instance of the power of Divine 
gl'ace over the heart of a Hindu, is found in Babaji the sub­
ject of the memoir before us. Babaji was a brahman, and a. 
pandit. He was born in 1791 at Ruggothna in the southern 
Concan. Little is known of his early history, his mother immo­
lated herself on her husband's funeral pile, and his only bro­
ther became a Jogi or religious mendicant, and in consequence 
the whole of tl1e family p1'opel'ty fell into his hands. About 
the yea1· 18~0 he was employed as a Pandit by the Rev. Mr. 
Crawford of the Scottish Mission, at Bombay, with whom he 
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remained for Z years. In the yea,· 1823 he went to Bombay 
and was employed by the American Mi~sionaries, through whom 
he was brought to the knowledire of the tt·uth. While with 
them.he had frequent opportunitit>~ of becoming acquainted with 
Christianity; but although his jndgment was convinced, his 
heart wM still uncl1anged. In 18~8 Babaji was persecuted liy 
hii;: brethren the Brahmans fo1· complying with the request of 
the Missionaries, who required all in their employ to attend 
family wor:-hip, and stand up during the time of praye1·. He 
pleaded in his defence, that there was nothing contrary to the 
sha.stras in his eonduct in this instance. A cou11cil of Ilrahmnns 
was held to condemn him, and cast him out. "He atlended 
and defended himself with ability, and told many of the Brah­
mans present, that with them he had actually eaten beef and 
drunk brandy, and caroused for whole nights together. This 
open exposure raised a violent storm against him, to escape which 
he had to leave Bombay for a time." His mind from thi,; period 
seems to have been in a fluctuating state; he was convinced 
of the absurdity and tyranny of Hinduism, and despised it io 
his soul; he was persuaded of the truth of Christianity, but his 
heart was yet untouched; he knew so much of Christianity, and 
moreoTer was so honest and ingenuous, that he dared not t.o pro­
fess it lt'hile he was conscious of living an impure life. His soul 
was alternately entangled in the meshes of infidelity, or tortur­
ed by strong convictions of sin and compunctions of conscience. 

lo 1831 it pleased God to enlighten his mind and sanctify 
his heart by the word of truth. The state of Babaji's mind at 
this time, and the manner of his conversion will appear more 
interesting when related in his own words. Of his conversion 
he wrote 11n account; we are sorry that we have not room for 
the whole of it, we must confine ourselves to a few extracts. 

.. " Babaji, a servant of Jeaua Chi-ist." 
"This is the controversy which I had with my mind before I became 

a Christian. I first reasoned with my mind thus: 0, my soul ! art thou 
sinful or not? Then the soul replied, yes, I am sinful, and am still com­
mitting sin. Then, I said, if thou remainest in sin, what will be thy 1·e. 
ward? My soul said, if I die in sin, I must suffer punishment in hell for 
ever. Then, continued l; does it seem good to thee to endure eternal 
punishment? The soul revlied, it does not seem good. If it does not, 
what then art thou doing to escape the just recompPnse of sin? Truly, 
thought I, hy walking according to the Hindoo religion, I am only wor. 
shipping and serving idols, and calling over the names of Ram, Vishnoo, 
Kristna, and of the multitude of om· other deities. But what does this 
profit? This is but a system de,•ised by man, while the religion ordained 
by God, mu~t 1,e for all men." 

... * * * " When my mind ll'as thus distressed I resolved to cast 
aside every system of religion, fonake the world, and flee to a gooroo. I 
then emvloyed a brahmun, Ly the name of Wasadeo, as my gooroo; of 
him I learned the muntras. These I repeated no leo11 than three thousand 
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times. For n time my mincl wns satisfied. But soon I began to reason 
,vith myself ngnin. Is my gooroo without sin? If not how can a sinful 
go:,roo snve n si11fol cli~ciple? What now shall I do? Where shall I find 
11 si11less gooroo? Alas! Alas! among the whole hum:,n race there is not a 
sinless mnn to be found. For all men from their birth are sinful. Then 
I brought to mind the instructions I had heard, how that the almighty, 
Rllwise, ever just, merciful and holy God, in order to make atonement 
for the sins of men, had t,ook on him the nature of man, and became in­
carnate in the world. The name of this incarnation is the anointed 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. * • • • • * It is said in our shastras that 
the good works of a sardoo (saint) are his way to heaven. But what are 
dcscl'ilied to lie the marks of a sardoo? 

"They are these-equity, compassion, self .. denial, free,lom from anger, 
and disregard of caste. But such a man is not to he found, for all men a1·e 
deceitful and deceived, covetous, lascivious. Therefore O my soul, de­
spise thyself, ancl flee for refuge to God the Saviour Jesus Christ, and he 
will make you worthy by the Holy Spirit. Hast tho11 ever heard of 
him of whom l now speak ? Yes I have often heard of him, and uad his 
shastras. And what do you think of him? I believe the Christian shas­
tras to be true, and Jesu8 Christ the true Saviour of the world. Why not 
then believe on him ? Should I believe on him and be baptised, should I 
not be defiled? according to the Christian shastras the things which defile 
a man, are these-evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, theft, 
lying, deceit, and such like things. By loving unholy objects, my mind has 
become polluted. I have despised the goodness of God which sho11ld have 
led me to repentance. 1'Vhat shall I now do to be saved? I then deter­
mined that I would renounce all ,vorldly hope, cast off the fear of the 
people, repent and flee to Jesus Christ, and cry with my whole heart to 
God the Fathe1·, Son and Holy Ghost, three in one, that he would have 
mercy on me. I fully resolved to go to Jesus, to be baptised and partake 
of the Lord's supper, and to keep myself from sin. I then prayed to the 
living God, and communed with my own heart. "' * " • * * * * * 

" From that time I have examined myself, to see if I walked according 
to the gospel. If I find mystilf acting or thinking contrary to my Saviour 
and my God, I repent, forsake it, and ask forgiveness. '\,Vhen I do right 
I know this is through the influence of the Holy Spirit; and for this, I 
thank God. Moreover I leave myself in the hands of God, through the 
mercy of Jesus Christ." 

By these short extracts the intelligent reader cannot fail to 
be reminded of the heart-stining and pathetic confessions of 
Augustine. He indeed was a prince in Israel, a leader in the 
church of Christ, and from his infancy familiarized with the 
Sacred Scriptures through the example and instructions of a 
pious mother. Babaji was a Hindu, a degraded idolator, and 
therefore we cannot expect to find the same knowledge and 
christian experience in him. Both however spoke from the 
convictions of a soul oppressed with guilt and recently eman­
cipated by the grace of Christ. Babaji, was a useful mem­
ber of the Mission as long as he lived. He was a living exam­
ple to the heathen, particulal'ly to the Brahmans, of the salutary 
influence which Christianity alone can exert over the heart and 
lit'e. He was a zealous p1·eacher of the Gospel, and laboured 
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incesi;:ant.ly for the salvation of his countrymen. But let us 
hear hii;i character from one who knew him personally, and ap­
preciatl'd his worth. 

"He died, s11ys Mr. Read. on the 17th April, 1833, aged fol'ty.two; 
lmnenterl h~· the mission, deeply lamented by his bereaved widow, lament. 
ed by the church, by the people of the poor-house, 11nd respected, as fiu· 
11s a person in his circumstances could be, hy all. He was highly esteemed 
b)· thi> lower ordt>t·s of the people; and the Brahmans, while they no doubt 
mo,;t cordially hated him for having ab11ndoned the religion of his fathers, 
"n<I not only become a proselyte to another 1·eligion, but a teacher of it, 
could not hut respect him as a clever man, and an honest, upl"igbt, and 
i;iocere outcMt." 

" Blihaji was 11n extraordinary instance of pieby and zeal. He waa 
brought into the kingdom of his Redeemer at a late period of his life. 
His whole soul seemed intent on a single object-professedly the grand ob­
ject of e,-ery disciple of Christ. Zeal for the house of God consumed 
him. He was a light to the Gentiles. He emerged from the dal'k abyss 
of idolatry. He shone brightly for a little space. Many saw the light, 
and a few were guided by its refulgence to the Sun of Righteousness. 
This light was extinguished. It sunk not again into the abyss, but ascend. 
ed, burning brighter and brighter, till it was lost in the inextinguishable 
splendor of the 'perfect day.' " 

Such was Ba ba.ji, and such must be the general features of 
the life and character of every true disciple of Christ. The 
question may be asked, and it ought to be met with a fair and 
honest reply, are there many such among our christian converts? 
Are there many Babajis to be fouud in our native churches? In 
northern India it may be that our convertR are numbered by 
,;;cores. Are these native christians remarkable for their anxiety 
to know' the will of the Lord, for their disinte1·estedness and 
zeal in promoting the salvation of their countrymen, for the 
facility with which they give up cast, and every heathenish 
practice, for their strict adherence to truth in all things ? These 
are important and momentous questions, and ought to be treat­
ed wiLh caution and diffidence. Our own opinion is, that in 
northern India, the germ from which the christian church must 
spread is not yet formed-the nucleus from which the life, and 
vigour, au<l heat of christian principles must radiate, and destroy 
the powers of darknesB, has not yet been called into existence. 
We fully agree with Mr. Read in his estimate of the character of 
native converts. He honestly places before us an account of the 
state of the native church at Ahmednuggur (see vol. 2, chap. 6) 
which, generally ,;;peaking, is a correct specimen of the native 
churches with which we are acquainted. There are two classes 
of our readers who are greatly mistaken rngarding the charac­
ter of native converts, and their errors on tl1is su~ject, strange 
to say, are in oppot!ite directions; the one expect too much, the 
other look for too little, from men recently brought out of hea-
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then darkness to profe~s the go~pel of Christ. Some, when 
they hear thnt the heathen in crowds listen to the gospel message, 
receive tracts ancl books with eagerness, and profess to be con­
vinced, imagine that a wonderful work has been accomplished. 
They expect to hear that Hindus professing to be christian.~ are 
very zealous for the honor of their God ; that they prn~sess more 
humility, more devotedness, and more love to the Saviour and to 
the souls of men, than the same class of persons in a christian 
country. In fact, when they read of a native christian church, 
they imagine to themselves a body of humble believers, mourn­
ing over their conuptions, listening with delight to the spiritual 
instructions of their pastor, encouraging each other with psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, and labouring to bring their hea­
then neighbours to the light of the truth, they have themselves 
embraced. Alas,! this is but a midsummer dream,easily rlii.sipated 
by a simple stat.ement of facts. Whatever impressions such in­
dividuals may have received, and from whatever quarter, a very 
slight acquaintance with the state ofour native churches, would 
soon convince them of thei1· error, and perhaps bring them from 
the height of exultation to the vortex of despondency. If any 
of our young friends have been wrought upon by such El_v.~ian 
dreams, if such be the feeling by which they have been. or may 
be excited to devote themselves to the work of an evangelist, 
we must tell them plainly they have not counted the cost. The 
supporting and animating principlei. of the .Missionary, must 
spring from another and a higher source. Persons who cherish 
such ideas regarding the character of native converts, must Le 
very ignorant of the corrupt nature of man, when buried for 
ages under the rubbish of sup~rstition and wickedness, and par­
ticularly of the character of the Hindus. How contra1·y to 
every p1·inciple of reason, to the very ~ature of things, to expect 
that a Hindu, whose soul has been the seat of every uncurbed 
passion, whose mind has been blinded from infancy by the most 
debasing idolatry, who indeed is pl'Overbial for all that is mean, 
deceitful, and cunning, should equal, nay surpa;;s the man born 
in a christian country, who has receivell a religious education 
accompanied with the prayers of pious pareuts? The one is 
familiar with all that ·is debasing and destructive of the moral 
principle, the other is acquainted with the scriptures from his 
youth, and with a religious example. Both may have gone 
equally far astray from the path of virtue and piety ; but when 
boLh are brought back to the shepherd and Bi;;hop of souls, is 
it reasonable to expect that both should be equally distinguish­
ed for zeal, for christian knowledge, and consistency of charac­
ter? Two pieces of marble may be so polished by the hand of 
the arti1:1t as to make the difference between them and the qua1·-
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ry ~-hence they were taken easily perceptible ; but the one 
is susceptible of a higher degree of polish than the other, it is 
<.·loser grnined, and more diversified in its veins, and conse­
quently more beautiful aml valuable. Two men in like manner, 
m:iy l,e co1n-erted by the same Spirit, and brought unde1· the 
influence of the same gospel; but the native dignity of charac­
ter of the one, his talents and previous discipline render him a 
more polished shaft than the other, in the hands of the 
Lord, and a more distinguished christian. The grace of God 
indeed can accomplish what no mere human power can ; but 
that grace does not make all its recipients eqnal in all respects. 
There are those who creep along the earth's surface, scarce 
able to rise above its influence; there are others who can mount 
as on eagles' wings, walk without being faint, and mn without 
being wearied. And from our knowledge of the native charac­
ter we should say, that, in the scale of christian excellence, the 
Hindu convert perhaps holds the lowest place. 

Tl1ere are others who, avoiding the errors of those already 
mentioned, pass into the opposite extreme. They expect too 
little. They are ever ready to excuse the native christian on 
account of his former habits and prejudices. His conscience in 
his heathen state, was dead; he had no proper conception of 1·ight 
and wrong, his only effort was to gratify passion, and acqufre 
riche.:, by any or every means however base. When such a 
person embraces a purer faith, much it is said, cannot be expect­
ed from him ; and the same rule which is applicable to believers 
in a cl1ristian land does not apply to his case. Much we confess, 
cannot be expected from such a one, but surely there must be 
some features in his character to distinguiRh him from others? 

Tliat a Dative christian .should be deficient in industrious 
]1ahits-that he should be ia:ubject to be overtaken by grievous 
a1;<l sore temptations-that he is deficient in energy and decision 
of cliar~cter, and apt to vacillate, can be readily conceived; but 
that he sLould Dot. exhibit the grand characteristics of the chris­
tian life, which in its general features is the same every where, 
is what \l·e do not uuderstand. If christianity be any thing, it 
makes e,ery one who receives it, in sincerity and truth, " a new 
creature in Christ Jesus." What those general features of the 
christian character, which ought to exist here as well as else­
where, are, cannot be particularly described at present; in gene­
ral, however, we should expect to find native christians distin­
guished for humility, for a desire to acquire spiritual knowledge 
-by anxiety for the salvation of their countrymen, and, in the 
midst of many temptations and failings, by an earnest endeavour 
to know and do the will of God. Perhaps we cannot better de­
scribe what ought to be expected of native converts, than by 
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stating the peculiar features of Babaji's character. He was 
far from being perfect ; he was subject to the same failings aa 
othe1· men, and particularly to such as are incident to a 
Hiudu-

" He seized," sayR Mr. Read, " on every new trnth to which his mind 
wns dit"ectecl, or which discove1·ed itself to him in his reading or meditation, 
with an avidity tl'uly astonishing. It was gratifying to see with what 
delight he would hang on your lips, while relating to him some portion of 
Sacred History which hacl not yet been translated; or illustrating some 
pal'ticular doctl'i11e with which he was but partially,or not at all,acquainted; 
01· while directing his mind to some eminent examples of Christian fol'titude 
ilr devotedness. He grasped the trnth with peculiar eagerness, and seldom 
would allow even a suggestion OI' an incidental mention of any one truth, 
which he did not well unclet"stand, to pass till he had, by further inquiry, 
not only made himself master of it, but made it subservient to his own be­
nefit by a self-application. Nol' would he stop here. He, more peculiar­
ly than any person I have ever met, had the happy talent, 01· rather I 
should say, the invaluable spiritual gift, of communicating to others and 
of enforcing on their consciences every truth which he had himself ac­
quired." 

" In his demeanour, as a man or as a Christian, he was modest, gentle 
and affectionate, kind-hearted and ingenuous; conscientious and upright 
in his secular dealings, fervent and active in his piety; frequently fertile 
in devising, and always willing and 1·eady in co-operating to accomplish, 
any plan of usefulness." 

To this delineation we may add his humility and sorrow for 
sin, and his anxiety for the salvation of his conutrymen, which 
was so intense that he often laboured beyond his strength. But 
is this the general cba1·acter of native chri~tians? Are they in 
labours abundant? Will they speak oft of the love of Christ, the 
blessedness of the Gospel, and the way of salvation to their hea­
then neighbours? Alas! it is not so, and truth compels us to 
make the lamentable confession. Native teachers and catechists 
are to be found; but it is to be feared that in many cases they 
are not influenced by the highest motives. The Bengali loves 
a roving life, and he would rather become a travelling-catechist 
than follow a more stationary employment. Such labourers 
may perform a certain amount of labour, for a certain sum of 
money; but it would be vain to expect them to move a step 
beyond the beaten tt-ack, in which their salary is obtained. 

This may appear a harsh censure, and willingly would we ex­
punge it, did a regard to trnth allow us. The missionaries, who 
are best acquainted with thisfoct,are exceedingly cautious about 
employing such instrnmentality. But are there no Ba.Lajis to 

- be found among native christians? Yes, thank God there are _a 
few, and we know some of them; yet their number alas! is .ex­
ceedingly limited. The memoi1· of the Christian Brahman has 
led us to touch upon thei;,e subjects; they are of the utmost im­
portance, and cull for the prayerful consideration of every one 

VII. ~ ·1· 
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interested in the progress of Chrislianity in this country. WI'! 
ha~e deli,·ered ourselves, concisely and imperfectly indeed, but 
freE>h- 1rnd honestlv, in order that the real state of the native 
churches may be i)erceiwd and felt, and that the difficulties nml 
disappointments with which Missionaries have to contend, may 
bE> so known as to excite the prayers and sympathies of their 
Christian brethren. S11cl(a view of the stateofthe native churches, 
and such a representation of the untoward nature of the Hin,lu 
character are calculated, it may be said, to discoumge the 
friends of missions, and to cause them to withdraw from the 
~n,rk. \Ve humbly couceive, that the feeling which dictates 
Fnch a sentiment is the grand mistake in this matter. Our peo­
ple. and frequently our ministers, look not so much to the path of 
dutv as to the amount of success-not so much to the command 
of the Redeemer, as to the rewards with which he crowns us here. 
May noi the blessing be withheld from us just because we are 
apt to give the glory to man, and not to God? because, in fact, 
Yte are inclined to trust Him no farther than we can trace Him ? 
Let ministers and people seriously reflect upon this subject. 
The amount of success which attends the labours of missionaries 
in evangelising the h~then, is not, and ought never to be re­
garded by the church as the rule of her conduct. "\,Vhether men 
·will hear, or whether they will forbear, Christians are bound, by 
the most solemn ties, to spread the gospel. It is a bad indica­
tion of the state of feeling in the church, when men are 
excited to come up to the help of the Lord, from a regard 
to the laurels that each party may gain on the field, rather 
than impelled by a sense of obligation and heartfelt regard 
to the commands of their master. It is pleasant, indeed, to see 
our labours crowned with success; and it is but human to be de­
pressed by the apparent inefficacy of all the toil, and anxiety, 
a11d euergy, which are expended on a field so spiritually barren. 
But our exultation, on the one baud, should flow from a higher 
source, und our depression on the other should be corrected by 
confidence in the faithfulness of God. " Rejoice 'flot, said our 
Lord, to the 6rst baud of missionaries, that tlte spirits are sub­
ject unto you, but rather rejoice,because youi· names are w1·itten 
in heaven." Luke x. 9W. Moreover, men are nowhere in scripture 
commanded to convert the heathen ; if such were the terms of 
the commission, doubtless every faithful missionary would have 
succeeded in converting souls. We are commanded to instruct 
men by teaching the doctrines of Christ, to proclaim the gospel 
to every crnaiure; and this instruction may become the means 
of conversion or it may not: the result is not dependant upon 
the messenger-either on his character or his mode of teaching*. 

" We do not subscribe to thi&, thus absolutely and nakedly stated, 
though we do to the principle involved.-ED, 
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As we have no reason to hope that God will bless tl1e labours of 
an unfaithful servant, neither have we reason to expect that the 
effortf4 of the diligent and faithful missionary will, in all cases, be 
attended with success. Hindrances may arise from the impene­
tmble ignorance, the corruption and wickedness of the heathen, 
and from the moral sense having become dormant; there may 
Le many circumstances, having a bearing upon the progre~!I of 
the gospel, of which we can form no,iadgment; not to mention 
the iwicrutable decree8 of the Almighly, who doeth according 
to his will in the armieEI of heaven, and among the· inhabitants 
of the earth. The duty of the missionary is plain-whether he 
experience visible success or not, he must labour, according to his 
ability for the salvation of souls, dPpending entirely upon the in­
fluences of God's Spirit for his success. He is apt to be depressed 
and ready to sink for want of encouragement; he is also liable to 
go through a beaten path from a conscientious regard to duty, 
without being duly anxious about the result of his labours. These 
are the Scylla and Charybdis on either hand, that be,;et his 
path; and it requires much wisdom, and piety, and strong 
faith, to preserve one'sself from falling into the one or the 
other. The ca;;e of Babaji, and others that we could name, 

• are remarkable proofs of the practicability of bringing the Hin­
du under the benign influence of the Gospel. These are proofs 
which ought to convince every opponent, that the Gospel has a 
mighty influence over the dispositions of the worst specimens of 
human nature-they are proofs which ought to shew our mo­
dern school of prophets and miracle-mongers, that notwith­
standing their uncharitableness, the Lord is still with his church, 
and continues to accompany his word with power and demon­
stration of the Holy Spirit. We have candidly acknowledged, 
that as far as real conversions are concerned, little has been yet 
effected. We have fairly noted, as far as our knowledge ex• 
tends, the state of the native christian churches. And althougb 
some may be disposed to think that a very discouraging picture 
has been drawn, we are still persualled that quite as much ha~ 
been done as was to be expected from the amount of means em­
ployed and the character of the Hindus; much more than those 
who are unacquainted with Missionary operations are willing 
to allow. It would be very easy, were it necessary, to shew, both 
from sacred and ecclesiastical history, that no great change wai 
ever suddenly brought about in the moral and religious habits ol 
any nation. The remarkable and rapid progress of the gospe: 
after the day of Pentecost, was preceded uy the preaching o: 
John the Baptist, the miracles of the Saviour, and the teachiug1 
of his disciples ; and many circumstances in providence hac 
prepared the minds of men for some great change. The p1·in 

2 T 2 
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ciples of the Reformation, whic•h burst forth in such splendom in 
Luthe1·'s time, were felt and cherished, and were secretly spread­
ing their influence, in many parts of Europe long before he was 
born. Vvhy should we expect to see light suddenly spring out of 
darkness? ,v1iy sl10old we look for order and harmony to arise, 
ofa sudden out of confusion ? In the plan ofredemption God does 
not so dea.\ with the souls of men, in 01·dina1·y cases. There is a 
seed-time, as well as a harvest, in the Missionary field; some must 
sow with tears, and others who enter into their labours will reap 
with joy ; but the Lord of the harvest will cause "both him that 
soweth, and him that reapeth, to rejoice together." India has 
heretofore had but its sowing time. The seed of tbe kingdom 
has been scattered far and wide. The stt·ong chains of super­
stition are falling off, and the people are inquiring. The Hindu* 
begins to show some signs of possessing a conscience suscepti­
ble of serious impressions. Many are intellectually convinced 
of the superior claims of Christianity, and still more expect some 
great change. Thei:;e are highly important effects, and those 
·who have been instrumental in bringing them about, ought not 
to be discouraged ; for their pa1·t of the work is necessary and 
promotive of the great consummation-the regeneration of In­
dia; and their " labour will not be in vain in the Lord." 

The perusnl of Mr. Read's work has drawn our attention to 
another subject of deep interest, on which we intended to make 
some remarks ; bnt this article has already occupied so much 
more space than we anticipated, that we can devote but a few 
lines to its con;..ideration. Speaking of the manner in which 
Babaji explained the truths of Christianity, and the apparent 
interest with which he was listened to. Mr. Read says : 

" He explained to them the nature of the Christian religion, removed 
their ohjections, and pointed out to them the absurdities, and the e1·rors of 
tl,eir own svstem. The whole lifetime of a foreigner would be insufficient 
to qualify l;im to perform this part of missionary labour, so ably as a pious 
ioteiligent Brahman can do; so well, I may say, as Bebaji did. This 
does not merelv suppose a competent acquaintance with their language, 
but it supposes· a knowledge of every thing which makes a Hindoo differ 
in haliits of thinkinir, in modes of {easoning, in prejudices, superstitions, 
mqims, or customs, from a foreigne1·. Ji'oreigners, mi;;sionaries from 
Christian lands, we must have, in order to prepare the instruments who 
are to accoml'lish the great work, which remains to lie done in India; but 
the instruments themselves must lie natives of the count1·y." 

It is evident, to every one at all acquainted with the sub­
ject, t!Jat India mu,,;t he ernngelized Ly native ageucy; and 
consequently too much attention cannot be paid to rai11ing up 
efficient native labourers. How this is to be done, and what are 
the best means to be adopted, it is not our province at present to 
discuss. One thing however, in connection with this subject, aeems 
to demand immediate aiteDtiou. Natives designed for catechists 
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01· missionaries, may he educated, and informed to any extent their 
employers plea!!e; to thi,i there can be no objection ; but to teach 
them our manners and haLitii, and accustom tliem to our mode of 
living, will go far to destroy their usefulues!!. The labour of the 
well qualified native preacher is !mperior to that of the En­
ropeau, only because he can enter more freely into the habits, 
and feelings of his countrymen, and is able to go aLout from hon,.e, 
to house, and from village, to vilage, with less suspicion or dauger: 
in all other respects, there i;i no comparison between the two. 
But if, by our imprudence and indiscretion, we make a European 
of him in habits, in delicacy of constitution, and i11 an entire 
neglect of the allowable customs of liis ancestors, we relllln him 
unfit, alike for the higher, or the subordinate offices, of the Ch ri,,­
tian church, and shall see our errors perhaps when it is too laLe. 
Your Eurnpean gentleman in habits, and inclination, but a 
Bengali in want of energy and decision of character, is not the 
man whom any missionary, well acquainted with the nature of 
his work, would take by the hand. We have said thus much by 
way of warning, because we have been grieved to see, in some 
quarters, a tendency in this direction. 

We are sorry that we cannot give a more detailed acconnt 
of Mr. Read's interesting work. His description of the Hindu 
character, of the religion and manners of the people, and his 
account of the difficulties which Missionaries have to contend 
witb, are all admirable. We cheerfully recommend the work 
to all who wish to become acquainted with India and its inha­
bitants, especially to those interested in Missionary opel'a­
tions. It will supply the place of Ward, anil the Abbe 
Dubois, to all such as have neither leisure nor inclination to 
wade through such huge quartos. Mr. Read is entitled to the best 
thanks of the Christian world, for the clear and honest light in 
which he has placed the whole subject of Missions in India, as 
it regards the hindrances to the work, the paucity of conver­
sions, and the ~haracte1· of the converts. \Ve trust that his 
honest and strait-forward statements, will do much towards de­
stroying the romance of mode1'n Missions, if we may be allow­
ed the expression, and to lead Christians to regard the subject in 
a more serious and sober aspect. We hope these volumes will 
be extensively read throngh Europe, and America, and we doubt 
not but that they will do much good, and will promote a better 
state of feeling in the Christian church, in reference to M is:;ions. 

THETA, 
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Ch1·istinn School-Book Society, at Bancfras. 

To the Editor of the Calcutta Chl'istian Obsei-ve1·. 
DEAR Srn. 

I shall feel obliged if yon will kindly inform your readers and 
the public, in the next number of your valuable periodical, that 
the friends of religion in Banaras have established a School­
Book Society. for the purpose of preparing and printing a com­
plete set of elementary books for Missionary and othe1· schools 
conducted on Christian principles. Mr. Trevelyan, on his leaving 
India, generously made over to us the unsold copie11 of the school 
books printed by him, chiefly those in the Roman character. 
There are at present the following books in the Depository of 
the Society. (Seethe cover.) 

It will be seen by this list that it is not for want of books 
that so litlle is done in this country for educating the millions 
who are perishing for lack of knowledge. We hope that the 
time is uot far distant when all Christians in this country will 
feel it their sacred duty to establish schools, wherever Provi­
dence has placed them. They are called to show by private 
exertions what can be done for the mass,· before Government 
will be shamed into a plan of National Education for their 
Indian Empire. If schools be establiBhed at every station, and 
books bought, the Society at Banaras will cheerfully make every 
exertion to augment the existing stock ; if not, even those which 
are already in existence will rot on the shelves. For the honor 
of Christian Philanthropy in this country, we hope the latter 
will not happen. It is clear that a single individual can do 
little ; but he may do much by stirring up others to unite with 
him in the blessed work, and their united efforts will accom­
pli::.h much. 

Any number of books in the above list may be obtained by 
applying to Rev. J. A. Shurman, Banaras, who is Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Society, and who will likewi!le be happy 
to receirn subscriptions and donations for carrying on the objects 
of the Society. 

Yours truly, 

Bana1·as, 18th April. 
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No. 9. A COMPANION To ,JoHNSON's D1cTIONARY, in English and 
Bengalee, to which is prefixed an Introduction to the Bengalee language, 
adapted for the use of both Native and European students, vol. II. by 
John Mendies, Serampore, 1828. 

The compiler of this work, as the latest in the fiefd, has been enabled 
to avail himself of the labours of many predecessors, which he certainly 
has done with very commendable diligence. The volume extends to 524 
pages printed in double columns, the column averaging about 32 words, 
containing therefore a total of upwards of 32,000. In this aggregate, 
however, are included I st, a vast number of mere botanicals, names of 
trees and flowers, &c. of little general utility; 2ndly, a very large propor­
tion of the easier compounds, for which a Dictionary is not at all required ; 
and 3rdly, a great mass of Persian and Hindustani words. These last, 
however, are very preperly marked with an asterisk, by which simple con­
trivance the student is at least enabled to know, at sight, what are and 
what are not pure Bengali terms. This is a great improvement upon the 
plan of uniting in undistinguished confusion ( rudis indigestaque moles) 
the vocabularies of two languages. Still, the meanings are far two 
meagre, and very inadequate to the requirement of students at all 
advanced in the language. Few or no phrases are given. Pre.fixed 
is a succinct Bengali grammar of much merit, (of which below,) adding 
greatly to the utility of the work to learners. On the whole this work is 
decidedly superior to the others of its kind, being much fuller not 
only than numbers 7 and l l, but even than number 6, to which also it 
is greatly preferable as distinguishing the exotic terms. The opinion is 
entertained, in which we incline fully to coincide, that this and No. 8 
together, would answer to the student all the ordinary purposes of a com­
plete dictionary. The compiler is a laborious, diligent and meritorious 
individual, and we have great pleasure in recommending his work to 
more general notice. It is well printed; the paper is somewhat 
defective in colour, though of a good consistence. Its original price 
was 8 rupees; it may now be had for four, in cloth. 

N. B. At the end is a scientific nomenclature of animal and botanical 
terms, to which reference is made by small numerals from the body of 
the work, so as to enable the student to have recourse to scientific 
sources for further information. 

No. 10. A DxcTIONARY OF THE BENGALEE LANGUAGE. Vol. 2. 
English and Bengalee. Serampore, 1828. 

This work, which is designed as a companion to the Abridgement (No. 
6,) of Dr. Carey's Bengali and English Dictionary, is understood to be 
a compilation of the intellig·ent and enterprizing Mr. J.C. Marshman, 
assisted by Dr. Carey himself. It numbers 440 pages in double columns, 
and, on an average of 54 words to a page, gives a total of 23,500 to 

• The render is requested to correct the following press errors iu the fo,·mer 
part of this Index in last Month's Obse,·ver, viz. in p. 292, l. 14, de/e 'o!' belore 
othen; iu I, 16 and 17 for' student11 acquire' read' 11tuu.eut acquire11,' 
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24.000 words, for its <'On tents. It takes in indiscriminately both pure Ben­
gali and Hindustani vocables, but does not furnish the student with any 
means of distinguishing the one class from the other. It aims therefore 
rather at generi:l utility for the common purposes of business and daily 
life, than at classical correctness. For this very reason, however, it is 
of greatly less adrnntage to such as desire to acquire a correct know­
ledge of the pure language of the country. For innumerable terms 
occurring in books, the student will therefore look in vain, in this Dic­
tionary. Neither does it, like Forster\,, distinguish the various appli­
cations of English words; these the learner must trace out, if possible,, 
for himself, or have recourse after all to a living instructor I To the 
rrntil'e especially, this defect must constantly occasion most serious diffi­
culty, leading him unavoidably into innumerable mistakes, oftentimes 
of t'.1e most ludicrous, as often perhaps of the gravest, character. To 
the European it is one which, to great loss of time and increase of 
labour, bring-s besides no small amount of incertitude in his choice of 
words, and 'of error in their application. 

v,-e question, too, not only the exactness but the correct.ness, in many 
instances, of the Bengali nrsion. Yet, that the equally industrious 
and intelligent compiler should have found time and patience, amidst 
incessant and most varied occupations, ( each and all making no small 
demand upon both,) for doing so much, is more a matter of surprize 
than that he should not have ,nought this wm·k to a higher degree of 
excellence, The publishing price wa.~ 12 Rs.; its present cost, we believe 
is 8 Rs. 

No. 11. A ScaooL DICTIONARY, English and Bengalee, designed­
chiefly for the use of native students, by J. D. Pearson. Calcutta, 
printed for the School Book Society, 1829. 

This compilation might more properly have been termed a Voca­
hular,, for it is nothing more. It contains 304 pages in double columns• 
averaging 19 words to a column, and giving a total of about 11,500 Eng­
lish word5; a comiderable number indeed in absolute amount; but then, 
as usually only a single Bengali meaning is given tq each, and very rarely 
more than two, mth a few short phrases, it must necessarily happen that 
the student will look in vain, not only for numerous words not noticed at 
all, but also for innumerable applications of words that are notic­
ed, constantly occurring in books and ordinary conversation. This, to 
the European who wishes to write or express himself in Bengalf,- or to 
the young native student more especially, who desires to understand the 
meanings of the English words he meets with in the course of his read­
ing, must be a source of not merely great inconvenience and vexation, 
but even still more frequently of serious or most ludicrous mistake. 
e. g. " monster, s. ~t~." But J~;J is a cannibal-demon I while 
'tnonsiPr has numerous ordinary applications, such as to denote a mal­
formed animal, a cruel individual, &c. none of which are noticed ! What 
does the native student then learn from such a mere meagre voca­
bulary? and what aid can a European derive from it in expressing 
himself to or composing for natives? Again, the meanings given are 
not always correct, e. g. "Peruse, v. ;si<IJ'il-i iii." Not so; it should be 
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"It* cP ; 1S1tr11111 cP is rather to atud_y or get by heart. So " Forfeit, s. 
Olllt'{S'ltJ," a clear mistake; O'ih:rttll' is on adj. criminal, faulty, &c. 
and is besides not a Bengali word: it should have been Ii~, or at 
least f:l'it~rttiit. Aµ-ain, "Do away with, v. f"IJt<f'll''i." Rut the usual 
and proper meaning of f"f'll't~'Jl'ol is to expel, drive out, &c. 

We more than question the utility altogether of such meagre skele­
tons of Dictionaries, which frequently are more a positive hindrance than 
an aid to the student; and we cannot but feel some surprise that the 
Cal. S. B. Society should give its support and countenance to such, to 
say the least, most unsatisfactory compilatioTis. We hear that a new, but 
unimproved, edition is in the Press. The price is 2 Rs. 

No. 12. A DICTIONARY BENGALI, AND SANSKRIT, explained in 
English, and adapted for students of either language; to which is added 
an INDEX serving as a reversed Dictionary. By Sir G. C. Haughton, 
Knt. &c. London, 1833; 1 vol. 4to. pp. 1461, price Co.'s Rs. JOO. 
Sold, in Calcutta, by Thacker and Co. 

This well-printed volume has been seYeral years in the country, but 
owing chiefly, to its high price ( 115 Rs. now reduced to 100 ), is but 
little known to that class of students, the missiom,ries and others, who 
would be most disposed to make use of it. There was however the less 
reason for putting so large a price upon this work, as it was printed at 

. the charge of the H. I. Company. 
The Dictionary occupies 1381 pages, in double columns, averaging 

about 30 words to a page, and giving a total of nearly 40,000. The 
columns however, not the pages, are numbered, and amount to twice 
1381 or 2762. 

The author's plan was to combine in one volume the dictionaries of 
both the parent Sanskrit and the derivative Bhasha of Bengal, on the 
principle that the latter must draw on the former whenever it is found 
deficient. The principle is good ; but the course adopted upon it, is not 
a logical inference. The modern Italian differs scarcely more from the 
Latin than the Bengali from the Sanskrit: but would it be deemed expe­
dient therefore, to make the otiginal Latin Dictionary the groundwork 
of an Italian Dictionary, by simply inserting in the columns of the form­
er the corrupt derivations from its original stock, and the borrowed exotics 
current in the speech of the inhabitants of modern Latium? Most assu­
redly not; for what but inextricable confusion, uncertainty and mistake 
could result from so novel a plan in lexicography ? Many students, and 
some of the very best practical scholars, know nothing of Sanskrit ; just as 
many in Europe, of the fair sex in particular, are excellent proficients in 
the sweet dialect of Italy, and can enter into all the beauties of Metas­
tasio and Dante, who are altogether guiltless of having pernsed even a 
page of the Latin grammar. Many too,who, in acquiring the Bengali, have 
paid some attention, more or less, to the language of the Brahmans, have 
not pursued and do not desire to pursue the study far enough to become 
competent to distinguish those portions of the vocabulary which are 
peculiar to each, _or the several applications, in one or the other, of 
. common term~. To both these classes it must prove alike vexatious and 
unsafe to have recourse to this ' treasury of words ;' vexatious, because 
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~o often disappointing; unsafe, because so frequently uncertain. Words 
common to the parent tongue and the derivative, a1·e seldom coexten• 
i:i'l'e or identical in their application, e. g. $, among the numerous 
meanings it bears in Sanskrit, has those of" a learned or clever person; 
the manager of a theatre, &c." but no such uses of that term have obtained 
in Bengali. How then is the tyro to distinguish, in this and similar 
instances? Should he, on the strength of his dictionary, employ the word 
et~ in either of these its stated applications, in Bengali composition or 
conversation, must he not necessarily become unintelligible? Sir G. C. 
Haughton, thinks that " every dictionary of a Hindu dialect should 
contain not only v.hat is purely colloquial, but likewise such erudite (?-) 
and scientific terms as learned or pedantic writers may think fit to adopt." 
This is to us one of the most extraordinary canons in lexicography we . 
remember to have known promulgated. The English Dictionary con• 
ta.ins a vast number of terms borrowed from Latin, French, and other 
contributory sources; many that have been long used by approved writers, 
some even that are rarely met with, and not a few employed by pedants 
chiefly ; all, however, terms actually occurring in composition. But 
it would be a strange Dictionary indeed of the English language, that 
should take in from the Latin, &c. &c. all the conceivable varieties and 
misapplications of words which the lexicographer's prophetic imagination 
should suppose it possible any future scholar, nay every pedant in all 
time to come, might employ! ! 

Again-this work includes a large mass of Hindustanf, greatly out 
of place, snrely, in a S=kri,t and Bengali Dictionary! Fortunately, as 
the derivation is also given, the student is at least enabled to distinguish 
these from genuine Bengali. We have repeatedly expressed our regret 
that these most discordant and cacophonous exotics should be so exten• 
sively preserved from the jnst oblivion into which otherwise they would 
naturally fall, in exact proportion with the cultivation of a pure Bengali 
dialect, and the advancement of a correct native literature. 

We :find the explanatory portion of this Dictionary far more meagre 
than was reasonably to be anticipated, considering that the compiler, 
being nearly the latest in the field, has had the advantage of being 
enabled to combine the contributions to the common stock of all his 
predecessors, each having successively thrown in the results of his 
individual research or personal reading. 

The derivations are given in this work throughout, though in a form 
not always either sufficiently distinctive or sufficiently concise. The 
absurd and tedious repetitions of Dr. Carey are indeed avoided; but, 
going into the opposite extreme, Sir G. C. Haughton does not commu­
nicate any information at all as to the radical meaning of his etymons. 

The INDEX inc1udes, in 80 pages ( or 160 columns), a considerable por­
tion of the English Dictionary in alphabetical order, with merely nume• 
ral references to the pages of the preceding Beng : and Sans : Dictionary 
in which one or more native renderings may be found, but without any 
specification whatever of shades of meaning or applic;i,tion. We scarcely 
see the utility of so very imperfect a substitute for an English and Sans• 
krit-Bengali Dictiooary; since few, certainly, would endure the labour of 
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first following a re~erence t? a page or c~lumn, a.-1 then se\.ching pmn­
fully up and down 1t for a smgle term which, aften1 this los~ time and 
exercise of patience, might, in many or in most c~s, not P-.ve in the 
end to be the word sought for in any of its specific a}Qlication. 

Nevertheless, this bulky and expensive volume wilht least lld, to the 
materials for what is yet, and will probably long continu, to be, •deside­
ratum, namely, a full and complete Bengal{ Dictionary, in whic pure 
Bengali words alone shall find place, their etymologie~ be co.-ectly 
traced, their applications be distinguished in a native as well as an Ealish 
explanation, and superadded illustrative and corroborative ~ntenc" be 
given, extracted from approved Native writers, and from such only. 

No. 13. A DICTIONARY IN ENGLISH AND BEN GA LEE, translated film 
Todd's Edition of Johnson's English Dictionary, in 2 vols. 4to. ffJ 
Ram Comul Sen, Native Secretary A. S. and A. & H. Society, te. 
Serampore, 1834. 

This is a work of immense labour, the production or a Naive 
gentleman of considerable talent and possessed of a very extensive kmw­
ledge, it should seem, of the English language. The two volumes nun· 
her 1,060 pages, in double columns; which, averaging 27 words t1 a 
column; gives a total of about 58,000 words, for the contents of the J?ic­
tionary. Each English word is rendered by a sufficiently numerous =nng 
of Native terms, merely to collect which must have been a t;a,K of no 
ordinary difficulty, demanding the most plodding persevera,-.:e and ~he 
most untiring patience. Nevertheless, the impartiality ov: u!1~ertakm_g 
enjoins upon us, obliges us to say that the real value ~11d utility of this 
dictionary are not by any means in proportion to th"' undoubted, expen-
diture of time, labour and cost, in its preparation ; for . . 

1st. The imposing amount of nearly 58,000 words must, m ~st~m~t­
ing the actual woFth of the compilation to those for whose- use it 1s m­
temted, be reduced considerably, by deducting a vast mass of such as are 
either obsolete, vulgar, strictly technical, or merely terms of ~~ 
and science, not properly belonging to a literarv w~:-!:: ; and for most 
of which last especially, no j ... 8i. Bengali rencierin"g has been as yet fixed 
upon, or at least i,.,,en generally admitted. The introduction of these 
therefore but swells the work to little or small advantage, while ren­
dering its size inconvenient and its cost so great as to put it out of the 
reach of almost every Native and of many European students. 

2nd. There is also the same deficiency in this work that has so 
lessened the value of all its predecessors, save Forster's; namely, the 
absence of all guide to the various widely different applications of the 
English words. Now the more numerous are the renderings, the more 
needful some marks by which to direct the choice of the student. 

3rd. This work also fails in distinguishing pu1·e Bengali from Hin­
dustani and other exotics. This, to the European particularly, and to 
him especially in the beginning of lris course, when most requiring a 
guide to the formation of his style and the selection of his vocabulary, 
is an immense disadvantage. 

4th. But, over and above the absence of all English synonyms, the 
words of the translation follow each other without auy order or dependance 

VII. ~ u 
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arently .1st as they were obtained from time to time, set• 
ting- 11U sy m as it ,•ere at defiance, and rendering the investigation of 
their pro ties arutter impossibility. The student is, in fact, lost in 

·ords, .vhere lite,·all9 he cannot see the wood for trees ! We 
a,e thse to whom a Dictionary is of little value but as an occa• 

erenc·, to make any intelligent or safe use, generally, of this 
work; ne ,nl,St, at the least, have a pandit by him, to say which among 

•d ofr.ndering·s is the word required in any particular application: 
n wh,re the utility or economy of a Dictionary, either in money 

or • e ? .4 work of such a size and price, ought certainly to offer greater 
ad 1t.ag.-s to those who would consult it. But it is evident that no-

• rr short of a distinct indication of all the various shades in the mean­
ind application of the terms explained, the explanations too being 
ally distinctive, will satisfy the full intention of a dictionary-yet, 

", exception of Forster's imperfect volume, none of the existing Eng­
lis and Bengali Dictionaries has proceeded upon this most indis­
pe able plan. 

ad the laborious compiler taken a better English Dictionary for 
•is gT01mdwork, and, retaining the English meanings, inserted a pure 

nirali translation after each, his work would have earned for him a 
lar,, ~ meed of abiding praise, and been of inestimable utility both to his 
~ount . en and to ours. As it is, not only have its size and price put 
It ~ut _o e reach of most, but the ,ery multitude of its renderings, oc­
casionrng o endless confusion and doubt to the student, has, even to 
the fe~· who ~ obtain it, so greatly lessened its utility as almost to 
thro~ rt upon the ~elf. 

It 1s ~ perfect chabs of materials for future lexicographers ; but to re­
duce ~-hich ~o order and productiveness would require no small exertion 
of skill, patience and exertion-an exertion, however, which we do ear­
nestly_ trust some able scholar may yet be induced ere long to undertake. 
_Th!s, ~ork was published at 50 Rs. Its price is now 30 Rs. and 
probao,y 1t !!!3-:Y be had much lower. 

No. 14. A DICTIONA?.'I, &w..--ET,gli.sh, Bengali, and Hindustani, in 
the Roman character, with Walker's pronunci.,,i;ion of all the difficult or 
doubtful words. Calcutta, 1837. I vol. 8vo. pp. 525. 

The proprietor and publisher of this work is Mr. P. S. D'Rozario, 
Superintendent of the Calcutta Church Mission Press, the same intel­
ligent and enterprizing individual who has published 1•umunized editions of 
the Prem Sagar and other works in Hindi and Bengali. Except in so far 
as it is his propert9, however, this Dictionary is, erroneously though 
commonly called D'H.ozario's Dictionary. The plan of the work is his; 
he selected and had transcribed the Euglish text ; to which the Native 
explanations were added by different hands. The Bengali is by the Rev. 
·ww. Morton, late of the Church Sey. P. G. F. P. now ofthe London 
Missionary Society ; with exception of the two first letters A and B, 
which are the work of Babu Tarachancl. Chakrabartti. The Hindustani 
is by Maulavi Zainuddin Hussain, and several other gentlemen, ( Euro­
peans it is believed.) 

Nooe of the.;;e individuals, however, were concerned in carrying the 
work through the press, nor comequently in the correction of the 
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proof sheets ; and many changes having been made in the English 
text ( originally Corrall's Johnson) both by additions and omissions, 
corresponding changes after the MS. left their hands severally, 
were rendered necessary in the Native interpretations also; which, as 
the parties whose services had been engaged by the enterprizing pro­
prietor, had already completed their stipulated tasks, were made by Mr. 
D'Rozario himself, and his immediate assistants. It is right this should 
be clearly stated; especially as, in some instances, the changes effected 
exhibit a deviation, in the Bengali portion especially, from the ground­
plan; which, among other peculiarities, rigidly excluded all but pure 
Bengali words, except in rendering terms of European dress, furniture, 
&c. fo1· which none purely native existed. Mr. D'Rozario deserves every 
liberal encouragement for this adventurous effort to meet the wants of 
the public. The romani-zing controversy bt>ing hardly even yet conclu­
ded, it would scarcely be fair to assume a position decidedly either 
favourable or adverse to it, in passing a judgment on thi~ publication. 
Time will however speedily set the question at rest ; and, if we do not 
greatly mistake, the result of the late vigorous experiments is even now 
little doubtful. 

For our own parts, if we required any additional arguments "gainst 
the expediency and utility of substituting the very deficient and irregular 
Roman alphabet of 26 letters for the most complete and regular one in 
the world, (that of the Sanskrit and its derivatives, Bengali especially,) 
this volume, and every other similar one, would furnish them in the insur­
mountable difficulties occasioned to the student by the omission or errone­
ous insertion of the dots, accents and other diacritical marks employed 
to make these 26 letters supply the place of 50. But, be the judgment 
of the public in regard to the scheme of Romanization what it may, the 
execution of this Dictionary has elicited many high ·commendations from 
competent individuals; and we believe the public at large have, by 
extensively putchasing the work, confirmed the judgment of Principal 
Mill, Mr. Yates, the Calcutta Press, &c. 

The Eng-lish words are followed, first by an English interpretation, 
then by a Bengali one printed in Italics, and that succeeded by the 
Hindustani in Roman type: the three being thus kept perfectly distinct 
to the eye. • 

'fhe meanings are full and generally satisfactory; circumstances, over 
which the proprietor had no control, compelled him to p1-int the work, 
not at the Press superintended by himself, but elsewhere; which 
has prevented the realizing of that degree of Press correctness and free­
dom from typographical errors, in the diacritical marks especially, 
which are such essential merits in works of this kind. 

On an average of 44 words to a page, this Dictionary explains above 
23,000 English words. We should much wish to see the two portions, 
Hindustani and Bengali, separated in a future edition; which, ~nee more 
revised and the Native cha1·acte1· restored, would form two mvaluable 
dictionaries. For this recommendation, besides many other reasons 
that might be given, we may now notice particularly the small number 
of those, whether Europeans or Natives, who reqnire to consult a double 
Dictionary of Hindustani and Bengali; and consequently not ouly the 

~ u 2 
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increased size but the iqcreased expence of the volume, in their combi­
nation, t.o such as employ the one language only or the other respec­
tively. The one or the other is nearly, if not altogether, useless to most 
students ; why tax them to purchase both ? 

Besides which, very few Natives especially a1·e likely to avail them­
selves of a Romanized Dictionary, however excellent; whilst multitudes, 
more than ever now that English and the vernaculars are fast supersed­
ing the Persian throughout the whole country, would greedily have 
recourse to the same compilation if giveu them in their own characters, 
the only ones they can or are likely to be able to read at once with facility 
and correctness. 

This work is sold at 10 Co.'s Rs. in cloth, at the Church Mission 
Press. 

No. 15. "~ :s:rf~," or A new Dictionary of the Bengali with a 
Bengali inte·rpretation, is now in the press, compiled by Jagannarayan 
Sharma, the Editor, we believe, of the native Newspaper called the 
;;irt-i;:~-~ll!ITT., or the full-orbed moon of intelligence I 

It is to extend to, at fewest, 300 pages in the small .square form, printed 
in double columns ; which, on an average of 20 words to a column, will 
contain about 12,000 words and upwards, nearly double the contents 
of Ram Chandra Sharma's similar Abhidhan noticed above (No. 4.) 
The interpretation likewise is much fuller, and the whole compilation a 
very creditable specimen of purely native lexicography. We trust and 
believe it will meet with merited encouragement, and so induce many 
successive imitators to enter upon this extensive field of useful labour. 
·we have been favoured with the portion ah-eady printed off, and rejoice 
to perceive it free from e:cotics, and that it takes in non!! but pure Ben­
gali words. The general execution inde!!d, in a lirerary point of view, 
is highly satisfactory. The paper is good but rather thin, and has not 
ta.ken the ink as weU as could be desired, appar!!ntly from too great an 
oiliness in the latrer. 

The subscription price is very low, only on!! Rupe!!; to non-subscrib­
ers it will be 1-8. w·e trust these will be few in numb!lr, 

No. 16. The preceding are the only works of their class yet pub­
lished. We possess, by purchase from the executors of the late Rev. T. 
Reichardt, a MS. Dictionary, in which a considerable portion of the 
current language of this province is explained by short illustrative 
sentences, written apparently by that lamented and talented Missionary's 
Pandit. Many are curious, no doubt ; but had they been rather sentences 
e:ctracted from the best native authors, they would have been invalu­
able, and have carried an authority which the mere e:c e:cpresso coinages 
of an individual must ever want. To about one fourth of the whole is 
superadded an English interpretation, in the hand-writing of Mr. R. 
The v.Titer of these notices would cheerfully hand over the MS to 
any Bengali Scholar, who should wish to undertake its revision and 
publication, or to make use ofit in forming any similar compilation. 

It is right to state that the plan at least of this MS. originated with 
another most intelligent, able, and zealous Missionary now in Europe, 
the Rev. H. Townley of the Lon. Miss. Soc. Many small MS volumes 
e:xisl, in the hands of different individuals, though formerly belonging to 
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III.-Colonfaation and Missions-Africa. 

" Na tore imprints upon whate'er we see. 
That has a heart or life in it-Be free." 

COWPER, 

Coloni~ation, Mi~sions, Africa,-a tolerably extensive subject surely, 
whether 1t be considered in a geographical, scientific, political, corn• 
mercial, moral or religious point of view. The former topics we 
le:n-e, to discuss those of morals and religion, as they are those 
"·hich principally interest us as Christian Observers; not that we 
are in<1ifferent to the other topics, or think them separate from reli­
gion ; hut because we believe they will be best promoted when religion 
exerts her benign sway over the whole earth. We will not now wait 
to discuss whetherevangelization should precede or follow civilization; 
whether religion should introduce the blessings that have sprung from 
her to the people of Christianized lands, or whether she should follow 
at the bidding of her own offspring, with a tremulous and distant step. 
We will not discuss this, but merely remark, en passant, that whenever 
pure Christianity has found its way amongst a rude and barbarous 
people, it has invariably conferred on them the blessings of social 
comfort, commercial enterprize, pure morals, and elevated hopes. 
The Missions of the Pacific and Carribean seas, and the Missions 
in Africa, alike te~tify to the accuracy of this position. • On the other 
hand, wherever mere commercial speculation or political ambition, or 
where these combined with religion, whether in a Popish or Protestant 
garb, have operated, what misery, bloodshed, oppression and cruelty, 
ha-..e followed in their train! Let the history of that beautiful country 
South America-let the tale of the Red Indians of the wilds of North 
America-let the records of the early history of the Dutch settlements, 
and especially that of the Cape, and indeed of every colony of every na­
tion-let the whole unite to testify what misery and injustice have been 
inflicted on the human race by colonization unaccompanied by vital 
chri~tianity. Besides, the advocates of the priority of civilization, for­
get or ehun the fact that whatever of civilized habits, .vhatever of hu­
manity and enterprize, they possess or carry with them, have been 
derived from a residence amongst Christianized and civilized people; it 
is the influence which Christianity possesses over the mass of the 
community in which they dwelt, that has stirred them to enterprize and 
has made tilem what they are. Whate,·er they posses that is humane, 
and tender, and ennobling, they have drawn from a Christian source, 
but they will not acknowledge it. The slightest reference to history will 
demonstrate this. What did the classic Greeks do for the morals oi; 
permanent happiness of their colonies? What did the polished heathen 
of Rome do towards elevating the subjects of their conquest5? Did they 
not find the inhabitants of their colonies barbarous, and leave them 
comparatively civilized demons? And what have the mere worldly 
speculators. mere lovers of gain, what have they done for the people 
amongst whom they dwelt? Have they not introduced the worst 
vices of a more polished people, and violated even those ties held sacred 
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by their rude neighbours? They have debased, not elevated, the 
people, their object hns not been to continue, but exterminate the abo­
rigines of the soil. Not only has this been their desire, hut alas! it 
h11e been their but too succe~sful practice ; for if we are careful to trace 
the hi@tory of our own colonies, or those of other countries in which 
power is now firmly seated, we shall see that its foundation is built on 
the ashes and cemented by the blood of the aborigines ; that 

" Man to suit his manners and his fate, 
Puts off his genernus nature and assumes the brute." 

We cannot convey our sentiments on this suhject in language more 
appropriate and eloquent than that employed by Lord Glenelg in his 
memorable despatch on the late Catfre war addressed to Sir Benjamin 
D'Urban the Governor of the Cape-a despatch to which we shall 
find it necessary to revert more than once in this discussion, and which 
we shall do with the most entire s;,.tisfaction; for seldom, if e,·er, has it 
been our lot to peruse a document, issuing from an official quarter, 
more replete with humane and enlightened political sentiments, or 
more pervaded with the true spirit of the Gospel ; nor did we ever 
peruse a public document that so completely enshrouded in dark 
night the character of that class of little petty tyrants to whom, un­
fortunately for the honour of Britain, her colonies ha Ye been entrusted. 
We neith.er envy Sir B. D'Urban his present feelings, nor his future 
position in the unbiassed page of Cape history. Lord Glenelg in 
writing on the subject of the aggressions of a civilized, but irreligi­
ous people, says-

" It is a melancholy and humiliating, but an indisputable truth, that the 
contiguity of the subjects of the nations of Christendom with uncivilized 
tribes has invariably produced the wretchedness and decay, and not seldom 
the utter extermination, of the weaker party. This unifol'm result must 
be attributed, not to any necessary cause, but to the sinister inlluence of 
those evil passions which, in such circumstances, find hut too much to 
provoke and too little to restrain them. Of all the chapters in the his­
tory of mankind, this is perhaps the most degrading. Nor is there any 
one great course of events on which every humane mind dwells with such 
settled aversion and shame, as on that which records the intercourse between 
the Christian States of Europe, and the heathen nations of America and 
Africa. I know not that a g1·e.ater 1·eal calamity could befal Great Britain 
than that of adding Southern Africa to the list of the regions which have 
seen thei1· aboriginal inhabitants disappeai· under the withering inllueuce 
of Euro,pean neighbourhood. It is indeed a calamity reducible to no cer­
tain standard 01· positive measurement; but it involves whatever is most 
to be dreaded, in bringing upon ourselves at once the reproaches of man­
kind, and the weight of national guilt." 

" So reads he nnture, whom the lamp of life 
Illumines-" 

Such then has been the history of colonization from the days of the 
Greeks to those of Ci>rtez, and from the time of the subjugation of 
the new world, to the last grasped portion of that earth which Go<l has 
given ns the birthright of the untutored end free ; and such ha.s been, 
in contrast, the influence of protestant Christir.n missions to heathen 
lands. The one has been a curse, the other a bles~ing ; wherever 
Christianity has preceded commerce and arts, it has opened the way for 
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them ; but w-here commerce end politics have gained the a!!cendllncy, 
they haYe been a more effectual llnd wicked banier to the introduction 
of truth than native heathenism itself! 

The facts confirmatory of this stand out in broad relief; they 
may be distorted, questioned, scandalized, but they cannot be deni­
ed. Before this can be done, the islands of the South Seas must 
be swallowed up-the Missionary settlements of the Cape be swept 
11way by some desolating power, and the freedom of the once op­
rressed aborigines, together with their patience under accumulat­
ing wrongs, be unwritten-the long list of grievances inflicted on 
the slaves of the West India Islands, and their calm and unmixed 
joy on the day of their liberation, and their demeanour since that 
period under an aggran1tion of their original sufferings, must 
be forgotten, !Ind the large page of history which records the!.'e 
facts, be torn from the records of the world-this must he done 
bt>fore we, or any of the real friends of the human race, will believe 
other than that, in the train of religion, peace on earth and good-will 
towards men ha,·e inTa1;ably followed; while in the train of enterprize 
unaided by christianity, those evils which afflict an<l disgrace mankind 
ha,·e as inrnriably rncceeded. We challenge the whole combination of 
malice, ens-y, and all uncharitableness, bound up 'l'l·ith the bands of 
infidelity scattered up and down in the earth to prove the contrary to 
the one or the other. They have tried the experiment, and not only 
ha"e they failed, but have been most signally defeated and disgraced ; 
)·et <-hat they cannot deny, have they endeavoured to distort and 
disparage, either hy representing the agency employed as ignorant, 
feditious, sectarian, and even worfe ; or else by falsifying the 
actual l!tate of things, and calumniating the character of the free, 
but injured people they have blighted, representing their conduct as 
teeming with all the vices of their enslaved condition, but in a 
darker and more turbid state; or having failed in thi~. they have not 
hesitated to attempt to mar the moral beauty of tho,e scenes they could 
neither di.tort nor de,troy. Did not Kotzebue wend his way to the 
lo'l"ely island~ of the Pacific, to seek occasion to scandalize a band of 
men whose self-denial, peneverance and success should have claimed 
his admiration ? Have not Christian! merchants and captains, to serve 
their ·selfish purposes, poured intoxicating liquors amongst the reform­
ed inhabitants of those iRlands? Has not political chicanery used popery 
as its handmaiden to grasp these fair spots for some government lust­
ing for increased territory ? And was not Kotzbue covered with not 
oolv religious, but with scientific, shame ? were not wicked merchants 
def~ated by the almost univenal virtue and indignation of the people, 
and the emissaries of the papacy expelled witb. a calmness and a pru­
dence which might well be imitated by more polished statesmen in 
dealing with sneaking and insidious foes ?-has not. all terminated well 
for truth and for the vindication. of her advocates m that.department 
of Mieeion labour? 

But did not the enemies of freedom and of Missions, when they l!aw 
the work of emancipation and conversion advancing with an unimpeded 
etep in the Weet, actually leave the ordinary means of attack, and strike 
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nt the root of the liberty of the subject in the imprisonment, trial and 
death of the ill-fated missionary Smith, and in burning down the sanc­
tuaries, sacking the house~, tramplin~ under foot the property, insult­
iug the persons, and calumniating the moral characters of more rncent 
labourers, and this in some iustances, by Iegislatoriul and magisterial 
hands?(!! !) But what was the result? The death of Smith was the most 
deadly blow ever levelled at slavery, and the violeuce of latter days has 
accelerated what the planters were so anxious to oppose and retard. 
Their violence did as much to snap the negro's fetters, as did)he 
energetic efforts of his friends. God made the wrath of man to prai~e Him, 
and at length freedom broke upon these poor people. And by whom was 
this effected? by the legi~lature, by the planters? No, Hear one of the 
most eloquent of the advocates of the rights of man-Lord Bro11gham, 
in a recent speech on the subject in the house of Lords. He say~,-

" They have them not from the administration of an E~tahl ished Church 
-not that they are withholden from them by it, but another was to be found 
more suitable to their purpose, and therefore more acceptable to their 
feelings. They had the meek and humble pastor, who, althuugh perhaps 
inferior in secular accomplishments, was not the less calculated to guide 
them in the paths of religion ; the Missionaries, not set above them by 
great learning-not too refined so as to diffe1· from them hy any peculiari­
ties-passing their time among them during the week in the same way as 
they minister to them on the sabbath-theyare their friends in common mat­
ters as well as their guides in religion; and I cannot pass over this part of 
the case without offering my humble tribute of very heartfelt admiration of 
the labour and zeal of those pious and disinterested men-(Hear, hear) and 
I know if I were to make my appeal to my noble frien,l behind me ( Mar­
quis of Sligo), he would say, as he had promulgated elsewhere, that fur the 
source of religious information among the slaves, it 1rns to the mis5ionary 
they had to look. (Cheers.) Therefore it was that fou1·teen years ago I 
felt all the anxiety I have already alluded to, when it was my lot to bring 
before the Commons of England the per!iecutious of one of the most devot­
ed, most pious, and most useful of that class of men, who, because 
of his self.devotion, had been hunted down, and made to die the dealh for 
teaching the Gospel of peace to the poor negroes of one of the islHmh ; and 
then it was that I gloried to 1·ecollect, the first of those blows was struck, 
of which we now have happily lived to 1vitness the day when the final ac­
complishment sh;ill appea1·, in which the chains of the Negroes shall, by 
those blows, be strnck off." 

And what was the result of this liberation? We quote his Lordship again. 
"The 1st of August came, that day so confidently and joyously anticipat­

ed by the poor slaves, and so sorelr dreaded by their hard task-masters; 
and if ever there was a picture inte1·esting to look upon-if ever there 
was a passage in the history of a people that could redound to their houor­
if ever the1·e was an answer to the scandalous calumnies which for ages we 
hacl heaped upon them, as if in justification of the wrongs which we had 
done them, that picture and that passage is to be found in the uniform 
J,isto1·y of that day over the whole of the ,vest Indian Islands. Instead of 
the fires ofrebellion, lit up by the hand of lawless revenge and resistance to 
oppression-the whole of these ishmds were illumirmte<l by the light of juy, 
contentment, peace, nnd good.will towards 1111 men. No civilized nation, 
after gni11i11g an unexpected victory, could have shown more forbearance, 
than w11s exhibited by the slaves 11t the IS'1·eat moral consummation whidi 
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they hRd 11ttained. There w11s not II look or II gesture to goad the eyes­
not II sound escaped from negro lips to wound the ears, of the Planters. 
All was joy, 'congratulation, 11nd hope. They felt that their fette1·s had 
bt'f'n loosened, 11nd they looked forward with hope to the time whpn the 
de~r11ding m11r~s which they had left would be ,vholly erased. (Henr.) 
This pe11ceful J"Y was 11U that was to he seen, heard, or felt, in the ,vest 
lndi1m lslanrls. Amusements there were none to be seen that day-not 
e,·en those amusements hy which they were accustomed to beguile tl;e hnrd 
lot of ~hwt>s, 11nd which reminderl them of the country of their fo1·efathen 
-no, for the ne!n"oes are eminently a pious people • they held sac,·ed the 
d1w of tht>ir liheration." ' 

'' The dav M'as kept as II sacred holiday. All the churches were crowded 
from early ·dawn. Five or six times in that day was each of the chu1·ches 
filled, :-ind emptied in succession, with multitudes who came to 1·ender 
th11nks to God for their liberation. In that island where the bounty of 
nature seems to provoke the ap11etite to indulgence, and to scatte1· with a 
profuse hand all the means of excitement, not one negro was, on that first 
day of August, found in R state of intoxication. ( Hear, from Lord Sligo.) 
Three hundre<l and forty thousand slaves were liberated on that day, and 
their pe:iceful festidty was disturbed only on one estate, in one parish, by 
an irregularity which three or four persons put down." 

Who with the feelings of a Christian man can read these statements 
and not rejoice ? ,v e do exult. bnt we do not triumph, either in the testi­
mony borne to Missionary worth, or the effect of Missionary labour, 
more than it is right for the friends of religion and truth to do when they 
see wisdom justified in all her children, and behold the conquest of truth 
over the principles of error. The evils which ba,•e impeded the Missions 
of the Pacific aud Carribean seas, have in a greater or less degree ac­
companied the e:fforts of Missionaries in every part of the world; nor 
is this strange. The wicked colonizer sees in the presence of the mis­
sionary and his labour.;, a condemnation of hi1; practice$, and if suc­
cessful the annihilation of all bis schemes. The triumph of the 
missionary is tantamonnt to his defeat and di!!grace; hence instead 
of welcoming him Re a brother, he treats him as a foe An<l so long as 
that treatment falls alone on the labonrer, and does not affect his mo. 
ral character, he bears as is his duty, most meekly the contradiction 
of sinners a!!ainst himself; but when the virulence of his enemies 
strikes at the truth itself, or at those who have embraced it, then 
like his di,•ine Master he exchanges the spirit of forbearance, for that 
of vindication; and the language of entreaty, for that of exposure and 
reproof. Nor is it strange that in pursuing this line of conduct be should 
be obliged to make such foll disclosures of guilt, as must, irrespecth•e 
of his insignificance, or the influeoce of his opponents terminate in 
the defeat of the calumniator!! of truth. The enemies of Missionaries­
forget one solemn truth; that Mi,sionaries are not their own eervants, 
nor are tbev doina their own work. Thev are God's servants, and 
are doing His work; end he will not only support, hut vindicate His 
people from every oppressiou and calumny. One thing is clear to us 
that colouizatiou euu uever be either a lasting blessing to the colonizer 
or to the col<,n,·, until cbristianity in its purest form shall precede all 
other efforts, a~d maintain its influence in all the councils and move­
ment!! of the local governwe11t1, To no tection of the Mill!ion field ar• 
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these remark!! more applicable than to Africa, and especially to the 
Mi@~ion of the Cape colony. The Missionaries there have been calum­
niated, an<l the Mis~ion settlements held up as little more than nesh 
for i<lle and ~editious persons; and this too hy persons high in autho­
ritv, ns well as bv traveller~, or those of more humble life interested 
in· the continuance of things as they were. Hut it is satisfactorv to 
remember thnt all the charges, ~s they have se,•erally appeared, have 
been most satidactorily consigned to an ignominious tomb. The vast 
majority both of the calumniiltors and their calumnies are now forgotten 
evrn hv their frie11ds; but the calumniated and their works remain. It 
is how~ver n singular and impu<lent fact that the effectual and repeated 
r-efutation of error, does not prevent its resurrection and reiteration; and 
what the more masculine mind has failed to accomplish, the more tiny 
intellect imagines it can effect; what the Leviathan has failed to crush, 
the Sprat imagines it can destroy. This is evident from an occurrence 
in the circle of Indian literature, notice of which, but for a wish long 
cherished to put our readers in possession of the real state of things at 
the Cape, might still ha,·e been deferred. 

The circumstance to which we refer is the publication of a book­
no marvel in these days of almost universal authorship-entitled, 
A Subaltern's sick leave. or rough notes of a visit in search of health lo 
China and the Cape of Good Hope. By Lieutenant Nicholas Polson, 
of the Bengal Native Infantry. It treats of China and the Cape. We 
shall discuss the Cape first, though it be last in the book, for reasons 
which will be evident enough in the sequel. \Ve have thought 
it our duty to give it this prominent notice and to meet its statements 
in reference to the Missions there with the most unqualified nega­
tive, and so leave the author to his reflections, and our readers to 
form their own estimate of the subject, for the reason that some of 
them may see this work, and on visiting the Cape may be influenced by 
its statements, especially as it has been almost universally praised 
by the presidency press. We cannot, we confess, allow this opportu­
nity to pass without expressing our astonishment at the unqualified 
praise with which this book has been bespattered by the local press; 
a work in which we find nothing new or remarkable, either in scientific, 
statistical, political. commercial or religious matter; and distinguish­
ed chiefly for its details of eating and drinking, shooting and hunting, 
and for being pervaded by a spirit of dissatisfaction with almost every 
thing and person, from the ship in which the writer sailed, to the 
poor unfortunate Missionaries at the Cape; who, we fear, neither af. 
forded him instructions as to the best covers for game, nor were either 
capable or disposed to introduce him to the soirees or balls of Cape 
town. The laudations with which this work has been covered prove 
that the author owes more to his station in Societv, than to the con­
tents of his work ; and it is to be feared the charge brought against 
one of our contemporaries for reviewing without reading, may be fairly 
chargeable upon some of those who have so strongly recommended 
this volume : confident we Rre, that one at least of our contemporaries 
would not, hnd he read the choice morceau we shall quote, have allow­
ed it to escape his attention, or omitted it from his pages; and equally 
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sure are we that our respected contemporary the Friend of India could 
ne,•er ha,·e recommended any work, as he did thi1, had he hut glanced 
nt the page in queftion, containing as it does one of the foulest and 
most ~candalous calumnies, both on the character of a whole body of 
honorahle and unimpeachable men, and on a whole race of too long 
injured people, which it has ever been our lot to peruse. There must 
either ha Ye been great laxity in reading, or else the perusal of the first 
part, which deals pretty much in opium matters, must have lulled 
our brethren to sleep ; or perhaps delight at witnessing any indication 
of a literuy spirit in the rising heroes of the day, who, not having to 
wield their swords, may use their pens, induced the whole brotherhood 
of the press to admire and praise equally the beauties and faults 
of this last- horn child. It is this ki11d ofreviewing that rather tends 
reall~• to condemn than tn recommend a work ; and authors may well 
exclaim," Save us from our friends!'' The facts of the case are sim­
ply these. A young Subaltern, • sick of wars' alarms,' determined to 
traverse sea and land, to restore his health, animate his courage and in­
crease his lore. He ,·isits China, or rather looks at its shores, and finds 
that every thing wants reforming, (save the hospitality of one or two 
individuals,) though without the power to iuduce his celestial majesty 
either to expel Her Britannic Majesty's idle whig representatives, .or 
to open his left eye or shut his right one, one sfogle moment before 
it was his wont. He leaves China and wends his way to the Cape, 
commencing his peregrinations there in the same kind of temper; 
but there he find1, himself cast into society much more congenial than 
the unfortunate Macaoan or European residents in China. He found 
access at the Cape to the gayest circles, to the patrons of balls, races, 
hunting, &c. With this we have no bu1,iness,-we are not of the in• 
quisition ; but what we have to do with, is that the Subaltern on sick 
leave took it into his head to write a book, and afterwards to print it 
in two parts. 

" For it is nice to see one.'1 name in print, 
A book's" book, altlu,ugh there's nothing in't," 

So thought the Subaltern, nor have we any right to question his right 
to publishing; nor should we have interfered with his labours, had they 
been confined to such subjects as hunting and balls and dinners, and 
hatred to every thing whig; or if even he bad spiced his book with 
some general sneers at Missions or Missionaries; all the,e, except the 
last, we should have left to those better able to judge of their merits, 
and the last we should have taken as a matter of course to give ecllit to 
the work. But when this Subaltern, or anv other, shall take it into his 
bead ·to Eit down and write, and print, au'd publish, as sober facts, per­
sonal insults and gross attacks upon men that never injured him, or any 
other beino- on the earth; we must, and will speak. When he calmly 
pen·erts h~torical facts to serve party purposes, and speaks, i_n this age, 
of the Hottentots as "approaching the wild beasts as nearly m featur~e 
ai; in habits;" and tell;; us that he saw an Hottentot" an attendant m 
a Mis,ion chapel, and one from whose mouth texts were frequently 
i;;1ouing, actually 8.8k his master for a dollar and leave to be drunk for 
twenty-four bours"-whe11 we read such things, not only do we knuw 
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to ~hnt ~chool the SuhRltern belongs, but we are determined to meet 
him and. if" the gift he in us," to teach him that" all is not gold that 
glitters." Lieut. Nie. Pol~on determined to write on the merits of Mis• 
sions and Missioni1ries at the Cape; hut we a~k him-Was the circle into 
which he obtained an introduction, and from which he derived hi~ in• 
formation, the be~t qualified to afford him correct and unprejudiced 
views, either of the Missiouaries or their work? What should we say if 
some sickly pilgrim moving in the gay circles of this city, should, on his 
arrivHI in England, determine to write a book, in which he ~hould 
deliberately proceed to calumniate one of our most pious and exem• 
plary ministers. a person with whom he had never asso.ciated or 
spoken, and whose plans he could neither understand nor appreciate? 
-what should we think and say of such a one? But if he should 
extend his calumnies to the whole clerical body in CRlcutta and India, 
and at one fell swoop censure their head as a Jernit and them but as 
serving their own selfish ends-if such should be the case, we more 
than suspect that his accuracy would be questioned, and his judgmcnt 
on the subject demurred to in some such way, but in a different 
degree, as would our judgment and accuracy on the merits of races and 
rifles : this we believe too, that it would meet from all parries with the re­
pi"ribation and disgrace which it deserved. But suppose he should reveal 
the secret that he ha<l received his information from a prejudiced and 
embittered source? would he not be visited with still more severe 
condemnation ? Now this is exactly the position in which our Su\Jal­
tern on sick leave was placed at the Cape. For it so happen~ that the 
gay party at the Cape are, generally speaking, not only as they are in 
every place, th~ despisers of Evangelical religion, but they unite witb 
this common source of hatred to piety, a deep interest in the continuance 
of the ancient regime. Whatthen @hall we think of an author who would 
have us believe -that he nought extenuates, that his remarks are trifles 
light as air, yet that they are a true exhibition of the living manners 
of the age at the Cape? What shall we think of him when he calumni­
ntes a man in whose presence, and before whose scrutiny he would 
quail; and when he could obtain his information only from parties 
embittered against the man be calumniate~,-and that not from commo11 
motives, but because he had broken up a system of tyranny that gave 
the few the power over the many, and aggrandized the rich at the ex­
pense of the poor, and gave power to the oppressi\-e little one at the 
expense of the liberty, and peace of a great nation? Who can won­
der that such a man should be hated by the oppressing party, that 
his motives should be mistaken, his ch9.racter calumniated, and the 
result of his labours distorted and disfigured by those more im­
mediately concerned? This is no more than we might expect; but 
what shall we say if a man tells U$ he writes but to amuse, and that 
his purpose is attained if he does that, when his amusements blossom 
with scandal, and bring forth the fruits of matured calumny? Fine 
amusement to calumiate the character of a whole body of men with• 
out a saving clause ! We recommend this exercise as a new game 
for improving and expanding the youthful mind, aud especially a11 

a re~torative to v.11 Subalterns on sick leave. 
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Unfortunately for Lieut. N. P. we have had in om· possession 
other works on the state of things at the Cap<', which differ in ~ome 
!'mRll degTee from his in their e!ltimate of mattE'rs there in morals and 
relic!"ion; and the parties we are inclined to think are nParlv as well 
able to determine on the merits of Missions there 11s the S11b11itern; for 
one "l"ery satisfactory reason, they e:ramined for themselves and form­
ed their conclusions, not from what thev heard, but saw : not from 
what they saw through the glRsses or" a Dutch boor, or through 
the Go,·ernment House windows, but with their own eyes. One of 
these works is by Capt. Fawcett of the Bombay Service, another is by 
"Justus" he treats of the whole subject of the Caffre war, ns one 
who understood his theme. We shall in all probability in this and 
the next No. have to confront these witnessei<, and as "they are 
all honourable men," we must leave the verdict to the reader. 

With these prefatory observations we proceed to quote the ob­
jectionable passages, and offer our comments in a brief, but we 
hope sati8factory manner. We may as well state, before quoting the 
first and most serious pas~age, that we acquit Lieut. N. P. of 
wilful intention to injure ; for we believe that had he fallen into 
other hands, and had his bent so inclined him, he would have written 
as strongly 011 the other side*. We are all very much the creatures of 
circumstances, much more than we are aware ; on this account we ac­
quit the Lieutenant of wilful intention to injure, only reminding him at 
the same time that :t does not require design to inflict injury ; for 
of this he may be certain, that if a man cast about fire-brands, though 
it be but in play, some one will be burnt. Here is the passage. 

" But it rested with two classes to exhibit a dark contrast to the above 
Christian..like conduct; and those two the very last from whom it should 
have been looked for. These were some London Society's missionaries 
and His Majesty's ministers! 

" History from its very earliest pages down to the present leaf can show 
no greater examples of unremitting and unflinching zeal for the advance­
ment and aggrandisement of any particular sect than those displayed by 
some of the members of the above mentioned Society of Dissenters, 
"Independents" they style themselves. A strong party of them have long 
been established in the Colony, and are headed by one whose talents and 
powers of persuasion would do honor to the most f?lorious cause, but whose 
conduct would disgrace the worst. One before whose name those of Gre­
gory, Innocent and Loyola fade like the morning dew ! 

" The;;e missionaries resided in various parts of the Colony, and some oo 
and beyond the frontier. Among them were some who were in the fre­
quent habit of stirring up their Hottentot congregations, and impressing 
them with the belief that they were an ill.used people, without any friends 
but these London missionaries themselves ; and one, if not more of them, 
bad been suspected on very strong grounds of acting a similar part among 
the Katin; previous to the irruption. But with that conduct I have here 
nothing to do. Subsequent however to the irruption, these missionaries 
aided by some few turbulent and seditious characters in the Colony, com. 

• We do not admit, in encb a case or aggravated defam~tion in which con­
.umme.te ignore.nee e.nd recldeu dioregard of the feelinga and reputation of reli• 
gi(,ni8t• 0.1 s11ch, betray an animua little credit.llble to the judgmeot or impurtia. 
lity of the wri~er, that the disclaimer of o.formed intention to inj,ue, lew1en1, in 
the le&at, the enormity of the offence.-Eu, 
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n_ienced propAgating in EnglRnd a variety of stories, many of which have 
since been proved to be folse, to the detriment of the Colonists and justifi­
cation of the conduct of the Kafirs. 

"These tnlea, uttered us they were 'ex cathedra,' by men whose charac­
tet' nnd situntion in life ought to hnve rendered them cautious of advancing 
1\·lint wns hypothetical-these stories, shuddered at, wept over and believed 
nt mi~sionnl'y meetings whel'e the religious worlds of Sheffield and Bir­
ming-ht1m nssemhled to hear the glowing language of 'Apostolic P---• 
the less showy speeches of the Missionary R---, who made up by 
strength what he wanted in elegance ; the preposterous nonsense of a hy­
pocriticnl Hottentot; and the mendacious statements of a Kafir fugitive 
ancl deserter smuggled out of the Colony hy the mi8sionaries, made a due 
impression on the minds of those who knew no better, who were not in the 
habit of judging for themselves, but believed every syllable that fell from 
the liµs of their ghostly instructol's. 

"Fl'Om the missionary meetings the tales spread. Mr. Buxton assumed 
the throne of his power, His Majesty's Sec1·etary of State for the Colonies 
bowed submission to the behests of those by whose aid alone he retains h's 
seat in the ministry, and on hearsay evidence equally against fact, proba­
bility and possibility; unsupported by documents or even by witnesses; with­
out pause or inquil'y; on the bare statement of opinions b)' a few individuals 
who knew nothing of, or wilfully misrepresented facts, the population of 
a British Colony wel'e condemned unheard ; converted from the injured 
into the aggressing party; denied compensation for their losses ; and 
belied and insulted by Lo1·d Glenelg. 

" That acute statesman, just as he is wise, jumping at conclusions because 
it is too troublesome to arrive at them by the same path as other individu­
als, trnsting his conscience to his fathe1· confessor, coolly writes, that the 
treatment the Kafirs had received, was quite sufficient to justify any act on 
their pal't, and that they had a right to appeal to arms to force that jus. .. 
tice which they could not obtain any other way ! A pretty doctrine truly 
for a Colonial Secretary, and one which M. Papineau in Canad" will un­
doubtedly thank His Lordship for putting into his mouth; especially at 
the pre11ent crisis! But to my narrative." 

In this quotation there are five distinct and serious charges. I st, 
Against the London Missionary Society, charging it with being a so­
ciety of lndependants. 2_nd, Against the lndependants as a body, 
charging them with Sectarianism. 3rd, Against the Missionaries, re­
presenting them as in the frequent habit of stirring up their Hotten­
tot congregations to insurrection. 4th, Further charging them with 
propagating falsehood on the subject in England, and especially 
charging Dr. Philip with the prostitution of fine talents to base and 
unworthy purposes-the "worst of causes." 5th, Against her Ma­
jesty's ministers for being swayed by the rebel Missionaries to adopt 
mea~ures hostile to the welfare of the colony, and the British rule 
in south Africa. Pretty tolerable accusations for a Subaltern on sick 
leave to hl'ing against a body of upright Missionaries and her Ma­
jesty's ministers ! We fear Lord Glenelg WBKN he sees the Lieut.':!! 
work will be alarmed in the prospect of being cited before his peers. 
Pending his answering fol' himself, we attempt to answer the chargeii 
against the respected but ub~ent miss:on lahomers at the Cape. 

I. He charges the London Mi~sionary Society with being a Society 
of Independants. We meet the 11ccusatiun with a direct negative, and 

VII. ~ Y 
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do more than the Subaltern, give proof. The fundamental principal 
of the society is opposed to the charge, as well as the sole object and 
practice of the society, which are thus stated in its printed documents-

" The sole object is to sp1·ead the knowledge of Chi-ist among hen. 
then and other unenlightene,l nations." 

"FUNDAMENTAL PRINOIPLE.-As the union of Christians of vm·ious 
denominations, in carrying on this great work, is a most desirable object ; 
so to p1·e1·ent, if possible, any cause of futu1·e dissension, it is decla1·ed to 
be afur1damental p,,;nciple of the Missionary Society, that its design is not 
to seod Presbyterianism, Independency, Episcopacy, or any other form 
of Church order and government, (about which the1·e may he dift'erence 
of opinions among serious persons,) but the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, to the Heathen; and that it shall be left (as it ought to be left) to 
the minds of the persons whom God may call iato the fellowship of his 
Son from among them, to assume for the_mselves such form of Church 
government as to them shall appear most agreeable to the Word of God." 

Nor have we the least hesitation in appealing to the history of the 
society for a proof that the spirit of this principle has been carried out 
in the practice of its agents. It is more than probable that the number 
of independants connected with the society is greater now than at its 
commencement; becaure since its formation nearly every other section 
of the church of Christ, has formed its own society and has its own 
Missionaries ; but still the door is open to all, and all may enter, and 
many besides independants do most cordially unite in its operations. 
It has at present in connection with it, Missionaries belonging to the 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Reformed, Lutheran, and lndependaot 
Churches! 

2. He charges the lndependants with Sectarianism. We confess, 
we may have some prejudices on this subject, but as we hope to find 
the church in all sects and not in one only, so we have always read 
history with a di1ferent eye. We have always been accustomed to 
look upon the lndependants as the special friends of ci vii and religiou■ 
liberty, and as often acting, in that regard, in a way that has mani­
fested any thing but a concern for the welfare of the sect. They have 
generally been charged not with bigotry, but laxity-and of allowing 1 

their zeal for religious and civil freedom to interfere with their religious 
consistency. Had they sought to propagate their sentiments ~ith the 
zeal this writer would have us believe, they would long ere this have 
bad a political influence which might have supplied Lieut. N. P.'s place 
with some scion of this unworthy sect. We feel happy in being able 
to corroborate these views by an extract from the eloquent speech of 
then Mr., now Lord, Brougham, on the debate relative to the Missi• 
onary Smith's trial. 

"Mr. Smith is, or, as I unhappily must now say, was, a minister-a faith. 
ful and pious minister-of the Jndependents,-that body much to be re­
&pected inde"d for their numbers, but far more to be held in lasting venera. 
tion for the unshaken fortitude with which, in all times, they have main­
tained their attachment to civil and religious libertr, and, holding fast.by 
their own principles, ha\'e carried to its uttermost pitch the great doctnua 
of 1<brnlute toler11tion ·-men to whose ancestors this country will ever ac­
knowledge a boundless' debt of gratitude, as long as freedom iR prized among 
Ui: for I.hey, J fearlessly proclaim it-theg, with whatever ridicule i.ome 
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may viAit their excesses, or with whatever blame others-the.v, witl1 the zeal 
of martyrs, the purity of the e11rly Christians, the skill and the couriige of 
the moAt renowned wnrriors, gloriously suffered and fought anrl conquered 
for England the free constitution which she now enjoys. True to the gener. 
oue principles in ch111·ch aml state which won those immortal triumphs, 
their descendants still are seen clothed with the same amiable peculiarity of 
standing fo1·ward Hmong RII religious denominations, pre..eminent in tole. 
rntion ; so that nlth,JUgh, in the progress of knowledge, other classes of 
Dissenters nrny he Rpproaching fast to overtake them, tliey still are fore­
most in this proud distinction." 

We leave the matter here unless the Subaltern should require other 
proof either from the past or present history of the lndependants; if so 
be can be supplied with it, both from the friends and foes of the deno• 
mination. 

3. He charges the Missionaries with stirring up their Hottentot 
congregations to insurrection. This is a serious but old and oft-refuted 
charge against the Missionaries of the cross. Those of our readers 
who are familiar with the early history of the church will remember 
that the most violent persecutions against the Christians arose from 
political accusations : it was said they were attempting to subvert the 
state, and to supplant King Cresar by King Jesus. It was the accusation 
against the Lord himself, that He designed to overturn the state; and 
"if they call the Master of the house Beelzebub," bow shall the ser­
vants escape ? The same charge was made against the Missionaries of 
the Western Isles, but not established: it was predicted of Missionaries 
in this country at the commencement of their labours; but where is 
the fulfilment? It was charged on the Missionaries at the Cape, and 
what is the result? After the most patient and impartial investigation 
of the commons of England, the Secretary of state writes, when refer­
ring to the character of the people, in the despatch alluded to, in the 
following strain, which proves the Missiona1;es to be any thing but 
the exciters or advocates of war. 

" I am further constrained to record my dissent from the unfavourahle 
estimate which you have formed of the Caffre character. Referring to the 
great mass of evidence* which it has been my duty to examine, I find it re. 
plete with proofs of a directly opposite tendency. I learn that amongst 
this proscribed race, Christian missionaries have passed many years re­
spected, honoured, and secure. It is placed beyond dispute that at the very 
moment when the countrymen of those missionaries were harassing Caffre. 
land with incessant patrols and commandos, the teachers of religion, rely. 
ing implicitly on the honour and good faith of the tribes, continued to re­
ceive kindness ancl protection. 

" In the midst of all the calamities incident to their situation in our im. 
mediate neighbourhood, the Caffres, uncle1· the guidance of their Christian 
ministers, have built places of public worship ; have formed various congre­
gations of proselytes, or of leamers; have erected school.houses, and sent 
their children thither fo,· instrnction. In the meanwhile no inconsiderRble 
advance has been made in agriculture and in commerce. A trade, various­
ly estimated, but not amounting to less than 30,0001. per annum in the 

• Had the Lieutenant seen and read this ere he sat down to write exc11thedr11? 
He had better lay down his pen and wield hia sword, or confine it at leaat to the 
details of.dinners l>. 111 gourm11nd.-En. 

i y i 
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purchase of Europenn eommodit.ies, h11d been est11.bliMhed on the frontier 
and ns ~rnny ns two hundred British tr11de1-s wei·e living far beyond th~ 
bo11nda1:1~s. of the.colony. protected only by the integl'ity nnd hun1Rnity of 
the 11nc1nl1zed nat1\'es. 
. "_To such ~ people the _character of ' irreclaimable savages' cannot with 
,111~ttce ~e assigned. No1· indeed. C\'en if well fonntied, would this i·eproach 
come with a good grace from us, unless it can be asserte1l that we have, ns 
a Government, fairly "!:ought to the test of expel'iment whethe1· they can 
or cannot be reclaimed. 

~ot to re~t in this, we ask,_ did the authorities at the Cape prove 
their charge? Did they at~empt 1t? The character of the whole govern­
ment rested on this one pomt. The policy of the local govemment wns 
r':probated_ an? impeached by the Missionaries. Were their charges 
d1spr0Hd , \'I ho was recalled ? \Vho were censured for their policy as 
ne,·er were the agents of any former gO\·ernment? The local Govern­
ment or the ?\lissionaries? The !Vlissionaries remain.-The Governor 
returns, laden with silvl'r honours, but with the distingui~hin" note ap­
pended to his name in the history of the Cape colony, that he had 
excited and maintained a sanguinary and unjust war against a barbarous 
people !-'What shnll we think of Lieut. N. P.'s testimony of the warlike 
temper of the Missionaries, on reading the following extract from Lord 
Glenelg's dispatch, from which it would appear that Sir B. D'Urban had 
attempted to persuade bis superiors that the Missionaries, as a body, 
had not only sanctioned but solicited the war? 

" ln your despatch of the 21st of January you observe, that 'all the 
missionaries on the border, men of peace and religion, concur in one opinion 
of the wanton atrocity of the invasion, and of the impossibility of any otbe1· 
remedy than that of the sword.' This statement, however, was evidently 
made under a misapprehension of the real facts of the case. I have before 
me the conclusive proof that the rnissiimaries of the London and Glasgow 
Societies, instead of regarding the invasion as a wnnton and unprovoked act, 
considered it as a natural reaction on the part of the Caffres against a series 
of extreme and intolerable oppressions. So far are they from thinking the 
sword the only remedy, that, on the contrary, they insist, even with 
importunity, on the certain efficacy of other methods, of which kindness, 
conciliation, and justice should form the basis.'' 

4. He charges the Missionaries with the propagating of falsehood 
in England on the subject; and especially charges Dr. Philip, with 
beincr the prince of je.suits, and with prostituting the finest talents to 
the 

0
worst of causes. We should not offer the slightest remark 

011 either the one or the other charge, were it not for the very peculiar 
circumstances into which the Missionaries at the Cape, and especially 
Dr. Philip, have been forced. Calumniated on the spot, and confi­
dent, if they were not heard in a place where justice could be obtain­
ed, that the aborigines mu;,t be exterminated as well as oppressed, they 
weut to England. and laid their ~tatements, through Dr. Philip in 
the first instance, before a torv administration ; and such was the 
effect of their reports, never officially contradicted, that the then 
Governor was recalled, and rnearnres adopted for the effectual ameliora­
tion of the condition of the aboriginee. That was by a tory ad­
rmu1stration. The evils however continued to exist, and the oppres­
sions to increase, until the poor people burst forth in all the horrors of 
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predntory wnrfnre to avenge their wrong•. Previously to this the 
Missionaries, living amongst the people and knowing the state of feel­
ing, had not failed to predict to the Local Authorities what must be 
the result of their policy ;-they were not li~tened to, and the conse­
quence was a furious and hloody war. We shall uot now enter into 
the causes of that war; it will form R distinct item in connection 
with the historical part of the Subaltern's work; but suffice it here 
tb say that Dr. Philip never made either his intentions, charges or 
proofs, secret; they were futly lcnown at the Cape. He sailed in the 
broad day to Europe, for the express purpose of vindicating himself and 
brethren at the expense of the Local Government. Did he first tell the 
wrongs of the ab,:irigines to the audiences at Manchester and Sheffeld? 
No, He told them deliberately and calmly, corroborated by the concur­
rent testimony of the witnesses he had brought with him, and of others 
on the spot; and in the absence of any satisfactory justification of their 
conduct by the Cape authorities, (their own statements rather con­
firming than otherwise the representations of the Missionaries,) the 
Secretary of the colonies addressed such a letter to the Governor of 
the Cape, as we should never wish to see addressed to any man with 
whom we were on terms of friendship. We quote one passage from it 
which refers to Dr. Philip's straii;htforward conduct at the Cape, and 
to the strange equivocation of the government on tne subject. 

"In your despatch of the ~lst of January, you denounce the irruption 
of the Cnffl'es as inexcusable, for a reason which you assign in the fol101Ving 
terms:-' I was in special negotiation with them for a new, and to them, a 
very advantageous, order of relations, into the details of which Dr. Phi­
li11, chief of the London mission, bad personallr, as well as by bis mission­
aries living among them, entered fully with them, as lately as October 183t, 
with which they had expl'essed their satisfaction.' 

"It is no impeachment of your habitual accuracy to say, that you have 
inadvertently fallen into a misconc~ption of the facts of this part of the 
transactions under review. I have befo1·e me evidence the most conclusive, 
to shew that DI'. Philip did not, eithel' in his own person, or th1·ougb the 
agency of any other of the missionaries of his society, make those commu­
nications to the Caffre chief, with which you state him to be charged by 
you. Whether he misunderstood youl' instructions, or whatever circum­
stance may have occasioned it, of the fact itself there can be no doubt. He 
neither negotiated as the 11gent of the local government with the Caffres, 
nor even delivered any message from you to the chief. \\re m·e, therefore, 
not entitled to impute to the Caffres the fault of having burst into the 
colony regal'dless of the obligations to forbearance imposed upon them 
by the pendency of such negotions as you have mentioned." 

Who is the Jesuit here ? As further proof of the Lieutenant's inaccu­
racy in reference to the slaughter of character in this passage, we may 
observe, en passant, that Dr. Philip, is not a showy speaker ;-he is 
a solid but a powerful pleader; and who, gifted with such talents U!i 

he possesses end with such a cause, could be calm ? 
With Mr. Read we ha"e no acqunintance beyond that connected 

with the history of his wrongs ; and we suspect had the Subaltern as 
much cause for complni11t as Mr. Read, he would have made up in 
1trength what he omitted in elegnnce.-The Caffre chief Tzatzoe 
designated by the author, " a Caffr@ fugitive and deserter," is a 
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free m11n, 11. man robbed of his hereditary possessions by colonial 
cupidity. He was not smuggled out of the colonv bv the Missionaries: 
there was no need for such conduct : he was a ·free man, injured in a 
free colony, more free to remain at the Cape than the author. He had 
no masters east :-he left the colony in open day, and returned to it na 
openly.-Though we are confident Dr. Philip's intellectual, moral, and 
religious character needs no advocacy of ours, yet as we have quoted 
the calumny of one officer in the company's service, we may be' for­
given for quoting the opinions of another on the opposite side. 

Capt. Fawcett remarks, after hearing Dr. Philip preach, that " There 
'INls n boldness and manliness in his style, and an unction nnd impressiveness 
in his observations and appeals, that very much charmed me. Towm·d the 
close of his sermon he spoke to this effect.-' My friends, I have to ask you 
whether we are in the perilous dnys of which the Apostle here speaks. It 
will be well for us to make the inquiry. Paul here says, that in the latter 
day~ of the church a body of men shall arise who shall be lovers of their 
o..-nseh•es, but having a form of godliness : covetous, but with a form of 
godliness; boasters, proud, but very religious people ; blasphemers, disobe­
dient to parents, but n church.going people; unthankful, unholy, but hav­
ing this form of godliness; without natural nlfection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, but very religious men ; incontinent, fierce, despise1·s of those 
that are good, but ..-ith this form of godliness ; traitors, heady, high.mind. 
ed, lm·ers of pleasure more than lovers of God,-having afo1·m of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof. From such turn away.' I was resolved 
on forming his acquaintance, and called to pay my respects to him; and, if 
he had gained my heart by what I saw of him in the pulpit, this was more 
confirmed by the fascination of personal and private intercourse. I found 
him a nrnn of large and enlightened views, and was particularly pleased 
,irith that part of his conversation which turned on the great and good men 
of mv own countrv. I had heard of them, or read their works, before, and 
could not fail to admire them ; but the special_ incidents and traits of cha­
racter which he brought forward in connexion with them, threw a new charm 
end a new light, on their attractive excellences." 

Irrespective of the question in dispute, we have here the testimony 
of a man who knew Philip intimately, confronting one who perhaps 
ne'"er saw or heard the man he calumniates. We give him all the be­
nefit of the comparison. This ~econd visit to England issued in the 
recal of a second Governor, by a whig government. Surely the state 
of things must have been very paradisiacal to have induced both a 
whig and tory administration to listen to a despised and calumniat­
ed Missionary, and, on his testimony, merely recal two Gover­
nors-the one a noble, the other a knight!! Now it was after these 
statements had been made before the highest tribunal, and been dis­
posed of, and in order to excite religious sympathy and prayer for 
Africa, that the " showy" speeches were made at Manchester and 
Sheffield. It was not with a view to give a political bias to the views 
of any man : this would have been useless ; for, unfortunately for the 
colonies, they possess with all their power and oppressions but too 
small a share in the feelings of the British people tu influence them very 
materiallv in the selection of their representative!. A local cess would 
have much more interest with them than the Indian pilgrim tax, or a 
district affray than the Caffre war. 
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There is one thing connected with this subject which affects the 
cl111rncter of the Missionaries, and which we are not willing to pass 
over in ~ilence. We refer to the apparently political character which the 
Miesionnries of the London Society have assumed at the Cape. That 
character.however much they may di!!like it has been forced upon them: 
it is not a political character c,f whig, or tory, or radical, but a political 
chriracter on one topic, the liberty of mankind. The Missionaries, after 
labouring in Africa for some years, were blessed with converts; these 

• converts in common with other natives are oppressed; the Mi~siona­
ries felt it their duty to shield and protect their flocks, and the repre­
sentation of their wrougs, involved the advocacy of the whole injured 
population. Thus have the Baptists and Wesleyans become political 
in the West Indies, and thus would the Missionaries become political 
in this country, if the question of the goverment connection with ido­
latry, say, or the question of marriage amongst native converts, should 
be conducted in such a spirit as would oblige them to appeal from 
India to that land where no cry is heard in vain. It is on one point 
and one alone, that missionaries can be political. There may, and 
must be details, but the cause is one,-the freedom, civil and reli­
gious, of the human family. There is one expression in the singu­
lar tirade of Lieut. N. P. which calls for the especial notice of our 
readers. " But it rested with two classes to e:rhihit a dark contrast to 
the above christian-like conduct, &c." Being in some measure ac­
quainted with the transactions of the Cape government we did mo~t 
eagerly search the pages of Lieut. N. P. for a record of this mo~t 
Christian conduct, and-will our readers believe in what it consist­
ed ?-we let him tell his tale himself: it was that 

"In consl'quence of this irruption of the Kalirs, troops we-re brought from­
Cape Town (for the1·e were only 700 men on the frontier!) The inhabi. 
tants of the Colony were armed, Kajfrl,md invaded, and the enemy, "fie,· a 
ve1·y hm·assing wm:fare, brought to st1e fo1· peace, which was granted them 
by the Governor, Sir B. D' Urban, on the followjng terms; namely, th,,t 
they ihould restore 50,000 head of cnttle, 1000 hol'Ses, and give up the 
musquets they had got f1·om the Colony ! ! ! It was also found necessarv to 
g11a1·,l against the possible recurrence of such an irruption, by taking from 
the Kafirs the territory between the Keiskamma and Kei rivers, which 
afforded the nearest eligible line of frontier and the only tenable one. 
Subsequently however many of the Kafir tribes requested they might be 
re.admitted to those lands and acknowledged as subjects of His Britannic 
Majesty, which was accordingly done, and every thing promised fair fo1· 
a continuance of peace and the gradual civilization of the Kalirs, whos• 
character must by this time be sufficiently apparent to my readers.''-

Had even this been the real case, it would have been comparati1!'e 
mercy when contrasted with the actual state of things-heavenly 
when compared with Sir B. D'Urban's official account of the matter, 
which we give in order ta afford an additional opportunity of judging 
of the whole affair. 

" In the course of the Commissioners' progress in the census of the 
tribes of Gaika and T'Slambie, they have ascert11ined th>it their loss during 
our operations against tnem, has amounted to 4.,000 of their warriors or 
fiihtiug meu, 1111<.I among thlim many i:aptains. Ours, fortunately, h.i:i 11Qt 



340 Colonizalio,i and Missions-Africa. [JUNE, 

in the whole nmounted to 100, nnd of these only two officers. There have 
been tnken from them nlso, besides the conquest and nlienntion of thch· 
c.ountry, nbout 60,000 hend of cattle, almost nil their g·oats, thei1· habitn­
tions nre every where destroyed, and their gardens and com-fields lnid 
waste.,. They have, the1·efore, been chastised, not extremely, but suffici­
ently. 

"Amongst many passages illustrative of the manner in which the wnr wns 
<'Onducted hy the British troops, J select fo1· illusti·ation the following, from 
R letter addressed by Colonel Smith to yourself on the 11th of June. • The 
enemy, nlthough his traces were numerous, fled so rnpidly, that few were 
killed, and only three shots fired at the trnops. The whole of the country 
has been most thoroughly traversed ; upwards of 1,200 huts, new and old 
have been burnt; immense stores of corn in e,•ery dii·ection destroyed; 215 
head of cat~le of all sorts capt!1rnd; several horses, and neal'iy 2,000 goats, 
ha,·e fallen into our hands. 1 he women were vel'\' numerous • and I there. 
fore caused them to he amply supplied with beef ~ml biscuit, 'and dismissed 
them with the assurance that the ah·ocities of thei1· husbands had made them 
forfeit their homes, Rnd that they must move over the l{ye, They all 
stated that they were anxious to do so. It is most gratifying to know that 
the savages being the unprovoked aggressors, have brnught down all 
the misery with which they are now visited upon the heads of themselves 
and their families; and that the great tlay of reti·ibution, and the punish­
ment of the unprovoked atrocities committed by these mu1·del'ous sa,•aves 
on our colonists, had arrived.' " 

0 

As nothing we could say could possibly brand, with the infamy it 
clesenes, such inhuman conduct better than Lord Glenelg's own com­
ment, we quote it entire. 

"Reading those statements at this distance from the scene of action, I 
must own that I am affected by them in a manner the most remote from 
that which the writer contemplated. In the civilized warfare of Eu1·ope, 
this desolation of an enemy's country, not in aid of any military opera­
tions, nor for the security of the invading force, but simply and confessedly 
as an act of vengeance, has rarely occurred, and the occurrence of it has 
been invariably followed by universal reprobation. I doubt, indeed, whe­
ther the history of modern Europe affords an example even of a single 
case, in which, without some better pretext than that of mere retribution, 
any invaded people were ever subjected to the calamities which Colonel 
Smith here describes : the loss of their food, the spoiling of their cattle, 
the burning of their dwellings; the expulsion of theh- wives and families 
from their homes, the confiscation of theil- property, and the forfeiture of 
their native country. J am, of course, aware that the laws of civilized 
natioos cannot be rigidly applied in our contests with barbarous men ; for 
tJ.ose laws pre-suppose a reciprocity, which cannot subsist between parties 
of whom the one is ignorant of the usages, maxims, and religion of the 
other. But the great principles of morality are of immutable ancl univer­
sal obligation, and from them are deduced the laws of war, Of these laws 
the first and cardinal rule relating to a state of hostility is, that the 
belligerent must inflict no injury on his enemy which is not indispensably 
requisite to ensure the safety of him by whom it is inflicted, or to promote 
the attainment of the legitimate ends of the warfare. Whether we contend 
with a civilized or a barbarous enemy, the gratuitous aggrnvation of the 
horrors of war, on the plea of vengeance or retl'ibution, or on any simila1· 
rrounds, is alike indefensible . 

., I am bound to reco1·d the very deep regret with which I have perused 
this pWisage. In a coutlict between 1·egular troops and hordes of ba1·ba-
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1·011s men, it is almost R matter of courRe that there should Pxist an enor­
mous disproportion between the loRs of life on either side. But to consign 
All entire country to desolation, 1111d R wh'lle people to famine, is au aggra­
vation of the necessnry horrors of war, so repugnant to every just feeling 
und HO totally at vnriance with the 1,abitR of civilized nations, that I should 
not he justified in receiving such a Rtatement without calling upon you 
for further explanations. The honor of the British name is deeply inter­
ested in obtaining and giving pnhlicity to the proof. ~hat the sa_fety _of_the 
KinK's Rubjects really demanded so fearful an exercise of the 1rres1st1ble 
powers of His Mujesty's forces." 

If this was the christianity of the Cape Government-if these were 
its acts of clemency-if these its exhibitions of mercy-what must have 
been its acts of retribution, its displays of penal power, its days of 
chastisement and oppression ? What they were, let the sighs of the 
widow, the cries of the orphan, the wailings of the destitute, the bl()od 
of the brave Hintza and his companions-let these tell the amount of 
suffering, oppression, and wrong, which have been heaped upon the 
ahorigines of South Africa by a professedly Christian Government. 

rp,11.0,. 

IV.-Chapte1· of Correspondence. 

),-NATIVE COMMENTARIES-ROMAN CHARACTER. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer, 
Mv DEAR FRIENDS, 

Among the various departments of labour which press upon the attention 
of Christians in this country, the1·e is one which, in my view, begins to 
1·equire more attention. 

It is the pi·epm·ation of suitable Commentaries for the help of Native 
preachers and cntechists, &c. It is generally felt, yet I think it needs to be 
more strongly felt, that Native preachers form one of the most important 
agencies that we have, for giving currency to Christianity in this country. 
Now this instrumentality never can be brought to bear with any thing 
like its natural power until such helps are brought within the reach of this 
class. In the p1·esent state of things Native p1·eachers are very importarit 
auxilial'ies, But they have generally no means of storing their minds with 
such knowledge of the Bible as will give fulness, anti depth, and solidity to 
their religious instructions, nor such as will gh·e full development to their 
own piety. They genernlly become very familiar with the methods pur­
sued by Musalmans and Hindus in opposing the Bible, and acquire e.x­
pertness in replying to their objections, hut then thei1· own minds remain 
empty-void of that knowledge which would produce a vigorou~ growth of 
Christianity around them. It is tl'Ue that Native preachers are generally 
in the i111mediate neighbourhood of some Missiona1·y or other person capa­
ble of giving them instructions. But a :\-lissionary seldom feels that he has 
time to spend iu giving that foll and copious knowledge of the Scripture 
history, gPogrnphy, manners and customs of the times, character of the 
then popular 6ystems of idolatry, &c. &c. which the other ought to pos­
sess. Aud if he ,toes take the time for this, there is a great waste of power; 
fo1· if he would appropriate about the same amount of time that is necessa.. 
ry to instruct one, he could prepare a well adapted commentary that would 
furni~h the menus of self-instruction to hundreds. Besides, if he sit dowa 

Vll. Q z 
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with on!' Rnrl instruct him folly in these important mattere, he makee him 
" mf're passive recipi<'nt of knowl!'dge; on the contmry, if he put R volume 
into his l111nrl. wl,ich ,li~cnsses these anrl furnishes a sh•rehou~e for him, it 
!!·i,·ps elasticit)' 11n<l enlargement to his mind. He then feels that he hns 
in his <>wn ).,,nrls the mNms of self-improvenl1'11t, of employing usefully his 
leisure l1<>nrs. and of gi,·ing more fulness a1ul force to his prenching to 
oth!'rs. If tlwJ· possesserl these means they wonld he so much moni ahle 
to edify ann loring forwnrn the dwarfish and almost famished specimenR 
of Christianit1· which 11-":,ther around them. ::'llow this work of preparing 
s11ch a <'0mment:,ry would, in the hands of an individual, he very lahorious. 
But if :in arrnngement werc ent!'red into by a number of inrlividuals who 
ere qualifiPd for such a work, and each one take a part, somewhat after the 
!'>:ample of the different parties who prppared the current English trans­
lation of the Bible, the lahonr of each indh·idual woulil not be great-the 
time nrul lahour would not he much greater than each one ought to give to 
the instructing of the Nati,·e preacher or catechist, who is in R measu,·e 
dependant on him ; and the result of these combined labours would, in the 
cour~e of a few years, furnish Native preachers and Native chl'istians with 
much inv11lnable assistance. 

I N'joice to know that the Re,·. Mr. ~'ilkinson has prepared a commen­
tary on Genesis, and hope that that work will soon shew the importance 
of ha,·ing others of the same kind embracing all the other pa1·ts of the 
Bible. 

The details of such an arrangement will have to he suggested when it 
slrnll he ascertained whether the public mind is ripe for such an under­
taking. 

The consideration of tl,is snhject throws the mind almost instinctively 
on another question of immeasurable importance, and of great perplexity, 
i. e. in what character should such II work be published? If the views of 
,·our friend "C1Nsl!RENs1s" in the Fehruarv No. of tl1e ObsertJer be cor. 
~ect, then this work ought to be published in the Bengali and Nagari and 
l'e,·sirm characters. But if otherwise, then such a work might be published 
with l!"reat 11dv11ntage in the Roman character. Let us compare the refa­
ti,-e econom.1/ in the use ufthese respt-ctive cha,·acters; and economy, in a 
couutn- like this, and for the use of so many generations of men as we sup. 
1iose will live after us, is 110 uuimportant consideration. ,ve see that the 
whole Bible and Testament can be printed in the Roman character, and 
boun<l in one convenie11t pocket volume, and be perfectly distinct and legi. 
ble. \-Vht'rea•, with the best improvement of Nagari types, the sin,i;le part 
of the Old Test,,ment which has been publishfd, fills a large unwieldy vo­
lume. The :Bible complete, then, will fill at the least three large volumes; 
and the H<mP, in the Persian ch,,racter, still larger. Now, suppose a Native 
preacher he e,·,.n ahle to purcl,ase a whole Bible; when he goes out to 
preach l,e will of course desire to have the whole of that blessed volume, 
wl,icl, is his treasure-house, with him. Then he must fill his m·ms or load 
a serv:rnt to cany it for him, or do without; when, in the other chm·acter, 
he could carry it in his pocket without parade or trouble. Henry's or 
Scott's Commentary in the Roman clrnracte1·, forms six pretty la1·ge vo. 
lunoes. Jn either of the ethercl,aracters it would make,at the very least, 
18 or perhaps more very large volumes. Then to procure a Bible and a 
single C<on,mentary, the Native preacher must purchase at least 21 large 
and expensive volumes !-and where is he to get the means? Now sup­
pose that Chri~tia11ity had made a little further advance in this counta·y, 
aud the Native preacher will need to h11ve Ids library furnished at le118t 
with such works ad the following; viz. "Horne's lntl'O,luction," which 
will be, in thlii character, 12 large volumes;" Mosheim'e Church History," 
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which will be 18 large volumes; "Rollin's Ancient History," which will 
be ahout 24- volumes; "Gibbon's Decline and Fall," &c. ahout 9 volumes; 
"Russl'l's Morlern Europe," 9 or 12 volumes. Here then I h;.ve enurile­
rnted but a few of th1> works tliat go to form the very elements of such a 
librnry us should he in the house of every preacher of the Gospel, anrl we 
have nn al'l'ay of 03 volumes, and all large and experisive volumes. Now 
suppose we ncld what he ought to have in the wa_v of Bihlical criticism, 
workH of practical piety, and a few miscellaneous volumes, it would swell 
the list to at least anothe1· 100 volumes. And I have specified only one 
class of Natives, because that clnss seems to require nttention first. B11t 
how many others a1·e to be supplied. Look at any of the large towns in 
England, and see how many other private libraries there at·e besides those 
which belong to the clergy of the place. As many for each of the large 
towns of equal size in this country will be needed. Now to furnish such 
lib1·a1·ies for the families of Hindustan, who will estimate the difference in 
the expense, if they ha,·e to he in the Persian or N agari character, or in 
both? • And for the generations that are to follow us throughout all time, 
if we shall entail on them the necessity of purchasing all their librarie, in 
a large and cumbrous charactel' ;-and when viewed in all its hearings on 
the future pl'ospects of India-who will tell us how much the difference in 
the economy of the two systems is short of infinite? Viewed in this single 
aspect this subject is vastly impol'tant; fo1· the mass of the people are a 
poor people, and in despite of all 0111· effoi·ts will continue to be a poor peo­
ple, at least till knowledge shall be made cheap and attai11able bv the 
common people". W. 

Allahabad, Feb. 27th, 1838. 

2,-" B." AND " CINSURENSIS" ON TBE COMPARISON OF EASTERN L.1N­
GUAGES. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I perceive in the February number of your work the remarks of" Crn­
Sl'RENSis" on an article, in a previous 1111mbe1·, ou the Comparison of lndo­
Chinese languages. The write1· has manifested a spirit of perfect candour 
and fairness, and I doubt not that his statements in regard to the Bengali 
language are fully correct, Cinsul'ensis has advertecl to several errors 
which he supposed me to have made in the article upon which he remarks; 
but among the inaccurncies which he has mentioned, I fin.! only one wl,icb. 
can be considered such, viz. that I applied the epithet '· peculiar" to that 
featul'e of the A'.slimese language which requires a different pronoun i11 the 
second person, according as the speaker is superio1· or inferior to the per­
Eon addressed. This, however, was said without any reference to the 
Bengali; nor had I ·any means of ascertaining whether this feature was a 
characteristic of that language or not. 

C1NsURENs1s says further-" The.comparison of adjectives in Bengali is 
effected by a similar process to that e1·ro11eously state,! to be peculiar to 
the A'.samese." The pl'ocess by which A'.samese adjectives al'e compared, 
was not stated in the " Comparison, &c." to be " peculiar to the A'.samese." 

• Our Correspondent W. will perceive that we have omitted the concluding por­
tion of his letter, for reasons which, on .-ellection, he will himself, we doubt not, 11p­
prnve, We nre most desirous that our pages should not contain ooy thing tb.at either 
is or might be deemed pe,·sonal and which could only give rise to painful nod unpro­
fitable controversy, If W. will divest bis argument of every thing of this tendeucy, 
we shall rendily give it room in a subsequc11t uumber.-En. 

lez~ 
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He again ~•ys-" Also whet ere terme<l in the' Cnmpnrison, &c.' numeral 
affixes. are of ordinn1·y use in Bengsli; so that the :rnalogy of the two 
langua1res is mnch closer than supposed in the 'Comparison.' " Nothing 
was said in the •• Compnrison" intimating that numernl affixes were ape­
culiaritr of the A'.samese. 

'· Ali the other grammatical minutim particularized," he observes, 
"equally apply," to the Bengali. He has, howe,•er, himself Hlforded us 
one instance of material dissimilarity, l'iz. in the tkird person of the verb, 
which is 1·aried in the Bengali to denote the superiority or inferiority of 
the person spoken of. 

C1:-si.:nE:ss1s appears to lahour under the error of supposing that the 
remarks in the "Comparison, &c." on the grammRtical construction of the 
A'.~amese langun1sP, were made for the pur110se of showing ns great II di~­
tinctinn as possible between that and the Bengali; an object the farthest 
from the writer's aim. The grammatical characteristics of the A'.samese 
noticed i11 the "Compiu-ison," were not set in contrast with those of the 
Benglili, inasmuch as no such notices of the latter langwage were made. 
~ot ha,·ing a knowledge of that language, it was not part of my under. 
t.akin!,!' to give a synopsis of its grammar. The list of Bengali words [ 
copied from two or three 1•ocahularies and dictionaries, taking what appear­
ed, from them all. to he the primary and most common terms to denote the 
n1rio11s objects specified in the list. It was foreign to the design of the 
Yocal,ulary to insert columns of secondary and synonymous words in the 
Yarious la11g11~es. Snch a compilation, embracing all the secondary terms, 
and all "ords transferred from one language to another, though with some 
changes of meaning, would he highly desirable; but it will at once he 
seen that it would hal'e been impracticable on the limited plan of t.he 
"Comparati 1·e Vocahuhiry." An inl'estigation of this kind would do!llit. 
less increase the similarity apparent between any other two.languages of 
the Vocabulary, in as great a proportion as it does that of the Be11gali and 
Asamese. It would not however furnish a fair specimen of the real resem­
blance of any two languages, as actually spoken or written. The proper 
method to ascertain this, would be to compare specimens of Scripture, or 
other works, faithfully translated into each language ; where the discre­
pancies, not only of common words, but of all particles, .prefixes, and affixes, 
"ith the differences of idiom and construction, would he manifest at a 
glance. This ,rnuld show a very different result from th11t obtained hy 
the comparison ofa few oftbe most common terms, as m,rn, horse, dog, cat, 
&c. which, in languages of a common origin, are almost sure to he alike. 

The latter part of C1NSURENS1s·s article is devoted to the discussion of 
the Romanizing system. His arguments on this subject I have no design 
to controvert; but will only observe that the great folly of the Rom11nizers 
which he has undert11ke11 to expose, and which he propost!s to de,luce 
from the "Corn1,1arison, &c." is not to be found there. My words were, 
"that the Roman character is adequate to express every sound of the 
human voice, and is well fitted to be the ,nitten representative of all 
)anguages." "This assertion," says C1Nsuai.:Ns1s, "involves a negation of 
such adequacy and fitness to all other characters." But this inference is 
a mere gratuity (gratuitous assertion?) In predicating such adequacy of 
the Roman character, I neither assert or deny, that there are other systems, 
whicl, might be rendered adequate to express the same variety of sounds. 
It has often heen said that the Roman character is inadequate to the ex­
pression of the oriental languages. It was sufficient to my purpose to affirm 
that it was adequate~ without asserting either the adequacy 01· i11adequ11cy of 
any other set of characters. I might, indeed, and I apprehend with safety, 
cl,allenge Cineurensis to produce any existing alphabet, which, with what-
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ever modifications, would be flR well fitte,1 as the RomRn "to be the written 
represent11tive of 1111 lnnguages," or which, waiviug comparison, could PVf'll 

be pronounced "111ell fitted" for such a purpose; hut RS I h;,ve no wish to 
entl'r upon n diecussion of this point, I content myself with defending my 
former statement, which Appears to me perfectly intelligihle anrl corrP1·t, 
1111d certninly conveyed no intimation that other alphabets were i11r,11p,,bfe 
of heing so modifier( and enlarged as to express the sounds of any or every 
l11ng11age. It is therefo1·e a mere waste of ];,hour to prove that" any ex­
isting Rlphahet, or any newly invented symboJ9 whatPver," hy "the pro­
cess of omission and of rliacritical distinction," woul<l he "adequate to 
express every sound of the human voice,"-a proposition which could not 
possibly he disputed hv any one, 

"Let not any," ~ays C1N~URENSIS, "he misled by the fallaciou• mrstili­
cation of a plain question, in which the sanguine advocates of the Rnman­
izing system have indulged and do yet indulge. It is of course a suhse­
quent question what alphabet may be made applicable to express the sou11ds 
of the Indian languages with the fewest, simplest, and most efft>cti,·e mo­
difications; but the p1·irrut1·y one, as to the capability of any set of characters 
to receive an arbitrary assignment tn the office of representing any variety 
of sound whatever, is that which has been, in our judgment, so mischiev­
ously mystified." 

What is here called the "sub~equent question" is most umiouhtedly 
the question, so far as it regards Romanizing; and it may well excite our 
surprise that any of its advocates should have engaged in an argument on 
the other qut>stion, whether the Roman is the only alphahet capable of 
being so modifier! as to express the sounds of any given languaj!e. "\-Vho­
ever· may have broached this i,lea, it is certainly not to he gathered from 
the article upon which Crnsun~Ns1s has animadverted. 

Yours, &c. 
B. 

The Post.scriptum to the preceding letter, having no bearing upon the 
question at issue, and reflecting on the procedure of a contemporary upon 
whose editorial unfairness or impartiality it is not our provinl'e to pass a 
judgment, we have suppressed. \,Ve have subjoined the reply of C1Nsu­
RENs1s; which, if we mistake not, will fully satisfy our excellent friend 
and correspondent B, that his forme1· l'emarks were somewhat misappre­
hended.-Eo. C. C. 0. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Any l'emarks of so intelligent nnd ahle a writer as the author of the 
"Comparison of Indo.Chinese languages," must always command consi­
deration. As an opponent he is at once too bouorable, and too courteous, 
to be met otherwise than with respect. I am happy in believing that the 
rema1·ks to which I now rnply have been penucd, in g1·eat measure, under 
a misapprehension. 

"B." has most courteously admitted me to have manifest<Jd in my form­
er pape1·, "a spil'it of perfect cnndour and fttir11ess," I trust to secure, i11 
those now offel'ed, a continuance of his favourable opinion, the mo1·e grati. 
fying because felt to be not undeserved. 

And, in the outset, let me entil'ely disclaim the remotest intention to 
assume a hostile position "'ith regal'd to "B." In my formt>r paper I 
stated, distinctly enough methinks, whRt my design really was, "simply 
and in good fuith to throw in my mite of aid, to the tlxcellent iudividu;,l 
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,rho furnished the compAl'ison, in his useful im·estigations, as well as to 
draw the attention of othe1·s to the suhject .. " 

Now I knew of course, that "D," from his position, must nece~sarily he 
cut off from the fullest soul'ces of information with 1·eg11l'd to the language 
of this pro\'ince; nod therefore conceived, as I stated, that "he would be 
glad to obtain the Bengali forms" with which my paper furnished him, aa 
well as with the notices of grammatical peculiaritie~ that followed. In re­
lation to thost> forms, " B." says that " it was foreign to the design of his 
,·ocab11la1T to insert columns of secondan· and svno111•mous words, &c." 
Yet, had 

0

he not himself inserted some inch, and tl;at too in the very 
column in question, the Bengali? And, in fact, if the "compa1·ison" had 
any purpose of utility to serve, if it were indeed designed to shew the 
comparative affinities of the languages of which specimens wel'e given, how 
could it be '' foreign," or otherwise than most germane an,1 essential to 
the design of the "ocahulal'y, to insert those forms, be they first 01· second­
ary. on which must necessarily hang the decision of the entire question 
of the di,tlectic affinities pl'Ofessed to be under exhibition ? Over and above 
the flue Bengali synonyms given by "B." himself, I furnished him with 
,eoenteen other synonyms and with seventeen secondary forms besides, i. e. 
provincial or colloquial variations of primitives, inserted in his list. No1v 
it so happens that, in nearly the whole of those 34. instances, the synony­
mous or secondar1• forms are precisely those most cunent in the spoken 
language of Bengal, and consPquently those which most clearly illustrate its 
affinit_v with the Assamese. How then, could that affinity have been either 
shewn or dispro,,ed, without taking them into the estimate? By means of 
them I established that instead of six-tenths, above ei!fht-tenths of the 
60 words included in the vocabulary, was the real pl'Oportion of terms 
common to the two dialects. 

Again, as to the grammatical items-" B." says that "among the inac­
curacies which C1N,URENSIS has mentioned," he finds "only one that can 
be considered such, >'iz. that he (B.) had applied the epithet 'peculiar' to 
that part of the Assamese language (Grammar?) which requires a different 
pronoun in the second person, &c. This was said, howevt!r, without any 
reference to the Bengali." 

If" B." will kindly refer back to the "Comparison," p. 24-, § 1, he will 
:find that after stating the "erbal affinity of the Assame~e to Bengali, to be 
such, as drawn from the table, that above six-tenths of the most common 
words were identical, "he adds,"-" the gmmmatical peculiai·ities of the two 
languages are considerably unlike;" following which assertion, come the 
specifications of supposed Assamese peculiarities, which l rE"marked were in 
reality not such, belonging equally to the Bengali. If then, with each spe­
cification subsequent to this general heading, as it were, the same epithet 
of " peculiar" was not introduced, was therefore the inference the les!il 
legitimate and unavoidable that all were equally "grammatical peculiari­
ties considerably unlike'?" How could I, 01· any reader, even imagine such 
specifications so strung together under such a heading, to have been "made 
without any reference to the Bengali?" 

But " B." quotes me as as!erting that "all the grammatical minutia 
particularized apply equally to Bengali; and says thereon, "He (CINsu­
BENSI~), has however himself afforded us one instance of material dissimila­
rity, viz. in the 3rd person of the uerb, which is varied in Bengali to denote 
the superiority or inferiority of the person spoken of." It surprizes 
me, I confess, that a dissimilarity which I myself observed, and which was 
of course wt" one of the minutiai particularized" as alike, should be brought 
forward to shew an inconsistency in my argument. I appeal to " B." himself 
whether the oversight does not rest with him, not with me. J asserted, not 
that there were no diisimilarities, for I myself adduced this as one-but 
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1 showed, ns wp]I from severnl instHnces of what were in " B.'s" pnper er­
l'Olleously stnted ns pcculinrities in Assamese, as from the seconrlary forms of 
words. that the 1111alogy of the two IRnguages was much closer than sup­
poserl in the " Cornpal"ison.'' 

I l,avo thus, J trust, set mysrlf right with my Hhle opponent, and shewn 
that if any p111·t of his argument has been misapprehenrlerl, whether by me 
or others, it l111s been unHvnillahly so misapprehenderl, in consequence 
hoth of his own expression and his arrangement of hi~ matter; yet further, 
that }iis present letter has in no way shewn that there really haa heen 
any misapprehension; while, on the other hand, he has, notwithstanding my 
direct assurance, altogether rni~taken the purpose of my former remarks 
ns hostile, instead of iiuxiliary, to his design. "It has been thought advi_ 
sal,lc to give specimens, &c." he wrote in his first paper, "hoping that 
others may be induced to extend the comparison." This hope so expressed 
it was my wish nnd aim to meet, in the extension of the vocabulary, not 
Indeed "in anothe1· language," hut in one of those already but incomplete­
ly exemplified. And " B." will credit the assurance that I never for one 
moment contemplated the possible supposition on his part that my remarks 
were othe1· than those of a friend and fellow-labourer, and such as therefore 
I might sincerely, as I did, request him "to take in good part." 

The second portion of" B.'s" letter regards romnnization. On this let 
me assure him, that my fo1·mer remarks on this head, to which an expression 
in his paper furnished me merely with a text, referred I may say perhaps 
to any one rather than himself; certainly were directed mainly against 
some thorough.going advocates of indiscriminate 1"0manizing on this side 
the Bay of Bengal. 

I admit cheerfully, what I never denied, that "B." bas not, in so many 
words, contended for the exclusive fitness of the Roman alphabet "to be 
the written representative of all languages;" but att are not so moderate 
or so pn1dent as himself; many are ready ' lo go any length' in the 
patronag·e of a favourite theory, though the1·eby 6nly weakening the very 
cause they pl"Oft!ss to advocate. If, therefore, only to prevent the misap­
plication of his language to support extra.romanization propensities, I was 
bound to shew that there was, even in his own cautious phraseology as it 
would su1·ely he interpreted hy runny, an essential fallacy. And so surely 
does it exist, that e,•en "B." himself, candid and honorable as he is, is 
compelled, unconsciously to himself, no doubt, to shift his ground and vary 
his actunl position in order to make out his own argument, though therein, 
by a species of literary felo.rle-se, he only the more effectually overturns it. 
He says, "It has often been said the Roman characte1· is -inadequate to the 
expression of the oriental languages. It was sufficient to my purpose to 
affirm that it wa..~ adequate.'' Yet following this he writes-" I might 
indeed challenge C1NsURENSIS to pl"Oduce any existing alphabet which, with 
whatever modifications, would be as well fitted as the Roman to be the 
written representative of all languages.'' Thus, from a question of adequacy 
going over to one of fitness, g1·eater or less! "B.'' 11111st be reminded that 
adequacy, aR fa1· at least as my argument went, is not hy any means synony­
mous with fitness : this must be d,•termined by many considerations of a 
wholly different nature from voc11l e;1,•te11sio11, which is the grammatical senss 
of atleqnateness, as used hy me. The two must not be confounded. " B.'' 
himself ex111·essly admits that he does" neither assert nor deny that there 
nre other systems which mi_ql,t be rendered adequate to express the same 
variety of sounds," as the Homan charncter. In fact a character may be, 
till modified, very inadequate, and yet, from entirely othe1· considerations, 
well fitted to be applied to the expression of the sounds of a langua!!'e ; as 
e. g. of the dialects of the South Seas and others, hitherto unwritten-110 
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mRy it, on the other hRnd, be qnite ndequnte to the utterance of the aounds 
of Rny 1,ri1·en IRn1f1111ge Rn<l yet not so well fitte<l to thr pul'pose; e.1,r. to super. 
sede e1·en a much le.~s adequate charnctt>r that may hal'e once got into nse, 
the di.< us~e of which mi1rht he ntte111lPd with far more sel'ions mischiefs than 
Rnr benefit from the intro<luction of a more philorn11hicnl nlphnhct should 
f'ounterbahrnce. '"rho c~n point out R mo,·e ina<lequate chiiracter tl11111 the 
Roman to expre~s the current ~ounds of our native English? yet who woul,1 
1·enture irr1n-ely to propose the in,·ention or mut nation of R 1mbstitnte, how­
e1•t>r excellentl1· well-fitted, arnwing nny· the smallest pel'suasion that would 
be listenerl to ? 

I have prol'ed the inadequ~cy of the Roman alplrnhet to be npplied to 
the ,critten l:in,g-1114?es of Asia: in doing so I ha,·e, by inference also and 
incident;illy, shewn its 1111jih1f!.,s in some respects; but I hy no means 
rest the decision of tl1Mt u .. fitness upon the few arguments ~o inci­
dentalh alleged, and must not be so understood. To this effect I clearly 
expres,e.J myself in my former remarks: stating that " I had, abstractedly 
consi<lered. no ohjPction to make to the adoption of the Roman alphabet 
for written communication amon!f a people yet without one n.f thefr own. 
In such a case the only question with me would be one of expediency, to 
he rleterrni11ed by aptitude, facility, and many other consi<le1·ations "besides 
mere udequar..1/; or, in other words, by its fitness in other respects;" which 
I did not there, and cannot here, enlar~e upon. 

I am glad, in conclusion, to have it from B. himself, that" it iR a mere 
wa~te of lahour to pro1•e that ' :my existing alphabet or any newly invented 
symbols II hate,·er,' 'might, by the process of omission and of diacritical dis­
tinction, hecome "dequate to express any sound of the human voice;' "and 
that in his opinion, that is" a proposition which could not possibly he dis­
puted." Because, however clear to him the distinction I have dra11·n be­
tween that as a previous question and the subsequent one of selection, it is 
not equally ~o to all,-and hy many the mere proof, that the Roman 111-
pirnht>t, as modified hy Sir \V. Jones Rnrl uow vigorously pressed into a 
sen·ice that ![reat scholar ne1•er certainly comtemplated, might he ren­
dered adequate, was taken to mean that none other could ! not that 'this 
was 1·e11so1ted out, but assumed: i. e. there Wf/8 a mystification upon the 
subject which it 11 as my business to expose. Of that mystification many 
minds, it is to he feared, are not bowe1·er even yet disabused; not all 
ha,e el'en now learned to see, that were the Roman alphabet incomparably 
more adequate even than it is, (and I have shewn it, in my former paper, 
to he strikin,g-ly fr,arlequate,) still itsfit11ess to be employed to supersede 
the i11di,g-e11011s alpha.bets of India is altogether another question, to be 
decided on other and wider grounds than mere typogra1ihical compressi­
bility, or any other uear a11d palpable circum~tance whatever, while leav­
ing out of 1·iew larger and greatly more important consideratious, such as 
those some ftw of which I only glanced at in Ill)' former 1·emarks. I may 
return to Ibis question he,·eafter ; thus much I have stated only to meet 
the remarks of B., of whom I now take leave with equal esteem and 
cordiality. 

I am, &c. 
C1NSUU:NSJS, 
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V .-The Corme/1Jion of tlte British Government with the 
Idolatry of India. 

The Government of British India appears determined to continue 
its disgraceful connexion with the idolatry of the country, while the 
religious and humane portion of the community at home and abroad 
appear to be equally resolved on its dissolution. 

The parties have fully and fa:rly entered the arena, and those who 
feel an interest in the elevation and happiness.of the human race must 
watch the progress and issue of the contest • with the most intense 
anxiety. The inequality of the combatants might at once decide that 
the palm must be ceded to the ruling powers, but the battle is not al­
wavs to the apparently strong, nor the race to the swift. The posses­
sion of power does not always ensure success-not even in ordi­
nary concerns, much more when the object contended for is in-
1,eparably connected with the morality and salvation of mankind. 
There is a God that ruleth in the earth; he is a jealous God, he will nei­
ther give his glory to another, nor will he allow his servants to trans­
fer it to the gods of the heathen. We do, without laying any pecu­
liar claim to foresight, safely predict what the termination of this 
conflict will be. The Government must be defeated if it will not yield. 
The data on which our assurance rests is the page of history, con­
firmed by the experience of every day. It is true of nations, as of 
individuals that ihough a sinner do evil an hundred times and escape 
with impunity, yet ~hall punishment eventually overtake him. Our 
own convictions are, and we state them without hesitation or reserve, 
that if the Government of India or any other government will delibe­
rately and perseveringly maintaiu such a connexion as that which 
now subsists, with the warning and entreaties of the servants of God 
sounding in their ears, sooner or later the same fate will overtake 
them which overtook the Egyptians for their oppression of the church, 
and which fell upon the Israelites for their abaudonmePlt of God 
and admixture of truth with the errors of the surrounding idola­
ters. Entertaining such views, and having in former papers brought 
forward painfully satisfactory evidence of the union which subsists 
between the British Government of India and the idolatrv of the 
country, it now devolves upon us in defence of our conduct 'to show 
that .the union involves the sacrifice of moral principle ; is an act of 
cruelty to the natives; infringes the rights of conscience of some of the 
best servants of the Government, and is one of the foulest blots 
on our divine and blessed faith. It is THE spot in our feasts of cha­
rity. We have assumed.and we think rig·htly, in thi, series of paper,, 
that the Government of India is bonl tide a Christian Government, 
and that it should be influenced alone hy Christian motives. 
Nothing advanced by our contemporaries has for a moment in­
duced a different estimate either of its character or its duty-not 
but that we are quite open to conviction, for we would much rather 
it were clearly demonstrated that the Government was any thiug 
but Christian, so long as it adopts n line of policy so question­
able. But if it is not Christian, what is it ? Mu~alman ? No.-Hin, 
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clu ? No. It itt like the im11.ge of prophecy-a union of clay, iron, 
"l'l·ood. gold, and every naturally unadhesive 1mbst11.nce, awaiting a 
PimilRr fate. The present Gm·ernment of Jndi11. is, we reiterate, a 
Christian Government: it is composed of Christian men-men who 
in all the relations of life are professedly governed by Christian prin­
ciples, and who would consider it the greatest insult vou could offer 
them to suppose they would by a public act, adopt a li;1e of conduct 
which w•ould be a positive suicide of e\·ery thing virtuous and 
upright ic moral character. Men who as fathers, husbands, brothers, 
and private Christians •are governed by the principles of the gospel, 
but who as rulers legislate for the continuance of that which imprints 
a lie on their own faith, and degrades the character of God, Strange 
anomaly ! The legislator puts otf the Christian at the door of the 
council chamber and puts on the--we have no expression capa­
ble of conveying the idea of the character he assumes. Those who 
compose the council of Government are Christian men, held under 
Christian principles in f\·ery place but that council. All the subordi­
nates are Christian men. Every day and hour are they such save 
·when they ascend the judgment-seat or enter the council chamber; 
except when they think or legislate for the millions committed to 
their charge. This position has been denied, but not disproved: there 
is one position however undeniable-the Government of India is com­
posed of Christian men. This is the character of the parent Govern­
ment, the char .. cter which this one assumes at home, and it is the cha­
meter which it assumes to the natives whatever we may think to 
the contrar~·- What would be thought in Britain if it should be fairly 
stated that 1he end for which the British Government in India exist­
ed -was to uphold and perpetuate the religions of Muhammad and Brah­
ma ? what a burst of righteous indignation would fall on the rulers of 
India. Yet thi1< is the professed principle and practice of this Go­
vernment, nor -will all the caution which thE;y can manifest, in theory, 
while they have rnch a practice, prove to the natives that the Govern­
ment has but two principal objects in "iew-the amassing of money and 
the ultimate propagation of Christianity-two objects than which 
none can be more dissimilar; but which are still inseparably connected 
in the nati,·e miud. If it is not, whv are natives so sensitive Ill 

it respects all the religious movements of Government ? And if 
thev have formed this estimate, in what a contemptible light must the 
subjects view their rulerec, who are ashamed to avow their desire that 
the religion on which their own hopes rest for salvation, and which 
they believe to be the only true religion on earth, ashamed even to 
avow their dtsire that the light of this religion should enter the heart 
or cheer the path of their poor Hindu or M usalman subjects. One 
of the best illustrations of Native feeling in reference to religiou1 
matters with which we have become acquainted is, that of a father 
who was wlicited to send his boy to a Government School, and who 
in substance answered" No, 1 will not entrust the education of my 
son to the hands of men who profess a religion they are ashamed to 
teach, and teach only those religions they declare to be a lie; either 
they are designing nien or they have a bad faith. l would npt do 110," 



1838.] with the Idolatry of India. 351 

Should either the former or the latter position be denied, we have still 
this stronghold to which we can continually resort ; the Government 
of In<lia are a ho<ly of men representing a Christian people, a people 
before whom they woul<l tremble to acknowledge that they h&d acted 
in other than a Christian mnnner and for Christian purposes in this 
heathen land. We should rather like to ~ee that servant of Govern­
ment who woul<l like to meet an assembly of E11glishmen (not the 
11candalized meetings of Exeter Hall), and unblushingly and in his 
undisguised mother- tongue avow that he had acted upon the prin­
ciple of this Government. Such a declaration would not meet with a 
response from the most latitudinarian whig mob. E,-ery man would 
be ashamed of a Government which had so far forgotten its character 
and that of the people it represented, that with the expression of lihe­
rality on its lips, it excluded but one religion from its schools and con­
nexion and that religion its own ! I ! Their cry would be, Be Hin­
du-Be Musalman. But be decided, and do not by a vacillating 
course of conduct rob your country of that which is its chief pride­
its decision ; or of that which is the chief source of its elevation and 
happiness-its religion. But the Government of India represent~ a 
much higher class, or rather we should say, it misrepresents them. 
The religious and humane of our country, What would they say to 
hear from the lips of a civil or military servant, that he had by ex­
press command sanctioned the horrors of heathenism, and the blas­
phemies of the Musolman faith; that he had stood ~nd commanded 
his companions in arms to fire salutes at the festival of any god 
which the locality might choose to reverence. Would not the up­
right exclaim, "Oh Lord, how long, how long shall those that are 
called by thy name sanction these blasphemies ?" The Christians in 
Britain do not understand this subject; but when they do, we shall 
hear that calm but overwhelming expression of indignation rising 
against its abettors which rose against and overwhelmed the oppres­
sors of Africa's injured race. 

The Government of India as the representafo•es of the British peo­
ple are in one sense the representatives of the one true God; and how 
have they represented Him ? or rather, what indignity do they not 
offer him by the support they afford to perpetuate a system which 
strikes at the very basis of his throne and robs him of his glory ? We 
are aware that this will be set down as madness and fanaticism, as 
uncharitable raving and assuming that judgment which belongs to 
God alone. To this we have but one reply-we write the words 
of soberness and truth-words which derive all their force from the 
results of daily experience and the testimony of history. The God we 
serve, and whom this Government di~honors und insults, is the same 
that broke the power of tae Bubylonish sovereign, and who hns driven 
into scattered exile his own people, because the one and the other 
forgot his claims nnd despised his authority. Not only does the 
Government of India represent a free and enlightened people but it 
contains in its own body many ,,-!to feel the burden of their office, 
many who feel they have engaged in a profession which they too late 
discover demands n sacrifice of every feeling valued by a man and a 

3 Ai 



352 Government Connerion [JUNE, 

ChristiRn. ,vhnt a position is it for a Christian Government to plRce 
its upright sen·ants in, that they shall not dare to open their lips to 
instruct Rn erring mortal in the way of life, and that they must not dnre, 
except under the fear of the di~pleasure of their honorRl.1le masters, to 
publicly sanction the missionary teachers of their own faith. What shall 
we think of a GO\·ernment that will exact as a pledge from one of its 
chief ecclesiastical functionaries that he shall not move in this or any 
Eimilar subject? and make it the sine qua 11011 of his appointment? 
~'hat shall we say of a Government who could censure one of the 
holiest and hest men that ever trod the shores of India for calmlv re­
presenting for himself and colleagues the conscientious scruples ~hich 
they entertained on this ~uliject ? and who could designate i,uch calm 
and r~spectful remonstrances as attempts to goad the Government into 
acquiescence, and who will further attt:mpt to silence the voice even of 
petition by a threat that the evils we deplore shall just be perpetu­
ated in proportion to the vigour of our efforts to suppress or modify 
them ? What shall we think of the neutrality of a Government who 
"'·ill designate its public servants, who in their private movements 
would teach the Nati\"eS the fear and love of God, "Missionary col­
lectors" and•• proselyting zealots," and represent them in the discharge 
of a conli'cientious duty to God, as attempting to sow the seeds of dis­
sension and disa.fi"ection towards the British Government ? What shall 
"'e say of such conduct, by such a Government, to such servants? What! 
but that it is subversive of every principle of civil and religious liberty, 
e.nd that it is as arbitrary as the most conclusive ukase that ever is­
i;ued from the most absolute despot! It is the most direct infring­
ment of that which is the unalienable birthright o_f every man, liberty 
of conscience and speech ; yet such is the course of conduct pur­
sued by the British Go,·ernment towards its upright and religious 
1;ervants. The injustice and anti-neutrality of the conduct is increased 
by the course of c0nduct pursued towards other religionists. A Mu­
l!alman may attempt the conversion of a Hindu or vice ver~a, nothing 
is opposed; or an infidel may unsettle the faith of both, and he unmo­
lested; and should these transfers take place, every civil protection is 
afi"orded the subject-but how different should the Christian open his 
lips and succeed, he is silenced and his converts left to be the victims 
of both religious and civil injustice. Where every thing evil is to be 
apprehended from the transition, nothing is provided ; but where no­
thing but good is anticipated, the whole influence of a despotic Govern­
ment is called in to aid the many in oppressing the few, and that not 
because they the Government esteem the oppressors right, but be­
cause they are the many. The majority of the human race roam in a 
tltate ef nudity-will the councillors of India recommand that? Why 
not, they are the many. A Musalman or a Hindu has only to com­
plain how obnoxous it is for him to assist at the religious festival of 
the opposing sect and he is relieved, but let the oppression of the 
Christian be ever so heavy or let his objections spring from ever so en­
lightened a conscience, he may complain but in Yain for relief and have 
insult added to this refusal. We are not in the habit of invoking 
any eave the good spirit of our God, yet we cannot but help exclaim-
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ing, " Oh Spirit of Liberty, Neutrality and Justice, how many and 
afflictive are the curses inflicted on mankind in thy name. Descend, 
vindicate thine own cause, and be justified in all thy children !" 

The course of conduct is unjust and cruel to the Natives. It should 
be the design of every wise and paternal Government to enlighten 
and bless its subjects, and we know that whatever evils the ambition 
and wickedness of men may have attached to Christianity, that 
wherever it has exerted its influence-there 

'fhe prisoner leaps to loose his chains; 
The weary find a hopeful re11t, 
And all the sons of want are bleat. 

This we do know whether are we really or nominally Christians, that 
wherever the genius of Christianity has diffused itself amongst a 
people, there every degrading practice has been exchanged for that 
which could chasten, elevate and bless. In the face of this knowledge, 
a kno';\·ledge without which no man is fitted for a legislator, and not 
even fitted for it if possessed, if he is not prepared to carry it 
into practice. In the face of this we shut out from this people that 
which has blessed others and which alone can bless them; and if 
we act out our own profession, we shall shut them up for ever in that 
ignorance and barbarity in which they have been immured for ages. 
Christianity is the only thing which can permanently help the,e peo­
ple, and as far as the Government is concerned it is withheld from 
them, and they are taught by the Government sanction to love and 
venerate every abomination and to descend to hell with a lie in their 
hand, a lie confirmed and sanctioned by the acts of a pseudo liberal, 
Hindu, Musalman, Christian, Go,•ernment. Oh what will such a Go­
vernment have to answer for in the presence of that God who will 
demand as well from rulers as people, " Give an account of your 
stewardship." Oh what a host of accusing witnesses will arise from 
their bed of sorrow in that day and say, "The Christian rulers of 
India possessed the lamp of life, but they hid it from us ; they 
knew the way to heaven but they hedged it up with thorns; their 
charity clothed our system with a sanction it would otherwise never 
have possessed, and cheated our souls. Hindu rulers proselyted our 
forefathers to a hidious faith ; Musalman conquerors imposed on us 
a furious creed ; but Christians, with the possession of the knowledge 
of the true God and his son Jesu!l Christ, allowed us for fear of offend­
ing our prejudices to live miserably and die damned." If one of those 
rulers (ei<pecially if they be pious) should read our pages, would that 
it might lead them to imagine they hear the voice of the great mul­
titude irretrievably lost, and to weigh their policy in the balance of 
truth and the light and revelations of that day, and then if they can 
for one moment pursue a line of conduct so fraught with present 
evil and future wretchedness to the Missions of India, we do call 
in the name of our insulted and dishonored Master, on all those who 
sincerely love and ser\'e Him at least to remonstrate against, if not to 
wPsh their hands ohuch a system ; for if there can be any thing cal­
culated to mar the peace of their last and otherwise tranquil moments; 
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if there be 11n~·thing which could make the crown of life sit uneasv on 
their redeemed brows, it will be the share they have taken in: and 
the eanclion the)' ha,·e given to, the connexion of the British Govern­
ment with the idolatrv of India. The reasons offered bv the Govern­
ment for the continua~ce of the connexion may be reduced to the follow­
ing, professedly religious n~trality :-fear of e:rciting the prejudices and 
hat,·ed of the nati,,es of any interference with their religious feelings or 
practices, and inopport1meness of the present time for conceding the 
requests of the friends of religion. These have been the long assign­
ed reasons of the Court expressed by their public servants in lan­
guage which they have recently adopted es their own. One of these 
authorities, Sir Thomas :Munro, says, referring to native prejudice 
and the fear he entertained from any interference by the servants of 
Go,·ernment inreligious matters. 

"It ne,·er was intended to employ Collectors and Magistrates os teach­
ers of morality and religion. We cannot allow any public officer to act as 
a Missionary merely because be supposes that be abstains from obnoxious 
interference. E,•ery man bas a different opinion regarding the obnoxious 
limits, and each would fix them di:fferently according to the standard of 
bis own zeal. 

" It is the declared intention both of the Le,rislature and of the honor­
able the Court of Directors, that the people of India should he permitted 
to enjoy their ancient laws and institutions, and should be protected 
against all interference of public officers with theil' religion. This 
system is the wisest that could be adopted whether with l'egard to the 
tranquillity of the country, the security of the revenue, or the improve­
ment or conversion of the Nath•es." 

" In e,•ery country, says Sir Thomas Munro, but especially in this where 
the Rulers are so few and of a different race from the people, it is the most 
dangerous of all things to tamper with religious feelings. They may be 
apparently dormant, and when we are in unsuspecting secu1·ity they may 
burst forth in the most tremendous manner as at Vellore. They may be 
set in motion by the slightest casual incident, and do more mischief in one 
year than all the labors of Missionary Collectors would l'epair in a hundred, 
Should they produce only a partial disturbance, which is quickly put down, 
even in this case the evil would be lasting; distrust would be raised 
between the people, and the Government, which would never entirely 
subside; and the district in which it happened, would never be so safe as 
before." 

Our impression in perusing this opinion was that of eurprize-eur­
prize that he ~hould ha,•e involved the rights of conscience in religiou~ 
matters, with the faithful discharge of poHtical duties, and that he should 
baYe so far mistook the nature of religious efforts as to designate them 
obnoxious interference; nor were we less surprized that he should have 
mistook the simple request that all Government interference should 
cease, and supposed that it meant that the Government should invade 
the ancient rights of the natives either civil or religious. In reference 
to the first it is clear that every man has a duty which he owes to God, 
and which must be difcharged, let his situation or. employment be 
what it may. The situation and conduct of Daniel in the court of 
Babylon is an apt illustration of our views, and in reference to 
the i;econd, it may be reiterated as it ha11 been again and again, that 
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no Missionary, no advocate of the di8solation ever wished the Go­
vernment to interfere with the religion, much less with the ancient 
lnws and in,titutions of the country. The simple request has been to 
let it ,done, not to interfere, not to sanction the creed of any sect, and 
especially not to sanction the creed of one at the expense of another, 
not to muke the one a prisoner that the other may walk free. The 
very ~entiment that every man has a different opinion regarding 
obnoxious limits, shows the absolute necessity of a real neutrality on 
the part not only of ,this but of every Government ; but we may ask, 
for we are not now combating the dead but the living, who have 
adopted not only the sentiment but the very language of the dead­
we may usk, have the Court of Directors never violated their neutra­
lity as it regards the laws and institutions of the country ? What are 
the land resumption measures, but a direct inroad on the sacred lands 
(we thillk perfectly right); but do they not bear on a subject much 
more likely to move a native to daring deeds, than any other, for 
they affect his purse ! What is the conveyance of native troops by 
sea but a direct infringement of one of the fundamental laws of Hin­
duism, and at what a cost was it obtained ! We enumerate these with 
other similar acts to show that the Government are not overscrupulous 
about interference when territory or revenue are at issue, only when 
religion is the theme. We must also express our astonishment that 
so enlightened body as the Court of Directors should have adopted an 
extract which could revive the calumny of the Vellore insurrection and 
especially as here implying, and more than implying what has been 
fully answered, that Christianity was the origin of that, as it would 
be of other acts of an insurrectionary character. It is well known 
that it originated in a furious quarrel between the two dominant sects 
for insults either real or supposed offered by one party to the other, 
and if Christianity is to be propagated in such a spirit or be the 
parent of such fruits, we shall be amongst the first to adopt as our 
own, these antiquated and exploded sentiments ; but since the gospel 
has always been and must ever be successfully propagated by peace­
ful and unirritating means, we must enter our protest against the 
conclusion, for it is as unjust as the premises are incorrect. We 
eimply ask when has there been an instance in which an insurrection 
has happened, arising from a Missionary source ; and has not Mission­
ary influence been called in more than once to suppress troubles which 
political or commercial cupidity had excited ? We affirm without 
the fear of contradiction that Indian Missions have in no one instance 
.given rise to insurrection or bloodshed, and therefore the fears based 
on the V ellore case are groundless and should not be the basis of a 
penal or prohibitive enactment. We are equally surprised that a mind 
ao discriminating as Mr. Thnckeray's should have given expression to 
the following confuse<! minute on which the present resistance also 
rests. 

"Our success in India is in a great measure owing to our religious neu~ 
trality; the failure of other European nations, especially of the Portuguese 
in maintaining their power to their injudicious attempts to convert the 
Natives to their own religion. As we could not have establiiihed, so we 
caunot maintain our empire without contiDuin1r thii neutrality. lt would 
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hn,•e hpen much better thnt we should have failed in establishing, thnn 
that we now should shake to pieces on our own heads, the great edifice of 
po,.er now erected, by such imprudence." 

"\\Te nre surprized that he did not, or could not discriminate between 
the bloody, lustful, tyrannical conquests of the Portuguese and the 
peaceful efforts of modern Missionaries. The former by every act 
inciting the people to thoughts and deeds of rebellion, the latter only 
conferring on those amongst whom they laboured the blessing of 
civilization and peace. Besides it may be again asked did the Govern­
ment adhere to their neutral policy in matters most sacred? Did they 
not take the funds of the Hughli Emamhara and apply them we think 
to a good purpose but certainly one wide of the mark for which the 
donor designed they should be applied ? Did they not take a Musalman 
fund to educate the youth of all creeds in western science, the science 
of infidel dogs ? Have they not recently taken unto themselves the 
funds of a certain Bengal Hindu temple ? Have they not done 
as ruuch as the Missionaries to uproot the ancient laws and institu­
tions of the country by the establishment of schools, colleges, &c. in 
which sciences are taught directly at variance with the whole struc­
ture of their faith :-schools are they that deprive the pupils of the 
miserable comforts of Hinduism and leave them even without an 
inanimate god? They find them the devotees of Kali and leave them 
the votaries ofbrandy-pani and roast-beef. We have here a Govern­
ment who on the one hand declare we cannot dissolve an unholy alliance 
for fear of losing the confidence of the people, and on the other 
issue mandates for the resumption of lands and the teaching of sciences 
most directly tending to estrange the affections and sap the faith of 
these very people. We do not blame the Government for these mea­
fures, far from it they au,, we think just, in the highest degree, if they 
were under Christian direction, but as at present conducted they are an 
unmixed nil. Having adverted to these sentiments at length we can 
notice the objection as to the inopportuneness of the present time for 
acceding to our request. This is an old excuse and may be best an­
Ewered by the inquiry, when is the right time for those in authority 
to concede to the request of the petitioning if it involve pecuni­
ary or patronial considerations ? We have never heard of the 
time, nor shall we ever until it is created by the pressure from with­
out. We have but simply to refer to a report which says, that the 
Go'l'ernmeut are now endea,·ouring to ascertain the exact amount 
of the direct patronage which they afford to the idolatry of 
India by grants of money made, since the accession of the British 
power, and when they have ascertained the exact amount of such ex­
penditure they will probably be most willing to concede the point we 
urge. The amount of such expenditure is a mere fraction, and if 
granted would be but a mockery of our prayer, it would leave the 
main question untouched, a quibbling compliance like this would be ns 
unworthy the Government as it would be unsatisfactory to us. We 
know of no other argument or excuse that cau be urged in support or 
extenuation of the practice, save that in our own country, we have 
mixed up with our festivities and religiouil holidays, many remnants 
of druidical and other practices, to which it is thought these bear 
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some resemblance, the rudeness and cruelty of which have been 
removed by the process of education and general improvement; we 
nre not opposed to any such remnants of superstition, they are good 
monitors; but we ask, would they have been what they are if the 
Government. of Britain harl upheld them, paid their priests, and 
provided their sacrifices? No, in!!tead of the jocund laugh and the 
merry dance at our Hallowens and other similar feasts, we should 
have had the victims of Wodin and his companions reeking at our 
doors. We want the Government of India to act as did the ruling 
powers of Britain, and then we are sure that all the abominations of 
idolaters will cease, and the Ho!i, and Durga and Charakh be the 
times of mere festivals and relaxation. It may be further urged that 
if there should be any of the festivals of the Hindus in which the 
Government can sympathize with the people and take part without 
the sacrifice of principle they should most gladly do it. If there was 
such a fe~tival, we should say, by all means, but if it be true that a 
Christian cannot attend a common nach without leaving an impres­
sion on the minds of the auditors that he has done homage to 
the Penaties, how much more deeply must be the impression on 
the mind of the Native that the Government as such are offering 
sacrifice to. the whole heathen pantheon. It may be only in the gift 
of a decorated cocoa-nut, or in the purchase of a flag for a masjid, 
but it is in the eyes of the ignorant community equal to the more 
costly and splendid donations of an actual Hindu. 

We have now la1d before our readers the pecuniary, political and 
moral bearing of this question as far as our limited space will admit. 
For the present, it must·givc place to other important subjects unless 
it should at once assume either a much more favorable or hostile 
aspect. The form~r. we shall hail with delight-the latter with the 
confident hope of success. 

It may be as well to put the friends of truth in remembrance of the 
present position of this question. The Court of Directors appear 
determined to do very little, and that only when they are compelled. 
Their last resolution passed on the presentation of several petitions on 
the eubject is one which appears to have been passed in a spirit of 
determined resistauce and defiance. 

"We now desire that no customary salutes or ma1·ks of respect to Native 
Festivals be discontinued at any of the Presidencies, that no protection 
hitherto given l,e withdrawn, and that no change whatever 1,e made in any 
matte1· relating to the .~ative religion except under the authority of the 
Supreme Government. 

We wish to impress on the minds of all who wish success to this 
effort, that all that has been done as yet, is the obtaining of authentic 
information nnd bringing the authorities to an actual decision ; for 
although it \Je unfarnrable to us it is nevertheless better than vacilla­
tion. We have now to make u;,e of the information in a judicious 
and persevering spirit to try to reverse this decision-a decision, is 
dishonorable to the Government as it is disgraceful to enlightened and 
religious Britain. 

VII. 3 B 
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TO THE REV. MR. AND MRS. MoEWEN, 

On their depa,•turef,·oni India. 

W'HERE i;hall we look for help, 0 Lord? We stand► 
"'e11ry Rnd few, within this guilty land; 
"" e lift the banner of the CRoss on hil!"h ; 
'lVe bid the dead arise, the darkness fly;-
A faint light ~rathers; 11 few souls receive 
Tlie quickening seed, and listen, and believe-. 
All else is g·loom and silence, as ,ve tread 
~'ith fainting steps • the valley of the dead.' 

Homewards for help our longin11: eyes we turn, 
\\'here prarer is made for us, where spirits hurn-
"' ith kindred zeal.-Alas, amidst the g-lare 

Of light, which is not heat, 'midst praises loud 
Of eloquence, ll"hich is not faith and prayer, 

Amidst the eager multitudes that crowd 
"To hear of some new thing," hut turn away 
From those, who oply labo1IT, hope, and pray,­
"' e miss the kindred soul, the humble knee: 
They seek excitement, we seek sympathy. 

Shall not our brethren help us? Many lie, 
Like buried warriors, on their battle field: 

Some (and the fairest) only come to die, 
And iu calm joy lay down their maiden shield: 

Others there are, who, like them, undismayed, 
Unshrinking hanfls upon the plough have laid; 
Their day is in its morning strength, wltt!n, lo! 
God strikes them down with sickness, and they g1> 
From us with sorrowing hearts, but ready still 
To act or 6uffer at their Saviour'a will. 
Our blessings follow them, and well we know 
Their hearts are with ns wheresoe'er they go:­
But O there is a mighty work to do ! 
Our spirits faint within us,-we are few, 
Wavering in trial, doubtful in distress, 
Lacking in faith, and love, and holiness. 

Where shall we look for help? 0 sinful fear! 
'lVhere need we look for J,elp, wh"n Thou art near, 
Almighty Saviour? He whose soul hath rest 

Beneath the shadow of thy wings, in faith, 
Hii!"h faith that all things here work out the best, 

Looks with calm eye on Time, and Life, and Death. 

[JuNa, 

Calcutta, May, 18313. N. 
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JMfssfamn·u anlr lttlfgtaue JEl1ttU igtntt. 

1,-M1s~10NARY AND EccLESIASTIOAI, MoVElIENrs. 
Since 0111· 111st the following new lahorers have arrived. The Rev. 

l\lr. Malan nnd la,ly. Mr. Malan is nppointed to occupy the po•t of Dr. 
Mill 11s Professor of O.-iental language,;, at the Bishop's Colleire. He is the 
son of the justly popular Ca!,11r Malan, Qf Geneva.-The Rev. J. Cald­
well and lady, of the American 'vVestern Board of Missions. :VIr. C. i", we 
helieve, nppointed to Saharanp11r.-The Rev. J. Morrison, left for Allaha.. 
liacl on the steamer, and the Rev. J. McEwen and Mrs. M. sa.ilerl for the 
United States on the Eclward.-Mrs. Robinson, the wife of our respected 
brother Rev. \\'. Robinson, minister of the Loll Bazar Chapel, tlied after 
a fow hours illness of cholera, on the 16th. of May. Her end was peace. 
-The London Missionary Society have esto;hlished a new Mission at i'vlir­
zapur, Upper India. The Rev. R. C. Mather has removed from Banaras 
to occupy this new and important sphere. We sincerely wish him en•ry 
success in his work.-In our last we announced the arri"t'al of our Ameri­
can bretl11·en on the ship \Villiam Gray; we find it was the Edward. 

2.-THE REV, MR. AND l\lfas. McEwEN. 

,ve regret to announce the departure of the Rev. Mr. McEwen and 
Mrs. McEwen for America. During the whole of his residence in thi3 
-country, M1·. McEwen has been a sufferer from disease, to an extent which 
would altogether have unfitted most men for active labour. Neverthe­
less, besides the establishment and superintendance of an excellent Mis­
sionary school at Allahabad, in which he was most efficiently assisted by 
Mn. McEwen, he succeeded in gathering together an English congre­
gation, to whom he preached regularly, and by whom he will Jong be 
1·ememhered with alfection. As a small token of the sincere esteem with 
which they 1·egard him, they have presented to him a handsome silver 
-stan!lish, wit·h the following iuscription: 

To the Rev. James McEwen, 
Presented with the affectionate regard.s 

of tbe Church planted by him at thi, place. 
Allahabad, N. W. Bengal. 1st Jan. 1838. 

We sincerely hope, th11t the Lot-d will speedily restore them in answer 
to our p1·ayers, and that a long and successful life of Missionary labour 
yet awaits them in this land. 

3.-NEw PLACES OF WoRSBIP, 

We understand that a neat and. commodious place of u·orship has been 
erected by the voluntary subscriptions of the residents at Midnapu1·. It was 
opened during the past month by the Rev. J. Brooks, Missiorn,ry at the 
atation, W uuld that every station 11·ould imitate so laudalile an example! 
A new native place of worship was opt>ncrl uy the l\J issiunaries of the Lon­
don Society, on Thursday the 10th of May, in the Chitpur Hoarl. The de­
votional services were condncte,I by the Rev. '.\hssrs. Murton and Piffard ; 
the Rev. A. F. Lac.-oix preach~d a sermon appropriate to the solemn oe­
casion. The congreg11tiun was ,·e,·y largi-, aud the interest excited very 
gTeat. This chapel is situated in one of the guiltiest and most populous 
p111·ts of the Native city. It is the very wapping of Calcutta. Let us pray 
that the enemy may be 1listurberl and co11que1·ed in his Ol\'11 strongholtl. \V11 
unde1·stand there is a strong- probability of II church lieing erected at Chit­
tag;ong, 1111d, whethe1· we consider the number or respect11hility of the 
resi1le11ts, 11t 110 station could it be mo1·e acceptable. Thti ground is, we 
believe, pu1·dwst:d, i\Iay the building soon rise aud be the liirthpl11ce of 
1111111y ijOUh. • 

3 B ~ 
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4,,-CRI1-ESE PROFESSORSHIPS IN EunOPFl, 
The Emperor c•f Russia has estahlished a Chinese prnfessorship at the 

C'apital and R)l))Ointed an ecclesiastic, long resi,lent at Peldn, to the office, 
The London Uninrsity hRs also estahlisi1ed u similar prnfessorship, und 
C'onferred the honour on the Rev. C. Kidd, for nrnny years Missionury 
of the London Society and one of the teachers in the Chinese College at 
l\lalacca. 

S.-ANNl\'ERSARY OF TRE HINDU CoLr,EGE, 

The Rnnil·e1'Sl\ry of this institution was held during the past month. It 
was distin!!'uished by nothing beyond the usual unmeaninir Pxhihitions, and 
the absence of all ,·isitors sa,·e the Committee an,l the functionaries. \Ve 
refrain from furthrr remarks on the t1>11denc\' of this institution, 11s we 
intend to discuss at length the merits of this 'and all simih,r institutions, 
in an enrly numbe1·. "IVe merely answer a query put iu an editorial of 
our contemporary the En,qlishman a few weeks back, whether we do not 
consider the Go,·ernment Schools Christian enough? \Ve answer, No; 
they are Dot Christian at all, but infidel. What kind of Chri,t ianity 
or liberality would the writer call that in which one of the chief officers 
of the land should enter a school on the walls of which were suspended 
a few texts of scripture, and order them to be taken down, and warn the 
master against instructing e,·en inquirers out of school in the truths 
of Christianity. The walls of that school might have been decorated too 
..-ith as many extracts from the Quran or the shastrns as the teacher pleaS­
ed, but none from the Bible. ,v e ha,·e heard it rumoured that the Com­
mittee of Public Instruction are or were discussing the propriety or other­
..-ise of admitting clergymen as teachers into their schools. We can save 
them all discussion, by assuring them that no conscientious clergyman, 
or Missionary either can accept or will apply for such an appointment, 
until the constitution of the Committee ceases to be what it is; and we 
can further assure them that any who may apply fur the situation with 
a clerical garb in the present state of things will not need any discussion 
to satisfy their consciences, as they must long since have received a mo1·e 
powerful quietus than the decisions of the Committee can supply. 

6.-EXPORTATION OF NATIVES. 

If there be pleasure in being amongst the first to discover and expose 
the miseries which the powerful inflict on the weak; and the1·e is, be it but 
in the hope of affording relief, we, in common with one of 0111· contempo. 
raries (the Englishman), possess that pleasure in connection with this sub­
ject. ,'{re ha,·e always predicted what the issue of the trnffic in natives 
must be, but we were willing to hope that the agitation of the subject ancl 
the vigilance of the Bengal police, might afford protection for awhile to 
these poor creatures : but in this even we are disappointed, the rapacity 
of these traffickers in flesh and blood cannot wait until the humanities of 
the good shall sleep. The manner in which the Government prohibition 
to import more coolies into the Mauritius has been evaded by vessels 
sailing laden with them regularly cleared, shows how little the poor 
fellows have to expect at the hands of their shippers. Not only have 
we in this conduct the strange anomaly of one public functionary setting 
at nought the orders of another, Lut we have one class of our own subjects 
violating the first law of nature towards another and a weaker class. Even 
while we write, there are vessels ad vertized for conveying coolies to the 
Mauritius in the very teeth of this Government edict. The coolies are not 
free emigrants; they are not free laLorers; they are the moment they set 
their foot on the vessel bona. fide the rever5e of freemen. \Ve were aware 
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of the peculiRl'ly jesuitical method by which the br,md or slavery waa 
ottempted to he fixed on the coolies by the masters i.t the l\lauritius, by 
transfer. ThiY wus Rs far as we can understaml checked, but we were not 
pl'epnl'ed to 1·ead of these free emigrants, tl,at after having been ill fed, 
miserably clad, hnrcl-worked and still worse vaid-that ,.fter this they 
should for leaving their employers preferring to live on the wild fruits of 
the jangal,-that for this ther Rhould have an armed police force sent after 
them, be threatened with the contents of loaded guns and dragged back to 
the police office 11s public c1·iminals; and though unable to speak "" as to be 
undentood, their most deplorably wretched condition spoke so as to ra:se 
them up friends in a strange land and cover their accuser w ilh sh~me ! ! ! 
These arnfree labo1·ers. They had, it apveared, been transferre,I more than 
once by the original importe1·, and each time at an advanced rate c,f wages. 
This happened at or 11ea1· Sydney. \Ve rejoice that these poor deluded 
people have the whole of the press here in theii· favor, and that the Sydner 
monitor has declared its intention of watching over their interests; and 
more, that Lord llrougham intends to moot the subject of their transport­
ation to the W e;;t Indies in the House of Lorrls. \Ve predicted thtJ evil:1 
refened to, but we did not anticipate them at so early a date. The young 
serpent is more easily cl'ushed than the old. \Ve rejoice that in this case it 
has shown its fangs so soon. Our advice to the frieud~ of humaoity is, 
extract its poison ere it has inflicted pain, 

7.-TBE GYANANESIIAN AND :\IJ1SSIONS. 
The Gyaoaneshan in an article on the efforts of the Rev. \V. H. Pearce 

in England to raise funds for sending out a number of ntlw Missionaries to 
India, while he speaks in most respectful terms of that gentleman's t>lfort;;i 
for the welfare of India, offers some advice to him aud his rolleagues. 
He says that Missiona1·ies have commenced at the wroog eu,1-they have 
ONLY p1·eached and that in the streets and bazars, and that a~ a uatural 
consequence, none but the lowest of the people have heard or believed ; and 
to this he attributes the want of enlarged Missionary success. HI! rt!­
commends as a much more efficient method, the establishment of schools, 
and exhorts the directors of Missions to select only men wtJII qualifie,I for 
the work of tuition. \Ve feel_grateful to our contemvorary for his advice 
and for the hope he has induced that there is any way in which his coun. 
trymen may be converted to the faith of Christ; but while we ;,re far fro,n 
undervaluing education and believe that it may be made preaching, yet we 
must assure our contemporary that that which was to the Greeks fooli,hness 
and to the Jews a stumbling lilock, and which appears to be equally both to 
him, was mighty through Goil to the pulling down of the str1111ghol<is of sin 
and S'ltan. This foolishness of preaching from the days of the holy Fuun,J. 
er of our faith to the present day (anti that to the poor, publican am! harlots 
and sinners), has btJen the means of uprooting many a system of en-or and 
cruelty and will, we as fh-mly believe as that the sun shines upon us this 
first day of June, be the means of converting his countt·ymt>n tu the faith 
of Chl'ist and blessing them with the hope of life. How ridiculous would 
the contlnct of the agriculturists nppear to the citizen u 1wcc11sto111etl to 
such practices, if hi! saw him throwing his seed about as in spurt to the 
winds, he might say what can sp1·ing from that ? will not the sun scurcl1 
or the winds of ht'aven destroy it? can it vegetate ?-and yet it ~oes. So is 
it with the pl'eachers of trnth ; thq scatte,· abroad the seed ot heavenly 
knowledge iu dependance 011 a l,ighe1· powe1·, believing that seed may be 
buried long, 

11 Yet grace ensures the crop." . 
This is our feeling in refe1·enctJ to the preaching of the gospel to the natives, 
that thei1· conversion will be l,rought obout chiefly through·this apparently 
insignitic11ut Ot"der of means, 
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CALCUT·rA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER ExTRA. 

Although our present number far exceeds our prescribed limits we 
cnnnot forbenr nffqrding our subscribers an additional sheet, contain­
ing a few items of the deepest interest, on the subject of West India 
Slavery, the Idolatry question, and the Exportation of Natives, receiv­
ed by the last overland despatch. These, with other topics connected 
with India, have been actually the subjects of discussion in the Parlia­
ment of Great Britain. There i8 yet hope for India. 

I .-IDOLATRY IN INDIA. 

On the 26th of March, the following discossion ensued in the 
House of Lords on the presentation of a petition by the Primate ef 
England for the dissolution of the union. 

"The Archbishop of Canterbury presented petitions to the same effect 
.( abolition of slavery) from Canterbury,and several other places. The Right 
Rev. Prelate also presented a petition signed by tweniy-three Clergymen 
of the Church of England at Birmingham, and a similar number of Dis­
·senting Clergymen, against the interference of the servants of the East 
India Company, relative to the superstitions of the inhabitants of Hin­
dostan. The petitionersfelt bound to address themselves to their Lordships 
on this important subject, and prayed that such orders might be forthwith 
,sent out as would procure the immediate abolition of all idolatrous wor. 
ship in India, and release all persons, whether civil or military, from any 
obligation to take part in any ceremonies, rites, or festivals whatever 

_connected with the superstitions of that country. The shortest way of 
putting the House in possession of the question, was to refe1· to the 
papers sent out by the Directors containing these instructions, on the 
20th of Feb., 1833, which entered minutely into the subject. The Rev. 
·Prelate read the instmctions, which were of considerable length, and 
proceeded to say that the delay which had taken place in carrying thoae 
instl'Uctions into effect, was viewed with great impatience by the Christian 
public in India, and numerous petitions had been presented to the Su. 
preme Government on the subject. He then read a letter from the Bishop 
of I\Ldras, complaining of the delay, and, as we understood, recommend­
ing the aholition of the pilgrim tax. For four years after the passing 
these instrnctions nothing was done. On the 22nd of Feb. 1S37, another 
resolution was passed, in which the Directors called for further informa­
tion, and said that the general consideration of the subject would be 
l'esumed as soon as that information was obtained. 

"The Bishop of Chester presentecl n petition to the same effect, in which 
he entirely concurred. The Right Rev. Prelate observed when the 
pilgrims in India saw the idolatrous worship protected by the British 
Government, they would naturally conclude that all the efforts made by 
this country to disseminate Christianity among them were not made in 
sincerity. (Hear.) 

" The Bishop of London also supported the prayer of these petitions. 
He must-say, that if it was true, as it was alleg·ed, that the order of the 
Court of Directors, that the English residents should not be called upon to 
attend on the religious worship of the Hindus, had not been acted upon, 
it was an eternal disgrace on the British Goyernmeut that such a srstcm 
should he allowed to exist; ancl its officers in permitting it to continue, 
and in neglecting to put the Indian colonies on the same footing with other 
countries, as regardecl its state of Christianity, had been guilty of a great 
neg·lect of their duties. It really appeared to him that the state of the 
country ho.cl reti·ogaded instead of its having advanced. 
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" Lord Glenelg ~Rid. tl111t. hRving been II party to the orcler referrerl to 
by the Hight Re,•. Prel11te. he, for one, mu,t express his 1·egret thHt it 
h;id not heeu carrierl into elfe,,t. The rwg·lect to do so was Ct'rtai11l1· R 
breach of duty on the p11rt of those into whose hands that dep11rtment of 
the gon•mrnent WRS placed,. but at the same time he must contend that 
he h:id performed his dnty in the steps which he had taken. 

" The Archbishop of Canterbury 11111st sRy one word with refercnC'e to 
the expression which lrnd been used, that the state of Clnistia11i t\' h11d 
retrogaded. Now, certainly. as r<'g11riled one p11rticula1·, this wns i·nco1·. 
rect. for the Europeans no longer actually took a part in the religiuua 
ceremonies of the Hiudus, as they had formerly done." 

The Court of Directors on the 2ht of the e~me month, held a meet. 
ing, when the subject was mooted hy J. Poynder, Esq. and os if the 
Court eought to render them~eh·es ridiculous and to bring down tha 
odium of an e_nlightened people upon them, they passed the following 
absurd resolution. 

"That this Court deems the continued public discus~lon of questions 
affecting the religious feelings of the Natives of India to be fraul!'ht with 
danger, and that the regulntion of such matters may with more safety be 
left to the responsible executive." 

This !,age Council requires two things to render the re~olution of 
any avail. First, the power to con\'ince the public of the danger; 
and, secom:ly, the power to ~uppress what they cannot deny. It looki 
wel1 b~- the side of Lord Glenelg's cutting reproof in another place. 

We find the following notice of this meeting in a contempor,,ry. 

"EAST hmIA HousE.-A Quarterly General Court of Proprieto'i·s of 
East India Stock was held to.day in Leadenhall-street. The motion on 
the subject of Hayleybury College, for which the Court w11s made s11ecial, 
was postponed out of courtesy to Mr. Poynder, to allow that gentl,.man 
to bring forward his motion on idolatry in India. After the letter of the 
Court of Directors to the Marquis of ,v ellesley, informing him of the 
grant lately made to his lordship by the Court, and the Noble Marquis's 
reply to the same, had been read and ordered to be printed, i\Ir. Poynder 
rose and addressed the Court in a speech which occupied two hour., i11. 
the deliven-. In the course of his speech he declared that if he did not 
snccee<l in his object, he had determined to disqualify by selling out his 
stock, being resolved not to receive the price of blood, He should have 
done so before, but that his presence in that Court had given him a 
chance of accomplishing the great ohject he had in view. There appear. 
ed no doubt but that the debate would be adjuurned."-Globe, Mul'ch 21. 

We should exceedingly regret i,hould Mr. P. sell out and lea,·e the 
company to revel undisturbed in its guilt. Let the Britil!h people 
once settle the question of Slavery and theh will come this, to be dis­
posed of for ever. 

2.-SLAVBRY. 

We give the following extracts on this suhject, which we nre ,ure 
will possess deep interest with all concnned in the welfore of mankind. 

"MAJ1.Ce 13.-1:t the House of Lords, Lord Glenelg move1l the second 
reading of the Slavery Abolition Act Amendment Bill. The Noble Lord 
i11 the course of his speech, made some pointed observations on the con. 
duct both of the Lej!islatil'e Assembly in Jarnaica, and the planters, in 
r,ot complying with the pl'ovisions of the Slave Emancipation Act of I H33, 
Lord .Brougham, the Marquis of Sligo, the Duke of Wellington, and the 
Earl uf Ripou, severally wuk the &ii.me view of the matter, and ijupported 
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the hill, which wns nnnnimously read a second time, nnd ordered to be 
committed on f'hursdny week."' 

"MARCIi 15.-ln the House of Lords, Lord Brougham ga1•e notice 
thnt he sltonlrl, before the Easter recl'ss, move for leave to bring in a bill 
for the nholitiun of the negro apprenticeship sy~tem on the 1st of August 
next. An immense number of petitions against the apprenticeship system 
w11s then preseuted from all parts of the country. Their Lordships only 
snt an hour." 

"MARCH 19.-Jn the House of Lords, several petition~ were presented 
against the New Poor Law Act. Lord Wharncliff'e presented several peti­
tions from Yorkshire, praying for the immediate abolition of negro 
apprenticeship, anrl in doing so, expressed his concurrence in the prayer 
of the petition. The Marquis of Sligo also said, that in consequence of 
circu111stances which had recently come to his knowledgr, he also had 
chang-ed his opinion on the subject, and wanted but very little to he an 
immediate abolitionist. Lord Brougham then said, with great emphasis, 
'My Lords, never, since I had the honour of a seat in your Lorrl~hip's 
House, have I heard two declarations which gave me greater pleasure, or 
which conferred more honour upon those that made them, than the decla­
rations which have just been made by the N'oble Lords, Wharncliffe and 
Sligo. (Hear, hear.) Lord Brougham then presented a host of petitions 
on the same subject from all parts of the country." 

" MARCH 22.-ln the House of Lords, in ans,ver to a question from 
Lord Lyndhurst, Lord Glenelg said, that he did not see the necessity of 
uniting the Government measure for the abolition of Negro Slavery, with 
a bill on the same subject proposed by a noble and learned lord (Lord 
Brougham.) Lord Brougham then observed, that he considered the 
Government Bill so ineffectual, that he would much rather have had the 
further consideration of it put off; but if it were not to preclude any one 
from takinghis own course afterwards, that made all the difference in 
the world. 

"The Marquis of Sligo, in moving an amendment to the first clause, 
that the negroes be allowed to leave off work on Fridays at twelve o'clock, 
shortly urged the necessity of putting an end to the apprenticeship 
system on the 1st of August next, instead of the 1st of August, 18.J,0. 
'For my own part,' said the noble Marquis, ' I ,viii not preach what I 
will not practise, whether my noble and learned Friend's Bill be passed 
or not, there sh111l he no sla,·e un my estate after the 1st of August next. 
From that time I shall consider myself to have nu claim upon the negroes, 
but that they shall have every claim on me fur past services.' The 
noble Marquis'~ amendment was agreed tu,. and the bill passed through 
committee. 

"'rhe Marquis of Northampton, in reference to the same subject, and 
in order to the more effectual prevention uf the slave trade, suggested, 
•that there be stationed on the coast of Africa a combined squadron, 
formed sf four nations, France, Holland, America and England; and to 
prevent any jealousy of the nation, let the squaclron be placed under the 
command of the Commodores 'Of each nation altemately, and let the 
squadron thus constituted act under a join~ flag. If this were to be 
adopted he thought the flag would be one of the most formidable in the 
world, and would at once put an end to II traffic which was the most dis­
graceful that existed in the whole universe.' " 

3.-THE LEVEE. 

"The Queen held a levee to-day, at St. James's Palace, on wh:ch occa­
sion a number of addresses were presented to Uer Majesty, on various 
subjects. The two most important were the following: 

"Lure\ Brougham, accompanied by Captain Hansard, R. N., Mr. Joseph 
Sturge, and the Rev, Thomas Scales, an address ou behalf of the negro 
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apprentires in t_he British Colonies, adopted at R numerous meeting of 
the friends of the neg·ro, held in Exeter 111111, on \\'eilnesd11y, Mnrch 
14th. re('r<'sentin11: the wrongs of the negro 11opufation in the British 
Colonies, and imploring Her M11jesty's gi·acious interposition in theh• 
behalf. in ?t·der tl111t the system of negro apprenticeship in those colonies 
may te1·mm11te on or before the 1st of August next. 

"The Re,· . • Tohn Bumet, the Rev.\\'. N. Bunting, the Rev, Peter Cl11re, 
and \\'m. Dilworth Crewdson, an address from the females of Manchester 
and Salford. on helm If of neg1·0 apprentices in the British Colonies, sign­
ed by 2S,3S6 females, praying Her Majesty to bestow her gn1cious consi.:. 
deration npon the state of the neg·ro apprentices of the British Colonies, 
for the puqlOse of promoting their full and complete freedom. 

4.-EXPORTATION OF N ATIVKS. 

It appears that the planters have obtained an order in council, to 
sanction the trade in flesh and blood from this land to the West 
Indies. Lord Brougham has attacked the lion in his den, and we 
hope with rnccess. 

"MARCH 6.-Lord Brougham brought forward his promised motion i~ 
the l'pper House, this evening, for rescinding the 01·der in council, of 
the 19th of July last, relative to the importation of slaves from the East 
Indies to Guiana. The noble Lord, in a speech of surpassing-eloquence 
and power, condemned the order in council, >1s practically re-establish­
ing sla,·ery. The nohle -Lord's address occupied nearly three hours in 
delivering. He concluded by moving, first, a resolution that the order in 
council was contrary to a recent statute passed on the subject of slavery; 
and, secondly, a motion for the repeal of the order in council. Lord 
Glenelg followed, and defended the order in council, on the ground that 
it was impolitic on the part of the State to prohibit the transportation of 
free laborers. The Duke of nr ellington suggested that the order, without 
being abrogated, might be greatly improved, so as to prevent any abuse 
arising from it ; and the hope that Government would adopt his i;ugges­
tion, would move the previous question. Lord Melbourne defended the 
order. Lords Ellenborough and Lyndhurst strongly opposed and denounc:­
ed it. Their Lordships theµ divided, when there appeared, for Lord 
Brougham's resolution and motion 14--against it 56; majority 42. 
The impression, howe,·er,_in the House, after the division was, that the 
question of rescinding the order was virtually carried." 

"One of the largest in-door meetings which ever took place in this, or 
perhaps in any other counter, was held this day at eleven o'clock in Exe­
ter Hall, to petition Parliament for an immediate abolition of Negro 
Slavery in the West Indies. Upwards of 5,000 pe1·sons were wedged into 
the large room, and it was supposed that from G,000 to 7,000 went away 
who could not obtain admittance. Lord Brougham presided as Chairman 
and addressed the meeting at considerable length, as did M1·. O'Connell 
and va1·ious other public men. There were several members of Parlia­
ment present. The meeting adjourned at half-past two o'clock till the 
following day, the one-half of those gentlemen who wished to add1·ess the 
meeting not having had an opportunity of doing so." 

"The great meeting to petition Parliament for the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the West Indies, which was adjourned yesterday, took place 
to-day when Lord Brougham agairr made one of his most splendid 
speeches. A number of dissenting ministe1·s, and other well-known public 
characters, addressed the meeting, consiijting, as it did yesterday, of 
b,000 persons. The resolutioas were all unanimously adopted." 

We are iudehted for these items to the extras of our conte,mporarie1 
the Englishman, Hurkaru and Bombay Gazette. 
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J.C.Thomson,Esq., ..... , .. .'I O OJ.Biss,Esq ................. 6 o o 
Mr. M. S. Cockburn..... . .. 2 O o1Rev. J. T. Thompson, .. .. .. .'I O o 
J. T. Rivaz, Esq... .. .. .. . . . SO O OIRev. G. Pearce, .. .. .. .. .. •. 6 o o 
Rev. D. Jones,,............. 6 0 0 CHARLES PIFFARD, Ca.sh Secretary. 
Captain F. Sothesby, . . . . . . . . 25 0 0 

Sums ,·eceived toward$ the liquidation of the debt on Salem Chapel, Ben are•. 
Rs.As. Rs.A,. 

J. W. Alexander, Esq. donation, 32 o F. Millett, Esq. •. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16 o 
G. Alexander, Esq ..... , ... , .. . . 20 0 A. Beattie, Esq. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . 16 o 
It. D. Mangles, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. 32 o N. B. E. Baillie, Esq. .. .. .. .. 16 o 
J. Lowis, Esq, .• . .. .... .. .... 20 OJ, Hawkins, Esq..... .. .. .. .. .. .'12 o 
W. Money, Esq. .. .. .. .• .. .. .. 16 0 A_Graot, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 O 
Hon'ble Col. Morriscn, .. . . . ... 32 0 H. Woollaston, Esq ... ,, .. .. •. 8 0 
A. Colvin, Esq....... .. .. .. .. .. .'12 0 T. Brae, Esq.,. ... . . .. •. .. .. .. . . 19 O 
E. Macoagbten, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . 20 OJ. N. Vant Hart, Esq. . , .... , . . I O o 
W. Anslie, Esq................. 16 0 W. Wallis, Esq. .. . . .. .. . . . . .. 16 O 
F. Macnaghten, Esq. . . .. .. . . . . 16 OE. Grey, Esq. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 10 o 
J, Richards, Esq. .. .... .. .. .... 20 0 M. Johnstone, Esq. .. .• .. .... .. 16 0 
Geo. Dougal, Esq, .. .. .. .. .. .. JO OW. Martin, Esq. .. .. . .. .. . ... 16 o 
Hon'bleW.W. Bird, ........•. 50 OThos.Leach,Esq ............... 16 o 
Captain J. Roxburgh, . . . . . . . . . . 10 o A. Cowie, E:1q. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 o 
VII. Braddon, Esq ... , , . . 16 0 T. BOAZ. 

For the Orissa Missio11. 

Alfred Bond, Esq. Ballis9re, . . .. 20 0 Captain Paton, ..... , . . . . . . . . . . 36 o 
Rs. As.I Rs • .Ji. 

- Reid, Esq. ditto, . . . . . . • . . . • 20 O Captain Bamfield, ........ , .. , . . 25 o 
A. SunoN, 

Subscription$ received jor the Calcutta Ch,·istian Observer sir<ce the Publication of the 
last Number. 

Lt. Pbayre, .................. . 
Rev. J. Charles, ......•••••••• 
D. Calder, Esq. . . . • •.......... 
Chas. Tucker, Esq .•....••.•.•• 
J. Lowis, Esq .....•...•••.•••• 
Rev. A, Leslie . , .. , .••.••.•..• 
G. Temple, Esq. . • , .... , .... . 
C. Reed, Esq ............. , ••• 
T. Booth, Esq ................ . 

Rs.As. 
JO 0 B. S. Homfray, Esq ........ , .• 
JO 0 R. H. Cockerell, Esq. 
JO OP. T, H. Baddeley, Esq ........ . 
20 0 D. Pringle, Esq .... , .. . . , .... . 
27 I J. Henry, Esq ................ . 

6 0 J, Sykes, Esq ................ . 
10 o D. Pringle, Esq. . ...... , 
JO OW. H. Fox, Esq ........ . 
10 0 

New Subscribers to the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
T. Brae, Esq., Calcutta. J. Henry, Esq. Cr.lcutta. 
Rev. J, Linke, do, P. F. H. Baddeley, Esq., LoocliannRb. 
Charles Reed, Esq. 21St May, 18.38. G. C. HAY, Publisher. 

Rs.,/.$, 
JO 0 
10 0 
20 0 
20 0 
10 0 
10 0 
20 0 
10 0 




